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THE

PREFACE.

R E LY it cannat but be very Aflicting and
Grieving to every ome who hath the Welfare
and Profperity of Z. m at Heart, to look about hins
and bebold, $nto what a dreadul Convulfion the
Intereft of Religion is caft, and that, all of a fudden,
by the imparalleled Induftry of fome iden, who,
by their Station and Charatter, ought rather to pro~
moate her Health and Profperiiy.

The wery Foundation and Spring of all the
unufual Stir, that bath appeared in  this
Country, and particularly inthis Province, is, in
my Apprehenfim, that woful, unchari table, pre<
fumptuous Principle of rafh Fudging ; fome Mini-
flers taking upon them to judge and condemm thesr
Brethren, as carnal anconverted Men, who canmot
nor are defirous to do good to the Souls of others.
A very motable Inffance of which is that fingular
Performance of Mr. Gilbert Tennent, wviz. His

\ Sermon concernsng wnconverted Miniffers. Upon
tbis Principle of rafh judging és founded and busle
. the Prallice and Proceefing of eur profefting Bre-
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thren in their umwearied, and alas for it ! too [uccefs«

ful Endeavours to divide and alienate the Minds,

and Affetions of the common People from thesr ovn
Minifters, being made to believe them to e as grace-
lefs as our protefling Brethven lay them eut to be.
In the Exercifc Jof this Priaciple .of ralh judging,
they not only condemn their Breshren in general and
by the Lump, in their public Performances, but alfo
in private, are (0 particular as to name fuch as
they thus condemm. J/fr. Gilbert Tennent did
mention my [elf by name, to Mr. George Gillefpy,
as being one of the unconverved Pharijee Preachers,
againft whom he and the Brethren of bis Party do
[o much decliim; and ome of their mew licenfed
Preachers in bis public Difcourfe within the Rounds

of my Congregation, as feveral of bis Hearers told
me, condemned bis Hearers, and thesr Minifter by
Lump, as being in the ffrait Way to eternal Ruin ;
and in 1be mean Time acknowledged that he knerw
wot their Minifter. But its to be hoped thar the
Lord, whe is morw undoubtedly cbazjh:/gzg, a5 0=
recting us for our Sius and mifimprovemes  of
the Gofpel, willy in bis vown Way and Time, bic!
this evil Difeafe, by bringing both Minifters and
People to thesr right Wits again, and reflore a more
coriftsan charitable Spirit among us all.

The Susftance of the fsllowing Difcourfe was
preached, as I remember about fix Months ago, a=
bout which Time the erroneous Dolfrines tferein
conlidered, and confuted were, with a fingular In=
auftry preached and propagated by our liineramt
Protefsing Bretloren, and as greedsly imbib’d by their

admiring

..
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admiring Hearers. 1[ my [elf bave beard My.
Gilbert Tennent, with great Vebemency affert to
a great Co;:gregation, tfat every tru{y Yactous
Perfon or true Convert is as certainly jénﬁbi of the
Grace of God in bim[elf, or the Love of God unto
him, as a Man would be of a Wound or a Stab, or
the blowing of the Wind ¢ to that Effect ; and
maintained the (ameDoit ine, alledging (ome Scrip-
tures for his Support, when in prévate, I challenged
bim for it onthe ame Evening.
s my principal Defign in preaching the Sub-

fance of the following Difcourfe, was partly to pre-
vent my Hearers being drawn ale by thofe Errers
which I therein endeavoured to confiute, and partly
to reclsim any of them who might have been in a-
ny Meafure tainted with them; (o my Defirn in
 making thefe Thoughts public is the (ame, only wirh
a more extenfive View. | |

As there is no Deélrine of the Chriftian Religon

that is more Momentons and Fundamental than this
of Comverfion er Regencration; fo it concerns eve-
ry Coriffian to bave bis Fudgment vightly inform-
ed about it, and to be pusrded againf fuch Mif-
takes as may lead to wrong Nitions about it, which
I conceive the Dollrines confidered and confuted
én the following Performance, have & native ten=
dency unto; and therefore I hope st may be
of good Service to vid Marches bevween Truth and
Error, tn Relation unto them.

Another additional Motivz tothe Publication of the
following Piece, was, that our itimmtiv}g protefting
Brethren, have induftrioufly reprefensed us to their

A 3 Hearers
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Hecrers, as if we dented that aflurance of Fasth is
at all attainable $n this Life, that we deny all dif-
cernible Workings of the Spirit, that a Perfon may ae
$naState of Grace and know nothing at all of st, ¢rthe
like. Now I hope what is declared in the following
Sheets will help to wipe off the Reproach, and les the
Reader (ee that, in Relation to thefe Marters, we be-
lievedy preach accordingto the Word ef God, the ana-
logy of Fasto, and our IWeftminfter Confelfion and Ca-
techi[ms ; and may alfo ferve to aflift fome to form
more clear and diftintl Apprebenfions about the
Points berein treated of, than perbaps orherwife
they might bave done.

What accep:anceand fucrefs thefe lpoar Endeavvcnrs
may have with my chriftian Brethren and fellow
Profeffors, I muft leave to Time and divine Pro-
vidence to determine ; only, as I can truly (ay thas
ér is the Caufe of Truth and the Good of precicus
Seuls, I fincerely and chiefly aim at berein; (o it
swill be Matter of no [mall oy and Comfort to my
[elfs and 1 am perfwaded to many others, if the
Lord [hould be gracioufly pleafed to blefs this weak
Endeavour for ihat End.

I (hall conclude this Preface when I bave given
gy Readers a Caution, to be (ure to lay afide all
Prejudice and Prepoffeffion in Favour or Oppofition
to any Party, or elfe an bundred to one but they
vl lofe thesr Lobour and Pains, in reading and
confidering the Contents of the following Shests. Let
them therefore withount byafs imploy their Reafon
20 bold the Ballance of the Sanituary in their Hand,
1. €. the Scriptures, and [0 to weigh and ponder the
Weight




[ wit ]
Weight of the Arguments offered, and I am not e
Jrasd of the Sentence which (hall be pafsd.

May the Lord Fejus Chrift dwell in his Gofpel
Zion, masntain the Caufe of Truth, revive the
Power and Pratlice Lt}JJf true Religion, enable all
fincere followers of Truth to diftinguijh berween the
Chaff and the Wheat, between the Gold, Silver,
and the Precious Stones, and the Chaff and Stuble
of erroneous and unprofitable Dellyines, aud make
tihfs weak Endeavour am efleflual Mean, sn its

Place and Meaire, for this P}trpoﬁ.

T HE
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THE

Doctrine of Conviclions
fet 1n a clear Light.

1 Cor. 3. 12,13,

Now if any Man build on this Foundation,
Gold, Silver, precious Stomes, Wood, Hay, Stu-
ble : Every Mans Work [hall be made manifeft,
For the Day [ball declare i1, becanfe it [hall be
revealedby Fire, and the Fire fhall try every
Mans Work of what Sors it ss. '

HE State and Condition of the militang

Church is fignificantly reprefented by the
Spirit of GOD, Cant. v. 2. t0 be hbike a Lilly a-
mong Thorns i.e. environed and furrcunded with
fuch unkind Neighbours as are ftill ready to wound
and tear her Flefh and mar her Beauty. There:
are three Kinds of Thorns which have been by
their Turne, very exercifing and afHliting to her
almoft inevery Age, wiz. Perfecutions, Errors,
and Divifions. Such is the woful Degeneracy and
Corruption of human Nature, even in the Church
herfelt, that if by the Mercy and Goodnefs of
God, She be for a While freed from a perfecut-
ing Sword, She foon waxeth waaton, turns luxuri- -
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ant, and becomes the Difturber of her ¢wn Peace,
either by Error or Divifion, and commonly there
is 2 Mixture of both together.

I’s an unfpeakable Mercy, that for above ffty
Years together the Church of Chriit in the
Dominions of Great Britiin, hath enjoyed a
very great Degree of Peace and Freedom from
this afllilting and oppreflin;; Evil ; and we have
Reafonto mourn over the forrowtul Event there-
of; that inftead of growing in Grace, and
Knowledge, as we have been incouraged by a be-
nignant Providence, It’s too evident to be dif
fembled, that the Purity of Doftrine, and the
Life and Power of Godlinefs in Heart and Con-
verfation: is fallen under a lamentable Decay.

Neither is this little Infant Chuch in any Conx
dition to boaft it felf as free of the cpidemical
Difeafe, as the abounding Sin and Vice, of all
Sorts, doth too evidently bear Witnefs. And as
we who are comprehendcd within the Bounds of
the Synod of Philadelphsa, are awfully threat-
ned with an unhappy Divifion and perhaps a Se-
paration among our Minifters ; {0 I'm afraid that
this fickly Symtom is not altogether frec of fome
degrees of Errors ; which however they be juf-
tified as momentous Truths by fome, and per-
haps are only leoked upon as difputable Points,
of no great Moment by others, yet in their Na-
ture and Tendency, if not prevented, they may
be of very hurtful Confequence to the Intereft of
true Religion among us.

But
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But that I may come to copfider the Text
which I have chofen as the Subject of the enfuing
Difcourfe. In the firft Chapter and toregoing
Part of this, the Apoftle reproves the Church of
Corsnth fharply, for the Divifions and Parties
that were among them, on Account of their dif-
fering and oppofite Sentiments which they had
concerning the Apoftles and Minifters compared
with one another ; fo that one was of Pau/ another
of Apollos &c. they wete pufted up for one againft
another, as he expreflecth it Co. 4. 6. A Di-
feafe, which I very much queftion, whether ever
fince the Apoltles Days, it raged fo muchin fo lir-
tle Bounds, and where there was {0 much of an
agreement in DoClrinals as hath been prefefled
here among us within the Bounds of this
Synod.

I will not take much Pains in a textual Ex-
plication of the Words, only briefly confider the
Scope of the Text and Context, in order to clear

my Way for the SuperftruGture, which I wouid
build upon it.

In verfe 9. the Apofile confiders the Churcix
under the Notion of a Building, and o continucs
his Difcourfe in an Allegory, or continued Mera-
phor to verfe 16. he reprefents Himfélfas a Maf-
ter Builder among them, becaufe he hxd firft
preached the Gofpel there, and o laid the Foun-~
dation of a Gofpel Church. He alfo reprefents
Jefus Chrift 1. e. the Doétrine of Salvation thro’
him, as the Foundation of this Building; and
then procecds to caution them, or the Minilters

among
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among them, againft preaching fuch Dorines,

as a Superdtructure, upon this Foundation, as
upon tryal would not be found agreeable to
T'ruth, to the Scriptures or Analogy of Faith, !
Sound and profitable Doctrine he calls by the |
Names of Gold, Silver, precious Stones, which
will endure the Fire of a {tri€t Examination;
but falfe or unprofitable Doltrine he fets forth
under the Metaphors of Wood, Hay, Stuble,
all which are combuftible and cannot endure the
Fire.

By the Day, and the Fire, by which every
Mans Work fhall be difcovered, and declared
of what Sort it is, whether good or bad, pafling
over other Interpretations, we may underftand
the regular rational Means and Methods which
fhould be taken by the Church, or by every
Chriftian for himfelf, to compare Do trines true
or falfe, good or bad, with the Word, of God and
{o to approve the one and reject the other. |

Hence thefe two Doétrines do readily offer
themielves to our View.

DOCTRINE I

That the Minfters of the Gofpel have great
Need to examine the Doétrines which they preach
to Gods People, and fie that they, be agreeable
unto, and founded upon the Word of God ; that
inftead of faving and edifying Doctrine, they do
not preach Stuble and Chaft, and groundle.(é
Fictions, their own private Opinions, or the Opi-
nions and Conceits of others which they have
imbib’d, DOC-
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DOCTRINE IL

That it is an Evil very incident to the Mini-
fters of the Gofpel, neither are the true and faithful
Minifters altogether free from the Danger of i,
even to intermingle falfe & erroneous Opinions in
Matters of Religion, with the pure and faving
Truths of the Goipel.

In handling this Doétrine I will follow this
Method, Firit, {hew the dangcrous and pernici-
ous Tendency of this Pratice, Secondly, what
it is that expofeth the Minifters o} the Gofpel to
the Danger of it. and Thirdly, puint out fome
Inftances of fome particular Doétrincs, which are
advanced with a great deal of Aflurance byfome
of our Brethen, and as greedily imbib’d and re-
ceiv’d by their Admirers and Follow:rs ; and
which I conceive to be not only Erroneous in
themfelves, but al{o of a very hurtful Tendency;
which alfo I fhall endeavour to evince when 1
come to fpeak particularly of them. I return tothe

FirftThing Propofed, which is to fhew the per-
nicious and dangerous Tendency of this Evil
when it is fallen into.

Firft, It is a very finful wafting of Time and
Pains, to teach and learn what is not only unpro-
fitable, but hurtful ; which Time and Pains mighe
and fhould be better imploy’d in teaching and
learning the pure and profitable Truths of the
Word ; the Syftem whereof is fo copious that we
can never arrive to a compleat and perfect ac-
quaintance therewith in this Life; and therefore
it muft be greatFolly to fpend that Time learning

and




7F &~ 1

ing and teaching what is unprofitable or hurtful,
while we are o far fhort of what is truly ufe-
ful.

Secondly, It’s with a Witnefs to teach for
Do&rines the Commandments of Men ; for which
our Lord condemns the Scribes and Phari-
fees.

Thirdly, it corrupts theMinds of Men from the
fimplicity of the Truth, and direCtly weakens
and deftroys the Faith or Belief of the T'ruth, in
Mens Minds: For there neither is, nor can be a-
ny Error in Religion, tho’ it may appear never
fo circumftantial, innocent or harmlefs, but it
ftands in diret Oppofition to fome Truth inReli-
gion which it contradilts, and confequently muft
be of a Pernicious Nature and Tendency. For
all revealed T'ruths, are in their Nature precious
and ufeful ; precious as revealed by God, and ufe-
ful as they in their Place contribute to compleat
. the Divine Syftem; and fo far as any of thefe
Truths are oppofed, fo far the Divine Syftem is
injured, weakened and marred.

