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PRIz .5 chapter is replete with abundant cemfort to
the returning captives.  Intheir embarrafling cir-
cumnftances, they ficod in great ne ot confolation,  They
r. difpofed to confider their fituation as helplels and
deplorable 3 and doubted much, whether the k.priC they
were about to ereét, would cver scquire the refpectabilivy
of the foriier one, or their city abound withts utual po-
pulation,  "T'hev cou dfcarc::~ y belicve, that « The cis-
ry f ihis luiter boufe would be greater than of the joz«
mer,” Hag. . g.

The ﬁcope of this vifion, thercfore, is, to fhew, that
Gop weuld, by his owu cmnipotent arm, confummate
the work, notwithftanding the imvecility of its fricnds,
and the malignaut oppelition of its enemies.  T'o this
purpoi?* he informs them, by his rr«vp'nct that the head
{tone would be put on, with thoutings o iey 5 and that
this was not to be attributed, fo 1 um, to vifible inru-
montalizy, as to the fuperintending H)HUCU\C‘.‘» of his own
Cipniputent ipirit. Verles 1. 10,

rrom the cieventh verfe to the end of the dizpter, we
wve abrief explication of ihis vifion, intonded as an il-
Yullradon of ‘.h; ailurances ,.}r“ady givcn. This 1s Jone

|
t

w—

b‘y' iu. al&g\.’ {h e (”JC”_ ,l ,ha pi ¥ y ‘J”‘\: 1:.
hai are rmj' fwwy olroe '*‘ef’s 1piil 1he a /ft S e
the coadlefticks and s e / w ihere " SRR

angel hav oo fufhanuy nm .\J hory by ledvl'x r iin
BREN rc;:‘.'x s moquedty lovweer s tormes, wun‘mu Tt (o
. '!‘ ' «
the vy 0live .,,uu.n., aid coniefs Kis ionoran. Cy b=
(&

g
/

I."Fl 4
versan e words of e o, dpefeare toe tuma

! B I

iaind sl Soe



(&)

The anfwer itfe!f rcquires explanations. Who are
iutended by thefe two Ansinted Ones, or Sons of Oil, as
it reacds in the original ¢ Whe thefe are, will perhaps be
beft afcertairzd by atiending to the funétions which they
difcharge, cempared with collateral texts. By compa-
ring together, the fecend, third, and twelfth verfes of
this chapter, it would appear, that they pour golden ol
into the bowl on the head of the golden candleftick.
That this golden candleftick reprefentcd the church of
Chrift, s abundantly cvident, from feveral paffages in
Scrlpture, fee Exod. xxv. 31. and 1t Kings, vii. 49,
and Rev. 1. 20, The feven golden candlefticks are ex-

prefsly dcclarcd by the Spirit of (Gop, to reprefent the
fevm charches..

Tie chiurch of Chrift may be confidered under a two-
fold noint of view, namely, nvifible and vi/ible. In
relation to the fi+/7, the two olive ‘branches m: oy Du LM
blematical of Chrift and his Spirit, the Recoeme. and
Comforter.  Jefus is not only the Meffiah, the Ancir ted
One himfelf, but he is alfo the goed Olive-Tre” to ius
church. John i 16, Qut of his fullnefs have ail we
received, and grace for grace.””  "I'be Spirit is the Unc-
tion or Anomnng, which replenifhes the mind with di-
vine illununation. 1t John, 1i. 20. « But ye bhave an
Unction from the Holy One, and ye know a/! things,”’
From Chrift the O]nc T'ree, by h's Spiiit the Clive-
Branch, is communicated to believers all the golden oil
of grace, whereby their Jamps are kept burning and
luminous.

In relztion to the fecond, viz. the vifible church, they
may be fymbolical of the two creat crdinances c.’ Ma-

gifiracy and Miniftry, vefted at that time in thefe two
1‘]u?*19u charallers, Zcruvbabel and Jolliua, tuc for-
mer in the ftate, and the latter in the church.  They are
charadterized as ¢ Sons of 04l Kings and priefts were
ancinted, and thus folemnly fet apart to their refpetlive
fun&ions. ‘T'hey «“ flood by the LorD of the whaele ™
earth,” importing that they were faithful adherents to
his caule and teftimony, continually empty: ng ¢ themfelves
mito the golden bowl, contributing their refpective influ-

.
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ences to the advancement of civil and relizious reforma-
tion, us the objeéts of his peculiar care, I'n allufion to
this pailage in Zechariah, the two Witacfles mentioned
Rev. xi. 4. are dgﬁgnated by the fame emblems, vie.
“ The twwo Olive-Trees fanding before th: Gop af the
earth,”” 'The analogy Gf Scripture, as alfo the current of
the beft commentators, agree, that by thefe two Wit-
nefles, is meant, that fucceffion of men, who, in all a-
ges, and againft all oppofition, have valiantly contended
for the purity of thefe divine ordinances, both in confti-
tution and adminiftration. In this fenfe confider thefs
two Ansinted Ones.

In the profecution of the fubje&l, we fhall, I. pre-
mile a iew things, which, if duly attended to, may be
ufeful inthe farther illuftration of this text. And 1ft,
Gop, the Father, Son and Spirit, is the Supreme Go-
vernor of the univerfe. Rev. xix. 6. ¢« The Lord Gop
Omnipstent reigneth,””  This will be generally ad-
mitted

. All phyfical and moral power, is, naturally, ne=
ceﬂ"an]y, and independently, in Gon. Gen. xvii. 1.
“ [ am Gon Almighty.””  ‘This is admitted even by the
haughty Babylonifh monarch. Dan.iv. 35. « He dot))
according to bhis will in the armies of Heaven, and a-
rong tLe inhabitants of the earth ; and none can flay his
iﬁam’, or fay unto him, what defl thou

3. Ail power to be found among the creatures, is ne-
ccﬂhri!y derived from him. Heis the original fource and
fountain from which it flows. A&s xvir, 28, « For in
hizn we live, and move, and have cur being.”’

4. Au s delegated or derived power, fhiould be ex-
erc:fed to bis glory, and regulated by his law. 1t Cor.
X, 35 ¢ Whether, t/wrefore, ye eat or drink, or what-
foever ve de, do 8/l to the glory of Gon.' T oeﬁ‘c& this
end, ail our powers fhould be direted, and of this, his
lawis the unerring rule. By this, the:emrc, all rational
= beings are indifpenfably bound. Gop has given them
no vight (o do what it prohibits.  "To fuppole wen to
poflefs any fucn right, is wicked and bla/phemeous. T'his
would be the fame as to fuppafc Gobp w [y to them, I,
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¢ the Supreme Legiflator, give you my i To the
Ieaﬁ breach of ity I annex the penaity of cten.‘ [ Jamnna-
tion; yet I give you a right ta viol te this my latww, and
to wage war with your (JQD, and direct your artaile'y
againft the Sovereign of the Univerfe ! The berip-
tures inform us otherwiie, Deut. xit. 32, ¢ %
thing foever I command you, objerve to do it : tiow jhalt
nct cdd io 1ty nor (/lﬁll?]i_//? from 11.”

. This deleg?tf‘d power appears mott confpicusus in
thﬂ pcr{on of the Mcdiater.  Into his hands univeital de-
minton is committed.  Mat, xxviii. 18, € Al patver 15
givea unto me, in Heaven avd in esrth.”  Here the
donation 1s univerful. Its exteits unhmitad, as to

created nature.  1ft Cor. xv. 27. The apoftie exprelsly
declares, that nothing is excepted from his dommnon,
but the Godhead itlelf. Remarkazbdle to this purpofe, is
John v. 22. « The Father judgtn na man, but hath
commiited all judgment unts the Son.” As Mediator,
therefore, he pronounces fentence upon the reprobate,
“ Depart from mey ye curfed,”’” &c. for this is a part of
his judiciary funllions. “That this power, and the ex-
ercife of ity belong tw him, as Mediator, is abundantly
evident, not only from the circumftance of donation,
which cun in nofenfe apply tohiim as Gob, (for in this
chara&ter nothing could be given him, being neceffarily
Lerp of all) but alfo fmm the exphut nd pnﬁnve
afiertion, in the twmty cventh verfe, that all this au
thority was committed to him, ¢ Bemu/e he 15 the Son
of Man.”

6 This univerfz] deminicn commitied to him, as it
refpedis the human family, in its adminifirations, con-
fiits in two goeat araxc‘ks, namely, fl]agz,z’r(.ey and
Aitnrfirve 7] Ihrou gh thele channels it lows down to hu-
man xaind, contrmutmrr i.s influences to ameliorate tha
charalter of thele who are dcﬂmcd to everlafting life, 1o
whom «all tlings fhall wark tozethor for go:ﬂ".” Kom.

viil, 28, While it iffucs in the obduracy ci thol: Who e

continuc 1myplacable enemies, on whom every divine
difpenfation . :: Hhavea c mtrary operation,
7. Though t oth thi{: branches are put under the Me-
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distor’s controul, yct they are {o, under different regu-
lations. Ecclefiaftical power is delzouted to hum, in
fuch a manner, that all ordinarces and 1nftitutions, ne-
ceflary to the formal organization of a viiidle church,
flow tmmediately from him as Mediator, NMat xvi 18,
He is the builder of the church, the authoer of all her faw
cred inftitutions.  All ecclefiathical funétionarics, Like-
wile, recerve their audhority from him, in the fame cha-
ralter, for cvery part of their adminitration.  Hence,
Mat. xvi, 19. he commits unto them the keys of the
kingdonr, and the exclufive power of binding and los-
fing.  Buot civil power is under a ditderent regulation,
It flows fwnediately from Gop CREATOR, as the Go-
vernor of the univerfe.  Jor. x. 7. % TWho would nst fear
thecy O King of nations €7 Trexifted previoudly to the
fa.l, and weuld neceffanly have exifted, even had we ne-
ver revolted from (Gop ; though no deubt, in that cale, it
would not have been clothed with fome of its prefent modi-
fications, Man’s fubjeélion to the moral government of
his Maker, would have then been fimilar to that of be-
ings of a more dignified order.

Civil government does not, as fome modern puliti-
cians affirm, originate either in the people, as its foun-
tain, or in the vices confequent upon the fall,  Among
the angele, who retained their primitive rectitude, we
hnd certain orders, {uggefted by the denominations of
Archangels, Thrones, Dominions, Frincipalitics and
Powersy, Col. 1. 16. This teftifics regular fuborJina-
tion among them, agrecably to the conftitutional lamg of
their nature : and their amenability to Gep, their Crtha
tor aud Lorp.  Butthough civil government is no new
order of things, predicated upen the fail, nor, like the
minitry, inall its circumsftances, flowiag immediately
fromy Corift as Mcodiator; yet it is wmeny the  all
things, eommitted to him by the donation of the Fa.
ther, kph. i, 22. It oficers, hikewvife, are c:r_}.,inud,
under pain of prrdition, to make all their adimimfira-
tiOﬂS ‘ut‘t’ld to i honenr of Immanu{;‘; ;‘J;d tht: "JOJ)/
pclitic u. i -ifablv bhound, to m\;,a.‘i‘..'f'y t=cir conftitutions
oy his word, when in hus goodnefs he has oveaisg ot
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unto them. Pl ii. 10, 13, « Be wife now, the sfore,
O ye kings, be infiruéted, ye judges of the earth. Serv:
the LorDp with fear, and rejosce with trembling,  Kifs
the Son, left he be angry, and ye perifb from the way,
when his wrath is kindled but a little.””  Caaany thing
be more explicit in demonitrating the obligation of the
civil authorities to render homage and refpeét to Mefliah ?
But as it is fuggefted that thefe twe oranches are under
differere v gulations, we fhall endeavour in the 1. head,
to thew little more particulariy wherein they differ.

1. They difter in their immediate origing as already
hinted. Mzgiftracy flows smmediately from Gop Crk-
ATOR, and is predicated upon his univerfal dominton
over all nations. P, xlvii. 7. * Gop s Kinc of all
the earth’” To the fame purpofe we are informed,
Jer. x. 7. « Who wenld not jear thesy theu K1 G of
nations € For to thee doth it appertain.”> And as it
flows from Gop CREATOR, the common Parent, and
Head of all, the law of nzture, common ro all men,
muft be the immediate rule of all its adminiftrations.
A relation common to all, fhould be regulated by a rule
common to all.  All ftand in the fame relation to Gob,
confidered as CTreator, and Moral (Governor. The
ftandara for regulating this relation, muft, of courfe, be
common. This %andard is the law of nature, which
all men neceflarily poflefs. Revelation is introduced
s a rule, by the requifitions of the law of nature,
which binds men to receive with gratitude, what-
ever oD is pleafed toreveal ; and to adhere to it, as
the perfeé rule, under pain of condemnation, and being
treated as rebels againft his moral authority, But,

Ecclefiaftical power flows immediately from Chrift,
as Mediator, and is founded on his econcmical Headfhip
over the church.  £ph. i. 22, 23. Gop « gave him to be
Head over all things to the church, which is bis body.”
As this power flows thus from Chrift as Mediator, the . .
law of revelation, anncunced by him as the Angel of the
Covenant. muft, confequently, be the immediate itandard
for the regulation of every part of the ‘yftem ; and the
Jaw of nature comes iu to be a rule, only in fubferviency
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to the general rules of Scripture.  Phil. v, 8. « Finally,
Arothren, whatfoever things are truc, whatfrever things
are honeft, whatfscver things are juft whatfocver things
are puse, whatfoever things are Iofve”y,' wbatﬁwn:“ things
are of good report ; if there be.any virtuey, and if there
be any praife, think on thefe things.” |

2. They differ in their immediate opjelts.  Magif-
tracy refpeés things external; relating immediately te
the outward man, 2d Chren. xxvi. 16, 20. Where Uz-
ziah ufurped the facerdotal functions, and prefumed to
burn incenfe, -contrary to the exprefs command of (5on,
the priefts valiantly withftood him, and faid, ¢ /# apper-.
taineth not uunto thee, Uzziah, to burn incenfe unto the
Lorn, but to the priefls, +he fons of Aaron, who are
confecrated to burn iirizje @ go out of the fanSiuary,” &c.
Yea, the Lorp punifhed his prefumption, and {mote
him with leprofy, and they thruft him out of the temple,
Whatever provifions of external accommodations he 1s
authorifod to make, calling {vnodical aflemblies, and if-
fuing compulfory procefs for attending fpiritual courts,
refpe& men, as members of the commonwealth, and
fubje&s of the realm. His ratification of church de-
crees, is nothing more than civilly adopting them, as
good and wholefome laws, calculated to promote the
welfare of the ftate.

But all ecclefiaftical power is exercifed abeut things
fpiritual.  2d Cor. x. 4. « For the weapons of our war-
fare are not carnal, but mighty,” &c. It confiders men,
as members of the myftical body of Jefus; and if it
takes any concern with the external man, fuch as the
eyes and ears, itis only that it may thereby reach their
confciences. 1 o thofe that are without the pale of the
vifible church, its jurifdiétion does not extend. 1t Cor.
V. 12, 13.  For what bave 1 to do to judge them alfs
that are without? Do not ye judge them that are
waton "

3. They differintheir form. The magiftratical pow-
er is lordly and imperial. It belongs toi*s functiona-
ries to exercife dominion, 2s the vicegerents of Gop
ule compullry meafures with the difobedient, and fie
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force obediencs to the laws, of which they are the execu-
tors. Rom. xiii. 1. « Let cvery foul be fubjec? to the
bigher powers.’> Andin cafe of difobedience to his le-
gitimate authority, the magiftrate ought not ¢ to bear the
fword in vain.”” He muft not, indeed, exercife domi=
nion capricioufly, but at as the « minifler of Gob jfor
good’’ to his fubjelts,

But ecclefiattical power is altogether miniflerial.
Its funétionaries are confidered as ftewards of the mani-
fold myfteries of the fpiritual kingdom, and are pofitive-
ly difcharged from a&ing as “ Lords over God’s beri-
tage,”’ 1ft Pet.v. 3. Like their great mafter, they cught
not to come to be miniftered unto, but to minifter to the
fpiritual exigencies of perithing finners. They are,
however, entitled to attention and obedience, to their
fpiritual miniftrations., Heb. xiii. 17. ¢ Obey them that
have the rule over you in the Lorp,” &c. But fhiil
they can exercife no compulfion upon the perfons of men.
"T'his belongs exclufively to the civil magiftrate. And
whereas civil rulers may and ought to punifth tranfgref-
fions, as ¢rimes difhonouring to Gop, as King of na-
tions, and prejudicial to the ftate 3 church rulers are to
confider them as [candals, wounding to the honour of
Jefus Chrift, difhonouring to Gob, in him, and ruinous
to the fouls of men.

4. They differ in their proper end. The immediate
and proper end of all civil power, is, that the good of the
commonwealth may be provided for, their temporal fafe-
ty and civil liberty fecured upon the footing of the mo-
ral law, Rom. xiii. 4. The magiltrate 1s accordingly
called a « minifter of Gop for geod’’ tomen. The ul-
timate end to be attained, is, the advancement of the
glory of Gob, as King of nations, and a concern to
promote the profperity of the church ; and the propaga-
tion of truth fhould be exercifed as the means beft cal-
culated to obrain that znd.  Or the good of the church
may be confidered as an acceffary end.  The more faith-
ful the adminiftration of juftice, the fewer will be the
violations of the divine law ; and, coniequently, the few-
er fcandals to annoy the peace and happinefs of the church,

¥
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But the proper and immediate end of all ecclefialical
power is, that the conviction, conve rﬁode,,, and edifica.
tion of the fouls of men may be promoted, r.g. hoiv. 11, 12.
Here we find, that the :mm“ﬁ ate cnd of a')pmntm;r all
church oﬁicers was, «© For the perfedting of the faint:,
and the cdifying of the body of ( ,wm/?‘ " The wlmmmwend
1s the giony of Gob, as he is & Chrift reconc: ting the
world unto bxmfﬂ//,"’ ad Core vo 19, The welfare of
the ftate, is only an acceflary end, at which the church
officers, as fubjelts of the ftate, cmmrht’ to aim.  The
better they dilcharge their ecclefiattical funclions, the
fewer will be the crimes in the ftate, and the rore faith-
fully will every civil relative duty be performed, and
thus the welfare of the nation greatly promoted,

5. They differ in their ef ffe&s. The effeés of al|
civil powers are, either proper or redundant,  The pro«
per effelt of civil power is, the temporal fafety and wel.
fare of the commonwealth, together with the undiftu:-
bed enjoyment of all civil priviteges,

The redundant effet is the good of the e church, ay
far as this may refult from the r:phrmw adminiftration
of the divine law, n rewarding the nghtr*m.m, and pu-

sifhing offenders, Rom. xiii. 3. And in removing 40}
impediments that would obftrut the propagation of the
religion of Jefus; like as Jofiah and other reforming
k!n s of Ifrzel did, “

But the proper eifet of all ecclefiaftical power, s
wholly fpiritual, agreeable to the ipmwal nature of
Chitft’s ngdom. joi\n xvil, 36, % My Eingdom iy g0
of thi-world”” ltis piritual, and its exercile produces
{piritual effcets, operating on the fouls and confciences
of meu.

The welfare of the ftate, as fuch, is oniy a recundant
or acceflary effeét. It may, however, be wer ¥ confide..
rable.  "['he amclioration of (.mr«anhr, produced ny the

~SLenian influences of the refigton of Jelus, upen the hy.
man heart, may be highly advantageous to mational
profperity . as true Lunhnf ¢ ling the promwfe of the hm
that now s, as well as m that which ts to cone

6. Thcy diffzr i the r fubjedts, Civil po 'm mw\‘ Km
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vefted in one or more.  This is left to the diferetion of
the body politic, and is hence called  a% ordinance of
man.’ 1ft Pet. ii. 13, Whatever the particular form
be, whether monarchical, or republican, it islegitimate,
and entitled to obedience, provided ‘he conftitution be
agrecable to the moral law.

It may alfo be delegated from one te another. 1t Pet.
n. 14. We are commanded to yield confcientious obedi-
ence, not only to the fupreme magiftrate, but allo to
his delegates. ¢ Unto governors, as unio them that are
Jent by kim, for the punifoment of evil doers, and for the
praife of them that dowwell.”’

But ccclefiaftical power of jurifiiction, cannot veft in
one. 2d. Cor. ii. 6. When fpeaking of the reftoration
of the inceftuous perfon, who had been excommunica-
ted, the apoftle informs us, that his cenfure * was in-

Sflicted by many.”

‘Theugh the power of ordery or the adminiftration of
the word and facraments, belongs to every repular gofpel
minifter, yet the power of jurifdi€tion belongs exclufively
to a confiftory of preibyters.  Neither can one ecclefi-
aftical oficer delegate authority to another, to perform
min ftenie]l fusdlions. It can come only from Chrift
the head, by the medium of proper ofhicers. See Mat.
xvi. 19. compared with Tt 1. 8.

7. "They differ in their correlatives, or the perfons on
whom they are exercifed relpeCively.

The civil powcer extends to all perfons, refident with-
in the realm, be their eftate; charaller, or condition
what it may. Rom. xiii. 1.  Let coory fou!l be fubjes?
to the higher povvers.,” Here there is no exception of
2ny lais or conaition of men.  But,

Ecclefialticai jurifdi€tion extends onlv 9 thofe who
are profefic’t members of the myftical body of Tefus
Chrift, and eperates upen them exclufively under that cha
rafter, it Cor. v. 12, 13. where we arc informed, thar
all church power of junitdiCticn is confined folely to
th ‘e that are within. [Hence thofe who are not <;1uich
members, if gullty of any thing feandalous, reqy-
ving public cenfure, muft Lecuwnie membors of ghe
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church, belore they can become proper objects of cccle-
fiaftical cenfuie.  Church jurifdi¢tion extends not be-
yond the walls of the houfe of Gon.
. They difier in their diftin& and divided exzrcife.

T ha= fhould the one negle&t the performance of duty,
that is no reaion why the other fhould be remifs, but ra-
ther the contrary.  Should the ftate take no otice of
the murderer, cr the adalterer, their negle&t by no
means unnerves (02 arm of ecclefiaftical jurifdiztion,
neither fhould it relas the rigour of church confure, The
fame will hold equallv in 2 change of cafes,  Agaln,
whpn either has done what is juft and right, by a pru-

{s iftuing in the acquittal or condemnation of the per-
an «rr,;,gmd, the other s bound to take cognizance of
the offence, and proceed accordingly. Thus, when 3
church member has fatisfied the avil law for a crime
committed zgainft the {tate, the corlenaftical authority
ounhr to profecute hxm for ity 2s a fcandal, and depriva
him of pr'\u ges, untii he gives due evideices of con-
trtion, and {austy the laws 1o that cele made and pro-
vided.  Thus both the civil and ecel:fi :ﬂmﬂ auth rity
may, and in many calzs ovphty to puih for the fam“
offence 5 yet the fn'm.‘» cug t tobe c-.:‘i.':,ly Jitinct,
and v poweis independent oa vach other.

But as we bave v .mamuu‘ to thew wherein they
difrery it will be nt-cu.ur)f alto, in the

[il. place, to thew wierdin they aoree,

I. 'i"h»y agree in this, that (sop the Mathe Ty S Son,
and opmt, 1s the omrmxl fountain from wiich they
flow. T'o (uppefe any power or authoity whatever
not originating from "v’\D, cflentially confidered, would
nece!fmly lead to atherfiical ,umcnpu s, 1t mult there-
fore emanate from hm. lom, xul. 1. ¢ There i

no power b f Gop.” "T'a the fame purpofe s
2d. Cor. v, 18. “ .9l things arve of Gon.” Civil

~power was already fhewn to criginate frem Gon, as
Creator, and to be founded on his univerfal domiaon,
as the King of nations, Jer. x. 7. And theugh all
ecelefiafhical power Hows immedictely from Cimifty as
Mediater, yetitis radically and fontally v u thize- une
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Gop. All the right and authority of Chrift, as Medi-
ator, is originally derived from Gop, as well as crvil
power.

“They are, to be fure, under different regulations:
thefc have been alreadv flated. By virtue of this deri-
ved right, Jefus is conftituted the fole Legiflator in Zion,
and is ihe rmmediate, as the father is the ultimate, fource
of all ecclefiaftical authority Hence the authority of
church officers is analogous to that of Chrift himfelf,
nzmely, by delegation.  John xvii. 18. Chrift himfelf
ftates his own and his ambafladcr’s commiffion, as being
perrallel in this particular point, “ as thou haft feut
me zrfta the world, even fo bave I alfo fent them into the
world.

2. The) agree in this, that both are fubjeCled to the
Mediater, though under different confiderations.  Mat.
xxviii, 18. John v. 22.and 27. Eph. i. 21, 23. with
many other portions of Scripture, leave noroom for the
candid mind, to doubt of the univerfality of the douation.

But the different regulations, under which thefe two
branches are fubjelted unto him, are very umportant, and
highly worthy of the moft ferious attention.

In civil matters, he dees not commiflien rulers and
officers. T'hefe receive their commiflions from Geb,
from whom their authority emanates, and upon whofe
Sovereignty over the nations, it was founded, previeufly
to, and independent of, the developement of the new co-
venant economy. But, in virtue of the Father’s dona-
tion, he has a right to require the execution of the or-
ders given to civil rulers. Pf. ii. 10, 12. ¢ Now, tbere-
_/ar ey be wife ye kings, &c. Kifs the Sonleft he be angry.”
T'o obedience they are indifpenfably bound. If they re-
{ufe, they are in danger of being dafhed in pieces by hig
iron rod.” Thus Jefus, as the Gevernor in the king-
duom of Providence, (the wheels of which h= manages,
Ezek. 1. 25)) condué's the golden oil of the benignin- .
fluences, as well of the civil as of the ecclefiaftical
branch, into the golden bowl of his mediatory fullnefs ;
thence te be d..pc:':ec to the lamps of cvil and rchélous
ipformagion, ti the xirgdoms of this world become the
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kingdoms of cur LORD, and of his Chrift, Hence,
Eph. i 22, 23. he is the head over a'l things, for the
ufe of the church his body..

3. Theyagreecin their mutual in deperidence,

They are co-ordinatz.  ‘T'hey may uvauuru‘ly {ubfift
togefher, ind pcndmtly of each other; but they are not
wollateral, mutuany dependent, and which cannot rightly
{abfift, if fparated.

The civil branch has no power cver the ecclefiafiics! -,
es fuch; nor has theecclefiaftical any power over the civil.
Yet the fame perfons, in refpect of different relations,
may be fu,)eno or infericy, to another perfon ; and may
require another, or be *hem‘\,xves required, to fulfil re-
lative duties: andin cafe of delinquency, may arra:gn
others, or be themlfelves arxa'mwd puarfuant to the Jaw
of their re (pellive courts, Ilu» minifters, as '“‘nbai«
fadors ~f Chrift, have a right to require magxﬂratee as
church members, faithi'u),y to exccute their magiftrati-
cal power, {fo as may befl promote the honour of Chrift,
and the weltare of his church; and in caie of grofs a&s
oi mal-adminiftration, may infict upon them the cen-
fures of the houfe of Gon. Andon the other hand,
magiftrates have a right to require minifters, as their
Jubjedls, faitkfully to execute minifterial power, as an
excellent mean of rendering the nation plOLS and vir-
tuous, in order that its lmppmc.fs may ticredy be prg.
moted.

This principle, if duly attended to, and judicioufly
applied, will free the \Ve&'mn(tf’r Confeilion of Faith
from the falfc imputation of Eraftianifm, charged upon it
by maodern reformers.

There are feveral articles in the twenteth, twenty¢
third, aad thirty-firft chaptcra which have been much
inveighed againtt, as giving the civil magidrate tog
much nower in the church of Chrift. Let it be confi-
- #gered that he can convoke fynods, /../!fc; maldy as ecclea
Jaflical judicatorics, but enly os members of the come
nonwealthy in which chovalior taey are his {ubjeéts,
Rom. J':". 1. Lot coory foul be ./';(/H'u”'z‘ " &e. When

convencd, fuiely they are bound (o do whas: 13 mo® cala -

b o2

-
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culated to promote the glory of Gop. If their {yno-
dical deliberations be calculated to do &, {hould they
nct eflay them ? Should they become remifs, ought not
he to require them, as his fubjells, to do their duty ?
Should they adulterate the pure fountain of evangelical
doétrine, with the worm-wood and gall of crrors and
herefies, ought not he to prohibit them from poifoning.
the fouls of his fubje&ts, debauching their moral feel-
ings, and thereby bringing down the vengeance of Gob
upon the commonwealth. If he vicws thefe things
with indifference, how can he be the minifter of Gob
for good to men !

