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O V E R T U R E
[ft . Prcfentcd to the ¢""‘2"j- JAE’.

7*‘; REVEREND SYNoD_
E’ o F

Dzflentiizg IWINISTER S,

’ Sitting in Pbzzmzezp/gig, in the Month of
_ Septemoez, 1728.

. And is now under the Confidetation of the'-
Several iMembers of the faid Synod, in Order
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to come to a Determination concerning it at
next Meeting. ,

Together with a P REF A CE, or an Epifilc
containing fame further Realbns to fircngth-‘
en the Overture, and an Anfwct to form:
Objeftions againfl it.

,~' By 4 Mcinbcr of the [aid SY NOD. ‘

.2 .) ___

Jude 1. 3. Beloved, when I gum-_ all Diligence to
‘ write unto you, oftbe common Saliivatzon, if was

rzeedful for me to write unto you, and exbort you
that ye [hould earncffly contend for fig’: 54,15, which
was once dclitiefd unto the Saints.
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Printed for_ tho Author, _x729g‘
/.



READER
ALtho’ the Overture be placed lafl in

. the Book, yet I would advife thee
to read it firfi, becaufe the Preface fup-
pofeth it, and therefore cannot be fully
undcrflood, until the Overture be firfi gone
over.
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Candid R EAD E R,

Fter I came to a Refolution with my felt‘
as to the Publication of the following

Overture, by putting it in Print, I found my
{elf alfo obliged to endeavour to lead it forth,
into publick View, under the Covert and Pro-
tection of an apologetical Epifile or Preface,
lefl: otherwife both the Overture it Ielf, and
likewife its Publication lhould be milconfirued
and unduly cenlured-, for fir[’t, it being only._
as yet an Overture, which is come no iurther
Length but_ only to be now fo under the Con-
fideration of our Synod, as not yet: to have
any attual Conclufion or Determination pafled’
by our Synod upon it; the Publication or fuel)
a Matter, ‘being yet as it were, but in Concep-g
tion, and lyable to Abortion, rnight appear im-g
pertinent it‘ itappeared naked and alone, with-.
out fomething to make an Apology for it. And.

21y, I judged it neecltul hereby to endeavour
the removing and preventing offome Objeitions,
Scruples and Milconftruétions, érc. that other-
wile the Overture it lelf, in Manulcript__or Print,
might be lyablc unto 5 the Intent thereof (m'z..

i iubfcribing Confefiions) being :1 new Thing, as
to the Pra£’cice-»bf it, in.thefe.«Parts of the
World, (except amonga few) and the apparent

' or real Novelty of any Thing‘ that is of luck
Iacred as wellas publick Concern, (1 aeknowe

i lfidse), 219513 sits iua around. £9 :55 59 1uf9=€‘~‘
A 2 391%!
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or implicitly E0 imbrace or approve it, until full
the Reaions upon which,it is grounded, be ex-

_8.II1ll]€L1. ..

1\ow before I fay any thing in Vindication of
the Overture it ielr, r'u:'ther than what is con-
tained in it, I think it proper here to offer fome
_Rea1ons for my thus putting, it in Print, which
are briefly tliele;

_ 1ft, 1 think it is of no imall Concern to our
Inteiefi in thefe Parts of the World, what Elfett

' ‘i ‘the Overture will take, 'z1iz.. whether it fliallbe
by our _.>‘ynot1 rejeéted, or pulled into an A&.-,
as I believe every one will acknowledge, both
fuch as will appear agaiiifl: it, and thofe who
‘will appear for it. And therefore it is needful
that alltliat are con_cer_ned, gr have any lnterclf
in the Effetts of it, ihonld have an Opportunity
pt forming a judgment in themlclvcs '_concern~
ring it, and Qt declaring their Nlind, as they fee

mined eoncerning it.
zdly, Altho’ perhaps Multitudes of private

Profelibrs may not concern themlelves miich a-

bont it-, yet Ilconceiveour Flocks or Heaters?
they angi their Polterity are no lefs, yea _1had
_almqfi (aid, more eoncerned in the lfliie that it
jhall have in th_e Synod, than the 'MinifcerS
themf_elves_p_er1onall y confideted -, and therefore

_ _ I thought it highly realonablc, that our Floclts
" V pr C9ngF€£§ti9§;S, Mgo hayc 10 great Interefi lln

1...

what is-,or appears 1\;ovel, as not precipitantly~ _

’jLil’y(3aL11_e, before‘ any Thing be finally deter- ‘
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r _ all our m:nrfl:er1.a1Atts, and efpecially in fuch
a publick an Affair as this; which, whatever
Way it goes, muf’t of l\_‘cce1fity aifeét our whole
Church, ihould have an Opportunity of confi-'
dering and judging of it, and that not barely
by the Imperfect Relation of others, where-
in there is lo much- Danger of an unfair" Re-
prelentarion of the I\/latter, ‘according as the
Relator atfetts or dilaffeéts; but truly, and
candidly, according to its genuine and primitive
Defign-, which End lhope this Publication will
anfwcr. - , i

gdly, According to our Confcitution (if we
may be properly and truly laid to have a fixed
Confcitution) as to Church Government, our
Congregations by their Delegates, viz. our
ruling Elders, mufl judge and vote in Cllls mo-
mentous Affair; and therefore it’s all the Rea-
fon in the World, that they all ihould have an
Opportunity of confideringand Pondering the
Matter before hand; for we all know that
where there isa Plurality ofruling Elders, it’s per-
haps not known which of them ihall be appointed
to attend the synod, until within a Month before
it meets, and lure it’s as unrealonable that anE.ldet‘
who is to judge and vote, ihould ail an implicit

‘Faith upon his own Miniflers, or any other
MiniPcer’s Reprefentation, or judgment of the
Matter, as It _is, t:ha.t one Minifier fliould ail:
an implicit Farch upon another’s: Now it’s not
3:0 he expected that every one can procure a,

‘ ‘C ‘ true
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true Manufcript of this Overture for their feti-
ous Peruial and Confidezaiiong and therefore,
to fupply this Defect, I judged. it neceffary to

publiin it.
4.$bl)', [may add, that it’s not to be expected

that this Affair in the Management or it, by
our Synod, can pofiibly be kept lo’-among our
ielves, but that our neighbouring Churches,
of diifering Principles, will at leafl: hear the
Rumor of it, it being a Matter of inch publick
Concern, and is to be carried on publickly in
open Synod; now lconceive, that, go which
Vi/ay it will, it's more eligible that our Neigh-
bours have a true and genuine than a talfe
or unfair Reprelentation or the Matter-, and I
expect, that this Publication will do much to

i A anlwer this End alio.
gtbly, I may add a fifth Reafon, for the Pub-

‘ lication of this Overture -, '2/iz.. The Practice of
another Church, which 1 not only regard and
reverence, but alfo own my iclt to be of the‘
beed and Oifspring of it in Matters of Religion :