Fourthly, It’s worthy our Obfervation, that
one Error never ftands or is propagated alone,
but is always accompanied with others that are
ally’d to 1t about the fame general Subjet; as
appears in the Controverfy between Arminians
and Calvinifts, in order to maintain the Power

of the Will. Univerfal Grace, Univerfal Re-

demption, Conditional Decrees, and Apoftacy of

the Saints muft be compaéted together into a Syf-
tem, to {upport and {trengthen each other; and

{o
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D it is in «ii other inftances, as might be made
.Jappear if it were needful : The very Nature of
the Thing makes this unavoidable. For as, every
. | Dotrine requiresto be fupported by fome Means
or other, and as Truth can never without be-
ing perverted, contribufe tofupport Error, there-
fore other Errors that are of Kin to the Firft,
muft be brought in to fupport it, otherwife it can’t
{tand alone in the Minds of Men, who by an un-
alienable Principle of Defire after Truth, can-
not take for Truth any Point of Doctrine that
doth not appear to be fupported by other Trruths =
For it is a Maxim univerfally agreed to among
Mankind, that any Point that carries in it ane-
vident Oppofition to any evident and certain
Truth, is to berejeCted as Erroneous ; and upon this
Maxim are built all our Arguments b obfurdo.
Fifthly, the dangerous and pernicious Ten-
dendency of building Wood, Hay, or Stuble,
tho’ on afure Foundation of fundamental Dec-
trine, doth further appear, if we confider that a
circumftantial Error in Religion, as it direétly
and immediately overthrows, the circumftantial
Truth to which it ftands direCtly and immediate~
ly oppofite; fo, by confequence, it overthrows
and tends to rafe the very Foundation it felf; al-
tho’ thofe who maintainand propagate it often
times do not difcern it ; asis clear in the Cafe of
thofe Judaifing Chriftians who taught at Antioch
that Circumcifion and the Obfervation of the Ce-~
remonial Law was neceflary to Salvation ; for al-
tho’ the AQrogation of the ceremenial Law,
which




which their Error op\poféd immediately and di-
reétlv, was but a circumftanual Truth, and no
fully known to a great many Chriftians in thefe
Times, yet the infpired Apoftle plainly teaches
in his Epiftle to the Galgfians, that that Error had
a dire&t Tendency to overthrow, by Confequence
the very fundamental Dotrine of Juftification Gal.,
5. 2. bebold I Paul (ay unto you, that if ye be cir-
cumctfed, Chrift (hall profit you nothing, and v. 4.
Chriff is become of none Effelt unto you, whofoever,
of you are juftified by the Law are fallen from
Grace. Not that all who were then circumcifed
did altually perifh, or that all who were tainted
with that Error, were wholly fallen from Grace ¢
But that that erroneous Doétrine had a nativeTen«
dency, if they had feen it, to overthrow and rafe
the fundamental Doctrine of juftification through
the Grace of God in Chrift Jefus.

Asit 1s in a Material Building, every pinning
Stone in a Stone Wall] and every Pinor Braceina
Frame is ufeful to ftrengthen the whole Fabrick ;
and the removal of one ora few of thefe, {o far
weakens the Building ; 10, in the Syftem of Gof=
pel T'ruth the removing or dcftroying of circum-
ftantial Truths, by teaching or imbracing their
oppofite Errors, doth weaken and tends to overfet
the whole Syftem. Again

Sixthly, every Error in Religion hath a Ten-
dency to corrupt the Pradtice of thole who im-
trace it, efpecially in thofe Matters which are of
any Affinity to the received Errors; as for In-
ftance, the Error about the Comrr‘fﬁfhcnt ot the

A *Sabbath
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Sabbath in the Evening opens a Door for many

Profanationsofthe Subbath. The Error of Baptifts
opens a Door for too great Slacknefs in Parents in
educating their Children, and to the Chiidrento
be laxin theirPractice, as apprehendind themfilves
free of facramental Ingagements; and in general
cveryError in Religion lefs or more marrs mutual
Charity and Efteem among thofe who differ in
Judgment from one arother.

I come now to the fccond Head of Doltrine
which at firt I propofed to handle,  viz. To
fhew what it is that expofith the Minifters of
the Gofpel to the Den.cr of being guilty of the
Sin of advarcing crroneous Doctrine in prcach-
ing the Gofpei. Aud |

Firft, the Imperfetion of their Knowledge in
underftanding the Scriptures, which makes them
Iyable to put a wrong Senfe andConftruction upon
them, and {0 to preach up thar Senfe for found
Doltrine. Thusthe Scribes .ind Pharifees mifun=«
derftood the I..w, and accordingly taught that
Men might hate their Enemies.

Secondly, Bigottry to our own Party, to a re-
ceived Opinion, or to the Principles or Doctrines
in which we were educated, hath great Influence
upon Miniflers preaching errcneous Doltrine, be-
ing by Prepofletion, hindred trom thorowly
weighing the DoCtrines which they have thus re-
ceived, in the Ballance of the Santuary ; there
being a ftrong Inclination in Mankind to main-
tarn what he hath, once received, fo that it re-
quires 2 groat Degree and vilibly preponderating

B Force
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Froce of Argument :o convince him of a recei-
ved Error, more tharn is ncceflary, or would
have been, to arm hin againﬁ it at firlt.

Thirdly, the undiicerned corrupt Byafs of our
Nature tco eiten influenceth Men to believe, and
confequently to preach unfound & erroneous Doc-
trine, when in any Refpedt it tends to ﬁratify
our Humour or carnal Intereft: As for Inftance,
the Enjoyment of & Benefice in an eftablifhed
Church may have Influence to byafs a good
Mans Judgment in Favour of the Doctrine upon
which the Conflitution of that Church is found-
ed. We find that even an Apoftle was byafled
by carnal Motives, tho’ not to preach, yet, to
practice difingenuoufly in refpe® of the Ule of
antiquated Ceremonics. Gal. 1.

Fourthly, An implicit Faith in the Judgment
of Men, whom we efteem wife and penetrating,
goesa great length with many, fo that they can
advance an Error, under the Patronage of fuch
Men, with more Aflurance than they could do a
T'ruth in Oppofition unto them.

Fifthly, an Affectation ot fingularity, and an
Ambition to be thought more penetrating than
others, together with a confidence in their own
Abilities, to maintain and defend what they ef=
poufe, encourages many to broach and invent
erroncous Doctrines, being firlt brought toa Be-
lief of them themfelves,

Sixthly, No doubt Satan hath a de?p hand in
all fuch Matters when they are in Agitation, by

deluding and tempting even the Minifters of
Chrift




Chrift as much as he can to 1werve rrom the

\Way of Truth.
| II. HE A D.

I will now proceed in the third Place to point
out fome particular Tencts or Points ot Doétrine
which are now advanced partly in private Con-
verfation, and partly in public preaching, by
fome of our Brethren, and which the genera-
lity of their Admirers are exceedingly fond of,
which I take not only to be Erreneous, but alfo
of a very evil and dangerous I'endency and
which, tho’ I will not aflert them to be funda-
mental Errors or Herefies 2 {o called, yetI appre-
hend them to be very much oppofite to the T'ruth
of the Gofpel as it i: in Jefus. And altho’ thefe
Errors or Miftakes, whiie ‘hey remain apart,
may, p:ilaps be entertained i particular Chrif=
tians Minds, fome 1n one ard fome in another,
without much Hurt and Dau?gc, either to them

{elves or others ; yet, when®ele@ed and gatheredaco!
together into a kind of a petfy Syftem, and induf~( <7

A

trioufly propagated and greedily imbib’d, as I
apprehend they are not a little Dangerous, to the
Intereft of true Religion, as tending to corrupt
the great Fundamental Ductrine of Converfion
or Regeneration, which they beara more par-
ticular Relation unto, andfo to hurt many poor
Souls, as to their Intereit in, andEndeavours after
the fame ; while fomne are by thefe Norions about
Converfion, induced groundlefly not only to doubt
but alfo pofitively to deny all jncerelt in it, and
lo, in fome Meafure to Difs 4‘,, becaufe they

B 2 cannot
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cannat pofitivelyaflert their Experience of the

Particulars which are afferted by thofe Tensts,
& their Votaries, to be neceflary unto i, altho’ the
Ward ef God, by which we ought to regulate our
Thoughtf about thete Things, is whoily filent
concerning them. ,

And again, m a‘raid that many poor Souls
are led by thefe fame Tenets to be pufted up with
ftrong prefumptuous Conceits of their own Con-
erfion, becaufe as  they apprehend, they have
felt fuch Symptoms or Exercifes in themiclves; as
by thefe Tenets, are the main Criterion or Marks
of a Work of Grace.

Now concerning thofc Tenets, tefore I menti-
on them in particular, I would further obferve,
as has been hinted, that as to their Main and
principal Subjeét, they all relate to the Main and
Fundamental DoCrine of Regeneration; con-
cerning which we are agreed as to 1ts abfolute
necefty in order to Salvation, as to its princi-
ple ethicient Caufe, viz. the Holy Ghoft, and as
to the ordinary Means by which it is accomplifh-
ed, viz. the preaching of the Word.

Firit then I will give you a brief and tair Re-
prefentation ot thele Doctrines or Tencts, as 1

LD,

apprchend them, and then endeavour to f{hew

their falthood and difcrepancy from the Scripture

and analcgy of Faith ; ond  then take Notice of
their evil and dangerous Tendency.

DOCTRINE L

Befor: there be 1o much as a beginning of a-

ny faving Work of Grace or of the Spirit.in the

Heart
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4 Heart of a Sinner, there muft be an awakening
{ Conviftion of Sin and Mif¢ry raifed in the Soul
in a Way of common Operation; which Con-
viGtion hath ncthing of faving Grace in it, fo
that a Perfon may have thefe Convictions, and
yet fall thort of Regeneration ; thofe Coavitions
are previouly neceflary to prepare the Heart for
faving Grace, but are void of faving Grace them-
felves. Thefe Convitions muft be fo great,
and fill the Heart with fuch a Degree of Fear
and Terror as to bring the Perfon unto the very
Brink and Border of Defpair, betore he be fit to
have the Confolations of Gofpel Offersand Pro-
mifes apply’d unto him; and confequently both
the Wound and the Cure muft make fuch deep
Impreflions on the Mind and Memory, that the
Perfon can never forget it; but can fenfibly and af~
furedly date his Converfion therefrom, thefe Con-
victions are for ordinary raifed, and to be rai-
fed by the awtful fetting forth or preaching of the
Terrors of the Law, hence they are called fome-
times the Terrors of the Law, fometimes a Law
Vorlk, fometimes legal Convictions and fome-
imes the Spirit of Bondage in Allufion t Roms.

. 15. Ye have not received the Spivit of Bondage
agasn to fear. Hence

DOCTRINE 1.
That all true Converts are as fenfibly affured of
heir converted State, of the Grace of God in
hem, and the Love of God unto them and of
he Spirits working in them, as they are
r can be of the Truth of what they perccive

L3
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by their outward Senfes of fecing, fecling hears
ing, &c. Hence.

DOCTRINE IIL

That all who are nor thus aflured of cheir own
Converfion are yet in a damnabie urconverted
State.

DOCTRINE IV.

"That one true Convert, may by a\ niles Free
Converfation with another Perfon, know whether
he be converted or no.

DOCTRINE V.

Thatthe principal & great Mark and Criterion
by which to Judge of our own fpiritual State, or to
forma Judgment of Charity concerning others, is
not an orthodox Profeilion accompanied with a
Godly and Righteous Walk and Converfation, but
only thofe inward Exercifes which Perfons have
felt in themfelves, or that others declare that
they have felt at the T'ime of their Converfion.

DOCTRINE VL

That tho’ a Perfon be regularly, after due
Trials, called and ordained to the Miniftry, yet
if he be not converted, or have not adInward
call of the Spirit, to that Work, that fuch a Per-
fon hath not the Call of God, but only the Call
of Man tothe Miniftry. T his Doctrine is found-
ed upon an unfcriptural Diftinction of an outward
and an inward Call to the Miniftry.  The former
they name the Call of Man, the latter the Call
of God. AndHence DOG
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That an unconverted Minifter, who according
to them hath only the Call of Man, eannotinan
ordin.ry Way, be the Mean of Converfion to
others in preaching the Gofpel.

This I raketobe a Juft and fair Reprefentatis
on of the Dotrines which are taught and propa<
gated with great Induftry, and received by ma«
ny with great greedinefs.

But betore I come to a particular and direét
Confutation of them, I conceive it may be ufeful
and neceflary to prepare the Way thereunto, as
well asaflift fome Chriftians unto aclear and difs
tinCt Apprehenfion of feveral Things relating to
this great Work of Converfion or Regeneration,

to lay down fome Obfervations concerning this
Work of the Spirit in the Soul.

OBSERVATION L
Itake it for granted that when the Spirit of
God begins this great and fupernatural Work in
the Soul of a Sinner, what ever be the external
Means, he doth not firft work one Grace and
afterwards another, and again a Third, viz. he
doth not firft work Faith and afterwards Repent-
ance, and again Love, and then good Refolutions
&c. but rather that the very firt Beginning of
true dggcc confifts of one intire radical Grace or
good Heavenly Qualification, which is at once
diffufed and fpread through the whole Soul
and all its Faculties, and is thercin the Sccd
and Root of all particuiar Graces, viz.
B4 Of
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OCif Faith, Repentance, Love, Humility &g,
It is Light in the Underitanding, it is Faich
in the Soul, it is Love 1o God and hatred of Sin
inthe AfteCtions even as a Principie of Natural
Life, when breathed into our Noftrils becomes
the Spring of all Action, Motior, >enfe, and Ex-
ercife inthe Perfon who hath it, 1ts the Spring
of Motion in the Mcmbers, its the Source of Sen-
fation in the Organs of Senfe,its the original of
Defire and Appetite alter Meat or Drink ; and
accordingly when the Spirit ot God fpeaketh of
this great Work in the Scriptures, he commonly
reprefents itunder the Notion or Idea of one ra-
dical general Principle : Hence its called the
New Man, the New Creature, a quickning
to Life, a Refurre®ion, anew Hearr, an§

a new Spirit all which denote one general Princi-
ple of Spiritual Action, Motion or Exercife in
the Convert, as Life is in a Perfon the common
Spring of all human Exercifes, Hence

OBSERVATION I

That it is a good and found Way of reafon-
ing to conclude, that when any one Grace is evi-
dent, vifible and confpicuous in its Exercifes and
Fruits, that certainly all other Graces ofthe Spi-
rit are to be found in the fame Perfon, altho?
they be not o confpicuous or aparent, becaufe
that fame Principle of fpiritual Lifc which is the
Spring and Root of the particular Grace which is
moft apparent muft allo be in that fame Perfon,
aRoot and Spring of all otherGraces, which for the
- - .Prefén;;
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.Prcfcnt may be more hid an dormant, FEvenas
avhen we difcern a Perfons Breath or Pulfe to
move we certainly conclude, that his Life is in
him, tho’ he canmot fhow it by other Motions
or Excrcites. Yea

OBSERVATION IIL
Further I obferve that the feveral Graces of the
Spirit of God, in the converted and fanctified
Soul, arenot fo intirely diftin&t from another as
many perhaps do apprehend through inadver-
tency ; as for Inftance, Faith,Repentance, Love to
God, hatred of Sin, Patience,Humility, Self deny-
al, &. We are ready to apprchend that be-
caufe thefe feveral Graces have their different ex-
ercifcs about their proper and fuitable Objects, or
which is the fame Thing, the Soul is ditterently
imploy’d about thofe Obje€ts in the Exercife of
thefe different Graces; I fay upon this Account
we are ready, inadvertently, to apprehend that
there 1s a greater diftinction between, or among
thefcGraces, than inReality there is ; as if all thefe
Graces were fomany diftinét Entities orQualifica-
tions in the Perfon, which might be feparated from,
and exift independently of one another : Where-
as in Truth, tho’ they difler in their Objelts and
Manner of Excrcife, yet radically they are all
but one intire and individual Grace or Principle
of Spiritual Life putting it felf forth in its various
Actings according to the variety of Occalions
and Objedts which it meets with, evengin refpect
of our natural Life, tho’ itis one Thing to hear

another
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another Thiag to fge, anther Thing to walk, |
and another to eat and drink &c. ver all thefe va-
rious Atings of natural Lite do dift-r from one
another only as to their different Objucts, Mem-
bers and Manner of Imployment ; but radically & §
originally, it 1s one Principle of natural Life that
thus thews it felf in thef: various Forms of Aétion
and fo diverfitys it felf by thefe ditfcrent Manners §
of Imployment, &to ufe another Similitude, as the §
fame Perfon afts the Husband to his Wife, the |
Father to the Child, the Mafter to his Servant, §
and the Minifter or Magiftrate to his Flock or §
Subjecls, yetits individually the fame Perfon that |
alls differently according to all thefe Relations,
and Objets. Even {o the various Graces of the
Spirit, in the Believer are all one individual
Principle of Spiritual Life, and fan&itying Grace,
diverfitying it felf, as Occafion requires, 2bout
its various Objells, & fuitable to the occurring
variety of the Believers Exigences. Again

OBSERVATION IV.

