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Candid Reaper,

HE SE Sermons were preacbed
A to my' own Congregation, without
- any Defign of making them pub~

, lic; but was induced bereto, as
Jollows :  In March laf, I received a Letter
Jrom the CoLLrGE of New-JERSEY, in-
Jorming me of an extraordinary Appearance of
the divine Power and Prefence there, and
requefing I would come and fee 5 with this
kind Motion I gladly complied, and baving
6;:71 there fome Time, bad all tﬁ Evidenc; '0{
tee Reallity of the aforefaid Report, whic
,J 4 Af zf pr could
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ould be in Reafon defired. Of this my dear
~ Brother WILLIAM writes thus, < I went
« the - College laff Monday, and faw a me-
4 morable Difplay of God’s Power and Grace
¢ in . the ConviGtion of Sinners, the whole
¢ Houfe was @ BocuiMm; a Senfe of God’s
« Holine[s was fo impreffed on.the Hearts of
& its Inbabitants, that all of them, excepting
* two (¢fieemed religious) were greatly [baken
. & refpecting the State of their Souls. This
# gracious Ray reached the LATIN ScrooL,
* and much affetted the MASTER, and a
¢ Number of the SCHOLARS ; mor was it con-
« fined to the Students, fome others were like-
¢ wife awakened: I difcourfed with all the
s prefent Members of the College (excepting
“ one) who gemerally enquired wsth Sollici-
tude, what they fhould do to be faved;
nor did I ever fee any, in that Cafe, who
- bad more clear Views of Gop and them-
felves, or sn any Houfé, more genuine Sor-
row for Sin, and Longing for Jesus ; this
bleffed Work of the most Hich, fo far
exceeded my Expeflation, that I was loff iz
Surprize, and confirasned to [ay, is it fo,
can it be fo? Nor was my besng, Eye and
Ear witnefs from Monday 7o Friday, able
to recover me from my Aflonsifbment ! I felt,
as the sz:ﬁles, when st was told them the
8 Lord bad rifen, they conld nok believe, through
. | | * ¢ Feay
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The PreFACE: v

“Fear:und great Joy! My Reverend Bre~
¢ thren, and Self, were like thofe that dreamx
¢ The. FLord bath dme great Things for us,
v whereof we are glad (Pf, 126.) This re-

« ligious Concern was not begun by the ordi-

~

nary Mean of Preaching, or promoted by
any alarming Methods, yet fome were ready
to fink under its Weight ; it [pread like the
increafing Light of the Morning, a wife
‘and gractous Providence, bad brought about
¢ a Concurrence of different Incidents, which
* Zended to engage them to Thoughtfulnefs about
their Souls*; thefe Things, viewed in Con-
* nection, manifeft the Finger of God. The
¢ Freenefs of whefe Grace appears by eonfi-
$ dering, that a little” before this merciful

A A w

a
.

* Vifitation, fome of the Youth bad given a -

¢ greater Loofe fo their Corruptions, than
¢ was-common among them ; a Spirit of Pride
¢ and Contention - prevailed, to the great
* Grief, and almoft Difcouragement of tha
* worthy PRESIDENT. There was little or

ne.

¥ The Incidents (refered to by my Brother) were efpe-
tially thefe, viz. Scveral Letters refpefting the Neceffity and
Exceliency of internal Relivion, fent to fome of the Stadents,
with pra&ical Bosks of like Tendency : The Sicknefs of one
of the Scholars, in the College ; his being awakemed out of
Security, at that Time, and fpeaking to others ; together .
‘with other Students fpeaking to thofe about them concerning
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< no Motion of the Paffions in the Preachers,
“ during their public Performances, nor any
public Difcourfes in the Hours albotted for,

tudy, only at Morning and Evening Pray-
ers, fome plain and brief feriptural Exbort-
ations and Diretions (proper to Perfons
under  [piritual Trouble) were delivered s
Bcfore I came away, feveral Perfons received
Jome Thing like the Spirit of Adaption ;
¢ being tenderly affected with a Senfe of re-
¢ deeming Love, and thereby determined to
¢ endeavour afier univerfal Holinefs. T can~
"¢ not fully reprefent this glorious Work, it
< will Lear your moft enlarged Apprebenfions
‘ of a Day of Grace; let God bave all the
¢ Glory! It was indeed to me as a Tree of
¢ Life, yea st is fiill to my Soul, as though
¢ T had feen the Face of God I’

THE bearer of Prayer, excited di-
vers Members of that Society to vebement
Wreftlings, for an Effufion of facred Influ-
énce on tbe Students, that bereby they might
be prepared, as polithed Shafts, #o promote,
with all the Ardor of their Souls, the truly
noble Irzerefls of the Redeemer’s Kingdomz
Tbis believing Importunity did not  continue
dong, before Jehovah rent the Heavens, and came
down, cnd brought Salvation with bim to that
Houfe : Tbis Prodigy of Grace, excited bigh

- Admiratiog,

A A & & &~
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Admiration, grateful Love, and exceedin
Joy, in thofe Bofoms, that bad been oppreﬁ‘eﬁ
with Concern for the COLLEGE, in its fe-
cure State! Thefe Meafures which the all-
wife God. ufed, to begin and carry on this glo~"
ricus Work of bis Grace, were peculiarl
adapted, and therefore probably defigned, to
Slence unreafonable Cavils againft it ! Divers
Perfons, worthy of Credst, affure us, that the
aforefaid religious Concern, bas been followed
with fuch Efte&s, as give Ground to Hope,
8t bas and will iffue in the faving Converfion,
of a confiderable Number of the Scholars!
Bleffed be God for this Benefit, fo pregnant
with Mercies 20 the Community ; for bereby
Salt #s caft into the Spring, that falutary
Streams may flow out, to Water this Wil-
dernefs, and make it bloflorn as the Refe!
Tbe Truth is, a gracious God has interpofed,
$n Favour of this Infant-Seminary, by @
Sertes of furprizing Events!--If was begun
without One Farthing of @ Fund 0 fupport
§t, or any Probability of obtaining one ;--after
waiting many Years, divine Providence pro-
cured a Royal Charter, and provided valua-
ble Benefations, om both Sides the Atlantick
(in the Midf of Contempt and Oppofition)
Jufficient to ere®, and mear finith, the mof
Jpacious STRUCTURE om the Continent (

- Aeen@ure grand gnd able in Profpect, and

pecubiarly
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peculiarly adapted 1o anfwer the Ufe defigned)

and to carry on, in a good Degree, the im- .
portant Purpofe of the Inftitution §: Matters .

being  brought this Length, not by buman

Policy, but by the Arm of Jenovam, it

pleafed the divine MajEsTY, fo add this
crowning Inftance of immerited Benignity,
viz. To bonour and beautify, by a fingular
Manifeflation of bis Prefence and Grace, the
-Houfe HE bad built, by an extraordinary‘
Providence /' May Almghty GO D grac-
oufly keep Poffeffion of bis own Houfe, in all

future Time, and make it by bis continued

Influence, a diffufive and durable Blefing to

the' Church and State! As this Seminary,
Jacred to Learning and Piety, refembles that
of HaLL, in Saxony, 1n refpeét of its Rife,
Progrets, and Influence, may it do fo like-
wife in refpect-of Duration; and of this, in-
deed, the aforefaid Smiles of Heaven, are
#ncouraging Omens --Since the Day of God’s

& Sceing a piows Minifry are exceeding neceflary to
peeferve Foundation Principles, and promote ‘$ital Religion,
and that piows Yomwths of a promifing Genius, are ofien found
smong the poorer SoRT, who are not able to give thema
Uibeval Education, which is neceflary to qualify them for

.public Service ; it is hoped that fome who have at Heas,
the Profperity of Ziow, will contribute to the Support of
fuch: A Fund of this Kind is already begun in this Cok-

- dege, by gemerows BesefaBioms from Great Britain, but a8
-yet unequal to the Necefities of the Churches hoas s

o e A ap——



The PReFact. ix

Power at. the College, my Brother's Congre=
ion ar Freehold, bas.been favoured with
an almoft equal Shower of Blefling !-- Having
preached ¢ Number of the folmwing Sermons,
at the College, in the Seafon before men-
tioned, the greater Part of that Society, ma-
nifefled a Defire of their Publication’; which,
with the Defires of others, and Hope:of thety
being ufeful, induced me to publifb Propofals
Jor their Impreffion ; Iwas the rather inclined
bereto, by confidering that when I compofed
and delivered them, st pleafed a gracious God
Zo Favour the meanef of bis Servants, with
the quickening Influences of bis boly Spirit,
Jor divers Months, in an uncommon Degree
(adored be bis Nemé) and to blefs them to
Jome of my own Congregation; previons fo
that memorable divine Effufion af Nassav-
Hair | And the calamitous State of our
Country, and Nation, was an additional
Incentive ; to ferve which, in Sincerity, ss
the noblefp Ambition, and yields the higheft
Pleafure to a generous Mind!—-I am [orry
4 cannot [peak better for fo great a MASTER,
and in fo good a CAUSE, but be gracioufly
accepts fincere Endeavours : Therefore to bim,
I burmbly Dedicdre thefe SERMOQNS, and.
b smplore’

S A Kb
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smplore bis Blefing on them, in tba prgﬁmf,
. and fucceeding Times. -

GILBERT TENNENT.

PHILADELPHIA,
~ 0&. 290, 1757.

THE
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‘ sz'gz'ﬂal Righteou[nefs ;

A
SERMON.
GEN. 1.- 27. Ged cregted Man in bis owh
Jmage.

ERE is an Account of the
Creation of Man, in which
three Particulars are remarka-

ble, viz. The Time, Author,

and Manner. And,
1f}, As to the sz, it was on the Sixth
Day after the other Creatyres were made,
then Man was formed, to be as it were the
End and Compend of them; in him God
defigned peculiarly to manifeft the Glory of
his Wifdom, Meccy, and Juftice : There
was a Sort of a Climax er Gradation in
the Works of Creation, from Things lefo

perfe& to Things more fo; Man, the no+
bleft -




xxit  Original Righteoufnefs.

bleft Creature of this lower World, was
made laft, that the Glory ot God, appear-
ing in his other Works, might be declared
by him, who was fitted for that Defign
He was made when all Things were pre-
pared for his Entertainment and Delight,
that fo he might be the more induced to
celebrate the divine Praife, for fo diftin-
guithing a Benefit. But,

2d, TuEe Author of his Creation, was
the hol Trinity, Threein One, and One in
Three ; and God faid Jet us make Man. The
Word faid, being in the fingular Number,
thews the Unity of God’s Effence, and. the¢:
Word Godf, being.in tae Plural, fhews a
Plurality of Perfons in the Godhead But,

3d, THE Manner of Man’s Creation was,
lﬁ: With Council; let us make Man. The
Narratlve of this is introduced, with a ma-
pifet DiftinGtion from the Reft of the
Creation Works : Hitherto only a Word of:
- Command had been given for producing the
other. Works ; and God faid, let - there be:

Light, and there was Light, &c. But now:

a; Council is called, when. Man. is to be.
formed; who, under Gop, was the Scope;,
of. the Reft. Some pretend, that God;
f};cak,u here, after the Manner,of Princes,
ity the plural Number, who_ufe. to fay, we..

will, and require, &¢. But hereto. it! mabzg‘

L. Ebbim.

"
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be replied, that this is only the Invention
and Pra&ice of latter Times, and no ways
agrees with the Simplicity of the firft Ages,
or the Cuftom of the Hebrews. The Kings
of Ifrael, ufed to fpeak of themfelves in the
fingular Number, 2 Sam. 2. 28. and elfe-
where, and fo did the Egflern Monarchs
too; Ezra 6.8. I, Darius, make a Decree.
Ezra 7. 21. I, even I, Artaxerexes, tbe
King, do make a Decree. It is therefore
unreafonable to thruft the Ufages of modern
Stile, into the facred Scriptures: Befides
the Lord doth generally fpeak of himfelf
in the fingular Number, fome few Places
excepted, which are defigned to fignify the
Myftery of the Trinity; as particularly,
Gen. 3. 22. The Lord [aid; the Man is be-
come as one of wus; which fhews that theré
are more Perfons than one in the Godhead.
Man was to be a Creature, different from
all that had been hitherto made, Fleth and
Spirit, Heaven and Earth, muft be united
in him: He muft be allied to both Worlds, |
and therefore the Almighty (as it were) -
calls a Council to the making of him; to
reprefent to us his fuperior Excellency, as
well as the Care of God concerning himi.
AND, 2d, Man was made in God's [nage;
end after bis Likenefi; thefe two Words
import the fame Thing (Gen.- §. 3:) dnd
ceprefent
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reprefent to us the exat Likenefs to God
that was in Man originally; he was certain-
ly a nearer Refemblance, than any other
of the vifible Creatures, but yet there cver
was, and ever will be, an infinite Diftance °
between God and him, in refpeé't of Dignity
and Excellency, CHRIST only 75 the exprefs
Image of the Fatber’s Perfon, being of the
fame Nature with him: Man i1s God’s
Image only, as the Shadow in the Glafs,
or the King’s Imprefs upon the Coin. Now
the Image of God in Man, was Three-
fold, vsa. Natural, Moral, Political. And
18, The natural Image of God in Man,
confifts in the Nature and Faculties of the
Soul : The Nature of the Soul was and ftill
is Spiritual, Simple, Inviﬁblc, Immortal,
which Properties, do in fome Meafure,
refemble the Spirituallity, Simplicity, &c:
of the fupream Being : Befides, the Facul-
ties of the Soul, vsz. Underftanding, Will,
and a&ive Power, do refemble the Mind,
Will, and Power of God ; add to this, that
a Variety of*Faculties in one and the fame
Soul, feem to fhadow forth a Plurality of
Perfons in the divine Effence ; fo that the
Soul, confidered in the aforefaid Faculties,‘
is, perhaps, the brighteft Looking-Glafs in
Nature, wherein we may, in fome Sort,
bﬂhOld God. .

' . 2d,
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2d; The political Image of God confifts
in that Authority and Power of Government
over the lower Creation which God gave
to innocent Man ; wnd let them bave Domi-
nion over the Fifb of the Sca, and cver the -

Fowls of the Air, and over all the Earth, and
over every creeping Thing that creepeth on the
Earth. The Almighty made innoceat Man
‘his Vice-Roy upon Earth; he gave him
Authority to ufe the inferior Creatures for:
‘his Support and Cemfort, and to ' receivé
Homage from them: An Evidence of this
was their coming to -him, "and receiving
Names from him as their Lord. Now the
Foundation of this Deminion, was the free
Gift of God the Creator, as appsars from
the Words before -recited, the reafonable-
nefs of which is manifeft from the Super-
eminence of Man’s Nature to the. other
Creatures over which . he was to prefide; it
was fit that that which was lefs ‘perfedt,
fhould fubmit to that which was more per-
fe@. And the Mean by which this Do~
minion was brought to pafs, was the Pro-
vidence of God, by which all the Creatures
had a Faculty and Inclination to obey Man:
And doubtlefs, the End was God’s Glory,
that as Man had received all from God, fo
. he fhould refer all the Homage and. Ser-
vice he got from the Creatures to him. But,
d 34,

®
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3d, THuE moral Image of God confifts ity

a babitual Conformity of all the Powers of
the - Soul to the whole Will of God, which’
Solomon calls Uprightnefs ; or, in thofe divine
Gifts of Knowledge, Righteoufnefs, and Ho- .
linefs, which were poflefled by them ; the
Mind was adorned with Wifdim, or the
- Knowledge of Things, divine and human,
which appeared in our firft Parents giving
Names to all the living Creatures, fuited
to their Natures, and in his knowing, at
firft Sight, that Eve was formed out of a
Rib of his Side ; and indeed, without Wif«
dom, he would have been unfit to govern
the Creatures, unfit to take Occafion from
them, %o glorify the Creator, and fo unfit
for the Ufe defigned him, and confequently
Evil: Surely therefore the Mind of Adam
had a true and clear Knowledge of divine -
Things, without Error or Miftake; his
Will alfo was pliant to the Will ot God,
without the leaft Relu@ance; Holinefs to~
wards God, and Righteoufnefs towards
Man, poflefled the Will (Epb. 4. 24.) by
which it was difpofed to defire what was
good, and to receive what was -true; and
thus, Adam not only acknowledged and
loved his-Creator, but was inclined to ex-
ercife a Dominion only, and not a Tyranny
: over-



over the Creatpres fubjeGted to him: And
his Affzétions were regular, free from inor+

dinate Appetite, ready to obey the Conduct -

of his Mind ; his Thoughts were free from
Vanity, and eaﬁl fixed upon the beft Ob-
jects ; thus bcauuful and harmamous was
the orngmal State of Man! -

* Now, Original Righteoufnefs confifted i in,.

or {prung from all the aforefaid Particulars ;

it is. called Rngteoaﬁzg(}, in a large Senfe,
forafmuch as it fignifies the babitual Confor--
mity of the whole Masn to Gop and his

Law; it is termed Orxgmal becaufe it was
confered on Adam, as a public Perjbn, or

upon the whole human Nature in him ;-
from whom it would have been propagated.

to all his Offspring, if he had ftood. It is
likewife called Original, by Way of Di-
ftinGion, from all that aGual Holinefs,
which has been fince confered upon any of
Adem’s Offspring. Original Righteoufnefs

was. no Subffance, as ILLIRIcUs dreamed,-

but a Quality ; which was, as it were, dif-

fufed through all the Subftance, and there-

fore it was common to Soul and Body, to
the Mind, .Will, and Affections ; by this

Man had a Capacity of Subjetion to

God, and of perfifting in Obedience to

him; fo that he was not obliged by any -
P d 2 , Neccﬁ'ity :

Original Righteofuefic ~ xx¥% 11
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Neceflity of Nature, to rebel againt God
~ and ruin himfelf.

IT is a very abfurd and dangerous 0p1-
nion, which fome entertain, from the Abufe
of that Paflage of the Apoftle Peter, where
we are faid to be Partakers of the divine
.Nature, that Original Righteoufnefs, con-~
fifted in Man’s havmg a Part of the diviné
‘Being ; for, as this fuppofes the Almighty
“to be divifible, fo it makes Man equal to
his Maker, both which are blafphemous 3
all therefore that is intended by the Phrafe,
is that good People do partake of holy Dif-
pofitions, refembling the moral Excellen-
cies of febovab, but it thould be flill re-
membered, that all the PerfeGtions of Crea-
tures, are finite, dependant, variable;-«
whereas thofe of God, are independant,
invariable, infinite.

Tux Scriptures pofitively declare, that
Man was made originally upright, Eclef. 7.

29. Yea good, very good, Gen. 1. 31. But
how could this be, unlefs he had that ha~.
-bitual moral Goodnefs, which is proper
to. Min, and neceffary to -enable him to
leve and obey his Creator ; furely fuch as
the Tree is, fuch are its Fruits, Mat. 7. 18.

FAaRTHER, our being renewed after God
(by Converfion) in Knowledge, Righteouf-
nefs, and Holmefs, Coll. 3 10. Epb. 4. 23,

24.
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24. neceffarily fuppofes, that the Image of
God confifts therein, and that this was
- Man’s omgmal State. It is reafonable to
conclude, from the Wifdom, Goodnefs,
and Purity of God, that Man was made
perfect in his Kind, as well as the Angels,
Fobn 8. 44. Fud. 6 Ver. But how could
- this be, if he wanted Wifdom, Righteou(~.
nefs, and Holinefs ? ‘And indeed, fecmg the
Want of Holinefs in a rational Creature is
Sin, if Man was made fo, God would be
the Author of Sin.---The Diforder of the
Fleth, or Law of the Members, warrin
againfl the Law of the Mind, the Apoftle
calls Sin, Rom. 7. 20, 23. Now if this
was con-created with Man, the Almighty
would be the Author of Sm, which is as
abfurd, as blafphemous to imagine, of in-
finite Pefe&ion, and abfolute Purity !

ADpAM’s being made a little lower than the
Angels, his free Accefs to God before his
Apoftacy, the Fear and Shame he difcovered
immediately after it, and his Expulfion
from Eden on Account of it, evidently fup-
pofe, that he originally enjoyed God’s mo-
ral Image. Farther,

WE are informed, that Mun was made
Male and Female, and this was doubtlefs
for the Comfort of human Life, and the
Propagation of the human Race. Adem

was
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o was firft formed, which {hcws the Prehcs

minence of. his Sex, 1 Tim. 2. 11. His
Body was formed of the Duft of the Ground,
which is indeed 3 humbling Conﬁderatlon,
Duft we are, and unto Duff we muf? foon
return; the Woman was formed of a Rib of
the Side of the Man, to thew the near Rela-
tion, and tender AffeGion which fhould
fubfit between them, Maf. 19. 5. God
made but one Male and Female, that all
Nations being of cne Blwd, Defcendants
from one Stock, might thereby be enduced
to love each other, and likewife to thew -
the Unlawfuines of Divorce at Fleafure,
< Mat. 19. 4, §. God having made cur firf}
Parents, pronounced a B/f'/’:‘-pg upon them,
in Virtue of which, -their Pofterity were to
extend to the utmoft Corners of the Earth;

and continue to the final Period of Time.
BuT before I proteed to the Improves
ment of this Subje&, let me obferve fome-
- what upon the two conftituent Parts of the -
compound Man, viz. his Bedy and Souly
and, 1ft, As to the Body, I may fay, with
the Pfalmift, that it is wonderfully made, if
we confider its ere& Stature, Symetry, o
Ufe; while the Beafts have a groveling
Afpe@, Manis fo formed that he can with
Eafe contemplate the Heavens whence he
has derived his Original, and fuch is the
4 Symetzy
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Symetry of the Parts of a human Body, that
Architetls refer all their Workmanthip to
be tried by it, as a Rule. Befides, the
Parts are in their Form and Situation, not

only fitted for Beauty, but for all Kinds of

Operations, natural, moral, and {piritual &
Add to this, the amazing Varsety in human
Faces, where the Compafs is fo fmall, the

Parts, Figure, and Colour the fame (which -

is neceffary to preferve the Honour and
Comfort of focial Life, and prevent out
Degenerating into a Herd of Beatts.) The

Prefervation of natural Heat, for fo long &°

Time, without inflaming the tender Inter«
nals ; the Circulation of the Blood, fcreen=
ing the noble Parts, from the Ignoble, by
the Diaphragma, and from external Injuries,
by a ftrong Inclofure.

THe Body of Man being formed, it
pleafed God to infufe into it an immortal
Soul (Gen. 2. 7,) which as to its Nature,
is an immaterial, incompleat Subftance, en<
dowed with Underftanding and Will, which
- by its Union with the’ Body, is the Caufe
of a three-fold Life to Man. And, ift, It
is a Subflance, not a mere Thought, as Car«
defe imagined, becaufe Thought is an A&i-
on, which prefuppofes an Agent’; it appears
likewife to be a Subftance, becaufe it {ubfifts
aftee the Death of the Body. 2d, It is

' ' '~ immatersal,

e

e
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§mmaterial, which is evident from its Opes

rations, it perceives immaterial Things, and
that after an immaterial Manner, by com=
paring one Thing with another, and infer-
ing one Thing from another. 3d, It is
incompleat, in refpet of its being ordained
for, and difpofed to a Union with the Body,
as a Part of the Compound ; by which, it
differs from the Being of Angels. 4th, It
is endowed with certain Faculties of Un=
derftanding and Will, by which it perceives
what is true, and embraces what is good.
sth, By its Union with the Body, it is the
inftrumental Caufe of that manifold. Life
which Man lives, viz. 1ft, Vegetative; by
which we are nourithed, grow, and pro-
pogate our Kind. 2d, Senfitive; by which
we difcern and judge of fenfible Things,
by the Help of the Five outward Senfes,

Hearing, &c. as well as of the three inward, .

wiz. Common Senfe, Fancy, and Memory.
3d, Rational; by which we difcern fpi=
ritual Objects, and are able to reafon about
them. On the Account of that three-fold
Life mentioned, the Soul is termed the
Spirit of Lives, Gen. 2. 7. It may be far-
ther obferved, that the compound Man
was fo made; as to have no dire& Ten«
- dency to a Diffolution, he would have been
preferved for ever from Death, had hé not

finned 3
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finned ; and therefore Death is threatened -
as the Reward of Sin, Eze¢k. 18. 20.
.- I NEED not add, that the Defign of Man's
Creation, was doubtle(s the Glory of the
great God ; for that was the End of all
his Works, Prov. 6. 4. The ftupendous
Workmanthip of GOD, throughout the
vaft Univerfe, was fummed up in Man, asa
Compend of the Whole! Man was fitted
with a Capacity to Experience the Goodnefs
of all the Creatures in him{elf, and to return
_.to God the Glory of it. DBut I haften to
the Improvement. And,
- 1ft, Tur Confideration of our Creation,
fhould invite our Gratitude to our Creator, °
becaufe he has made us, whom he conld
have left in the State of Nothing ;- and °
efpecially, becaufe he ‘adorned us with his
Image, hereby dnﬁmgudhmg us from, and
advancing us above all the lower Creation,
and that out of pure and unexcited Affe@ion
towards us. How holy, and how happy
was the original State of Man, he was not
only conformed to the divine Narure, but
had the Enjoyment of the divine Love, in
Confequence thereof ; both Body and Soul
were beautified with fingular Endowments,
and enriched with a Variety of Homours and
Delights! O therefore let us efteem, love,
and ferve our great, our good Creator, let
. u
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us remember him- from our early Age,
Ecle. 12, 1. let us fpeak of his Goodnefs,
fubje® ourfelves to his Government, and
refer our All to his Glory : This is juft,
for God has abfolute Dominion over us, he
is our Potter; this is grateful, for febovah
is our Benefa&or; this is reafonable, be-
caufe he is a Being of infinite Excellency, .
and hereby we are like to obtain his Favour,
Pf 103. 13,
2d, THe Thoughts of Man’s original
State, may excite us to bewail our prefent
apoftate Condition, Tbe Crown is fallen from
our Heads, woe is us that we bave finned :--
Our antient Conformity to God, and Com-
‘munion with him, are now loft, and mani-
fold Diforders have {eized our whole Frame;
‘the original Crafis of the- Humours of our
Bodies is broken, and now they are expofed
to all Manner of Difeafes and Deaths, of
various Form! Darknefs poflefles our Minds,
- Obftinacy our Wills, and great Irregularity
our Affetions ; we who were at firft Lords
of the inferior Creatures, are now become
Slaves to them! we are deprived of the:
Sweets of the divine Love by Sin, and ex-
pofed to the dreadful Difpleafure of our
Creator! (Epb. 2. 3.) O therefore let us
bitterly bewail our prefent woeful State ! If
Rackael, when banifhed with her Chil?rrcn, :
- om
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from the Jew:fb Country, and carried Gap-
tive to the Babylonifh Borders, did (o lament
a [mall Mifery, that the refufed to be com-
forted, fhall not we lament, who are ba-
nithed from Paradife, difrobed of Innocence,
- berieved of Happinefs, and thruft into a

State of the moft miferable Captivity, by
" our own Default! N
3d, THE Thoughts of our primitive. Ex-
cellency and Happinefs, fhould excite us
with all Earneftnefs to feek the Recovery
of it. Let us remember whence we are
fallen, and do our firft Works ; it will not
avail us to_cry, O miferable qun ! without
this be added to it, who fhall deliver me 2
If the Woman that loft the Piece of Silver,
light a Candle, fwept the Houfe, and fought
diligently for it till the found it; fhall not
we be diligent, who have loft our All at a.
Stroke, efpecially confidering that there is
great Hopes of our obtaining it, in the Way
of humble and unwearied Labour; and
furely the Good we feek, will infinitely
over-ballance our Pains in Queft of it! It
may be recovered in Part in this Life, X
Regeneration and Juftification, and wi
Advantage in the Life to come, by eternal
Glerification. But how fhould we feek it?
ift, By lamenting our Lofs, and efpecially
Sin, the Caufe of it! 2d, By embr'acit;lg
. e 2 the

e e ree——— - -
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the Redeemer by a living Faith, who' is:
the meritorious Caufe of our Reftoration,
that fo we may be united to him, and made:
compleat in him. 3d, By earncft and un-
wearied Labours, let us feek Conformity to
Gad, let us work out the Work of our Salva«
~ tion, knowing that we fLall reap, if we faint.
not: To our Labours let us add many.
Sighs and Groans, for Freedom from the
Bondage of Corruption, that we may be
brought into the glorious Liberty of the
Sons of God, Rom. 8. 19, 25. And,

4th,” SEEING that there be yet in fallen
Man, fome remains of the divine Image,
not only of the Natural .and Political, but
even of the Moral, viz. Some Light in
the Underftanding, . to diftinguith between
moral Good and Evil, and fome Propenfion
to moral Good ; let us beware that we do
‘not deface them more than they have been
‘by the original Trefpafs, left we be guilty
of the boldeft Rebellion, againft the moft
fovereign Authority, as well as the bafeft
Ingratitude, againft the kindeft Mercy !
Left we commit the greateft Cruelty againft
ourfelves, by robbing our Souls of every
Thing that is valuable, by expofing our-
felves to the divine Judgments, and that
for a Thing of Nought, 1 Cor. 3. 17. If

any Man difile the Temple of Gad, bim fball
| | God
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God defirov. The Apoftie Poul informs us,
that the Genzile Philofophers were given up

to vile AffeGions, becaufc when they knew

God, they glorified bim not as God, Rom. 1.

Now his Image is defaced, by every Filthi-

nefs of the Fleth and ,Spirit, efpecially by
Pride, Unbelief, Difobedience, Ingratitude,
Gluttony; by thefe our firft Parents de-

{poiled themfelves and us, of their native,

Dignity and Beauty, and brought us to that
Mifery which we daily feel.
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AGE 74. Line 1. read, of ene.

Page 149. Line 6. read, ay.
Page 169. Line 28. read, Place.
Page 211. Line ult. read, and.
Page 235. Line 1. read, Situation.
Page 248. Line §. read, banifhed.
Page 248. Line 27. read, fo.
Pagc 354 Line 7. read, turpiffimus.
Page 407. Line 21. read, own.
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"SERMON L

Rom. v. 12.  Wherefore as by one Man Sin
" entered into the World, and Death by Sin -
and fo Death paffed upon all Men, for that
all bave finned. ’

~

' \ORASMUCH as Reafon and
' Experience teach us, that we are
,, (in a moral Refpe@®) difeafedy .
and feeing; according to the Reve- -
lation GOD has gracioufly given us, a Phy-
fician is provided to heal this Difeafe; it
muft therefore be of the laft Importance to’
know its Nature and Extent; that we may
- be fuitably affected therewith, . and apply to
the great Phyfician in earneft for a Cure,
without the leaft Delay; which unlefs we
do, we are not like to obtain any Benefit by -
his Blood ; for the Whole need ne Phyfician,
but the Sick ; and many fball feek to enter intd
the Kingdom of God, and not be able. ..
. B > Now

Y
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Now the dangerous and mortal Diszase

we labour under, is Six; which is twos

fold, viz. OriciNaL and ACTUAL; it is
the former of thefé that the Text under our
prefent Confideration treats; to uﬁdcr{ﬁaud
which, let it be confidered ; that the Apo-
ftle is therein comparing the Firft and Se-
cond Adam, in refpe of the World’s being
corrupted by the cne, and reftored by the
other.

WEHEREFORE it is as if the Apoftle had

faid, feeing Things are foin refpect of the
Benefits received by Chrift, as I have re-
prefented in the preceeding Verfes, then it

is evident that what was loft by Adam, is_

reftored by CurisT: This he proceeds to
illuftrate, by fhewing particularly what the
- Lofs was, which we fuftain by our firft Pa-

rents Trefpafs, both in refped of Integrity-

and Happine(s; by one Man Sin entered inte
~“the World, and Death by Sin ; here cbferve,

~ that Man is the Parent of Corruption; altho’

the Devil finned before Man, yet he did not

Sin to Man, but to himfelf; he was indeed

‘the Procurer of Man’s Sin by his Tempta-'

- tions, but not the Commiitter of it; and

therefore it was not from his Seduction, but -

Man’s Tranfgreffion, that Sin entered into

7 the World,

o P U3 SO




~or Original Sin confidered. 3

BuT who was this Man? 4. Apam, and
Eve; though thefe were two in refpe@ of
Sex, yet they were but one by Nature and
Mariage ; Eve began the Sin, and Adam
finifhed it ; nor does it pafs to Pofterity till
it be finithed (Gen.ii. 17.) But why is not -
Eve named ? A. Becaufe the Hebrews do not
cite Genealogies by Women, and becaufe .
Adam was conftituted the Parent and Prin-
cipal of the human Race, and was one
with Eve, not only ceconomically but na-
turally; for fhe was made out of him, and
depended upon him : But why is one pre-
cifely named ? 4. That it might appear the
better, that of one Blood all Nations have
proceeded, and efpecially that Chrif the
fecond Adam, might be the more conveni-
ently oppofed to the firft.
SIN entered; the Word is not taken hese
improperly, for the Punifhment of Sin, as
itis in fome other Places of Scripture, but' -
properly for moral Impurity, becaufe it is -
diftinguifhed from Death, from Punithment;
Sin entered into the World, and Death by Sin :
Sin is fpoken of in the fingular Number, as
itis frequently in the following Verfes, to
fhew that one Sin of our firft Parents paffed
to their Pofterity ; one Sin of Adsm only
was natural, the reft were perfonal: But
-what was that one Sin of which the Apoftle
- B2 _ fpeaks 2
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fpeaksP .4 It was.that a&ual Sin, whlch
our firlt Parents committed by eating the
forbidden Fruit,and the Guiit thereof which
" are charged upon Adam’s Pofterity, becaufe
. the Prohib: txoa did not refpect him only, "
but them alfo whom he reprefented thisis =~
commonly called original Sin imputed; to-
gether with the Polution confequent there-
" upon, confifting in a want of criginal Righte-
oufnefs, and Propenfity to all Evil 5 this has
'ﬁalned the whole human Nature, as both
~ Scripture and fad Experience witnefs; and
from this fatal Fountain all acual Evils
flow; this Polution or Depravity, is com- -
monly called Original Sin inherent, -
- Now.the Apoftle affures us, that this
Sin of Adam has entered into the World ;
by the Word World, we are to anderftand
all the Inhabitants of the 'World, or all
. Men, as the Apoftle himfelf exprefles it,
- . in' the followmg Part of the Verfe: The
© 'Thing containing, is put for the Perfons.
contained, by a ufiral Metonimy ; but how
did Sin enter into the World ? I anfwer,not
by Imitation, for then it would not pafs
upon thofe, that had not finned after the
Similitude of Adam’s Tranfgreﬁion, which
the Scriptures affure us it did: It therefore
entered into the World at firft by the Tref~
2afs of our firft Parents, and is therein con--

~ tinually © -

-

. N
e e
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tinually propagated by natural Generation ;
as appears by the next Words of the Tex:,
and fo Death paffed upon all Men. What .
Death? 4. All that Death which was op-
pofed, to the three-fold Life that Man en-
joyed, while in a State of Innocence, v7x.
Natural, Spiritual, Eternal. This Inter-
retation, the Law of Contraries, and z‘nde-g
finite Form of Expreflion give Ground for.

Now furely the Punifhment conid no:
pafs upon all, without the Caufe theroo:
the Sin together with it ; for the Jud;c
all the Earth muit needs do right : A
hence we may learn, that Original Sis i=
propagated . after the fame Manner, th¢’

. Death is, viz. by natural Generation ; Iv iP
are begotten finful, and fo by confequence:
mortal, for by Sin came Death.

In the following Words of the Text, we
have an Account,of the reafon of the Propa-
gation of Sin and Death to all Mankind, and
it is this, for that all bave finned ; fome ren-.
der the Words, Epb o, in which,and fo thefe
Words are taken in many Places of Scrip-
ture, Rom. 1. 2, 3. 8. 3. Mat. 18. 5. and
divers other Places which it is needlefs
to mention ; and that it is to be taken fo in
our Text, the Apoftle informs us, by that
parallel Place of Scripture, 1 Cor. 15. 22. for

as in Adam all die, ﬁ n Cbr ift all /baII be

made
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made alme : This facred Paﬂ'agc is a preg-
‘nant Proof, that Adam was a Reprefentative
of his whole Pofterity, and' it may be ob- ..
ferved, "that the aforefaid Words are fo ren- -
“dered in “the Margin of our Bibles, 1N ..
wroM : Butif our Tranflation be retained, it

is much to the fame Senfe, for if the Wages
of Sin be Death and fuch do die, as never

committed actual Sin themfelves, as Infants
do; then it will follow neceffarily, that

* they finned in this one Man, in whofe Loins

they were; as Levz,is faid to have paid .

Tithes in the Loins of Abram (Heb. 7. g.)

" and hence it - is as-exprefly and categorically

afferted, in the following Verfes (viz. 15.
and 18) as any Thing can be, that by zhe

Offence of one many are Dead, and that by
the Offence of one,’ j‘udgmmt came on all to

Condemnation.

. Tuis apoftolical Conclufion, viz. that by -
. the Offence of one, fudgment' bas come upon -
" all Men to Condemnation, or,in other Words,
- that the Guilt of Adam’s Sin is imputed to

all his Offspring, is the important Point,

that I would effay to evince in this Dxfcourfc, g
by Scripture and Reafon, and to anfwer Ob-
je€tions to the contrary ; but previous there-"
to, ‘give me Leave to offer fome Confidera-

tions, that tend to caft nght upon the la-
bouring Sub_]e& .

HERE g

o T It 'V'V‘V(W'\'xj
B
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HEeRre let it be obferved, that there: are
two Things confiderable in Sin, wviz: its
Guilt and Polution, the former binds us to
fuffer Punitfhment while Impenitent; by the
Threatning annexed to the Violation of the

Law, wviz. that the Soul that finneth fball die,
which divine Juftice and Truth are engaged

to iffue; but the latter, wsz. the Polution of

Sin, degrades and corrupts the Soul, by

making it (in its general Temper and Dif= .

pofition) contrary to Gop’s Nature and
Law; the firft is removed by Juftification,

through the Righteoufnefs of CHrIsST; im=

puted and received by Faith ; and the latter
by Regeneration and San&ification, where-
by pious Principles or Habits are infufed and
confirmed, through the blefled Influence of
the Holy Spirit, co-operating with the Means
of Grace, and Dealings of Providence ¢
" Both thefe Graces are neceflary to Salvation,
the one to give a Title to it, and the other
to make us meet to enjoy it; and though

they are different,- yet they are infeparable; -

all that are juftified by Faith, are regene-
rated and fanétified by the Holy Spirit; for
that Faith which juftifies; purifies the Heart,
and works by Love. In order to make what
I have now offered eafy to be un,derﬁ'ood,
by thofe that.are weak and ignorant, give

me Leave to ufe this humble Simile, wiz.

fuppofing
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{:ppofing a Leprous Perfon was condemns=

¢4 to be burnt for fome atrocious Crime;

¢he Prince’s Pardon would not cure the

i.cprofy, no, there muft be another Sort of

Nicdicine ufed to that Purpofe. N ,
Lur whatis Sin ? T anfwer in the Words

cf the Apoftle obm, that it is a Trarfgreffion -

of the Law, or a bemg without the Law,;

cr not conformed to it; thefe Things the

original Word anomia, fignifies,

A Law in general may be thus de-
fcribed,- wiz. that itis a Rule of Things to
be done, and avoided, enated by compe-

tent Authority, and enforced by the Sanc=

tion of Rewards and Punithments.

'Fae Law of Gobp in this, dlﬁ‘grsufrom .
~ the Laws of fecular Princes, that it pre- .

fciibes Limits to the Temper and A&s of

the Mind, as well as to the Speech and
overt A@ions of the Life: For the Mind
is the ‘Man, the internal Principles that
‘Men a& from, as well as their Views and,
Frames in a&ing, are indeed the chlef' '

Things that conflitute the Gooduefs or

Badnefs of Action; and they being all openr

to the Eye of Ged, it is but right, that
the Father of Spirits (from whom ‘the Law

_proceeds) the juft Judge of the Univerfe,
-thould prefcrxbe Rules for; take Cognizance
- of, and'reward or punith them according to
: then' -

L)
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their different Natures, and Degrees of
‘Goodnefs or Malignity : But earthly Poten-
tates having no Knowledge of the Heart,
or Empire over it, are utterly difqualified
for {o, arduous a Province; and the Inten-
tion of -civil Laws being only to preferve
external Order and Right in the. State, if
thefe Things be obfelved its End is an-
fwered : But it is not fo in Refpe& of the
Laws of Gob, there the Spring-and Seope
of A&ion, whxch are concealed from; and

impenetrable to human Cognizance, are -

principally regarded ; there the leaft Difcon=
-formity in the Temper of the Soul; or in
any of its Als, Difpofitions, and Defigns,

-to that perfeét and univerfal Purity the Law

requires of all intelligent Beings, 1s a Tranf{=

greffion of the Limits prefcribed by it; and .

therefore Sin.
THE original right of Power among Men,

arifes either from Generation in Nature; -

Prefervation in War, or focme public Ser-
vice done to Society : Thus the -JurifdiGtjon
and Dominion of Febovah over Mankind,
is founded in his Propriety in them, and

that arifes from his giving to them their Be-
ings, and all their Benefits; - Ifa. 44. 21:

Remember O Iracl, for fthou art my Servant; -
I bdve forined thee.. From hence a {upream

Right of Legiflation naturally iffues; in 4
c , Word;
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Word, Gop’s right to Rule over -us, is
founded on Juftice, for be has made us, and
not we onrfelves, we are the People and Sheep
of bis Paflure; his ablolute Property: Itis
alfo founded on Gratitude and Reafgn, for
from him we have reccived innumera%?e and
very valuable Benefits; and the infinite and
tranfcendant Exceliency. of his Nature de-
ferves 'the “hightft Efteem; and quaiifies
him for fupream Raulé; hence it appears,
that every Sin is ~unjuft, ungrateful, and
Krrational, for it robs God of his Right (of
‘the Homage and Service due to-him) vio
lates the :Laws of -Gratitude, and -flights
tranfcendant Excellency. ~ Now

Tur: Laws of Religion: are: of twoi Kinds,
- wiz. -moral and -pofitive ; the foumer are

 founded “in Reafon and-Equity, -and there-

fore are immutable and perpetual ;- enjoined
. becaufe they “are intrinfically Geod ; but
the latter, viz. pofitive Laws, proceed from
. God’s fovereign Pleafure, without -regard

had to the ‘intrinfic Goodnefs and.Vslae of

“Things, and therefore are -good (ofily be-

caufe they: are enjoined,-and. altersble by ’

- the Authority that enjoined-them, - being in
themfelves indifferent : “An: Example of the
former -we: ‘have -in.’thé meral - Law, and
. of ‘the -latter, inthe Precepts to -abftain

SR T - from

N
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from the Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge |

of Good and Evil.

Man, at his firft Creation, was.fubje&
to the Law.of Nature 3 which contains thefe
Rules or Maxims concerning moral Good
and Evil, which have an intrinfic, invari-
able Equity. in them, and are the Meafure,

Standard, and Scale of the Offices he owes -
to God, his. Newhbour, and himfelt;: This

Law is Holy, as it enjoins an Imitation of
thofe. divine Attributes, which are the
Source. gnd.Pattern of Purity; Juft,as it re-

quires. us to give to every one his Due, and, ,

Good,. as-it recommends Charity and Bene-

ficence, and is profitable to the Obferver of

it; for in keeping this Law, there is a great
Re.ward', even in this Life:

To the Law of Nature, was annexed the
pofitive Precept to abftain from eating the
Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, for im-
portant Reafons, v7z. to manifeft God’s
Sovereignty,, and to try the Creature’s Obe-
dience.

JE,HOVAH bemg the Almxghty Creator, is
of Confequence the abfolute. Proprietor,
and Sovereign Lord of all; and therefore
Man could have but a fecondary right of
Ufe to his Pofleflions, founded on the di-

vine Beneficence, and. limited by his Piea-
fure; for which he is obliged to render
C

2 Homage

i
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Homage: As Princes’ when they give
Eftates to their Subjelts, flill retain the
Royalty, and receive a fmall Rent, which
though inconfiderable in itfelf,” perhaps but
a Barley Corn, is neverthelefs an Acknow-
ledgment of their Sovereignty, and of the
Tenants Dependance on them: Thus it
was in regard of the Tree of Knowledge,
abftaining from.the Fruit thereof, was a
Token of Man’s Subjection to, and Depend-
ance on his great and glorious Sovereign 3
nor could any Thing be better adapted to
try Obedience, than the Prohibition of what
was in itfelf indifferent, and only became
unlawful by the Creator’s Pleafure : For in
this View the Precept had no other Excel-
lency to recommend it, but the Authority

" or Will of God, and therefore to abftain

was pure Obedience to divine Sovereignty,
without any Motive from the intrinfic Ex-
cellency of the Things enjoined, whereby

“the Creature’s natural Liberty wasreffrained.

Tuis Law of Nature being in a great
Degree effaced by the Sin of Man, a new
Edition was given of it upon Mount Sinai,
on Tables of Stone, wrote by the Finger
of Gop himfelf, which is called the moral
Law, becaufe it prefcribes Rules for the

. Condu& of Life, or Regulation of Mens

Manners, and likewife to diftinguifh it from
: Laws
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Laws purely pofitive: I fay, this Law of
Nature, or moral Law, which is the fame
in Subftance, in Conjun&ion with a pofitive
Precept of abftaining from the Fruit of the
Tree of Knowledge, was delivered to our
firt Parents in the Form of a Covenant,
which was ‘a Fruit of -ineffable Wildom
and Goodrefs. - S

For the CoveNANT being mutual be-
tween Gop and Man, as it gave an Affu-
rance of the reward to coroberate his Faith,
fo it was the fureft Bond to preferve his Fi-
dility : It is true, the Precept alone binds
by the Authority that impofes it, but the
Confent of the Creature increafes and en-
dears the Obligation ! B

THE Almighty might have demanded
the Creature’s Obedience to his Sovereign
Pleafure, meerly by way of abfolute Em-
pire; -but he was pleafed to deal with Man
in a more condefcending, engaging Man-
ner, by ufing fuch Arguments to enforce
his Authority, as were adapted to Influence
his Reafon and Ingenuity, his Fear and
Love! . ’ ' -

Now the Terms of the firft Covenant,
my Brethren, are rational, for they eftablith
an infeparable Connedion between Sin and
Ruin exprefly, and between Duty and |
Happinefs implicitly, as appears by the:

Sap&lon. o

,
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Santion, Gen. 2. 17. In the Day thou eateft
thereof, thou fbalt furely die ; in that particu-
lar Species of Sin, the whole Genus was
included, according to the Apoftle’s Expo-
fition ; Gal. 3. 10. Curfed is every ome, that
continueth not in all Things, that are written
in the Book of the Law to do them: The
Death defigned was not only a Diflolution
. of the vital Union between the Soul and
Body, together with all the painful Preludes

. which ufher in this King of Terrors; but

Tikewife a Diffolution of the myftical (or
fpiritual) Union between God and the Soul,
whereby his moral Image, and Communion
in' his Love were loft ; together with a final
Separation from his gracious Prefence for
ever ; under all which our apoftate- Nature
labours : Thus the Law is interpreted by
the Lawgiver, the Soul that Sins fhall die,
Ezek. 18. 4. and elfewhere the 'Apoftle
Paul declares, that Yhe Wages of Sin is Death,

. but the Gift of Gobp eternal Life, through
“Jesus Curist our Lord (Rom. 6. 23.)

[N

Here obferve, that the Apoftle fpeaks of Sin -

indefinitely, without any Reftri¢tion, and
therefore intends every Sin, and fets the
Wages of Sin. (vrz. Death) in- Congraft
with, or Oppofition to eternal Life, and
therefore declares by the Antithefis or Op-

: poﬁgion, that it is Eternal ; and this is ap--

. | plied
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plied in particular to .the Sin of 4dam; in
~ the laft Verfe of the Chapter, from whence
our Text is taken, in thefe memorable
Words; That as Sin reigned unto Deatbh,
even fo might Grace reign through Righteouf-
nefs unto eternal Life, by Jesus CHRIST our
Lord: Now inalmuch as the Miferies con~ -
. fequent- upon our Apoftacy, are in divers
Verfes of this Chapter, fet-in Oppofition:to
the Benefits teceived by Cbrg/i, to reftriét.
.the Word Death:to that which is Temporal
.only, is in Effe@ to deny all the Spiritual
and Eternal Benefits purchafed by ‘the Se-
cond Adam, which is’ {uch -a fhocking: Po-
fition, as tends to overfet at.once the whole
~ -Gofpel, and all :the ‘Chriftrans ‘Hope :and
“Joy! and elfewhere we are informed, ‘that
the Letter killeth, but the.Spirit.giveth Life,
(2.Cor..3..6.) 7. e. the:Law:condemns :the
Sinner “to .eternal ‘Death, ‘but .the Gofpel
gives eternal Life: Was'not:this the Defian
of Chrift's coming into the.:World,: that
: thofe who belidve in bim fhould not perifh, hzt
obtain eternal Life? (Jobn 3.i16.) -
AND indeed it.is highly reafonable,-‘ﬁlat
cternal Death fhould be the Wages of -Sin,
confidering . it oppofes.all the:immenfe:Per-
. fetions-of .the* Deity, and wviolates - all. ‘the
immumerable, endearing and - infinite: Obli-
gatlons .we are Jaid ‘under:to fesve him,. by
Reafon

[
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Reafon. of his Eminence, dnd his Love: If
the Threatning of eternal Punithment, has
but little Influence upon the moft of Men,
how much lefs would that of Temporary ?
And if the Sinner who deferves Death,
thould enjoy Life, without SatisfaGtion made
for his Offence, divine Wifdoem would be
eclipfed, the Rights of Juftice infringed,
- the Purity of Gop difparaged, and his go-
verning Authority infulted-and contemned!
BuT becaufe many have too flight Appre-
‘henfions of the Heinoufnefs of our firft Pa-
rénts Trefpafs, it may not be improper. to
. .obferve, that.the followmg awtul- Ingrc-—
dients are contained in it, wiz.;: -
. 1. UNBELIEF; or Diftruft of GOD, who
:had faid, that-if they Eat of the Fruit of
| .the Tree of Knowledge, they fhould furely
' die; the Truth of which Declaration they
‘queftioned, and fo made God a Liar, as the

-Apoftle Fobri obferves, 1 Jobn 5. 16. thock-

-ing Blafphemy ! As Obedience is the Fruit
-of Faith, fo is Difobedience of Unbelief ;

and as the Former comes by hearing the

-Word of Gop, fo the: Latter by liftning to
the Devil.

2. ANoTHER Iniquity mcluded in the Sin
.of Adam, is a BeLiEF of the DeviL, wha
-in order to weaken the Faith.of our firft
Parents, fuggeﬁed that they .fhould: not
P , furely‘

i eartaRten ]
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furely die: Obferve, he did not diretly ep-.~
pofe the divine Threatning, by an exprefs -
Contradicion, for that might have fhocked.
them, but laboured flyly- by Degrees to:
weaken their Affent to it, by faying, ye
Jhall not furely die, as if he had faid, the
Execution . of the Threatning is not abfo-
lately certain, you may poffibly efeape with..
Impunity, though you do trarifgrefs ;, this,
Suggeftion of the Father of Lies;-they be-
lieved, and confequently preferred. a Liar, .
and a Murderer, before the GOD of:
Truth and Love! S ]
-3« THEY charged the blefled Gop with -
the greateft Cruelty and Meannefs; as tho'
he enviep their Happinsss, dfter all his
Benignity, Indulgence and Gentlenefs. to=
wards them ; this was reprefenting him te-
be like a Devil ; the Enemy fuggefted, that:
in the Day they eat thereof, they fhould :
be as Gods, knowing Good -and Evil, Gez.
3. this they believed, and were feduced: .
4. In the Sin of Adem, was incliided.
amazing ARROGANCE ; he who had but
juft ftarted out of a State of Nothing, afpi-
red to be a .God; not content with the
Image of Febovab, he affeCted to rival him;
in his Attributes; and .of Confequence to
ufurp his Throne; and grapple;with him..
for his Crown and Scepter! Strange that a,
D ' Worm  /
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Worm of the Earth who was but, of Ye-
fterday, fhould fo foon forget lus humble

Original, and contend with the Deity, for -

his incommunicable: Prerogatives !

. AnoTHER Ingredient grafped in that -

many headed Hypra, is InGRATiTUDE;
one of the worft of Evﬂs, the Heinouf-
nefs of which ‘encreafes in Proportion to
the Number and Moment of the Benefits
flighted by it; the Almighty had thewn
more Kindnefs to Man, than to all his vi-
fible Works befides; he made him laft of
all, as the Crown to the whole material
Syﬁem, adorned him with his own Image;

feated him in EDEN, a-Paradife of Delight; -
gave him Liberty to eat of the Fruit of all

the Trees -thereof, but of one (which he
needed not) gave him Power to obey his
I./chS, and Communion in his Love; and
in fine, advanced him to: the higheft ng-

nity, by making him Lord of the Lower

Creation ; now in the Midft of all this rich
Profufion of the Divine Benignity, this vaft
Variety of the moft defirable - and valuable
Benefits, to violate a Precept fo equal and
of {o éafy Oblervance, is fuch'a Prodigy of

Ingratitude, "as is without.compare. But,
6. ANOTHER Ingrédient included in that

pregnant ‘Impicty, is REBELLION againft

the Authorxty of Gop ; tbe A?umghty ex- .

prefly
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prefly declared his Will, that our firft Pa-
rents, fhould not Eat of t.be Tree of Knowledge
of Good and Ewvil, upon Pain of Death: Yet
they impudently fet up their Will againft
Gobp, and preferred their Pleafure to his;
agreeable to that .impious and -obftinate .
Maxim, Sic vobo, fic jubeo, flet pro ratione

voluntas ; My Will and Pleafure fhall be =

Law, and take the  Place of Reafon and
Argument ; in a Word, they made their
Necks as an Iron Sinew, and .their Brow
Brafs ! Again, ‘

7 SORDID DISCONTENT, Covctou{nei}s, _
and Robbing of GOD were contained in
that original complicated ‘Trefpafs : They
were diffatisfied with all the Affluence of
Good they enjoyed, they inordinately de-
fired to-have more than God gave them,
any how ; (per fas nefafgs) and did aGually
take of the Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge,

"which they had no right to, without Leave -

of the Owner, yea contrary to his exprefs
Prohibition. Farther, . ‘

8. It included provoking ‘IpoLATRY,
and a haughty Contempt of God’s Majefty,
they turned from God to the Creature,
loved it more than him, and defired to have
it rather than the Continuance of his Fa-
vour: Yea they made an Idol of a little
Frmt fet it:up in the Place of God, and
: - D2 preferred
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preferred it before him, who is the firft
Truth, the fupream Good, Gop over all,
. ‘blefled for ever; they were not awed by
the Greatnefs of his Power, nor influenced
by the Riches of his Gentlenefs, of his
‘Love and Goodnefs; the former did not
awake their Fear, nor the latter excite their
Ingenuity ; the Thoughts of féhovab’s Pre-
fence, and the Severity of his Threatnings,
* they infolently defpifed, and would tranf{-
grefs, even' under the Eye of God; they
bid Defiance to Omnipotence, and ru{hed
. upon the thick Bofles of his Bucklers ; they
mocked at Fear, and were not affrighted,
yea, like the Leviathan, they laughed at the

ratling of .the Spear, and the Shield, as if .

‘they had an Arm like God, and could
Thunder with a Voice like hlm who if
‘he but touch the Mountains they fmoke,
yea, the Hills tremble at his Prefence But
to proceed,

In the Sin of our firft Parents are
contamed perfidious BReacu of Covs-
NANT, and devilith AposTAcy ; they had
but lately entered into Covenant with the
Divine Majefty, and promifed to ferve him,
and abftain from the forbidden Fruit; but

- ~behold in an Inftant, and on a flight Oc-

" cafion, they break Friendfhip with GOD,
‘revolt from his Allegiance, and confpire
' w1th




e SN e ——— - e

or Original Sin confidered. 2!;

with the grand Enemy, againft his Crown
and Dignity : O horrid Treafon, O mon-
ftrous Impiety! . Once more, _
10. I may add to._the aforefaid mahgnant B
and crimfon Ingredients, grafped in the
Sin of Adam, ﬁ:upld Forry, and bloody
CRUELTY, to all his numerous Progeny,
in felling his and their Salvation for a Thing
~ of Nought; in Bartering away the Favour
of Gop, which is bétcer than Life, for the
Pleafures of Tafte and Curiofity; what but
voluntary Madnefs, could enduce him to
defire that which thould have been the™
Object of his conftant Fear, viz. the Know-
ledge of Evil, fceing nothing but the Ex-
perience of thxs, could deftroy his Happi-
nefs ! Thus Men being in Honour, abode not,
but become like the Beafls that perifb,  ( P/'
49. 12). Adam was entrufted with the -
-inexpreflibly, important, and precious. De-
pofitum of his own eternal Happinefs, and
that of all his Numberlefs Defcendants, in
- every Clime and Nation, and through every
Succeffion of Time, to its final Period :
This immenfe Truft of greater Value than
Millions of Worlds, though turned into
the fineft Gold, and richeft Jewels, he
knowingly and wxlfully betrayed ; and thus
he commenced a Murderer before a Parent!
- Thus he dxfcnhcrltcd all his unhappy Oft-
\ _ fpring,
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fpring, before they were born! and made
them Slaves, before they knew the Value of
. Liberty ! an Inftance this of Perfidy, with-
out a Parallel ; an Inftance this of Cruelty,
which no Words, no Colours are fufficient,
.(adequatgly) to delineate or exprefs !

~ AND yet, my Brethren, that Iniquity,
with all its Ingredients and Aggravations, is
ours, becaufe committed by our Reprefen-
tative, and fcederal Head, a&ing in our
Room and Place. Wherefore as by one Man
Sin enteredinto the World, and Death by Sin,
and fo Death paffed upon all Men, for that all
bave finned : O mournful Tragedy, that de-
ferves to be deplored with Tears and Blood !
But becaufe fome inftead of acknowledging
this complicated Guilt, and bewailing this
fatal Source of every Sin and Woe, to
which both their Duty and their Intereft
oblige them; yet through the Ignorance,
Pride, and Deceitfulnefs of their Hearts,
they diijpute or deny the Point, to their
own unfpeakable Prejudice ; I fhall there-
fore in the following Part of this Difcourfe,
endeavour to prove the Charge againt all
the human Race, vz.

TuaT THE GUILT OF THE SIN OF
ApaM, Is IMPUTED To ALL His OFFP-
' SPRING. o
TH1s
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THuis appears from the following Places
of facred Scripture, viz. Epbef. 2. 3. and -
were by Nature Children of Wrath, even as
others ; here obferve, that there is a Differ-
ence between Nature and Practice ; now if |
we be by Nature Children of Wrath, we -
muft be by Nature guilty of fome Sin that
deferves it; for furely the Judge of all the
Earth muft needs do right; and -what can
this natural Evil be, but the aforefaid Sin
of Adam, for from him we derived our
Nature, Rom. 3. 19.. Whatfoever the Law .
Jays, it f‘ayf to thofe that are under the Law;
that every Mouth may be flopped, and the whole
World become guilty before -Gad; - compared:
with .v. 9. for we have béfore proved, both
Jews and Gentiles, that they are. all under
8in ; here obferve, that the whole World:
‘are guilty before G O D; how ? not:all of -
them by actual Sin; for all of them have
not committed it, Infants are incapable of
it, and they are a confiderable Part of the
World; then furely the Sin of Adam, in-
Eating the forbidden Fruit, muft be imputed :
or reckoned to all ; .fee likewife, 1 Cor. 15. .
21, 22. for fince by Man came Death, by.
Man came. alfo the Refurrection of the Dead ;
Sfor as in Adam all- die, fo in CurisT fhal.
all be made alive ;. now if we compare with
this, what the Apoftle fays elfewhere, Iféziz. :

. . om.
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Rom. 6. 23. for the Wages of Sin is Death:
Will it not plainly prove that we are fome
how guilty of A4dam's Sin? For how elfe
fhould the Wages due for it, be inflicted
on us? Yea, upon thofe thdt have not finned
after the Similitude of Adam; that is, who
have not finned actually in. their own Ver-
fons: See Rom. 5. 13, 14, 15. Jor until
‘the Law, Sin was in the World, but Sin is
not imputed where thére is no Law; the.
Apoftle is there proving, that Sin was im-
puted, before the moral Law was given
upon Mount Sinai 5 becaufe Man had the
- fame for- Subftance written in his Heart;
and adds thefe Words, neverthele/s Death

" reigned from Adam to Mofes, even over them

who had not finned after the Similitude of
Adam’s Tranjgreffion, who is the Figure of
bim that was to come;; i. e. though the mo-
ral Law was not given outwardly by My lofes,
yet Death, the"Wages of .A4dam’s Sin, rexgna
ed over fuch as did not attually imitate it
the Apoftle certainly points to Infants; in
the aforefaid Expreffion, who ‘die before
the Ufe of Reafon; Death reigns over them,
though they have ot finned after the Simi-
litude of Adam'’s Tranfgreffion ; and there-
fore the Guilt of his Sin is imputed to them;
this is indeed the Drift of the Apoftle’s rea-
- foning in our Context, and therefore he calls
. Addﬂlj
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Adam, & F1GURE of bim that was ¢ come;
i.e. of CurisT; now wherein is the firft
Adanm a Ficure of the Second, but in
thefe Things following, viz. =
" 1. In his being a Covenant Reprefenta-
tive, or fuederal Head of his natural Off= -
fpring, as Chrift is of his Spiritual, And,
2. THAT as by the Sin of the Firft,
Guilt and Death were imputed to, and in«
flited on his natural Offspring; fo by the
Obedience of the Second, Righteoufnefs
and Life are imputed to, and conferred
upon his fpiritual Offspring.
It appears with the cleareft Light and
Evidence, from the following Verfes; that
what I have faid is the Apoftle’s Scope and
Meaning ; fee Verfes 16, 18, 19. For the
gment was by one to Condemnation, but
the free Gift is of many Qffences to Yuffifi-
cation ; therefore as by the Offence of ane;
Sudgment came upon all Men fo Condemna-
tion, even fo by the Righteoufnefs of one; thé
free Gift came upon all to /jzﬁg'/z’éation of
Lifé s for as by one Man's Difobedience many
wwere made Sinners, o by the Okbedience of one;
Jhall many be niade Righteous; what can be
exprefled in plainer and ftronger Terms,
than this Truth in thefe Verfes, wiz. that
. We are after the fame Manner cotidemned.
by the 8in of Adam, as'we are juftified :y'
. E ~ ' the
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the Righteoufnefs of CurisT ? and this the
facred Scriptures affert to be by Imputa-
tion, Rom. 4. 6. even as David defcribeth the
Bleffednefs of the Man, unto whom God im-
puteth Righteoufnefs without Works.

THE Antithefis between CHRIST and
Adam will not hold, if Adam’s Sin be not
imputed to us; for as the Righteoufnefs of
Chritt is {fo imputed to Believers, that every
one of them may fay truly it is his own;
and hence Chrift is called by the Prophet,
the Lord our Righteoufnefs ; and is faid by
the Apottle, to be made of God to.us, Wifdom,
Righteoufnefs, Sanctification, and Redemption;
fo every Child of Adam may forrowfully fay,
refpecting his Tranfgreffion, that Iniquity
is mine, and I am righteoufly punifhed
for it.. v .

NEerTuer is there any Thing unreafo-
nable in the Docrine of the Imputation of
Adam’s Sin to his Pofterity, it it be con-
fidered, that he had a Capacity to keep the
Covenant made with him; and that the
Confequences of his doing fo, which were
equal to the Lofs that he and his Offspring
fuffered by his Fall, would have been as
certainly conterred upon them, as if they
were perfonally obedient. =

Nay, we may fafely fay, that Adam's
being conftituted the feederal Reprefenta~

S tive
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tive of his Pofterity, had a more probable
Tendency to promote their Intereft, than
if every one of them had ftood for himfelf
perfonally and particularly ; the Reafon is
_ this, Adam had not only as great a Capacity
to ftand, and was under as great Obliga-
tions to do fo upon his own Account, as
any other could. for himfelf; even in this
. refpe&, the Cafes were equal, the Chances
parallel, but befides this, he had a very
important Excitement to Obedience, as he
was a public Reprefentative, which private
Perfons could not have, v7z. that of fe--
curing the Salvation of his whole Offspring
by his Standing, and on the Contrary, in--
‘volving them in unfpeakable Ruin and
Mifery, by his Fall.

Turs Argument muft be in reafon fup-
pofed to have confiderable Influence upon a
pious and generous Mind, a good Parent is
full of Bowels towards his Offspring, and is
apt to be tenderly moved with the Profpe&:
of their Happinefs or Mifery, and this Con-
cern is like to be proportioned, to the Na-
ture and Duration of them, as well as to
the Number or Extent of his Defcendants,
who are deeply interefted in, and whofe
Fate is determined by thofe different and -
contrary Events ; the Confideration of
which tends to affe him in a great Degree,

" . Ea2 _ unlefs
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unlefs his Mind be ignorant, and his Affec

tions irregular, which cannot be fuppofed

to be the Cafe of our firft Parents, before

the abufe of their Liberty, without contra-

di&ing the exprefs Teftimony of Scripture,
refpecting their original Integrity, and af-
ferting, in Effe®, that GOD himfelf is the
Author of Sin; Confequences abfurd and
blafphemous ! Moft certainly, upon the Hy-

‘pothefis of a Covenant Tranfa@ion with
Adam, the firt Man, the Father of the -

human Species, for his whole Pofterity, his
Condut muft be big with the moft impor-
tant Confequences, towards all the human.
Race! this Confideration vaftly turns the
Balance in Favour of Adam’s Headthip.

WuAT the Apoftle fays of Levi, Hed.
7.9, 1o. ferves to illuftrate the Point of
Truth, which I am difcourfing upon ; it is
faid in thefe Verfes, thar Levi paid Titbes

in, or by Abram, when Melchizedeck met

bim; while be was yet in the Loins of bis
Father; and fo, much more, may the Pofte-

tity of Adam be reckoned to have finned
in him, feeing they were not only included

in hith, as Branches in the Root, and

Members in the Head naturally, but were
reprefentéd by him feederally, or in a Co-

venant Way. ‘

i
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IT fhould be alfo ohfcéved, that when

the Imputation of Adam's Sin is denied, the -

priacipal Foundation of the Propagation of

Sin.is taken away, mor can any fufficient
Reafon bé given for the Propagation of-
Adam’s Sin to his Pofterity ; I mean the

Pellution of it, or, in other Words, Origima}
Sin inherent, if the Cafe be {o: For furely
it is not only a Sin, but & Punithment, to

want Original Righteoufmef(s ; now Punifh-
ment neceffarily fuppofes Sin, for the Guilt -
of which, ‘divine Juftice inflits it only; but

~all have not finneda@ually in their own Per-
fons, as is evident from the €Cafe of Infants,

and yet all are punithed with the Lofs of -

Ged’s Image; and therefore ‘the Sin of
Adam muft be impated to all his Pbﬁerit{»;
otherwife theré is no accounting for- the
Juftice of God, in fuffering this Propaga-
tien, which he could eafily prevent; it will
not remove the Difficulty to fay, that God:
only fuffers one corrupt Creature to beget
another, aceording to the Law of Natare;
as 2 Lepper begets a2 Lepper, feeing that
the A%ne\ggpﬁty co%x‘eld hinderpgflis Ptopaggation
of Adam’s Sin, by creating them immedi-
ately as the Angek, and many other Ways
which we know not; we have no reafon
to think that -a righteous and good GOD
would fufferit, to the Ponithment of Crea-
' o turcs,

_ Originat Sin imputed. 29
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tures, who are fuppofed to be intirely in-
nocent. :

Ir the Guilt of Adam’s Sin be not im-
puted, whence is it that Pollation thould be

from thence tranfmitted to his Pofterity,.

~ rather than from the particular Sins of pri-
vate Parents to their immediate Offspring ?
- And feeing the Souls of Men are not gene-
rated, but immediately created by God,
whence is it that they are difrobed of the
Ornaments of Original Righteoufnefs :at

their Creation, if Original Sin be not im- -

puted ?

Now that we are polluted from our -
Birth, with the Stain of Sin, the facred
Scriptures pofitively declare, by afferting, -
that. zhe Imagination of Man's Heart is evil

from bis Youth, (Gen. 8. 21.) that Man is
born like a wild Affes Colt (Fob 11. 12.)
that none can bring a clean Thing, out of an
unclean, not one (fob 14. 4.) that be can-

not be clean, who is born of a Woman (fob .
25. 4.) that we are fbapen in Iniquity, and
concerved in Sin (Pf. 51. §.) that ke that -

45 born of the Flefb, is Flefb (fobn 3. 6.)
and that the flefbly Mind is Enmity againft
God ; that before Converfion, all are fpi-
ritually blind and dead (1 Cor. 2. 14.

Epbef. 2. 1.) that there is a Neceflity of
being born again (Jobn 3. 3.) which fuppofes -

: .
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a Corruption in the firft Birth, without
which a Second would be needlefs; and

that this new Birth is a Quickning of the

Dead (Epbef. 2. 1.) and farther, that while
we are in a State of Nature, we are with-~
out fpiritual Strength, and without a Will
to fpiritual Good (Rom. 5. 6. Fob 5. 4.)
and indeed univerfal Experience proves this
Point, the whole World is corrupt without
fo much as one Exception (Rom. 3. 10, 11,
12.) nemo_fine ¢crimine Vivit. v

Tue Philofophers acknowledged this

Corruption in human- Nature, nitimur in

vetitum femper Cupimufg; negatum, We ftrive
for what is forbidden us, and defire what
is denied us; but knew not how to ac-

<

count for the Caufe. Some accufed Nature -

or Providence becaufe of that, and called
her a Stepmother ; and others afcribed it to
a. fabulous Original, viz. the Opening of
the Box of Pandor 5 in fhort, though there
evidently appears to be in all an early Bias

to Vice, even from Childhood, for one bad
Example, influences more than many good

ones; yet no rational, confiftent Account
has ever been given of this hereditary Con-
tagion but in the Bible; and methinks
fuch as do not like that, thould give a bet-
ter, before they reject it with fovereign

Contempt; which I believe will puzzle them

for
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for all their Pride, as it did their more mo=
deft, candid, and fenfible Forefathers, the
~ Pagan Maftess !

FarRTHER, how Qan the Death of Infants

be reafonably reconciled to the Juftice of
Gob, without acknowledging the Imputa-
tion of Adam’s Guilt to them ; efpecially if
it be confidered, that Death is reprefented
by God himfelf, to be the Wages of Sin,
and that it puts a Period to the Creature’s
Duration here. :

To fuppofe that the Guilt of 4dam’s Sin,
is only propagated 5{ Imitation, is to con=
tropt the efs Teftimony of facred Scrip-
ture, which aflures- us that Dearh, and
therefore the Sin that procured it, reigned

over thofe thet bad wot finned after the Simiki-

fude of Adam’s Tranfgreffion, (Rom. 5. 14.)
who was the Figure of bim that was to comg

ir Original Sin was only propagated by
Imitation, then the Apc&lePrPauI would
never have faid, that Sin entered the World

by Adam, but by Satan, for he fet the firft,

Example of Sinning. . , :
MorzoveR it cannet, with any Appear-
ance of reafon, be thought that Baptiim is

adminiftred to Infants, to blot out Sins of ‘

Imitation, for they have them not, and yet
the Apoftle calls it the Levowr of Regenera-
' toony

o il
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i, Tit. 3. 5. 1 Saurely if there was no’
Stain, there would be no need of a Laver
to wafh 'in; and here you may ebferve,
that Infant Baptifin is a flanding Teftimony
to ‘the importait De&rine of Original Sin;-
and therefotre of great Ufe in the Church.
of GOD. :

But it is Obje&ed agamﬁ what has been
faid, 'that the Son fhall not bear the Imqmty
of the Father, Exek. 18. 4, 20.

A. Tuis Paflage of Scripture refites to
the petfonal Sins: of ptivate rlgare:nts, which:
fhould. not: be imputed to theit Offspring;.
unlefs they followed their Footﬁeps, and:
not to the Sin of Nature, which'all have'
fnned:in Adam, as our Text afferts: "

It is tikewife objedted, that Chrl&ren it
Coverant’ are faid to' be Fbly, Humble, and:

 theat of fich is the Kingdom of God.

A. WHATEVER good Propétties dry
Childreri have, they have them not by,
Nature, biit by Grace ;’ for &y ‘Nature wé
are afl Chidren of Wrath, even as ati’err,
Epb. 3. 1y 3. _

ANOTHER Ochéhbn i dravm fiotit thefs
Places, wiz: Rom. §: 18. as by the Offence of .

 oney Fudgmiens came upsn all Men to-Condeni-

natioh,” sven: jb éy tﬁé Rtgbfemﬁ _[3 of oty

tbt
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 the free Gift came upon all Men to Yuftifica-
tion of Life; and elfewhere; CHrisT is faid
tQ take away the Sin ¢f the World (1 Cor.
15. 22.) and we are farther affured, that
as in Adam all die, fo in Curist oll fhall
be made alive. v .
A. THe firft Place of Scripture, is ex-:
plained by the following Verte, thus, viz.
that as by one Mar'’s D{'/%&ediencemany were.
made Sinners, fo by the Obedience of one, fhall
many be made Rightecus ; obferve, thé Con-
* demnation is here reprefented as a  paft
Fa&, but ‘the Juftification as. future, jgall !
be made Righteous, i.e. when they believe,
. Rom. 4, 20, 22, 23, 24. it is faid of Abram,.
that be _t/JIaggerd not -at the Prowmife of God:
through- Unbelicf, tut was firong tn  Fajth,
giving Glory to God; and. thercfore vt was:
imputed to bim for Rightcoufnefs; now it was
not written for Fis fake alone, that -if was
imputed to bim; but for us alfo, to whom 8
Shall be imputed, if we believe onbim. The
Apoftle draws a Parallel “betweenthe  firf
and fecond Adam, which holds good not
only as to the Mantier -of conyeying Death
and Life~to ‘thofe they reprefented; viz. by

~ Imputation, but alfo as te the Extent of the
Lofs ‘qnd’ Benefit. to -their different Off-

~ fprings: The feeming Rifficulty is removed,
by confidering that Adam was a Arxz_ltura‘l

L
7
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Head 'of 4 ‘natural Off:f spring, and Chrift 2
fpiritual Head of a fpmtml Oftspring ; and’
hence the firlt Adim’ is faid to be of the
Earth earthly, and the Jecond Adam, the
Lord from Heaven; now as'Adam's Sin
reached all his natural Offspring (i.e. all
Mankind) fo Chnift’s R1ghteoufneﬁ. extendse
to all his fpmtual Seed, viz. all that behevc ~
in him (or are regencrated) and we are
affured by exprefs - Teitimony of Scripturc,
that the'Righteoufnefs of Chrift  extends to
the ]uﬂxﬁeation of none elfe, * *Sobn. 3. 18,
for ke that believes nof, #s tmdemned qlready..
. As-to Chriffs takmg away the Sin of the
World, ‘we_can underftand” that: Place ‘of
Scriptiire,” in- Confiftéhcy with other Placcs. |
and with’ the’ Di&ateq "of. Tlght’ Realon, -in
no otheér Qenfe ‘hut this, vrz. ithat Chrift -
takes awéy the Guilt of ‘all-Sin of every
Kind, upon our believing in’ hmz but not
bcfore To. fuppofe the Guilt Original
Sin is’ taken atvay, aiid that in the mean
Time the Gullt cf-AGual remains; or that
the Guilt of any Sin is removed ‘without
Faith, ‘is antifcriptural, abfurd, and' ever-
five of the whole Gofpel ; for this £i Emﬁcs
that Pérfons receive faving Beneﬁts ‘by Chrift,
without a‘vital Union to him; and ] jkewife
thaf‘t‘he); are both, juffified and condemned

fame Time; the former of which is
F 2 . : falfc,

= - - - htadd e MRtinadl e iblasshtaustes shants aumtd Al
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falfe, and the latter impoffible in the Nature
. of Fhings, fee Yob. 15. 6. Fob. 3i 36.