4. They agree in being both bound to take the moral
law, s the unerring ftandard of all their adminiftrations.

"t’hat the civil branch is thus bound, is evident, not
only from the voice of nature, which announces the mo-
ral law, as the fupreme rule, regulating our rclation to
Gop, as our Lorb and Sovereign, and rcquires the
body politic to graft vpon it their civil conftitutions,
under pain of Heaven s high difpleafure ; but alfo from
the exprcfs command of Gop in his word. To this
purpefe, fee Deut. xvii. 18. when fpeaking of fupreme
magiftrates, it is obfrved, % and it fhall b2 when ne
Jitteils upan the throne of his kingdew, that [ fhall
write bim a copy of this law in a hook, out of that wnich
is before the priejts the Levites, And he fhall read
therein all the days of his life.’>  "That the obligation
ftill remains under the New Teftament, is evident, net
only frem the morality of the duty, but alfo from the
circumftance, that the detailing of fuch a conftitution
as 18 here mentioned, would be produltive of both the
charaCter and adminiftration indifpenfably required,
Rom. xiii. 1, 6. The denial of this feems unreafona-
ble, even were Scripture filent on the {ubjedt. Is not
the divine law a complete rule of faith and marners ? Is
it not io to every individual, as fuch ! If every one i
indtvidually bound thereby, will their upion, in 2 natione=
al fociety, diflolve the obligation ? Is there any incom-
patibility between civil government and chriftianity, fo
that men muft be divefted of the latter, before they em-



( I:})

bark in the former ? If not, fhould not they, in evary
part of their adminiftration, confider themnftlves as chrif-
tians, and remember their amenability to the divine law ?
By thn every altion fhall be tried.  Rom. ii. 12, «* A
many as Lave finned in the law, /bl be j'm’ucl by the
Jaw.”

That the ecclefiaftic branch is bound by this divine
rule, is ebvious to all. Mal. i 7. ¢ For the priefls
lps fhould l'eep femwledw, anda they fhould fiock t’) laty
at his mouth.”  And in their commiilion, the ambafla-
dors of Jefus are {triltly enjoined, to teach mankind to
obfcrve all things commanded by rheir divine Mafter,
Mat. XX Vi, 20,

They agree, in as much as beth have (uprems and
fuborcd nate judicatories, in which they exercife jurifdic-
tion, Mat. xviii. 15, 18, where we have a divine war-
rant for kirk feffions.  "Thefe are {ubordinate to, and two
or more of them conflitute, a Pre/Z)term/ sudicaturs,
which is divinely recognized, 1t Tim. iv. 14. and alfe
A&ts, vii. 1. and xiit. 1. Thefe are fubordinate to,
and {wo or more of them conftitute, a Synoz/iml a/lembly,
whick alfo is recognized, Alts xv. and xv:. chapters.
Here we have a n’ﬁ rence, £onvacation, &if zlj..m, ani the
Synalical decr 5, confequent thereupon.  “This may be
re rul.uly extended to Ecumenical cv General AJemplics

over the whole habitable 0]()\)», as thz word inports, and
as the necefiity of unity in counf:l and cu-operation,
ameng the members of the my(tical body, evidently re-
quirss.

The fupreme and {ubordinate judicatories in the frate,
are va.muﬂy modifizd, at the difcretion of the body po-
licic, which, if not repugnant tu the mural law, oughs
to bc. confidered legitimate.

They agree, inas much ss both, on account of
thzr divine 2uthority, entitle theiv tachful executors ta
Touble honour. 11t T, v, 17. ¢ Lot the 2liers thui
rule welly be orconnt d worthy of dolle briawr?’ Ners
tonour and refpedl are enys ancd towards the ecclefiafls-
cal branch, « rwf character fnculd o venerated, and
sheir perfons chenifhzd even for their work’s fake,
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Reverence and honour arc alfo duc to the avil branch,
To tais purpofe we are commanded, Prov. xxiv. 21. to
“ fear Gop and the king.””  Lawful rul.rsare Gon's
vicegerents, and ought to be honoured, on account of
him whom they reprefent,  And' Rom. xiii. 7. whai
fpeaking of the civil magiftrate, the apoftle commands
10 ¢ render to all their due, fear to whom fear, and va-
ncur to whom Ponour,”’

7. 'T'hey agree in this, that the uliimate end of both,
in every part of their procedure, fhould be the glory of
Gobp. InIfai. Ixi. 1, 4. we are informed that the
grand end of every part of Chrift’s econonical admi-
niftration, in pooclaiming hherty to the captives, in o-
pening the prifon doors 1o them that were bound, and
announcing the acceptable year of the Lord, was, ¢ that
Gop might be glorified.”

In like manner, tothis end, ought all the movements
of the civil branch to be directed. Itis a divine ordi-
pance, lis executors are the vicegerents of Jehovah,
Every act ol their adminiftration, fhould, of courfe, be
a farther developement of his charadter, and a new ma-
nifeftation of his glory.  1ft Cor. x. 313« Whether
thereforey ye caty or drinky or whatfsever ye dey do all
to the glory of Gon.””  But as it appears that the two
branches agree, in feveral things, 1t may be proper, ftill
fart!.ery in the

IV. bead, to fhew what concern the civil branch
fhould take with the ccclefiaftic, or enquire how far the
civil power, cirea facra, reaches. .

That magiftrates have officially, by divine authority,
fomething to do with religion, to enforce the commands
of (Gom, and fupprefs the vinlations of his law, appears
plai:, cven from New Teftament documents.  Rom.

il 4. ¢ He (the magiftrate) is the runifier of Gop.”
Now how can he be Gon’s minifter, and yet be regard-
lefs of the honour and laws of him, from whom he has
derived his authority ! Moreover, Gon’s commands
are obligatory upon everyv one, in his refpeclive ftation
and relation in focicty. '

When Gob fays, © Buy the truth and [ell it not,”

i U
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« Contend earncfily for the faith once delivered tr the
Saints.”* Whenhe forbids ¢ turning afide totheright hand
or to the [/t '’ Tnone word, when {peaking of idola-
tors, 1cut. vii. §, he commands, g0 de/troy their al-
tars, and break dewn their imagesy and cut doson the:r
zroves, and burn their graven tmages with fire.”’ Upon
whom are thefe injunétions obligatory £ Is itonly upon
private individuals ? Is the magiftrate exempted ? Ducs
the circumftance of his being Gon’s minifter, loefe himy
from the obligation of the divine law ?

T'his, indeed, would be doétrine worthy of modern il-
lumination,  But it ftands in direct contradiclion to the
whole volume of the book of (Gop. See one pafiagz,
Deut. xvii. 18, 1g. But we fhall proceed more parti-
cularly to enquire, what concern the magiflrate has of.
Sicially with religion !

1. He bath no Jiredtive power about any thing ecclea
fiaftical. He hath not any right to preferibe rules,
introduce new modifications, or alter a fingle pin of the
facred tabernacle. The church’s conftitutional laws,
are derived from a higher authority.  To this the is a-
menable.  Ifai viii, 20. ¢ To the law and to the teftimo-
ny s if they [peak not according o this word, it is be-
canfe there is no light in them”  The church judicative,
as fuch, poitefling the facred depofitum of the heavenly
oracles, ought, as in Mat. xxiii. 10. “ t0 call no man
wmafler.  For one is her maflery cven Chriff.”

2. He hath no power iz, but only about ecclefiaftical
concerns.  Every act of his, concerning religion, thould
be eflentially and formally civil. He may not dare to
touch either the ey of order, or the key of jurifdiction.
Should he, like Uzziah, prefume to interfere with the
facred minifterial fun&ions, lct himy dread the tremen-
dous confequences.  He ought, like Afa, Jehofhaphat,
and Hezckiah, to contribute every effort, as far as his
wcAitical influence can extend, to promote rciigious re-
formation. Thus we find, 2t Tim. 11, 2. that thisis
the defirable end to be effeéted by his righteous adminif-
tration, viz, * That we may lcad a quiet and peaceable
l'fey in all cedlinels and honefly.”



(22)
2. The civil magiftrate ought to defend and pmtc&
the church of Chrift.  Ifai. xlix. 23 ¢ Kings fhall be
thy nurfing fathers, and their queens thy rmfng Mo
tmm,” &ec.” Does not this im ply prote¢tion? The me-
taphors feleGed by the Spirit of Gob, involve the higheft
poffible care and tendernefs, 1 know it has been objec-
ted By fome, that the tender caic and concern here inten-
ded, is not official, but merely per/fonal, as an individu-
al member of the church.  T'he realon afligned is, that
the epithet involving concern, is not confined to kmﬂs,
but is common alfo to their gueens @ and this muft be
acknowledged to be unofficial.  Sure none are exemp-
ted from being concerned about the interefts of religion,
”Lfﬁ?i?.’ﬁl,f'.’“m‘v of the 0“))&(‘410)’1 will appear, by atten-
ding to an oofmv“tum formerly made, viz. that the com-
mands of Gob are obligatory apon every ons, in his
refpeQive fration and department of life.  Queens are
tound to exercife all the 1n ﬂuencc, which in the provi-
dence of Gon is conferred upon them, in promoting the
religion of Jefus, Kings, or civil magiitiates, in like
manner, are wdxfpenfabxy bound, to exercife ali the pow-
er which they poficfs in their ftations, to promote the
fame defirable end. Whatever quantity of this power
is kept back, is fo much unliquidated debt due to the
Mefliah, by the exprefs command of that Gob whom
% marrzﬂratas reprcfent Pfo 12, % Kifs ye the San left
be be angry.””  When Chrift’s myftical body necds this
powcr, and the magiitrate withholds the benefic of it,
does he not run the rifk of being charged by Jefus at
the laft day, as we read, Mat, xxv. 42, 45¢ “ [ was
an hungred, and ye gave me no meat, I was thir-
J1s and ye gave e no drink, e, Ina/rmzcb as ye did
1t not to one of the leaft of t’){ﬁ: my breihreny ye did it
not to me.’

This fame idea of proteétior, tendernc fe and care, as
a blefling, to be expeéled in New Teliament times, s
held outy If 1x. 10, & 160 ¢ Kings fhall mintficr unto
theey” and ¢ thou fbalt fuck t/Jc br (’C!"/i.! of Amf*s.” All
thefe paflages evximtly intiniate, that the civil powcr
fhall be exercifd in adminiltering officiaily to the church,
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every comfort whick may be expelted (o refult from the
union of mag:ftratical authurity, and paternal care; fuch

asy dufending her from hor enciniesy and fecuring v her

l her nrwa]rm S

Moreover, whei i 1 Tim. i 2. we Arc COMmMmMan-
ded to pray foi mapiftraies, the end propafed is, thay l!‘xc:
church and pecple «f (yom, under the wing of their pro-
te&icn, “ may lead quiet and peaceaole lives 1 all yod-
linefs and honef?y.”  Lither indifcrence, therefore, on
the part of the ftate, towards the church; or wn (qual
protc&ion to her enemies, is nﬂt'»x'ifwﬂy E'mmp;zc.é‘nicz
with the 1deas o w:m.ﬂy contained in thele facyod pafliocs,

4. He ought, by his civil power, toremove &l ex-
ternal impediments to the true religion and worfhip of
Gobp, whether they be perfons, or things ; fuch as per-
iccution, profancnefs, hercfy, 1dolatry, and their abet-
ters, as did Afa, Hezckiaky Joliuh, and other pious
kinps,

T'hus we are informed in the ninth chapter of tcond
Kings, that fehu was anointed to cut off the idola-
trous houfe ef Ahab, In the tenth chapter, weare told,
verfe 25thy that be deflroyed the wor/hippers 0}" Baal
and in the 30th verfe, (Gop commends him for doing fo.
And exprefcly on that account, promifes-his children. the
throne of Ifracl, to the fourth gencration,

Further, ta the fame purpofe, we have he ap').ovcd
conduét of Afa, 1t Kings xv. 12,25  Aud }e tesk”
away the Sodomites out of the land, and removed oll the
1dols tbat bis fathers had made. A.d ally Maiackah bis
mother, even hiry be removed from bazng queeny beeanfe
the bad made an idel in a grove s and Aja dvflreyed Ler
idol, and Lurnt it by the brook Kid 7‘072,” Ad an this,
we are told, ¢ Hedid that which was right in the eyes
of the Lard, as did David bis father,” verie 11.

Yea he is even complained of, in the 14th verfe, be-

, - e the high nlaces were not removed alfo, "This, how-
ever, he after wards pe I'(uﬂ"ﬂc‘d, as appears from 2d Chron,
xtve 2, 5. where we have fome  more  fregments
of his hiftory ¢« 2de .to% away the altars of the Slrange
redsy, and the high places, and brake down the images,
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and ent down the gremes,” and in this, « Afa did that
whick was goody, and right in the eyes of the Lord his
(Gon.”

An approved mqmp!f' 15 cqual (o a precept 5 but pre«
:.cpfs are not wantmg, fec Dents xini. 5, 18, 20. Zech,

ni. 3. and Rev. xvi 160 Were it needful, we might
q 10t alfo the autuarity of moit of the refo"med churches
in urope, as al{o of the moft eminent martyrs. /7
are encompalffed about wiih a great cloud of witzefles.”

T'he funtiments of that venerable aflembly which pen-
nsd the Larger Catechifin, are full and explicit on this
fubject, ¢ The duties required in the fecond command-
mient, are, the detefting, dx['appmvmg, oppofing all falfe
W orfhnp, and according to each one’s placc and calling,
removing it, and all monuments of idolatry.” Dee Lar-
ger Cat queft. 108, In this point, we might reafona-
bly (uppofe all the Prefbyterians in North- America to
be agreed, as the above queftion fromn the Larger Cate-
chifm has been adopted, verbatim, into the creeds and
church conftitutions of every denomination of them,
without exception. Sec faid Catechifm, as ratified and a-
dopted in their conttitutions,

5. Ide ought to ufe every lawful endeavour to pro-
mote purity, unity, and reformation, in the church,
saloing fo, he will fuffer none to admmifter ordinances,
but thofe duly warranted by ecclefiaftical authority. In-
®Wdependantly of this, they are only impoftors, who, like
# (he locufts, devour every green thing, fulceptive of their

poifonous influence, and fubvert the purity and unity of

the Gofpel church,

He w:ll alfa m;l on ecclefiaflics, as his fubjedls, to
be altive and diligent, in the perfovmame of duty. 2d
Chron. xxix. £. Hczekiah commanded the minifters of
the aitar, to attend to their refpeélive fun&lions, ¢ Hear
me ye Levites, fanélify yourfelves, and funclify the houfe
of the Lord Gobp of )ourfat/)ers, and cariy firtigs
ﬁ/tbzm_,s out of the holy place.’”  In this he acted not the
part of a legiflator, but only enferced the laws of his
- Gonp, aorcca'\l) to the .nftitution of the kingdom, and
“required his fubjeds fuithfully to parfenm their duty,

I
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In the thirticth chapter, he exhorts, intreats, and
commands the people, ta come te the houfe of Gob, and
keep the paflover.  And when the magiftrate commands
what is exp efsly required by the Jaw of (Gop, his fub-
jects are bouna tc obey. Rom. xiii. 1. ¢ Let every
Soul be fuhjeét ta the higher powers.”

It may perhaps be erquired, what are thofe things
which he may lawfully command? To this T anfwer,
he may lawfully command whatever is contained in the
conftitution, prefcitbed by him whom  he reprefents.
Deut. xvii. 18, we are toJd what this is, namely, the
Divine Law., Whatever penaities are {pecified in that
law, and no where either repealed or mitigated, fhould
be duly iflilted, in cafe of difobedience. VV'here the
law is filent, or indefinite, vith refpedt to particular
crimes, ;;aaam{’l any precept of the decalogue, and the
pum{hmfmt due thereto, great prudence and difcration
will be neceffary to a&emdm, whether f{aid crimes are
punifthable by civil pains, 2s there are many violations
of the moral law, to which no particular civi/ penalty
can attach.

Nothing fhould be held cenfurable by the church, or
punifhable by the ftate, but what is plainly contrary
to the law of Gon; and become duly public, indepen-
dently of requiring felf-accufation.

But even when the crime is afcertained to be, in
nature and circumftances, punifbable, great difcreti
neceflary, tn fixing both the quantity and quality of ¢
penalty,  Perbaps, in certain particular ftates of focicty,
forbearance, without punifhment, even of many real
crimes againit both church and ftate, would be moft pru-
dent and cligible.  But here, wifdom is peculiarly necef-
fary to direlt,  But when it wouid be improper, thus to
remic the punithment of thefe crimes, we oblerved, that
the (ft'ahty and quantity fhould be particularly attended

5 In many of them, the quality fhould be nezative,
coniflinz i deprivation of privileges, which might o-
thaw (e T m'jf)ycd. For the breach of the tenth com-
mandment, tue Givine law has pruwdui ne other civil
panifhmmt. This is clearly tinplicd in Exod, xviii.

C
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21. where we are told, the magiftrate muft te a man
“ fearing Gop and /aav‘mg covetoufuefs.”” If {uch only
are eligible, the covetous man is, of courfe, difqualified,
The fame might, perhaps, hold wnh thofe, who are habi~
tual in the n"gxeét of religious duties, as alfo with o~
ther defcriptions too tedious to entmerate, ,

With refpect to the quantity of a penalty, in crimes
of a particular nature, not fpecifically provided for in the
divine law, there may be much difcretionary powver ex-
ercifed, according toparticular emergencies ; taking care,
however, that the divine law may never be violated, In
fuch cafes, the light of nature will be greatly fubfervi-
ent to the general rules of Scripture. Ezra vii. 26.
Artaxerxes orders, « Whofoever will not to the law o
thy Gop, let juc gment be executed [peedily upon him,
whether it be unts death, or bani/bment, or confifcatisa
of goods, or imprifenment.’”  And in the next verfe,
¥zra blefles the Lord his Gop, for putting it into the
king’s heart.

But to return to Hezekiah. We find hi m, by civil
authority, endeavouring to cffelt purity, unity and re-
formation in the church, and his exertions accompanied
with the fmiles of j"hovah’s approbation ; for, in the
twelfth verfz of the thirtieth chapter of fecond Chro-
vicles, we read, thatin ¢ Fudabh, the band of Gop was

ive them one heart, to do the commandment of the

y and of the princes by the word of the Lord>” In

er to effect thefe defirat ‘e ends, he has a right to con-

voke fiynods, and councils, confifting of ecclefiaftical

pesfons, to confult and advife how the church is to be

purged from corruptions, and the truths of Gop moft

{uccefsfully propagated. Kor this, we have the appro-

ved example of pious magiftrates under the Old Tefta-
ment, as Afa, Jofiah, Hezekiah, &c.

Morecover, the four Ecumenical Councils were called
by chriftian magiftrates. Conftantine calied the
Nicene Council : Theodofius the elder, the firft Coun.
cil at Conftantinople : Theodofius the younger, the fift
¥ phefian Council : Marcian the Chalcedon Council,

6. They ought to {upport the Jaws of Gor, by ther
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fecular authority, as keepers of both tables of the law,
f’n_]()m!n{r and f‘omm.mdmrr all 1o obfLrve the {ame,
under fuch civil pains as may be calculated to eiledt their
nerforraance. I husy 2d Chron. 3:4th c.mptcr, pood Jo-
fiah, afrer he had removed all ihe idolatrous | imzges, al-
tars and groves, and cleanfed Judeh and Jerufulior, com-
manded the priefts to cz;qu’az'u of the [.ord for himy and
for all that weu jeft in Judah and Jerufalen:, concest-
ing all the words of the book which had been Dund by
Hx‘kxah the prictt in the houfe of the L n, J, and | eroined
all that were pxcvfcnt in Jerulalem, wud Denjamin, o at.
tend to, and obferve 1ts contents.

Thus, the civi} authority is concerned, in fan&ioning
and rauf}mg the laws of the Moft High Gop, "&mg
as a terror to evil-doers, and a praife to them that do
well. ‘

‘The fourth commandment, whofe obligation is pors
petual, is direCted to every relation.  Ev -y private in-
dividual muft obferve the law of Gop; but heads of
families, and cther fuperiors, muft not only oblerve it
themfclves, but make thofe under their authority do o
hkewife, as far as their influence can extend, and alfa
punifh ob{tinate violators thereof. ¢« [ know,” fays Gop,
that Abrakam wid command his children and boufehold
after him””  So the magiftrate muflt provide, that tj\c
Sabbam be fanQified in ali his pates; that is, as fara
his civil authority extends. Yea, we find even he#t
then kings ratifying the laws of the Moft Hiph G OD‘;
Ezravi', 23.  "The decree of Anaxerxes, is, « IVhat-
fsever is commanded Zzy the Gobp eof [ aven, let 1t be
done for the baufe of the Gop of Flravion,

A's it is his duty o mmy the law of (52on, in like
manner he ought to {aniton, by his civil .mshoniy the
decrees of ecclefiaftical courts, when agreeable to the
Jaw of Gop, and calculated to piomote his glory.

i he civilly adopts, as good and wholefome laws,
tenmng to promote the happinels of the realm, and thc
glory of Gop the King of nations.  Hence it is, that
cood neighbourhood 1s promated between church and
zi:m, and harin ony and mutual co-oucration between the
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2¢fiminy of Ifrael, and the thrones of the houfc of Da-
vid, Pf. cxxin 4.

7. He ought, alfo, * excrcife a compulfory and punitive
power ahout things religious. 'This extends to ali perfons
within his jurifdi€tion. Rom. xiii. 1. Every foul 13
ftriétly enjoined to be fubjedt to Lis authority,

Should it be enquired, what is the flandard reguia-
ting this fubjeftion ! we repy, the law of Gen. 'This
15 the unerring rule, wherebv the exercife of his authori-
ty, and their fubje&tion thereunto, wiil be tried. 1fai. viii,
20, % 1o the law and 10 the tejiimony,” &c. "T'his law
heis obliged to execute, under pain of Jehovah’s dif-
pleafure, Deut. xvii. 18. Thofe who refufe to obey,
and fo obftruét the whecls of government, 2nd difho-
nour the (Gop of nations, he is authorifed to punifh.

That offences againft the fecond table of the moral
law are punifhable, is admitted by all.  "This, therctore,
requires no procf,

Tbat breaches of the fir/? table fhould alfo be punifh..
ed, is equally warrented by reafon, and the word of
(30D, Let us examine the penalties z nexed to the ob
ftinate violation of the four firft precepts of the de-
calogue.. "With refpe to the fir/f of thefe, fee Deut.
Xit, I, §. “ If there arife amung yor a prephet; or a
dreamer of dreams—That prophet, or that dreamer of

g"wms, Shall be put to death, becaufe be bath fpoken lies,
B turnyou away from the Lord your (Gop, which brought
you out of the dand of Egypt.”” Shall the mxagiftrare
punifh the man who rebels againft his own authority,
and pafs with impunity, or extend proteion to the man,
who, “ untrembling, mouths the heavens,”” and point:
his artitliry at the throne of the Cmaipotent ?

Wish refpe @ to the feccnd commandment, the penalty

anpeed to the breach of itis alfo cxrprefsly flated in
Deet, xi, 6, € If thy brotle the o of thy mather,
or iy fory ar th) daugitery or the wife of thy «5&]?)77:: 0r -
thy friend, which is asthine voon liuly entice thee feciei-
fyy favingy come et 15 vo ferve gther gads—thon fhalt 1s:

” .‘ EYP L I ¥} v s. ! . l,'~ /’* s - "s - " —)- ~ - .
confent unty Ly meitaer fEali lhsu Joare, neither flo't
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thou conceal bimy but thow ﬁaltjurefy kil him.”? Come-
pare ¥xod. xxxii. 27. Shall a robber of a little earth.
Iy property be feverely punithed ? And thall he who
robs (Gon of his glory, and gives it to graven images,
fiocks, and ftones, who as in Hab. i. 16. facrifices un
to his net, and burns incenfe to his drag, be allowed ta
pafs with impuvnity ? Hear what Job the Chaldean,
(who lived not under the Jewifh economy) fays, chap.
xxxi. 26, 28. « Jf I beheld the fun when it fhincd,
or the moon walking in brightnefs; and my beart
hath been fecretly enticed or my mouth hath kijed my
hand : this alfs were an iniquity to be punifbed by the
judge.”’ |

Wiith refpell to the third precept of the decalogue,
we are informed, Lev. xxiv. 15, 16. ©« Ihofocver cur-
farh bis Gob, fhall bear his fin, and he that blafphemeth
the name of the Lord, be foall furely be put ts death
and all the congregation hali flone him,’ &c. Shall a
man be punifhed for a treafonable expreflion againft an
earthly magiftrate, and be protelted in blafpheming
Chrift, denying his Divinity, and vilifying and re-
oroaching his blefled Spirit 11« I he that defpifed
Mofes’s law, died viithout mercy, under twe or three
witneffes s of how much forer punifpment fuppofe ye,
thall he be thought worthy, wha nath trodden under
Joot the Sen of (Gev, and hath countes the blaod of
the covenant wherewith he wai Jantlified, an unba'/]'t
thing, and Lath danc defpite unto the Spirit of Grace ?”
Heb. x. 28, 2a.

With refpect to the fourth, we may confult Nehe-
miah xiii. 15, 19.  When the pecple about Jerufalem
engaged about fecular employments, bearing burthens,
and trafficking out and in the city, he expoftulates with
themy fhuts the gate of the city, and fets his fervants
to fec that no burthens be brought in on the Subbath,
Awmd g the 2ot verfe, he teftifies againft the merchants
who lodged about the gates and wall, faying, « why
lodse ye aborit the wall 2 [f yedo o again il lny bundy
on yor.””  Here, we have an approved example, for
punifhing the obflinate violators of the holy Subdath.

Pl
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Thue, the breakers of all the precepts ¢f the fir# table
are punifhable by civil pains.

I cannot here omit quoting the following paragraph
from Gillefpie’s Mifcellaneous Quefltions. ¢ Is not (favs
‘¢ he) the mifchief of a blind guide greatcr than if he
i alted treafon, &c. and the lofs of one foul by feduc-
“ tion, greater mifchief than if he blew up porliament,
“cut the throat of kings or emperors, fo precious s
“ that invaluable jewel of a foul,  And (fays he} when
t the church of Chyift finkethin a flace, let not that itate
“ think to fwim. Religion and righteoufnefs flourith
“or fade, ftand or fall together. They who are falfe
“ to Gop, will never prove faithful to men.”’

8. He hath a right to judge of the decrees of ecclefi-
aftical aflemblies, whether they are agreeable to the law
of Gep, the fupreme law cf the land, 1t Thefl. v. 21.
The command to « prove all things,’’ is cbligatory on
the magiftrate, as well as others,  He alfo is bound to
efe the rule of unerring reftitude. Ifai, viii. 20. ¢ 7o the
law ard to the teflimony, if they [peak not according to
this word, it is becaufe there is no light sn them.”

Before be gives his fandtion to any church deed, he
- muft bring it to this facred touch-ftone ; if it agrees there-
with, he ought te ratify it, if not, he has not only a
right to rejeét it, but he is alfo bound to ftamp his nega-
4ive upen it.

. This ratification of it is foiely c/vi/, and fimilar to
his fan&ioning of civil ordinances. |

If this power is denied him, he muft be confidered as
a being of nodifcretion, and, confequently, unfit to be a
civil magiftrate. T'o {uppofe him bound to ratity what-
ever the church might decree, without previous exami-
nation and conviction of its propriety, would make him
a mere tool, fit for nothing but propping up the crazy
chair of the man of fin. But, as we haves endeavoured
to fhew what the civil power ought to do for the chuzch,_
it will be neceflary, in the

V. place, to fhew what is tle charalter of the civil
branch, from which this is te be expected. And,

1. It{hould pofc(s wildom and underftanding. Exod.
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xviile 22, ¢ Moreover thiu fbalt provide out of all the
peopley abii rien”’ And Deut. i, 13. « Tate ye fw{"/'
men ana under anding—and make them ruierscver you.”
They muft be men of abilitv, poflefling wifdom and
prudence, and well acquunted with the laws of the
Moft High Gop. Thus itis, that ¢ wifdom and ! now-
Iedsre_/lmli be the flability”’ of their admaniftration, Ifai,
xxxiii. 6. And without this, there can be no reafona-
ble expetation that they will anfwer the ends of their
appointment.

2. Another part of their chaialer, is, a profeﬁ"on of
chriftianity.  For a chnftian pecple to appaint a Dei/d
to glvern them, to fay nothing of its repugnancy to the
divine law, s even thameful. Itis juft like the trees
in Jotham’s parable, Judg. ix. .4, ¢ Then faidall the
trees unto the BRAMBLE, come thou asd reign over us,”’
Becaufe they could not find a tree of more generous
growth, to govern them. But this is contrary to the
exprefs command of Gen. Deut. xvii. 13 ¢ Lhon
Shalt 11 any w/ e fet him king cver thee, whom the Lord
thy Gobp fhall choofe : one from among thy brethre fhalt
B fuou Jet king over t/m' s thou maye/i not fet a flranger o-
ver thee, which is not tby brother.” s it to be expec-
ted that the man, who is not a brother in the profeflion of
the religion of Jefus, but an obftinate Infide/, will make
his adminiftration bend to the interefts of Immanuel,
whole exiftence he denies, whofe religion he mocks, a.‘d
whofe kingdorn he believes to be fiGiitious !

3. Another charaller is, uprightnefs and integrity.
Exod. xviii. 21, we are here informed that they fhould
be « fuch as fear GOD, men of trut)), Lating covetouf-
nefs.”” The high refponfibility conne&ed with théir ftz-
tion, requires men of rechitude, andintegrity of charac.
ter ; thus, 2d Sam,acvuu 2 3 ¢ {he Spirit of the
Lord j})akv oy miey and (315 word was in my tongue.  He
that wlnt& over men mutt be juft, ruling in the fear of
Gop.”

4. They muft be a serrorsto evil-doers, Rom, xiii.
3. 5. ¢ For rulers are not a terror to good works, but ¢:
the evil—the miniflers of (Gobp, avengers to :xecute
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wrath upon bim that doeth evil,””  THence, we are in-
formed, < bz beareth not ihe fwerd in vain,” fuppref-
iing, as far as his influence can extend, every violation
of the divine law.

