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THE MINISTRY—THEIR HABITS AND DEMEANOR.*

GeNTLEMEN 0F THE THE0LOGICAL CLASS :—Another year has elaps-
ed and brings us to the opening of another session of our Seminary.
We meet you with sincere satisfaction and once more extend our
welcome to all, whether you have already been with us, waiting
upon our instructions, or now for the first time appear in our Hall.
The months that have passed since our last session closed have
been eventful ones in the history of our land. Much has occurred
in the providence of God calculated to impress our minds both with
fear and gratitude: with fear, as his just and holy hand and power
have been made mavifest in the condign infliction of heavy judg-
ments upon us, for the sins of theland, past and present, callin
upon all men, high and low, to repent and turn to the Lord; wit
gratitude, as notwithstanding these inflictions He has left with us,
has showered upon us, as a nation, many tokens of his forbearanee
wnd his bounty. The earth hasstill, in measure, yielded her fruits; -
no ravaging pestilence has visited our borders; the hum of busy
commerce is heard in our cities, and throughout the extended :
thoroughfares of our land. While the barbarian enemy with whom .
the nation is at war, has been permitted to overrun some portions -
of Northern territory, his advance has been stayed, and few of our-
homes have been subjected to the tread of the spoiler. We may:
also remember gratefully the continued evidence of the divine pres-.
ence with His church. “The word of the Lord has not been hin-
dered.” It has had ¢ free course.” Nor has his efiectual grace in
converting sinuers, and confirming saints, been altogether withheld.
The work of building the walls of Jerusalem has made some pro-
gress in these ‘“troublous times.” Nor are indications wanting. -
that the calamities which have fallen upon our country have not
been without some beneficial results, During these months man
thousands of the oppressed have been “rid from the might of iﬁ !

*#Read, by Prof. James M. Willson, at the opening of the Reformed Presbyterian Sem-...
inary, Allegheny, November 3, 1863.
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men ;" and if the condition of these rescued bondmen is not, in all
respects, what we would desire, means are in operation which give
promise ere long, by the blessing of God, of a better future for these
descendants of Ethiopia. Christian benevolence has found its wiy
among them, and holds ont to them the incalenlable gifts of cduca-
tion and a pure gospel. Nor is the public «lory of our Lord and
Saviour entirely unappreciated. The minds and hearts of not a
few have been turned to the Lord and King of nations; and :amove-
ment is going on, accelerated by these days of tribulation, to win
this nation to his sceptre,
You come, young gentlemen, to the worle of preparation for the
holy ministry in a time of great public interest; an age requiring
‘not special qualifications for the ministerial calling—for the dutics
and the trials of the Lord’s embassadors have been substantially
the same in all ages—but a large measure of these qualifications;
a larger measure than in times less active and less subject to change.
The fundamental qualifications of the minister of Christ I have
already endeavored to present and enforce from this place. First,
some years ago, by considering the elements of 'success in life—
undivided attention to one’s chosen avocation—unwearied and per-
severing diligence—candor and fidelity ; candor in speech, fidelity
in action—a philarthropic and benevolent spirit—enduring patience
and fortitude—habitual and prayerful reliance upon the help, guid-
ance, protection and blessing of God. On another occasion I dis-
cussed the primary qualifications of “Intellectual Culture:” defining
it as made up of three things—the sharpening of the analytic faculty,
the strengthening of the synthetic faculty, and as the result of these,
the purification of the * taste,” or that power of the mind that per-
ceives and relishes the beanty and fituess of thirgs. The attainment
of a high degree of this culture as a preparation for the ministry, I
urged, from the excellence of the ministerial ofice—from the ample
scope which it affords for the exercise of the highest mental gifts and
culture; confirming these arguments by the history of the church,
which bearsconclusive testimony to the esteem in which this culture
has ever been held by the most intelligent of the Lord’s people.
When last called to discharge the duty before me this evening, I
dwelt at some length upon the moral and spiritual attributes of the
good minister of Jesus Christ, specifying, 1st. A high estimate of
his office, from the fact that it bears a peculiar relation to Christ, the
Prophet and King ot the Church, and from the excellency of the
work itself. 2d. A sanctified curiosity. 3d. A sincere and earnest
piety, as this awakens and regulates this holy curiosity—gives true
religious intelligence and ability to exhibit the truths of the gospel
in some measure in accordance with their character and worth—
" as thisis the true and only fountain and source of that purity of
character which is indispensable in him who has to do with sacred
things—as it sustains the heart of the faithful laborer amidst the
toils and discouragements attending his work—and as it reacts
upon the church herself and acts powerfully upon the world.
There still remains a wide field of inquiry, to which it may not be



The Ministry—theyr Habits and Demeanor. 3

unprofitable to ask your attention—the habits and spirit and de-
meanor of the Christian minister. For while the traits of minis-
terial character, of which I have just presented an outline, are pri-
mary, fandamental, essential—there are others which, in some res-
pects, may be regarded as of minor consideration, butin othersare
scarcely less important than some, at least, already considered.
And if there be a difference of grade among them—as you will
readily discern, as they came in order before you, none of them can
be safely ignored or depreciated. And if some of them are en-
twined with those more fundamental, thisis no more than we ought
to expect, for the man is one, and his life is made up of acts which
have their spring in one mind and heart.

The matters to which I purpose now to allude may be classified :

I. As the prudential, and II. Such as bear more directly a moral
character ; these definitions expressive, however, only of the more
prominent features of these classes respectively. And

I. OF THE PRUDENTIAL, I mention,

1. Habits of systematic study and work.—An East India official,
celebrated amwong his friends and coadjutors for the amount of
work done by him during his term of official duty, in reply to the
question, what plan he adopted, merely said : ¢ When I have any-
thing to do, I go and do it,” conveying the idea that he had no pre-
arrangenient of time and seasons of labor. Butit mustbe remem-
bered that the duties of one situated as he was, are in one depart-
ment, and arrive daily in the regular routine of governmental opera-
tions. In such caseslittle,if anything, more was required, except the
prompt and diligent response to emergent calls. To those occupied
in other departments of labor and similarly situated, the same rule
will be found all that is essential to their highest éfficiency as work-
men. KFar differentis the case of the student who pursues the study
of various branches of learning, and of the pastor who has many
and diversified duties demanding almost simultaneously his earnest
attention. Here, as indeed in most of the occupations of life, due
regard must be had to order and system. Certain hours must be
fixed for each study, and these resolutely adhered to;and in the
case of the working pastor, especially in rurallocalities, certain days
must be devoted to each department of his work—to reading, to the
preparation of discourses, to visiting, recreation, &ec.

By following a plan, one is enabled to give attention to all his
duties; to assign to each its due proportion of time; nothing is
overlooked, and nothing allowed to engross more than its share of
our very limited ability to labor. Again, working by system facil-
itates the exercise of that undivided attention which is so essential
to successful effort. Working without a plan involves confusion,
mental distraction, often undue haste, and subjects the mind to the
constant feeling of dissatisfaction arising from a consciousness of
something left undone. System divides the burden of duties, and
by allotting each division to its own hour, renders tolerable and even
grateful, what would otherwise appear to be a weight too heavy to
bear. And, finally, the intellectual powers adapt themselves in
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some mysterious way to times and seasons, to certain honrs of the
day, to certain days of the week. In a word, more is actually ac-
comyplished, and that more happily, when we work on some plan
judiciously distributing our various labors.

In this, as in all else, there may be excess. A systern may be too
minute in its subdivisions of time; but especially it may be foo
tenaciously adbered to, to the disregard of imperative calls. e
is a wise man who lives by some good rule; but he is a wiscr man
who knows wheu bis rule is to be temporarily suspended: who sees
the rule and its reasons, and, hence, departs fromit cheerfully when
more urgent reasons demand this. The pastor must always bold
himself in readiness to answer the calls of the sick and the afflicted.
No claims of the student, no apportionment of hours or days, can
be allowed to interfere with such calls of benevolence.

This habit is formed during student life. Neglected then, it will
be far more difficult to form amid the more stirring scenes and du-
ties of pastoral life. One who studies only when he feels like it,
or permits his attention to be withdrawn from his books by the
casnal solicitations of things without, will lose not only the present
advantages of growth in knowledge and happiness in his studies,
but is preparing himself for a shiftless and inefficient ministerial
life.

I do not give this subject undeserved prominence. It bears a
most intimate and almost, if not quite, inseparable relation to effi-
ciency in the ministry. Order and system implies industry, and
promotes it. The want of system tends to the waste of the strength
in desultory and ineffective action. God works according to a plan
foreordained and unchangeable.

2. The acquisition of general knowledge—And by this knowledge,
I mean the knowledge of things and events lying outside of the di-
rect line of theological orindeed any professional study—the know-
ledge of whatisin, and going on in, the world ; the knowledge, also,
of the past, asrecorded iu the pages of history. There may be some
danger, particularly in the case of such as are naturally ot a literary
turn, that such, in measure, extrancous studies and inquiry, may
engross too much of the interest and too many of the hours of the
Christian minister. To this I have, on another occasion similar to
this, discoursed at some length, and would repzat the warning: let
no man, devoted to the high functions of an embassador for Christ,
allow the solicitations of polite literature—of poetry—of history—
of science—of political operations and results—withdraw his heart
from the reading and study of the Word of God, and the diligent pe-
rusal of the standard writers of theology, of earlier and later times.
Theirs should be among the best worn books in the pastor’s library.
But while we remember and insist upon devotion to theological
research, we should not forget that there is a great and glorious
world around us, of matter and of mind, while the past hasfurnish-
ed us with records of men and events, worthy of the most careful
examination. General knowledge enlarges the field of vision, ex-
pands and invigorates the intellect, furnishes large resources for
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illustration and argument, and is thus preparation for the pulpit.
Its acquisition may be so arranged as to become a real relaxation
from the more severe researches which form the staple of minis-
terial study. Moreover, the pastor is a member of society, and is
Jjustly expected to contribute his share to the entertainment, as well
as the instruction of those with whom he is brought in contact. And
finally, who can question that the works and ways of God, as Crea-
tor, and Lord of Providence, demand some notice from him who
would exhibit his claims to the love and homage of men. Not
that we should seek to be adepts in seience, hut to keep abreast of
the great stream of advancing knowledge.

The most eminent of the servants of Christ have not been want-
ing here. Moses was “learned” in all the learning of the Egyp-
tians. Paul was trained in the literature of the Grecian schools.
Augustine was a finished scholar. Bayle affirms that Calvin was,
at an early age, the most learned man in Europe. Passing over
crowds of names, French, German, &c., let us come to the land of
our forefathers. Knox was a man of high mark in public attairs
all his life. Andrew Melville, the most accomplished classical
teacher of his time and country. Henderson, Gillespie, and even
the heavenly-minded Rutherford, were all thoroughly conversant
with the learning of their day, and deeply interested in all publie
movements. Is there one name standing high on the roll of the
church’s great and heroic men, whose wind was not stored, in
some good measure, with general knowledge? It may be said,
“Is not the knowledge of the Bible enough ¢ It is, and it is not.
It is not, if this knowledge is to exclude all inquiries into the won-
ders of Grod’s workings, or even into the experience and the doings
of our fellow men. It is, provided we remember that he who
knows the Bible thoroughly, even as we may know it, must koow
also much of science, and of literature—of history especially, as
helps to comprehend its meaning : and of the events of the times,
that he may know how to apply the teachings of the Bible to the
institutions and movements of his own day.

A decided taste for general knowledge does not necessarily ac-
company even the diligent pursuit of the learning of the schools,
either literary or theological. It needs culture, and it is well if it
has its beginnings in an early training in an intelligent household.
Here, as in nearly all else that contributes to usefulness and hap-
piness in life, much depends upon the father and the mother of the
future scholar. It is possible—it not rarely occurs, that even un-
toward early influences may not succeed in repressing this taste
for solid acquisition. It may be too strong naturally, or it may
derive strength from every additional acquirement in the learning
of the schools, as well as from the scenes in the heavensabove and
on the earth heneath, which meet the eye, even from iufancy ; or
it may be brought out and cultivated by the seen and felt activities
of social, and business, and political life, in a land like ours. But
in every case it implies choice and effort. The student in a theo-
logical seminary may not have leisure, while actually prosecuting
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his prescribed course, to look much abroad, or to fill his mlnrri with
this general knowledge, but it must not be overlooked. There
are intervals in every course of study: und even 1n seasons of
wmuch pressing occupation in the routine ot a theological course it
is not impracticable to redeem time enough to lcarn something ot
God’s doings, besides those which claim the more earnest attention
and effort.

8. The minister and the student should meditate cnd ponder much.
He should endeavor to malke all that he learns his own. All sub-
jects to which his studies are directed should be passcd thrqugh the
crucible of his own mind. Truth of all kinds should be incorpo-
rated with his own mental constitution—become a part of himself.
What is learned from books, or from the teacher, should be em-
ployed as material for thought. not rested in us ultimate acqure-
ments. This habit of meditation is invaluable, cven to the private
Christian. It is precisely analogous to the process of digestion,
which prepares ourfood that it may be taken up by the organs of
assimilation, and so become truly nutritive. Truth rec(zl_ved into
the memory is as the food received into the stomach. It isnotyet
in the body. Truth brought under the operation of the judgment,
or of the taste, or of the heart, and held there by a mental effort,
is truth digested, and thus appropriated as our own possession. A
measure of this process is absolutely indispensable to all real
mental or spiritual growth. And, beyond question, the lack of
this among Christians is one of the main reasons of the slow and
unsatisfactory progress in the Christian life, of which we so often
and justly complain. Truth is apprehended by the intellect, laid
up in the memory, but is not brought out and keptin its position—
in presence of heart and conscience—until it is seen in its true re-
lations and effects its intended work. .

If this be important for all, much more for him whose special
office it is to teach, illustrate, establish, apply and enforce the
precious truths of the gospel and of the holy and good law of
Christ. It is a frequent complaint, that the exhibitions of the
pulpit are dry; do nottouch the heart, or even awaken any intellec-
tualinterest. The main reason of all thisis: the utterances of the
pulpit are too often mere readings from memory—not the living,
gushing effusions of the mind, and heart, and soul of the speaker;
or, they are exhibitions of truth, perhuaps most important truth,
but not seen in its relations to man, to social interest, to the active
movements and workings of the souls of those to whom it is ad-
dressed—so uttered that it seems to the hearer as a thing afar off—
not the exhibition of what belongs to him: his thoughts and ways,
and hopes, and duties. The cause of all this lies partly, I admit,
not exclusively, in the fact that what is thus presented does not
wear a human aspect; and in the deeper fact, that he, by whom itis
presented, is not revealing himself, either intellect or heart, to the
hearers before him; and in the still remoter fuct that what he
speuaks has not received the hue of his own mind and heart by fre-
quent and profound meditation. We feel at once, almost as soon
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as 2 speaker opens his mouth, whether he is a thinker, or a mere
retailer of other men’s thoughts. I might insist upon this on
other grounds. In no other way is any object of intellectual per-
ception clearly perceived, particularly in its relations to other
trutbs, but by this process of mental digestion ; and by this only
does it really become part of our stock of available and profitable
knowledge. In a word, what we learn is, or ought to be, but the
seed of which the mind, by its own workings, develops the life
and advances the growth, until it gives a rich harvest of other in-
tellectual, moral and spiritual trutbs and results.

4. That all these may not be ineffective, and consequently profit-
able for little, the student and the pastor should pay due regard to the
preservation of physical health and vigor. The life of the Christiau
minister is a life of intellectual effort. IHis chief work lies among
books and principles, and general facts regarding human nature in
its highest duties and responsibilities, its trials and its conflicts, its
deeper miseries, and its truest and most living blessednesses. The
soul and mind that God has given him are the implements with
which he works. But he has a body, too, and—I speak trom no
little painful experience—he had better take good care of it. If
not so valuable as his soul, it is uot, therctore, without great value.
All genuine students require some admonition, some warning, on
this subject. It is apt to be forgotten, that mental labor 1s su-
premely exhausting. Every thought, every movement of feeling,
consumies a portion of the nervous tissue. Close and continuous
thought wears more rapidly than even physical effort. And hence,
while edncated men are, as a rule, longer lived than others, a very
large proportion of them live a sort of dying life. Organic disease
may not fasten upon them so frequently or so fatally as upon men
of active physical habits, but they are none the less suftferers. They
are pained and enfeebled by some oue or other of the protean
forms of functional disorder, induced by the enfeebled, or unduly
excited, condition of their mysterious nervous system.