That alth® we very juftly and truly, and
according to the Reprefentation of thefe things in
Scripture, form different Apprehenfions of thefe
different Graces, becaufe o? their different Ob-
jeéls, and manner of Exercife about them ; yet as
they are all radically one individual intire Prin-
ciple of fpiritual Life or. Grace; fo it will be
found, upon the ftriCteft Search, that no one of thefe
Graces can be alone in its Exercifes more than
in its Exiftence, altho’ as the Chriftian is imglgz’d
apsut
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about this or the other Objelt, he is commonly
aid to A&t this or the other Grace; as tor In-
ftance, Abrabam is faid to have alted Faith,
when he ofler’d up his Son, Mofes to have ex-
ercifed Meehnefs unde: greac Provocations ;
David t. aave exercifed Repentance Pfi gr1-
“ob to have exercifed Patience under his fore and
furprifing Ani:ltions, &c. I fay, altho’ the Pec-
ple of Gud are truly faid to have exercifed fuch
and fuch Graces upon proper Occafions ; we are
not {o to underftand i¢, as if, at fuch Times they
exercifed thefe Graces Excluiive of all others ;
but only by Way of eminence, fuch and fuch
Graces being called for upon thefe Occafions,
the Believers are faid in a particular Maaner to
exercife thefe, without menticaing or taking No-
tice of the others which are employ’d at the fame
Time, tho’ not in 10 eminent or dilcernible a
Degree. As for Inftance Abrabam’s Faith which
appeared eminently in leaving his native Coun-
try, and in offering his Son Ifaac; altho’ its alfo
evident that Patience, Humility, Refignation to
the Will of God, and felf denyal &c. were ail
in exercife at the fame Time, as appeared in hs
Conduct. So Mojes’s Mecknefs was accompani-
ed with Love to God and his People, with
Zeal to Gods Glory, with Faith and Sclf-denyal,
&c. Andto give Inftances in our dailyOccurrences
& fpiritual Expericnces, our true Chriftian Pat-
ence under Aftliction mutt be ftill accompaniced
with and proceed from Love to God, Faithin his
Promife to fupport and deliver us, a Senfe of our
N | own




\ =/

vwil eierts and thankfuinels to God that its not
worfe with us, and the iike : So likewife in our
adtings of Faith in Chrift Jefus for Juftification,
this cannot but be accompanied with Conviéti-
on of Sin, Griet and Hatred of it, Love to God
and Holinefs ; together with Refolutions to for-
fake Sin, to mortify Corruption, and pralice
Holinefs &c. And when under moft penitential
Exercifes for Sin, our Repentance and Conviti-
on muft be accompanied with a Faith in the
‘Truth of a Divine Revelation concerning the E-
vil and Danger of Sin, our own Sinfulnefs and
Vilenefs, and the Punifhment we deferve; yea it
muft be accompanied with Love to God and
Holinefs, an earneft Defire and Refolution to En-
deavour after it, befides Hopes, or at leaft faint
Apprehenfions of the Mercy of God in Chrift,
in order to Pardon and Reconciliation. And fo
I may fay of ali the other Graces of the Spirit,
that none of them is cver alone either in Exiftence
or Exercife ; however according to the Occafion
and Object, the Chriftian is called to the exercife
of fome one Grace principally, and to exercife
others in a fuitable Concomitancy: When I
am called to exercife Chriftian or Brotherly Love
on fome eminent Occafion, fure it muft be accom-
panicd with Love to God, Faith in his Promife,
and fuch Degrees of Selt-denyal or Humility, as’
the Emergency requires; or elfe it wont be true
chriftian or bretherly Love at all. From all which
I infer,
| it
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:ft. That no fooner doth the Spirit of God
begin the faving Werk of G uce in the Sinner,
or implant this Principic of 2 new and fpiritual
Life, which is diffufcd through the whole S-ul,
and contains in it the Seed znd Roct of every
particular Grace; but as foon, tho’ perhaps he
difcerns it not, the poor Sinner 1s delivere
from both &he Gui't and Power of Sin: heis
then broufR? "from a 3tate of Nature to « State of
Grace, & trom thePower of Satan unto God; then,
& by fodoing, the Holy Spirit makes Application
of the Bercfits of Redempdion unto his Soul, by
working Faith and ailother Graces in him, and
thereby ur*-cs him to Chriit in his eff2ctual Gall-
ing : Hereby theCondition of theCovenant is tul-
filled in him and according to Go‘pel Terms he
becomes attually interefted in Chrilt and all his
Benefts ; for Regeneration and Juftification are
infeparable : Whem he called them he al's iuftified,
Rom. 8. 29. Again

2d. That if the Perfon thus converted, be a-
cuit and in the Exercife of his Reafon, and 0 15
wrought upon by the rational, ordinary, and ap-
pointed Means of the Gofpel; I fay no fooner 13
this Work begun in him, but as foon he bagins
to exercife this new vital Principle of{piritual Lifc,
by alting fome of thefe Graces which this vital
Principle includes: And in asmuch as true Faith
1s in the Nature ot it and by divine Appuintment
a cardinal leading & principal Grace ; what ever
other Grace may be furft .difcernible in its Exer-
cife yet Faith muft furely be at leaft one of the

concomirant
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concomitant Graccs(in cxercife, 1 as much as
it 1s Faith that furnifueth ard adminiftreth objec-
tive Matter ‘01 all the ouier Graces to work and
feed upon. Now that I may make this more clear
by iliutratin_ .t by an Inttunce or two.

Firft, fuppofe thatby a thundering and awa-
kening Sermon, one or more were converted be-
fore the Serinon were near over al-
lowing all proper Means to be fi accerd-
Ing to thg:narural Tendency, and Intiuence upon
our reafonable Natures; in the above fuppofcd Cafe
its moft rational to think that, as it was with the
Multitude ¢/ 3. 37. this new Principle of fpi-

. ritual Litg would exercife and put forth it felf
~.orvte in Convgsens or in Soul wounding and affecting
| #7%/ Perfwafion of the Perfon concerning his own fin~
ful miférable and perifhing State, together with
his need of a Saviour : But then,gaccording to the
Suppofition viz. that this Con! n is the firlt
difcernible Fruit or exercife of the new Principle
of fpiritual Life ; it muft then be accompanicd,
yea it muft proceed from a Principle of true
Faith whereby the new Convert is as it were con-
ftrained ro believe the threatning of the Word
and its Declaration of the Perfons finful perifhing
State by Nature, muft alfs> be accompanied with
Love to God, hatred againft Sin, and a longing
Defire to be freed fram the Bondage of it .
vea this ConviClion muft aito be accompanied
with a true Faith of Gofpzl Fromifts, of Chrifts
Allfuthciency and willingnef: to fave penitent

turning, Sinners with a longing Dclire to be a-
ohag
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mong the Number of penitent believing Sinners,
which cerrainly in this Cafe imply the fincere
confent of vihe Heart and Soul to the Terms of the
Covenaut ; =lcho’ as yet, the poor trembling
Convert would reckon it gr-at Prefumtion to rank
himfelf airong the Number of true Converts ;
and yet for ail, his being confcious of his loath-
ing himfcif an4 hadng Sin, will ot Courfe raife
fome degrees of i-hgc, tho’ perhaps not difcern-
ible, that preient Exercife be 1s under may at
laft prove to be the Beginning of true Repent-
ance and Converfion in hnn.

Now tho’ 1n fuck a Cafe, Conviftion and
Downcaftings of Soul be the Exercife which the
convinced Stnner is mnft fenfibie of; yet it is not
without the Concomitancy of true Faith and o-
ther Graces, tho’ not in a difcernible Degree, and
fo Iets noticed, and far lefs concluded to be the
Altings ot faving and juftifying Faith, as in the
fuppofed Cafe it muli be. For the Perfons Con-
viton is fupp »ied to proceed from a true Princi-
ple of fpiritual Lite in the Soul, which implys and
comprehends all in the Seed and Roout; yea the
very longing Defire of fuch a doul after Chrift
and Salvation through him, doth certainly im-
ply the very Life and Soul of juftifying Faith.
I think the T hicf upon the Crofs is a notable In-
ftance of this, his g:')aycr to Chriit did certainly
proceed from a true Faith which accompanied
his Conslfion which he had exprefled in Words
a little before to the other Maletaétor, as he had
done alfo4m his Love to Chrift and Eftcem of

him,
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him, faid be, bu t/)z'g Man Lath doye ting A
1 &

mifs.  Yea his Prayer is a moft direct Expraii-
on of his Confent unto the Covenant of Grace (G
far forth as he underftood it, and conf quently
it imported the very vital and quintcilontal A&
of Juttifying Faith,

I will for further Hluftration, fuppofe alfo fome
Barnabas or other, {ome Son of Confolation, 12
made ufe of by God as an Inftrument to conver:
fome by an inviting and incouraging  Scrimon
concerning the preventing Love of God towards
Sinners through Jefus Chrift ; fuch 2 Sermon as
may oe fuppoied to have been preached by Chrift
amielf, Luke 4. 16, 22. Sure it cannot be de-
nied but that fuch Sermons have 1 Tendency to
draw Sinners to Chrift with Cords of Fove, as
1s reprefented Cant. 6. 1. Where the Daughrers
of Jerufalem are reprefented to be % much taken
and enamour’d with Love to Chrift by the glo-
rious Defcription which the Spoufe gave of him
in the foregoing Chapter, that they are fully
refolved to piin with her in fzeking him., Say
they , whbither s thy Beloved gone 2 O thou fair-
cft among Women, whither i thy Belived gene ?
That e may feck him with thee,

Now it we fuppofe a perfon to be converted
by fuch an inviting comforrable Sermon , 18 it
not natural and ratienal to exre that divine
Grace, then infufed into uch 2 Sou!, would jm-
mediately put forth it {¢lf in fome fpiritual Ex-
ercifes fuitable to the Entertainment which he is
entertained withal ; for his Grace theff in cxer-

* cife
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cift would oblige iim to attend unto ard
rcceive the Word with Faith, Love and Delight;
he would now begin to attend and with greedi-
nefs to drink in  what he hears, and that
with Affe&ions fuitable to the Nature of his En-
zertainment, which is fuppofed not to be awlul
and terrible, but fweet, foft and encouraging,
like a fpiritual Song of Love. Infucha Cafe,
the prevailing Exercifes and fenfijle Emanations
of true Grace would be, in all protrabfity, fuit-
able to the Entertainment, viz. Love and Gra-
titude to God, and Admiration of his undeferved
Grace, Refolutions to turn and cleave to him, and
thelike: Yet thefe fpiricual AfteCtions thould un-
doubtedly be accompanied with true Faith, with-
out which fuch fpiritual Affections would have no
Food to feed upon; they would alfo undoubted-
ly be accompanied with Convittion, Humility,
,and a Senfe of his own Unworthynefs : But inthis
Cafe Conviction would be only a concomitant
Grace to the others, which agreeable to the pre-
fent Entertainment would moft fenfibly take up &
imploy the new Converts Affections, {o that per-
haps the Perfons greater Degree of Convictions,
might be referved and poft-poned until he might
meet with another Entertainment more adapted
to excite them. Hence I infer

3dly .That its a miftaken Apprehenfion of this
Matter , to think thac a Perfoo s {hll void of all
faving Grace, and hath no lutereft in Chrift,
until he come that Length as to act Faith in the
Lord Jefus Chrilt as his Redeemer, in fuch an

C. cxplcit
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explicit and dire&Mz(mner as byReflc &tion or flf
Examination he may be able to difcern, a» I
hinted before Chritlians commonly do, only ob-
fcrve the Principal leading Grace which Adls,
and are apt to overlook thofe which are only
as Concomitants, efpccially if weak or languifh-
ing. So in our penitential Exercifes, we are
ready to refle&t only on our Coavictions, Sor-
row, hatred of Sin, &c. to overlook the Conco-

%elieving Apprehenfions of God’s
Mercy, efpecially it weak and feeble, as alfo cur
Love to God and Hoiinefs, his Laws and Peo-
ple, our earneft Longings, and Defires that
Chrift may be made unto us Wifdom, Righteouf~
nefs, Sanctification and Redemption, which, as
I hinted before, I take to include the very Ef-
fence of juftifying Faith, being it implyes
the Souls hearty confent to the Covenant of
Grace : Altho’ the poor weak Believer doth not
difcern it.

I acknowledge that before theChriftian be ca-
pable of pleading or claiming an Intereft in God
as his God, and the Lord Jefus Chrift as his
Redeemer, its requifite by Reflection or felf-Ex-
amination to difcern, infome Degree of Light,
that he hath thus clofed with Chrift on his own
Terms ; and the more dire¢t and exolicit his
Altings of Faith of this Kind have been; his
ground of claim, upon Reflection, will be the
iwore comfortably Evident. But certainly where-
ever true fanélifving Grace is once begun, which
includes every particular Grace, in the Seed B':md

A . INoet




270
Root, and which will immediately put forth it
ftlf into A&, that Perfon, tho’ he may not be
able to fee it and take comfort ia i, itill looking

upon himfelf asina natural gracelefs St::e; I iay

that Perfon is certainly, ip aguitificd and fan¢tified,
- State, 8&is by F aithf—gnto Chrift Jefus, andzm(
{6 united to all his Benchits; tho’ he may be long
without the Evidence thereof, not being able to

plead his Ciaim.
~ Having thus prepared the WayI proceed to
examine the above Points of Doétrine and fhew
their inconfiftency with Scripture and the Analo-
gy ot Faith. .And ’

Firft, asto thefe preparatory ungracious Con-
viCtions, as I may call them, which are held to
be fo neceflary by Way of Preparation for Con-
verfion, I apprehend that it th{re Nature and
Tendency be duly confidered, it will appear that
all fuch Conviction as are void ot true Grace are
{0 far from being neceflary Preparatives for
Converfion, that they are rather an impediment
to it. But

Firft, I will lay down { me Conceflions
concerning Convictions in generat. And

Firft that there are fuch common Convic=
~ tions arifing from a natural Conlcicnce, or a com=
- mon Work ot the Spirit or both, occafioned by
~ the Preaching of the Word, which at lat may
and often do fa.l fhort of Converfion, ot which
Saul, fudas, Abab, Herod, Felix, Agrippa, and
the Stoners of Srewen are notabie Inftances.
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2dly That thefe cgmmon) Convittions may be
fometimes fuccecded with true Converfion, 1
do not deny; but whenit is fo, the Converfion
following cannot be jultly reckoned the proper
Eftect o thofe Convigtions, altho itmay be oc-
cafioned by them, as 1t may Be by the Commifi-
on of fome grofs {in whichdeeply wounds the na-
rura! Confcience.

3diy We would diftinguifh between the Con-
victions of Sin whicharc common, and which aPer-
fon void of Grace may have raifed in him by
the Terrors of the Law or any other Means; and
thofe Convictionswhich are of a faving Nature
and which are a Fruit of faving Grace begun
in the Hearr by the Spirit of God. Thefe two
Sorts of Convictions may be diftinguifhed by
their proper Marks or Characterifticks.