1 mean the Church of Scotland‘, which, when
about to receive the VVe[lmin{ir:r Confeffion, (yr.
before the GeneralA1Tembly would proceed to re-
ceive the {aid Conieilion, or determine any Thing
concerning it ; they ordered, that printed Copies
thereof fhould be fent and fpread throughout
the Kingdom, that all Ranks might have the
Benefit of perufing the fame: New Iconceive, A

this is: a Ysry .P‘1££¥\31¢l Cafe; keing 99! Synod
batti-
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' E 7 3
hath (I may fay) the very fame Thing in Sub-
Itance, under their Confideration.

l\'ow altho’ I be of Opinion, that the" Rea.-
fons given in the»Overture, are, or might be fuf-
ficient to jufltify the Defign of it, not-only
with all my Brethren of the Miniflry; but
allo, with every intelligent unprejudiced Perfon,
(at lcafl) ofour Principles and Communion-, yet
lthink it not amifs to add lomething to the
fame Purpole here.

Let us then confider our prefent Condition as
we are a Church. As it is obferved in the Over-
ture, we are an intire Church of our felves, fo
as not to be a Part of any particular Church in
the World, with which we are joyned as a.

Part. Now every Collection of People which
are united together unto a Politick Body, whe-
ther Ecclefiaitical or Civil, mull: have fomc
Bond of Union, by which the leveral Parts are
joyned together, to make or confiituce them

. one intire ‘Whole; as Kingdoms and Common-
wealths are joyned, linked together by the fame
Government, Laws and Privileges, (3%. Churches
by the lame Faith, Worfnip and Government:
Now, until we fulfil the Intent or the follow-
ing Overture, I am at a Lolé where to find any
fufficient External Bond of Union, by which
we are united, and by Virtue of which we
may be properly denominated -one Church, as

_ particular Churches are lb denominated, either
in Scripture or in the common ‘Way of lpeaking ;

at
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feeing that we, as a Church, have never yet
fo much as agreed, either about our Principles

r, of Faith, Worlhip, or Form of Government.
ii If it be faid fruit, ‘Ilia: we all own the Weltmin-

iter Confe/fion. . I anther, Firfl, perhaps that is’

Gratis difium (i. e.) laid without Proof 5 but zdly,
it’s turtlier anfwer d in the Overture, to which
1 refer the Reader. l

; 3‘ zdly‘, If it-be laid, That we all take the Strips
ll ture for our Rule, and [0 are United thereby. ‘I

> anfwer, we are thereby no more‘united toge-
l ther as one particular Church, than to all other

Cbrifliarz Churches in the World -, for they all
own the Scriptures for their Rule. zally, lanlwer,

‘ it’s true the scripture or Written VVord of God, is
the only Rule and infallible Foundation of our
Faith and Practice; but whether is it the bare
Letter, or the Letter together with its true

:~’and proper Senle and Meaning, intended by the
Holy Ghoit,» which is this Rule? Surely the

, latter. Now how is it pofiible for us to know 1

concerning one another, or others to know con--’
\ cerning us, in what ‘senfe we take or under.
. fiand the Scriptures, or-believe them as a Church,
‘ unlefs we joyn together to declare in what

Senle we underftand them; which I cannot fee
how it can be poffibly done, but by agreeing
upon a common Conteflion of our Faith, in
iome Form or other. -

sally, If it be objected further, That we ham
no Account of any Canfe/fions of Faith in Scripture-, v _

bcfide the scripture it felf, andjetm Iuwgarg Ac-’
count of many particular Cburcbgga ‘ u '-
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I anfwer, It was not then fo necefl'ary,becaul"e
there were then ‘infallible Guides alive, q;iz,.
the Apofiles, by whofe Mea'ns, Herefies, Errors,-

-_ and Differences of judgment were in a_ great‘
5 Mealure either prevented or cured, fo that geo-
'1 nerally all Proteflbrs of the Cbri/Han Rel~Tg—ior‘1'

1 were of one judgment and one Faith, at treat:
as to Fundamentals-, it’s not 1'0 now. ‘

zdly, I anfwer, altho’ it’s poflible there ‘might’
be Confeifions or Faith, or Greens even then be-
firres the Scriptrire, yet I fee not how it's pol}
fible that they could be recorded in_.)'crip‘.ure ;
for if we once fuppofc fuch C'onlefii3'ns to be re- .

corded in Scripture withApprobation,that would
ip/'ofa&o confcitutc them a Part of scripture. ‘

gdly, But yecl think we have a plain l-lint‘
in scripture or fomething very like a Creed or
Confefiion in Chap. 5 and 6 orthe Ep file to the

rHebrew:, where in Chap. 5. 71. 12., me A,-.(’ce
,- blames thele Hebrews, for their lgnorance ox" tiia

A firfi Principle: of the Oracle: of God -, and C11-zp..6. J.
‘ 1. he ipeaks or pafiing on, trom, or leaving chef:
iir{’c Principles, {everal of which he lIl€l'|C‘l!.i’!5

« by their Titles-, which feems to_ me to figniry,
‘that then Chriftians ‘had Svflems or Tudlq

mental Principles of Faith, collected out of
the Word, and reduced into Order mr facili-
tating the Learner’sL.abour 5 for mere are lame
Principles fpoken of as prior, and others fol: ‘

lowing in Order, which is not found any where:
'n Scripture that 1_ knot! of-, nor lo-mum 49
3 inted, excepting in tlgis Place only; aziagget
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this Context. fl;1Pp0.1t€§,.h- tnefe Prmciples to be

known to be in that Order of Priority and Pofie.
riority; and whether. thefe Principles, Articles, I

or Creed: were then ordinarily, or at all com. :

snitted unto Writing, it matters not-, it is e. ;

nough to. our pre1ent,P-urpofe if it. be aCkl'lDWv :

ledgedv that he lpeaks of fame collected rudi- ;

mental Principles, which their young or more '

ignorant E‘totefl'ors were put to learn, and ac-
quaint themielves with them, before they ad-_

vaneed to the more difficult or ihyfierious Do-
ctrine ot the Chriftian Faith, which are al-
ledged to name after the fiormer-,.both which
were to them what our Confefiions are to us.