The origin of this will often be found in the efforts of mind re-
quired of the boy even in very early years, continued throughout
the entire course of preparatory and collegiate training, and, it
may be, prolonged into the course of immeriate preparation for
the work of the ministry. It is then carried into the pastoral life,
with the results to which I have just referred. That there are idle
ministers, indeed, is a notorious fact : men who spend their time,
certainly enough of it, in the open air; men who fail to stir up the
gift that is in them ; who need no advice to take good care of their
bodily health, but rather to give attentiou to reading, that their
profiting in study may appear to all. But multitudes, especially
in cities and in towns, err on the other side—an error not upon
the whole to be severely blamed, but yet imperatively requiring
correction. '

But what must be done? (1.) And particularly, as aiready
urged, regard must be had to the proper allotment of days and
hours, so that duty may occupy its properand leading place. (2.) A
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due amount of out door exercise should be taken as regularly ae
possible. Walking and gymnastic exercises, in cities cspecially,
and this not merely as necessary in the discharge of pastoral du-
ties, but for the direct purpose of recreation. And what is better,
if it can be had, riding, either in carriage or on horse-back—the
latter far the best. Soine have recommended, instead, some man-
ual employment. This may be well enough in some instances, but
few care to resort to this, and they are not much to be blamed.
The fact is, what is needed is not so much work asa kind of play of
muscle andof mind. €3.) Society—free, merry, it you please—un-
der proper restrictions. (4.) Whatever the mode adopted, let there
be an entire forsaking, for the time, of the routine ot daily labor.
Let the mind and, as far as may be, the heart be turned from the
usual track, to take a freer course. Some have endeavored to
combine work and recreation ; they have walked or rode, but with
book in hand, and have been held as wonders of wisdom, as most
conscientious men, who would not lose a fraction of time, being
accountable for every moment. Anything more absurd than this
can hardly be imagined. All such plans are very good ones for
taking exercise without recreating, and for studying without profit :
for throwing two stones, and not even hitting one bird. What the
student needs is both physical and mental refreshment—the latter
for the salke of the former, the former for the suke of the latter.
Endeavor, my young friends, to preserve the sana mens in corpore
sano. You will thus dp far more in the end, and do it better, as
well as more happily; and now is the time to make this a habit, as
much as a rale of your lives.
To be continued.

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION.

Tre Address of the Committee appointed by the Convention
which met in Pittsburgh,July 4th, 1863, in reference to the amend-
ment of the Constitution of the United States, appeared in our last
number. With the general scope and purpose of this paper we
find no fault. It is designed to call public attention to a subject
of immediate and momentous interest. It brings before the
churches the claims of God Most High upon this nation; urges
the insertion, in the preamble of the constitution, of an express re-
cognition of his being, attributes and supremacy; ascribes the
fearful judgment which has fallen from heaven, upon this land,
to the fact that it has not given to God the glory due to hisname, in
our uational constitution ; refers to the Mediator by the quotation
of passages of Seripture which demand of rulers submission to his
authority.

So far it merits our approbation. With many of its statements
and arguments we are highly pleased, and we hope it will contrib-
ute to the awakening of the Christian sense of this nation to the
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consideration of the nation’s sin and the nation’s duty in this mat-
ter. But we regret to say that there are in it both statements and
omissions which obliged us to withhold from it our sanction, when
it was cousidered in committee. We mention the following :

1. The phrase, “our national constitution,” occurs 'more than
once. In a loose sense, this may mean no more than “the consti-
tution of the United States.” But we do not and will not use this
language, for we had no part in making it. nor do we adopt it as
ours. We refuse any such acknowledgment * of the whole system.”

2. It appeurs to us too sweeping in its admissions regarding the
excellency of the constitution. That it is excellent, we are most
happy to acknowledge. No existing constitution, besides, provides
80 well for the security of free men. It is in this aspect, beyond
comparison, superior to the constitutions of the most advanced na-
tions of the old world. But we cannot assert that, even as a political
instrument, it is “worthy of all commendatton.” Still, this is a
comparatively small matter. Itdoesnotsecure freedom of the poor
slave. It was not intended to do this; for, while its framers, most
of them, had certainly “a clear conception of human rights and
of the great principles of civil liberty,” they most impiously and
fatally departed from their own couvictions in the introduction, in
various clauses, of provisions designed to protect the slaveholder
in his claims upon his slave, and, in one, to permit the increase of
the number of his human chattels.

3. We cannot accord with the writer of the address in declining
to maintain that ¢the constitution is liable to the charge of infidel-
ity.” This is a just charge. Moreover, we had supposed that the
day was past for adducing the arguments in the fourth paragraph,
in vindication of the constitution from this charge. The President
may “affirm,” might be an atheist, so far as anything in the con-
stitution is concerned, and refuse to do anything else than give his
own solemn promise, without any reference to a God at all. The
“oath,” even, may be by any God, or by the cross. The clause
“Bundays excepted,” takes for granted that the man chosen to be
President may not be disposed to attend to public business on the
first day of the week, but does not even hint that the nation is
pledged to own that day, or its Lord. And we cannot see how the
mere affixing of a date to an instrument, and using the commoun
designation of the Christian era, by which every one here and in
Europe measures time, can be regarded by the most remote im-
plication, as containing an acknowledgmeunt of Christ as Lord.
If it means anything of this sort, it must mean everything; and why go
about to bring the nation to an acknowledgment of God and of his
Christ, for it has done it already in explicit terms! Who believes
this? and yet whoever so interprets this matter of “dating” the
document, must go the whole length.

4. There is no express mention in the paper of the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ. We know that Ps. 1: 10 is quoted, where He
is styled “the Son.” We understand this text. Many othgrs do so.
But we are extremely dissatisfied that, in a document designed to
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turn the attention of Christians in this Jand to the defects of the
constitution in not making an “explicit” acknowledgment of
Christ’s supremacy, this very error should be found. Surcly we
ought to state our object clearly. We are not ashamed ot Christ.

5. A reference to slavery may not be rcgurded as a desideratum
in 2 document put forth with the design and end of bringing this
nation to acknowledge God. But we ure sure that some allusion
to this subject, especially in atime when God is smiting this nation
expressly for this sin, would have been precisely in place. We go
for a free, as well as expressly Christian constitution.

6. Tle statements in reply to the ery of * union of Church and
Staté,” weaccord with, in the main ; but, notwithstanding, we would
have liked that this had been less liable to misapprehension, as if
we did not hold it to be the duty of « reformed Christian nation to
recognize the Church of Christ, and give her all such countenance
and aid as are consistent with the ends and appliances of scriptural
civil governmeunt. i

7. It is snid that “as the disciples of Him whose kingdom is not
of this world, we do not consider that it is within our province to
interfere with anything in our constitution which is strictly of a
political character.” If it had been said, “strictly and exclusively,”
and then, “as ecclesiastics,” instead of “as disciples of Christ,”
we would have been more satistted with this. We desire to act in
all things “as diseiples of Christ.” Besides, we do not assent to
the implied meaning which has been affixed to the phrase, *king-
dom not of this world.” That much abused text does not mean
that Christ’s kingdom is not in the world, but as the same record is
made in another place, 18 “not from heaven.”

A pretty long list of objections. We regret very much to have
been constrained to offer them at this stage of the effort to lead
this nation to God. TLet us understand each other. We mean to
hold our position without swerving a hair’s breadth. If others are
not yet ready to come to the same position, the Lord will take the
whole matter in his own hand, as He has the matter of national
slaveholding. J. M. W,

A VOICE FROM TOE FPAST.

A suart pamphlet, containing the following act, was sent to us some time ago by
Rev. G. M’Millan. Believing its re-publication seasonable at the present time, we lay
it beforé our readers. The plainness with which the subject of slavery was treated in
South Carolina sixty years ago, is proof of the faithfulness of our fathers. The voice
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church was heard denouncing, in strong terms, the
wrong, when every other church was silent. We have no doubt that Rev. James
M’Kinney wrote the paper. T. 8.

An Act of the Reformed Presbytery in North America for a Day of Public
Fastiny, with the Causes thereof:

The times and circumstances in which the remnant of the Reformed Cov-
enanting Church, in the United States of North America, finds herself exist-
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isting, are, to her, loudly admonitory; the signs of the times are truly ominous,
and call her to acts of the most deliberate consideration as to present dl}ty
toward God, her own children, the world of mankind at large, and succeeding
generations—and upon the most mature view of present systems, providen-
tial calls, conscious guilt, divine commands and threatenings, together with
the approved example of past generations, she finds herself, in her collective
capacity, urged on to essuy the very solemn work of public fasting and humil-
iation with all convenient speed. It is hoped the following survey of all the
causes will call forth her own counections to earnestness and ingenuity in this
business, and, at the same time, serve as an apology for her to the generation,
and an admonition to them to consider their ways.

I. Ignorance mightily prevails through this extensive country. It is truly
pitiable to traverse the regions of this great wilderness, from one endto anoth-
er, und behold the wretched state of old and -young in respeet to the know-
ledge of divine revelation and its greatand important doctrines. * This renders
mankind an casy prey to every imposture that is practiced upon men by those
swarms of fulse teachers, who, in every corner of the land, debase religion and
bring it into the lowest degree of degradation by their damnable doctrines
and anti-christian practices. What renders this symptom the more alarming
is the vain, self-couceited idea, which not a little flatters the pride and vauvity
of this generation, namely. that they are an enlightened people; too justly
Ee m;yﬁcump]ain that this “people is destroyed for lack of knowledge.”

0s. 4: 6.

I1. Unbelief, like iron bars, closes out Christ and the knowledge of his per-
son, offices, and redemption, from the ears and hearts of them to whose doors
the gospel is duily sent. How far the ravages of the late war, with sanguin-
ary scenes which attended it, may have hardened the heart and blunted the
feclings of this nation and generation, is not easy to say : but certain itis that
a cold, skeptical disposition prevails exceedingly, and is generally attended
with a contempt of the close, heart-searching doctrine of Grod’s Word ; when
the most pressing, tender and animated cails are delivered to perishing sinners,
the missionaries of heaven have the mortification, too often, to behold indiffer-
ence written on the countenances of auditors and bebolders, and to see them
go away and make light of the most solemn and pathetic warnings, notwith-
standing that God has sworn that none such shall enter into his rest—that
they shall not see life, but that the wrath of God abides on them.

IIL. The open affronts cast on God’s moral law in this country equal, yea
perhaps exceed, anything that has ever been attempted in any country profess-
ing Christianity. Were the instances rare, and condueted behind the curtain,
though this would be matter of lamentation, yet the visible affront to the
Divine Majesty would not be so great. But this is far from being the case.
Impudence seems, in modern times, to have outdone her former efforts and to
have banished almost the last blush from a hardened generation, of whom we
may say, with Solomon : ¢ There is a generation, O how lofty are their eyes!
and their eye-lids are lifted up.” Atheism walks abroad at noonday. Ltisquite
fashionable with not a few, who pretend to superior refinement of undbrstand-
ing, to mock the being and perfections of their Maker and Judge. False
worship is established and openly practiced in every part of the land, and the
most wicked and gross heretics and idolaters are invited to come and take
shelter under the wings of the present civil power, provided only they will
first fall down and worship the golden image which a corrupt and infidel
people have set up. False swearing is extremely common. Oaths are most
}amentably and unnecessarily multiplied, so that the consciences of men seem,

in a high degree, callous to that most solemn act of religious worship. Idol-
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atry in swearing, by kissing a book, is little scrupled at, though jurants in t.hl)s
country are under no legal temptation to this species of immorality. God's
creatures are much abused by the intemperate use thereof, to the great dis-
honor of his name and affront of his religion. Was ever the Sabbath known
to be treated with more contempt in any country? No! America might
blush at many Popish countries-on this head. The little provision which the
laws have made for suppressing this heaven-daring sin, is mearly rendered
useless by the remissness and carelessness of magistrates, who are often them-
selves the ringleaders in this iniquity. Relative duties are ill understood and
as ill practiced. Wicked principles about civil government gain ground. Ra-
lers seem to have no idea, nor ruled any desire, that civil power should be
morally qualified ; they mutually laugh to scorn the design of subordinating
civil rule to the glory of the Messiah’s kingdom. Parents neglect the cduca-
tion of their children, and children contemn the authority of their parents.
Ministers néglect their flocks,'and their flocks wander far from and con-
temn their shepherds. Murder is not uncommon; ruining and murdering
characters is so frequent that it has almost lost its odium in the public opinion.
That ubominable species of murder, even enslaving thousands of fellow crea-
tures for life and their posterity without end, and degrading them below the
brutes, is now reduced to & regular system, and seems, by a long prescription
to brave a remedy. Thero ig, for the present, power on the side of the op-
pressors, but no power on the side of the oppressed. What humane man but
will mingle his tears with those of his fellow mortals, when he sces them
shut out from every source of rational bappiness, far banished from their
native bomes, torn from dear relations, and waliowing in the most abominable
uncleanness, while every means of ameliorating tieir condition is artfully
kept from their view by their insolent and murderous masters. Oh! Ameries,
what hast thou to account for, both to Grod and man, on the head of slavery
alone? Alas! when shall God arise for the cries of the oppressed ? Un-
cleanness seems to claim America for its favorite soil. Cozening and deceitin
dealing walk abroad with a boldness which shows the honor and moral senti-
ments of America to be at a very low cbb. False witness bearing, the natu-
ral and inseparable concomitant of an unnpecessary multiplication of oaths,
abounds in every quarter ; it has become so common, indeed, that its abettors
seem to be got, in a great measure, beyond shame. Covetousness, that native
vice of the depraved heart of mun, makes its appearance in various shapes.
Conscience seems to slumber, while the strong man armed keeps the house.
The pride of life, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eye, are becoming
the mainspring of human action. Oh! that men saw the purity and perfee-
tion of the divine law, and felt its power to convert the souls that lie in sin. .

IV. A worldly, mercenary spirit greatly prevails. What the Apostle means
when he desires us to set our affections on things above, and not on things: on
the earth, seems not to be studied, nor scarcely attempted to be reduced to
practice. Not a few seem to think there is something in the American
seasons, agriculture, and avocations, that apologizes for worldly-mindedness
and ncglect of close walking with God  But, let not men deceive themselves.
God will not be mocked. 1In all places where he records his name he expects
that men will worship him in spirit and in truth. Tet us remember the
apostolical advice: “Love not the world, n-ither the things of the world ; for
if any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”

V. This wretched evil increases hardness of heart and insensibility under
all the means of God’s appointment for the correction and reformation of
mankind. If he smiles, in his providence, they wax wanton, and take his
wine and oil to deck their idols with, If he frowns, they grow sullen, and,
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at least in their hearts, curse him to his face. If he -ealls by his word, they
sleep on and say, a little more sleep, a little more slumber, and a little more
folding of the hands to sleep; or, perhaps, oppose any movings within, by
promising to hear them at a more convenient time. Thus insensibility eats
out religion from every part of the human family, when it is indulged. It
ruins hearts, families, churches and nations.

VI. Untenderness in the livesand conversations of professors is truly lament-

‘able. The bride, the Lamb’s wife, is loudly called upon to adorn the doctrine
of God ber Saviour. If she doos not, who will, in a crocked and perverse
generation ! How awful that any who profess to follow the Lamb whitherso-
ever he goes, should prove themselves, by their practice, to be enemies to the
cross of Christ. And may we not all lament that we stand more or less
chargeable on this quarter, so-that the word of truth comes to be evil spoken of
thereby, aud a wicked generation hardened in their evil ways.

