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To the RicuT HONOURABLE

WeiraEssl L g Y,
Earr of DARTMOUTH.

.

My LogRrp,

OUR Lordthip’s appointment to be Secre-
tary of State ffc))r the American department,
by numbers that refpected your Lordthip’s reli-
gious character, was looked upon as a very pro-
vidential and happy event. Your patronizing of
religious undertakings, confirmed the general opi-
nion ; and we were happy in the expe@ations of
your Lord(hip’s confcientious regard to juftice
and equity, as well as to the civil and religious
liberties of this great Continent; we expected the
caufe of liberty and religion would meet with the
ftrongett {upport under your adminiftration, and
in your Lordthip would ever find a conftant and
{uccefsful advocate with your royal matfter.
Unhappily during your adminiftration, mea-
fures have been purfued very contrary to Ame-
rican hopes ; and we eafily conceive your Lord-
fhip may think it not lefs ftrange that many
friends of religion in America fhould be {o uneafy
B under
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under faws which had your Lordfhip’s concurrence
and approbation.

It 1s to the Man and to the Chriftian I with to
be permitted to addrefs myfelf: your Lordfhip
ranks among the higheft fubjects, and has a large
fhare in all public meafures ; but anxiety for what
may diftrefs, and zeal for the welfare of the em-
pire, can be no crime even in the meaneft; and
when a houfe is once in flames, every manis in-
excuiable, or muft at lealt be {o in his own breaft,
that does not contribute whatever he may think
in his power to their being extinguithed. = The
cffe@s of the prefent meafures are vifible, and it
requires no fagacity to forefee what may be the
confequence, fhould they be continued. Your
Lordfhip may do much towards reftoring and
- perpetuating the tranquillity of a great empire:
perfons of my {tation have nothing to offer but
hints and wifhes; fhould thefe be beneath your
notice, or ftand in need of forgivenefs, my fin-
cere wifh to contribute any thing towards a juft,
happy, and perpetual connexion between a parent
ftate and an infant country, growing apace to the
moft aftonithing importance, muft be my only
apology.  Pulchrum ¢ft bene facere reipublice,
Jed & bene dicere non ¢ft abfurdum.

The queftion, my Lord, which now agitates
Great Britain and America, and in which your
Lordfhip has taken fuch an attive part, is,. whe-
ther the Parliament of Great Britain has a right
to lay taxes on the Americans, who are not, and
cannot, there be reprefented; and whether the

: ' Parliament
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Parliament has a right to bind the Ameticatis ini
all cafes whatfoever ? Whatever may be faid, of
whatever the good people in Great Britain may
believe, this 1s the whele fubje&t of the difpute:
All the feverities hithérto exercifed upon the Ame=
ricans profefledly have no other view than to en=
force fuch a dependance ; and nothing lefs than a
claim deftruétive of all natural and national li<
“berty, could poffibly have united all Americd in
a general oppofition; or have aroufed them to
join all like one man in their common defence:
Liet a declaratory bill be pafled, that any law and
ufage to the contrary notwithftanding, America
is entitled to all the common rights of mankind;
and all the bleflings of the Britith conftitution;
that the fword fhall never be drawn to abridge;
but to confirm, her birthright, and the ftorm in-
ftantly bécomes a calm, and every American
thinks himfelf happy to contribute to the necef=
fities; defence, and glory, of Great Britain to the
utmoft of his firength and power.

To bind them in ALL CASES WHATSOEVER, my
Lord, the Americans look upon this as' the lan-
guage of defpotifm in its utmoft perfection. What
can, fay they, an emperor of Moroceo pretend
more of his flaves than to bind them in all cafes
“whatfoever ? Were it meant to make the Ame-
ricans hewers of wood and drawers of water, were
it meant to oblige them to make bricks without
ftraw, were it meant to deprive them of the en-

joyiment of their religion, and to eftablith 2 hie=
rarchy over them fimilar to that of the church of
B2 Rome
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Rome in Canada; it would, fay they, be no more
than a natural confequence of the right of bind-
ing them (unfeen, unheard, unreprefented) in
all cafes whatfoever.

My Lord, the Americans are no ideots, and
they appear determined not to be flaves. Op-
prefiion will make wife men mad, but oppreflors
in the end frequently find that they were not wife
men : there may be refources even in defpair {uf-
ficient to render any fet of men firong enough
not to be bound in all cafes whatfoever.

Grievous is the thought, my Lord, that a no-
bleman of your Lordfhip’s chara@er fhould be fo
zealous to make war, and to imbrue his hands in
the blood of millions of your fellow-fubje@s and
fellow-chriftians : pray, my Lord, is it poffible
that thofe, who at three thoufand miles diftance
can be bound in all cafes, may befaid to have any
liberty at all? Is it nothing in your Lordthip’s
eye to deprive {o confiderable a part of the globe
of the privilege of breathing a free air, or to fub-
jugate numbers and generations to flavery and
defpotifm ?  Can your Lordfhip think on thefe
things without horror, or hope they muft be pro-
ductive of any thing but deteftation and difap-
pointment ? Your Lordfhip believes a Supreme
Ruler of the earth, and that the fmall and great
mutt ftand before him at laft : would your Lord-
fhip be willing, at the general meeting of all
mankind, - to take a place among thofe who de-
ftroyed or enflaved empires, or rifk your future
ftate on, the merit of having, at the expence of

Britith
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Britifh blood and treafure, taken away the pro-.
perty, the life and liberty of the largeft part of
the Britith empire? Can your Lordﬂnp think
thofe that fear the Lorp will not cry to him
againft their oppreflors ? and will not the Father
of mankind hear the cries of the opprefled ? or,
would you be willing that their cries and tears
thould rife againft you as a forward inftrument
of - their oppreffion ?

I know, my Lord, that this is not courtly lan-
guage, but your Lordfhxp is a profeflor of reli-
glon, and of the pure, gentle, benevolent reli-
gion of JEesus CurisT : the groans of a people
pufhed on a precipice, and driven on the very
brink of defpair, will prove forcible; till it can
be proved that any power, in Whofe leglﬂanon
the Americans have no part, may at pleafure
bind them in all cafes whatfoever ; till it can be
proved that fuch a claim does not conftitute the
very eflence of flavery and defpotifm ; till it can
be proved that the Americans (whom in this
view I can no longer call Britons) may, and of
right ought, to be thus bound; abhorrence of
fuch affertions is only the lanouaoe of truth,
which in the end will force its way, and rife fu-
perior to all the arts -of falfhood and all the
powers of opprefiion.

Right or wrong, my Lord, in all cafes what-
foever, but more efpecially when the fate of na-
tions is concerned, are words of infinite moment.
Your Lordfhip doubtlefs believes that the weighty
alternative muft have very folemn and different -

effects
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effedts here and hereafter ; but waving the tight
or wrong of this vile unhappy difpute, let me
entreat your Lordfhip’s attention to confider at
what an infinite rifk the prefent meafures muft
be purfued, even were it not demonftrable that
they are in the higheft degree wrong, cruel, and
oppreffive. -k
“The' bulk of the inhabitants of a continent
extending eighteen hundred miles in front on the
Atlantic; and permitting an extenfion in breadth
as far as the South Sea, look upon the claim, to
bind them in all cafes whatfoever, as unjuft, il-
legal, and deteftable: let us fuppofe for a moment
that they are grofly miftaken ; yet an error im=
bibed by millions, and in which they believe the
ALL of the prefent and future generations lics at
ftake, may prove a very dangerous error; de=
ftroying the Americans will not cure them; nor
will any aéts that condemn to ftarve or be mi+
ferable, -have any tendency to perfuade them that

.thefe a&ts were made by their friends. The peo-
ple in England are made to believe that the Ame-
ricans want to feparate from them, or are un-
willing to bear their part of the common burden.
No reprefentation can be more falfe; but, my
Lord, a nation cannot be mifled always, and
when once the good people of Great Britain get
truer notions of the matter, they will natuarally
wreak their refentment on thofe by whom they
have been grofly mifinformed or wretchedly de-
ecived.,

» RCVier
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_ Review, my Lord, the effects of the prefent
meafures; the paft and prefent will inform your
Lordfhip of what may be to come. _

With an unparalleled patience did the Bofto~
nians bear the annihilation of ' their trade, the
blocking up of their harbour, and many other
diftrefles, till at Lexington an attack was made
upon their lives, and then they gave {ufficient
proof that their patience was not the effect of
timidity, but of prudence and an unwillingnefs
to thed Britith blood. This attack convinced all
America that the Britith miniftry” and troops
were athirft after their blood; and the behaviour
of both parties on that day, and in many little
{kirmifhes fince, muft convince all the world
that in the caufe of liberty the Americans are
not afraid to look regulars in the face, and that
in an unjuft and oppreflive fervice Britifh troops
are far from being invincible.

The burning of the innocent town of Charles-
town, after it had been left by its inhabitants, is
a piece of fuch wanton cruelty as will fix an
everlafting difgrace on the Britith Arms. In the .
long civil war in Great Britain nothing of the
kind was attempted by either party, and this
barbarity cannot fail being condemned by all ci-
vilized nations, A

If at the battle on Bunker’s Hill the. Ameri-
cans have been furprized, fuperiority has coft the
regulars dearer than the Americans what is called
their defeat ; one or two more fuch defeats of
the Americans would for ever put it out of the

power
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power of the prefent regular army to gain a
victory. ,

The rejecting of the New-York petition has
effectually filenced all thofe who pleaded for, or
hoped any good from, petitioning. ‘The can-
nonading of that town in the dead of the night,
and without the leaft previous warning, as it has
fhewn what the inhabitants are indifcriminately
to expect, will in hiftory ftand as a lafting mo-
nument of fuch wantonnefs of cruelty as nations
not remarkable for humauity would be athamed
of.

The deftroying of the New-England fithery
laid all thofe who were deprived of their bread
and occupation at {ea, under an abfolute neceffity
of feeking it in the American Army, and the
tenfe of the injury done them will doubtlefs exert
itfelf in the day of battle.

The endeavour to ftir up popith Canadians and
favage Indians againit the Colonifts has been pro-
ductive of the taking of the important pafs of
Ticonderoga, which has been effe¢ted without
the lofs of a fingle life on either fide,

Detaining the inhabitants of Bofton, after
they had, in dependance on the general’s word
of honour, given up their arms, to be ftarved
and ruined, is an a&ion worthy of the caufe,
and can only be equalled by the diftreffes of Pro-
teftants driven under the walls of Londonderry,
at which even a James relented.

Propofals publicly made by minifterial writers
relative to American domeftics, laid the fouthern
: provinces
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provinces under a neceffity of arming themfelves ;
a propofal to put it in the power of domeftics to
cut the throats of their mafters, can only ferve
to cover the propofers and abettors with everlaft-
ing infamy.

The Americans have been called ¢ a rope of
¢« fand ;” but blood and fand will make a firm
cementation ; and enough American blood has
been already fhed to cement them together into
a thirteenfold cord, not eafily to be broken.

My Lord, the violence of the prefent meafures
has almoft inftantaneouily created a continental
union, a continental currency, a continental army,
and before this can reach your Lordfhip, they
will be as equal in difcipline as they are fuperior
in caufe and {pirit to any regulars. The moft
zealous Americans could not have effe¢ted in an
age, what the cruelty and violence of adminiftra-
tion has effe¢tually brought to pafs in a day.

