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The Neceffity of bolding faft the Truth
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AW HILE we grieve ther

x

fhould be Occafion given
for the following Sermarns
and Appendix, by the Ass
: rival of the Moravian Bre-
Vhren in thefe American Regions ; of
A 2 whole
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i  To the RE AD‘I@ R. ;v

wh ofe emerging out of the Darkncfs
and Errors of Popery we had heard with
Jo in Years paft ; yet we cannot but ;
rejoice that God has animated his Ser- '
wvant, our dear and honoured Brother
" Mr. Temzent, to appear as he here does!
in Defence of the great and important *

Doétrines of the Gofpel, long fince
afferted in the publick Confeffions of the |
reformed Churches of Grear-Britain, i
France and Holland ; and which have’
been from Time to Tlme vindicated in

the Writings of their moft pious and
learned Divines.

- 'We heartily wifh that the Honoura-
ble Count Zinzendorf, and the Bre-}
thren who have attended him hither,
had but given a due Artention to the!
nght of Gofpel Truth held forth to !
‘em in thefe wnited Declarations : But#

zf they are covertly or openly bnngmg
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Tb the READER. 1t

in dangerous Herefies, fubverting the
Souls of our People ; they muft not

——

wonder if we freely withfland them to

their Face, altho’ they come Stran gers
among us, and allo with & Face of

Meekne[s and Love.

We hope we have learnt the 4po/fs-
lical Injunctions to us, on the oneHand
and on the other ; and there is cer-
tainly a bleffed and perfe¢t Confiftency

betweenthem y *  Let brotherly Love
¢

“ tain Strangers; but remzmber them
(44

< them s - < FHold faﬁ the fa‘itltful
“ Word as thou baft been taught ; that
“ you may be able by found Dollrine

 both to exhort and convince Gain-

“ Jayers

* Heb, xiii. 1, 2, 2. Titus i. 10, 11. 172
9 49 0, ’ ’

continue : Be not forgetful to enter-

that are in Bonds as bound with




iv To the READER.

« fayers 5 for there are many unruly
 and vain Talkers .and Seducers, whofe
« Mouths muft be flopped trom fub-
“ werting whole Houfes, teaching T bings
 which they ought not 5 - wherefore
“ rebuke them [barply that they may be

L fozma' i1 the Faith.

+ May thg Lorp blefs to thefe Bre-
thren Strangers, and alfo to the more
immediately endanger’d Flocks in the
Ferfies and  Pennfylvania, this Labour
of Love, and Effort of holy Zeal ; for
the Conviction of the One, and for the
Prefervation of the other, from the
wild and frightful Er7ors, which are
here teftified againft and refuted with
the Fervour of One that has learnt ta
contend egrneftly for the Faith once de-
livered to the Saints ; and with the
Light of a wife Mafler-builder on the

Foundation
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Foundation which Curist and his Apo-.
fles have laid. R

»
-

When this our dear BroTuer, whofe
Praife 1s 1 our Churches thro’ the
Provinces, vifited us. at Boffor two
Years ago, and in the Spirit of the Re-
verend Mr. WHITEFIELD enter’d into his
Labours here ; it pleafed Gop in a
wonderful Manner to crown his abun-
dant Services with Succefs, in the Con-
viction and ( we trult ) Converfion of
many Souls : As thetefore the Name
of Mr. Tennent is greatly endeared to
us, fowe befeech our afcended Saviour,
the Heap of the Church, long to con-
tinue Him for a burning Light and
extenfive Blefling to our Provinces ;
and in particular to ufe zhss faithful,
judicious and feafonable Endeavour of
his Servant, for a Guard and Defence

about his own facred Truzhs and his
glorious
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glorious Work in the Midft of us, which
too many are ready to fpeak evil of and

oppole.

BO_/}M, Dec. 22.'
1742,

Benjamin Colman.

T homas Prince.
. Sobn I'/Ve*élé.’_ |
|  William Cosper.
" Thomas Foxcroft. “

Fofbua G'ec.’..~ "
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The Neceflity of holding faft -
~ the Truth.

»
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ReveraTions I 3.

Remember therefore, bow thou baft beard, and received,
and bold faft. |

SRRIPERY dear Friends and Brethren ¥ You

% % may remember that the Builders of the |

f{ N ';‘.1 Wall of Jerufalem, after the Babylonian
*§ §% Captivity, were obliged becaufe of Oppo-
%§ »$58 fition, to cargy a Sword in one Hand to
”"0'@'0’5% prote@, as well as a Trowel in the other
WP B to build ; and thus muft Zion’s Builders
| do, now in this Time of Oppofition, and
Temptation. = We are told in the Prophecy of Ezekiel,Chap.
g3. that if the Watchman fees the Sword coming ona Land,
lows theTrumpet, and warns the People,however infuccefs-
ful his Labours may prove to fome, he will neverthelefs de-
liver his own Soul : But that if he does not give feafonable
ﬂvya%ng, hx;he Blglod of thofe that perifh will be required at

¢ Watchman’s Hand.

My dear Friends ! to prevent unreafonable Prejudice a-
gaindt this Performance,becaufe of my oppofing fome Perfons
i0 ityavho make a fair Shew in the Fleth, I may obferve and

B affure

', o




2 | Tha Necefity of

affuze you, thar Confcience inform’d by the Word of Gud,
conftrain’d me o do what [ have done, in detecting and op-
poling the erronious Notigns,of a pernicious newSect of Peo-
ple, called Moravian Bretbrein, or Hezenhouters, who have ¥
lately come from Germany into this Country. Love to God,
and his dear and precious Truths, which arc fecretly under-
min’d by the extraordinary fly comnccaling Arts of the Adora-
wvians, obliges me to fpeak out exy.vefly, inorder, as farasit
~ fhall pleafe the Gec. of Truth to ble!s the fume, to give Check ¥
~ to the Spread of that Plague of Leprofy. ;

b

¥

I ftand here in this Defk in the Name of the great and -
dreadful God, and in the Room of our Lord Jefus Chrift, to
found the Alurm-Trump«i, and give fair Warning to this
dear Flock in particular, sind to the Inhobitants of the Land
in general ; by informiny aud afluring :hi2m, that a Spirit of
, Error and Delufion is gone %rth tu deccive the World,  He
that hath Ears to hear, let him hear. 1 frr-ly venture myCha- .’
racter, and am ready, God affifting, to facrifice my Liber- ~
ty, and niy Life, in Defence of the blefled Truths of the Re-
formation, and in dete&ing the Erronious.

If any out of a childifh Credulity, or peevith Obftinacy, -
will not take the Warning given ; my Soul fhall weep in fe- -
cret Places for their Pride !

" I cannot ftand as an unconcern’d Spectator, to behold the
Moravian Tragedy ; my Heart bleeds within me to fce the
- precious Truths of Chrift oppofed, flighted and trodden un- -
der Foot, by our new Reformers ; and that under a Pretext
of extriordinary Sanctity, Love and Meeknefs | My Soul, |
come not into their Scevet 5 unto their Ajfembly, mine Honour, bey
thou not united ! 1t is enough to make aHeart of Iron bleed,to ;.
fee Foxes, little Foxes, {lily creeping into God’s \'ineyard, '
and fpoiling the Vines, and tender Grapes, i. e. young -
Ckriftians, with Enthufiafin, Pride, Error, and Nonfenfe |

But T haften to confider the Words of our Text, which is
an impavtant Counfel, given by our Lord to the Church of .
Sardis, to refleét upon and call to Mind, the Truths they *
had formerlv heard, as well as the affeCtionate Difpofitions !
with which they heard them ; and that they would ufc all+
proper Meanys to preferve and retain them ; a Counfel very i

| proper

.
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bolding faft the T. ruth. 3

proper for the perilous Times in which we live. The Di-
rection our Lord gave in Refpect of hearing the Word elfe~

where, ftrengthens in my Opinion the aforefaid Explica-
tion ; in one Place he fays, Take heed what ye hear, and in
another, Take heed how ye hear ; and indeed in the Nature of
"Thingg, the Manner of doing a Duty, fuppofes the Matter
without which it cannot exiit.

In difcourfing upon this Subje, I thall endeavour to fpeak

to the following Heads.
I. Shew what Truths we fbould more particuiarly remember
and hold faft.
L. Shew what is fuppofed by and implied in our remember=
ing them akd holding of them fajt.
LI.  Why we fhould remember them and hold them: fafi.
And then improve the whole. R

I.  One Head of Difcourfe, is to thow, #hat Truths ws «
fhould more particularly remember and hold faft. .

'To what I would offer under this Head morg directly, 1

would beg Leave to premife a few Words, concerning the
Nature and Kinds of Truth. Here I may obferve that

Truth in it’s general Nature, confifts in Agreement, and is
threefold, viz. metaphifical, logical, and ethical ; the firft
is the'‘Agreement between the Appearance of a Thiag, and
the Thing itfelf reprefented by it ; the fecond confiits in the
Agreement, between the Mind and the Thing it conceives

- of ; i. e. when the Mind conceives of any Thing, really ag
- itis; the third confifts in an Agreement between our Words
~and Minds ; i.e. when we fpeak what we think ; the firft

- Truth is oppofed to Paint and Varnifh, the fecond to Error

- and Falfhood, and the third to Lying ; which confifts in go-

 ing againft the Mind.

 Now my dear Brethrén | There are thefe Truths follow-
Ing more efpecially, which ye thould hold faft to the Death

~ namel

&
B

¢

A

?

1. Zi"he Doé&rine of ConvicTION by the Law of God,
whereby the Sinner is made fenfible of his Sz and Mifery,

| before he obtain convertingGrace ; if we let this precious

T'ruth go with the Moravians ; or in Compliance to a noted
Perfon among them, (who afferted in New-Brunfwick, that
‘ B2 Conviétion
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'Conviftion is not neceflary to Converfion, but hurtful ; and §
that the Prefbyterian Doctrine, refpecting preaching of the
Law is falfe)] fay if we drop theDoétrine ofConviction ; Ifee
neGround of Hope,that ever a fecureWorld will be alarm’d. "
And truly thofe fuppos’dConverfions, whichare not preceeded i}
by a Work ot the Law, are cither in general, ftrong Work-
ings of the Fancy and ‘AffeCtions, mov’d in a natural Way,
as in Tragedies ; or the common Workings of the Spirit as
" in time Believers, and ftony Ground Hearers, or a Delufion
of Satan ! |
Does not Scripture and Reafon hold forth the aforefaid ;
precious Truth ; our Lord promis’d the Spirit to convince :
Men of Sin, of Righteoufnefs and ]udgmené fohn 16.8,9. -
He invites the Weary and Heavy-laden to come to him, and
promifes them Reft, upon their fo doing, Mat. 11.28. He ,
' farther informs us, that he came not to call the Righteous, *
but Sinners to Repentance. That the whole need no Phyfi- »
- eian, but the Sick. Was not the Prodigal made to fee firft t
- that he was perifhing,before he came to hisFather ? Luke 15. *
- Have we not three thoufand Examples of this at one View ? \
~ Aéts 2. 37. 1 might add the Example of the Jaylor, who "
faid trembling, #hat muft 1 do to be [ased ? A&ks 16. and of -
Paul, who being convinced in his Way to Damafcus, faid,
Lord what would thou have me to do ?
Now that the Law is the ufual Mean of Convition, ap-
pears from thefe followingFPlaces of Scripture,Rom.8.15. For
ye have not received the Spirit of Bondage again to fear, but the
Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry Abba Father. Obferve r
~ here, that thefe (Gentile Chriftians of the Roman Nation,had {
theSpirit of Bondage firft ; and whence had they this, by the
- Preaching of theCyofpel ? no furely, but of the Law. "Hence
the Apoftle faith, that by the Law is'the Knowledge of Sin, .
Rom. 3. 20. and that before the Law came he was alive,
(i. €. in his own Apprehenfion) but when the Law came, Sin+.
revived and he died, Rom. 7.q. i.e. when the Law wus
bro’t powerfully home to his Heart by the Holy Ghoft, he
faw his dead State ; this is further confirmed, Gal. 2. 19,
For 1 thro’ the Law am dead to the Law, that I might live unto
God; i, e. Ithro’ the Law,as an Inftrument apply’d,am dead
| to
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to the Law confidered as a Covenant of Works 3 or dead to
all Dependance upon Law-Righteoufnefs for Juftification.

The Apoftle propofeth this Queftion, Gal. 3. 19. Where-
fore then ferveth the Law ? he anfwereth, that it was added
becaufe of Tranfgreffions ;5 1. e. it wasadded as an Appendix
to the Covenant of Grace, to convince Men of their T'ranf-
greflions. Hence the fame Apoftle faith,Rom. 5. 20. More-
ever the Law entered that the Offence might abound 3 and in-
deed the Cafe is really fo, the Law as a Sword muft enter our
Confeiences, before dSin will abound in our Apprehenfion
fenfibly : Is the Law then againft the Promife, (faith the
Apoftle, Rom. 3.21.) God forbid. No the Law is go=d,
if it be ufed lawfully, if it be preached not asa Covenant of
Works for Juftification ; but as a Mean to convince Sinners
of their Guilt and Mifery, their Inability tosfulfil it, and fo
of their abfolute ieed of Chrift, and the Mercies of the
New Covenant thro’ him. And thus inftead of oppofing
Chrift and the Covenant of Grace, it is the moft eftfeétnal
Mean of promoting our Eftcem of and Complyance with
both. The Latw was our School-Mafier ts bring us to Chrift,
toat we might be juftified by Faith, Gal. 3. 24. And that
altho’ Belicvers are now under a milder Difpenfation, of the
Gofpel, than the Jewith Church was ; being freed from the
Yoke of the ceremonial Law entirely, and from the frequent
and terrible Inculcations of the moral. Hence is that of the
Apoftle, Heb. 12. 18. /7% are not come to the Mount that
might be touched, and that burned with Fire, ------ But to
Mounm: Zion the City of the living God.

‘The Gofpel Church being come to her full Age, is treat-
ed as fuch, and hath more Knowledge of her Priviledges
than; the jewith, who was but in an infant State ; yet Unbe-
{zevers are in the fameCondition now as then. Mark 16.16.
Jobn 3. 36. , _

It would be no Priviledge, but a great Lofs to the Gofpel
Church, to be depriv’d of this twofold Ufe of the Law ;
namely, to convinceSinneys & dire@ Saints. Do we make void
the Law by Faith, fays th& Apoftle ; nay we effablifh the Law.

Reafon it felf will inftru® us, that until poor Souls be
alarmed out of the deep Sleep of Sin, they are not difpofed

B 3 to
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" to value Mercy thro’ Chrift much, nor to defire after it, and
' labour for it, with due Earneftnefs and Importunity: And
~ until they feel 2 Work of the Law difcovering and humbling
of them, they are neither difpofed to bow before a foverd’ . 1
- God, nor to give him the Glory of his Grace, both which

are neceflary Duties. To talk of ufing the Gofpel as the *

~ only or principal Mean of the Conviction of Sinners, is very

ignorant and foolith, and fhews little Knowledge of divine

Things ; it’s juft like putting.the Plow before the Oxen.
To offer a Remedy before the Difeafe and Danger is open-
ed, is but to pleafe and deceive a wicked World, and make

them fleep the fafter in their dangerous Security ! Does not
the Experience of good Men, confirm this Truth of Convic- ..
tion ! Methinks dear Brethren ! we thould be willing to parg

with the lait Drop of Blood out of our Veins, before we part

with it, Remember therefore how thou haft heard and hold faft.

2. Yehave heard FA1TH explained, as confiffing (prin-

 etpally) in our recervingChrift Jefus, in all bis Offices, and upon :
- bis own Terms ; namely, thofe of taking up the Crofs, Self- °
denial, and following of him, and that with Humility, Deli- "
beration, Readinefs, and Refolution. This the holy Scrip-

tures exprefly aflert, Fobn 1. 12. Col. 2. 6. Mat. 16. 24.

Luke 14. 28, Luke 19.5. 2 Tim. 3. 12. Hold faft this pre-
cious Truth, my dear Brethren! againft the pernicious '
Do&trine of the Moravians ; who hold that Faith confifts in ..

a Perfwafion that our Sins are pardoned, and that Chrift died
for us ; this Notion wants a fcriptural Foundation, and is
contrary to Reafon. Affurance is-2 Fruit of Faith, and
therefore it’s diftinét from its Nature, and fo feparable :

@

;.

The Apcftle Paul obferves, Ephe. 1. 13. that the Ephefian |
Chriftians were fealed with the Holy Spirit of Promife, after

they believed. Here you may fee that they had Faith before
they attained to the comfortable Knowledge of it: The
Apoftie Fohn alfo fpeaks to the fame Purpofe, 1 John 5. 13
Yhefe Things have I written unty you, that belicve on the Name

| p{‘ the Son of (rod, that ye may knowy that ye have eternal Life. .|

t is alfo evident from the Nature of Things, that a Thing
muft be before it be known to be.

TN

If

Pz



bolding faft the Truth, y

If the Effence of Faith confifted in the aferefaid Perfwa-
fion, then the Lofs thereof would deftroy the very Being
of Faith, and fo prove a falfe and perverfe Do&rine to be
true, namely the falling away of the Saints, For we find
according to the holy Scriptures, that the Saints of God are
expofed to Jong Defertions, diftrefling Doubts and Fears,
yea to Defpair itfelf. Ifa. so. 10. Who is among you, that
feareth the Lordy and obeyeth the Viice of his Servant @ and
walketh in Darknefs, and feeth no Light, let him truft in the
Name of the Lord, and flay himfelf upon his God.  See alfo the
diftrefling Cafe of the Pfalmift, Pfal 7. he retufed to be
comforted, remember’d God and was troubled.--- his Spifit
was cverwhelmed.  And of Heman, Plal.88. 1 am as a Man
that hath no Strength, like the flain that lie in the Grave, whom
thou vemembreft no more 5 thou baft laid me in the lrw:ft Pit, in
Darknefs, inthe Decps, thy Wrath lieth hard upon me,*and
thou baft afflicted me with all thy Weves. 1 hope you will not
reject thefe Proofs, becaufe they are produced out of the Old
‘Teftament, after the Example of the Moravians. Truly if
the Old Teftament be rejeéted, I can fee no fufficient Rea-
fon, why the New fhould be received ; for the latter is but
a Fulfilment of the forther, and a Superftruéture built upon
that Foundation ; and if the Foundation is overfet,the whole
Fabrick is ruined. But to return,

If the Nature of Faith confifts in the aforefaid Perfwafion,
then upon the Suppofition that univerfal Redemption is a
falfeDoétrine, ( which I fhall aftcrwards prove ) and that it is
everyMan’s Duty to believe ; it will follow according to this
Scheme, that fome are obliged by theCommand of God to be-
lieve{alfo, that Chrift has died for them, when the Cafe is
not 1o.

If there be fuch a Thing as Prefumption, namely, a
believing that our Sins are forgiven, when they are not
forgiven, (which I fhall afterwards prov;/% and that this
Prefumption is finful, then according to the Moravian Notion
of Faith, (which is the fame with the Antinomians) God
himfelf has obliged naturalMen by his ownPrecept, to commit
lmqynty, which is a monftrous Blafphemy ! In fhort this
Antinomian Moravian Faith, looks more like a ftrong Pre-

| B4 fumption,

-
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~ fumption, than the Faith of God’s Ele€t. In the Parable %‘;
. of the Sower, our Loxd informs us, thatfome Seed fell upon :
ftony Places, and forthwith it {prung up, becaufe it had no
Deepnefs of Earth ; and in his Explication thereof, he faith, 3
but he that received the Seed into ftonyPlaces, the fame is
he that heareth the Word, and anon with Joy receiveth it, .«
~ yet he hath not Root in himfelf. (Mat. 13.) but the good i
Groynd is faid to bring forth Fruit with Patience. Luke8.15. »

- The poor Man that believ’d in the Gofpel, cry’d with; '
Tears, Lord I belicve, help my Uubelief. Our Saviour re-§
preved his Difciples fharply for the Weaknefs of their Faith, ;
for their Slownefs to believe, Luk. 24. 25. Then be faid unto’
them, O Fools and flow of Heart to belicve ! T'rue Faith is-
certainly oppofed by our corrupt Nature, and by Satan..
Hence we are bid to fight the Fight of Faith, 1 Tim. 6. 12.
and faid to wreftle with Principalities and Powers, Eph.6.12. -
‘True Faith grows from fmall Beginnings to greater Strength ;

" hence the Faith of the Theflalonians is faid to grow exceed-:
~ingly, 2 Thef. 1. 3. 'What then can we reafonably fuppofe

. that Faith to be, which has no humbling Preparatives, no
after Conflicts and Troubles, and confifts not in a receiving.
of Chrift, or entire refting upon him for Salvation ?  What

is it but a forry Mufhroom of a Night’s Growth, unworthy -
of the Name of Faith. .

In the mean Time, I will not pretend to limit Omnipo-
tency ; the great Lord of the Univerfe may in his abfolute
Sovereignty, poffibly in fome few Inftances vouchfafe his
Grace in an extraordinary Manner ; but the general Courfet 1
- of his Proceedings, if we believe the Scriptures is agreable @ .

- the aforefaid Reprefentation.  Poflibly fome few Perfon:
~ have a full Affurance at their firft Clofure with Chrift ; but .
- that this is not general, is cvident from what has been already =
- offered.

If it be urged in Favour of the Moravians, That if the.
aforefaid Notion of Faith be a Miftake, it is but what many
of great Note, among the firft Reformers maintain’d.

A.  Suppofing it were fo, it would not alter the Nature of
Error,becaufe fome goodMen were guilty of it.  Weare to é
follow the beft of Men, no farther than they follow Chriftié

wild.
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will it excufe the horrible Crimes of Ifurder and Adultery,
becaufe David was guilty of them ?

But the Truth is, I know of none of the Divines properly
call’d reformed, who have maintain’d upon the Moravian
Plan, that Faith confifts in a Perfwafion that Chrift died for
us. If any of them have profefled that Aflurance was in-
:iuded in the Nature of Faith, yet it ought to be confidered

at they did not at the fame Time hold univerfal Redempti-
on ; which much alters the Cafe, for when a Perfon believes
that Chrift died for every one, it muft needs be very eafy and
natural] to believe, that he died for him ; for the Latter is
neceflarily included in the Former: But it is not fo eafy to
believe that Chrift died for us upon the Scheme of particular
Redemption. |

Befides fome of the reformed Divines who have given into
the aforefaid Notion of Affurance, have diftinguifh’d it into
different Degrees, and thereby fignify’d that it was not their
Opinion, that all who believed had the higheft Degree of
Aflurance, which feems to be the Moravian Notion.

Not to fay that it is more excufable that fome in the
Dawn of the Reformation, thro’ the Heat of Debate with the
Papifts, (who believe that Aflurance is not attainable) fhould
be drawn into another Extream, than that fo long after the
Light of the Reformation had fione, in its meridian Glory,

a new Sect who profefs a fingular San®‘ty. fhould embrace
the aforefaid pernicious Error ; which tends fo much to dif-
trefs many of the poor Saints of God, without juft Caufe,
who ought to be comforted, and fo to embarrefs their Way
to their Father’s Kingdom. |

IT it be again objected, That to fay that Affurance is not
Jncluded in the Nature of Faith, or neceflarily annexed to it,
1s to encourage Prefumers. ' |

A. No, by no Means! For tho’ a Perfon may have |
true Faith, and not know that he hath it, yet he muft |
needs know the Aétings cf his own Soul.  Ordinarily he can
remember that he has been made fenfible of his total Want of
Faith, ¥obn 16. 8, g. his Inability to believe, as well as the
Oppofition madagainit his Faith ; his affecting Apprehen-
fion of Chrift’s All-fufficiency and Willir mefs to fave ; and

his |
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- his Dependance upon Chrift’s Rxghteou.ﬁiefs alone for Ac-

. ceptance, undera Senfc of the Infufficiency of hisown. He
- muft alfo be fenfible of fome Change wrought upon his Will,
Affections, and Practice ; tho’ he may qu<=&10n whether
they be of a faving Kind. f

Now if a Perfon imagines that he hath Faith, and has *
not found the aforefaid Experiences, he dcceiveth himfedf. &
Such Perfons as do reft fecurely upon this Ground, viz. That .
Perfons may have Faith and not know it, and neither prefs |
after Affurance, nor bewail the Want of it, and are Stran-
gers to the Experience of a Work of the Law and Gofpel
upon their Hearts, are miferable Hypocrites ! "

I think that the Command of God to examinc ourfelves,
and make our Calling and Election fure, plainly fuppofes the
Uncertainty of our Knowledgc about them, before the Ufe
of thefe Means. |

My dear Brethren ! Let us hold faft this precious Truth,
ageinft all Oppofition whatfoever.

3. Yehave heard, that FarTH is the MEANS of Jus-
TIFICATION, and ofaleo;ute NECESSITY o eternal Salva-
tion. ‘Thefe Thmgs, the Scriptures of Truth fully aflert,
Rom. 3. 28. Therefore we conclude that a Man is juftified by
Faith without the Deeds of the Law ; and Mark 16. 16. He
that belicveth fhall be faved, but he that belicveth not fhall be
damned. Lct us hold faft thefe important Truths, my dear
Brethren ! againft the perilous and pernicious Doltrines of
the Antinomians and Moravians, namely, That thofe who
are juftify’d, are juftify’d from Eternity in the Sight of God,

.and a&ually from the Time of Chrift’s Death, and that F aith

is not neceflary to Salvation.
Now becaufe that eternal Juftification,is the proton pfeudssy
the firft and fertile Falfhood of all the Antinomian Abomina-

“tions, the fatal Fountain from which thofe poifonous Streams

do flow, which difhonour the Religion of Chrift, contradict
its grand Defign (which is Holinefs,) and fap its very Foun-
dations ; I think it needful to offer a few Confiderations, to
o.rerfet this Monfter of Impiety. And herg let me obferve,
tuat tne Doétrine of eternal Juftification, contradits the holy
Scriptures,
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Scriptures, which inform us that we are juftify’d by Faith.
Rom. 3. 28.

o —

Now if we are juftify’d romEternity,we are juftify’d before |

Faith, (for Faith is wrought in the Ele& inTime, £ph.1.1 :i,l
and then muft not thofe Scriptures, according to this Plan
falfe, which aflert our Juftification by Faith? For is it pof-

fible fairly to reconcile a Juftification from Eternity, and a

Juttification in Time together, a Juftification before Faith,
and after Faith together ? I fee not how it can be done, un-
til Time and Eternity, before and after, be proved the fame.

The facred Scriptures inform us, that all the Eleét as well

as others, are by Nature Children of W::ath, under the Curfe

of the Law, under the Condemnation of the Gofpel, and
guilty before God, Eph.2.1. Gal. 3. 10. Fobn 3. 18, 36.

Rom. 3.19. Now to fay that thofe were juftified from

Eternity, is to aflert the greateft and moft irreconcilable
Contradictions : it is in Effect to fay, that the Elect are freed
entirely from the Guilt of Sin, but are notwichftanding ufer
the full Weight of it ; that they are curfed and blefled at the
fame Time ; under Wrath, and Heirs of the Promife ; Chil-
dren of God and of the Devil at the fame Infant ; condem-
ned and juftified at once. Now can any livitg Man recon-
cile thofe contradictory Propofitions, without overthrowing
the Nature of Things, and blending Light with Darknefs ?
Suppofing this impofiible Chimera to be true, viz. That a
Man fhould be in the aforefaid contrary States at one Time,
and bro’t to the Confines of the Grave, where muft his Soul
go at ‘ts Exit ! not to Heaven, for he is under the Curfe of
the Law, the Condemnation of the Gofpel ; not to Hell !
for he is freed from the Guilt of Sin, and has a Title to eter-
nal Glory ; where muft it go then, but to the feign’d Purga-
tory of the Papifts? Do not therefore wonder, that fome
of the Moravians, and Long-Beards, who are their Brethren
(in Refped of their Spirit and main Principles) fhould ftumble
Into the ridiculous Notion of turning Hell it felf into aPurga-
tory, by believing that the Torments of theDamned there,are
but for a certain Space of Time : However this Notion is
fo grofs and fcandalous, that fome of the Moravians are
afhamed to own it. | '

This }
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This Fancy of turning Hell into a Purgatory, is worfe than
the Notion of the Papifts, becaufe they believe the Eternity

of Hell Torments as to fome. --~- [§ overfets one of the prin-

cipal Barriers againft Vice and Incentives to Religion and
Vertue, it tends to difband the World, and open the Flood-
Gates to all Immorality and Anarchy,

It .. vain for the Patrops of the aforefaid perilous Figment,

to urge in Defence thereof, this Plea, that the original Word
for Eternity, fignifies but an Age, or fome Ages, for the
fame Word is apply’d to God and to the Happinefs of the
Blefled, and therefore they may from hence as juftly argue,
that the Happinels of the Blefled, yea that the Being of God
himfelf, fhall laft but for a few Ages, whichis damnable

Blafphemy ! In the 25th Chapter of Matthew and laft Verfe,

the Happinefs of the Saved, and the Miferies of the Damned
are fet in a direct Antithefis or Oppofition, and the fame ori-

ginal Word is apply’d to both ; therefore they may as well

conclude, that the Former will be temporary as the Latter. -

§

¥
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It is notoriouflyderogatory to the Satisfacion of Chrift,

and to the infinite Juftice of God provoked by Sin, to ima-
gine that Creatures can make Atonement for it, and fo pay
the utmoi: Fégthing. The Damned being covered with
Wrath, and unable either to bear the Load, or efcape from

under it, will be filled with Rage and Blafphemy againft

God, und fo will increafe their Guilt inftead of atoning for .

it. But to return from this Digreflion.
The facred Scriptures reprefent Juftification, as an Adt,
or Sentence pafled in Tire coming, therefore it cannot be

from Eternity ; fee Gal. 3. 8. The Scriptures forefeeing
that God would jufbify the Heathen thro* Faith, preached be-

fore the Gofpel unto Abraham. See, Faith muft be preach-
ed before the Heathens Juftification, how then could they be
juftified from Eternity, was Faith preached from Eternity ?
Gal. 2.16. Even we have believed in'FefusChrift sthat we might
be juftified by the Faith of Chriff. Rom. 4. 23, 24. Now it
was not written for his jake alone, that it was imputed to
him, but for us alfs, to whom it fball be imputed, if we believe
in bim. Ia. §3. x1. By his Knowledge fhall my righteous Ser-
vant juftify many. a. 45.2, 5. Inthe Lord all the Secd of

Ifracl
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Ifracl fball be juftified. Rom. 3. 30. Seeing it is one God, who
fball jufbify the Circumcifion by Faith, and the Uncircumcifion
thro’ Faith. 'The Order in which our Juftification is plac’d, |
is fet in a ftrong Light, Rom. 8. 33. Moreover,whom he did
predeftinate, them be alfo called, and whom be called, them be
alfo juftified, andwhom he juftificd, them be aifo glorified. Ex- |
cellent Mr. Flavel obferves, ¢¢ That it is abfurd to place
«¢ Vocation before Predeftination, or Glorification before
¢¢ Juftification ; fure then (fays he) it muft be abfurd alfo,
«¢ to place Juftification before {”ocation ; the one as well as
<¢ the other, confounds and breaks the Scripture Order ; you
¢ may as well fay Men fhall be glorified that were never
<¢ juftified, as fay they may be juftified before they believed
‘¢ or exifted.” » |

How irrational and unaccountable it is, to believe that
any fhould be juftified from Eternity, will appear. if'we con-
fider alittle the Nature of Juftification ; which s an actual
freeing of Perfons from the Guilt of Sin, and giving them a
R.ight to Salvation. |

Now how can any be freed from the Guilt of Sin from
Eternity, unlefs we fuppofe them actuaily guilty of Sin from
Eternity. But how canCreaturcs aét,before they are,or exift ?
Every Creature is the Birth of T'ime, before he is conceiv’d
in Time, he is fubje&t to no Law ; and where there is no
Law, there is no Tranfgreflion aCtual, and where there is no
‘Tranfgreflion cither actual or virtual, there can be no Guilt ;
tor that is an Obligation to endure Punifhment for Sin, thro’
the Force and Virtue of the Threntnings anncxed to the
Breach of theLaw ; and where there is neitherGuilt,nor Sin,
nor Punithment, there can be no Juftification, which is a
Freedom therefrom.

To fay that the Flet are juftify’d from Eternity, is in Ef-
fect to fay, that nothing finn’d from all Eternity, and that
nothing was juftify’d, which is abfurd! for the Ele& before
they exift are nothing in Refpe&t of atual Sin.

Ifit be objected, that what has been faid will oppofe the
L' .rees of God. I anfwer no, by no Means ! for the De-
crec confiders future Beings and future A@ions, Epb. 1. 4.
But Juftification refpeds Perfons prefent or cxifting, and

Allions
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Actions paft. It is a real or actual Change of the State, and |
refpes a Sinner as actually ungodly, Rom. 4.5, Butcan B
that which is not,be rcally and adtually changed # Can a Per- §
fon be ungodly before he is at all in Being !  Befides I fec not f
how this Difficulty can be removed that lies in the Way of f
eternal Juftification, viz. It will fuppofe that the Sin of K
Mankind, and their Juftification from it, bore an equal f
Date ; both being eternal, for in Eternity there is no before §
or after. Now this is impoffible in the Nature of Things, |
that atual Frecedom from Sin, fhould be parrallel in Duration 1§

with Sin itfelf, for the latter in the Order of Nature and
Time goes before the former.

It is very fhocking to confider, what Difhonour this Doc-
trine of eternal Juftification, refleéts upon our Lord Jefus
Chrift, and how it fups the very Foundations of his Gofpel.

It is a*Branch of the Redeemer’s Gilory, that he has fatis-
fied divine Juftice for his People’s Sins, and paid their Debts
by his Blood and Obcdience. Gal. 3.13,14. 2 Cor.5.18--21,
Phil. 2.8. Butaccording to the Plan of eternal Juftification,
there was no Sin to be fatisfied for, no Debt to pay ; for can
it be fuppofed, that a Creature can fin before Eternity, or
that after he is juftified from Sin, he is notwithftanding in
Debt by it to divine Juftice ? this*would be a Juftification,
and no Juftification! Well, if there be no Debt to pay,
Chrift’s Satisfaction is deftroyed ; for it is hereby rendered
needlefs and ufelefs.  And thus you fee a Foundation Truth,
namely the Satisfaction of Chrift deftroyed, by this Antino-
mian Moravian Doétrine of eternal Juftification ! Luther
juftly obferved refpeing Juftification, That it was the Arti-
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cle of a ftanding or fallingChurch ; now when it is judged to -

be cternal, it is made null and void as has been obferved.

If the EleCt are juftified from Eternity, then how can
our Lord be faid to be their Saviour ? fecing that according
to this Schemic, they were never lidble to Deftruétion.  If it
be faid, that the Elct were not juftified till the Time of
Chrift’s Death, then what became of thofe that died before
it ! Could thofe be faved who were not juftified ? How un-
juftifiable and uncharitable muft it be, to condemn to the

| ' Flames

.
’

’
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Flames in Effect, all thofe that died before the Coming of

our Saviour !

The Doétrine of eternal Juftification renders Faith unne-
ceflary, (in an abfolute Senfe) for according, to that, theElect
are juftified before it.  And by the fame Argument it ftrikes
down the Foundations of Repentance, it reprefents Sin as a
meer Trifle, not worthy of our Fear or Sorrow, by fignifi-
inz that God is at Peace with thofe that are under its Do-
minion | it takes away all Arguments of {"crror,by which a
fecure World fhould be alarmed, and opens deadly Avenues
to all Manner of Licencioufnefs ; and thus it tears up by
the Roots all natural and reveal’d Religion !

If it be objeted that Chrift was a publick Perfon, and
therefore that what he did and fuffered, is to be looked upon
as done and fuffered by thofe he reprefented. o

A.  As none are guilty of Adum’s Sin, tho’ he was
a publick Head of the Covenant of Works, till united to him
by a Participation of the fame Nature with him, fo none are
juftified by the Righteoufiiefs of Chrift the fecond Adam, un-
til by Faith they receive it, and are thereby united to him.

It will not avail to fay, that becaufe God’s Nature and
Iove are unchangeable, that therefore the Eledt were jufti-
fied from Eternity. 4. It will not follow, tho’,God is not
changeable, we are, and therc is 2 manifeft Difference be-
tween God’s Purpofes and theExecution of them ; the afore-
faid Reafoning would conclude the World and all the Crea-
tures in it to be made from Eternity, becaufe there was a
Purpofe concerning their Prodution from Eternity. But
this s falfe, thercfore the other is fo, which is built upon the
fame Plan of Reafoning. As to what the Scriptures fay
concerning the everlafting Lovz of God to his Eleét, I think
that ufual Diftinction which is obferved by found Divines,
helps to remove the Difficulty, viz. That there is a Love of
Benevolence, and Complacence, the former fignifies the
%;gc.ious Purpofe of God towards his Ele@, and the latter the

elight he takes in them when converted, Cant. 2. 14. it is
onlyin the former Senfe the Lord is faid to love his Eleét Yefore
their Converfion,  Befides it cannot be truly faid of God that
there is any proper Paffion in him.  If any by the cverlafting

Love
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Love of God to his Ele&, imagine that the Guilt of Sin is re- ¢
moved from them aftually, before they exift or believe, |§
which is the Point in (beﬁion, they exprefly contradic&t both §
Scripture and Reafon. Fob. 3. 18. Reafon teaches that (non #
entis nulla funt accidentia) that which is not, cannot be
either juftified or condemned ; where there is nd Guilt it ¥
carnot be removed.
Not to add that to fet forth God’s Love, as in every Re- |
fpect the fame to thof: who are under the Dominion of Sin, ¥
and to thofe who are freed from it ; 1s to crofs the Current ofi
Scripture, which reprefents the blefled God as angry with
Smmers, and pleafed with his fincere Servants thro’ his Son.
It alfo tends to make us look upon Sin as a very Tnﬂe,whlch
we need not be much concerned about any Way.

Behold my dear Brethren | what a difmal Foundation is
here laid for all Manner of Impiety, and that under the fpeci-
ous Umbmge of Goipel Knowledge and Sanéity ! Thefe
Paflages of Scripture, viz. where Chrift is faid to be-the :
Lamb flain from the Foundation of the World ; and that "
God was reconciling the World to himfelf, not imputing -
their Trefpaffes to them, 2 Cor. 5. 19. and that Chrift has
made Peace thro’ the Blood of his Crofs, Col. 1. 20. and
Rom. 5. g,-10. and that the Grace of God in Chrift was ¥
given us before the World began ; can confiftently with the
Current of Scripture, the Analogy of Faith, and Dl&ates of

- right Reafon, be fuppofecl to mean no more than thefe Things
following, namely, (1) That there was a gracious Purpo%
in God from Eternity, to vouchfafe Bleflings on his People j
in Time. (2) That there was a fufficient Foundation laid
by the Sufferings and Obedience of Chrift, for the atual -
Reconciliation of the Ele@ to God in Time. (3) That
there was and is a Sufficiency of Grace treafured up in Chrift
as Mediator, Head of his Church, and Fountain of ]nﬂuence,
to be communicated to the Elect upon their Clofure with him.
Which in fome Places of Scripture is reprefented by theTime
paft, to fhew the Certainty of the Event. For the fame
Reafon the Commg of our Lord to Judgment is reprefentcd
as prefent tho’ it be future. Rev. 1. 7. i
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» If this Diftincion be offered to paliate the Antinomian Doc-
trine, which I am oppofing, namely that the Eleét are juf-
tified from Eternity as confidered in Chrift, but not as con-
fidered in themfelves : I anfwer,that it is impofiible to recon-
cile two contradictory Propofitiens, or to blend Light and
Darknefs together : the plain Englith of the aforefaid Dif-
tin&ion is juft this, that the Elect in different Refpets, are
ingcontrary States at one Time, at once they are both jufti-
fied and condemned, this is in the Nature of ;Things impoffi~
ble ; for if they are juitified they can’t at the fame Time be
condemned, becaufe Juftification is a Freedom from it : we
may fay with as great Reafon that the Ele€t (as confidered in
the Decree ) were effeCtually called, fanclified, and faved
from Eternity actually, which is falfe and abfurd, or that
we our felves in the aforefaid Refpet, exifted and acted from
all Eternity, which you know is ridiculous !

If it be again objected, That Things to come are prefent
withGod,that oneDay is with theLord as a thoufand Years---
therefore the Elect age juftified from Eternity, in the Sight
of God : I deny the Confequence, for by this Way of Rea-~
foning the World would have been actually made from Eter-
nity, in the §ight of God ; which is falfe.  Jehovah who is
all Eye,looks not on Things in a falfeLight. If it be reply’d,
that the. Elect had a Reprefentative from all Eternity, but
the World had none, and therefore that the Cafe is diﬁ};rent 3
to anfwer this I offer thefe two Things, (1.) That accord-
ing to the Antinomian Moravian Scheme of eternal Juftifica~
tion, there was no need of a Reprefentative at all, there be-
ing nothing to pay. And (2.) As to the World, it had all
the Reprefentative it was capable of, and there was any Ne-
ceffity for, namely the Decree of God, that Pattern in the
Mount, according to which, this fpacious and magnificent.
Structure was exaélly form’d.

Again may we not fay, that T%ngs paft are prefent with
God, as well as Things to come. *And hence may we not
argue after the aforefaid Manner thus, viz. That the World
is ftill a creating in the Sight of God, that the Flood now co-
versit, that the Cities of the Plain, viz. Sodom and Gomor-
raby &c. are now a Fire, thag Ifrael is paffing thro’ the ged |

‘ C ca,
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Sea, fighting with Og *King of Bafban, and Sihon King of
Hefbbon. What mad Work would it be to form our Pmy ers
according to this Scheme, namely, to'pray for the Protection
of Adam in the Garden, of Noab in the Flood, of Lst in
Sodom, and ef Ifracl among their Enemies ! Ma) we not
conceive of a Dcbt’s being fully paid by a Surety, and *yet
fuch a Plan laid previous to it, that the Debtor fhall have no
actual Intereft therein, or actual Bencfit theceby, until he Qe
enabled to come,up to fuch honourable T'erms, as fhall cx-
prefs his Senfe of the Beneﬁt “and Gratitude to his Benefac-
tOl'

. Ye have heard, that unconverted Perfons are under the

LAW, and that the Law is a Rule of Life to Belicverss  And
'does not the Scripture fay fo? Rom. 3. 19. Whatfoever the

Law fays, it fays to thofe that are under the Law, that every
Mouth might be flopped, and the whole IV orld become guilty before

God. Here obferve, that fome, yea that all are, while in
a State of Nature, under the Law, and guilty before God.
‘Take Notice that the Apoftle fpake thefe, Words to the Ro-

‘man Gentiles, who enjoyed the Gofpel Dxfpenfatlon ; and-

.does not the fame Apoftle tell the Galatzam, Gal. 3. 10. That
every one is curfed, that continueth not in all T/z s that arc
written in the Book of the Law to do them. But wh thould
the Apuitle fpeak of the Law at all to the (:alatxan»éfenttles,
ifit belong’d to none but the jews, as the Moravians dream ?

Does not the Apoftle pronounce Peace upon thofe, who
walk accerding to this Rule, and has not our Saviour aflured
‘us, that he came not to deftroy the Law, but to fulfil it?
' Let us hold faft this preciousTruth,my dear Brethren ! againit

“the dangerous and deteftable Doétrines of the Moravians, one
of whom afferted in New-Brunfwick, that the unconverted
Gentiles were not under the Law, and that the Law was not -
‘a Rule of Life to Believers. O my dear Brethren, do not

thefe Notions tend to drea ful Security, and Licencioufnefs !

for if there be no Law, tH®re is no Tranfgreffion. Accord-'

ing to this Notion the vileft Wickednefs would be no .Sin,

and fo there would be no Caufe of Sorrow for it. Seeing the
moral Law is grounded upon the unalterable Natures, Rela-" -
txons, and Reafon of Things, and confequently inv anably

holyy
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holy, juft, and good ; the Tranfcript of the moral Excellen-
cies of the divine Nature ; and thus the very Standard and
Scale of Goodnefs, which is but a Conformity to the fupream
Being. It cannot therefore be changed. It muft then be
exceeding difhonourable to the moft high Jehovah, and

wounding to the true Interefts of his Kingdom, to fpeak di-

minitively of his blefled Law ! T2z, this, overfets the very
Foundations of felicion, and rends in Pieces all the Barriers
between Virtue 238d Vice, this leaves us Without a Rule of
A&ion,and fo expofes us as an eafyPrey to theWiles of enthu-
fiaftical Delufion. And how can it withReafon be fuppofed,
that natural Men fhould be freed from the Law, as a Cove-
nant of Works, which they have broken, until they be made
fenfible hercof, and comply with the Terms of the new
Covenant i Can a Perfon have any Intereft in the Benefits of
a,conditional Contract, until he complys with the Terms or
Condition, upon which a Right to the Benefits is fufpended ?
Although there be no proper Conditions in the Covenant of
Grace, yet there are Terms, or Conditions improperly fo
called, which have a fufpending Virtue thus far, viz. that
we have no Right to the Blefings of the new Covenant, til

we are cnabled to comply with them.  Until Faith be forgned

in us, we are under Condemnation : it is true we have no

Power to believe of our felves, ncither is there any Merit in

any At of ours, to deferve a Blefling : But God who is ab-
folute Sovercion of the World, and Lord of his own Trea-

fures, has been pleafed to conftitute this Methoad, for the

Conveyance of his Benefits ; which refleéts Honour upon his
Wifdom. This reprefents the State of Sinners in fuch a
Drefs of Teerror, as has a Tendency to affet and alarm
them, and fo prepare them for the dear Redeemer. This
opens the Aggravations of Sin, and in a Glafs prefents to our
View its malignant Nature and crimfon Aggravations, in 2
frong and affe@ting Light ; which nobly tends to raife
our Indignation againtt it: And this points to an unerring
Dire@or of our Way, which is worthy of our Efteem and
Reverence, and moft confcientious Obfervance ! |
If any fhould obje, That fome Paflages of Paul’s Epif-
tles feem to fpeak flightly of the Law, it ought to be confi-
C2 dered,
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dered, -that fome in his Day, as well as in other Ages, de-
pended upon the Works of the Law for Juftification, Rom.
' 10. 2, 3. and fome laboured to introduce the Obfervation of
. the ceremonial Law. ThefeThings theApoftle oppofes : in
~ the Paflages refer’d to, he fpeaks not of the moral Law, ab-
. folutely and in it felf confidered, but refpectively as pointing |
' to the aforefaid Abufe of it, which fome were guilty of. If |
. the: Apoftle had fpoke flightily of the mo? Law confidered
~ abfolutely, he would have contradi&ted himlelf, for elfewhere
~ he gives it high and honourable Epithets and Encomiums, by
~ calling it holy, juft and good. ,
- Neither does he fpeak flightily of the Ceremonial ,confi- |
- dered in it felf, as introduétory to a brighter Difpenfation of |
- the Gofpel, for in that Refpect it was worthy of Efteem ; but
- comparatively, as being obfcure and inferiour, when com-
- pared with the more fpiritual and more clear Difpenfation of .
- the Gofpel fince the Coming of eur Lord, and as unnecefla- [
" 1y to be obferved, after the Advent of the Antitype.
~ Ifany do farther objet, in Favour of the Antinomians .
- and Moravians, that Luther the famous Reformer in Germany, -
. was of their Opinion refpe&ing the Law, as appears by many
- dirinitive Expreflions of his iRl Relation to it, in his Expli- &
cation of the Epiftle to the Galatians, and elfewhere.
. A. No, by no Means ! Luther was far from being an i
Antinomian, he has wrote exprefly and pungently againt ?5
their peftilent Notions. If it would not fwell this Effay to &
too great a Bulk, Iwould tranfcribe a Letter of his againft =
them, in which he flings them with a poignant Style and E
brands them with the moft contemptible Epithets. He ex-
prefly fays, that they were one of the Blafts, which the Devil *
had blown at him. He did by his Reafoning put to Silence *
one of the Heads of that Party, who kept ftill during Luther’s -
Life ; but afterwards blaz’d abroad his own Shame. Where
Lutber fpeaks feverely of the Law, it is only in Refpect of
the following Abufe of it, namely, when Believers under :.
"Temptation and inward Diftrefs, apply it to their Terror and :
Condemnation.  For elfewhere he fpeaks honourably of it,
afferts its Neceflity, and defcribes its Ufe, in preparing Per- ~
-fons forChrift,and in direting Believers. If any defire m{Oll‘f
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full Satisfaction about this, let them read that excellent Book
of famous Rutherford, entitled, A Survey of Antinomianifm ;

i

|
i

where he has largely vindicated Luther from the Afperfions |
of the Antinomians. It ought alfo to be confidered that

Luther was a Man of ftrong Paffions, and therefore whatever
he exprefs’d, he fet in a ftrong Li~ht.