Firlt, faving Convictions poflefs the Soul with
a deep Senfe o} the Bafenefs, Vilencfs and hate-
ful nature of Sin, as offenfive to God, being
contrary to his lovely Nature and Perfettions,
and particularly to his Holinefs and Juftice ; but
common or ungracious Convictions only alarm
the Soul with the Danger of the Wrath and
Curfe of God, the Mifery which Sin hath ﬁg‘ught
him unto, but as to the intrinfic vilenefs or bafc-
nefs of Sin, they have little or no Senfe of i,
and could be ealy on that Account, if they
were but free of the Danger of cverlatting Tor-
ments.

Sceondly, True Convictions are always ac-
eompanicd with hearty Grief for Sin, cven flul.

- * e
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t'1e Sinfulnefs of Sin, and the Perfons own bait.
nefs and vilenefS on account of it; yea he hates
his Sin, and loaths himfélfon this Account and
reckons himfelf among the Vileft,and Bafcft and
and moft Difgracciul Creatures upon Gods Earth,
becaufe of the Sins of his Lite, & more efpecially
of his Heart, his wicked Thoughts and perverfs
Inclinations. But in commion and ungracious
Conviftions, the Grief and Hatred that is con-
ccived againft Sin, is only on account of its dan-
gerous and pernicioas Confequences as to furure
Happinefs or Mifery, without Regardto the Viles
nefs and*Hatefulne!s of its Nature.

‘Thirdly, Saving Convitions are always ac=
companied with a true and fincere Love to God,
to Holinefs and to all thofe whom they efteem
to betrue Saints, they love their Company and
elteem them the excellent ones of the Earth,
they are weary of the Service and Bondageful
Drudgery of Sin, they are as it were, feelingly
opprelled and grieved in their Spirits on account
of the Power & prevalency of their own indwel-
ling Corruption,and perverfe Wickednefs of their
Heurts, and have moft longing and panting De-
fires of Seul to be freed from this Bondage,
and wonld reckon it a principal Part of the Hea-
ven and Happinefs they long for, tobe made free
from the Scrvice of Sin, that they might be-
come Servants to Righteoufnefs, having all the
Faculties and AftCtions of their Séuls f?&lcd with
Holy Deiires , Difpofitions, and Inclinations. Bt
i common Convidiong where there is no fancti-

3 i}’ing
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fying Grace, there is go Love to Holinefs for its
own Sake, but only for the Reward, the Saints
are eftcemed, not fo much for their Holinefs, as
their Happinefs; its not the Service of Sin, fr
its own fake, that the Perfon compiains moft
of, but en account of its dreadful Waggg and
were it not for this the poor Wretch €ould be
content to continue in theDrudgery, only that he
fears the Punifhment.

_ Fourthly, faving Convictions, tho’ they may-
+ake their Rife and beginning from fome more
notorious actuai Sin, vet they reft not here, but
trace up their actuai Sins and follow th othe
Fountain Head. viz. the indwelling Wicked-
nefs of their Hearts, and Corruption of their Na-
tures ; th+v have a feeling, heart-wounding and
grieving Perfuafion of the Truth of that Defcrip-
tion which the Spirit of God gives us of our
Hearts, feremsab 17. 9. Toe Heart is deceitful a-
bove all Things, and defverately wicked. But
common Conviétions commonly are confined to
actual Tranfgreflions, without affeting theHeart
for inherent Corruption, or Sins of the Thought.

Fifthly, Saving Convittions continue as an
habitual Ingredient of the Believers gracious Ex-
ercif through the whole Courfe of his Life;
they are fo far from being extinguifhed by the
comfortable Difcoveries o? the Favour and Re-
conciliation of God unto his Soul, that, tho. here-
by hisTerrorgmay abate or remove, yet his Con-
victions will rather incrcafe and improve; the
Belicver is never more humble and felf abal{]éd,

than
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than when he enjoys the cleareft Evidences of
Divine Love and free Grace; O then how vile &
azgravated do his Sins appear, being againit a
GUD of fuch wonderful Love. Appofite to this
- Purpofe is what we have Zach. 12. 10. They
 fhall lock upon me whom they have pierced &c.
' May not 1 appeal tothe Experience of all the
Saints whether ever their Conwvictions of din
were {0 ftrong and melting at any Time, as when
they have had neareft accefs to God in Dury,
and cleareft Views ob his Love, as particularly
fometimes at the LordgT able, where we are cal-
cd to take a believing View of the Love of
Chrift. Remarkable to this Purpofe alfo is that
which is recorded Ezek 16. 63. That thou may-
¢ff remember and be confounded, and never open
thy. Mouth any more becaufe of thy Shame ; when
I am pacifyed toward thee for all, that thou baft
done, jixitb the Lord God, But on the other
hand, common Convictions are for the moft part
at an end, asfoon as the Perfon gets any hope
or comfort , when once the fear or terror is
removed or abated, thefe common Convitions
abate in Proportion ; And therefore it gives no
fmall Ground of Jealoufie that fuch Convictions
as Perfons are at times Exercifed wich, are not
of the right Stamp, when upon their receiving
Comfort, they all leave them and difappear and
leave the Perfon at eafe, as to his Sins, becaule, as
he believes or fuppofes, they ate pasdoned and
God s reconciled.
- C4 Sixthly,
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Sixthly, We fhould 3carZ:fully diftinguifh be-
tween Conviltions whether faving or common,
and the Terrors or Fears which accompany or
follow them. Conviction doth in the Nature of
it confift in a Perfons Perfwalion concerning his
own finful and mifcrable Eftate, fo as to have
his Heart affeCted therewith according to the
Momentoufnefs of the Matter. The Terrors
or Fears which accompany or follow Convicti-
ons are the tormenting  uncafy fpreffions which
are made on the Mind from the Apprchention
of the Danger of Gods Wrath that is aue for
Sin. The Degree of Conviction depends upon
the clearnefs of the Light and Evidence by
which we are perfwaded concerning our own
finful and miferable State. But the Degree ot
our Fear and Terror depends upon the appa-
rent avoidablenefs or unavoidablensis of the Dan-
ger and Mifery which our Sin expofeth us unto,
{0 that tho® our Conviction or Periwafion of our
Sinfulnefs and Mifery be ever fo great, ftrong or
aftecting to the Soul, yet according to the ap-
parent Hope, Probability, or Profpect of Deli-
verance which is in the Perfons View, his Fears

g . | : -
and Terrors will be prevented, reftrained or a-
bated : Sothat it is not the Degree of Convicti-
on which properly fpcaking, drives poor Souls
to Defpair; but that his Terrors not being
reftrained by any Meafure of Hope or Expctta-
tion of Deliverance trom the impending Mifry,
I fay his Terrors are heightened through Unbe-
Yief, and Satans Temptation to Defparation, or

- ‘ the
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the higheft Fear and Terror, void of all Hope.
Its not the Degree of Conviction, but the To-
tal want of all Hope and Profpect of Dciiver-
ance that drives Perfons to Defpair, which is
Terror in the higheft Degree. The three
Thoufand 4tfs 2, were convinced to as high a
Degree of their Sin and Mifery as Fudas was,
yea {0 was Peter and Dawid, but their Terrors
were not fo great, and for what Reafon? Why,
it was this, Fudas’s Conviclion was not ac-
companied with the leaft Profpect or Probabili-
ty, or evena Potlbility of Relief, which raifed
his Terror to that fatal Heighe it came to ; but
thefe others mentioned, tho’ their Convictions
wer¢ as great and deep as his, yet they were
accompanicd with a rational Probabiiity & Prof-
pect of Relief, which at firft reftrained- their
r'ears and Terrors from a fatal Excefs, and at
laft as their Faith and Hope grew ftronger
their Fears and Terrors abated and vanithed, . -
yet ftill their Convitions viz. Heart-wound®
ing Perfwafion of their Sin,as to its vilenefs
and hatefulnefs, remained, yea rather increaf-
ed, even alter their guiliy Conftiences were
eafed by the Intimation of a%eedendfrom the » ¥
bove conceilions and diftiftions. its Evidcnt,} |
that whatever Convittions may be railed in a
Perfons Mind, whichare void ot the foregoing
diftinguifhing Marks of faving Convittion;
or whatever Fear orTerrors may follow or accom-
pany fuch Convictions, can have no nativeten-
dency to lead or prepare Perfons for Coaverfion
what nearcr to converfion is a Perfon or what
DLLter
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better prepared for it, by his being con-
vinced of Sinand Guiit, while ftill his Heart,
Love and Aff-ctions are under the r.igning Power
of it, nor is he humblingly affected with the
Senfe of its Vilenefs ? How much was Fu-
das prepared for Converfion by his Convicti-
ons and Terrors? Yea fuch ungracious Con-
victions tend rather to fcare a Perfon from
Chrift than draw him unto him; as appe.rs
by the too common and ordinary Confequence:
For either they drive the Perfon to Defpair and a
Halter with Fudas, or to drown and flifle his
Trouble and Terror with a diffolute and licen-
tious Life, or thirdly to reft upon an external
lifelefs Profettion together with an outward
‘Reformation, and perhaps to truft to fome ¢
Work by way of Merit to apprafe an offeriaed
Deity. And as for thefe Soul fhocking and con-
founding Fears, which are the native Attendants
of Convi€tions when there is no Sight of a
Remedy or Reliet, and which ftem to be dri-
ven at, by fome Preachers, as 3 main Ingredi-
ent of their preparatory Convictions, I fay
thefe Fears and Terrors arc Gt the beft but the
Language of-Unbelief and Satans Temptations,
and confequenly are ir their very Nature a ve-
ry great Sin. Surely to fear or doubt whether
the Lord can or will fave us, after he hath gi-
ven fuch Proof of both, is to affront both his
Power and Mercy 1n an high Degree.

To believe that we are in a perifhing State by
Nature, and that we certainly fhall penth if we
‘ Vom0 aa S T o o chl]LiI]!‘&:‘
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continue in that Eftate; that unlefs we Repent
and truiy beiteve in CHRIST JESUS, that is
cordially accept of him as offered in the Gofpel ;
unlefs we be born again ; to believe, I fay, and
be firmly covninced of thef¢ Things and to be
fuitably affcted with them according to the Mo-
mentouinefs ot their Nature, duth certainly ba-
long to thefe Convictions which make up a Part
of our Converfion, and which as hinted before,
are often the firft fenfible Exercyes of a new vi-,
tal Principle of Spiritual Life in the Soul; but at
the fame ?l"imc, not to bclieve, or to doubt whe-
ther Mercy be in our offer, or that we may be
faved upon Gofpel Terms, is Unbelief and con-
trary to Gufpel Revelation, which fets both
Death and Litethe Blefling and the Cucfe before
us at the {:me Time. And for Preachers of the
Gofpel to infift only on avenging Juftice;: and
[nduftrioufly as it were to hide and draw a Veil
aver the lovely Attribute of Divine Mercy,
is certainly 1o beget falfe Notions or Ideas of
a lovely God in Mens Minds, as it he were all
Juftice and no Mercy, and fo at once to fill
them with hatred of God and drive taem to
Defpair, which can never have a native Ten-
dency to prepare for Grace and Regeneration,
unlefs Unbelief and wrong Notions ot God can
do it.

Surely the whole Tenor of the Scriptures is
at once to reprefent the Eternal God as a juft
Avenger of impenitent unbelieving Sinners, and
- asa gracious, mercyful fin-pardoning Go]ci to :111
- U khinmble
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humble penitent believing Souls ; that both ous
Fear and our Hope may have futiable Matter to

~work upon, to ingageus as reafonable Creatures,

atted by a Principle of reafonable and juftifiable
felf Intereft, to accept of offered Mercy upon
the Terms propofed. But

Further, that it may yet more evidently ap-
pear that thofe preparatory ungracious Con-
victions have no Foundation as to their Neceflity
in ord®r to Converfion ; let us a little calmly and
dcliberately inquire whether we can find any
Colour Shadow or Appearance of any fuch
"Thing among the numerous Inftances of faving
Converfion recorded in Scripture, and one would
think that if they could be E)und in any of thefe,
we might find them in the Account which we
have of the Converfion efthe Multitude Aés 2.
of the Apoltle Paul Ats 9. and of the Jaylor
Atts 16, let us therefore take a particular View
of cither. of thefe. And |

Firft, As to the three Thoufand which were
converted, Aéfs 2. v, 37. wearetoldthat upon
hearing of Peter’s awakning Sermon, they were
pricked in their Heart and faid unto Perer and to
the reft of the Apofties, Men and Brethren what

[hall we do? where we may obferve that in one

/ﬂ

Breath, or fhort Sentence, they ina very lively
and Emphatical Manner exprefs their Conviction
or Soul affecting Perfwafion of their perifthing
State, their Hope of finding Mercy with, God
their Defire to know how Mercy might be ab-
tain’d, together with their full P'urRoie and Re-

el olution to comply with the Terins propofed in
| | _ ot T S AR P
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order to obtain the Mercy which they faw their
Need of; all this is plainly implyed in that ear-
neft Query, Men and Brethren what [hall wwe do?
and it is plain to every unprejudiced Perfon that
thefe Particulars were and muft be che Actings
of faving converting Grace, which none could
poiiibly exercife who are intirely in an uncon-
verted State . Where then is there any Rcom
for thefe legal preparatory Convictions wkich
have nothing of faving Grace in them ? Neither
did the infpired Apoftle judge it ncedful to keep
them induftrioufly under the Terrors which they
had conceived; but immediatly fets the Soul-
comforting Promifes of the Gofpel before them,
together with their Condition, which they alfo im-
mediatly complying with were filled with fpiri-
tual Gladnefs. Again

Secondly, If we view the Inftance of the A-
poftle Pauls Converfion, we will find it to run
exatly parallel with the Former, and that there
is not the lealt Shadow of thefe legal ungracious
preparatory Convitions to be obferved in the
Hiltory of that Matter, as its recorded in A
yth Chapter, or hinted at elfewhere. In Verfe 6,
of that Chapter we are toid that as foon as that
Apoftle was informed who fpake to him, he
trembling and aftonifhed, faid Lord whbar wilt
thou bsve me to do ¢ Which Words, as to their
Meaning and Scope run intircly parallel with the
former Inftance. Not only Conviction of Sin,
but alfo Hope of Mercy, an earncft Defire to be
inftruted of the Lords Will and his own Du-

ty together with a fincere Refolytion to obferve

R |



3 )

and obey the Dire&icfns3 a::d Commands which
he both defired and expulled to be given him ;
neither was he kept onc.\iinute in fufpence; but is
immediately directed by the Lord wrat to do
“rthe Prefent, and where he fhould receive
turther Inftructions: yea and as we learn from
Chapter 2.6. he is informed of the Lords gra-
cious Defignto imploy him as a Preacher of
that Gofpel which before, he had endeavoured
to deftroy: which intirely contutes the Allega-
tion of fuch as fay that he was kept under a
Law-Work - during the three fucceeding Days
of his faft, From all which, itis moft evident
that the Convictions which he underwent at his
Converfion, were nota mere preparatory to his
Converfion, but an eflential ingredient in it.