VII. The little success of the yospel in these dregs of time, is very affiict-.
ing. Never, perbaps, had the ministers of the gospel more reason to take up
that bitter complaint, who hath believed our report and to whom hath the
arm of the Lord been revealed? The Lord in just anger has awfully with-
held the refreshing and awakening influence of his Spirit. Men are fond to
heap up to themselves teachers, haviog itching ears. They desire to have
smooth things taught. And, alas! it secems too evident that God is giving
them up to their idols, and to be filled with their own ways. Apy feeble at-
tempts that are made to introduce sound doetrines, and the power of real holi-
ness, mect with little encouragement. Men seem generally contented—they
are settled on their lees. Those who would call them to a more close consid-
eration of their ways, seem to be setters forth of new Gods. Oh! for a day
of divine power, when Jehovab shall make these hard-hearted sinners who are
far off from God ‘and righteousness, know and consider their ways. Oh'!
that they were wise, that they understood this, that they would consider their
latter end.

VIII. What ground of mourning when we behold the rooted and immova-
ble aversion which generally appears against the introduction of 2 covenanted
work of reformation in this western world ! Some attempts have been made
to disseminate these divine principles, in different parts of the Awmerican con-
tinent, by the witnessing remnant in Britain and Ireland; but, alas! it
appears that her transatlantic sons soon wearied of the cross. The late
revolution in America secems to have afforded a desirable pretext for casting it
away. How honorable this pretext will prove to the agents, or advancing to
the cause of Christ, time will more fully uofold. In the meantime we desire
to lament bitterly that our former brethren in the cause and testimony of
Jesus in this rising empire, who ought to have been like dew among the na-
tions where they were scattered, and who lacked not weapons, nor a glorious
opportunity to display the banner of truth, did so faintly turn back and fall
before so small a temptation to the rending the rempant of Christ's wit-
nesses in this new world, and that they still perseverc to cast cold water on
every attempt to revive God's work in the midst of the years.

IX. We desire, as a witnessing remnant of the Lord's people scattered
among the nations, to mourn at the lax and wicked notions that a great part
of this nation entertains upon the article of civil government, pamely : that
it is utterly resolvable into the corrupt wi Il of unprinecipled and ungodly men,
without any regard to the moral law, than which, perhaps, a more wicked
doctrine hag never been broached among Adam'’s miserable posterity. We
moreover lament that this nation made such a poor improvement of the noble
opportunity they enjoyed of setting up a good moral civil constitution among
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them. How shameful was their return to God, when he had delirered them {rom
the scourge of a eruel war, and put it in their power to o something for his
honor, that they made their State Constitutions nests for almost all unclean-
ness and cages of every unclean bird; they engaged to protect cvery cnemy
of God and of his Christ, provided they will take shelter under the wings of the
United States. How miserably have many been deceived who bave sacrificed
their blood and treasure to get rid of cursed Popery and prelacy, with other
damunable heresy, when they see these very evils taken under the natiopal
protection of an unthoughtful people.  Tell it not in Guth.

X. If we dig a little farther, we should yet see, if possible, greater abomina-
‘tions.  We will find Satan transforming hiwself into an angel of liyht, and
attempting to deceive the very elect. Wherever we turn, we hear a cry: Lo!
here is Christ, and lo! Ife is there. Qur ears are duuned with strange con-

versions, wonderful regenerations and amendments of life. ¢ Are wot these
men the agents of Guod #” is the common ery. DBut a littie attention will
convince persons of sober understanding that these are the desperate efforts of
Satan to introduce a wild, enthusiastic fire in place of the regular operations
of the Holy Ghost in the conversion and sanctification of men, to the dishonor
of God, hardening a generation in their contempt of religion, deludiog many
simple souls, and bringing on themselves swift destruction.

XI. Damnable heresies are propagated, with indefatigable zeal, by Satan’s
agents in almost every quarter of this extensive continent, such as the denial
of the doctrine of a Trinity in unity, the atonement of Christ, the divine
authority of the Bible, the efficacy of the Spirit in the conversion of sinners,
the perseverance of the Saints, the universul depravity of human nature. and
. the eternity of punishment, all of which abominable heresies are evertive of
the very foundations of Christianity.

XII. There is great reason to lament the want of a Christian spirit amoung
professors of the same cause one toward another. How ready are such often
to bite and devour one another! How ready to rip up private faults! How
hard to be brought to exercise a forgiving spirit, when differences arise! How
negligent to converse together about the concerns of God's glory and their
mutual edification ! How untender are they to fallen brethren, to restore them
in the spirit of meekness ! How slack in stirring each other up to a holy,
disinterested zeal for the public coocerns of God’s glory! How slow to in-
quire after each other's welfare! How little sympathy do they exercise
to one another in distress! How slow to set an cxample to one annther
in sacrificing their private interests to the public concerns of God and
religion in the world! Alas! alas! such was not the character nor conduct
of Christians toward each other in those days when even pagans were wont,
with admiration, to say : ¢ See how the Christiuns love one another!” And
how hard are the professors of this day to be brought to miniaterial admonition
and discipline! How hardly are they brought to the exercise of social prayer,
family worship, non-conformity to the world, and abstinence from fleshly lusts!
How hurdly brought to keep social intercourse in praying societics with one
another, or even to confess their faults for neglecting these important duties!
And all this to the deadening of their own souls, retarding (od’s sent ser-
vants.

For these, and many other weighty causes that might be mentioned, the
Presbytery do appoivt the first Wednesduy of November next to be observed
by themselves and people of their communijon, through the United States, as
a day of most solemu prayer and fasting. And they do hereby, in the pawe
of the Lord Jesus Christ, earnestly beseech their said connections not to make
light of this injunction, but to essay the work with great solemnity; to search
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their hearts most severely, examine their ways, and ery mightily to the Lord
that he would avert just judgment from this guilty land, which seems im-
pending; that he would pity us in our low estate, think upon us, and assist
us while we attempt to set up his fullen Tahernacle in this westero world ; and
that every person and family would mourn apart and endeavor to set forward of
thorough reformation. :

At the same time the court find themselves bound to call themselves and
their scattered conuections to the exercise of thanksgiving to God for any re-
viving he has given us in our hondage, particularly that he has preserved
some berries on the topmost branches, in a time of such gencral apostasy ;
that he has been pleased to send auny to break the bread of lite among his
people, and search out the strayed sheep where they have been scattered in
the dark and cloudy days, acd that he is giving some hopes that he will have
a seed to do him service in this remote part of the world until the times of
more general refreshing shall come from his presence.

W. Kina, Moderator.

J. M'Kinney, Clerk.
Rocey Creek (8. C.), Cuester Dist., August b, 1795.

THE DEATH OF A PRAYER MEETING.

D1ED, in Laodicea, the Prayer Meeting; aged one year. The health of the
Meeting was poor, most of the year, and its life was despaired of; but a few
anxious friends kept it alive ; and sometimes it would so revive as to encourage
them. Discouragement, however, at last prevailed—and the Prayer Meeting
is DEAD. It died from neglect. Not a Christian was present when it died.
Over forty Christiuns (?) were living within a mile of it, but not oue was
there. Had two only been there, its life might have been saved : * for where two
are agreed, as tonching anything that they ask, it shail be done for them.” Two-
thirds of the forty might have been there, had they been so disposed ; but they
were not, aud the Prayer Meeting died. If actions be allowed to speak, it hus
very few mourniog friends. Oh! what will become of the Laodiceans? God
konows their works. They are ¢ neither cold nor hot”'—lukewarm. He threatens
to cast them out of his mouth; but they regard it not. O ye Laodiceans!
«“What will ye do when God riseth up "’—you who have forsuken the Prayer
Meeting, and thrown the burden of sustaining it upon a few—jyou who can
spend your evenings at home, or at your neighbor’s house, when you are as well
able to be at prayer meeting us your minister is to attend to his appointments
—ryou who have no interest in the Prayer Meeting, and no tears to shed over
its death, “*when God visits you, what will you answer him?”’ You covenanted
with the great. Head of the church to help to sustain his cause in Laodicea, as
long as you remained there ; but your pledge is broken ; the Prayer Meeting,
through your neglect, has died ; you are responsible for its death, and will an-
swer for it to God. 1t will become a swift wituess against you, except you repeat.
Grod grant that its death koell may havnt you until you are willing to cry
mightily unto him for its resurrection, and do all in your power to revive it.——
Family Treasury.
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NORTOHWESTERN MISSION,

LETTER FROM MR. J. M. STEVENSON.

JANEsvILLE, Wis., Dee. 1, 1863.

DEaRr XpiTors—Since my last to you, I have endeavored to push my mis-
sionary efforts still further through the Northwest. When on my last trip, [
visited several places in Wisconsin and Minnesota; and I return thauks, with
emotions of gratitude to the Author of all good, for the evidence of encourage-
ment I witnessed during the last five weeks of my labors. I spent one Sabbath
at Lake City. 1 preached in the Congregational church. Here I found one
faithful adherent to the principles of our church. Time did not permit me to
remain here long enough to form an opinion as to the propriety of making ita
missionary station. The next place worthy of notice, and where 1 met with
any encouragement, was Big River, nine miles east of Prescott. Here I was
welcomed by a number of warm-hearted friends to the old Covenanter Church.
Iu this commuuity I spent one week, and preached at the dwelling of Mr. J.
B. Davison. During my stay, I visited all the families expressicg sympathy
and love for the principles of the Reformed Presbyterian Church. The friends
here express great anxiety for the ordinances of the church ; and, in testimony
of their desire, they subscribed $26 to the Home Mission, payable quarterly in
advance. )

The land in this part of Wisconsin is worthy of recommendation. Ttis very
fertile, and well adapted to grain and grazing purposes. The surface of the
country is uneven, being a rolling prairie, bounded on all sides by vast for-
ests and oak openings. which add much to the beauty of the country, and the
convenience of its inhabitants. This part of Wisconsin, owing to the fertility
of the soil, abundance of timber, prospective rail-road advantages, common school
enterprise, and easy access to the great Ifather of Waters, has every facility de-
sired by those seeking a home in the Northwest.

I next visited friends at Elliota, Minnesota. And here let wme correct an
error which I find in my last: Elliota is forty miles west of Brownsville, on
the Mississippi river. Here I found the friends all anxiously awaitipg my re-
turn. With them I spent two Sabbaths. After presenting the claims of the
church upon them, they willingly responded by subseribing $61.50 to the Home
Mission. The people here wish to be kindly remembered by the church ; and
they respeetfully ask the Board of Home Missions tosend them as much preach-
ing 28 it can conveniently afford. Persons wishing further intormation concern-
ing the country about Klliota, and baving a desire to settle in the West, will
find a true friend in Mr. Thomas Elliot, who is extenzively a-quainted with the
country, and will take great pleasure in obliging his brethren 1n the church.

T have preached a frw Sabbaths at Janesville, and also at Magnolia Station,
fifteen miles west of Janesville. At these places, there is ne lack of interest.
Many are delighted with the hopes of having the ordinance of the church
brought within their reach. T have not yet urged the claim of the Home Mis-
sion upon this people ; but will, at my earliest opportunity. I feel confident they
will respond to the call with some generosity.

When [ look over the vast field of labor before me, I feel more deeply than
ever impressed with the words of the Saviour, ¢ The harvest truly is great, but
the laborers are few.”” There ie a call for an ordained minister in this field of
labor. Children are here that ought to be baptized. Marriages and other du-
ties calling forth official action, are to be performed. I hear of fields still farther
west, that are calling upon the church for laborers. I cherish the hope that
the chureh, at her next meeting of Synod, will put forth a more vigorous effort
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to extend the principles of the Reformed Presbyterian Church to the fertile
plains of the Far West. For; if we ever expect the church to be extended through-
out these rich and beautiful regions, the organized churches of the Kast must
begin the work, and lend a liberal helping hand to the weak and newly organ-
ized stations in the West. The chureh, in this respect, is dependent upon the
liberality of the members of organized congregations. It is now high time the
work was commenced. Missionary stations must be established, that members
of the church emigrating West may find suitable and healthy locations within
the bounds of a missionary station, that will in all probability become an organ-
ized congregation.

May the Head of the Church accompany our feeble efforts with his rich
blessing. Yours in the Gogpel, S. M. STEVENSON.

NEW YORK PRESBYTERY.

TrE New York Presbytery met in the Third Reformed Presbyterian church,
New York, on the 27th of Uctober, 1863—Rev. W. Graham, Moderator, and
J. B. Williams, Clerk. Nearly all the members were present. The session
was brief, but a great deal of business was transacted.

There were four calls laid on the table, which were made on Mr. David Me-
Allister—{rom Conococheague—from Third Philadelphia—from Brooklyn—
and from Walton. The last, from Walton, was accepted, and the arrangements
were made for the ordination on the third Wednesday of December. In ac-
cordance with this decision, a commission was appointed, consisting of Revs. J.
R. Thompson, J. R. Sloane, J. C. Milligan, J. T. Pollock, with Klders Geor
Spence, Thomas Arbuckle and D. M’Donald. J. R. Thompson was appointéd
to preach the ordination sermon, and preside ; J. R. Sloane, to address the pas-
tor, and J. C. Milligan, the people.

Thereswas assigned Mr. M’Allister a sermon, Heb. 3 : 1; and a lecture, 2 Pet.
1:5-9. '

Mr. Nightingale, theological student, delivered a lecture, which was sustain-
ed unanimously ; and John 14 : 26 was assigned as the subject of a sermon for
next meeting. ;

A special committee, appointed at the last meeting of Presbytery, to prepare
a report on the Home Mission scheme, submitted the following, which was unan-
imously adopted : .

The Committee to whom was referred the Financial Scheme for sustaining
and advancing the cause of Christ in the bounds of Preshytery, respectfully
report—

That in our judgment the subject is one of surpassing interest, intimately
connected with the usefulness of the ministry, the prosperity of our congrega-
tions, and the sanctification of the Lord’s people. And we recommend,

1. That the session of evéry congregation be required to presemt at the
spring meeting of presbytery, an annual report, containing, in addition to the
usual statistics, the pastor’s salary and the sums contributed to the various
schemes of the preshytery and of synod. . " )

2. That presbytery endeavor to secure to pastors a minimum salary of five
hundred dollars per annum for country congregations, and one thousand dol-
lars for those in the city, and ten dollars a week for itinerant preachers.

3. That to entitle congregations and mssion stations to receive aid from
the presbyterial fund, they be required to contribute for ministerial support, a
sum equal to ten dollars per annum for each communicant, or give a satisfac-

tory reason for failure.
2

- /
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4. That with the semi-annual petition for supplies, said stations and vacan-
cies send up the amount subscribed to meet the expense, and pay over said
sum by their treasurer to the preachers visiting them through the season ; and
that in all our congregations and stations semi-annual collections be taken up
and forwarded to the treasurer at least two weeks before the meeting of pres-
bytery. Pastors for their congregations, and elders for vacancies, to answer
to presbytery for any neglect of this rule.

5. That no remuneration be made from this fund except for labor performed,
according to the direction of presbytery; that at each stated meeting itiner-
unt preachers be paid in full ; that the surplus remaining in the fund be then
divided among those pastors who receive less than the minimum salary, and
whose congregations have contributed according to the rule, and that the dis-
tribution among said pastors be in the ratio of the whole deficicncy of salaries
to the sum in the treasury.

6. Respecting mission labor, That so far as funds and laborers will permit,
constant preaching be supplied to the most promising places; that when a
congregation in the country has forty members contributing four hundred dol-
lars per annum for the support of the gospel, or a smaller number contributing
a like sum, or a city congregation contributiog eight hundred dollars, the mo-
deration of a call may be granted. A country congregation having fifty mem-
bers, or a city one having one hundred, shall be considered self-sustaining,
and required, without aid from the fund, to furnish the minimum salary, unless
peculiar circumstances prevent.

7. That in order to obtain accuraté information, and secure intelligent,
united and efficient action in this important case, a presbyterial visitation of
every congregation under our care is desirable and necessary, and we further
recommend that presbytery perform this important service as soon as possible,
and with special reference to this subject.

All which is respectfully subwited. ANDREW STEVENSON,
. Chairman.