AND pray obferve, that the Words refere A

red to, Fobn 1.29. are in the prefent Tenfe,
Bebold the Lamb of God, that teketh away
the Sin of the World, (bo airoom) Jesus
CrRrIsT as the pafcal Lamb, a Type of
him, to which this Paffage alludes, expiates

all the Sins of all that believe in him, of .

every Nation, whether Yewifb or Gentike,
by the Sacrifice of himfelf, or by transfcr.

ring their Guilt upon him, and fuftaining.

thc Punithment duc for them ; which arg
bere called Sin, jn the ﬁngular Number,
by an Analogy of 'Number, or Synecdche
“of a Past, 'to ﬁgmfy the Body of .Sin and

Death, canteining all. Kinds of Impiety, to.

gtone" far wh;ch the Lamb of God .was
flain (Rom, 6. 12. 7. 24,°1 Job..1.2.) the
. dear Redeomer takes away. the Guilt of
$in, hy the Merit of his Blood, and thg
Dominion of it, by the Power of his Spirit 3
He taketh away, ohfervc itisa prefent Thing,

a continued A&, which will never bc COM-w -
pleated till' the End: of Time; he. is con+
{tantly - takmg away the Guilt and Power
of every. Sin from thofe that believg, . by -

the Ingcmﬁion of his 'Bleod .in- Hcaven,

gud thc Iaﬂucnce of h1§ Grace on Ea;tb
Tl Oﬁcﬁ
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-

"L;MM;



REEEEE e eadhan e Rdinatu Adutnal -

Ofectisns anfloerdd, 3y

- OncE. moye, feeing the \Place of Scrip.
ture in- the Objection, reters to the whole
Eftigacy of the Sacrifice of; Chrift, in rela:
tion. o Sin, it will ‘follow; That if it is res
firicted to Original Sin- only, then Chrift’s
SasisfaCtion for Actual it denjed, -and if fo, ..
then Sinners maft fatisiy. for - them 1hcm— :
felves of perith’; but how they will pay -an
infinite Debt, who are - but . finite and im--
pertect Creatures, I cannot.conceive; they ~
had beft. fee to it that are lmmedmtcly con«<
- cerned, in the abfurd Hypothefis I oppofe,
before. it be too late!  But to- proceed,

- As ‘to-that Place.of Scripture in the pr-- ’
ﬁlc of Paul tothe Coristhrans, vizi. That a3
in Adam all.die, fo in Giwil.all fhall:be made
alive, it evidently refpeéts the Refurre@ion .
of the Boady -at the laft:Day; it {peaks not
of the Time prefent, .nor: fays that they are’
made alive, but of the Time. to coine; and"
fignifics . that they fhall be made alive; the
Apoftle in that Chapter; proves -the Refurs -
teétion of the Dead, by the Argument of
Chrift’s Refurreion: (this is the S¢ope of
the: Place) and fhews particularly the Order.
in which the.Dead fhall be raifed, v. 22.
Firf} thafe that. helong to Chrifi, ibm comethi
the End, when be fhall-bove delivered up the
Kingdom ta the Father .(i. €. in its prefent
Form of Admmlﬁratxon) and indeed to

, - {uppofe
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fuppofe that all are fpiritually alive, is te
oppofe the exprefs Teftimony of -Scripture
which declares the Unconverted to be: deaci

" in Sins and Tre(paﬂ'c': and’ it likewife ren-
- ders Converfion needlefs, becaufe on this

Plan. Men would be born ‘converted, for
what is Converfion but a Quickning of the
Dead (as before obferved) ‘ot the Infufion
of a Principle of {piritual Life: into them ! A
Surely if the firft Birth was good, there
would be no necd of a Secorid, and thus

. the Wifdom of God would have mifled the

Matter, in incuicating that important Doe-
trine to the JYewift:-Mafter, who to the re-
proach of himtelf and his Ordep, was gro

- Ignorant of its’ Nature and Ncce:ﬁityt But

I proceed,

- -ANOTHER Obje&xon is’ this, VIR, thae
our Lord told his ‘Difciples, : That neither
ibe blind Man, or bis Parents, bad fi rmcd
but that the Works of God jl»ould be made ma-
mf/l in bim (fob. 9. 23.) -

A. Tue Meaning of the Place, is no
more than this, that the Almighty did not
infli& that Diforder of Blindnefs upon the

“Man, as a Punithment’ of any - partxcular

Evil committed.by him, or his private Pa-

rents 3 but chiefly with defign to maniféft

bt awn. Power in the Cure of jt. ~

- g
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Burt it is farthcr ‘objected, that the Ima’
putation of Original Sin, is contrary to the ’
Juftice and Truth of GOD.

4. It is contrary to Juftice, to punith
"him that has finned in no refpe@, cither
a&ually or virtually, but it is not unjuft to
punith thofe that have finned virtually only,
* or in their Caufe, as we have in Adam ;- the °
Cafe is certainly fo, that' Gop does punith
for that Evil now; and from Fa& we may .
argue to Right, refpe@ing the Almighty;
for furely he does nothing but what he has
2 Right to do; add to this, what has been
faid before, concerning the reafonablenefs-
of Adam’s being. made a ‘Reprefentative of
his Pofterity, and the Objection vanifhes.

FarTHER, the Charge of In_)u{hce may.
be with Advantage retorted upon our Op-
ponents, who according to their Hypothe-
fis, ‘are obliged to acknowledgé, that the
Wages of Sin, as%.. Death, are inflicted
upon fuch as are entirely. innocent (viz.:
Infants) neither guilty of Original or Aétual
Sin; a Sentiment, very harfh and fevere, .and:
manifeftly contrary to the Dicates of Rea-i
fon and Maixims of Juftice: Pray is it not
more equitable to believe, that God pumfhesT
for fome Sin, though it be Original, than'
‘for none. at all ? Whether it be modeft and .
eonﬁﬁent, for thefe Gent}cmcn to r;u}f;

un-

Y.
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. Hu-andacry  of - Injuftice, againft their
- Neighbours ‘Opinion, while they are fo
deep in the Dice themfelves, is left ta
others to determinie. o
NEITHER is it contrary to the Omnicience
and Truth of GOD, ‘to reckon him te
have finned wvirtually, or interpretatively in
" his Caufe, wha has not finned a&ually in |
lis own Berfon. ‘ o
br is again objeCted, that the Sirifof
Adzm does mot exift, and therefore that it-
cannot be lmptu;ed. ' |
.+ A ArTHOUGH 1t does nat exift Phyﬁ-»f L
. cz}ly yet itdoes exift Morally ; though the
. Aftof Sin be tranfient, yet the Guilt it con=
tradls is permanent, and cannot be removed
but by the' Application of Chrift’s Rrghte— '
Oufncis to th.c Sou. :
- Nertuer' is the following Objection of;‘,
any WValidity,. véz. that it is unreafonable
.that the Sin.which was pardoped in Adzn; ;i
fhould be. lmputed to his Pofterity. i
A. Twover ' Adam perfonated us in- fifs
ning, he did not:fo fo in repentihg and be-
- lieving, by which: he obtained Remiffion
for-the State ' fram which he fell; was- 11&~  '
 tural, and therefore involved alf, but the
* State:to whichi-he was reftored was- gmcmué :
and: fiipernatural; -and therefore concerned ™
kis own Perfon.only, and:not his Pofterity’sc -
NV ‘ , for
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Objections anfioerdds . &b

for though Adam was conflituried the Head
or Reprefentative “of .his : Pofterity, it the
 Covenaut of Nature' or of Wetky; yet he
" was made no Head or Reprefintdtive of
the Covenant-of Grace, by~ which: he was
reftoredl : Nos' this" was thé ‘Place of ‘the
&COnd'ﬂ(l’(lﬁl.” S IR Ii ’h";l.-f ™ *"
- AnoruERr "Objéction againftithe fabout: -
ing Point is this;’ that' it is not dgreecabletd
“the divine Peife@ibns, for the Almighty
to appoint Adain’ 6 be the Ree) '\"r’eiehtati\?é
of his Pofterity, withoiit theit ‘Confent. .

"~ 4. Sceine the Plan‘of (thé‘ﬁzﬁ Covenark
was in itfelf redfoilable, and>mdre 'to ouf
Advantige, than-if every Man had fesd
for himfelf perfonally, as was obfgrved bed
fore ; there is no* Foundation'fer the Oby
jection, unlefs our- Opponents'Qy, ‘that it is
unjuft for God to tonter Benefits. upon an"Z
without their- Confnt, which s’ fidiculod?

and abfurd. So proper a Pérfon-as Adam, .

the common Fatheér of all, and ‘coffequently
the moft honourablé (in the ordihary Way
of Generdtion) éfall the humai Race; could
. not be found to réprefent his Pofterity, 4nd
therefote had all Mankind exifted, it would
have been both their Intereft and Duty, to
havé ¢hofe him 6i- their Reéprefentative.’
.. 'Besipts - it fhould ‘be conlidered, that
thic” Benefit propofed to Adam in the Cove:
e , G nant
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nant of Nature, v72. 4 Confirmation of his
prefent State of Happinefs, was what he
had no natural Right to, antecedent to the
divine Will and Pleafure; and therefore jEe
Hoval might without the Charge of In-

juftice fulpend the Grant of it, upon a Con~

. dition to be performed by hlm ‘his Failure
- in_which, might caufc a Forfeiture of the

Benefit propofed, bath to him and his De-
~ fcendants, who cannot be with reafon fup-
pofed to have a greater Right to it then he.

Anp although when our firft Pirents
ﬁnncd, we did not exift and confent actu-
ally, yet we exifted and confented virtually
(n our Caufe, Progemtor and feederal Head,
in one Adam, as our Text aflerts; Where-
jbre as by one Man Sin entered into the World,

and Death by Sin, and fo Death paffed.upon

all Men, for that all bave f?med But our
Opponents ‘modeftly give the Lye-to.'the
Apottle, and. the Spirit. with which he was
infpired, and fay that all have not finned.

- 1 might’ add that the . Covenant of Na«
ture, or of - Works, was not INTER PARES,
JAMONG quALs, but between the Almighty

Creator,._ablolute Proprietor and - Sovereign’

-Lord of ali, .and poor Worms. of the Earth,
who are but of Yeﬁerday, cruthed ‘before
the Moth, and have no abxdmg, Creatures
whofe Goodnefs extends not to- Immenfity

; and
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Objections anfwered, 43
and'Selfz-ﬁiﬂiciency" ;.-‘and'ftherefoﬁe it is the
higheft Infolesce for fuch infignificant Crea-
ture, who are-as Nothing; and lefs than
Nothing, and Vanity, to prefcribe to their
Sovereign, and “infift upon the ufual For-
inalities of “human . Covenants (among
Equals) in tranfadting’ with the- fupream
Being, who has-abfolute Empire over them,
and whofe Beck they are bound by the
ftrongeft Obligations inftantly to ‘obey; and
therefore,  inflead of difputing, they fhoutd
admire and revéere'the divine ‘Condecenfion,
in treating. with. fuch: Criminals;’ Inferiors,
and.Dependaits, in-a Way’ that refembles
-a ' Covenant Franfaction invdny ! ‘Thing,
which is-in very Deed, a prodigious Stoop
of glotious Sovereignty, and condefcending -
- IT s not cantrary,. my Bréthren; to the

Law: of ‘Naturé, or -of Nations, for the =

Children of ‘Traitors - to fuffer 'for their
Crimwes; or for. the - Iniquity of fome public
Petfons, to . be puhithed in ‘many others ;
whyle Cisies -and Countries have fuffered on
their Account: Was not the Sin of the Zma-
lekites punithed:-in their Chjldren, by the
exprefs Ordér of ‘God, fome Hundreds ‘of
Years: after it ‘was contrnitted ? (1 Sam. s,
25:8.) for. this @ War was-tg be ‘commen-
-ced-aghimf8 them, fiom: Geneératioh to Ge-
T G2 ‘ neration
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ncratlon (Ex. 17. 16.) The Inftance of
_ Achan is alfg remarkable, for his caveti
the Wedge. of Gold, he fuffered not alone,
hut his Sons and Daughters were::ftoned
zod burned with Fire, together with him-
L35 (5ol 7. 24, 25.) to what has been faid,
m v Examples might be added, viz. of
the Sons of Sawl (2 Sam: 21.) of Fereboam
(1 Bings 4. 9, 1¢.) ot Abap (1 Kings: 21,
:21, 23)- and others, and hence the. Chureh
ymourns, Lam. 5. 7. our Fathets bave. fine

:zed, and . we bave born their.. Iniguities ;

“and our Lord ‘himfelf threatens the Fews,
Mat. 23. 35. that upon them fhould (come
all the righteoys Blood thed upon the Earth,
from _dbel to Zecbarza&, and does not. Al-

_mighty Gop threaten in the fecorid Com- -

“inandment of the moral Law, that: be wsll
[ vifit- the Sins of the Fuatbers; upon the- tbird
-and fourth Generation of thofe.that hate him?

.. Tnoucu none but the Guilty are punith-
_ed for their.Parents Sins,: yet inafmuchas
;the -Almighty . takes Occafion. from . their

“8ins to punily their Pofterity (in terhpbral

*refpe@s) it plainly {hews; " that they are in

. fome Sort imputed to them ;. and no.wohn-

“der, feging the Childis. bat a5 it -Nrare. a
Part- of the Parent, ¢loathed im: another
_Skin;s and: therefore. the, Almighty. being
 the ongu;a.l Pwpmtor, and; Lord:. oﬁ;all
2 - may

\
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-may affli& the Tranfureﬁbr in What Part of |
him he pleafes. :
“Nor -is  that Paﬁ‘we in Ezekzel 18.
2o. ta be underftood ab(olutely, that the
Son fhall not bear the Iniquity of the Fa-

ther,, for fo it would contradi@ the moral .-

Law; -but it oucrht to'be¢ underftood : :
1. Or-adult Chtldrcn, who f’ox’fake then' ,
Parents Sins, as appears! from the xgth Verfe ,
of the Chapter.- - -
~2. It refpe&s  perfonal and. partxcular
Sins, as was obferved before, and not com-
mon and general, in"refpetof the Cha-
‘raGer or Influence of the: Criminals. .
. 3. It is not laid down as:a general Rule -
- of God's Providence and Juftice, to which
the Almighty did always eonform his-Pro-
ceedings in ‘Fime paft, and was: determined

to do- fo conflantly with.all People in-Time

.ta come, -no;; we find it otherwife in the
San&wn of the Law, and- the Examplea
- before ‘mentioned 5 the Words: therefore in-
‘terd a fpecial: Favour. tb the/§fewi/b Church
:and Nation,: vz, that the' Almighty would
not deal with ‘them’ according to_the rigour .
-of his Juftice, which he rmght do, ‘but in
-ordér-to filence their Cavils againft his Go-
-vernmeiit, he ‘would only in Time coming
- punifh them for 'their perfonal Iniquities ;
thiso.feems ' to be the Series and Scope of
the Context, But.
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But it is Time to proceed to the Im.

provement of what has been faid.
. Is the Sin of Adam imputed to us,. let us
then acknowledge God's Juftice in this
Matter, and humbl¢ ourfelves before him;
 how awful is the State we are born in, who
are condemned as foon as born! (Rum. 3.
19.) you that are unconverted, know that
you are under -the Law, and therefore un-
der the Curfe, for breaking of itz Fos :can-
jé 15 every one that continueth not in all Things
that are written in the Book of the Law to
do them ; your Mouths are ftopped, your
Pleas are filericed, and you cannot get clear
of this Sentence, any other Way but by
“ Faith in Chrift.” .

- © Sinners! labour to be fenftble of -the
‘awful Entail -from our firft Parents, and floe
.for Refuge to:the Hope. fet before. you,
without -the leaft Delay, for ye know not
. what a Day may bring forth. !

- Tue fure Wiy to get our Wounds not
juft fkinned over, but effeCtually healed, is
-to. have them fearched and. probed to:the
- Bottom; the only Method .. to have - the
. Balm of Gilead favmgly applied, " ista know
-and feel the Depth of our :Difeafe, and that
--fpeedily, - without which. -we: will :not: " be
: fu.tably humbled befor¢ G,od non»wrth do:‘
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The Improvement. 4y
Engagednefs, Importumty, and’ Vchemencc'
feelke reliefi .

IF is an awful Proof of the Degenerat:y
of human Nature; a Confirmation of the
Doctrine 1 have’ been - difcourfing . upony,
that many ar€ {o proud and vain as to deny.

; they hereby imitate the wicked Exam-
plc of our fuft . Parents, who after their

Apoftacy, laboured to leflen and excule
their Impiety, by cafting the Blame upon

athers, and if that would -not do, even

upon- God himfelf; The Serpent beguiled
me, faid the Woman; the Woman that thow
gavefl me, gave me, artd I did eat, faid the
Man; as if he had faid, .it is the Woman’s.
Fault, not mine ; ‘but if that is not a fuffi-
cient Apology, God gave me this Woman,

and therefore he is the Author .of my Sin

- and Mifery. O horrid, ungrateful Blafphds
my ¥ Yea fuch follow the Sugygeftions of
Satan himfelf to our firft Parents, in leflens
ning their Danger, ye fhall not furely die
and act over again thelr tatal Folly, in lifts
ning to, “and bchevmg him: But  rhough
thou wafb thee with Nitre, and take thee
much Soap, byet thine Imqmty Is marked before
me, faith she Lord God : Fvw canft thou fay;
J am not polluted? ( Jer. 2. 22, 23.)

It is much 4o be lamented that Men .
are cirious to knbw every Thing but them-
1elvcs,

ROV
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- felves, which is nevefthelefs th;e moft nes

ceffary and important. Branch of Knew-
ledge; gnoftbe Seauton, know -thy felf, was
faid by the Pagans, to be an Oracle fome
how dropt from’ Jupiter ; but waving the
fabulous, or poectical Part of their Story,
the Moral is an indubitable Axiom ::It-is
certain, from the united Teftimony of Rea-
fon and Revelation, that the Knowledge of
our felves, is neveflary to humble the Pride
of cur Hearts,' to excite 'us to prize the
blcifcd Redeemer, and . feek after an In

_tereft in him, with unfainting Importunity

and Vehemence, for t.be Wbole need Ko Ply*
ﬁmm, but the Sick. . -

Syck therefore who labour to hide owr
hercdltary Pravity from our View (which
is at leaft the Pra&ticc of many in this Day

. of Darknefs and Degenerady, in our uti

happy Nation'; may a gracious God -pity
and pardon them) {fuch who reprefent hu-
man Nature, in its apo&ate Circumftances,
in an amiable Drefs, as havmg Light with-
in, fufficient to dire@ their Conduét in refi
gious Matters, and Strength to do what is
pleafing to God, may probably have & good

- Defign (at leaft fome of them) to ptomote

a Reformation; which in its Place, s

~ doubtlefs neceflary, annable, valuable, and
- ufeful to Socxety, but in the mean Time,

they
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they certdinly a& an unfiiendly Part to the
Lord Jefus Chrift, ‘and to the beft Interefts
of Mankind : For thefe Meafures tend to
puff up gracelefs Creatures with Pride and
Vanity ; tend to miake every one that believes
the Figment, a Poe, or 4 Pharifee, or both ;
tend to fix theth on the Bottom of.their
own felfith, mercenary, fupeificial Righte-’
oufriefs, and keep them from Chrift dnd
vital Holinefs : Sirs, without' the Know-’
ledge of ourfelves, and of Chrift, we'canZ
riot obtaln the Foundation of real ¢V_a’rig’fel:
lical Goodnefs, without which an outward
dead Form of Virtue and Piety, or the ir-.
regular Wilds of enthufiaftic - Fancy and”
Mechanifm, will not ftand us’in any Stead’
in the Day of CuRrist’s Appearance dnd
Kingdom : For we are affured by divine
Authority, that zeither Circumcifion or Un-.
circumetfion avdileth any Thing, but a new’
Creature ; and that except our Righteoufnefs
ekceeds that of the Scribes and Pharifees, we .
Shall in tio Cafe enter into the Kingdom of God:

IT is certainly beft, my Brethren, to be<’
gin at the Foundation of Religion ; accord-’
ihg to our Lord’s"Direction we thould make
the Tree good, andthen the Fruit will bé good.

~ (fpgntantanecufly :) ‘It is as natural-as fatal’
to Mankihd, betaufe made’ usider 4 Cove-’
ndnt of ‘Works; ‘to feek Righteoufnefs as it

B _ H were
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were by the Works of the Law ; and with &
Zeal, but ot according to Knowletl{e, t0 go

~ about’ to ellablifp their own Righteoufnefs
(though fome of them. faifely call it the -
Rnghteoufnefs of Chrift) and thus they re-
fufe to fubmit to the Mediators Righteouf-
nefs, who is the Truth, the Life, and thc
only Way to the Father. ,

Or Confequence, therefors, all_ fuch as
commend human Nature, in its lapfcd State,
as before obferved, either plainly or myfti-
cally, and inconfiftently, while they pre-
tend ‘the Contrary, daub with untempered
Mortar, beal the Wounds of the Daughter of
Zlon ﬂngtly, ery Peace, Prace, where there
i5 no Pedce, few Pillows to all drm—éole:, '
with Lies they make the' Hearts of the Righ-
teous [ad; whom God would not bave made Jad,
and ﬂrmgtben {be Hands of the Wicked, tbat
be fbould not return from bfs wicked Way,
promifing bim Life (fee Ezck. 13.) Wltﬁ
Abab’s fattering and falfe Prophets, they
' fpeak comfortably to the wicked, and-pros
phefy Peace, in Oppofition to, and , fome
times COntcmpt of, faithful, honeft hearted
Micaiabs, who in Obed;ence to their Mas
fRers Command and in Compaffion to the
penfhmj Souls of their fellow Cteatures,
ery aloud, and do not fparey buf fhew to Ju-
dah tbar Trarykrgﬁom, tzd ta the -HouJe. e{

Jaco
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jacob their Szrs, and labour’ tq perﬁaade
them, b)' the Terrors of God, to forfake themi
and fly for reﬁxge to the pre fet. beforc
thcm ‘

“How good f'ocvcr the Intentxon o;' the ‘
- afotefaid DAuBERs ihay be; yet notwiths

ﬁandmg, they do, in Fa&, oppofé the me-
diaforial Scheme' ‘of Salvation - by the Lord
jefus Chrift, and deceive the Souls.of Men;

by fych ﬂattermg of ignorant, conceited

 Mortils, condued ¢ither with fuch thew

of. fodom and gréa Addrcfs,\ or “with
whueli Appearance’ of f)

expire, and.take.their final Faréwel of ot

finful and unhappy Land and’Nation,. and f.

we are. rcturnm alt to l’opery ana Pag an-
ifmy Buf u,hder th a.éah':aﬁng, tho’ g oundlc(s
mfi ¢ of Infpiration, or of Wifdom fu-

.........

rlol‘ to all that havc gorie befope us (whlch

phmcnt will probably and,}uﬁly be re- .

.....

turn by qur’ w1 fer F Succeflors) fai whxch

......

the r;édtcous }udgments of God, have bcqx,‘

upon s -in. divers awfuf l‘nf’cances, \
ancf his Hand is ﬁretche& out ftill- |0 may,

the Almighty bléefs them to our Rép efitance; .

and .Refprmation, i iR Principle and. ra&;ce,
that not only our own Sou?s may be faved,,
but th¢ Ruin of our Land and Natan pre-
vented ! ‘ \
H 2 . SiRs,

evotxon, reai Chr1~ .
' ﬁ:iamty, and even’ Virtud itlelf dre réady to

T LT (v om et B szt s o
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Sms, How fhould we admire the Riches
of divine Grace, which has provided a Way
by the fecond Adam'’s Satisfacion, to juftify
fhofe that are condemned by the Sin of thq |
Firft? O therefore let us haften to him, by - '
bchcvmg, accept of his nghteoufncfs, and .
de¢pend entirely upon it, for, the Remnfﬁon
of our Sms, -and the Salvatlon of our Souls!
and let 'us not reft, my Brethren, till we
%et the fatxsfa&ory Evidénces thereof, .and
~ haying obtained this great anxlcdge, let us }
labour to’ walk’ worthy of. it, ftriving tgq |
nrrow in Grace and . Ufcfulnefs, for’ herc , i
is our Fathei glonﬁed that we: brmg fortl{ |
much Frmt o . |
“ANp c{'pccna'lly let', us “walk humbly,. |
whxch we thould be excited to, by thinking |
often” upon the unhappy Portion left.to us. |
by our Proganttor, as well as the hotrxd ‘
Ingredlents afped in that monﬂ'rous Ini-
%uxty whi¢h’ ie commlttcd,s in v1olat'ii§g” 'the
ovenant of Works, and :we in him; ,wq’
fflould alfo be ‘watchful and -afraid of -Sin,.
when we, confider what mfrmtc focblez'
has’ fytung from’ ofe Tre :fpl s .of qur firft
Parent, to hnm(elf and * hxs unhappy

Pr?gcny‘ )
As Adam pro agated Death to his Po-
ﬁenty' "0 that Parcnts would be cntrcqtcd ;,
~en tbc Contrary to cndcavour to propaEate'

i ,WJ
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Life to their Pofterity, by their Inftruions,
Prayers, and Practice; to this, they are
obliged by the ftrongeft Ties and tendereft
Endcarments. 1 add nq mpre..
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5 Cor. F. 23, 24, . But wepreacb Cmusr.

- evucified, unto the Jews.a flumbling Block,
and unta the. Greeks Foolifbnefs 5 but unte

. thens which are colled both Jews and

‘ ,G.:ceks, CurisT the Power of Gon, ami
tbe Wrsnom of Gorn™ 7~

-
I

‘;,’;

‘hns , B ‘
~HE Apoﬁlc obfcrves in the ptecceﬁ-.

“dint of Reafon and Philofophy, could net;

Fornz: confiftent Notions of the Supream»_

ygy or how to obtain his Favour.
. A Delyge of the moft abfurd Pollthc;fm
“ang g@:ofs Prophanefs, overfpread the greateft
?hrt of the Infidel Tnbes, before the Light

Of

- mgVer,ﬁ:s, with great Beauty and.
Propriety, ' that in the Wildom of
GOD, the World by Wifdom knew
not Gop = | The gentle Sages by the meer




Tbe Remedy provided, -~ 3§
of the Gofpel' thone amorg them; ne
Object was fo defpicable, as not to be thought
worthy of divine Honours; no Vice fo de=
teftable, as not only to obtain. in common
Converfation, but even to be admitted inta
their religious Rights, and. moft folema:
A&s of Worthip; yea, to give Santion to
the moft brutith and crimfon Iniquities,
they afcribed them to the Gods they adored,
as learned ArnoBrus obferves, with equat.
]u!’ace and Elegance.

IT is true, the Corruption was not fo
Yniverfal, but that fome noble Souls raifed
themfelves above the common Level, they.
bewailed- jand contemned the Stupidity and
Credulity of the Multitude, yet their Num=
ber was fmall, and the Efficacy of their

fingular Scnm;:ents even upon themfelves. .

but little ; the Effc@ of their Difcernmerit
.was but a State of perpetual SCEPTICISM;.
~afloating in doubtful Uncertainty between:
_all Opinions, difcarding what was: mani=
feftly Wrong; but not fixing their Minds
in what was$ Good and Right. . :
"Yea, in Matters of moral Gqod: and"

" Bvil, though fome of the Rales they have
left us are truly excellent, yét in many jm~
portant Things they are very. deficients:
there is a deep Silence.in their. Writings of
the Nature and Obliquity of feveral: V}cei.'

uc
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fuch as Pride, Revenge; and’Self-murder;
they are likewife filent about the . ndht
Principle of A&ion, Love to God ; the noht c.
' End of Action, the Gloty of God ; the noht

~ Mode of Aébon,Hmmhty, and. aDependancc" 5

upon God, for ‘Light, Strength, and Ac-
. €eptance. - |

. “Frey were alfo at 4 Lofs rcfpe&mg the
Bethod of regaining the Friendfhip of the
Almighty when offended, -the Certainty’ of

- & future State, and the fri@ Account they

suft render of- all their Acions to thé fo-
. wereign Liord and Judge of the Univerfe 3
and aré not thefe Thmgs of mexpreﬁlble
¥mportance;’ the very governing Rrinciples
~of a Chriftian’s Conduct ?- This melancholy.
“Ignotance of the Pagan Mafters, was doubt--

- Tefs the Soaree. of that Uncertainty they be<-

weay in- their Dxfcourfcs, and fuch Incon-
fiftency in' their Lives,” concerning which;

one of the greateft and beft Judges : among -

- them, viz. TuLry, fpeaks thus, < Do you.
« thmk fays he, that thefe Things; mean-
¢ ing thc Precepts of Moraiity, had any

‘¢ Influence , upon. thofé. - Men (exceépting -

“only -a very few)’ that thought; and"
. % wrote, and’ dxfputed about them, néy

©. *'who -is there of all ‘the Phllofophers,__.w

« whofe Mind 4nd"Manners were comfor=’
“ mable to right Reafpn, who ever made

S WEEJERT Wy
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or Chrift. she Wifdom of God. g7
*« his Phxlo(bphy the Law and Rule of lns
x Life, and not-a meer Boaft and Shew of
«his Wit and Paits 2 Who obferved?his
« own Inﬁrd&xons,and lived in Obedxcncc to
s his own. Prccepts On'the contrar many
. of ‘them weré Sldves to filthy: Luf¥

‘NAy even the' Thmgs -which they thém-

felvés knew, thty hiad not ‘Authority enough .
to “inculcate: upon Mens Minds; with fuch
Impteffion as to Influence: and’ govern their
Conldué; “the: Truths théy 'pro'Ved by b
Frain of fpeculative Reafonings] ‘were”
ftitute of more fenfible Authority to enforce
‘them with Energy ifi Pradtice ; the Preecpfs

‘they: -propafed - wanted’ Wexght; ‘and Tebi-

dently appearéd ‘to bé no‘riote ‘thati’ thi
Pretepts: of Men's this was doubtlefs the
Reafon’ that ‘tone of the Philbfophers ‘Wefe
ever able to' work ‘any: remarkable Changk
in the Minds ‘and-Lives of their Heartrs
nef-does it appedr in Hxﬁory ‘that ,any’ oF
the Followers  6f ‘SotRATES, Were ‘ever fo-
convmced by his Inftrutions of thé Extelt

ency of Virtue, and the Certainty -and Va-
luc 'of its final Riéward, as to be Willing to"‘la{
down their Lives for its Saké, s inhumeti
ble’ Difciples™of the ‘Lord - Jrdus: Curist
have déne, “with tfhe greateﬂ (§1adﬁef§ afr&
hcroxc FortltuHe ST v
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. Tug TFrath. is, the Phllbfophera therm-
,(;lvcs 'were fonfible of the Defe& of| their
.own, Bules in this particular; -and. therefore
.confefs, that human Nature was feangely
‘corzupted, -and -that- this Corraption was a
Difeafe. whofe. Caufe they knew: .not, and
for which they . could not find a. fufficjent
Rcmedy So. that the great Duties of Reki-
gion and Virtue, were propofed by them as .
Matters of Speculation, rather than Rules. of
Prattice; not £0.much urged upon. Mens -
“Hearts and Lives, as propoled. to dheir Ad-
miration, | -

, .. THIS was. apparcntly the anda,noﬂ of

,Mgnk.md w;thout 2_Revelation:; to Tecover
~ .them out of which Degeneracy, into'a State

uytabk to the original Exgetlency: of they
Natpre, a fupema{ural Difeavery of ‘their
Duty - was phinly neceflary;, for if, as has
i);q; obferved, the Generality .of the Wond
v were fo.ignorant and corrupt, fo'over-fun
%uh, Jdola,try apd Licencionfne(s; if the
eft.of the Philafophers were..aqt exemps
_Yrqm, the. genera} Infoion,, and; far trom
S ertainty, refp;ﬁz,ag the Datrines they-pres
fended, to: advange;. if- the. Points whesein
they were,. certajpy, they were: ot able. to
prove: ckearlytp. vulgar . Upderflandings,
‘and thofe they were able. to-prowe, they
\ had not  fuflicient Authonty to' inforce ;
in
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in a° Word, if -there was fo much Incon--
fiftency in themfelves, as to give Scandal to’
others, and - fo much Depravity in others,’
as to make them defpair of reforming them,’
then was there plainly a want of fonre Re-
velation to fapply thefe Defeds; and te dif-
covet in what Manner and with what Kind-
of external Service -the bleffed God might
be acceptably wortthipped ; a Revelation to:
difcover what Expation he woukl: be plea~
fed to accept of for 8in, by which his Ho-
nour is affronted ahd his Authority oppofed s
a Reveldtion  to give intelligent Beings an;
Aflurance of the great Motives ‘of Reeligiony!
the Rewards and Pumfhments of & fuﬁxre
State. S
I fine, fome particular Revelaixon ‘was
neceﬂ&ry, to make the whole Syflem of!
Chriftian Doétrine clear and obvious to afl’
Capacities, to add Weight and Authority’
to the plaineft Precepts, and to furniflj Men’
* with': extraordinary Affiftance,’ to' | epable
them to overcome the Corruptions of their"
Natiire.; and indeed: without the Affittance
of fuch a Revelation; the wifeft of Men’
were always of Opinion, that the Wotld"
could never be ‘reformed ; ¢ Ye-mady - eveii:
< give over,fays Serratés,all H saf‘amemh»
« ing Mens: Manners. for - the future; unlefi]
‘ QoD be plcafcd to fend fome othcr Perfon
12 te
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¢ to inftruct you’ For whatfoever is fet-righs,
- < fays Plato,. in the prefent ill State of the
¢ World &an only Ee done by the Inter~
¢ pofition-of Gop.” . E
..'FHIs COndefccndmg and gracnous Inter-' ‘
pofure, appears evidently in the Chriftian
'8 ﬁem, the 'Plan - of Salvation by the!Eord
]elus Chrift,” which though it be " defpifed
by the.Ignorant, Inconfiderate, and Preju<
diced, -is by thafe that are awakened out of
their Security, and ' divinely ﬂlummatcd; o
expericnced ;to be indeed and in Truth:d- '
~ glorious. Difplay of the Power of God, and -
the-Wispom-of GOD; the latter of which
let us for o little Space fix our Medatauom
upon’ at prefent. . -
Thg blefled . God;’ 'my Brethren,: fore- .
fecing Man’s Fill, and the Mifery confek
. quent.ypon ity determined his Recoveryimia
Way worthy - of himfelf, and fuited to the
Circumftances of. the -apoftate Creature;rin' .
',whxch his Wifdom z& eminently conﬁireup o
,.ous e T
T-ms wﬂl appeaf by conﬁdermg the Exp
that God propofcd and the MEANS le con~
. certed.to compafs it 3-.all intelligent Agents
firlt propefe.an: Ends. and then choofe ithe,
- Means.that tendto obtain it; now the méfe
prefed the, Hﬂdﬁiﬁandmg is; the more-ne-
L e edin minet b - Rle
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bie is the End it-defigns, and the more apt

the Means it prefcribes to acquire it. |
THE END propofed by the Gofpel of

the Lord Jesus CurisT is moft excellerit,

@iz, the GLory of God, and the Happmefs ,

of Mankind, or their Reﬁoratxon to hxs
Image and Favour.

* Tue GLery of Gob, ot the Mamfcﬁa _
tion of his Attributes, by their Exercife to

the moral World, was his fupream Scope;
-as God is the beft of Beings, of Confequence
- his Glory muft be the beft End, and there<
fore it is but reafonable he fhould aim at it
4n all his Works ; and hence he is faid to

have made all Things for himfelf, and that '

of him, and through him, and to him are
all Things; feeing: he is the Creator and
Lord.of all, it is but juft and right that he

fhould be the:End. of all ; néthing can be

more natural than: that what was borrowed
from - him, thould be directed to him, or
his ‘Honour ; the - Heavens dre therefore faid
to declare the Glory of God, and the Firmament

to fhew forth bas Hand Work; on this Ac-
count- the Revelation of -the Way to future
Happinefs, by the dear, dedr Lord Jesus
CHRIsT, is called; The glorious Gofpel of the
bleffed God ; becaufe it is the cleareft Mani-
feftation, the rickiett Difplay of the tran-
fccndant Exccllency ‘of his -adorable Attri-

\

butes,
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butes, which was ever given to the Chil-
dren of Men; and hence Febovab is faid to
magnify bis Ward (i. e. the. Word of his
‘Grace) above all bis Name : The Apofile
Paul inhis Epittle to the Corinthians, affures’
us, that the Miniftration of Righteoufnefs ex-
eceds in Glory ; and that ynder this Dn(pen-
" fation, we all, with open Face, bebolding

in a Glafs the Glory of the Lord, are . c}.mnged
- into the fame Image from Glory to Glory,

even as by the Spirit of the Lord: In the
Gofpel we behold the Lord Jefus Chrift,:

and the harmonious Marifeftation of the.
divine Attributes in the Scheme of Salvation;
through him, not under the dark Vail of

Types, Shadows, and Prophefies, as. the,
Fewifb Church, but with epen Face as in:

a Glafs, and dre thereby gradually tranf<
- formed into: his Image, through the Holy‘,

Spirit’s concurring Influence.

. To the aforefaid Manifeftation 0f ﬁhe dl—- ',

vine Attributes, which the Almighty pra-
pofed as his fupream End, .we muftadd the
Praife and Thank{giving of reafonable Crear.
tures on Accetnt thereof ; when intelligent.
Beings acknowledge the Difplays of God'y
Excellencies . with. adoring- Reverence, and
ardent AffeCtions, they glorify him ; - br #ba?.
offereth praie, glarifieth mefeith the Almighty:
by the Plaimift; apd, this undouhtedly the

o bleTCd

i
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blefled God had likewife in View as hls
fupream End. .

Bur the fubordinate End in Rcdemptwn,’
‘;s the Reftoration of Man; and this indeed
is infeparably connected with the formes,-
as appears from the Angels Anthem, Glory
to God ‘on High, on Earth Peace, and good
Wil towards Men: Sin had broke the facred
Alhaace between God and Man, and ex-

pofed him to the divine Difpleafure, an in-

expreflible and incomprehenfible Mifery;

now what is more becoming the Father of

Mercies, the God of Love, than to compal-

fiondte and relieve the Mlﬁ:rablc, than to

raife from the Depth of ruin many Monu-
ments in whichhis Kindnefs and Bemgmty
-mght for-ever triumph ! ~

afs:thefe truly va}uab!c ‘Enbs,

-dmne dom projected the apteft: MEANS o

poﬁiblc, whlch appears in thc followmg
cafy Light.

Taz leeny of apoﬁate Man Ctmﬁ?ced in -

the Deprivation of his whole Natare by Sin,
and in his Expofednefs to the divine Difplea-

fure. on the Account of it, which was a juft .

and naturalConfequent of his erimfon Apo-

flacy ; and his Happinefs confifed in re~ - |
ﬂ:onng him to his originat Purity and Fel-

lpwihip with God, and to'the ftull Enjoy-
ment of him ; butthe Way to effeé this,
. in
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in Confiftency with the divine Juftice, Law!,
and Governmhent, was a Depth avhich no
~ human Underftanding could fathom:. .
TrAT God, whofe being is Love, fhould
fhew Kindnefs to the. Angc!s, who never
{werved from his Statutcs, is ca{y to imagine;
for though they cannet merit his . Favour,
yet they never incurred his Difpleafure by

Malecondu&; and it muft needs be natural .

“to Febovab, to Love the Image of his Purity
wherever it appears.

" Nor is it hard to conceive, that, the Als
mighty would be inclined o fuccour an in=
nocent Creature in Mifery ; for-in this Cafe,
there would be nothing to- obftruét the free
Efluxes of his unexhaufted Goodnefs ; but

how to fave a Creature that is as- guilty as .

- miferable - by its own criminal Choice, :is a
Difficulty too hard to be folved by the Wif-

dom of Men or Angels, Heaven' ‘itfelf

feemed to be divided on this .Occafiom
MERCY inclined to fave, but JUSTICE in«
terpofed for Satisfaction..

Mercy regarded Man with rcfpc& to

his Mifery, and its Pleas were fuch as thefe, -

‘fhall the moft excellent Creature in ‘the
Jower World perith, the Fault .not being
entirely his? perith for cver, without any
Favour ! Shali -no Compaffion be fhewn to
:mferable Mankind, who m their - original
s ‘ i StatC,
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btate, were the Beauty and Crown of all

e numerous Ranks of Being ‘in this infe= -

rior Syftem ;. fhall" the malignant Enemy

for ever Trmmph in the fatal Suecefs of his

- Perfidy, and reduce the whole human
Raceto the moft deplorable and remedilefs
Rain-?:On the other Hand, Justics, thd

Nature of which is, to give to every one his

Dhe, confidered Man as guilty -of 4 moft
' unoratefnl murderous, and  pregnant Inia
' uity; the Wages of which," dgreeable to

‘Dictates of Reafon, and "the { Law of
God ‘¥ DEaTH; this divine Attribute re<
. monflrates againft’ thewing any - Favour to
the 'urihappin’ Delinquents ;  and- queties;

foall wot the Fudge-of all the Earth do Right ¢

All the other Attnbutes feemed to be At
tendants on Juftice, -

. 'Fue WispoM of Gop cnﬁ;rced its Plea; 1
i Being ‘moft indeeent, that 8in; which des
metits the Execution, fhould procure the

Abrogation ‘of ‘the Law ;- which would éns

couragc the Commiffion of it, without Fear:

Faie MaJESTY of Gob was likewife éons

cemed'v for it was not becotning excellent
Gieatriefs and abfohite Sovereignty, to treat

in this ‘humble Matiner with Infenors and‘- ,

Deﬁquuents, arid 'to offer Pardon to ‘pres

famptuous; uitgtateful- Rebels, before they
S R T T  bow
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- bow at his Foot-ftoo!, and make Supplzcatmt
 to their Sfudge.

Tue Hoviness of Gop confirms ‘and co-
roborates the Plea of incenfed, lefed Ma-
jefty, and urges Juitice to execute the
Threatning annexed to the Violation of the
- Law; for febovab is of purer Eyes, than to be-
bold Imqtaty As Purity is the effentigl Obx
je€ of his complacential Will, swhich he
Loves immutably where ever it is, fo by
the Law of Contraries, Sin is the eternal,
, Object of his Hatred; and confequently fuch;
as are (with their tull Confent) under its™
habitual Rule and Government; becaufe of
their Conne&tion with it, be will not, faith
Yob, take the wicked by the Hand, or of ali
acquit them, as the Prophet Nabum exprefles
it: Purity and Pollution, by reafon of their:
contrary Natures, cannot mix or coalefs;
but muft maintain a perpetual Jar-and Dife
cord, till one or other is- dc‘&myed Far-l

ther, Sirs,

Tue TruTH of Gop bemg pltghEed i
the Covenant of Works,ftands engaged to fee
to the Execqtion of the Penalty denounced
in Cafe of Trefpafs, and if it is net; the

Matter fo requiring, divine. ‘Truth -fails;

but that .is 1mpoﬁible, and therefose -ths
Attribute joins iffue in the Conteft with di~
yine Juftice; Wx(dom, Majefty, and Purity,

and

|

§ 3 1
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and requires the Execution of the threatned .
Punithment upon the Offender himfelf, or
if extraordinarily difpenfed. with (in this

refpe@) it muft be on fuch Terms, as the

Honour of Gods 'Truth may be pre(ervcd
inviolate. .

- Turs fecmmg Conﬂl& among the divine
Attributes, no created Underftanding could
adjuft, and find out 2 Way- to reconcile infi-
nite Mercy with inflexible Juftice; a Way
to fatisfy the Demands of the one, and
grant the Requefls of the other: In this -
Exigency divine Wispom interpofed, and
in its unfearchable Depths devifed an Ex~
PEDIENT, to fave Man without' any Preju-
dice to_the Perfections of the Deity,  with-

~out-any Injury to'his Government over the
moral World, by cénflituting'a Mediator’
between the guilty Creature and himfelf;
that:by-transferring the Punithment -on the
Surety, Sin. might be punithed, and  the
Sinner faved; here MEercy and JusTice
Jalute each. otbar, and fhine with equal Glory
and Luftre ; the latter is fully fatisfied, and
the : former exceedingly magnified ! . Thefe
amiable Attributes in this mediatorial Plan,
join :in friendly Harmony, to promote and
fecure :the penitent - and behwmg Sinnérs
petpetu&l Happinefs ! = :

K2 - Nor:

.
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Nor is it unbccnming the Majesty of
God, to accept a returning Sinner, when a
xcdlator of mﬁmte Dlgmty interceeds for

m

Tre Puriry of the Alrmghty, is ‘not
in the leaft Degree difparaged” by his Cle-
~ ‘mency to Tranfgreffors, fecing the blefled

Mediator is a Principle and Pattern of Ho- -
~ linefs, v all that believe in him, and.the
. 'TruTH of God cngaged to ifiue the Fhreat~
‘ mngs of the broken Law, is by the Suffer-

ings of the Sinners Surety preferved invio+
late: So that all the divinePerfe@ions.con=
cur herein, and exprefs, to the eternal Aftes
nifhment and Delight of Men and. Angels;
inexpreflible Charms, Beauty, and Magm#
ficence! -
Here we may fce the Glory of" the blo$.
fed God, fhining in the Face of ‘the: venes
* rable and: dear Lord Jesus CurisTs wha
can Fathom the unfearchalile Depths of:-this
amazing Wifdom ? who can unfold-the
boundlefs Riches and Treafures of ‘this
fterious Prodigy and Miracle of Metcy | this
inexpreflible, -tranfcendant,’ incomprehems-
fible, and glorious Grace and Lové?: Strely
no Underftanding either human or angel-
cal, is equal to this Province ; it izonly the
_ I'amc mﬁmte Mind that COmerted this -itks-
A &nous
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firicus: Scheme of Salvation by. a Redeerner
that can comprehond it! .

Tut. ANGELS, thofe great, Minifters tha't
attend the Throne of God; flocp down witli
the deepeft - Attention, the firengeft Defire,
and nobleft. Pleafure, to beholt the rick
and-unfearchable . Variety: of manifold Wit
dom and glorious Grace that js: herein €ons
tained ! But though we cadnot;comprehiand
the Deepths of redeeming-Goodnefs, yet we
may. apprchend fo much as :to.be thereby
powd"ﬁdiy influenced to Admiration, Lave;
and Qbedicnec ! fo much asto be thereby
excited to cry onv:in the Apoftle’s Language,
© the. Depab of the Riches, both of the Know~
ldge and Wifdim. of God,  boay. wﬁarcheb]c'
ave bis fudgminss, and bis. Ways pafl finding

awt:H; Surely the Love. of Chxifl paffeth Koo |

lodgei! . Bat more particulifly] dear Sirs,
..+ Fuw Wispom of Gomiappéars eminently,.
4n tihing Occafion ffom: the:Sin' of our Pro-
geniter, to. bsing a greater Fribute- of Ho~
aoer to, God; and: greater Benefit to: Man,.
then if he hud.never tranfgreffed; Sin: na-
-tends to God’s. Dathonour, and-to:
thie €reatuse’s Ruin ; but: conttrary to-its nas-
toral Tendeney, it is: over Tuled by: & wife:
Providence; to . be the Occafion of the
greatoft: glory to God, andrgoodto ‘Man';
{0 that outqf the Eater, comes forth Meat)

. an
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and out of the Strong, Sweetnefs ; as'a Me-
dicine is extracted out of Poifon by the
Alembick; or, as the black Ground ina
Pi&ure, though in itlelf it contummatcs,‘
yet when fixed, with Judgment, in its proper:
Placeas a Shade, heightens the Luftre of the.
brighter Colours, and adds to:the Beauty of :
the whole Piece ! :

: DEAR Simrs, the Glory of God is. more
ﬂluﬁnouﬂy apparent, in the. recovery .of
fallen Man, than if he had never finned;
bad Adam perfevered inviolably in his -Luty
and Allegiance to his great Creator and So-
veréign, he could only have been -the Sab-:
jeét of divine Goodnefs, butnotin xtshxghcﬁ: ,
and moft endearing A&s, which are to- |
and fuccour the Guilty and Miferable ; had.
he tran(grefied, and Redemption not have
taken Place, Juftice it is true would have.
been honoured . with a folemn Sacrifice,. a -
folemn Triumph ! But Mercy, that amiable; .
henign, -and.. indulgent Attribute, would:
have’ been vaited with a total Eclipfe ! But:
now the Wifdom of Febovab in the Redemp- -
tion  of Man. appears, by according thefe:
Attributes, and making them fhine with
rival Charms ! ‘The Honour of Yebovab ap-:
pears as :much.in preferving the Authority:
of his. Law, - by punifhing our Surety in oar:

. e .
P s o Tt
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rooth dnd Place, as by the Exercife of his' .
Mercy in pardoning the Tranfgreflor!

Nor is it lefs honourable, my Brethren;
to the divine Wifdom, to reftore fallen Man
with infinite Advantage ; though innocent
Man - was holy, yet fad Experience verifies;
that he was .mutably fo; but Holinefs im
the redeemed fhall be perpetual, eternale’
Adam’s Stock was-in his own Hand, and :
hence he became a Bankrupt, but ours isin * -
the Hands of an Almighty Surety, who has
undertaken for us, and will be faithful to
his Truft: Juftice: itfelf being fatisfied, be-
comes oyr Friend; and afcertains our Pof=
feffion. of Paradice : .I might. add, that there
are Graces to 'be.acted by us in our fallen
State; for which . there were ho: :Objeéts or
Qcxafions in Innocence ; fuch .as Compaffion
to- the Miferable, Forglvencfs of Injuries,
and Patience ; all which being Emblems of
the.divine Perfe&xons, muft of Confequence
be ofnamental to, and perfective of our im-
iottal Souls, in- conforming them to the.
_ great Pattern and Original of Bcauty and
" Excellency. - :
5.;AeAlN, the Wifdom of God appears, i
appeinting {uch a MEDIATGR as is fuitably
qualified to reconcile God to Man, and Man: .
toGod:: A-Mediator that is God and Man
in. ope. Perfon, and therefore capable of the

Affections
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Affe@iuvns and . Semtiments of both the Har=
ties to.be reconciled : The Wifdom of :the
divine Conftitution "in. appointing -a Perfon
to :mediate, who i3 poffeffed. of the - diving
and buman ‘Natures, appears.move particus
lacly from-the -three Offices he cxercifes.in .
that \Character, vsz. Prophetical; Pneﬁiy,
and Kingly.'

. CONSIDERED a6 a Paopmy'r, it . was-nes
ceﬁuy that the Mepi1aTor: thonld be Gopy
thar he might deliver Inftru@ions with: more
Authprity and Efficacy; it is God alote that
can enlightan the Mind,. coavince the Cont
fcience, teachiand ‘change-the:Heart !

- JAND it was likewife neceffiry, Sms, thi
, hc»(hould be: MaK; that he:might converfe
with us, and.contey his Inftru@ions: to. us;
in {uch a tamiliar Way a5 we: could secervdy
fuch is the Weaknefa of our prefent: Frame; .
that the Majefty' of God's -Appearance,. oc-
cafions -a diftrefling - Pannic, ..and henoe;
when Ifrael had feerr {ome GEmpies of God's -
Glory and Majefty, at: the giving of-the
Law, they befought the Lord to fpeak-no
_more to them in.fuch a Manper; lef-they
died : And, no Doubt, Guilt- inczeafes our
Dread at the Approach of God; and’ theact
fore readers: us.unfit to. atténd with: dee
Calmnsfs to- his immediate  InfiruGicds s
An Inftance of which we have in the: Pro=

phets

e o . e e g i
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phet, who when he -heard: the . Seraphs
thout, Hely, koly, loly, is ile Lbd of Hefis,
the Heiavens - and- Earth are full of ibe
Mayefly of bis Glory, lammented-in this mourn-
ful: Language, wo fs me, I am undone, jor
rine Eyes bave feen the King,:the Lord.¢f
Hafts ! Infinite Furity, attended with awful
Majcfty, fo alarms our Fears; as to.rerder
us-unfit for Inftruétion ; but the Son of Gad
appearing in our Natute' to make Attone-
‘ment for Tranfgreflors, the Brightuefs of
his divine Majefty being vailed. with the
Mantle of his.Humanity,. is: thereby ailayed,
and {o more accommodated toiour prefent
State of Weaknefs:; hereby: we. are encou-
raged to draw pearito him, and.tohear with
- Compofure his gentle Inftruétions, which
drop as the Rain, and diftil as the Dew
upon the tender Herb. -, - <+~

Nor was the Union of the. divine and
human Natures, in.the¢ Perfon of the Medi-
ator, lefs neceffary, my Brethren, in refpet
of his PrizsTLY OFFicE; he muft be Man,
that the finning Nature might fuffer, and
thereby acqujre ‘a right to the Satisfaction
made ; for our Title 'to the. Benefits of
Chrift's Sufferings depends upon our Union
to him, which is not only fpiritaal by Faith,
but natural alfo ; foras the-Apoftle obferves, -
be who fanélifies, and they ko are fandlified,

T ) .IJ T are
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‘are all oney: i. e. -they have Communion. in
"the fame Natfure: Inafmuch as Suﬁ"ermg
“according to the divine Declaration was ne-
“ceffary to attone for Sin, of which the: Deity
. _is.incapable, it -behoved ‘our HJghaPneﬁ to -
" \be MAN, 'that hé might have a Capacity. for
it ; and that thofe Sufferings might be of
“fofficient Dignity and Value, and the hunin
I Natire fuppérted under them, it was as
-neceﬂary he fhould be Gob: =
2 "Nor: was it Jlefs needéal; Sirs, .that the
MebraTdr fhould. partake of both Natures,
.in - order to interceed for us ds a . PRrest;
:¢hat fo he imight have a fofficient Interéftin
- his Father’s:Affe@tion; to prevail in his Suits
“for us, and at .the fame: Time, be pof-
t'fefled of tender. Afte&tions towards: us;
vbeing the-Son of Gody brwr the Father aiways
bears, and being the Son bf Man, -be ¢s.
Y touched with the Feeling of: our Iryirmtze: ;
- we have thereforé Encouragement #o- come
* avith Boldnefs ‘to “the Throne of bis Grace, o
vbtain Mtwy, and ﬁnd Gmce 2o bt@ iz sze
i qf Need !.
: AND is” m not alfo - rcqulﬁ e, thzt thc
MEDIAT'OR fhould' be.Gop and MAN; in
+ regard.of his Kincry Qrrice? For unlefs
. e be God; how can he 2pply the Fruits of
. his ‘Death .to “us, difpofefs the firong Min
; dirtiied, amd “fubdue us to the Obgdicnce of
“Faith ? ) - Anp

. |
|
e mm e A mge - — :\:.-A-\...J
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;- ANp if he had not been Man, how could
he haye . led jus-into the Way: of univerfal
qumﬁfs, by the, Influence of his owh Exe -

~ ample; which is :doubtlefs an expellem: ‘Me~

thod to-refotin ‘Mankind ?-It-jis not enly. nez
eaflany to: enadt. Rules of; Virtue by a kingly -

- Authority; but lkewife by Examp;lc to.make
Precepts: practicable and hgnourable ;. when
Aarave Geverals; though Of the nobleft Line-
- .age, defign to,apimate their. Armies to he-
.roic Atchigvementss they yoluatarity- fobmit
-theis, Perfons to.all.the hunyble-. Qffices . anfl
-Hardfhips.df a Statt of Wer 3/ conrageonily
dead : their: Troeps into the high Places: of
.the-Field of, Batly, -and . expofe: their Lives
-to, the greate Parils!: This-our > Lard;hgs
. dene| for...us;; the Caprain¢f aur-Salyation,
-the King:of the. Chuseh, ;and Lord -of the
,Unijverfe; bas- 4&3'1 wde -fierfee? tbreugh
~Syf4rmg: BCTRGN TR I

ANOTHER Inﬁance, S:rs, of dw;me Wxs—
DpM! in- the Redemptxoo of Man; by “the
Lotd Jefus Chrift; is in making the:Reme-
dy to have-ome Analogy and Proportion.to
Athe Canfe. of ;our Ruin, .i.-e.as- we fell. in
ithe firft ddam, - confidered as-our Reprefen-
tative, fo we are reifed;by. the Second, egn--
_fidered in. the {ame Charalter; as éy e
Rifphedience of oney many.were: made. Sinngys,
fa 6y fbe Oé;tkance g‘ ane) m are_.made
Rngteom :
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Righteouss’ as Guilt and Death tame by the
firft, throngh IMPUTATION “to all:his: na-

taral Offepring, that are united to frim ‘na«

turally by Exiftence, (o Rtghtcoufnefs 4hd

Life conje by ithe Tecond: Adsm, through

IMPUTATTON, to all his fpiritnal Oﬁ'sprmg,
thar are united-to him fpiritaally by Faith.”

Makzova:n, ‘my ! Brethrén, divine - Wis-

mou is ‘confpicuous in the MANNER where-
by our Redemption’ i¢ -accomplithed, 4f2.
by the HomiLiATion of the SoN of Gob';
'by this febovab as it were-totnter ‘works
Jthe Sin ot Angels and Men. PrIDE- is the
'Malignity of every Sin, ,for byiit the Sinnér
“fets' up His'Will above God ¢ now that oiir
“dear Redeemer- might cure the Difcafe (we
‘labour. under) 3n dts’originat Source, by the

“Nature of ‘the :Remedy, ﬁphed to our ‘-

‘vroganee Humility: Man who is butsa Worm,
and.crufhed before the Moth, was vainly
-2nd wickedly -suilty of leh-’]‘real'on, in
- dffe@ing to-ho' like Gsdy -and thus: he fell
-from the State of HAppmefsJ in which he
tavas at firft -created! And the eternal Son of
A 'God who- was in the’ Form of Ged, “atid

ted it-fiot robbery to be equal with him,
ﬁooped to-affume the humble Forny of 2

" Servanty that by his Sufferings he might re-

- ftore fallén 'Mutx to his primitive P'urity and
‘ Bhfs; aﬂd by his Examglc correék that Ar-
G rogance,

e it g R
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rog:mcc, ~which'Was'‘the: Foustdin of - his
- fatal ‘Apoftdey, dnd all its unhappy Confe-
quences | The Word wasmade Fle, effy to bane
ith the Diftance between'God and it; O flur
pendans Abafethént! the Condefcenfion of
divine Muajefty harein, -is cqu?al to the Cont
trivance: of divine-Witdom ; both are-indeed
incomprehenfible; - bath! mexprcﬁlble' So -
deeadfyl- was the' Mulignity-of ‘our. native .
-Arroganoe, that fuch unparal!ellcd aftonifh-
ing: Arba(cmﬂm ‘tveh .of God -himfelf; was
neceﬁéry to it Cure 3 by thisour Lood de
\ﬁr yed the firft: Work of our grind Enemy4 |
ARTHER, ‘Sirs; the Wispom’ of God (m :
=Conne&m with. Aliightinefs) appears; in
-appointing foch contémptible, and:to. Ap-
Ppearancs contrary | IVMBANs,: te" :accomplith
fuch: great-and- glorieus: Bffedts’} .the Way
-is’ a5 wondertul as. itht  Work ; ‘that Chrift
- by dying on.the Crifs a- reputcd Malefactor, .
fhould ‘b2 made our eternal Righteoufnefs ;
¢hat by Death he fhiould deftroy hiin that
‘had the Power ot Death. and purchafe- our
Life ; that by dcﬁzendmo into the: Grave,
. he fhold purchafe ‘our Refurrection from
+it, and immortal Bleflednefs, is truly amaz-
ing, -and plainly fhews that thé Thoughts
.end Ways of -Geod ‘are far above ours, as
. the Heavens. are above: the Earth ; ftrange
that lmmortal Lif¢: fhould fprmg from
_ Death

4

v
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Death, Hongur from, Ignominy, Healing
from' Stipes, Blefledne(s from a Curde ! - this
is {o Contrary to the ufugl. Caurfe of Things,
that to render it credible, it was typified by
many Symbols; ‘and foretold by many Pro-
phets before it came to ‘pafs, that whep i
came, it: might be eftcemed :an .Effe® of
‘God’s eternal Council, almighty Power, and
- anfearchable Wifdom : - Though, Cliri# .crar
<ified be to the Jews a. flumbling Block, -apd
40 the Greeks: Faoliflingfs, yet to thofe rhat-are
£alled, ke -is the Power 6f God, and.the B sk
dom -of Ged ! Surely,, grear is the Myflery. of
Godlincfs,, God _ made. manifeff im, the'. Flefl;
-whateves . our  modern: -Exalters uf - carnal

Realon, and Monopoligers of Wilkdem, mus-

~ «fer- to the Contragy notwithflanding ; .thefe
:Men fay they are. Cluiflians, and et with 2
:Shew of -Wildow, and Bretext of Friend-
. 4hip to Jefus Chrift, they prelume-tocon-
_; front -the exprefs: Feftimony of his infpired
" Apaftles, they, labour; with Art and Addrefs
-4 rob his Religion of itsiGRAND PECUL EARS,
-and to-fubflitute. polifhed: PaG anism. in. jts
Place, and .would .have ns to believe .the
- Jre¥,- the :-JucaLE, that ithere.isitg mate-

-.fal- Tfference -between them:; rbut God
- forbid, wehave not-fo lgacned Chsift ;7 while
~-they.: prafels themfelves to -be; wife;. shey
..commence  Fools,. they become. :vain tii;'p

Ll cir

’ 4 . .
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their Tmaginations; -and their foolith Hestts
are darkned'; for sn the Wifdemn of God; the
World by Wifdom knew not- God, it pleafed
God by the Foolifbnefs of Preaching; to jave
thofe that believe, i.c. the great Sovereign
" and Lord of all; who has 4 right td do with

his own.as he pleafes,: has of his meer Mo-
tion, fo ordered -the: Matter, that' by the
humble Preaching of the Crofs of Chnift, ot |
in other 'Words, the MepiaTorraL Prax
of Salvation, by the Sufferings and Death of
“the Son of God . (which fome ftumble at,
‘4nd reckon inconfiftent and- foolih)- thofe
that bélievé fhall obtain -eternal Happinefs.
Such who reckon the grand Peculiars of the
Religion of Jesvs foolith and ‘abfurd, would
aét a more candid ‘and’ confiftent. Part, if
they reriounced the’ Name vof: Chriftianity
altogether - (for what fignifies “the « Name
- withoeut the “Thing) . and - epenly- declated,
that they reject the: Bible, asa fure and :ful-
ficient Guide to Heaven, and beake them-
. Telves to their Dawons,livig. . their GARNAL
Rzuson, and' Gracrress’ VIiRToE, to-‘a
Depeéndanice on' the:former as their fapreatn
-ard-fufficient Guide, in the Marteis of Re-
ligions and on:tie latter-us tHelr only Sa-
*wiout! sy Skl conie not -irito- thesy Seeret,
neiste Hohour be. show not wnsted D Let  Fewilb,
Grecian, and ‘Brivifo INFisELY ‘Jor{"l’-)xéﬁs
g e
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{the. moft inexcufable of all the reft, wlw
m the Mid{t of Light and Day grope in
Egytiian Darknefs) who in the Pride and
Stoutnt.[s of their Hearts, deride and bur-
lcfque the myfterious and humble Dcétrines -
of Chrift crucified, as a nonienfial Schemse 3
yet they never will be able by all their Art,
their Elequence, and foverengn Conterapt,
to drive thofe that have experienced a gra-
cious Change (a divine Birth) from the’
-Foundation -of their Hope ; no, fuch ‘have
an inward Witnefs, that Chrift crucified is the
Wifdom of Ged, and the Power of God;
and in every. fucceflive Pericd, till Tire
.concludes its : Drama, there will be f{uch,
‘who fhall not be afhamed of the Gofpel of
"Chnft, but glary in bis:Crofs, as 2 Badge
"of Honour ; ; for the Foum!atzm of God fands
Jure, Jenovau has gracioufly promifed, zhat
the Gates of Hell flall not prevasl ageinft bis
-Church, and that m Weopon jormea’ agany’i
ber fhall profper ! j
- But to proceed; the: davme Wl&DQM,
‘my Brethren, appears glorioufly in- forming
.the PLaw of the GospEL;: in {uch 2 Manner
.as at once to provide for:the CoMFORIF of
-Mens Seuts, and promote, the Puriry of
their MANNERs ; and thi$ indeed is'an in-
_feparable - Chara&cr -of divine. -Doctrines,
.that they. equally ‘terd to promqte ‘God's
Sy ’ ' Glory
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Blory dfid our Benefit; thus as the Way to
Bleffednefs by a Mediator, effectually fécures
8d’s‘Honour, fo it powerfully incites the
Sinner’s Hope, Love, and Joy ; by repre:
fenting thé blefled God as amiable, ‘benign;
“and ‘gracious, by providing a compleat Sa-
tisfaction to injured Juftice, that thus a Way
‘might be opened; -for a:liberal,” confiftent,
and ~horourable Effufion of diviie Goods
‘nefs; iniall its'innurherablé Inflances; in all
its ‘vaillls and valuable Effets, adapted to
every ‘changing Scene of Life, adapted to
sz?;y TCireumftance of the Indigent’ and
Diftrefled ; 'and fufficient to fupport, relieve;
yea, reftelh and content théln, in 'the Midft
sof Mifetie# and’ Woes 3 and undel a'Train
‘and Complication of the greateft:Calamities,
Which this Bockim, ‘this Staté bf“Exiles af-
Toitds ! Thefe primitivt aiid' faithful Sérvants
tof Chrift, the Apoftles, thedgh' théy ‘were
“by many reckoned Deszivers, yet they wer
Zrue, though they bad Nothing, yet they pof~
- Jefed all Things, though they wére Sorrow-
ing,  yetthey were ﬁ%mqs‘ Rejoicing ! the
MepiaTorIAL PLan thews us+how Gob
"Wiy b’ JusT, and yit the JosTIFIER: of HIM
wx'r’ BELIEVES ':ﬁ »ﬁsis, bécaufe J:f- his
ProprTraTioN.  This opens to dur View,
‘the unfpeakable Gift of the Son of GOD;
~arid "aflures us of the Gift of all Things
. M with
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with him in Cafe we believe ; in particul ,
this fixes our final 'Perfcveraricé%?{ Mﬂr,
"pefs, a crowning Mercy, upon the impreg-
nable Basis of the immautable PuRrPosk,
the Almighry Power, and faithful Pro-
Mise of Gon; upon the facred SuRETY-
suip, the compleat SATIsFacTION, and
perpetual INTERCEssION of the Lord. Jefus
Chrift; and therefore this Gofpel Seheme
of Grace and Salvation, opeps.ap upfiilpg
Spring of Joy,"and lays a firm, Egundation
for onr Hope and Truft;, this.calms the
- guilty, reftlefs Mind, and. . makes it rgjoice,

T Y

1n the Hape of the Glory of God, with oy un-
Tl (i of Gy | 1 TE
.. AND ‘as the Gofpel of Chrif imi%ﬁ?qsf )
our SoLACE, o it incites to. univerfal Por
~ RITY; dopot the Sufferings of the Sonof
GOD for Sin, give us 2 dreadful Regpre-
fentation of its Malignity .apd Danger ;.- ¢~z
ing nothing lefs could make Satisfaction for™
. jt,- and therefore ferve tg deter us from it?
“We may. judgé of the Dangrer of a Difeafe,
- by the Dafficylty of its Cute; notiing Jefs -
.gould " heal our mortal, Malady than the
:Blood of God ; ‘and feciqg. Chriff has gl
prefled fuch amazing Love to us, dacpy

4o conflrain ys to 'a voluntary, fincerg, agli -
BN = “unikomm

. e we

‘e i e mima . e N e e D o e S SR B
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uniform Obedrcnce, from that truly noblc
PrmCIPlé ?

Now" if the Gofpel of Chn& be fuch as
has beén defcribed, with what Ardour™
thouid wé celebrate the divine Praifes, for
this' Rcvelatxon, fo worthy of God, fo fuited
fo‘ Cafe of fallen Man"’ The' Apoftacy of

H} Parents was fo fatal to us, that no-
thing ifefs than infinite Widom could ﬁnd
‘out % fufficient Remedy !

Tasks is no Difcovery of this in the
Works ‘o Creation,” the Heavéns and Earth
do indeed prove the Exiftence of a' Supream
Being, by pointing to fome of his adorable
Attributes ; biit cannot reprcfent the Deﬁgn
of Redermiption, which has no Conrection -
Wi A the Exiftence of Creatures, but hangs
#¥dher ‘'upon the Sovereign Pleafure of
- Gol fihe Do&riné of  the Trinity, whlch

ﬂWomﬂatlon of the Mediatorial Plan of
"n, cannot be known by the Framc

;- (fm*can natural Reason by its utmoft
- FQeed, ‘dttain to-the Knowledge of*gede‘em- ~
. M Grace and Love; it is tug thiere are”
foffig temains of the Law of Nathefiin' the
+ Helift of Man, fome common Notiges“frut**
dera Vefligia) of the Differences’ betwen -
moral Good and Evil, otherwife the Warld
would f00n difband and-turn into the wildeft

M2 Anarchy,

AT L it T R
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Anarchy, the rudeft Chaos, and become an
AcrLDEMA ;. though Mifery when felt, ex-
Gites to look out for a Remedy, yet here
" Reafon is at a Lofs, ata Plunge, and quite
non-plufgd: How could the = Izraclites
imagine, that by looking to the Brazen Sep«
pent, thofe that were ftung fhould be hesls
ed ? and how can a poor Creature difceved,
by the meer Dint of his own Genius; 61 -
Light within, the Satisfaction of divirie Ju-
ftice by Jefus Chrift? No, they cannot'!
and hence it is called a Myfery frd from Ages
ond Generations ; nay,_thpugh the human
Mind had never been corru ted; it could
not by the Force of its RcaFoningsy find/:it
out ; for this the very ANGELS couldehot
difcover, till it was made known to théd .
by the Cuurcs; by the firft” cominiliat”
Chrift, and the Converfion of many td. ::
the Depths of divine ‘Wifdom W
vailed: . Lo
‘Tue Apoftie informs us, that o
of the Gengiles. was extceamly da

fiandings were darkntd,
- dlienatedsfrom the Life, of God, 1o
. Tgnorapee thet is in them, becasfe of 8
- nefecaf gbeiz Hearts: The Apofie:
clares,4hat .the  Epbefians were fotitrly.

- Darkefs, e while Pagans, dnd elfevifiges

he affures us, that zbe natural Man da}symt

...... underfiand
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wnderfiand the Things of the Spirit of God,
that 1bey are Fo_a_l;j/mqﬁc to bim, and be cannot
difcern them, Lecaufe they are [piritually dif~
cerned; and this was not only the Cafe of
¢the ruder Sort, but of the more polite and
Jearned 5 for, as has been before obferved,
the World by Wifdom knew not God : - Natural

- Reafon cannot inform us, whether God

AAREEEL IR ST cah g

will pardon ‘any Tranfgreflors at all, or fot,
or upon what Terms;; itis true the modern

Deifts, do. now tramp up a plaufible Scheme

of natural Religion, with Defign to overfet
#gvealed, butare not fo candid as to inform
~iis,, that they borrowed their Succours from
whe BisLE 3 without the Affiftance of which,
.petwithftanding their Pripe, and Pretence

AQ L ENETRATION (or fuperior acumen) they -

ald fpeak as darkly, doubtfully, and con-
Forefathers, the Pagar Philofophers,

fince. : »
HAT. 2 horrid Confufion of Senti-
hat a rude, wild, "and dark Chaos
g.". e 6y At g e
Points of Religion? Varro declares,
e were among them no lefs than
: fundred different Opinions about the
: %BIEF Goop, nor did they inculcate INTER-

GIVING

by, as their more ingenious and inge- -

he * Pagan - ‘World “before .
g, it refpedof the moft im-.

waL PuriTyY, and the Neceffity of For~
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GIVING IN]URIES, and the béft of them
offered but uncertain Conjeftures about the
IMMoRTALITY ™ of the Sour; a View of
-their Miferies may juftly hewhtcn our Value
for the Mercies we enjoy ;. while many Na-
tions dwell in Darknefs, and in the Shadow’
of Death, the Day-fpring from on High has' -
vifited us, and the Sun of Rigbteoufnef} ari-:
Jen with Healing under bis Wings upon us :
This diftinguithing, important; and unme-
rited Benefit, (hould fire our Souls with
- Love and Gratitude, and flir us up. to:
the moft affectionate Thankf{giving : It is
the Prerogative of God to reveal the Secrets
of his Kingdom to whom he pleafes ; how .
then can we refle& upon the divine Good-:
nefs towards us, without the warmeft Emo-}
tion, the moft admiring, grateful Sentis-
ments ? Surely, by Nature we are as, bhna‘,i
~ corrupt, and perverfe as any other Natipti}” .
what are we then, that Gad fhould he’ foé’ ”
gracious to us? If the. Publication of',tig.
Law to the People of Ifrael, was ijgiB f
reckoned their peculiar Treafure, what: thiens
is the Revelation of the Gofpel by the.Sorkd
6f God, which alone difcovers our Remedili -
and of which there is no_innate Notic&'#
human Nature, nor any gwen other
univerfally ? :
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.CAN this Pgngplexbg: eafily juftified, that |

there is. Somcthmg in all Mankind which,

if attended to, is {uffigient. to dire@® Mcn to
Salvation without the Scnpturcs P It is._ no
Matter what this” ‘Something = be caned,'
whethcr RE&SON, CONSCIENCE, or the
LicuT wITHm, fecmg the Sub(’ ance in-
tendcd i8 the famc.