3d! , If it be alledged, ‘float in are fufiicicntly
Hm’!-‘ad mgr regular conjunt}: Exercife 0f cxterfldl

flfflfiwflfig . I

Anfw. 1.; I apprehend, that an: Union by
pubhck Profeflion of the Fame Do&rine, is mor
ma—teri_al’, than to be united in Government.

2d-Ir. The one doth neither exclude, nor‘
fupply the room of the other. v _ _

sdlfi, Arenot profefs‘d Deifis, Socmxans, Ar.-
— miniana, Free-thinkers, and profane Libertines‘

united with the Orthodox, under the fame}
F0I'1I_1l°t external Church-Government? What
a pItI5V01’Union is this‘.

495?)’. Even our Union by this fecms-very?
de;etIive and llender, facing it‘s only the aétua
'E'2'u':l‘c‘x1e thereof that binds us. We have neve

3"‘ E3€4F'§ Raw! .01’; ltlclieially an(l'f9rm8“Y 35 r

Qlaurc -e t

,- A’-,
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Church, declared to one another, or to the
World, that we believe our Confiitiation or
Form of Government, as we exercife it, to be
agreeable to the Word ofGod, in all or any of
the principal Branches or it-, altho’ virtually,
and by our Practice, we may be faid to have
acknowledged it fo to be. But how unfafe are
we while it it fo ?, For an Era/liar: ii: Principle,/.
who denies that any particular Form ofGhurch~.‘.
Govemment,is of divine lnflitution,alledges, Tbdi’
Chri/I bdtb left as at Liberty to eboofe what Form of
Government we tbinlz mq/I agreeable -, I fay an Bram’-
an may freely join with us in the actual Exeréifé
of Presbyterian Church Government, and not be
guilty of counter-acting his own Principles. In
Brief, while we are as we are, viz}. without any .

Form of Doctrine, Worlhip, or Government
publickly and unanimoufly received among us,
by a judicial Act of our own, we are liable’ 4

to be corrupted in all the Three,’ being without ’

a fulficiem: Senfe or Bar to keep out of the
Minifi:ry,"fuch as are unlound in their Principleg.

I will here further propofe aijidzmfwer two
Objections which I conceive to be the Chief, at
Ieart, of what 1 have known to $8 made againn;
the Intent of this Overture, ‘viz. the fiibfcri-A

M hing the Weflminfler Confeflion.
_ Obj. 1. To propo e .or purfue this Overture, is
in Danger to breed ants and Dim/ions in our {mail

/

V Infant-Church; and certainly all Diwif':ons and Cauc-

' ft! of _.12i?Ifi°LI£ 1'?! Lb! 5”?” WK’?! *0 be avoided,
A 2- V "” 6.;buy...‘
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I! being of mo}? pernicious arraadangerous Confequcnce,
comavy to C'»m"/Iran C+'mriry, and mojl obflrmfhm ta
fpmtual Edzfication,

To this, 1anI'vver,l~ir/1, It [could be perfwaded,
that this Overture, or any Thing in it, had. a

\'Native Tendency to divide us, 1 would be as

much againft it, as now! am for it: But on

the contrary-, I apprehend itiin it felt to be a

Very proper, Preventive and Antidote again-ll:
Divifion, being a fuitable Mean to bring a Ciiurch
to be of one Mind, and one judgment-, and
if it ihould in the Event, have other Effects,
it is only by Accident, 55 Chrift and his Gof-
yel have been the Occaf1on_ot all the Divifi-
ens that have been in the"Chr-iftian World

- about Religion-, for in this relpect, he come:
" not :0 fcgnd Peace, but :2 Sword upon Earth, tho’

’ he he juftly Titled the Prince of1’ence, and his
Gajpel, the Gofpel of Peace. \

Secondly, I acknowledge Peace and Unity to

Truth and a good Comcierice; but when they

and‘ a good Confcience is infinitely prefe-
-rable to any Peace or Unity that can be had
without it; And therefore,

thus to declaremxnto the ,Wor.ld, and unto one
gmothef, the Principles of their Faith, m. its

1 not the Fear or Danger of pivifion that fliould
l " "me: 395; ll}: E95 ‘ ’ T i e

l ‘ (’9§4?'fl?.—

to be lweet and beautiiul, when joined with;

cannot be enjoy’d together, 1 am f'ure’°1’ru:hN

‘lbirdly, Ifit be a Church’slDuty, asi a Church,
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Fomltbly, Thofé who will decline or refr,;_f'e~to
joyn in cllepublick and judicial Acknowledg-
mcnc of loch a Doclrine, Worlhip ancLGo\r_ern-
mcnt, as are agreeable to -the Vvord of God,
and will divide upon that Score, mufl: be the l

only Cuipuble Caufes of the Drvifion,‘ and
not they who are willing to make luck a Pro--
felliwr). Ir there be any who can inltance any
P'¢ilC‘lCLll’a‘.'S En the Weflmirzfler Confcfiion, 0'5.‘ that.
are unlound, no doubt they will be heard, and
it tl.ey can make good their Objcilions againflt
it, they will be allowed of; but grant that
mere mould be lome Claufes or Paragraphs,
that upon Exaxnlnation flmould be found, or

}u«1geLl either unlound or unfafc; lfec not why
chcle llwuld be 21 jufi: Rcafon to refufe fubfcri.
bin; to what is acknowledged to be Orthodox,
uniefs we could either procure or compofc one
Ll'l:>.E is lelé cxceptionable. “ ‘

OE/jail. 2d, Another Objeétion, made again& I

fubl::'ibing the Confefiion, fcrikes in gencral(a-
gallllll all fubfcribing of any Thing of that
Kind-, the Force thereof (that I may give it all
the Advantage that I can) maybe conceived go
run tlm.<', For :1 Synod to obligé their Members
to j’;l:;.j’c2-ibe the Confejfion, is an’ jmpofing upon
/71:21: (.">rrfci671ces, ‘Things that are of ‘(humane
am,’ not of divine Autbarity; which 1': Tyranny
and 1’cr/’2‘cution, for which ‘we jujll} blame the
Church of Rome; W19 tbm /bauld we, or how can
we bejflu/tificd, vbile zreprc guilt}: of M 535; of’:-gb;

‘ amt?
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iellion, (Tc. be according to the Word of God,
‘ T(asI will venture to fay it is, until the Contrary

be made appear) It 15 our Duty to lmpole or y

i / [I M II —

‘ {mm Nature .? How can a Perfon zvarrantably [ub-
fcribc ’any "lining (is containing the Articles of tlacir
Faith, but the Word of God, without being guilty ‘of
idolizing or too much cxalting of Men: Work: or

9 lwl/ords? However fpecious this Objetlcion may
feem to be at the firfl; Glance, to fuch as have
not duly confidered it; yet ldare lay it will
plainly appear to be not only falaeious and fo-
phiftical, but in part noufenfical and trifling, if '

the following Anfwers be duly confidered.
Anfw. V

bers to receive, embrace, acknowledge, lub-
fcribe, or prattife any thing that is not founded
upon the Word of God, is indeed Tyranny and
Perfecution; but to impofe what Cbrifl in and
by his Word hath already impaled, is their in-

‘-;(.1’penfiblc Duty; and therefore if the Con-

require the Acknowledgement of it, or what is
contained therein, in other Words.