The regular army employed on' this errand,
with four able generals, now lies no better than
befieged within the ruins of Charles-town and
Bofton, unable to procure the neceffaries of life,
obliged to import their bread from Europe, and
fuel from Canada, pining away with difeafe, and
affording daily martyrs to cruelty and arbitrary
- power, while every day adds to the improbability
of their ever obtaining thofe unhappy ends., A
firange fitoation for a Britifh army ! ‘

Reftraining the trade of the Colonies, will ef-
fectually annthilate all their trade with Great
Britain, ‘The numbers that croffed the Atlantic,

C or
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or .re-exported American commodities fiom
Great Britain ; the manufadyrers that wrought
for America, or worked up their raw materials ;
will now be at full leifure to know and feel
whether the American trade be an object of any
importance, and how much the nation 1s obhged
to a miniftry that has fo effectually laboured its
deftruétion,

The prefent difpute has made every American
acquainted with, and attentive to, the principles
of ‘thie Britith conflitution: in this refped, as
well as in a firong fenfe of liberty, and the ufe
of fire-arms almoﬁ from the cradle, the Ameri-
cans have vaftly the advantage over men of their
.rank almoft every whereelfe, From the conftant
topic: of prefcnt convufa!lon, every child unborn
will be imprefled with the potion : it is flavery
to be bound at the will of another in all cafes
whatfoever ; every mother’s milk will convey a
deteqatlon of this maxim. Were your Lordthip
’in America, you might fee little ones acquainted
with the word of command hefore they can di-
ﬁmﬁly fpeak and fhouldering the refemblance
of a gun before they are well able to: walk.

When millions of free people at once -turn
their t.houghts frorn trade, and the means of ac-

uiring wealth, to agriculture and ﬁ’ugahty, it
muft caufe a moft {enfible alteraupxl in. the flate,
My Lord this is the cafe at prefent in America;
every new act of violence will ftrengthen and
conﬁrm the fpmt that taught them the neceffity

........... of
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of being frugal and virfuous, that they might
© femain %r-ee, and become invincible: ,
Admit, my Lord (for fuppofitions now be-
come probable in proportion of their being
aftonithing and violent) that a Britifh fleet may
effeCtually guard every hatbour, river, creek, or
inlet on thie American coaft; admit alfo that her
troops deftroy every town, village, or hut along
the fea fhore ; what then will be the confequence ?
Why, my Lord, it will be the deftroying the
property of thoufands in Great Britain, and of 2
few on this fide of the water, whom your Lord-
fhip calls your friends : perhaps the attempt may
not fucceed; but fuppofing it fhould, the Ame=
ricans, injured beyond a poffibility of reparation,
and irritated to the higheft degree, will retire
where they are inacceffible to troops and fhips;
inftead of trade and navigation, you will have a
defolate {ea-coaft ; the trade of America will be
loft, and with it' the finews of war: and, my
Lord, in the natural courfe of things America,
in lefs than half a century, will contain more
inhabitants than Great Britain and Ireland ; and
that period, my Lord; is not fo far diftant to
put the prefent treatment entirely out of re-
membrance. America and Great Britain joined
in arms together, may grow confident againft
the world befides; but if Britain continue her
arms againft America; if her troops can be per-
fuaded to go on againft their brethren and friends ;
if they will deftroy the laft afylum of liberty,
and a country which has faved fo many thoufands
A € 2 from
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from ftarving at home ; the Americans will fight
like' men who have every thing at ftake : the
mercenaries with bayonets at their backs, and
at the rate of fix-pence a day, if they are once
‘defeated, whence will they be refupplied? If
they return to Britain vitorious, they will be fit
inftruments to promote that flavery at home which
they have been fuccefsful in faftening (probably
for a very little while) on their fellow-fubjects
abroad. | :

In times of public confufion men of all parties
are fometimes carried further than they intended
at firft fetting out. Hiftory and the knowledge
of human nature thould inform your Lordfhip
how much it is againft all found policy to fecure
or ftrive for punctilios at an infinite rifk.

The Americans have always thewn an affec-
tionate regard to the king, and they are truly
fenfible of the neceflity and advantage of a per-
petual union with the parent ftate ; but unde-
ferved feverities cannot be productive of any
pleafing returns. The Americans firmly believe
that the claim at prefent endeavouring to be en-
forced, would render them mere flaves, and it is
their general motto, “ DEATH or FREEDOM.”
The parliamentary, or, as they fay, minifterial
claim is now written in letters of blood, and that
will be far from making it more acceptable to
American readers.

On the whole, my Lord, fhould this addrefs
be deemed impertinent and intrufive, I hope it
may ftill be excufable from the importance of

the
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the caufe, and the fincerity of its motive.. In the
event of the prefent difpute I look upon all man-
kind as interefted, and-though not natural born,
his majefty has not another fubject that more
ardently witheth that his own repofe and happi-
nefs and that of all his fubje¢ts may never meet
with any interruption. Whether Britifh troops
fhall now drive liberty from ont of the greater
part of the Britith empire, and bury her remains
in the American wildernefs, or whether that
wildernefs thall flourith and chearfully contribute
to make Great Britain the greateft empire of the
univerfe,is the queftion now to be decided ; and
it is not {o unimportant, but it may be expected
He that is higher than the higheft, and taketh up
the ifles like a very little thing, will interpofe in
the decifion. The whole American procefs, my
Lord, is liable to a revifion, and when righteoui-
nefs and judgment to come once make an im-
preflion, many a Felix will tremble.

To reftore peace and harmony nothing is ne-
ceflary than to fecure to America the known
bleflings of the Britith conftitution. This may
be done in a moment, and without any difgrace
or rifk. Let the Americans enjoy, as hitherto,
the privilege to GIVE and GRANT by their own
reprefentatives, and they will give and grant li-
berally 5 but their liberty they will never part with
but with their lives. The day that reftores theirli-
berty, reftores every thing to their former channel ;
to enforce the contrary claim, ages may be infuffi-
cient, and every day encreafes the danger of

“ a mo-
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¢« 4 mother’s being dafhed to pieces on her own
¢« children.” g

That your Lordfhip, in the hand of Provi-
dence, may be a happy inftrument to bring the
prefent unnatural conteft to a fpeedy, juft, and
honourable iffue; that you may live to fee much
of that happinefs which muft be the refult; is
no lefs my fervent prayer, than that Gop would
blaft every counfel and meafure that may have
a contrary tendency,———that would feparate
Britain and America, whom Gop has joined to=
gether, that would abridge the rights, liber-
ties, and happinefs of the nation, our rightful
Sovereign (whom Gob ever preferve) or any of
his fubjects! : '

I am, my'Lord,
Your LORDSHIPS

moft humble Servant;

September 3, 1775:

J. J ZUBLY:
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A SERMON, &

James ii. 12,

So fpeak ye, and o do, as they that fhall be judged
g &y the Law of Liberty. :

L

f:r [ MHERE was a time when there was no
. king in Irael, and every man did what

was good in his own eyes.  The confe-
quence was a civil war in the nation, iffuing in
the ruin of one of the tribes, and a confiderable
lofs torall the reft.

And there was a time when there was a king in
Ifrael, and he alfo did what was right in his own
eyes, a foolith fon of a wife father ; his own im-
prudence, the rathnefs of his young counfellors,
his unwillingnefs to redrefs the grievances of the
nation, and the harfh treatment he gave to thofe
who applied for relief, alfo brought on a civil
war, andiflued in the feparation of the ten tribes
from the houfe of David. He fent his treafurer
to gather an odious duty or tribute, but the chil-
dren of Ifrael {toned him that he died ; and when
he gathered one hundred and fourfcore thoufand

men
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men, that he might bring again the kingdom
unto Roboam, Gop fent hima meflage, « Ye
-5« fhall not-go- up; nor fight againt your brethren,
< return every tan to his houfe, for this thing is
¢« doneof me.” Gobpdifapproved of the oppreflive
meafures and miniftry of Roboam, and thatking’s
army appears more ready to obey the command
of their Gop, than flay their brethren by orders
of a tyrant. ¢ They obeyed the voice of the
¢« Lorp, and returned from going againft Jero-
¢« boam.” 2 Chron. x. 18. xi. 4.

The things that happened before are  written
for our learning. By comparing paft times and
proceedings with thefe that are prefent, prudence
will point out many falutary-and religious leffons.
The conduct of Roboam verifies the lamentation
of his father, ¢ Woe to thee, O land; when thy
<« king is a child.”. Ecclef. x. 16. A very {mall
degree of juftice and moderation might have pre-
ferved his kingdom, but he thought weapons of
war better than wifdom; he hearkened not, neither
to the people, nor to fome of his more faithful
counfellors; and the confequence was that, in-
ftead .of enflaving the ten tribes who ftood up
for their liberty, Gop gave Judah to be fervants
to the king of Egypt, that they might learn the
difference between his fervice and the fervice of
the kingdoms of the nations.. A people that
claim no.more than their natural rights, info
doing, ‘do.nothing difpleafing unto Gop ; and
the moft powerful monarch that would deprive
his fubje&t of the liberties of man, whatever

may

<
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may be his fuccefs, he muft not expe the ap-
probation of Gob, and in due time will be the
abhorrence of all men.

In a time of public and general uneafinefs it
behoves both fuperiors and inferiors to confider.
It iseafy to extinguith a {park ; it s folly to blow
up difcontent into a blaze : the beginning of
frife is like the letting out of waters, and no
man may know where it will end. ‘There is a
rule given to magiftrates and fubjects, which, if
carefully attended to, would fecure the dignity
and fafety of both ; but which, if not dulyregarded,
is ufually attended with the worft confequences.
The prefent, my hearers, will eafily be allowed
isa day of trouble, and furely in this day of ad-
verfity we ought to confider. When a people
think themfelves opprefled, and in danger, no-
thing can be mote natural than that they fhould
enquire into the real ftate of things, trace their
grievances to their fource, and endeavour to apply
the remedies which are moft likely to procure re-
lief: this I take to be the defign of the prefent
meeting of perfons deputed from every part of
the country ; and as they have thought proper
to open and begin their deliberations with a fo-
lemn addrefs unto Gop, and the confideration of
his holy word, I moft chearfully comply with
their requeit to officiate on this occafion ; and fhall
endeavour, as I may be enabled, to point out
{uch direétions from the holy fcriptures as may
make us wife in'the knowledge of time, and di-
Tect us how to carry. ourfelves worthy of the

. D charalter

2
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chara&ter of good {ubjécts and Chriftians : whats
ever may be necefary for this purpofe, I take to
be comprehended in the apoftolical rule, which
I have laid down as the {ubje& of this difcourfe ;
‘¢ So {peak, and {fo do, as they that fhall be
¢ judged by the law of liberty.”

There are two things which properly come
before us, viz.

I. That we are to be judged by the law of
liberty ; and

II. The exhortation to act worthy, and under
the influence of this important truth on every
occafion.

A law is a rule of behaviour made under
proper authority, and with penalties annexed
Juitable to deter the tranfgreflions. As all laws
fuppofe man to be in a focial ftate, fo all laws
ought to be made for the good of man = alaw that
is not made by fuch as have authority for fo doing,
is of no force ; and if authority makes laws de-
ftructive in themfelves, no authority can prevent
things from finally taking their natural courfe.

Wherever there is fociety, there muft alfo be
law ; it is impofiible that fociety fhould fubfift
without it. The will, minds, tempers, difpo-
fitions, views, and interefls of men are {o very
different, and fometimes fo oppofite, that with-
out law, which cements and binds all, every
thing would be in endlefs diforder and confufion.
All laws ufually wear the complexion of thofe
by whom they were made; but it cannot be de-
nied that fome bad men, from a fenfe of necel-

: fity,
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fity, have made good laws ; and that fome good
men, from miftake, or other weaknefles, have
enadted laws bad in themfelves, and pernicious
in their confequences.

