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" Candid RE ADER,

I_IAVI NG had the Opportunity of [eeing the following
SerMON, I think it my Duty fo fay, that it appears
to e, to be a SPECIMEN of @ fuperior GENIUS (and
awhat is fiill more noble) of “a difinterefled and undaunted
Zzar for GOD, his Kine, and CountRry; I heartily
wifh' it may be_of extenfive Service, and that the candid,
prous, and bumble Author, may live lng to compofe many

of equal Worth.
GILBERT TENNENT.
Philadelphia, Nov.
15, 1757:

The AuTHOR’s P R EF _ACE.

Candid READ E R,

HEN 1 obferved and confidered the amazing
Danger; which, at this Funélure, threatens our

civil and religious Rights and Liberties ;—-the Security and
Indolence of wvery many s—-our general Unprepareanefs for
Defence ;--that Numbers abfolutely refufe to repel the Eﬂemby,,
A2 V
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by Force and Arms;--and that no. proper and adequate
Meafires, - for -he public' Safety, are profecuted s I could
not be-unconcerned: Nor could I think 1t my Duty to be
aliogether filent, while the [mallelt Glimmerings of Hope
remained. Excited by thefe Confiderations, though various
Difcouragements flood full in View, I concluded, by the
following Sermon,” to caft my Mite into the public Treafury.

The Difeourfe now appears as it was delivered, fave that
the Form of the latter Part of the Application is altered,
and a few Sentences in fome other Puaits, that bad a direct
Reference to that Form, But the Matter is the fame,eand
Jet in the fame Point of Light in which I always defigned it i
Should be viewed.  The Expreffions alfo are the very [ame, fo
Jar as the aforefaid Alterations would permit.

1 chofe the Form in swbich it was delivered, for no other |
Realon, but that it appeared fo me more Jlriking, and better
calculated 1o engage the Astention of Mankind. 1 have
altered it, becaufe 1 fousnd by Objervation, that my Meaning
was mifunderfloods and I chufe the Form in which it now
appears, becaufe it is lefs liable to be miffaken.—-—

May the Gop of Battle arife I--plead bis own Caufe !--
diffufe a Spirit of public Zeal through our Nation 1--diftin-
guifh with his Favour our Sovereign King GEORGE the
Second 1--fucceed bis Arms 1--give a Spirit of Wifdom and
Fortitude to our military Commanders I——and, in particular,
blefs and profper his Excellency Lord LouDouN, in bis lyal
Endeavours to defend our Land!--Let the whole Earth be
Jflled with the divine Glory !  AMEN.

MK
R
WRERAA
SER
0

e}




Lo

B @%»’ﬁé% Redesede Mv‘f’ Rl 3’ %%é’ il
SRR "°%€‘@§I¢a?%’ %@?%‘3’?%%%‘%@%

The Curse ot MEROZ;
A

SERMON, de

Jupces v. 23. Curfe ye Meroz, [aid the Angel of the
Lord, curfe ye bitterly the Inbabitants thereof 5 becaufe
they came not to the Help of the Lord, to the Help of the
Lord againji the Mighty.

LTHOUGH Daty and Inclination both

confpire, to make the Publication of Gofpel
A Bieflings my ordinary Exercife; yet, who-

ever imagines, that my Office, as a Minifter
of CuRIST, confines me to this alone, underftands it
no better than they do the divine Nature; who fancy that
Gop has no other Attributes but Kindnefs and Love.: It
is certain, that the whole Council of God is to be declared,
< as Occafion calls: And as I have no Power to curfe
whom he b‘\.fﬁ.s, fo my blefling whom he curfes,
would not only be in vain, but acing out of Chara&er.
You know his Judgment of the falfe Prophets, who faid
Peace to thafe to whom there wasno Peace}, and proclaimed
Safety, when fudden and inevitable Deftrution was ¢ ap-

proaching.
T At 20, 27, 1 Fer. 0. 14
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proaching. 'Therefore, that I may avoid their Doom, I
muft not only 7ot blefs, but, fince the State of our Affairs
require me 70w 0 change my Voice*, 1 mutt proclaim the
Day of Vengeance of our God+, againft fuch as my Text
characerizes and dooms.

The Words are a Part of the famous, truly poetical,
and fpirited Song of the Prophetefs Deborah, compofed
on Occafion of the memorable Victory obtained by
Barak over Ifrael’s Enemies.

You know that the Ifraclites were God’s peculiar
People, and under his immediate Government, both as
to their religious, and civil State. Hence, by confider-
ing how he direted them, both in Peace and in War, '
we fay learn Leflons very important, and on which,
as being infallible, we can fecurely depend.

He is the God of Love. What then may be ex-:
pe@ed from him, when Enemies invade, and threaten
his Subjects with utter Deftruétion? Will not Love
direct them to be ftill and quiet, and to fuffer their Foes
to kill, or enflave them, rather than repel Force by Force
in their own Defence ?

This would doubtlefs have been the divine Order, if
Love had not been tempered with Fu/ffice, and directed
by eternal Wifdom. But the Lover of Righteoufnefs,
the Pattern of Propriety, and Guardian of his People’s
Rights, Orders far otherwife than fome imagine, who
miftake his Perfections, and the Genius of his Govern-
ment. Do Enemies invade, and bring Ifi-ael into Bond-
age’? Their glorious Sovereign roufes them to Arms.
Do Numbers, fired with a patriot Zeal for their civil
and religious 'Rights, take the Sword, and fignalize
themfelves in the bloody Baftle? They are enrolled in
the Records of eternal Fame. Are others fo flothful and

cowardly,

$.Gal 4. 200 1] 63 2
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cowardly, fo felfith, or fo peaceable, as to decline the
War, when the Deliverance of their Country requires
their Aid? They are blafted with a Curfe, and their
Memory rots under an indelible Reprogeh. . The former
is exemplified in the preceeding and following Context,
and the latter in our Text. Curfe ye Meroz, [aid the
Angel of the Lord, &c.

Meroz was moft probably fome City about the Lake
Merom || ; and from the raifed Expectations of Affiftance
from it in this War, it feems to have been then a confi-
derable Place : But the Curfe of Jemovau has blotted
it out from under Heaven, fo that there is no further
mention of it in Scripture. It alfo appears to have been
near the Field of Battle, and had the faireft Opportunity
of joining Barak's Army ; for none of the remoter Tribes
are curfed for not appearing on this Occafion.

It is fuppofable that fome, and efpecially thofe moft
concerned, would furmife, that the Prophetefs denounced
this Curfe from her own paffionate Refeniment againdt
them: But all Sufpicion of this| Sort is removed, by
obferving, that oz fbe, but the Angel of the Lord, com-
manded this Curfe ; which affures us, that our Text was
dictated by the Spirit of Truth, and exprefles the Mind
of God. *The Angel called upon other Ifaclites to
join. in curfing Meroz s Curfe ye Meroz, curfe bitterly, .
that is, be zealous and earneft in the Denunciation.

