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PREFACE.

The present translation of the Catechetical Lectures of S. Cyril of Jerusalem is based

on a careful revision of the English translation published in the " Library of the Fathers

of the Holy Catholic Church," with a most interesting Preface by John Henry Newman,
dated from Oxford, The Feast of St. Matiheio, 1838.

In his Preface Mr. Newman stated with respect to the translation " that for almost the

whole of it the Editors were indebted to Mr. Church, Fellow of Oriel College." Mr. Church

was at that time a very young man, having taken his First Class in Michaelmas Term, 1836 ;

and this his first published work gave abundant promise of that peculiar felicity of expression,

which made him in maturer life one of the most perfect masters of the English tongue.

Having received full liberty to make such use of his translation as I might deem most

desirable for the purpose of the present Edition, I have been obliged to exercise my own
judgment both in preserving much of Dean Church's work unaltered, and in revising it

wherever the meaning of the original appeared to be less perfectly expressed.

In this constant study and use of Dean Church's earliest work I have had always before

my mind a grateful and inspiring remembrance of one whose friendship it was my great

privilege to enjoy during the few last saddened years of his saintly and noble life.

In the notes of this Edition one of my chief objects has been to illustrate S. Cyril's

teaching by comparing it with the works of earlier Fathers to whom he may have been

indebted, and with the writings of his contemporaries.

In the chapters of the Introduction which touch on S. Cyril's doctrines of Baptism,

Chrism, and the Holy Eucharist, I have not attempted either to criticise or to defend his

teaching, but simply to give as faithful a representation as I could of his actual meaning.

The Eastern Church had long before S. Cyril's day, and still has its own peculiar Sacramental

doctrines, which, notwithstanding the efforts of rival theologians, can never be reduced to

exact conformity with the tenets of our own or other Western Churches.

The Indices have been revised, and large additions made to the lists of Greek words,

and of texts of Scripture. E. H. G.

Oxford,
26 May, 1893.
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I NTRODUCTI ON.

CHAPTER I.

Life of S. Cyril.

The works of S. Cyril of Jerusalem owe much of their peculiar interest and value to

the character of the times in which he wrote. Bora a few years before the outbreak of

Arianism in a.d. 318, he lived to see its suppression by the Edict of Theodosius, 380,

and to take part in its condemnation by the Council of Constantinople in the following year.

The story of Cyril's life is not told in detail by any contemporary author ; in his

own writings there is little mention of himself; and the Church historians refer only to

the events of his manhood and old age. We have thus no direct knowledge of his early

years, and can only infer from the later circumstances of his life what may probably have

been the nature of his previous training. The names of his parents are quite unknown
;

but in the Greek Menaea, or monthly catalogues of Saints, and in the Roman Martyrology

for the 1 8th day of March, Cyril is said to have been "born of pious parents, professing

the orthodox Faith, and to have been bred up in the same, in the reign of Constantino."

This account of his parentage and education derives some probability from the fact

that Cyril nowhere speaks as one who had been converted from paganism or from any

heretical sect. His language at the close of the vii"' Lecture seems rather to be inspired

by gratitude to his own parents for a Christian education :
" The first virtuous observance in

a Christian is to honour his parents, to requite their trouble, and to provide with all his

power for their comfort : for however much we may repay them, yet we can never be

to them what they as parents have been to us. Let them enjoy the comfort we can give, and

strengthen us with blessings."

One member only of Cyril's family is mentioned by name, his sister's son Gelasius,

who was appointed by Cyril to be Bishop of Caesarea on the death of Acacius, a.d. 366 aW.

Cyril himself was probably born, or at least brought up, in or near Jerusalem, for it

was usual to choose a Bishop from among the Clergy over whom he was to preside,

a preference being given to such as were best known to the people generally \

That Cyril, whether a native of Jerusalem or not, had passed a portion of his childhood

there, is rendered probable by his allusions to the condition of the Holy Places before they

were cleared and adorned by Constantino and Helena. He seems to speak as an eye-witness

of their former state, when he says that a few years before the place of the Nativity at

Bethlehem had been wooded^, that the ])lace where Christ was crucified and buried was

a garden, of which traces were still remaining 3, that the wood of the Cross had been

distributed to all nations *, and that before the decoration of the Holy Sepulchre by

Constantine, there was a cleft or cave before the door of the Sepulchre, hewn out of the

» Bingham, 7'/ie Antii/uities ofthe Christian Church, Book II. c. lo, § 2. » Cat. xii. 20. The wood Iiad been cleared

awny about sixteen years before this Lecture was delivered. 3 Cat. xiii. 32 ; xlv. 5.

4 Cat. iv. 10 ; X. 19 : xiii. 4. Gre^or. Nyss. Baptism of Christ, p. 520, in this Scries : " Tlie wood of the Cross is of saving

efficacy for all men, though it is, as I am informed, a piece of a poor tree, less valuable than most trees are."

VOL. VII. b



u INTRODUCTION.

rock itself, but now no longer to be seen, 1)ecause the outer cave liad been cut away for

the sake of the recent adornments s.

This work was undertaken l)y Constantine after the year 326 a.d. <^; and if Cyril

spoke from remembrance of what he had himself seen, he could hardly have been less

than ten or twelve years old, and so must have been born not later, perhaps a few years

earlier, than 315 A.n.

The tradition that Cyril had been a monk and an ascetic was probably founded upon

the passages in which he seems to speak as one who had himself belonged to the order

of Solitaries, and shared the glory of chastity 7. We need not, however, suppose that the

"Solitaries" {fiomCovra) of whom he speaks were either hermits living in remote and desert

places, or monks secluded in a monastery : they commonly lived in cities, only in separate

houses, and frequented the same Churches with ordinary Christians. To such a life

of perpetual chastity, strict asceticism, and works of charity, Cyril may probably, m accord-

ance with the custom of the age, have been devoted from early youth.

A more important question is that which relates to the time and circumstances of his

ordination as Deacon, and as Priest, matters closely connected with some of the chief troubles

of his later life.