All human laws partake of human imperfec-
tion ; it is not fo with the laws of Gop: heis
perfect, and fo are all his works and ways.
¢ The law of the Lorp is perfe&t, converting
« the foul, The teftimony of the Lorp is fure,
<« making wife the fimple. The ftatutes of the
¢« Lorp are right, rejoicing the heart. The
« commandment of the LorD is pure, enlighten-
¢ ing the eyes. All his judgments are truth,
“ and righteoufnefs altogether.”  Pfalm xix.

Among men every fociety and country has its
own laws and form of government, which may
be very different, and cannot operate beyond their
limits ; but thofe laws and that form of govern-
ment are undoubtedly beft which have the greateft
tendency to make all thofe that live under them fe-
cure and happy. - As foon as we confider man
as formed into fociety, it is evident that the
* {afety of the whole muft be the grand law which
muftinfluenceand diret every other : men didnot
pafs from a ftate of nature into a ftate of fociety,
to render their fituation more miferable, and
their rights more precarious. That government
and tyranny is the hereditary right of fome, and
that flavery and opprefiion is the original doom of
others, isa do@rine that would reflect dithonour

* Salus populi fuprema lex.
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upon Gob: it is treafon againft all mankind § it
4s indeed an enormous faith that millions were
made for one: tranfubftantiation is but a harms-
lefs abfurdity, compared with the notion of a
divine right to govern wrong, or of making laws
which are contrary to every idea of liberty, pro=
perty, and juftice.

The law which the apoftle {peaks of in our
text, is not a law of man, but of Him who &
the only lawgiver, that can fave and condemn;
to whom all owe obedience, and whofe laws none
can tranfgrefs with impunity.

- Though all the laws that Gop. ever gave unto
- man are worthy of Gop, and tend to promoté
the happinefs of thofe to whom they were given,
yet we may obferve a very ftriking variety in the
different laws which he gave at different times
and to different people. < He thewed his word
““ unto Jacob, his ftatutes and his judgments unto
¢¢ Ifrael ; he has not dealt fo with any other na-
“ tion,” Pfalm cxlvii. 18, 19.

To the generality of mankind he gave no writ-
ten law, but yet left not himfelf without a wits
nefs among them; the words of the law were
written in their hearts, their confcience alfo
bearing witnefs, and their thoughts the mean
while excufing or elfe accufing oneanother: it
cannot be faid they were without law, whilft
what they were to do, and what they were to for-
bear, was written in their hearts.’ &

To Ifrael Gop came with a fiery law in his
hands, it was given with the moft awful folem-

Illty
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-pity upon mount Sinzi : and as the fUm and fub- .
ftance of all their ceremonial, political, and meral
law centered in the ten commandments, fo-the
{um and fubftance of thefe are comprehended m
love to Gop and love to man, which, as our
Lorp himfelf informs us contain all the law
and all the prophets.

All manifeftations of the will of Gop have
been gradual ; and it is probable the means of
knowing Gop will be progreflive through differ-
ent ages, till eternity gives the good man a full
fight of Gobp in his immediate plefence During
the difpenfation of the old teftament and the ce-
remonial law, a fpirit of bondage obtained unto
fear, the law was a {choolmafter to brmg us unto
CuRrisT ; neither did the law make any thmg
perfe, ‘but the bringing in of a better hope.
grace and truth were brought to light by Jesus
Cur1sT ;5 and hence the difpenfation of the gof-
pel under which we live, is called the law of
LIBERTY.

Though there is a manifeft diftin@&ion between
law and gofpel; and fornetimes thefe two thmgs
arc even oppofed to one another, yet the do@rine
of the ooipel is alfo called ¢ the law of faith;”
Rom. iit. 17. partly becaufe it was ufual with the
Jewx(h writers to call every doctrine a law, and
partly alfo becaufe the doctrine of the gofpel pre<
fents us ‘with'a rule of life, which all its profef-
fors are bound to obey: hence they are faid to be
¢ notwithoutlaw, but under the law of CHRriIsT;” ;
1 Cor ix. 11. and hence our apoftle fpeaks of a

royal
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foyal law, which, though we cannot obey in per-
fection, nor derive any merit from our imperfect
obedience, we cannot negle without danger,
nor difobey without fhewing our difregard to the
do&rine of the gofpel in general.

It deferves very particular attention, that the
doctrine of the gofpelis called alaw of LIBERTY.
Liberty and law are perfectly confiftent; liberty
does not confift in living without all reftraint;, for
were all men to live without reftraint, as they

leafe, there would foon be no liberty atall ; the
_ftrongeft would be mafter, the weakeft go to the
wall ; right, juftice, and property muft give way
to power, and, inftead of its being a blefling, a
more unhappy fituation could not eafily be de-
vifed unto mankind, than that every man thould
have it in his power to do what is right in his own
eyes : well regulated liberty of individuals is the
natural offspring of laws, which prudentially re-
gulate the rights of whole communities : and as
laws which take away the natural rights of men
are unjuft and oppreflive, o all liberty which is
not regulated by law is a delufive phantom, and
unworthy of the glorious name. ;

The gofpel is called a law of liberty, becaufe
it bears 2 moft friendly afpe@ to the liberty of
man: it is a known rule, Evangelium non tollit
politias, the golpel makes no alteration in the
civil ftate; it by no means renders man’s patural
and focial condition worfe than it would be with-
out the knowledge of the gofpel. When the
Jews boafted of their freedom, and that they

never
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never were in bondage, our LorD does not re-
prove them for it, but only obferves, that na-
tional freedom ftill admits of improvement: ¢ If
¢ the Son fhall make you free, then are you free
¢ indeed.” John viii. 16. This leads me to ob-
ferve, that the gofpel is a law of liberty in a much
higher fenfe: by whomf{oever a man is overcome,
of the fame he is brought into bondage; but no
external eneémy can fo completely tyrannize over
a conquered enemy, as fin does over all thofe
who yield themfelves its fervants: vicious habits,
when once they have gained the afcendant in the
foul, bring man to that unhappy pafs, that he
knows better things and does worfe; fin, like a
torrent, carries him away againft knowledge and
conviction, while confcience fully convinceth him
that he travels the road of death, and muft ex-
pe&, if he fo continues, to take up his abode in
hell ; though his decaying body clearly tells him
fin breaks his conftitution, as well as waftes his
{ubftance; though he feels the lofs of credit and
wealth, flill fin has too firong a hold of him to
be forfaken ; though he faintly refolves to break
off ; yet, till the grace of Gob brings falvation,
when he would do good, evil is prefent with him :
in fhort, inftead of being under a law of liberty,
he is under the law of fin and death; but when-
ever he feels the happy influence of the grace of
the gofpel, then this ¢ law of liberty makes him
¢« free from the law of fin anddeath:” Rom. viii. 2.
it furniftheth him not only with motives to refiff,
but with power alfo to fubdue fin; fin reigns no

longer
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longer:in his mortal body, becaufe heis not
under the law, butunder grace. = By this law of
liberty he is made free from fin, and has his fruit
unto holinefs, and the end of it eternal life.
There is anether reafon why the gofpel is called a
law of liberty, which is to diftinguifh it from the
ceremonial law under the Mofaic difpenfation; a
yoke, of which an apoftle faith, mneither they
nor their fathers were able to bear ; it was fuper-
added on account of their tranfgreffions, and
fuited to the charater of a grofs and ftubborn
pation, to whom it was originally given: they
were fo prone to idolatry, and fo apt to forget
their Gon, their notions were fo grofs and carnal,
that a number of external rites and ceremonies
‘became neceflary, ‘' to put them in mind of him,
-and to attach them to fome degree of his worfhip
and fervice. This, however neceffary, was a
heavy burden; it bid them ¢ touch not, tafte
¢« mot, handle not;” it required of them expen- .
five facrifices, and a coftly and painful fervice; it
‘was attended with the moft fearful threatnings;
“if any man brake Mofes' law, he died under two
.or three witnefles; and the very {pirit they then
.received, was a fpirit of bondage unto fear:
. whereas the gofpel difpenfation breatheth a fpirit
of confidence, and under the law of liberty we
_ callupon Gob, as Abba, Father. By this law of

- liberty the profefiors of the gofpel will be judged.
Evéry man isa rational, and therefore account-
able, creature. Asa creature he muft needs de-
- pend on his Creator; and asa rational creature he
. - muft
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#udt céitainly be accountable for all his aétions.
Nothing is more evident than that man is not of
himfelf ; and if once we admit that he holds his
exiftence, his faculties and favours from Gob that
made him, it becomes a very obvious conclufion
that his Maker muft have had fome view in giving
him exiftence, and more underftanding than to
the beafts of the field, neither can it be a matter
of indifference to him whether man aéts agreeably
or contrary to his defigns. 'The Creator of the
natural world is alfo its moral ruler; and if heis
now the proprietor and ruler of intelligént beings;
at fome time or other he muft alfo be their
judge. '

If Gob had not made his will known unto
man, there could have been neither tranfgreflion
nor judgment. If it thould be faid that Gop
has not manifefted himfelf alike unto all men,
and that fome have much {maller opportunities to
know his will and their duty than others, it is
enough to obferve, that no man will be judged
by a rule of which it was impoffible he thould
have any knowledge. Every work and every
#man will be brought into judgment, and the
judgment of Gop will never be otherwife than
according to truth ; but thofe that never had the
law of liberty will not be judged by that law; and
thofe that have been favoured with the revelation
of ithe gofpel, will be more inexcufable than any
others if they negleét the day of their vifitation.
¢ As many as have finned without law, {hall
¢ alfo perifh-without law ; and as many as have

E « finnep
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« finned in the law, fhall be judged by the law.”
Rom. ii. 12. All men are under fome law; they
feel, they are-confcious, that they are fo; the
thoughts which already excufe or condemn one
another, are an anticipation of a final and deci-
five judgment, when every man’s reward will be
according to his works.

