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i Jude 1. Bclo sed, when I gave all Diligence to

write u,m you, of the common Salvation, it was

V  needful for me to write unto youy and exhort yos

iU thar ye [howld earneftly contend for the Faith, which
,\y‘ was onct deliver’d unto the Saints.
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And is now under the Confideration of the -




R E ADER, '
_/} Ltho’ the Overture be placed laft in i
Y the Book, yet I would advife thee |
to read it ﬁrﬂ becaufe the Preface fup-:
pofeth it, and therefore cannot be fully |
i underftood, uatil the Overture be ficft gone |

| f?l i over.
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Candid READ E R,

Fter I came to a Refolution with my felf

as to the Publication of the following
Overture, by _putting it in Print, I found my
felf alfo 01)110(.(1 to endeavour to lead it forth
into publick Vlew, under the Covert and Pro-
tettion of an apologetical Epiftle or Pretace,
left otherwife both the Overture it felf, and
likewife its Publication ihould be mifconftrued
and unduly cenfured; for firft,
as yet an Overture, which is come no iurther
Length but only to be now fo under the Con-
fideration of our Synod, as not yet to have
any attual Conclufion or Determination paffed
by our Synod upon it ; the Publication of fuch

a Matter, being yet as it were, but in Concep=
tion, =nd lyable to Abortion, might appear ime
pertinent 1if it appez.cd mkeu and alone, with-

out fomething to make an Apology for it. And
2ly, 1 jachd it needful hereby to endeavour
the removing and preventing offome Objeltions,
Scruples and Miiconftiuttions, &'c. that other-
wile che Qverture it felf, in Manufcript or Print,
might be lyable unto ; the Incent thereof (viz.
{ubfcribing Confeffions) being 2 new Thing, as
to the Praltice .of it, in.chefer Parts of the
World, (except amonga few) and the apparent
or recal Novelty of any Thing that is of luch
facred as well as publick Concern, (1 acknow=
ledge) doth give jult Ground fo far to fufpett
Az what
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1t being only,
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what is, or appears Novel, as ntt precipitantly,
or nnpuut,y to imbrace or approve it, until firt
the Rcaions upon which 4t 1s gxmmdcd be ex
amned.

Now before I fay any thing in Vindication of
the Overture it felr, further than what 1s con-
tained init, I mmh 1t proper here to oiinr mme%
Realons for my thus putting it in Print, which |
are briefly thele, |

1ft, 1 chink it is of no fmall Concern to our |
Inteicft in thele Partsof the World, what Effeét |
the Overture will take, wiz. whecher it fhall be |
by our Synod rejetted, or paffed into an Ad; '
as I pelicve every one will acknowledge, both
fuch as will appear againft it, and thofe who
will appear for it. And therefore it i needful
that ail that are concerned, or hd\’ e any Intereft
in the Eﬁc&s of it, thoul (1 have an Opportunity |
of onmmgD a juuum(m n Lhcmacl\/w concern- |
ing 1t, and of declaring their Mind, as they fee
juit Caufe, before any Thing be ﬁnftlly deter-
mined concerning it. :

2dly, Altho’ perhaps Multitudes of private
Profeiiors may not concern themielves much a-
bout it ; yet Iconceive our Flocks or Hearers?
they and their Pofterity are no lefs, yea Ihad
almoft {aid, more concerned in the lfue that it
jhall have in the Synod, than the Minifters
themfelves _perfonally confidered ; and therefore
lthcught it highly reafonable, that our Flocks

or Congregations, who have 10 great Intereft 1 lﬂ
a
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~all our minifterial Atts, and efpecially in fuch

a publick an Affair as this; which, whatever
Way it goes, muft of Necefiity aifett our whole
Church, fhould have an Opportunity of confi-
dering and judging of it, and that not barely
by tire Imperfect Relation of others, where-
in there 1s 1o much- Danger of an unfair Re-
prefentation of the Matter, acccrding as the
Relator affetts or difaffetts ; but truly, and
candidly, according to its genuine and primitive
Defign; which End 1 hope this Publication will
anfwzr.

3dly, According to our Conftitution (if we
may be properly and truly faid to have a fixed
Conftitution) as to Church Government, our
Congregations by their Delegates, ziz. our
ruling Hlders, muft judge and vote in this mo-
mentous Affair; and therefore it’s all the Rea-
ion in the World, that they all thould have an
Opportunity of confidering and pondering the
Matter betore hand; for we all know that
where thereisa Piumhty otrulmb s Blders, it’s per-
haps not known which of them fhall be appomtcd
to attend the Synod, until within a Month before
itmeets,and fureit’sas unreafonable thatanElder
who is to judge and vote, ihould alt an implicit

- Faith upon his own Minifters, or any other

Minifter’s chrelentanon or Judgment of the
Matter, as it is, that one Minifter fhould a&%k
an 1mp11c1t Faith upon another’s: Now it’s not

to be expected that every ope cap procure a
' truc
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true Manufcript of this Overture for their feri-
ous Peruial and Confideration; and therefore,
to {upply this Defect, I judged it necetlary w
publith it.