5. Ye have heard much of the anger of PRESUMPTION,
and our [nclination to it naturally. ~This is agreable to the
Word of God.  Solomon obfzrves, that There is a Way which

feemeth right unto a Man, but the End thereof is the Way of

Death. Prov. 14. 12. and 16. 25 ; and elfewhere he faith, |
There s that maketh himfelf rich, and yet is poor. The Prophet
Jeremiah oblerves, That the Heart of Man is deceitful, and |
defperately wicked, who can know it ¢ Jer. 17. 9. Whatour
Lord charges upon the Church of Laodicea, may be apply’d

to the natural Difpofition of all Mankind ; all are inclin’d by

Naturc to think themfelves rich, and encreafed with Goods,

while in the mean Time they are poor, and miferable, and
24 ’ ’

blind, and naked. Rev. 3. 17. If we were not inclined na-

turally to deceive our felves, what Need would there be of

fo many Commands in Scripture, To examine our felves, whe-
ther we be in the Faith ; and that we be careful, that we don’t
decerve ourfelves :  And what Need of fuch a Defcription of

the uncomfortable and dangerous State of the Deceived, as

is mentioned, Ifa. 44. 20. He feedeth upon Afbes, a deceived
Heart hath turned him afide, that he cannot deliver his Soul,

nor fay is there not @ Lie in my right Hand ?

Does not the Ignorance of God, and our felves, which is

natural to us, as well as our native Arrogance, and immode-

rate Self-Love, difpofe us to think better of our felves, and
our State towards God, than we have Reafon? And if we
think our State is good, when it is bad, are we like to bedif-
trefled about its Danger, and ufe earneft Labour for Delive-
rance? No furely ! Danger unperceived how great foever
it be, will not excite to any valuable Purpofe, our Fear,

Sorrow, or Labour. And may the Unconverted expect

Mercy from God,without theUlte of thofe appointed Means ?

No furely !-thofe that would obtain the heavenly Inheritance,

muft ftrive to enter in at the ftrait Gate. Let us therefore

C3 hold
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‘hold faft this precious Truth, my dear Brethren ! againft
' the nrrupt Doctrize of the Motavians, one of whom aflert-
ed in N ew-Brmz/'w:u , that there was no fuch Thing as fpi-
rituzl I'refumption,  Dear Br aren! how horrible is this
Pofition, and dammnﬂ' ¢ the Souls of Men ! can any Thing
be invented of worfc 1o dency, to dclude the World !

- 6. Yehave heard that Redom mption is PARTICULAR, OF
(that Chrift has no* died for svery Child of Adam '( Head for
Head) but only for a certain Mumber, And thus fpeaks the
Scripzure.  Jefus tells ns that he laid down his Life for his
Sheep, (in Contradiftii:ftion to the Goats) Joh. 10.14, 15.
A am the good Shepherd, -nd kv my Sheep, and am known |
of mine, ---- And I lay drn my Life for my Sheep. By the
“Term Sheep, it appears by the 14th Verfe, we are to un-
derftand the Ele&, becaufe they know Chrift,and are known
of him. This farther appears from thefe fol]owmtr Scrip-
tures, Joh. 1o0.26,27,28. Ye belicve not becaufe ye are not of |
my She epy as I faid unto you 5 my Shecp hear my Voicey and [
Fnow them, and they follow me, and I give unto them cternal
Lifey and they fball never perifp.  Our Lord in thofe Verfes *
informs us, that the Reafon why fome believ’d tot'en him 5
was becaufe they were not hlS Shcep That is, were not o
eternally elefted.  He ulo forther informs us, 4h all his
- Sheep are converted 1n Tlmc, and faved after n: fo that
Converfion and Salvation extends, as far as the Deu.th of
- Chrift. "
~ Our Lord alfo affures us, that he prays not for theWorld, E
Joh 17. 6, 9. 1 have manifefted thy Name to the Men thou
| ga‘veyz n'e ont of the Thorld, thine f/)cy were, and thon gaveft
| therme ;T pray for z‘/J(’m, I pray not for the World, but for
them which thou haft given me, for they are thine,  Can you -
think that Jefus would lay down his Life, his Blood, for thofe
he woulld not fpend his Breath in Prayer for ? Did not our
dear Redeemer thank his Facher, that he Aid thefe Things,
(meaning the fpecial Knowledse of the Things that concern
Salvation) from the I¢ ife and Prudent, and reveal’d them to
Rabesy and that becaxfe'it fo feemed ¢ oo in bis Sight. Math, .
11,25, 20, #
- Altho”
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Altho’ the Ranfom that our Lord paid, by his Death and

Obedience, was, confider'd in it felf fuﬂicncnt in Value, to
have redcem’d the whole World 5 yet its Efficacy dep ended
upon the Father’sDeftination, and the Redeemer’s Intention.
He dicd (as I have obferved) for his Sheep, the Goats being
excluded, Math. 25. 32.-9-- He died for his People, Tit.
2. 14. Mat. 1. 21.  For his Church, A&. 20. 28. Eph.
5. 25. For his Ghildren, Heb. 2. 3, 14, 15. For his Seed,
Ilfai.53.10. For thofe the Father gave him to be redeemed
Foh. 17. 2. 9. Job. 6. 65. Joh.17.24. Father, Iwill that
they }9/0’ whom thou haft given me be with me, where I am,
that they may behold my Glory. Now we are told, that him
the Father always heareth ; if fo, then Chrift has died only
for thofe that are fav’d. .

To fuppofe that Chrift died for every Map (Head for
Head) is attended with many Abfurdities, particularly with
thefe following.

According to the univerfal Scheme, our Lord muft have
died for thofe that were actually damned before his Death
which is ridiculous ! |

And feeing thefe Univerfalifts, whether 7¢fuzt:, Socinians,
Remonftrants, Moravians, and all the Tribe of Enthufiafis,
whe fincerely hate the Doétrine of particular Redemption 3
I fay, feeing they own that the greater Part of Mankmd will
be damned at laft according to the Scriptures, which inform
us, that fro% is the Gate and narrow the Way, which leads to
Life, and ’/ew there be that find it ; that Chrift’s Flock is a
little, little Flock, a few ]ewels, a Remnant, a few Ber-
ries, upon the uppermof‘c Bows, (comparatively confidered)
I fay, feeing they own thefe Thmgs they are unavoidably
led to this Dilemma, namely, either to invalidate the Suffi-
ciency of Chrift’s Satisfaction, or to charge God the Fatner ;.
with Injuftice, in requiring a double Satisfaction for the fame’
Offences ; once by Chrift on the Crofs, as their Surety and
Repreientatwe, and again of their own Perfons in Hell. I
fee not how it is poflible, for any Univerfalift fairly to re-
move this Difficulty. Befides, it appears to me, that Free-
will is neceffarily implied in the Doérine of univerfal Re-
demption ; without this it cannat be held confiftently, as
may appear thus ; C 4 It
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If the Application of this fuppofed univerfzl Redemption,
be made only to fome, and that not of Works done by the
Creature, but by Way of abfolute Sovereignty and pure
Grace, as the Calvingffs maintair. according to theScriptures ;
Yor it is not of him that willeth, noy of him that runneth, but
of God that fheweth Mercy ; ‘Then to what Purpofe does
the Doctrine of univerfal Redemption fignify, but to amufe ;
for it turns to the fame Iffue, with particular Redemption
upon this Plan ; and allows nd greater Priviledge to Man-
kind in the leaft Degree, only it’s not confiftent with itfelf,
for it is a Redemption and no Redemption. If Redemption
be fuppofed to extend farther than Election, and be of any
avail to Mankind, then the turning Point muft be the Free-
will of the Creature, and not the Will or Grace of God.
This the Jefuits and Arminians are fenfible of, and therefore
maintain the Doétrine of Free-will, tho’ falfcly yet confift-
ently with their Scheme’, Yet they try to cloak their foul
Opinion with fair Language. For my own Part, I can’t
but fufpect the Moravians- or fome of them at leaft, to be

- guilty here, viz. of holding the Do&rine of Free-will, tho’
- they do difclaim it in Word, becaufe the Doétrine of uni-
- verfal Redemption leads fo direétly to it. | o
~ But in what ftrong Terms does the Word of God difcjaim
" all Pretence to a Free-will in Man, by affuring us that we
- are while in a State of Nature, dead in T'refpafles and Sins,
Eph. 2. 1. That we canneither do, nor will, nor think
- Good, as of our felves, Phil. 2,13. 2 Cor, 3. 5. That
- none can come to Chrift, except the Father draws them,
Fob. 6. 44. ‘That God hath Mercy upon whom he will have
- Mercy.  So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that
| vunneth, but of God that fheweth Mercy. Rom. g. 15, 16.
| If Chrift died for the whole human Race Head for Head,
it may be afked, whether God the Father and our Lord
Redeemer intended, they fhould be all faved yea or not 7 If
- bhe did pot intend it, then to what Purpuly 1s the Death of
Chrift,to 3ll thofe who were ndt defigned for Lalvation ? does
. not this Jook like Mockery and Illufion.  But if it be fup-
B?fed, that.God did intend the Salvation of all the human
|

ace by the Redeemer’s Death ; altho’ but a few of them
' attuin
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attain the fame ; then will it not follow, that fomething like
either Ignorance, Weaknefs, and Changeablenefs, muft be
charged upon the Almighty.

If he intended the Salvation of all by the Redeemer’s
Death, and knew not in the mean Time, that the moft
would not attain it ; then is not the Knowledge of the Al-
mighty finite and imperfe¢t. Now the Knowledge of God
is not like the Knowledge of Creatures, namely, fomething
diftinét from the Faculty receiving, but his very Being, (for
he is as the Schoolmen ({y jutly, fimplex aétus, a fimple Aét)
then is his Being finite and imperfe&t, and fo by Confequence
he is no God. o |

But if God knew, when he is Juppofed to have defigned
the Salvation of all, that the moft would never attain it,
wollttnot this be a great Weaknefs and Vanity, to intend
a Thing which he knew would never come to pafs ?

If the Lord intended the Salvation of all, muft it not argue
great Impotency, and Dependance op Creatures, to fail of
compafling his Bcﬁgns ?  Muft not Jehovah upon thisPlan,
be almoft as unhappy as any of his Creatures, becaufe of a
continual Succeffion of Difappointments ¢ And does it not
fuppofe a Change in his Being, when he is fuppofed to will
the Salvation of a Creaturc at one Time, and it’s ]Jamna-
tion at another.  For is not his Will himfelf or his Being ?
If the Almighty were compounded of different Things, as
Creatures are, fome Agent muft exift before him, to make
the Compofition, and there might be a Diffolution of it into
it’s conflituent Parts, Now both thefe apply’d to the Deity
are blafphemous. ' . |

But does not the Scripture reprefent him, to be far from
the Shadow of Change ! And don’t Reafon teachus, that
if he changes he muft change for the better or worle, or
into an equal State to what he was before ; but either Way
he muft be fuppofed imperfect, befoie or after the Change ;
and fono God :  For the Idea of a God eflentially includes
i 1ty the higheft Perfection.

. How can’itbe, that Chrift thould die for all, feeing the

infeperable Confequences and Benefits of his Death do nét" "

belong to all } our Adverfaries themfelves beﬁng]udj;i‘e;r
| The -
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The Benefits I mean are fucl: as the Freedom from Condem-
nation, Rom. 8. 34. Reconciliation to God, Rom. s. 10,
EffeCtual Calling, Ephe/. 1. 13. Remiflion of Sins, Mat.
26. 28. San&xhcatlon, Job. 17 19. The Love of God,
oh. 15
?If it be obje&ed that in many Places of Scripture our
Lord is faid to die for all. ~ It may be replied, .
? That our Lord is faid 1n no Place to dic for all, and §
fingular, which is the only Thing in Queftion. *
(2) This Note of Univerfelity, all, frequently in Scrip-
ture, excludes Diftintion, but not Exceptmn Sec Rom.
1o. 11, 12. Gal. 3. 26, 27,28. Rom. 11. 32. He con- |
cluded all under Unbelief, that he might have Mercy 1, 1 all.
Here the Word all feems only to remove the Difference
between Jews and Gentiles, fphef. 2. 14, 15, 16. Rom.
3. 29. and alludes to the Promife made of old to Abraham,
viz. that in him all the Families of the Earth fhould be bleffed,
Gen. 22. 18. - Whence he is called the Heir of the IVorl, |
Rom. 4. 13. Which is notwithftanding exiareﬂy reftrain’d,

Gen. 21. 12.  Rom. 9. 6, 7. f

May the GOD of Truth fucceed with his Blefling, what
has been oﬁ'er’d I add no more at prefent. |

»
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Remember therefore bow thou baft beard, and recesved,

and bold faft -mem-
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HBSEBERY dear Brethren ! You may remember, that
| 3,;‘;"‘; in treating upon this Subject, I propofed
g <» the following Method, namely, 1. 7o fbew

§I§WI§ what Truths we fhould more particularly remem-
&g“l&&*g% ber and hold faff. 2. Shew what is+ fuppofed

by and implied in ouv remembering them and hold-

ing of them faft. 3. Offer theReafons Wby we fhould remem-
ber them and hold them faft. And then improve the whole.

In Purfuance of the Method aforefaid, I had gone no far-

ther in the preceeding Sermon, ;tba,x{ the firft Head of Dif-
courfe 5 in treatig upon which, #he: laft Truth which I
mentioned, was that of particular Redemption. ‘The laft Ob-

je&tion againft the aforefaid Truth then obferved, was that

¢

in many Places of Scripture Chrift is faid to dve {ar all. In
Anfwer to this Objection, two Particulars were then offered,
which I fhall not now refun -+ ; but fhall proceed to obferve,

(3.) That the Word a!' does not conftantly. fignify the

Singulars of every Kind b * only the Kinds of Singulars.
Rev. 5. 9. Rom. 14. 2. Mit. 4.23. and 12. 31.

(4-) Sometimes the Word 2//, fignifies only a confidera-
ble Number : Thus all Creatures are faid to go into the Ark
to Mah ; whereas it was only fome of every Kind : Again

. - - we )
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we are told that’ all Men followed Chrift,wheteas it was only
slome in 7udea‘, We alfo read of all the World’s being taxed @
in our Saviour’s Time, whereas it was only the Roman Em- §
pire: Yea the Phrafe every Man, is not taken in a univer- §
fal Senfe always. See 1 Cor. 4. 5. there it is faid, that at
the Coming of our Lord, then fhall every Man have Praife
of God ; whereas it only intends every good Man.

- If it be further objeéted, that Chriit is frequently faid to
have died for the World, 7sb. 1.29. and for the whole
World, 1 Job. 2. 2.

The fecond Anfwer to the preceeding Ohjeftion may with §
fome Alteration ‘be eafily applied here, .iz. that by the §
World we are to underftand whatever is contradiftinguifh’d
from the Jewifh Church, namely the Gentiles. Rom. 4.13. §
For the Pronufe, that he fhould be the Heir of the Waorld. k
Rom. 11. 12. Now if the Fall of them be the Riches of the
World, and the diminifhing of them the Riches of the Gentiles,V§
how much more their Fulnefs 2 So that the Senfe of the Places
objected, is that Chrift did not only die for the Jews, but for
the Gentiles. And indeed this Do&rine of the Partition §
Wall’s being broken down, was fomewhat difficult for the g
Jewifth Church to receive at firfty as appears by Peter’s
Vifion and Defenge, before theBrethren at Feruflem.

Same do obje&i‘xat Place of Scripture, Heb. 10. 29. that
there Chrift is faid g die for them, that trampled under Foot §
the Blood of the Chsignays, wherchy they were fanctified, and

called st an unholy Thing. B
Anf. The Thing it felf fpeaks, how caft one be fanétificd §
really, and yet trample under Foot the Blood of the Cove- §
. nant, and fo commit the unpardonable Sin? Surely he that §
is born of God cannot fin in this wife, 1 foh. 5.18. But by g
the Blood of the Covenant by which he was fantified, the §
Apoftle intends the Son of God ; he himfelf being Interpre- §
ter, Heb. 2. 10, 11.

Some do object the following Places of Scripture, viz. that |§
Chrift is faid to die for them that perith, 1 Cor. 8. Rom. J§
14. 1§, 20. .

Anf. The Apoftle, as appears by the Context, in thofe §
Places referred to, advifeth to avoid the Ufe of indifferent

Things §
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Things, fuch as Meate and Drinks, leaft that our Brother
fhould be offended and fin, and fo if poflible perith. Az,
24. 24. or leaft that our Brother (for whom in a Judgméent
of Charity Chrift died) fhould fin, and perifh.

Some obje¢t the following Place of Scripture, 2 Pet. 2.x.
where Chrift is faid to die for falfeProphets, that denied him.

Anf. Some apply this to (zod the Father, becaufe that the
Word defpotes, which is tranflated Lord, is never apply’d to
our Saviour, but to God the Father, Luk. 2. 29. Fude 4.
It is farther obferved, that the Word agoradzein fignifies not
here to agquire by the Price of Blood, but to-acquire fimply,
lfai. 55.71. Sothat the Senfe of the ‘Placte: ‘Rﬁ‘iﬂ"g}'od
Almighty brouglit the falfe Prophets by the preuoigif
Word, to the external Communion of the Chukéhj:in"which
they acknowledged God to be their Lord, and Governour.
Others apply this Place to Chrift, and offer-this‘Glofs upon
it, vzz. that Chrift may be faid in fome Senfe to buy even
thofe that perifh ; in as much as they enjoy the Forbearance
of God, and many other temporal and fpiritual Benefits by
the Death of Chrift; by an earneft Endeavour to improve
which, they may have much Comfort in this World, much
Sin may be prevented here, and their Miferies leflened in the
next Life. Others put this Senfe upon the-Place, that fome
] ;l]id :lieny the Lord Chrift, for whom in aJudgment of Charity

e died. :

Dr. Whithy charges the following Abfurdity upon parti-
cular Redemption, wiz. that it is inconfiftent with theCom-
mand to believe to the faving of the Soul. ~

Anf. This Objeétion is grounded upon a falfe Notion of
Faith, as tho’ it confifted in a Belief, that Chrift died for
us in particular, which has before  been tonfuted. All to -
whom the Gofpel comes, are obliged to believe in Chrfit,
that is, to receive him by a living Faith, . 1. 12. and
this being done, and not before, they are obliged hence, to
conclude thatChrift died for them. Some there be who ima-
gine, that the Do&rine of particular Redemption, is incon-
fiftent with preaching the Gofpel ; which is called 2 Door of
ﬁope, a Da&: of Grace ; and that it is a meer mocking of

Sinners to offer Salvation to them upon this Plan. I will

beg

A’
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beg Leave to dffer the Sum of Da. Ridgeley’s Anfwer ,
‘¢ Here let it be confidered, (faith he) by a Day of Grace,

¢¢ 1. That we don’t hereby intend, fuch a . Difpenfation
¢¢ in which all Men might repent and believe, and fo obtain
¢¢ Salvation by their own Power ; this would be to afcribe
¢ to Man, what is peculiar to God. Nor that God will
¢¢ give fpecial Grace to all thag fit under the Gofpel. As
¢¢ for the Hope of the Gofpel; we cannot underftand any
¢¢. Thing elfe thereby, but that all without Diftintion are
¢¢ commanded and encouraged to wait on God, in his infti-
‘¢ tuted Means of Grace, -with a Peradventure that he wiil
“¢ be gracious ; this being the ordinary Way in *which he
‘¢ works Grace. And if there be any Convition of Sin,
“¢ this gives farther Ground of Hope.
¢ 2. As to preaching of the Gofpel, the Doctrine of
particular Redemption, hinders not Chrifté being offered
to the Chief of Sinners : and the Proclamation of Grace
being made publick, to all without Diftin&ion. This
will appear if we confider what is done, when Chrift is
offered to Sinners, here lgt it be obferved.
‘¢ 1, ThatGod has given us no Warrant to enter into his
¢¢ fecret Determinations, refpeting the Event of Things :
“¢ or to give any Perfon Ground to conclude, that they are
¢¢ redeemed, and have a Warrant to apply to themfelves the
‘¢ Promife of Salvation, while in an unconverted Eftate.

¢ 2, When Chrift is faid to be offered to Sinners, in the
¢¢ Preaching of the Gofpel,that which is intended thereby is
“¢ his being fet forth therein, as a moft defirable Object, and
¢¢ that he will certainly fave all whom he eftectually- calls,
¢¢ inafmuch as he has purchafed Salvation for them.

. ¢¢ 3, Itincludes in it an informing of Sinners, that it is
*® their indifpenfible Duty and Intereft to believe in Chrift ;
‘¢ and in Order thereto, that they are commanded and en-
¢¢ couraged to wait on him, for that Grace which can ena-
‘¢ ble them thereunto. And as a farther Encouragement to
¢¢ let them know, that there is a certain Conneclion between
‘¢ Grace and Salvation : So that none who are enabled to
¢¢ come to Chrift by Faith, fhall be reje&ted. This is the
*¢ Preaching and Hope of the Gofpel, which is not inlt:‘:

¢ le

¢
¢
¢
9
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< leaft inconfiftent with particular Fedemption.”” Thus
far he. | ,
As to that Method of preaching the Gofpel, which fome |
modern Enthufiafts are guilty of ; namely ugng Means
to cure and comfort,by fpeaking much of Chrift’s Sufferings, |
and his Love, before they try to convince of Sin, and Dan- !
ger-by the Law ; it fcrves only to amufe the Ignorant and
Inconfiderate, and to prevent their Converfion to God, by
the natural and childith Working of their Paffions, moved by
{oft Expreflions, which they are apt to depend upon in the
Room of it. It is a daubing with entemper’d Mortar,
a fetting the Cart before the Oxen,fuch : "ind of Preaching
by foft Methods of Addrefs, may make a Show upen: weak |
Minds, but Is never like to do real Good. . U Tedpe .|
To affert univerfal Redempgion, and then to tell usp ishag.,
Faith confifts in a Belief that Chrift died for us in particular,
has as dreadful a Tendency to flatter and pleafe a carnal
World, to fix them in a miferable Security, and to delude
them to Damnation in Multitudes, as almoft any Scheme |
that has ever appeared on the Stage of the World, Every .
pious Befom fhould beat with burning Indignation againt
fuch a horrid Scene ! ‘
As to the precceding Objection, concerning the Day of |
Grace, the Door of Hope, and Offers of Salvation, as tho> |
they were inconfiftent with particular Redemption ; I fhall
beg Leave to offer one Particular more by Way of Retqrfion,
thug,=---- Is there not as great an apparent Inconfiftency be-
tween the certain Fore-knowledge of God, 2nd thofe Things
now mentioned, as in the Cafe of particular Redemption ?
It the Jefuits, Arminians, Remonftrants, and Moravians,
do not acknowledge God’s infinite and certain Fore-know-
ledge, do they not in Effe@ deny his Being, for is not his
Being and Knowledge the fame ?  But if they do own it, let
them reconcile if with the Day of Grace, Offers of Mercy,
&e. and that will fufficiently anfwer the aforefaid Objection.
‘I may add to what has been before obferved,thisParticular,
viz. That many of God’s Children know the Falthood of
univerfal Redemption, by their own Experience ; being at
Times made fenfible thro’ the Operations of God’s l;le.ﬂ'gd
optrit,
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Spirit, of the tranfcendant Sweetnefs of diftinguithing Grace!
That which ftirs up the Spleen and Rancour of many natural
Men, (becaufe of their Blindnefs, Pride, and Selﬁfhnefsz)
vix. ThatdGod thould chufe fome and pafs by others, tranfs
ports their Souls with humble Admiration, Kove, and Gra-
titude ; and in this they imitate their deareft Lord, Mat. 11,
25. O ’iis a doleful Spectacle to fee any grow indifferent
and lukewarm about this precious, precious Truth, which
has been fraled to their Souls by the Holy Ghoft, becaufe of
the fair Appearances of fome ftragling Strangers.

To talk of holdin® particular Eleétiort and univerfal Re-

demption together, is Nonfenfe and Jargon. To reconcile
them is as impoflible, as to make a Rope of Sand. If this
be the Moravian Simplicity, to believe Nonfenfe and Con-
tradition, may the good God deliver my Soul from their de-
teftable Myfteries. Remember therefore how ye have heard
and received, my dear Brethren ! and hold faft this precious
and valuable Truth of particular Redemption, againtt all
. falle Apoftles, and feducihg Spirits, to the Death.
- It is contrary to my intended Brevity, to fpeak any lenger
upon this Head ; any that would defire to fee this' Subje&
~more fully handled, let them read judicious Dr. Ridgeley's
Difcourfe upon it, in his late Body of Divinity.

7. Ye have heard of the IMPERFECTION of the bef? of
God’s People n Earth. And thus fpeaks the Scriptures of
‘Truth, Ecclef. 7. 20. For there is not a juft Man upon Earth,
who doeth Geod and finneth not, fays Solomon.  If thou Lord
Shouldft mark Iniquity, O Lord, who fhall fland, fays the Pfal-
mift, Plal. 140, 3.  Jn many Things we all offend, fays the
Apoftle, T. 1. 3. 2. [fwe fay we have no Sin, we deceive

| nwj{el-ve:, and tie Truth is not in us, fays the Apoftle Fobn,
. Joh. 1.8.  All the Blunders of tiic Servants of God re-
- ‘w:orded in the old and pew Teftamert, are fo many Proofs of §
this fad Truth ! Sce-the Examples of Abraham’s Equivocati-
on, Saraiz’s Unbelief and Lying, Noah’s Drunkennefs, and §
Lott’s inceftuous Uncleannefs, Worldlinefs, and ill Manners
- in chufing the moft fertiie Country, before the more honour-
able Perfori Abrakam had his Choice ; Facob’s Deceitfulnefs
in the Affair of the Birth-right ; and the Cruelty of a Nul;n-
' er
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ber of the Patriarchs in the Matter of Shechems Adofes his
" Unbelief and Murmuring at the Waters of Meribab. ~ Fob’s
Jipatience and curfing the Day of his Birth. Feremiah’s
Fall into the fame Iniquities. Elijab’s Murmuring under
the JuniperTree. David’sMurder and Adultery.  Solomon’s
Uncleannefs and Idolatry.  Fomah’s Pride and Peevifhnefs
in the Affair of Nineveb.  Peter’s Denial of his Mafter with |
Curfes, and equivocating. And does not the blefled Apoftle
Paul call himfelf a wretched Man, becaufe of his indwelling,
Corruptions ! Rom. 7.
And indeed the Wifdom of God appears in fuffering Cor-
ruptions to infeft his People, in this militant State, as the |
Amorites and other Heathen Nations did his People Ifrael, '
who were as Goads in their Sides, and Thorns in their Eyes. |
Fo: hereby a neceflary Occafion is prefented for the-Exercife
of :heir various Graces., Hereby they have continual Occa- |
fion for the deepeft Humiliation, and moit painful Labour :
Hereby their Efteem of Chrift is heightned, and their Self-
Diffidence increafed : Hereby their Affetions are gradually
wedned from the Things of Time, and fet upon more fuita-
ble, noble, undecaying, invariable, and fatisfaCtory Enjoy-
ments : Hereby th= frightful Gloom of Death is in agylea-
fure changed, 4to a believing e, and it puts on an Angel’s |
Form ; becaufe thro’ this the devout Soul, pained and wea-
ried with its inceflant Corruptions, wings its Way to God,
to tHlgingdom of the Bleffed, where unmix’d Light, un-
allay’d Beauty, unftain’d Purity, and tranfcendant Love,
have their perpetual Refidence. | ’
If that Paflage in the Lpiftle of Fobn be obje€ted, where |
}t isfaid, that He that is born of God finneth not, neither can he |
in, - | -
Anf. If we take thatPlacz in aConfiftency with thofe before
mentioned, (and furely the Scripture is harmonious%) it can
intend rio more than one or both of thefe following Particu- |
lars, namely, (1.) That they can’t commit the unpardon-
able Sin, Or (2.) That thofe who are born of God cannot |
go on (ordinarily) in a Courfe of Sin againft Light, becaufe |
the Seed of God, i.e. a divinePrinciple of Life is jn them,and -

therefore difpofes them to u contrary Temper and Courfe.B
D ut
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But Paul the Apoftle fpeaks of fome that were perfect in ,
his Time, Phil. 3. 15.
 Anf. Sometimes this Word only fignifies Sthcerity ; thus
it is faid of Fob, that he was a perfet and upright Man:
Here by the Figure Hendiadis, one Thing is exprefled by
itwo VV}!)rds. ThisKind of Perfetion every good Man hath.
ISometimes this Word fignifies a Perfection of Degrees, 1. e.
‘when all Corruption is entirely rooted out of the Soul, and a
'Man is advanced to the higheft Degree of Goodnefs. This
the Apoftle Paul/ difclaims in the 12th Verfe of this Chapter,
Not as tho’ I had already attained, or were already pe}*feé?, but

I follow after.  Sometimes the Word perfeét, fignifies a
greater Degree of confirmed Goodnefs than many others
‘have attained to : Hence the Apoftle fobn fpeaks of Babes,

oung Men, and Fathers in Chrift. It is in this Senfe that I
{elieve the aforefaid Text is to be taken ; for while theApoftle
reje&ts any Pretence to a PerfeCtion of Degrees, he acknow-
leges this comparative Perfection,as in the Text before cited.

- But are we not commanded to be perfet as our heavenly
'Father is perfe¢t ? and does not this fhew that a Perfe&ion
“of Degrees is attainable in this Life ? .
" M. No, it does not ; fogthe Command is not the Mea-
‘fure of our Ability, but of our Duty. The blefled God
indeed gave our firft Parents, and us in them, before the
Breach of the Covenant of Works, an Ability to dg what
‘was required of us ; but they loft this for themfelves.#d us,
by Tranfgreffion. Hence we are told that all have finned
and come fhort of the Glory of God. Now can it be fup-
~pofed with any Reafon, that the Creatures Trefpafs fhould
“leflen theCreator’sClaim of Right to theirObedience ; or that
he thould be obliged to mode! his Laws, which are grounded
- upon the unalterable Nature of Things, ascording to the
Meafure of their contrattedWeaknefs ? No furely. If aPer- |
fon fhould lend another a Sum of Money, and he fhould
flay the wilful Bankrupt with it, might not full Payment be
egally demanded, and in Cafe of Failure, Imprifonment in-
flicted ? .

But tho’swe cannot attain to a Perfection abfolute and
- perfonal, yet thre' divine Afliftance, we may obtain gradual
| Advances
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Advances in Grace and Holinefs, and fo greater Niearnefs |
toit ; and is not this a fufficient Incitement to religious La~
bour ? And thro’ Faith in the Redeemer we may obtain an
abfolute imputed Perfection. Hence Believers are faid to
be compleat in him, and he is faid to be made to them Wi fdom,
Righteoufncfs, Sanétification, and Redemption, . Cor. 1. 30.
Our infifting upon the Imperfection of ti Saints, in pub-
lick Difcourfes, inﬁeq of being an Encouragement to Im-
piety, is a ftrong Inducemeng to Holinefs ; for it ferves to
preferve Hope, which {s the Spring of sMotion, and Foun-
tain of Aétion, in the Bofoms of gracious Perfons, who are
deeply fenfible of their Defefts. Thofe dear Mourners in
Zion, areready to be difcouraged fometimes, becaufe of the |
Sight and Senfe they have of their Corruptions : for this |
they fometimes reject their State, and fay in themfelves, O !
can it be poffible that fuch Corruption can confift with the |
Grace of God ? O was there ever on the Earth fuch a mon-
frous bruitith Creature as Tam ! For this their Hands hang
down, and their Knees are feeble, for this (or on this Ac-
count) they are in the utmoft Agonies, fometimes can hard]
fwallow their Spittle, and would chufe Strangling and Deatg
rather than Life. Now to preach up Perfefion to fuch
poor humble Souls, who have a View of the fpiritual Extent
of the Law, and cfpecially to fignify that Converfion confiflts
therein, this adds Affli¢ion to the Afli€ted: This makes
thofe forrowful whom God would have made glad: This
ftrengthens Satan’s T'emptations, whereby he labours to per-
{wade them that they have no Grace : This difpirits them in
Obedience. 'Whereas the contrary Doétrine builds up theiy
Hope, and fo excites their Admiration, their Love, and
their Contrition. O it melts their Hearts like Wax, and
fills their Souls with Amazement ! to think that fo great, fo
holy a God fhould take any favourable Notice of fuch finful,
ungrateful, and backfliding Worms az they.  This, this fires
and enflames their Souls with ftrong Emotions of affectionate
Love and Gratitude | O what fhall I do for this gracious
blefled (iod who is fo good to me ! O the furpriﬁnggRichCS,
and amazing Glories of his pure, pure Grace ! This

Lﬁrengthms the feeble Xnras, and fays to thofe of a fearful

D2 Heart,
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Heart, be ftrong. This endears the blefled Jefus to their
Souls, and makes them fee their abfoluteNecd of him. And
thus, my dear Brethren, it encourages and excitgs to walk in
the Ways (? religious Obedience. Therefore let us hold faft
this precious Truth, againft the detcftable Doétrine of the

Moravians, and other Enthufiafts, who affert Perfe&ion.
One of principal Note among the Moraviuns, fpake to this
Purpofe in New-Brunfwick, and two of that Sect, who were
-in'Company with him, afferted that'they had been without
Sin for feveral Years ; both which Particulars you may fee in
the annexed Appendix. Well then ; fhall we believe the
Apoftle Jobn or not, that they are Liars, and that the Truth
is not in them? We think we may fafely apply to ourfelves,
what is fuid of the Church of Ephefus, Rev. 2. 2. that we
have tried them which [ay they are Apoftles, and are not, and

- found them to be Liars. |

For my own Part, I muft declare to the World, that I
think the Moravians, at leaft fome of thém, are not fo candia
as to this Point, and many others, as the Generality of other }
modern Enthufiafts, who own the Doérine of Perfection
~ exprefly and openly, while fome of the Moravians labour to §
* hide their Opinion, and tho’ they own it in Fact and Reality §
in other Words, yet fome of them don’t like to own it in fo 3
many Words exprefly. If they ufe this Art, to prevent the §
Odium, which would juftly come upon their Seét, by their g
falfe Dotrine ; and to impofe upon the Ignorant and Credu-
lous, and fo to encreafe their Party, it is exceeding bafe -
deed, If this be their Simplicity, may the good Lord deliver
us from it !
8. Ye have heard that CoNvVERsION confi?s in the Infu-
Jun of adivine Principle of Life.  And thus fpcaks the Scrip- |
wre, Eph.2.0. Fob. 5.40. Foh. 10. 16. fob. §5.25. Let
us hold faft this precious T'ruth, againft the pernicious Doc- §
trine of the Moravians ; one of principal Note among |
whom aflerted in New-Brunfwick, that a Man was convé"ﬁcé !
when he had an abiding Senfe of his Sin and Mifery. At
this Rate, Cain, Ahab, and Fudas, were converted Perfcnss |
And in the mean Time he condemned the State of David |
when he committed Adultery, of Peter when he denied his |
| Maiter,
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Mafter, and of Paxl as defcribed in the 7th of the Remans ¢ |
What dreadful Work is this !

Dat veniam Corvis, vexat cenfura columbas ; this Cenfure
approves the Ravens and condemns the Loves. According |
to the aforefaid Notion, Men would be converted firft, and
convinced afterwards ; which directly contradiéts all that has
been faid before concerning the Neceffity of a preparatory
Law-Work and is real Nonfenfe. :

9. Ye have heard that the Guilt of Adam’s §em is IMPUT-
ED to all bis Offipring, Chrift excepted 5 whofe Conceptipn |
was extraordinary and miraculous, by the Power of the Holy

‘Ghoft. Hereby he was freed from the Stain of ongxnal
Tranfgreflion, which infeéts all thofe, who are prOpogated »
by natural Generation.

" Our Lord not defcendmg from /Irlam, in a natural Way,
- wag not numbered in him ; and for this Reafon as well ds on |
the Account of his being God-Man, jhe did not, and I may |

%y rould not,break theCovenant of Nature. If he had broken -
the firft Lovenant, he could not havc becn the Head of the |
fecond.
Our Lord was born,not by Vll‘tUC of that prxmxtlve Bene— |
dléhon, Gen. 1. 28. Graw and multzp/, But by Virtue of
that gracious Promife, Gen. 3. 15. And I will put Enmity |
between thee and the IWoman, and Wty een thy Seed and /m‘ N eed
it finll bruife thy Head, and thou foy: bz'mfe his Heel, |
Now that the Sin of Adam ineating the forbidden F ruit, |

is imputed to his Pofterity, is evident from the following
Places of Scripture, Rom. 5. v2, .4, 15, 16, 17,18, 19,
Wherefore as by one Man Sin entr ol ivivo the Warld, ‘and Death
by Siny and o Death paffed upon al/ ”1’ i, for thai ‘all have ﬁn— !
ned. NWCVf/?L’l{/\ Deatlh reigned fir:. Alar 1 Moafes, even |
over thofe that had not finned, aftm : 2 Simulitude qf Adam’s
Tranfgreffion, who is the Figure of that was to conte. By
the Offence of vire “Fudgment came upon all Men to Condemnation.
Eph.a. 3. Al were by Naturc Children of Wrath ecven as
others. Whence is it that Jews and Gentiles fhould be by
Nature Children of Wrath, or have Wrath for their Inheri- -
tance, if there was no natural and common Guilt 7 Ts there
not a pluin Difference between Nature and Practice 7 Rom.
D3 319
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3. 1g. Whatfoever the Law fays, it fays to thofe that are under
the Law, that every Mouth may be flopped, and the whole World
become guilty before God. |

. Nowif Jews and Gentiles are by Nature Children of
Wrath, and if all the World be under the Law, and guilty

~ before God, while in a State of Nature, then Infants are
~ guilty of original Sin, before they be capable to commit
- actual ; for they have the human Nature, and are a Part of the
- World : and indeed this appears the more evident, from their
' Liablenefs to Death, which the Apoftle reprefents to be the
~ Wages of Sin, and brought into the World thereby, Rom.

- 6.23. Rom. 5. 12,

' The Ground of the Imputation of Adam’s Guilt to us, is
" not fo much in the Nature which we derive from him, ( he
. could not communicate a better than he had, and the fecond
- Adam has derived the humane Nature from our firft Parents)
" as in the Covengnt made with him, and his Pofterity
. after him, of which we have an Account in the following
- Places of Scripture, Gen. 2. 16, 17. In this Covenant, the
- great God contra&ts with his Creature as with a Servant, by
- Way of fovereign Empire ; prefcribing to him what Terms
- he pleafed. In the threatning of Death in Cafe of Difobedi-
~ ence, is doubtlefs imply’d a Promife of Life in Cafe of Obe-
- dience ; and hence it is expwefly call’d a Covenant, Hof.6.7.
- But they like Adam, bave tranfgreffed the Covenant. |

~ That Adam’s whole Pofterity was involved in his Guilt, in
eating of the forbidden Fruit, and in the Miferies confequent
thereupon, is written as with a Sun-Beam in that famous
Scripture, Rom. 5. 12,15,16,17,18,19. there Death is faid
20 pafs upon all, and that becaufe all had finned.

Now it can’t be in Reafon fuppofed, that they could fin
atually and perfonally before they had a Being, therefore it
muft be by Imputation. |

Does not the univerfal Experience of all Adam’s Pofterity,
loudly proclaim the aforefaid Truth ! If his Tranfgreffion
was not imputed to them, whence fhould fpring their early
Propenfity or Inclination to Vice, before thev have Time to
contraét it by Pra&ticc and Example 7 Can ‘a Stream flow
without a Fountain, a Branch grow without a Tree? Does

| not
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not Mankind by fome Kind of actual Imitatian, approve the
original T'refpafs, and fo transfer its Guilt upon themnfelves ¢
Whence thould come that Train of Miferies, that Compli- |
cation of Calamities, that make all the Creation groan, and |
infeft the whole humane Race, if tlic Sin of Adam be not |
imputed ? * -
 How is it that tender Infants, before they become capable |
of actual Offences, fhould be expofed to Death it felf, in its
moft hideous Form, and to all thofe Difeafes which are the
Uthers of it} Will not the <Judge of all the Earth do right ?
Will the juft God inflict capital Punithment where there is |
~no Tranfgreffion, either imputed or inhcrent:.. .Does the
Almighty afli&t willingly, or grieve the Chijdren of Men ?
No {urely ! Shall the Wages of Sin be paid without any Re~
lation to the Work ! Yea the Apoftle afferts, 1 Cor.15.22.
That in Adam all die. Now feeing that Death is the proper
Wages of Sin, by divine Ordination, it muft be fuppofed that
all finned : but Perfons not exifting, could not fin any other
Way than by the Imputation of the firft Tranfgreflion.
It is evident from the Parrallel drawn by the Apoftle Paul,
between the firft and fecond Adam, that the firft was a pub-
lick Perfon as well as the fecond ; fee Rom. 5. 1 Cor. 15.
They arc fpoken of, as if there were but thefe two Perfons
in the World, becaufe they were Heads of different
Covenants, viz. of Works, and Grace ; and Reprefenta-
tives of different Pofterities, wiz. natural and fpiritual.  Yea
Adam is exprefly faid to be theFigure of him that was to come.
~ The Hiftory of the firft"Man gives farther Confirmation to
the aforefaid T'ruth, where we rcad that all the Gocd and |
Evil that befell him, were afcrib’d to him, as a publick Per-
fon ; who was to be the Example and Pledge of his Pofterity.
Before the Fall the original Rightcoufnefs he poffefs’d, and
Empire over the Creatures, as well as his Marriage and |
Blefling, refpected all ; and after the Fall the Miferies which |
befel him, refpeéted not only himfelf, but all his Pofterity.
Moft certainly we finned after the fame Manner in Adam,
as we are juftify’d in Chrift ; namely by Imputation : and if
the firfk be deny’d, why not the latter 7 and then the
Foundation of the Gofpel is overfet, and nothing left in the
D4 Room |
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Room of it, but a Syftem of moral Virtue. And it may be

obferved in Confirmation of what has been now offered, that

the Denial of original Sin imputed, naturally leads to, and

often iflues in, the Denial of the Saviour’s imputed Righte-
oufnefs to Juftification.

I cannot fee any Unreafonablenefs in the Adfertion, of the
firft Man’s reprefentigg his whole Race, feeing that the Be-
nefits of his Obedience, if he had ftood, would have re-
dounded to his Pofterity, as really as if they had perfonally
kept the Covenant. Now by a Parity of Reafon, it is but
juft that they fhould be expofed to the Difadvantages of his
Fall.

T'he Situation of Mankind in having one common Rdpre-
fentative, was better than if every Man had ftood for him-
felf, Head for Head : which appears thus ; Adam had not
only a¢® great a Capacity to ftand, confidered in a private
Charater, as any other could be fuppofed to have, being
made upright, as Solomon obferves : He had a perfe&t Know-
lege of the divine Mind, fo far as concerned his Duty and
Happinefs ; a univerfal Re&itude which fpread through his
whole Soul, and governed all his Powers and Paflions.

But befides this, he had the Confideration of thereby fe-
curing the Happinefs of his whole Offspring, to incite him
to ftand, and the Ruin of his whole Race to deter him from
the contrarv :  And are not thefe important Motives to ge-
nerous Minds ?  Now if every Man had fltood for hlmfclf
without any publick Reprcfenmtnfc, they could not have
had thofe Incentives to Perfeverance in (Goodnefs, and con-
fequently there would not have been fuch a great Probability
of their Standing.  Befides fdum being mwly form’d, had
a frefh Senfe of creating Goodnefs, which muft needs ofﬁr

additioral Influence to his Love 'md Otcldience. By thefe
Confiderations it appears thut Man’s Condition in having a
federal Head, was becter than if it had been otherwife.

God Almighty undoubtadly forefuw, that all Adum’s Pof-
terity, would have yielded to the fame fatanical T emptation
with him, had they been thereto expofed 5 and therefore fec-
mg that th at wis ccxtamlv future, it mignt poﬂlbly in fome
Scafe, be efteemed as committed.

Again,
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Again, itis certain that the whole World of Mankind
then exifting, did fin, and that thereby the Friendfhip of God
with the whole World perifhed, and confequently with their |
Pofterity, feeing that Children are but Parts or Pieces of
their Parents. -

It muft be confefled that God is the Sovereign of the Uni- |
verfe, the greatPotter, and we butClay in hisHands ; that he
has an abfolute Right to do with his own as he pleafes. '

It is indeed a marvellousInftance of divine(Goodnefs &Con-
defcenfion,that the greatLord of the Univerfe,fhould ftoop fo
low, as to enter into any Covenant with his Creatures at all,
and much more fo when in the Manner before related !

To have Reprefentatives, is not unufual in civil Affairs.
Do not Embaffadors reprefent the Prince and Nation that
fends them to a foreign State, and age not their Speeches and
Adltions interpretatively the Speeches and Actions of all their
Contftituents ! | v .
. Do not Parents perfonate and oplige their Chlg:
 born, by their civil Tranfaltions refpeting, themi®{*# .
they covenant for their Benefit, who does or who juftly can
biame the Praice ?

And feeing that to have a federal Head, ‘or common Re-
prefentative, by Way of Covenant, was as has been obferved,
the beft Situation that Man could be in, refpecting the pri-
mitive Covenant Tranfaltion, if they had had their own
Choice, whom could they have chofen, that was fo fit to
occupy that Place, that important Province, as him wio was
' the Parent and Original of the whole humane Race, and
otherwife fo qualified,as has been before hinted.
¢ The Pelagians, Socinians, Fefuits, Arminians, Remomfirants,
Moravians, and all other E nthufiafls, fo far as I know, do
kE oppofc the aforefaid momentuous Truth, which has fo direct
B and noble a Tendency to humble the Pride of Man, to make
| him fenfible of his Mifery, and fo to prepare him for the
| dear Redeemer.  Some of the Objedions that are bro’t by
g the aforefaid Adverfaries, are fuch as thefe following,

I. They fay, we did not exift or confent, when our firft
' Parents finned.

Anf. Tho’ we did not exift or confent a&ualbr, yet :1”3
i




o  The Neefity of

did exift, confent, and have finned virtually,interpretatively,

or in our Caufe, in one Adam. Rom. 5. 12, '

2. They fay that it is unreafonable to imagine, that that

' Sin which was pardoned in Adam, and fo does not exift, "

" fhould be imputed to his Offspring. |

" Anf. Tho’ that firft Sin does not exift phyfically, yet it

. does ethically, or morally ; the Pardon of Sin does not take

' away its Being, but only its binding Power, from thofe to

- whom it is apply’d. L e

3. They obje, that it is inconfiftent with the Omnifci-
- ence and Truth of God, to reckon him to have finned, who

~ has_not finned, and with his Juftice to punifh him.

- Anf. It’s true, it is inconfiftent with God’s Omnifcience,

- to reckon him to have finned altually, who has not finned

- actually ; but. it is not inconfiftent with his Omnifcience, to

~ reckon him to have finned virtually, or in the Caufe, who

I has not finped actually, or in his own Perfon : Neither is it

-unjuft to punifh him, whq has only finned virtually, as we

fee in the Cafe of Infants, who feel the Force of Death.

- We may reafonably argue from Fact, to Right in Refpect of

- God. We are fure that whatever he does he has a Right to
do; for as his Wifdom is infallible, fo his Holinefs is invio-
lable : He is a Rock, his Ways are perfect, a God of Truth,

- and without hiquity, juftand right is he. . |

- 4. Chrift denies that the Parents of the blind Man finned.

. «nf. That intends no more than this, viz. That neither
his ow#¥ nor his Parents Sin was the Caufe procuring of that
particular precife Calumity, with which he was affliéted :
But that the principal Defign hereof, was that the Works of

 (God might be made manifeft in him !

' 5. Some object this Saying of our Lord, concerning little
Children, that of fuch is the Kingdom c;f Heaven. Mar.10.44.
and it is elfewhere faid, that they are holy, 1 Cor. 7. 14, and
we are told that we muft be like them.

