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Art. L. The Love of the Holy Spirit, displayed in our Salvation.

«When the Spirit is come, he shall glorify me: fer he shall receive of mine, and shall show
it uato yo-."-qpl::haxvi. 13, 16. )

Divine love, displayed in our salvation, is such a sublime, extensive,
and delightful subject, that it can never be exhausted. To those in whose
hearts it is shed al by the Holy Spirit, it is like ointment poured
forth, whose savor is always sweet and pleasant. This love cannot be
contemplated all at once—we must take it by parts. As we proceed
in searching the scriptures, one field of love appears successively after
another. every one we may wander at large, with distinguished

pleasure, and at last sit down with delicious wonder. How great is his
* goodness—how great is his beam¥ ! Al the persons in the Godhead,

istinctly and jointly, display this love. We have contemplated the love
of the Father, and of the Son, and now proceed to contemplate the love
of the Holy Spirit, displayed in our salvation. His love is as important
as that of the Father and the Son. He inspired the prophets, qualified

the Saviour, concurred with him in all the branches of his wonderful
undertaking, and applies to his people the great salvation: as Christ him-
self saith, “ When the Spirit is come, he shall glorify me; for he shall
take of mine, and shall shew it unto you.” It does not mean that he
shall confer any glory upos Christ; but he shall manifest, open out, and
declare his glory, the glory of his person, as Emmanuel; of his character,
as Mediator; and the fulness of his grace and salvation, as will appear
when we get more fully into our subject. But, alas! it has been, and is

g 3 Fesent, greatly corrupted.
. he ition to the whole doctrine concerning the Holy Spirit and
his operations, has been managed by different ns in various ways.—
Some confess his personality, but deny his divinity ; others deny both.
The ancient Arians confessed that he was a divine person, but affirmed
that he was produced or created by the Father and the Son. Thus they
denied his Supreme Dett{l The Mahometans acknow his personality,
but affirm that he is the highest of all created spirits, and that he.is called
tha Hely Spirit, on account of the work to which he is appointed, i. e. to
;anctify the church. This notion they learned from the Macedonian

eretics. -
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The Quakers reject the whole doctrine concerning the personality,
divinity, gracious and powerful operations of the Holy Spirt, and pre-
tend to be enlightened and directed by a spirit within them, according to
whose fruits they expect pardon and salvation; and thus they coincide
with sowmne of the heathen. “There is a sacred spirit residing within us,
who is the observer and guardiun of all our good and evil : according as
he is treated by us, he will treat us.”#* ‘

The Jews,. Socinians and Unitarians- deny both the personality and
divinity of the Holy Ghost, and affirm that he is an attribute of the di-
vine nature, or the influential power of God.

That we may contemplate with knowledge and pleasure, how "and
when the Holy Spirit displays his love in our salvation, we must begin,
by removing all that corrupt and filthy rubbish which the adversaries
have thrown upon this delightful subject, as the Lord hath commanded
us: ‘Cast up, cast up the highway ; gather out-the stones; lift up a
standard for the people.” Thercfore, let us scarch the scriptures, dig
deep, as the original word signifies, but with prudence and modesty ; that
is, “not intruding into those things which we have not seen, vainly puffed
up by a fleshly mind;” yet, with accuracy, care and diligence, * compa-
ring spiritual things with spiritual.”  And, lastly, asking and depending
on the Holy Spirit himsclf, 1o enable us to discern nng gather what he
hath revealed in his word, concerning himself, and the displays of his
love in our salvation. He is the best interpreter of his own book. And
here, we have the advantage of his adversaries; for it ‘is not to be sup-

osed that he will condescend to teach those who blaspheme the glory of
is nalure, by denying the divinity of his persen. .. . - . .

All that we propose, is briefly to mention some of those truths, and the
arguments by which they are supported, to make this subject plain and
easy for our coutemplation. “If men prevail in the opposition they
make to the personality and divinity of the Holy Ghost, it is not worth
our while to concern ourselves about his operations.” . oo

Having searched the scriptures in the munner proposed, we are happy.
to present the reader with the following important wuths concerning the
" Holy Spirit and his operations. We have gathered that he is not a,
breath or a power, but a person—that he is a distinct person in the God-
head. He is neither the Father nor the Son.. He is not a created, but
a divine person. He is the third person in the order of subsistence in the
divine nature. In his natural character, he proceeds from the Father
and the Son. Though in his official charactcr, he is sent forth by both,
yet he applies himseli to, and accomplishes his work, as a voluntary sove-
reign and supreme agent.  Lastly, the work to which the Holy Spirit is
sent by the Father and the Son, consists in the acts of his power and
Jovo, which he displays in our salvation. Reader, wha{ do you think of
all these particulars 1 Consider, and speak your mind. But, “that your
faith may not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God,” let
us prove distinctly, that we huve gathered them all from the holy scrip-
tures. They declare plainly, - .

1. That the Holy Spirit is not a breath, a power, but a persor. In-
deed, the original word, both in the Hebrew and Greek, is used in a great
variety of significations,.in the scripture ; such as the wind, our rational
souls, our breath, angels good and bad, and several other particulars, not
necessary to be mentioned; because, in the places where it is thus used,
the signification can easily be known from the connection.. The word is
also used to express the divine nature, or essence. “God is-a spirit;” i.
e. he is of a pure, spiritur], immaterial nature, not confined to any place.

* Sencca, Epist. 41.
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He is distinguished from every other spirit, as he is the Father (Creator)

of them all.  But there exists in the divine nature, one who in a particu-

lar manner is distinguished by the name Spirir. When the apostle

saith, “There is one God, even the Father, and one Lord,” Si. e. Jesus

- Christ,) he adds, “ There is one Spirit.” And, in another place, “One
and the self-same Spirit.” He is called the “Spirit of the Lord,” (Jeho-
vah,) and the “Spirit of God,” i. e. the Father, as he partakes of his es-
sence, and proceeds from him. He is * the Spirit of truth, which pro-

* ceedeth from the Father.” He is also called *“the Spirit of the Son,”
because he proceeds from him also. And, by way of eminence, the
Holy Spirit. Let us now prove that he is a person.

(1.) This is evident, because personal properties are ascribed to him.
An understanding. and the cflects of it: “The Spirit scarcheth all things,
even the deep things of God.” = A will : “ All these worketh that one
and the self-same §pirit, dividing to every one as he will.” *“ What can
be spoken more fully and plainly to describe an intelligent person, acting
voluntarily, with freedom and choice, I know not.”*  Power is also as-
cribed to the Holy Ghost. As to the works of nature, “ He garnished
the heavens:” “ He established the carth by his power.” And also, in
the works of grace. He formed the human nature of Christ. Thus said
the angel to Mary: “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the
ﬁower of the Highest shall overshadow thee.” This docs not mean that

e is the influential powerof God; but only inanswer to Mary’s inquiry,
*“ How can this be, sceing I know not a man?’ Saith the angel, the
Holy Ghost, exerting the power of the Most High, or the infinite power
of God, shall accomplish it.” o
(2.) That the Holy Ghost is a person, is plain enough, because those
acts which are characteristic of a person are performed by him—such as
teaching : “ The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things.” Leading—* As
many as are led by the Spirit of God, are the sons of God.” Witness-
tng—* The Spirit himself beareth witness with our Spirit that we are
the sons of God.” Sunctifying—“Ye are sanctified by the Spirit of our
God.” Comforting—*1 wiil pray the Father, and he shall give you an-
other comforter, even the Spirit of truth.” Once more, “ When the
Spirit is come, ke will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and
of judgment.” ¢ He shall glorify me,” saith Christ, “for he shall take
of mine, and shall show it unto you.” Therefore, he is not a breath, a
power, but a person. In fine, to this truth we shall add two testimonies,
to which, one would think, all the sophistry of men would not dare to
Teply. One, you find, Acts, xiii. 2—4: “As they ministered to the Lord
and fasted, thc Holy Ghost said, Separate unto me,’—as it should be
read, “ Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.”
Thus the Holy Ghost plainly declares that he is the person, unto whom,
and whose work, Barnabas and Saul were called by himself. To say
that  these words are ascribed to the Holy Ghost because the prophets
that were in the church at Antioch spake therein, by his inspiration,” is
of no force against our argument ; for we do not merely argue from his
being said to speak, but from what is spoken by him. “Scparate unto me
Barnabas and Saul to the work which I have called them.” And this
is confessedly the Holy Ghost. Correspondent to this is that other text,
Acts xx. 28. It isexpressly said, that *the Holy Ghost made the elders
of the church the overseers of it.”t )
We have expressed the preceding particulars as fully and concisely as
we could, to guard the unlearned amf uowary reader {from being deceiv-

* Dr. Owen. t Dr. Owen on the Spirit, Book 1, chap. iii. sect. 26.
. L] .
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ed. If we lose the personality of the Holy Ghost, we may shut our Bi-
bles as soon as we have opened them; for it is in vain to think of con-
templating any displays olP his love in our salvation, if we deny him to
be a person. This is the foundation of all; and the truth of it will still
more fully appear, in the illustration of all the following particulars—for
- we observe,

2. That the Holy Ghost is a distinct person in the Godhead. We have
as many arguments to prove that he is a distinct person, as we have to
prove that the Father and the Son are so. 1. We read of gropertz’esv
geculiar to each person. As it is the personal property of the Father to

eget the Son, and the personal property of the Son to be begotten of the
Father, so it is the personal property of the Holy Ghost to proceed from
the Father and the Son. 2. We read of distinct internal acts, in which
one person is the objectof another’sacts. Thus, “The Father loveth the
Son, and hath given all things into his hand.” ¢« No man knoweth the
Son but the Father, neither knoweth any man the Father but the Son.”
There is also a mutual knowledge and love, as to the Holy Ghost. “And
he searchcth the deep things of God.” In these mutual actings of
knowledge and love, the blessedness of the holy God principally consists.
8. We also read of distinct external acts and operations, as to the sev-
eral persons in the Godhead. Thus, the Father gave the Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. The Son himself mude the propitiation, and
the Spirit enables us to improve it, by faith, for pardon and salvation.
Lastly, the Holy Ghost is not the Father, but sent by him. He is not
the Son, but another Comforter. We know Christ no more_after the
flesh, but here is one who shall abide with us forever. 4. When the
doctrine of the Trinity is mentionéd in scripture, the Holy Spirit is-al-
waysmentioned as a distinct person. We are told what Christ says, in view
of his incarnation: “The Lord God and his Spirit hath sent me.” Does
not the very sound of the words lead us into some distinction between
the Lord and his Spirit, as if there was a concurrence of two agents ?—
Was it ever said that a man and his spirit gave out a commission ?—that
a king and his soul published a deccree? The Spirit was present, as a
distinct person at Christ’s baptism. He descended in a bodily shape
upon him, and performed an action peculiar to himself, as Christ himself
saith. ‘“ The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anocinted
me to preach the gospel.” Thus, we are babtised “in the name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.” All these three persons are men-
tioned distinctly in that short account, that “Christ, being raised by
the right hand of God, hath received of the Father the promise of the
Holy Ghost.” We proceed to observe,

8. That the Holy Spirit is a divine person, equally with the Father
and the Son. 1. All the names expressive of Deity are, in their original
glory, ascribed to him. He is expressly called God. Peter said to Ana-
nias, “ Why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost? thou
‘hast not lied unto men, but unto God.” He is called Lorp, the Spirit.
If it had been in the Old Testament language, it would have been Jeho-
vah. Moses, when speaking of the people in the wilderness, saith the
Lord (Jehovah) did lead them. And yet Isaiah, speaking of the same
a‘eople, at the same time, saith, “ The Spirit of the Lord did lead them.”

herefore, the Spirit of the Lord is Jchovah. 2. All the divine attri-
butes are ascribed to the Holy Ghost; such as eternity—He is called “the
eternal Spirit.”  Omniscience— * The Spirit searcheth all things, yea,the
deep things of God.” Omnipresence—* Whither shall T go from th
Spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence ™’ Omnipotence—*He
is the Spirit of counsel and of might.” - As he is the author of faith, so
the work of faith is with power—ray, “the exceeding greatness of pow-
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er.” 3. All divine works are ascribed to the Holy Ghost. He is the
Creator of the universe. * He moved upon the face of the waters, gar-
nished the heavens, and established the earth by his power;” was one in
the great council. “Let us make man.” ‘For Elihu saith, * The Spirit
of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me
life.” ‘

There was an old foolish piece of philosophy, called anima mundi, the
soul of the world ; of which they who wrote against it, and they who
wrote for it, could make nothing. But it seems as if they would ascribe
no personality to the Creator of all things.- We, in opposition to them,
say that the Father, Son and Holy Ghost made the creation. The Holy
Ghost has the sway of providence : he reneweth the face of the earth.
Hc is also the author of the new creation. He inspired the prophets,

ualified the apostles, formed and purified the human nature of &u’ist.——
%elievers are Eom of the Spirit. He sanctifieth and sealeth them to the
day of redemption. 4. Divine worship is ascribed to the Holy Ghost. -
Baptism is administered in his name, equally with the Father and the
Son. He also, with them is the object of prayer. Saith the apostle,
“ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.” Nay, he is
sometimes addressed personally, alone. ““Come from the four winds, O
breath, and breathe upon the slain, that they may live.” (Ezek.
xxxvii. 9.)

Thus, reader, you see what plentiful evidence we gathered from “the
scriptures of truth,” that the Holy Ghost is not a breath, an attribute, or
the influential power of God. Nay, not a created Spirit, but a divine

son. And, as it 13 all given out IH' himself, we may firmly believe
that it is neither false nor imperfect. But examine and judge for your-
self, in this age of error and blasphemy. ¢ Search the scriptures daily, .
whether these things are so.” :

4. The Holy Spirit is the third person in the order of subsistence in
" the divine nature. So it is expressed in the form that is given for our
manner of worship. “Baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” This does not imply any inferiority
in the Son and the Holy Ghost to the Father, but rather, plainly, an
equality. Indeed, some affirm that it is the personal glory of the Father
to be the first person in the Trinity, in_ the order of subsistence. But
these writers are extremely mistaken; for, first, though the Son, as Em-
manuel and Mediator, has a distinct personal glory, ‘“God raised him
from the dead, and gave him glory;” yet there is no separate personal
5101')' in the persons, as existing in the Godhead, as our divines teach in

eir excellent Catechism. “The Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Ghost, are the same in substance, equal in power and glory.”

Secondly, to be the first person in the order of subsistence, is the
perty, the peculiar of the Father, but ilog is the attribute of a nature
which is common to all the persons in the Godhead.

Thirdly, it cannot be the glory of the Father to be the first Eerson, as
to time; for as the Father never existed without the Son, so the Son is
called the everlasting Father. It is not the name of a person, hut the
attribute of a nature. ‘And, as the Father and the Son never existed
without tke Spirit, so he is called “the eternal Spirit.”
~ Again: it cannot be the personal glory of the Father to be the first
person, as to dignity ; for as we read of the Father of fglory, so the Son
18 called the Lord of glory, and the Spirit, the Spirit of glory.. In fine,
to affirm that it is the personal glory of the Father, that he is first per-
son in the Trinity, is a slide towards the Arian blasphemy. “These
people declare that the Father created the Son, and that the Father and
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the Son created the Spirit.” Some affirm that “it is the personal glory
of the Father that he is simply of none, being the first in the order of
baving life. - In this sense, he is called the fountain of the Deity.” But
“in the beginning (i. e. from eternity) was the word,” and then “in him
was life.””  “ He is that eternal life which was with the Father.” Saith
Bradbury, “ It is dangerous to say that the Father is of none, and the
Son is not. The phrase, ¢ the fountain of the Deity,” is not worth keep-
ing, and ought to be laid aside. Wec have no warrant for it in scripture.
God is said to be the ¢ fountain of life,” and the ¢ fountain of the water of
life,’ but to takk of divinity being derived by one, and springing from ano-
ther, is a jar apon the proper idea we ought ‘to have of divinity.” But,
when we say that the Holy Ghost is the third person in the Trinity in
the order of subsisicnce, we mean that it ishis peculiar property alone.
For we observe,

5. That in his natural and personal character, he proceedeth from the
Father and the Son. Thus saith the Son himslef: “The Spirit of truth,
which proccedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me.”  And, being
the Spirit of the Son, he proccedeth from him also. This expresscth his
relation to both persons. e is of them, by an eternal emanation or pro-
cession. The manner hereof cannot be comprehended by us. “The
Spirit, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, himself never be-
gan, ,l:‘ecause his procession is continued, and is from him who never be-

an.’

5 Here observe, “ that this procession or emanation does not include any
separation of the divine nature, but only expresseth a distinction of subs
sistence, by a propert[))' peculiar to the Holy Ghost.”t Though the per-
sons in the Godhead be distinct, the nature is one. Thus baptism is ad-
ministered not into the names of three, which might have led us to sup-

se a distinction of nature, but into the Namg, as only of one. And
yet the form itself tells us of no less than three. The ordinance reveals
all under one name, and that is no less than the Most High God. To
suppose that baptism is administered into a breath, an attribute, or even
into the name of a creature, is a visible and daring insult upon the first
and great commandment, “ Thou shalt have no other God before
me.” ’

“'The Spirit is neither said to be unbegotten, nor begotten ; lest if he
were said to be unbegotten, two Fathers would be understood as exist-
ing in the Trinity : if he were said to be begotten, as the Son, two Sons
would be viewed as existing in the Trinity. But that our faith concern+
ing the Father and the Son may be safe, he is only said to proceed. But
he does not proceed into the Son, and from the Son, to sanctify a crea-
ture, as some vainly imagine, but he procecds from both; because, as the
Father begat a Son, as from himself, so the Holy Ghost is said to pros
ceed from him also.”t But we must leave this subject under a vei? of
incomprehensibility, believing, admiring, and adoring “what the Sgirit
himself saith (concerning it) to the churches.”

8. Though the Spirit, in his official character, is sent forth by the Fa-
ther and the Son, yet he proceeds, applies himself to, and dccomplisheth
his work, as a voluntary and sovereign agent. This brings us full upon
the blasphemy of the Socinians and Unitarians,who affirm that the Holy
Spirit is the influential power of God ; and also upon the notion of one
w%o, although he differs from these heretics, in granting that the Hol
Ghost is the third person in the Trinity, yet he agrees with them in pull-
ing him down from being a supreme, to be only a subardinate agent.—
Saith he, “ We read of the Father and the Son breathing, expressive of

* Ambrose. ° { Dr. Owen. 1 Augustine.
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their performing certain works, by the agency of the Spirit. The very
reverse of this will appear, by comparing the mission of the Spirit, by the
Father and the Son, and the compliance of the Spirit himself, to accom-

plish his worl, as expressed in the scriptures. - .

1. God is said to give the Spirit. Saith Christ, “ Your heavenly Fa-
ther will give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him.” Thus, believers
are said 1o receive him: “We have received the Spirit which is of God.”
Correspondent to this giving and receiving, the Spirit is said to proceed.
Saith Christ, ¢ The Spirit of truth, which ptroceedeth from the Father, he
shall testify of me.” Had it been only said that he ‘was given, we could
not have known that thcre was any thing of his own wil/ in what he did.
But, as he preceedeth of his own accord unto his work, his own will and
comr’nission is plainly declared. “He divideth to every one as he
will” : R '

2. God is said to send the Spirit. ¢ The Father will send the Holy
Ghost in my name.” This is also spoken of the Son himself. “1 will
send unto you the Comforter from the Father.” 'This does not imply
any local motion, but only has respect to the special work be is to ac-
complish in and for a person, such as in the conviction and conversion of
sinners. . Saith Christ, ““1 will send him unto you, and when he is come,
he will reprove the world of sin,” &c. Nay, thc Holy Ghost may be
in persons in one respect, and yet sent to them in another. Christ prom-
ised to send the Holy Ghost to his disciples, as a Comforter, whom they
had received before, as a Sunctifier. Saith he, “I will send him unto
you, and ye know him, for he dwelleth in you.” Correspondent to this,

e is said to come: “If I go not away, the Comforter will not come.”—
Again, “When the Comforter is come.” So he is said to come upon per-
sons: “The Spirit came upon Amasai.,” (1 Chron. xii. 18.) “The
Spirit clothed Amasai, possessed his mind, as a man’s clothes cleave unto
him.” So again, “The Holy Ghost came on them, and they prophesied.”
(Acts xix. 6.)

- 8. God is said to minister the Spirit. &al. iii. 5, “He that ministereth
the Spirit unto you;” that is, he that gives you continual or abundant
supplies of the Spirit; as the apostle saith, “I know that this shall turn
to my salvation, through yeur prayerseand the additional supply of the
Spirit.” Agreeably to this, the Spirit is said to fall upon men: “The

Spirit fell on all them that heard the word.”

4. God is said to put his Spirit in or upon men. I have put my Hol
Spirit upon him.” The word signifies his actual bestowing. He dot
not send him, and leave it to their will and power whether they will re-
ceive him or no; but he puts him in*or upon them, as they shall be ac-
tually made partakers of Ylim, for the end to which he is designed. Being
come, he is said to rest : “The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him ;”
that is, abide and remain upon him, (i. e. Christ.) Thus, at his baptism,
* the Spirit abode upon hin.” -Saith the apostle, * The S?irit of glory
and of God (the glorious Spirit of God,) resteth upon you.” Where he
srests, he abides.. “ He shalt-abide with you forever.”

8. God is said to pour him out. “I will pour out my Spirit unto you.”
Again, “I will pour my Spirit upon thy sced,” &c. Correspondent to all
these particulars, he {s sometimes said to depart. So he departed from
Saul, and gave him no more qualifications for the civil government. So
he departs from some who have been under convictions, and made a pro-
fession of religion, but complying with the temptations of Satan, and ful-
filling their own lusts, he leaves them to perish eternally. David prayed,
‘ Take not thy Holy Spirit from me.” But, as to the saints, though he
may withhold the manifestations of his love, and the communications of
his race‘,{}rll some degreé, and for a fime, yet he will not totally and

oL. All, : P
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finally depart from them. ¢ The Spirit that is given to them shall be in
them a well of water, springing up to eternal li%le.”

Thus we have proved, from the scrigtures of truth, against all gain-
saying, that though the Holy Spirit, in his official charaeter, is sent forth
by the Father and the Son, yet he applies himself 10, and accomplisheth
his work as a voluntary and sovereign agent, “dividing to every one as
HE wiLL.” And as we could not do it in a more plain and concise man-
ner, we have borrowed the preceding particulars from that steady and
uniform writer, Dr. Owen,” who was rooted and established in the faith,
“as he had been taught,” and abounded in it.”* :

Reader, this is the true grace of God in which you stand ; therefdre, be
not moved away from this fundamental doctrine of the gospel. We ob-
serve,

6. Lastly, that the work to which the Father and the Son send the
Spirit, consists in acts of his power and love, which he volunterily dis-
plays in our salvation. Though this contemplation is limited principally
to the love of the Spirit, yet this Kower cannot be excluded, but is always
included. And by every act of his power, he displays the greatness of
his love, both with regard to the person and work of Christ himself, and
the application of the great salvation to his people, as will fully appear
from the next branch of our subject. :

[To be continued.]

Arrt. II.  Cause of Apostacy.
[Continued from Vol. XI.]

Others are continuing in a zound profession, and in some thoughts about
the Lord’s way, under the force of custom. We are sometimes attached
toa thiﬂg, because we have been lung accustomed to do it, and it has
become easy to us; and this is rgore likely to be the case, if it bas been
our fathers’ custom before us, and we have secn nothing different from

our earliest recollections. There is something of antlquity about it,which
strengthens our attachment.

It is to be feared that there are many who have nothing stronger or
better binding them to a sound profession. This brings up at the stated
time a sufficient quantity of apparently serious thoughts to satisfy their
conscience, and carry them through the form of Christianity, and make
them appear to be as good and religious as their fathers before them—
and this is enough. There are some of God’s rcal children to whom
much more than a sound form is not given, though truly desired and
sought by them; but these here have no wish or concern about any
more—they are content. Neither the events of Providence, nor thews
own varying necessities, make any difference to them ; their thoughts
and expressions are fixed as the stars in the heavens. All their religious
feelings and all their exércises are for set times, and they feel no need
or desire for them till the time ¢ome again.

Others continue their profession, and have their thoughts and medita-
tions on the subject, chiefly by the influence of society and of connections.
They have no affection, love or desire to the peculiar doctrines of their
profession, for its own sake. They pretend not to any great deiiggi
in ordinances or private duties; but conscience would not be sati

* D. Owen on the Spirit, Book 1, eNap 51.
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without paying some attention to religion. They have no very particular
fault to such a profession; and it is the profession of the place where
their lot is cast, or of the family in which they have been brought up,
or of that one in which they have formed their connections, or of that
community on whose custom and patronage their success in business de-

nds. And without making this profession, and some endeavors at re-
igious exercises, they would not have so much esteem, happiness or
success as they desire, nor would it be in any respects so convenient for
them. Therefore, they continue to make the profession, and to muster
up some trite thoughts and expressions to answer for their occasions to
appear friendly to the doctrines of the Reformation. But so soon as the
force of these things is withdrawn, or shall be exhausted, they can with-
out difficulty or remorse dro the whole matter.

May not this explain the rea son why numbers that professed Secession
principles all their days, in Scotland, and for aught that could be seen
about them were as zealous as their ncighbors, o soon as they enter this
free country, feel themselves liberated at once from all that characterized
them as members of the Secession "—why others, upon moving into a
new neighborhood, feel no difficulty in falling in with-a new profession t
and why some, when they are only for a few days from home, on some
business, .can try, with little or no compunction, to play their part at
Sx‘ny thing, if so be only they think there is no one present that knows

em.

There are others held to Reformation principles by the intellectual
pleasure which they derive from contemplating the beauty of its abstract
truths. They consider it pretty much in the same light that philosophers
doa veg beautiful theory, or as a mathematician does a fine demonstra-
tion in Euclid. They can speak well upon the subject, and seem to have
satisfaction in doing it. Some of these may write, and tperhaps preach
Reformatioa doctrine to good purpose ; and they may, if nothing come
to drive them away, continue doing so all their days. But the heart does
not obey the trath: it pursues its own course in an independent manner;
and this explains their otherwise unintelligible conduct. When they
speak on religious subjects, they seem to be really interested ; but when
they act in their occasions of life, you cannot think that their conscience
feels any force of the truth atall. And when the interests of their pro-
fedsion draws against the interests in which their hearts are engaged—
their money, their business, or whatever else it is—they are found stand-
ing by the latter, and the former is left to shift for itself. For serious,
godly conversation, and for the practical part of personal religion, and
the duties of brotherly love, sympathy, compassion, they seem to have
no taste at all.  All thesc things seem very surprising to those who do
- mot advert to the ground of their attachment to rcligion—mere intellec-
tual pleasure. :

And it is much to be feared that another very numerous portion of
professors are held to it merely by the spirit of opposition and the desire
of victory. They will argue their points with zeal, and strenuously con-
tend for every thing in the compass of their public profession. But when
those exercises of religion that are far more congenial to the new crea-
ture are called for, they are perfectly inactive. That is not their ele-
ment. For plain, direct acts of christian fcllowship, they have no taste.
But let these same things become matters in controversy, and presently
they are all on fire again.

Second. When the heart ceases to keep the Lord’s way, as above de-
scribed, ezertion in its behalf will be greatly diminished. This will hold
as a universal truth, with regard to any subject. If it is a system of
truth, or if it is only some temporal interest, or some calling, as sure as
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the affections and desires and delight of the heart in it decline, so sure
will the thoughts and meditations on it be less frequent, and cxertion. in
its behalf less vigorous and eflective. Perhaps I cannot refer to any fact
that will bring this general truth more readily and clearly before the
mind of all rcaders, than to the experience of high politicians. So long
as the electors consider the success of their party, or (butlneed scarcely
now use the phrase) their country’s good identified with their candidate,
their thoughts, like an overwhelming torrent, would bear him over every
obstacle to hig official elevation, and their.exertions in his behalf are un-
tiring, and almost unlimited. But so soon as he is separated from the
interest of the party, all the busy thoughts and untiring efforts in this
same man’s behalf, ar¢ syspended. He who but yesterday was every
where met by checring salutations, to-day finds every one cold, stiff and
formal—dry civility and polite evasions. . ;

It is now casy to understand how we will treat the way in which the
Lerd leads, when it is no langer “in the midst of our hearts.” Our
. prayers will be less earnest and frequent in its behalf. We will be less

watchful against the dereliction of truth and duty, or the entrance of in-
novations and corruptions, by oursclves or others. We will not go so
far, or labor so hard for it. We will not spend so much time upon it.—
We will not give so much of our money to its suppart. We will search
out excuses for our delinquencies, and aflect -to be injuriously treated
when they are not sustained. We will be more ready to catch at the
real or apparent delinquencics of others, and more hotly pursue them.—
‘We will be much less troubled about the interests which future genera-
tions have in it. Is not this what we are every where witnessing, and
that, too, every year increasing ! . :

‘Some generations ago, there were many individuals and families who
fasted frequently on acconnt of the affairs of the church, or any heavy
affliction sent on the congregation or on the family. Private mecetings
for prayer and spiritual conversation were a very common thing in most
congregations. Heads of families and schoolmasters painfully labored
to instruct the children in the truths of the Reformation. Poor laboring
people frequently contributed liberally out of  their hard earned pittance
to tﬁe support of the public cause of truth, They travelled great distan-
ces on foot to enjoy sealing ordinances, and the preaching of gifted min-
isters; and would be cheerful and content with any accommodations
they could obtain, and they frequently passed their nights in the fields,
when there was no place for them, or when there were so many strangers
that they could not all be accommodated. They did not grudge three
or four days lost upon a sacramental solemnity. They were frequently
exposed to bad weather, yct they thought it no sufficient excuse to stay
at home. They labored hard, lived sparingly, dressed plainly, and de-
nied themselves every superfluity, that they might be enabled to do these
things. But now the general course of conduct is surely gredtly changed.
Are not family and personal fasts and private meetings for prayer and
conference extremely rare! Relifgious instructions, especially in the
way the Lord has led, are banished from the day schools, and almost from
the family.. A few drowsy, languid efforts are made to have the Shorter
Catechism committed, and a Psalm or two, and the important work is

done with thousands of parents. )

*  Now we must all dress and live as others do, and appear like the world,
if we should go in debt for it, and therefore the interests of the Secession
cause may call and beseech us, by all their scriptural excellency, and all
their pressing necessity, as loudly and patlictically as1they please,we have
not at any time but little, and oftener nothing at all to spare to them.

-
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We cannot go over a mile or two to meeting on foot. -We cannot be
exposed to the weather for sake of going to hear a sermon, or to attend
a sacramental occasion. We grudge to spend so many days. We
must have a fine church, crimsoned, cushioned and carpeted; we must
have correct singing, er going to church would have no relish to our sons
and daughters. - : » .

But again ; when the nccessary comforts and convenicnees at a place
of worship are really wanting, there is not enough of spirit for the public
cause to procure them. We have neither money to spare for your Mo-
nitors and old standard books, Testimonies, Confessions, &c., nor have
we time to read them. ‘ ,

Is not this the state of matters very generally? And, after all the
pains taken to excuse the matter to the conseience, and persuade fellow
men that our plea of exemption is honest, the only cause sufficient to ac-
count for all tﬁis lack of energy, this frigid indifterence, is the want of
heart. «1 said this people eris in heart.” Where professors are as truly
interested, and find all their spiritual joys and delights as much identified
with the cause of God, as men find their temporal prosperity with dili-
g;:nce in their business, their efforts in support of it will be similar.—

ot more certainly does the shadow follow the body, than energy and
activity in support of an object will answer to the measure of love and
affection to that object. If the Reformation principles be in the midst o\f
the Aeart, the widow will give to their support her “two mites,” even all
her living ; but if not there, the rick will put them off with being exceed-
ingly sorrowful that they cannot give any thing.

ut it is needless to dwell on that which is every where seen and felt.

Third. When the heart ceases to be delighted with the Lord’s way,
the knowledge of it will decline. This is a necessary consequence. That
subject in which we feel little interest, and on which our thoughts
scarcely ever turn—in behalf of which we do not feel disposed to do
rouch, must soon slip out of our particular knowledge. When men are
dead or long absent, they seldom come into our mind, and we forget their
manner of life, personal appearance, countenance, voice, and every thing
about them. If we go to Hve in a foreign country, we will forget the
language in which we were born. So it must be in regard to the subject
of which I am speaking, when our esteem for it is gone. When parents
feel little interest in it themselves, they will be at little pains to instruct
their ¢hildren in it, and they, in turn, with diminished interest in it, will
be at less pains to teach it to their sons; and in process of time we may
expect a race to arise that know and care nothing at all about it. And I
appeal to all who have turned their attentinn to these things, if such a
race be not mow upon the earth, and in the bosois of churches called
Reformed ! even the very soundest and clearest on doctrinal truth! In
the same congregation, you may find individuals in all the several meas-
ures of knowlcdge and of interest that have marked the retrogade course
of the churches since the purest and best days of the Reformation.—
Some few are still to be found (long may they continue,) Fossessing clear
views of the doctrines, distinct and exetensive historical knowledge of
the way and manner in which, and the persons by whom the Reforma-
tion itself was brought about, and likewise of the wretched state of bon-
dage, political and religious, in which the world was held by the Pope of
Rome and his creatures, immediately before it. They know the mighty
change which it produced, and they appreciate duly the ameliorations
which it wrought in the state of society, and the unspeakable privileges
which it restored to the people of God, and their heart is in it, and they
are now weeping over it. But they are very few. o )

There is anotier class, more numerous, in whose minds the impressions
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of all these things are faint and scarcely intelligibles They have heard
the old people talk about the Reformation, and about the Reformers, as
very bold and extraordinary men. They have some tolerable knowledge
of the leading doctrines of grace. They think it is “well enough for the
church to have a Testimony—they see no harm in it;” and the measure
of their interest in it may beinferred from their own words, which are.
often repeated, viz: “they see no.use in being so strenuous about points
as their fathers were: some of them sacrificed their lives foolishly,” &c..
- There is a third class, which I fear is the major part of many a con-
gregation, who know nothing more of it than the name ; nothing of the
mighty struggle between Bible truth and Popish blasphemy ; nothing of
the hardships, persecutions and deaths of the gifted, self-denying men,
by means of which the God of our Lord Jesus causes them this day to
enjoy freedom, civil and religious. They know not the reasons why they
are not this day prostrating before some image of the Virgin Mary, be-
seeching her to use her interest with her Son, or obtaining absolution
from a priest, with a sum of money. Neither are they sensible of the
obligations that lie on them, for the happy difference of their condition—
nor the weight of their responsibility to continue it to their children. It
is with difficulty they make a few correct statements of their belief to a
minister and Session, when admitted to the Lord’s table; and if charita-
ble allowance ‘were not often made for weak faith and small attainments,
they could not be admitted at all. ’Tis but one or two heads of doctrine
that they do clearly understand. : -
They know not why there should be a public Testimony—why a
scriptural Psalmody only—why public religious covenanting: without
any fixed belief or distinct apprehension in their minds, they can gravely
assent to every proposition, as itis read and explained before them ; they
can promise the whole course of life required by their profession, and
yet at the same time heartily mean and purpose nothing. And, as they
do not have the knowledge of the Lord's way, it is impossible that they
can esteem it in their hearts, or exert themselves in its behalf. It is like
a dead language, of which indeed they can name the letters and pro-
nounce the words, but they know not their meaning, and of course can
neither be convinced nor persuaded by the argument in them, nor moved
by their eloquence. To these you may explain and teach with a]] dili-
gence and painfulness, all your life long; it is all vox et preeterse nihil,
nothing but sound. The sense of duties sits lightly on their minds.-—"
Sometimes they have it in a small degree, but often they have it not, and
almost any thing can drive it away, and duty is easily forgotten, or
through carelessness omitted- They cau be now and then from the pub-
lic preaching, upon the most trifling grounds. Fagily worship is not
observed morning and evening; secret prayer is seldom practised. Al-
most any worldly business can deter them from attending a meeting of
the congregation for public business. They are defective in the measure
of support which they promise to the ordinances, and negligent in fulfil-
2E even that; and very many of christian duties are never attempted at

There is a fourth class, in what is ealled religious community, more
numerous than the preceding, that know nothing at all of Reformation
rinciples, and care nothing at all about them; and from all that can be
earned of their mind from their actions, they are determined not to know.
They appear to be afraid lest truth should force itself upon their convic-
tions, ere ever they arc aware of it, and therefore shun every appear-
ance of it. Introduce it into conversation, in the most inoffensive and
winning manner possible, and they are as silent as if their thoughts had
all become instantly extinct; and their soul had become inert. Explain
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it to them in a set discourse, and they are scarcely conscious of hearing
you speak. Offer it to them in a book, and they will not buy it. Lend
it to them, and they will not read it. As a last resort, ask a little money
from them to carry on this work and way of the Lord, seeing they are
- very liberal to any thing and every thing else,.and all at once they be-
come very economical, and cannot sgare it.= .

Of this sort, you will find not a few of the sons and daughters that
bave been baptised in the Associate church, and have lived to years of
maturity under the eye of her members, in full communion. But as for
them, they care nothing about the vows of baptism, or the profession ;
and if they were to think of the thing, they consider any other profes-
sion just as good as this. When they become the head of a family, they
keep aloof from all religious exercise together: no secret prayer, no
family worship, no asking a blessing before meals, is in their habitation.
Not the least regard is paid to any thing spiritual or christian. You
would be tempted to imagine yourself transported into the heart of Hin-
dostan, where the gospel has never reached, although it is but the next
door 10 a dwelling in which you were in the company of the righteous,
where “is heard the melody of joy and health.”. .