5. They mutt be a « praife to them that de well”’
1ft Pet. 1i. 14. Rewardmg and encouraging the virtu-
ous, “ that they may live quict and peaceable lrves in all

adlszs and horefly.””  Solomen’s adminiftration is re-

prefented as bemg of this defeription, Pf Ixxii, 7. « [n
/m days fhall the rightesus flourifh, and poflefs abundance
of peace.”’ |

6. They fhould be continually attentive to official
duty. Rom. xiii. 6. ¢ For they are Gop’s miniflers
attending continually upesz this wvery thing”” If this
were duly attended to, not only would magiftratical func-
tions be betrer executed, but the abfurdity of Eraftian«
1ifm would at once appear.

The church funétionary is alfo commanded to actend
continually to his department. it Tim. iv. ¥5. ¢ Groe
thyfelf whally to them.” Of courfe, fome are provided
(excluhvely of the civil magiftrate) whofe bufinefs it is g
to manage ecclefiaftical coneerns.  But if this alfo wasq
formally the magiftrate’s official duty, why fhould others
belonging to another department be appointed ! Furth:r,
how could the magiftrate attend continually upou this
very thing, viz. ‘ms own official duty, which is purely
civily and at the fame time attend to another concern,
which is not civil 7 Common fenfe teaches, that if he
attend continually upon the one, thg other will of courfe
be negleted.

. The civil magiftrate thould be a kceper of both
tables of the law of Gon. Deut. xvil. 18, 1g. ¢ And
it fhall be when be fitteth upon the throne of his kingdons,
tnat he fhall wwsite him a copy of the law in “a book, out
of that which is Lcjore the pricftsy the Leuvites. /ﬁ'n.l it
shall be with him, and be fhall read therein o'l the doys
of hislife : that he may learn to fear the Lord bis Gob,
10 éeep all the words of thisslaw, and thefe flatutes to de
them,’ How can he be Gop’s minifter, if he be rerard-
lefs of his law ! And wherc can he find fuch a conflitu-
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tion, as that provided for him by the Spuit of infinite
wifdom ? By this he is indifpenfubly bound, in his offi-
Cia. capacity, as well as his fubjeclts are, in their private
individual capacity.  But; as we have been endeavouring
to charaterize the civil branch, from which protedtion
to the church may be expelled, 1t will be proper, in the

V1. place, to churalterize the ecclchaftical branch,
which is, of right; entitled to this proteétion.  And,

1. Her conftitution thould be agreeable to, and foun—
ded on, the word of Gop. H:b. viii. 5. ¢ See ({ays
Gon) theu make all things according to the pattern,
Shrewed to thee in the Msuzt.””  "I'his fuits every poflible
purpofe of edification. 2d Tim. ui. 16, 17. ¢« Al
Scripture is given by injpiration of (GO, and is profit-
able for doéirme, for reproa/", for corrediiony and for in-
Sruction in rzw)teaz. mfs that the man of (JOD may be

perfect, thorouznly furnifhed unto (‘figJod works.

2, Her oﬂic‘fr% fhould be regularly introduced to mi-
nifterial funéions, by the nrc(byteru.l xmpnf’tmn of hands.
It Tim. v, 14. « Neoled? not the gift that is in thee,
Auvhich was given thee Zy prob/)ecy, and the laying on of
“the hands of the prefbytery.””  The awful cataftrophe of
Koran, Dathan, &c. f‘mulJ be viewed as a beacon to
ally who, by their ambitious difpolitions, would be in
dangcr of fplitting on this tremendous rock.

Chrift denominates thofe, who come not in by the door,
“ thieve sand robbers;” and in Mat, vii. 15, commands
us to « beware of falfe prophots, u Focome to us in fhecps
chithing, but inwardly are ravenine walves.”  Let none
cxpeﬂ to profit by their miniftrations. ¢ [ bave nst
fent thom (ﬁlth the Lord) yet they ran, therefire they
fhall not profit this people.”’

. She fhould % contend cara, Ay for the faith o
dclzuercc/m z/nﬁzmb.” Jude 3 Ar‘d it Tim. vi. 20.
« O Tivnthy Feep that which is comm'tted 12 thy care.”
n doing this, as with faces of flint and brows of brafs,
they [hou)d be explicity, bold, and valiant, whether the
generation unto which they are fent will hear or forbear.
"I'bere 1s no neutrality in Chrift’s fervice. j g v 23
 Curfe ye Meroz, {{anth the anget of the Lord) cur i
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ve bitterly the inbabitants thereof : becaufe twy came net
up to tbb help of t/w Lordy to the bhelp of the Lord a-
cainft the mighty.”’

‘The very light of nature, {uggeits the propricty of be-
ing plain and explicit with our brethren of mankind.
Should we fee our neighbour in danger of filling into a
pit, where deftru@ion would be insvitable, would we
nct violate the natural luws of humamuty, if we did not
warn him of his danger? Nay wouid we not, to a cer-
tain de egrec, be confidered by the divine law, as acceflary
tohis ruin ! Of infinitzly meore importance, is the falva-
tion of the foul.  Says our Leord, © What fhall a man
give inexchange for his foul 27’

To faithful teftimony-tearing, the following things
are neceflary: 1ft. A jutt, fummary, and clzar ftatement,
of the truths contained in the facred oracles. 2d. A cl“ar
refutation of the oppefite errors, and efpecially thofe that
unhinge the prefent truthy or word of Chiift’s patience,
3d. A life and converfation becoming the gofpel ; with-
out which, the other two arc only 2 burlefque upon the
religion of J-A{us. -

r difcipline thould be impartial. 1t Tim. v.
20. f,’,em that fin rebuke before all, that others alfe
may fear.””  This is to be done with ﬁn rlenefs of heart,
and a dc ep fenfe of our refp(mﬁb:htv m the church’s
fead, Hence, verfe 21, % [ charge ther hefore (GoD and
the Lord ‘fofivs Chrijl, and the ele a/zere/s, that thoe
obferve thefe things, .uztn out preferring one io ansther,
deing nothing by partiality.””  The rich fhould have na
pr ference abave the poor. 1t Tim. vi. 17. ¢ Charge
them that are rich in this werldy that they be not high
rnindedy nor truft in wncertain riches, but in the living
Gob, who giveth us all things vichly io enjoy.”

5. Her worfhip fhould be pure, and free from all hu-
man iaventions.,  1ft T'im. iv. 16, € Tale heed to thy=
Jelf and to thy docdrine.”’ 1t is a matter of vaft impor-.
tance 3 not only from the confideration, that it incurs the
vengeance of Almighty Gop upon theinnovators, but

aifo, becaufe it poifons the {ouls of men. It thould be,
m::rcfu.re, fuch, and fuch oniy, as (00 has commanded.
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¢« I wair (fays Chrit) da they werfhip me, icaching
or dollrines the commandments of men.”’ Mat. xv. q.
Thof= who add to, or diminifh from the volume of Gon’s
book, may abide the awful confequences. Rev. xxii
18, 19,

Query: Is it not a matter of importance to know,
whether the finging an « Imitation of Davic’s Pfalms,”
in any fenfe incurs the above penalty ?

6. Her miniftry thould be learned and pious.  With-
out the former, they will only betray, through ignorance,
their caufe into the hands of the enemy; without the lat-
ter, they will pollute the facred (anétuary.

Confider, for a mornent, what a ridiculous figure the
ambaffador fent to negociate with a foreign nation would
make, who could not read his mafter’s commiffion.
Would {uch an one be qualified to be an ambafiador to
an carthly potentate ¢ 1s not the negociation of the King
of kings much more important, than the adjuftment of
the differences between ftates and empires ?

When Chirift called his minifters in an extraordinary
manner, he gave them extraordinary qualifications:
and among thefe we find the gift of tongues. In 1it
Tim. i. 7. thofe are feverely reprehended, who preflume
to enter on office, without due qualifications, “ dofiring
to be teachers of the law, yet underflanding neither whaz
they fay, nor wheresf they affirm  Such are the clouds
of illiterate, methodiftic locufts, which darken the
horizon of thefe ftates. Without abilities, natural or
acquired, they pour forth like torrents, over the face of
the earth, and lead afide the fimple and unwary. The
infuriated zeal with which they propagate their poiforous
doftrines, refembles much the charadler of the Scribes
and Pharifees, mentioned Mat. xxin. 15, « o com-
pafs fea and land to make one profelyte, and when ke is
madey beis rexdered two-fold more the child of hell than
themfelves.””

Without a due miealure of learninz, how can they
meet iz cavillings of deifts, and crafty impoRors, and
fo &t the purtof an Evangehft, requudd Tt 1 q.
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namely, to be able to convince the gainfayers, and put
adverfaries to filence ?

They fhould be exemplary in life and conve:fa-
tion, Evcn before they are clothed with official churac-
ter, it is required thut they © bave a good report of them
that are without.” 1ft I'im. i, 7. And to this pur-
pofe s the bened:élion of Mofes, to the facerdotal tribe,
Deut. xxxii. 8. ¢ And of Levi, be faid, let thy Urim
and thy Lhummim be with thy Holy One.”  Let illu-
mipation of mind, and reétitude and mteqntv of charac-
ter, be the portionof him who is devoted to facred func-
tions. The influence which their example will have on
the generation, is of great moment.

The proverb, < Like priefl, like people,” generally
holds good. Hence it is faid of this {ame Levi; when
“the law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was
natfozmdzn his lzps, he turned many from imiquity.”’
Mal. ii. 6. But when, as in the cighth verfe, « bs
priefls departed out of the way,”” what is the confe-
quence ! * They caufed many to fluinble at the law.”
Thus we are commanded, Mat. v. 16, “ to /et our
light fo fhine before meny that they feeing onr good works,
may glorify our Father which is in Heavern”>  This is
eminently oblzgator) on the mimflers of the altar, who
cught to be exemplary to fociety, in every partof their
condut. DBut, as we have now endeavoured 1o charac-
terize both the civil and ecclefiaftical branche s, we fhall
endeavour, in the

VII. place, to thew what is cur duty towards the ci-
vi} brancH when thus legally conftituted.  And,

1. We ought to yield fubjection with reverence and
fear, Rom. xiit I 4. Let cvery foul be fubjeit ta
the higher powers.””  Yor this, we have the command of
Gob, in the paflage now quotcd; and that too, under
the fevereft penalties.  Inlike manner, ‘it iii. 1. the
apoftle commarnds, *“ to put them in mind, tobe fuijef?
ro pnmzpalztzes and powersy 1o obey ma, rﬂmtﬂ 7 &ec.
To the fame purpm" 1t Pet. v 1 3 17 “ Subin
yourfelves tacvery evdizance of iy, furovle Lord's

Jakey? &,
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2. Weought to rav tribute con’ nentionlivy r ety

thi I\gh .n..t:: “Jlml.; ftroers ol the (;:‘J;q:, e o ey
Rom. xi. 6, 7 ¢ Jo 20 :‘.1;:,*}" Py Vo o o
fory 7. o0 becarfoythey are Gaon™s iyl 57 o Fle
tne cgttm.ncv avu rig } woadme '.f";x.‘ onof e ‘fn‘.,":‘:\
15 the tormal reafen u{”mz*cu w-'ry :rﬁ?_:u:e hmaid b
derad ; con fqu'*ntlv, where the caulz exifls noty the oh-
Y p

gation etherwife eftablithed, ceails.

. Wecught to pray tor their wellare, and give thanks
um:o (::OD fox them. 1ft Thim. ii. 1, 2. The enoflle
exhorts us to make fupplicaticns, praycrs, and thank (-
givings, for kings, anl fuch as arc in authority,  Hore,
certaialy, he means fuch as make the law of Gobp their
rule, and bend their aimum‘hvt.ons to the honour of
fmmanuel.  If this 15 not the cafe, the end propofz ]
cannct be attained, L.amely « Lhat <t mis 7y liw quret and
peaccablz lives, in all godlinefs and iHonesly.”

4. Lt 15 our duty to henour and eltecm them, and not
revile or curfe them. 1l Pet. ii. 17. < Mooy the
fing””  Tothe fame purpofe, Rom. xiii. 7. « /\zm“
Lonour unteo whem honour 15 due.””  All 1nfults ¢fFered
to magtiftrates, in the due exercife of their ollice, Gon
”.’T:” confider as offered to hunfelf, in the perfons of his

cf*:zt" tives, T his he forbids, under pain of his hea-
vw nleafure.  Kxod. xxii. 28, « T/}auﬁz:ﬂ 71%‘ rc’v;}'e
ihe G sdsy, nor fpeak evil of the ruler of thy per,

<. Too'”’y Cnotern /y/or wrall, bt a//yfor con (cxf'z':e

fake? Rom. xun. 5. Here are two reafons or motives
afliziody te enforce obedience. 1. For wrath’s fu'e,
Theo xpreflien, that itis not only for wrathy nti-:,
that wrath is one reafon, thauwlz it is not a// o
ence fur corath’s lakey 15 a yickdiag fubjedtion, o Coou
of tne ponalty, that will be nfli&ted mcafz of ¢ by
cnce, Phis ougnt to thimulate to the ;,:r.u:‘ma:;a wli
farovior’s commaucs, andis the thing intended by cvory
drveand s othe great reafon vy l ’

g e ey .
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well under J/ﬂgf,m(,w, as undcr leritivials goverie
ments. The 2d reajon is, for cuzjm;w’ffzh. T'his im-
plies t.vo thmgq.—-Fuﬁ, that the thing cmm‘zan&lcd
thould be dane, Lecaufe it is right. So..t?ill, beaugy it
18 cummamlc.l by legitimate .iuthunty As to the ﬁrjt’
thing, viz. thai we ’hould do what is commanded, be-
caufe it is right i itfelf, the obligation arifs from the
moral law requiring it, and may bc. done, Le the power
commanding it never fo illegitimate.  It, of \.(}J”fﬁ',
implies no hﬁmmogatmn of the exifting authority.  “The
J/emm/ thing, viz. the doing 1ty lcca,z/} it is corninanded,
is competent exclufively to le«*ttimate governments, and
1s the only teffira of loyaity.

6. We aught to live quict and peaceable lives, bear
true and faithful allegiance, and oppofe all riotous and
feditious praétices. 'T'o the oppofite of this conduét,
Gep has annexed the fevereft penalties.  Rom. xiii. 2.
¢« He that rff/?pt/’a the power, refiffeth the arflma ice of
Gop, and fhall receive ic himfelf damnatisa.”

Such perfons Gon will confider rcbels againft his
o'wa royal authority, difplayed in the righteous adininif-
tration of his lawful rcpre(»nt atives.  He ftamps fuch
with more than ordinary marks of dlfapprobatum. In
Jude 8, he calls than ¢ filthy dreamers, ac'ﬁ;zu*“ the
_ﬂ(//’,, (’é’ﬂ)’f;ﬂﬁ dumzhzons, cnd fpeaking evil of dignities.”’
The hcn.mnnefs of their ﬁn, and the vcnfreancc of Gop
upon ity is awfully marked in the deftrution of Koah
and his company, Numb. xvi. te which the apofiic Jude
here allrdes.

. We ought to {fupport their jult adminiftrations
v“th our blood and treafure, If a magiftrate may law-
fully 0o to war, in defence of thcluﬁ rights and pri-
vﬂcoca of the cnmmonv.nalth whatever vuﬂxﬁes me fo
to do, lays his {ubjells under an ob}matmn to 1up} ort
hio, In t.verVJuﬁ and neceflary mcafu'e with thetr ef-
tates and lives.  To repel force by force, 15 un carly
dictate of the low of {cli-prefervation, To tiis we are
alfo bound by th~ {uzial compil, inwhich mutvul pro-
teStion is folemnly flipulatcd.  The danger of Inhing

e invaluable privileges of relizion and liberty, moy
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Jawfully fimmon us to arms. In thot: ¢ '.?, the Gl
magiftrate is the public organ of v nation’s woill, oo
is entitled to obedience.  Thus our renowied anceftors,
by a filemn covenant, bound them! :l .:e, to UCFC:L,, with
their eflates and hives, the kino’ s maajidt ), 1 pi Ou.u.-x 1o

5
thoir T‘Jll ron and hhﬁ‘”)’ : Dee h(h’ mn [ CIgAT Qi OG-

\ - ]
venznt,  Such are the duties we hold curfeives couind
to render (o the civil branch, when leoally contticid,

Huve we anv righn, thany to befligmainad as aoten .
virnnont mon

i auts ,‘LU vl ar el be ol Tofhould e Aty
precede the word zmoraly and then it s complatedy Lo
plicabie.  We Ah"ays’nmc been, and intend uniforly
to coniinue, anti-rapmorel-governneat me.

Having thus {h“W'l (onie of the duties wildh we owe
to a government, vion morany confatatad, o moy be
proper, in the

VIIILL place, to fate the reafons by wecaving vield
oou(,uence,far cw,u’»me/lalz. to the pootzotan ..‘ SUbieaty

N or th=/ e "‘a. And,
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« [y (:.z ivy vy eckictlod e ooy an s "_/3:.‘.':' liedd
dle ot st 'i"ix;.a A natio.al aecd, emol o hout the
fuv domental ’Lx i zaczns ¢i maniihiac RIS '.-fa‘.::*.ancc

f Gop, and the inveitituic ot nn.‘u.‘.,.:::, 2s 1S mi-
miters, thould no w?zcru pocoonize the exttt oot o the

(.

Governer of the uuiverley 15, to fay ot worle of
ity trely lamentabdes DMay 1t nor oo Dol o Cds nation
as of Iracly, Hul viide a, ¢ They Dbae jet wp hivrey Dt
25t /)} P i'}(’y pave nnade privecs, axd | kneio it 2t P
D 10t the framers of this Luitrumiiet wliy not only as

[

it there had beon no divine v ...ztuz‘ for the fupren ¢
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fardard of their conduc’h out alfo, as if there had teen
no (Gop ! Did they not, in this, ref emble the fool, men-
tioned Pf. xiv. 1. who ¢ fuid in bis Leart there is no
Gop " Lvery official alt of the governor of a province,
muft have fome fpecific ftamp of his dependence upon
the authority whxm 2py pointed him : and fhall a nation
adl, zs if mdepenumt ¢f the Gop of the univerfs, and
expect to be guiltlefs ?

2. Another r objelion we have, is, that molt, if not
ally of the flate conftitutions, contain pofitive tmmerality.
\"'um {s their recognition of fuch r:ghts of confeience,
us {andlion every blafphemy, which a depraved héart
may believe to be true.  Moreover, the flate conflitu-
tiors neceflarily Lind to the {fupport of the federaly as the
bond of national exiftence; and hence, the immorz ]uy
contained in that inftrument, becomes common o them
all.

The recognition of fuch rights of confeience, is inful-
ting io the Majcﬂ; of Heaven, and repugnant to the
e:\pxe(a letter of Gon’s word, Deut. xvii, 18, Gob
preferibes to the magiftrate, the divine law, as the fu-
preme ftandard of all his zdminiftrations ; and which o-
bliges men, in every ftation, to conduét themfelves ac-
cordingly. Deut. xii. 32. « What thing foever I com-
mand you, obferve to do 1t . thou jlhalt not add to ity nor
dininifh from it””  But, in the framing of thefe confti-
vations, the rew ucdlx.f of Gon is net attended tog
thouch evein the law of nature requires tue adoption of
every new Uainim .c.atxon which Gen, in mercy, may
be ple d tareves!, ,

The rejeétion of the civine low, as re suled in the
Scriptures of truth, we cor: {ider as a con.empt of the
benificence of Heaven, and an obftinate drawing back
to heatheniim,

The povernment gives u legal ﬁ:f'unty and cﬂai'-
hﬂumnttc«gmi herefy, “blal (shemy, and idolatiy, under
the notion of liberty of confcience,

It would be too tecious, to examine each of the flalc
conftitutions on this head,  One may fuffice.

We fhall iedt that of the ftate of Pennfyivania;
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See the preamble, together with the 1h:rd and tiwenty-
fixth (eions of the minth article.  Here, the conflitu-
tion recognizes, and unalterably eftablithes, the indefea-
fible right of worihipping Almighty Gop, whatever
way a man's confcience may diftate ; and declares, that
this fhall, for ever, remaininviolate.  We believe, that
no man has a right to worthip Gop any other way,
than he himfelf hath prefcribed in his law.  We aifo
think it critminal, for a man’s confcience to approve any
way repugnant to this facred rule : and that this crime
cannot legitimate asiotber, or make an action right,
which Gop exprefsly condemns, uader pain of eternal
wrath.

If confcience can lezitimate what Gon’s law con-
demns, it muft be paramount to the divine law, and, con-
{cquently, to the Legiflator aifo, in having a negative o-
ver the requifitions of both the one and the cther.

Were this the cafe, it would not only free from cri-
minality, but wouid render virtuous, laudable, and
praife-worthy, the moft damnable errors—the molt hor-
rid blafphemies—and deteltable abominations ; if but
diltated by the confcicnces of Pagans, Maihometans,
&c. Then, the Egyptians worfhipping Gob uader the .
form of a fnake or crocodile, would bz as lawtul, yea,
as commendable, as doing 1t precifely according to the
manner which he has preferibed in his word, providad,
that, in both cafis, confcience fiid Amen!

Bur, {uppofiag for amoment, that men had fuch arighe,
let us enquire how they came by it ? Lither they muit
kave it vy derivation from Gon, or hald it independent-
iy of him,

It coanot b by denvation from Gon. It woull ba

Sutd, i e netare of 1 and incaimpatible widh the
il otial oapeds o his charadier,

Fotappcie Cobd giving o his moral tubiyects w fae
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votated, ‘both from pulpit and prefs. Scarcely any
where, however, is it more barefacedly maintained,
than in the follewing declaration :—¢ T'o worfhip Gop
after that way and manner, they judge moft agreeable
to his will, is a right common to all men. They may,
and often do, err, and offend the Moft High, by f{ubfti-
tuting a falie religion in place of that which he requires :
but no power on earth can take their right from them,””*

Here, there is a certain right eftablifhed. To do
what ! To worthip Gop whatever way a man may
think moft proper. But he may, and often does, think
a falfz way moft proper.  Well ; he bzs a right to wor-
thip the falfe way ! But, worfhipping the falfe way of-
fends Gop. No matter, he has a right ¢ é@énd Gop; ¢
for, if worfhipping falfcly, and offending Gop, are e-
quivalent ; feeing he has a right to do the one, he has a
right to do the other ! ! « Toll it not in Gath, publi/h
it not in the fireets of Afkelon : lef? the daughters of the
Philifiines rejoice, left the daughters of the uncircumci~
Jed triumph.’’ 2d Sam. i. 20,

T'o maintain, that men have a right to break the di-
vine law, is too glaring. Does it not look very like
blafphemy, to allow, that Geop has given them fuch a
right ? If they have it, therefore, it muft be indepen-
dently of him. It would be pretty nice, to draw the
difcriminating line between this and atheyfm.

This pretended right, however, is guaranteed to all,
by the conflitution of this ftate.

Every thing, fuggefted by confcicnce, which may not
interfere with temporal fafety, is unalterably eftablifhed
by the permanent law of the land. Should it diltate,
obftinately to profefs the moft damnable herefy, and zea-
loufly pradtife, and propagate, every abfurd and abomi-
nable form of idolatry, which a heart given up to ftrong
delufions, vile affeftions, and a reprobate fenfe, could
make one think innocent, the good people of this flate
have recognized his right to do fo: and folemnly pled-

% Seethe Declaration and Testimony of the Associate Prze
bytery of Pennsylvanicy Part I Secty 17,
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ged themfelves, in their conflitutional inftrument, to give
him fecurity and proteétion ; the fulemp prohibition of
Almighty Gop notwith@tanding !

Does not this amount to an cftablifhmeat of religion ?

That civil rulers thould exercife their power, in pro-
te&ting and defending the religion of Jefus, we do, and
always did, maintain.

Th: difpute, then, will not turn upon the point, whe-
ther religion fhould be civilly eftablifhed 7 (we take it
for granted that Americans think io, feeing they have
done it) butitis, concerning what religion ought to be
civilly eftablifhed and proteéted. WWhether the religion
of Fefus alone, thouid be countenanced by civil autho-
rity I or every blafphemouns, heretical, and tdolatrous a-
bomination, which the fubtile malignity of the old fer-
pent, and a heart deceitful above all things and defpe-
perately wicked, can frame and devife, fhould be put
on an equal footing therewitn ! T'he former we contend
for, the latter we rejet.  'The lateer, however, is the
plain do&rine of the conftitution.

T'hat it may appcar, that this is no invidious comment
oa the articles of that inftrument, let us, for a2 moment,
attend to its application to practice, by the legiflature.
Their views of it, will be cenfidered as impartial,  In
the difcharge of their legiflative duty, did they not incor-
porate 2 Ruman Catholic fociety in the city of Philadel-
phia, and grant them fpecial privileges, {uch as raifing
money by lottery, &c. for ereting a chapel ? Who cver
heard any of the approvers of the coultitution complain,
that faid law of incorporation was unconftitution:l?
Indeed, no man of common fenfe could adow that it
was.

If this be an evil, the conftitution fhauld be purged
from fuch priaciples as fanction it ; unl:fs it be contended,
that the people of thefe ftates have, amony them, rights,
ONE of which authorifes them to give their gower to the
beafl, and prop up the tottering fabric of that man f
/iny whom Gon has threarened to “ deftroy with the
sreath of bis mouth, and the brizhinefs of his comin:.”’

We carnot, in coulvience, however 1!l othurs tiay



(44 )

look upon it, fwear allegiance to a conflitution, io triendiy
to the cnemies of Jefus, We are bound to him, and
cannot ferve two mafters. Is this putting of all reli-
gious feéts upon an equal footing, cenfiftent with the
deciaratica concerning New Teftament times, Ifui,
xlix. 23, « Kings fhall be thy nurfing fathers 222 Would
he not be a hard-hearted father, who would put his child
upon the fame footing with the wolves, tygers, and -
ther voracious beafts of prey ¢ The political father, who
leaves the child Truth in the jaws of encmies, flill
more deadly, cannot be allowed to pofle(s much more
tender feelings. Will the church of Chrift enjoy no
other privilege than tuis, by ¢ fucking the breafls of
kings? 1fais 1x. 16, JWhen her officers fhall be peace,
and ber exaélors rightecufnefs.”” verfe 17.

4. We farther obje& to the civil government of this
country, becaufe its officers are fworn, by neceflary im..
plication, to fupport what Gop Almighty forbids, as
appears from the cath of office. ¢ Members of the ge-
neral affembly, and all cificers executive and judicial,
jhail be bound by oath or affirmation, to fupport the
conflicution of this commonwealth.,””#

Ify therefore, the conftitution of Pennfylvania, as bas
been already demonitrated, fupports, and legally eftab-
lifhies, grofs herefy, blafphemy, and idolatry; it necef-
farily follows, that thofe who fwear to {upport 72, are
bound, by folemn oath, to fupport the above principles
and prallices ; which is nothing more, than a practical
application of faid inltrument, in their sefpective admi-
atftrations,

Is not this a glaring contradiction to the moral law,
nat only in its general precepts, fuch as fr/l, fecond,
and third commandments, &c. but alfo to the particua
lar illuftration of thefe precepts # Sce Deut. vii, s,
when ‘peaking of idolators, ¢ Dhus fhall ve deal with
themy ye jhall deflroy their altars, and break doivn their
imagesy and cut dzwn their groves, and burn their gri-
ver images with fire.”’

* See the oath of officey Constitution of the state of Penn.
sy'vaniay drte 8.
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But this obligation, 1z fupport grefs hercfy, feol s
nat confined to officers under the contlitution. It ex.
tends to sl} who fwear allegrance to ¢, and thus cor-
porate, with the national ioc:i:.t_;-, upsa the footing of
this band of union. |

To what purpofcis a m'*'mvt?cm, i 1t Jdoes not con-
tain 2 z./lcmn ftiprlation, between cach and every indis
vidual, and all the reft of the fociety, for the mutual
vuarantes of the privileges therein Hecified f We can-
not, therefore, fwear all‘g;uncg, becaufe we dare not b
imm dy upon pa of perjury, if need bey to fpend ou:
blood and treafure in {upporting tiie man of fin, or any
of hisalis. And I have never been able to fatzsfy m} -
{o1f, bow it was confiftent, o thofe who profefs Prelly-
tu:a.)-ﬁ o fwear an cath, which mvulves the fup;wr-
ting of m\,l.m), &, vth, at the fame tuime, in their
creeds, and church conflitutions, they folemnly recog-
Hze th'x-‘ cbligation, in thar refpettive flations, to re-
move every monument and vcfmr» of 1t from the land.*

They make no provifion for the intereft of tree re-
Iighm. See Federal Contlitutiony Art.e 3. Amendment,
And, though there is fome appearance to the chriflian re-
ligicn, in fomcof the ftate conftitus ions, fuch as Mafla-
chaferes, Part 10 Art. 30 yet that wticley r(tp"&mfr the
riches of confeience, Wi aLH fays the foundution, and
jeinates 5'1 tihe citabliliomenty of every thino eatled st
giony which may not mt(’rfcrc with tempural 1.
15 ¢ a Coand 7977 tothis precnoac cintment.

s u"'ere..cc‘, abuut mp rebigicn of I.‘fw s cor
trary to the law of nature ; whichreouires rulersy ¢ chi i
ly to care for the honour of (,c, n, the (mumor of 1a
tif:nc and ta adﬂpf and cnforce his tawe, as the bedt mean
sromoting the {upreme crd-—which rcqmrm that mern
momd be governsd, as having immortal fouls, 2nd not
as mere brute animals, about whofe bodies any we are
concerned 3’ contrary to the word of (30D, which teach-
ethy “ that rivhieoufncfs exalicth a nition, whervas fin

l»t\)

N

-——

* See Larger Catechisiny Duestion 108, as ratified i
ineir church censtiiutions.
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(cven blafpremy and idolatry as weil as other fins) 7
the reproact; of any pesple”” Prove xiv. 34.