Anf. They are not fo by Nature, but by Grace in Chrift
who has received them. Ephe/. 2.1,3. Itisonly in Refpect
of Humility and Freedom from Malice, that we are enjoyn’d

* to imitate them ; in Malice we fhould be Children, gut* in
Underftanding Men, | |

6. Some
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6. Some object that Place in Ezek. 18. 4, 20. whereit is
faid, that the Son jball not bear the Iniquities of the Father.
Anf. The Place fpeaks concerning the perfonal Sins of -
‘private Parents, that thefe are not imputed to their Offspring |
" 1 they make not themfelves Partakers of them, and not con- |
cerning the Tranfgrefhion of our ccnmor. Pi. int, in whom |
all firned. Rom. §.12. = |
 'The Semi-elagians,and Fefuits, do after aSort acknowlege
that there is fuch aThing as original Sin,but believe that it is
wholly taken away byBaptifm. But theRidiculoufnefs of this
will appear if we confider that Baptifm is but an outward Or-
dinance, whi®h can be of no favihg Service to us, unlefs the
Thing fignify’d by this external Symbol, be confer’d. ‘Thus
fpeaks the'Apoftle, Gal. 6. 15. that weither Circumcifion
availeth any Thing, nor Umz’rcumcg'/ian, but the new Creature : |
And elfewhere he tells us, that Circumcifion is nathing, and |
- Uncircumcifion is ncthing, but the keeping of the Commandinents |
of God. Was not Simon Magus baptiz’d ! and yet he re- |
main’d in the Gall of Bitternefs notwithftanding. It is a
vain Thing for any to depend on lying Words, faying, The
Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord are thefe 5 for with-

out Converfion there is no Salvation. - |
The Arminians and Moravians, imagine that the Guilt of |
original Sin is taken away from all an‘ular, by the Death
| of Chrift ; and fome to prove this, d8#duce that Place of |
Scripture, John 1. 29. Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh |
away the Sin of the World,  » e
Anf. It is true, Jcfus Chrift does take away the Sin .of
the World ; by his Blood he removes its Guilt, and by his |
Spirit its Dominion : but is it not contrary to both Scripture
and Reafon to imagine, that Guilt fhould be taken away |
before Faith ? Rom. 3 28. Foh. 3. 36. Or that the Guilt
i of Sin thould be remov’d, and its Power remain ? Surely
- thofe that are juftify’d arc alfo calleds Rom. 8. Or that the
Guilt of original Sin fhould be remov’d, and that of actual |
remain ! Are we not informed that the Blood of Chrift clean/-
eth fromall 8in 2 Can any Sin be pardoncd, till a Perfon be
mg::afted into Chrift, and hear his Voice ? And does not our
Saviour aflurc us, that to all fuch be gives eternal Life, :}?d
. . at V
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that they fhall never perifh # Joh. 1. Thun it the Guile of
original Sin was removed from all, by Confequence all would

| be faved ; but this is contrary to many exprefs Declarations
~of Scripture, which inform us, that 7rair is the Gatey and
narrow the Way that leadeth unto Life, and but few find it.

To fay that the Guilt of original Sz is removed, and that

the Guilt of actual remains ; is in Effect to fay, that a Perfon
“is at once half juftify’d and half condemn’d ; in Chrift, and

- without him ; alive, and dead ; Children of God, and of the
' Devil, at the fameTime : and pray where fhall fuch mongrel

" Monfters go at Death ! Mr. Pool juitly obferyes in his §y-

nopfis, that the Word §in in the Text aforefaid, is put col-
leétively or fynechdochically, for all Sin ; and that the Word
Waorld, as before obferved, intends both Jews and Gentiles.
What can be the Meaning of the aforefaid Notion, but to fet
fallen Man on hisLegs again in his ownConceit ! and fecretly
to eftablith the darling Idol of Frec-will, to the Dithonour of
Free-Grace,and theDifparagement of the divineSovercignty !
It is but to little Avail to acknowledge hereditary Corrup-
tion, and in the mean Time to deny the Imputation of its

- Guilt ; for then it is but an Infelicity or Unhappinefs, and
~no Fault.  The Tendency of this feems to be only to amufe

- to be more eafily dec

- they exprefs in ftrong
. would think they were found, as to the Do&rine of originul

- Sin. I was thus impofed upon my feIf by one of Note
- among the Moravians for a Time, until I fearched him more
- clofely, and then I found him tardy ; he poflitively deny’d

with fuch fort of People; while
erms the Corruption of Nature, one

Mankind, and not to .imble themat all.  Perfons are apt

the Imputation of the Guilt of the firft Sin, and endeavourcd
to bafle all the Arguments T offered in Confirmation of it.
But pray how can thofe Moravians, and their Arminian
Brethren, account for a Conveyance of original Corruption,
without anyImputation of Guilt ! T know of nothing inScrip-
ture or Reafon to fupport it ; if they do let them produce it.
Now is it anyWonder that theMoravianSeét are eafy,when

fuch ftupifying damnable Dorines arc advanced among

them !  When we ferioufly confider the grofs Ignorance of a

principal Perfon of their Party, as to many of the fundamen-i |
ta
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tal and moft important Noétrines of Churiftianity, viz, Con-
viCtion, Converfion, Faith, Juftification,®&’c. which we
may. verfonably fuppofe, has Influence upon many of that
Sect ; together with their {lighty Experiences, (for the moft
gonerally, (fo far as I can Jearn) no Complaints about their
Corruptions, and the Weaknefs of their Faith : as alfo their

Part) without a prepaatory Work of the Law ; and having

{chifimatical, fly, inconfiltent, and jugling Practices, in pro-

felyting Perfons to their Party, and drawing them away from
the precious T'ruths and true Fold of Chrift, to their detefta~ |

ble Jargon ; It will take a large Stretch of Charity, to con-

clude that there is the leaft Meafure of faving Grace in them,

notwithftunding of all their great Appearances. ,
~Once more, If it thould be objeéted, (more generally) by

any that favour the Moravian Se&, as it has been done by

Dr. Whithy, Whiften, and other Patrons of Arminianifm,

“that the peculiar Do&rines of Calvinifm, were unknown in.

‘the Church till the Time of Auffin, which was in the latter |

End of the fourth and Beginning of the fifth Century. =
I thall beg Leave to offer learned and pious Dr. Fohn Ed- -
- wards's Anfwer to this Cavil, (in his Book upon the Defeéts |

of human Lecarning,) which is as follows, viz.

<« %, Auguftine, in his Book of the Good of Perfeverante,g

¢

LY

Chap. 15. quotes fome Authors who were before him, for
¢¢ the Doétrine of Predeftination ; it is not to be doybted,
¢ faith he, but that they knew Predeftination ; and as for
other Points, which go along with Predeftination, as ori-
¢ ginal Sin, €2¢.  this Father produces the . Teftimony of
““ Juftin Martyr, Ireneus, Cyprian, Hilary, and others, to
‘“ confirn what he had faid on thofe Heads.””

11

Before the Time of infamous Pelagius, the Founder of |

thofe unhappyPrinciples,from which as Fountains the tainted
otreams of /rminianiﬁn have and do flow ; we have no Ac-
count of any Controverfy among the Ancients, refpeéting

thofe Points, which were the Subjects of Debate between

Auftinand Pelagius.  Probubly this was the Occafion, why

fome of the Fathers do not write fo diftinétly, corredly, and |

confiftently, about thefe Points, as after the ‘T'ime of mygn.
ut
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| But having the exprefs Teftimony of Scripture and Reafor

" upon our Side,®we think it the beft and fureft Antiquity !

But I haften to confider another Thing prcpofed, which

was, : .

- I To fhew what s fuppofed by, and implied in, our remem-

bering and holding faft the Truths of Chrift. And,

1. Ithink it naturally and neceffarily fipnofes, our Lia-

" blenefs to forget and loofe "T'ruths which we have once re-

' ceived, (and perhaps with fenfible Complacence) in Judg-

- ment, Affe&tion and Pratice. Thro’ our Ignorance, Cor-

- ruption, Credulity, and the plaufibl Arts of Seducers, who

- lye in wait to deceive, there be fo many doleful Inftances of

- this, in Wrltings both facred and prophane, that it is need-

. lefs to fay any Thing farther in Copfirmation of it : Only

- this may be added, that the Command in our Text is ground-

ed thereupon. There would be no Need of enjoining us to

~ yemember and hold faft, if we were not inclined naturally

- to let the precious Truths of Chrift {lip ougof our treache-

rous Memories, and to turn from them to Error and Vanity,

' in our corrupt Affe&ions | i

~ Since we have fallen from the God of Truth by the Breach’
of the firft Covenant, Error is co-natural to us, our Hearts

are a fit Soil to hatch and cherifh that Cockatrice, and be-

caufe manyErrors do either more openly or covertly befriend

Sin and Security, therefore we are naturally inclin’d to re-

ceive them,and revolt from the Do&rines of Truth to them !
Befides the Devil who is the Father of Lies and Errors,

- hasin our fallen State an unhappy Accels to our Souls, and

| if permitted, can eafily reprefent Things in fuch a falfe

. Light, as to raife a Prejudice in our Minds againft Truth ;

~ and fo endanger our Apoftacy therefrom. Hence Satan is

- juitly call’d a Sgirit of Error, a feducing Spirit.  But,

- 2. The Command in our Text fuppofes the dangerous

Confequencesof forgetting the Truth, and letting it go,

otherwife the contrary Duty would not be therein, with fo

much Earneftnefs prefled. |
When the Eye of the Body is blinded, one walks in con-

tinual Danger, and knows not whither he goes ; Perfons may

be then led any where to theirHurt ; they may be conducted

contrary
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contrary to their Expectation, to the Camp of their Eneries,
inftead of Friends, as the Syrians to Damafcus.
And how much more dreadful is it, when the Eye of the
Soul is blinded, I mean that leading Power, the Underftand-
ing | When falfe Teachers, by their bewitching Charrms,
and jugling Arts, do blind Men’s Minds, they may then tri-
umph over them, as the Philifiines over poor Samfon, when .
they had pluck’d out his Eyes: ~ &
As Truth has great Power to excite to Holinefs, fo Error
to Sin, either open or fecret, of Heart or Pradtice. ~How
ftrangely does it elate the Mind with Pride, in Refpect of
Men’s own Attainments, and poflefs it with Prejudice
againft the Sons of Truth!  Error difconforms the Mind to
the God of Truth, it often turns Zeal into 2 wrong Channel,
and feparates chief Friends.- Hereby Churches and Families
are torn in Pieces, with Breaches wide as the Sea. Some
otherwjfe valuable Perfons being poifoned with Error, have |
" made it their Bufinefs to pull down with great Induftry, that
Good which they once laboured to build up. Error in the
Mimd is the Fountain from which fprings Error in Prac~
tice ;"'and indeed the former is generally more difficultly -
cured than the latter, becaufe Perfons have more Excufes for |
the one than the other. Mift8kes in Opinion are not fo eafy |
to be difcern’d, as in Pralice. - But, | *
3.. The Command in our Text implies, that there are |
proper Means to be ufed to prevent the aforefaid Evil, and
Lofs confequent upon it: Otherwife to what valuable Pur-
pofe would the Command ferve ! Now the Means are fuch
as thefe following. | 1
1. Humility. 'The God of Truth dwells with the Hum- |
ble ; whereas fpiritual Pride ( more efpecially ) is often the
Fore-runner of a Fall inDo&rine orPra&tice ; and indeed this
| Pride is fometimes much difguis’d with a Kind of Zeal, and
Appearance of Humility, which is perhaps undifcern’d by
the Perfon that has it. |
Butin my Opinion a Difpofition to feparate from a true
Church, becaufe many of her Members are unconverted, and
fome are under Deadnefs, is a Sign of a proud Spirit: Were |
not the Fharifees of old proyd Separatifts ? o
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~ Our Lord allows the Wheat and Tares to grow together
tilF Harveft. But fome rath Zealots are for parting them,
~ or plucking them:up dire@ly, altho’ they thereby rifque the
- Safety of the Wheat. . SR
. Itis alfo an Inftance of Pride to defpife and fligh” Minifters
" or People that are unconverted, or fuppofed to be fo. Is
‘not the Language of fuch a Pradtice, as the Prophet Jfaiah
. defcribes it, Stand off, for I am bolier than thou ?  Any that
are unconverted, are Objects of Pity, and not of Contempt ;
neither does our Opinion of Men’s inward States, which isan
" uncertain Thing, diflqlve our Gbligation to exprefs that
" Honour, which is due to their different Stations. |
~ But on the contray thofe that walk humbly, walk fafely,
. and none but they. | *‘i
2. Earneft Labour, (by reading the Scriptures, Medita-
. tion on them, comparing Scripture with Scriptute, hearing
- the Word preached) #n order to underftand the Truths of Chrift
«more thoroughly, and in their Conneltion. | o
- It is alfo exceeding neceflary to be well acquainted with
the Catechifms of the reformed Churches, which give @ fum-
| mary View of the Principles’ of Religion ; and with thofe
- approved Books which do explain them. In particular, I
" would earneftly recommend %o your Perufal, Mr. Vincent’s
- Explication of the Affembly’s Catechifm, which is a moft
~ wvaluable precious Performance. | .
- And here I muft take Leave to obferve, that the Practice
- of flaying at Home, rather than going to hear fuch Minifters,
- (found in Principle and regular in Practice) as are judg’d by |
~ fome to be wunconverted, is unfcriptural and of dangerous
' Tendency (in my Opinion,) for it hangs the whole Weight
- of the publickWorthip of (God,upon the uncertain Judgment
- of Men. ‘Tho’ unconverted Minifters are not.likely to do {o
- much Good as others, yet feeing that many of them, doubt-
lefs, do preach the fame Word of God, which others do;
- why may not the fovercign God, who permits. them by his
Providence to come into the Miniftry, blefs his Word deli-
- vered by them, for the Good of Mankind ?
Befides, the aforefaid Practice of faying at Home, &c.
opens a Door to Delufion by falfe Teachers, as well as to Con-

fufions,

Y 2T
- -”“
i
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fufions and Schifms in the Church of God. People are natu=
| rilly inclined to Extreams about Minifters, either to make 7o |
- Difference atall, or to make too much. Certainly theCorin~ |
thian Difeafe is dangerous, when one fays, heis of Paul, and |
another of Apolls.  Surely Minifters fhould neither be
flighted, nor idoliz’d ! o )

I muft declare to 'the World, that I dread the Tho’ts of
Schifms & Separations in the Church of God ; becaufe of the
difmalHandle that ishereby given toSeducers,to promote their
erroneous Tenets ; and alfo becaufe of the Difhonour that is
hereby caft on God’s Name, Ways and People : hereby
~wicked Men are ftrengthned in their Prejudices againft Re-
ligion ; hereby Profeflors are diverted from promoting God’s
Work, to perfonal trifling Controverfies of no Moment.
Therefore when the Cafe {o happens, that People are diffa-
tisfied with their Minifter, and cannot get Edification by his
Miniftrations, after long and impartial Labours to this End 3
it feems moft advifeable for them humbly and peaceably (in
aregular Manner) to feek to get an Affiftant with him, if
the Place be able to fupport two ; butif not, to ask Leave
of theirPaftor and otherChurchOfficers, to go where they are
more edifyed : in the meanTime laying afide all rafhCenfures. |
Aid fhould not Minifters alfo for Pcace fake, deny them-
felves, and confent to the reafonable Propofals of their People,
waving all exafperating Refletions upon their diffatisfyed .
People, and more efpecially in their publick Performances 2
O may the God of Peace, incline us to ftudy and purfue, the-
Things tha. are for Peace ! : e

3y Means, is humbi. importunate Supplication to>
almighty God, the God of Truth, for Inftru&ion in the |
Knowlege of Truth, and Eftablithment’ therein; and that |
under a deep Senfe of our Ignorance and Foolithnefs : If any
Man lack Wifdom let him ask it of God-5 who gives liberally
and upbraids not. It is with believing ExpeQations, that we
fhould ask thefe Bleflings from God : thereby God is glori-
fied, and engaged by Promife to help his People.

But the Time is elapfed, and I muft add no more at prefent.
E - SERMON,
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Rememéer therefore bow thou baft beard and received,

and bold faf.------

EEING the Truths of Chrift are 2 moft valua-
“% ble and facred Depofitum, tranfmitted. to us
thro’ muchExpence of Labour and of Blood ; it

2 %@g would be bafe, xgnoble, and ungrateful in us to

= lofe them, thro’ fordid Negligence and Indiffe-
- rency; or to fuffer them, thro> Cowardife, to be betray’d
- and undermined bylmpoftors ; without fignifying our Sorrow
- for the Injury, and attempting to make fome Defence.
~ Forafmuch as the Church of Chrift is begirt with nume-
- rous Enemies, of various Forms ; Enemies open and fecret,
. who labour almoft inceflantly, either by Force or Fraud, to
- corrupt her in her Principles, it is of the laft Neccﬂity, to
~ be conftantly upon our Guard, and efpecially in a Time of
. publick and epidemical Infe&mn ; left we be betrayed into
~ the Labyrinths of Error and Miftake, by the plaufible Prc-
. tences of Seducers.
- To this End, it is exceeding needful to ufe thofe Means,
which tend to our common Security. In the laft Sermon,
- under the fecond general Head propofed, I made mention of
threc Means, which I judge proper to help us to retain the
" Truths of Chrift ; to which I would now add, thefe follow-
- ing, namely, in the

4. Place,
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4. Place, It is alfo exceeding neceflary, to implore the
God of all Grace, that he would pleafe of his infiniteMercy .
to give us to feel tbelgm'al and pewerful Influence of Truth .
upon our Minds and Hearts, that fo we may be moulded into |
the Image thereof,and thus transformed fromGlory to Glory, |

Altho’ the bare doétrinal Knowlege of a true Syftem of |
religious Principles, be a valuable Privilege, in as much as it
' is a needful Preparative to that which is of a faving Kind 5
yet it is dangerous and deftrutive, to reft fatisfied with it, |
) without the Experience of its Power and Influence. R, |

2. 17,----20. L
| A7hearty and enduring Endeavour, with all Humility, to |

conform in Pradtice to the Truths we know, is 2 neceffary
Mean to obtain Eftablithment in the Truth, and farther In= |
ftru@ion. If any (faith our Lord) doth the Will of God, he"|
foall know of the Truth whither it be of God. Perfeverance |
in the Acknowledgement of the Truth, is God’s free Gift;
without which we cannot ftand. Now if we are not faith-
- ful in a&ing according to what we know, God’s Spirit will

be grieved, and we are in Danger of being given up to &
Spirit of I"erorandDeluﬁo%m. 1. 21. 2 Thef. 1. 104 |
1, 12. | »

msz';l If weﬂ_ would hold faft ﬂxelex;dths of Chriﬁ-;ad we muff
umneceffary Conver [ation with Perfons gr funda-
mentally erraneous. T h&'e that bring nélt. thesggrimo Chrift
with them, we muft not reccive them into our Houfes, o |
Y bid them God Speed ; for if we do we are Partakers of their
evil Deeds. See 2 Epift. of Joh. 8.9, 10. Look to your
elues therefore, that we lofe not thofe Things we bave wronght. |
e are commanded to mark thofe that caufe Divifions, and |
t avord them. Now Perfons may be faid to caufe Divifionis,
when by falfe Do&rine (and efpecially about important
Points) ‘they alienate the Affe@ions of good Men from each
other, and break them into different Parties. Rom. 16.17.
Now 1 befeech you, Brethren, mark thofe which caufe Divifions
end Offences, contrary to the Doltrine which ye bave receved, |
ond avoid them ; for they that are fuch, [érve not our Lord
7‘.[{“ > but their own Belly; and by good Words and fairSpeechesy
&sive the Hearts of the ﬁmpl;: o
2 y ur
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Our Lord directs us o pray that we may not be led into
Temptation. Now if we are fond of erroneous Strangers,
and needlefiy rufh into their Converfation, do we not con-
tradict our Prayers by our Pradtice 7 “There feems to bea
bewitchingPower that fometimes attends (thro’ the juft Judg-
saent of God) the Converfation and Labours of falfe Tea-
chers. ' How affetionately does theApoftle Pau/ {peak about
this, to the erring Galetians, (al. 3. 1. O foolifh Galatians !
gvho hath bewitched yo:: that you fhould not obey the Truth ¢
It is ftoried of the Labadifis, an enthufiattical Sect that
fometime fince appeared in Holland, but is now happily
evanifhed, that fuch bewitching Charms attended their
Converfation, ~that few 7ho .converfed much with them
efcaped the Infetion ; a:d therefore that the Reverend

*Meflieurs Bracel and Colernarn, eminent Minifters who wrote
againft them, would not run the Rifque of much Converfa-
tion with them, efpecially in their Society. ,
6. Inorder t» hold faft Chrift’s precious Truths, it i
needful to wave 7 ;:«f1tive Sonclufion refpeéting the good State

- of Strangers, wwin we hove not -ufficient Exidences for ity in

- 7efpedt of their Lriniples, £xportences, and Praétice. Rath
judging eitherWay is certainly ur eafonable and prejudicial ;
‘whenlerfons do fpeedily,without fufficientGrounds,conclude

- Strangers, who come among them, to be pious, and per-
haps eminently fo, becaufe.of their fair Appearances in Be-

- haviour, without examining their Principles. By this. rafh

- Method of proceeding, their AffeCtions are apt to be un-
reajonably engaged in their Favour ; and thefc being in-
flamed, do give a fecret wrong Byafs to their Judgment:
and thus they lay them{elves open to all Manner of Dclufion:
thus they lay a dangerous ‘T'rain to blow up their own found
Principles, before they are aware. Their foolifhLove makes
them turn Advocates for Seducers : And in the mean Time
while they extol their apparent Piety to others, and put fa-
vourable Glofies on their damnabie Errors (by which they
ftrengthen their Party, and become Partakers with them in
their Wickedncfs) they themfelves by Degrees drink them
i, Some unhappy Effets of this Practice have aplpeaéed

| | alreaays
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ulready, and mwore probably will b and by follow — Sis fair
Warning is not taken, | | ,

7. It is neceflary in order to hold faft the pre ‘hs
of Chrift, to diftinguifb between Mlen’s States and 7 4. s
Suppofing Men’s States towards (God were good, . Julu that
make falfe Principles true ! o. fhould it induce us to receive
them? If good Men are doing that which is bad, fhould
not they be oppofed, witha Zeal equal to the Importance
of their Errors ! Did not the Apoftle Paul withftand the
Apoftle Peter to the Face, becaufe he was to be blamed ?

" 8. In order to hold faft the precious Truths of Chrift, &
godly Fealoufy of Strangers, who conceal their Principles, is but |

reafonable and neceffary.  Hiding of relizious Principles looks |

like a Confcioulefs of Guilt ; it is {c far from fcriptural
Simplicity, that it looks like Trick ard evil Defign. On
- the contrary, it is faid of our Lord, that he fioke nothing in
- Juret, i, e, he vfed the moft publick Methods of communi»
cating his Doctrines to theWorld: The Coming of the Son

of Man is reprefented by the Light’s thining from the Eaft
to the Weft ; which is open and confpicuous,  As Truth

needs no Corners or lurking Places, fo it feeks them not ;
but is willing to be publith’d on Houfe-Tops, that it may be
known of all, But falfe Teachers are won’t to ufe private
feulking Methods ; they creep into Honfes,and leadCaptive filly
IWaomen y and often by them their Husbands, and others are
corrupted. R | |

9. In order to preferve our felves and our Pofterity from

the Infection of Error, I think it is needful t» ufe (in our
proper Spheres) all fuitable Means to obtain o gedly, larned,
and regular Minifiry.  In ordinary Cafes, when any of thefe
Qualifications is wanting, the Churches Safety is indangered
in a greater or lefler Degree.  Surely the Miniftry fhould be
committed to abl, as well as faithful Men 3 Men that are
apt to teach, and able to divide the IWord aright, as well as .
convince Gainfayers, or flop their Mouths, When ignorant
Novices are admitted into the minifterial Order, they are |
apt to be pugd up, to the Churches great Prejudice, as welb
a3 their own 5 and to fpread Error, when they know it neg
Lo fay, that thefe Qualifications may be ordinerily attained

E 3 without
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" without bumane Learning, is notc.ioufly enthufiaftical and

~ foolith. For it is an Expetation of an£xd inordinaryCafes,
~ without the Ufe of proper Means tending thereto. Inftead

of trufting in God, thisis a tempting of him. He who ac-

- knowleges, that the Scriptures, which are the Rule of our

Faith and Practice, were originally written in otherTongus

- than are now Vulgar, muft have a weak Mind, an enthu-
~ fiaftical Heart, or a hard Forehead, if he denies the Necefity

- of humane Learning. In fhort, either humane Learningis
" neceflary, or there muft be /njpiration, to fupply the want

thereof. Do not therefore wonder at the enthufiaftical Talk

- of the Moravians, viz, ¢ That Perfons muft fpeak no more

¢ in religious Matters, then God has wro’t in their Hearts’,

- This I take to be Infpiration, in other Words ; efpecially
- when it is confider’d in Conneéion with their Advice

againft preparatory Studies. Methinks, it is in a2 manner

- Self-evident, that all thofe who deny the Neceflity of hu-
- mane Learning, in ordinary Cafes, to prepare Perfons for
- the Miniftry, are Enthufiafts.

. Whatfoever good Appearance, thiufting out ignorant Per-
- fons (how pious foever) into the Miniftry may have, yet it

is a dangerous Prallice, tending direlly to divide and . cor-
rupt the Church of God, and bring the Miniftry thereof into
Contempt.  Belides, wheh Perfons intrude into the mini-

* fterial Work, without any previous Trial and Licence, from

thofe who by Virtue of their Office are conftituted Fudges

- in fuck Calfes, it is doubtlefs our Duty to difcountenance them,
. let them pretend what they will. Ncne fhould take this
 Honour to bimfelf ; but wait for God’s Call and Appoint-
~ment. If any irregularly affume the Pofts of Officers, in
- the State or Army, it turns all into Confufion ; and thus
" it s inthe Churck of God. Thereforc all proper Care
- fhould be taken to prevent fntrufions, which are pregnant

with mifchievous Confequences,

10. Another Mean to hold faft Chrift's precious Truths,
i8 to confer with our [piritual Guides, about Points that are
controverted ; to hear paticntly, and confider calmly their
Reafonings ; and to take Carc, that we 4o ot entertain un-

~ reafonable Prejudice againft shem,  When the Spoufe inquired

where
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where her Beloved fed, and made his Flooks to ref at Noon,
the was bid to go forth by the Footfleps of the Flock, and feed
her Kids belide the Shepherds Tents,
Now, we fhould frequently and feelingly refle& upon the |
Truths whitn w< have heard, and remember with what |
Affeétion we have heard them.
And it is our Duy to hold them faft, in the following
Refpeéls ; namely, - e
1. In the Fudgment and Affent of our Minds. We fhould
efteem and approve of them, and judge them worthy of all
~ Acceptance ; more valuable than the finet Gold, and |
fweeter than Honey and the Honey-Comb ; right, equal, |
holy, juft, and good ; worthy of cur Labour and Purchafe ; |
but not to be parted with at any Rate. Hence is that In-
junction, Prov. 23.23. Buy the Truth and fell it not. |
2. We fhould hold faft the Truths of Chrift, in our |
Affections.  As Truth fhould be high in our Efteem, fo our |
AfteCtions fhould be fixed upon it. Hence the Apoftle
pray’d Night and Day for the Theffalonians, that they might |
be filled with the Knowlege of his Will, in all Wi{dom and |
{piritual Underftanding. The Apoftle Fobn fpeaks of his
loving an honourable Lady i the Truth, 1. e. becaufe of the
Truth ; as he himfelf explains the Phrafe in the following |
- Verfe, namely the 2d Verfe of his fecond Epiftle.
3. We fhould hold faft the Truth in our Profefion. If we |
- will not confefs Chrift before Men, he will not confefs us |
- before his heavenly Father. And indeed if we will not pro-
fefs the dear and precious Truths of the Redeemer, we are
not worthy to be called his Difciples. If we are afhamed |
of him and of his T'ruths in the midft of a froward and adul-
terous Generation, of us will the Son of Man be afthamed,
when he comes in the Glory of his Father, with the holy |
Angels.
4. We fhould hold faft the Truths of Chrift in our Prac-
tice. Hence we are commanded to adorn the Doétrine of God |
our Saviour in all Things. We fhould walk as Lights in the |
World, that thofe who feek to accufe our good Converfation |
inChrift may be athamed. ' We fhould hold forth theWord of
Lruth in ourPra&icg,that thereby thelgnorance of foolithMen |

E 4 may
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' may be put to Silence. O itisto be lamented, if poffible
" with Tears of Blood ! when the Enemies of Truth get feem-
- ing Occafion of Reproach and Triumgh; by Blunders in
- the Lives of the Profeflors of it.  O'let us be careful that
- the Interefts of Truth fuffer not, thro’ our Mifconduét ! let
- us endeavour to remove Occafion from thofe who feek Oc-
cafion ! SRS
By our Pradtice, we fhould fhew to the World our Ab-
- horrence of Deceivers, and fundamentally errosiious Perfons,
- as we would do of Perfons that havePlague Sores upon them ;
- unlefs it be to convince, reclaim, oppofe and confute them.
- Itis an inconfiftent, unjuftifiable Weaknefs, to pretend to
- hate Error, and yet court the Company of Schifmaticks, En-
- thufiafts, Seducers, and Hereticks. No Love to Perfons
- fhould equal our Love to the dear and precious Truths of
- Chrift, Thofc Perfons who dare prefumptuoufly and need-
~ lefly rufh into the Company of Errorifts, feem to have either
- little Love to Truth, or little Senfe of their own Weaknefs.
- Tam apt to think that fuch Perfons would take more Care of
- their Badies in a Time of Infe€tion, than they do of their
pc:»ord Souls.  But I procced to confider the laft Thing pro-
yos’d, |
11 'IX) thew why we fhould hold faft the Truths of Chrifl.
nd, |
1. We ought-to do fo, becaufe it is the Command of God,
- in the Text, which I am now confidering : And clfewhere,
- the Lord enjoins us by his fovercign Authority, to hold faf
the Form of found IWords, 2 Tim. 1. 3. Lo contend ear-
nefliy for the Faith which was once delivercd tothe Saints, Jud. 3.
~ To catch the Foxes, the little Foxes that [poil the Vines, be-
. caufe the Vines have tender Grapes, Cant. 2. 15, Tobeware
- of falfe Prophets, and Iolves in Shecps cloathing, Mat.7.15.
~ To beware of the Leaver of the Pharifeesy Math. 16, 6.
2. Truth is the Foundition of all prastical Goodnefs. It
- is the Mean (1) of our Illumination : the Pfalmift obferved
that God’s Werd was a Light 1o his Feet and a Lamp to  his
Path. (2) ot our Sanctification : Sanitify them thro® thy
Truth, thy Word is Truth. 1 Pet. 1.22. Sceing ye bave
purified your Souls in cheying the Trythy thre® the § pirits

(3) of
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~many and fundamental, its probable they are under a Delu-
. fion of the Devil. -

Law of God is Truth and Righteoéfnefs . The Gofpel is a

of Truth, who is its Parent and great Original. And is |

- and Signs and lyng Wanders, and with all deceivablenefs of

bolding faft the Truth. | ;7—-‘

(3) of our Confolation. Pfal. 11g. 50. This is my Comfort

inmy Afli&ion, for thy Word hath quickned me. The fweet

Truths of God’s Word are the Fountain of our Comfort,
and Foundation of our Hopes. Petfons do grow in Grace .
juft as in the Knowlege of Truth ; and hence we are bid to |

grow in Grace, and in the Knowlege of our Lord Fefus Chriff.

. Whatever Perfous may imagine or pretend, in Refpe of
- their Frames and Comforts, if they grow more dark and

ignorant as to the Knowlege of Truth, we have no Reafon
to think, if they have any Grace, that they grow in it;
but rather that they go backward : and if their Errors be |

3+ We fhould remember and hold faft the Truths of
Chrift, becaufe of their Author and Tendency. . God the Fa- |
ther is the God of Truth : The Son of God is the Way, the |
"Truth and theLife: The holy Spirit is aSpirit of Truth : The |

Gofpel of Truth, it is ftil’d emphatically zhe Truth. The
Children of God areChildren of T'ruth ; Children that won't |

- Lie: The Promifes and Threatnings of the Word are true |
as Truth it felf ; they are harmonious, firm and ftedfaft. |

Now the Tendency of Truth is to conform us to the God |

not this our higheft Honour, and our greateft Intereft ?
4. Such as do not Jwe the Truth, are in Danger of De-

lufion and Damnation. 2 Thef. 2. g, 10, 11,12, Eyenbim.

whofe coming is after the working of Satan, with all Power

Unrighteoufnefs in them that perifh becaufe they received not the .
Lyve of the Truth that they might be Javed 5 and for this Caufe
Gad. fhall fend them firong Delufion, that they fould believe
a Lie, that they all might be damned, who believed not theTruth,
out had Pleafure inUnrighteoufnefs. Obferve, my dear Bre-
thren, that when Satan the Father of Error and Lies, draws
?60p1e from the Truth, there is a Power attends his Work-
ings, and that his Inftruments carry on the Affairs of his
Kingdom with great Deceit,

» So : WG
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5. Wefhould hold faft the Truth, becaufe it is a Fruit of
 the Spirit, Eph. 5. 5. It is mentioned to the Reproach of
- fome, that they made Ship-wreck of Faith, and turned from
the Truth to Fables, 1 ¥im. 1. 19. 1 Tim. 1. 4, 6.
When Perfons fall from the Truths of Chrift, they fhew
- a childith Weaknefs and Ficklenefs. Children are fond of
~ mew Things, of Things that look bright, tho' they be of
~ little Value ; their Tinfels and Toys, are in their Opinion
- great Riches. Thus young Novices in Chriftianity,who are
. juft beginning the Chriftian Courfe,ignorant in a great Mea-
- fure as to Chriftian Principles, but full of Affection and
- Self-conceit, when aMoravian comes among them, fets down
 awhile, and looks very harmlefs and innocent and fober,
- gives fome Smiles, and talks about the Blood of Chrift, in
- their myftical Way ; and of Love, Love !--- O brave ! How
are they taken with it dire(ly, as a Child with a Rattle !
- His very fimple loving Looks, make them think he is almoft
~anAngel. O what a fineMan is this ! O the reformedChur-
- ches are not fit to be mentioned in the fame Day with this
fine new Sect | They grow weary of the old ftale Truths
- of the Reformation, they want to change their Principles
almoft as faft as their Almanacks ; with the Athenians they
nuft have fomething new. |
Such who change their Principles for the worfe, bring
- great Difhonour upon God’s Name, as well as Grief to his
ﬂople, and Injury to his Kingdom. QO it caufes the holy
- Name of God to be blafphemed, when Perfons who are
~_either really or apparently religious, turn with every Blaft,
. and foon fuffer themfelves to be fmil’d out of their Religion!
" And thofe who are enabled of pure Grace to adhere to the
~ ‘dear and precious Truths of Chrift in a Time of Tempta-
~tion and Apoftacy, O it covers their Faces with Shan.«, and
- fills their Hearts with Grief, to behold thofe with whom they
were won’t to take fweet Counfel, herding with Hereticks
~ and Enthufiafticks, and turning Fugitives from the Truths
“and Camp of Chrift! Tellit not in Gath, publifh it not in
the Streets of Askelon, left the Daughters of the Philiftines
- rejoyce, the Daughters of the Un;ircumcifed triumph, gﬂd
,, Ay
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fay, thus would we have it # Saints are hereby ftumbled, and
Sinners prejudiced, and the Ways of Zion mourn. 7’
6. By holding faft the Truths of Chrift, we thall prove
that we are living Members of the Church militant 3 which is
called 2he Pillar and Ground of Truth, 1 Tim. 3. 15. And
elfewhere it is faid concerning fome, who lived in the apofto-
lick Times, that they went out from them, becaufe they were
not of them. And hence itis faid that Herefies muft needs
come, that thofe that are approved may be made manifeff. For
indeed it fhews a weak Head, ora falfe Heart, or violent
Temptations of the Devil, to be fuddenly tofled about with |
every Wind of Doctrine, by the Slight and Craftinefs of
thofe that lie in wait to deceive. By fpeaking the Truth |
from our Hearts, we fhew our felves to be Members of |
the Church triumphant. Pfal. 15. 2. By cleaving to the
~ Truths of God, we fhew our felves to be guided by the
- Spirit of God ; for he is promifed to lead the People of God
| i‘}xt;; all Truth: And hencehe is called the Spirit of Truth, |
oh. 14.17. R
7. Methinks the .Su%:rings and Bliod af the inmumerable
Army of Martyrs, in Teftimony to Truth, fhould infpire
us with a holy Magnanimity and unfbaken Stedfaftnefs of
Refolution, to fuffer the Lofs of every Thing that is natu-
rally dear to us, rather than forfake the dear and precious |
Truths of the blefled Jefus. Let us behold the Cloud of |
Witnefles, that have gone before us ; thofe heroick brave
and gallant Souls, in Defence of prerious, precious, precious =
Truth, have fwam thro’ a Sea of, Sorrows, of Sufferings,
and of Blood, to their Father’s Kingdom. Away, away |
then with that accurfed Indifferency, and Lukewarmnefs,
about Chrift’s precious Truths, which fome do falfely call
Charity and Catholicifm | Let us rife up and plead the
Caufe of Truth, and defend it to ourdying Breath. ‘The |
more others do tremple upon Truth, the more let us efteem |
and value it ; the more dear let it be to our very Souls. O
let us ftoop down, and with the humbleft. Reverence, and
moft paffionate affeftionate Affection, let us take this in- |
eftimably valuable Jewel out of the Dirt, and put itin our

inmoft Bofoms !
REFLECTIONS.

I
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REFLECTTIONS..

" From what has been faid we thould be induced to
examine ouy [elves, as to our Refpet to Truth, and the
Influence it has upon us. It fignifies little,my Brethren, to
profefs Regard and Love to Holinefs, while Truth, preci-
~ous Truth is flighted. Itis a childith Weaknefs, tocallit
‘no worfc ; it is a beginning at the wrong End of Religion;
-tis jult as if a Manfhould fhew great Regard to the Super-
Atrucure of a Houle, and negle&t the Foundavion. What
fignify fair Shews of Love - and Holinefs, without Truth
for their Eoundation ! They are only Blinds to deceive
-the Simple, Rattles to pleafc Children.
 Itisaplain Sion of an enthufiaftical and deluding Spirit,
~to {light that precious S$yfem of T'ruths, which we have
laid before us, in a mott plain confiftent and excellent Man-
aery in our Weftminfler-Confeffion of Faith, and Catechifms ;
- among which we fee a ftrong Conne&ion, and charming
Harmony ; and in which, if we arc not blinded with Ig-
~norance or Prejudice, we may perceive a tranfcendent
" Beauty, a dire€t Tendency to exalt all the Honours of the
- divine Attributes, to humble the Pride of Man, and conform
him to the Deity, in univerfal Goodnefs andHolinzfs : There
Vice, of every Kind & Form, is juflly reprefented in its own
native Drefs of Horror and Meannefs : There fincere Holi-
~nefs is ix’d upon-it’s proper and impregnable Bafis ; and
~open’d in it’s vaft Extent and attraltive Magnificence, and
~encourag’d with all proper pertinent and powerful Incen-
~ tives : ‘There the Creatures Crown is caft at the dear Re- |
~deemer’s Feet, and all the Glory of it’s Happinefs, afcribd
- to the Mediation of our great Immanuel : There the afto-
~ nifhing Beauties of the pure, free, fovereign, rich, inex-
hauftible and glorious Grace of God, are unvail’d, in a
confiftency with the Creatures Duty ; fo as hereby to eftab-
lith the Intereftsof Vertue and Piety, upon the moft pre-
vailing and ingenuous Motives ! Now I fay to flight fuch
a blefled Self-confiftcnt Syftem of Principles, and in the
Room thereof, under a Pretence of Holinefs in a fuperior
Degree, to introduce a Buadle of inconfiftent Jargon,Con-

tradictions,
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traditions, Nonfenfe, and damnable Errors; Errors that

affeét the very Foundations of Religion, both in Doctrine

and Pradice ;--- is it not vile Enthufiafm,and deteftable De-
lufion ? . .

Certainly the Cafe of fuch who have known the Truths
of Chrift, and turn from them to Vanity,. Lies, and Non-

{enfe, is more inexcufable, than of thofe who have been

breed up in Ignorance. O what a foolifh Choice do they
make, in bartering away the.fiineft Gold for the bafeftDrofs ?
What unaccountable Ingratitude do fuch exprefs to the

great and good God, for all the religious Privileges & Means

of Improvement they have had ? They turn their Backs
upon the unfullied Snow, and facred Sweets of Lebanon,
and purfue after poifonous Streams and muddy Waters.

S —

To pretend to introduce into one Communion, all that have
an Appearance of Experience, Affection, and Piety, with-
out fearching into their main Principles, without a Concur-

rence in them (as I have Reafon to think the Moraviansdo)

is to build Babel over again, and promote the Confufion of

Languages.

It cannot be reafonably expe@ed, that fuch a-confus’d
Medley, fuch a heterogeneous Mixture will ftand long, for

it has no folid Foundation to ftand upon. To pretend to
promote Loveand Union, by concealing our Principles and
leflening our Regard to T'ruth, is to do Evil that Good may
come. Indeed it is the direét Road to Divifion and Con-
tention ; and this the Event proves. To love Perfons in a
general View as Chriftians, without due Refpect had to their
main peculiar Principles, is an unreafonable childith Paffion, |
more fit for Children and Simpletons, than for Men of Un-
derftanding.  For, as Solomon obferves, the fimple - Man be-
licves every Word, Prov. 14. 15. A pretended Union with-

out a Syftem of Principles acknowledged, is rather a Confe-
deracy, than a feriptural Union. It is infinitely more can-
did, to let others freely know our Schems of Principles, that
fo they may judge of ‘them ; and in Things of fmaller Mo-
ment, to ufe Moderation and Forbearance ; and to make

Ro more Terms of Conununion, than Chrift himfclé l;gsé
I 0
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fixed. Any other Union is neither rational, nor defirable,
- and deferves not the Name of Union.
~ But the Miravian Concealment of their pernicious Prin-
- ciples, feems to be a Fulfilment of St. Peter’s Prophefy,con-
- cerning falfe Teachers, that they fhouid privily (or covertly)
bring in damnable Hr:cfies.  Plutarch’s btory of a Boy that
- carried fomething under his Cloak, may be applied to them.
- TheBoy was asked by a Stranger, What it was he carried fo
~ clofely under hisCloak ? To wham theBoy anfwered,you ma
- well krow, that it is fomethini I don't intend you fhall
- know, by fo carrying it. All Religion that is worth a rea-
~fonable Man’s Choice is gone, when Truth is gone. All
 that is left is childith Fancy, eathufiaftical Folly, and painted
- Pageantry, . |
~ Forany Men to pretend to #now certainly who are graci-
-~ ous, as one of the Moravians did in my hearing, is to affume
- an incommunicable Prerogative of God : and to run upon
 this falfz Plan in Church-Matters, is to turn all into the
- wildeft Diforder and Confufion. | o
- Methinks the Confideration of the Truths of God, may
jutly alerm the Secure and Impenitent, and excite them to
fly from 3in to God, and humble themfelves before him, and
- feek his Favour ; feeing that all the Threats of God are
. pointed at them like fo many burning Thunderbolts, which
- the Truth of God will oblige him to difcharge at them, ex-
- cept Repeatance intercept the falling Blow.  All the Exam-
- ples of the civine Severity againft the Impenitent, which are
recorded in both the Teftaments, are fhocking Momentos
to a fecure World | U |
But let all devout Souls, who have felt the proper Influence
- of Truth upon their own Hearts and Pralices, and ftill re-
' tain a Regard thereto, Rejoyce. Go on, my dear Brethren,
in the bleffed V. - of Truth, and ye fhall receive a Crown
at luft ! The Connderation of God’s bleflsd Truths may
- fupport you, inall Manner of Diftrefles, whitlier it be by
- Perfecution from open or covert Enemies,or misguided Friends,
- The God of Truth, whofe Caufe you plead, will fooner or
- later comfort your Hearts, and crown you with Proteétion,
- and Songs of Deliverance. I
t
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It is true, Enthufiafts and Errorifts themfelves will talk of
Perfecution ; but it is not thePunithment, but the Caxu/fe that

‘makes a Martyr. Thofe that fuffer for Error, fuffer forSin, |
and not for God.  Blefled be Jehovah, that fo many in the |

Land, have a Regard to the dear and precious Truths of

Chrift | O may God increafe their Number, their Zeal,

and their Love'!

The Confideration of the Truths of Chrift, yields fweet
Support under Temptation, Defertion, and every other Cala-
mity. God is faithful who has promifed to relieve his Peo- |
ple, and able alfo, as well as willing and gracious, He has
- given many Examples of his Kindnefs this Way in Times |

patt ; yea, he has confirmed the Truth of his Promifes, by

an Qath, that we might have ftrong Confolation. The |
~ Truths of God are firmer than theFoundations of Mountains, |
* They are try’d in the Fire feven Times. The Heavens and
Earth may and fhall pafs away, but the Truths of God fhalk |
~ fland ftedfaft to all Generations. We may lean the Weight
of our everlafting Salvation upon the Truth of the lcaft Pro-

mife of God. Indeed Brethren, it will never fail us.

He that hath an Ear to bear, let him hear the Command of
our Lord, viz. to beware of falfe Prophets, who fhall come unto
you in Shecp’s cloathing, but inwardly they are ravening Wolves.
| This Scripture (in my Opinion) is juitly applicable to the |
- Moravian Brethren, They have a Sheep’s Coat on, they
~leem to be mighty mild, ‘harmlefs and innocent in their

Looks,x but inwardly they hold dividing dangerous. Princi-
ples : You may know them by their Fruits, likeVVolves they
crugilx fcatter the poor Sheep of Chrift, by their damnable
Doctrxgcs. Beware, my dear Brethren, of the Leaven;
the falfe infeQious Do&trine of thofec Moravians, who like
the. Phar.ifces of old, are proud Seperatiffs, make broad
Phila&erics, and compafs Sea and Land to make Profelytes.

bome of which, become feven-fold worfe, if poffible, than
themfelves,

Beware of the Depths of Satan, Rev. 2. 24, Obferve

(fays Mr, Henry) that thefe Seducers, call’d their Do&rines
?”P””s Myfteries, perfwading the Peoplc that they had a
tceper Infight into the Myfteries of Religion than othirs,

; ut

|
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 but Chrift calls them Depths of Satan, a Myftery of Iniquity,
' To talk of increafing Love toChrif?, in uncouth Termrs, ref
- pe&ing his Wounds, while Truth is abandoned as a Fugi-
tive, is ridiculous Giberith ; for Chrift is the Way, theTruth,
“and the Life. To talk of a Simplicity, which confifts in
- real Folly, in believing Contradictions, in tamely yielding
- up Chrift’s precious Truths, becaufe of the fuperficial Ap-
pearances of feducing OStrangers, is very unaccountable
- What is this Simplicity, but the deteftable Doétrine of the
' Roman Catholicks, new vaump’d by the Moravians ? who
are as {ubtle a Sect of People, and that under a Pretence of
- Simplicity, as has appeared on the Stage of the World for
. many Years.
. Ican’t but think, and that from fome particular Know-
lege of the Condu& of fome of them, that they fall far
fhort of many other Enthufiafts, in Candor and Honefly.
- Watch therefore, my dear Brethren, ftand faft in the Faith,
"quite you like Men, beftrong. O be not as Children toffed
. to and fro with every Wind of Doétrine, by the Craftinefs
- of thofe who lie in wait to deceive. Away with thofe forry .
- Shews of Zeal, Piety and Meeknefs, which have not Truth
- and Humility for their Foundation. May the God of Truth
gracioufly baflle all the craftySchemes,and colouredIntrigues,
- of all {fchifmatical, enthufiaftical and deceitful Babel-builders! }§
who under the Mask of Humility and Love, declare their |
Pride and Enmity in feparating from the Proteftant reformed |}
- Churches, and in defpifing and tearing of them in Pieces,
as far and as faft as they can. 'Who that ‘has got the leaft
- Spark of Love to the God of Truth, can be altogether tame
~and filent upon {o mournful an Occafion, and patiently fuffer
. the carved Work of the T'emple to be pull’d down by proud
- Seperatifts 2 Was not Meroz curfed, becaufe he did not
come up to the Flelp of the Lord againft the Mighty @, What, |
my Brethren, fhall we thro’ bafe Indifferency, let thofe |
dear and amiable Truths, which have coft our Anceftors
Blood, flip away by Moravian Hands? God forbid ! Let
us awake, my Brethren, out of ftupid Indolence, and for-
did Lukewarmnefs, and with humble, impregnable Forti-

tude, contend for the Faith once delivered tq the Saints 'B ,
ut
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But pray, why do any efteem this new upftart Moravian
Sect? Is it :

1. Far their Shew of Meeknefi and Harmlefinefs ¢ Bug
may not Perfons, under this Guife, have cruel Defigns and
Difpofitions ? Don’t our Lord tell us, that Wolves fhall
come in Sheeps Cloathing ! And what is this Sheeps
Cloathing, but a Covert of Meeknefs and Harmlefsnefs 2
But what Evidence have we that the Moravians are really |
meek,when we fce them not expofed toTemptations? They '
generally fhunDebate, which would try their Meeknefs : but
if any of them happen to be try’d a'little, they fhew their
- Weaknefs as much as other People. Befides, it ought to
~ be confidercd, that there is a threefold Meeknefs, viz.
1. Natural ; fpringing from a natural Temper of a mildge
Mould. 2. Moral ; proceeding principally from felfithCon~ |
- fiderations ; thefe two are of littleMoment. And 3. There
is a finful Meeknefs ; that is, when Perfons are Lukewarm
about God’s Truths, as the Moravians are. But while the |
Moravians cover themfelves with a Sheep-Skin, like cruel

- Wolves they fcatter the poor Sheep of Chrift. Like Foxes '

- they craftily and fheakingly creep into the Vineyard, and |
dpoil the tender Grapes with their deteftable Beluﬁons.
How very different are the Fruits of their coming into this |
Country, from the Reverend Mr. WHITEFIELD’s ! His |
plain and pungent Preaching of the Trruths of the Reforma- |
“tion, united generally the Hearts of good Men thro’ the |
Land,  But the Moravians where-ever they have any Influ-

- ence, divide the People of God, and fet them a jangling.