4thly, 1 may add, that it’s not to be expected
that chis Affair in the Management of 1t, by|
our Synod, can poflibly be kept {0 among our |
felves, but that our neighbouring Churches,
of diifering Principles, will at leaft hear the |
Rumor of it, it being a Matter of fuch publick |
Concern, and is to be carried on publickly in|
open Synod ; now Iconceive, that, go which |
Way it will, it’s more uwu)h, that our ..\Cl"h-;
bours have a true and gu’lulr" than a falfe
or unfair Reprefentation ot the Matter 5 and I|
expect, that this Pablication will do much to
antwer this End alfo.

sthly, 1 may add a fifth Reafon, forthe Pub-|
lication of this Overture ; wiz. The Practice of
another Church, which 1 not only regard and |
reverence, but nl‘o own my felf to be of the
Sced and Offspring of it in Matters of Religion:|
1 mean the Church of Seotlund; which, when |
about to receive the We fminfer \Jun&e%\m &vc.
betore the General Affembly would proceed to re-
ceive thefaid Cu’ feflion, or determine zmyT 11ng
conc"nmg it; they ordered, that printed Copies
¢hereof fhould bv fent and imwd throughout
the Kingdom, that all Ranks might have the
Benefit of perufing the fame: Now I conceive,
thxs is a very parraliel Cafe, feeing our b{no};i
nat
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hath (1 may fay) the very fame Thing in Sub-
ftance, under their Gonfideration.

Now altho’ I be of Opinion, that the' Rea-
fons given in the Overture, are, or might be fuf-
ficient to juftify the Defign of it, not only
with ali my Brethren of the Miniftry 3 but
alfo, with every intelligent unprejudiced Perfon,
(at leaft) of our Pﬂnupn: and Communion; yet
1 think it not amifs to add lomething to the
fame Puxpoﬂ. here.

Let us then confider our prefent Condition as
we are a Church. As it is obferved in the Over-
ture, we are an intire Church of our felves, fo
as not to be a Part of any particular Church in
the World, with which we are joyned as a
Part. Now every Collection of People which
are united together unto a Politick Body, whe-
ther Ecclefiaftical or Civil, muit have fome
Bond of Union, by which the feveral Parts are
joyned together, to make or conftitute them
one intire Whole ;3 as Kingdoms and Common-
wealths are joyned, linked together by the fame
Government, Laws and Privileges, &c. Churches
by the fame Faith, Worfhip and Government:
Now, until we hnﬁl the Intent of the follow=
ing Overture, I am at a Lofs where to find any
fufficient Excernal Bond of Union, by which
we are united, and by Virtue of which we
may be _proper]y denominated one Church, a$
particular Churches are o denominated, either
In Scripture or in the common Way ef 1peak‘;1g 5
€Ce
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feeing that we, as a Church, have never yet
fo much as agreed; either about our Principles
of Kaith, Wox‘*up, or Form of Government,
If it be faid firft, That we all own the \Weitmin.
fter Confeffion. . 1 am'.vcr, Firft, perhaps that is
Gratis ditum (1. e.) laid without Proof ; but 2dlyy
it’s turther an{wer d in the Overture, to which
1 refer the Reader.
2dly, If ic-be taid, That we all take the Scrip-
ture for our Rule, and [o are United thereby, 1
anfwer, we are thereby no more "united toge-
ther as one particular Church, than to all other
Chriflian Churches in the W oxld for they all
own the Scriptures for their Rule. 2@5‘.1')', I anfwer,
it’s true the Scripture or written Word of God, 1s |
the only Rule and infallible Foundation of our
Faith and Practice ; but whether is it the bare
Letter, or the Letter together with its true
and proper Senie and Meaning, mtmued by the
Boly Ghoft, which is this Rule ? Surely the
latter. Now how is it pofiible for us to know
concerning one another, or others to know con-
cerning us, in what Senfe we take or under- |
ftand the Scriptures, orbelieve them as a Church,
unlefs we joyn together to declare in what
Senfe we underftand them ;5 which I cannot fee
how it can be poffibly donc, but by agreeing
vpon a2 common Cenfeflion of our Faith, in
fome Form or other.
3dly, If it be objected further, That we have
no Account of any Confef, ions of Faith in Scripture; |
befide the Scripture it feif, and yet we bave an Ac- ,
couns of many parsiculag Luurchcs P

< e e
NS o P bed 0

- ™ ein Db Yeda e

T —————

PP g L R

PRI L g NP




A IR

»

P :
1 anfwer, It was not then fo neceflary, becaufe
there were then 'infallible Guides alive, vizs
the Apoftles, by whofe Means, Herefies, Er forsy
and Differences of ]udgmmt were i a, great

| Meafure either prevented or cured, fo that ge= "

nerally all Profeflors of the Chr iftian Re ligion
were of one Judgment and one Faith, at leatk
| as to Fundamentals; it’s not io now.

£ é 2dly, 1 aniwer, altho’ it’s poffible there might

be Confeflions ot Faith, or Creeds even then be-
fides the Scripture, yet I fee not how it’s pols
| fible that they could be recorded in Scripture 3
tor if we once fuppoie {uch Conteffichs to be re- .
corded in Scripture with Approbation,that would
| ipfo faéto conititute them a Part of bcnp ure.
3dly, But yet | think we have a plain Hing
in a‘rlpturu of {omething very hike a Creed or
Confefiion in Chap. 5 and 6 of the Bpftle to the
| Hebrews, where in Chap. 3. v. 13. the Apofte
{blames thele Hebrews, for their Ignorance of tha
firfe Principles of the Oracles of God 5 and Chap.6. V.
1. he ipeaks of paffing on, irom, ox leaving cutle
firlk Principles, {everal of whichi he mentions
by their Titles; which feems to me to figmiy,
that then Chriftians - had Syftems or rudie
mental Principles of Faith; coliected out of
the Word, and reduced into Ouder tor facilie
tating the Learner’s' Labour ; for theie are fome
Prmczples fpoken of as puor and otheis fols
lowing in Order, which 1s not found any where