It was resolved, that the Rev. A. Stevenson, J. C. Milligan, and Mr. Bell, of
Brooklyn, be 2ppointed a committee to draw up a series of Questions for Pres-
byterial Visitation, in view of the last item of the report, and have them pub-
lished with the minutes. An interim Committee of Supplies was appointed to
prepare and publish a schedule of supplies of preaching. A petition from
Brooklyn congregation, asking for the moderation of a call, was granted. Sup-
plies of preaching were granted Galway, Wyalusing and Dunduff, besides
former vacancies. It was resolved, that the two reports handed in by the Treas-
urer be published in the magazine of the church, as follows:

TREASURER’S REPORT.

The Treasurer of Home Missions of the New York Presbytery would re-
spectfully present the following report :
1862. 1862. :
Oct. 30. Tocash, J. C. Smith...$ 4 50 - Balance in treasury, per
w oo “ Pollock John- last report.......... ......5102 86
8t0N..eseeee 7 00 | Dee. 13 By cash, Topsham cong. 7 00
oo « 1 C Baylis. B500| « 19 « White Lake* 6 00
“woo " R.D. Sproull 6 00 | * 30 “ Bovina e 15 00
Nov. 10 L Wm. Graham.. 75 00 | 1863.
w 18 “ R. Z. Willsomn.. 23
1863.
Jan. 27 L J.C.E.Faris., 7
Apl. 29 s Robert Shields 7
To balance.......scerrren. 176

$310 22 . $310 22
May 19 Balance in treas. $176 72

1o =1

00 | Jan, 30 & Ist Newburgh.. 12 36
April 6 i 1st New York... 41 75
00 | « 27 6 2d New York.... 105 04
00 | May 14 o Ryegate & DBar-

72 nebevrariesrnnnn,. 20 23
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1863. 1863

May 18 To cash, Mr. Baylis,.....$ & 00 | May 20 Balance in treasury....... $176 72
¢ 21 ¢ Wm.Graham.... 76 00 | ¢ 22 By cash, Bovina cong.... 13 25
Sept. 3 “ J.R. W.Sloane, Sept. 3 [ Walton « .. 6 50
ac’t. traveling expens- L ¢ Mr. Thompson... & 00

es to Washington, per “ 10 Ll William. Brown,
order of Presbytery.... 20 00 treas. Dom, Miss......... 756 00
May To eash, J. C. K. Faris... 21 @0 “ 14 DBy cash, 1st Newburgh.. 18 33

oL Mr. Thompson.. 15 50 ] ¢ 21 s William Brown,
To balance........ 818 85 treas. Dom. Miss........... 156 98
- Oct. 12 By cash, 1st New York... 41 60
16 ok White Lake...... 4 00
w20 . 3d New York..... 70 00
9 a7 v . 616
LU i 9 00

WL L Ryegate & Bar-

net Female Missionar,
Society...cconeriercrennnnnns 9 31
$4560 85 $450 85

QOct. 28 Balance intreas., $318 35

Respectfully submitted, J. Wicains, Treasurer.

An order was drawn on the Treasurer of the Presbytery for the eespective
sums due for ministerial supplies.
The Presbytery adjourned to meet in the First Church, New York, Monday
previous to next meeting of Synod, 1863, at 10 o’clock A. M,
J. B. Wirtrams, Clerk of Presbytery.

REPORT ON PRESBYTERIAL VISITATION, REFERRED TO ABOVE.

The Committee appointed on Presbyterial Visitation respectfully report—
That when presbytery cannot attend to visitation, the service should be per-
formed by a commission, consisting of at least two ministers and an elder. That
intimation of said visitation be made in the congregation two weeks previously.
That, on the day appointed, a sermon shall be preached by one of the visiting
ministers ; and, after the sermon, the commission shall, in the presence of the
congregation, propose the following queries :

: I. To the Paster.

1. Do you perform pastoral visitation, accompanied by an elder, in every fam-
ily of your charge, and do you, in diets of catechizing, examine both parents
and children, on both doctrine and practice, at least every alternate year?

2. Do you likewise visit the sick members of the congregation, and, when
opportunity offers, pray with them ?

3. Do you expound a portion of psalmody, and, by way of lecture, expound
a portion of God’s word, in order, every Sabbath forenoon, and preach a ser-
mon in the afternoon ?

4. Do your people attend regularly public worship, and are they careful to be
there in season ?

5. How often is the Lord’s Supper dispensed in the congregation ?

6. Do you keep up the devotional services of fast day, Saturday and Mon-
day, in connection with the dispensation of the sacrament, and do your people,
elders and members, attend on these services, abstaining from secular employ-
ments on the fast day? : y

7. Do your people carefully observe days of solemn fasting and thanksgiving,
when appointed by the judicatories of the church ? .

'8. Do your elders'attend punctually the meetings of the session?

9. Does your session always appoint an elder to attend the meetings of pres-

bytery and synod ?
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10. Do the elders yield you a hearty support in the performance of pastoral
duties ?

11. What is the spiritual'condition of the congregation—prosperous or de-
clining ?

II. To the Elders.

1. Does your pastor preach sound doctrine, as far as you understand him?

2. Is he faithful in the performance of ministerial duty?

3. Do you visit the families in your district, giving special attention to the
sick ?

4. Do you, as you have opportunity, in your intercourse with the members,
speak with them on religious subjects, as well as pray with the sick ?

5. What course is taken with baptized members, who, on reaching maturity,
neglect or refuse to make a profession of religion ?

6. In the admission of members, do you endeavor to have satisfactory evi-
dence that they have read, or heard rcad, and that they believe, the subordi-
nate standards of the church?

7. Do you admit any to membership without a certificate from the congre-
gation in which he has resided ?

8. Do you require, in all ordinary circumstances, every communicant to
attend a fellowship meeting ?

9. How many such meetings have you in the congregation, and what is the
averagé attendance ?

10.” What is your pastor's salary?

11. How much is that to each member ?

12. Do you think the salary paid a competent support for your pastor?

13. How much was contributed, during the last fiscal year, by this congre-
gation, to the various schemes of the church ?

14. How much is that to each member ?

15. Does every member, so far as you can judge, contribute according to his
ability, both to support this congregation acd the missions of the church ?

10. Have you deacons in the congregation?

17. ?SD far as you know, are they faithful in the discharge of their official
duties?

18. Do the members of the ehurch give you a hearty support in the per-
formance of ofticial duties?

19. Are heads of families punctual with their ehildren, to meet you and the
pastor in family visitations ? '

20. So far as you can judge,lis family worship maintained in every family ie
the congregation ?

21. Do both parents and children attend the diets of catechizing in their
respective societies or distriets ?

22. Is the congregation growing or declining in public spirit and liberality

All of whieh is respectfully submitted.
ANDREW STEVENsON, Chairman.

PITTRSBURGH PRESBYTERY.

Tris court met in Allegheny City, October G, 1863, at 7, P. M. Four-
teen ministers and eleven elders were present, and a good amount of business
was transacted. Mr. John H. Boggs, student of theology, delivered an exer-
cise and additions, and Mr. James Buck, a discourse, as trial for licensure;
and Thomas A. Sproull and James R. Newell were taken under the care of
Presbytery as theological students.
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Delinquent sessions were ordered to have their records forwarded, for exam-
ination at the spring meeting. A call from Little Beaver, upon N. M. Johos-
ton, licentiate, being upon the table, a committee was appointed to eonfer with
that people, and, upon their recognition ot Rochester as past of the congre-
gation, and the giving of the proper bonds, to present or transmit the call to
the candidate, and make all necessary arrangements for ordination—Sproull,
Sterrett, and D. Gregg, that committee. The question : Should sessions grant,
withous sessional dealings, the privileges of the church to such of their people
as may have taken the ‘‘Army Oath " —after full discussion, was answered in
the negative.

Prof. Sproull was authorized to employ such help as he may be able to ob-
tain, to fill his pulpit during the coming winter, as contemplated by the action
of Synod. Oil City was taken under care of Presbytery as a missionary sta-
tion. Appointments are left with the committee of supplies—T. Sproull, Hun-
ter, and D. Gregg.

In view of the present condition of our national affairs, Presbytery recom-
mends the several congregatiens to allow and encourage their pastors to preach
upon our distinctive principles, at least one or two days during the winter, at
such outside points as may be accessible and important for that purpose.

Adjourned to meet in Allegheny City, second Tuesday of April, 1864, at
7 P. M. T. M. ErLper, Clerk.

TREASURER'S REPORT.
WirLiam Wirts, Treasurer, in account with Pittsburgh Presbytery.
1863. Dr.

April 16 For balance on hand at 188t TePOTt,..eeeeeceieecieees sireeraercerenseas e ® 79 06
May 2 ¢ interest on 5-20 U. 8. Bond, received from Hanna, Hart & Co.... b5 &5
June 25 ¢ cash received by Rev. T. Sproull from Young Ladies’ Missionary
Society of Pittsburgh and Allegheny congregation............... 50 00
Sept. 12 ¢ cash received by “same” from W. Drown, Esq., Synod’s treas... 75 00-
19 ¢ cash received from W. Brown, Esqu..ccccss wevees ivnrrens snsnvannneneee 13 98
Qo T 20 Bwaif.aauisimisneisisrsiss v ‘
. & i Rev. T M. Bler. c.roesiisisiias
¢ &« Slippery Rock and Portersville. oo iereeens s s
18h3. Cr.
April 20 By cash paid Rev. T. Sproull for Rev. J. A. Thompson......ccccenreeee§ 29 00
¢ ¢« By cash paid Rev. A. J. M'Farland....cccoiiiieiiiniiinnnanens cerrrneene 00 00
May 12 By cash paid Rev. T. M. Elder.....ccoervreecennnnnnrinanns .
June 256 By cash paid T. Sproull for Rev. J. J. M'Clurkin.....ccccoiiennrnannanen.
Balance in 4reasury...cccoiiiiiisiinieiarstaaasimas s s sra e s s saanae s

0OH10 PEESBYTERY.

Omro Presbytery met in Brownsville church, October 14th, 1863. It was
constituted by prayer, by the clerk, Mr. A. M'Farland, in the absence o_f the
moderator. The members present were : A. M'Farland, H. P. M’Clurkin, J.
C. Boyd and J. A. Thompson, ministers; 1lders R. Thompson, Jonathan’s Creek,
John Wylie, Muskingum, and A. Adaws, Brownsville. There was a call from
Muskingum congregation on W. P. Johnston, who, being present, and desir-
ing time, was allowed to the 1st of November; and a committee Was appoint-
ed to present the call, &c. Presbytery spent some time, before adjourning, in
discussing the duty and prospects of the church, &e. A fruerevival of religion
is to be the subject of discussion at our next meeting, which is to be held in
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Muskingum church, on the first Wednesday of April, 1864, at 10 o’clock, A.
M. The opening sermon is to be preached by J. C. Boyd, of Utica, Ohio. It
is the desire of Presbytery that all the congregations under its care ma.n'nfest
their zeal in the domestic mission work by their contributions, hande_d in at
the next meeting of Presbytery; for loud and carnest is the Macedonian ory
in our boundaries, for help. Dear brethren, hear the voice of your Master
herein, and arise in your might to send the blessed truths of his gospel to the
perishing—having respect unto the recompense of reward, an hundred fold in
this present time, and in the world #o coms, everlasting life.

J. A. TrompsoN, Clerk.

OUR NORTOWESTERN J!I]SSI!IN—GI]R[}ULER.

‘WE publish in this number 2 second letter from our energetic and efficient
missionary in the Northwest, Mr S. M. Stevenson. No one ean now question
the wisdom of the movement by Synod, at its Jast meeting, in the steps taken to
explore that large district. Now that the work is begun, let it be prosecuted
with earnestness. We regret that but one of the two appointed has entered
the field, and we hope that Synod, at its next meeting, will send two or three
more to aid Mr. Stevenson.

It ought to be remembered, that the present mission is sustained by the
contribution of one man, D, Gregg, member of Pittsburgh and Allegheny con-
gregation. We mention this merely to stimulate others to put their hands to
this work. et those to whom God bas given means devote a portion to ena-
ble Synod thoroughly te eultivate this good field. 'We hope to see at our next
raeeting a large stream of the church’s liberality running in this channel.

From the subjoined ecircular it appears that the Western Board is in debt
for the money to furnish Mr. Stevenson with an outfit. This ought not to be.
Let the call of the Committee be responded to, and the money be r;iseél at
once. . S.

Those who are interested in the prosperity of a Covenanted ecause, have been
pleased to learn, by the letters of our missionary, that we have a mission in
operation, with very encouraging prospeets, in Wisconsin and Minnesota. Sy-

,nod, at its last meeting, appointed a missionary, and assigned the care of the
mission to the Western Board of Missions. Upen the organization of this
Board, immediate attention was given to this mission. It was found that
whilst provision had been made for the salary of the missionary, none was made
for his expenses, except to determine the maximum. The missionary, who
had accepted, could not enter upon his work without an advance for expenses.
1n this emergency the Board borrowed the necessary sum, hoping to be reim-
bursed out of the Domestic Mission Fund of Synod; but before application
could be made, the available resources of the Fund had been distributed.
Under these circumstances, we feel privileged to ask the members of the
church to send us out of their liberality means to carry on this mission, and
suggest that sessions may request a congregational eollection for this purpose,
and that prospered and thankful Christians may forward their gifts in their
own names. “ The liberal soul deviseth liberal things, and by liberal things
shall he stand.”

Persons remitting money will enclose or send to J. M’Cracken, Box 2836,
St. Louis, Mo.

By order of the Western Board of Missions.
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THE BLUE IN THE FLAG.

Tas accompaning extract appeared in a monthly journal some time ago. No doubt
it will interest many of your readers to know that the blue in the field of our country’s
flag was taken from the edges of the banner of the Covenanters of Scotland. J.

“Alfred B. Street, Hsq., of Albany, recently read a sketch of the battle of
Saratoga before the New York Historical Society. We quote a part of the
conclusion, introduced by the Rev. Dr. Smith, in his Fourth of July discourse:
*The stars of the new flag represented the new constellation of States rising in
the West. The idea was taken from the constellation Lyra, which in the
hand of Orpheus signifies harmony. The blue in the field was taken from the
edges of the Covenanter’s banner in Scotland, significant of the league cove-
nant of the United Colonies against oppression, incidently involving the virtues
of vigilance, perseverance and justice. The stars were disposed of in a circle,
symbolizing the perpetuity of the Union; the ring, like the circling serpent of
the Egyptians, signifying eternity. The thirteen stripes showed, with the
stars, the number of the United Colonies, and denoted the subordination of the
States to the Union, as well as equality among themselves. The whole was
the blending of the various flags previous to the Union Flag, viz., the red flags
of the army and the white ones of the floating batteries. The red eolor, which
in Roman days was the signal of defiance, denotes daring; and the white,
purity. What eloquence do the stars breathe when their full significance is
known ! A new Constellation ! Union! Pepetuity! A covenant against oppres--
sion ! Justice, equality, subordination, courage, and purity.””

AFFAIRS ABROAD.

CHINA.—There are rumors that the cholera has, during the sum-
wmer, almost devastated Shanghai and neighborhood, and that the
foreign population have mostly left the city If true, the effect of
this visitation would, in the mean time, be injurious to the various
missions there.

Prrsia.—We were aware that the Mohammedans have experi-
enced some forebodings of the coming destruction of their reli-
gion, but have seen nothing so definite as the following.. Dr.
Perkins is the author:

¢ As has long been the case, the Mohammedans around us are looking for
changes, affecting their religious system, as near at hand. One of the highest
nobles of this part of the country, while visiting me the other day, on alluding
to the changes and commotions abroad in the world, very tho’uglgt.ful]y said,
‘Do you know what these things mean? I do; Jesus Christ is about to
come.” The common theory of the Mohammedans is, that t.he1r_own system
is soon to fall and be superseded by Christianity ; but that, ultimately, Mo-
hammedanism will revive and triumph. This belief may do much to prepare
the way for the early prevalence of the gospel among them.”

