THE SOUTHERN

PRESBYTERIAN REVIEW,

CONDUCTED. BY
AN ASSOCIATION OF MINISTERS,

AT

COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA.

VOLUME XV.

COLUMBIA, 8. C.:
STEAM-POWER PRESS OF O. P. PELHAM.

18638.



CONTENTS OF VOLUME XV,

NUMBER 1.

ARTICLE
I.—PERsONAL ENGAGEMENT IN THE WORK OF FoOREIGN

MissioNs. By the Rev.J. LEreaToN WILSON, D. D.,

. Secretary of Foreign Missions, Columbia, 8. C., - -
II.—THE LAW OF THE SABBATH, IN ITS BEARING UPON
NarronaL ProsperiTy. By the  Rev. Epwarp
MarTIN, Nottoway C. H., Va., - - - - - . . .
III.—THE D1viNe Porposk IN THE CLassics. By the Rev.
J. H. Bocock, D. D., Appomattox C. H., Va., - - -
IV.—THE GENERAL AssEMBLY oF 1862. By the Rev. Jo-
serH R. WiLson, D. D., Augusta, Ga.,, - - - - -
V.—HymN-Book Making. By the Rev. A. F. Dickson,
Orangeburg C. H,,8.C.,, - - - - - - - . . .
VI.—CoNTRIBUTIONS TO THE ECOLESIASTICAL HISTORY OF
ABBEVILLE DistrICcT, 8. C. By M. E.D,,- - - -
VIIL.—Mortrey’s Duror RepuBLio. By the Rev. Jorn B.
Apger, D. D., Prof. Eccl. Hist. and Church Polity,
Columbia, 8. C.,- - - - - - - - - - . - .

NUMBER II.

I.—DxvriTzscH ON GENESIS. Bythe Rev. GEor4E HOoWE,
D. D., Professor of Biblical Literature, Theological
Seminary, Columbia, 8.C., - - - - - - - - -

II.—SUPERIORITY OF THE GREEKS IN LITERATURE AND
THE FINE ARTs. By the Rev. Prof. E. F. ROOKWELL,
Davidson College, N.C., - - - - - - - - - .

Paex

23
80
52
61

78

94

¢

161 ™

198



v CONTENTS.

ArTICLE
III—TrE ReraTioNs oF Lanciage. By the Rev. R. C.
KercHUM, Clarkesville, Ga.,- - - - - - - - -
IV.—THE Puritans. By the Rev. JosepH M. ATKINSON,
Raleigh, N.C,, - - - - - - -« - - - - - -
V.—LiFg, CHARACTER, AND GENIUS OF THE LATE REV.
JaMEs H. THORNWELL, D. D., LL. D. (With a Por-
trait.) By the Rev. B. M. PaLMER, D. D., New Or-

leans, La.,, - - - - - - -« - - -« < & - -

NUMBER III.

L—ON THE NATURE AND UsEs oF ArT. By JosepH LE-
ContE, M. D., Professor of Natural Science, South
Carolina College, - - - - - - .

II.—THE ProPLE AND LANGUAGES OF WESTERN AFRICA.
By the Rev. J. LErcaToN WiILSON, D. D., Secretary
of Foreign Missions, Columbia, S. C., - - -

III.—LETTER To THE Rxv. DR. ROBERT J. BRECKINRIDGE.
By the Rev. JorN H. Bocock, D. D., Appomattox
C.H,Va, - - - - - - - -

IV.—REPORT ON THE STATE oF THE CHURCH. By the Rev.
A. W. MirrER, Petersburg, Va., - - -

V.—PsaLmMopY AND THE UNioN. By the Rev. EpMUND
L. ParronN, President of Erskine Collegs, S. C., -

NUMBER IV.
I.—THE WAR oF THE SoUTH VINDICATED. By the Rev.
Tromas SmytH, D. D., Charleston, 8. C.,, - - - -

II.—ON THE NATURE AND UsEs o¥ ART. (Concluded.)
By Josers LeConTE, M. D., Professor of Natural
Science, South Carolina College, - - - - - - .

IIT.—GEOLOGY AND IT8 ASSAILANTS, - - - =» = - =« =

IV.—ReLiaioN AND Poritics. By the Rev. JamEs A.
Lyon, D. D., Columbus, Miss., - - - - - - - -

Paaz

205

230

255

311

849

372

405

448

479

615
649

569



THE SOUTHERN

PRESBYTERIAN REVIEW.

VOL. XV.—NO. 1.

JULY, MDCCCLXII.

ARTICLE I

PERSONAL ENGAGEMENT IN THE WORK OF
FOREIGN MISSIONS.

AN ADDRESS TO CANDIDATES FOR THE MINISTRY.

I ask your attention, my respected young brethren, to
the subject of personal engagement in the work of Foreign
Missions. I have no apology to offer, and I presume you
have none to ask, for claiming your attention to a matter
of such unquestionable importance. It may be taken for
granted, that in taking the necessary steps for fitting your-
selves for the work of the ministry, you-have already settled
the question of your call to this sacred office. It is to be
hoped that, in adopting this conclusion, you were guided
by the Holy Ghost; and that the only object you had then,
and the only desire you have now, in seeking this office, is
to honor your Redeemer in the salvation of your fellow-
men, ' :

The next question which will naturally occupy your
thoughts, and especially of those of you who are approach-

° ing the close of your studies, is, where you are to exercise
those ministerial functions for which you are now fitting
VOL. XV., NO. I.—1 :



2 Personal Engagement in [JuLy,

yourselves. This inquiry, if prompted by right motives,
and conducted in the proper way, brings you at once face
to face with the question, whether you are to labor in your
native land, or are to become Foreign Missionaries—this
primary question having been settled, either way, others, of
a subordinate nature, will present themselves for considera-
tion, but with these we shall have nothing to do at present.
Yet it is a matter of momentous importance to your hap-
piness, your usefulness, and the interests of the Redeemer’s
kingdom, that the main question be settled in accordance
with the Divine will.

In the discussion of the subject before us, it is not our
purpose to hold the balance between the claims of the
home and the foreign fields, but to place the latter, the
foreign work, in its true and proper position; and we wish
it to be distinctly borne in mind, throughout all the remarks
we shall offer, that constant reference is had to the existing
difference in the actual condition of the two fields; in other
words, that one is a Christian land, where the Gospel is
habitually dispensed, and where all have some knowledge
of the Christian salvation, whilst the other is wholly with-
out the light of the Gospel, and where none have any
knowledge of this salvation whatever.

Before proceeding to the main points of our discussion,
it is necessary to notice one or two false assumptions that
have connected themselves with the subject.

One of these relates to the order in which the different
nations of the earth are to be evangelized. No question is
raised in relation to the fact that all are to be brought to
the knowledge of the Saviour. The Gospel, according to
the Divine command, is to be preached in all the world,
and to every creature, and through this means all the peo-
ples, and kindreds, and tongues among men are to be
brought under the dominion of the Lord Jesus. The field
to be cultivated is the world—the whole world. But by °
what process, or according to what order, is this to be
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brought about? According to the theory we have under
consideration, our own country is to be thoroughly evan-
gelized first ; after that, those nations which stand next in
the scale of civilization; and, last of all, the more degraded
Pagan nations of the earth. The more popular form of the
argument is, that our own countrymen must be converted
before we can undertake any thing of importance for the
rest of the world ; and ‘the reason alleged in support of this
view is, that when our own country is thoroughly evan-
gelized, and all her resources are consecrated to the Lord, we
shall be enabled to prosecute the foreign work with a more
vigorous and powerful arm. But the question arises, who
authorized this particular mode of procedure? Not the
Lord Jesus ; for He commanded His Gospel to be preached
in every nation, and to every creature, irrespective of any
such plan. Not the Holy Ghost; for He has placed the
seal of His approbation to the truth, wherever it has been
proclaimed. Not the Apostles or primitive Christians; for
they went every where, making known the unsearchable
riches of Christ. Not the providence of God; for that, at
the present moment, is laying open all the heathen nations
of the earth to the influences of the Gospel. The theory
betrays a human origin, and, on this account alone, ought
to be regarded with distrust. Against it there lie two very
serious objections. One of these is, that it presumes to
understand the unrevealed purposes of Almighty God, and
lays down a programme, if we may so speak, by which He
is to proceed in the conversion of the nations to Himself.
But who knows that it has been decided in the councils of
Heaven that our own country is to be first among all the
nations of the earth to be fully and completely evangelized ?
‘Who knows that this great favor may not be reserved for
India, for-China, or for poor, miserable, degraded Africa?
‘Would it be any novelty in the economy of Divine grace,
if the first should be last, or the last first? DBut an
equally serious objection is, that it entirely misapprehends
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the nature and functions of the Christian ministry. When
we speak of evangelizing this or that nation, according to
a certain order, it implies that the work of conversion be-
longs to men ; whereas, it is peculiarly and exclusively the
office of the Holy Ghost. Our work (and we can not keep
this too distinetly before the mind) is to spread the knowl-
edge of the truth among men, leaving it for the Holy
Ghost to make it effectual to their salvation, and bring
about the evangelization of the different nations, according
to His own plan and order.

The other false assumption has reference to our relation
to the work. It is a very common idea, especially among
young men about to enter the ministry, that they are to
labor in their native land, as a matter of course, unless they
have some special call to go abroad. Itis not easy toaccount
for the prevalence of thisidea, unless it be found in the fact
that the great body, even of intelligent Christian men, have
no proper appreciation of the claims of the Foreign Mission-
ary cause. If any thing is to be taken for granted at all, the
converse of this general proposition is, perhaps, nearer the
truth. When we remember that the command of the Sav-
iour, to go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every
creature, remains, even to the present day, substantially
unfulfilled ; when we call to mind the fact that all in our
own country, or very nearly all, have some knowledge of
the Christian salvation, and would know what to do to be
saved, if they were so disposed ; and when we couple with
this the still further fact, that the heathen are entirely with-
out this knowledge, and would not know what to do, even if
they felt the most intense desire to be saved, we can hardly
see how any young man, possessing the necessary quali-
fications to be a Foreign Missionary, can reconcile it with
his conscience to remain at home, without some plain indi-
cation of Providence that it is his duty to do so. The most
natural course is to go where the principal work is to be
done; where the necessities of poor human nature are the
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greatest; and where the Saviour may be most signally
honored, because requiring on the part of his followers
greater hardships and self-denials.

OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF ENGAGING IN THE FOREIGN MIS-
SIONARY WORK.

Some of these are weighty and insurmountable, whilst
others are erroneously regarded as such. We shall bring
under review a few of the leading oncs of either class,
commencing with those that are not insuperable. Among
these may be mentioned :

(1.) That the want of a call to this particular work is often
alleged as a reason for not engaging in it. But why, it
may be asked, is a more special call needed for the foreign
than the home field? Both are included in the same great
commission, and both are under the same divine super-
vision. The only difference in a call from these two fields
is, that in one case it proceeds from the particular church
or congregation where the individual is expected to labor,
whilst in the other it must be presented through the agency
appointed by the Church, in her collective capacity, to
represent the heathen. Any undue stress laid upon a eall
coming directly from the people, is not only a slight to the
authority of the Church, as expressed by her highest judi-
catory, but is an act of injustice to the heathen, inasmuch
as it is out of the question for them to present a call on
their own behalf. But, in either case, we ought to know
that the call is in accordance with the Divine will. But
how can this be ascertained? So far as the foreign work
is concerned, we answer, in no other way than by reference
to His will in relation to the evangelization of these na-
tions; and His will can be inferred only from His word,
His Spirit, and His providence. What, then, is the testi-
mony of His word? “Go ye, therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” Again: where has this
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Gospel been preached among any of these nations, whether
in the days of the Apostles or subsequently, that it has not
been sealed upon the hearts of men by the Holy Ghost?
Furthermore, has not the providence of God been specially
active, for years past, in removing all the outward obstacles
to the introduction of the Gospel among these nations?
Here, then, is a call endorsed by the three-fold authority of
God’s word, Spirit, and providence. If you can not read
your commission to become Foreign Missionaries in all
this (provided you have the necessary qualifications for the
work), I do not know where you are to go to get more ex-
plicit instructions. .

(2.) Personal preference ought to have very little weight
in settling & question of so much importance. When you
made choice of the calling of the ministry, if you acted
from right motives, and with an intelligent view of its
duties and obligations, you made an entire surrender of
yourselves to the service of the Lord Jesus, and you have
not now any right to choose where you are to go, or what
duties you are to perform, but you are to be governed by
the calls and indications of His providence. The.calling of
a soldier furnishes an analogous case. 'When he enlists for
the defence of his country, he places himself at the direction
of his commanding officer, and obeys every command, and
performs every duty assigned him, irrespective of his per-
sonal wishes, or of the dangers involved in the performance
of that duty. So it should be with the Christian soldier.
His only rule of conduct should be the will of his great
Captain, and at His bidding he should be ready to go to
the utmost ends of the earth, and even lay down his life,
if that were required.

(3.) Nearly allied to this are the wishes and preferences
of your personal friends and relatives. If they oppose your
going on a Foreign Mission, from what you know to be
honest and, conscientious convictions of your want of adapt-
edness to the work, their objections deserve your most
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serious consideration. Your friends may have a more cor-
rect view of your character and adaptation to such an un-
dertaking than you have yourselves, and their counsels,
therefore, ought not to be slighted. If, on the other hand,
you have reason to believe that their opposmon arises
mainly from a selfish unwillingness to part 'with you, or
from a want of a proper appreciation of the claims of the
Foreign Missionary cause, it ought to have no influgnce
whatever upon your final decision. The Saviour admits
of no rivalry with His claims. “He that loveth father or
mother more than me, is not worthy of me; he that loveth
son or daughter more than me, is not worthy of me.” He
that would be a sincere and consistent disciple, must take
up his cross and follow Him through good and through
evil report.

(4.) The want of personal holiness is frequently, but very
improperly, assigned as a reason for not engaging in this
work. No one can help feeling the sincerest respect for
scruples of this kind, when they arise, as they often do,
from a deep sense of personal unworthiness to engage in
so holy a cause. But the same objection would lie against
entering upon the work of the ministry at all. In neither
case can we reasonably expect the blessing of God to attend
our labors, unless we cultivate a spirit of personal piety,
and He is as ready to grant us the necessary grace for the
one as the other. The proper course, therefore, for one who
feels his insufficiency is, not to turn away from the work,
but to seek the grace necessary to render him an effective
laborer; and there is no surer way, perhaps, of reaching
this desired attainment, than by casting one’s self upon the
Lord Jesus, to go, if need be, to the remotest ends of the
earth, relying solely upon His promised aid to help and
sustain in every possible emergency.

(5.) The claims of patriotism do not exonerate us, a8 min-
isters of Jesus Christ, from going to the heathen. Those
claims, we readily admit, especially in circumstances like
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the present, are very strong; and in no case ought they to
be treated lightly. Still, however, we must not forget that
the claims of Christianity are paramount to those of pa-
triotism. The Master to whom we profess fealty, and to
whose services we have solemnly consecrated all our ener-
gies, includes within His realms the whole race of man, and
the work He has expressly assigned His ministers is to
proclaim throughout the whole of those realms the glad
tidings of salvation. We are, therefore, as His chosen min-
isters, citizens of the world; and our business is not with
any one nation or particular branch of the human family,
but with the whole race of Adam.

(6.) It is not a sufficient reason for dismissing the claims
of Foreign Missions, that you are regarded as having pecu-
liar qualificatiens for distinguished usefulness at home.
This is often said in relation to young men of more than
ordinary gifts ; and many, as we have had painful reason to
know, have dismissed the subject from their minds on this
ground alone. But this is a sad and grievous mistake, and
can not be resisted with too much energy. Paul did not
act on this principle. Henry Martin, Alexander Duff, and
other modern Missionaries, of scarcely less note, had all
the talents necessary to have occupied the first positions of
influence in their native land; but they never thought of
this, as a reason for turning their backs upon the heathen :
nor is it probable that any of them would have done as
much for the upbuilding of the Redeemer’s kingdom, or
have acquired the world-wide influence they did, if they
had staid at home. Besides this, we know of no gifts or
attainments that would render a young man especially
acceptable and useful at home, that would not equally
enhance his usefulness and acceptability abroad. Popular
oratory, distinguished scholarship, refined manners, amia-~
bility of disposition, and whatever else would endear a
young man to the heart of a civilized and Christian com-

" munity, would render him no less acceptable and effective
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as a Missionary among the heathen. Some of these nations
give more attention to the cultivation of personal manners
than we do ourselves; and, in relation to those that stand
lowest in the scale of civilization, it is a great mistake to
suppose that, because, they are without refinement them-
selves, that therefore they have no appreciation of it in oth-
ers. No where in the world will you find closer observers
of the manners, disposition, and general deportment of
men, and no where have these things a more positive influ-
ence, than among these uncultivated races; and, surely,
in the study of their customs, their habits, their super-
stitions, their systems of false religion, and especially
their languages, there is scope enough for the exercise of
the strongest intellects of the Church. So far, therefore,
from admitting the claim of the home-field to & monopoly
of the best talents of the Church, we hold that the foreign
field has, to say the least, a just claim to a full and equal
share.

(7.) The fact that you have received a call to the care of
a church, or some other position of usefulness in your
native country, even before your studies are completed, is
no certain evidence that the call is from God, or that you
are thereby exonerated from going to the heathen. You
. might have two of these calls on hand at the same time,
and as it would be impossihle for you to respond to both,
it would be certain that one of them was not from God;
and why might this not be the case with both? But if you
are bound to examine every call that is presented to your
consideration (and you undoubtedly are), are you not
equally bound to consider those unuttered, but not less real
calls, that are coming up to you from all parts of the
heathen world? Is it nothing to you, that one hundred
millions of perishing men in Africa virtually cry out,
“Come over and help us?” Is there nothing to move your
compassion or to call for your aid in that profound igno-
rance and untold misery that afflicts every portion of India,

VOL. XV., NO. I.—2
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China, Japan, and all the rest of the heathen world? Is
there no voice in those special interpositions of Divine
providence that are laying open all these nations to the
influences of the Gospel? Has the command of the Saviour,
that His Gospel should be preached to all these nations,
lost its power and authority over the hearts of men?

REAL DIFFICULTIES IN THE WAY OF ENGAGING IN THE FOR-
EIGN MISSIONARY WORK.

But there are real hindrances in the way of entering
upon this work, and we propose now to point out a few of
the more weighty and serious of these.

(1.) We may have dependent friends and relatives,
thrown upon us by the providence of God, whom we may
not leave, even for the high and holy purpose of becoming
Foreign Missionaries. Aged and infirm parents, who have
no other dependence; a feeble and dependent brother or
gister; children, who are dependent upon us for education
and general training, and whom it might not be possible
or desirable to take with us to a foreign land, belong to
this class. These relationships are providential, and are
not to be overlooked or disregarded. They are indications
of God’s will that we are not to take part in this great
work, whatever may be our demres or qualifications in
other respects.

(2.) We may be debarred, again, from taking part in
this work by the want of health or constitutional vigor.
Most of the countries to be evangelized have climates dif-
ferent from our own. Three-fourths of the heathen inhab-
itants of the earth are to be found in tropical regions.
A change from a cold or temperate to a hot climate, is a
severe trial to the soundest and most healthy constitutions;
and, of course, must be much more so to a feeble one, es-
pecially where there is a predisposition to diseases peculiar
to warm climates. Too much care, therefore, can not be
exercised in relation to this matter. To send a young man
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with a feeble or unsound constitution to labor in one of
these trying climates, would not only be an unjustifiable
waste of missionary money, but might do the young man
himself irreparable injury. As the field of missionary
labor is enlarged, however, we shall have brought within
the range of our choice a much greater variety of climate ;
so that one who could not endure the heat of Africa, would
do well in the plg,tegu lands and mountain regions of New
Grenada; and one who found the climate of India and
Siam too relaxing, might enjoy a more bracing air in
Northern China and Japan.

(3.) The want of capacity to acquire a foreign language,
may be regarded as a serious, if not insuperable, difficulty
in the way of engaging in this work. It is scarcely
possible for any one to become an effective Missionary
without acquiring the language of the people for whom
he is to labor. The use of interpreters, except as a tem-
porary expedient, is a most indirect and unsatisfactory
mode of reaching the heart of any people. The only true
index we can have to the character of a heathen commu-
nity, and the only way by which any material influence can
be brought to bear upon their conduct, is through the me-
dium of their own language. It is of indispensable impor-
tance, therefore, to the Missionary, that he understand the
language of the people among whom he is to live. The
difficulties of acquiring these languages, however, are often
exaggerated. There are but few young men of ordinary
abilities who could not, with proper patience and persever-
ance, master almost any of these heathen languages. In
all the range of our observation, we have never known but
two individuals who, after proper effort, failed to accom-
plish the task. As a general rule, living languages are
more easily acquired than those that are known as the dead
languages; and those who have succeeded in acquiripg a
creditable knowledge of the latter, need have no serious
fears about the former. Among the different heathen na-
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tions there is as much variety in language as there is diver-
gity in climate. The Chinese, the Japanese, and a few of
the Indian dialects, are regarded as intrinsically difficult;
whilst the Hindi, the Siamese, and most of the dialects of
Africa, are comparatively easy. Reference can always be
had to this in assigning to young men their fields of labor.

(4.) Having stated some of the more specific reasons for
not entering upon the missionary work, we may now state,
in a more general way, that where the convictions of an
individual, that he ought to labor at home, are very strong
and decided; where he is conscious of no shrinking from
the perils and hardships of the missionary life, but would
be willing, so far as he knows his own heart, to go any
where at the bidding of his Saviour; and where these per-
sonal convictions are sustained by the hearty and spon-
taneous concurrence of views on the part of his friends,
his teachers and his ecclesiastical advisers, we should re-
gard all this as the voice of God, settling the question of
his duty to remain at home. Due care ought to be exer-
cised, however, in scrutinizing the motives of his own .
heart, as well as the reasons assigned by his advisers, for
his remaining at home. '

Now, in reviewing the reasons and arguments adduced
on either side of the question before us, let it not be gaid
that we have made the road to the foreign field so broad,
and that to the home work so narrow, that we would pro-
mote the good of the one at the expense of the other.
If this were really the case, our argument would not only
be one-sided, but our plan, put in practical operation,
would be injurious alike to the interests of religion at home
and abroad. The Church at home is the source of the
missionary spirit; and if the fountain be dried up, the
streams must necessarily cease to flow. But this is not the
legitimate result of the course we are advocating. On the
contrary, we firmly believe that there is no way by which
the Church can more effectually increase her strength and
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power, than by proper efforts to make her influence felt in
every direction. There is in the economy of Divine grace
a scattering that increaseth, and a withholding that tendeth
to poverty. The missionary spirit, rightly construed, is
the very life of the Church; and where that prevails, there
can scarcely be spiritual dearth. What the Church at
home needs is, not so much the multiplication of her min-
isters—though she needs this, too—as the infusion into
those she already has, and those about to enter her service,
of the spirit of their divine Master. A given number of
men, possessing the zeal of Paul, of Luther, of Wesley, or of
Whitefield, would do far more to promote the piety of the
Church, and secure the salvation of sinners, than any mul-
tiple of that number without their zeal. It even one-half
of the members of each successive graduating class from our
Seminaries should become Foreign Missionaries, instead
of being an injury, we believe, under God, it would be the
indirect cause of the richest blessing to all our churches.
‘Who knows what influence it would not exert 1n stirring
up her ministers to the proper standard of piety and zeal ;
in calling pious young men to the ministry, to take the
place of those who go abroad; and in calling forth the en-
ergies of the Church at large? May this not be the very
means that God has appointed for bringing the Church up
to the true standard of piety? Does any one seriously be-
lieve that the Church will ever make shipwreck of the
faith, or destroy her own life and power, by following too
closely in the footsteps of her great Leader?

QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE MISSIONARY WORK.

Have I the qualifications to become a Foreign Mission-
ary? This is a question that must necessarily occupy
many of the thoughts of every young man who turns his
attention to the subject of personal engagement in the
work. It is an essential element in the question whether
we are called by God to this work or not. Much that
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might be said under this general head has been anticipated
in the previous part of our remarks. 'What remains to be
said might be included in one general statement, viz.: that
those very traits of character, attainments in piety, knowl-
edge and scholarship, that would render a man an effective
minister at home, would make him no less so as a Foreign
Missionary. There is no safer criterion, perhaps, by which
to judge of a man’s fitness for the Foreign Missionary
work, than the estimate entertained of him by his friends,
his associates in study, and his instructors. If they can
render a united verdict in his favor, no stronger recom-
mendation can reasonably be asked. If, on the other
hand, he is wanting in any of the qualities already men-
tioned, and especially if any doubts are entertained about
his usefulness at home, he ought not to be thought of as a
Foreign Missionary. But we may, without unduly pro-
tracting our article, point out a few of the more obvious and
important qualifications of the Missionary.

(1.) One of the first and most indispensable of these is,
unreserved consecration to the service of the Lord Jesus.
In directing his steps to the heathen world, he must not be
governed by the impulses of romance, the love of adven-
ture, or any motives of personal ambition, but by a simple
desire to honor and obey his Redeemer. This ought to be
the actuating motive in choosing the work in the first place,
and the controlling, sustaining principle in all his future
labors. He is to remember that the work has been autho-
rized by the Lord Jesus, that His honor and glory are in-
volved in carrying it on, and that He will assuredly sustain
all those engaged in it, whatever trials, disappointments
and temporary reverses He may allow them to encounter.

(2.) Habits of industry and study are indispensable to a
successful Missionary. To acquire a foreign language,
though it be comparatively easy, requires much study.
Nor is less study necessary to understand the character of
the people, their habits of thought and action, their super-
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stitions, their traditions, and their systems of false religion.
These things are not patent to transient observation, but
can be understood only after the closest investigation and
scrutiny. But, more than all, the translation of God’s word
into these languages, which some of the Missionaries, at
least, must undertake, is one of the most difficult and labo-
rious tasks that can be laid on any man’s shoulders.

(8.) A cheerful temperament and habit are of great im-
portance to the Foreign Missionary. The circumstances of
missionary life call for its daily exercise: so much so, that
a man of a peevish, morose, or jealous disposition will sink
down at once, and leave the work altogether, or will re-
main only to annoy his associates in labor. A cheerful dis-
position, therefore, can not be cultivated with too much
diligence. The Missionary ought to be able to look at
the bright side of every picture, and learn how to draw
comfort and encouragement even in the most adverse dis-
pensations of providence. He must be patient and perse-
vering in his efforts to bring men to the knowledge of the
Saviour; must know how to make allowance for the igno-
rance, the perverseness, and ingratitude of the heathen;
must be able to check any uprising of fretfulness in his own
bosom towards them, by remembering that if Christ can
bear with them, he ought; and by remembering, also, how
much more forbearance the Saviour has exercised towards
himself, than he is called upon to exercise towards them.
The Missionary is also to sustain himself by looking for-
ward, by the eye of faith, to the fulfilment of all those rich
promises made by the Saviour in relation to the latter day
glory, when every knee shall bow and every tongue shall
confess to Him; when He shall see of the travail of His
soul, and be satisfied ; when the heathen shall be given to
Him for His inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the
earth for His possession; and when all on earth, as in
heaven, shall unite in ascribing honor, and power, and
glory, and dominion, to Him that sitteth upon the throne.
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MOTIVES\TO ENGAGE IN THIS GREAT WORK.

We proceed, in the last place, to glance at some of those
motives that should impel young men to take a share in
this great work. These, however, ‘are so numerous, 8o
weighty, and so varied withal, that it is difficult to deter-
mine which should be selected for more special considera-
tion. We can do little more than glance at a few of the
leading ones.

(1.) The opportunity it ofters us to honor the Redeemer.
This is the highest motive that can be presented to any
Christian mind ; and it is a matter of wonder that every
Christian disciple does not earnestly desire to avail himself
of it to show his attachment to his Saviour. There are
other places and ways, it is true, by which He may be hon-
ored; and if He makes it our duty to stay at home, our
services, if faithfully performed, will not be less acceptable.
But going to a far-oft’ heathen land, to spend one’s life in
complete isolation from all that the human heart usually
counts dear, requires & measure of faith, self-denial, cour-
age, and devotion to His cause, which must be more than
ordinarily pleasing to the Saviour, and which can scarcely
fail to impress the minds of men with the sincerity of His
followers, and the power of that religion by which they are
governed. And when it is remembered what the Saviour
has done for us, what He is still doing, and what He has
promised yet to do; when we remember what transporting
hopes He has enkindled in the hearts of men, and what
ample provision He has made for their salvation ; when we
remember what glorious results He has promised to bring
about through the agency of the Church, even the subjuga-
tion of all the heathen nations of the earth to His domin-
ion; and when we reflect how short is the term of human
life, in which alone our agency can be employed in bring-
ing about these glorious results, is it not surprising, amaz-
ing, that we do not all earnestly desire to have a share in
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it? Is it not surprising that we need to be reminded of
our duty at all? Is it not strange that I should now be
using all the little powers of persuasion that God has given
me, to induce you to engage in a work of which there is
not an angel in heaven that would not count it an honor
and a privilege to be a sharer?

(2.) Another motive is to be found in the example of
Apostles and primitive Christians. If ever there was a set
of men on earth who, it may be taken for granted, under-
stood the mind of their Master, or the nature and extent of
the work He gave them to perform, it was they. They
commenced their labors, it is true, at Jerusalem. This was
not only the most natural course, but it was in strict ac-
cordance with the command of their ascended Saviour.
Some of these men, there is reason. to believe, spent the
whole of their lives in labors in their native land. But this
was not the case with the majority of them, and especially
with those whose lives and labors are more fully spread out
in the word of God. These, according to the testimony of
the Scriptures, went every where, proclaiming the unsearch-
able riches of Christ; and although we have in the Acts of
the Apostles but an imperfect outline of their actual labors
and journeyings, yet from this very source we learn that
there was scarcely a village, town, or city in Palestine, Sa-
maria, Asia Minor, Macedon, Greece, or Rome, that could
not testify to the untiring zeal of these holy men. And in
ages immediately following, as we know from reliable his-
tory, the Gospel was preached, and Christian churches were
founded, in almost every portion of the earth that was ac-
cessible in that day. Now, did those holy men transcend
their commission? Are not our duties and obligations co-
extensive with theirs? Should we have less desire to honor
the Redeemer? Are not the souls of our fellow-men as
precious now as they were then?

(8.) The circumstances and necessities of our fellow-men
all over the heathen world, furnish another powerful mo-

YOL. XV., NO. L.—3
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tive to stimulate our zeal. It is true, they have reduced
themselves to the lowest depths of degradation by their
own wilful rebellion against Jehovah. But have they less
claim to our sympathy and compassion on this account?
It is not for us to assume that there can be no salvation for
the heathen, except through the medium of the Gospel.
But 8o far as we have any knowledge on the subject, or
any authority upon which to base our action, we are shut
up to the conclusion that there can be no salvation for
adult heathen without some knowledge of the Gospel. Is
it not an established article in the creed of every evangel-
ical denomination, and the utterance of every evangelical
pulpit in the land, that there is and can be no salvation for
mortal man, except through faith in the merits of a cru-
cified Redeemer? But, in the language of God’s word,
¢ How shall they call on Him in whom they have not be-
lieved? and how shall they believe in Him of whom they
have not heard? and how shall they hear without a
preacher? and how shall they preach, except they be
sent?” No, let us be honest with ourselves, to our fellow-
men, and to the great Head of the Church, and realize and
confess that these millions of our fellow-men must go down
to their graves and to the judgment seat unblessed, unless
we impart to them in this world the light of the Gospel.
And what will be their astonishment, aye! their over-
whelming anguish, when they come to see in the clearlight
of eternity that they might have been saved!—that there
was provided, from the foundation of the world, just such
a Saviour as they sometimes felt they needed! What bit-
ter reproaches may we not suppose they will utter against
those of us who possessed that Gospel, and who ought and
could, but did not, impart it to them !

(4.) The intervention of God’s providence, within a few
years past, in removing obstacles and laying open all the
great heathen nations of the earth to the influences of the
Qospel, furnishes another most weighty motive for entering
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upon this work. For long centuries these nations have not
only been dwelling in the deepest heathen gloom, but they
have been, in a great measure, inaccessible to the Mission-
ary. Why this was permitted is one of those mysteries of
Divine providence which we may never be able fully to
solve in this present world. But however deplorable may
have been their condition in times past, a better and
brighter day, we firmly believe, is now beginning to dawn
upon them. There are at the present moment many unmis-
takeable signs that God’s set time to favor these nations is
drawing nigh. Actual experiment has shown that mis-
sionary labors may be carried on in Africa, notwithstanding
the intensity of her torrid heat, the insalubrity of her
climate, and the savage character of her people. Recent
explorations have revealed all the secrets of her geography,
her populations, and her abundant, but as yet undeveloped,
resources; whilst the commerce of the civilized world is fur-
nishing means of access to almost every portion of her be-
nighted inhabitants. For many long centuries China, with
her four hundred millions of immortal beings, seemed to
have been surrounded with impassable walls, and there
were no human means by which the light of the Gospel
could be made to shine upon her benighted inhabitants.
But, in the providence of God, all those walls have been
thrown down, and the Gospel of Jesus Christ may now be
proclaimed, without let or hindrance, throughout the whole
of her vast dominions. Japan, for more than three centu-
ries, was cut off from all intercourse with the Christian
world by the severest legal enactments; and South America,
for nearly an equal period, was almost as effectually barred
from all evangelical influences by papal intolerance. But
Japan has relaxed her austerity, and South America now
stretches out a friendly hand to the Protestant Missionary.
Now, what has brought about all these changes? Surely,
naught but the providence of God. .And is there no lan-
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guage for us in these providences ? Is not God thus saying
to us, Go up and possess the land ?