If it be urged, Tloat the Confejfion is a humane
Compofure, and therefore, tbo’ found, yet not of divine
Authoyiy, and therefore ought not to be impofcd.

I anlwer, the Matter 15 of divine Authority, '

being contained in the Word of God, and the
Words, tho’ compofed by fallible Men, being
agreeable to the divine Matter, tho’ falling
ihort of that Perfeétion that the Scripture juflzly
claims. 22% 9S 323:: £92 stiréne A1»

lP‘.°:

For a Church to oblige their Mem- l



probation -, and fo far as they are agreeable to
the infallible Word, are themfelvesinlallible, as '

to» the Truth contained in them, tho’ as hath."
been acknowledged, they fall ihort of l'criptu-
ml Pertection, as to manner of Expreflion; for

; whatloever is agreeable to an infallible Rule, in lo
‘ far is it felf infallible, '

And further, if Perfons would but confider
the Nature ‘of a Confeffion, truly and properly —

fo called, they might fee that the very intrin-i
’ flck Nature of the Thing requires that it ihould.

be expreffed in our own, th o’impcrfe£l: Words,
(viz..~ Words that are our own by Acknowledg-
ment and Afliimptiop, tho’ we did not compolc
them, as a Perion who can neither write nor
indite makes the Words, compofed by his A

Clerk or Scribe, his own, by fetting his Name
or Mark to them, tho’ he compoled none of
them) This will appear evident, if we confide:
Firjl, that when we exhibit, acknowledge, or
fubfcribe a Confelfion of our Faith; we;there-
by acknowledge fuck a Conleffion to be out
Ail and Deed, via. our Contellion of our
Faith, or our own Declaration of our Sentia
merits, and Belief in Matters of Religion; and
therefore, both Words and Senfe mufl: berouz
own, at leafl; by Affumption ;. whereas the
Scripture, as fuch, is God’s» Aft and Deed, win}
his Declaration of his Mind to us, and there:
by prefcribing a Rule for our Faith and P1364
ti_c¢ 5 and—therelnre the S¢ri2ts15¢ 3% Mb. wr-
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not polfibly be the Confeffijon of our Faith, in V

a-true and proper Senle. Our Comelfion isa
.Manil‘el’tation of our Thoughts; butthe Scrip-
ture is the Declaration of Gocl’s Thoughts‘, our

Faith and Knowledge is but dark and imper-
feét, and therefore our Confelfion may be lo
too; but the Scripture is every way per-

; feet, beingadivine intalible Declaration of his
= Thoughts who is Perfection it felt. The Scrip- '

; cure is the divine Rule, but our Faith and Con-
fellion too is the Thing ruled-, from all which

i it may appear, that ic’s but a trifling sophil’cica-
i gtion, to alledge that Ctbrzjlians lhould own or

iublcribe the Scriptures, and nothing ell}: as
eheir Confeffion of Faith, which they neither

e or can be in a proper Senfe. The Scriptures
i as fuch, are the Objett of our Faith, that is,

they‘ contain the Tvruth which we believe; and
conlequently prior to our Faith in order of Na-
ture; but our Contefiion is a Declaration, a

ananifefiative Sign of our afts of F-aith'or Be-
lieving, and therefore pofcerior in the Orgier both
of Nature and Time to our Faith it felt: I

X may add to what hath been laid, all the Prece-
dents in Scripture, where Perfons are brought j

V in as giving a Confeflion as Peter, the Eunucb, (3%. i

whofe Confeflion was not ol’fer’d in Scripture-
”. ._\)Vords,.‘bu4: in Words agreeable to their own _

‘ Sentiments, altho’ thefe Words now being re-

'corded in Scripture, are now become a Part if it 3

:~ ,ct=.?as_' originally fpoken by the Penfona whofc
. -. W‘ Ejords
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Words they were-, they were not Scripture, but
the Expkflion of their Faith 'ab0ut _ thefe
Things revealed in the Scripture‘. It is‘ true,
it’s not unfuitable to make ufe of Scripmre-
Texts and Phrafes in our Confeflions; but then
as they are there ufed, they are not formally:
Scripture whereby God fpeaks to us‘, but :1 Con-

‘ fefiion whereby we fpeak to one another; for
5we bringing in a Text of Scripture into our
Confeflion, it becomes ('0 far an Exprelfion of
our Thoughts; and it may be poffible, yea I
know not but it too often falls out, that when
Pei-fons fo me a Text, they may take it in a
Senle different from what is is originally irié
tended to fignify by the Holy Gholt; now
Scripture, as it is scripture, that is dévine Re-"
velationg takes in not only scripture Words and
Phrafes, but alfo true Scripture Meaning as
polren by God, 1/in. dictated by his Holy;
pint. _

Q Again further, to the fame Purpofe, a Con.’
ijeflion of Faith is a Declaration or the Sexife
and Meaning in which we underfiand the Scrip‘-‘
turcs -, but we can never declare in what Senfe
we underfiand them, by either repeating or ac.

And therefore, from the very Nature of 3 Con;
felfion, of a fingle Perfon, or Church, it 11mu1a

' ‘e ex-prcffed in Words that we acknowledge for; .

ur own, and make them ours be

nowledging the bare Words of the Scriptures; ‘
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L Words of the Scripture, at leak in Bart; and

if ‘any Scripture Text be made we or and
brought into our Confeffions, they muff be fa

conneéted with ionte preceeding and luccee-ding
Words of our own, that the same, in wh-ion
we underftand fueh a Text, may be plain and
obvious to the Heaters, otherwife. it is no genn. .

ine Confeflion, but rather a Dilfimulation of.
our Faith.

Again our Cohfeffions of Faith mufl: be hu-V
mane, that is, our own, becaufe one Defign ol-
Confeffions is, that thereby we may make known-
the"Soundne1§ of our Principles, which we
cannot‘ do poifibly by owning or acknowledging
the Scripture; feeinsg, there have been and (till
a_re fo many grofs Errors and Herefies in the

.Church, all pretended to be according to- Scrip.
tur_e.

