
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE :

BVANGELICAL WITNESS,

ik

VOL. L. JANUARY, 1823. NO. VI

<HE CHRISTIAN CHARACTERIZED, IN A BRIEF EX-
- POSITION OF ROMANS Vil. 14—25,

The perfection of heaven is not found on earths
uor does fhe innocent, and regular deportment of man
in Eden, characterize him as banished to the thorny
fields of a world, under the pressure of the curse of
sternal justice. God, indeed, is immutable, and the
principles of the primitive law of our nature, the rule
of life, are unchangeable. That aw is holy, just,
and good. There is nothing which the mere man of
the world can more easily discern, especially in their
application to others, than the obligations of the di-
vine law, as referable to moral deportment. His en-
mity to that holiness which gives the real Christian °
an essential distinction from the voluntary slave of
sin, makes him eagle-eyed in marking those inciden-
tal failures, from which nope in this stage of imper-
fection, is entirely exempted. The saint, himself;-
marks the deviations of his life, with the eye of strict-
est scrutiny, and on them he pronounces the terrible
sentence of God’s law. Thus these transgressions of .
the religious man are observed by himself, and by
the votary of unrighteousness: but how different are -

the sentiments for which, and the end for which these

observations are made. The one aims atthe sinking

of the religious character, and hopes to reach, by a

atal shatft, the cause of godliness itself; the other pb~
Vel l 24 . :
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gerves that he may reform, and marks that he, in
seeking pardon, may repent: the one marks these
sins with exultations of joy, that he may find in them
an apology for his crimes; the other sees them with
sorrow, self reproach, and often with inscriptions of
the bitterest things against himself. To guard against
the influence of the sinner’s reproach, and to correct
the hasty and mistaken conclusions of the depressed
saint, it is necessary to contemplate the Christian
character, in the light of his revelation, who has for-
med that character, who knows it best, and who is
most competent to decide upon what it is.

God by his spirit has, in the Bible of truth, given
this revelation. The character of his saints, he de-
scribes ; he marks with disapprobation their spots,
distinguishes their gracious features, shows*the pre-
dominance of evangelical virtues, over the vicious
propensities -of fallen humanity; and with celestial
complacency contemplating the ascendancy of their
graces, shining forth in the triumphs of practical rec-
titude, as proof of their living union with the Redeem-
er of men, he expresses his approbation of them, and
assures them of his love. This character, as exhib-
ited in a saint of the first order, is presented in the
words of the text—¢ With the mind I serve the law of
God, but with the flesh, the law of sin.” An exposi-

“tion of the leading terms employed by the Apostle—
the ascertaining of the character described—and an
exhibition of the doctrine of the text, will bring us to
a brief improvement of the subject. We shall

I. Explain the leading terms of the text.

These are mind, flesh, sin, law and service.

1. Mind. In the condition of man as a subject of
moral government, the powers of conscience, will,
and other active principles, are necessarily found.
To this eonstitution the powers of intellect are equal-
ly requisite: for conscience cannot recognize the ob-
ligation of the law that is unknown, the principle of

- wolition ¢annot act in reference to that which is un-

-
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perceived, nor can the affections either embrace, or
turn from the object which remains invisible to “the
intellectual eye. These powers of intellect, as’dis-
tinguished from other principles of our moral nature,
are generally comprehended under the denonrination
of mind. This however, is not the acceptation of the
term in the passage before us. The intellectual pow-
er is indeed implied, but not exclusively of other fac-
ulties; the whole moral constitution is intended, not
simply, butasinfluenced by the effectual grace of God.
It is that against which the law of sin makes war, v,
23, and is the same with the inward man, verse 22,
which delights in the law of God. Delighting is not
properly predicable of mere intellect. Intellect may
eye that which is lovely, and may present to the af-
fections, those active portions of our nature, the ami-
able object, in which the soul by them may delight.
But itis of ’The heart, as distinguished from mind, or
intellectual efficiency, that delight is with propriety
affirmed. A reference to other portions of the sacred
page, which speaks of this subject, will confirm my
remark, that itis the soul as regenerated by the grace
of God that is intended. For this purpose “consult
Col. iii. 10. In the preceding verse it is asserted
that the Colossians had ¢ put off the old man with his
deeds;” and in this, that they have put on the new
man. JAnger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, are number-
ed among the deeds of the old man: who he is we
need be at no loss to ascertain. It is fallen man as -
under the dominion of'‘sin. The new man is his op-
posite : this indicates the person who is renewed in
the spirit of his mind. - This new man, and the tnner
man of Ephesians iii. 16. who is strengthened with
might by the spirit of God, directs usto the same ob-
Ject. So does the apostle Peter, 1 Peter iii. 4. when
he requires the Aidden man of the heart, as the adorn-
ing of the .Christian fémale, which exactly corres-

nds with the description of the king’s daughter,
‘Psal. xlv. 11, as all glorious within. Upon this;
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%o, our apostle’s description of a Jew, an Israelite’
amdeed, sheds an instructive light. Romans ii. 29—

He is a Jew who is one INWARDLY ; and circumcision

a5 that of the heart. 'This cellation of Scripture shews

that the new man, the inner man, the inward man, the

hidden man, the inward Jew, and the king’s daughter

all glorious within, point us to the mind with which

#he Christian deh'ghir in, and serves the law of God.

L.et us attend to another term.

2. Tt is that of flesh. However, in other portions
of sacred writ, this term may import human nature,
or even the material part of our constitution, here-it
intepds moral depravity, in its principle adhering to
our nature. 'To confine it to the body and its mem-
bers, would indeed be a gross exposition, and a per-
version of truth no less so. It is a term of the same
import as the carnal mind; and indicates a state of
sinfulness, either entire or .partial, that is, either as
wholly under the dominion of ‘sin, or as having that
dominion broken, yet maintaining a desperate, though
vain, struggle to regain its ancient ascendency. Hu-
man' nature, morally imperfect, is the subject spoken
of. 1 Cor. xv. 50—Flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kingdom of God. ‘

3. Sinis another termto be explained. Sin is the
transgression of the law; and may be considered as
a secret, yet efficient, principle in the heart, and so
identifies with flesh; or as discovering its deformity
in the actual violation of God’s commandment, in the
progress of life. The sacred writer personifies it in
this epistle; it is represented as a tyrant enthroned
in the heart, and reigning over sinners in all the
dreadfulness of its power; dehasing the soul, and
spreading far and wide the desolations of death. Sin
hath reigned unto death.

4. The term law. The law of sin. As sin ap-
pears in the character of a sovereign, it has its sub-
Jects, and to them issues its laws. A law is the de-
elared will of a superiour ohliging to ohedience an i~
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feriour. Rightful dominion sin has not over man;
but influential power, exciting to act according to its
nature, this law does possess. It has its pleasures for
which the world, paltry as they are,do homage to its
deadly reign. Its tendency is to restrain the mind
from holiness, as well as to urge to transgression by
the pains which it inflicts under various forms, and
hy various agents, upon the subjects of grace. An
external law, proclaimed by whatever authority, may
be resisted, and to it disobedience may be long con-
tinued ; but when inherent, and left to itself, it is ge-
nerally felt to be all powerful. Thus under the im-
pulse of natural laws, as inherent operative princi-
ples, vegitables grow and animal nature progresses
and acts. The law of sin is an adherent operative

“principle in our fallen nature ; reigning in the unbe-

liever with a terrible dominion, and even in the re-

" generated maintaining a harassing war. It is @ law

wn the members warning against a law of the mind,
Opposition to God, his law, and grace, as an inherent
and powerful principle of operation, evinces the ex-
tence of the law of sin.

5. Service is also mentioned. I serve the law of
God, I serve the law of sin. In the subject of this
discourse there are obviously two principles of action,
both operative and contrary to one another. The

fesh and the ?irit, the law in the members, and the

law of the mind. By each of these, in some measure,
he is actuated, and according to their respective in-
fluence over him, so is his service to them. The dis-
cussion of this point will meet us again ; I therefore
approach the second division of the subject.

I. To ascertain the character gescribed. It is
confessedly important to know whether the charac-
ter exhibited to view be a genuine Christian, or a sin-
ner in the gall of bitterness and in the bonds of ini-
quity ; a believer in the Redeemer, justified and ac-
cepted of God; or one who is- under the dreadful
curse of a fiery lq‘w, condemned by God, and liable

Vou. L 21

.
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to the unspeakable terrors of his wrath. To be assu
red of this, let us examine the description, and ip-
uire then, whether it agrees to the saint or to the
smper. In the portrait there are two classes of fea-
tures, not indicating the same family connexion.
- The one is all lovely indicating a relation with him
who is fairer than the children of men, and provinga
little, though not an entire-meetness for the incorrup-
tible inheritance that is reserved in heaven for the
heirs of grace. The other bespeaks a connexion in-
finitely gegrading, and ineffably dangerous.*

- 1. Of the former, as influencing him, it is said, he
allowed not what was at variance with truth and ho-
liness, but hated it—verse 15. He consexted to the
holiness of the law, and of sueh extent over the whole
man was this disallowance and hatred of sin, and con-
sent to the law of God as good, that he says it is no

_more Ithat de it. In his flesh, in his nature as cor-
rupted, there was no good thing, implying certainly,
that, though notin his flesk, yetin some other respect
good was to be found in him—verse 18. And sohe
affirms, to will what was good was present with him.
Good he willed to do; evil he willed not to do—verse
19. He delighted in the law of God, he had a law
of his mind, against which the law of his members
warred—verse 23 : from which he passionately sought

- deliverance—verse 24. Helikewise possessed a mind
with which he served the law of God. The question
to be settled, then is, whether all this can be affirm-
ed of the condemned sinner, whose mind is enmity

- against God. Can he who hates his Maker, be said
to war against sin, to hate it, to disallow it, to delight
in the divine law, to choose that law, to seek deliver-

_ance from that of sin, and to serve the Lord with the
inner man? Verily, this looks so much like the real
Christian, that the word of God seems to furnish no

* From v. 1, to'v. 14.—The state of the sinner, and the pro-
curing cause and means of his conversion, are stated. From v.
14, the state of the believer, as conflicting with indwelling six,

describesh '
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higher characteristics of the heiroflife; and certain-
ly, our observation presents no mere sinners of such
a description. Is not our prayer, ¢ Let us live such
a life ; let our last end be like his,” '
2. But this passage presents us with a less sightly
set of features. The same person says “I am car-
nal, I do evil. In my flesh dwelleth no good thing,
Evil is present with me. Iam in captivity to the law
of sin, and sold under it. I am wretched, I servethe
law of sin. Now the query is, can these things be
affirmed of the man who has passed from death unto
. ,l{fe, or are they characteristic of him who is dead in
sin? Should these traits of character be alone, and
habitually predominant in the man, the decision must
be unfavourable as 1o his state. But if there be on~
ly occasional disallowed, and resisted acts, not enter-
ing into the constitution of the prominent character,
our conclusion may be more favourable. Letus
3. Attend to' what is the predominant character
here delineated. It isindeed confessed that there is
carnality. ‘This is not the same, however, as to be
carnally minded, which is death; this latter is an un-
mixed character, destitute of holiness, and abandon-
ed to depravity. The carnality in this place is resis-
ted by the law of the mind. = He is said to be in cap-
tivity and sold under sin. 'The ternss are highly fig-
urative, yet they denote a condition which the cap-
tive deplores. He resists as a soldier, but he is ta-
ken by surprise. He is neither a willing nor a law-
Jul captive. He is sold, but he sells not himself as
Ahab did. Under his chains he is not contented : he
feels them and cries for deliverance. Against every
departure from the pathof God’s comimandment, not
only does conscience remonstrate, but the will, in its
_habitual tendency, protests. What I would not that I
do. Instead of making a business of sin, he delights
in the law of God after the inner man. He serves the
law of his Lord. And with all those he unites that
characteristic of the circumcision, who worship God
in the spirit.  He rejoices in Christ Jesus, having no-

’
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confidence in the flesh. So predominant are the
marks of grace, that they stamp the character with
the seal of heaven, so decidedly as to authorize the
assertion, that it is not he who does the evil. The
evil is indeed done, but there it is at variance with
the uniform dictates of his heart, and contradicts the
habitual tenor of his life. '

And however dark the colours in which he paints
his indwelling sin, and deformed the lines in which -
he draws its lineaments, and with no shade does he
attempt to conceal its forbidding aspect, yet still dar-
ker and more deformed is the picture of the unbe-
lieving, impenitent, and condemned sinner. He yields
himself a’servant to sin. His heart; whatever he
may possess, is enmity against Gad, alienation from
his life, and determined opposition to- his supreme
authority. In the character which we now examine
there is indeed evil, much evil, over which tears of
sincerest grief are profusely shed; but there is no
habitual yielding of the soul to the service of sin, no
uniform enmity against God, no stated alienation of
heart from the holy one of Israel. Resistance, ha-
tred of sin, and disapprobation, with delight in Jeho-
vah’s law, and an habitual aim at obedience to his
‘blessed will, are the proofs of a gracious state. Who
was the unregenerated sinner that delighted in the
law of God, after the inward man, while his mind was
enmity against God? Where lived the sinner, that
while he rolled iniquity as a sweet morsel under his
tongue, opposed with his will, and Aated with his
heart, every thing opposed to godliness? - Who was
he, that while he sold himself to work iniquity, ser-
ved with the mind the law of God, sought freedom
from the power of sin, and rejoiced in Christ Jesus,
as his deliverer? Such a character never lived.

We then conclude the deseription of character from
verse 14—25, of this chapter, belongs to the subject
of effectual graee. He is a saint, an heir of glory.

' ’ ZUINGLUIS.
{To be continued.)

\
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VIEW OF VERMONT.
(E:XTBACTS OF A LETTER FROM A VERMONT GENTLEHA!}.]

Sir—The state of society in Vermont presents a

very enteresting field of observation, It proves, I
think, that the diffusion of elementary literature a-
mong the mass of the people, neither secures sound
religious principle, nor correct moral deportment.
The inhabitants of this state enjoy a very equal dis-
tribution of common learning. As in the other New-
England states, it would be difficult here to find any
native citizen, arrived at the age of discretion, una-
ble to read and write, or unacquainted with common
arithmetic. Those who have been industrious inthe
elementary schools, generally understand something
of grammar and geography. The youth of even the
poorer families, are commonly competent to teach
an English school decently.
- 'There is an academy in almost every county, at
which young men, may prepare themselves at little
expense; for college. Butitis to be regretted, that
sufficient care is not taken, to fill the rectorships of
shese institutions with able instructors. Favouritism,
and sectarianisim, too often decide the choice without
regard to competency. Teachers also too generally
seek to gratify parents and pupils, by hurrying the
youth forward, without that patience and time which
are requisite in order to form literary men. There
are two colleges in the state, Burlington and Middle-
ry, both near lake Champlain, and not many miles
apart. They are both rather feeble, neither liberal-
ly endowed. The Hebrew language is not cultivat-
£d in any of these schools.

At Castleton, in the southern part of the state
a medical school bas been established, which bids

b
-
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fair to flourish and promote a knowledge of the heal-
ing art. It has now from 50 to 60 students. The
situation is healthy, living cheap, and the chairs are
filled with respectable professors. Young men from
New-York state, from remote parts of Vermont, from
New-Hampshire, and from the neighbouring parts of
Massachusetts, are already found on its boards. A
new building for the medical college, has been erect-
ed. . L
- At Norwich, a military school has been instituted
under the " direction of éaptain Partridge, who was
formerly at the head of the military institution of
West Point. Itis patronized by gentlemen of re-
spectable standing in Vermont society. .
- The science of theology is very lamentably ne-
elected, and the cultivation of the higher branches of
literature, necessary to render the pulpit respeetable
almost unknown. In the dark ages of Europe; so
well delineated by Hallem, the parchments of the
fathers, containing valuable information, were defaced
to make room for the legends of the soi disantsaints,
or the fictitious tales of the monks, and the pretend-
ed. miracles of the apostles of idolatry ; so now, with
many, nothing is esteemed of any value, but the
crude experiences of novices, and the journals of the
wild and extravagant ravings of those who are said
to be converted. Even the Bible is little read, and
still less understood or regarded. To so painful an
extent is this carried, that if any one demands any
other testimony of a saving change being wrought
on the sinner, except his or her own testimony as to
mere feeling, he is proscribed as an enemy to all re-
ligion and practical piety. Does any one require a
knowledge of doctrines, soundness in. the faith, or
even honesty in dealing, and other moral duties, he
is scouted as one who opposes and attempts to damp
- the .work .of God... Doctrinesof religion. are very ge~
nerally esteemed matters of mere opirion, and those.
who preach or testify openly and faithfully against.
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error and heresies, are cried out against as unfriend-
Iy to charity, liberality, and catholic communion.*
Still there are many honorable exceptions, many
who sigh in secret over the ignorance and abomina-
tions o% whatis called religion, by the populace, many
who love sound doctrine, and many who wish to see
a preaching, not a reading clergy. It is painful to
say, but the truth should be known, that many minis-
ters who have some popularity and who make high
_pretensions, cannot translate an ode of Horace, a
pastoral of Virgil, a verse of the Greek Testament,
or even parse decently an English sentence. Good
people have reason to sigh in secret, when the min-
istry is so degraded. : '
Not a few descendants of the good old Puritans,
who read the works of Dr. John Owen, and of Cot-
ten Mather, in New-England, and who have tasted
the sweets of evangelical doctrine, mingled with
faith, deeply regret tge errors and defections of those
backsliding times. Some begin to speak out bold-
ly, though much the larger portion, even of these
good people, are afraid of the power of the ignorant
clergy, and have not grace enough, to bear with forti-
tude, the odium which attaches to real ancient oxtho-
doxy aad purity.
Public libraries are generally very limited, and
%rivate libraries are almost unknown, in the state, not
ut that there are some light works in the houses of
perhaps all the clergy. But there is hardly any in-
stance of whata learned man would call by the name
library. There are, however, some symptoms of

* Qur correspondent, we presume, rather alludes to what has
been the state of the Vermout congregations, than to their pre-
sent condition. For, the geueral convention of that state, at its
sessions of the fall of 1822, advised the congregations not to ad-
nit any, even of the congregational church, to coimunion, un-
til after one year’s residence, except in extraordinary cases. I8
antitrinitarianism the occasion ? e\’hat a powerfu), reaction on
the snbject of catholic commmunion! See the Christian Misror,
a valuable journal of Portland, Maine, No. }4: -~
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improvement, the want of good books begins to be
felt, and the means of providing them, is divising.
The few books which ministers do possess, are too
little read, owing to the eagerness of the people, to
have the honour, and the gratification of gossoping
visits from the clergy, and the readiness of the cler-
gy to comply. It is lamentable indeed that the great
means resorted to for increasing congregations, and
holding them together, is rather the visit of the gos<
sip, than the dignified discharge of ministerial duty.
It is not easy to ascertain the relative or real size
of the different parties in the state. The Registerre-
presents the Congregationalists asthe most numerous.
But there are often two or three preachers of other
denominations in the same town with the congrega-
tional preacher, who sometimes have several adhe-
rents in neighbouring towns. Although the differ-
ent denominations do generally hold comrnunion
with one another at the Lord’s table, as they call
their communion, yet there is a great deal of violent
party zeal; for though they hold communion with
one another in the most solemn ordinance of the
church, yet they keep up distinct parties, and intrigue
for their respective congregations. You would think
strange to hear that while the cry of charity is loud,
and the ministers saying, when it suits them, we are
all one, there is no great difference, all that is be-
tween us is non-essential, let us lay aside party, and
and let us meet at the communion table ; they at the
same time go about in other congregations, ¢reep in-
to houses uninvited, to try to seduce pew-holders in
one congregation, to take pews in another. Some
intelligent observers have thought that the ery of
catholicism and promiscuous admission to the Lord’s
table, is one of the tricks of proselytism. Thus,
much is said about union, while little of it exists in
fact, until the parties agree in holding truth or error,
or nothing, o -
. The youth generally, and even old persons, go to
hear Universalists, Arians, and other heretics, with-
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out any ome to restrain them. Thus they drink of
error as the ox drinketh up water. If one makes an
attempt to restrain them, according to the command,
¢ cease my son to hear the instructions that cause to
err from the words of knowledge,” the outcry of big-
otry is raised.

aVith all these mournful facts it is comfortable to
reflect that a great many professors do still attend to
the duty of family prayers. In their prayers too, they
-are more orthodox than in-their conversation. There
is much of the strictness of other times. Promiscu-
ous dancing is hardly tolerated among professors.
But morality is declining. The Sabbath begins to
be profaned. The tavern keepers, between Ver-
mont and Boston, the sea port where our produce
chiefly finds a vent, remark that of late years few of
the market people from Vermont, except the Refor-
med Presbyterians and Associate Presbyterians,
lodge with them over Sabbath. The people in whose
favour we make these exceptions, are chiefly de-
scended from Scotch ancestry.