But it is only a small proportion of this sort that have any kind of con-
nection with the Associate church, or any other orthodox body. They
meet you every where in the protestant world, by thousands; in Scot-
land, England, Ireland, Europe and America; in every Congregational,
Presbyterian and Episcopal connection ; in every grade of society, and
every office in the church. You will find them in the pulpit, in the judi-
cature, at the press, and possessing a prevailing influence over public
opinion. These are the people that * will not endure sound doctrine ;”
that “have turned away their ears from the truth, and are turned unto
fables;” and “by reason of them, the way of truth is evil spoken of.”—
(2 Tim. iv. 4; 2 Pet. ii. 2.)

Now, rcader, let me here stop to ask you a question. Suppose the
Pope be now mustering all his forces, in order to crush the Reformation
at once, and suppose that nine-tenths of the Protestants who have to stand
ia defence are people of the above description, what have we to expect 1
Look to it, for this is the true state of the case. They, the Catholics, are

uring into this country, with the knowledge and design of the popish

oly Alliance, by hundreds of thousands, every year.” They are sup-
plied with abundance of money. Their religion is adapted to the taste
of sinful men and women—their cause is daily becoming more popular.
And this is not all : they are the sword of God Almighty, which he is
drawing out of his scabbard, to avenge the quarrel of his covenant ; for
we Protestants have lightly esteemed the freedom which he wrought for
us in the Reformation, and cast it behind our backs; and it is but just
that we should be made again to feel and know the difference between
his service, and the service of the Pope and the mother of harlots and -
abominations of the earth. “What wiﬁ ye do in the day of the Lord’s
anger 1’ What will any of the fore mentioned classes o cFrofesors, (one
excepted) do to save the world from being again trampled under the feet
of his Holiness at Rome ? What will your liberal views, your unions, your
compromising policy, your banishing of all party distinctions and secta-
rian principles, do to fortify the minds of Protestants against the assaults
of his “ all deceivableness of unrighteousness,” or sustain their souls un-
der the pressure of his “violence?” The words of the prophet come
forcibly to my mind here: “Thou also shalt be drunken; thou shalt be
hid ; thou also shalt seek help, because of the enemy ; all thy strong
holds shall be like fig trecs with the first ripe figs; if they be shaken,they
shall even fall into the mouth of the eater. Behold thy people in the.



16 Canse of Apestacy.

‘midst of thee are women; the gates of thy land shall be set wide open
to thine enemiies; the fire shall devour thy bars.” (Nahum iii. 11,
19, 13.) , , B

Had the prophet lived in our times, and been sent with a warning,
threatening voice to the Protestant part of commanity, I cannot conceive
any terms in which he could have more truly sct forth our danger, and
our perfect weakness to meet it. Such is our profoand ignorance of Re-
formation principles, and our disesteem for them, and to such a length
has the inad spirit.of licentiousness carried us, that we—millions of us—
are as ready to fall into Roman Catholic sentiments, as the first ripe fig
was to fall into thec mouth of the eater. And those who still have some
head knowledge of these things, are in respect of attachment to them,
and strength of heart 1o defend them, but as women.

But to rctarn. There is still a large portion of what is called Christian
community, whose character has not bcen fully taken up under -any of
the preceding descriptions, because they have passed them a.great way
in their apostacy from God. Nor do 1 well inow how to bring them
Tully before the reader. . .

I must go back to the point from which I started, and state first, that
the Lord’s way has no place in their hecarts. Their meditations, affec-
tions, desires, love and delights are all cmpty of it. They acknowledge
not its authority, and yield it no obedience. Their hearts feel at liberty
to embrace whatever objccts they choose, among the many that present.
Each chooses according to his own taste, or, more properly, according
to his reigning passion or lust, and therefore there is a great variety.—
Let us look at it for a moment, as it is foretold in 2 Tim. 1ii. 2, 3,4: “For
men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, proud, boasters, blas-
phemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural af-
fection, truce breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce despisers of
those that are good; traitors, high minded, lovers of plcasure more than
lovers of God,” &c. Had the grcat apostle been a great painter, and had
a large portion of the present generation sat for their likeness, he could
not have drawn them so accurately as they are in this moral picture.
He does not in each expression give you, it is true, every featare of the
character of each class, but he gives the most prominent and leading one
in suchl vivid colors that no man of discernment can fail to recognize the
original. : . :

. % Lovers of their own selves”—selfish to an extreme. There is no way
of inducing them to engage heartily in behalf of another, or in any pub-
lic cause, if their own interest is not to be promoted by it.

“ Covetous.” So greedy of gain, so ardently desirous to be rich, that
it pains them to se¢ another obtain en advantage. They have no time
for family religion—unothing to spare for “ him that needs.” 1Itis all a
saving that can be kept back from support of gospel ordinances. If pro-
duce or trade bring not in so much as they expected, they are almost
ready to say that Providence has wronged them out of their own.

“Proud.” They despise others, and the things and doings of others.
There is nothing done, if they have not done it; nothing is worthy of
notice, if it is not theirs ; nothing puts them in greater distress than to
make others equal to them, especially in that thing in which their pride
delights peculiarly to dwell. -

“ Boasters.” It is difficult to give such instances of boasting as will

lace them fully before the reader’s mind, because almost every thi
13 matter of boasting now. We boast of “our enlightened age,”

the “march of mind;” our “rapid improvements,” our “ independence,”
our * republican institutions,” our “happy country.” And this isnotall;
we might be borne with 1o this extent of folly; but we boast still more
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loudly of our “charitable views” and “liberal sentiments,” our “free-
dom from a sectarian spirit,” ““our benevolent associations,” and- “our
. liberal donations.” We are a large body; we have our improved mode of
conducting public worship, and of illustrating doctrine; and the praises
of our religious meetings, down pourings of the Spirit, hopeful conver-
sions,"and fervent piety, might rend the very heavens. v
. “ Blasphemers,” that is, those who speak evil of any of God’s names,
titles, attributes, ordinances, word or works. If the Reformation
was a work of God, (and who dare dispute-it,) then this generation
cannot satisfy itself with enough of evil said of it. The sole use of
the inspired Psalms in the praisc of God. is, we know, one of his ordi-
nances. Some are proud to be perfectly ignorant of them, and ask
with an air of curiosity, “if they are made usc of in your churches.”
Otrhers charge upon them the most grevious things, such as hindering de-
votion, breathing a revengeful spirit, and being unfit for christian worship.
If the Sabbath be his ordinance then are there many blasphemers of it.
If the doctrines of a free salvation, be, in substance, a part of his word,
then we know they are cvil spoken of] in the most solemn and deliberate
manner from the pulpit, the press, and in the private circle. The names
and titles of God are exceedingly profaned in common conversation, in
almost every circle. -
“ Disobedicnt to parents.” It is not obedience to parents to submit to
their authority until the age of twenty-one, merely because the law of the
country will compel us to do so, or because it is commonly done. It is
not nbedience to parents, if we do it from the same disposition with a
slave. It is not, unless we do it from love and veneration, and a sense of
gratitude; nay, not unless we “obey them in the Lord,” and if this be a
correct statement, then disobedience to parcnts has become one of the
great transgressions of this generation; and out of it springs that mpu-
dence that mocks at superiority, and that bold licentious daring which
sets all law at defiance. Children put on the airs of men, and treat men
like children, just becausc they have been allowed to trample on parental
authority. The first human beings we should esteem, and estcem the
highest, is our parents; and if our turbulent passions are allowed to dis-
regard them, it is impossible that we should be expected to esteem any
other according to their place or station. -
“Unthankful” That is the same as ingratitude, which is a base dis-
position in the estimation of all men. To say nothing of what is done in
private, if a man would give away a whole estate in aid of what are
called benevolent associations, he will get no thanks. It is enough for
him that he escapes the reproach of being behind the spirit of the age.—
Humble petition has almost grown into a demand, and voluntary donation
intd a debt. And it were the less a matter, if the name of charming be-
nevolence were in mauny cases not used to conceal base hypocricy,” self-
ishness and down-riznt villany. But we ought to wonder the less at in-
gratitude towards 1ncn, when the countless benefactions of God himself
are overlooked and abused, to the service of sin, his greatest enemy, or
altogether denied. His air which we breathe, his light which we behold,
his earth which we enjoy, his rain &ec., is nought, or ours of right. Our
fine country, our abundant crops, our prosperous trade, our national pros-
perity, frce institutions, &c., all are ours. Itis our right hand and our arm
that has done .all—as much as if there were not a God in heaven at all!
Reader, the utterance of such a sentiment in the light of your understand-
ing may well make you startle, bat it is indeed the language of many
hearts. And as for religious freedom and pure gospel ordinances, who
and where is he that is careful to bless God for them? Generally speak-

Vov. XL ' 3
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ing they are rather matters of tolerance than of gratitude, and it is quite
enough if men give to them a yawning drowsey attendance.

« Unholy.” ?f allowed vanity be as defiling as it is disgusting, if cov-
etousness be equivalent to idolatry which is spiritual whoredom, if car-
nal talk on a Sabbath-day be an unboly thing, and if a carnal mind
through the wreck be a troubled ocean “continually casting up mire and
dirt;” if, when the sow that was washed, again wallows in the mire, and
the dog returns and eats his own vomit; or, when we confess and pray
and fast, and then deliberately return to the commission of the same sins
again, it is by all reckoned abominable,—then what multitudes of unkoly
people are there. : :

Arr. III.  Vindication of the Principles of the Church of Scotland, in
relation to Questions presently agitated : An Mddress by the Associate
Synod of Original Seceders.

(Continued from Vol. XI.)

The Synod having thus 'declared their disapprobation of what is de-
nominated the “ Voluntary System,” consider themselves called upon to
express their views regarding the corruptions which attach to the reli-
gious establishments of this country, and particularly that of Scotland,
from which they are more immediately in a state of secession. And
they cannot enter on this subject without premising, that one reason wh
they regret the extreme to which some Seceders have of late proceeded,
is the tendency which it has to discredit and weaken the force of that
testimony which they still continue to bear against these corruptions, and
to induce the members of the Establishment, in self-defence, and from
the dread of revolutionary efforts, to color over, to support, and to cling
to, what otherwise they might have been - disposed to condemn and re-
move.

It was quite natural that ministers and members connected with this
Synod should have been led, in the contest which has lately arisen, oc-
casionally to co-operate with those of the Establishment in opposing the
scheme which aims at a divorce between religion and government ; and
to take part in meetings and petitions for the repeal of the law of pat-
ronage—a grievance which affects men as citizens as well as church
members. 1ad they renained passive and indifferent as to this last arti-
cle, which entered so immediately into the ground of the contendings of
their fathers, and the causes of the sccession, they would justly have ex-
posed themselves to the suspicion of insincerity in the testimony which
they have borne against that evil, if not also to the suspicion of wishing
it to hang as a millstone on the neck of the Establishment, or to remain
as a ground of perpetual separation. Some have taken occasion, from
this circumstance, to represent the ministers of this Synod as ready. to
return to the Established church; if lay patronage only were abolished,
and a door opened by the church herself for their reception. To remove
this misrepresentation, to give direction to the people under their charge

- in a critical time, and to let all men know what are_their principles and
views, they think it necessary to be explicit on this head. -

Our objections to the Established Church of Scotiand are nct confined
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to her administration. We cannot unreservedly approve of her consti-
tion, as it was established at the revolution. Though our fathers were
in communion with that church, yet they, together with mauny faithful
men who died before the Secession, and some who continued in the Es-
- tablishment after that event,were all along dissatisfied with several things
in the seitlement of religion at the revolution, and in the ratification of
it at the union between Scotland and England. The first Seceders, in
their Judicial Testimony and Peclaration of Principles, specified several
important points with respect to which that settlement involved a sinful
departure from a previous settlement of religion in Scotland, which dis-
tinctly held forth as exhibiting the model, in point of scriptural purity -
and order, of that reformed counstitution to which they sought by their
contendings to bring back the church of their native land. This Synod
oc'cugy the same ground with the first Seceders. They are aware that
the Established Church of Scotland has it not in her power to correct
al the evils of the revolution settlement, which they feel themselves
bound- to point out; but they cannot warrantably quit their position of
secession, until the Established church show a disposition to return to
that reformed constitution, by using means to correct what is inconsistent
with it, so far as it is competent to her, in the use of those powers which
belong to her as an ecclesiastical and independent society under Christ,
her head, and by due applications to the State for having those laws re-
scinded or altered which affect her purity and abridge her freedom. It
will be found, on a careful and candid examination, that a great part of
the evils, in point of administration, which are chargeable on the Church
of Scotland, may be traced, directly or indirectly, to the defects and er«
rors cleaving to her Establishment at the revolution; and, as it is her
duty, so it will be her safety, seriously to consider these, and, following
the direction of scripture and the example of our reforming ancestors, to
confess them - before God, and seek their removal. '
The revolution settlement came far short of embracing the former
attainments of the church and nation in religious reformation. In gene-
eral, its grand defect lay in wholly overlooking the civil and ecclesiasti-
cal reform attained to between 1638 and 1650, generally termed the pe-
rind of the Second Reformation. -
The Synod are not disposed to judge harshly of men who had recent
ly escaped from the furnace of persecution, and who had strong tempta-
tions to contend with ; but truth compels them to say; that the proceed-
ings of the church at that period were slso marked by sinful defects,
which, from the injurious influence they had vn her future history, de-
mand especial notice. Pleased with wha¢ they had obtained, and afraid
of offending the civil powers by what might be construed as unseasona-
ble interference, the first General Assembly which met after the revolu-
tion, in the year 1690, sat down under the above Establishment, without
making a single remonstrance against its defective character, or exerting
their intrinsic powers as a court of Christ, to supply, so far as lay within
their own province, what was wanting. No act was passed approving
of the several steps of reformation during the second reforming period,
confessing the defections made from it by the church and nation, or vin-
dicating it from the indignities cast on it in the great apostacy of the two
preceding reigns. Though the royal prerogatives of Christ had been
then daringly invaded,and the whole government of the church imfiously
usurped by the erown; yet that Assembly neither formally condemned
these usurpations, nor expressly asserted the sole headship of Christ over
his church, or her intrinsic power, as his spiritual, free and independent
i m. Nor did the Assembly, either at that or any subsequent meet-
ing, aseert the perpetual obligation of our national covenants, or even the
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morality of these deeds, in the perfidious violation of which all ranks had
contracted so much guilt.

But what tended more perhaps than any thing else to swell the torrent
of defection which overrun the Church of Scotland so soon after the
revolution, was the tame submission of the church to the terms preseribed
by the State for the admission of the Episcopalian ministers into her.
communion, simply on their subscribing the Confession of Faith, and
their engaging not to seek the subversiorg of Presbytery, as being the
only recognized government of this church. The consequence of this
was, that hundreds of ministers were admitted into her judicatories who-
were either secretly attached to episcopacy, or desiitute of all fixed
principles on the subject of church government, justly suspected of error
in doctrine, and chargeable with having given their countenance to all.
the defections and the tyrannical measures of the former reigns. The
consequences of this unfaithful policy, particularly as it eftected the
northern parts of Scotland,where conformity to prelacy had chiefly pre-
vailed, continue to be felt in the councils of the church down to the pre-
sent times. Nor were persons excluded from acting as elders in these
judicateries, who had dipped their hands in the blood of the saints, and
gave no satisfaction for this and other sins. In consequence of the de-

ects of the revolution settlement, and the neglect of the church to
assert firmly and explicitly the divine right of church government, en-
croachments were repeatedly made on ecclesiastical liberty ; and even
when the State did not dircctly interfere by proroguing and dissolving
General Assemblies, the church courts fcll ‘under political management,
from which, and its baneful effects, they have not escaped to this day.—
These causes led, at an early period, to the formation of what has been
called the moderate party, which, for upwards of a century, has had the.
mana(gement of the judicatories, and has not only defeated every attempt
to reform the church, but uniformly supported the cneroachments of the
State on her remaining liberties, and given its decided countenance to
Arian, Pelagian and Arminian errors, vented by ministers in her com-
munion. At the same time, the minority, who, from the pulpit or in the
church courts, bore testimony against these evils, were subjected to cen-
sure for their faithfulness. And thus the leaven of heresy, publicly coun-
tenanced by the judicatures, soon spread throughout the church, pervad-
ing all her admipistration, till the most numerous, as well as the most
influential party ecame the avowed supporters of doctrines eversive of
the gospel. This charge is not brought against them by Seceders alone :
it has been admitted by mewabers of the Establishment themselves, among
whom nothing is more common than to distinguish the opposing partics
in the church by the names of moderats and evangelical. It was this
rapid progress of errorin doctrinc, cohnected with the [yrannica] admin-
istration of the church, particularly in the applicasion of the Jaw of pat-
ronage, which had been restored in the year 1712, that was the imme-
diate cause of the secession in 1733—a step which our fathers considered
absolutely necessary for the vindication of truth, and no less nccessary
for the relief of parishes groaning under the oppression of a system which
intruded on them an unfaithiul or unedifying minister.

This Synod have always condemned that article in the treaty of unjon
between England and Scotland, by which the Scettish nation gave is
consent to the perpetuating of the hierarchy in England, as inconsistent
with a previous treaty, sacrediy ratified, which provided for “the refor-
mation of religion in the kingdoms of England and Ireland, in doctrine,
worship, discipline and government, according to the word of God, and
the example of the best reformed churches,” and for the complete abali-
tion of prelacy, as the great obstacle to this most desirable object.. In



The Original Seceders. ' 21
consequence of the legislative union with England, the imposition of the
abjuration oath and the test act, with other causes, the members of the
Scottish Establishment were gradually led to look upon conformity with
the Church of England as innocent, until at last all proper sense of the
evils of prelacy, and of the semi-popish ceremonies with which it has
always heen combined, is in a great measure worn off their minds. After
what the Synod have already advanced, it is hardly necessary for them
to say that they feel no sympathy wijth such views. They look on the
refusal of the English church to reform, and the obstinacy with which
she continues to cling to flagrant abuses, as one great cause of the critical
state into which our ecclesiastical establishments have been brought.—
Had the plan of religious reformation and uniformity laid down in the
Westminster standards been honestly carried into operation, it would
have prevented that vast increase of dissent which now threatens, and at
no very distant period may accomplish, the subversion of the whole En-

lish Establishment : nor, in that case, would Ireland have presented the
umiliating spectacle, in the ninctecnth century, of a nation forming so
\ntimate a part of this Protestant empire, groaning under the miseries
superinduced by papal ignorance and superstition. It is dceply to be re-
retted that the Church of England, which promised, in tge reign of
dward V1., to become the bulwark of Protestantism, should have fallen
into the hands of arbitrary princes and ambitious churchmen, who, by
moulding it to suit their own worldly views, deprived it of the power of
self expansion and self purification. Asitis, the Synod must condemn the
constitution of the English Establishment as decidedly Erastian, in con-
sequence of the power granted to the king, as the temporal head of the
church, and supreme judge in all causes ecclesiastical. . The civil places
and power of churchmen,and in particular the appointment of the bishops
as a constituent portion of one of the estates in Parliament,under the deno-
mination of lords spiritual,we consider to be as detrimental to the interests
~ of religion, as it is inconsistent with the nature of Christ’s kingdom,which
is “not of this world.” The whole frame of the heirarchy is without
the shadow of foundation in scripture ; a corruption of the primitive or-
der instituted by Christ in his cﬁurch, which originated in human inven-
tion, and was carried to perfection under antichrist; a government in
which the discipline and laws of Christ's house, for maintaining truth and
purity, are deprived of all force ; and which, therefore, may be aholished
without endangering the existence or marring the beauty and efficiency
of the English Establishment. We have not overlooked, nor have we
eontemplated with an indifferent eye, the late increase in the number of
evangelical and zealous ministers within the Established churches of En-
gland and Ireland ; but on the other hand, we cannot conceal from our-
selves that these Establishments, as presently constituted, are fitted to be
the tools of statesman ; that their bishoprics and other rich benefices will
nerally be bestowed on those who have the greatest political influence,
and that it is vain to expect that an cffectual check will be to put to
pluralities, non-residents aad sinccures. While, therefore, we disclaim
.all connection with the principles of those who are now seeking the sub-
version of the Establishments of England and Ireland, we are equally
unprepared to join in the latitudinarian scheme, which, regarding all
forms of church government as indifferent, would perpetuate the hierar-
chy, in the vain hope of seeing it converted into an cffective organ for
reforming the church, and diffusing the blessings of religion throughout
the nation. A .
To return, however, to the Scottish Establishment, in which we are
more immediately interested, the Synod readily admit that, of late years,
there has been a revival of evangelical doctrine within her pale, and it
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ives them much pleasure to observe other movements, particularly as to
chapels of ease, which are of an encouraging nature ; but they regret to
see that no measures as yet proposed for that purpose strike at the root
of the evils which have long tarnished the-glory and marred the useful-
ness of the Church of Scotland, or promise to remove these so as to pre-
pare the way for their return to her fellowship. A scriptural reformation
never did, and never can, take place in a church by half measures. The
call of Christ addresssed to the church of Ephesus, is applicable to all
churches in similar circumstances, “ Remember from whence thou hast
fallen, and repent, and do the first works.” Little or no disposition, hows
ever, as yet appears, at least in the Courts of the Established Church, to
return to her reformed and covenanted constitution. In the recent de-
fences of the Establishment by its ministers and members, references are
sometimes made to the first Reformation, but seldom to the second, though
it not only comprised all that was excellent in the first, but carried the
churoh forward to higher attainments. Though it is undeniable that, at
that period, the reformation of the Church, combincd, as it then was, with
a reformation of the State.in matters connected with religion, was bless
ed by heaven for the revival of practical godliness, to a degree that has
scldom been equalled in this or any other country,—there seems, even
among the most zealous reformers within the national Church at present,
an aversion to the measures then pursued, and the principles then main-
tained, which affords us little ground to hope for a similar revival of the
Divine work. _

At the second Reformation, the scriptural origin and authority of
Presbytery was distinctly asscrted and demonstrated, in opposition to
prelacy. This ground, however, has been generally abandoned, even by
the evangelical party in the Church ; and it would appear from thé lan-
guage of some of the late most strenuous defenders of our Establishment,
that they would have been equally pleased had Episcopacy been the es-
tablished religion. This may be traced partly to causes already stated ;
partly to the latitudinarian views adopted by the orthodox during their
unsuccessful struggle with the moderate party in the eighteenth eentury.
The Synod lament this indifference, not on?;' as manifesting a want of

ratitude to God for the deliverance granted to Scotland from prelatie
50mination, and of proper respect to the memory of our ancestors who
shed their blood in this cause, but as indicating much ignorance of the
real importance of the controversy maintained in this country between
presbytery and prelacy, which involved the liberties of the Christian
church and the rnEhts of the Christian ministry,and as obliging the friends
of the Church to fight their ¢ Voluntary"” adversaries at great disadvan-
tage, while they occupy -the low ground of expediency, both as to an
Establishment and the Church established. \

During both reforming periods, solemn public engagements, and the
renovation of them, were remarkably blessed for promoting reformation,
and reviving it when nearly overthrown by its enemies. Proceeding on
the principle which lies at the foundation of national establishments of re-
ligion, that organised society, whether civil or ecclesiastical, is the sub-
ject of God’s moral government, as well as individual persons, and, as
such, capable of social engagements and public faith ; and that society
thus constituted, is recognised both by God and man as a permanent

body, whose moral identity is unaffected by the constant change taking
" place among the individuals composing it,—our reforming ancestors con-
sidered that our national covenants, having a permanent object, must be
of perpetual obligation on all ranks in these lands to the latest posterity :
amre man{‘ of them sealed their testimony for this sublime truth with their
blood. The same doctrine is held by this Synod ; and so long as thie
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doctrine was held by Seceders in general, they never once dreamed of
waging war against the principle of Establishments. Buat how much so-
ever the ministers of the present Establishment disagree with the advo-
cates of the “ Voluntary” system in other respects, the most of them
seem to go hand in hand with them, in treating with negleet, if not with
contempt, these national deeds. We cannot avoid declaring, that they
have in so far abandoned one of their principal strongholds as a putional
Church. They hold their temporal emoluments by a national grant made
to them at the time of the Reformatjon; but can they with a good grace
plead the permanent obligation of the national faith pledged in that grant,
so long as they overlook or deny, the permanent obligation of our national
engagements in support of the Reformation itself 1 If the natien has
proved unfaithful in the one-case, and they have kept silence, without
testifying against breach of covenant as a great national sin, can they
reasonably cxpect that it will prove faithful in the other? By abandoning
the Reformation as a covenanted work, and dropping from her profes-
sion the continued obligation of these national deeds, the present (ghurch
of Scotland has, done more to-pave the way for her own ruin, than all .
that has been done, or could have been done by ¢ Voluntary Associations,’ "
bad she pursued a different course. The National Covenant, as renew-.
ed in 1638, and the Solemn League ard Covenant, though condemned by
the law of the State, are approved by laws of the Church, which have
never been set aside by any ecclesiastical authority .: but these have long
been a dead letter; and a party who refuses to renew a lawful contract
which he has failed to perform,.is viewed, in the sight both of God and
man, as disowning it and setting itsobligation at nought.

It was, moreover, the uniform practice of the Reformed Church of
Scotland, in her purer times, when threatened with danger, from within
and from without, to return to God, by making public confession of her
own sins and those of the nation, and by renewing her covenant with God.
The year 1596 exhibited the rare and edifying spectacle of a whole Ge-
neral Assembly publicly confessing, with tears, the sins with which they
were chargeable in their station, and, with uplifted hands, renewing
their former vows, preparatory to their engaging in a more extensive
purification of the Church. All who are acquainted with the history of
the Church know, that the same exercise was repeated, at various sub-
sequent periods, and that the present standards of the Church of Scot-
land are the direct and intended results of the Solemn League. The
Synod, however, are sorry to observé little or no disposition, as yet, in
the national Church, to acknowledge the several steps of defection from
her reformed principles and practice, and-that, if alluded to at all, these
are spoken of as abuses that have accidentally crept in during the lapse
of time, and not as sins, highly dishonouring to the great Head of the
Church. We trust, that many individuals in the Establishment feel very
differently; but the general - prevalence of this tone of feeling, even
among the better party, gives little encouragement to expect a dutiful re-
turn to God. A Chvrch which remains proud and unhumbled, under
threatened judgments and visible marks of divine displeasure, cannot be
a reforming Church. . : .

Farther, in former times, few things more distinguished the Church of
Scotland than her faithfulness in maintaing the purity of Christian and
mibisterial communion, b{‘ purging the Church of unworthy members
and erroneous teachers. The Synod, however, have too just cause to
complain of the general relaxation of this ancient discipline in the present
Establishment. The total want, in many places, of kirk-sessions, (where
all discipline en the members of the Churcﬁ ouiht to begin,) the want of
due qualifications to the eldership generally, the prevalence of private
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baptism, and the almost indiscriminate admission to sealing ordinances in
numerous congregations, by means of which profaneness and inattention
to religious duties are countenanced and encouraged, are evils which;
from being overlooked, if not sanctioned, by the higher judicatories;
amount to a systematic and allowed laxity of communion, very different
from those incidental acts of mal-administration which are inseparable
from the present imperfect state of the Church, and do not warrant se-
paration. With regard to public teaching, it is notorious, that, for more
than a century, Arian and Arminian tenets were taught from many pul-
pits of the Church of Scotland ; and that even in the present time, the
designation of Moderate, as applied to a large party in the Church, in-
dicates a radical difference in doctrine, as well as in views of church
polity, from the party styled Evangelical. We admit, that the Assembly
of late discovered a laudable zeal in condemning what was called the
Row Heresy., But we have to complain of the indefinite language in
which that condemnation was cxpressed, as calculated to injure truth,
especially when we consider, that it was founded on the act of Assembly
1720, condemning the Marrow of Modern Divinity,—an act which gave
just cause of oftence and alarm to some of the most excellent men then
in the Church. Nothing tends more to obscure the gospel, or 1o perplex
the exercisc of scrious persons, than to confound the assurance which a
person may have of - his being a Christian, with that appropriating as-
surance, or fiducial reliance on Christ, which is founded on the Divine
testimony. 'This last, in common with all the reformers, we consider
as belonging to the nature of saving faith. - Had the late Assembly ad-
verted to the fact, that their predecessors, in 1720, had, in their eagerness
to guard against Antinomianism, contradicted an express doctrine of
their own Confession, by condemning the assertion, that belicvers are
wholly free from the law as the convenant of works, they would have
chosen a safer guide in their procedure against modern errors. We are
constrained to add, that nothing like the same zeal has been displayed
in rebuking the errors which appear on the “Moderate” side of the house;
and if we were to-judge of the future faithfulness of the Assembly from
the manner in which they dismissed the charge brought, at their last
meeting, against a Revcrend Doctor, of having published Arminian doc-
trine, on a simple disclaimer by himself,—a mode of procceding similar
to that employed by the courts, toward the close of last century, in the
case of Dr. MGill of Ayr, we would have little encouragcment to ex-
pect a speedy return of the Church of Scotland to purity of doctrine.
The late decision of the General Assembly on Patronage is also very
discouraging. Perhaps no Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of
Scotland ever before gave such positive countenance to this infringment
on ecclasiastical liberties. Though they hardly expected that the As-
sembly was prepared to petition for the abolition of the law of Patron-
age, the Synod cannot refrain from expressing their surprise at the at-
tempts made to deny that the Church of Scotland was originally, and by
her constitution, opposed to that law. They had supposed that none, who
had studied her principles and contendings, could fail to perceive, that
not the abuses merely, but the very existence of lay-patronage in the
Church, is condemned in her ancient standard books, and fqrmed the
ground of her continued protest, from the first dawn of the Reformation
almost down to the conclusion of the last century ; that, even in its mild-
est form, and when checked in every possible way by her own laws, it
was felt and denounced as a grievous yoke and burden ; that in short, it
was condemned, not simply on account of its inexpediency, its injurious
tendency, or its unlimited pretensione, but as, in its own nature, a sinful
encroaczment on the spirituality, the freedom, and independence of the
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Church, and consequently on the royal prerogative of Christ, her Divine
Head. To whatever extent our reformers may have differed, at different
eriods, as to the particular mode of ecclesiastical election, and whatever
Intergretations may be put upon the Books of Discipline and Acts of As-
sembly regarding this, there never existed a doubt or dispute about pa-
tronage, which they uniformly declared to be incompatible with the free-
dom of election in every form—an absolute and unmingled evil, which
they found it necessary to tolerate as a grievance, but which, lest their
toleration should be construed into a sanction of it, they never ceased to
condemn as a usurpation on the part of the state, from which they pray-
ed to be delivered. - During the reign of “ Moderation” at the close of
last century, the instructions annually given to' the commission of the
Asszmbly, to seize every fit opportunity of petitioning the legislature for
the repcal of the Patronage Law, were allowed to drop, on pretext of
the friutlessness of the appeal.  But the last mecting of the Assembly, by
refusing, in opposition to the geuneral wish of the Christian people, and
notwithstanding the prospect of success, 1o petition for that repeal, for-
mally stamped on that law their seal of approbation. Nor is this reme-
died by their Declaratory Act concerning Calls.  Viewing that act mere-
ly as a provisional measure to counteract the evils of patronage till its
removal could be obtained, we would object to it as making the absence
of dissent from the patron’s presentation, the ground of the Church’s pro-
cedure to settlement, insteacrof the call of the people. But our chief ob-
Jection lies against it as a substitute for the protest formerly maintained
against patronage, the continuance of which it contemplates, and atiempts
to perpetuate, by . rendering it less obnoxious to the people in appecar-
ance ; while the cumbrous appendage of rules by which it is proposed to
carry the act into execution, 15 calculated to deter a prudent people from
an opposition, which, how rcasonable soever it might be in itself, would
involve them in all the intricacies of troublesome and expensive litiga-
tion. .
.W'e find ourselves called upon, thercfore, to re-assert the ancient doc-
trine of the Scottish Church, that the order of election, according to the
word of God, “cannot stand with patronages and prescntation to bene-
fices ;" which, as the barbarous names themselves would denote, « flow-
ed from the pope and the corruption of the canon law only.” We main-
tain with our fathers, that lay-patronage must, from its very nature, be
Incompatible with the independence of the Church as a spiritval society ;
and that the State has no more right to clect the pastors of the Church,
than the Church to elect the rulers of the State. How would it be tole-
rated, were the General Assembly to assume the power of nominating any
of the king’s miuisters and officers of State? or were a foreign prince to -
claim a_similar power, even though a veto should be left in the king’s
hand 7 What a mock would it have been thought, if the recently created:
electors had got only a veto! And why should the Church, the freest
-society on earth, the much-loved and honoured spouse of Christ, whose
liberties have been purchased by the blood of her Divine Head, and se-
cured by the charter of heaven, be subjected to a similar dictation on the
part of the State? Is it because there is no king in the midst of her?
or because it is thought that the rights of his kingdom may be more safe-
ly invaded and bartered away, than those of carthly sovereigns 1 Is it
because the legislature presumed that her watchmen were become blind
and dumb 1 or that her citizens were now prepared to crouch toa yoke,
which formerly “neither they nor their fathers were able to bear?’ It
is impossible that a church can be truly free, so long as the initial ap.
Poi‘ntment of ber ministers is vested in a foreign power, over which she
“or.. XII, -4
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has no control—so long as her pastors must ask’ admission into her pul-
pits, and her people must submit to receive them, at the hands of persons
who may not be only dliens to the Church, but her avowed enemies, infi-
dels, or profligates.

(To be concluded.)

Arr. IV.—The Sabbath Magazie.

" This is a work published Month:‘y in the city of New York, and edited
by the Rev. James Irvine ; and is designed to promote the observance of
the Sabbath. Each number contains 16 pages, and the price is 81 per
annum in advance. The editor concludes a long and well written address
as follows : . :

But the most alarming circumstance remains untold. Professing Chris-
lianx are chargeable with Sabbath violations. * Even with us there are
sins against the Lord our God.” The people of God have a moral in-
fluence which, when duly exerted, secures respect for every religious in-
stitution. This influence creates a great responsibility. But notwith-
standing this responsibility, multitudes of professors, and even ministers
of the sanctuary, can look with apparent unconcern upou the most dread-
ful scenes of Subbath profanation. They can witness the triumphs of
infidelity in weakening Sabbath sanctions, and yet exert little or no in-
fluence to shield this holy institution. There is with us more than this
negative guilt. Professors of godliness can even join hand in hand with
intidels in heaven-daring desecrations of this holy day! Ichabod, is an
inscription characteristic of the times with regard to the Sabbath: *for
the glory has departed.” And is it not for wo, when the Christian’s
ark of glory thus falls into the hands of the uncircumcised? It is for our
gffliction, and their destruction. '

From the great importance of this holy day, and the prevalence of its
profanation, it must be manifest to every reflecting pious mind, that a
great Subbath reformation is necessary. 1f we would preserve all that is
valuable in human attainments, and prevent the dark and murderous reign
of infidelity ; leave to our children the rich legacy of well regulated civil
institutions, and further the eternal interests of generations vet unborn,
we must speedily put forth all our energies to efiect such a reformation.

To this great work the church must be excited. She must exert all
her energies. From the pulpit and from the press, the Sabbath’s
righteous claims must be urged ;—and ever{ private Christian must give
all his influence in favor of the work. Welk-informed holy zeal is requi-
site. ‘This sacred fire, kindling from heart to heart, will soon reach
thousands; and by its genial influence, warm them into life and activity
in this cause of God and of the world. The fervent and importunate
prayer of faith must be superadded. This will secure the shield of Om-
nipotence to cover and protect this holy institution ; and engage, if there
were need, legions of ministering spirits, to promote, in ways unknown,
this holy work. _

But reproach of conscience will effectually suppress the risingsof holy
zeal in any cause, and entirely prevent holy boldness at a throbe of
grace. Heavenly fire kindles only in purified hearts ; and the hands that
are lifted up without doubting, must be Aok Aands. The successful re-
former, therefore must be self reformed. - An exemglm_'y observance of
the Sabbath is the best recommendation that any Christian can give of
this holy institution. And when the church “ looks forth as the morn-
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ing, fair as the moon, and clear as the sun,” then is she “terrible as an
army with banners.” , -

hen the church comes up rightly prepared for the work, and with all
her energies exerted, it will soon be accomplished. The blessing of the
God of Israel will descend upon her, and her labors will be crowned with
abundant success. Her own numbers will be greatly increased, and her
influcnce greatly extended. Then, a “ fountain shall come forth of the
house of &e Lord, and shall water the valley of Shittim.”