But why this? What Eyil had Meroz done? Had
the devoted Inhabitants invaded the Property of others,
or cruelly taken away their Lives? Did they take up

| Fo. 11. 3. Aruis

* ¢ This Branch of the Song, was dictated to her by the Lorn, by the
Miniftry ofan Angel; otheswife the neither would, ‘or durft have utrered
fo bitter a Curfe againft them, wiz. Poor, in Loc. This Curfe, faith
Hemy, on. the Place, is pronounced by the 4ige/ of the Lovd, our Loxd

Jusus, the Captain of the Lord's Hoff, ‘and thole whom he curfech, are
¢ curfed indeed.”
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Arms againft their Country, or abett and vindicate the
Enemies Caufe? None of all thefe. Their Crime was
a bare Omission : They did not affift their Brethren:
They attended their Bufinefs at Home, and would not
fight, though the Saféty of their Country, and Recovery
of their Liberty, called them to the Ield. ' They would
be efteemed among the BEsT MEMBERS of the STATE,
and expected to enjoy the Bencfits of Viftory, though
they ftood NeuTERrs, while their Nation was engaged
in War. Perhaps they thought themfelves wifer than
their Neighbours, and imagined they played a fure Game:
For if the Enemy ‘thould prevail, they might expect
Favour, as having done nothing to provoke their Dif-
pleafure ; and their own Countrymen would not hurt
them. Well, they may obtain the Favour of Ifrael’s
Enemiés, but they thall have the Curfe of Ifrael’s God,
who will treat them as his Fves: For the Caufe de-
pending between God and the Mighty, admits of no
Neatrality.
We are here naturally led,
1. To enquire what is meant by HELPING THE Lorp?
II. To thew, that there can be no Mepium between
not helping and oppofing bim: Or, that his Caufe
admits of no Neutraliy in any of his Subjects.
UI. In what Senfe they aré cursep, who do not
help him. And, ]
1. We are to enquire what is meant by belping the
Lord.
This Phrafe does by no Means imply, that the Lord
Gop Omnipotent, who is Self-fufficient, and All-fuffi-
cient, can ever need the Affiftance of his indigent Crea-
tures, for the Accomplifhment of his Defigns. He that
{poke the World into Exiftence, can never be at a Lofs
to fubdue thofe, whofe Being and Prefervation depend
on
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on his Pleafure.  We may be certain the Scripture is
perverted, if any Part of it is explained in a Senfe un-
worthy of ‘the divine Perfections, however the Words
may found. - And permit me to obferve; that they who
are always ' /izeral, or turn plain Scripture into ' Allegory,
will be found Blafphemers of God, not Interpreters of his
Word.

But pofitively, - the Phrafe of Helping the Lord, muft

be underftood, 1ft, As expreflive of his infinite Con-
defcenfion’ and Grace ; in that he is pleafed to accept
what is done, agreeable to his Prefcription, for his
Church or People, as done to himfelf. Inafmuch as ge
did it to one of the Leaft of thefe my Brethren, ye did it unte
mes. :
2. Do belp the Lord, is of equal Import with being
on bis Side, Exod. 32. 26, It is to cfpoufe the Caufe
which he approves, and in which he is engaged; ‘which
we know is always juft and good. Tt is impoflible te
help 4im in an unrighteous Caufe, who Aates Robbery for
burnt Offéring}. He is engaged for Truth againff Er-
ror 3--for Holinefs againft Sin ;--and for his People’s De-
fence againft their Enemies. In order then to help him,
we muft fearch diligently for T7ush, and having found
it, muft hold it faft :—Contend earnefily, ‘not for a Party,
but for the Faith once delivered to the Saints || 5 we muft
be exercifed unto Godlinefs*, mortify earthly ‘and fenfual
Lufts in ourfelves, and endeavour to perfwade others to
the fame Courfe: And if Enemies unjuftly invade us,
we muft bravely bazard  our Lives in the bigh Places of
the Field, in Defence of ourfelves,--of thé Tehdet and
Helplefs who are under jour Caré; ‘and the Privileges
with which we are entrufted. This leads me to obferve,’

B 3. That

§ Mat, 25. 40. 3 I 61. 8. | Fude 3. 3% 3 Tjm. 4 7
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'3, Thiat Helping the Lord implies, the vigdrous Ufe
of all proper Means for obtaining every good End. To
afe Means is all we can do the Event depends on the
Lérd himfelf, without whofe effectual Concurrence, the
beft adapted will be ufed ia vain: But if we ufe not the
Means, we do nothing (for no moté is in our Power)
and doing mothing cannot be called helping the Lord. He
ordinarily bririgs his Parpofes to pafe by 4 Chain of fub-
ordinate Caufes; or, in ‘other Words, by the Ufe of
Means : Therefore; if we ufe them not, 'we cannot be
faid to help, for we do fot work with him. ,

That he can accomplifh his Defigns without Mears;
15 readily gran—ted 5 but it-cannot be inferred from thence,
¢hat he does not ufe them, as the Contrary is the known
Maxim'of ‘his Govérnment. Lét ‘a féw Inftinces fufhice,
out of miany that might be given.

_ The bringing of Ifrael dut of Egypt, -and -expellitig the
Natioris of Canaan, are -afcribed folely to the divine
Efficiency; in Dedt. 4. 38. and 7. 22. e« Yet he
émployed -Ifrael’s Power and Adivity for thofe -Pur-
pofes (a.)

" He {et David on the Throne of Ifracl; yet obliged -hitn
0 fight his Way to it. Dadvid owns, that God _fubdued
#be People under bim s but how ?- By teaching bis Hands
20 War, andgirding bim with Strength, Ff. 18.732,34,47-

Gob -Rules the World: But he does it by Magiftates, |
whom he cloaths with Authority, and puts a Sword
into their Hands, with ftric Orders 7ot 70 beéar it-in vain, |

Rom. 13. 4. It is therefore a Crime 'to Jlet it'7u/ inthe
8cabbard, when Juftice ‘commands it to be unfbeatbed,
cither for the Protesdion of the Trijured and Opprefied, ‘or
for the Punifbment of ‘Ewvil-doers.
‘Paul was affured, that God Wwould preferve him, and
all that failed with him;; yet he was as certain, that if |
& Deut, 7. 22 LY o the ¢
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the Sailors did not abide in the Ship, they could not be
Javed ; Aéis 27. 24. 31.  for he kpew, that according to
the divine Conflitution, the Means are infeparable from
the End. ; :

In fecular Affairs it is well known, that Men reap as
they fow (b.) And the Vineyard of the Shtbful, in fpite
of all his good Withes, .or/ prefumptuous Faith, i/ be
aver-grown with Thorns, Prov. 24« 31.