That all thofe who heard-and profefled to be-
lieve the gofpel will be finally judged by that,
we have the fulleft affurance. Gop will judge
the fecrets of men by Jesus CHRIST according
to his gofpel. ¢ The word that I have {poken,”
faith CurisT, ¢ the fame will judge them that
¢ heard it on the laft day.” John xii. 48., It
greatly interefts us clearly to know what is the
import and confequence of being judged by the
golpel as a law of liberty, and it contains the
tollowing things: : |

The general charalter, all the thoughts,
words, and atiofls, together with the general
conduct of all thofe who profefled the gofpel,
will be brought to the teft, and tried by this
rule. Man’s own opinion of himfelf, the good
opinion of others, will here ftand him in no
ftead ; his charaGter will not be determined by his
external’ appearance, but by his inward reality.
«« Man looketh on the outward appearance, but
« the LorDlooketh on the heart.” 1 Sam. xvit. 7.
The felf-righteous pharifee will be rejected; not-
withftanding his fair appearance and boafting;
the penitent publican will be received, though he
has nothing to plead,. but Lorp have mercy on

, me
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me a finner. The law is fpiritual, and no law
more {o than the law of the gofpel; it requires
not-merely an external obedience, but an inter-
nal- conformity to the will of Gop; it demands
truth in the inward part; it looks not only to the
altions that are done, but to the principle from
which they flow ; we muft judge of man’s in-
ward difpofition by his vifible action; but Gop
judges of the actions of men according to their
invifible fpung ; thoughts are out of the reach of
human cognizance, but they are the firft objeét
of divine notice: there is not a word that drops
from our tonguebut what our judge hears ; what-
ever we do, or whatever we negled, is all under
his immediate eye; and he not only attends to
our general charatter,,but alfo to every thought,
word, or action, and the prevailing complexion
of all thefe taken together form our true and real
character,

In the judgment, according to this law, our
character, words, thoughts, and actions will be
brought to the teft of this rule, our conduc will
be compared with thefe precepts; this is the ba-
lance ot the fanctuary in which the profefiors of
the gofpel fhall be weighed, and as they fhall be
found approved or deficient, their cafe muft be
determined. Thofe whofe temper and actions
fhall be found conformable to the law of liberty,
will be acquitted, gracioufly accepted, and made
ever happy; and thofe who turned the grace of
Gobp into wantonnefs, and made the liberty of

the gofpel a cloak for their fins, will be finally
: E 2 rejected,
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reje@ed. The gofpel informs us, that a day is
already appointed fof that purpofe; it acquaints
us with the perfon of our judge, and every cit-
cumfitance, as well as the rule, according to
which he wiil procéed in judgment. Perhaps on
that day, when all nations fhall appear before the
judge, and he will divide them as a thepherd di-
videth the fheep from the goats, diftin& places
will alfo be allotted to thofe who are to be judged
by natural confcience and the law of nature, and
thofe who have been favoured with a divine re-
velation, and efpecially with the light of the
gofpel : the people of Nineveh will arife againtt
empty profeflors of the gofpel, and will condemn
them. - Thofe who have been exalted above
others in means and privileges, will fit propor-
tionably lower than thefe who have made a better
improvement of lefler means ; and notwithftand-
_ing the fondeft hope and fineft profeffion, it is a
determined rule of the law of liberty, that
¢ txcept our righteouine(s fhall exceed that of
¢ the {cribes and pharifees, we fhall in no cafe
‘¢ enter into the kingdom of heaven.”

It deferves our peculiar attention, that the
apoftle confiders the gofpel as a law of liberty,
at the fame time when he fets it before us as the
rule by which we are to be judged. We are not
to imagine becaufe the gofpel is a law of liberty,
therefore men will not be judged; on the con-
trary, judgment will be the more fevere againft
all who have heard and profeffed the gofpel, and
yet walked contrary to its precepts and doctrine,
3 ' ' As
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As the tranfgreflion of a law of liberty muft be
more inexcufable, than the tranfgreffion of a law
unjult or oppreflive in itfelf, or even the ceremo-
nial law, which was given only for a certain pe-
riod, and to anfwer temporary purpofes, fo their
judgment and doom muft be proportionably hea-
vier, who have finned againft love and liberty, as
well as againft power and juffice.

- According to this law the fate of men will not
only be determined, but fentence will alfo be put
into' éxecution. Gop fitteth cn the throne of
judgment every day, and judgeth righteoufly;
but he hath moreover appointed a particular day
when he will manifeft his power and juftice be-
fore the whole creation; when the dead both
fmall and great will ftand before Gop; when
thofe that acted agreeable to the law of liberty,
will attain the fulnefs of glory of the freedom of
the fons of Gop, and when he will alfo take ven-
geance on all that have not known Gop, and have
not obeyed his holy gofpel. This naturally leads
to the fecond thing propofed, to take a nearer
view of the importance of the exhortation, ¢ So
¢ fpeak, and {o do, as they that {hall be judged
“ by the law of liberty.”

It feems as though the apoftle had an eye to
fome particular branch of the law of liberty, 7.e.
the love which we owe unto our neighbour, and
that his defign is to obviate the miftake as though
men might be confidered as fulfilling the law of
CuRrisT, in paying refpet to fome of its com-
mands and prohibitions, at the fame time that

| they
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they were entirely regardlefs of the reft. He af-
fures them, that ¢ whofoever fhall keep. the
¢ whole law, but fhall tranigrefs in one point”

(e. g- having refpett of perfono) “ is guilty of
« all.” On this principle the apoftie builds the

eneral exhortation, ¢ So fpeak, and fo do, as
<« they that fhall be judged by the law of li-
3 berty »  This implies,

. Be thoroughly convinced of the certainty

of a judgment to come, and that it extends to
you, to all your thoughts, words, and actions.

There is not any truth of greater moment, nor
perhaps more eafily forgotten. 'The belief or
unbelief of this unportant do@rine muft have the
“moft fenfible effe@s. All the apoftles frequently
put their hearers in mind of a judgment to come ;
and there is not any truth more neceflary to be fre-
quently. inculcated and daily thought on; and
wherever this truth is really believed and felt, it
will have a conftant and natural influence on the
bchaviour of thofe who truly believe it.

2. See to it that in judgment you may fland.
All men will be brought into judgment, but few
will be able to ftand ; none will be excufed, orbe
able to withdraw, and only thofe who have aéted
worthily will meet with the divine acceptance.

“The difference will be amazing and beyond all
conception : an eternity of happinefs, ‘which eye
has not feen, ear has not heard, and which never
entered into the heart of any man, lies on the
" one fide; and defpair, mifery, and torment on
the other. Thofe that are able to ftand, will

meet
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meet with the {miles and approbation of their -
judge; and to all the reft the king will fay,
¢« Thefe mine enemies that would not have me
 to bear rule over them, bring them here, and
¢ flay them before mine eyes.” Thofe that be-
lieve and are convinced of this-awful alternative,
thould certainly make it their care that they may
be able to ftand in judgment; neither thould the.
perfuafion of this only influence their conduct in
general, but thefe words ought to be confidered
as a rule, which we ought to have conftantly be=
fore our eyes in all our difcourfes and every un-
dertaking ; we fhould ever ¢ fo {peak, and fo
¢ act, as they that fhall be judged by the law of
¢ liberty.”

I fhall draw a few inferences, before I con-
clude with a more particular addrefs to the worthy
gentlemen at whofe requeft I preach on this
occafion. _

1. The gofpel is a low of liberty.

A late writer * afferts, ¢ Every religion coun-
¢ tenances defpotifm, but none fo much as the
< Chriftian.” ' This is a very heavy charge againft
religion in general, - but bears hardeft on ‘the
Chriftian. Whether it proceeds from malice,
ignorance, , or. mifapprehenfion, it is needlefs to
determine : -but if Chriftianity be a law of liberty,
it muft- be obvious how ill-grounded is fuch a
charge againft it. Itcannot be denied but fome

* See a tra&, intitoled, “ Chains of Slavery.” Printed,
_London, 1775.

“Chiiftian
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" Chriftian writers have wrote againft the rights of
mankind. All thofe who ftand up for unlimited
paflive obedience and non-refiftance, may have
given but too much caufe for fuch furmifes and
fufpicions ; but the truth is, that both thofe which
make this charge, and thofe who gave occafion
for it, were alike ignorant of the fpirit and tem=
per of Chriftianity ; and it may well be doubted
whether the venders .of fuch odious doérines,
who foifted tenets, fo abominable and injurious
to mankind, intothe {yftem of Chriftian religion;
have not -done that holy religion greater ‘hurt,
under the pretence of friendfthip and defence,
than its.moft barefaced enemies by all their moft
violent attacks. Some Chriftian divines have
taught the enormous faith, that millions were
made for one ; they have afcribed a divine right
to kings to govern wrong: ‘but what then? Are
{uchabominable do&rines any part of Chriftianity,
becaufe thefe men fay fo? Does the gofpel ceaie
to be a law.of liberty, becaufe fome of ‘its-pro-
feflors ipervert it into an engine of ‘tyranny, -op-
preflion, and injuflice ?

The affertion, that all religion countenances
defpotifm, and Chriftianity more than any other,
is diametrically .oppofite to fa&. Survey -the
globe, and you will find that liberty *has taken
jits feat only in Chriftendom, -and that the higheft
degree of freedom is pleaded for and enjoysd by
fuch as make profeffion of the gofpel.

There are but two religions ‘which are ‘con-
cerned in this charge; the Jewith and the Chrif-

tian.
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tian. Natural religion writers of this kind I
fuppofe would not include in their charge; if
they do, they fet all religion at variance with the
rights of mankind, contrary to the fenfe of all
nations, who are generally agreed, that, ab-
ftratly of a world to come, religion is of real
fervice and neceflity to mankind, for their better
government and order.

As to the Jewifh religion, it feems really ftrange
that any fhould charge it with favouring defpo-
tifm, when by one of its exprefs rites at certain
times it proclaimed ¢ Liberty throughout the
¢ land, to the inhabitants thereof.” Levit. xxv.
1o. Itrequired their kings « not to be lifted
““ upin their hearts above their brethren.” Deut.
xvii. 20. And the whole fyftem of that religion
is {o replete with laws againft injuftice and op-
preflion, it pays fuch an extraordinary regard to
property, and gives fuch a ftri& charge to rule in
juftice and the fear of Gob, and to confider thofe
over whom they judge as their brethren, even
when difpenfing punithments, and forbids all
excefs in them, that it is really furprizing any one
acquainted with its precepts thould declare it
favourable to defpotifm or oppreflion.

The Chriftian religion, while it commands
due refpet and obedience to fuperiors, no where
requires a blind and unlimited obedience on the
part of the fubjects; nor does it veft any abfo-
lute and arbitrary power in the rulers, It is an
inftitution for the benefit, and not for the diftrefs

of mankind. It preacheth not only « glory to
“Gob
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¢« Gop-on high,” but alfo «“ peace on earth, and
¢ good will among men.” :

The gofpel gives no higher authority to magi-
firates than to be ¢“'the minifters of Gob, for the
«¢ good of the fubject,” Rom. xiii. From whence
it muft furely follow, that their power is to edify,
and not to deftroy: when they abufe their au-
thority, to diftrefs and deftroy their fubjects,
they deferve not to be thought minifters of Gob
for good ; nor is to be fuppofed,when they act
“{o contrary to the nature of their office, that they
‘a& agreeable to the will of Gop, or in'con-
formity to the doctrine of the gofpel.

The gofpel recommends unto mafters to for-
bear threatenings, and to remember that they
‘alio have a mafter in heaven; it affures them
that the eye of Gop is equally upon the fervant
“and the mafter, and that ~with Gop there is no
refpect of perfons : it commands mafters, from the
moft folemn confiderations, to give unto fervants
that which is juft and equal: it faith to the
meaneft flave, < Art thou called, being a fervant,
¢ care not forit, but if thou mayeft be made
« free, ufe it rather.” 1 Cor. vil. 21/

The doétrine of the golpel has that regard to
property, that it commands even foldiers; ¢ Do
¢ yiolence to no man, and be content with your
¢ wages,” Lukeiil. 14. Thata Paul fent back
a run-away flave, though now converted, and
belonging to his intimate friend, and at a tume
when he feems to have ftood in real need of his

“fervice, from a delicacy that he would do nothing
: without
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without the owner’s mind, lefs his benefit thould
appear as if it were of necefiity, and not willingly.

Philem. 14. From the fame fpirit of juftice a
Zacheus, after his converfion, reftored ‘fourfold
what before he had taken from any by falfe ac-
cufation : furely then the fpirit of the gofpel is
very friendly to the rights and property of men.

The goipel {ets confcience above all human
authority in matters of faith, and bids us to
¢ ftand faft in that hbcrty wherewith the Son of
¢ Gop has made us free.” Gal, v. 1. Freedom is
the very {pirit and temper of the gofpel «« He
¢ that is called in the LorD, being a fervant, is
« the LorDp’s freeman, Ye arebouvhtwnh apr ice,
¢ be ye not the fervants of men.” 1 Cor. vil. 22,
23. At the fame time that it commands us to
{ubmit to every ordinance of men, italfo directs
us to a. < as free, and not ufing liberty as a
¢« cloak of malicioufnefs, but as the fervants of
«“ Gop.” 1 Pet. iii. 13-18.