In every department of the great Christian enterprize, the genial in.
fluence of a Sabbath reformation would be felt. In the promotion of this
holy cause theé friends of every moral and religious institution should mao-
ifest a deep concern. :

In a word, the best interests of our country, and of the world require
such a reformation. : '

But in the accomplishment of an end so desirable, care in the selection
of the most suitable means is highly requisite. The importance of a well
conducted periodical publication, devoted expressly to this cause, can
scarcely be doubted. The powerful influence of such publicatious, de-
signed to promote special objects, has been felt in other departments of
moral and religious reform ; and this fact warrants the expectation of a
similar result iu this cause. Of this we have for a long time, been fully
-persuaded. Our belief is confirmed by the concurrent judgment of all
whom we have consulted. And with the advice of several judicious lay-
men and clergymen of different denominations; and assured of their aid
by articles for our pages, we have been induced to commence the publi-
cation of the SaBBaTH MaGazZINE. |

Should it be objected, that such a work will not find access to those
who need it most; we might reply, that this objection would stand with
equal force against every publication designed to promote moral reform.
But the objection is also met by the idea already advanced—that the
work of Sabbath reformation must begin with professing Christians ; and
be promoted by the influence of koly ezample as well as of holy precept.
But we add moreover, that we design, should we reccive patronage suf-
ficient to meet the expense, to strike off in tract form, and for gratuitous
distribution amo abbath acholars ; children, J'outh, and others who
may be found in the streets on the Sabbath ; and all ethers who may
stand in special need of such instruction, such articles from the Maga-
gazine as pious and judicious advisers may, from time to time judge to
suitable. ) '

Should it be objected, that there are already many religious publica-
tions conducted by pious and experienced editors, who are warm friends
to the religious observance of the Christian Sabbath ; and that these are
sufficient for all the purposes intended in the establishment of our Ma-
gazine :—We would reply—that we are happy to join in full commen-
dation of the piety and ability of these respected brethern: but, as their
publications are either of a general character, or, if particular, for other
special ends, than by us intended, we consider the necessity of the Sab-
bath Magazine by no means superceded. We will bless God if we may
be enabled to become auxiliary to them in advancing the cause of our
common Lord. We feel the full force of the fact, that religious publica-
tions are so multiplied that it is difficult for less wealthy Christians to

ive encouragement to every department in the Christian enterprize.

ut we would plead the importance of our cause ; and notice the small
sum required from each subscriber. We also indulge the hope that se-
veral of the more wealthy and liberal friends of the Redeemer will en-
able us to send this work to the poor and needy. )

Anticipating the desire of the Christian public to know the principles
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of the Editor, and the manner and spirit in which he proposes to conduct
this Magazine, we here distinctly state that we hold :—That, since
the resurrection of our blessed Redeemer, the first day of the week, de-
nominated in the New ‘Testament the « Lord’s day,” is the Christian
Sabbath : That the Christian Sabbath is of moral and perpetual obliga-
tion until the end of time: That its right observance requires us to de-
sist from all wordly employments, except works of necessity and mercy ;
aud to spend the whole day in the public and private exercises of God’s
appointed worship :—And that Parents and Masters are bound to permit
all who are subordinate to them to rest from their lubor, and to encourage
them to keep this day holy. And while it is our belief that, in the pro-
motion of Sabbath sanctification, much more may be expected ft"om
moral suasion than from legal coercion, we nevertheless boldly maintain,
that legal enactments in favor of the Christian Sabbath, and to prevent
external violations of this consecrated rest, are not only right, but right-
eously required of all who arc clevated to legislative “authority in this
Christian land. ‘ :

Although we will fearlessly maintain these principles ; we purpose to
avoid as far as possible, the controversial form. When we speak of the
duties, or practice of those in civil authority, we purpose to do it in terms
expressive of due respect. Even when we oppose the principles and
gractice of unbelievers, we purpose to bring no “railing accusations ;"

ut to use the dictates of eober rcason and experience, in connexion with
the plain and forcible doctrines of divine revelation. These are the
v?e:lpons which we have selected to use in defence of our avowed prin-
ciples. :

Every thing that is properly denominated scctarianism will be careful-
ly excluded from the Sabbath Magazine. , T

Confiding more in the counsel and assistance of those who have kindly

romised us aid than in our own wisdom or strength ; earnestly solicit-
ing the prayers of all Christian brethren, and humbly, but firinly relying
ﬂron Him who can make effectual the means used to promote his own
glorious cause—we enter l{yon this important work.

ours most respectfully,
’ - JAMES IRVINE. -

Naw-Yorx, A. D. 1835.

Ar?. V.—Thoughts on the Temper and Employments of the Lord’s Day.
BY THE LATE WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, E5Q.

With respect tothe general temper to be maintained on that sacred day,
we ought, upon our first waking, to give it a pcculiar welcome, rising
with great alacrity, and, if we can, a little earlier than usual, hailing its
return with joy. Then, dismissing worldly thoughts, we should endeavor
to cherish those that are spirituaFand heavenly, and to manifest through-
out the day, in a more striking inanner, a spirit of love, sceking to have
the image of our heavenly Father more legibly impressed upon us, being
followers of God as dear children, and walking in love, as Christ also
hath loved us, and given himself for us. We should pray for more peace
and joy in believing, and abound in hope through the power of the Holy
Ghost; thus proving to all around us the happiness we experience, and
showing them that we are more in our proper element this day than on
any other, and tacitly inviting them to partake of the same privileges.
Our accents should be kinder, and our countenances should beam with
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livelier joy, and each interval of social recreation should have a savor of
our eternal Sabbath above. 4

With respect to our employments, one of our earliest aund most serious
exercises, should be fuithful and minute self-examination, that we may as-
certain in which direction we have been proceeding, and what has been
our progress, warking our deficiencies in the past week, asking on what
subjects our thoughts have turncd at intervals of leisure, upon what ob-
jects our affcctions have been chiefly set, what has been the character of
our conversation and the tendency of our influence ; inquiring whether
those with whom we may have associated can bear us witness that we
have sought to lead them to greater love to God and greater devotedness
to his service ; as we shall wish we had, when we meet them in the
eternal world ; finding out what were our tempers, under any petty pro-
vocation to which we may have been sulject, whether we exhibited the
meekness of Christ, whether we were rcady to deny ourselves when
duty called, whether we have been more earnest in our secret devotions,
whether we have wasted less precious time. Thus we should enter into
detai| according to our character and temptations. Various other points
also should be looked into ; I mention these only as a specimen. :

Secondly, we should engage in the public services of the church, with
seriousness, prayer, and an anxious desire for improvement ; seeking in
the prayers to have real communion with God, an unbroken interview,
as it were, with him ; hearing his word with humble desire to profit, and
listening to the sermon, sensible of our own utter inability to profit by
any means, withoutdivine assistance, and locking to God to give the in-
crease. After church, we must be on our watch, lest our great spiritu-
al enemy robs us of the good seed that may have been lodged in our
hearts. I think it a good plan, and I wish my dear children to remem-
ber it, to turn the heads of the sermon into prayer on our return home.

A third cxercise for this blessed day, is, the numbering up and setting
in order before the soul, all the mercies we have received from God, ever
since we were born, to the present hour. - There is no sin oftner reproved
in Seripture, and none, I am persuaded, of which we shall be found more
guilty at the last day, than ingratitude. Let us think of the time and
country in which we live, of the numerous evils from which we are ex-
empted, of the temporal comforts we enjoy, of our religious privileges,
the means of grace in such abundance, and with such clearness the hope
of glory. Let us consider all the ways by which the Lord has led us,
all the long suffering he has shown towards us, all the strivings of his
blessed Spirit, which we too often have resisted. Above all, let us
praise him for his unspeakable gift, in so loving the world as to give his
only Son for our redemption. It is indeed true that, when memory has
done her utmost, ten thousand of His mercies will escape our recollec-
tion; but even such an imperfect retrospect as we can take will soften
our hard hearts, and tune our. voices to Join with the heavenly choir in
ascribing blessing, and honor, and glory, and thanksgiving, and power,
unto Him that sitteth upon the throue and to the Lamb.

Intercession is a _fourth sabbatical exercise, and to my mind one of the
sweetest. 'To pour out our hearts before God for all classes of men, for
all who are in sorrow or suffering, in spiritual darkness or bondage. To

ray for the success of all good designs, and the wider extension of our
gaviour’s kingdom. It is cheering in this view to read, on a Sunday
evening, missionary accounts, which show how it pleases God to bless the
endeavors that are made to cnlighten the heathen. Especially we should

“intercede for all those who are dear to us by the ties of nature or friend-

ship, adapting our petitions to their respective characters and cases. My



0 Convention at Pittsburg. -

dear children may think of me at nine o’clock on the Sunday evening, as
mindful of them, and often also at three in the afternoon. '

As a fifth exercise, I would suggest that towards the close of the day,
we should direct our meditation to the heavenly state, that eternal Sabbath
of which this on earth is buta type. Let us pray that the eyes of our
understanding may be enlightened, while we dwell on some of those
glorious descriptions which are given us in Scripture, of that rest which
remaineth for the people of God. Take, for instance, that verse, *“ We
shall be like him, E)r we shall see him as he is;” or ‘that, ** We shall
know even as we also are known ;”’ or, when our minds are saddened
by the afflictions of beloved friends, “ Sorrow and sighing shall fles
away ;" a beautiful image expressive of their haste to leave the regions
of bliss. There “the inhabitant shall no more say, ‘I am sick; ¥
“ There shall be no night there ;” or, if we have lost any very dear to
us, let us dwell on that blessed declaration, ¢ There shall be no more
death,” “ Behold I make all things new,” “A:far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory,” “ A crown of glory that fadeth not away.”
Such meditations will sweetly refresh our spirits, and-enimate us to run
the race set before us with renewed vigor the ensuing week. Thus,
‘also, we may have a foretaite, even in this lower region, of those plea-
sures which are at God’s right hand, and may drink of the living fountains
of water by which the Lamb of God leads his flock in the heavenl
pastures, and of which he sometimes gives them a prelibation on this
side of the grave.

Arr. VI Convention at Pittsburg.

The convention was opened at the appointed time, with a sermon by the Rev. Dr.
Blythe ; after which, it was organized by the appointment of the Rev. Dr. Green, as
resident, the Rev, Mr. Witherspoon, as vice-president, and Messrs. Culbertson, of
Eanewille, and Fairchild, of Redstone Presbyteries, as secretaries. After the appoint-
ment of a committee to receive and report upon the character, &c. of documents, the
convention resolved to spend the succeeding day in acts of religivus worship—that,asa
convention, they might go-directly to the source of all wisdom, and to the giver of all
for direction and support. It was a day of particular interest to God's people

, and if we may judge from the decided, yet mild and harmonious action of the
body, it was a day pregnant with blessings to God's Zion. The Rev. Dr. Wilson, of
Cincinnati, preached in the morning ; a prayer meeting was held in the afternoon, and
the Rev. Dr. Junkin, president of Lafayette College, preached in the evening, On
Saturday morning, at nine o’clock, the convention assembled. . The committee alluded
to above reported certain documents, and recommendeq the reading of one which pre-
sented most, if not all the points of grievances under which the church groans, and
from which it is desirable to relieve her. After some interesting discussion, it was
yesolved that Drs. Junkin and Wilson, and the Rev. Mr. Witherspoon, together with
Messrs. Boyd, of Brooklyn, N. Y., Owen, of Bedford county, and George, of Balti-
more, be a committee to prepare & memorial, to be presented to the General Assembly
by the individuals composing the convention and any others who may unite with them,
when the convention shall have decided on the points to be embodied therein. The
following points have already been discussed and ordered into the hands of that com-
mittee, to be incorporated into said memorial, viz : the propriety and necessity of pla-
cing all institutions which are calcalated to operate an infloence in educating or sup-
rting our ministry under the direct jurisdiction of some ecclesiastical supervision; of
5’ ing all bodies which have been formed on the schismatic principle of elective
affinity; of taking measures to abrogate the plan of union of 1801, entered into between
the General Assembly and the Congregational church of New England. So far the
discussions have already proceeded, and during which some of the most fearful and
startling disclosures have been made. Systematic measures for disorganizing the
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church seem to have been in operation, not only under the eye, but the guidance and

direction of men who had sworn to support and defend that church! Yes, Sir, part of

a document was read from a Presbyterian minister, in which he combats & doctrinal

;pponent by denying that either he or his church adopts or believes in a Confession of
aith !— Presbyterian. »

Arr. VII. General Assembly.

L Prrrsaure, May 21, 1885.

The General Assembly ¢onvened this day in the First Presbytern church in Pitts-
burg, (Dr. Herron’s) and was opened with a sermon by the Rev. Dr. Miller, from the
text, ** We have this treasure in earthen vessels”—a good and appropriate discourse.
Rev, Dr. Lindsley, the last moderator being unable to attend the Assembly, requested
the Rev. Dr. William A. McDowell, by letter, as the previous moderator, to preach
the sermon and preside till another noderator was chosen. Dr. McDowell, being very
unwell, rec:Luestqd Dr., Miller to preaclt the sermon; and before Dr. McDowell could
take the chair, Dr. Ely stated that he was the standing organ of the Presbyterian
church during the interval of the Assemblies, and statel that as Dr. Beman was the
only previous moderator who was a member of the Assembly. he, by the constitution,
should preside ; he made a motion to this effect, and it prevailed. The Assembly then
had recess till after dinner.

After recess, a motion was made to reconsider the motion appointing Dr. Beman.
This gave rise to an animated and protracted debate, in which Drs. Miller, Magraw,
Blythe, Junkin, with the Rev. Messrs. Witherspoon, Elliott, Winchester, and some
others, contended that the chair ought to be occupied by Dr. McDowell ; and by Dr.
Ely, Mr. Darling and others, in opposition. The advocates of Dr. Beman took
tl; ferent grounds from one another. The second' general rule for judicatories reads

us : .
¢ If a quorum be assembled at the hour appointed, and the moderator be absent, the
last moderator present shall be requested to take his place without delay.”—Rules for
Judicatories, p. 451,

Dr. Ely, in stating this rule, put in after the word ‘‘present,” the following, viz:
¢ being commissioner to the Assembly.” The reasons why the motion to appoint Dr.
Beman prevailed, were, 1st. The members did not know that Dr. McDowell was in
the house. 2d. They supposed that Dr. Ely’s interpolation was a part of the rule.—
But during the discussion, some of the advocates of Dr. Beman took the ground that
the rule related only to the last moderator immediately preceding, and therefore could
not relate to Dr. McDowell. Others contended that these rules were not binding on
the Assembly. Among these were Dr. Wisner, of Rochester ; yet, as soon as the
moderator was chosen, these very rules were, according to uniform custom, read to the
moderator elect, as the ceremony of indnction into office! However, the motion to
reconsider prevailed, and the motion to appoint Dr. Beman was put again, and lost by
about 40 votes. Dr. McDowell was then appointed, nem. con.-

Dr. William A. McDowell, on taking the chair, said that he did not hald to the doc-
trine that Dy. Ely was the organ of the Presbyterian church during the intervals of the

.Assemblies.

Rev. Eliakim Phelps then nominated Rev. Mr. Leach, of Viri;miu. for moderator,
-and Dr. Miller nominated Dr. Phillips, of New-York ; and I}r. Phillips (an Act and
Testimony man) was elected.

For Dr. Phillips,ececececccsscsecttccciscnceassccsncsaass1l?
Mr. h’cocoho..anhltocolooo.u-o.on-'n.‘oco.lo.n 85 R
. —3 m’hﬂty.

I think Dr. Phillips will preside with great dignity and efficiency.

. Faioar, May 22,

To-day Mr. Breckenridge presented the report of the Board of Education, which,
although it contains some hard things for new school men and irresponsible association
men to digest, was, contrary to the usual custom of referring it to a committee, re-
ferred without a word of discussion directly to the board, with orders to print it. The
minute referring to Dr. Beman's illegal appointment yesterday,was referred to a select
committee, to bring in & minute giving a true historical statement of the case.—Pres

erian.
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- Affuirs of the Monitor.

. Awr. VIII.  Affuirs of the Monitor:

. Itis a maiter of thankfulness to the publisher, that, under many disad-
vantages, and in the face of the popular current of the age, divine Provi-
dence has continued this work in existence for so long a period. Peris
odical works and newspapers, ol a professedly religious character, which
are nevertheless in many respects unfriendly to Reformation principles,
have become so numerous, and many of them, ewing to an extensive
patronage, are afforded at so cheap a rate, and 2re so constantly urged
upon the people by extraordinary cxertions, that the field for circulating
the Monitor is extremely limited. Yet, in reference to it, we are enas
bled in some degree to adopt the language of the apostle, “Having there-
fore obtained help of God, we continue unto this day, witnessing both to
small and great.” - '

Owing to a variety of causes, such as dcaths, removals, inability to
pay, and in some instances indifference, there is always at the end of
each volume a number of discontinuances; and these must be supplied
by others, or the work cannot be supported. ~ Some suppose the work
too dear; but its comparatively limited circulation, and the amount of -
losses are such, that it cannot be maintained for a less price. Others,
again, suppose it might be inproved, and because it is not in all respects
Eerfect, they stand aloof. But such as look for a perfect wark of this

ind, look for what has never becen, and never will be. And if any one
should be slow to believe this, let him make the attempt to produce one
more perfect. Every possible exertion has been made, and frequently at
the expense of losing patronage, to maintain the peculiar principles of
the Secession church; and the same course will still be pursued. There
are but few who make any pretension to the general principles of the Se-
cession, who do not admit in words the importance of those principles,
while many such are as far removed from the genuine spirit, sentiments’
and practices of the early Seceders, as the modern Lutherans are from
the l)eprinciples of the intrepid Reformer whose name they are still proud
to bear. .

Respecting controversial articles : these cannot always be excluded—
nor would such a course be at all desirable. Many of the great princi-
ples maintained by Seceders may be viewed in different aspects by dif-
ferent minds, who are equally devoted to the same cause. A manly and
temperate discussion of difficult points is desirable, and has a tendency
to add to the reader’s stock of knowle(flige, although different writers may
entertain views exhibiting shades of difference. ’

It is hoped our correspondents will continue their exertions to furnish
our pages with a sufficient quantity of original matter. Without their
aid, the exertions of the publisher would avail but little.

The twelfth volume will be commenced with a number of extra copies,
under the expectation that they will be subscribed for.

Whether the Monitor is still to continue, as heretofore, to pay its
monthly visits to the scatiered families and congregations of the Asso-
ciate church, bearing some word of instruction or comfort to the sincere
inquirer after truth, depends entirely upon the exertions of its friends.—
To them the question is submitted, and to them it belongs to return such
an answer as the cause of Zion's king, the good of their own souls, and
the souls of such as are entrusted to their care, may demand at their

hands.

0
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Art. I Cause of Apostacy.
[Continued from page 18.]

“Without natural affection.” Such an affection as should be in parents
to their children, and in children to their parents. This charge rests on
the same persons who are disobedient to their parents, for these two
‘charges cannot be separate ; and also on those parents who are “lovers
of their own sclves,” “proud, boasters, covetous,” &c. These disposi-
tions are at variance with true natural affection, and consequently,where
they have the ascendancy, natural aflections can scarcely have any place.
It is affecting to sce parents carrying their authority up to the limits af-
fixed by the laws ofP the land, and taking all the service and profit off
their children which they may, until they are twenty-one years of age;
and next, on the other side, to sce the children the very next day turning
round and claiming, with the same legal tone, remuneration for the least
further service,—and it is a thing to be oftcn seen. No doubt what is
plead for is true—that this is just: so it would be, also, between a
master and a scrvant or apprentice ; but where is the natural affection of
it? The stork, whose name is borrowed from this Greck word, is said
never to leave its parents, but to feed and protect them to the last. How
rarely is this the case among the present generation of human beings!
It is much more comnion for children to avail themselves of their legal
rights, like the Jewish youths of old, who took advantage of the popu-
larity of the tradition, and said, «it is Corban.”

Again: on the other hand, if to be cold and careless about children’s *
eternal salvation, and to be all earnestness and concern about their
worldly advantage, indicates a want of natural affection in parents, how
many parents want it! What multitudes of parents making a profession
of religion, are content—not only content, but very desirous, to procure
that situation for their children, which promises fairest to make them
wealthy, or to elevate them to places of honor or trust, though surround-
ed with temptations to become profane and wicked, and neglect and de-
spise all those things which belong to their eternal peace. If he or shs,

Vou. XII 5 '
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as the case may be, that is proposed for a new connection, have only
money or property in hand or in prospect, that alone weighs down every
consideration of spiritual things in the minds of parents.

« Truce breakers.” A truce is a treaty or an agreement, made and
ratified in the most solemn manner, pledging for its fulfilment all their
interest in a future world. All engagements under oath and solemn vows
may be considered as coming withiu the meaning of the term. If a man
is indacted into office by oath, it is equivalent to a truce, or solemn en-
gagement to fulfil the duties of it. And is not the breach of such engage-
ments come to & most appalling height? When a man or woman, at
their entering on a profession of religion, promises, before a Session con-
stituted in the name of Jesus Christ, to walk according to it, it is surely
a very solemn engagement: so it is when parents, in receiving baptism
for their children, promise to bring them up “in the nurture and admoni-
tion of the Lord.” Such, also, are the vows of ordination to the elder-
ship or the ministry. But how are these engagements kept by the gen-
erality 7 or rather with how many aggravations are they broken and cast
by? Are they any thing more with vast multitudes than mere ceremony,
made without previous consideration or serious purpose, and forgotten
and disregarded on the same day? They are dead letters in the history
of the man. Not a few this day are, with deliberation and purpose,
avowedly acting in plain contradiction to their most solemn vows ; advo-
cating measures which they were sworn to oppose ; preaching doctrines

which they had solemnly denounced. I appeal here to many who yet.

know and understand these things, if there are not whole societics of
professors, yca, nations, most deeply involved in covenant violations. And
this matter is of so old a date that it has long since dropped out of the
mind, and so common that it is nothing thought of. If you speak seriously
of it, it will be held in derision, or, to say the least, it is a dead language,
which they have long since ceased to understand.
Among these truce breakers, there are no doubt many wha are so from
. ignorance and carelessness, not understanding what they are doing, nor
anxious to inquire after it. But there are others to whom this charity
cannot be extended. They have knowledge sufficient to understand their
golemn vows, and “specak lies in hypocrisy ;” for it was never their seri-
ous, deliberate purpose at all to endeavor to walk up to them. It was
only because there was no other way of obtaining the external privileges
or office which, for some reason or other, they wished to enjoy. There
are many that become truce breakers because (strange to telll) they think
they. would be uncharitable and bigotted towards those who differ from
them if they would strictly adhere to their vows! Their charity bids
God-speed to every one that goes by. They must hear and commune
with (ghrislians of every name, and applaud the doctrine which they do
not believe. The preacher that is sprung out of this sort cautiously hides
in his bosom the peculiarities of that system of truth to which he gave his
solemn pledge at license or ordination, if the audience, or a part of it
disapprove of them, and he makes as though he would be understood to
hold the opposite doctrine ; and he endeavors, upon this same plan, to
“become all things to all men.” These men would make you believe
that they could take you into their heart for very love. They will pour
encomium upon yourself and your way of faith and worship, till you are
out of all countenance. The difference between them and you, if we
believe them, is exceedingly small ; yet it is all “lies in hypocrisy,” in
the hope of proselyting you.
But, reader, can_the men who trifle after this sort with their most
solemn pledges to God and man—preaching one doctrine to-day, and en-
deavoring with all their ability to be thought friendly to its opposite to-
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morrow—worshiping in one way at home, and for mere compliment’s
sake approving of another abroad,—can they seriously believe that the
. Bible i1s the word of God at all? 1 think they cannot; and were it not
that the church stands on a rock, against which hell will never prevail, it
would make me tremble to think what numbers of Deists are thisday pre-
tending to be her ministers, elders and pcople. :
¢« False accusers.” Diaboloi or devils, because false accusers act so
much in the character of the devil, who is called “the Accuser of the
brethren, which accuses them before God day and night.” (Rev. xii. 10.)
This vice flourishes, and has a numerous and increasing class of practi-
sers: go to an election, and you must both see and hear them. Read
the public papers, and you will frequently meet whole columns of delibe-
rate and digested slander. Place “the way of truth” before the religious
public, and by the generality of those who condcscend to notice it atall,
1t will be « evil spoken of.” It is called cold orthodoxy, and the few peo-
ple who still adhere to it are loaded with opprobrious epithets. Bring to
remembrance the martyrs and reformers by whose means we enjoy so
many privileges, and it is a thousand to one if the tribute paid to their
memory be not that “they were fools.” This is little better than to call
them Aeretics, which their mortal enemy at Rome calls them, from whom
neither mercy or truth is ever more to be expected. Such as yet adhere
to Reformation principles are accused of being “ behind the spirit of the
afe"—“only a fgw removes from barbarism” —‘‘untriendly to the spread
of the gospel in the world”—*¢a hindrance in the way of harmony among
the christian denominations”—¢ uncharitable and bigoted.” These_ are
grave accusations, and in so far as they lie against the principles of their
profession, they are fulse. ’

“ Incontinent.” It has been thought by some commentators that this
whole passage was intended by the inspired apostle as a prophetic de-
scription of characters that were after to appear in the ranks of the
ﬂeat Popish apostacy ; and that they would, among many other vices,

incontinent. And that there have been and still are many such among
them, in all orders, from the Pope himself to the lowest of his creatures,
is well known to all that are acquainted with their true history, their
vows of perpetual celibacy, and higher claims to chastity notwithstand
ing. And I admit that that apostacy has brought, and still brings forth,
all the characters in this passage by thousands, and that it has a respect
to them. ’

But if we suppose that there are nonc to be found in any other con-
nection answering this description, or if we suppose that an apostacy
from the Reformation cannot bring them forth to as great maturity,
we are grossly mistaken. That there are many expressions of
character, in dress, language and amusements, far removed from
the spirit of chastity, to be seen in Protestant communities; and that
there are multitudes of lewd men and women in our cities, towns
and villages, and places of public resort, is undeniable. Whence are
they! and where are they baptiscd? and who are their parents'—
Are they all within the Romish communion 7—all the suporters of
the theatre, masquerade and ball room, and the numerous fashiona
ble excitements to unclean passions? It is not so. There is a large
proportion of them Protestants by name, and not a few of them by pro-
fession. And it is progressive apostacy from Pratestant faith and prac-
tice, that has generated and brouﬁht forth such characters. _

« Fierce.” Those who have this as their predominant trait are easily
offended, and they carry it high. Anger quickly rises to passion, and
passion to rage, which vents itself in loud and clamorous speeches and
threatenings, and frequently in deeds of vengeance. Iknow not to what
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else to ascribe the numerous quarrels and outbreakings that frequently
happen among us; the many law suits ; the horrid cruelty of husbands
to wives; the murders, duels and suicides which are continually reported
in the public journals. :

“Despisers of those that are good”—that are conscientious in their pro-
fession—observing the Sabbath in a spiritual manner—refraining from
carnal conversation, and endeavoring to be spiritual in all their deport-
ment.  Those that are good are humble, self-denied, patient, forgiving,
returning good for evil. They stndy 1o bring to pass in practice the
whole o% their profession; they study to be stronger in the word ; they
bewail their corruptions; they thirst after likeness to God ; his daclara-
tive glory is their highest aim; gratitude and love is their strongest prin-
ciple. There are few, very few of such people now among us, yet there
are some; and it is not easy to know how many or where they are.—
They lie hid and concealed ; and the reason is, because they are any
thing but popular characters : they are despised by the atheist,the wicked
and profane—despised by the gay and fashionable, the ignorant, the un-
thinking: they are despised by all such as hate sound doctrine—as make
light of consistency in a profession—as are full of the modern charity,
and its interminable scheming : yea, they arc despised by. their pear
neighbors. Sometimes this despising of them may stop with simply
overlroking them, or, at most, undervaluing them; but it frequently
goes further, and breaks forth in terms of opprobrium, ridicule and con-
tempt. .

“PTraitors.” The térm traitor is applied to Judas, because he betrayed
his master into the hands of his enemies, under the character of a disci-
ple, and with the pretence of friendship. But the same thing may be
still done. There is such a thing as erucifying Christ afresh, and so there
is of betraying him afresh. Christ identifies himself with his church and
his truth; and whoever betrays them, betrays him—they are trattors, who
ever comes into a church, professing to espouse her profession, and then
lays her and it open to the attack of enemies, whether in a private or
public way, they are traitors.

When the officers of the church admit known enemies into her fellow-
ship, or connive at their remaining in it; when ministers, notwithstand-
ing their solemn vows to their profession, give help and countenance to
those who are opposed to it ; when ministers and people, under pretence
of union or of extending the sphere of their principles, give up the pe
culiar truths for which they contend ; and when, along with tﬁesc, the
property or money received in trust, to be expended in support of these
peculiarities, are also given up, I would consider it as in efiect betraying
Christ, with more or less aggravation. And if this be betraying, surely
we have enough of it. Those who will be unfaithful in these things,want
nothing but a favorable opportunity and a little stronger temptation, to
go farther. There is treachery in the heart, which the love of truth has
not power 1o overawe. Such men are just as fit to betray private inte-
rest and the nation’s prosperity, as to do what they do. When we look
back on the conduct of ministers and people for these fifty or sixty years, -
and consider how general and popular this same conduct has become, we
have great reason to be afraid that the great and glorious Reformation is
near being given into the hands of its mortal enemics, the Roman Catholics.

“ Heady.” This term is of the same import with rash, hasty, precipi-
tate. When men have so strong a confidence in their own judgment as
to think zeflection superfluous, even before the most important steps, and
without hesitation proceed upon first impressions and first views, they
may be called heady. How many things of the greatest weight are done
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in this way ! and how many are there that do them? This precipitancy
may be seen in every department of life.

A single thought is enough to decide on a marriage connection which
is likely to affect our social, moral and religious habits, to the end of life.
A first impression of a new business or a new country often times cuts a
man loose from all opportunity of waiting on his religious profession, and
draws him into the midst of snares and temptations to become hardened,
profane and wicked. The first view of some new theory in theological
metaphysics, or of some new mode of doing God service in the church,
is sufficient to call all the powers of the individual into action, and b
his spark, a hundred are set on fire, and by the hundred, the thousand,
and by the thousand, the million, and in a few weeks or months, changes
will be introduced in the religious community that would have cost our
fathers many years. ‘This is called the mighty spirit of the age, and the
march of mind, leaving our fathers in the distance, when it ought to be
called rashness. The rapidity and the greatness of the things done, act
like showers to the roots of vanity, pride, and sclf-righteousness, in the
growing strength of which, children open their mouths to despise men of
renown.

The next thing in the verse grows out of this, viz: “high-minded.”—
It signifies herc to be puffed up with pride, to be elated. The rapidity
with which the people of this age are now accustomed to do great
things, (after their kind,) is an exccllent means to produce this effect on
their minds, and answers well to the sense of the original, primitive word,
which signifies smoke ; for a great deal of what is done by the rash and
heady is little else but smoke. Its first appcarance looks prodigious : it
overspreads and darkens the whole heavens, aid we are tempted to think
the world is on fire with zeal: but after a few years, it is all blown
away. Still it has this effect, to elate and puff up the mind; and this
has grown to such excess among us, that men will not scarcely stoop to
move in the common way of doing any thing, or if they do it, it sinks in
their esteem below its worth, on that account. Hence it comes to pass
that plain, sober life is despised by multitudes, and has gone into disuse.
They are never satisfied unless they are doing something extraordinary,
and without blushing for their own vanity and ostentation, claim for it
that name, to the disparagement of others.

“ Lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God,” or rather than lovers
of God. If a neutral person were to inspect thém, in order to find out
who they were, he would percelve, indeeg, that they professed to love
God, but their life and manners would deny that, and make it manifest
that they were lovers of pleasures. It is hard to say what pleasures, for
there are many pursued, and therefore are expressed by the plural—
many Kinds, degrees and times of pleasures. And they are so often at
them, that one looking on would say almost all the time. It is
their trade, their calling—it is their meat, their drink, their element.
Some pleasdres are pursued more than others, and some in a more open,
public manner than others. The whole world knows to what extent the
. pleasures of drinking to drunkenness have been pursued, till of late that

it has been made in some degree unfashionable.  The pleasures of dress-
ing the body have been and still are pursued with unabating passion.—
The pleasures of costly and splendid buildings, public and private, costly
and stylish furniture, and sumptuous tables, abound. Pleasure parties
have become exceedingly frequent. Night assemblings, balls.and theatres
are 1o be met with even in remote and obscure country places. There
is another pleasure which I had almost forgotten, not les:asenemlly J)ur-
sued, nor less opposite to the love of God: it is novel reading,—and all
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these by people descended of Protestant parents and professors—them-
selves baptised—many of them professors, and not a few pretending to
rank with the foremost. What a contrast with the style of life in better
times! the plainness, the simplicity, self-denial, sobriety and seriousness
of our reforming ancestors! The gold has become dim ; the crown has
fallen from our head. Woe unto us, for we have sinned a grievous
sin ! :
[To be continued.]

ARrT. 1. The Love of the Holy Spirit, displuyed in our Salvation.
' (Continued from page 10.)

We now procced to contemplate how the Holy Spirit displays Ais love
distinctly, with regard to our salvation. And as we have no rule but
the Scriptures, we must begin and proceed, according to the order, ex-
tent and manner, in which he himsclf hath revealed it. There, we are
taught that he hath done it “at sundry times,” and in “ divers manners.”
That we may present this delightful 'subject as plainly, and concisely as
we can, we shall illustrate it under two general heads: .

First, we shall contemplate how the Holy Spirit displayed his love
to the person of the Son himself, who purchased our salvation. And,

Secondly, how he displays it to his people, by applying to them this
salvation. The first makes way for the second. And the second is the
completion of the former. Of cach in order.

First, how did the Holy Spirit display his lové to the person of Christ
himself? The Scriptures reveal to us the following particulars:

1. The Spirit inspired the prophets to give warnings of him, before
he came into the world. Though Christ was only manifested in these
last times, yet he was “verily fore-ordained before the foundation of
the world unto our glory.” And, the Apostle tells the Jews, this was
the main subject, of which, God had spoken by all his holy prophets
since the world began;” ¢ yea,” saith he “all the prophets, from Samuel
and those that follow after, as many as have spoken, have likewise spoken of
these days.” It was their principal business to tcll mankind that *in the
fulness of time, God woulcF scnd forth his Son made of a woman, made
under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might
receive the adoption of sons.” So again, “of this salvation the prophets
have enquired diligently, who prophesied of the grace of God that
should come unto you.” Searching what, and what manner of time
the Spirit of Christ, that was in them, did signify, when it testified before-
hand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.” And
here, it is proper to observe, that though the revelation was pot so very
clear, as under the gospel, yet, it was full, and particular. Christ was made
known in the early agesof the world, in the whole compass of his glorious
character, and in all the branches of his wonderful undertaking. ~ Isaiah
‘described his person, as “the child born, the son given, the mighty
God,” and “Immanuel.” Moses said, “a prophet shall the Lord your
God raise up unto you, like unto me. David saith, « the Lord sware
and will not repent, thou art a priest forever, after the order of Mel-
chisedek.” And, “being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn
with an oath unto him, that of the fruit of his ﬁ)ins' according to the
flesh, God would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; he seeing this
before, spoke of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in
hell, nor did his flesh see corruption.” Daniel told the time, and Micah
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the place of his birth. Isaiah is so particular, as to describe the man-
ner, the severity, and end of his sufferings. “ He was numbered with
transgressors; it pleased the Lord to bruise him. For the transgression
of my people was he striken.” Zechariah speaks of “ the blood of the
covenant.” In fine, Malachi, the lust of the prophets, as it were,
ushered him into the world, with his fore-runner. ¢ BEHOLD I
will send my Messenger,” (i. e. John the Baptist,) “and he shall
prepare the way beforc me: and the LORD, (i. e. Christ,) whom
ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the Messenger
of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come saith the
LORD of hosts.” And, it is beautiful to observe, that when the Spirit
of prophecy revived, the songs that were sung about the time of his
birtﬁ, struck back to the original promises. Thus saith the Virgin, “My
soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in Ged my
Saviour. He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his
mercy, as he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for
ever.”

Zechariah joined in the same note, at the circumcision of his child.
He ¢ was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying, blessed be
the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his pcople :
And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his ser-
vant David: As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have
been since the world began.” .