And how nonfenfical (asl may ray) is it
for (‘any to make this Evafion, that they at

willing to fublcribe the Scriptures; the Spirit
of God (fo to fpeak with reverence) hath al-
ready fufficiently fubforibed them by the many
Marks and Characters of the Author’s
inPtarnp’d upon them -, and therefore for us to
talk of fubfcri-bing them in any other wi£e than
thereby to teflzify that we believe them to be
divine, is lthink (to fay no worfe). to cafl:
great Affront upon the Scrirntures and the
Author too : For to fubferibe an Inft-rument '

own. it W. Y.!‘i'=in3 as 99.3 Ni; am! med. '

7. I - 3
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which Senfe we are to underfiahd the fubfcri.
Sq hing Conteflions -, and in thissenfe it would be
,g molt blalphemou-s Prefumption to pretend to
4; fubfcribe the Scriptures; and for fuch to fay,
,4 that they only intend or mean that they are

.1- . willing" to lublcribe the Scriptures as a Witnefs,
)f -viz. by writing to beau‘:-“\N'itnefs that they ac—

knowledge, the Scriptures too be the Word of
u- God -, in {'0 laying they only trifle. For I-‘irfl, if
3f, they acknowledge fueh or fuch a Confeflion to
,1‘. be found and orthodox, they can have no
,,_. Shadow of a Sample to fubleribe it in that Senle,
.5 that is, by fublcribing to declare, that they
4; believe fuch a~Confefilon to be found according
K to the Word of God. But however, the A61:
9, of fubfcribing a Confeflion doth neceflézrily pre-

fuppole, that the Subleriber believes the Con-
jg tents of lizch a Confefiion to be true; yet the
r true and proper Meaning, and Defign of the

Att it Ielr, is thereby to affume or (if I may fo
exprefs it) adopt fuch a Confeflion to be our
own All and Deed, (i. 2.) our Confeflion of our
Faith, as if at the Beginning of the Cbflffife
fion, or at the Beginning of every Article we
had written, the Word Credo, I believe, and
our Name at the End of all is to fignify who

i or what Perfonthis (1) is, who lays he believes
f0 and lo. Now, altho’ every Cbriflian will
readily acknowledge, that he bgligygs the Scrip.

__ sures to be true, to be the-Word of God, (ye.

W whe sic; ézsamtcof vfubfcsihins the Scrig;
‘ ' " 3 ’ _;_.
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tures as their Act and Deed, or a Declaration
of their Acts of Faith or Believing, altho‘ in.
deed, as is before noted, they contain the Object
Of.‘ our Faith, -viz. the Truths believed, and
that not as believed by us,,but as revealed by

God-, whereas our Conteffions, tho’ they con:
tain the lame Truth, yet they exprefs them,
not immediately as revealed by God to us, but
as underfl:ood,'received and believed -by us.

In the lat’: Place, how can a Church, or a

Synod be truly {aid to be guilty of impofing
‘upon Mens Conlciences or Faith, by obliging
themlelves to any Thing of this Kind, feeing
it is their own voluntary Act, and refers only

3 to themfelves, It it be laid, It is an lmpofitiou
with Refpcg} to thefc 11/Icmbm that are unwilling to

fub/tribe, I anfvver, lcc none fubfcribe but tliole
who are willing, yea. think it their Duty fo to

_: ._ i do, until finch Times as they be convinced,
" \_‘ that it is their Duty : If they do otl1erwil'e,~.

* l”m afraid they will do amifs. If it be fiill;
Urged, 7hat the Impofitinn remains; becqufe if there‘
be any who are now Members that are unwilling to

[M13/tribe; [uch will be obliged either to fubfcribe, or

to fepqrate. To this I could iay feveral Things,
.35 Fir/3, according to our recorded and common
W3)’ Of fpeaking, it is hard to fay, whether
Subfcribers or Nomfublcribers would be obliged
I6 feparate; lfuppole the Minority in the Vote
‘Will feparate, (it it comes to that) "but. whether
that ‘will fall to the Lot of Subfgzribers or Non
,f_v.l3£s¥!bers. may Yet. by ai<3u.¢£ii9§:' §.e..

.:*‘.'
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Secondly, I cannot fee but , in the Main, the
Hardihip or the Impofition, if it mufi: be
termed 10, will be equal on both fides, for it’
one Party think it an lmpofition to be required
to l'ubl'cribe as a Term, or Condition oi our
continuing united as formerly, the other Party,
upon as good Grounds, may efleem it an lmpo-
fition to be obliged to continue in the Neglell:
or what in Conlcience they conceive to be (as
the Gale now flands) a neceffary Duty incum-
bent upon them, as a Church, and Vvatchmen
or the Church, in a Way of neceffary Pro-
vifion againfi; imminent Danger ; for it’s in my.
judgment utterly impracticable for thofe of .'
xubfcribing Principles to take the Meainres
which thele Principles oblige them unto, in
Order to their Defence againfi the Dangers of
incroaching Error, and at the fame Time, to
drop this Overture, by way or Compliance
with thofe of non-lubfcribing Principles.

Tbirdly, Tho’ I would not take upon me. to
anticipate the Synod’s Wifdom in this Particu-
lar, praying and defiring to hope, that the
Prince of Peace, who in an efpecial Manner de-
ferves this Title with Refpett to his Church,
notwithfianding all the Divifions which fall
out in A&-, 1 fay defiring to hope, that the
Prince of Peace will fo order Matters, and fo
incline and difpofe our Minds, that againil: next
Meeting, we may all tunanixnoufly. concur in

Meafures
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Meafures that make for Peace Unity among
us, as faras our Light and a good Conlcicnce
will allow. But fuppole the very Worft, viz.
that this Overture ihould in the Event prove
fuch :1 Bone or Contention among us, as to ef-

‘fctl: even a Separation, either by Iynodical Aét V

or by voluntary Abfenting of any Party; may
we not hope? ought we not to pray? yea,
and endeavour in out Practice and Behaviour
towards one another, to maintaima Chriftian

,3-._ brotherly A-tfection, and conlequently 21 neigh-
A "’ hourly Chi-ifiian, charitable Communion, in

all Things wherein our Principles and Con-
icicnccs will allow of it? If we could attain

I to this, we might ever in Cafe or a Separation,
” Wrope for a re-uniting in due Time, if not of
.+ll, yet of the gwcatcr Part, upon the Accefs

of greater Light, and clearer. Convictions and
Apprchenfions about this controverted Point.