Thirdly, The Inftance of the Jaylor is fo
parallel to the two former that I think it in-
tirely needlefs to infift at large upon it.  Its alfo
worthy our Notice, that in that fecond Sermon
of Peters Aéts. 3d. the Apoftle is as  ample
and large in incouraging and inviting his hear-
ers to accept of Gofpel Grace, as he is in con-
vincing them of Sin; and that even before any
vifible difcovery otConviction ir.them ; which be-

fides many orher Inftarces and Precedents may

o

teach us, that as the Goipel fhould not go with-
out the Law, fo neither fhould the Law go
without the Gofpel, in preaching of it,

We have many Inftances of Com

ion where

‘ [} ~ [
there is no Notice taken of any down-calting

Conviclions at all, but rather the firit fenfible

T Ef@s
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Effe&s of converting Grace, were Faith, Love,
and Joy in the Holy Ghoft, as in Lydiaand the
Eunuch, and the Multitude at Cornelius’s Houfe
Acls. 10,

I may add, that when the Wefiminfier Af
fembly were fearching the Scriptures to gather
up all neceflary and ufeful Doltrines into a re-
gular Syltem they took no Notice of any fuch pre-
paratory Conviction : What comes neareltto this
of any Thing in their noole Pertormance, may
be found under the Title of the practical Ute
of faving Knowledge, but the very Title fhows,
that what they there fpeak of Conviclions, is to
be underftood of faving not of common Convic-
tions. In the Defcription of effetual Calling and
Repentance, Convictions are taken in as a
Part of Converfion, and not as only preparatory
to it. And

Further, that to aflert the Neceflity of thefe
preparatory Convitionsin order to Converfion,
is to buildWood, Hay or Stubble upon the Foun-
datid, may further appear from what we have
offered before, immediately after the Recitation
of the erronious Dottrines under th~ Head of
Obfcrvations and Inferences ; from which it doth
plainlllz appear that the Conviltions which are
neceflary to Converfion are in Trutha Part of
the Work ifelf. Or to fpeak more diftinétly,
nothing elfe butthat very Principle of Grace
implanted in-and by Converfion, putting forth
itfelf in the Exercife of Conviction or Perfwafion
of the Perfons matural finful and miferable State
. xcording
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according to the Wo(rd, the Heart and Confci-
ence bearing Witnefs thercunto. Ir further ap-
pears plain from what is above offered under
thefe_Lleads, that when Perfons are ar any Time
cqnx.@d B){L%xtm_g and incouraging Sermons,
there is 0 little Room or Occafion for thefe
legal Terrors or preparatory Convictions that
even the fanctified faving Convictions are lefs
difcernible than fome other Graces which more
directly fuit the Doctrin or ~Entertainment
wherewith the Perfon 1s entertained,

Ple fuppofe that a Sinner hath this Work
of Grace begun in his Heart in the begin-
ning and firflt part of a Sermon wkich he hears,
then {0 far as he is enabled by this principle of
{piritual Life, he will undoubtedly attend diligent-
ly to what he furtherhears, and will exercife fuch
Graces as the Doctrine which he 5 entertained
withal doth more particularly caii for; as for
Inftance, if the Doctrine adminifter Matter of
Conviction, then Conviction and Huniliation
will be his proper Exercife ; if theLovchod
in Jefus Chrift, or any thing relative t that
glorious Subject be his Entertainment, then Love,
Gratitude, Admiration, and Praife &c. will be
his proper Exercife ; if any particular Duty be
recommended, or Truth held forth and efta-
blifhed, then Refolution with refpect tothe Du-
ty, and Prayer for Grace to performit; or to
reccive and believe the Truth with Love amd
Efteem, will be his proper Exercife, and {0 I
may fay of all other religious Eintertainment \;gt'tll
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- which the new convertmay by divine Providence
be entertained immediately altera Work of Grace
is begun in"his Soul. |
It cannot be denied but that the inviting and
incouraging DoCtrines of the Gofpel, as well as
the Terrors of the Law, are appuinted to be
preached to Sinners in order totheir Converfion,
as is evident from the exprefs Command of Chrift,
his Example and the Example of the Apof
tles recorded in Scripture: For furely if ever
there was need for the Terrogof the Law to be
preached without the Comtforts of the Gofpei,
it was in the Time of our Saviour and his Apof
tles, who had an ignorant, carnal and fecure Ge-
neration of Sinners to preach to: Yet itsvery ob-
ferveable that ftill Gofpel Grace is one main &
principal Part of their Dotrine ; and the Ter~
rors of the Law are generally brought in, in a
fecondary Way, in order to inforce the Doc-
trines and Precepts of the Gofpel. Wehave it re-
corded in Lake 4. 16, 22. that our Lord preach
from Ifs, 61. 1. and we may with the greatcit
certainty be affured from Verfe 21, 22. that his
Sermon was moft encouraging ; and we have the
fame Reafon to believe that this Sermon was us
effeCtual for the Converfion of fome of his Hear-
ers, as any other Sermon that he preached. And
- {6 we may fay of the many Sermons preached
by the Apoftles l;y which Sinncrs were encoi-
raged to accept of offeredGrace, and which were
no doubt Effe€tual for the Converfion of many.
Now furely thefe Converts would not fail to ex-
D ercife
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ercife their Grace fuitably to the Dotrine they
were entcrtained withal, whether it afforded Mat-
ter of Convictien, or Hope, Joy or Sorrow. Yet
fhi: is would be remembred, as we obferved be-
fore, that no particular Grace is intirely alone in
its Exercife, but is always accompadied with o-
thers, tho' one may as it were lead the van,
and fo dofSenatls the Chriftians whole Exera
cife at forh a Time, as Abrabam’s Faith did
when he offered up his Son Jjase ; yet his Faith
i that Inftance was not alone. |

And accordingly to apply this to the Matter
in Hand, when a Perfon 1s converted by an awa-
kening Sermon, altho’ Conviction may be moft
difcernible, yet Faith, Love, Refolution, Defire;
Hope and Dependarice, will all accompany and
alt their Part, asin the above Inftances of Panl
and the Jaylor ; fo a(%ain when an incouraging
Gofpel Sermon is made cfle¢tual for Converfion
of any, altho’ Faith, Love, Hope, &c. may be
moft fenfibly in Exercife with the new Convert;
yet thefe are never without the company of true
Convition and Humiiiation for Sin, fo far as to
oblige the new Convert intirely to renounce all
Woerth and Merit in himfelf, to look on himfelf
as vile and bafe, and to prize and earneftlyDefire,
th:: pardoning Mecrcy and regenerating Grace of
Gud ; altho’ perhaps the Perfon being more 1n-
tently taken up in obferving the leading Gmce
at fuch a Time, may not fo diftinctly obferve his
own Convitions and Senfe of Sin; 23 is likely to
have been the Cale of the Ethioyian Eunuclh,




who believing in a chcifxrgcd JESUS preached by
Philip, was baptifed and wemt on his Way re-
joycing. No doubt ke bad fo  ich Conviltien
of his perithing State without a Saviour, as was

neceflary to make him prize and willingly imbrace
an offcred Saviour, who being at the very firft,
as it were, prefented to the View ofhis Faith did
prevent thofe Terrcrs which otherwife might
have accompanied his Convition. The like
may be obferved concerning Lydia, Cornelins's

Family and Relations with many others.

Now if it be fo, that Perfons may be convert-
ed and turfcd unto God, in whom the firfl fa-
ving Convi€tions 1ay not be £3 fenfible, or in -
{o high a Degree as fome other Graces, then
certainly this Work may be accompiithed with~
out thefe Soul-fhocking & terrifying Co :victions,
which are fo much pleaded for, as neceffury Pre-
paratives for converting Grace. |

I know not the leaft Shadow of a Foundation
in Scripture on which to build the Neceflity of
thefe Preparatory Convittions, excepting what
we have in Rom. 8. 15. where it is faid, For we
have not received the Spirit of Bondage again
to fear. Bur this Text, if duely confidered, will
afford no Argumentat all for the neceflity of thefe
preparatory Convittions; for firft, altho’ we
fhould grant that the Apoftle in thefe Words re-
fers to thefe Terrors and Convictions, which,
many of thefe believing Romans might have un-
dermone at their firft Converfion ; yet that will
not infer that thefe Convictions, or that bon-
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dageful Terrors had been common to them all ;
not yet that they were only preparatory to Con-
verfion, and made no Part of it.

Again it we confider that the Apoftle in this
Verfe, asin the preceeding Part of the Chap-
ter is comparing the then converted State of thefe
Romans with the State they were in before Con-
verfion in relpe&t of priviledge, it will ap-
pear that by the Spirit of Bondage, is not
to be underftood the Spirit of God exciting
legal Convictions in order to Cenverfion; but
rather that fervile bondageful Frame and Difpo-
firion which all unconverted Perfons are under
the Power of, viz. the reigning Power of Sin &
Satan, which cannot but give conftant juft
ground ot Fear and Terror, it the poor Sinner
could bur fee it, or lay it to Heart; hence fuch

are faid to have been all their Life-time fubjet
to Bondage through Fear of Death Heb. 2. 15,
which is reprefented to have been the Cafe and
State of the Redeemed themfélves before they were
delivered from it: So that this Text nothing
faveurs this Opinion, feeing that thofe who never
bad any fuch - Convictions are flill under this
Spirit of Bondage to fear, while unconverted;
that is they are poflefs’d with a fervile Difpofi~
tion of Mind, fuitable to their finful guilty State,
and are ftill lyable to the Fears and Terrors of
Gods Wrath, even from their natural Confcience,
without the Spirit of God, altho’ not always
aCtually under the Jmprefiions thereof ; And ac-

cordingly by the Spirit of Adoption we are to
e e underfland
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underftand that filial, free, ingenuous Difpofiti=
on of Mind, which, in fome Meafure, is the in-
feparable cogtcomitant of a regenerated and a-
dopted State, whereby the Child of God is en-
abled in fome Meafure, to claim and plead his
Relation to God as his Child, and fo cry Abba
Father, altho’ undoubtedly the Spirit of God s
the Author of this filial Spirit or Frame,

That this is no forcea Interpretation of this
Text may appear hrft, becaufeits perfectly agree-
able to the Apoftles Scope, which s to {hew
the grear privilege of Believers, that as theyare
the Children of God by Adoption; fo they are
furnifhed with a child-like Frame and Spirit,
whereby with a filial reverent Boldnefs they can
claim and plead their Relation to God as their
Father. 2adly its frequent in Scripture, to give
the Temper of Mind, goodor bad, this Title
or Denomination of Spirit, asin Luke 9. 55. Ye
know not what Manner of Spiritye are 1 Cor.
4. 21 yethat are Spiritual reftore fuch anm one in
the Spirit of Meekne[s of 1 Pet. 3. 4. 4 meeck ana
quset Spirit, with many other Places to the fame
Purpolc.

And tho’ we might readily grant that this
T'ext might be underftood of thefe legal Convic-

 tions, if there wcre any other plain Scriptures of
a parallel Meaning ; yet to build a Doctrine or
Tenet on one fingle Text which is obvioufly
capable of a different meaning, better agreeing
with the Scope of the context, and while fucl a
“Tzict is conuary to the current Teftimony of

D3 - other
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pther Scriptures, and( Analogy of Faith, is beth
unfair and dangerous.

I acknowledge thar there are notw few Writ-
ers, both Commentators and others, who imbrace
the above Interpretatior. of this Text which I
have endeavoured to confute; nor do I appre- |
hend the Danger to be great, when it is not car-
ried too great a Length, wiz. to eftablifh the
Necefiity of thefe preparatory Convictions in or-
der tc Converfion, whichthe Textwill never bear,
even tho’ we allow that they are meant and in-
tended in the Words ; becaufe tho’ there may
be fuch preparatory Convitions in fome, that
will not infer that they are needful in all, and
why may not the Text be underftood rather of
the firft faving Convictions of the Spirit which
are commonly accompanied with fome Degrees
of Fear and Terror, when the convested Soul
hath but weak and faine Apprehenfions of Mer-
cy ? altho’ ftill I prefer the above Interpretation
for the Reafons given. |

Having faid what I think is needful and fufh-
cient to prove that thefe ungracious, legal prepa-
ratory Convictions have no Foundation in Scrip-
ture, as to their Necefiity inorderto Converfion,
I will only add concerning this Doctrine that it is
of an evil and dangerous Tendency on a double
Account ; firft, in that where 1t is believed, it
cannot but hll the Hearts of many true, tho’
weak Believers, with many groundlefs Fears,
who have been brought home to Chrift in a
more foft and eafy Way, as thefe Daughters of

 Ferufalem
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Ferufalem, Cant. 6. 1. without thefe foul-fhock.
ing Terrors, cither before or at the Time of
their Converfion,and who have fufficient ground
upon the {tricteft Sezrch to concludeAffirmatively
of their own gracio.s State from the felr prefent
Excrcifes, and moft undenvable Fruits of true
fanllitying Grace ; as, undoubtedly there are
many, who by the Bleiling of God accomp-iying
Faithful and painful Endcavours of their (.odly
Parents, were brought hcme to Chrift in ti.cir
young and tender ¥Years, but can remember no-
thing of the firft Beginrings of Grace in their
own Hearts ; befides many others who huve been
drawn to Chrift in more advanced Years, gradu-
ally and by the Cords of Love, which gei:tie Me-
thods, not being accompanied with fuch thock-
ing Terrors are not fo diftinctly obferved nor re-

membered. _ |
Again, another more dangerous Confequence
of this Do&lrine is, that hereby poor Souls arc
in Danger of deceiving themfeives by trulling
to thefe legal Conviltions and Terrors, efpecially
when followed and fucceeded with any kind o
Hope and Comlort, tho’ upon falfe and unfcrip-
tural Grounds, while there s nothing of a Werk
of e Grace in their Heart; the poor felt de-
ceivingg:  Soul  hath been terrin d witn U
Fear; 7 Hul-Fire due to him for Siz; and le
hears that there is Merey for all that repenr of
Sin and truft in the Lord Jefus Chrift, ke takes
his Terrors and Convictions for true Repentuncs,
and his Trultin the Merey of God and the Mie-
D a4 ' . g
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rits of Chrift for true Faith; and yet all the
W hile he hath never truly learned to hate and
loath Sin nor to accept of a whole Chrift on the
feif-denying Terms of the Gofpel; but thinks
that his bare trufting in the Merits of Chrift is
all the Faith that’s required ; while yet he hath
never truly reccived him as his Prophet, Prieft,
and King, nor taken his Yoke upon him and his
Burden, and fo he thinks himfelf to be Something
while he is Nothing. |

Again 3dly, others may be difcouraged from
ch: rithing any goodMotions in themfelves, arifing
frorn theReprefentations of theLove and freeGrace
of God; and are tempted to defpife all preaching,
“bur what is made up of terrible Threatnings,
as no wife conducing to theirConverfion, ftill wait-
tag and thinking that the Way muft be prepared
bv th e legal Terrors; and fo are in danger of
loting the Benefit of other Doltrines and Enter-
tainmnents that are every Whit as fuitable for
that End.

1 proceed to examine the fecond Doltrine
or Tenet, viz. that all true Converts are
as fenfible of their converted State, of theGrace
of God in them, the Love of God unto them,
and of che Spirit of God working in them, as
they are or can be of the Truth of what they
perceive by their outward Senfes of feeing, feel-
- ing, hearing, &c. which certainly imports a ve-
xv groat degree of Aflurance, feeing our Senfes
afford us the greateft Affurance that we are ca-

o | - " pable
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pable of, in refpet (()f thefé) Things which fall
under them, and of which we judge by them.

One of our Brethren preached in my hearing
that the true Convert 1s as fenfible of thofe
Things as he would be of a Wound or a ftab,
or the blowing of the Wind; and in private
Converfation that fame Day aflerted, that the true
Believer or Convert 1s always thus afluredly
fenfible of thefe Things when ever Grace 1s in
exercife.