2. The Holy Spirit displayed his lpve and power to the Son, by form-
ing, and purifying his human nature, which was absolutely necessary for
accomplishing the work he came upon. “In all things it behooved him
to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faith-
ful high priest in things partaining to God, to make reconciliation for
the sins of the people.” Wherefore, the angel said unto Mary, “the
Holy Ghost sharl come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall
over shadow thee ; therefore, also, that holy thing which shall be born
of thee shall be called the Son of God.” And in another place, we
read, * Before they came together she was found with child of the Holy
Ghost.” And again, “that which is conceived in her, is of the Holy
Ghost.” Language never used before, since the creation of the world,
and never to be used again, upon any like occasion. And as the doc-
trine contained in it can never be comprehended, so the language ought
never to be changed. This is that, which God would distinguish to the
wonder of all ages. ‘Behold, a woman shall encompass,” (i. e. by con-
ception,) “a man.” And again, “ Behold, a virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” If we take an evangelistas
an interpeter of a prophet, all this was fulfilled in Christ. Matt. i. 21, 22.
What an amazing display - of condescension, of love and power in the
Holy Ghost, was this! “So the wholc essence of Christ’s human
nature was created in the same instant. Thus far.the Scriptures go be-
fore us, and herein it is necessary to assert the forming of the soul and
body of Christ by the Holy Ghost. The curious enquiries of School
men, and others, are to be left unto themselves, or rather condemned in
them. For what was farther in this miraculous operation of the Holy
Ghost, seems purposcly to be hid from us, in that expression, “The
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee.” Under the secret,
glorious cover thereof, we may learn to adore that holy work hers,
which we hope to rejoice in, and bless God for, unto eternity.”*

3. The Holy Spirit displayed his love to Christ, very soon after his
birth, by bearing testimony that he was the promised Messiah. It was
revealed unto Sineon by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death,

* Dr. Owen on the Spirit, Book ii. Chap. 3, Sec. xiii.
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before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.” Yea, it is said, “He came by
the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought the child Jesus,
to do for -him after the custom of the law, then took he him in his
arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant
depart in peace, according to thy word: for mine eyes have seen thy
salvation,” (i. e. thy Saviour.) And that, at the mouth of two wit-
nesses every thing might be established, ‘‘ Anna the prophetess coming
in, that instant, gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him
to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.” In fine, John
must have been acquainted with Jesus, in his youth, their Mother's
being so near relations. He must, doubtless, have heard of the strange
things that took place at his own and the birth of Jesus Christ. Though
he continued in the deserts, he could not have been ignorant of these
things; but he professeth that the main testimony was given by the
Holy Ghost: “I knew him not,” saith he ; that is, not fully, not free of
all scruple ; “but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said
unto me, Upon whom thou shalt sce the Spirit descending, and remain-
ing upon him, the same is he that shall baptize with the'Holy Ghost ; and
I saw and bare record that this is the Son of God.” This leads us to
observe,

4. The Holy Spirit displayed his love to the Son at his baptism by
giving him qualifications for discharging all the offices to which he was
appointed. “He whom God sent speaks the words of God, for God gives
not the Spirit by measure unto him.” Thus we read that ¢ When Jesus
was baptised, and prayed, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Ghost
descended in a bodily shape, like a dove upon him, and a voice came
from heaven which said, Thou art my beloved 8on; in thee I am well

leased.” Thus Christ speaks of his ministerial qualifications: * The

pirit of the Lord,” saith ho, #is upon mo, becausec he anointed me to
preach the gospel.” In the same manner he performed his miracles.
“God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power,
who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the
devil, for God was with him.” Nay, antecedent to this, he was led by
the Spirit into the wilderness, to be tempted of the devil. Lastly, he per-
formed the whole course of his obedience under the influence of the Holy
Ghost. “ The Spirit of the Lord rested upon him, the Spirit of know-
ledge and of the fear of the Lord.” Thus he did all those things that
were pleasing to his Father.

5. g‘he Holy Spirit displayed his power and love by supporting and
comforting the Son in his sufferings, and at his death. « [i hrough the
eternal Spirit, he offered himself without spot to God.” This does not
exclude his divine nature, but supposeth it. ¢ By himself he purged our
sins.” But it secms to be meant, principally, of the Holy Spirit; for all
the actings ué)on his human nature are represented in scripture as bein
by him. If Christ had fainted in the day of adversity, his strength ha
been small—too small for him and us. But saith the Father, “I have put
my Spirit upon him; he shall not fail nor be discouraged.” And again,
« Mine arm shall strengthen him.” And, saith the Son himself, * The
Lord God will help me; therefore I shall not be confounded.”  His faith
in, and submission to the will of the Father, his love to men, his zeal,
fortitude and hope, shone with most distinguished splendor on the cross.
“He, for the joy that was set before him, &?ver against him) endured the
cross, despising the shame ;” because he knew he would soon ascend to
his throne and his Father. Nay, in the hour of his distress, when ¢ it
pleased the Lord to bruise him”—~when crying after a departed God, he
expressed his entire confidence in him: “My God, my God! why hast
thou forsaken me 7’ Under ‘all his sufferings and desertions, his faith was
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victorious. Thus he drew his last breath: “Father, into thy hands I
commend my Spirit, and gave up the ghost.”

6. The resurrection of Christ was another period when the Holy Spi-
rit displayed his love and power to the Son. Then he was declared to
be ¢ the Son of God, with power, by the Spirit of holiness.” Thus. we
read of “the Spirit of him who raised up Jesus from the dead ;” that
this Spirit is to quicken us. He was put to death in the flesh, but “quick-
emred by the Spirit.”

7. Lastly: all the grcat and distinguished blessings which Christ con-
ferred upon the disciples. alter his resurrection, before he ascended up
into heaven, were bestowed through the Holy Ghost.  “He opened their
understanding, that they might understand the scriptures:” he gave them
a commission to ** teach and baptize all nations.” -Thus it was through
the Holy Ghost he gave them commandments. And they were not only
convincea of the truth of the resurrection themselves, but taught to pub-
lish it for the benefit of others, that “ repentance and remission of sins
. should be preached among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” We
proceed,

Sccondly, to contemplate how the Holy Spirit displays his love to men,
by applying to them the great salvation. Here we shall first mention
some very distinguished and wonderful acts of his love, to the apostles
and others, very soon after Christ ascended up into hcaven: secondly,
show how his love is displayed in all succeeding generations, till the work
of salvation be completed.

First, let us contemplate some of the signal displays of the Spirit's
love to the apostles and others, soon after Christ ascended up into
heaven. : .

(1.) He gave a more clear revelation of the mysteries of the gospel to
the apostles, which they were to preach to others, as Christ himself had
declared : “1 have many things to say unto you, but you cannot bear
them now : howbeit,when the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you
into all truth. He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine, and shall
show it unto youn.” He did not reveal any new truths which they never
heard, but he brought old truths to their remembrance with new illumi-
nation. He more fully cleared up the character and work of the Sa-
viour himself, as to the divinity of his person; his mission, as the long
expected Messiah, who was promised should come into the world ; the

rfection of his work ; that * he made peace by the blood of his cross ;"
that he had a full title to the reward ; ascended up into heaven to pos-.
sess it ; and lastly, that * he shall appcar the second time without sin,
unto salvation, to be glorificd in his saints, and admired in all them that
believe.” ’

Formerly, whenever he spake of his dying and leaving them, “sorrow
filled their hearts: Peter rehuked him.”  When the time came on ‘that
he must be delivered up, they *“all forsook him and fled.” They could
not endure the thoughts of the cross.  “All of them were oftended be-
cause of him that night: the shepherd was smitten, and the sheep of the
flock scattered abroad.” But now “the offence of the cross ceased.”—
Thus they spake of the justice and holiness of God, and the cruelty
and wickedness of men, without any difficulty ; as Peter did to the
Jews, who were betrayers and murderers. “ Him being delivered
by the determinate counsel and fore-knowledge of God, ye have taken
and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: whom God hath raised
up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible he should
be holden of it.” And, having given a short account of his humiliation
and exaltation, concludes thus: “ Therefore, let all the house of Israel
lln%w alsi:;edly, that God hath made (declared) that same Jesus, whom

or. XI. 6
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ye have crucifled, both Lord and Christ.” They- join the two extremes
of heaven aud earth in their argument. “Who being in the form of Gud,
and thought it not robbery to be cqual with God, but made himself of no
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made ia
the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself and became obedient to death, even the death of the cross.
‘Wherefore, God hath highly exalted him,” (even raised him, above all
parallel) “and given him a name which is above every name, that at
(i. e. by faith in) the. name of Jesus, every knee should bow, of beings
in heaven, and beings in earth, and beings under the earth, and that
every tongue should confess that Jesus is Lord,” (Jehovah) “to the
%}ory of God the Father,” They were no longer ashamed of his cross.
C'ay, saith Paul, “God forbid that- I should glory, save in the cross of
hrist.”

(2.) The Holy Spirit conferred upon the Apostles and others, many
spiritual and supernatural gifts. When Christ was just going to leave
the disciples, and go up, for good and all to the kingdom, he said unto
them, “ ﬂehold I send the promise of my father upon you: but tarry

e in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on
Kigh.” They did so, and the Holy Ghost came upon them. ¢ That
signifies, first, their authority to go abroad. Secondly, it imparts their
capacity to go upon this great expedition. For as the Holy Ghost came
upon them in the shape of cloven and flaming tongues, so that was an
emblem, both that they should speak all languages, and that the word of
the Lord in their mouths, would shine, and scarch and pierce like fire.”
Nor was this limited to the Apostles, for we read in another place:
“ While Peter spake, the Holy Ghost fell on them which hcard the
word, (Acts x. 44.)viz: Cornelius, and his friends, whom he had called to-
gether. (ver. 24.) But how did he fall on them? Peter himself explajns it.
(Chap. xi. 15.) “As on us at the beginning,” (i. e. in a miraculous maa-
ner.) This was an accomplishment of what Christ had said, “ These
signs shall follow them that believe, in my name. shall they cast out
devils ; they shall spcak with new tongues,” &c. Nay, in another place
we read: **He that belicveth on me, the works which I do, shall he
do also, and greater works than these shall he do, because I go to my
Father.” Thus, “those that were laid upon beds and couches in the
streets, were healed with the shadow of Peter passing by. And special
miracles were wrought by the hands of Paul, so that from his body
were brought unto the sickly, hankerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases
departed from them and the’evil spirits went out of them.” The reason
of these greater works done by the Apostles, was Christ’s going to the
Father, which made way for such an extraordinary pouring forth of the
Spirit. And.it is proper to observe, that this tended not so much for the
reputation of their particular persons, as for the glory of Christ; for
thus they proved the truth of the gospel, aud then it had a free course
and was glorified.

(3.) By the conversion of great multitudes. Three thousand, who
concurred in the crucifixion of Christ were converted by means of one
sermon. They soon increased to five thousand. And again, we read,
that “ multitudes,” (myriads) “belicved.” The word of God grew and
multiplied. At Samaria, when Philip preached the gosple to them, it 18
said “the people with one accord gave hced to the words which he
spake,” which is more surprising, because they had all given heed to
Simon the Sorcerer before, *from the least to the greatest.” Even in
the days of the Aroslles, there were “saints in_Ceasar’s household,”
and they were in all places of the Roman empire, long before it became
Christian. And how was all this accomplished ? "The Apostle deciares,
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“ My speech and my preaching was in the demonstration of the Spirit,
and of power.”

(4.) The Spirit qualified the Apostles to defend the gospel against all
the arguments of the adversaries. It is very surprising that a few
illiterate fishermen should be commissioned to go over the world, and
confront the learning of all the places they came into by the success of
the gospel. Saith Christ himself, “ye shall be brought before kings
and rulers for my name’s sake, and it shall turn to you for a testimony.
Settle it therefore, in your hearts, not to meditate in your hearts, not
to meditate before what ye shall answer, for I will give you a mouth
and wisdom which all your adversaries shall not be able to gain say or
resist.” This surprised the council at Jerusalem; ¢ They perceived
the boldness of Peter and John, and sceing they were ignorant and un-
learned men, they marvelled at it, and took knowledge of them that they
had been with Jesus.” Stephen lost his life in the cause, but they
could not resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake.” They
were made ministers ¢ according to the grace of God, given to them by
the effectual working of his power.” '

(5.) Lastly, the Holy Spirit supported and comforted the Apostles
and others, in all their sufferings for the gospel, and especially when
sealing their testimony with their blood. Christ gave the disciples such
warnings about their works, as would rather have prevented than per-
suaded them to engage in it. “ The time will come,” saith he, ¢ that
he that kills you, wilfthink he doth God service ; and these things will
they do unto you because they have not known the Father nor me.”
Saith Paul, “I think that God hath set forth us, the Apostles, as it were
appointed unto death;” he protsets for his part, that “he died daily.”
Others “endured u great fight of afflictions.” "And yet, what meekness,
patience and fortitude did they display, by “the glorious Spirit of God
resting upon them.” ¢ They took joyfully the spoiling of their goods:
rcjoiced in tribulation ; and always triomphed in Christ Jesus. They
‘“ approved themselves the ministers of God, in much patience, afflictions,
necessities, distresses : in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults.” For
saith Paul, “It is God who comforteth us in all our tribulations: And as
our tribulations for Christ abound, our consolations by Christ much more
abound.” He threw all his afflictionsdnto future glory. “If so be that
we suffer with him, that we may be glorified together. For I reckon
that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be com-
pared with the glory which shall be revealed.” Nay, saith he, “It is
my carnest expectasion, and my hope. that in nothing I shall be ashamed
but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified
in my body, whether it be by life, or by death.” Then you sec, they
weie not afraid of a violent death. And indeed the most of them were
called to seal their faith in the gospel with their blood; which was the
hig‘hest testimony that nature could. give to what grace had taught:
% They overcame, by the blood of the Lamb, and the word of their
testimony : no terror could drive them from it; by their fall they con-

uered—their dying was voluntary—they loved not their lives unto the

eath. There was something they loved better: as Paul wrote to
the Phillians, “ yea, if I be offered upon te sacrifice and scrvice of your
faith, I joy and rejoice’ with you all. These long and severe sufferings
did not grieve and tire him out: But when the time of his departure is
at hand, he is ready to be offered up having fought a good fight, and
finished his course ; and kept the faith,” without which all rest had been
impossible. This is well expressed by these lines of the Poet:

* From whence but heaven could men unskill’d in arts,
In different ages born, in several parts,
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Weave such agreeing thruth? or how, or why,
Should all conzpire to cheat us with a lie?
Unask'd their pains, ungrateful their advice,
Starving their gain, and martyrdom their price.” ®

[To be concluded. }

Arrt. III.  Pittsburg Convention. .

Procsclings of the Pittsburg Convention, called by the Signers of the JAct and Testi-
mony, May 11th, 1835,

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of this convention be given to the trustees
of the Second Presbyterian Church, and to the people of Pittsburg and its vicinity, for
their kindness and hospitality, manifested to the members of this convention during its
sittings.

Umgmimously resolved, That the thanks of this house be given to those editors of
religious papers, who, by giving publicity to the Act and Testimony, and other docu-
ments connected with the eame, have contnbuted to the furtherance ot the views of this
convention, in reference to the much desired reform in the church,

The convention having endeavored to execute the trust confided to them, in the im-
portant particulars of meworializing the General Assembly, and provided for giving to
their constituents a detail of their transactions, by the publication of all their minutes,
unanimously adopted the following resolutions, viz:

1. That this convention are deeply impressed with the conviction, that the Act and
Testimony prepared by some of the mninority of the last General Assembly, in connec-
tion with other brethren, and since that time so extensively adopted, has been, under
the smiles and blessing of God, of marked and extensive benefit to our beloved
church. :

2. That we recognize our obligations in the most lively gratitude to God, for the
care of Providence in bringing together the members of this convention in health and
safety, and in an especial manner, for uniting us togetner in the most harmonious ac~
cord, in all measures that have been discussed and adopted.

8. That the convention declare that after prayer and thanksgiving, its proceedings
will be terminated, and that ot course it will be corsidered finally dissoivetr.

In accordance with the foregoing resolutions, prayer and praise to God were offered,
the apostolic benediction was pronounced, and the Presidect declared the convention

finally dissolved. 'Y
. MEMORIAL .

(A8 ADOPTED BY THE CONVENTION.)

To the Reverend Moderator and General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church, the Memorial und Petition of the undersigned Ministers and
ruling Elders of suid Church, most affectionately sheweth :

That, in the exercise of a common right, guaranteed by the God of
pature to all his rational creatures upon earth, and fully sct forth in the
sacred scriptures as the birthright of every child of his covenant, we
come—and we desire to comc with the spirit of the meck and lowly
Lamb of God—into the presence of this reverend body, as possessing the
only adequate power 1o afford the relief we desire. \We come to spread
before you our grievances, and to ask the interposition of your authority
for their redress.

With you we recognize the unity and universality of that church of
the living Redcemer which he hath purchased with his own blood. *The

* Bradbury's Sermons on the Mystery of Godliness, p. 435.
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visible church, which is universal, consists of all those throughout the
world that profess-the true religion, together with their children.” «By
sne Spirit are we all baptised into one body, whether we be Jews or
Gentiles, whether we be bond or free, and have all been made to drink
into one spirit.”

With us you will doubtless agree, that this church universal is called
out of the world, and constituted and organized by her divine Head into
a household and family, under general laws and regulations imposed upon
her by his own supreme authority. “ Now, therefore, ye are no more
strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the
household of God”—* of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is
pamed.” It is not left to the corrupt volition of inen, whether they will
or will not come into this family. On the contrary, they are laid under
eternal obligations, by the voice of the Son of Man, calling them, in the
sweet promises of the gospel, to life, and peace, and joy. Others innu-
merable are born members of his church, and it is not optional with them
—they may not, if they choose, expatriate themselves from his blessed
kingdom. On the contrary, the entire weight of their heavenly Father's
authority lies upon“them, and binds them to a faithful improvemeat and
everlasting possession of their invaluable birthright. .

Still, though the visible church universal is thus organized and consti-
tuted, yet, as it is physically impossible that all this church can act to-
gether; as it must be collected 1n various parts of the world into distinct
bodies for purposes of worship, and the regulation’ of social, and, as it
were, domestic relations ; as the geographical divisions ef the world, and
the political distinctions which the providence of God has permitted to
exist, imperiously .call for social organizations of smaller numbers, we
think it cannot be denied that in this restricted sense the church, or, to
speak more precisely, the sections of the church, must necessarily be vo-
luntary associations ; that is, Christians are left to associate as they may
choose into distinct bands for mutual convenience and christian commu-
nion. These distinct communities of believers may also voluntarily con-
nect themselves together into larger bodies, acgording to the principles
" laid down in the scriptures and in the standards of the church, which this
venerable body represents. Thus is this General Assembly constituted,
and in this sense the Presbyterian church is a voluntary association. No
man is at liberty to separate himself from the visible church, but any man
may separate from this portion of it, and attach himself to another.  On
this principle of common right and common freedom, is the Presbyterian
church founded, and therefore she declares that “every christian church
or union, or association of particular churches, is entitled to declare the
terms of admission into its communion, and the qualifications of its minis-
ters and members, as well as the whole system of its internal government
which Christ hath appointed. They think it necessary to make effectual
provision that all who are admitted as tcachers be sound in the faith.,”—
(Form of Government, chap. i. 2, 5.)

Agreeably ta these principles, the constitution of our church makes the
Presbyteries the fountains of power : they create the General Assembly.
To them is reserved, according to the scriptures, the power of ordina-
tion, installation, removal, and judging of ministers. The Presbytery
only can confer ministerial authority ; the Presbytery only can take it
away.. The Presbytery can refuse to ordain or to admit into their num-
ber any person whom they judge erroneous or scandalous. If this power
does not exist in the Presbytery, your memorialists can see no principle
of self-preservation in the body. If every Presbytery is bound to receive
all who may present themselves and claim admission on the authority of
credentials from a foreign body, or from another Presbytery, it“is self-
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evident that the defection of one Presbytery from the truth and parity
of the gospel may involve the entire body in the same corruption. li:’hel'e

is no conservative power. .The very ends of Presbyterial existence, as

laid down in our constitution, are defeated, and a wide door and eflectual

is thrown open for the introduction of whatever errors it may please the

encmies of truth to send abroad among our churches. And here, Rev.

fathers and brethren, is the '

Firer grievance over which we mourn. S

The last General Assembly, by an act recorded in page 26 of their
printed minutes, has denied this right 10 the Presbyterics, and by that
denial has opened the flood-gates of error, which, if not soon stopped,
must sweep away the fair fabric of our church’s purity, and leave us to
sorrow over the melancholy wreck of our Zion,without a willow on which
to hang our harps. In behalf of the Presbyteries to which we respec-
tively belong, and of all other true Presbyteries of our beloved church,
we invoke a return to the genius of the coustitution; a restoration of the
right and power of self-preservation ; a repcal of the obnoxious act, and
a distinct recognition, by this Assembly, of the inalienable right, in ev-
ery Presbytery, of examin‘ng every applicant for admission into their
number, be his credentials what they may, and of rejecting him, pro= -
vided they think his admission would endanger their own purity and

ace.

Peﬂ. Intimately connected with, and nearly allied to this, is our secoxp
grievance, viz: an act of the last General Assembly, recorded in their
minutes, page 26, whereby the right and propriety of a Presbytery’s
taking u(r and censuring a printed publication, irrespective of its author,
is denied. - a :

This act is more offensive, because it is contrary to the practice of
former General Assemblics, and inconsistent with the principles of free-
dom guaranteed in the word of God, and the constitution of our church.
The act in questjon, whilst it appears to your memorialists to extend this
right to errorists, denies a correspondent right in a Presbytery. The
abettor of false doctrine may freely divulge his opinions. Any private
citizen of the commonwealth, or member of the church or Presbytery,
may freely criticise and severely censure the errors of the published’
book, but a Presbytery has no rights of this kind. They may not lift the
voice of warning ; they must not wisper a censure upon the book : they
can only try the man. The pestilential volume may send forth its poi-
sonous infection among the flock, “over which the Holy Ghost hath made
them overseers,” and for whose purity and pcace and.salvation they are
held accountable by the Chief Shepherd ; but their Presbyterial hands are
tied up. They dare not lift a finger: they can only bring charges against’
the author. '

But, reverend fathers and brethren, if the author thus arraigned be art-
ful, and disposed to give trouble, as history tcaches us errorists are likely
to be,who can tell how long he may perplex the court and defer the issue
of his trial? Meanwhile, %:owever, the leaven of false doctrine is work-
ing its way. The uncensured and uncensurable book is poisoning the
minds of the people, and the Presbytery either cannot or will not apply
the remedy. Your memorialists most respectfully and earnestly entreat
a reversal of the obnoxious resolution referred to. ,

8. The Thirn item of grievance and petition which we beg leave to
present, is at the same time an aggravation of the second, viz: the erec-
tion of chureh courts, especially %’resbytcries and Synods, upon the prin-
ciple of “elective affinity,” so called by its primitive advocates; that is,
having regard not to geographical limits—not to convenience for attend-
anee of the members—not to the expedition of business, but to diversities
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of doctrinal views and church policy in those elected to such*bndies, from
their brethren and from the standards of the church ; to personal animo-
sities and antipathics growing out of such diversities ; and to the couse-
uent enlargement of this alienated interest of seutiment and feeling.—
N here a Presbytery and Synod of this description exist, it is easy to see
how it aggravates the grievance just presented. If, agreeably to the in-
junction of the last General Assembly, some person does undertake the
inful and unpleasant duty of preferring charges against the author of
the book, can it be supposed that a Presbytery, to whom such author is
bound by the very athaities of such doctrine, will cut the bonds of their
own union, by condemning either the book or its author?! And if they
should so far forget themselves as to commit the suicidal act of condema-
ing the very doctrines which constitute the principle of their affinity,will
their Synod do the same? Will it turn recreant to the cause for which
it was created !

Thus the Assembly must perceive, that every such prosecution before
such body must, if issued at all, be finally issued in the Assembly; and
s0 long as the General Assemblies of our church consent to the existence
of such bodies, just so long do they pledge themselves to protect their
action. We therefore have no hope of redress, but in a change of pur-

se and action in the supreme judicatory of our beloved church. You,
methren, and you only, can lay the axe at the root of this evil. :

Let us take another view of this subject. Our Book of Discipline says,
(Form of Government, chap. x. 2,) *“ A Presbytery consists of all the
minisicrs and one ruling elder from each congregation within a certaip
district.” But the acts of some late General Assemblies have practically
contradieted this clause. It is not true, either of “the Presbytery of
Philadelphia,” or of “the [Assembly’s] Second Presbytery of Philadel-

hia,” or of “the Second [Synodical] Presbytery of Philadelphia,” that
1t “ consists of all the ministers and one ruling elder from each congre.
gation within a certain district.”

Besides, the patural, and your memorialists believe the inevitable con-
sequence of this principle is, inéreased alicnation, strife for numbers and
preponderance, division of churches, disruption of harmony in congrega
uons, the encouragement of dissatisfied spirits, and formation of parties,
and all the miseries of violeat party strife. Many of us do honestly
believe that the practical eflects have beenschism in the body—real, sub-
stantial, melancholy schism—schism more complete than if different de
nominations had been at once constituted. The alienation is more per-
fect than that which exists between either of the bodies and any other
denomination covering the same territory. Hence we do most earnestly
entreat ‘this Assembly—for the purity of Zion, and the peace of the
church—we pray for a reversal of the principle, and all the acts spring-
ing from it, and a restoration of the Synod created thereby to their former
ecclesiastical position. . o

Nearly allied to this is our.FourTH itcin of grievance, viz : the exist-
ence and operation, within our church, of a Missionary Society in no
sense amenable to her ecclesiastical jurisdiction. And here you will bear
with us, first, in pointing out the connection with the preceding. 1f Pres-
byteries do exist, on the avowed principle of diversity in docttinal opinion
and feeling, and have the power of licensing and ordaining (in many in-
stances sine litulo) men of their own creeds, then a missionary institu-
tion seems requisite to send such licentiates and ministers into the field:
Such an institution dees exist, bound by its own rules to sustain mission-
aries, irrespective of their adherance to, or rejection of, the ductrinal
standards of our church. This institution operates largely in our con-
gregations; first, by &weeping away from our own board the funds
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which, by tie laws of all social order, ought to come into the treasury of
the body to which its possessors belong ; and, secondly, by throwing into -
our Presbyteries brethren who, in many instances, have never adopted
the standards of our church at all. and in more, who have only adopted
them ¢ for substance of doctrine;” that is, just as much of them as suits
their own views. Thus a separatec moneyed intcrest is created and kept
up in the bosom of the same christian community. The Assembly’s own
Board of Missinns, created by herself, governed by herself, and amcnable
to herself, finds a great and powerful rival in her own house, with whom
she comes in perpetual collision. And rival agents meet on the same
field, and frequently those of our own church are foiled in their efforts
by the improper interference and influence of an institution which owns
no allegiance to_us, and feels no obligations t> our courts. So violent
were these contentions, that the Assembly of 1831 recommended a con-
vention to be held in Cincinnati to adjust the difficulties. This convention
- was held : it decided in favor of the church’s carrying on her own mis-
sions by her own board. Still, however, the forcign society kept the
field, and continues to this hour to conflict with your board.

Now, fathers and brethren, these things afflict us exceedingly. We
are pained to_sec such an inveterate warfare carried on so long. And
we are unspeakably distressed to be constrained to view this as a part of
a great system of operations whose tendency is to subvert the founda-
tions of our Zion, The evidence ot such a'system forces itself upon us.
‘We cannot shut our eyes against it if we would, and we would not if we
could. Painful as the vision is, we are determined to behold it steadfast-
ly" and we crave the attention of this venerable body to the same.—
Look,we pray you, to the facts. A large moneyed institution—(for that
is a large moneyed institution which has a large income, frum whatever
source)—a large moncyed institution, over which neither you as an As-
sembly, nor the Presbyteries which give you an annual existence, nor the
Synods intermediate, have any control, has subsidised almost your whole
western territory. “A gift blindeth the eyes.” Can a minister, or an
elder, whose congregation is supported in a large degree by a power fo-
reign to your church, free himself utterly from foreign influence? Vain
is the hope! Human nature is not thus constituted. Without impeach-
- ing the honesty and the honor of persons thus situated, we feel confident
that an influence great and effectual must rest in the hands that dispense
this bounty. '

But let the church be her own almoner, and every time her hand is
opened to her sons and her daughters, she binds them the more closely
to her interests. Her constitution, whose legitimate operations produce
these happy results, becomes the rallying point of recoiling gratitude,—
and, instead of jarring and contention without end, union in the truth and
peace, as its blessed effect, must fill our Zion with joy and gladness. We
pray this General Assembly to sustain her own Board of Missions, by
solemnly enjoining upon all the churches to contribute to its funds, and by
rescinding the resolutions formerly passed, which recommended to their
patronage the Home Missionary Society. : .

5. Your attention is now invited to another part of the same system.
Before youth looking forward to the gospel ministry can be progt:rly li-
censed and sent forth, they must be educated ; and efforts have been al
ready made in this cause worthy of high commendation. Nor have we
any thing to object against efforts either to prepare or to send men to
preach to the destitute at home or abroad. Eoth these causes we desire
to see Frospering. For both we have labored and prayed, and for both
we will continue to labor and pray. But then we desire to see them
prospering consistently with regard to the truth and purity and integrity
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of our own church. The great burden of ministerial duty is to enlighten
and save the world ; and no obligation more sacred and solemn lies upon
them, than that of training the heralds of the cross who are to bear the
banner of her faith in triumph round the world. Let the church give
good heed to this great concern, and the work of salvation will go on;
let her neglect this, or do it in a careless manner, and the wheels of the
gospel chariot must move heavily—stop—perhaps retrograde.

Now the question before us is, to whom shall this most sacred and
solemn duty be entrusted by the church? Shall she do it herself, with
her own hands? or shall she throw it into the hands of a body, self-cre-
ated, and in no sense amenable to her ecclesiastical tribunals’—a body
which may change in half a generation, and train her sons to her own
destruction ? This is the question we “would press upon your considera- -
tion ; and we would most respectfully suggest, that no church can be
safe in her ‘doctrinal standards—safe in her ecclesiastical polity—safe in
her financial operations—safe in the independence of her ministry, if that
ministry are dependent upon an independent foreign body; and especially
if their houses and lands, their libraries and furniture, are under bonds.
‘Without any impeachment of motives, or imputation of -extraordinary
weakness, we beg leave to repeat,‘a gift blindeth the cyes,” and to refer
to the course of remark under the preceding item.

Similar collisions occur here also. Your agents arc met in the field
by the agents of a society beyond your control. They are often beaten
off the ground, and the six or seven hundred young men under the care
of ‘your Board of Education are reduced to a precarious dependence :
whereas, did the charch, in her highest ¢cclesiastical court, stand forth
in her own defence, her treasury would overflow, and all these collisions
and conflicts of varied interests would cease ; whilst her own funds would
go to her own sons, and not to their prejudice, for the maintenance of
those in other churches, who are never expected to aid in- building up
the walls of our Zion.” We pray and beseech this reverend body to sustain
by all the weight of its influence, the education cause of our own church.

6."In the apprehension of your memorialists, not a small proportion
of the evils which distract our Zion have grown and do still grow out of
¢ the plan of union” adopted in 1801. We say nothing here of the wis-
dom of that measure at the time, nor of its constitutionality. We know
it was the work of wise and good men. But we must be allowed to
express the opinion, that now it leads to alienation, contentions and dis-
orders. For proof of this we have only to refer to the minutes of pre-
ceding General Assemblies. It is notorious that very painful confliets
have occurred in the Assembly on this very subject. Brethren had lon
occupied seats in this body, who were not ruling elders, and never. ha
been Presbyterians, and, it is believed, never intended to become Presby-
terians. Nor was this evil remedied without a long and arduous and
painful struggle. Under the perfect conviction that peacc will never
dwell with us whilst the jarring elements of this discord exist together,
we beseech this Assembly to annul that act; and for the simple addi-
tional reason that the terms of compact are not complied with by our
congregational brethren.

In proof of this we allege that “ the plan of union” contemplates the
existenice of a Congregational Association and of a Presbytery on the
same ground; whereas we apprchend the facts generally to be other-
wise. The Association retains its essential character as such, but is cal-
led a Presbytery. Congregational ministers change simply the name,
without ever adopting sincerely the Confession of Faith of this church.
So far from such adoption, the Presbyterics of Grand River and Portage
On‘l\{ay ;{,11822, adopted a confession of faith for their own churches.

oL. Al 7 .
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And although a subsequent General Assembly ordered the formula of
questions in our Book to be propounded to all the members of these Pres-
byteries, yet your memorialists have reason to believe that in some in-
stances they were not answered aflirmatively at all, and in others with
express reservations.

Again : that plan of union provides that every mixed congregation
shall appoint a standing comupittee; “And provided that the said standing
committee of any church shall depute one of themselves to attend the
Presbytery, he may have the same right to sit and act in the Presbytery
as a ruling elder of the Presbyterian church.” Yet we have reason to
believe that members of churches often sit in Presbytery,who are neither
ruling elders nor committee men ; and we know such have occupied seats
in the General Assembly. This is an open infraction of the *“Plan of
Union.” Hence we can perceive no obligation binding the Assembly to
adhere to a conventional agreement that is practically violated by
other party, and we pray that it may be formally annulled. .

7. Sur next grievance is of a similar character, viz: the plan of union
and correspondence with the Congregational Associations of New En-
gland, and with other chiirches. It is true, that the relinquishment of the
right of voting in the General Assembly has removed part of the evil.—
No longer now can our constitutional order be voted.down by brethren
opposed to it in profession and principle. Still, however, against this
union there are serious objections. :

It gives weight in counsel and debate, which may command votes, to
persons who belong not to our society, and who may have a sectarian

urpose to answer by taking a }e)articular side. Such things some of us
f\ave seen on the floor of the Assembly.

Besides, the whole matter is unconstitutional. The Gencral Assembly
never had the power of granting a seat in this house to any person.—
(Form of Government, chap. xii. 2.) “ The General Assembly shall con-
sist of an equal delegation of bishops and clders from each Presbytery.”
Nor does our constitution recognize any other mode of acquiring a right
to a seat here. This is a delegated—it is a representative body, and in
the very nature of a delegation, unless the delcgates are expressly em-
powered to delegate others, they kuve no such power. Our constitution
knows no such anamoly as representatives transferring the power of rep-
resentation to others. S

We humbly conceive that our Book, (chap. xii. 5,) in conceding to the
Asscmbly the power of ¢ corresponding with foreign churches, on such
terms s may be agreed upon by the Assembly and the corresponding
body,” does not contemplate the violation of the fundamental principle
quoted in the preceding paragraph, by granting seats in this house to per-
sons not delegated by ang' Presbytery; for, if the Assembly have the
power of conferring a right to deliberate and vote, it may be so exercised
as to bring the church under forcign dominion. Against all this the con-
stitution prescnts an insuperable barrier, in the 6th section of this chapter,
where the Presbyteries reserve to themselves the exclusive power of es-
tablishing any constitutional rule. Evex% regulation affecting constitu-
tional principles must be referred to the Presbyteries, and be by a majo-
rity of them adopted, before they can be admitted as binding. This, in
reference to the “ Plan of Union,” has never been done. Now, clearly,
this power of granting seats in the Assembly vitally affects the con-
stitution, which ought not to be sacrificed either to expediency or cour-
tesy.

}ylence,with all due respect and aflection to the good brethren of other
denominations,we pray this General Assembly to restore the constitution,
by repealing the act which assumes this stretch of power.
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8. Finally, as the object of all ecclesiastical order is truth, in the be-
lief, love and Eeractice of it; and as to the General Assembly also belongs
the power of bearing testimony against error in doctrine, your memorial-
ists would humbly call your attention to the present state of the church
in this behalf. There is nothing worth contending for but truth; and, if
we are not greatly mistaken, great and fearful inroads are made on the
doctrinal standards of our church—and that too, not in reference to mat-
ters of minor consequence, but in the very fundamental principles of the

gospel.

(ﬁe alarming feature of the errors against which we would earnestly
entreat this General Assembly to lift up a strong testimony, we beg leave
to present. It is their systematic arrangement. Did a solitary individual
here and there, in cases few and far between, touch upon a single insula-
ted position that is false, and maintain it even with pertinacity, it would
not afford ground of serious alarm. But the case is far otherwise. The
errors abroad in the church are fundamental, vital and systematic. The
maintenance of one involves the whole, and must lead a logical mind to
embrace the system. Now the system appears to your memorialists to
lead directly towards Socinianism. This language may seem harsh and
severe. Alas! dear brethren! it is the harshness of love and the seve-
rity of truth. It is not pleasant for us to entertain such an opinion, but
with our eyes and our cars open, it is impossible to avoid it. The evi-
dence rushes upon us from the pulpit and the press, and we have no
power of resistance. That which the understanding clearly perceives,
the mind, with its fondest desires to the contrary, must believe. It is
painful for the convicted sinner to believe that his soul is exposed to the
wrath divine : it is painful for us to believe that our brethren are depart-
ing from the foundations of gospel truth. But a dark hour there often is
before the bright dawn of heaven’s cheering light upon the soul benight-
ed; may we hope from the action of this vencrable body a return to the
pure light of the scripture truth, and a strong testimony against the errors
that overturn our constitutional standards?

Another alarming feature is the boldness and pertinacity with which
the ve? existence of these errors is denied. To this general Assembly
it would not be informatien, were.we to state, that the same system of
error has been characteriscd by the same wily policy in every age of its
appearance in the church. It has ever been its course at first to deny its
own existence, and when that was no longer practicable, to assume a
mask, and clothe itself with zeal as a cloak. This strong feature of the
modern, singularly identifies it with the ancient hercsy.

It is not our purpose at present to go into a discussion of these doc-
trines, nor yet to adduce proof of their cxistence in our church.. The
evidence of this is as clear us the evidence of your existence in this
house to-day. The teeming press and the groaning pulpit proclaim it.
It may be proper simply to present an outline of the system. Thus:

1. The doctrine of Adam’s federal headship, or representative character,
is denied. _

2. The doctrine of original sin is denied. ) o

8. The doctrine of the imputation of Adam’s sin to his posterity 1s denied.

The rejection of thesc necessarily leads to

4. A denial of the doctrine of Christ’s federal headship, or representa-

tive character. o .
5. A denial of the imputation of his righteousness to the believer, as the

essential procuring cause of his justification.
6. A rejection of the true, proper, vicariovs nature of the atonement of



52 Pittsburg Convention.

Christ ; and holds up his sufferings, his tears and groans and anguish and
death, as a mere exhibition—a show unmeaning, for a purpose not in
accordance with revealed truth.