1

fin Scripture that 1 know of 3 nor fo.much as

inted, excepting in this Place onily § aud ye€
B B ' Sﬂ".
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this Context fuppoieth thefe Principles to be |
known to be in that Order of Priority and Pofte-
riority 3 and whether thefe Principles, Articles, |
or Creeds were then ordinarily, or at all com-|
mitted unto Weriting, it matrers not; it is e-|
nough to our prefent Purpofe if it be acknows:| -
ledged that he fpeaks of fome collected rudis| -
mental Principles, which their young or more|
ignorant Proteflfors were put to learn, and ac-
quaint themiclves with them, before they ad.
vanced to the more difficult or myfterious Do-|
ctrine of the Chriftian Faith, which are ak
ledged to come after the former ; both which
were to them what our Confeffions are to us.
3dly, If it be alledged, That we arc [ufficiently
wnited by our yegulay conjuni Exercifc of cxternal
Church-Goveynment. |
Anfw. 1. 1 apprehead, that an Union by :
pubiick Profe{fion of the fame Dotkrine, is morg|
material, than to be united in Government. !
2dly, The one doth neither exclude, nor
fupply the room of the other. -
3dly, Are not profefs’d Deifts, Socimans, Ar-
minians, Free-thinkers, and profane Libertines
united with the Orthodox, under the fame
Form of external Church-Government? What
a pstol Union is this!
. 4tbly, Even our Union by this feems very
aeielive and flender, feeing it’s only the a&ual;
Exercile thereof that binds us. We have nevel
yeb chat ) know of, judicially and formally as
g : o Church
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| Church, declared to one another, or tothe
World, that we believe our Conftitation or

: Form of Government, as we exercife it, to be

| agreeable to the Word of God, in all or any of

| the principal Branches of it ; altho’ virtually,
and by our Praltice, we may be faid to have
acknowledged it fo to be. But how unfafe dré
we while it is fo?; For an Eraftian in Principle;
who denies that any particular Form ofChurcha

| Government,is of divine Inftitution,alledges, That

- Chrift bath left ws at Liberty to choofe what Form of
Government we think moft agrecable 5 I fay an Eraftés
an may freely join with us in the actual Exercile
of Presbyterian Church Government; and not bé
guilty of counter-acting his own Principles. In
Brief, while we are as we are, wiz. without any
Form of Doctrine, Worfhip, or Government
publickly and unanimoufly received among us,
by a judicial Act of our own, we are liable’
to be corrupted in all the Three,being wichout
a {ufficient Senfe or Bar to keep out of the
Miniftry, fuch asare unfound intheir Principles.

I will here further propofe and anfwer two
Objections which I conceive to be the Chief, at
leaft, of what I havé known to be madeé againf®
the Intent of this Overture, wiz. the fublcii=
bing the Wefiminfler Confeflion. :

Obj. 1. To propofe or purfue this Overture, i9
in Danger to breed Rents and Diviftons in our fmald
Infans-Charch 5 and certainly @l Divifions and Caite
[es of Divifions in the Y R S

as
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8 bemﬂ of moft pernicious auuju ingerous Confequence,
contvary to Coriftian Coarity, and moft obfirultive to
Jpiritual Edification.

Tothis, lanlwer Firft, If Icould be perfivaded,
that this OVerture, or any Thing in it, had a
WNative ’lendency to divide us, 1w0ux¢ be as}
much againft it, as now I am "for it: But on
the contrary, I 3pprehend it in it {elf to be a
very proper. Preventive and Antidote againit
Divifion, being a {uitable Mean to bringa Cliurch
to be of one Mind, and one Judgment; and|
if it ihould in the Event have other Hifects, |
it is only by Accident, &s Chrift and his Gof-
pel have been the Occafion ot all the Divi ifi- |
ovus tnat have been in the' Chriftian World |
aboyt Religion; for in this refpect, he comes |
I n6i o find Peqee, but a Sword wpon Earth; tho’|
“he be jultly Ticded the Priuce of Peace, and his}
Gofpel, the Gofpel of Peace.

to bz iweet and hck.m‘ui, wien joined with
Truth and a good Conicience; but when they
cannot be ¢njoy’d together, 1 am fure Truch
and a good Confcience is infinitely prefe-|
rable to any Peace or Unity that can be had
without it: And thercfore,

Thirdly, 1f it bea Church’s Duty, asa Church,
thus to declare uato the Wosld, and unto onc
i ! another, the Principles of their Faxth @e. it’s
i not the Fear or Danger of Divifion that fhould |

| deter from it For,

Folsrth-

Secondly, 1 acknowliedge Peace and Unity tol

¥
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Pousthly, Thofe who will decline or refufe to
joyn in the publick and judicial Acknowledg-
menc of fuch a Dottrine, Worthip and Goyern-
ment, as are agreeable to ‘the Word of Ged,
and will divide upon that Score, muft be the
only Cuipable Caufes of the Divifion, and
not they who are willing to make {uch a Pro-
teflion. It there be any who can inftance any
Particulars in the Weftminfler Confeflion, &v. that
are uniound, no doubt they will be heard, and
if they can make good their Qbjeltions againft
it, they will be. allowed of ; but grant that
tiere ihould be fome Claufes or Paragraphs,
that upon Examination fhould be found, or
judged eicher unfound or unfafe ; 1 fee not why
cthele thould be a juft Reafon to refufe fubfcri-
bing to what 1s acknowledged to be Orthodox,
uniels we could either procure or compofe one
that is lels exceptionable.