Do gt ﬁhc ‘Scrigtures poﬁtxveiy dcclarg,?
bgp tbgra 1s no NS given ‘under Heaven, .
i 'wbu'b Sal- ;‘mz can be: vbiained, but: the-

’U% that Faith. comes ?, bearmg,*

N
aglam;ez-%{éy the Word of .G

Heaz‘/.ver'zs‘m ‘Darknefs;: without the Crenans
of ~Promife; without God, that they’ “érgﬁﬂr
. Lagk- of Vifiony and that all the-Unregene~

fate before’ Convicion: are” blind; deadc

Jeffed: with Satan, that-the Laght i fame ;s"

":kmﬁ, and that all Men bave it Fa:tb

v

' _,‘i . how can’ the aforefaid Prmcxplc agrec

ﬂleC Dcclagatxons ¥
5> do not Mxlllons of Fads. (WhICh

'ape thbborn °F: hings) in the Pagen World, |

the prefent and paft Ages, and in varioys
: N@t&qns, xonfirm :the aforefaid Teﬁlmon.y
oﬁ:Scupture? That the.Pacans, whatever

Rg.ms they take in their different Ways of
e

ligion (unlefs they obtam fome Informa-

. tl‘( t‘on‘

—— AT fees e e w7 T

that e-
eovehiut a Preacber, that - the
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"tioh from the facred Scriptiives) remath”ige
norant of tﬁé\'&fay ot Salf:’ntion by Chyift.
. Ir the Pack~s had this Xnowledge, i
it reafonable to think that" they wobld be
brought to the Profeflion ‘of what they be-
lieve with great Dithculty, 'in Places wher
“this Profeffion ‘is not attended wi'thfj‘axi‘;
" Danger ? ‘and yet this has often been the
i 8Tl g YT, ey
_oppoled with'.grear'ev‘ Uhence, apd ‘with-
“out any Senfe of Guilt, the Profeflion ‘6f
_ Chriftianity (with Saa? ‘bef¥e his Cénver.
" fion) if it be fo lni fct‘fal)l}i}tt%n’ as'is fig-
‘pofed?, Add why 'gb‘;nonf;:‘; oty fuch vatt
‘Multitndgs, ﬁpd&ur’ﬁ‘g fo, flany Ages, give
any Acgounit of this Matter#" " " -7 "
" 'FarThgk, is not one Digfigh of ‘the f
cred Soriptirés, Yot Déktrine and Inftrution,
' :’t'o,'"‘ﬁ_zfilé‘fi Man of God perfeit,” and throughly
" furnifpéd fo eveFy gocd Werk; now what
need is there'of this, if there be fufficiént
* Light in every"Man to diré&" him wiffidue
it?' i3 it not'ablurd to fay, we need™more
“than what is fufficient, of “that" wé”he{d
- more than we need ! is not theé Brsiz there-
fore necdlefs and fuperfluous, a't'céi‘dih"f{d

‘this Principle, and is this Principlé {afe,
‘that int its Confequences deprives us éf Qur
“BiLg? - o

Prav
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“PRAY isit not the Bufinefs of Paflors afte
God's Heart, to feed the People with Knowledge
and, Undérflanding € and is it not the Defign
of their Office to turn Sinners: from Darkk
iefs to Light? But 'what need is’ there - of
this Inftitution ‘at “all, ‘what ‘need of any.
- Labeurs to infttu Mankind, it Men have
fufficient Light without it in themfeives ? Ts
not Preaching at any Time-or Place, ont

this Plan, an Abfurdity; a meer Farce?

Ard why did the Apoitles take o mirch

Paine in traveling and preaching ! why did |
they run fuch Rifques, and' endure fuch
Hardthips ? was it to do a fuperfluous Bufi= -

ficfs, to ‘teach People what they knew alé -
teady, or might know withdut their Affift-
ance? -if fo, ‘was this prudent in them (fe¢-
ing they carried on no Bufinefs of Mer= .
thandize or Traffick in' thejr Travels to
enrich themfelves) .or 4 good Argument
that thiey had the full Exercife of their Rea-
fon ? pray did they fuffer Stripes, Impri-
fonmerit; of Dca:z, like wife Men, or
Fools,for doing what was needlefs;judge y&: -

Uron this Hypothefis, is. it rogab{e,

that ‘we fhall be duly fenfible of the Valug
of our religious Privileges; fincefely thank=
fol for them, tenderly concérned for thofe
¢hat want them, and ufe Diligence to &:;
‘ ""f s e N.\ v St
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felite - them to. Chnfhamty, when we judge -
that they, are unneceflary. i
~BuT to prpcccd is not the mcomprc-
henﬁblc Myftery of redeeming Wifdom and
Grace, well worthy of.our ferious. Thoughts
and Study ; fecing it exccls all other Scxcnces
in the Sublimity of its Obje&; the.Ccrtamty
of its. Principle, the Efficacy of its Influence,
;and thc Valye, of its End ? O
IT is.a.Doéirine that affe&s the Soul, '
pv:,th tb; highet Admiration of the dnvme
W ifdom,. Grace, and Love ; and makes. us
§ eak i in,the P(a'rmﬁ:s Languagc, bow wons
rful are tby Thoughts to us-ward? when
the. Almighty hereby uras .our. Captivity,
awe are as: thefe that "dream 3 this. opens be-
fore. us the grandeft T hcrm:, that was ever
egpofed to mortal Eye,. or Ear ; a Com-
ication ‘of Wondcrs, the.. chief of all the
ays of God ; ﬁrange that he who fils-
Hcaven and Earth theuld be confined i ina
Virgin’s Womb, that Life. thould die, and
bein .dead, rcvxve.' that Mercy (hould . tri-
umph, thout mfrmgmg on the Rights of
luﬁlﬁC .
, THE Prmc1ple of this m}ﬁcrnous Do&unc
q xmmutaxble, like God the Author and
Object of it ; whereas. philofophical Sciences
€ frcq}lently ﬂnftmg, almoft every one,
l{;rqugh Pride ‘and exceﬂive Self-love, - is
difpofed

1
)
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difpofed to defpife and pull down what ano-
ther with much ‘Labour builds u -

- AND how precious and powclgul is the
Influence of this Doérine, upon. thofe that
believingly receive it ?, whilke they bebold as in
a Glafs the Glory of the Lord, 2bey are trdtgﬁ
Jormed into the fame Image, from Ghry to
Glory; this is eternal Life to know God," and
e _/z'a Cbr ift whom ke bas fent : O let us cry
carneftly to God, that Chrift crucified, may
be more and more. the Wifdom: of God,
and the Power of God to us. dmen, dmerg 5
'dear Lord ]Esvs Cnxxs‘r, fay, AMEN
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SERMON I,

Prov. 8. 17.' T Eove them that Love me,

-~ and thofe that Seck me early l/ball Jfind me.

ter, underftand that Attribute of the
"divine Nature fo called, whereby God
perfe@ly knoweth all Things, and
maketh known to Men, what he judgeth
_neceffary or _expedient for them to know ;
others underftand it of the fecond Perfon of
the God-head; who is called the Wifdom
of God, becaufc of the Difplays of this Aty

tribute in the Method of Salvation through

his Blood : And indeed fome Paffages agree
better to the former, and fome to the latter
Opinion ; probably 'both may be joined to+
gether, and the Chapter may be underftood
(of Chrift, confidered partly in refpect of his
ity and pastly in regard

. . 4 -

SOME, by divine Wspom, in this Chap-

bof his prophetical

€ey
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Dffice, by which he was to impart - the Mind

and Will of God ta Mankmd and a&uaﬂy
d:d fo.

.. By  revealing it to, and micnbmg it
. on. the Mind of Man at his fieft Creau(m,
and after "his .Apoftacy; by renewing the
effaced and erazed Chara&ers of the divine
Image, in {fome at their Converfion, by the
Finger. of 'his Holy Spirit, who are hence

catled bis Epiftle, awritten not with Imlr, but |

awith the Spirit of the living God; not in Tabls,
of Stone, but .in /" ofbly Tables of rbe Haart
2°Cor. 3. 3- )
2. By pubhfhmg it to.the Prophets and
Patna.rchs, tn the Pime of the old Tefta-
ment, at fandry Times and in dlvers Man-
ners, Heb. 11. And, :
' 3. By declaring’ it in his | own perfonail
Miniftry, and’ by his Apoftles, and others .
of hie Semnts, under the Gofpel anpﬂn-
fation.” -
. I Love them tbat Love .me, i.g. thoug h :
‘their AffeGtion bz a fmall and mconﬂdcrable )
Thing ' to me, I kindly accept it, and wiil
gecompenfe it with Love and Favour; and ‘
-thofe thaet _/'eeé me early, jball find me, i.e.
thote wha in their young Years more. efpe-
ohadly, from a Principle of Faith unfeigned,
and " fipream Réfpe& ‘endeavour fincerely,
.and fleadily 0 obt;v qny Laws, beforeb?d
above
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" above all other Perfons and Things, {haﬂ
find an Intereft in my Favour and F rlcnd-r
thip.

IT is only the firft Part of the Text, that
I purpofe now to difcourfe upon, I love
them that love me: Here let us enquire,
what LovE to the Lord Jesus Curist fup-
pofes and implies, and how the blefled
Jesus loves fuch, who love him?

: Now Love to the Lord Jefus Chrift,
uppofes 5 .

i fpffTHE KNOWLEDGE of ‘our want of
Love to him, our Enmity againft him, and
Inability to love him? For the Difeafe muft
be known and felt, before it be oured.
- 2. Anaffe@ing Difecovery of his Amiable-
gefs and Excellency, which are the proper
‘Objects and Incentives of rational Love. And,

.3: It fuppofes Fartu in him, for Love
. is_the Fruit of Faith, by which it works

(Gal. 5.6.5 Now Farra is the fenfible,
_Sm-ﬁck Sinners, deliberate and unrefetved
Confent to embrace Chrift, as the free Gift
of God to perithing Mankind, as its Pro-

phet, Prieft, and- King, under an Imprcﬁ-
‘{ ion of its abfblute Need of him in thofe Of-
fices, and with an entire Dcpcndcnce upon

:him “for all needful Relief by them ; toge-
,ther with'a full’and firm Purpofe of Heart -

ta deave to hm, 10 dcny itfelf, :to takeup
RN his

! 3
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his Crofs and follow him (ob: 1. 12. Acts
go. 22, 23, 24.) And, . '
4. It fuppotes fome Senfe and Perfuafion
of his Lowe to us, without which the Soul
will not go forth with free, grateful, and -
vehement Sallies towards him: We lwve
bim, faith the Apoftle Jobn, becaufe be loved
us firft (1 jfob. 4. 19.) whom baving not Jeen, .
i. e. by an Eye of Senfe,ye Love; jyet belicving.
ye rejoice, with oy un/peakabte and full of
Glory (1 Pet. 1. 8.) ‘
"FARTHER, Love tothe Lord Jefus Chrxﬂ,
implies, Effcem, Defire, Delight, and Sorrow.
To fuch as love him, he is tbe Chief
amorg Ten Thoyjand,, as the Rofe of Sharon,
the Lilly of .the Vallies,. fairer than the Chil-
dren of Men, fazrer than “the Sens of Ged,
the holy Angels, bis Garments S m’/l of M{yrrb,
Alloes, and Cafia. - Farther,
. Such as love the blefled Jeﬁis, eamcﬁly
and infatiably, defire after .Coniinunion in
his. Love, and Centormity to his Laws; as
the Hart, when chafed, panteth after the |
cooling Brooks of Water,: {o their Hearts pant
after God, yea their Heart and Flefb cry after
the living God; as the Plalmifts {peaks.
. Aca, fincere Love.implies DELIGHT ;
1 fat down under bis Shadow, fays the Spou!c,
.'wztb great Delight, and bis Frust was fweet
_ . . ta
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to my Tafle,as a Bundle of Myrrb was my Bes -
loved unto mie, be lay ull thi‘t &ez"w:xt my -
Breafts.

_-ANp, Sirs, the Sorrow of the loving Soul
. in the Abfence of his Lord, is equal to his
Delight in his Prefence : Ay Soul, fays the
Spoufe, failed when be [pake, 1 ﬁugbt bim
but I could not frd bim! O nothing .can
fupply, to Satistadtion, Chrift's reom in the
Soul! when he is gone, it languifhes and
moans, in the Midlt of 2il the Honours,
" the Fleafures, and Affluencé this Earth af--
tords, as the poor Furtle Dove, when be-
reaved of its Mate.

As to the Confeguents of Love to the Lord
Jefus Chrift; I may obferve, that fuch ‘Per-
fons have aa’rmrm Thoughts of the Freenefs
and Glory of the Grace of .Gop to them in
ﬁartxcular, being humbled by near Views of

is great ‘Miuiefty, and unftained Purity,
which in Whitenefs out-veighs the -driven
$now ; and feeing themfelves to be the Chief
of Sinners, they are juftly amazed, that fo
glorious 4 Sovereign, fhould take fuch gras
cious, fuch diftinguifhing Notice of fuch
mean and vile Creatures as they are, when
many of better Accomplifhments are pafied.
by! and are ready to fay, in the Pfaimifts
Language, what am I, and what ¢s my Fa<
* dher'’s Hozﬁ that tbou kaft brought me bi<
therto?
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#berto? and as Sfacob, I an not worthy of thé
Veaf? of all the Mercies, and of all the Truth;
which thou haft fhewn to thy Servant ! (Gen:
32. 12.) " T
A Senfe of this infpires their Souls -with
Sentiments of the moft ardent GRATITUDE;
which they are at a Lofs how to exprefsy
and therefore, fay, what fhall I render to thé
Lord, for all bis Benefits towards me 2 uns
der this Impreffion, they invite the ani«:
mate and inanimate Creation, to affift their
grateful Song; and eeclebrate the divine Hos -
nours (Pf148) - . .
. FARTHER, fuch as lové the Lord Jefus -
in Sincerity, make Confcience of keepring
Gop’s . Commuands without Exception, in
Heart, Speech; and Behaviour to thie Dedth
(1 Yob. 5. 3.) for this is the Love of God,
that ave keep bis Commandments, amd bis Goms
Wandments are not grievious; then fball wé
hot be afhanied, when we bive an unfailing

Refpect to ol the divine Precepts. |
I may add, that fuch as love Jefus; are
heartily " coricerned for the Homour of his
Nanie, and Interefls ot his Kingdom ; and
hdve an unfeigned Love to the Brethren:,
The Reproackes of thofe that reproach bim; fall
$ﬂ them 5 nor can they be edfy when the
ays of Zson mourn;; but on the contrary;
when her Captivity is reftored, when poor
o o Sinners

ST TTT - T e T e e



o8 Early Religion recommended.
“Sinriers are convinced and converted, they'
are as thofe that dream,tbeir Hearts are filied
with Gladnefs, and their Lips with Laugbtery
" while others either leflen, difpute or deny
* religioas Appearances, - and feem to be a
afraid of fome Mifchief coming upon the
~ Churches by them; but are eafy when Res
Kgion has funk into a dead Form, and is
ready to Breath its laft! Sirs, if we do nor
love owr Brotber whom we bave feen, awsth
a pare. Heart forvently, bow can we think
that wg dve Ged, whom e bave not feen !
Now the Love of Chriff to fuch is unexs
_ ¢ited and entirely immerited, he pitied us
when in our Biood,when there was nothing
to invite hie Refped, when we were Ob-
jects of Loathing and Abhorience ; thew he
loved us; fpread the Skirt of his Garment
- ever:us, amd hid us kve ! O the incompre-
- henfible Giories of his Grace-and: Gosdoefs !
O the inexprefiible Richés, and Freenefs of
his dear condefcending and amazing Love /
.~ FarTHER, the Lewve of Jesus 15 frong
and gffeffionate to his People ; they are his
- Newels, his Treafure, as the Apple of his
Eye, be accofts them ' in Terms of the .
greateft Endearment, my Love, my Siffer,
sy Dove; they dre written on the Palms of
bis Fands,~and gravemas o Seal wupon. s
" Heart, for theic fakes he affumed ‘human
P S Nature
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Fature in- its moft humble Circumftances,
hid down his Life, and tred the Wine Prefs
of bis Father's Wrath alene 3 be commendath bis,
Love to us, in that white we were yet Sinners;
be died for us; yea, he fympathizes with ug
in all our Sorrows! S

AcaiN, the Love of Chriff is effeitual, it
difpofes him to Guide us with his Eye in
our Perplexities, to fupport us with hig
Arm under all outr Preflures, and to fanCify
and fweeten every of them to us, by his
Spirit and his Lsve! As he ‘has purchafed
our Salvation by the Price of his Blwd, fa
he applies it, and prepares us for the full |
Enjoyment of it, by his conftant Inferceffon. ,

ONce more, the Love of our dear Lord
Fefus Chrif3, is invariable and eternal; both
a parie ante; and a parie pofi, as he loved
us from everlafling, fo he will love to it;
and hence, it is faid, that be loved ws with
an everlafling Love, end therefare with hhving
Kindnefs has be draion us, 1. e. in Time ; and

. that xwhom be kves, be kves to the End; he

bears with many Weaknefles in his People,
sad though ke fometimes cbafifes their Ini+
gusties with Reds, and their Trenfgreffions
with Stripes, yet be will not utterly take away
bis hving Kindnefs from them, or fuffer bss
Faitbfulnefs to fadl; thawgh be hides bis Face

Jor a Momew, ta try aur Faith, .ot humble

02 ) our




. Chrift differs from, and is much fupenour

© the- -proper Obje@ of Love ? now our deds
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. our Pride, yet be will return with ever/a/L
ing loving Kindnefs : In this the Love of ‘

~toall ‘human Love, which often varies, and y
: ls at Tongeft but of thort Duration.-

" From this Subje&®, we may learn the‘
unhappy and dangerous State of fuch who
love not the'blefled Lord - Jefus, . fuch who
have net experienced what has been before .
faid ‘concerning it; for all thofe are liable
to ‘that dreadful Sentencc (1 Cor. 16. 22.}
if any Man love not the Lord :‘fcﬁu Cbrtj},
ket bzm be Anatbema maranatha. _

I humbly and carneftly- entreat all “bus:
efpecially young People and Children (with. ,
whom I hope to meet with moft Succefs)-
* to Love the. Lord Fefus Chrift. T
" Reason invites you, for he is ammlrle
and excellent in himfelf; ;5 is not Lovelinef8’

Lord Yefus Cl?rz 1s infinitely, inexpreffibly
'Lo've{yyd.be is fbﬂe and rug’,d tbepCbzef;'
among Ten Thoufand, his Lovclmefs is' beft -
- -pear, whereas that of Creatures, in the pre-
fent State of Imperfettion, appears beft. at
- a Diftance, like a Piffure coarfely-drawn'y:

- Thc Redeemer’s Beauty does neither infpnare:

“or fade ;. for his Excellency; and our: @bh:t‘.‘;
 gations to him are infigite ' But the’ Betm
of Creaz‘urc: fad:: as the. Gmﬁ it is.derive
o dependent

e e _...'::«:' . .; ;JSM; ‘
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depcndent and limited, and therefore may
pe over-valued, to the Neglect of the great
Original, from which,all created Excellency
proceeds ; and comparcd with which, it is
but as a Drop to the immenfe Ocean, or a
little Duft in the Badlance, to the whole Globe
of the’ Earth! In him there is a Concur-
rence of all Kinds of Excellency, both
greated and uncreated, in the higheft Degree
of Eminence, without any Beginning, Wane,
or Period: Some Creatures excel in one
Grace, and fome in others, for which they
deferve our Efteem and Refpe@, but he
excels in all at once and for ever, he is the
Arpua and Omzca, Time or Eternity: i
will never mar his Beauty, or wear and
W_‘rin’kl_e' in his Brow. And, dear Sirs,
-GraTiTUDE fhould likewife conftrain
you,. on ‘Account of his Love to poor Sin-
ners; fhould not Love incite Love, if not,
where is your Ingenuity ? are ye not worfe
than Pugricans, in Neglet of this; for
they love thofe that love them ; worfe than
Pacans, for divers of them had noble Sen~,
timents of Gratitude to BenefaGors, and
acted accordingly ; yea, worfe than BeasTs,
for. the Ox lknoweth bis Quner, and the ﬁji
lm Mafler’s Crib2 ¢«
~*BuT not only Reafon and Gratitude con=

@fre to invite you, ‘but Irzterg/i vyour grand, ,
your

A e R RN o s —_— - e ' [ S SRR
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your eternal Intereft calls al.oud for your
Love to the dear Redeemer ; in cafe yau
love him, he will love yoy in return; and
if the everlafting God, who has madc alt
Nature with a Word and manages the vaff
Creation by his Beck, is for it is na
Matter who is againft you ; waxnl direét
* your Steps in every Maze of Life, and make
ou fweet and fafe in his Arms, and under
his ing ; among all its thifting Seenes, its
numberlels Sorroews and Cglamsties; and in
- due Time bring you o a City that bath Foun
dations, whofe Builder and Maker is God; a
City built-upon a firm Bafis, entirely ftecd
from all the Viciffitudes of the prefent State ? -
DEAR young Peaple and Children, give me
" Leave to commend my Mafler to your
Eftcem and Acceptance, O he is mﬁmtely
great, he is inexpreflibly good! never wag
there a Mafler, a Fatber, a Friend, a Huyf~
band like him ! what Labours of Love did
_be perform, and Sufferings in Name, Body,,
and Soul did he endure for us. He whois .
the eternal GOD, a felf-fuflicient, inde<
pendent and glorions MajesTy, whom alk
the Ancers Worfhip, and before whafg
Fect they caft their Crowsns, a Beine to
whom our Goodnefs does not extend ; that ha
thould be fo cancerned for our Salvation, as

though his Happinafs depended upon otul::;
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that he who is Lord of all, thould aflume
‘the Form of a Servant, that we might bé
made the Sons of Gop? that the Mapefly,
of Heaven fbouldcome not to be minifired unto;
but to minifler, and give bis Life a Ranfom
Jor many ; that ke who is from Eternity, and
dwells in the Bofors of ineffable Delight,
thoald become a Man of Sorrews, and ac¢t
quainted with Gréef, that we might drink g

the River of Pleafures that is at bis right
Hand ; that be-who was Ricu fhoudd become

Poor, that we through bis Poverty might be

wade Rich: That the Sword of God's Wrarh
Jhould awake againft the Man that was bis 'k
bow, that the Chaftsfement of our Peace fhoald
bo laid upon bim, that through s Sz‘rx}')e::?.!f
might be bealed: That the infinitt GOD
thould beconmie Man, yea, 2 Worm, 4 -res
proach of Mem, expofed to unjuft Scandai
end Contempt, by thofe he caie to feck

and fave ; that he thould #%ep, and Groah,

and Bleed, and Die for us? that he fhould
be deferted by his Father, which occafioned
his bloody Agony, and dolefal Outcry ont
the Crofs, Elbi, Ebht, Lama Sabacthany§
that he thould be fad and fore amazed, yea,
Jorrowfud roer’ fo Deatb, and hang on
accurfed Tree, between Crimihals of the
moft emormous Kind, as' a Spectacle ¥
Heaven and Eaith, who hud thade "both’
[T .. as
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as if he was fit to be entertained bj ncither;

and there infulted and derided, io the Mid{® |

of his inutterable Anguith; there pxerccd in
bis Hands and Feet with Nasiks, and his
Heart wounded with a Spear, from whencé

. came Bleod and Water, to heal the Nati-

ons; his Body having been before furrowed
with Scourges, and his Head pierced with

Thorns ; fo that he was all over of a Aloody

Gore ! O fad, ftriking Spe@acle! to fee tha
Saviour of the World thus expiring ; 15,
Wonder the Eqrth thook. at its Center; thé

* Heavens gathcred Blgckncfs, the Rocks rent;’

and the Dead awoke at’ this extraordinary
PHENOMENON, when their ‘CREATOR re-
igned his Breath, and Life itfelf died! and

rcly, we. ‘muft be more {tupid than iga< -

nimate Nature, harder than - Rocks; .thah
Adamants,. if we are not moved with the

 Yiew. of fuch a mournful TrAGEDY, to

which there never was, or ever will be any
Parallel! O how aftonithing is the Liove
and Goodnefs of Jesus, that he thould: en<
dure fuch Sufferings for us, who are utterly

- tnworthy of his Regard, and unable to re-
. quite it, yea, not fo much as defirous of it;
till excited by his gracious Influence; that -

he fhould endure for fuch' worthlefs Crea-
tures, fuch Rebels, Wretches, Enemies;
who are by Nature poficfied of Enmity

againft

B .a«,-J
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againft him, his Law, his Gofpel, his Go=
vernment, and covered with the baleft De<
formity and Pollution, an inexprefiible, yea,
incomprehenfible WeicaT of Wor, with
unbroken PaTIENCE, ftrong DESIRE, and
kind INTENTION, to purchafe for them a
HaprpiNgss as immerited, as inutterable and
immortal, a Happinefs fuited to the original.
DigNiTY of 2 Sour, and equal to its vaft
Desires, and endlef. DuraTion!
AND does this adorable Lord. Yefus, ufe
the greateft Earneftnefs, .the humbleft Con=
defcenfion, the moft endearmg Importunity;
by a Variety of Means, ws2. his Word, Or=
dinances, Providences, and by the Influen=
ces of his Holy Spirit, 'to allure us to dccept
of out own Life and Happinef§, to accept
of the invaluable Purchafe of his Blood and
Death, and does the compaffionate R edecmer
weep and grodn over us, as over impenitent,
unhappy Ferufalem 5 O that thou bad [t known
fn this thy Day, the Things that belong to tbj
Peace, you. will not come unte me, that yé
wmight have Life; does he cry aloud to us; -
“as in the great Day of the Feaft, ifany Man

A A

ts a-thirft, let bim come unto me and drink; -

come unto me all ye that Labour and are beavy
laden, and I will give you'refi; does thé
amiable Majefty of Heaven, knock dt the
Door of our Hcantis), ‘and fay, "if any Ma;;
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will bear my Voice, and open the Door, I will
some in and [fup with bim, and be with me ;
does he wait till bis Head is wet with the
Dew, and bis - Locks with the Drops of the
Night? O ineffable Prodigy of amazing
Goﬁlike dear Goodnefs! and will we dare to
thut our Ears, againft this Charmer’s Voice,
will we harden our cruel Hearts, againft all
the aftonithing Stoops of a dying God and
Saviour, againtt all the Yzarnings of his ten-
der Bowels, againft all the Cries of his Suf-
Jerings, his Tears, his Groans, his Blood,

inft the Voice of Reafon, of Fuftice, of
Intereft, of Ingenuity, and Gratitude, againft
the eternal Salvation of our Soyls !.then is
not our Blood upon our own Heads, are we
not felf, Soul-Murderers, the greateft Mon-
fers of Ingratitude and Barbarity, the vileft,
bafet Wretches upon the Creation, worfe
than Jews, who lived under a dark Difpen-
fation, worfe than Pagans, who have not
the Light we enjoy, yea, worfe than Devils,
who never had an Ofter of Mercy fince their
Alpofh.cy! ‘our Iniquity has no Parailel, no
Cloak, no Apology ; if I bad not come and told
them, fays our Saviour, they weuld not bave
bad Sin, but now their Sin remaing; what
Damnation does fuch Wretches deférve ?
this is the Condemnation, that Light is come
into the Werld, ‘and Men love Dariknefs raiber

T . than
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than Light, becaufe their Deeds are Ewil;
bow fhall we efcape if we negledt fo great a
Sakvation 2 Surcly, 1t fball be more tollerable
Sfor Sodom and Gomortha, iz the Day of the |
Lord, than for us ? '

My blefled Maffer is not only Good and
Gracious beyond all Expreflion, but his
Work is Rational, Honourable, Noble ; Holi-
nefs is the Beauty ot Gob, the Ornament of
buman Nature, and Bleffing ‘of Society; his
Wages are likewife great; O! his Love is
ravithing, it makes the Soul ferese and glad
in every Situation, it turns the thickeft Dar-
nefs into Day, and makes the meaneff Morfel
Jweet ; by this we feel fecure in all Dangers
and Viciffitudes, and intrepid in the Midft
of the moft formidable Enemies; by this
the darkeft Glooms of Providence are en-
livened, and a Smile put upon the Face of
Death ; and if it be fo here, what will it
be hereafter ! for Eye bath not feep, nor Ear
beard, neither hath it entered info the Heart
of Man to conceive, what Godbath laid up for
thofe that love bim. - ‘

Wuat a Father s Gop, how tender,
indulgent; and rich; furely, his Children -
may expe& from him infallible Infreétion
in Donbts, impregnable Defence in Dangers,
and an evcrlaﬁn%\dlnbéritqnce, that out-
weighs in Value Millions of Worlds! O

' P2 how

. — o . - M. A
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how defirable is the Lord Fefus Cbrifi, as a
Friend, he is All-wife, knows all the Sor-
rows of his People, and how to relieve them
~out of them all: He is dlmighty, able to
execute the Defigns of his' Wifdom againft
.all Oppofition from Earth and. Hell; heis
Affectionate, willing to exert. his Wifdom
and Almightinefs in Favour of thofe who
love him : He is every where prefent, if we
take the Wings of the Morning, and flee to the
utmoff Ends of the Earth, afcend the Summit
of Carmel, or dive the Ocean’s Depths, he is
there; his Eye fees us, and his Arm can
‘help us; whither we are at Home, or A-
brpad, upon the Sea or Land, in the City
or the Wildernefs, we may have his Pre-
fence, if it be not eur own Fault! -he is
Immutable and Immortal, far from the Sha-
"dow of Change, the ALpuA and OMEGa,
-the Beginning and Ending : Whereas earzhly
_Friends, on the Contrary, are weak fighted,
_hav e \fbort Arms, and are fometimes unkind;
. either at Times they miftake our Difeafe,
“or are unable to help us, or unwilling if
" able; ‘befides they are confined to a Place,
" very variable and but of thort Continuance..
Ir you defire to love the Lord Jesus
CHRIST,. depart from the Foolifb and live, and
- “avale in the Ways of Under]landmg ; beware
z@f ﬁnmng agamﬁ Light, encourageGod’s
ot gracious
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"gracious Motions; attend  with. Conftancy

and Serioufnefs upon the Means of Grace,

bewail your Want of Love, and often mes

ditate upon the, Miferies of that. State; Pray-

~ earneftly and frequently for this Grace; and

O! confider that Youzh is the beft Seafon for

Relzgzorz, the moulding Agpe, .in which the

opening Mind, and ‘(comparitively) tender .
Heart, are more  geady..to reccive worthy

Sentiments and. ‘pious Imprgﬂiom, ‘and morp

like to retain them. . .

Ofyjestion. MY.. Friends. will be Aﬂgry
/Infwer, It’s bcttcr thcy.{hould be fo, .than
the great, Gop  “we muft forfake -Father and
Mother, for Chnﬁs Sake,. ' when called
thereto, otherwife.we. cannot be bis Defciples.

Object. 2.1 fhall foffer Reproach. A. What

: then? it; s wnhout Caufe, the Almighty
will bear-you up; under.it, and graciouly re-
ward your patient and chearful Enduring of
it; we muft go. wztbout the Camp to Chrift,
bearmg bis. Reproach ; .and is it not better to
be reproached, than. damned?

Qbject. 3. AL,MOST all of my ﬁge neg]e& _
Religion. A. More. is the Pity ! but we muft
not follow a Mudtitude to-do Evil, if fo, .we
fhall be-damned, with the Crowd; no, we
fhould imitate the nobicand. manly Refolu-'
tion of .Yofbus, who in .a Time of great
Degcncracy, openly- dcclared in the Pre-

" ~ fence

PP PR
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fence of the Tribes of Ifrael, if it feem evil
to you to ferve the Lord, chosfe you this Day

whom you will , out as for me and my

Houfe we will ferve the Lord (Yof. 24. 15.)
 Objet. 4. 1 {hall lofe all my Pleafure.
A. You will lofe no Pleafure that deferves
the Name; as for the Pleafures of Sin; they
are brutith, of thort Duration, and followed
even in this Life with more Anguifh than

they yield Delight! what then will be their

Confequences in the Life to come? but in
the Service of God, you will find folid,

. fubftantial and fatiSfatory Comfort, for

‘Wifdom's Ways are Ways of Pleafantnefs, and
all ber Patbs are Peace. -

- Object. 5. SoMe that are Religious have
Kittle Pleafure. A. That is their own Fault,
it is hot owing to their Religion, that they
are at any Time fad-antd deje@ed but to
their Wandring from the Laws of it, orto
“their melancholy Conttitution of Body,
which - is a natural Difeafe, that does not
concern Religion at all, and therefore thould
not be caft upon it: So far as any are reli-
‘glous, they have Ground of Comfort, for
Light is fowon for the Righteous, and Glalnf
Jfor the Upright in Heart ; and all Joy with-
out this is inere Madnefs. -

Objec?. 6. 1 am now bursied with other
Things, } may find a -derter Sesfon qu;;
' - Woras.
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wards, A. No it will be worfe, your Incli-
nations to Good will leflen, and your Obfta-
cles encreafe ; befides you are not certain of
a future Seafon, the Almighty may fay to.
thee, as to the rich Fool, tbis Night thy Seul
Jball be required of thee ; and if you fhould
have Time, you may have no Heart to im-
prove it, ke that is often repreved, and bard-
eneth bis Neck, fhall fuddenly be deftroyed, and
that without Remedy ; pray remember thefe
awful Words of God (Prov. 1. 24, 25, 28.)
Becaufe [ bave called, and ye refyfed ; Ihave
Seretcked ut my Hand, and no Man regarded ;
but ye bave fet at naught all my Counfel, and
would none of my Reproof, I-will alfo lough at
your Calamsty, I will mock swhen your Fegr.
cometh. . : :
Object. 7. I fhall be calied a' Fool, a. Hy-
pocrite, an Enthufiafi. 4. We muft pet lofe
Credit with God, to get Credit amoag Men,
for this will hurt both our Credit and Ufe
fulnefs ; it is better to be called a Fool, than
to be one; our greateft Wispom s to fe~
cure our HappinEss, by the Ufe of propes
Means in their due Seafon: As to the Charge -
of Hypocrify, when levetled againtt carly and
fincere Rel}::gion,« it is unjuft, and we thall
meet with a gracious Rewsrd for our pad
* tient enduring of it, in this and a future
World : If all are Hypocrites, who are

hearty

-~
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hearty and ferious in Religion, then where

is true and vital Piety to be found ? farely
not among Gualess, Demafes, Formaliffs, and
the Herd of the Prophane (Mat. 5. 20.) then
it muft be among thofe that ar¢ in Earref,
or no where upon Earth; and if no where,
then it will follow, that Chrift has no Church

Militant, which is abfurd and falfe; he

himiclf has affured us, that the Gates of Hell
Jball not prevasl againft 'bis Church: As to
the Charge of Entbza’mfm, it is but a Gingle
of Words without a Meaning ;- it gs indeed
Enthufiafn, to malce Fancy, Paffion, or Impulfe,
our GUIDE in religions Mattersy buf to
take the Word of Gop for our Rule, and
exercife our Realon in the Uz of all appointed
Means to underftand it, to have our Minds
firft informed, and then our Paffions engaged
in Proportion to the Tmportance of Things,
cannot be juftly liable to that odious Charge,
for. without thefe, our Paffions would be
given us in vain, and Religion be but a
" dead Carcafs, which Chnﬂ: wnll reje& with

Abhorrence I ¥

" A¥D now dear young Ones, what havc
you againft early Religion? ¢an ye be too
foon fafe arid happy? would it do you any
harm to havc God to be-your Friend and
. ) : Fathel'g

b 'j"'" Re'v 3 ;6.

s

.
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Fither; and Heaven your evéilafting Home P
;wberqure do you fmd your Miney for that
which 13 not Bréad, and yodr Labvtir for that
kobich profiteth ot $ it fiall 5 Peifin give
in Excbange for bis Soul, if be fhould guin thé
Warld and lofe the fame ? why ftdnd ye all thé'
Day idle in the Market Plice? why do ye
delay ina Matter of Lifé and Death? are ye.
in Sufpenie which is the beft Maltet,” Gob or’
the Devil, which the beft Wérk; Sii or Flow*
Imefs, whlch the beft Reward,: Héaben ‘or
Hell, 2 Place of the grcateﬁ: Gilory and

Bleflednefs, or of the moft ¢xquifite Tor
ment and Mnfcry? why balt g¢ between tin'
Opinions, if God be God ferve bini, or if Baal
be God, then follow  bim? refolve: with the
réturning Prodigal; that you wiff arife and
goty aw' Fiither, and fay unto-bim, Fatber, I
lm've mied againft Heaven, and gm mo' iotd
10 be called thy Child; O make ni¢ af

bne of thy bired Servants : ‘Thete would bd
- Jov in: HEaven at yout Corverfion, and
Jov upon Earra; O'! fo bleffed, fo'ims=:
rtant an Event would gladden youfPaﬁem s
edrts, if pious, in which Delight I'fhoufd
flrare s will you' Comifort n? Héart, by
loving my deat Majler fpec ily, ﬁn“cere‘fy‘
mdi predmly? O if you' will. '
dafler, tell mie; aﬂd if ot tell m'e, tbm‘ .
Imy tum tr the Right Hmd or ty the Left ¢
Q. . Othat
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O that I knew how to. perfuade you, alas,
_ will no ‘Argument have any Influence? -

then you are the. Caufes of your ewn Ruin:

I am’ loth to leave you without prevailing

with you;. what Aniwer fhall I return to.

my dear. Lord that has (s:m me to Woo youP

fball I tell him that fomne of you are willing

to be efpouled to him for ever? O may the

Lord grant, for. Jesus Sake, that this may

' be the Cafe of you all! . -

- AND you, dear Children, 1 befeech you .
wn:h Love and Bowels of Tcndernefs, as upon
oy bended Knees; to, love the Lord Jesus -
CHRIST, to pray earnefly for the Pardon of ‘
your Sms, and .that God ‘would. make: yo
gopd in your  Hearts, by. ‘his Holy bpmt,
without ‘which you cannot ‘go to Heaven
when you drc, it is not, dear Creatures, too
foon for. you to be goud ;. no, the fooner the

‘ bcttcr 5 if you think on Chrift and love him,
you. will find more Sweetnefs than in your.
Flay, than.in your Vicluals, yea, more Com-
fort than in your fine Clothes: You may fee
ip that good little Book, Mr. JANCWAY's
Qoken for . Children (which I befeech your
Parents to procure you) feveral Children as
young as.you, that Joved the Lord, .and there.
are feveral little Ones, as. well as young
People,. ‘that are now earneftiy feeking God
in this Country, and why fhould not ycu

as
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as well as others? your Souls are ‘as preélé)usz
as theirs, God has been as good to' you;
Heaven would ‘be as fweet, and Hell will
be as bitter if you negle@; why then won't
you try to feek God in Earneft ? s jt not 4
Shame for you to be hard-hearted, thoixghh
lefs, and flothful-about your Souls, whild
other little Ones dre weeping over their ' Sins;
and: praying to GOD for MEerey P won't
it be dreadful for you to be left behind ther®
and - to be caft off, while Gop-is -embracing
others in his Arms; and giving - them the
Kiffes of his Love 2 you are ‘exceeding bad
and naughty in your:Hearts, and your Lives
are full of Sin, you cannot go to Heaves
as you are, till'you be made gad, and yéu
canhnot ‘make your felves good, it Is the Lord

. only that can make you good; and you have
no reafon to hope that he will do fo, unlefs
zou pray earneftly to-him for it, and firive to

- be good ! you mift know, ‘dear little Qnes,
thatyou do not deferve this Favour fromhim,
and that you cannot deferve it by any Thing
that you can do;'for you yourfelves, and
all'ye do, are ﬁlthy and polluted by Sin;
aild thefefore you muft afk frec Mcrcy, fbr
Chrift’s Sake b :
'O donfider,: th'at you may never live- tm E
you gfofw big;for the moff, by far, die when
“they “re httle and “this may be..your- Cafe

Vit 2 in
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ina few Days, in a féw Hours ; ha'n't you

feen Coffins as fhort as your - fefves, carried
to the Grave? and would not it be terrible
for you to die unconverted, and to bury in
Hell for ever ? your being ygung and litle
won't keep you from that bad Place, and
from the bad Man, unlefs you be good
your felves beforé you die. ,
- THE Lord JEsus calls every one of you,
dear little Ones, as though he mentioned you
all by your Names, to foriake your Sips and
come to him, in thefe fixeet Words, fuffer
little Children to come unto me, for of fuch is
the Kingdom of Heaven ; I love them that Jove
we, and thofe that feck me early fball find me 2
O how glad would your poor PARENTS bs
to fee you good ? .their Hearts are fad and
troubled when they find you do not mind
your Book, when you negleét your Prayers,

fpeak bad Woerds, bteak the Sabbaoth, and
keep Company with naughty Children; Q

try to be gopd, and Chrift will love you,
and all good People will love you; qut of°

. the Mouths even of fuch Babes as you, God

wil ordain Praife; his Power and Grace in
making you good in-your Hearts, will ap-
pear glorious ; by your early Copeern:aboug
your Souls, older People would be athamed

" of their Security and Sloth ; and you do nog
know what Good it would do ta yoyr poor

Relations 3

4
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Relations ; your Brotbers, or Siflers,” and
others, might be hereby turned to Gobp,
and faved from Hell; would it do you any
Harm, dear little Orze:, to have God to be
yopr Friend and Father, and Portion for.-
ever ? -O mav a‘gracions God :blefs yed,
dear ébzldren, n§ help you to love Jl-;sm
CurisT. AMEN, -

S
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SERMON 1IV.

Pxov 8. 17 And thofe that feek me ear{y}

_/ballﬁndme

Y Jeeking CurisT, we are doubt-
lefs to underftand, our ufing alt
appointed Means to obtain an In-
tereft in his Favour, and Confor-

- mity to his Image: The Exprefﬁon Jup-

pofes s

1. Our Dz/fance from GoB, not LOCAL,
in regard of Prack, for the Almighty is
immenfe, and every where prefent by h:s
Essence, but MorAL in refpe@ of Difpo-
Sition 5 the Unregenerate are far from Gop,
in refpe of Kmowledge, Union, Interef,

Communion, and Conformity : They have no
- fuch experimental and influential Knowledge-
, o Gop, and divine Things, as makes the

generaf Frame of their Mmds bumble, fpiri-
tual,
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tual, beavenly, and reforins the Temor of
their Conduc? ; their Light is generally. cold,
“or but luke—warm, or if there be Heat
with it, it is proud wild, irregular, and
tranfient, bhaving no abiding good Egfec?
upon the Heart and Life; this natural
Knowledge puffs up filly Souls, with ground-
lefs Conceits of their Attainments, and
makes fome of them fo overbearing and
pragmatical, that they are the Bane and
Pefts of Society, not fit to be touched with-
a Pair of Tongs; they often -meddle with
Things too bigh for them, to their Difgrace,
and go. out of their proper Spberas, as hg@
Bodies (who are juftly fet in' Rank and Filg'
with Thieves and Murderers) (1 Pet. 4. 15.)
making Mifchief"in the Church and State,
and turning all to FLAME and Fury : Far-
ther, the Unregenerate are far from God,
in refpe of vital Union, for they have no
Faith of a faving Kind, otherwife they
could not be unconverted : And without a
Union by Faith, the Friendihip of Gob,
Communion in his Love, and Conformity to .
his Image, cannot be attained, for be that
believes not, 1s condemnned alreaz{y, Faith m
by divine Appointment the Medium of Fel- .
lowthip with Gob, and the Means of Con=-
formity to him (2 Cor. 3. 18.) -
. : 2. SEEKING
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2. SEEKING Chriff fuppofes our loft Statd

by Nature; till we find the dear Redeemer
as our Friend ‘and Hutband, we our felves
_are loff, our Txme, our Tal ents are foft,

loft for ever; we are like a Traveller tliat-
has loft his Road when. on an Errdrd that
concerns his LiFe ; like a Sheep wandring’
in a Defart, amidft Wolves and othier Beafts’
- of Prey; like a Ship adrift before a Tempefls
vithout' 2 Helm;, or Compafs, in a dark
Nfgbt towards-a rocky Shore !

,But, bow fhould Chrift be Jought in vozmg‘ v
¥ears in order to fond bim, and wh
anfwer; he'thould be- fough': i the fo ow-
ing Manner,

1. Berore' ol other ‘Tbmgs, this is the'
divine Command, feek " firft the Kingdem' of
‘Heaven, and all other Things fhail be added
unto yom, as this Concern has a Pnonty of
Digaty and Inportance toall others, it con~
féquently deferves a Priority of Ordsr and
Time in our Labours and Purfuits. :

2. Wit Impsrtunity, it is our- Dutyto -
ehdeavour o take the Kingdom of Heaven'by
Violence and Firce 5..0ur Lord enjoitis us' to
Jhrive to enter in at the fireight Gate, the ori-
ginal Word is' Agomzé, and this' Precept is
enforced by the follewing Retlon, for muany”
jball Jeek to enter, and ﬂ’all not be able : SAL+
VATION, my" Brethren, above all other

s o Thmgs;ﬁ

d
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. Things, deferves our moft anxions Irzgm—
ries, and earneft. Labours 6*0! if 'we were
wounded in Hea{t, wlth the.. Apoftle Pe.
fer’s Hearers, we :wauld, enquire as ‘they
_d:d what _/Zalz,,‘wa abfo; be: [pted? And,
.. 3..HuMBLY ;.2 Blefhng. 4sfgronounccd y
-ovr Lord. (Mhtmg‘.) upon,, fuch,m af:,,paor
S Spirity and that for th\s(‘lytaﬁm becanfe
2heirs is phe Kingdem of Hagren 5 1o this Man
~will T look, faish the Alml.ghty by the_Pro-
, phet, who is paery and of @ cor;trtte S;fzr.zt
.and, irembles at. . Warda e -
4. PENITENTLY, bewailing our Oﬂ'crg;es,
i;md forfaking; of them ; &z the wicked Man
Jarfake bis Way,.and the unrightepus. Man_ bis
Thoughts, .andJet ki tunnypte, God, and be
- twill bave Jercy,,. upmx bzm, oud to cur: vod,
for be will abundantly pardepy. end except. ye
.. repent, faith . the. Lp(d }e{us Ch;lﬁ:,i y¢ feall
- all likewife periff .,
.S BEL)EYQ{GLY ;V ba tqu‘ zome.c ta bad
. muft -believe thatibe ¥s, and. t&at be’ 15 {Z'v‘t‘-
. tparder iof - thofe thep ayfeignedly feek: bqn
- Noneé will ‘mgke Gnd . :thqx: Refage, nnlefs
. they believe be., kﬁﬂ,(ft and i gracions ;. and
‘hence the Enémy, to pravent the F light,of
awakened Stnperg to Géd in, Chritt, -endsa-
vours to pdr(uadd fomé af. them,;; tha; ;}g
.5 no Gop, no CHRisT, or that he is fev acsr;
R

N FUUEL N | . ot o) y o
TR RN N\ e AR “‘\ W & ;
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~'and unwilling to help ahd fave them; Lord
if thou wilt, thou can'ft make me clean. .
" 6. Younc Petfons thould feck perfevering-
+Jy5 they ought to continue fecking till they
fbtéin, elfe ‘8l their Labour:is loft, and
*their Souls tb ‘boot ; fome:feem to run for
'"‘a“awhile, “hut 4re by-and-by hindered ; they
“Begin in the Spirst, but énd i the Fiefb: ‘The
“Almighty complains of the'People of Ifrael,
~in moving Language, upon ‘this Account;
< OEphraim,wbit fball I do unto thee? O Judah,
twobat. fhall I dp unto thee?” for thy Goodnefsis
-*as the Mortitig Cloud; and as the early Dew,
* ybiat foor” paffeth avidy ¢ Wt is the End’ that
- trowns' ‘theScene ; #f ahy Man dratw bask,
"Mays the  Alwighty, ‘my Soul 'fball bave no

1 Plegfire im0 ther kt w5 run fo- that

Jpe maytobtafn {0 L
=\ 2" REGULARLY ,;ﬁ ‘begin at the right

gnd, and try to lay the Fotindation of Con-
“Verfion fitft, "beforé ye preténd to build the
“VSupérftructure of . Holme% it Life; the
* “Building witl fland the" fitmer, when the
< Fotndation s well) Hidg,! ye * thoild
Dfearih’ yotie Wounds by the Law, before ye
Hiatrethpt €6 get thém bealed by the Baim. iof
i Gflead’y yé Ahould firft! ufe propér Meéans to

“12& thé’ I’eep}afitcd‘in Ch' ' hforeye Vo &
PUCORN S R PREPHE N ,_:‘.,f‘, ,,,.,Pt&

brs ' 1 |
3 Sralss opus melius, f bene fixa Bafiss
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ped - it will dring - forth Frust %o God; nor -
dream that a Thorn will bring forth Grapes, .
or a Thifile Figs; fecing that.a corrupt Tree, .
cannot bring forth giod Fruit, be entreated,
therefore, = . . Tt
1. To examitie your State towards Gop,
~qnd that " fpeedily, impartially, and ‘tho-; -
roughly, in order to find out whether ye
afe juflified by the Bliod ot Chriff, and rege-
nerated by his Spirit ; ‘it will fignify nothing
to Salvatjon, to reform the, Life, "z cle‘a'n',gv
* the Outfide of the Cup. and P)qtt'e‘r_",’ while the:
JInfide is overlooked, ‘the Foundation negleét-
ed, or fuppofed to be good without fufficient
Grounds'; for “all'that is built upon a bad
‘Battom, will come’ down one Timie or other;
feg to it therefare, that the Fyundation be
good, or ye do’ nothing to Purpofe in 'Refi-
gion : For our Lorp pofitively declares, that
except our Righteoufnefs exceeds that of the
Scribes ' and Phatifees, we fhall in'no Cafe
. enter into the Kingdom of Heaven (Mat. §.
20.) and we are” elfewhere énjoined: to exa-
ming ourfelves particularly as to the State of .
our’ Soucrs, 2 Cor. 13.°5. . 'Exaniine your -
Jekves, whether ye be in the Faith ;' prove your
own felves.; know_ye not that Yefus Cbrift ‘i,

“in’ you, ‘except y¢ ‘be Reprobates.’ ", >

2, JuDGE your fplves, that ye be 1ot judged,
“i, e. in order to Prevent the Co’n'dc:g:péon'
. oo 2 ! &."i'_j "\;.L_.I: wogf

“ o,

PER g -
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of GOd, cc\m«.fem‘n yo'ﬁft"‘ felves ‘fo far as theré: .

fpect of your “Thoughts, Words, and Adi-
ons, but of 'your Sfare ; this is the Reof of
the Tree, to which the Ax.muft be laid
this muft be hewn- down before another
Foundation be formed, which will not fail
you in Extrehﬁg ; what will it avail to fuf-
fer a deceived Heart to' turn you afide, 2

your Right Hand? it is foolifth and vain o
fay, you ‘are .rich, and sncreafed in 'Gbc,z{j,’
while you are poor and 'miferable, and, biind
¢nd ‘naked; dnd yet thic, alas for it, i§.2

B H

common Cafe: For_as SoLoMoN obferves,

NN

-is Ground' for-it; and that not only in re:"

Sfeed upon Abes ‘and go to ruin with a Licin

there is a Generation that. are pure in their -

Filthinefs ; there is T ay.bg [eéms right 1o
&.gn. 1hé Eind whereef is foe Ways of Deci.
. However you may -flatter your felyes,

the great GOD will judag acording to

own: Eyes, andl yet are mot, cleanfed from their

Trth;; pray 15 it not better to know the

worlt of your ‘Coidition, whil there ¥ i

Opportunity -to get' it remedjed ? jt.is not
gnough. .to acknowledge’ you are Sinners,
or -to fear you are meonverted, but you muft

* Rmow s, and feel its Miferies, betoré. yaqu

gre bealed. 57

‘God and your Soyls? ate you jufhificd or
. N - N \ N . - k)

not}
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will' arifwer with “in"Alr of Tidifference," 1
do tiot_know; how, not know what is.of
the greate(t Conlequence *for Yo, to “kriow
of dny Thing ElfE? ‘withofit this oli‘do et
Kiéw whether yoirthould B éoifforted of
terrified, or how tg “pray. 6" Biife, ‘or :do
REENERP e RIY Ay NS S

any other Duty of Religion 5 for ydu know
fiot ‘#hat to pray Yor,-or %hat to be thank-

Ful:for ; It'your Srate i gbod,’ ¥t nedd ‘thie

not? “dre you LoAderted oF not’? pethapsyoﬁ

Comifort of it $n.a World oF "Chdrige and
Milciy, and F7Bdd, ‘to be'alfeded with a
T A DS IR Tl s SR ET DT S o Rl + S DY By U S
View,of tite Dafjers of i, that'fG you'ingy
prize the Réedeerhdi, and fedk" Hith in €af- |
nett; for the WL neéd no ‘PEficidn, bt 4
Sick ; the Wiint of this Knowledge, ‘nrakés
ail your '_}'eY%I.'_o'yfr“Lfdfébdrfs,. 1'Kind 'of Chinde-
rcdley; - 3 y-bufitelf, ‘2 'Matter- of mete
Form dnd Complizicnt, thic are never like
to"anfwer a vifilible End ; 'no! by thefe
ignorant, #‘ﬁ}{e'—\i&ﬁin,f randani Performances,
:»yc,fl"vf;ﬁl'@”,,,iké‘ ‘to fix yoir felves on ‘a'falfe
~Bottom, 'to your atter Run'/ ™" . "
.. Tr your Sfate could ‘Hot 'be kiown by
_You, you.would have fome Aporocy; ‘3‘“
tia Chfe i pot "o T sy b Known
Almighty 'has infercd ‘miny Characters “of
2 Wark of Grace'in his Wird, by whichthe
"cornmands you to'try your felves’; "but ybu
are either fo lazy, that you doniot careto'be
‘ at

are

¢
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gt the Pains to enquire, or afraid that if

ou did, you would be aneafy ; well, what
if you was uneafy for a little Time, -in order
to your obtaining true reft, is not this better
than to be eternally tormented in Hell ?
your Reafon mutt fay yes, why then do you

a&t the Contraqry alyou take it for granted :
74

clthcr before or. after a very partial,
fuperficial one, . that your Foundation is right,
nor do you defire Affiftance jn your Ingut-
ries, no you think becaufe you are Fools and
blind, that you have Knowledge cnough
your felyes, to' determine that important
Point, upon which your eternal ALL turns;

. but if you were awakened out of your Sleep,
.and faw your Ignorance, Vilenéfs, and the
. Worth of your Souls, . as Peter’s Hcarcrs,
.and the Faylr did, you would enquire of
. others, who could dire& you, what you
" fhould do to be faved, and that with great

Anxnety! as to your Bodze: when in Danger,

* you will confult a Phyfician, and a Lawyer
about your Eftates, and why fo, byt becaufe

you love and value them ? but the Sakation
of your poor SouLs, isa mere Trz'ﬂe in, your

~ Effeem, and therefore you can take that uj

- on Truft any how! a Proof of which i,
O your being without an%v confiderable Unea-
. "finefs about them, for

. Years; though you do not know whethcr -

ecks, Months, nay

‘you




“ward religious Priviledges; for many: o

you are juflified-or candmined','tur;/éd or bleffed;

" Childrén of Gop, or of the Devil, bound
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A c,: \

for Heaven or Hell: This,without any other -

Evidence, proves to your Faces, that you
are in the Galk of Bitternefs and Bond of
Iniquity, becatl®e* you are Flfb; but tb
bring the Matter ‘to 4 Point, you may cer=
tainly ¢onclude your State is damnable: 1f
~ 1.-You build’ ‘your Hopes of Happinefs
upon _the uncotvenanted Mercies of Gop; yois

-cannot with Reafon expect Salvation merely
‘becaufe of God’s Merey, without comiply=

iixg with the Terzs upon which it is ‘propos

‘fed 5 for if fo; the Truzh of Gisd wonld fail,

whicli'is impoffiblej the'God of Mercy has
pofitively'declared, that except: ye ‘repent,' je
Jhall all ‘likewifé perifb; that be that believes
not; fball “be: damhed, and thit except ye be

. born again, ye cannet fee: the Kingdom' 6f God ;

or upon thie 'Drath Of Chriff unapplied, uitilefs

ye receive Chrift “and' his Benefits; b&y that
Faith which purifies the Hear?, wworks by Love
to: Gop and” Man, and overeomes the Worll,

upon the good Openton ofothers, or upon-out-

bave

- 1. e. makes us vi€tdrious over the Pleafifres,
~and Enjoyments-of the World, ' he will "o
" tnoreifave us, than Bread uneaten -will aou-
~rith -a-human Body. " It is equally vain arid

- deftructive tobuild your Hopes of Happinefs
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bave a. Name to live, are dc'ad and neither

Gircumaifon or Uncircunicifion will quail any

%ug, lut. the new - Creatire : Nor s it
any goord | urpq(c to depend on fuch Stérrings
of Affection, or Refoluticns, as are not fol-
lowed with-ap inward Chapye of the . emj:er
of the Hegrt, and a boly Life (b 3.

Pe;2.7 Cant. 8. 5. Heb. 12. M) ;t:s
equally . pertl tlous to build yaur Hopes ot Hop-
ﬁmq/i upyn yaur own Rightccufnefs, iz that
‘you neither mean or do auy, Body apy-Harm,
_that yop as. bcttex than )ou haye bceq,!gettcr

.....

you, thct; aro ql‘e P‘éart[ € Grounds LIIh

JA8..11. ‘¥5i) mor is jt true, that vou-de all

that God ¢pables you, you sight pray.more,
~and ftrive more many Ways than yeu dc,
.and thcrc(orc you -build. your Hgpes upon

Falfwed, O.awfull and. pray remember,

.that fuch as are of. the Waorks of the Law, as .

_ye are, are under the Curfe (Gal. 3. 10.)

WL, but -perhaps you will ackngw- '

'lcdgc that, fuch .26 have no ev anoehca‘ Re-
;pentancc, no favmo Ttaith, {hau penfh;
-and that you. youriclvas want them,- ang yet
if 1 nmnedlately atk you, again, what if you

die. this, very Day, in .the fame State you

v ackaow{cdge yourfelves to-be in without a
Change, .where will your Souls go?.yon.
- will tell me in the fame. Breath, you do not

know;

rad
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know ; (this anfwer Ihave had from manyy
and therefore I fay well fpeak it) what
" don’t you know that' CurisT fpeaks the
Tra:h, when he fays, you (hall be damned®;
But I hope for Mercy ; how, againft the Truth
of Gop, then you hope he will prove a
iar to fave 'you, that is, ceafe to be God,
for he cannot be a-God unlefs he be true to -
~his Word ? fee what Nonfence and Blafphe4
my you build your Hopes of Heaven upah 3
alas, for a miferable, infatuated World$-"

2. You may: conclude your State to- be*
bad, if ,you ha'n’t been flain by the Law
to all Dependance upon yoar Obedierice to
it, for Juftification' before God 5 I tbr
the Law, fays the Apoftle, am dead o 't
Low, that I might ke unto God. ‘

3. Ir the Gofped of Chrift has not been
opened and applied to you by the Holy Spirit,
fo as to approve cordlallyf of this PLan of
Salvation, zbirf} aiter the Mediator, conferit.
to embrace him in all his Offices, as the Gift
of God, and depend upon “him entxrcly fot
Salvation. :
. 4. Ir, in Confequence of - thls, you have
not been brought to Fellowfhip with God in'
the Duties of Religion, i.e. toreceive nght‘
and Life, and Sweetnefs fromn hxm, dAnd: it
return toyield your{elves and your All to-his
Scrnce, with Admiration, Leéve, Gratnmdrd
6 an
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and Refolution, to cleave to him and his
Ways to the Death. ,

5. IF you are not fpmtual and holy in
the Bent and general Frame of your Hearts
and Spirits (fobn. 3. 6.)

6. Ir you Love not God for his Holinefs,
the Beauty of his Nature (as the Seraphims
do, Jf. 6.) and his Lew, and People, for the
fame Reafon. - -

7. Ir you do not honeftly Labour to for--
fake your Conftitution Sins; and to be holy
in all Manner of Converfatlon (Mat.- 18.

8. 9.)

8. Ir you .are not fully determined to"
forfakc Father and Mother, and lofe Name,

Eftate, and Life for Chrift's Sake, and much

~ more to forfake your wicked Companions

~ (Mat. 10. 37, 38. Prov. 13.20.) .
Now fuch as find their State to be bad,

" by thefe Things I have mentioned, and- yet:
are fecure, I advife and entreat them to me-
ditate upon their Difeafé and Danger, a View-
of which, is moft likely to awake and affe®
them. O confider, Sirs, you are under the
Guilt of the Sin of Adam, in breaking the
firft Covenant, and hence it is faid, that we:

ere by Nature Children of Wrath (Epb. 2.)
and that #n bim.all bave finned (Rom. §. 12.)} .

ye are exceedingly corrupted in Heart there;
are in your Nature an Esmity againft Ged,
- and

 SEEm—— - = A &_QWWJ
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and continual Contrariety to all the Precepts
‘of the moral Law, which being conftantly
in you, are a Breach of the whole moral

Law every Momeént; O fhocking Thought!
being corrupted Trees, all-your Thoughts,
Words, and Aélions, natural, civil, and fa-
cred, are more or lefs fnful, all of them in
retpe& of Form, and many of them in re~
fpect both of Matter and Form; how vaft
then muft the Number of your Tranfgref-
" fions be? you are guilty of innumerabie
Negle@sof Duty to God, to Man, and to
yourfelves? you are acceffary to many Sins
of others, either by Negle&t of Inftruction
and Counfel, or by bad Example, oy by
both, your Sins are heightened by the Light
and Love you have oppofed; for hereby
God’s Authority and Graceare ina greater
Degree contemned. You have in fome re-
fpect brought the' Guilt of Chrift's Blood
upon you, crucified him afrefh, by beha-
ving unbecoming your Profeflion of him;
and by flighting his dying Love; now 7f be
that defpifed Mofes’s. Law died without Mercy,
of bow much forer Punifloment,fuppofe ye, fbakl
be be thought worthy, who bath trodden under.
Foot the Son of Ged-(Heb. 10. 28, 29.) bots
Soall ye efcape; if ye negleét fogreat Salvationd
this 15 the Condemnation, that Light £ come
: S22 - .  into.
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into the World, and Men kve Darknefs
rather than Light, becaufe their Deeds are
Ewil, o
As to your Danger it is inexpreffibie and
amazing, you are condemned by the Laew,
becaufe you have broke it, and by the Gofpel
- becaufe you have not complied with its
Terms: Becaufe you [y you fball bave Peace,
though you add Drunkennefs to Thirf,therefore
all the Curfes of the Book of God are upon you
(Deut. 29. 19, 20.) becaufe you [peak Peace,
Peace to  yourfelves, without Foundation,
therefore fudden Defiruction fball come upon
you, as Traveil upom a Woman with Child, .
andge fball not efcape; if you perfift in your
Impiety, the Almighty will meet you as a Lion
or @ Bear bereaved of ber Whelps, and reut
the Caul from your Hearts ! Jehovah pronoui-
ces a- Woe upon you that are fettled on your
Lees, and declares, that he wel] pnnifis you,
while the Goods are in Peace, the firong Man
armed pofeffes you,’ you are pwor, blind, mifera-
.- ble and naked, without God, without Hope,,
-~ avithout the Covenants of Promife, and upon
the very Brink of Ruin! O think trequent-
ly and clofely upon Death, Judgment, .and
she Torments of Hell: How will ye be able
to bear the Sting ot Death, and ye know
ot how “foon ye may be expofed thereto
(for in the Midft of Life you are in Death)
- Olit
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O! & is dreadful to have no.God to go to, |

when you tarn your Faces to the Wall, and
bid adicu to all your Friends and Enjoy-
ments here ; how €an ye endure the Ferrors
of the laft _7:1(1 ment, when univerfal Nature
thall diffolve in Flames and Agonies, and be
reduced to a Funeral Pik ! when you will
havé no Friend in Heaven, or Earth, to
help you in your Diftrefs, how will ye be
able to look the great Yudge in the . Face,
whofe Eyes will ée as Flames of Frre, and bis.
~ Foice as the Sound of many Waters ; whenhe
. Hyavens and Earth fball flec from him, and

tbe Great fhall cry to the Rocks and Mountains

20 cover: them from:the Lamb that fits on the

Throne ! what inutterable Anguifb will the -

pronouncing of your final Sentence produce
in your guilty Bofsms, which are now ftupid

and fenfelefs as Stones, as' Adainants 2 go ye

accutfed into everlafling Burnings prepared for
the Bevil and bis Angels ; remember, that
Tophet is prepared of old for you, and that zbe

Wrath of God as a Stream of Brimflone doth .

. kemidle it ; how can ye endure that dwourmg

Fire, tbejé everlafling Burnings 2 © confid¢r

“that all your paft Time, as, well as your,
prefent is loft, the Word of God is- a Saveur|

- of Death unto Droth, yea ali your Blefings
. &re accurfed, ‘and be entreated “to pray ear- |
neﬁly to God to awaken you : .But if awa~

kened,

1
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kened flee to Jesus .who'
from. tbe /4 nd, and a Caw

as Rwers qf

- Bur. why thould:
Youth?. Lanfwer,
1. God commands’ i .
in the Days of tﬁy 1; outb,,
$ome, in which thok il ; fa
Jure; . aud mde,cd he h’_
mand 1t, ih Pemt‘vof
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Fatber, Friend, and Portion, their everlaft-
ing All in All! I willbe a Sun'to enlighten
them in Darknefs, a Shield to protect them
in Dangers, and their cxceeding great Re-.
ward : In this Argument, your greateft and -
higheft Interef is deeply concerned, which -
fhould have Weight with you, as you pro-
fefs yourfelves to be rational Creatures, andy
have the Shape of fuch. - !

3. THE more early ye feek God, the more
Glory you will bring to his Name, the more
Service you are like to do to his Kingdom
among Men, and the clearer Evidence you
will have of your own Sincerity, by turning .
from Sin in its Strength: And what greater
Motives of Action is it poffible to fuggeft:
to intcligent Beings ? what can be more no-
ble, than to manifeft the Honour of the moft’
excellent MajesTy ? (the Scope at which
he himfel€ aims in.all his Works) what .
more amiable and benevolent, - than to pro-
mote the endle(s Happinels of immortal Spi--
rits, and that, not only by Words, but by -
A&ions, which have greater Energy? for
the Proverb is juft, and verified by innue
merable Inftances, that Precepts inftru,
but Examples conftrain®*, and what can be
more comfortablé tq us, than a. Conciouf~

v : fefs’

. .% Precepta Docent, exempla cogunt.



136 Early Religion recommended. - -

nefs of our Intereft in the invaluable and -
perpetual Frieadfkip of the Deity? if thefe
grand Incentives have no Influence on our:
Minds, we are loft to all Senfe of Honour,
‘Benevolence, and Interof; we are funk bes
neath our Species, into the moft ftupid Sort
of BruTrs, and have nothing Human left
but the Form ! ' ’
4. As carly Religion is amiable and con-
decent, like Blsfoms in the Spring Seafon;
{o the blefled God is beft able to Reward
your early Scrvices, in this and a future
Worid, and wili certainly .do it: The De-
grees of our Happinefs after this Life expires,
will be Commenfurate to the Degrees and
Duration of our Services and Sufferings in
it; and indeed you mnever will have true
Comfort, till you give your Hearts to God:
For he is the Fountain of living Waters, and
. Creatures arc but broken Ciflerns ; he is the
Subflance, and they but fleeting Shadows,
‘that deceive our Hopes, and fly from our .
Embraces. ‘ '
" 5. Tuere is great Danger in Delays,
you may for what you know hereby lofe
your Souls for ever, and pray what can Bal-
lance this Lofs? by Delays your Hearts
which are at ‘prefent hard enough, will be
evety Day more hardened, the Holy Spirit
more grseved, and Satan’s Temptations
s T o freggthened 5

e e u.-»ﬁ‘«_‘w
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firengtliened; and of Confequence there
will be lefs and lefs Probability of your ever
turning to God; aﬁe&mg Theught ! if you
wilfully perfiff in Sin, in Oppofition to all the ..
Warnings and Entreaties you enjoy,the blefled
Spirit tay foon be provoked to leave you; |
and then you are undone for ever! be will

not always firive with Man, for that be olfs’
ts Flefh: Sunk in Senfuality and Sin (Gei:

6. 3.) O think frequently and ferionfly uponr
thefe dreadful Words of God (Hof. 4: 17:)
Epbraim is Joined to Idols, let birt afone (Ret:

22. 11.) be that is unjuft et bim be unjuft fiill }
 and he.which is filthy, let bim be fl z‘ Sl

- (Ezek. 24. 13.) in thy Filthine[s is Lmdngﬁ'
becaufe I bhave purged thee, and thou “wiaft not
purged, thou fhalt not be purged from thy Fik -
thinefs anty more, till I bave caufed my Fury
to reft upon thee. Your Lives are extreamly
uncertain, you may be flain by forme Acci-
dent, or berieved of your Reafon-ifi Sicks .
efs, if not, you may want Time; and 4
Heart to feek God in your expiring Mos
ments ; but if you were fare of both, it
would be difingenuous to delay ; we beﬁ'ecb‘
you therefore, - that ye ‘would not. revesve the
Grace of God in vain, Jor bebold now i thé
accepted Time; bebold now is the Day of Sal-
wation ; O call upon God while bé is. nmear;
mzl /éei bims while Tbe may bé o ;¢ lc?‘-u
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-.with Efau, ye feck with Tears, when it is

too late to obtain the Blefling ; # Day, if ye
awill bear bis Voice, barden not your Hearts,
left the righteous Gop jwear in bis Wrath,
that ye fball not enter into bis Refi : How

" difmal was the Cafe of Sax/, when the Pbi-
- lifline-Hoff came upon him, and God had

forfaken him, and would anfwer him no
~ more, either by Urim or by Thummim 5 and

is not the dreadful PARALLEL of thxs, like
to be the FATE of DELAYING SINNERS, in
a thort Seafon ?

DeAR young People and Children! I
entreat you in the Name and Bowels of the
Lord Jesus CarisT, to feek GOD early,

(if you defire to find him, ‘or be found of

him : Others have, witnefs Yofias and Timo-
thy, and why fhould not you? your Souls
are as precious, and you are at leaft under
equal Engagements, what Harm would it
do you to be foon fafe and happy ? to have
God for your Friend and Father; the littie
Difficultics you might be expofed to.on a
religibus Account, would be infinitely over-
bilanced by the Love of God, and eternal
Life! O then tafle and fee that God is good !
O be perfuaded to feek him in earneft,
without delay ; there would be Yoy in Hea-
ven, at your Converfion to the divine Ma-
)eﬁy, and - j‘q among the Peopie of Gop

on
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on Earth: O how would your poor Parents
Hearts (if pious) rejoice, on this blefled-
Occafion; and indeed, this would make my -
Heart, even mine, glad ! 1 earneftly befeech

you ‘therefore, in the Name of my dear’
Matfter, that you would awake out of your

Sleep, hafte ye, efcape ~for your. Lives to"~

the dear Redeemer, left divine Vengeance”
overtake you, and ye perith for ever! I
intreat you by all the Sufferings of the Son’
of Gobp, by all the Happinéfs of -Heaven,
and by all the inutterable and eternal Zor~
ments of Tepbet, that burning fiéry Furnace,
that you would not put me off with a De-
nial or Delay, which is the fame in Effe&:
0! is there not one Yourh, one Child among

you all, whois ready to fay with the Pro-
digal, I will arife and go to my Father, and -
fay unte bim, Father, I bave finned againf}
HMeaven, and in thy Sight, and am no more.
worthy to be called thy Child, make me as one’
of thine Bired Servants? If any of you are
not yet convineed, or but fuperficially con- .
vinced, O awake and arife from the Dead,

that Chbrift may give you Life s what meaneft

thou, O Sleeper, arife, call upon thy God, if
Jo be be will pity thee, that thou persfb not 2"
Labour to get your Convittions deeply fixed
in your Minds, by frequent and ferious
Mzditation upon the manifold and awful-

T 2 . Miferies
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Miferies of your prefent State; you thould
be often pondering wherever you are, N:ght
and Day, O what fhall become of my’ poor
Soul ? if I die in my prefent Condition, I
fhall certainly be undone fos ever ; alas,
am unconverted, under the Condemnation,
‘the Curfe, and Wrath of God ! all my Time:
and Talents hitherto have been loft, and in-
vain; what are all the Honours, Profits; and
Plcafurcs of the World to me, if I log - my
Soqul? O!Ihad better never have been born ;.
othcrs take pains about Salvation, and why
- fhould not I? how do I know but I may die.
this Day, this Hour, anpd if ¥ do (as-1 am)
all is over with me for ever! O Lord, have:
Mercy upon. me, open my -Eyes, forgive;
my Sins, and change my Heart, for Chriff's:
Sake ; O how. dreadful’is it to be eternadly.
damned/ Q! Sirs, confider how difmal. the:
Coufequences of Conviction expiring befere
Converfion will be, this s like Blofloms: be--
ing. nipt before the Fruit. age fet, iz sweuld be
better for fuch that they bad not. known the Way:
of Rs ghteaufnefs, tban er they bave knoion it
ta depart from the Holy Cummandment,: and-
with the Sow. that was wafbed, to retgro. Lo
'wallo'wmg in the Mire, the lotter End with:
thofe, is worfe than the Beginning (2-Pet. 2)i
fuch as. relaife after Conviction, Sin againft:
vgrcater Lxg t and. Me,rcy, and therefazc
theu'
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their Impicties are much heightened, thesr
Confciences [eared as with a bot Iron, and the
Spirit of God-quenchied; there is therefore
much lefs Hopes of their Converfion than
betore they were awakened, for now #hey
are poffeffed with Seven Devils (Mat. ¥z,
44, 45.)

To prevent A.POST'A(‘Y before you make-
any Profefion of  Religion, pray cosnt the.
Coft upon the one Hand, and the: Reafon-
ablenefs and Advantages of it upon the other;-
and remember that our Lord: himfelf has’
told you,. that if you will be bis Difciples;,
you muft bear bis Crofs, i.e. not only refolve:
ta-endure it when'it comes in the Way of .
Duty, with Patience, Fortitude, and Chear~:
fulnefs, but a&ually do fo, without meanly-
* fhrinking on Account: of any Danger what--
foever; you muft go without the Camp to:
Chrift, bearing bis Reproach, forfake the-
deareft Relations, if thcy unreafonably op-
pofe your pious Progrefs, and not count even
your Lives dear to yourfelves, that you. may
Jnifb your Courfe with Foy, and not with

Grief ; upon lswer Terms you cannot, in
very Deed, be the Difciples of the holy'
Jesus. :

AND, O let fuch as are wounded wnth a
Senfe of Sin, be intreated to believe in the
Eoxd. Yefus Chrift, and they fball be faved:
However
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However great and many your Iniquities be,

belseve that Jefus is the Son of God, co--
cqual and co-eternal ,with his Fathea able
_fo fave to the uttermoft &ll that come to the
" Father by bm, and that fuch as do come to
bim, be will in no wife caft out : Rejeld im-.
mediately all other Refuges, renounce all
other Lords and Lovcrs, and believe that
Jesus of Nazareth, is the Way, the Fruth,

and the Life, every way qualified to relieve
_ you; commit your weary, wounded SouLs
into his Hands, fubmit to the Terms of his
Gofpel (viz. Self-denial, taking up the Crofs,
and following of bim) be willing to be in-
Sfiruited, ruled, and [aved *by him; depend
entirely on his Mediation, and give him all
the Glory of your Saluvation; in this Way
you may humbly hope,. that he that has
wound-d you, wzll beal you, and that be wbha
kas fmitten you, will bind you up. AMENK.

SER-
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SERMON V.

Ezek. 33. 11.  Turn ye, turn ve, ﬁvm
your evil Ways.