Thofe therefore that would fopport arbitrary
power, and require an unlimited obedience, in
vain look for precedents or precepts tor fuch
thmgs in the golpel, an inftitution equally tend-
ing to make men juft, free, and happy here,-and
perfeétly hol y and happy hereafter.

2. The main defign of the gofpel is not to direét
us in our external and civil affairs, but how we
may- at laff fland wiibh comfort before Gob, the
judge of all.

Human prudence is to be our guide in the

concerns of time ; the gofpel makes us wife unto
{ {alvation,
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falvation, and points out the means to be purfued,
that it may be well with us in the world to come.
As rational creatures we are to make ufe of our
reafon ; as Chriftians we are to repent and be-
lieve the gofpel. Motives of a worldly nature
~may very properly influence us in our worldly
concerns ; we are created not only for eternity,
but alfo for time : it is not at all improper for us
to have a due regard for both. The gofpel will
regulate our defires and reftrain our paflions as to
earthly things, and will raife us at the fame time
above time and fenfe, to objects of a nature more
worthy of ourfelves. A due regard for, and
frequent meditation on, a judgment to come, will
greatly affift us in all our concerns ; and this very
confideration the gofpel holds out to us in the
cleareft manner. It not only affirms as a truth,
what reafon and conicience might confider only
as probable, but it takes away as it were the
veil frem between us and things to come;
it gives us a prefent view of the future blifs of
faints, and the terrors and defpair of finners ;—
rather an hiftorical account than a prophetic de-
fcription of all the proceedings of the dreadful
pleafing day ; it clearly points out the road to
dcﬁiudlon, and the way to efcape; it affords us
a plain and general rule to obtain fafety and com-
fort, when it bids us, ¢ So fpeak, and fo do,
sl thcy that fhall be judged by the law of
« liberty.”
This general rule may alfo be of confiderable
fervice in extraordinary and particular cafes. It
is
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is impoffible to provide exprefs directions for every
particalar cafe ; and in the courfe of things cir-
cumftances may happen when a good man may
be at a lofs to know his duty, and find it difficult
fo to ac as to obtain his own approbation. There
may be danger of going beyond, and danger in
not coming up to, the mark. To a& worthy of
Gop, who has called us, is the general rule of
the Chriftian at all times, and upon every occa-
fion; and did we but always tollow this rule,
what manner of perfons fhould we then be!
But in cafes of intricacy, we may' ftill be /in
doubt what may be moft for the glory of Gop,
and moft confiftent with our duty. Sometimes
alfo our relative duties may feem to come in
competition with one another, and we may
hefitate in our own mind which for the prefent
has the ftrongeft call. We would fain obey our
fuperiors, and yet we cannot think of giving up our
natural, our civiland religious rights, nor acquielce
in or contribute to render our fellow-creatures or
tellow-citizens flaves and miferable. We would
willingly follow peace with all men, and yet would
be very unwilling that others fhould take the ad-
vantage of a pacific difpofition to injure us in hopes
of doing itwith impunity. Wewould exprefs duty,
refpe@, and obedience to the king, as fupreme,
and yet we would not with to ftrengthen the
hands of tyranny, nor call oppreflion lawful ;
in fuch a delicate fituation it is a golden rule,
< So to fpeak, and fo todo, as they that fhall be
“judged by the law of liberty.” Nothing has

a greater
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a greater tendency to make men a&t wrong thai
the difbelief of a future judgment; and nothing
will more effetually reftrain and dire&t them
than the full perfuafion that fuch an event will
certainly take place: nothing would have a
happier tendency to make us att with prudence,
juftice, and moderation, than the firm perfuafion
that Gop will bring every work into judgment,
and every fecret thing, whether it be good
or bad.

Neither could I think on any direction more
applicable to the defign of our prefent meeting,
or which I might more properly recommend to
the refpe@able gentlemen now met together to
confult on the recovery and prefervation of the
liberties of America, and who chofe to begin
their deliberations with a folemn a& of worfhip
to almighty Gop, who has eftablithed govern-
ment as his ordinance, and equally abhors
licentioufnefs and oppreflion ; whofe fingular
blefling it is if fubjects enjoy a righteous govern-
ment, and under fuch a government lead a quict
and peaceable life in all godline(s and honefly.

You are met, gentlemen, in a moft critical
time, and on a moft alarming occafion, not in a
Tegiflative capacity, but (while the fitting of the
ufual reprefentation is not thought for the king’s
fervice, or neceffary for the good of this province)
vou are chofen by the general voice of this pro-
vince to meet on their behalf, to confult on fuch
meafures as in our local circumftances may be
moft to the real advantage, and tend to the

honour
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honour of our fovereign, as’ well as the good
and fafety of this province, and of all this
great continent. For the fake of the auditory,
I fhall briefly ftate the immediate caufes that
have given rife to this Provincial and a General
American Congrefs, and then offer fuch humble
advice as appears to me moft fuitable to our
circumf{tances. ‘

To enforce fome alls for laying on a duty to
raife a perpetual revenue in America, which the
Americans think unjuft and unconftitutional,
which all- America complains of, and fome
provinces have in fome meafure oppofed ¥, a
fleet and army has been fent to New England,
and after a long feries of hardthips by that pro-
vince patiently endured, ‘it is now out of all
queftion that hoftilities have been commenced
againft them ; blood has been fhed, and many
lives 'have been taken away ; thoufands, never
fo much as fufpected of having any hand in the
action which is made the pretence of all the
feverity now ufed againft that province, have
been and ftill are reduced to the greateft diftrefs.
From this other provinces have taken the alarm :
an apprehenfion of nearer foes, not unlikely to

appear as auxiliaries in an unjuft caufe, has
* thrown our neighbours into arms ; how far and
wide the flame fo wantonly kindled may be per-

* This oppofition in fome provinces confifted in fending the
tea on which this duty was to be paid back to England, not
fuffering it to be fold or landed in others, and in Boiton, when
they were prevented from fending it back, it was entirely
deitroyed, but no perfon hurt, nor any blood fhed,

mitted
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mitted to fpread, none can tell; but in thefe
alarming circumftances the liberty of this con-
tinent, of which we are a part, the fafety and
domeftic peace of this province, will naturally
become a fubject of your deliberations; and here
I may well adapt the language of old, « There
¢« was no fuch deed done nor feen from the day
¢« that America was firft fettled unto this day;
¢ confider of it, take advice, and fpeak your
¢ minds,” Judges xix. 3o0. I mean not to an-
ticipate and direct your counfels; but, from your
defire I fhould {peak on this occafion, I take it
for granted you will permit me to offer fuch
hints as may appear fuitable to the place ‘and
defign of our prefent meeting.

In the firft place, as there is no evil in a city
in which the hand of Gop may not be feen, fo
in vain is falvation looked for from the hills and
from the mountains, but can come from him
only who has made heaven and earth. 'This
undoubtedly is a day of trouble, but Gob faith
to his people, ¢ Call upon me in a day of tronble,
«and I will deliver thee.” Pf.1. 15, ¢ What
¢ nation has Gop fo nigh unto them, as the
¢«« Lorp our Gop is in all things that we call
¢« upon him for.,” Deut, iv. 7. If this be our
firft ftep, if firft of all we look unto him from
whom our help cometh, we may hope all will
be well at'laft, Let us be thoroughly convinced
of this, we muft ftand well with Gop, elfe it
can never be well with us at at all ; without him
and his help we can never profper. The LorD

1s
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is with you, if you are with him: if you
« feek him, you will find him; butif you for=
« fake him, you will be forfaken by him.”
2 Chron. xv. 2. ' If Gop be for us, who can be
againft us? if he be againft us, who can be
for us?  Before we think on, or look any where
élfe, may our eyes be unto Gon, that he may
be gtacious unto us. Let us humbly confefs and
fpeedily turn from our fins, deprecate his judg-
ment, and fecare his favour. ¢ Rent your hearts,
¢and not your garments, and turn unto the
“ Lorp your Gop, for he is gracious and
« merciful, flow to anger and of great kindnefs,
<« and repenteth him of the evil, who knoweth
«if he will return and repent, and leave a
¢ blefling behind him, even a meat-offering and
« a drink-offering unto the Lorp your Gop.”
LIS THE €168 5 A Y
* Let it be a ftanding rule with every one that is
to it in council upon this occafion,  fo to{peak,
<« and fo to do, as one that is to be judged by the
¢« Jaw of liberty.” Let us moft carefully avoid
every thing that might make us’incur the dif-
pleafure of Gop, and wound our own con-
ftiences. The effects of your deliberation may
become very ferious and extenfive, and the con-
fequences extremely important: think therefore
before you fpeak, deliberate before you execute,
and let the law of liberty, by which you are
hereafter to be judged, be the conftant rule of
all your words and actions. Far be it from us
to be reduced under laws inconfiftent with liberty,

G and
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and as far to wifh for liberty without law ; let the
~one be fo tempered with the other, that when
we come to give our account to the fupreme
lawgiver, who is the great judge of all, it may
appear we had a due regard to both, and may
meet with his approbation.
" Such always hath been, and fuch is flill the
attachment of America to the illuftrious houfe -
of Hanover, that I need not put you in mind
of our duty to the king as fupreme. By our
law the king can do no wrong ; but of his prefent
majefty, who is univexfally known to be adorned
with many focial virtues, may we not juftly con-
¢lude that he would not do any wrong, even
though he could? May we not hope, that to
the greatnefs of a monarch he will fuperadd
the feelings of the man, the tendernefs of a
father? May we not hope, that when' the truth
of things, the tears of his fuffering fubjeéts, the
+ diftrefles caufed 'by acts extremely ill advifed,
once reach his notice, a generous pity will force
his heart, and that pity, when he feels it, will
" command redrefs ? < The heart of the king is in
¢¢ the hand of the Lorp, as the rivers of water,
¢ and he turneth it as he pleafeth.” Prov. xxi. 1.
Moft earneftly therefore let us pray, that in this
great and moft important matter alfo Gobp may
give unto the king an underftanding heart, that
power may be govcmed by wifdom, and the
“wheels of government roll on with juftice and
moderation,

Should
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Should you think that all our prefent diftrefs
is owing to evil counfellors, nothing need to
hinder you from praying that Gop would
turn their counfels o foolithnefs: you may
make it your earneft requeft, both in public and
in private, that the wicked being removed from
before the king, his throne may “be eftablithed in
righteoufnefs ; that the rod of the 01]_){“?{{)" rnay
be broke, and juftice and equlty take place of
tyranny and oppreflion.