(6.) Another motive to excite our zeal is to be found in
the fact that there is no risk, no uncertainty, in relation to
the results of this great enterprise. In all human under-
takings, there is of necessity great risk and uncertainty.
If we spend our energies in the acquisition of wealth, we
may fail altogether, or succeed only to learn how worthless
_ and unsatisfying wealth is. 'We may earn the highest rep-
utation among men that the human heart can possibly de-
sire, and yet live to see that reputation withered and blast-
ed in our own grasp. We may aid in laying the foundation
of the best human government that can be conceived, and
yet live to see that government crumble to atoms. But
what we do for the upbuilding of the Redeemer’s king-
dom can not possibly fail. His is an everlasting kingdom,
and must endure, though the heavens and the earth pass
away. God has promised to His Son to give Him the hea-
then for His inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the
earth for His possession; and His promises are yea and
amen. When, therefore, we labor for the upbuilding and
extension of His kingdom, we labor for what can not pos-
sibly fail; and though we may not know it fully here, we
shall be able in the light of a better world to see that we
have not labored in vain.

(7.) In the next and last place, let us draw an argument
from the condition and circumstances of our southern Zion.
As a Christian body, we have just launched upon a new
and independent existence. We were brought to this
measure, not so much as a matter of choice, as the result
of an overruling providence. God, undoubtedly, had some
great and special object in separating us from our northern
brethren. What that object was, we already see in part,
and will no doubt understand more fully hereafter. At the
commencement of our career, every thing is as favorable
as could be desired. Harmony and unanimity of views on
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the part of those who were intrusted with the duty of ar-
ranging and completing the external organization of the
church ; the full confidence and hearty support of all the
churches embraced in this organization; freedom, at the
beginning, from many of the inconveniences and incum-
brances that clogged our former ecclesiastical connexion;
soundness in the faith on the part of our churches, and a
very general appreciation of the solemn and responsible
duties imposed upon us by the providence of God in this
new relation, are favors for which we can not feel too
thankful to the great Head of the Church. But if .we
would have this church of ours take a high and command-
ing position among her sister churches; if she would se-
cure for herself a precious and enduring name on earth;
and, above all, if she would endear herself to the heart of
her great Head, she must devote her energies to the work
of spreading the knowledge of the Gospel among all the
nations of the earth. This is one of the two great ends of
her being as a church. As a people, we have all the means,
the facilities, and, I believe, the heart, to take a large share
in this work ; and the great question now is, will her sons
and daughters become the wiling and ready agents in car-
rying it on? This question is submitted to your prayerful
consideration, and it is for you, under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, to answer it.

At the present moment we are in the midst of trials, such
as most of us never expected to witness on earth; and such,
we may humbly pray, as may not again visit our land.
But are we to draw no practical lessons from these troublous
scenes ! Where has there ever been witnessed such sub-
limity of patriotism, such outpouring of wealth, such sacri-
fice of self and kindred, such readiness to forego every thing
that is dear to the human heart, as have been shown in
these Confederate States since the commencement of our
present conflict? Do we not all feel that society has been
stirred to its very lowest depths? Where is the mother
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that has refused to give up her son, the sister her brother,
or the wife her husband, for the defence of the country ?

But why all this? It is simply to defend ourselves and
our posterity from an impending human despotism. But
there is a more terrible despotism than any with which we
are threatened. It is that crushing, unresisted despotism
that the arch-enemy of God and man has been exercising
over the heathen nations of the earth for these many long
centuries. For those who lie crushed beneath his iron
tread, the Son of God has poured forth His blood, and com-
mands us to go forth and preach deliverance to them.
Shall we not emulate the zeal, the energy, and the indom-
itable perseverance of those who are battling for civil lib-
erty ? Shall we do nothing to free these millions of our
fellow-men from the terrible bondage in which they are
held? May we not hope to see the time when God’s peo-
ple will display as much zeal and earnestness in emanci-
pating these millions from their spiritual thraldom, as is
now displayed by our countrymen in warding off this
threatened political despotism ?
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THE LAW OF THE SABBATH, IN ITS BEARING
UPON NATIONAL PROSPERITY.

To those who believe in a God, and in a world to come;
who believe that there is such a thing as sin, and that it
will not go unpunished; it can never be a matter of small
moment to know what God requires, what constitutes sin
against God, and what will be the punishment of sin.

It is supposed that none will deny that as the aggrega-
tion of individuals constitutes nationalities, so the prev-
alence of any particular disposition or habit of good or
evil in a greater part of the individuals composing a body
politic, or in the constituted ruling or governing powers,
gives a tone or character to that nation which they consti-
tute, or over which they rule and preside: that is, that
nations may be godly or ungodly, righteous or wicked;
that there may be national sins and national punishments,
national goodness and national blessings; or, in the lan-
guage of Scripture, that “Righteousness exalteth a nation,
but sin is a reproach to any people.”

It will also be conceded by all right thinking minds that,
whatever else may constitute sin, if God has given to His
*rational creatures a law, any violation of that law, which,
as it comes from God, must be holy and just and good,
will be sin against God.

These things being granted—and the writer is sure that
they will find a responsive affirmation in the great heart of
the people of this Confederacy—it is proposed to apply
these principles to one special form in which sin presents
itself; and to show that if, on the one hand, we as a nation
walk according to God’s law, there is before us a future of
great prosperity and great blessing; and if, on the other
hand, we violate God’s law, there is before us a future of
national degradation and fearful retribution.
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The question, then, which we are to discuss, is simply
this: Is there any law of the Sabbath now binding on the
nations and peoples of the earth? and if so, what are its
sanctions, its nature, and its penalties ?

That God has proclaimed a law concerning the observ-
ance of the Sabbath, is evident from many parts of His
word ; from which it is also clear that this is the substance
of that law, viz.: That the seventh part of man’s time is
to be kept holy to God; that on one day in each week
man is to abstain from such worldly employments and rec-

Lreation\s;as are lawful on other days, except for so much of
the time as is to be taken up in works of necessity and
mercy. Man is to remember the Sabbath day to keep it
holy.

It is not necessary for the purposes of the present argu-
ment, to show which one of the seven days of the week is
thus to be kept holy to God. Undoubtedly, at the first
promnlgation of the great sgbbatic law, the seventh day
was thus set apart by God. ¢“God blessed the seventh
day, and sanctified it.”” It is beyond question, also, that
when the law was recast, and repeated to the Jewish na-
tion in the Decalogue, the seventh was the day appointed
for this holy resting and worship; and that this continued
to be the Sabbath day until the resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ. It is also a point settled beyond all contro- *
versy, that for good and sufficient reasons, into which it is
not now necessary to enter, the Christian world has, since
the resurrection, kept holy to God the first day of the week
as the Christian Sabbath. '

The change in the day does not affect the principle of
the law. That remains in all its original force. One-
geventh of man’s time is to be kept holy to God, and to be

" -employed in His worship. What we are to show is this:
that this principle is revealed to man by his Creator as a
rule of moral duty; that it is.not a mere police regulation
of the Jewish economy, but that it is lifted into the sphere
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of man’s moral duty and obligation, and is, therefore, uni-
versally binding on all responsible creatures; and as such,
is unrepealed and irrepealable.

Let it be remembered that a moral obligation is a per-
petual obligation, binding on man as long as the constitu-
tion of his nature remains unchanged. If, therefore, the
law of the Sabbath be of the nature of a moral law, it fol-
lows that the obligation to keep the law is for ever binding
upon those to whom it is given. ' That the law of the Sab-
bath is of such a nature is clear, from the fact that it was
given to man at his first creation, when in a state of inno-
cence, before sin had come into the world, and before there
were any indications of an atonement for sin. This law
was given to man on a moral ground, without reference to
a state of innocence more than to any other; therefore it
is a moral law, and therefore its obligation is perpetual. -

Moreover, this law was placed amongst the other moral
precepts in the Decalogue, and is of the same nature or
kind with them. It was with them proclaimed by the
voice of Gtod in the hearing of all the people; it was twice
written by the finger of God upon the tables of stone, and
lodged with them in the ark; which privileges were never
conferred on any of the precepts of the ceremonial law.
Hence it is plain that this law was considered by God to
be a moral law, and to have the same binding force with
the other moral precepts.

Besides, this law has never been repealed ; it is over and
over again repeated and referred to, in both the Old and
New Testaments, as a law still in force; and it has, from
the beginning to the present day, been recognized in some
form by all christendom, and a large part of heathendom.

(_ It follows, then, that if any precept of God's law be a
moral law, the law of the Sabbath is such; and is, there-
fore, of perpetual obligation. Let it be remembered,
therefore, that whosoever shall keep the whole law, and
yeot offend in one, yea, ig this one, he is guilty of all.

YOL. XV., NO. I.—4
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Again: It might be urged that as, in the nature of
things, man’s,so-called moral-natural constitution indicates
that worship is one of the duties which he owes to God, his
Creator, so it would also indicate that some special time
should be set apart for that worship. But it is sufficient
for us that we have the positive declaration of God Him-
self, setting forth this obligation; placing it on a moral
ground, with a positive precept as to what and how much
time shall be set apart for His worship. And we have the
special and peculiar sanctions and penalties with which He
accompanies the promulgation of this law.

The plea, then, which is so often set up, that the Sab-

"bath was a mere Jewish or a mere ceremonial institution,
and that therefore its observance is not now binding, will
be seen to be utterly nugatory and worthless. The law of
the Sabbath is a moral law, binding upon all people and
nations, always and every where. The principles upon
which its obligation is sought to be set aside will, when
carried out to their legitimate results, suffice to set aside
the precepts against murder, adultery, theft, or any other
precept of the moral law, and would leave a lost and fallen
race with no regulative principles save their own lusts,
their own desires, or their own prejudices. Let this logie,
which is so artfully used to excuse the violation of this law,
have full sway, and the nations of the earth would be left
without a law; the universe without a God.

There remain now to be considered, for a full apprehen-
sion of the dignity and magnitude of this subject, the
special and peculiar sanctions and penalties with which the
promulgation of the law of the Sabbath is accompanied.

First: When we consider the very words of the statute,
¢ Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work; but the
geventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God,” we see
that God allows us six days of the week for our worldly
affairs and employments. What, then, can be more unrea-
sonable and ungrateful than our ggudging Him the seventh
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part of our time for His more immediate service and wor-
ship; especially as He claims this day for His own, and it
is our greatest privilege and happiness to have access to
Him and communion with Him on it? For, observe what
a precious promise God makes to those who faithfully keep
it holy: “If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath,
from domg thy pleasure on my holy day, and call the Sab-
bath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable; and shalt
honor Him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine
own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: then shalt
thou delight thyself in the Lord; and I will cause thee to
ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with
the heritage of Jacob thy father; for the mouth of the
Lord hath spoken it.”—Isa. 58 : 13, 14.

Second: Observe, again, the words of the law in the
reason which God gives for its being kept holy by us:
“For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day.”

All these God could have completed, in all their beauty
and perfection, in & moment, by a word ; but He chose by
His own example to fix the morality of six days for worldly
labor, and of a seventh for holy rest: ¢ Wherefore the
Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.”

God has so ordered it in His providence that the right
observance of the Sabbath is not only no hindrance to the
proper business of the week, but fits us better for its duties
and labors. That this has been the experience of men the
world over, admits of proof and illustration the most satis-
factory and irrefragable. It stands proclaimed by the
clearest and most incontestible evidence, that no man or
nation of men ever, in the end, gained by the violation of
this law ; but they have ever suffered loss and punishment
when the Sabbath has been desecrated or disregarded.
One of God’s servants has written it for our warning, and
let not men forget his words: “In those days saw I in
Judah some treading’wine-presses on the Babbath, and
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bringing in sheaves, and lading asses ; as also wine, grapes,
and figs, and all manner of burdens, which they brought
into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day: and I testified against
them in the day wherein they sold victuals. There dwelt
men of Tyre also therein, which brought fish, and all
manner of ware, and sold on the Sabbath unto the children
of Judah and in Jerusalem. Then I contended with the
nobles of Judah, and said unto them, What evil thing is
this that ye do, and profane the Sabbath day? Did not
your fathers thus, and did not our God bring all this evil
upon us and upon this city? Yet ye bring more wrath
upon Israel by profaning the Sabbath.”—Neh. 13 : 15-18.

Another prophet of God declared unto the people, in
words of still more solemn warning : “But if ye will not
hearken unto me to hallow the Sabbath day, and not to
bear a burden, even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem
on the Sabbath day; then will I kindle a firg in the gates
thereof, and it shall devour the palace of Jerusalem, and it
shall not be quenched.”—Jer. 17 : 27.

Not to multiply evidence, of which there is much more,
it is plain, from the dealings of God with His ancient peo-
ple, and from His dealings with the nations of the earth
ever since, that He looks with peculiar jealousy upon this
law, and follows its violation with fearful retribution. It
becomes us, then, as a Confederacy, in the infancy of our
republic, already most signally blessed by marvellous inter-
positions of God in our behalf, to take heed unto ourselves,
lest we provoke the righteous anger of our God; and it
behoves our rulers that they see to it that ¢ they bring not
more wrath upon us by profaning the Sabbath.”

The application of the great principles set forth iu this
essay is plain and pointed. ¢ The prosperity and success
of a nation depend upon the general tone of public senti-
ment and morals; and these, again, upon the power of true
religion in the hearts of rulers and people.” The nations.
that forget God, and despise His law, will God forsake and
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destroy. But He will maintain the cause of them that
remember His commandments to do them.

This question is the more momentous, as involving the
destiny of this Confederacy; and all good and true men
are called upon to stand up the more boldly and manfully
upon the Lord’s side: because of the peculiar proneness of
men to break the great law of the Sabbath; because the
violation of it is so peculiarly ungrateful and inexcusable
on our part; and because this is one of the sins which has,
in a measure, come down to us by entail from the Federal
Government.

It would be an insult to the public intellect, and to the
common sense of the people of this Confederacy, to attempt
to show that the transaction of ordinary official business,
the carrying and delivering of the mails, and the running
of railroad trains, upon the Sabbath day, are not works
either of necessity or mercy; and are, therefore, violations
of thi® law of God. What shall be said, then, of the
weekly violation of both the law of the land and the law
of God, in the desecration of the Sabbath by the traffic in
city bar-rooms, and the opening of places of amusement,
by which the dissolute are encouraged in vice; and by the
glaring profanation of the day, seen in many of our country
stores, where our negroes are in 8o many instances fleeced
and swindled, or encouraged, directly or indirectly, in pec-
ulation and intemperance, to a degree which often throws
whole communities into disorder ?

The crimes of adultery, murder, and theft, each bears its
own train of retributive consequences to the perpetrator;
and should they prevail to such an extent as to become na-
tional crimes, it is easy to see to what a dreadful state of
anarchy and ruin society would be brought. The crime of
Sabbath-breaking, likewise, bears with it its own special
punishment to him who is guilty of it; a punishment cu-
mulative with the heaviest disasters to the State, when the
crime grows to such a magnitude as to become national.
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Nations suffer the punishment of their sins in this world.
Individuals suffer both in this world and the world- to
come. Public sentiment is the aggregate of individual
opinion. Public morals is the aggregate of individual
morality.

Let thoughtful and sober men consider, and take hold of
this matter, and endeavor by all lawful means, through the
pulpit, the hustings, and the press, so to mould and control
public opinion, that we may be saved, as a nation, from the
crime of Sabbath-breaking, and thereby saved from God'’s
righteous wrath and indignation.

ARTICLE III. ¢

THE DIVINE PURPOSE IN THE CLASSICS.

Homer and Hesiod flourished, probably, near the time of
the prophet Elijah. That was about nine hundred years
before the Christian era. Sappho is placed by the chro-
nologists three hundred years later. That was about six
hundred years before Christ. Then come Anacreon,
Alschylus, Pindar, and Herodotus, in the sixth and fifth
centuries before our era. Then come Socrates and his
successors, and with them the real commencement of the
classic epoch, about four hundred years before the birth of
Christ. This is just about the date of the prophet Malachi.
The voice of prophecy ceased among the Hebrews just as
the light of letters began fully to shine among the Greeks.
At the time of the birth of Christ, when the light of the
New Testament was about to dawn upon all nations, the
classical epoch was approaching its sunset. Whatever is
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most valuable in Greek literature, with the poems of Virgil
and Horace among the Romans, had already been pro-
duced. The classics seem to be an interlude between the
two Testaments.

If we regard the rise of the nations of the world as
arranged in a great scheme of divine providence, it is dif-
ficult to believe that this exquisite classic culture, which
arose in Greece and Italy during this period of the signifi-
cant silence of inspiration, had no meaning in such scheme
of divine providence. Among the Hebrews, a vast and
splendid system of types, shadows, and prophecies had
been long preparing the faithful among that people for the
reception of the Redeemer. True, the Hebrews were the
chosen people. The Greeks were not. But all nations
then, as now, rightfully belonged to Jehovah, whether He
dwelt among them seated between the cherubim in the
most Holy Place, or whether they ignorantly worshipped
Him as “the unknown God.” If the Spirit of God em-
ployed the language of the Hebrews for the Old Testament,
He employed that of the Greeks for the New.- It is difficult
to believe that a literature thus elegant, chiefly developed
after the Old Testament was ended, which was well-nigh
completed when the New Testament began, which fur-
nished the language in which the words and works of the
Saviour and His apostles have their permanent record, had
no more meaning in the scheme of divine providence than
is usually ascribed to it, and was no step forward in pre-
paring the world to receive its Redeemer. '

Among the Hebrews an illustrious line of kings pointed
steadily forwards to the crown and sceptre of a Divine
King. A gorgeous succession of high priests indicated the
coming of a High Priest of nobler nature. A sublime series
of prophets gave assurance, both as types and by express
prophecies, that the prophetic mantle was to fall on a
Divine Prophet in the latter day. Among pagan nations,
other than the Greeks, the blood of sacrifices was per-
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petually flowing on their altars, as an involuntary prophecy
of the Redeemer. Did Plato and Aristotle, Sophocles and
Euripides, Pericles and Demosthenes, mean nothing in the
world’s great chant of prophecy and of preparation, during
that four hundred years?

The operations of rural life were so ordered as to be
mirrors, ready for the great Teacher when he came, in
which he showed the form and lineaments of the truths
which accompany man’s redemption. A sower goes forth
to sow his seed, and as it falls into its various places, gives
us a picture of the preaching and reception of the Gospel.
A merchant-man seeks goodly pearls, and shows us how a
wise man understands the worth of his own soul. By
hiding a little leaven in three measures of meal, a woman
exhibits a picture of the spread of the Gospel through
society. Men go fishing in the Sea of Galilee, and draw a
picture of the Church of Jesus Christ. An enemy sows
tares in a ploughed field, and we are thereby shown the
mixed state of things in this world, awaiting the fearful
searching of the great judgment day. A shepherd followed
by his flock, is an image of the Good Shepherd and his
chosen people.

Not only were these common operations of life employed
in the structure of parables for the illustration of religious
truth. Almost precisely the same use is made, in the
Scriptures, of the objects of nature around us. The sun is
an image, in a certain sense, of Jesus Christ, on the pages
of one of the prophets: ¢“Unto you that fear my name,
shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his
wings.” The rain, also, speaks Him forth, when it descends
to refresh the ground: ¢He shall come down like rain
upon the mown grass; as showers that water the earth.”
Before those whose hearts do not love Him, He shall ¢ grow
up as a tender plant, as a root out of a dry ground.” To
those who see some thing of His glory through His lowly
guise, He is the rose of Sharon and the lily of the valleys.
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The power of His Spirit in the regeneration of the hearts
of men, is like the wind which ¢ bloweth where it listeth,
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth.”

As has been remarked by John Foster, there seems to
have been established around us a great system of things
of various descriptions, adumbrating to us the things which
concern our salvation. Some have understood as applying
to this parallelism of the world without and the world
within us, that deep, dark saying of the wise man, in Eccle-
siastes : ‘““He hath made every thing beautiful in His time :
also He hath set the world in their heart;” as if there were
within a man’s soul just such a reflexion of external things,
as there is of the stars in the sky on a clear night in the
surface of a tranquil lake. We do not understand that
every fulfilled prophecy of the Old Testament must neces-
sarily be quoted as such in the New Testament ; that every
thing that was really a type of Christ in the Old Testament
had to be mentioned as a type in the New, before we
would be justifiable in recognizing it as such; that every
operation of human life which throws light on divine truth
is introduced in the parables of our Saviour; or that every
object of nature is mentioned in the Scriptures, which may
properly be made an illustrative image of Christ, or of His
grace. Nor do we believe that the Old Testament, the
operations of common life, and the natural objects around
us, are the only sources from which inspired truth may
receive illustration. Ample room and verge is left for the
pulpit, and for uninspired literature. We have hardly
heard richer, more appropriate, or more effective illustra-
tions in the pulpit than those drawn, if skilfully and per-
tinently drawn, from the classic mythology and history-
We utter no hint against the delightful and instructive
practice of illustrating Scripture by Scripture. We only
plead for a wider range of thought, a field of illustration
richer, because embracing that and some thing more be-
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gides. And we feel that this is some good, at least, which
the Greek and Roman culture have done to religion, in the
providence of God.

Because some Deists have formerly, in the blindness of
unbelief, turned away from the clear light of the Christian
revelation, and attempted to construct for themselves a
religion made out of the crudities and superstitions of the
ancient philosophies, therefore, too often, Christian writers
have adopted a strain of jealous depreciation in their
reviews of the Greek philosophy; and have fallen into the
temptation of treating Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, and
Seneca, as if they were rivals of Jesus Christ, or of John,
or of Paul. We do not think that this is to magnify the
Redeemer and his apostles, but to degrade them in fact.

The mistake is simply a misconception of the reason
why Divine Providence has put the ancient classics into
our hands. It is only by regarding them as revelations of
moral and religious truth, that they can be made, in any
sense, rivals of the Scriptures. Such a pretension is set up
for the Greek classics in these days, we should imagine,
by extremely few thinking minds. On that ground we
should have to make battle even with grand old Plato
himself, but the victory would be extremely easy. Yet
the result of such battle usually is, that the Christian com-
batant loses sight, by means of false issues, of the real
object of the divine munificence in transmitting the classic
authors from age to age—that is, the culture of the human
mind in the forms of natural and beautiful thought.

Let us a little further explain what we mean.

A Christian apologist, of severe metaphysical temper,
meets with a cold Deist, who asserts that ¢the Christian
Fathers received their notions of the Trinity, not from the
New Testament, but from Plato. The remedy is that easy
one, to prove that the doctrine of the Trinity is taught in
the New Testament ; in the forms of baptism and benedic-
tion, for instance, and clearly enough otherwise, also; to
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say, in fact, as one of the Christian Fathers said: ¢Abi,
Ariane, ad Jordanum, et vide Trinitatem!”

But such apologist sits down thoroughly to search the
magic pages of the poet-philosopher, not for those beautiful
conceptions of nature with which they abound, but to prove
that his tenets on morals and religion are not to be com-
pared with those of our Lord, or those of the apostles Paul,"
or Peter, or John. He concludes his search, like Dr.
Enoch Pond, by saying: ¢“8uch is the religion, the philos-
ophy, the morality of Plato. And now who will venture
to bring a system like this, contradicted at a thousand
points by the decisions of reason, conscience, and truth,
into comparison with the Christian Secriptures? Could
Platonism endure such a comparison for a moment? And
yet Plato was a learned man; and most of the writers of
our Scriptures were illiterate men. Plato was a noble
Greek, trained in the very focus of ancient wisdom ; while
the writers of our Scriptures were poor, despised Jews.
How, then, did these Jews attain to their superior incom-
parable light and knowledge ?”

Of course, by speaking and writing as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost. The triumph is easy and complete.
But we feel as if it was not much more complete after this
depreciation of Plato than before; and we feel doubtful
whether Dr. Pond has done as much good by winning over
again a battle so often fought and thoroughly won before,
as he has done harm by trying Plato upon an erroneous
issue. Not one man in ten thousand, we should suppose,
gearches the Greek Philosophers now-a-days for opinions
to be embraced as religious doctrines, or sets their teach-
ings, as sources of truth, into comparison with the clear
certainty, the pure sanctity, the self-evidencing majesty of
the Holy Scriptures. But how needlessly unjust to the
Greek this Christian apologist permits the Deist to make
him? Did not the Lord Jehovah raise up Plato in this
world, and send him into life, for his own wise purposes,
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just as much as He raised up Pharaoh, and Cyrus, and
Darius? He had a purpose in the life of these kings. So
He had in the life of Plato. But it certainly was not as
revealer of correct views of morals, religion, or theology.
One of His purposes may have been to show that unaided
human wisdom can not attain correct opinions on those.
- subjects. But we submit that in that point of view, it is not
the proper logic to decry and depreciate Plato, but to extol
him as the very acme and crown of the Greek culture.
But Dr. Pond has weighed him in balances which were
néver intended for him, or he for them, and has only
therefore found him wanting. For all that he has shown,
Plato was, and was splendidly and gloriously, another
quite different thing; inferior, indeed, but a good thing, and
a beautiful thing, which the Lord Jehovah purposed that
Plato should be. 'Why not depreciate Bonaparte, because
he could not preach like Massillon? or Washington, be-
cause he produced no philosophical works equal to the
Novum Organum? or Chalmers, because he could not have
written Hamlet or Paradise Lost? It may be said that
Plato dealt in discussions on moral, religious; and theolog-
ical subjects. True. But no one who had so little light
from revelation ever sighed for such light more earnestly
than did he; as may be seen in the Second Alcibiades,
where he pines for a heaven-descended teacher to dispel
his doubts and darkness, till we almost think we hear the
echo of the voice of Isaiah: ¢ O that thou wouldst rend the
heavens and come down.” And, for all that we know, had
he been on Areopagus when the great apostle to the Gen-
tiles stood there to declare to Atheniansthe unknown God,
whom they ignorantly worshipped, he might have enrolled
his name with that of Dionysius the Areopagite, as a ready
receiver of that heavenly revelation which he so coveted.
Surely, Plato is no rival of the apostles, except in that blind
and half-demented species of unbelief, which made the
“Lord of Irony,” Edward Gibbon, after sneering for a
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life-time at the purest and most sacred truths, declare him-
self a Montanist! a believer in one of the most vulgar cor-
ruptions of the early centuries !

In the exordium of his sublime oration for the crown,
the Athenian orator, Demosthenes, prays to all the gods
gnd goddesses that the Athenian people may bear such
good will to him in that fearful contest as he has ever
borne to their city and to themselves. Plato, in his ideal
republic, sets up the Fourierite doctrine, that wives shall
be in common, that all children shall be the property of
the State, and, of course, that no man shall know his own
offspring. The Greek poems are all more or less imbued
with their pagan religion. Probably one of the most con-
summately beautiful productions in existence is the first ode
of the chorus, in the (Edipus Tyrannus, to the Delian Apollo.
Now, when a Christian father, justly solicitous what read-
ing falls into the hands of his gifted, imaginative, suscepti-
ble son of eighteen years of age, sees that son devote himself
with almost a passion to the pages of Demosthenes, of Plato,
and of Sophocles, does he fear that that son will imbibe
from those pages the worship of the thirty thousand divin-
ities of the Athenians, embraced in the appeal of Demoe-
thenes, or the Fourierite doctrine taught by Plato, or the
- special adoration of the Delian Apollo, as the god of sooth-
saying, so beautifully praised in Sophocles? When his
son reads Homer and Virgil, does such a father fear that he
will adopt the views of the unseen world given in the ac-
counts of the descent of Ulysses and Eneas into Tartarus,
and their visions of the miserable dantes poenas in those
doleful regions? We never heard of one single instance
of either description, among all the youths who have been
engaged in the study of the classics among us.

‘What book takes a deeper hold upon a thoughtful mind
advancing to manhood than Horace? How many passages
of his calm, stoic philosophy we bear away from school
with us! How the “Tu ne quesieris, scire nefas, quem
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mihi, quem tibi;” the ¢“Persicos odi, puer, apparatus;’ the
“Equam memento rebus arduis;” the ¢Rectius vives,
Licini, neque altum ;”’ and the “Eheu! fugaces, Posthume,
Posthume, labuntur anni,” sing themselves through our
minds in after years! But none of us, we venture to say,
can mention a single instance among the companions of
our years at school, of a youth converted to the creed of
what Milton calls ¢ the budge doctors of the stoic fur,” by
the perusal of the odes of Horace. And we can name
many instances in which more of the life of the stoics
would have brought them more within sound of the voice
of the inspired apostles.

““But there is nothing of Christ in the writings of the
Greeks and Romans. Augustine could not relish his be-
fore so much admired Cicero, because he could not find
the name of Jesus in all his pages.” Our hearts warm to-
wards him who says this. We feel towards him like Cow- -
per towards the man whom he saw singing a hymn very
heartily in a church close by him: ‘“Bless you for praising
Him whom my soul loves.” It would be an overwhelming
argument, and would not leave another word to be said, if
we brought forward the classics as books of doctrine, or of
devotion, or of tenet of any kind, on any kindred subject
which we expected or feared to imbibe. And in reference
to books which the Christian fondles, and admits freely to
intercourse with his inner emotions, it has a proper weight,
and ought to be permitted to exert its influence.

Precisely the same objection, however, may be substan-
tially raised against Shakspeare, Thomson, Byron, and
Walter Scott. There is nothing like godliness, or true
Christian spiritual life, in the works of either of them. Per-
haps Thomson’s Hymn to the Seasons might be uttered by
a Christian heart; bnt one would wish to see some thing of
Christ in it, before accepting it as Christianity. We ver-
ily believe that Sophocles and Euripides were every way as
good men, and as near to the kingdom of heaven, as Lord
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Byron and Sir Walter Scott. If Tyre and Sidon shall rise
up in the judgment against the men of highly favored gen-
erations, because those heathen nations would have repent-
ed long ago in sackecloth and ashes, and have entered into
the kingdom of heaven, if they had enjoyed such privileges,
we see not why the Greek tragedians may not stand up in
the judgment against the English misanthrope and scoffer,
and the Scottish caricaturist of religion, and condemn them,
on the same grounds of judgment. And we would a thou-
sand times rather see a son, if gifted, imaginative, suscep-
tible, and eighteen years old, devote himself to Sophocles
and Euripides, than to Byron and Scott. And we solemnly
believe that there is verily little more idolatry taught, and
not half as much apt to be imbibed, from the pages of
these two Greeks, as from those of these two Britons.

But the objection will lead us too far. There is nothing
more of Christ in the lofty mountains, the clear lakes, the
green meadows, the swift rivers, the mighty ocean, the gor-
geous clouds, and the blue sky of heaven, than there is in
the Greek classics; except as the eye of faith may see Him
in them all, as the Author of all the works of God. We
mean to say, with the author of the Epistle to the Romans,
that it is only ¢the invisible things of Him from the cre-
ation of the world” which “are clearly seen, being un-
derstood by the things which are made, even His eternal
power and Godhead.” But of the incarnation, death, and
resurrection of Christ, and of salvation. through faith in
His name, there is nothing revealed in the natural works
of God. This life and immortality through our Saviour
Jesus Christ, is that which is ¢ brought to light in the Gos-
pel.” :

The principle, therefore, which would lead us to deny
our children the riches of the classic pages, would not only
lead us to keep from them the writings of all unregenerate
men in their own language, however splendid their genius
or instructive their thoughts; but if we have fairly appre-
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hended it, it would also commit Paley’s Natural Theology
and the Bridgewater Treatises to the Ephesian fires, as
mere worthless implements of those who ¢use curious
arts.”

Nor is this all. If it is not allowable for our sons to
read, in the pages of Plato and Sophocles, descriptions of
Mount Hymettus, and of the plane-trees on the banks of
the Ilissus, and of the twitter of the cicada, and of the calm
discourse of the philosophers amid the beautiful scenery of
Athenian summer, it is hard to see how it can be allowable
for them to see our own mountains, to seek our own shade-
trees, to listen at home to the chorus of the summer bird
and bee and insect, or to live amid the beautiful air of our
own summer scenery. 8o, then, the wonderful variety of
hues and tints and shades of colors around us, in the
mountains, and the fields, and the meadows, and the or-
chards, are made in vain. They are to be held as forbidden
and ungodly luxuries. The splendid pictures which the
sunbeams draw with colors of ray and shadow, and mild
light, and deep shade, on the hills, in the valleys, in the
morning, and in the evening; the countless difterent faces
of the sky, in summer and in winter, in sunshine and in
storm, in the fair day and in the starry night; all the sub-
limity of the ocean, in calm silence or amid the wild roar
of the storm, are to go for nothing. We must teach our
son to shut his eyes and stop his ears to these things, be-
cause they do not directly teach the story of redemption !
Christianity is a more independent, a broader, a more be-
nign, and a more fearless thing, by far, than this narrow
principle would make it.

‘We believe we might safely venture the remark, that the
religion of few generations of men any where has been in-
jured by their excessive perusal of the Greek classics. The
only probable exception remembered to this remark, is to
be found at Alexandria, in Egypt, during the time of the
New Academy, under Ammonias Saccas and his succes-
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sors. There arose there a hybrid mixture of Christianity
and the monstrous oriental cosmogonies with the philo-
sophical opinions of the later Platonists. But it is as un-
fair to call Proclus, and Plotinus, and Iamblichus, followers
of Plato, as to call Carlstadt, and Beehmen, and Miinzer,
followers of Martin Luther, or to consider Hymeneus and
Philetus followers of the apostle Paul.