~

. Intreaty, in which the following
Particulars are contained, vsz. the
AvuTHOR, the OpjecT, the MaT-

TER, and Mope. The AvutHoRr of this
Intreaty, iis the ever blefled Gop; he it is
who invites Sinners to turn from the Evil of

THESE Words contain an important

their Ways, his Authority over us is abfo-

lute and unqueftionable, having made us
by his Power, and to him 'we are under
infinite Obligations," in Point of Reafon and
Gratitude, becauie of his ‘fupream Emi-
nence and Perfe@ion, and the innumerable;
invaluable, and immerited Benefits we have
seceived from him;: among which this In<

TREATY is ofie, which js calculated o
‘ ' promote
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promote not his, but our Benefit, for ous
Goodnefs does not extend to him, nor is it any
Gain to God that we are righteous. The
OsjecT of the Intreaty, is more immedi-
ately and exprefly the Heufe of Ifree/, but
indire@ly and virtually ajl unregenerate Pers
fons of every Age and Nation; tor what was
written before Time, was written for our
Learning, upon avbom the Ends of the World
are come 5 though the People ot Ifrael pro-
fefled God’s Name, and were outwardly
devoted to his Service ; yet many’of them
had 3 Temper and Conduét very unfuitable
thereto, and alas, ‘this is the woeful Cafe of
many among us. The MATTER of this-
Intreaty, is that they would zarn from their
. evtl Ways: The Terin is metaphorical; -and
alludes to the Poflure of Bodies; when it is
the very reverfe of what it fhould be; and
therefore ferves to reprefent our Apoflacy
from God, as well as the Neceffity of our
Endeavours after a Change, and the Ufefal-
#¢fi of thofe Endeavours to obtain it. By
our Revolt from the Allegiance due to.our
Creator and Sopereign, we have coftratted
fuch a Degeneracy, that while unconverted;
we are, o - ., . :
. 5. DestiTure of all fritual Goed,
there-is no Pringiple of it ini ws 5 in sy Flefby
&ays the Apoftle, there dwelld no good Thing

hOoOW
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now Chriff aflures us, that be that is 6am of

the Flefb, is Flefb; that is corrupted, for
there our Lord oppofes Flefh to Spirit: Far=
ther, the God of Truth declares; that the
natural Man is not fick and weak, as the
Arminians tell us, but dead 3 and hence
Converfion is faid to be a Quickning or Re-
Jurrection of the Dead; us bath be quickned,

faith the Apoftle to the Epbefians, even
when we were dead in Sins; and elfewhere.

this blefled Change is compared to the Crea-
tion of the WoRrRLD ; we are created in Chrifp
Yefus to good Works; now in a dead Man

there is not the leaft Spark of Life, and be~ -

fore the Creation there was no Matter.

2. IeNorANT of fpiritual Good; far we
dre born flone blind, as well as flark dead
(Rev. 3. 17.) becaufe thou jayeff I am rich;
and knoweft not that thou art wretched, and
poor, and. blind (1 Cor. 2. 14.) the natural
Man receiveth not the Things of the Spirit of
God, for they are Foolifbnefs unto bim; neither

van be know them, becaufe they are [piritually
sdifcerned. Natural Perfons are rbe blind -

a?;eyie that bave Eyes, who call Good,” Ewil,
and Evil, Good; the Light that is sn them is

Rarknefi s and hence . they are - called’

Darknefs. in. the very Abftra, as if they

were wholly .made wp: of it (Bpb. 5..8:)

for ye were fometime Darknefs : In this thick
u Bgyptiar

]
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- Egyptian Darknefs ; they know not what
they are doing, or where they are going,
and are every Moment in Danger of flum-
bling into Death and Ruin before they are
aware ; and yet poor miferable Souls, they
imagine they are Something, when indeed
they are Nothing; and that they know
Something, whereas they know Nothing as’
they ought, and as they muft, if ever they
be faved ; their Haughtinefs muft be pulled
down, and they made to know to their Sor- -
row that they are Foovs, elfe they never
will be wife. . .o -

3. NaTuraL Men are utterly impotent,
or unable to do any fpiritual Good, or in
other Words, what is pleafing to Godj -
. awithout Faith, the Apoftle Paul aflurés us, -
we cannot pleafe God, but this natural Men *
have not ;. without me, fays Chrifi, ye can do -
notbing ; now thisis the Cafe of all the Un- °
regenerate, they have no- vital Union ‘to
Chrift by Faith, otherwife their State and
Temper would be changed; the fame
Point .of Truth the Apoftle farcher con--
firms, Rom. 5. 6. for when we were vet with- *
© out Strength, in due Time Chrift died for the
Ungodly 5 fee all the Unconverted are un- -
godly Perfons, and without Stremgth; again -
~ feeing, Converfion is a Quickning of the
Dead, a2 new Creation, then it unavoidably

D e - follows,

et
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follows, that natural Men and Women can

no more do fpiritual Good, than a dead Man

can break open his Coffin and walk, orthan

Nothing can create a World: Give me

Leave to. add the Words of .our. Saviour,

- Mat. §. 18. neither can a corrupt. Tree bring
forth good Fruit, and Luke 6. 44, 45: for off
Thorns Men do not gather Figs, nor off a
Bramble, Bufb. gatber ye Grapes: What
Chrift fpeaks in thefe Verfes, tvidently re-
lates to the State of the Perfon; a Perfon is
a good Tree, in the. Senfe of -our Saviour,
when hg is - juffified and converted,, for then'
he -is reconciled to God, and has a good"
Principle of Action communicated, and be=
m%‘ thus made a Friend of God, and having

oly Principle, whatever he does agreea-

ble to the divine Law, is pleafing to God,

through Chrift; but before this, every Man

isan Enemy to God a dead Man, a corrupt
Tree, a Thorn, a Bramble—bz//b, a Thiftle,.

and therefore cannot bring forth good Fruits,

1o more than thefe can bring forth Grapes
and Figs ;. and yet natural People are puffed
zp with a Conceit of their Power, as well as
of their Wifdom, they think they, can do-
great Matters, and upon * ‘this' falfe Notnon, .
they Sleep in their Sins, they fecretly ima--
ine that they. can .do Something at anys. -
T ime, that 1hall make their Salvation cer-
U 2. tam,
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tain, and therefore they are eafy about the
Matter ; they think the ALmicnTY would
be very fevere, 1f he would reje&t fuch good
Sort of People as they are, and fuch pious
Works as they do; but, pray remember,
that it_is not of bim ‘that wzlletb nor of bim
that runneth,but of Ged that theweth Mercy;

that we are faved by Grace, not of ourfelves,
it is the Gift of God, and that before Con-
verfion, your Works are dend Works, your
Grapes "wild Grapes, ye ate Enemies to God,

dead Pegple, wicked; and therefore all you
do, even your very Prayers; are Abomina-
tion; you deferve Damnation for the very
beft Thing ever you did in your whole Life:

There is dreadful Bleﬁbemy in all your Do-
ings, for you do nothing for God’s Saké,
but your own, and thus you make your-
felves your lzf? End, and chief Giod, and of
Confequence your Gad 5 O horrible Blafphe-
‘sy! and yet upon thefe dead, filthy, and
blafphﬂmnus Works, you venture your eter-*
nal All, O thocking | pray be not offended,

I fpeak nothing but the very Truth in Love,
with defign to drive you from a Foundation
that will infallibly ruin you, if ynu abide by
it,. and' to fhut you up to Chrift, who  is
the only Door of Hope : But I know it is 2
tender Pomtl fpeak upon, gracelefs Sinners

are as fond of dead Wark:, and mal..e God’ ;
0
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of them, as much as the poor Man did of
his Images, and therefore 'when they are
taken away (in refpec of Dependance) they -
are apt to complam, as he did, zhey ba*ue '
taken away my Gods, and what bave I more ;
ah! that may be, that you have no more to
truﬁ to, yeu -have no experimental Reli-
_gion, no Apphcanon of the Law or Gofpel,
no Faith in the dear Redeemer, that purifies
the Heart, and works by Love; nothmg but
do, db, in your blmd dry, dead Manner;
and vet it is a Kindnefs to you to take away
that falfe Prop, that Egyptian Reed, which
if you continue to depend upon, will mor-
" tally Stab you to the Heart ; it is this which -
keeps you from being rightly humbled, and
_ from believing in Jesus, juft like the wick-
ed Fews, who had a Zeal, but not accord-
« ing to Knowledge, for going about to eftablifb.
their own Righteoufnefs, they bave not fubmitted
themfelves to the Rngteozgﬁ:g/: of God, (Rom.
- Yo, 3.
WH)Y Sinners.do you thus go tothe Law
for relief? it is a Minifiration of Death, a
Letter that killeth, it condemns to eternal
Death, all that do not fulfil it perfeétly,
and yet depend upon Obedience to it for
Juftification, in Whole ; or in Part, be thet
offertds in one Point, is gutlty of all ; he that
gantinueth not in all Tbmgs is cwﬁd by the

€e
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" Deeds of the Law therefore, no Flefb living
can be juftified in the Sight of God : The Lgw
‘which was ordained to Life, in cafe of per-
fe@ Obedience, i.e. was defigned to pro- -
cure eternal Life upon that Condmon, fen-
tences him that breaks it, .fo Death ; for if
‘Righteoufnefs had come by the Law, i.e. if it -~
might be obtained by Obedience to the-
Law, then Chrift baddzed in vain, for'it the
Cafe was fo, there would have been no need
of his Dzath ; but the Lat was weak through
the Flefb, i. c. unable to Juftify us by rea-
fon of our Corrupnoh the proper Ufe of
the Law therefore, ih our fallen State, is to’
be a School-Mafler, to bring us to Chriff, that
we may be juftified by Faithin bim; to awake

- ustoa fcehng of our .Sin, leety, and Im-

- potency, by its Precepts, and the Scourge of
its Curfes, that fo we may be conftrained to’
fly to a MEDIATOR, and rely only on his’
Ments for this Purpofe; it is added to the
Promife, and hence when it is apphed by
the Spirit, it convinces of Sin, caufes it to
revive in our View, and all our falfe Hopes

' _byitto die, it works Wrath, fills the awakned -
‘Tranfgreffor with reafonable Terror and
Dread of the Wrath of God, for it fhuts
bim up under Sin, and binds bim over fo efer-

- nal Condemnation.. But perhaps it may be
0b)e&cd that preak againft the Lew of
- Gon.

4
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(ﬁwD 4. No; Ionly fpeak againt thedhf/'e
of the Law ; the Law is good, if a Man ufe
it Iawfullv, only as a Rule of Life, and as a
Scheol-Mafter to bring him to Chrift ; but
if it be ufed as a Covenant of Works, it op-.
pofes Chrift, and kills the Soul. You preach
Difpair. A. True; but not of the Mercy of
Gopb, through a Redeemer by Faith, but of

Fultification by the Works of the Law, this

1s neceflary in order to Faith in Chrift ; we

muft tbraigi the Law, become dead to the

Law, ingghat Refpe&, divorced from the

Law asta”Hufband, before we be married to .
Chift ; till we are Slain by the Law, we
will not wholly depend upon the Mediator, .

and yet without this there is no Salvation;

we ‘cannot have Mercy through a Med:ator, .
unlefs we buy without Money, No, thisis
xmpoﬁible, while we depend upon the Law

in any Degree; you cannot "build a Houfe.

partly upon Sand, and partly upon a Rock;, .
the ‘Apoftle fpeaks fully to this, Gal. 5, 4:
Chrift is becomie of no Effect to you, ubojbe‘ver
of you are juflified by the Law, ye are fallen .
Jramn Grace : See thofe who do depend in’ "
the leaft Dégree upon Obedience to the |
Law, turn their Backs upon Chritt, and his
Grice, are Debtors to the whole Law, a*xd,';.
therefore Chriff fball profit them nothing.:..;
Such felf—nghteous Pbarg/é’e:, of whxch therc -
are

-
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are. Multitudes under the Gofpel, ftand up-
on their own wretched Botfom, and muft
anfwer for their Miilions of Tretpaffes in
their own Perfons. It is again objeed;
that I difparage good Works, and difcou- -
rage People from doing them. A. It is a Mi-
Ruke ; thofe 'that believe, fhould be eareful to
maintain good Works, for they are good and
© profitable unto Men ; but Works done before’
Faith and Juftification, are not good (pro-
perly fpeaking) and it is of fuch, I have
been difcourfing : Works mav te of manifold
ufe, though they do not jiffify; Gold is
good, though it cannot be eaten ; nor do I
difcourage from doing them, but only from
~ depending upon them, which is fatal to the
Souls of Men: We fhould Labour as though
wecould be juftified byWorks,and yet depend
no more upon them, than if we did nething:
Well, but Gob has promifed that if we feek,
wefhall find. A. It is a Seeking with Faith,
which.you have not, which that Promife is
made to ; you have no Intereft in any one
Promife in the Bible, for all the Promifes aus
- yea and amen in Chriff; i.e. firm to tHofe
‘who are united to him, but this is not your
Cafe, ye are without God, without the Co- |
venarits of Promife ; how can ye¢ have an |
Intereft in the fpecial and faving Privileges
bf 2 Covenant, when ye have not 'complielc“i
) with
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with the Terms on which they are fufpend=~
ed, this is your Cafe? But to proceed,

4. NaTurar Men aie not; only diftituts.
of Good, ignerant "of it, and impotent, but
they havc 2. fixed implacable SpiTE againf}
it, and its Au'rHOR, Rom..8, 5. The qzrngl
Mind is Enmity. againft Gedyfor it is ng
Sulyect to the Law of God; ‘neinber indeed cap
ée; .our Lord fays, that .&e that is born af .
tbe Fletb, 45 Ele ﬂ; ;:and, here the, Apoﬁip
al}'ures é; that, zbe flebly Mird is. Ennity 2

“the , Terms are- indefinite, ans
t}lercfore ux)we:fal ; they plainy dgcla.rp, Ty
their Connection, that the: Mimd of every

Man ‘who has qnly & ﬁe(l'x.ly Birth is. Eﬂmnjy,
i.e. is poffeffed:of a high Degree .of : fixed
Spntc and Mahce for abftra& Terims, ex-
prefs a high Deg;ee of .the Thing fpoken of;
But, againft whom have they,. this Maliced
The Apoftle;affures us it is the glrious. Gedy

- ghe.Author of ..their Bemgs, and all their
Benefits ; it.is ng Wonder then our Savioug
afferted that the wicked Jews. bated bim,
gnd kis Father, alfo, and called them. Seér=

gents; .and a. Gmemtton of szfm;s, .and told
them to their. Fages,. that they were gf their

Eatber the Devy),. far - bis l(’fvrés ‘they woudd

;. What worfe.can you fay of the Devil
hxmfelf than that he is Enmity againft God{
w,hgt is it but th:s Emmty that prejudxg;;

/
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the Unregeneraté againft the Holinefs of God
and his Laws? they feem to be pleafed with
‘Mercy, but they -have a Grudge againtt his
Holm::/}, and fain would have the Law re«
laxed ; nor do they like the Strictnefs of
the: Gq/'pel Precepts and Difcipline ; they will
not have the Man Jefus to rule over them, and
- {ay, as thofe Rebels of old; et us break thesr
- Bands afunder, and caft their Cords from us:
It 'is this Enmity that inclines them to op-
pofe-the #ork of God's s Spirit in themfelves
2nid others, inftead of rejoicing in the Con~
vidion -and Converfion of Sinners, theyl.?:
to ridicule, ﬁandcr, and blacken it ; to fu
the Words of ‘faithful ‘Stepben, Aéts 7."5 |
may be juftly applied, ye fiffinecked, and un-
. circumcifed in Heart and Eats, ye do a[*way:
refiff-tbe Holy Ghoft : As your Fatbers did,
Jo do ye. It is this alfo that inclines them to
pote the People of Gob for their Zea?and
Halmej.'v, fo Gain perfecuted ' Abel, becanfe
bis ‘own Works were evil, gnd bis Brother's
rngteom ;- and indeed in all Ages, be that
is born after the Flefb, perfecites bim that is
6arn ‘after the Spirits sf any Man will live
godly n Chrift J?/u:, be jbaII Sfuffer Perfecu-
tran ' the World fball bate you, fays Crris<,
becau_/? e are not of it : But the Wicked wiil
not own this, that they oppofe any for their
Gavdmf:, O mno!it is for fome Thing bad,
they
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they hypocritically and falfely pretend, but
why then? are not they angry with, their
own Crew ! O no;. they are 100 near a-kin!
Appslogies muft bc made for them;and Bear-
Ains put on. others: If you will believe
Perfecutors in cvery Age, there never was
any fuch Thing as Perfecutiin upon Eatth;

and yet it is certam, that the more holy and
. ufeful any Perfon is, .the more .he will:be
hated! and the more he comes into the Spi-
rit of the World, the more he will be fiked
( Jobn 15. 19.) .-but if the Unregenerate

have no Spite againft thofe that are good, -

why do they watch fo much for their Halt-
ing, and why are they pleafed at it fecretly,
and fpread it among their own Company,
and why do the charge the whole, with
the Faults of fome’ but befides this Malice
againft the glorious God, with which the

Unregenerate are as full as a Snake of Poi~

fon. Theyare,
5- PronE to all Euvil; the Seed a.nd,

Root of which is in them as Solomen ab-
ferves, Foolifbnef; is bound in the Heart of &

Child; it is true there is not an equal Prone-
nefs inall to every Sin; for fome by reafon of
their natural Temper, ‘Manper- of, Educa-
-tx .or Cuftom, are inclined  to one Sin;
- others to ather Sigs,. yet au Men. are

by Nature vn‘tually dequd{o al Kipds. of

oiif ]



E 36 The wretched State of the Uncorrverted.

Sin; we are prone to Evil, as the Sparks fiy
upward; every Sin is formed in our corrapt
Nature, and hence it is called the old Man,
thie Body of Death, to thew not only its Sub-
tilty and ‘Strength, but that it is compleat
in its Parts; they only want Time, Oppor-
tunity, Temptation, and the Removal of
reftraining Grace, to bring thofe frozen. -
Snakes to Life and a&ive Fury, and then
the Sinner rufhes into the moft dreadful
Evils ever the Creation faw, with brutith
Violence, as the Horfe to the Battle; and if
any- of us think we would not commit them
in fuch a Situation, we are like Hazael, ‘ig-
norant of ourfelves ; when the Prophet told
him what Bardarity he would commit
when made King, he replied with Indig-
nation, #s thy Servant a Deg, that be fhould
do this Thing ; but he did it for all, when
advanced: The Blamelefnefs of fome of the
Unregenerate, is (in Comparifon) but a for-
ty Hufe, a felfifb Skin; like that of a Rattle-
Srake, proceeding not from Love to God,
er Régard - to his Authority, no; but from
low, felfith - Confiderations; fuch as to pro- .
eute and preferve  Credit 2mong Men, td
make their own Conftiencds eafy, and 4
Purchafe, in a-Hackney-way, the Favour of
God, by fick Triwk; and’ lkewife Yo
the want bf Opportonity; Tefpeation, and -
D oo |
, |
\
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the hkc, othcrwxfe thcy would Tun. to all
Excefs of Riot: Vetily, the beft of . them
are but wbhited Sepulcbre:, beautsful ciitwagrd-
by, but within, full of dead Mens Bones, Rot-
tennefs and all Uncleannef;.

BuT the Matter of the Intreaty, in our

‘Text, turn ye, not only ferves to reprefent
our Apoﬁacy and’ Corruptxon, whxch I have
difcourfed of :  But,

2. Tue Neceffity ot our Endeavours after
a Change; the Almxghty Addreffes us as in-
telligent Creatures, though we have no fpi-
ritual Lsfz while unconverted, yet we havc
natural Reafon, and this thould be ufed in
the Matters of Rchgxon; though we canriot

do what is fpiritually good, yét ‘we may

do what_is morally fo ; theugh we cannot

change our Hearts, yet we may lament "

our want of a Change, we may with Se-

tioufiiefs and Frequency afk it of God, pon-

" der upon the Miferies of fuch a State, attend

upon pisblic Worfhip, and other outWard
Duties. And,

3. THesE Endeavours, when we do not

truft in them, are ufeful ; for hcreby we

obcy God’s poﬁtivc Command, firive fo en-
ter in at the jfrangz‘ Gaz‘e, and” hereby we
put outfelves in the W IC{ in which he ordi-
narity 'comtunicates. Mercy 1o ‘Mankind,
{f 557 Joribe iicked M‘an forfake bis

Way. :
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vour by them, or entitle ourfelves to any
Promife of it, or any way afcertain our fu-
ture Happinefs by any Gooednefs of ours,
which while unregenerate (eipecially) is as

- filthy Rags, yet in this way there is a Par-
adventure of Mercy, Af#s 8. 22. Repent
therefore of this thy Wickednefs, and pray
God, if perbaps, the Thought of thine Heart
may be forgiven thee ? But bow is this Duty
to be done ? Anfwer,
1. WE fhould rurn to Gop univerfaly,
young and old, Male and Female, White
and Black, Bond and Free, Learned and Un-
learned, Rich and Poor, Fer. 25. 5. Turn
ye again, every one from bis evil Way, and
dwell in the Land. N

. 2. SINCERELY, affeftionately, and tho-
roughly, with the whole Heart, with deep
Sorrow for our Sins, in the mean Time,
forfaking all our Iniquities, in AffeGion and
Practice, and turning to all commanded
Duty, and to God in Duty; '7oel 2. I,
12, 13. Turn ye even to me, with all your
Heart, and with Fafling, and with Weeping,
and with Mourning. The Term from which

‘we are to_turn, is our evil Ways, i.e. fuch
Iniquities as wé have made ours by -evil
Caftom, -all our evil Ways without except:
ing any, no not our Conftitution Sin, that |

' Way: “Though we cannot merit God’s Fa-

Y. - S
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Athan muft be flain, that right- Eye muft
be plucked out, or we ruined; nor is it
enough to forfake the outward Practice of
Sin, while it is loved and indulged in our
Hearts, no all fuch are bafe Pharifees and
Hypocrites, whofe Righteoufnefs we muft
exceed on Pain of Damnation (Mat. §. 20.)
we ‘cannot turn to God with' all our Hearts,
without fupream Loye to him ; and furely
Juch as love the Lord, bate Ewl the Term
to which we come in this Monon, xs Gon
himfelf, and all Duty enjoined only as the
Way to'him; he is the fupream Scope of .
our Motions, and'the Ref of our Souls.
3. 'WE fhould turn to the Lord fpecdily,
without a Moment’s Delay, Fer. 18, from,
*the 7th, to the 12th Verle ; af what Inflant
I fball fpeak concerning a Nation, 1o pluck up,
pull down, and defiroy it ; if that Nation turn,
from their Evil, T w:ll repent of the Evil I
thought-to do untp them ; 6ebold 1 frame Evil
againftysu, and deyife a Device againf you,
return ye now every one from bis evil Way,
and make your Ways and your Doings gosd.

But the ~

" 4. ParTicurar in the Intreaty is the
Mobe whereby it is inforced and urged;
and that is an Ingemmatwn or Repetition,
Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil Ways. To.
aﬁ'e& the ’Souls of ﬁupxd Sinners, the Al-
mnghty'
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mighty fwears, intreats, and. expoftulates.
O ! fuch Condefcenfion and Importunity,
is cnough“to melt a Rock ; ftrange to tee
the Gud of infirite Majefty, make fuch
. humble Court to rebellious, ungrateful,.and
worthlefs Creatures, and ftranger ftill if po-
fible, to behold with what Indifferesce and
Slight, . they, treat all the amazing, endear-
ing Condefcenfions of this majeftick Grace
and Love, in which their own everlafting
Intereft is infipitely, concerned! Turn ye,
turn ye, from your evil Ways. - This Ingemi-
nation ‘is doubtlefs ufed to figpify the abfo-
lute CERTAINTY, and.inexpreflible Mo-
MENT of the DuTy here recommended, as
well as the Sincerity and Vehemence of
God’s Desirt  after - Sinners Compliance, *
and the confequent Happiness here and
for everd it alfo reprefents the aftonifhing
Stupidity of Sinners, who want fo much
Importunity to indyce them to take Pains
about, and accept of their own eternal, as
well as temporal Happinefs. O mournful
Infatuation ! . _
Sirs, are we corrupted, as was before
obferved, then how unreafonable are Pride
and Self-dependance for fuch ignorant and
impotent Creatures, . who are, while unre-
generate, not only deftitute of all Good,. but
greatly prejudiced againft it, and the glo-
e S Flous.
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in Proportion ; for thus we have lefs Time

to improve oarfelves, or profit others, and

the Reward will be accordingly ; but fuch
~ as.do refer the Bufinefs of Converfion and
Salvation to a future Time, fhould, me-
thinks, be fure of that Time, otherwife they
run a great Rifgue, for a {mall Reward, and

Jfifb with a Hook of Gold ; but that they can-~

,not be certain of, bccaufc of the Frailty of
aur prefent State : Why then do they &oaf
£‘I’o-morrow, feeing they know not what &
1y may bring { rtb 2 The Obfervation of
Solomon is juft, e
is.a Time and Judgment, tbergfare the Mifery

of Man is great upon bim, for Man knoweth.

not bis Time ; as Birds that are caught in- t/x

caufe to every Purpofe tbere,

Snare, fo are the Sons of Men Jnared inan -
evil Time, when it comes fuddenly upon tlaem! L

If .we turn early and fpeedily to God, it wi
be. a Fund of Comfort, by Refleion i in,

ter Time, and npcr Years; this good HE- i
=ekiah experienced in his Sicknefs, whep

othcr Comforts failed him, he could appcal,‘-

o ebvvab, refpeing the Integrity of his -
Condu& This Confcioufnefs of Integrity, -

likewife fupported the Apofles’ under a

arowd of caufelefs and cruel CALUMNIES,:
This is our Camfort even the Teflimony of our.
Confciences, that in Simplicity and godly Sin=
eerity, not -with ﬁﬂv]y Wi fa’um but tEc;
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Grace of God, we bave had our Converfation
in the World; of this even a Pagan could fay,
Nil confeive fi f bi nullave pal;q/ére culpa murus -
abeneus efto.

But on the Contrary, Contmuance in’
Sin, not only treafures up Wrath againft the
Day of Wrath, but makes this Life uncom-’
fortable, and that not only to the Impeni-
tent, whofe Souls are troubled like the’
Ocean, vexed with a Tempeft, and fome-'
times fweat with Horror, as the Poet juftly’
obferves, Tacita judant precordia culpa s bu¥:
even in the Regenerate, a' remembraince of:
former Impieties, “caufes Shame, Confuﬁon,' '
and  Self-abhorrence (Ezek. 16. 61.) very:
difagreeable and - diftrefling Senfations ! -can-
we fix upon any Point of future Time, bet-

ter {uited to obtain Converfion to God than —

the prefent, no! for the fame, or equal
Hindrances that now obftru us, will con=:
_tinue, and have greater Inﬂucnce, bcmg
more indulged; he therefore thst defers
Endeavours to reform his Life, in Expe@a<

tion of a more convenient Scafon afterward,
is, as Horace juftly obferves, likethe Coun-
try Man that waited by the River's Side, till-
it would have done running,’ that he might
oover dry Shod ! gui rede vivendi porogat
ram, vuflicus expeflat dum deflnat  amnss,
Is not the ‘Bufinefs we hive:ta do for God;

Ya e,
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ourfclves, and others, great and d}ﬂ‘icult 2
and is it not therefore reafonable to begin it -
fpeedily, efpecially confidering -that the
more we honour God, promote his King~
dpm among Men, .and the greater Progrefs
we make in Holinefs ourfelves, the more
Ggd will honour us, and give us not onty
more of his Prefence in this Life, butalfoa
mare diftinguithed Crown in the next ! the
Caufes of deffering Converfion to GOD,
fuch as Ignorance, Inattention, Lowardxce,-
and Negligence,. are a reproach to humap
Nature, and the Copfequences thereof are
always dlﬁreﬁing, and often rummg to the
- Spuls of Men! Alexander’s Motto is juftly
applicable to this Point, which is of the laft
Importance ; Meden anabolomines, Defer no-
thing.. O Stas ! why will ye continue
dpmg that which you know you muft re-
pent of one Time or other, or be loft for
ever ?- i this wife and rational, judge ye! is
not Turning from Sin even now difficult
‘enough, why then will ye increafe the Dif-
ficulty by Delays ? Sin, by its low Gratifica-
~ tigns, ,and fair Promifes, gradually feduces
the Paffions, and they being fedyced, darken
the :Underftanding in its Pjems of divine
: Thnngs, hereby a corrupt Bigfs undifcerna- -
bly. feizes the leading Faculty of the Soul,
whmh foon commences Advocatc for Error.

FESRER -and
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- and Vice, and by its fophiftical Reafonings
and falfe Colourings, infecbles the religious
Refolutions of the WiLL, and weakens the
Influence of ConsciENcE and natural Mo-
DEsTY, the Guards of Virtue, and Moni~
tors to Duty, and thus the unarmed Soul
is expofed as an eafy Prey ta every Enemy,
and at laft, by a Courfe of Sinning, contracts

“fuch an Infenfibility, that it fits in the Chair
of the Scorners, glories in its Sbam, and -
i;efufcs to blu/l.» '

- 8BR-
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SERMON VL

Ezm: 33 11, Turn yey turn fe, fram;
: your evil Ways,

N ONVERSION being the Foun-
. dation of all praQical Holinefs, it
, is therefore of the laft Importance:
and Neceflity to the Children of
Men ; and Sin having darkened our Views
of its Nature, and rendered us infenfible of
its Neceffity, it is therefore proper to bor-
~ row all the Light that Revelation gives con- "
cerning both, and to this End to attend
with Serioufnefs to the various inftrucive’.
Reprefentations, whether metaphorical or.
proper, contained therein, refpecting  this
- Change, among which this of Turwing to"
God deferves fpecial Notice ; but havmg‘
confidered the Import of this Phrafe in the
, pttz:e:ding Difcourfe, to prevent-an Expenc;
A o1
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of your Time, I fhall, not refunie what has
been before obferved, but proceed to thew,

1. What Perfons may attain . to withont

Converfion,

- 2. Speak of what is ordmarz{y preparatory
to this Change.

3. Explain its Nature. And, .
D4 Reprefent its Neceffity, to g/'mpe eternal

eath.

I return to the firft propofed, which was,
to thew what Perfons may attain to without
Converfion ; this thould be attended to with
the greateft Earneftne(s and Care, for if our
Attainments in Rehgnon, do not exceed
what I fhall now mention, we are certainly
in a. damnable State, and mutft afTuredly
perith if we die fo. And, S

. 1. PERsons without Converﬁon may pro-
fefs Chriftianity ; the foolifb Virgins had
Lamps, but no Os/ in them, Mat. 235. i.e,
they made a fpecious Profeflion of Piety,
but had no Grace in their Hearts; it is no
very difficult Matter for Perfons of a religi-,
ous Education, to profefs CuRisT in a
Chriftian Country.

2. Persoxs may be Jfound and ortbodox
in their doGtrinal Sentsments, and yet remain
Strangers to the Power. of converting Grace.
Yudas had undoubtebly this Attainment,

éthcrwife our Sav;onr would net haye fent.
° R kY hm
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it is faid, zhat not many wife are called, and
that Chrift crucified, was to the Jews a ffum-
bling Block, und to the Greeks Foolifbnefs,
Jor in the Wildom of God, the World by Wifs
domt knew not God. T o
" 4. THe Unconverted may enjoy many
outward Privileges, which though neceffary
and valuable in their Place, are infufficient
to Salvation, fuch as Baptifm, the Lord’s
Supper, hearing the Word of God, a Name -
among the Living and pious Anceflors i It is
faid of Stmon Magus, the Sotcerer, Af#s 8.
13, 23. that he believed, and was baptized,
and yet remained in the Gall of- Bitternefs,
and Bond of Iniquity s Luke 13. 26, 27. It
fs natural to gracelefs People to depend up- .
on Externals and exceeding fatal 5 the Fews
did fo of old, ‘their Cry was, The Temple of
the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, are thefe;
this the Prophet Feremiab faithfully oppo-
fed, and told them, they trufied in hing
Words, for faith he, if ye thoroughly acmend
Jyour Ways and your Doings, if ye thoroughly
execute fudgment between a Man and . bis
Neighbour, it ye opprels not the Fatberlefs and
the Widow, and fhed not - innocent Blood, ei . .
+ ther walk after other Gods to your Hurt, theri -
will [ caufe you to dwell in" this Flace, Yer,
7. 4, 8. and elfewhere, he excites them to
that ‘inward Purity, which was fignified by
S R e Z _outwar&
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outward Ordinances, and which it was it<
deed their Defign to promote, Fer. 4., 4.

~ and in. the gth Chapter of his Book, and
25th Verfe; he puts the circumcifed Yews,
who had not- what was fignified by Cir-
cumcifion, and did not a up to the Obli-
gations of it, upon a Par with the uncir~
cumcifed Gentzle: The Apoftle Paul fpeaks
the fame :Language, in his Epiftle to the
>Galatzam, 6th Chapter, and 15th Verfe,
and fhews the Infufficiency of Externals,
‘without an inward RENOVATION, for in
Chrift féfus, faith he, neither Circumcifion
avasleth any Thing, nor. Unczrcumcgﬁon, but
a new Creature ; and yet the fame Apoftle
fpcaks honourably of Circumcifion _elfe-
~ where, fee Rom. 3. 1, 2, 3. Thougb na-
tural Meén are inclined to abufe Externals,
by depcndmg upon them, while they in the
mean Time want an inward Renovation,
yet. it is. obfervable, that the Method the
- Prophets, Chrift, and his Apoﬁles took in
this Cafe, was not - to oppofe outward Or-
~ dinances’ ‘abfolutely, and to tear them up
by the Roots; but only to oppofe.a finful
Dependance - on them, and Contentment
- with them, in want of what they fignify,
and -obli £¢t to;. which i indeed is . very un- -
reafonab!e, dangcrous, "and. dcf’cru&we, a
notgr;qus Perverﬁon 6f ﬂlc Dcﬁon ‘of thofe ..
Inﬂxtutxons,

P
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inﬁxtutmns, which was to reprcfent by out-
ward ' Symbols, fpmtual and fpecial Bene-
fits, and to engage Perfons by folemn cove-
nant Tranfa&ions, to feck after thofe Be-
nefits, ‘and to live up to them. ‘The Infti-
tutions ' themfelves, have an Aptnefs and
Tendency to promote the Good of Mankind
when fuitably ufed ; and is not every Thing
valuable abufed by fome, muft they there-.
fore be rejected ? then we muft do no good
Works at all, either of ]uf’ace or Mercy,
for many reft upon them in the Room of
Chrift; nor muft we cat and drink any
more, for certainly both Food and Drink
are abufed by many : The great Pains that
fortie modern Enthufiafls take to abolifh the
Obfervation of fome outward Ordinances
entirely, is not agreeable to' the Praétice of
the Prophets, of Curist, and his Apaﬂles,‘
who were fiirely as much in Earneft to pro-
“mote inward Holinefs as any of them, and
knew better what Methods to take to com-
pafs that End: Their Zeal is ‘without *
Knowledge, and dlfproportloncd in Degree
to the Importance of Things; for if the Or-’
dinances they oppofe were Miftakes, which
they will not eafily prove, yet the bare Ob-
fervance of them, in cafe they are not de-
nded on, will not ruin any. . It is,. no
goubt a precious Privirence, and what
L2z we
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we havé great Reafon to be thankful for to
God, when we defcend from pious Proge-.
mitors, for oftentimes a Bleffing comes
upon the Offspring of fuch, to %e third
and fourth Generation, yet "when Perfons
depend upon this, without imitating their
good Examples, yea,'when they goon in a
contrary Courfe of Impiety, it is very abo-
minabla, as our Saviour obferves ;. agrceable :
to which, is the following excellent Saying
of a Pagan, What our Ancg/iors have nobly
done, 1 cannot call oursi.

§. Tue UNCONVERTED may be RE~
$TRAINED from GRoss IMPIETIES, ABI~
MELECH, a HEeATHEN, was reftrained from
commiting Wickednefs with . Zbrabam’s
Wife, Gen. 20. 6. asa Doc abftains from
over his Head, fo FEaR of REPRpAca
among Men, Frar of the Cognizance, of
the civiL Law, or of DisTREss of CoNe
scteNcE here, and of ETERNAL Punisu.
- MENT hereafter, or 2 MERCENARY. VIEW
of recommending themielves. to the divine
Favour, and not Love to.Gon, or Goobe
vess, keep .the Unregenerate from, open
and fcandalous Impzcnc» 5 whereas faving

: - Grace
‘ ”':t Zue o rtip'o,nl, o gu\um Sfocimus rpf. oix '_eta ;&Qu
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Grace in the Regenerate, fubdaes. Sin-at
the RooT, and excites' an implacable Ha~
TRED in their Souls againft it, 2 Cor. 7. 11.
agreeable to what has been faid, is the fol-
lowing Dittich ;- Odent pecare mali formidine
pane odent pecare boni virtutis amore.

6. THE UNCONVERTED may attain to
fteict ouTwWARD CoNFoRMITY to the Law
of Gop, accompanied with a moral Seri-
oufnefs ; they may with Order and: Exa&-
nefs, for a long Courfe of Time, perform
the Duties of Prayer, bearing the Word,
and Aeeping the Sabbaoth; they may be
Jasthful to their Word, and juff in their
Dealings with. Mankind, and yet be Stran-
gers to a Change of Heart ; in a Word, they ~
may poffefs the whole Form and Cercafs of
Piety, without the Life and Spirit of-it:
The Apoftle Paul, while a- Pharifee, was,
as to the Law, blamelefs, Philip. 3. 6. and
the yourlg Man in the Gofpel, treated our
Lerd with Civility and Refpec?, was folicit-
ous about the Salvation of his Soul, as well
as defirous to know the Way how " to obtain
it, he was modeft and diffident of his
. own Knowledge refpe@ing this, and de-
firous of Information from one who
could give it, and though he had taken a
great deal of Pains to obtain. eternal Life,
~ yet he was ‘willing to take miote ; anemlz)ia»

B | Ie,
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ble, an extraordmary Charaéler, and yet he
wanted the ome Thing needful, converting
Grace ; his Heart was too much attached to
the prefent World, to be a fincere Follower
of the Lord Jefus, and therefore ke /e eft
bim forrowing, Mark 10. 17, 22,
. THE UNCONVERTED may Expeérience
a confiderable Change in the feyveral Powers
and Paffions of their Souls, and yet remain in
the Gall of Bitternefs : 'The MIND may_be
in a Degree enlightened by the common
Operations of the holy Spirit, Heb. 6. 4,
' 6. the CoNSCIENCE awakened by the Terrors
" of the Lorp, Gen. 4. 13, 14. Als 24. 23.
the WILL a/mof} perfwaded to embrace true
" Religion ; ;Aéfs 26. 28, 29.the AFFECTIONS
. moved towards divine Ob_/e&‘:, e. g. they may
DezsiRE after Chrift, Grace. and Glory, fobn 6, -
'33,36.Mat. 25. 8. Numb. 23. 10. DELIGHT |
in Chbriff, and in the Duties of Religion,
Mal. 3. 19. ‘Mat. 13. 20, 21. If 58. 2,
théy may have fome Love to God,. to his
Mintflers; and Pegple, :7er, 22. 1, 13. Mat.
10. 37. Mark 6. 20. Mat. 25. 8. fome Ha-
- TrRED-againft Sin,Rom. 2. 22. great SORROW
.for Sin; 1 Kings 21. 25, 27. Mat. 23. 3,
5. fome RESOLUTION to forfake. Sm, and to
Jerve God, Numb.22. 18. Deut. §. 27.fome
Farr in; and Dependance. upon God,. and
' conﬁdent PERSWASION of his Faveur towards
: -them ;
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them; Jobn 2. 23, 24. Micab 3. 11. obn
8. 54, 55. fome Frar ot Gop, fonab 1. §.
and fome ZeaL for God, 2 thgs 10. 16.
Philip 3. 6. : .
Sirs, if the Cafe be fo, as o has’ becn re-
prefentcd in this Difcourfe, then CoNVER-~
SION . is not fo ﬂxght a Matter, .{0 eafy a Bu-
finefs as many. imagine ;. no, " ffreight is the
"Gatey and . narrow. is the Way, that leads to
Life, and few there be that find it : Though
the. Number . of Profeflors, "efpecially in
quiet and peaceable Tlmes,\whcn Profcf-:,.
fion cofts them-little or nothing, be as the .
Sand of the Sea, yet but a2 Remnant will be
faved : Chrift’s Flock is indeed but a Jittle
* Flock ; there is a Generation that are pure int
their own Eyes, and yet are not cleanfed from .
their Filthinefi! O what a Multitude of -
poor Sinners. feed upon Afhes, and know not’
that there is a Lie in thesr Right. Hand,the Eud
whereof is the. Ways of Death; furely, the
Hope of the Hypocrite fball perz/b and be as” -
one that giveth wup' the’ Ghoft;, his Confidence
Shall be rooted out of bis Taberzzacle and be ..
Jhall be brought before the King of Terrors! .
unlefs our Experiences in - f{ehglon exceed -
the Attainments: of Hypocntes before men-~
tioned,  we .are corrupt Frees, in the Galt -
of Bitternefs,- and (fo continuing) fhall die
etemally' but imftead of- exceedmg them,
how

.
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how many among us fall far fhort of
t.hem'

. May HyrocriTes PRoFESs CHRISTIA-
NITY STRICTLY, as the FooLIsn VIRGINS
did ? what then {kall become of thofe who
even decline this, and treat the very Name
of SAINT with Sueerand Redicule; the ng

of -the Church exprefly determines their
Fate, Mark. 8. 38. Whofoever Ybere/ore fhall .

be afbamed of me, or of my Words, in this
adulterous and finful Gmeratzorz, of bim alfo
JShall . the Sonof .Man be afbamed, wben - be
comes in the Glory of bz: Father, with the boly

els.

A%L\Y Perfons be souNp in the Doc-
TRINES of REL1GION, and yet rémain Stran-
gers to converting-Grace ! how far then are
- thofe from it, ~who mot only ﬂxght the
Knowledge, and belief of Chmﬁlan Princi-
les, but are themfelves unfound in them?
lé’:a’as, the Traxtor, exceeds fuch ; retdem-
: that we are commanded to rontmd ear=
neftly for the Faith once delivered to the Saints,
to be valiant. for the Truth upon the Eqrth,
and to r&jet Hereticks after the firft and
fecond Admoriition : - Pfay remember, in
particular; thefe awful Wards of the Gop
of Truthd z?l'.;)ef zd x:;ml I, 12. Fo;‘;it:

God fba t ng Dely
tbaa‘f’ﬁ tbey jbmldz lieve a Lﬁ:o t%at they ‘all
might

e e Sl AT
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might be damned, who belivved not the Truth,
but had Plfq/izre in Unrighteoufnefs ! :
May Perfons have great GiFTs in re-
fpec of KNOWLEDGE, and yet remain un-
converted ! then what will become of thofe ‘
who are groﬂy, and fome of them willingly
ignorant, in the Midft of the Means of
ngbt of thofe Things that are of the great-
eft Importance to them to know ; fuch as
the State of their Souls, the main Prmc1ples
‘of Chriftianity, the Nature of Faith, Re-.
pentance and ‘Converfion ? how far are fuch '
from Converfion, which begins in Light
and Knowledge, 2 Cor. 4, 67 See the final
Doom of fuch, denounced by God himfelf |
If. 27. 11. For it is a People of no Under-
Sanding, therefore be that made them, will
not bave Mercy on tberz, and be. that formed:
- them, will fhew them no Favour 5 and 2 Thef.
1.7, 8, 9. The Lord fefus /7:(1[1 be revealed
Jrom Heaven, with bis mighty Angels, in:
Sflaming Fire, taking Vengearce on them that
know not God, who fha all be punifbed with
everlafting De/i‘ru&zon, [from the Pr ofence of
the Lord, and from the Glory of his Power !
MaAay Prrsons who are UNCONVERTED,
enjoy many@burward valuable PriviLegss,
fuch as Baptifm, the Lord’s Supper, bearing
the Word of Gop, &c. Then how finful
aftd dangerous is the Practice of fuch who
Aa neglect
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negle® them? if we are Chriftians, why &
do not we take the Badge of his Defeiples &
upon us, and profefs our Relation to him ¥
before Men ? are we athamed of our Ma-' 3
Sfter 2 1 am fure we have no Reafon; fhould 71
we not walk in all the Ordinances of God 3
blamelefs? when Peter’s Hearers were prick-'}
ed in their Heart by his Sermon, and in- 3
quired what they ihould do, he advifed :
them to repent and be baptized, every one ;
of them, Afs 2. and even thofe that had g
received the Holy Ghoft, were baptized by i
the Apoftle Peter, and he plainly fignifies, &
that no Body can, with Reafon, oppofe /&
this Practice ; Aé#s 10. 47. and as to thofe 1%
that are baptxzed it is a Sin and a Shame 3
. for them to neglet renewing their Cove- 3
nant with God at the Table of the Lord -
this looks fomewhat like retrating, fuch -
are guilty of Rebellion, in difobeying the .-&
Command of Chrift, to his vifible Defciples, §§
Do this in Remembrance of me, and of In- ¥
gratitude againft the deareft Love, in that %
they /bew not forth the Lord’s Death; and £
indeed fuch are cruel to themfclves, in %
omitting a Mean well adapted to promote | 4
their Benefit; and feeing Faitb comcth by
bearing, the Unkindnefs, the Folly, and
Cruelty of fuch, who trifle with Oppor=: %

tunities of this Kind, cannot eafily be ed’;
, pteﬁ'ed! £y
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May the Unconverted be mlngterzed alas ¢
then, how fad is. thy Cafe, O Sinner, who
art in total Darénefs, and has never had one* " ]
Glimpfe of Light or Day fhining into thy
benighted Soul? whilft thou art in this hor- S
rible Darknefs, thou knoweft not whither 2
thou goeft, and may fumble into Death:g§
before thou art aware ; remember, to thy )
Sorrow, that thou comes fhort of many
Hypocrites !

MAY the Confeiences of gracelefs Sinne T
be awakened by the Terrors ot God, and'i¥f
they remain ftill in a State of Death, wha{ 3

Tranfgreflor, who' has never been roufed 4§
out of thy Sleep, by all the Thunders of ‘g
Stnai, or Allarms ot Providence ! Cain and.
FeLix may make thee b‘ufh and tremblc,

for Heaven than thee'
May the Wills of the Ungodly be in fome ""'*
Meafure bowed, how ‘dilmal then is the &5
State, and inexcufable the Courfe of thofe ¥ ‘f
hardned Wretches, whofe Necks are an Iron 5%
. Sinnew, and their Brow Brafs! will not ;.-
Agrippa rile up in Judgment againft theém, 3§
and condemn them, and may not the Lord _

Jefus complain over them; as of the Fewsy
of old (fobn 5. 40.) ye will not come tnto me,
~ that ye may have Life?
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Do fome of the Uneconverted defire dfter
-Chriff, and delight in him, how far then are
you Galeos from Converfion, who are nes-
ther cold, nor kot ? furely, the Lord Fefus
will fpew you out of bis Mouth! B

Do fome of the Unregenerare eficem and
boncur pioys Miniflers, who deal faithfully
with them, and aficrate with fuch as are
truly Religious; how far then are thofe
from Converfion, and how tinlikely to ob-
tain it, who ungratefully bate, and falfely
afperfe boneft Miniflers, for their Love, and
plain: Dealing, which deferves Effeem, and
is indeed the Duty of their Office? In this
they imitate wicked Abab’s unjuft Treat-
ment of venerable Elijab, becaufe he did
not prophefy Good' of him, which lie could
not do without being faife to his God, and
likewife fuch who -induftricufly fhun the
Society of thofe that retain the Spitit and
Savour of Religion, and treat them with'
Abufe and ridicule ! Herod, and the foolifh
Virgins, will rife up, againft thofe Pefts of
Society, and condemn them ! Farther,

Do fome of thie Wnregenerate bare fome
Sins, refolve to forfake them, and forrow for
them, then how far from Converfion are:
fuch- Wresches, whs glory in their Shame,
and refife to blufh; whofe Breafts ate Iron; -
and their Bowels Adamant ? Ba/gam,the Con-

: jurer,
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jurer, Yudas, the Traitor, and Felix, the
Pagan, reproach fuch Monflers in human.
Shape, who are a Scandal to their Species;-
and as much out-do Dewvils in Stupijt‘;: as’
they come fhort of Brutes in Gratitude! the.
Infernals tremble at what they deride, the.
Ox and Af;, though deftitute of the Direc--
tion of Reafon, gratefully know their Owner,
and Mafler’s Crib |
Have fome gracelefs Perfons, a Sort of
Faith, Dependance, and Confidence, then let
us take Care we be not deceived, with an -
Appearance of thofe Things, that does not
Produce.sight FruiTs | o _
Dip the Pagan Mariners, the Pagan
Ninevites, fear God, and cry to bim in d
Storm for Deliverance, and (the Latter of -
them) reform their Ways! then woe to us,
who pretend to Chriftianity, if we come
thort of them in thofe Duties, in this Tem--
peff, which is now gathering upon our
Land and Nation, yea, and upon the whole:"
Proteflant Body ; are we LEVIATHANS, made
~ without Fear, who count Darts as Stubble,
and laugh at the Shalng of the Spear? ¢
are we like the Horfe, who mocketh at Feary -
and is not afrightned, though the Quiver rat- -
tleth againft bim, the ghttering Spear, and” |
the Shield? but fooner or later; God will -

make ",

~
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make us know, that we have an Adver~
fary we ar¢ not able to grapple with,
and that it is vain to boaft jult when we
put on the Harnefs,

 SERe
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¢ up to Chrift, as the only Door of Hi 3

4 #t;brx b the Lﬁaw am dezzd{o the Lﬁv, ﬁ;rs
the Apoﬁle Paul, that I ngbt live. unto
God'; and elfewhere the Law is faid to be.
our éc/yooled/ler, to bring us to Chrriff, that
we may be juflified by Faith (Gal. 3. 24.)
this is effetted in the following Manner, viz.
1., Tue Law being applied by the holy
- Spirit to the Soul, convinces ty Sin, and.
hence it is faid, that by the Law s the Know=-
ledge of Sin, and the Apoftle Paul declares
of himfelf, that be bad not known Sin but by
the Law (Rom. y. 7.) without the Law, fays.
he, Sin was dead, 1. e. in my Apprehenﬁon,
for 1 was alive. wztbaut the Law once, €, g.
had a falfe Hope of the Safety.of my State,.
was alive to the Law, expetted Juftification
by it; but wben the Commandment came, Sin
rwrved and I died; when the Law was
applied - to ‘my Confcience by the Spirit, I
had an affeing View of my Sins, and. loft |

my falfe Hope of Righteoufnefs by the Law,

and that groundlefs Chearfulnefs that flowed -
from it! that the holy Spirit concurs with ™
the Law to this Purpofe, appears from obn.
16. 7, 8. and wben be is come, be will re-
prove or convince (Elenchei) the World of
Sin ; the Law being the Rule. of-Acion, -
and Sin being a Tranfgreffion of this Law, -
it is therefore a fit Mean to convince of Sin,

Bb oy
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yet it is but a Mean, and therefore does it -

. mot to Purpofe, till the holy Spirit opens it

by his Influence, in its fpiritual Extent to
the Mind, and fets it Home upon the

‘Heart. - Here obferve, that the boly Spirit -

(1.) Convinces of Sin in the Life, thus it
was with Peter’s Hearers, while he boldly

* and faithfully charged upon them, the Cru-

cifixion of Chrift, they were pricked in their
Heart (Affs 2. 36, 37.) the Guilt of this
Sin was faftened upon them, but tho’ Con-
viction begins with one Sin, yet it foon dif-
covers many more, which appear, as tho’

. ranged in Battglia, againft the Sinner; thus

"it was with the Womaun . of Samaria, “obn

)

4.29. come f¢¢ a Man, that told me all Things
that ever I did.~ (2.) The boly Spirit con-

- winces of Sin in the Heart, after a Difcovery

of Sins in the Life, he leads the Sinner.
to behald the corrupt Fountain, from which
they flow ; and indeed the Wickednefs of
the Heart is. dftonithing and inexpreflible,
it exceeds that of the Life, as much as a
Fountain, the Streams that proceed from
it; the Heart is deceitful, and Jefporately
wicked, who can know it? from it come Myr-
ders, Adulteries, and Falfe-witnefs : Now the
awakened Sinner may fee, -that there is not
the leaft Grain of Goodnefs in his Heart, .
that he is quite dead in Sin, an Enemy

, - ‘ to
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to God and his Law, fbapen in. 'I}ziguit'y,

and conceived in Sin ; whatever Sinners.

dream, the Teftimony of God is true, that
the flefbly Mind is Enmity againfi God (Rom.

- 8. 7.) natural Men that ‘are regular in Life,

are pleafed with a Notion of their own
‘Goodnefs, but when their Eyes are opened
by the Law and Spirit of God, to fee their
Infide, they are frightned at the Sight; for
they plainly find that they are full of impla-
cable Spite againft the blefled God, full of
brutith, mean and immoderately felfith Dif-
pofitions, mere Monflers in Iniquity, Myfte-
ries of Sin, and Mafles of Abomination ! in
-a Word, awakened Sinners find, that’ their
felfith, forry Sort of Goodnefs, of which
they boafted, and on which they depended,.
is but like the fpecious Skin of a Serpent ;
and here give' me Leave to fay, that fuch
~as oppofe a ftrong Reprefentation of- the
Corruption of human Nature, act the Part
of Enemies to Chrift, and the Souls of Men 3

for till Sinners fee their Depravity, they will ‘

not be humble, and flee to the Mediator,
(3.) The boly Spirit, by the Law, convinces
the Sinner of a State of Sin; he clearly fees
that he is unjuftified and unconverted, and
cannot be faved in his prefent State; the
Prodigal {aw he was perifbing, before he
arofe and came to his Father, he felt him-

Bbz2 ’felf.
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felf Joff and dead, before he was found and
‘made alive (Luke 15.) The Commandment .
which was ordained to Life, I found to be
~unto Death; for Sin taking Occafion by the
Commandment deceived me, and by it flew me,
- fays the Apoftle; when the Law came with~
Power and Authority to his Confcience, he
- was convinged he was a dead Man, in Law
and Fa&, i. e. fentenced to eternal Death,
and void of fpiritual Life, and therefore
was flain to all prefent and future Depend-
ance upon Obedience to the Law for
Righteoufnefs, or for the Remiffion of Sins,
‘and a Right to, Salvation, fee Rom. 7. 1,
11. This lays the Ax to the Root of the
Tree; the Law is called the Letter that
killeth, a Minifiration of Death, a Minifira-
tion of Condemnation (1 Cor. 3. 6. 1 Cor. 3.
, g.) becaufe being applied, it kills the fecure
Sinners falfe Hopes of Righteoufnefs, by any
‘Thing that he can do, and fenfibly con-
demns him in his prefent State to eternal
DeaTn; he now fees that all the Threat--
nings in the Book of God belong to him,
and therefore he applies them particularly
- to himfelf ; as the Propber, his Parable to
Davip; I am the Man, that thefe Curfes
are directed againft! he hears his Condem~
nation frequently founded from Mount
RBball ‘ .
2. AFTER
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. ArTER Convincing of Sin ifi Life, in
'H"art and ‘State, as has beegn obferved,
tive holy Sprrit convinces of the Mifery con- :
~“fequent upon it ; what leexy? T anfwer, the i
. Curfe of God, the Wrath of God, and eter- :
" nal Death ; Gal. 3.9, ro. He that is of the
- Works of the Law, 15 wunder the Curfe ; for
ccurfed 1s every one that continueth not in all
. Things that are writtén in the Book of the
Luaw to do them : We are by Nature, Children
of Wrath; Epb.2.1: WhyP Becaufe we
are born in Sin ; Wrath is our Inheritance by = -
Law, for cur Vlolatlon of the Law; the Soul
that Sins fhall -die, temporarily, fplrxtually,
-and eternally, ‘according to Law ! now the
~“convinced “Sinner fees clearly and demon-
ﬁratlvelyf as the original Word (ob# 16.
8. imports, the Mifery he is expofed to for
8in, which is (1.) Real, no melancholy
+ Fancy, but-an awful Reahty, he knows by
‘the Reflections of his guilty Confcience,
- that his $ins have been real, numerous, or-
- zather numberlefs, and hlghly aggravated ;
aand is induced, by a Confcioufnefs of the
 Demerit of Sin, and a Belief of the Word
+iof God, to a full Perfwafion that the Wrath
_ v-.'of God, and Pains of Damnation; due for
---8in, are real, and not to be trifled with!
"0 (29 He fees this Afifery to be great and in-
o cxpreﬁib}e' O how temble is it to be- c.uricc;
, an
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and condemned by that Gon who only
can blefs ! curfed by him who is infinite in
Wifdom and Strength, and can execute the
Iizport of the Curfe, againft the combined
Foice of the whole Creation! how dread-.
~ful is his Vengeance in HEerr! there is
avenging Juftice, without the leaft Mixture
of Mercy; Pain without Eafe, and Torment
without Keft; an unmixed Cyp of Wrath,
continual Suffering, without any Intermif-
- fion, Allay, or End; the damned drink
large Draughts of the Wine of the Wrath
of God, and yet their Cup is always full,
becaufe the Vengeance of God, incenfed by
Sin, is infinite! But (3.) The convinced
Sinner fces his Mifery to be certain, while
in a State of Blindnefs and Security, he
ufed to flatter himfelf with the vain and
faife Hopes of Heaven, though he went’
‘on in his_old Courfe, and kept his old
Heart (Deut. 29. 19.) he fpoke Peace,
Peace to himfelf, contrary to the exprefs-
Deglarations of God’s Word, but now he
fees that God is holy, juft, righteous, and
true, and that he will not be mocked, and
cannot be deceived, and therefore that all
the Curfes of the Book of God are upon
him, and that fudden Deftruction will fure-
‘ly {eize him, and he cannot, fhall not ef-
cape in_his prefent State! (4.) Convinced

- : "T'ranfgreflors

£ 2
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Tranfgreflors fee their Mifery to be juff and |
everlafting, they fee that it is but the bitter

Fruit of their own finful Doings, it is'what

thev have brought themfelvesinto: <CanI

¢ blame any fo much as myfelf, did Satan
¢ tempt me, did Sinners intice me, well, |
* but why did I yield? they could not

¢ Force me; it is true, I was born in Sin,

¢ but why have I ‘contentedly continued-in
¢ that State, and negle&ed the earncft Ufe -

¢ of proper Means to obtain a Change? yea,

¢ ftrengthned my evil, natural Inclinations,
¢ by wicked Praices’; my Mouth is flop-,

¢ ped; my Pleas are filenced, and I am

¢ guilty before God ; woe unto my Soul,

¢ I have rewarded Evil to myfelf, it fhall -

¢ be ill with me, for the Reward of my

¢ Hands fhall be given me; eternal Punith-- =
ment is no more than a juft Reward for °
offending in innumerable Inftances an in- °
finite Gop, to whom I am under inex- " '
preflible Obligations, and for reje@ing a
Remedy of infinite Value, freely offered, -
¢ and urged with much Condefcenfion and .
¢ Importunity !’ (5.) The convinced Sinner |
eternal, and near, very -
, near; he fees himfelf upon the very Verge
i of Ruin, and knows not but the next Mo-

A A A =

fees his Mifery.to be

ment he may be paft all Hope; he fees

, with Concern, that the great and holy God B

is
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is angry with him, and his terrible Ven-
geance ready to be poured upon him conti-
nually, be fees that Heaven is fhut againft
him, that the Earth groans under the Bur-
den of fucha Catiff, and that Hell is. ready
to meef bim at bis coming 5 he has nothing to
depend upon but the abufed . Patience of. God,
and the flender Threadof his Life; and how
foon thefe may come tq a Period he knows
nat ; . if the Thread of his Life, which is ex-
~ pofed. to . Ten Thoufand Acgidents, be once
cut while he is in this State, he knows. that
all' is over, with him for.ever!. But.the.
34, PAR,TIQULAR mcluded in Convic-
TION, is DisTREss of HeArT, or Com-
punction; the holy. Spisit having convinced
the, Sinner.by. the Law,- of Sin and.Mifery,
as before obfcrved he muft needs be deeply
affeted and diftrefled with fuch a View of
Thmgs, which are. of .fo great Moment and
Duration, in which his eternal All ‘is in-
volved; and hence it is faid of the Apoftle
Peters Hgarers (Aéks 2. 37.) That they were.
pricked in. their Hearts, they had fuch acute
Pains, as if a Spear or Dagger was thruft-
‘mto their. Hearts, this. diftrefling Anguith
is elfewhege. termed, 4 breaking up the. allow -
Ground of the Heart (Fer. 4.3.) a circumci-
jing of the Heart (Jer. 4. 4.) a renting of
. the, Heart ; all which Expreflions do evix_
. dently
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dently import gréat Griefand Anguifp: 1

may add that remarkable Paffige of Scrip-
ture, Rom. 8. 15. which cafts more Light

upon the labouring Point, and gives farther;

Confirmation to it; Yz bave not received the

Spirit of Bondage agasn to fear, but the Spi-
rit of Adoption, whereby we cry Abba, Fa= =

ther : Here -obferve, that before the holy
Spirit gives a Senfe of Adoption, he works
in th¢ Hearts of Sinners, by the Miniftry
of the Law, 4 diftreffing Dread of divine
- Verigeanice, of Death, Judgment, and

Hell, by opening their Eyes to fee the. a

Bondage and Slavery, under which they
have brought themifelves by their Apoftacy;’
to St#, Satan, ind the Wrath of GODs

It is true, this Diftrefs is various in different’ -

Perfons, in refpe® of Degree and Dura~

tion, the Almighty exercifes a glorioss So~

vereignty herein; but in the General, it

may be faid, that the greateft Confolations, *
‘and ftrongeft Affurances, of the diving

Favour, follow the decpeft Diftrefles,
and that fuch as are to be improved in un-
common Services, or expofed to fingular
Trials, frequently undergo greater Anguifh-
and Trouble of Mind, than many others,"
as preparatory théréto; witnefs the Apoftle.

Paul, Luther, dnd Bolton; but if our Di- ~
ffrefs by the Law Be fuch, that wedié. t6~
‘ Ce¢, it

I T
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it (in refpe® of Dependance) and confent
to embrace the Redecmer, as the Golpel
offers him, it is enough, the Endis an-
fwered, whether the Diftrefs be more of
lefs!

4. SINNERS bemg convinced of Sin and

Mifery, and diftrefled with a View of both,
are inclined to ‘engusre ot Gop and Man,
what they thould do ; convinced Sau/, im-
mediately applied to Chrift for Direction,
Lord swhat wilt thou bave me to do? and the
Apoftie Peter's awakened Hedrers addrefled
him, and thc Reft of the Apoftles, with
this Query, Men and Brethren, what fhall
we do 2 the Faylor likewife when cenvinced,

- came in trembling, and enquired of Paul and
Silas, what be fhould do to be fawed con-
vinced Sinners enquire with the. utmoft
Ansxiety and Solicitude, as 2 Man mortally
wounded for a Phyfician,, or as a condemned
Man for a Pardon; fuch Enqumcs thew,
that they fully believe that Something is to
be done, that they are willing, and deter-
mined to do any Thing within the Compafs
of their Power, which they may be direéed
to, without the leaft Delay, and that they
are at a lofs what to do; blind and fecure
Tranfgreflors -are very wx(c in their own -

- Eyes, and having no- juft Value for their

Souls, nor any clear Vxew of their Difeafe.

-3 . - 1o,
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and Danger, fee no need of Counfel in-fuch |

Matteis, nor do they defire it; but the
Convinced fee fo much of ‘their Folly and
Treachery, 'that they do not care to truft
their ‘own Judgment, without Advice, in'a
Matter of fuch inexpreflible Confequence,

and therefore they afk "it, Sirs, whas ng/} ’

Ido to be faved? And,'

"5, HavING enquired, they Jfirive to prefi
dnto the Kingdom of God, whatever’Crowds
of Oppofition and Temptationlie in their
Way ; like the Hearers of fobn'the Beptif,
they Labour to-take Salvition -by:the Vio<

lence of* Importumty, and 'to ﬁorm Heaven‘ -
with Tears and’ ‘Groans., - . i° e
" 6. Uron the’ utmoft kar. they cint

make, they are continced ot the Infufficiency
of all- their Endeafvours, théir “Tears - and
Prayers are “polluted ‘with' ‘Sin, " ‘all ‘theie:
Work§ are “bad, for- théy @re- corrupted,
evil Trees;’ hence they Défpair of Salva~

tion, by’ their ‘dwn’ Wifdom; Power, and .
Rightedufnefs; they * fee ‘their “Wifdom “is

Folly, their Strength Weakneﬁ, and their:
Righteoufnefs Siff :* They' now begin'to be
FooLs in fheir own' ‘efteem; iy ‘order to be:
awife ; vveak,' that they may bt madc frrong;
and féel their Unrighteoufnefs, preparatory

to theit being-thade righteous} through- 4 -

,Rz’deemer !ithe- grd(felefs Sinnér: cannot- obdt

i Cc 2 . tam .
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tain Deliverance by any Works of R.tghté; |

aufnefs that he can do, becaufe- nothing
fthort of ﬁnlcfs PerfeGtion will entitle him
to Life, and it is too late for this, becaufe
he has finned already, and, fo is a loft Creg.
ture, nor is there any HQpcs on Aceount of
any Thing he can do, for he is continually

running deeper into Debt by his Iniquities,

he has no right to Mercy of any Kind,
temporal . or {pmtual, he can claim po-
thing by the Law, unlefs he had fulfilled
the Law, and he can clhim nothing by
Chnﬁ, g,nlc& he were in Chrift, .and thus
having no Claim by Law ar, Gofpel, be hag
no Right to any Thing he enjdys, his very,
- Life and. Soul are farfe;tcd it is true he is
repricved, but.this is. of meer So‘verezg:zf;,
i§ lns prefent Due, and, he can claim na
better, no. Fogbearance, no. Mercy, no.nos
for one Moment ; he lies entirely ap- the,
Feet of 2. foveseign GOD! an¢ yet-in the

mean Time, he heamly proves of ‘the

Law, by which he is condemned; as Holy,

- Sup, and Good, both in. refpe@ of its Pree
. etpts and Pmlty ‘Fhe Children of Ifrael,
before they took Pofleflion of Cenaan, 3
Type of Heapen, heard the Lawy repratsd,
by. Mpsks, in the Plains of Magb, apd ﬁg-
mﬁcd their hearty Approbanoq of it, imita "

© utmo
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Mmoi’c Rigsr, by anfwering dmen, - twelve
Tirmes ﬁlccdﬁvely, as the szm‘ denouns -
<ed the Curfe; and thus, before a Sinner -

truty comes to Chrift, ‘and is’ by him entix.
tled to the heavenly Camaan, he muft from
his. Heart approve of the Lew, by which he
19 condemned, ds ﬁn&ly Ju/i ; and’ now

havmg endeavoured to open the Naz‘are of .

Conpiction, give me leave tp- offer fome
Conﬁdcratxom, tendmg to fhew ns 1\’-
cefluty: - And, '

Vv b appears NECR’SSU&RY ﬁ'om’ the po-

fitive DECLARATION 'of" CHRIST; that' tbe

Whole need no. Phyfician,. but'the Sick ( ]V[am

g. 12.) If it be confidered, that thi§ gpcech’ '

of our Saviour, was defigakd; as the Context

fhews, as a Reproof and. Matm\ to the Pban\‘
rifees, @ fecure” and felf-righteous: Gehrefa-
tign s his Meaning therein; . will appear:'ta’

™ be. thxs, vz, That @iffrighteots” Sinners,

that have never bcen alarrned and: flain’ by
thg Law, apphcd thmugrh the holy Spmt‘
have no clear and affedting Vnews of their~
abfolite Need' of the. great‘ Phyfician, . of;.

—~

Souls, the Lord Jesus Curist; ‘and. theres -

fore do. not earneitly deﬁge 4'&@(3 or labour‘ '

for. an Intereft in bim. "

Py

2. Tue Neceflity of a’ Work of Cop-5‘_ .

vufhon, appears from the:. Hvitations of

C,(wﬂ Wthh are with: great Tendetncil,

d:rc&cd
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~ dire@®ed to Perfons in this Condition, Muf.

11. 28. Come unto me all ye that labour,
and are beavy laden, and I aill give you
Refi.  Yobn 7. 37. In that great Day of the
Feaft, fefus flood and cried, Saying if any
Man thirf}, let bim come unto me and drink ; .
now why does the blefled Jefus put tuch "

" Honour upon, ‘and give fuch particular En-

couragement to thofe that are under this
preparatory Diftrefs, if he did not reqmrc
it, and approve of it? '
3. THE Benedittions of Chriff, farther
confirm the Point I amdifcourfing upon,
Mat. 5.3, 4, 6. Blofed are the poor in
Spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven;
bleffed are they that mourn, for they. jball be

* comforted ; bleffed are tbey which da bunger

and_thirft after: Righteoufnefs, Jor they jthI
be filled; now will any be poor in Spirit,

_ humbled and emptied of a Dependance -

upon their own Righteoufnefs, mourn from
the Heart over Sin, and carneftly long -after
CurisT’s Righteoufnefs, before they be
heaten and bruifed by the Hammer of the
Law, and fee their Filthinefs and Abomi-
nations in the Glafs of it? no, never! -

4. THE ‘Necefity of Conviction, may be
learned from the Curfes of CHRIST, againft
the fecure, Luke 6. 25. Hoe unto you that
are ful/ for ye jball bwzger, woe unto you

tbat '

R
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that leugh now, for ye fball mourn and -weep '
The Almighty fills the Hungry with good
Tbmg:, that is, the humble, Sin-fick Soul,

that_has ftrong Defires after Chrift; but
the Rich, the Self-nghtcous, Self-fufﬁcxent

fecure Sinner, who is full of the Conceit
of his own Wifdom, Power, Righteoufnefs,
and falfe Hope, fball be fent empty awaqy;

(5.) The fame may be infered, from the °

Tenor. of Chrift’s Commffion, which is to
preach good Tidings to the Meck, to bind up.
the Broken-bearted, to comfort all that mourn,
to give them Beauty for Afbes, the Odl of Jor

Jor Mourning, and the Garment of Praife, .

Jor a Spirst of Heavinefs (1. 61.). you fee
- Chrift has no- Commifiion to preach good
Tidings to the Proud, but to the Meck and
Humble; no Commxﬂion to heal the Whole-
hearted, or comfort jolly Cumpanions ;- mo,
but to bind up the bleeding Wounds of the
Broken—hcarted ; (6.) The Qffce of the
boly Spirit, gives farther Light to this Ar-
ﬁument who firlt convinces of Sin, . before
e comforts (fobn 16. 8,.9.) and firft, is a
Spirit of Bondage to Fear, befare be is a Spirit

‘of Adoption. (7.) The fame may be gathered,
from the pofitive Command of Gob, to reat

the ‘Heart, to. circumcife it,oto plew up the

Fallow Ground of it, to awake out of Sleep, ro.

be affiicied, and monrn, and wep, and let
_— : tbezr
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their Laughter be :: ~ned into Mourning, and
their oy ints He.vinefs ;- All which can
imply no lefs, than that the Secure fhould
ufe proper Means to affect ‘themfelves with
aSenfe of Sin and Mifery. - Of the fame
Tendency, is the following Precept, Mark
1. 15. The Kingdom of God is at Hand, re-
_ pent ye, and 6e£e've the Gofpel ; that is, the
gracious Difpenfation of God towards Man-
kind, in the Gofpel, approaches mear; la-
ment your Wickedngfs, reform your Ways,
and comply with Gofpel Terms. There is
~a legal Repentance proceeding from Fear, -
" that goes before faving Faith, and an Evan-
ical, proceeding from Love, which fol-
lows after it! (8.) The fame may be in-
. fered from the Nature of Faith, which is
a flying for Refuge to the Hope fet before
us, Heb. 6. 18. plainly altuding to the Man-
flayer, who fled from the Avenger of Btood,
to one of the Cities of Refuge. Again, (9.)
The proper Uf of the Low, proves the
Point ‘under Confideration, Gal. 3. 19.
Wherefore then Jerveth the Law, it was added
becaufe of Tranfgreffion, i. e.. added to the
€ovenant of Grace, by way of Appendix,
to convince Sinners of their Tranfgreffions,
and thus conflclin them to comply with the
Terms of the new Covenant, Rom. 7. 6.
But _now we are delivered from the Law,
T - ~ " that
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tbat being dead (or being dead to that)
wherein we were beld, we fhould ferve in New-
nefs of Spirit, and not in the Oldnefs of the
Lerter ; befose we become dead to the Law,
tbrougb the Law, and embrace the Mediator
by Faith, it faftens us under its Curfe, and
binds to Damnation, 5/ the Law is mot of
Faith, but the Man that doth them, i.e. per-
fe&ly, fball live in them: The Law and
Faith open different Ways to Heaven, the
firlt by ‘perfec? Works, but in. cafe of the
leaft Failure condemns, the other by Faith
in a Mediator, through his . nghteoufnefs
~ imputed ; now when we fee the firft Way
fhut up by our Sins, we are conﬁramcd to
fly to the fecond for Relief. :

Tue Necefity of Preparation for Cbrzﬁ
mutft be granted, or the whole Fewifhb D:f~
perifation denied, which was defigned by thé
Almighty for this very Purpofe ; the wholé
Law of Mosks, and the Hyftory interfperfed
of Gop’s Dealings with the People of I/raél '
in the Wildernefs, is admirably fuited to
reprefent the Being and Perfeétions of
God, particularly his Sovereignty and Purity,
Tam the Lord, ‘this Jebovab Ipeaks’ withithd
Majefty of a Gad,. he fhews."an. inﬁmté -
chard to his Honour, and-te mrés “all tb-i

love, fear, and obey him, ‘onPain of Deatli; -

if i his Anger waxeshot, the Eatth dpens,” ot -
Dd the

t
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the Plague rages, and deftroys Multitudes 5
or if he is pleafed to hawe Mercy, it is asan
abfolutg Sovereign over Criminals, that have
no Claim; I will have Mercy, on whom I
will bave Mer ?v and I will have Compaffion,
on whom I will bave Compgffion! The Law
teaches that no Mortal can be approved by
God, on Account of his own Goodnefs,
pnlefs he is perfectly holy in Heart and
Life, and that the leaft Defet expofes to
, eternal Damnatlon, and yet at the fame
Tlmc, obliges to a hearty Approbation of
it without this, the Jew could not confift-
ently lay his Hands on the Head of the
Sacrifice, and prefent it to die in his Room;
and yet this was the only Remedy for
Traaéreﬁ’qrs, for without the Shedding of
Bload, there was no Remiffon; all which
was cxa&ly {fuited to glarm the Fews out
of their Security, to affe@ them with Views
of God’s Purity, Swerezgrzty, and Glory, as
well as with - Apprehenfions. of their Pallu-
tion, by Nature and Practice, their Expo-
Jednefs ‘on Account of both, to the divine
Vengeance, their upter Inability to hélp
themfelves ' out of this-State, and therefore
thcxr abfblutc ‘Need of the -Blood of Attones
ment ! and mdecd unbxaﬂ'ed Reafon gives it
S’qfh@e to wl;at has been:faid ; for is it fit
tfut anmpgr ihould be pacé(mcd by God

e . ‘.»M@w"'l
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the Law-gwer before hie clcarly fees hd
deferves to be punithed, and a approves of '
the Law, by w ich ke is condemned, as
holy, juft, and good ? till 4 Sinner is bri it
to this, he cannot fee an abfolute Neceffi
of an Attonement for Sin, or of his Intere
in it, orany Beauty in the Way of Salvation
by it, and therefore cannot come fincerely
into this Plazn, or in gther Words, he can--
not believe in Chrift, which is peverthelefs,

of abfolute Nectfity to Salvation (Mark 16.
16.) the Sinner muft fee that Sin has infi-
nite Mahgmf and Bafenefs ig it,. as it ¢one
tradi@®s and affronts afl the Perfe&xons of
the infinite God, and breaks through the
infinite Obhgatlons of Reafon, Jufhcc, and
Gratitude, which we are inder to his Love
and Service, becaufe of his fupream’ and
incommunicable Excellency, and by the m-
numerable and invaluable Benefits ‘we have
reccived from him, by Crcatnon, Pt’ov'i—
dence, and. Redemption ; and thefefore
that" it is highly rcafonable, and of infinite
Irdportance that' the great God. thould be
honoured, his Purity made tanifeff, .and
‘the”:Rights of his Thronc vindicated, by
puni‘ﬂnng Sin as the Law threatensj:

Dd 2. the

£ See this more ful(y opened, in afae excellen SER-
uoN, of the Reverend and ingewions Mr. Brrasty, upon

she Law, as a Scnoor-MasTar; to which | acknow-

ledge mayfelf indcbied, in this Arpument.
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the Words of the Apoftle, Gal. 3. 25, may
be objected, For after Faith is come, we are
a9 longer under a Schol-Mafler. A. The
Meaning of the Apoftle is undoubtedly
this, That under the Gofpel, we are nq
Jonger under the ceremonial Law, as a
School-Mafter ; Chrift the Subftance being
come, there is no more Need of the Fewifp
Shadows ‘that pointed to him; we have
now no negd to offer the Blood of Bulls and
Goats : But in the mean Time, the Law -
of Nature requiring finlefs Perfeltson, on
Pain of eternal Death, which was the chief
Par(: of thic Law given at Mount Sinas ;
wa¢ in Force before the Jewifb Difpenfation
commenced, and will be fo ta the End of
Tlme, whicli is 4 perpetual School-Mafler to
@11 the human Race ; this Law being built
upon the Nature and Reafon of Things,
mutt of Confequence be immutable and
rpctual and hence the Author of our
%éh ionf affures’ us, that he came not to
de/)roy the Law, and that till Heaven. arzd .
‘ Eart pa/}, one ot or Tittle Shall in no wife
pa b from it (Mat. 5. 17, 18.) (10.) I may
. 'add, 'That the Neceflity of Convi&ion, is
nccéffanly fuppofcd by the Temor of .the
.Gofpel, which .is 'to offer a Remedy, and
that freely, If. 55. 1. Ho, every one that
;ggzrﬂgtb rome e ye to the Watm and be that
- o, hath



bath no Money, come ye buy and éat; yea, ‘
buy Wine and Milk, without Maney, and °

qoithout Price. Reafon teaches that a Re-

medy fuppofes a Difeafe, and that the Lat- .

ter muft be felt, before the Former be va-
lued and fought in Earneft, and likewife
that before this Remedy be accepted as an
Alms, their Pride and Stoutnefs muft be
brought down, by feeing they cannot cure

themfclves, and that their Difeafe is mortal
and ruining ; our Efteem of the Value of

. Benefits, and Gratitude for them, - rifes in

Proportion to the View we have of our

Need, and Unworthinefs of them,  nor are
‘any, but thofe who are acquainted with
their own Vilenefs, difpofed -to. compafi-

onate, and fit to du’e& others in like -Cir--

cumftances. But-it is Time to procccd to
the.Improvement of this Subje&. And, .
1. From it we may learn the perilous
State of . the Secure and Unaconvineed ; {fuch
are(1.) blind, and hence we are mformcd
that jt is the great Defign of the Gofpel

Miniftry, to open Sinners Eyes, and to turn

them from Darknefs. to Light; if. you faw-
your Sin and Danger, you could no more

reft -than a Man in-a burning Fire. (2.) -

You are dead, void of divine Life, wholly
dead, otherwxfe you would hear the awful
%unders ‘of Szmzz,. ‘with fome Dread of

Gosk
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God’s Vengeance, with fome Feeling of your

woeful Cafe you would mourn; when the
Sword of God’s Law is ftabbed into your
Hearts, but alas, not one Sigh, not one
Groan! (3.) You are mad, Luke 13, 17.
As foon as the PrRopicAaL came to himfelf,
he felt he was perithing, and refolved to go
to his Father ; and whenever you come to
yourfelves, to your Senfés, you will have
the fame Feeling, the fame Purpofe, but
alas, it is far from it; you are as blind as
Moles, and as ftupid as Stones; like Mad-
men, you wound yourfelves mortally in
- Sport, and fell your precious Souls to $atan

and Damnation, for a Thing of Nought!