Lines, together with my honefi and peaceablc En-.
deavours by them, as alto our whole synod
and Church, to the Conduct, Influence and
Direction of the Good Spirit of God, praying
that our Great'Lord may pour out fuch a,

_Spirit both of Light and Love upon us all,
that when we meet, we may be cloler cemented

But I will infifi no further, but commend theft: J

in the Unity and Harmony of judgment, as
well as Bond of Affection and Chriftia-n Chari-
zy, than ever heretofore in have been-, a-ltho’
{we have Reafon to lie thankful (and l_ <_1cfire11_ny

’ i ' ' 9!;
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felt to be lb) for the great: Degree of Unani-
mityiana Concord, that by G0d’S‘B1¢mnS We
have hitherto enjoy’d-, fo prays an unworthy‘
Labourer in Chrifl’s Vineyamd.

P. S. I thought it needful here by way of
Pofilcript, to add a lhort Word to prevent a
Mifiake which 1 fufpect the Reader’ might 0-
therwife tall into, with refpect to this Over-‘
turc, and the Argument brought to lupporc it,
'm'z.. lome may be ready to colleél: from my
ltrenuous Arguing for fubfcribing the Wcfbm'u-

A/ler Con.l'c-Ilion, as if I thought of that Per.-
.*or1n:1nc.e above what is wet, or as if Ithoughc
it {imply impolfible to equal it by another Per-
lormance or the lame Kind, or as if I were
to biggoted to it by a kind of Nationality (or
what lhall I call it) that for the Country’s
lake it ihould be preferred before all others.

Now I take this Occafion to declare, that fo
far as I am able to know my felf, it is for the
divine Truth contained therein, and the real
Piety and Holinefs for which it is eminent that
Ifo much value it-, yet were there any the
leaf: Probability of our being able either to‘
procure its equal elfe-where, or yet to equal it
by any Compofure of our own, I am not 10
biggoted to it as to defpife all others of the,
like kind; it’s then the Neceflity of a Confer?
fion in general thatl argue for, which if it
sake Place» I é9.ut_>¢ aw? bar the Wcyiminfier con-

e f€!f1.9.r_l
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feflion “will be that which we will readily agree
:unto.*.l conceive none among us will hafi

‘ the V'an’i'ty to alledge that we are able to liiic
our l'elves as well. by»any- Performance of our
own, as to embrace the aforefaid Confefliong
and it therevfliould the any Paragraphs or
Claufes at which (ome may Icruple, there are
rational Methods according to Charity and
Piety, to have fuch ficruples removed in _g1 re-

gular Way, and it’s a Pity to deprive 1a whole
Church of the Benefit of fuch an excellent
Conleflion;.for_7the Scruples perhaps of a few,
or ‘for . a few rscruples about fome particular‘ and
l'efl'er Points ol Religion.



.e .- -;:..- ,r’:.r'.-‘La r
#2

inn r

OVERTURE
I-Iumbly offered to the

E5 CONSIDERATION__‘
nd Ofthisi "

REVERENDiSYNOD
W, Wherein is propofed an Expedient, for pre-‘
nd venting the Ingrefs and fpreading of danger-

ous Errors, among either our fclves or the
Floeks committed to our Care.‘

Rezrermd Fathers and Brethren‘,

Would be heartily grieved if the following”
Overture, or any Thing in it, fl-lould in the

Event, prove an Occafion of any Heat or Con- '

tention among Us : Sure I am, every Thin of
this Kind is far from my Intention, and I ope
all my Brethren will not only ‘be perfuadedofi

__\ the Peaceablenefs and Sincerity of mine;-intiena
’ tion, but alfo to judge 'for«Tthe Necefiity of

fuch an Expedient, when /they fCfia11{lY.P0nd€EA
and confider thefe few Particulars. ‘ ‘

Fifi}, That itAis"th'e unqucfiionable Duty of
every Cbrifiian, according to his Station, and.

' Talent, to maintain and defend the Truths of
the Gofpel againfl: all Oppofition. j

D " Seeovélfilii

;
_
_
..
..
,~

«

;,.
p=

-2
%

-:
e:

~
£r

_:
-9

%
‘



/ iganiz’d B6dy’po1itick, meth‘odifed~-ybyv Order

- \.foy 2 Principle 0f_fp.iritual Wildom fhould dircét
.the.Church o.f- Chrifl: to fortify it~felf againfl

eupdn t_he.D.o£’crine it profeflethwa-ccording to the
0rd of God. ‘

» bersiol a Church,: do -not openly» and violently
._qp.ppfc_,the*_TrL1th profelfed therein, but in a

/ .

’E~26~ J _

V Secanvdy, That this Work or..Duty..is inian
efpecial ‘Manner incumbent upon -thelMiniI’cem
of the Gvofpel, by'Virtué of theifoffice. 7 - to

‘Tbirdly, That not only every-‘ Chrifiian and ar
Minifier, but alfo every Church, _as an Or- at.

and Goxgernment, isalfo obliged to aft, with S)

Chriftian Vigilance and Sagacity, for maint:ain- ti‘
ing and defending the Purity of G.ofpel-Trutli. C

Fourtlaly, T-ha't'thc Parties aforefaid’ are not only 3!
ohliged to maintain and defend the Truth for 31

-themfelvésgbut alfo to endeavour -to perpetu- t1

are and propagate it unto «Pofterity, pure and 3‘

:uncorrupt. . 2 ~ I i ‘ ' . ‘

Fiftbly, That as the Light of Nature teacheth d
all Kingdq/ms, Common-wealths, Cities, be P

even in Time of Peace, to‘ prepare for War; '

‘all “Afleults and lnvvafions that may be made

_S:i_xtb1y, That‘ fecret.13ol'om Enemies couthe
cTruth (1 mean chofe, who being vifible Mem-

iecrec covered -Way do endeavour to undermine
.it) are_- as ‘dangerous as -any whatfoevcr ; and
Zthercforc, the Church‘ihoulcl¢exerci~fe her Vigi- ’

lance in ~a fpecial Manner..-.again£’c Inch,’ by

'7€?%f§lfifi8 thsm 99¢. difcover1in'5::t)ae.myarId«f¢t‘
.. . *' l ' ting
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ting a Mark-upon. them, wherehyertheydmay be.
known, and fo may not have it in their. Power
to deceive. The Churches of Ephefus and Smyrna
are commended for this, but Pergamos and Thy.
atira arc reproved for the Negleélz of it. V