We are required to pray to Gop for our daily Bread,
and to expe@ it only from his liberal Hand; but we
fhall be difappointed, if we do not labour for it: For he
that gives it, has neverthelef(s det¢rmined, that z£ eny
arll not work, neither fball be eat (o.) His promife is, thou
Jhalt cat Bread.. But by what Means fhall is be obtained?
In the Sweat of thy Face. Gen. 3. 19, It is indeed abfurd
to jfacrifice to our Net (d:) But as abfurd to caft it away,
and fay we need not ufe it ;

In Relsgion it is as plain, that if Chriftians would ob-
tain Grace, they muft feet it earnefly, in the Ut of ail
appointed Means, . Faith comes by bearing, Rom. 10 17.
and though it &e the Giftof God (¢) yet they who defire it,
muit attend on the Word preached. If we would have
the Knowledge of God, and-his #7¥, wemuft employ all
our scafoning Povers in fearching the Seriptures(f) and
dig for it a5 for hidden Treafuré. . If any ManJack Bij-
dom, he is direted to afk it of God, fFames 1. 5. Would
wee have a Spirit,of Prayer?--We muft pray for it tohim,
who gives the boly Spirit---~To whom? To them that of
bim, Luke 11. 13, » :

Hence it clearly follows, .that.they :who.expeét divine
Knowledge without fludying the:Scriptuzes ;--the holy

B 2 $pirit

t 62 Cor. 9.6, ¢ éﬂeji 3. 10. d Heb. 1. 16.
¢ Eph.2.8. f Hobw 5.39. |
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neglect ‘or refufe ordinary ‘Means.—--We then fay; with
Meroz, we will not help:--Let him do it himfelf, or
let it be undone.
For ought we know, the Inhabitants of Meroz, were
nfeience-bound ‘againft < Fighting, and had recourfe to
18 Pleas for their Fufification.~-Nay- -for their. Com=
endation. . They ~wouid be éfteemed,: forfooth, more
peaceable than their  Neighbours’; and would have no
cruel Hand: in fhedding Blood,+--But all their Pleas are
over-ruled by the fupreme Judge; and a: fearful Curfe is
denounced upon them, for their criminal Neglect.---
This brings me to thew,
# 2. That there can be no Medium between not helping
and oppofing the Lord:z: Or, that his-Caufe admits of ne
" Neutrality in any of his Subje&s. :

In REevicron this is evident. "We cannot ' ferve God
and Mammon, any more than one can ferve fwo Maflers (7)
commanding contradiGtory Things, Chriff and Belial,

1 Righteoufnefs and Unrighteou{nefs, are- fuch . icreconcil-
4 able Oppofites, ‘that no Medium can be found to.com-
promife the Difference. - We are not allowed o much
as to hefitate between Gob ‘and Baal (%.)

Iniesvil Policy the Matter is: alfo evident.  All who
underftand the Nature of Society, fee a manifeft Analogy
between a zatural Body, jand a Body politic. - Now if the
natural Body be fuppofed in Danger of | perithing, and

the Hands refufe: to adminifter! proper Nourifhment, or
the Stomach to: receive and [conco& it, when admini-
ftred :--If the Eyes and Feet are on contrary. Sides of the
Quettion, the former refufing' to. direc, and, the  latter
to move ;--is it not certain, that fuch recufant Members
do not only hurt their: refpe@ive Opponents, but the
“whole Body. 2 Do they “not expofe it to Ruin, according
to

Co

i

{ 2 Mat. 6, 24. £ 1 Kings, 18.‘ 21.
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Spirit, without Prayer s--faving Bleffings, without attend-
ing on ‘Gofpel Ordinances ;--or ‘Deliverance: from tem-
poral Enemies, without Fighting againft them, difcover
their deep Jgnorance of Scripture, of Reafen, and the
whole' Scheme of the divine” Government.. They rejelt
the proper appointed Means of «obtaining thefe Ands; and
when zhey are rejected, -there is.no Reafon to think, that
Gob will concur 'with': Means which he has not ‘ap-
pointed,  or work' Miracles ‘to encourage - Difobedience
and Prefumption. If they'will not fubmit to his Wi{= -
dom, he juftly gives them up to flrong Delufions, 1o be-
Lieve a Lie,. 2 Thefi2. 12. To expet immediate Di-
rection by Impulfes,' when Scripture, or the Reafon of
Things, afford  fufficient Light, is not to trwf, but to
tempt God 3 and to lay themfelves open to be practifed
upon, by the fubtile Prince of Darknefs, transformed inte
an ANGEL of LicuT (g) who will not fail to improve
his Advantage. ;

It is true, God has fome Times brought great Events
to pafs, without the Intervention of fecond - Caufes.
"This only proves that He is under no Neceflity of ufing
Veans, but cannot prove them to be unneceflary for us.
1t would be abfurd Reafoning, to infer from his feeding
Tfrael in the Wildernefs without their Labour, that we
ihould neither plow nor fow :--Or, becaufe he vverthrew
Sennacherib’s Army by an Angel, we may not refift in-
vading Foes, but wait for Miracles. We may as well
argue, that fecing he preferved Shadrach, Mefbach, and
Abednego, from being hurt by the Fire(h) we may
{afely attempt to live like Salamanders:

God may work -Miracles,  if he pleafes: But to- limit
him to them, would be in us, the moft daring Pre-
famption,  Yet this prefumptuous Thing we do, if we

o | neglec®

& 2 Cor, 11 14.; b Don, 327,
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fo thelr feveral Influence and Importance, only by fland
ing Newter, and not performing each its proper Funétion?
And is not a Medium, in this Cafe, between burting and