{4.) You are condemned and guilty Crea-
tares, Fobn 3. 18. He that beheveth not, is
condemned already, by the great God, to
Damnation! Mark v6. 16. for breaking the
Law, and rejeGing the REMEDY offered
by the GosrEL: On thefe Accounts, you
are guilty before Gop, who has faid, ¢
will by no Means clear the Guilty I' Numb. 14.
18, (5.) You are curfed of the God that
made you, which none can revoke but
~himfelf, and which he has declared he will
not, except ye repent, Gal. 3. ro. Luke 13,
3. Amos. 6. 1. Dent. 29. 19, 20, 21. (6.)
Yow are poféffed of the DEevir, and under
his Power and Governiment; his Slaves,

- - Vaffals,
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Vaflals, and Children; Luke 11.21. 2T¢m.
2. 26. fobn 8. 44: You are like the Man
in the Country of the Gadareens, poflefled
with a Legion of Devils, who had his -
Dwelling among the Tombs, whom 'no
Man could bind with Chains or Fetters,
who was conflantly cufting himeif! O
fhocking Sight! nor will - any Bonds bind
you to your Duty to God, and your Souls!
no, you violently break them all, and are
, y and Night wounding your -Souls to

Dcath !' (7.) You are quite out-of the Hay
of Mercy, and fhall certainly be for ever
damned, 1f ye continue fo: It is a mere Feff
for you to expett to be converted while you
are gfleep ; in this State, your Hapes of Huap~
pinefs are a Delyfion of the Devil, your
very Blefings -aocurfed, the -Word a Savour
of Death unto Death, -and the - Sacroments
Seals of Damnation! The God of Twuth
has faid, he will find you out, who are fet»
tled on your Lees, and punifb you? While you
[ay - Peace, Pegce, . fudden Dcﬂruﬂmz Jhill
come upon you, as Travail upon o Womén
with Cbtld and ye.fhall -nat efcape! Why
fleep ye Sinners on the Top ‘of 2 Maf
in thc Midtt of the Sea? why, ase ye thus
fecyrg, "-on the Brink of Deathand HeAR -
For God’s Sake .gwake, before it ‘be oo
late., beforc GOD: for{akcs y.ou, befm:;

Dea.
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Death grafps you in its Iron Arms, before
the DeviL drags you to the infernal Far-
gace ; before ye hear ‘the Groans of the
Dasmnea, and the Fire of Hell flafbes in your
Faces : What meaneft thou, O S/eeper, arzfe,
call upon thy God, if [o be be will pity thee,
that thou perifb not ! Pray to God to awaken
thee, and think often on Death, judgment,
. and Hell! But,

2. From this Subje@ we may learn, the
encouraging Situation of the Comvinced;
there is now Hope of your Converfion and
Salvation ; I 'know you are apt to be dif-
couraged, and to think it was never fo bad
with you as now, and that there never was
any Body like you; you are very much
miftaken, it is better' with you now than.
ever, for you are in the Way to Mercy,
and Millions have been in this Cafe before
you : See Chrift takes particular Notice of
you, he envites and encourages you, - Mat.
11. 28. Repent and believe the Gofpel ;
God’s Mercy is high, above your Thoughts,
the Grace of Chrift is inexpreflibly rich
and free; do not be kept from helieving,
by the Greatnefs and Number of your Sms,
or becaufe you have not had fuch deep Di-
ftrefs as fome others ;- remember, that tho'
your Iniquities be as Crimfon and. Scarlet,
‘e will make them white as Snow, at foon
.as:ye believe.. AMEN. . SER-

PRI S
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EZEK 33 u. szz e, . tam ye, ,ﬁ'o;n, {
.your Ntl Wdys’ ;‘:'-“z:;’ R

,,,,,

HE two Heads that I am .now, to
~dilcourfe: upon, ..according.;to the::
brder Jbefore propofed,..ase+ thefe,

L svize 1. To. explain thes; Nature. Qf)
Comerﬁon . And, -2.. To r¢r¢é:w its Neq ﬁ
C{ﬁ{y Aﬂd - S8 o o

1. THE:! NAa‘uRE, of. Couvx«msxou, ma;x »
be :hum defcribed;> viz:. that:it-i5 @ gracious::
Resewing of fallen, Man, for Chsift’s Sake,:
after the moml Image of Gop; wih¢reby, the
feveral [Powers andc Paffions of :the ~ Saul
have  new. Qua/ries anfufed; ard .free.ands;
genesal . Tendensées towasds God:and divine
Things, as their Bilement and Gater 5 the:ls
Effet of svhich:ieu:8 Converlation; agreeablc,;:
to tho Gofpel of- C%&isn. Omﬁ:ft Pagentsc:

e : _were
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were made after the Image of God, which
confifts in Knowledge, Righteoufnefs, and
Holinefs (Gen. 1. 27. Ecle. 7. 29.) a univer-
fal Rectitude poﬁ'eﬂzcd the whole Soul, with

all jts. Powers and Paflions, the Mind with-

Eafe and Certainty, apprehended what God
required ; the 7l complied with the Di-
re&tions of the Mind without Relu&aace,

and the lower Pgffions were obedient to

.~ both; thus harmonious was Man in his
firft State. But the Apoflacy of our firfk
Piarents,. in* “violating: “the Covenant- of
Works, broke the aforefaid' Harmeny, and
+ _introduced fuch a Depravity into the human
Soul, as has beth corrupted and -mifplaced
all its ‘Pacuities; the Mind is. blinded, the
Wil obflsnase, and tse Affections confufed,

either: fixed upon finful ObjeQs; or carried

towards. lawfu} “ones. immoddrately :. TFhe
Will, a blind Power, ufurps the Under~
ftandings Place; ‘to direGund rule the Soul,
and: enforces its arbitrary DiGutes by 2 tyesn-
nical. Aathority, - whick' is- very - paviivis,
- The Veffel maft cectainly bre'in. groar Dan-
e, whenia blimd and futioas Man‘has the
fre@tion.of the Helm in a ' Tempeft. -

Now. Converfion. is-a Renmewing us \after- -

the: Inuge- of Gow, mov tHe “Phyfcal, . .con-
fifting . in: the {pirituat Nature: of the Seul,

" for that e ribver’ doft, ‘etfg v Soe ikt
' SIS be

FT T T ‘
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' be anihilated ;-nok- the Pobtical; confifticg
in Dommmn over the ;lowetr  Creatiory ;
Power over other Creatures, -is no Doubt ia

valuable Prmlege, but - in" the mean Time,

no Part of 3. gracious Change, which mdy
and: often does Subfilt witheut it ; it is there-
fore the moral Image of Gon, we are. re-
sewed after by. Converfion, confifting: in -2

Refemblance ef God’s. moral and commuui- -
cable Perfeitions, which ate teprefented:in,

-and rgcommiended by the:mvral Law, the
invagiable Scak of Aion,. . Gorverfion brings
‘back. the. feveral Powers of the Soul from
the:Ruins of our Apefiacy, .and reflores them
in fome Meafure, :to:their primitive Beausy,

Onder; aak Harinowy,. fox herchy: the Mind

s ealightned anid: emhromd, the #t/l made
-pliant,. and. the . Affeétions rotified. The
-firft moving Caufé-of this blefled Change, lis
the mere Meroy of Gop ;° Ble.are born. mt

of the Will. of ‘the Flgth, aworof :the Willof

Man, but of Ged? 1t iz mot by Works. of
Rtgbtﬁw/ s-that we have done, but accord-

ing to his Mericy be faved us, by -the wafkie

-of Regeneration,: and renesving. of - the Holy
-Ghoft (Tit,3.:5.) the deforving Canfe; is-the
“Bigod of Chriff, Tit..3. 6 The Apoftle
fpeaking of Regeneration, in' the precedd-
ing Verle, fays, Which be fhed :on us abyx-
dazztiy, tlirwgb 3‘(_/?1: Chrift our Saviour; and

—
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hencc we are faid to be ‘wafbed- from our
.S8ins in bis Blood'; had he not laid down his
,foc for Sinners, they ‘never would be re-
newed.  The infirumental Caufe, is- the
Word of God, 1 Pet. 1. 23. Being'bors
again, not. of - corruptible Seed, but of.-Ine
‘corruptible, by the Word of Ged, whkich lfveth
and abideth for ever ; and hence we argin-
- formed, ‘that Faith comes' by bearing, and
lmtrmg by the Word of Ged.. The effcient
‘Caufe, is the bsly Spirst, and: therefore it'is
~calted zbe memg of ‘the Holy Ghoff 5 be-
.caufe by his Influence; he convincesiund
.converts the Sinner from ‘the- Evil- of -his
Wiays, to the: Wifdom'of the: Juﬁ; -withgut
this.” Operation, . neither:'Law nog. Gofjsel,
-however faithfully difpenfed; witl have:any
aving. Effect upon the Souls of Maen;-the
.dry Bones will never. {hake r Came therefore
ﬁ-om the four Winds, O Breath, and breathe
“upon the Slain, - that tbey may #ive. ‘The ﬁﬂa
- *€Cafe fubordinate,.is Hobinefs of Lifes-We
-pre created in Chrift Jefus. unto.g %"orﬁs
that we may walk in them's before we -are
tonveited, we cannot do.any . good Works,
:we are therefore created anew  for this: va
‘End, that'we may do them': But thé
.Cauj} fupream, is the Glory of God’s Grace,
-Eph. 1. 3,6. Bleffed be the God and Father
qfour Lardjﬁa Chriff, who bath: beffed s

. with
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“with ol /};rztmzl Blefings in-Chrift; to the
‘Praife of the:Glory' of his Grace; he pitied -

and loved us in- (our Biood, when we were

Objecs of Loathing and Abhotrence, and
bxd us live ; O glorious, O amazing, pure,
1ich, - and: fovcrengn Grace ! But ifi order to
-open - the important Point’ under*Gonfidera-
tion, ‘ more particulardy and fully, let us
‘take a ttanfient View: of the feveral!Qualities
-infufed : into - the" different Powers of the
Soul, ‘and the confequent Chanye upon
* theém,or good Tendencies thereby pmduccd
‘Tcall “thém ' Quilities, to fignify that the
‘Effence. ‘of the Soul" ftill remains the fame,
‘both' Before and “aftér Converfion ; the Al-~

rmghty by this Change, does not Form a

‘new'8oul, a5 to Subftance, but only infufes
_ncw and dlﬁ"erent Q_glmes or Difpofitions,
by which the ‘Soul's Powers generally and
“freely incline to “différent ‘Objedts, from
‘whit they did before: Thefe lemes are
that" Principle of “fpiritual LiFg, that is in-

fantanioufly communicated at Converﬁon, -
which - the facred Sctiptures inform us, ‘isa .

Qggzcknmq of ‘the De/!d As nitural Life to
which this alludes; is a fixed, abiding Prin-
ciple of ‘Acion, and fpreads. its Influence
through "the whole Frame, this does fo
likewile, and hence our Saviour obferves,
that he that drinks of this Water fhall never

. ' tlmy?
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‘ thirft again; i ¢. fo as before, after the

Things of this Life, but they fball be i bim
as a Well of Waters; [pringing up to eternal
Life.. Mot like a Land Flood, which is
" foon dried up by the Summer Heat, of
frozen by the Winter. Cold, but like a
Jivsng Fountain, whofe Waters do not fail,
hut are both ‘free and permanent : To.the
fame Purpofe, the Converted are faid. to be
Partakers of the divine Nature (1 Pet. 1.
4.) i. ¢, 'of holy Difpofitions, refembling the
divine Naturc, in regard bath of Purity and
Permanency ;. their~ good. Difpofitions are
pot a tranfient Fla/b, but an abiding, pious
Temper of Soul, as it were another Naturez
"To the fame Purpofe, are thefe. Words..of
the Apoltie (Yobn 1. Epb. 3. 9.} Whofoever
is born of God, doth not’ oommit Sin. (docs
‘not go on in a Courfe of Sin) for bis, Seed
yemaineth in bim. Now .the good Quelities
infufed at: Converfion are, efpecially thefe
following, viz. '(1.). Light in the Mind,
as nawral Light was one of thefirlt Things
produced in the old Creation (Gem. §.:3.)}
fo fpiritual Light is one: of the firft.in: the
New, 2 Cor. 4. 6. (2.) Phablenefs in the
Will, to follow the Guidance -of the. en-
lightned Mind ; the Necks of - Sinners, by
Nature are an Irgn Sinnew, and their Brow,
Brafs ; but the Almighty makes bis People
SR : . willing
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swifling People, in the Day of bis Power. (3.}
Order and Harmony among the Affetions,
in following the Leadings of the Mind and -
Will, on which Account the Spoufe is faid
to be all glorious within. (4.) Tendernefs in
the Confcience, when it is purged from dead
Works (Heb. 9. 14.) it rebukes for fmali
Offences ; David’s: Heart fimote him, be: *
caufe he had cut off Seul’s Sl‘{irt, I Sam.
24. §. and - excites to beware of {mall Sins, -
as: well as great, yea, to beware of Temp--
tations: to Evil, and the very Appearance of
it ; the burnt Child dreads the Fire; it flirs
up:thofe that have it, to exert their utmoft
Labour and Vigilance, to-keep clear of Of-
fence towards God and Man, Afs 24. 16.
whereas the Corifciences ‘of the Unconi -
verted: in general; are large, fecure, ard
moilly. filent, ‘uiile(s.- when they commit
iafid notorious Critnes ;- for 20 them that
are undeéfifed - and undelicving, 15 sothing pure, -
but even their Mind and Confcience -is defiled.”
(s5.) Retention of divine Things in the M-+ g
mory; the convertéd Perfon laves the Say-~
ings -of Jesus, moré than ‘formerly; and
therefore - Endeavours ‘more t - lay them -
up inthe Cabinet of bis Memory; Thy Werd*
bave Fhid in'my Heart, fays thé Plalinift, -,
“That -F-might not Sin againtthee, P 119: '
110 iy true; the Grace'of "Go dbes ot
o ' change
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change the natural, but. moral Weaknefs .
of human Nature, for .its Defign is not 't~
* heal the Body,- but the Soul; and therefore
- a Perfon may ‘be much advanced in Holi--
nefs, and .yet have but a weak Memory.;
yet as the Grace of God aflifts our Appre-
henfion of Foundation Truths,and fixes our
.Love upon them, it-muft of Confequence,
" make us defirous to retain them,and grieved .
when we do not, fo that, we are like-to re--
member more of them than eof any Thing
eife. I now proceed to confider the Ghange.-
~ in. the principal Powers of the Soul,.qre.
The Underfianding, Will, and  Affectians, -
which is. the confequent of, and promoted
by the gracious Principles ‘of fpmtual Lafe, 2
mfufcd at Copverfion. And, " = - ...
:1. THE UNDERSTANDING is changad in-
its Views of Thmgs, Affent. to them,..and: -
Eflimate concerning them 5 now he -fens’
the loathfome -and abomtinable. Nature of. .
Sm, fo as to bewail it with Bitterne(s asifos-
‘F n'ﬁborn, and . .groan for Deliverance froax:
with the Apoftle, O wretched Man thet- .
T gm, who fball. deliver me from this Body of .
Sin and Death! He fees with Affection the. "
tranfcendent Excellency and peerlefs Beauty:
of .the: Lord :Jefus Chriff,- who . is :now #e-.
hitm, as the Apple Tree ampng .the Trexs-of -
the, ,];Vcod as, the - Rofe..of . Sbar,m, and. the -
ege Lily

P o
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Lilly of the Vallies ; his Name is-as Ointmavt
powred forth, and bis Garments fmell of Myreh,
dlloe.v, and Caffia! He fees in a firong. Point
of Light, the Beauty of Holingfi; that in-
~ward :Purity, and: outward: ercum(peéhon, '
which - he. before :imagined, to be needlefs
Precifenefs, he now looks upon;- to be :ne-
geflary and . lovely; he perceives. fhiki

Charms. in. Humikty, and hooeft Zeal forv o

" God; which he pever faw. before ! (2.) The
Mind yields.a -new Affent to. them, not
:grounded " upon Conje@ure, .Opinion,  or
hiftorical Credit ;: but .upon the Application
‘of Aivine Truths to the -Soul, ‘'by the holy
Spirit;. whereby fuch pious Ifupreflions. are’
.made, as convince him- of their:divine - Oti-
ginal; :thus the ‘natural ,“Abeifiti of “his
‘Heart is bealed, and . hé induted " to yielda
full .and firm Affent to: theabfolute Cer-
‘tainty -of revealed Religion ; he' has a Wit-
-nefs ‘within himfelf; that it is: no cunningly
-devifed Fable, but true,. as God: i Truth:;.
‘his Views: of Things, -and:Affent to thgm,
being . altered, .it naturally follows ;. (3:)°
:That the. Efiimate will be. altered likewife,
for .that is formed. according to the ‘Apprg-
henfion we have of the Nature;: Moment,

und Certainty of Things, and the Temper

‘and Character of Perfons: “Fogmerly he
ufcd to think that Conwrﬁpﬂ swas. but

‘mere
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were Whim of {ome - melancholly, enthu-~ 1
fiaftical People; ‘but now he fees it to be-of
whiolute Neceflity, and that notwithftanding
of all his good Meanings, <Wards, and
Works, which-he ufed to think would do
.greas Matters, he muft. perith without it: ‘
Communion with God.-he now values, as
. the Life and Soul of Religion,. which hefore
he ufed to think was either needlefs, or
snthpfiaftical, and dangerous::. That noble
:Zeal for God, that is. ready to. run aoy
‘Rifque for his Honour and Kingdom, which 1
.he formerly>reckoned : impradent. Rafhnefs,
now he judges to be amiable. and hegoic!
-and on the Contsary, trimming agcording tv
-the Cuftoms of 'Times. and Placess. in-Mat-
.ters of Religion, with defign to.get Credit
:among the Ungodly, .and fleep.in -a whele -
.kin, which he was.wont to.call Prudgcs,
"-he now judges -to- be.(neaking Cownpdise,
vand felfith. Graft ! Formerly he verily. be-
lieved that Happinefs confilted in Abub-
.dance, -and .therefore be faithfully- toughe it,
for that End; but now he finds bis ,F3ith
.to" be . a \Falacy, - and. that .Perfons :maw be
-perfectly miferable, in the Midft of - Affiu-
.ence | which can no more fatisfy the Mind,
.than. Wind and Grayel the Stommach ; he
.therefore, with Mofes, eflaems. Reproach for
Chrift, tobe.greater Ricbes:than the %edfut’e}
L . - . 0,
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of Egype, “the Treafures of the Univerfe
(Heb. 11. 26.) the: truly Pidus;; whom. he
ufed to reckon, at-beft; but afilly Sott of
People, if not Enthuﬁa&s aird: Hypocntea,
and therefore defpifed them ;' now he’ va-
lues as the moft wife: and::exckllent in the
Earth. Farther; the Mercv and Goodsiofy
of God, from whence he- encouraged himiu
felf in Sin and'Security, he now fees and .
feels-to-be the ‘greateft Incemxve to Hoh- :
nefs! But to proceed, - ‘
2. Tue WiLL is changcd ‘in the fol»a
- lowing Refpects, viz. (1.) -In its Inclinas
tions and Tendencies, thefe’ bend towards
‘God, - in -Chrift, freely and generally, asa
Center; from an inward and :powerful Prin<
ciple of Life (Fobr' 4. 14.) his Will hasan
unconftrained  and: conftant Motion, even
when' outward Enforéements are taken
away ; bécaufe it a@s from an:inward and -
vital' Caufe (P/f.-119.:112.) but the plous
Tendencies of the Unconverted. are: con~
Atrained, and therefére inconftant, fome of
-them under the Views of Etermty, or fome
other Aflition, have weak Motions of the
‘Will towards God - (P/f. 78. 34.) -but when
the Profpe® of Danger is removed, the
‘Motions ceafe, like that of a Clock when
the -Spring is' takén awiy.:(2.) The Will
s changcd inits Choree, its .principat Acbs
Ff2 are
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are Affent or Diflent, thefe are the Hinges
ypon which it exerts its receptive .or ex-
clufive Powers, according to its:Love or
Diflike to the Obje& propofed ; now before
Converfion, the Sinner thinks the Terms
upon which Chrift -is offered too fevere, arid
- therefore diflikes them,’ apd. reje@s "him ;
they will not .come-to bim, that they might
bave Life ; .yea, they keep him without the
Door of - their Hearts, #4 bss Head. is awet
“awith the Dew, and bis Lacks with the Drops of
- the Night | -but the regenerate Perfon, after
having deliberately confidered the Terms
npon. which Chnift and his- Benefits are of-
fered to him, freely and fully confents to
them with his Will, and ‘fo receives the
fon. of .God :.as -his .Propbet,: Prieff, and
King, yea as his everlafting All in All;
and is hereby aCtually inftated in all:the pre-
tiaus Purchafe of his Blood, §obn 1.:12.
{3-) It is changed in its Defigns and -Aims,
. which ‘are now very different from :what
they were before: While in a State. of Se-
curity, his Defigns-and Purpofes were -for
Sin and Self, but now they are for God
and his- Soul; now he laboars as *much
to get his AfteGtions dead’ned tothe World,
as he did before to get:great Pofleffions in
it;" now with a. fingle Eye he aims at the
Glory of Gop, as his chief Mark in"albhis.
ce  Purfuiss,
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Pw_‘fw’ﬂ, and with an anxious Heart, -ofteri
- contrives what Meafures' he ‘thall ‘take tp
honour him, and promote the defpifed, but
truly noble Intereéfts ot ‘his Kingdom ! The
Purpofes of the Unregenerate® refpecting
Religion, are ‘weak, partial, and future 3
they do but half refolve to {érve God, and
that hot at prefént, but in forné future Poirit
of “Time ;' nor do 'they refolve to forfake all
Sin, and - perform all Duty, but'only fome,
~ Tuch as are confiftent with their Credit,
Eife, and Intereftt But the refolves of the
. Converted are ftrong, impartial, and pre- -
fenit; his Determination is full and firm to
forfake all Sin immediately, without a Mo -
ment’s Delay, and to perfotin cvcry 'Du
requited, by divine Help," though it 1h0uld
coft him his Lifet - -
- '3y Tue ArkrcTions -of ‘the Sout aré
changed, biz. Love, Defire; Delight, Sora,
‘row,  Fear, and" Hatrcd in refpect of their
\Obje&s and Tendcncnes, and- (r) The

bleffed God, his People, Laws; Imags, and -

Ordinances, are’ the Objé@s of hlS Loww
* the fupream Affection of the Converted is -
fixed on God, ’in Chriff; as their higheft
. Good and laft End, ag their tompleat fatis-
- fying, and everlafting Portiont” Lam. 3.24..
This Lowe is flrong as Death, which all #he
W aters of Affliction, ‘Repraach and Oppo-

fition,
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fition, can never quench, ‘but are rather as -
Oil, which makes its dormant Fire break
forth into a ftronger Flame! they lave the
Perfons they once defpifed, and pny thofe
they once admired; nor do they relifh their
Company. when they are near God ; but
the Saints appear to them.amiable, va[tly
preferable to all others, however: low and
mean they are.in outward Refpecs, and
how much foever they are defpifed. (2.) .
The Defires of the Regenerate run for the
moft Part, and in the higheft Degree, i in a
fpiritual Channel. They
Frequently long after Communion w:th

" andConformlty to God, in Chrift, here, and
the full Enjoymeat of him hercarter, froma
Sight of his Beauty and Exoellcncy ; to this
Purpofe, the Pfalmift fpeaks in the follow-

ng afte@ionate Language, My Soul followeth
ﬁard after. thee, my Heart and Flefb cry out
forthe ling God! (3.) Their chief Deltgbf
“is-ip Chrift, @ Bundle of Myrrb is myBelweJ
unto me, I fat under bis. Sbado'w with qgr
Delzglu, and bis Fruit was fweet to my Tafle's
‘Whereas before - Converfion, their Defires

- were chiefly and generally fixed either up-

on the Honaurs,  Profits, or Pleafures of
the prefent Warld; and confequently theis
ghief Delight _pla,ccd in them: (4.) Theje

NNNNN
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Sorrow is alfo changed, as to its Objects;
they were wont in' their carnal and fecure
State, -to ‘mourn about worldly Loffes and
Difappointments,’ that either they could not
acquire-or keep fuch a Quantity of worldly
Subftance, as: their greedy Defires longed
for;sor their Sorrow’ prmcnpolly terminated
upon the Lofsof their Credit, Relations, ot
Friends; but.now they chiefly mourn over
" their-own. and others Sins, the Abfence of
God, their Unfruitfulnefs in Religion, dnd
the idw State of it in the World ; - for be that

gs born of the Spirit, is Spirit, faith our Sa- -

dour, i. e. he is fpiritual in the Governing
Frame and Temper of his Soul; #nd in the
'gantral Coarfe--of - his Affections and’ Pafs

. The. Affetions are- indeed -the Pulf
of thc Soul, by which we 'ntay know, fome
Thing of its Temper and. State, -as'we may
of the- Body by the Pulfe. (5.} The Con-
vegted - fear to offend God, even-in the leaft

@hings, they:are afraid qf the wery Appear-

-ance of Evil (v The[. 5. 22.)- when tempted

. they are apt to fpeak in Fofepb's Languagel
-bo'u) feall 1 do this Wickednefs- and Sin againft
. Ged ;. they fee'the Bafenefs, and feel- the

‘Bigternefs of Siny and therefore fear it; and; 4

{6.) As they fear, fo they hate it univer-
fally and implacably, and caanot at any
<Fime fall sn Love with it as formerly; 7

bate
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the Pfalmnﬁ 1 kept myfelf from mine Ini-

quity! Pf. 18.23. I now proceed to the

2. GeneraL Heap propofed, “which

- was' to rcprefent the NecessiTy of CoN-

VERSION, in order to Salvation: This Ne-
ceflity appears to be abfolute, with the

ftrongeft Glare of Light, trom the united

Teﬁnmony of Reafon and Revelation. And,
‘ReasoN informs us, that' Harmony
and Pleafire fpring from the Suitablencfs
between the Oet and Faculty, dnd szcord .
and’ Pgin from the’ Contrary, now ‘what
Harmony and' Pleafure can be. éxpe&cd by .
the Unconverted, even in HeAVEN itfelf,
if they had the Misfortune to be brought

- there in their prefcnt State, feeing the : Hap-

pinefs thereof is Spnzt‘ual and they in” their
prefent State Carnal; the Contrariety be-

. tween which, is as great as between ‘Fire

and Hater, nght and Darknef$, Life and '
Death : But that this melancholly Contrajt
may be more diftinétly difcerned, and more -
fenfibly felt, let us take a tranfient Survey
of future Ha/)pmq/s, in its feveral Parts, viz. -
its' Objects, Subjelts, Enjoyments, Bz{/inq/.'v,
and 'Duwration.- Thé Osjecr, viz..the
bleﬁ'.d 'Gob, you that are . unconvcrtcd B
have a2 “fixed Emmty agamﬁ and that be- |~
caufe of" his" Holinefs, “the. ‘Beauty of his
Attnbutes, and the’ Glory of his Nature,

Gg - Rom.

*
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Rom. 8. 7 The Supjects of it, the Saints,

you hate for the fame Reafon, g5 Enmity is
Sixed between the Seed of the Woman, and the

Seed of the Serpent (Gen. 3. 15.) now, what,

Comfort ¢an you have in Nearnels to, and

Converfe with fuch,? The ENjoyMENTSs of
Heaven, vz, the Vifion of God, Comymunion
with him, and Confirmity tq bim, you have
a Temper of Heart directly contrary, to, the
near. and conftapt View of yoyr almighty
Enemy, when all Hope of obtaining his
Friendfhip expires, would create a. great
Difguft, and ipfupportable Terror ! “and
haying no. Principle of fpiritual. Life, you
cap. have nq relifh for the proper Food there-
of, the Love of God; and as for Holinefs,
it is the Object of your Indignation (as was
before gbierved)-and in this you imitate thg

Nature of Devils! Nor is the Rufinefi of.

Ifgaven,mz to praife God, and converfe
with Angels and Saints, more agyeeable to
your Tafte; for what Pleafure; cap, there be:
in_Praife without Love? and what Delight
in converfing with thofe you hate, and that
upon._ thg difagreeabls Subjedt ot * Religion,
Religion } and._indegq the- perpetual. Dura-
tion Of "this Happinefs, is. the moft dreadfyl
and di{tr.qﬁir:g Ingredient - in it to, the Un-
regeperate ; if it lafted but fox a Day, or fo,

it might be born with, though with‘,_'a‘.ggfa‘i |

e e N
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deal of Difficubty and Uneafinefs ; but that
it thould laft for ever, without any Hope of
Relief, is '@ fhocking Thought!- to be

obliged to behsld an: almighty inceAfeld

Enemy fot evér, without fo much -as Liz
berty to fly from his Prefence, for thé feaft

.....

®pace: of Tithe, is dreadful! to converfé

with the defpifed - Samyts; a little how and
¢hen, about divine ;Tiii’ﬁ%ﬁ, even in thi§
World, efpecially if they have miach of thé
Spirit ant Savour of Piety, and deat falth:
fally with 'you; is a Burden which thoft of
you dread, and therefore thith ‘as mtish a$
youcan; and when you can get hididfomely
clear of them, 'abd come among your owi
Company; you are in yout 'ovwn - Element,
you “breith freely ‘and’ rejoice’! how thefl

~ could you endure to be ‘among them for
" ver in Heaven, when they are made much

#hore, difagreeable to you,” I mean holj dnd

~ zealous; and converfe alinoft contivully of

thit Rekigivn, Which you ae fo frequéntly -
fick of now ; 4nd together therewith praifé

: Mothen?s Intertildion,
throtighoiit a vaft Eternity,” withoir. the
leaft Liberty to get amopg thofe of your
ownr Kidhey, and tilk about your Beloved,
the Wirld, evén for dné Moment ? hbw fir-
tollerable woiild thfs be? jufk like the [hved: -
tion of the Tyrant Mezéntids, to té a deid
- ' Gga ' "Man



228  The Neceffity of Converfion.

.Man to a Living! As to Communion with
God, you do not underftand it, and therefore
do not really defire it now (whatever you
may pretend) becaufe according to the Pro-
. vetb (Ignoti nulla Cupido) Of an unknown
Thing there is no Defire ; and how then
fhould you defire it in Heaven ? nay, many
of the Unconverted are ftrongly prejudiced
againft it, and therefore give it bad Names,
fuch as Enthufiafm, Diforder, Diftraltion,
and what not that is bad : The dry Form of
Religion, you may poffibly make a Shift to
endure, but the Power and Spirit of it you
cannot away with, it is an Abomination (to
you.) Now what comfort can you have in
the Thoughts either of being made an eter-
nal Phanatic, againft your Wills, or the
Companion of fuch for ever, whom fome of
you fincerely contemn.! That which ftill
bears harder upon you, if poffible, is the
Employment of Heafven, viz. praifing God.
As to public Werfbip in this Life, though
Education, Cuftom, and a hxf’roncal Faxﬁx
may make fome of you bear with a little of
it tollerably, in cafe the Weather and Ways
be good, and the precife Minute be duly
obferved, but if the ufual Minute be a little
tranfgrefled, then all is out of Joint ; there
is great Uneafinefs, great Longing for the
laﬂ W'ord, ﬂmb is reckoned by far thc beft
that

T -r...A._.-nw-ﬂ-—-—@n-J
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that was fpcken, and great Gladucfs after the.
Dumuhon of the Afflembly, that you have
once more got happily clear of this Bond-
age,. this Confinement of worthiping God,
and have returned to a Bufinets you like
better ! but pray are regular Felks, of fuch
puney Siomachs, fit to go to Heaven? or do
you think to go there, and have any com-
fort? if fo. it 1s amazing; if you grow tired
of a few Hours Worthip in this Life, how
will yau bear to be tied to it, for Millions
of Millions of Ages, and not have one {
Moment for the Bufinefs you love? O pic
tious Cafe! in Heaven there is. nothing at
all fuited to your prefent Temper, no wor/dly
Riches to pleale vour earthly Inclinations, no
wanton Dalliances to gratify your brutith
Defires, no Parrafites, to flatter your Vanity,
none of the Seed of the Serpent to feed your
Envy againft God and his People, nothing
but fpiritual and holy Exercifes and Enter-
taioments, in which, tor the want of a pious
Principle, you can have no more relith,
than the Blind in PiCures, the Deaf in
Mufick, or Brutes in the Mathematlcks'
you would be grated with ite Harmony, -
~ fad and forrowful in the Midft of all its
. Joys, and perfe@ly tired with its inceffant
Devotions, as well as terrified with the

Profpect of their perpetual Continuance ! hm
tnis -
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this difagreeable and diftrefling Situation,
where you have nothing to your liking, you
would long to be out from among a Com-
pany, and from Employments you never
Yiked, and get into your own Element, and
among your own Company ! that you might
. have a little Liberty, and not be continually
plagued with Religion; -and fecing you cotld
not get them any where elfe but in Hell,
you would try to fly there for fome Shelter,
for fome Comfoft, after fo much Sorrow
and Trounble! and though HELL be a Place-
. of terrible Torment, yet even there you
would find fome Mixture’ of comparative.
Comfort, for there you would be entirely
delivered from converfing with thofe you
~ hate, and from the -difagreecable Exercifes
~ of Hohnefs ; there you would find Spirizs of
your owh Complexion, and there you may
without controul, in .confort with them,
. give free and full Vent to allyour Refentments
-~ apaindt God, his. Ways, and Pesple for ever!
thus it appears plainly, that Happinefs for
.+ you, i your prefent Stare, eyen in Heaven
ttfelf, is smpoffible, from the very Nuture
of Things, according to the Dictates of
Reafon, and tommon Senfe; dnd that either
G OD, ot you, muft have your Natures
_chinged, of you cinnot agree together, ami_-
- o 0
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of Confequence cannot be happy im the
Enjoyment of each other. i3ut,

2. To the Teftimony of Reafon, Reweq,
lation gives its Suffrage; by informing. us
that we are by Nature in, a corrupted. Stare,
Fobn 3. 6. and likewife that we are conn
demned both by the Law, and by the Gof-.-
pel, for violating the one, and refufing the
Offers of the other (Gdl. 3. 19. Mark 16,
. 16.) it cannot be that apy unconverted,

Perfon has Faith of a faving Kind, for that
would Change his Heart and Pracice, Gal
-§. 6. Now there never was any Way opened:
to Hcaven, but thefe two, wiz. by the. .
Works of the Law, and. by the Gofpel
both which are fhut. up- to the Unsegene-
rate : That God, who is abfolute Lord of
his, own. Treafures, and can. difpenfe them,
to his. Creatures; upom what Terms he
pleafes, bas by pofitive Conftitution. made-
Converfion, - or Holmefs, which are but.
different Words for the,fame Thing, of.
abfolute Negeflity to Salvation, Yabn 3, 3.
“fefus .anfwered.and faid unto bim, werily, vg-,

rily, I /&y uato thee, except. ¢ Man be. boxu.. ~

again, be.caunot fee the  Kingdam of - Gad. .
Heb.. 12, ¥4... Without Holinefs. na. Man. fbalk:
Jee the Lond); without this, neither. Gircums
czﬁax,nor Uﬂarcumaﬁon, will avail any T}ng :
to Sajvation (Gal. 6. 15.) apd indeed, it
may
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 be with Juftice afferted, that Conver-
fior has fuch a Relation to, and Connettion
with future Happinefs, that it is but'a Part, .
or Beginning of it, differing only in Degree
and Duration, from the Happinefs of Hea-
wven; for what is that, but the Perfection
of the Graces, formed and infufed in this
Life, and the Continuance and Perfe@ion
~ of that Communion with God, and reli-
gions Worthip - which is here begun, fome
Circumftances excepted? The good Man
moft certainly begins his - 'Heaven upon
Ezrth, and finifhies there what is imperfe@
hm. . ' . N T N . .
-BuT it is Time to proceed to fome brief

- ImprOVEMENT of this' very important Sub-
je@t; feeing the Matter' is of fo great Mo-
ment and Neceffity, upon which our Com- -
fort ard Safety, in both’ World’s depend ; -
it is therefore highly Neceffary, to examine -
with Speed, Care, and Impartiality, the ’
prefent State of our Souls, by comparing
our Experiences in Religion~ with what :
has been already faid in-this Difcourfe, con- -
cerning the Nature of "2 gracious Change,
upon the feveral Powers and Paffions of the
Soul, together with the confequent Reform-
ation upon the outward Condu@. It is
true, in the preceeding Sermon, I thewed -
that there may be fome Alteration made

. ',v' ‘ B uPOn
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-upon-fome, or all the Faculties of the. Uha
regenerate ; but that is very defective, :and
-very. different. from the' Change - which I
have been now difcourfing:.of; as may. ap-
:pear: to'every Eye, by the following

(which I offer, to:prevent:-truly pious Per-

fons from beirig: diftrefled, - without. juit

Baﬂ(c, refpecting” the State of their Smrls)
.the Light in their Minds'puffsup, . and.
'xs Tattended With Sioth; whereas the other
. hibitudlly humbles-the Souly:and excites'to
~priéical Holinefs:: ‘The Refolutions of the

- Wils of the. Unregencrate, are-not humble,
aprefént; fixed, 4nd thorough$ they -are:nipt
- fully. determinéd to\forfake: ‘every Sin,~and
: to:db &very Duty 5 No! they except Conflr~
tut’ion Sins,” and Tach Dutses ‘ais are wnfiffhoon-

- abley difficult, and | dangerous ito>: Flefb -2hd
' Blood;’ but. it “isthe. veryi yeverfe with:the
¢ Regenerate : "The Will of the. Unconverfed,
- not: being - thoroughly turned from. Sin and
~Self-1:nghteoufnei§ to God;:in . Jefus-Chrift,
>midkeg’s Flaw in-the Marrragc Contrad, dnd
- fo rding all! But the Regenerate being: ‘fldin
tbc Law, are boneff, and have:no rg/'arvvc
thlﬁr /Clofure * with ~ the - Redessher,” :but
gl&d! p laccept of: him, as the :Gift of Gud,
' alb s Offices|under a deep Stift of their
Vbl Nesd ofrdim in. dmgx all; ‘withe 2
ﬂall nd firmiHarpok,” by hisngracious dh-

e Hh fluence,
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ﬂucncc, to cleave to him. and his Ways to
ithe Death; though ‘it thould coft them pe-
iver fo dear. As to the Change in the Afeqr
tions before exprefled,. this is obferva
s thit they do ‘mnot. alter ‘the governing. Frame
-and habitual Temper of the Soul, and make
‘it holy,” homble, heéavenly; whereas the
{other really does fo, ke that ‘is born of ~tbe
L.Blefh, is Flefb, and be that is born. of the Sf
13#, s Spirit, 'faith our dear Lord. "lfg;
<Regenerate make Confcience of their ﬂm&gb!; ,
athey likewife labour to preferve the Sav
- wof Rchgmn in their. Hearts, and to hvg
rkanmg on: Cbrzjl ; Sin is their chief Bus
.band. Progrefi-in Holinefs and Ufefulnefs,; Baqu
-‘¢hitf Defire in general, really and fruly
-shut it is not {o ‘with the Unconverted,‘%c{r
EThoughts are fuffered to run at Tand@,
=sor-do they mind the Savour of Piefjs
- athéy can’ but keep up- the Form,. thg! are
 “likewife.  Strangers to daily . living. on. %R
- -, {Offices:of Chift, nor are they fruly. b
. 1idened .with - theu: Heart-Corruption, ; he
. Unproﬁtablencfs and little Growth in Gogie
= néfs; - for their, Rch ion: is principally: | 8l
- etilated for the Mm an of this W(;glgz:
. ~iward-Past with them. is-a forry Thip g&a
.imiere- Flafh! let fuch. who - “havej ¢ exggq—
& estried this :graaous Change defcribed; jn: this
.--iGermony;: rgo:ce in God,. wha;evg:r your; got-
LCASUBL B L . : ward
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ward Situxlion i, ‘bécaufe: bem gby.Comver!
fion ‘made his Children, inia: favmg Senfe;’
they may with Certaintp: all the
Bowels and Affjflance, which 4 Fatber thoukf

thew to his Ghildren in this Life, and.ani .
 Inberitance of iinmenfe Value in:the Lifs t& -

come! Your. Father has Wlfdom, Power,‘
and Tendernefs enouigh to confer upon

all that you doj: and may - need in-Timeand -

Eternity, and-his: Truth 1s in Pawn, thathB

mlldp)t "‘.:,..:. o NS IS R T I
. Dear BREd’HREN, let s. therefore live
LWes of | ‘Thankfgiving and ‘Praife to ‘the
Glory of ‘God,! for. thxs Watk of his Grace -
in us, and all sothes: Benefits ‘'we' have: and
do receive from his bounteous ‘Handd; in
particular, .let us. glorify God,- byia Lgﬁ’ of -
Faith: in_ his: dear Son, and fanthful Wordy
not. faggering :at:.the Promife; by a Life: of o
- Love to his Majeﬁy our - heavenly. Fatber, -

and to his Clisldren; our. Brelbrens by a
Life of Humiility and Holinefs,: Learmng ‘of

efus, to be meek and. lowly in Heart ;' let-ais <
e Followers of God, as dear Childrenvand |

o walk in Love, imitating the imitable Exam-

¥

3

ﬂfs of our great and gracions Father, la-
uring to be holy, as he is holy, and

merciful, as he is merciful : And as to the
Unconverted, I befeech you, by the Mer-
cies of GOD, to pnty your- poor Seuls, and

: , h 2 “to

The Inprovewenss  igs
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to turn’ from nyonr evil Wiys to - ebimod
fpeedily ; remember while you. delay. this;
i3 are Maurderers, -SelfsMunderers, - Sauk
urderers, Self-Soul-Murderers, your. Biad
is..upon your: own Heads, your DeftruGion
i the Fruit of your own.Wickednefs and
Qbftinacy; . in:.RjeCting, - agsinft- your *own
Souls, God’s :repeated Warnings and " Irivis
tations, and therefore: it ‘is byt juft that'you
fhould: perith;: a8d this you.vill be obliged
to own at laft, to God's Honour, and your
own Shameé; what unfpeakable Anguith
will a: Refledtion: upon this;:diife in. your
Confcien¢es anather Day, unlels you fpeedily
nt. and. seform, before it ‘be! too. late;

too, late 2 O}, think -oftén upon the .inéxs:
preflible. Dangees and Miferies of your: pre-
fent ‘Conditign, cry to. Ges. earneftly: and
Freguently - for * converting . Grace, - -attend
with  Scrioufbefs' upon the Means appoirted
fOr that End ;- dnd, in particiifar, O hearnow

T TXTRe

“the gracious “Call of God; in our . Fext,

Furn ye, tarn: ye, from your evil "Wa}s";‘-‘;ﬁ;}
‘Amen. CAmEN, o Tmod
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Exrk. 33. 11, Turn ye, turn ve, from
. your evi] Ways 3 for why will ye die, Q
. Houfe of IsRAELY, o
8 | N she »precccdiﬁg Vcri‘.'é‘s_;” m;; aro"to;&;
"4 that when..a Watchman_fees- the Sword

B come upon .a:-Laend, it is -his Duty to

5 blowithe Trumpet,.and warn the People }
he.muft: bear- the: Word, at God's Mouth, and
_aparm. them fram:bim ;. and then: whafoever
beareth the Sound: of the Trumpet, and. taketh
not. Warning, if the Sword come and take bim
away; bis. Blood fhall be upon bis awn Heads
‘but be that taketh Warning fball deliver bis
Soul;. but if the Watchman. fee_ the Sword
come, -and blow not the Trumpet, - and the Peyk
- bee mot -warned, their. Blood will be required at
2he. Watchman's Hand ; nevérthelefs, if the

Watchman, warn. the Wicked. of bis. Way, to

turn

t
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turn from st if be do not turn jrom bis Way, .
be fball die in bis Iniquity, but the Watchman
bas delivered bis Soul! The People of Ifrael,
inftead of being humbled by the Judgmcnu
of God, and accufing themfelves -as '
Caufes thereof, murmured agamﬂ

and accufed him of Unkindnefs and In-
juftice ; they acknowledged that he had fet
Life- before them, but in ‘the mean Tieme
alledged, that he had put it out of théir
Reai had determined their Deftruion; .
and therefore  did but ‘mock them h‘k
* Propofals ; they alfo plead that God's Ways
were not cqual, that he was partial in his
Providences, and too fevere! In anfwer to
which unjut Cawvils, the Prophet was -
dered to afluore ithem, in the moft (b1
aner, that -the Almighty had no- Pl¢
fure in- the Deftrucion’ of Sinners, but
would rather they fhould ‘turn and live§
and that in cafe they repented and refored;
he would readily accept of -them, "and pre-.
vent their ruin ; but if they perfifted in’ ‘théls
Impiety, after all the Warnings given them,
their ruin muft be afcribed to themfelveSf‘ :
‘Death ‘is your own Choice, not' niine, {0
. Jong as you go on in the Way that leads-to
it, for wbhofo finneth againfi me, wrongeth bis
own Soul ; “he that wilfully choofeth Si, and
contmues in the Practice of it, does" intef-
- pretatively
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. God’s Lamentation over Siguers. 239

pretatively chofé: Death,. whichhis its Wages
and Confequence 1 It is therefore owing to
your own wicked ‘Will, and nat my Reto-
lution, that ye die; for why will ye die, O
Houfe . of Ifrae}? Thefe Words contain
Geod’s- Lamentation over the People of Ifrael,
.and Expoflulation with them; and (1.) The
-Almighty Jaments the unhappy Cafe of that
finful People,. who refufed to be reclaimed,
by all. the:Meafures he took- with them for
-that:‘Purpofé, both by his Prophets, and
- Protidences ; . he, as it' were, groans over
_them,.in the moft mournful Accents, O
Houfe of Ifrael! as if he had faid, it grieves
" -me to fee thy approaching Ruin, O that thox
badf known snthis .thy Day, the Things that
belong. to thy Peace, . before they aré bid from

thine Byes : Howfball I give thee up Epbraim, -

bawp fhall I make thee as Admab, bow fhall 1
Jet thee as Zeboim; my Heart i3 turned within
- me, my Relentings are kindled together.] Speak-
ing after, the Manner of Men,- the rAlmiéhty
- feels a @krong and: tender Reluance in his -
Bowels, when he is.about to give up with a
finful People, who profefs his Name, -and -
whofe Predeceflors have been eminent in his
~ Love:and Service: Is.it not affeting to hear
~ the glorious ‘God-thimfelf thus, addreffing,
thys. lamenting oser; ungrateful, worthlefs
. Impenitents? O Hagfe of Ifrael I :Woe to us,

we



240 God’s. Expoflulation-oith: Sivmérs.

.we are harder than Fron, than Adamawt, if
‘the Groans, and repeated. Intreaties- éf a
‘God, do not pierce and j)ertwade vur-very
‘Sculs!  {2.) “JEHovAR:iexpoftlates - with
Ttanfgrefiors;’ why will ye die ? q. d.vwlly
.do ye chofe your own Ruin, ¢ By walking
-¢.in the Way ot Impiety, that leads to, fand
-« iffues in it ? are not:8in’ and. Punifhiment
-* bound togeﬁher, by ‘fuch Chaing s -’
<.thing but Repentance..and Refortration
“+<-can break 1 is there afiy Thing in Sin- thac
“will Ballarice - the Lofs -youn are-iike to
fuftain by 'it? why then do you ctﬁ!‘t
“Deftru@ion, without *a ‘Covering § Why
“are you bent upon your owi an? wklt
" ¢" Apology can you form: for your Imijeiii-
tente ! will you be yoursown Mur&&éb,,
¢ and imbrue your Hands in your din,
Blood, after {0 mueh Pains have w‘n,
taken with you? what. mean you'p
Creatures, by your prefent Condu&t ¥ Why
“are you fo infatuated, will you defy Omh-

¢ nipotence, and ﬂxght all 'the Riches' aM
{Condefeenfions of my Patience and Go
‘nefs? have .you made a Covenant wi L
'Death, -iti Agreement - with Hell- b iwho,
“¢an fcreen you from' my Indignahou, bt
¢ are you quite Regardlefs-of it? have “you
© ferioufly wﬁﬁdered the Terrors of a° tézn
4 ?oral and etex‘na;l ‘Déatk, thas yd&‘ £

i)
~
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God’s Equﬁulqtion with Sinners. 241

¢ {o fond of them, fo determined to obtain -
¢ them, by your unkind, unreafonable, and -

¢ cruel Condu&, in giving a deaf Ear to all = .

¢ the Allurements and Alarms of my Word -
and Providence; whatever your deceitful
Hearts fuggeft to-the Contrary, you fhall
die if ‘you perfift in your Iniquities; your
¢ Dependencies, Projets, and Attempts,
¢ however promifing, will fail you? you
¢ fhall be diftrefled and. ruined, as a Nation *

- ¢ plucked up by the very Roots; for I am

< forming Ewvil againf you, and -devifing a -
¢ Device againft you? you fhall be divorced -
¢ as a Church, 1 will not own you any more
*-in ‘that Relation, becaufe you . have' be-

¢ haved unworthy of it,: backfliden with a.
¢ perpetual Back{liding, and refufe to re- -

¢ turn; unlefs you repent and reform, you °
< fhall be utter] deprived of your prefent.
« lety and Ly iberty, both civil and reli-
¢ gious, which you have ungratefully abu-

¢ fed, to Pride and Luxury, to Lukewarm-
¢ nefs and Profanenef, and be fubje&, you
< and your Defcendants, to a foreign Yoke ;
[ 4

.a'a-i

there. you fhall groan ‘under Poverty and
preflion, during the wretched remains
¢ }P a Life that is worfe than Death; or if-
< faithful to your Religion, in Exile, fuffer
< for it; there you will hang your filent
« Harps uwpon the’ lelows, -and - deplore
T Ii ¢ your
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* yous Lofs of the Solemnities you now de- *
¢ fpife and negle! O Sirs, have ye mnc- :
gard w your Religion and. Liberty, no.res
gard to. the Church and Nuagiom, no: regad -
to yousr Honours, Eflates, Lives, and: to the
Lives of your dear Defeendants and. Relgs -
tives £ it you have, fhew it, by t:ur,mnglo
the God from whom ye havc ﬁrayed ﬁn;,-;‘
cerely and fpeedily, otherwife your- fpeew :
Deglarations-are but Hypocrify and Meckeary; -
but God:will not: be mocked,. he that fomws
to«thQFlpfh fhall. of the Fleﬂw reap: Cage
ruption; Turn; ye, turn ye, fwafzm]l yg aed
O: Protuﬁmts, O Britems;. Q Inhabitrnts of
Philadelphia I Gad. is. certainly: angny wxgh
our poar finful. Natiom, fee how-ous Conpr
fels are. tusned; bagkwards, fge: the dreadful
 Scandal. which the rightequs: Gop . 1;@; ;
~ poured- ‘upam our, Aves,_ by Ses and:Randi; -
Armg by, Sea;. which: we. have: as, vam}gas
~ wickedly: boafled; of, and trufted: in,. a5
though; they. could, fcresn us: fren; the Vens -
geange. ofi Gog:himfelfl;. blafphemons. Va- -
nityg! fee. qur- important. FEertyeffes; bafely
betrayed,_ partly- by Cowardices, and- partly
by, Indplence.and, Treaghery;, intothetHands -
of- .oys cruelc Enemigs, who laugh at .us,
and; infult- ayer qur divided: State; aur ‘weak
Mﬁafqges,pr;our fluggith and cowar ‘gly Ex-
ccupon Qf goead ones ;. you fee the. ssordm '
rawn

/ | , | .A-MJ
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- The melancholly State of vuir Nation. 243

drawn and bathed inthe Blood of our Coun-
trymen, ‘how awfully is the little Skitt or
Peninfula ‘'we poflefs, along the Sea Shore,
upon this Continent, begirt by a bold, vi-
gilant and a@ive Epemy, who are deter-
mined, with the prodigious Tribe of thefir
Confederates, unived as one Man, under an
abfolute Government, to drive us entirely
out of this Country, or fubje® us to their
" Papal Yoke? And have they fot made large
Strides to.compafs their Defign? If different
Meaiures be not taken by us, and differently
executed before long, is not our Cafe ina
Manner défperate ? And Sirs, our Danger is
increafed, by the late unnatural and awful
Combination formed apainft divers Prot¢-
ftant Powers in Europe, o which they ate
no Match ; and yet notwithftanding of this
gathering Storm, though our Land and Na-
‘tion tremble, and total Ruin haftens towards
- us, many are fecure and flupid! what afe
our Flects and Armies, except ‘wé repent
and reform, but & mere Bubble ? Let us
then turh to God, if we have any Regard
to him, ot to ourfelves ; any Regird to our
King, our Country, our Relations, Friends,
Eflates, Liberty, or to our Lives, snd our
“Souls ; and then we may expet Delivetance
and Mercy : He will dire& to proper Mes-
fures, and blefs theins’ but withbut thid; 2
: Iiz . Curfe



244 A Prayer for Succefs.

-Curfe and Blaft will attend our Enterprizes!
: ‘({) tglcrcfore, Turn ye, turn ye, wby ‘ﬁzll ye
ie
But though the Words of our Tcxt,
primarily refpeé't temporal and national M-
ferics, yet they likewife intend fpiritush -and’
eternal ; it is Siz that expofes good Men to
Deadnefs, and many other Miferies in their
Minds in this L:fe, and this expofes the
Impenitent to eternal Death in the next!
Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil Ways, for.
-why will ye die? From the Words: I may
:obferve: this Propofition, that perfifiing -in
Sin, is- unreafonable and ruining ; now, i
- order to expofe the. Evil and Danger of this
Pradtice, and perfwade to the Contrary, I
fhall, agreeable to the Form of the Text,
- propofe fome expofiulatory Querses, which I’
befecch you to give an attentive Ear tg;-as.
you will anfwer it at the Bar of our Lord.
Jesus Cueris, in the Day of his appear-:.
ing. -And now moft gracious Gop, and"
moft merciful Father, affift me, thy unwor-
thy Servant, to fpeak as under thine Eye,
“and in thy Prefence, with a fincere and
ftrong Defire, that poor Sinners may come
from their Wandrings to thy Majefty ! O'!
for Help to fpeak as though I were never
-any more ! blcﬂ'cd and dear Lord

to fpeak .
N/ ﬁa Chrig; fend, O fend thy holy Spmt, "

' / N
L el o itassatibleet
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to ﬁ:t home, by almighty Inﬂuence, upon
the Hearts of thefe thy People, what has
-been and may be delivered upon this Subjeé,
that they may indeed turn from their evil
Ways-.unto God, and be dehvcred from
Ruin!. And, ,
1. Does not the TextI am dxfcourﬁng
- on, plainly declare, that fiich as do not turn
‘to God, from the Evil of their Ways, '/ball
die, i.e. not only be expofed to innumera-
ble Miferies of Mind and Body in this Life,
.. but to eternal Death in the next? For fuch
- T @bet is prepared of old, the Fuel thereof is
* Fire and much Weod, the Breath of the Lord
 as.'a Stream of Brimflone does kindle it ;. the
Unregenerate shall not fee God, but dweil
for ever in a Furnace of Fire, where our
"Lord affures us, are weeping, and gnafbing
of Teeth! The Damned will then with Bit-
ternefs lament their Lofs of the Opportuni-
ties, and Abufe of the Means of Salvation !
a remembrance .of the folemn Warnings,
and earneft Invitations they have had - from
the faithful Minifters. of Chrift, will extort
Tears from their Eyes, and Groans from
their Hearts! when they confider how, they -
have reje@ed them! it will-fill ‘them with
perpetual Indxgnanon againft ‘themfelves,
when they review the Pains they have taken -

p damn their Souls, againft:the repeated -
- Remonftrances
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Remonftrances of God and Man, as well as
of their own Confciences, and that
have fold their Salvatien for a Thing of
Nought ! if Men took as much Pains to be
faved, as they do to be damned, they wouild
probably fucceed ; if they fez their Foces pq
wards Zion mow, and fowed in Tears, they
would reap in jfay; but in Hell their Sor-
rows are to no Purpofe, they will be withi
out Hope, and without End; O wint
would the Damned give for the Opportii-
nities they once had, for the. Sealons ¥ou:
now have, and but lightly efteem ? O with
“whiat Vehemence would they improve theii?
hear how Dives roars and groans, Edke
'16. In Hell be lift up bis }j‘yes, being in Top-
ment, and cried, and faid, Father A&rﬁﬁ‘
bave Mercy on me, and fend Lazarus that
be inay dip the Tip of bis Finger in Water and
cool my Tongue; for I am tormented in thi.
Flame. That Wrath which the Dam‘n‘éli
fecl, is infinite, continual, eternal; thée
. Smoke of their Torments afcends up for
‘ever and ever, nor have they any reft in the
Night or Day ; a Gulph is fixed between
that awful Place, and the heavenly Paradife,
which they can never pafs; aftor Millions
.of Ages are elapfed, their Mifery is but- be-
_ginning ; O Eternity, Eternity! how dreid-
ful. art thou? Herc unregenerate - People
S ) S ) havc

e e W



Tbe Value of eternal Life. 247
have many carnal Comforss, and pleafe them-
felves -with a. falfe Hope ; but . there they
will he berieved of them all at once, and fink.
in cternal Defpair! O thocking Thought!
is-it not worth while, my Friends, to take
the utmoft Pains, ‘and that without the leaft
Delay, to efcape. this Place of Torment ?

2. WiLL not eternal Life fully recom-
pence all your Pains in queft of it? Yes,
furely; for Ege hath not feen, nor Ear beard,
neither bath it entered into the Heart of Man
20 conceive the Things which.God bath pro-
pared for thofe:that Love him. In the heavenly
Paradife; the Glorified fe as be is;
are perfectly conformed to his Nazure, fully
enjoy his Love;: and for ever celebrate his:
Prasfe ; there they are eternally ravithed
with: ai naked! View of the Beauty. of the di~-
vine: Attributes ; ‘before. the: tranfecendant
Luftre of this fupream Excelleney; the: Sun, -
that-- glorious-OrB- of Light, i turned into:
Darknefs, and. the: Moon: inta Blood ;. the
Stars.forget their Shining, the:Beauty of Men:
and Angels fades as the:Grafs, and:appears:
as mere Deformity.! Od.the €X4ry of the *
blefled Gop is: unparralleled;: ‘incompre= -
henfible; overcoming, eternal!! a tramfient:
Glimpfo: of it even in this Life, thouphs =
thraugh an. obfeuring: Medium;. tranfportas: i
-and: transforms: the: Soul, and: turns Barthe -

SRR - inte
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into Heaven; what Effes then muft the °
jmmediate and uninterrupted. Vifion of this .
produce in a future State, where Sin and all -
the Sorrows it has introduced into this lower
Globe, are for ever vanithed! the little we
now perceive of -the Wonders of Creation, -
Redemption, and Providence, affe&s our
Minds with a pleafing Admiration ; but
when all their Beauties will be at once and
for ever opened to ‘our View, with what
~ Exftafies of Pleafure, of the nobleft Kind,
fhall our Souls be for ever entertained and -
fatisfied ? here much of the Wifdom of Je-:,
bovab’s Works is hid from the moft curious, , -
Enquirer ; here God covers with Darknefs -
bis Pavillion,” and bides the Face of bis Throne
bis Foot-fleps are oftenin the great Decp, and
we cannot difcern them ; we fee but a fmall
Sketch of the Plan of Providence, and thgrc-
fore cannot difcover the Connection of its
various Parts, their fecret Movements, per-
fe& Harmony, and mutual Subferviepcy to-
promote the grand Defign of the whole
Syﬁcm, notwntghﬁandmg of their apparent .
Contraricty ! an obfcure Emblem of which,
we have in the Wheels of 2 Watch ! here
we are fo wedded to the Low, and our
Faith fo weak, that our Apﬁrehenﬁons of
the inexpreflible Freenefs, Riches, and Glo-

ries of rcdccmmg Grace, are at beft but. -
o famt
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faint an“d obfcure ; but in Heaven we fhall |

- fee its amazing Immencenefs, its Charms

and Endearments, and be eternally ravithed

by the Sight! This, O this! will be the
fweet Sul?_jeét of everlafting Songs of Praife
‘to God, and the' Lamb that fits upon the
Ihronc' The focial Worfhlp, and focial
Converfe of the Church ot the Firft-born,

being freed from all Defeéts, both natural

and moral, muft needsyield a Delight, to
us, in our prefent State of Darknefs, incon-
sceivable ; but that which Crowns the Scene;

R

i is that it is ezernal, ez‘ermzl never will there -

.. ‘be"any Period to thofe. EnJoyments, or any
" Fear of it! :

. Is it not then efceeding Abommable, ’

to delay your Converfion. to Gop, whereby
you are freed from dymrr eternally, and

made meet for the Enjoyment of that great

Salvation 2 a Salvation not only great be-
. yond. compare, beyond the utmoft Force
and Fire of Words, but vaftly beyond the

utmoft Reach of a Creature’s:Thoughts; a

great Salvation, not only in refpet of the
Suitablenefs and Value of the Bengfits there=

+ " by poffefled, .but likewife on Account of -

the invaluable Price whereby they were
purchafed, the abfolute Freenefs of their
Communication to uS, and . immortal Dura-
‘_tzon’ To Delay in a Matter of fuch vaft

. K k. Moment,

R S s . « 3
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Moment, is difhonouradle to God, burtful to
others, and prejudicial to yourfelves 2 Hereby |
you arc guilty of Rebelling againft his awful
and rightful Authority, who has made and
preferves you, and is the great Original of
your Beings, and all your Benefits ; he it is
who bolds the floating Breath in your No- ‘

Jrils, and in bim you live and move 5 all the
Good you have in Hand or Hope, entirely
hangs on his fovereign Pleafure ; this great
God commands you to turn to him: fpeedily,

. without the leatt Delay ; To Day if ye will
bear bis Voice, barden not your Hearts ; bebold
mow is the accepted Time, bebold now ss the
Day of Salvatson? and will you confront
his Authority, even when it is excrted to

romote your beft Intereft? will you cormzernn ‘
the Majefly of God, by prefering the Devil,
the World, and your Lufts, before himy
by obferving their Commands firft, and by

iving them the Prime of your Strengthi and

ears, what can be more bale and dége-
nerous? what to prefer the vileft Evil, be-
fore the greateft Good ! to prefer the bafeft
Shave, the moft cruel Tyrant, and malici-
ous Murderer, before the great, the right-

' ful Lord of the Univerfe ! before the befly
the moft indulgent; and beneficent AMafer,
Father, and Sovereign! You are alfo guilty
of ‘the moft monfitons. and ungrateful -

. gratitude,

PU S S ]
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gratitude, againft the Mercy of God, in that
inftead of improving the Morning of Life, -

in the Service of its Author, you:abufe it to
his Dithonour, by acting the Part of Slaves,

'~ and Drudges to his and your implacable

Enemy. Miferable Souls, is this the Way
you requite the good-God, for all the in-
numerable, invaluable, and immerited Kind-
nefles, he has Wlthout Intermiffion thower-
ed down upon you, from your infant Age,
till now ? " has be been a barren Wildernefs, or

‘@ Land of Drought to you? No! he has

gracioufly made - you a Sharon, a Sorck !

for which of all his Kindnefles do you thus
treat him ! O ! has hot Febovah reafon to

complain of :you, ‘as of Hrael af old, . ¥ bave
nourifhed and brought up- Children, and they
bave rebelled agazryi me ? Will ye thus for-

fake the Fountain of living Waters, and

hew to yourfelves broken Cifterns that can
hold no Water! Give Ear, O ye Heavens,

and T will fpeak, and bear, 0 Earth, the
Werds of my Mouth; do ye thus requite the
-Lord, O joalzjb People, and unwife? is be not
thy Father that bath bought thee, bath be not =

made thee, and eftablifbed thee? Farther,
DELAYING in a Matter of fuch inexpref-

fible Moment, ‘is burtful to Mankind, round
about you, for what has a more pernicious

and enfnaring Influence, than bad Exam- -
' Kk 2 o . pled’
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~ ple? by this you induce others to Sin; eny

courage them, and harden them in it, and
thereby are like to bring them, and yours
felves with them to Deftru@ion? in B

" State of Things, your Houfe inclines to Deﬁ‘g

and your Patbs to the Dead! the Compantois
of fuch Fools fball be defiroyed! Suppegﬁ
you yourfelves fhould be turned to God
afterwards, which indeed is improbable;
how could you perfwade thofe you have
debauched by your wicked Example, ard
perhaps Counfel added to it, to embracg
that Pigty, which' they through your et
minal Influence, have an invéterate Prejit-

_-dice againft? O! if you had any Lovegty

the " Souls of others, and particulagly 75g
thofe of your dear Relations, wouldyye
thus copfpire with. the grand Enemy:of
Mankind, in procuring their eternal Dam-
nation? what fignifies your low, brutifh

- Love to their. Bodies, while you not -only

bafely neglet their noble Souls, but by ygar

irreligions Example, cruelly corrupt gnd

‘ruin them ! O horrid Impiety ! O murdegw
~ous Madnefs and Cruelty! Iadd no miére

2
e

at prefent,

|
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SERMON- X .

~ . ’ "
L]

Eazex. 33 11 Turn e, turn ye,. Sfrom:
- your evil Ways 5 for why wzll ye die, Q

Haq/?z of IsRAEL

. N the prgcecdmsr Sermon, after re-
' prefenting the indifpenfable Neceflity
. J of a.general Reformation of Manners,
, to fave our Country and Natién from
1mpendmg Ruin: I propofed fome expofiu-

Jatory Queries, refpecting the Unreafonable-

" mnefs of perfifting in Sin, and in particular
.laboured to thew the Bafenefs of delaying -
Converfion; by obfervmg that it.is difbonour- -

" able to God, burtful to others, and prejudicial
to yourfelves; the two former Particulars
‘have been already fpoken to.

I now proceeed to fay, that Delays in.

the grand Bufinefs of Converfion, -are pecu-

lxarly prejudicial to ysourfelvcs, for they are,

“ o contrary
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contrary to the Praffice of good Peop}gi:
anconfiffent, difingenous, foolifh, and exceed- -
ing perilous. The Pfalmift’'s Praltice was
of a very different Kind, I made bafte, and !
delayed not, {aid he, fo keep thy Commands

. ments. sFarther,

A Purgofe of defering Converfion and Re- .
pentance, is inconfiflent with 2 Purpofe te.
repent; becaufe it implies a Refolution to,
continue in Sin for a Time, which is noto--

. xious Rebellion and Hyﬁomﬁ; and yet upomn
this Foundation, do many make their Con-.
- feiences eafy, and hope for Happinefs; the,

“ to God, when I have finithed Bufinefs ot‘

- greater Confequence, i. €. gratlﬁedm Lgﬁs, -
or made an Eftate ; I'll ferve God whep 1
have got nothing elfe to de, or when I gan-
hardly turn upon my Bed; fhameful Speech?-

. Eut the Apoltle Peter mforms us, thatthe
imitive. Penitents were not of this Caft,

00, the Fime pafl of our Life, fay they, may.

Juffice usto bave wrougbt the Will of the Gentiles;

 anben we walked in Lacivioufnefs, Luﬁ:, Ex-.

- - eefs of Wine, Revelings, Bangquetings, &
 sbowpuable Idolatries : It feems the Pagans

had fome fuch Sort of Frolkicks as our Dan-

“eing Affemblies 5 ay, but not in a Time of-

public Danger and Calamxty ; no, fuch thsy

,abhom:d they were fo far trom engouraging

; them,

T
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them, that they difapproved of 4 gay Drefs;

in a Time of public Mourning. Nou éf
éonveniens (faith one of them) Luctibus; ille

" golor 5 But when they became Chriftians,

they quit them altogether, at all Times,
and followed a very different Rule, viz.
When they were merry they fung Plalms, and
awhen forrowfal they prayed! How very un~
worthy then are thofe of the Chriftian Namse;
nay how much are they funk below the
Pagans, who in # Time of general Calamity,
not.only put on the gayeff Drefs, but even

thamelefly go to dancing Frolhcks, when a
general Rum feems . to haﬁen towards the‘lt’

Cozmtry and Nation'!

BuT deferriig Converfion, is ot only .

hypocrmcal but difingenuous; fappofing yoa

could be certain of obtaining it at laft, it

would be bafe and' difingenuous to treat the

Almighty fo, 4s it is not lawful to tredt our

fellow Creatures, and fo ' as- we would ot

have God to treat ‘us, as the wife Man ob- A

ferves, we muft’ not fay to our Neighbour, go.

and come agasn, and To-morrew I will give,

when thow haft it by thee. Ou¥ Defire of '
God, is that he would hedr us amiedidtely,

Pf. tez. 2. "Inchine thine Ea¥ unto me in the.
Day when I call, anfwer 4té fpeedily s and’ .
fhall. we ufe Delays with out Sovereign, in .
_a Matter of foc and Death ? ut-if ye wil= -

- - fully '
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256 Delays foolifb, and perzlam"

fo far from a Certainty or Probability of ob-.