ITALY.—Mr. Moorhead, the missionary of the United P. Church

now laboring in the Island of Elba, says in a late letter, which we
find in the columns of the Christian Instructor :
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“T have never yet talked with one who spoke well of the priests. On ﬂ]c
contrary, it is cvident that almost the universal laity of the Catholic Church in
Ttaly denounce the priests in those intensely bitter and appalling words in
which the language so greatly abounds. The general feeling of hatred to the
priests (I can call it nothing elsc) is expressed in terms like these: * We know
them, these priests; they have desolated Italy; they have corrupted our breth-
ren; they have ruined our young men and women; they care only for our
quattrini (our little money); O, the birbanti! the Lirbomti ! (a word that
seems to gather into itself all that is fearful and wicked.) But for all this
intense hatred toward the priests, they are exceedingly fearful of the Pro-
testants.”’ ‘

Notwithstanding, however, this hatred of the priests, the poor
people are very reluctant to have anything to do with the mission-
ary. A few attend his meetings, men and women. Two or three
men have openly professed the evangelical faith. This island has
but lately received any attention from the friends of the gospel.

FraNcE.—A correspondent of the Christian World remnarks:

“Qne of the most striking results of the elections has been the rejection by
the country of all the deputies known for their attachment to Popery. No-
where have they been able to succeed in being elected. Their party bas met
with a complete check. Decidedly, France will have nothing to do with them.
You may rest assured that this fact will have great weight in the decisions of
the government on the Roman cuestion. 'We notice, more and more, the sin-
gularly favorable disposition of these people to listen to anything Protesant.
The word is a passport to any book, tract, or conversation, and secures a good
reception. All who have tried, bear witness to the invariable readiness to re-
ceive and read tracts.”

“ Our Evangelical Socicty of France continues its operations under God’s
blessing. All our stations are more or less prosperous. At Paris the work is
very encouraging, and all we want is more laborers and means of extending.
Our schools at Faubourg St. Antonio, where 280 children (nearly all Roman
Catholics) are crowded, ought to be enlarged. A new work, which we have
beguun in the populous quarter of Batiquales, is so prosperous that we must
leave the place where we meet for a larger one. In the heart of Paris, where
we opened a new chapel a year ago, we have already a dear little church of
thirty-three members, most of whom are converts from Popery. In the Fau-
bourg des Temple, the number of conversions is multiplying, and four young
men of that church last year entered the work of colportage and evangeliza-
tion.”

AFFAIRS AT NONME,.

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES.—It was
with no ordinary gratification that we perused the account of the
action taken by the Synod of the Presbyterian Church (O. 8.), Cal-
ifornia, contained in the following paragraph from the pen of a cor-
respondent of the Christian Instructor :

Resolved, By this Synod, that the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church, at its next annual meeting, be requested to take this subject under
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their consideration, and in connection and concert with other Christian bodies
in our land, adopt such measures ‘as shall seem in their wisdom expedient to
secure in the Constitution of the Government of the United States—

1st. The recognition of the authority of God as the foundation of all hu-
man governments.

2d. That tho prineciples of right and justice, revealed in the Word of God,
are the rule by which government shall be exercised ; and

3d. God’s providential care as the law by which national life, progress and
prosperity shall be secured and promoted for all time.

ReconstrucrioN.—The President of the United States hasissued
a proclamation on the subject of restoring the revolted States of
the Union to their former political status, which appears to have
commended itself to the statesmen of the Republican party, almost,
if not quite, without exception. As a political measure, we pass
no judgment upon it, unless in one point, We fear the list of ex-
ceptions from the opportunities it holds out to return, is not large
enough. Would it not have begn well to except all officers of the
rebel army and navy, and conddttors of the press? Iu its general
strain we rejoice. The President will not, so far as he is concerned,
receive those States, unless they come in as Free States. He fully
adheres to his emancipation proclamation. Ifthey come in free, the
clause in the constitution which prohibits ¢ any person to be depriv-
ed of liberty without due process of law,” will, infallibly, be inter-
preted so as to prohibit the re-introduction of slavery in any of those
States. And, as all the Border States, except Kentueky, either
have moved or are moving toward emancipation, we think we can
see the end of the entire slaveholding “institution’” in this coun-
éry. Kentucky could not hold slaves when surrounded by free

States.

Tre Caristian CommisstoN.—Goods for the use of this Commis-
sion should be sent to the care of George H. Stuart, Esq., Christian
Commission Rooms, No. 11 Bank street, Philadelphia. They are
now much needed. Supplies are sent to our starving and exposed
soldiers in the Richmond prisons.

The following articles are called for. Money, by all means, if
possible :

CLOTHING.

Handkerchiefs, Surgiral Shirts and Draw- Sheets, Pillow Cases,
Wash Rags, Old Linen, ers (with tape strings to Bed Ticks (single),
Cotton Shirts and Drawers, tie instead of seams at Pillows, Pads,
Canton Flannel Shirts and side), Ring Pads,
Drawers, . Dressiog Gowns, Faus, Netting, .
Large Cotton Drawers (to Slippers (of cloth or carpet, Housewives (stored with
Wear as pants), with stiff soles), needles, threads, &c.)
' FOOD.
QOat Meal, Farina, Soda Biscuii, Onions in barrels,
Corn and Starch, Good Butter in small jars, Apples,
Jellies, Jams, Pickles.

Conaress.—The enemies of slavery have a decided majority in
the House, this session’; andalready we hear of the submission of
vesolutions having for their object the repeal of the Fugitive Slave
Law ; the prohibition of slaveholding in any of the States or Ter-
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ritories, and to punish slaveholders; and for an amendment to the
constitution, to the same effect. (Great, indeed, has the progress
of the nation been in this respect, the last three years.

Tur War.—The campaign just terminated has heen highly fa-
vorable to the arms of the Union. Another equal to it will drive
the Confederates to, and into, the Gulf or Atlantic ocean. The
North is fixed in its determination not to relax its cfforts until this
is accomplished. May God give them success.

ORDINATION OF D, H'ALLISTER.

ON the 16th of December, 1863, Mr. David M’Allister was ordained and
installed pastor of the Walton congregation. The ordination was attended
to by a commission of the New York Presbytery, consisting of Revs. J. R.
Thompson, J. R. W. Sloane, J. €. K. Milligan and J. T. Pollock, with
Elders George Spence, David M'Donald and Thomas Arbuckle. The can-
didate delivered a lecture on 2 Pet. 1:5-9, and a sermon from Heb. 3:1,
and was closely examined in Hebrew, Greek, Church History, Church Gov-
ernment and Systematic and Pastoral Theology ; in all of which he exhibited
singular ability and ripeness for the ministerial work,

Mr. Thompson preached the ordination sermon from Luke 2:49, “ T must
be about my Father’s business.”” He also presided in the ordination services.
Mr. Sloane gave the charge to the pastor. Mr. Milligan addressed the con-
gregation.

The day was fine. The audience was large and manifested a deep interest
in all the exercises. This was specially exhibited in the most cordial greeting
given to the pastor, in which the adheren{s and spectaters vied with the mem-
bers in the warmth of their welcome. Altogether the oceasion was one of pe-
culiar promise and encouragement. Only three years and a half ago, this new
congregation received its first preaching as a mission station; now its organi-
zation is auspiciously completed, and the young pastor enters upon his minis-
try among them with unusually favorable prospects of usefulness and aceept-
ance. CLERK.

INCIDENTS OF THE WAB—GLEANINGS,

Passing through the hospital one day, a young man was pointed out to me,
who, the nurse said, was near his end. I approached, and kneeling by the
side of his cot, took his hand in mine. As he opened his eyes and looked up
into mine, a smile of recognition passed over his features. I know you, I
know you,” said he. ‘Do you remember Eckington Hospital? Not long
since, you and a good lady were there. Under a grove of trees in front of
the building, you preached to us about the great Physician. Then the lady
sung to us some sweet songs of Zion, and reading malter, furnished by the
Christian Commission, was distributed among the men. Well, chaplain, I
was then a convalescent soldier, and a poor, wicked young man. When I was
a little boy, my mother used to kneel with me at the bedside, and teach me
the little prayer, ‘Now I lay me down to sleep,’ and, till I left home, I was
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instructed how to live, but for all that I never became a Christian. Well, as
I listened to the singing and preaching of those sweet songs, I began to feel
that at last T ought to give my heart.to God. I saw how good he had been
to me all my life, and I felt that 1 bad done nothing but sin against him,
while my heart was at enmity with him. I resolved to go to Jesus, and
through him seek salvation. That night'I began to pray, and though for a
time it seemed very dark, yet it was not long before I felt that Jesus was
my Saviour. That he would save me now. No sooner did I commit my soul to
God with all its interests, through Jesus, than I felt, yea, I knew I was ac-
cepted and saved. O how I loved Jesus in a moment. How I love him
now,” he said, as floods of tears flowed from his eyes, ““and how I long to
be with him. I did not expect to die so soon—but a few days have elapsed—
thank God I HAVE IMPROVED THE TIME.”

I spoke of his mother. ¢ Mother will be happy,” said he. ‘I had just
as lief die as not; I shall see her in heaven. Father has already gone.” He
was so affected that I feared his tears and emotions would hasten his death;
8o I said to him, ‘“Be as calm as you can, dear brother.” He only whis-
pered back, “ Jesus wept.”” I left him with the light of heaven beaming
through his pale features, with his soul all radiant with glory, dwelling in
faint whispers with indescribable tenderness upon the word JEsus.

In a hospital at Nashville, writes one of the Christian Commission’s dele-
gates, I found an interesting young man from Ohio. I wrote a letter for-him
to his friends. 'When about to close it, T asked him if he thought of anything
else he wished me to write. He hesitated a few moments, and then said, ** No.”
I thought to ask him, seeing his undecided maunner, whether he was a Chris-
tian. I had guessed his heart. In a moment the eye was suffused, and the
tears began to flow as he answered me, “ No, I am not, but I wish I was. I
promised my parents, when I left home, that T would give my heart to God,
but here I am yet a sipner. Oh,” said he, “ What shall I do ?” ¢ Why,”
said I, *‘ do what you promised to do, what you ought to do, what God de-
mands of you, and do it now.” *But will God forgive me?” * He will, if
you ask him to.” 1 had not more than uttered the sentence before the young
man cried out in prayer so loud that several of the wounded men in the
room heard him, and looked at him with wondering interest. He continued
to pray the Lord to have merey on him. When he ceased, I asked him
if he believed that God would hear him. ¢ Yes,” said he, “I do. I know
that God is good. He has been good to me. I mean to serve him as long as
I live” T conversed a little while with him, and then asked if I should
add anything before I closed the letter. ¢ Oh, yes, tell them now that T am
going to serve the Lord as long as I live.”

I watched this young Ohioan daily, and frequently conversed with him in
regard to salvation. I believe he was truly converted. He gave evidence of
u change of heart. He freely said that he believed God had owned him as
his child. How the hearts of his parents must have rejoiced at the good
news! How many parents are waiting to hear the same news from be-.
loved sons in the army! Who will not, by the help of God, thus fill t]ine
home circle with joy and gladness, and rejoice the hearts of the angels in
heaven ?

It was just after the battle of Williamsburg, where hundreds of our brave
fellows had fallen, never to bear arms again in their country’s cause, and
where hundreds more were wounded, that a soldier came to the tent of a del-
egate of the Christian Commission and said,  Chaplain, one of our boys is

\
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badly wounded and wants to see you right away.” Hurriedly following the
soldier, says the delegate, I was taken to the hospital and led to a bed, upon
which lay a noble young soldier. He was pale and blood-stained from 8 terri-
ble wound above the temple. I saw ata glince that he had but a few hours
to live upon earth. Taking his hand, [ said to him, “ Well, my brother,
what can I do for you?" The poor dying soldier looked up in my face, and
placing his finger where his hair was stained with his blood, he said, Chagp-
lain, cut a biy lock from here for mother! for mother, mind, chaplain!” I
hesitated to do it. He said, “Dor’t be afraid, chaplain, to disfigure my hair.
It’s for mother, and nobody will come to see me in the dead house to morrow.”’
I did as he requested me. * Now,,chapluin,” said the dying man, “I want
you to kneel down by me and return thanks to God.” “Tor what?” T asked.
“ For giving me such a mother. Oh! chaplain, she is a good mother; her
teachings comfort and console me now. And, chaplain, thank God that by
his grace I am a Christian. Oh! what would I do now if I wasn't a Chris-
tian? I know that my Redeemer Jiveth. I feel that his finished work has
saved me. Aud, chaplain, thank God for giving me dying grace. IHe has
made my dying bed ¢feel soft as downy pillows are” Thank him for the
promised home in glory. I’ll soon be there—there where there is no war, nor
sorrow, nor desolation, nor death—where I'll see Jesus, and be forever with
the Lord.” T knelt by the dying man and thanked God for the blessipgs he
had bestowed upon him—the blessings of a good mother, a Christian hope,
and dying grace, to bear testimony to God’s faithfulness. Shortly after the
prayer he said, * Good-bye, chaplain ; if you ever see mother, tell her 4t wasx
all well.”

OBITUARIES.

Mrs. Er1zaBETHE STEWART died August 20th, 1863, in the 61st year of
her age. She was formerly a member of the Associate Church, but with her
husband, William Stewart, acceded to our communion, from a conviction that
our Testimony was a fuller and more practical exemplification of the whole
truth, and hence she never had “itching ears.” She sat for many years with
areat comfort, and as she believed with profit, under the ministry of that pious
and earncst servant of Christ, the late Rev. James Blackwood. About ten
years ago her husband and she emigrated to the West, and shortly afterward
located in the bounds of Rehoboth congregation, Iowa. She was of a quiet,
wentle and benevolent disposition, and was patient under the privations and
trials of a pioveer life. She loved the church and her ordinances, and her
attendance on these was such ag to put to shame the negligence of nthers much
younger and more favorably situated. Her last days here were full of suffer-
ing—she died of small pox, yet these she was enabled to endure with much
patience. Her cnd was peaceful and triumphant. For her we mourn not as
those who have no hope. *

. Diep, at Knockbracken, November 1, 1863, Rev. WrLriaM M’CARROLL,

of Belfast, Ireland. Amnother good man, good preacher, and good minister of
Jesus Christ, has fallen. His death—his wife died three years ago—leaves
their seven young children orphans, and wholly unprovided for. The Belfast
congregation, acknowledging the obligation resting upon them, have “exerted
themselves to their utmost ability,” we quote from a cireular which they have
issued, * to provide for the support and education of these destitute orphans,”
and in this circular solicit aid from benevolent brethren. We have received
a copy, and now bring the matter before our readers. Are there not many
who will regard it as a privilege to respond to this imperious call 7 Cgntribu-
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tions, and subscriptions to be pafd bercafter, may be seat to Mr. John Cald-
well, 11 Bank street, Philadelphia, who will transmit so soon as the state of
foreign exchange renders it advisable.

Diep, Nov. 28th, 1863, Mr. Josera Hanwna, of Warsaw township, Jef-
ferson county, Pa., in the fifty-seventh year ot his age. The subject of thiy
notice united with the Reformed Presbyterian Church sometime in the yecar
1838, since which he has been a consistent- member, manifested his love to
the principles of the church, was noted for his punctuality in attendance upon
the ordinances, was never known to be absent from a fellowship meeting until
his health failed, a few years before Lis death, although the society was very
scattered. His illness was protracted, his sufferings were intense, his disease
nervous. He was somewhat irritable in his disposition, but endeavored to
bear his sufferings with becoming fortitude. He often expressed confidence
in his Redeemer, gave evidence of a true saving faith. Having lived the
life of the righteous, his last end was like his. He leaves a widow and six
daughters to mourn his loss.

BOOK NOTICES.

Froyx Rosert CarTER & Bros., No. 330 Broadway, New York.
For sale by W. 8. & Alfred Martien, No. 606 Chestnut street, Phil
adelphia :

‘Pre Max oF Gob; or, Spiritual Religion Explained and Enforced. By Octavius Wins-
low, D. D. 1¥64. 18mo. pp. 283.

The aim of this little book is to portray the essential and prom-
inent characteristics of true religion, as distinguished from a mere
outward profession of it. Few authors are better qualificd for such
an undertaking than Dr. Winslow. It is a good book, and will
profik all who read it.

ABLE TO SAVE ; or, Encouragements to Patient Waiting. By the author of ¢ The Path-

way of Promise.” 1864. pp. 230.

The reflections of a thoughtful and devout mind, while under
the chastening hand of God, are recorded here, for the instruction
and benefit of others in like circumstances. It abounds with val-
uable suggestions to the afflicted, expressed in a way that cannot
fail to eugage the attention of spiritually minded persons. The ty-
pographical aspect is all that can be desired.