Dr. Witherspoon procured a settlement in the
‘town of Ryegate, a roughand hilly district, where-
some Scotch emigrants settled. Their descendants
have multiplied, intermarried with New-England peo-
ple, and spread into the neighbouring towns of Bar-
net, Kraftsbury, Middlebury, Topsham, &c. Many
people who have been Congregationalists, are now
attaching themselves; to some of the congregations
of these people, on account of Arianism, Hopkin-
sianism, ahd oether heresies.

They profess to adhere to the National Cavenant
of the three kingdoms, Scotland, England, and Ire-
land. The Reformed Presbyterians, admit none to
communion who do not give their assent to the
whole doctrine of Westminster Confession of Faith,
Catechisms, Larger and Shorter, Directory of Wor-
ship, and Form of Church Government, agreed upon

Vou. L. 22 '
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" by the assembly of divines at Westminster, and their
American Testimony. ,

They sing, in the praise of God, none other but
the Psalms of David.

Great oppositien is made to both these denomina-
tions, by Hopkinsians, Arians, and Universalists
They are plain people, but very well informed on
religious subjects, and very tenacious of the doctrines
of their standards. They have synods in the United
States, and in Ireland and Scotland.

PERSECUTION.

The following extract from Jones’ History of the
Waldenses reveals the secret spring of all the perse-
cutions of the early Christians. Men are naturally
vindictive, for all are naturally sinners—and the es-
sence of sin * is enmity against God,”” and its natur-
al and necessary tendency to set God and his crea-
tures at war, and make the latter enemies to one an-
other. Hence carnal men cannot pardon what they
consider an insult. The whole Pagan world held it-
self insulted by the unsocial temper of Christianity—
the light that would not hold communion with their
darkness ; and hence Pagans glutted their vengeful
hate by drenching themselves with the blood of the
peaceful disciples of our Lord. :

" [EXTRACT FROM JONES’ HISTORY OF THE WALDENSES.]

“The Pagan world having early imbibed an in~

veterate prejudice conceminilnterc,ommunity of wor-

ship, men were but too much accustomed to new re~-

velations when the Jewish appeared not to acknow-
ledge its superior gretensions. .Accordingly we find,
by the history of this people, that it was esteemed by
its neighbours a true one, and therefore they pio-
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ceeded to join it occasionally with theirown—as those
did whom the king of Assyria sent into the cities of
“Israel in place of the ten tribes. Whereby it hap-
pened, so great was ‘the influence of this principle,
that in the same time and country, the Jews of Jeru-
salem added the Pagan idolatries to their own reli-
gion, while the Pagans of Samaria added the Jewish
rel%ion to their idolatries.
ut when these people of God, in consequence of
having their dogmatic theology more carefully incul-
cated to them after their return from the captivity,
beeame more rigid in pretending not only that their
religion was true, but the only true one, then it was
Ahat they began to be treated by their neighbours,
and afterwards by the Greeks and Romans, with the
atmost hatred and contempt for this their inhumani-
ty and unsociable temper. 'To this cause alone we -
are to ascribe all that spleen and rancour which ap-
pear in the histories of these later nations concernin
them. Celsus fairly reveals what lay at bettom, and
out for them all. “ If the Jews, on these ac-
counts,” says he, « adhere te their own law, it is not
for that they are to blame. I rather blame those who
forsake their own country religion to embrace the
Jewish. But if these people give themselves airs of
sublimer wisdom than the rest of the world, and on
that score refuse all communion with it, as not equal-
ly pure, I must tell them that it is not to be believed
that they are more dear or agreeable to God than
other nations.” Hence among the Pagans the Jews
came to be distm§uished from all other people by the
name of a race of men odious tg the gods, and with
good reason. 'This was the reception the Jews met
with in the world. :
When Christianity arose, though on-the foundation
of Judaism, it was at first reeeived with great com-
placency by the Pagan world. The Gospel was fa-
vourably heard, and the superior evidence with which
3t was enforced induced men long habituated to pre-

~
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tended revelations to reeeive it into the sumber of’
the established [religions.] Accordingly we find one
Roman emperor. introducing it among his closet re-
ligions, and another proposing to the senate to give it:
amore public entertainment. But when it was found
- to carry its pretensions higher, and like the Jewish to
claim the title of the only true one, then it was that
it began to incur the same hatred and contempt with.
the Jewish. But when it went still farther, and urg-
ed the necesgity of all men forsaking their own na-
tional religions, and embracing the Gospel, -this so
shocked the Pagans that it soon brought upon itself
the bloody storm which followed. Thus you have
the true origin of persecution for religion—a perse-
cution not committed, but undergone by the Chris-.
tian cburch. Hence we see how it happened that
such good emperors as Trajan and Mark Antonine
came to be found in the first rank of persecutors—
a difficulty that hath very much embarrassed the en-
quirers into ecclesiastical antiquity, and given a han-
dle to the deists, who impoison every thing, of pre-
tending to suspect that there must be something ve-
ry much amiss in primitive Christianity while such.
wise magistrates could become its persecutors. But
the reason is now manifest. : S
The Christian pretensions overthrew a fundament-
al principle of Paganism, which they thought found-
ed in nature, namely, the friendly intercommunity of
worship. And thus the famous passage of Pliny the
younger, becomes intelligible : ¢ For I did not in the.
least hesitate but that whatever should appear on con-
fession to be their faith, yet that their frowardness,
and inflexible obstinacy, would certainly deserve pun-
ishment.” What was the “.inflexible obstinaey
It could not be in- professing a new religion—that was
a thing common enough. ft was the refusing all com-.
munion with Paganism—refusing to throw a grain of
incense upon their altars. - For we mist not think,
as is commonly imagined, that this was at first enfoycw
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ed by the magistrate to make them renounce their re-
ligion, but only to give a test of its hospitality and so-
ciableness of temper. It was indeed, and rightly too,
understood by the Christians to be a renouncing of
their religion, and so, accordingly, abstained frem.
The misfortune was that the Pagans did not consider
the inflexibility as a mere error, but as an immorali-
ty likewise. The unsociable uncommunicable tem-
per, in matters of religious worship, was esteemed by
Lhe best of them as a hatred and aversion to man-
ind. :

- Thus Tacitus, speaking of the burning of Rome,
calls the Christians ¢ persons convicted of hatred to
all mankind.” Buthow? The corfessions of the Pa-
gans themselves concerning the purity of the Chris-
tian morals shews this could be no other than a being
« convicted” of rejecting all intercommunity of avor-
ship, which, so great was theirprejudice, they thought
could proceed from nothing but their hatred towards

“mankind. Universal prejudice had made men re-
gard a refusal of this intercommunity as the most bru-
tal of all dissociability. And the emperor Julian,
who understood this matter the best of any, fairly
owns that the Jews and Christians brought the exe-
cration of the world upon them by their aversion to
the gods of Paganism, and their refusal of all commu-
nications with them.” , -

- . .- Jones’ Hist. Waldenses, v. i. p. 146—8.

. The Pagans in all this proceed on the plain com-
mon sense principle that he who holds communion
with any religious society acknowldges, by the ve-

fact-of doing so, all the publie known principles of
- the body which he thus joins. He who would not ac-
knowledge all their principles they thought wortby

“of execration and even death. .

Vour. L 22%
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MEETINGS FOR PRAYER AND CHRISTIAN CONFEKR-
ENCE. «

To the minister and session belong the superin--
fendence and oversight of all the ordinances appoint-
ed by-the Head of the Church for the edification of
saints—and among these prayer meetings. Nature,
as well as the Holy Scriptures, teaches the propriety
of social worship among Christians, as a means of
promoting each other’s sanctification. In most de-
partments of business men form societies that, by mu-.
tuel counsel and co-operation, common objects may:
be promoted. Hence commercial, mechanical, agri-
cultural, political, literary, and benevolent societies,
have been formed, and their number and extent-mul-.
tiplied in proportion to the progress made in their va-
rious pursuits. 'Their power has been tested by long
experience, and their geneﬁcent results extensively
felt;* and, in religion, ¢ as iron sharpeneth iron, so
doth the countenance of a man his friend.”” That
Christians should meet: together for the purpose of
mutual edification is a dictate of common sense. The
saints are comparatively few and feeble in themselves,
and in contending; against the powers of darkness,
whose armies are numerous, and deeply versed in
tactics infernal, they require-all the aids which they
can derive from one another. For increase in know-
ledge, in which much of the power of the Christian -
consists, and for the excitement of ardent and sin-
cere devotion, so closely connected with all religious
* consolation, what more happily adapted than these
devotional associations ?

To this point we refer such commands as this =~
“ Exhort one another.”t We are aware that this
t8xt has been often adduced as a warrant for what is

¥] almpmng ‘we prefer personal, and private, exerﬁons,w
u .ti& .
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called exhortation by gifted brethren, and whieh in
fact is lay preaching; but the text wears no Such as-
pect, gives no countenance * to running unsent,”” and
“to climbing up some other way” than that which
Christ. hath appointed by regular induction into the
ministarial office.” It is mutual exhortation, in which
no ane assumes the right of instructing others; in
which ke who now exhorts is the next moment to be
exhorted by him who is now exhorted. Al this is
to be done in the way of conversation—sober, solemn,
and grave conversation—on the great doctrines of the
Christian system—on the culture of the devotion of
the heart—and on the deep interests of the church of
Christ. The duty commanded by the apostle can
never be performed to edification, effectually, and
generally, unless at appointed seasons. When the
disciples, of Christ meet transiently, and in the bus-
tle of earthly labour and worldly thought, how rarely
are the topics of religion introduced ? That they are
so rarely is ground of lamentation. . But it must be
admitted that on many occasions, they would be un-~
seemly and savour rather of hypocrisy than true God-
liness. How then shall we ¢ exhort one another ?
In society meetings. Hore the object is not so much -
the conversion of sinners ag the edification of saints.
It is precisely bere that the lay preachers or exhort-
ers mistake.. The whole address supposes those to
whom Paul speaks to be converted already ; and his
meaning is, let one believer in the Lord Jesus Christ
exhort another heliever.

In these discussions, as the opinions of men are va-
rious, and their modes of illustrating them diversified,
there will be much need of Christian forbearance,
meekness, and gentleness, that “all things may be
done to edifying,” and mutual kindness and love pro-
moted among the members of the body of Christ,
and ¢ all grow up together into an holy temple unto
the Liord.” The pride of making a display of know-
ledge, and spiritual pride in. detailing Christian expe~

b}
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rience, should be most scrupulously guarded against.
The prayers offered up should not be long, nor the re-
marks made in conversation prolix.

Such meetings for social prayer were held during
the time of the Babylonian captivity, more than five
hundred years before the incarnation of the Messiah,
and with the most express and cheering approbation
of the God of Isreai. * They that feared the Lord
spake often one to another,” (or exhorted one anoth-
er,) “and the Lord hearkened and heard it : and a
book - of remembrance was written before him for
them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his
name. And they shall be mine saith the Lord of
hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels.”*
Malachi, who has recorded these facts, and this pro-
mise, - prophecied after-the rebuilding of the temple
by Nehemiah, and plainly refers to an old practice of
the Jews, especially, we apprehend, to the time of the
captivity, when prayer neetiags were the chief ordi-
nance of soeial worship to which the people of God,
in their banishment from their own land, had access.
It is highly probable that prayer meetings have been
held by believers ever since there was in the world
a church composed of distinct families. However
far back they may have extended, the declaration- of
Malachi embraces the whole, and assures us that the
Lord of hosts was in the midst of them recording their

+ prayers, praises, and mutual exhortations, with ap-
probation, and that all such fearers of his name thus
‘““assembling themselves together” for devotional eon~
‘versation, and other religious exercises, are jewels in
his estimation whieh he will guard and gather to him-
self at last, as his peculiar treasure. c

Prayingsocieties were held in the daysof the apos-
tles. When a few converts in any Jewish or heath-
en country were made, they were associated togeth~
er into a praying society. They must forsake the

* Mal. iii. 16, 17.
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worship: of idols and their temples,.and wheén the a-
postle or evangelist left them, there were no public
ordinances on which they could attend; they there-
fore were associated in prayer meetings, where “they
spake to onme another,” ¢ exhorted one another,”
prayed together and sang together, thus imparting
mutual strength in the way of holiness, and keeping-
alive the spirit of Christianity, until they could re-
ceive ministerial aid, * to lengthen their cords,
strengthen their stakes, and stretch out the curtains
of their habitation.” These small societies were cal-
led churches,(sx\nem.) “Greet Priscillaand Aquila—
likewise the church ‘that is in their houseright.”*
The church here does not mean the family of Pris-
cilla and Aquila; for that is greeted in the third
verse; and the distinct salutation, in the fifth verse,
is sent to the church in. their house. The word
oixos is used for the habitation of a family, and some-
times for those who lived in it, but the latter is com-~
monly expressed by oixia household, and neither is
ever used agjequivalent to ecxAnsia church.  Were it
even so, the children would not be thus designated.
as distinguished from the parents, while in- this salu-
tation, it must on this supposition be interpreted in.
that way. ¢ The church in their house,” refers then-
to others, to a society of Christians who met for
prayer in their house. This society, 1 Cor. xvi. 19.
sends a salutation tothe Christians-at Corinth, where
it is again called a church. In the city of Collosse,
too, we find such a church. or prayer meeting in the
house of Nymphas.: ¢Salute:Nymphas, and the
church which is in his house.t - .

The -prayer meeting must be seleet, for it is cal-
led a church ; persens -connected with the church,
or sober people -of goed: ireputation whe are seeking
a connection with the disciples af Jesus. In Malachi,-

‘those * who spake one.to another,” are called ¢ the-

. *Rom. xvi. 8, 5 tColl. iv, 14,

. .
- .
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fearers of God,” a common name for the professors
of religion. The prayer meetings of the Old and
New Testaments were not promiscuous assemblies,
such as are congregations that meet to hear the word
preached. Mutual confidence would be weakened,
the weak and the timid would be deterred from the
exercise of their gifts, or exposed to the ridicule of
the ungodly, and the objects of the society frustrat-
g

ed. :

*  The exhortation or commsaad of Paul to the He-
brews js to the same point.f * Let us consider one
another to provoke unto love and to good works not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together as the
manner of some is; but exhorting one another.”
The latter part of this quotation has been consider-
ed above. The apostle speaks of himself and the
believing Hebrews whom he commands to provoke
one another tolove and to good works, and to assemble
together for that purpose. The assemblages were
to be select, professors of religion and those wor-
$y persons who were seeking a connection with

em. ‘

- Wherever societies are not select one of two things
happens. Either the minister of the congregation
takes the lead—all the duties devolving on himself,
snd one or two old men, as few are willing either to
pray or speek before a mixed multitude ; or one or

*two gifted brethren become expositors, or in other
words, lay Xteachers. This is not mutual provoking
to love and good works. Besides, in this passage
we have an express command ; whereas, it may be al-
leged that all the other passages quoted are examples
only. Thisis indeed true, but bad we even only ex-
amples approved and blessed of God, we ought ta
infer the institution by divine authority, and consid-
er the duty binding, but in the text from Hebrews
e have express command, making the duty obliga-

1 Heb. 3% 24y 25



tory, and hence a minister and his elders, ought to
see that those under their care do * not forsake the
assembling.of themselves together.” '

From six to ten families are a sufficient number
for comfogt and edification. Our congregations or-
dinarily would, then have eight or ten distinct pray-
er meetings, and it should be understood to be the
duty of every male member who has been at the
Lord’s table, to officiate in devotion as the mouth of
the society. Children too should be encouraged to
-attend in order to be catechised. Where the mem-
bers live near-to each other, the meetings should be
held weekly, on other days than the Sabbath, when
there is stated preaching ; and on the Sabbath when
there is none. These prayer meetings have been
held by the members of the Reformed Presbyterian
charch, from the time of the organization of that
church in Britain, and in many of the secession con-

gregations.

REVIEW.

We commence in the. Department of Reviews, with
the new year: and with articles which treat of the
object of Christian worship—the Godhead, and the
Persons in the Godhead, in their distinct and related
state as revealed to us in the Scriptures. We also
cherish a hope, that our learned correspondents will
furnish us, from time to time, with the means of con-
tinuing, with some degree of punctuality, notices of
new and interesting publications..
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REVIEW OF DR. KIDD AND PROFESSOR STUART.

1. A Dissertation on the Eternal Sonship of
Christ, by Jamss Kidd, D: D. Professor of Oriental
Languages in Marischal College and University of
Aberdeen, &c. &c. p. p. 357. Oct.

Aberdeen, 1822.

2. Letters, on the Eternal Generation of the Son
of God, addressed to the Rev. Samuel Miller, D. D.
by Moses Stuart; Associate Proféssor of Sacred Lit-
erature in tlie Theological Seminary, Andover, p. p.
166. Octav.

Andover, 1822.

‘The two respectable gentlemen, whose names “p-
pear above, are of high rank and reputation as scho-
lars, and have long been considered as well versed
in sacred literature. They have both, before now,
appeared to the public with works nearly related to
one another, as well as intimately connected with
the subject to which they at present call the attention
of the churches on each side of the Atlantic—they
have written on the doctrine of the Trinity, and the
Divinity of Jesus Christ; and now discuss the na-
ture of the relation subsisting between the persons of

the Trinity, especially that, between the Father and |

the Son.

It appears, from the publications, under review,
that, about the same time, and unknown to each o-
ther, they have been labouring in the same field of
biblical criticism ; and, we doubt not, with like in-
dustry and sincerity, although they have arrived,
without intending to be antagonists, at opposite re-
sults. Doctor lgidd comes to the ¢onclusion, that
the three Persons of the Godhead, subsist in one sim-
ple immutable essence, divinely and eternally relat-

ed the one to the other; that this related state s ne--
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eessary to the deity ; that the relation is revealed to us
in the holy scriptures; and, that it is indicated by
the terms Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Mr Stuart
seems -to conclude, for he is not yet quite explicit
and consistent, that tf there be three persons in the
Godhead, they are not necessarily related, but exist,
vach, independently of every other ; that the related *
state, revealed in the Scriptures, is voluntaly and
temporary—economical and not divine : and that the
“terms Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, denote not a re-
al relation in the Godhead; but assumed relations of
the Deity which are merely official, or economical
for the salvation of man. He seems to think that di-
vine revelation declares merely what God s to us,
without signifying what Ae ts tn himself; but Dr.
Kidd affirms, that wkat God has become to us, is de-
signed to shew what Ae 13 in himself; and, that Rev-
elation does not answer its purpose, otherwise than,
by declaring the true God, in the attributes and per-
sons of the Godhead, as necessarily and immautably
related. ,

We find it ourselves somewhat difficult to conceive
of God’s declaring to us what three persons have be-
come for our sakes, without also declaring what the
persons are, who did become so, on our account.
Surely God’s last end, in creation, is the display of
his own perfections, to make known what he ts; and
the peculiar object, of the redemption by Christ, is
to make known the persons, in the Godhead in their
" related states: for, “this is life eternal, that they
might know thee, the only true God”—rHE ETER-
NaL TRiNITY— and Jesus Christ”—officially ap-
pointed by the covenant of grace,—*whom thou hast
sent.”