That he was ordained Deacon by Macarius, Bishop of Jerusalem, who died in 334

or 335, may be safely inferred from the unfriendly notice of S. Jerome, C/iron. ann. 349

(350 A.D.) :
" Cyril having been ordained Priest by Maximus, and after his death permitted

by Acacius, Bishop of Csesarea, and the other Arian Bishops, to be made Bishop on

condition of repudiating his ordination by Maximus, served in the Church as a Deacon
:
and

after he had been paid for this impiety by the reward of the Episcopate {Sacerdotii), he by

various plots harassed Heraclius, whom Maximus when dying had substituted in his own

place, and degraded him from Bishop to Priest."

From this account, incredible as it is in the main, and strongly marked by personal

prejudice, we may conclude that Cyril had been ordained Deacon not by Maximus, but by

his predecessor Macarius; for otherwise he would have been compelled to renounce his

Deacon's Orders, as well as his Priesthood.

Macarius died in or before the year 335 ; for at the Council of Tyre, assembled in that

year to condemn Athanasius, Maximus sat as successor to Macarius in the See of Jerusalem ^

This date is confirmed by the fact that after the accession of Maximus, a great assembly of

Bishops was held at Jerusalem in the year 335, for the dedication of the Church of the Holy

Resurrection 9.

It thus appears that Cyril's ordination as Deacon cannot be put later than 334 or the

beginning of 335.

Towards the close of the latter year the Bishops who had deposed Athanasius at the

Council of Tyre proceeded to Jerusalem " to celebrate the Tricennalia of Constantine's

reign by consecrating his grand Church on Mount Calvary '." On that occasion '* Jerusalem

became the gathering point for distinguished prelates from every province, and the whole

city was thronged by a vast assemblage of the servants of God In short, the whole of

Syria and Mesopotamia, Phoenicia and Arabia, Palestine, Egypt, and Libya, with the dwellers

in the Thebaid, all contributed to swell the mighty concourse of God's ministers, followed as

they were by vast numbers from every province. Tliey were attended by an imperial escort,

and officers of trust had also been sent fiom the palace itself, with instructions to heighten

the splendour of the festival at the Emperor's expensed" Eusebius proceeds to describe

5 Cat. xiv. 9. * Eusebius, Vita Const, iii. 29 ff. 7 Cat. xii. i, 33, 34. Compare iv. 24, note 8

if Ifcfele, History of Councils, ii. 17 ; Sozom. II. E. ii. 25. 9 Euseb. Vita Const, iv. 43.

\ Robertson, Prolegomena to Athauasins, p. xx.xix 2 Euscb, V.C iv. 43.



LIFE OF S. CYRIL. Ml

the splendid banquets, the lavish distribution of money and clothes to the naked and

destitute, the offerings of imperial magnificence, the " intellectual feast " of the many Bishops'

discourses, and last, not least, his own " various public orations pronounced in honour of

this solemnity." Among the Clergy taking part in this gorgeous ceremony, the newly

ordained Deacon of the Church of Jerusalem would naturally have his place. It was

a scene which could not fail to leave a deep impression on his mind, and to influence

his attitude towards the contending parties in the great controversy by which the Church

was at this time distracted. He knew that Athanasius had just been deposed, he had seen

Arius triumphantly restored to communion in that august assembly of Bishops " from every

province," with his own Bishop JNIaximus, and Eusebius of Cfesarea, the Metropolitan, at

their head. It is much to the praise of his wisdom and steadfastness that he was not

misled by the notable triumph of the Arians to join their faction or adopt their tenets.

In September, 3^6, Athanasius returning from his second exile at Treves passed through

Jerusalem. The aged Bishop IMaximus, who had been induced to acquiesce in the con-

demnation of Athanasius at Tyre, and in the solemn recognition of Arius at Jerusalem, had

afterwards refused to join the Eusebians at Antioch in 341, for the purpose of confirming the

sentence passed at Tyre, and now gave a cordial welcome to Athanasius, who thus describes

his reception 3 ;
" As I passed through Syria, I met with the Bishops of Palestine, who, when

they had called a Council at Jerusalem, received me cordially, and themselves also sent me
on my way in peace, and addressed the following letter to the Church and the Bishops 1"

The letter congratulating the Egyptian Bishops and the Clergy and people of Alexandria on

the restoration of their Bishop is signed first by ]\Liximus, who seems to have acted without

reference to the Metropolitan Acacius, successor of Eusebius as Bishop of Csesarea, and

a leader of the Arians, a bitter enemy of Athanasius. Though Cyril in his writings never

mentions Athanasius or Arius by name, we can hardly doubt that, as Touttee suggests s,

he must at this time have had an opportunity of learning the true character of the questions

in dispute between the parties of the great heresiarch and his greater adversary.

We have already learned from Jerome that Cyril was admitted to the Priesthood by

Maximus. There is no evidence of the exact date of his ordination : but we may safely

assume that he was a Priest of some years' standing, when the important duty of preparing

the candidates for Baptism was intrusted to him in or about the year 348 ^. There appears

to be no authority for the statement {Diet Chr. Antiq. ''^Catechumens," p. 319 a), that

"the Catecheses of Cyril of Jerusalem were delivered by him partly as a Deacon, partly as

a Presbyter 7."

At the very time of delivering the lectures, Cyril was also in the habit of preaching

to the general congregation on the Lord's day^, when the candidates for Baptism were

especially required to be presents. In the Church of Jerusalem it was still the custom

for sermons to be preached by several Presbyters in succession, the Bishop preaching last.

From Cyril's Homily on the Paralytic (§ 20) we learn that he preached immediately before the

Bishop, and so must have held a distinguished position among the Priests. This is also

implied in the fact, that within three or four years after delivering his Catechetical Lectures

to the candidates for Baptism, he was chosen to succeed Maximus in the See of Jerusalem.

The date of his consecration is approximately determined by his own letter to Constantius

concerning the appearance of a luminous cross in the sky at Jerusalem. The letter was

written on the 7th of May, 351, and is described by Cyril as the first-fruit of his Episcopate.

He must therefore have been consecrated in 350, or early in 351.

3 AJ>olos- contra Arian. § 57. 4 Cf. Ath.nn. Hist. Arian. § 25.

5 Introductory note to Cyril's Letter to Constantius, § x. * On the exact date of the Lectures, see below, ch. ix.

7 See more below on the office of " Catechist," ch. if. §2. ^ Cat. x. i.^. 9 Cat. i, 6,

b 3



IV INTRODUCTION.