This indifference about the ze!xglm of Jefus, is in
oppofition to the promifed bleflings in the word of Gon.
The exerciie of the magittrate’s power, infavour of the
‘rue religion, is promifed as a blefling, in New Tleftu-
ment times.  Ifa, xlix, 23, ¢ ]U"”o*rJ, i be fb‘y IR
Jing fathers,” &,

et the lnwof Govo beeftablifizd as a rule, and that
villy of couifey =abhh trudh,

The al }c'ramn ufualiy broueht forward againlt Us
pofition, viz. ¢ that the law of Gop is i) £qu :vw;ﬂ,
that it caniot be xmderﬂnoJ, and {o ought not o be made
the bafis of "'Ii{hﬁon,” is invalid.

if it be admitted, the d?:in" law is nolonger 2 rule
of faith and mannors ¢ and Gob o ﬂv my :zﬂd urcn his

rationa I‘uH} &5y in El\/ xg them a 14w, tz at was unin-

tellinibley and at the faine time annexing the ol tre-
mcrud(‘u, penaities o tnz viclation of

e L.y
it Weare ufu-
ally taugte to have other views of the Gobd of morcy
~and truth

' meiey Lt ',
, ,,,th( theie be anv thing plainer, or clear er, than
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atfe he ;maa s, *the lew, with nf‘c L to the breach
of which I am mmrperi was unn nlhcr:«‘!r, tor] 1 had
as go\.d a rigpttoexplain it o3 another,  I're true means
ing of ity | think 1 have wlfi l de I domand my liber-
ty  Muft this law, cver aftery ceafe tu be a rule? if
his isadmitted, there is an end to sl governm ent s and
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But, in oppofition to this, fee the conduct of the pious
kings of Judah, 24 Chron, wxxi. and xxxiv. chapters.

6. Anather reafon, why we cannot fully mcorpomtn
Whh the n.m.mn] fociety, 1s, becaufe we confider them
in a frate of national ebeili on againlt Gob,  Jer. x.
7. Gop anncunces himfclf I\m'r of nations, unto
whom fear .«md bomage appertain his will, of cour(c,
fhould be thcﬁz‘,.wme Taw.

This will of h)ﬂ as revea'ed in che boolk of n'xture,
and imprinted upon the heart of man, in his firlt craation,
was, 10 a great mmﬂ.rc, obliterated vy the fall.  Gop,
in mercy, has been pieafed to {ond us a written traaicript
of his wil, with valuable enlargements, fuperior to any
thing, which could have ever beea difcovered, by the
mere light of nature,

If we refuf: to receive i, and obftinately preﬁ the ob-
feure fhattered ragments, revealed by nature’s lizht, to
the rejedtion of divine revelation, do we not pour cona
tempt upon the Legiflator, and hoift the fignal of re-
bellion ? Has this natio ny tnits national capzdity, ade;-
ted this law, or has it not !

This point will be afcertained, by an examination
of their national deeds. 1€ they have not, what is their

charadter ? Pow does the government of any country
Vicw a province or c« nmfy, which refufis to reccive the
Lw '3 wh.ch they have conttitutionally =nadked !

T"hey confider them i a ftate of reveliion; and fond
their armiies to {upprofs themas rebels. Shdi provinces
be acconnited reéw’-, for refufing to receive the laws of
carthly rulers ; and fhall ndtxrms refufc to recognize the
laws of the Adoral Governar of tie univ.ije, 4 i b a. -
counted 1nnocent €

but this is not il The netion has notonly reb e d
afmm uﬂn, i rcfu inT Lo ﬂ.:‘)wnz,' the divine law
bat has alfo been asing cnd & (n.un;; his cnesies, by )
porting thofe who are at wir wich the Adad-hey, WWat-
nefs the proteStion of dodatrey and ol ane s o s
r?:riff%;m d.n 1‘7'> oo For s, Gon s ey Joeliee—
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Would to Gop, that, while ¢ t2. 'Mf 0/ {0 carih
are combisiedy to plot aganfl the Lordy ani zs anairtedy’
thefe lands, highly fa.vour\,«,. by benevolent . rovndence,
wou}d-nel:h,r touch, tuftes nor hmrﬂe, the uncican thing,
O that they could fay, like i"c uvo trives and an half,
on the eaftern fide of Jordan, Jof. xxui. 29. « Ged
Jforbid that we fhould v:bel azainfl the LorD, and turn
this day frem fullzwing the I. ORD,y to butld ax altar for
burit ofazzf,gs, Jfor aacat afjeringsy or for facr: f“c:, be=
fdcf the aliar of the Lorp cur Gob, that is tefore
the iabernacle.”’

7. Deifts, and even atheifts, may be chief magifs
trazes—-Oee the Federal Confiitution.

In this inftrument, a belief 1 the exiftence of GOD,
15 not mafi“ a neceeftary cualification for holding effice !
Neither is it effentialiy involved, in the obligation, ta-
keo praamuﬂy to entering upon office.—See the iaft P
ragraph, of the firft fe&tion, of the fecond articie, of the
Federal Conftitution: here a fimple affirmation, without
even naming the name of Gep, 15 confiderea fufficient !

The alicgaiion, ¢ that zn outh invelves an appeal to
(JOD,” i5 no real ob“ a::w to what is here aflerted, We
admit it does. Do, will it therefore fuﬂow, that 2 {1in-
pie afirmation is an apgeal to Gor ? The Scripture
knows no fuch do@rine.  If it did, the inflitution of an
cath would have been ultlefs, as containing ncthi.g
{pecifically different from L;J.p ¢ aflertion,

Then we would be confrantly {wearing, or doing what
would be cauivalent, in cur comigi ‘converfatior.

But, in a word : the people, in ¢ favour itis gene-
rally fuppofed the !mew of affirmation 18 ora'md de-
iy the propricty of all fuch i qeals to Gob.  If it be
objelled, ¢ that qliakf:r. ¢nly are intended, and ot all

iuch acknowiedzoe the Beine of Gon:” it m ke ans
fwered, that they nre not ‘*uﬁ\dmm‘u.- L Ll X
cludec——athiifts miche ;.:h";.-:} the e fiviles i they
were fpecils fiod c‘.;f.'.uﬁv\l}', (il there bs o '*z;-';r in the

13/ iment i .‘/, th.tmakes a prefoSion of the boinef of
a Supreme }; e ciientiade A fonple :zﬂx;'m;;-.[.m, docs
, b

v 41 } T s Y T O N M .
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premie Being, as an oath docs,  Nor is it inconfiffent
with the principles of an atheift, to affirns or aflcrt,

A belief, therefore, in the ex&encc of a Duitysisns &P
by the I deral Conftitution, cither direétly or by impii-
cation, made aneceflary quaiification of the furft i ngzL
trate.

Where 1s the homage, which, it might be expeélcd,
a people profefling Chriftianity would pav to the NMefli-
ah ! Where is the refpect, that even a daiitical focicty
might be fuppceied to render to the King of aations !

Nay, at not a very diffant period, cven o late as the
y::ar 1797, the good people of the Urired States of A-
merica, concentered by reprefentation in the {enatorial
counul and chief magiftrate, difclaim: d the relivion u:
Jefus, and caft away ‘the cords of the Lerd’s ancin:
yn the ratification of the treaty of peace and amn.n‘;‘.)

with the BEY of Tripuli.

'1 fie Amierican plempotcntv‘ v avated himlelf of it

< ail x.npartdn.. ci:cumitance in the article of s f,:,a_
uon, that the American government was noat pr. dicated
upsn ine Chriftianreligion 5 and, confequently, 2 povera-
ment that the Be) mwh" fafly treat with, T ake it n
the werds of the treaty itfell, ¢ T'he government of
tte tImred States of America, 1s nut, i any el foun-
ded on the Chrittian religion. It hasy i itfeld) no ¢ ,.,u.yc-
ter of cmn.ty againtt the Jaws or religionof Muflelingn.”” #
And, what is further worthy of notice, by the {'xth zr-
ticle of the Federal Conftitution, this treaty 15 made the
fupreme law of the land !

Mttt not be dithonouring te Chiift, and caleulateld
to pracure the tafliction of his xmn rod, Lhuc\ Natonaliv,
in {onunv words, tddclann bis ho]y ch;,{mn, thcount
Findod, orat leatt deny ennmty again® Mahowe t, the
Vl: ’ ;.:!4_..' b ’

a. i ke major pare of the ftares) recoraize the prin-

—— - —— et
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.ciple of flavery. Some, partially, and others, without
taking any fteps, as yet, towards its abolition.

Strange it is, indced, that in a land of fuch boafted
liberty, fuck horrid inhumanity fhould be tolerated ! It
is contrary to the Declaration of Independence, and moft
of the ftate conftitutions, which juftly declare, ¢ that
all men are created FREE and EQUAL, and that Li-
BERTY is one of the invaluable rigtits, with which their
Creator has endowed them.”” Is it not ftrangely incon-
fifkent, that the conftitution, the paramount law of the
land, fhould declare all men tobe free, and the laws, pre«
tended to be conftitutional, doeni a certain portion of
them to hopelefs bondage, and fubjeCt them to the wan-
ton barbarity of favage and inhuman mafters, who, in
many inftances, treat their brutes with more tendernefs ?
. Time would not allow to enter, at large, into a refu-
tation of it. Indeed, it is too fhacking to find advecates
among any, but thofe whofe corfcience is feared as with
a hot iron, Suffice it to fay, at prefent, that chere is
one precept, given by our Savicur, declared to be a fum-
mary of the law and the prophcts, viz. * Zhatfoever
ye wouldy that men jhould do unto you, do ye even [ to
them ; for this is the law and the prophets.”’ Mat. vii.
12. To which the practice of flave-holding, is flatly
repugnaat.

But, fuppofing the Scripture filent on the fubje&, it is
even impolitical and dangerous. 'What intereft has the

man, whom I unjuftly detain, to work for me, feeing he
~ receives fearcely any other compenfation for his labour,
than a hungry belly, and hard blows ¢ By what tie is
he bound (v (pare my life, feeing I rob Asm of that which
is dearer than life it{elf, and without which life is mife-
rable ? Muft not the philofopher execrate this nefarious
traffic! Muft not the philanthropift fhed a tear, on the
bleeding wounds of outraged humanity !

Of this barbarous traffic, the judicatories of our church
have given their pointed difapprebation, and ali approving
of, or engaging init, are excluded her communion.

¢, A laft reafon why we reject thefe conflitutions, is,
that we are bound by the moral law, as fubjects of the
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Gop of Heaven, tc obey his will: and whatever is con-
trary thereunto, we are obliged toreject.  And to aii
who cenfure our condu& in fo doing, we reply, * #he-
theyr we fhould obey GOD or many judye ye.”’

"This obligation neceffarily flows ‘rom our relation to
(Gop, as the Moral Governor. See Exod. xx. 1, 17,
where we have an epitome of his laws, aud by this we
Lold ourfelves indifpenfably bound.

And, moreover,.in the exercife of that delepgated pow-
er, which we hold from Gon, we have folemnly recog-
nized this moral obligaiion, by our own at and deed.
In the preface to the ten commandments, as delivered
on Sinai, Gob binds himfelf to be our Gop: ¢« [ ara
the Lord your Gop.”” We are called upon, by the lau-
dable example of the faints—by our perfonal relation to
(Gop—and by his own exprefs command—to lay hold
upon his eovenari, and avouch him as our own GoD in
Chrift Jesus. We have endeavoured to do fo. We
have covenanted in our anceftors-——in our baptifmal en-
gagements—and by our own perfonai aét—n folemnly
recogmizing  all thefe obligations, in commemorating
the death of our crucified Redeemer. We have thus-
fworn allegiance o the King of Heaven, and muft re-
je&t every thing inconiiftent therewith. Dare we pre-
tend to be bound by thofe covenants; which oblige us to
ufe every law{ul endeavour to extirpare herely, idola:ry,
and cvery thing contrary tofound do&rine, a::d the pow-
er of godiinels ; and, at the fame time, {wear another
oath, which neceflarily involves in it their fupport and
protetion ! O this, let us refolve with the good old
Jothua, « Let others do what they wwilly as for us and
our heufes. we will ferve the Lord.”’ ]

But, as we have ftated our objeions to the civil con-
ftitutions of thefe itates, candour requires us to declare,
at the fame time, that we confider the American govern-
ment, with all its evils, the beft now ex:fiing in the
Chriftian world, and, if we know the {fentiments of our
own feuls upon this {ubje&t, defirs nothing more than
its reformation, happinefc, and profperity 5 though we
cei bound by our duty to Gopb, to tefify #gainft all
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its immoralities. It will be proper, however, feeing
we confider it as 1mmoral, and,“in thz Providence ot
Gow, are living under it, toenquire,in the

IX. place, what “wu]u be cur condult towards
it? And,

1. [uis our duty to mourn befcre Gop, over all the
prevailing abominztions.  This is one of the charalters
of thofe, who sre marked with the broad feal of the Ho-
]) Ghe f% Fzex. ix. 4. And the Lerd faid, « Go
torough the midj? of the city, through the midft af Fe-
;'zzfa/mz, and fet a mark wpin the fa:,uma’s of the men
that figh and cry for all the abominatiens that are done
inthe mzr//? t/)ef mf”

Wecught, al{, toconfefs and mourn over our own fins,
which, no doubt, contribute their fhare to the procuring
and continuance of thofe evils.,

2. We ougli to pray for their reformation with ear-
neftnefs, at a throne of grace. 1ft Tim. i, 1. we
are cormimanded, to make prayer and fupplications for all
men--and, Jer. xxix. 7. the captives in Babylon are
t‘ommandcd to «“ pray for the peace of the city, and cry
to the Lord for it, that in its peace they might be ve peace.”
"This prayer, however, ought not to recognize them,
in their official cap:zcit)r . for this would be faying Amen,
to the immoraiity of the conflitution on which they
fand. 24 John, 10th & 11th verfes, we are commanded,
gt to receive impoflors inte our houfes, or bzd z‘/)em
Goa’fpem, for be that biddeth them God [pecd, is parta-
ker of their eu/ deeds””  This muft refpeé them as
diceiocrs, and not as meny for we are commanded to
“dray for allinen”” 2d T, i 1.

9. W cught te ufe every lawful endcavour to pro-
mote refurmation, fuch as, rational arguments, and de-
cent remors frances : thus, 3t Kings xii. 3, 4. ¢ Yerse-
boam and all the congregation, came to l’cboboam, Jay-
.,mr, thy father made cir yc/ ¢ grievons, now, thercfore,
mane ths gricvous fervice of t/yffzt/),. ; and tie beavy
yoke swhich he put upen w5y [ shtery and we will ferve
z‘})fe.” ‘Co reafon, remonttrate, and expoftulate with
she oeneration, un this fubjecty as well as on others of
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trath and duty, we are bound, by the love we ought to
exercife towards our fellow brethren of men, in not fuf-
fering fin to lic upon them, without informing them of
it—by the oblization we are under, to promote the in-
terelt of religion, and the advancement of Immanuel’s
kingdom—and by the exprefs command of Gob. Ifai.
Iviite 1. & Cry aloud, [pare not, lift up thy woice like a
-~ trumpety and fhew my people their tranfrreffion, and
the houfe of Ifrael their fins.””  See alfo, Ezel. xxxiii.
I, 9. where we are told, that,if the watchman negleé&t
to warn the people of the enemy’s approach—if they
dic in their fins, their blood fhall be required at 4/s hand
~—but, if he be faithful, and give warning, whether they
hear or forbear, he fhall deliver his own foul.

4. We ought to do no a&t, which may be juftly con-
fidered an homologation of their illegitimate authority.

Thofz, who direétly, or indire&tly, confent to the e-
vil deeds of others, are partakers in their criminality,
Pf. 1. 18. « When thou faweft a thief, then thon con-
[entedft with him > which Gop feverely reprehends.
Ify thercfore, rhe conftitution be eflentially at war with
the religion of Jefus, an homologation of it is ftriking
hands with his encmies.  No oath of allegiance, there-
fore, can 'we {wear; becaufe, we belizve the conftitu-
tion to be contrary to the moral law, and our covenant
engagements, - Farther,

We cannot cle& public fun&ionaries to fill the va-
rious offices in the {taie ; for, between the eled?or and the
clectedy there is a reprefentative onene/s 5 {o that every of.
ficial ad}, done conftitutionally by the Jatter, is virts-
ally done by the former, through his reprefontative or-
gan. Ide muft, alfo, be introduced to ofice by an natiy,
homologating the conftitution. Whatover, thercfors,
we cannot do ourf:lves, on account of its nminorality,
we aupht not {5 empley others to perform,

Neither may we accept of any office th which an oath
is annexed, obiiging either, fird, to{upport an immsr.;
conftitution, or, fecondly, to annlv, or judge, uader the
direction of enmmorad Yaw.  Firfly tofepport an im-
maral Conftitutions ouch are ell ofiizey, connduicd by

L o2
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the conttitution as belonging eithier to the executive or
judicial departments in this ftute.  An oath, to this a-
mount, is exprefsly requirad of all officers, exccutive
and judicial.*  Secondly, te apply, or judge, under the di-
reétion of an immoral liw. OF this fort, we confider
ferving on juries.  The juror muft come under an ob-
ligation, to determine the law and the falis.+

This muft, certainly, be a determining whatis the truc
ipirit and meaning of the law, and its application to the
particular fa& under confideration.  1Did it mean, a de-
termining whether the law be moral or 1mmoral, and fo,
fuch as cught, or ounht not, to be carvied into operation,
juries would poficfs a negative over the legifiature, and
render their decifions unobligatory and ufelefs.  "They
are, therefore, bound to apply the exiiting law, in its
true {pirit and meaning, to the cafe immediately unde
their deliberation.

If the civil code contain faws, in themfelves 7w
raly we ought not to come under any obligation, to de-
termine cafes by them, or judge under their direétion.

Though we believe moft of the laws, in the civil code,
are j&ft and equitable, yet there are fome excepticns,

Such are, all laws agreeable to, and predicated upon,
the smmoral part of the conftitution, e. g. laws incor-
porating Roinan Catholic focicties, &c.  Such, alfu,
zre fome laws, which are unconftitutional, ¢. g, laws
recognizing the right of holding fiaves for life, and in-
demnifying mafters, where Javes are capitally punifhed. |

Suppofing a eafz, in which any of thefe Zmmoral laws
are concerned,. comes before a jury @ for example, a fuit,
in which a mafter pleads his right of holding one of his

* See Constitution of Pennsylvunia, sAri. 8th.

T See Constitution of Pennsylvariay, Arte 9ty Sect. Tih.

4t awidl be no real objection te the alove, that in souic
courts, the oath is administered to the jurors,** lo determinic
according to the cvidence,” aithout mentiomng the law. Tl
law 1s still umplied, ciberaeisey the jury are abvve the lzw,
and there is an end (o ail legislation, It is to be fea-edy ju-
rors often nnposc on themseloes in this particular,

| Sve Kead's Digesty poge 2835
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feilow brethren a dave for life, and is brother pleads
his right of teing free, whatis the juror bound by his,
oath to do, in tnis particular cafe 7 T'he poor man was
unfortunately (but through no fault of his). born before
the firft of March, 1780, and was regiftered, in due
form of law, before tie firft of Movember, fame year,
and is, therzfore, legallyy a flave.  "Ulie moral law fays he
s fiee, A grecably to which of thele laws, thus oppo-
fite to each other, dees the juror’s oati bind him to find
a verdi& ! If agrecably o the zaora. law, the law of
the frate is (ot aiide; and the legiflacure is controuled by
tie jurve®  But, if hie verdict be agreeable to the law
of the itete, 1 hat cale mad: and providedy the /aw of
Gop is 2t alide—~-the Majefty of Feaven is infulted—
znd the rights of humanity outraged and trampled upon,
by th:fc wimo oushs to protect tacm, We cannot, cone
{cientionli v, put ourfelves inro fuch a predicaments 7

Jutfarther, we may notenzage inany fervice, which
is regulated by, or puts us undery the controul of any

annoal law.  Engaginy w tae melitiay when called
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out to affual fervice, may come under this confidera-
tion. We thus pledge ourfelves, by our own a&t and
deed, if need be, to fight in defence of any cne of the
exifting laws, under all exifting penalties, in {uch cafes
made and provided. Who knows but while on duty,
he may be commanded to fpnll his blood in fupport of a
mafs-houfe, or, at the cannon’s mouth, protedt the gra-
ven images of the grofs idolator, which Gop has ex-
prefsly commanded to be deftroyed ! Deut. vii, 5. We
ought not, therefore, to put curfelves intoa fituation, in
which we know, that a thing, in 1tfzlf zmmeral, may be
le¢gally commanded, under fpecific penalties, wh)]e we
ftand pledged, by our own att and deed, to yield obe-
dience.

. We may do cvery thing commanded, wvhich is in
itlzlf right and lawtul ; provided it be not clogged by
fome /mmoral cncumﬂance.

This will account for our refufing to avail curfelves
of the rights, exccute the offices, or engage in the fer-
vices mentioned, in the laft pardicular: though there is
no criminality in the things themfelves, )et they are
connelted with fuch cxrcumﬂances, as we deem mnoral,

Many things, not criminal in themfelves, ought to be
abftained from, on this account.  For example, it would
siot be confidered as unlawﬂﬂ, in itfclfy for a Prefbyte-
rian to go to Rome, fuppole to make fome mercantile ar-
ranuements : b”t, pmvxd ed that allegiance to the holy
fre, and worfbipping 1he hofly were made 2 conditing of
his entering that city, he ought furely not to go thither,
1n like manner, the offices, &c. which we refufe, th eugn
11 Tawful,y confidercd in themfelves ; ; }et, fince they cur-
not be cngaoed in, unconnected with fHme immorality,
cupht not to be accepted at all,  But all other things
commanded by the conftituted authorities, which are
neither 1o th\,"n(' lves unlawful, nor conneéted with un-
Jawiul circumftances, may be done, net becaufe they are
commanded by lcgmmd(e authonty (whichi is the true
t.ficia of joyalty) but, cither becaufe the merzl law re-
quires them, or, becaufe we may be cempelled to do them
by phylical force,  "T'his may happen to be the el in
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thofe things whnich are pnotan xcmf‘uef morally evil
and, when commandad to do fuch tines under heavy
pains, of thzfe two puviica (*v:'sx, we may Ia\"u'3y
choofe the teat.  Thuz, T mav give away paitof my
property, 1o fave the remaindir, though the man who
demands ity has no other xight than phyhcal force, or a
power of compeliinr nbadience
T 0. Weonphlto wait paticatly, under thefe difalvana
tages, tiil the ford he piealsd to rfn'r back anan the
cagnva'v of Zinn. Trus, the worping prophet ohlgrvc:,
Sam. i, 20, ¢ Jr s gond that a 0 /":', 14 both Fore,
‘and ,mm wast for tie julvation of 1 e Lord”? Our
principics may, ixdesd, m'w <t us to much inconvesi-
ence ; but we vuiht, like Mofes, to ptff radiction wit
the people of Cop to the trealires of ¥ cypt, and the
;]eafu“.s of J’m, which are but fur a icaton: k"(’p'ncr
our eye upon the recompence of roward, Huu. xt. 25, 26.
Is it reafonuble to »x,clcf’r, that, whii the Drazon’s
{fuccellors are in powcr, and the rlers of “the earth en-
deavouring to heal the wounds of the ooty the woa-
man and her f-ed will return rom the wiiderne(s ¢ Rev,
Xil. 14, 17. Thetime, times, and Bt a ‘xrm, Gr twel\c
hundred and fixty vears; are not yot clowd,y inze e 74
thither on eagle’s winee, during whah prricd fhe fhoold
ey ner account with embaricdsments ant i ulators,
Nay, there s redfon m"";::éft, vt il onos s tremene
dous feenes of pe i cution and carniie oyor cwait the
church, than anv the his hitherto expanensdd, Tee
Witneffes have not ver Anitned theee 7 omony, Oae
point yei remains to b fecled wilh b vl ol nanes
the Mediztor’s headtivp over to0 ot nee T s 1ot L
likely, that this 1s coe of tie erecls for which ihe
WitnefUs laadl be fliing, wiv oy s we resdy Reve v
8) Q. Cthey //T,(z/} e .",:.c-'l"s 1h: e r‘.}"‘.\‘ avd an /} ”’
which is cqual to three ve rs aod an halfy i proys t!\.
ianwudmz' But they thall have 2 ¢ionious o furpiction,
when thefe three days ard an halt ore expired. And
thouph we fhould pot live to foo thiie happy davs, ot us
rejo;n" in the confideration, that w. have been enidou-
vourirzy noour civil and religious {yltems, to apuicis
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pate the millenial period, when Jefus fhall reign in Je-
rufalem, in Mount Zion, and before his ancients, glo-
rioufly. And, if we are faithful and confcientious in
doing fo, Gop will fay to us, as he did to David, re-
fpeting his intention of building the temple, ¢ Thor
didft well that it was in thine heart,”

7. We ought to live peaccable and reguiar lives,
“ giving no offence to Jew or Gentiley or to the church
of Gopn.” 1ft Cor. x. 32. ¢« 7o adorq/ the doftrine of
Gob our Savieur in all things.”” Tit. ii. 10. Toop-
pofe all riotous and feditious practices, which may arifs
to injure the peace and profperity of the land wherein we
live—T o comply with the common order of focicty, in
all things in themfelves Jawful—Tolive as citizens of
the world, and not incorporate ourlelves wrth the na-
tional fociety, in any of their political movements ; look-
ing up for the day of our redemption, when Gon’s ap-
pointed tume, for favouring Zion, fhall ccme. But, as-
the doftrines advanced in the preccding part of this ¢«
courfe, are unpopular with the prefent gencration, it
may be neceffary, in the

X. place, to obviate fome of the lzading objections
which are ufually made thereto.

Objeédion 1. The apoftle, Rom. xiii. 1. informs
us, that all power is of (Gop—* There is no power
but :f Gop,”’ confequently, we owe confcicntious cbe-
dicnce to every power.  T'o this, it may be anfwered.
There are two kinds of power, viz. phyfical and moral ;
both are of God: for “ in him we live, and move, and
have cur being.”” A&s xvii. 28.

By the excrcife of the firf, all altions, juft and un-
jufty are performed.  In the exercife of this ply/ical pow-
cry, Paul perfecuted the chureh of Jefus: by the fame
power he lzboured, with unwearied induftry, in the prc-
pagation of the doétrines of the crofs. This power,
therefore, is common to all a&lions, whether mora/ or
immoral, that cume to pafs in the providence of (Gop,

The

Second; 1s not only providential, but aliv moral and

)

preseptive, and refpecls thofe things which (GGop, in his
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law, requires, as the dutv of moral fubjets to perform,

Is it the fir/f, or the fecond, of t.ofc, that every foul
is commanded to be {u®jelt unro, under the penalty of
damnation, mentioncd in the p+flage now under confi-
deration ?

if the fir/l, then it1s a damnable fin toreflift the De-
vil! For heis a ¢ power,’” 2ud, in the providence of
Gop, as prince of this world, he rales inthe hearts of
the children of difobedirn~», Fph, i, 2. But this can-
not be the cale, for Gow has itrictly chargec us ¢ £ -
fi? him* Jawes iv. 7. Were this the cafe, then we
would incur Jhavah’s wrath, inrefifting Liovs, tygers,
and other beatls of prey @ for,ia the providence of Gon,
they poffe(s mare phyfical power than we do, and have
alfu derived it from (Gob.

Then, at the riik of damnation, would fyrants and
xfurpers be refifted, and the jultly exploded doctrine of
paflivc obedience and non-refiftance, would be recog-
nizzd under pain of Jchovah’s high difpieafure ! ! And
to crown all, the people of thefe ftates, whs iuftly and
valiantly refyled the wicked domiuation of the Dritith
tyrant, would have thercby rendered themiclves obnox-
ious to damnatien ! ! !

‘This do&rine, however, is teo grofsty ridiculous, to
merit niuch ferious attention. 1 conclude, thercfore,
that the power in queltion, is of the moral and precep-
tive kind : unto which obedienceis enjoined, un-ler {uch
heavy penalties. To this, we bhecartuly fubleribe ; and
believe, that none elfe can bind the confcience, or be ci-
titled to confeientious fubjection.

This will, moreover, appear evident, by attending
to the qualifications of that pewer, unto which we are
commanded to be fubjedt, in the paflage alluded to. Se.
Rom. xiit. 1, 7.