CLaUDE, the Colporteur. By the author of ¢Mary Powell.” 1864. 16mo. pp. 316.

The story of a Swiss colporteur, detailing his efforts to circulate
_the Bible, and to secure its introduction into houses from which a
a bigoted, Popish superstition had excluded it. It is full of stirring
incidents ; and the reading of it is suited to stimulate Christian zeal.
Mavp Summers, the Sightless. 1864, 18mo. pp. 235. . .
Tue SaLk or Cromaie; or, The Diamond Brooch, and other stories. 1864. 18mo. pp.

*178.

Tae Burigp Bisir, and other stories. pp. 171.

The above belong to the series of the “Fireside Library.” Ju-
venile readers will find them interesting.
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Tre Orp Hermer. By the author of «“Wide, Wide World.” In two vols, 1864. 12mo.
pp- 328, 368.

. Not having found time to examine these volumes, we are nnable
to pronounce upon their merits. Emanating, however, as they do,

from so popular aun author, they are sure to find many readers. A

cursory inspection satisfies us that the moral tone is good.

Georee Mortox awp His Sister. By Catharine M. Trowbridge, author of ‘‘Charles

Norwood,” &e. Philadelphia: William 8. & Alfred Martien, No. 606 Chestnul street.
1864. 12mo. pp. 258,

The hero of this story is one of a neglected and reckless class of
boys, well known to all who are familiar with city life. He is ulti-
mately reclaimed, and becomes an evangelist, laboring as a devoted
missionary. There is more of fact than fiction in the story. Itis
a picture of real life, exemplified in thousands of cases in the great
city where the scene of the tale is laid. Few authors know better
than Mrs. Trowbridge how to elaborate and weave incident into
the form of an attractive and useful book for the young.

The same publishers have issued two series of album and reward
cards, entitled Favorites and Birds. KEach series contains twelve
cards. Good judgment in the selection of subjects is evinced, and
the taste and artistic skill shown in the execution are very fine.
They are admirably suited for holiday tokens.

A Treatise oN Reeeweration, By E. C. Wines, D. D. 12mo. pp. 119. Presbyterian

Board of Publication.

This is an excellent work, by the author of the admirable ¢ In-
quiry into the Mosaic Code,” reviewed some years ago in the pages
of the Covenanter. We have looked it over with interest, and some
care, and have met with no statement in which we do not concur.
It is sound and judicious throughout. 'While not professedly con-
troversial, it meets and ably confutes the chief errors and heresies
regarding this fundamental doctrine and fact of the Christian sys-
tem. It will be found both interesting and instructive.

Tee Propigal Sox. By Rev. George 8. Mott. 12mo. pp. 148. Preshyterian Board
of Publication. .

This volume contains, in fact, a series of discourses on subjects
suggested by this parable, and is worthy of high commendation.
It is highly practical, exhibiting the downward course of the sin-
ner very graphically, by means of examples and instances, marked
by an interesting variety. Among these we find many of the forms
in which the young, especially, have been led farther and farther
away from virtue and religion. Then, following the order of the
parable, we have an equally clear presentation of the -sinner’s re-
turn to his right mind, and the restoration of the penitent to the
enjoyment of the divine favor.

A:.égg Bazvrow; or, Principle in Everything. A Country Village History. 16mo. pp.
Try: Better Do it than Trust it to be Done. 16mo. pp. 244,

Among the best of “The Series for Youth,” issued by the Pres-

byterian Board of Publieation. Both are illustrated by cuts.

We have received a pamphlet entitled, ¢ The Necessity of Per-
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sonal Religion for the Discharge of the Work of the Ministry,” an
address delivered to the students attending the United Original
Secession Hall, August 6, 1863, by the Rev. George Roger, A. M.,
Auchinleck, Scotland. We have examiued this address with great
interest. The subjectis one of the highest importance. Young men
‘engaged in the work of preparation for the office of the Christian
ministry, cannot be too deeply impressed with the fact that it is a
holy ministry. No greater calamity, nor more fearful judgment of
God, than au nconverted, worldly-minded minister. Mr. Roger has
done a good service to his youthful friends, if they will but mark
and ponder well the mighty truths embodied in this pamphlet.

Birioan REPERTORY, AND PrinceroNy Review. Edited by Charles Hodge, D. D. Pub-

lished by Peter Walker, 821 Chestnut street, Philadelphia.

We regret that we are so late in acknowledging the October
number of this excellent Quarterly. Its reputation is well sustain-
ed in the articles in this number. Of the eight articles contained
in it, we mention one of great excellence—the fifth—¢ The Chil-
dren of the Covenant, and their Part in the Lord.” The writer of
the.last article, on the “Relation of the Church and the State,”
evidently fails to comprehend hls subject. Were he to draw his
information from the Scriptures more, and from other sources less,
his work would be easier, and his success greater. As a new vol-
ume is just beginning, we say to the brethren : Send the publisher
five dollars, and he will send the Quarterly for two years, postage
paid.

Mr. M'DoyaLp's SErMoN oN “ LEGITIMATE WARFARE.”

This discourse is for sale by Mr. Henderson, price 5 cents.
The proceeds will be appropriated to the use of the Sanitary Com-
mission. .
Music or THE BiBLE; or, Explanatory Notes upon those Passages in the Sacred

Scriptures which relate to Music, including a brief view of Hebrew Poetry.
By Enoch Hutchinsou. Boston: Gould & Lincoln, 59 Washington street. New

York: Sheldon & Company. Cincinnati: George S. Blanchard. 1864. 8vo. pp.
513. For sale by Smith & English, No. 23 North Sixth street, Philadelphia.

A good deal has been written, one time and another, on the sub-
ject of this volume, very little of which is accessible to ordinary
readers. The chief merit of the present work is judicious com-
pilation. The author has collated and condensed into a single
view about all that is known on the subject. It is a noble testi-
mony, so far as it goes, to the enduring merit and claims of an in-
spired psalmody. It is & book that will be read and studied with
interest and profit.

JerrY; or, the Sailor Boy Ashore ; being the seventh—a fragment—in the series of

the * Aimwell Stories.” By Walter Aimwell. To whichis added & memoir of the
‘suthor, with a likeness. Same publishers. 1864. 16mo. pp. 224.

The American press has not furnished a more entertaining and
instructive series of juvenile books than the * Aimwell Stories.”
The author was engaged upon the one, a fragment of which ig
presented in this volume, when overtaken by death. It hasa mel-
ancholy interest from this fact, and many will wish to know what
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were “Walter Aimwell’s” last instructions and counsels to the
young. The memoir appended is gracefully written, and we hope
it may find many readers. “By it he, being dead, yet speaketh.”

ForgieN QUARTERLIES AND Brackwoon.—These magazines arc
regularly issued by L. Scott & Co. 54 Gold street, New York.
We recommend them especially to readers of a literary taste. The
infidelity of the Westminster Review has become so open as to be no
longer dangerous. In the present und prospective state of aflairs
in Europe, 1t is specially desirable to be able to see the inner work-
ings of the political machinery in Britain and on the Continent.
These periodicals, representing the various parties, Whig, Tory
and Liberal, present the desired opportunity. Now, at the begin-
ning of the year, is the time to subscribe.

Tae Book or DiscipLiNe is now ready for cireulation. It
malkes a small 16mo. volume of 132 pages, on good paper, and very
legible type. "We will send packages, in order, to cities and towns
Iying on express routes, 'and when fewer are wanted, by mail.
They are bound in substantial muslin covers, much in the style of
the books of the Presbyterian Board, except a few which ure in
limp muslin binding. We hope to receive orders rapidly, with
the money, as the bill has to be paid at an early date. And wc
add, that this book should be in the hands not only of our church
officers, but,also of members. The price is 35 cents.

Numbers of applications have recently been made for copies of
the Testimony, which the Committee of Publication has been un-
able to supply, in consequence of the last edition being entirely
sold out. A new edition has been ordered, which will be ready
for delivery early in the present month (December). Orders ad-
dressed to the subscriber will be promptly attended to, and al-
though the cost of publication has considerably increased, they will
be sold at the former price of 50 cents per copy.

On behalf of the Committee of Publication,

WiLLiam Brows,
1635 Locust Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

APPOINTNENTS,.

New Yorx PRESBYTERY—DBROOKLYN, N. M. Johaston, January and Feb-
roary ; M’ Millan, March; Willson, April and May. Aravie, M’ Millun,
April. Dunpawr, M’Allister, two days, discretionary. Wyaruging, Wit
liams, two days, discretionary.

On1o PrEsBYTERY—M’ Millan, MuskiNaUM, January and February.

W. P. Johnston bas refused the call from Muskingum congregation. The
statement, in our last number, that he had accepted it, was, through mis-
information, incorrect.
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THE MINISTRY—THEJR HABITS AND DENMEANOR.

Continned from page 8.

II. Some elements of ministerial character and life that are more
directly moral—that may be regarded as more immediately duti-
ful, and so indirectly prudential, also; and,

1. The Christian minister should regard himself as entitled to respect,
not so much because he holds an official position, as because he is a man
Julfilling the duties of his place and all his duties, with diligence and in-
legrity. There is here a wide distinction. It is no unusual thing—
has not been, in the history of the world—to find the mere pos-
session of office and rank put forward as the main title to honor
and regard; and nowhere has this been presented and insisted
upon more offensively than in the church. It began early. Ttis
precisely “the mystery of iniquity ’ that began to work in the
apostolic age. It grew rapidly. The clergy soon came to be re-
garded, and to regard themselves, as a class separated by a broad
line of demarcation from their fellow-christians; as invested with
peculiar sacredness; as nearer to God; as the especial favorites of
Heaven. As knowledge and piety declined, these notions gained
ground. New claims were put in. The clergy became mediatin
priests, whose great office it was to dispense the regenerating a-ng'
sanctifying grace of God, through the sacramental mysteries. Soon
the man was lost in the minister, and the human family might have
been classified as men, women and ministers; and, finally, the
thing culminated in the creation of that ‘“man of sin,” whom Pa-.
pists have styled “ our Lord God, the Pope.”

This notion still exists very extensively—partly as a feeling,
partly as a principle; the latter, in all prelatic churches. For ex-.
ample: in the Church of England there have been many, and still
are some, who, having gone through the regular form of investi-
ture, by the laying on of the bishop’s hands, are “ patronized ” by
the gift of a benefice, or more than one. Th_ey provide a substi-
tute, who, for a small pittance out of a large income, performs all
the duties, while this exalted dignitary lives in elegant or-learned:

3
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leisure, remote from the flock of which he has professed to take
the oversight; demanding, all the while, the high regards of all
men, as a veritable priest in the tabernacle of the Lord. _Still more.
This “idol shepherd,” who seeks the flecce, not the flock, this thief
and robber, this unmitigated traitor to all thatis sacred and hon-
est, consigns the humble, and laborious, and self-sacrificing, and,
because all this, true minister of Christ—if a dissenter—to the un-
covenanted mereies of God !

Nor is this notion entirely confined to prelatical limits. There
is more or less of it everywhere. An idea that the minister should
be looked upon, judged of, and prized, not simply as a man, de-
voted to an excellent calling, the highest on earth, and actually
engaged in it, working for his Master; but as one who has received
imposition of hands, and thus lifted above other men, or, at least,
transferred, in some mysterious way, to a different class. Hence we
find men, healthy and robust, fixed in some place of agency about
books or tracts—perhaps Bibles, in which the whole worlk is sec-
ular; or rambling about the country on some such business, who
claim to be ministers of Christ. They wear the prefix, ¢ Rev.;” now
and then, they may occupy a pulpit, in a business way; they take
their seats in the courts of the church, and are allowed in the
church and in society, the high honor of being *“ambassadors for
Christ.”” I do not now enter upon the inquiry as to what is really
the meaning, and import, and effect of ordination ; but of this I
am sure, it was never designed to obliterate the man, nor does it
add anything to him, either intellectually, or morally, or spiritu-
ally. He is himself just what he was before, and no more. He
has, however, a recognized place and prescribed functions to per-
form; and he is the same man, and has lost none of his rights, or
privileges, as a man, a citizen, or a patriot.

I allude to these things, not to discuss them docirinally or con-
troversially ; but solely with reference to the hurtful effect that
these mistaken notions may have in society, and chiefly upon the
minister himself. For with such views, he is tempted to regard
himself as a very dignified being indeed; to rest his claims to the
attention and respect of other men, not so much upon what he re-
ally is, and what he does, as teacher, preacher, pastor, philanthre-
pist, for the welfare and salvation of his fellow sinners, as upon his
being a minister, a kind of representative of Christ; a sort of sa-
cred personage. Just so soon as a man—a young man particu-
larly—begins to turn his eyes often in this direction, he is in peril.
This danger begins just when he severs himself, in any measure,
from his fellow-christians, and fellow-sinners, as one more deserv-
ing of honor and regard. ‘Hsteem them” that have the rule over
you, *highly for their work’s sake.” ¢ He that will be the greatest
among you,.let him be the servant of all.” In short, let the min-
ister of Clirist think of himself as a man ; with all the infirmities,
the duties, the rights of a man ; differing from others only as grace
has made him to differin spirit, in purpose, in love to Christ and
souls; in knowledge and experience of the grace of God in the bet-
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ter opportunities and greater leisure he enjoys for prosecuting the
work to which the gﬁ;}dness of God has assigned him, and so the
more imperatively bound to work for Him who has so furnished
and endowed him.

I do not ignore the fact that Christ has sent the minister to do
his work—nor that, as a matter of order in the church, he is au-
thorized to perform certain acts which the private Christian may
not do; and, especially, that he does, in Christ’s name, extend to
sinners overtures of life and salvation ; but I do utterly and heart-
ily repudiate all false inferences from these facts; and, above all, that
they sever the minister from those around him and in the church,
and give him any reason whatever to become “ puffed up,” or set
himself above others, as if he were a being of superior order. DBut
why dwell upon this? Is not the ministry too lightly regarded
already? Why insist upon the manhood—the Christian manhood
of the ministry? I answer, because what I have presented is the
truth ; because the false grounds on which the claims of the min-
istry have been made to rest have wrought most disastrously to the
church and to the world; because they place the ministry and the
people in a false relation to each other; because they induce opin-
lons most injurious to the interests of religion, as if it were more
the business of the ministry than of other men; because they tend
to weaken inthe mindsof private Christians the feeling of their
obligation to work for Christ as well as for themselves—and if
they have leisure and ability, as much, in their way, as the
minister; because they gender the notion that the minister is not
engaged in the pulpit, and elsewhere, in a work of love—a work
done out of love to Christ and his fellow sinners, but as a mere
routine of prescribed things; because, on grounds like these, the at-
tempt has been made, and with great success, to exclude the Christ-
ian minister from taking any active part in the great movements
of human society into which any political element enters—move-
ments of humanity and philanthropy, into which he has just as
much right to enter as the lawyer, or the physician, or even the
business man—a right only limited by the conditions that he do so
wisely, and neglect none of his own proper duties ; because these
notions degrade the institution of the ministry, as if it were
no better, nor higher, nor holier, than the men who perform its
functions; because in their false light the minister is seen, not as
a man of like passions with others, subject to the same trials, and
pain, and sorrow, needing the help of the same hopes and joys,
the same warnings and admonitions, bound to the same duties
and encouragements, and held by the same obligations.