There is said to have been a large and valuable collec-
tion of books, chiefly Greek and Roman writers, made by
king Ptolemy Philadelphus in Egypt, which might have
been of incalculable value had it been preserved. It was,
however, burned. The pretext for this stupid act of van-
dalism is reported to have been, that if what was in those
books was in the Koran, then they were useless; and if
what was in them was not in the Koran, then they were

false. There were, at one time, Christian men in this
country who indulged, even in the pulpit, in wishes that
all the books in the world, except the Bible, were burned.
They indulged freely, and apparently with the full appro-
bation of their hearers generally, in flings and sneers at
the ungodly pride of those ‘“who had rubbed their backs
against college walls,” in the peculiar phraseology of that
day. For a while they exerted a powerful influence.
There was a great show of godliness about these utter-
‘ances. They actually generated a pride of ignorance, far
more thick-skinned and incorrigible than the pride of
learning, against which they spent their thunderbolts.
“They read nothing but the word of God, not they.” (Some
of them that with difficulty.) ¢ They knew nothing but the
word of God. They did not want to know any thing.
They did not believe in book-learning to preach from.
They believed in religion in the heart as the qualification
of a preacher. And for their parts, when they preached,
they went into the pulpit and opened their mouths, and
God filled them.” (Nonsense and all!)
VOL. XV., NO. I.—6
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‘Who could argue against such great devotion to the
word of God? Who could maintain that a preacher ought
not, above all things, to be devotedly and experimentally a
pious man? It was all in vain to plead for piety with '
" education. That was a contradiction in terms, in their
logic. There may be some of this leaven still lingering
among us. Probably not a great deal, avowedly. Increas-
ing light has made it rather an object of amusement than of
serious combat. These were, in all probability, conscien-
tious men, who may have honestly thought they were doing
God service. It was an error which had to die by the
logic of events. Probably a good deal of a similar feeling,
not 8o gross, lingers, unperceived by its possessors, in many
minds. With all its outward appearance of peculiar zeal
for the word of God, it was a thoroughly false position.
Intelligent men dropped off from church. The minds of
those who did attend were sadly uninstructed in both the
doctrines and duties of religion. And the very infidelity
to which it intended to place itself in direct and special
antagonism, grew rank and thick around its path.

“The classics are very seldom referred to by the inspired
writers.” True. But the only one of them whom we
know to have been acquainted with classical literature, the
apostle Paul, twice quotes the Greek poets; once in his
sermon at Athens, “ As certain also of your own poets have
said, For we are also His offspring;”’ and once in his Epistle
to Titus, ¢“One of themselves, even a prophet (vates—poet) of
their own, said, The Cretians are always liars, evil beasts,
slow bellies.”” - In both cases it is for his own support,
and not in condemnation of the books, that he makes the
quotation. :

The great revival of classical learning in Europe at the
commencement of the sixteenth century, just as the Refor-
mation was about to break forth, is an act of Providence
to be deeply pondered. The name of Desiderius Erasmus
cuts g very poor figure in the history of those times, if we
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think of him as to the voluntary influence which he exerted
on the great religious struggle of the day. He appears to
be a sort of centaur, of half-human and half-bestial form.
He is half reformer, and can laugh - heartily at the super-
stitious prayers of the ship-load of papists to their saints
when they are expecting shipwreck. But he still adheres
to the papists, it would seem, from a mere disinclination
to move. He can by no means advance with Luther to
the full light of a simply scriptural religion. But consid-
ered as an involuntary instrument of Divine Providence to
“introduce classic learning just at that time, as a means of
education, and as a preparation for the inspired word, just
as a faithful company of those that publish it were about
to spring up, Erasmus played a most important part. We
can give him but little honor in the matter, except that he
had the good taste to love and to patronize elegant letters.
But he had little intention of benefiting Luther or the
Reformation thereby. Never was there a figure in the
drama of providence who saw less himself what he was
doing, or who acted more for an end which he neither
intended, desired, nor perceived.

The rise of the classic learning in Europe at that time
was a most important and valuable preparation for the
bursting forth of the word of God, and the outpouring of
His Spirit, at the Reformation. If we have judged cor-
rectly, the classics, in the hands of Melancthon, Calvin,
Lady Jane Grey, and a host of other eminent classical
scholars of that day, of whom these are specimens, served
exactly the part which they were designed by Providence
to serve in the plan of redemption, that is, as instruments
of the culture of the mind, to bring it to a higher, and
clearer, and nobler ground of thought, and so nearer to
the Gospel of Christ.

We should by no means shrink from a comparison of
those writers who are the most classical with those who are
the least 80, or who are little so, a8 to all good influences
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on the human mind from their writings respectively. In
the great seventeenth century, Howe, Owen, Bates, and
Baxter, were the princes of the pulpit of the one party, as
men were then divided in religious opinion; South, Taylor,
Barrow, and Tillotson, were the princes of the pulpit of the
other party. Baxter was too deeply awed and impressed
by the visions of eternity to deal much in literary charms.
Tillotson was too much bent upon soothing the tempers of
men, and withal too much of a politician, to be a very pro-
found classical scholar. But the other three, on each side,
are astonishingly replete with the riches of the classics.
They have been found in many alibrary and in many a hand,
in this generation, solely on that account. “South tells
the truth with the tongue of a viper,” as Richard Cecil says
of him. Owen is devoted to the establishment of doctrinal
truth by patient and persevering study, by all holy labor,
and the deepest personal experience. Taking the other
two, on each side, as more appropriately the writers of that
day for after ages, Howe and Bates, Barrow and Taylor,
what a wealth of classic learning they have embalmed by
binding it about the sweetest and purest Christianity!
How their lofty genius, especially that of Joaxn Howke and
of JEREMY TAYLOR, revelled with the Greek philosophers
and poets! How they lead the kings of the west, as the
star led those of the east, to lay the richest of their gifts
at the feet of Jesus Christ! Their pure religion is no doubt
the highest element of the life of their writings. But their
classic wealth lends no unimportant aid to their immor-
tality. .

As to the poets of our language, it may be questioned
whether, in general, those who are most purely religious
are not, also, those who are most thoroughly classical—
Spencer, Milton, Cowper. Some one has said that Gib-
bon’s History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire
is a bridge over the gulf which divides the ancient history
from the modern. 8o Spencer’s Fairy Queen is a bridge,
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with festoons of the most beautiful and fragrant flowers
hanging over the parapet all the way, between the ancient
poetry and the modern, leaving no one long to doubt that
the poet is a Christian, even when he most luxuriates in
the antique and the medizval romance.

The exhaustless classic wealth of Milton in the produc-
tions of his youth, Comus, Lycidas, Arcades, L’'Allegro,
and Il Penseroso, can have escaped no attentive reader.
To do the proof justice by quotations, would be to -cite
nearly the whole of these poems. There is, however, a
passage in the Arcades, probably not so hackneyed to the
common eye, which may be cited for its peculiarly Platonic.
gpirit. It is in the speech of the Genius of the Woods,
where he is telling what his business is in this world : -

¢ But else, in deep of night, when drowsiness
Hath locked up mortal sense, then listen I
To the celestial sirens’ harmony,
That sit upon the nine infolded spheres,
And sing to those that hold the vital shears,
And turn the adamantine spindle round,
On which the fate of gods and men is wound ;
Such sweet compulsion doth in music lie
To lull the daughters of necessity,
And keep unsteady nature to her law,
And the low world in measured motiop draw
After the heavenly tune, which none can hear
Of human mould, with gross unpurgéd ear.”

If it be thought that he does not carry his classic spirit
with him into the productions of his riper age, and into
those places where he speaks more distinctly of the things
of revealed religion, we shall give two proofs to the con-
trary, taken almost ad aperturam libri; and which might be
indefinitely multiplied. The one is from the fourth book
of Paradise Lost, where he is describing the Garden of
Eden. Hesays:
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¢ Not that fair field
Of Enna, where Proserpine, gathering flowers,
Herself a fairer flower, by gloomy Dis
‘Was gathered, which cost Ceres all that pain
To seek her through the world ; nor that sweet grove
Of Daphne by Orontes, and the inspired
Castalian Spring, might with this Paradise
Of Eden strive; nor that Nyseian isle,
@Girt with the river Triton, where old Cham,
‘Whom Gentiles Ammon call, and Lybian Jove,
Hid Amalthea and her florid son,
Young Bacchus, from his step-dame Rhea’s eye.”

The other is from the Paradise Regained, when he is
‘relating the setting of the Saviour on the pinnacle of the
temple at Jerusalem by Satan, and the failure of that
temptation : '

¢« But Satan, smitten with amazement, fell.
As when Earth’s son, Antsus, (Lo compare
Small things with greatest) in Irassa strove
‘With Jove’s Alcides, and, oft foiled, still rose,
Receiving from his mother Earth new strength,
Fresh from his fall, and flercer grapple joined ;
Throttled at length in air, expired and fell:
So, after many a foil, the Tempter proud,
Renewing fresh assaults amidst his pride,
Fell whence he stood to see his victor fall :
And as that Theban monster that proposed
Her riddle, and him who solved it not, devoured ;
That once found out and solved, for grief and spite
Cast herself headlong from the Ismenian steep :
8o, struck with dread and anguish, fell the fiend.”

Indeed, a pretty thorough classical reading is requisite
to understand Milton’s poetry. Admit that he says that

¢ The Ionian Gods, of Javan’s issue, held
Gods, yet confessed later than heaven and earth,
Their boasted parents,”

were the fallen angels, come up to this world to escape
their prison-house, and to obtain, after a sort, that worship
as gods to which their wicked ambition led them to aspire
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in heaven ; admit that he puts into the mouth of Satan that
splendid eulogy on the city of Athens, in the Paradise
Regained :

enamel of the meadow, because in some spot the grass
may cover a viper; or the endless gorgeous glory of atmos-
phere and cloud, because there the quick cross-lightning is
bred ; or the ocean in its solemn roar, because sometimes
its shores are lined with shipwrecks.

For the bard of Olney, all his readers know how he re-
freshed his tried and holy soul by a translation of Homer,
and of pieces from Horace, and even by renderings of the
cricket-chirpings of Vincent Bourne. '

The opposition of good men to the classics, has probably
sprung from confounding two different species of educa~
tion—the natural, or secular, and the religious education.
These two species of education flow side by side, while
they are both located in the family. It is necessary to
teach a child to spell and read, in order to teach him prop-
erly «the principles of our holy religion, as contained in
the Scriptures and in the Catechisms.” But when they leave
this first divinely constituted seat of education, the Chris-



48 The Divine Purpose in the Classics. * [JuLy,

tian household, then they part, and go to two other di-
vinely constituted seats of education, but very different
ones. The natural education goes into the hands of the
State, or the civil authorities; or, which is about the same
thing, into the hands of voluntary neighborhood associa-
tions of parents, united to sustain particular schools. The
religious education of the child, when he ceases to be un-
der family training, goes to the Church, with its Bible class
and its pulpit. .

It is the duty of natural education to teach our children
all wholesome knowledge, such as will both discipline and
inform their minds—the civil authorities being ever con-
ceded to have their eye on those things chiefly which will
train up good and enlightened citizens—the mathematics,
the classics, the practical sciences, all arts of reasoning, and
all philsophies of life, or of truth. It is the duty of religious
education to teach our children whatsoever God, in His re-
vealed word, has commanded us—no more, no less; or, to
express it otherwise, she must teach the “principles of our
holy religion, as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments, of which the Catechisms are recommend-
ed as summaries.” The Church has no right to control nat-
ural education ; or, if she has a right at all, it is just such a
. right as she would have to control the food which a man
might give his children. She might arraign him for inhu-
manity and barbarity, if it could be proved that a parent
under her authority gave his child a stone for bread, a ser-
pent for a fish, or a scorpion for an egg. But it would be
a gross act of immorality, such a one as she ought to punish
in connexion with any other duty, which the Church would
judge of in this case. It would not be a particular scheme
of edueation, of which she assumed to judge. It was the
obvious and radical mistake of the parochial school move-
ment, to assume for the Church a control over natural edu-
cation, except as she always has controlled it, by breathing
a healing breath, and diffusing an enlightened atmosphere
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around it. She has as much right to err by defect, and re-
fuse to teach the Epistle to the Romans, as she has to err
by excess, and teach mathematics, or sciences, or classics.
The Church, it is believed, actually suffered by the parochial
movement. She has ever had an indirect, and just, proper
influence on natural education, as she has a deep interest in
it. Much of- this she lost by the appearance of a spirit of
open sectarian defiance in that movement. She can never
be indifferent to the cause itself. The more education,
other things being equal, the more peerlessly comes the
word of God before the minds of men. The wider the
circle of motive, the greater the power of truth.

Christianity, as it seems to us, abstains, every where in
her revealed oracles, from meddling with the sphere of nat-
ural education. She does not teach the sciences. She gives
no system of rules for the secular training of children;
she commands them to no special trades or avocations.
The truth is, that she takes the whole thing for granted, as
the business and the duty of men acting in secular rela-
tions. She takes it for granted that every Christian parent
will give his child the very best natural education which
his means will command, just as she takes it for granted
that every good and wise parent will guard the pecuniary
interests, or the sight and hearing, or the general bodily
health of his child. She leaves the parent himself to be
judge of the best means of each.

The providence of God was preparing a wondrous and
precious gift for man during the four hundred voiceless
years between the cessation of the voice of the prophet
Malachi and the awaking of that of the Baptist in the wil-
derness. It was, in another sense, preparing the way of
the Lord. It was producing the best means of natural ed-
ucation ; the most valuable ally of the sciences which were
to rise after many centuries. It was giving birth to Euclid
of Megara and the mathematics. It was rearing the gor-
geous edifice of the Greek Tragedy, in which that great
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cross to the proud mind, the coexistence of divine predes-
tination and human freedom, receives a stronger corrobora-
tion than almost any where else in the grand and stately
march of events on their predestined way, upon the wheels
of the freest human choice, the merest human contin-
gencies, the most unconstrained of human actions. The
beautiful mythology was forming in that four hundred
years. The philosophers were dreaming dreams which,
though they contained very little objective truth, would
yet enrich the imaginations of men for ever. Statues and
pictures came into existence, which elevated the spirit of
man, and have given it ideas of perfect beauty of form in
all subsequent ages.

We deny the Church the right to legislate directly on
the subject of secular education. But, so far as she can
speak to her people as citizens, she ought to let her voice
be heard at this time, (or as soon as the dark war cloud
may, in the good providence of God, roll away from us,)
calling aloud for a deeper infusion of classical learning
into the mind of the coming generations.

There was an education meeting held at Augusta, Geor-
gia, one evening during the sessions of our General Assem-
bly in that city last December, to discuss the subject of a
higher education among our people. It was not a meeting
of the Assembly at all, but of such friends of education as
might and did willingly come together, chiefly composed
of persons brought there by the sessions of that body. Nor
was it a meeting held on the subject of the education of in-
digent -students for the ministry. The plans of the meet-
ing seemed to crystallize in the form of a University for
the South, of a non-Episcopalian type, and to give a more
thorough education than those now in existence. The ad-
journed meeting was not held, as appointed, at our General
Assembly in May last past, for obvious reasons. We hope
it will not be forgotten, when future opportunity shall
offer.
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The Presbyterian church can say, with far more truth,
and with a far deeper meaning than the ambitious poet:

«T must run glittering in the sunshine or I am unblest.”

Learning must ever be her indispensable ally. She has
never undervalued piety in the ministry. ¢ The Bible, the
Bible alone, the religion of Christians,” has ever been her
maxim. She has maintained the importance of sound doc-
trine to a holy life, with a faithfulness quite as strenuous
as has been shown by any of her loved and respected sister
churches. But she has never slighted the classics. She
never dreaded that her children would be wiled away from
the great and dread Jehovah, and His loving, and dying,
and glorified Son, and all the holy grandeurs of revealed
truth, by the beautifnl toy Jupiters, and Apollos, and Mi-
nervas, of the classic mythology. She has ever nurtured
herself deeply and richly with the Grecian letters. We
trust that she will continue to do so; that she will make
her escape from all fanatical ideas on the subject of educa-
tion. We trust she may revise several of her plans in this
general connexion; so that when she presents herself to
God for a renewed and richer baptism of the Holy Ghost,
it may be that both then and thereafter she shall purpose
and resolve a deeper possession of all valuable and all ele-
gant human learning, with which to serve Him and to
adorn His doctrine.
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ARTICLE IV.
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 1862.

PLACE OF MEETING.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
the Confederate States of America convened in the city of
Montgomery, Alabama, on the first day of May, 1862, in the
elegant Presbyterian church of which the Rev. Dr. Petrie
is the pastor. The regularly appointed place for the meet-
ing of this Assembly was Memphis, Tenuessee; but the
presence of hostile armies, on the eve of battle, near that
city, the difficulties and hazards necessarily existing to pre-
vent its hospitable homes from being reached by the ordi-
nary channels of travel, and the preoccupation of the minds
of its citizens by the demands of their own private affairs
or by the wants of the numerous sick soldiers thrown upon
their sympathies, rendered it altogether inexpedient to at-
tempt a meeting there. Accordingly, the Moderator of the
last Assembly notified the Presbyteries of the propriety of
a change of place, and requested them to appoint their
Commisgioners in view of a meeting at Montgomery. The
Clerks were desired to issue their proclamation, directing
the Assembly to meet in accordance with this change.
There was a universal acquiescence in the wisdom of the
alteration; and a precedent was thus, we presume, estab-
lished for the future government of the officers of the As-
sembly when placed in similar circumstances.

ORGANIZATION.

The Rev. Dr. B. M. Palmer, the Moderator of the last
Assembly, was unable to be present, greatly to the dis-
appointment of the Commissioners and the citizens of Mont-
gomery. He had reached Mobile, on his way to the Assem-
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bly; but the startling intelligence of the fall of New Orleans
overtook him there; and he felt it to be his duty to retrace
his steps immediately, that he might place himself in
the ranks of the defenders of his country at a point where
the most effective blows might be directed against the in-
vaders of his home. In his absence, the Rev. J. L. Kirk-
PATRICK, D. D., was unanimously chosen to preach the
opening sermon, and to preside until the new organization
should be effected. His admirable discourse, and his dig-
nified presidency during the period required for the usual
opening formalities, pointed him out as the fitting Mod-
erator of the Assembly, to which honorable office he was
accordingly elected, without the opposition of a second
nomination. The Rev. T. L. McBrypE, D. D., was unan-
imously chosen Temporary Clerk.

It ought to be added, in connexion with this, that there
was another absence deeply regretted: that of the Stated
Clerk, the Rev. Dr. Joun N. WaDDEL, who was detained
at home by the exigencies of the war. The Rev. E. T.
Bamp, D. D., was elected to act in his stead during the
sessions of this Assembly.

THE ATTENDANCE, ETC.

As was to have been expected, the number of Commis-
sioners in attendance was small. The occupancy of the
line of the Mississippi river by the enemy, rendered it unad-
visable for the Arkansas brethren to attempt to be present.
There was but one delegate from Texas, who, a chaplain in
the Army of the West, was providentially enabled to attend,
on his way to join his regiment. There were but two from
the Synod of Memphis: the seat of active war lying between
their homes and Montgomery. From the Synod of Mis-
sissippi there were three; one of whom was the Secretary of
Domestic Missions, who had made his escape from New
Orleans a few days before the enemy took possession. The
other Synods were well represented by ministerial Commis-
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sioners; the blanks in the roll being chiefly in the column
of ruling elders. In all there were thirty-one ministers
and sixteen ruling elders, making an humble total of forty-
seven : this being considerably less than half of the whole
number who had been elected to attend. These faithful
brethren, however, constituted a highly respectable repre-
sentation of the Church, and entered upon the discharge of
their duties with godly seriousness, and under a deep feel-
ing of peculiar responsibility. The general determination
was, to transact the business with prompt straightforward-
ness, and with a minimum amount of speech-making.
There was also manifested a purpose to dispose only of the
indispensable routine of subjects which necessarily occupied
the docket, and to suffer the introduction of as little new
matter as possible; leaving the greater matters of Church
policy for future Assemblies, to be more numerously
attended in more peaceful times. Such a proof of wisdom
ought to entitle this body to a place in the succession under
the qualification of the “prudent” Assembly.

COMMITTEES CONTINUED.

It will be seen, in the published Minutes, that several

. important committees, appointed at the Augusta Assembly,
were continued. Such was the Committee on the Revision
of the Form of Government and Book of Discipline; it
having appeared that, owing to the disturbed condition of
the country, and for other less potent causes, the chairman
(Dr. Thornwell) had been unable to convene its scattered
members at any time during the four months which inter-
vened between the meetings of the two Assemblies. It is
certainly to be hoped that this highly important committee
will be enabled to meet at an early day, to fix upon such
propositions of revisal as they may deem wisest, and pub-
lish the result of their labors for the benefit of the several
Presbyteries, in which courts the whole subject ought to
be discussed, not later than next spring. Thus may we be
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able to secure final action, at no distant day, touching
matters which are both vital and difficult of settling. We
do not plead for haste, indeed, but for promptitude. And,
doubtless, the distinguished chairman and all the members
of this long-standing committee, will soon be in a situation
to satisfy the expectations of the Church, by taking
definite action on all the points of change at issue. Many
of these points, we may remind our readers, have already
been elaborately discussed, in the pages of this Review
and elsewhere. But we need to have a fuller, or at least
& more general, discussion of them all in our lower church
judicatories, for the benefit of numbers of church officers,
who have as yet paid but little attention to the subject.
The committee to prepare a pastoral letter on the “Re-
ligious Instruction of the Colored People” was also con-
tinued. Itisto be regretted that there was a *hecessity
for this. There are many powerful reasons why the action
of this committee ought not to be long postponed. Now
that the churches are generally awaking to a profound
feeling of the importance of a trust committed anew to
their fidelity by the separation of the slave States from the
free ; now that the providence of God is distinctly calling
upon all our people to do their utmost in behalf of the
gpiritual improvement of millions of dependents in their
own homes, who have been rudely cast off from the intel-
ligent sympathies of all the world besides; now that it is
to be demonstrated that the institution of slavery, as un-
derstood and cherished in the Southern Confederacy, is
open to objection only on the ground of certain abuses, all
of which can be softened or entirely removed by allowing
Christianity to have full sway in its developement and
management: now, especially, it seems to us, should the
minds of God’s children in this country be authoritatively
instructed with reference to duty in these important prem-
ises. We would, therefore, have been delighted to see the
letter, which the aforenamed committee was directed to
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prepare, placed at once before the Church and the world,
that the mighty work whose prosecution it is intended to
enforce, might be entered upon with all the light which
Scripture and conscience, which considerations of patriot-
ism, humanity, and necessity, can throw upon this prom-
inent path of Christian enterprise. 'We are, however, aware
of the difficulties that stood in the way of the committee,
and which, during the last four distracting months, ren-
dered the proper discharge of their duty almost impossible.
We trust that the delay will prove a blessing in the end,
by securing a more thorough investigation and a more
complete presentation of the whole subject, on the part of
the committee, which will now have abundant time to
mature a historical paper upon a theme that may well
burden the most gifted minds and tax the most ready pen.
Besides, the timely publication of the eminently faithful
and judicious address of the Rev. Dr. C. C. Jones, in our
various religious newspapers, has contributed largely to fill
up & gap which the report yet to be made will, we hope,
completely remove.

‘Whilst speaking of the continuation of committees, it is
germain to say a word with respect to those committees of
the first Assembly which were directed to procure charters
for the trustees of this body from certain of our State
legislatures. It was hardly to be expected that the gentle-
men charged with this duty would be able to make satis-
factory reports touching a matter which is placed out of
their control, in great part, by the necessary delays of
legislation. But it would, doubtless, have been highly
gratifying to the Assembly, if they had found it convenient
to communicate some information on the subject. They
might have reported, at least, what they found they could
not do, and what they had reason to believe would be the
final result of their applications for charters under the laws
of the States respectively solicited. An informal note (pri-
vately directed) was, indeed, read to the Assembly, whose
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brief contents stated simply the fact that the Legislature of
Virginia had rejected the application to pass the bill
adopted at Augusta. None of the reasons which governed
this rejection were given. It was also incidentally com-
municated that the bill in question had been passed by the
Legislature of Tennessee; but of this there was no reliable
assurance. We do think that this neglect on the part of .
these committees, (although partially excusable in view of
those circumstances of the country which drew off their
attention as citizens to national affairs,) is to be lamented,
we had almost said reprehended. It compelled the Assem-
bly to take new action. Feeling the importance of the
subject, it was deemed necessary to raise another com-
mittee, to whom was referred the entire matter, as stated
in the following resolution :

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed, whose duty it
shall be to secure all necessary information as to the forms of charters,
and the conditions of securing them in the several States where they
may be required, and report the same to the next General Assembly; -
and also that the committees appointed by the last Assembly be
requested to report the result of their efforts to this committee.

Pending the passage of this resolution, a discussion arose,
led by the Rev. Dr. Baird, (chairman of this new committee
of five,) whose remarks showed great familiarity with the
subject of charters, and who took gccasion to characterize
as absurd the bill which the last Assembly had prepared
with so much care, and finished with the hand of so much
legal learning. It would seem to be a pity that Dr. Baird
had not been present at Augusta last December, to have
added the light of his knowledge to that of Chancellor
Johnstone, Judge Shepherd, and a galaxy of forensic stars
besides. As it is, however, it is evident that this subject
of charters will have to be discussed on the floor of the
next Assembly ; for the new committee will doubtless feel
itself authorized to bring another form of bill, charged
with important modifications of the present one. The vital
point in the existing bill has reference to the attempt
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therein made (we think successfully) to combine in one
great corporate body the various agencies of the Church,
so that there will be a strict unity in the practice, as well
as the theory, of our ecclesiastical government. And if
this central idea of the charter must be abandoned, accord-
ing to the desires of some, other reforms will be necessariiy
made, which must seriously alter the character of our
« Executive Committees,” and lead to their being remod-
elled, somewhat according to the pattern of the old and
offensive “Boards.”

REPORTS OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES.

A large portion of the time which the Assembly allowed
itself for deliberation was occupied in listening to, discuss-
ing, and approving the reports on Foreign Missions and
Domestic Missions: these being the ouly two reports
which were presented from the Executive Committees.
That on Publication was received by the Permanent Clerk
in time to be embodied with the other valuable matter of
the Appendix; and that on Education, although ready for
the Assembly, was, by no fault of any one, never sent
to that body. The respected Secretaries, the Rev. Dr.
‘William Brown and the Rev. Dr. John H. Gray, were both
prevented from attending the sessions at Montgomery,
greatly to the regret of all concerned. The Assembly en-
joyed, however, the presence of the Rev. Dr. J. Leighton
‘Wilson, Secretary of Foreign Missions, and of the Rev. Dr.
John Leyburn, Secretary of Domestic Missions, the former
in his official character only, the latter as a member as well.
The reports which these two brethren presented richly
deserved the close attention given to them by the Assem-
bly, and will far more than repay a careful perusal on the
part of members of the Church. It is unfortunate, speak-
ing from a worldly point of view, that our Foreign Mis-
sionary field has been shut off from the Committee by the
enemy who is ravaging the banks of the Mississippi. But
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it may turn out for the best. Meanwhile, the Committee
is resolved to strain every effort to fulfil the Church’s
mission in the promising field so lately flourishing with all
the evidences of Divine favor. The Missionaries among
the Indians are not likely to suffer, if human energy,
directed by the grace of God, can prevent it. They are
already supplied for several months to come. As to Do-
mestic Missions, the Executive Committee appointed by
the Assembly is quite broken up by the fall of New Or-
leans into the hands of our wicked foe; the Secretary is a
refugee in Athens, Georgia; and his ad interim advisers
consist of the brethren in the ministry and in the eldership
immediately about him. Dr. Leyburn is not the man to
suffer this great cause to languish, if industry, zeal, and
experience, can prevent.

OTHER DOCUMENTS OF THE ASSEMBLY.

A capital review of the state of the Church is to be found
in the Narrative, prepared with remarkable care by the Rev.
Mr. Girardeaun, of Charleston. The Assembly wisely or-
dered it to be read to the churches from our various pul-
pits. Both the Narrative of last year, written by the
venerable Dr. Leland, and that of this, are fair specimens
of what such public papers ought to be: well worded,
chaste, fervent, instructive, discriminating.

The reports of the different Standing Committees pre-
sent nothing requiring special remark. That on System-
atic Benevolence, written by the Rev. A. A. Porter, of
Columbia, is deserving of attention, as presenting a con-
densed view of a subject whose importance can not be
overrated, lying, as it does, at the foundation of all our
benevolent enterprises.

The letter of Dr. Leyburn, written by him as chairman
of the Committee on Bills and Overtures, addressed to the
President of the Confederate States, contains a straight-
forward, manly plea in defence of the Sabbath against the
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incursions of godless army regulations. It -will not do
much good, however; inasmuch as statesmen, even the
wisest of them, have yet to learn that to govern a country
successfully requires obedience on the part of the govern-
ing powers themselves to the plain laws of Heaven. They
act as if politics were wholly independent of, if not wholly
above, religion. History is full of this error, especially as
it relates to Christian countries; for the heathen have
always maintained a countrolling regard for the commands
of their gods in all their laws and institutions.

A highly interesting ¢ Pastoral Letter”’ was prepared by
the Rev. Dr. Baird, chairman of a special committee, ap-
pointed for this purpose. It is addressed “ To the Ministers
and Membersof our Churches, and Young Men of our Con-
gregations, in the Confederate Army.” It was ordered to
be printed in the Appendix to the Minutes, and to be pub-
lished in tract form by the Executive Committee of Publica-
tion. It must be useful; although we think that its utility
would have been enhanced if the author had submitted it
to a greater pressure of condensation. We hope that. the
Lord will bless it to those for whom it is intended !

‘We are pleased to see that the Assembly did not think
that it went out of its way in recommending the Bible
Society of the Confederate States to ‘“the favor and patron-
age of our churches and people.” This Society, located
in Augusta, Georgia, is now energetically engaged in pub-
lishing, from stereotype plates, a large edition of the New
Testament, and of the New Testament and Psalms, specially
adapted to the use of soldiers. It can not want for pat-
ronage, for it is eminently deserving of it. .As soon as
the blockade shall have been removed, it will .import
largely from England such editions of the Bible and Tes-
tament as will fully meet the wants of all classes of our
population.

The Assembly adjourned after a session of only four
days. It did its work well, and left undone much that it
felt itself unauthorized to attempt.
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ARTICLE V.
HYMN-BOOK MAKING.

The determination of our first General Assembly to
revise the Hymn-Book has called out a vast amount of
writing on the subject. A great many good things have
been said, of course; much talk on the part of a sensible
people on any point necessarily includes & certain propor-
tion of good sense. Butso much of incongruity and oppo-
sition has appeared, as to show that no settled principles
of reason or of taste have prevailed among us; and to show
the need of some investigation for their discovery. Some
thing will be accomplished by this article, if only the
thought and purpose to determine these ruling principles
be introduced into the mind of the Church. For we will
never doubt that that mind, tuned as it is to spiritua
melody, and enlightened from on high, can rise to the
height of worthy praise, and worship God acceptably, not
only in the spirit, but also in the manner of the worship.

Two principal questions suggest themselves, which being
clearly answered, all other problems are either solved by
implication, or concern the mechanism of the work. They
are: the proper subjects of hymns; and the necessary
requisites of good hymns. For if we can decide of what
things they should treat, and in what manner they should
treat of them, the work of selection will proceed easily
under those two great lights.

The first question, which relates to the proper subjects of
hymns, can best be appreached by asking another: What
part of their worship can Christians sing? This brings us
at once to inquire of the spirit of lyrical composition, in
which general division hymns occur as a class.

‘What does the world sing? Rather, of what does it not
sing? Binging is the purling of the stream of life, whether
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a rill leaps swiftly and starrily from the mountain, “making
sweet music with th’ enamelled stones,” or the abounding
river whispers kindly to the reeds, or thunders with many
voices in the cataract. Every thought that has .a thrill of
emotional lifein it; every feeling that mere words will not
suffice for, which, spoken, leaves the heart still burdened
with its sweetness or its woe, demands a voice in poetry
and a hearing in song. We are not concerned with the
mere lyrical shape of the poetry, but with the instinct that
demands such shape as to be sung. And, discarding every
other part of the subject, we look t0 see what men have
loved to sing.

1. (a.) Addresses to loved ones, maidens wooed or won,
parents, children, and friends.

(6.) Utterances of feeling concerning them; delight or
lamentation, praise or dirge, exulting and complaint, all
find a voice.

2. (a.) Addresses by prosopopeeia to nature or country,
to mountains, to the daisy, to the sea, to native land, or
ocean isles.

(b.) Songs out of our own hearts about them, patriotic
and other.

8. Historic lyrics; due to wars, victories, public disasters,
or deliverances.

4. Songs born of society, or social relations and phe-
nomena ; farewells, good-nights, student glees.

5. Heart songs; one’s own inner hopes, and joys, and
fears, poured forth as King David begins his forty-fifth
Psalm: ¢« My heart bubbles up (like a spring) with pleas-
ant song.”

Putting aside as irrelevant so much of lyrics as is satir-
ical or comic, we have the varieties of song before us.
And what a precious and delightful thing it is, that while
there is a world of thought to be uttered in words, and a
world of feeling, which can not be spoken, God should
give us this border land of song, beyond mere words, but
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rich in voice. ¢ Music married to immortal verse,” is the
consummation of human speech: the tenderest voice of
love, the noblest balm of inward sorrow. The best outlet of
the heart surcharged with joy in nature, or with patriotic
fervors, or with victory, or with worship, is in song.

Such being the range of lyrics, and such the instinct of
man’s heart about song, the question next to be considered
is: What limits, within this range, are imposed on our
worship in hymns? It is self-evidently desirable that such
variety as is not inconsistent with its nature, or with the
high proprieties of religious life, should be sought; not
only to avoid monotony, and consequent weariness, but be-
cause, the subjects being inexhaustible in depth, range, and
beauty, and the attitude and temper of man’s heart vary-
ing continually, there iz a freshness, and richness, and
power of Christian song, not attained, but to be ap-
proached, and climbed at, and soared for, with ever new
delight and benefit. Indeed here, as in every other lofty
department of human life, this is a distinct and signal part
of the blessing; the perennial, spontaneous, self-rewarding
endeavor after results worthy of God.