Socrates and Sozomcn agree in the assertion that Acacius, Patrophilus the Arian Bishop

of Scythopolis, and their adherents ejected Maximus and put Cyril in his placed*. But ac-

cording to the statement of Jerome already quoted 9'' Maximus, when dying, had not only

nominated Heraclius to be his successor, which, with the consent of the Clergy and people,

was not unusual, but had actually established him as Bishop in his stead {in suiim loctun

substitHcrai). The two accounts are irreconcileable, and both improbable. Touttee argues

not without reason, that the consecration of Heraclius, which Jerome attributes to Maximus,

would have been opposed to the right of the people and Clergy to nominate their own

Bishop, and to the authority of the Metropolitan and other B.ishops of the province, by

whom the choice was to be confirmed and the consecration performed, and that it had

moreover been expressly forbidden seven years before by the 23rd Canon of the Council of

Antioch.

Still more improbable is the charge that Cyril had renounced the priesthood conferred

on him by Maximus, and after serving in the Church as a Deacon, had been rewarded by

the Episcopate, and then himself degraded Heraclius from Bishop to Priest. As a solution

of these difficulties, it is suggested by Reischl9^ that Cyril had been designated in the lifetime

of Maximus as his successor, and after his decease had been duly and canonically consecrated,

but had incurred the calumnious charges of the party opposed to Acacius and the Eusebians,

because he was supposed to have bound himself to them by accepting consecration at their

hands. This view is in some measure confirmed by the fact that " in the great controversy

of the day Cyril belonged to the Asiatic party, Jerome to that of Rome. In the Meletian

schism also they took opposite sides, Cyril supporting Meletius, Jerome being a warm

adherent of Paulinus '," by whom he had been recently ordained Priest. It is also worthy

of notice that Jerome's continuation of the Chronicle of Eusebius was written at Con-

stantinople in 380—381, the very time when the many injurious charges fabricated by

Cyril's bitter enemies were most industriously circulated in popular rumour on the eve of

a judicial inquiry by the second general Council which met there in 381, under the presidency

of Meletius, Cyril, and Gregory of Nazianzum 2. Had Jerome written of Cyril a year or two

later, he must have known that these calumnies had been emphatically rejected by the Synod

of Constantinople (382) consisting of nearly the same Bishops who had been present at the

Council of the preceding year. In their Synodical letter 3 to Pope Damasus they wrote : "And

of the Church in Jerusalem, which is the Mother of all the Churches, we notify that the most

reverend and godly Cyril is Bishop : who was long ago canonically appointed by the Bishops

of the Province, and had many conflicts in various places against the Arians."

The beginning of Cyril's Episcopate was marked by the appearance of a bright Cross in

the sky, about nine o'clock in the morning of Whitsunday, the 7th of May, 351 a.d.

Brighter than the sun, it hung over the hill of Golgotha, and extended to Mount Olivet, being

visible for many hours. The whole population of Jerusalem, citizens and foreigners. Chris-

tians and Pagans, young and old, flocked to the Church, singing the praises of Christ, and

hailing the phtenomenon as a sign from heaven confirming the truth of the Christian religion.

Cyril regarded the occasion as favourable for announcing to the Emperor Constantius the

commencement of his Episcopate ; and in his extant letter described the sign as a proof of

God's favour towards the Empire and its Christian ruler. The piety of his father Constantine

had been rewarded by the discovery of the true Cross and the Holy places : and now the

greater devotion of the Son had won a more signal manifestation of Divine ajjproval.

^"^ Socr. II. E. ii. 38; Soz. iv. 20. The Piisliops of Palestine, except two or three, haJ received Atlianasius most corJially a few

years before (Athan. Hist. Arian. § 25). 9'' p. ii. 9"= Vol. I. p. xli. note.

> Did. Clir. Biogr. " Cyiilliis," p. 7C1 : and for the Molctian SchiMii, sec " Meletius," " Paulinus," " Vitalius."

» Hefele, ii. 344. 3 Thcodoret, Hist. Eccl. v. 9.



LIFE OF S. CYRIL

The letter ends with a prayer that God may grant to the Emperor long to reign as the
protector of the Church and of the Empire, " ever glorifying the Holy and Consubstantial
Trinity, our true God." The word ofxooCaiov, it is alleged, had not at this time been
accepted by Cyril, and its use has therefore been thought to cast doubt upon the genuineness
of this final prayer, which is nevertheless maintained by the Benedictine Editor 4. The letter

as a whole is certainly genuine, and the phenomenon is too strongly attested by the historians

of the period to be called in question. While, therefore, we must reject Cyril's explanation,

we have no reason to suspect him of intentional misrepresentation. A parhelion, or other

remarkable phenomenon, of which the natural cause was at that time unknown, might well

appear " to minds excited by the struggle between the Christian Faith and a fast-declining

heathenism to be a miraculous manifestation of the symbol of Redemption, intended to

establish the Faith and to confute its gainsayers s."

The first few years of Cyril's episcopate fell within that so-called "Golden Decade,"

346—355, which is otherwise described as "an uneasy interval of suspense rather than of

peace ^" Though soon to be engaged in a dispute with Acacius concerning the privileges of

their respective Sees, Cyril seems to have been in the interval zealous and successful in

promoting the peace and prosperity of his own Diocese.

We learn from a letter of Basil the Great that he had visited Jerusalem about the year

357, when he had been recently baptized, and was preparing to adopt a life of strict asceticism.

He speaks of the many saints whom he had there embraced, and of the many who had fallen

on their knees before him, and touched his hands as holy 7,— signs, as Touttee suggests, of a

flourishing state of religion and piety. Cyril's care for the poor, and his personal poverty,

were manifested by an incident, of which the substantial truth is proved by the malicious use

to which it was afterwards perverted. "Jerusalem and the neighbouring region being visited

with a famine, the poor in great multitudes, being destitute of necessary food, turned their

eyes upon Cyril as their Bishop. As he had no money to succour them in their need, he sold

the treasures and sacred veils of the Church. It is said, therefore, that some one recognised

an offering of his own as worn by an actress on the stage, and made it his business to inquire

whence she had it, and found that it had been sold to her by a merchant, and to the merchant

by the Bishop s."