L. Swentbly, That We they-Members of this
Synod, ‘together with the particular Congrcggp-_
tions of Profeffors under our Care, are a
Church, that is, one entire organized Body or
Society of Cbri/lians, united together by Order.
and Government, according to the lnititution of
the Word, and therefore ought (efpecially when.
apparent Danger calls for it) to exert o_ur_Ielves,_
and the Authority we are invel’cedvvith,.in Vin-;.
dication and Defence of the Truths‘ which we‘
profefs, and for preventing the lngrefi and
-Ipreading of Error. _

Eigbtlaly, That we are fo a particular Church
' as not to be a Part of any particular Church.
.. in the World, with which we are united by the
joint Exercile of Church-Government, and there-
fore, are not accountable to the judicial Inquiry
of any fuperior Ecclefiafticala judicature ‘upon
Earth; and therefore, it we do not exert the.
Authority inherent in us, formaintaining the-
Purity of Gofpel-Truth, it’s not in the Power. .

of any fuperior Ecclefiafiicalvjudicature autho-
ritatively to call us in quefiion for our NegIe&s,.
or for our Errors or Herefies if we ihonld be-
corrupted with them. '

-e EVW/91!: «@229: .1 1‘°P°-‘hm are (as yet) few"
‘ D2 9:.
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, dfnbne-'a_mot1g"us (efpecially? df the Min.i&eYs)r‘*
1 who a;'e'_ii1tb&7cd"with zény ‘I013 Errors or Here- '

j ? fies ii: 'Dc'>&fine5 ‘yet I think I 'n‘aa'y4 fa-y‘, weiareii '

i; in 116 fi'n_alI.Danger ‘of being ‘corrdpccd in Dec-
! W fIfiQal5: Jélnd that even as to Fundamem:als;=
' fivvhfch to me _f_et-ms evidéht frbmthe Confide-

ratioh bf t'hefc'1ew'Par‘ticula,fs of our prefent
,CircufnfiénccS. " ‘ ’ ' , ' ~ "

’ Hi’, It seems to -mcthat we'ar"e tot: much like
the‘ édplc jot L¢i/I1, itiaca‘rel'efs-defe'nfle‘fs’= Con--
dicibn, as _a "City without Walls’, (or perhaps

; M my‘ Ufiicquaincedneié with our ~Re”co.rds may‘
; 1 céuffi 1n‘e".Mi£take) For Io:far'a’s I know, tho"

1
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_
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wbeffie ‘air: entire parEicular‘?Gh'u‘rch, as hath belerr
‘ 6" eivtjad,‘ a‘\;nd" _not' a Parfot any particu ar'

‘:_;;Ch’L‘irc_f1,"yétwir have not any p"a'rticu1a‘r S'yfl'em-
\ ~ ':%f Dottrineg, compofed by our {elves ‘or others,

tvfiiéh we b” fan’ ’ bliék"judiCi‘al Aék of our
Chiireh, 211:1»)/,’e agolgged etb be the Articles or‘
Come.{fi_on ot'o”ur Faith, (5%. Now a Church v

Without; g Confeflion, what‘ is it ‘like? It’s true,L '

- ‘a8 1 take it,‘ we fill generally *atl<'nbwledge and
156}; iqion the Weflhtinfler Cbhfiefflon and Cate’-'

‘ (féhi'fms‘to'pe 6u‘1- Cc$n"te{Iiogj, or what ’we*,own for-
li ffi5.?§i)u§_th€’jTf0If ’thé;t‘ gin be Paid’ for thiseis,~
ix t?§i‘C f§f§'eWe_/tfiiiazfiék Coiateflion ' is the Con&§4fl‘:on-

6‘? ifze fo‘ the "Gerrer"a1‘it‘y of‘ our M em-“
‘ hté~‘xjs, Q?-ii_§)i‘jiE‘e‘$'s and ,;>eop1e':,‘ but-that itig _our‘ L

1 e Goh‘re'ffi'<>h ‘as’ we ‘are a'n‘*u{1i7ce"d Bodyapolm.ck,>
" * I _e_2;;2'n,q"_c fee, t3n’l_ef§Fir ,~ it‘ lbeeiz ‘rccei:ved*, "

‘ . F W a -donrntraat ‘Ewe of t-!r.¢i*¥¥f¢I!r€f€?*at'§*i
’" V b 5 T‘ T V .nV§5:)

» V )
3!’
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A.

~ti{res of our Church, lmezm by t1}c‘Syfucd, ci-
' that before or finceit hath beenfui/foH%ia' Sjmo4{i.. /

'5. ’jSecam!ly, imlets ducCare be, anc_lh21t11.be¢ntak,en,
[that all lntrzmts into ,, the; Miniflry amozxg’ L

['29]

us have fublcribed the. {hid Confe{‘Ii.on';,’ on
by fo‘me‘equivaIent, folcmn_Aét,; C‘-mam autfiafio
tare Ecclcfiaflica, tei’tify.cd their owning‘ it as the,
Confefiion of their Faith; which, now fat"it.'
is obfcrvcd within the Bounds or" our;S3,3nod‘, L
am ignorant: Now if this be‘ to‘ (for upon_
this Suppofition lfpeak) I think we ‘ate in
very dctenfclcfs Condition.» Forif _we“.hav"e"n'o.
Confeffion that is ours by -fy-nodical Aét-, or if‘_
any among us have not. fubfcribcd or ackn.ow+_

V \l_edged the Contclfion utfupra; than Firft, there‘
who Bar provided to lace]; out oflthe It-’1in‘iftry
tholc that are corrupt in D0&rina1s', they many be
received into the Miniitry without rehoAuncin;;'
their fauc Doctrines. Secondly, Thofe t'l1at‘aav:

via. the Minifi1'y among Us may propagate‘ g,1'o1ai
/‘Errors and corrupt many thereby, without 'l§ciiig'
dilcovered to preach any Thing ‘-againfi ‘.th?::3

Truth was never publicklyrreceived among iis.
' Second! , Another of ‘our prefent ,<2jr.c;umfi'ma«‘:

ces is,’ '1 hat we are ftirrounded V with fo";ni1atiy_
pernicious and'dangcAroAu§-Gorruptiofisviz-1Doc; .

tr-‘inc, - and. theft;-town fo much in Vogue and‘
.F&fl15OI1, even among thef: whofe Ai14c'c{‘tors',c 11$;
the Beginning of _thc.oReforma'tion,; ’woul;d htavcér

fizzled rm, nowtdcfiaared mzmrwich their moat :
G:-=« . . " ~ ’ - Wbfifl

received Truth ; -bccau1'e(Suppofito ut fupizéj the f,

~// ' ’ ’P‘-—’~'-.......g_ / 7 7' Y; .-—

- ’ . . ,.__—_/V
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When Armianifm Sacinianijm; .Dczfm, ~1-"rze-tbsnits’;

ing,~(9'c. do lik¢_a.Deluge.4overfio.w even I-herRc»-.
formed Ch_urches,:w,bogh. Aefiabliihed and diifens:
ting, to fuch a Dcgrce, haw we.-not Reaion to
commit our own Safety... .n , ~ .