Before I fay any Thing in Refutation of this
Point, I will firftlay down a Conceflion or two
goncerning aflurance of a Perfons gracious

tate.

CONCESSION L

Firft, I acknowledge that Aflurance of Gods
Love is attainable inthis life, without immedi-
ate or extraordinary Revelation, by a divine
Blefling upon the ufe of ordinany Means, and
the ordinary afliftance of the Spirit of God
in the Ufe of them; and that thercfore its every
Chriftians Intereft and Duty to look diligently
after it 2 Per. 1. 10. Wherefore the rather

Brethren, gi-ve Diligence to make your Calling and
Election (ure. - |

CONCESSION 1L
Secondly, That if Chriftians were notin the
Fault themfelves, many more might antain to
this than actually do,
o . Thirdly
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Thirdly That thi(s attainment may be cloud-
ed and loft by Sin after it is actained, as it was
with David, P[. 51. where he prays for the Re-
ftoration of the Joy ofGods Salvation, which im-
plyes-that he had loft it, in a great Meafure,

But that all ard every true Believer is notaflu-
redly fenfible of their gracious State from the
Time of their firft Entrance into it, will evi-
dently appear from thefe following Confiderati-
ons.

Firft, its injoined as a Duty upon thofe who
had obtained the like precious Faith with the A-
poftles, to give Deligence to  make their Calling
and Eleclion fure2.Pet. 1. 10. which plainly and
cevidently implyes, that fuch as had obtained
- this precious Faith might yet notbe fenfible or
aflured rhat they had obtained ir, otherwife what
need could there be to give Diligence to make
it fure, if they were fure already ; the like Ex-
hortation we have in Heb. 6. 11. And we defire
that every one of you do jhew the (ame Delsgence, ta
the full affurance of hope unto the end. 1 need not
infilt upon an Argument that’s fo exceeding plain
and to the purpofe. And - -

Secondly, In 2. Cor. 13. §. Chriftians are
Commanded to Examine themfelves weether they
be in the Faith, knowing thar Ffefus Corift is in
them, except they be Reprabates ; which alfo moft
evidently implyes ,that they may be in the
Faith and yet nct know it, until by Examina-
tion they dilcover it. But if cvery truc Chrif
tian
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tian or Convert bca)?ready fenfible, or which
is all one, aflured of their being in the Faith,
what nced canthere be of felf~Examinarion ?
this being an Exercife that’s only needful in a
doubtful Matter. Yea if it be fothat every true
Convert is thus affuredly fenfible of jis gracious
State, this Duty will be Turned out of Doors
altogether as needlefs, both to the Regenerate
an. Unregenerate; the Regencrate need not
examine becaufe he is already aflured, and the
Unregenerate need not, becaufe he is or ought
to be aliured of his Unregenerate ftate; feeing
heis not aflured of his Converfion. And yet
this Work of fel ~Examination is ftrictly injoined
in Scripture, and generally recommended and
Treated of by Divines as not only aneceflary
Work, but alfe of great difhculty, and where-
in Perfons are in no fmall Danger of Miftak-
ing and going aftray on either Hand. Flence
alfo it is that the Scriptures afford us {o many
Marks whereby to examine our fcives: And
Divines, in Preaching and Woriting are at great
pains to fet thefe Marks in fuch a clear Light,
that Chriftians may be helped to difcern between
the true, genuine Marks and Characlters of true
Chriftians, and their Counterfeits, as they may
be found in formalift, Hypocrites, or prefump-
tuous Profefloss,

Thirdly, Eph. 1. 13. The belicving Epbefi-
ans are faid to be fealed in Chrilt by the Holy
Spirit of Promife after they believed ; by which

Seal is generally underftood the Belicvers Aflu-

TARCe-
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rance of his Intereft in the Love of God and

cternal Happinefs. Now this is exprefsly faid
to be granted them, not upon their firft belie-
ving, but afterward ; and the white Stome and
new Name Rev. 1. 17 by which may be under-
ftood the Aflurance of Gods Love, is promited
as a Reward to the Overcomer, which prefuppof-
eth a fighting for fome Time in our fpiritual
Warfare againft the Powers of Darknefs ; now
furcly a Perfon muft be converted and in a State
of Grace before he can fight thefe fpiritual Bat-
tles, and confequently, much more muft he be
in a State of Grace fome Time before he attain
to the Affurance thereof, fignifyed by the whize
Stone and new Name, which is promifed as a
R:ward of the Victory.

Fourthly, We have two notable Inftances of
Afaph P 77. and Feduthan P[. 87. who with-
out all controverfy were in a State of Grace,
when they complained of the Terrors of the
Lord upon their Hearts; whereby it plainly
appears, that they were not fully aflured of Gods
Love, and Heman Pf. 87 15. declares this to
have been his Condition from his very Youth;
and what fhall. we fay of the many Longings,
and Pantingg the Hungrings and Thriftings af-
ter Faith and Repentance and other fandtitying
Graces, in the poor Chriftian, who dare not fay
that he hath any of thefe Graces, but®rather is
ftrongly perfwaded of the Contrary ; and only
can fay that he longs for them; which yet he

could never do unlefs he were born again :
" ~ For
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For can one Hunger after Righteoufnefs, which
hath no fpiritual Lite? It is new Born-babes
who defire or can defire this fpiritual Food ; and
yet fuch are not affuredly fenfible of their {piri-
tual Life or Grace in themfelves. Nay how of-
ten is it that the poor difcouraged languithing
Believer, by the vilible Symptoms of his longinﬁ
for Chrift and his Grace, of his hatred again
Sin, his tendernefs of Confcience, asro Sin, and
Duty, through the ordinary Courfe of his Walk,
doth give as clear Proof of fanfifying Grace
as it is poflible tor one Perfon to give to another ;
and yet through weaknefs of Faith and ftrength .
of Unbelief, the Senfe of remaining Corruption, § ,
and, fesfshla- Wiles of Satan, is long kept in the )t
Dark, and is afilicted with manyDoubtsand Fears
about his fpiritual State.

I dare fay I may here appeal uato the
whole World of true Chriftians, and particular-
ly to fuch as have attained to more or lefs of the
great Attainment of Aflurance, whether they are
not now fenfible, that that very Grace, whereof
now they are affured, had me# a Being and Ex-
iftence in their Hearts fome confiderable Time,
and did exert it felf in holy AffeCtions, and in
a righteous and holy Life and Walk, tho’ with
manifold Weaknefs, and Imperfection before they
were fenfible or affured that it was trueGrace that
was thus working in them ; altho’ they ftill wifh-
ed and defired that it might prove to be fo.

I'm intormed that fome think it a fufficient Ar-
gument to prove this Point, to alledge that lfvery
erfon
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Perfon is certainly conftious of ali his own
‘Thoughts and Actings of his own Soul, and
therefore muft be fenfible of the Allings and
Exercifes of Grace when it works. But I think the
Fallacy of this Argument is cafily difcovered by
obferving that it is one Thing for me to be con-
{cious of fuch and fuch a Thought in my Heart,
& another Thing, to be fure that fuch a ‘Thought
1san Act or Exercife of Grace ; whereas perhaps 1
am in great Doubt whether it be the Acting ot a
naturalConfcience; natural Affetionroufed up by
fome lively Objelts; of whether it be a Suggef-
tion of Satan, who ofteninje€ts Thoughts into the
Mind, we know rot how, nor do we difcern
them to be his Suggeftions, yet we are fure that
we have fuch Thoughts. The twoDifciples going
to Emmans, when they met with Chrilt, were
confcious and fure that they faw and converfed
with fome Body; but knew not it was JESUS
until he opened theit Eyes; fo the weak Be-
liever is confcious of the weak and feeble Actings
of Faith, Love, Repentance &c. in his Mind,
while yet he is far from being afluredly fenfible
that thefe are the Actings of true Grace; this
Aflurance being, in an ordinary Way, only the
Refult of RefleCtion and Self-Examination of
Grace, when it is advanced to a confpicuous De-
gree 1 Fobn 2. 3. Hereby we know that we
kuow bim sf we keep bis Commandments.

The Truth is, if 1 difcern aright, our Senfe,
orfure perfuafion of our being in a State of Grace,
doth arife, not from the mere Being or faint Ex-

ercifes of Grace that are oiten fearcely difcerni-

ble 1




I B S . .
ble; but when Grace, by frequent and vigo-
rous Exerciles and lively Fruits advances to a con-
{icerable Degree, & proves effectual to the fenfible
Mortification and fubduing of the contrary Cor-
ruption, fo thut the Believer can by Refleftion,
evidently and clearly fee and difcern, that that
which looks like Grace in him, is really the Grace
which it appears to be, and is no Counterfeit ;
then, and not till then can he be afluredly fenfi-
ble of his gracious State. Now there are feveral
Things that hinder the Believer from arriving to
this affured Senfc of his gracious State while his
Graces avz weak, and the Fruits but fmall and
imperfect, fuch as firft, its not eafy in that Cafe
to dilcern between true Grace while weak and a
Counterfeit. Secondly it is not eafy to difcern
vetween reigning and captivating Sin. Nor
Thirdly, between the Refiftance that is made
againft Corruption or a Temptation, by the na-
tural Confcience or fome carnal and felfifh
Motive, and the Refiltance that’s made by weale
and often unfuccefsful Grace, which tho’ it may,
as it were, enter its Diflent, and yet be over-
powered, as in the Cafe of David, Peter and Paul,
{0 as that the Chriftian too often does what he
would not, and does not what he would. Fourth-
ly Weaknefs in Knowledge, Unacquaintednefs
with the Scriptures and want of Experience, may
weaken the Believers Hands, in a Work of felf-
Examination. Fifthly, an habitual defponding
and doubting Difpofition may much hinder the
Believers arriving 1o Affurance. Sixthly, Satacs

Induftry
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Induftry in throwing( in Suppofitions of Unbe-
lief. And finally the holy Spirit with-holding
that Afiiftance whereby he fhould be enabled to
d'fcern clearly the Things that are given him
of God, which he may and often does for vari-
ous gnod Endsand Reafons, as to prompt him to

row in Grace; to oblige hin to be the more
thankful for, and prize Affurance when he obtains
it ; and to make him more watchful againft every
Thing that might tend to rob him of it. Asl
have obferved 1n another Performance.

This Doltrine is alfo direétly contrary to
what is taught in our Confeflion of Faith and
larger Catechifm. In the Conteflion Chap. 18.
Article IT1. Thbis infallible Affurance doth not fo be-
long to the Effence of Faith, but that a true Be-
liever may wait lmg and confliél with, many
Difficulties before be be Partaker of §s. And,

Larger Cat. Queftion, Are all true Belseers
at all Times affured of their prefent veing in a
State of Grace, and that they [hall be faved 2
Aol Affurance of Grace and Salvation not’
being of the Effence of Faith, true Belsevers
wmay wait lomg before they obtain ity and after
the Enjoyment of it, may have it weakned and
Interrupted  thro’ mantfold Difiempers, Sins,
Temptations and Defertions.

Yia the very Nawre of the Thing under
Confiderations doth make the Falfhood of this
Doétrine evident, for Grace muft not only
have a being, but alfo be confpicuous. in it felf,

and the Believer muft be inabled to take a clear
-—  diftin®
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ditin& and evident view of it by Refk{tion,

before he be fenfible or aflured ot 1t; which is
not, nor can be the Cafe of the Believer while his
Graces are weak, languithingand  obfcure ; the
Babe in Chrift may a&t Faith, Love and Defire
toward Chirft, and yet not be able to reflect
with aflurance on his own Actings, and fee
them to be true Grace indeed, as the Babe
in Nature may Defirc and move towards the
Breaft, and yet not be capable by Refection
to know that he either Loves or Deiiwres the
the Breatft.

Asthis Docrine is falfe and Erreneous, as [
think I have abundantly Proven, fo it is of
a very dangerous and persicious Nature and
Tendency ; for it robs the weak Believer of all
that meature of Comfort that otherwife he might

| Injoy, and which might and natively doth a-
rife from the greater or fmaller Meafiires of a
rational probability of a Work of Grace be-
ing begun 1in him, which as yet he is uncer-
tain of,éhe is allo greatly difcouraged and
his Hands weakened in the Exercifc of
Grace in the pertormance of Duty, when, ac-
cording to this Tenet, he ought to Believe aflu-

-\ redly that he is yetvoid of ail Grace, becuule,
he 15 not aflured of his prefine gracious State;
yea it hath a tendency to drive him o Detpair,
and gives Unbeliet and Defpondenc, great ad-
vantage againft him : neither cun hie tricly thank
(rod for the Grace he s favoured with while
he is fully perlwaded that he harh noe,

| k
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And on the other Hand, it hath a pernie
cious Tendency to feed and incourage prefump-
tuous Hopes in many, who are utter ftrangers
to true converting Grace ; for what can be
more natural than to expect that a Perfon who
hath been under any degree of Conviction,
and Terror of Gods Wrath, and who hath been
relieved from thefe Terrors, by remembring or
being inftructed that God is ready to pardon
all thofe that do Repent and accept of Chrift,
and. who apprehending that there is Hope in
his Cale, and putting on Refolutions to forfake
thofe Sins, as lie moft heavy on his Confci-
ence; 1 fay, what is more natural than to expect
that fuch a Perfon, ta order to his own prefent
eafe will endeavour to conceive a ftrong Pers
{wafion ofthe Love of God tohim, and alfo
confiderable Degrees and Motions of fome
kind of Love, Gratitude and Joy towards God;
all which no doubt a Perfon may do who con-
tinues in the Gall of Bitternefs and Bond; of
Iniquity. Now I fay ifa Perfon f_‘m in the
Belief of this Tenet, and being confCious to
himfelf of fuch Exercifes, fhould conclude that
thefe Exercifes afford him aflured Senfe of his
gracious State; then fuch a Perfor would in all
probability fuperfede all after Seli~Examination
as being wholly needlefs, fecing he is already
aflured of his gracious State;and o become
Proof againft all warning of Danger, unlefs by
fonie powerful Turn and Work of the Spirit,
he be driven from his falfe Confidence. It’s true

) " thig
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this is in fome Mcafuse tgc Cafe of all whn build

their hopes on a falfe Foundation. But yet its
evident that the Belief of this Tenet is greatly
ftrengthening to the prefumptuous Hopes of
fuch a Perfon ; in it felf it mult be more cafy
to drive a Perfon out of a falfe Hope that is
but Weak, than out of a falfe Aflurance that
won’t admit of an Examination; while a Pcrfon
Believes that fuch Exercifés as thefe, how ftrong
and vehement foever, are no fufficient Ground
to build Aflurance upon, and that there i3
{till Ground of J.aloufies and Fears; untill
that feeming good beginning be more fully e«
videnced and Confirmed by its after Fruits, the
Perfon in that Cafc lyes more open to Convictis
on concerning the danger of his State. - notwith«
ftanding of thefe Convittions & Flallies of Joys
and Comfort which he conceived in hinfelf ;
I fay he lyes more open toConvi&tion thanif he
had conceived a falfe Aflurance agreeable to
BEw 'enet ; for accordingto it he could con-
cetve no‘f—lope or Perfwaﬁgon of his own good
Eftate lefs than Affurance.