How very different are thefe Men from the Spirit of Lu-
ther, whom they pretend a Refpeét to. He was fo zealous
for Truth, that he exprefled himfelf thus, refpe&ing it, viz. |
ThatMadnefs was better thanMildnefs in the Caufe of God =
‘Rather, fuid he, let Heaven and Earth rufh together, than
one Crumb of Truth thould perith.  Potius Czlum ¢t Terra |
ruerent, quam una mica veritatis periret,  QOr,

2. Is it becaufe they fmile generally, and appear loving & |
~But, Brethren, is not this ‘Fudas-like, to betray us witha:s |
Kifs 7 For while they thew fuch Love, they draw pious .
People into Error, and fo fet them a quarclling with one .

k another
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'another. If this be their Love, may the good Lord deliver
us from it | Shall we fuffer them to fimile us out of our Prin-
ciples ? Then I'm fure we are poorly grounded in them.
Z?Away., away with fuch fordid Complyamc ! |

3. Isit becaufe they profefs they areCatholick, or agamﬂ all
ESe&arlamfm ? This isindeed a moft fubtleDevife : for while'
they talk fo,they are bufily making a newSeét ; and thoic that
j@m with it, how ever 1rrnorant, erroncous, or dark in Ex-
perience they be, they are prefently efteemed and carefled,
‘while all others who will not join with them, how knowmcr '
-~ and experienced foever they be in Chriftianity, are def 1fcd
Befides, as I am informed, they will join with no Chuw h but
tHeir own. Or, ,

4 Isit becaufe of their Shew of me/zt whxle in the
'mean Time they undervalue all but, z‘/Jam_/Z'/'vcs ?  Some of
the Heads of that Party, have fpoken moft reproachfully in
New-Brunfwick of all the Proteftant reformed Churches.
One of them in my hearing compared them to Rabel. Is
this Humility,to imagine themfelves more advanced inGrace,
' than all the World befides? I'm fure, it’s of a different
' Stamp from that of the Apoftle Paul, who look’d upon him-

- felf to be lefs than the leaﬁ of all’ Samts And thofc whom

' they profelyte, in the midft of their ignorant Zeal, betray
- horribleArrogance, in proudly difdaining all the Churches of
- Chrift when compared with their Sect.

5. Isit becaufe they have the Appearance of grcat Mor-
tification 2 1 anfwer, their Mortification is not agreable
' to the Scriptures ; becaufe they are ignorant of a preparatory
' Work of the Law If wemay believe Count Zinzendorf,
when they are converted in their Way, they are free from
. Complaints of Sin and Struggles with it, and fo get into 4
- Sleep. What is this but the Fruit of Blindnefs & Delufion ?
Do tbe Law and to the Teftimony : if they [peak not according
~ theretoy it 15 becaufe theve is no Light in them. Or,

- 6. Is it becaufe they fay they have Communion with Gody
- and in Confequence hercot Foy and Sweetnefs # 1 anfwer
- When we conﬁdcr the Antinomian Principles they hold, con-
- cétning Faith and juftifiéation, as well as the proud Effedts
of their pretended good Frames, and that under a Mafk of
| Hurnility
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Humility ; asalfo their denial of a Law-Work ; ‘We have
grreat Reafon to fufpet their Communion to be but a Delufion
of the grand Enemy, and their ?‘g: to be theJoys of Time=
Yelievers, and Stony-Ground Hearers, See Heb. 6. 4.
True Communion with God does certainly humble the.
Soul. Ifai. 6. 4. ‘Fob 42. 5, 6. It’s no new Thing for
Antinomians and Enthufiafts to talk of Joys and Comfortse
T'he old Antinomians were won’t to commend their Princi~
ples to others by this, that they were an experienced Cure|
§ to all Soul-Trouble. And it’s true enough, theyare a Curey,
but a falfe one. S .
"The Moravians, with their Brethren the Antinomians, and
other Enthufiafts, feem to forget both the Doétrine and
Practice of Repentance. 1don’t remember to find any thing |
- of it in the Count’s Scrmons, neither can I perceive any|
thing of it in their Practice. But why fhould they repenty |

whil’;j: they pretend to Pegeﬁz'm 4 ?No, no; thgx have got |
above that in their own Conceit. Now feeing their Com='

forts don’t come after the Exercife of Repentance for Sing
have we not Reafon to fufpeét them? g
7. Is it becaufe they travel and take great Pains @ 1
anfwer, Did not the Pharifees of old compafs Sea and Land, |
- to maxe one Profelyte ; and when he was made, was he |
not twofold more a Child of Hell than themfelves ! And |
do not Fefuits, and many otherEnthufiafts, travel ftill ? But
what (Good do the Moravians do by their travelling, unlefs -
\ it be good, to fow Tares, to corrupt and divide religious |
| People? Or what Good can reafonably be expeéted from
- Perfons, who reject the 4.aw of God, and think it not their
Duty to make Application to unconverted Perfons in a State of
Security, cither to alarm or direct them. See the Count’s
Sermons, Pages 69, 70, , o .
. But they are deny’d to the World. Anf. So was Disgenes |
inhis Time, So were the fulfe Teachers inPaul’s Time,who |
“try’d to Reproach him. 2 Cor. 11, 12. And do not the |
begging Friars among the Papifts, as alfo their Monks and |
unsy give up all their worldly Goods ?  Peter feems to
boatt of their leaving all {'ar Chrift, Mat. 19. 27. Butdid
gt Sudas do this, as well as the reft ¢ Did not Awanias
- Fa sand
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and Sapbzm put the chief of their Eftate into a common
‘Treafury, for the Maintenance of others? Af&s 5. And
this they did freely, for there was no Neceflity laid on them
" to fell their Pofleflion. A5 5. 4.
" Plato and Fofephus relate of the Eflines, a fuperflitious
Seét among the fews, not much better than the Pagans,
that they contemned the World ; they were not only €x-
‘cecding abftemious as to fenfual Pleafures, but fo far def-
pis’d Riches, that none was admitted into their Society till
- he had parted with all his Poffeflions.
~ Yea, many of the Pagans contemned Wealth, particu-
Jarly among the Lacedemonians. It is reported of Phgcion,
~who was forty five Times chofen Governour of Athens, and
‘had thereby the greateft Opportunity to enrich himf{clf, that
‘he lived in a State of voluntary Poverty : when Alexander
offered him a Donation c{ nineteen Thoufand Pounds value,
‘and befides his Choice of one of the four Cities of Afia, for
his conftant Support, he refufcd both.  Epaminerdas, the
| brave Theban Generzl, in the midft of Opportunitics to en-
'rich himfelf, liv’d fo meanly, that he had but one Coat ; fo
' that when thet was fent to the F ullers, he was oblxg’d to
' keep at Home till it was brought back. Many more In-
Rances of the like Nature, might be added ; but thefe at
prefent may fuffice. | | |
But methinks, my dear Brethren ; the Confideration of
that glorious State, which the Sons of Truth fhall be intro-
\duccd into, after a few Moments expire ; fhould invite
jthem to be earneft in Defence thereof againft all Seducers, !
“and patient in enduring their uninft Reproaahes Aftera
few Moments more are c"xplcd the Children of Truth {hall
" walk with God in White, in a Robe of Honour, in a State
o Bleflednefs.  Ifay, they fhall walk in the (mllcrles of
" Paradife, and drink the Streams of Ne&ar and Ambrofia
- There all Sighing and Sorrow will for ever expire ; and in
Place thereof fhall fucceed the greateft, fweetett, fureft, moft
Matisfadtory, and finles Joys. There Reproach Error and
Conteft will be for ever bamﬁlcd 3 and pure Truth, unfading,
Honour, and uninterrupted Reft, take Place thereof 1
| | The
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The Children of Truth ( fuch who have experience d its

Energy, and walk’d accordmg to its Direction) fhall carry

Crowns of | Vié’tory upon their Heads, and Palms of Honour |

in their Hands !
~ There Impurity and Sin will not be fo much as mene-
tioned !

There the eternal God will be beheld, in all the dazling

Glorv of his Attributes, in all the fhmmu Charms of his
Word and Works | .

There the dear Redeemer will be admir’d, and adored by
all the Hofts of Heaven ; while they attentxvely view his
mediatorial orient tranfcendent Excellency ! |

There the Underffanding will be pleas’d, with the. nobleff
- Entertainments, of the fublimeft Knowlege, attain’d with
* Eafe, and to the utmoft Perfe&ion !

There the pure Springs of Truth will be fully mcn’d and

run in liquid and inceffant Rivulets, thro’ all the Paradxfe of .
God: The Underftanding fhall no more be clouded wzth

Ionorance, or tainted with Miftake !

There the 774/ fhall be fatisfy’d, with en_}oymg the fu-

pream Good |

* There the noble Soul of Man in all-its Powers, WIH be R

freed from its prefent Clogs and' Incumbrances, which ob-

fcure its Views, obftruét its Peace, and retard its Motions™!
Therc it will expand all its Wings, and embrace a Good

Auited to its fpiritual Nature, noble Original, vaft Deﬁrcs, |

and inceflant Duration !
There the eternal God will be -worfhipped in the per-
feCtion of Beauty, without Sin and without Uneafinefs :

No difcording Sound fhall ever be heard from the Harps of |

thofe heavenly Chorifters |

There the inferiour Paffions of the Soul, fhall ever kcep:

their proper Channel, and obferve duechreu of Motion !
There the orlguml Beauty, and ancient Harmony, that
adorn’d the Soul, before its fatal Fall from God, fhall be
reftor'd to the hlgleﬁ Perfection 5 and that which is in Part

~ fhall be done aw ay.
There not‘car of any impendingEvil ox(,alcmnt\ fhall ever
pcrpiex difturb or diftrefs the piows Bofom : No, t}mi
¥ 3 Ml
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fhall be fully affur’d of the perpetual Continuance of the
~divine Favour ; a pleafing Calm and undifturbed Seremty,
{hall ftill poflefs the Soul, thhout Murmur or Uneafinefs !
There no erroneous Smtzment: no ungenerous Fealoufies,

_fhall ftain’ the Beauty, interrupt the Pleafure, or mar the
| Harmony of Socxety ; neither of thefe fhall have anyAccefs
" to, or Refidence in that Seat of Truth and Purnty, of Love
- and Peace !
~ There Temptations fhall come to a perpetual End ; that
_ envious and malignant Spirit fhall no more fully our Inno-
- cence, or difturb our Peace, by his Temptations whick

will then ceafe for evermore : What amazing Sweetnefs,
- muft iffue from the View of the divine Astributes ? When
~the Vail which now intercepts our Sight is removed, and
" they appear in their native Charms, their open’d Onency
~and Luftre | If the fmalleft Glimpfe of one of the divine
_ Perfections, fometimes tranfports the Soul into Extafy and -
~‘Ravifhment, what will the immediate uninterrupted and
“united View of them all, effect ! O the mexpreﬁible
lleﬁ'ednefs of the Glorify’d !

- What endearing Sentiments of Soul muft infpire the Chil-

————— ﬁren of Truth, while they behold the enthroned Fefus array’d
,,,,, _with the bncrhteﬁ Majefty, and moft awful Glory ; —whale

!they fee the Slgnatures of his dying Love, and recount the
| Labours of his Life, and Sorrows of his Soul for them !
- O when they revolye in their Minds the humble and afto-
*snithing Stoop of condefcendmg Majefty, in the whole of
ow Lord’s Humiliation, with the gracious Defign thereof,
~how deeply will it affect their Hearts, that he who was the =
" Sovercign of the World, thould come in the Form of a Ser-
-_vant, that we might be madc the Sons of God 3 that he who
 was Rich fhould become Poor, thut we thro’ his Poverty
~might be made Rich ; that the Chaitifement of our Peace
~ was laid upon him, that thro’ his Stripes we might be
hﬁ.axtd !

- There the Contrivance of the gracious Covenant will be
perfa&ly laid open, wherein the harmonious  Dif play of
God’s venerable Attributes has appeared to theAftenifhment
of the angelick Throng, who fiecop down to behold the un-
fgarchable
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fearchable Depths of divine Grace in the Redempuon of

 Mankind by the Blood and Obedience of the-Lord Jefus

Chrift ! Herein Wifdom devis’d a Way to fatisfy divine

]u{hce, and yet fave the guilty Criminals from merited De-

ftruion. So that Juftice can demand no more, and Mercy

is cloathed with a Coat of Arras, vefted. with: ﬁately *
Charms, and attractive Magn.ficence.

‘There the Works of Nature and Depths of Pramdeme
will be fully unfolded, to the equal Aﬁomﬂnnent and Delight
of all the Inhabitants of Heaven ‘The fecret Springs, the
- ftrong Conne&ion, and fweet Relation of Providences, with
their Conducivenefs to compafs one uniform néble Defign,
namely, the manifeftative Glory of (5od, and in fubordma-
tion thereto, the fpecial and enduring Goc,d of his Pe0ple,
will be difcovered '

Here fometimes the great God makcs Darknefs his Pavx— 4
lxon, and hides the Face of his Throne ; his Footfteps are.
in the great Deep, and we cannot found the Depths™ of his |
providential A&ings by the Line of our ﬂnllow Reafon -
but the End will crown the Scene, beautlfy the whole Pmce,
“and magnify the Glor} of it’s Author." |

- There will be no Obje&ts of Mifers,, on Account of Error
in Prmcxple, or Impiety in Pradtice, to invite our fympa-:
thetick Tears and Sorrows ; no Allay of (mef or - Pam to
difturb our inceffant Felicity ! o ,

- There our Father’s Face will never be hid from us any
mon., by a gloomy Defertion 5 but we fhall without Inter-
ruption and Period, enjoy the bright Meridian of hxs Love, s
which is better than Life itfelf |

There no Diverfity of Sentiment fhall mar the Sweets of
focial Worfhip, but unallay’d Harmony and inimitable
Beauty, fhall ever adorn the Courts above, and blefs thofe

calm Regxons of Light, of Life, of Dayl

But indeed all Words and Tmages of Thox'ort even c:f
the boldeft and moft exalted I\md faint before t! he Pamdlfc
of God, and cannot convey fufficient Idcasof 1(:. |

I o4 | / O
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O may the great and gracious God, the God of Truth,
|dire€t us into the Paths of Truth and Holinefs, and keep us
by h's Grace in them here, until our deftin’d Time is
elaps’d, and then tranflate us into his own Kingdom of
‘Glory und Bleflednefs, thro’ Fefus Chrift our Lord,
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) Think it neceffary to annex an Account, of |
GY fome of the Errors which Count Zinzendorf
30 not long fince exprefled in New-Brunfwick s
B O fome of which T heard him affert my felf, and
SOUSIIAQ the reft were heard by Mr. Henerick Vifbery |
o oo a Perfon of good Intelligence and Probity. |
The Count not giving Liberty for two to be prefent with |
him at one Time, when Quieftions were ask’d about religi- |
ous Matters, there was no Room left for a joint Teftimony
toall the following Articles, . N
- The mifchievous Effe@s of the Moravian Converfation,
in fomc Places in this Part of America, in corrupting . reli-
gious Perfons with falfe Notions of divine Things, and in
making unhappy Divifions among them ; together wiy br their
extraordinary Method of concealing (generally) their perni-
','CiQusiPrinciples, is I think a fufficjent Apology for the pre- |
" fent Effay to difcover them to the World, in the Manner I
have now taker. Now.theﬁl?ar:iculars are thefe following : |
B |

- I ¢ That it is not needful to preach the Law,but hurtful,
% under the Gofpe! Difpenfation. o
2. ¢ That the Law is not 2 Rule of Life to a Believer, |
3+ ¢ That the Unconverted are not under the Law, under
¢ the Gofpel Difpenfation, o
4 ¢ That the moral Law belougs only to the Jews.
- 5 ¢ "That Conviction s not neceflary to Converfion, but |
S very hurtful : and that the Presbyterian Dodrine !
.} refpedting preaching of the Law, is falfe, N
| o §$ 6, That

¢ i Rea, ke
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That thofe who are juftificd,are juftified from Fter-
nity in the Sight of God, and aétually at the “Time
of the Crucifixion of our Lord, |
T'hatFaith is not aMean orInftrument of ]uﬂiﬁcation.
‘That Faith is only a Mcan of the comfortable enjoy-
ment of Juftification,

That Faithisnot neceflar y to Juftification or Salvation.
¢ That the Nature of Faith confifts in a Perfwafion
¢ or Belief, that our Sins arc pardoned, and that
¢ Chrift died for us’, It being objeéted, that if the
Nature of Faith conﬁﬁs in the aforcfaid Perfwafion,
“then when it was gone, Faith would be loft : He re-

LA TN U U . U L N L

| pIy’d ¢ That the Nature of Faith might be loft, but

3
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“not the Thing it fclf or Being of 1t. |
“That there is no fuchThing as fpiritualPrefumption,
‘That no gracelefs (.,re.zturc.s had hlﬁoncal Faith,
- but the Devils, - =

That the Guilt of Adam’s Sin was removed from
‘all, by the Death of Chrit ; 3 that his Crofs was the
Period or End of it. - ,, ~

That 2 Man is converted as foon as he has an abi-

ding Senfe of his Sin and Danger @ for lie aflerted

‘that the Senfe aforefaid, flows from a Prmcxple of
divine Life.

That the Converfion of the reformed Church, bya

preparatory Law-Work, was only a Dclu{xon and
that there was nonc of the Moravian Brethren

converted that Way, that he knew of. i
"That the excrcifing of Reafon in the Appr chenfion

of any Danoer, was not neceﬂhr y to Converfion 5
becaufe he ﬂud it was done ‘in the twmklma of an '

Eye, without preceeding Preparatives. |

That a converted Perfon cannot fin againft Light,
and that if they finn’d, they tho’t what they did
was good.

That David was unconverted when he commxttcd' ;

Adultery 5 and Peter when he denied his Mafter 5

and that Paul fpeaks of himfelf as unconverted, in
¢ the whole feventh Chapter to the Romans Th'itt he”

¢ hme
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¢ himfclf was a Sinner, and would be fo to Eternity, |
| ¢ and that we {hall need Chrift us much then as now, |
- . The Count being asked, whether a converted Perfon

~could Sin?  He faid, ¢ that he could if the Lord |
¢ Jefus left him, but that he was fure he would not,
That old T'cftament Inftances might be brought
for Illuftration, but not for Proof.
'That Chrift laid down his Life for all the Offspring |
of Adam : neverthelefs that there was a certain |
Election, but no Reprobation.

L)

20,

"N s N o

The aforefaid Partiéuléirs':ire not Confequences drawn
~ from the Count’s Words, but his own exprefs Declarations,

and that for the moft Part in anfier to Queftions ‘ask’d of |
him ; feveral of which he reafpned a little upon. -

. Here I fhall beg Icave to fubjoin the Extra& of a Letter |
fromy Mr. John Stockersy Merchant of Amflerdam, (a Perfon
of good Charactet) dated Aupuf. 1741, to Mr. George
- Brinkerboff Merchant of New-York, relating to the Mora-
vians or Herenhouters, tranflated from the Dutch.

¢ As to the Herenhoyters, much might be faid, beyond |

the Bounds of ‘o Letter. The paftoral Letter is 'a lively |
Reprefentation of them. Mr, Kulencamp the Author of
¢ that Letter, has wrote two other fimall Traétsagaintt them;
and alfo the Reverend Mr. Knypers 3 and three Profeflors ;
viz. the Reverend Meflicurs Fonert, Vaget, and Gelders,
have wrote againtt them. ~ .
¢ I'account them a mifchicvous People, worfe than ever
the‘ Labadifts appearcd to be, who were orthodox in the
Point of Juftification: but thefe People have a Mixture
of many Errors, I fhall mention fome of the chief.
- ¢ That Man is Part of the divine Being, =

¢ They hold the Perfefion of the Saints in this Life,
¢ They belicve that Saints'may fall away ; and likewife
' that one may be faved in the lz;'pfcﬂion of the Pagan and
f ]CWlﬂrReligion. |

<
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¢ They believe that all Men, yea and cven the very De-
vils will be faved.

¢ Who will not be aftonithed at fuch Propofitions, from
Men who give themfelves out for abfolved Chriftians, who .

are’ bouOht by the Price of the Blood of the Lamb ! and

who are umple and harmlefs, while they are full of Sub-
tlety, and cherith a Complication of Errors.

¢ They are alfo infincere and inconfiftent with themfelves,
propofing that at one Time, which at another Time they

will deny ; going about with Untruths ; having noRegard

for *the Trutbs and the, written Word, pretendmg that

they have Chrift within them, to be a living Bible ; and -
' fuch like Things as thefe.

¢ Their Meetmgs are no more fuffered amongft us, be-

L AT A AT A """

(ing neither inftruétive nor profitable. They will reada
Chapter out of the Bible, particularly out of the ncw
%;Te{’cament 3 upon which they fpeak in fome confufed
‘Manner ; fing fome of their Hymns 5 awd it may be they
‘will pray, which has but little"in it.  See here in brief
fomething of them. -

¢ They were treated in a mild and in a friendly Manner,

<
c
3
c
e
3
‘
¢
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but would not fuffer themifelves to be examined. Its

true they don’t belong to the reformed Church, but they

pretend to go between the Lutheran and the reformed |
Church, and that they are neither of the one nor of the.
other, but that they come neareft the Lutheran. The Lord |
be praifed, they have not triumph’d, for by that Means
all Rehgmn would have been in Confufion, and the fun-
damental Truths taken away ; by which the Church muft |
cither ftand or fall. ~Therefore away with fuch! Or a |
the Apoftle exprefles it, from fuch turn away. Thus |
far with Refpe& to the Iferenhouters. |

Mr Samuel Finl y, a Preacher of the Gofpel, informs §

me, in a Letter from Philadelphia, bearing Datc, February
15. 1742, |

That he had fome Difcourfe with Count Zinzendorf by an §

Interpreter, (he refufing to difcourfe with him in Latiny
becaufe he was a Presbyterian) the Sum of which was a3
follc:ws The |
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I, ¢ TleCount bf‘mg asked, whether the Apoftle fpake |

of himfelf as unconverted, thro’ the whole feventh Chap- ='

ter of his Epiftlc to the Romans? He anfwered in Englifh ;
Yes ; doubtlefs as unconverted.

2. ¢ Refpedting Perfedrion, "The Count would feem to |

|

grant that true Chriftians had Sin ; and yet when I la-_;_,
boured to prove this, he would again fet up aga.mﬂ: me:

this was juft the Cafe.

3. ¢ Linquired whether David was ‘gracelefs When he

committed Adultery ? He anfwerid, Yes. Andall the

Diftin&ion he ufed refpecting thie, was that there was
Grace in Store for Damf but that he had not. thtn re- |

ceived 1t.

4. ¢ Iinquired aboust ]uﬁmcatmn, whcme*‘ it was ter-: |

nal ! He anfwered yes.

¢ T ask’d of what Ufe Faith was in- Futif ;atwn‘ ? He;.

anfwered, that it was a Manifeftation of it.

¢ Tinquired, Whetlier one that had ]u‘hﬁcat‘on mani- |
feﬁed clearly to his (,onfuencc, could ever doubt of it? |

He anfwered, that he might afterwards doubt of it,

¢ Laftly, T mqmred whcthcr the Saints would have need |
of I‘a1th to all Etermty ?. He anfwered, Yes j and infifted |-

onit: But by this Time it was nine of the Clock atNight,

and our Conwerfdtxon Lnd(d

* Here I fhall add fome Extrac’l», out of a Moravxan Book
- thus Intitled ; | o

Slxteen Difcourfes on the Re iemptlon of Man byéa

the Death of Chrift, preach’d at Berlin, by the

right Reverend and moft Huftrious Count Zin-

zendarf, Bifhop of the ancient Moravian Church,

- tranflated trom the high Dutch, with a Dedlca-'

tion to the Arch- Bdhopa, Bifhops and Clergy,
giving fome Account of the Moravian Brethren,
London Printed for Fames Hutton, 1740.  This

Book is p refaced and figned by Ludovicus de

For
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For the Reader’s Eafe, I will fet the Count’s Words in
one Column, and my own Remarks on them, in another.

Here the Count
“afferts, that theSaints
are poor and ncedy
in Hcaven.

Here Perfe&xon is
afferted.  It’s like-
- wife fuppos’d in this
- Paragraph,thatGodis

- not theAuthor of that
‘Holinefs which is in

’;hxs Pc0ple.

| i,’%‘I,-I(cre Perfection is
~deny’d. A new
- Purgatory difcover’d.

- And Sin afferted to-
- be fomething mate-

. rial,

. Perfection afferted,
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Preface, Parres 2 & 3. third,

That the onlyWay to Salvation
for all Mankind, is that for the
Merits of the facrificed Lamb, |
they obtain Grace & Remiffion
of all their Sins, and remain his
poor needy dependant Creatures
in Time and Eternity,
Preface, Pa. 3 & 4. ¢ That
it 1s no wonder, that all thofe
who know what Sin 1s, and
have olzmincd Permiffion not t
Sin any m ey refrain from Sin,
and lcad a godly Lifey---
Page ¢« We cannot deny, "
that we /z'zll have Sin, 1 Joh
1 8. and that we fhall carry it
to theGrave. Our eryNature
and the whole Mafs f Manis
infeéted with the Poifon of the

Jinful Matter ;5 the beftRemedy

againft which is 1€’s Fermenta-
tmz in the Grawve, that thus our
Saviour may produce fomething
better.

Page 12. ¢ For this Purpofe

the Son of God was manifefted,

that he might deftroy theWorks
of the Devil, 1 foh. 3. 8. to

diffolve and tear the Syftem of
Sin to picces, that inthe Faith

fm’ Lujt cannot be conceived, nor

bm bnngmg forth Death, 74771. |
. Math. 5. 28. but that ,.
Sm muil be always kept under

Foot and in fubjecion, and fo
lofe
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¢ Tofe its Dominion and Power
¢ more and more, that it dare not

¢ /}zr, or always expeét a new

¢ Death, The faithful Believer
¢ darc not fo much as give Ear to
¢ Sin, much lefs to enter into;any
¢ fruggle with it.

Page 16. ¢ Faith doth never

¢ give us Leave to Sin.

Page 16." ¢ This is the very
¢ Reafon why fo many Souls arc
¢ loft, mot becaufe they have finned,

¢ but becaufe of their Unbelztf
- ¢ But itis alfo true, that finning
¢ is not the Caufe of Rejeétion ac-
- ¢ cording to the New-Tcftament.

Pacre 17,

!¢ the neare/? Right,
4 bis Grace foone/t and eafief?.

¢ Good is better, and none for bis
K many Enormities worfe.

Page 23,
¢ commend his Salvatxon in all
¢ their Words and Writings, that
“ every one may have a Rngz to it,

“if he will.

Page 23.
¢ verfal Reﬁarer of all Mankind.
~ Page 29. < He will do all by
¢ his Spmt, fend a Fire upon the
¢ Earth, pour out his Love into

¢ all Hcartb,
¢ Dead with the Breath of Life,

“ Here one mus? do nothing but

¢ quietly attend the Viice of the
$ Lord,

/

< The Wicked and
Smmrs have the firf, the moft-and
and abtam

Page Ig. ¢ None for bis /ztt/e'

¢ The Apoftles re-

For Jefus is the uni-.

nay endow the

‘Petfe&iOn. !

Perfons not rejeéted
for Sm, butUnbelief:
Here its infinuated,

that Unbelief i1s no
Sin’; and yet theCaufe

‘of Re_]e&lon. L A

Grefé Impzcty the
dxre&eﬁ Road to eb-»-;
tain Grace & Mercy,

Sin no Hindrance,

~and moral Vertue of

no Service, to obtam
Grace. | |

Free—wxll aﬁ'erced

Univerfal Salvatx-
on afferted. o
Sp mtual Sloth ne-
ceﬁ'ary in order to
obtain Grace,
Enthuﬁaﬁn encou-
raged, in a pretended
waiting upon the
Voice of God, with-
out theUfeof Means.
’I hofc
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~Thofe no Wit-
" nefles of Chnft, who
- urge the Ufe of
~ Means, in order to
- obtain Grace.

A preparatory

~Work ambiguoufly
; and ﬂzly denied.

; ém&_ S

| The active Obedl-

ence of Chrift exclu-

ded from being a
' Caufe of Salvation.
- TheMoravians fpeak
muchof theBlood and
W oundsofChrift,but

“as'to his active Obe-

~ dience they are filent.

~ Chnift a Propitia-
~ tion for Sins after
- Peath. - Here the
Salvation of the
Dammed, is infinua-
ted,

The aGual Juftifi-

cation of all, from
the Time of Chrift’s
~ Death.

Lol W BRI ,

Page :K ¢ Our Saviour him-
¢ felf muft make the Beginning
¢ of fuch a Salvation. For nome
< of his Witneffes require of Men,
< that they fhould begin to help them-
¢ felves,but our Saviour fays,I will
¢ draw all Men after me; thy
< fhall only fuffer themfelves to 6: |
¢ delivered and reconciled.

Page 2¢. ¢ Wherefore it is not
Gofpel-like to prefcribe Rules,
Wethods and Difpofitions, or
¢ require an Equality of Souls.
We muft leave all that to the
free (srace of our Redeemer,
how he may and will lay hold
of Souls.
Page 31. ¢ The original Caufe
of all Grace is only to be fought
for in the Merit and Satisfattion
of Chrift 5 be in his bloody Crofs -
and Paﬁim muft be all i m all to
us, and the only Caufe of our
Salvation.

Page 31. ¢ Wherefore he that
¢ underftands the Myftery of the |
¢ Crofs and Wounds of Chritt,
¢ can never want Comfort and
¢ Relief, even tho’ he were the
¢ gr reatelt Sinner, for Chrift is
¢ the Propitiation for all Sins paft
¢ and future to all Eternity. |

Page 31. ¢ On the Crofs he
¢ made a Confeflion for all the
¢ World, when he faid, Father,
¢ forgive them. And when be
¢ cried out, ’#s ﬁng/bed He gave.
< Abfolution to all 1icked Rebels.

Page

[ a0
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Page 31. ¢ Upon this Confi-
¢ deration we nged not be anxious,
¢ left Souls fhould nat be humbled
¢ and contrite enough for theirSins.
- Page 31. ¢ InreceivingGrace,
¢ all muft feel a certain Degree of
S Humiltation, as much as our
¢ Saviour fees neceflary for them,
¢ to their new Creation.

Page 32. ¢ The ordinary Me-
¢ thed of our Saviour is not to pre-
¢ feribe Souls a long Preparation
- ¢ and Form of Repentance, but, it
¢ cofts him oftentimes but anel¥ard,
¢ and Grace is prefent-and takes
¢ away all Sins. —

Page 33, 34. ¢ The Name
¢ Jefus is his own proper Name,

¢ which he bears as our Flefh and

- ¢ Blood, for the Benefit of all
- ¢ Men, be theyever fodead,fick,

- $ or ever fo miferable and finful ;

¢ by this his Name all can and

¢ fhall obtain Life and Salvatin.
Page 36. The Count fpeaking
of Elders or Minifters fays, < They
“ dare fpeak nothing, but what

 Chrift works in them.

~ Page 41. TheCount fpeaking
- of a Member of Chrift fayeth,
¢ Faith is his Duty, and Holinefs
“ his Nature ; and whereas other
¢ Men difpute with Sin, wreftle
- ¢ and fight againft it, and yet per-
¢ haps ate overcome, ‘according to
¢ the pathetick Defecription of St.
¢ Paul, Rom. 7. The Members
¢ of Chrift are affured, that fince
“ Death, the Wages of Sin, (gf
»

A ,prebax*atory
Work unneceffary.

A preparatory
Work neceflary.

A preparatory |
Work,ordinarily, un-
neceflary,

| Univerfal ;;Salva;g_ ’_
on, exprelly afferted. |

Immediate Inf] pi-
ration infinuated, .

~ Holinefs no Duty. |
- TheLawtheCaufe
of Sin. E
Such whofeConteft
with Sin Pau/ {peaks
in the feventh of the
Romans, no true |
Chriftians, ‘
Pet-
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Perfc&non attained
by all true Chriftians.
A Conqueft over
 Sin eafy ; for fuch as
- get their Necks out
of the Collar of the
- Law.

BN D I x

wnider their Feet all is ycaur 5 |
whether Life or Death 1 Cor, |
3. 22, Since they flipt their Necks
out of the Collar of the Law, that |
+ kept themn in Bondage bvjare
G ([mt theLaw is tbePawer Sin).
< Sinmuft with a Word be trod
< down to the Ground, and dare not

_n N & N

e rc'z:ﬁ till we pleaﬁ our felves,

~ Free-will afferted.

Q “Tobe a Minifterof

Preparatory Stu-
“ dxes, unneceffary for
mefters

' The Prxef‘cs Lips
3muf’ckeepl(nowle0e
yet, teaching Was no

Part of their Office ! |

Infpxratxon \mbi-
guonﬂy afferte.

hriftians are Priefts of God,
¢ who daily walk in their holy |
¢ Apparel, and lift up holy Hands
¢ without Wrath and Doubtmcr
¢ they endeavour to be well fet-
¢ tled, and to grow manly, they
¢ keep themfclves unpolluted
¢ from all Things, and purify

¢ themfelves in the -Blood . of

¢ Chrift, becaufe they bear thex
< Lord’s Veflels.
Page 42. ¢ He that has weﬂg ;
¢ learned this double Service of
¢ the Lord, who can pray and
¢ fané?gf bzmﬁlf unto the Lord,
will never think it difficult tobe
a Witnefs of the Lord. He need
not fludy ta ﬁnd out Wards, fince
the Heart is full of the Thing
itfelf. From this Priefthood-
Office of the Chriftian’s, fome
will prove, that they can allo
teach. But that is not the
clofeft Proof. *Tis true, #h
Priefts Lips kept the Truth for-
merly 5 yet teaching was not ther
prqper ufinefs.
Page 43. ¢ But t/)ey muf? de«
¢ clare no more than they t/:em/é/'vﬁ

¢ have cxperiencedy ---- and ava;n‘
¢ (e

aana‘*naaaaaa”.a
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| < the moft plain and eafy Way to
¢ attain to that Experience.
- Page 4_9,-.--,,‘ | ba/}n by Gra’ce.-,

% not only at the Time when Chrift -

¢ died, which was the Seal and
- & finifbing Stamp of our Election ;
¢ but they were elested from the
% Foundation of the World 5 yet all
¢ for the Sakeof Chrift the only
¢ begotten Son of God, and for
¢ the Sake of their intimate Rela-
¢ tionto him. )

~ Page 57.% Forto believe ascer-
| ¢ tainly that Chrift has been a Man
“ and [uffered Death for us, as one

¢ can fay of any other Matter with

¢ Truth and Sincerity, tuat oné be-
& licves it v This is the 1xue Means
¢t fave us at once.
. ¢ more 3 for the Gofpel, or the
. ¢ Hiftory of Jefus, his Coming
¢ into the World, is the Power
¢ of God unto Salvation to every
¢ one that believes, Rom. 1. 16.
 Fage ¢9. ¢ Wherefore we
¢ ought ro leok upon him, as.qur
V¢ faithful High Prieft, and elicve
\ * that in the Time of his [ojourning
{ ¢ upm Earthne was made like unto
| * usin all Things, in Poverty and
% in all other Citcumftarices, his
* Children are in at prefent.
Page 69, 70. ¢ For to tell Men
¢ who know nothing of Grace, nor
“ have experienced ‘any thing of
¢ its Power and Efficacy, what
: they fbould do, and how they ought
*to bebave 5 that is as much to the
' Purpofey asif you frould fend @
| ' G 2

We want no

- The Ufe of Means
neceflary.

. An Elettion at
the Time of Chrift’s
Death, Eternal E-
le€tion incompleat,
Something befidesthe
good Pleafure of God,
theCaufe of Eleétion.

riternal Juftification

infinuated,

Thas hiftorical

Faith i: faving.

The Peifeftion of

the Saints ; orChnft’s
Imperfectionaflerted.

No. Means to be
ufed with theUncon-
verted, either to in-
ftroét or awaken ’em.
Natural Mencan have
no true Knowledge
of our Saviour.

Natural
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- Natural Men mu(t
not be condemned

~ Minifters muft not
. preach Terror.

Paganés free from
he Curfe feemingly
mﬁnuated

. All of the Threat-

- nings and Exhortati-
" onsoftheNew-Tefta-
~ment, not applicable

10 the prefcnt Times.

4

The Threatnings
applicable to formal
Chnﬁxam only

'\ A & N & A & AN

< Jame Man upon an E rrand or
¢ engage a blmd Man to give hir

« ]ud ment about Things which re-

¢« quire a fharp Sight. He that
¢ will condemn natural Men, wh
 neither have nor can baw the
Lord 7q[m in therr Hear 15y oy
¢ by their Diftrac}tions in many
¢ other Things can have any true
< Notion of our Saviour, meddles in

"~

¢ an Affair that doth not at all be-

¢ long to him. The Bufinefs o Mf a
‘ lf/ztmﬁ of Jefus # by no Means
¢ to denounce . Judgment, he muft
¢ firft know what Men he has to
¢ deal withal.

Page 69. ¢ But we ought v
¢ make a Difference besween Men,
¢ that never neard any Thing of Fe-

¢ fus, nor entred his Communion,

- ¢ and thofe wha join in a Congrega-

< tion affembled in the Name of fe-
¢ ﬁu‘ It will never do, noris
¢ it confiftent with the Meaning

¢ and Defign of the Apoftles

apply all Expreffions, Exhorta
tions and Threatnings of theirs,
indifferently to our prefentTimes
or treat all Peaple in or aut of tht
Chriftian  Difpenfation alike
They did not denounce their Bam
t0 Peaple that did not belong ¥
 them.
Page 7o0. ¢ Wherefore, altho’
the Threatning of the A oftle
might not improperly be applzed 4
us Chriftians, who ufe the out-
ward Form, and will not be
excluded from God’s F amil‘y!
- an

4
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¢ wave that,& only declare to all,
¢ thatit is apparent,tbe o/dCorrup-

< tion we have by Nature,and which

¢ fhould have beenynay maydrave been
" aftually taken away by Boptifm,
according to our Doctrine is

is ftill prefling,nay will prefs you

{enfibly convinc’d, that you do
not love the Lord Jefus, ©
- Page 72. ¢ And every Soul muft
¢ beable to fay with the utmoft
¢ Chearfulnefs, He is my Lord,
Page 73. ¢ To know ‘Fefus to
be my Lord is no Matter of great
Diffculty : and becaufe it is fo
eafy ; it is but thena greaterSign
of a Soul's Depravity, of it’s
Curfe and of, its [piritual Death,
that cannot fay 3 He is my Lord.
Page 73. ¢ Lor to have Fefus
¢ for my Lord, is nothing elfe but
¢ to be convinced in mySoul, that he
¢ bath fhewn megreater Faithfulne/s
¢ than I have ‘experienced of any
¢ Body elfe, in the whole Woerld.
Page 81. ¢ But as foon as one
¢ knows in one’s Heart, one is the
* Lord’s intirely, then thofe out-
¢ ward Things do 1o more difturb
¢ the Mind, but one is a happy Man.
Page 88, ¢ O how were it to
¢ bewifh’d, that the Satisfaction,
S the Grace and the Blood.of Fefus
¢ Chrift foed for them all,were once
¢ fo truly prefent with and applied
r ‘ tO them,“‘""‘

"~ N a6 6 0 e
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yet prelent and returned again,

down to Hell, as long as youare

4 PPENDIX 8
¢ and theChurchof Chrift 5 yet I

 OriginalCorruption

taken away by Bap-

tifm,
The falling away

“of the Saints.

~ Perfons may be
really fanétified, and
yet not love the Lord
JefusChrift, fuppos’d
by this Paragraph,
Full Affurance uni-
verfally neceflary to
Salvatica, ]
“Affurance eafy to
be attained.
Thofe that want
Affurance, under the -
Curfe. VI

The Nature of
Affurance, that it is-
no more than a com-
mon Conviction, .

All pious Pc;l"'oné

.com;)leatly happy in |
_this Lifel. - PPY

UniverfalRedemp-
tiun afferted. o
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ufed with the Uncon-
~ verted, to convince

* them of their Mifery.

of Conviction under
‘the Gofpel.

** TheBlood of Chrift
- the Mean of Con-

- Convinced Perfons
. are fpiritually alive :
~and atthefame Time

- condemnedand deud.-

Perfons loft, con-.

demned, & that have
no Rart in the King-
dom of God, are
found,and converted;

O horrible Jargon !

= N Lo

[

¢
¢
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¢
¢
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A PPENDIX
No Mcané%mt:f’c be

Page go. ¢ Aslong as People
purfue their finful Courfe with
Pleafure, and do not fee their
‘Danger, one muft have Pati-
ence with them ; for they are
not to be per/waded to think them-
felves unbappy, and your Ad-
monitions would avail them
as little as a ferious Dufcourfe
would with a drunken Man.
‘Page go, g1. ¢ Theyare con-
vinced they cannot efcape----
and ‘as God did this in the old
Teftament by the Law, fo it is
done a tbou{aﬂd Times more by the
Gafpel.  For inflead of the Law,
which formerly knocked on the -
Hcarts with Force, till it found
Entrance : --- we have now the
prevailing Efficacy. of the Blood
of, Chriftyeee= + L
Page g1. ¢ ThisAlmightyPow-
er of the Blood and Crofs of Je-
fus,has this firft & blefled Eftect,

by which one fees that the Heart

is no lomger quite dead : 'This
convinces People that they are
condemned, miferable,and have
no true Life. |

Page 92,93. ¢ When theVoics

.of the Son of God epters the

Heart once and faith ; Thou art
undone, and the Man remains con-
vinced of his mijerable Condition,
then is be no longer lof? but found.
A Soul which with an upright
firicerity of Heart, acknowleges
and can fay withTruth ; 7 have
no Part in the Kingdem of God i
<
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which had been 1off & |
 Page 1132, ¢ There is fomething
n all by pttﬂdCbrg/z'mm that they.
can _/'e[rlcmbmr anyThiny of G /w/’,

A4PPENDIZ

I am condemned ; the fame is
already to be lookcd upor asa Bro-
ther.

Page g93. ¢ All that aSou) feels

in that State of her own Con- -

demnation, is but a delightful
Scenc of cternal Wifdom and
Grace ; whofoever fees a Soul
in that Condition, carnot but
rejoyce and think : O that poor
Child, which 1s opprefied ‘and
bowed down with the Weight
of his Sinsand his own Condem-

'.mtion, the Lamb is now certain-

by paying bis Ranfom for.

_Pagc 93. ¢ As long as a Soul is
not Lonvincedy that fhe is dead and
in a State of Damnation, the
preaching of, Grace will be to no
Purpofe s and the glad Tydmgs
of theGofpel wxll have nCrEﬁ'eél

“upon her. -.
'Page ¢5. The Ceunt fpc akmg
M' the Redeemer’s Sufferings and
A’bafu re,f dys,—-~‘Thatall his(was)
wWase Mo ntherView and tong other
End, but to redeem the whelsRace -
f /l[ca:sf?rom Sin, Satany Death
3 and to take away the
Cw /e ,rom the whele Earth yand

to nyfme eternal R/ bt ’oif/;’f'f

cruczfyezl but t/)py i, 'i be mged
in fome Degree 5 but zf it goes @
it comes, they cannat cxcufe

themfc.l\ eslike the Grland,rs,

A Perfon 1unﬁére

 lidates the Sufficiency |

s cetve Grace, and Be-|
‘nefit by the G@ipel
SOund Do&nne.

‘tion affetted
| Umvexﬁu Salvauaél
mﬁruafed

;*’xnal Sin
from all, by the Re-‘g

,ff,utemﬁx s Quﬁ’erma
U Sf” ""—*f{; Coh

tring  of the Sacra—¥
-aents  conferring
e, fromthbWork

C onviction, isa Chzld
of God. B
The Savmur pa :s
aRanfom inTi |

‘People under .

vition, T h;s mva—

of Chrift’s Satisfacti-|
on on thc Crofs. '

Convx&lon neceﬁ- |
fary in order to re-

(!

U mverfalRedem p-
and,

T .hc (:uxlt of ori- |
removed

’Ihe p0pth Doc- r

‘1’\' _ ; 1

' Th:




~ The Saints falling
 from Grace infinua-

ted.
A newExplication
of original Sin; as
myfterious as Facob
Bemy'’s, Tincture and

R urbal

~ Daily finning fur-
prizing to the Mora-
vians | .
- The Caufe thereof
- is the Law of God !

- The Gofpel takes

‘away the Force of
~ theLaw.

- The Gofpel turns
the Soul from Ordi-
‘nances, to the Heart,
the Un&ion &c.
“This looks like the

Light within ?s a
Guide. |

¢ As oft as thére is
¢ Opportunity.
- MyfteriousJargon!

- Perfe@ion again
aflerted.

PENDIX
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old Corrup

——

Ldplander:% or Hottentots, and
fay ; We have underftood or felt

* nothing of it

Page 117. ¢ The Grave is that
tion, oppofite to the
Blood of Chrift, that abominable
Lake of original Sin, natural
Men do fwim in, and Believers -
wade thro’, as a Sea of Sorrow.
Pages 118,119. ¢ Its an ama-
zing Thing to fee People not only

¢ ﬁnm',‘;'g every Day, but that they

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
[
¢
¢
<
¢
‘
¢
¢
<
¢
¢
¢
4
¢
¢
¢
¢
‘.

4
(4
€

are not tyred with it, ---- but.
there isa fecret Caufe of ity-—
if no Law were given in Com-
mandments, - the wicked Heart

would remain as it is, and the

Tranfgreffions would be lefs fre-
quem".f gxt fince the M{x.taf of
Man is of that Difpofition, that
when any Thidg is forbid,which -
it had no Krnowledge of before,
it gets prefently an Inclination
towards it ; thus we may eafily
apprebend the Truth of what §t.
Paul fays ; the Strength of Sin s
the Law, 1 Cor. 15. Buthere
the Power of the Gofpel fteps in,
takes away the Force of the Law,
fets the Soul at Liberty, turns
her Face from all the Ordinances
to the Heart, to the Unétion, to

the Senfe of Grace from Time

to. Time, as oft as there isan
Opportunity, and to the divine
Nature, received from abovein
the Remiffion of Sin,  Here tht
laborsous toil of finning lofes it's
Strength and Nourifbment, faints

¢ quay
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¢ qway &' dies. ' Butfrom whence
¢ doth all this proceed ?---"Thanks
¢ be to the Blood of the Lamb.
- Page 120. ¢ Ye Whoremongers
¢ and Thieves 5 y¢ Revengeful and
¢ Murderers y ye Lyars, and who-
S foever ye'are ; ye Fearful & Un-

¢ believing,that hear and read this';

|

¢ will yebe faved #  Believe then,
¢ that Fefus has atoned and paid a
¢ Ranfom for you all, and that you
¢ may experience it this very
¢ Moment,and know that you havé
¢ been healed by his Wounds, and

¢ hisStripes.---Take the Abfolution,

S look upon him, believe & rejoyce,
¢ arife, gird your felves and run.