C.i. 2. But Gor has commanded to be fubje&
unto them, for conlcience luke. Poom, xiie 5. And gfh
Pet. i, 117,

Arye The poreer dlluded to, in the fieflt of the quota-
i:ons, was alrcady oroved to be moral and preceptive,
This me o acceduriy, be the eafe, with all power eatis
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tled to obedience, for confcicrice fake. I a power, con..
trary to the divive law, be entitled to confcientious obe-
dience, {Gopisnolonger the exclufive Lord of the cona
fcwnce, but it 1is fhuJ & even to the illegitimate do-
minion of men.  Itis true, mupv things commanded by
immoral powers, when not in their na Atures finful, we
may be oblired to perform, 2nd even thele aclions, as

well as othersy fsuld be done wnﬁmmouﬂy For ex-
ample, were Lo flaved by an Algerine pirate, and fold
toa cruel mafter, Tought nory by fradtious and flub-
born conduc, to procure my {Jf the baftinados or turn
the red of chaﬂ ifement into a venomous ferpent. T am
in kis power, and fo fhould behave obicquioudly,. in all
thigs in themiclves lawful, that 1 mny’ lighten my cham,
ard alleviate the evils which 1 cannot avoid. Such
conrfe of co:.du& my confcience fhould approve, But
on what account ! Is it becaufe my confeience 1pproves
of bis rizht to keep me in flavery ! T‘Jay, IS it not ra-
ther, becaufe my confcicnce approves of uiing every inno-
cent mear, which the laws of felf ;relurvatlon may dic-
tate, to alleviate my prefent n*:i("':ry ?

This principleis equally apnlicavie te a prople under
unjuft and immoral government 5 and to no other kind of
{fubjetion was Nero, the menfler 2t the bead of the
Roimman empire, when the pnu! : gave the above direca
tions, entitlcd.  Did he pollefs any of the charaGers

conne fled with that power, unto which obedience, tor
conizience fake, is enjoined ! It we give credit to ihe
hiitorians of his ags, he wus the very reverfe of all
thefe.  T'he brutal barbanities nr his reign, arc too nos
torious to require rehearfal, and wofhocking to the ted

inas to be told, when necd’ity dor 5 not demandit, Dug

{1y it is objedled, € that cven trouph e was fuc'n a
m'mfur, yet ail hzs lawiu) 'fmm ?s ought to be ¢-

peyed.””  To this, it may be « blerv: d that he who has
no moral r:gﬂm taG comima nu, Cun .35,5\/\, no o tawiul come
mands, A comamand profuppelis o g wer rommindin g,
The lecalityy or dlegality, ol tie Coanaand, 15 ceorn-
nod by the fegiimacy, ov diviiimacy o8 the power, frum
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which it flows. ¢« 777 (fays the infpired 1w"1:‘=1m) cauq
Ering a clean thing out of au unclean? Not one.”

An immoral power may command, whatis in iticls

lawful, and which may 2iid oupht to bc done; yut, as a
moral authority is nccefliry to conftitute a lawful com-
mand, the latter cannot emﬂ‘, where the former is wan-
ting. Suppofe, for example, my ncighbour, who has
no civil or religious authority over me, fhould come to
my houfe, and authoritativcly command me to wor{‘x'p
Gob in my family, and confeientioufly perform the du-
tics of my ftation : all this I am boun id 1o do, becaufe
it is right, but does any part of my obligation arife from
his command ? His command wus without authority ;
and, when this impofes moral obligation, we need not
think 1t ftrange to find fons who have had no fathers—
wives who have had no hufbands—and things exifting
in plenty, without their neceﬂ'ary corrciates.
. It is farther objected here, ¢ that the 2poitle could not
have had any other pmtuulm fyin view, b ut Neroy ory at
leaft, that he mu™ be meant ; becauil, it wouldotherwife
rcndsr the precepr ufelefs, as to any immzdiate applica-
tionto extfting circumflances.™

This obje&tionisrepugnant todaily expericnce. Were
atJuﬂ then all inftruéion of youth, to fill '. varous
departments of focial lifs, to which they might be ¢ fia
ned, when grown to m ;;"xmtv, would be ufelels ad 1n-
expedient.  T'o what purpoiz, then, would Goup have
givcn Ifracl a conftitution and laws, for their kinos to
waik by, while they were yet in the wilderncfs 7 See
Deet, xvu. 15‘

O’7. 3. Buteven the worlt of rulerey fuch as Fa-
zael, &Koo are fad to be anointed of (IOL, lf mmr‘s
XiXo T§5 and {5 thould be confidered legitimate,”’

Anrf. The general figiafication of anoumn;, i3 a2 fet-
tm; aoert for e part'( alar firvice, fh';”, thou- 'q
(oo wnominates the Aflysians, Medes, wndi'erfians,
the ¢ 3o/ ?f/ 'soanTer ” he all) Ufixn’“ s them hy

th* A G f bis "'j’«,"-',".'.’?/;-?"f[ oy ancintid ©ooes)”? 10,
. \, P
S 5 fi ¢ " I’ Joo iy Ul‘.,( VY, 't W S\\-‘V l [U')f’ m‘ll
( ot FAAA | (" ‘, . .,
f‘lhht \\)-ba PR ~«*='.£i ANERG I “ {o I(ld\.t, G dCCOU..IUf
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tNeir fins—¢ to rip up their women with child—dafh
their children—/[lay their young meny and five their flrong
holds”’ 2d Kings viil, 12,

To fuch work, that, when foretold by the prophet Eli-
tha, he replies, ¢ Is thy fervant a dog, that he fhould ds
this thing 2’

Gecenp, i his providence, fometimes fets apart earth-
quzkes, peftil- e, locufts, &c. as the minifters of his
wrath, an - cutors of his vengeance ; but, what ar-
gument can v brought from this; to prove that we
ought to yield obedience, for confcience fake, to immoral
power, whether the immorality lie in the conftitution or
adminiftration ?

Olj. 4. “ But the faints accepted offices, and held
places of truft, under heathen princes—See the cafes of
Ezra, Nehemiah, and Daniel, in the books called by
their namies.

« [f the faints thus accepted offices, &c. we may con-
clude, cither fir/7, that the power was legitimate~—or
Jecond, that offices may be held under sllegitimate go-
vernments, or third, that the faints finned in accepting
them.,”’ :

Anf. The fecond propofition we grant.  The firfl and
third we deny.

Let us enquire whether, becaufe Daniel lawfully held
an «ffice in Babylon, either of thofe two propofitions
will neceflanly follow, viz. fir/?, that he recognized
the government in Babylon as legitimate, or fecond,
that we may lawfully bold, and execute, all offices, with-
cut exception, under the American conftitution.?

As to the fir/? of thefe, I would oblerve, the princi-
ples laid down in the fourth particular of the preceding
head of this difcourfe, refpeéing the holding of offices,
&ec. if jultly applied, will folve this queftion. There
are laid down, in that place, certain principles, afcer-
tzining what offices may not be beld, without homolo-
gating an immoral conftitution.  Here 1 would lay down
a principle, which mav be of ufe, to afcertain pofitively,
what offices may be held, without criininality, be the go-
vernment never fo wicked. | |
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Any office may be held, or fervice engaged in, upon
the three following condicions :

1, That the duties belonging to it, be rightii them-
felves.

2d. ‘That they be regulated by a juft law.

3d. That there bz no cther oath of office required,
but faithfully to execute official duties, Let thefs be
the ftipulations, and an office may be held under any
power, however immorally conftituted, wiihout an ho-
mologation of its 1immorality.

Suppofc I were in Algiers, refiding there at pleafurc ;
would my acceptintg an “office from the dey, under ihe
regulations now fpecified, lay profefforfhip in an uni-
verﬁtymﬂ:tuttd b] him, for the inftruétion of ynum,
be an homologation of his immoral regency—naval glw
racy—or the blocd and murder upon which his throne is
ercfted ? If then, as a flave, would not the appoint-

ment be ftiil more eligible ? This correfpands with the
fituation of the captives in Babylon : it does not, thure-
fore, follow, that holding an office nece{Taily Tuppoles,
either that the government be lawful, orif noty that the
perfon holding theoffice, is implicarcd in the | mmaral:ty..

With refpelt to the fecond thing, {uppel:d to feliow
fiom D«.m\.‘.\ s holding an office in Bnb}hm, viz. that
we may hold any orﬁ.e, without exceptian, under the
American conftitutian, it may be obferved, that in erder
to this, the cafes muft be parralld and then it will be
readily grmnted But the cafes are vaftly difterent, The
immorality of the Bahylomfh ;:(wcrmmut was indeft~
nite.  ‘They had ne fixed conftitution.  The monarch
was Ieg»i]aton His will was the law of the realm.
Dan. v. 19. % [Fhom he would, he flrw, and whom he
would, he kept alive’’  We are not certain whether thers
was any thing eiential to this government, but mere
phyfica! force, and that is neither moral nor immoral in
itlelf.  Butin the American conftitutjons, almolt every
thing is fpecific, and eficntial to the focial compadt, And,
though we are no advocates {or abfolute governmaonts,
where the mopnarch’s will s the Jaw nay, though
we think that conftitutions and laws cannat be too fymm
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fic and definite; yet, we arc of opision, offices may
be heid under abfolute princes, whefe w.lls are limited by
0o fixed cm.{‘hfutmn, withcut being imzlicated in any
criseinality, when they cannot be O held under {ome,
more {pecifically confituted,  Tn #5f, offices are afiu-
ally entangled with the lmnmu.xiy of th= conftitution,
to vhich, .11ﬁ) allegiance is, in aloacdt all cafes, required.
In thefe, thereis noimmeral eonftitation to fwear alle-

piance to.  Andif the monarch’s will, which refembles
a ftanding legiflature, command that wmch is immoral,
it ought not to be obey -d any more than an urz}uﬂ law
even when there is a juft and maoral conthitution, Da-
niel had not, therefore, to {wear to {upport an unmeral
con(htunon, for there was none.

If it be pleaded, that the monarch’s will was the con-
flicution, this, even if admitted, makes no dficrence.
The office was either fuch as required ullegiance to this
conflitution, or it did not. If the latter, it is the thing
vontended for, viz. that there was no immoral obliga-
tion conneéted with his office. If the former, he was
pcrjurcd not only by breaking it in feveral inftances, but
intaking it alfo, for he (wore to a blant, i. e. to pertorm
he knew not what.  But therais noaccount of Daniel’s
~coming under any {uch obligation. Indeced, it would
have been inconfiftent with the fmiles of Heaven, which
ke, 2nd others in office, evidently enjoyed.

L=t us fuprofe acafe, fimilar to that of Dariel, and
irother, fimiar to our fituatien, at prefint, under the
American conflitutions.  This may ferve as an illuftra-
tion of the gensral prmmp!e here contended for.

Let ene mun be taken prifoner by a g '*rty of Indiane,
intending to explore the head waters of the Mtﬂx(fppv
They have no particular jyftem laid down, for regula-
ting their condudl, during the expedition, lhy ar
under the command of a chicf, whofe will is the law,
and who has power to puniih, in cafe of difobedience,
Let 2 ‘.nothcr, in Providence, be refiding among a party
engaged in the pcat:‘.ﬂzl purfu.tsof agncuhure, and now
and then traficking in furs, the roc tuét of their hunting
excurfions.  Let this party .ve afmali fyftem of rules,
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fpecifically providing for every office, that may be necef~
fary in the community. Let all the rules of this littie
fyftem be juft, and equitable, fave sne.  Suppofe the ex-
ceptionable one to be, that every morning and eveuing,
the officers fhall take care that thofe under their refpeltive
charges, fhall pow wow, or worfhip the Devil, as it is
faid fome of the Indian tribes are accuftomed to do.
Let an cath to fupport and maintain this little code, be
made, by the community, an effential qualification of
holding any office.

Now, fuppofing thefe two men are called to accept
offices, in their refpe@ive tribes, may they both comply
with good confciences ?

Or rather, may not the one, of whom no immoral
ftipulation is required, fafely do it; and, if commanded
to do what is wrong, imitate Daniel, who, at the rifk
of his life, difobeyed the king’s commandment: where-
as, the other may not accept, for he is introduced to of-
fice by a ftipulatinn, which violates the moral law. The
application of this, is abundantly evident.

Obj. 5. « But the faints prayed for them, Gen. xlvii,
7, 10. and Dan. vi. 21.  And in 1ft Tim. ii. 2. they
are commanded to do fo. Mufk they not, thercfore, be
confidered as legitimate rulers ?”’

Anf. If they be immoraliy conftitut=d, prayer for tham,
as fuch, is plainly contrary to the command of Gop,
2d John, 1oth & 11th veries. As men, they ought ta
be prayed for, according to the command of Gob, 1t
Tim, ii. 1. where we are ordered to make  prayers
“and interceffions for all men””  As to the command te
pray for kings, &c. 1ft Tim. ii. 2.4it is cvident it re-
fpeted moral rulers, who condult their adminiftrations
{0, that gadlinefs, true piety, and honelty, may be pro-
motcd among their fubjets. -

Olj. 6. « The faints addrefled them for juiticz, Aéts
XXV. 10, 12, & xxvi. 32. where the apoftle appeals unto
Cefar.

To this, T anfwer. An appeal to their tribunals, no
more involves in it an homologation of their lawful
coininion, than an appeal from a murderer to a thicf,

F 2
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who would be difpofed to fave one’s life, would be an ho-
mologation of his living habitually in the breach of the
eighth commandment.  Suppofe, for example, that Al-
legheny mountains were infefted with a banditti of rob-
bers, whofe captain retained flill fo much humanity as
to eftablith a Jaw, that no poor man fhould be robbed of
more than ten dollars—you happen to be croffing the
mountain—five cof the gang approach you, and rob you
of one hundred, which is nearly your all—you meet
with the mafter cf the fraternity—yon know of the
law—and believe that he ftill has as much humanity re-
maining, as will induce him to execute it. Will you
appeal to him to caufe your ninety dollars to be refun-
ded, which are due to you by his own law ? If you do,
will this implicate you in the immorality of the banditti,
or be faying Amen to their unlawful pradtice? Certaine
ly not. If thishold in the greater, it will furely holdin
the lefs. If an appeal may be inade to the captain of a
band c¢f robbers, without implication in his criminality,
much more to the (e inftitutions, which, though wrong
in fome fundamentals, are yet aiming at the good cf ci-
vil fociety. -

Obj. 7. « Chrift, himfelf, both paid tribute, and com- .
manded his difciples to pay if, and that even to Cefar.
Mat. xvii. 27. and xxii. 21. Was not this an ac-
knowledgment of his authority ?*’ -

Anf. Simple payment of tribute never was confider-
ed as any homologation of the authority impofing it.
It may be given to the worft of tyrants, if not deman-
ded as a teflera of loyalty.

We might atk, here, do the people of the United
States homologate the authority of the dey of Algiers,
or, for confcience fake, recognize him as their legitimate
ruler, when they pay their annual tribute to the haughty
Muflfelman ? Do they think that the dey has any moral
right to demand fuch a thing ! Do they not rather go
unon the principle, thatit is better to give a part tofave
the remainder, than, by withholding, lofe all 7 Such a
courfe of conduét, may be prudent and innocent with a-
ny band cf robbers.
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The all=gation brought from Mat. xvii. 27. is evi-
dently unfounded. See the paflage.

The beft commentators confider the tribute, here men-
tioned, to be temple 1ncxey, the ranfom of the foul, fpo.
ken of, Exod. xxx. 1z, 13. That this was the cafe,
will appear evident, fir//, becaufe the piece of inoney,
found in the fifh’s mouth, is allowed, by the beft critics,
to be equal in value to two half fhekels, one for Chriit,
and the other for Peter. And, fecondiy, from the argument
by which cur Lorn pleads exemption, namely, from
the example of the kings of the earth, ¢ What think-
eff thouy, Simen? Of whom do the kings of the earth
take cuftom or tribute? Of their own children, or of
frangers 2 Peter [aith unto bim, of firangers. JEsus
Jfaith unto him, tien are tpe children free.”” Here we

. find, by the example of earthly kings, Chrift was free,
How was he free? By being fon to the king to whom
the tribute belonged, Who was this king ? It could
not be Cefar.  Was Chrift Cefar’s fon ! No. For had
he been Cefar’s fon, it muft have been, either by natu-
ral generation, adoption, or citizenthip. None of all
thefe was the cile.  And even though the laft had taken
place, which is the only plaufible fuppofition, (though
falfe) it would not have procured this immunity, be-
caufe citizenfhip did not exempt frem tribute.  But JE-
sus was the Son of the Gep of Heaven, that King,
to whom this tribute belonged ; hence he fays ¢ notwith-
ftanding,” thatis, though I am free, by the relation of
Sonfhip, &c. ‘

The other allegation brought frem Mat, xxii. 21,
“ Render to Cefar, the things that are Cefars,” &c. is
equally unfounded.

Itisabundantly evident, from the paffage, that the quef-
tion was intended to enfnare the Lord Jefus Chrift, an{wer
as he would. It was propofed Ly the Herodians, and
Pharifees 5 thofe, votaries for Roman domination, and
thefey the fticklers for Jewifh immunities,

HHad he faid, « Give it to Cefar,”’ the Pharifees, ever
ready to aecufe hin, would have reprefznted him to the
people, as an enemy to their ancient privileges.  Had
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he faid, ¢ Don’t give it.”’ the Hercdians would have re-
prefented him to Hered, as anenemy to the government
of Cefar. In the fifteenth verfe, we are exprefsly told,
they came to him with 2 view to  entangle him in bis
talk.’’ But he, ¢ knowing their craftinefs,”’ {plit their
dilemma, and left their queftion undecided. He, on fe-
veral other occafions, thus baffled his adverfaries ; as in
John viii. 4, 12. in the cafe of the ¢ woman taken in
adulteryy’ and in Luke xii. 14. when application was
made to him concerning the fettlement of the earthly in-
heritance. It is objected here, by {ome,  thatithis ex-
planation of our Saviour's an{wer, reprefents the Lord
Chrift as fhunning to declare the whole counfel of Gop
—giving no anfwer in a cafe refpeting fin and dutv.”
T'he inference is falfe. They were noet without infor-
mation on this very fubje&. They had the law and the
prophets. The Lord Jefus Chrift had given fpecific di-
reCtions concerning the charater of lawful rulers, Deut.
Xvii. 15. to whom it was lawful to pay tribute, for
conicience fake. But it was not information they wan-
ted, but to enfnare him, let him anfwer as he would,
as has already been fhewn. If filence, or refufing tc
anfwer in every cafe, even in matters refpecting fin and
dutv, let the defign of the querift be what it will, be
accounted criminal, in what point of light will the ob-
je&or view the Lord Jefus Chrift, when he finds him
aftnally «/ufing to anfwer a queftion refpe@ing fin and
duty, in the cafe of his own authority ! Mark xi. 27,
33. « Neither do 1 tell you (fays he) by what authsri-
ty I do thefe things”’ It would be weliy if mea would
confider the awful confequences of fome of their objec-
- tions, before they make them,

But, fuppofing that CHRIsT, in both the inftinces
alluded to, had commanded tiibute to be paid to Cefar,
what does it prove ? Unlefs he commanded it to be paid
as a teffera of loyalty, it proves no more the morality
of Cefar’s right, than a minifter of the gofpel’s, advifing
one of his hearers to give the robber part of his property,
to {ecure the remainder, would, that the minifter confi-

dered the robber morally entitled toit.
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Ctr. 8.« Dat you make ufe of Yo morey o dhre.
ceives its currency from their faniting ond you o ot
tham hv paying tm‘ut\, Koo Why not iwear abiogi-
ulltf’, I o ffioes) 9 > &

/f:f \Ve make i of ithe monev, to bhe Tare, but
when we pIVE an v, dent for iy by induttry or ather-
Wiie, 1t 15 our cwn property 3 oand, another ma’s e
Ping bis nane upon Gur coats, is Lo reaton why we thould
throw thern away.

Ie mut be granted, alfy, that we do fupnort them,
by paying tribute, & Sodo we the rovber, unto
whom we oive 2 pairty (o fave the remainder. But will
ir, theref orey followy that T may lepully fwear ollvi-
ance to kim, or become one of his ofnivers, 1n the Luli-
nefs of roblery and plunder !

O*’y', g. You fwear oaths admi mf‘crcd hy them,
and hold deeds of L.r*;}, &o. whofe validity redts entirely
uson their fui.ction,”’

Aof. Adwiniftration is not ellintial to an oath. Tt is
no pait of 1t. Ancathis a {lemn n appes al to Gob, in
which we cull him to witnefs the taih of what we afiet
or pmm”, and to be an avenger, in el I';'.;'rjvw

re
’

Aduivifiration is nothing more then array.iny the i ta

A

ter and exprelion of the osthy 1t due form.  Ti's
m:y be d‘::u, cithier by the pafon him{Ulfy who fwea: s
or prepaf-d by anotier 5 andy if 10 atlelf cquitabley, may
be adopted by the juror, te the propufer whombever 2
may.,

Saould a robber meet me on the highway, and, vpon
finding that I had no money, put his bayonet to my
breaft ; and fhould it appear cvidently, that he intended
to kill me, unlefs T would fulemily engage to tuke,
or f2nd him, a cortain fum of moncy, 19 given thne,
fay fifty dollars, ought [ rot to mmp."? 1f T Ao, the
oath 1s the refult of mutual fiipul: ation, which exifiing
circuinftances render eligible.  Iv fzems to me imma-
terial, whether the overture origirates with him, or with
me. In either cafe, T confider it lawful to give fifty
dollars to fave iny life,  Weuld (wearine t7s oath,y 1f
propefed by the robber; be wny reeenitiun of b rivhy
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i‘f‘ FW prrmm t ,' - Whete wcwuld be the difference, {hould

v hifs be faved, by arather COmmg under fimilar en-
gage*nems fer me, witk iy confint ! Whatever differ-
ere there 1s bﬁaweeﬁ this Hluftration, and appearing in
common ceurts of juitice, w plead, or beimpleaded, where
caths ace ceﬂ':r; t a dﬁ.zfan, is in favour of the pofi-
tion <ratended for; fnv{much, as the perfons, beforg
whom the alFiir is scanfu@«d, are confidered as p\,{fcﬂi:w
honour ang relpeéabilizy,

With refpcdl wo the other allegation, viz. ¢ The hol-
ding laud mf tenures, whof: validity depends upou their
fanltion,” it is aito uafounded.

Drocs bargzining with a man for any article, in all ca-
fes, recognine the morz: ity of the meavs, wh\ruby he
became politflid of e faid article ! IF it does fo, then,
thoulc any ‘ur"zgn power conquer ’\mfnca, (which
3op t)pmd) 2d declare 2l tenures of iand null and
voud, which 1xd not proceed from the new order of things,
it would be criminz] to hold them thirs, and {o the land
mufl be vacsted, and its planters flee fomewhere lf: for
zre afylum, but, {fuppofing they found things fimilar
whercver they go, muft they leave this world altogdther 1
!hey muft neither eaty nor drink, of the p roduce of the
land, l:1d by this immaral tenure ; for, By the hypothefis,
the cuidvator holds it by an immaial tenure, and {3, no
barpain fhould be made with him, more than with the
power from which the deed originally ifiues, Might 1
not rent a room of my own houfe, which a man has de-
prived me of, and uow holds legally, though by an im-
moral tenure, without thereby recognizing the morality
of his right ? If I may rent it, may I not give an arti«
cle in writing, fecuring the payment to him, and the
tenure to me ? If I may do fo, with one reom, may I
not do fo with the whole houfe, and tencment thereunto
belonging ? If I may rent the whole, may 1 not aiio
purchafe it, putting the bargam under fimilar fecurities,
as above mentioned ! If this be Jawful, how can the
cafe under confideration be unlawful ?

Ohj. 10, “ But, vhen rulers are in pofl¢flion, by the
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voice of the majority, have they not, therefore, a claim
to confiienti u abedience I To this 1

A’ujwer. Nations, as well as individuals, are bound
to aét aprecably to the divine law. If their conduét s
rcpuulldn( theretoy it can confer no ng/)t, nor cltabhfh
any obligation.

The act of a m,xytntv can never legitimate what
(Gep has prohibiced, under pain of his difpleafure, 1€t
couly, then it wmid neceflarily follow, that a.l things
ufually called righs, or wrong, are, in thendilvesy ina
differenst ; that the Bible has no difinite me antg, in
itlelt, but takes it altogether fiom the opinions of nien,
and v will equally autnenticate fovo fyftems, though dia
ainetrically oppelite to each other !

Neither poficflion, therefoiz, uor majrity, can give

rwht, in op,mﬁtlon to the diviae law.  Polficlion may
wﬁ‘ in ¢ne, and the right in ancther, as in the cafc of
Sclomon and Adonijah, 1t Kings t. g Both poflef-
fion and majority may veft ic one prr[an, and the right
i anothery as io the cafe of David and Abflalom, 24
Sam. xv. 10. & xvii. 14. The voice cf the people
is to be confidereu as the preceptive voice of Gob, ouly,
when they acl agrecably tohis law ; but, when the con-
trary, it neither eftablifhes rzgf/.u, nor conftitutes obli-
gation. Hence, Hof. viii. 4 ¢ They /)('chet up tings,
but not 6y me : they have made p*mces, and I knew it
not.””  ‘F'he charge, here, mult neceflarily refpe& the

elcét of the preccpt; for none could be advanced to ci-
vil dignity, without his providence. A {parrow cannot
fall to the ground, without his providential permifiion,

Gij. 11, % The reftraint and punithment of idolators,
blafyhemers, and grofs heretics, which you contend for,
belonged to the Jewifh theocracy, which was typical,
ard fo ought not now to be imitated.”’

Anf. "This objeélionis extremely popular, and delzrves
minute attention,

,It canint be better anfwered, than in the words of
the late Rev, Juhin Brown, minifter of the Sccndi
Church,y 1n Haddmglcm North-Britain, 1n his Tio-
tife on ‘Tleration, page 57, He defies his amapomi
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to prove, that thefe inflences of the reftraint, and pu-
nifi.o.cnty of wWolatry, &c. by the Jowith rulers, were
nudy typrcal.  FHe gous on to noll-rve, thus 1 ¢ The
¢ gypical magiftratcs of the Jewith netion, ally excrci-
¢ f-d laws relative to muracr, thefty unchaflity, trea-
¢ {un, and other matters of the fecond table of the moml
“Jaw. Qug h\, thereforey no magiftrates now to do fa ?

“ The laws relzecling tHe dutics of the fecond table,
¢ pertained as much to the Jewifh Meocrac‘), as thofe
“rclating to the /7 Muity thorefore, the Chriftian
Y magiftrate, for fear of cop yr. g zb“ Jewifh theocracy,
“ meddle with no moraltity at all? Muft cvery thing,
¢ that was once t} ';u:';u, be naw, under the gofpel, ex-
“ cluded from regulating authority ? Muft all the ex-
“ cellent patterns of Ao:.l }:zmm, WNoah, Abrzham,
“ Ifaac, Jaceb, Jofeph, J(m., Wofos, A'sron, Samuel,
“ David, and other Hchr-w faints, be rejected as typn-
“cal and ufelefs ? Muft all the laws directing to eledt
“men fearing Gob, and bating ravw:'ﬁmﬁ, to be ma-
“« gsf{mtes 5 ory directing men to;uc rc)univ and imnar-
< tially, and prudently, and to punifn murderers, adul-
¢ terers, thie ves, robbers, &vc. be difcarded, as t}pxca]?
« Mult the weekiy Subibathy public fatts %nd thankfgi-
¢ yipgs, be laid afide, as typical, a mere fmn between
“ Gop and tie Ifraclites? Muft the ten command.
“ ments, and all the explications of tnem, in the Old
¢« Teftarncent, he difcarded, as pubtlifthed in a typical
“ manncr, and to 2 typical peopley and uled as the prin-
¢ cipal part of thar rulz2cf governinent, in the ]rw:ih
“theocracy T As the Jawith Church was a real church,
“and not merely typical, 1o thar ftate was @ ieal come
“ monwealth, eor kingdom, and not werely .yf*ztc:Z
“ whatever, therdlory pertained to \Ey as e al Connitta-
wwealthy isimitatle many other, The Jowifh churen
“ ik Aate, were 28 RTALLY BISTINCG D, as the (hurch
“and fare are now, theagh Ldovet fay precilily in the
@ fiine manner.”Thie Yarncd a..f‘l prous auth ¢ pros

rocda te fhow, whercin they were dritn 'f} v which he dors
i aon aifloront zdld»uldi.g Wi Wt W tetout tediuus
£ fetail boe,

Y4
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T'hofe who would defire te fee this fybjell largely and
judicioufly inveftigated, will find it in the firft part of
Gillefpie’s Aaron’s Rod Bioffoming, Dook 1. Chap.
1 1 dil. &,

Mr. Brown ftill farther thews, wherein the Jewifh
and the Chriftian magiftrate agree.  This he does, in
fourteen different particulars, which the inquifitive rea-
der will find in the fixtieth, fixty-firft, and fixty-fecond
pages of the Treatife, cited above.

Obj. 12. * Your principles are contrary ta the fourth
fection of the twenty-third article of the Weftminfter
Confeffion of Faith, which teaches, ¢ that infidelity, ar
difference in religion, doth not make void the magiftrate’s
juft and legal authority, nor free the people from their
due obedience to him.”’