#iot belping, ablolutely impoflible
Thus far, the Cafe of a Body politic is exallly ; paralle
Let us fappofe a Nation engaged in a juff, but dangerous
War, and that a Number of the profefled Subjects are
for being at "Peace with the Enemies of the State, and]
therefore refufe to ‘give the leaft Aflifftance to repel the
unjuft Affailant by Force, but leave ethers to fight it out
as they can : Is it not equally certain, that thefe peace-
able Recufants expofe the Nation to ruin, in Propomon
to their Number and Influence ? If the Nation is ‘able to
maintain its Caufe without them, no thanks to them.
Let it be remembered, - that Meroz was not the lefs curfea
becaufe Barack got the Victory.
Who can find a Medium between not defending a Poft,
which is attacked, and firrendering it tothe Enemy? I
our Liberties arc mvadcd and we do not oppofe the In
vader, ‘do” we not give them away? There is here no
third Methed to be taken. © 'We muft do ome or the other
of thefe two. 'Therefore they who belong to a Com=
munity, and yet will not aflift in defending it when at+
‘tacked, are'to'be eftcemed as virtual Enewmstes, for they
deliver us into our Bnemies Hands, asfar'as their de-|
ferting ‘'us can ‘do’it. v
This can 'be proved by an 'infallible ‘Argument. " For
-our Lord accounts thofe his Enemies, who profcﬂin«r to
be his Followers, wereryet Newtrals. e that is-mot with
me, is againfl me and ke that gatheroth ot awith mey
Jeattereth abroad, Mat. 12. 30. This he fpeaks as g
univerfal Maxim, applicable inall like ‘Cafes. 'And ito}
confirm-this-yet more; when fpeaking of thafe who werg]
mot his profeffed Followers, but of another Community,
’ : he!
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he ebferves; that their nof besng againft bim, was a Proof
of their deing for bim, Mark 9. 38, 39, 40. He that is
not againfl us, 35 on our Part, And would we not all
aaturafly conelude, that thofe of an Enemy’s Army were
on our Side, who in Time of Battle would not fight
sgainft us? For when they do nothing to prevent our,
Victory, they manifelt a Willingnefs that we fhould ob-
tain it, though they are not in 2 Pofition to fight for us :
And when they do .nothing to make their own Army
viforious, they chufe it thould be vanquithed; though
they are not in Circumftances aftually to fight againft
them. Thus, by not oppofing us, they help us to gain
onr Point; and by not affifting their own, they expofe
them te ruin. v

_ Suppofe the. two Scales. of a Balance, by various
Weights in ‘each, to be equally poifed ; whatever is taken
out of the one, though it be not caft into the other, yet
caufes the other to outweigh that Scale out of ‘which it
was taken. ;

Are not our Ewemies and we dire& Contradictories?
If fo, is it not.impofiible, that both can be ferved by
our Peogple ? If they affift us, they oppofe our Enemiess »
if they Negle@ us, they give our Encmies an Advans
tage equal to their Number and Weight. In fine, if it
is_pofiible, in this Cafe, to find a Medium. between not
helping and hindering, I will own that:Light and Dark-
nefs may be  reconciled, and ‘Chrifi and Belial may he
- Friends.  Shocking 'Thought!---And is it not a like
- thocking -Inconfiftency, that the Members rof our Com-
munity, fhould profefs to be at Peace with the declared
Enemies of the State, while “wezare engaged in a juft
War againft them ? But how much more like Enemies
are thefe Members, if they think it their Dutyito prevent
our Defence, as far as their Influence extends ?
p Gop,
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Gop, the Founder of Society, will ever be a’cknow—«*
leged juft, in requiring the Blood: of every Man at the
Hand of his Brother'; one of the fame Community, Gen.S
9. 5. For every Member, according to his Place, fhould!
make the Defence of his Brother’s Life, againft unjuft’
Violence, his Bufinels. How fearful, then, will their!
Cafe be, who by Office are the People’s Protectors and
Guardians, and yet will not do their Utmoft to preferve
then from Ruin? When God makes Inguifition for Blood,
be avill remember them, Pf. 9. 12. and it will be a righ-;
terus Thing with bim, to’ diveft thofe of Power, who {o
abule it, as neither to be aerror to Evil-doers, nor o
Praife to them that do well, Rom. 13. 3. ]
To fay in excufe, that FiguTIng is againft their
CoNsCIENCE, ds'only to tell us, that their religious Prin-
ciples are fuch 2s oblige them' to betray their Fellow-!
Members, by leaving them in the Lurch, whenever
they are’invaded by an’ Enemy; and ‘moft need Affift-’
ance :--Such; as forbid them ta be fir Members of 4
Community in all Circumftances.  And to fay this, would
feem fufficient to convince rational Perfons, that Prin-
ciples, chargeable with fuch’ Abfurdities, however co-
Toured, muft needs be ‘faife: For none dare fay, that
pure Chriftianity unfits Men. to ‘be faithful Members of
Society,” €ither'in Peaceor War. «Alas! how fad is their
Condition, whofe religious Principles are' their Crime !
Their Ignorance in fo plain a‘ Cafe, and in 2 Land of
Laght, is not invincible, but voluntary (in fome Degree.)
If Perfons ‘have fufficient - Means "of Convition, but
through Party-Zeal, thut their Eyes againft the Light,
their“Perfwafion of a Falthood is the more aggravated.
However tender we' thould be of the Rights of Con-
Jeience, which -are “indeed’ facred, yet we muft fay, a
deceived Confeience cannot change the Nature of Things;

sannot |
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cannot make a finful, to become an holy. A@ion. Was
Paul guiltlefs in perfecuting the Saints, becaufe he did
it in Obedience to Confcience? No. Elfe he had no
Reafon to repent of it {o bitterly, as he afterwards did.
If flrong Delufions lead any 1o believe a Lie, will Con-
fcience make that Lie a Truth? Did the Fews Ignorance
of the Lord of Glory, fave them from that #rath, which
came upon them to the Uttermoft 2(1) If all thefe, and fuch
like, muft be anfwered in the Negative, how can we
efteern thofe to be znnocent, who for Confeience-Sake,
are a Clog to the neceffary Defence of the Community to
which they belong ?--Who for Confcience Sake, would
deliver us. up, and all our religious and civil Rights,
into the Hands of our Enemies ? No. We cannot but
hold them guilty of our Blood, and all ‘the fatal Confe-
quences of a Defeat: And therefore cannot but de-
nounce Evil to them, and all others, who do not a&
their Part, for the Support of a righteous Caufe. This
leads me to. enquire, v ,
3. In what Senfe they are curfed who. do not help the
Lord.

To Curfe, in the common Acceptation -of the Word,
is to with Evil to the Perfon, or Thing, in View. Our
Curfes cannot make any one miferable, -and therefore do
only exprels Defire of his Mifery, when taken'in the
worft Senfe.

But that the Point in Hand, may be more clearly
ftated, it is neceflary to premife fome Things negatively.

1. We may not take this Text in fuch a Senfe, as
would make it inconfiftent with the ‘Chriftian  Duties, of
bleffing thofe who curfe us—praying for our Enemies--and
Jor all Men. Nor may we take thefe Scriptures in a
Senfe inconfiftent with our Text. .We may not defire
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the final Evil of any; nor ceafe to pity the Milefable,. or
to pray for pardoning Mercy to the Guilty, while there
is any Hope. But as we know that Mercy is only ex-
tended to the Penitent, we fhould pray for their Re-
pentance, but not that God would pardon the finally
Impenitent and Unbelieving: For that would be to
pray, that he would, for their Sakes, falfify his Word.
So in praying for our Enemies, we can only be fuppofed
to defire their Reformation, but not their Succels in
their evil Defigns againft us. On the Contrary, we
may pray, that their injurous Attempts may be baffled,
which is, in that Refpe&, to curfe them.