Object. 24, Another Objection, made again(t
fublcribing the Confeflion, ftrikes in general a-
gainft all fubfcribing of any Thing of that
Kind ; the Force thereof (that I may give it all
the Advantage that I can) may be conceived to
run thus; For a Synod to oblige their Members
to [ubfcribe the Confeffion, is -an' impofing  upon
Confciences,  Things that are of a bumane
| not of divine Authority 5 which is Tyranny
and. Pesfecution, - for which we juftly blame the
Church of Romes Why then fhould we, or how can
we be juflificd, while we are gyilty of an Ewil off the

: ame
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* fame Nature ? FHow can a Perfon warrantably fub-
foribe “any Thing as containing the Avticles of their |
Faith, but the Word of God, witheut being guilty 'of
idolizing “or to0 much exalting of Mens Works or |
» Words?  However fpecious this Objettion may
feem tobe at the firft Glance, to fuch as have
not duly confidered it; yet I dare fay it will
plainly appear to be not only falacious and fo-
phiftical, but in part nonfenfical and trifling, if
the following Aniwers be duly confidered.

Anfw. For a Church to oblige their Mem- |
bers to receive, embrace, acknowledge, fub-
fcribe, or prattife any thing that is not tounded
upon the Word of God, is indeed Tyranny and |
Perfecution 3 but to impofe what Chriff in and
by his Word hath already impofed, is their in-
ci penfible Duty ; and therefore if the Con- |
ieflion, &e. be according to the Word of God, |
(as I will venture to fay it is, until the Contrarcy
be made appear) it is our Duty to impoie or
require the Acknowledgement of it, or what is
contained therein in other Words.

If it be urged, That the Confeffion is a bumane
Compofure, and therefore, tho’ found, yet not of divine|
Authority, and therefore ought not to be impofed. |

I aniwer, the Matter is of divine Authority,
being contained in the Word of God, and the
Words, tho’ compofed by fallible Men, being
agreeable to the divine Matter, tho’ falling
thort of that Perfetion that the Scripture juitly|
claims, muft of Neceflity have the divine Ap-
QX‘Og
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probation ; and fo far as they are agreeable to
the infallible Word, are themfelves infallible, as
to- the Truch contamed in them, tho’ as hath’
| been acknowledged, they fall thort of fcriptu-
! ral Pertection, as to manner of Expreffion; for
whatioever isagreeable toan infallible Rule, in fo
far is it {elf intallible. %

And further, if Perfons would but confider
the Nature of a Confeffion, truly and properly
fo called, they might fee that the very intrin-
| fick Nature of the Thing requires that it fhould
be expreflfed in our own, tho’imperfett Words,
(vizs Words that are our own by Acknowledg-
ment and Affumption, tho’ we did not compote
them, as a Perlon who can neither write nor
indite makes the Words, compofed by his
 Clerk or Scribe, his own, by fetting his Name

or Mark to them, tho’ he compofed none of
| them) This will appear evident, if we confider
Firft, that when we exhibit, acknowledge, or
fubicribe a Confeffion of our Faith ; we there-~
by acknowledge fuch a Gonfeffion to be our
A& and Deed, #iz. our Conteffion of our
Faith, or our own Declaration of our Senti~
ments, and Belief in Matters of Religion; and
theretore, both Words and Senfe muft be our
own, at leait by Affumption; whereas the
Scripture, as fuch, is God’s A&t and Deed, iz}
his Declaration of his Mind to us, and there-
by prefcribing a Rule for our Faith and Prac~
tice ; and. therefore the Scripture as fuch, can<
not
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atrue and proper Senfe. Our Contelfion isa

ture 1s the Declaration ot God’s T hox.;,htr ; our

| tett, and therefore out Contelfion may be fo
too; but the Scripture is every way pers
fect, being a divine infalible Declaration of his
Thoughts who is Perfection it felf. The Scrip-
ture ig thc divine Rule, but our Faith and Con-
feflion too 1s the Thmb ruled ; from all which
it may appear, that its but a triﬁing Sophiftica-
, tion, to alledge that Coriffians {fhould own or
mbncr!be the Scriptures, and nothing elfc as
sheir Confeffion of Faith,” which they neither
are or can be in a proper Senié. The Scriptures
as fuch, are the Objett of our Faith, that is,
they contain the Tguth which we believe; and
coniequently prior to our Faith in ordér of Na-
ture; but our Confeflion is a Declaration, 2
i - manifeftative Sign of our adts of Faith 'or Be-
lieving, and therefore pofterior in the Qrger both
of Nature and Time to our Faith itfelf: |
may add to what hath been faid, all the Prece-
dents in Scripture, where Perfons are brought
in as giving a Confeffion as Peter, the Eunuch, &c.
whofe Confeffion was not offer’d in Scripture-
Words, but in Words agreeable to their own
Seatiments, altho’ thefe Words now being re-
corded in Scripture, are now become a Part xt it §
yct: as originally fpoken by the Perfons whofe

Faith and Knowledge is but durk and imper- |
a

Words \

not poffibly be the Confefficn of our Faith, in | ‘1
Lt
Manifeftation of our Thoughts; but the Scrip- | 1]
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| Words they were ; they were not Sctipture, but
| the Expreflion of their Faith about thefe
| Things revealed in the Scripture. It is true,
lit’s not unfuitable to make ufe of Scripture-
| Texts and Phrafes in our Confeffions '3 but then
| as they are there ufed, they are not formally
Scripture whereby God fpeaks to us, but a Con-
feflion whercby we {peak to one another; for
. 'we bringing in a Text of Scripture into our
Confeflion, it becomes fo far an Expreifion of
|our Thoughts; and it may be poifible, yea &
\know not but it too often falls cur, that when
{Perfons fo ufe a Text, they may take it in &
Senfe different from what is is origidally e
itended to fignify by the Holy Ghoft; now
|Scripture, as it is Scripture, that is divine Res
velation; takes in not only Scripture Words and
Phrafes, but alfo true Scripture Meaning as
poken by God, viz. diftated by his Holy
PIrit, :
Again further, to the fame Purpofe, a Con-
y deffion of Faith is a Declaration ot the Senfe
I and Meaning in which we underftand the Scrip-
- |tures 5 but we can never declare in what Senfe
t |we underftand them, by either repeating or ac-
c. {knowledging the bare Words of the Scriptures,
- [And therefore, from the very Nature of 2 Con-
felfion, of a fingle Perfon, or Church, it fhould
be expreffed in Words that we acknowledge for
our own, and make them ours by Affumption’s
yea they muft be Words differing from the
& ‘ - Words