Thus the daughter of Zion scarches in vain in the luxuriant garden of
these errors for the beloved of her soul, and in the anguish of her disap-
pointment exclaims, “ They have taken away my Lord, and I know not
where they have laid him.” :

But these errors do not terminate in simple negation. Another system
is substituted in the room of the gospel thus rejected : it is the system of
human perfectibility. Thus:

1. The doctrine of human ability is held, involving the principle, and
gratuitously assuming it as true, that man’s moral obligations are mea-
sured and bounded by his present ability to meet all the requirements of
God’s law.

2. JAccordingly, the necessity of the agency, the omnipotent agency of the
Spirit of God in the conversion of the soul, is denied, and conversion is
affirmed to be the work of the creature. JMan regenerates his own soul—
the Spirit’s agency is that of mere moral suasion. Regeneration is simply
an act of the mind—the first in the series of holy acts. Faithis an acl of
the mind, and nothing but an act of the mind.

Now, reverend fathers and brethren, we humbly conceive that this is
another gospel, entirely and essentially different from that laid .«down in
the Bible and our Confession of Faitz. And we do most solemnly and
sorrowfully believe, that unless the Spirit of the Lord raise up a standard
against it, it will be followed in our church, as it has been elsewhere, by
the entire system of Pelagianism, and ultimately of Socinianism. If the
atonement is not essentially vicarious and penal, why demand a divine
Redeemer? 1If an exhibition is all that is required, why not hold up
Stephen, or Peter, or Paul, or John Huss, or John Rogers? This tendency
towards Socinianism we think is plainly manifested in the denial of the
eternal filiation of the Son of Go£ :

Again : if the Spirit's work is merely a moral suasion. why a Divine
and Almighty Spirit? Must not the mind which denies the necessity of
an omnipotent influence be strongly tempted to disbelieve the existence
of an omnipotent agent !

That we are not mistaken jn our opinion of the tendency of these doc-
trines,we think is proved by the fact that the Unitarians do claim affinity
with them, and express their unfeigned satisfaction at the prospect of a
rapid increase of liboral principles.

And now, dear brethren, we approach the termination of this long me-
morial. 'We have, perhaps, becn tedious. It is because our heart is full
of sorrow ; and sorrow finds a momentary relief in pouring forth even
unavailing complaints. But ours is not a hopeless sorrow. We believe
that Jesus died and rose again, and we know that his truth, though borne
away, insulted and forlorn, into the dark shades of a vain, metaphysical
philosophy, will yet break forth, and dispel the glooom by which we are
surronnded, and send through our hearts and our churches the light of
life and the consolations of love. . : '

In pressing our petition for redress of all the grievances we have enu-
merated, and such others in regard tp measures as the wisdom of this
General Assembly may select, we entreat you to turn your eye upon the
aspect of the world. Lo! what an inviting field for bencvolent enter-
prisc! And is there a body of believers in the whole church militant,
invested with so many qualifications to enter it, and gather the rich har-
vest of glory to our divine Redeemer, as the Presbyterian church? The
position of our country points us out—the pesition of our church points
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us out—the position of the world points us out—the voice of unborn and
unsanctified millions calls us to the conflict—the I.ord of hosts himself
has gone down into the plain before us, and chides our long delay. Now
we ask, brethren,what causes this delay? Why, when the armies of the
living God begin to consolidate, and himself gives the watch word,“Truth
and PVictory’—oh! why this delay? Ah! there is division in the camp
“ There be some that trouble us.” Innovation distracts our councifs
alienates our affections, turns the sword of brother in upon brother, and
the Master’s work remains undone. Do you ask how shall the evil be
remedied 1 We reply, let this Assembly come up to the work of reform ;
let them establish the ancient landmarks of truth; let them unfurl the
banner of the constitution ; let all who cannot fight under this, grasp the
standard that suits their own views—put on their own approved armor
—descond into the plain, and stand or fall to their own master. We
pledge ourselves in the face of high heaven, the real Presbyterian church
will not shrink from the conflict ; and though our earthen pitchers ma
be broken, our lights shall shine, and *“the sword of the Lord and of
Gideon” shall turn the eye of a gazing world to that point of the field
where victory perches on the banner of truth.

Venerable fathers and brethren, we are done. With you and God and
Christ and his Spirit we leave our cause. That he may direct all your
counsels in this behalf to his own glory and the church’s good, is the
sincere prayer of your humble memorialists. .

Pittsburg, May 20, 1835. '

!
y

Arr. IV. Vindication of the Principles of the Church of Scotland, in
relation to Questions presently agitated : An Address by the Associate
Synod of Original Seceders. '

(Concluded from page 26.)

No argument, we conceive, could be more unsound—no concession
more unhappy at the present juncture, than that patronage is essential to
an establishment. To contend that the members of an established church
* must forever submit to be deprived of the privilege of electing their own
pastors, a privilege which the smallest sect in the country enjoys, and
would on no account abdicate, is the sorest stroke which has yet been in-
flicted on establishments,which indeced would justly deserve all the odium
they have incurred, if they necessarily required such a dishonorable com-
promise of ecclesiastical freedom. But it 1s a fallacy to imagine that the
church is bound to rclinquish the power of nominating to her benefices,
as an equivalent for the support and countenance which she derives from
the State. No such equivalent is expected in the case of a friendly alli-
ance between two independent powers, even although blood and treasure
may have been expended in maintaining it. The proper way in which
the State is remuncrated for its external suppert, is by the benefit which
society receives from the moral and religious influence of the church, and
not by robbing her of her spiritual privileges, which may convert her
into a political engine to serve the purposes of State empirics, but can
never (and now much less than ever) render her an effective instru-
ment in promoting the public good. Neither the ancient kings of Israel,
nor the early Christians who richly endowed the church in the apostolic
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: nor some of thec most munificent princes at a later period, ever
claimed such a compensation from the.church. Twice did the govern-
ment and patrons of Scotland formally restore to the church her liberties,
and as often was she despoiled of them by an arbitrary and Jacobitish
administration. Our present rulers, above all that have preceded them,
have the least show olP reason for continuing to exact such a sacrifice on
the part of the church. They have extended the political privileges of
the people, in the way of abolishing, without pity or remuneration, all
civic and individual monopoly of clective power, and they cannot, without
the most glaring inconsistency, refuse to restore to the church those ec-
clesiastical privileges of which she has been violently or fraudulently de-
nuded, even though it should be at the expense of nullifying the illicit and
- simoniacal contracts on which the rights of patronage were originally
founded. Let them not with one hand profess to support the (ﬁmrch,
while with the other they strip her of that sacred ligerty wherewith
Christ has made her free ; thus committing an act of greater impolic
and sacrilege than if they had alienated all the temporalities of the urc{
and dismantled a thousand bishoprics. But whatever blame may attach
‘to our civil rulers in this matter, it is the General Assembly which has
pronounced the sentence, that the yoke of patronage shall continue to be
wreathed about the neck of the christian people of Scotland ; and we are
sorry to be obliged to add that no small share of the responsibility of that
deed lies on those ministers and elders who are usually called ogthodox
and pepular. ,

But we protest against patronage, not only as inimical to the indepen-
dence of the church in general, by degriving her of a right belonging to
every free society, but also as opposed to the rights of the christian peo-
ple, as such, to be consulted in the choice of their ecclesiastical teacﬁzrs
and rulers. So great respect is every where in scripture shown to the
choice of the people, that under the Old Testament, their formal consent
was required to establish a relation between them and those rulers who
had been selected for office by God himself. The spiritual privilege of
choosing their own pastors and elders,which differs entirely (I;om the, po-
litical right of the individual to choose his religious profession, belongs, by
divine grant, to the christian people, as forming an integral part of the
church diffusive. And it is quite compatiblc with the judicial powers
of the church courts, whosc office it is to pass both an initiative and
definitive judgment on thc ministerial qualifications of the persons
chosen. ,

From the principles now laid down, and the statements made, it must
be obvious, that this Synod have no prospect of an immediate return to
the communion of the Established church. They still view this as a
happy and desirable consummation, which, in all their contendings, they
would not wish to lose sight of. Nay, we hold ourselves bound in duty,
according to the terms of the Protestation and Appeal made by our fa-
thers, to “the first free, faithful and reforming General Assemb?;' of the
Church of Scotland,” to returan to her fellowship, as soon as such.an
Assembly has taken up that appeal, and answered it in the way of remo-
ving the grounds of our secession.* Meanwhile, a sense of the obliga-
tions under which we lie, from the word of God, and the solemn engage-
ments we have contracted, requires us to remain in a state of separation;
and, by doing so, we are persuaded we shall contribute mozxe to advance
the real intetests of the Church of Scotland—more to accelérate her re-
formation—and more to bring about such a union with her as shall be
creditable to truth, than by hastily, and on the first appearance of a
change of measures, rushing into her arms, and merging our present joint
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and judicial testimony in any personal liberty we might enjoy, in common
with those of opposite principles, within the bosom of the Establishment.
Much, however, may ke done within a short time, under the influences of
the Spirit, for removing our present grounds of sccession. To those in
the national church who are honestly desirous to sec this accomplished,
and are using means to bring it about, we wish all success in the Lord.
Whatever may be the feelings of others, they, at least, will not take of-
fence at our endeavoring to exonerate our consciences, by performing
what has been to us no pleasing task. Wae shall only say farther, that
they cannot expect the blessing of heaven on the measures of a carnal,
timid and compromising policy ; and we trust that no fears of danger,
from any quarter, will induce them to make a common cause with thé
enemies of Presbytery, or to form any coalition which will lay additional
bars in the way of their prosecuting reformation, and removing from the
church whatever dishonors Christ, grieves his friends, or causes scandal
to the world. Never was admonition more seasonable, than that which
God gave of old to the people of Judah is at the present time : “ Say ye
not, ia confederacy ! to all to whom this people shall say, A confederacy!
neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid. Sanctify the Lord of Hosts
himself, and let Him be your fear, and let Him be your drcad; and he
will be for a sanctuary.” '

To the professed friends of the covenanted cause in other denomina-
tions, we would earnestly repeat the call which we formerly gave, to
consider the necessity of union and co-operation in its defence at the pre-
sent crisis. This assuredly is not the time when either the pride of party
or the recollection of past oftcnces ought to be allowed to defeat attempfs
at conciliation, and stand in the way of the pleasure, the advantage, and
the duty of contending, under one banner, for the faith once delivered to
the saints. Let the sad conscquences of misunderstanding among the
friends of this cause in former times of peril, warn us to avoid similar
conduct, and excite us to repair, instead of sccking to perpetuate, the
breaches which they have occasioned. United exertions are required to
maintain a faithful testimony in a state of separation, and united wisdom
will be useful in dealing with the judicatories of the Establishment, if
Providence should at any future period prepare the way for direct inter-
course with them. When the enemies of the Reformation are strength-

* ening themselves by combination, it ill becomes its friends to weaken
each other’s hands by remaining scparate, especially when they have in
the cause which they espouse such a well defined ground, and in the
solemn engagements, whose obligation they agree in owning, such a
sacred Ple ge of union. How can the friends of *the covenanted uni-
formity’’ expect the generation to appreciate that desirable object, while
they themselves sct an example of disunion; and cncourage a spirit of
sectarian independence of each other 7  “Come, and let us join ourselves
to the Lord in a perpetual covenant that shall not be forgotten.”

ArpenpiX, No. IL

What ought to be accounted “a frec, faithful and reforming General
Assembly?” and does the late Assembly come up to this character so far
as to warrant Seceders in taking steps toward a union with the Estab-
lished Church of Scotland ? are questions very interesting at the present
juncture. With all tenderness to such a delicate subject, it may be safely
stated that the above expressions, as uscd by the fathers of the Secession,
and as explained by their future conduct, were descriptive, not of an
Assembly which would be merely willing to re-admit them to commu-
nion in the way of allowing theni ministerial Jiberty to testify against
defections and abuses, (for this was materially done by the General As-
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sembly of 1734,) but such an Asscmbly as should evince a decided tispo4
sition to corrcct the evils complained of, and to return to her reformed
principles and practice. There is, too, an obvious differcnce between .-
making a separation from a church, and returning to her communion af-
ter it has been made. The solemn responsibility which attaches to the
~ formner, so long as it can possibly be avoided with a good conscience,

might perhaps have induced the first seceding ministers to continue in the.
church, had they not been forced to a determination by the tyrannical
procedure of the judicatories; butit by no means follows that the mere
rclaxation of arbitrary authority would have warranted them to return.
Various improvements also may take place in a church—(witness the
present state of the Irish Establishment)—and yet we would hesitate to
call her a reforming church. Persons may hail, with thankfulness to
God, these improvements, and yet resolve, before moving from their
ground, to see such symptoms issuing in some decided measures of gen-
eral reformation.

By the late enactment in regard to patronage, even though it should
prove successful, no assurance has been given, cven to the satisfaction of
many members of the Establishment, much less to that of thosc who
have left her pale, of a disposition to return to those principles which
were once the glory of the Church of Scotland. That church, in her
purer times, maintained a judicial testimony against patronage itsclf, as
well as its attendant evils—a testimony which the Sccession took up, and
which it was enabled, from its separate standing, to carry out in practice
by granting to the people their ancient rights, of which patronage had
deprived them. This part of the church’s testimony, however, has not
onfy been dropped since the Secession, but was formally condemned by
a decision of the last General Assembly.

In these circumstances, it cannot be expccted by the reflecting portion
of the national church, that Seceders, with their declared sentiments on
this point, could regard that Assembly either, as “faithful or reforming,”
or that they would he warranted, even in the prescnt critical state of the
Establishment, to compromise their profession, by acknowledging it in
that character. By doing this, they would forfeit the pledge they have
given to the people of Scotland to grant them relief, when required, from
the cffect of patronage, and the notorious want of evangelical preaching
in many parts of the counn;y. .

The reader who wishes farther information on these questions, may
consult “ Reasons why they have not acceded to the Judicatories of the
Established church,” published in 1735, by the four seceding ministers. In
that pamphlet, among other things, which, if done, “might” give them
“the comfortable prospect of a pleasant and dcsirable unity,” they require
that “the the acceptance of presentations should be declared contrary to
the principles of this church; and an act passed against any settlement,
in time coming, without the call and consent of thc majority of the con-
gregation,who are admitted to full communion with the church in all her
sealing ordinances.”

Art. V. Psalmody in New-England.

I know not where, better than here, to inscrt that article of our church
history, which concerns our metrical translation of the psalins now sung
in our churches.

About the year 1689, the New English reformers, considering that the
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churches enjoyed the other ordinances of heaven in their scriptural pu-
+rity, were willing that the ordinance of the singing of psalmns should be
restored among them, unto a share in that purity. Though they blessed
God for the religious endeavors of them who translated the Psalms into
the metre usually annexed at the end of the Bible, yet they beheld in the
translation so many detractions from, additions to, and variatious of, not
only the text, but the very sense of the psalmist, that it was an offence
unto them. Resolving, then, upon a new translation, the chief divines
in the country took each of them a portion to be translated,—among
whom were Mr. Welds and Mr. Eliot, of Roxbury, and Mr. Mather, of
Dorchester.  These, like the rest, were of so diffcrent a genius for their

poetry, that Mr. Shepard, of Cambridge, on the occasion addressed them
to this purpose. . ;

You Roxbury poets. keep clear of the crime

Of missing to give us very good rhime :
And yvu of Dorchester, your verses lenathen, *
And with the text’s own words you will them strengthen.

The Psalms, thus turned into metre, were printed at Cambridge
in the year 1640. But afterwards, it was thought that a little more
of art was to be employed upon them ; and for that causc they were
committed unto Mr. éunster, who revised and refined this transla-
tion, and, (with some assistance from onc Mr. Richard Lyon, who, be-
ing sent over by Sir Henry Midmay, as an attendant unto his son, then
a student in Harvard College, now resided in Mr. Dunster’s house :)
he brought it into the condition wherein our churches ever since have
used it. :

Now. though I heartily join with thosc gentlemen who wish that the
poetry hereof were mended, yet I must confess, that the Psalms have
never yet seen a translation, that I know of] nearer to the Hebrew ori-
ginal ; and I am willing to receive the excuse that our translators them-
selves do offer us,when they say: If the verses are not always so elegant
as some desire or expect, let them consider that God’s altar necds not
our polishings. We have respected rather a plain translation, than to
smooth our verses with the swectness of any paraﬁhrasc. We have
attended conscience rather than elegance—fidelity rather than ingenuity;
that so we may sing in"Zion the Lord’s songs of praise, according unto
his own will, until he bid us enter into our Master’s joy, to sing eternal
hallelujahs.

Reader, when the Reformation in France began, Clement Marot and
Theodore Beza turned the Psalms into French metre, and Lewis Guadi-
mel set melodious tunes unto them—the singing hereof charmed the souls
of court and city, town and country. They were sung in the Louvre it-
self, as well as in the Protestant churches : ladies, nobles, princes—yea,
king Henry himself sang them. This one thing mightily contributed unto
the downfall of popery, and the progress of the gospel. All ranks of men
practised it : a gentleman of the reformed religion would not eat a meal
without it. The popish clergy raging hereat, the cardinal of Lorrain got
the profane and ogscene odes of the pagan poets to be turned into French
and sang at the courts, and the divine Psalms were thus banished from
that wicked court. ‘

Behold, the reformation pursued by the churches of New-England, by
the Psalms in a new metre: God grant the reformation may never be
lost, while the Psalms are sung in our churches. -

But in this matter, Mr. Dunster is to be acknowledged. And if, unto
the Christian, while singing of Psalms on earth, Chrysostom could well

Vou. XIL
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say, Mee "ayyelwv ‘adeig, psr’ ayyehav ‘vuveis, Thou art in a consort with an-
gels! how much more may that now be said of our Dunstet !'—Mather's
Magnalia.

The above extract is from the Ecclesiastical*History of New-England,
by Cotton Mather, and exhibits the views of the first settlers of New-

ngland respecting the psalmody of scripture. Imitations and paraphrases
were not in so high repute at that time as at the present. We should es-
teem it a privilege to see the version of the Psalms here spoken of.

Art. VL. The General Assembly.

. The readers of the Monitor will doubtless feel anxious to learn the
fate of the Memorial, which we have published in some of the preceding
pages of the present No., as the result of the late Presbyterian conven-
tion which met at Pittsburg, pursuant to a recommendation contained in
the “ Act and Testimony.” The following are the Preamble and Reso-
lutions which were adopted by the General Assembly in reference to said
Memorial. And from these it will be clearly seen, that although the Act
and Testimony, from its very beginning, has, by its enemies, (and, may
we not say the enemies of the truth?) been ridiculed, caricatured, and
most unjustly condemuned, it has nevertheless, so far, resulted in great,
and we trust lasting good to that branch of the visible church.

The Committee to whom was referred the Memorial and Petition of a number of
Ministers of the Presbyterian church, and Ruling Elders, &ec., report :

That they have cndeavored to deliberate on the said Memorial and Petition, and the
other papers committed to them, with all that respect which the character of those
from whom they come could not fail to inspire, and with all the calmness, impartiality
and solemnity which the deep importance of the subjects on which they have addressed _
the Assembly so manifestly demands.

In approaching the consideration of these weighty subjects, the committee deem it
to be an obvious duty to exclude from their view all those principles which result from
the wishes or plans of different parties in the church,and to take for their guide simply
the word of God, which we consider the only infallible rule of faith and practice ; and
those public formularies by which we have solemnly agreed and stipulated with each
other.to be governed inall our proceedings. The moment we depart from these,we are
not only exposed to all the evils of discord, but also run the risk of destroying those
bonds of union by which we have been so long bound together as an ecclesiastical
body. There is certainly no portion of the visible church, in which a harmonious ac-
cordance with the same adopted formularies, and a uniform submission to the same
rules of truth and order are go es<ential to the maintenance of ecclesiastical peace, and
to cordial co-operation in promoiing those great purposes for which the church was
founded by her King and Head, as among the churches of our denomination. The com-
mittee indeed by no means expect, and do not suppose that the Assembly would think
of enforeing that perfect agreement in views in every minute particular, which, in a
body so extended as the Presbyterian church, has perhaps never been realized ; but
that an entire and cordial agreement in all the radical principles of that system of truth
and order, which is taught in the holy scriptures, which is embodied in our Confession
of Faith and Form of Governinent, and which every minister and elder of the Presby-
terian church has solemnly subscribed and promised to maintain, may not only be rea-
sogably expected, but must be as far as possible secured, if we would maintain ¢ the
unity of the Spirit,” in the bonds of peace and love,—it is presumed the General As-
sembly will be unanimous in pronouncing. .1t this be not so, it is in vain that we as-
semble from year to year—in vain that we hope for intercourxe either pleasant or edi-
f{ling. Our judicatories must be scenes of discord and contlict, and the ties which bind
the severd] parts of our extended body to each other can scarcely fail of being ties of
strife and contention.

Under convictions which these general principles are adapted tc impress, the com-
mittee most deeply feel the importance of some of the conclusions to which they are
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constraimed to come ; and although some of these conclusions are at variance with se-
veral acts of the last General Assembly, yet they cannot doubt that they make an es-
sential part of the Presbyterian system, and of cemwrse cannot be abandoned without
seriously endangering both the comfort and safety of our beloved church.

‘I'he committee,therefore, as the result of their deliberations on the documents com-
mitted to them, would most respectfully recommend to the Assembly the adoption of
the following resolutions, viz :

1. Resolved, That in the judgment of this General Assembly it is the right of every
Presbytery to be entirely satisfied of the soundness in the faith and the good character
in every respect of those ministers who apply to be admitted into the Presbytery as
members, and who bring testimonials of good standing from sister Presbyteries or from
foreign bodies, with whom the Presbyterian church is in correspondence. And if there
be any reasonable doubt respecting the proper qualification of such candidates, notwith-
standing their testimonials, it is the right, and may be the duty of such a Presbytery
to examine them, or to take such other methods of being satisfied in regard to their
suitable character as msy be judged proper ; and if such satisfuction be not obtained,
to decline receiving them. In such case, it shall be the duty of the Presbytery reject-
ing the applicant, to make known what it has done to the Presbytery from which he

came, with its reasons—it being always understood that each Presbytery is, in this -

eoncern as in all others, responsible for its acts to the higher judicatories.

2. Resolved, That in the judgment of this General Assembly, it is the right, and
may be the duty of any judicatory of our church to take up, and if it see cause, to bear
testimony against any printed publications which may be circulating within its bounds,
and which 1n the judgment of that judicatory may be adapted to inculcate injurious
opinions, and this,whether the author be living or dead—whether he be in the com-
munion of our church or not—whether he be a member of the judicatory expressing
the opinion, or of some other. A judicatory may be solemnly called upon to warn the
churches under its care, and especially the rising generation, against an erroneous
book, while the author may not be within their bounds, or immediately responsible at
their bar ; and while, even if he were thus responsible and within their reach, they
might not think it necessary to arraign him as a heretic. To deny our judicatories, as.
guardians of the churches, this right, would be to deny them one of the most precious
and powerful means of bearing testimony against dangerous sentiments, and guarding
the children of the church against ¢‘that instruction which causeth to err.” The writer
of such a book may reside at a distayce from the neighborhood in which his work is
circulating and supposed to be doing mischief, or he may be so situated that even if it
be proper to commence process against them, it may not be possible to commence, or
at any rate to issue the process within a number of mnonths. In the mean while, if the
rith in question be denied, this book may be scattering poison, without the possibility
of seading forth an effectual antidote. Indeed, it may be indispensubly necessary, in
cases which may be easily imagined, to send out such a warning, even though the
author of the work were fully acquitted from the charge of heresy.

8. Resolved, that the erection of church courts, and especially of Presbyteries and
Synods, on the principle of elective affinity, that is, judicatories not bounded by geo-

phical limits, but having a chief rcgard in their erection to diversities of doctrinal
belief and of ecoclesiastical policy, is contrary both to the letter and spirit of our insti-
tution, and opens a wide door for mischief and abuses of the most serious kind. One
such Presbytery, if so disposed, might in process of time fill the whole church with
unsound and schismatic ministers, especially if the principle were adopted that regular
testimonials must of course secure the admission of those who bore them into any other
Presbytery. Such a Presbytery, moreover, being without geographical bounds, might
enter the limits aud disturb the repose of any church into which it might think proper
to intrude, and thus divide churches, stir up strife,and promote party spirit and schism,
with all their deplorable consequences. Surely a plan of procedure 1n the church of
God, which naturally and almost unavoidably tends to produce effects such as these,
ought to be frowned upon, and as soon as possible terminated by the supreme judica-
tory of the church. Therefore, o

4. Resolved, That at and after the meeting of the Synod of Philadelphia in October
next, the Synod of Delaware shall be dissolved, and the Presbyteries constituting the
same shall be then and thereafter annexed to the Synod of Philadelphia; and that the
Synod of Philadelphia thus constituted by the union aforesaid, shall take such order
concerning the organization of its several Presb{teries as may be deemed expedient
and constitutional ; and that said Synod, if it shall deem it desirable, make application
to the next General Assembly for sucn a division of the Synod as may best suit the
convenience of all its Presbyteries, and promote the glory of God.

5. Resolved, That while this General Assembly fully appreciate and deeply deplore
the many painful evils which result from the present division in our church, in respect

o the method of conducting domestic missions, and the education of beneficiary candi-

.
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dates for the ministry; they are persuaded that it is not expedient to attempt to pro-
hibit within our bounds the operations of the Home Missionary Society or of the Pres-
byterian Education Society, or any other voluntary association not subject to our
control : such an attempt would tend, it is believed,to increase rather than to diminish
the existing evils. The Assembly, however, is persuaded that it is the first and bind-
ing duty of the Presbyterian church to sustain her own boards; and that voluntary
associations, operating within the bosom of the Presbyterian church, and addressing
themselves to her members and congregations, are bound upon every principle both of
moral and ecclesiastical obligation, neither to educate, nor to send forth as Presbyte-
rians, any individuals known to hold sentiments contrary to the word of God, and to
the standards of the Presbyterian church.

6 Resolved,That the Assembly deem it no longer desirable that churches should be
formed in our Presbyterian eonncxion agreeably to the plan adopted by this Assembly
and the General Association of Connecticut, in 1801.

(2.) Resolved, That our brethren of the General Association of Connecticut be, and
they heieby are respectfully requested to consent that said plan shall be from and
after the next meeting of that Association, declared to be annulled.

(8.) Resolved, That the annulling of said plan shall not in any wise interfere with
t.llie existence of lawful operations of churches which have been already formed on this

an. .

P 7. Resolved, That this General Assembly see no cause either to terminate or modify
the plan of correspondence with the Associations of our Congregational brethren in
New-England. That correspondence has been long established. It is believed to
have been productive of mutual benefit. It is now divested of the voting power,which
alone could be considered as infringing the constitution of our church, by introducing
persons clothed with the character of plenary members of the Assembly. It stands at
present substantially on the same footing with the visits of our brethren from the Con-
gregational Union of England and Wales; and in the present age of enlarged counsel
and of combined effort for the conversion of the world, ought by no means to be abol-
ished. Besides, the Assembly are persuaded that amidst the increasing and growing
intercourse between the Presbyterian and Congregational churches, it is desirable to
introduce terms of correspondence, even if they did not already exist.

8. Resolved, That while this General Assembly has no means of ascertaining to
what extent the doctrinal errors alleged in the Memorial to exist in our church, do re-
ally prevail, it cannot hesitate to express the painful conviction that the allegation is
by no means unfounded ; and at thc same time_ to condemn all such opinions as not
distinguishable from Pelagian or Arminian errors’; and to declare their judgment that
the holding of the opinions referred to, is incompatible with an honest adoption of our
Confession of Faith. That this is the case will be doubted by none who impartially
consider the statements of that formulary contained in chap. 7, sec. 3 and 4; chap. 7,
sec. 2; chap. 8; chap. 9; chap. 10, sec. 1 and 2 ; chap. 9, sec. 1st,—which sentiments
must of course be interpre.ed in their- plain, obvious and hitherto acknowledged sense.
A‘%a.inst the doctrinal opinions,therefore,above alluded to,the Assembly would sclemnly
lift a warning voice, and would enjoin upon all our Presbyteries and Synods to exer-
cise the utmost vigilance in guarding against the introduction and publication of such

pestiferous errors. .
Each of the above resolutions gave rise to much discussion. They
were all carried, howcver, by a large majority. The vote on the first
stood, ayes 129, nays 79. The rest pussed, we understand, by still
greater majorities. It may be proper here to remark that we do not ac-
cede to the principle involved in the first resolution. It strikes at the
unity of the church. It exhibits a church refusing to be in communion
with itself! We cannot allow that a Presbytery has the right to review
and set aside the decisious of a co-ordinate Presbytery. The peculiar
circumstances, however, in which the orthodox in the Assembly have
been placed for some years past, have led to the adoption of the said
rinciple. But these very circumstances prove the sin of the orthodex.
ad they been vigilant and faithful, no Presbytery could have arisen in
their body that would have given clean papers to a person of avowed
heterodox sentiment. And if any such Presbytery now exists, its over-
throw could easily be accomplished without having recourse to an un-
presbyterial principle. It may be interesting, however, to our readers,

to give an extract of the argument on both sides of the question involved
in the first resolution. ‘
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Mr. Leach said, ‘‘as to the constitutional question, why had it been brought before
the last assembly ? Ifthe case was so very clear, why had it ever been brought up, and
why was the assembly now memorialized to. declare whether presbyteries might ¢on-
stitutionally examine persons applying to be received by them or not? This very fact
showed that the thing was not so plainly to be seen in the constitution, for if it was,
those gentlemen would not have failed to see it.

Mr. L. now invited attention to what the constitution did declare on the subject, and
he commenced by quoting tl.e following pussage :

$The radical principles of presbyterian church government and discipline are, that
the several diﬂfe’rent congregations of believers, taken collectively, constitute one
Church of christ, called emphatically the church; that a larger part of the church, or
a representation of it, should govern a smaller, or determine matters of controversy
which arise therein ; that in like manner, a representation of the whole should govern
and determine in regard to every part and to all the parts united, that is, a majority shall

overn. :
¢ Mr. L. expressed his hearty concurrence in these premises, and argued from them
that the united church possessed an indisputableright to determine what were the qual-
ifications for membership throughout the body. In confirmation of which he referred
to the following passage in the constitution.

“Every christian church, or union or association of particular churches is entitled to
declare the terms of admission into its communion and the qualifications of its minis-
ters and members.”

He also quoted the following passage :

¢God alone is Lord of the conscience, and hath left it free from the doctrine and
commandments of men, which are in any thing contrary to his word or beside it in mat-
ters of faith or worship.”

On this latter clause he presumed the advocates of the resolution, intended to hinge
their argument. But he protested against giving it snch a construction as should al-
low pre:byteries to determine for themseclves what should be the terms of communion
within their own bounds ; for that would be at once to declare that there was no unie
form system of action or government in thc Presbyterian church ; that the church was
not one ; and that its government was not one. To illustrate his meaning, he suppos-
ed a case where one presbytery should requirc of members, not only an ordinarily good
education, but that they should read German, and Sanscrit, and Chinese, and all the
languages of the world. Would they not by that act put themselves, quoad hoc., out
of the pale of the Presbyterian church. They would be no longer within one common
bond of brotherhood, under one common constitutional principle, but would be in fact
a different body altogether. The form of Government procecded on the principle that
the church as one body, had the right to determine what should be the qualifications
of membership within her communion ; and she had done it, by declaring that «“Those
"who are to be admitted to sealing ordinances, shall be examined as to their knowledge
and piety.” This was carrying out the principle as first laid down. Here was a uniform
rule applicable alike to every part of the church. Now suppouse a session instead of
this should admit applicants simply on the ground of a repetition of the Lord’s prayer,
the creed and the catechism, without requiring any evidence of a change of heart,—
Would it do for that session to say that they being virtually a small presbytery had a
right to judge of the qualifications of those who applied for membership? It would
not ; for though they were the judges, yet they were to judge according to the rule
here laid down. They might examine, but they must examine on the principles of the
constitution, They could make no new condition ; and if they should do so, it would
be a clear violation of the constitution and law of the church. And persons refused
admission for such reasons would havea valid ground of appeal. Now, inlike manner,
the constitution said that the church as a body had the right to determine what should
be the qualifications of its ministers; and it accordingly laid down in the 14th and
15th chapters of the Form of Church Government, what these qualifications should be,
Mr. L. referred to these requircments and observed that they were to be uniform through-
out the church and binding alike on every presbytery within her limits. The presby-
tery had no right to alter these terms. If it could add to them, it might also subtract
from them ; for the principle would work both ways. But to say that the presbytery
bad an inherent and independent right to say what should be the qualifications of its
own members, was to throw the reins loose upon their neck, and leave them in this es-
sential particular without government. The Assembly would censure any presbytery
that should presume to change these terms ; and it had done so in the case of the Cum-
berland Presbyterians, who for refusing to require of their candidates all that the Form
of Government laid down, had been justly separated from the bod{. Now suppose a
presbytery should go into the opposite extreme, and should very largely add to these
qnaligcctions. Suppose it to be a large and influential presbytery with a great number
of young men under its care. If these young men were penned up for ten years to-

.
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ether, studying what would be of no.use to them in their ministry, would they not
gave a right to complain? to appeal? and would not the Assembly sanction their ap-
peal? Surely it would. The rule of qualification’ in one presbytery was the rule of
qualification in all other presbyteries. If it was laid down for one, it was laid down for
all. If the rule was to be changed. let the constitutiqn be changed.

But it was contended that, though this right was inherent in presbyteries, yet it need
not in all cases be exercised. -And when was it to be exercised? When the presby-
tery had good reason to suspect that the applicant ought not to be received. And
what was this good reason? The minister came well accredited. He brought with
him the assurance of the presbytery he had left, that he was a good and true man, and
properly qualified to exercise his ministry. Still the t{;vreshyte\'y suspect him. Well;
ifthey had good reason to suspect, then they had good reason to inform the presbytery
which dismissed the man of the ground of that suspicion ; for he was still amenable to
the presbytery from whence he came, and not to that presbytery into which he sought
admission ; and if they neglected to do this, they were recreant to their duty, both to
the man and to the otﬁer presbytery. Mr. L. went entirely with the principles of ‘the
report that where there was good reason to suspect a man of unsoundness in the faith,
or an immoral life he ought not to be received. But yet it was maintained that the
presbytery might examine him.

Dr. MiLLer here corrected Mr. L. as to the phraseology of the report; it did not
speak of having ‘‘good reason to suspect,” but ofa case where there was ‘‘any reason-
able doubt.” '

Mr. L. said there should be no unreasonable doubt : for if doubt was unreasonable, it
was unchristian ; if it was reasonable, then the presbytery ought to take the constitu-
tional steps to have it resolved. For a judicatory who had nothing to do with a man,
not a particle of power over him, to undertake to try a man who was amenable to a dif-
ferent tribunal! was this Presbyterianism? No : it was a new fangled thing, to which
it was now sought to give currency in place of the good old well known thing called

%’;ﬁsbyterianism, and which he rejoiced to see in the Assemby’s book as he saw it in the
ible.

But suppose the man submitted to be examined ; what was the language of such an
act on the part of the presbytery? was it not this? It is true that we have examined
your papers, and that they declare you to be in good and regular standing and commend
you to our reception ; but we, have much doubt whether that presbytery, though they
ordained you, and though you have becn laboring for years within their bounds, have
the capacity to judge of you : for we are far more erthordox, or more holy, or more re-
fined and intellectual than they. There is some thing about us which renders 1t quite
doubtful, though you might be worthy enough of them, whether you a:e worthy of us.”
And was this the way to draw the bonds of brotherly love? Gentlemen talked of con-
fidence ineach other : but did not this very proposal prove that there was no such thing ?
and that they insisted on being beyond the control of the judgment of co-ordinate pres-
byteries ? Though the constitution had declared that the judgment of one church court
was to be respected as valid in all other church courts, yet it was now for some reason
—what reason he knew not, sought to set this principle wholly aside, to set ourselves
up as independent presbyteries, to resolve ourselves into a congregational organization
and to trample the doctrine and government of the Presbyterian church under foot.
He asked whether a man was ordained to be a minister only within the bounds of oue
presbytery? or for the whole church? and whether ifa man was qualified constitution-
ally for the bounds of one presbytery, he was not equally for all presbyteries ? If a man
brought the proof that he had been duly ordained in cne presbytery, was another pres-
bytery to re-judge its judgment ? It was a farce : a solemn presbyterial farce!

Dr. Hoag now rose and observed, that when a great question of Ecclesiastical poli-
ty was under consideration, and especially if it involved constitutional principles, it was

e imperious duty of the Assembly to look carefully, thoroughly and impartially, first
at its nature, seckondly at its direct and acknowledged tendencies, and thirdly at the
evil that might grow out of it. Dr. H. had endcavored thus to examine the question
now under discussion. He did not complain of the manner in which the opponents of
the resolution had preseuted their argument nor should he waste the time of the Assem- .
bly in wandering after them in their wanderings, and in introducing a thousand irrel-
evant topics suggested by the fruitful imagination of men strong in mind, strong infeel-
mii and bent upon their purpose. .

e would first inquire what was the true nature of this question? What was the
character of the pioposed resolution as constituting a part of an important report on
which the committee had labored with no small diligence? He believed what he said
when he declared that upon the manner in which the assembly should act on this reso-
lution, would depend, in a great degree, the future destinies of the Presbyterian church.
Yes, he believed it. On this very report the Assembly was to decide whether they
would continue one church, or be rent in pieces and scattered to the winds of heaven.
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The principle expressed in this resolution wasthe great conservative principle of Pres-
byterianism, and it was on this ground only that Dr. H. had assented to it. And wh
was it thus to be considered ? Far various reasons, but especially for this—that it
left to every member of Presbytery and of the church the right of resorting to first

. principles, not only those of our ecclesiastical constitution, but to the principles of in-
tegrity and truth, to which the final resort must be ever made.