2. We may not with Evil to any, from perfonal
Hatred, or to gratify private Revenge. This would be
contrary to that Love which we are commanded to ex-
ercife towards others ; and to that Forgivenets, without
which we are not to expect the Pardon of our Trefpaffes
from God. Weare certain, that the Angel of the Lord
did not intend, that we might induige Malice, or cven
vent our own Spleenn, under Pretence of public Zeal.

But ‘the Curfe denounced in our Text, will appear ¢
perte@ly confiftent with thofe Things, when limited to
the following Significations.

1. Confider it as declaring a Perfwafion, that ihe Per-
fons characferifed, wiLL BE CURSED ¢f God.

That this is. not a ftraining of the Word, is evident |
to all who know, that the Hebrews often ufe the Im-
perative, for the future Time. Or, the certain Futurity §
of an Event, is exprefled by Way of Defire, or Com-
mand. Thus the Prophets are faid to db thefe Things,,
which they only predic?, as Fer. 1. 1o. I bave fet thee
o root out, fo pull down, to defiroy, to throw down; fo
build, and to plant. In like Manner, curfe ye Meroz, |
is, “ pronounce her accurfed, and be aflured it will fo
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come to pafs.” For God has faid it, and his Curfes are
not impotent Wifhes, but make the Objects of them
miferable.

And certainly they who are guilty of the like Crime,
deferve the like Curfe, and have Reafon to fear it,
fince divine Juftice is ftill the fame. The Guilty may
defpife it, and put.it far from them, if they will ; but
no Colourings, Quibbles, or Sophifins, nor any Thing but
their Reformation, will fecure them from the Danger.
They have not to deal. with Men, but with that God
who judges according to Truth, and cannot be impofed
on by falfe Pretences.

2. To curfe Meroz, is to acknowledge that the Curfe is
juff. For Meroz would not regard her Country's Call,
nor cbey the Orders of her Sovereign & It is therefore
meet, and becoming, that he fhould call her Inhabitants
to account, and punifh them as Enemies to his Govern-
ment. And their injured. Country, having nothing to
plead in their Favour, will own they have deferved all
the Mifery ke inflits. In fuch a Senfe we are to un-
derftand the Scriptures, which affert that fbe Saints fball
Judge the Werld(m.) For Chrift as the fupreme Judge,
will pronounce the Sentence; and the Saints concur,
and declare it to be equitable and fit.

3. To curfe Meroz, is not only to own the Fuftice of
the Sentence, but alfo to acquiefce in it, becaufe juft ;
though it be attended with the Mifery of Delinguents.
In this View, the Pfalmif’s Imprecations are not fhock-
ing; and this is the ftrongeft Point of Light, in which
they can truly be fet. : ”

It is” a dreadful Doom which the righteous Lord pro-
nounces, and will execute on {piritual Baéxvlon Yet the
Heavens, Saints, Prophets, and dpofles,” are ‘all called

i} upon
7 Mat. 19. 28. and 1'Cor. 6. 2, 3.
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upon to rejosce in it, Rev. 18, 20. And what Pleafed- |
nefs appears in thofe. Acclamations, in Rev. 16. 550474
Righteous art thou, O Lord, which art, and wafl, and art |
to come, becaufe thou haft judged thus.--- For tley have fhed
the. Blood of thy Saints and Prophets, and thou baft given
them Blood to drink, jfor they are worthy.---BEven fo, Lord
God Almighty, true and righteous are thy Fudgments.---
Yet thefe, who are fo highly d/ighted with the dreadful
Executions of divine JusTick, are not turbulent, cruel,
and revengeful Spirits, but Saints and Angels, full of
Love to God and Men. But Juffice has an inexpreflible
‘Excellency, and a moft charming Beauty, to upright |
Minds. To be pleafed with its Execution, is only to be §
pleafed, that Things are as they ought to be. Fitnefs ,
and Propricty, can never fail of the higheft Approbation,
when they are obferved.  But diftempered Eyes cannot
bear the dazzling Light of the Sun; nor cam biind and
guilty Minds behold the Brightnefs of moral Beauty.

The Souls under the Altar (Rev. 6. 10.) are not
chargeable with the Want of fuch Love, as they ought
to have, who yet earncftly defire, that thesr Blood may |
be avenged on thofe that dwell on the Earth: Not becauie
they are malicious and revengeful, but becaufe they are §
pleafed with the Will of God, and as perfeét Spirits,
triumph in the Difplays of governing Righteoufnefs. |
To Delight in the Mifery of any; for its own Sake, is
the Part of infernal Malice: But to delight in the Ex- |
ecution of pure Juftice, though Mifery to the Guilty |
attends it, appears plainly to be the Part of 2 pure and
heavenly Mind.

Exzekiel, and the pious Captives with him, were ten~ |
derly touched, and even inconfolable, becaufe of Feru-
Jalem's approaching Mifery. In order to comfort them,
God propofes to their Confideration, the Juftice of the
Thing,
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Thing, Ezek. ’4'\“3}1 23. And ye fhall fee their Way,
and their Doings; andsye fhall be comforted concerning the
Ewvil that 1 bave brought upon Serufalem, even concerning
ALL that I have brought upon %, bow dreadful foever.
And they fhall comfort you, when ye [ee their Ways and
their Doings; and ye Jhall know, that I have not done
wiTHouT Cavuse, all that I bave done in ity faith the
« Lord. 'The Sum of the Argument is, though ' the
Ruin of your Country is fo. very infupportable to you;
yet when you fee plainly, that pure Juftice required it,
you will be fatisfied, becaufe you love Rightcoufnefs;
notwithftanding that you ftill retain the fame compaffion-
ate Temper.”

O! it is dreadful to behold ‘the Havock of the hu-
man Race!--to fee Scourging, Hanging, Torturing,
Burning !-- to fee Fields of Blood, mangled Bodies !--
the Earth gorged with the Gore of its Inhabitants !--
populous Cities in. Heaps! and a joyful and profperous
Country an horrid Wafte ! But let a true Chriftian fee
the Sins that procured all this, and his Mind will be
at Reft, becaufe he fees it to be a fit and righteous
Thing. And to fuch a one, Injuftice and Impropriety
alone, would have a more fhocking Afpe& than all
thefe Horrors. .

What honeft Man but is pleafed, that a Robber, or
Murderer, is difcovered' and punifbed? He is forry for
the Guilt, and pities the miferable Cafe, of the fuffering
Crimipal : But thould the Courfe of Juftice be ftopped,
and fuch Mifcreants be carrefled, or winked at, his
Sorrow would be unfpeakably greater. A juft Judge
-will condemn a Malefa&or to a cruel Death’; yet none
charges him with Want of Love, Humanity, or Incon-
fitency, on that Account.