This was one of the charges brought against Cyril in the course of the disputes between

himself and Acacius, Avhich had commenced soon after he had been installed in the Bishopric

of Jerusalem. As Bishop of Ccesarea, Acacius exercised Metropolitan jurisdiction over the

Bishops of Palestine. But Cyril, as presiding over an Apostolic See, " the Mother of all the

Churches," claimed exemption from the jurisdiction of Caesarea, and higher rank than its

Bishop. It is not alleged, nor is it in any way probable, that Cyril claimed also the juris-

diction over other Bishops. The rights and privileges of his See had been clearly defined

many years before by the 7 th Canon of the Council of Nicsea: "As custom and ancient

tradition shew that the Bishop of Aelia ought to be honoured, let him have precedence in

honour, without prejudice to the proper dignity of the Metropolitical See." Eusebius?, in

reference to a Synod concerning the time of Easter, says :
" There is still extant a writing of

those who were then assembled in Palestine (about 200 a.d.), over whom Theophilus, Bishop

of Cajsarea, and Narcissus, Bishop of Jerusalem, presided." If one Synod only is here meant,

it would appear that the Bishop of Caesarea took precedence of the Bishop of Jerusalem,

which would be the natural order in a Synod held at Caesarea. Bishop Hefele, however, takes

a different view ' : " According to the Synodicon, two Synods were held in Palestine on the

4 Ejiht. ad CoHslaiitiiim—Monilum, § x. S Did. Chr. Biogr. p. 761. 6 Gwatkin, p. 74. 7 Epist. iv. p. 12.

8 So-jom. II.E. iv. 25. 9 Hist. Eccl. v. 23. ' History o/the Christian Councils, Book I. Sec. ii. c.



VI INTRODUCTION.

subject of the Easter controversy : the one at Jerusalem presided over by Narcissus, and

composed of fourteen Bishops ; and the other at Csesarea, comprising twelve Bishops, and

presided over by Theophilus." In confirmation of this view we may observe that when

next Eusebius mentions Narcissus and Theophikis, he reverses the previous order, and names

the Bishop of Jerusalem first.

However this may have been, Acacius, who as an Arian was likely to have little respect

for the Council of Nicaea, seems to have claimed both precedence and jurisdiction over

Cyril, From ^ Socrates we learn that Cyril was frequently summoned to submit to the

judgment of Acacius, but for two whole years refused to appear. He was therefore

deposed by Acacius and the other Arian Bishops of Palestine on the charge of having

sold the property of the Church, as before mentioned. Socrates, who confesses that he

does not know for what Cyril was accused, yet suggests that he was afraid to meet the accu-

sations 3. But Theodoret, a more impartial witness, says'* that Acacius took advantage

of some slight occasion (dcpop/xus) and deposed him. Sozomens also describes the accu-

sation as a pretext (eVi Trpocjida-et ToipSe), and the deposition as hastily decreed, to forestall

any countercharge of heresy by Cyril {(pddvfL Ka6i\u)v). The deposition was quickly followed

by Cyril's expulsion from Jerusalem, and a certain Eutychius was appointed to succeed him^.

Passing by Antioch, which at this time, 357—358, was left without a Bishop by the recent

decease of the aged Arian Leontius Castratus^, Cyril took refuge in Tarsus with its Bishop

the " admirable Silvanus," " one of the Semi-Arians, who, as Athanasius testifies, agreed

almost entirely with the Nicene doctrine, only taking offence at the expression ofioovaios,

because in their opinion it contained latent Sabellianism^." Cyril now sent to the Bishops who
had deposed him a formal notice that he appealed to a higher Court (/xet^oj^ eVeKaXeVdro

biKiKTTrjpiov), and his appeal was approved by the Emperor Constantiuss. Acacius, on learn-

ing the place of Cyril's retreat, wrote to Silvanus announcing his deposition. But Silvanus

out of respect both to Cyril, and to the people, who were delighted with his teaching, still

permitted him to exercise his ministry in the Church. Socrates finds fault with Cyril for his

appeal :
" In this," he says, " he was the first and only one who acted contrary to the custom

of the Ecclesiastical Canon, by having recourse to appeals as in a civil court." The reproach

implied in this statement is altogether undeserved. The question, as Touttee argues, is not

whether others had done the like before or after, but whether Cyril's appeal was in accord-

ance with natural justice, and the custom of the Church. On the latter point he refers to the

various appeals of the Donatists, of Marcellus of Ancyra, and Asclepas of Gaza, and to the

case of the notorious heretic Photinus, who after being condemned in many Councils appealed

to the Emperor, and was allowed to dispute in his presence with Basil the Great as his

opponent. Athanasius himself, in circumstances very similar to Cyril's, declined to appear

before Eusebius and a Synod of Arian Bishops at Cossarea, by whom he was condemned

A.D. 334, and appealed in person to Constantine, requesting either that a lawful Council of

Bishops might be assembled, or that the Emperor would himself receive his defence '."

In justification of Cyril's appeal it is enough to say that it Avas impossible for him to

submit to the judgment of Acacius and his Arian colleagues. They could not be impartial

in a matter where the jurisdiction of Acacius their president, and his unsoundness in the

Faith, were as much in question as any of the charges brought against Cyril. He took the

only course open to him in requesting the Emperor to remit his case to the higher juris-

3 lb. 4 lb. ii. 26.» Hist. Eccl. ii. 40.

5 H.E. iv. 25.

6 There is much uncertainty and confusion in the n.amcs of the

liishops who succeeded Cyril on tlie tluce occ.isions of liis being

deposed. His successor in 357 is said by Jerome to have been

a certain Eutychius, probably the same who was afterwards ex

communicated at Seleucia {Diet. Chr. Biogr. Eutychius i_;). The

subject is discussed at length by Touttee (Diss. I. vii.).

7 See the account of his remarkable career in the Diet. Chr.

Biogr. 8 Athan. Dc Synodis, c. xii. ; Hefelc, ii. 26a.

9 Socrates, H.E. ii. 40.

' Athan. contr. Arianos Apol. c 36: nc''ele, ii. p. 27, note.
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diction of a greater Council, and in giving formal notice of this appeal to the Bishops who
had expelled him.

While the appeal was pending, Cyril became acquainted with "the learned Bishop, Basil

of Ancyra " (Hefele), with Eustathius of Sebaste in Armenia, and George of Laodicea, the
chief leaders of the party " usually (since Epiphanius), but with some injustice, designated
Semi-Arian =." One of the charges brought against Cyril in the Council of Constantinople

(360, A.D.) was, as we shall see, that he held communion with these Bishops.