It is a fundamental principle, in all such minute
investigations, we would say in all intellectual theo-
logical discussions, that God reveals himself to marm,
¢ that they might know thee, the only true God.”
Upon this simple axiom depends the decision of the

Ver. L. 23 :
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whole controversy respecting the object of religious
worship.  The dispute, with Polytheists, those that
assume the name of Unitarian, and among Trinitari-
ans themselves, about the filiation of Chnist, and the

rocession of the Spirit, depends upon this question,
{[as God, indeed, made HIMSELF known to man?
This is unquestionably, the dividing line between the
Christian and the Heretic, by whatever name he may
be called. Let us apply this principle—God has
made himself known.

Now, the Deity is made manifest by his works
and by his word; and the Scriptures are, not only,
the best revelation, but also a sufficient declaration
of what God is ¢n himself. Do you believe there is
an invisible superior to whom homage is due from all
the earth? So say the Pagans. Do you believe this
invisible being is oNE? So say the Persian magic-
ians, the Mahometans, the Socinians, the Deists, and
the unbelieving Jews. Do you believe the Bible
tells us many good.things of God and of his relation
to man? So say they all. What then? Thereis
one thing more: God, in the Bible, makes himself
known to us for our salvation. This is the principle
by which we would try that theory, which affirms
that the terms FATHER, soN, and spiriT respect God
only in his dealings with men, and not as he is in
himself.

. L If these terms are merely economical, they may
be classed with the terms Creator, Preserver, Gov-
ernor, King, Husband, Redeemer, Lawgiver, Judge,
Sanctifier, Comforter, &c. &c. and, then, we know
not if there be any distinct persons, or how many,
are in the Godhead. This would immediately lead
to :h subversion of the doctrine of the Trinity alto-
ether,
8 2. If these terms denote the relations into which
the Persons of the Godhead voluntarily entered for
our salvation, and not the actual relationsin the God-
head, ther we have no revelation, at all, of the real
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persong of the Trinity, and God has not as yet re-
vealed HIMSELF toman; for there are no other terms
to denote three actual distinctions. :
. 8. Itis not conceivable, that there are three per~
sons in the divine essence, without being in a relat-
ed state, and distinguished by personal properties;
and it is equally incredible, that, if there be such per-
sons, so distinguished and related, God should not
have made these persons known by their properties,
and relation to each other, in the same indivisible,
infinite, and immutable essence. :
-- We conclude, therefore, that; as God has made
himself known to man, in his persons, as well as at-
, tributes, the terms Father, Son, and Spirit, are not
only founded upon a threefold distinction, but do ac-
tually declare both the distinction and their peculiar
properties. The relation of Father, then, is eter-
nal ; the relation of Son is eternal ; and the relation
of Spirit, both of the Father and the Son, is eternal,
necessary, and immutable, because it is divine.
This is the oNLY TRUE Gop, Father, Son and Ho-
ly Ghost, into whose name we are baptized, and in
whom all our salvation is concentered. Math. 28,
19, 2 Cor. 13, 14—Every one that loveth is born of
God, end knoweth God.
Of the two authors before us, Dr. Kidd appears to
be the ablest reasoner; but Mr. Stuart, the most
perplexed and perplexing disputant. The former is.
profound in thought and rich in language, the latter,
an acute and persevering controversialist. The Scot-
tish Divine has taken up the subject, without special
reference to any book or person, on the broad and
sure basis of its own merit, and endeavours to vindi-
cate the common creed of the churches of God among
the nations ; but, our neighbour, of Massachusetts,
has particularly addressed the Reverend Doctor Sam-
wel Miller, and has put forth his strength in support
of, what he himself represents, as having-been, fox
nearly forty years, the faith of the mast orthodox
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parts of the New-England churches.. His words are
“Pp- 4 5-

« During all my Theological life, 1 never once heard the doc.
trine of eternal generation seriously avowed and defended.
Nearly all the ministers of New-England, since I have been on
the stage, have, so far as I know their sentiments, united in re-
jecting 1t, or in regarding it as unimportant.” .

The gentleman, whom Mr. Stuart has chosen par-
ticularly to oppose, Dr. Miller, is as well known and
-as. much admired, both at home and abroad, as any
one that could well have been selected for a corres-
pondent on - the subject; and we indulge the hope,
that he will, in due time, speak for himself and g:-
nish us with opé)ortunity to bring the discussion again
before our readers. In the mean time, we refrain
from making any remarks on his Letters ox Unitari-
anism, which Mr. Stuart has attacked. :

We take pleasure in mentioning, before we pro-
ceed further, some - things very commendable, in
which the Professor of Aberdeen, and the Professor
of Andover, resemble one another, although they dis-
cover very different degrees of intellectual endow-
meat; and argue in defence of opposite sides of the
same great question. They, both, display a temper
éntirely under control; and observe due courtesy
throughout the discussion. They are, alike, ardent,
without irritation, and decisive, without being mag- .
isterial. Each of them, too, offers a perfectly satis-
factory apology for his undertaking. We readily
join them in affirming that every man should speak
out. It is vain to attempt to silence inquiry, and it
would be criminal were 1t practicable. '

“Iam satisfied that the time has come when it is necessary to
examine well the doctrines which we believe and inculcate. The
watchful opponents of our common faith have their eyes on all
the steps of its advocates, and will demand a reason for all that
they inculcate. But independently of this, the love of truth
should he enough to stimulate us to the highest efforts, in order
to know what we ought to believe and teach.—I must say, that

_ the supposition, we canno: and may not discuss theelogical ques-
tions, ghout which different opinions are entertained amang us,
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#,in fact, reproachful to us, and to the cause of truth, which:we
rofess above all things to leve.—It is useless to claim an imag-

nary perfection, which does not, and never did, and never w

ist in the present world-; and to-the cause of truth it would be
deléterious, in a_ hi%‘! degree, o suppress in any way, or dise
eourage the spirit of i , wiren conducted with sobriety and:
decarum. I am so well persuaded of-the truth and propriety of
these sentiments, that I canmot hesitate to lay before my Chris-"
_ tian brethren, who believe in the doctrine of fhe gene-

ration of Son of God, the following considerations to invite ex- -
amination of this subject.”—Stuart’s Letters, pp. 10 and1%.

- 'Ta all this we annex our approbation. - Such free
inquiry is becoming the age, is worthy of an Amer-
ican, and requisite in .a Christian Divine. With
equal truth, and perhaps more pathos, speaks our
trans-atlantic Professor. We cannot quote him at
sufficient length in continuation, to give a fair speci-
men of his strong yet tender reasoning, on the sub-
ject. We give scraps, that answer our present pur-
pose, without injury to Ais sentiments.

“The doctrine of the Eternal Sonship of Jesus Christ has-
been received by the Qrthodox Church. in all ages—of late
ears, however, its truth has been questioned ; and the subject
s, in consequence, become- a.subject of controversy.- Man in-
every age, has directed his_attention te-that superior power by
which the energies of creation are wielded.. From the contem-
tion of himself, and the beings with whom le miirgles, he has-
n directed, either throuEh the medium of sense or.reflection,
to survey that which is mightier than himself or hisifellows. An:
“impulse, undefined, inherent in his neture, has led: him to.con-
clude; that all power does not stop within those limits by which:
be feels-himself circumscribed ; and his excursive faculties have
carried hinrin- quest of the last link in the chuin of the aniverse.
That Being has-sought man, and has revealed himself to him ;
the proclamation of glad tidings has been made ; the messenﬁ;
foretold has come, and:in his coming has brought healing-in
wings to the disordered soul.. God in his essence isone and in-
divisible ; and-in that.essence, .there are Three pérsons in rela-
ted states: The objectof the following observations is to main--
“tain, that the doctrine, of the: eternal” Sonship of the second:
Person of the Tiinity, is revealed in. the Scriptures of truth,
Such an investigation, conducted. with the-bumility and rever-
ence which the subject requires, is calculated by the process.
and by the couclusion attained to enlarge-our views of as;
be has revealed his nature, to expand acity in the con--
templation of the grandear of Him who fills heaven and eartin
with' his gloryéto ustiate the self-existent aspect of the: being;
You. K. 23*
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of God, and his redeeming aspect in the restoration of man, and
to explore the everlasting purpose of the yglorious Three, who in
thewr eternally related states, said, in consultation, ¢ let us make
man,” and who in the developement ot that purpose, have cre-
ated man anew. It is an investigation calculated to elevate the
immortal Spirit to cammunion with bim. It conduces, when
‘properly conducted, to a charitabie and benificent frame of

_mind. The question ought not to engender one unbharmonious -

emotion.”

We admire Kidd’s Dissertation, as an able defence
of the faith of the church, theugh we disapprove of
his giving up, without a cause, or advantage to his
‘own argument on the term Logos, the disputed text,
1 John 5, 7, and we by no means, admit'all his-sub-
tle metaphysical ideas, and fag fetched etymologies.
"These are, however, but spots. ' '
~ Mr. Stuart’s theory of God, and we fear ke repre-
sents the prevailing sentiments of the eastern sec-
‘tion of our country, seems to be a revival of the
Trithessm of former ages—three distinct, supreme,
‘and independent beings, each of them, seperately
gelf-existent. We hope it is not Sabellianism, with
a supreme Logos and ;gurative Trinity. His letters
-abound in such assertions as the following.

“We do helieve there isa distinction in the Godhead—whieh

- we suppose maybe semething more than mode of existence. The

LoGos is a name for the second distinction.of the Trinity as
-such. Sen, therefore, does primarily indicate the inferior va-
-ture-—inferior to that of the Father.” Father, Son, and Hol

Spirit, are words. which designate the distinctions of the Gody-
head as manifested to us, and are not inlended to. mark the eler-
nal relations of the Godhead as they are in themselves, and in
relation to each other. I believe the Logos is really divine,
self-existent, uncaused, mde?’mdmt, and immutable 15 himself

-2 BRING §ELF-EXJSTENT.

Here, -then, we have three distinctions, each of
them A SELF-EXISTENT BEING, independently of the
others—something more than mode of existence in the
Godhead, and not at all related to one anether, as
Father, Son, and Spirit—three self-exisient beings,
each of them independent, supreme, immense, im-

mutable sud eternal in himself, and irrelated the one
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to the other; for, as is the sccond distinction, so al-
so is the first, and the third: and the Logos is di-
vine," self-existent, independent and immutable in
himself, according to our author.

This theory, which, we lament to learn from Mr.
Stuart, is entertained by the New-England Divines,
appears to be more irrational and absurd, than the
theory of Socinus and Priestley.

We will now quote from Dr. Kidd.

“There are three persons in the Godhead and these three
must exist independently or in related states. If. they exist in-
dependently of each other, they are then each an independent

erson ; conscquently there are three independent and separate

eities. This goes to affirm there are three Gods. We may
further rerark, that if the three persons exist independently of
each other, each, as a divine person, must possess all the quali-
ties of the Deity inhering in himself; consequently each, -inde-
pendently of the others, possesses self-existence, eternity, im-
tnensity and immutability. There, thus, would be three self-
existences, eternities, iminensities, and immutabilities. This in-
troduces Polytheism. The. Persons of the Godhead do not,
therefore, exist independently, but in related slates, and these re-
lated states must be natural and ary in the divine essence,
which is simple, absolute, and indivisible.” .

~ ‘This argument appears to us conclusive against the
New-England theory; and we recommend it to the
_careful attention of Mr. Stuart, and the modern the-
ologians who have forsaken the faith of their Fathers.
or ourselves, repeated examinations serve to con-
firm us in the belief, that there is no medium between
Polytheism and Unitarianism after some form, ex-
cept a belief of three persons necessarily related to-
eack ather, in one divine essence,as Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, according to the Scriptures, in their
most obvious meaning,. ' .
- We will proceed, however, to give a succinct an-
,:zlysis of the two publications, which lie upon our
esk.

{Ta be continued.}
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REVIEW OF STRONG ON THE PLAGUE OF 1822, 1x
NEW- YORK.

The Pestilence, a Punishment for Public Sins ;
A Sermon, preached in the Middle Dutch Church,
November 17, 1822, after the cessation of the Yel-
low Fever, which prevailed in New-York, ia 1822,
By Pascal N. Strong, A. M. one of the collegiate,
ministers of the Reformed Dutch Church in New-
York. Published by request. Published by H.
Sage, 228 Broadway, 1822, pp. 26.

The interest which the Christian public will feel in
this sermon must be greatly increased from the eon-
siderations that it was the first discourse which the
pastor preached to his- people after the cessation of
the plague, which lred-left a ir-eat part of the epulent
city of New-York without inhabitants, and that a vi-
olent and eulpable attack-had been made upon it by
two popular journals of extensive circulation, and
considerable influence. The journals to which we:
allude are the National Advocate,.the most prominent

aper of that political party that now governs New-

ork state, and the National Intelligencer, the cabi»
net paper of the United States government.. Anar-
ticle in the Advocate denouncing the preaclier for
representihg. the yellow fever as a punisliment sent
by heaven upon New-York for sin, was copied by
the Intelligencer, with. approbation, and with very
severe remarks, by tlie Iatter paper, upon tlie preach-
er. We do not absolutely affirm that the infidel ed~
itor of the Iatelligencer uttered the sentiments of the
government of thie United States, though the paper
which he edits has been long considered the organ.
of the cabinet, and though we fear there is very little-
respect for either the church of Christ or her ministry
in the officers of the general government..
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_The Evéning Post, the Advocate, and the States-
man, had before made a similar attack, on another
minister of the Gospel for giving utterance to senti-
ments similar to those contained in the sermon be-
fore us. In both cases they ignorantly, or impious-
ly, assume the broad ground that the ascription of
the calamity, with which the metropelis of this com-

- monwealth was visited last summer t& a visitation of
God fer sin, is intolerant, superstitious, and wicked,

We rejoice that Mr. Strong has had the fidelity to
the Lord Jesus Christ, his master, ‘after former at-
tacks, and knowing what I\e had to expect from men
of corrupt minds, to utter the truth faithfully and fear-
lessly, whether men will hear or whether they will
Jorbear.” !

His text is most appropriate to the occasion. = “If
ye will not be reformed by me, by these thiggs, but
will walk contrary unto me; then will I also whlk con-
trary unto you, and will punish you yet seven times
more for your sins.”—Lev. xxvi. 23, 24. His top-
ics of discussion are: - e

1. The peculiar form—

-. IL “The. probable causes— - '

1IJ. The divine purpose, of the pestilential visita-
tion of New-York. S

IV. The danger in time to come, if the city does
sot reform.

The preacher proves irrefragably, in discussing the
first topic that the pestilence is peculiarly a divine vis-
itation to punish social sins. '

- His probable causes are :

. 1. Breach of Sabbath. Especially on the memo-
rable 25th of July, 1821, to which we have alluded in
a former number. He here states the painful fact,
over which every lover of God and his country will
mourn, that while smarting under the rod of God,
some merchants of the city had, in a neighbouring
village, two bundred hammers under their employ,
in the broad day-light of the Sabbath, erecting tem.-
porary buildings.
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2. An inordinate appetite for gain. The calamity
fell most heavily on the business-part of the city.

3. The love of pleasure, the spirit of dissipation,
and general profligacy of morals—balls, theatres, &c.

4. A spirit of political feeling at war with the au-
thority of God—infidel and immoral men elected to
office. ,

5. He charges the church with a want of zeal for
the purity of Gospel truth, and the misimprovement
of Gospel ordinances. :

We regret to hear from authority so respectable as
Mr. S. that the judgment appears to have had a hard-
ening effect, and to learn, in evidence of the fact,
that on the evening of a fast-day proclaimed by the
magistrates of the city, the theatres were thrown
open. He thinks there is reason to dread; that the
eity ’v,vill be chastised, “ yet seven times more for its
sins.

. Though we would not gratify the curiosity of read-
ers, as we hope they will buy and read the sermon,
yet we could not have refrained from gratifying our-
selves with some extracts, had we not received it toe
late to have room for them in this number. We in-
tend to give them in our next. ' . -

There are marks of haste in the compesition and
the style is somewhat too diffusive. The apology
for these defects is, that when written it was not de-
signed for the press. .

The sermon, however, exhibits some taste, much
boldness of thought, clearness of conception, and
great faitbfulness in the preacher. Itbreaths ano-
ble spirit of Christian magnanimity, worthy of a son
of the Synod .of Dort, and a descendant of Witsius
Spanheim, and Rivetus. We trust his master will
give him grace to persevere, and “beat down before
his face all his malicious foes.”
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SMARTYRDOM OF THE REV. JAMES GUTHRIE.,

This gentleman preached at the coronation of the
king, on the day when the Marquis of‘Argyle put the
crown upon the head of Charles. Argyle, who was
the shield of the reformation in Scotland, having re-
ceived the crown of martyrdom from the house of
Stuart, the next attack was made upon the most em-
inent minister of North Britain.

One reason of the malignity of his persecutors was,
that he had, by the commission of the general assem-
bly of the Scottish Church, announced, in 1650,
against the Earl of Middleton, the sentence of ex-
communication from the church of Christ. In his
trial before parliament the Earl discovered no litte
personal resentment. The following account of his
death is copied from Crookshank’s History of the
Church of Scotland.

“In the beginning of the year 1661, Mr. Guthrie
~ was brought to Edinburgh, and had his indictment
given him for high treason by the king’s advocate.
It was read before him in the h#use on the twentieth
of February. The heads of it were, 1. His contriv-
ing, consenting to, and exhibiting before the commit-
tee of estates, the paper called the western remon-
strances. 2. His contriving, writing and publishing
thatabominable pamphlet, called, The causes of God’s
wrath. 3. His contriving, writing and subscribing
a paper, called, The humble petition, of the twenty-
third of August last, when he was apprehended. 4.
His eonvocating of the king’s lieges at several times
without warrant or authority, to the disturbance of
the peace of the state and of the church. 5. His
declaring his majesty, by his appeal and protestation,
incapable to be judge over him, which he presented
at Perth. And 6. Some treasonable expressions he
was alledged to have uttered in a meeting 1G50 oz
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1651. The curious reader will find the whole of his
indictment and defences at large in Mr. Wodrow’s
appendix. ’ .

is indictment being read, he made an excellent
speech to the'parliament, of which I shall insert the
following brief abstract. '
* <My Lord Chancellor—I being indicted—upon
things alledged to be seditious and treasonable, hum-
bly desire—that my lord coamissioner—will patient-
ly, and without nterruption, hear me as to a few
things I have to say for myself. 1am glad that the
law of God is named in the first place;—1I hope your
lordship, in all your proceedings, will have most re-
spect to this, that I may be judged by the law of God
especially, and by other laws in subordination there-
to. .
As to those laws—mentioned in the indictment,
concerning his majesty’s royal prerogative,—1 hope
—they are to be understood according to the sense
and meaning given by Eosterior acts of parliament—
and—by our solemn public vows and covenants, con-
tracted with God by his majesty and his subject.—
I am first charged, in genera;, of sundry seditious and
treasonable remonstrances, &c. To which I say,
thatgeneralia nonpugnant; they can haveno strength
in the inferring of a crime or guilt,—except they are
fnstanced in particulars.