Page 121. ¢ In jbort 5 all turns
¢ to this,that after we kave received

¢ Gree, we live now, as we fhonld
¢ have done before the Fall,” unble-

¢ mifhed & boly, only more bleffed
& and more fure. T
- Page 126. TheCount,fpeaking

 of the Children of God,fayeth -+-

¢ Thefe can difpofe themfelves in
“ fuch Manner, that by 2all their
¢ outward Affairs and Tranfaéli-

¢ ons in and for (God, their Heart

¢ is always above 3---

Page 131, ¢ Such a continual

© ConflictSt.Paul relates o l)i}n/el ,

S when he wis & great Philofopher

¢ and Teacher among the Pharifees,

¢~ He givesa large Account of
‘¢ : whenever he had an fnclic

¢ nation to doGood,he could not,
* and was foon overpowred by a

-+ eontgacy Principle, which cxp-

- Perfection aﬁ'g;t;a,,

- Wloremongers

and Murderers muft
believe that theirRan«
fom is paid,and their
Wounds healed.

- Prefumption ens

to Salvation !

Perfettion afferted
in the moft peremp- |
tory Manner, =

- Free-will aﬁ’grted 8

tioned in the feventh

oftheRomans,belongs

to Philofophers and -
Pharifees,

Ané}

couraged, as theWay '
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An Infinuation a-
gainft theUfe of Rea-
{on and Pains in op-
pofing of Sin.

- HeretheMan after

- God’s own Heart 1s

condemned, as a Ser-

~ vant of Sin, becaufe

of his Defertion and
- Temptation !

To ftrive againft

FOus,

v .

 MoravianPerfeti-
og- eafy to be attain-
B - * S

 The horrible My-
ftery of the Moravian
Gofpel, is to caft

- God’s holy Law be-

hind their Backs !

PENDTIX

Sin exceeding dange-

b N

¢ tivated him to do what he
¢ would not. . ‘, .
‘Page 132,3. ¢ The Count
f.'geaking of thofe, whe will fubdue
in by their own Reafon and Un-
derflanding, Conviétions and Per-
fwafions ; by thetr owm [firugling
and flriving againft it ; fays, ¢ They
¢ are fubjeét to all the Danger that
¢ can befall 2 weak Creature,
¢ which will refit a ftronger
¢ Power. Theydo but expofe them-
¢ felves---They are in the fame Con-
¢ ditionwithDavid, when he fays,
¢ the Enemy hath perfecuted my
¢ Soul, he has fmitten my Life
¢ down to the Ground. Hehas
¢ laid me in the Darknefs, as the
¢ Men that,have been long dead.
€ - All this procesds fromether
being Servants of Sin 5 they are
looked upon asAdulterers ; they
have noPower to leave Sin their
old Husband, and dare not live
with another. x
Page 133. ¢But he who knows
the Salvation, which Jefus has
purchafed us with his bloody
Death on the Crofs, who has
abolithed Death, and bro’t Life
and Immortality. to Light, that
can have no more Dominion
over us, becaufe we are no mort
under the Law, byt underGrace ;
he under(tands the Myflery, .how §
to get rid of Sin. in a muft eay |
er without any Difficulty,
Complaint, and Torment  fo that
it muft give Way, muft ﬁydqﬂd
_ 5
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$ dare attack us no more.

Page 134. ¢ Thus when fuch
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die ; Satan who has it in his
Hands, and ufes to lead Men
according to his Pleafure,at laft

a poor Soul, which has tir’d it
felf, and yet effected nothing at

all, comes to him (‘meaning our

Saviour) according to his kind
Invitation, the firft Thing he
doth withus is ; he puts upon
Patience, prefents himfelf to
us, and [ays, this Child fball be
difturbed no more. |

Page 135. -~- But to whom our
Saviour has juf? given Life, thofe
ke puts to fleep, as it werey—=-

- Page 135,6. “won In Blgin””f
“his Love 1

wcve i3 o burning, fo free
and lively, that thofe good Souls

do not think without Reafon, that

they can hardlyadvance toa higher
Degree, or be ever happicr in this
World, 1t is true, none in the

.moft perfect Father’s Eftate can

enjoy more Reft and Tranqui-
lity from all his Enemies.

Page 135, 6. * ’7is tbmﬁre
Folly,and a Sign of no Expersence

- at gllywhen they [ay, that Man is

not very far advanc’d, and is but
a Beginner.  For this Reafon he
dath this or that Sin, has this
or that Frailty in him. 4 Be-
girmer is in his beft State 5 a Be-
ginner in the Kingdom of Chrift ;
who but juft has reteivedGrace
and Remiffion, whom our Sa-
viour has but juft laid upoxiI his

Men in Chrift.

MoravianConverts
quite free fromSatan’s
‘Temptations'!

The Moravian
Life, no State of fpi-
tual War ; buta Life
of Quietiim or Reft.

MoravianComwerts

fpiritual Sleepers.

L]

Young Converts, A
in a State of compleat
Happinefs, and Reft.

MoravianConverts
at their new Birth,

It’s a Sign of no .
Grace, to think that
Perfons at their Con-
verfion,are but Babes
in Grace ; and do
{in fometimes.,

Moraviast




h3

MoravianConverts
paft all Danger.

MoravianConverts
free from Sin at their

Converfion.

It Sin be not worth

a Thought, what be-
comes of Repen-
tance ?

Moravian Morti-
fication of Sin ex-
ceedgg eafy | -

A Moravian Con-
vert is once expofed
to the Temptations
of Satan, but obtains
an ealy Conqueft.

Perfedtion afferted.

- A Difference be-
tweenaChild of God,

| and aSoldier of Chrift.

ls
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£
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Sin eafily conquer’d.

Sin not worth the

" Caftof the Eye, how

i
L
v

then fhall we mourn
over it ¢

Imperfetion Affer-

“ed,
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Shoulders to carry him home
with Joy, he lives in fuch Sc-
curity, which noMan can ima-
gine ; he is paft all Danger, and
can fay with David ; thou haft
lifted up mine Head from the
Gates of Death. =
Page 137. ¢ Sin is the moft
miferable and mean Thing un-
der theSun;nat worth aurﬂ%o’t: 5
and if any Thing comes toput us
inMind of any paftSin,we muft
treat it as the moft contemptible
Thing, and kill it as a Fly.
Page 137. ¢ A Tho't may
come flying, and there once may
appear again [smewhat of the
S8eeds of Satan, of his Craft or
Violence 3 but it is crufh’d im=
mediately under Foot. = -
Page 137. TheCount fpeaking

of a Soldier of fefus Chrifi, fays

¢

¢

that he doth not fo much as look
upon Sin, nor thinks it worthy
of one Caft of his Eyes, The
Faith of a Child of God, efpe-
cially of aSoldier of JefusChrift,
is fo active, when he perceives
Sin afar off upon fuchOccafions,
where it ufually infinuates itfelf,
that anointing is immediately
ready to warn us ; and this In-
timation of theSpirit is fo power-
ful, that &er Sin can gut 3t felf
inany Poflure, it’s routed glready
by the faitbful Believer. -
Page 138, ¢ For Sin remains

Sill in our Members, till'we are
v gang to the Graw,

Page
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Page 144 ¢ If we bave any
¢ of the Vcrma and Energy ofEap-
¢ tzfm, Siill left within us, and do
¢ not live according to the Mind
¢ of our Redeemer,that will con-
¢ demn us.

Page 145, ¢ The Moment @
¢ Soul begins to live, and the Spi-
¢ rit of God overfhadows her, fbe
« bears the Voice of the Son of God)
¢ which [peaks of nothing but the
¢ Bload of Propstiation.

Page 145. ¢ Here one needn’t
¢ goabout toranfack one’sPaffions
¢ and Corruptions, nor mx;/b
“ endeavour to mend one’s felf.
¢ Grace overflows all our Sins,
¢ they are all. cover’d with the
¢ Blo}:)d af the?..a.m

Page ‘145, ¢ Whoever lives and
¢ lgu i;eard tbe Vaice of the Som of
“ Godyhe foom is fenfible of his bemg
‘b, if he dofé not qc{mwled

‘ Jefus to be his Lord aru'
¢ Mafler,

Page r¢ 3. When Souls" are
“dead, and never yet heard the
' Voice of the Son of Gad, they
¥ may be told tao Jhon that tlwy are
" the Reward of " our Saviour.

Page 153.°¢ Thic is fomatimas
“our Seviour's Bufinifs, by the
¢ Law,whereby we are “rought intg
* Straights. He fhevs us our

9
A phyﬁca!Eﬂetgy

aferib’d ‘to Bay nﬁn,

which may be lo(’c

Q
i

The a&tive Obedi~
ence of Chrift paft

over in the Moravian
Inftrutions,

The Ufeof Means
rejected, and a Door
ogxuedtoLicenuouﬁ
nefs.

Hereone thatis fpi-
ritually alive,is fai to |
be fenfible of his loft
State, if he does fot

acknowledge &¢.

Hereit is fuppos’d
that one may.be {piri- |
tually alive, and hear
Chrit¥’s Voice, & yet
notacknowlegeChrift
to be his Lord and |
Mafter,

Wholefome Doc-
trine  againft Pre- |
{fumption. :

The Law a Mean
of Convy %ion fome-
tir=;, |

A
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- Alittleof theTruth
,fzmuﬁ: out fometimes.

. Angelical Perfeéti-
on ordinarily attain’d
at Converfion in a
- Moment.

"

A good Thought
“at Death fufficient to
~ obtain Happinefs.

" ‘The In&ance of
“the Thief not [at all
extraordinary.,

~ Here’s large En-
~ couragement to Sin
and Impenitency. .

» Minifters may not
ufe the civil Law, to
acquire their Right.

MoravianMinifters
not fubject to the
Law.
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© fible 5 for this Inflance is not at

. ¢ meaning Teachers, to prevent

¢ Mifery, ftrips us of all our Self-
¢ conceited Vertues and Merits,
¢ and convinces us‘that we are
¢ Sinners.

. Page 155. ¢ The Lord, who
¢ would fhew us the Method
¢ of faving Souls, reply’d imme-
¢ diately : Verily I fay unto thee,

¢ toDay thou fhalt be with mein -

¢ Paradife. Through this Word
¢ the Thief was as ptire as an An-
¢ gel, and made immediately 2
Companion of our blefled Redec-

mer ; this may givePeople anOc-

¢ cafion to think, that nothing more
< thana good Thought at the Point
¢ of Death was required to give an
¢« Entrance into the Kingdom of
Heaven.  And it locksvery plau-

"

¢ “all extraordinary, as many well

¢ Mifchief, endeavour to prove j
¢ and that fuch an Inftance may
¢ happen but once in an Age, of
¢ that this mdy be an Inftance
¢ which happen’d only at the
¢ Paffion of our Lord. ~ Yet thef?
¢ forts of Converfion are not at all
¢ “uncommon, but happen frequent-
¢ ly,whenallCircumitances agree.

age 163.
¢ Chapter of St. Matthew, w
< find fuch Qualities &3 Dodtrintsy
©"as can in a firict Senfe be applied
¢ to none but Difciples of fefus.e
< whoever takes anyThing fromyoh
¢ do not demand it again, &c. !
¢ this were to be applied to all ¥
' ¢ generdh

¢ Inthe 5th & 6th |




< general, there would foom be an
« End of all(mM:tut:am&'P

¢
L
¢

ffi~
ons in the World, A C/n'g

God that is not particularly dr-
dicated to the Care ¢ Saul:, muft

¢ fubmit to all the civilLaws,every

<

aan.aac\aﬁﬁ"“‘

a~u~ﬁ~na'6naaa-anaanap

Chriftians agree.

one is obliged to obferve.

Page 164. © Difciples are aSort
of Qut-Laws. Accordingto the
inward Difpofition of Mind, all
But in thcu-
outward Teﬁ:lmony they are
different. A Soldier of Chrift
muft be ready every Hour to
quit his Right, hisConveniency,
and deny himfelf of, and give

‘up every Thing, not only in

theHeart,but actually ; whereas
another may demand and_ poffefs
bis own an Peace.

Page 164,5. ¢ But we will fee

‘What our Saviour puts us upon

in his Kingiom, and what we
may expect of him. Here our
SaviourhasiecralDifpenfations:

one he lcads b hisUnderffanding ;
another he vifits with many Jpiri-
tual Difpenfaticns ; to the third
he gives a fyflematical Conneltion
of kis revealed Word, Onedoth
not chufe his own Way,but our
Saviour accommodates himfelf
to our Capacity & Difpofition.
He that is endowed with a pe-
netrating Judgment,our Saviour

leads by that : He that wants
this, & is of another Difpofition,

the Saviour leads thro’ many
Senfations & greatlmpreflionsof

I s o

95,

A Difference be-
tween Minifters and
others, in refpet of
cml Rxghts aﬁ‘crted

Mxmftcrs mhy nei-
ther demand or pof- |
fefs,their civilRights,
fuppos’d by this Pa- |
ragraph,

Two forts of Per-
fons among the Mo~
ravians, who have no
fyftematical Connexi- |

on of the revealed
Word.

TwofortsofMora-
vian Converts,not led
by the wnttenWord

The |

ey
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' The pious Actions
~of religious Men do
" not come from God,
~ as the efficient, but
- permiffive Caufe.
~ In the Moravian
“ }Dudgmcnt,

, it’'s a
ream of Moralifts,

 tolook uponHolinefs
- to be a Duty.

* Free-will afferted.
Perfeltion & Per-

 feverance therein af-
 ferted.

The firt Part of

this Paragraph is

dark Do¢trine,

Perfetion aﬂ'értcd.
Increafe of the

~ Knowledge of Sin in
- one’s felf | afferted.

¥ Sin be quite for-

%?t, what becomes ¢
epentance ?

7P PEND L

¢ awhen a Man drops a

¢ his Grace andLove.---The third
¢ fort,which keep clofe to theWord,
¢ areled by that § |
‘Page 165. ¢ People think, he
¢ that ferves our Saviour fhall be
¢. faved ; but whoever doth not
¢ ferve him, fhall be. damned.
¢ But the Lord of his free Grace,
¢ Mercy and leving Condefcen-
tion, gives us Leave and Per-
miffion to do Good, and to_ferve
‘him. To work God’s Work
is but meer Mercy to any Soul,
Holinefs is a Nature but ot 4
Duty, as Morality dreams (ef
Page 166. ¢ He that hassrace,
¢ can be humble and poor in Spirity
¢ a;d cam: 1t be otlgrwife: ;
Page 177. ¢ Righteoufnefs isy
e a0y nd/ Jofes all

" AN A AR

¢

¢ hbis Right whicl pe bas by Nature
¢ and Reafon ; and by Faith re-
¢ ceives from our Saviour that
¢ Affurance, that all his future
¢ Expe@ations depend intirely
¢ upon his Grace and Mercy.
~ Page 174. ¢ He that obtains
¢ the Righteoufnefs in the Blood
¢ of Jefus Chrift,y, receives allo
¢ Strength to fubdue all the Ewil,
< he knows in himfelf, and which
< he muft conflantly fludy to find
¢ out mors and more and to tread
¢ it under his Feet, till at laff,
¢ after he has long convers’d with
¢ hisSaviour,beforgetsSinquitey==
. Page :E;n; Férafmuch as one
¢. lives to hitnfelf (autos ego) he s
¢ a Sinnec ; i3 by that it;qﬂl'ﬁ:f ’

(2%
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there is no Need of many. Ar-
guments, but he does fomething
in the Heart which is
kept without Contradiétion,

Page 198, ¢ Then we willingly
leave off finning any more, when
our Saviour has once forgiven

us all our former Sins. |
¢ Page 180. ¢ The World dare
no! pretend to difturb our Happ:-
nefs wery long, neither dare the

Flefb fhew it felf any more.” .

Pag: 188,9. ¢Heawakens not
onlywholcNations &Countrics,

- but alfo everySoul in particular;
provided he [

that they are ca-

¢ pable of Gracey and that they will

folt and

g 2ot ¥g—!ﬁ
3

good Men,

t

MoravianCoiiverts
not compleatly hap- |
py,but perfectly freed,
from flefhly Lufts.

Some not capable
of Grace. * God’sCalf’
according to forefeen.
good Difpofitiens in
theCreature. God's

APPENDILX 97

& never meddles with Siny, but ?ﬂ's Perfectionaflerted.
¢ always contrary to it, or if it
¢ beg‘is)l’s‘to ﬂir{ he ftifles and Mor ?V‘afls loofc
¢ corquers it prefently,  Now thf‘{ EKPCNC?}CC Of
¢ whoever begins to lofe the Expe- ’EVII, b)t the difufe .Of"%
¢ rience of Evil by the difufe of it, ' 1t, and fo become in- §
¢ he becomes an innocent Man in  innocent. |
¢« Chrift. | | -
Page 176. ¢ But as foon as our Nofpititual Warin
Savieur begins to inftruct us, o |

!
!

N

Perfe@ionafferted, |

¢ receive the graciousGall, hedraw-
S eth and calleth them, let them be
¢ in what Condition foever.

Call depends’ unoit! |

=
!

the Creaturés WAL,

n N g & »

T i T
Pag;e 192, ¢J Am now uﬁ'ur’d, i i:rhcdpcrf;%gOh
that I have now the fame un- 115 anC periccttiape

changeable Right with all my
Fellow Citizens, 0 be g5 unin-
terrupted)l}y holy as they,and as: in-

inefs,of all theSaints
in this Life afferted. |
The Word Fellow- |
Citizens alludes to |

ceffantly happy as they.

Page 199, ¢ There is but one
¢ Dutyywhich iy that of believing.

pre 20 19, ' | .
- No Duty but ta '
i believe.

- Sincerity,

[ |
o
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* Sincerity, Charity,

Humility &c. no
. Duties, under the
Gofpel Difpenfation !

- 'We need not he
follicitous about any
Thing,befides Faith,

viz.Charity,Chaftity,

Repentance !

Here adifmalDoor
is opened,to all Man-
 nerof Licentioufnefs!

Faith afferted to
be the only Mean to
. effe&t Faith. Non-

fenfe,and Gibberifh!

- To fay that any
Thing is a Mean to
produce it felf ; fup-
ofes that it exifts
ore it has abeing :
which isimpoffibleip
theNature of Things.

A P P E ND I
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X.
Pagé 194. ¢ The Bufinefs of

every true Chriffian is to be, fin-

« cere and faithful, to' exercife

¢
¢
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Charity, and to do-every Thing
from the Heart, --- But all thefe
Things being no Duties 5 for the
Language in the new I 'eftament
fays no more, thou fhalt be
humble, chafte,and induftrious,
liberal ; but I am delivered by
the Blood of the Son of God,
from Pride, Luft, Coveteoufnefs
and 1.azinefs : I dare be hum-
ble, chafte, content, and in-
duftrious : this Liberty being
purchafed for me by the Blood
of Jefus. IWe have no Need to
be folicitous about any Thing but
only about Fasth.

Page 194. ¢ Luther calls(Faith)
a divine Work in the Soul,
which changes and makes us
tobe new born of God, Fob.1.3.
-~ The Means by which this
divine Work is effelted, is no-
thing elfe but gaith, the or-
dinary Way of the divine |
Economy.

Two “of the Count’s Cofnpanions in Travel, namely
Bithoy #7itfman’s Wife, and the Count’s Daughter,declared
- at New-Brunfwick, in the Houfe of Mr. Derick Schuyler, as

)

follows ; the firft faid, that the had neither finned,nor doubt-

“ed in eighteen Years ; and the latter faid that fhe had not
finned in four Years. ‘Thefe Things they faid before divers

Witneflcs
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Witnefles of Diftin&tion and Credit, who can atteft the
fame.
- Mr. Spangenberg one of the firft of the Moravian Miffio-
naries into this Part of the Country, who fowed the Seed of |
thair dreadful Do&trine in New-York, in a Difcourfe with |
me oppofed firenuoufly the Doétrine of original Sin imputed,
and laboured to enervate all that I bro’t in Confirmation of
it. . o
He likewife call’d the Proteftant Churches a Babe/ (their’s
excepted) or compared them thereto. He likewife afferted
(the firff Time that he was here, ) theSalvation of theDamned,
or that their Torments fhould-be only for a Time ; and la-

~boured to maintain this horrible Pofition, againft what I

offered in Oppofition thereto. Indeed the laft Time thatl
- faw him, he feemed .o be of a different Opinion as to the
- laft Particular : but I have feen and heard of fo much incon-
- fiftentConduct in him and others of thatSe&t, that I canhardly |
avoid a Jealoufy of his Sincerity in that Matter : and feeing -
the Count materially aflerts it in his Sermons, as I have
fhewn before, there is the more Reafon to believe him and
others of that Party to be guilty. |
Mr.Spangenberg declaimed in my hearing, more then once,
againt human Learning, and look’d upon it as a confidera-
‘ble Hindrance in the Acquifition of divine Knowledge : He
judged his Cafe to be unhappy becaufe of his Learning,

which he faid he found difficult to forget. .

- He run down human Reafon, asif it were ufelefs in Re-
ligion, and in the Room thereof inculcated the Dorire of |
dimplicity, which in their Senfe of it, upon mature and
frequent Deliberation, I cannot but take to be real Folly
aad implicit Faith, a believing of Nonfenfe, Contradiftions,
and myfterious Gibberith.  'When they aflert grofs Con-
tradiftions, they tell us that we muft believe fimply ; that
s, we muft quit our Reafon, and turn real Fools : we muft |
believe thro’ thick and thin, Abfurditics and Nonfenfe, and
fo turn Papifts. Let Simpletons, who feem willing to fwal-
low any Thing,confider ferioufly and feafcnably theInjun&i-
on of God himfelf by Solomsn, Prov. 1. 22. How bing ye |
Jnple anes will ye love Siniplicity ? and the Scorners ddz'gb;t) in
’ I 2 their
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.t}gez'r Scorning, and Fools bate Knowledge & Turn you at my
~ Reproof.
~ {t i.{ exceeding artful in' the Moravians to inculcate this
popith Doctrine, at their firft coming among a People efpe-
cially ; for when once they have drunk in that, theirWork
is done ; they may turn them into any Shape they will : Rea-
fon and Argurnent are rendred ufelels ; a Shadow of Plaufi-
'~ bility is enough, Thus the Moravians endeavourdo ufc us,
- as th> Philiftines did Samfon, firft pull out our Eyes, and
- lead us where they will in Triumph.
I might have taken Notice of more exceptionable Parti-
~ culars in the Count’s Sermons 3 but what I have taken No»
tice of, are fufficient to convince all, that are not blinded
- wnth Prejudice, or given up to fatanical Delufion, -that their
Principles are moft deteftable | y S
. Iexpe&t that the Moravians will ufe Fox-like Shifts, to
. evade the Difcovery of their heretical and horrible Principles,
| by the preceeding Letters and Extralts, as they have done
~ refpecting what theCount faid in New- Branfwick. ButTruth
| - 38 great, and will prevail at laft over Error and Artifice,
‘and bafle all the fly Tricks of Seducers, who lic in wait ta
* deceive ignorant, fimple, and unftable Souls. ‘
If any Perfon queftion my Candor, I advife them to get
the Count’s Boak, andrcad it themfelves deliberately and
- impartially, agd ask for Light from Heaven to help them to
- diftinguifhebetween Truth and Error. | »
- It 1s contrary to my intended Brevity, to enter upon a
| particular Confutation of all the Errors contained in the Ser-
| mons; that would fwell this Volumn to tso great a Bulk:
- and indeed many of the Errors are fo abfurd, that the bare
' mentioning of them is Confutation enough, to Perfons of
Judgment that are freed from a partial Byafs, B
. Whatare theCount’sSermons but a bundle of Contradiétions
and Nonfenfe, damnable Errors & Herefies, interfperfed with
Paffages of Truth and Senfe 7 In them a preparatory Work
by the Law of God is denied, Repentance excluded, Per-
fection afferied eighteen Times, and denied twice ; a new
Purgatory invented, as well as a new Eleétion from the
‘Time of Chrift’s Death | In them the great .Articl;‘s cilf
| | ,, aith
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Faith and Juftification are dreadfully corrupted ; hiftorical |
Faith is aflerted to be faving ; and all Perfons are faid to be |
juttified from the Time of Chrift’s Death ; the aétive O-
bedience of Chrift is excluded from bearing any Part in our |
Jutification and Salvation | In them Enthufia{m is afferted, |

~ and recommended in diverfe Inftances ; as well asall Ufe of
Means withSinners,to inftruct & alarmthem,denied | ‘Inthem

- all Manner of Wickednefs is encouraged, as the moft di-
- reét Way to Converfion ; all Virtue and religious Duty un- |
hing’d and difcouraged : according to them, no Means
~ muft be ufed by poor Sinners to-obtain Converfion! In
thein Sin is reprefented as a meer Trifle,unworthy of ourFear
or Grief! In them the Happinefs of Heavens deftroyed,
by making the Saints to be poor and needy there ! In them
the faithful Minifters of Chrift are condemhed for: ufing:
Means with poor Sinners, to convince them of theirMifery,
and bring them to Jefus ! In them the preaching of Terror
to the unregerate 1s deny’d, which is fo frequently inculca~
ted m the Word of God, and which was pra&is’d byChrife
himfelf and his Apoftles ! In them Chrift’s Propitiation for |
Sing'in Eternity,is afferted ! In them univerfalR edemption;’
and univerfal Salvation, are zfferted ; as well as Infpiration
after the apoftolical Times !  In them our Lord is reprefent-
ed, as paying a Ranfom after his Death for Perfoni under
Conviétion | which is not only contrary to exprefs” $crip-
ture (feb. 9. 27. Heb. g. 26, 28.) but notorioufly dero-
gatory to the Sufficiv.cy of the Atonement of our Lord
Jefus in his Life, and at his Death for his Ele&. In them
the deteftable Arminian Doctrines ¢f Free-Will, and the -
final Apoftacy of the Saints are inculcated ; and thus the '
Pride of Sinners is flattered,and the Fonndation of the Saints -
Comforts fhut up and feal’d ! In them the Count urges
the univerfal Neceffity of Affurance on Pain of Death eter-
nal! And in the mean Time informs us, that Perfonsare
fpiritually alive and dead at the fameTime ! He tells us that |
when the Spirit convinces Perfons they are loft, and have no
Intereft in the Kingdomof God, then they are found, they |
are Brethren, they are Children of God ! Now either two |
| coxitradi&ory Propofitions can be both true at once, which
e 18
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is impofiible in the Nature of Things, or elfe the Count
charges a- Falthood upon the Spirit of God. In them the
Doétrine of original Sin imiputed is denied, and the
popith Doétrine of the Sacraments aflerted ! In them a

ooi! Tho’t at Death is rep-iznted a. inficient to obtain
| %l'appinefs I Inthem Sinis oprmted o Le staneching mate-
rial ; and it fo, God muft needs ve the Author of it, for he
has made all Subftances | In them God’s holy iaw is con-
demned, as the Caufe of Sin: if fo, then God himfelf is the
Caufe of Sin,for he is thcAuthor of the Law, and indeed it is
bat the Image of his moral Excellencies | It is a vile Abufe

of that Paflage of the Apoftle Paul, (1 Cor.15. 56. The

Strength of Sin is the Law,) t conclude from hence that
the Zaw 1s the Caufe of Sin : The Meaning of the aforefuid
Placi:is elfewhere explained by the fame Apoftle, viz. Rom.
4o Yo For Sin taking Occafion by the Commandment deciived
. me, and by it flew me. The obflinate Corruption of our
~ Nature, ‘may unreafonably tuke Occafion, from the juit
* Reftraints of the Commandment to rage the more ; but
tha: is not the Fault of the Law, but of our corrupt Na-

- ture. Wasthen thatwhich is goodDeath tome ? fays theApoftle !

God forkid ! The Apoftle rejeéts the Notion of the Law’s
being the Caufe of his Sin, with grcat Indignation; he
- fhews that this cannot be, Verfes 12,13,14. Becaufe the Law
is holy, 8uft and good : As if theApoftle thould fay, that which
is holy cannot be the Caufe of it’s contrary ; for like pro-
duces like : Buy Sin that it might appear Sin, working Death
in me by that which is Good,that Sin by the Commandment might
appear exceeding finful fyfor we knnw that the Lav: is fpiritual,
but I am carnal. ~As it the Apoftle fhould fav, the Law is
good, fpiritualy difcovers Sin, and it’s penal Confequences ;
hence by it is faid to be th. Knowledge of Sin, and that it
works Wrath : how therefore can it be the Caufe of Sin?
No ; it is the Corruption of Nuture, which is the Caufc of
- aftual Tranfgreflion: But Iam carnal, [old under Sin. To

turn from the moral Law as a Rul: of Life, is not theWay

to Freedom from Sin, but to Death in Sin.
" The Moravian Notion about the Law, is a Myftery of

~ deteftable Iniquity | And indecd this fcems to me to l)a]e
the
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the main Spring nf their unreafoxmble, anti- evangelical, and
licentious Religion

But } have not Time at prefcnt, ‘to mention all thc
other Abominations of the Count’s Sermons | |
~ And now having had a Tafte of their Principles, let us|
proceed to @ brief Refleétion, upon their Experience and |
Piadlice.

As to their Converlion, and afcer Experiences ; the Cone |
verfion of the moft of them (if we credit the Count’sAﬂ'efv
tion, and we may reafonably fuppofe that he knows pretty
well the State of his own Seé},) is very flighty, it's without :
any preparatory Law Work, done ina Moment. If thay
have received the aforefaid Do&rmes, have we nnt'Reafon
 to fear that their Converfion is but a ftrong Flight of Ima- |
gination, or a fatanical Delufion. And we have the more
Reafon for the Fear aforefaid, when we confider how eafy
~ they arc generally after their fuppofed Converfion, without
Fears, without Complaints of Sin, Strangers to the fpiritual |

War, Strangers to the Knowledge of their own Hearts, al- |

ways in one fort of Frame, or as it were put to fleep and |
* happy,as the Count exprefles it. Did not the Seed fown on-
~ the ttony Ground {priig up quickly ; buton the contrary,
- did nq§ the good Ground bring forth Fruit with Patience ! ?
- Did not the poor Man in the Gof; pel ity ! ;

And are we not commanded to ﬁght' . xght of Faith ? If
~we will believe the Scriptures, does not their Converfion and
- Experiences look like Prefumption and Delufion ? * Their
grofs Ignorance about the Nature of a true and favmgFa.nth,
adds awful Weight to what has been now obferved | -

I wonder not at their Eafe, when I confider what Sort
~of Faith paffes for faving among them ; and feeing they lay |

fo much Strefs upon an hiftorical or tem rary Faith, and |
 reject the Law of God, by which is the Knowledge of Sin; |
| how can they be otherwife than eafy ? for without the Law |
Sin is dead, as to our Apprehendion and Feeling ; i.e.we have |
no true nght and Senfe of the Evil and Danger of Sin
without the Law.

As t0 the Spisit of the Moravians ; Donot a Number of |
them fem to be proud under a Mask of Humility ; Wl;:le

| they |
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they laok upon tibtmfei;s(es and their Party, to be more ad-
vanced in Grace, than Ferfons of any other Denomination ?
How will fuch a Spirit accord with the Exampls of Paul,
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- who look’d upon himfelf to be far lefs than the leaft of all
" Baints ! and with the Command of God, that every Man
- fhould eftecm another better than himfelf ?

Are not the Moravians many of them uncharitable and
divifive in their Speech and Pradlice, and that under a pre-

text of Charity & Catholicifm !  Witnefs Mr. Spangenberg’s
- comparing the Proteftant Churches to a Babel, and the

Count’s calling their Converfion by the Law a Delufion?

- (before mentioned ;) Witnefs their not being willing to join "’

with any Proteftant Body of Men, and yet their receiving
Perfons of diverfe Socicties to their Fellowthip, with little
Examination as to their Principles. |

*Do not thofe Things, together with their fending of

 their ignorant Miflionaries to gather feparate Societies in |

Places, where there is a found Miniftry, fignify that their
Defign is not Catholick, whatever th:ir Pretences be not

. withftanding ? o | L
- .. The Count’s bitter and contemptuous Speechies in New-

Brunfwick, againft the Body of the reforined Churches,

| gives additional Evidence, to what I have now obfesv’d.

~ And is there nofisuch Enthufiafm in the Moravian N
it, in thefe Inftances following ; viz. ¢
rayer ; in fending out Mifiionaries,

in negleéting Family

without humanLearning ; and in theirPreaching (ordinarily)
' without Study, and without Prayer beforc or after, or both ?

~ Befides, there is much cunning in their Practice, cloak’d
with an Appearance of Simplicity, as is evident from the
following Particulars, in their Method of propagating their
Seéy, viz. | S

1. They labour to be acquainted with others Principles, |

and accommodate themfelves fo far to them in Difcourfe,

as will not confift with Truth. A late Inftance of this ap~ |
peared in one of the Moravian Party called Mr. Betcner,who |
in my hearing, exprefsly contradiéted himfelf in the fpace J§

of two qr three Minutes ; a Perfon of Diftinétion being pre- |
fent, At fuft he afferted that pious People could know
o o others
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others certainly, and offered fomewhat in' Confirmation of
that deteftable Notion, in Anfwer to what was objected
againft it : but being afked by another Perfon after this |

Manner ; You don’t think that a good Man can know ano- |

ther infallibly ? No, faid he |

Befides, I have been inform’d by fome Perfons of Credit,
that B. 77it/man’s Wife has denied fince what fhe afferted
at New-Brunfwick : for this, if the will fuffer the Matter

to be examined, fhe may be proved a Liar.

‘Farther, I am credibly informed, that the Count hasin
the hearing of feveral Perfons, denied the Articles offered |
againft him in the beginning of this. Appendix, which he
exprefled in New-Brunfwick, as they now ftand ; and fome |
of them abfolutely and intirely. I leave it to the impartial |
Reader to judge, whether thoie Articles be not proved by
the Extralls of his Sermons ; and hence to form what Opi-
nion he thinks reafonable, of ghe Count’s Veracity., The |
Count’s denying of them as they ftand, feems to be an
artful, but ungenerous Evafion. What if it was fo, that his
Affertions were not put in the fame Order in which he deli~ |
vered them ? if his Expreffions are not altered, or his Senfe '
wronged, and the Articles be put in a more natural Order,
where is the Injury ? ‘ |
- I might mention mote Inftances of other Moravians un«
ii:mcere and inconfiftent Conduc ; but thefe at prefent may
uffice. ~ | o
. 2. They hide any of their Principles, that they think will -
difauft. Iytho’t it fomething ftrange, in the Count’s for- |
bidding any Perfon to come into the Room with me, the

H

fecond Time I attemptred to fee him. o |
3. They fpeak flightly of the Ufe of good Books. This
feems to be a crafty Stratagem, to increafe their Se& ; for
they .nay know, that all Books but their own are againft
them, confidering their Principles complexly. Now their |
dlighting the Ufe of good Books, has a Tendency to rob
God’s People, fo far as their Influence reaches, of 2 precious -
Mean of Inftrution and Defence, and {o leaves them more
expofed to the Stratagems of Seducers, '
K , 4. Do
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4. Do not fome Moravians, {light human Reafon and
| Learning ? which (if ufed in their proper Place) are good
| Bulwarks againft their inconfiftent Doétrine: and in the
' Room thereof commend a Simplicity of dangerousTendency,
as has been before obferved ! I know of no commendable
| Simplicity, but humility and fincerity in the Ufe of proper
' Means ; but to believe Contradiions is a deteftible Sim-

' plicity, and to expeét in ordinary Cafes Bleffings fromGod,

" without the Ufe of proper Means, inftead o% trufting in

' him, is to tempt him. |
.5 Do not the Moravians fpeak flightly of Confeffions of
- Faith, and fuch like regular and harmonious Syftems of
- Chriftian Principles ? and is not this Political ? for has it
. mot a rplain Tendency to prepare Perfons to receive their
- inconfiftent Medley of Doétrines, which no human Under-
- flanding can harmonize, = e
6 gen’i the Moravians begin with the Aftections firft ! |
. and is this fair Dealing ? - Do they not endeavour to infi-  §
nuate themfelves into People’s Affections firft, by Smiles and
foft Difcourfes about the Love of Chrift, and by a feem-
ingly innocent fimple and loving Behaviour ! while in the
mean Tlime they carefully hide their Principles, until the
- AffeCtions are catched, and then lct them out by Degrees.
- Should not they fhow their Principles firft, before the
| Affe&tions are fir'd, that fo People might judge of them
- with Calmnefs and Impartiality ?

' | %, Do not they take fpecial Care to apply to fyoupg Per- | |
~ fons,Females,and ignorant People, who are full of Afle&ion? §
 And if any Perfons of Diftinction are under any good Im- |\
- preflions, thofe fhall be taken fpecial Notice of befure:

- for ?oor ignorant you—ng' Creatures under their firft Love,are
eafi )

)

y led afide by fair bhews. And there muft be if they
. .can, fome Perfons of Note and Figure in every Place to
grace their Sect, and gain Profelytes to it. Who do they
imitate in_attacking the weaker Part of Man, viz. the
Paflions ; and the weaker Sex firft ; but the Devil the Fa-
ther of Liesand Errors? Did not he deal thus with our
firft Parents, and by the weaker Sex feduc’d Adam, And |
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And don't they refufe generally to Reafon upon Points in
Religion, whereby one might convince another, and leave
People to be profe?;ted by Sight only, It is politick in them
indecd to wave Reafoning and fhun Difcovery, for their
Principles will bear neither. Let them but appear in their
native Deformity, and they will be abhorred? My Soul is |
grieved to fee the childith Ficklenefs of the Sons & Daughe |
ters of this (Generation ! ‘who are tofled about with every |
Wind of Doétrine; who are juft fmil’d out of their Reli-
gciﬁn, without being able to offer one folid Reafon for their |

ange, (. |
- 8. They endeavour to unhinge People as to their religi-
ous Principles, with their confufed Inve&ives againft Bi-
yotry, =
SQDY ubtlefs to be as zealous in Degree, for fmaller Points
in Religion as for greater, is a criminal Bigotry ; for Zeal
thould furely be proportioned to the Weight of Things.
Likewife to entertain uncharitable Thoughts of thofe who
differ from us, only in Circumftantials ; or fonic few lefler
Points of Faith : and no doubt to madeCircumftantials, Terms
of Commuunion, is Bigotry with a Witnefs. Alfo to en-
deavour rather principally to ropaﬁue a Se€t by our. Zeal,
than to promote the gencral Intercfts of Religion. But itis
no Bigotry to hold faft Chrift’s precious Truths in Affection
and Pradtice, and to defend them againft all Oppofers ; (for
this is But the Command of God. And without this a
»?*grct.end'gii Zcal for Holinefs is of*no Moment. And we
“ind our Lord and his Apoftles ufed Sharpnefs in dealing
‘with falfe Teachers, calling them Wolves, Dogs, Serpents,

1r
#

Vipers | e

,f:adet;id to cffay to impofe our Opinion upon others, by
Force and Violence, is doubtlefs a deteftable Bigotry ; for
every onc has an equal Right to think for himfelf, and Rea~
fon and Argument can only convince the Mind.

Certainly we fhould adhere inviolably to the Principles
we have been inftruéted in, until we find better, whichwe |
fould be always ready to receive upon proper Conviétion ; |
which is not to be attained by the Sight of the Grimaces of |
Strangers, or by immediate l}\evclations or Enthufiafine, bi)zt
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by Scripture, Reafon and Argument.- No doubt wefhould
be always open to I:ight and rational Convi&ticn ; but there
'is a vaft Difference between this and a childifh Ficklenefs.
Do not thofe aét like Children and Fools, who part with
- good Principles for bad ? :

- Ithink it looks excceding black in the Moravians to flight
fpeculative Knowledge, {0 as they do, which they call Head-
- Knowledge. It’s true, it isa Sin to reft fatished with it,
without feeling its Power and Influence ; but it is' not an
- appointed Mean to obtain what is faving ; why elfe are the
- Unconverted enjoined to fearch the Scriptures ¢ Without
- Knowledge Salomon obferves that the Mind cannot be good ;
- and he fays that they are Fools who hate it. Is not fpecu-
' lative Knowledge the fame for Subftance with that which is
| faving, only deftitute of its Influence upon Heart &Practice!?
~ The Moravians by this Method of proceeding, are propa-
‘gating another damnable Do&trine of the Church of Rome,
namely, that Ignorance is the Mother of Devotion.

* The Moravians feem to be aware of this, viz. that Rea-
fon, Learning, found Confeffions of Faith, and fpeculative
‘Krnowledge, do all of them oppofe the Spread of their pers

| wverfe inconfiftent Principles, and therefore they labour to.

- pull them down, | |

It is exceeding weak in the Moravians to bring in that
- Paflage of Paul, 1 Cor. 2. 2. For I detormined to know mo-
. thing amwng you, fave Fefus Chriff, and him cmciared; as
. an 6bjc&ion againft feel%l;ng after Knowledge. e can-
not reafonably fuppofe, that the Apoftle means any more by
that Paffage, than that he made Chrift the Center and Scope
- of his Knowledge. i. e. that all he knew fhould' have a
Reference td Chrift, either more dire& or remote. And
- have not all the Scriptures this Tendency to exalt Chrift, to
. bring Sinners to Chrift, and to build them up in him? But

- to imagine that the Apoftle thould confine all his Knowledge
- to the Paffion of Chrift, in any other Senfe, is contrary to
- Scripture and Reafon. If fo, why did he inculcate fo many
other Things in his preaching, and that by immediate In-
fpiration ! If the aforefaid Notion were true, a great Part
of the Bjble would be ufelefs, But were not thefe Thing
| | writted

M o — A — —
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written for our Learning ! Why, are we bid to fearch the
Scriptures, if we muft not labour to underftand them. The
following Place of Scripture, A¢t.20.20,21. and how I bave
kept baek nothing that was profitable unte you, but bawé:w ;
you, and have taught you publickly, and from “Houe ta ife 3
teﬂzj}'mg to the Fews, and alfo to the Greeks, Repentance to-
wards God, and Faith towards our Lord Fefus Chriff ; may
be a Help to explain the other. 'We can have no juft No-

tion of the Paffion of Chrift, without the other trines of
Religion.

Does it look like the Spirit of Chrift, that the Mo.ravaas
in their Pradtice are fo carelefs of the fecureWorl:d ! What
avail their Pretences to Love, while they weaken the Foun-
dation of it, viz. Truth } What fignifies a childifh |
Affe&ion, that is not grounded upon Truth and Reafon? |

Before I conclude, give me Leave to mention one mnce
more, of the ftrange unaccountable Do&rme of tbls new.
Moravian Se&.

Chriftopher Parleus, one of that Party, declared the fol-
lowm Partxculars, at the Houfe of Mr. Samuel Hamrd
in szlade@bza, in Prefence of himfelf and Spoufe, viz.

- 1+ That he did not dcubt, but that many whe-were-nor
given to Chrift or eleGted, would in Time be b
accept of the Saviour.

2. That there were others who were charitable, and who
did not get the Pardon of their Sins in thisWorld, would not-
withftanding get their Pardon in the next World% to prove
which, he brought this Text ; viz.’ Make to“your jﬂws
Fr:end: of the Mammon of Unr ngteou nefs, that wbm ye fml
tbqy may receive you into everlafting tatio:

‘3. Healfo faid, that God was or might L¢ difappointed,
in what he mtended ; and when this was objected againft,
he explained himfelf thus, viz. that God would not be
finally difappointed of anfwermg the End he intended, tho® |
he might be difappointed of anfwering that End by the firft
or fecond Means, &c. which he intended to anfwer it by.

4. Healo faid, that the Moravians did not look upon
F amily Praycx to be 3 Duty,

Herg
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~HereIm.v add, that Mr.'Theodorus Frelinghaufu, heard
the Count affert, the fecond Article abovefaid.  And more-
‘over adds, that the Count-afferted, that many would be
faved at the Day of Judgment, by the Interceffion of the
Saints, and that he himfelf expected to fave Thoufands,

- ButI am tir'd, with relating their Abominations. I muft
conclude by obferving, that their Principles tend to deceive
Mankind, and fix the World ina fatal Security : they
are directly contrary to Scripture, Reafon, Experience,
Antiquity, “the Writings of the ableft and beft Divines of
the Proteftant Churches, 'to thec Harmony of their Confeffi-
ons of Faith, and to the Work of God. O may the GOD
of Truth fave his.People from all fuch Deceivers, and de-
teftable Delufions |  .fmen, Amen! |
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W berefore boly Brethrem, partakers of the bed'v n{y

Calling, confider the Apoftle and bzg", !%Przq/t af our

Prof ﬂ" tm, C/m ’f Tefus.

St ‘g 0 HE Apoftle havmg in the ngceedlﬁgc}‘ap' !

\q@”) ter, difcours’d upos; the prieftly Office of
piorowd)  (EATR
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Chrift, dot? in the beginning of this, ex-
hort the believing Hebrews to a due Lcn- "
4 b, b8y fideration thereof, |

Pl toeetin| f‘@ ‘In the Words before us, two ﬁungs
AL RNAN "“7*'. require our Notice ;+namely, ths hae
ratter given £o the belicving Hebrews, and the ."Ety to
which they are exhorted.

The Chara&er is threefold, or contains three Encommma.
(1) The Apoftle calls them Brethreny partly to fhew his
Condefccnﬁon and Love to them ; as alfo to fignify their
Duty to cach other, namcly Love: Then, and never till
then, do Chriftians live like Brethren, when they exercife
that Love to each other, whu.h hopes all Things, which fuffers
long and is kind, cnd is not saf! prawkcd and é‘cehtb ot ber
won Things. It is an J‘tomﬂung Stoop of Condefcenfion,

1. that |
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that Jefus Chrift is not athamed, to call ‘his poor People
| Brethren, - (2) 'The Apoftle calls the Hebrews holy ; which
‘they were not only by Profeffion and Dedication, but by
Principle and Practice. (3) They are faid to be Partakers
' of the heavenly Calling, i.e. they were effeCtually reclaimed
' from Sin to Piety, by the fpecial Call of God. Which is .,
| termed heavenly, becaufe of its Original, Tendency and
- Iffue. ‘The Original and Principle thereof, is the Spirit of
' God from Heaven ; the Mean whereby we are called, the
' Word of God, is fpiritual and heavenly ; the Tendency and
' Iffue of the Call is Heaven., The general Courfe of the
Affeétions of thofe who are called, is towards Heaven, and -
“there is their dwelling Place for ever. | |
In the Duty exhorted to, two Things may be obferved,
namely the A¢t and Objeét, (1) The A&,confider : the ori- -
ginal Word fignifies to animadvert, weigh, behold, obferve,
and that withCare &Diligence. (2 )TheObject,Chrift Fefus,
theanointedSaviour, reprefented by a twofoldCharacter,namely
that of an Apo/tle and high Prieff. TheWord Apsfile fignifies
one fent : the Word high Prieft fignifies the Prince or Chiefof |
thofe, whofe proper Bufinefs it is to manage Things facred. |
* Mofes was properly an Apoftle, or Embaflador, and Aaren
the chief Prwl'g3 ; but one Jesus has fulfilled the Part of
. both, and that to Perfe@tion. The Word Profeflion in this
- Text, (as I conceive) by a Metonimy of the Adjunét, fig-
nifies the Religion we profefs. |
From the Words I obferve the following Propofition,
. namely . |

! i‘n?a’*it is the Duty of all true Cbrg’/i'z’am, to eenfider JESUS
CHirisT, asthe Apoftle and high Pricft of their Pro-
Jeffion. | - B 4

'+ In fpeaking to the aforefaid Propofition, I would obferve

the followingOrder ; namely, 1. Difcourfe upon theApofto-
late;" and Priefthood of Chrift. 2. Shew how we fhould
‘confider them. 3. Why. 'And then procced to the Im-
provement of the Subj'eé{.' ”; |
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The firft General Head, is the Apoftolate of our Lord.
- An Apottle as was before obferved, fignifies One fent,
- aMeflenger or Ambaffador. - Here therefore let us tranﬁently%
obferve, in fome Inftances, the Analogy between our Lord|
and fuch. - o .
The Apoftles were immediately fent by Chrift, infpir'd
with Wifdom to unvail the Myfteries of {’eace and Salva-
tion, which had been long conceal’d, as well as endowed
with Power to perform miraculous Works in Confirmation
of them., | o
Thus our Saviour, who is the Wifdom and Power of God,
came not of himfelf, but the Father fent him, to declare|
- glad Tydings to the Poor ; ---and.this Meflage he confirmed|
- not only by his Life, and Miracles, but by his Blood."
The Apoftles were to take Care of the Churches-; and
in Purfuance heteof they travelled unweariedly from Place
to Place, preaching the Gofpel, thro’ good Report and bad
Report, till théy had finithed their Courfe, and then com-|
mitted themfelves to him that judgeth righteoufly. |

Thus our Lord the great Apoftle, bore upon his blefled
- Bofom, the Weight of the whole Church: in his humbled
‘State, he travelled from Place to Place, indefatigably preach-
ing the Gofpel, and doing Good ; in the Face of all Oppo-
fition, Contempt and Danger, ’till he had compleated his
Mediatorial Work, and could fay, Father it is finifbed, into
thy Hands I commend my Spirit, 1
An Embaflador or Meflenger of Peace from a Pringe, is |
not only a Perfon of Honour, Integrity, and Skill ;; who i f'
_is concerned to negociate in Matters of greateft Confe- |
~quence, to the Weal or Wo of Nations, but is com- |
- miflioned by the Prince that fends him, whom in his Em- |
- bafly he reprefents. - - o
And is not our Lord a Perfon of the higheft Renown
and Dignity, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords,
poflefled of a Retinue of innumerable Angels ?  The faith- z
ful and true Witnefs, the wonderful Counfeller ! Has not |
this Apoftle, this Meffenger of the Covenant, come from |
Heaven to Earth, with an Embaffy of Peace and Salvation, |
which unfpeakably concerns oixf everlafting Weal ? fglﬂ;
’ 3 | atly |
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hath God the Father fealed, and by him iy the Perfon of the
Father reprefented.  So that he who hemouret) the Sen,
‘henoureth the Father alfa.