Cyril had not long to wait for the hearing of his appeal. In the year 359 the Eastern

Bishops met at Seleucia in Isauria, and the Western at Ariminum. Constantius had at

first wished to convene a general Council of all the Bishops of the Empire, but this

intention he was induced to abandon by representations of the long journeys and expense,

and he therefore directed the two Synods then assembled at Ariminum and at Seleucia " the

Rugged " to investigate first the disputes concerning the Eaith, and then to turn their

attention to the complaints of Cyril, and other Bishops against unjust decrees of deposition

and banishment 3, This order of proceeding was discussed, and after much controversy

adopted on the first day of meeting, the 27th of September •, On the second day Acacius

and his friends refused to remain unless the Bishops already deposed, or under accusation,

were excluded. Theodoret relates that " several friends of peace tried to persuade Cyril

of Jerusalem to withdraw, but that, as he would not comply, Acacius left the assembly s."

Three days afterwards, according to Sozomen, a third meeting was held at which the demand
of Acacius was complied with; "for the Bishops of the opposite party were determined that

he should have no pretext for dissolving the Council, which was evidently his object in order

to prevent the impending examination of the heresy of Aetius and of the accusations which

had been brought against him and his partisans ^." A creed put forward by Acacius having

been rejected, he refused to attend any further meetings, though repeatedly summoned to

be present at an investigation of his own charges against Cyril.

In the end Acacius and many of his friends were deposed or excommunicated. Some of

these, however, in defiance of the sentence of the Council, returned to their dioceses, as did

also the majority who had deposed them.

It is not expressly stated whether any formal decision on the case of Cyril was adopted by

the Council : but as his name does not appear in the lists of those who were deposed or ex-

communicated, it is certain that he was not condemned. It is most probable that the charges

against him were disregarded after his accuser Acacius had refused to appear, and that he re-

turned, like the others, to his diocese. But he was not to be left long in peace. Acacius and

some of his party had hastened to Constantinople, where they gained over to their cause the

chief men attached to the palace, and through their influence secured the favour of Con-

stantius, and roused his anger against the majority of the Council. But what especially stirred

the Emperor's wrath were the charges which Acacius concocted against Cyril :
" For," he said

that " the holy robe which the Emperor Constantine of blessed memory, in his desire to

honour the Church of Jerusalem, had presented to Macarius, the Bishop of that city, to be

worn when he administered the rite of Holy Baptism, all fashioned as it was with golden

threads, had been sold by Cyril, and bought by one of the dancers at the theatre, who had put

it on, and while dancing had fallen, and injured himself, and died. With such an

ally as this Cyril," he said, " they undertake to judge and pass sentence upon the rest of the

world 7,"

Ten deputies who at the close of the Council of Seleucia had been appointed to report its

- Roberlson, Piolegomena ad Athanas. ii. § 8 (2) c 3 Soz. i\. 17- -t Socrat. ii. 39. S H.E. ii. 26.

6 Sozom, iv. 22. Theocioretj H.E. ii. 23.
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proceedings to the Emperor, " met, on tlieir arrival at the Court, the deputies of the Council

of Ariminum, and likewise the partisans of Acacius^. After much controversy and many

intri-ues, a mutilated and ambiguous Creed adopted at Ariminum in which the S^ooia^c of

Nic^a was replaced by " like to the Father tliat begat Him according to the Scriptures,

and the mention of either "essence" {daia) or "subsistence" {irroaraat,) condemned 9,
was

brought forward and approved by the Emperor. " After having, on the last day of the

year 359, discussed the matter with the Bishops till far into the night ', he at length extorted

their signatures It is in this connexion that Jerome says : Ingevmit ioius orbis, et Aria-

num se esse miratus esl\" Early in the following year, 360 A.D., through the influence of

Acacius a new Synod was held at Constantinople, in which, among other Semi-Arian Bishops,

Cyril also was deposed on the charge of having held communion with Eustathius of Sebaste,

Basil of Ancyra, and George of Laodicea. Cyril, as we have seen, had become acquainted

with these Bishops during his residence at Tarsus in 358, at which time they were all zealous

opponents of Acacius and his party, but differed widely in other respects.

George of Laodicea was a profligate in morals, and an Arian at heart, whose opposition

to Acacius and Eudoxius was prompted by self-interest rather than by sincere conviction.

He had been deposed from the priesthood by Alexander, Bishop of Alexandria, both on the

ground of false doctrine, and of the open and habitual irregularities of his life. Athanasius

styles him "the most wicked of all the Arians," reprobated even by his own party for his grossly

dissolute conduct 3.

Basil of Ancyra was a man of high moral character, great learning, and powerful intellect,

a consistent opponent both of the Sabellianism of Marcellus, and of every form of Arian

and Anomoean heresy, a chief among those of whom Athanasius wrote \ " We discuss the

matter with them as brotliers with brothers, who mean what we mean, and dispute only about

the word {ojxooiaios). . . . Now such is Basil who wrote from Ancyra concerning the Faith
"

(358 A.D., the same year in which Cyril met him at Tarsus).

Eustathius is described as a man unstable in doctrine, vacillating from party to party,

subscribing readily to Creeds of various tendency, yet commanding the respect even of his

enemies by a life of extraordinary holiness, in which active benevolence was combined with

extreme austerity. "He was a man," says Mr. Gwatkin 5, "too active to be ignored, too

unstable to be trusted, too famous for ascetic piety to be lightly made an open^nemy."

S. Basil the Great, when travelling from place to place, to observe the highest forms of

ascetic life, had met with Eustathius at Tarsus, and formed a lasting friendship with a man

whom he describes as " exhibiting something above human excellence," and of whom, after

the painful dissensions which embittered Basil's later life, that great saint could say, that

from childhood to extreme old age he (Eustathius) had watched over himself with the greatest

care, the result of his self-discipline being seen in his life and character 6.