Oune thing there is in the general charge thatl
cannot and ought not to pass, to wit, that I have se-
ditiously and traitorously purposed the eradicating
and subverting of the fundamental government, &ec.
It is an unjust charge; there was never any such pur-
pose or design in my heart.—As 1 had never any
compliance with the councils or designs of the late
usurping powers against his majesty’s royal father
or himself,—so there was po part of their ungodly
or unjust actings, but I did, in my station and calling,
bear open and public testimony against both by word
andwritigg. My lord,—I can hardly refrajn express-
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sing some grief of spirit, (here he gives an account
of what he suffered under the usurpation) that not-
withstanding all those thiugs, I should now stand.in-
dicted before your lordships, as intending the eradi-
eating and subverting of the ancicnt civil govern-
ment of this nation.—The God of heaven knows that
1 am free of this charge, and I defy all the world, al-
lowing me justice and fair proceeding, which I hope
your lordships will, to make out the same against
me.

The first particular wherewith 1 am charged,—is,
that I did compile and draw up a paper, commonly
¢alled, The Remonstrance, and presented it, or caris-
ed it to be presented tohis majesty and committee of
estates the 22d of October, 1650.—I never did com-
pile or contrive that remonstrance, nor did I present
it, or cause it to be presented—then, or at any other
time. Iindeed, being a member of the commission
of the general assembly, when they gave their judg-
ment upon it, did dissent from their sentence, which
cannot be reckoned any culpable accession theretd
" every man being {ree, without hazard of punishment
to give his judgment freely in the judicature where-
of he is a' member.—

The next particular I am charged with, is the book
of The Causes of God’s Wrath, especially the 5th and
6th artictes.—But I humbly profess to your lordship
and this honourable court of parliament,—1. That
—my accession thereto did not flow from any disre-
spect unto, or dissatisfaction with his majesty’s per-
son or government,—but merely and singly fromn a
constraining power of conscience, to be found faithful,
8s a minister of the Gospel, in the discovering of sin
and guiltiness, that it being taken with, and repented
of, wrath might be taken away from the house of the
king, and from these kingdoms.—Next, my lord, I
wish it may be seriously pondered, that nothing is
lrser%d inlthese causes, as matters of sin and duty,

oL. L.
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but what hath been the common and received dos-
trine of the church of Scotland.

The third particular—is the supplication at Edin-
burgh, August the 23d, to which I acknowledge my
accession, but deny it to be treasonable or seditious,
Because it doth containnothing but a humble petition
concerning those things to which his majesty and all
the subjects of this kingdom are engaged, by the sol-
emn and indispensable oath of the Covenant, with a
sober and serious representation of the danger that
threatens religion.—The indictment is pleased to say
that I charged his majesty with dissimulation and
perjury; but there is no such thing in the supplica-
tion, which doth only put him in remembrance of
holding fast the oath of the covenant.

.As to what is alledged against the lawfulness of
our meeting.—That meeting cannot fall within those
actsof parliament thatstrike against unlawful conven-
tions ; because every meeting, for business in itself
lawful, is agreeable to the word of God, and the laws
of the land, and, when kept without tumult and mul-
titude such as that was, needs no particular warrant
from authority ;—yea, such meetings are clearly ex-
empted from a breach of those acts of parliament by *

a posterior act of parliament, viz. act 29 parl. 2,

Charles 1.

As to the last particular in my indictment, viz. my
declining his majesty’s authority, 1 confess I did de-
eline the civil magistrate as a competent judge of

ministerial doctrine in the first instance. His auther- |

ity in all things civil, I do with all my heart acknow-
ledge.—But that the declining of the civil magis-
trate’s being a judge of minister’s doctrine, in the
first instance, may appear not treason and sedition,
but lawful and warrantable, I humbly offer. (. That
such declinatures are agreeable to—God’s word, and
to the Confession of Faith, and doctrine of this
shurch confirmed and ratified in parliament—And
therefere it huth been the ordinary practice of this
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kirk, in such cases, to use such declinatures since the
time of the reformation from popery—2. Such de-
clinatures are agreeable to, and founded upon the
National Covenant, and Solemn League and Covenant
by which the king’s majesty himself, and all the sub-
jects of this kingdom, are bound to maintain the doc+
trine, worship, discipline, and government of this
church.—Upon these %rounds I did give in, and do
assert that declinature for vindicating the crown, dig-
nity, and royal prerogative of Jesus Christ,—but with
gl due respect to his majesty, his greatness and au-
ority.

Asn}t'o that act of parliament 1584, it was made at
a time when the settled government of this church
—was wholly overturned—and hath been often re-
pealed—and stands repealed now at the down sitting
of this parliament, it was reversed 1592—and by the
4th act, parl. 2, Charles I. and by the 6th act, parl.
2. Charles I.— '

The sum of what I have said I comprise in these
two. 1. That I did never propose, or intend to
speak or act any thing disloyal, seditious or treasona-
ble, against his majesty’s person, authority or govern-
ment, God is my witness.—Next—I have founded
my speeches and writings, and actings in those mat-
ters, on the word of God, and on the doctrine, Con- -
fessious of Faith, and laws of this church, and kin,
dom, upon the National Covenant of Scotland, and
the Solemn League agd Covenant between the three
kingdoms of Scotland, England and Ireland. If these:
foundations fall, I must fall with them; but if the
sustain and stand in judgment, as 1 hope they wi
I cannot acknowledge myself, neither, I hope will hig
majesty’s commissioner, and the honourable court of
parliament, judge me guilty of sedition and treason,
notwithstanding any lﬁng contained in the indiet-
ment.’ . .

{To be eontinued.) :
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CULTURE OF THE SILK WORM.

About five years ago, Wm. Gillespie, esq. of the
wown of Montgomery, Orange county, (N. Y3 sowed
seed for a nursery of the white mulberry (morus alba)
for the purpose of the culture of the silk worm. The-
ground accupied by the nursery is about four square
rods. This small lot yielded, last summer, 176
skeins of sewing silk, rivalling in softness, strength,
and beauty, the best imported specimens of the same
article. These skeins, with a sufficient quantity of
tow for a pair of stockings, would command in mar-
ket$10.. The whole labour expended in the culture;
Mr. Gillespie estimates at $2—making the produce
of four square rods $8. One acre cultivated in the
same way would yield $320, besides the expense of
the labour. - .

Farmers might cloathe their wives and daughters
in silks of good quality at less expense than it now
requires to clothe them in fine cottons. It is esti~
mated that $5,000 worth of sewing sitk is sold annu-
ally in Orange county alone, and the whole sales of
the article in the state of New-York may probably be
estimated at $150,000. Al this would be saved to
our country by the extension of this very profitable.
branch of husbandry so as to supply the home con-
sumption. Much of the labour, too, can be perform-
ed by small childres, who would otherwise be idle,
and thus early habits of industry would be created.

The whole process is simple, and a knowledge of it
easily acquired, After the middle of May, the egg
of the silk worm is brought from the bureau, and ex-
posed to the warmth of the air, but not to the rays-
of the sun. ‘Early in June, the term of incubation
expires, and the small silk worms make their appear-~
ance. They are now to be fed by mulberry leaves
with which they are supplied twice a day—the leaves
% be scattered in the enclasure where they are kept.
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Is about six weeks, they attain their full growth,
when they are of a beautiful golden colour. small
quantity of leaves supplies them for the first five
weeks; the sixth week, they require an abundant
supply. Mr. Gillespie informs us that during this
week, when a stranger visits their apartment, they
leave off eating, raise their horns, and give plain in-
dications that they know him to be strange. :

After feeding about six weeks they quit eating an
are prepared to commence spinning. Oak or Wal-
nut leaves, dried in the sun so as to be curled, are
now thrown into their inclosure : they lodge in the
folds of the leaf and begin to spin from their own
bowels—first the tow by whioh they attach their web
to the leaf, then the thread, which they form into a
solid web, so as to shut themselves closely within.

The larve, or worms inclosed in the balls, that are
intended for propagation, cut their way out of the
silken cell, and escape from their own prison, in the
form of a butterfly, with beautifully variegated wings.
White paper is placed under them, on which the egg
is deposited. One butterfly will deposit 2000 eggs.
These papers with the eggs, are laid away in a chest
or desk, until the following spring, when the process, -
described above, is again repeated. “ O Lord, how
manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast thou made
them all: the earth is full of thy riches.”*

After this interesting insect has furnjshed the fine
material, the tow is picked off the balls, which are
thrown into hot water, and a stick is passed among
them, to which the ends of the threads attach them-
selves. For sewing silk forty of them are laid to-
gether and reeled. The thread, thus composed of
forty fibres, is twisted hard on a large spinning-
wheel, then doubled and twisted again, and wrought
into skeins. The whole process of manufacture is
completed, by scouring, in the same manner as wool

-

: * Psalin civ. 28
Vor.L C24%
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len yarn, to detach the glutinous substance, whith
the worm employs in the fabrication of its thread.
It must be remarked that the Black Mulberry,
{Morus nigra) a native of the United States, will not
answer the purpose so wel. Thesilk manufactured
from its leaf, is said to be of a very inferiour quali-

Mr. Gillespie had a premium of $3 awarded him.
at the anniversary of the agricultural society of Q-
range county,. 1822.

'is'he Legislature of New-York have offered a pre-
mium for the planting of white Mulberry trees..

Specimens. of the ball, the tow, and the sewing
silk, have been deposited with the editor of the Evan~

elical Witness, who will take pleasure in showing
em to any of his friends who may have the curios-
ity to examine them.

NAVAL STATISTICS.

The following are the vessels belonging to the U-
pited States navy. At the beginning of the late war
there were six frigates only, we believe. All Amer-
icans will be gratified at the increase, especially in
the present state of the nations. The able message
of the president indicates the approach of danger.
We shall not be altogether unprepared to meet it
bravely, as the ancient Athenians in the Lacedemo-~
nian war.. In a good: eause suecess is certain.

Ships. .. ... Franklin, . . . . 74
. Independence,. . . 74
Washington, . . . 74
€olumbus, . ., .
©Ohio, . . . . .
North Carelina, . . 74
‘Delaware, . . -
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Prigates . . . Constitution,
United States,

Guerriere, .

Java,. . .

Potomac, .

Congress, .

Constellation,

Macedonian,

Corvettes . . . Cyane, . .
John Adams,

Sloops of War, Ontario, . .
' Peacock, .

Erie,. . .

Hornpet, . .

Brigs. . . .. Spark, . .
Enterprize, .

Schooners. . . Dolphin, .
Nonsuch, .

Grampus, .

e o @ v g e o o

e o e o o

£

Shark, .,
Porpoise,
‘Steam Frigate Fulton, . . .

. Several smaller vessels, gun boats, &c.-

On the Lakes.

e o o o o

e © o o o o a o

o o o o 9

Two 74s, and about 25 other vessels..

BUILDING.

263

Five 74s, four 44s, and two or three steam batteries.

EXAMINATION AND ORDINATION.

On Monday the 16th ult. Mr. Benjamin C. Tay--
lor, a licentiate from the classes of New-Brunswick,
was admitted to an examination before the classes of
Rensselaer, as a test of his qualifications for the du-
ty of an ordained minister. On the subjects of Di-
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dactic and Polemic Theology, the Hebrew and Greek
languages, church government, and history; on exper-
imental religion and views in eotering into the min-
istry he approved himself to the understandings and
hearts of ull who heard him. On Sabbath, the 17th,
he was set apart to the holy calling and instal-
led pastor. of tl!:e United Dutch Reformed congre-
gations of Greenbush and Blooming-Grove. A
large and deeply interested audience attended the so-
lemnities. The Rev. Isaiah F. Johnson, of Schod-
ack, preached from Matthew 16, 19—I give unto you
the keys, &c. The Rev. Mr. Sickles, of Kinder-
hook, offered the ordaining prayer and dclivered the
charge to Mr. Taylor. The Rev. James Romeyn,
of Nassau, delivered the charge to the congregation.
The bestowal of a pastor on these societies so soon
after the departure of their former minister, furnish-
es occasion for repeating with emphatic fervour the
inquirgr of David, “ What shall I render unto the
Lord #” God has fulfilled his promise, “ Though
for a small moment I have forsaken thee, with great
mercy will I gather thee.” May he prove ““a watch-
man on the wall of Jerusalem, who shall not hold
his peace by nigbt or by day, who shall make men-
tion of the Lord and not keep silence, and give him
no restuntil he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.”

OBITUARY.

Susannah Raney, a member of the Reformed
Presbyterian congregation of Coldenbam, and the
wife of David Raney,a ruling elder of the same chureh,
died 1822, January 27th, in the 52d of her age.

Her maiden name was Yakeley. She was bora
near the village of Montgomery, and baptized in the
Reformed Dutch Church. At the age of 18 she was
uaited in marriage, with Mr. Raney, and they were
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both reeeived into the Associate Reformed Church,
by the Rev. Mr. Culbertson, who baptized the elder
children of the family. About the year 1793, they
were bath received into the Reformed Presbyterian
Church, by the Rev. James M’Kinpey. In the com-
munion of this church, she continued until her death,
She was the mother of 9 children, the youngest of
whom had arrived at the age of discretion, before
the children, who survived her, were left mother-
less.

She was a woman of few words, industrious eco~
momical, discreet, and of an evenly placid temper,
She was exemplary in her whole deportment, and
regular in her attendance on all the -public and pri-
vate ordinances of the gospel. She was not “of iteh~
ing ears, heaping up. to herself teachers,” but abode
fast by the maidens of the near kinsman. By such
good works as these, she gave better evidence of love
to Christ, than can be given hy all the boasted ex-
static feelings, on which, unhappily so much stress
is laid, by many modern professors in the churches.
Her religion was intellectual, and her religious feel-
ings too deep and solemn to be noisy.

uring her last illness, which lasted 18 months,
and was very painful, she bore all her sufferings with-
out a murmur, and with most exemplary patience.
Far upwards of twenty years a weekly meeting for
social prayer, was usually held in her house. The
delight and edification which she derived from these
meetings of God’s people, who spake often one to
another, were evinced very strongly en her death-
bed. For at her earnest request, the prayer meet-
ings were generally held in her room. Family wer-
ship had been regularly attended te in the t};mily,
morning and evening for thirty-four years, and at her
request, the morning and evening family sacrifice was
always offered up by her husband beside her death-
bed. She said to her husband and children, “1love
to hear your voices, while you sing praise to God.”™

€

-~
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To her pastor she said, a few days before her
death,—¢If it is God’s will that 1 die of this sick-
ness, I am willing to die. I do not fear death. I
have committed my soul to Christ, and 1 am not a-
fraid to trust him, his promises are my comfort. I
depend on his righteousness. If he should so order,
I would be willing to live longer. He knows best.”
But she expected death. Shortly before her depar-
ture, she said to her eldest unmarried daughter, “all
the trouble that now rests on my mind, is the charge
that I leave to you. It is a great charge, to have the
care of a large family, so I have found it, but God,
my daughter, I hope will support you. Take care
of my grandchildren that we have adopted. They
have no father or mother, and particularly Sophia,
(the youngest,) be a mother to her, wherever you
are, as long as you live.”

She called her family around her, and said,—*1
feel a great change, my death is very near, it has
been my great comfort to hear you sing the praises
of God, and I request that you will sing a psalm while
I depart.”. Her husband said, that he regretted that
his nephew, who is a ruling elder of the same con-
gregation, was not present, as he feared his feelings
would not allow him to comply with her requesty
but he would endeavour to proceed. He then ask-
ed if she had any choice of a psalm? She said, none,
for they all gave her consolation. He then selected
the 23d, -

“'The Lord’s my shepl;erd,” &c.
and the 51st, ' .
“After thy loving kindness Lord,” &e.

of the Psalms of David, for the family sing no other
They sung both these psalms through, and while
singing, she sunk into the arms of death. During a
few breaths which she breathed after the singing, hex
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fusband offered a short prayer, and her soul depart-
ed from the earthly tenement.

The death of this mother in Israel, resembled, in
the article of singing psalms, that of many martyrs in
Scotland, who mounted the scaffold, and approached
the stake, singing the psalms of David. ¢ Blessed
are the dead that die in the Lord.”

ITEMS OF INTELLIGENCE.

Dr. Green has resigned the presidency of Prince-
ton college, and the Rev. Dr. Rice, of Virginia, has
-been elected to fill the vacancy.

‘The Evangelical Monitor gives a list of destitute
Congregational and Presbyterian churches in Ver-
mont. Whether there were destitute towns in which
there are no churches, we are not informed. Very
probably there are. But the catalogue of churches
which have no pastors is sufficiently lamentable. In
Windham county, 10 ; Bennington, 7 ; Windsor, 13;
Caledonia, 9 ; Chittenden, 5 ; Essex, 3; Rutland, 5;
Orange, 4; Addison, 7; Washington, 8; Orleans, 13;
Franklin, S; Grand Isle, 1 ;—Total, 93.

In the 10 years which have elapsed since its forma-
tion, the Vermont Bible Society have received 200
Bibles, as a donation from the Connecticut Bible So-
ciety, and 525 from the American Bible Society, for
distribution in Canada. They nave made donations
to the New-York Bible Society of $300, towards
printing a French edition ; to the American Board of
Foreign Missions, $200, to aid translations wnto for-
eign langnages ; and $2,400 to the American Bible
Society. ¢ Thus it.appears thcy have raised monies
sufficient to purchase more thaun 11,00 Bibles. This
is little, say the directors, to what has been dene by
many of our sister so ieties—little to what m.zht
have been done in this state. But it has furnished
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many a destitute family with the precious word of
evestasting ite.” © They have procured and chicfly
disuibuted, 1631 Bibles and 1350 Testaments.

1'he Protestant Bible Society of France has 23 lo-
cal societies, spreading over as many departments,
anu assisted by 22 bradch societies auxiliary to it
In Pans it has nearly 500 annual subscribers. :

By the 2d annual report of the Marine Bible So-
- cieiy o1 Boston and its vicinity, we learn that 366 Bi-
bles have been distributed the year past, and that 101
remzin on hand. There is but one vepositary—the
preacher to seamen—who has easier access to his
bearers in private conlerence, by means of their ap-
plying for gibles, is the almoner. The funds have
not been sufficient to keep on hand a proper supply.
The Massachusetts Bible Society has given to this
society 200 copies; and a generous individual has
presented 100 more.

A theological seminary in Virginia, was organized
in 1812, and has prepared about 30 young men for
the ministry. Since the death of Dr. Hoge, its late
professor, its operations have been suspended. The
synod of Virginia lately conveyed it in trust to the
presbytery of Hanover, who have voted to reorgan-
1ze the seminary, and elected a board of 12 trustees,
The Rev. Jobn H. Rice, D. D. is chosen professor.

The American Evangelical Tract Society sells to
its auxiliaries Tracts, at the rate of 1500 pages for
one dollar, or a page and a half for a mill. Thisis
about 50 per cent. cheaper than any other tracts here-
tofore offered in the market. They can be had by
application to Jobn Lawson, Newburgh, (N. Y.) whe-
is appointed general agent. :

..
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BYANGQELICAL WITNRSS.

VOL. L. Mav, 1828, NO. X.

Letter to the Editor of the Evangelical Witness.
POPERY IN THE UNITED STATES.

Sig—In a publication such as yours, admitting a
variety of discussion, I hope room will be found for
the following. We have been in the habit (I speak
of Christians generally,) of thinking that Papal exer-
tions, hopes and influence, areatanend. A remark-
able fact has taken place, not unfrequently observed
by aged Christians, that Protestant ministers of the
present age, have almost entirely ceased to pray as
did their forefathers for the downfall of Anti-Christ.
.This can have arisen only from a belief that the pray-
ers of their pious predecessors have been answered.
That they are mistaken, however, may be seen at a
single view of the extensive countries in Europe,
which ¢ worship the beast,” from the very rapid in-
crease in numbers, and power of the Papists in this
country—from the audacity of Papal bulls, against
reading the bible in this age of bibles, and from the
reverence which almost all the crowned heads of
Europe have not long since in one way or another
bestowed on the Pope.