A Meflenger or Ambaflador, is fometimes fent to put an
End to f’ar, that hereby the difimal Confequences thercof,

may be'prevented : To this Purpofe, he is to make Propo-
fals of Peace, on certain Tecrms, which he is vefted with
a Power to ratify.

- Has not our Lord by his Gofpel, made Propofals of Peace
and Pardon, to the vileft Rebels, upon equal and honoura-
ble Terms, wiz. of Faith and Repentance, that hercby the
unjuft and unequal War, commenc’d againt God by Adam’s
Apoftacy miay be iffued, and fo the damning Confequences
‘ef? Rebellion prevented ; and are not the aforefaid Pro-
pofals ratified by the Mediator’s Blood ! = |

. L

AMeﬂ'g‘j’xger is apt to be grieved, when his Méﬂ’age is -

flighted, upon the Forefight of the Calamities confequent
Jhereupon, for when the T'reaty of Peace expires, a Scene:
of Defolation and Blood opens !

Thus whep our compaflionate Apoftle, drew ncar to the

| City of Jerufulem, he wept over it, faying, If thou hagft

known in this thy Day, the Things that concerned thy Peace,
but riow they arc hid {rom thine Lyes ! O will it not by
~more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in tle Day of
| the Lord, thap for thofe, who ungratefully flight the gru-

cious Offers of this [Meflenger of the Covenant, thisA Hftle
of our Profeflion ! |
~ WhenAmbafladors have faithfully delivered theirEmbafly,
. are they not at their Return, reccived with Honour?
‘Thys with what inexpreflible Honours and Acclamations of
Joy, was our dear Lord reccived by the heavenly Hofts,
when he afcended up on high, and led Captivity Captive |
- Did not all the proftrate Ranks of Saints and Seraphims, caft
their Crowns at the Iect of our Immanuel on thisOccufion }
- whowas fet at the right Hand of the Majefty on high,
| g?athc'd with all the Enfigns of Power, Gyeatnefs and
- Glory ! :

But
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The Prighbood of CHR IS T, confidered, &

But I proceed to Difcourfe upon the Priefthood of Chrift,
That our Lord is a Prieft, is evident from the Oath of God
the Father, Pfal, x1o. 4. The Lord hath fworn, and will not|
repent, thou arta Pricf? for cver, ?ﬁcr the Order of Melchife-|
deck,  Hence he is culled our Ranfom,Propitiation,Paflover,
and Advocate with the Father.

And hence have we fo many Types of his prieftly Office.
The common Levitical Priefis, were Figures of him ; in
their teaching of the People the Knowledge of the Law,
Mal. 2. 7. Intheir founding of the Trumpets, either as
an Alarmto War, or to aflemble the People. I

Thus our Lord founds the Gofpel Trumpet as' an Alarm
to fpiritual War here, and will make the Arch-Angel’s
Trumpet fhake the Creation hereafter, to form the laft
Grand Affize., - | R

But the Priefts were efpecially Figures of him, in offer- |
ing Sacrifices for the Sins of the People, and in judging of |
the Plague of Leprofy, «nd fo pronouncing them clean and |
unclean, If it had reach’d the Head, the Perfon was to be |
pronounced uncleans  Sotruly it is an awful Sign of a bad |
State, when Errors about important Points of Doétrine
corrupt the Judgment. As our Lord gave himfelf a Sa-
crifice for Sin, fo.he is the final Judge of the Flague of
. every Man’s Heart., - R
- Melchifedeck was doubtlefs 2 Type of our Lord, in his be-
~ing called the King of Rightcoufnefs and Peace.  Thefe
reprefented the everlafting Rightcoufnefs and Peace, which |
the Redeemer introduced, and procured by his 13lood and |

 Obedience.  Melchifedeck blefled Abram, and -received |
Tyths of him, by which was doubtlefs fignified, the fupe-
rior Excellency of the Priefthood of Chrift, to the Levitical.
Melehifedeck had no Predeceflor or Succeflor in his Office,
wnd his Age and Genealogy was defignedly concealed, to fig- |
nify the ineftable (Seneration and eternal Duration of Chrift, |
%ﬁlfo that he had 1o Rivals or Succeflors in his prieftly |
ce.

But the high Pricft was an illuttrious Type of Chrift, in
the following Inftances,

1. In
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[ 4. In Refpe& of his Call to his Office: He took not
this Honour to himfelf, but was call’d of God and confe-
crated by Impofition of Hands, Heb. §. 4. Numb. 8. 10.

“Thus our Lord glorified not himfelf, Heb 5. 5. but was
;fealed or commiffioned by his F admr, Fob. 6. 27. '
2. In his Unclion for his Ofice: Lev, 8. 12. and was
‘not our Lord anomted with the Oyl of Gladnefs, above his

| Fellows ? |

' 3. Inhis pecuhar Ornaments, namely his holy Crown,
lus Mitre, Girdle, and Breaft-Plate: Al} which typified
the tranfcendent Excellency of Chrift’s Priefthood |
4. The high Prieft’s bearing the Names of the twelve

. Tribes on his Brea&-Plate, when he appeared before God,

" feems to reprefent the affectionate Remembrance our Lord

' hath of his whole Church, when he intercedes for them with

| his Father. The Urim and Thummim on the Breaft-Plate,

' fignifying Light and Integrity, was doubtlefs a Figure of the

- Bufficiency of Chrift’s Prophetical Office, to anfwer all the

~ Difficulties of | his People.

| 5. The hi f}; Prieft’s yearly entrance into the Hol of

' Holies, and that not without Blocd, to make Atonement,‘_ |
daubflefa pre gurcd our Lord’s Entrance into Heaven, as
~ Mediator forus, in Vertue of his meritorious Blood, to
 make Atonement for all his Ele&, Hb. 10. 12.
6. The high Prieft’s being without Blemifh, and the

Cleannefs of his Robes, Lev. 21. fhadowed forth the un-
- {potted Punty of our high Prieft Chrift Jefus, ;who was
- holy, barmlefs, undefiled.--- |
7. As the high Pricft only made Perfumc, for burnt
Offerings, fo it is Chrift alone who by the Incenfe of his |
-Merits, can perfume our Devotions, and render them ac- | .
ceptable to (God, Rev. 8. 3. i

8. The high Prieft’s Death, fet the ’\/Ian-ﬂayer free, who
had fled to the City of Refuge and doas not the Deathof J ¢
our great high Pricft fet all thofe guilty Creatures free, who J ¢
fly to him for Shelter ? Ifai. 32. 1, 2.

Now the Neceflity of the Pneﬁhood of Chrift, will
appear by confidering, F,

1. The
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1. The Wrong that by Sin is oﬁ'qed to the divine Ma-
jefty : it being a Contempt of his Authority, an under- |
valuing of his Mercy and a Contrariety to all the Perfedi- |
ons of his Nature, as well as Precepts of his Law. |

2. There is a Neceflity of making Satisfation for the
Wrong done by Sin, becaufe of the governing Juflice, |
Wifdom, and Truth of God. Sin becaufe of its vile Na-
ture, deferves Punifhment ; and it is contrary to the dwme |
Wifdom to difpenfe with it, without Satisfaction mﬁde §
becaufe this tends to deftroy all Government. |

In order to Government there muft be Laws,*and thﬂ.t
enforced by proper Sanétions ; but unlefs the Sanctions or
Penalties be executed upon Tranfgreflors, they are but in-
fignificant Scare-crows. But the Almighty is obliged by |
his Truth, to infli& the Penalty of Death annexed to the |
Breach of the firft Covenant, either upon the Sinner hlm-
felf or a Surety i in his Room and Place.  I-add;
3. That there is an utter Inability in Man, to. 'ngke
Sausfa&xon to divine Juftice, either by doing or fuﬁgeﬂng.‘
His Performances, thro’ an inherent and univerfal
vity of Nature, are imperfect and due to God, on t,’fhe Ac-
count of Creation, Iszz’. 64. 6. Now what is finful it |
- felf can never make Satisfaltion for Sin. The Payment of
- Dcbt we owe as Creatures, can never pay another Debt,
which we owe as Tranfgreflors. And if Man fatisfies by
Suffering, it muft be by fuch as is infinite, in Weight or
Contmuance, for lefs is not equal to the Demerit of Sin,
which is obje&ively infinite, and what is lefs than its De- |
merit, a jult God will not accept of. Now a Punifhment |
infinite in \Vex'rht, would cruth a ﬁn& Creature to no-
t‘uncr; and if it be infinite n Continuance, lt will make |
it for ever mifcrable. ;

‘The Priefthood of Chrift, is that Medxatoraal Oﬁce of
our Lord, whereby he offers himfelf, as a propitiatory Sa-
cnﬁct:r for Sin, interceeds for his People, and blefleth them."

he

1. Aéhof Chrift’s Prieftly Oﬁice, is to offer Sacrifice
for Sm(Heo §. 3. 10. 14.) namely, fuch in which God
might reft, and for which, he might be reconc‘ledsto the

inner ;
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Sinner. Here let it beogonﬁdered, that the Perfon offering,
was the Mediator God-Man, according to both Natures,

(2) The Sacrifice offered, was himfelf, properly as to his

human Nature ; hence it is afcrib’d to his Body, his Blood,

hisSoul. (3) The Altar was himfelf, confidered as to his
divine Nature : for as from the Altar, fprings the Value
andEfficacy of theSacrifice, fo on theDeity of Chrift,theDig-
nity & Influence of his Death depends. (4) The End of the

Offering is Satisfalion ; that by transferring the Guilt upon

the Sacrifice, the Sinner may be freed and thus reconcil’d

to-the divine Majefty.  This Offering our high Prieft has
at once finifhed by his Crucifixion, Heb. 9. 26. The"

2. A&t of Chrift’s Pricfthood, is his Interceffion with the
Father for his People. To intercede in general fignifies to
plead with one for another ; and this is twofold, either out
of Charity as Brethren, or by Virtue of Office. The lat-
“ter is peculiar to our Lord, who by Virtue of his Office,
- pleads for his People againft all their Enemies, as well as
- for the Acceptance of their Perfons and Services, the Con-
- tinuance of their Peace, and Satisfaction of their Defires.

- Of the Interceflion of Chrift, there are two Periods, the
firft of which was when he was on Earth, ‘fob. 17. then
did he with the greateft Humility and Fervour, defire Blef-
fings for his People ; the fecond is in Heaven, which he
performs with the greateft Majefty.

" (1.) By appearing before his Father for us, as the high
Prieft in the Holy of Holies, with the Names of the twelve
- Tribes upon his Breat-Plate. | |
 (2-) By reprefenting his Satisfaction and Merits, that on
the Account thereof§ his People dnd their fpiritual Sacrifi-
ces may be accepted in his Fa#ther’s Sight. Hence he is
faid to appear as the Lamb flain. .

Now the Interqeflion of Chrift is gracious, general, pre-
valent, perpetual. He pleads without any Reward from us.
He pleads for all his withqut Exception, and him the Father |
always heareth : Hence his Blood is faid 2o fpeak betterThings ]
than that of Abel 5 and that.be ltves Yor ever to make bnterceffin
for his People. ‘'The Holy Spirit does indeed interceed by
his Operations in us, thercby flirring up unutterable Groan-

ings ;
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fngs ; but Chrift without us by his Blood and Obedience.

" The o

3. A&t of Chrift’s prieftly Office, is Benedition. Hence
the Priefts of old, by divine Prefcription, bleffed their Peo-
ple ; and Meichifedeck blefled Abram : and hence we are
inform’d, thaZ in his Seed (which is our high Prieft) all Na- |
tions fhould be blefled, and thus the Blefling of Abrabam is
faid to come upon theGentiles thro’ Fefus Chrift,(Gal.3.144)
i. e, the fame Blefling which God confer’d on Abrabam, in
Kind, on the Account of the blefled Seed, which did defcend
lincally from him. Hence our Lord after his Refurreétion,
blefled his Difciples, fpeaking Peace to them. And hence
God the Father is faid to blefs his People with all fpiritual
Bleflings in him, Eph. 1.3. ; o
- Sometimes to blefs fignifies to Praife, and give Thanks s
and thus we blefs God : fometimes to with Profperity ; and
thus Parents blefs their Children, Paftors their People, and
each the other :  Sometimes to feparate to a religious Ufe ;
and thus God blefled the Sabbath ; and fo the facramental
Flements, after Confecration, may be faid to be bleffed.
Once more, it fignifies to confer every Kind of Benefit
which we need ; in this Senfegghe Gentiles are faid to be
blefled in Chrift. And in this laft Senfe of the Word it is
that our Lord as a Prieft bleffes his People. *

1. With all fpiritual Bleffings, . namely Redemption,
Jutification, San&ification, Adoption, Covenant-Commu-~
nion with him here, and eternal Glory hereafter. And

2. With all fuch temporal IMercies as are for their beft
Good. Even thefe are included in the Bleffing of Abrabam,
which thro’ Chrift is derived on the Gentiles. Godlinefs |
hath the P’_rlgmife of this Life, as well as that to come.

he

Second general Head of Difcourfe, is to fhew how
we fhould confider Chrift, as our Apoftle and high Prieft.

1. We ought to confider him as fuch attentively, parti-
cularly, frequently ; often weighing in our Minds with |
Care, the abfolute NeceTity, the tranfcendent Excellency,
m@ unfpeakable Yfe and t%«encﬁt, of his Apoftlefhip and |

efthood. f
M 2., We
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| 2. Wefhould confider om Lord asan Apoftle and Pricft

éﬁ'eé"txonatel) , with Wonder »nd Gmtntude. O how amaz-

ing was the concordant Difeord, the fnendlyConteﬂ among
the divine Attnbutﬂg, about the Salvation of fallen Man '
Avengm“ Juftice required of the Sinner eternal Condemna-
tion for his Offence ; the Demanus of Juftice the Truth of
God engaged to iffue, and urg’d the Execution of the pri-
titive Threatiiing, Death of every I\md (in the con-
trary, Grace and Mercy contended fur the Sinner’s Safety
and Happinefs, the Plea of which was ftrengthned by the
Glory that would redound to the divine Goodnefs and Cle-
“‘mency hereby ; which delights not in the Death of 2 Sinner,
but rather that he may turn and live. Here unfearchable
and divine Wifdom interpofed, and offered to give Satis-
faction to both the contending Partics thus ;- namely, in
- ordering that Sin fhould be punifhed according to Juftice,
and yet “the Sinncr be faved according to Mercy.

To this End divine Wifdom pointed to our hiih Prieft,
who by his Death and Obedience thould fatnsﬂ fuﬂm,
“and fave the Sinner ; who is hence called the V 1510 2e and

Power of God, for in him divine Wifdom and P5wer have
had a moft glonous Difplays In him Grace and Truth havé

met together, and Righteoufnefs and Peace have kiffed each
other. O fhould not thefe Things fill us with Amazment,
~ when the Angels ftoop down to behold this wondrous Scene !
And fhould not our Souls be infpir’d with the moft paflionate
Gratitude, when we confider the awful Majefty, unﬁamcd
Purity, glorious Sovereignty, and inexhaufted All-fufficiency
of that Jehovah, who gave fuch a high Prieft to theWorld !
----As alfo the Charalier and Quality of the Perfon he gave:
Not a. Levitical, Aaronical Prieft, but Onc according to
the Order of Melchifedeck Not a Steas nger but a Son,
an only begotten "»nd cternal Son ; who is able to fave to
the: uttcrmoﬁ all that come to the Father by him, Add
to this, the Manner of the Gift ; the eternal Father gave
‘his only Son, with the Solemnity of an Oath, to fignify
the Immutability of his Counfel, as well as the fuperiour
' Fxcc'lcmy of the Pricfthood of Chnﬁ that hereby his Peo’
ple mighe huve ttrong Confolation, B
ut
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l

But if we confider for whom, and for what, the Son of |

God was given to be a Pricft by his Father, it may increafe
our Admiration. Was it not for Worms, Sinners, Ene-
nics, as unworthy of his Love, as unable to requite it !
And was not this the Defign of his Priefthood, that he might
reconcile fuch, even fuch to Go., and vouchfafe all Blef-

fings on them ! O the amazing Heights and Depths of the
Love of God in Chrift, which paffes all Knowledge ; herein
is Love, not that we loved him, but that he loved us, and.

gave his only begotten Son to be a Propitiation for us.

 And what Gratitude fhould fire our Bofoms, when we
confider the Condefcention and Love of Chrift,as anApoftle ?
When this Apoftle trod our dufky Globe, then was the legal
Vail rent in twain, the Day-Spring from on high did vifit
us,and the Sun of Righteoufnefs thone upon us,  The Jewith
Shades vanifhed and expired, at the opening of the Gofpel-

Day, in the Charms of its' meridian Beauty and brigh-te&«:

“Radiancy. a

3. We fhould confider Chrift *as our Apoftle and l%igh |

Prieft effectually, fo as to difclaim all Dependance upon our

~own Wifdem, and Righteoufnefs, and with Readinefs and

Reverence embrace him for DireGtion and Forgivencfs ; we

fhould continually depend upon him,. and refign all our

Aftairs to his Conduét and Difpofal, T
| The | | -

‘Third general Head is to thew, why we fhould conﬁdcr

Chrift as an Apoftle and high Priet. . DT
1. The commandingAuthority of God obliges us, which
it is ungrateful rebellious and exceeding perilous for us to

difpute or difobey : /#berefore holy Brethren, Partakers of
the heavenly Calling, confider the Apojtle and high Prigft of

our Profuffion Chrift Fefus.

2. Our Comfort and Intereft fhould invite us : Chrift is
the Spring of Sweetnefs, and Confolation ; but without an
attentive believing Confideration upon [jm, how can we
expe¢t Comfort from him, which we fo much nced in our
prefent Pilgrimage ?  Chrift is the Fountain andT'reafury of
all Fulnefs, not only eflentially as God, but by divine Con-
ﬁétution_ asMcdiator, without Communications from which,
M 2 . W
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'we can make no religious Progrefs, And can fuch be ex=
Reﬁ;d?, without conﬁderigng him from whom they are des
ive : R
3. Our Ufefulnes in the World does much depend

‘upon our confidering of Chrift.  This, this is a properMean,
to increafe our Love to, and excite our Joy in him ; and

thefe will doubtlefs incline to proportionableLabours for him.
But when Chrift is neglefted, our Joy faints, our Love lan-

'guifhes 3 and then no wonder if our religious Labours are
leflened.

Thegl\d'lPROVEMENT of this Subject remains.
- An | '
1. Hence we may learn the great, the grofs Ignorance, |
which Sin brought Mankind to, whonceded an Apoftle,fuch
" an Apoftle, to inftruét them ; this was fo great, that un-
- converted Sinners are call’d Darknefs it felf, in the very
| Abftract, Eph.s5.8. . : | .
2. Hence we may learn the Love of God the Father in
fending fuch an Apoftle, to teach poor Sinners the Way to
Bleflednefs ; and to govern and eftablith the Church.
' And does not the Love of the Son of (God appear con-
- fpicuous in this, that he left the Glories of Paradife, and
~ ‘willingly became an Apoftle, a Fellow-Servant, in order to
- inftruct the Poor and Ignorant | Yz know the Grace of our
- Lord Fefus Chrift, that the' be was rich, yet for our fakes he
. became poor, that we thro® his Poverty, might be made Rich.
~ From the Pricfthood of Chrift we may learn the finfulnefs !
- of Bin, which has o alienated us from God, that a Prieft, |
a Reconciler for us with him, became abfolutely neceflary, |
~and that not of the common Order.  Such was the Guilt §
which our Sins contradted, that neither the Blood of Bulbs.
nor of Goats’ could expiato it, nothing lefs than the Blood
of the immaculate Lamb of God. Such was the Stain
- which Sin bro't gn all our facred Services, that they became
- odious to God 3 and thus an Interceflor was ‘neceflary, ¥
- porfume them with his meritorious Righteoufnefs ; without I'
which they cannot be accepted.  Sin has robbed us of evefy
Blefling, of evesy Kind 5 fo that a high Prieft was neceffary | -
{0
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‘toblefsus, and to derive the Blefling of Abrabam on us.
8in has fo armed the Law, the Juftice, and Power of God
| gamﬂ: us, that nothing lefs than the accurfed Death and the
bedience of the Son of God, can reconcile us to him, and
“fcreen us from deferved Vengeance Is it not Sin tha
the Angels out of Heaven, & Adam out of Paradife ?
not this, that burnt the Cmes of the Plag
and buried the whole Earth by a Delugé of Water ! Is not
this the bitter Source of the fable but numerous
" Train of Sorrows and Calamities, which do inviron, infeft
and perplex us,in this thornyMaze ? Well,xf Sin be fo great
an Evil, let us hate, bewail and fhun it, and feek Recon-
ciliation by the Blood and Obedience of our high Prieft.
But in the mean Time, it is highly neceffary that we
inquire, whether Chrift Jefus be our Apoftle, our high Prieft.

To this Purpofe let me ask you, in the Prefence of God, . |

‘whether ever you have had the Law and Gofpel opened to

your Minds with clearnefs, and fet home on your Hcarts
“with Power by this Apoftle ?

~Has the Law difccvrred to '}m God’s M eﬂ:y, Juﬁacc,
Almightinefs, as well as your_own Unbelief,Enmity againft |

God, and other Iniquities in Heart and Llfe, in their Num-
ber and Aggravations ? Has the Law applied, difcovered

to you your condemned loft State, and your utter want of .

Wifdom and Power to get out of it? And has a nearView
of thefe Things, together with their dreadful Confequences
in another World, fo diftrefled you that you could not reft ;

until the Gofpel opened a Door of Hope in Chrift, 1

until ye heard and felt the glad Tydings thereof accom-

panied with furprizing Ltght, efficacious Energy, a.nd over-

coming Sweetnefs, fo that ye were made willing.under a

~ Senfe of your Sin and Nothingnefs, to venture your fick |
Souls by believingupon the AlmightySaviour, and him alone,

having difclaimed all other Refuges?

The Apoftle fuggefts fome Things in our Text, whxch
may help us to know, whetlger ]cfus Chrift be our high
Priet. Namely (1) That fuch Perfons are holy, i.e. the |

eneral Courfe of their Defircs and Endeavours bends that *

Vay from love to God and his L (2) They are Broe

thren;

it
n by a fiery Shower;




thren, they love each other, wikh that Love which fuffers

long, and iskind, They love chiefly becaufe of the Image
" of God, and in Proportion ther¢to,’ and this Love is not
- confined to their own Party. (3) They are Partakers of
| ch:eavcnly Culling ; i e, they have heard the Voic: of
- G%, by his Law and Gofpel, fb as to be raifed hercby
~ from a Death in Siny to a divine Life, to a Conformity to
. the Image of the’Sé‘of God, that he might be the firft
~ "born among many Brethren, and particularly fuch fet their
" Affections on Things above, (Coli3. IN} and are habitually
~in the prevailing Temper of their Minds, Pilgrims and
- Strangers on this Earth,  (4) They are of the Chriftian
- Profeffion, and that not in Name only but Thing. = Such
~ are not afhamed to confefs Chrift, and profefs his Religion
atall Times, and in all Places, = |

- Wow to thofe who have experienced the aforefaid Particu-
" lars, the Subject I have been difcourfing on, ofters great
Confolation and Support. The Apoftlethip of Chrift opens
~ a Spring of Sweetnefs to fuch as are opprefled with a Senfe
“of thelr Ignorance ; who apprehend themfelves to be as
"' brute-Beafts, upon that Account. Such may confider, that
~ Chrift as an Apoftle, is a condefcending powerful Inftructor,
- who makes the Heart of the rafh to underftand Judgment, -
and the Tongue of the Stammerer to fpeak plain.  He makes
. the Simple underftand Wifdom, and writes his Laws upon
- their Hearts, with indelible Charaéters, fo that they becqmé
. his Epiftle. e o |
- Anddoes not the Priefthood of Chrift open a comfort-
\ ing Scene to poor Believers, under all the Variety of their
L Il)iﬂreffes,.and that in jt’s feveral Acks?  As may appear
I thus, ,
i, - When Sin urges, when the Law, Confcience, and §ata11
¥ accufe ; when we walk in Darknefs, and fee no Light ;
i when weare diftrefled with the Fears of private or publick
| Judgments here, and cternal Condemnation hereafter : In
L ghefe, and in all other Cal@nitics, how fweet and fup-
[ porting is it, to confider that we have a high Pricft, who
has offered not the Blood of Bulls or of Guats, but him-
felf, his Soul, his Body, his Blood, to reconcile us to God ;
| ' ~ )
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a Prieft after the Order of Mé!cbfﬁdeci, the King of ngh-

teoufnefs, and of Peace ; the Son of God, God-i/lan, yeal
God himfulf ! A high Prieft who has m~dg full Satisfattion,,
in whom his Father is well pleafed ; a high Prielt wha i
able to fave to the uttermoft, all that come to the Fathes
by him : on him thercfore let uslay theBurden of our Guilt,
as the Ifraelites did on the Scape-Goat, ang in hLim let us
joy and triumph, having no Confidence in the Flefh.
~ When we are almoft difcouraged, becaufe of the Dead-
nefs, Wandrings, and other Impurities of our Devotions ;
likewife when we are diftreflfed with Feurs of falling away,
it yields a great Support to confider upon the Interceffion of
our high Prieft with his Father for us, which is authorita-{
tive, continual, prevailing¥ Joh. 17, 24. Father, I will that
thafe whom thou haft given mey be with me where I am. Heb,
", 25. Sceing he ever lives, to make Interceffion for them.
Joh.11.42. And I'knew that thou heareft me always. Theye-
fore let us offer our Prayers believingly in his Name, and
feck to have them perfumed with the Incenfe of his Merit|
and Interceflion : let us with humble Confidence, commit
our whole Cafe to be intirely managelf by this gracious
and faithful Advocate. ‘ IR

When the Enemies of Zion moleft reproach and curfe
s, for our Zeal and Faithfulnefs to God, it is.a Comfort
to confider, upon the authoritative Blefling of our great
high Prieft, which will take effectual Place, notwithftand-
ing all the Oppofition of Earth and

ell I, O how fweet
are thofe Words of our dear Lord, recorded Mat. 5.11,12.
Bleffed are ye when Men Jhall revile y 4 and perfecute you,
awd fhall fay all manner of Ewil agairft you faljely for my
Sake : rejoyce and be exceeding glad, for |7 perfecuted they the
Prophers which were before you !~ Surely the Blefling of
Abrabam has come on the Gentiles thro’ Jefus Chrift: but
to inherit this, we muft take Care, that we be the fpiri- |
tual Seed of Ahrabam by a living Faith.
Let us be exhorted to hear the great Apofile of our
Profeflion, fecing that his Father hut%x fent him, and com- |
mands us to hear him, Matth, 17, §. This i my beloved
Sony bear 3o bim, Surcly never Man f{pake like hi;n ;|
~ how |
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how then fhall we efcape, if we tutn away from him that
{fpeaketh from Heaven, Heb. 12. 25 S N
 Let us therefqre fpeedily accept of the Terms of Grace,
‘which this Meflenger of the Covenant propofes to us ; for
furely we cannot maintain a War againft him.  Shall Stub-
ble contend with the devouring Flames? Have we an Arm
'Lke God ; orggan we Thunder with a Voice like him -
 Who can ftand before his Indignation ? Who knows the
 Power of his Anger ? He is wife in Heart, and mighty in
- Strength, Who has' hardeneu nimfelf againft him and prof-
pered ! He but touches the Hills, and they fmoke; yea
| the Mountains melt at his Prefence | 'When he fpeaks, the
- pureft Seraph vails his Face, the Pillars of Heaven trem-
ble, and the Earth’s Foundatior® fhake, the Devils roar,
‘and all Nature faints | | I
Confider, poor Sinners | how unjuft and ungrateful your
War'againft Heaven is. Is not Jehovah Jefus your right«
| ful Sovereign? Do not your Beings and all your Benefits
. proceed from his Power and Kindnefs ? 'C{ﬁnﬁder, the
great God whom ye have fo much offended, is willing
- to be at Peace vith you : He is waiting to be gracious to
- you, and wants to be exalted that he may have Mercy on
 you ! ' And O how long have the Meflenger of the Cove-
- nant and his Servants waited on you invain! Q! confider,
. how fweet, how fafe it is to be at Peace with God. O con-
' fider, how ftrong the Lord is, to revenge your ftupid Neg- |
 le&! Confider poor Sinners, that this is Zour Day of
- Vification | Behold now is the accepted Time,. bebold now is the
g Dayof Sakvation. A very uncommon Seafon it is at prce
" fefit, ye know, my Brethren, in Refpeét of the effufion
. of the Ho{{fSpirit upon the Churches ; efpecially in this
~ AmericanWildernefs | Take Care, my dear Brethren, that
- ye ben’t left behind to Wrath and Ruin, while fo many
~ are prefling into the Kingdom of God. You have as preci-
ous Souls as others ; you have the fame Encouragements,
and are under at leaft equal Obligations ; why therefore
do yeftand all Day idle, in the Market-Place? Con-
{ider poor Sinners | how low Chrift hath ftooped tc pur-

chafe Peace for Rebels, and upon what eafy Tesms, aﬂ?1
o wit

—




" with what Condefcention and Importnmty ‘he propofes’
the.fame.  WWhgrefore do ye [pend your Monzy for thar which
is not Bread, and your Labour for tbat wbn'b Jatisfyeth not &

Incline your E ar and come unto me, hear - and your “Souls jball
live, Ifai. 55. 2, 3. |

|
The Priefbsod af CHRIS T, conflered. »17'{

And fhould not we be induced to perform the ‘Oﬁices we
owe to our habh Prieft ? namely, Honour, Love, Obedt-
ence, Homage and Support.

We owe %Ionom‘ to _fuch 'a Prieft, fuitable to hns
Dignitv : this /I&ra/mm ‘expreffed to him in Melchifedeck.

Like vuP.Lov%- isdueto himasa F ather, asa Prieft; fo
faithful and merciful, that he has given himxfeif te us,i
and in himfelf all Bleflings to us.

We fhould perform Obedience and Homage alfo to hrm,.
:}; to a kmgly Prxeﬁ of whom lebtﬁded was. but -
~Type., . »
| }Another Duty is Support, (as it were in T} thes - mmx-‘
~ fired not to his Perfon, but . to his.i
 and Meflengers. Did the Hraelites exprefs dirch Wefiped
~ &c. to their common Priefts ? Dld ./Ibram fo gre:at a

Patriarch give Honour as to the greater, and Tyths to
the Prieft Adelkchifedeck ? and fhall we refufe to perform
what we owe to our high Pne{’c who is mﬁmtely greater

i’han Melcbqfedecé ?

Fmally, dear Brethren, feemg it has plcafed Almlghty
) God to provide for us fuch an All-fufficient and every
: Way fultable high Prieft, whofe Blood is fufficient to re-
move our Guilt, and whofe perfect Obed:ence to thf‘Li‘W,
~is equal to acquu'g for usa Right to. eternal Bleflednefs 5.2
Prieft who is. in"both Refpedd a hiding P& i
Wind, and a Covert from the Tem eft ; as vae"s of
Waters in a dry Place, and the Shadow of a great Rock
in a weary Land : Let us be intreated to haften to him
as our only Shelter and Security in every impending
 Storm and Calamity. On this Blood and Obedience let
us intirely reft. May we be incited frequently to con-
N | ﬁder
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fider him in the whole of his Mediation while we live,
with Reverence, Love and Delight, that fo we may
live with him ecternally hereafter | /Amen, dm /

\




1 COR. XIL2
And though I bave the Gift of Propbecy, and snder-
. Sand all Myferies, and all Knowledge ; and though
I bave all Faitb, o that I could remove Mountains,
and bave no Charity, Iam nothing. -~

L

;i OVE s certainly the brighteft Emblem of:
" yee the divine Nature, for God is Love ; and the
s greatelt Ornament of the human. Love is
vy the Sinew of civil Society, and religious alfo,
JINAD without which ¥he Comforts and Profits of
SN - both, %rc cither much impair'd of intirely
loft. Love is the Subftance of the Law, and the great
one, and condefcending Direions of the other, tend ‘to
Love’ . and end init. This is theroya.lbaw, %?gm. 2. 8.
'{'é })’6 ulfil the royal Law according to the Scripture, thou
Git -lave thy Neighbour 4s thy cﬁ!f, yedso well. 'The Bond
of PerfeCtion and Badge of hriftianity. By this our Lorc

@bferves, that his true Difciples may be diftinguifh’d from'|

vain Pretenders.  Joh. 13. 35. By this fhall all Men Mroh

e are my Difeiples, if ye have Love one to another.
4Qyeis the nobleft Image of the heavenly State ; There all
ngryDebates & unhappy Contentions are for cver banifhed :

2 | There
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'There the ftrongeft Affection, and the fweeteft Concord,
?cglfor g!vgt; triumph : What unfailing Vigour and unfading
or - o S
| Tl)\'e. Apoftle plainly points out ‘the vaft Importance of
this noble Grace,,in the Words immediately preceeding
our Text ; where he obferves, that the nobleft Attainments
‘of Knowledge and Eloquence, yea even of the Gift of
‘A rophefying, and miraculous Faith, without Charity or
Love, as the Word may” be well rendered, would be no
-Evidences of his being a true Chriftian.
*In difcourfing upon this important Subjeét, I fhall fpeak
-of the Nature, Kinds, Ingredients, and Effets of Charity ;
- and then proceed to the Improvement. - And
1. Charity may be more generally defcribed thus, viz.
 that jt is the Propenfion or Inclination of the Heart or Will
toward our Neighbour, | :
2 It may be thus diftingnifh’d, namely that it is either
carnal, natural, civil, or chriftian.
| (1) Carnal i§ that fordid, fhameful, and finful Paffion
| after forbidden Embraces, which fprings from lawlefs Luit. :
- T'his, without Repentance intervene,will plunge the Nocent
~in perpetual Ruin, This difhonours our Nature,reproaches
our Religion, and will damn our Souls. 1 Cor. 6. 9. Know
 ye not that the Unrighteous fball not inberit the Kingdom of Gady
WigH - | o
' (2) Natural, isa Regard which #fpeéts Children and
- Parents, which even the Beafts have fomething of ; for the
want ¢! which the Gentiles are reproved, Rom. 1. 3I.
- Without' . Tnderflanding, Covenant-breakers 5 without natyral
~ Affection, implacable, unmerciful, |
| ?) Civil, is that Affeétion which is only grounded upon
- ¢ivil Caufes ; when Men refpeét one another as Men, or
- as cloathed with civil Offices, or for Kindnefles received.
~ (4) Chriftian, is that whereby Chriftians are refpeéted
for their Chriftianity.
Itis the twy laft Kinds of Charity that I intend £ 4 f;
courfe upon.




Charity Recommended. 21

In the Defcription which Igave of Charity, 1 obferved,

that it was the Inclination of the Heart towards our Neigh-

bour : Now by Neighbouris to be underftood every Man

upon whom we can confer anyGood. Luk. 10.29,37. But|
bey, willing tc juflify himfelf, [aid unto Fefus, And whe is
my Neighbour £  And ke [aid, he that fbewee’ Mircy om him,

Then faid Fefus unto bim, Go, and do thou likewife.

- The Order of this Charity is fuch, that feeing God is
the primary and principal Obje&t of Love, he is thcrefore |
“the formal Reafon of that Charity which we owe to our
Neighbour. Next therefore after God we are to love our
Selves, with that Charity which refpects true Bleflednefs.

By loving God with a Love of Union, we immediately

~love our ielves, with that Charity which intends fpiritual |
Bleflednefs ; and others as it were fecondarily, whom we |

wauld have partake with us of that fupreme fgood. Now |

albeit none are to be excluded from our Charity, yet itis |

- not to be extendel in alike Degree to all. It is true indeed

~ felves ; and that with the fame Serioufnefs .and Sincerity ;
yet therc fhould be aDifference in the Meafure and Fruits of
our Charity, according to the Difference of Perfons, and

are to be loved above others. Gal. 6. 10. A5 we have

if fpiritual, principally in fpiritual Things.  The

Charity ; which I think are thefe four, viz. Efteem, De-
fire, lgelight, Sorrow.  And

1. Charity includes £/feem. A rational Affc&ion follows
Agr-efteeming or valuing any Perfon or Thing, for fome
tealior fuppofied Excellency or Good we conceive to be

i
H

|

in Regard of the (Guad, which we thould with to our
Neighbour, there is no Imparity ; becaufe we fhould defizs.
that the chief Go#d may be conferred on all, as upon our

Occafions ‘it is to be exercifed upon. Thofe that fear God

| therefore Opportunity, let us do Good unto all Men, efpecially
| wunto them who are of the Houbold of Faith, A peculiar |
Regard is due to our Relations, above Strangers ; and that |
~ in Proportion to theNearnefs of the Relation ; which thould |
manifeft it felf according to the Nature of the Relation:
If the Relation be corporal, principally in outward Things ; |

Third gerftral Heud, is to fpeak of the Ingredients of

inﬁ
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in them. That which hath ncither phyfical nor moral Good
init or annexed to it, cannot be the Objeét of Efteem ;
and that which we have no Efteem of, we can have no
Charity for. Now tho’ there be various Kinds & Degrees
of Excellency in our Fellow-Creatures, for which a pro-
portionable Refpeét is due from us; yet there is none but
‘who hatli fuch a Meafure of (3ood either natural or moral,
as deferves our Efteem. The very worft of Men have im-
‘mortal Souls, endowed with the noble Powers of Reafon and
‘Refleétion, by which they refemble the infinite Knowlege,
‘and {piritual Nature of the fupreme Being : for there is a
Spirit in Man, and the Infpiration of the Almighty~giveth
them Underflanding 5 as Job obferves, By this they are ca-
 pable, thro’ the Afliftance of divine (Srace, to know and
"enjoy God. They are alfo our Brethren by Nature, for
God hath m#e of onc Blood all Nations. Upon thefe
Accounts we ought to cfteem and value the very meaneft
of <he rational Creation, becaufe they are the Workman-
{hip of (God,and bear hisSimilitude : "I'here are alfo additional
Excellencies, to excite our Efteem for fome, in whofe Lives
~ fhine many moral Virtucs. Why theref@eé fhould we fetat
nought our Brethren !  And as to the People of God, they

claim our Charity upon other Accounts : By Regeneration:
- they are adorn’d with the moral Image of God ; by Adop-
- tion they arc admitted to the moft valuable Priviledges ;
~ hereby they become the Children of Gdd, and our Bre-
- thren by Grace, as well as Heirs of an inexpreflibly rich
- and everlafting Inheritance.  Should we then have a light
- Eftcem of any of thofe Sons of Gad, becaufe of accidental
- Differences ¢ Qno! What if fome have not {0 much
- matural Abilities or acquired Learning as fome others ?
~ yet the meaneft of them has Wifdom to Salvation ; and
- furely this is infinitely Dbetter than all the Knowlege of the
~ Warld, Oh ! the compaflionate Prophet of tlie Church of
God, makes the Simple to underftand Wifdom ; He caufes
the Heart of the rafh to underftand Judgment ! What if
‘they are poor in this World, this alfo flows from a Father’s
Love, and fhall be made by the Power of God to increafe
their fpiritual and eternal Riches @ Theiy moral Blcrfllliﬂi;‘j

| 101
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fhould excite our Pity & Compaflion. We are commanded |
to prefer others before our felves : and to this End we |
fhould be careful to obferve their Excellencies, while blind |
to our own.

2. Charity includes an unfeigned and earneft Defire,
after our Neighbour’s Good, temporal, fpiritual and eter-
nal. 'Thus the Apoftle ‘fobn defired the prefent Prof-

perity of his beloved Gaius, 3 Epift. 2 ver. Beloved, 1

wifh above all Things that thou mayf? profper and be iri Health,
eveni as thy Soul profpereth.  ‘Thus the Avollle Paul affectio- |
nately thirfted after the temporal and eternal Weal, of the

" Philippians and Hebrews, Phil. 1. 8,9, For God is myRecord, |
how greatly Ilong Z/‘ter you all, in the Bowels of Fefus Chrift. |

And this: I pray, t

at your Love may cbound yet more & more, '

in Knowledge, and in all ‘fudgment. See alfo Rom. 10. 1.

Brethren, my Heart’ s Defire and Prayer to God forlfrael is, that
they may be faved. Now, tho’ we thould with without Dif«
guife, that all the aforefaid Kinds of Good fhould be con

fer’d upon our Brethren, yet 1t ought to be with different |

i
i
1
%
!
é
|
j
|
i

Degrees of Intenfenefs, according to their different Degrees |

of Neceflity and Excellency. We fhould undoubtedly be

tender of their Characters and bodily Welfare ; yet we |

fhould with greater Vehemence defire for them more dura-
ble and valuable Enjoyments, namely thofe that are fpiritual
and eternal. 'The aforefaid Defire after our Brethren’s Be-
nefit, is by fome call’d a Love of Beievolence. o
"3. Charity includes a Delight or Satisfaltion in our

Neighbour’s Good, which by fome is call’d a Love of Com~
placence.  Joy and Complacence naturaily follow the Ful-
filment of our Defires, and that in Proportion to thefr De- |

grees of Intenfenefs. The charitable Perfon (in the gene-
ral Courfe of his Life) is fo far from envying hi% Neigh-

bour’s honourable Charaéter, fhining Gifts, profperous
Suacefles, and increafing Graces, that he is really pleas’d

therewith According to their different Degrees of Impor-

tance. As one Member - of the Body {enfibly feels the
Pleafure another more immediately enioys, and is therewith

delighted.  But the Converfion of Sinnsrs to the blefled
God and their progrefs in Goodnefs, is peculiarly pleafing
to




}:4. | - Charity Recmmnded’.m

to charitable and generous Souls ! O this makes them
lexult with joyous Triumphs, refembling the angelic Hofts ;
‘who alfo rejoyce upon the like Occafion | Luk. 15. 7, 10,
1 fay unto you,that likewife oy fhall be in Heaven over oneginmr
that repentethymore than over ninety & nine juft Per fons that need na
Repentance. Likewife I fay unto you,there is Joy in thePrefence o
 the Angels of Gody over ome Sinner that repenteth. Of this noble
‘Pemper was the blefled ApoftlePax/ : O how did theTho’ts of
 the Philippians Converfion, gladden his Heart with an en-
 during Pleafure loPhil. 1. 3,4,5. 1 thank my God upon every
- Remembrance of you, always in every Prayer of mine for
you all, making Requeft with Foy. |
- 4 Charity includes a Sorrow for our Neighbour’sMifery,
~ Which feme call a Love of Condolence. Now this Sorrow
" is in fome Meafure fuited or proportioned to the Kind of
' Miferies,’ we behold them labouring under, as well as to
“the Degrees of our Defire after their Welfare. It is the
 Duty, the Temper and Praice of charitable Perfons, not
only to rejoyce with thofe that rejoyce, but alfo to
- weep with thofe that weep, Rom. 12.15. Asone pained
- Member of the Body afflicts the reft, fo charitable Per-
- fons are paflionately affeCted with beholding others Mif-
fortunes. ‘The Sufferings of Perfons in their Names, Bo-
dies and Eftates, open the Springs of their Sorrow.  This
- was the Praétice of Fob, Chap. 30. 25. Did not I weep fer
 him that was inTrouble ? was not mySoul grieved for the Poor ¢
Of this Temper of Mind was ¢he Pfalmift alfo, and that
~ even towards his Enemies, -Pfal. 35. 12, 13, 14. They re-
. warded me Evil for Good, to the fgoz'ling of my Soul ; but as
 for ms, when they were fick, my cloathing was Sackcloth : I
humbled my Soul with Fafting.~~-I bebaved my [elf as tho’ he
" had been my Friend ; 1 bowed down beavily, as ohe that mourn-
" ath for bis Mother. Hereto we may add the noble Example
of the Apoftl. Pauls univerfal and unwearied Sympathy,
mentioned, 2 Cor. 11. 29. Who is weaky and I am not
v+ 2 who isoffended, and Iburnnot ¢ As well as that
of our Lord, Mat. 14. 14. where it is faid, And-Fefus went
forthy and (aw a great Multitude, and was moved with Com-

paffion towards them, and be healed their Sicks  The o{%‘imdl
ot
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W ord ﬁgmﬁes the tendercft and moft cganpafﬁonate Com-~
motion, even-in His very Bowels; upon their Acsount. - But
that which efpecially excites the faddeftSorrows of charitable
Perfons, is the Canfidleration of their Neighbour’s fpiritual
Miferies, and the Profpect of the eternal Pains, .thch are
like to follow upon them O ! “it-breaks their Hearts apd
makes their Bowels bleed, g0 behold " tiicir - povr Fellow-
Creatures in a State of W rath and Couiriciof Sin! Rivers
of Waters ran down the Pfalmift’s Eyes upon this Acdount,
Pfal. 119. 1360 He beheld, ‘T?a gmﬁr; and. was gm‘vea'
becaufe  they kept not God's . ord, Ver. 158.: T ¢
Apoftle Paul aflares us in the moﬁ fﬁl(zﬁm Mm, that
he had great Heavinefs and corinual Sotrow it his- H&a{t, |
~on. the. Accotint of his unhappy obftinate and: Unrateﬁl
| Countfymen, for whofe balvatioﬁhem/um be wiiling himiclf
“toveaccurfed from Chrift, if that eould fecure rt;“ﬂam..i
QX243 4 fay the Truth in Chrifty Flig nots my'cdaﬁ:m_ |
blaring me ) J:E_/} Inthe holy Ghoft,that I #Mw Hinvine[s and
continual Sorrow in my Heart 5 for I e ld wwﬁ thatmy ﬂ#‘
were accur)id from Chrift, for my Bﬂﬁéwrz;é g #ug'm acs
‘mm’mg to the Pleh.  'The Love Gf ouri 'R ectite Wis
vuch as to incline him to bea Man
with (31icf, that he might atorie’ fa’r {he i
'Peo@le and'in patticular how: zﬁz&%g m'e Mﬁ
of our Saviour’s comipaffionate Charivy, to" the 8o - |
‘ners, which we fitid “meéntioned, NMirt g Mawbm bki
bad looked round about with An er,”é‘eir yu’:‘/‘f ﬁf‘tﬂ'o Hard |
nefs of their Hearts, " he ﬁm/? stito W A my Rk fordh
 Whine Hand : And he firetched it wt{ i Ve Boml Wan re-
Jared wile as the other.  And-fuk. 9.4.1:  Andwhen e
was come near be behdld the Civfy utz wept oyndde) And
how" endearing is' the ‘Love - ef  the-blefled God: himfelf,
whofcMercies are faid to be above alb his LtherWorke ] The
Apofile Fames obfétves concernisig’dic bleffed: (Bod,i-that
he is very pitifal and of tunder Mercy, Famisi8. 14t
Tlany'e 3WWMJXV@¢ full of Bowels,' Hem:e we fead\of the
founding of his Bowels, and the turnin of bis Hurs, when
his People provoke him to inflict Judgments, Ifai. 63. '15
lem ti thy Zeal, and Iby Strewgfb, the feunding Ef ;
wels |
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Bowels and of thyMercies towards me ? Hof.11.8. Mine Heart
35 turned within me,&¢c. And hence inlmitation of the Cha-
'rity of the great God, we are bid to be merciful, as our
heavenlyFather is merciful ; and to put on Bowels of Mercy,
‘and to be tender hearted. Eph. 4. 32. And be ye kind one

10 another, tender hearted, forgiving ome anothery even as God

]

for Chriff's fake hath forgiven. you.