L T S U T S
———

e

i




E 187
Words of the Scripture, at leaft in Part; and|
if any Scripture Text be made ufe of and|
brought into our Confeffions, they muft be fu
connetted with fome preceeding and {ucceeding|
Words of our own, that the Senfe, n whicl
we underftand fuch a Text, may be plain and
obvious to the Hearers, otherwife it is no genu.|.
ine Confeflion, but rather a Ditfimulation of
ur Faith.

Again our Confeffions of Faith muft be hu-
mane, that is, our own, becaufe one Defign of
Confeffions is, that thereby we may make known
the " Soundnefs of our Principles, which we
cannot do poifibly by owning or acknowledging
the Scripture; feeing there have been and fuil
are fo many grofs BErrors and Herefies in the\
Church, all pretended to be according to- Scrip-|
ture. §

And how nonfenfical (as 1 may fay) is it}
for any to make this Evafion, that they arel
willing to {ubfcribe the Secriptures; the Spirit
of God (fo to {peak with reverence) hath al-
ready fufliciently fubfcribed them by the many|
Marks and Characters of the Author’s Imagel
inftamp’d upon them ; and therefore for us to§
taik of fubifcribing them in any other wife than
thereby to teftify that we believe them to bcE
divine, is 1 think (to fay no worfe) to ecait
great Affront upon the Scriptures and thei
Author too : For to fubfcribe an Infirument &

own it by writing as our Albiand Deed, ig
' which
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which Senfc we are to underftand the fubfcri-

bing Confeflions; and in this Senfe it would be
| moft blafphemous Prefumption to pretend to

fubfcribe the Scriptures; and for fuch to fay,
that they only intend or mean that they are

. willing to {ubfcribe the Scriptures as a Witnefs,

wiz. by writing to bear ‘Witnefs that they ac-
knowledge the Scriptures to be the Word of
God ; in fo faying they only trifle. For Firf}, if
they acknowledge fuch or fuch a Confeffion to
be found and orthedex, they can have no
Shadow of a Scruple to fubfcribe it in that Senfe,

I that is, by {ublcribing to declare, that they

believe fuch a Confeflion to be found according
But however, the At
of {ubfcribing a Confeflion doth neceffarily pre-
fuppole, that the Sublcriber believes the Con-

! tents of fuch a Confeffion to be true; yet the

true and proper Meaning, and Defign of the
Actt it felt, is thereby to affume or (if I may fo
exprefs it) adopt fuch a Confeffion to be our
own Att and Deed, (7. e.) our Confeflion of our
Faith, as if at the Beginning of the Confef=
fion, or at the Beginning of every Article we

| had written, the Word Gredo, 1 believe, and
| our Name at the End of all isto fignify who

or what Perfon this (J) is, who fays he believes
fo and fo. Now, altho’ every Chriffian will
readily acknowledge, that he believes the Scrip-

ig tures to be true; tobe the Word of God, &'
| yet who ever dreamt of fubfcribing the Scrip-

€2
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tures as their Act and Deed, or a Declaration
of their Acts of Faith or Beligving, altho’ in.
deed, as 1s before noted, they contain the Object
of our Faith, @iz. the Truths believed, and
that not as believed by us, but asrevealed by
God 3 whereas our Confeffions, tho’ they con.
tain the fame Truth, yet they exprefls them
not immediately as revealed by God te us; but
as underftood, received and believed by us.

In the laft Place, how can a Church, or 2
Synod be truly faid to be guilty of impofing|
upon Mens Confciences or Faith, by obliging
themielves to apy Thing of this Kind, feeing|
itis their own voluntary Act, and refers onlyg
to themielves. It it be faid, It is an Impofition
with Refpei to thefe Members that are unwilling to
Jabferibe, I anfwer, let none fubfcribe but thofe
who are willing, yea think it their Duty fo tof
do, until fuch Times as they be convinced,§
that it is their Duty : If they do otherwile,
I'm afraid they will do amifs. If it be ftill
urged, That the Impofition vemains ;3 becaufe if there|
be any who are now Members that are unwiliing tof
fubfcribe 5 [uch will be obliged cither to fubferibe, o
%o feparate. To this I could fay feveral Things,
s Firft, according to our recorded and common
way of {peaking, it is hard ro fay, whether}
Subferibers or Non-fubfcribers would be obliged
to feparate ; I fuppofc the Minority in the Vote
will {eparate, (it it comes to that) but whether
that will fall to the Lot of Subferibers or Non.
fubferibers, may yet ke a Queftion, Se;