I would have the minister assert his claims to be a man, a mem-
ber of society, a patriot—anything that another man may be law-
fully; and to do what other men may do, (under the proper
conditions) and to magnify his office by diligence in study, and in
pastoral duty; by his earnestness and zeal, by his holy and pray-
erful life Things are tending this way, and while I am well aware
that sotne of my vieéws miay be regarded as radical, I do mot regret
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these tendencies. Some evil may arise in this connection, but I
hesitate not to say, that the result will be a good one for the com-
munity, and for the ministry, and for the kingdom of Christ. '
I make a 2d statement: Strictly and invariably honorable conduct in
all pecuniary and business matters. That there is occasion for, at
least, a passing reference to this topie, will not, I presume, be ques-
tioned. For 1l is a fact that the character, and, of course, the in-
fluence of the ministry, has, at times, to say no more, suffered not
a little in this quaeter, and yet the guilt perhaps not chargeable
mainly upon the immediate sufferer. Much, unquestionably, is
due to the notorious fact that the ministry is the worst paid of any
class of men in the community. The iniquitous principle appears
to be—I may say is—adopted by some churches, that no more
should be promised to the pastor, when called to take charge of a
congregation, than just enough to furnish the scantiest kind of
support. There are exceptions, but these are mostly found in the
cities and great towns of the country. In rural districts, and often
in those teeming with wealth, a few huondred dollars are regarded
as ample for the maintenance of a minister’s household; jn many
instances, not up to the amount of salary of a mechanicl and, in
gsome cases, not more than the dollar a day of the ordinary un-
gkilled laborer. Nor are the occupants of city pulpits always, or
in the majority of instances, exceptions. They—very many of
them—are obliged to live, and maintain, and educate families, on
smaller salaries than the thrifty merchant pays his book-keeFer'and
his salesmen, and even his clerks. And, if we penetrate further,
and ascertain the apologies sometimes offered for this state of things,
it is hard to restrain our deepest indignation. - They are, (1.) That
larger salaries would render the ministry covetous and worldly, in-
attentive to their duties, fond of the pleasures of life, &c. &e. A
man—often a young man—who can multiply and divide, and add
up with rapidity and accuracy a column of figures, turn over the
leaves of huge folios, and write a legible hand, may secure his
thousand, fifteen hundred, or even two thousand dollars per an-
num. Ah! “he is doing well.” ¢“He gets a very good salary.”
“Ie will, in all probability, thrive and be a rich man yet.” Such
are the comments upon cases like this. No one thinks that he is
to be puffed up beyond measure, or lose his religion, or become a
drone. But give a minister of the gospel, who can expound the
Word of God, divide rightly the word of truth, multiply exhort-
ations as well as instructions, for the saving of the soul, and add
to all this, wise, and tender, and moving counsels, and consolations,
publicly and privately—give to such a man the salary which buys
the services of the book-keeper in a large mercantile establishment,
and you turn his face from the land of Beulah to the city of de-
struction! This is a most abominable slander and devilish impu-
tation upon the character of the whole ministry of Christ. (2.) It
is said again: The minister does not seek pecuniary reward—he
has his reward in heaven. True. He must be a great fool if he
sought the ministry to get rich by it. He should have betaken
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himself to mining, or to the iron business, or to merchandise, or,
better than all, in these days, become a government contractor.
Mouney is not his reward. True, also in the letter—the minister
has his reward in heaven; but most infamous is the spirit in which
thisis often uttered. It is, indeed, a blessed hope, that every godly
servant of Christ, in the glorious work of ministering salvation to
sinful men, shall be amply—and how much more than amply—re-
warded, in the kingdom of glory, for all his trials, privations and
tears; but what right has the merchant, the farmer, or the manu-
facturer, who is amassing his gains and yet cherishes a hope of the
same heaveunly blessedness, to taunt this poor, struggling pastor—
for it amounts to this—with such heartless utterances? Does /e
not need food and raiment, in the meantime, as much as his gold-
-seeking parishioner? And, besides this, what such men rarely have
any regard for, a good library, and other helps to his great and
beneficent work. It is not for those who serew the ministry to the
merest pittance, or who approve of this iniquity, to’ impute it as a
crime if he cannot always make the ends meet. The devil's hand
has been in all this; his uitimate object being to weaken the influ-
ence of an institution the most hurtful to his kingdon of any on
earth. His more immediate aim has been to prevent qualified
young men from devoting themselves to this work. So far he has,
in this, only partially succeeded. There have still been found not
a few of the youth of the church endowed with talent and attain-
ments, that would have made their fortunes in any other calling,
ready to lay them all as offerings upon Christ’s altar; ready to en-
counter all the Lord permits to befall them, that they may win souls
to Christ. Anund very few, moreover, desert the ministry, to whatever
temptations from this they may besubjected from this quarter. They
live, and work on, and do good, notwithstanding. Perbaps he has
hoped to reintroduce the celibacy of the clergy. If so, he has siy-
nally failed. The ministry, not to say studeuts of theclogy, and
the ladies too, have shown a very determined purpose to disappoint
him in any such design. But let us not forget our statement : what-
ever the resources of a pastor, he must ever study to live honestly—
honorably, as the word means—in the sight of all men. Better
resort, if compelled to do so, and only if compelled, to some employ-
ment cognate to his special calling ; better endure, and even suffer,
than, by contracting debt recklessly, or failing to pay it wheu con-
tracted, endanger his good name, and the good name of his Mas-
ter, and his Master’s cause, by any pecuniary delinquency. Itisa
noble sight—a man of learning and culture, toiling on as Christ's
eo-worker for the highest good of men, while he bears the heavy
cross of narrow means, never “looking back ’ foward the treas-
ures of the world—faint, yet pursuing—lglis heart constrained to his
work by the love of Christ, and by a spirit such as Paul's; when
he said, “T travail in birth ” for yon Galatians. )
8. Invariably polite and kindly demeanor. Politeness is an affair of
the heart. There are forms of polite manifestations, which pre-
vail in certain eircles of society ; most of them good forms, founded
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on some good reason. To be acquainted with them is of ad-
vantage in all conditions of life, in all kinds of society; in some,
it is of no inconsiderable importance. But they are not indispens-
able. They are never to be despised; they are worth all the atten-
tion necessary to become familiar with them. DBut of themselves,
they contribute absolutely nothing to the promotion of gentlemanly
character and spirit. Many—multitudes who claim to belong to
polite society—are the veriest boors within; outwardly, fair in
secming, as the whited sepulchre ; within, full of all uncleannesses.
The nabobs of the slave States claim to be the gentlemen of this
country; but we now know all, as some of usknew long ago, that
they are the gentlemen—I speak of the great mass of them—gen-
tlemen of the lash, and the bowie knife, and the pistol—whose
pride and boast it is, that they live only upon the hard, unpaid toil
of the poor slave. True politeness is a thing of a far different
quality. It consists in a sincere disposition to promote the comfort
of all with whom we come in contact, in matters great and small.
It has as its sources, and its constituents, kindness of heart, due re-
spect to the feelings of all with whom one has to do; in sympathy
for the poor, the ignorant, the miserable ; in gentleness of speech,
where severity would unnecessarily wound; in a readiness to per-
form minor good offices. It is especially exhibited toward infe-
riors in means, in station, in acquirements; in the treatment of
servants and dependents, and such as are under our authority.
In a word, a Christian grace. It is found, in its genuine character,
where the spirit of Christ dwells. The true gentleman isthe same
everywhere, to all ; not.gentle among his equals or his superiors
only; tHe same in the parlor, and if found there, in the hovel.
Politeness is one form in which that love shows itself which is
“kind, envieth not, vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up; seeketh
not her own, is not casily provoked; beareth all things, hopeth all
things, endureth all things.” The true Christian—net your mere
nominal Christian—is a gentleman, because he has a gentle heart.
What a magnificent specimen of a man traly polite was the patri-
arch Abraham! How polished in manuner was Paul, the ardent
apostle of the Gentiles! with his vast intellectual power, and in-
tense feeling and burning zeal; and notwithstanding his life, so
toilsome and so tried, ever the same, considerate, and tender, and
full of sympathy for all men. How lenient in judgment; how
ready to praise; how loathe to rebuke! No assaumption; no lofti- -
ness; no putting on of airs. That spirit, whose symbol is the dove,
dwelt richly in Abraham and in Paul. To turn to another and
very different example, one which you may all recognize as true
from your own observation among Christian men and women.
One of the most genuine ladies that I have ever known—and gen-
tleman or lady, itisthe same thing—is one who wasborn in a very
humble station; her life has been spent in very lowly toil; she has
never more than touched the precincts of that society which often
claims to comprise all gentility ; and yet none can fail, at once, to
see and feel that she is a lady to her heart’s core. Her Christian’
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instincts far more than supply the place of any mere outside cul-
ture. This is but one instance. I could adduce many. We all
know gentlemen and ladies, made so by the truth and grace of
God, by kind and loving hearts. In short, let it be remembered,
that while forms and modes are not without their value, and should
not be overlooked by the minister of Christ, who must needs come
in contact with those who place a high estimate upon them, the
main thing is to cherish a loving and lowly heart—a heart that de-
spises none, that overlooks none, that condescends to none, re-

rding all as fellow-sinners or fellow-heirs of the grace of God.

ondescension belongs to God only. You will not misunderstand
me. Politeness and suavity are not opposed to Christian and min-
isterial fidelity. The rule of polite life may be questioned, that
prescribes all rebuke of sin in the social circle, gathered together
for purposes of social recreation. Open and flagrant error and sin
should be ever frowned upon by the Christian, and the minister of
Christ, above all. Certainly no such rule can be allowed to enter
the pulpit, or to govern the daily intercourse of Christ's ambassa-
dor. ho more severe than Paul, when severity was demanded ?
Who argues so vehemently ? or denounces more boldly and nnspa-
ringly, the vicious, the hypocritical, the formal and the apostate ?
It 1s true kindness to use, if necessary, the language of severity,
and even indigonant severity, * pulling them out of the fire.”” But
even in this there is room and call for a gentle and feeling spirit.
You remember the anecdote of the saintly M’Cheyne, who, when
told by a brother minister that he had just preached on the sub-
Ject of final damnation, inquired in suppressed tones, “Did you do
it gently ?”

4. Great circumspection in social life, and even in pastoral, in all that
belongs to social intercourse with the other sex. There are some topics
acknowledged, in private conference, to be of no minor importance,
which are almost ignored in the pulpit and in public addresses. 1
mean those which relate to the conduct of the sexes toward each
other. Itseems to be taken for granted, moreover, that any exhorta-
tions or warnings on this subject are uncalled for, as a part of tl':e
training of young men for the ministry, or for pastors engaged in
their daily work. There is,in all this, a great mistake. A topic so
important—a matter in which so many perils do actually surround
the young in the outset of their career, and even their elders in it,
ought not to be avoided as too delicate to be handled in public.
There are too many facts, that clearly demonstrate that the course so
generally—almost universally—pursued regarding it, is not the
wisest; can hardly be atall justiied. The Christian minister, and
the student of theology, are trusted more—I may say without pre-
sumption—than any other class of men. This confidence reposed in
them, gives them great advantages in reference to the formation of
matrimonial alliances, and advantages equally great, W]JI(:‘.}], if so dis-
posed, they may wickedly abuse. They are freely admitted to the
house of friends and parishioners. They are regarded as the watch-
men who need no watching. Their calling is their guarantee. They
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are set apart from other men to the special business of going about
and doing good. They are not rarely highly prized as friends, and
as to pastors, as counselors, also. I am happy to believe. and say,
that in comparatively few instances is this confidence misplaced—
this trust betrayed. But even this is possible. Young men and
young ministers—a few of whom reach their work unmarried and
unengaged—unless habitually circumspect, may themselves be led
into entanglements or engagements which they would gladly, at a
future time, annul, and which it might be well for both parties were
they aunulled. This is one peril. Another and very serious dan-
ger ig, that their social calls and interviews, and personal attentions,
may he so managed as to awaken expectations, and even more,
which there is no purpose either to awaken or meet; thathave no
real foundation in any intention on the man’s part, but which are
not unreasonable, in view of all the facts. I shall not consider t.}:le
case in which this much may be designed, and nothing more, while
the victim of this baseness is led to believe that an ultimate alli-
ance is in view. Such instances I have heard of. I need hardly
add, that one who can be guilty of conduct like this, is a low and
base scoundrel, whose proper place is the penitentiary, not the
pulpit; base in any one, doubly so in him who is under the highest
obligations to be a model of truth and purity. Second only to this
is the breach of plighted troth. Such an act, by whomsoever wil-
fully committed, and without due cause, should exclude the per-
petrator from the church, and from society, until he regain—and
much time will be required to do it—his reputation as a man in
whom any confidence may be placed. I admit that even these, the
most solemn of all promises, which have earthly things for their
object, arc not to be fulfilled absolutely, and in all cases; but if
not withdrawn by a mutual understanding, there should be rea-
sons which would furnish, in any fair court of inquiry, a most am-
ple justification.

But there is another peril. The Christian ministry may so use,
even unintentionally, their freedom of accessto ladies’ society, and
the confideuce reposed in them, as to endanger their own good
name, by exposing themselves to the charge of levity, or something
worse—if not to their personal injury, to the injury of others.
There is, at least, some truth in the following on this subject from
the pen of an acute observer, and good writer, and religious man :
“We have had, within the last ten years, too many notable instan-
cos of falls from virtue among the clergy, and every fall has been
like an avalanche. They come from a point so near to heaven, and
fall so fur, that mountain-sides are scarred, and whole communities
whelmed by the calamity. It takes often many years for the vil-
lages that lie at their feet to smile again. All Christendom feels
the shock, aund mourns with down-cast eyes, the consequences. 1
freely grant, that as a class, the American clergy, of all denomina-
tiops, are the purest and best men whom I know; but I cannot
resist the conviction that there are many of them who forget what
the responsibility is that rests upon them. It was the remark of
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an aged clergyman, retired from pulpit duties, that if he were a
layman he should watch with more anxiety and carefulness than
laymen do, the relations that exist between pastors and the women
of their flocks. I do not understand this as a statement that there
1s any general looseness of conduct among the clergy at all; but
as one which covers a kind of impropriety, for which there is no
name or punishment. There are women whose affection for their
husbauds is uprooted through their intercourse with their pastors.
There shall never be an improper word spoken ; there shall never
‘be a deed committed, that would bring a blush to the most sensi-
tive cheek ; yet a susceptible woman in the society of a minister,
of strong and magnetic sympathies, may become as passive as a
babe. ]%‘ed towarg him by her religious nature ; attracted and held
by his intellectual power and the grace of his language ; yielding
to him her confidence ; it is not strange that, before shé is aware,
she is a captive without a captor; a victim without an enemy ; a
wreck without a destroyer.” Such cases may be less numerous
than this writer supposes; butif they exist at all, it is warrant
enough for making some allusion to them. I do not feel that I
owe any apology for introducing this subject. I repeat,its import-
ance is acknowledged privately, while it is rarely brought forward
as it deserves to be. Circumspection in all things—most vigilant
circumspection in all that relates to this kind of social insercourse.