The gentleman who had spoken had entirely mistaken the ground which the friends
of the resolution assumed, as to what these friends considered the strong point of the
defence and safety of the church. The brethren seemed to take it for granted that the
advocates of the resolution meant to say that the self-preserving power of the Presby-
tery was derived from the constitution of the church. It was not so. Dr. H. affirmed
that this conservative power stood by itself; that it existed far back of any conven-
tional agreement ; that it belonged to that sclf-preservation which was inherent in
every individual, in every corporate body of a civil kind, and in every judicatory of Je-
sus Christ, unless such individual or such body had parted with this power by its own
act. Would any man rise in his place and say that this principle was a false one 71—
Would any man have the hardihood to deny that it was the right of every individual
and of every collective body to exercise a conservative power over its own existence ?
And did not this right remain until parted with by actual compact? When a namber
of individuals associated together, expediency and even necessity required that they
should surrender some of their rights for the common benefit, and the better to secure
the residue. So far as they made this actual surrender, so far they were bound by it ;
but so far as they did not make such a surrender, the common sense of every man
would declare that all their original rights were inherent still. They never would be
parted with but by actual compuct. Apply these principles to a Presbytery. A Pres-
bytery was a corporate body, but not, as was often said of civil corporations, a body
that had no soul. It had a soul, and must act as a moral and accountable agent ; and
if this was its character, had it not a right to preserve its own principles?—its own
rules ?—its own ends of action, and its own modes of ascertaining those ends? Cer-
tainly it had, unless it was bound to surrender them by a compact which either took
away its original rights, of limited their exercise. And Dr. H. therefore affirmed
that the declaration of the resolution proposed for adoption, was but a simple affirma-
tion of an original and inherent right. He should not stay to prove that this was the
character of the resolution, but would only strengthen the position he had assumed by
one remark, in the truth of which he f:lIt full confidence. If he understood the nature
of Presbyterianism, the true fountain of all ecclesiastical power was the Presbytery.—
This body acted on the one hand upon churches and congregations, exercising over
them a control which was not against. their own consent, and which did not bring them
into bondage, but which was for their preservation and benefit. On the other han.d,
it reached up its power to the Synod and the General Assembly, to the Syned, by it-
self coustituting a part of the Synod ; and to the Assembly, by representation. This
was the position occupied by the Presbytery in the general systein; aud here all the
reserved and inherent powers belonging to the system were found remaining, among
which surely the right of preserving its own character must be oné. o

2d. Whether these reasons were admitted in all their extent or not, shl} if it was
admitted that the Presbytery had original right and might exercise, unless it was ac-
actually conceded by compact, then the inquiry presented itself; does the constitution
of the Presbyterian church deprive Presbyteries of this right in any degree? Does the
constitution inhibit its excrcise? To this inquiry, the answer was plain. There was
no express resignation of the power, nor any explicit inhibition of its exercise. It was
an argument by induction, from particular clauses that constituted a whole body of ar-
tillery which had been brought ts bear against the resolution. But the guns aimed too
low, and did not reach the position which they were meant to assail. .

To advert to the argument which had been drawn from the constitution, a brief ex-
amination would clearly show that the brethiren had taken wrong positions, and had a
wrong view of the whole case. The brother (Mr. Leach) had set out with a distiuct
reference to a clnuse in the constitution which laid down the radical pnnc:pleg of Pres-
byterianism. These were all true and goed and w holesome principles ; und if prayers
and ardent wishes were sufficient to produce such a result, Dr. 1L felt as though he
could pray day and night to the God of influences, that these should be in fact, as they

. were in theory, the principles of the Presbyterian church, and might be inculeated up-
on every member and upon every child of that church from its infuncy. But was it
possible, in thus affirming the unity of the church, to slide into a dogma which went to
establish a spiritual despotisin, and that of the worst form—the uncontrolable despot-
ism of the many over the rights of a purt? Because the Presbyteries had conceded
some of their natural rights, was it therefore true that they had parted with all t—that
their rights and powers were clean gone *—that the rights of minorities were no more
to be regarded? Was the Presbyterian body so completely congolidated that the voice
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of one of its parts must be, de facto, the voice of all other parts 2—so that if one part
of the body should perform an act or speak a word, that all other parts must be con-
cluded by this one, and must be liable to the action of that wrong, if wrong were
done? Was the union of church to be converted into a bond of slavery 7—so that if
one Presbytery should send forth ten or twenty or a hundred men, inimical to Presby-
terianism, and even to Christianity, with a certificate under its hand, every other Pres-
bytery throughout the body must receive these as good men and true? If this was
the essential principle of Presbyterisnism, he should wash his hands of it, and declare
himself an Independent on principle. :

. _ Report on Popery.

Mr. Breckenridge, of the committee to whom was re-committed the Report on
Ov:rltiure No. 10, from the Presbytery of Baltimore, on the subject of Popery, reported
as follows :

The commitee to whom was referred the Overture (No. 10) from the Presbytery of
Baltimore, on the subject of Popery, beg leave respectfully to recommend to this body
the adoption of the following resolutions, viz :

1. Resolved, That in the judgment of this Assembly, according to the declaration
of our excellent standards, chap. xxv. sec. 6, * the pope of Rome is that Anti-Christ,
that man of sin and son of perdition, that exalteth himself in the church against Christ,
and all that is called God,” as predicted and defined in the word of God, (£ Thess. 2d
chap. and elsewhere.) That the communion self-styled ¢ The Holy Catholic church,”
18 not the church of Christ, or @ church of Chiist, but is apostate from God, fallen by
unbelief, and cast off from the church of Christ; and therefore that her ordinances,
acts and administrations are not to be rccognized as valid, and that this is more espe-
pecially true in regard to her professed sacraments,of baptism and the eucharist—inas-
much as by various profane exorcisms, idolatrous incantationss, and unauthorised ad-
ditions, mutilations and ceremonies, these simple sacraments have wholly lost their
original character and true design; and morcover, that the prevalence of popery is
esteemed by this Assembly destructive of the souls of men.

2. Resolved, That while the prophecies of God's word, the history of popery, and
the spirit of the age give cheering and abundant evidence that this enormous organi-
zation is speedily to be dissolved, its power to be broken, and its influence to cease,
yet owing to the peculiar position of our beloved country, in regard to papal Europe,
and to the immense emigration of Roman Catholic population, and especially of Jesuit
priests from foreign lands, it is believed that our religious institutions are exposed to
imminent peril, without the united efiorts of the people of God ; and therefore we are
loudly called on, as American citizens and Protestant Christians, to use all wise and
Christian means consistent with the religious rights of our fellow men,to arrest o insi-
dious, alarming and ever-growing an evil: especially do we recommend the withdrawal
of all youth from under the care of Jesuit priests and papal nuns—to provide schools
adequate to the education of our youth, especially of our female children—to diffuse
light in the spirit of love by the prcss und the pulpit, and to seek, by intercession with
God, and by all moral influences within our reach, alike to save our country from the
destructive influence of popery, and to rescue the unhappy votaries of the pope from
the delusion by which they are imisled and destroyed.

8. Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to all our Theological Seminaries,
to train candidates for the sacred office with adequate instructions on the great ques-

tions involved in the papal controversy—eo that they may be fully qualified to meet .
and discomfit the priesthood of Rome.

Report of the Board of Managers of the Theological Seminary.

The following Report should have appeared at an earlier date, but
was inadvertently omitted :

At a meeting of the Board of Managers of the Theological Seminary, on the 25th
March, 1235, at the Hall, the following students were uppointed to be taken on trials
for license, viz : Mr. James Dixon, by the Presbytery of Muskingum; Messrs. Wm.
Galbraith, George M. Hall and David Strang, by the Presbytery of Chartiers. In the
event of their licensure, the following scale of ‘appointments was adopted, viz: Mr.
Dixon, in the Presbytery of Muskingum, August and September; Mr. Galbraith, Alle-
gleny, August—Philadelphia, Scptember ; Mr. Hall, Philadelphia, August, Septem-

r; Mr. Strang, Chartiers, August, September. By order of the Board. .

THOS. HANNA, BSecr'y.
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Art. 1. Death and Burial of Sarah.

Mr. Editor—I transmit.to you, for insertion in the Religious Monitor,
a few thoughts upon the 23d chapter of Genesis, which occurred to me
in reading this chapter lately, in my ordinary course of reading, and ata
leisure moment I enlarged upon—hoping that they may be of use to some

“of your readers, if not to inform them of things they know not, yet in

the way of turning their attention to things that need to be remembered,
and showing them that this passage, like many others, has more in it than
the mere history of the factses here related.  The subject it treats of is
the death of Sarah, and Abraham’s care to have her buried ; his buying
a field of the children of Heth for that purpose, and the manner in which
the affair of the purchase was transacted between him and them. There
is room for serious reflection from it, concerning death. It contains ex-

% the particular duties of
the christian life, and it contains much gospel in it. And in laying these
thoughts before them, I will considgr these things in their order. To
show that there is room for serious seflection from them, I shall give the

. following obscrvations as they occur,without any respect had to the order

of connection which is in the chapter from which they are taken.

1. All have to die, good and bad. It is appointed for all men once
to die, and after death the judgment.” A solemn decree has passed,
which, surer than the laws of the Medes and Persians, altereth not—
cannot be reversed, that this is not our rest, for it is Eollutcd. Sin has
opened a channel for death to make its inroads upon the human family,
80 that as with an overflowing flood it carries them away in their succes-
sive generations, and each one in his own appointed time and way, with-
out any possibility of evading its attacks. o .

The words his dead and thy dead serve, while reading this passage, to
remind us of this; becausc they suppose that others have their dead, as
well as Abraham ; and the children of Heth here seemed to have a com-
mon understanding of what was meant by the words. They had their
dead, and they sympathised with Abraham, knowing that his case, or the
case of his deceased partner in life, would in due time and might shortly
be theirs. The grave is the place where the rich and the poor meet ; the
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master and the servant; the great worldly potentate and the meanest of
his subjects ; the righteous and the wicked; the infidel, who dares to
deny, if not the being of a God, at least of an all-governing Providence,
or a divine revelation given from heaven to men as a rule of christian
faith and practice,—and the believer. (Job iii. 13-—20.) There is no
discharge in thiswar. A few, indeed, have escaped the beaten path, as
Enoch and Elias, but they have undergone what is equivalent. The
had to leave the world in their appointed time, as well as others, thoug
with a peculiarity in their case that displayed the Lord’s favor towards
them, for their zeal and faithfulness in the evil times they lived in, and
was designed to answer other wise purposes of Jehovah, not particularly
made known to us. And so plain is the fact, that it needs not to be pro-
ven. Every man carries about with him the proof, in the mortality that
cleaves to him. He dies while he lives, and is going down to the grave
while he is growing up to his best estate of manhood in this world.—
While he is busy about the affairs of the world, he is a candidate for eter-
ni}y, and does not know how near he is toit. And the only necessity of
referring to the fact that 411 must die, is that we may have it in our daily
remembrance, and be improving it, with a view to that eternity whichis
before us.

2. That mourning for departed friends and relatives is allowed to us.
There is a day,when the Lord God of Hosts calls to weeping and mourn-_
ing, not only in respect of sins prevailing, but also in respect of sorrows
that come upon us, or a time to mourn. When friends and relatives are
taken away from us by death, so as we lose their society, especially if
they are (Fodly persons,we have reason to mourn, though our loss is their

ain; and we find that mourning for deceased relatives has in every age
en practised by the saints of God, as well as others. Abraham here
mourned for Sarah, verse 8d. Jacob mourned for his son Joseph, s\;y
posed to be dead; Joseph and his brethren mfourned for Jacob, &e'u- a-
ther; the people of Isracl mourned for good Josiah ; and at the grave of
Lazarus, Jesus wept or mourned for him. Religion does not destroy the
common feelings and sympathies of our nature, %ul rather refines them,
and gives them a proper direction ; keeps them in proper bounds, and
even shews itself in some degree through them. It teaches to “mourn-
for those that mourn, and weep for those that weep;” -and tells us ‘““not
to despise the chastening of the Lord,” but allows us, and even makes it
our duty to feel under it, so as that if a friend or relation is taken away
from us by death,we shall fecl it sengibly as a dispensation of Providence
that to us is afflictive and makes us sorrow for them: yet if they are true
beh_evers, not as those of whom we have no hope, to be without these
feelings and sympathies, betokens often a heart careless under the re-
bukes of God in his providence, and hardened in sin. The Lord com-
K};l;ns of the people of Israel, as an evidence of the hardness of their
arts, (Jer. i 30.) “In vain bave I smitten your children, and ye re-
ceived no correction.” They received not God’s hand laid upon them*in
providence as a correction. ~They were unfeeling under it, so that it did
not answer to them its proper end, as a chastisement from him.

3. That the death of those we are conversant with taking place, one
after another, relatives, friends, acquaintances, neighbors, &ec., should re-
m!nd us of our situation in the world, as sojourners. Abraham was re-
minded of this by the death of Sarah. He was so in fact, but her death
served particularly to put him in remembrance of the fact. So the Lord,
by the removals of others around us in death, and especially by deaths
which occur in our own families and among our connexions, teaches us
that we should be remembering our real condition here as strangers and
sojourrfers. One makes the remark, (to very good purpose) that as we
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come nearer the grave, and to prepare us the better for bidding an udieu
to the world, when the time comes that we must leave it, and to loosen
our attachments from it, the Lord in his providence, in infinite wisdom,
takes away our earlier acquaintances and friends and our relations, one
after another, until in a manner we have few to associate with, and we
become as strangers to the world before we leave it, if we are spared to
the period of an old age; so as we have the less, as it were, to engage
us to stay, and may the readier be disposed to turn our eye to that better
country to which we profess that we are journeying. “I shall go to
him” David was brought to say, upon the death of his child, “but he
shall not return unto me.” It would be a right improvement of God’s
ways in providence to us, were deaths in our families and among our
connexions and neighbors to serve this end to us, to lead the more our
affections away from the world, and dispose us to be lookikg out for
death, and endeavoring after an actual preparation for it. Suci dispen-
sdtions are calls to us to be also ready, as the Lord Christ may come at
an hoar when we think not.
" Man in his best estate here is but a stranger and a sojourner,—be-
lievers are so particularly, verse 4th. Men of the world are so by ne-
cessity, but believers by profession, and even of choice. They declare
that they seek a country that is heavenly. Abraham was a great man in
his day, but he was a sojourner in the world, like others, and having ful-
filled the duty of his generation, like those who were before him, he had
to leave it, and endeavored to keep this in remembrance. The children
of Heth were sojourners in the world, properly, as well as Abraham, but
they seemed to forget it. Abraham keeps it distinctly in view; “I am
a stranger and a sojourner with you.” e, too, have to go our way at
last, while others will take our place—all this serving to remind us that
here we have no continuing city of abode ; that we are pilgrims and so-
journers, like our fathers. We begin our journey as soon as we come
into the world, and it ends in death. We are sojourners; all sojourn
while we are in it, and death will bring believers to their home. It will
carry wicked men, though not to their home, in the same sweet sense of
the word in which heaven is to be considered as a home to the believer,
yet to their eternal abode in the mansions of woe.
4. Death makes & mighty change in the bodies of men. “ Thou
. changest their countenance, and sendest them away.” The most lovely
countenance death disfigures. . Though Sarah was to Abraham the de-
sire of his eyes in his lifctime, he secks after her death to have her bu-
ried out of his sight. Death will make an amazing change to pass upon
the most beautiful countenance. In the hour of death, if wasting disease
does it not sooner, its beauty departs greatly from it. A few days after
it has done its work, and we could not look upon it with any feeling of
satisfaction. When it has begun to be a prey to the worms, the sight
would be so horrid that few could behold it: we would turn away our
eyes with pain from the scene, were it before us. How should this tend
to suppress the risings of pride in young persons, in consequence of the
beauty of their countenance, manly form and handsome figure, if they
possess these, and such qualities or accomplishments of the body as are
calcalated to attract the gaze of their fellow mortals! and d}spose them
to pursue after more solid properties! And should it not dispose man-
kind to value one another not so much for these things as for true mental
excellence—the grace of God in persons—the image of God shewing it-
self forth through them—the love of God in them, and fear of God they
seem to be possessed of. These are the things that justly commend those
who are possessed of them to the estcem and regard of fellow mortals
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These are substantial recommendations : all others are like the. flower
that may make a show for a little time, but soon withers and falls off.

5. Among our possessions which we have in the world, are the sepul-
chres which we have for our use, not in our lifetime as it respects our-
selves, but at our death. We have them in our lifetime for the benefit of
our families, our friends and ourselves, that they may be ready when we
need them, and the poorest must have them as well as the rich. - Some
are rich in this world in lands and possessions, having large estates, while
others, like our Lord, who had not where to lay his head, have none in
their lifetime ; but at death they must have a burying place equally with
the rich, and are not left behind them in this respect. Alexander, who
conquered the world, had no more than six feet to contain his body at
last, and this was all that was necessary. Those who ceuld never calla
foot l;)f land their own in their lifetime, will after their death possess as
much. . , o

In all parts of the world iuhabited by civilized man,we find that places

of interment make a portion of that property they endeavor to be pos-

sessed of; and no sooner do 1heg' become civilized, than they begin to
shew a respect to these things, if before they were neglected. It is men-
tioned by one of the earlier missionaries which went out to Caffraria, (I
think) that the custom there was to expose the dead to vultures and other
beasts of prey ; but some of the mission family dying, and being interred
in the manner most common in the civilized world, the mode of disposing
of them by burying began to be adopted as the more decent and proper.
Societies may not have their churches and temples, but they must have
their burying grounds, their sepulchres. Do we travel through most in-
habited countries, we find every where in them, throughout, places ap-
propriated for the dead, and it becomes necessary, from the common
mortality of man. As certainly as man lives, so certainly he must some
time die; and while he has to make provision for his maintenance and
comfort while living, so he, or others for him, have to make provision in
reference to his death. Abraham obtained this field of Machpelah, and
had it made sure to him for a possession—the field and the cave, and all
the trees that were in the ﬁeltr and in all the borders round about ; and
the fact is as particularly described as if he had been buying a large
inheritance, which he and his family after him were te live on, and were
to possess forever.

6. A decent respect to the dead in general, and a sympathy with those

who suffer the loss by their removal, is to be expected of all those who
are endowed with principles of common civility. There are many rea-
sons for it. Death is tHe common lot of men, and by the death of others
we are warned that our own time may soon come, when we must go the
way of all the earth, and that it is at any rate before us,—while it would
be grating to our own feelings to know that our own bodies, after death,
would be treated otherwise ; and as we naturally desire with respect to
ourselves, so should we be inclined to do toward otlers. Some, indeed,
have been so monstrously wicked, and so little entitled to the common
feelings of mankind, in their sympathies with one another,that their dead
bodies have been treated with contempt, as some have been buried, ac-
cording to the language of holy writ, with the burial of an ass. But the
common relation which those whe possess human nature have to one
another, requires it in general cases. The body, as once the receptacle
of a soul endowed with reason and intellect, and which is in its nature
immortal, and as in itself, by its peculiar form and the upright countenance
of man, in a certain degree the image of God in the remains of it, even
in fallen nature, serves to show that this is proper.* He is the lord of this

* We think it unwarrantable to ascribe any “degree” of the image of G ther “ " of body
* upright countenauce of man."—Edit. Rel. W ° e 0d, either 10 the ﬁ?nn of o

>
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lower world, though fallen from his primeval dignity, and it is decent
that he -be distinguished from the brutes, in this. °

- The children of Heth, though heathens, and a portion of those Canaan-
itish nations which were devoted to destruction for their wickedness, yet
were not so lost to all sense of decency and humanity as not to sympa-
thise with Abraham: concerning his dead, and show a respectful attention
to his deceased partner, Sarah. And it is owing to more than a hea-
thenish cruelty in the votaries of the Roman Catholic church, in some
parts of the vast domain of the mam of sin, that they will not allow Pro-
testants to be decently interred, but treat their dead bodies with every
measure of contempt. It shows that Romanism, in its very nature, tends
to blunt the common feelings of humanity in those who are given to this

- error. :

7. To have our dead decently disposed of belongs not only to the prin-
ciﬁles of common civility, but of Christianity ; and there is something in
Christianity that calls particularly for a decent disposal of the dead, who

- have been creditable professors of it. The hope of a resurrection, and

the consideration that believers are all members of the mystical body of
Christ, seem 1o teach that a due respect to the bodies of dead saints
should be shown in this way. Though they have to die, and their dust
goes back to kindred dust, and mingles with it, yet it is not so as that it
shall never again assume its womeg form and connexion with the soul,
which once inhabited it. A decent interment of the dead bodies of be-
lieverss, is a practical declaration of the belief of those who are the in-
struments in conveying them to their long home, in that truth which is,
and will be verified conterning all true believers, as to their bodily part—
“It is sown in corruption—it is raised in glory;”’ and to express the hope
of the living concerning them, and our hope of a resurrection in general,
it seems to be proper—as. their bodies are members of Christ, and sleep
in Jesus in the grave itself, so as that he and they are not separated in
death any more than in life. To the honer of Christ, of whose mystical
bodies they form a part in their bodies as well as in their souls, a due re-
spect belongs to them, that Christ may be honored in them, by this
means. :

There is a respect due to the dead bodies of saints, (though it is not to
be carried to that excess in which the mother of harlots teaches her vota-
ries to carry it, namely, so as to worship at their shrine—to adore their
relics, and to place a virtue in the tomb that contains them, which, were
they even what they are pretended to be, is to carry a common respect
that belongs to them to the length of a superstitious veneration, putting
them in some measure of equality with Christ himself, and even giving
to them honors beyond what they are warranted to give Christ himself;
for even as to his human body, the cross he suftered on, and the tomb
which enclosed his dead body after his crucifixion—no worship was
due nor virtue to be expected from them.) And the Spirit of God,
through the Psalmist, as an inspired pcnman, complains of the great in-
justice done to them, in the way of insults given to their dead bodies, and
maltreatment of them afier death, in Psalm Ixxix. 2d verse: * The dcad
bodies of thy servants have they given to be meat unto the fowls of the
heaven, the flesh of thy saints unto the beasts of the earth;” and that
there was none to bury them—to do this honor to them after their death.
Believers, according to that Psalm, do not all get their bodies dccently
buried. Some have been torn by wild beasts; some have been burnt to
ashes, and have had their ashes scattercd to the four winds, or thrown
into rivers, if possible to render the reunion of the respective particles of
which they were composed more improbable. Some have been buried
in the ocean, by the hand of violence or otherwise ; and some have been
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lost, so as it is not known where they are, nor what disposal Providenee
has made of them. And in the event, it is to themselves no loss, however
Jittle honor was put upon them in their death, or after it; and, however
widely scattered their ashes may be, they will have all a certain and a
glorious resurrection at last, dust being united together to its ‘dust,” and
that which was sown in corraption being raised in glory. But this does
not make the decent disposal of them after death any less a duty, when

rsons have it in their power to do so, and to the honor of Christ teo.
A cup of cold water the disciples of Christ often cannot get, when- they .
need it: but, given to a disciple in the name of a disciple, and to the
honor of Christ, it shall not want its reward ; and a decent respect shewn -
to the dead bodies of thesaints for Christ’s name’s sake,will have this sen-
tence of approbation passed upon it at last, by Christ himself : “Inasmuch
as ye did 1t to these, ye did it to me.”

Abraham here shows a respectful attention to the dead body of his
beloved Sarah, and doubtless he was influenced the more to do this from
the consideration that she was a true believer, as in the 11th chapter of
Hebrews she is represented to be. The promise that God would be his
God and the God of his seed,was seen through her particularly: she gave
evidence of a dutiful respect to Abraham in his lifetime, in a fulfillment
of the relative duties which it belonged to her to discharge, to the glory
of God ; as it is recorded of her that she obeyed Abraham, calling him
lord, whose daughters all godly women are, &c. And the Holy Ghost
records this case about her when dead, by Abraham, doubtless for our
example to those to whom the ends of the earth are come. The believer, -
as he is a member of the mystical body of Christ, like Christ his mystical
head, he is to rest his flesh in the grave in hope : and others are to place
it there in hope of a'blessed resurrection it will obtain in due time.

8. Rightly exercised, believers mingle religion with all their dealin
in the world, and especially with more important concerns which befal
them on their way through it. Abraham, here, amidst all his care about
the disposal of the bod?' of his beloved Sarah, shows himself to be a true
believer. He talks religiously: he shows himself to be honest and up-
right in his dealings. He has a respect to the covenant promise in all his
anxiety. He shows the hope he possessed of a blessed resurrection—as,
why so much care about a burying place for Sarah, if her body was to
become dust, and remain so, without any hope of a resurrection? - If a
connexion did not yet subsist between it and the soul already glorified,
and they were not to be re-united, that they might together ever?astingly
enjoy the fellowship of Christ in heaven, her body was not much more
worthy of so much attention being paid to it, than an old cast-off garment
which she wore in her lifetime. So the saints of God, religion shines
out through them in their daily walk and conversation, and particularl
when go remarkable events in providence occur as bereavements by deat
in their families of a beloved parent, & belaved husband or wife, or a be-
loved child. Jacob, when the king of Egy;;t, Pharaoh, asks him, (in &
‘carnal way to be sure) “ How old art thou?” he answers, * The days of
the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years; few and
evil have the days of the years of my life been, and have not attained
unto the days of the years of the life of my fathers, in the days of their
pilgrimage. Isaac on his death bed “blessed Jacob and Esau concera-
ipg things to come;” and Jacob on his death bed blessed his children.—
They lived in faith and died in faith. So it is with all the saints. Others
sometimes appear very serious about the time of a death in their families
or among their connexions or neighbors, but they do not mingle religion
so much with their general concerns. The children of Heth went about
the matter of a contract with Abrgham here, with some seeming serious-
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ness. They talk about the matter of Sarab’s death with decency; but
Abraham is religious in the whole affair.

9. There is something noble and dignificd in the manner in which a
true believer is exerciscd, about the time of a death in his family, or
among his connexions, when he carries himself suitably to his professed
character, compared with what at such times is often found in others.—
Abraham, endcavoring to obtain a burying a place for his Sarah, goes
. about the matter seriously, yet with composure. Providence had made
a very great change to take place in his family: the desire of his
eyes was now taken away from him, and he was to have her assistance
no more in the business of his household, or the pleasure of her company
and conversing with her, as in times past, about their common concerns,
and more especially about what God had done for them both, in calling
them out from among their heathen relatives, and making his covenant
promise that he would be their God and the God of their seed after
them, and fulfilling it already in part, in the birth of Jacob, the child
of the promise. And he meets the dispensation, trying as it was, with
resignation. There is a command given, that “ we despise not the chas-
tening of the Lord, nor faint when we are rebuked by him.” Abraham
endeavored to practise according to it, even before as a command it had
its existence in holy writ, in so many words, as an example to us in sim-
ilar circumstances to encourage us to be obedient in tﬁe ways of the
Lord, and to practise according to it, as we have it very plainly as a
command set before us. He neither despised this chastening of the
Lord, nor fainted under it. He endeavors to improve the circumstance
of Sarah’s death to the best advantage.

When the Lord deals in similar providences with ungodly persons,
they give themselves up often to excess in sorrow, or they make light
of the Lord’s dealings with them, in those adverse dispensations he
brings upon them. Their mourning is so as that they will not be com-
forted, or they are light and trifling in their carriage, about a time
when they are called upon by the rebukes and warnings of God, given
to them in providence to be serious. Around the death bed of a godly
person, when godly connexions and godly neighbors are in attendance,
there is a vast difference, generally, from what is to be seen around
the death bed of the ungodly and the carcless. - Around the one is to
be seen a serious composure ; hope is mingled with grief and sorrow.
Acauiesccnce in the holy pleasures of Jehovah, who does all things
well, appears on the very countenances of those who are witnesses of
the solemn scene, and there is a ready justification of God, in such
dispensations of his. Around the other is to be seen, in the reverse, ex-
cessive sorrow or the vacant stare. If there is sorrow, it is sorrow as
if there were no hope—or if there is a hope, it is in an unmecaning
and presumptive way in which it is shown—not in the way in which
Abraham shows his hope here, who gocs to God’s word of promisc for it.
God had promised him the land of Canaan, to be a posscssion to his secd
after him, and through this promise, he had a promise of heaven §iveu
to him, te which he was himself to be brought in due time, of which the
land of Canaan was to be a type and figurc. HHe looked forward to
the accomglishment of this promise in hope, and endeavors to take pos-
session by this burying place as an earnest of his sced’s enjoying it, and
also as an earnest 1n respect to the accomplishment of the promise to him-
self and Sarah spiritual{;:. . ,

(To be concluded.]
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ArT. H. Cause of Apostacy.
R Concluded from page 38. g
“Having a form of Godliness.”—Sometimes a very sound creed and a
very strict and punctual form of duties, private and public, but more gen-
erally they are unscriptural in some part of their profession, and loose
and irregular in their duties. More generally still they are content to
belong to any church, and believe there is little difference, they -are a
church going people, they reccive both sacraments and give a little to
support the ordinances. And besides all these there is great multitudes
content with going to church on Sabbath forenoon, without any more.—
I cannot here describe all the variety in their forms of godliness, but sure-
ly there can be none lower than the name christian, neither Pagans, Turks,
ews, nor Catholics, but christians. They are christians. :
But whatever be their form their sins have many peculiar aggravations.
First, this form of godliness, itselfis a sin of a heinous nature, for it is but
a form, as the next words inform us “they deny the power of it” not by
way of inference or necessary consequence, but directly and fermally.—
They renounce it and disown it. - There is the authority, which the truths
of godliness claim over the heart and affections and thoughts within, and
over the words and actions without, they renounce ; and that life of god-
liness, that holy, humble, loving reverence and submission to God in Christ,
and receiving by faith the truths and promises of the Gospel in which lies the -
christians chief enfoyment, they deny.” They do not deny godliness or-
religion, but deny these things to be belonging toit. This being the case
their godliness is nothing better than an empty dcad form. But it is
something far worse, in very many of them. JI."hcy are few indeed whose
intellectual powers are so small as not to enable them to understand the
general import of their professions of godliness when they profess to ob-
serve the sabbath, hear the gospel, read the inspired words of scripture,
sing praise—pray—fast—and it is not possible in most cases for them not
to perceive that in these religious acts they are professing not only to ad-
mit of but to submit to the power of godliness which they at the same
time deny. What can this be buf hypocrisy? God is mocked in their
worship, fellow men are deccived by their professions. Hypocisy under
any circumstarices is so very base a thing that few men have been found
so lost to moral sense as not to despise it—but consider what it must be
“here. It is dene on the sabbath, a day set apart exclusively for pure and
spiritual and sacred acts; therefore thcy on the matter say that this hy-
pocrisy of theirs is of this character. It is done in the assembly of the’
saints, who in heart as well as expression, do abhor hypocrisy ; and these
are in effect saying that they abhor it too, while they are in the very act.
In so far as their form of godliness consists with truth they are practising
their hypocrisy in opposing and betraying that truth. It is done in acts
of solemn worship to God, in which they are acknowledging the omnis-
cient to be looking on and witnessing their inmost heart movings. Yea,
and approving of what they are doing, and calling upon him to accept them
and it! Again how solemn are some of the acts in their “Form” in which
there is nothing but this hypocrisy ! it is in their most solemn vows. in’
their engagements at baptism—at the Lord’s table, at ordinations to office,
&c. Then lastly it is repcated. It were a sin of dreadful aggravation
to do it oncé. What mind then can conceive, or tongue can utter the
enormity of going on with it for twenty or thirty years! :
Second, let us consider, their “denying the power of it.” This is anoth-
er sin of dreadful aggravation. I do not say but that in some it is done
in a degree of ignorance, which yet is not to be excused, especially if their
ignorance be in consequence of their neglect of both means and opportu-
nity of knowledge which lie within their reach every day. I leave it 10
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conscience whether the plea of ignorance will avail that man who can
read—has the Bible in his posession, and knows where he can ‘ever
sabbath hear it explained. Still less force will this plea have to excuK
pate where ignorance is the result of a set purpose, when people keep
away from the gates and posts of wisdom’s doors for fear their ignorance
should forsake them and leave them without excuse before the bar of con-
science. They will not buy or read such a book for fear it might force
the light into their mind, and they might be compelled to know the truth
to a greater extent, and particular truths which they do not wish to know
to be truths, such as particular unconditional election, the imputation of
Adam’s first sin, particular atonement, &c. They will not go to hear such
a preacher, nor consider the exemplary life of such christians, lest they
should be obliged to find out their sins or be found out of their own con-
science. These will find out at last, if not before, that their ignorance is
but another name for ‘“hated-light,” which will turn states-evidence and
make proof that they ‘resisted the truth” all their days, while it constantly
sought entrance into their minds. This will aggravate their denying the
wer of godliness. They might and could often have discovered that it
ath a commanding authority and a vital power belonging to it, but they
chose not to discover it and diligently kept out of its way. But there are
others, and there are many it is to be feared, who commit this sin agains¢
their knowledge. They understand clearly that godliness has this.power,
and yet they go on to deny it. They have perceived the sense and im-
rt of scripture sufficiently to know this. Their ‘“denying the power of
it” must, therefore, be exceedingly aggravated under any circumstances.
Although their knowledge be not quite so extensive as that of others, yet
if they know this much, and although they did it but once and under
strong temptations, yet it would be a great sin. What then must it be
when they do it without any strong temptations—when they do it delib-
erately—with extensive knowledge of the scriptures—and with a knowl-
edge of the judgments which God Las poured upon those who have in
times past followed their line of conduct! They have before them many
examples of the life and power of godliness, and can easily understand
how excellent and desirable a thing it is, and what good and desirable fruit
it yields to man through the periods, relations and conditions of life ; and
farther, they know what bitter things have come out of this “denying”
it, what vice, what crime and misery, what torments of conscience, what
ruin and destruction to individuals and to states, have sprung from it, and
will spring from it again—and their own conscience as yet condemning
their conduct, and yet they go on to do it year after year, carrying it out
more openly, more boldly, and into further acts which they had not done
before. I find no terms to express the measure of their guilt.

But great as it is, many of them are left to greater still, viz. “to resist
the truth.”—First, this is to be charged upon their “denying the pow-
er of godliness.” I will not say that many, I hope they are but few,
do this expressly with the design of “resisting the truth,” but they design
to make this denial while the truth is all the time fighting against them,
and trying to dissuade them, and they against it. Their conscience en-
lightened—their early education—the example of the Godly—thescrip-
ture which they have committed to memory, and which they read,
and the sermons they hear—the reproofs of friends, the testimony of
the church (through God’s mercy there is still a testimony,) all join in op-
geosing their denial of the power of godliness. Often is the case argued

fore the mind. Often do these advocates plead and reason with the
man to stop, but it is all to no purpose. They are determined on their
course. Their course of eonduct, too in which they make this denial, is
Vou. XIIL 10
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itself an aggravation. viz. that which is described in the preceding verses.

“For men s%:all be lovers of their own selves, boasters, proud, &c.” It is

in these vicious ?ropensities and the actions thence proceeding that they "
“resist the truth.” Farther, it is frequently to be charged on their “form

of godliness.” They are not ignorant of the errors in doctrine and cor-’
ruption in worship, which their form embraces. They knew very well

where was a form more agreeable to scripture, but this was less disagrec-

able tp their carnal mind than that, more convenient and more fashionable,
and so they made choice of it, while truth was staring them in the face

and remonstrating and protesting against their deed, and conscience wit-

nessing and signing the same. , :

This same charge lies against much that is preached from the pulpit
and published from the press; it is done in resistance to the truth, such
have been the instructions, the conviction, the knowledge and the solemn
vows of many individuals, that if they preach or publish such things at all,
they must do it in the way of fighting against the truth present to their
thoughts. And it is to such characters as these that the text obviously
refers ; they are extremely anxious to make proselytes, their zeal carrics
them far beyond the line of all sober men, they take most unjustifiable
measures, they use craft and deceit, “they creep into houses and lead cap-
tive silly women ;" surely by the time that men will resort to such meas-
ures to incrcase their party, they must have tried every other. Perhaps
there is nothing in all this passage, that comes closer home to the spirit
of the times, than this proselyting, it is only one way that is mentioned,
but it is an extreme measure, and implies all the rest. It implies that
they are compassing sca and land to make proselytcs. Every plan they
try that promises to move and excite the multitude to “cer religion” and
to add their names to the communicant’s roll.

The next aggravation, is continuance in this sin, “they do always resist
the truth”—truth attested by the clearest and most forcible evidence ; on
this account they are compared to Jannes and Jambres, who withstood
Moses. To continue at this rate, is to sin with a high hand. To go on
from year to year in this course can be nothing else than heaping up wrath
against the day of wrath. :

Then what traths they are which they resist! Truths expressive of the
highest glory of the triure Jehovah, and embracing the eternal happiness
of man! Nothing less than the great mystery of godliness, God manifest
in the flesh! his vicarious obedience and death, the sovereignty of grace
in electing, calling, justifying and saving sinners!