The people of this country, ardent in the love of
liberty, and devoted to its preservation, receiving at
the same time with great cordiality, all who take re-
fuge on its shore from European oppression, while
th ey loak with great and commendable jealousy up, .

v -
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on every indication of a disposition to introduce the
political tyranny of Europe, are little disposed to im-
agine that the monster who for so many ages abused
and oppressed the nations of the old world, can have
the presumption to attemnpt the dissemination of his
principles here. To correct such an imagination in
the minds of those who may examine the pages of
the Evangelical Witness, I shall introduce to their no-
tice, something of the character and principles of
“the United States Catholic Miscellany,” -a paper
published at Charleston, S. C. professedly to ex-
plain and maintain the doctrines of the Roman Cath-
olic Church.  If I might offer an opinion of its me-
rits, its editor is not deficient in the parade of learn-
ing, in ingenuity, extensive correspondence, and the
most indefatigable industry, in the impious cauge he
has adopted. His learning is shewn, in the almost
endless reference to the ancient councils and fathers,
and his ingenuity in the felicity with which he en-
deavouys to apply his facts and principles to the ex-
isting state of things in this country. I believe his -
paper does not want an extensive circulation and pa-
tronage. S

The firstarticle in the prospectusis the following—
in which he states the design of his publication to be
“the simple explanation and temperate maintainance
of the doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church; in
exhibitiog which, its conductors are led to hope that
many sensible persons will be astonished in finding
they have imputed to Catholics, doctrines which the
Catholic Church has formerly condemned, and tma-’
i\ined they were contradicting Catholics, when they

eld Catholic doctrines themselves.”

Your readers will perceive that here is no slum-
bering, and no disguise of the design, though it is
artfully expressed—but a djrect, active and open at-
tempt to disseminate the doctrines of the Romish
Church, which Protestants ever since the. Reforma-

looked upon with truth, as a heretical, im-
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pious, tyrannical, and bloody engine of Satan. ' And- -
that they were right, I shall prove hereafier, if you
will give me the occasional use of your pages. How
far the assertion which I have ventured to change in-
-te-Ttalic is correct, I leave those to judge who are
better acquainted with public opinion than I am—
my fear is, from a variety of causes, that it is exténs-
ively. and lamentably true.  He' promises also, intel--
ligence “ from Rome, Paris, London, Dublin, Cana-
da, South America, and the various parts of the Unit-
ed States,” as well as % other portions of the world ;
and if all the articles on the pages of his Miscellany,
are what they profess to be, he certainly redeems his’

, pledge. It abounds with intelligence, displaying at’
once the activity of Papal emissaries, and the lament-'
able - success with which they meet, particularly’
among the unsuspecting citizens of this country. Bi-
ographical sketches, and anecdotes, illustrative of the
piety, &c. of the servants of the Pope are not want-
ing. AR

g(Jne of the most conspicuous articles, and the most
important in itself, is a laboured vindication, not from
scripture, to which the writer only alludes, but from
the decrees of councils, and Church history, of the
Supremacy of the Pope, on two features, of which I
meaa to offer a few remarks, as the article strikingly
illustrates the real nature and designs of the Churcf;
of Rome. The article is not original, but transcrib-
ed from a British Journal of the same Church.

In the course of his suceessive papers on thissub-
ject, the writer discovers, that the “Mother of Har._:
iéts"’, has not yetforgotten the labours of John Calvin,
minister of the Reformed Church, at Geneva, nor the
merited shame to which he exposed her by tearing
off her highly decorated garments, and discovering
her nakedness to the view of all Europe. ~Every
other Protestant writer, almost, who is mentioned, is
treated with some degree of decorum. - Nothi
but the most vulgar abuse is connected with lﬁ*

PR
4 I
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justly, highly, and extensively honoured name. The
editor here, betrayed by his own passions, has for-
gotten the engagementof a  temperate maintainance’
of bis doctrines. As an evidence of the temper of
this article, and of what Protestants in this country
are to expect from the Church of Rome, should they
fall into her hands, 1 quote the following terms from
his essay. ¢ False assertion—this is all false”—he
has the “impudenee to advance”—* Calvin, here,
only betrays his ignorance of ecclesiastical history, or
his impudence”—¢let those who have been accus-
tomed to look upon this reformer as the greatest
scholar of the age, blush now at his stupidity and ig-
norance”—¢ stupid inconsistency of the Genevan re-
former.” 'This is natural, and so far, itis well : these
are times when'the most artful are compelled to hon-
esty. But the use of such language, respecting a
man who has received such unequivocal testimonies
to his worth, Jearning and piety, betrays what many
would conceal, that Rome has not forgotten her in-
temperate and furious zeal—that noiniag bui una-
voidable necessity, has caused the apparent modera-
tion which is now practised—and that, whenever the
opportunity occurs, the crawling serpentwill become
a roaring lion.  Such a most indecent attack, from
a person making such great pretensions to cultiva-
tion of manners, literature, moderation and piet ,Sas
does the editor of this paper, who is answerabli or
what appears in his columus,) upon the memory of a
man, whose religious faith, in its material points, is
Incorporated in, and sanctioned by the standards of
so many churches in this country—whose labours
and writings are cherished by a considerable bedy of
the most learned and piousmen in the United States,
shews in what light the Church. of Rome still holds
the Reformation, and at what objects the most vehe-
ment efforts are and will be directed. '
2d. The design of the article itself, 1s, 10 prove

‘. “the spiritual supremacy of the Pope.”  That is,
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as the writer explains himself, the Pope is * their
head”—* their rock.” The total silence of the wri-
ter, respecting the claims of the Lord Jesus Christ,
shew how little place the true Head and Rock of the
church occupies in his mind. Decrees of Councils,
volumns of ecclesiastical history are ransacked, and
their decisions exhibited, or pretended to be exhibit-
ed, to support the claims of the Pope of Rome, to
be the Head and Rock of the church—but the scrip-
tures are left neglected and unnoticed. 1t is plain
the writer was sensible that there was very little to
be found in the sacred volume about the Pope,
whieh would be of any advantage to his cause, and
too plain intimations of the end he is to receive from
the living and Almighty Head and Rock, to allow
him to turn his attention there. Butthe * spiritual
supremacy of the Pope,” is-an artful turn, well cal-
culated to disguise claims which it comprehends, but
does not express. The writer, seizing the indiffer-
ence of professed Christians respecting spiritual mat-
ters, attacks them only on that ground, keeping out:
of view the eonsequences which that supremacy has
drawn, and is intended to draw, after it—the power
to-make magistrates his ministers and instruments in
the establishment and accomplishment of his designs.
"That has always been comprehended in the suprem-
acy of the Pope—and for this obvious reason, that
he claims to himself precisely those rights which are
the property of Jesus Christ; and this he does asg
his vicar on earth. It is impossible, therefore, pre-
tending’to be the head of the church in the plaee of
Jesus Christ, that he can- pass by such claims, and
the history of modern Europe shews, too plainly, that
he has never passed by them when he could make
them with any reasonable_expectation of success.—
Let the worship, yielded to-him by the kings and
princes of Europe—let the employment of the sword
of the magistrate in so many centuries, at the dictate
of the Pope—let the arrogance and pride with which-
3r*
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e has given, and taken away, crowns and sceptres,
.gpeak, and tell what is meant’ by the supremacy of
the Pope. This, then, is the true nature of-the su-
premacy which is to be established ; and in whatever
light we contemplate it, in- its connection -with the
temporal welfare, or the eternal interests of men, there
is something in it from which-a reflecting and a hu-
mane mind turns with dread and horror. St
The publication of such a series of essays in this
country, should surely awaken- the attention of men
of inflience. [ am not minutely acquainted with the
history of the Roman Catholic Church in this coun-
try; but for these facts I can vouch that the jealousy
brought by -many of our forefathers from Europe,
which induced them to exclude from the power of
holding political offices, the ministers of the church
of Rome, (a jealousy which they had been taught by
hard earned and bloody experience;) has given way,
and that their numbers' and -influence have greatly
increased. Are these essays designed to prepare
the way for a more direct and extensive exgibition
of the claims of the Pope? To some ef your read-
ors such an attempt may seem too chimerical and
absurd even to be thought of. - But 2 much greater
attempt has been thought of, and accomplished too,
~—the subjugation of all Europe. Besides, what can
be the object of the publication of these essays if it
be not to disseminate these sentiments among the’
citizens of the United States? And what, I pray, can
that be done for if it be not to ‘bring the ¢ unblessed
influence” of KEuropean impiety and  tyranny
In its worst form to these shores? Men rarely
act without some design, still less do artful men, and
least of all the emissaries of the church of Rome. 1
am well aware that the rapid diffusion of intelligence
together with the spirit of liberty and independence,
which dwells in the land, and is moving also upon the
troubled waters of Europe, are considered. as satis-
{actory indications of the hopeless state of Popery.
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T hope they may be so. . But of this we may be cer-
tain that it will not fall without a violent effort for'its
preservation, and that the contest in which we are -
instructed by the sure word of prophecy, the “man
of sin, and son of perdition,” will be brought to ruin :
must from its very nature be preceded by a very ma-
terial restoration of that strength which was paraliz-
ed by the Reformation. 1t cannot, therefore, be un-
worthy of men of intelligence and influence, and
certainly it cannot be unworthy of Christians to have
their eyes attentively fixed on the movements of a
system s fraught with impiéty, and cruelty, and de-
ceit—so fraught with mischief, both temporal and
eternal. a
Before I conclude these remarks, I cannot avoid
adverting to the ingenuity of the writer in his endea-
vouring to set off the Papal dignity, with the mild
authority of merely a spiritual ruler—which to those
who are ignorant of the true character of the Papal
See, may greatly deceive. It appears in a very dif-
ferent light, when seen, in the pages of history, one
Pope, exciting children to rebel against their father,
to dethrone and hold in prison, in his old age, the
natural author of their existence, as did Pope Greg-
ory IV. to the Emperor Louis, in the ninth century
—compelling another to wait barefooted at his gate,
as did Hildebrand, or Gregory VIL to Henry IV.—
treading upon the neck of another, as did Alexander
II. to Frederick I.—and Kkicking off the imperial
crown, as did Celestin to Henry VI.: and when we
recollect also that these are not solitary instances,
but constitute just and correct examples of the inor-
dinate and ungovernable pride of the See of Rome.
Such degradation, indeed, these monarchs merited
as a just judgment from heaven, for meanly and im-
iously yielding themselves to the authority of the
ope, but it does not the less discover the real ch.:h
racter and desigos of the church of Rome, and in
that light they ough®to be remembered. I pass by
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any notice of the cruelties and enormities practised
by that church, intending, (if you encourage me by
* admitting these observations on your pages,) to point
some of them out at length. I advert to these instan-
ees to shew how wholly incompatible is the real con-
duct of the Pope of Rome, with the fietitious and
partial representations of his emissaries; and how
perfectly ridiculous it is to attemptto represent him as
a spiritual chief or Father, whose real character is
that he is ¢ a beast coming up out of the earth”—
whose only resemblance to -* a lamb” is that he has
“two horns,” but ‘he speaks like a dragon,”
I am, your constant reader,

C.

REVIEW.

1. Hints on the Church’s Psalmody. Being an
Attempt to repel the violence of such as would rob
her of a precious right pp. 70. 12mo. George Phil-
Yips, printer, Carlisle, 1821. ,

- 2. Strictures on a Book, entitled, ¢ An Apology
for the Book of Psalms. By Gilbert M’Master.”
To which will be added, Remarks on a Book enti-
tled,” The design and use of the Book of Psalms.
. By Alexander Gordon. By Henry Ruffner, M. A.
8vo. pp. 56. Lexington, Va. Printed by Valentine
M. Mason. : :

During forty years past the controversy respecting’
Psalmody has been agitated in our country, with
that degree of spirit, on each sidé, which indicates
sufficiently the interest felt in the subject at issue, by
the respective parties. That an Imstation of the
Book ef Psalms and other hymns of modern date,
composed by men of different shades of character,
should be fitter for. the Psalmolly of the Christian

-~
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temple, than those songs indited by the Spirit of in-
spiration, wasa suggestion novel to many serious and
intelligent Christians ; and the substitution of the
one for the other, was not likely to meet with uni-
versal consent. When this substitution was urged
by superior influence or authority, the recusants
would of course assign their reasons, these reasons
called forth replies, and thus the subject became
matter of public controversy.

At the close of the last and commencement of the
present century, the Rev. Drs. Latta and Anderson
occupied the field. The last edition of Dr. Ander-
son’s very full and temperate.discussion, appeared in
A.D.1800. InA. D. 1801, the fourth, and 1t is believ-
ed,the last edition of Dr. Latta’s discoursg, by far the
ablest work on thatside of the question that has ap-
peared was issued from the press. The advocate of un-
inspired hymns was then allowed the last word.  So
far as public discussion was coneerned, the matter
rested till A. D. 1816. Early in that year a publi-.
cation, by Mr. Baird, a minister of the Presbyterian

“church, eame out in defence of the “spontaneous ef-
fusions” of modern poets and poetasters, and, in no
very measured terms, against the use of the Book of
psalms, in the church’s  psalmody. An ecclesiasti-
cal decision of that year, by the General Synod of
the Associate Reformed Church, opening the door
for the admission of Watts’ psalms into their congre-
gations; gave some currency to the pamphlet of i‘l ..
Baird, and called from the shelves the abler dis-
course of Dr. Latta. Thus the war was once more
renewed. Those who still preferred the songs of
inspiration, and refused to substitute in their place the
compositions of Dr. Watts, were pointed to -with &
sneer, gsilliberal digots. The question was often put to
them, wity they did not prefer the modern hymn, to
the antiquated song of scripture in a literal version ?

These events and inquiries gave oceasion to the
publication of a small volume, entitled ‘An Apology
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for the Book of Psalms.’ The author of this, we
are warranted to say, during the first eight or nine
years of his ministry, introduced the controversy re-
specting psalmody, neither into his public discus-
sions, nor into the private circles where he associa-
ted. Norisit probable that he would ever have’
appeared on thatsubject, had it not by various means”
been forced upon his attention. We give this state-~
ment of facts, in order to the correction of misrep~
resentations which have found their way abroad. It

is not true that Reformed Presbyterians and Seceders
have been the instigators of this controversy.” From
first to last, it is believed, the assault has been made

nther side. And we wish it to be under-"
. when such assaults are made, we have no |

1 either to concede the point,or to occupy’

wund. We can come to no terms, we can

ruce, with those who speak, and continue

to speak, as Dr. Watts and his successors have done,
respecting this very precious portion of the Boek of
God. We hope indeed, in acting that part which’
may be allotted to us in this cause, never to forget
what is due to candour and sobriety. The employ-
ment of bad passions, we know, can never be bene-
ficial ; and in a cause requiring nothing but sound
argument, good temper and suavity of manner, why
so much angry fretfulness should be put in_ requisi-
tion, as appears in these little books, whose titles are
placed at the head of this article, we shall not ven-
ture even to conjecture. We have no temptation to
trouble ourselves, either in recording the testimoni-
als of their peevish bitterness, or of imitating their
example. The following syllabus of the works, will
Eut our readers in possession of the ground occupied
y their authors. It may just - be noticed, thag both
the publications are directed against the ¢ Apology

for the Book of Psalms,’ already alluded to. The’

writer at Carlisle assails it no very courteous man-
ner, and Mr. Ruffner furnishes the following reasens
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for his appearance before the public: ¢ Last year a
second edition of Mi M’Master’s work on Psalmody
was published, and considerably circulated in this
country. It soon madea good deal of noise—seem-
ed to be alienating the minds of some of our sece-
ding brethren from us, and to disincline them to any
ineasyres tending to an ultimate union with the Gen-
‘eral Assembly. Italso disturbed the consciences of
some with regard to their present practice of singing
Watts’ Psalms and Hymns.” Allthis was effected,
according to Mr.” R. by misrepresentation, &c. and
now he appears with the avowed aim of ¢ lessening
the influence of a book so inimical” to truth and con-
cord.” The Carlisle author proposes to cast his “has-
ty (passionate ?) production—hke oil upon the waves
to smooth their roughness.” Such are the proposed
ends of these writers. '

" The Hints from Carlisle, as they are the elder
production, have, by courtesy, the first claims to at-
tention. After making a statement of the subject in
question, not indeed that contended for by the friends
of a Scripture Psalmody, but sachas the writer tho’t
he could more easily manage, he proceeds in his ar-
gument. “ We shall,” says he, “ venture to express
a few things by way of prejudice against it.”—That
is against the use of the Book of Psalms in the psal-
mody of the church. Thus he ventures to say,—
¢t There are things of such a local nature in the Book
of Psalms, as to shew that they were designed chief-
Uy if not exclusively, for the Jewish Church.” ¢ There
are some things which accord only with that spirit of
éxtermination, that work of havoc and destruction,
which God required that church to cherish.” And
he assures us that *“ men may talk as they please, but
the fact cannot be denied, that the spirit of the Jew-
ish and of the Christian Church, are very different.”
<t That our Lotd teaches this ; that the spirit of the
church of old, and many of the psalms do 7ot acsord
with agospel spirit;” that it is certain the use of these
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salms, in the Christian Church, has a tendency to
}:mer malevolent feelings;” that those who use the
songs of inspiration, are remarkab_le for angry pas-
sions, and the use of those songs is, very probably,
the cause of such passions ! That the singing of the
Bible psalms, cannot be called praise ;* ‘that those
psalms were adapted to a state of the Church, when
such a political righteousness was required, as that
in Ezekiel, 17th chapter, (the errata has it chapter
18th,) demanding abstinence from idolatry and adult-
ery, ver. 6th, which requisitions, he assures us, are
neither made now, nor can a compliance with them,
be possibly obtained !! !+ Thatthe government of the
Israelitish Church, was a political government.f That
whatever is discriptive of the condition of the ancient
Church, is inapplicable to our psalmody; so is all
that is peculiarly referrible to our blessed Redeemer,
as psalm 22.|| ~He likewise tells us, that the New
Testament produced such a thoroughly radical up-
rooting change, that the spirit of the church is whol-
ly transformed. Page 18, 19. These considerations,
together with the "exterminating’ and unevangelical
character of so many psalms, are good reasons for
their rejection by people of tender consciences. Page
21. -That unless the authority of God be adduced,
“totidem verbis,” in just so many words, ordering it,
we are under no obligation to use any of the inspit-
ed psalms. Page 25. Helikewise propeses to prove,
that under all dispensations, Levitical and Apastolic-
al, the Church used in her psalmody, with divineap-
probation, uninspired hymns. Page 28. He like-
wise certifies us, that so far as the matter is concern-
ed, there is ¢little difference” between the singin

of the scrthure psalms and ¢ the idolatrous repeti-
tions of ¢Io Bacche, Io Bacche,” with which  that
heathenish divinity was praised!”” Page 49. That

iy Puges 11, 12,13, {Page 14. {Page 14.] Pages14,15,
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there are errors in the old version of the psalms ; that
ih translation, the;nspiration of scripture is lost, ex-
cept ‘the translation be inspired, and that hymns

made by Socinians, or even the devil, might be sung
in the worship of God, if they contain nothing erro-

neous, are among the items of valuable information

- given us by this christian divine. Pages 57, 58, 62.

To these items he adds, that as the inspired psalms
were adapted to  superinduce a spirit of bondage,”
they are unfit to be channels of the graces that be-
long to adoption ; hence the churches that use them
languish, while those who use others, we suppose
such as- Watt’s and Wesley’s, are pre-eminent in
grace. See pages 15, 69.