Anf. The fenfe in which the General Affembly, as
alfo the current of reformers and martyrs of the feven-
teenth century, underitood chis paffage, is fully ftated in
our Teftimony, as alfo in the letter from Stiriing, by the
Rev. John M¢Millan, jun. They diftinguifhed between
reformed and enlightened lands, and thofe that were un-
reformed and unenlightened.  In the latter, many things
may be borne with, which ought nct to be fuffered in the
former 5 particularly, when, by a folemn naticnal adt,
they have made fcriptural qualifications eflential to the
civil confhitution.  This our anceftors did, in therr Co-
venants National and Solemn League. Al ranks and
conditions, in the realm, folemnly {wore to uf: every

lawful endeavour to extirpate popery, prelacy, &c. [t
might have be<n enquired, would {wearing allegiance ta
a confhitution, afterwards erected upon the ruins of this,
-of which the fupport and eftablifhment of any of thefe
‘abjured abominztions, was made an eflential part, have.

een a mean well calculated to promate the intention. of
their-oath ? This .was exaltly the fituation of the lands
of our natjvity.

Pidiacy, which kad been naticnally abjured, was made
cffential to the Brinfh coiftitution, and the king (vlemn-
ly fwore, in his curonstion vathy to fupport it.

Wers net thofe twa oarks, viz - ane, to cxtirpate pre.

¢ N
)
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lacy, and another, to fupport it, flatly contradiftory
To {wear the /atter, is a declaring the former unobh
gatory, and, conlequently, criminal, when originally en-
tered into.  Can any one, pxofefﬁna friendfhip to the re-
formation of thefe times, thus barefacedly pronounce
its fentence of condemnation ! !

Let the authority of the magiftrate be juft and legal,
we will then hold ourfelves confcientioufl ly bound to yield
obedience.

No authority can be juft and legal with whrch a con-
tradition to the moral law is effentially incorporated.
Simple infidelity will not render it unjuft, either in a
heathen country, or in one emerging ftom Pagan dark-
nefs. Neither, will fimple difference in religion ‘make
it void, when the nation have not, by their own folemn
a& and deed, made conformity an eflential artatlc of their
Acon{’rttutxon.

‘T'here may be many defe&s in a civil conﬂxtut.on,
and yet morally binding upon a nation: but where phain
immorality, or a folemn obligation to fupport what the
Legiflator of the univerfe prohibits, under the fevereft
penalties, is eflentially mcorporated thercthh, it cannot
bind the confcience.

Oébj. 13. “ Your prmu«p{es lead to oerfccutxon, and
are cruel and unmerciful.”’

Anf. The chidrch of Chrift never perfecuted If our
princples lead o it, they are certainly wrong.*

But what is perfecution ? Does it confift in execu-
ting Gop’s law ? If it does, he muft be the author “of
it.  Does it not rather confift in injuring men in their
charaéters, property, or perfons; for their tenacious and
Atedfaft adherence to his divine commandments ! If this
is not perfecution, thén the martyrs have fuffered, no:
for the caufe and teftimony of Jefus, but for their obfli-
nate rebellion aganft it.  How does this correfpendtwith
the charadter of thofe fouls, whom John faw lying un-
der the altar, “ who wen’/]c i for the word of Gob,
and for the tejiimony wb:cb they held.”” Rev. vio g
‘W hatfoever the law of AJ2D commands to be pun:fhed,
ought to be punithed, with the penalties therein made and
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provided ; but (0D has commanded grofs heretics, blaf.
phemers, and idolators, to be puniltied with certain fpz-
cified penalties.  Therefore, fuch ought to be punifhed.

Th :fe commands could not belong to the cercmonial
law, for then, they would have flowed entirely from the
arbitrary will of Gop, and been mere figns betwcen
him and lfra; Who would dare to think fo of grofs
herefy, &c.? Neither could they belong ta:that pare of
the judicial law, which refpected the ]cw: pccuharly
Who would darz to ﬂxy that none but the JLWS were,
or zre, under obligation to werthip Gop ia purity, or
abilain from blafphcnung his nature and dig l‘tV ? They
muft, therefore, belong to the rmoral law, and flow feor
the maial nature of Jchovah, who has declarcd, he will
not give his glory to another, nor his praife to gravea
images.

]hus, we find, the ﬁ:;/?, Jecondy and third precepts
of the moral law, pawnicdly prohbiting thef things,
snd requiring the contrary duties.  All the precepts, an d
tbrcatem;}gs, which a:e 1o be feund anmong e/, 2.t
tered up -and down the Bible, are ouly utiendd 1w
thofe commangments.

[ would leave this particular, with prpofing ove quef-
tion, which tl‘xf*_}uuluous resder wi lcn:ﬁfy fulveo Was
E lijah a perfecutor, when he caufed the law of Gop to

¢ executed upon the prophets of Baal ?

Oj 14. *“ But  the conflituiion makes provifion
for its own ameundment; ify therefore, you think it
wronyr, why don’t you join and elect good reprefentatives,
who may be inftrumental in rechifying it.”’

Anf. A veprefentative muft fwear to {upport the con-
flitutior, before he can take a feat in the legiflative af-
fembly.  This oath we have aire2dy fhewn co be 7mms-
raly and fuch as we cannot, in good conicicnze, {wear
ourfelves 3 what, thercforey we caninot do curfelves, on ac-
count of its sumorality, we ought not to empioy others
to do fir us,

We are bound, by the moral law, and our covenant
engagements, to extirpate all herefy, blafphemny, and
iolatry, as far as our influeace can extend.  1We cons
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fider it nct only unlawful, but alfo a very unlikely
mean to effeét this defirable end, firft to fwear an oath
which neceflarily involves fupporting them. Would
not this be « doing evil, that good might come’ of it ?
which the apoftle pointedly condemns.

Suppofing we were certain, that a reform in thefe e-
vils would be obtained next day, nay, even the next
hour ; thould we fwear an unlawful oath to obtain it,
we would be violating the command of the Moft ‘High,
and incurring his fevere difpleafure. But, farther, by
our own folemn a&t and deed, we would tie up our hands,
from effe@ing the thing defired, unlefs we account the
initiating oath unobligatory, and fo mock Gob in ta-
king it. Should a bill be brought into the houfe, to
make the Bible the (1preme law of the land, would fuch.
a bill be conftitutional ! That it would not, does not
require proof.! I am fworn to fupport the conftitution.
How fh:ll I behave ? There is no alternative, but ei-
ther to reje@® that law, which is a tranfcript of the mo-
ral pcrfeé{ions of Jehovah, or commit perjury; uniefs I
confider my oath to fuppert the conftitution unobligato-
ry, and thus mock Gop, and impofe upon fociety,
Surely, ¥ ought not to put myielf into any predicament,
m which I niay be brought to the awful dilemma, of ei-
ther rejeéting the Dible, or comnmitting perjury ! Nor
would it fatisfy the confcience to fit filent, and give no
vote., This would be a filent acquiefcence 1n the vio-
lation of the conftitution, which 1 was fworr to fupport,
Would filence be fupporting it ! Neither is it law{ul far
any Chriftian to put it out of his own power, to fpeak
in behalf of truth, when truth, or the Bible of Gob,
comes to he fpoken for or againit.

O¢j. 15. « But you are moftly aliens, and have no
buftucls with our governmental affairs.””  To this I

Anfwer. Admitting that we were all aliens, what does
this prove ! « Fhe earth is the Lord’s, and the fulaefs
thereof.”” Pf. xxiv. 1. 'We are moral fubjeéts of the
Lord of the whoie earth. 'While we maintain true and
faithful allegiance to him, and confcientioufly obey his
aws, we have a right to live in any part of his domi-
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nions, where, in his Providence, he may pleafe to caft
our lots. We ought not to infringe upon any of the
juft rights of others, for this would be inconfiftent with
faithful allegiance to the Moral Governor.  Gobp ¢ has
given the earth to the fons of men i’ and to the faithfyl
in Chrift Jefus, a new covenant-right to every thing
they poflefs. Let us maintain this charaller, and leave
the confequences to a kind and benevolent Father, who
hath informed us, that ¥ zbey whe truly feck bam, fhall
want no good thing,”’

We meddle not with your governmental affairs, far-
ther than their morality or 1:mms-ality is concerned. We
have aright to give our opiniecn. Wedo fo, and the
reafons on which it is founded. We are often afked,
why we do not incorporate with the national fociety ?
" We wifh to ¢ be always ready to give every one that

afketh us, a reafon of the hope that is in us.”> We Ja-
ment that we cannot join with you, in your national ca
pacity. ‘T'he fault is not curs, but your own. Much
as we love you, and much as we prefer your zovern-
ment, comparatively, yet we cannot fully incorporate
with you, left we thould fin againft Gop, and be found

- unfaithful to him, who is the King of natizns.  As wit-~
nefles for the Lord Jefus Chrift, we are alfobound to teft'fy
againft cvery immorality, in the conflitutions of the land
in which we dwell. How is it poflible that we could
be faithful in this matter, were we not, in fome meafure,
to ¢ meddle with your governmental affairs ?”’ Faith-
ful teftimony-bearing, is one part of the charatter of the
“ two witneffes.”’ lg* is our indifpenfable duty to imi-
tate them. We are commanded to welk « by the foot-
Sreps of the flick.”” 'They grieveufly offended thofe, -
gainft whom they teftified. 'They are {aid “ #5 tsrmens
the men that dwell upon the earth.” It we be faithfu!,
as they were, we will do fo likewilc.  And, though it
fhould be told us, as the men of Sodom told Lot, Gen.
XiX. Q. € This one fellow came in to [ojourn, and now he
will needs be a judge 37> yet the approbation of Gob, and
the anfwer of a good confcience, will more than com-
penfate thofe temporary evils,

G 2
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Such are fome of the leading obje&ions, to the dotrines
contained in the preceding part of this difcourfe. I come
now to clofe with 7. few

USES. And,

1. Of information. |

From the text and do&rine, we may learn, that ma-
giftracy and miniftry are two very important ordinances :
the two ¢ Sons of Oz), that ftand by the Lord of the
wholeeartv, Theyare among his near and intimate con-
cerns. Both are of divine inftitution, and are intended
to an{wer the moft important purpofes. Without thefe,
nothing but anarchy and confufion would prevail here,
and gloomy horrar cover the profpets of eternity. Thefe
very important ordinances, in which the happinefs of our
kind is fo much corcerned, fhould be regulated by the
divinelaw. This, neceflarily, carries in it an obligation
to all the moral fubjets, unto whom it is revealed, to
modify their conduél according toits requifitions. Thofe
who refufe to accept this rule, as the ftandard <f their
condudy civil, as well as religious, rebel againtt the au.
thority of the Moral Governor, and are in greatdanger
of incurring bis fevere judgments. Itis the duty of
thofe, who would wifh to bear a true and faithful tefti-
mony for Jefus, to be very cautious of doing any act,
which may implicate them i the criminality of rebelling
againft Gop. * Say ye not a confederacy,’” &c. Though
Gon may fpare long, yet he « will avenge bimfelf of
his adverfaries”’ ‘Thoughhe is the Lorb Gon, mer-
ciful and gracious, long-fuffering, and flow to anger,
yet he will by no means clear the guilty. e will not
fuffer « bis glory to be given to another, nor his praife
to graven images.’’

2. Of examination.

Let us enquire, how we have attended to thefe very
important concerns. Have we been endeavouring, a-
" midft all our difficulties, to be found faithfui ? When
worldly concerns, and the enjoyment of civil privileges,
and offices in the ftate, come in competition with the
honour of lnimanuel, have we abandoned them, for the
gaule of our Head and Lord ? Have we revolved in our
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minds, the charalter which Chrifi gives of the real dif.
ciple ? « If any man (fays he) would be iy difcipl,
let him deny himfelf, and take up his crofs and foliow
me.”” If, therefore, my brethren, ye would be follow-
ers of Jefus, felf-denial is indifpenfably neceffary. Did
%/ou calculate the coft, when you embarked in his caufe ?
ft may coft you much, but he will reimburfe your ex-
pences, for he fends none on a warfare at their own char-
ges. In a word, have you been refolving, like Ruth,
ihe Moabitefs, with her mother-in-law, in following the
teftimony of Jefus : ¢ whére thou goeft, Iwill go—thy
people fhall be my peopley, and thy God my God.”” &c.
3. Of confolation,

T'hough the wheels of the reformation-chariot move
but flowly on ; though the vifion wait ; yet, let not your
expeflation fall.

Though *t tarry, wait for it. Gobp’s word is pled-
ged, that it fhall come at the appointed time, and fhall
not tarry longer.  "The time draws near, when the ma-
giftratical and the minifterial power, fhali be eftablithed
upon a fcriptural bafds. If. xlix. 23. « King: jhall be
thy nurfixg fathers, ard their queens thy nurfing mo-
toers.’”>  And though we fhould not live to fee thofc hap-
py days, yet, provided we are faithful witnefles, the
time is coming, when, from the towering {ummit of
Mouat Zion above, we fhall behold the kingdoms of
this world become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his
Chrift.  Theugh we may be preflcd with many difficul-
ties, and encompafled with the moft embarrafling cir-
cumftances, while running our Chriftian race, and % pref-
Sing towards the mavk for the prize of the high calling
of Gob, ‘n Chriff Frfus ;> what are all thefe difficuities,
comparcd with thofe jays unfpeakable, and full of giory,
which fh21! be revealed in us * ‘

Thougn we fhouldy in Divine ¥rc.idence, be called
to feal the teflimony with sur blood, Jefus has promifed,
“avhen thou paffeft through tie 1vaters, I will be with
thee, nather fhall the flisds overfloww thee ; when theu
walkeft ihrough the firzy toon jhalt vet te busnt, neither
Shall the flames bindle wpon thee””  And when ke has
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led us to the end of our journcy, he will make us pillars
in the temple of cur Gob, to go no more out,
4. Of rebute.

This may be addrefled to the three following deferip-
tions :

Firfl, ‘To thofe, who, like Gallio, care for none of
thefe things. There is a woe pronounced upon thofe
who are at cafe in Zion. Gov will rank the neutralifts
among his enemies.  « They who are not for us, are a-
gainft us.”>  ‘They are involved in the fame curfe with
thofe who are found in open hoftility. judg. v. 23,
¢ Curfe ye Meroz, (faith the angel of the Lord) curfe
ye bitterly the inbabitants thereof 5 becaufe they came not
to the belp ¢f the Lord, to the belp of the Lord againft
the mighty.”’

Second. To thefe, who are oppoled to reformation.
Let fuch confider, they are fighting againft Gep, and
that they are in danger of being confumed by the fire of
his indignation, ¢« Who would fet the briers and thorns
againft me in battle, (faith the Lord).J would go through
them, I would burn them together.”” Behold the Lord
is a man of war | Beware of rufhing on the thicic bofles
of Jchovah’s buckler. - Thefe who are found in the cha-
ralter of enemies, have reafon to fear left the Lord fhould
confume them with the breath cf his mouth, and with
the brightnefs of his coming.

Third. To pretended friends. The wounds are con-
fidered as receiving additional pcignancy, from the cir-
cumftance of being infiited in the houfe of one’s friend.
From open enemies, nothing but hoitility is expected.
Had it been an enemy, [2id the Plalmift, I could have
borneit. Let f{uch as profe(s {riendfhip to reformation,
and, at the fame time, fap its {oundation, rememter,
that they will be confidered equally inimical, {if not
worfe) as thofe, who, with axes and hammers, break
down the carved work. Let {uch remember that affec-
ting qucftion, ¢ Bctrayeft thou the fon of man with a
K{’/} ?” :

5. Of exhortation.
From the whole, my brethren, be admonifhed to be
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careful and confcientious in keeping thele ordinunces pure
and entire, ‘To this I would cxhort you all : —By the
example of the faints—< Go forth Ly the fostfieps of the
fock.””  Being encompafled about with {8 grear a cloud
of witneffes, lay afide everv weight, and the fins that
do moft eafily befit you.

By your covenant obligation. Y uu have fworn al-
legiance to Gob.  After fulemin vows, dare not to make

enquiry.,

By the obligation of the Jivine law.  This binds zli,
unto whom it comes. Y our heathen neighbours, in the
forclt, will rife in judgment ag2inft you, and concemn
you, fhould you neglect this unerring ruie.

By the law of nature, This requires us to receive
the divine law, as the rule and ftandard of all our alions.

By your relatienfhip to Gobp.  If he is our mafter,
fhould we not fear him ? If he is our father, fhould we
not honour him ?

By the incomparable price, a crowa of immortality.
“ Be thou faithful untothe death, and I will give thee
a crown of life.””—A crown of fulvation—a crown of
eternal glory.  Remember we ae told, that eye hath not
feen, norear heard, nor hath the heart of man conceived
its excellence and glory.  Araen,
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A Sermon on Covenanting.

e

o

Exopus x:z. 2

£ am tbe Lorp your Gon.

OUNT Sinai was a barren, rugged rock,
| {urrounded with an howling wildernc{s. It was,
nuumlly, of little confequence. Itderived all its ccle-
brity from the circumftance, that it was f{eleted by
Gonb, as the theatre upon which he was pleafed to ex-
hibit the moft tremendous difplays of dlvm.. majefty,
ever witnefled by mortal men. From the craggy fum-
mit of ihis Arabian mount, as the Supreme Legiflator,
he proclzimed his law to the aitonifhed 1lfraelites, ac-
companied with fcenes of the moft awful fublimity.
Not long before this memorable occafion, veiled in a
cloudy pillar, he had brought Ifrael out of Egyptian
bondage, making the briny deep fly bhitier and thither,
that the ranfomed of the Lorp might pafs through with
fafety, The better to organize them into a feparate
community, from Sinai’s flaming top, with voice of
deep-toned thunder, he announced the preccpts of the
decalogue, a tranfcript of his moral perfections.

It has been a fubjedt of conf:derable controverfy, whe-
ther the divine oracles, publithed from Sinai, exhibited
the covenant of grace, or the covenant of works, or a
national covenant between Gobp and Ifrael.  This dif-
pute, may, however, be compromifed without much
difficulty. When we confider the ten conumandments,
as ufthercd in with fuch dreadful and tremendous thun-
dersy and {anQioned with fuch heavy and awful pena]-
ties, they sppear evidently to be a re-exhibition of the
covenant of works, that the Ifrachites might be alarmed
to flee from it, to him, who had magnified this law, and
made 1t honourable.  So auguft and terribic was the
manifcftation of the divipe m:i.u/, that Mofes himfelf

il
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faidy ¢ [ ewceedingly fear and quak:”’ Heb, xii 21,
Whm we confider tte ten commandments, as founded
on the preface, viz. “ fam toe LoRD your GOD, who
Erought you out of the lard of Eg pt,” &, and lad up
in the ark, which was typical of the blefled Jefus, and
.zrcompanied with the fscrifices, and ather ceremonies,
conficcred in their evangelical fignification;; there appears,
evidently, a declaration of the covenant of grace, and
the divine law embofomed therein as a rule of life,y in
the hand of the Mediator.  The terms of this covenant
are, doubtlefs, cvangelical Privilege is made the foun-
datnon of duty and morai obligation. I am the Lorp
xr (Gop, therefore, ye aie bound to obey my com-
-mandmﬂnts. But the teno- of the old covenant requi.
red duty, as the foundation of privilege ; keep my co-
venant, that I may be your Gop. When we confider,
that a confcieatious obfervance of thofe laws was necef-
fary to {ecure a happy entrance into Canaan, and a peace-
ful refiderce therein, we may denominate them a na-
tional covenant between (30D and Ifracl,

When Gobp anncunces himfelf to be our Gop and
Lorp, it neceflarily impofes the firmedt obligation to
lay hold upon his covenant, and {folemnly engage to be
hia people.  Hence, fay the peamen of the Shorter Ca-
techifin, when fpeaking of the preface to the decalogue,
< becaufe Gop 1s the Lord, and our (101), tierclore,
we are bound 1o keep all his \commandments. That a
national covenaiit was here entered into, by Ifruel, to
ferve the l.orD, is plainly evident, not only from the
confideraticn, that the covenant of grace is here enunci-
ated, and obligation eftablifhed upon the footing of pri-
Vilegbes ; butaifo, from the folew:n adt of the Jewifh fo-
ciety, 1n binding themfelves to the performance of duty,
< All that the 1.LorRD hath Sfbekeny we will do’ Al
unto whom this revelation 1s made, are pound, by their
relationfhip to Gep, as his moral fubjeéts, to avouch
him as their LorD, and f(:lcmnly ¢ngage to the perform-
ance of the duties which hie requires 1n his lJaw., In ehe
illuftration of this {ubjedt, 1 fhall
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1. premife a few obfervations, preparatory to a far-
ther elucidation.  And,

1. Gop, the Father, San, and Spirit, is the Hu-
preme Governor of the univerfe,

2. Ail authority, o bind the confeiences of rational
beings, iz, natvrally, neceflarily, and independently,
in him, He, alone, 1s Suprews Lord of the confcience,
and hath left i fice from the doérines and co nmand-
ments of men, whica are, in any thing, contrary to the
divice law,

3. Gobp delegates a {ubordinate authority to rational
beings, in the various departments of life, to perform
alls of [elf-government, correfponding to their refpec-
tive relations,  Prov. xvi. 32. Butter 15 ¢ be that ru-
leth bis fpirit, than he that tateth a ciiy.” Toevery
adulty 10 the poticiion of rezfon, he deputes a power to
engage, bind, or oblige himielf, by promifes, vows,
oaths or covenants, to act as becometh hiis relation and
charaller in life. |

4. The fubj.cls of this delegated authority, arecither
individuals or corporations.  T'he lacteris confidered as
a moral perfon ; can make contraéls, is capaole of {imi-
lar obligatuns, and can plead and be impleaded in law,
2s well as the former,  As phyfical perlons are fubje&l
to increafe and diminutiop, by eating and cuinking, and
the neceflary evacuasions of the wniinal economy, with-

ut affelting theic (adividual paifonality 5 fo, corporaa
tions, or meral peifons, are lofing old, and recaving
n2w members 3 and yet, their moral perfonality remains
unimpatred.  That thefe two kinds of paln: are bath
fubj=&s of moral oblization, is sbundandy evident from
fcripture. For the firff, fee I'fl exix. 1c6. * [ have
Jworny and I will perform it For the fecond, fec

{on xix, 18, ¢ Five cities V,@ax’/ﬁcrar to the Lorp qf
Hopls”

5. This dclegated authority, cannot 1nterfere with the
rcquifitions of the divine Jaw. Gop canasot depute a-
ny {uch authority to his creatures,  Ther rights and Ji-

ertics, are imited by the unerring ftandard of redtitude,
which be has prefcibed.  If any obligation be enterzd



(¢8)

into, or any command given, contrary to this facred rule,
it is, in its nature, null and void. Toallow that any man
might impofe an obligation, either upon himfelf, cr o-
thers, repugnant to the divine law, would be exalting
mortal man above the Sovereign of the univerfe,

6. As no depuied authority, derived from Gop, can
increafe the fupreme and infinite authority, which he hath
m himfelf; fo, nofelf-engagement of curs, canincreafe the
ebligation of his moral Jaw, or makea commanded du-
ty, in its nature, more obligatory. Neverthzlefs, all
lawful engagements have a voluntary, felf-binding otli-
gation, {uperaddcd, whereby the perfon, who negleéts the
duty, or tranfgrefles the law, to which he thus engages,
is more criminal, than he would otherwiie have been.

7. The divine iaw, is the foundation of the duty of
covenanting. It isinit, that we are authorifed tc bind
ourfelves. It gemands certaiw duties of us, and re-
quires the adoption and ufe of all lawful means to pro-
mote their performance, Among thefe means, it fug-
gefts and commands that of covenanting, as an ordi-
nance well calculated to hedge us in from immorality,
and limulate to the performance of commanded duty.,
But, tue requifition of the divine Jaw, or the morality of
the dutv, is not the formal rezfon of covenant cbiigation,
The parfenal, or reprefeniative &%, of the jurant.is ta
only feramal reafory vwhyba thing Hwoni to 1s binding,
as a covenant drty. ihe things reguired by the divips
law, are binding upon atl men, in their reficétive fiz.
tions, as moral dutics,  Whatever, therefure, the o
rality of the duty is, the rezfon of, mult be conimon (0
all. But covenanting is not common to all, but confi-
ned to a few : therefore, the morality of the dutyis not
the formal reafen of couvenant obligation.

8. 'Thereis, therefore, an intrinfic otiigativn in cove-
nants, «ylincl, though not fepargble, from thz divine
law. That thefe obligations are not feparable from the
divine law, is evident. (1.) Becaufcitis by the moral
law, that we are sxthorifed to make covenants, (2.) It
ts in the moral law, that ve are regvired to make them.
(3.) Itis in the moral law, that we are commanded to per-
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form them, when made. ‘T'hey are diftin&.  Things
may be fo, though not feparable.  Gravity and exten-
fion are diftin@, though, in all materia] fubflances, they
are infeparable.  Juflification and {anétification are dif-
né, though not feparable. In like manner, the obli-
gation of a covenaut, and the obligation of the mora)
Jaw, arc diftint, though infeparzble. Were there noin-
¢rinfic binding obligation in a vow Or covenani, the di-
vine law could no more hind or ublige us to perform them,
than ' the laws of tizz United States could oblige vs to
pay a bond, which coatained nothing but cyphers.  But
this will Jead, tn the

[1. head, to fizte the difference between this f.1f-obli-
gation, which arifes from covemanting, and the previous
obligation of the moral law. And,

1. (Gop, in his law, binds us by hisown authorita-
tive command. Deut. xii, 32. ¢ e thing frever i
command you, o3ferve 19 da it : thax Palt not add to 1t,
nar diminifp from it In our vows, we bind ourfclves,
by our ewn veluntary ach. Nunib, xxx. we arein-
formed, the jurant biads hinfeif. His act is denomina-
ted his oin bond, &c. Hence, they are cailed or vaws,
our bands, our eathsy, &<, becaufz e make them, in
the exercilz of that obligated authority, which w2 bold
from Gop, the Moral Governor, to be empluyed ta
fubfervicney to his glory.

5. Both the matter, and marnner, of our ecgzgeracnts,
or cevenants, thouid be {crupuloufly examined. it
Thefl. v. 21. % Prove all things.” T'his examina-
tion ought to be condudted, by the unerring ftandard of
re€itude. Il vitn 20, ¢ Vythe latv ari to th: t,ﬂ;'..
mony s 177 tocy [hrak it ceoavding t3 1005 Wirdy 1t 15 be-
canfe there is malicht in theni” Dut, thexamine, whe-
thor what we know to bethe law of Gob, beright or
wrong, 1s blafphemous prefumption,  Fo quelbion its
re€tituds, would be arraizaing the QOumniporent at the
tribunal of carnal reafs. Whao is bis favw muft be
pochry beiner o picturs OF Ris mora) nature, the udimate
A tard ¢ Al pedeaehs and perfocdion,

' Tenze G5, Gon’s biw Linds
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us to perfe&ion, in thought, word, ard deed, be we never
fo incapable of maintaining it. Our inability cannot
nullify Gop’s juft claim, nor make veid the fupreme
authority of hus law. That man thould, by finning,
procurs an indulgence to fin with impunity, would fet
fin above Gop, and empower it to nullify his inalien-
able claims.  The law of Gon Rill binds as much te
perfection, as it did before the fall. The cormmand of
our Saviour, Mat, v. 48, is, “ Be ye alfe perfed.”’
But vows and covenants bind only to a confeienticus
petformance of thar, which is in our power. Neither
may any man bind himf{elf to perfeclicn; for this would
be binding him[if to perform that, to which he knew
hinfelf perfe@ly inadequate, and which the word of
Gop informs us, no mere man on carth ever attained.
Rom. ili. 10, & There is none righteousy ney net one.”
Would net this be perjury 7 No vow or covenant ought
to be made, which, by the grace of Gom enabling us,
we cannot fully keep,  In PL xliv. 17. the church de-
clares, « Al this 15 come upon us, yet have we not for=
Jaken thee, nor deal: falfely in thy covenant.”” But, had
covenants bound the jurants to perfe&ion, no church, or
member of a church, while on earth, could ever have
faid fo.

4. Gop’slaw binds to perfe@ion for cver. It will
be the eternal rule of rectiiude, regulating our relation
to Gop, the Morzl Geovernor. Pf, exi. 7. 8. « A/
bis commandments are fure, they fland fafl for ever and
ever.””  ‘The fubftance of them fhall exift, even in the
manfions of irmmortality ; binding angels and men in
love to Gob, and to one another. But vows and cove-
nants are cbligatory only in this prefeus lifes. They
are intended as auxiliaries, well calculated to promote ho-
linefs and fan&tification ot charalter. But, at death,
thefe attain pericticn in the realms of blifs; thevefore,
thefe auxiliaries are unneceflary. In hell thev
can be of no fervice, for from thence there 1s nc
demption, |

5. They differ in this, that the divine law iz a » /e
of allion, in every department of life.  To thisrul {1 al’
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every aftion be brought, and by this, fhall its quality
be tried and judged. Rom. ii. 32. « 45 many as have
Jfinned in the I,aw, fhall be juuged by the law.’ Buta
covenant 1s not properly any new rule of aclion, {unlefs
in matters previoufly indiffcrent) but is rather a new
cbligation, or bond, fuperadded by our own voluntary
a&t and deed, it: which we folemnly declare, that we will
confcientioufly perform that duty, which the divine law
previoufly required.