As to the third Tenet viz. That all who ate
not thus afluredly fenfible of their own gracious
State are certainly inan unconverted State. It
15 fo near o kin to the former that I (hail fay
no more about it, but that it Includes the fame
Abfurdities and Draws the fame inconveniences
after it.

As to the Fourth, that a true Convert by a
whiles free Converfe with another Perfon will
know whether he be converted ot no. :
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Altho® I cannot affert th)at this Doltrine hath
been preached out of the Pulpit, yet as to the
Subftance of it, it is afferted by Multitudes
that are fallen in Love with thofe Novelties
that are fo much in Fafhonat this Time. And
the rath judging and condemning both Mini-
fters and People, as carnal unconverted Perfons,
and that not in general only but alo particular-
ly and by name, this being done both by fome
of our Minifters and alfo by their Admirers: |
fay this uncharitable Practice of rafh judging,
doth evidently and neceffarily prefuppofe a
Belief of the above Tenet, and Chaim €0 this
Spirit of difcerning; this I take to be evidently
contrary to the Laws of Charity and Scripture
Truth. o

Itstrue as to the openly wicked and pro-
fane, or whoever are known to allow themfelves |
in any known Works of Darknefs, without any
breach of Charity, we may belicve them to kg in
an unconverted State; for the Tree 1s kno®Weby
its Fruit: And on the other Hand fuch as are
eminently righteous and holy in their Lives,
do alfo give Ground witha maral cerrainty to
judge well of their State. But to judge, con-
cerning 2 Work of Grace in the heart ot ano-
ther 1 more than any Mortal can do. The
eicven Apottles after they had been above three
Years in hatrtual Converfation with  Fudas, yet
did not know his Hypocrify or wanr of Grace,
ror ¢id the Afﬂﬂ:les know Symen Magus, © Le
its the Gali of Bitternefs, until he betray’d it by
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his mercinary Propofal to buy the Gift of God
with Mony, nor did either the Apoftle Peter, ot
any other Believers then with him, know uma-
nias and Sappira’s Hypocrify until it was revealed
in a fupernatural Way. Its the Prerogative of
God alone to fearch the Heart, and its taken no-
tice of a sa property of Chrift’s Omnifciency, that
he knew what was in Megp, and therefore would
not truft himfelf to pretending Believers  Fobn.
2. 24, 2§. which plainly imply’s thar that was
more than mere Man could iuftly pretend to. But
Further an Hypocrite may catily perfonate a
Saint, and feign Storics of his own Exercifts, of
his own Conviction and Comfort which no Mor-
tal Man can difcover the Fallacy of. And ma-
ny a poor weak Believer, partly through Dith-
dence of his own State, and partly through
» weaknefs of Knowledge, and Utterance can fay
but lile this Way ; his Tender circumfpect
Walk being the chiet Evidence he can give in
his own Favour. It’s well known that whereNar-
ratWes about Perfons Converfion have been
made the Condition of Admiiiion to the Lords
Supper, there have been cgregious Hypocrifies
committed, whidthe Perfin to be admitted,
being contcious to nimfelt ot h's own Weaknefs,
harth applv’d to iome orher mare expert to
draw up in Writing fuch Formsof Declarations
or Narratives as  might anfwer the Fnd, viz.
procure Aimiwon to che dacrament. \Which I
here rake Notice of not with the Iralt Defign
o} Kehi.Clion, but only to fhew rhat an Hypoa
o By arite
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crite may perfonate a Sainr, in Words or Pro-
feflion, fo far that no Mortal can difcover the
Cheat, until by fome unexpeéted Turn it hap-
pen to be cxpofrd; which as to many never
comes to pafs in this Lite, as appears in the Pa-
rables of the Tares and Virgins: For in all
Things that we can’difcover in each other, the
Hypocrite may outd3? and overgo many true
weak Chriftians. — ° ~ T
- Agreeably to thisTenet, ’m told, that fome are
exceeding forward in judging and condemning
others as to their fpiritual State, when they have
not the leaft Grouna to do fo from either Igno-
rance, Error, or Irregular Pralices, yea that
fome Minifters have gone fO tar with fome of
their Brethren and that not' only in ambiguous
Generals, but by Name and to their Face, both
publickly and privately; which I think is rafhly
judging with a Witnefs, contrary to Mar. 7. 1.
Rom. 14. 3.~ B

This ‘uncharitable Conceit hath an evident
and vifibie Tendency to encourage Prefumption ;
while " Self-deceivers and  Self-Hatterers are apt
to think well of themfelves, becaufe others, whom
they efteem knowing and ’dift:eming ‘Perfons
think well of them ; and alfo to caft down and
difcourage others who ought to be comforted,
when they find themfelves fentenced "and con-
demned as gracelefs, ' by thofe whom they think
more penetrating than themfelves, and who yet
in Reality have no Foundation to build fuch

2 Sentence upon, feeing the Perfon whom they

—_




(63)
thus boldly and prefumptuoufly condemn, may

have the Root of the Matter in them. Fob’s
Friends were feverely rebuk’d for this rafh Judg-
ing; fo may our modern ralh  Judges aflu-
redly expeét to be. I pray God, that they
may fee the-Evil thereof and repent ere it be tog
late. -

I proceed to the._ﬁM,Tenetor Point of Wl
Doctrine before noted viz. that the great and

principal Mark and Criterion by which to judge

of our felves, or to form a Judgment ot Chari-

ty as to others, is not a Godly and righteous

Walk and Converfation, but rather thefe inward

Exercifes which we feel in our felves or that o-

thers can declare that they felt when they were

converted. - |

- Agreeably to this Tenet, I have becn aflu-

redly informed, that a certain Brother aflerted in

his Sermon, that it is a bloudy, murdering, bar-

barous Charity to judge well of a Perfon’s

State by his good Converfation, or to that Pur-

ofe. |

d The Erroneoufnefs of this Tenet may ina
great Meafure appear from what I have alrea~
dy faid concerning preparatory Convictions.
Such as have been converted in their tender
Years by the Means of a Godly Education, and

fuch who in more adult Years, have been drawn
to Chrift by the Cords of Love gradually, can
have but very little to fay on that Head; and
yet, upon ftriét Selt-Examination, are obliged to
acknowledge that they feel fuch gracious Excr-

~ Eg ' Cifes
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cifes of Taith, Love to God and his Laws and
Ways, fuch fixed hatred againlt Sin in all its
Branches and Forms, fuch fincere and habitu-
al Endeavours to mortify Corruptions &c. as it is
impoilible for them to do without true fanctify-
ing Grace, furcly fuch bave Ground to conclude
well of their own State; fo may others charitably
judge of them, altho’ they can tell no Narrative
of the Time and Place or Manner of their Con-
verfion, or of the Sermon by which this Work
was wrought. Surely fuch bave a far better
Foundation to ftand upon, than fuch who can
tell long Narratives as above, but whofe Con-
verfation bears not a fuitable Correfpondence
thereunto. .

The fele fenfible Exescifes of true Grace, to-
gether with the congenial Fruits of Holinefs and
Mortification in our Lives, are cert_inly what the
\Word of God recommends to us, as the only
Mark to be depended upon, and whereby to
judge of our {+ “rual State. Hereby we know that
we know bim if we keep bis Commandments 1
Tohn 2. 3. Rom. 6 13. If ye through the Spirit
o mortify the Deeds of the Body, ye fhail live, And
e fdf;d_cn}ing Leflon in Mat. § towards the
tad of the Chuprer, viz. To love our Enemies,
{o a0 Geed for Eusl, To blefs them that curfe
Hs, to forgive Inpurics, topether with muany more
Seripiures Marks whereby we muft examine and

oo ourfeives.  Now furely, when we exanine
car felves by thefe Marks, we need not go back,
nor icarch our Memories as to what we have it
Cal the bame o ear Convealiony but we are to

v iy
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try whether we can t(ruly a?xd furely find and dif-
cern them in our {cives at the prefent, or if ever
we have felt them fooner or later, and if we are
ftill refolved to practife and exercife them as of-
ten asin Providence there is Occafion ; it {0, we
may be fure of our gracious State, altho’ we re-
member little or nothing of the Time or Man-
ner of our being brought into it,

1 queftion not but that fome, yea many have
been, and many are daily brcught home to
to Chrift, in a remarkable Manner, 10 as they
may be able to date their Converfion from fuch
a Time, and afcribe it to fuch a Mcan; I own
alto that fuch Perfons may and ought to reflect
on thefe Things, for their own Comfort and E-
dification, as Occafion may require; no. do 1
deny that the Rememberance of ones Converlion,
who can thus diftinétly call it to mind, may be
fo far an Evidence, as to feed his Hope and Per-
fwalion that he is converted, until it be confirm-
ed and further evidenced by congenial Fruits
in his after Lite ; and that when the Belicver is
inabled to exercife Grace, and practife Hoiindls
fuitable to thefe firlt remarkabie Excrcifes in bis
Converfion; 1 fay, I do not deny thar thide
Things beingall joined together, aind cleariy born
Witnefs unto in the Believers Conicience, muy
affurd him a clear Evidence of 2 good or gracivus
Stute : Yet fhll fo, as that, altho® the hift be
wanting, the bitual Feclings of daiiy  Excrcife
of &Grace in the Hearr and put forth unto {uitabie
Fruits in° Converfation, will {hiii wthicently @vi-
denee a gracivus State; otherwiic, U quettion it

v.uy
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any of the Apoftles, except Paxlhad a full Afly-
rance, or clear Evidence of their Converfion ;
Forits probable that moft of them were con-
verted before they were called to be Dilciples ;
fure Natbanic/ at leaft was; for he is pronounced
an Ifraelite indeed in whom there is no Guile.

I will clofe what I have to fay on this Head,
when I have propofed a Querry; fuppofe two
Perfons, one whofe Converf{ion had been fo re-
markable, that he can remember and relate ir,
but being overtaken, by fome grievous Temp-
tation hath backflidden, as did David and Sol-
mon ; fuppofe another Perfon, who altha® he
can remember nothing of the Time and Circum-
ftances of his Converfion, yet is confcious to
himfelf of his zealous diligent Endeavour to glo-
rify God, by the afliduous Exercife of every
Grace, and the Performance of every known
Duty : Now which of thefe two Perfons hath
the fureft and cleareft Mark or Evidence ot his
Converfion ? \Whether the Backflidden Chriftian
whofe Conver{ion was remarkable ; or the thri-
ving Chriftian, who remembers nothing of his
firlt Converfion ? [ dare fay every ones Confci-
ence will anfwer in favour of the latter,

I will only add, that if the Remembrance
of our Converfion be our only or cleareft Evi-
dence for it,then I cannot fee how a Perfon
can lofe his Aflurance while his Memory cah
retain the Story : And if o, let flm but record it
in Writing, andthen if his Affurance fail, its
only necdful to have recourfe to his Journal,
and all Things will be clear again; but, Itrow

‘ . neither
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neither the Experience of the Saints, nor the
Intpired Word &ll countenance any fuch Con-

i

ceits ; altho’ fuc ?’ords may be our Helpf;&
and Means to revive the Memory and Affeéti-
ons too; but without inward Revivings, and
reiterated Actings of Grrace, in the Heart, the bare
Hiftorical Remembrance of thefe Things will
fgo but fhurt Way; our certain Pofleflion and

elt Exercifc o. Grace, and not our Hittorical
Remembrance how we got ir, is certainly
our beft Evidence : If we can fay with the Biind-
Man whereas 1 was once Blind now I fee;
whereas 1 was once a Child of Wrath, under the
reigning Power, as well as Guilt of Sin ; now I
&m made free from Sin and become a  Servamt of
Righteoufnefs, and bring forth Fruit umto Holi-
nefs : This will do more to aflure the Chriftian
of his gracious State, than all Remembrance
of former Exercifus, whether by way of Con-
viction or Comfort, without it.

- I think I'need not be at much Pains in fhewing
that this Tenet or Doctrine which we have been
confuting hath the fame evil Tendency with all
the former, viz. to few Pillows under the
Arm-Holes ot fome, and incourage them to
carnal Security, by prefuming on their legal
ConviCtions, together with their fucceeding
flafhes of Comfort and Joy, without any real
fanétifying change in the Heart ; and on the o-
ther hand to make fad the Hearts of many,
whom the Lord would not have made fad ;
while they do anxioufly feek for that in thesl®
felves which is not at all neceflary for Con‘xfer-
g ' 100
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{ion, viz. the Regnembﬁance of remarkable
Convictions and Comtorts at the Time of their
Converfion ; this work having been wrought in
them gradually and undifcernibly. .(E :4)(

[ now proceed to examine the <t Tenet
which is alfo induftrioufly propagated, and as
greedily drunk in by Multtudes ; viz. they
make a Diftinétion between the ourward and
inward Call of a Perfon to the Miniltry, and
accordingly, aflert that tho’ a Perfon be regular-
ly, after dgiT ryal and Examination, ordain’d
to that Office, according 1o the divine Inftitution;
yet if he be not converted, or have not true

Grace, orthe inward call of the Spirir, (as they

love to fpeak) that fuch a Perfon hath not the
call of Gud, but only the call of Man o that

Ofhce.
Betore I lay open the abfurdity of this Doc-

‘trine, [ will fift luy down a Conceiflon or two

reiating to it.

Firft, I acknowledge that true Grace in the
Perion called is abfolutely necc{lary to e faith-
ful and accoprable diicharge of the Weark, and
fo it s as o aull other Ofnices and Dutics
Whatloever. '

Sccondiv, I acknowledge chat there is 2 clear
and plain Diltintion between the outward Cail
of the Word, and the Inward Cail of the Spuir,
to Grace and Salvation ; this Dutinction i« clear=
ly tounded upon the Word 5 many are calied

‘@3terially by the Waord wiw are never calied
(re@Bceriaiy by ihe Spiric,ur Convered.  Bit

That
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ThatI may a littl(e exgpo)(é the Falfenefs and
Error of this Dotrine, it fhould be conﬁder}ed.
Ficlt,, that the Call of God to the Muniltry
of the ..Gofpei::%éx of nccEﬁity im’{ily m the gl
very Notion of it, an authoritive Act of God
whereby he requircth, commandeth and authorif-
eth the Perfon whome he calleth to enter upon !
and execute the Otfice of a Minifter. |
Secondly, That God is truly and properly
faid to do, whatever is done by Virtue of any
Order, Command, or Inttitution of his; fothe
Minifters of the Church of Ephefus, who were
ordained by the Apoftie Paul are faid to be made ‘
overfeers of that Church by the Holy Ghoit _
Aéts. 20. 28. and confequently
Thirdly, when a Perfon is orderly fet apart
to this Work according to the Order and In-
fticution of Chrift by the Miniftry of his Ser-
vants, who are invefted with authority for that
Purpofe ; 1fay that Perfon, whatever his per-
fonal Qualificarions be as to fan&ifying Grace,
15 truly, and according tothe fcripiural Way of
fpeaking, called of God to that Work ; asin
the above Inftanceot Af#s 20. 28. Hence
Fourthly, We muft dittinguith between
an immediate and a mediate Call of God ; both
the Apoftle Paul and the Elders of the Church
of Epbefus were, truly snd properly and ac-
cording to Scripture Language called of God,
the one immediately, but the others mediately
by the Miniftry of the Apoftic.

- ‘o
From
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From all which its as clear as the Sun at
Noon-Day, that every Porfon, whether hebe
truly gracious, or an hidden difembiing Hy=-
pocrite, who is fet apart to the Work of the
Miniltry, according to Carifts Infticution in
his Word, is called of G>d to that Ofice ; as
Demas and thofe grievous Wolves fpoken of
Aéts, 20. 29, 30.and confequently this Doc-
trine and the unfcriptural DitinCtion on which
it is founded, falls flat to the Ground.