‘Tum ma re: agitur paries cgcm proxinzu; ardet.
Tioirdly, jA third r(;i;cumfi;anc_e we are_ in,

which ir,1crea‘feth,our__ Danger of Il'lfCCti(_)n‘by\
Error, is partly the Infancy; partly the Poverty.
or our ,Circumfiances, wnien "render us unable‘
to plant‘ a seminary .~of Leafning among our-
ielves, audio to fee to the Education.-not our:
young Cami-idates for the Miniflry -, and there»

‘ ttore,‘Aa.re under a Neceifity .rof».depending upon
other P-laces to1'.Mcn t0~fu,pp1y; our Vacancies
in the Church, and row; in D:-mgcr of having
our Minificr-y_ corrupted ‘by fgrch as are leavcncd
with tailé Doctrine-_erc they come among us. _

-Ebuxtbly, [am afraid t§1e1(e- are too many a-
mong our Ielves, whoxtho’ they_may be found
in the Faith themicsives, ycc_;k;av_e‘Lhc -Edge ‘of

their Zeal againfc prevailing _l_'£.c,ro1's‘ ofrthe
Timzs, very much blunted, part-_1y by theirbe.

‘ ring dilpirited, and I6 bya kinVd‘,ot-Cowardifey
areafraxd, boldly,‘ openly and zealouflyr so ap-

~ pear a»ga~i_nR tixofe Errors that {now themfelves.
in the World, underthe Patronage and~Pro-

Ztectionof fo many Perfo1:s;of.Not__c_‘and Figureg,‘
‘épartly by a kind ofan Inditfercncya and mifiakeh,
“Charity, whereby they t}}inlg_ti;1a‘t‘.they ought
"t°\.bw with 99h¢r.s. £129frs1.i£¥.¥=ir:?s«f4:9m
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2 Opinion about..Pointsttihat*-are‘gtiyfieripus and. _

i. iublime, but not ,practi_e_a1 nor fuQuiamC1}f8;!,fl1Ch'
' as Predefiination: Now,» aitho? I.wou1d.~.grant,

thatithe precife Pointiot Election and Repro;
bation be neither fundamental nor immediately
practical, yet take “'Pred.e{’:ingtion_ complexly as
it takes in the otherrdilpoted Points between
Calwinifis and Arminians, 1u'ch-as univerfal Grate’,-
the Nonperlevetance o'f‘th_e Saints, fore—Ieen
Faith and good. Vvorlr-5, dye.’ and"! think it's

'» zfuch an Article in: my Creed, fuch afundaineno
cal of*my Fai-th,Cthat I know not what any o-

ther Artic1esiw.o"u»1d avaitv, that could be _rera.1’ncd

without it; « "Now, rhefixpedient which 1 would
humbly propofe you maytalce, is as followeth -,

Firfi, Thatbur Synod, as an Eeclefiaflical ju-
dicature of Cbrift, cloathed with mimfier-i_al' Au—
thority to at? in concert, in Behalf of Truth and
in Oppofition to Error, would do iomthéng of
this Kind‘ atfucha ]un&ure," when Error'ie‘em‘s
to grow fo fafi; ‘t‘.hat‘u"nlef§ w.e‘be well t'o_rtif1_’ed,

it.’s like to fwallow us-up. V »_ '

-Secondly, That in purfuance hereof the "Sy-
nodwould, by an*A'c"t of their. own, npublickly
and authoritatively adopt the VVé[Ln_1inficr’ Coh-
feflion of Faithxandi Catechiims, (Tc. -for the

tpublick_ Confeflion of our Faith, as we are a
particular organized iCh'm:Ch=. _

' Thirdly, That further, the Synod would malfe
an Ad: to oblige every Presbj/tex'y within th_€I_1‘

Bounds, to oblige every Candidate for .the*M:{H-i
. ‘ . ryg,



. Times; but if mt, Ch: afraid W:
_\ with the Errors whichfo much.prevax§ elfc-Where.

L i 32"}
fir.)-‘. to fubfcribe or ntherivife acknowicdgz, Comm Prof ‘

‘byterio, the faid. Confcflion of thcir§, €91. and to promi,
not toprciacn or teach contrary to i&- I v

Fourtblj, Tb ;oblige every a&ual Miniflcr Coming»
mong us to do the 'li1;c;, -

Fijtblj, To cnaét, That if any Miniftcr within our
Bounds {hall take tzikc_ upon him to teach or preach an‘
Thing contrary rid any ‘ of the {slid Articles, unlefs Fir .

he propofe the {aid Point to the Presbytery or Synod, t
b: by. them difcutfcd, he (hall be cenfured To and fa.

Sixtbly, Let the Synod recommend it to all thci
Members, and Members to 7:11 their Blocks,’ to enter
rain ths Yruth in Love‘, to be Zcalous and Fruitful, an

to bcearncft with.God by Prayer to prcfcrvc their Vin:
5'.-mn,b;:ing fpojled B thefe delud‘-ing Foxes; which ifthg
Synodihall {cc came to do, I h‘v%c it may thro' th:

d
zfilvinc Blefling prevent in 3 great eafurc, if not zltoge?
thcr’, our being deluéed with “the mnable Efrors of am

he at Inf} irzfcékui

I will bnfy add one Argument knot? to prefs this, vi.-(.
Tt’s to bu; feared it fuch an Expcdiénc be ncgleétcd, (now
I hope ifs in our Powerjieré many Yea;-5 pafs over our
Heads, thafc, who now dfifccrn not the Ngccflity thereof,
‘may (be it when itfwill be too late; when perhaps the.
.NLtmhc1"of T1-uth's' Friends may be too few tu can-y'
{uch a Point’ in the Synod. '

Thus Bretbmz, I have offer-ea! to your Confideratioa,
fame rerious Thoughts in a qougzfc Drcfs May in g_leafe_

the Mailer or Aflhmblics to prcfide hmong us, and direfi‘
and influence us in ‘:11 Things, for his Glory and the
Edification or his Church. So rays your unworthy
fellow-lzbaurcr in Cbrijh Vineyai-cg '

FINIS.