No limitations are to be taken for granted, therefore.
No hasty assumption that the cbject of psalmody is this or
that, can be permitted to narrow its field of utterance.
‘We must look for boundaries to the standing instinctive
judgments of the Church, or to the monumental example
of Scripture—the Book of Psalms.

In treating of the instinctive decisions of the Church,
we have two or three witnesses to bring forward. First of
all, if we could discover them, would stand the precedents
of the apostolic period. The dewy morning of the Chris-
tian day had its own matins, before science or fashion
tuned the lay. Whatever we could find of that time, that
opening worship of the Alonian Sabbath, would at least
show us, beyond controversy, what must not be excluded;
while it could not forbid that which was justified or suf-
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ficiently endorsed elsewhere. Now, while it behooves us
not to speak too confidently where we have not proof,
there is a probability, more and more widely admitted by
commentators, that certain quotations of the apostle Paul,
introduced by the words, “Faithful is the saying,” are taken
from favorite hymns of the churches in his day.

However sceptical any reader may be on this point, cer-
tainly the possibility of their having such an origin must
awaken the tenderest interest, and will justify a moment’s
pause upon them. And it is worthy of remark, that they
all occur in the pastoral epistles. Addressed to intimate
friends, where his heart had full play of personal affections,
they show what was his manner of speech and thought in
his least guarded moments. In them we seem to get a
glimpse of what Paul’s style of conversation was, fulfilling
his own motto, ev rovrocs afe, pithy, full of counsel and
apothegm, and relieved of all hardness by affectionate
phrasge, burning doxology, and snatches of unformed but
sacred song. A most tempting theme venly ; but we must
not digress.

The first of these quota.tlons is found in 1 Tim. 1: 15:
“Faithful is the saying, and worthy of all acceptation ;
¢Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”” How
happily it fits the reference he is making to his own case;
how vividly it brings him before us, joining in the simple
but profound ascriptions to Christ of his chosen work, and
thrilling with the feeling that he, above all men, should
bear witness to Him !

The next occurs in chapter 3: 1: “Faithful is the saying,
‘If a man seeks the office of a bishop, he desires a good
work.’” To us, perhaps, a bald truism, though it should
not be, even now. But then, to be a bishop was to be first
on Nero’s list, or Pliny’s, (and it made very little difference
whether it were a Nero or a Pliny,) first in toils, and dan-
gers, and contempts, and death, without earthly reward.
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Plain as it is, then, there is a touch of heroism there, not
unworthy of apostolic song.

The closing verse of the same chapter, though not intro-
duced by the same formula, is thought to be of the same
class : ¢ Great is the mystery! ¢God was manifest in the
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto
the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into
glory.”” 'What a mass of wrought gold! Nothing formal
or creed-like about it, but the whole story of a Divine Re-
deemer’s love and power, pressed into five syllables, and
chanted (perhaps in the close of their sacramental worship)
by those to whom He was all.

The next chapter, 4 : 9, returns to the formula: “Faith-
ful is the saying, and worthy of all acceptation ; ‘For to this
end we endure labor and reproach, because we have set
our hope on the living God, who is the Saviour of all
mankind, specially of the faithful.”” Very pleasant is it
to mark this freshness of a true heart, this self-devotion,
this reinforcing of each other’s fortitude amid scorns and
persecutions, in th® first Christian hymns. We seem to
breathe the same air with martyrs and confessors while we
ponder these words.

The single quotation in Titus, 8 : 8, brings up Pliny’s.
letter at once. “Faithful is the saying, ‘Let them that'
have believed in God be careful to practise good works.””
These might be the very words with which their covenant
began, whereby they ¢ bound themselves, not to the com-
mission of crimes, but to refrain from theft, from adultery;
to be faithful in performing their promises, to withhold
from none the property intrusted to their keeping.”

One more example remains, viz: 2 Tim. 2: 11-18; per-
haps the most touching and beautiful of them all. ¢Faith-
ful is the saying, ‘For if we have died with Him, we shall
also live with Him ; if we suffer, we shall also reign with
Him; if we deny Him, He will also deny us; if we be
faithless, yet He abideth faithful; He can not deny Him-
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self.”” This may not be poetry, in strictness of speech;
neither is

«Scots wha hae wi’ Wallace bled :”
but it is certainly lyrical in a very high degree. Itis difficult
even now to read it, without a stirred heart and moistened
eye; but think of the fierce days, the ranks of believers
broken, perhaps even since the last Sabbath, by some sudden
onslaught of persecution; the plain raiment and homely
faces of poverty at Philippi or Thessalonica sublimed by
sorrow bravely borne, or transfigured by the vivid purpose
to suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together:
and its pathos and simple eloquence, stand first, perhaps,
among all the hymns of the Christian’ages.

If, now, we review them, to note their subjects, we find
the first and third to be songs of praise—the latter, praise
in rather a didatic form; the second contains, possibly, a
trace of ecclesiastical psalmody—certainly a word of honor
to the chosen chief of the Church ; the fourth, an utterance
of patient faith; and the remaining two challenge to
virtue, and hope, and joy. .

‘We turn next, for a moment, to the actual selections of
the Church through later ages—the hymns that successive
generations of believers, untrammelled by authority, have
loved and sung. And perhaps the .very first that would
occur, which are not versions of the Psalms, are two of
Luther’s, “A strong mountain is our God,” which is
praise and heroic faith; and, ¢“In robes of judgment, lo! He
comes!” lofty description and exhortation. And if, with-
out further delay, we call up that noble choir of the time
of Wesley and the following generations, and run over in
our thoughts those of their hymns that every body knows,
we shall find three great classes: Worship, Contemplation,
and Self-Utterance. But the great body of those hymns
which directly address the Deity are borrowed, more or
less directly, from the Book of Psalms. A few would be.
found, even in these days, which address the sinner or the
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saint; but their number then, as compared with those of
the classes named, would bear a very small proportion to
their number now, under the same comparison. The bulk
of popular new hymns now, is divided between contempla-
tion and addresses to the two great and final divisions of
mankind—those who are Christ’s, and those who are not.

Nor is this appeal to the instinct of the Church, or rather
to her affections, a trivial and unworthy appeal. Sacred
song, a8 we have acknowledged, is the outlet of sacred
feeling. We, who believe in the indwelling of the Spirit,
believe that the: Church, as & whole, is ordered in heart and
temper from on high. The emotions that swell within her
bosom, and seek expression in her voice, are due to those
tender and sublime objects of thought which are repre-
sented by the word of God and a God-given experience.
And it will not do to say that these words, whatever their
form may be, in which her heavenly hopes and joys, her
challenges to living triumphs or more glorious deaths, her
pledges of eternal loyalty, have spoken all her heart, are
ill chosen, unworthy, untrue. The hymn the Church loves
must be sung, whatever a finical taste or languid criticism
may think of it.

But we revert, for a moment, to the Book of Psalms—
God’s own exemplar of Christian song. In a rapid, and not
very accurate manner, which is all our particular purpose
demands, we classify them as follows:

1. Addresses of Praise, about 18
. Other forms of Praise, 82

II1. Christian Experience, 21
IV. Christian Meditation, 19
V. Prophetic Psalms,* 9
VI. Patriotic Psalms, 19
VII. Prayers Proper, 82

#1t is by no means intended to limit the prophetical element to these
nine or ten of the Psalms; but as we are concerned with their relations to
worship, we have merged them, as far as possible without violence, in the



68 Hymn-Book Making. [JuLy,

This survey has doubtless sufficiently  illustrated the
breadth of theme that must be permitted to a book of pious
song. Nor can it be right (let us say in passing) to draw
any very rigorous distinction between hymns for public
and for private use. There is no real difference between
the worship we offer as individuals and as a congregation;
and while hymns may often, and properly, take cogni-
zance of the fact that the people are ‘“met together in
Christ’s name,” it is not indjspensable that they should do
so. Could five, out of all the readers of this Review, be
persuaded to omit “Rock of Ages” from our book, because
it runs

 Rock of Ages cleft for me” ?

The results of this cursory survey abundantly annul the
canon, which has some how found footing, that all hymns
should be praise. A proposition upon its very face impos-
sible to be received; and yet, how many eminent men
invariably introduce their reading of a hymn by the for-
mula: “Let us sing to the praise of God,” whether it be

the one hundredth Psalm, or

¢ Oh, for a glance of heavenly day!”

How many arguments and disquisitions about psalmody
rest their whole weight on the assumption that singing
is praise! How many solemn appeals to choirs and
to lovers of sacred music are vitiated by the same fal-
lacy! No hymn-book can be limited to hymns of praise,
or bound to any narrower range of themes than the emo-
tions of the Christian life. This, we think, we have clearly
proved.

other classes. That is to say, just fifty Psalms, or one-third of the whole
book, consist of addresses to God, (I. and VIL.) About fortyspeak mainly
of God and His attributes, and wondrous deeds, done or to come, (II. and
V.) Forty more utter the devout emotions and inward experience of a
Christian heart, (III. and IV.) And the remainder are love, and glory,
and grief about Israel, (VI.)
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And in proving that, we have also settled the question
whether a small collection would answer the purposes of the
Church. If David, pouring the worship of ancient Israel
into song, needed more than a hundred Psalms wherein to
express it, when the feelings and circumstances of the
Church were simplicity itself, compared with the present
age, and if prophets and holy men were inspired to add to
the number, down to the very close of the ancient canon, is
it likely that fifty or a hundred hymns will content the people
now? And where are all our objections to the meagreness
of a liturgy, if the hymns that can be printed on a dozen
pages will suffice for our singing? If there were any part of
worship which would bear those narrow limitations, it
would surely be the public prayers, whose round of proper
subjects is 8o small, and whose treatment so circumscribed
by the necessities of the ordinance itself. But, as even
here liturgies breed leanness, a fortiori are narrow limits
inadmissible in psalmody, which is prayer, and praise, and
meditation, and longing, and a thousand other throbs of
the true heart, and melodies of the loving voice.

Perhaps it will be as easy to dispose of the much-mooted
matter of doctrinal hymns at this point as at any other.
It is said, and truly said, that the didactic and lyrical ele-
ments are so opposite to each other, that virtually they are
destructive of each other; that to state, and much more, to
argue, a theological proposition, makes the so-called hymn
in which it is done, a solecism and an absurdity. This
can not be denied, and it certainly rules out a number of
“hymns’’ that have been foisted into our present collec-
tion for no other discoverable reason than that they are
rhymed digests of Calvinism. We confess we never meet
them without a two-fold indignation ; first, at the discredit
to the hymn-book and to the Church which endorses
and publishes it; and still more at the imputation on
Calvinism, that it needs any such setting forth, needs to
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be exhibited in any such pills of doggerel to be taken by
the Church.
Such is hymn one hundred and twenty-two—a summary
of doctrine, (save the mark!)
¢« Election! ’tis & word divine:
For, Lord, I plainly see,
Had not Thy choice prevented mine,
I no’er had chosen Thee.”

<t For perseverance, strength I've none.”
¢ O may Thy glorious merit be
By imputation mine.”
<« Free grace alone can wipe the tears
From my lamenting eyes.”
See, also, hymn forty-four:

¢« Backward, with humble shame, we look
On our original ;
How is our nature dashed and broke

In our first father’s fall !
Others there are, but these are surely enough to show the
futility of attempts in that kind. How odd a blindness it
is, which can not see that doctrine is only truth in stiff,
professorial raiment: that the hymn,

¢ There is a fountain filled with blood,”

has the doctrine of justification by faith as clearly and
justly in it as any dogmatic treatise; and has it alive, while
the treatise probably has it dead: that Wesley’s noble
translation,

¢ Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness

My beauty are, my glorious dress,”

commends the doctrine of imputation more mightily than
he ever impugned it: that Charles Wesley was glorying in
the saint’s perseverance when he wrote,

‘“ How happy every child of grace
‘Who knows his sins forgiven!”

than which there is hardly a better hymn to be found!
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Every hymn is the utterance of a truth ; but truth as held
and cherished by the heart. Any attempt to present it
otherwise in a hymn, spoils the hymn, and puts a bad flavor
on the truth besides.

Under the second chief division of our subject there is
little to be done, except to examine the tests which have
been applied with intent to banish certain well-loved
hymns from our book, because of alleged faults. One or
two general remarks may save delay and digression farther
on. '
In the first place, then, we concede that mere popularity
in past days is not a perfect criterion, because the public
taste does change; on the whole, it is becoming refined.
But prudery is not refinement. .

Secondly, we maintain that the last polish of fastidious
scholarship does not furnish a proper criterion; beecause
judgment can not be committed to it without both restrain-
ing the liberty and forfeiting the sympathy of Christ’s
Church. A single illustration will settle that point. Sup-
pose the admirable hymn,

¢ Jesus, lover of my soul,”

to which public exception has lately been taken—-—suppbse
that hymn, and all that equally offend the same taste, were
stricken from our book; who does not know that all our
churches, and nine-tenths of our ministers, would feel the
- loss severely—would feel that one of the most comforting
and delightful elements of sacred song was snatched from
them, on a punctilic? In the next paragraph we must
argue the question now touched upon; now we are only
concerned with the maxim, that the taste of the church
must be paramount, and not that of the most exquisite
critics.
Taking these two principles with us, we advance now to
the dogma, that hymns must not be erotic. The word itself
is equivocal; but the meaning of it in this connexion
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doubtless is, that such language ought not to be used as is
restricted to romantic attachments in its ordinary employ-
ment. A moment’s thought will satisfy us that, stated in
this general way, the canon can not be maintained. Other-
wise, David must not say, “ 0O God, thou art my God;”
because we employ a like phrase of possession about our
elect ones, whoever they may be: neither can the language
be endured, “In Thy presence is fulness of joy; at Thy
right hand there are pleasures for ever more.” The forty-
fifth Psalm, the Song of Solomon, some noblest and most
precious passages of Isaiah, Ezekiel, Hosea, yea, of all the
prophets, parts of Paul’s Epistles, and of Revelations, must
all be rooted out.

Nor must it be forgotten that God himself has chosen
this very relationship, on which to found promises and to
inculcate duty. “I will betroth thee unto me for ever,”
“Prepare a8 a bride adorned for her husband,” ¢ 8o shall
the King greatly desire thy beauty.” Such are some of
His words. And it is a signal proof of the vital and victo-
torious power of religious ideas, that they have redeemed
such words from being merely amatory, and conferred upon
them an intent as pure as it is lofty ; so that it is'rather the
lover who quotes them from the Bible, than God who
borrows them from man.

Only when a certain lusciousness of speech is indulged,
which is rather sensual than amatory, does the charge of
erotism become serious.

¢Thou knowest I love Thee, dearest Lord,”

suggests nothing unworthy, though the language can not
fail a little in reverence; but

I’ speechless clasp Thee in my arms,”

and
¢« There He may caress thee,

And call thee His bride,”
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are offensively amatory. Nor does the proof in either case
lie in our assertion, but in the fact that the hymn first
quoted retains its hold upon the Church, while the others
have lost their hold, and are hardly ever sung.

As to the beautiful hymn so often mentioned above, we
are not clear that it is erotic at all. The only expressions
that give color to the charge, are ¢ Lover of my soul,” and
“Let me to Thy bosom fly.” But was Mason “erotic,”
when he called Washington a lover of his country? Is it
amatory to say that Newton was a lover of truth? The
concluding words, “of my soul,” evidently qualify the

. offending word, and convert it from an epithet into an
affirmation, ¢Jesus, who dost love my soul.” And as to
the other word, followed as it is by the reference to storms
and sorrows, it loses its amatory associations altogether,
and remains only slightly objectionable, as unduly anthro-
pomorphic. Here, again, our appeal is to the facts. Do
we ging these words with sentimental languors, or with a
strong sense of Christ’s love and protection amid the waves
of trouble ? .

Another instance of hypercriticism, in the same kind, is
that upon the line,

“My God, my life, my love” !

He who, knowing that the Scripture saith ¢ God is love,”
and that any thing may be called one’s love, or passion,
which absorbs his affections, is yet offended by that line,
must certainly be of a very ¢ erotic” turn of mind.

Another fault, which ought in almost every case to
banish & hymn from use, is toying with a figure of speech,
just as a pleasant play of fancy. The objection here, how-
ever, is not ssthetic, but moral. It is the evident lack of
earnestness. Psalmody is the play of feeling, not of fancy.

Our failing space warns us not to dwell on this point, as
other rules must be illustrated, or they will hardly be
believed to need mention.

VOL. XV., No. 1.—10
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The language of hymns must not be vulgar; as-in that

nauseous line,
¢ Let us in Thy bowels sound.”

Nor must the figure be far-fetched; as Watts’ about the
clouds, °

“Those wand’ring cisterns in the sky " ;
and the Methodist Hymn-Book,

¢“Now, O my Joshua, bring me in”’;
and
¢« He shall prop your feeble knees.”

Nor, of course, can any thing so quaint as to become ridic-
ulous be endured. Of this we find a signal example in
“ The Hymns of the Church Militant:”

¢ Through tribulations deep,
The way to glory is;
The stormy course I keep,
On these tempestuous seas ;
By waves and winds I’m tossed and driven—
. FPreighted with grace, and bound for heaven.

¢“If a dead calm ensues,
And heaven no breezes give,
The oar of prayer I use,
And try, and toil, and strive.
* * * *
¢ But when a heavenly breeze
Springs up and fllls my sail,
My vessel goes with ease
Before the pleasant gale;
And runs as much an hour, or more,
As in a month or two before” !

And again, in Newton’s unhappy hymn :

¢ The kine, unguided, went
By the directest road,
‘When the Philistines homeward sent
The ark of Israel’s God.

«“ Lowing they passed along,
And left their calves shut up ;
They felt an instinet for their young,
But would not turn or stop”’!
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Even an ill-used word will spoil a hymn: as,

« T contemplate it can’t be long
Till He will come again.”
And St. Bernard’s magnificent hymn on the City of God is
blemished by the line,

¢ Conjubilant with song.”

In a word, while literary finish is not the rule, yet viola-
tion of established taste is a fatal transgression. Hymns
must be simple in language, clear and unforced in thought,
born of a living heart, and of such rhythm that they can
be sung without violence to the sense.

We come now, in the last place, to that vexed question;
the version of Psalms. Shall we sing Watts? or shall it be
Rouse ? If not, what shall it be? We have left ourselves
little more room than will announce our judgment, for
which we can claim very little regard, unsupported by the
reasons on which it is founded.

As to the first and fundamental question of liberty, we
will not yield an inch; no, not to win a thousand churches.
‘We had rather go off into the woods, and sing alone, than
submit to any dictation here. In truth, this question
never is touched without stirring a profound indignation
among the people of God.

Next, as to any prescriptive right of David’s Psalms to
monopolize the singing of the Church; there is not one
word of ordinance on the subject, nor any Scripture ex-
ample of their being sung, which conveys the slightest
sense of obligation, either as acknowledged then, or as
holding now. Jehoshaphat did command the singers to -
sing,

¢t Praise the Lord, for His mercy endureth for ever,”
which is probably intended to identify a psalm; but the
circumstances were unique, and utterly unlike our congre-
gational worship. And why should David, or the Psalms
bound up with David’s, we know not when, be enforced
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upon us; and Isaiah, and Habakkuk, and the heavenly
songs in Revelations, be ruled out? Why may we not
sing,

¢ Worthy is the Lamb that was slain”’ ?

But there is a gleam of light in the proposal to compile
a new version; especially if it be coupled with the sugges-
tion, not to separate it from the hymns proper, but to
blend them together.

‘We freely concede both the defects and the demerits of
‘Watts, though he be the best single paraphrast we have.
His eighteenth psalm contains nothing so worthy as Stern-
hold and Hopkins’,

¢ The Lord descended from above,
And bowed the heavens most high.”

And several of the noblest Psalms he has rendered with
unpardonable feebleness. Take, for instance, the thunder-
psalm, the twenty-ninth. The key is found in verse third :

¢ The God of glory thundereth.”

From the abrupter contrasts of mountain and valley, the
larger proportion of water to the land, and the more varied
weather, it seems probable, though we can not find it so
stated in the books, that electrical phenomena are on a
grander scale in northern than in southern Palestine;
~ where, in truth, thunder and lightning are almost entirely

confined to the winter months. Now, if we suppose David
to have visited Carmel during the latter part of the sum-
mer, (and he may well have done so on military or other
royal errand, after the harvests of the spring were gath-
“ered,) and imagine the sullen sweep of sulphurous clouds,
spreading their shadow silently over the breathless sea;
white masses rolled up, throne-like, above the gloomy crypts,
_the cloud-caverns, where fierce thunders already rumble;
the mighty pile seeming to grow without voice, or hand,
or breath of wind, out of the black deep into the very
zenith ; the sudden lightning, struck out, as it were, by a
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blow of the mace of Power; the instant, crashing roar be-
hind it, leaping out across the unclouded blue, while
Lebanon and Hermon (which is Sirion) start on their lofty
seats, and break the very cedars by the shock ; making the
great sea cower in its'bed ; and running southward across
Samaria and the Holy City, until far-off Kadesh trembles
with awe: if, we say, David be imagined to behold and
hear all this from Carmel, we can almost fee! the tremors
of delight and worship with which he whispered softly,

«The God of glory thundereth!”

and the sublime faith that turns the very thunder into the
sweet music of promise,
¢Jehovah will give strength unto His people!
Jehovah will bless His people with peace!”
And what of all this glorious picture has Watts given us?
We really have not the heart to quote it; it is too pitiful
beside the Psalm he should have rendered into verse.

It is, therefore, not only permissible, but has become
necessary, that Watts’ worse paraphrases should be stricken
out, and that the whole world of Christian poesy be put
under contribution, that at least an endurable version of
the Book of Psalms be made out. .And if no good account
of any particular Psalm can be given, (as we believe is the
case with this twenty-ninth,) let it be left blank until its requi-
sitions are met.. There could be no higher tribute to its
power and beauty.

‘We have thus run, most slightly and unsatisfactorily, we
confess, over the principal points to which we desire the
minds of our best men to address themselves. There can
be no exaggeration of the importance of the subject. Our
children’s worship, and thus their hearts and minds, are to
be formed on'the Hymn-Book, perhaps more, even, than
on the Bible. Nor can we deny the multitude of good
hymns now wanting in our present book, nor the many
poor ones meerted there.
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If we could embody every genuine and worthy Christian
feeling in a song, whether the feeling spring from a view
of precious truth, from God’s gracious providence, or our
inward life; if in language simple, fresh, clear, poetic, our
congregations could utter all their heart, or warm the
sluggish devotions of their worldliness into fervors and joy;
if the venerable worship of the Bible-Church, pouring its
streams through many ages, could flow, widening and deep-
ening, in majestic music into the volume of our psalmody ;
then, indeed, our Hymn-Book would be made. _

It is our duty to approach the excellence we can not
attain.

ARTICLE VI.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ECCLESIASTICAL HIS-
TORY OF ABBEVILLE DISTRICT, 8. C.

As early as 1765, a petition was sent up from the “Long
Canes,” in Upper Carolina, to the Synod of New York and
Philadelphia, for ministerial aid. This section had been
for about ten years filling up with descendants of the
Scotch-Irish from North Carolina and Virginia, forming
the ¢“Calhoun Settlements;” so named from the distin-
guished civilian, Patrick Calhoun, Esq., who led the emi-
gration, and who formed the nucleus of a very extensive
family connexion, occupying, by this time, in its varied
yet closely-interwoven branches, nearly all that region of
- country on the waters of Little River, afterwards known as
the “Flat-Woods” of Abbeville.

The constant liability to Indian depredations, and the
reckless habits engendered by border life, had rendered
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impracticable the regular administration of the ordinances
of religion, even if such had been obtainable. Indeed, so
precarious had been the foothold of the first settlers, as to
render them little else than sojourners on the fruitful soil
they had determined to occupy. With the hardihood nat-
ural to their race, they had ventured upon the very hunt-
ing-grounds of the Indians; and dearly had they paid the
forfeit of this temerity. From their primitive cabins, noth-
ing but the wild beast and the savage roamed over these
lonely streams and vales, which stretched away beyond
the Unacaya mountains, to the Blue Ridge. Meditating a
bitter revenge, the Cherokees made a descent, in 1761, upon
the feeble colony; and, coming upon them in their at-
tempted flight to the nearest point, Augusta, Georgia,
they massacred between fifteen and twenty men, women,
and children, and carried into .captivity two little girls,
daughters of Mr. William Calhoun, brother of Patrick. The
elder of these was, after some years, rescued; the other was
never heard of. The scene of the melancholy catastrophe
is on a descent, just before reaching Patterson’s Bridge.
Attacked at the moment when they had stopped to make
an encampment, and entangled by their wagons, they could
make but little resistance. Some, however, were so for-
tunate as to make their escape. Cutting loose the horses,
and favored by the night, they fled to the Waxhaws, with
another portion of the company, which was in advance.
Among the slain was the mother of the family, Mrs. Cath-
arine Calhoun; and a curious stone, engraved by a native
artist, marks the spot where she fell amidst her children
and neighbors.

The severe measures of Grant, who in this year, with a
Provincial regiment under Col. Middleton, advanced upon
and devastated the Indian settlements, compelled the sav-
ages to maintain a show of peace for some years; and
before 1765 the fugitives had all repossessed the homes
they had abandoned. This state of security did not long
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continue. The good faith of the Indians did not exclude
predatory incursions, which kept the settlers in continual
alarm; but though these were detrimental to peace and
property, we do not learn that any others were sacrificed
to the tomahawk.

- In 1764, the colony was strengthened on its southern
border by the arrival of the French Protestants, who had
received a grant of land from the King of England, included
in Hillsborough township, ten miles square, near the con-
fluence of the Savannah and Little Rivers. In 1765, the
fear of Indian invasion had extended to the French; and
in addition to the forts already built, they constructed, for
their own protection, one in New Bordeaux, and another
in New Rochelle, a settlement on the eastern side of the
river. :

In addition to these, the intervening tract of country
shortly received a number of accessions from Scotland, as
the names still remaining testify ; which, with the lawless
and rude characters that naturally seek frontier life, made
up at this time a pretty various and extensive population.
No wonder that those religiously trained should begin to
lament the absence of the sanctifying influences of a
preached Gospel.

The neighborhood of the pious French could avail them
nothing, except the hallowing influence of a holy and quiet
example. Whilst the leader of the Scotch-Irish colony was
hospitably extending to the indigent and expatriated Ha-
guenots the friendly hand of civil laws, their ordinances
and sacred rites, though hermetically sealed to him, under
the exclusiveness of their foreign tongue, must have affect-
ingly reminded him of that worship for which his fathers
had sacrificed so much.

‘We may not suppose that, coming from under the teach-
ings of such men as McKemie, Robinson, and others, these
people could willingly suffer such a state of reckless indif-
ference and forgetfulness of God to be impressed upon the
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rising generation. Accordingly, again and again, a depu-
tation was sent up to urge their necessities upon the Synod.
Among the ministers appointed by this body, in 1769, to
visit the Carolinas, was Mr. John Harris, then a member
of the Lewestown Presbytery; and though it does not ap-
pear that his mission southward was fulfilled for nearly
two years, there is no evidence that either of his co-laborers
had before that time penetrated to the settlements then
known as Upper (or rather Western) Carolina. On the con-
trary, it is asserted that the labors of Messrs. Roe and
Close did not reach that section;* and whatever service
might have been rendered by others was entirely transient
in its character, until the arrival of Mr. Harris. In 1774,
we find him a regular member of Orange Presbytery, which
then embraced both the Carolinas, where he remained
until, with five others, he was set off to constitute the first.
Presbytery of South Carolina, which met at the Waxhaws,
April 11, 1785. But as early as 1773, he had formed a set-
tlement in the “Flat-Woods,” on the waters of McKinley’s
Creek and Little River; where, as aland-owner and planter,
he bore no inconsiderable share of the losses and sufferings
inflicted by the Indians and Tories.

Of the five preaching stations selected by the committee,t
we can not certainly say that he occupied more than three,

* We are inclined to believe that there is some mistake in this state-
ment. We have lying before us the copy of a report drawn up by Dr.
Cummins, as & committee of the old Presbytery of South Carolina, to col-
lect materials for the Church history of Abbeville county. This committee
was appointed in 1793; the report was brought into Presbytery, and sent on
to the Assembly in 1794. In this it is said that the Rev. Azel Roe and John
Close, from New Jersey, tarried some weeks in the Long Canes settlement
early in 1771, “ordained elders, and administered the Lord’s Supper for the
first time in all that land.”” Mr. Roe received an earnest and harmonious
call to become their pastor, but the call was unsuccessful. —Eps. S. P. R.

+ The movement to obtain the regular ministrations of the Gospel by the
first settlers, was somewhat remarkable. Two of their number, Messrs.
Russel and McAlpin, were sent to the Synod of New York and Philadel-
phia with a petition for supplies. Messrs. Roe and Close were appointed to
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viz: “Upper Long Cane,” “Lower Long Cane,” and “Bull
Town,” or “Rocky River.” We have reason to believe, how-
ever, that his missionary labors were indefatigable and
zealous, and that he was ready to dispense the Word wher-
ever at all practicable—under trees or in log cabins—and
that he carried a word of encouragement or rebuke every-
where. An aged lady, born in 1769, not long deceased,
gave, as one of her earliest reminiscences, the hearing him
preach under a large chestnut tree near the residence of
General Pickens, which was then the ¢ block-house,” on
the site now occupied by Abbeville village. In this dis-
course he inveighed very strongly against the use of
tobacco, and some other species of intemperance, affording
thus a pretty good comment on the license which then pre-
vailed.

Bold, enthusiastic, and independent, he was & man pecu-
liarly adapted to the times, and to the work appointed
him. Though not above the medium height, his sturdy
frame and erect carriage commanded respect; and the
serene, but honest determination of his countenance, tem-
pered the pleasantries which often sparkled from his dark
eye. Through the trying scenes of the Revolution, he
labored energetically to stamp his own principles of repub-
licanism, as well as those of his religion, upon his people.
The three preaching stations before mentioned grew, under
his care, to regularly organized churches about the close of

visit them. Upon the report of the delegates, on their return, those who
sent them appointed a committee of five to arrange the people into congre-
gations, that the labors of the missionaries might be facilitated. The com-
mittee were Patrick Calhoun, Andrew Pickens, John Irwin, —— McAl-
pin, and one other, whose name has not been handed down. The region
of country in which the petitioners resided was arranged by the committee,
it is said, in four (five?) congregations, and the places of preaching were
appointed about fourteen miles apart. The names of these places were
Rocky Creek, Upper and Lower Long Cane, (Upper Long Cane still retains
its name; Lower Long Cane embraced what is now called Hopewell). The
other two places were Bull Town (now Rocky River) and Saluds (now
Greenville).—Eps. 8. P. R.
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the war, having been indebted to him not only for spiritual
direction, but for his manly and patriotic example in the
cause of freedom.

It was the usual boast of this Christian patriot, that every
man in his congregation was a Whig; but though the
Scotch-Irish ¢ were of the right stamp,” there were many
who wore the “red coat” in the surrounding country; and
the vicinity of the Savannah River rendered it necessary for
the well-affected to seek protection in forts against maraud-
ing parties from the Georgiaside. Much of his catechetical
and other instruction had to be given in these forts, which
were scattered along the Savannah River, or in those nearer
his preaching stations, which had been built for protection
against the Indians. About three miles from the spot
where the church was afterwards built, called Hopewell, a
palisade fort, with port-holes, and supplied within with a
school-house, minister’s residence, and other log dwellings,
had been constructed, on the return of the settlers to their
homes. It was calléd Fort Boone, most probably in honor
of Thomas Boone, then Provincial Governor. The father
of the Rev. Dr. Gray, now of LaGrange, Tennessee, and
the venerable lady before mentioned, his sister, were pupils
in the school at Fort Boone, and catechumens of the Rev.
John Harris. ’

On account of his republican zeal and influential
character, he was particularly obnoxious to the Tories, and
was often obliged to fly before them, when, on errands of
mercy, he had gone forth alone, taking refuge for the time

.in canes or thickets. Not being able to lay hands on him,
they revenged themselves on his property, driving off at
one time nearly all his slaves to Florida. It will be re-
membered that the British held at that time a depot there
for such property.* At “Bull Town” was a fort, in the

* «The British philanthropists formed a plan, in 1787, of settling at
Sierra Leone a company of slaves, who had (deserted) to the British
srmy, and accompanied the troops on their return to England.”—Rev. Dr.
VAN RENSSALAER.
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vicinity of the plantation of the Rev Mr. Harris, where
the Tories and Indians deployed most successfully in their
nefarious system of plunder. An instance is given of a
negro woman, belonging to Mr. Harris, who was ¢hased by
them for three days, with her child in her arms; she was at
length caught and conveyed to the Indian Nation, but
made her escape, leaving her child behind. The child was
finally rescued by Colonels Pickens and Anderson, and is
still living.

Though the state of things was thus desperate, it need
not be supposed that the assembling together of the congre-
gation was entirely suspended. The conscientious worship-
pers of God often bowed upon their arms, and a credible tra-
dition asserts that the Rev. John Harris often preached with
his gun in the desk beside him, and with his ammunition
suspended from his neck, after the fashion of the times.
Neither intimidated by his perils, nor discouraged by his
losses, he pursued his upright and independent course,
apparently forgetful of self in his zeal for the interests of
his people. A little anecdote will serve to illustrate his
determination, as well as his weight of character. ~ Col. A.,
a worthy man, but rather pliant in his temper, lived far
down on the Savannah, in a region much exposed to Tory
aggression. He was a personal friend of the minister, and
a member of one of his congregations; but having held a
commission under the royal government, it was feared that
he would compromise his principles for British favor and
protection. This suspicion no sooner entered the mind
of his friend, than he mounted his horse, and, taking
his saddle-bags for a long visit, determined not to leave
him till he came out on the right side. He staid with
him several days, and on his return declared “that all was
right.”