It may be owing to nothing but the firm
attachment to the reigning family, that fo many
Americans look upon the prefent meafures as a
deep laid plan to bring in the Pretender. Perhaps
this jealoufy may be very groundlefs; but o
much is certain, that pone but Great Britain’s
coemies can be gainers in this unnatural con-
telt ¥, :

Never let us lofe out of fight that our interelt
lies in a perpetual conneétion with our mother
country. Notwithftanding the prefent unwile
and harfh meafures, there are thoufands in Great
Britain that think with us, and wifh well to the
American caufe, and make it their own; let us
convince our enemies, that the firuggles of
America have not their rife in a deflire of in=
dependency, bat from a warm regard to our

* Were it deﬁgned to give the Pretender an opportunity; to
raife divifious in Great Britain, ftarve the manufafrers, fend
away troops from Ireland and Scotland, and breed civil war in
America, muit all be circumftances too favourable, and I may
fay very tempting to promote fuch a proje&t,

G 2 common
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common conflitution ; that we efteem the name
of Britons, as being the fame with freemen:
let every ftep we take afford proof how greatly
we efteem our mother country, and that, to
the with of a perpetual connection, we prefer
this only confideration, that we may be virtuous
and free *, :

Let me intreat you, gentlemen, -think: coolly,
and act deliberately : rafth counfels are feldom
good ones: minifterial rathnefs and American
rathnefs can ‘only be productive of untoward
compounds: inconfiderate meafures, framed on
the other fide of the Ailantic, are the caufe of
all our mifchiefs; and it is not in the leaft pro-
bable that inconfiderate meafures in America can
be produltive of any good. Let nothing be
done through ftrife and vain glory;  let no pri=
vate refentment nor party zeal difgrace your
honeft warmth for your country’s welfare:
meafures determined on by integrity and pra-

* The ideaof a feparation between America and Great Britain
js big with {fo many and fuch horrid evils, that every friend to
both muft fhudder at the thought. Every man that gives the
moft diftant hint of fuch a with, ought inftantly to be fufpe&ed’
as a common enemy 3 nothing would more effeually ferve the
caufe of our enemies, than any propofal of this kind ; all wife
men and all good men would immediately {peak, write, and a&
againft it: fuch a propofal,” whenever it fhould be made, would
be an inlet to greater evils than any we have yet fuffered. But
what America detefts as the greateft evil, a Britith miniftry has
taken the greateft pains to effet ; has wafted Britith blood and
treafure to alienate America and Great Britain ; the breach is
growing wider and wider, it is become like a great fea; every
moment is 4 165 that is not improved towards bringing about
a reconciliation, * - S P 3
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dence, are moft likely to be carried info execution
by fteadinefs and moderation. Let neither the
frowns of tyranny, nor the pleafure of popularity,
fway - you from what you clearly apprehend juft
‘and right, and to be your duty. Confider how
much lies at flake ; how greatly your religion,
your liberty, your property, your pofterity, is
interefted. Endeavour to aé& like freemen, like
loyal fubjes, like real Chriftians, and you will
“{o fpeak, and fo a&, as they that fhall be
¢ judged by the law of liberty.” A& con-
fcientiouﬂy, and with a view to Gop, then com=-
mit your ways to him; leave the event with
Gob, and you will have great reafon to hope
that the event will be juft, honourable, and
happy. .

And now, gentlemen, you have the wifhes
and prayers of every thoughtful perfon, that
“your deliberations may be carried on with candaur,
unanimity, and prudence; may be blefled to
preferve the quietnefs of this province, and
co-operate in reftoring the rights and tran-
quillity of all America, as well as promote the
profperity of the whole Britith empire. This will
afford you a heart-felt fatisfaction, and tran{mit
your name to pofterity with honour, when all

 thofe who had oppofite views, and fought their

greatnefs in the ruin of others, will' be held in
abhorrence and deteftation. :

I have but a few hints to give to my hearers
n general,

The
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The times are evil ; this is a day of adverfity,
and in a time of adverfity we ought to confider.
¥r may peihaps foon become impofible, even to
the moft indolent, to continue unconcerned; and
thofe that with no more than to hide themfelves
in quiet obfcurity, may not always have it in their
power to remain neuter: to know the figns of
the time, is a confiderable part of human pru-
dence; and it is a flill greater to walk circum-
fpectly, and redeem the time,- becaufe the days
are evil. Whatever part you may think your-
felves obliged to take, ¢ fo {peak, and fo do,
« as they that fhall be judged hereafter, and
¢« judged by the law of liberty.”

In thefe times of confulien I would prefs on
my hearers a moft confcientious regard to the
common laws of the land. Let our conduét thew
that we are not lawlefs; by well-doing let us put
to filence the reproaches of our adverfaries. Lt
us convince them that we do not complain of
law, but of oppreflion; that we do not abhor
thefe alts becaufe we are impatient to be under
government, but being deftructive of liberty and
property, we think them deftru@ive alfo of all
law. Let us at “ as free, and yet not make
¢ liberty a cloak of malicioufnefs, but as the
¢t fervants of Gop.”

While it is yet peace and quietnefs with us, let
us not think: ourlelves inacceflible to the evils
which are already come upon others; there are
forie evils which we would rather deprecate in
privatc than fpeak of in public, againft which

: being
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being fore-warned, we thould be fore-armed;
every trifling report fhould not alarm us, but it
would be folly ftill greater not to be on our
guard againft fudden dangers.

Remember them that fuffer adverfity, as being
-yourfelves alfo in the body. Think on thofe who
are driven from their habitations and all their con-
veniencies of life, or confined in their own houfes
by an enraged f(’)ldiery, to ftarve in their own
country in the mid{t of property and plenty, not
permitted to enjoy their own, and diftrefled in
every connexion, and this without any caufe al-
leged againft numbers of them, without com-
plaint, fufpicion, or a legal trial: the like was
never heard fince the cruel fiege of Londonderry,
and is a fpecies of cruelty at which even that hard-
hearted bigot James II. relented. ’

Above all, let every one earneftly pray, that
He that is higher than the higheft would foon
make a righteous end of all their confufion; that
he would incline the king to hear the cries of -his
fubjets, and that no more innocent blood may
be thed in America.

One thing more: confider the extreme abfar~
dity of ftruggling for civil liberty, and yet to con-
tinue flaves to fin and luft. < Know ye not to
“ whom ye yield yourfelves {ervants to obey ? his
¢ fervants ye are to whom ye obey, whether of
¢« fin unto death, or of obedience unto righte-
¢ oufnefs.” Rom. vi. 16. Ceafe from evil, and
do good; feek peace, and purfue it: who will
hurt you while you follow that which is good ?

' become
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become the willing fervants of the Lorp Jesus
CurisT, hearken to and obey the voice of* his
gofpel, for ¢ where the Spirit of the Lorp is,
< there is liberty;” and <.if the Son makes you
« free,” THEN, and not till then, ¢ sHALL vouU
¢« BE FREE INDEED.”

* From the /z‘ihilarity of the fuéjc’é‘z‘, an extrall from

anotber Sermon is added.

HE queftion between Great Britain and
America, which has already been produc-
tive of fuch alarming effes, is, ¢ Whether the
<« Parliament of Great Britain have any power or
s¢ authority to tax the Americans without their
¢« confent!” Every impartial man will allow that
this is the foundation of the whole difpute.. Itis
evident that in this queftion confcience is deeply
interefted, and in this view it becomes a very pro-
per fubjet for the pulpit, “If any thing is re-
quired of fubje@s which in conicience they are
bound to pay, give, ordo, therefufal of it is not
only a crime againfl the ftate, ‘but al(o a {in againit
Gop: I think it therefore not only not improper,
but my duty, to point out unto my hearers fuch
hints and precedents as may illuftrate this matter
“from the word of Gob.’
The cafe I would ftate thus: ¢ Whether any
¢ duty or impoft fuppofed to be laid on in an il-
¢ legal manner, and inconfiftent with natural
« and civil rights, from motives of confcience

¢ ought



[ 53 ]ﬂ

¢ ought neverthelefs to be paid?” and to elueis
date this, I obferve the general rule is_this
“ Render therefore to all their dues;  tribute to
¢ whom tribute is due, cuftom to whom cuftom ;
¢ fear to whom fear, honour to whom honour.”
Rom. xiii, 7. There is fomething due to goyern-
ment which cannot be refuled without injuftice,
and more than which cannot be demanded with-
out tyranny and oppreffion. . When our Lorp
was afked, ¢ What thinkeft thou, is it lawful to
< give tribute unto Cafar or not ” he gave avery
wile and general anfwer, ¢ Render therefore
¢ unto Cefar the things which are Czfar’s, and
‘< unto Gop the things which are Gon’s, Matth.
xxil. 17, 21. We are informed, that upon an=
other occafion he paid the tribute-money, and that
after afking Peter of whom do the kings of the
earth take cuftom or tribute, and Peter an{wer-
ing, ¢ of ftrangers;” he remarked, ¢ Then are the
¢ children free;” and yet neverthelefs, as a vo-
luntary a&, ordered Peter to * take a piece of
‘¢ money, and give unto them for me and thee.”
Matth. xvii. 25, 27. -

On thefe paflages I fhall make but two re-
marks, which are very obvious, and will apply
themfelves: 1. How far foever the power of the
magiftrate and the fubmiflion of the fubject may
be extended, it is plain that by thefe rules and
precedents property is left to the fubjec. To
render, give, or pay, fuppofes property. -Thofe
who may be juftly deprived of what they pofiefs,
at another’s pleafure, cannot be faid to be pof=

" fefled
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fefled of any property, and therefore they can
neither give, pay, or render ; they are themfelves
the property of another. .I would further ob-
ferve, 2. That from the anfwer our LorD gives
unto Peter, it appears, that fovereigns ought to
treat their {ubjects as children, and that children
ought to be free. O the free and benevolent
fpirit of the gofpel!

By fome it is urged, that fovereigns have a
right to take away what their fubjects pofiefs, at
pleafure. This right they ground on the follow-
mg paflage, 1 Sam. viii. 10,—¢ This will be the

manner of the king that fhall reign over you ;
¢ he will take your fons, .and appomt them for
¢ himfelf, for his chariots, and to be horfemen,
¢ and fome fhall run before his chariots—and he
<« will take your daughters to be confetionaries,
¢ and to be cooks and bakers; and he will take
« your fields, and your vineyards, and your olive-
¢ yards, even the beft of them, and give them
¢ to his fervants; and he will take the tenth of
¢ your feed, and of your vineyards, and give to
« his officers and his fervants ; and he will take
‘ your men-fervants and your maid-fervants, and
¢ your goodlieft young men, and your afles, and
¢ put them to his work ; he will take the tenth
¢« of your theep, and ye fhall be bis fervants.”
Here then, according to fome, is the warrant of
divine right for arbitrary power. Thofe however,
who found authority to do what is wrong in a re-
prefentation, meant to deter the Jews from put-
ting it in any man’s power to treat them thus,

would
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would do well to confider, that from the text it-
felf it plainly appears, this was not to be confi-
dered as a right, but as a grievancé, which their
folly had brought on themfelves. “ You fhall
¢« cry in that day, and the Lorp will not hear
<« you,” Your mifery will be the effe¢t of your
own folly. We have another precedent which
{eems fomewhat in point: Rehoboam was a foolifh
fon of a wife father; it feems he laid a tribute
on Ifrael: 2 Chron. xiii. 18. the people applied
unto him, prefented their grievances, and prayed
redrefs: ¢ Thy father made our yoke grievous;
¢« now therefore do thou make it lighter, and we
« will ferve thee.” This the council of the old
men advifed him to do; they faid, * If thou
¢« wilt fpeak good words unto them, they will be
¢ thy fervants forever.” But more violent coun-
fels prevailed, the acts were enforced, <« I will
< add to your yoke, I'will chaftife you with fcor-
« pions.”  This the deluded monarch probably
confidered as firmnefs and dignity; but what was
the event? When all Ifracl faw that the king
hearkened not unto them, they faid, ¢ What
¢« portion have we in David? to your tents, O
¢« Ifraecl! now fee to thine own houfe, David.”
A kind and juft anfwer might have prevented
this; and what did the king himfelf gain? ¢« The
« king fent Adoram, who was over the tri-
¢ bute, and all Ifrael ftoned him that he died,
¢« and the king fled to Jerufalem.” Thus far
tyranny was very unfuccefsful. But this is not
all; when the army of Judah was now ready to

H 3 fal}
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fall upon the ten tribes, Gop himfelf interpofed
% Ye fhall not fight againft your brethren the
¢ children of Ifrael; return every man to his
¢ houfe, for this thing is of ‘me.” Thus this
matter ended in a feparation of the two king-
doms, and this very Rehoboam himfelf after-
wards became a fervant, and tributary to the king
of Egypt. ‘ '

I leave the application of all thefe things to
thofe whom it may concern ; but would further
obferve, ¥

Every government muft be fupported; and
what is neceffary for the fupport of government,
is allo juftly due, and ought to be GivENn with
readinefs and willingly.