- tainings Mercy, that there is great Hazard ofy,
being, denied ; confider what Ged hunfclff&
~ fays upon this Head, Prov. 1. 24,—238%

Farther, : Lk

- DeLaYs in Matters of etcmal Coﬁfek .
"quence, are the Height of Folly and Mad-:
. mefs; would he not aé& like a diftracted Manj
who was bit with a. Rattle-Snake, and;

waquld tarry fome confiderable Time, befofes

he fent~for a Phyfician? is not fuch a Peg~ .
. fon a Self-Murderer, as well as a Madman?,

.. “and if he dies by this Delay, is not hig
Blood upon his own Head ? "The melans,

-cholly Cafe eafily applies itfelf, if you will

- not fhut your Eyes, your Ears, your Heartsj.

which if you do, it is againft your owm

- Lifel " Again, o
DELAYS in the Bufinefs of Salvatnon, are
exceeding perilous, and that on many Ac-

counts 3 hereby the Number of our Iniquitiés

is fncreafed, ‘for one Sin naturally leads to; |

and difpofes for the Commiffion of another;
thus an awful Increafe of Guilt is brought.
upon our-miferable Souls, as if we had not
enough already, whofe Iniquities rival the
Stars for Multitude, and are red as Crimfon

. ja their Aggravations! hereby the Hearf
L, ) 19

ot
fully dcfer Converfion to the Ia& you s)ﬁv
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- ’.belay:. perilous. 557
is bardened, a finful Cuftom introduced,

and vicious Habits ‘{’trcng_thened ;f,whéx_'eby
we are rendered more averfe to God and

all Goodnefs, more prone to every Iniquity, -

and, - of Confequence, Converfion rendered
more hard and difficult. (Fer. 13.23.) Can

the Ethiopian change bis Skin, and the Leo~.
pard bis Spots, then may ye alfo learn. to do

Good, who are accuflomed to ds Ewil! Here-
by the Spirit of God is grieved and quench-
ed, by whofe Influence Sinners are con-
vinced. of Sin, and converted from it; and
the Saiats, fealed to the Day of Redemption
(P[. 95.78, 11.) To-Day if you will bear
bis Voice, harden, not yony Hearts; as in. the,

- Provocation (i.e. by Delays.and Continu~ -

ance in-Sin) to whom I fware in..my Wrath,
that they. fhould not - enter into my Reff.. O
thocking, Sentence | tremble at it you delay-~

- ing Impenitents, for it may be foon your
. own difmal Cafe! pray obferve; that./arte

Repentance is feldom genusne, there .is but
one Example of this in the holy Scriptuces,
wiz. that of the Thief upon the Crofs; but
one that none thould prefume, and yet there
is one that none fhould defpair ; nor can it

. be proved, that he was acquainted with the
- Chriftian Religion long before, and deferred
his Repentance, with the View of obtaining

L1 - Mercy




268 The Uncertainty of Life.

at haft®*. O! let delaying Sinners
read, and confider that awful Soriptuce,
Mat. 24. 48. ad finem. But ¢f that ewl
Servant fball Jay in bis Heart, my Lord de-
layeth bis coming, and fboll begin "to fimite bis
felow Servants, and to eat amd drink with
the Drunken, the Lord of theat Serwant, fhall
come in a Day when be Jooketh woxt for bim,
and in anHourtbatbeu wot aware of, and
foall vt bim afimdor, ond appeint bim bis
Portion with the Hypoorites, there fhail be
weeping “”dg"“)::;g of Teeth ! Once rhore, -
Driavs are exftreamly fmo‘ms, becawle
of a ‘three-fold Uncertainty, wiz. of Lij,
of fhe Means of Grace, and of a Jmmt
Bfefing -apon thofe Meons !/ What s yv
Life, bt a Vapew ,as!tbei\pd&ieg
with equal Treth and
wirwb appesrs for a litcle Tme. ad thox
away; and therefore wor Jfhould
wvrk <while the Day lafis, for the Night .
comes, “wherein no Mou con work 2 This {o-
e Mieflenger will foon wrap we in its
fible Shades, and bury us in Darknels, In-
al¥ivity, and-Qbfivion ; ‘and- tmgf e «ibat
our Hands find 19 s, ‘cipecmally of 2 religious-
Kind, I f&ﬂ with all our ng:!t j’mrg

- N

. Jlaﬁdes in the Time, of -Chrift's fure, m’ifaculousv
Works were wrought to demonftrate bxs ivinity, among
which this may be calied one.
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there is wo Work, Devicr, or MMMM
the Grave, whither we are all bafiening; evary
Moment we are upon the Verge of a valk
Eternity, and kvow net what » Day, 2a
Hour, a Minute may bring forth ; we may
never-live to fce the next Mommgs Light,
do nat thesefore depend on your young
Years, heat of Blood, and Strength of Na~
ture ; what are thefe to withfland the Fovce
of Sicknefs and Death ? Do you mot fee di-
vers of your Years removed to Eternity,
who me}y to live :Z you, E:Kl pro-
bably - ex to live ta- advanced Age as
much.as yau do } ‘But they were difsppointed
of their Hopes, abd may: not yow alfo ? -And
will et she Difppointment be fatak and
dreadfel, if yow contipne 40 delay.?- Db nat
fome die m the Bisternefs of tlmt&ouh,
fome when their Breafts, are .fall of Mikk,
and their Bones moiflented with ‘Niarsow';
fome, though few, is. the'Wane of Life,
when Age hae feawed upon themi; -and . by
far the greater Numbex int bbcopenmg Dawn,
or full Bloom of Life, wwhen their Souls dve
bng with {ecular Expe@ations and Defigyss,
ich the Foot of Death. cruthes in an In-
flant ! And though Life gradvally weftes

.away in fome, by chronical Diftampess,
like a Candle expiting in the Socket, yet
ase net many fnached off the Stage of Time,

Ll 2 into
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into the invifible World, fuddenly and un=
expectedly, both to thomfclvcs and others,
either by accute Difeafes, or furprizing Ac-
cidents, with which we are all continually
" environed, and from which none ¢an with
Certainty, promife themfelves an Exemp-
tion! Now, is it wife and difcreet,” my
young Friends, to venture your eternal All,
upon fuch a dreadful Uncertainty:?:-Or! for
God's Sake, think ferioufly ypon this. bcforc
it be too late ! But to proceed, . - .
ARE not the Means of Grace wmcersiain
alfo, in refpe@ of  their Continuance - with
us 7 And does not this Truth. r ina
* ftriking'and awful Light a¥ this Time, when
the holy and dreadful Gop is threatning by
his -Providence, to- take them entirely away
from us for ever, for our ungrateful  Slight-
dng of ‘them, and: to leave us under the
:Curfe of Papal or Pagan Darknefs I O there-
foré, whilewe have the Light, let us walk in
“§t 2 We the Ambaffadors of Chrif, befeech you
alfo, that you would not receive the Grace.of
:God'in vain. . And is not a Blefiing on the
Means equally uncertain, in cafe we delay?
Converfion is God's- Gift (Eack. 36. 26.)
-which he confers in’his own appointed Time
.and:Way, fot according to--our Pleafure ;
-and therefore we fhould improve every Op-
porturmy, and. gramous Motxop we ‘are fa-
Lo voured




voured with ; for if we will not with Ear-
neftnefs perform the outward Duties of Re-:
ligion. while we can, it'is juft that we (hall
not when we would ; and indeed this is
what you delaying Sinners have Reafon to
fear, for God’s Spirit awill not alwa);.:l;/lriv:
with Man ; call therefore upon God while be
is near, and feek bim while be may be found,
deft be fay to you as to Epbraim, Ephraim is
joined to Idoks, Jet bim alone. If God takes
away his holy. Spirit from you, which. you
are in Danger :of every Hour while you
delay, your. Cafe is moft - miferable and
hopelefs, it had:been better for you, ‘that
you had neverbeen.born. - - . .
*. .Your Delaying looks like a Sufpence of
Mind which Mafter to choofe. .Why Hal -
-ye between two Opinigns? Are ye at a Lofs to
_ddetermine: whicli is the beft Mafter, Gobp
or the Devil,: whigh the beft Work, Sin ar
Holinefs,  which the beft Wages, Heaven
or Hell? If not, what mean:y¢ by your
Delays ? Can that which is of abfolute Ne- -
-ceffity be done .too foon ! Are you ever like -
to have eafier Terms? Is not God as amia~
ble now as ever he will be, Holinefs as nee
ceffary and excellent, your Souls a¢ precious,
the Love of Chrifb as {weet, and Heaven as
-valuable? If therefore you do ever intend te
‘turn- to*Gop, do-not play. the Hypacrite :

 Delays a fbameful Szy}tuce; 261 .
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Tum now, or give up Salvation for ever!
Repoice, x:ryg Mean, in thy Youth, and let

thy Heart chear thee in the Day: of thy Youth,
ami walk im the Ways of thy Heart, and in

|

she Sight of thine Eyes, take thy Swing, and =

follow thry vicious Inclinations,but kxow thow,
#at for all thefe Things, God will bring thee
#wo Judgment! But to proceed,
~May not the Neceffity of Converfion, ex-
cite you to feek after it? Ye can neither be-
hotd God here, by an Eycof Faith, or enyoy
him hercafter without it, as our Lord po-
ficively affures us; it is of abfolute Necedlity
w0 futare Happinefs, both from the Con-
ftitution of God, and the Nature of Things;
without Folinefs no Man fball fes the Rord
- (Heb. 12.-14.) This is the one Thing nee
whish whofocver choofeth, poffeffeth m enly the
feff, but the mof neceffary Part ; it is certaim
God s holy, otherwife he could not be abs
folutely perfed, and fo:no God; and it
ss ccrtain, that we muft be lxke him i
Holimefs, ¢ife we can have no Complacence
# him, or hein us; for between Contra-
nes, inftead of Harmomy, there is Difcord
end Oppofitivs ; without this therefore, we
muft give up all Hopes of Happine for
ever, May } not Addrefs you, in the Las-
goage of Crrur to Maorthe, Luke 30. 41,
43. Martha, Murtha, thou art éareful. end
mubkd
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troubled abowt many ‘Things, but one Thing
ss meedful. And, Sirs,

Mav not the Ecellency of Gowverfion,
excite our Efteem of it, and Defire after it;
this reftores the defaced Fmwge of God in us,
which is the Beauty of our realonable Nature,
to fome Degroe of its primitive Luftre, and
thereby capacitates us to anfwer the Defign
of our Being, which is to ferve and <enjoy
eur Creator and Redeemer, without this
we muftbe unprofitable here, and miferable
hereafter : If ‘Holinefs be the Beaunty of
God himfelf, #t muft of Confequence be
eurs, feeing it is owr higheft Excellency to
imitate him; but that it is fo, appears from
tive Preoept, .to Worfip bim v the Beautses
of Heknefs, and his Title, ghrisus én Hok-
mafi. Add to this, the Profnsblenefs of Con-
vargon, which fhounid be a fufficient Motive
to labour for it; this advances ws to the

ioheft Howsurs, and inflates us in the moft
ing Benefits ; for heresby Yebovah, who is
the Fountain of Honour, becomes cur Fa- -

ther, the Lord Jesus Curis our Hutband,
the Cherubims and Seraphims, owr Atten~
dants and Guard; and the Cherch trivm-
‘phant and militant, cur Brethren; is &t a
Matter of no Moment, for poor pothred
Duft, Heirsof Hell and ‘Wrath, to be.clean-
fd from their Deformity, and made the
, ’ Sons
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Sons of a King, nay to be made Kings and
Priefts to God ? Does not the Apottle Fobn,.
fpeak with juft Surprize, of this Privilege !
1 Jobn 5. 1. Bebold what Manner ¢f Love
the Father has beflowsd upan us, that tve fhould
be called the Sons of God ! T
AxorHer Excitement to feek Converfion,

is the Safety it brings Perfons to; all fuch

have God to be their Shield and San&uary,
* their fure Refuge, and exceeding great Re-:

ward; and who then can hurt them, or: .

make them afraid? How fecure and pleafant
muft their repofe be? But before this
Change, you are in Danger of utter De-
ftrution every Minute, and have no Shel-
ter to cover you from the Vengeance of an

angry God. In fine, the Pleafure confe-

quent upon Converfion, fhould invite Sinners
to labour for it; as the regenerated Perfon’s
Life is the fafeft, fo it is the {weeteft Lif¢ }
(Prov. 3. 17.) Wildom's Ways are Ways of.
- Pleafantnefs, Chriff's Yoke is eafy, and his
" Burden light. Itis true, Difficulty and Pain
- are endured before Converfion, but when
the Bias of the Heart is turned towards God
and Holinefs, and it feels the Power of a
Saviour’s Love, he goes on his Way re-~
_joicing, for it muft needs be agreeable to
act according to the fettled Bent of the
Soul; and their Joy is rational, fpiritual,

peaceful,

1
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ﬁ!aceﬁd perpetual | 1t is rational and folid,

“arifing from and confirmed by Confideration
and ‘Reflection, and therefore fuitable to

the Soul, which is the Seat and Fountain

of Reafon; whereas the Pleafures of Sin

are but a Flgh, the refult of a cruel Rape
upon the Underftanding by Senfe ;” which
according to the Order of God and Na-—
.ture, fhould be its- Subje®. This Yoy

alfo fpiritual, proceeding from the F ather-

of Spirits, and fo adapted to the Soul, which'

is of an immaterial Nature; but the Pléa-- -
fures of Sin are grofs and fcnfual only fuit-

ed to gratify the lower Paffions and Appe-

tites, which Beafts poffefs in common Wlth ,

Men. Farther,:

It is peaceful 5 the 2 Patb: of ZVz/dom are

Peace, as well as Pleafure ; whereas thofe
of Sin, though they gratify a brutal Paffion,

do produce Pain and Diforder, and hence
it is truly faid, that the Way of Tranfgreffors

is hard, they are like the troubled Sea, that
cafteth forth Mire and Dirt! Once more,

Tuis Foy is- perpetual -at leaft in Statc,

and Habit ; Light s fown for the R:gbfeaw,
whereas the ftolen Pleafures of Sin, cannot

- be refleéted on without Shame and Horror,. .

unlefs by Men of reprobate Minds, and

feared Confciences. (Rom. 6, 11.) What -
 Profit bad ye in thofe Things, of which ye are:
: . Mm

now

L e e Al —wrmw%ww-w W‘




D T

»

266 ‘70)’{ peaceful .and P”ngud};ﬁ |
now afbamed, for the E;za' of thefe Things s :

o

EREIN AR v

Death. - ,
. Tue Joys of Religion are peculiar and

~ npble, in this, that they antidote all our -

Fears, and equal our vaft Defires and Hopes 5
being fully perfwaded, upon a good Foun-
,ﬁd:agqh,_ that' the Creator and Lord of the
Univerfe, is our cordial, immutable, and

immortal Friend, and that he has under~

taken. to. over-rule all for our Good in

- Time, and.to. introduce us into his glorious .
.- Prefence at laft,* where.is Fulnefs of Delighe.
for, ever,; of whom, or of, what fhould we.
* be. afraid, having: fuch Security? /ball we.’
" JSear Mon, whefe. Breath. is in_bis. Noftrils,
- whofe Foundation is in the Dufl, and whosjs-

crufbed. before the Moth.2- No.)\ we need st

© 7 fear thyugh Ten Thouand rife up.againfl.us;
" thyll; we, be flavifhly afraid. of awful Pheano-

! -mengps, in any Parts of inapimate Naturé,

|, or.at.any Prefages, or-actual Beginnings, of..

Rt’wfufiqm - in. Kingdomsg, and, Natjons ?.

. . No\'God is oyr Refuge and Strength, o verp,
 prefent Help. in Tr uglﬁ 5 therefore we ,w,il/‘

. #ot. fear, though. the. Earth be rempved, and

the Mouritains be carried into.ths, Midf of . the,
Seq, yea though, the Waters thereof roar and,

6”:"“‘%‘1 :
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SERMON X'

.

Ezex. 33. 11.. ‘Turn ye, torn ve, from ..
- your evil Weys; for why will ye die. - -
N the two S\?récéédin'gf Difcourfes, 1
I firft corifidered this Text in its priary

View, as reldting to temporal’ Miferies, |
and afterwatds in its Secondary, as ré-
fpecting Eternal § and in order to éxcite SiA-
ners to feek Gohverfiod, I endeavoured fo'
expoftilate with them, by the followitig |
- Arguments, wiz. éternal Dedtb; eteriil Life,
~ the Neceffiry, hé- Excellency of Converfion,
 the Advantages, Safety, an’c{ Swhethefs con-
fequent upor - it, together with thée great - -
Unreafonablenef, and manifold Dangers of
Deldys, in a Mattét of fuch vaft Moment !
What. I farthet purpbfe upoi this Subject,
is to offér more Arguménts dnd Directions, -




268 Urzconverted Sz;mers loft Creature,s

: both to Sinners and Saints : Here obferve,
that betore Converfion, Sinners are, ‘
1. UNPROFITABLE and /o Creatures,
 Philem. 1. 11. which in Time paff was un-
B prq/z'table but now profitable to thee -and me :
" "Here it is evident, that the Unregenerate
" . _are unprofitable, they- anfwer not the great
End of their Being and. Relations ; they are
" in a Manner good for Nothing, Cumberers
of the Ground, the very Lumber of the,
Creation ; Luke 15. 24, This my Son was
o Ao Yc are /gl to, God, he has not that
-~ Honour 4nd Service from you, which is -
. due; but in. Place thereof, Difobedience.
. -and Reproach' You are Lff to the Church
- of Chrift,~whofe beft Intereft you have «ﬁa
- at Heart, and cannot fuitably promate, nor
" has the Church any Ground for Joy in you
~ while fuch, but of Grief and Sorrow ! You
‘are lof to yourfelves, and that in many Re-
Apedts ; your Time is loll, it runs all to wafte,
‘not one Moment of it is. rightly improved,
to fecure your eternal Salvation. Your State
“is Joff, you muft certainly and eternally pe- -
rith, if you continue .in it till Death ; yout
Talents are loft, proftituted to mean Par-
~ fuits, in Place of fubftantial Happinefs,
which as it adds ta your Guilt, will increafe
* your future Mifery | Your Schemes and Pur-
Juits are loﬁ you fpend your Money for tbﬂ;"
wbze'
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aw/ncb 25 not Bread, and your Labour for that
which fatisfieth not ; your Enjoyments are loft,
your Profperity bemg abufed to Pride and
Luxury, isa Snare to your Souls, and fat-
tens you for the Slaughter of divine Ven-
geance: (Prov. 1. 32.) Adverfity awakes
" your Envy, or makes you defpond, and
thus your Hearts are hardned like Pharaok’s
under divine Judgments ; O lamentable
Cafe! The Word and Ordinances are loft
upon you, and through your Abufe, become -
a Savour of Death to you,. "The Operations .
~ of the holy Spirét being qucnched by your

- wilful Iniquities-are loft. - The Benefit of = *

private  Infiructions. and Intreatzes, by the
Minifters and :People of God are loft, they
have no abiding Impreéffien on your Hearts!
. The Benefit of a‘pious Educatiori is loft!

The Advantage of Comver/e with, and the - ..

holy Examples of good- Relations, Friends,

. and ‘Acquaintance .are /off ; how will you

-endure to fee them in the Kingdom of God,
,and you yourfelves thut out? and to hear

a Blefling pronounced on them, and a Cutfe
‘upon yourfelves? And in a Word, your

Souls and .Bodies will be for ever /o, unlefs

you turn from your evil Ways to'God! ~ _'
2. You are exceeding finful Creatures,

much more fo than you are aware of, your :% .

Hearts are deceitful, and defperately wicked,
, as
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as deceitful as wicked ; grand Cheats, by
their Juggling they hide their Wickednefs
from your View; from them come Mur-
-ders, Adulteries, and falfe Witnefs, and in |
-them is a fixed Prejudice againft - God himi-
felf ; Rom. 8. 7. The carnal Mind is Enmity
‘againft God, it is mot fubject to the Law of
Gad, neither indeed can be: The Apoftie -
does not fay it is an Enemy, but in the Ab-
ftradt, it is Enmity ; which heightens the
Senfe ; 'an Enemy may be reconciled; ras
Efau was to Jacob, but Enmity never can;
as Black may be made White, but Black-
nefs cannot; thofe that are at Enmity, crofs
each others Wills, and won’t {ubmit to each
other; the flethly Mind is rebellious in the |

" higheft Degree againft the Will of God,

till it be changed, and it is impofiible it
thould be otherwife, there is in it a thoral
- Impotency to Obedience. ¢ Enmity, fiys
- w* Mr. Henry, {peaks the Sinner to be a De-. |
* vil of a Man, it is not only the Alienatian
¢ of the Soul from God, but the Oppofitien
¢ of the Soul -apainft God, it rebels agaitift
¢ his Authority, thwarts his Defigns, op-
¢ pofes his Intereft, fpits in his Face, and
¢ {puras againft his Bowels!” The Mind of |
- the Unregenerate not being fubje® to the
¢« Law of God, muft needs be Contrary, and -
‘being  Contraty, and that continually, ﬁo :
the
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the whole Law, of Confequence” breaks it
every Moment ; for what is Contrary to it,
muft needs be a Violation of it ; hence it
appears, that the Unregenerate break the .
whole Law of ‘God every Minute, by the:
evil Frame of their Hearts; for the govern~
ing Power of their natural Enmity to God:-
is never broken, till-they are converted:*
Before this ‘Change, there is no contrary. -
Principle infufed, by which its Dominion
thould be cruthed; it is true; this Enmxty
‘may be for a Time. reftrained, by a good
natural Temper, and hope' of *Pardon, or-
politically concealed. to anfwer (gme low’
End; but' when: thefe Reftraints are re--
moved it rages againft:God: himfslf ;. as the-
Srzake when frozen with the Wintér. Cokl;
is.tame and gentle, but when warmed, and
provoked, will. fdon: thew. its nmative. Spite’
againft Mankind, and- fpit. its Porfin ! Bat
befides this conftant Violation of the whote, »
Law. of God, in the Frame of your Spirits,*
all- your Tbougbt:, Words, and Aftions, na<
tural, civil, and- faered, are- Violations: of -
the Law, becaufe .you. are. corrupt Treesy™
i.e. unjuftified, unconverted: Perfons ;- for *
fuch, if 'we believe our Saviour, cannot bring
forth googd: Fruit; hence it is, :that ewry
Imagination of the. ‘Tbaugbfs of your Hearts 15",
~anly Evil conténually | and that you your- -
J e fclves ;

"
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felves being Evil, cannot Jpeak good T bmgs 3
for the fame Reafon, your Plwing and
Prayers are Sin; how innumerable then
muft your Iniquities be, and how exceed-
ing heinous? Indeed, your whole Life is
but one continued Trefpafs ! O what a dif-
mal Scene does this open, and yet it is ne-
ceffary it fhould be feen and felt, in order
to cure !

. 3. WHILE unconverted, you are mz]éra—
ble Creatures, poor, blind, and naked, withé;
out real durable and_f{atisfattory Riches,_
without a clear and affe@ting View of the

Thmgs that belong to your Peace and Sal-

vation, without Ornament, without De-.

fence ; continually expofed to all the Artil-: -

-~ lery ot Heaven ! without God ; you have née

- Intereft in his Friendfh¥, no Communion -

in his Love ; without the Former you can-

not be fafe, or without the Latter truly
.comfortable: As this World is but a me-+
lancholly Dungeon, witheut the natural

Sun, fo is the Soul, without God: You are
alfo without Hope?, i.e. a true well ground-

ed Hope ; you have indeed a Hope, -but it

is worfe than none, for it will fail you. in

Extremity, as a Spider’s Web the Perfon
that lays hold of it, when falling into a Pre-

‘vice ; zhe Hope of the Hypocrite fhall furely -
zzjb, and fuch are all the Unconverted: -

1 Epb. 2. 13.  You




TTTe—— - . - - e——— - - L e e ey T et 4

Uneonverted Sinners m{ﬁwﬁle Creatures. 2 7 3

You are without the Covenants of Promife,
and hence the Promifes are faid to be Yea
and Amen in Chrift, i.e. firm and fledfaft to’
thofe that are united to lim witally by Faith,
which is not your Cafe; for be that Imtb
this purifieth bimfelf, evem as Chrift is pure ;.
you have theretore no Intereft in any one
Promife in the whole Bible, No! but in
the Threatnings and Curfes; every onc’
of which is directed like a Thunder-Bolt
againft you! Yea, the glorious Gob is your.
Adverfary, an almighty and dreadful One.
indeed! "whom if you do not agree with
fpeedily, while you are in the Way of Means
with him, he will eaft you into Prifon, from .
whence you cannot come, till you pay the
utmoft Farthing! The Perfeitions of his
Nature are a mﬁ you, his Purity abhors
you, his Fuffice demands Satisfaion for-
your numberlefs and crimfon Iniquities, his
Truth and Power ftand engaged to execute
the Threatnings of his Word upon you ; fo
that if you perfift in Impiety, God’s Trush
muft fail, and Omnipotence be overcome, if .
you be not for ‘ever ruined! Now feeing
God is againft you, who is able to fave you
from his Refentments ? Seeing all Qreatures |
are under his controul ; and indeed all the |
Creation is againft you, the- Earth groans -
“under you, and Hell gapes for you' you
Nn are
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are every Moment upon the Brink of Ruin,
hanging over the infernal Furnace by the
flender Thread of Life, if that be cut,
which it is continually liable to, by innu-
merable Accidents, you will inftantly drop
down among Devils, and be paft 3ll Hope
for ever! and can you be eafy in fuch a ter-
rible Situation, O deteftable Stupidity ! may
a gtacipus God awake you by his Word
and Spirit! ‘

4. Is not Gop the Center of the Soul, to’
bring to which, Converfion is a neceflar
Preparative ; while the Soul feeks for reé
among Creatures, it meets with innumera-
ble Difappointments, and yet repeats the
vain Chace, hoping to find " Satisfattion in_
fome new Obje&, which it has not tried
before ; but this is. as wild an Attempt, as
to labour with Serioufnefs to grafp an Arm-"
ful of our own Shadow: But when God '
enlightens the Minds of his People, they
turn their Backs upon Creatures, ‘and fly to
him for Satisfaction, wearied with their vain ’
Purfuits, and fpeaking in the Language of
the Plalmift, return to thy Reff, O my Soul,
Jor the Lord bath dealt bountifully with thee.
See how every Thing in the great Machine
of this lower Globe, inclines to its Center;
the Rivers in their meandrine Courfes, run
with ' refiftlefs Eagernefs towards the great:

Ocean,

el
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Ocean, the Original .of Waters: See with
what Swiftnefs light Things fiy upwards,
and heavy Bodies fink downwards to their
Center ; then fhould not the unregenerate
Sinner fay, ‘Is God thy Center, O my
¢ Soul! and fhall thefe inanimate Creatures,;
¢ which are deftitute of the Dire@ion of
¢ Reafon, exceed thee in their Motion;
¢ who art endowed with it; fhall ever
¢ Thing haften to its refting Place but thee *
Did Naomi accoft her Daughter-in-Law,
the Moabitefs, in the following pious and
humane Language, My Daugbter, fhall I
not _feek ref? for thee, that it may be well with
thee? And are we not under greater Obli- -
gations to be careful for the Comfort of our
Souls, and to addrefs them in the fame
Strains ? Shall I not feek reft for thee, O
my Soul, under the Wing, and in the Bofom.
of the divine Majefty, by Converfion to Fe-
bovab, that it may be well with thee for
ever 3 - o X o
5. Is it not your own Bufinefs, to ufe pro-
per Means in due Seafon, to fecure future.
Bleflednefs? Many are indolent aboutothers.
Bufinefs, that would not be fo about their
own ; furely this is your own Bufinefs, if
any Thing is or can be fo's this is what you
came into the World to negociate: The:
proper Ufe of other Labours, is only to fup-
' B . Nna2 port
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port you in the Purfuit of this, whatever
you get here goes into your own Treafury,
If you are wife in this, you are wife for your-
SJelves, but if you feorn Advice and Infiruction,
you alone fball bear it 5 it is equally the Folly

and Unhappinefs of degenerate Mankind,

¢ that they pervert the Order and Ufe of
< Things, they enjoy Things that are only
¢ to be ufed to obtain a higher End, and
¢ ufe Things that are to be enjoyed as the
¢ Ead " They fet their fupream Love upon
the Things of this World, while in the
mean Time, the Purfuit of God and Reli-
~ gion is either wholly neglefted, or at leaft
made but a By-Bufinefs ! Is it not the high-
eft Madnefs, to fuppofe that an infinitely
wife Being, would indow us with noble
Souls, Subftances of a fpiritual Nature, vaft
Capacity, and immortal Duration, Subftan-
ces big with the Hopes, or perplexed with
the Fears of Futurity, for no higher Bufi-
niefs, than that of the Emperor Domitian,
to catch Flies, or merely to enable us with
. greater Art to act the Mafler Beaf}, upon
the prefent Theater, in purveighing fenfual
Gratifications 2 , o _
6.7 Is it not a Bufinefs of the greateff Mo-
ment, that deeply and tenderly affeéts your
whole Eterhity? ‘For does not Converfion
make Men meet for a Kingdem that is not
._r : ; -“".‘- : .:'.I;'ﬂ)aken’

-

/
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thaken, a Crown that will ‘never fade?
Worldly Things are valued according. to™
their Duration, and why fhould not  this,
compared with which, they are Shadows
that have no abiding? What fball a Man givg
in Exchange for bis boal faith our dear Lord

or what is be profited, if be fhould gain tbe )
whole World, and lfe bis_own Soul? The
whole World is not a fufﬁcxent Compcn..

. fation for'the Lofs of it ; how much lefs a
fmall Part of the World for which many
fell them to Satan, and feem pleafed with
the Bargain ! but the Time haftens, when
they will be fick of it, and bewail. their
murderous Madnefs, w1th never. .ending
Groans and Lamentations | O do not there-
fore any longer trifle in a Bufinefs of fuch
inexpreffible Importance, left the. dreadful
Doom of the Sluggard be. exécuted -upon
you, which is mentioned, Mat. 25. 26, 30.
Cafi the unprofitable Servant into utter Dark-
zgﬁ, there fball be weeping and gmﬂ)mg o |
Teeth. Though Man is taught more-than
the Beafts of the Earth, and made wifer
then the Fowls of Heaven, yet fuch is his
prefent Degeneracy, that he may learn.In~

- ftru&ion of the meaneft Infe&,! and be made.
athamed by their Diligence and " Sagacity
the .4n¢, without a Monitor, by feafonable
Labour- in the Summer and Harveft, pctio-,~

o , .  vides
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vides Food for the approaching Winter,
and ‘wilt thou an intelligent Creature, under
fo many Advantages, negle® to prepare for
the diftrefling Time, that will foon come
upon thee, I mean that of Sicknefs and
Death! How long wilt thou Sleep, O Slug-
gard, when wilt thou arife out of thy Sleep 2

* 7. WouLp it not be your higheft #ifdom
to- feck converting Grace? Are not thofe
judged wife by Wifdom itfelf, who cenfi-
der their latter End ? Deut. 32. 28, 29, 30.
For they are a Nation void of Counfel, O that
they were wife, that they underfiood this, that
they would configer thesr latter End! Now
can this be confidered to Purpofe, without
Converfion to God? no furely! How affet-
ing is it to héir the Almighty lamenting
over an ungrateful and foolith People, O
that they were wife! Woe to thofe ftupid
Wretches, who refufe to be allured by

fuch condefcending Compaffions ! ‘The want

of this Wifdom makes. Men like to the
Beafls that perith, and worfe "than they;

becaufe it ic worfe for one of a higher Or-
der, to be like a Beaft, than to be one ofi-
ginally ; the latfer is innocent and_unavoid-

able, but the former is the Fruit _Qfobﬁinat'c
Impiety : Is it not a Fool's Property to want
a Heart, when be bas a Price to get Wifdom

{Prov. 17. 16.) Now as it is wotfe to be

like

|
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like a Brute, than to be one, fo it is for the
fame Reafon, worfe to be a fpiritual Fool, .
than a natural one. N

8. Tue blefled God gives great Encourage-
ment to thofe that feek Converfion in ear-
neft, as appears by the following Places of
Scripture, Let the wicked Man forfake bis.
Way, and the unrighteous Man bis Thougbts,
anj let bim turn unto God, and be will bave
Mercy upon bim, and to our God for be will
abundantly pardon; come and let us Reafon,
together, for though your Iniqusties be as Crim-

Jon, and as Scarlet, I will make them white,

as Snow ! The Parable of the Prodigal, is
enough to perfwade the moft Qbftinate, and .
to excite the mofk Difcouraged to turn, to.
God: No fooner did he begin to turn to his,
Father, but immediately ie {pied him a

great Way off, his Bowels were moved with .
Compaffion towards him, and he - haftened .
to his Relief; not a Word of his former .
Mifcarriages is. mentioned z:f;jnﬁ: him, but .
on the Contrary, he is treated with the moft
compaffionate Refped, he came Home be- ,
tween Hope and Fear, Fear of being re-
je€ted, and Hope of being received, but hig .
Father was not only better to him than hig .
Fears, but better than his Hopes; he was -
cloathed with the

hed with the be@t Rabe (the. Righte~ , -
o\}fncfs of Chriﬂ;) had a,&irng put 9‘.‘;:11;3 -
- o ’ - Han
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Hand (the Earneft of the Spirit given hnn)-
and Skoes put on his Feet (a Refolution to
follow Chrift through all Difficulties.)

" 9. Tuy Converfion, O Sinner, would -
caufe oy in Heaven, as appears from the
Parable of the loft Sheep, Luke 135, 4,—8.
God the Father rejoices in the Accomplifh-
ment. of "his Love-Defigns towards Man--
kind; God the Son fs fatisfied with feeing
the Travel of his Soul, and God the HcliirE
Ghoft rejoices in beholding the blefled Iffue "

 of his gracious Operations, purfuant ' to the
Purpofe of the Father, and Purchafe of the '

Son' The good. Angels are likewife glad,
though thofe of their Order that finned, aré”
for ever ‘abandoned, and though thofe Sin-"
ners thit repent are of an inferior Nature,

~ and'fome of them have been openly vile,"

who ‘on their Converfion are made equal to
them, and in fome Refpecs prefered before

‘them (inafmuch as the Redeemer aﬁ'umed

their Nature, and not that of the Angels,

-and likewife, in that they are made the Bride
“of Chrift) yet notwithftanding, the Angels

being free from all Envy, and fwallowed up
in their Mafter’s Pleafure, rejoice on this
Occafion, and gladly become mxmﬁrmg
Spirits to thofe of the human Race, whe '

" are the Heirs of Salvation; as the Birth of
‘ﬁe Redcemcr excited thofe generous and ’

amiable

2. « i et v i e
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amiable Beings to 2 Song of Praife, fo the
Fruits of his Mediation cannot but be an
Addition to their foy, which fignifieth, the
full and difpaflionate Satisfaction of the -
Will, in a Good obtained. But not only

“the blefled God, and the Church trium~

phant, will rejoice on this Occafion, but
likewife the fincere Members of the Church
milsitant ; to them, there is no Sight fo agree-
able on Earth, as to behold poor Sinners
awakened out of their Security, feszing thes?
Faces towards Zion, and weeping as they go
it makes their very Hearts rejoice, to hear
them enquire ferioufly what they fhall do
to be faved ?- Becaufe they know by Expe«
rience, that this is the only Way to: obtain
Converfion to God; and likewife becaufd
he is hereby glorified, and the Stakes of his"
Tabernacle with Men ftrengthened :- When .
after living Religion has been for a long:
Time in a declining State, it pleafes ~febo-
vab to revive his Work, and give Efficacy
to his Word, then the upright in Heart are’
glad, their Mouths are filled  with Laugh<
ter, and their Tongues with Singing, then'
do they acknowledge, even among the Hea- -
then, that the Lord hath done great Things:
Jor them! (Pf. 126. 1,2, 3.) But when 2 -
Work of Converfion is at a Ttand, the Ways of
Zion mourn, and her cordial Fiiends - las
0o ment,
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ment, becaufe fhould this Scene continue,
vital Holinefs would forfake the Earth en-
tirely! It is true, there is a Generation,
who treat fuch glorious Events with an Air
of Indifference, or Inve&ive, they look on
the Inftruments of them as pefiilent Fellows,
and are therefore forry when fuch come
among them (as the Yews of Theffalonica
were refpeing Paul, Aéls 17. 6.) and ready
to fay, away with fuch Fellows from the Earth
(Afs 22.22.) fome that bave a Form of
Godlinefs, bate the Power thereof, and if it
come$ among them, they are either fcared
or enraged, 'like the Pharifees of old, they
do not know what thefe Things will come to;
when a great Door and effectual is opened,
there are gemtrally many Adverfaries! But
what then, feeing God and his Friends are
pleafed, it is enough! The Almighty will
fupport his Servants and People under fuch
unreafonable Cenfures, and turn them to
their great Advantage in the Iflue! But on
this happy Occafion, your own Souls, even
yours, will be glad; and not the lefs, be-
caufe you are oppofed, but the more, for
the Spirit of Glory and of God will reft upon
you ; then does Chrift fpeak to you, as to
the Man fick of the Palfy (Mat. 9. 12.)
Son be of good Chear, thy Sins are forgiven
thee. - Whatevet outward Diftrefles any are

.- . in,
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in, yet if their Sins be forgiven, they have
reafon to be of good chear, pleafant, cou-
taglous, and confident in their God; for
all s well, and will be well with thcm for
ever: The great and glorious Febovab, is
their Father, their Friend, their fure He-
ritage ! Sut before this, there is no rational
Ground for Chearfulnefs, but the Contrary;
and therefore the Merriment of the Unre-
generate, is but the Laughter of Fools, and
when they take Time to refledt, even in
the Midft of it, their Hearts are fad! What
Ground can any Man have ‘for Joy, while
God is his Enemy, and Hell his Portion ?
_{urely none at all! But the Time is elapfed
I add no more at prefent,

Oo 2 . "‘SER-
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Ezrk. 33. T urn ye, turn ye, ﬁ-eg; }
your evil W'ay.c Jor why will ye dze, Q i
Houfe of IsRAEL. . Ry |

to ‘perfwade Sinners to tuitn to Gopy™ |
by fhewing that the Unregenerate are:
loft, finful, and- miferable Creaturess |
~ that God is the Center of the Soul, that |
' feeking Converfion to him, is your own Bu<*
ﬁnefs, a Bufinefs of the greateﬁ Moment, -
a Bufinefs which it is your greateft Wifdom i
to negociate ; that the Almighty gives great
Encouragement to thofe that are fincerely-
engaged therein, and-that your Converfion
would caufe Joy in Heaven, and on Earth,
T now proceed togother Excitements. And,'

1. Tue glorious febovab calls you to
turn to him, in particular God the Fatber,

Fer-

IN the Forenoon’s Sermon, I labot}l?éd"’, \
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Ser. 18.11. Bebold I frame Evil againft you,
refurn ye now guery one Jrom bis evil Ways,
and make your Ways and your Doings good.
Our Text is onc of the moft moving In-
treaties in the whole Bible, which is the
‘Reafon I have dwelt fo long upon it, being
fincerely defirous to fucceed in my Errand.
God the Son alfo calls, by encouraging In-
vitations, fee Mat. 11. 28. Fobn 6. 37. Rew,
3. 20. The fovereign Majefty of Heaven,
ftands without the Door of thy Heart, Q
Sinner, till bis Head is wet with the Dew'
and bewails thy Unkindnefs to him, and
Cruelty to thy own Soul. (sbn 5. 40.)
God the Spirit likewife calls you, by his gra-
-cipws Operations, which if you continue to

oppofe, he*will forfake you for ever, Ezek.
24. Beecaufe I bave purged them, and they
were not purged, tberg‘ore will I not purge
them any more, till I cauje my Fury to reff

upon tbgm The, Sprrit ﬁzys come, and will 5

you be fo cruel and barbarous as to refift,
- to your own Damnation, the compaffionate
*. Calls of the God that made you, the Saviour
that bought you, and of the holy Spirit that
offers to fanctify youP

- 2. Dogs not the #ard of God, in all its

. Parts, invite you to turn from your evil
‘Ways to him? There you may fee the
'Bcauty of - that Goadnefs to Which.you are

allured
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sllured, opened in all its Charms, and the
difmal Confequences of rejecting it difplayed,
in all its Horrors! There you may fee a
Syftem of facred Truths, fublime, felf-con-
fiftent, and harmonious, a Syftem frongly
conne@ed in all its Parts, and of the nobleft
Tendency, to form you to that Purity it
enjoins and recomimends. There are juft
and ftriking Reprefentations of the Glory
and Grandeur "of a God, and all his adorz-
ble Attributes, as well as of the Equity of
that Law which he has given, to dire& our
Sentiments, Difpofitions, and Condu&; a
Law that tends as much to fupport the pri-
mitive Dignity of human Nature, as it does
to promote perfonal and focial Happinefs!
There is a2 candid, rational Account of the
Apoflacy of our firft Parents, from that State
of Reditude and Blifs in which they were
created, and of that pregnant Ruim, which
in Confequence of it, came¢ on them and
their unhappy Defcendants! And there a
Method of Recovery to the divine Purity
and Love, through a Mediator, is propofed,
cvery Way confiftent with the Claims of
God’s Juftice, the Dignity of his Law and
Government ; a Plan, which while it har-
monizes with his Purity and Veracity, does
~.at the fame Time, the higheft Honour to
- his Wifdlom and Grace, in giving them
‘ . the
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the bnghtcﬁ and richeft Difplays! For
hereby Ged is juft, and yet the Fufti tfier of
bim that believes in Yefus: Hereby Occafion
is taken from the Sin of Man, to render .
divine Juftice and Grace the more illuftri-
ous ; the Former in the Redeemer’s Suffer-
ings, and the Latter in the Sinner’s For-
givene(s : Hereby the Believer's Happinefs
is fecured npon a. firmer Bafis, than while
~ Man remained in a State of Innocence (by
putting his Stock into the Hands of an al-
mighty Surety) and the Sinner at the fame
Time, laid under more endearing Obliga-
tions, to grateful Love and univerfal Holi-
nefs, than ever before! This is a Device
worthy of a God, and adapted to the Cafe of
fallen Man'! There are Inftances of righte-
ous, but terrible Severity againft enormous
Impenitents, to alarm our Fear, and Ex-
amples of the mildeft Lénsty, and richeft
Mercy towards returning Prodigals, to al-
lure our Love, and incite our Hope! In a
Word, every Line in the facred Pages, be-
fpeaks thee for God, and calls thee to turn
to him ; and will ye withftand, to your own
Rluin, all thefe amiable and moving Incen-
tives, of Beauty and Majefty, Seventy and
Grace! Alas, have you no Ingenuity, and
are ye loft to Fear? will ye /hut your Ears,
awith the deaf Adder, againft the bleffed Charm-

# mer's
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mer’s Voice, let bim charm never fo wifely 2
Well Sinners, if ye will not hear God
calling now, there will fhortly come a Time,
_ when ye will with you had, a Time when
you will call yourfelves, and not be heard ?
3. Tur Providence of Gop, loudly calls
you to feek convertirtg Grace ; fhould not
God’s Mercies lead youto Repentance, and
his fudgments upon yourfelves, or others,
deter you from Sin, which produces fuch
bitter Effe@s, even in this Life, a fmalt
Prefage pf what muft be indured in the
next: When Sinners flight the Word of
God, he lifts up his awful Rod to awake,
and conftrain them to give more earneft
Heed to the Inftru®ions and Reproofs of
his Word ; for as Solomon obferves, the Rod
and Reproof give Wifdom (i. e. when attended
by divine Influence) the Rod is for the Back
of Fools, and ke that [pares it, when it is
needed, Bates the Child. Some Times the
Almighty ufes a wicked Nation as a Rod int
his Hand, to chaftife his own People for
their Degeneracy, and turns it to their Ad-
vantage in the Iffue, contrary to the Defigns
_and Expe&ations of their Enemies, yea, to
their Confufion and Ruin! fee . 10. 3, 6,
7, 12, 25, 'The Almighty infgrms us, by
the Prophet Micab (6. ¢.) that the Red of
God cries to the City, and that the Men of
- Wifdoms

e
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Wifdom will fee God's Name ; and he enjoins
all to hear it, and him that appointed it :
_There is certainly a loud Voice in every Rod
of God, and efpecially in that which deeply
affe@s a whole Nation and Country, in
their deareft and moft important Interefts!
And the Name of God, ‘his Wifdom, Sove-
reignty, and Purity are wrote upon it, in_
legible Chara&ers; which good Men fee,
and learn what God is and requires from
what he does, and a& accordingly! Bug
alas, a ftupid World fee it not, becaufe they
do not confider ; God fpeaks once, yea twice,
and they perceive it not 5 when God's Hand
is lifted up, they do not fee bis Controver[y
with them ; but in the mean Time, it is the
“Duty, the Wifdom, and Intereft of all, to
hear God’s Rod, when it is approaching to-
wards us, before we feel it, and. to swake
out of Sleep, to meet the Lord in the Way of
bis Fudgments; we fhould confider ferioufly,
“that it is the Lord that hath appointed it;
whoever be the Inftrument, and however
unjuft, yet he is God’s Sword, his Rod, and
it is juft, as it comes from him; to him
“therefore we muft look, above all Inftru-"
ments, him we muft hear, and before: him
we muft bow; otherwife the Rod willt-bg
. turned into Iron, and break us to Pieces.
‘ S PP o o Turg
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THis Duy is the moft ghoomy, in refpet

of our Charch and Nation, that ever we
have feen; nor does the Darknefs leffen,
but iﬁcmfc, and yet alas, there feems to
be no gential Senfe of this Danger, or of
the Sins that procured it; nor fuitable Me-
thods taken i 2arneft to get them removed:
Hear the Prophet’s Direion, upon a pa-
rallel Occafton ( Joe!, 2 Chap.) The Day of
- #he Lord ¢s great, and bery terrsble, swbo can
abide it 5 thergfore alfo mow, fasth she Lord,
Bern ye even itome, with Wi your Heart, with
jcﬂmg weaping , ‘and rhotirning 5 for the Lord
Ys.g%acoons and mercifud, ewbo Jdmowesh if be
sl return and repent, and fave a Bleling
bebind him. Sece a0, fer. 3. 12, 13. Go
ond proclaith thefe Words totiards the Novth,
and fay, return thou backfliding Ifrael, foird
the dord, and T il hot caufe mine Anger to
Tall-upon yow, for I ass.merciful, and will mot
kedp Anper for -ever, okly acknowledge thime
m hat thow-biafl -trahgryffed againt e
' % THE ifalihful Strvitnts of Gon, ¢all
you totarn 4o-him, and in this Socrety
" you Have -hed the Oppotsunity -of ‘bearing -
muny -deh, 'who heve with Wifdom end
Waetath wooed you 40 your Dy, -and
warnod Yourof your -Duager, in cafe of ne-
glo&, as they are conﬂhandcd I 58 1.
As
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‘As Ambaffadors for Chrif , we pray you in
bis Stead, to be reconciled to God; we befoech |
you aifs, that ye recesve net the Grace of God
in vam You cannet give the faithful Mi-
nifters of Chrift fo much Pleafure apy other
Way, as by turning to God, for ‘this they

. ftudy, pray, groan and weep; your Con-

verfion would make their Hearts glad, in
all their Labours and Sorrows; ner can you
grieve their Spirits fo much a ;other Way,
as by your Obftinacy in Sin 3 Infuccefsfulnefs
makes them fome Times lament, in the
nguage of the Prophet, Boc is me, Iam

as t ofe that gather the Grape Gleanings of the
Vintage, the. good Man is periffied sut of the
Earth, there is mone upright among Maen !
And will ye have noe Compaffion upen thofe
that Travel in Birth, till Cbrift be formed in’
you, Or upon your own Souls O what will
become of you in this Congregation, who
have heard and alas, vnthﬁoed the pun-
gent Iatreaties of fo many pious Mmlﬁers'
fee Zac.7.11, 12,.

5. YouRr prous Relations, cry after you in
the moft tender Language of Tesrs and
8igbhs, to turn fpeedily to God1 O did you -

- but kpow “their fecret Wrefllings for your

Converdion, their Sobs and Lamzntatxone

~ over you, the Damps they feel in their

Hearts, and the Turaing of their Bowels,
- Pp2 When
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when they think of parting with you for

ever, when they think of the Curfe they

will hear denounced upon you, by the great

Judge of Quick and Dead, before the vaft

Affembly of the Univerfe (except ye repent)
it makes their ‘Blood chill in their Vesns, and
-their Hearts fhudder in their Bodies! O did
you but know the Agonies of their Souls,
when they think of the everlafting Tor-
ments you muft indure among Devils, you
would pity them, and yourfelves, and try
to turn to God ! O if you knew and confi-
dered the fecret Pleafure they feel, when
they fee any Appearances of your turning to
God, you would ferioufly and fpeedily la-
bour to give them the greateft oy they can
have, next to that of the Salvation of their
own Souls! :

6. Your pious Friends and Acquaintance,
invite you to feek conveiting Grace, er. 5o.

4, §. They foall afk the Way to Zion, with their
Faces thitherward; faying, come and let us join
ourfekves to the Lord, in a perpetual Covenant.
The Grace of God cures the immoderate Sel-
fithnefs of the Soul, and makes Perfons of a
public and noble Spirit, fincerely concerned
for the Honour of God, and Interefts of
his Kingdom among Men, having #View
. of the Sinfulnefs and Danger of Sin, and of
the Value of their own Souls, they are

SR ' hereby
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héreby excited to pity, from the Heart, the.
Souls of others, who are in a State of Sin, -
and earneftly to- defire after their Conver- -
fion, that feboyab may be thereby glorified,.
and they eternally faved from Wrath and
Ruin! No fooner was the #Woman of Sama-
ria converted, but the wanted her Friends
~and-Acquaintances to be converted too ; and
+ therefore fhe invited them to come and fee o
Mas that told ber all that ever fhe did. The
Grace of God is generous and diffufive, and.
increafes by Communication, for be that
. waters otbers, fball be watered alfo himfelf :
Such as have tafted the Sweetnefs of a Sa-
viour’s- Love, want that the whole World
thould partake of the fame, and have fuch
.a clear View of the Certainty, Glory, and
Importance of Religion, that they think,.
with young Melanélon, Sinners will not be
able to withftand their Arguments and In-
treaties ; but upon Trial, they foon, with
him, find their Miftake ; alas, others have.
not the fame View of Things, and there-
fore' hear them with Indifference, which
grieves, and almoft difcourages them to at-
tempt any more. But Sirs, we thould not
defit from endeavouring to do Good to
Mankind, though fome treat us, and what
we {peak fincerely for God,with a ftupid un-.
grateful Negle®, or proud Difdain ; yet

- eur
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our dear Lord will accept of, and gracioufty
Reward our honeft Endeavours, ‘and pro—

" bably blefs them to others: O then /Jer ois-

S;«mb be feafoned with Salt, minifiring Graée:
te the Hearers ; let us not fhut Chrift and

, Rehglon out of our Converfation, agreeable:
~ to the wicked Fafhion of-the prefent Timess

but out of the good Treafure of our Hearts;:
Itt us bring forth good Things, that are edify-:
3 this was the Praltice of God’s People.

af old a Praflice which the Almighty highly:
es of, fee Mal. 3. 16, 17. Abher

(hercfore the Sentiments and Condu&® of .

the Unregenerate, whofe higheft View is
tbcmfclvcs, their fecular Affairs are-the Sum'

* . total of their Religion; when profperows;:

they are eafy, whether Sinners are converted:
or not; like the Suadl, they fneak into theis:
Shell, and confine their narrow, grovchng*
Defigns to it.

2. Your Confeiences, thefe Wxtneﬂ?:s for’
God, in your Bofoms, cail you to ‘turn te’
:}’abwab and tell you that it is now high

 Fime, they fot before you a2 Map of thofe

-+ Miferies, which you fhall qmckiy feel, if
. .ye continue in your prefent State ; and with

ye be deat to the Warnings of your ewn:
Minds? Do notyou know that if your Heart
condenens you, iod is greater than your Heart;
am’ Iamwetb all 7 bmgs 2 1 Ysbn 3. 20. Will
A : not
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not your holding the Truth in Unrighteouf-
nefs, or in other Words, fupprefling and
counterating the Impreffions and Directions
of it, prepare Matter for the moft torment-
ing RefleGtions in the coming World, when
Confcience, however diverted or fupprefied
now, will have full Liberty to fpeak out,
and that for ever, and no worldy Buﬁncfs,
Amufement, or Comforts, to divert its Cen-
fures; or any, falfe Hope to allay for one
Moment, the Bitternefs thereby occafioned
. through Eternity ! Confcfence Is either the
greatcﬁ Friend, or the moft formidable Foe,
joft as it is-obeyed or oppofed; 2 good Con-
faience will make one bald as m Lion, even
in the greateft Dangers, but-abad one will
make Men tremble at the fhaking of a Leaf,
and fly when wene purfues: In Cafe of Hy-
potrify, Cenfaience is asa Thoufand Wit-
neffcs to condomn wms, and dwmnce :is' that
memorable Saying of a Pagas thllofophen
Teurpe quod asturus, ite fine defte time: In this
oldful State of Things, sthe fgroundh:fs
Applaufe-of the wholé Creation, s an infipid
{Trefle, that rather . ‘reproaches and  diftref
fes, ‘than contents the Mind, when we
know it is a mere Fallacy: But onthe other
¥land, when we watk:uprightlybefore God,
and earneftly labour :te :promote the ever-
hﬁmg Good ofMankmd, ifiin satuen (which -

is
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is often fhe Cafe) we meet with Abufe #nd
Slander, the Confcioufnefs of our Integrity
will Support us, as it did ‘the Apoftles;
whofe Comfort was the Teflimony of their
Confciences, that in Simplicity and godly Sin-
cersty, not with flefbly Wifdom, but by the
Grace of God, they bad their Converfation in

-5

the World; it is little Matter to us, what "

Mankind think or fay of us, if we have but
the Approbation of Gop, and our own
Minds ; and truly the greater Part of Peo-
ple, are bad Judges of Things, for they
have but little Leifure or Capacity to form
a right Judgment, and are generally.:fo

much biafled by Favour or Prejudice, that

they pafs Sentence before Trial: So that it
is Unreafonable for any wife Man, to be ¢
ther lifted up, or caft down, with their
Applaufe or Cenfure ; for both are generally

the Iflue, rather of Affection and Prejudice,-
than of impartial Judgment: O! then let-

us labour to get our Confciences rightly in-
formed by the Word of God, fprinkled

with the Blood of Chrift, and wafthed by .
the holy Spirit, and a& up to them, then

we may with Certainty expe@ a continual
Feaft from them! Again, .
8. ReasoN calls you to turn from Sin

to Febovabh, by thewing the Neceflity and

Equity of this Change ; the Enjoyment of 2

i

- holy
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'hol Gon, without Holinefs, is abfurd and
‘ $ oﬂible, in the Nature of Things; it is
hkewife juft that the divine Goodnefs be ac-
knowlcdged and the Powers you have re-
“céiyed from God, dlre&cd to -him, and
employed in his Servxcc 5 it is alfo rational,
to accept of Gofpel Liberty ; in your prefent:
State you are_difrobed of the Ornaments of
Innoccnce, confined in the darkeft Dun-
geon, in Bondage to Sin and Satan; but
now the Day-fpring from on High 'vzﬁts you,
¥bé Sun of Righteoufnefs fbines upon you 3 iow
the Gofpel proclaims Liberty to the Captive 3
,‘and will you not accept the Offer of this
":everlaﬁmg Liberty, purchafed by the Bl
c‘f “Goed? When Liberty was proclam,?ii
among the Greeks, after a State of Se
tude, they received it with- -Tranfports’ of
gratxtudc to their Deliverer, crying aloud,
oter, Soter, a Sawour, a Sgviour, and will
you reject 2 much more valuable and coftly
io'gcrty? then you de[etve no Plty, from L
‘QOD or Man! - |

Rl
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SERM O N XIIL

oo

Ezexk. 33. 11, Turn ye, turn’ ye, ﬁ'am?
your evil Ways ;5 for why will ye die 2.k -

IN the laft Sermon upon this Subjeét, _

I propofed the following Arguments,:
to excite Sinners to turn to Gob, viz.

the Call of God the Father, Son, and
Spirit ; the Call of the Word, Prowdence,
~ and Minifters of God'; the Call of Relati~
ons, Friends, Confcxence, and Reafon: In

Addition to which, give me Leave to offer.

the following MoTivEs, viz. .

1. TuE Pains the dear Lord Fe /m C/arz/f
took to purchafe Salvation for you ; for this
End, he willingly aflumed human Nature,
-while covered with the Ruins: of its Apo-
ftacy, he came in the Likenefs of finful
Fleth ; the moft high God took upon him
the Form of a Servant, ‘the Confolation of

.y;‘ﬂf’,

7’
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Yrael, became a2 Man of Sorrows, though be
was rish, for our Jakes be became poor, that

we through bis Poverty might be rich; the .

Chaftifement of our Peace was laid upon bim,
that through bis Stripes we might: be healed;
his Life was full of Labour, Sorrow, -and

Suftering, his Name was treated with Scan=

dal, and himfelf with great Ingratltudﬁ,
Cruelty, and Contempt by thofe he came
to feek and fave ; and in'the mean Time,
“he bore all" with Patience, that he might
purchafe Salvation for yeu, and excitéd

himfelf to Speed in performing the media~
-torial Work, by the Shortnefs of the Tinte
he had to do: it inj I muf, faith he, ‘work.

the Work of  bim.that fent me while it ¢s Day,
Jor the Night cometh wbherein mo -Man can
work : Now did the Lord.fefiis Chrift labour
o hard, and-fuffer. fo much- from God and

Man, did he fweat great Drops of Blood,

through Anguifh of Soul, and:cry out on
the Crofs, - Eloi, Eloi; Lam -Sabbathani,
that he might procure Salvation for us, and
thall we be indolent and carelefs in applying

it to ourfelves? O unaccountable -Infatua- -
. tion! can we .look:upon the 'Agonies and
~ Labours of the -Son: of God for us, Wlth. n

_Indxﬁ'erence*and Negle& ? .
2. Tug Painsthe'DEVIL fakes: to damn
youl Souls, thould . .affect you ;. be goes about

SR, Q,q 2 lzke'
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like a roaring Lion, fecking whom be may dé-
wour ; fome Times he appears as a Lion,
to tcmfy us from Duty, and fome Times
as an Angel, to allure us to Sin; O how
innumerable are his fiery Darts, and d
Devices, if he fails in a Hundrcd Attemptd,
wyet he will not defift; but watch for an
portunity, and try other Meafures; fhail
Satan take more Pains to damn your Souls,
than you to fave them?

. 3. SEE the Pains, the Generality of
Mankind take, about Things of infinitely
leflor Moment ; the Merchant fpreads his
Carvafs Wings, and flys acrofs the boiftes-
ous Decep, to the Extremities of the Earth,
incompafied with Miferies and Dangers of
variou$ Form; Farmers and Tradefmen
rife up early, fit up late; and cat the Bread
of Cate and Sorrow; and will not ye Be
perfwaded to take as much Pains dbout your
Souls, as others about their Bodies and
Eftates, about an eternal, as they about 2
temporal Good ? how aftonifhing. is yolur
Madn _

EE the Care and Pains that many
take fo obtain Sajvatiah, who' want your
Advantages; ind be athamed of your Né-
gligence ! The Mdhoimtans pray five Times
a Day, aré true to their Wotd, honeft in
their Dealings, and Keep one Monthi every

¥ear
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Year a5 a Faft; but mity Cheiftians have
sio’ regard €6 thieic Wokd, are. diftisdert; do
not pray ' mitl as ofé¢ # Day fitedly,

fior havé Répt 688 DAY of Fiffiry in their

R RIS

whole Lives:: And fofh& &F the Pagufis hdve |

excelted it mioral Virtué, & g. Sendch, Curtd,
Socrates 5 y&¥; many nf ivers Parfe of thie
World, hivé takéh grér Paitis i PHEr
ages and bodily Awfetified; é. g e Ped-

 ple of Nafiagh, refort # i 1aoF irt Plgrift

age, in pleat Nombers, with Ropes sboie
theéir Neelfs, ‘@nd Kdivéd ficking in thek
Legé and Afmi, 4iid Wher the Id6l i§ car-

ried about i Proééflio, €6 Pilgfims five
to bé érdthed fo DU untler the Chariot
‘Wheels; & MHfltitade of Livés Rivé béch
fictificéd BY the Pif¥ans; it diWerd Places,
to' pacify theit Déitsds ¢ yéi, &vet Parents,
contrary to' the firong 4hd- Tiés
Naturé, Have made thélf Belbved Childrén
pafs -thrétugh e’ Fire' to Molch! Now,
though the Pagans weté mifguided in their
Severities; yet théir Eorbeérn for futiiré Hap-
pinefs, antl Labbit to obtdin it, mdy juftly
put to fhdifié the Séchre dnd Indolent, who

tesder Tiés of

by the Gofl-have Lifé ind Immortality

brought to Light! Some of the Pharifeis,

wete dlfo éinent in"Virtu€ and Dévotion,
&gy Saif b¥Sre Cotiverfion, dnd the yoiing

" Mdn
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Man in the Gofpel (Philip. 3. 6. Mat. 1q.
20.) and yet our Righteoufnefs muft ex-
ceed theirs, on Pain of Death, Mat. 5. 20.
5. SEE how all inanimate Creatures, with
the greateft Readinefs and Conftancy obey
their Creator, P/f. 19. The Heavens declare
the Glory of God, and the Firmement [beweth
kis Hend Work, by their Beauty, Order, and
Obfervance of the Law of their Creation;
as immortal and univerfal Preachers, they
obje@ively declare the Reality of the divine
Exiftence, and the Glory of his Govern-
ment; fo exa& and regular are the Moti-
ons of the heavenly Bodies, that the pre-
cift Minute of Eckpfes, may be foretold
long before they happen ; the Sea alfo odeys
bis Voice, the Hail, Snow, Vapour, and formy
Wind fulfil bis Word (Pf. 148. Mark 4. 39.)
while you infolently controul his Authority !
The. Trees and Plants bring forth Flowers
and Fruit, according to their Kind, and at-
tain the End of their Creation, while you
are barren, and live in Oppofition to -the
Defign of your Exiftence; and therefore
every Pile of Grafs, Flower, and Fruit you
behold, may be an awakening Monitor to .
u!

© 6. SEe how irrational Creatures, by a
“natural Inftin@, feek after their Safety, the
fick Dog. feeks a purgative Herb to cure
: himfelf,

?
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himfelf, the wounded Hart after Dittany to

heal her ; but alas, few poor Sinners repair’

to the great Phyfician, for a Leaf from the
Tree of Life, to cure their mortal Mala-
dies! O! fhould not the Care of thofe poor
Creatures, who are deftitute of the Dire¢tion
- ot Reafon, excite you, who are endowed
with it, to haften to Chrift for converting
Grage, without which you muft die in your
Wounds? Hear, O Heavens,and give Ear, Q
Earth, for the Lord bath fpoken, I bave nou-
rifhed “ond brought up Children, and they bave
rebelled againft me ; the Ox knoweth bis Owner,
and the Afs bis Mafler’s Crib, but Ifrael doth

not know, my People doth ot coryider I

2,

73 Have not many in former’ Tnmcs,
and do not fome even now, who enjoy no
better Advantages than you, prefs into the
Kingdom of God, full of Fear and Diftrefs
about their Seuls, crying Night and Day
for Mercy! and why fhould not you do
likewife ? Have not you reafon to be trou-
bled for your Sins, as well as others, are
not- your Souls as precious as theirs 7 Have
you not the fame Encouragement to feek
God; and are you not under equal Obliga-

tions » What then do you mean by this .

horrid Cruclty againft your own Souls, in
mglc&mg to fecure their Salvation, by 2
: faithful
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faithful Improvement of the Seafons qf
God’s Grace? Fer- 8. 20. The Harugh is
pafi, the Summer is ende and ug are yat
Jfaved; we havc had in tkus Land, hiefled
be Yehovah for it, a glcmous Harveff fome
Years fince, whcrem many. were converted,
o! then poor Souls flacked to Ghrift, as
Daves to their Windows ; Multitpdes were
awak’ned out of Sleep, and faught Fefys for-
rowing ; bow much was the Ward preach-
ed, prized, and with what Eagetnefs and
Relight attended, 35 often » Qppartunitics
of this Kipd prefented, apd that not anly ,
an the Sabbaoth, but wpon Wegk Days?
Small Matters wquld pot keep People Sfrom
hearing, as they do now, nor were ghey

foap tired, thopgh the Difcqusfe wasa lit- |

tle qugpt then ufual ; no, they .were all
Attention, all Deﬁrc, all Delight | But alas,
this hazvcikSea op is paft and oves, and yet
many of you are not {aved s she Bobboas are
byrnt, the Lead is confiomed of the Fire, the
Foupder mekteth in vaw; all Means ufed to
reform yau ate 4000 Purpafe, sheugh she
Inflraments are wafted.in their Wotk ; and
is thete ne . Reafon to fear she awful Judg-
ment, shieatned in the latgr \Past of the
Words referred to,Fer. .6..29, 30. J:?
Silver fhall Men ¢all thew, becaufe the Laord
kath Uﬂ&é e | K you. eentmuemﬂtgb&
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_alf the Warnings and Invitations given, you
. “are ‘worle in fome Refpets ‘than Fews, So-
domites, and Devils; for the Fews and
Sodomites had not fuch Light as ye enjoy,
¥ . and the Devils never had an Offer of Mercy
after their Apoﬁacy, which you have re-
peatedly been favoured with, but to no®Pur-
. pofe; Heb. 10. 28, 29. He shat difpifed
Mofes’s Law -died without Mercy, ander two
_or three Witneffés; of bow much Jorer Puni/b-
- ment _fuppofe ye [bakl be be thought worthy, who
" bath trodden zmder Foot the Sm of God; Mar.
VX023, 24. And thow Capernaum. wlm'b art -
exalted unto Heaven, /ball be h'oug/az‘ down
“to Hell. :
. 8. Wnat would you lq{r by-turning to
. God, is it Difbomouradle to-be related to the
., ‘divine Majefty, to the ‘Church of the Firft-
*  born, and to Fefus-the Mediator of theever- -
;_“laﬂ:mg Covenant? Heb. 12. ks it Difbonatir~
" -able to be adorned with the Beauties of Ho~ =
Jclines? Pfi 110.79. Is it Uncomfortable to. .
1 lpartake of the Clufters of Canaan, in Com~ -
-~ 'munion with a- God of infinite -All-fuffici«< -
~ ency, goodnefs,f and Glory? Is it Difade
‘vantag "be intitled: to an unalienable.
", %nd everlafting Inberitance; ezttendmg indi~ :
nitely beyond the narrow - Circle of the - .
: ‘*Crcatxon, and to be enriched with a Jewel,
g ﬂ' immence Vilue? Is it a Lofi to enjoy
e . R : “the
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the Friendfhip and Proteion of 2 God of
infinite Power, or to forfake that which is.
the Difhonour of your reafonable Nature, |
and Poifon of your immortal Souls? O Sin-.
ners, what hinders your Compliance with |
the Invitations of Heaven? Sin is pleafant; |
~ true dome Sins do pleafe the Sepfes, but
their Fruits here, and in Hell are bitter,
befides thefe Pleafures are tranfitory, mean,
and brutith, but thofe of Religion noble:
and permanent. I fhall be cenfured by my
Relations and Neighbours, what then, thefe
groundlefs Reproaches will turn te.yaur |
Honour and Benefit, Philip. 1. 29. Mat. ..
10, 11, I2. o
. Tue Sufferings of this prefent Life are
light, and but for a Moment, not sworthy
to be compared with the exceeding great
and eternal Weight of Glory in the Hea-
vens, which is referved for thofe that fin-.
‘cercly Love and ferve God. I fhall lofe.
fome. worldly Advantage by the Profeffion
and Pra&ice of Religion. 4. And what if
youdo, it will be infinitely more than made
up to you, by the Love and Favour of Gep
hete:and hereafter ! Why then do not you |
Endeavaur, poor, Sinners, to turn.to God?
Why will you prefer any.temporal Enjoy-
ment, before:the Safety of your Spuyls? Did
't niot argue a vile Temper in Efax; to- pre-.
= Lo ' fer
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fer a Morfel of Bread, before his Birth-right, .
which contained both facred and civil Pri- .
- vileges? The World is to you as Fael’s .
Milk to Sifera, as Delilab to Sampfon: Is
it not a pity that Men fhould be fuch Enes .
mies to themfelves, as to prefer the dif-
. guifed Vanities of a fading World, to eter~
nal Riches? To feek for reft among tem- .
poral Enj8yments, is as vain as if [ffael had * «
endeavoured to fix his Abode in the Wil-".
dernefs among Serpents and Enemies, or as
if Noab had made the Ark his Home;: when -
the Waters were fallen ¥ Why ftand ye fo -
carelefs and indolent on the Shore of a‘vaft '
Eternity, not knowing but the next Tide
will fweep you off, beyond all- Hopes of 'a
Remedy,  and fink you in the dark-Retreats - =
of Death ? Have ye nothing to do for the -
immortal God, and youi deathlefs Souls?
O fpeak in the Language of the poor ftarv-’
.ing Leppers, who fat at the Gate of ‘Sama~ -
ria. (2 Kings;.7. 3, 4.) Why fit we bere till
we die,:if e [ay we will enter into the City,  °
the Famine is-in the City, and we fball die. . - .
there, andif we fit fiill berewe die alfe 5 mow -
therefore come and let us fall unto the Hof? of !
the Syrians, if they well fave us alive, we jball' ) ]
five, and if they ZII us, we fball but die. Y
we return to a Courfe of Sin, we fhall fure-
Iy. pen{h if we abide in our pre{ent Security - |
Rra . aad

~
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- 308 An Expoflulation with Sinnets.
and Sloth, we fhall perith; come then fet
“us go to God, in Chrift, for converting "
Grace, he can but deny us, we can but
. perith : But if he has Mercy upon us, we.
. fhal} live, live eternally. Up then Sinners;,
awake, arife, and haften, O haften to Chtii
for Life; behold the Treafures of Heaven .
+ are opened, refolve with Queen Eftber; ta
~» go to the King, and if you perith, you
opetith; fhe refolved to interceed for the
Safety of her Nation, though it fhould coft
" her het Life; and fhould not you for.the
.. 8alvation of your Souls ? She mét with a
“favourable Reception from an imperious
‘Man (Ef. 5.) and may not you expect this,
much more from the God of Love ! Sinnegé
are ye paft Feeling? When we reprefesit
. God’s Majefty armed with Vengeance, .agd
. cafting with his unbared Arm Thunder-Bolts.
" .of Death, ye are not moved ; and when
~ we reprefent Jehovab enthroned .on Grace,
" . and with importunate, endearing Condes: .
- {cenfion, alluring Rebels to accept of Liberty-
., ahd Life, not only with Arguments, but-
~ with -Tears, Groans, and Blood, and. yet
. you aré unaffeted, be aftonithed, ye Heas
vens, and mourn, O Earth, at thisl® -

SN
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SERMO N XIV.

T

TR

Ezrx. 33, .11 Turn ye, turn ve, from

your evil Ways 5. Jor ‘w@' will ye _d‘i’e,ﬂQ L

Houfeof liacl? |

. to Sinners and Saints, agreeable to the

I PROCEED to offér fome Direétions

A Order before propofed, O be intreated-

" to feek Converfion, in the following
Manner... . . . EERT T

1. Earvry, Eckf..120 1. Remember now .
by Creator in the Days of thy. Youth, while the- -

" evil Days come not, nor the Years draw nigh, -
in which thou-wilt fay, I have no Pleafure ;. =

endeavour to fear, love, and ferve Gob;

with all thy Heart, in young Years, for he: |

is the Author of thy Life.and Being, and of!
all thy Benefits; to him' thou art under the

ftrongeft Obligations, and upon him thou

haft a continual Dependence : As Youth is
C moft

R O O R




. 310 . Directtons to the Unconverted, -
' [
moft fufceptive of relx%ous Impreflions, fo
it is beft fitted for the Performance of reli-

gious Offices ; and as thou oweft the beft

- of thy Time and Strength to God, the Giver

of both, the Improvement thereof in his

Service, will be moft acceptable to " bim,.

and moft comfortable to thee: This is the -
" beft Provifion for old Age, one of the greatf-x ,

eft Comforts of which, is the Remembranee,

of a well {pent Youth : Age has enough to.
do with itfelf, thefe are Years in which we,

have no Pleafure, then w1th Barfilai, we:

cannot relith the Delights of Senfe, and in
. the mean Time, are loaded .with bodily In-
* firmities; our Strength becomes Labour and.

-+ Setrow, and we feel ourfelves die by In-
: ¢hes, It is ungrateful to give the Flowgr
"+ of out Davs to ‘the Devil;, and referve the:

.. Bran for God, this is to offer the Torn, the
Lame, and the Sick in Sacrifice, for whxch
2 Curfe is denounced; Mal. 1. 14.