I proceed to the - ’

" Fourth General Head, which was to difcourfe of the
1. Charity inclines to kind candid and favourable Sen-
timents of our Neighbour’s Perfon and A&ions, fo far as
their Nature and Circumftances can in Reafon admit.
It thinketh no Evil ; but on the contrary, hopeth all Things,
- and believeth all Things that are Good : It banifhes all ill-
- natur’d Infinuations of our Neighbour’s Speeches, Aétions,
- and Defigns ;- and puts the faireft and moft favourable
Senfe.upost. them that can confift with Reafon : inftead of
' expofing: 25d aggravating real Weaknefles, without urgent
Neceflity 4 it raéher hides and extenuates them, and rea-
 dily. offers ‘any Excufe or Apology that ¢an be thought per-

tinent to that generous.and truly noble Purpofe. O how
- generoud and precious is ‘this Effect | and bow f{ubfervient
- to the Peace, Weal and Comfort of Society ! But Lord,
- how “coritrary is the Practice of a great Part of this ill-
" matur'd and "unhappy World, who can hardly invent any
* Thing eruel enough (to their Mind) under the Umbrageof
“their Neighbours real or fuppofed Mifcarriages, to blacken
~and suin their Reputation. |
. 2. Charity inclines to Mildnefs, Candor and Courtefy in

Speech and Behaviour. It behaveth not itfellf;:ﬂﬁqmly'; as
 the Apoftie obiferves in this Chapter : ¢ It’s Language is not -
~erisel and clownith, byt ¢andid and courteous.” And there-
" “fore, 28 the fame Apoftie obferves, it is not eafily proveked,
- -but [u long, and endureth all Things : It inclines us to
pofiets our. Souls in Patience under injurious Treatment,
and: to reftrain and bury our angry Refentments, Hence
weate inform'd, that many Waters vammot quenchLave, n;{} t/:;
_ bods
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Floods drown it, Cant. 8. 7. §And hence we are éntrcateg!,
Eph. 4. 3. to walk with all Lowlinefs and Meeknefs, with

Long ‘ﬁ" ering f”" bearing one another in Love.
-3 Cg::rity makes it’s Poffeffor ready upon all Occafions,

to do his Neighbour Good. Hence we are commanded, not
~ to bve in Word and Tongue (only) but in Deed and Truth.
Therefore the Apoftle obferves in the 6th Verfe of this Chap-

“ter, that Charity if kind ; and truly fo it is, to the Souls and

-Bodies of Men. And -

(1) The charitable Perfon labours to do Good to his
Neighbour’s Soul,’morally, by propofing of Good to be
itagle Magives and Directions, |

y which he may be brought to it, either by teaching if heis |
ignorant, or comforting if affliCted, or by Reafoning and |
Reproof if he errs in Principle or Pra&ice, br by examin- |

gerformed by him with fu

ing if he is ignorant of his fpiritual State, .or by exhortin

if he is flothful in doing Good, and efpecially by a good |

Example exciting to do the like,

" (2) The charitable Perfon endeavours ‘to; do Good to

his Neighbotir's Body, phyfically, by fuch A of Kindnefs |

and Beneficence, as have 4 Tendency thereto. Heb.13.16.
T2 do Good and cammunicah;“ﬁrget not, for with fuch Sacrifices
God is well pleafed. ¢ 'The charitable Perfon is liberal in
¢ his Kindncfs, as the Sun of his Light and Influence ; and
¢ when his outward Ability fails, it is more than made up b{;
¢ the generous Sentiments and Wifhes of his Soul, as we

¢ as Endeavours of his Life,tn prefling others to Beneficence. |
True Charity gill incline us to loofe the Bands Wickednefs,
undo the heavy Burdens, and let the oppreffed go free 3 to
~ draw out~our Soul to the bungry, and fatisfy the affiiéted Soul,

Ifai. 58. 6, 10.

Here let me mention for lluftration-fuke a few: Exam-»

‘ples. - And

(1) That of fb is memorable, Chap. 29. 11,=--17. '
{2)That of our Saviour who went about doing Good to the
Souls and Bodics of Men. He inftru&ed the ignorant, com-
forted the forrowful, healed the difeafed, and fed the hun-
gy 5,and that fometimes at the Expence of Miracles.

Kpoﬁles alfo cndeavour(g to fuccour Mcn under oui:;-1
2 ward

he

ey
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ward Miferies ; which appeags by the ColleCtion for the
poor Saints at Jerufalem, whith they forwarded : .But their
- Charity was efpecially fixed upon Men’s precious Souls ; in
- which Refpeéls tho’ they themfelves were poor in Tempo-
~ rals, yet they made many rich in Spirituals, by their ur-
- wearied Labours. | |
4. Charity prefers the publick CGrood to a private Intereft.
- Hence the.Apoftle; obferves in the 5th Verfe of thisChapter,
~ that Charity fecks not ber own Things. 1. e. neither only nor
- principally., ¢ Charity enlarges and ennobles the Mind of
¢« Man, and reduces the whole World within the Compafs
- ¢ of its Care, in Compparifon of which any Perfon’s private
- ¢ Intereft is as ineoni)deiable, as one Man compared with
- ¢ the wholeWorld. And as it is fo in it felf,thus it is alfo in
- ¢ the Eftcemof ‘the truly charitable Perfon, whofe noble
. ¢ Soul is fublimated by generous Love, above the fordid
- ¢ Sphere of felfith Confiderations, to defire and feek with
- ¢ Sincerity, fo far as he hath Opportunity, and Capacity,
~ ¢ the Good of his whole Species’. And this indeed is
' no more than what the-great (God requires. of us, 1 Cor.
 10. 24. Let no Man [eek his own : but every Mar
~ another’s Wealth, And’Phil. 2. 4. Look not every Man on bis
own Things, but every Man alfo on the Things of others. And
efpecially the publick and valuable Interefts of the Church of
~ God are very dear to charjtable Perfons. The Pfalmift
- exprefles his Concern that w ay, tothe following Effect ;
I 1forget thee O Ferufalem, let my vight Hand forget her
 Qunning, if Ferufalon be not my chief goy.
~An order to promote our Neighbours 7008, Charity in-
- clines to Self-denial andCondefcenfion. . To compafs the {pi-
- ritual and eternal Good of Mankind, the charitable
~ Apoftles freely laid down their Honours and Interefts, their
- Liberties and Lives : They pafs’d thro’ Difhonour and evil
Report, being generally accounted the Filth.of. the World,
- and the Off-fcouring of all Things ; they were ftrip’d of
all the Eafe and Emoluments of human Life ; expofed to
Hunger and Nakednefs, Scourging, Bonds and Imprifon-
ments ; and in the mean Time cover’d with a Cloud of
Reproach and Ignominy ; in Perils, Travels, Labofrs and
: Watchings,




I —_
Charity Recommendes- Y

Watchings, often ; and at Jlalt expofed:to cruel Deathei
And yet all this they couragioufly undertook, and patiently
endured, in order to fpread the Redeemer’s Gufpel,and fave |
the Souls of Men from eternal Ruin.. Itis juftly obferved '
concerning them, even under their many Troubles, that
tho’ they were forrowing, yet they were always rejoycingy
and tho’ they were poor, yet they made many rich, : The
Apoftle Paul fhews the Greatnefs of his Condelcenfion in the
following Places of Scripture, 1 Cor. 9. 19. For the* 1 be
free from all Men, yet have I made my [elf Seryamt unta
, all, that 1 might gain the more. To the fame noble Pur-
pofe he further obfcrves in the fame Chapter, That # ths |
Jews he became a Jew 5 and to thofe that were without Lew, |
. aswithout Lew. And in the lait Verfe of the aforéfaid |
Chapter, he fays, Even qs I pleafs all. Men in all. Things;
mot [eeking mine own Profit, but the Profit ‘gf many, that they
may be faved. And this the Apoftle prefcribagas a Rule to |
others, Rom. 15. 1,2. W then that are fireng ought to beas
the Infirmities of the Weak, and not to pleafe owr-felyes, . Let
~ every one of us pleafe hisNeighbour for hisGood to Edifieatiops-+
- 5. Charity inclines thofe that poffefs it to Huymilitys
Hence it’s faid in the 4th Verfe of this Chapter, that Gherity
vaunteth not stfelf, is not puff’d up. No ! it’s {o far from
this, that charitable Perfons are willing to do. the meaneft |
Offices, that may ferve the Interefts of their Friends. |
Charity inclines the greateft Souls and nobleft Beings, freely |
to ferve their Inferiours. It was this that inclined .the |
Apoftles to becomes the Slaves of Men, as it were, ifi- order |
to fecure their ewerlafting Interefts. It is this that inclines
the holyAngels, thofe Principalities and Powers, to miniftes -
to the Saints of God, in this Wildernefs, that they may
guide and guard them to Glory. ’Twas this that inclin’d .
the innocent honourable and eternal Son of - God, to
~leave his Father’s Bofom, and ftoop as low as Earth, by
uniting it to his Deity ; hereby his divine Glory was fora
‘Fime obfcured, and the Son of God aflum’d the Form of a |
Servant, was made a Man of Sorrows ang acquainted with
Grief ; hereby he who was rich in all his Father’s effentidl |
Excellencies, became poor, that we thro’ his Poverty mighe
B
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be rich. *Twas Charity inclin’d him to wath his Difciples
Feet for our Example ; and to lay down his precious Li!{:’ to
purchife their Salvatidn, It’s Charity that inclines the
great God himfelf, who inhabiteth Eternity, to dwell in
the humble Heart, (7/ai. 57.15.) to humble himfelf to
behold the Things that are done in Heaven aiid Earth ; 't
take fuch gracious and continual Care in preferving of, pro-
viding for, and bearing with, fuch mean Duft as we ! |
~ Why therefore having fuch noble Examples, fhould we
not ferve one another by Love ! (Gal. §. 13.) and conde-
fcend to Men of low Degree, in performing ‘the humbleft
Oﬁccsg shat may ferve their Intereft, or fupply their Ne-
Hence we may learn, 1. The Excellency of the Chriftian
‘Religion 4 the Scope of ‘which is to inculcate that Virtue of
Charity, which is as confonant to the moral Perfe@ions of
the divine Nature, as it is conducive to promote the Good
of Society. ~ ' o
- 2. Seeing Charity is the great Character of true Chriftia-
nity, without which we can have no reafonable Claim
thereto, ‘1 Joh. 3. 14,15. He that hateth his Brother is a
Murderer-—-. And Ver. 17. But whofo hath this Worlds
Goods, qnd feeth his Brother have. Nevd, and fhutteth up his
Bowels Zf Compalfion from bim ; how dwelleth the Love of
Godinhim # 1 Joh. 4. 20. If a Man fay, [ lrve God, and
bateth his Brother, be is a Lyar--- : We fhould be therefore
invited to éxamine our felves, whether we have the aforcfaid
Ingredients and Effects of Love, viz. fuch Efteem, Defire,
Delight, Sorrow ; fuch favourable Sentfnents of Mind,
Courtefy in Speech and Carriage, Beneficence and Kindnefs
in Action ; a preferring of the publick Good to our pri-
vate Interefts, Self-Denial and Condefcention in promoting
it ; and Humility. ‘To thefe, for a further Difcovery of
our State, I {hall add a few more Charafers of Chriftian
Charity, by which let us try our felves. * And ¢
I. True Charity to Man fprings from the Love of God,
and is exercifed with a Regard to his commandingAutherity.
Love to God, where it is fpecial and tranfcendent, will ne
ceflasily conftrain us to love our Brethren, If
;o 2




O{?ﬂ"l't)’ Recemmended. ‘ 2

2. It efpecially cyes the moral Image of God in Man, and |
is proportiontd to the Degrees it perceives thereof ¢ @ |
in them. Tho’ the charitable Perfon loves the wheiv |
rational Creation with a Love of Benevolence, and s |
Occafion ferves with a Love of Beneficence ; ye: he alfo -
refpects pious Souls with a Love of fpecial Complacence.’
Thefe are the cxcellentOnes of the Earth, in whom'is all his
Delight : and as he loves all that are truly Good, whatever
Denomination they bear, peculiarly and ﬁncefe‘% s fo
according to the Degrees of their Goodnefs, is his Eftiem
and Love increafed. o NN

L 3

3+ Truc Charity will not only difpofe to ds our Neigh-
bour Good in Temporals and Spirituals, but alfo to'bear |
- with hisWeakneffes,~---Thofe who can juftlyapply o 'them- |
felves thefe Signs of Chriftian Charity, may ge _comforted
in this, that theit Love is an Evidence of their gracious
State, and Communion with the divine Mujefty. 1 Joh. |
2. 10. He that loveth his Brother, abideth in the Light,-=--
* And Chap. 4. 16. God is Love ; and he that dwellth in
Love, dwelleth in God. In’ the mean Time, it ought.to |
be obferved, that we have no fufficient Reafonto think
Perfons to be fpiritually Good, unlefs they be found in |
the main doétrinal Principles of Religion :  for ‘furely |
Truthis the Foundation of real Holinefs, without which |
all Appearances of Piety, how great foever, may be rea- |
fonably fufpeted. But alas, is there not Rédfon to lament |
it, if it were poffible with Tears of Blood, that the very |
| contrary to what has been now exprefs’d, tao gunerally
' Pffﬂ\gilz among fomé, who profefs the fame bleffed Ttuths |
Oof 0d. ’ |

iﬁ w’, W, e aaiin it

I proceed to a Ufe of EXHORTATION, .~ .
QO let us all be intreated to feek after the Truth, In~
creafe, and Exercife of this noble Grace of Love and |
Charity, in it’s whole Extent and utmoft Latitude ; and that |
for the following Confiderations. e
1. Becaufe this Commandment we have fram God, |
that he who loveth him, fhould lové his Brother alfp, 1 Joh.
4. 21, Should not this have fome Infl:rence upon us, who
arc his Creatures ; who have deriv’d .ur Beings srom his

nighty 4
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Ig‘mféhfy Power, and all our Bleﬁing from his gracious
rovidence, and whofe Lives and Happinefs dupend on
BisFavour |

. 2. Such is the Excellency of Charity, that it is the
:very 'Suaix?a;ld Fulfilment of the Law of God, the very
‘Soud and'Spring of all the Dutics we owe to our Neighbour.
'So that not one of them can be genuine and acceptable,
unlefs it proceed from Charity. Gal. 5. 14. For all the Law
Ey Sulfilled in one Word, eyen in this, Thou fhalt love thy Neigh-
‘bour as thy” felf. ¢ Charity (faith a learned Writer) gives
¢ Worth Form and Lifc to all Vertues ; fo that without it
¢ x;pé. lon is valuable in it felf, or acceptable to God.
¥ Sevep it from Courage, and what is that but the Boldnefs
% and Flefcencfs of a Beaft ! from Mccknefs, and what is
% that pug the Softnefs of a Womin, or Weaknefs of a-
'« Child ?" from Courtefy, and what is that but AffeGtation
¢ or Artifice ¥ from Juftice, and what is that, but Humour

R CHPchnyer Wifdém, and what is that but Craft
¢ and Subtilty ? what meaneth Faith without it, butdry
' ¢ Opinion- * what Hope, but blind Prefumption ? what
¢ AF © but "ambitious Oftentation ?  what under-

] gom§; artyrdom, but Stiffncfs and Sturdinefs of Refolu-

) . < e 3 N T i ' .
S tiop ! ,hafxs Devotien, but glofling and mocking with

¢ God-f. What is any Pra&ice, how fpecious Jfoever, in
- 5 Appearance, -or materially Good, but an Iffue of Self-
¢ cougeity ;pr’Sélf-Will,;‘ of fervile Fear, or mercenary De-

¢ fign”} " Thus farhe. - - But
L 3y Chanity. is of fuch abfolute Neceflity, that without
- 1t we muft expeét to ‘perifh to all Eternity. 1 Feh. 3. 15

_ 4+ Charity is jutt and jeafonable ; as may appear by the
followisg Particurs, R
. (1) "Fihere is fome Propenfity to it arifing from the very -

ffxagne, of our N&turg i, which appears from the Power that
Tragediés hive over dur fofter Paffions ! Our Grief is
fomewhat mov’d whether we will or not, when we hear
of aw{u}ﬁgéfdents, that have befallen others, in which we
our felves, are not at all . concerti’d ; and much more when
we bebold them conflisting with uncommon Calamities!
~ Andno doibt tlie x’iaturach%irc we have afterSocicty,is partly
owing
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owing to a Difpofition, that is in 2ll Mankind, to commu. |
nicate Good to others. Hence arifeth a Complacency of
Mind upon our doing of Goud to uthers, and an Uneafinefs |
from the contrary. The Apoftle confirms what has been |
obferv’d under this Head, Rom. 12. 10. Be kindly affectioned
(@\ésopyes) which fuppofcth that there is a natural Affection
in Men, which it is our Duty to exercife and increafe.
(2) Ever}')one is inclin’d to defire and expcct Love from
others, asa Debt due to them ; and if it is not paid, they
ae apt to be offended. When we ate under Reproach,
Mifery and Want, we take it hard if Sympathy & Succour
is refus’d.  This thews plainly that according to our ewn
Judgment,we owe the like to others in Extremity : for itis |
an unjuftifiable Weaknefs to expeét or defire for our felves, |
‘what we deny to others, who have as good a Right to
Kindnefs as we. And this our blefled Lord himfelf con-
firms by that golden Rule of Love, which he has given
for our Direction, Mat. 7. 12. Thereforc all Things what-
Joever ye wvould that Men fhould do to you, do ye even fo to
them 5 for this is the Law and the Prophets. Than which
nothing can be more equal and rational. o ;
(3) ¢ All Men are Brethren and Reprefentatives, Parta-
¢ kers of the fame Nature, Paoflefiors of the fame Powers
and Faculties, liable to the fame Accidents, and fubject |
to the fame Laws. And is it not reafonable to fhev- |
Kindnefs to our Brethren, and to regard our ownPi€tures ? |
and on the contrary moft unnatpral and cruel to wrong
either ! But if we are true Chriftians, there are additional
Engagements upon us to exercife Charity to the People
of God, feeing they are with us Children of one Father,
Pofleflors of the fame divine Nature, Pilgrims to the fame
Paradife, and Heirs to the fame Inheritance, and thersby
our Bretiwen in the nobleft Senfe. o
(4) Charity is an eafy Duty, confifting chiefly in Good- -
Will. ¢ Whence the pooreft Beggar is as able to perform
¢ it as the mightiet Monarch : Tho’ his Hand be not fo
¢ full of Aln.;, his Heart may beas full of Love’. This"
1s what God principally Refpects, and what he will accept -
of when there is no Ability to fhew other Succour.
P ¢ "Twas
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¢ *Twas on this Account the Widow’s Mites were fo
¢ highly valued. and honourably mention’d in facred Writ,
¢ T.ove made them far outweigh all the golden Donations of
¢ the great, rich and honourable’.  And we are affur’d b
the true and faithful Witnefs, thateven a Cup of cold Water
flowing from this noble Principle, will not be buried in
Oblivion, or mifs a gracious Reward. Mat. ro. 42. And
whofoever fhall give to drink unto one of tbe/}.' little Ones a Cup
of cold Water anly, in the Name of aDifciple, Verily I fay unta
youy be fhall in no wife lofe his Reward,  And indeed Cha-
rity is the fureft and eafieft Way of performing all thofe
‘Duties we pwe to our Fellow-Creatures. ¢ If we would
¢ haften through the Circle of Duty, let us Love, and all
¢ isdone: - Do we want to ferve God with Delight and
¢ Conftancy, then let us Love. For that is the only en-
during Source of voluntary, fpiritual and fteady Obed:-
‘ence, other Mctives are mean and mercenary, and do
‘but produce an unwilling ignoble and inftable Service.
Effects muft needs vary with their Caufe : Now cxternal
(flavith and mercenary Motives to religious Action, are as
‘inconftant as the Wind ; and therefore nothing that is fta-
ble can be expetted from them. Do we want to be pre-
pared for Suffering? O then let us Love, and we fhall
be willing to endure any Thing for Chrift ; for manyWV aters
“cannot quench Love. Do we want to make Progrefs in Holi-
‘nefs? O ! then let us Love. That is the Sum of the
Law, and Bond of Perfe@ion. -
~ (5) Charity is pleaﬁrgto God, notonly in that it con-
forms us to his moral Excellency, but alfo becaufe it isan
Expreflion of our Love to him, when for his Sake we fhew
- Kindnefs to his Friends and Servants ; and this he informs
- us he accepts of as done to himfelf, Mat. 25. 34,40.---
- Come ye ble{ed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for-
you from the Foundation of the World. — And the King fball
"an/z{er and [y unta-them, Verily I [ay unto yous in .as much
as ye have done it 10 one of the leaf? of thefe myBrethren, ye have
done. it unto me. And certainly the contrary Practice is

a flighting of Chrift. - R
. gheing | - . 6. Charity
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- 6. Chanty ennobles and perfedts our Nature 5 ¢ adorns!
¢« and beautifics our Souls, it inlarges the Mind of Man,|
¢ and fills it with great and generous Projects, worthy of
¢ its Dignity and Defign of bemg 5 it grafps the whole|
¢ Univerfe in its kind Embraces, and aims at 2 univerfal
¢ and immortal Good’.

Charity likens us to the nobleft Creatures the Angels of
God, thofe glorious Nobles of the Court of Heaven, who
with inceffant Delight labour to promote vur Good, and,
that without any Ho es of Recompence from us ; yca,
Charity likens thofe thaf are poffefled of it to the glorious
(GGod himfelf, who is the great Original of all Good and:
Excellency ; who tho’ he be infinite in Purity and Self-!
Sufﬁcxency, and fo uncapable to receive any Benefit fromE
his Creatures, who are unworthy of his Notice, and whofe
Goodnefs extends not to him ; does notwithftanding freely
vouchfafe innumerable and unwearied Benefits upon them, |
and bear with their Affronts and Offences. ¢ What is’
Charity but (Goodnefs extending its kind Influence to pro-
per Objects without low and fneaking Defigns ? Such is|
its amiable and venecrable Majeﬁy, that it can’t be
“beheld without Admiration. Wit, Power and Grandeur,
-wijthout this are mean and ignoble, and what fordid!
Creatures, namely P agans, Turks, and Devils poflefs.
- On the contrary, Uncharitablenefs debafes, degrades,
and defiles the noble Soul of Man, by making Self the!
Center of all his Purfuits ; the Compafs of all his Cares and
Proje&s is meanly contra&ted to that pitiful Point : the!
whole Bufinefs of his Soul is to make Provifions for his!
Body, for this he adts like the crafty Fox, or cruel Wolt,
uﬁnc‘r ‘either Fraud or Force to catch his Prey.  Again,

Chanty is exceeding advantageous, in as muchas it pre
vents Strife and Contentlon which flow from the contrary
Difpofition : and are not Peace and Quiet defirable Things ?
It alfo hath a natural Tendency to procure Friendfhip.:
Love is a Kind of Loadftone, which draws Perfons by ai
gentle Violence to love us again ; for who can withftand
the Charms of a generous Charity, that have the leafl
Remains of Humanity left in them ¢ Again,

P2 Charity
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| . Charity will fiweeten every State of Life, and make them
fafe and profitable : It will incline us to anfwer the Defign
“of Profperity by fuccouring the Indigent, and yield Plea-
fure in fo doing ; but temper’d with a View of our
- Neighbour’s Calamity. It alfo helps in Adverfity, not only
" by the Sweets of the divine Prefence, and inclining us to
{ubmit to his fovercign Will, but by a Complacency in
~others Succeffes.  But Uncharitablenefs is the very Re-
- verfe. -
- ¢ Charity is indced a fure, cafy and fafe Way, to the
¢ Pofleflion of all good Things’. 2 Cor. 6. 10. As for-
- rowful, yot dlways rejoycing 5 as poor, yet making many rich ;
as having nothing, and yet poffeffing all Things. Does not
- your Neighbour’s Wealth enrich you, if you feel Content
- in his poflefling it 5 and his Honour advance you,  if you
- feel a Complacence in it ?  Neither is this Property only
- imaginary, but real ; for how is Property in Thingsother-
. wife confiderable, but for the Content it brings? Again,
. Charity freces our Souls from thofe gloomy Paflions of
Anger and Revenge, which eclipfe their Beauty, and
| difturb their Peace, and fettles the Mind in a %r{ene
- Calm, and- keeps the lower Paffions in a pleafing Har-
- mony. Gal. 5. 22. The Fruit of the Spirst is Love, Joy,
Peace,  If therefore we love our Selves, we muft love
- others, and do them Good. By €omplacency we partake
- of their Pleafures and Profits, whether they will- or not ;
 and by our Courtefy and Kindnefs, they will be inclin’d,
. unlefs they be Monfters of Ingratitude, to help us in Ex-
- tremity ; and to live in Peace andAmity with us.  Further-
more, our Kindnefs to them is like to engage their Prayers
in our Favour ; which if they are pious, are of great Im-
portance ; for the fervent Prayers of the Righteous avail
much. If the Curfes and Complaints of the opprefled do
reach the Ears of God, Jam. 5. 4. Bebold the Hire of the
Labourers, which have reaped down your Fields, which is of
you kept back by Fraud, crieth ; and the Cries of them which
have reaped, are enter’d into the Ears of the Lord of Sabaoth,
and pull down Vengeance upcn Oppreflors :  Ho'v much
more will the Interceflions of the pious Peor, pierce the
' Heavns,
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Heavens, and bring down Bleflings on the Charitable ? |
But were no fuch profitable Fruits following upon the |
Ex ccife of Charity, it’s indeed eligible for it’s own fake :
for it carries a Reward, a Heaven in it’s Bofom, even that%
Calm which in fome Meafure conftitutes the Happinefs of
the glorified Saints and Angels, and even of God himfelf ! |
O then, let us endcavour to obtain and increafe this'
noble Grace ! Tothis End, let us ferioufly confider the
Advantages that follow upon it, and the Difadvantages
which attend the Neglect thereof. Let us therefore ex-
ercife Love to God and Chrift, and earneftly beg this
Grace of Loveso our Brethren, and endeavour after it as
far as we can. g
~ But my very dear Brethren! Do not imagine that 1|
have been by this Difcourfe, inciting you to an unreafo-
nable Charity ; i.e. to look upon Perfons to be truly
gracious, when they are unfound in the main Principles
of Religion; and {fo to refpe&t them as fuch, becaufe of
their fairShew in theFlefh | No! no ! This would proveagreat
Snare to your Souls: For when theAffections are inflamed, |
- the Judgment is apt to be fecretly byaffed in Favour of
the Objects of our Love. Tho’ Charity hopes all Things, |
yet it is not ftone-blind: We muft examine well Men’s |
Principles, before v give a loofe to our religious Paffions !
towards them. To be fufpicious when we have Reafon for |
it, isa godly Jealoufy, and very neceflary for our own Se- |
curity ; efpecially in thefe perilous Times in which we
live.  The Charity I have been inciting to, is fuch as con-
- fifts with our Regard to Truth, and to our own Preferva-
tion. [Itis a common faying, and a very juftone, That
Charity fhould begin at Home. Love to our felves is '
made by our Lord, the Rule of our Love to ourNeighbour.

I conclude with the Exhortation of Paul, to the Ephe-
fians, (Eph.5.1,2.) Be ye therefore Followers of God as dear |
Children, andwalk in Love, as Chrift alfo hath loved us, and’
‘hath given himfelf for us, an Offering and a Sacrifice to God, |
Jor a fweet-fmelling Savour. | ¥

THE E N D.




A

SERMON
By Ab}mbam Hellenéroek.g

Sometime Minifter of the Gofpel.

e i 3 T TR ML s 5180 500

at -Rogterdam.

From CayticrLes Chap. II. Ver. 15,
Take us the Foxes, the little Foxes that [poil the Vines : |
for our Vines bave tender Grapes. |

R —

- Beipg one of that Rev. Author’s priuted Difcourfes
| onthe SONG of SOLOMON.

e e o i, Ao e . it 5 e O —

Publithed at Rosterdam, Anno s 7 1 7. -

e |

Tranflatey from the Dutch.
BOSTON: N E.

Printed and Sold by S. KNEELAND and T. GREEN, in
Queen-ftreet. 1 7 4 2.




(1)

PR

CANT. Chap. II. Ver, 13.

Take us the Foxes, the little Ioxes, tihat [poil ibe Vines,
Jor our Uines bave tender Grapes.

e D T is not enough, for one to bring Things
N&ll® into a good State, or Condition at firft,
P but we fhould alfo endeavour afterwards
carefully topreferve them therein : Leta
Mau in temporal Matters, or civil Affairs,
ereCt cver fuch famous Edifices, plant
ever fuch fine Grardens, and make other
‘Things of curtous Workmanthip, which
with much Art, and great Pains are brofight to admi:sble
Perfection, we fhall obferve, that the'“fteem, that was enter-
tained of the Projector’s Wifdom and Contrivance, wiji be
- much leffened, when thefe Things are prefently negleéted,
and no more Care or Pains are taken hy him to preferve them,
againft thofe Things that might annoy or fpoil them. ~ How-
beit God the allwife Architeét of the Univerfe takes no lefs
Carc to maintain, and preferve the Works of his Hands,
than he did in their firft Formation : of which he gives us daily
Inftances, by his watchful und providential Care, over the
Works of Nature, and inhis Church he gives usno lefs Proofs
of this ; if ever he brings his Church into a flourifbing State,
Q | and
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and makes her appear like a uclightful Garden, he takes Care
atnl gives Orders concerning every Thing, that might caufc
her I%t:al. ty to fade, or rol; her of her Ornaments - Which
makes the Prophet [/'am/) to fpeak of the Church asa Vine-
yard on a fruitful Hill, and planted with the choiceft Vine.
It is very remarkable that the firft T} hing here mentioned of
ity 15, .dud be fencedit, Ifai. 5. 1. 2. and to what End the
fame was thus fenced appears from the gthVerfe,becaufe that
Vineyard fo beautifully planted might not go to dccay or be
trodden under Foot, caten up or defhuy’d by wild Beafts.
Thus God takes Care to turn out of his Church whatever may
prove pernicious or hurtfuly as well as to cherifh and preferve
whatever may perfect and beautify her Form.  "This appears
very emphatically in the Words of the Text: The Bride-
groom was before bufy, in inviting his Bride, as it were into
the Country, in order to let her participate of all thofe Plea-
fures and Delights, which the Seafon afforded ; for it was
t8ld her before, that every Thing had a goodly Appearance,
and had put on a beautiful Form, and that cvery Thing now
was flourifhing and adorned with all the. Beauties, and Per-
* fections of the S pring-Seafon, fhadowing forth the fpiritual
State of the Church in a high Degree of Perfeion ; 5 in all
Refpets like a beautiful Paradife of Delight and Happinefs.
But behold the Lord Jefus in the Words of the Text, is bufy
and full of Care, that this beautiful Form and Appearance of
Things in his Vineyard fhould not be marr’d or hurt, but
that great Dxlmenic fhould be ufed to have them preferved,
and therefore he™commands his Servants, to take thefe
deftruétive Foxes, and efpecially the young or little Foxes
( which according to the Account that Naturalifts give us
of them, are propagated in the Spring, and if not catched,
greatly multiply, and prove very pernicious ) that they might
not hurt, or deftroy the Beauties of this Vineyard, as before
deferibed 3 and at me fame T'ime, that the Bride mxght not
be frightned, and difturbed in her {weet Communion and
l‘c]lm\ﬂnp with the Bridegroom, and that what was plea-
fant and delightful in this Vineyard, might not be Jeflened
by the {pmlmfr of the Vines, and the Deftruion of the

tender Grapes, Thus the W ords i inmore than once Refpect
have
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have a fweet ConneCion with what went before.  Take us
the Foxesy the little Foxcs, that fpoil the Vines, for our Vines'
bave tender Grapes, - |
The Text thien contains a tender Care which the Lowd |
Jefus has fer his Church, and more efpecially for fuch
Members of it, as are ihe weakeft, that they may not by
wicked and pernicious Inftruments, lofe their Comelinafs,
but that they fhould be duly watched over,and taken Care of.
Two Heads of Doétrine do naturally flow from thefe
Words. :

Firfty A Command, Take us the Foxes, the little Foxesy,
that [poil the Vines. -

Secondly, An  Argument, For our Vines have tendu
Grapes. . |

Who it is that {peaks here is fomewhat obfcure, butas
to the Matter fpoken of, there is but little Difficulty.  Some |
are of Opinion, that the Bride {peaks to the Bridegroom,
and at the fame time to his Bridemen and Fellows, confi-
dgred together 5 or together with the Father and the Holy -
Ghoft 5 which fhould be brought in and included by the |
Word (us--) But'the moft take them to be the Words of the |
Bridegroom, and I'fce no Reafon-to diffent from them. |
It is not unlikelv that what contains a Narrative of her |
Beloved’s Anfwer as fwoken by her, ends at the 13th Verle, !
and that the, Bridegroom begins his Specch to her at the |
14th Verfe, and {o is continued in this : And if it be taken |
that the 14th Verfe fhould belong to faid Narrative, or |
Chrift’s Call upon his Spoufe, as fhe relates it, yet this |
15th Verfe may properly be conneéted withit; and then
it will ftill appear to be the Words of the Bridegroom,

“related or fpoken by the Bride ; and tho’ {he ends her Nar-
rative at the r4th Verfe, yet he may very properly be

taken and underflood to fpeak here, for thefe following
Reafons. Firft, To relieve the Bride from new Fears, or
Doubts, by giving Command to his Servants, in her Pre-
lence, to take the Foxes, which might appear frightful, and |
offenfive, that fo fhe might wichout any Scruple,or Doubt,
follow him towards the Country. 24ly, Becaufe the Matter
which is here piven inCharge, is peeuliar to that tender (.:ilrc,i,
Q_ 2 vhich
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~which the Lord Jefus exercifes towards his Church,
3dly, Becaufe he has the greateft Prerogative, over thofe
to whom this Charge or Command is given. 4tbly, As
-he is the Lord of the Vineyard, he can do it with Autho-
rity : and therefore moft eminently belongs to him. g5/.This
further appears, becaufe the Word ( #s) moft certainly
ineludes him, and it is more fitting, that he fhould give
Orders, than the Bride. -

The Evil which the Bridegroom is here concerncd
about, he exprefles by the Name of Foxes, little Foxes,
that [poil the Vines : The original Word is never otherwife
tranflated by our Interpreters than by the Word Fox or
Foxes, fudges 15. 4. Neb. 4 3. Pfal. 63. 11. Lam. 3.
18. Lzek. 13, 4. From what this Word hath arifen, is
very difficult to know : the learned Bochart obferves, that
by the Chaldeans, the Syriams, and the Arabians, a Cough
}s exprefled by a Word, that agrees with this; and hence
he coneludes that the Foxes derive their Name, becaufe it
is peculiar to them to cough; or becaufc their Barkimg
refembles a harfh or horrfeCough. He lays the whole ftrefs
of his Opinion,in this Refpeét, upon a French Proverb, and
on a certain Author, that has made fome Remarks upon it,
and inafmuch as in the fame Remarks, it is faid, that the
Foxes are poflefled with a great internal Heat of Body ( and
Tadd, that they are exceeding Greedy, and ef a rapacious
Swiftnefs ) I'might with as much Ground of Probability,
fuppofe, the Word to be derived from an Arabian Word,
fignifying in that Language ( burning ) --- However 1 leave
that Matter as it is. |

It isa Creature that was known, and very common in the
Land of Canaan ; which feems plain from the Story of Sam-
fon, at leaft they were numerous towards the Borders of the
Philliftines Country, Tudres 13. 4. Itis a wild Creature,
and thercfore chiefly reforting in defert Places, Lam. 5. 18.
Lzck, 13. 4. and that they are Creatures that feed upon
Fleth or {)cad Corpsjs plain from Pfal, 63. 10, and Bechart
obferves the fame @ that they alfo fed and prey’d upon Fruits,
and d¢ftroy’d them, appears plain from the Words of the
Uext, It is beyoud all doubt, that by the Ioxcs here paen;

tiong
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tioned, is'emblematically fignified, and underftood, a certain |
Sort of Men. R. Solosmon a Jew, underftood by thefe
greater and leffer Foxes, the Egyptians, and their Children |
whom God caufed to be taken and {wallow’d up by the Bil- -
lows of the Red Sea: And hence according to his Notion
they have derived their Name ; Ithink buta very flender
reafon, Aben Ezra, fuppofes by them is meant, the wor-
fhippers of the golden Calf "in the Wildernefs, which accor-
ding to him, dida great deal of Damage to the young
Vineyards of the Children of Ifrael. The Chaldee Par2 |
phrafe makes them, to fignify Amaleck, who was contriving
to deftroy Ifrael in the Wildernefs. Others underftand by
thefe Foxes, thofe Adverfaries of the Jews, who after their
Return from the Babylenian Captivity, endeavoured by |
Force, and all Manncrof Artifice, and by their Complaints '+
to the Perfian Monarchs, " to hinder and obftruct the rebuil-
ding of the'Temple, and tHe re-eftablifhing of the JewefhState |
Ezra 4. Neb.4. 6. Some have underftood them as intending |
Herod, and his Miniftry, -who deftroy’d the innocent Chil-
dren in that horrid Murther at Bethlehem : Others again in
a larger Senfe, willmake them to fignify all Manner of Sin ;|
finful Thoughts, and Affetions, which lurk in the hidden
Corners, and Recefles of the deceitful Hearts of Men, and
which prove very troublefom to the tender Blofloms, and
frft Fruits of Gracein the Children of God ; this by Way
of Allufion is fomething nearcr to the Purpofe. |
‘But in Order to anfwer the Defign of the Spirit of (3od,
and the ufual Way of cxplaining fuch Kind of Emblems, !
it will be much better to conceive, and undeaftand by the |
Word Foxes, Men who arc deftruive Inftruments of the
Church ; that prove to be to the Church what
Foxes are faid to be to the Vineyards. It is plain, that
fuch Sort of Mecn are emblematically reprefented in the
Scriptures, and defcribed by different Kinds of wild and
brute Beafts.  When by them arc fignified fuch Micn as,
prove deftruétive to the Church, thro’ Barbarities and'
bloody Perfcutjons, then they are generally called Lyons,:
Leopards, Bears, and wild Swine, and fuch like vpracious
- Animals, |

Some
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- Seme indeed have alfo thought that by Foxes, fuch kind
of Perfecutors arc intended, becaufe that Uyrant Hered, was
by our Lord comparcd to a Fox, Luf. 13. 32. But I think
it is well obferved by the famous Bochart, that Fefus did not
call Lim {o, fo much for his Cruelty as for his Subtilty and
Deceitfulnefs, of which he had given fome Specimens. 1
therefore believe with moft Interpreters, that by Foxes is
not fo much intended, or to be underftood open and bloody
Perfecutors, as more clofe and hidden Injurcrs of the
Church. 1. Becaufe fuch moft frequently appear, inthe
beft and moft peaceable State of the Church, as I before hin-
ted. 2dly, Becaufe fuch are not fo apt totally to wafte and
deftréy the Vineyards ( which fecems more pecpliar to Ty-
‘rants, and more voracious Creatures) but only in Part,which
is plainly intimated by thefe Foxes; who we fce are moftly
bent upon the Deftruction of the young and tender Grapes,
while the Vineyard may ftill. remain. 3dly, Becaufe thefe
“are more properly the Subjets, here to be catched and
taken, by the Servants and Minifters of the Bridegroom,
“and the Bride, whichis notfo mugh the Cafe in refpect of
“cruel and powerful Perfecutors.  4¢bly, Becaufc the par-
ticular Denomination of Foxes, in refpéct of their Quality,
more properly belongs b them. Hence it is that in all Ages,
fuch Menare more tobe found within the Church, who
by their Artifice and Craft, have more fccret Ways and
Means, to do Injury to T'ruthand Piety, and have proved
dangerous, and hurtful to the Children of God. Such were
the flife Prophets, and deceitful ‘Teachers under the old
Teftament Times, who were alfo compared to Joxes,
Ezek. 13. 3: 4. Thus faith the Lord God, Wo unto ‘Iu
Soolifo Prophets, that follow their own Spirit, and bave jeen
nothing. Q Ifvael, 'thy Prophets are like the Foxes in the
Defarts.  And afterwards,all thofe falfe Scribes and Seducers
of the People, all thofe Sects of Pharifees, Sadducees, {lcens,
and others, who after the return of the Jewifth Nation
from the Babylonian Captivity, by Degrees grew up and
multiplied, and who by their falfe Do -ines and perverfe
Deportments had wofully perverted ' ruth, trte Piety,
and the Service of God, together with .l thofe falft Apoﬁle?1

and
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|

and falfe Brethren of the Jews, thofe vain and miitaken Phi-|
Lofophers of the Heathens, who cither by their Jewith, or
heathenith Principles and Doctr ines, had perverted the Doc-
trines of Chriftian Liberty, and the Simplicity of the Gofpel,
and all that "['rain of Hereticks, Seducers, and Schzfmatnckg
who fromTime to T'ime have appcared in the Gofpel Church ;.
a Catalogue of which inevery Age we have recorded by
the learned Sparheim in his Ecclefiattical Hiftory. Certain
it is that all fuch Kind ,of noxious, and deftru&tive Inftru-
ments in the Church, may very emphatically be compared
to Foxcs.
If any fhould be fo inquifitive, as. to defire a more- or,
lefs certain Defcription, of the Nature and anhtv of
Foxes, they may fee what Naturalifts have faid concerning|
them, as fer forth at lar ge by Gefuerus, Bochart, and others.
I thall but briefly mention a few of them. " o
Firft, Foxes are famous among the Herds of Ammale*
for their preat Cunning, and Craft : for which Reafon
we before obfcrvcd, the Lord Jefus called Herod 2 Foxv
Many Proverbs are taken and borrowed by the Antients,
- from their Subtilty. Many Inftances of their Craft, and the
common (,nmpanfon of cmfty Men to Foxes, are mentioned !
and recorded by the faid Hiftorjans. It is alfo noted by them
that the Names of Foxes, are taken from their fubtilnefs,
efpecially ameny the Grecians.  Hereticks, and fuch like
Difturbers of the Church, are generany Men of Wit and
Ingenuity. It’s true, there have been fome among them,
Men of wecak Minds, and little Parts, and have been
Broachers of very blunt Errors ; but then fuch have had |
but little Liflucice 3 but others were keen and cunning
Wits, ®ingenious l’hxlofoyh&s, who did oppofe themfelves
to the mviterious and {imple Do&rincs of the Gofpel, with
all the Force of Wit, dnd Eloquence which they were
Mafters of ; upon which account Tertulitan  often faith |
De insenio profefforum § apientice omnens herefin anamari :
Hm'zf is Philafiphos ¢t Hereticorum Patriarchas ¢ffe : that '
all Herefie was animated by the Wit of the Profeflors of -
Philofophy, that thlough an eagerDefure after Wifdom Here-
fies

i
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fies were broached, that Plilofcphers were the Patriarchs
of all Hereticks. o o

2dly, Foxes becaufe of their Cunning and Sagacity, are
of a treacherous, and deceitful Practice, full of Devices,
and of a feducing Behaviour.  Now not a more natural,
or proper Character, can be given of Hereticks and falfe
‘Teachers ; they are generally well furnifhed with cunning,

'~ Bvafive, and difimulating Tricks: St. Panl thercfore calls

. themwain Talkers, and Deceivers, Titus 1. 10. who as it

- were juggle and bewitch the Pcople, Gal. 3. 1. who fub-

wert whole Families Tit, 1. 1x. feducing Spirits, x Tim.

4. Y. decatful Workers, 2 Cor. 11. 13. who by their
Jleight and cunning Craflinefs eafily deceive, Eph. 4. 14. And

ifit pleafe you I fhall defcend into further Particulars, to

fhew you the Analogy between the Foxes, and Seducers
and falfe Teachers.

Firft, Foxes, that they may the better conceal them-
felves, fubfift not fo much above Ground, asin Holes and
(Caverns, under the Earth, and often thefe arc very deep.
Luk. g. §8. The Fexes bave Heles &c. Hereticks, and Sefhf-
cers, always endeavour to hide ,their JDo&rines and Opini-

- ons, and keep them as fecret as they can.  Certain it is,
- that they do not prefently, and openly appear to the

World, but kncw how to bhide themfeclves, under fly

- Shifts, and cunning Evafions. We find therefore the Lord
~ Jefusufed it as an Argument, that no One might fufpect
- bis Do&rine, John 18. 20. I fpake openly to the World, I
ever taught in' the Synagogues, and in. the Temple whither

- the “Jews always reforty, and in fecret have I faid nothing.

2dly, Their Holes have but a very ftraight and narrow

Entrance ; and it is furprizing how they can fquef®, and
 ftretch themfelves cut, to get into thofe narrow Paflages.
- Hirace therefore makes menticn of a certain Fox, that

crept through an exceeding narrow Crack ; Forte per anguf-
tam tenuis Vulpecula rimam &c. It is alfo peculiar to Here-
ticks, and falfe Teachers, not to fuffer their fecret Wiles
to be fearched into and difcovered ; they hide and befet
themfelyec and their Opinions, as artfully as they can;
ry fpeak of them, in fuch equivocating and doubtful

Terms




Terms, that one-muft fearch well, and make a ‘Vety nar-
sow Infpeéioh, if he fhall difcover their Fox-Holes ; and
little would e think (if he peneteates fo far ) to find fo
much Deceit lurking behind fhe Scene, ~ St. Peter therefore |
fpeaks of them, as falfe T'eachers, who fhall privily bnng
in damnable Herefies, 2 Pet. 2. 1

3dly, Foxes, at Places where they . Llucﬂy refort, have
‘molt commonly, many Ways, and Paflages, to come oyt
at ; becaufe if one fhould be ftopped.or clofed up they may !
‘have another to creep out at. Heretgcks and falfe T'eachers, |
alfo have their Trenches, and hereand there a back Door,
“that when they cometo be fo clofefet, and. haveas it were

their Mouths ftopped, they may have forae mean Shift or
“Equivocation to help themfelves withal,

- 4thly, It will appear from -what hag been alnead faul
that Foxes are very hard to.be catched. Falfe Teachers,
thofe of them that are any thing crafty, are hard to be dif 0.
vered, and yet more difficylt to-be convinced: .. -
5tb1y, Foxes that they may not be fo eafily gnﬁzared

fcldom run right forward, but run to one Side,- and to the
other Side, and crofs Ways ; from which fome of the Latios
have derived the Name, Vulpes qnafi Volipes. . Hereticks
and Seducers in like Manner, have forfaken the right Ways,
and run into perverfe and crooked By-Roads ;. :and thus. the
further they go on, the further they. goa ﬁrwy frem the. mght
Ways of Truth,

6thly They have a {ly Way of cr,ee.pmg mte eihgx Hc:»lus,
and of turning other Animals ( it:may be faid } ous of their
rightful Polleffions. 8o it is with refpect to'falfe T'eachers |
and Seducers, of whom St. Paul fpeaks For of this Sort
are thofe which crecp into Houfes, 2 Tim. 3.6, And it
may be generally faid of them, that they creep into fettled |
Miniftries and Conggegations, and turn out thofe thas iare
orthodox amongft them, by their poifonous and. infe@ious
Errors, and fome Times ( if fuch Means will not .do, when
they getthe upper Hand ) by ufing Force and Violence.