The Rev. John Harris was born of Welsh parents, who

settled on the eastern shore of Maryland, early in the
~ eighteenth century. Little is known of his early training,
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_but there are evidences of his classical knowledge still in
the possession of his descendants: some of the theological
works once belonging to his library are more than two
hundred years old. We hear of him first as a member ot
New Castle Presbytery, in 1756, which being divided, he
was set off to Lewestown. Whilst here, he preached in
the ancient churches of Wicomico and Monokin, names
familiar to the earliest records of the colonial church. He
was remarkable for the industry, energy, and punctuality
of his habits, and to an advanced age attended faithfully
upon the church judicatories.

As an evidence of his position as a citizen, he was at one
time a member of the Provincial Congress of South Caro-
lina; and besides, in that frontier life, in the absence of
regular physicians, was very useful to his people in a
medical capacity: aged persons here remember that their
parents spoke of him as old Doctor Harris, and tradition

_has preserved some instances of his efficiency in the healing
art. .

Although very genial and tolerant in his social procliv-
ities, h® was an uncompromising champion of the faith, and
it was believed would not hesitate to demonstrate his
belief in his principles, by physical as well as by mental
power. At the close of the war, he was the only Presby-
terian minister in the region known afterward as Abbeville
District ; but he had some thing of a competitor in a brother
of the Associate Scotch Reformed Church, who, oftended at
the fearless independence of the Presbyterian, and at some
innovations attempted in Psalmody,* often gave vent to
sentiments more bellicose than Christian. It was said to
him one day, ‘“ You had better take care, old Dr. Harris

* A son of Mr. Harris, a gallant and spirited youth, having learned
something of music from an Englishman in Virginia, ventured to intro-
duce Watts, and to give his father’s congregations some new tunes to vary
the routine of the old Scotch dozen; but received for his reward the usual
amount of indignation from the conscientious psalm-singers.
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will get hold of you.” ¢«I dinna care,” he replied; ¢“he

may hae the better of me in hither and yan, but I hae the -

»”

advantage in length.” Such were the men of that rude
and practical age. But in that strong domestic fabric was
wrought the sternest patriotism, the most unflinching integ-
rity. It is almost unnecessary to add that Mr. Harris was
very popular, and by the dignity of his character and deport-
ment commanded respect even from those whose principles
and practices he opposed. During the last ten years of his
life, he resigned his pulpits principally to the younger
and more demonstrative preachers with whom the church
was now supplied, acting as a co-laborer with them. The
last pulpit he occupied was in connexion with Mr. Mecklin,
at Rocky River.

As a pioneer in religion, and as a patriot, his work was
done; the churches were organized, and the country estab-
lished in peace. Having purchased some land on the

Savannah, he was preparing to spend the remainder of his

days in that comfort which contrasted strongly with his
stormy middle age, when he was attacked with a pulmo-
nary complaint, and gradually declined. He died in §798 or
'99, aged, it is thought, more than sixty-five years. He was
brother-in-law of the Rev. Hugh Henry, of Maryland, having
married Mary, the daughter of Col. Isaac Handy, a patriot
of the Revolution, and descended from one of the first set-
tlers of Somerset county, Maryland.

Not far from the road leading from Calhoun’s Mills to

Abbeville Court House, on a place owned by Mr. J. C.

Calhoun, may be seen the debris of a stone wall, enclosing
the remains of this worthy missionary, and those of his
wife, who followed him in a few years.

A traveller, on the road leading from Charleston through
the “Flat-Woods” of Western Carolina, might have passed
near enough to hear the songs of praise issuing from the
log building which first distinguished the church of Lower
Long Cane. It was situated in the midst of a rich country,
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on a level spot, in which the large trees stood up like col-
umns in some mighty temple. It is a rather curious fact,
that the land on which it stood was given by a colonist
from Ireland, on the express provision that no grave-yard
should be ever made there; a condition which has not been
forfeited, except in the graves of two or three foreigners.

It was in this log house that the Rev. Mr. Harris preached
with his rifle by his side; here he ordained the first elders,
William Calhoun, Sr., and N. Barksdale; and here, as
early as 1777, he baptized several infant children, who were
afterwards elders in that same church. There is no doubt
that the churches were first organized in these houses, for
it was not until after the country was established in peace
that the attention of the people could be effectively directed
to the improvement of their religious edifices.

At “Bull Town ” a large frame building succeeded the
log house, and the name was changed to Rocky River; and
in 1787, as the contract still in existence testifies, prepara-
tions were making for the erection of the commodious
“meeting house”” of Lower Long Cane, which was built on
a rising ground on the opposite side of the road. Previous
to this, a pastor had been called from among the young men
now entering the ministry. On the 29th of July, 1785, a
vast concourse of people assembled at Davis’ Bridge, to wit-
ness the ordination and instalment of Mr. Robert Mecklin,
into the pastoral charge of Lower Long Cane* and Rocky
River. Such was the eagerness of the people to witness
this ceremony, that it was deemed advisable to select a
suitable spot befween the two congregations; and there, in
the rich cathedral of nature, the young Presbytery of South
Carolina held its third meeting within the space of two
months for this solemn and, beautiful purpose. It had first
received as probationers, from the Presbytery of Orange,
three young men, Robert Hall, Robert Finley, and Robert

* It was not until 1788 that the place received the name of Hopewell.
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Mecklin—the first of whom had been placed at Upper
Long Cane—names that were destined to leave a fragrance
of piety, not yet utterly lost to this region. This ordina-
tion was a “a scene which could never be forgotten,” said
one who was an eye-witness. And certainly it was a
beautiful sight, after the terrors and turmoils of war, to
behold two- large congregations meeting peacefully and
harmoniously in the exercise of their simple worship,
which requires no “temple built with hands.” No longer
were to be seen the ominous stacks of muskets, nor the
sentinel pacing to and fro with straining eye; there were
no more palpitating hearts nor trembling nerves; but on
the green sward, and under the rich shadow of the water
oaks, were groups of happy children and happier mothers,
whilst the serene and hopeful expression of the assembly,
seated around on logs or puncheons, was nearly as spark-
ling as the limpid waters which flowed at their feet. But
the most touching sight of all, was the appearance of the
young candidate for holy vows, in whose countenance there
must have been a peculiar sanctity and devotion, to have
inspired his people with so much reverence, and to have
given a presage of his early translation to a purer world.
The fame of Mr. Mecklin as a preacher seems to have been
contemporary with his ministry; and when, at the end of
three years, God was pleased to remove him to the upper
sanctuary, he was remembered with feelings of veneration
and love, bordering on enthusiasm. ¢I thought his death
would have killed me,” said the intelligent and aged lady
before referred to, then a youthful bride; ‘“but we could
have been reconciled if he had left us some of those great
sermons for publication.”

Mr. Mecklin’s power did not lie in the arts of elocution;
for he stood before his people always with a small Bible
open in his hand, whence he drew his inspiration and his
learning. His theme was Christ crucified—Christ alone.
¢ Christ all and in all,” was expounded with so much unaf-
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fected pathos, solemnity, and energy, that the large crowds
which he attracted were often melted down by his loving
tones. It is said to have been no unusual thing to see the
whole congregation affected to tears by the divine unction of
his words and manners. This fact is accredited by more
than one witness.

During his ministry, the Huguenots, settled ten miles
below, on Little River, flocked to his church. They had
attended, in some measure, the services of Mr. Harris, but
to many of them these ordinances must have been more
nominal than real; for the older French adhered tena-
ciously to their native tongue, and very imperfectly, if at
all, understood the English. They still maintained their
lay worship and their Sabbath-schools at home; yet, taught,
as they had been, that they were bound to assemble them-
selves together, even in woods and deserts, it is not a mat-
ter of wonder that they should seek to be fed with the
crumbs of the blessed Gospel, though they were obliged,
many of them, to walk eight or ten miles for this purpose.

For a considerable period all, and for a longer time many,
of these desolate and sanctuary-lovieg people owed their
spiritual teachings to the ministrations at Hopewell, think-
ing themselves happy that here they could meet to commem-
orate the love of their dying Lord. ¢It was affecting,” said
one of their number, “to see them meet at this place,
always saluting each other with a kiss, while tears flowed
down their cheeks.” ¢« They wept, yea, they wept when
they remembered Zion.”

The preaching of Mr. Mecklin was in character with their
zeal and enthusiasm; but while engaged in pastoral visita-
tion in the summer of 1788, he was stricken with fever, and
died. He was originally from North Carolina, but his
family had settled near Rocky River Church, where his
remains lie. He had been but recently married, and left no
descendants.
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Mr. Mecklin was succeeded by Mr. Francis Cummings,
from Bethel Presbytery, who had been a pupil of Dr. Hall,
and was a preacher of high character and acceptability.
There are some letters existing, written in regard to a
difficulty between two of his elders, which exhibit wisdom
and moderation.* In 1799, the Synod of the Carolinas met
at Hopewell Church, and the opening sermon was preached
by Mr. Cummings, from Luke, 18 : 22. During his pasto-
rate the French membership reached its climax at Hopewell,
and it was deemed important for them to have a represen-
tation in the Session. An election was held, which resulted
in the choice of Joseph C. Calhoun, Andrew Weed, E.
Pettigrew, Mr. Milligan, and Pierre Gibert, Esq. These
men were ordained by Mr. Cummings before the close of the
century. It had been now thirty years since the death of
the French minister. A new generation had sprung up.
The stern necessities created by the Revolution, which had
principally operated in depriving them of a settled minister,
had caused their gradual dispersion among their neighbors,
and familiarity with their language; and by this means
had effectually reconciled them to participating in the wor-
ship of a people whom they must have instinctively recog-
nized a8 holding with them “one faith and one baptism.”

The charge of Episcopacy has been made against these
simple worshippers. This has arisen, in part, from the fact
of the conforming of the parishes on the Santee, particu-
larly St. Stephen’s, to the Episcopal Church. The protest-
ing of a few, however, seems to exculpate the Huguenot
doctrine, and proves the adoption of the ritual to have been
a matter of expediency, if not of necessity. Lawson gives
a charming picture of the early fruits of their beautiful and
simple faith, on the Santee, in 1700; and the colonists of

* Dr. Cummings was settled near Rocky River Church, and one of his
descendants held the place of residence for some years after his exit.
Francis Cummings removed to Greensboro’, Georgia, and the honor of D.D.
was probably conferred on him by Franklin College, at Athens.
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New Bordeaux might have sat for asimilar picture. ¢ They
are all of the same opinion,” says he, “ with the Church of
Genevra.” We think the *“ Genevan Confession of Faith,”
or the “Heidelberg Catechism,” afford ample means of set-
tling this question. Witness, especially, the thirtieth article
of the former; and the preface to the latter has a sentence
which reads thus: ¢ This is that which they call confirma-
tion, which is nothing but a vain and ridiculous practice,
destitute of foundation.” This is said in reference to the
superstitions which had crept into the Church in the middle
ages.

It is very easy to see that the colony of Jean Louis Gibert
was not in circumstances which would warrant their refusal
of the condition imposed by King George, viz: a glebe and
house of worship for the Church of England in their town;
but if they had esteemed this a privilege, why did they not,
on the death of their minister, which occurred in 1778,*
while yet under the king’s dominion, and in their highest
state of prosperity, apply for a rector? There may have
been some faint shadowings of the papal hierarchy in the
modes of worship practised by the Bordeaux Church; tra-
dition supplies us with one instance of the use of sponsors;}
but it can not now be ascertained whether before or after
the death of Mr. Gibert; so, also, there might have been

# The Rev. Mr. Gibert died suddenly, in the very prime of life, it is said,
from eating a dish of mushroom—genus A4garicus—a delicacy highly
esteemed by the French, but of which there was found a.poisonous variety
in the woods of Carolina.

+ Madame ——, the widow of a Huguenot, fled from France to England
with her two infant daughters. Whilst in the port, she was concealed
under a barrel with her children ; and to prevent their discovery by the po-
licemen, she stopped theinfants’ mouths with handkerchiefs. After remain-
ing some time in England, she came on with the colony to New Bordeaux.
One of the daughters married M. David ; and their children were baptized
in the French town, M. Belott and wife standing as god-father and god-
mother. This incident we have from Jeannie Moragne, grand-daughter of
M. David.
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a Roman Catholic among them, for the wreck of their
literature furnishes at least one Romish manual. This,
however, is no decisive evidence. It is probable that when
left to their own ecclesiastical government, some inno-
vations may have crept in among a people who were
from different provinces, and who had spent some years
of exile in various foreign parts; but reading prayers in
divine service need not be looked on in this light, for this
was sanctioned by the Genevan Church, and Pierre Mo-
ragne, Sr., the most orthodox and most stubborn of the
Huguenots, who refused even to speak a word of English,
read prayers of his own composition, both in public and
private worship. The religious fervor and affectionate en-
thusiasm of the French Protestants was a happy element
blended with the more frigid systematizing spirit of the
Scotch-Irish ; yet they have never been considered pliant,
but have been, to the present moment, the most obstinate
opposers of new measures.

The Huguenots had not long enjoyed a representation in
Hopewell, when an opening was made for the exercise of
their religious privileges in a more convenient and advan-
tageous position. In 1776 or ’77, their attention was called
to a missionary who travelled through the neighborhood on
his way to a station, probably about Ninety-Six. This was
the Rev. John Springer, formerly President of the college at
old Cambridge, Abbeville District, but now resident in Geor-
gia. Immediately on his road from Barksdale’s ferry wasa
small log school-house near a fine spring, and within a
mile of the site of New Bordeaux. Here he was induced
to stop and preach occasionally till his death, which oc-
curred in 1798. But the seed sown by the wayside was not
left to perish; for the Rev. Moses Waddel, also a member
of Hopewell Presbytery at that time, followed soon in the
footsteps of the faithful missionary, and cheered the hearts
of the Huguenots by the efforts of his youthful zeal. Du-
ring the extraordinary revivals which characterized the
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beginning of the present century, a camp-meeting was held
at this place, by Messrs. Waddel, Cummings, Robert Wil-
son of Upper Long Cane, Hugh Dickson, then a licentiate,
and perhaps others. This was in 1808, and, as far as we
can learn, was no less interesting than those of the north-
eastern districts. Mr. Waddel had at this time removed
his academy from Columbia county, Georgia, to the high
hill which overlooks Vienna, on the eastern bank of the
Savannah, and was supplying the church at Hopewell,
Dr. Cummings now having charge of Rocky River alone.
The interest of the French people in this extraordinary
young man was such that they were not satisfied with his
itinerant labors, but they solicited and obtained a regular
appointment for the third Saturday and Sunday in each
month. A suitable frame building had been erected near
the spring, on a piece of land appropriated to the Presby-
terian church at this place. Many of those who had joined
at Hopewell, transferred their membership to this place,
and P. Gibert and P. Moragne, Jr., were chosen elders.
Of his friendly intercourse with these people, Dr. Waddel
spoke with pleasure to the very last of his life—the asso-
ciation seeming to open a vein of pleasant memories. In
the charming families of ¢Squire’” Gibert and others, he
found society congenial to his taste; here he perfected
his French, which he desired to speak with fluency; and
no doubt the heart of this young’ disciple was profited by
early contact with a people of such genuine and unosten-
tatious piety—such mild, yet firm morality.
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ARTICLE VIL
MOTLEY'S DUTCH REPUBLIC.

The Rise of the Dulch Republic. A History. By JoHN
Loraror MoTtLEY. In three volumes.

Three great rivers, the Rhine, the Meuse, and the Scheld,
had for ages deposited their slime amongst the dunes and
the sand-banks heaved up by the ocean around their mouths.
A delta was thus formed, habitable at last for man. It was
a wild morass of oozy islands and savage forests, amongst
lagoons and shallows, partly below the level of the ocean at
its higher tides, and subject to constant overflow from
rivers, and to frequent terrible inundations by the sea.
The coast being skirted by an extensive belt of woodland,
the close tangle of thickets operated to prevent the dunes
cast up by the sea from drifting further inwards, and thus
formed a natural breastwork against the ocean, which time
and art were to strengthen. Well was such a country
named Lowland, Netherland, Hollowland, or Holland.
Here contended for ages, in stubborn conflict with the
angry elements, a race thus to be educated for a great
_struggle with the still more savage despotism of man.
Here they chained the ocean with their dykes, and forced
mighty streams to fertilize their soil; and here they laid
the foundation of a commerce with the furthest ends of the
world, and of a great republic, destined to endure for more
than two centuries.

‘When the Empire of Charlemagne fell to pieces, the
Netherlands, early in the tenth century, pass out of France
into Germany. Now there arise earldoms and dukedoms
and other petty sovereignties of the Netherlands, which
became hereditary. There are the Dukes of Brabant, the
Earls of Flanders, and the Counts of Namur, Hainault,
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Zutphen. There were also the Counts of Holland, dividing
sway for centuries with their constant and powerful foes,
the Bishops of Utrecht, over the seven little districts of
Holland, Zeeland, Utrecht, Overyssel, Groningen, Drenthe,
and Friesland ; all seven being portions of Friesland in the
general sense, and destined afterwards to become the United
States of the Netherlands, one of the most powerful republics
of history.

By the tenth century the old Batavian, and later Roman
forms of government, had faded away. There is no great
popular assembly, as of old; no generals and temporary
kings chosen by the people. The government is by the
creatures of kings, till they abjure the creative power, and
set up their own. The degenerate Carlovingians have not
an arm strong enough to wield the sceptre over the wide
realms of their empire. The people are alternately preyed
upon by duke and by prelate, and esteem it a happiness to
sell themselves into slavery, or to huddle together beneath
the castle walls of some little potentate, for the sake of his
wolfish protection. But during the five following centuries,
three forees are operating upon each other, and upon the
general movement of society: the force of the sword in the
hands of bishop and of baron; the power of clerks, or the
force of educated mind measuring itself against brute vio-
lence; and a third force, more potenti than either of the
preceding, the force of gold, the power of commerce
embodied in cities leagued with cities. It is commerce
which plucks up half-drowned Holland by the locks and
pours gold into her lap ; and gold brings strength, and then
confidence and courage follow. Thus the mighty power of
the purse developes itself, and municipal liberty becomes a
substantial fact.

Thus, in these obscure provinces, as in all Europe, modern
civilization builds itself up; and society, impelled by great
and conflicting forces, makes progress. Agriculture and
mechanical occupations begin to devolve upon freemen
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instead of serfs. Little boroughs outside the castle gates of
the land’s master, began to be built up, and were encouraged
by the nobles, to aggrandize themselves. Then the popula-
tion, thus collected, began to divide into guilds, which after-
wards grew to be bodies corporate, under charters from the
sovereign. Tribunals were set up under these charters,
where men of the burgher class were to sit in judgment.
The Schout and Schepens, or chief magistrate and aldermen,
in process of time came to be elected by the communities.
Thus organized, and inspired with the breath of civic life,
the communities of Flanders and Holland began to move
rapidly forward, owing their advancing prosperity to com-
merce and to manufactures ; and thus, too, the cities began
to participate, not only in their own, but in the general
government; and towns, as well as nobles, accordingly
appear in the assembly of the provincial estates. Thus,
also, in lands which nature had apparently condemned to
obscure poverty, the principle of rational freedom or regu-
lated liberty was taking deepest root. Already in the
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, Friesland was a repub-
lic, all but the name; and Holland, Flanders, and Brabant,
had acquired a large share of self-government.

About the close of the thirteenth century, the long line
of the Counts of Holland dies out, and the title, with all its
rights, passes to the Counts of Hainault. In another half
century, the Hainault line expires. And now the country
passes, by marriage, under the rule of the house of Bur-
gundy. Philip, surnamed ¢“the Good,” seeks to curtail the
political privileges of the Netherlands. A worse tyrant suc-
ceeds Philip—his son, Charles the Bold. The Netherlands
were for him but as a bank, to be drawn upon for money.
By two measures he prostrated the provinces: the removal
of the supreme court from the Hague to Mechlin, and his
maintenance of a standing army. The court, however, still
held its sessions in the country, and the sacred privilege,
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de mon evocando, the right of every Hollander to be tried in
his own land, (his habeas corpus,) was retained.

But in 1477, Charles lost his life ; and his only child, the
. Lady Mary, succeeds. Within the provinces where Charles
had played the tyrant, there is an elastic rebound, and all
that was lost is recovered. The cities met in convention,
and all feuds and parties are reconciled, in order to regain
their rights. On the other hand, Louis the Eleventh seizes
Burgundy ; the Lady Mary appeals to the convention at
Ghent for aid, and freely promises to confirm all their old
immunities. Now is formally granted by her the “Groot
Privilegie,” or Great Privilege, the Magna Charta of Hol-
land. It was a recapitulation and recognition of ancient
rights, not an acquisition of new ones—a restoration, not a
revolution. Its' main points were :

1. The duchess should not marry without the consent of
the estates of her provinces.

2. All offices should be filled with natives only.

8. The “ Great Council of Holland "’ should be reéstab-
lished.

4. The cities might hold diets as often as, and wherever,
they chose.

5. No taxes should be imposed, and no war undertaken,
without consent of the estates.

6. The Netherlands language to be employed in all pub-
lic and all legal documents.

7. The commands of the duchess to be invalid, if in con-
flict with the rights of any city.

8. The sovereign to come in person before the estates to
make requests for supplies.

Thus at.one blow, the law, the sword, the purse, were
taken from the sovereign’s hand, and given back again
into that of the Parliament.

Such, in brief, is Mr. Motley’s graphic account of the rise
and progress of Dutch freedom, down to the period of its
formal acknowledgment in the celebrated instrument just

VOL. XV., N0o. .—13
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described. He has himself characterized it as ‘a recog-
nition of ancient rights, not an acquisition of new priv-
ileges.” Surely, then, it is not very consistent for him to
represent it now as “a noble and temperate vindication of
natural liberty.”” He proceeds to observe that ‘ to no peo-
ple, more than to the stout burghers of Flanders and Hol-
land, belongs the honor of having battled audaciously and
perennially in behalf of human rights.””* 'Was it on behalf
of human rights, or of Netherland rights, they contended ?
Did these stout burghers ever dream of acknowledging
that all men had the very same ? No more than Mr. Mot~
ley’s forefathers or ours contended, in the revolution of
17786, for the rights of men, and not the rights peculiarly of
Britons. To show the author’s inconsistency with himself,
in these and the many other similar expressions, which all
along through this history drop from his pen, we may ap-
peal to the reader of the foregoing sketch, every statement
of which is borrowed from him, whether it is not a sketch
of the history of constitutional, in distinction from natural
freedom. We have said nothing not found in his pages,
and we have said nothing respecting any rights except
those of Flanders and Holland. But Mr. Motley is, in this
particular, not only inconsistent with himself and his own
statements, but he suffers himself to fall here into one of
the most vulgar errors of our time. He contrasts ‘“natural
liberty, the doctrine of more enlightened days,” with “nat-
ural servitude, the dogma of the dark ages.” The en-
lightened days which the author talks about, are witnessing,
in his own New England, and in the whole United States,
the tame submission of freemen to a despotism which
tramples their constitutional rights under foot; nay, the
earnest codperation of those freemen in every effort of that
despotism to destroy constitutional liberty where alone it
now exists upon this continent—in these Confederate States.

* Vol. L, p. 52.
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Natural liberty is not the doctrine of any truly enlightened
age, concerning man fallen and under the carse. It is, on
the contrary, a doctrine of French infidelity. The turbid
flow of such Jacobin ideas, alas! mingled early with the.
pure stream of the English doctrine of liberty, as it was
asserted by our revolutionary forefathers. It mingles with
and defiles the whole course of our author’s observations
upon the struggles of the Dutch for constitutional freedom,
Mr. Motley partakes of the popular sentiments of his own
people respecting human rights. His work has no doubt
helped to confirm his countrymen in their creed on this
sabject, His charming story is the vehicle of conveying
to the reader’s mind, along with many just and noble po-
litical sentiments, much, also, that is false and corrupt. In
opposition to these radical ideas, we assert that, ag to the
rights of man, whether considered in the light of the Chris-
tian Bcriptures or of the soundest political wisdom, the
truth is just this, that men have the same right to liberty
that they have to property; that is, a right to so much of
either, and no more, as they are born to, or as they may
lawfully acquire. For there is no liberty worth the name,
but rational and regulated liberty; and that is the creature
of law, and a matter of inheritance. And thus Dutch rights
and British rights have always been held to be very differ-
ent from the rights of savages or of semi-barbarians, be
they red or yellow, black or white.

To return from this digression. The Lady Mary espouses
the Archduke Maximilian, and four years after bearing
his son Philip, she falls from her horse and dies. This
_ child is her recognized successor, and the Netherlands pass
under the dominion of Austria. Thus the house of Haps-
burg follows that of Burgundy, as it followed those of the
Counts of Hainault and of Holland, and the puissant family
of Brabant, in the rule over these provinces. Maximilian
is regent now, and step by step he tramples out the liber-
ties he had sworn to protect. He becomes Emperor in
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1493, and the boy Philip, surnamed “the Fair,” receives, at
seventeen years of age, the homage of the different states
of the Netherlands. He swears to maintain only what
Philip the Good and Charles the Bold had granted; and
relinquishing the Great Privilege, and all similar charters,
the provinces accept him on these ignominious terms. In
1496, Philip the Fair marries Joanna, daughter of Ferdinand
and Isabella. In the first year of the sixteenth century is
born of her the second Charlemagne.

Charles the Fifth, King of Spain, Emperor of Germany,
Autocrat of half the world, is now Lord of the Netherlands.
His course of policy there, especially as carried out by his
son, Philip the Second, after him, resulted in the revolt of
those provinces. That revolt was both religious and political
in its causes. Heresy was a plant of early growth in the
Netherlands. From the most ancient period, neither prince,
nor people, nor prelates, there, were very dutiful to the
Pope. No where did those harbingers of the Reformation,
the Waldenses, the Albigenses, the Lollards, the Arnaldists,
the Bohemian Brethren, endure a greater share of persecu-
tion, than in the Netherlands. Yet in the face of it, heresy
flourished in that country. The Scriptures in Netherland
rhyme were a potent engine in its hands. Meanwhile, the
growing power and luxury of the clergy, and the Church’s
monstrous wealth, were provoking the hatred of many and
mighty persons. Princes and barons, accustomed to the
feudal right of military service from all who heid lands of
them, began, from the thirteenth century downwards, to
dispute the title of ecclesiastics to hold vast estates without
taxation, and without the performance of military duty.
The Netherland sovereigns set themselves vigorously
against clerical abuses of all sorts. In the fourteenth
century, Wickliffe's doctrines make great progress in the
land. In the next century, the invention of printing greatly
advances the cause of the Reformation. At the same time,
there is & great increase of ecclesiastical abuses in the
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provinces. The people cry aloud there, as elsewhere, for
reformation. Luther appears, and his doctrines are wel-
comed in the Netherlands. Charles the Fifth will suppress
them by force. He introduces there the papal Inquisition.
It is the bloody work of that inhuman court, and the bloody
edicts of Charles, without even the pretence of sanction by
the estates of Holland, which mainly distinguish the reign
of Charles, so far as concerns the Netherlands. Tens of
thousands of virtuous, well-disposed men and women, and
not Anabaptists, were butchered in cold blood. For twenty
years these dreadful edicts were the law of the land, con-
demning all heretics to death, but allowing repentant males
to be slain with the sword, and repentant females to be
buried alive, whilst the obstinate, of both sexes, were to be
food for the flames.

This was the religious state of the Netherlands at the
time of Charles’ abdication in favor of Philip the Second,
‘and these were the religious influences which operated in
the great Netherland revolt. Let us now glance at the
civil condition of the provinces at this period. Mr. Mot-
ley says, ¢ the tendency was to substitute fictitious person-
ages for men; a chain of corporations was wound about
the liberty of the Netherlands.” He says, ‘the people of
the United Netherlands was the personage yet to be invent-
ed.”” ¢Instead of popular rights, there were state rights;
for the large cities, with extensive districts and villages un-
der their government, were rather petty states than mu-
nicipalities.” In his view, it was a great defect that these
institutions of the provinces were in so moderate a degree
democratic in their character. ¢ There was popular power
enough to effect much good, but it was widely scattered,
and, at the same time, confined in artificial forms.” The
supreme legislative and executive functions belonged to-the
sovereign, yet each city made its by-laws, and possessed,
besides, a body of statutes and regulations, made from time
to time by its own authority, and confirmed by the prince.
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The chief city of the Netherlands, and the commercial cap-
ital of the world, Antwerp, for example, had the sovereign
solemnly sworn to govern according to the ancient charters
and laws. The stadtholder, as his representative, shared
‘his authority with the four estates of the city. There was
a Senate of eighteen, appointed by the stadtholder out of
a quadruple number nominated by the Senate itself and by
the fourth body, called the Borgery. The deans of the
guilds, fifty-four in number, two from each guild, selected
by the Senate from a triple list of candidates presented by
the guilds, composed this fourth body. Their duty was to
conduct the examination of candidates claiming admittance
to any guild, and to superintend the general affairs of the
guilds. Then there was the board of ancients, or ex-sen-
ators; and the board of ward-masters, appointed, two from
each ward, by the Senate, on nomination by the wards,
whose special business it was to enrol the militia, and to
attend to its mustering and training. These four branches,
with their functionaries and dependents, composed the
commonwealth of Antwerp. Assembled together in coun-
cil, they constituted the great and general court. And no
tax could be imposed by the sovereign except with consent
of the four branches, all voting separately.

Now our author, of course, believes in the government of
the people, directly exercised. We, on the contrary, believe
in representative government, both in church and in state;
that is, government by the people, but not exercised directly
and immediately; government in the hands of chosen
ralers. 'We are as great enemies as Mr. Motley can be to
“arbitrary rule,” where it robs a people of an inheritance
of liberty which has been handed down to them from their
fathers, and for which, accordingly, they are prepared by
having been educated in its use and enjoyment. But we
have no sympathy with his ideas of ¢ human rights.” Nor
can we sympathize with his appreciation of ¢ popular
rights,” in distinction from ¢state rights.” Both are
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sacred, precisely in proportion as they are just and well-
founded. Indeed, what a grand and sacred struggle for
state rights that is, which Mr. Motley’s own people are just
now ruthlessly forcing upon this free-born Confederacy. He
rightly observes, that «“it was the principle of mercantile
agsociation, in the middle ages, which protected the infant
steps of human freedom and human industry against vio-
lence and wrong.” Alas! freedom, let us tell the author,
is no more an attribute of humanity, in its present fallen
state, than is industry. Those ¢loftier ideas of human
rights,” which he so frequently alludes to, in a very indef-
inite way, are nothing but lower ideas of what liberty is,
and what is necessary ta be developed in any people, °
before they can possess or enjoy it. ¢ State rights” go for
little with Mr. Motley, as with his countrymen; yet he
well remarks that ¢the spirit of local self-government
was always the life-blood of liberty.”” They are its life-
- blood now, on this continent, where not the centrifugal
force has been too much developed, as he says it was in the
Netherlands, but the centripetal, and where the liberties of
the Bouthern States, we trust, are being saved from that
central Maelstrom which has swallowed up all those of our
former associates of the North.

‘What we have been pointing out, is one of the defects of
this author. His work is tinctured with radicalism. He
sneers, for example, at Philip of Burgundy’s sovereignty
“by inheritance”’ over some of the provinces, and he equal-
izes it with his sovereignty over others of them “ by force or
Jraud.” * Now, we submit that these reproaches cast upon
tnherited rights, ill become any philosophic historian. Even
for New England this is a dangerous doctrine, where there
is such vast inequality of wealth. As for ourselves, we
believe what the Saviour of mankind taught upon this sub-
ject. Some men are born to rule, and others to be ruled

* Vol. L., p. 184,
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by them. Ctesar has his things, which must be rendered to
him. We believe that absolute government is ordained of
God, as well as republics; it follows that the rights of
different nations are different, and their duties different.
The charm of Mr. Motley’s story of the Netherland strug-
gle against tyranny is, that it is the tale of a people’s main-
taining what of liberty and self-government was theirs by
right of birth, and also of the same people’s legitimately
acquiring in the conflict other and larger franchises. It is
the same conflict which, in the seventeenth century, kings
and parliament carried on in England, when the liberties
of England grew apace. The same general principles were
at work, and the same results were attained. It is the same
conflict now waging on this countinent, between the sov-
ereign States of this Confederacy and the tyrant at Wash-
ington, who seeks to despoil them of inherited and chartered
rights. Itis natural, of course, that Mr. Motley, with his
radical ideas, should view the position of affairs in the
Netherlands differently from ourselves. He is for universal
liberty and human rights. 'We have been taught in no such
school of infidelity. The question of a creature’s rights
is, with us, a question of God’s providence. Government is
a divine ordinance, and rights a divine allotment. The
rights of Dutchmen, Britons, Americans, are not the rights
of all men. If Mr. Motley’s radical ideas make him con-
found things that are not the same, and can not be made
the same, it is his misfortune, and a blot upon his beautiful
production. He ought to know that all true liberty for
nations must be the growth of ages, a thing of gradual and
very slow acquirement, a developement from within a peo-
ple, and not a gift conferred, ab extra, upon them.