- 2. You, fhould feek Convcrﬁon to Gon
- eprneflly, as the poor Woman the loft Pieee.
. of Silver, the Lcn'd JEesus. CHRIST could
not Purchafe aur Happinefs without great -

* Labour and Agony, and why fhould we:

" think to get an Intereft in-it without Pains }:
. We are enjoined to frive to enter in at the:
.. fireight Gate,;or. to agonize into it, and’

mformed that -18any. ﬂwall j&e& ta ezmz', zmal'_
) -
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" Directions to the Unconwerted, - 31

j7m11 not be ables i.e. doubtlefs becaufe they B
‘do not_take Pams enough ! The .Gate of |
Converfion, by which we enter into the Way -
of true' Holinefs, is fireight, it is-hard to
find, and therefore few find it, becaufe it is
above Nature, .and- only revealed to fomc, .
by God the Father: (Mar. 13. 11.) It is . °
likewife. hard to.be éntered into, ,for this is
contrary to Nature ;- the #ay of Holinefs is.
narrow, both: in. rcfpcét of Sin and Punith-
ment, o narrow that it will not hold .a Man
and unmortified Sin together ; unlefs we
pluck out our Rxght—Eye, and cut off our
Right-Arm, we muft be loft for ever: Itis
alfo:an afflicted Way, through many Tribus
lations we muft enter into the Kingdom of God 5

and indeed the ‘Travellers in this Way are . .
Jew (Luke 12.:32.) Though the Number of .
{/’rael be as the:Sand of tbe Sea, but & Rem- '

nant is faved. (Rem. x1. 7.)- Many are called,
but few chofen. - Add to thls, that many and .
powerful Enemies, endeavour to ‘hinder us -

in this Work, wiz: the:World, the Fleth,. |

and the’ Devxl which ‘muft be contended '

with and indeed the Salvation which Con<" . .

verfion makes-us' meet ‘for, is of fa great”
'Moment and.wof “fuch” abfolute Neceﬁnty,?’
that it deferves the greateft Care and Pains. »

'3.-HumBLY be perfwaded ‘that notwith< | '

ﬁandmg of .any Thmg youhave done, or
SR 7 “ can

. v . i
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312 Direclions to the Unconverted.
can do, ye are unprofitable Servants, and
that the Lord may juftly caft you off for
ever; till you be bronggt to this, you are
not proper Obje&s of Mercy, you have no
fuitable Efteem of it, nor are you difpofed
to give to God due Glory for it: The Hun-

Shall be filled with good Things, but the
Rich, the Full in theic own Eyes, fball be
Jent empty away. ,

4. You fhould feek converting Grace
conflantly, until you obtain it (Luke 15. 8.)
a Perfon ftarving with Hunger would not be
contented with afking for Bread, unlefs he
got what he afked ; bare Begging would
not fatisty the Cravings of his hungry Sto-
mach: So neither fhould ye be fatisfied
with praying for Conwetfion, till you get
what ye pray for, nor fhould you be. dif-
couraged becaufe you obtain not the Anfwer
of your Prayers, fo foon as youexpetted, or
do defire, for the Almighty aQs as a Sove-
reign, in difpenfing his Grace to the Chil-
dren of Men, to fome he gives it foener,
and to others later, juft as he pleafes ; his
Time we ought to wait for with Diligence,
Patience, and Hope, for it is certainly the
beft Time, and his Mercy, when obtained, |
will fufficiently recompence our Pains and
Patience in queft of it, and waiting for it!
Do not give over ftriving and hoping, b;—
‘ : caufe




Satan’s Stratagems expa/e"d 3 1 3 ‘

eaufe Things feem to grow worfe wnth you
than before Conviction ; for this is owing
partly to. that new nght of God’s Spirit,
through his Law, now given you, which
difcovers that Heart-Wickedne{s which you
were ignorant of before ; the’ more this in-
creafes, the more you fee of your own Vile-
nefs, from whence you are induced, though
-‘without Foundatlon, to conclude it grows
in you, when it is only your View of it
fee Rom. 5. 20. The Law mz‘ered that t/.vp
Qffence might abound. : '
Besipes, Satan. with ‘a malicious Deﬁgn
to difcourage you, tries by the Law to en-
rage inward Corruption,, and to bring it into
A& more than.ever before, fee Rom. 7. 8.
Sin taking Occafon by the Commandvmer,
wrought 1n me all Manner of Concupicence,
Jor without the Law, Sin was dead. While
Sinners remain in a State of Blmdnefs and
‘Sccurity, and'pleafe themfelves with Dreams
of their prefent Goodnefs, and future Hap-
pinefs, he lets them alone politically, for he
knows while they remain fo, he'is fure of
~ them, and that if he tempted them, as he
does thofe that afe convinced, they would
be probably frightened out of their Sleep,
-and. he in Danger of lofing t them ; he there-
fore encouragcs thexr falfe Hopes, and b
they get Half awakeried, he labours thf;.
8 f ' a
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'3 1 g, \Satqn s Strafagem.t equ/éd,

all h,ns Might to lull them a-fleep’ agax,n,
1) hl h ncommms upon their Goodnefs,
fuch as thefe, fhat they mean well, never
wwronged any of a Penny in their Lives, are
mucﬁ better than many of their Neighbours,
and fuch like; and that there is no need of
fuch ‘Soul Dzﬁnﬁ, that if they give way to
‘it, it will perhdps hurt their, Credi¥, their:
Senfes, theic worldly Interefl, and it may be,

" bring them to an unfimely End : But if they '

get {o wounded, ‘that he cannot bring them
bBack to their former ”ScCunty, then he tries
all- the Arts he is Mafter of, to drive them
to Dq@atr, fome of which are fuch as thefe,
]16 fuggefts, 1ft, That it is now worfe than

- ‘ever, that God is mote provoked: ~ 4. Tt is.

falfe, you are now in the Way to: Mercy,
- and never were before ; fee Mat. 11. 28,
2d, He fays, ‘that no ”Body ever had fuch -
a wicked Heart, fince' the Foundation of
the World, as you ; never any Body finned
To in Life, nor was ever any in fuch ftrange
. Circumftances, 4. ‘This is the Teftimony

. of the Father of Lnes, vho was a Murderer
. from the Be inning, as, Face anfwers Faie
7% a Glafs, fo doe: rhé Hmrt of one Man ano-

ther,  The ‘Almighty has gradioully  left
upon. Rccord in hls qud divers Inftences

~ “of glorious Giace, vouc‘hfafcd»to the vilef} of

Smners, an; burpofc to i:onﬁ:te this " cruel
' Stratagem

-
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Stratagem of' the Encmy of Souls, and. to
manifeft and magnify the exceeding Riches.
of ‘his Grace. e.g. Mmjes a Murderer,,
a Conjurer, -who flighted God in Profperity,
obtained Mercy ; and fo did Saul, a Perfe-
cutor, Mary Magdalen, a' Harlot,” the un-
clean, unrighteous Corintbians, the idola-
trous Epbefians, yea, and. even thofe that
actually embiued theic Hands in the Blaod
of our dear Lord, were wathed by the Blood
they fhed, from their Guilt. in {hedding of
it! But fuppoﬁng your Sins were. greater in
reality than the Sins of any other, there is
Do reafon to defpair of Gad’s Mercy, in.cafe
you endeavour to repent.’ and betieve ;_bes
caufe ## is not according to Warks of Rightes
oufnefs that we bave done, but ageording to bis
Mercy that be fues us: ‘The, Blood ofg Chrift
is of infinite Value, and cleanfes from all
Sin, and furely Sin cannot be of more than
infinite Guilts The greater. our Imqpxtws
are, the more the Riches of God’s Gracg
will be magmﬁed in pardmmg them,. and
this indeed is the great Defign:of the Gofpel
Method of Salvation, Eph. 1,5, 6. 3d, He in=
Jc&s bla hcmousThoughts into their Mindy,
" in a thick Succeflion, which they try to. get

d of, but-cannot ; now Satdn: artfully apd
allly labours ta father. thele Bratsof hig
mahc:ous Brood upon the Convinced, with

Sfa dcﬁgn
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defign to drive them to Difpair or Diftrac-
tion; and they, poor Things; are’ too apt,
through Ignorance, to -give Way to the
Charge, to their own great Prejudice i But
Friends, put on the Shield of Faith, whereby
ye may be able to quench the fiery Darts of the
Wicked; they are called Darts, becaufe of
their fudden Inje@ion; and fiery Ones, be-
caufe of the Pain they occafion ; both which
are plain Proofs, that they ‘are not .the Pro-
du& of your own Nature, for if fo, they
would be gradual and agreeable ; do not
therefore charge upon yeurfelves; the Sins
of the Devil, or be frightned or troubled
about  them, let him anfwer for his own
Sins himfelf; Temptation$ that come from
without, not confented to by our Wills, are
not our Sins, for thus our Saviour was
tempted, and yet without Sin. 4th, He
reprefents God- to be all Anger and Revenge
4gainft them, ifiexorable to their Cries, and
that he is only waiting for an Opportunity to
deftroy them ;" while they were in Secursty,
he reprefented God in too favourable a
Drefs, as if he was all Mercy, and no Ju-
flice; 'and now in too fevere a one, as all
Juftice, and no Mercy : But how can it be,
that the Almighty fhould fpare you, when
you Were going on with a high Hand againft
hin in Sin, and-take this ‘Opportunity to

- e T -Vdcﬁroy
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Satan’s Stratagems 'expa/efd.v 317

deftroy you, when you are mourning for

your Iniquities, and endeavouring to turn -

from them to him: No it can never be,
" for he himfelf has by his Spirit flirred you
up to this, he that with Compaflion heard
Epbraim’s Moans, hears yours alfo, and
will ‘help ‘you i duc Time. sth, Satan
fuggefts that the Day of Grace is paft, for,

faith he, Gnd takes no Notice of your Pray- '

ers, and you are judicially hardened. A. It
is . no Proof that God takes no Notice of
your Prayers, becaufe you are not imme-
diately anfwered ; the ‘Church complained,
that God had | fhut out ber Prayers, but with-
out Caufe ; he is not bound to our ‘Times,
the Vifion is for an appointed Time, “which we
muft wait for; while you bewail your Hard-
nefs of Heart, it is not judicial; the fpi-
ritual, rat,lonal and beft Part of Contw:on,
confifts in the Pliablenefs of the Will, and
not in the foft Flow of the Aﬂ'e&ions,
which though a(rreea‘ole, is not efleritial to
Contrition, but accidental and feparable ;

while you are with Ser;oufnefs endeavouring - -

to-mourn over Sin, and turn {rom it to God,

the Day of Grace is fo far from being over -

- with you, that thisis the {pccml Seafon of
. it; now Gpd is working by his Word and
Spmt upon you, and gracioufly calling you
to his’ Arms. . - 6th, Satan knowing that fo
' . {oon
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foon as ever the poor Sinner ‘embraces
Chrift, and depends upon him entirely by

Faith, the Match is made, which will en-

dure for ever, and that then the Sinner will
get out of his Clutches; he tries with all
his Might to keep them from Faith,, he ad-
~ vifes them as a Friend to beware of pre-
fuming, and of being deceived, and to cover
this Device, he tells them the Soul is pre-
cious, it would be a great pity to be miftaken,
and likewife that they have been great Sin-
. ners, and have not yet been fufficiently hum-
bied and reformed, to prepare them for
‘believing ; without which, it would be rafh
and dangerous. 4. But for fuch as feel
their Difeafe, to reccive the Gift of God,
and lean upon him for Salvation, is fo far
from being prefumptuqus, that it is a Duty;
this ss the Commandment, that ye believe in the
Name of bis Son Sfefus €b#iff, and to the Per-
formance of this, the deéar Redeemer ear-
neftly invites the Wounded (Yobn 6. 37.)
this is therefore the Way to be faved and
healed, inftead of being deceived ; ner does
the facted Scviptares prefcribe any particular

Degree of Humiliation and Reformation, as

- abfolutely neceflary, previous to Faith, only
“this in general, that we be fo fenfible of thé
~ Panger of Sin, that we are willing to for-
fake it, ‘and embrace the Redeemer, ‘25 Jie

o i e i <+
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s offered to us in the Gofpel: It is therefore
exceeding dangerous to defer any longcr,

a Clofure with Chrift, on Account of thefe,

- or any other Pretences whatfoever ; let us
then come to him as we are, as Smncrs,.
without any Price in our Hands, and give
ourfelves up to him for ever, in order to be
made righteous and holy by his Blood and
Spirit! 7th, Once more, Satan fomé Times
tempts the Convinced, to believe that they
have committed the anpardencble Sin, aud
therefore that it is foo laze for them toftrive;
by this Means, through implacable Malice
againft God, and the Souls of Men, he la-
bours to drive them to Madnefs, Defpair,
or Self-Murder, and to keep them from
Chrift + But pray, how thould you be guilty
of the unpardonable Sin? Before you were
convinced, you could :not commit it, for
want of Lig4t, and fince ycu could-not, for
-want of #72/l ; fince you have:been awaken~
ed, you have been trying to bewail your
Oﬂ'ences, and .come to Chrift, which are

inconfiftent with-that Sin, ‘and; plainly fhéw.-

vou aré.not, guilty of it ;. but I have finned * -
againft Light and Meércy, and, quenched
)’Od s holy Spirit.. 4. So haxe,all of -adult

Age, more or lefs, .and.evem many:of thefe

that are now in Heaven, s witnefs David,
So/aman, Peter, Mrzmﬁes yea Paul hxmfelf"
. acknowlcdges,' ;
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acknowledzes, that what bé would not, that
,be did, even aftet he was converted ; this-

Obje&ion concludes too riuch, and there-
fore nothing at all: But I have Enmity
againft the Father, and the Son. 4. What
thern, this is no more than all Mankind have
naturally, and therefore it proves nothing
againft you; pray confider, that the Phs-
rifees, who are charged with this Sin, were
convinced by the miraculous Works which
Chrift wrought, that he was the Meffias,
and yet contrary to their Confciences, they
rejeéted him, and the Way of Salvation by
him, and from a Habit of Malice, afcribed
(openly in Words) his miraculous Works
to the Devil, charged him with divers
Crimes, and perfecuted him, and his Ser-

vants, to thé Death. Thefe Things you ~

cannot with Juftice and Truth afcribs to
yourfelves, and therefore the Enemy's
Charge is falfe ; and indeed you thew little

Judgment in giving heed to it, refiff the
Devil, and be will flee from you; be the -

more frequent and earneft in Prayer, and
Satan will foon be tired, for he does not

like to excite you to-Devotion ; the darkeft

Time of the Night, preceeds the Break of
Day; in the Mount," God is feen; our Ex-
tremity, is his Opportunity to thew Favour;

- " believe
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betieve m the Lord Fefss Chrifl, and ye
thall be faved. Amen.

But I proceed to offer a Word of Ad-
vice to fuch as are converted. Labour to love
your heavenly Father, blefs him for hia di-
ftinguithing Mercy to you, and endeavour .
to live a Life of Thankfgiving and Praife,
which s it is the moft pleafant, fo it is the
moft profitable Life ; Gratitude for pait
Mercies, is the beft Mathod to obtain more:
Seek your Father’s Honour, by briniing forth
much Fruit to him, for hereby he is glo-
rified; Fobn 15. 8. Imitate his Example,
by endeavouring to be Holy, as he is Holy;
and Merciful, as he is Merciful ; this will
be the beft Evidence of your Sonthip ; obey
his Laws with Sincerity and Steadinefs, and
“then (hall ye have no Reafon to be athamed .
(Pf 119.) Submit with Silence and Reve-
 wence to his fatherly Chafinings, as knowing
_ they proceed from Love, and will iffue in

your Benefit (Heb. 12. 9, 10.) Depend
.with Firmnefs on your Father’s Promife, -a¢
knowing it will never fail (2 Cor. 1, 20.)
Maintain Aonourable Sentiments of your Fa-
ther’s Care and Love (Pf. 103. 13.) Let
Zion lic near your Heart, and engrofs a
Part of your Thoughts and Cares (P/f. 137.
§.) Grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of
" our Lord and Saviour fefys Chriff ; in fine,
: Tt . add
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add to your Faith, Virtue ; and {o Virtus,
Knowledge ; and to Knowledge, Temperance ;
and to Temperance, Patience ; and to Patience,
Godlinefs ; and to Godlinefs, Brotherly-Kind-
wefs ; and to Brotherly-Kindnefs, Charity.
AMEN, AMEN,

EEIQI
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SERMON XV.

Rzv. 22. 17. And the Spirit and the Bride
Jfay come, and let bim that beareth [ay come,
“and let bim that is a-thirft come, ard who=

foever will, let bim take the Water of Life
Sreely.

N thefe Words is contained a graci<

ous Invitation, in which four Things

" are remarkable, viz. the Perfons in-

-viting, the Perfons invited, the Duty
invited to, and the Mode of the Imvitation
each of which, I would difcourfe upon in
their Order.

1. Tus Perfons inviting, are the Spirit,
the Bride, and bim that beareth; and, 1ft,
The Spirit invites poor Sinners to haften to
the Mediator, by his gracious Influences,
through the Word, Ordinances, and Pro-
vidences of God; by fhewing the Reafori~

Tt 2 o ablencfs, i' .
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ablenefs, Neceflity, and Advantages thereof,
in & clear and firong Light to the Mind,
and diipoiing the Soul hereto ; without his
. Operations all Means are like the Staf of
Elijab, ard the Posl of Siloam, before the
Angel defcended and troubled the Waters,
unable to awake the Dead, or heal the
Wounded! 2d, The Bride, i.e. fuch as
are really efpoufed to Chrift, fincerely and
carncftly long after the Converfion of others:
They have found by Experience, the Dan-
* ger of Sin, and the Sweetnefs of a Saviour’s
Love ; and therefore bid awakened Sinners,
beartily welcome to the dear Redemer.
And, 3d, Him that beareth, [ayeth come;
this Phrafe may intend fome that wifh well
to the Redeemer’s Kingdom, but are kept
by unbelieving Fears, about the State of
their Souls, from joining with the Church,
in fealing Ordinances ; even fuch are pleafed,
when they fee Sinners flocking to the great
Emmanuel,as Doves to their Windows! And
bid them God Speed, at leaft by the filent,
but expreflive Language, of their Looks
and Behaviour. But the ) ,
2. PARTICULAR contained in the Invi-
tation, is the Perfons snvited ; 1ft, Him that
is a-thirft; this Character fuppofes a Sight
and Senfe of Sin and Mifery, and implies
carneft and infatiable Defires after Relief,
‘ whick

’
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which are ufually attended with Reftleflnefs
and Pain, and followed with vehement and
unwearied Endecavours to obtain Mercy,

~

fuch pray with Importunity, like convinced -

Saul, and prefs with determined Refolution,
into the Kingdom of God, though it be
fome Times, through a Crowd of Oppofi-

tion and Temptation. And, 2d, Whofoever

will, i.e. is willing to forfake all Sin, all
Self-Dependance, and accept a whole Savi-
our, with his Law and Crofs, as well as
depend entirely on his Blood, and live to
him; every fuch Perfon is invited by the
blefled God, to come and take the Water
of Life freely; let his outward State be
never fo poor and mean, his Sins ever fo
many, or fo great; and his Troubles for

them, in his Apprehenfion, ever fo fmall?

All thefe are no Mndrances to Remiffion
and Salvation, in cafe you believe. The

" 3. ParRTICULAR in the Invitation, is the
Duties snvited to, which are thefe, 1ft, To
eome to Cbriff, and his Benefits, which are
doubtlefs intended by the Water of Life, in
this Text : Now ¢oming to Chriff, moft cer-
tainly fignifies, our believing in him; he
thercfore that believes that Chrift is the Son
of God, the Saviour of the World, able and

willing to fave all that come to the Father by

Bim; he that ferioufly confiders upon the

Terms

./A
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Terms of Self-Denial, taking up the Crofs,
and following Chrift, that the Gofpel offers
kim, and his Benefits upon, and fully Con-
fents to them ; he that relies upon his Me-
diation entirely, for a Right to Happinefs,
under a Senfe of Guilt and Impotency, and
~ commits the Concerns of his Salvation into

_his Hands, with Freedom, Defire, and

Hope, and in Confequence hereof, brings
forth the Fruits of the Spirit, comes to
Chrift, Jobn 1. 12. Cant. 8. 2 Tim. 1. 12.
2d, The other Duty here recommended,
is to take the Water of Life freely, i. e. to
accept of Chrift, his Spirit, and Grace, as
the Gift of God’s unexcited Mercy, which
you do not, nor can deferve, by any, or all
of your Performances, paft, prefent, or fu-
ture, and which he is ynder no Obligation
to vouchfafe, either by“:is Nature or Pro-
mife, but may abfolutely deny in Confiftency
with both, after you have done your ut-
moft: This is intended by the divine In-
junéion, of buying Wine and Milk, with-
out Money, and without Price; the Poor in
Spirit are bleffed, for theirs is the Kingdom of
- Heaven: JeHovAW bears the Cries of the Poor

end Needy, nor does be defpife the Prayers of

the Deflitute; in bim the Fatberlefs Jind
Mercy; i.e. fuch as feel themfelves to be
worthlefs, helplefs, forlorn Orphans, and

' flee
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flee to him for Relief, fhall be gracioufly
received by him. The grand Qualification,
is to be fenfible we have none, and come
to the blefled fefus, as condemned Crimi-
nals, for the free Remiflion of all our Guilt
by his Blood ; as polluted Lepers, for clean+
fing from all our Filthinefs by his Spirit;
as Orpbans, for fhelter from all our Ene-
mies, under his Wing ; as Beggars, for an
Alms of mere Mercy ; as little Children, to
be inftructed in a|l we fhould believe and
do: Unlefs we have this Temper of Mind,
we cannot depend upon the Mediator en-
tirely, nor are we difpofed to value fuitably,
and feek intenfely, the important Benefits
of his Purchafe, or to render to Gnd, the
Honour due for them*.

The Lord Jesus CurisT, and his Grace,
are in our Text, called WATER oF Lire,
or compared to 2 Fountain of Waters, be-
caufe of fome Analogy between them, which
appears in the following Inftances ; as Wa-
ter cools in the fultry Heat, fo the Blood of
Jesus pacifies the "Confcience; as Water
quenches the Thirft of the Body, fo does
the Grace of Chrift that of the Soul; be
- that drinks of this living Water [ball never
Thirfl, but it fball be in bim as a Well of

Water ;

% See Rom. 9. 15, 32. Bb. 1. 3, 63, 3. 9. Rom. 3.
93, a8. Faonms 1. 18. Fobw 1. 43: '3 Tim. 39. ®i. 3. 5.

1
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Water ; (Jobn 4. 10, 13, 14.) As Streams
of Water are not only beautiful in them-
felves, but beautify the Bodies they are ap-

lied to, fo the dear JEsus is not only in
ﬁim(elf lovely, but he makes his People fo,
with his Comlinefs ; as Water runs freely
erd fleadily from a Fountain, when Land-
Floods are cither dried up with the Summer
Heat, or frozen with the Winter Cold ; fo
the Grace of Chrift, is in the Souls of his
People, as a Fountdin of Waters, [pringing
wp to eternal Life : Chrift, and his Grace,
may be truly called Water of Life, becaufe
through this, he gives a Right to eternal.
"Life, purchafed by his Blood, as well as
implants and preferves to the End, a Prin-
ciple of divine Life, by his Spirit and Inter-
ceflion; which makes meet for Eternal!
But the ;

4. PARTICULAR in the Invitation, is the
MonpE of it. The Invitation is prefled three
Times, in our Text, to thew, 1t, The
abfolute Certainty, and great MoMeNT of
the Duty enjoined ; our cternal All depends
upon it; without Uwsen to Chrift, we can
have no 7itle to his precious Bencfits ; now
Farru is the Band of this Union ; as Bread,
if it be not eaten, will not nourith us, s
‘Raiment not put on, will not cloath us, as
a Medicine unapplied, will not heal us, fo

e Chrif,

|
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Chrift, and his Benefits, will be of no faving
Service to us, unlefs they be received by
Fartu; by this we feed on the Bread of
Life, put on the Lord Jesus CurisT, and
are healed by the Ba/m of Gilead. Nothing
is more frequently enjoined, and ftrongly
recommended in the facred Oracles, than
this Grace of Faith; by this we are juftified
from the Guilt of Sin (A4 13. 39.) fan&i-
fied from its Stain (2 Cor. 3. 18.) adopted
into the Family of -God (fobn 1. 12.) and
admitted into Heaven (Jobn 3. 16.) by this
we are comforted in all our Sorrows (‘Rom.
5. 2.) in this we fhould pray (fames 1. 6.)
by this we fhould live (Gal. 2. 20.) and in
this we fhould die (Heb. 11. 13.) the total
Want of this Chrift abfolutely condemns

( Fobn 8. 24.) Averfion to this he paffionate~ - |

ly bewails (fobn 5. 40.) Weaknefs in this
he fharply reproves (Luke 24.25.) a great
Degree of this he highly commends (Mar.
15. 22, 29.) Bebold, a Woman of Canaan
cried unto bim, [aying, bave Mercy on me,
O Lord, thou Son of David, my Daughter is
gricvoufly vexed with @ Devil ; but be an-

Jwered ber not a Word: And his Difciples

came and befought bim, faying, [end ber away,
Jor fbe crieth after us: But be anfwered and
Jaid, I.am not fent but to the loft Sheep of the
Houfe of lfrael ; then came fbe and worfbipped

u bim,
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bim, Jaying, Lord belp me: But be anfwered
and [aid, it is not meet to take the Childrens
Brecd and caft it to Dogs 5 and jhe faid truth
Lord : et the Dogs eat of the Crumbs which
Jall from their Mafler's Table ; then ‘fefus
arz/wered and fazd unto ber, O Woman, great .
is thy Faith, be it unto thee even as thou wilt.
Here obferve, the Petitioner was a Pagan,
the Errand fhe came upon, was the Cure
of her Daughter, who was under fome
diftrefling bodily Diftemper, in which Sa-
tan had a Hand ; this humane and amiable
Parent, fympathlzed with her poor Child,
and came to the Mediator on her Account,
for Help. O! may not the noble Example
of this virtuous and devout Pagan, make
thofe PARenTs, falfly called CuRrisTIAN,
athamed, whofe Children are under the
Tyranny ‘of the Devil, pofting faft to Ruin,
and yet negle¢t to bring them to Yefus to
be bealed as this Canaanite did her Daughter,
who petitioned with Modefty and Vehe-
mence for Mercy in her Behalf, and looked
on it as Mercy to herfelf ! fbe cried unto bim,
Jaying, bave Mercy on me, O Lord, .md,
waited with Patience and Perfeverance in
the Way of Duty, for the Anfwer of her
Suit, till fhe was three Times repulfed ! At
firft Chrift was filent, be anfwerea ber not a
W'érd which was a dark Sgmptom ! and

when

e
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when his Dxfcnples interpofed, perhaps
more to befriend themfelves than her, be-
ing wearied with her Importunity ; he re- -
peats the Repulfe, by faying, I am not fent
but to the loft Sheep of the Houfe of lfrael :
The Door of Mercy feemed to be now quite
thut, yet this pocr Woman, the Honour of
her Sex, was neither offended nor difcou-
raged, but renews her Importunity, with
increafing Reverence and Vehemence, zben:
came fhe and worfbipped, faying, Lord belp
me ; a thort, but {ubftantial and humble
Prayer: Upon this our Lord gave hera
third Repulfe, accompanied with a Re-
proach, faying, It is not meet to take the
Children’s Bread, and caft it to Dogs; this
brought her Calamity to the higheft Crifs,
for it feemed 'to be a final Rejetion, and
that with an Appearance of Contempt ; for:
our Saviour hereby implicitly called her and
her Daughter- Dogs : Surprizing that the:
compaffionate REDEEMER, whofe Speech:
diftills as the Rain and Dew upon the tender:

Herb, thould fpeak thus roughly to a hum-:

ble, importunate Supplicant! but it was
with a kind Intention, to try and manifeft -
her Faith, and render the Mercy. implored,
the more agreeable and affetting, when
vouchfafed ! as well as to magnify his own
Power and Grace in the Iffue! But let us,

Uuae ‘ ~ attend
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attend the Petitioner’s Anfwer, to the zhird
Repulfe; here let us be all Ear, all Aftonith-
ment! and [le the Syrophenician faid, truth
Lord, yet the Dogs eat of the Crumbs wbich
Jall from their Mafler’s Table ; It is, as if the
had faid, ¢ Lord, I confefs, the fews are
¢ Children, and I and my Daughter are
¢ Dogs, poor HEATHENS, no Members of
¢ God’s vifible Kingdom ; and that it is un-
¢ reafonable, that we who are Dogs, fhould
¢ be ferved before all the Children are fa-
¢ tisfied ; but Lord, I do not prefume to
¢ afk ,a full Manifeftation of thy Power and
<. Goodnefs to the Gentiles, till an Offer of
¢ Metcy is made to the /loff Sheep of the
- ¢ Houfe of Ifrael; I only beg a CRums of
¢ Mercy for myfelf and my poor Child, and
¢ Lord, though it is not cuftomary, to
¢ give whole Loaves prepared for Children
¢ to Dogs, yet they are permitted to pick up
¢ the Crumbs that fall from their Mafter’s
¢ Table, O let us have the fame Privilege ;
¢ I believe Lord thou haft a fufficient Full-
¢ nefs of Grace and Bleffing, to fatisfy the
¢ Children, and fpare us a few Crumbs!’
What Humility appears in this Anfwer, in
acknowledging herfelf to be 2 Dog 2 What
Modefly, in.begging no more but a Crumb ?
What Fuith, Fervency, and Ingenusty, in
bearing up under fo many Repulfes, in con-

tinuing
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tinuing her Suit notwithftanding of them,
and in' forming a Plea from a Refufal to in-
force it! The Iflue of this Struggle was ho-
nourable and comfortable, and Jefus faid -
unto ber, O Woman, great is thy Faith, be it
unto thee even as thou wikf: Hltherto, the
dear Redeemer put on a ftern Afpe, but
now he looks ferene, and fpeaks like himfelf, .
as fofeph,when he made himfeif known to his .
Brethren, faying, I am Fofeph ! Though di-
vers Graces fhone with uncommon Luftre,
in this amiable Lady’s heroine and exem-
.plary Condu& ; yet the greateft Honour is -
‘put upon her Faith (becaufe this honours
God more than any other Grace) the Great-
nefs of which, appears in her importunate
rfifting, after {fo many Diicouragements
and Refufals ; as Facob, who wreftled with
his God, and prevailed ; the as a Princefs,
fucceeded in her Suit, and obtained the
Blefling the defired! And truly Brethren,
the Way to get our Will, is to believe in
Fefs ! .\

. ANoTHER Inftance of our Saviour’s com-
mendmg a great Degree of FarTn, is the
Centurion, who waited upon our Saviour,
for the Cure .of his fick Servant; to whom
our Lord faid, be would come and beal bim ;
but this Roman CApTAIN anf{wered and
faid, Lard 1 am not worthy, that thou fouldf

- come
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come under my Roof, but [peak the Word only,
and my Servant fhail be bealed ; when Fefus
beard it, be marvelled, and jaid, verily Ibave
. not found o great Faith, no not in Ifrael; fee
Mat. 8. 8, 10. The Anfwer of this Gen-
tleman, was truly admirable, full of fingu-~
Jar Humility, Reverence, and  Faith: He
was loth that our Lord, fhould put himfelf
to the Trouble of going to his Houfe, a
Favour which he reckoned himfelf unwor-
thy of, nor did he think there was the leaft
Neceflity of his perfonal Prefence to effe&t
the Cure : Owly fpeak the Word, iaid he, and
my Servant [l z’ll be healed; he nobly believed,

that our Lord, had as abfolute controul
over Difeafes, as he over his Soldiers: An
Example of Piety and Humanity this, wor-
thy the Admiration, and Imitation of all,
and efpecially of fuch, who are of the mi~
litary Order! Once more,

For Eminence in this glorious Grace of
Faith, an honourable Title and Encomium,
were given to Abrabam, and are tranfmitted
to all Generations, as 2 Motive and Pattern,
to all his {piritual, as well as natural Off-
fpring, Rom. 4. 17, 22. I bave made thee a
Father of many Nations; who againft Hope
(or the outward Appearance, and gencral
Courfe of Things) delieved in Hope :
Raggered not at tbe Promife through Unbelt;;f;
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but was firong in Faith, giving Glory to God,
being fully perfwaded, that what be bad pro-
mifed, be was able to perform. After the
Promife of a numerous Pofterity, he had
no Iffue by Sarab, till they were both fo
advanced in Years, that it was utterly im-
probable, according to the Courfe of Na- '
ture: Twenty Years elapfed, before Ifaac

was born, this Son of his aged Years, this .

Son of his pregnant Hopes, this Son of the
Promife, the Staff of his Age, the Darling
of his Heart, his only Son, the Son whom.
he lrved, he is commanded peremptorily,
without any Reafon affigned, to sLAY, and
that with his own Hanp ; Oramazing Triall
‘what unfurmountable Difficulties attended
his Compliance ? How could it confift with
the moral Law; which is of invariable
Equity ? How with Reafon, with szmamty,
with natural Affection, with the Promife of
Gop to him, the Peace of his own Mind,
the Peace of his Family? How with his Hoe
nour, and the Credit” of Religion, that he
. thould flay bis Sen? But Abram being fully
convinced of a- divine arrant, notwith-
ftanding of all that has been faid, prepares
‘for a Compliance, and with an unparallel-
ed, invincible Firmnefs of Refolution, be-
gins it ; though the Child put an additional
Remora in -his Way, by his tender Appel-
\, latxon,

~
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lation, and innocent Query; Father bere
is the Wood, but where is the Lamb, for a
Burnt-Offering 2 'This Addrefs, in fuch
Circumftances, muft pierce an affetionate
Parent’s Heart, and make his Bowels turn
within him! Yet this extraordinary Man
flood the Shock, and remained immovable;
built the Aitar, bound his Son, laid bim on
it, zook the awful Knife, and firetched forth
bis Hand, to give the fatal Stroke, at the
very Throat of his Ifaac! ¢ Be aftonifhed,
¢ O Heavens, at this, and wonder, O Earth!
¢ here is an a& of Faith and Obedience,
¢ which deferves to be a Spe@acle to God,
¢ Angels, and Men! Abram’s Darling, Sa-
¢ rab’s Laughter, the Churches Hope, the
¢ Heir of Promife, lies ready to bleed and
¢ die, by his own Father’s Hand!” Here is
an Inftance of neroic FAarTH, that. merits
everlafting Admiration and Renown, an
Example, that our Duty, our Honour, our
Comfort, our Ufefulnefs, our immortal In-
ferefl, confpire to incite us (who profefs a
Relation to him) to imitate, with an invio-
late, unfainting Firmnefs, to our dying
Breath ! _

But the Mude of the Invitation, in our
"Text, is not only defigned to fignify the
Certainty, and great Moment of the Duty
enjoined, of coming to Chrift, or believing

in

[ T



e

. Convinced Sinners backward to believe. 337

in him : But, 2d, The Almighty’s Earnefi-

#nefs, to obtain our Compliance ; to this End, -
- Chrift Jefus fands at the Door and knocks,

faying, if any Man will-hear my Voice; and
open the Door, I will come in and Sup with
bim, and be with me: Rev. 3. 20. With
what Terms of Endearment does the blef-
fed Jefus accoft his worthlefs Bride, to ex-
cite her tu perform this important Duty ?
Cant. 4. 8. Come with me from Lebanon, m

Spoufe, look from the Top of Amana, from the
Top of Shenir and Hermon : Cant. 5. 2. Open
to me my Sifier, my Love, my Dove, my Un-

defiled, for my Head is filled with the Dew,

and my Locks with the Drops of the Night,

waiting for Admiffion, into the Heart I

have formed, and-which I only can fatisfy !
To this Purpofe, God cothmands, threatens,
invites, encourages, 1 §obn 3. 23. This is
the Commandment, that ye believe in the Name
of bis Son Fefus Chrift, be that believes not is
condemned already, be fball not fee Life, but
the Wrath of God abideth on bim; Jobn 3.

18, 36. Come unto me all ye that labour,

end are beavy Laden, and I will give you
Refh. - .
BuT the MopE of Invitation, fpeaks the

~convinced Sinners great Backwardnefs to

believe ; it is as difficult to perfwade a con-

Xx to

- vinced. Sinner to betieve, as the Secure -



338 Convinced Sinners Backwerdnefito believe.

to awake : The Secure have many Excufes,
¢. g. God is mercitul, I am nat fo bad as
many others, nor fo bad as I have formerly
been myfelf ; I have a good Heart, thank
God, and many good Thoughts, and mean
no Harm to any; I have never wronged a
Man of a Penny in my Life, and am no
Hypocrite, as many are: On the Contrary,
the Convinced have many Excufes againft
believing, which is owing to the following
Caufes, viz. 1ft, To our being born under
a Covenant of Works, the Veflels retain a
Tang of the Liquor firft put into it; zbe
Low is not of Faith, but be that doth the
Tbings written therein, fball live by them ;
i.e. he who perfonally, perfe&ly, and per-
petually obeys the Law, fhall obtain eter-
nal Life, by his Obedience, without Fartn
in a MEDIATOR - But we have broken the
Law, in our firft Parents, and therefore
Salvation by it, is now rendered impoffible,
for we are all condemned for Original Sin,
and curfed for the leaft AGual, Gal. 3. g,
10. Yet, though this Way be fhut up,
our natural Defire aftér. Salvation by it
continues. 2d, Another Caufe of our Back-
wardnefs to Believe, is our Igmorance of the
Gyfpel Method of Salvation, by Grace ;- the
natural Man does not . underfiand the Things
of the Spirit of Ged, and in part.i,cular:i he

' 0pe
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doés not clearly perceive the Difference,

between Salvation by the Lew, or by Grace; .

but ftill dreams contrary to God’s exprefs
Declaration, that iz is of bim that willeth,
and of bim that runneth, and not of God that

Sheweth Mercy. Mere fpeculative Knaw- .

ledge, will not divorce us from the Law,
as a Hufband ; let Men hear ever fo much
of the new Covenant Way of Salvation by
Grace, they have not a diftin@, affecting
View of it, till it be opened to them, by
the Word and Spirit of God, and therefore
even when they are awakened, they try to

cure themfelves by a more ftri& and earneft

Performance of Duty, and are amazed and

nonplufled, when they find this Method
_ does ndt anfwer their Defign! They labour -
to join the Righteoufnefs of Chrift, and their -
own, and make a patched, Cloak to fcreen

them from the divine Vengeance ; but they
may as eafily make a Rope of Sand, or
unite Light and Darknefs, fee Rom. 11. 3,

6. Gal. 5. 4. 13d, Pride oppofes Faith, it

goes againft the Grain to be beholden to
Chrift for a free Cure, hanghty Sinners
fcorn to ftoop to the humble State of Beg-
- gars, and therefore try to barter and truck
for Salvation with Almighty God, as if they

~ could keep even Scores with him, or bring -

Immenfity in Debt ;- they love the Spider’s

Xx2 . proud
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" proud Mottog 4 am Debtor to myfelf alone ;
and hence it is faid of the “fews, Rom. 10.
3. That being ignorant of God’s Righteoufnefs,
and going about to efiablifb their own, they
did not fubmit themfekves td the Righteoufnefs of
God. 'This is the Reafon why natural Men
fpurn with fuch Indignation againft the
Sovereignty of God, and grapple with him
for his Throne ; they cannot endure to think
of being under his Controul: No, inftead
of that, they will have their Creator de-
pendant on their Wills forfooth; and obliged
. to lacky after their infolent- and precarious
Nod! and tell fmoeth Stories, to palliate
their blafphemous Arrogance ; as if it was
right and reafonable, ,that they thould take
the Reins of Empire, and occupy Febovab's
Place : But Sinners muft bow, or be broken
in Pieces, humbled or damned ! 7. 28. 18,
20. Gal. 2. 16. <4th, Another Caufe of
Men’s Backwardnefs to believe, is FEar of
PrESUMPTION ;' prefuming of Mercy out of
God’s Way, was their Sin before, and the
Fear of prefuming in the Way of Duty, is
their .Sin now: It is, no Doubt, Prefump-
tion to expet Mercy, in the Way of Im-
piety and Unbelief ; but it cannot be Pre-
fumption to obey God’s pofitive Command,
and kind Invitation, in believing his faith-
ful Word, and accepting his grac,ibustf—
; ers:
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fers :” The Devil is as bufy to keep the Con-
vinced from #aith, as the Secure from Con-
viction ; and this he does as an Angel of
Light, under a Cloak of Friendthip; to the
Secure he favs, take care you do not Def-
pair, and to the Convinced, take care you
. do not prefume, by believing over hafhly,
before you are fufficiently prcpared tor it ;
and alas, the Mistortune is, he is foonct
believed than the God of Truth ! sth, Ano-
ther Caufe is, Ease in DuTIEs wiTHOUT
CHRIST; they mourn, pray, refolve, reform,
and thefe Things give them Eafe ; but alas,
Friends, this is a falfe Cure: Though thefe
Duties are good in their Places, as neceflary
Means to obtain the Favour of God, yet
they are not the End, they are not Chnﬁ
we muft be acquainted with him, or penfh
for ever : The flung Ifraelites muft Jook on -
the brazen Serpent, .or die in their Wounds ;
now, as Mofes lifted up the Serpent in the
Wildernefs, even fo muft the Son of Man be
lifted up, that whofoever believeth in bim fhould
not perifb, but bave eternal Life, fobn 3. 14,

15. If Duties would heal without Chrift,
then there was no need of his being fent
into the World.

From what has been faid, we may learn,
the Goodnefs and Love of God, in providing
fuch ‘a fuitable and fufficient Redeemer, for

fallcl\
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- fallen Mankir;d, and in ufing fuch humble.

Importunity, to perfwade them to accept

of him, and Salvation through him ! Tbkere -

15 @ Balm in Gilead, thereisa Phyfician there,

a Fountain is opened for Sin and Uncleannefs;

the Man Chbrifi Jefus 1s a biding Place from
the Wind, and a Covert from the Tempeft, as
Rivers of Waters in a dry Place, as the Sha-
dow of a great Rock in a weary Land (If. 32.)
bim the Lord bath anoimted, to preach good
Tidings to the Meck, to bind .up -the Broken-

bearted, and proclaim Liberty to the Captives, .

¥f. 61. Poor, miferable, blind, and naked
Sinners, are exprefly counfelled by Chrift

bimfelf, to buy of bim Gold tried in the Fire,

that they may be rich, white Raiment that they

be cloathed, and to amoint their Eyes with
Eye-Salve, that they may fee, Rev. 3. 17, 18.
In his immenfe, unwafted Fullnefs, every
Bleffing is contained, which guilty and in-
digent Sinners need, for it bas pleafed the

Fatbher, that in bim all Fullnefs fhould duwell.
- Come then, my guilty Friends, and wel-

come to an all-fufficient and compaffionate
- Saviour, and confent to be entertained, with
the beft Bleflings Heaven can afford, a Soul
receive, or a God can give, upon free Coft !
When we confider, my Brethren and Sifters,

the Value and Duration of this Provifion, .

‘the infinite Price whereby it was procured,
: the

e
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the Ffeemﬁ of the Offer thereof to all, yea
the very worft of Mankind, the independent
Majefty, and yet condefcending Importunity

of the Invyiter, together with the Meannefs .

and Vilenefs of the Guefls ; it is enough to
tranfport and ravith us ; be aftonifhed, O
Heavens, at this Prodigy of Love and Grace,
which is infinitely too big for the Thoughts
or Words of Men and Anoels, in Heaven
and Earth, for ever to conceive or exprefs!
Bebold what Manner of Love is this, that we
Jbould be called the Sons of God! herein is
Love, not that we lrved God, but that ke
loved us, and fent bis only begotten Son to be a
- Propitiation for our Sins! O the Depth of the
Riches, both of the Wifdom and Knowledge of
God, how unfearchable are bis fudgments, and
bis Ways paf finding out! O the Breadth,
the Length, the Depih, the Heighth, of the

Love of Chrift, which paffe:h Knowledge ! And

what Gratltude, dear Sirs, does this match-
lefs, gracious Love, deferve from us, for
ever ! What a Monfler then of Iniquity, muft
Unbelief be, that cafts a Slight upon all this
Love and Grace, thwarts the Defign both
of the Law and Gofpel, oppofes the gracious

Purpofe of God towards his Ele&, oppofes

the Purchafe of Chrift, the Agency of his
holy Spirit, oppofes all the Invitations, and

Promvfcs of the wholc Book of Gad, oppofes

all

A
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all the Difpenfations of divine Proysdence,
and makes them, where it habitually.go~
~ verns, of no effe! O horrid! This, this
then is the Sin of Sins, worfe than any
other, yea than all the Reft; and hence, -
when ‘the holyybpirit convinces the World
. of Sig, the'Iniduity that is only mentioned,
is Unbelief, as if there was np other, to fig-
" nify that jt is the worft of all ; as Faith is
.. the gardindl Grace, 1o is Unbelief the car-
_ dinal Sin; the GENERALISsIMO of all Sa<
tan’s. Troops, that leads them on to Battle,
and ranges them in Battalia, jobn 16. 8, g.
In this Monfter are grafped thefe malignant.
- . Ingredients, viz. Rebellion againft the high-
_eft Authority, 1 Fobn 3. 23. Ingratitude
againft the richeft Grace and Mercy, If 1.
2, 3. Blafpbewny -againft fupream Majen:ﬁ,
in charging Falthood upon the God of Truth,
1 Jobn 5. 10. Madnefs in contending with.
' Omnipotence, Murder in faftning the Guilt*
.+ of all other Sins, and entailing God’s Wrath
- and Curfe upon us for ever, Yobn 3.36.
Treafon againt Gop, and Confederacy with®
the Devil; hereby Men enlift under the
. Colours of the Prince of Darknefs, gratify’ |
> - his Spite, and obey his Orders, in. fighting -
. againft the Being, Honour, and Govern-i -
ment of God, fpitting in his Face, the Seat -
- of Beauty and Majefty, and defpifing his
e . "~ Grace

: ’{‘ vy "' .
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Grace and Love}! I therefore earneftly
befeech you to comply ‘with the Invitation,
in our Text ; to excite hereto, O confider,
the gracious Nature of Gobp ( Ex 34. 6.)
the dying Love of God (Rom. 8 .) his
Purpofe (Eph. 1. 6.) Promife (j’obn 6. 37.)
Power (Heb. 7. 25.) Grace (If. 43. 21, 26.)
and Invitations to the Chief of Sinners, the
Wretched, Poor, Blind, and Naked (Rew. 3. .
17, 18.) to all that labour and are heavy
laden (Mat. 11. 28.) to all that are a-thirft,
- and are willing to come, as our Text aﬁ'ures
us. Once more, confider that the Offers
of Mercy, are not by proper SALE, but by .
free fovereign GiFT, without any Righte-
oufnefs of ours as a Price of Purchafe; it is
called indeed a duying, to thew the poor
Sinners Willingnefs to give all he has, but
then that he is fenfible his All is nothing
to God, no Price, and therefore he buys as
a Beggar without Money, and takes the Water
of Life freely, AMEN.
'

N
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1: And yet this Hydra is quite overlooked, by the Pagas
Schemas of pretended Chriftianity, which our unhapoy Nation
abounds with, in this Day of Degencracy and Blafphemy !
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SERM O N XVI

‘JerEMm1AH 3. 22. Return ye backfliding
+ Children, and I will beal your Backflidings..

OTwITHSTANDING all the Good-
nefs of Gob, the People of Ifrael
treacheroufly departed from him,
‘as an adulterous Wife, from an

affe@ionate Hufband ; for which, divers
- Calamities were fent upon thcm, with
- which, the holy Spirit gracioufly co-ope-

rating, many had. an affeCting View,
both of their Sin and Punithment ; {o that
a Veice of Weeping and Supplication was
beard in the Places of public Convention,
they affetionately acknowledged their Ini-
quities, and earneftly implored Mercy : O!
that as we have imitated them in their
Sin and Punithment, we may be enabled
‘to ‘imitate them in their Wecpmg, Devo-
tion,

L e e il
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tion, and lepoﬁtnon, to return to the God
from whom we ftrayed. Verily, Brethren,
there is as great Neceflity, that our Places
of public Worfhip fhould be Bochuiwms;
for our Sins are more heinous, being com-
mitted againft greater Light and Love; and
divine Juftice is certainly difpofed to propor-
tion Calamltxes, to the Crimes of Oﬁ‘endPrs,
nor is there any Reafon to expet a nati-
onal Deliverance in Mercy, from the Di-
firefles we feel or fear, without a general
Repentance, and Reformation of Manners:
But thefe, would open a Door of Hope,
and diffufe a Gleam of Light upon our be-
nighted Nation, as on the People of Ifrael;
for behold, while they bemoan themf{elves,
" a gracious ‘God addrefles them in the loving
Language of our Text; Return ye back-
Siding Children, and I will beal your Back-
_/Izdmgs ‘The Words contain a gracious In-
vitation, in which four Things are obferva-
ble, viz. The Inviter, the blefled Gop;
the Perfons invited, the People of Ifrael;
the Duzy invited to, returning to God, a
Motiwve to this propofed, and I will beal your
Backflidings. And,

1. T Inviter is- the glhrious God, to
.whofe Service, they had bound themfelves
by Covenant Engagements; a Being who
'deferved their fuprcam Love, and humbleft

,, - Yy2 Homage ;

e rrr—
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Homage; becaufe of his fupream Eminence,
and communicative Goodnefs, in innumera- |
ble, immerited, and important Inftances !

2. THE Perfons snvited, more immedi-
ately the People of Ifrael (and mediately all
in their unhappy Circumfitances in after
Time) here called Children, which they
were in feveral Relpe@s, viz. by Creation,
thus all the human Race are Children of
God, for he has made of one Blood all Na-
tions ; by Covenant Dedication, in this Senfe
~ all the Nation of Ifrael are called God’s Son,
Ex. 4. 22. and fome of them were Children,
in a fpecial and faving Senfe, by Regeneration
and Adoption, the former of which commu-~
nicates the Difpofition of Children, and the
latter enftates in their Privileges ! Farther,

THE People of Ifrael, are- here called
backfliding Children ; the Almighty does not
caft them off, on Account.of their Decli-
nings in Religion, though they perhaps caft
off themfelves, and are caft off by others,
yet the gracious God owns them to be .his
Children ftill, in their loweft State; O ama-
zing, glorious Gooednefs ! This is Language
becoming the God of Love and Grace, for
none but a God would do thus! O poor
Backfliders, when you hear the great Febo-
vab actoft you in this endearing Manner,
after all your Wandrings, it is enough to

. revive
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vevive your difcouraged Hearts, and diffolve

them into the tendereft Contrition; who
would not love and ferve fo gracious a God, -

and hope for great and good Thmgs, from

Goodnefs and Love itfelf ? Here give me
Leave to fpeak of the NATURE, Kinps,

Causgs, and CoNseQUENCES, of Backfli-
ding in Religion.

1. WE declize in Sentiment, when through.

the Corruption of our own Nature, together
with the Stratagems of Satan, and artful

Colourmgs of h]S Inftruments, we depart, in

any Degree, from the Simplicity of the
Truth, as it is in Chrift, and embrace thofe

Do@rines, which flatter the Pride of Na-

ture, and tend to fix foolith Sinners, upon
the fandy Bottom of their own Wifdom,
Power, and Righteoufnefs, to the Difpa-
ragement of Chrift, and his Gofpel, and
the Ruin of many' Souls: Of this Stamp,
are Do&rines of a Light in all Mankind,
fufficient to Salvation, without the facred
Scriptures ; a free Will, in the Unregene-
rate, to do fpiritual Goed ; and of fuftifica-

tion, partly, or wholly, by Works; add to

thefe, the Arian, Socinian, and Deiffical

Schemes, whereby many have with fome

thew of Wifdom, endeavoured to banith the

' grand Peculiars of Chriftianity from the

arth ; but bis Church is buzlt upon a Rock,
agazrg/i
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againfl which the Gates of Hell fhall not pre-
wail : Wifdom will, in every Age, be jufii-
fied by ber Children. Corruption in Foun-
dation Principles, when long continued in,
under Advantages of Inftru&ion, is no
Doubt, an awful Symptom, of unhumbled
Pride, Self-Ignorance, and Hypocrify ; and
hence the Apoftle obferved, that fome went
Jrom them, becaufe they were not of them:
Yet it is certain, that truly pious Perfons, -
may not only err in lefler Points of Truth,
which is a common Cafe; but may for a
Time be dangerondly corrupted, in Matters
of great Importance, as appears from the
Cale of the Galatians, who by the Induftry
and Stratagems of falfe Teachers, were in-
duced, in fome Degree, as it would feem,
by the Epiftle infcribed to them, to warp
in the great Dorine of Fuflification, and
to flight the Apoftle Pszl, who was, under
Goad, a2 mean of their Converfion to him ;
and here it may be obferved, that as falfe
Dodtrines favour Decays in Religion, fo do
the Latter the Former; they are indeed
frequently mutual Caufes of each other.
Among the other Wickednefles of the pre-
fent Age, thisis one, that divers Pretenders
to a Monopoly of. Wifdom, "have with all
- their Art and Eloquence, laboured to re-
prefent the Docrines of Religion to be of
. little
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little or no Confequence, though our Saz-
wiour aeclares, that we are fanclified by them,
and Reafon i:felf teaches, that Sentiments bave
a Tendency to influence the Mind and Practice;
nor is it €aly to vindicate the Condu¢t of
divine Wifdom, in giving us fo large a
Syflem of DoCrines in the BisLE, if they
are of no Importance : Thefe Philofophers,
by their laboured Harangues, upona grace-
Jefs, chriftlefs Morality, have almoft banith-
. ed, not only Chriftianity, but even moral
Virtue (which they pretend a Veneration
for) out of the- Church, and World: May
God deliver his People from fuch Pagan
Preachers. There is an eafy and natural
Gradation, from Arminianifm, to Arian-
ifm, and from that to Socinianifm, and
Deifm ; and this is the Path that many have
trod in the prefent Age; let us therefore be
‘afraid of falfe Docrine (efpecially in im-
portant Points) Contend earneftly for the Faith
" once delivered to- the Saints, and be valiont
for the Truth upon the Earth; in the mean
Time, taking care to fpeak the Truth in
Love, and to proportion our Zeal for it, to
the various Degrees of Importance, of the
different Truths that compofe the Chriftian
-Scheme ; left the righteous God fend firong
Delufions, and ye believe a Lie, and be dam-
‘ned, 2 Thef. 2 11, 12. But,

z. We
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2. WE Backflide in Difpofition and: Prae-
tice, when we forget our firf# Love, and fall
Jrom our firf} Works; i. e. when our Views
of divine Things are darkned, our Love to
God and Man abates, and our Labours for
God’s Kingdom, as well as for our own
Souls are relaxed, either at Times wholly
negle&ed, or fuperficially performed; when
the Savour of Religion languifhes in' our
Souls, and we have no Appetste for fpiritual
Food, but are indifferent whether we attend
upon our Meals or not ; and are more ready
to carp at the Cookery, than to eat for our
Nourifhment, when no generous and pious

1

E Projes fire our Bofoms, and the Reproach

of Zion does not trouble us, when we want
to feather our Nefts, and fleep in a whole
Skin, more than to grow -in Holinefs, or
do Good ; when Credit with blind Folks is
s great Matter with us, and we fear the
precious-Crofs of Chrift, when the World
looks big in our Eyes, and its People wife

and amiable, while in the mean Time, we,

negle& and flight the Saints of God, that
are either poer in outward Eftate, or through
Backfliding, lean in their Seuls, and inftead
of praying for them, and covering their
Faults with a Mantle of Love, we aggra-
.vate their Blunders, and quite- fergetful of

| our
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our own, unmercxfully condemn the State
of their Souls.

Tue Caufes of Backfliding, are either
General, or Particular ; the general Caufes
are the Boab’ of Death within us, and the
numbcrlefs Devices of Safan, in concur-
rence therewith, which for the Sake of
Brevity, I thall wave, and proceed to {peak
upon the particular Caufes, which are prin-
cipally thefe following, viz. 1ft, Neglec? of
the Heart ; when Perfons take chief Care
about the Outﬁde, and feem ecafy if that
is regular, how wretched foever it is with-
in, and are rather defirous to have Praife of
Man, than of God ; this is the Beginning
of Sorrows, for the Heart is the Parent of
Aion, and when that is not attended to,
every Thing goes wrong ; in this Situation,
the Soul is like a Watch, when the Main-
Spring is not well fet; we are therefore
enjoined to keep the Heart with all Dili-
gence, becaufe out of it are the Iffues of
Life, Prov. 4. 23. 2d, Another Caufe is
Sloth, in refpec of the fecret Duties of Re-
ligion, fuch as frcquent ejaculatory Praycr,
and ftated Prayer, and Meditation in the

Cloffet, or a fuperﬁcxal Performance of

them : When the Spoufe made Excufes
about rifing to. .open to; her Lord, he pre-
fently thhdrew, Capt, 5. 3, 6 When

43 we
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we are negligent, God is grieved, our re-
lith of Religion abates, and we are gradu-
ally carried farther into the Spirit and Prac-
tice of the World : This deteftable Iniquity,
is at the Root of all Backflidings and Apo-
ftacies in Religion, for the Proverb is true,
That nemo_repente fit turpsfisimus; A Man
does not fit in the Scorners Chair at firft,
po, he firft ftands in the Way of Sinners,
and walks in the Council of the Ungodly :
O! itis no eafy Matter to perfevere to the
End, in a Courfe of religious Diligence
and yet the Sevour of Piety cannot be pre-
ferved without it: Itis cafy to begin well
to Appearance, but to continue (b Laber,
boc opus) is the grand Difficulty, and .yet
this is ncét:ﬁ'alg'x to crown the Scene ; for it
1s fuch only, that perfévere to the End who
fhall be faved. But, 3d, Another Caufe is
Unwatchfulnefs; when we do not watch
agam’t emptations to Sm, or for Oppor-~
tunities of doing and receiving Good ; this
nakes us an ealy prey to our \hgnlant and
cruel Enemi¢s, who are ftrong and nume-
rous, and we but weak and cérrupt: Qur
‘Honour and Safety, as well as the Credit
of Religion, do much depénd upon our
‘keeping 2 good Look-out ; unlefs we are
‘conftantly on our Guard, we fhall be foon
< tnfiidred and ta.ken by Surprize; to our
owri
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own Reproach and Lofs, and to the Shame
and Grief of thofe that fear God, whg' will
be wounded threugh our Sides: This Con-
fideration, juftly moved the Pfalmift, to pray
~ earneftly to his God, that none that fought

bim fhould be afbamed on bis Aecount ; a very

neceflary Petition fot us all; for we are in

‘the Body, in great and conftant Danger.”

And, dear Sirs, it would be much better
for us to be hid in the Duft, than to live
to the Difthonour of God: O then let us
firi®ly and fteadily obferve the importapt
Counfel of our Lord, to watch and pray,
Ieft we enter into Temptation : While others
are only watching to divért the Company,
we fhould watch for an Opportunity to put
in 2 Word for God, this would be as Apples
of Gold, in Pictures of Silver. 4th, Ano-
ther Caufe is, Trifling with Opportunities of

public Worfbip; ftaying at Home fome Times

without fufficient Reafon, and when they
- do come, do it not after earneft Endeavours
to get their Hearts in a right Frame, and
~ with ferious Defires to profit ; nor do they
attend ‘with Engagednefs, and afterwards
labour to digeft what they have heard, by
Meditation and Prayer : In fuch a Courfe,
nothing can be reafonably expeted but
Decays ; for as the natural Life cannot be
fu&amed without good and that d:gc{’acd
L z2
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fo neither cah the Spiritual : The Word
preached, is not only defigned to form,
“but to finith Faith, and perfe& the Body of
"Chrift, Rom. 10. 17. 1 Pet. 22. Eph. 4.
11, 12. We fhould therefore, as new born
Babes, defire the fucere Milk of the Word,
“that we may grow thereby, and with Meeknefs
receive ity tor unlefs it be mixed with Faith,
it will not profit us: We fhould attend,
sy Brethren, from a Principle of Obedience
to God’s Authority, with an Eye to his
" Glory, and our own eternal Happinefs ; for
he commands us %ot to _forget the Affembling
© of ourfeives together, asthe Manner of fome is,
Heb. 10. 25. and gracioufly promifes, that
where two or three are gathered teogether in
bis Name, be will be in the MidRk of them,
Mat. 18. 20. and that in all Places where
be records bis Name, be will come unto bis
 People, and will blefs them, Ex. 20.24. But
" to proceed, sth, Negled? of the frequent
-Exercife of Repentance and Fasth, is doubt-
lefs a Caufe of Backfliding; when Perfons
do not often. mourn over their Sins, and
oppofe their Conftitution Iniquity, they can
have no Confcioufnefs of Integrity, or -rea-
- {fonably expect divine Influence, Maf. §. 29.
. Rom. 8. 13." Nor is it_lefs ptejudicial to
. our Growth in Goodnefs, to neglect a fre-
- quent renewing of our Confent to the Terms

- of
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of the New-Covenant § and a reallizing by
Faith, the Perfections and Friendthip of
GOD, and a State of future Glory: We
fhould frequently exercife Faith, upon di-
vine Objects, and in particular, on the All-
* {ufficiency of God ; ke is infinitely more
than fufficient to latxsf'y our Souls in any
Sitvation, and without him there is none
to be had in any, that deferves the Name
his Love wili give Content in Rags,-and
" make Bread and Water fweet : Faith being
- the Condusf, whereby all divine Influence
is communicated from Chrilt to us; it is
therefore vain to expe@ Growth in Good- -
nefs, without the frequent Exercife thereof.
6th, Neglec? of living upon the Pramzﬁs, is
~another Caufe of Back/liding ; the Words of
God are not Yea, and Nay, uncertain like
thofe of Creéatures ; dut Yea, and Amen, of
“infallible Certainty : The Promifes are de-
* figned for the Support of our Faith, that
thereby Holinefs and Comfort may be pro-
moted-in-us, 2 Cor. 7. 1. Now when we
~either do nmot confider, or ftagger at the
. Promifes, it is no Wonder our Comfort and
- Progrefs in Holinefs are mar’d: The Pro-
- mifes are admirably fuited to all the Difh-
- culties of this prefent Life; confider in
Perplexity, Pf. 32. 8. in Danger, Pf. 32.
7 Pf 9I. 4. in Want, Philip. 4. 19..If.

33 16
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%3. 16. in Sicknefs, P/ 41. 3. in outward
Diftrefles, Pf. 46. 1. Deut. 33. 27. Rom. 8.
28. If. 27. 9. Heb. 12. 10. under the Power
and Guilt of Sin, Rim. 6. 14. Hef. 14. 2, 4-
J. 1. 8, 19. I 43. 25. if tempted by Sa-
tan, Rom. 16. 20. under Fears refpecting
Perfeverance, Jer. 32. 40. if dejeted, Fobn
16. 22. if deferted, If. §4. 7, 8. under Fears
refpecting Salvation, fobn 10. 28.
UNTHANKFULNESs to God, for his in-
numerable Benefits, and neglet of rejoscing
in Chriff Fefus, is another Caufe of Decays ;
when we take every Thing by the worft
Handle, are always complaining, and croud
‘Thank{giving into a Corner, how can we
grow ? Should we not iz all Things give
Tbanks 2 There is not one Difficulty that
we ever met with, that we could fpare
without Injury; they are all fuited by infi-
pite Wifdom, in refpe& of their Kind, Mea-
- fure,” Duration, and Time of Infliction, to
our fpiritual Advantage ; and what would
we have more? Should we not therefore
heartily blefs God for them all, feeing they
are Fruits of his fatherly Care and Love,
which is not a feminjne Fondnefs, but a -
mafculine AffeGtion, that profecutes the pro-
pereft Meafures to compafs the Good of its
Objet ! ‘But how fhall I be thankful for
Aflictions, feeing I have found no Geod

by
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by them A. Have not you, under them
been at Times humbled, as well as ftirred
up to pour out Prayers before God, with
unufual Importunity, and refolved to be
holy ? And are not thefe Benefits? Bat if
you fhould reject this Reply, God’s Promife
1s a fufficient Anf{wer, viz. that they fhall
werk together for your Good, in his Txme, and
Way; though no Affliction for the prefent is
Joyous, but grievous, neverthelefs it afterwards

T e.

4

yields the peaceable Fruits of Righteosfnefs, to

thofe that are exercifed therewsth ; God’s Go-
vernment over the World is holy and good,
be is wifé in Counfel, and wonderful in Work-

¢ng 2 But how can I I'CJOICC, ‘whoam fo full

of Sin, and of no Ufe in the World? 4. If
Sin be your principal Burden, it does not

reign, and therefore you will not be con-

demned. for it; and if you fincerely defire
to be of Ufe to Mankind, it is an Argument
of true Goodnefs: It fhould alfo be obferved,

" that there are different Kinds of Sernce,

becaufe of the different Stations in Life we
fuftain, and the different Talents we poﬁ'cfs,
fome more eminent, dire&, and difcernable,
‘and fome lefs fo; yet all acceptable to God,

~ through Chrift, and all ufefu]: Though

the Foor has not the Place, or Ufe of the
Eye, yet it is Neceffary, and of Service in

‘the Body _The Kind, Degree, and Times.

of
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of our Ufefulnefs, are fixed by the divine
Purpofe, to which Providence exa@ly.ger- -
reiponds ; Eph. 1. 11. with which, K we .
- fhould be fatisfied ; Duty is ours, but Sug:- ‘
cefs is God’s, and the: dqlc fhould :be left
to him ; we may be of more Service by.our
Prayers, and the filent Influence of good-
Examples, than we know oi’; nor will our.
future Rgcompence be commeniurate to our’
Succefs, but to our Fidelity in our Maf er’s
Service ; though Ifrael be not gatbered, yet if
fincere and laborious, we fball be precious in.
the Eyes of the Lord : But fuppofing we are.
in a great Degree ufelefs, will Murmuring
and ‘Unbeliet mend the Matter? No! but
rmake it worfe ! for bereby we oftend God,
and bresk our Conftitutions : Let us there-
fore be pleafed with God’s Providence, and
go-on in the Way of Duty rejoicing;! But
my State is bad, how can I rejoice ?. 4, If
iou have been flain by the Law, and gms
raced the Mediator without referve, in, gll
his Offices, and- in the general. Courfe, of
your Lwes, are endeavouring to come pu;
of this World, leaning upon. him, if
Temper of your Hearts, is for the ma
Part fpiritual; and you make Confcience of
your ‘Thoughts, Words, and A&ions’; if
‘you Love all pious People for Chrift’s Sake
2 cordxally, and are folhcltous to preferve. the -
B : Savopr
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Savour of Religion in your Hearts, and to
grow in Goodnefs in Lzfe 3 notwighitandiglg
of your Weaknefles, you are vitally unite

to Chrift, he is your Head and Hufband,

G 4

and therefore whatever Caufe you havé of =

Humiliation and Sorrow upon your own
Account, you have Caufe to Rejoice in him,
for he is your Righteoufnefs and your
Strength, and will be your Song at laft.
LET us therefore labour to get more into
the Spirit and Liberty of the Gofpel, by
avoiding judging of our State in a Time of
Defertion, for Objects cannot be difcerned’
in the Dark, and in that Situation we are
in Danger of paffing too fevere a Judgment
againft ourfelves, which is very prejudicial
both to our Comfort and Growth, If. so«
%o. Let us beware of condemning the
State of our Souls, becaufe we have not had
fuch a great Degree of Diftrefs as fome
others, or fuch Comforts, Sealings,.and
Progrefs in Religion ; if we have but the
Root of the Matter, ket us go.on towards
Perfetion, Heb. 6. 4. to be every now and

then digging up the Foundations of our ™
Hope, and. poring 00 much upon the Law;
tends to damsp our Spirits, difcourage us in
Religion, and keep us always in a State of

Infancy ; no, when the Law has done its
Work, in Slaying us, it is of no farther Ufe
) Aaa bug
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but to Guide our Condu&, and humble our
Spirits, for our Violations of it ; having felt
" the Spirit ot Bondage to Fear, let us believe:
in Jesus, in this we cannot be wrong, for
Cbrifl is the End of the Law, for Righteoiu)-
nefs to every onme that ‘believeth (Rom. 10. 4.)
this is tbe Commandment (1 Fobn 3. 23.) if
we were before wrong, this is the Way to
be right, and if right, to know it: O then
let us learn to Jve by Farth, ind not by
Senfe ; hereby we fhall Evidence ourfelves
to be the geruine Children of Abram, whd
Sflaggered not at the Promife, through Unbelief,
but was firong in Faith, giving Glory to God.
AnoTHuer Caufe of Backfliding, is Coto-
ardice in the Caufe of Gop, which is as of
fenfive to him, as prejudicial to us,” Mark
8..38. Olet us refign our Names, Eftates
Liberty, and Lives, into the Hands of God,
and rejoice in the Hope of his Glory, bear-
ing with Fortitude and Chearfulnefs, Suffer- -
ings for his Sake, from Sinners, or Saints,
or from both ; in this honeft, refolute, and
faithful Courfe, which is not’ ltke"to  fuit
well with an ungodly 'World, ‘or éven with -
backfliding, degenerate Chriftians, who have
got too much into the Spirit of it,” we' may
expet that the Spirit of ‘Glory, and of . Gbd,
‘w’”f{ﬂﬂfﬂ?} %S, . Sle ot
S ;- INEEDLESS

SETRIRP YL S
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Aﬁczatmg uﬁ th gracel ﬁ People dangerous 3 6: 3

NLEDLEss aﬂu‘zatmg with gracele]} Peo-
p]e, is-‘doubtleis, one Caufe of the prefent.
prevailing DeaDNEss 5 depart from the Fool'
ifb, and live, and walk in the Way of Under-
flanding. . When we make Companions of ,
the Ungadly, by frequent and unneceffary
Converle, they by their piaufible, but felfith .
fhew of Moderation and Prudence, draw
away our Hearts from God, and by De-
grees bring us into their Spirit; and indeed
the farther we get from God, we like them
the better, and no wonder, for we are like.
tbcm ourfelves : I do not hercby infinuate
any Thing againft oonvcrﬁng with them,
about neceﬁ'axy Bufinefs, or.in order to thexr
Cure, for that is commendable.. y

CovEToUsNESs is alfo 4 Caufe of the pre-
fent Degeneracy, df. 57. 17. For the Iniquity.
of : bis Covetouf ﬁ, I was wroth and [mote
bim,: I bid me, and was wroth. - The Bulk :
of :Mankind are fully ot Opinion, that Hap-.
pioefs.is to.be had in:Wealth, if we ‘may;
judge . of their Sentiments, by their' Con-,
duét and therefore they. fet their Hearts'
and Souls upod it, -and try«to get it with the-
utmoft Vehemence (per fos nefafg) by Hook -
and Crook, as the one Thing: needful, and -
they make the Bufinefs of Religion vail to
it 5 -now pious: Peaple, in Defertion, are apt
to be influenced by their Example, and for -

Aaaa a
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.« while to run in the fame Goofe-Cha¢e, ‘to

. their Shame and Lofs; it is true, when
Perfons are firft converted, having ‘near
Views of God, and divime Things, the
- World looks fo mean and contemptible in
their Eyes, that they are apt to run to an
extream in neglecting it, which the Ungedly
take good Notice of, and cry out with great
Refentment, they are Idle, they wre lale?
Scandalum Magnatam | Great is Dianab of
¢he Ephefians, the People will be ruined by
boarmg {o many Sermons: But afterwards,
when pious People are at a Diftance from
their God, their Minds are fo blinded, that
+¢hcy regard the World too much, and en-~
J$értain foohih Expe@ations ‘from it, which
:they find baﬂled by repeatcd Expenence -
X 1may add,’

. “THAT- Pnde is a grcat Caufe of Back-
fiiding 3 when Perfons go out of the Places
Providence has put them in, and meddle
with Things too high for them, Pf r33. 1,
When they refufe that Honour to “others

~which is due, are Mafterly and Cenforous,
th:s Iniquity God abbors, and punifles, Tfames
3.1 and 4. 6. If. 65. 5. Fames 2.13.

- ANoTHER Caufe of Backfliding, is finning
¢gam/i Light; hereby the Heart 1s hagdened,
and the holy Spirit grieved, who'in order to
pumﬂx this Huven-darmg Imquxty, .
draws -

L e A sl Al s AMNRPR—
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e draws his. feahng Inﬂuences, Eplr 4%30

Faxther

NreLecT of the Gammmmn of .S'amts,
.kecpmg fhy -of thofe’ that fear God, ot ,
. fpeaking at proper- Seafons, in'.a.humble

- -Manner, of our Chriftian Experiences, con-

.\ trary: to the Plalmift’s Pra&ice, Pf. 66. 16.

- and not-aflociating for Prayer, and religious
lecourfe, Mal. 3. 16, 17. Again, .

" 'NeeLECT of private Fafling, and extra- s
ardmary Prayer, in fectet; under Tempta-
_tions; 1 a Caufe of declining in Religiony
- extraordinary €ircumflarices, require extra-
-otdinary Meafures, and are. not, like to: be
‘anfwered without them, Mat. 9. 15. Hhen
the Brzdegroam fhall" be. taleh roin them,. them
- foall they faf ; when a Meflengér of Satan -

- was fcnt to buffet Paul, he befought: the

Lord thrice, 2 €r.'7. 8. 1 may add,”

' THE Negledt of frequent and atmmw
Robadin og the boly Scrzptares, an’ Evil, | °
, prcgmmt‘ with ‘8in, ‘and Danger, afid’ yet’ = °
alas, top general among us!  Once fhore,” *

. A glorisis Work of God’s boly Spirit, in’

:»thns “Land’ (fome: Years fince) tin the Gom~ -
iltion and Coh;erf;n c:f’ many Smncrs,fhas .
‘béen  unjnftly  fandered, .and ungratefully |
oppo/ed?mb zvhnch ‘great Injury -has. bcci

.. flene Jo the Souls-of Men: Probably ofie ~

-B.ufon of thb Leznncfs "Saul that fa.

- R niuclt
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much obtains, 1§ that that Imqmgy hzs nots
been fufhciently laid to Heart ! , ;
. "Now the CoNseQUENCEs of. BAcK-
SLIDING, are DREADFUL, for it makes Life.
uacomfcrtable, unprofitable, and dangerous;
without the Sun, this World would be a
melancholly Place, and fo it is with. thafe.
that fear God, when’ they enjoy not the;:
Shining of the Sunof Righteoufnefs ? What -
Heart have fuch to do, or endure any Thing .
for God, no! many of them have encugh
td do, to kcep therr Heads above the Wa-
ter, and are in continual Danger of making
Rchglon‘ and its Friends, ftink .in the
Noftrils of the Inhabitants of thc Land, by
th grofleft Impieties ! :
*To what Degree and Duratxan, BACK-
SLIDING may extend, in fuch who have the ;
Root of the Maiter in them, the Scriptage
isfilent, only thus far we are informed, by
tite Inftances of the- Churches of Epbefus, .
and ‘Sardis; that pious People may. foria..
Time, forget their firft Love, and fal frqm
tlmr ﬁ"_/i %rks and tha‘ tbf ‘I‘btﬂ S tbath
maz'n, may be rea@ to die. (Re‘v. 2.3 ).
that they may fall into grofs Crimes, wit= «
ZstLor s dlm'eﬂ ;nd Drunkmnels, DAviD’s
ultéry and Murder, SoLoMqN’s Uallitys,
and Worfhipping falfe God’s; ,ng%Asrg- :
nern, and Micrcom; and PeTER’s Denial
of

v — T bt e e e citasatied
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Toe Corgléqaenm gf Backfliding. 367
of his Maﬂer, with Curfes, after all his

\Conﬁdcncc, dreadful Inftances, yet encou-
raging to the Wounded, for which’ Purpofc
T now mention them! It is probable, that
Davip continued ftupid, after his Impiety,
till ' NaTHAN reproved him, which was’
Nine Months at leaft ; but how long Sol-
on continued jn his W:ckednefs, the Scrip-
ture faith not, which Silence, is doubtlefs
defigned, to leave a.Door of Hope to thofe,
who have wandred very far, and very long,
From God, and'to encourage their returp
tohim ! In this difmal Cafe, many try'to

‘tear up their Hopes by the Roots, and are’

‘forry when they cannot get it effected ! By
‘this ‘Method, they are difcouraged, and.
made to roar, their Moiffur: is turned intp
the Drought of Summer, their Bones 6rokga,
and with HEMAN they are almoft difiratted )~
- ‘SoME deferted Perfons are like a Tree'in *
the Winter, on which you can fee neither,
Leaves nior Fruit, they get to fuch a Length’
of Impiety, that they are condcmned by
themfelves, "and all' around them ? Was it
not ftrange in pious King Assa, who inftead _
of receiving the Prophet’s’ Warnin wnth
Mecknefs, imprifoned hirh ; and ‘il

firange in Jonaw, ‘that he nmpudently ca-
v:led w;th God lumﬁ:lf about a Tqﬂe, .a,nd

t
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told him to his Face, hedid well to be angrj‘ ,
O the awful Power of Temptation and De~
fertion ! What Feathers are the beft of Men
before their Force? For God’s Sake then,.
let thofe that Rand, take beed left they falloee
But the. ,

. 3 PARTICULAR in the Invntatnon, is the
Dut invited to; Return, < That is, bewail
« and abhor your Offences, and yourfelves
« for them ; reform trom them fpeedily and
- « fincerely, and believe that I am willing

. “and able to help you; behcve that my

. < Grace is not only free at, “firft, but ever

+ " <after; ‘the Top-Stone of this fpiritual
. ¢ Building, is brought forth not by ﬁuman
_ ¥ Might and Power, but by the Spirit of
" .~ <the Lotd of Hofts, with Shoutings, cryin

¢ Grace, Grace unto it (Zac. 4. 6, 7.) t'glg .

¢~ .. ¢and enlarge your Thoughts of my Good-

“ « “nefs, and my Grace, and Hope in my

-, +* Mercy, _ which endures for cver? o

. But the :

,- -%4. PARTICULAR in our Text, is the |
o ENCOURAGEMENT PROFOSED, . and Iwill ‘
% beal your Backflidings. 'This gracious Pro-

* % .mife includes Remiffion of the Guilt of Sin; ,
' ‘Subdudion of its Power, and the Comforts
" of the Holy Spirit ;~1, for my own Name;
Sake will ot out your Imguztzes, and for-

; ! -« l’.‘" . . N g’w
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give your Sins; faith Jehovah. - He giveth -

Power to the Faint, and to thofe that bave

no Might, be encreafes Strength : He likewife '
comforts thofe that are caft down. Very me- '
morable are the Words of God by the Pro- °

phet Yaiab, I will not contend for ever, for

the Spirit fhould fail before me 5 for the Ini- -

quities of bis Covetoufnefs, 1 was wroth and
Jmote bim, and be 56’71[ on_frowardly in the

Way of bis Heart : But what follows for

fuch a perverfe Behaviour ? Wrath and
Vengeance; no! be aftonithed; O my Soul,
at the gracious Declaration of God ! I bave
Jeen bis Ways, and will keal bim 5 I will lead
bim alfo, and reflore Comfort untobim, and

to bis Mourners. The dear Redeemer’
makes the Bones that are broken to rejoice,”

his poor People are as glad as if they had =
never backflidden : Where Iniquity -gas a-"

bounded, Grace does {Ometimes much more

absund. Shall we fin that Grace may a-
bound’? The Damnation of fuch is juft.