But




But why need I add more ?--The Gop of. Love, of]
-Mercy, and Kindnefs, dooms impenitent Sinners to efer-
nal Woes.—--This he does, not becaufe he delights in
their Deftruction, but becaufe he regards Rightecufnefs,
above #orlds. What fhall we think, then, of partial;
fe!fith, and ignorant Profeflors of Religion, who would}
let Jufice, Truth, and all go, rather than exercifc duel
Severity 2 They would, forfooth, appear more mercifull
than God himfelf. Saints, Prophets, Apoftles, and
holy Angels, are cruel, compared with them, and far}
from their meek and peaceful Difpofitions. = But unhap-
pily, thele Men, thus hyperbolically Merciful, who!
profefs more Love to Peace, than to Juftice, Propriety,
and Fitnefs, do, by that very Thing, break the Hars
mony of the divine Attributes, and prove themfelves!
unlike to God;-~to Saints on Earth, and in Heaven s--td
Saints under the old Teftament, and the New. Love
and Mercy are falfe, when partial: We fhould love]
and  pity our Enemies; but ourfelves too, and that inf
the firft Place : For Self-Defence is our original Law
Wherefore if an Enemy feeks to kill us, our killing
him ‘to fave ourfelves, is no Violation of the Law of
Love, but rather a Fulfilling it : Whereas, if in fuch 2
Cafe we are paffive, we praically approve and promote
all that Iniquity and Barbarity, we pretend to dread and
deteft ; and are confequentially guilty of Selt-Murder.

On the whole, you fee, that curfing Meroz, obliged
them to indulge no Temper of Spirit, contrary to the
Gofpel of Peace: No, nor yet different from that Tem
per they would have, had they been in Heaven. |

The principal Inference, which I intend to profecutey
is this, 1

That Britifh Subjects, who refufe to affit their la
bouring Country, in the prefent War, are obnoxious td
the Curfe of Meroz. This
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This wiil be evident, by fhewing, that we are en-
gaged in a good CAvsk, and fo are on the Lord’s Side :
Confequently, they who do not belp to fuppert this Caufe,
do not belp the Lord.

If our Enemies were the dggreffors, and like Robbers,
invaded our Property.in Time of Peace, it is lawful and
right for us to defend it, by repelling them: For we
are accountable to God for the Gifts of his Providence,
and may not give them up to an unjuft Invader, at his
Pleafure. If it is juft, and our Duty, to defend our-
felves againft domeftic Robbers, it cannot be the Con-
trary,  when we have to deal with foreign Onss.  Now
it is we!l known, that the Fremch had feized on the
Lands of Onio, and were fortifying themfelves within
tge Britifb Territorses, before a Sword was drawn againft
them.

Should any fuggeft, ¢ that faid Lands are the Pro-
perty of the Judians ; and fince neither of the contend-
ing Parties had any Right to them without Purchafe, it
cannot be faid that we had a detter Right than the
French; for both are on an equal Footing.” To this
it may be anfwered, that though neither Party had a
Right to thofe Regions without Purchafe; yet if the
Natives gave the firft Grant of them to Brifons, our
Caufe is juft and good. 'Now fuch a Grant feems to
foliow of Courfe, when we confider, that the Indian
Nations, who have Dominion over them, are the Alies;
and perhaps I may fay, in fome Refpecs, the Subjects
of Great-Britain ; ‘that they have ftill fold their Right,
s we had Occafion to purchafe; and encouraged the
extending of our Settlements.

If, as the Objecion fuppofes, the Lands in Queftion,
lay in common as to Europeans. among themfelves ; then,
according to Principles of natural Eguity, the firft Occu-
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pant fecured the Right to them, in refpe of all other
Claimants, befides the Natives.. And it is on this Prin-
ciple, fo far as I can difcover, that feveral Nations of
Europe claim a fpecial Right to thofe American Regions
they reipectively poflefs. * But it is evident from antient
Charters, that Britons were the firft Occupants of the
Lands aforefaid, in refpeé of their Eurgpean Neighbours. §

Befides, former Treaties have  been produced, that
thew, the French were circumferibed in fuch Bounds as |
do not reach near the Okbso. ' Thus our Claim appears to
be better founded, and confequently the #%r, on our
Part, is juft. 4

But though this Mattet“gave the firft Oceafion to the
War, yet, confidering the Enemies we have to deal with,§
far greater Things are at Stake. We contend for aj
large and fertile Country ; but our civil Rights and Li-|
berties, and our RELIGION too, are interefted in thel
Event. If our Enemies prevail, they will think them<
felves licenfed to opprefs and afflic us always: It willl
dppear to them' good Policy, to leflen our Numbers b
any violent Meafures, that we may be difabled fromi
attempting the Recovery of our Liberty ; and doubtlefs
they will deftroy thofe, whofe Influence they would!
have moft Caufe to dread.

In this Cafe, no Man could call any Thing he poffe
fes his own ; no, not his Life. All his Labour will be
at the Difpofal of his Enemy. And what can be ex
pected from fuch? Tyranny is the Gemius of their Go
wernment, and bloody. Cruelty of their Religion; by bot
which, their. Tempers are fo formed, i2s to be more fif
for the Rule of Beafts, than of Men. They are as juftly
chara@erized, @ bitter and bafly Nution; as ever the
Chaldeans were; Hab. 1. 6. if we can depend on hiftos
- qieal  Bodksodl a
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If they prevail, they will fupprefs Truth and Righte-
oufnefs. The popifh Mass-Book will be impofed, in-
ftead of facred Writ; and inftead of pure Ordinances of
divine Inflitution, an endlefs Round of Pagan Ceremonies,
new vamped :--Rites fo whimfical and phantaftic, that
they manifeft themifelves to have been the Figments of
crazy Brains, or deluded Imaginations. They will re-
quire us, on our higheft Peril, to believe the infallible
Truth of unproved Traditions, foolith Legends, and Inm-
poffibilities, inftead of a rational Syflem of divine Truth.
Inftead of an orthodox, evangelical Miniftry, we fhall
have a2 Swarm of hypoeritical Monks, Friars; Priefts,
and Jefuits ; whofe Deceit, Pride, Luft, Cruelty, and
Avarice, will, when they have got the Afcendant,
make it feem, as though ke Mouth of the Lottomlefs Pit
was indeed gpened (n) if the Reprefentations of eredible
Perfons, who well knew them, can be believed.  The
Right of educating our Children will be taken from us,
and they zaught to ‘forfake the God. of their Fathers;--to
mutter Words which they do not underftand, and count
Beads, inflead of Prayers ;--to adore a confecrated Wafer,
and truft in the Interceffion of departed Saints, inftead
of depending on the one only Mediator, Chrifi Fefus.
In thort, Ignorance and Error will break in as a F lood,
and involve a Land of "Light in worfe than Egyptian
Darknefs. Then will thofe who dare not die for true
Religion, be forced to redeem a wretched Life, by pro-
feﬁing to believe the Truth of thofe Pofitions, which
they know to be falfe. O! what Numbers of fenfual,

fcc}l“’, and carelefs Proteftants, will be enfnared in rhat
#vil Time | Their Confciences counteracted and defiled,
Will Torture them with deadly Gripes; and it is Ten
%0 One, but they will die under the fearful and certain

Profpec of future Torments: To thefe difmal Straits
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they expofe themfelves, and their F ellow-Subje&ts, who
will not oppofe the prefent Enemy by Force.