6. The law of Gep binds all men, be they whe they
may, and whether they wili or not. We cannot con-
ceive of a rational creature;, under no obligation to love
(Gop and his neighbour. This is the effence of the mo-
ral jaw. All men are the fubjells of Heaven’s Al.
mighty Ruler, and can no more be exempted from the
obligation of his law, than they can elope from his do-
minions. But covenants bind cnly thole who have en-
tered inic than, cither perfonally, or by reprefentation,
With refpedl to thole, who enter perfonally into covenant,
I prefume their obligation will be quclioned by bus few,
With retpect to thofe, who enter into covenant, reprefes-
tatively, it is not fo generally admitted. 1 fhall, there-
[ore, endeavour, in the

1I. head, to thew, that vows and covenants may be
binding, allb, en thofe, who enter into them by reprefen-
tation,

We fhall not, in this inveftioation, avail ourfelves
of the covenant made between Gep and Adam, in which
all the buman race were reprefented 5 though this proves,
tc a demonftration, that there is nothing improper in the
nature of the thing, Iut as it may be objelted to, as
being a fingular and extracrdinary cafe, we thall cen.
deavour to feleét fuch inflances, as are not liable to this
objeCtion,  And,

1. Wehave an inftance of a covenant made by Gon
with Noah, which recoginizes pofterity. Gea. ix. g.
“ Behold, (faith the High and Lotty One) I eflablijh
my covn nant with you, and with ypur feed after vou”’

z. Another inftance, is that of the Abiakamic cove-
nart. Geen, xvite 7. ¢ Aud & will effalli/h my covenant
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{(aith GoD) between ine and thee, and thy feed aficr
thee, in their generarions, for an ever /(yimfr COVENINL }
to be a Gob unto theey, and thy feed after thee””  This
was not only zn exhibition of the covenant of grace,
but alfo a covenant of property grafted thereupon, im-
pemnﬁ, that his feed thould be very numerous, and have
Canazn for their isheritance, P cv. x1.  The rela-
tionfhip of Abraham’s feed tothis covenant, was remem-
bered and recognized by Gep, to thoufinds of genera-
tions. PI. cv. 8, And the promiffary part of it, both in
a fpiritual and temporal point of view, is, by the apoftic,
aflerted, as belonging to them. Ats ii. 3q.

3. The covenant made with Jacob, Gen. xxviii. 14,

alfo proves ihis pofition.  When travelling to Padan
Aram, in the vifion of the night, Gobp covenanted to
give untc him, and his feed, all the land of Canaan.
"T'his may be confiderad, as a renovation of the covenint
made with his grandfather Abraham. This covenant is
- caded, by his pe wf’rerity, more than z thouland years af-
ter that period. See Holl xii. 4. where they recognize
their ohligation, by that tranfaclion, in Bethel.

4. We have another inftance of this kind, Gen. 1.
24. in a covenant made between Joteph and the reft of
the children of 1frael, refpeéting his bones.  Thais they
found themfulves (}bawed te: fulfil, two hundred years af-
ter, as we are nmrrmd Exod. xiii. 19. ¢ Arnd Mofes
f2o4 1he ’;')JM‘ of Fofepls with bmz, Jor he bad fira:tly
fwom the cbildven of Iracly faying, Gobp /’m///zn ely

L0t yoiay and ye fhali mnj my bones up hence.””  This
g ..h aiica was not impofed upon them, capriciouly, by
Jm vl &8 might, perhaps,be alledged, fecing it was a mat-
ter of indifference where his hanes lav. It was an evidenice
of Jofiph’s own faithin (:; on’s promif, “ GGoD (fays
he) ,mlzfur»zy vijit )au It was alio calculated to
ftrengihea the faith ot the oppreficd brick-makers, that
Gob would e day bring them to the land, concerning
wivch he had fworn to their fathers. H“nc we rgc.u
Fich, xi. 22, « Dy fazt/a Tofepiry awhben b m.// mfzd,,

mention of the departing 'f the cmulrmq/ ]/;aﬂ, avd
pave commandment concesning bis hones,”’
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. We have another ftriking example, in which the
nbinranon of a covenant remgmzes pofterity, in Deut,
v. 2, 3. Mofes thus addrefls the Ifraclires: « The
LorDp cur Gop made a covenant with us in Hareh:
the LLORD made not this covenant with onr fathers, (on-
ly) out with us, even us, who are all of us bere alive
this dey””  There are feveral things herey particularly
worthy of nrotice.

Firfl. That this Sinaic covenant was mmade but a few
weeks aiter their departure from Egypt. See L xod.
XiX. 1. where we are informed, thar it was in the third
month, viz. Sivan, they Havmfr Jeft Egypt in the firft,
vize the month Abib. ~ Sccond, That of thof>, whom
Mofes naw addrefled, none had perfonally covcnantcd at
Sinaiy fave Caleb, the fon of Jephunneh, and Jothua,
the fon of Nunj; fre Numb, xxvi. 6, 66, The reft
of the adults bad all died in the wildernefs,  Third.
That it is now the eleventh month, of the fortieth year
of their peregrinations in thz wil: *cmcfs. Deut. i. 3.
Fourth, That thofe, wham Mof:s now addrefics, muftbe
of the three following deferiptions, namely @ (1.) Thofe
who were minors at the tranfaétion on Sinu, and fo
incapable of covenanting perfonally for themfelves ; and
(2.) Thofe who were horn after that tranfallion, (3)
Calebh and Tothua Aﬁ% thing, wortay nf potes, {35,
that, nmtwnhﬂandmn all thof: were dead, with whom
the covenant was permnaﬂv made, fave two; yet Mo-
fes exprefsly declares, that this covepant was not mads
~ with their fathers only, but with ws, (f2ys he) ever with
usy who are all of us here ulive hn day. Does not this
prove, to ademonftrationy that they were bound in the
cbligation of their anceftors ?

6. We have another example fuil in point, in the re-
novation of this fame Sinaic covenant, {Jeut, xxix. 1C,
15. where Mofes addrefles the whole congregation, w?*o
were all aflembled, from the hewor of VvOOd and the
drawer of water, to the hig! eﬁ captain and oﬂtcer i
the camo : even the hittle ones are f)em hed,  He cells
upon them to renew the covenant wnh the Lonrp, tha
fo they might be cftablifhed in the land; whithzr they
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wznt, to poffcfs it. ¢ Neither with you only, (fays he)
de I maoke this covenant, and this oath : but with bim
alfo that flandeth bere with us this day; before the
Lorw eur Gob, and alfo with him that is not here with
us this day.””  This covenant is evidently mad. botwesn
Gop and three differert defcriptions of people.  T'wo
of thefe are prefent, and the cther abfrnt. The fir/?
defeription of thefe covenantersy are afults, unto whem
Mofes addrcfies himfelf: « Nelther wwith yeu only,”
&e. The fecond, are minors, who, though prefent, 2refpo-
ken of, as being incapable of engaging, perfonally, in that
tranfaclion ; and are reprefented as only « flanding with
them””  The third, mult refpe@ children yet unborn,
who 2re fpoken of as being abfent.  Thefe could not
refer to any of the congregetion then in being, for the

were every cne nrefent: yet with all thefe charadlers,
rafpectively, was this covenant folemnly made,

7. Another inftince occurs, in the covenant made be-
tween Jofhua and the princes of the congregation, on
the one fide, and the Gibeonites on the other,  Ses Jof.
1X. in chapter thiouphout, This leegue, made by
Jofhua, and recopnized and ratified by the princes, was
obligatory, bot only vpon the congicgation then exifs
tag, but alfo upon their poflerity,  Betwceen four and
Ttve Lusidred vears after this tranfadtion, the children of
livact were vifited with a fevere famine, in the days of
David. 24 Sam. xxi, . when they enquirc at the
£.0R D, they are peintedly told, ¢ That it was for Saul,
ard for nis blasdy houfe, becanfe be lew the Grbeanites.”
Ploreover, in e fecond verfe, there is a recognition of
hat very covenant, and their breach of itis ftated as the
formal ground of the divine Ccifpleafure. Had it not
Been for the covenant engagement, their condu& would
not have been imputed to them as a tranfareflion; for
thele Gibeonites belonged to the feven nations of Caw
naan, the cup of whofe iniquity was fuily and whorn
Gob had otherwife devoted to deftruction.

8. Anaother flriking nftance of covenant obligation
being  tranfmitted to pefterity, is to be found in Jof.
Xie 10, % The houfe 6f Ifracl, and the heufe of Fudah,



( 95)

have broken my covenant, which Iixade with their fa-
thers,”  Now, it s plain, had this covenant been in no
{enfe made with them, b) reprefntation in their fathers,
they could nover have been ciurceid with the breach of
it.  {sop charpes nens with breach of covenant, maide
au o ir tathore, sut thefe wao have really covenanted in
their fathers: bt he charges the children of Irac] with
breach of covenant made with their fathors, tn the rext
aliudcd tay thercforey the children of Livael hed rea’ly
covenanted 1 their fithors,

9. This pofinen s abic evident fiom the & -Qring of in-
fant baptifm.  E-tween the parent a-d ehild tierc s a
reprefentative identity, fo, that whatever 1s done by the
parent, tn this rep:c{.nunve charadter, 15 virtually done
by the childy and then the dred of the one becomes obli-
gatory upon the other.  1f this be denied, infant bap-
tifm is altogether ulelefs,  Faither the child, when
come to matwiity, is bound by the oblizations luid upon
the futher, or he is not, If heis bound) thae s the
thing contended for.  If he is not, the bapufin is ufelefs,
as it wants what is effential to a facrame nt, viz. oblia
gation, or ¢ engagement to be the Lord’s.””  Heoushe,
of courfe, to have the erdinance adminiftered to i, as
an adult. If, thercfore, the do&irine of covenant rb-
ligation being tranfmitted to poft=rity, by reprefentation,
be UCRI~.d, infant baptifim falls to the ground,

. This doétrine s 2liorecognized by the civil prac.
tice a\f maakind, in bonds and ‘indentures. Thef: ars
allywed tobind the heirs of the perfons md.‘mmg. Thc

objuﬁt.(m efually made to this, viz. ¢« That the obli:r:
tion arifss from the perfons coming in to poff fs the in-
heritance of the doceafid 5 buty fhould they ddcliin 2l
intereit in the eltate, the obhization could not exter. lto
them,” is eafily fetafide.  Admirnns it for a moanee,
then the c},sldrcn, or poftesity, who choofl: toiieric the
religions citate of their anceftors, arey confiain 1y,
bound. Butis it mersiy eptional, whether they roecive
l’ze isheritance or not P Kither thew rodigious eftir: o o
irates with the divine law, or it do2s rot. Lo s

=
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Lound to receive it.  Dut, if it be agreeable to the divine
law, we are bound, at our peril, to accept the inheri-
tance, and endeavour to tranfniit ity with improvements,
to fuccceding cenerations.  When Gob eftablifhied his
teftimony in lfrael, he charged the fathers to fhew it to
their pofterity. PPl lxxviii. 5.

ri. ‘Thisis further evident, from the generaly I had
aimoft faid univerfal, praltice of civil communities.
National decds are confidered as obligatory, not only on
the generation exifting, when the thing is tranfadted, but
alfo on their pofterity.  Suppofe, for exampic, that the
United States had borrowed one million of dollars from
the court of Verfailles, during the late ftruggle with
Britain, which debt, through certain national embarrafl-
fa.ntsy, fhould remain unliquidated for fifty years to
come. The generation, for whofe immediate exigen-
cies the moricy was borrowed, would be then nca?ly
all extinét, Would the generation, then exifiing, be
under any moral obligation to make payment ? If they
would, who bound them ¢ if they would not, where is
national faith ? In thefe matters, nations and individuais
come under the fame cenfideration. Moral engagements
arc ubligatory on individuals, either while they live, or
until the articles unto which they engage, are fulfilled,
" he fame is the cafe with focicties or nations.  They
centinte bound, till every article of the bond is fulfil-
led.  If the bond contemplates accidental debts, fuch as
the one above mentioncd, the cbligation may be tempo-
ravy, and termiinates with jts liquidation.  If it con-
tempiates thole debts which are neceffury, and infepara-
ble from cur exiftencey its obligation is perpetuel.  OF
this kind 2re rehiginus bonds and coverants, which con-
temnplate the dutics reeuwed by the divine law, and
which neceflazily bind vs, from cur relatioi to the Moral
Goverror. In the cafe of an individual, thefe bonds
are obligatory threugh Iife : 1nthe cale of a communi-
tv, while it coitinues to exift,  But, as all bonds and
covenants are not perpetuaily binding, it will be proper,
in the

1V, herd, tofaew fome 27 the things which are n:.
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ceflary to conflitute perpetual obligationl  And,

1. The partics contraching, ma:ft be perinanent.  Je
will fcarce be neceflary to fuge ety herey that this perma-
nency is to be undirftood in a rilctive and lunieed fenfe,
N.tonal focicties aad corporations cany in no other
fcofs, be called permanent. It mufl; thereforey upon
the largeft ca.culationy be limited by the duration of
this warld,  In the world to come, they fhall have no
national or corporate exiftence.  Permanency is attri-
buted to them, becaufe their exiitence is continued from
gencration to generation 5 and in this fenfe, they are faid
not to die.  Beyond thefe limits, the duration of nation-
al contraéls caanot extend; for, this would be length-
ening out obligatioa beyond the exiftence of its fubje&s,
Such focieties and corporations, are fit fubjells of per-
pstual obligation, in the fenfe already explained.  And
when the bend contemplates cutics of 2 moral, and,
conizquently, of a permanent natuse, they wiil be bound
as long as they continue to exift under thefe characters,
In honds and csvenants of this nature, while focictics
are vound in their focial capacity, during their focial ex-
t{tence, individuals are bound in their individual capaci-
ty. during their individual exiftence in this world, whe-
ther as members of that community, or any other.  As
Jong, thercfore, as the national focietics of Britain and
Ireland continue to exift, and G oD remains uachange-
able, they will be under covenant obligation to perforin
- the dutics required by the moral law.

2. ‘T'he matter muft be morzl. The matter of hu-
man condudl, as it refpeéls the divine law, is confidered,
by moralifts, as being cither rigbty wrong, or inaiffer-
ext. What is.wrong, though fworn to, can ncither
bind the jurant himfelf, norany wbom he reprefents.  To
that which is imf"ﬂ’rent, a perfon may bind himfelf, and,
when bound, ought to perform, though it fhould be
produldive of patural cvil to him. Pf. xv. 4. But,
oblizations to thing< merely indifferent, caniot be tranf-
mitted to pollerity. Whenever we find examples in
cipture, of thinesy in themflves ino fforent, bring
bouied vpan poltirity, there 2ie conpectd with them,

~
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certain circumftances calculated to promote helinefs and
farn&ification of charalter, which diveft them, for a
time, of this indifferent nature. This, we prefume,
was the cafe, in the inftance of Joleph’s binding the
children of Ifrael to carry his bones to the land of pro-
mife, 2s mentioned above. But fuch things are not
perpetually binding ; and being, in their nature, change-
able, vary with the change of thofe circumflances which
fuggefted them. Thofe things, therefore, in themfelves
right, and thofe alone, can properly conftitute the mat-
ter of perpetual obligaticn, The dutics required by the
moral law, are permanent, and, as moral duties, are ob-
ligatory, antecedently to all covenanting ; and will be
eternally binding on all rational {ubjelts, when the duty
of covenanting fhall ceafe to exift. Such we confider
the duties, conteined in the Covenants National and
Solenin League of Britain and Ireland. If there is a-
ny thing in thefe inftruments, of a circumftantial nacure,
we admit it may very with the circum{tances which
preduced it: but whatever ic moral, will remu.in as per-
manent as thefe nations, and as unchangeable as the
great Legiflator.

2. The end muft bz gond, and that perpetually. The
ultimate end of all our altions, ought to be the glory of
Gob; and, fubordinate thereto, our enjoyment of him
here,.and hereafter.  Without this ingredient, no a&ion
can be formally goed, 1n the fight of Gop, becaufe, it
wants one of thefe eflentials, whicli his law requires,
Thus, though Jehu's removing of the worthippers of
Baal was materially good, being, in the matter of it,
what G oD commended ; yet, 2s his end was {elf-aggran-
dizement, and not the glory of (3op, his condudt will
not ftand in she baiances of the fan&uary.  JThus, Hcf.
i. 4. Goo threatens, that he ¢ will avenge the blood of
Fezreel upon the boufe of Febu” The end, therefore,
muft be, fupremely the gliry of Gob, and fubordinate
thereto, the good of focietv, and the means fuch as he
himfelf has prefcribed.  That thefe are the oftenfible
ends which our anceftors in Britain and Ir:lard had in
view, will be afcertained from the inltruments them.
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felves. See the National Covenant, where the cnds
propofed, are, « For dsfence of the truc religion, as
“it was then reformed, and is exprefled in the Confef-
“ fion of Faith, which had been for many ycars, with a
“ blefling from Heaven, preached and prof:fied in this
“ kirk and kingdom, as Gon’s undoubted truth, groun-
“ded caly upon his written word,  And for inzintain-
“ing the king’s majefty, his perfon, and eftote,” And
in the Solemn League and Covenant, the Covenanters
thus exprefs themfelves: « Having before our cyes the
“glory of (0D, and the advancemsnt of the kingdom
““ of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the honour and happinels of
“ the king’s mejeity, and the true public Libzrty, fatity,
“and peace of the kinydoms, whercia every oae’s pri-
¢ vate condition is included.’””  ‘Thefe are the ends pru=
pofi 1 by our reforming uncefiors, when eatwiing into
folemn national engagements to Gobp.  T'nat many of
them were fincere, we have no right to queltion. Though
others dealt deceitfully with Gob, this no msore invali.
dates their national Jeed, required by the divine T4w,
than a member of congrefs voting for a bitiy with finifer
and malignant views, nuliifies its national obligaticn,
w'.on palled tnto 2 law.

4. 'I'he debt, the Huyment of which the boad or co-
venant contemplates, muit be perpetuals Ie can never
be dimimiflied by continual payments, or corne to finai
ternmination. [t contemplates our duty to Gop «nd to
man. ‘The time will never comz when this debt fhall
ceafe to be due. Love to Goo and ¢ nrizhbours
ought to be conftantly a paying, yet fhall never be finai-
Iy paid.  This is the debty fubiltantizlly confidered,
which thefe bonds of nerpetual obligation chicfly contem-
plate.  'This is the fum and fubftance of the nioral law.
From the intercourfe of mzn in [eciety, obligations of
a particular and adventitious nature; will frequentiv arifs.
The payment of th:{= is enjoined by the obligation of
the bond or covenant, now u.der confideration, as well
as by the moral law. But, when ] thel: are paid, tne
cbligation ftill remaius, to perform every duty, which
may arife out of every uzw contradt and rzlaticn in life.
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If the debt were not peninanent, asither couid the obli-
gation.  Au obifpation to pay, when theie 15 no parti-
cular oebi to be paid, 1s umntclhm‘n

5, The bongd muﬁ, either txplscum or by neceffary
imphcatmn, coricemplate pofterity.  When the national
deed refpects the confientious pericrmance of moral du
ties, boik to Gon and man, all are nationally bound.
Whee. will this obligation ceafe ? s not the moral law
unchangeable 7 Will it not continue *a be the rule re-
gu]atmg our relation to Gop, our Creator and LLorn?
Whether, ti.crefore, the obligation of pofterity be expli-
citly afferted, or not; the nature of the duties engaged
to, the exprefs command of Gorp, c‘r‘_;ommg the fiipula-
tion, and his charging future generations with the breach
thereczf neceffarily fuppole, that they are contemplated,
hy reprefentatamm, in their anceflors, Jer. xi. 30.  But,
i the covenants of cur ancefors, in Britain and Ireland,
there are claufes expreflive of perpetuity. In that arti-g
cle of the National (Covenant, {ubfcribed in the year
1638, they thus exprefs themfelveq « Being convine
“ced in our minds, and confufiing with cur mouths,
“ that the prefent and fucceeding ge mrationc in this land,
¢ are bound to keap the forefsid oath and fut:f: tien in-
“violable.” In the firft article of the Soliin Ih,ague,
they exprefs themfelves thus: ¢ That we, and cur pof-
“terity after us, may, as brethren, live in futh and
“love. And t}‘e [.orp may delight to dwellin the
“ midft of us.”  Audin article Afih; « We fhall en-
¢ deavour that they may renain coijandd in 2 firm peace
¢ and union, toall pefturity.”  Thus we find thefe co-
venants poflufs every thir g, which may be calculated to
extend their obhgatmn o fucce: «ing ages.  The con-
tralting parties, viz. (Gcp and the nation, are perma-
nent ; the matter is jult, being the very things required
by the divine law; theei?s are good, the 'Llory of Gop
and gocd of fociety; the debt flipulated to be paid,
though always a paving, can never be brought to a final
termination ; and our anccitors contemplated us, in ma-
king thefe engagzmients.  But, that it may appear that
this mean of promoting holinefs and fan&ification, is
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not peculiar to the Jewith difpcnfation, I fhall endea-
vour, 1n the .

V. head, to prove the mo.ality of this duty, in New
Teftament tirnes.  And,

1. Covenanting is a duty exprefily commanded in
feripture. PL Ixavic v € fow 1o he Lerb your
Gob, and pay”” It will te incumbent, thereiore, on
thofe wha deny its propricty, in New "T'eftament times,
to thew, that it is fomewhere abrogated. I know nn
other way it can be abrogated, but eitiicr by exprefs pre-
cept, approved example, or neceflury confequence.
Once ever it is demonfirated to be repealed, by any of
thefe modes, we fhall confider ouifelves bound to relin-
quith it, Till then, i.s oppofers willy at leaflt, cx-
cufe us.

2. Scripture prophecies, refpe€ing New Tellament
times, fpeak of it as a bleffiug, and privilege. ifai, xix.
18, ¢ In that day (namely, in the (ofpel difpenfation,
when the Gentile world fhall be called)} frve cities in ¢/
land of Egypt fhall [peak the langrage of Caxaan, and
fwear to the LorD of Hoffs,”? &c.  And,in the twen-
ty-firft verfe, when f{peaking of the progrefs of light
and information, among the Gentile converts, we read :
“ And the LoRD fhall be known to Egyst, and the E-
rystians fhall knew the 1LORD in that day, axd fhall ds
facrifice and oblation, yea, they fhall vow a vow unta
the Lorp, and perform it.”>  Here we find, engaging
in this duty fpoken of, as a confiderable attainment in
religious refarmation.

3. The New Teftamant, itfelf, recoguizes ity 2d Cor.
vii, 5. when the apofile is commending the liberality
of the church of Macedonia, and their willingnefe in
contributing to the exigencies of the paor faints ar Jerufa-
femny he fays, « This they didy not as we bspedy but fr/?,
gave their own {elves to the Lord, and unts usy by the 20/}
of (op.””  Here, we have not only the duty of cove-
nanting necefluily implicd, but we bave a1l a phrafeo-
logy, of the fame import with that ufed in Old Teflla-
went tumes,  Uhey gave themf:loes usito the Lord, and
vinto one anciher.  12oss covcha.zting involve any iy

1 2
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more, than laying hold of Gon’s covenait, and folemi-
Iy enga_ing, confcientioufly to perform all perfonal and
relative duties ! This tranfa&tion of the Macedonians,
cannot allude to their entering into church communion,
for they were inan organized capacity, previcufly to
this folemn a&.  Neither can it rcfpe@ facramental com-
n:union; which, though it involves cevenanting unto
Gop, could not be reafonably fuppofed to have exces.
ded the apoftle’s Lopes and expe&ations cencerning
themy, as raany of them believed, and chearfully embra-
C:‘?d the Gofpel. A&s xvil. 14. It muit, thercfore, In
ail probability, refpeét folemn focial covenanting, in
their organized church capacity.  The language of this
tranfaction, toall who would wifh tofellow the foot-
fteps of the fiocl s, of courle, % Go ye and da iike-
1'(72'/:4.”

4. It was a fpecial priviiege of the Jewifh church,
and 1t would be unreafonable to fuppofe thefe privileges
adridged, under the New Teftament difpenfstion. If
we have not this privilege itfelf, is there any thing come
in the room of it ? If there is, what isit? If there is
not, then the prefent difpenfation, in this particular,
is more limited than the Jewifh economy, though the
latter, in comparifon of the former, is denominated a
fyftem of ¢ beggarly elements” —-a difpenfation of ¢ dar«-
nefs, bendage, and terror.)”’

5. Its morality, in New Teftament times, fcems e-
vident, from the very nature of it. It involves an oath
of allegiance to Gop, as our Gop in Chrift Jefus.
"There is, furely, nothing typical in the words of the pre-
face to the ten commandments, When Gop declares
himfelf, in thefe words, to be the LORD our (Gob; does
not this imply an obligation on us, to avouch him, as
our Gop, andfolemnly engage to be his people 7 More-
over, to this purpofe, we read, in Hof. ii. 23. when
times of refrefhing are fent from the prefence of the
L.orD, and the people are difpofed to return to their al-
legiance to the Almighty, he declares, « I will fay to
them that were not my people, thou art my people; and
they fhall [ay, theu art my Gop,” If it be lawful to
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fwear allegiance to an carthly ruler, can it be unlawful
tc {fwear to the Ruler of the univeift? If one may do
this, may not two ? If two, why may not a thoufand
If nations may bind them fxlves 10 perform civil duties,
to individuals or communities, may they not bind them.
felves, alfo, to perform thof: duti-s, which they owe G
the Gon of heaven and carth.

0. ‘The duty of covennting is involved in the very
nature of the church’s relationto Gop, as a new cove-
nant Gop in Chrift Jefus, (Gop ftands related to her,
in the charalter of a }*uimvl Izl live 50 ¢ Thy Maker
is thy Hufband? Che {tands related to Chrift, and to
Gop in Chrifty in thc charadter of a bride, or fpoufe,
Hence, in ]uhn’s vilton, fhe is calied < the oride, the
Lamd’s wife””  'This relationthip is not confined to the
internal my{iical union, which takes pi;.ce in the hoeur
¢t converlion, but extends to, aind ciothes itfelf wnm,
external fignificant alls.  INor are thele peculiar to in-
dividuals, But common 10 [acietics, both great and (mal..
To thus purpofe, we read, Ifal Ixite 4. Thou fhalt
Wy inire be tevined, }37,;/:, Levsy meither /7) i/l thy land any
msre be icrimed, Defolate : but thou fhail be called H. p/y-
zi-bah, and rby lasd wa’“", Jorthe Lowvw delightct’y
z'rz z‘bee, 274 1y lu, JEal be marvicd”’ Nuw, how

a land can be married to (3ow, if national covenanting
b° deniedy 1 cumch, I cannot undoritand,

The u mty of ¢ w:nam;sw, ailowing it not o
be for..x: den, would judifly the pradlifing of it. Iiis
an excellent mean of promoting .:hmi», and m.&iﬁ
caticn of charafter. The cemmon, nay the almoft uni-
veilal pr:u”me, of mankind, in reguiring oaths, as the
higheit fecurity they can pofibiy « btmn, that witacfics
will be candid and tagenuous in attething the faéls which
are difputed, teltifies, that t‘*.ej conficer tiern caiculated
to promote truth.  "Iiuis is, @il the dodirine of rhe fa-
cred oracles. ¢ ,4/. orfb]ur confirinatica i the end o aii
firife,’”’ Ahu, it is were dikely e 3 will tdl the
truth, when thev cre folsmnly {worny {0 it is morg Litely,
that t! cle, who thus [Dlemn y engage to confvicntioufi (s
induty, will becareful o parformance. Ve are a3 prog
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to fin now-a-days, as the Jews were of old ; and, confe-
quently, ftand in as much need of being hedged in te
duty, and ftimulated to holinefs in life and converfation.

8. Gop has fignally countenanced thz performance
of this duty, by the outpourings of his buirit, preparing
thofe, who had thus devoted them{iives to his fervice,
to ftand the fiery trial.  Fle bas called cut a great cloud
of witneffes, engaged to him by covenant, to feal their
tetimony with their bloed, and has acknowledged them,
with teltimonials of approbationy even amidft the moft
excruciating torments. Nay we not {ay, then, refpec-
ting the manifeftations of divine favour to his honoured
martyrs, as Manozh’s wife {uid, upon the departure of
the angel, Judg. xiii. 23, ¢ ]f the L.ORD were pleafed
to kill us, be would not have recerved a burnt-offeiing
'm(l a meat-offering at our hzuds’ In like manner,
hai thefe covenants heen difp !e"]no to (Gop, would he
have fo finpularly countenaicid ! the ancr heers, when
dragged to tae iiakv or fc.u‘mlu, by thuir barbarous per-
fecutors,  Having endeavoured to fhew fome reafons of
the morality of covenan*mcr, in New Teftament times,
it may be proper, in the

VI. head, to mention fome of the timss and {eafons,
when Providence more particuiarly calls a nation, or
churchy afually and publicly, to ellny this duty.