b iy gt
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Secondly, I cannot ice but in the Main, the
Hardfhip or the Impofition, if it muft be
termed 1o, will be equal on both fides, tor if
one Party think it an Impofition to be required
to {ubfcribe as a Term, or Condition of our
continuing united as formerly, the other Party,
upon as good Grounds, may efteem it an impo-
fition to be obliged to continue in the Neglett
of what in Conicience they conceive to be (as
the Cale now ftands) a neceflary Duty incum-
bent upon them, as a Church, and Watchmen
of the Church, in a Way of neceffary Pro-
vifion againft imminent Danger ; for it’s in my
Judgment wutterly impratticable for thofe of
fublcribing Principles to take the Meafures
which thefe Principles oblige them unto, in
Order to their Defence againft the Dangers of
incroaching Error, and at the fame Time to
drop this Overture, by way of Compliance
with thofe of non-fubfcribing Principles.
Thirdly, Tho’ 1 would not take upon me to
anticipate the Synod’s Wifdom in this Particu-
Jar, praying and defiring to hope, that the
Prince of Peace, who in an efpecial Manner de-
ferves this Title with Refpett to his Church,
notwithftanding all the Divifions which fall
out in Act; 1 fay defiring to hope, that the
Prince of Peace will fo order Matters, and fo
incline and difpofe our Minds, that againit next
Meeting, we may all unapimoufly concur in
; Meajures




Meafures that make for Peace and Unity among
us, as far as our Light and a good Coenicience
But fuppole the very Worlt, viz.
that this Overture fhould 1n the Bvent prove |
fuch a Bone ot Contention among us, as to ef- |
' felt even a Separation, either by {ynodical Atk

will allow.

or by voluntary Abfenting of any Party; may
we not hope? ought we not to pray ! yea,
and endeavour in our Practice and Behaviour

towards one another,

to maintain_a Chriftian

brotherly Affection, and confequently a neigh-
bourly Chriftian, charitable Commuuion, in
all Things wherein our Principles and Con-

fciences will allow of it?

If we could attain

to this, we might ever in Cafc of a Separation,
hope for a re-uniting in due Time, if not of
upon the Accels |
of greater Light, and clearer Convictions and
Apprehenfions about this controverted Point.

all, yet of the greater Part,

But I will infift no furcher,

but commend thefe

Lines, together with my honeft and peaceable En-

deavours by them,

and Church,

as allo our whole Synod
to the Conduct,

Influence and

Direction of the Good Spirit of God, praying
that our Great Lord may pour out fuch a
Spirit both of Light and Love upon us all,
that when we meet, we may be cloler cemented
in the Unicy and’ Harmony of Judgment, as

well as Bond of Affection and Chriftian Chari-

ty, than ever heretofore we have been; altho”
wwe have Reafon to be thankful (and I deﬁre my

felg
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felf to be fo) for the great Degree of Unani-
mity-and Concord, that by God’s Blefling we
have hitherto enjoy’d ; fo prays an unworthy:
Labourer in Chrift’s Vineyard.

P. S. 1 thought it needful here by way of
Poftfcript; to add a fhort Word to- prevent a
Miftake which 1 fufpect the Reader’ might o-
therwite tall into, with refpect to this Over-
ture, and the Argument brought to fupport iz,
viz. lome may be ready to collett from my
ftrenuous Arguing for fubfcribing the Weftmin-
fter Confeffion, as if 1 thought of that Per-
formance above what is meet, or as if Ithought
it fimply impoffible to equal it by another Per-
formance ot the fame Kind, or as if I were
to biggoted to it by a kind of Nationality (or
what fhall I call it) that for the Country’s
lake it thould be preferred before all others.

Now I take this Occafion to declare, that fo
far as I am able to know my felf, it is for the
divine Truth contained therein, and the real
Piety and Holinefs for which it is eminent that
I fo much value it ; yet were there any the
leaft Probability of our being able either to
procure its equal elfe-where, or yet to equal it
by any Compofure of our own, I am not fo
biggoted to it as to defpife all others of the
like innd-, 1t’s then the Neceflity of a Confef:
fion in general that I argue for, which if it
Wke place, I doubt not but the Wefimjnfier Con-

' feifion

fots 1




feffion will be that which we will readily agree
unto. 1. conceive none among us will have
the Vanicy to alledge that we are able to fuit
our felves as well: by any Performance of our
own, as to embrace the aforefaid Confeffion ;
and if there fhould be any Paragraphs or
Claufes at which fome may fcruple, there are
rational Methods - according to Charity and
Picty, to have fuch Scruples removed in a re-
gular Way, and it’s a Pity to deprive a whole
Church of the Benefit of fuch an excellent
Conteflion;: for ‘the Scruples perhaps of a few, §
or for.a few Scruples about fome particular and §
leffer Points of Religion.
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AN
OVERTURE

CONSIDERATION

Of this
REvEREND SyYyNoD

Wherein is propofed an Expedient, for pre-
venting the Ingrefs and  {preading of danger-
ous Errors, among either our felves or the
Flocks committed to our Care,

Rewerend Fathers and Brethren,

I Would be heartily grieved if the following
Overture, or any Thing in it, fhould in the
Event, prove an Occafion of any Heat or Con--
tention among Us : Sure 1 am, every Thing of
this Kind is far from my Intention, and 1 hope
all my Brethren will not only be perfuaded of
the Peaceablenefs and Sincerity of mine Inten-
tion, but alfo to judge ‘for the Neceflity of
fuch an Expedient, when they f{erioufly ponder
and confider thefe few Particulars. (

Firft, That itis'the wvnqueftionable Duty of
every Chriftiany according to his Sgation, and
Talent, to maintain and defend the Truths of
the Gofpel againtt all Oppofition, ;

D % Secondly,
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Secondly, That this Work or. Duty is in.an
elpecial Manner incumbent vpon the Minifters
of the Gofpel, by’ Virtue of their Office.
Thirdly, That not only every: Chriftian and
Minifter, but alfo every Church, as an Or-
ganiz’d Body ' politick, methodifed by Order

and Government, is allo obliged to att, with}

Chriftian Vigilance and Sagacity, for maintain-
ing and defending the Purity of Gofpel-Truth.