Now, if the Security of invaluabic Rights and Privi-
leges, the Prefervation of pure Religion, the Glory of
Gop, and Hzai,ll.:inefs of Pof’tsrity, are all concerned in
the Quarrel, it is evident we have a good Caufe, and
are on the Lord’s Side. And if fo great. Matters depend |
on our Exertion, who can be o infatuated, as not to |
beftir himfelf? Who fo deluded by the Enemy of God
and Men, as to think it his Duty to ftand A “2
Who dares preterid to be more peaceable than ;
ofter God's own Heart, and other pproved § :
Nay, more peaceable than the ngel gf the Lord, and §
the Lord of Angels.

It is vain to obje, that < thefe are old Teft
Inftances ; but that we are under 2 diferent D
tion, which admits of no Violence in any Cafc
whatever Differences there are between the tv
fations, they cannot be fuch as change t!
Realon of Things. If there can bea
sng° between God and the Mighty, it will be as
not to appear on his Side now, as it was fo
What falfe Conceptions of the Gofpel Difpent
they, who imagine it prohibits our defendiie,
Force, the Caufe of the Lord?2 Is the Gofael
the Ruins of buman Nature 2 When we become
ans, muft we ceafe to be Men? Does it erad;
original Impreffion of Self-Prefervation? Does ;
our Obligations to our King, and our Country 2--
ther, do they not wreft every Text, which they
to fpeak what is centrary to the eternal Reafon of 7
and tomany other Scrzprures? Be not deceived : C
has the fame Regard to Truth, Yufice, and Propriet,
that he ever had; and he will always act according to}
his Word, in its true Intent and Meaning, and not ac-§
cording to ths erroneous Conceptions .of  thofe who

miftake®
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miftake it.  Delufive Notions afide’; let thofe: who have
not perverted original Nature itfelf, Jpeak what they feel,

Who, that has been ufed to:'walk at Liberty, can
bear to goiin Sbackles? Who, -that has enjoyed the Fruit
of his Labours, and had as firm Security for his fmall
Pofleflions, as the /ling for his Throne, can endure, that
all thould be precarious, and at the Difpofal of 4 Tyrant2
Vho, that can: relith the Sweeis of dometic Society,
and rejoices in 4 chafle, beloved Wife, can bear the
Thoughts of feeing her forcibly  debaucked; and his
Virgin Daughters, deflowered, by “abandoned Ruffians 2-«
His Sous the Huse of his Family, flain, or enflaved ?--

I edts of their Happinefs in the
bed, and his Hopes funk in utter
Provifion, that his Induftry and Care
had laid up for them, now feized, and diftributed among
his and their Enemies, and the whole preceeding Time
of his Life entirely loft ? Who, that has lived in affluent
Circumftances, can endure the Thoughts of Beggary,
when he has none to fupplicate for Relief, but an in-
fulting Foe? In a Word, who, that defires to tranfmit
the Bleflings he has enjoyed to his Pofterity, can bear
to fee them deprived of the Greateft ?--Of All ~-Robbed
of Lizberty, Property, and Religion, at once?

Our Fathers purchafed this goodly HerR1TAGE for us,.
at the Price of great Labour, and much Bliod ;3 nor
thought the Purchafe too dear, provided they might entail
It on their Pofferity for ever: And fhall we, O degenerate!
Jball age, through’ Sloth, Cowardice, or Delufion, break
th? Entail? Shall we leave our Children, Slavery for

iberty, erbitrary Government, for Law and ' Equity,
.nd Popery, for ‘the pure Chriflian Religion 2 O, cruel

arents | falfe and treacherous Friends ! unworthy, ut-
terly unworthy, of thofe tender and endearing Names !
Unworthy to whom fuch precious Privileges thould have
been entrufted | j¢ was like putting a Price nto the Hands

e of
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of @ Fool, who knew not its Ufe or Value, and therefore
fquandered it away. Unworthy of Society, who betray
its beft Interefts ; and when Afliftance was moft needed,
inftead of defending, have delivered them up to our
Enemies ! :

Could our pious and waliant Forefathers tife from
their Graves, and fee the doflardly, fordid, and felffb
Difpofitions of many of their Offssring ; their Effeminacy,
Luxury, falle Notions, Confinement to little Party-Inte-
refls, and dbfolute Went of public Spirit, what would
they think? or what fay? They would difown fuch
degenerate Minds and Manners ; and blufbing at the
Sight, would haften back to their Greves, now more
belrved, becaufe they hid from their Eyes a Scene fo
Jhocking and detefiable !

When, therefore, our Honour and Safety are at Szake;
when the Interefts of Religion and Liberty,--when our
King (the Darling of every faithful Britih Subje®)--
when our Country, our Wives, Mothers, Siffers, tender §
Infants, and Children not yet born, all, with one Voice,
cry to us ‘for Help, thall we refufe to exert ourfelves? |
Are our Hearts made of Steel or Adamant, that they can
refift the perfwafive Oratory of f{uch Supplicants? Shall §
fuch a loud, united Call, not awaken us from a lethar-
gic Sleep? Are our Spirits fo ftupified and benumbed by |
Errors, or falfe Pleafures, that no Profpes can entice; 4
no Dangers alarm 2 And will nothing but Defrustion |
itfelf make us fenfible? Then, it is high Time we go
off the Stage, and give Place to others who will a& a
better Part. i

But fome of you are ready "to interrupt me, and fay,
¢ To what Purpofe are all thefe moving Confiderations |
¢ propofed to us? Is there any Need to inflame the |
< Breafts that have long ago glowed to be in Action 2
“ But what can we do? In what Cafe can we afford |
 Help? You know, Sir, that the Hands of the Valiant §

< them=8
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themfelves -are tied up, by the unhappy, the ominous
Difputes of our LEGISLATURE, refpeéting a MirrTia
« Law. Let Matters be once fet on fuch a Footing,
¢ as will enable us unitedly to contend for our Country,
without being expofed to the Infolence and Tyranny
of a Party, who would impofe uxequal Burdens upon
¢ us, and then eccufe us if we refufe to exert ourlelves.
« Butat prefent, there is no proper Law made, to an-~
fwer the aforefaid Purpofe.” :

I confefs, BreTrREN, I know not how to anfwer
this Objection. . How our Legiflative Body can folve it,
and acquit themislves of Blame, they beft know. ' Bat
however willing I am to hope the beft, I dare not ven-
ture.to defend any Meafures, that fo much as feem to
prevent the Help of the Lord againft the Mighty.