7thly, Foxes ‘know how to dzﬂ'emble, and. often fhow
what they are not, in order to chcat and decoy lefs harmlefs
Creatures, and to.make a Prey of them. .If we may give

L R : Credit
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- Credit to what Epiphanius faycth, they are wont to ftretch
themfelves out on the Earth, and lay as if they had no Lifc
‘in them, that when the Fow]s of the Air perceiving them,
‘may by lighting upon them, become their Prey ; and alfo
‘as ey in outward Appearance are not much unlike Dogs ;
{oni« times they venture to mingle themfelves with thofe Dogs
‘that are fet to watch the Flock, 4. 30. 1. And that they
‘knovr how to imitate the Barkings of thofe Watch-Dogs ;
‘and by tiat Means decoy and enfnare the innocent Flock,
| which thofe Dogs are fetover. Falfc Teachers and Sedu-
‘cer; are wonderfully fkilled in fuch Kind-of Tricks; they
know how tc appear outwardly very kind, friendly, 4nd
‘courteous, as if they meant or intended no Harm ; they
“appear to be very tender, candid, and patient, full of Meek-
nefs and Love ; and are mightely for Chriftian Liberty ; and
. by this Means intice the 8imple; and fteal into their Hearts
und AffeCtions ; and alfo titey know how to imitate the
. good Watch-Dogs ; to which faithful Paftors may be com-
" pared in Contrzdiltin&tion of what we read, Ifaiah 56. 10,
x1. and Phil. 3. 2. St. Paul fays of the falfe Apoftles and
" deceitful Workers, that they are even as Satan transforming
- themfelves into Angels of Light. |

- Sometimes in the Church they bear the fame Offices
with the Faithful, and are outwardly join’d with them, and
are very ftriét in all their Behaviour ; they make a fpecious

- Shew in the Performance of all the Duties of Morality and
- Piety, equal te, :nd often beyond any others: As we may
~ fee in the Phariices of old, and more lately in the Novatians,
- Donatifts, Pelageans, Fefuits, Socinians,Quakers ; and many
‘others, Thefe are the falfe Prophets in Sheeps Clothing, but
- within are ravemingWolves,Mat. 7. 15. They arc veryartful

in putting a fine Glofs upon their erronious Principles and
Doétrines, to make them agreable tq natural Reafon, and
know how to cook and drefs them up to the particular Taftes
of Men ; ‘T'hey can notonly varnifh them with a Shew of -
great Wifdom, but alfo ( asif they were found ) cloke
them with holy Scripture, and under the Umbrage of fome
Truths, which they ftill retain, mix and mingle their perni-
tious Errors : They alfo fpcak like the true Watchmen,

| ) often




Take us the Foxes, &c. 11

often not only with much Eloquence, but under a Pretence |
of extraordinary Reyglations ; yea they can fpeak the Lan-
guage of trucDivineS. You fhall hardly meet with a Heretick |
without a good Stock of Literature, byMcanﬁ whereof under -
ambiguous Exprefliont, and mental Evafions, they hide them- |
felves, even aslrencus [peaks of them ; “-The)F (fays he) fpeak
“the fame Things, bu: believe otherways”,  Such were the
Subtilties of the Ariars, which they thewed after their Errors
we:e detected, and condemned at Bithany, when in a City in |
- Thrace, of the fame ‘Name, they drew up a falfe Crezd, and |
putit into the Hands of the fimpler Sort,under the Name of .
the Nicene.  Church Hiftory informs us, that it was com-
mon for that Arch-Heretick Arius; to fpeak in the me
Strain, and with the fame Language of the Faithful, but al-
ways had fome meutal Referve, and couched under a quite
different Meaning. ' And at laft, when by the Inftigation
of the Emperor he was prefled upon to fubfcribe to the
true Nicene Creed, it’s obferved that he underwrote thus,
As 1 have ugderwritten, fo I do believe : Meaning at the
fame time a certain Writing, which he then had under his
Arm, and had prepared before Hand and fubfcribed unto, |
Suchure truly thofe Lyars who by theirHypocrify do feduce, |
1 Tim. 4. 2. Who canfe Divifions and Offences, contrary to |
Jound Doétrine 5 and by good IWords and fair Specches, de-
cerve the Heartse of the Simple, Rom. 16. 17,18, Who give
themielves out for Apofiles and are not, but ave found Liars,
Rev. 2. 2. All the aforef2id Particulars, may be brought
to prove the cumning of Foxes, and their Analogy with
fuch Hereticks and Seducers, and are the chief Things
aim’d at, in thefc emblematical Charaters contain’d in'
the Text : However we may add this further, that Foxes
as they are wild Creatures, have an inherent Savagenefs
and Cruelty jcined with their Cunning, which appears |
plain from Pfal, 63. 10. Hereticks and Seducers if they
can’t make their Delufions take as ‘they like, and they get!
the upper Hand,, by getting the Authority on their Side, they
gencrally becorne cruel 5 then they cannot bear thofe that
are faithful ; taen they will fall upon them with all Kinds of
Afperfions, ard falfe Accufations, and become their cruel

R 2 . Peifecutors;
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Perfecutors 3 then ¢hey change their Shape, and become
ravening Wolves, to whom in- this l’t"w)e they are com-
pared, Matth, 7. 15, Griewous HWoloW, Matth, 20. 29,
Evil Beafts, Tit, 1. 12, What Mifchiefs did not the falfe
‘Prophets hatch fainﬂ: the true Prophets, and thofe that held
with them, undet theReigns of the Kings of Judah ! What
‘Babarities & Crueltica were exercifed againt the Faithful,by
thofe Apoftates among the Maccabees after their Return out
of Captivity ! How bloody was the Rage of the Scribes,
‘and Heads of the Jewifh Church againit the' blefled Jefus,
~ againft his Apoftles, and the whole Body of the primisive
‘Chriftians ? - How many. bitter Trials and Sufferings have
'the $aithful Chriftians undergone by Reafon of the fuperiour
Strength of Hereticks and Seducers, and the Influence they
“have had with thofe in civil or regal Authority ¢ All which
~abundantly appears from the Teftimonies of Scripture, both
of the old and new Teftament, from the Books of the
- Maccabees, and Church Chronicles ; and above all, from
‘the moft terrible & barbarous Cruelties compitted by the
 Arians in di®ers Perfecutions under the Favoyr and Pro-
“teCtion of the Emperors and Emprefles of Rome. |
- The Text further fpeaks of little Foxes : Thefe feem
to be more particularly mentioned, not fo much becaufe
“eafier catched than the older and more cunning, as fome
have obferved ; neither becaufe they are more fwift and
- greedy, and confequently more mifchievous than the old,
~ as others would have it, (of both which I much doubt) but
~chiefly inafmuch as they are fmaller, are not fo eafily feen
- and difcovered, andhave cvery where an eafier Accefs, and
- for that Reafon are more dangerous in doing Mifchief,
~and therefore not to be neglected or thought too little of :
 And more particularly it ferves to inftruét us, to be watch-
ful againft all Mapner of Evil in it’s fmalleft Beginnings.
Should we pafs by the little Foxes, they will become big
ones in a little Timne, and by their (Growth and Increafe,
will be able foon to over-run every Thing.

Now to anfwer the Defign of the Text, when the
Lord [fefus commands his Servants to watch againft the
evil Workers and ‘Corrupters of his Church, under the

| ’ | | Charalters
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Charadters of listle’ Roxes ; it is not intended op {fpoken {u
much by Way of Diminution, nor becaufe by an affeéted
Humility, they appear fmall (as fome do take it) but the
Lord intends by it a fecond Sort of Injurers of his Clurch,
fuch whofe Errors comparatively are not fo great, and alfo
fuch perhaps who have not the greateft Party, and are not'
in moft Efteem, or fuch who are yet as it were hidden ;
and in this Refpe¢t much refemble lictle Foxes, ‘who are’
low and fquat, and apt to fneak away ; and are thus more
apt to pafs unobferved : Such therg have been in the primitive
Churches, befides thofe Arch-Hereticks, and fuch there
have been in after Ages, even until now. Thefe do not
“altogether fubvert the Exiftence of the Church, or per-
vert her in all the: Fundamentals of the Chriftian Faith, but/
neverthelefs, can do a great dcal of Mifchief, both as to!
the Truths and the Peace of the Churcu, and frequently
prove Forerunners of larger Foxes, which in Time wax |
ftrong ; and therefore the Lord Jefus will not have them '
excufed, and by Confequenceis not at all for Toleration in
this Point. He intends by it all Injurers of the Churchin
their firft Appearance, while they are yet young and fmall,
for then they are not fo cunning, and altogether fo mif-;
chievous, as they may be in procefs of Time ; neither are|
their Errors fo grofs, which generally in Time do increafe,
their Party not fo ftrong, and their Credit and Refpect is lefs,
and therefore never eafier ftopped than while they are fmall. |

‘Now the Lord here fuppofes (and it is alfo evident from-
~ all Experience) that fuch Foxes both great and fmall have
been, and will be in all Ages of the Church. And with
refpect to their Mifcheivoufnefs he further adds,» which (fays

- he) fpoil the Vines. It is natural and peculiar to Foxes, to
'fpoil the Vines (whether we confider them as refpecting
whole Vineyards, or particular Vines, is little to the Pur-
pofe ; for the one includes the other, and it is true in both |
Refpects) by rooting at the Roots, taring down the Ledves,
the Branches 3 and particularly by deftroying the Fruits.
Hence perhaps it was that Samfin's Foxes, among other
Things, fell foul of the PMiliftines Vineyards, Fudg. 15’1. 5. !
, ‘hus |
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Thus we have feen that Foxes, as‘before defcribed, are
naturally bent upon, ‘and aétually do déftrov the /ineyards,
‘and Jfpal the Vine'.  The Churcly and the People of Ged
“in Scripture are frequently compared to a /ineyard,® Cant. 8.
11,12, lfaic 3. 4. Chap. 1. 9.8 25, 11, 2. and in many
‘other Places. When the Lord Jefus here ‘makes mention
‘of Vines in- the plural Number, particular Churches feem
plainly. to be_intimated, or Congregations which are as fo
'many Fineyards, ;and Believers as fo many Vines fcattered
'up and down within - the: Compafs of certain Cities or
Countries;: which are planted, and grow up together, beare’
‘ing Fruitunder the fpecial. and peculiar Care of the Lord.
Jefus Chrjft, fenced about .by his Power, fhone upon by
 the bright Beams of . his Countenance, watered by his Word
-and Spirit, and made fruitful by his peculiar Benediétion.
'But thefe are Things not at prefent to be inlarged upon.
 But here take Notice, that Foxes both great and fmall
‘are faid to fpoil the Vines, which in the Original fignifies
‘as much as all Manner of Injury more or lefs, or even to
| the utter Deftruétion of any Thing. See Ezra 6.12, Dan.
‘4. 23. Ifai. 13. 5. And here we may take it in its full
Latitude for all jfalfe Teachers, and Seducers, Hereticks,
‘and Schifmaticks &c." who fpoil thefe fpiritual Vineyards
‘in all the'following Particulars. P
~ Firft in the Truth : By the fpreading of Lyes, and
 propagated of falfe Dorines, which cannct be fupported
by the Word of God, whatever fpecious Pretences they
- may have notwithftanding ; who tern People about by the
| Wind of their Do&trine, and by their Cunning eafily feduce,
- Eph: 4. 14.  St.Paul in thisRefpect compares gheirDoctrine
- to a mortal Pifeafe, which, fays he, will eat akmh a Canker,
2 Tim. 2. 17. ‘This was manifeft in the Arian Hercly,
~ which like a Flood over-run the Earth ; and it {eem’d as °
~if the whole World was tin&ured with Arianifn.
~ Secondly, in Piety : Wiien the Truths which are from

God, and which are our Direétory and true Guide, be
~ taken away, it will follow that Godlinefs and true Piety
- muft totally decay ; by Contentions and Divifions, they

- may be led to Difregard inward® Frames and Expcricnces&
an
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and carried awiy from the moft.effential and pra&icalThings
in the Chriftian Religion, and inftéad of gettimy their Hearts
Atrengthned by Grace, they will be carried about with!
diverfe and ftrange Doérines, and take up with fuch
Things which have not profited them that have been
occupicd therein, Feb, 13.9. We fee that Paul confi-
ders thefe "Lhings as Oppofites that cannot be join'd toge-
ther @ Refufe profune and old Txives Fables, and exercife thy
Jelf vatber umpo “Godlinefs, 1 'Vimv, 4. 7. This will yet
further appear, when fuch Seducers lay fuch a Feundation
which has a natural T'endency to Sin, and opens a Door
for carnal Security, and Seif-decciving, or when they by
‘their Lives and Examples fedyce into Sin. *This St éeter
makes mention of, 2 Pet. 2. 18, 19+ For when they [peak
great fwelling Words of Vanity, they allure through the Lufts|
of the Flefb, through much HWantonne(s, thofe that were clean|
 efeaped from them who live in Errvory while they promife
them Liberty, they themfelves are the Servants of Corruption. |
Of thefe Sort were all thofe which' in the.primitive Chur-
‘ches were reckoned among the impure Gnofticks, the
Followers of Simon, Meander, Saturnias, Bafilides, Carpo-
cratesy Valentius, and many others ; every one of which
-opened a Door to all Manner of Ungodlinefs. Thus God |
faid of the hypocritical Prophets in ‘fudab, Jer. 23.14. I
have feen alfo in the Prophets of ‘Jerujalem an horrible Thing, .

they commit Adultery and walk in Lies, they firengthen aé[a
the Hands of the evil Docrs, that none doth return from b
Wickednefs. v

Thirdly, in rg Worfhip of God: For when Truthand

Piety decay, it generally follows that the very Effence of

@l People into Idolatry. And in thofe Apoftates. among the
8 Woccabees, who brought the Grecian Ethicks into é*od’s
#yWorthip, and in the Seéts of the Samaritans, Herodians,
@ Pharifces, Sadducees, and Efleens, who took the very Soul
# out of the inflitutcd Worfhip of God, whichmade it ap-

. Web
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Woghip will be corrupted, the Spirit and Purity of it |
‘will fail, Superftition and Will-Worthip will prevail: This |
- & may be feen of the falfe Prophets of Ifrael, who feduced the

|

i
|

4 peur in every Refpeét like a meer Iinage without Lif. a
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‘Web interwoven with Hypocrify and human Inventions.
I'This we have alfo feen in Antichrift, who changed the
'ﬁhcle Worthip of God into Superftition, Will-Worthip and
;&,,,Olatr .o L P
| ;Fou);ﬂ:ly; 'in Order, Unity, and Peace. We fhall fee
that, that {weet Comelinefs and Beauty, will prefently
depart from the Lord’s Vineyard : Even as Foxes do turn
vevery Thing upfide down, mar and fpoil the Order and
‘Beauty.of *Vineyards ; fo every Thing in the Church will
_be turned upfide down, and brought into a ftrange Con-
~fufion. .Whenever thefe Church Foxes make their Appea-
_rance, all Manner of Contentions, Difquietudes, and Di-
vifions, Quarrels and Schifms, break out ; that mutual
" Love that fubfifted before, it turned into Hatred. St. Paul
 therefore defcribes them as fuch, which caufe Divifions and
- Offences contrary to the Doftrine which they have learned, Rom.
- 16. 17.  St. Fames obferves “it as a Confequence of fucha
| Wifdom: which is not from above, but.is (faith he) earthly,
Jenfual, and devilifb : for where Envying and Strife is, there
- 15 Confufion, and every evil Work, Jam. 3. 15, 16. o
- Fifthly, in Growth: For as Foxes by rooting up and
. taring off the Buds and Branches of Vineyards, do vaftly
- obftru& and hinder their Growth ; fo we may obferve,
- that as foon as.ever falfe Doctrine and Herefy appear, the
. Growth and Progrefs of the Church will foon meet with
' an uncommon Shock ; the Growth of young Converts will
" be exceedingly check’d : Thefe do not know by Reafon of
- thefe Contentions and Divifions that happen, what Courfe
' either to fteer, or on which Side to turn themfelves ; and
" on the other Hand'many Branches that did belong to her,
. will be quite torn off, N e
- Sixthly, in hér Fruit bearing. Whereas Foxes inWine-
~ yards do Injury to the Fruits in more than one Refpedt, |
- they mar them in the Bud, as well as deftroy them when |
- come to Maturity ; even fo by thefe Means in the Chuh, |
fpiritual Fruitfulnefs prefently decays and withers away 13
fuch Congregations ; the goddly Fruits of Faith, Love, and §
- Holinefs, drop off, and they are fwallowed up with Uncha- §
- ritablenefs. and Difquietudes. "

Seventhly, |
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Seventhly, in her Bloom and Ornaments : For as Foxes|
in Vineyards do deftroy every Thing that is ornamental, by
tearing down the Branches, Leaves, and Fruits; even foit
is with the moft blooming and flourithing Church, when
thefe fpiritual Foxgs come into it ; her Appearance and
Afpedt is often times fo much changed from what it was,
that fhe hardly in any Refpe& looks like the fame ; all
her Splendor is departed, her Bloom and Beauty decay’d,
and all her Robes are fo rent and torn, that every Thing
hangs as it were in Rags about her. Do we not even |
behold this in theTimes paft, in fo many beautifl Cangrega~
tions in the eaftern Churches ; which by Reafon of Herefies
among them, had wlmoft loft the very Effence and fmalleft
~ Remains of true Chriftianity ! And what became of the

Church when Antichrift overfpread the fame, is too well
known to need a Recital. o

Eighthly, in her Strength and Security : Even as Foxes |
areywont to root at the Rootg of Vineyards, and caufe
them to totter and fhake, fo do thefe Hesefies caufe every
Thing to fhake, by rooting up the Foundations upon which -
this fpiritual Vineyard is built, the Plasits thereof are mage
loofe, and begin to fhake ; they begin tolean and incline
to Lies ; and fome do totally fall down. Thus St. Paul’
warns us againft Men that fhould arifc ; as he fays Act. |
20. 30. Alfo of your own felves fball Men arife, [peaking per-. .|
verfe Things, to draw away Difciples after them : And a: fuch. |
that thould be the Caufe of fome to depart from the Faith,
1 Tim. 4.5. Some that thould depart from the Faith,
giving Heed to feducing Spirits.  Yea, they will even tear
up the Inclofure of the Lord’s Vincyard, and leave it
deflitute of all Security and Defence, by breaking through. |
all Church-Difcipline, or by getting in Favour with the
fecular Powers, and drawing them over to their Party ;3 |
which otherwife are a Defence and Security to the Church. |
This has been feen in the falfe Prophets of old, in the -
apoftate Jews among. the Maccabees, who were in Collufion |
with the Syrian Monarchs ; and in feveral other Hereticks
in the primitive Churches ; and more lately in the Bithops |
of Reme, the Remomfirants, and many others. |

S | Ninthly, |
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] Ninthly and lattly. As a Confequence of what has been
faid, it brings endlefs Ruin upon the Souls of Meén that
are feduced by them ; no lefs"than the Lofs of their eter-
nal Salvation. This is certainly alfo an Evil or Mif-
chief that they bring upon the Lord’s Vineyard.  It’s not
Honly a Herefy in Morals, but a Herefy in Doélrines, which
ruins theSouls of Men, and finks them into eternal Per-
dition : Even as St. Peter tells usof an eternal Deftruétion,
that follows and flows from Herefies, 2 Pet. 2. thrcughout
that whole Chapter. Well may the Lord thereforc call
them, Pafyrs that deftroy and featter the Shecp of bis
,Pq/?ur;, Jer. 23. 1.

We fee from what has been faid, in how many Inftan-
ces, and in Truth, that fuch Foxesdo /poil the Vines. And
if we fhould let them go on in their Way without controul,.
~we fhould quickly find the Truth of what was faid of
‘other Pattors, Jer., 12. 10. Many Pa;/lor: bave deftroy’d my
Vineyard, they have trodden my Portion under Foot ; t/ny have
‘made my pleafant, Portion % defolate Wildcrnefs. Yeal we
‘fhould quxckl fee that neither Vineyard nor Branch would
‘be found. This is therefore the Reafon why ?he Lord
Jefus will have his Vineyard carefully watched over, and is
‘the Reafon why he commands hxs Servants, as in the
‘Words of the Text, Take us the Foxcs, the little Foxes that
fpoil -the Vines, gr our Vines bave tender Grapes.

_There is a Diverfity of Opinions, concerning the Per-
ffons to whom this Command fhould be given : "Some un-
“derftand it to be the Angels'; others, the civil Powers ;
but the moft, Paftors and Teachers : I inclind rather to
take the Command in a larger Senfe ; 7. e to cncern
all thofe who ftand in any negr Relation to the Bridegroom,
~over whom he exercifes his peculiar Authority, and who
~are inany Refpect cdpablc or quahﬁcd to take thefe Foxes. .

. As firlt, All' Overfeers of. txeChurch in' all Ages, and
of all bt.mons and ~ Degrees ;4. Pruphcts, Pricis,
Apoftles, Evangelifts, Paitors, and leacher,s ; to whom in
Refpeét of their Offices,. this Dut) of taking th& Foxes,
mott ¢minently and pu.uu.nl» belongs. ; -y
2. This
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© 2. This Duty includes and enjoins all p'utlcular Be-
lievers, when a fit Opportunity prefents, fo far as they
have Talents and Capacities to dete& thofe that are in
Error, to'oppofe and endeavour to convince them : Looking
diligently, left any Man fail of the Grace of God ; left any
Root of Bitternefs [pringing up trouble you, and tberel by many
be defiled, Heb. 12. 15,

Now of all thefe it is required to 7ake thefe T oxes, thefe
young Foxes : It might as well be tranflated, to apprehend,
to hold,  Naturalifts do obferve, that tho’ Foxes' can be
taken, yet it is very difficult. Here in a fpiritual Senfe, it
alfo requires great Pains and Induftry to take thefe Foxes.|
Jefus Chrift here gives Power and Command to do it;
Take us the Foxes.

‘Now wherein the Matter of this Duty conﬁﬁs, is not§:
very difficult to conceive ; generally, it confifts in ufing!

all poffible and neceffary Means, to prevent thefe Foxcé%
from doing any Kind of Mifchief to the Lord’s Vineyard.
~ Firlt, To purfue them into their intricate Wiles and
Mazes, to ‘detcét and apprehend them in their ‘Subterfu-.
ges ; to warn the Ignorant againft them, and to keep a
careful Watch and Look-out againft them.  This is what
Bt. Paul exhorts unto, Phil. 3. 2. Beware af Dogs, be-|
ware of evil Workers, hboware é:f the Comzf m. Th*"%
Lord Jefus commends the ‘Epbefians for this, Rev. 2. 2
And thon haft tried them which JZ?y they are Apoftles, and are
not, and haft found them Lyars. And this he" alfo injoins
when he fays, Beware of falfe Prophets, which come to you in.
Sbceps Cloathing, but imwardly they are ravening W’szvcs,%
Matth. 7.-15.  And to the fame Purpofc are 3ll thofe faith-
ful Exhortations which we find, A’ﬂ 20. 28,29. .CsI. 2. 8.
and 1 Fob. 4. 1.
2. To attack them where-cver® we meet with thcm ;|
fall upon them and oppofe them : much in fuch a Manner |
as we find Peter fell upon Simon the Sorcerer, Af. 8.
and St. Paul upon Bar-Fefus on the Ifland of Salamis,A&.13.
‘Where-ever hc found falfe Brethren, he prefently faith-
fully and carneftly oppofed themn ; which plainly appears |
,from the A7 of the Apofiles, and from his Epiftes. Al?d‘
> 2 this




!*'zo - Take us the Foxes, &c.

this was al{a the Charge which he gave to Tumotay, 2Thn.
'2.16. But foun profane and vain Babblings, for they will in-
“erec e unte more Ungodline(s,  And to Titus, Whercfore, faith
he, Rebute them arply, that they may be found in the Faith,
‘Tit. 1 13. And, 3. 9. But avoid foolifh Queflions,ard Genea-
logies, ond Contention. . and Strivings about the Law, for they
are wnprcgtable and wvuin. -
- 3. Lo confute them with Tecftimonics from the holy
Scriptures, =nd found Reafon, either in Writing, or by
Word of Ivimuii; and by thefe Means to take them in
their Errors, sand te biing' them ad minos, non Logui, to
“have nothing to gainfay. ThuPaud charges Timathy, 2Tim.
&+ 2y 3. Reprove, rebuke, exoo:t with all Long-fuffering and
- Dittrine 5 for the Time will come, when they will not endure
Jeund Doctrine, ;but after their owe Lufs, they fhall heap to
“thensfplves Teachers, baving itching Ears. For which Reafon
"heallo' further fhews, that a Bifhop (hould be able by found
- Doctrine, both to exhort and convince vhe Gainfay® s, and to
SEsp the Nouths of the unruly end vain Talkers, Tit. 1. 9,11.
- Thus did the Fathers in al]l Ages of the. Church in which
~they lived, enter into laudable and earneft Difputes, and
~wit, much Bravery confuted. thofe that were in Error ;
which may bz feen in the Writings and Dilputes of Jre-
neus againft the Gnofficks and Valentiniars ; and of Tertulljan
againt Marcion, Hermogenes, Praxias, and Sapellianys ; the
~ fame agairft theValimtingans,and Gnoflicks ; of Qrigenaganit
Celfus and Marcion 5 of Athanafius, Hillary, Bafil, Ambrofe,
and Fulgertius, againft the Arians ; of Optatus, Mili-
- witanus, againft the Domatifts ; of Ferom againft Fovinian,
 Vigilantius, the Luciferians, and FPclagians ; of Serapioi
' againft the Manichees ; of Auguftine, befides what he wrot
againft the Arians, Donatifis, Manichees, and Pelagians,
againkt Prifuillianifts, and Origenifts 5 of Cyrill of Alex-
andria againft Neftor, und the Anthropomorphites 5 and many
others, of both carlicr and later Tiimes ; which Writings
arg yet in being, and may be feen,

4 We ought (if poffible) to convince them of their
Errors, Certainly, tﬁz moft happy Way of catching them,
is to convince them, and caufe them by this Means to

" rctun
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return from the Paths of Delufion, intos the Bofom of thcgr
Church  Such was the happy taking of a cunning Fox, a

very lezrned Philofopher (according to what Sozomen tells of
- him) vrho in the Council of Nice, did vchemently and

impudently oppofe the Doétrines of Faith ; but the fame
was by 2 Member of that Council (tho’ otherwife not the
moft ingenious, yet honourable for his Age) convinced,
and immediately taken in the Net of the Gofpel, and
drawn by the Cotds of irrefiftable Grace ingo an effectual
and fincere Repentance. Not much unlike unto this, was
what the fame Author relates of another Philofopher, ywho
was chofen out of many others, as the ableft to enter |
into 1 Debate with dlexander, Bithop of Conftantinople, |
that hie was fo ftruck with the firft Word fpoken by the
Bithcp, that he could not utter one Word.

5. We fhauid, when all other Means fail, by ecclefi~
afticrid Methods (without any Force or Reftraint upon the
Conicience, or Perfecution) fet Bounds to, and hinder them
from propagating their pernicious and deftruétive Errors.

6. and laftly, To caft them out of the Lord’s Vineyard ;

- namely, by Excommunication. By this we declare them to

- be no more Brothers ; and by it they are cut off from

Communion with the People of God. ~This is demanded |
by St. Paul in Refpeét of thofe which caufe Divifions and

i Offences,contrary to the Doctrinewhich ye have learned ; And avoid |
1 them,fays heRom.16.17.--~1 would they wexe even cut offywhich
. trouble youy Gal. 5. 12.---A Man that is an Heretick, after

 the firtand fecond Admonition rejec?, Tit. 3. 10. Evenas

Paul himfelf did to Hymeneus and Alexander, whom he had -
delivercd unto Satan, 1 Tim. 1. 20. This was the Pradtice
of the Fathers in the primitive Times: Hence it was that
fo many Councils and Synods were fummoned and con-

| vened, in which all I"inds of Errors and falfe Doétrines

were condemned, and thofe that were the Broachers and |

. Promoters of them caft out. The Truth of this is evi-
- dent in the Inflances, of Samofatenus, by two Councils at
. Antioch held in the Years 262, and 270 ; of the Arians,
- by the Nicene Council 325 3 of Aacedmius by the Coun-

- cil at Coqfantinaple 381 5 of Neflor by the Council at |




22 ~ Take us the Foxes, &,

Ephefus 4 31 of Butyches by the Council at Cbczlcedan 4510
éand a4 Hundlcd beﬁdes. o |

Behold thus we have feen the Duty the Lord je{'ué
r«:q:.urcs nf his Servants,  @nd how he commands thefe
Foxes, to be taken:, not only for himfclf, but alfo for his
Bnd‘e, mm?v’d in the Word«z Takte us : It ferve.» to inform
'us,

1. That there is a mutual Fell v/}nf {'ubﬁf’cmg bcthcn
Jefus'Chrift and his Church 5 ¥hat their Intereft is in com-
moniv as betwixt Husband and Wife, Bﬁde"mom and Bride.
| "That what Service is done for the one, is alfo done
for the other. Whoever ferves Jefys Chrift, does at the
fame Time ferve his Church and People. ~ | -
3. That an In}ury done to the one, isan In_yury done to
|the other and that “thefe Foxes are in both their Way, and
therefﬂrc {hould be tdken for the one as wcll as for the
f)thef. I

That Jefus Chrift makee the Intere& and Corfcem
sef thc Church his own, and reckons whatever is done to
‘her, as if the fame was done to himfelf. - - Matth. 10. 40!
Wheever receiveth you, recciveth me. Zech. 2. 8. For he
that touchith you, toucheth the Apple of his' Fye. A&.g.4.
Saul, Saul, why perﬁem‘r/z‘ ‘thou me ¢ And!ce /War. G. 41
Jat:lv 25. 35, 4
’ ‘That Lhrxi’c dnd the Spoufe mutua]lv take Dehffht
and have a Complacency in this; and fo the Words, Take
“us the Foxes, wm ﬁfrmfy as much as take them for Our
' Pleafure and Delight 5 even as great Perfona ages fometimes
mdke chafing or hummfr Matches for their Diverfion.

6. This would be of gcat Service, and in a particular
Manncr conduce to promote the Eafo of the Bridegroom
“and of the Bndc, that in as much as the was toaccompany
“him towards the Country, it would be neceflary that thefe
Foxes fhould be firft taken, and removed out of the
Way., Now who would refufe to promote the gréat In-
tereft of this Lonourable Couple, by preventing the Mif-
chtef that would accruc to their Vmeyard }  "T'liis methinks

18 a fufﬁcxcnt Motive to  take thefe Foxes : }mwcvcrl if
{hat
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that fthould not be enuufrn, the Lord ]eﬁas ;,...,urges th&s
further, and faith (wlm.h often in the Hebrew is giving Lo
~a Recafon, and is therefore with us well tranflated by the

Word l'm) For owr Vines, (by which he alfo f‘ther {hews,
and afcertains the mutual Property they had in this Vme-i

yard) bave tender Grapes. The ({me original Words we
find in the 13th Verfe of this Chapter : We may under-
ftand by it weak or tender Chriftians, fuch either be-~
caufe they have not been long on the Way, or being but,
{mall in Knowledge, weak in Faith, and other Chriftian
Graces, like youny Children, (1 Cor. 3. 1,2. Heb. §. 12.

1 Pet. 2. 2. ]ab 2. 12.) or rather becaufe of
the Weaknefs or Tendernels of the Habit of Grace in
the Converted, which m“y be taken for the Vines. Only |
here take Noncc that the Lmd jcfus ufes this as an
h:»,c'temmt to t.xke the Foxes. |

' (

1@11‘& We may take it Genemlly as 1f he ﬂ;kould fay ,‘
“Grar V ines are as tender. as temporal Vineyard, having
“tender Grapes';  and then we might take it as if the'

‘T'ranflation run thus, For our Vines are as Vineyards hav-
ing tender Gmpas T hat is to fay, the Fruits and Work
of Grace in Belicvers, are as tender, can bear as httle,gz
and are as calily marr d as the tender Grapes are in the
Vineyards 3 for which Reafor: it is the more neceflary to,
take thefe Foxes, here reprefented to be in thefe fpmtuala
Vineyards ; becaufe they are always as noxious and dan-|
gerous in the Church, as Foxes are in the temporal Vme%-%
ydrus hdvmw young and tendet Grapes, <

bu,ondly, We might allo take it thh R zx&wn to'g'"
fome weak Chriftians with tender Dzﬁwﬁtmns “which ‘are.

lwitys to be found in the Church, and that' jcﬁm Chrift:

" conliders his Vmc:wnd m this Vuw ;  Or more compre-

henﬁvely for new escéted Congregations, Vineyards as
it were in their Bloom, and juft beginning to Bud, fill"d
witly )ounfr (mwezts, or young Chrillians ; c.molu‘nan-
ulb reprefented by the Spnnsr-bcm(m every Thing being
youny und tender, and thei above all other I‘ums, thefe !
Foxes would prove nofl uclhuélwc and would {peil end
take away all the Hopes l'ruu. ‘This is even (jhc
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Cafe with Refpe& to the Work of Grace in the People
of God ; for falfe Teachers and Seducers, have not, nor
‘cannot take fo. much hold of, and have {fo much Influence
‘upon the more experienced and eftablifhed, as they can
‘have upon the young unexperienced and lefs eftablifhed
‘Believers, who by Reafon of their Weaknefs cannot oppolc
tHem, and want Capacity to dittinguifh thefe Foxes ; hence it
‘will follow, that they are very eafily feduced. It is there-
fore of the laft Neceflity, inas much as the Lord’s Vine-
;Frd was full of thefe fmall oncs, to have thefe pernicious
' Foxes taken, that their intended Mifchief and Deftruction
' to thefe Vines may be prevented. o "
. Thirdly, Furthermore, we may take it in this Senfe,
 Take us the Foxes &c. for our Vines bave tender Grapes:
| Which is as much as to fay, We have a beautiful Profpect
- of much Fruit, and Hopes of a plentiful Harveft ; the
- young Grapes which appear, 7. e. the Beginnings of Grace, -
give reafonable Expefaticn of a further Growth to Per-
fcltion : Take therefore thefe Foxes, which may difap-
point our Hopes, and fruftrate our Expeclations, without
any Delay ; and by this Mcans you will anticipate the
" Danger that threatens us in the Dilappointment of eur
Hope, and the Ruine of our Harveft. Thisis therefore
- a fufficient Motive for you to haften in the Work.
~ Fourthly, We may take it in Point of Time, that as
~in the Spring of the Year, the Vineyards bud forth, and
- have tender Grapes, {o the Foxes then alfo bring forth
~their Young. So it is with the Church when fhe flourifhes,
and is in'her Bloom and Profperity ; then alfo Hereticks,
- and Seducers, gemerally make thiir Appearance ; and
- therefore it is as much as if the Lord fhould fay, Figila !
 Take Care ! . Now is the Seafon that Foxes bring forth
- their Young ;. and if ever there be a Time to anticipate
- their Growth, and hinder their Increafe, it is now when
~ they make their firft Appearance: Take us the Foxes, the
little Foxes, tizat [pos! the Vines, jbr our Vines have tender
Grapes. s ~
Bchold the Neceflity of this Charge which Jefus has
given concerning his Vineyard ; and itisa phin Evid'enct}
0
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of that tcnder Care which he has for his Church, and
more efpecially for thole that are the wuakeft of hisPeo~
ple; a Charge very neceflary to be put in Execution ‘at
all Times ; but if ever there was a Time, that loudly’
called for this Duty, we may fay it is NOW, Certainly
there have been in all Ages of the Church fuch mifchievous
Foxgs to the Vines. In the carly Times of Chriftianity
they were very numerous 3 they firft fprang from both
Yews and Gentiles, when the Vineyard was full of tender
Grapes, 7. e. full of young Converts, and many funpl
Ones: Then the Devil was exceeding bufy every where |
to raife up, and animate Foxes of all Sorts and Sizes; and
tho’ one might obferve fome wiffcrence in their He@;.c?s,z
yet it feems they could join their wicked Tails together, |
and by the Fire-Brands of Contention, Herefy and Schifm, |
fet Fire to the ftanding Corn of the Church of Chrift. |
+ The erroncous Opinions, and Relicks of Knowledge, |
fallly fo called, of the Jewifli Rabbies, and of the.many |
| Scéts among the Heathen Philofophers, were carried over |
§ Dby Profelytes into the Church ; and thefe proved to be
the Nefts and Holes which ingendred many Foxes, and |
which fpread over all the fpiritual Vineyards from Eaft
d to Weft, tiltatlaft Antichrift gathered up thefe Fox-Skins, |
§ and tacked them together, to make himfelf a Garment ; |
4 and moreover, put on an Out-Coat of a fierce Lyon-

§ Skin, whereby he brought Defolation upon the whole
Church. | - C |
¢  And when at the Time of the Reformation, the pure
Church had wrenched her felf again out of his Clutches,
§ and the bright Day of Truth fhone forth, we prefently
9 beheld again in another Spring-Time, new Fox-Holes |
§ breaking out ; and itis hardly expreflible what Number
of Foxes, both great and {mall, have appeared to fpoil
{ the New Vineyards of the Reformation : the Wounds the’
fame has received, by the numerous Secls, and Schifins,
i are not yet healed.  What do 1 fay, healed ! if ever
there was a 'T'ime fince the Creatigg, in which it ‘might
£ be ﬁxid’the Church ¢rawls with 8 &Kinds of Foxes, we
i muft confefe it j5 even in our Day,  There fearce ever
y FU . was

UU—————————————
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was an Error in ancient Times, but what is now raked
up again, and with the Addition of many new ones ; no
Opinions, tho’ ever fo abfurd, but what are broached
and fome are influenced by thﬂm, and appear for their
Defence ; fo that without mentioning old Errors, we have
new ones turned out, Time after T'ime.

. The Abufe, or ill Ufe, that was made of Philofophy,
and natural Reafon, wws that accurfed Hole which the
moft of the Foxes crept out at, in the primitive
Church, and who wafted and trampled it under Foot ; the
fame is now opened afreth, and wider than ever, and
out of it come a Swarm of Atheifts, of Libertines, and
of Men whofe ‘Mouths fpeak Blafphemy, and teach
'Doétrines againft the Divinity and Authority of the holy
Scriptures, againft God himfelf and many of his excellent
Perfections, againft his eternal Decrees, againft the dc.,,
Myfteries of the Gofpel, and againft almoft an endlefs
'Number of the fundamental Do&rines of Truth. TheBooks
which daily fill the World with Error, the hidden Holcs
and Corners, which. hatch and breed Impoftors the Com-
'pilers of them, and by which Means their erronious
‘Opinions are fpread, are almoft endlefs; great and little
Foxes do fpring out of it, both without and within the
- Church. And il they are fuffered to go on without Op-
~pofition, T'ruth is not only threatned to be born down,
'but even with a total Subverfion. And have we not
fuffered Encroachment enough already ?  Firft, By what
‘i paft Truth has received fuch a Wound, that in many
‘Ref efts it’s almoft incurable ; many have embraced
Lyes inftead of Truth, at leaft ‘there is fuch a general

' Lukewarmnefs, Coldnefs, and Indifferency, and in many
Refpects fuch 'a Want of Love to Truth, which cannot
be defcnbed Secondly, True Piety in a great Meafurc
has' loft her Luftre and Tendernefs; the inward Work
of Grace in the Soul, and the eflefitial Power of true
Godlinefs, is ndnculed and by fome denied. Thirdly,
The Worfhip of Goglais become like a mere Skeleton
without a Swmt, a Wriment of outward Profeflors, "a

meer Mode of the Times, and a Badge of a faﬂuo&ible
. an,
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. Man, but the Life and Truth of it decays. Fourthly,
Unity and brotherly Love, that grand Mark of true
Chriftianity, is fadlv deprefiled ; Bitternefs, Uncharita-
blenefs, Parties, and Schifms, have as it were rent the
Body of the Church to Pieces. Fifthly, By thefe Means
the Growth and farther Propagation of the Church, both
within and without, is wonderfully check’d. Slxthly
Spiritual Fruitfulnefs is much retarded. Seventhly, The
SBlom and fhining Beauties of the Church decay.
Eighthly, She loofes her ‘Security and Strength. Ninthly, |
Yea how many Souls may be loft by thefe Means, may
be guefled at, from the natural Confequences of Things,
and the lamentable Condition the Church is now fallen
into.
And O ! if there werc but a Zeal to take thefe
Foxes ; but alas in this too great a Slacknefs prevails,
Firft, Ecclefiafticks are in many Refpeéts too flack- |
handed in this,; or perhaps their Hearts are not enough |
united to the Truth. Church-Difcipline, by which fuch
Foxes fhould be taken, is often fadly negle&ed It were
to be withed, that Prefbyteries and Synods, made it more~
their prmcxpal and grand Concern, to inquire into thofe |
Things, while they wafte their Time about Things of |
much lefler Moment ; certainly we are often too carelefs |
and unwatchful againft pernicious Foxes : thofe who have |
a true Heart for Zion, are often obliged to ﬁ down and |
mourn in Silencesbecaufe of this. |
Secondly, Particular Profefiors have lxttlc or no Capa- |
~ city, or they have no Courage to oppofe Foxes. What |
fine Difputants had we in “former Congregations, who
dar’d to appear againft Opypofers, and clofely to attack |
thém ; who were not afraid to “thruft forth their Hands |
into thefe Cockatiice-Holes ;5 and who « ould divert}them- |
felves over the Nefts of thofe Vipers vithout Danger;
and who dar’d toapproach and enter inte “eir Aﬂexnblxes,
and Meetings, and publickly lay hold of t‘.cri1 in Debates !
But this Zeal, and even fuch a Capacity, is'moftly gone,
or rarely to be found : The old antiquated Meeknefs &  For-
hcarance towards the Remonftrants is now again revived ; a
T 2 Spmt

|
|
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Spirit of Lukewarmnefs and Indifference begins to prevail
in our Day ; every one enjoys his Opinion freely, without
being fo much as fpoken againft ; and by this Means we
{uffer the Foxes to gain Ground, to the apparent Ruin
of the Lord’s Vineyard. O | what a miftaken, as well
as finful Practice is this? Firlt, This is running counter
to the Command of Chriff, who will have all Foxes to be
‘taken, none excufed, cven to the fmalleft. Indecd where
‘we our felves are mif-ufed, in Charity we ought to be,
ccondefcending and bear much ; = but in no wife when
‘God and his facred Truths arc abufed ; in this Cafe we
‘muft not let onec Claw of them efcape. Secondly, Itisa
‘moft barbarous Kind of Clemency, asit is the Concern
of immortal Souls, and our Vineyards have fo many
tender Grapes.  Surely one of thofe will weigh dewn a
 thoufand Foxes. Would you then fpare the l% oxes, and
let fo many precious Souls be deftroyed ! O ! wo, wo
~unto fuch a perverfe Pity, Thirdly, What will become
of Truth ? If you fuffer them to go on at this Rate,
| they will fpoil the whole Vineyard, they will tear every
Thing up by the Roots in fuch 2 Manner that no Appea-
‘rance of Truth will remain ; and it may be the Lord
himfelf will come, and make her a Defolition by taking
away her Fences, and leaving her to bc trampled under
Foot, and ruined by wild Beafts ; even as it befell the
- Eaftern Church, when from one Degree to another, they
fell from Truth, the Lord fuffered her at laft fo to fall
~away, that there are po Remains of her to be found.
- O that the whole Body of the Chriflian World were
oufed to look into this, Men are in a deep Lethargy,
' a profound Sleep of Indifferency hath fcized upon the
Church @ In the mean Time, the Enemy is bufy, and
is fowing of Tares among the /Pheat, Matth.13.25. And
it is high Time to awake, before thefe Tares choak the
Wheat, and quite overcome it.  Well then, in the firft
Place, don’t think it a ftrange Thing when you hear and
fee that there are Foxes in the Viaeyard 5 it has always
been fo, tlhe Lord Jefus and his Apoftles, have forctold
this, 1 Cor 11, 10, Tor thore miy? be z//;/b Horefics among
oy
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you, that they which are approved, may be made manifeft
amang you. Secondly, Be always upon your Guard,that you
may not be injured by Foxes ; beware of their"Per am,x}k
beware of their Doétrines : This is the Leflon & Precdpt’i
of Jefus Chrift, Mark 13. 22, 23. For {al/l' Chrifts, and
falfe Prophets fhall arifes and fball fherv Signs, andtVonders,|
to feduce if it were poflible, cven the Elect : But take ye
Heed, bebold I have ~foretold you all thefe Things. And
? Paul fays, Let no Man deceive you with vain Words,
“Eph. 5. 6. Thirdly, To this End, don’t content your
{elves to remain tender Grapes, like weak and young
Children ; fuch as ftand thus loofe are in great Danger,
and morc exppfcd to be feduced and ruined. This St.
Peter tells us, that fulfe Teachers before all others, beguile
unflable Souls, 2 Pet. 2. 14. And St. Paul fpeaks of fuch
in the Church, which are but Children, that they are|
toft toandfro, and carried about with everyWind of Doétrine,
by the Sleight of' Men, and cumning Craftinefs, whereby they
lic in weit to deceive.  And further fhews, that the only
Mean againft this is, to follow after Truth, thatwe may
grow up into him in all Things which is the Head : And fo.
~ come unto a perfeit Man, unto the Meafure of the Stature
of the Fulnefs of Chrijt, Eph. 4. 13,14,15. Well, follow ye'
this Advice then, that you may become Men and Fathers |
in Chrift, that you may have your Senfes exercifed, to
difcern both Good and Ewvil, Heb. 5. 14. that you mays
not belicve every Spirit, but try the Spirits whether they are
of God : becaufe many falfe Prophets are gome out into tl‘»\eé
Vorld, 1 Joh. 4. 1.  Fourthly, Take heed that you do |
not by a fluggith Patience, a f{inful Carelefnefs, and a
lukewarm Indifferency, give Opportunity for Foxes to
propagate and multiply in the Vineyard ; but be always
juftly apprchenfive that Foxes are more mifchievous to |
the Church than Lions, and Hercticks more deftruétive |
than Perfecutors 3 for under Perfecutions the Church grows |
purcr, and often flourithes and increafes the more:
Sanguss Martvrum ¢ft femen Ecclefie 5 the Blood of the Martyrs
is the Seed of the Church 5 but through Herefy fhe always |
grows Worfe: wiey kill Lut the Body, but thefe murder |
| the




30 Take us the Foxes &c.

the Soul : thercfore never condefeend in the leaft in this
Matter. 'This was the Sin of the Church of Thyatira ;
and this was that which Jefus had agantt her, that they
f /ﬂ' ered the Waman Jezebel, which called herfelf a Pro-
phetefsy, to teach and feduce his Servants, Rev. 2. 20.
“Thercfore be ve not like unto them. Fifthly, On the
contrary be diligent in your Duty ; take thefe Foxcs
‘which are in the Church.
. Firft to this End, Overfeers of the Church, Elde
‘and Deacons, Prefbytencs and Synods, fhould g go Hand
in Hand, above all Things to watch againft the Encroach-
‘ments of Error. No Jarrings or Animofities concerning,
other Things, fhould cver be in the Way of {0 great and
neceflfary a Work. Tho’ there were fome DxPrc,‘c.ncc in
Judgment about lefler Matters, yet if thcy agreed in the
main and fundamental Points, then they thould alfo agree
Jin this grand Article, ‘with one Accord to watch vmmﬁ
Foxes that creep in: It ‘is for this End they are fet, as
Over{eers of the Vineyard 3 and for this End, the Care
and watching over Souls, is commended to them by Jefus
Chrift. O ! be careful then, that you do not betray
this great Truft of your Mafter, in proving unfaithful to
his Vineyard ; for if but one Fox fhould carry away a
Soul as a Prey, the fame he will require at your Hands.

Secondly, Yea every Profeflor of the Church fhould
ﬁ{eek to be faithful in this Behalf. You are alfo com-
‘manded, Take us the Foxes. Endeavour thercfore after
Ability for the Work : that you may diftinguith Truth
from Falfhood ; and to difcover thofc that are in Error;
and that you may be able to confute them and ftop their
‘Mouths, endeavour after Courage and Confidence to per-
form this Duty.  You fhould ot only have a Will to
do, but Boldnefs to execute. Remember that you have
a2 high Commiffion, therefore fear no Man: He who
hath commapdcl vou, 'will ftand by you. Be ye flrong,
and the Lord of the Vineyard fhall be wvith you.

Behold, if after thou haft done thy Duty and there
fhould be ftill Foxes remaining, the Lord however will
preferve his V mcyuul 3 clpecially he will watch over you

young
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young and tender Grapes.  Foxes may attock you, but
Idus will take Care of vou 3 and he will in Iis own
Time gather you as ripe and perfe&t Grapes into his
heavenly Barns : There, there no Foxes fhall be permitted
to enter, nor any onc that maketh a Liey, Rev. 21. Tho’

there remain fome Tares upon the Ficld of this World, |

the ‘Time is coming, that the Son of Man fhall fend forth
other Angelsy and they fball gather out of his ngdam ﬂ]l
& ings t/rat af ndy and all Tares ; and bind them in Bun-s
ulc&:, onc with another, and ﬂmll caft them into a Furnace |

[ Fire; butye that remain faithful to the End, and all
rh:- Rigliteous, fhall thine forth as the Sun in the I\lmgdom
of their Father ! 7o bath Ears to bear, let bim bear.

[1 N I G&.
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