The above is a very fair expose of the heads of this
writer’s sentiments, as given-in his * hasty produc-
tion.” We shall now gratify our readers with a spe-
cimen of his liberality and christianity of temper.—
‘We pass over the gentlemanly manner in which he
speaks of the auther of the ¢ Apology for the psalms,’
in particular, and refer to his general style. .The
friends of the scripture psalms, he represents as  big-
oted, censorious, sgnorant zealots, ostentatious Phar:
isees”—bully-ragging the meek and lowly christians.
Page 22. Their churches are unblest. Page 23.
They “ are men of narrow and conceited minds”—
% fly from the preaching of the word—despise the
‘ministers of Christ—turn their backs upon divine or-
‘dinances,* disturb the church’s peace, and throw
the whole weight of their example over into thescale
of Christ’s enemies.”” See page 26. ¢ Stupid advo-
cates for David’s psalms.” Page 49. “Ignorant big-
ots.” Page 51.  He likewise represents them as

* The- Church is surely criminal, whose ministry is permit-
ted to teach, to write, and to publish, that the rghteousness
which prohibits idolatry, adultery, injustice, and cruelty, “ is not
now required ; nor can it be acquired !” “To commit abomina-
ble deeds is bad, but to teach that they may be committed, as a

ﬁospe'l privilege, is worse. 'This is, indeed, to turn the grace of

into lactviousness.” ‘Hint;,; page 14. See Errata.-

o
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drunken and lewd characters, page 38 ; under the in-
fluence of the worst passions, enemies to prayer, and
destitute of love to souls. Page 68. The Episeopal
Church, too, where the book of Psalms has a promi-
nent place in psalmody, he represents as ‘ barren,
rotten, heretical.” page 65.

We have thus been liberal in quotation and refer-
ence, to the end that this Carlisle gentleman may
appear fairly betore our readers. His spirit, style
and manner, we know, are not such as they have
been accustomed to; but we wish their improve-
ment, and this writer ranks himself with “such chris-
tian men and ministers as keep pace with the en-
lightened spirit of the'age!” Page 4. He likewise
reminds us, that he is a meek and lowly minded ehris-
tian, who is actively engaged to glorify God, and
promote the spiritual welfare of his fellow men. Page
22. It will be recollected, too, that the above is that
¢oil which is cast upon the waves to smooth their
roughness.” However some of our readers may con-
jecture, as to the possibility of the apothecary’s mis-
take in the kind of ojl, we are persuaded that our
author and they will coincide, in the assurance of his
perfect freedom from the spirit of the scripture
psalms; and if that by which he is actuated, be a fair
specimen of the  spontaneous feelings” generated by
the spirit of modern hymns, there will be no difficulty
in appreciating its character. :

The Carlisle man has occupied so much of our at-
tention, that we fear some encroachments have been
made upon the space allotted to our Virginia brother.
He will, however, we hope, find a compensation in
having fallen into such compa:.y, and esteem himself
happy in finding such a coadjutor in his Pennsylva-
nia friend. Whilst thus associated, therefore, in the
good work of setting aside the Book of inspired
psalms, from having any place in the psalmody of the
church, above Horace, Waits, Wesley, or any of the
measuring or rhyming brotherhood, and we, contem-
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plating the accordance of their spirit, hail them with
the acclaim of ¢ Par nobile fratrum I’ they will doubt-
less respond in a shout of joy, ¢ Fortunati ambo I’
We shall, nevertheless, duly notice our Lexington
friend. Asthe work of this gentleman purports to
be a direct reply 1o Mr. MMaster’s ¢ Apology,’ that
work is accused of an error in’ chronology, of sup-
pr-ssing a fact in the history of psalmody, of misre-
presenting Drs. Watts and Latta, of not proving the
divine authority for the stated use of the Book of
Psalms, in the psalmcdy of the church ; for this is in-
capable of proof, either as respects the Old or New
Testament dispensations, there being in reality, ac-
cording to Mr. R. no such appointment! He main-
tains that explicit appointment, in so many words, is
requisite to settle the stated use of any of the psalms ;
for an inference from a command, however fair, is
no part of the command, pages 31, 43; and, that
such as confine themselves or others, to the use of
inspired songs, are chargeable with adding to the word
of God! Page 43. Again, it would be as easy to
sing the odes of Horace, as the psalms of Pavid, to .
spiritual edification, 'page 37; and that Dr. Watts
never denied the deity of Christ, that he only denied
the doctrine of the Trinity! Pages 20, 21. There
is, of ccurse, a great deal of that common place ma-
terial which*has supplied the whole tribe o?fanatics,
from ancient times to this day, and which has been
refuted and exposed by such men as Brown and
Bazxter, before our grand sires were born.  Of this
material are such fragments as these. The psalms
were given on particular occasions, and, therefore,
are unfit for general use. They are Jewish—the
cannot be assumed as our own. We may as well
make our own psalms as our own prayers; and all
thdt slang which has filled the pages of former and
present impertinence on this subf'ect. Our readers
will not expect us to go into a laboured argument
against the foregoing follies and impieties. Tostate
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most of them, is, to refute them, among sober and
moderately informed christians. To cast by our re-
ferences, and so ‘conclude our labours of review, we
are very strongly inclined. We would recommend,
however, should we do so, the perusal of all the doc-
uments refered to, by such as can procure them.—
We are persuaded the argument of the ¢ Apology for
the Psalms,” remains unaffected by these assailants.
We recommend, too, very cordially, Dr. Anderson’s
- yolume on the same subject. There the controver-
sy is viewed extensively in its various branches.

But notwithstanding the inclination just now ex-
pressed, for the sake of those who may not have athand
all the documents we recommend, a few thoughts
shall be offered on the several subjects treated of by
our authors.

And first, a mighty discovery is made by Mr.
Ruffner. At the out-set he says, the author of the
s Apology’ “ refers the case of Paulus of Somosata,
to the 4th cent.; but that heretic lived about 40
years before.” This, were it so, is of little conse-
quence, except to show the temper of the man. It
is, however, not so as stated hy Mr. R.  The fact is
this; Eusebius wes of the 4th cent. Dr. Latta
had appealed to that historian, who relates the affair
of Paulus. Theauthor of the ¢ Apology’ follows Dr.
L. to Eusebius of the 4th cent., without saying to
what period Paulus belonged. So much for Mr. R’s
perspicacity. Mr. M‘M. 1s again accused of misrep-
resenting Dr. L., as arguing for the exclusive use of
modern hymns, from each case, referred to page 9.
Hear Dr. L. for himself: “ We have already said

‘that they (the inspired psalms)were not in use for the
three first centuries.” ¢ Flavius and Diodorus,
were the first who made this innovation.” Pages 76,
77. In the latter page the reader will find Dr. L.
ﬁroceeding upon the ground of the exclusive use of

uman compositions, till the 4th century, and then
by Arians alone, as the result of his argument from
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history ; Mr. M“M. follows him in detail and proves
his conclusion, unauthorised by his premises. Read
both and see for yourselves. But has not Mr. M‘M.
suppressed a very important item in the history of
Paulus? The subject of inquiry must be kept in
mind : Itis, whether scripture psalms and hymns
were, or were not, used before the 4th century ; and
-whether they were then introduced by Arians. The
words in the case of Paulus, ¢as being modern, and
the compositions of modern men,’ it seems the au-
_thor of the ¢ Apology’ did not quote, perhaps because
he saw they had no bearing upon the question at is-
sue. Were the quotation of any consequence in the
argument, Mr. R. might regret that Dr. L. had omit-
ted it. But had both Dr.L. and Mr. MM. introduced
it, it could not have proved mere than is fully con-
ceded in the ¢ Apology.”* Page 53. “I admit,”
says the author, ¢ the probability of hymns of human
. composition being numerous, and that they were fre-
uently used in the public worship, we need not doubt.
hat many of them were intended to honour, and as
many to dishonour the Redeemer of men, neither
the opinions” of the times nor the prime actors of
those days, forbid us to suppose.” . R’s_ground
-for such immoderate exuitation, we really cannot see.
We are ready to grant upon this head, all that Mr.
R. can justly require. Whois ignorant of the Thal-
sa and Cantica of Arius, composed in heathenish
form, to promote his heresy? Who knows not,
when truth and purity were gone, that the * addition
of various hymns, and other things of that nature,
were considered as proper to enliven devotion, by
the power of novelty 2+ Illecebris erat et grata novitate
morandus. Upon this principle, as a testimony
against heresy, connected with the Nestorian con-
troversy, the image of the virgin Mary, holding the
child Jesus in her arms, obtained the principal

* We quote from the 3d Edition. {Mosh.
38%
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Jace.] Bringas much of this lumber as you please,
Kir. R., it will do our cause no harm, The promo-
tion of religion by the power of novelty, and the sm-
ages of Mary and of Christ, as testimonies against
heresy, will probably be found to stand upon ashigh
authority, and to be every way as serviceable to the
‘cause of godliness, as were either those hymns of
human composure at Antioch, or those of more re-
cent date. Let them all have a place upon the same
shelf. As to Mr. R’s reasoning upon Pliny’s letter,
it is evident he has either never seen it, or he does
pot understand what it states. We are unwilling to
accuse him of dishonesty in his use of it.

Upon the subject of Dr. Watts’ lariguage respect-
ing the Book of Psalms, Mr. R. complains, as was
to be expected, that Mr. M‘M. treats the Dr. unfair-
ly. And in what doeshe do so? He does not give
all the reasoning, and explanations, and parentheses
of Dr. W! Were Mr. W. to give an outline of Whit-.
bey on the five points; of Hopkins’ System, or of
Priestley’s comparison of Jesus Christ and Socrates,
must he, to do it fairly, transcribe the whole of those
works ? Dr. Priestley complained, that when his as-
sertion, that Paul did not always reason logically,
was criticised, bis reasons for so saying were not re-
garded. The truth is, the assertions of Dr. W., like
those of Dr. P., should never have been made:
they do not admit of satisfactory explanation ; and
even as exhibited by Mr. R., are as abominable and
impious as in the outline of Mr. M‘M. And in the
prefaces where they are found, explanations and all,
they appear as bad as any where else.

On the subject of the Dr’s general creed, much
- has been said, and much is repeated in the books
under review. We have a word or two, likewise,
to add. To us, it appears, that Dr. Watts never tn-
telligently believed the dootrine of the Trinity, as

- ——

*134. tDe.54..
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taught in divine revelation, and professed in the
symbols of the Church of God. That he was not,
. in early life, decidedly hostile to that doctrine, may
be true ; but that he knowingly, cordially, and un-
reservedly, embraced it, upon examination does not,
appear. The phraseology he indeed employs; but
so would the Sabellian, the indwelling-scheme men,
and the Arian. That Dr, W., when he wrote his
piece on the Trinity, the preface and introduction to
which, Dr. Janeway, of Philadelphia, circulated
through the medium of the Presl‘)g;terian Magazine,
for July 1821, to prove that Dr. Watts “ was so far
from being shaken in his belief of that glorious doc-
trine of divine revelation, that he become still more
firmly settled in a conviction of its being plaindy taught
in the sacred scriptures ;> when he wrote this piece,
we say, he was undoubtedly unsettled in this doc-
trine of the Trinity. In the preface and introduc-
tion thus published, there is nothing to which a Sa-
bellian could not subscribe ? He uses the term three
- persons, but he claims liberty to explain the import
of those terms in his own way. e identifies per-
sons with principles of action: ¢ three such distinct
agents or principles of action, as may, reasonably, be
called persons.” Dr. Janeway is, perhaps, not tobe
blamed for intellectual incompetancy to understand
. Dr. W, but if he did understard him, he is criminal
in practising a deception, to serve a little party pur-
pose.  This book of Dr. W’s., was published in
1722; and, in three years after, he came out openly
against the doctrine of the Trinity. This wasin the
flower of intellectuallife, just as he had passed the 10th
lustrum, and twenty-three years before his death.—
In all his heretical pieces, he displays maturity of in-
tellect, and, we think, more vigor than in his other
works. It was in this year, 1725, that Mr. Bradbu-
bury, a name justly high in the churches, charged
Dr. W. with “making the divinity of Christ to evap-
orate into a mere attribute.” Mr. B., after treating
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the Dr's. professions of love to truth with a sneer,
_says, ¢ It Is pity, after you have been more than thir-
ty years a teacher of others, you are yet to learn the
first principles of the Oraclesof-God. Was Dr. Ow-
en’s church to be. taught another Jesus? That the
Son and the Spirit were only two powers in the divine
pature !”’*  And what says Dr. W. himself in a let-
ter to Dr. Coleman? 1 think I have said every
thing concerning the Son of God which scripture
says; but I could not go so far as to say with some
orthodox divines, that the Son is equal with the Fa-
ther.” :

* Watt’s Memoirs.

: (To be Continued.)

REVIEW.

Lectures upon the Principal Prophecies of the
Revelation. s

- By Alexander M‘Leod, D. D. Pastor of the Re-
formed Presbyterian Church, New-York. 1814.
p-p. 480. . ,
Continued from page 421.

Period of the Trumpets.

The fifth lecture furnishes remarks introductory
to the Trumpets, and enters upon their exposition.
The seventh seal announces the trumpets, which are
introduced with great solemnity. * Silence in heaven
for about the space of half an hour”—a period of
repose to the people of God from persecution, ensu-~
ed, on the establishment of the Christian religion,
under Constantine ; but their peace and tranquility
were of short duration. Jesus Christ appears, as the
high priest of our profession, ministering at the altar,
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and presenting the prayers of his people, in the gold-
en censer—imagery borrowed from the Jewish tem-
- ple service. This priest is also a king npon his
throne. He fills the same censer, with coals from
the altar, and scatters them upon the earth, which
puts anend to the tranquility of the half hour. That
peace which had existed in the empire, is interrupt-
ed and followed by war tremendous and desolating.
This happened -immediately after the death of the
Emperor Theodosius. . That the trumpets refer to
the Roman empire, in its christian state, is ascer-
tained from the following considerations:

1st. The Roman empire, called christian, is the
object of the trumpets, in the same way, and for the
same reason that Rome Pagan, was the object of the
seals; because of that influence which the public
events of the empire had on the church of Christ.
But here, there is an additional reason ; the intera
ests of the religion of Christ, had been identified
with those of the empire, as far as such an object
could be effected by human power. The symbol
used in this part of the prophecy, is the trumpet, an
instrument used in Israel, and among other nations,
for sounding an alarm of war. Among the people
of Israel, also, it was blown for assembling the peo-
ple to their great solemn festivals.

Exposition of the Trumpets.

- The former part of the prophecy, brought us down
to the year 395—the death of Theodosius. Here,
then, the prospective history is resumed, on the
sounding of the first trumpet. The object of the
judgment announced, is the Roman empire, called
the earth ; the judgment itself, savage warfare, burst-
ing from a distance, upon the various parts of the em-

ire. ¢ Hail and fire mingled with blood,” verse 7.

t refers to the armies of the northern byrbarians,,
under Alaric, Attila and Radagaisus, pouring them-
selves upon the empire, spreading carnage and
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desolation whithersoever they marched. Thesetre-
mendous ravages from the north, the region of hail, .
continued from the death of Theodosius, until about
the year 450, or rather until another judgment, an-
nounced by the succeeding trumpet, commenced.

Trumpet ii.—The object is the sea—the symbol
of “ people and multitudes, nations,” Rev. XVIL. 15,
There it refers to the Roman empire in a state of
commotion, and the bonds of society greatly loos-
ened by preceding judgments. The plagae of
this trumpet is symbolized by a burning mountaiu,
In the year 455, Genseric, with an army of 300,000
Vandals, set sail from the burning shores of Afri-
ca, and suddenly fell upon the city of Rome, like a
burning mountain, and during 15 days of the fiercest

lunder and massacre, reduced the city almost to a
Eeap of desolation. The leader of this infuriated army
of savages, was a bigoted Arian, employed as an in-
strument in the hand of God, to punish the empire,
for its Arianism and tyranny. :

Trumpet iii.—The object of this judgment is the
people of the empire, not in-a consolidated state as
the earth, nor as the sea in a united, though loosened
state, but as rivers and fountains, in the depart-
ments and provinces of the empire. The judgment,
itself, the fall of Augustulus, who is the star falling
from heaven, from. the firmament of the empire.—
This was effected by bitter and sore judgments, about
the time he was deposed by Odoacer, king of the
Heruli.

Trumpet iv.—An obscuration of the lights of the
empire is predicted. In 476, Augustulus fell from °
his throne.. 'This trumpet suspends the Roman sen-
ate, the consuls, magistrates and other officers, thus
extinguishing the last lights of the western empire. -

Thus the first four trumpets, in order, demolish
the western empire. Lecture sixth, gives an ex-
position of the first two woe trumpets, Rev. IX.—
‘When Counstantine ascended the throne of the Ce-
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sars, he transferred the seat of the empire, from
Rome to Bizantium, which he called Constantino-
ple, after his own name. -The demolition of the
western empire still left the more powerful branch
of the old Roman- state existing, with very consid-
erable strength in the east. The fall of that branch
was interesting to christians, for there the church
was found, in connection with the beast. The first
woe trumpet, and the fifth of the whole series, pro-
ceeds in order, to exhibit the destruction of the em-
pire in the east.

Trumpet v. being the first woe trumpet, verses 1,
11. A star falls from heaven—the Monk, Sergius,
who was degraded from his office, on account of his
embracing the Nestorian heresy. He has a key by
which he opeus the bottomless pit, ouvt of which
proceed smoke and locusts. Generally, these de-
note the heresies of the Karan, and the professors of
Mahometanism, excited by their hellish de'usions,
to destroy the human family.

The locusts. have a king, Abaddon, or Apollyon,
who acts as the captain over the destroying armies.
They have power to hurt all those, who ¢ have not the
seal of God on their forebeads.” The time of their
continuance is five months, thirty days each, a day
for a year, or 150 years. All this must be referred
to the Mahometan Saracens. In 579, Mahomet was
born at Mecca ; he is the king of the locusts, the A-
baddon, who reigns over them. He was of a pow-
erful family, and though himself illiterate, by the aid
of Sergius, the fallen star, he was enabled to form the
Koran, and perhaps was taught to read. :

- In the year 606, he retired to the cave of Hera,
under the pretence of extraordinary sanctity. 612,
he appeared asa public teacher of the new doctrines,
since called Mabometanism, at which time the lo-
custs issued from the pit. From that date, until the
year 762, when the Caliph Alnansor built Bagdad,
the city of peace, 150 years, the Saracenic locusts.
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or the disciples of the prophet, impostor of Mecey,
overran with desolating fury, Syria, Persia, India,
Egypt and Spain.

Trumpet vi.—Wotrumpet, ii. verses 13,25. Under
this trumpet, the eastern empire, which had received
a shock under the fifth trumpet, is completely over-
thrown. Upon the sounding of the sixth angel, 2
voice from the horns of the golden altar, commands
destruction upon the wicked. The son of God, the
Saviour, inflicts punishment on men, for their sins.
The four angels that are loosed, are the four Turk-
-ish sultanies that had been established near the river

‘Euphrates. They are now with their horsemen,
permitted to extend their ravages, and enlarge their
conquests.

The time of the continuante of these conquests;
is for a day, and an hour, and a month, and a year,
or 391 years; and 15 days, commencing at the taking
of Cutahi, 1281, and extendsto thatof Cameniec,1672:
During this period, a warfare of unexampled devasta-
tion, was conducted by the Ottoman Turks, againstthe
empire of the earth, which was entirely abolished.—
To these lawless and merciless destroyers of the hu-
man race, modern Socinians or Unitarians, as they
call themselves, claim a pear affinity, and their
brethren they are.