The author has been charged with perverting and falsify-
ing history. A writer amongst ourselves has published that
Motley gives an “ angelic” portrait of William of Orange,
but a ¢ fiend-like’’ picture of Philip the Second. Itis notto
be denied, that both these characters are strongly drawn,
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and William has certainly been charged with some faults
by others, which we do not observe that Motley refers to at
all. But as to Philip’s character, let it be remembered that
he does not stand solitary in his infamy, as described by our
author. Catharine de Medici, he writes down as *the
Italian she-wolf with a litter of cowardly and sanguinary
princes.” And, indeed, was not Henry the Second fit to be
reckoned the progenitor of a race of wolf’s cubs, when he
leagued himself with Philip the Second to extirpate Protest-
antism by a murderous extirpation of his own Protestant
subjects themselves? Or, will it be questioned that the Duke
of Alva was the savage wretch he is here described as being?
If Philip’s picture is ¢fiend-like,” what shall be said of
Alva’s, or of Granvelle’s, or of that of Charles the Ninth,
the author of the stupendous massacre of St. Bartholomew ?
It seems to us that Motley says well, ¢ The time is past
when it could be said that the cruelty of Alva, or the enor-
mities of his administration, have been exaggerated by
party violence.” “No historical decision is final; an
appeal to a more remote posterity, upon more accurate
evidence, is always valid.” But when ¢“the Duke’s own
letters can be read; when the testimony to the Duke's
crimes are from the criminal’s own lips,” it is certainly
“vain to be expressing historic doubts” of the justice of
the charges against him.* And so it must seem that when,
“by the resuscitation of secret documents, over which the
dust of three centuries has gathered, we are enabled to
study the working of a system of perfect tyranny,” when
we find amongst these dusty records ¢a careful portrait of
a consummate tyrant, painted by his own hand, in a living
daily correspondence with his most trusted confidants;".
surely, then we need not question the truthfulness of the
picture, merely because it is ¢ fiend-like.” Have we never
before heard of fiend-like dispositions in human nature?

* Vol. I1., p. 506.
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In the very war that is now being waged by Mr. Motley’s
countrymen against ourselves, has there been no display of
diabolic deceitfulness or fiendish malignity? Witness the
constant misrepresentations of the mendacious Northern
press, and even of the chief generals of their army, stimu-
lating their government and their army by false telegrams
about victories gained, where, in fact, they met defeats.
Witness the brutal attempt to starve the people of Norfolk
into the profession of a loyalty they did not feel! Witness
the atrocious inhumanity of some of their appliances of war,
as, for example, of the bomb-bullet, made of two parts, with
explosive materials within one of them, the whole arranged
so that upon entering the flesh of our soldiers, and meeting
with a bone, the bullet must burst and inflict the most
ghastly and fatal wound.* Witness, above all, that infamous
order of their general, Benjamin F. Butler, encouraging his
soldiers to treat any lady of New Orleans, who should ¢“by
word or gesture’” manifest her natural and just contempt
and hatred for our invaders, ‘“as a woman of the town
plying her vocation "’ !

Let it also be borne in mind, when we stand aghast at
the mendaciousness of Spanish, and even French politics, as
portrayed by Motley, that Machiavelli was the common
teacher of all European statesmen of that day. But, not
to dwell upon this point, there can be no doubt that our
author has had access to the best sources of knowledge.

* This statement is made on the published authority of M. F. MAURY,
under his own name. This distinguished officer writes as follows :

¢¢To shoot with poisoned arrows is universally admitted to be both savage
and barbarous, but our men have been shot with explosive bullets. Imagine
a Minie bullet to be cut in two, transversely, and a wire to be inserted
endwise through the front half, or cone; the other part is then hollowed out
into a cug, filled with fulminate or some other explosive substance, and then
securely fitted upon the front part, and in such a manner that when the ball
strikes, the wire is driven back, and so by concussion explodes the ball
inside the wounded man. Is mot that, think you, equal to the poisoned
arrow? There can be no mistake aboutit, for I have seen the missile itself,
and would send you one if I could find a safe conve{snce for the dangerous
thing. The true aim of the savage warfare is to kill and murder ; of civil-
ized, to wound and disable. "Which is it that the Yankees are waging?”
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He has studied this history as well in Dutch as in Spanish
writers that have not been generally accessible. Moreover,
it is well known that recently the governments of Europe
have opened their archives to the inspection of scholars;
and thus Mr. Motley has possessed himself of information
upon many points not hitherto understood. His integrity
ought not to be questioned without good reason. From
Brandt he has copied much into his text, and we have found
on comparison that he is accurate and careful. The various
other Dutch and Spanish authorities followed by him, we
have had no opportunity to examine; but he gives chapter
and page, wherever he makes statements upon their
authority, and so he could hardly venture, even if we sup-
posed him a dishonest writer, to quote them unfairly.

Mr. Motley is a great portrait painter. His work abounds
with admirable pictures of men and scenes. We are not
now expressing any opinion of the justness of the portraits,
but only of their skilful execution as works of art. Charles
the Fifth, Philip the Second, William of Orange, the Duke
of Alva, the Cardinal Granvelle, Lamoral, Count of Eg-
mont, St. Aldegonde, Don John of Austria, Louis of
Nassau, Juan de Vargas, Alexander of Parma, President
Viglius, and Balthazar Gerard, the assassin of the Prince,
are all life-like, exquisite pictures, now provoking the
reader’s admiration, and again exciting his detestation of
the subject portrayed for his inspection. 8o, the humilia-
tion of Ghent, the abdication of Charles, the iconomachy
in the Netherlands, the origin and rise of the party of the
Gueux, the siege of Alkmaar, the sack of Zutphen, the
razing of Naarden, the heroic but unavailing defence of
Harlem, the massacre at Antwerp, the rescue of Leyden;
these are all masterpieces of historical description. The
author has vast command of language, and a fine imagina-
tion. In the titles affixed to his various chapters, he is fre-
quently a little finical, but we do not observe any such
offences against good taste in the body of the work. He
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is always attractive, and frequently very eloquent. In
short, what he says of the manuscript history of Pontus -
Payen, so often referred to by him for authority, may be
justly said of his own production: his striking sketches,
characteristic anecdotes, minute traits, shew the keen
observer of men and things: he possesses the dramatic
power of setting men and things before the eyes of his
readers: his work is full of color and invaluable detail.

‘We propose to present to the readers of this journal,
who can not now obtain the work itself, a sketch of the
main facts of the story, and then to offer some observations
upon them.

SBeven years before his accession, Philip the Second had
sworn allegiance to all the charters, constitutions, and priv-
ileges of the Netherlands cities. Neither his father nor his
grand-father had taken so large an oath. The object was
to conciliate the people. Feeble in body, Philip was
incredibly small in mind. He had a petty passion for con-
temptible details, and was slow of speech, but especially
prolix with the pen. To one great purpose, early formed,
he adhered inflexibly ; and that was, the extirpation of Prot-
estant heresy, and the vindication of his title of the most
Catholic king. He was intensely Spanish, and it was his
policy to rule the Netherlands by Spaniards. Herein his
feelings were not like his father’s, and herein he forgot
one of the wisest lessons Charles had given to his son.

The truce of Vaucelles, signed the 5th of February,
1556, was, through the arts of Pope Paul the Fourth agd
his nephew, Cardinal Caraffa, very soon interrupted by war
between France, in league with the Pope, and Spain. It
was an unnatural war, considered in its religious aspects.
Philip did so consider it. He was troubled in conscience at
the hostile position in which it placed him, as respected the
head of the Church of Rome. Nor did Henry the Second
himself desire the war. An interview occurs at Peronne,
between two ecclesiastics, which involved the future fate of
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millions. The Bishop of Arras, afterwards Cardinal Gran-
velle, and the Cardinal de Lorraine, brother of the Duke
of Guise, together resolved upon an end of the present
war, 80 that the two monarchs might unite heart and hand
for the extirpation of heresy. Philip' determines to begin
his crusade against it in the Netherlands, and, with & view
to this, arranges to remove his residence to Spain. He
appoints Margaret of Parma, the natural daughter of
Charles the Fifth, to be Regent; three boards of council
are to assist her in the government; the real power, how-
ever, was in the Consulta, a committee of three members of
the state council, by whose deliberations she was instructed
secretly to be guided on all important occasions. These
three, however, Viglius, Berlaymont, and Arras, were but
one, and that one was Arras.

There remained after the peace about four thousand
foreign soldiers in the provinces; they were a licentious
and rapacious crew, and were felt by the people to be an
intolerable burthen. On the 7th of August, 1559, all the
provinces were assembled, by their representatives, at
Ghent, to receive the parting words of the King. They were
spoken through Arras, and full and free mention was made
of the ‘“new, reprobate, and damnable sects,” and the
Regent was publicly enjoined to enforce the edicts for their
extirpation ; at the same time, the King demands a new
levy, of considerable amount. The provinces return their
answer, agreeing, all of them, to pay their respective contin-
gents, but all stipulating, as an express antecedent condi-
tion, the removal of the Spanish soldiery. The King is
grievously offended, but promises what he intended never
to perform. Kspecially was he offended with Orange, at
whose door, when departing for Spain, he publicly and
with insults laid the thwarting of his plans.

Arras was not only a selfish flatterer, and a ready tool of
the Spanish monarch, but he was also his adroit manager,
and the guide of his conduct. Beinga strict absolutist, he



110 Motley's Dutch Republic. - [JuLy,

readily opposed himself to the natural rights of the Nether-
lands. It was by his advice, too, that the remorseless edict
of 1550, an ordinance of blood and fire, was reénacted, as
the very first measure of Philip’s reign. It provided that
no one should sell or buy, give or possess, any writing of
Luther, Zwingle, Calvin, or other heretics; no lay person
should converse or dispute concerning the Scriptures, or
read, teach, or expound them, unless theologically educa-
ted; no conventicles should be held; no one should give
food or lodging to any suspected of heresy. What was the
penalty? Men transgressing, if they did not persist, were
to be slain with the sword ; and women, in the same case,
were to be buried alive; but if they persisted, of which-
soever sex, they were to be burned alive! Such was Philip’s
first gift to the Netherlands; and now, upon his departure,
this bloody edict was to be executed with the utmost rigor.
To add to the apprehensions of the people, both Roman
Catholics and Protestants, the number of bishops and the
force of the inquisition were to be increased. Instead of
the existing four sees, there were to be three archbishop-
rics, to be filled by the King and the Pope, with fifteen sub-
ordinate bishoprics ; moreover, each of these fifteen bishops
was to appoint nine additional prebendaries, to assist him
in the matter of the inquisition throughout his bishopric,
two of whom were themselves to be inquisitors.

It was in 1560, the same year that John Knox and his
brethren in Scotland organized the Presbyterian Church of
that country, that these causes of agitation and dismay in
the Netherlands began to operate. To their ancient consti-
tutions, called handvests, because the sovereign made them
fast with his hand, the people appealed against the dreaded
threatenings of Philip’s arbitrary power; of Philip’s
tyranny, who, of all their monarchs, had made especially
fast those same constitutions. There was the constitution
of Brabant, which provided that the prince should ¢not
increase the clerical powers without the consent of the
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nobility and the cities; that he should prosecute no one of
his subjects, except in the ordinary and open courts, where
the accused might answer, with the help of advocates ; that
he should appoint no foreigners to office in Brabant; and
that, should the prince violate any of these privileges, the
inhabitants of Brabant should be thereby discharged of
their oaths of allegiance, and might thenceforward conduct
themselves as free, independent, and unbound people.”
Similar were the constitutions and charters of the other
provinces, and they were all duly signed and sealed. It
was this kind of freedom to which the Netherlands had
been long accustomed—the freedom of chartered rights;
and of this the hand of a ruthless tyrant was now about to
rob them. The clerical state was to be enlarged, against
- the will of nobles and of cities both, and the administration
of justice was to be in the hands of bishops and their
creatures, many of them foreigners, and most of them
monks. It was not the rights of man, as the author so
frequently allows himself to state, but the peculiar and
inherited rights of Brabant and of Holland, that were
assailed, and in defence of which a long and bloody contest
was impending.

Foremost in resistance to aggressions upon these rights,
was the Prince of Orange. He was the heir of vast estates
and exalted ancestral honors. He was now the stadtholder
of Holland, Zeeland, and Utrecht. At a very early age he
became a page in the Emperor’s household ; and, with his
customary quickness, the Emperor had recognized the
remarkable character of the boy. At fifteen, he was the
intimate, almost confidential friend of the Emperor, at
- whose interviews with the highest personages and on the
gravest affairs, Charles would never suffer him to be con-
sidered superfluous or intrusive. Thus, carefully to observe
men’s actions, and silently to ponder their motives, was the
favorite occupation of the Prince during his apprenticeship
at court; and as he advanced to man’s estate, he was con-
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stantly selected by the Emperor for the highest duties. It
was while sojourning at the French court, as one of the
four hostages for the fulfilment of the Spanish treaty,
and when hunting with King Henry in the forest of Vin-
cennes, separated from the rest of the company, that. the
monarch, by a strange fatuity, confided to him the secret
scheme agreed on between Philip and himself for the extir-
pation of ¢“that accursed vermin,” the Protestants. His
fellow-hostage, the Duke of Alva, was to be the appointed
agent in this dreadful business ; and Henry appears to have
supposed that William was also party to the plot. The way
in which the Spanish regiments, detained in the Nether-
lands, were to further the scheme, and the whole details of
it, were laid open by Henry in the most unsuspecting man-
ner. Horror-struck and indignant, the Prince yet held his
peace, and kept his countenance; and thus, he who was so
rich in conversational endowments, earned his celebrated
surname of ‘“the Silent.” His purpose, however, was fixed
from that hour. To the further stay of the foreign troops,
and to the increase of the bishops, he began to oppose the
most earnest efforts with the Regent, with Arras, and with
the King himself. Egmont and other influential nobles
second his efforts, and upon one point they are successful—
the troops are removed. ‘

It was soon after this there began the long and mortal
combat of Arras, now Cardinal Granvelle, with Orange and
the two counts, Egmont and Horn. He was setting him-
self to monopolize all the powers of the government, and
at the same time filling Philip’s mind with suspicions and
resentment against these nobles. They were represented
as wishing to reduce the King’s power to a cipher, and to
set up & republic or oligarchy under themselves ; they were
all bankrupts, and this was their plan to enrich themselves.
Their opposition to the increase of the bishops, and to the
further developement of the inquisition, was to throw dust
into the people’s eyes, and to render his Majesty odious.
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The nobles write to the King, on the 11th of March, 1568,
a letter of complaints against the Cardinal, and of warnings
to himself. His answer, from Spain, was dictated by Gran-
velle, in the Netherlands. It acknowledged their zeal, but
proposed, as they have made no specific charges, that one
of them should in person visit Spain, for the purpose of
conference. But they all declined the journey. Mean-
while, the Duchess of Parma herself grows weary of the
arbitrary sway of Granvelle, and sends her secretary with
no friendly reports of him to the King. The nobles for-
mally withdraw: from all share in the management of affairs.
Philip takes counsel of Alva, and Alva recommends the
use of force without stint, to crush the rising spirit of the
Dutch. Meanwhile, the Cardinal continues to chronicle for
Philip’s eye all the sayings and doings of the chief men of
the Netherlands. He deplores the progress of heresy, and
the slackness of the inquisitors; and he entreats the King,
for the love of God, to put his royal hand to the blessed
work. He reports to Philip the gathering of German
troops on the borders of the Netherlands, as in the employ-
ment of the disaffected rebels; and into the most suspicious
ear that ever listened to a tale of treason, he poured his
own conviction that a republic by the aid of these foreign
troops was being planned. Thus, little by little, he spread
before his sovereign’s eye a canvass, on which certain
prominent figures, highly colored by patiently accumulated
touches, were represented as driving a whole nation, against
its own will, into manifest revolt. The situation was just
one of factitious popular discontent, procured by a few
impoverished Catilines; not a rising rebellion, such as the
world had never seen, born of the slowly-awakened wrath
of a whole people, after a martyrdom of many years.

But Philip, urged by Margaret, decides to remove Gran-
velle. A feeling of relief is experienced in the provinces
upon his departure. Orange and the other two nobles return
to the council. The Prince keeps steadily in view, in all
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his labors for reform, three great objects: first, the con-
vocation of the states-general; secondly, the abolition or
moderation of the edicts against heresy; and, thirdly, the
suppression of the privy council and the council of finance.
These were both sinks of iniquity. There was general cor-
ruption amongst the officials of the government, and the
highest dignitaries were really the most mercenary huck-
sters. The Duchess herself, and her secretary, Armenteros,
(nicknamed Argenteros, from his cupidity,) were both roll-
ing up fortunhes for themselves; and the latter, though a
mere clerk, was acquiring a complete ascendency over the
Regent. Against this monster of corruption, Orange found
as great a battle before him as that he had been waging
against the selfish ambition and intolerable arrogance of
the Cardinal. Impoverished himself, yet never did he
plunge his hands into the public treasury; his honor was
never tarnished by any such suspicions.

Meanwhile, the prisons were thronged with victims of the
inquisition, and the streets were filled with processions to
the stake. The population of Flanders, especially, is mad-
dened with barbarities, exercised not only upon criminals,
but upon men of blameless life. Peter Titelmann, the sub-
inquisitor, is violating all decency as well as justice in his
horrible cruelties. The four estates of Flanders complain
of him in vain to the King. The Duchess herself is evi-
dently in mortal fear of him. But there is no yielding by
Philip. On the contrary, he issues new decrees against
heresy. The inns are to receive no travellers, the schools
no children, the alms-houses no paupers, the very graves
no dead, unless orthodox in the faith. Marriages, births,
and deaths, all alike are to be under the baleful shadow of
the Church. ‘

The Regent is in great difficulty respecting the publica-
tion of these edicts. Egmont is to be sent on a special
mission to Spain, and the council are preparing his instruc-
tions. When it is Orange’s turn to vote, the Silent opens
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his lips, and pours forth vehement discourse. The time
had come when the King must be told the whole truth.
The whole machinery of scaffolds, inquisitors, etc., must be
abolished. The Netherlands were free, and to be free.
The frightful corruptions must, also, be exposed to Philip.
The two lesser councils must be abolished. Above all, the
canons of Trent were not to be enforced. A Catholic him-
self, he intended to cantinue such, but he could not look
on with pleasure and see princes undertake to govern the
souls of men, or take away their liberty of conscience’ and
of religion.

Egmont goes to Spain, but accomplishes nothing. Philip
overpowers him with blandishments and gifts. Returning,
he brings back nothing satisfactory. Orange reproaches
him to his face. But an assembly of bishops and doctors
is called by the Duchess, in accordance with Philip’s in-
structions; and they concluded, unanimously, that the edicts
had been working well for thirty-five years, and that there
should be no change in the treatment of offenders. It is
thus settled that there shall be no compromise with heresy.
There is great agitation amongst the people—it were better
to die arms in hand, than be butchered by the inquisition.
The Regent beseeches Philip to revise his instructions for
the inquisitors. His reply is decisive, and produces the
extremest consternation. Inflammatory hand-bills amongst
the people call on the three nobles to come forth as cham-
pions of popular liberty. Orange, in the council, declares
there is no middle path between obedience and rebellion,
and he washes his hands, as a councillor of state, of the
whole proceedings of the government. Nevertheless, a
proclamation is prepared, ordering that the canons of Trent,
the edicts, and the inquisition, should be published in
every town and village immediately, and also once every
six months for ever afterwards. The deed is done. Orange
stoops to the ear of his next neighbor, and whispers: “Now
begins the most extraordinary tragedy ever enacted.”
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This decree is answered with a howl of execration by the
people. The four chief cities of Brabant formally denounce
the outrage in an elaborate document, addressed to the
Regent, setting forth that the recent proclamation violated
many articles in their city charter.

In the early part of 1566, is formed what was called the
Compromise, a league chiefly of the lesser nobles at first,
but afterwards of many burghers and citizens, bound to-
gether by solemn oaths, for mutual protection against the
edicts of the inquisition. Orange stood aloof from it, hav-
ing no confidence in the chief movers. A new step is
shortly taken by the confederates, which was to make “a
Request” of the Regent. Orange gathers the chief members
of the league and of the nobility together, to confer about
it, and to moderate it. He desired a convocation of the
states-general—but there was no agreement effected. On
the 8d of April, 1566, the long-expected cavalcade of
leaguers enters Brussels, two hundred in number, with
Brederode at their head. Next day, one hundred more ap-
pear. On the 5th of April, they present their ¢ Request’ to
the agitated Duchess. It asked for the abolition of the
edicts of the inquisition. A meeting of the council is as-
sembled. Orange seeks to calm the fears of the Regent.
Berlaymont, another of the council, speaks of them as
“beggars,” (queur,) and urges Margaret to make short
work with them. No good came of the ¢ Request,” nor of
the Compromise itself. The Regent put them off. They
meet at Culemburg, to partake of a dinner provided by
their leader, where wine and dainties were plentiful. They
want a name. Brederode proposes ‘the beggars.” It is
accepted vociferously, and they all drink to the toast,
“Vivent les gueuzx !” Thus criginates a war-cry destined to
ring over sea and land, amid blazing cities, and on blood-
stained decks, and through the smoke and carnage of many
a stricken field. The beggars next select a garb which the
young gentlemen should wear, discarding gold lace and
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velvet. It was a doublet and hose of ashen grey, with short
cloaks of the same color, all of the coarsest materials.
They wore, also, felt hats, and carried beggars’ bowls and
sacks at their side. They also, like mendicants, shaved
close their beards, saving their long and pendant mous-
taches. Minutely and carefully were all these things
reported at Madrid. Meanwhile, the ramor goes forth of a
moderation of the ‘edicts, through the influence of the
Request. But when the project did appear, in fifty-three
articles, drawn up by Viglius, what was it? Only a sub-
stitution of the halter for the fagot! The common people
called it the murderation. It passes the estates of Artois,
Hainault, and Flanders; and Baron Montigny and the
Marquis Berghen are persuaded, very reluctantly, to carry
it to Madrid, for the royal sanction. They did not know
the full danger of the mission. They did not suspect how
continunously Granvelle had been reporting them as rene-
gades and rebels. Both of them fell victims to the Car-
dinal’s treacherous wiles and the cruel craft of Philip, and
neither of them ever returned out of Spain. Their mission
was but au elaborate farce, to introduce a terrible tragedy.
Sent to procure the abolition of the inquisition, and the
moderation of the edicts, Margaret of Parma possessed at
the very time secret letters evincing the King’s fixed pur-
pose to maintain both in their rigor.

‘While riotous nobles were profaning the sacred cause of
the Netherlands, which they assumed to protect, and while
a tyrant king was projecting such measures of savage big-
otry for his people, these were conducting themselves in a
way to put both to shame. For now was beginning to be
manifested the first great popular phase of the grekt rebel-
lion. The people’s thirst for the exercise of the Reformed
religion was mustering them in thousands, in the open
fields, to sing hymns and hear sermons. They were, per-
haps, emboldened by a lull of ‘the persecution, and by the
apparent success of the Request. Their preachers were,



118 Motley's Dutch Republie. [Juwy,

some of them, hatters, tanners, etc., and some learned and
profound scholars, as Francis Junius, Wille, De Bray, and
Marnier. The assembly was sometimes of six, sometimes
of ten, sometimes of twenty, and sometimes even of thirty
and forty thousand persons. These preachings spread
throughout the Walloon provinces to the northern Nether-
lands. The worshippers were mostly of the Calvinistic
faith, but some were Lutherans, and some Anabaptists.
The Duchess orders the magistrates of Antwerp to put
down the meetings. Tumults threaten. The Prince of
Orange is called on to quiet them; and his temperate firm-
ness is successful so long as he is able to remain there.
But his own government of Holland and Zeeland demands
his care. Armed assemblages, utterly beyond the power
of the civil authorities, were taking place at Amsterdam.
Yet he could not be spared from Antwerp for a day.
Meanwhile, a fresh complication with the confederate nobles
was at hand, and the Prince must meet, by Margaret's orders,
a committee at Duffel. The body represented was a wild,
tumultuous convention of fifteen hundred cavaliers, with
other armed attendants. There was a constant din of rev-
elry and uproar, in which the cry of « Vivent les gueuz’ was
incessant. It was an ill-timed and violent demonstration,
without beneficial results. But the dissolution of this con-
vention is followed immediately by & sudden and terrific
explosion of popular feeling, productive of the most serious
consequences. The 18th of August was approaching, when
the ceremony of the Ommegang was to occur, the principal
object of which was to conduct around the city of Antwerp
_a colossal image of the Virgin issuing from the door of the
cathedral. A meeting of the knights of the order of the Gol-
den Fleece was to be held, and the Regent desired Orange’s
presence at Brussels. He knew the danger of his leaving
Antwerp, and warned her of it—but his presence seemed
indispensable at the capital. He left; and there took place
the Netherlands’ iconomachy, when all the grand architec-

L)
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tural monuments of Gothic art in the Low Countries were
trampled under foot. It began, on the above-mentioned
day, at Antwerp, and it was all finished in the course of six
or seven days. It was a sudden explosion of the popular
revenge against the symbols of that Church which had so
long persecuted them and their brethren. It was a violent
expression of sympathy for doctrines that had taken posses-
sion of the popular heart. It was a depravation of that
instinct which had led the thousands to hear the truth of
the Gospel proclaimed. The Reformed ministers all de-
nounced the iconomachy. No personal outrages, and no
pillage, accompanied the movement. Yet the effects of it
were disastrous to the Reformation party—it was an aban-
donment of the high ground occupied by the people, when,
quietly and peacefully, being shut out from the public exer-
cise of their worship in the cities, they had gone forth, a
sublime spectacle, in thousands, to the preaching of the
Gospel in the fields.

The immediate result of it was, the greatest terror on the
part of the Regent, and her “Accord” of freedom to the
Reformed worship wherever it had been already set up.

The course of the government at Madrid, whilst these
events were occurring in the Netherlands, had been slmply
to procrastinate and to dissemble. Very plainly and hon-
estly did Berghen and Montigny portray to the King the
popular discontent, and the danger of actual revolt. Three
points, they urged, must be conceded: the abolition of the
inquisition, moderation of the edicts, and ample pardon for
all past transactions. Daily consultations are held about
these demands of the envoys, at the grove of Segovia.
Philip said little, but he took notes plentifully. There had
been, to his mind, three previous, and now here was a fourth
link in the chain of treason. There was: first, the cabal
against Granvelle; secondly, Egmont’s mission to obtain a
moderation of the state council, with the design of bring-
ing it under the control of the great nobles; thirdly, the
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insolent and seditious Request; and now, fourthly, this
proposition of the envoya.

Philip’s answer is at length given. First, the papal in-
quisition might cease for a time, as the episcopal was quite
vigorous; secondly, the moderation proposed was inadmis-
gible, and a new project might be submitted; thirdly, the
pardon might be granted, but it must be so restricted as to
exclude all who deserved to be chastised. This gracious
answer, however, had been delayed for months, and mean-
while the field-preachings and the image-breaking had
taken place.

But, immediately after this answer to the envoys had
been given, the King sends for a notary, and before wit-
nesses declares the pardon not free, and so not binding on
him. He writes, also, to the Pope, that the suspension of
the papal inquisition was, of course, not binding on him
without the sanction of his Holiness; and that as to any
moderation of the edicts, it should never be by him ac-
cepted. The whole he desired might be kept a profound
secret.

‘When' the answer of the King reached Brussels, the ad-
ministration there made great efforts to represent it as
what ought to be entirely satisfactory to all. The people,
however, suspected the truth, and Orange was convinced of
it. Viglius urges the promised visit of the King in person,
and if that might not be, then the assembly of the states.
Philip writes to the Regent that this assembly never should
take place, but to “ keep this a profound secret.” .

Now arrives at Madrid the news of the field-preaching,
and the iconomachy, and the Accord of the Duchess. The
Regent sends, also, her confession of her fault in granting
it, and her excuse for the same, together with her accusa-
tions against Orange, Egmont, and Horn, as having com-
pelled her to this course. At the same time, she reminded
Philip that her promise did not bind him, and expressed
the hope that he would pay no regard to it.
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Philip is enraged, but dissembles. He speaks softly and
gently, but he prepares to send to the rebellious Nether-
lands the terrible Duke of Alva.

The popular mind turns to Egmont for a leader, and he
might have had the whole country at his back. But the
image-breaking had disgusted him, a zealous Roman
Catholic. He repairs to his government of Flanders, and
there he acts the unscrupulous partisan of government
against the people, in the execution of numerous offenders.

William of Orange himself executes, at Antwerp, three
of the rioters; but the preaching having occurred within
the city before the Accord, he arranges an agreement with
the Reformed upon that basis. He allows three churches
to the different sects, and stipulates for mutaal toleration
between Protestants and Catholics. Such a religious peace
(destined to be very short lived) he also established at Am-
sterdam, Utrecht, and other cities of his government. By
this course, he gave great offence to those who were above
him, but has thereby gained immortal renown. To him
belongs the imperishable honor of having practised reli-
gious toleration in an age of universal dogmatism.

At Tournay, where three-fourths of the people were of
the Reformed, Horn also allowed three places outside the
walls, where churches might be built for the Reformed, and
the Duchess formally consented to the permission. But as
the winter came on, the people urged that they should be
suffered to have meeting places within the walls, and Horn
agreed to it. Great offence was thus given to the Duchess,
and in the King’'s’eyes it was a fatal crime. The fierce
Noircarmes is sent to Tournay, and the city forcibly subju-
gated, and the Reformed religion suppressed. Meanwhile,
Margaret is constantly writing to Philip against the great
nobles. 8he charges them with the design of dividing the

country out amongst themselves, and having arranged a
general massacre of the Roman Catholics, to commence as
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soon as the King should put foot on shipboard to come to
the Netherlands.

The Prince of Orange, thoroughly understanding the
situation, and perceiving that his country was to be subju-
gated, and his own life sacrificed, begins now, in 1566, to
think and speak ¢ treagonably.” To Egmont and to Horn
he writes, accordingly, warning them both of the common
danger, and proposing that they should league together
against Philip, in order to remain loyal to their duty and
their country. Now occurs, also, the famous Dendermonde
Conference, between Orange, Egmont, Horn, Louis of
Nassau, and Hoogstraten. Henceforward, however, the
paths of the three chief nobles diverge. After long vacil-
lation, Egmont had decided for loyalty to Philip; and Horn,
in wrath and moodiness, had retired to his ¢ desert.” Thus
the two men upon whom William had relied the most, had
separated from him. The confederacy of nobles had been
dissolved, without accomplishing any thing for the country.
They well-nigh ruined it by their folly and incapacity. Its
sacred and holy cause they had profaned by indecent orgies,
compromised by seditious demonstrations, and then aban-
doned, when it was most in need of assistance. For many
individuals of them, no doubt, it was reserved to render
honorable service in the national cause. The names of
Louis of Nassau, Marnix of St. Aldegonde, and Bernarde
de Merode, were to be written in letters of gold upon the
country’s rolls; but at this moment they were impatient,
inconsiderate, and out of the control of Orange. What
was he to do? Valenciennes had bten summoned to
receive a garrison at the same time with the unhappy
Tournay, and had met the demand with a peremptory refu-
sal. Her resistance could hardly have been prevented, even
by the opposition of the Prince. But why should he take
the field against men or cities who, however rashly and
ineffectually, were endeavosing to oppose tyranny? Had
his warnings been heeded, there might have been some head



1862.] Motley’s Dutch Republic. 123

made against the common enemy. But, alas! so it was not.
Till late in the aututnn of 1566, he had believed in the
possibility of getting convoked the states-general. Even
the Regent, as well as the Roman Catholics generally, had
favored the measure. But when Tournay, and also Valen-
ciennes, had fallen, she was less alarmed, and the people
began to lose courage. The Prince, therefore, remains
comparatively quiescent, but watchful.

It is not long before the Duchess calls on William, and
all the stadtholders and other functionaries, to take a new
oath of allegiance. He indignantly refuses, and resigns all
the offices he filled. In Brederode’s expedition to relieve
Valenciennes he took no part, as he lacked confidence in
the man and his measures. But in the tremendous tumults
for three days at Antwerp, which followed the destruction
of Brederode’s forces under young Thoulouse, the Prince
showed his characteristic courage and determination, and
it was his wisdom and bravery which suppressed the tumult.

Valenciennes falls at the hands of Noircarmes and
Egmont. The utmost cruelty is practised upon its inhab-
itants. Many hundreds of victims are sacrificed by strang-
ling and the sword. The franchises of the city are all
revoked. ¢“For two whole years,” (says a Roman Catholic
historian,) ¢ there was scarcely a week in which several
citizens were not executed, and often a great number were
dispatched at one time.” Upon its fate had depended, as if
by common consent, the whole destiny of the anti-Catholic
party. It fell, and the consternation was extreme, and the
general submission immediate, and even abject. Other
important places accepted their garrisons without a mur-
mur. Even Antwerp had made its last struggle, and as
soon as the back of Orange was turned, knelt down in the
dust to receiveitsbridle. The country was desolate indeed.
Its ancient charters were superseded by brute force, its
industrious population were swarming from the land in
droves, as if before a pestilence; in every village gibbets



124 Motley’s Dutch Republic. [Jovy,

and scaffolds were erected, and there was universal a sick-
ening apprehension of still darker disasters ; for on the 15th
of April, the Duke of Alva left Spain to go and crush out
every vestige of the liberties of this people, which had for
centuries enjoyed a nearly complete self-government. Thus
was Philip become, by every reasonable construction of
history, an unscrupulous usurper, attempting to become the
absolute monarch of a free people. It was he that was
attempting a revolution; while William, according to his
well-known motto, was maintaining.

Choosing exile in Germany, rather than behold the ruin
of the country he can not then save, Orange sets out for
Dillenburg, the ancestral seat of his family, upon the 22d
of April, 1567. He once more warns Egmont and Horn of
their own impending fate. The Regent had thanked the
former for his loyalty. The King himself had especially
written him a commendatory epistle. Yet the royal hard
'had already signed the counts’ death-warrant, and it was
even then in Alva’s possession! As for William, the Duke
had Philip’s orders to arrest him immediately, and not to
let his trial last over twenty-four hours.

Alva comes to the Netherlands. He demands the keys
of the chief cities. Egmont and Horn are arrested, and
the populace are in consternation. The Duke establishes a
new court, called the Council of Troubles, but better known,
and to be for ever known in history, as the Blood Council.
It superseded all other courts and all other councils. It
was an absolute and thorough violation of all charters, laws,
and privileges. It defined and it punished treason. It was
treason to have signed any petition against the new bishops,
the inquisition, or the edicts; to have tolerated public
preaching, under any circumstances ; to have omitted resist- -
ence to the image-breaking, to the field-preaching, or the
presentation of the Request; to have asserted that the King
did not possess the right to deprive all the provinces of their
liberties ; or to have maintained that the present tribunal
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was bound to respect, in any manner, any laws or any
charters. Such was treason. The punishment of it was
instant death, in all cases. In three months from the time
of its creation, eighteen hundred persons suffered death by
the summary proceedings of this tribunal.