Of any intimate friendship between Cyril and these Semi-Arian leaders, we have no

evidence in the vague charges of Acacius : their common fault was that they condemned him

in the Synod of Seleucia. The true reason of Cyril's deposition, barely concealed by the

frivolous charges laid against him, Avas the hatred of Acacius, incurred by the refusal to ac-

knowledge the Metropolitan jurisdiction of the See of Csesarea. The deposition was confirmed

by Constantius, and followed by a sentence of banishment. The place of Cyril's exile is not

mentioned, nor is it known whether he joined in the protest of the other deposed Bishops,

described by S. Basil, E/is/. 75. His banishment was not of longer continuance than two

years. Constantius died on the 3rd of November, 361, and the accession of Julian was soon

8 Sozom. iv. 23. 9 Atlian. ih- Sjii. g 30, where this Creed is given in full. « S. Hilir. ii. Num. 700.

' Ilcfclc, Coinuiis, ii. 271. 3 Diet. Chr. Biosr. •» De Synodis, § 41. S The Arian Controversy, p. 135.

6 Bahil, F./'ist. 2.14. Compare Newman, Prii'acc to Catechetical Lectures, p. iv.
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followed by the recall of all the exiled Bishops, orthodox and heretical, and the restoration

of their confiscated estates 7. Julian's object, according to Socrates, was " to brand the

memory of Constantius by making him appear to have been cruel towards his subjects." An
equally amiable motive imputed to him is mentioned by Sozomen :

" It is said that he issued

this order in their behalf not out of mercy, but that through contention among themselves

the Church might be involved in fraternal strife^." Cyril, returning with the other Bishops,

seems to have passed through Antioch on his way home, and to have been well received by

the excellent Bishop Meletius.

It happened that the son of a heathen priest attached to the Emperor's Court, having

been instructed in his youth by a Deaconess whom he visited with his mother, had secretly

become a Christian. On discovering this, his father had cruelly scourged and burnt him with

hot spits on his hands, and feet, and back. He contrived to escape, and took refuge with

his friend the Deaconess. " ' She dressed me in women's garments, and took me in her

covered carriage to the divine Meletius. He handed me over to the Bishop of Jerusalem,

at that time Cyril, and we started by night for Palestine.' After the death of Julian, this

young man led his father also into the way of truth. This act he told me with the rest 9."

The next incident recorded in the life of S. Cyril is his alleged prediction of the failure of

Julian's attempt to rebuild the Temple of Jerusalem. " The vain and ambitious mind of

Julian," says Gibbon, " might aspire to restore the ancient glory of the Temple of Jerusalem.

As the Christians were firmly persuaded that a sentence of everlasting destruction had been

pronounced against the whole fabric of the Mosaic law, the Imperial sophist would have

converted the success of his undertaking into a specious argument against the faith ot

prophecy and the truth of revelation." Again he writes: "The Christians entertained

a natural and pious expectation, that in this memorable contest, the honour of religion

would be vindicated by some signal miracle \" That such an expectation may have been

shared by Cyril is not impossible : but there is no satisfactory evidence that he ventured to

foretell any miraculous interposition. According to the account of Rufinus^, "lime and

cement had been brought, and all was ready for destroying the old foundations and laying

new on the next day. But Cyril remained undismayed, and after careful consideration either

of what he had read in Daniel's prophecy concerning the 'times,' or of our Lord's predictions

in the Gospels, persisted that it was impossible that one stone should ever there be laid upon

another by the Jews." This account of Cyril's expectation, though probable enough in itself,

seems to be little more than a conjecture founded on his statement {Cat. xv. 15), that

" Antichrist will come at the time when there shall not be left one stone upon another

in the Temple of the Jews." That doom was not completed in Cyril's time, nor did

he expect it to be fulfilled until the coming of the Jewish Antichrist, who was to restore

the Temple shortly before the end of the world. It was impossible for Cyril to see in Julian

such an Antichrist as he has described ; and therefore, without any gift or pretence of

prophecy, he might very well express a firm conviction that the attempted restoration at that

time must fail. Though Gibbon is even more cynical and contemptuous than usual in his

examination of the alleged miracles, he does not attempt to deny the main facts of the story 3:

with their miraculous character we are not here concerned, but only with Cyril's conduct

on so remarkable an occasion.

In the same year, a.d. 363, Julian was killed in his Persian campaign on the 26lh of

June, and was succeeded by Jovian, whose universal tolerance, and personal profession

of the Nicene faith, though discredited by the looseness of his morals, gave an interval

7 Socr. 11. E. iii. i. 8 Sozom. II.E. v. c. 5. Compare Gibbon, Ch. xxiii. :
" The impartial Ammianus has ascribed this

affected clemency to the desire of fomenting the intestine divisions of the Church." 9 Theodoret, H.E. iii. 10.

I Gibbon, c. xxiii. 2 Ilisl. i. 37. 3 See Gibbon's remarks on the testimony of Ammianus, " a contemporary and

a Pagan, 'and on the explanation from natural causes suggested by Michaelis.
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of comparative rest to the Church. In his reign Athanasius was recalled, and Acacius

and his friends subscribed the Nicene Creed, with an explanation of the sense in which

they accepted the word o/xnovo-iof . As Cyril's name is not mentioned in any of the records

of Jovian's short reign of seven months, we may infer that he dwelt in peace at Jerusalem.

Jovian died on the 17th of February, 364, and was succeeded by Valentinian, Avho in the

following March gave over the Eastern provinces of the Empire to his brother Valcns.

During the first two years of the new reign we hear nothing of Cyril : but at the beginning of

the year 366, on the death of his old enemy Acacius, Cyril assumed the right to nominate his

successor in the See of Cresarea, and appointed a certain Philumenus s. Whether this

assumption of authority was in accordance with the 7th Canon of Nicaea may be doubted:

Cyril's choice of his nephew was, however, in after times abundantly justified by the conduct

and character of Gelasius, who is described by Theodoret as a man "distinguished by the

purity of his doctrine, and the sanctity of his life," and is quoted by the same historian as

"the admirable," and "the blessed Gelasius^."

Epiphanius relates ? that " after these three had been set up, and could do nothing on

account of mutual contentions," Euzoius was appointed by the Arians, and held the See until

the accession of Theodosius in a.d. 379, when he was deposed, and Gelasius restored. In the

meantime Cyril had been a third time deposed and driven from Jerusalem, probably in the

year 367. For at that time Valens, who had fallen under the influence of Eudoxius, the Ariau

Bishop of Constantinople, by whom he was baptized, "wrote to the Governors of the provinces,

commanding that all Bishops who had been banished by Constantius, and had again assumed

their sacerdotal offices under the Emperor Julian, should be ejected from their ChurchesV
Of this third and longest banishment we have no particulars, but we may safely apply to it the

words of the Synod at Constantinople, 382, that Cyril "had passed through very many contests

with the Arians in various places."