5. Kindly inlerest in the members, labors, and successes of other
Evangelical Churches. The relations of the different denominations
of evangelical Christians furnish a topic of important and inter-
esting inquiry., They cannot entirely ignore each others existence.
Some, perhaps, might think it enough to stand off from all others
as far as possible, and only notice them for the purpose of contro-
verting their errors, or rebuking their sins. This would, indeed,
be very easy. It makes short work of a very large subject. But
it is open to very serious objections; and among these is this, that
it would amount, in fact, to denying their membership in the family
of Christ. Ior if, in any sense, and to any extent, brethren, there
is imperative call for more than mere testimony against them.
That error and sin should be reproved, wherever they exist, is an
indisputable Christian duty; ¢ warning every man.” And, again,
“Thou shalt not suffer sin upon the brother,” a rule that holds
equally in cases of personal and social character, either in faith or
morals. I have no sympathy—not an atom—with the notion, so
common now, that it is uncharitable to make mention of errors
and evils, as found in other churches, and sanctioned by them.
Whereas, charity to our more immediate brethren, and to these
churches themselves, demands that they should be exhibited on
proper occasions; but ever in a proper spirit. I sum up the lead-
ing duties of the ministry among us—of members also—to Christ-
ians around us, in three things: (1.) Recognizing their excellen-
cies, denominational and personal; not as some, perhaps, would
have us, mark their defects, or the evils in them, and no more. If
this be utterly unjust in the case of private persons, surely it is
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none the less so—is it not more so ?—in the case of those whom we
own not ouly to be Christians, but churches of Christ. This rec-
ognition should be sincere, hearty and affectionate. (2.) Rejoicing
in their success in diffusing the truths of the gospel, and in gath-
ering in the sheep and the lambs of Christ. I feelassured that in
this intelligent Covenanters do not fall behind any other body of
professing Christians. Our comprehensive system of faith—I mean
our peculiar doctrines—habituate us to taking large views of the .
kingdom of Christ, and so prepares us to rejoice in every triumph
of His truth. And, besides, as our central doctrine is the univer-
sal, moral, as well as providential dominion of the Messiah, and a8
we know that every true Christian must love Christ, we rejoice
when any soul is won from the kingdom of darkness—from Satan
unto God. It is a fact, although 1t may not at once appear—the
enlisting of another volunteer in the army that Christ is leading
on to final vietory and triumph. We would rather see him fully
brought out to know, and advocate, and exemplify, the high claims
of Christ to'the allegiance of all men, and nations, but we are glad
he is brought so far. (8.) Co-operate with them in all things and
ways, so far as we can conscientiously. We have, already, in our
published Testimony, atlirmed, that we *cheerfully appreciate the
talents and piety of our acquaintances, and, as opportunity may
offer, commuue with them as friends and as Christians.” In all
Christian works of beneficence, in all matters of social and moral
reform, as well as in the private walks of life, we may, and should
“cheerfully ” engage in friendly and Christian communion of spirit
and of effort. And hereis a wide field; large enough for the most
extended benevolence; rich enough for very glorious results. In
this field, the minister who takes his stand with us, in upho]din§
the banner of Christ’s crown and covenant, will find himself helpe
and strengthened by the interchange of kindly symyathy aund ef-
fort with his evangelical neighbors, both ministers and private
Christians. And this none the less, because, in the language of
our Testimony, he “cannot extend to any one the right hand of
fellowship in the visible church, upon any other principles than
those contained in their Declaration and Testimony; nor consist-
-ently join, either statedly or occasionally, in the communion of
any other church, by waiting upon its ministry, either in word or
sacraments, while they continue opposed to these declared senti-
ments.”
In conclusion, the topics to which I have here adverted are but
a gelection from a large number which have presented themselves
before me, as belonging to the habits, spirit and demeanor of the
pastor and the student of theology. And of these I have been
able to offer but a running exhibition. Many of them, moreover,
are appropriate—all of them, in somejdegree—to the private Christ-
ian also; but all especially incumbent upon ambassadors for Christ.
They deserve, I know, some share of your earnest and devoted
regards ; for you are to occupy a high place. If I have repudia-
ted some mistaken notions respecting the dignity of the minister,
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let it not be imagined, for a moment, that I disparage the incom-
parable excellence of the ministry itself. It has been committed
to frail men, but angels would be honored by taking part in it. It
is through the ministry that the elect of God are gathered into his
heavenly family, and prepared for the enjoyment of their inherit-
ance in the heavens, blessed and eternal. Can any other argu-
ment be required to excite the youthful aspirant for so eminent a
place and functions, to use every effort that he may attain every
qualification—greater or less—for the honorable and successful dis-
charge of so gigh a calling;” nor need any be discouraged. The
mark is elevated. It is beyond mere human power to reach it.
But we have the promise, “my grace is sufficient for thee "—Christ
is our helper. His spirit is the almighty Spirit. Our Master sees
our toils; he takes pleasure in them. If we delight in his work,
and scek his favor as our highest reward, he will not fail us. Step
by step, we shall rise higher and higher, mounting up as on
eagle’s wings, even to heaven and its ineffable and everlasting
glory and felicity.

SCOTCH R, P. MAGAZINE,

15 the December number of this periodical there is a notice of a
brief article in our October number, under the above heading.
Convinced by the notice referred to, of the hopelessness of the
task we then undertook “to malke our brethren understand our po-
gition,” we give it up. What we propose now to do is not to
enlighten ignorance, but to correct misrepresentations,

In our article we had special reference to a review of the pro-
ceedings of our Synod on the war question, in the September num-
ber of the Scotch magazine. We noticed some inaccuracies in the
review, and pointed out one as a sample. The explanation given
of this in the late notice, is amusing. It is alleged to be a small
matter, and inasmuch as only a trifling mistake, and that doubt-
fully presented, was detected, the conclusion is confidently drawn
that all else was correct.

Now we state that this is not the only inaccuracy in the review,
nor is it one of little importance in its bearing on the subject the
writer had before him. It was a misstatement that was vital to the

_point aimed at in the entire article.. That misstatement is in sub-
stance that the report adopted by our Synod at its meeting last
May, was the Report of the Committee appointed at its meetmf
the preceding year. The qualifying terms in which it is expressed,
“The report of what we take to be this Committee,” afford the wri-
ter no relief ; for he assumes throughout his article the truth of the
statemen¢ which we assert is incorrect. In many supposable cases
the error would be of little account; but in the present instance it
is quite otherwise, furnishing, as it does, the 0[%portut_uty of.pre-
senting the Synod in a light the very opposite of that in which a
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correct statement of the facts would have exhibited it, as we will
now show. :

The Committee appointed by the Synod in 1862, reported at the
same meeting, by its chairman, Rev. D. Scott. From that Report,
which was adopted, we believe unanimously, we extract the follow-
ing paragraph :

“In this great struggle for the preservation of law and order against disloyalty
and treason, we may readily distinguish between the welfare of the country on
the one hand, and the sinful character of the Constitution, and its imperfect
administration, on the other ; and we will cheerfully, by our prayers, 2nd all
the proper means within our power, promote the welfare of the nation and sus-
tain it in the cooflict against the Southern Confederacy. DBut as Iieforlped
Presbyterians, we may not compromit the Church’s Testimony by identification,
directly or indirectly, with the Constitution of the United States as it now
stands, or by swearing entangling oaths.”

This whole report, of the same tenor as the above, the reviewer
ignores, and gives the impression that our Synod was wholly silent
on the subject of the war, from its meeting 1n 1861 till its mceting
in 1863. We will not say that this was designed ; but we do say
that with this action of our Synod before him, the writer could not
have, with the appearance of truth, asserted, as he does in substance,
that the action of our Synod in regard to the American Govern-
ment is similar to that of the Scotch Synod with regard to the
British Government, :

It is a mistake, moreover, and calculated to mislead, to call the
oath required of volunteers, “the ordinary oath of allegiance to
the United States.” This is done by the reviewer, page 318.
“The Army Oath” is its proper designation. Any reader of the
magazine, notwithstanding the note at the bottom of the page,
would, if not otherwise informed, infer from the paragraph in the
page just cited, that Covenanters in this country were connived at
by the church courts in taking the ¢ ordinary oath of allegiance
to the United States.” “The oath of allegiance’ is the ftitle of
the obligation required of citizens. . *“The Army Oath,” that re-
quired of soldiers. These two oaths are entirely distinct—the one
is not the equivalent of the other.

What we have further to say will come in appropriately in an-
swering the questions which our cotemporary has propounded The
first is: «Is it, or is it not the fact, that since the present war broke
out, members of congregations belonging to the Old Light Synod have
entered the army and taken the ordinary oath of allegiance 1o the Gorern-
ment 2’ We are not prepared to give a direct answer to this ques-
tion. ‘Weare not so cognizant of the actions of every member of
the church, as either to affirm or deny. * We can say at once, we do
not know of any who have taken the ‘“ordinary oath of allegiance
to the Government.” But here we are met by the ambiguity of
the terms employed. If it is the *“ Army Oath " that is meant, we
answer in the affirmative ; but we add, in no case, to our knowl-
edge, with the approbation of the church courts. And the writer
of the review is misinformed when he is told that ‘“no step has
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been taken to subject the offending parties to censure.” Whoever
gave that information, told what he did not, and could not, from the
nature of the case, know to be true. Such sweeping declarations
may help a bad, but they would harm a good cause. If the writer
will look into our last number he will find in the proceedings of
the Pittsburgh Presbytery, that it was decided by that court at its
late meeting, that those who had sworn the “ Army Oath,” should
be dealt with by sessions before they be allowed the privileges
of membership. And we know of instances where this has been
done, and not one where it has not been done. What now is the
information worth that has been made the basis of such confident
assertions ?

Nor can the writer escape from the unpleasant position in which
his rashness has placed him, by saying that he referred only to steps
taken by the Synod. For in the action of the Synod of 1862,
which unfortunately for himself he has overlooked, with evident
reference to the Army Oath, it is expressly declared that we may
not compromit our Testimony by swearing entangling oaths. This
surely is a step toward “subjecting the offending parties to cen-
sure.” And in the action of Synod, at its last meeting, the same
thing is done in the declaration that, “the soldier’s oath is objec-
tionable, and cannot receive the approbation of Synod.”

The second question is: “Is it, or is it not the fact, that the pres-
ent war is waged for the maintenance and defense of the American Con-
stitution 2 e answer, that we have no doubt that this is the ob-
ject of the Government in waging the war. The South rebelled
against the Government as constituted, and the Government en-
gaged in the war to put down the rebellion. And it is this that
makes the Army Oath objectionable. That oath binds the soldier
to fight for the same object for which the country is fighting. But
we affirm that without this oath we can fight for the overthrow of
slavery, and the breaking up of a monstrous confederacy, and with
the reflex object of benefiting the Government by its re-construc-
tion when the war is over. Surely our cotemporary sees this dis-
tinction,

The third question, ¢ Isthe oath which the American Synod framed
Jor its members to take on entering the army, an oath pledging the swearer
lo support the Glovernment, or is it not 2 scarcely deserves an answer.
When it is considered that the very design of the Synod in pre-
paring the oath was to avojd such a pledge, the question is a re-
flection on either the intelligence or honesty of the members of
that court. And to ask it, expecting a categorical answer, is noth-
ing less than an insult. It may be that the writer has been so long
conversant with that chicanery which tends to bewilder the people
of God, while it professes to enlighten them—which holds forth .
the promise to the ear, while it breaks it to the heart, that he takes
for granted that this is the business of the supreme judicatories
of tﬂ- church. In this he is mistaken, so far as our Synod is con-
cerned. The design of the oath was to relieve the consciences of
those of our people who might be taken into the army under the
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Conscription Act. It was not, as the Synod subsequently declared,
to hold out inducements to our young men to enter the army. Y

As it regards the oath prepared by Synod, we feel but little in-
terest in it. It will likely never be presented to the Government,
or if presented, will bardly be accepted. What we find fault with
is the attempt to torture it into an instrument of misrepresentation
of the church in this land. And we are sorry to see that the Irish
Covenanter, no doubt with a good design, has give its aid in this
work. We cannot but think the sounding of the alarm is just
now ill-timed and officious. The courts of the church, in these
trying times, need the confidence of the people, and we trust they
are wise enough not to let it be weakened by trans-atlantic influ-
ence.

The attempt to make out of the action of our Synod a parallel
to that of the Scottish, declension, is futile. It issilly enough to
reason from the axiom, that two blacks make a white, but sillier
still when there are not two blacks on which to base the argu-
ment. The majority of the Scottish Synod are ecclesiastically as
much identified with the British Government as any other dissent-
ing body. And what the difference is now between them and the
Free Church, we are unable to see. They have practically aban-
doned their Testimony, and are like a vessel out at sea without.rud-
der or compass. The ditference between them and us, is the dif-
ference between a church maintaining its dissent from the Govern-
ment by refusing to accede to its terms of citizenship, and at the
same time countenancing and aiding it in all its efforts to destroy a
confederacy which is the last refuge of slavery, and which, if it
prevail, will take from us one of our dearest rights—thc right of
testitying against oppression in all its forms; and a church without
any outward pressure, when the kingdom is at peace, allowing its
members to swear the oath of allegiance, and hold offices under a
government concerning which they have declared, in the histori-
cal part of their Testimony, that they believe it to be “immoral
and anti-christian,” page 225; and in the doctrinal part assert that
¢ they cannot swear allegiance to, nor recognize as the moral ordi-
nance of God for good, authority that is immoral and anti-christ-

ian,” page 87. T. 8.

OUR CONDITION.

«Qur Posrrron” has been for some time an interesting topic of
diseussion. In the simplicity of our mind we thought the position
of our Church and her relation to the civil institutions of this
country had been clearly defined in her Testimony, and well under-
stood by her members. The position is one of practical and uni-
form dissent from the civil government. The moral evils essential
to the constitution of theUnited States, render it necessary, in her
judgment, to refuse allegiance to'the wholesystem. Her members
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have uniformly *refused to serve in any office which implies an
approbation of the constitution, or which is placed under the direc-
tion of an immoral law. They have abstainéd from voting at.
elections for civil officers, and from sitting on juries, because of
evils both in the constitution and in the administration of the
government.

It is evident, however, that this position is to some, both minis-
ters and members, unsatisfactory, and a change that will permit a
more intimate connection with the government is, by them, con-
sidered desirable and necessary. In the estimation of these
brethren, the maintenance of the Testimony and position of the
church rests not on moral principle or love of the truth, but is « owing
lo traditional usages and a zeal without knowledge.” To remove these
prejudices, and clearly present our present position as achureh, should
be the aim of all, but especially the periodicals. The subject
demands a rigid and exhaustive investigation.* What singular
witnesses we with our fathers have been. How unskillful
in the word of righteousness. As workmen, we need to be
ashamed ! For seventy years we have maintained a 7'estimony amid
many privations, and against a powerful opposition defended a
position, without knowing what it is! If Covenanters admit this
to be a true description of their character, then, verily, they have
been fools from the beginning. It is evident, however, that the
church is slow to receive this report. Understanding her Testimony
to be scriptural, and her position safe, she refuses to abandon them.
Her steadfastness troubles these Reformers. Its opposition offends
their self-love and kindles their wrath. Failing to convince by
argument, they invoke the wrath of Jehovah, the God of Israel,
upon brethren in the church, as much respected as themselves, who
have not seized the sword and offered their lives in the national
struggle. Their language is, ¢ Cursed be he that keepeth back his
sword from blood.”* How sad our condition. Instead of * behold
how they love each other,” it may now be said, ¢“behold how
these men curse each other.” Why do these holy men remain in
fellowship with such outcasts ? Surely their Christian forbearance
and long-suffering is beyond all praise. If we deserve such male-
diction, the regular steps should have been taken long since to
excommunicate us from the church. If we are still, even by
themselves, judged worthy of communion, then, to be consistent,
they should not, while their mouth is filled with such cursing, come
to the table of the Lord with us. That we are sore broken in
judgment and divided in practice, is evident. A change hasin a
few years taken place in a large portion of the church, and as we
are still in the transition state, the character and extent of this
change should-be noted, for the results will be permanent. I am
aware that the party of progress denies having made any change.
This is naturally to be expected. Every declining party makes a
similar denial. The New Lights, in 1833, had not changed. The
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Scotch Synod, now incorporated with the British government, has
not changed; and the mother of harlots, according to her own
testimony. has not changed—she is still the true church of Jesus.
In the present article it is not my intention to characterize this
departure from the principles and practice of the church, but
merely to prove its existence.

1st.” The public sentiment of the church. This is manifest both in
our devotions and in our ministrations, The now venerable Dr.
Cooke, of Belfast, said, during the Arian discussions, *That he
discovered an Arian both by what he said and by what he did not
say.”” Silence is sometimes as significant as speech. If as a peo-
ple heretofore we have not been famous, we have been notorious
for our fearless exhibition of the evils of the constitution, the
wickedness of the rulers, and the oppression by the government.
Our voice was heard in the pulpit and by the press, and our testi-
mony was felt in the nation. How 1s it now? Is the same
testimony as fully and as frequently exhibited? Formerly we were
not in the habit of praying for the constitutional head of the
government, the President of the United States, as such; nor for
our senators, our rulers, our armies, &e., &e. In some parts of the
church this is quite common. This kind of supplication is, how-
ever, very recent. Thestyle itself is a novelty—our President, our
rulers. In 1852, Rev. J. R. W. Sloane delivered an address on
Education, in which he said, “ Education should be adapted to the
spirit of our institutions”—referring to the civil institutions of our
country. In revieving this address, Professor Willson remarks,
«“That we are not accustomed to hear the institutions of this
country spoken of by Covenanters as ‘our’ institutions. They
are not ‘ours.” We take no part in making them, and do not
even ackpowledge any claim on their part to our conscientious
obedience. How, then, are they ‘ours? It will be an evil day
for the church, when our children are taught to call the God-
forgetting, Chriat