‘At the same time the Almighty has in many waystestified his displeas-
ure with these things. He has both spoken with his mouth and touched
with his hand. The light in which he has viewed the conduct of profes-
sors of this description in time past, and the punishment which he has in-
flicted on them, stands on record, witnessing against us. The issue of
such a course, the wholc world has alrcady witnessed, and severely felt in
the great Roman Catholic apostacy. God has through all these times of
decline still raiscd up a few, and stirred up their spirit by his spirit to tes-
tify openly and with point against all these things. Andbesides all this,
he has sent and is still sending one judgment after another 1o call us to
repentance. But we have not repented.

Such is the awful state to which things have come amongst us, and
such arc.the effects and consequences of not “remembering the way in
which the Lord has led.” ‘ '

And now what shall we look for to be the end of these things? If there
is any point which ought to arrest the attention of every serious man, at,
this time, it is this. A truc answer must embrace events that will deeply’
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touch every interest in community. There is not a church nor a state
that shall stand neutral to it. v
 Let us for a moment return to the 8th ch. of Deut. from the 2nd verse -
of which, these a‘pers were suggested, and we shall find it stated ver. 19
—if thou do at all forget the Lord thy God, and walk after other gods, and
serve them and wership them, I testify against you this day, that ye shall
surely perish, as the nations which the Lord destroyed before your face, so
shall ye perish.” They did forget the Lord their God, and they have per-
‘ished. And if, as I have proved, this “remembering of the way in which
the Lord leads,” be a general rule, we have just rcason to apprehend the
same punishment as the due reward of our apostacy. On this point I shall’
only state the several things that occur to me and leave them to the seri-
ous reflection of the reader, and pass on to the last topic which T have in
view at this time, viz. what ought we to do? First, then, it is scarcely
possible to conclude any thing else from the preceding view of the sins of
professors, than that God has given multitudes over to themselves. The
very length which they have gone scems proof cnough of this. There isno
instance since the christian era of thosc who have gone so far ever return-
ing again: neither does the passage just considered leave any ground to
. expect it—their backsliding courses have brought on a degree of insensibil-
ity and hardness of heart, that is without any parallel. It has generated
a spirit of Deism, or I should say Athcism, which has out stripped its pre-
decessors in subtlety, boldness and contempt, and is in many of its features
entirely peculiar to this age of improvement—under its shade and nour-
ishing, the depravity of the human heart hath arisen to a degree of daring
_and boldness in crime, which mocks at all restraint. These things will of
themselves bring forth anarchy and ruin—and now already with what
difficulty is it that churches and states are able to keep from falling to
pieces. Either this is likely to be our doom, or which is still more prob-
able, we shall again fall under the despotic and cruel bondage of the Ro-
man Pontiff. “Perilous times are come,” what ought we to do?

.

Art. III.  Abraham commanded to sacrifice Isaac.

Gen. xxii. 14. “And Abraham called the name of that place, Jehovah-Jireh ; as it is said
to this duy. Inthe mount of the Lord it shall be seen.’’

When a revelation is made by the God of heaven, a truth declared in
his blessed word, or a command given, however mysterious that revel-
ation, however trifling one may deem that truth, however painful that
command, it is ourduty to receive, believe and obey. The command giv-
en to Abraham to sacrifice his son, was indeed extraerdinary and myste-
rious : still we are bound to acknowledge with the patriarch, that Jeho
vah, as the Lord of life, has an undoubted right to recall the life he has
'glven—to fix the time, and to employ, either the sword, or disease, or the

and of a father, for the execution of his will. When reading too, this
aflecting history, and beholding the wise and merciful designs of Jehovah
in all, can we but admire the power of that grace, which supported Abra-
ham, and be coavinced, that he, who in the face of every difficulty, sub-
mwits to, and obeyed all the commands of the Lord, will never be a loser.

ow comimnon js it for man—ignoraut, and erring man—to reject those
duties and injunctions, which cross their vain notions, or sinful desires
and brand as unpecessary and non-essential, truths stamped with the au-
thority of the God of heaven! Every command, every truth, whether
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plain or mysterious, whether essential or non-essential, in our estimation,
rests on the authority of Almighty God; its revelation is ordered by infi-
nite wisdom, and to reject the least truth, to disobey the smallest command,
is to scorn the wisdom, and trample on the'authority which enjoined it.
If there are mysteries in this book of heaven—if there are truths, the full
reason of the revelation of which, we may not be able to explain, still rest-
ing on the unerring declaration, that “all scripture is profitable,” it is our
duty to receive all with humility and reverence. That there are myste-
ries and difficulties in the bible, we freely grant; but this is only an addi-
tional proof that its author is Jehovah, that its origin is divine, as it con-
tains revelations that far surpass the conception of finite minds. And be
it observed, that though the bible requires us to believe, and contend ear-
nestly for truths that are far above our reason, far beyond our compre-
hension, it never requires us to believe what contradicts right reason;
while our belief of these mysterious rests on the unerring testimony of
that God who cannot lie. The proud and conceited infidel, who professes
to “reject every thing he cannot comprehend,” on this principle can be-
lieve nothing, not even his own existence. The uny understanding of
the wisest of mortals cannot comprehend one of the ten thousand myste-
ries, which in the works of creation and providence, are to be seen around
us. “The grass %rows for the cattle, and herbs for the use of man,” but
what man can tell us how it grows. Nota flower that blooms, not a leaf
of the forest, not the minutestinsect that sports in the sun-beams, but baf-
fles the wisdom of the proudest and wisest of the sons of men. Not one
of these proud rationalists can tell, why the same soil should produce a
poisonous plant, and one nccessary for the support of life: they can no
more explain the mysterious union of soul and body, than any of the pro-
found mysteries of the book of God. If the powers of the human mind
cannot grasp these least of the works of God, if they can no more pene-
trate into the nature of the meanest reptile that crawls on the earth, than
they can grasp the ocean in their hand, or tell an angel’s form, or the na-
ture of an angel’s existence, how much less can they fully comprehend
the nature and mysteries of an incomprehensible God? «It is as high
as heaven, what canst thou do?—deeper than hell what canst thou
know? The measure thereof, is longer than the earth, and broader than
the sea.””  As beings of yesterday, ignorant and perishing, let us bow with
submission to all the truths of the bible: with a “thus saith the Lord,” to
warrant our belief, let us lay our limited reason, when it fails, at the foot
of God's word, and esteeming all his commandments concerning all things
to be right, humbly bend and adore before the infallible wisdom of the
Most High. It was thus that Abraham acted. He is here seen, through
faith in a covenant-God, triumphing in a trial more awful than perhaps
ever wrung the heart ; and exhibiting a spirit of submission to the will,and
unreserved obedience to the commands of God, which has never been ex-
ceeded by man. :

I propose then, to consider— .

1. The circumstances of the event with which the text is connected, in
the order in which they are recorded by the inspired penman.

2. The plain and necessary lesson we should draw from this portion of
" sacred history.

“And it came to pass, after these things, that God did tempt Abraham,”
after these thin after he had left at the command of heaven, his coun-
try, his kindred, and his father’s house, for a land of strangers :—after
many sufferings in that strange land—after the trials with which the
quarrels of Sarahand Hagar, distracted his life, and poisoned his comfort :
after being forced to drive from his house his first born, an outcast and a
yvanderer: after all these sorrows, a heavier storm is approaching; a
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sharper trial must yet be encountered. All this was intended to teach
Abraham, and to teach us that thisis not our rest ; that our whole life is
but a warfarc ; that our dearest earthly comforts are but lent us for a
season ; and that our brightest earthly hopes may be blighted in a mo-
ment.

After these things God did tempt Abraham—not by inciting to sin; in
this way God cannot tempt any :—but by placing Abraham in such a sit-
uation, and so ordering events, that the sincerity of his profession might
be fully tested ; and his entire devotedness to God, be clearly displayed.
The word here translated “tempt,” literally signifies “to try.” “After
these things, God did try Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham : and he *
said Behold hcre I am.  And he said, take now thy son, thine only son
Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer
him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell
thee of.”” Here wasa plain and express command from the God of heav-
en to Abraham, to sacrifice his son. No reason is given, by a sovereign
God, for this. The sacrifice was terrible, and the command of such a .
nature, that the heart where faith and love reigned not, would have been
ready to rebel—to “curse God and die.” Look at the difficulties accom-

nying the command. The father must destroy his own son, must slay

im with his own hands—must kill him, whosc death would bring his
gray hairs with sorrow to the grave—niust thus at once, stab his repu-
tation and his son to death—open the mouths of encmics to blaspheme
his religion, and his God, and make himsclf through life, a mark for the
finger of hatred and scorn to point at, as the savage and bloody father,
who bound and butchered his only son. He must thus, alse, apparently
bury forever with the dshes of his Isaac, the precious promises of a mer-
ciful God that Isaac should be the support and comfort of his declining
years, the head of many nations, the seed, in whom all the nations of the
earth should be blessed.

Insurmountable as these difficulties at first might scem, the tried Abra-
ham, strong in faith, and trusting confidently in the mercy of him who
can bring light out of darkness, and good out of apparent evil, hesitated
not. Though the natural feclings might rebel, and the world might cen-
sure, he knew he might confidently leave the cxplanation of this mysteri-
ous providence to him, who sees “thc end from the beginning,” and will
one day wither the arm and silence the tonguc of every reviler; while
at the same time, he felt and knew that obedience was his duty. We
know not in what way the will of heaven was revealed to Abraham.—
But in whatever manncr the command was given, Abraham was assured
that it really procecded from God. He was assured, beyond the possibil-
ity of a dou{t that it was the voice of the Lord addressing him. We are
not indeed required to believe contradictions. But Abraham, by the eye
of faith, saw that the present command, did not contradict former prom
ites. The death of Isaac, might indeed seem to destroy the promises
made to him as the father of many nations: but Abraham knew that the
Almighty God could raise his slaughtered Isaac to life again, could restore
his dissolved body, again re-unite it to his soul, and even from the grasp
of death, rescue the heir of the promises. Indeed, it was the belief of this
that supported Abraham, and it was thus his faith reasoned, “accounting
that was able to raise him up even from the dead.” It was in the
night, when deep sleep falleth on men, that Abraham heard the voice of
God ; a voice dear to his heart ; a voice which he well knew, and which
he had often heard with rapture. ‘“Take now thy son,” the voice is heard
commanding, “thine only son Isaac whom thou lovest”—how must this
tender mention of his son, have awakened the attention, excited the
hopes and caused the heart of the affectionate father to leap for joy.
Take now thy son—that only one of thine—that Isase whom thou
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lovest; and go to Moriah: and what? Behold heaven opened, and the
marks of Jehovah’s favor descending there, on the head of thy beloved
son? Take now that son, whom thou lovest, “and get thee into the land
of Moriah, and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the moun-
tains which [will tell the of.” How must this command, like a thunder-
bolt from hcaven, have smitten and withered his very heart, crushed his
hopes, and f{illed his soul, at first, with horror and amazement. To take
his son, his only one ; to slay his innocent Isaac ; to witness his dyin% ag-
onies, to listen to his dying groans; and then kindle the wood and burn
the body of his Isaac to ashes :—all this he must do, all this he must wit-
ness; and O, what a faith was this! he faultered not. ; Had he listened to
the suggestion of unbelievers, he might have been ready to wish, that if
his Isaac must die, he might be sparcd the sight of his last agonies, that
some other hand might slay the sacrifice. .

He might be ready to feel and say, that his own life would be valueless,
when his beloved son was gone. He might be ready and willing to say
with David, “would to God my son I might dic for thee”—willing to be
driven a beggard outcast, from country and from home ; willing to bar his
own breast to the fatal blow: (ah! this would be easy,) but Abraham
knew that God required obedience, not murmuring and lamentation.—
Hiding from Sarah, and from Isaac, the anguish of his soul; stifling every
doubt, every repining thought ; bowing with resignation to the command
of heaven, believing, that the God of infinite wisdom, would soon scatter
the dark cloud, which hung over him, and his; and, that there was a gra-
cious, though hidden design in all ; he delays not, disputes not, “and Abra-
ham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his
young men with bhim, and Isaac, his son, and clave the wood for the
burnt offering ; and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had
told him.” What amazing faith, that could triumph, in a trial like this!
Abraham, with a love 10 God which all the pleadings of natural affection
could not quench; a faith stronger than death, and a firm reliance on that
wisdom which can make darkness light, and difficultics plain, thus in-
stantly prepares to ohey. The place of sacrifice was three days journey
distant. Abraham, though supported by divine grace, and submissive to
the divine will, could not but feel such a fearful trial. He was not crush-
ed by the blow, yet unless he had been more than mortal. he could not be
insensible, nay, it would have bceen sinful to have been indifferent under
it.* On the third day of this mournful journey, Abraham saw the place ;
pointed out probably, by a pillar of fire, or some appearance of gloom, as
the spot where his son must die. Having left his servants at the foot of
the mountain, “he took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon ~
Isaac, his son ; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife: and they
went both of them together.” For three mournful days the patriarch had
struggled with his feclings. For three mournful days as he looked on
his beloved son, and thought of the death to which he was doomed, thought
of what he himself must do, and see, and suffer, the anguish of his heart
must have been terrible, though his faith failed not. And now, as they

*1 know not that it is correct to say, that fuith ¢‘banished all fear and sorrow’’ from Abra-
ham’s breast ; nor is it necessary to suppose that he was thus utterly dead to the feelings of
natural affection. Jesus the great antitype offered himeelf willingly’; though the human na-
ture cried out on the cross, when the flouds of wrath were rolling over his soul. Abraham
did offer up his Isaac freely, and it was necessary that he should do o ; as the Eternal Father
- freely Pve up to a bloody and agonizing death, His co-equal, and co-eternal Son, for the ran-

som of our souls. Still, we have no scripture authority for saying, that the one was a *prop-
er type” of the other, though the anulogy is etriking and instructive. It is not necesrary then
to suppose with Hervey, that Abraham’s faith bapished entirely sorrow-from his soul ; nor
that without a pang or & ‘‘parling tear,’”” he obeyed the divine injunction ; neither does the
gospel of the type require this supposition. See Hervey’s Theron and Aspasio, Letter 11.
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dsew ncar the appointed place, “Isaac spake unto Abraham, his father, and
said, My father: and he said here am ? my son, and he said, Behold the
fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering” «“My
father”—how must this tender appellation, and how must the affecting
question “where is the lamb for the burnt offering 7’ have touched the
soul and thrilled through the heart of the parent. pleading for the life of
the victim, with a force which nature, unsupported by grace, never could
have resisted. There is a touching simplicity and beauty in the sacred
narration here, which the heart feels, but the tongue cannot utter. “My
father—behold the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb? and Abra-
ham said, my son, God will provide himsclf a lamb for a burnt offering :
so they went both of them together.” Having built the altar and laid the
wood in order, Abraham “bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar
upon the wood.” Now let it be remembered here, that Isaac wasin the
very vigor of life, and according to the best computation, and the opinion of
almost all the Jewish writers, was above thirty years of age. It is evi-
dent therefore, that his aged and infirm father never could have forced
him to become a sacrifice. He must have beena willing vietim.  Still, it
was necessary that he should be bound ; bound as the sacrifices were all
commauded to be, when offered to God ; bound asatype of Jesus, who by
wicked hands, was nailed to the cross, when he made his soul a sacrifice
for our sins. And now hear the father revealing to his son the command
of the Lord, and telling him that he was the “lamb” that must be slain and
offered up, and for whose destruction the fire and the wood had been pro
vided. Think of the father urging the son to bow to the orders of the
Eternal, and behold the sun willingly consenting to be bound, and laid on
the altar to die. Without a murmur, it would secm, he bows to the will
of Him, who is his own und his father’s friend. Abraham binds his son
and lays the victim on the altar at the command of God. The father em-
braces his dying son, the last farewell has been uttered, the last charge
sent to the childless mother, and the last look raised to heaven, where soon
there would be a blissful reunion ; and now, Abraham takes the knife and .
stretches forth his hand to slay his son.  The heart is fixed, the arm js*
raiszd, the fatal blow is descending, and in another moment the life-blood
of the son will be running at the father’s fect. At that awful moment
the voice of the God of mercy is heard: “Abraham, Abraham—Iay not
thine hand upon the lad, ncither do thou any thing unto him ; for now I
know that thou fearest God, secing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine
only son, from me.” With what unutterable transport would this voice
from heaven fill the soul of the patriarch; and O, how would the feclings
of his heart gush forth, as he looked on his rescued son. Abraham’s obe-
dience was accepted, another victim providentially provided in the place
of Isaac; and promiscs of blessings great beyond all conception, and last-
ing as eternity, confirmed by the oath of the living God, to this father of
the faithful. Well might Abraham, to proclaim the glory of his God, and
to encourage the hearts of belicvers under the severest trials, name the
place of deliverance “Jehovah-Jireh,” the Lord will see, the Lord will
provide. And thus through all ages will he appear for the help of his
chosen. In the darkest hour, rest with Abraham on the promises of a
covenant God. Under the heaviest trials, lean on his arm, in the facc of
danger and death, obey his will, and though the eye of nature may sce
nothing before you but blasted hopes, a life of sorrow and reproach;
clouds and calamities darkening cvery step of your carthly pilgrimage,
till death comes and !ays you in the grave: yet let the eye of faith look
through the dark cloud, and read the name and see the hand of him, who
is guiding and governing all. The Lord is on your side, and as thy day
is thy strength shall be. ~ Follow the Lord whithcrsocver he goeth.  In



80 - Abraham commanded to sacrifice 'Isaa,c.

sickness and sorrow, when thé heart is broken and filled with bittemcss.,
trust in his word; amid all the dangers of the christian warfare, desert
not his banner, but cleave to his testimonies, and stand fast in the faith,
Thus shall you be safe in life, triumphant in death, and through eternity,
rejoice and rest with Abraham and Isaac in the kindem of heaven.

“And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-Jireh, as it is said
to this day. In the mount of the Lord it shall be scen.” ds it is said to
this day; that is from the days of Abraham to the time of Moses, the in-
spired penman of this history ; it is said,” it is used as a proverbial ex-
pression, “in the mount of the Lord itshall be seen,”or rather, in the mount,
the Lord will be seen. That is, as the Almighty God rescucd Abraham
and his son in the mount, in the very moment of extremity ; so will he al-
ways appear for the deliverance of his people. In the day of danger, ip
the hour of trial, in the very moment, when even hope is extinguished,
and nothing left but darkness and despair, “the Lord will be seen,” a pres-
ent help in the time of need; “the Lord will provide,” and display his
power, in supplying their every want.

The practical instructions we should draw from this parrative.—
In “looking unto Abraham our father,” we are taught many useful and
impressive lessons. May the God of Abraham and of Isaac inspire us
with that spirit, and fill us with that faith which will enable us, like them,
to bow witﬁ submission to his holy will.

1. Christians are taught from this history the necessity of a ready
and willing obedience to all the commands of God. We must be willing
to give up every carthly comfort at his command, and brave every dan-
ger, rather than disobey his will. Father and mother, wife and children,
and life may be dear; yet, if Christ is not in our estimation dearer
than all, we are not his disciples. ¢ He that loveth father or mother
more than me, is not worthy of me; and he that loveth son or daugh-
ter more than me, is not worthy of me.” (Matth. x. 37.) You love
{our relatives, your children, your friends, and it is your duty to love
hem; but what if God should command you, as he commanded Abra-
ham, to part with your beloved child? Behold your son. Make the
supposition. 'What if the Lord should commission death to cut him
down, and your nearest and dearcst be seen withering in the grasp of
the king of terrors to-morrow? You might weep bitterly over your
blasted hopes, yet would thy soul bow without a murmur to the will
of the Eternal? True, we are not now called, like Abraham, to sacri-
fice the child of our hopes, yct unless like him we are willing to part
with every thing for Christ, we deserve not to bear his name. If
Abraham had refused to obey the divine command, terrible to naturc
as that command was, his disobedience would just have proved that
he loved his Isaac more than his God; that his child was his idol, and
his professed love of and obedicnce to Jehovah, as the Lord of him and
his, a mere mockery.

If, when we know the will of God, though that will should cross
- our dearest desires, and require the sacrifice of our most beloved hopes,
yet, if we refuse to obcy, we are not Christians. The world may
call us Christians,—our own deluded hearts may hope that we are
Christians ; yet, if we deliberately disobey one command,—if we de-
liberately reject oue truth in the haud-writing of the Eternal, we break
every command, and rcceive no truth from right motives. The seal
of Heaven is upon all the words of the book of God, and “if any man
love me, he will keep my words.” :

Here, then, is the grand test to'which we should bring our professions .
and our hopes. Does God, for instance, command us to obscrve family
worship, and has he threatened to pour out his fury on the families that
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call not on his name? He who lives in the wilful neglect of this duty,
disobeys God, is not Christ’s disciple, and shall not inherit the kingdom
of heaven. Isit fashionable to omit imploring the blessing of heaven on
the food we eat, and giving God thanks for his unmerited bounty? He
who is conformed to the world in this respect, who neglects this duty, is
worse than the heathen, who never neglected pouring out an offering to
their idol deities before eating; yea, he is unworthy to herd even with
the brutes, for the very ox “knows his owner,” and the hand that feeds
him, “ and the ass his master’s crib,” where his wants are supplied ; but
the neglecter of this duty knows not and owns not his Lord and preserver,
and shall not inherit the kingdom of heaven. '

Is there, then, no duty which we dare to neglect, no sin upon which
we are not making war, and from which are not praying to be delivered
—no truth which is not dear to our souls, no ordinance which we do not
love? Isit again a duty to contend earnestly for the faith delivered
unto the saints? He who neglects this—he who instead of boldly stem-
‘ming the torrent of impiety and error, is courting popularity, willingly
swimming with the stream, and refusing, at the command of God, to sac-
rifice his wordly interest or reputation for the sake of the truth, has his
reward, and shall not inherit the kingdom of heaven. Such time-servers
dread the scorn of dying worms for a day, and yet risk becoming the
sport and the prey of tormenting fiends forever. They dread the laugh
and scoff of those whose mockery, this night, may be changed into
hopeless wailing, and yet can expose the guilty soul to the terrible wrath
of an insulted God. Awful delusion?  Alas! such manifest not the
spirit of an Abraham. Christ has not the throne of the heart: it bows
to another master and other laws. They are not willing to slay their

ride, their unholy passions, their love of the world, at the command of
Eeaven; and how can they hope to enter the new Jerusalem? They
are not willing to expose error, because the world loves it; and rather
than encounter the “world’s dread laugh,” they will drink the fatal poi-
son, brave the danger, and expose the soul a laughing stock to devils
through eternity. They can neglect family worship and secret prayer,
because they dislike it, or because it is fashionable to do so; while
they dare not oppose innovations on God's institutions, because the
world says it is bigotry, forgetting that it is better to be branded bigots
here than burn forever with the “ fearful and unbelieving.” (Rev.ii. 18.)
They can forget that God has forbidden all to add to or take from his
word and institutions, and they can join in the laugh against those who
faithfully and fearlessly clcave to the truth. Alas! instead of the spirit
of an Abraham, theirs is a spirit that would have joined with pagan
and popish Rome, in the attempt to drown the truth in the blood of
its friends. Theirs is a spirit that would have helped to kindle the
fires, and sharpen the axe that drank the blood of the martyrs,—blood
shed in defence of the truths they are now trampling on—the blood,
perhaps, of their forefuthers, and which, if they repent not, will one
day fall on the heads of thcir degenerate sons, in judgments that will
waste the soul with agony, and make the conscience an eternal hell.

O be faithful, then, like Abraham, and obedient to the word of the
Lord. Let it be a light to your feet, the pillar of fire to guide you
through the wilderness; and when enticed to forsake it, remember that
we are going into eternity where that word, and not the opinions of men
will decide our destiny. Follow Jesus,though you should meet the frown
of the world : strive to please and obey him, though you should displease
the whole world. Compared with acceptance in his sight, it is a very
small matter to be judged unjustly of men, or blamed for what the Lord
will one day own and gless.‘ ‘

- Vou. XIL 11



82 Abraham commanded to sacrifice Isaac.

+ Let our obedience, too, be willing and ready. Abraham, when com-

manded to sacrifice his son, “rose up early in the morning,and went unto
the place of which God had told him.” Let us not grudge to give or
suffer for the cause of Christ. Let the dead bury their dead; and even
when the last sand in the hour glass of their time is sinking, let them
court the praise of men, and meanly grovel for what is worth%ess as dust,
and will benefit them as little at a judgment seat as the wind which
sweeps over their graves. Let the men ot the world pant after the dust
of the earth, and when they have heaped up their thousands, still unsat-*
isfied, grasp for more ; let them, for the sake of popularity, desert the
standard of heaven, or carcless flumber while the enemy is breaking in
upon the churches like a flood ; ‘but let us remember that our great basi-
ness upon earth i$ to promote God’s glory, our first and chief concern to
be faitﬁful to king Jesus, and to live as those who hope to be forever with
the Lord.
" 2. We are taught from this history, that God, for the instruction and
trial of his people, is pleased in mercy and wisdom to call them to pass’
through much tribulation on their way to heaven.  Christian, is some
beloved gourd withered? Is the reed on which you were leaning broken?
Does death strike down a husband, a wife, a brother, or a friend? Are
ou called, like Abraham, to part with a beloved Isaac—to see the child
in whom all your earthly hopes centre, and around whom the fond affec-
tions of the soul are wrapped, struggling with disease, sinking in death,
and buried in the grave 7 Yet refrain %rom weeping. Trust in Abra-
ham’s God, and Abraham’s promise is yours. (Gen. xvi. 1.) Your friend,
Kour beloved child, if clothed with the righteousness of Emmanuel, is in
eaven—is an angel, and his voice is now mingling with angels, in the
song of praise before the throne. And could you wish him back again 1
Can you be so selfish as to wish him to come from where he shall weep
no more, and for your sake struggle again with thé sorrows of a world
like this? Ono! The conflict is ended forever. The battle is fought,
the victory is won ; the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away: bless-
ed be the name of the Lord. '
Like Israel in Egypt,we are thus made to feel by the hand of affliction
that this polluted earth is a house of bondage; that the pleasures of time
are but vanity and vexation of spirit, and that there is not throughout this
miserable world, a resting place for the soul. It is a valley of tears.—
Our Father’s house is the only place where the wicked cease from

troubling, and the weary are at rest. And shall we not bless God, for o

even driving us to that ark of safety, where the devouring waves cannot
reach us; to that foundation which ne tempest can shake ; to that strong
hold which no arrow of wrath can ever enter!

Friend of Jesus, fear not your trials, sink not under your bereave-
ments, but let them lead you for comfort 1o God, and long to be at home.
Though disease should be wasting your frame ; though called, like Abra-
ham, to part with a beloved Isaac ; though your whole life should be one
continued scene of trial, deep calling unto deep—desolation advancing
upon desolation—cloud darkening and condensing on cloud, and not a
ray break through on the troubled soul, till the light of eternity scatters
the gloom, and death has placed you in the promised land ; yet fear not,
neither be dismayed, ye servants of the living God. The sickness which
drives the bloom from the cheek, the trials which fills our houses with
sorrow, and dig the graves of the nearest and dearest, are all intended to
lead us to seek and prepare for that better world,where the blessed inhab-
itants shall never more say, I am sick, and they that dwell therein shall
be forgiven their iniquity. = Besides, we must look by the eye of faith to
the end of these trials. 'We must not only look at Abraham ascending
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he mountain, and lifting the knife ; at Job, sitting a sick and wretched
eper [?] in the ashes; at Joseph in the dungeon; at Paul] and Silas in
chaing,—see them experiencing, even in this world, that the end of the
Lord is very piteous; and above all, sce them on their thrones of glory,
adoring the mercy of him who preserved them in the fiery trial, and led
them through the waters of affliction and death to his holy habitation.—
Like them, be faithful, and with them you shall soon triumph on the
. heights of Zion, and together bow before the throne, and proclaim the
praise of him, who is still Jehovah Jireh.
[To be continued.] .

Arrt. IV. The Love of the Holy Spirit, displayed in our Salvation.

(Concluded from page 44.) s
07" About two pages of this, which should have come in here, have been lost.

-

7. Complete victory over all enemies, is another valuable blessing of
salvation, which is ascribed to the Holy Ghost. “If ye through the Spirit
mortify the deeds of the body ye shall live.” Again, “this is the victory
by which we overcome the world, even our faith,” of which the Spirit is
the author. But, for this it acts upon Christ. When faith is bathed in
the blood of the lamb, it receives a celestial edge, and cuts down every
enemy. Thus we can conquer devils, “above all, taking the shield of
faith wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wick-
ed,” “they overcame by the blood of the lamb.” “We are more than
conquerers through him that loved us.” In fine, victory over death and
the grave, is ascribed to the Holy Spirit! “If the Spirit of him that rais-
ed up Jesus from the dead, dwell in you, he will also.quicken your mortal
body, by his Spirit that dwelleth in you:” But this is not to the exclusion
of the other persons ; for saith Christ, “as the Father raiseth up the dead,’
and quickeneth them” directly and immediately, *so the son quickeneth
whom he will,” directly and immediately. Nay, “the hour cometh and
now is, when all that are in their graves, shall hear his voice, and shall
come forth.” . . :

8. Lastly, the Holy Spirit completes the application of salvation, “by
leading believers to the land of.uprightness,” there 1o inherit eternal life.
But this is not to the exclusion of the Father and the Son. “This gift of
God,” i. e. the Father, “iseternal life.” And yet,saith Christ himself,*I give
unto them eternal life.”” Both persous are joined together in the last and
kindest invitation, “then shall the King say unto them on his right hand,
come ye blessed of my father, inherit the kingdom preparedfor you from
the foundation of the world.”

Thus, we have contemplated how and when the Holy Spirit displays
his love in our salvation, not to the ezclusion, but with the concurrence of
the other persons. The reader will easily observe a repetition frequently,
of thought and argument. Thisis not only unavoidable, but useful, when
proving that the Son and the Holf' Ghost, equally as the Father, act as
scripture agents, in displaying the love in our salvation. o

Some readers know the reason why we have discussed the subject in
this manner, others need not. What we pro sed was, to give plain and
distinctaccount, from the holy scriptures, of all the personsin the Godhead
in our salvation ; how far we have succeeded, the intelligent, candid read-
er may judge. If you find any thing contrary to the holy scriptures, tram-
ple it “under your feet. But if what we have presented unto you,
contained there, receive it ; not because it is published by a creature like
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yourdelf, but, because it is the revelation of a God, who “4is light,” and
cannot be deceived, and just, and will not impose upon you. “All the
words of his mouth are righteousness; there is nothing froward or pre-
verse in them.” :

A great many very important inferences, both doctrinal and practical,
might be mentioned, as flowing from this extensive and delightful subject.
But, as this, and the preceeding contemplations, have swelled far beyond
what was intended, we shall conclude by mentioning the observations, in
relation to the display of divine love, in our salvation in general. If di-
vine love be displayed, distinctly and jointly, by all the persons in the
God-head, then we may infer the matchless excellency of the work of
salvation itself—the absolute ccrtainty of its being completely accomplish-
ed—and that the glory arising from it, ought to be equally ascribed to
them all. The work of our salvation, itself, is without a parallel,there is
none like or second unto it, there is more divinity expressed in our re-
demption, than in the creation of the universe. God made and establish-
ed universal nature, by the breath of his mouth. “He spake, and it was
done, he commanded, and it stood fast,” but to accomplish our salvation,
there must be a counscl of peace! The incarnation of the Son of God,
and all that followed. The Lord of glory must be crucified, and “God pur-
chase the church with his own blood.” The holy Spirit must be sent
down to inspire the prophets, qualify the Saviour, furnish the Apostles,
and apply the great salvation, as hath been repeatedly observetr ; “the
gospeY is the wisdom of God, in a mystery.” It is in its astonishing con-
trivance—in its exalted priviledges—and in its glorious eftects; the ad-
miration of angels; and will be the holy wonder of the redeemed from
among men, to all eternity. Angels desired to look into the mysteries of
it, and were the heralds to proclaim its glory.” Luke,ii. 14. Tucker, on
predestination, p. 169.

In opposition to this, a distinguished author boldly asserts, “thcre are a
" great many untenable notions, which are entertained and reiterated, by
commentators and divines, as indisputable maxims, which it would be of
importance to the cause of religion to discard: Among these he mentions
the following; “that there never was, nor never will be, through all the
ages of eternity, so wonderful a display of the divine glory, as in the
cross of Christ, that the wisdom of God, is no where, so illustriously dis-
played, throughout the universe, as in the scheme of redemption—that the
chief employment of the future state, will be to pry into the mysteries of
redemption.”—Dick’s Christian Philosopher, p. p. 532—53.

One would think, from the preceding sentences, that the title of the
book ought to be understood, “per antiphrasin” i.e. to mean the very con-
trary, when the works of nature are represented as equal, if not superior
to the works of grace ; and mentioned as a drawback upon the principal
glory of the gospel, and the most powerful motive to holiness, viz. the
cross of Christ. But here observe, first, we are plainly told, in the
scriptures of truth, “that God hath magnified his word above his name,”
&c. above all that he hath done in the whole creation. The formation
of the human nature, and the constitution of the person of Christ, is pre-
sented to the eternal wonder and admiration of angels and men. “Behold,
I create a new thing on ‘the earth, a woman shall encompass,” i. e. by
conception, “a man.” “Behold a virgin shall conceive, and shall bear a
son, and shall call, his name Immanuel.”” Well may his name be called
wonderful, when we consider the way he was born, the manner in which
he was given. He is called “the beginning of the creation of God,” not
because he was first made, but becauge he is the best of any thing. “The
noblest work of God.” Secondly, what God hath done, or will do, in all
the works of nature, he cannot tell, but he hath given us a sure record of his
Son: “Without controversy, great is the mystery of godliness, God was
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manifest in the flesh”—here you have the history of a God,his journey from
a throne to the cross, and back to a crown. Thirdly, for the author 1o
affirm that these doctrines which we believe and maintain, “set limits to
the divine perfections and operations,” is absurdity in the extreme. When
Christ crucified, is by way of eminence, called “the power and the wis-
dom of God.” Nay, here we have a display of “the manifold wisdom
of God.” Lastly, the works of nature will not be forgot in heaven,
thus they sing, “thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honor,
and power, for thou hast created all things, and for thy glory they are,
and were created.” But a glorified Saviour will be the principal object
of the adoration of angels and saints, to all eternity. They sing a new
song, one that never had a precedent, and ncver will have a parallel ; nay
there is an eternal newness in it, “saying with a loud voice, worthy is the
Lamb that was slain,” and again, “blessing, and honor, and glory, and

wer, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne,and unto the Lamb, forever.”

hus,you see the propriety of the warning given by anapostle,‘beware,least
any man spoil you through philosophy.” “The grand scheme of the gos-
pel exhibits the divine excellencies, far beyond the whole creation besides,
yet the acute astronomer, who measures the distances and magnitudes,
and traces the motions of the heavenly bodies, and the sagacious philos-
opher, who prys with such intensness into the arcanum of nature, for the
most part content themselves with viewing its beauties, and contemplate
with more pleasure, the position of the planets, the bloom of a plumb,
or the plumage of a butterfly, than that astonishing work, for which the
whole frame of nature was formed, and is still upheld and preserved.”
Tucker, on predestination, p. p. 169—170.

Saith, Dr. Owen, “the wisdom of God displayed in the works of na-
ture, bears not the proportion of the smallest star, to the sun in his meri-
dian splendor, to that wisdom which is displayed in the person and works
of Christ. And thou%h this, now, be with many nothing, yetin eternity
it will be all.” It is hoped the length of this illustration, will not tire the
pious reader, who bewails how much Deism prevails in this age.

2. We may be sure that the work of our salvation, will in due time, be
completely accomplished. For this purpose, the church will be preserva
ed on earth, i. e. “till the mystery of God be finished.” Thus saith Christ
himself, “upon this rock will I build my church, and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it.”—though Hades signifies the place of the dead, our
Saviour does not mean here, the resurrection. Because, first, there is no
proportion in the similitude, between the resurrection, and the rock upon
which the church is built. The gradual death of belicvers does not tend
to extirpate the church, but rather to build it up in glory. Secondly,
the period in which the church is in danger of being razed, is before the
resurrection. Thirdly, as all public business &mong the Jews, was trans-
acted at the gates of the city, so “the gates of hell,” i. e. all the combin-
ed policy ang power of hell and earth, wicked men and the powers of
darkness, shall not be able, by persecutions and heresies, totally, and final-
ly, to prevail against the church. If this had been possible, the doctrines
of the church would have been lost in the death of her martys, and her
members would have swimmed away in rivers of blood. But, the blood
of the martyrs was the seed of the church. Christ shall see his seed, he
shall Prolon his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his
hand.” “Hgis name shall be continued as long as the sun,” i. e. he shall
have sons born in Zion. His glory in the church runs parallel“with his
glory in the creation; he will have a church, whilst he has a world.

What the Father hath purposed, shall be accomplished : “His counsel
shall stand, and he will do all his pleasure.” The election shall obtain.