The terrible defeat and miserable death of Valens in the great battle against the Goths at

Adrianople (a.d. 378) brought a respite to the defenders of the Nicene doctrine. For Gralian

" disapproved of the late persecution that had been carried on for the purpose of checking the

diversities in religious Creeds, and recalled all those who had been banished on account of

their religions." Gratian associated Theodosius with himself in the Empire on the 19th of

January, 379; and "at this period," says Sozomen', "all the Churches of the East, with

the exception of that of Jerusalem, were in the hands of the Arians." Cyril, therefore, had

been one of the first to return to his own See. During his long absence the Church of

Jerusalem had been the prey both of Arianism and of the new heresy of ApoUinarius, which

had spread among the monks who were settled on Mount Olivet. Egyptian Bishops, banished

for their orthodoxy, having taken refuge in Palestine, there found themselves excluded from

communion. Jerusalem was given over to heresy and schism, to the violent strife of rival

factions, and to extreme licentiousness of morals.

Gregory of Nyssa, who had been commissioned by a Council held at Antioch in 378 to

visit the Churches in Arabia and Palestine, " because matters with them were in confusion, and
needed an arbiter," gives a mournful account both of the distracted state of the Church, and

of the prevailing corruption. " If the Divine grace were more abundant about Jerusalem

than elsewhere, sin would not be so much the fashion among those who live there ; but as it

is, there is no form of uncleanness that is not perpetrated among them ; rascality, adultery,

theft, idolatry, poisoning, quarrelling, murder, are rife." In a letter ^^ written after his return

4 SoLT. iii. 25 ; Sozom. vi. 4. 5 ICpiiilKuiius, //«•;•. 73, § 37. S ///i,'. Eccl. \. S ; J\'.i.'.^, 1. lii.

7 Iheres. Ixxiii. § 37. 8 Sozom. vi. 12. Cf. Tillemont, Meinoires, Tom. viii. p. 357 :
" As Cyril was, no doubt, then per-

scciiLed only on .-iccount of his fiimncss in the Hue I'aitli, the title of Confessor cannot be refused to him."

9 Soz. vii. I. I lb. 2. 2 Greg. Nyss. Ej>ist. .xvii. in this Series.
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to Ccxsarca in Cappadocia he asks, " What means this opposing array of new Altars? Do we

announce another Jesus? Do we produce other Scriptures? Have any of ourselves dared

to say '* Mother of Man " of the Holy Virgin, the Mother of God ?

In the year a.d, 38 i Theodosius summoned tlie Bishops of his division of the Empire to

meet in Council at Constantinople, in order to settle the disputes by which the Eastern

Church had been so long distracted, and to secure the triumph of the Nicene Faith over the

various forms of heresy which had arisen in the half-century which had elapsed since the first

General Council. Among the Bishops present were Cyril of Jerusalem, and his nephew

Gelasius, who on the death of Valens had regained possession of the See of Ceesarea from the

Arian intruder Euzoius. Cyril is described by Sozomen ^ as one of three recognised

leaders of the orthodox party, and, according to Bishop Hefele 4, as sharing the presidency

with the Bishops of Alexandria and Antioch. This latter point, however, is not clearly

expressed in the statement of Sozomen. Socrates writes that Cyril at this time recognised the

doctrine of Sfiooia-iov, having retracted his former opinion : and Sozomen says that he had at

this period renounced the tenets of the Macedonians which he previously held s. Touttee

rightly rejects these reproaches as unfounded : they are certainly opposed to all his teaching

in the Catechetical Lectures, where the doctrine of Christ's unity of essence with the Father

is fully and frequently asserted, though the term oixoovcnos is not used, and the co-equal Deity

of the Holy Ghost is everywhere maintained.

We find no further mention of Cyril in the proceedings of the Council itself. As
consisting of Eastern Bishops only, its authority was not at first acknowledged, nor its

acts approved in the Western Church. The two Synods held later in the same year

at Aquileia and at Milan, sent formal protests to Theodosius, and urged him to summon
a General Council at Alexandria or at Rome. But instead of complying with this request,

the Emperor summoned the Bishops of his Empire to a fresh Synod at Constantinople ; and

there in the summer of 382 very nearly the same Bishops were assembled who had been

present at the Council of the preceding year. Their Synodical letter addressed to the Bishops

assembled at Rome is preserved by Theodoret ^, and in it we read as follows :
" Of the

Church in Jerusalem, the IMother of all the Churches, we make known that Cyril the most

reverend and most beloved of God is Bishop ; and that he was canonically ordained long

ago by the Bishops of the province, and that he has very often fought a good fight in various

places against the Arians." Thus justice was done at last to one whose prudence, modera-

tion, and love of peace, had exposed him in those days of bitter controversy to undeserved

suspicion and relentless persecution. His justification by the Council is the last recorded

incident in Cyril's life. We are told by Jerome that he held undisturbed possession of his

See for eight years under Theodosius. The eighth year of Theodosius was a.d. 386, and

in the Roman Martyrology, the i8th of March in that year is marked as "The birthday

('Natalis,' i.e. of his heavenly life) of Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem, who after suffering many

wrongs from the Arians for the sake of the Faith, and having been several times driven

from his See, became at length renowned for the glory of sanctity, and rested in peace

:

an Ecumenical Council in a letter to Damasus gave a noble testimony to his untarnished

faith."

CHAPTER II.

Catechetical Instruction.

§ I. Catechesis. The term "Catechesis" in its widest sense includes instruction by word

of mouth on any subject sacred or profane ', but is especially applied to Christian teaching.

3 U.K. vii. 7. 4 Councils, ii. 34}. 5 Socrnt. v. 3; S;.zom. vii. 7. ^ //.A', v. 9.

' Acts xviii. 25 ; xxi. 21, 24; Rom. ii. 18 ; Gal. vi. 6. Cf. Clem. Alex. Fragin. § 28 : ovk cVti vi.<ttiv<ja.<. owu Ka.7r^x^<j(.iai,
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whether of an elementary kind appropriate to new converts, or, as in the famous Catechetical

School of Alexandria, extending to the higher interpretation of Holy Scripture, and the

exposition of Christian philosophy.