The provinces were in despair. Margaret of Parma
shortly gets leave to retire from her post of regent, and
leaves the control of all affairs to this dreadful military
chief. The principal cities are fortified against their own
inhabitants. In particular, the citadel of Antwerp isin a
few months erected and prepared, by the labors of two
thousand workmen, at a cost of fourteen hundred thousand
florins, of which the citizens of Antwerp, whom it was built
to terrify and to tame, had to pay more than one-fourth.

On the 19th of January, 1568, Orange and sundry other
nobles are summoned to appear before the Council of Blood.
The Prince replied by a brief and contemptuous plea to the
jurisdiction. As knight of the Fleece, as a member of the
German Empire, as a sovereign prince in France, as a citizen
of the Netherlands, he rejected the authority of Alva and
his self-constituted tribunal. Meanwhile, he still maintained
an attitude of dignified respect to the monarch, while he
hurled back with defiance the insolent summons of the
viceroy ; for he knew how much strength was to be derived
from putting an adversary irretrievably in the wrong.

Events now marched with rapidity. William’s eldest
child, the Count de Buren, left, by a remarkable oversight
of his wise father, to pursue his studies in the college of
Louvain, is seized as a hostage for the Prince’s good be-
bavior, and carried into indefinite captivity in a foreign
land. Then, upon the 16th of February, 1568, a sentence
of the holy office condemns all the inhabitants of the Nether-
lands to death as heretics, excepting only a few persons,
whose names were given. The two imprisoned nobles also
were now brought to trial, after having lain in confinement
for two months. The charge of treason, as treason had been
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defined by the Blood Council, it was not difficult, of course,
to prove against either of them, or against almost any other
Netherlander. But the difficulty in the way of their con-
demnation was, that as knights of the Fleece, it was only
that famous order which had jurisdiction of their crimes.
But Alva, by the aid of President Viglius, soon disposed of
that difficulty, by a bold declaration that the statutes of the
Fleece did not extend to such crimes as those charged
against these nobles. Of course, Philip sustained the vice-
roy—the execution of these nobles had been settled before
Alva left Spain. A despot like Philip the Second scrupled
not at any arbitrary act. Asthe constitutions of the Nether-
lands and the statutes of the Fleece stood in his way, it was
necessary to stride over those constitutions, and to set aside
those statutes. The sentence against them, signed by Philip
in blank, had been brought in Alva’s portfolio from Madrid.
The proceedings against them were a mockery. Rights
and justice were abrogated throughout the land. The
whole country was under martial law. The entire popula-
tion was under sentence of death.

Where now is William of Orange? Proscribed, out-
lawed, his Netherlands property confiscated, his eldest child
kidnapped, surely he has private reasons enough to justify
him in rebellion, were there no public grounds for it what-
ever. The prospects of any such movementare dark enough.
The Spaniards, under the first military chieftain of the age,
are encamped and entrenched in the provinces. The Hugue-
nots have just made a fatal peace in France. The leading
men of liberal views in Netherlands are captives or in
exile. Confiscations have severed the nerves of war. The
country is terror-stricken, paralyzed, motionless, abject,
forswearing its convictions, and imploring only life. At
such a moment as this, the Prince reappears upon the scene.
Early in the summer of 1568, he publishes to the world his
justification of all his past acts, and then begins to make
war. He gets help in Germany ; he has hopes from England.
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He commissions his brother Louisand other friends to levy
troops. Some of the cities of the Netherlands send him
funds. Refugee merchants in England do the same. He
sells his jewels, plate, tapestry, etc., of regal magnificence,
and his gift to the treasury of the army is fifty thousand
florins. Others of the patriot leaders imitate his example.
But his first army of three thousand men, under De Villars,
were shamefully beaten by less than half their number of
Spaniards, under Sancho de Lodrofio, and that notwith-
standing they were entrenched. This signal misfortune
happened on the 25th of April. Towards the end of June,
another force of two thousand five hundred men took the
field, under De Cocqueville, and were cut to pieces on the
18th of July—scarce three hundred escaped. Meanwhile,
at the end of May, Louis of Nassau had gained the victory
of Heiliger Lee, over the imprudent Aremberg. But it was
a barren victory, and it cost the life-blood of young Adol-
phus of Nassau, brother of William and Louis. Alva is
enraged beyond measure at this defeat. The lion is roused.
‘The executions of Egmont and Horn are hastened, and the
Duke takes the field in person against Louis. On the 21st
of July, he totally routs him at Jemmingen. But seven
Spaniards were killed, while seven thousand rebels perished,
partly by the sword and partly in the river. The waund-
ing, killing, burning, and drowning, lasted two days, and
very few of the whole army escaped. Louis himself got
oft naked, and by swimming the Ems. There followed
this slaughter of the army all the horrors of barbarous war,
inflicted upon old men and upon females. The earth, as
Alva marched back to Groningen, was made red with
blood, and the sky with conflagration.

The insurrection being thus quelled in Friesland, Alva
returned triumphant to Brussels. All unsoftened by suc-.
cess, the butchery of the Reformed there began again,
under the Duke’s auspices. Hundreds of martyrs, some
eminent personages, were tortured unto death.



128 Motley's Dutch Republic. [Juwy,

William of Orange is not disheartened by these sad
reverses, although many of his friends urge him to suspend
his warlike efforts. The Landgrave William, the Elector
Augustus, the Emperor himself, all urged him to sit still
for the present. But he knew well how little good would
come of such moderation on his side. And he felt that the
more impenetrable the darkness now gathering over that
land of doom which he had devoted his life to defend, the
more urgently was he forbidden to turn his face away from
it in its affliction. He had by this time become himself a
Protestant, at first of Lutheran, but subsequently of Cal-
vinistic faith. But he was no more now than before a
bigot. Toleration, now in almost all eyes a vice, he had
long held, and now even more than ever, to be a virtue.
“Should we obtain power over any city or cities,”” he wrote,
in his letter of instructions to his most confidential agent,
John Bazius, “let the communities of papists be as much
respected and protected as possible. Let them be overcome,
not by violence, but with gentle-mindedness and virtuous
treatment.” He considered his undertaking for the Nether-
lands a mission from God, and, with simple trust, he looked
up to God for help in the work to which he had been
called. It was this inward principle of ‘evangelic faith
which made William of Orange s@vis tranquillus in undis—
never more tranquil than when the storm was wildest and
the night darkest.

And thus did the sovereign of an insignificant little prin-
cipality stand boldly forth to do battle with the most pow-
erful monarch in the world. At his own expense, and by
almost superhuman exertions, he had again assembled
nearly thirty thousand men. He crosses the Rhine, and
then the Meuse, and boldly offers battle to Alva. But the
. Duke had determined upon his tactics, and would not fight.
His plan was to overcome his enemy by delay. This army
of the Prince was the last hope of the patriots. The winter -
alone would soon disperse these German mercenaries; for
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without victory they would get neither pay nor plunder.
He would, therefore, parry the strokes of his adversary, but
not give him battle. He would hang upon his skirts, fol-
low him move by move, check him at every turn, harass
him continually, and foil all his enterprises, but not fight
him.

The campaign lasted about one month. Twenty-nine
times the Prince changed his encampment, and at every
remove the Duke was still behind him, as close and as im-
palpable as his shadow. Thrice were they within cannon
shot of each other, twice without a single trench between
them. Orange’s soldiers were maddened and tantalized
by these tactics. They were constantly in the presence of
an enemy who seemed to court a battle at one moment, and
at the next to vanish like a phantom. There was but one
important action in the campaign, and that was favorable
to the Duke. The Prince was disappointed, not only in
the hope of a general battle, but also, and still more bitterly,
in the supineness of the country. Not a single city opened
its gates to him. All was crouching, silent, abject. Had a
brilliant victory been obtained, perhaps the rising of the
people would have been universal. There was no victory
at all, and no rising at all. William sought to carry his
army into France, to try the fortunes of the civil war, but
in vain. They insisted on being led back into Germany.
He disbanded them at Strasburg, making up in promises
to them what he could not pay in money.

Thus triumphantly for Alva, and thus miserably for
Orange, ended the campaign. Thus hopelessly vanished
the armies of the Prince. Eight thousand had he lost in
peltry encounters, and thirty thousand had he been eom-
pelled to disband. All his funds had been wasted, and no
result. There seemed no hope for the Netherlands. But
the war of freedom had been renewed in France, and with
twelve hundred mounted men, who were willing to follow
his fortunes, William, with his brothers, Louis and the
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youthful Henry, set forth in the following spring to join
the banner of Condé.

The haughty, and now apparently omnipotent Duke,
returns to Brussels, and almost assumes the god. He insti-
tutes a succession of triumphant festivals, and requires the
people to rejoice and strew flowers in his path, although
coming to them covered with the blood of men who had
striven in their defence. He goes farther, and rears a
colossal statue of bronze to himself, as having ¢ extin-
guished sedition, chastised rebellion, restored religion,
secured justice, established peace!”

To add to the disappointments of the Prince, the Emperor
of Germany, who had at first espoused his cause with ap-
parent frankness, so far as friendly mediation went, now
courted Philip’s favor. The King had become a widower
again, and the Emperor, among his sixteen children, had
more than one marriageable daughter. If it were good to
be the guardian of religious freedom in upper and nether
Germany, it were better to be the father-in-law to the King
of Spain and to both the Indies.

There arose at this time a quarrel between Queen Eliza-
beth and the haughty Duke of Alva. But neither the
torrent of his wrath against the English sovereign, nor the
complacency of his triumph over the Prince of Orange,
could for a moment cause a pause in that which was his
main pursuit. He was zealously engaged in enforcing the
edicts with fire and with sword. But the murder of heretics
had not proved as lucrative a business as he had expected.
Confiscations must of necessity offer but a precarious sup-
ply to any treasury. Qnly the frenzy of an Alva could
suppose it might form a permanent revenue. He was now
determined to exhibit, by still more fierce, and in one sense
ludicrous experiments, how a great soldier may be a very
paltry financier. His promise to Philip had been, that a
stream of gold a yard deep should flow into Spain from the
provinces, the value of which should be two millions yearly
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over and above all expenses of the army and government
in the Netherlands. He now forms a scheme of arbitrary
taxation by the crown, to be substituted for the legal and
constitutional taxation of the provinces by themselves. A
general assembly of the provincial estates is summoned at
Brussels, and decrees are laid before them, instituting,

I. A tax of the hundredth penny, or one per cent., upon
all property, real and personal, to be collected instantly;
this, however, was not a perpetual tax.

II. A perpetual tax of the twentieth penny, or five per
cent., upon every transfer of real estate.

III. A perpetual tax of the tenth penny, or ten per cent.,
upon every article of merchandise or personal property, to
be paid as often as it was sold.

The consternation in the assembly was extreme. He
was touching the nerve that lay in their pockets. Com-
paratively few men of any nation will suffer martyrdom for
religious or political principle, but opposition to material
and financial tyranny will generally be unanimous. Alva
struck at every Netherlander now, and struck where all
must be sensitive. The tenth-penny tax was absolutely
monstrous ; for the same article might be sold ten times a
week, and might, therefore, pay away its whole worth in
that space of time. The infantine simplicity of the scheme
seemed a thing incredible. The ignorance was as sublime
as the tyranny. But the Governor-General would listen to
no arguments; his determination was as stern as it was
stupid and absurd.

Here was the beginning of an earnest popular resistance
to the tyrant. The city of Utrecht distinguished herself for
her stubborn opposition to this taxation, and lost all her
charters by it, for the time. The various assemblies of the
patrimonial provinces, one after another, exhausted, fright-
ened, hoping that no serious effort to collect the tax would
be made, did, indeed, all consent, under certain restrictions,
to its imposition. But they soon withdrew their consent,
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a8 having been obtained by violence or fraud. Compro- .
mises were finally agreed to, which postponed the final
struggle.

Alva grows sick of his office. His power is evidently on
the wane, for the King did not heartily approve the wisdom
of his financial measures. His brutality, also, had overshot
the mark, and produced disgust amongst some who at first
supported him heartily. He earnestly begs to be recalled
from his post.

Toward the end of the year 1570, occurred an unexampled
inundation, more disastrous in its effects upon the Nether-
lands than even the famous deluge of the thirteenth cen-
tury, which gave birth to the Zuyder Zee. The people felt
that the hand of God was upon them. As forthe Spaniards,
they loudly maintained that the vengeance of Heaven had
descended upon the abode of heretics. The poor Nether-
landers seemed to be doomed to destruction by both God
and man.

In France, affairs grew almost as black for the cause of
freedom as in the Netherlands. Condé is killed at the
battle of Jarnac, and Coligny overthrown at that of Mon-
contour. Dark indeed were these years of 1569 and 15670
for the Reformed catse every where ; but in these darkest
hours for his country, never did William of Orange despair.
In the autumn of 1569, he returns to Germany; but Count
Louis remains with the Huguenots. The deadly peace
between them and the court of France succeeded, and the
massacre of St. Bartholomew was hastening on. Never
had William been in so forlorn a condition as on his return
from France. He had no funds to raise new levies, and
was daily exposed to annoying claims from his disbanded
soldiers. A deep gloom seemed to settle upon his cause.
Yet was his spirit unbroken. His letters of this period
show a perfect appreciation of the situation, but were also
full of modest but lofty courage and pious resignation,
without one trace of desponding weakness.
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Early in 1571 were renewed the struggles of the Duke
and the estates about the taxes. The estates were satisfied
- that the King was less in earnest than the viceroy. The
supple Viglius is satisfied of the waning power of the
Duke, and openly turns against him. :

Meanwhile, Orange is slowly gathering funds from the
gifts of many obscure persons, and the daring exploits of
‘““the beggars of the sea,” or privateers, who had sailed
under his commission. His emissaries were sent every
where, and actively canvassed the governments and peoples
of Germany. To the Northern courts his missions had
failed. Sweden and Denmark received his envoys with
barren courtesy. He furnishes his ambassadors with docu-
ments from his own hand, pleading for arms and other
aseistance. These missives were stamped with the warm
religious impreas of the Reforming party. Sadly, but with-
out despondency, they recalled the misfortunes of the past,
and depicted the gloom of the present. Earnestly, but not
fanatically, they stimulated hope, and solicited aid for the
future.

At the same time, the affairs of Alva with the estates
reached a crisis. The citizens were in open revolt against
the taxes. In order to escape the levy of the tenth penny,
no goods were sold at all. Not only the wholesale com-
merce of the provinces was suspended, but the minute and
indispensable traffic of daily life was ata stand. The shops
were all shut. The brewer would not brew, nor the baker
bake. Alvaisfurious. He orders the hanging of eighteen
of the butchers and bakers of Brussels, at their own doors.
This was his method of giving a stimulus to trade. The
hangman is getting ready his cords and ladders. Alva
grimly waits for the rising dawn, which is to usher in his
speedy triumph over the obstinacy of the tradesmen. An
unforseen event arrests the tragedy. In the. night arrives
the news of the capture of Brill, by Orange’s sea-beggars,
under Admiral William de la Marck. A reconciliation



134 Motley’s Dutch Republic. [Jovy,

had been effected between Alva’s government and that of
Queen Elizabeth, and the Netherland privateersmen had
been ordered out of the English ports. It looked like a
fresh misfortune for Orange; but it was a blessing in dis-
guise. De la Marck’s fleet of twenty-four vessels, nearly
starving, appear before Brill, and as they must land to get
food, William de Blois, the bold seigneur of Treslong, per-
suades the Admiral to demand the surrender of the town.
The magistrates, in terror, flee the city, and it is taken.
The corner-stone of the Batavian republic is laid.

Count Bossu is ordered by Alva to retake the town, but
he fails. He turns towards Rotterdam, and finds the gates
closed against him. Professing perfect loyalty, the inhab-
itants refuse to receive a garrison to enforce their obedience.
By a perfidious stratagem, he is admitted, and four hundred
citizens are murdered, and the women meet a fate worse
than death. The city of Flushing, on the island of Wal-
cheren, is the first that vibrates with the patriotic impulse
given at Brill, and revolts. The example is followed by
nearly all the important towns of Holland and Zeeland.
‘With one fierce bound of enthusiasm, the nation shakes off
its chain. The first half of the year 1572, is distinguished
by a series of triumphs, rendered still more remarkable by
the reverses which followed at its close. City after city, in
Gelderland, Overyssel, and the see of Utrecht, all the
important towns of Friesland, accepted the garrisons of the
Prince, and formally acknowledged his authority. The
stadtholderate over Holland and Zeeland, to which the
Prince had been appointed in 1569, he now reassumed.
Upon this fiction reposed the whole provisional polity of
the revolted Netherlands. There was no claim, at first, of
freedom, beyond what was secured by Philip’s coronation
oath. There was no pretence that Philip was not sovereign,
but there was a determination to assert freedom of con-
science, and to reclaim their ancient political liberties.
The purpose of William, and of the people, was to recover
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historical rights, and to shake oft a sanguinary and usurp-
ing tyranny.

Louis of Nassau, meanwhile, performs a daring feat—the
surprise and capture of the important frontier town of
Mons. Alva is in dismay at the suddenness of all these
blows. Moreover, he is without money, and is compelled
to offer an abolition of the whole tax, upon condition of
the payment annually of two millions of florins by the
estates. He issues a summons on the 24th of June, for
them to assemble on the 15th of July. His healing meas-
ures come too late. The estates did meet on the appointed
day; but not at the Hague, as he proposed, but at Dort; and
not in obedience to his call, but that of Orange. They met
at his call as the representative of Philip, and by the au- -
thority of Philip, to wage war against Philip. They vote
the most liberal supplies. They will give the whole, if
necessary, to William, rather than the tenth to Alva—to
their liberator all, rather than any thing to their destroyer.
They also declared William the King’s lawful stadtholder
over Holland, Zeeland, Friesland and Utrecht. They
ordain freedom of worship, both to Roman Catholics and
the Reformed. They make William supreme dictator, and
it was reserved for this patriot himself, by an act supple-
mental to their proceedings, to impose limits upon his own
power.

Now begins a series of terrible reverses to the Prince and
his cause. Genlis, with reinforcements for Louis, from
France, is routed by the Spaniards, and Louis himself
closely shut up in Mons. William takes the field with an
army of fifteen thousand foot, seven thousand horse, and
about three thousand other "Walloon troops. He found it
hard to restrain his half-paid soldiers, when the city of
Roermond was taken, on the 23d of July. Yet the differ-
ence was vast between a leader like him, who restrained
excesses to the utmost of his power, and Alva, who incul-
cated robbery, rape, and arson, upon his army as their duty.
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As he marched onwards, city after city, including Mechlin,
submitted cheerfully to his authority. He was sanguine of
French help, notwithstanding the sacrifice made by Genlis
of his army. He allowed himself to boast that Alva was
in his power, and that the Netherlands would soon be free.
Then it was that the earthquake of St. Bartholomew’s day
appalled all christendom with him, and scattered all his
well-matured plans and legitimate hopes. It is not long
before his army mutinies, and dissolves into nothing.
Mons capitulates. The terms of the capitulation are horri-
bly violated by the Spaniards. The keys of that city unlock
every other in Brabant and Flanders. The towns all hasten
to disavow the Prince, and to return to their ancient, hypo-
critical, and cowardly allegiance. Unhappy Mechlin is
selected for an example. Alva’s soldiers are to be paid
their arrears at its expense. Three days did the sack con-
tinue; one for the Spaniards, and two more for the Walloona
and Germans. No rank, no age, no sex, no religious faith,
was spared. Roman Catholics, as well as the Reformed,
were freely made victims. Thus was poor Mechlin aban-
doned to that trinity of furies which ever wait on the foot-
steps of War—Murder, Lust, and Rapine.

And now there follow what our author calls three
thorough massacres. Zutphen, Naarden, and Harlem are
sacked; and the story is in each case sickening. When
Zutphen fell, and was given up by the cruel Duke to his
ferocious soldiery, he piously remarked that it was “a per-
mission of God that these people should have undertaken to
defend a place so weak.” Similar to this was the Christian
language of Mendoza, relative to the fall of Naarden: «It
was & chastisement which must be believed to have taken
place by the express permission of Divine providence; a
punishment for having been the first of the Holland towns
in which heresy built its nest, whence it has taken its flight
to all the neighboring cities.” As for the siege of Harlem,
it is a story of unexampled heroism. Riperda, the stout
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commandant of the little garrison, assembled the citizens
and soldiers together in the market-place, warned them, by
the fate of Mechlin, Zutphen, and Naarden, of the terrors
before them, should they be base enough to surrender the
city, and urged them to make no composition with foes as
false as sanguinary, but to make one last vigorous effort
for freedom. They did make it. There were about one
thousand delvers, three thousand fighting men, besides
three hundred fighting women, all armed with sword, mus-
ket, and dagger. With such a spirit in the maids and
matrons of the city, it might be expected that the men
would not surrender withont a struggle. It was fierce, and
bloody, and long continued. The most daring sallies were
frequently made, the most patient labors were cheerfully
undergone ; men, women, and children, working day and
night to repair the breaches in the walls as fast as the enemy
could make them. They encountered the besiegers not
only with sword and musket, but with heavy stones, boil-
ing oil, and live coals. Hoops smeared with pitch and set
on fire were dexterously thrown upon their necks. As fast
as the Spaniards mined, the citizens countermined; and
Spaniard and Netherlander met daily in deadly combat
within the bowels of the earth. The siege continued all
through the winter and early spring. William of Orange
did all that was possible for him, in the vain endeavor to
give succor to-the devoted city. Batenburg’s expedition
for their relief was a miserable failure. He was probably
intoxicated in the time of the action. At length the city
surrendered at discretion, on the 12th of July. Next day
the massacre commenced. 8ix hundred Germans of the
garrison were dismissed on oath to fight no more. The
remaining twelve hundred were butchered, with at least as
many more of the citizens. Five executioners were kept
constantly at work, with their attendants. Three hundred
wretches were tied two and two, back to back, and drowned
VOL. XV., N0, L.—18
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in the Harlem lake. At last, after twenty-three hundred
executions, the farce of a pardon was enacted.

The reduction of Harlem is an event which makes us
wonder equally at human capacity to inflict and to endure
misery. If it was a triumph to the Spaniards, it was one
they might well have given in exchange for a defeat.
Twelve thousand of them had died of wounds and of disease
during the seven months of the siege. The Spaniards cele-
brated their victory, but it was evident their empire could
not endure many such. If it required thirty thousand
choice troops to conquer, in seven months, the weakest city
of Holland, with a loss of twelve thousand men, how long
a time, and how many deaths, would it take to reduce the
rest of that little province? The sack of Naarden had
inflamed instead of subduing the spirit of Dutch resistance;
and the long and glorious defence of Harlem operated to
strain to the highest pitch the patriotic hatred of her sister
cities. All the treasures of the New World would not
suffice to pay for the conquest of the little sand-bank thus
defended by its heroic inhabitants.

The Spaniards were exultant, but Orange was neither
dismayed nor despondent. His trust was in a higher power
than'man’s. “Since it has otherwise pleased God,” he writes
to Count Louis, “we must conform ourselves to the divine
will. I take the same God to witness, that I have done
every thing, according to my means, which was possible, to
succor the city.” When, after a few days, the Zeelanders
capture the castle of Rammekens, on the island of Wal-
cheren, he writes to his brother, in the same spirit: «I
hope this will reduce the pride of our enemies, who, since
the fall of Harlem, have thought they were about to swal-
low us alive. I assure myself, however, that they will find
& very different piece of work from the one which they
expect.”

The tide of tyranny is at the flood, and now it begins to
ebb. The government makes some awkward and fruitless
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attempts at conciliation. The Spanish troops shew signs
of mutiny, and even make secret overtures to Orange.
With difficulty, Alva restores obedience. The town of
Alkmaar is besieged. Sonoy, the lieutenant-governor for
Orange of the province of North Holland, an experienced
officer, is uneasy at the prospect of the unequal conflict.
All looked instinctively to the Prince in every danger, and
their hopes were that he had made some foreign alliance
that would save them. Sonoy looked, and Sonoy hoped, a8
did the rest. The Prince’s answer to him was full of lofty
enthusiasm, such as Christian faith can best inspire. “You
ask,”” says he, “if I have entered into a firm treaty with any
great king or potentate ; to which I answer, that before I
ever took up the cause of the oppressed Christians in these
provinces, I had entered inio a clese alliance with the King of
kings; and I am firmly convinced that all who put their trust
in Him shall be saved by His almighty hand. The God of
armies will raise up armies for us, to do battle with our en-
emies and His own.” In conclusion, he stated his prepara-
tions for attacking the enemy by sea as well as land, and
encouraged Sonoy and the citizens to maintain a bold front.

‘When the Spaniards assault the town, resistance is made
by every man, woman and child. Three times the attack
is made, and three times repulsed. Darkness puts an end
to the strife. The next day, the order is given to renew the
assault, but the Spanish soldiers refuse to attempt it. The
place was protected by more than mortal powers; else how
could a few halt-starved fishermen have 8o triumphed over
the legions of Spain. Bome of them were run through the
body for disobedience, but still they refused, and the assault
was indefinitely postponed. Finally, the Spaniards discov-
ering that the dykes were about to be opened, 8o a8 to fload
them with the ocean, the siege was raised.

Meanwhile, the court of France assumed a tone of com-
punction for the bloody deed of St. Bartholomew, and
Orange reluctantly enters into negotiations with it again.
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He also puts forth another appeal to the patriotism of his
country, in an address to the general assembly of the
Netherlands. At the same time, he puts into circulation
one of the most vigorous and impassioned productions
which ever came from his pen. It was ¢“ An Epistle, in
form of supplication, to his royal Majesty of Spain, from the
Prince of Orange and the estates of Holland and Zeeland.”

Three days after the deliverance of Alkmaar, the patriots
meet with another success. It was a victory on the Zuyder
Zee, by Admiral Dirkzoon, with twenty-five ships, over
Count Bossu, with thirty, larger and more heavily armed.
The victory was complete, and Admiral Bossu was sent a
prisoner to Holland. On the 1T7th of November, 1578,
Requesens arrives in Brussels, to succeed Alva; and on the
18th of December, the Duke gladly, yet in deep humiliation,
takes his departure for ever from the Netherlands.

Our author well remarks, that although his military fame
was unquestionable when he came to the provinces, yet he
left them a baffled man. As Alva penetrated into the heart
of the ancient Batavian land, he found himself overmatched
by the spirit of national freedom, (more audacious, more
inventive, more desperate, than all commanders,) as he had
never been, even by the most potent generals of his day.
The same lesson had been read in the same thickets by the
Nervii to Julius Ceesar, by the Batavians to the legions of
Vespasian. And now a loftier and a purer flame glowed
within the breasts of these descendants of the same people.
Alva came to deal with them as with conquered provinces,
but he found that the conquest still had to be made, and he
left the country without having accomplished it. Neither
his legions nor his strategy availed him against an entirely
desperate people. He proved himself utterly deficient in
every attribute requisite in & man appointed to deal with a
free country in a state of incipient rebellion.

These are certainly wise and just reflections, and evince
that the author has not studied history in vain. It had
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been well for that United States government, which he is
now representing, we believe, at some court in Europe, if
they had carefully read and pondered deliberately this page
of his work, before they sent their Butlers, and Hunters,
and McClellans, upon similarly preposterous, absurd, and
wicked enterprises, into the states of this Confederacy.

Upon the retirement of the Duke, it was industriously
circulated that a change of policy wasintended. Bat, in fact,
it would seem that the Spanish government regarded this
period merely as a breathing-time, in which ¢still more
active preparations might be made,” says-the author, em-
ploying the term which his countrymen have made so famil-
iar, ¢ for crushing the rebellion.”” Seven years of executions,
sieges, and campaigns, had not brought Philip any closer
to the subjugation of the provinces. The new governor
‘'was, therefore, authorized to employ concessions, but it
was on the basis of the King’s absolute supremacy, and the
total prohibition of every form of worship except the Ro-
man Catholic. He was authorized to concede to the people
a pardon; but it was only in case they would abandon
every object for which they had been so heroically con-
tending. Towards the coming of Requesens, thereforg, as
successor to Alva, all looked forward with indefinite hopes
of peace.

Requesens found such a state of the exchequer at Brus-
sels, as to render some little respite to the war an absolute
necessity. The army numbered sixty-two thousand men,
and forty millions of dollars had been already sunk. The
whole annual produce of the American mines, it seemed,
would be required to sustain the war. Six and a-half mil-
lions of ducats were due to the soldiers. Seven millions
of dollars were the yearly necessities of the exchequer, and

to meet them, Requesens had not one stiver. He writes to -

his sovereign: ¢ Before my arrival, I did not understand
how the rebels could maintain such considerable fleets,
while your Majesty could not support a single one. It ap-

.
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pears, however, that men who are fighting for their lives,
their firesides, their property, and their false religion, for
their own cause, in short, are contented to receive rations
only, without receiving pay.” ¢He saw what few bigoted
supporters of absolutism, in any age, have ever compre-
hended,” says Mr. Motley—and the remark is a striking
one, as coming from a Yankee author, and a public de-
fender, with his pen, of the Seward-Lincoln war— that
national enthusiasm, when profound and general, makes a
- rebellion more expensive to the despot than to the insur-
gents.” The policy of the Requesens administration, there-
fore, in a word, was to deceive the people with the idea of
pardon and peace, and so to gain time.

The situation of the patriots, at the same time, was not
very encouraging. They had the superiority at sea, but
their land forces, were mercenaries, constantly mutinying
for want of pay. And then Holland was now cut in twain
by the loss of Harlem and the leaguer of Leyden. The
estates, moreover, were much given to wrangling about
economical details. Orange had strong hopes now from
France. But he was dreading the effects of the promised
pardon upon the spirit of the people.

The chief military events of the administration of the
Grand Commander Requesens were, the capitulation of the
town of Middelburg, held by Mondragon, to the forces of
Orange, and thus the evacuation by the Spaniards of the
whole island of Walcheren ; the battle of Mook-heath, and
the overthrow and death of Louis of Nassau; the mutiny
of the Spanish soldiers, and their savage occupation, for a
time, of the city of Antwerp, to be renewed, two years later,
with all the horrors of massacre and sack; the successful
expedition of the Spaniards to the island of Duiveland, and
their siege of Zierickzee ; the destruction of Spanish fleets
of Bergen and Antwerp; and the grand and affecting drama
of the siege and the deliverance of Leyden. -
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The council of nobles was formally abolished on the
arrival of the Grand Commander, by letter from Philip’s
own hand. Negotiations for peace, informal and insincere
perhaps, were carried on during the whole summer and
autumn of 1574. During the autumn and winter of that
year, the Emperor Maximilian actively exerted himself to
bring about a pacification. Commissioners of the states
and plenipotentiaries of the King met at Breda, in March,
1575. Nothing was effected. On the close of the negotia-
tions, on the 18th of July, each party blamed the other for
their failure.

In the course of 1575, the foundation was lald for the
union of Holland and Zeeland, under authority of Orange.
He was to have absolute power in all matters of the coun-
try’s defence, while the war lasted. He was to maintain
the law, in the King’s name, as Count of Holland. He was
to protect the exercise of the Reformed, and to suppress that
of the Roman religion, without, however, permitting search
into any man's creed. William accepted the government
July 11th.

A new and improved act of union was duly signed upon
the 25th of April, 1576. This was a confederation of the
estates, that is, of the knights and nobles of Holland, with
the deputies from the cities and countships of Holland and
Zeeland. It was a confederation of virtually independent
little republics. Each municipality, (says Mr. Motley,) was,
as it were, a little sovereignty. Yet, while the various
members of the confederacy were locally and practically
republics, the general government they established was
monarchical. But the whole system was rather practical
than theoretical ; and so thoroughly was William absorbed
in his patriotic work, that it was a small matter with him
whether men called him stadtholder, prince, or king. His
name amongst the people, from the highest to the lowest,
was the name he liked best, and that name was ¢ Father
William.” He was the father of his country. The vulgar

)
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thought of carving for himself a throne out of the misfor-
tunes of his people, seems not to have entered his mind.
Upon one point only had he been peremptory. He would
have no persecution for creeds. He stood out.resolutely
against all meddling with men’s consciences. Thought
should be toll free.

The expedition to Duiveland was the most brilliant ex-
ploit of the war, and was attended with very important
results, adverse to William’s cause. It cut the province of
Zeeland in two, as the sister province of Holland had been
severed by previous misfortunes. The Prince is excessively
chagrined. He feels that.the time is come when foreign
assistance must be obtained. Poverty was fast rendering
it impossible to keep up the conflict. He and his little
country are all alone. He must throw away the fiction of
allegiance to Philip, and seek the protection either of
France or of England. The estates, early in October, 1575,
agreed, unanimously, to declare themselves independent of
Philip. Then were resumed fruitless negotiations with
the other powers. Germany, England, France, all refused
to stretch out their hands to save the heroic but exhausted
little provinces. The Prince meditated the sublime but
desperate purpose, to collect a numerous fleet, and move the
whole population, with their effects, to some new home
beyond the seas. The wind-mills were then to be burned,
the dykes pierced, the sluices opened in every direction,
and the country restored to the ocean, from which it had
sprung.