The seventh lecture is occupied in the exposition
of trumpet vii. This also is awoe trumpet. Rev.1V.
14, 19. It is said, verse 14, to come quickly, i.e:
after the preceding woe. The two former woes had
occupied a period of more than 500 years. The woe

of this trumpet, the author considers as commencing

within about 150 years, and thinks that it will have

executed its object in a much shorter time than the

preceding. ,

. The object upon which the judgment of this vial
is inflicted, is presented to our view in the tenth
chapter, and in the eleventh, from the st to the 18th
verse, which may be considered parenthetical. . The
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zeasou of this interruption is evident upon a little re-
flection. The object of .all the plagues recorded in
this book, is the destruction of the fourth beast of
Daniel, in all itsseveral states. The seals putan end
to its pagan state ; the first four trumpets demolished
the western empire, in whatis called its christian
state ; the first two wo- trumpets demolished the
eastern empire; and it may now be said, where
is there any object. for the judgment of the last
trumpet? . 'This object is presented in the tenth’
and eleventh chapters. The western empire was ve-
ry. speedily revived after its destruetion, and long be-
fore the eatire demolition of the eastern by the see-
cond wo trumpet. : The beast had indeed received
a deadly wound, by the inroads of the northern bar-
barians, but the wound was healed, and the persecut-
ing power is found soon to re-appear in the west.
_From these considerations, we cannot hesitate in
applying the third wo trumpet to the antichristian
empire, or to the modern civil governments of Eu-
#bpe, as combined with the idolatrous apostate
church of Rome. . : :
- Indeed the text isself furnishes conclusive evidence
that this trumpet ushers in the millenium. Verse 15. °
< And the seventh angel sounded, and there were
great voices in heaven, saying, the kingdoms of this
‘world are become the kingdoms of our Lerd,and of his
Christ.” Heretofore, they have been devouring beasts
of prey—* thranes of iniquity having no fellowship
with God;” but when the seventh trumpet shall have
done its work, they shall all become voluntarily sub-
ject to our Lord and his Christ.. The nations then
-shall avow the true religion in their national capacity ;
and for the first time since the commencement of the
gospel dispensation, the religion of the Bible really,
and its true spirit shall influence the policy of the
nations, and they publicly proclaim their subjection
20 Messiah and their obedience to his law. -
Verses 16, 17.—The whole church, with great
’ 39
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joy, renders thanks to God for this glorious and bless~
ed change in the pelicy of the kingdoms of the world.
The means by which all this §hall be effected, is not
very minutely described ; only in general, a wo is de-
pounced to the inhabiters of the earth ; and the read-
er is hurried on to the most delightful part of the
subject, a most benifficent change effected in the con-
dition of human society, leaving the detils of -the
judgments, to the vials where they are given with
considerable amplification, in the place to whichthey
properly belonii : )
erse 18.—Having celebrated. the joyful change
in the preceding verses, the four and twenty elders,
the representatives of the whole church, glance at
the Vth general period, Gog and Magog, in the
- words, * the nations were angry,” and hasten to pe-
riod Vlth, “the time of the dead, when they should
be judged,” and then go on to period VII. when all
the affairs of men being settled, the righteous shall
receive eternal rewards of joy, and the wicked be for-
ever destroyed. - 'y

The historical events refered to, are the wars of
Eurdpe which arose out of the French revolution ;
and those which are yet to take place, for the fin
destruction of the iniquitous and despotic dynasties
of Europe, wars proceeding from that great contest
which now exists, between the opposite interests of
liberty and tyranny; finally to end in the entire ruin
of the latter, and the establishment of the former, on
the permanent basis of righteousness. For more
ample details on this highly interesting part of the
subject, we with great pleasure refer the reader to
the work itself, to which, in this short abstract, no-
thing like justice car be done.

In the practical remarks on this portion of the
prophecy, we are exhorted to seek for consolation and
support, in the truth that Messiah reigns, and will
cause all the shaking of the nations to eventuate in
the promotionof his awn glory, and the advancement
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of the intereats of his faithful followers. “To aseer-
tain the ends which the Saviour has in view, in the
stupendous work which he is executing among the
nations, and to co-operate with him. He intends, as
he assured us, the overthrow of all those iniquitous
thrones which have not bowed to him, and we should
not seek to uphold, what the gloryof God, the wel-
fare of the church, the felicity of the nations, and the
declarations of prophecy, demand to be destroyed.
To lament the political conduct of Christians, in the
present age of the world, even those who love God,
and whose prevailing desire is, to keep their gar-
ments anspotted from the world, and yet allow their
affeetions to become enlisted on behalf of thrones of
iniquity, and with one or other of the political fac-
tions, which from time to time rage in civil society,
without regard to God’s glory or the good of his
church. : A :

The eighth lecture enters on the subject of the vi~
als, the 1vth great period. It is founded on Rew:
xv, 11.  In theintroduction it shews, that regular
history often returns upon itself, in order to take up
and pursue through its details, some very mmportant
topic that had been touched but lightly, in the pre-
ceding narrative. This judicious remark is applied
to the vials, in which the prospective history contain-
ed in the apocalypse, ‘returns from the point te which
we had been conducted by the trumpets, to give us
more ample information, relative to the destruction
of the modern despotisms of Europe ; a subject which
had been touched in general outline only, under the
last trumpet.

This lecture explains the seenery in this chapter
introduced as introductory to the plagues of the vials,
and givesa developement of the plan, to be pursued in
the subsequent parts of this discussion.

The Hfgurative phraseology of the text. lst
The instruments employed in the judgments, are
called vials, guAw, caps or bgsins, and not in the
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form of that vessel which we commonly denominate

a phial. They are the depository of the wrath of
Heaven, to be poured out on guilty nations, and they

ere golden, to indicate that these judgments are just
and precious. The number seven, denotes perfec-
tion. They are appointed for the utter ruin of the
great system of iniquity. 2d. The agents, are seven
angels : these are-actual dispensations of divine pro-
vidence. They proceed out of the temple, from the
shurch of God, where they are predicted, prayed
for, and appointed. The angels are girded with
golden girdles, and clothed in white, pure, holy, and
important dispensations. 8d. The vials are delrvered
into the hands of the angels, by one of the four liv-
ing ereatures. A certain class of the ministers of
- the gospel, deliver to the authorised agents of divine
judgments, the vials of wrath. This they do, by ex-
plaining, and applying the predictions; by testify-

ing against lawless power; by pronouncing sen-

tence from the word of God upon the opposers of
righteousness; by encouragement to the instru-

ments of vengeance, and by prayer for the over-

throw of Satan’s kingdom, including the several

kingdoms of the Roman earth, or the modern civil

governments of Europe. How contrary sll this, te.

the course of conduct adopted by many professors,

who give all the support in thefr power, to every geo-

vernment, though the most wicked that ever existed !

4th. A holy company appears in the church, cele-

brating with great joy, the judgments of the vials,

verses 2, 4. They stand on a sea of glass before the

throne in the temple. It represents the blood of

Christ, by which they are justified and sanctified.—

5th. They have gotten a victory, and have the harps

of God in their hands. Their victory is over the

beast, and obtained by the blood of the Lamb, and

by their testimony. .
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A LETTER TO THE EDITOR.

Being a Review of the Parties, which arose on.
the moral and religious consideration of the Yellow:
Fever, in New-York, in the summer of 1822.

Continued from page 405.

In the Christian Herald of Dee. 7, 1822, there is-
an article entitled “ Thoughts on the late fever,”
which I read with some surprise. - Whatever course
might have been pursued by some of the daily news-
papers, in relation to that solemn visitation of God’s
providence over our city, and whatever the common
opinion of the gay, it was not to have been ex-
pected, from the previous character of the Herald,
that any thing should so soon appear in its pages,
with the approbation of its editor, -at variance with
his notice of the calamity, in the number for the 16th
of November, congratulating the public on _their re-
turn, from an exile of some months, to their several
- homes. From that number, I quote the following
_excellent remarks : -

« Of all news, that, of our return to our homes,
and of the cessation of the pestilerice, are most
grateful. Those who have shared with us the alarm -
at the almost visible approach of the disease and
and death, to the abodes of our friends and our own,
well know how to appreciate with us the blessings of
a removal of those evils. Indeed, the whole of this
dispensation of Providence, grievious as has been the
ealamity with which our city has been chastened, has

“been full of merey. 'The hand of Providence does
not less really exercise the control over every oc-
currence in the ordinary and regular successions of
seed time and harvest, summer and winter, heat and
cold, than over events strictly miraculous.”*

# Christian Herald, Vol. 9, No. 13, p. 408.
39%
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These sentiments are judiciously thought and pi-
ously uttered. The yellow fever of last summer, is
represented as the pestilence, and described as an
t glarming and grievous calamity.” Admitting, as
ought to have been the case, that it came upon our
city, through the intervention - of secondary causes,
naturally adequate to its production, it is set forth as
coming from God, the {Erst cause, as truly as if it came
10 pass by miracle. lts infliction by the hand of
Providence is ackmowledged to be a chastisement to
our city for iniquity; and we are invited to see the
hand of God therein, while we look upon its removal
as a blessing from heaven.

After such correct and Christian remarks, we were
not prepared to expect, in the number of the 16th No-
vember, an essay, criminating the opinion, supposed
to be common among the religious part of our citi-
zens, that the calamity was *a judicial visitation”
for our sins. Whatever might have been the offence
given by a sermon, preached by one of the ministers
of the Dutch Church, the Rev. Paschal N. Strong,
there was no necessity in censuring him for aught-
he had spoken amiss, to assail the very just princi-
ple, which he asserted in common with the &erald
itsell. When I first read the ¢ Thoughts on the yel-
low fever,” with the signature of L., ulgascribed them
to some 'inconsiderate and excited writer; and at-
tributed their admission into the Magazine, to cour-

. tesy toward a friend who may otherwise have been

-a valuable correspondent. I laid them aside, of
course, as an exfempore composition, analogous. to

some of the occasional speeches ¢d captandum which
entertain the democracy of our many public meet-
ings. I have since discovered, in my social inter-
oourse, that similar thoughts are prevalent. Clergy-
men of some standing in the church, have expressed
a conviction of their truth; and the Herald itself,

.

* Christian Herald, Val. 9, No. 14, Pages 421, 423
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has referred to them, repeatedly, with approbation.
Therefore, have I given them an attentive examina-
tion.

In the review of Mr. Strong’s sermon, which pro-
duced some public feeling when it was pronounced,
and occasioned many severe invectives after it, was
g;blished, there is a reference to ‘“the thoughts” of

r. L. The review appeared in the number for the
7th of December.  After several expressions of ra-
ther too much acrimony, for the title of the Maga-
zine, it is written.

“ With regard to the leading principle assumed in
the sermon;, that the late fever was judicially sent
as a punishment, we refer to an article in our num-
ber for Dec. 7, 1822.”

And ip the number for March 15, 1823, there is
a similar approbatory reference to the same effect,
vindicating the maxim, that judictal visitations of ca-
lamity were restricted to the Jewish Theocracy, and
inferring, that the late fever could not of course have
been of that description. Of C. U., a writer, who,
while on other accounts he severely censured the
preacher alluded to, contested the principle above
stated, it is said, .

¢« He appears to us to evade the distinction be-
tween the Mosaic and Christian dispensation. We
treated not of the principles, promises, and threat-
nings of the Bible at large, nor did our correspond-
ent S., but of those pertaining to the government of
the Jews, commonly denoeminated the Theocracy.”*

It would seem from these quotations, as if ¢ the
‘Christian Herald and Seaman’s Magazine, published
under the patronage of the seciety for promoting the
gospel among the seaman, and edited by a member
of the Board of Directors,” did make common cause
with the writer who subscribes himself S. From
November to March, the work gives editorial sanc-

* Christian Herald, Vol. 9, No. 21, p. 867.
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tion to the sentiment, that temporal calamities, were-
never judicially inflieted, except under the Theoc-

racy-

’.{be “thoughts on the late fever,” to which 1 ob-
ject, will appear from the writers own words, as quo-
ted from the number for Dec. 7.

¢ Whether the late fever in this city is to be re-
garded as a judicial visitation of Providence, is a
question about which there seems to be a great di-
versity of opiaion. Many suppose, that this visita-
tion was sent judicially. ~These views of the sub-
jectare attended with difficuities which, I apprehend,
are insurmountable. I suppose that, in the adminis-
tration of Providence under the mediatorial govern-
ment, there is nosuch rule upon the subjeet, as there
was under the Theocracy, when men were dealtwith
judicially. ‘They are, I apprehend, mistaken, who
tmagine that any good effects result from the com-
monopinion. This opinien has, no doubt, some
transitory influence upon the fears of the sordid,
the ignorant, the superstitious, and impenitent. It
is mere panic. This fear and panic seem, so far as-
I know, to affect them rather as animals, than as nat-
ural and accountable creatures. Here they experi-
ence little else but mercy, being respited till the day
of judgment, from the judicial consequences of sin.
Those mercies and afflictions of this life, thatflow in

_the ordinary course of things from the apostacy of the:
species do not discriminate. ~When the period of
mercy, and {orbearance terminates, retribution wilk
succeed, and the wicked will be judicially punish-
ed.”

In making this quotation, I have itin view to give
the author’s sentiments in his own words. Parts of
sentences have been taken, and other parts omitted,
for the sake of brevity and distinctness; but as no
perversion is intended, none is admitted. It is not
my design to put the writer in fault, for this would
ke of no service tg me or to the public. I write with.
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_imtent to correct opinions which appear to nre at va-

- riance with truth. It is in the hope that no one will
acknowledge such opinions, that I introduce them
seriatim in the form of distinet assertions.

Here they are.

1st. The late fever is mot a judicial visitation ef

Providence for the sinsof the peaple.
2d. The ordinary dispensations -of Providence,
exclude the idea of judgments for iniquity. .
3d. The mediatorial reign, under the gospel dis-
nsation, is distinct from the Jewish Theacracy;

r, in that Mesiah did not rule.

~4th, To the MosaicsLaw, or Theocracy, temporal

judgments for sin were peculiar ; and to believe other-
wise, has a bad moral tendeacy.

Sth. Both mercies and afflictions flow from the
apostacy of the species. ,

6. The wicked, experience in this life, little else

than mercy ; for not until the last day, will men be
judicially treated.
- * These several propositions, disguise them ever se
much, must be considered as altogether false. In-
deed, had they been always distunctly stated, and
each viewed by itself, the deformity would have been
discernible to all. They eould not have passed mus-
ter in a crowd, and without particular inspection.

The leading principle, in error and in mischief,
in all the writings and speeches against Mr. Strong,
is that which distinguishes the Theocracy and medi-

. atorial reign, and limits temporal judgments to the
Jews. To that false principle, dished up by the
purveyar of the Seaman’s .&agazine for his mess-
mates, | now solicit your attention. I shall be very
explicit, first, in setting aside the distinction quo ad
hoc, and secondly, in proving the fact, that_temporal
judgments are not limited to the Jewish Theacraey,
or indeed to any thing Jewish.

1st. The Jewish~Theocracy is not distinguished
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from the mediatorial government, in any other sense,
than as a part is disunguished from the whole ; for®
Messiah is himself, the Lord God of Israel. Every
judicious Christian must confess, not only that
God in Cbrist did reign, during the dispensation of
the Old Testament, as much as now; but also, that
the actual administration of Providence was in the
hand of God our Saviour, the Messiah. So taught
the Prophetsand Apostles. Isa. 45, 21, 25." There
- is no God else beside me, a just God and a Saviour—
Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the
earth, for I am God—Unto me every knee shall bow,
-every tongue shall swear—Surely shall ‘one say, in
the Lord have I righteousness and strength—In the
Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shal}
lory.
& T)!'lat this enly God, who ruled the House of Is-
rael, is the Messiah, is evident enough from the words
of the prophet himself, and is put beyond a doubt
by the apostle, in quoting them. Rom. 14, 10, 11.
Vge shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ..
For it is written—As I live saith the Lord, every
knee shall bow to me and every tongue shall confess
to God. The same apostle adds, Phil. 2, 10, 11,
That at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow,
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord. We have here two very good and sufficient
witnesses, declaring in the same terms, the mediato-
rial government over Jew and Jentile, to the very
ends of the earth. The mediatorial reign and the
Theocracy, accordingly identify. We are at this
moment under the Theocracy ; and the Jewish The-
ocracy differs nothing in regard to the person or at<
tributes of the Ruler.  He is the same yesterday to-
day and forever. It is surely a bad inference, that;
because the same Lord, did certainly inflict tempora‘
Judgments in one province of his empire, he must
never inflict them on any other province; that since

he punishied the Jews judicially, he must trouble
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_Christians at randém. The distinction made in the
Christian Herald, is, therefore, both unholy and un-
true.

There is, indeed, a very great difference between
the two dispensations of the Covenant of Grace, the
Old Tgstament and the New ; but the Providence
of God'is asextensive, as minute, and as just as ever.
The salvation of sinners is the same ; God is the
same, sin is the same, Haliness is the same now, as
formerly ; and the Covenant is immatable : but the ~
dispensation of old respected the Redeemer to come,
and the present dispensation, respects an accom-
plished redemption. A child may answer the ques-
tions respecting the different administrations.*

There is, besides this, a difference between the
political state of Israel under the judicial law, and
the state of other nations throughout the world. In-
spired statutes, literally adapted to the Hebrew Com-
monwealth, constituted the political code. There
is, also, a difference between the divine revelation
and the miraculous infliction of calamities for trans-
gwedsion, and the knowledge which we have of such
pairs by ordinary means; but all our miseries are
alike judgments from Heaven for the sins of men.—
They are all equally foreknown, though not alike .
Joretold : they are equally the work of God’s Provi-
dence, though effected in a different manner, and by
different instruments. The warning to sinners, and
the improvement to the saints, are the same in both
cases.

I am now to shew that,

2d. Temporal judgments are not peculiar to the
Jewish Theocracy.

This is the grand topic of discussion in regard to
the late fever in the city. Error in regard to it, has
placed many Christians on the infidel side of the
question, and has caused them to swell for a time

*Larger Cat. Ques. 3¢ and 35. .
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the current of profane opposition to the doctrines
delivered ot the subject, by a minister of Christ. I
the writers for the  Christian Herald*’ have any per-
sonal ill will to the Rev. Mr. Strong, it were well
not to employ it by attempting to enlist in the preju-
dice, the Seamen of the Port. At all events, the
sense of the Christian community should be express-
ed, against the libertine sentimeats of Mr. L., on the
subject of divine judgments. .
he judicial infliction of temporal calamity, for
the sins of men, belongs to God’s moral government
of the world in every age; and the principle is not
to be compromitted, even for the sake of putting ‘
down a young man, who ventures to proclaim aloud
the truth, while his fathers are feeling with tremb- |
ling hand he public pulse. It isa New Testament
angel who said, Rev. xvi1, 7th, Even so, Lord God
Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments.—
God’s judgments are, indeed, administered n wis- |
dom and in truth, and in long forbearance, in full
accord with mercy; for the divine attributes hai-
monize in the mediator ; but ‘yet he is a novice, in
matters of piety, who would limit them to the JMosa-
sc economy. t me examine this abominable sen-
timent, in accommodation to the general ignorance,
in such plain terms as to leave no cloak for the de-
lusion. !
If the divine judgments are peculiar to the Jew-
ish Theocracy, then are they limited by its extent.
The utmost extent, however, given to the Theocrac A
by the patrons of this doctrine, is, in respect of sub-
Jects, the House of Israel, and in respect of duration,
the time Intervening between the giving of the Law
on Mount Sinai, and the crucifixion o the Son of
man. If the_Lord has not threatened or inflicted
temporal punishment for iniquity, beyond these lim-
its, then does the doctrine stand, otherwise, it falls

to the ground. Fall then, it must, for three obyious
considerations. :
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1st. Divine judgments were not limited to the
Commonwealth of Israel in the time of the Theoc-
racy ; for the Gentiles suffered as often and ‘s in-

- tensely as did the Hebrews. Of the adversaries of

Israel, they say, Isa. 63, 29, Thou never barest rule
over them ; they were not called by thy name ; yet they
suffered the judgments of God. The Prophets de-
manded them in a thousand instances, and the
Lord inflicted his wrath. Let Midian, Moab,
Ammon, Amalek, Philistia, and those of Tyre—Ilet
Edom, and Ashur bear witness to this truth. And
if the history of those nations during many centuries,
does not afford sufficient facts in illustration, ask the
Prophets and they will tell thee concerning Babylon
and Egypt, and Persia, and Greece, and Rome, all
beyond the pale of the Jewish Theocracy. Those
great states furnish instances enough of every species
of divine judgments, and of every conceivable mode
of putting them into executien. Many of these judg-
ments on the heathen, were in answer to the pray-
ers of the saints. Some were foretold, and execut-
ed by miracle; and others were wrought in the ordi-
nary operation of second causes. The defeat of
the Sennacherib’s army, 2d Chron. 32, 20, 21, was
in answer to the petitions of Hezekiah and Isaiah.
An angel of God, destroyed by miracle the invad-
ing forces ; and his own sons put the tyrant to death
in the house of God. In all these transactions, thert
is nothing peculiar to the Mosaic ritual, given to

_the Jews.