Fourthly, Thatthe Parties aforefaid arenot only
obliged to maintain and defend the Truth for
themfelves, but alfo to endeavour ‘to perpetu-
ate and propagate it unto Pofterity, pure and
MCOREUPE. T U i o .

Fiftbly, That as the Light of Nature teacheth
all Kingdoms, Common-wealths, Cities, &%
even in Time of Peace, to prepare for War ;
{o a Principle of {piritual Wildom fhould dirett
the Church of Chrift to fortify it felf againft

all Affaylts and Invafions that may be made]

upon the Dottrine it profefleth zzcording to the
Word of God.
Sixthly, ‘That fecret Bofom Enemies to the
Truth (1 mean thofe, who being vifible Mem-
- bers of a Ghurch,-do not openly and violently
.oppofe the Truth profeffed therein, but in 2
fecret covered Way do endeavour to undermine
1it) are as -dangerous as any whatfoever ; = and
therefore, the Church fhould exercife her Vigi-
fance in-a fpecial Manner: againft fuch, by
fearchipg them out, difcovering them, and fet

ting |
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ting a Mark-upon. them, whereby they may be
known and fo may not have it in their Power
to deceive. The Churches of Ephefus and Smyrna
are. commended for this, but  Pergamos and Thy-
atira arc reproved for the Neglect of it.
Sewenthly, That We the Members of this
! Synod together with the particular Congrega-
tions of Profeflors under our Care, are a
Church, that is,; one entire organized Body or
Society of Cbrzﬂmns united together by Order.
and Government, accordmg to the Infticution of
the Word, and theretore ought (efpecially when.
- apparent Danger calls for it) to exert our felves,,
- and the Authority we are invefted with,.in. Vin=.
dication and Defence of the Truths which we.-
profefs, and for preventing the Ingrefs and
ipreading of Error.

Eightbly, That we are {o a particular Church
asnot to be a Part of any particular Church
in the World, with which we are united by the:
joint Exercile of Church-Government, and there-
fore, are not accountable to the judicial Inquiry
of any fuperior Hcclefiaftical Judicature upon
Earth ; and therefore, if we do not exert the,
Authority inherent in us, formaintaining the
Purity of Gofpel-Truth, ’it’s not in the Power
of any fuperior Eccleﬁaf’ucal Judicature autho-
ritatively to call usin queftion for our Negleéts,
or for our Errors or Herefies if we fhould be
corrupted with them. :
- Ninthly; Altho’ I hope t.hez(u are (as yet) few

» D2
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||| = or none among us (elpecially’ of the Minifters)

‘ who are intefted with any grofs Etrors or Here-
fies ih Dodtrine, yet | think I may fay, we are’
in no {mail Danger of being corrupted in Doe-
trinals, jand that even as to Fundamentals;
“which to me feems evidént from‘'the Confide-
ration of thefe few Particulafs of our prefent
Cireumftances. Gtk '

Fitft, It feems to methat we are too much like
the People of Lgih, i a carelefs-defenflefs' Con-
dition, as a City without Walls; ‘(or perhaps

i sy Unacquaintednefs with our Records may:
' caufe me Miftake) For fo'far'as'I know; tho’
we Be ah éntire particulat ‘Church, ‘as hath been
obferved,” and not a Part of any particular
| Chiirch, yet we have not any particular Syftem
of Dottrines, compoled by our felves ‘or others,
which we, by any publick’ judicial A<t of our
Church, have adopted to ‘be the ‘Articles or
Conteffion ot our Faith, é%.  Now a Church
withont a Confeflion, what is it like? 1t’s true, !
as | take it,” we all generally “acknowledge and
160k upon the Weftminfter Confeflion and Cate-
il chilms to'be our Conteflion, or what welown for -
il futch 3 but the moft ‘that’ can be faid tor thisis,
| ||| that e Wefminfier Conteffion * is the Conteffion
6t the Faith of ‘the Generality of our Mem:-
hets, Minilters and People’ but that it is our
Conrelfior a5 we are an -uniteéd Body-politick,’
capnpt fee, unlefs Eirfs, it hath ‘been received’
j ; ARk of the Reprefenta-'-
. tives |
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tives of our Church, 1 mean by the Syhed, ci-
ther betore or finceit hath been [ub furiia byno;’;.
Seco;zdly, unlefs due Care be, and hath been taken,
hat' all Intrants  into . the Miniftry amom
us have fublcribed the. faid Conteffiony  or
by fome equivalent, folemn Act; Corans éEm?iJO;’i~
tate Ecclefiaftica, teftifyed their owning it as the
Confeffion of their Faith ; which, how far ic
is obferved within the Bounds of our;Synod, i.

am ignorant : Now 1if this be 1o (for upon.

this Suppofition 1 fpeak) 1 think  we "ate 1 a

very detenfclefs Conditions For'if we have no

Confeffion that is ours by fynodical A& or if’

any. among us have not fubfcribed or acknow-

' ledged the Contelfion ut fupra; then Firfl, there

is no Bar provided to keep out of ‘the Miniflry
thofe thart are corrupt in Doétrinals 3 they may be
received into the Miniftry without rehoun# g
their: talle Doctrines.  Secondly, Thole that: avs
in the Miniftry among us may propagate grols

Errors and corrupt many thereby, without keihg’
difcovered to preach any Thing "againft ° the

received Truth 5 becaufe (‘Suppofito ut fupr.)the

Truth wasnever publickly received amdng iis.
Secondly, Another of our prefent Gircumitan-:
ces is, 1hat we are furrounded with fo rafy .

pernicious and dangerous -Corruptions in Ddc- .

trine, - and thefe grown fo much in Vogue and
F.dmon, even among thefe whofe Anceftors, "at.
the Beginning of the Reformation, wowld have

kaltd the now.slefpifed Tn.ah wn:h their Bloéd
When
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When Armianifin Socinianijm, Deifm; Fr:e-think-
ing,~¢c. do like a Deluge. averflow even the Re
formed Churches, both eftablithed and diffens
ting, to fuch a Degiee, have we:not Reafon 1o
coniult our own Safety.