Thofe that think their fuperiors have a right to
take away their property, or any part of it without
their confent, upon their own principle-are dguilty
of finful refiftance and rebellion, if they do not
comply with whatever government may demand *.
Thofe that think every government has no further
right than according to the laws and conflitution
of its refpeltive country, fhould be very careful
peverthelefs to obey not only for wrath, but alfo
forconfcience fake; and under whatever grievances
they may labour, neyer to make ule of any me-
thods of redrefs unjuft in themfelves, nor of any
remedies that may be worfe than the difeafe.

* King James the Firft afked the bifhops Nelfon and Andrews,

hether hie had a right to raife money on his own authority? The
g)rmer affirmed it, becaufe your majefty is the anointed of the
L.orD, and the breath of our noftrils. Thelatterreplied, <1 think
#¢ yourmajefty has a good right to my brother Nelfon’s money.’
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A suorRT AND conciseE ACCOUNT ofF TuEe
STRUGGLES or SWISSERLAND ror
LIBERTY.

O a benevolent mind taking a furvey of
l the globe, it muft be a very melancholy
confideration that liberty, which is the
birthright of man, is flill confined to a few {mall
fpots of our earth: all Afia and Africa are out
of the queftion; in the fouthern hemifphere of
America it is unknown, and aftonithing pains are
now taken to drive it out of this northern con-
tinent. In Europe Great Britain is commonly
viewed as the feat of it; but if the conjecture of
the bithop of St. Afaph be not void of founda-
tion, even there it hath a fickly countenance;
SwissERLAND, by that great man, is the only
country which- deferves to be called free, and even
Voltaire pronounceth it happy. By what means
the Swifs recovered and preferved their freedom,
is the {ubject of the following narrative.

- The three countries (ufually called cantons) of
Ury, Switz, and Underwalden, which firt en-
tered into a confederacy that laid the foundation
of the republic of Swiflerland, are but of {mall
extent, all the three cantons together do not ex-

ceed
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ceed feventy miles in length, and about thirty in
breadth ; they are alfo very thinly inhabited, ow-
ing to their fituation among the Alps, many of
which are covered with-everlafting fnow, and in-
acceffible to man or beaft: it is ufually faid of the
climate,that thereis nine months winter, and three
months cold. At the time of their reyolution,
the country was not nearly fo well cultivated as
it is at prefent, and at prefent all the inhabitants
~of the three cantons, capable of bearing arms,
‘aré not eftimated above 12,000 men; a fmall
fiumber to make head with, asthey did, againft
the very powerful houfe of Auftria. Power and
‘umber do not prove the juftice of any caufe;
and it is more honourable to be defeated in the
caufe of virtue and juftice, ‘than to erect trophies
* to injuftice and opprefiion.  All Swifferland was
fubjugated by Julius Ceefar 5 it became afterwards
fubje& to different lords, and had a nobility
which treated their inferiors with great petulancy
and violence. ~‘The three cantons chofe Rudolph
‘of Habfburg to be theit captain; and on his be-
ing chofen Roman emperor in 1273, the nobi-
lity complained againft thefe countries before him,
and called them rebellious; but when the em-
peror faw their charters, he acquitted them, con-
firmed their privileges, and gave them governors
that were not inhabitants of thefe countries, and
were not to tyranize over, but only from time to
time to come among them to adminifter juftice.
Thus the country was quiet, fubmitted to their

‘governors ; and had ‘they been always treated
: with
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with equal juftice, probably would have con-
tinued {o to this day ; but Nullum violentum diu-
turnum,  Nothing that is violent lafts long.”

" After the deceafe of Rudolph of Habtburg,
Adolphus of Naffau was chofen emperor; he
confirmed their liberty, and they continued in
fubmiffion to his government. Adolphus was
flain in battle by the hands of his rival, Al-"
bertus of Auftria, fon of Rudolph; and it has
been obferved, that neither this Albbltus, nor
any that were active agamﬁ Adolphus, died of
a natural death.

“Albertus of Aufiria, having a numerous fa-
mily of children, projected the eftablithment of
- a new principality in Swifferland, which then was
a part of the empire ; many imperial fiefs he
appropriated to the houfe of Auftria, purchafed
fome jurifdictions which belonged to monafteries;
and having made himfelf mafter of fome ftrong
places, he thought to fubdue thefe three cantons
allo, and fent ambaffadors to Uty, Switz, and
Underwalden, requefting that they would fur-
render themfelves to him and the houfe of Auftria,
under many very fair promifes. ~ When his am-
baffadors arrived 'among them, the cantons pro-
duced their charters, and alfo fent an ambafly to
the emperor, praying that they might be con-
firmed, and that they might not be torn from
the empire, and put in fubjection to the then new
‘houfeof Auftria. Inftead of being gratified, as they
had hoped, they were not only refufed, but the
emperor alfo would not take the leaft notice of

their
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their complaints againft their governors, but ap-
pointed two new governors over them, which
from day to day proceeded to new and unheard
of a&s of violence. The defign was, by fuch
means to excite an infurre¢tion among the inha-
bitants, and then, under pretence of being re-
bellious, to make war upon them, and entirely
to bring them under the yoke. Thefe are the
exprefs words of an hiftorian, and in different
times and places tyranny makes ufe of the fame
arts. 'The tyranny and cruelty of thefe gover-
nors continually encreafed. At that time there
lived in Underwalden an aged and honeft inha-
bitant, whofe name was Henry de Melchdall.
The governor ordered two oxen to be taken from
his plough, without even charging him with any
crime; the honeft man wanted at leaft to know
what had been his fault ; but the governor’s of-
ficer anfwered it was the will of the governor that
henceforth the peafants fhould work in the
plough themfelves, and took away the oxen by
force ; the fon of the farmer, enraged at {o much
injuftice and violence, gave the officer a blow
with a ftick, and wounded his  finger, and then
fled the country immediately. The governor
put his aged father in prifon, and wanted to
oblige him to deliver up his fon; he excufed
himfelf that he did not know what became of
him, but the governor ordered both his eyes to

be put out, and took from him all he had.
The caftle of Rozberg was occupied by the
governor’s deputy of the family of 'Wolfcn(hiekff,
the
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the fame fecing a very handfome woman wanted
to conftrain her to gratify his bratal luft; under
fome pretence the withdrew, met her hufband,
who being informed of it, gave the governor a
back-ftroke with an axe, and alfo immediately
fled the country. '
~ Werner Stauffacre, a refpe@able man in the
canton Switz, was building a handfome new
houfe ; the governor riding by, enquired of him
“whofe it was ? Stauffacre, aware of fome defign
if he fhould dare to call it his own, replied, “ My
‘¢ noble governor, the houfe belongs to my king
¢ and you, and it is my fief.” This fruftrated the
governor’s defign, but he told him withal, I will
not fuffer it that peafants fhould build houfes
for themfelves as though they were lords; I will
bridle you more clofely. %
Governor Grifler of Ury could not help per-
ceiving the diffatisfaction of the people; and that
he might difcover the malecontents, he placed a
hat on a pole at Altdorff, and gave ftri& orders
that every one fhould pay that hat the fame
honour as if he were prefent himfelf; he alfo
placed fome fpies to obferve who fhould pay
obeifance to his hat, and who fhould negle it.
This  infolence wrought fo eéffeCtually on the
people, that even fome of the nobility declared
it impoflible any longer to endure fuch tyrannical
proceedings. Among numbers that thought fo
in their hearts, there was one that had courage
to refufe {ubmiffion to fuch a badge of abje&
flavery, William Tell paffed feveral times with-
I out



[ 62 ]
out pulling off his hat ; he was informed againtt,
and after fome imprifonment, condemned, at the
diftance of one hundred and twenty yards, with
his bow and arrow to take off an apple off the
head of a beloved child of his about fix years
old, and threatened with death in cafe he miffed.
No remontitrance availed, his life and that of his
fon was threatened in cafe of refufal ; the afliGed
parent moft tenderly took his leave of his child,
the fpeCtators melted in tears, but he providen-
tially hit the apple without doing any injury to his
child. This happened October 30, 1307; and
romantic as it may feem, public ‘monuments
to this day confirm the truth of the faé&. The
people congratulated Tell on his fuccefs ; but the
- governor obferving he had another arrow in his
quiver, afked him the meaning. Tell at firft
“excufed himfelf with the common cuftom of
mark{men ; but this not fatisfying the governor,
and he folemnly promifing him his life, if he
fhould declare the truth, Tell very frankly faid,
that had he had the misfortune to have done any
injury to his child, he was determined to fend
the next arrow to the heart of the tyrannical go-
- vernor. The governor condemned him to im-
prifonment for the reft of his days. Tell was
permitted to bid farewel to his family, and then
bound to be carried acrofs a lake to the place of
 his captivity, and in the fame vefiel the governor
alfo pafled with his attendants. The lake of
Lucerne is very liable to fevere and fudden tem-
~pefts ; a ftorm of this kind brought them all into
i ‘ ; the
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the moft immediate danger : in this extremity
Tell, who was known to be a good pilot, was
ordered to take the helm, and he laboured fo ef-
feGtually, that he brought the veflel near the
fhore; which he had no fooner effected, than he
jumped out, and puthed the veflel off. The go-
vernor, with great difficulty, landed at fome dif-
tance, but in the way to his caftle he was way-
laid by Tell in a narrow road, who placed the
refervedarrow in his heart, that he inftantly fell dead
from his horfe; and Tell had time to fly to fome
of his friends, and give them notice of this event.
Thefe were Werner Stauftacre, Walter Furft, and
Arnold de Melchdall; thefe were partly forry
to hear of this event, as it had been agreed upon
to do nothing before the firft of January 1308,
when an attempt to recover liberty was to be made
by the three cantons at once : they apprehended
the killing of the governor before they were ready
ta follow the blow, would fruftrate their attempt,
and bring matters to a crifis before they were
prepared ; but tyrants frequently haften their own
doom by their own meafures,

The oppreflive governors were poflefled of
three caftles, and unlels thefe were reduced, the
oppreflion muft become every day more in-
tolerable. One of the confederates had an
amorous connexion with a fervant-maid in the
caftle of Rozberg : fhe, as ufual, furnifhed him
with means of entering, and he introduced
twenty of his friends, who feized the caftle
and the governor without difficulty. The caftle

I 2 at
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at Sarnen was taken by another ftratagem: it.
was cuftomary on new year's day to bring
prcfents to the governor; twenty of the con=
federates accordingly appeared at the caftle gates
early in the morning, and made ' the governor
the ufual compliments, armed with nothing but:
long ftaves : the governor was going to mafs,
and as he faw them without arms, ordered them
to carry their gifts into the caftle, They had no
fooner entered, but they fixed irons which they
had concealed to their fticks, made prifoners of
the garrifon, and the caftle was demolifhed. The
governors betook themfelves to flight, and no-
body offered to pur{ue them. Thusin one day
all the ftrong holds were taken and -deftroyed;
and the next day the three cantons folemnly
fwore to each other for the fpace of ten years.
This {mall beginning laid the foundation of the
republic of Swiflerland, which has maintained
its freedom and independency until this time,
and nearly furvived the liberty of moft ftates
of Europe.