. 2d. The judgments are not restricted to the The-
ocracy ; for they belonged to God’s moral govern-
ment, beforé the organization of the House of Israel,
into a body politic at Horeb. Lameck acknowledg-
edto his wives, Adab and Zillah, the principle
which I now assert; and Jehovah executed ven-
geance on the guilty. A judicial mark was set upon

-Cain for the murder of Abel. Almost the whole

world was destroyed by the Flood, for the iniquity
410

3
-
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of man. Sodom and Gomorrha, were punished by
fire from Heaven.  Lor’s wife, was judicially petri-
Jied. . Pharaoh and Abimelech, suffered for their in-
Jurious treatment of Abraham. All the elements
were arrayed against the people of Egypt; both the
first born of Ham, and their mighty captains, fell for
their iniquities.

With all this, and much more of the same kind in
the Bible, will the people of New-York, and espe-
cially the gentlemen of the Herald, continue to
teach that all iniquity on earth must go unpunished
until the resurrection, and that temporal judgments
are peculiar to the law of Moses? Surely, “until
this day, remaineth the same vail untaken away in
the reading of the Old Testament.”

3d, Judgments are threatened and executed un-
der the New Testament. :

It is not uncommon with the ignorant to consider
the Old Testament as revengeful, and the New Tes-
tament as meroifully unjust. Grace is, in a great
degree excluded from the former, and justice from
the latter.  'The account which the Bible gives, is
very different. The New Testament narrative, cov-
ers but a very short space—not the twentieth part of
the time referred to in the book of Genesis. The
prophetic part extends to all future ages of the world ;
and both the history and the prophecy confirm the
doctrine, that judgments are as certain and as severe
under the present, as under the former dispensation.
At times they are foretold ; at times they are execu-
ted by miracle; and they uniformly enter into the
texture of the Lord’s moral government of individu-
als and communities, both civil and ecclesiastical.—
A very few references, will suffice in proof of these
assertions.

Punishment wasjudicially declared by the Apos-
tle Peter, upon Ananias and Sapphira for their ini-
quity ; and it was executed speedily and by mira-
cle, Acts 5. These people were professors of reli-
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gion. 'The angel of the Lord, under the Mediator’s

reign, smote Herod unto death, because he gave not

God the glory, Acts 12, 23. He was a Prince and

a persecutor. Elymas, the sorcerer, was judicially

inflicted with blindness, after the Apostle Paul de-

clared his sin. These are individual cases; and

ought to serve as a warning to every one. 'The

Churches of Asia were severally threatened by the

Lord, according to their iniquities. The disciple

whom Jesus loved, announced the threatening ; and
history bears testimony to its ‘execution. Many
professors in Corinth, suffered judicially for their
abuse of the Lord’s supper, debility, sickness and
death; and all under the gospel dispensation, 1st

Cor. 11,30. 'These are specimens of ecclesiastic-
al judgments. The dreadful judgments of anarchy,

war, famine and pestilence, were inflicted on the
Jewish nation. They were predicted by Jesus
Christ; and the terrible catastrophe is on record for
the perusal of the reviewers of Mr. Strong, in the
Herald. 1f they are still unbelievers on the subject,
let them return to the Gentiles, and they will find,
that, under the New Testament, cities and nations
are punished for their irreligion. ¢Come and see’

the Seals opened by Messiah; listen tothe Trumpets
of wo, blown by his servants; contemplate the min-
isters of the Redeemer’s vengeance, pouring out the
vials full of the wrath of God; consider the eonvul-
sion of the elements, in the storms of thunder, and
hail; and fire ; the consequent earthquakes, and the
blood of Armageddon; and then tell me that the
Saviour never inflicts temporal judgments. Read
Rev. 6, 8,11, and 18, 5, 8, and then tell me that the
ministers of the gospel may not teach, that judgments
shall ever, even in part, be executed on the earth.
As gor myself, I had rather belong to the society,
Rev. 15, 3— Saying, great and marvellous are thy
works, Lord God Almighty ; just and true are thy
ways, Thou King of Saints—for thy judgments are
made manifest.”

-
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I now, my dear sir, draw this letter to a close. I .

I have not trespassed already on your patience, and
the limits of your Magazine, I may give you, hereaf-
ter, another communication, relative to the opposi-
tion provoked in the city of New-York, against the
sermon of Mr. Strong. I have written now, in be-
half of principle, and not from personal attachment.
If 1 write again, I shall follow the same rule.  Ca-
rus mihi, et Carior veritas. 'That gentleman, what-
ever may be the faults'of his discovrse, either in
point of composition or detail of facts, has introduced
no new prineiple of Christian morals into the code.
The principle at which his opponents strike, has ever
- been held by the most able divines, and is always
welcome to the people of God. It is none other
than what was taught by the Prophets and Apostles,
Jesus Christ himself, being the chief corner stone.
’ Yours, respectfully,

SHORT NOTICES OF NEW PUBLICATIONS.

Second statement of Facts, &c., by James Douglas.
Pages 186, octavo. '

.o New-York, 1823.

This is an angry, and a silly book. Although
the writer Mr. James Douglas, does not like the prin-
ciples and usages of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church in America, there was no need for such an
outcry. The land of liberty is before him, and no
man seeks to hurt a hair of his head. Hisoutward
estate, which he always prefers to the edification of
the sanctuary, remains inviolate ; and there are other
“churches in the Land, besides the Reformed Presby-
terian.  He may take his choice of them; that is te
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say, if any one will receive him or take his book as
evidence of Christian feelings and temper of mind;
otherwise, he may himself form a new connexion, if
he can. We advise, in case of this alternative, that
his associates be very different from himself; be less
selfish and malignant, or they cannot stick together
any length of time. '

The history of Mr. Douglas, is plain, and his case
of easy comprehension. e emigrated from Scot-
land about five years ago, in order to get rid of Pres-
byterialﬁiurisdiction in that country, by abandoning
the work of preaching the gospel, and by devoting
himself ta a more congenial employment. He fell,
however, somewhat incidentally into the connexion
of the church in New-York, and was received as a
preacher, and of course, to communion in sealing or-
dinances. It soon became apparent that he did not
like the restraints of a church-; and the church began
to dislike his conduct. He first refused to submit
himself 1o Presbytery ; and he then forsook the pub-
lic worship.  The session of the church, therefore,
excluded him from the Lord’s Table. It was after
that he applied to Presbytery, for baptism to his
child, and sought permission to preach, where it
would be convenient for himself, without at all sub-
‘mitting to appointments, and even without restora-
tion to the communion.

" The Presbytery refused to grant his petition.—
As he did not like the church, and the church did
not like him, their connexion ceased as it were by
mutual consent.  He first went out, and they shut
the door after he was gone. This was a matter of
course ; but Mr. Douglas is passionate, and he thought
it his best way to make a great noise, that he might
createariot. Hence this book. He sounds his own
praise, and the complaint is of tyranny, because the
ministers, elders and deacons, would not preach, go-
vern, and distribute just as this man wished them.—
“They -took the course point:d out by their own dis-

: 40
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cretion, and left him to do as hesaw cause. He has
pow amply satisfied them all; that he is unfit for
chureh communion any where. Fhis book is evi-
dence of a vindictive and revengeful spirit, acted out
to the utmost. He is no loss to the people he has
left.  He went out from them because he was wot o
them ; for if he had been of them, no doubt he would
have continued with them.

In the work before us, there is little evidence of
piety or benevolence, of civility qr discretion. It is
the loud scolding of one who is so notorious, that his
tongue is no scandal. Sermons which he heard, and
sermons which he did not hear, are falsified and mis-
represented ; facts which he knew and which he did
not kuow, are misstated and perverted ; the private
conversations of respectable men, in the confidence
and familiarity of Christian friendship, are tortured
for their connexions and published to the world ; the
hear-say small chat of the indiscreet, and the gossip-
ings of his own wife, are worked up into his publi-
cation, together with original assertions of his own,
totally a1 variance with the ninth commandment.

Every man of delicacy or of honour, will, there-
fore, revolt, and all will do well to shun familiarity
with the man, who would for years remember their
most private words, and to gratify his revenge, pub-
lish them in a distorted form from the press. He is
now the open enemy of the church—of its judicato-
ries, and its public servants : and he has this advan-
tage in prosecuting his opposition, that he is under
wo restraint of truth or kindness. Any man wholoves
a false tongue and rude speech, may have his taste- -
gratified for 4s.'6d. by buying the book—the mic-
sTATEMENTS of James Douglas.

JV agro(eon in Exile, or, a Voice from St. Helena, by
arry O‘Meara, Esq. his late Surgeon, 12mo. 2
vols.
- New-York, 1823.
This is an interesting book; and contains much
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important information respecting the great actors on
the theatre of the world. The report of Napoleon’s
remarks on various subjects, and respecting distin-
guished men, bears the impress of truth. A young
map as Mr. O‘Meara is, could not, and probably no
manin the civilized world could, invent these con-
versations. 'The only heavy part of the book, is that
which respeets the controversy between Sir Hudson
Lowe, the governor of St. Helena, and Napoleon; and
that becomes so, only by the' frequent repetition of
nearly the same things. The baseness of the Brit-
ish government is placed in a strong light. No one
can doubt after reading this book, that Napoleon was

" tortured out of life by vexations, by bad diet, and by
the vice of the atmosphere on the bleak, dark and
dismal heights of St. Helena. .

He professed to believe the Bible, and employed -
some time in reading both the Old Testament and
the New. But he appeared utterly ignorant of the
plan of redemption, and the supporting power of the
grace of God. What a contrast does his captivity
present, to that of the Martyrs of Jesus, when shut up
in gloomy dungeons !

Peveril of the Peak—A Romanee, by the author of
Waverly, Ivanhoe, Kennilworth, &c. 12mo. 2 vols.

New-York, 1823.

These two are the last of perhaps 30 fictious
volumes, said to be by the same author. One ob-
ject in all his works, the author seems never to loose
sight’ of—the holding up of religion and all religious
men toridicule. This is thetendency of all his tales.
Great genius, indeed, he 'does display, but prostitu-
ted to base purposes. In the ¢ Tales of my Landlord,’
he holds up to public scorn, as far as he dares, the
Martyrs of Jesus, under. the house of Stuart. The
public indignation, awakened and expressed by all

good men, both in England and Scotland, compeﬁ:}r'
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him for a while to abandon that theme. He has
artly resumed it in Peveril. The Puritans, and
f’resbyterians, in the period immediately succeeding
the restoration of Charles 11., are the bodies that
Peveril attempts to render ridiculous or infamous.
He represents, indeed, the devout among them,’ as
employed in acts of devotion, and as possessing mind,
but as melaacholy, wild, enthusiastic, fanatical, and
indulging malignant passions. Did the reader think
his pictures faithful copies of the original, he would
regard with mingled emotions of pity and scorn, the
- * English Presbyterians and Independents. 'This is,
perhaps, the most common place of his tales. It
abounds, too, with profanity. The marvelous coin-
cidences which he attempts to create, rather disgust
by their improbability, than interest by their verisi-
militude. There is a great deal of the very lowest
trash in the dialogue. The occasional power of the
description, and the general texture of the fabric,
shew that itis the work of him who of late has occu-
pied so large a space in the regions of fancy.

ITEMS OF INTELLIGENCE.

Of a]l the attributes of government, whether hu-
man or divine, justice is that which is most hated by
the guilty. Never except when he is penitent, does
the criminal approve of his own condemnation.—
He will, indeed, be silent under sentence, if he deems
acquiescence convenient; but generally, it willgrat-
ify his passions more, and excite sympathy in others
with greater certainty, to exclaim against the justice
which detects, convicts, or condemns him, as tyranny
and persecution. Thus, often do slanderers and
murderers, and it is quite common with the pirates.
Even under the light of the gospel, it requires sove-

™= Zeign grace to make the sinner by nature, under
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wrath, confess that he is in that state, and to be sens-
ible of the justice which condemns him, although
pardon is at the time offered to him. ‘ )

It is this principle of enmity to justice, that makes
a sinner revile or evade the doctrines of grace re-
vealed in the Bible, and the transgressor to declaim
against the forms and administrations of the law
which condemns him forhis iniquity, whether by the
shurch or the state it shall have been dispensed.

There is a curious exemplification of the assertion
now made, in an article which appeared sometime
ago in the London papers. Itrespects an Atheistic-
al publication, entitled Principles of Nature, by blind
Palmer, an infidel preacher who was well known
twenty years ago in this village. The London edit-
or of this book of falsehoods, was tried in the court
of King’s Bench, for blasphemy against the Christian
religion ; and the defence which he offered, was the
very bhook itself, for the publication of which he was
indicted. Thus he strove to make persistance in
transgression his vindication for its commeneement.

- We quote the following paragraphs from ¢ The
Union,” of the 21st of March, Philadelphia.

“The Lord Chief Justice then interposed. His
Lordship observed, he had understood the defendant
to declare in his commencement, that the book was
an attack on Holy Scripture and the Christian Reli-
gion. Enough had been read to shew that itwas so,
and it therefore became his imperative duty to stop
the defendant, and to declare that he could not suf-
fer any book to be read in a Court of Justice, the
avowed object of which was to defame the Holy
?cripture‘, and to deny the truth of the Christian Re-

igion.

The defendant said the book was his defence, and
as such he must read it. The Lord Chief Justice
repeated that he could not suffer it to be read. The
defendant, ¢ My Lord, it is the duty of the Judge to
“hear whatever a defendant may consider necessary”

-
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for his defence ; otherwise it is no trial, buta mock-
ery. A Judge has no power to say what he will not
hear. It is necessary that the Jury should hear for
their information, before they could come to just
judgment.” The Lord Chief Justice—¢ The Jury,

believe, have heard enough.’ A Juryman—¢ We
have heard too much, my Lord, and hope not to have
our ears shocked with any more.’

The defendant—* This book ismy defence. The
Solicitor General has given you.the text, and I must
give you the context. I must read it.” The Lord
Chief Justice—* You have said, and 1 have taken
your words down, thatthis book is, and that you know
it to be, an attack on the Holy Scriptures and the
Christian Religion ; ‘therefore, I eannot permit it to
be read. If you have any thing else to add to the
defence, you are at liberty to state it.” The defend-
-ant—>¢ This book is my defence, and I will read it
The Lord Chief Justice—¢ You shall not read it, and
if necessary, in consequence of your persisting, 1
shall be compelled to order you to be removed from-

the court.’” The-defendant—* Then you refuse to -

allow me to make my defence. 'This s no trial, it is
a mockery of justice.” The Lord Chief Justice—
* Gentlemen do you desire to hear any more?’ A
Juryman—* Certainly not, my Lord.’ ,

His Lordship then proceeded to sum up, being
frequently interrupted by the attempts of the defend-
ant to_proceed in reading the book. The jury im-
mediately found the defendant guilty.

The defendant—¢ I have had no trial. Thave not
been allowed to make my defence. I can show the
* pains which have been 1aken topack a jury.” Oneof
the Jurors—¢ My Lord, I have neverserved on a Spe-
cial Jury before, therefore, 1 could not be packed.’
Another Juror—¢Nor did I my Lord. Thisisa
base and slanderous aspersion wantonly cast on the
jury by the defendant.” Mr. Gurney—*The great-
est satisfaction you can have, gentlemen, is to know
that you are not packed.’
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The defendant—¢I know one hundred names
were passed over, before one was taken.” Thisisa”
libel upon us.” The Lord Chief Justice—* Gentle-
men, these observations are not, in fact, made for
us, but for other purposes.” The defendant, raised
his voice again, declared this proceeding was a mock-
ery ; that it was a packed Jury. , .

The Solicitor General— My Lord, I move that .
the defendant be committed. The Lord Chief Jus-
tice—* Be it so. Let the officer take him away,
that he may not further insult the Court and Jury.’
The officer then proceeded to remove the defendant. .,
The defendant—¢Stop! I am not going without my -
hateither.” Having found his hat, he left the Court,
apparently wholly unaffected by the verdict.

The Glasgow Chronicle says: ‘On Saturday
se’nnight, the Rev. Dr. Chalmers was unanimously
elected Professor of Moral Philosophy in the Um-
versity of St. Andrew’s, and he has. notified to the
congregation of St. John’s his acceptance of the of-
fice. Some time since, he received 1,500/ from a
lady, to lay out in any way he thought proper. Of
this suimn, he gave 500/ to the Rev. Dr. Burns, for
the purpose of assisting in the erection of a chapel;
500! to the Rev. Mr. Marshal ; and 500 to Mr. Muir,
for the same laudable purpose. He has also given
5007 out of his own pocket, for aiding the erection
of a chapel in the Parish of St. John. !

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church, meets in Philadelphia the 3d Thursday of
the present month.

The Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church,
" meets in the city of Pittsburgh, Pa. on the first Tues-
day of August next.
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AGENTS FOR THE E. WITNESS.
Vermont—Rev. J. Milligan, Ryegate; Rev. Wm. Sloane, "Top-

slidM.
New-York—Rev. G. M‘Master, Duanesburgh; Rev. S, ‘M.
Y ill 0i, Galway ; Mr. Joseph Strain, Albany ; Rev.
M 1. W diams, Kortright ; Mr. Win. Stuart, White-
Lake: v John Weir, Hudson ; Rev. Mr. éosman,
Kiugston; Isaac Jennings, Merch’t. Montgomery ;
Mr. John Heary, Mamakating ; Mr. Jacobus Swart-
wout, Hopewell, Dutchess; Rev. C. D. Westbrook,
Fishkill; Mr. Audrew Bowden, New-York; Wm.
Sloan, Putham; Wm. Williamson, Caledonia.
New-Jersey—DMr. Jas. King, Patterson.
Pennsylvania—Samuel Bell, Merch't. Philadelphia; Mr. Jobn
homson, Canecochigue; Robert Brown, Merch’t
" Greenshurgh; Rev. Wm. Gibson, Canonsburghj
M. John Willson, Elizabethtown, Alleghany county.
Maryland—Rev. John Gibson, Baltimore. :
Ohio—Rev. M{. M‘Kee, Cincinnati ; Rev. Mr. Wallace, Chil-
icothe.
S. Carolina—John M‘Master, Post-Master, Winnsborough; D.
M‘Millan, Chester District ; Major M‘Keown, Beck-
. hamville.
N. Carolina—Rev. Isaac Grier, Mechlenburgh ; Mr. Thomg=
L. Grier, Ch-rlotte.
1llinois—Rev. Mr. Wylie, Kaskaskias.
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