Here we are compelled, for want of space, to arrest our
sketch. The way in which Divine providence, at this dark
hour, once more interposes for the help of the good cause,
by the sudden demise of Requesens, and the consequent
confusion of the Spanish councils, we need not recount.
‘We can only refer, in general terms, to the Pacification of
Ghent, that masterpiece of diplomacy on William’s part,
by which he bound together, on the 8th of November,
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1576, the estates of Holland and Zeeland, with Brabant,
Flanders, and the other provinces. The two former con-
tained a population almost entirely Reformed, but a large
portion of the people in the other fifteen provinces were
Roman Catholic; and yet they are now united in a tolera-
tion of one another’s creed, and the effort to drive out the
foreign foe. Notwithstanding the fatal difference of re-
ligious opinion, they are now at length united in one great
hatred and one great hope. There followed, in January,
1577, the celebrated ¢ Union of Brussels’’—sent, after its
adoption by the states, into every province, that each par-
ticular man might be called upon, by signing or refusing to
gign it, to range himself either on the side of the fatherland
or of despotism. The tenor of the document was to engage
its signers to compass the immediate expulsion of foreign-
ers and the execution of the Ghent Pacification; but it also
provided for maintaining the Roman Catholic religion and
the King’s authority, as well as the defence of the father-
land, and all its constitutions. Thus was laid & stepping-
stone to the “Union of Utrecht,” itself the foundation-stone
of a republic destined to endure more than two centuries.
The ¢ Union of Brussels” held within itself the seeds of its
own destruction. It was impossible that a permanent crys-
tallization should take place, where so strong a dissolvent
as the Roman Catholic religion had been admitted. In the
sequel, the union fell asunder precisely at this fatal flaw.
The next union was one which definitely separated the seven-
teen provinces into Protestant and Roman Catholic—self-
governing republics and the dependencies of a distant des-
potism. The contracting parties agreed to remain eternally
united, as if they were but one province. But at the same
time, each was to retain its particular privileges, liberties,
and laws. All the ancient constitutions were to be guaran-
teed. They were to defend each other with “life, goods,
and blood,” against the King, and all other foes. Every
» man was to worship God according to the dictates of his
YOL. XV., No. L.—19
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conscience. Thus the seventeen provinces became & state
single towards the rest of the world, a unit in its external
relations, while permitting internally a variety of sovereign-
ties. The author observes that this differed from the Ger-
man confederation, in that it acknowledged no single head;
from the Achaian league, in the greater weakness of its
federal assembly, and the greater fulness of the sovereignty
of the individual states; and from the Swiss confederacy, in
the more thorough completeness of the union formed. He
then distinguishes it from “the American federal common-
wealth,” in the great feature, that it was to be merely a
confederacy of sovereignties, and not a representative
republic.” ¢ Its foundation was a compact, not a constitu-
tion.” ¢ The contracting parties were states.” ¢ The
people of the United States of the Netherlands never
assembled—as did the people of the United Btates of
America two centuries later—to lay down a constitution
by which they granted a generous amount of power to the
union, while they reserved enough of sovereign attributes
to secure that local self-government which is the life-blood
of liberty.” Now, we are neither politicians nor states-
men, nor do we set ourselves up as judges of constitutions
and laws, yet we claim to possess (a8 becomes every citizen)
some little knowledge of the Constitution under which we
lived, till lately, and of its history. And what little we do
know on that subject, is enough to enable us to show, in
few words, that our author is far astray in these representa-
tions of the Constitution and government of the late United
Btates of America. Those states, when they formed and
ratified the Constitution in question, were certainly distinct,
independent, and sovereign commaunities. The thirteen
colonies began the contest with Great Britain as distinct
communities, and came out of it, severally, sovereign and
independent states. Even the Articles of Confederation,
(which was merely a league offensive and defensive,) were
not ratified by any of the states till three years after the
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war began, and two years after independence was declared ;
and three years more passed away before it was ratified by
all of them. During all this period, they were separate and
independent states or nations, and had their separate local
governments in complete operation. And each, or either
of them, might have continued in a condition of separate
- nationality to this day, had such been its sovereign will or
pleasure. And as such sovereign and independent states,
they were acknowledged, at last, by the mother country.
Now, in what way did the Constitution come to be subse-
quently set up and established, in the room of the Articles
of Confederation? It was first prepared by the states,
through their delegates, in convention at Philadelphia, and
then it was submitted to the states, separately and respect-
ively, to be approved or rejected by them in their respective
conventions, each acting for itself. It was the act of ratifi-
cation which established it as a constitution between the
states 8o ratifying it, and only between them, on the condi-
tion that not less than nine of the then thirteen states
should concur in the ratification, as was expressly provided
by the seventh and last article of the Constitution. Now,
who performed the acts of ratification, except the several
states, through conventions of delegates chosen in each
state by the people thereof, and acting each in the name
and by the authority of its state? And, as all the states
ratified it, “we, the people of the United States,” (the
opening phrase of the preamble,) means, of course, ‘we,
the people of the several states, who do so ratify the Con-
stitution and form the Union. This Constitution, so ratified,
was clearly a compact between sovereigns. When the
question arose in the convention which framed the instru-
ment, what tribunal should be empowered to decide in
doubtful cases of its interpretation, no provision was made}
for it was clearly seen thata compact between sovereignties
could be interpreted only by each sovereignty for itself,
Time and again it was proposed, in the convention, to

»
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make the supreme court “the tribunal to decide in doubt-
ful cases,” but not in any form did the proposition prevail.
The inference is plain.

Now, this compact between the states of the American
Union, was one that came to be broken by some of the
sovereignties. Even Mr. Webster, who never leaned too
strongly towards state rights, said, in 1851, «If the north-
ern states were to refuse to carry into effect the Constitu-
tion, as respects fugitive slaves, the South would no longer
be bound to observe the compact. A bargain broken on
one gide, is a bargain broken on all sides.” The northern
states did, many of them, formally and deliberately, so re-
fuse; and according, therefore, to the great New England
statesman, the Constitution was not only a compact, but a
compact broken ; a compact broken effectually, and deserv-
ing to be discarded for ever. It has been sc discarded by
the Confederate States. And thus it comes to pass, that the
author is living in the days of a struggle for chartered
rights, every way greater, though in some remarkable
particulars very similar, to the one he so laboriously,
eloquently, and, we hope, honestly describes. The con-
trasts between these two struggles are as striking as the
parallels. :

A few of these parallels and of these contrasts we shall
now briefly suggest. )

1. There are the same elements combined in the cause
and origin of these two struggles. The Dutch struggle
was partly religious and partly political. The inquisition
and the charters were the main points at issue. In the
present contest, also, religious and political interests com-
mingle. We struggle for our states’ rights and our local
governments, against a consolidated nationality, to which
6ur fathers never gave consent. And we also struggle for
the right of a free people to change their government
whenever it becomes dangerous to them. The government
at Washington never was, and never shall be, our master-
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It never was designed, according to the Constitution, to be
any thing but an agent, with limited powers, for the States;
and so, in a certain sense, the servant of the States. It is,
therefore, the Constitution of our fathers, as against a usurp-
ing central despotism, for which we contend; so that (as’
with the Dutch) not we, but our foes, are the revolutionists.
‘We also struggle for God’s word and providence, both im-
pugned by our enemies. It becomes clearer every day,
that the war is against slavery, and on religious grounds,
in part. It is human reason and human piety against the
Bible. If we had been willing to learn from New England
wisdom a better religion and morality than the Bible’s,
this war had never been begun; and even now, all would at
once be well again, if we would just consent to be so taught.
Thus the struggle is both religious-and political.

Another element in the cause and origin of both strug-
gles is money. Alva promised Philip astream of gold one
yard deep, flowing perpetnally from the provinces into
Spain. The North went into this struggle to recover
southern trade. She now prosecutes this war to secure
the payment of its enormous cost.

There 18 a fourth element, which we will call the sec-
tional element. In the case of the Dutch and Spanish
there was an absolute difference of race. There is no such
difference in the present case, and yet there is a difference
of ideas, habits, notions, and ways of feeling, thinking, and
acting, which has long constituted us two distinct peoples,
ard which forms a real element in the present discord.
The true and genuine Yankee always has been hateful to the
South. The whole North, nay, even the whole of New
England, is not true and genuine Yankee. Some of the
noblest specimens of humanity are here amongst us, who
came to us from the now hostile North—and New England
itself has furnished some of the very best citizens and sol-
diers of our Confederacy. But, however this may be, the
war, as waged against us, and the government that wages
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ity is true and genuine Yankee. Yankee principles and Yan-
kee motives originated the war, and Yankee policy controls
and conducts it. The press of the North has long been
accustomed to sneer at those chivalrous notions upon which
the Southron prides himself; and it would, indeed, seem as
though the sense of honor, that most important element of
high character, is utterly wanting in the North. If there
is any thing selfish, base, cowardly, deceitful, in Yankee
character, it has all been exhibited in every stage of the
policy and conduct of this war upon us by the North. So
that the whole North is now become Yankee to the people
of this Confederacy. The feelings once cherished towards
the tricky, mean, meddlesome, unmanly, canting, hypo-
critical, rapacious Massachusetts or Connecticut man, are
now transferred, throughout these states, to all classes at
the North. They have all assumed that character, and are
acting that way towards us. We did but claim our inher-
itance of independence and freedom ; and, believing them-
selves able, they have, with one accord, shewed themselves
willing, to spoil us of every right for their own advantage.
The property, the lives, the liberties of their southern
brethren, the very honor of their southern sisters, they
would sacrifice it all to their self-aggrandizing malice;
whilst the means and the methods they employ, are such
that we are at a loss to say which is the most despicable,
their cowardice, their deceit, or their cruelty. Sprung
from a common ancestry, to a great degree, yet educated
under different influences, and trained to contrary ideas
and principles, it has come to pass, at length, that one great
hatred now unites our people against the whole North, as
fierce and undying as ever the Dutch felt for their Spanish
foes.

2. There is the same blind infatuation manifest in the
two attempts of tyranny. Philip’s scheme, to force the
inquisition upon the Dutch, and to compel them to give up
their charters, was a mad conception, and insane was the
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obstinacy with which he sought to carry it into execution.
On the part of the North, there is the same infatuation in
their belief that they can subjugate us, and the same ob-
stinate persistence in the mad attempt. It is, on their part,
a war of delusions—of delusions perfectly easy to account
for, as they have been all along, ever since the rise of abo-
litionism, misled by their own press, and other educators.
The South knew the North well, for they took and read
their papers. But no southern writing ever reached the
North, and so the North fell an easy prey to falsehoods
concerning both our slaves and ourselves. Accordingly,
they imagined that & union party would be found amongst
us. They will not give up the infatuation. They imagined
that the non-slaveholders of the South would refuse to take
up arms in defence of their own invaded soil. They have
not yet awaked up to their tremendous error. They
imagined that our slaves would all rise up to welcome them
as deliverers. They cling stil| to this delusion. They
imagined our people too soft, luxurious, and effeminate to
carry on a determined and protracted struggle. Up to the
time of McClellan’s late defeats, they still persisted in be-
leving ‘“the rebellion almost crushed out.” It remains
to be seen how long they will continue to cherish this fond
imagination.

8. There is the same popular heartiness in the two
efforts to resist despotism. At the beginning, the people
of the Netherlands were not hearty.. William was, for a
long time, the head and front of that movement. But
when the Duke of Alva made the case plain to every
person, by his tenth-penny tax, then he united all interests
against his master. From that moment, the question of
Dutch independence was settled. There were, of course,
great sufferings to be endured, and great reverses to be
met, and many a time thick clouds must appear to settle
over William's prospects; but the moment Alya had
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united the whole people in one earnest purpose, the case
was already a determined one.

It is precisely so in our present struggle. If any did not
understand the true nature of the issue at the very begin-
ning, long since it has become perfectly plain to every one.
The Yankee government has made all classes in the Con-
federacy of one mind. This war on our part is, in the
strictest sense, a war of the people. It is not a war of our
government, but it is our people’s war. It is every man’s
war, and every woman’s war, and every child’s war. Both
sexes, and all ages and classes, unite in its support. As for
the women of our country, history shall speak their praise.
They have clothed the army fighting, and they have nursed
the army sick. Well might the brutal Butler strike so
basely at them, in his infamous order concerning their New
Orleans sisters—the women of the South are all foes of the
Yankee government! There is no class of people in our
whole Confederacy that does not heartily endorse and
encourage the Confederate cause. The merchant, the
planter, the manufacturer, the farmer, the slaveholder and
the non-slaveholder, the rich and the poor, the minister and
his people, the lawyer, the physician, the inhabitants of the
towns and cities, and the rural population ; men formerly of
all the various political parties, (for there now exist no
parties of this sort whatever,) people of all religious de-
nominations alike; in one word, the whole people are
united in the struggle.

One consequence is, that in both struggles the spirit of
the people js seen to rise with the reverses that come
upon them. Once fairly roused, Dutch patriotism only
burned the brighter for the thick darkness and gloom that
gathered around. The sack of Naarden inflamed, instead
of subduing, popular resistance. The terrific siege of Har-
lem strained to the highest pitch the patriotic devotion of
her sisters. And so is it in this Confederacy. There is no
sacrifice our people are not now prepared to make, rather
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than submit to the rule of a government they have so many
fresh reasons to abhor. It is foul with the blood of their
sons; it has desolated their cities ; it riots in the oppression
of some portions of their territory. They felt 8 warm in-
dignation at the first against the despotism, but their wrath
is now hot. They want offensive war; they want blood
and fire to be opposed by blood and fire.

4. There is the same high religious confidence that God
will give deliverance. Viewing Orange as the embodiment
of Netherland feeling and spirit, this is true of the Dutch.
But it is true of the people of the Confederate States in a
literal sense. 'We do not mean to assert that all our people
are possessed of evangelical faith. But, whilst we see
amongst Christian people of every denomination the exhi-
bition continually of a humble reliance on Him who has
sore broken us, and of a chastened confidence in His favor
to our cause, such as Orange so sublimely expressed when
he said, “I have made no treaty with any great potentate
on the earth, but I have entered into a close alliance with
the King of kings,” we behold, also, amongst all classes of
the people, a lofty persuasion that this is a great provi- .
dential movement, by which the states of this Confederacy
are certain to become a separate and independent-people.
This is a wide-spread popular belief. Men who never saw
God’s hand any where else, can see it in this movement.

Such are some of the broad parallels which strike us,
when reading this history in the midst of present events.
In innumerable particular circumstances, the parallel is
equally visible between our case and that of heroic Orange,
battling for right against deceitful, ruthless might. Thus
do we encounter once more the perpetual reproductions
of History.” But let us hasten to close these observations,
by referring to & few of the contrasts distinguishing, so
remarkably, from one another these two great movements
in the history of constitutional freedom, which, in several
respects, are 8o entirely similar.

VOL. XV., No. 1.—20
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1. The present struggle is certainly by far the greater
in that which is at stake.

The Netherland provinces were not the peculiar home of
constitutional freedom in that day; but Americans have
long been accustomed to boast that in our age she hasbeen
dwelling peculiarly upon this continent. It has long been
conceded, that the brightest hopes of mankind for this
world have attached themselves to the republican institu-
tions of North America. Holland was little and obscure at
the time of her struggle for chartered rights, and had she
perished, the cause of regulated liberty had not been either
disgraced or overthrown. But to these western shores, the
eyes of thousands in older countries have been long turned,
with mingled hope and fear. They have watched the solu-
tion of the American problem, anxious beyond measure to
have it demonstrated that, under certain favorable circum-
stances, man is capable of what is called self-government.

There can be no doubt that the best friends, the most
intelligent and sincere friends, of true liberty in Europe,
are now full of disquiet for their sacred caumse. They
behold their best hopes and the dearest temporal interests
of mankind in jeopardy. Lord Brougham (no friend to the
Bouth) said recently in Parliament, that, “gloss it over as
they might, the war threatens fatal results to the character
of the American people.” It is perceived in Europe, that
the government at Washington tramples under foot equally
the constitutions of states and the personal franchises of
individuals ; that they are denying to the men of this
Confederacy what is asserted in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence—the right of every free people to abjure a
government not of their own consent; and that their out-
ery of rebellion against us, and their attempt to force upon
us & continuance of the Union, against our will, is a renun-
ciation of the principles of the Americans of 1776, and an
unworthy imitation of the mad and wicked attempts of
British tyranny at that time. The friends of eonstitational
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liberty in Europe know how unjust, as well as absurd, is
the very idea of restoring the American Union by force.
They know that a republic by coercion is an impossibility.
They stand aghast at the thought of all these Confederate
States being reduced to the condition of subject provinces,
simply because they do not choose any longer alliance with
the states of the North. They are not asleep to the fatal
blow which freeddm’s cause, the world over, must receive,
should so dire a project be crowned with success.

It is such considerations as these which set forth the real
importance of the struggle now carried on by us for our
chartered rights and immunities. Europe does not yet
perceive, but it may one day be made plain to her intelli-
gent and honest statesmen, that it is the Confederate States
which, on this continent, are the only assertors of freedom’s
grand and precious cause; and that here, in the South,
the slaveholding South, here, after all, dwells the largest,
truest, healthiest liberty in this western hemisphere: lib-
erty not for all, but for the largest possible number; liberty
for all capable of using liberty well; liberty for all to whom
liberty would be any blessing.

2. There is a striking contrast between these two strug-
gles, as to their scale and dimensions. The Netherlands were
invaded only by hundreds, and tens of hundreds. Our foe
boasts of having sent into our country seven hundred
thousand soldiers, and is now calling for three hundred
thousand more. There is no end to the number of ships,
also, employed to cut us off from intercourse with the rest
of mankind, and to penetrate our country with agents and
means of terror and destruction. 'What quantities of pow-
der and shot, what countless numbers of shells, of every
sort and size, have been used against us! What vast ex-
penses have been assumed to carry on this invasion!
Philip’s war cost him, for military expenses, seven millions
of dollars per year. Abraham Lincoln’s government, it is
declared on the floor of their own Congress, have had to
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expend, for fourteen months past, that much about every
three days!

8. The undertaking of our author’s countrymen is in
striking contrast with that of Philip of Spain, in the im-
measurably greater obstacles which they have cheerfully
encountered. It will be for some future Motley—some
philosophic historian of another age—to determine whether
this Herculean effort illustrates better their courage or their
cupidity.

It is manifest that all the material conditions of success
were with the Spaniards. “ Who could suppose,” well
remarks Mr. Motley, “that upon that slender sand-bank,
that narrow tongue of half-submerged earth, one hundred
and twenty miles in length, and varying in breadth from
four to forty miles, one man, backed by the population of
a handful of cities, could do battle nine years long with the
master of two worlds, the ‘Dominator of Asia, Africa, and
America,’ the despot of the fairest realms of Europe—and
conquer him at last? Nor was William entirely master of
that narrow shoal. North and South Holland were cut
in two by the loss of Harlem, while the enemy was in
possession of the natural capital of the little country, Am-
sterdam.”

‘Was it madness in Philip to suppose that he could sub-
jugate three millions of Netherlanders, united heartily
against him? It was some excuse for his folly that he
knew that they were inhabitants of a handful of cities, and
their country a few petty and insignificant provinces. But
now the world looks on and sees the ¢universally edu-
cated,” the ‘“shrewd,” ¢“smart,” “cute,” Yankee nation,
rushing headlong into the serious endeavor to subjugate
ten millions of people, inhabitants of half this continent of
North America ! :

Again: William’s soldiers were chiefly mercenaries, and
could never stand in the open plain against their accom-
plished enemies. For the soldiers of Philip were of ¢ro-
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mantic valor, unflinching fortitude, and consummate war-
like ekill.”” It followed that the Hollanders were always
beaten whenever it came to a fair and open fight on land,
although ever superior at sea. In the present case, no
comparison on the sea is admissible, for obvious reasons.
But how is it on the land—how is it all over that mighty
breadth of states which it is attempted to overrun, and to
subdue and possess? The defence of our soil is in the
hands of natives, or of men who have adopted our country
for their own. It is the children of this soil, it is the own-
ers of this land, that have banded together as one man to
withstand invasion and rapine. And where, in a single
instance during this war, have the men of the South not
shewn themselves able, by the blessing and favor of God,
to conquer their foes against odds in any fair and open
field ?

Again: the Netherlander had been, to a large extent, a
freeman, and was contending for privileges and charters
long enjoyed by him, such as they were. This made his
registance to Philip’s attempt at subjugation so spirited
and so stubborn. But the people of this Confederacy are
the natural-born heirs of British freedom in all its fulness,
and have enjoyed, moreover, for eighty years and more, all
the rights and immunities of American citizens. What is
-yet more to the point in hand, they have long been them-
selves the masters of a subject race. To bring freemen of
this kind and of this character under a domination, of all
others on the face of the earth the most despicable and
odious to them, this is the stupendous enterprise in which
the Lincoln government has engaged !

The natural conditions of success were, indeed, all with
the Spaniards, except the great, controlling one of their
being opposed by a thoroughly roused, and united, and de-
termined people. But the moral conditions of success,
such as justice, and truth, and right, were with the Hol-
landers. In the case of our' Confederacy, we have both
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the moral conditions and the natural conditions of success
all for us. If nothing else would wear out our foe, the
country where we dwell will do it. If nothing else would
bring him to a state of exhausted weakness, his invading
this land of ours will do it. His million of soldiers will
melt away like snow upon our fields. But were our coun-
try not fitted as it is to devour an invading host—were it
far smaller, and far healthier, and far more densely popu-
lated than it is, the one circumstance of our people being
go united in their purpose, would still make the Yankee
scheme a perfectly hopeless one.

Deeply impressed ourselves with the example of patient,
cheerful, heroic endurance furnished us by Orange and his
Netherland countrymen, we have essayed to set it before
our readers, as, perhaps, the best service we could possibly
render at this time to the cause of our country. On the
25th of April, 1568, William’s first army, of three thousand
men, are shamefully beaten by half their own number of
Spaniards. On the 18th of the following July, his second
army, of twenty-five hundred, is cut to pieces, scarce three
hundred escaping. On the 21st of July, Count Louis is
totally routed at Jemmingen, and the Spanish loss in the
fight is but seven, against as many thousands of William'’s
men. Yet do not these terrible reverses dishearten the hero.
At his own expense, and by almost superhuman exertions,
he gathers another army, of nearly thirty thousand soldiers;
but the masterly tactics of Alva baffle all his schemes of
battle, and in about one month this army of wretched mer-
cenaries also disbands, and the campaign ends miserably
for the Prince and his cause. But if the year 1568 was
dark, yet darker for the Reformed were those of 1569 and
1570. William had gone with his brothers, Louis and
Henry, to join the banner of the Huguenots, in France.
Condé was killed and Coligny overthrown, and William
found himself again in Germany, without funds to raise
new levies, nor yeét to relieve himself from the annoying
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claims of those he had been compelled to disband. But
even now his spirit is unbroken; and while he compre-
hends his own weakness, he is still full of lofty courage and
humble confidence in God. . Not yet, however, has he
sounded the profoundest depths of reverse and misfortune.
In 1572, at the head of & new army, justly sanguine of
French help, reasonably confident that Alva is now at
length in his power, suddenly the earthquake of St. Bar-
tholemew’s day scatters all his well-matured plans, and
blasts all his legitimate hopes. His mercenaries once more
mautiny, and his army again dissolves. And many of the
towns and cities of Belgium, which had been quick to raise
his successful standard, now disown his cause, and hasten
to return to their old allegiance.

These Confederate States have had their reverses, too,
and by these reverses their overweening pride and self-
confidence have been humbled. This single result has,
perhaps, fully compensated for all our sufferings and losses.
Sweet are the uses of adversity—wholesome the lessons of
necessary discipline. God of our fathers, and our God,
grant in mercy that we be not now again unduly uplifted
by the great victories vouchsafed our army in Virginia.
But what have our reverses been, at any period since the
war began, in comparison with those borne by the heroic
Dautch with such sublime fortitude ?
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Silent leges inter arma. In a sense quite different is this
true, from that in which the words were pronounced by
the Romamn orator in his defence of Milo. He affirmed it
of the observance of laws, and not of the principles which
are their basis. Literature and science, the quiet studies
of the scholar, and the profound researches of the philoso-
pher and jurist, are unheeded amid the din of war. When
the halcyon days of peace return, it may again be said,
Cedunt arma toge, and the sword will be beaten into the
plough-share once more, and the spear into the pruning-
hook. But when there is on the earth distress of nations,
with perplexity, the waves and the sea roaring, and men’s
hearts failing them for fear and for looking after those
things which are coming upon the earth, it requires an ab-
sorption in study, like that of Archimedes at the capture of
Syracuse, to enable one to hold on his way in the ordinary
pursuits of the scholar. Halls of learning are deserted of
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their votaries ; professor and pupil, and in many instances
the minister and men of his charge, have gone forth to do
battle for their country. And the voice of wailing over
our slain is heard amid the triumphs of victory. He alone
can command attention who discourses on some topic
directly connected with this great struggle.

In ordinary times, we could show to the reader’s satisfac-
tion that there are topics which cover all time and space
occupied by human beings and their acts, more important
than those things which agitate us now. Religion lifts its
voice in war and in peace, and the sacred books which are
the treasure-house of our faith and hope and consolation,
are dear to us at all times, and especially in seasons of
public sorrow. '

The first book of the canonical Scriptures we have always
esteemed as one of the most interesting and important in
the entire canon. In the same light is it regarded by the
author, the title of whose commentary we have placed at
the head of this article. The book of Genesis, or of the
beginning of the world and man, says he, is the anticipa-
tion of the Thora (or Law); and the Thora is the antici-
pation of the Old Testafnent; and this, the anticipation of
the religion of redemption; and redemption, the anticipa-
tion of the present world and its history; so that upon the
pillars of this book rests the fabric of our salvation, which
projects forward into eternity. What the four Gospels are
in the New Testament, the five books of the Law are in the
Old. The parallel strikes deep. The Gospel of Matthew
agrees, at its commencement, with the Genesis of the Old
Testament. It is the gigroc yevésews *Ingod Xpiarot; and the
Gospel of John has 8o near a relationship with no Old Tes-
tament book as it has with Deuteronomy. Not merely
their beginnings, but the beginning and the end of the
Old and New Testament canon coincide. Genesis and .the
Apocalypse, the Alpha and Omega of the canonical Serip-
ture, run into each other, forming a complete circle. The
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creation of the present heavens and the present earth upon
the first pages of Genesis, answers to the creation of the
new heavens and the new earth upon the last pages of the
Apocalypse ; the first creation, which had for its scope the
first Adam, to the new creation, which takes its beginning
from the second Adam. Thus the Holy Scripture forms a
rounded, finished whole, to show that not merely this or
that book, but also the entire canon, is the work of the
Holy Spirit. Genesis and the Law in general with its
oxd v peMdstwy, is the sacred root, the Apocalypse, the
top of the tree stretching upward into the aidv péidwv.
Again: he claims that it is an exceedingly important
book, on account of its rich contents. What is true of
the entire Thora (or Law), is true of Genesis, that it is
an unexhausted sea of knowledge, a mine of treasured
wisdom not yet lifted to the light, a casket of undiscovered
gems and mysteries, for which reason the Lord (Matt. 5: 18)
says that ere heaven and earth shall pass away, every igra
and every zxepaic awaits its fulfilment. Nkl pulchrius
Genesi, nihil utilius, Luther takes pains to say, in reference
to its wealth of contents. Indeed, Church exposition has
always applied itself with more especial fondness to Genesis
than to the other books of the Thora, though a path lies
still before it, further than the eye can reach, to the com-
plete understanding of it. The means of understanding and
verifying this book lie not only in the depths of the soul,
‘but in the depths of the earth, also, into which the descrip-
tion of the primeval world descends; and not merely the
walls of Egyptian temples and catacombs, but the customs
of the Tungusians and Delawares, not merely the rubbish
of Babylonish ruins and the buried monuments of ancient
Assyria, but the heights of the Himalaya and the depths
of the Dead Sea, aid in the interpretation of this peculiar
book. Its historical contents stretch over a term of two
thousand three hundred years; or, more exactly, two thou-
sand three hundred and six years, from the creation to the
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death of Joseph. If we divide the whole history into the
two great halves of a history of the primeval world and a
" history of the contemporaneous period, separated by the
introduction of sin and the counsel of redemption conse-
quent thereon, then the three first chapters contain a com-
plete history of the primeval world; and the history of the
author’s own times follows, in three periods, of which the
first reaches from the fall to the flood (ch. 4-8 : 14); the
second from the covenant with Noah to the confusion of
tongues and the dispersion of nations (ch. 8: 15—ch. 11); the
third from the vocation of Abraham to the settlement of
Jacob’s family in Egypt (ch. 12-50). These are the three
first stages in the history of salvation, according to which,
in divine mercy, universal and national history assumes
its form. This universal and national historical foundation
of the history of salvation gives to Genesis a richness of
contents incomparable within the canonical literature.

The author argues the exceeding importance of this book
from its very high antiquity in comparison with the litera-
ture cof other nations, and even this inspires us with confi-
dence in it. The Vedas in their present form were probably
not composed after the seventh century before Christ, but
were written not much earlier than this; the Rigveda only,
‘Wilson, after the example of Colebrooke, removes back to
the fourteenth or fifteenth century before Christ, and there-
fore to the Moshic period, yet by a very unsafe conjecture.
Of the Zend-books, those written in the later dialect, accord-
ing to the investigations of Spiegel, belong to about the
time of Alexander the Great; those in the older dialect
are, notwithstanding this, later than Artaxerxes the Third,
and scarcely as old as Cyrus. None of these books pro-
ceeded from Zoroaster himself. The Schuking of Con-
futse (Confucius) is of the sixth century before Christ.
The question whether it contains older fragments, is, ac-
cording to Gutzlaft’s statement, still undecided. Only a
few Egyptian papyri can measure in antiquity with the
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Thora, and these, in comparison with it, are only annalistic
fragments of limited contents. The Thora is a many-
membered historical work, possessing unity of plan, em-
bracing the entire world, and dating back to the sixteenth
century before Christ, to which only a few of the papyrus
rolls in the Egyptian collections at London, Turin, Leyden,
and Berlin, reach back.

In words of similarimport to these, does Delitzsch speak
of the importance of the book of Genesis. Indeed, if it
did not stand at the vestibule of the inspired Scriptures,
how almost inexplicable would the whole volume which
opens the plan of redemption be to us, and how many
questions of interest to ourselves and to the entire race, as
to the world and man, as to our moral disease and its rem-
edy, as to the origin of nations and the Church of God,
would be incapable of solution.

From the highest and sublimest summits of our New
Testament Scriptures, we may well say, with Gregory
of Nazianzen, “ Let us descend to Moses, the Ocean of
Theology, from which come all the rivers and every sea.”
Hllpds Mwucéa xaraBaivwpev, tov tijs Seoloyiac dreavdv, é& ob mdvres
morapol xal wdea ddiassa. KFor, as every portion of the New
Testament presupposes the Old, so does every portion of
the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments presuppose
this sacred book, in which the sources, if not of their wis-
dom, yet of their just interpretation, are found.

The interpretation of Genesis has reflected the different
periods of Old Testament exegesis. The theological in-
terpretation began with the Church Fathers, but was per-
verted and obscured by a foolish fondness for allegory. In
Augustine, for example, against the Manicheans, the story
of Eden is lost in clouds and vapor. Paradise stands for
the felicity of man, the four streams are the four virtues, the
coats of skins are a life of immortality, the cherubim are the
plenitude of knowledge, the flaming sword is temporal punish-
ment. He, however, afterwards, in his retractions, admits
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that he had carried the figurative interpretation too far.
The Middle Ages followed chiefly in the same track. By
insisting on this spiritualizing and ethical method, all true
exegesis was rendered impossible. The period of the Ref-
ormation, on the contrary, brought the verbal seuse into
favor, the word being valued as containing an exhaustless
fulness of truth. The Holy Spirit, says Luther, is the sim-
plest writer and speaker in heaven or in earth. His words
can have no more than one simple sense, the one right,
chief sense, which the letters give. His Latin Commen-
tary on Genesis, which embodies his lectures on this
book continued through a period of ten years and fin-
ished three months before his death, is the precious and
ripe fruit of a true spiritual recognition of the letter of
the Old Testament, and marks an era in Old Testament
exegesis. But Calvin's distinguished gift for exegetical
labors, his sagacious and penetrating mind, his earnestness
of soul, and his knowledge which had its root in a deep
experience of the things of God, give an unspeakable value
to his Commentary on this book. In him the theological
exposition of the Pentateuch reached its height. The Com-
mentaries of these two reformers, contain more than all
the Church Fathers put together; and in theological inter-
pretation, in which Calvin especially excels, more than all
who have followed after.

The Commentaries of Calovius acd Gerhard among the
Lutherans, and of John Mercerus among the Calvinists,
are to be mentioned with respect. On the contrary, the
two Arminian interpreters, Grotius and Le Clere, regard
Genesis from a mere deistical point of view—from one
almost profane—and wholly foreign from that which reigns
throughout the Old Testament Scriptures. Between these
two writers appeared the celebrated work of Spencer, at that
time lead of Corpus Christi College at Cambridge. This
work, which has had no small influence on subsequent wri-
ters, traces the rites of the Mosaic ritual to a heathen origin,
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and holds that they were adopted by God to meet the su-
perstitious feelings of the Jews, because they were conse-
crated by long use among many nations, and some of them
He knew to be “endurable trifles.” He held it to be proba-
ble that (God delivered some things of peculiar sanctity
under the veil of symbols and types, on account of a sim-
ilar custom among the wise men of heathen nations, es-
pecially the Egyptians. He thus gave to all these rites a
low and human origin ; they were adopted by God on the
low ground of expediency, and not with the view of fore-
shadowing the great atoning work which was to be accom-
plished in the person of His Son, and of setting forth our
need of redemption through His blood.

Le Clerc (Clericus) followed in the same line. He takes
a low view of all the peculiarities of the Sacred Scriptures.
Circumcision is, in his apprehension, a rite so inconvenient,
so devoid of decency, contributing so little to good morals,
that it could not have been instituted by the Most High.
Abraham had witnessed it in Egypt, and was favorably im-
pressed by it; and out of condescension to our weakness,
He commanded its practice. He suggests that the tree of
life was probably a tree of medicinal virtue, and the tree
of knowl