The emperor Albert had now obtained his
wifh, viz. a pretext to reduce the cantons by
open war, under pretence of rebellion.. He im-
mediately repaired to Baden, ffopt all commerce
awith thefe three cantons, and ordered his 'vq{c'zls fo
declare war againft them ; but while he meditated
war againft an opprefied people, he was himfelf
murdered by his nephew, whofe inheritance he
unjuftly detained from him : his murderer hoped -
o find a place of retreat among thefe cantons;
o but
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but the Swifs, zealos for their libérty, weré in2
capable to fecure it by giving an afylum unto
criminals: his widow was fo bent upon
avenging the death of her hufband, that fhe
took no meafures againft the Swifs, who had
refifted the oppreflions of their tyrannical
governors. &
Leopold, the fon of Albert, when he came
of age, determined to make war againt the three
- cantons, and colletted an drmy of 20,000 men
for that purpofe : his plan was to attack the con=
federates the 1s5th of November 1311, at a
place called Morgarden, fituate between a lake
and a2 mountain. In expe@ation that the in-
habitants of Underwalden would come to the
affiftance of the confederates, the count of
Strafberg and the city of Lucern were to invade
the cantons at the fame time, and at two different
places. At dinner he afked the opinion of his
jefter, who replied, <« All advife how to enter
“ Into the country, it feems to me neceflary to
¢ confider how to-get out again,” His advice
was defpifed, but verified by the event, ' A brave
and virtaous people may be attacked, but woe to
tyrants that cannot retreat!
The plan was exactly followed : Leopold made
a falfe attack at Arth, and perhaps the con-
federates would have placed all their little force
there, if they had not received an information to
‘¢ beware at Morgarden.” To that place the
cantons Ury and Underwalden fent 700 men,
apd the canton Switz an equal number, who
; were
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were pofted on a mountain called The Saddle.
On the day appointed the duke of Auftria ad-
vanced at the head of his cavalry, his troops
marched in great confidence, fure to obtain an
eafy viclory upon peafants, badly armed, and
without wmilitary difcipline,  Accordingly they
proudly prefled into a defile, when they were
flopped by 50 men, who had been banifhed the
cantons for crimes, and whom, notwith{tanding
their requeft, the confederates would not think
worthy to fight for liberty, even upon this
prefling occafion. Thefe men, however, by
generoufly expofing themfelves for their country,
hoped to deferve the pardon of former crimes;
they pofted themfelves on a very fteep hill,
above a narrow path, where the Auftrian army
could not march above two men a-brealt ; they
fuffered them very quictly to advance, but when
a confiderable number were now engaged in
thefe narrow roads, they fent fuch a fhower of
ftones and rolled large pieces of timber among
the Auftrian cavalry, that they were foon put in
confufion ; which the Swifs no fooner perceived,
than they fell upon them with fuch fury, that
they were obliged to retreat towards the plain:
to gain ground to form the order of battle, the
infantry opened their ranks to let the cavalry
pafs; at this moment the confederates broke in
upon them, and ftanding on rifing ground
their halberds did moft dreadful execution. A
cotemporary author faith, it was not a fight but

a maffacre. The prince loft near 1500 of his
! horfe,
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horfe ; the ofs of the infantry could not be
afcertained, but 52 men from Zuric, then in the
intereft of Auftria, were all found flain in a
heap: the lofs of the confederates was incredibly
trifling. Meanwhile the count of Strafberg, with
4000 men, had alfo invaded Underwalden, who
fent to their friends at Morgarden, and 400 of
the viCtorious Swifs inftantly fled to their relief;.
they came up with a body of their own people,
with whom they attacked the count, who feeing
colours among them that had been at Morgarden,
judged his mafter was defeated, and fo fled.
The Swifs killed about 300 of his men in the
retreat,  After this battle gained, the three
cantons entered into a perpetual alliance, which
no power has fince been able to break, and
which heaven has remarkably preferved. :
One of the next greateft battles the Swifs
fought in defence of their liberties, was in the
year 1386. Leopold, duke of Auftria, perfonally
repaired to Swifferland, in order to carry on the
war with greater vigour. The duke had re-
folved to lay fiege to Sempach ; the confederates
had intelligence of it, and both oppofite armies
arrived before this little town the very fame day.
The Auftrian advanced-guard, confilting of
about 1400 men, committed all manner of
violence on their territory : one of their officers
mounted a cart loaded with halters, and threatened
to hang all the inhabitants before fun-fet. The
Auftrians infulted the Swifs; it being in the
" ‘ time
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time of hay-making, they came fo near the walls
to fpeak to them, and defired they would fend
dinner and wages to their mowers. The Swifs
replied, it was not the cuftom of the Swifs to
pay wages till they were ecarned, and that they

‘'would prepare a dinner for them that many

gaoons thould drop out of their hands. The
uke’s army confifted of about 4000 picked men,

‘and among them many princes and noblemen,

armed from head to foot. The confederates

were about 1300 men, badly armed, and zll on

foot; they had no arms but halberds, and
faftened pieces of wood on their arms, to fend
off and break the blows of the enemies, their

order of battle was very clofe, and reprefented

an angle, one foldier was followed by two, two
by four, and fo on ; in this order this handful of
men courageoufly advanced againft the enemy.
Before they began the engagement, as was ufual
with them, they fell down to prayers, which
made the duke’s jefter fay, « Leopold, my
¢ countrymen (for he was a Swifs) have all lift
« yp their hands, and {worn to almighty Gop
s to kill thee.” A.n Auftrian officer, obferving
their undaunted countenance, advifed to delay
the battle till next day; but a nobleman declared,
«« He would deliver that handful of boors before
« fupper into the hands of the duke roafted or
« boiled, as he fhould beft like them.” The
nobility were fo eager to engage, that they dif-
mounted, gave their horfes into the care of their
fervants,
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fervants, and would not fuffer any but noble-
men to fhare in the honour of the day. It
happened that a young nobleman, in cutting off
the long point of his thoe (as all the reft did)
wounded his toe, which made him cry, where-
upon the nobility ordered- him out of the rank,
as unworthy to fight.  His brethren were all {lain,
and his life was faved. When the battle begun,
the fuperior power of the Auftrians in men and
arms foon appeared, and 6o confederates were
killed before they could make the leaft impreflion
on their enemy : in this diftrefs a brave knight of
the family of Winkelried refolved to facrifice his
life for his country; he accordingly advanced
boldly, and with his arms grafped and bent down
as many of their long pikes as he could hold,which
his companions obferving, they prefled after him
with irrefiftible fury, broke in with their halberds

upon the Auftrians, and made dreadful havock.
It is faid, that before the engagement they pro-
claimed that every man that thought himfelf in-
fufficient to encounter ten Auftrians might with-
draw, and that about 300 withdrew accordingly;
but when thefe faw the Auftrians order of battle
broke, they haftened to affift their brethren; and
the nobility lofing courage, gave way to the Swifs,
and many of them, from the heat of the day and
the feverity of the engagement, were fuffocated
by the weight of their own armour. The duke
was feveral times entreated to withdraw, but
feeing his banner in danger, he gallantly ad-
vanced to refcue it, but fell in the attempt.
K When
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When the fervants, who had been ordered in
the rear with the horfes, faw the defeat of their
mafters, they mounted their mafters horfes,
and left them to fhift for themfelves. It is
{uppofed the lofs of the Auftrians amounted to
2000, including 667 of the nobility, and among
them 350 with crowned cafkets. The Swi
loft about 200, who were all carried to their re-
{pe&ive homes. The third day they permitted
the enemy to carry off their dead, among whom
the duke was the principal ; he was carried off
the field of battle in a great box (ftill extant),
which, itis faid, had been full of halters to han
the confederates. The Swifs, in hopes of ob-
taining peace, were fparing of the blood of the
Auftrians, and did not purfue them in their retreat:
they had reafon to repent afterwards of their lenity ;
but the continuance of the war ferved only to
encreafe the victories and fame of the Swifs con«
federates. The fons of the defeated Leopold made
great preparations for war, and many imperial
cities joined with them again{t the Swifs: a truce
was indeed concluded, which the Auftrians badly
kept, and by {urprize and fecret intelligence made
themfelves mafters of Wefen, the poffeffion of
which laid the whole canton of Glaris open to
their ravages. The Swifs confederates advifed
that canton to get the beft terms poffible; but
thofe propofed by the Aufirians were o ex-
ceflively ievere, that the treaty came to nothing,
The Auftrians propofed themfelves to invade
that country with -about 8coo men: the in=
“habitants
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habitants had caft up an entrenchment, which
was defended by about 350 men; when the
Auftrians advanced, thefe finding themfelves too
weak to refift,. retreated to a rifing ground : the
Auftriaps penetrated into the country, and burned
the village of Nafels, and then attacked the
above-mentioned handful of inhabitants, who
received them with a fhower of ftones; the
Auftrians having retreated a little to put them-
{elves under cover, the Swifs feized the favour-
able moment, and fell upon them with fuch
fury, that after an engagement of five hours
they were forced to fly, The Swifs purfued and
came up with them at a bridge, where about
700 Swifs had gathered ; the Auftrians in their
confufion, not aware that the bridge was broke,

refled on, and numbers were drowned. The
lofs of the Auftrians was computed at 2000, while
that of the Swifs did not exceed 55 men.

The dukes of Auftria again confented to a
truce, by which the Swifs were to remain in
pofleffion of all their conquefts; this truce in
1314 was renewed for twenty, and in 1412 for
fifty years longer. The Swils made ufe of thefe
times of tranquillity to give ftability and perfection
to their military difcipline. In 1393 they agreed
upon the following regulations among themfelves. -
1. No church or chapel to be attacked, unlefs
it be made ufc of as an afylum by the enemy.
2. No woman to be violated or infulted. 3.
FEery Swifs engageth to facrifice bis fubflance and

_ K 3 life
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life for bis country. 4. No Swifs to forfake his,
polt, even though wounded. 5. None to
pillage w1thout leave of his commander, and
the {poils to be equally divided. 7. All that
fend provifions to the Swifs fhall be pro-
tected. 8. No canton to make war without the
con{ent of the reft. ¢. No Swifs to take away
any thing by violence from another, neither in
time of war nor peace, :
The Swifs carried their military difcipline to
fuch perfe@tion, that Machiavel fays no
nation ever excéeded them in that refpect,

except the Romans,
Cn the whole then we may conceive the rife
and progrefs of liberty in Swifferland thus ; 1.
hey had.fome rights and liberties granted them
by emperors, which do not appear very con-
ijdr*mble 2. The emperors of the houfe of
Auftria endeavoured to feparate them from the
Roman empire, and bring them to fubjecion
to the then rifing houfe of Auftria. 3, Againft
this the Swils remonftrated, petmoned and
plcadcd their charters, 4. Governors were fent
among them, who were to, and did, opprefs
them, in order to drive them to fome at of
defparr, which their enemies intended to term
rebellion, and upder pretence of it reduce them
by force of arms. This, 5. at length produced
con; tederacies, firft only of threec men, by degrees
of three fm ul countries, which increafcd gra-
dually to shirteen cantons, befides fome con-
federates,
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federates, 6. To fubdue them, a ftop was firft
put to their trade, and afterwards they were
attacked by force. 7. When attacked, they de-
fended themfelves with incredible bravery, and
under every poflible difadvantage refifted every
attack, and at laft obliged their enemies not only
to defift, but to declare them a free ftate ; and
though furrounded by Autftria, France, and Savoy,
they have continued free and brave ever fince ;
and may they do {o to the end of time !
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