Again, Secondly, another Argum:nt againft
this DolCtrine may be drawa from the Nature
of the Work to which a Perfon is called viz. tae

reDuties of this OFice which are. Frernal and

M have the Perfons and People to whom fuch a

i
!

Perfon is fent for their Oopedt, whereas the Call
of God to Grice and Salvation refpelteth a
Perfons felf, and therefore there is nced of an
inward Call by the Spirit powerfully inclining
and determining the will, yea the whole Man to
a Complyance ; from whence I infer, that fee-
ing the Work and Adminiftrations of the Othce
are External and wholly relate to other-; the
Call tothe Ofice muft be External alfo, and
accordingly the Call of Aeron and his Pofterity
to the Othce of the Priefthood was External
and included Nadab and Abibu, Hopbni and Phi~
neas and all other wicked Priefts of that Race,
as well as Aaron, Eleaz.er and there Godly Pofteri-
ty. Yea the extraordinary Othcers fuch as the
Prophetsand Apoftles were Externally Called
tho’ in an cxtraordinary Manaer, their inward

Zracious
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gracious Qnaliﬁcatio(ns, gave them no Wara
rant nor Authority to execute the Offices
they were refpectively called unto, until God
did declare his will that they fhould beimployed
therein in the Manner that he in his infinite
Wifdom thought it.  Again

Thirdly, The Call of God to the Miniftry
is and muft be of fuch a Natwure as may be evi-
dent and apparent unto fuch as are obliged to
receive and fubmit to the Perfons Miniftry ; but
the inward Call or what thofc BrethrenAﬂe, name b
the Call of God, is not vifible nor ,evident and
therefore cannot Warrant any M fobmic to
their Miniftry;butthe External Call,*according
to the Inlticution is vifible and Exident & Authori-
feth the Minifter to ofhciate, and the People to
receive and fubmit to their Miniftry tho’ the
Perfons be gracelefs ; and accordingly our Lord
commands to receive the Word at the Hands or
Mouthsof gracelefs Scribesand Pharifees.

Again, Fourthly another Argument againft
this DoCrine is this, thatit makes the Call of
God to theOfhce of this Miniftry and the Qua-
lifications requifite in the Perfons called one and
the fame Thing, contrary to common Senfe
and the Scope and Temor of all the Directions
that are given in the Word for the choice of
Men to the Miniftry. In the Epiftles to T5mo-
thy and Tstus the Apoftle direCls thele Evange-
lifts what fort of Men they fhould call, ordain,
and fet aparr to that Work, which plainly im-
ply’s that their Call to the Work; is fom;t({xfg

ifti
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ditin& from the Qualifications df the Perfons to
be called and pofterior to them ¢ That they muft
frft examine their Qualifications and afterwards
call themto the Oihce, having tound them to be
already qualificd for it. |

Fifthly, It thefe inward gracious Qualificati-
ons conftitute the Call of God to the Miniftry,
then all who have them are called to the Mini-
ftry, which is evidentiyabfurd. And yet this is
what Mr. Gslbert Tennent exprelly maintains in
his Sermon againft unconverted Miniflers, Page
7. &c. |

I could here multiply Arguments but I think
thefe which I have offered are fufhcient to e-
vince the abfurdity of this Doctrine.

And I think it a very great and unaccounta-
ble Prefumption to fay that Perfons who are
called and fet apart to the Miniltry according to
Chrifts Inftitution, are only called of Men, in
Oppofition to fomething which they name the
Call of God, but without all Foundation in
Scripture : Altho, as I have faid betore, true
Grace is neceflary for the acceptable Difcharge
of the Duties called unto; this unfcriptural Way
of fpeaking doth contaia in it a blafpheming of
Chrifts Inftitution, by giving it a diminitive
Title, and thereby robbingit of the honour and |
regard that’s due unto it, and fo expofing it to
contempt and-the Minds of unthinking People.
It implyes in it alfo a plain homologating with
Quakers who defpife the Inftitution of the Word,
and propefe to deperd only on the Inward 'Cal;

ot
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of the Spirit in Oppoi(itiorgx toa Scriptural Call ot
rc gular Ordination.

| intreat hy Readers that they may not mif~
underftand me as if I would plead for an un-
fanctiryed Miniftry ; God forbid that fuch a pro-
fane 1mpious T’hought fhould cver be harbour-
ed in my Brealt, much more that 1 fhould
be fo wicked as to maintain it by Arguments.
Undoubredly its the indifpenfible Duty of every
otie thut would afpire to this facred Ofhce,
to pray and labour in the greateft earneft, for
true fanClifying Grace and all other neceflary
Quuifications, t» fit him for the Work, and to
propule fingle Ends and Views to himfelf in un-
dertaking it.  And it isno lefs the Duty of thofe,
whofe Partit s to cali& ordain Men to that Work
to take all poffible care to inzuirc into the {aving
Grace, as well as other Qualifications in the Per-
fons to be Ordained ; and the negie® of either
isa heinous Sin, and of adread'ul Tendency,
no doubt a gracelefs Minittry is an awtul Plague
and Scourge to any People.  But if 42 Pro-
vidence think bt to perniit fuch a Thing to come
to pafs, that a Perfon wh» 15 4 cunning, cover-
ed, diffembling  Hypocrite, and 10 d=ciives his
Judges, and all who are concerned with him &
fois in a regular Way, according to the Word
admitted into the Miniltry; I fay its evident trom
the above Arguments, and many more that
might be advanced, thar even fuch a Pcrfon is
called of God to that Work, and in purtuance
to that Call, its his Duty to Qificiate, and his

F o1
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Sinis not in obeying that Call, but in his
Want and Negleét of that Grace that fhould
fit him forit, and determine him to be faith-
ful in it. And if at any Time, after fuch a
Perfons Entrance into th@® Miniftry, he fhould
be awakened to fee his own wickednefs; his Du-
ty in that Cafe would be, not to relinquifh his
Miniftry; (which yct he ought to do, if the a-
bove Doltrine were true ;) but to apply him-
felf to all Gofpel Methods, in order to the A-
mendment of his own State for the Vows of
God, with refpect to this Office and Duty of
it, are ftill upon him.

T he Truth of the Matter in (hortis this; whate-
ver givesa Perfon Authority & lays an Obligation
upon him in the fightof God and Man to Preach
the Gofpel, is the Call of God to that Work;
bt it’s only the external Call according to the
Word that can do this. And if any pretend to
any other Czil from God, we would require a
Proof of it from him, or clfc be obliged to re-
3e&t both him and his Call, and count him a
Thief and a Robber. An Hypocrite, as is faid,
regularly Culled hath Authority from God, and
is obliged in Confcience to preach the Golpel.
His want of Grace renders him uncapable to do
it acceptably as to himfclt in the Sight of
God; Yet having Gifts he may do it fuccefs-
fully as to others by a Divine Blefling” which is
not tyed to the Grace of the Speaker ; and there-
fore Paul rejoiced that Chrift was Preached,

tho’ out of Envy Phil. 1, 18.
Now
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Now the Miichiesous aZxd evil tendency of
this Way of fpeaking is very Great; for firft
it is to reproach the divine Inftitution with the
diminitive Title of Mans Call, and facrilegi-
oufly to rob it of its true Defignation, and give
it to that which isno Call ar all (yea I'may fav)
this preceeds from nothing elfe but a whimfical
enthufiaftical Notion of a giddy Fancy,
& berders clofe upon Quakerifem. To what Purs

ofe did the Spirit of God in his Word give
f{ules to try Candidates in Order to Ordination,
if we are toexpectan immediate Call from God
by his Spirit tothis Work? or fhall and muft we
accept of a Perfon pretending to this inward Cull,
as one Called of God without 2 due courfe of
Tryals? no fure ; yea the Quakers them-
felves, as I’'m informed will not allow every pre~
tender to the Spirit or inward Call to Exercife
among them.

Secondly, Another evil that’s in this whimfical
conceit is, that it too often and too effc&ually
Tempts Perfons, who have imbib’d it, to bufy
themielves in a {inful Jealoufie and inquiry con-
cerning the Preachers Grace or Converfion, and
to form a Judgment upon very uncertain
Grounds, and then to entertain what they hear,
and judge of ir, notfo much as it agrees or dif-
agreces with the Word, as according o the
Opinion which they have conceived of the
Preachers gracious State, and {0 they becom~
guilty of Rafh judging, to the Marring of
gheir own Edification.  Of this [ have known

Fa lome
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fome Inftances on Occafion of controverfics be-
tween Minifters and their Peopie ; for cerzainly
we fhould receive every Thing that®s asrecable
to the Y\ord, notasthe Word or Man bur us
the Word ot God, tho’ Spoken by never fo
great an Hypocrite.

The Seventh and laft of the above recited
Doctrines, and which is Advanced and Propu-
gated with a Greatdea: of Induftry viz. tiut ws
unconverted Minilter, who according to th. toic-
going Tener, hath only the Cail ot Men, cun-
not in an Ordinary Way be a Muan of Con-
verfion to others by his Preaching. Mr. Gilo.it
Temnent in his Sermon about unconvorted Nii-
nifters fays, that for ought be knows, as mary
Infiances of Comverfion by Satams Temiprations
way be given, as of Converfion by uncomverced
Minifters, and that it's a kind of Chance-medly.

Such Doclrine, as it is a native Coniequence,
{o it is a very {uitable Companion of the former,
& fonear ofkinto itthat Inced not fay agreat deal
toconfute it ;it’s plainly to fufpend the fuccefs ot a
divine Inftitution upon the Grace of the Minil-
terycontrary to 1 Cor. 3. 7.0 then Neither is be
that Planteth any Thing, nor he that rwatereth but
God that giveth the increafe. \When the A-
poltle in his Epiftle to the Heo. Chap. 4. 2. is
giving the Reafon why the Word Preacied did
not profit the Lraelitzs >f old, he tells us the
Realon viz. Toe Word was not mixed with Faith
inthem that Heard it ; nothing of this is af~

cribed to the graceleflnefs of the Preachers. And
m
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in 2. The[. 10. 11 we are told that becaufs
"People wouid not receive tha fove of the Truth,
thercfore God would give them up to ftrong
Delufions ; no doubt the Church had many
gracelef Minifters in it then as wellas now;
yet the great Caufe of the want of Succefs,
and what brought the threatned judgment upon
them, was in themfelves. |
If this Doftrine were true we could not Jvewe frcar
any Miniﬂ%gin Faith, unlefs we were fure of
his Convcﬁlon; and what poor judges are the
reater part of Congregations in this Matter,
when moft are ftrangers to Converfion them-
felves, and many cthers are doubtful of their
own State. Befides that its impotlible to know
this further than bya Judgment of Diﬁ:rb(f“ﬂ:
and Charity, built upon a Mans good Charac-
ter, Pious Profeilion, and Grave, Religious, out-
ward Behaviour ; all which may be under 2
cloke of Hypocrify, or a formal Profetfion.
Further, if this Da€trine were true, we fhould
have reafon to doubt of the reality of any Good,
or Edificat’on that ever we got, or apprchonded
we got, by any Minifters preaching as often as
we fce caufe to fufpet his Grace or Sincerity ;
for how can we believe the B-neht to be real,
while we fulpect the Sincerity ot the Iaftrument,
and in the Mean-Time bclieve that a gracclefs
Minifter cannot be a Mean of real Good to cur
Souls ? For by the by, an unconverted Mini-
fler muft be as unfir to edify as to convers;
yhich in efle&t Mr. Gitbers Tennent owns in his
tore-cited
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fore-cited Sermon ; bur the Truth is, as the Sa-
craments, fo the Word, ismade effc&ual to Sal-
vation, not by any Virtue in its fClf, or in him ‘
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that doth Adminifter it, but only by the Bletting
of Chrift and the Working of his Spirit in them
that by Faith reccive it
- The Miniftcrs are only the moral Caufes of
Grace and Converfion, while they obje&ively
reprefent to our Minds, or reafonaple Faculties,
thofe Things which concern our Duty or Inte-
reft, according to the revealed Word ; and un-
doubtedly a Gracelefs Hypocrite, of great
gifts may make this objetive Reprefentation to
greater Advantage to om Minds, than a gra-
cious Minifter of meaner Gifts, and 10 in that
refpeCt has a greater apritude, as a moral
Initrument to be a Mean of Converfion ; the
reafon is, the Minifter is only the moral In-
ftrument, and the efficacy dependas upon the
Supernatural Work of the Spirit bearing home
his own Word with Power upon the Hearts of
the Hearers.
We would need alfoto Diftinguith between
a Covered, or as Mr. Tennent is pleafed to Exprefs
it, a plaftered Hypocrite wheje CharaCter and
Efteem is Good and Unfufpeéted, and a Minil-
ter who by his Doltrine or Behaviour has forfi- |
ted his Charaéter and Efcem with his Hearers ;
and if a gracious Minilter, cither by his own
Fall, or by callumniating Tongues, be robb’d
of his good Name, hc’s as unlikely to be an In-
ftrument
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- ftrument of good as the other, with refpelt to

fuch ashave conceivcd bad Impreflionsof him.
Thus, as I apprehend, I have fufficiently ex-
pofed the faifneis of thefe Points of Doltrine as
alfo their pernicious Tendency. And if we add
to them the Pradtice and Conduét of fome ofour
Brethren, their fingular Induftry to excite legal
ungracious Convictions in their Hecarers, and
that by Expreflions borrowed from the profaneft
forts of Mankind, rather than Scripture ; their
induftrious Preachirg without their own Bounds,
or rather within the Bounds of their Neighbour-
ing Brethren ; their induftrious endeavours to
poflefs People wherever they come, that few
or none, befides themfclves, are converted and
faithtul; as if none but they were fincerely aim-
ing ar the good of Souls; and if we notice fur-
ther that all their admirers almoft without Ex-
ception do conceive fuch Siniftrious, uncharita-
ble, yea contemptible Apprehenfions of all o-
ther Minifters but them ; as if we were all but
a Company of Gracelefs, Mercenary, Unconver-
ted Wretcnes ; Jazy, daubingPharifee Preachers,
dumb Dogs, with many more reproachful E-
pithets which are very Liberally caft upon us
by fome of thefc Brethren, and their Admirers ;
See Mr. Tenent’s Sermon about unconverted Mi-
nifters throughout; if we alfo conuder how they
Prallically catt off all Presoyterial Order, and
as 1t were fay that neither Confeflion, Catechi-

fims, nor DireGory are any more to be re-
garded.
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I fay when we (,gnﬁdez thefe Things, what
Mattet of Sorrow and Lamentation - may it af-
ford to every ferious confidering Petfon, who
hath the Profperity of Zion at his Heart? to
think that a Work of Grace fhould be fo effec-
tually Marred and Hindred, by poflefling Peo-
ples Minds, with prejudices againft their Mi-
nifters without Caufe ; and that under a2 Pre-
tence of advancing the very Work which they
are d=ftroying. |

May the Great and Gracious God, the Great
King of his Church look down in Mercy upon
us, and pity thefe Evils; May he fhew and
convince us of the Sins for which he is thus
contending with us, May he givcus true Repens
tance for them, and fo pardon them, heal thefe
Divifions and Confufions, and reftore unto this |
poor infant Church a Spirit of Light, of Love
and of afound Mind. ‘
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