What thall we fay ? The State of our Affairs is truly
diftrefling. at prefent, and no encouraging Profpets are'
yet opening to us. Nay, the Heavens feem rather to
be gathering Blacknefs, and threaten us with an awful
Storm. - And though we bave not defired the woeful Day,
yet we cannot but apprehend it is: approaching, and fo
much the fafter, as divine Judgments, already inflicted,
do not engage the Inbabitants of the Werld to learn Righte-
oufnefs ; but on the Contrary, Impiety appears more
triumphant. - Multitudes dare to.trample on the inviola-
ble' Authoerity, and tranfgrefs the facred Laws of God.
nnefs, Whoredom, Blafphemy, profane Swear-
Wreaking, Contemipt of the Gofpel, and
W inces 3 they encreafe the national Guilt, and
draw down divine Vengeance on the Land.

Many, in' the Pride of their Hearts, affume to corre&
infinite Wifdom ; refufe to humble them(eives, to faft,
and make plication. to their Judge, on Account of
their own Sins, and thofe of the Nation. God will
certainly wifr for thefe Things; and fuch Perfons may
dread all the Effes of his Dilfpleafure, according to the
Current
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Current of Scripture: But. our prefent Text ‘hears a
fearful Afpedt, more efpecially on thofe of the ?owmg
Characters.

Thofe who prefer private, or party Intereft, or Re-
venge, to the pubuc VVW ;--to the Caufe of Juftice and
Truth: Or, through-mere Indolence, (/wc.oufnc s, or
other falfe P r.nqp]ea, refufe to exert themfelves for the
Defence of their Country, and by Force and Arms to
repel the Enemies of our Religion and Liber

Who, being Members of tne Legiflature, will net
confent to juft and impartial Laws, ne»e;m‘y for our
Defence; and this, that they may fecure the Favour
of a Party :---

Who traiteroufly confpire with the Enemies of their
Country, abett their unrighteous Caufe, and bid them
God-[peed :---

Who, being fupported and employed by their Country
for its Defence, yet by an effeminate Delicacy, or ener
vating Pleafures, unfit their Bodies, and indify
Minds, for military Fatigues; and when the Enemy
aflaults, act the Coward, and kecp back their Swords
Jfrom Blood :---

Or, being Minifters of State, indulge themfelves in
Luxury; revel and debauch at their Country’s Expens
and neglect to confult the beft Meafures for its Vs
nor watch for Advantages, and Opportunitics of ferving
its true Interefts :=—-

And, in fine, all who are not fired thh an
Zeal in the Caufe of their Gop, of their Ki
Country ; and cannot affent to the Juttice of the Do
pafled on the foregoing Charaéters, without Condemmu
themfelves.

Thefe Chara&ers are not condemned from Paffion, or
party Zeal, but from a full Conviction that the Appli-
cation is juft. - And I cannot but judge, that all, whofe
Hearts

1

i

1
o
o




®. [ o3 ]

fiearts are loyal, and whofe Religion is feriptural, will
readily and fully acknowledge the Juftice of it,

But I do not chufe to conclude with a Curfe: And
though my Text mentions nothing eife, yet, by a Parity
of Reafon, it is not impertinent to pronounce Bleflings
on thofe of a contrary Character. For if they who help
not the Lord, are curfed ; it follows, that they who do
are blefled. Were they blefled, who were the a&ive

ruments of God’s Vengeance on antient Babylon 2 So,
much more, will they, whe in their own neceflary
ce, are the Inftruments of his Vengcance on {pi-
oylon, the Mother of Harlots, aud Abominations

¢

Now, ‘whoever could affent to the Juftice of the Curfe
the preceeding Cafes, will with great Pleafure, con-
g Bleflings on thofe,

Who revere the awful Authority of the moft High,
1 from pious Principles obey his Precepts, fan&ify his

1 his Ordinances, and live foberly and
mit- to. the Infiruétions of hig
to his providential Difpenfations 3

ilt, and humble themfelves by fafting,

on, in this Day of Rebuke;
i, to' plead for the Land
1, Jor all the Abominations that

ind blefled be they,
by the Frowns or Smiles of a Party,
afh Confiderations, difintereftedly feek
blic Welfare, and faithfully exert themfelves to
Uttermoft, according  to their {everal Plices and
Stations, for the Defence of their Country, 'Religion,

and Liberty :-—-

Who chearfully take the Sword when Neceffity calls,
and defpifing an unmanly Delicacy, endure Hardnefs as
becomes goed Soldiers, and ftand prepared to face Dangers,
and encounter Difficulties:-~-Who, when the Enemy breaks

0 Ez¢k. 22. 30. and 9. 4. n
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31 as a Flood, bravely oppofe themfelves to the Torrent,
lay the Hero, and hazard their Lives in the high Places
of the Field s--nor do their Swords return empty, but are
died with the Blood of the guilty Slain :-—-

Blefled be the Members of the Legiflative Body, who
are of a candid ' and impartial Spirit ; who endeavour to
promote equitable and ncceflary Laws, and whofe firm
Refolution, in what is right, cannot be fhaken by Op-
pofition :---

lefled be the Minifters of State, who fpend their
Time and Strength, and exert their Abilities, for the
good of the Nation; whofe watchful Eyes difcover
Dangers, while at a Diftance, and prudently avert them;
obferve Advantages, and vigoroufly improve them.

And blefled be all loyal Subjeéts, who had rather die,
than give up their Country to ruin; whofe {ympathizing
Hearts feel all her Calamities, rejoice in her Succefles,
and kindle with an upright Zeal for her Safety ; who
love and honour his prefent Majefty King GEORGE, our &
rightful Sovereign, and pray for the Continuance of his 8§
important Life, and the Profperity of his Reign: And
in 2 Word, can joyfully fay Amen to all thefe Bleflings,
from a well grounded Confcioufnefs of an Intereft in
them, fo far as they refpect the feveral Stations in which
they are placed.

Thefe be the Perfons whom God himfelf delights to
Honour. Future Ages will rife up, and call them blef-
fed ; and the Blefling of thofe who were ready to perifh,
will come upon them.---Bleffed fhall they be tn. the City, 38
and. bleffed in the Field : Bleffed when they come in, and
bleffed when they go out.~--Blefled in Life, and more
abundantly in Death, and blefled to all Eternity.---And:

Let all the People fay, AMEN.

b SN i Lt
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