Tum tua ves agitur paries cum proximus ardet. ,

Tosrdly, A third -Circumftance we are. in,§
which increafeth our Danger of Intection by
Error, is partly the Infancy; partly the Poverty
of our Circumftances, whieh tender us unable
to plant a Seminary " of Leatning ‘among our
felves, and fo to fee to. the Education-of our}
young Candidates for the Miniftcy ; and there-
fore, are vader a Neceflity .of depending upon
other Places for Men to-{upply. our Vacancies
in the Church, and fo.are in Danger of having

our Miniftry co,mpted by fuch as are leavened

with ralle Doctrine: er¢ they come among us,

-Fourthly, 1 am afraid there- are too many a-

mong our felves, who tho’ they may be found :

in the Faith themlelves, yet have the Edge of
their Zeal againft preull ng. Brrors af  the
Timss, very much blunted; parely by their. be-
ing dilpirited, and {fo by:a kind of Cowardife
are afraid, boldly, openly and zealoully to ap-
pear againft thote Errors that fhow themfelves
i the World, under the Pattonage and Pro-
tection of o many Perfons of-dNote and: Frgure;
partly by a kind of an Inditferency, and m:ftaken
Charity, whereby they thigk that they ought
to bear with others, tho’ differing.from them in
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Oplmon about Pomts that are myfterious and
fublime, but not practical nor fundamengal, fuch-
as Predeﬁination :  Now, altho’ 1 would grant,
that:the precife Poist of Election and Repro-
bation be neither fundamental nor immediately
practical, yet take "Predeftination complexly as
it takes in the other «difputed Points between

N Calvinifts and Arminians, {uch asvniverfal Grace;

the ‘Noh-perfeverance of the Saints, fore-feen
Faith and good Works, &v. - and I think it’s
duch an Article in: my Creed, fuch a fundamen-

| tal of ‘'my Faith, that ‘I know not what any o-

ther Articles would avail) that could beretained
withoutit: . "Now, the Expedient which I would
humbly propofe youmaytake,isas followeth

Firft, That'our Synod,as an Ecclefiaftical Ju-
dicature of Chrift, cloathed with minifterial Au-
thority to att.in concert, in Behalf ot Truth and
in Oppofition to’ Esror, would - do fomthing of
this Kind'at fuch“a Junéture;’ when Error {gems
to grow fo faft, that'unle(s we be well fortified,
it’s like to {wallow: us-up.

Secondly, That in purfuance hereof the Sy-
nod would, by an" A& of their own,  publickly
and authoritatively adopt the I'Vc,,mm_/‘cr Con-
feflion of Faith and Catechiims, &v.  for the
publick Confeffion of our Faith, as we are a
pdltlculdr organized Church:

Thirdly, That further, the Synod would make
an Att to oblige every Fre bytery within their
Bounds, to Obhge every Cc‘nmcatg forthe P/in’ﬂ<

Logy
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ftry, to fubfcribe or ptherwite acknowledge, Coram Drofs
byterio, the faid Confeffion of theirs, Ui, and to promife
not to:preach or teach contrary to it.

Fourtbly, To ‘oblige every a&ual Minilter coming &
mong us ta do the Tike,

Fijthly, To ena&, That if any Minifter within ous
Bounds fhall take take upon him to teach or presch any
Thing contrary to any ' of the {aid Articles; unlefs Fipff
propafe ithe faid Point to the Presbytery or Synod; &
be by them difcalled, he thall be cenfared fo and fo.

Sixthly, Let the Synod recommiend it to all thei
Members, and Mémbers 'to all their Flocks, ta enter)
tain the Trath in Love, to be Zealous and Fruitfal, and

to . be ‘earneft with/God by Prayer to preferve their Vinge
from being {poiled by thefe delnding Foxes; ‘which if thy
cnod fhall {ec caule to do, I hope it may thro’ the
divine Bleffing prevent inwa great Meafure, if not altoge.
ther; our being deluded with ‘the damnable Efrors of ou)
& % T imes; but it not, 'm afraid we may be at laft infe@ed
e with the Errors which fo much prevail elfe-where,
i will oply 2dd one Argument mote to prefs this, viz
It 'to be feared it fuch an Expedient be negledted, (now
1 hope it’s in‘our Power) ere many Years pals over our
Heads, thafe, who now difcern riot the Neceffity thercof,
may fee it when it will be too late; when verhaps the
Number of Truth’s Friends may be too few ta cirry
fuch a Point in the Synod. J
Thus Bretbren, 1 have offered to your Confideration,|
ome ferious. Thoughtsin 2 courfe Drefs: May it pleafe’
’ be Mafter of Affemblics to prefide amang us, and dire&
| influence us in all Things, for his Glory and the
dification of his Church.  So prays your unworthy
Fellgw-labourer in Chriff’s Vineyard, d

ElNIS.
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