“ The foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, the Lord know- .

eth them that are his.” The son himself will present to| his Father all
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the redeemed. “Of all thou hast given me, I have lost nothing.” Lastly,
the good Spirit will lead all the saints to the land of uprightness.

he glory arising from our salvation ought to be ascribed equally
to all the persons in the Godhead. As they are equal in power, 1. e. in
influence and operation, so they are equal in glory. To the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit we shall give eternal praises in heaven, as appears by all
the accounts of what they do in that world. The throne of God and
the Lamb is in it, and his servants serve him. There is but one throne
for both persons, and the honors of salvation and power, glory and
strength, are equally ascribed to him that sits upon the throne, and to the
Lamb forever. It is from them that the Spirit speaks unto the churches,
and there he will be adored when he has fetched us all up. I shall there-
fore now conclude, as I hope to be in the work of heaven, with glory to
the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, as three distinct persons, and one living
and true God, forever and ever. Amen and amen.”*

Thus, reader, the writer hath finished these contemplations on divine
love. They were composed for the consolation of his own soul. For
the same purpose they are presenied to you. We conclude, in the
grateful language of an apostle, * Blessed be God, even the father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort,
who comforteth us in all our tribulations, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves
are comforted of Ged.” ) : QUISLIBET.

Art. VI Case of Mr. Barnes.

The Assembly’s Sccond Presbytery met agreeably to adjournment in
the session room of the First Presbyterian Church, on Tuesday morning,
the 30th ult. The Presbytery dissolved the pastoral relation between
the Rev. Dr. Ely and the Third Presbyterian Church of this city, and
dismissed the Rev. Alfred H. Dashiell to join the Presbytery of Illinois;
they also recogunized the validity of the act of the last Assembly, by
which their proceedings in relation to the Fifth Presbyterian Church
were reversed.

The subject of Mr. Barnes’ trial was then brought up for considera-
tion. The minutes of the preceding meetings relative to the matter were
read, together with the charges preferred against Mr. Barnes, by Dr.
George Junkin, of the Presbytery of Newton. The following is a copy
of the letter and charges: .

Letter from the Rev. George Junkin, D. D., to the Rev. the Second Presbytery of
Pliladelphia, containing his charges against Rev. Albert Barnes.

Brethren—To you belongs the solemn and responsible duty of “condemning errone-
ous opinions which injure the purity and peace of the church—of removing and judging
ministers—of watching over the personal and professional conduct of all your mem-
bel‘s." .

Now one of your members has, as appears to me, published in a recent work certain
erroneous opinions, of a dangerous tendency to the peace and purity of the church, and
to the souls of its members. In that publication, he has observed, ‘“he who holds an
opinion on the subjcct of religion, will net be ashamed to avow it.” As, therefore, he
appears willing to let his opinions be known, and to abide their consequences, and as
to me they appear dangerous, (in the absence of a more suitable advocate of the oppo-
site truths) I ask of your reverend body the privilege of preferring charges against the
Rev. Albert Barnes. ¥

* Bradbury's 8 on Baptiem, pp. 194, 185.
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As I have stated in a letter to that brother, * the object is peace, through union in
the truth ; and I hope the God of truth and peace will direct us to a happy issue.—
Most conscientiously do I believe that you have fallen into dangerous error: I feel
that your doctrine shakes the foundation of my hope for eternity. Ifit be true, then I
cannot ¢ read my title clear to mansions in the skies.’”

Around the discussion of a subject so solemn, I cannot doubt the Son of God will
throw a hallowed influence, which will call up feelings very different from those that
too often agitate ecclesiastical bodies, when principles of minor consequence acquire
exciting Eower from adventitious circumstances. [ have also stated in that letter, the
opinion that peace and union in evangelical efforts cannot take place, so long as these
important doctrinal points remain unsettled. Hence this measure. It is designed to
produce a legal decision, and put an eund to the distractions consequent upon present
fluctuations. I do therefore pray and beseech the Presbytery to take order in the pre-
mises, and to facilitate the issue with the least possible delay. [ have no witnesses to
cite but brother Barnes himself, and shall be confined to his testimony contained in his
Notes on Romans. These are referred to in part in connexion with the charges, and
other portions will be read on the trial for further proof and illustration.

Tae Caarers.

The Rev. Albert Barnes is hereby charged with maintaining the following doctrines,
contrary to the standards of the Presbyterian church, viz :

1. That all sin consists in voluntary action. Witness his notes on the epistle to the
Romans, pp. 249. 123, 192, 124, 118,

2. That Adam (before and after his fall) was ignorant of his moral relations to such
a degree that he did not know the consequences of his sin would or should reach any
farther than to natural death. Idem, p. 115. '

3. That unregenerate men are able to keep the commandments, and convert them-

- selves unto God, pp. 164, 165, 108. :

4. That faith is an act of the mind, and not a principle, and is itself imputed for
righteousness, pp. 94, 95.

Mr. Barnes is also charged with denying the following doctrines, which are taught
in the standards of the church, viz:

5. That God entered into covenant with Adam, constituting him a federal or cove-
nant head, and representative to all his natural descendants, pp. 114, 128, 118, 115,
120, 121, 128.

6. That the first sin of Adam is imputed to his posterity, pp. 10, 117, 119, 121, 127,
128.

7. That mankind are guilty, i. e. liable to punishment, on account of the sin of Ad-
am, pp. 123, 123.

8. That Christ suffered the proper penalty of the law, as the vicarious substitute of
his people, and thus took away legally their sins, and purchased pardon. Same as on
the 6th and 7th charges, also pp. 89, 90. °

. 9. That the righteousness, 1. e. the active obedience of Christ to the law, is imputed
to his people for their justification, so that they are righteous in the eye of the law,
and therefore justified, pp. 28, 84, 85, 94, 95, 127, 212.

10. Mr. Barnes also teaches, in opposition to the standards, that justification is sim-
ply pardon, pp. 28, 29, 110, 124, 127, 128, 182, 217.

I further charge Mr. Barnes with teaching, as referred to the 1st, 2d, 8d, 4th, and
10th of the above doctrines, in opposition to the holy scriptures, and with denying
tél&.’)th, 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th of the above specifications, contrary to the word of

The moderator then called upon the accused for his plea to the indict-
ment, guilty or not guilty. Mr. Barnes arose and stated that he had no
desire to throw embarrassment and difficulty in the way of trial; but that
he felt a difficulty in giving a plea to an indictment which consisted of so
many particulars. l-%e acknowledged that he held some of the points
alleged in the libel to be errors, and he denied that he held others. He
would feel no difficulty in pleading, if there had been some specific charge,
as of heresy; but under the present circumstances, he could not reply by
a simple affirmative or negative to the general indictment. He then pre-
sented in writing the following, as his special plea :

¢ In reply to the inquiry whether I am guilty or not guilty, I allege that the Book
of Discipline, chap. v. sec. 10 and 18, supposes that the accusations which can be
brought against a minister of the gospel must be either of crime, or heresy, or schism;
that until I am apprised whether these charges be of crime, heresy or schism, 1 cannot
answer in general to the inquiry whether I am guilty or not guilty ; that some of the
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doctrines which are charged on me I hold, and some of them I do not ; but that I nei-
ther have taught, nor do I teach any thing, according to my best judgment, contrary
to the word of God, nor do I deny any truths taught in the word of God, as it is al-
leged that I do in the indictment now before the Presbytery.”

Messrs. Duffield and Patterson insisted that Mr. Barnes could not be
tried on the indictment, as it now stood ; that he must be charged with
some crime or offence, to the establishment of which the prosecutor
should direct his proof; that he could not be tried for mere matters of
opinion, which did not involve heresy, and that it would be unconstitu-
* tional, as well as a great waste of time, to consider the charges as they

now stood. :

Dr. Junkin remarked that the charges did relate to a specific offence,
inasmuch as they declared that the accused held and taught doctrines
which were contrary to the scriptures and to the standards of the church,
and that he had not comprehended these charges under the general head
of heresy, not from any fear of consequences, but because the term heresy
was equivocal, and subject to a diversity of interpretation. The first
morning was spent in desultory remarks on this point, by which an at-
tempt was made to induce the prosecutor to charge the accused generally
with heresy.

After the cause was referred to the court, the roll was called : Mr.
Patterson gave it as his opinion that no error had been proved against
the accused. Dr. Ely read a paper which he wished to Ee adopted by
Presbytery as its final judgment, and which declared the acquittal of the
accused ; and supported it by one of his peculiar speeches, in which he
reconciled Mr. Barnes’ views to the strictest orthodoxy, as far as sub-
stance of doctrine was concerned. Rev. Messrs. Scott, Judson and Davis
concurred in opinion with Dr. Ely, without further remark.

The Rev. Mr. Barber then arose in order, and undesignedly gave a
strong argument in favor of the prosecution. He stated that he haf lately
come into the Presbyterian church, and was compelled to express his
surprise and regret that in the impeachment of Mr. Barnes, the Confes-
sion of Faith as well as the Bible was introduced to support the indict-
ment. This was hoisting the Confession of Faith into a wrong place.—
For his part, he would not llke to be tried on the ground of the Confes-
sion of FPaith. Mr. Barnes might be proved to be against the Confession,
and yet not against the Bible. The Bible, as he could prove, was the
only infallible rule of faith and practice, and must therefore be the only
standard in trials for errors in doctrine, and there was no possible author-
ity for proceeding against a minister of the gospel for going against the
standards. He was glad to hear Mr. Barnes declare that when he wrote
his commentary he had no Confession or Catechisms lying beside him,and
that he had not inquired whether his views squared witﬁ any system.—
For his own part, he had received the Confession as containing a system,
and not in allpits parts, and none but a good Catholic could believe all that
the church believed. Now if he should depart from this Confession, he
should not be charged with heresy, but merely with hypocrisy, as Dr.
Wilson had charged Dr. Beecher. For his part, he believed that the
Confession taught that all sin was voluntary, for what else could it be,
when it was a transgression of the law? He believed, too, that men
could do all that God required, and he was glad that he did not hold the
opposite doctrine, to paralyze him when preaching to sinners. If Mr,
Barnes’ views were against the Confession, what of that? The profes-
sors in Princeton had justled out of the Confession the old view of im-
putation, and put in another view of their own, and Mr. Barnes had just
as good a ri%lht to change the doctrines as they had. He believed that
Mr. Barnes had taught views on the subject of imputation and the cove-




Dr. Junkin’s Appeal. 89

nants which were contrary to the Confession of Faith, but denied that
they were contrary to the Bible,

This was the general strain of the remarks of one who professed ‘to
have adopted the standards of our church; and the whole speech might
be considercd as one of the best possible arguments for the necessity of
the right of examination maintained by the last Assembly.

Mr. Barnes was ultimately acquitted by the Psesbytery; but from
this decision Dr. Junkin appealed.

Arr. VIL.  Dr. Junkin’s Appeal.

i : Laraverte CoLLEGE, July 16th, 1833.
To Rev. John L. Grant, Moderator, end to the
Rev. Second Presbytery of Philadelphia.

Rev. and dear Brethren: You are hereby officially informed that 1
intend to appeal to the Synod of Philadelphia, at its next meeting, to be
held in the borough of York, on the last Wednesday of October next,
against your recent decision in the case of the Rev. Albert Barnes. This
appeal is from the “ definitive sentence.”  Its gencral ground is “a man-
ifestation of prejudice in the case, and mistake,” and consequent injustice
in the decision. S ,

Allow me, before procecding to specify the reasons which shut me up
to the belief that the court was prejudiced and did err in judgment,to say
that I impeach no motives—I charge no corrupt prejudice, no intentional
mistake or error upon any man. Mecn do often err under the purest mo-
tives, and are often powerfully prejudiced whilst perfectly unconscious of
it. With this single remark, I procecd to detail the reasons why I appeal
on the above named general grounds, viz:

1. Because the Presbytery, nearly three months after the charges had
been received, and the day fixed for trial, atiempted to constrain the
prosecutor to change them, by prefixing the general charge of heresy,
and did actyally pass a resolution rcfusing to hear the parties, merely
because this term was absent ;'and upon the prosecutor saying, in answer
to a question put to him, that in his opinion the errors charged amounted
to heresy, the Presbytery made a record which amounted virtually to a
change of the indictment to a gencral charge of heresy. The prosecutor,
now appellant, had stated his objections to the use of this term. First,
it is a vague term, not defined in our books: no two, perhaps, of the
‘Presbytery themselves,would agree in what constitutes heresy. Its use,
therefore, could only create confusion, and throw a character of indefi-
niteness around charges of error, which he had labored to make definite
and precise. Secondly, this term is a bugbear, and is often used to excite
popular commotion of an unpleasant character, and may therefore greatly
prejudice the mind against the one who accuses another of error, and in
favor of the accused.

Thus the Presbytery manifested favor toward Mr. Barnes, in giving
him and his friends the opportunity of excitin(g{odium against the accused
by allusions and references to persecution, and to the “inquisitorial toils”
of the prosecutor. Accordingly this phrascology was actually used by
one of the judges, (Rev. John Smith) and not without effect.

Thus also, the Presbytery changed substantially the ground and nature
- of the prosecution, and led themselves into error. In their final verdict,

Vou. XIIL - 12
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they assume heresy as the general charge ; and in giving their opinions,
some members had their eye constantly on that fearful term,the meaning
of which the court did not define. So the Rev. Mr. Barbour opened his
remarks : “I never can give my verdict,” said he, ¢ that brother Barnes
has been guilty of heresy”” And again, “ the Confession was not made
for a trap to catch heretics;” and more of the same kind. So the Rev.
John Smith and the Rev. N. S. Smith rung the changes on the word
heresy, and evidently were engrossed with that undefined idea. So El-
der Hinckle said, “ the prosecutor has failed in establishing the charge of
heresy against the defendant.” So Elder Darrach, “I would not say Mr.
Barnes was guilty of heresy.” And thus the court was carried off the
ground of the charges, and decided on a case not before them. Heresy,
with many, is some horrible thing, for which a man must be burnt: thus
lost in a term undefined and undefinable, the court, as appears to
me, erred in judgment. They shuddered at the idea of burning Mr.
Barnes.

2. Because the accused was not called upon bg' the court to put in a
plea to each charge sgeciﬁcall . Dis. v. 10: * The charges shall be read
to him, and he shall be called upon to say whether he is guilty or not.”
Now cases may occur wherein an accused person may plead guilty to one
and not to another of the charges, and unless the question be distinctly
put, “do you admit the truth of this first charge or not 7’ And so of the
rest, it cannot be known what the plea is; and if no special plea be put
to each count of the indictment, the prosecutor and the court are put to
unnecessary trouble, and kept in ignorance of what they are called upon
to do, whether to prove the truth, or only the relevancy of the charge.—
This violation of rule is the more censurable,because a Presbytery is a court
of conscience, and every person arraigned ought to have it put to his
conscience to say whether the things eharged are true or not. But the
12th section settles this question. “If the minister, when he appears, will
not confess, but denies the facts alleged against him,” &c. Clearly this
contemplates an explicit acknowledgment or denial of the things charged.
Now Mr. B., in the plea he put in, admitted some of the charges, and

" denied others; but the Presbytery did not require him to specify which
he admitted and which he denied—so that the plea amounted to nothing.
He says, “I neither have taught nor do I teacﬁ any thing, according to
my best judgment, contrary to the word of God; nor do I deny any
truths taught in the word of God, as it is alleged that I do in the indictment
now before the Presbytery.” Can any candid man read this plea against
charges of holdin%k doctrines contrary to the word of God and the Confes-
sion of Faith, without feeling that the accused admits teaching doctrines
contrary to the Confession of Faith? And is this plea any thing more
than any errorist in every age has put in? Who does not know that all
errorists that have troubled the church and do trouble her, always pro-
fess to found their doctrines on the Bible? In reference to the Confessian
of Faith, there is absolutely no plea at all. The prosecutor has always
been of opinion, and by the admissions of Mr. B. now more than ever,
that had he been put to a special plea, he would have agknowledged the
truth of af least a majority of the charges, as he has done of the principal
ones, so far as the standards are concerned,and would have justified him-
self on the ground of scripture. Thus, it is believed, prejudice was man-
ifested in favor of the accused ; for by this course he was left to all the
benefit of a denial, where he could do it with a clear conscience— whilst
he had all the advantage of silence, where he could not have denied. By
this, too, the trial was greatly protracted. :

Thus, also, the appellant and the court are left still in doubt whether
Mr. B. admits or denies certain points. Dr. Ely in his paper said Mr. B.
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included Christ’s active obedience in the matter of the believer's justifi-
cation, and did not teach that justification is simply pardon. On the con-
trary, Rev. Mr. Patterson said he believed’ Mr. B. held the common
doctrine of the New-England divines, and the doctrine of Dr. Dwight;
which is, that justification is simply and only pardon. Thus, justice, in
this state of the case, could not be expected. This incipient error led on
to others. .

8. Another reason for thinking that there was some little bias in the
court, is the high estimate in which, deservedly, some at least of the
members held Mr. B., as to talents, and his congregation as to respecta-
bility and influence. It will be remembered that the Presbytery held its
meetings in the lecture room where the accused had usually met his peo-
ple, and many of them were present during the trial. It is hardly con-
ceivable that the good brethren should not be insensibly influenced. Ac-
cordingly, one, in closing his remarks, said, “Never let me be found con-
demning a man to whom God has given such mighty powers of mind, and
a conﬂegation so dignified and influential.”

4. My fourth reason for appealing on the ground of prejudice leading
to error, is, that the Presbytery havc, in their decision, endorsed some of *
Mr. B.’s alleged errors, and having made them their own, could not be
presumed altogether impartial in their judgment. Ex. gr., “ This exer-
cise of mind and heart,” (Abraham’s) say they, ¢ the apostle says was
imputed to Abraham for righteousness.” See 4th reason. And again,
under 5th reason, *“It (the Confession of Faith) does not intimate that
independent of, and subgequent to the enactment of the moral law, God
entered into a special compact with man, about his obedience ; but that
he was pleased to promise eternal life, not only for himsclf but for his

terity, on condition of Adam’s obedience to that law, to be proved by -
li; ob’fervance of the prohibition from the fruit of the tree of know-
edge. :

Now, on the contrary, the very doctrine of the Confession and Cate-
chisms, is, that man was created “ having the law of God written in his
-heart,” and “ when God created man, he entered into a covenant of life
with him.” The covenant was subsequent to the enactment of the law.
Thus the Presbytery sanctions the error charged, and therefore may well
be suﬁposed favorable to the accused.

5. Because, on the 5th, 6th and 7th charges, it is very difficult to say
whether the Presbytery admit, as Mr. B. did,that he denied the doctrine
of the standards. It is painfully difficult to know what their decision is
under these heads; and particularly on the 7th, the! certainly do not tell
us whether Mr. B. denied or acknowledged the doctrine that Adam’s
wsterity are guilty, i. e. liable to punishment on account of Adam’s sin.

hy did not the Presbytery give an unequivocal sentence here? On these
three charges, where every attentive hearer of his defence must know
that Mr. B. admitted his denial and rejection of the doctrine of our stan-
dards, and where he set up his defence on the ground of scripture and his
own metaphysics, in opposition to them, I am constrained to think the
main efforts of the Pres%ytery have been expended in throwngg darkness
and obscurity around the subject, and “so they wrap it up.” This reason
Itbmay extend to each one of the charges, and the Presbytery’s action on

em. ‘

Three questions naturally arose on each. 1. Is the thing charged
proved by the testimony? 2. Is it contrary to the standards? 3. Is it
contrary to the Bible ? ' Now the prosecutor humbly conceives he had a
right to a decision on each of them. This he respectfully requested, in a
letter addressed to the Presbytery, but was refused. .

6. Because an inaccurate statement in the 8th reason of the decision,
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was perhaps partly the ground of said decision, viz: “Because the prose-
cutor did not attempt to show in what the proper penalty of the law con-
sisted.” Now the prosecutor did show, from the Confession and the
Bible, that the proper penalty of the law consisted in death. “ Thou
shalt surely die”—that it consisted in the cursc—the wrath of God—which -
things include sorrows, anguish and woes unutterable, inflicted upon the
Saviour by the righteous judgment of God the Father, because his own
Son bare the sins of his people, (by legal imputation) in his own body on
the tree. : o

Because of a similar inaccuracy in the 10th reason, viz: that “the ev-
idence submitted on the part of the prosecution—was that of inferences
drawn from Mr. B’s language.” Now the appellant humbly conceives
that he submitted the language itself of Mr. B., as the testimony and the
evidence in the case. He submitted all the passages read, and their ad-
joining contexts respectively. These were the evidence, and it is believ-
ed they contain proof. , ; ,

8. Because one member of the church, at least, distinctly rejected the
Standards of the Church, as a rule of judgment in the case. He said the
confession had been twisted into a wrong place. It was not a trap to caich
heretics. He had as good a riﬁht to bring charges against a man for
holding doctrines contrarary to Ridgley’s Body of Divinity, and the Bible,
or contrary to the Christian Alinanac and the Bible, as the present pros--
ecutor had to charge Mr. B. with holding doctrines contrary to the Con-
fession of Faith and the Bible. Itis true, he next day apologised, by say-
ing he did not mean to disparage the Confession of Faith. But then his
spcech was at least, partly written. It was delibérately and strongly ex-
pressed ; whereas the apology was obviously a lame effort, for popular
effect. Now, how many more of the judges were of this sentiment, I can- .
not say. I believe, however, there be some even newer Presbyterians,
than this anti-confession brother. Butone thing isobvious, viz: that such
doctrine effectually precludes a fair and impartial trial.

9. Because the Presbytery took Mr. B’s present declarations asexpos-
itory of the meaning of his language adduced in proof. I think this will
be evident upon a simple reading of the passages of his book quoted as
- testimony, and the decision of the court. During the whole trial, it ap-
peared, plain to me, that he was by the court viewed as the legitimate,
and the only legitimate expounder of his own printed words ; and in support
of this, it was alleged, that he knew best what was his own meaning.

Now the appellant believes that the court itself was the only authoris-
ed expositor. They had no right to take the present views of the part
at the bar; nor his present gloss upon his own words, formerly uttered,
as their correct meaning. They were bound simply to weigh the words
according to their obvious meaning in their connection, and according to
the usages of the language. The question before them was not (or ought
to have been) what does Mr. B. now teach or deny? Not, what does he
ggwks’?y be taught then? But simply, what has he taught here in this

ok ?

Every candid mind must perceive, that if a man shall be permitted to
give his own explanation to his own words, no man can ever be convicted
of holding error, unless he be so stupid as to be unable to distinguish be-
tween truth and error, and to fritter down and explain away his own terms.
A very small portion of talent for mystification can gloss over the most
obnoxious terms. For example : An action of slander is brought against
me, for uttering the words—“I saw O. P. Q. in a state of intoxication, at
a public dinner on the 4th of July.” It is proved that I pronounced these
words, and that I am not on friendly terms with O.P. Q. I put inaplea
of justification, and claim _the privilege of explaining. I show both from
my habits of speaking and writing, thatI have used the term intoxication,
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in application to high mental excitement. | The man was intoxicated with
joy. Thisis all I meant. I} was a compliment. I wassimply represent-
ing the strong patriotic feeling of O. P. Q.; he was intoxicated with joy
upon a reminiscence of the glorious transactions this day commemorates.
Or, I show that I have been in the habit of abusing Pennsylvania as a
drunken state—the whiskey insurrection state—the state of intoxication,
I meant nothing more than that I saw O. P. Q. in Pennsylvania that day.
Will the court and jury take my explanation, and find me a verdict? or
will they judge for themsclves, what my language means? Will they
receive as authority, my present testimony, in my own favour; or will
they ascertain by other scales, the weight of the words proved!
his, I take 1t, is the grand crror of the Presbytery as to the ground
of their decision. They made Mr. B. both witness and judge in his
own case, by a gratuitous assumption of his present views, and his
present_exposition of his language formerly uttered, and now adduced
m proof, as being undoubtedly the true and proper scnse of that lan-
age; and of his doctrines there published.  Accordingly, notwith-
standing he had said in his defence, “the doctrine of all sining in Adam,
and falling with him, I mean to reject,” the Presbytery acquitted him
on thg ground of his oft-repeated declaration, that he agreed with his
accuser in the substantial facts of the casc.

All these counsiderations, and some others, conspire to sustain me in the
convictién, that my tenth and last, and principal reason of appeal is just
and true, viz:

10. Because the decision of the Presbytery is not in accordance with
the facts of the case, as exhibited in the charges, and the Testimony and
the law. It is not a righteous decision.

All which is respectfully submitted, by
" Your unworthy brother in the Lord,
‘ ' GEO. JUNKIN.

Arr. VIII.  Trial of Dr. Beecher.

We have delayed giving a statement of the recent trial of the Rev, Dr. Beecher, be-
cause the information we have hitherto possessed was not of that definite character
which would induce us to place full confidence in its truth. For the same reason, we
have not even published the charges which were presented by Dr. Wilson, although a
brief paragraph appeared, months ago, in almost every religious newspaper in the
Union,

The New-York Observer is now engaged in publishing a very full report of the tri-
al,and we may have occasion hereafter to refer to its report ; but we now copy the
following from the Standar¢, published at South Hamover, Indiana, because it presents
a good® condensed statement as to the charges preferred by Dr. Wilson, which were
very long, and also furnishes the views of the minority of the Presbytery on some
points.—Christian Intelligencer.

On Tuesday, the 9th ult., the Presbytery met in the Second Church, at 2 o’clock, ,
P. M., and after a sermon by Prof. Stowe, the moderator, they proceeded to take up
the charges brought by Dr. Wilson against Dr. Beecher. A summary of the charges
tollows : .

1. Dr. Beecher was charged with ¢ propagating doctrines contrary to the word of
God and the standards of the Presbyterian church, on the subject of the depraved na-
ture of man.” Under this charge it was specified,that in a sermon by Dr. B., published
in tbe National Preacher, vol. 2, on pages 11, 12, it is taught that ¢ the depravity of
man is voluntary; that neither a depraved nor holy nature are possible, without under-
standing, -conscience and choice; that a depraved nature cannot exist without voluntary
agency; that whatever may be the early constitution of man,there is nothing in it, and
mothing withheld from it, which renders disobedience unavoidable; that the first sin in
every man is free, and might have been and ought to have been avoided ; that if man

is~depraved by nature,it 15 a voluntary nature that is depraved; and that this is accord-
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ing to the Bible : ¢ Thev go astray-as soon as they be born’—that is, in early life—
how early, eo as to deserve punishment, God only knows.” The doctrines of our
church, referred to as impugned by these sentiments, may be found in the Conf. F. ch.
vi. sec. 3, 4,6 ; Larg. Cat. 26, 57 ; Sh. Cat. 18. -

2. Dr. B. was charged with propagating doctrines contrary to the scriptures and our
church standards, * on the subjects ot total depravity and the work of the Holy Spint
in effectual calling.” The doctrines of our church, referred to under this charge, are
contained in Con. F. ch. vi., sec. 2, 4; ch. ix. sec. 3; Larg. Cat. 25, 149, 190. These
teach the doctrine of total depravity. On the subjects of total depravity and effectual
calling, and the work of the Spirit in the production of saving faith, further reference
was made to Con. F. ch. vi., sec. 1, &, 4; chap. x., sec. 2; ch. xiii., sec. 1; ch. xiv.,
sec. 1; Large Cat. 72. In all these references, the scripture proofs were included.

The first specification under this charge refers to Dr. B.’s sermon on native charac-
ter, p. 12, and on dependence and free agency, p. 11, 12,19, 23, as teaching that ‘‘man
is rendered capable by his Maker of obedience ; that ability to obey is indispensable to
moral obligation ; that where there is a want of ability to love God, obligation to love
ceases, whatever be the cause; that the sinner is able to do what God commanads, and
which being done would save the soul ; that to be able and unwilling to obey God, is
the only possible way in which a free sgent can become deserving of condemnation and
punishment ; that there is no position which unites more univcrsullfy and entirely the
suffrages of the whole human race than the necessity of a capacity for obedience to the
existence of obligation and desert of punishment ; that no obligation can be created
without a capacity cemmensurate with the demand ; that ability commensurate with
requirement is the equitable foundation of the moral government of God, and that this
has been the received doctrine of the drthodox church in all ages.”

The second specification under this charge, referred to Dr. B.’s sermon on depend-
ence and free agency, p. 11, 19, 29, alleging that it was therein taught that ‘‘ man in
his present state is able and only unwilling to do what God commands, and which being
done would save the soul ; that the more clearly the light of conviction shines, the
more distinct is a sinner’s perception that he is not destitute of capacity, (i. e. ability,
compare p. 27, 81,) to obey God ; that when the Holy Ghost comes to search out
what is amiss, and put in order that which is out of the way, he finds no impediment
to obedience to be removed, except only a perverted will; and all he accomplishes in
the day of his power is to make the sinner willing to submit to God ; that good men
have supposed that they augment the evil of sin, and the justice, mercy and power of
God, in exact proportion as they throw down the sinner into a condition of absolute
impotency; that he (Dr. B.) cannot perceive the wisdom of their views; that a subject
of God’s government, who can but will not obey, might appear to bimself much more
g\:iilty ’t;han ene whose capacity of obedience had been wholly annihilated by the sin of
Adam. :

8. The third charge was that Dr. B. propagated a doctrine of perfection. This
charge was supported by a comparison of p. 11 and 19, of the sermon on dependence
and free agency,where it is taught that ‘‘the sinner is able to do what God commands;
that the Holy Spirit, in the day of his power, makes him willing ; and so long as he is
able and willing, there can be no sin.” It was also corroborated by an argument of the
Perfectionists of New Ilaven, in which they claim the * renovated and redeemed” the-
ology of ‘‘ Beecher, Taylor, and their associates,” as furnishing the foundation and
proof of their peculiar faith.

4. The fourth charge accuses Dr. B. of slander against the whole church of God,
and attempting to bring odium upon all who sincerely receive the standards of the
Presbytenan church. This charge was supported by quotations from the sermon on
derendence and free agency, pp. 12, 23, 28, 31, 33, 34, 87, in which the doctrine of
fallen man’s impotency or natural inability,and those who hold or who have heldit, are
exhibited in such a manner as is calculated to excite odium against them.

5. Dr. B. was charged lastly with hypocrisy or dissimulation in religious matters,—
This charge was predicated upon hyj otheticnf grounds. If Dr. B. has not adopted our
standards, as some circumstances indicate, then he is insincere in his professed attach-
ment to them. If he has adopted them, he is still insincere, because he impugns them
on subjects of great importance. I give the sense, not the words of the first two spe-
cifications; to which a third was added, that Dr. B., before Synod, spparently for the
purpose of popular effect, declared that the * Confession of Faith contained the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.” Another thing was alleged in corrobo-
ration of the relevancy of the charge, viz : that Dr. B. having preached the sermon on
dependence and free agency just about the time that he contemplated entering the
Presbl{ter'gm.churg:h, with the expectation of being pastor of the Second Presbyterian
church, Cincinnati, and professor of theology in Lane Sewinary; ‘‘either did not know
the doctrines of our church, or if he knew them, designed to impugn them in that seg«
mon, and to vilify those who honestly adopt them.” ’

-
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The Cincinnati Journal says, that ‘‘at the commencement of the trial, Dr. Wilson,
according to the rules of our church, was duly warned that if he failed to make out his
charges, he himself should be censured as a slanderer of the gospel ministry.” Now,
altheugh I was not present when this warning was said to be given, yet I am con-
vinced, from the circumstances of the case, that this is a misreprescntation. The mo-
derator, Professor Stowe, who, notwithstanding the relation he sustains to Dr. B.,
conducted himself throughout the whole sessions with a dignity, propriety and impar-
tiality highly creditable to him, would, as a matter of course, l'emil the rule adopted on
such occasions; but such a rule as that given by the Journal, our Book of Discipline’
does not contain. The rule is this : ‘“The prosecutor of a minister shall be previously
warned that if he fail to prove the charges, he must himsclf be censured as a slanderer
of the gospel ministry, tn prorortion to the malignity or rashness that shall appear in
the proaecutiou." The Journal omits the material clause, which I have italicised, from
which it appears, that if no maligoity or rashness appear in the prosecution, no cen~
eure is incurred, even if the charges should not be proved to the conviction of the ac-
cused. Every candid and intelligent mind will acquit Dr. Wilson of manifesting either
malignity or rashness on this occasion. A sincere desire of adhering to the path of
duty, and discharging the obligations imposed on him in his ordination vows, 18 obvi-
ously, and as I firmly believe, the leading motive for entering upon the arduous and -
painful task of prosecutor. ) .

The remaining part of Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday morning was consumed
in bearing testimony. The charges were then read, in connection with the passages
referred to in the Confession of Faith and Catechisms, and the whole sermons of Dr.
B. on native character, and on dependence and free agency. The whole sermons were
read, and the plea that the court could not understand the import of the passages cited
in Dr. W.'s specifications, unless in their connexion with all that went before and all
that followed. These preliminaries, with some short interludes devoted to miscellane-
ous business, occupied the Presbytery till Thursday noon. In the afternoon, Dr.Wil-
son commenced his speech, and concluded it at noon on Friday. It was plain, point-
ed, argumentative and convincing. In the afternoon the court allowed Dr. B., contrary
to all usage, to produce additional testimony to meet information given by Dr. W. in
his speech, on the degree of reputation which Dr. B. enjoyed in New-England at the
period of his removal to the west—a point of no consequence at all to the business be-
fore the court. After the hearing of the tesiiniony, Dr. B, commenced his defence,
which he continued on Saturday morning, and closed on Monday afternoon. It ap-
peared to me that the whole of this long speech was rather calculated to make a favor-
able impression upon the spectators than to enlighten the court. The simple object
should have been to shew that the specifications on which the charges were grounded
were irrelevant, misstated, or misrepresented, and that therefore the charges could not
be sustained. But instead of this, an indirect and inferential method was. pursued—
declamations about ¢ capital” in well earned reputation—laws of interpretation to be
applied to the Confession of Faith—citations from the fathers, reformers, and some
modern divines, to shew that they held the doctrine of the sinner’s natural ability and
moral inability—and in general, an endeavor to impress every one with the belief, that
as certain divines,who were reckoned orthodox, held the opinions which were charged
on him as errors, therefore he too must be regarded orthodox, and as teaching nothin
incofisistent with the Confession of Faith. He strongly contended for the natur
ability of the sinner to obey God, and denied that, ordinarily, there is an immediate op-
eration of the Spirit in regeneration ; or, in other words, he asserted that in regenera-
tion, the instrumentality of the word in the hands of the Spirit, implied the absence of
direct agency. ° . .

On the other doctrinal points brought forward in the first two charges, it was evident
to a cgreful hearer, that however softened down this appeared in Dr. B's defence, the
were nevertheless there, and that he still held them. On Tuesday Dr. Wilson replied,
and by the allowance of the court, Dr. Deecher rejoined on Wednesday evening, and
Dr. V&. very briefly made his closing reply. The spirit which actuated the parties
during all this time, appeared to be good, and honorable to both, as gentlemen, and as
christians. The patience manifested in the constant and placid attention of the mem-
bers of the court, (with but two or three exceptions on the New School side of the
house) was highly creditable to them. The parties being heard, the roll was called,
and an opportunity offered for remarks. But few were made, and they were brief. In
the afterneon, as soon as the Presbytery came together, the vote was taken on the
charges separately. On the first and second charges, 12 voted that ‘they were sustain-
ed, and 28 that tiey were not sustained. On the third charge, while some of the mi-
nority viewed the language specified as censurable, and involving a doctrine of perfec-
tion; yet, as it did not appear in evidence that Dr. B. designed to teach sucha doctrine,
they declined voting. On the fourth charge, a similar discrepancy of judgment .:ﬂ.e".
od in the votes of the minority ; for some thought, that although the language and rep-
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resentations of Dr. B. were censurable and unjust, yet these were rather the effects gf
prejudice and infirmity than the result of any malicious intention to defame,hmd accord-
ingly they did not consider the charge sustained. In relation to the fifth ¢ o.rg;, some
of the minority, while they viewed Dr. B. as _exhibiting inconsistencies ; yet because
there was not sufficient evidence in their opinion, to show that he was insincere in his
inconsistencies, they voted acainst sustaining the charge. While the minornty thus
exhibited evidence of thinking and jndging independently, the majority voted in utiwa-
vering uniformity ; a phenomenon which any one can readily explain, who is at all ac-
quainted with the operations ot the mind in its present unperfect state.

Dr. Beecher is acquitted on all the charges, by a vote ot about two to one; but from
this decision, Dr. Wilson has appealed to the Synod of Cincinnati.

INCREASE oF PoPERT.—AL the anniversary of the British Reformation Society, I.
E. Gordon, Esq. presented the following startling tacts: y

“He had simply to direct their attention to the contrast presented by the number of
popish chapels and colleges which existed in England, Wales, and Scotland, in 1796,
and the number to be found within the same boundary line‘in 1883. In London, there
were, according to information derived from Romaf Catholic documents, only two
chapels in 1796 ; and in 1833, there were, according to the same information, no fewer
than twenty-five; leaving out in both cases, the embassy chapels. In 1798, there
were ten licensed Roman Catholic places of worship in other parts of England ; and
according to the map which he held in_his hand, there were now four hundred and
twenty-three., In 1796, there were no Roman Catholic ' colleges in England ; but in
1838, they had no fewer than nine colleges, overflowing with students. In 1798, there
were * on{y two seminaries of edncation noticed In jthe Roman Catholic official
publications ; but these had increased in 1333, to upwards of fifty, most of which - were
connected with colleges and monastic institutions. ‘To these chapels were to be added
ten, which had been built in the course of the last ycar, and no fewer than seventy-eight
for Scotland, most of which had been erected within the period described.”

He also stated whatis true mutatis mutandis of the intrease of Popish