Frowm this Subjet we may learn,

1. Tue deep Corruption of the beft of
Men ‘in their Bent to backflide from the
blefled God ; ffer. 2. 11, 12, 13. Hath a
Nation changed their Gods, which are yet ng
Gods, but my People bave changed their Glory,
Jorthat which doth not profit. O this fhould
excite the deepeft Abafement, and ftricteft

" Bbb “Wateh
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Watch over ourfelves, and the greateft
Tendernefs over fuch as bave fallen, whem
" awe fbould reflore with the Spirit of Meeknefs,
scifideving that we ourfelves are alfo in the Bo-
dy ; and that it is by meer Mercy that we
have been prefervd from the greateft
- Crimes. .

2. WE may learn the glorious Grace of
God, inviting fuch Backfliders to return in
the endearing Manner here exprefled ; Re-
turn ye backfliding Children,  and I will beal
your Backflings. O the Breadth, the Lengtb,
the Depth, the Heighth of the Love of Chrifl,
which paffeth Knowlege ! O the Wonders of-
his Grace ! Let us therefore who have back-
~ flidden, imitate the Example of the Peni-
tents in our Text, and fay, Bebold we come
unto thee, for thou art the Lord our God.
The penal Confequences of our Departure
from God, are parallel to thofe of the Peo-
ple of Ifrael, and our Obligations to return,
more than parallel, becaufe of the fuperior
Privileges we enjoy. Hark, poor deferted
Believers,  your compaffionate Father invites
you to come to him, and promifes to heal
your Backflidings ; O godlike, glorious
Grace ! Alas he does 'not invite me, for I
am not his. 4. You fometimes thought

~ he
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he lov'd you, and felt Love to him, you
thould remember the Hill M1zaR, the Days
of God’s right Hand, the Word on which
he caufed you to hope; for he is the fame
ftill, and loves to the End; he does not
difdain to call you Children for all your
Wanderings, and why thould you difown
your relation to him ; no! you thould call-
him, Abba Father, and plead your relation !
It cannot be that I thould be a Child of his
and backflide fo far. 4. You fpeak with-
out Book ; the Almighty has not told you
" in his Word how far a Child of his may
. -backilide, and therefore the rule you go by
is a Fancy or Delufion ; why will you gra-
tify Satan in reje¢ting  the Wifdom and
Goodnefs of God againfkt your own Souls ?
You would honour God, and a& more
like a Child of Abrabam, if you hoped a-
gainft Hope. I grow worfe and worfe,
there’s no Body like me. 'A4. What fignify
thefe Glooms 2 We ‘fhould walk by Faith,
and not by Senfe. You do not know others
Hearts, elfe you would think them as bad ;
but if the Cafe was really fo, thereis no
reafon for Difcouragement, becaufe God’s
Grace is free ; be will beal your Backflidings,
and lové you freely : Whether they be more
Bbba2 or



372‘ Objections anfwer’d.

or lefs ; where he has not limited, you
thould not. Believe, and be ¢efiablifbed.

SER:




SERMON . XVIL

Hosea 2. 6, 7.  Therefore bebold I will
bedge up thy Way with Thorns, and make a
Wall that fbe fball not find ber Paths : And
Jhe fhall follow after her Lovers, but [be
Sball not overtake them 5 and fhe fhall feck

- them, but fball not find them : Then fball
Jhe fay, I will go and return tomy firf}
< - Hulband, for then was it better with me

'~ than now.

H O 8 E that feared God among
the People of Ifrael are, inthe
preceeding Verfes, enjoined to

fay to their Brethren, Ammi, and

to their Sifters Rubama : i.e. Tell them
‘they are my People, and have obtained
Mercy ; which was indeed the Cafe of all
of them in refpe& to external Dedication,and
of fome in a faving Senfe. In the r%mfan
. ‘ ime
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Time they muft plead earneﬁl'y with their
Mother the Jfewi/h Church and Nation con-
cerning their Idolatries, here juftly termed

Hboredoms and Adulteries, becaufe they were

Breaches of their Marriage Covenant with
God, and tu let them know how ditpleafing
they were to him ; that they had hereby
forfeited their rizhz to the Privileges of that
rclatwn, anl d»[crvcd a Divorce ; and that

if they did not repent ard reform, the Al-

mighty weculd {ue it out againft them.

Plead with our ”fazber, plead, “remenfirate
plainly and pungeuly aaintt the Church
to which you are fo near l’v related, for fheis-
not my Wife ; fhe is not a’e jare, bv right ;

fhe deferves not this Honour, heving “for-
feited it by Male-condu&, and fhe fhali not

. belong fo a¢ fato, in Fa&, if fhe perfifts in
-violating her Faith, and abuﬁng my Pati-

ence bv her Lewdnefs, I willfirip ber na-
ked, niake ber asa Wildernefs, and flay ber
with Thirft : 1 wilknot kave Mercy npon her
Children,  for tbey be the Children of HWhore-
dems, 1. e. I will deprive her entirely of all
her Comfort, Defence and Ornament, and
expofe her and her fpurious Defcendants to
the moft diftrefling and deftructive Calami-
ties !  The reafons of this Severity are men-
tion’d in the sth Verfe ; For their Motber
bath done (bamefully 5 fhe faid I will go after

"y
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my Lovers, that give me my Wool and my
Flax. She was impudent and refolute in
her Impiety ; I will go after my Lovers ;
and with the greateft Unkindnefs and Injuf~
tice afcrib’d to their Influence the Benefits

fhe receiv’d from God : But obferve what -

the proudly calls ber Wool and ber Flax, as
if they were hers more than in Fee-fim~
ple, the Almighty juftly calls his, and
threatens to recover out of her Hands;
thereby intimating that the Right of Crea-
tures is only a right of Ufe (2s Tenantsat
Will) which is by Male-condu& forfeited,
and reverts to the Original Owner, who is
by Creaticn abfolute Lord over all Nature.
I will bedge up thy Way with Thorns, and
make a Wall that fbe fball not find ber Patbs :
q. d. < Becaufe this People are fo fhamelefs,
¢ impetuous and boundlefs in their Lufts, 1
¢ will deal with them as Men do with un-
¢ ruly and rambling Beafts, viz. Set a
Hedge of Thorns about them, A. e. Encom-
pafs them with Wars and other Calami-
which fhsll wound and pierce them, that
if they will follow their evil Courfes, they
thall ‘have but little. Pleafure in them ;

n n ”n A

~

¢ but if thefe are infufficient to reftrain

¢ them, and they impioufly attempt to
< force their Way through the Hedge of
¢ Thorns : I will make a Wall ; i.e. In-

: ¢ creafe
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creafe the Number, and heighten the De-’
gree of their Diftrefles, and make them
infurmountable, that though they follow
after their Lovers they fball not overtake
them ; they fhall be fo environ’d and im-
mur’d with a Train of great and growing
Calamities, that even though they attempt
to gratify their corrupt Inclinations, they
fhall not be able to effetthe Defign againft
my Honour and their own Happineis, no
¢ more than they can by a fudden’ Sally
¢ break through or leap over a ftrong and
¢ high Wall.” Such indeed was the Affri-
an Army under Salmanezar to the fews ; it
coop’d them up in the City of Samaria du-
ring the Space of three Years, and at laft
fripp'd them to the Skin, and carry’d them
captive to a ftrange Country : And fuch was
Sennacherib, who took all the fenced Cities
of Fudab (2 Kings 18.) In the mean Time
Encouragement is imply'd in the Word
~ LEAST, that in ‘cafe they abandon’d their
Impieties, the threatned Judgments would
beaverted. Then fball fhe fay, I will goand
returnto my firfp Hufband : Firft, both in te-
fpet of Time, of Dignity and Right ;- for
then was it better with me than now : Being
wearied in the Greatnefs of their Way with
. fruitlefs Labour and vain Purfuit, and being
- afbam’d of their Hopes, like the Trooﬂgs of
ema,

<
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Tema, and dif| pairing“of Help and Satisfaction
from their Idols in Time coming, and like-

‘wife remembering the Comfort they for-

merly had in God, as a Hufband; they
now refolve to return to him in earneft, and
without Delay. From the Text, I may
obferve thefe Propofitions ; 1ft, That fome
who are pious, do at Times, greatly decline
in Religion. And, 2d, That to reduce
them, the Almighty fends many and great
AffliGions. And, 3d, That when thefe are
fandtified, they difpofe them to return to
their firft Hufband, becaufe it ,was better

with them then, than now. Having fpoken.-.
upon. the Subje® of Backfliding, in the -~
preceeding Difcourfe, I fhall wave the firft .

A
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Propofition entirely, and proceed to the
two remaining : The firft of which is,
THAT to reduce pious People from their
Wanderings, the Almighty fends many and
great Affli&ions upon them, he bedges up
their Way with Thorns, and makes a Wa/’l.\
He embarrafles the Councils, croflecs the
Meafures, and difappoints the Expectations
of his backfliding People ; he at firft, lays
leffer Sorrows upon them, in refped of
their Names, Bodies, Eftates, or Relations, -
to keep them from their IpoLs; but if this
Method fails of Succefs, Jemovan fends

-heavier .Calamities, and raifes fuch Barriers

Cce n
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in their Way, as they cannot furmount, to
gratify their perverfe Inclinations ; :which
through the dreadtul Influence of long De-
fertlon, and violent Temptation, they are
. in a Manner bent upon ; if bis People Sin
againft bim, be will chaflife their Iniquities
with Rods, and their Tranfgreffions with
Stripes 5 if they walk contrary to bim, be will
walk contrary to them, and punifh them feven
Times for their Iniquities. And indeed no
other Method will promote their Intereft;
for a Series of eafy Honour and Profperity,
in this Situation, would but increafe their
Pride, Senfuallity, and Ingratitude: The
fatter they grow, the more with Fefburun,
they kick againft the tender Bowels of their
‘BenefaCtor ; and therefore he multiplies
Diftrefles upon them, until they come tu
their Serfes, humble themfelves before him,
and ftop in their wicked Career: And fome
Times they are fo fenfual and ftupid, that
one or two Diftrefles do not anfwer the End;
but Decp muft call unto Deep, before they
awake to purpofe, and turn to-their God!
Well if the Cafe be fo, that the Defign of
the Almighty in affliting us, is to reduce
us from our Wanderings to his Bofom, that
" he may impart fublimer Sweets, than this

Earth affords ; if he chaflens us, that we may
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not be condemned with the World?2 What .
Reafon then have we to blels him for his

fatherly Love and Care, and fubmit with-
eut Murmuring to his Rod ? W% have bad
Father's of our Flefb, who correited us, and
awe gave them Reverence, fball we not mueh
_rather be in Subjeition to the Father of Spirits,
and live & Heb. 12. Why fhould a living Man
complain, a Man . for the Punifbment of bis
Sins 2 Let us then bumble ourfelves under
- the mighty Hand of Gud, ftretched out in
perfonal domeftic, or national Calamitics,

that in due sze he may I ﬁ usup. I proceed -
to the :
2. PROPOSITION viz. That when Afficki-
ons are [antlified, they difpofe pious Perfons to
return to thesr firft Hu/baﬂd becaufe it was
better with them then, than now. The Truth
of this Propofition, is fufficiently evident
from the Text. Here let us enquire, 1ft,
When AffliGtions are fan&ified? 2d, What
Sort of a Hufband Chrift is? 3d, What it
is to return to him ? And, 4th, Open the
Force of the Spoufcs Enducement, by
- fhewing in Contraft, wherein it appears
tter to be near Chrift, than to be far from

‘him. I return to the

1. ProposeD, v1z. to thew when A&hc-
tions are fan&ified. Now this is, 1ft, When
we difcern Gop to be their AvThor; is
Ccc 2 : thire
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there any Evil in the City, and I bave not dete
'4t, faith the Lord. (Amos 3. 6.) That is,
EviL of PunisyMENT ; for moral Evil,
the Almighty cannot be acceflary to, be-
caufe of his infinite Purity : We are apt to
pore too much upon the immediate Infiru-
ments of our Sorrows, while in the mean
‘Time, we overlook the fupream Dire&or
of all Events, who juftly punifhes ‘us by
them ; this foolith Condu& tends to leaveén
our Minds with Revenge againft our Fel-
‘low-Creatures, to- our own Prejudice ; but
when we look above them all to God, and
‘confider that he ufes them, as a Rod in
‘his Hand, to chaftife us for our Offences
againft him, and that however unreafona-
ble the Inftrument is, God is righteous;
this Method calms the Soul. And, 24,
When we difcern our Sins to be their pro-
‘curing Caufe, furely againft me is be turned,
faith the Church. 3d, When we difcern
Reformatson to be their Defign; and that
they come from fatherly Love ; whom God
brveth be chaflens, and [courges every Son be
receiveth, Heb. 12. And,, 4th, When we
endeavour fincerely to comply with this
Defign, by bumbling ourfelves under God’s
Hand, confefling our Sins, and - bewailing
them, confeffing the Righteoufnefs of God’s
Judgments, and our Inability to deliver

ourfelves
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mrfelves from them, praying frequently
nd earneftly for Forgivenefs, If. 26. 16. by
efolving and endeavouring te reform from
be Caufes of God’s Difpleafure, without De-
2y, and with full Purpofe of Heart; in
his Way, we may Hope for Relief, upon
n infallible Foundation, 2 Chron. 7. 14.
fmy People which are called by my Name,
'all bumble themfeives, and pray, and feck
1y Face, and turn from their wicked Ways,
bew awill I hear from Heaven, ana forgive
Yeir Sin, and beal their Land. When Abab
umbled himfelf, though a bad Man, the
\mighty took Notice of it, and would nct
fli@ the Judgments. threatned in his Day;
nd of the Ninivites, it is faid, Fom. 3. 10.
‘od faw their Works, that they turned from
seir evil Way, and repented of the Evil that
2 faid be would do unto them, and did it not :
low if the Almighty takes fuch favourable
Totice of the Humiliation and Reformation
f unregenerate Perfons, will he not much
10re of his own People? Yes furely; but

rithout this, our Miferies will be conti~

ued, Hof. §. 15. I proceed to the
2. Prorosep, which was to enquire,
wbat Sort of @ Hufband Chriff is? The dear
.edeemer is a Hufband hononrably defcended,
1¢ Son of God, by Nature, he is amiable in
all
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all Refpes, as God, he poflefles all his
Father’s Excellencies ; as Man, he is holy,
harmlefs, undefiled ; as Mediator, the hy-
poﬂatncal Union of the human and divine
Natures in his (acred Perfon, his Offices, his
Sufferings for poor Sinners, and Obedience in
their Room and Place, render him wonder-
ful and amiable ; efpecially when we con-
fider the Fullnefs and Suitablenefs of the
_ one, and the Depth and Defign of -the
other, together with the Majefty of his
Perion, and the Meannefs and Vilenefs of
thofe he came to feek and fave ; he is inex-
proflibly rich, befides the Riches of his
Godhead, which are immenfe and incom-
prehenfible ; all Fullaefs dwells in bim as
Mediator ; he is Lord of the Univerfe, and

King of the Church ; all Nature and Grace

ase under his Chcck and at his Difpofal ;
he is the Rq/brre&mn and the Life, and car-
ries the Keys of Hell and Death ; #¢ Low
was given by - Mofes, but Grace and Truth
came by fefus Chrift ; his fpiritual Riches
are fublime, fatisfaCtory, eternal! He is
an affeclionate Hufband, who loved us with
an everlafting Love, and therefore with
Joving Kindnefs has drawn us; his Regard
to us before Time, is the Source of all the
fpecial Kindnefles he fhews us in it: He
Joved us in our Blood. and bid us live; and

has
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1as given the moft fubflantial Expreffions of
Affection, by afluming an inferior Nature
or us, and enduring therein an accurfed
Death, by bearing with innumerable Up~
;mdneffcs in us, and after repeated Breaches
f Covenant, by inviting us to his Embraces,
bou haft played the Harlot with many Lovers,
et return to me, faith the Lord ; O glorious
5race and Love !-—As he is the Hifiom of
70d, fo he is the Power of God, able to
sreak the Bars of Death, and conquer:
he Powers of Darknefs, able to do abun-
lantly above what we can afk or think.—-
e is a generous Husband, he makes his
Sride comly, through -his Comlinefs, and
hough fhe brings nothing with her but
Jcformity and Guilt, he bequeaths upon
er a Dowry of more Value than Millions
f Worlds! He s an everlafling Hushand;
he Alpha and Omega, Death that diffolves
he tender Ties of other Relations, ratifies
his ; which much commends its Worth.
Now to be married to him, fuppofes a Di-
rorce from the governing Love, and habx—
ual Pra&ice of Sin (P/f. 97. 10. 1 Fobn 5.
18.) as well as from the Law, in refpeh
f Dependance (Phil. 3. 7.) and fuch a
Jifcovery of his Excellency, Ability, and
_ove, as excites earneft Defires after. him
’szltp 3. 8. Mat. 5. 6. AFs 11. 23)and
. implies.
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implies a deliberate, unreferved Confent, to:
accept of him as a Hufband, with 8 fixed
Refolve to perform the Duties of a Wife,
wiz. Love, Reverence, Obedience, and an
inviolate Adherence to the Marriage-Cow
venant; the Confequences of which, are
Fellowthip in his Love, and a confcienci-
ous Endeavour to perform the Duties of
Marriage, 1 fobm, 1. 3. Als 24. 16.——

But I proceed to the - ’ o
" 3.FPRroposeD, which was to enquire,what it
is to return to him. Thisincludes a clear and
diftrefling Difcovery of the Miferies of his
Abflence, compared with the Comforts of his
Prefence ; ferious Deliberation thereupon,
together with an affeCtionate Bewailing over
our Sins, the Caufes of his Departure from
us. In this Cafe, the awakened Penitent,
with Epbraim, bemoans himfelf, pours out
Floods of Tears, and fills the Air with Sighs
and Groans ; he determines to forfake all
‘his Sins in general, and his Conftitution Sin
in particular, and to perform all the Duties
required of him, at all Adventures; his
Soul goes out after the dear Redecmer,
with vehement Saillies, and renews with
Freedom its Confent to the Articles of the
‘Marriage Covenant, and is laborious in-
performing the other Dutics enjoined, to
obtain an Affurance of his Love, and to
- ‘ walk

L4
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alk’ worthy of it; now this Duty fhould-

done without the leaft Delay, and with

e moft dstermined Purpofe of Heart, and | .

1ly that is the Cafe, when the holy Spirit
lcends from on High. The

4. PrRoPOSED, comes next te be confi-
red, which was 7o open the Forse of the
oufe’s Enducement to return to ber Lord;
+ thewing in Contraff the Bensfits of his
mefence, and Miferies of his Abfence: Or,
other Words, wherein it is better to be
ar him, than far from him. In his Pre-
we; we have the following valuable Bene-
5, viz. 1ft, Reff; thofe that do believe,
1s the Apoftle, enter info Refl; they have
t only a Right to, and Profpe&t of Reft

s

another World, but poffefs a Degree of .

amidft the Sorrows and Labours of this; - -

turn to thy Ref, O my Sonl, faid the .

almift, for the Lord bath dealt bountifully -
'th thee ; he had wandered from his God,
id fought for Reft among Creatures ; but .

ing difappointed of -his fond Hopes, and
ed with his vain Purfuits, he returns
hamed of his Sin and Folly to his Ged,

d having obtained the Light of his Coun~ -

nance, refts under the Shadow of his
’ing, and in the Embraces of his Bofom..
1, Delight 5 1 fat down: under his Shadow
ztbgreatDelngt faysthe Spoufc,andbuFrm

Ddd - was

1)
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was fweet to my Tafle. There is fome Thing
in the Love of Chrift, which is exally
fuited to the relith of a renewed Ssul ; their
principle Defires are after Pardon of Sin,
Peace with God, Holinefs in Heart and
- Life, and a well grounded Hope of future
Bleflednefs ; all which, the Love of Chrift
gives Affurance of, and therefore muft needs
yield Delight; other Things flatter, but
deceive our Hopes, and can no more fatisfy
the Mi»/. than Gravel the Sfomach; but
this being fpiritual and immenfe, gives folid
and fatista&tory Nourithment to the Soul,
as Marrow and Fatnefs to the Body. 3d,
Wonder ; fuch as have a juft View of the
Majefty and Purity of God, and of their
own Meannefs and Vilenefs, myft needs be
aftonithed’ at the Love of Chrift, which
pulls them back from the Brifik “of Ruin,
and will not fuffer them to deftroy them-

felves! 4th, Praife ; the Soul is hereby in-
- clined to return the moft affetionate Gra-
titude for the divine Goodnefs, P/. 103. 1.
Blefs the Lord, O my Sonl, and all that is
 within me, blefs bis boly Name. sth, Foy;
- having obtained the Smiles of God, they
rejoice in the Hope of bis Glory, inthe Purity
of his Law, and in the Wifdom, Goodnefs,

"~ and F irmnefs, of that gracious Plan, on

which their Salvation is feeured ; by be-
. .. holding

-
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olding the Beauty of the divine PerfeGtions;
wcir. Hearts are enlarged to run in the
ath of his Precepts with Pleafure, zbey
ount up with Wings as Eagles, they run and
re not weary, they walk and do not faint ;

ow their Bowels bleed with compaffionate

“endernefs over 2 perithing World, and
reir Hearts are big with generous Defires
fter their Happinefs, and pious Projects
ow to promote it; which yield the moft
1blime and noble Pleafate, are worthy the
dignity -of 2 human Soul, and become the
delign of its Exiftence. Now they are
sarlefs of Evil to come, feeling themfelves
nmured in the impregnable Fortrefs of the
ivine Attributes, they are intrepid ¢ amidft
he Wreeks of Nature, and the Cruth of
Norlds :/, The Strength of the whole Cr,
ion,- eompgred with the divine Immen 1ty,
s contemptible, as nothing, yea lefs than
Nothing, and Vanity.

BuT on the Contrary, the People of God,
n his Abfence, are expofed to the following
Wiferesy 1ft, They are difireffed, like a
lisjointed Bonme, and can find no true Eafe
ny where, or in any Condition ; their Souls
vine and languith in the Midft of Henour
nd Affluence : What are thefe Trifles,
ecing they cannot fee the King's Face?

. Ddda . - 'The. "
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~ The Praife of Creatures, is a lean Thing,
while God frowns, and Conicience re~

roaches ; nor can pious People take that
brutith Comfort in worldly Enjoyments
which gracele(s Perfons do; though they
flcep, their Hearts wake, and often put
them in Mind, how it has been with them,
and how it thould be, and what are like to
be the difmal Confequences of their living
in fuch a bafe Manner; all which mux
Wormwood and- Gall with their forbidden
Sweets? But the Unregenerate having never
had the Experience of Communion with
God, and-ufing little RefleGtion about their
Souls, make a forry Shift,. to acquire in
fome Degree, the Happinmefs of a Brutel
pd, Pious Perfons, when Chrift is far off,
hgve /ittle or mo, Delight in Ged, or in his
. Word and Ways; ‘nay, fome:'wander fo
far, that the Thoughts of God are a Terror

.~ %o them, they cither tor a: Time negle& fe-

tret Duties, and fome of them Public alfo,
or elfe perform them flightly, and foon
grow weary in God’s Service; they gad
about. changing their Way, feeking Com-
fort here and there in poor-Creatures, or
et leat fome Mitigation of their Griefy
while in the mean Time they. negle& God,

. and keép aloof from him and their own

Hearts; but the Reft they feck in this
criminal
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criminal Courfe, flees as a Shadow from
their Embyraces. 3d, Their Eyes being
blinded, they are not affeted with; the
Freenefs of God’s Grace, nor are they dif~
pofed to praife him, or rejoice inhim : Nol
By their Sioth, and other Iniquities, they
have blotted their 'Evidences for Heaven,
and fear they are deceived about the State
of their Souls: This mixes Vinegar -and
Nitre with. their Comforts, and encreafes
the Weight. of. their Woes; fearing they
come from the Wrath of God, and are de-
figned to promote their Deftruion ; this
View of Things, magnifies their Miferies,
and cafts 2 Gloem over the whole Creation.
4th, Having their Evidences for Heaven
mar'd by their Iniquities, they are confe~
quently full of diftrefling Fears, which not
only-hurt their Ufefulnefs, but deftroy their
Comfort; they are afraid of the Judgments
of God in this Life, and of Damnation after
it expires ; afraid of evil Tidings, and of |
flling into Sin, to the Scandal of Religiong

sfraid of being quite ufelefs, of Poverty, -

of Sicknefs, and Death; and yet weary
of Life, being neither fit to hive or die; yea
when the Power of Melancholly prevails;
they tremble at the Shaking of a Leaf; 'ani
satedate their Miferies, by.a: dxﬁruﬂ;ful Fear ‘
bf ‘Futurity ; hcrcby they make imaginary

: valsa, :
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Evils real Ones; as if the Evils of the pre-
fent Day were not fufficient, without this
Addition, and yet complain of the Great-
nefs of them : Thefe anxious and diftruftful
Fears, eat out the Comfort of their Lives,
and bring them, in fome Degree, in Bond-
age to the Law, to Death, and to the Wrath
of God; which fhuts their Lips, that they
dare not fpeak for God, when Neceflity
requires, and are indeed afraid of fpeaking
to him ; this freezes their very Souls with
Mclancholly and Dejection; O dark, O
difmal State! Thus Backiliders are fnared
in the Work of their own Hands, and find
the Way of Tranfgreflors hard : But in this
unhappy Situation, they are not only di-
firefled by Fear, as has been. obferved, but
fome Times with Anger againft fuch as
do them real or fuppofed Injurigs, whofe
Profperity they ignobly envy; for a Series
of Affiction and Sorrow, naturally tend to
" fower the Mind, and whet the Paffions,
which grow ungovernable + While they
" overlook divine Providence, and fix their
Thoughts upon the immediate Inftruments
of their Miferier, they are carried into ex-
travagant Sallies of Revenge, to their own
. equal Torment and Prejudice ; like Dogs
who bite the Stone, but do not Eye the

.- Hand

~

. - ot
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Hand that caft it. But the Pfa/miff's Prac--

9ce, in' the Cafe of Shimei, was very dif-
erent, and is an Example worthy ol our
‘mitation : When that ungrateful Man cur-,

ed his King, in extream Diftreis, he kept

2offeflion of his Soul in this Tempeft, and

would not fuffer his Servant Ab:fbai to flay |

tim; let bim curfe, faith he, becaufe the Lord.

ath faza unto bim curfe David; 2 Sam. 16.
o. i.e. God has righteoufly fuffered this,

s a Punithment of my Sins. Our Paffions.
re blind and furious Powers, dangerous
nd' enfnaring, if not kept under a ftric
Vatch, and tight Rein; the good Go-
ernment of them is as difficult, as it is
:>mfortable, advantageous, and honourablc,
2 that is flow to anger, faith SoromoN, 75
tter than'the Mighty s and be that ruleth s
virit, than“be that\taketh a City : Such as,
arn of Chrift, to be meek and lowly in
[cart, fhall find Reft to their Souls. jth,,
Vhen far from Chrift, our Blindnefs, Sen~

allity, Love to the iVorld and Fear of the
rofs of CHRIST, increafe ; the holy Spirit
grieved, and withdraws his Influence;

v all which, we are in Danger of coming;
fo carnal Compliances, and of falling inta
e groffeft Impieties, whereby the Name
" God will be more fcandalized than we

_ have -

e TR ST
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have ever honoured it, which is very di-
ftrefling ! ;

© 'WHeN the People of Gop are quick-
ened by him, and, with Attention, view
‘thefe two different Conditions in Contraf,
*it is no Wonder they reloive to return to
their firlt {Tufband ; for by a juft Compa-
rifon; they find it was infinitely better with
them- then, than mow. Then they had their
Penick, Bechims, and Pifgas; then they
could wreftle with their God, and prevail;

- #hen they could with Joy and Pleafure, be-

hold the - promited Canaan, as their fure
Heritage, and long tobe there with God:
But now they are involved in Darknefs,
Guilt, and Mifery, have little Difpofition to

. b,-,a,ﬁ o Good, amd are. full of the gcrplexing

L

“cars of pemal Evil ; mne theirLives are in
a Manner ufelefs to others, and 2 Burden to

R themfelves; and this Uneafinefs is - heighth-

ened, by reflecting on the Comforts of their
former State : Thofe Things they have in

. Remembrance, and therefore their Soul is

humbled in them; they put their Mouths
in the Duft, if fo be there may be Hope,
and mourn in fuch Eangua as this, O
that it were with me as in ngneze paft, when.
bis Gandie fbone upon my Head! O that Iknew
‘awhere I could find bim, that I might come event
to bis Séat! .

S - From

5
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- FroM what has been faid, let us be ex—

cxted to inquire, 1ft, Whether Aﬂix&xons"
of & perfonal, or public Kind, have been

fan&ified to us, in the Manner before ex—

.4 prefled ? e.g. Have we difcerned God to,”

| An z'mpartani" Iﬂ‘g‘u‘z‘ry - 3u%

be their Auther, our Sins to ‘be their pro~

. curing Caufe, and Reformation their Dey
" fign? And have we endeavoured to comply ,

with this Deﬁgn, by Bumbling ourfelv«eéi :

under God’s Hand, by praying to him, by

refolving to reform, and by ‘executing this
Refolve ? ‘If- the Judgmbents.of God upon

Honour of God, the Weal of hjs Kingdom,

or the Deliverapce of_bur Nation froms'
. threatened Ruin! 2d, Let us enguire whe-
ther we are married to Chrift, or not? Ta

give Light to this important Inquiry, it is
neceffary - to afk our Souls the foilowing

Queftions ?. Have I beén 'divorced from the °
governing Love of every Sin » And from:

the Law as a Covenant of Works ?. Have
, FPhad fuch a Difcovery of the Excellency,

“us, have net hitherto had thefe falutary Ef-
- fe@s," for God’s Sake let us bewail our Sin
-and leery, and pray and firive for the .
San&ification of our Sorrows; if we regard’
~either our own. Comfort, or_Safety, the "

w -

Ablhty, and Willingnefs of Chrift to, fave, -

as has excited mfatla le Defiges after Umorx'

' to hrm, as & Hu{band Commurﬁon in his-
, Ee,e L Love,v,‘.

Ll
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Love, and Conformity to his Life? Have
I pondered upon the Terms of Marriage,
and confented without referve to deny
myfelf, take up the Crofs of Chrift, and
follow him ; confented to embrace him in
- all his Offices, and Relations, with a fixed
Purpofe to perform faithfully and conftantly -
to him the Duties of a Wife? And in Con-_
- fequence of the afarefaid Clofure, have I
Fellowthip in his Love, and do L make
Confcience of performing the Duties of
Marriage ? It is with the utmoft Serioufnefs
and Impartiallity, we fhould examine this-
Point, my Brethren, becaufe upon the De-
ciffion ot it, depends our eternal All. 3d,.
Let us enquire, if there be not fome among
us (who are married to the Lord JEsus
- CHrisT) that have backflidden from him,
in the Manner before.reprefented ? Thofe
I would earneftly invite and urge to imitate
the noble Example mentiontd in our Text;
fay from the Heart, I will go and return to
my firff Husband, for then was it better ‘with .
me, than now: Thou knoweft by fwect
and fad Experience, the Truth and Force ,
of this Argument; which, methinks, mighs:
be fufficient, without the Addition of any
other, to reduce thee from thy Strayings to
thy God, thy Duty, thy Honour, thy In-
tereft, and thy Happinefs! I charge thee .
. ' thereforeg.
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therefore, in the Name of the Lord Jefus
‘Chrift, that thou go no farther in thefe
Paths of Rebellion, Darknefs, and Death ;
return to thy Hufband, thy Lord, thy Life,
thy Reft; hearken, he calls, invités, and
. encourages- thee ; thou haft played the Harlot
" awith many Lovers, yet return to me, faith the
Lord, for 1 am married to thee; and elfe-
where, Return unto me ye backfliding Children,
and I will"beal your” Backflidings, aud love
© you freely! Why then do you not return ?
His Arms are open to embrace you, be s
waiting to be gracious to you, and wanting to
be exalted, that be may bave Mercy upon you !
I cannot return? But can’t you cry after
him, and bewail your Inability, as well as
the Caufes of his Abfence ? Has he not
romifed to meet thofe, that wait upon him
in his Way? And is not the Text I am
- difcourfing upon, a gracious Promife? Do
therefore honeftly, what you can, and fee
if he will not help? It is your immediate
 Duty to mourn over your Sins, and believe
in Jesus; in this Way you cannot be mi-
ftaken? The Promife in our Téxt, is not
limitted to this or that Degree of Backfli-
ding : What Warrant then "have you to
limit it? But my Sins are fo great that I
am athamed to atk Pardon, and afraid to
<gme near to God. 4. Your Shame is
Eece2 m
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an encouraging Sign, hear how Chrift
fpeaks to fuch, O my Dove, let me fee ¢
mmance, let me b'Zr thy Voice, fo{: jwebe’t
ss thy Voice, and thy Countenance ts comlyt
Confider for your Encouragement, the fol-
Jowing Places of Scripture, I: 1. 18. /. 35.
If 41.10. If. 43. 21, 26. Fer. 31. 9, 17, 20,
Hof. 11. 8, 9. Luke 15. 24. and fay, with-
out lingering one Moment, in the Language
of our Text, I will go and return to my firft
Hufband, for then was it better with me,
than now. Amen, Amen, dear Lord Jesus
Cuzfsr, O fay, AMEN.
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SERMON XVIIL

MAaT. 5. 46, 47. Forif ye love them which
love you, what Reward bave ge 2 Do not -

even the Publicans the fame ¢ And if you
Jalute your Bretbren only, WHAT DO YoU
MORE THAN OTHERS ! Do not even the

- Publicans fo 2

: HE Puarisees were a Se& of
‘ - People among the Fews, who
were very ftri¢t in obferving the -

Ceremonies of that Inftitution,
- fuch as wathing before Meat, making broad
~ their Phila&eries, tything Mmt Annis and
‘Cummin ; neverthelefs dlvers of them were
lax in Morals, and cover’d their Wickednefs
with a. religious. Mafk ; they neglected the
'wetg&-
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weightier Matters of the Law, fuch as Fudg-
ment, Mercy and Faith (1. e. Juftice, Mer-
cy and Faithtulne(s) and were unmerciful and
fraudulent in their Dealings with Mankind,
made long Prayers to get a Fame for religi-
on, and thereby have the Eftates of Wi-
dows and Orphans committed to their Ma-
magement, and fo devour them : They
were alfo very proud and cenforious, fought
IHonour of Men immoderately, were indu-
ftrious in pulling MoaTs out of others
Eyes, while there was a Beam in their
owan ; they boaited of their own Goodnefs,
and defpifed thofe who exceld them in
fome refpe@s ; I fafl twice a Week, T am
‘ot asthis Publican! And in order to fcreen
their Wickednefs the better from public
Obfervance, they labour’d to corrupt the
Law by their falfe Gloffes, and make it a
Nofe of Wax, an Inftance of which we
have in our Context, Verfe 43. You bave
beard that it bath been faid, thou jbalt love thy
Neighbour and bhate thine Enemy ; thefe
Words, and bate thine Enemy, are not inthe
Law refer'd to.(Lewvit. 19. 18.) they are
either their Addition to the Law, or falfe
Interpretation of it : In Oppofition hereto,
‘our Saviour enjoins his Difciples 70 love their
Enemies,--and offers feveral reafons to en-
foree this Command, among which this js
- - one
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one-mention’d in our Text, viz. that they
fhould go beyond the Publicans ; o not even-
the Publicans the fame ¢ But who were thefe |
PuBricans ? I anfwer; they were civil
Officers appointed by the Remans who at
that Time had fovercign Dominion over the
Fewifb State) to gather the public revenues,
the chiet Commiilioners were Knights and
Gentlemen of Rowe, who either farm’d out
thefe revenues to others, or employed others
under them in colleting of them : Some
that were thus employed were Fews, wit-
nefs Matthew and Zaccheus, and fome Ro-
mans ; many of thefe civil Officers were too
fevere in their Exaions, which procur'd:
an Odium upon the whole Order, and
hence they are commonly join’d in Scrip~
ture with Sinners and Harlots. From the
Words of our Text we may obferve this

* Propofition, wiz. That the Difciples of

Chrift fhould go beyond Publicans or unregene
rate Perfons. In opening this impartant
Point, I purpofe to {peak to thefe two
Heads, viz. 1. Sbe’w in what Inflances we
Should exceed them ; and 2. Why? pious Per~
fons thould not be meanly blended with the,
Crowd ; there thould be a vifible Diftin&i-
on between them and others. And, =~
1. We fhould go beyond them in" Love
to our EneMies [Verfe 44 of this Chaél.]
: b
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But I jz'zy unto you, love your Enemies, by.
whxch is intended a Love of Bemvvdence, |
viz. 1. That we effeem what is valuable in,
them. 2. That we blefs them that curfe us ;
i. e. Treat them with Courtefy, commen&
what is Praife-worthy in them, and do net
return reviling for revikng ; a mean and
vulgar Practice, which every generous:
Mind fhould difdain and avoid, in Imitati-
on of Michael the Archangel, who when
contending with Satan about the Body of
Mofes, would not offer againft him a railing’
Accufation ; for he knew that degenerate
and mallgnant Spirit had a better Knack at
Jeolding than himfelf. 3. That we do good
to thofe that bate us; i.e. Perform: the com-
mon Offices of Kindnefs and Humanity, by
relieving them in their preffing Neceflities,
as far as we can confiftently with.the Duty
we owe to ourfelves and others, to whom
we are under -ftronger Ties. Rom. 12. 20.
If thine Ehemy bunger, feed bim ; and if be
thirft, give bim Drink— That we pray
Jor them that defpitcfully ujé us, and.perfecute
us. ‘This Precept not only-enjoins that we'
be tender of their Names and Bodies, but
likewife of their Souls; and pray earneftly
for the Forgivenefs of their Sins. This is' no
Counfel of Perfe@ion, as the Papz/ls ima-
- gine, nor any new Precept, asthe Socinians
e dream ;
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dream ; for it is exprefly commanded un-
der the Jewith Difpenfation ; Prov. 235. 21.
If thine Enemy be bungry, give bim Bread
o eat ; and if be be thirfly, give bhim Water to
drink : In the mean Time we are not obli-
ged to have a Love of Complacence towards
Enemies ; for that would be impious, inaf-
much as it implies a regard to Iniquity ;
aor thould we love them in an equal Degree
with our Friends, for that wouid be un-
grateful ; nor thould we take them into for-
mer Intimacy, and make them the Men of
our Council, and thereby give thém an Op-
portunity to miflead us, for that would be
imprudent. Nor are we obliged by this
.Law always to ufe fuch Silence and Softnefs
as not to exprefs refentment of Injuries at
any Time; for, if fo, how did our Saviour
obferve it when he call’d Heroda Fox ? and
~ the Apottle Paul, - when he call'd Elimas a
Child of the Devil, an Enemy of all Righte-
onfnefs 2 The Paffion of Anger is not in it-
felf finful, for it is implanted in our Nature
for valuable Purpofes, wiz. The Defence
of our Perfons and Properties, and we are -
commanded 7o be angry, and not to fin;
now the Way to be fo, is to be only angry
at Sin, or on Account of it, and in Propor-
tion to its Heinoufnefs ; nor fhouid the Sun
go down upon our Wrath. i, e. Ifour Ar g
Fff | ger -

Ee e e
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ger be exceﬁivc, as the Word Wrath ﬁg-
nifies, it thould not be lafting : Angcr, ar
refentment about private Affairs is much

more difficult to manage than Anger about
public Matters : Nor does the Precept I
. am fpeaking upon oppofe our hating God’s
Enemies as fuch; no, in Proportion to our
Love is our Zeal (Qui non zelat, non amat)
Donat I bate them that bate thee ? faid the
Phatmift (Pf 139.- 21, 22.) We may feek
a due Revenge of God’s Honour upon fuch,
though private revenge is forbidden, be-
caufe we are not our own jﬁdgcs ; as Mem-

bers of Society we have committed that.

Matter to the Determination of others ;

and though we fhould bear fmaller and tole--
r,able Injuries for the Sake of Peace, ‘yet we.

are not prohibited by this Precept from go-
ing to Law, and {eeking SatisfaCtionin a
Way of public ]uﬂ:lce, but with'a Mlxtux:e
of Charity, . elfe we are unjuft to. ourfelves.
Two Arguments are propofed in our Tc)gt
and Context by our Saviour to cnforge this
Precept of Love to our Enemies, viz. 1.
That we may refemble God our Father;
as he has a common Love which is extended

_ to all Mankind, in fupplying their Neceffi-.

ties with the Light and Warmth of the Sun

.and with the Rain, as well as a fpecial

Love and Favour, which he exercifes only
’ " ‘towards
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towards thofe that are good 5 {o fhould we,
in Imitation of him : Though we are not o-
‘bllged to take Enemies into the fame Fami-
liarity with others, yet we fhould love them
in their order ; as our Heavenly Father,
though he will one Day have a Satisfaction
from Sinners for the Wrongs done_to his
Majefty, except they repent, yet in the
mean Time he confers upon them the good
‘Things of common Providence, and on
fome the Means of Grace : Thus, though
we aré bound to feek forne Satisfaction for
public Injuries to the divine Honour from
flagitious Sinners, and likewife the reparati-

~ on of private important . Injuries againft

ourfelves in an orderly Way, yet we
‘fhould love them in Confiftency hercthh
that fo we may imitate our heavenly Father,

' and prove ourfelves to be his Children.
. And, 2. That we may do more than others,

For.if ye love them that love you, what Reward
“bane ou 2 Do not even the Publicans the
Jame'?  And if ye falute your Brethren only,
what do you more than others ¥ q. d. Reafon
.obligeth’ you who expe® a reward from ~
God for what you do, to do fomething
more than others who know of no fuch re- -

ward,or at leaft live in no Expeation of it;
"and you who condemn others as great Sin-
ners, fhould do fomething to exceed them,
Fff2 both -
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boih in Offices of Piety towards God, and
Charity towards Men : But if you only fhew
Kindnefs to your Relations and Country-
men, you do no more than thofe you look
upon as Heathens. By loving in our Text
is doubtiefs meant doing good Offices to
the Souls and Bodies of others ; and by fa-
buting,common Offices of Kindnefs, fuch as
enquiring about our Neighbours Health,
withing them well, &c. The Publicans
were grateful and courtcous to thofe that
fhew’d them Kindnefs, to thofe they had &
Dependance on, and fhall we be no better
than they ? In doing this we ferve our fe-
cular Intereft, and what reward can we ex-
for that, unlefs a regard to God, and
Senfe of Duty, carry us farther than our
natural light and fecular Advantage! While
ethers only render Good for Good, we
fhould render Good for Evil ; which wilt
fpeak a nobler Principle than the moft of
Men a& from : While others carrefs thofe
of their own Party and Opinion only, weé
fhould not confine our regard to them, but
Love our Esemies ; for how can we expect
the reward of Chriflians, if we rife no high~
er than the Virtue of Publicans and Pagans?
But to proceed. A ‘ -
- 2d' INsTaNce wherein pious People
fhould exceed others, is, that they be wil-
" ling
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king to endure any Kind of Suffering, in
Narhe, Body, Eftate, Relatipns, yea, and
in Refpe@ even of Life itfelf, rather than
fin againt GOD; and that they be not
only deliberately and habitually determined
to do this, but actually comply, when cal-
led thereto by divine Providence; this is
included in the Crofs of Clhriff, without
taking up which, ‘we cannot be his Difc:-
ples: When we might either efcape Suffer-
ing, or get a Deliverance from 1t, by fin-
ming againft God, and we refufe; this goes
beyond the Reach of Publicans, Pbarifees,
and Hypocrites ; for fuch will judge it pru-
dent to fin, rather than fiffer, but the true
Difciple of Chrift, is of the brave Spirit of
thofe. Worthies mentioned, Heb. 11. 33,
'36. Who, through Faith, were tortured, not
acczting Deliverance, that they might obtain
a better Refurrection! No, They nobly
feorned to obtain Deliverance in a mean and
finful Way, -they would rather fuffer all the
Torment that the Wit and Malice of Men
could invent and inflict.

3d, That they do Duties that are like ta
bring Suffering upon them. Duties that may
be eafily mifconftrued, Duties that are ge-
nerally negleGed, and perhaps defpifed in
the Times and Places they live in: To do -
thefe, in fuch a Situation, when they plain-

ly
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year to be required of us, from fe]' ird
Z%Podi’s comm‘:%xdini Authority, 'an? a
Principle of Love to his Majefty, without
confulting with Flefb and Blood, is truly no-
ble, and goes beyond the Reach of the
whole Tribe of Hypocrites ; they are only
for Duties that are fathionable, cheap, and
of eafy Performance; fuch as will either
gain them Credit, or at leaft confift with
at, as well as with their Eafe and Intereft;

think they can manage Matters with
fuch PrupeNCE, as to get to Heaven with-
out the Crofs of Chnft, which is a new
. 'Way that he and his Apoftles never trod ;
‘but pious Men, with Davip, will refolutely
obey the Commands of GOD, though they
know they will be reckoned more vile
upon this Account, and ftand up for the
1?;:1&18 of God, with ATHANASIUS, and
LuTtuER, though Thoufands oppofe them,
And, o -
* 4th, WE fhould rejoice in the Profpect
of Sufferings for Righteoufnefs Sake, and
under them ; efteeming it a great Honour
and Privilege. This was the Temper . of
Mosks, he prefered the Reproach of Chrift,
g?‘ore all the Treafures of Egypt. 'This was
the SpiriT of the ApPosTLEs, and PRIMI-
Tive CHRISTIANS, they fook Pleafure in
Tribulations, when publicly whipt (a Pu-
T nithment
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nithment fcandalous when for Sin, but glo-:
rious when for Chrift) they rejoiced that they
were 'counted worthy te fuffer Shame for Chriffs
Name's Sake; when they were in S
and Prifons, they fung the Praifes of their,
God, witnefs PauL and Sivas; though they
were forrowing, i. €. had fome afHlitive
Senfe of their outward Miferics, yet zhey
weré always rejoicing : The believing He-
BREWS, took joyfully the Speiling of their
Goods, as knowing that they bad in Heaven,
a far better and enduring Subflance! Buk
contrariwife Hypocrites want to fuffer as lit-
tle as poffible tor Chrift, and are glad when .
by their fneaking Compliances, they can
efcape his precious Crofs ! L e
5th, WE thould be merciful to others Fail
ings, and fevere againft our own. While we
aggravate highly, and cenfure freely, ouy,
own Iniquities (and indeed this is but rigﬁt*
for we know more of our owu Perverfencfs,
. than- of any Body’s elfe) we thould at the
fame Time excufe, as far as we juftly can,
the Blunders of our Brethren; for Charity
covers @ Multitude of Sins, thinks no Evil,
i5 kind, and does not rejoice in Iniquity, bus
in the Truth ; takes not up readily, or with
Pleafure, an evil Report of our Neighbour,
far lefs fpreads it; thig is amiable and truly
excellent. This is beyond the Line of Hy-.
' ' A - poerites,

T
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ites, for fuch have the Eyes of Arcus
abroad to fpy Moats in others Eyes, but are
as biind as Moles at Home, and do not dif-
cern their own Beams ! Such are unreafona-
bly jealous, and crueclly cenforious, in re-
fpec of others, but very favourable to their
“own Iniquities ; thefe they hide as a {weet
Morfel under their Tongues, and ipare, as
Saul, the Fattet of the Cattle: But the
fincere Man honeftly endeavours to pluck
out bis Right-Eye, cut of bis Right-Arm,
and to keep bimfelf from bis Insquity ; this is
to be honeft indeed, and to go beyond the
whole Herd of Hypocrites.
6th, WE fhould make Confcience of our
Thoughts and fecret Behaviour, which are
hid from the View of our Fellow-Creatures ;
we fhould endeavour to keep the Heart
with all Diligence, which is the Parent of
Action ; fupprefling bad Thoughts, and cor-
rupt Workmgs, and encouraging good ones,
taking Care and Pains about our Paffions and
Asms, that they be regular and fincere ; and -
ftriving by the Praétice of fecret Dunes, to
preferve the Savour of Religion in our Souls.
This is to do more than Hypocrites; for
their chief Care is to cleanfe tbe Outfide of
the Cup and Platter ; if they have but the
Form of Piety, they mind not the Spirit ot
lt, their Hear#s are like the Sluggard’s Field.
7tb
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¢ yth, WE fhould recerve Keproof with.
Mecknefs and Love; Lei ibe Righteous fmite
wme, {aid DAVID, 1 jiull be a Kindnefs : '1his

is a lovely and profitabic Temper of Mind,
butHypocrites are of the proud and Pcubbom
Spirit of wicked Auas, who hated Mica-
jAH, becaufe he never prophefied Good of

him, but Evil, 1 Kings, 22. 8.
- 8tb, WE thould nor allow ourfelves in the
Neglect of the leafi Duty, but in the mean
Time, moft careful of, and concerned for
the Greateft ; this is but rational, to Pro~
portion the Degree of our Zeal/ to the Im»
portance of Things, and far lefs thould we
allow ourfelves in the Neglect of a whole
Fable ot the Law, mo ! we thould render to
Cefar the Things that are Czfar’s, and ta
God the Things that are God’s : This is to do
more then others, to this the Pracice of
the Pharifees was oppofed, They tythedMint,
Annis and Cusemin, Yut neglecled the weightier.
Matters of  the Law; they feemed diligent
in-obferving fome Duties of the firft Table,
but were at the fume Time negligent of
thofe of the Second. .
oth, WE ousht to be afraid of the leaff

Ewvil, yea of the Appearance of Ewvil, and
yet in the mean Time, moft afraid of the
greateft Evil; this is highly reafonable, - for
the greater the Sin is, it involves us in
- Ggsg highes
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higher Degree of Guilt, and expofes to
more awful Punithments: But the Hypo-
crite,either knowingly conuives at little Sins,
or while he pretends to fcruple them, wil-
fully commits Great ; thus the Pbharifees
Sfirained at a Gnat, and fwallrved a Cammel s
fcrupled eating with unwathen Hands, and
plucking Ears of Corn on the Sabbaoth-
Day, in a Cafe of Neceflity, but did not
fcruple the Neglect of Judgment,” Mercy,
and Faith. o
10th, WE fhould be bumble in Profperity,
and chearful in Adverfity ; this is to do more .
than others, when Profperity humbles us,
and inclines us to {peak in David’s Lan-
guage, What am I, that thou baft brought
me bitherto? And when, with the Prophet
Habackuk, we rejoice though there be no Frust
in the Vine ! But Hypocrites, in Profperity,
kick with the Heel of Dildain againft God
and Man, Tbey fay they are Lords, theyll
come no more to God, their Tongues are their
~own, and who is Lord over them? They
fcorn to be bound by the Rules of Religion
and Decency, and fay with thofe Rebels of -
old, in the Spirit of Koran, Let us break
their Bands afunder, and caft {heir Cords from
xs?2 In Adverfity they fret and murmur,
and are exceflively dejeCted, like the Man
. T . berieved



P:'oia and magnanimous Singularity. 4¥1

berleved of his Images, They bove taken
wway. .my Gods, and what bave I more?-—
Agam,

WE fhould make God’s Glory the chief
End of all our Actions, his Service the chief
Bufineis and Delight of our Lives, and all
our fecular Concerns buckle thereto; this,
in fome Degree, is the Attainment of every
good Man, bis Eye is fingle, RELIGION is
his ELEMeNT, and therefore he cannot but
" Delight in it, it has the Throne of his Soul,
all other Things vail to it; he does not only
aim at God’s Honour in facred A&ions, but
even in natural and civil ; e. g. he Eats,
and Drinks out of Obedience to God’s Com-
‘mand, and that he may have Strength to
ferve him ; ; thisis to do more than Hypo-
crites, they aim at themfelves chiefly, they
pray and faft to themfelves, and not to God,
becaufe Self ic the principal Motive thereof ;
their chief Delight is in.fome earthly Thmg, '
though they falfely pretend otherwife ; the
World is their maia Bufinefs, great is Di-
anab of the Epbefians ; and therefore Reli-
gon muft ftoop to it, fecret Prayer, Family

rayer, reading the Scriptures, fecret Me-
ditation, and Self-examination, muft be
turned out of Doors, either wholly, or in
part; and that frequently, through the
Hurries of Worfbipping this Godefs, they
Ggga have

—
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have no ‘Time to do that for which all their
Time was given them; they are of zbe
Earth, earthly; they are born only of the
Fleth, and therefore are Fleth; there is
this or that Bufinels of Importance (as it is
termed) to be done, and the Trifle of Re-
ligion and Salvation, muft be laid afide, to
make Way for it : But what fhall a Man
give in Exchange fur bis Soul, if be

gain the World, and lofe the fame?2 Wherefore
do you [pend your Money, for that which is not

Bread? Farther, '
"WE thould own and affeciate with pious
Pecple, even when they are defpifed and per-
Jecuted, and appear for God’s Truths and
Caufe, when they are at the loweft Ebb,
_ generally oppofed and contemned ; Heb. 11.
24, 25. By Faith, Mofes refufed to be called
the Sonof Pharoab's Daughter, choofing ratber
o fuffer Affli&ion with the Pegple of God, than
to enjoy the Pleafures of Sin for a Seafon ?
And though Chriftianity was every were
fpoken againft, yet the Apoftles, and pri-
~mitive Chriftians, openly profefled it, and
~even after they were beaten, they did not
go to the Great and Wicked to curry-fa-
vour of them, but to their own poor aﬂiiégsd
Company ; will Hypocrites do this? No!
When Diftrefles and Perfecutions come, they
fall off like the Leaves in Autumn, theyare
offended

A S
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offended at this and that, and go where
they may fleep in a whole Skin ; their fair
Bloffoms art now withered, wben a Time of
Temptation comes, not baving a good Kout in
them, they fall away ? They go from God’s
People, becaufe they were not of them;
Demas bath forfaken us, having loved this pre—
- fent World? Demas no doubt told anociher -
Story, and gave a plaufible Apology why
he left them ; but the Truth is, his Heart
was naught! But to proceed,

WEe fhould likewife be cool in our own
Caufe, and warm in Ged’s; thus was Mofes,
he was one of the meekeft Men upon Earth,
in his own Matters, his Spirit kept calm
(for the moft Part) under the infolent, un-
grateful Treatment, he met with from
Korab, and his Companions, fo far as the
Affronts concerned himfelf ; but yet the
Indignation of this meek Mat was inflamed
.at the Sight of the Calf, fo that be broke the
Tables of Stone. And though the Apofile
Paur, was very patient in enduring per-
fonal Injuries, yet when Erimas endca-
voured to keep the Deputy from the Faith,
he addrefled the Impoftor with the moft
pointed, flaming Language, O full of all
Subtitv, thou Child of the Devil, thou Encmy
- of all Rngteaz{fmﬁ, wrlt thou not ceq/é to per-
wert
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vert the right Ways of the Lord? Afs 13.

10. But Hjpocrites are the very reverfe,
cool in Gods Caufe, and fire-Hot in their
own ; they can hear God’s Name, People,
and Work, blafphemed and ridiculed, with-
out any Refentment ; but when their Names
are reproached; or their Intereft affected,
ther are mere FuRIEs.

WEe fhouid likewife perform extraordi-
nary Luties in extraordinary Cafes; e.g.
When fuch as have the Root of the Matter
in thcm, have greatly declined in Religion,
fo that the Things that remain, are ready to
dic; or in Cufe of violent - Temptations,
private or public Dangers, fome Thing
more than ufual fhould be done, to remove
thete Difeafes and Diftrefles; fuch as Fafl-
ing, and extraordinary Prayer, otherwife
the Mean is not fuited to the Cafe, and fo
not like to. ahfwer the End; thefe Duties
are pofitively enjoined by the Almighty,
Mark 2. 20. But the Days will come, when
the Bridegroom fhall be taken away from them,
and then fball they Fafi 2 In Times of public
Calamity, the Almighty enjoins his People
to turn to bim, with all their Hearts, and
with Weeping, Fafling, and Mourning. In
this Way we may expe& that the Lord will
be jealous for bis Land, and pity bis People,
Joel 2. 13, 18, But Hypocrites and Entbu-~

fafisy
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JSiafts, love their Eafe and their Bellies oo
well, to perform with due Attention and
Serioufnefs, thefe difficult and felf-denying
Duties, and therefore frame forry, fenfelefs
Excufes to evade them, fuch as Fafling
Jrom Sin, being enjoined umder this Difpen-
Jation, which fuppofes that Siz is the pro-
per Food of the Sou/, and that it was lawful
to live upon it, under the o/d Teflament 2
Ay, it is glorious Spirituality, to faft with
a full Belly! and defpife Domsnion, even

- when exerted for the public Weal. Farther,

'

WE fhould be hbumble in Heart, Speech,
Drefs, and Bebaviour ; looking upon our-
felves to be the Leaft of all Saints,and being
willing that others thould think o #s6, and
be prefered before us; a Gard not fuited to
our Station in Life, is no Ornament, but a
Reproach, a Badge of our Pride and Folly,
which thould make us athamed ; itis like a
Yewel in a Swine's Snout. Humility, my

- Brethren, is the moft amiible Ornament,

this wili-keep us from meddling with Things
too high for us, and difpofe us to mind our

own Bufinefs, not judging another Man’s |

Servant ; this is doing more than others:
If fuch a2 Temper and Behaviour generally
obtained, what a comfortable World would
this be, how fweet, how profitable Society!
‘but when the Contrary, viz. a proud, cen-
: . o forious,
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forious, domineering Spirit prevails,’ no
Com‘ort or Benefitis to be expe@ed ; when
Perions of a lower Sphere affume the Oficers
P.ace, and refufe to be fubje@ to Order
and Rogimen, in the STATE; or Army,
nothing but Confufion infues, and Ruin at
the Heels of it. ’
I'ripE was doubtlefs the Caufe of the
Rcb.! -1 of KokaH, and his Accomplices,
a_ainft Moses and Aaron; whofe leveling
Scheme was artfully introduced, 2% fake too
much upon you, faid they, wherefore lift you
up y-urfekves above the Congregation of the
Lord! Numb. 16th Chap. Without Peace,
there can be no Comfort in SocreTy, and
without Order, there can be no Peace;
now without Officers, and a Subjection to
their reafonable Determinations, how can
_ Order be maintained ? Almighty Gop has
" theretore appointed Rulers in the State,
and in the Church, and pofitively enjoined
the People to honour and obey them ; fuch
therefore who fear God, fhould beware of
oppofing the Order he ‘has prefcribed, - and
endeavour 7o keep the Unity of the Spirit, in
the Bond of Peace? No Doubt, both Ru-
lers and Ruled, are liable to Miftakes in
Sentiment and Condu&; now in Cafe of
- Corplaint, there is no other equitable Way
to iffue it, but by fubmitting the .Matte;
.’« ' " . O
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bf Difference to the Deciffion of proper
" - Judges, for it is umgafonqihlc in Socnety

for %arnes to be Judges in their own Caufes,
this tends to overthrow entirely the Foun-
 dations of all Order and.Government, and '

gake D,fputes perpetual Nor is there any

- #Thing in the Principles .of Liberty rightly
“wnderftood, that oppofes a regular Govern~
~ment in thé Church or State ; no, it is fo fa¢ -

- from. this, that it is a nechTary Mean to

" promote .and , preferve it, and’ is founded
<. .upon the Prmcnples ofits e.g. If it be right

-and juft, that one Man fhould think Yor

" thimfelf, it is at leaft equally fo, for a Body

of Men as fuch ; to fay that the Number
- «of Men, or Au;bonty wheremth they aro
vefted, thould Jeffen their Privileges, is td
-oppole not only the exprefs Declarations of
‘the facred Scriptures, but the plaineft Dic~
‘tates of Reafon and common Senfe.

WEe fhould be alfo finguiar in Goodnefs,
in a Time of prevailing Degeneracy; the
dead Fifh fwims with the Stream, but the
Living againft it: JosHua was fingular in
a very cosrupt Age, in a refolute Obfervance
of Family Worfbip, and fo thould we; If ye =
“think it Efuzl to ferve the Lord, faid he, choofe
ye whom ye will ferve ; but as _/br me, and my
Houfe, we will ferve the Lord, ‘fof. 24. How
'm!l ‘Parents nnd Maiier:, that ncgleét read-

~ing
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ing the holy- Scriptures daily to - their podk
Children- cmd Servants, and praying - with
them ‘and for them, -as well as inftrnQing
them, gét clear at haft of the Charge of

Bloed, the Blood of their Childrens and: Ser ‘

vants Souls ? Do they not barbaroufly. betray
their Charge into thc Hands of Satan, and

therefore may be called Murderers, and Has -

ters of their own Offspring! What will bes
-come of this miferable Town and Coun
if Families continue to be: thus negle&ed?

" Are we not, in 2 Courfe of Time, like 0

-degenerate into Libertines, and mere Pq—
- gans, if Popery be npt crammed down oyr
Throats by the -French? ABRAHAM toqk
- care of the Inftruion. of his Chﬂdren, and
“was commended-forit by Jesovam s, now,
-#f we defire to Evidence ourfelves to. be +lnds
Children, and to. partakc of his Blcﬁing and
Commendation, let _us.inyitate his . Exams
.- ple: Neuemian was alfo fingular, in las
~ bouring with great Pains and Magnanimity,

" to promate the Sanctification of the Sebbaoth -

“'in his Day ; let us endeavour, my Bretbrgft,
._thus- far to imitate his Example,: as to ‘be
. ftri® in the Obfervation of  the: Sabbaotﬁ
- ourfelves, and ufe our Influence with thofé
~ under our Care, that they alfo may lgecp #
: -holy;; if we avoid, as we ought, feaking
LLeur own Wards ang. ﬁebyzg our ot Pkdure

e — — e e e e, -
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#bat:boly Day, we thail certainly ga beyond.
fnany others, and find the Comfort and,

~ Benefit of doing fo; how notonouﬂy the

Sabbaoth is prophaned among us by world-
ty Difcourfe. and -otherwife, you all know,
and therefore its .no Wonder the Judgments
of God have come upon us, Be not con-
formed to this World, ‘abhor falfe and flat-
tering, Compliments, and fpending much
Time in trifling Difcourfe, without any fe-
rious Attempt to make thofe wifer and bet-

“ter ‘ye converfe with, which is the wicked

Cuftom of the prefent Age; and why
fhould’ we -decline all ' Difcourfe ‘about ex-

- Perimental Religion? Do -you,, think thig

- Bilence . ‘and:-Shymefs. 4s- like to promote
.« €Chrift’s Kingdom. among us? No, by no
" Means! Come, faid the Psaimist, and ry

2ell you what the Lord bas done for my Soud 2

O may a gracious. God. fevive -thofe that

“fear -him' among; us, and ‘encline them- o

Jpeak:often one do-another, humbly, freely,
" and faveurily, about divine Things, and:ta

ameet ‘together to pray to God, and praife

~him: It is an Argument of our Leannes,
:that fuch Meetings are fo poorly attended,
_ and-that in a Time of fo-great Dangfcr,
- Piblicans thew more Zeal for their Shame-

I ﬁ I’ralzcks, than fome Prqfeﬁbrs anmng us
v H h h 2 N
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!" Yor the Wotthip of God; this is Master of

.&qual Repreatlt and Lameatation ! - Oade

- We' fhould be deeply and snderly conz
cerned, for our poor gracelefs Relations, fos
the Cuurca and NaTION; fhould we riak,
" with Abrabam, cry to Qed, that Kmarl
nay live before him? If our Souk were fuit+
ably affe@ed with a View of the Glory of
6od, the Worth of Souls, and the Vaft
efs of Eternity, would: we fuffer ‘our Re+

tions to go on fecurcly, -from Year td

Year, in their Bhbid 'towads ovuﬂal&
Ruin, withoutofie fithfal Warning - Alak

for our Unbéllef, Stipidity, and- Oruehyd
How dwells the Love of God »in.xm

are no more concérned for his Glary? How
Love to our’ deir Rektions; whb .fo trifle
with their everlafting Happinefs o Mifrp?
Po'we verily believe the Religipn ‘we prox
fefs, if fo, why d¢ not we- a& like it * I
we fincerely, humbly, and. mepesredly env
deavoured: after vehement Ceits' to - Gody
who  knows “ but” W& might be the -Means:
of  bringing " fome of ‘vut~ dear Relations wh
him ?. O how bleffed would thit bel’ Sirtsplé
- Words, hotieftly, hurnily; ‘and foafondh
fpoken, have been  the Means: of: briry
Many Seuls to God;'ﬁ;rcjl{'&ery‘p}ufs‘ 3
" . thould try to bring- &t leaft one \gth

’

'
1D necamoCteR i -
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Tim ta Heaven: You thould not-legwe-28 -
shis ‘Work to Mipiftdss, for you:hawe 2 -
Charge; as well 2as they; faithful Endea- .
wouys of this Kind, - would.yield us the no--

hleft Delight, which Suceefs would increafel

As to the Church:ia its prefent low State

thould not eurHeacts be tenderly concerned?
Many ip the Briti/a: Dominiops have fare
faken:the principak Doctrines of Chriftianity,

the Power of Picty dangnithes; the Miniftry

of tha- Word, is-genesally like a milcasrying
Womb, aad dry Breafis; divers pious Peoe

ple rémoved, apd :bs few convertad of

tate;. and il this jn'a: Time of awful Judge

fagast | /O’ fhoyld.: soti:thefe Cenfideratiang
 gxcite us toifpess innthwRooghiet's Lagguage,

For: Jexyfakny's Saké, Eswhinot bold my Peace,

&id for Zisw's Sake,: dsill.net. be filent; antdl

the Rigbteoufnefs. thereof g Sforth as Brightn

wefss. and the  Sadvation thireof . as ¢ Lamg.

that durgeth? And i 1egard of the Nation,.

how do-our Enerhies {riumph.over.-us? God:

is certainly angiy with us, and threatsps tg:

take away ong cowil and religious Liberties.

of: 2: Strake, and yet we. remain generally,

fopad and nareformed, do not. ragard the'
Qpperstica of his Hapdy ot tym, to - hiny’

“,m’ﬁﬂ Ak . 0 M us <ry wafgﬂtb‘:
rob #0d, the. Aligr, 1hat God.weuld: fpare.
gitwr nay fasal oo Lo = v Lty él;ﬁ

i -
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- Yor the: Wofﬁﬁp of ‘Gadd; this:is Masten off
equal *Repmcb and Lamcntation! & Onc&
more, a 2
"Wz fhould be dceplw :md t;nderly can-
cerned, for our poor gracelefs Relations,  fog
the Cuurcu and NaTioN ; fhould we rick,
" with Abrabam, cry to Gsd, that Kimavd
nay live before hin? If our Souk were fait+
ebly affe@ed with a View of the Glory. of
God ‘the Worth of :Souls, and the Vafl
efs of Eternity, would:we fuffer ‘oir Res
tions to go oa ﬁcucdy, :from: Year td
Year, in their- Bbéd ! towacds -everl
Ruin, without ote fithful Warning 2 A
for our Unbelief; Stipidity; #nd: Ot &
How dwells hé Love of God in:us,”
art no more conckrned for his Glary?. How

Love to our’ dear Rehations; whb .o trifle.
with their evéﬂaﬁing Happiaefs or Miferp?

Bo ' we verily believe the Religips we pros-
fefs; if {0, why @0 not ‘we. ot like it I
we- fincerely, humibly, and repearedly eny
deavoured after vehement Caiss' to -Gy
who knows but we might be the Means:

of bringing " fotfie of vur” dear Relations wh

Kiti1 ?.O how bleffed Would hi§ et Sittphé®

- Words, honeftly, humbilyi ‘and fafonibly
fpoken, have ‘been - the Means: of - bring

many Seuls to God; furely dwery p

.y ﬂmuldtry to bﬂﬂg at leaft one \le::

L aeagaigis
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Thim to Heaven: You thould nat leave -2l
shis ‘Work to Mipiftes, for yqu-hawe a3 -
Charge, as well as they; faithful Endea~
weuys . of this Kind, would.yield us the no-"
Bleft Delight, which Succefs would increafel
As to the Church.in jts prefent low State
fhauld not queHearts be senderly concerned ?

- Many ip the Briti/a Dominjons have fore

faken.the principak Dotrines of Chriftianity,
the Power of Piety languithes; tht Miniftry
of tho Word, .js genasally like a mifcasrying
Womb, and dry Breafis; divers pious Peor
ple rémoved, apd bt few convertad of
late, and all this ju'a Tioae of awful Judge
tagnst | 0 thould: pot:thefe Confideratiang

. gxcite us tofpesh inothe Rooghet's Lagguage,;

For: Jexyfaky's Sakés LswH ot bold my Peace,
&id for’ Zisws Sake,: d50ill net. be filent, wntil
the Righteafuefs. iheraof. g0 forth as Brighn
uefss, and -the Sadvation thireof as ¢ Lamp
that- durseeh? And m-regard of the Nation,
how do our Enerhies {riumph. over.us ! God:

is certainly angry: with us, and threatens tg:
takic aweay-our il and religious Liberties:
os1 2: Stroke, and yet we. remain generally,
fogid. and. uniefotmed, do -not. ragard the!
Qipeseign of his Hapd, or tyrn. to hiny
¢ finiges A, . O let.us any Jatween: the:
b and , the. ABber, that SGod.wauld: fpaee.
fitwg pao Foal v voned ow gy fioad, ek

K+ i
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Eis Heritage, and not give them up ts Re2
proach! I proceed to the - T
*". 2d Proprosep, which was to give the
Reasons of this PoINT; here obferve, that
GoD REQUIRES IT OF us, What do ye more:
¥ban others 2 He alfo exPeCcTS 1T, and that
reafonably ; for what eould be bave done more
Jor bis Vineyard than be bas dome? And be
comes Year after Year fecking Frait ; whick
if* he does not find, what can fuch Com-
BERERS of the GROUND expe&, but to be
tut pown ? Is it not juft and reafonable,
that' Fruit be proportioned to the Means of |
Fruitfulnefs ? Hereby God's Name will be |
bonoured ; fobn 15. 8. Herein is my - Fatbher
glorified, that ye bear much Frust: And
hereby God’s "Kingdom will .be promoted:
Suth a Life will incline us hereto, and givé
 Weight and '‘Authority to our Words. Itk
~ this Way, we ourfelves thall FIND REsT to |
our SouLs, and enjoy 2 Heaven upon Earth. '
. The Reafon why' we have fo little Comfort
§n Religion, is becaufe we are no more ree
ligious. Weak Grace is difficult to be difs
cerned by ourfelves and others, and the
Evidences of it are eafily darkened, but it
is not fo-when Grace is ftropg ¢ Befides the
Lord will not be behind-hand with us iA
this Life, -he will gracioafly Reward hi§
Peoples Painfulnefs and Fidelity in his Ser-
. ’ vicCs

e e et
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vice; he will give them more. -frequent,

Vxews ot that immortal Blcﬁ'cdnefs, ta

which they are haftening, and in ‘which’

they fhall be . for ever inftated, after a fevg

- Moments are elapfed. -

.- 'WE Profefs more; and bave promzfed more
than otbers, and therefore it is but reafona-
‘ble and decent, that we do more.---Wg
expeé? more, and therefore fhould do- more,
if not, our Expe(tations. are irrational.---
‘WE know more than otbers, and therefore
dhould . exceed them in Pracice; without

this our fuperior Intelligence anfwers no va-
-luablc End, but is a Lofs; inftead of a Be~
pefit :  For Be that kmows bis Mafler's Will,
.and. does it mt,ﬂzq]l Je: begten with double
Stripes.~—~OTHERS expet? more of us, who if
they are d:fappomtcd are prejudiced againft
-Rehgxon, and. mdﬂfed to geheve that there
ds nothing in _it, but Words and Pretences.
In fine, bereby our future Happinefs. will
be increafed, the Degrees of which will be.
ﬁropornoned to our Advances ir Hol.mc(s

ere, Luke 19. 16. 17.
" From what has been faid, we,ﬂxou!d bc
oxclted to propofe this folemn Queftion to

-ourfelves, What do.we more than others,?

Do, we exceed them in the Inftances before

’D\Gnﬂoned or not? thrca; do.we h\gc
B TR 4b0n

¢ b
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" dbove the Rate of thé Children of this
World? Alas, is there fiot Caufe of Mourn-
ing ahd Complaint? Are we not ¢carnal,and
do we not walk as Men? Below the Cha-
raQer of Chriftians ? Our Leannéfs, our
Leannefs, teftifies againfi us; the gradious
God hds taken much Pains with as;, by his
‘Word, -Ordinances, Providences; and Spirit,
but to- how little Purpofe? Wheteis our
Growth in Grace, our abundant Life, outr
thuch Froit? What have we done $or God,
and his Kingdom, in all the Space that-he
Hdsgiven us? What Ignorance, Pride, Peew
vithnefs, tath Judging, Selithrefi? Whae
Backbitings, Swel!ings, and Temaks do
#bound? How little Tove to God andl Ma#?
$ow little Faith, Holinefs, Humility, Flea-
“wenlinefs, Mcrcy, Meeknels, Forbeéarance?
VO that ‘my Head was Waters, and ‘mine
Eyes a Fountain of Tears, that T might

weep Day and ‘Night, for my own Sins,

’Wéakntfs Unfrultfulnt:fs, and forthe Sids
. of others_! Alas, our Time and Talents,
- have been in a2 Manher loft, arid the Al
r'gh ty ‘has been watering an ablmoRt dry
: extept we fpeedily repent and re-

fdri‘n therc is Reafon to fear, “thdt the
%ﬂ&ous Qod will take awny the Hedge of
Pintyard, amd 'kt it -be eaten-vup 5 -and
ek tbe Wall thereof, and let i¢ be trg:;
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en dewn. O let us remember.and apply
the Threatning of the King of the Church,
the faithyul and true Witnefs againft the . .
Churches of EpuEsus and Sarpis, Newver- 7
thelefs, I bave fomewbat againfi thee, becaufe '
thou baf left thy firfs Love. Remember there-
Jore from whence thou art fallen, and repent,
and do the firfp Works; or elfe I will come -
unto thee quickly, and will remcve thy Can-
- dleflick out of bis Place, except thou repent.

- Remember therefore bow thou bafl received and
" beard, and bold faf}, and repent. If therefore.

thou fhalt not watch, I will come on thee as
. g Thief, and thou flalt not know what Hour

I will come upon thee. (Rev. 2. 4, 5. and
* 3 Chap. 3 Ver.) We are now loudly cal- .
- Jed upon, by the JupemenTs of GOD,
 to humble ourfelves. before hitm, and reform
. 'what is amifs in our Conduét. In one
- Word, Sirs, Heaven and Earth, Ged and
- Mah, our cwn Intereft, and that of tke
Church and Nation, concur to invite and

+ urgeus to grow in Grace, and do more

than others.  Which may GOD of his
Mercy,,h‘clp us to ccmply with. AMmE,
-and AMEN, ' , :

)