Public focial co Venanting, ts not n jfated and urciz'nmy
duty, but, occafional and extraordizary.  In crcer duly
to afcertain the tives and feafons when tnis duty fn,’.}n*
be efiayed, it will be neceflary te pay 2ttention to the
occurrences of Divine Providsnce, which the zpproved
examples of the fuints may hzwe, as 1t were, confecra-
ted to thele p.rtncu.ar exercifes. A few of thefe fealons
we fhall now endeavour to coumcrates And,

1. A time of public humihation, for our ap(.xm:y from
Gob, 15 a fuitable feafon for engaging in this duty.
Thus, we are nformu, in J‘., l. 4, 5. ¢ /n t/)o]
daysy and at that time, /a,zf) the LLORD, the children of
]/mu, mu tee chddren of }'udnb, Jhall come torcther,
asing gnd westfury they Lok the Lovp their (vOD.
1”‘1" YA way to Lisny with their faces thither-
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ward ; faying. come and let us yoin . Nf:"z’f’f ta the LORD,
1% npﬂrprmal covenant, that f2allnet b firgotten,” Deep

fenfibility, on account of ‘m, and confzfion of guilt and
iniquity before (30D, are fuitable to, and ought to be con-
comitants of, thele iﬁ»lcmu exercifes,  Sech a feajon, and
fimilar exercifes, accompanicd the cenovation of the Sinai

covenant, as recorded Deut. xxix. near the clofe.  Af-
ter their exampley our anceflors conne&ed, with a fimi-
Jar tranfation, 2 public acknowledyment of their tranf-
grcﬂ’xon&

We are authorifed to efliy this duty, when the
LORD is }maf'h to anncunce imes of pubhc revival,
and give evidences of national reformation.  "Lhus, we
hnd 2d Kings x"n.. 3. under the favourable aufpices oi

e pinus Jofiahy a reforming king of Judah, the naticn
s cg,l?,d to public covenanting, as a noted mean of pro-
mating n;xtimm! reformation, And Joliahy himfult, 1s -
mong the mefl forward, in this very laudabhle exoreife,
 And the king flasd by a pillary, ard made a covenant
before tie LORD, trwalta ﬂcr the 1LORD, awd keep bis
commandments and bis t:fiimonics . and bis fMatutes, z"'z‘J
all therr bearts, and 'wn‘b all their /MZS o prosdorig the
word: oftms covenant, which werve wyitien in t1:y beok :

and all the people flood to the covenuat””  Tive, alih,
was the practice of ourrenownsd anceois tn Brirain,
"They confidered thofe folomn erzacemants o (20D, and
o5 anot !*cr, as caicuiated to fticrgthen their handsy in
) 3.9 W(!rk of the LOnD, prz,:.,»ot\, utngl C();‘;iidumc, ;z,nd
give energy to their opc.a'iom They, of confequence,
frequemly efflayed this duty, during the rcf >rmmg parind.

. Times of thankfwvmg, for public Jeliverance
from nationa) c.zlammes, are alfo legitimated, by the ex-
ample of the pecple of (JOI‘, as foitable feafos for ef-
faymg this duty,  Thus, 2d Kings xi. 12, and 17, and
26, when the reins of government were wrenched out
cf the hands of the wicked Athaliah, after fix years u-
furpation, and Jehoafh, the young prince, reftored ts
the people, ¢ Fehoiada made a covenant beiween the LOR D
and the king, and the pecpley that they fhould be the Lord’s
people o between the king alfey and the pe.;l2m—and s
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the people of the land rejoiced, and the city was guret)’
Here, they confidered this public deliverance, as b'mo'
a proper occafion for entering into national ublsga:mns
to Gob, fto obey and ferve “him.  This pra&ice, m
fuch occafions, is alfo exprefsly enjoined upon Ifrael,

the Plalmift, in the Ixxvi. Plalm, and 11th verfe, Thx
plalm was pennﬂd on that very memnorable occaflion of
the deftru€ion of Sennacherib’s army, before the walls
of Jerufalem. ¢ Vow, and pay tc the LorDp your
Gon.”  Such, alfo, was the practice of the reformers
in Britain, when emancipated from the galling yoke of
antichriftian dominatien,

4. Times of public defe&ions and apoftacy from COE,
when, as Solomon fays, ¢ the hearis of men jrem fet in
them to do evil” cail loudly for engaging in this impor-
tant duty., ‘Thus, we find the children of Ifrael, not
withftanding the marvelleus things which Gobp did for
thein in ng;m at the Red S-a, and in the wild-rnefs,
prone to back{lide and apoftaiize from him, wio had been
thetr Savicur, T the xxix. chap. of Decut. 14th and
15th verf=s, Mefes, before his death, cails uponthem to
renew their covenant wuh (Gon; that fo, as far zs
tmeans could go, he might tie vp thar haan frem rebel.
lion ag2intt Gep. Ia ke manner, Jothua, beivre his
death, findina the people froward aud fHifr-necked, con- .
venes them .‘,zg\th:r, and calis upon thom to renew thei
engrzement to the LorD Gon of their fathers, ;Ir}i'.
X NIV, Ty 25, So Fafbua made a covemant with the
people that dﬂ)', and [zt them a flatute and an ordinance
in Shechen”” Alter thefe laudable examyies, the Bri-
tith reformers, amidit great national d"fwtmns, cfpeci-
ally at the remlutnn fettlement, 1enc *wed their covenant
with Gop, as a mean of acquiring new invigoration in
promoting his glory, and ftability in contending againft
the enemics of reformaticn.

Times of finguiar and eminent out-pourings of
the Spirit of Gob, are ailo fic and proper feafuns for
publicly recogunizing our obhigation to (50D, and enter-
inr wto covenant with bim, When a new and divine
snergy fills the fou!, and warms and animates the affce-
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tions, nothing fhort of 2 marriage relation to Gop, pub.
licly ﬁJ!emrzzW‘ will fatisfy.  'Thus, we read, in I
xlive 3, 5. < For Twill pour out water on him that is
thirfly, and ﬁaorl; on the dry grouad 3 I will pour out my
Sperit upon thy ﬁed and my bleﬂ' ing upon thine offspring.”’
And wh:zt do we find to be the Cc)nfnquencc of this ¢ffu-
fion of the Spiric? The fuft ¢ fet, produced by thefe
former and lattcr raine of heaveny is {piritual vegeta-
tion, ¢ They fhall (pring up as among the grn/}, and as
willows by the water courfes”” T his gmwth being be-~

gun, they eagagein the butinefs of covenunting, ¢ One
all fay, Tam the Lorn’s; and ancther fhall call him-
Jelf by the name of “facob: and another fhall fubjerite
with bis hand unto the LLorD, and firname himfelf by
the mame of Jjracl”” This worthy example the Bii-
tith refrmers followed, in their valiant ﬂrugglc to pro-
pagate the religion of Jefus. (50D countenanced them
with fingulir out-pourings of his Spirit, and times of
eminent refrefhing from “his blefld prefence, as their
works, to this da/, clearsy evince. What do we find
them then engaging tof They give themfelves away
unto oD, in our everlailing covenant, not to be for-
gotter:

6 When a church, or natior, is fubjelled to the
immediate preflure of calamitous circumftunces, it may
be a very fuitable time for folemn public covenanting to
Gop. For this nraétice, wa have the example of the
church, in the days of Nehemish, when fubjeled to
the wanton dominion of the Periun monarch, and ‘his
infidious rourt parafites. Neh. ix. 36, 38 they thus
complain: ¢ Behslly we are feruvants this diy, . ¢f
the land that thon f*aw’i unty gur fathers, ta eat the
Sfruit fbera'y‘, and the 0001 t’em/f behold wz ave fir-
vastsin . And it yieldeth much increafe unts zm kins
whom 1} 2 /:vm’ [t ewer us, brcasfe of our Jous u/,a,
i‘f)f)' kave r. i 'm over gur bodics, ard over our cattlz,
at their plecjurey aundwe arein sreat di?r s Und-r
thele cmm u';“.'* circursiiances, thoy engage in the iy
of punlic covennnting, o3 an exoolicat imoan of ¢hram-

)

Wwig dediveraice from thefe ditledls, Fiovce, ot
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next verfe, they fay, « Aud, becaufe of all this, we
make a fure covenant, and write it and our princes,
Levites, and pricfls, feal unto it.”’ 1In determining
the proper feafon for engeping in this important duty,
great attenton s necdl vy to the  peculiar come
pleétion of Divine Frovidencs, comparing our  cir-
cumtt: .ces aud ficuation with the approved examples of
th. firks that vave oone before us.e I hife who are
a.’nolve, myy r‘x_pt'& dire¢tion PL cvii 43. ¢ [V/?q/a
10wy o Da il obferve thofe things, even they flall un-
deovico oo outng kindnefs of the LORD.”  But, as the
G0l aavaiced on this i'ul‘,j'cc.i of covf:nanting, 15
soech controvercsed, it wall ke propery in the

Vil head, to ubviate foniz of the objetions made
thoren,

1hpeiion 1. ¢ Cuvenanting is altogether unnecefla-
ro. becautey, whats i f) cught to te dene, indepen-
€. nily of any other obhgation; and if wrong, all obli-
gairene to perform ity areinvahd.”

Aufrwer. This objeélion proves too much, and, con-
f.quainidy, proves nathing at all, Were the obje@icn
valid, then cli promifes weuld be ufelefs and infignifi-
cant, ¢ xcept i mere matters of indifferences Allroaths,
twlifying the truth between man and man, weuld te
unneceflary appecls to Heaven, When a perfin is cal-
led before a court of jutlice, to give evidence in any li-
tigated matter, he is indifpeciubly bound, by the rinth
precept of the deecalepuey to tell the truth without re-
fzrve,  Then,y according to this obiellion, it would be
virong to call upon kim 1o {wear, becaufe he is bound
alircady,  But, thisis contrary both to the facred oracles,
which inform ns, Feb. vie 16, that <« an sath Jfor con=
fiimation, is an end 6/ all fivie” and ta tie comron
ferife of mankind, as is evident in ail judicatories, as
weil el as cocloaafticall The wiwcls recognizes
the obligetion of the meral law, and Olemnly binds
hen (A3, by his own all and Jeed, confeientioufly to pora
form what it requires. In Lke mannery 1o covenanting

to (Cop, we confider ourlelves bonid, by the mory
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1y recognize, and bind ourfclves, by our own alt and
decd, to a confcientious performance. And, as the wit-
nefs, when fworn, i¥ he tells what i5 not true, 1s guilty,
not only cf a lie, but alfo of perjury; fo, apoftate co-
venanters are guilty of a breach, not only of moral du-
ty, but ai®o, of folemn engagements. And as, by the
general confent of mankind, it is admitted, that there
is more probability a perfon will tell the truth, when
duly fworn ; fo, it is probable, that thole, who folemnly
covenant to Gop, will be more confcientious :n the
performance of duty, |

Obj. 2. « But thefe covenants, for which you cona
tend, were only oaths of allegiance, and, confequently,
can have no obligation, when you remove to a foreign
land.” - |

Anf. It will be admitted, that they were oaths of al-
legiance ; but, it was primarily .to the Governor of the
univerfe, and fecondarily to the government, while
continuing to profecutc the f{pirit of thefe covenants,
and the interefts of rHeaven’s Almighty Ruler. With
refpect to the fir/?, let us examine whether any of thofe
circumftances, which can diflolve allegiance, has altually
taken place. Allegiance may ceafe, by any of the three
tollowing means : Firft, by the diffulution of the dynaf-
tv, or government, when things revert to an original
{flate of nature. Second, by emigration. Allegiance
and prote&tion being reciprocal, when the latter is no
longer neceflary, the former, of confequence, ceafes.
Third, by breach of the mutual compaét, on the part
of the government.  This compa@, being neceflarily in-
volved in the relation between the governed and the
governor, ceafes to bind the former, when violated and
broken through by the latter.  Has any of thi{: shings
taken place, to diffolve our allegiance to the Supreme
Ruler ¥ The fir/? has not; for, Gop i yet Governor of
all the earth, and we are warranted to {ay, asin Rev.
xix. 6.« The Lorn GoOD amnipotent reigneth.””  Neis
sher can the fecond take pla. ey tor we canuot clope from
Yisdonminions, Lo vxiv, 5. s Theearth is the Lorp’s,
and the fulnefs therenp,””  Nuory canthe third ever come

K
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te pafs. (Gobp has never violated his covenant with his
people.  Sooner will he furget the ordinances of Heaven,
that the grateful viciffitudes of the feafons, and the cheer-
ful . 'ht of day, fhould ceafe, than he will forget his
covenwit with the feed of Ifrael. No! The moun-
tains may depart, and the hills be removed—but, the co-
venant of his peace thall never be removed. Ifai. liv. 10.

The oath of allegiance to the government of Britain,
even were it morally conflituted, however, ceafes.  The
conditions, on which it was entered into, no lorer exift,

Seeing we have emigrated from that country, the obli-
gation, of courfe, is null and void. Bur, our relation
to Gop ftill remains the fame.  And even by that par¢
of the covenant, which refpeis allegiance to government,
we hold ourfelves ftill fo far bound, that, whenever we
find legitimate rulers, in the land where we live, we
will confider the duty of fubjeélion, for conlcience fake,
not only as-a moral duty, required by the divine law,
but alfo, as a duty unto which we are bound by cove-
nant. - - |
~ Obj. 3. « But thefe covenants were localy and requi-
red the performance only of /scalduties, and, confequent-
ly, are nut obligatory in other lands.”

- Anf. This objetion 15 virtually anfwered, in remo-
vipg the one immediately preceding. It is admitted,
therc are local peculiaritics conne@ed with the fubftance
of thefe covenznes.  For thefe local peculiarities, we do
not contend.  In our terms of communion, adapted to
our exifting circumftances, in the United States, when
recognizing the obligation of thefe covenants, we de-
clare, that ¢ This obligation is not to be confidered as
exterdiag to thofe things which are peculiar vo, and prac-
ticable only in, the ‘Britfh ifles ; but only to fuch moral
dutics, as are {ubftantially the fame in all }ands.”” What-
ever things in thele bonds were of 3 circumftantial na-
ture, as we have hinted above, may vary with a change
of circunftances.  But our relation to Gob, is not z
circumftantial or local thing. Love to Gobn, and our
neighbour; will $till continue obligatory, though fome
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circumftances, conne@ed with the expreflion and exercife
of it, may, and often do, vary. .

Obj. 4. « But, feeing you admit any part of them
to be local, their obligation ceafes. For the Jocal part
being removed, deftroys the form of the covenant ; and,
as matter and form are neceflary to their exiftence, they
now want fomething which is eflential to their exiftcnce,
as covenants, and, confequently, are null and void.”’

Anf. This objeétion is more fpecious than {lid. It
might be enquired, how .auch of the prefent form of a-
ny fubje@ is effential to its exiftence, in its prefent pre-
dicament ! We find that fingers, tces, legs, and arms,
all belong to the prefent form of men and women;
but, fuppole a finger, toe, leg, or arm, or even ail of
thefe, fhould be cut off, would this deftroy the effentials
of their humanity ! If it would, to what clafs of ac-
countable bcings would they then belong, for the law
would fhill account them as moral {ubjeéls ! We hear
of no other claffes of accountable beingsy bus angels
and men. If,- therefore, they ftill remain accountable,
and belong not to the latter, they muft belong to the for-
mer. Query. Canangels be manufatured out of men,
by an act of amputation ?

Should a2 man have a wife and family, previoufly to
his entering into the holy miniftry, the form of his ordi-
nation vow would contain a claufe, binding him to the
cor fcientious performance of thofe duties, which arife out
of the cenjugal and family relation.  Should his wife
die, a2nd his family become extin&, part of the vow has
no prefent obligation, for the relarion on which it was
erafted, is diflolved ; the form, of courfe, is, in part,
geftroyed : does his crdination vow, therefore, become
invalid ! Muit he either ceafe to be a mimfter of the
Goipel, or be re-ordained ?

Obj. 5. ¢ Thefz covenants were national, and fo have
no obligation on individuals, when they ceafe to be mem-
bers of the national community whe entered into them.”?

Anf. Had the duties, contained in thefe covenants,
been only of a temporary, local, or ciccumiflantial na-
ture, this obje@ion would be relevant. But we have
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" endeavoured, shove, to unw, that thefe bonds contem-
. Plated the duucs of the moral law, which 1s obligatory
upon all men.  Ablfiract princigles do not vary, though
the madifications with which they are clothed, in their
redulion to practice, may, and often do, vary. Their

s circumftantials, we have publicly declared, we contend
not for.

But here we might cnguire, of what is a nation com-
pofed ! Is it not of individuals ? Can a nation be na-
tionally baund, and the individuals not be individually
bouna i To what is the nation nationally bound ? Is it
not, to yield a cheerful and willing obedience to all Gop’s
holy and divine commandments, in their national cha-
rafler £ Is not the individual indiusdually bound to do
‘the fame, in hs individual charaéler If he is thus
bound in Britain, does the foil of Columbia loofe him
.of all obligation to, and make bhim independent of, the
Morai Governor ? In as far as this moral obhgatnon is
concerned, between national and perfonal covenanting,
there is on!y a numerical difference.  In the latter, one
individual is perfonally Sound; in the former, three,
foury or five millions of individuals, are perfonally bound.
If individuals are not perfonally bound, they are not bound
at all.  Totalk of an individual bemcr nationally bound,
would be a folecifm worthy of the greateﬁ blundcrer.

Gb7. 6. « But thefe covenants are embarraflments to
thole whe would wifn to jnin your church communion,
yet never cam: under :m(\, obli zations, either perfonally,
or by reprefentation.”’

Anf. To the judicicus, this can be no objeé’tnon. It
is plain, that thefe covenants were binding, not only on
the nation, 4: « natien, but alfo on the church, as a
church, . It would not be very hard to prove, that every
man, by the very aét of acceflion to the Chriftian church,
becomes a Covenanter. This 15 not merely by havmg
a vifible relationfhip cftablifhea hetween him and Jefus,
the church’s Head, but alfo, by joining a covenanted cor-
poration. ‘T'he Chriftizn church is the fame immorta) fo~
ciety, which received its charter firft in the garden of Eden,
in the memorable words, ¢ It Jhall bruife thy bead, and
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thou. fhalt br zszj.e bis becl””  f hough, for a period, its
privileges w = confined to the Jewifh nation; x’ ety ;.‘;13
middle wall c.)(' partition being broken down, fhe torihe

ened her cords, and ftrengtaened her ftukes, by the ag-

ceflion of the Gestile world, This brar ich, though

wild by nature, Gop was pleafed to grafi upon ihe good
Olive-Trece, when the natural branches were broken
off, Rom. xi. 24. By this acceflion, they became
bound, by all the moral obligations of the cor poration,

with which they were thus united.  But this corpora.
tiOn was covenanted to (Gep, in Horeb.  This cove-
nant was, moreover, ‘mr“«wved, W accommodation ta ex-
ifting cxrcumﬂqnceﬂ, under the direCtion of Mofee, o
fhua, Afa, Jehoiada, Heuckiab, Joftah, znd Nehemi.
ah. The obligation of this covenant, thus folemnly
fworn, the JLWlﬂ‘X church lay Conﬂam ty under. AH
who accede to this cor p«..na”m by the very adt of junce
tion recognize its obligation, All the (.An{hazw Imr::i‘u
is, confequentlv bound, by covenant, to Govn. To our
com muaion, melcfom covenanting can be no uik ehiec.
tion. |
This fame covenant was renewed by our anceftors,
and is binding on us, as a church, in this c:rmmry. But,
to meet the objeCtion more clofily,  Ally who would
propofe jus &ion with our commun .\t)‘\ mmﬂ wciung to
one or other of the three following grades, in the feale
of reformation. Lither they are before usy or behind
us, or equal to us. If before us, et them f‘v'*w s in
what, and we will quickly follow therm.  If behind us,
they ought to do tie fame with us. 1 egual to us, the
ohjection dozs not appy.

Ol 70 ¢ Wecovenant to GoD, i the Dacraments of
uﬂpt'f‘n and th\. Suppery, and any thing more wou'd o
unnecefiary.”’

Auf. "This obielion wouild come with 2 botber grace
from on Anabaptit, than fram a Profbyterian, Tane
would not allow us to follow the {urmer, (b auph the
v:sriws tepics of g,t ni u., whion a relutalion w‘ Fis

ity .’f.'h.n T mmp o opecelanily embraces, WWirh
1hc ‘[’mﬂ)v: aiy who vt Dotant Bapoime as Dubi

}
e



{11

tuted in the room of Circumcifion, in the Abrahamic
cavenant, and who alfo grants, that ihe Sacrament of the
Supper comes in the rosm of the Paflover, the way is
thert and eafy. T'c thofe, who are of this denomina-
tion, therefore, I would propefe the following queftions,
viz. Had not the church, under the OId Feﬁamem‘
thefe two feals of the covenant fubftantially co:)ﬁdered |
1in the inftitutions of Circumcifion and the Paﬂbvcr?
Did not thefe ordinances involve their engagement unto
. Gon, as much as Baptifin and the Supper do, under
the New Teftament difpeafation ! Did the ufe of thefe
fupercede the pratice of public covenanting, under the
Old Teftament ? If 1t did uot, why fhould it do o’
under the New ?
- Olbp 8. « But in thefe covenants, for which you con-
tend, cwzl and re[zgzaz/s things are blended together.
Preao.h up the Golpel 3 let civil things alone.”

Anf. Our covemnts, indeed, bind to the performance
of civil, as well as of religious duties, It may be enqui-
Ted h°re, does the moral law rrquu‘e any civil dutics of
us, ordocs it not ! If it does, why may we not engage
to the performance of them ! ? 1f it does not, then they
are matters of mere indifference.  But this is fo flatly
contrary to Scripture, that it can have few advocates a-
mong profefled Chriftians,

But, provided the circumitance of the covenants, re-
quiring civil as well as religious dums, were any rea-
fon why they fhould be re e(“ted, then ' = Bible itfelf
fhould be caﬁ afide. In th1< facred volume, we find ci-
vil and religious duties requ.red and enjoined, not only
1 the fame book, not only in the fame chaptPr, but alfn
in the very fame verfe. © Fear GoOD and the king.”
This has not yet been expunged as apocryphal. Nei-
ther has it been fuppofed to deflroy the obligation and
validity of the divine oracles. L.t us, for a moment, at-
tend to the manner of Sceripture covenants.  See, for ex-
ample, that one mentioned, Neh. ix, 38. « And be-
muﬁ of all this, we mate a fure covenant, and write it , ;
and our princesy, Le. vs, and priefts, f’a’ unto 12"’
Did thefe civil and ccclvfizt*ical perfons, fwear this co-
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venant, in their relpective frations ? And hould we not,
in covenanting to Gop, folemnly cngage to yield a con-
fcientious obedience to the divine law, in perfor ming all
the duties of our rcfpedwe ftations ? L.et us not, them,
at the expence of Scripture example—at the expence of
the requifitions of the Moral Law-—-and at the expence
of reafon and common fenfe—=* for a morfel of potiage,”’
quit with our birth-right.

The other part of the allegation, refpecting preach-
ing the (Gofpel, and giving ourfelves no concern with po-
litica! affairs, is cqually unfoundéd. What is the com-
miffion of the minifter of the Golpel ! Does it not em-
“brace the whole volume of divine revelation ? It is as
| extenﬁve as thc facred r::cord. «“ Al things, whatfoever,
Lhave commanded y22'  Has he given any commands
refpe: hn:v the conftitution and adminiftration of civil
gcvcmrmnt? If he has, arc not his amballadors bound
to teach them ! If he has not, what is the mcaning. of
Rom. xiii. t—75. ¥t Pet. i1, 13-—17. with-innumerg.
bis other pallages of Scripture? Are not thele ambaffa-
dors commanded to ¢ ucuzre the whale counfel of Gobp,
keeping nothing back 27 Query. Do the portions, al-
luded to aame, belong to ke couniel of (oD, or form

any part of divine truth ?

Oije g, * Why do you talk o much 2bout covesan-
ting, yot bave poty for man ‘;' yeais, eflayed the duty !’

I"o this, I rep] V- There is 1o command 1o Scripture,
enjuining, preciidly how oftenn it ought to be cffayed,
Itis anex tranru.narv duty. it may be more frequentc-
Iy, or more rarely, mfm'r“d in, accerding to the cir-
Cum{’:ances i whicn a Chur’Z‘ OF Naticil, MAay, N provis
derfce, be fituated. Whethier we havey, or have not,
duly attended to thele circunmiflances, az d providences,
is nio real objefion to the duty wfelf, Nodoubt, in ma-
ny things, we have come fhort, 7 %m 15 o reafon why
duty fhould be cppofrd, or the princtuie demed. We
have uniformly contended for the binding obligation of
the covenants of oor anvellors. We oo nfider ourflves
bound thereby,  We,y as a church, have rencwid thefe
covenants, fince the revolution fidoucnt In Lnitau

g
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We hope, as a church, foon to effay the duty again.

1 fhall now clofe this difcourfe with a few inferences.

1. Public covenanting, is an incumbent duty cna
nation or church. When Gop commands, we are
bound to obey. Whenhe fays, « Vow and pay to the
Lord,” we, as his moral fubje&ts, are under indifpen-
fable obligations, todo as he requires.  The example of
the faints, calls alfo upon us to embark in this duty.
We ought to follow the footfteps of the flock, in all
their laudable undertakings, when exiiting circum-
ftances will permit. © Geo ye forth by the footfleps of
the flock,” binds us to imitate their wonhy example,
“ Be ye followers of me (faith the apoftle) even as Iafe

arm of C/an'i“’
2. That }‘av.ng vowed unto Gfm, we are f'o]emnw

bound to nay. e Pa that which thou ’Uc,wd’ We
mxght to remember, thd’.‘ “Gop will furcly require 1t
of us.”” T he negle& of duty, in thofe who hav.. thus
engaged to the faithful performance of it, wili be more
cnmmaf than in thofe who have made no fuch engage-
ments.  Neither fhould we, from this coafideration,
omitihe duty of engaging unto Gop, flattering our-
felves, that we may have the more liberty of finning,
‘Frouph Gob fays, 2d Pei, il 21, «© ff bad been better
noinge have Fnown the way of righteonfnifs, than, after
78 is krowom,y to turn frem ity weare not, thercfore, to
conclude, that it is Jawful f;r us te remain wilf uhy igno-
rant thereof, that {0 wemay be the lefs cnminzl o our
tiguity. Ignorance isa fn, 25 weil as the abufe of know-
= Q-:», th:: (:»mii';z  of me dut rof covenanting is m,'ia
'Ef"o Emepn v of cov cnarst with i.x»':D, Ve f.sl e 1.
duced, by ationding, '

I, Tn the fa'y:*,ma;c:, cefulting  therefrom.  You

1l thus konour ail the divine perd [cQions.  You have
f'lvn 'n b) (Gor s attention to your oath will honour his
attiibutes, Y ou will glorify all the divine perfons in
the Tz‘ini"v I"he Fatuer in his lovey the Son in his
prracey the Spintin his A sdication, Wou will difapp-int
the grand advcrﬁ.r;f', why 15 going about, like a roaring
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lion, feeking whom he may devour. He waits for yoar™-,
halting ; he rejoices in tempting you te perfidy, in cove-
nant engagements. You will teftfy the goodnefs of
your caufe, to the gencration among whom you dwell,
You are conmanded to « et your dight fo fhine before
men, that they, fecing your gooaworks, may glrify your
Father whe 1s in Heaven””  You will much promots
your own fatisfaétion and holinefs.  T'his will be a noted
mean to promote your fitnefs for the enjoyment of Gop,

in the manfions of blifs and immortality above.

2. The difadvantages arifing from unfaithfulnefs in
covenantengagements. Y ou fhow contempt to the di-
vine law-—You rebel againft the divine authority, mani-
fefted in the law—TYou profane the ordinances of (Gob’s
appointment, intended as a fpecial mean of promating a
contrary courfe of conduét-—You reprefent Gopas a
willing witnefs of your perfidy in your engagements—
Y ou pour contempt upon kim, as the guarantee of hisown
Jaw, and avengerincafc of perjury—Contrary to truth,
you plunge into deceit—Contrary to equity, you rob
Gobp of his due—Cortrary tc good neighbourhood, you
render yourflf a plague and curfe te fociety—Contrary
to the end of your creation aid prefervation, you rejedt
the glory of Gop.  And, in one word, perfevering in
this courfe of condudl, nothing but a fearful lookingsfor
of judgment awaits you. Refolve, thin, my bre-
thren, in the flrength of grace, to fay with the Plalmift,
& T bave fworn, and T will perform ity that I will keep.
thy righteous judgments,”’  Amei.
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FRRATA. g
Page s, line 12, from the foot, for wverjes 1, 16, read
verfe 1---30,
Page g, line 12, from the toot, for agrecalls read a- 4
grecable & ﬁ
Page 12, linz 4, fiom the fout, for acceffary real acs !
ceflery
Page 13, line q. for accefary read acceflory
~ line 7, from the {0, for acceffary read acoeffory
Page ‘1§, Y'ne 10, for gives read giuve
( Page 26, line 14, %n 12 read do
Page 29, hine 13, fiom the foot, for this rcad their
Page 58, line g, for wdore read adorn
Dage 63, Linc 17, for then read there
Page 66, line 10, tor {now of read know
Page 74, linc 19, infcit the word st between jye/ and
morally
Page 75, line 20, tor among read refpefling
Page 89, line 17, fromthe fuot, for obirgated read delogated
Page 92, line 10, for promiffary read promufjory
Page 94,.l'ne 2, from the foot, for Fofl xi 10. read
Fer.. xi. 10, |
Page g5, line 6, for at read with
Page 103, hine 21, for Forfakers vead Forfaten
Page 103, line 8, place a comma after anceflors
line 5, from the foot, for Atholiah read Athaliak
Page 107,line 22, for our read an

- Page 108, line 8, for flocks read flock
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