The earliest known example of a Catechetical work is the " Teaching of the Tiaeh'e

Aposfks" which Athanasius names among the " books not included in the Canon, but

appointed by the Fathers to be read by those who are just recently coming to us, and

Avish to be instructed in the word of godliness (KaTrjxuadiu tI>v rTJs evae^eias \6yov) ^" This

use of the Didache for the instruction of recent converts from Paganism agrees with

its original purpose as stated in the longer title, " Teaching of the Lord through the Tivelve

Apostles for the Gentiles" The first six chapters are evidently adapted for those who need

elementary instruction, more particularly for Catechumens of Gentile descent, as distinct

from Jewish candidates for Baptism 3. The remaining chapters of the Didache relate

chiefly to the administration of Baptism, to Prayer, Fasting, and the services of the Lord's

Day, and to the celebration of the Agape and Eucharist '•. This same division of subjects

is observed in the two classes of S. Cyril's Catechetical Lectures : the first class, including

the Procatechesis, consists of XIX Lectures addressed to candidates for Baptism, and these

are followed by five " Mystagogic " Lectures, so called as being explanations of the Sacra-

mental Mysteries to the newly-baptized.

The Didache was taken as the basis of other manuals of instruction, as is evident from

the fact that the greater part of the first six chapters is imbedded in " The Apostolical

Church Order," supposed to date from Egypt in the third century. The Greek text, with an

English translation, of the part corresponding with the Didache, is given in " The oldest

Church Manual " as Document V.

A further development of the Didache, " adapted to the state of the Eastern Church in

the first half of the fourth century," is contained in the Seventh Book of the Apostolical

Constitutions of Pseudo-Clement of Rome, chs. i.-xxxii. " Here the Didache is embodied

almost word for word, but with significant omissions, alterations, and additions, which betray

a later age. . . . The Didachd was thus superseded by a more complete and timely Church

Manual, and disappeared." Dr. Schafif has appended this document also to his edition of the

Didache, noting the borrowed passages on the margin, and distinguishing them by spaced

type in the Greek text, and by italics in the English translation.

In this Avork the directions concerning the instruction of Catechumens and their Baptism

are addressed to the Catechist and the Minister of Baptism. They contain only a short out-

line (c. xxxix.) of ihe subjects in which the Catechumens are to be instructed, most if not all

of which are explained at large in Cyril's Lectures : and in the directions concerning Baptism,

Chrism, and the Eucharist, the similarity is so close, that in many passages of the Constitu-

tions the author seems to be referring especially to the use of the Church of Jerusalem.

From this close affinity with earlier works we may be assured that in the Catecheses of

Cyril we have trustworthy evidence of the great care which the Church had from the

beginning bestowed on the instruction and training of converts, before admitting them to the

privilege of Baptism ; but beyond this, Cyril's own work has a peculiar value as the earliest

extant example of a full, systematic, and continuous course of such instruction.

§ 2. Catechist. The duty of catechizing was not limited to a class of persons permanently

set apart for that purpose, but all orders of the Clergy were accustomed to take part in the

work. Even laymen were encouraged to teach children or new converts the first elements of

religion, as we learn from Cyril's exhortation :
" If thou hast a child according to the flesh,

admonish him of this now ; and if thou hast begotten one through catechizing, put him also on

' Festal /(J>tst. 3g. Compare Clom. Alex. Strom. V. c. x. § 67. l"d,\a ii.lv )') KaTii\))(ris oiocel npuiTii i/zi'X'is Tpo<f>r) i/oi^ijaerai,

3 Schaff, Oldest Church Manual, p. 15. 4 lb. p. 26.
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his guards." That this remark was addressed not to the Catecluimens, but to sucli of the

Faithful as happened to be present among his audience, appears from what he says elsewliere,

" So thou likewise, though not daring before thy Baptism to wrestle with the adversaries, yet

after thou hast received the grace, and art henceforth confident in ///c ormour of righteousness^

must then do battle, and preach the Gospel, if thou wilt^"

The more systematic instruction of those who had been already admitted to the order of

Catechumens was entrusted to persons appointed to this special duty. Thus Origen " was ia

his eighteenth year when he took charge of the Catechetical School at Alexandria," which
" was entrusted to him alone by Demetrius, who presided over the Church ^ : " and S. Au-
gustine's Treatise, De Catechizandis Rudibus, was addressed to Deogratias, who being a Deacon
at Carthage, and highly esteemed for his skill and success as a Catechist, felt so strongly the

importance of the work and his own insufficiency, that he wrote to Augustine for advice as to

the best method of instructing those who were brought to him to be taught the first elements

of the Christian Faith.

The final training of the ^wTt^o'/net'ot, or candidates for Baptism, was undertaken in part by

the Bishop himself, but chiefly by a Priest specially appointed by him. Of the part taken by
the Bishop mention is made by S. Ambrose in a letter to his sister Marcellina {Ep. xx.) :

" On
the following day, which was the Lord's day, after the Lessons and Sermon, the Catechumens

had been dismissed, and I was delivering the Creed to some candidates (Compefentes) in the

Baptistery of the Basilica."

Of this " delivery of the Creed," which was usually done by a Presbyter, we have examples

in S. Augustine's Sermons In traditione Symbolic ccxii.—ccxiv., each of which contains a brief

recapitulation and explanation of the several articles of belief. In Serm. ccxiv., after a short

introduction, we find the following note inserted by the preacher himself. \;'- After this preface the

%vhoIe Creed is to be recited, without interposing any discussion. ' I believe in God the Fa theh
Almightv,' and the rest that follows. Which Creed-, thou knowest, is not wont to be written

:

after it has been said, the following discussion {disputatio) is to be added."]

From the opening words of Sermon ccxiv., and of ccxvi., '^ ad Conipetcntes" it is evident

that these were delivered by S. Augustine as the first-fruits of his ministry very soon after he

had been reluctantly ordained Priest (a.d. 391). Two other examples of addresses to Can-

didates for Baptism are the Catecheses I., II., tt/jos tov^ ixeWouras (})<0Ti(ea6ai, delivered at Antioch

by S. Chrysostom while a Presbyter.

Another duty often undertaken by the Bishop was to hear each Candidate separately

recite the Creed, and then to expound to them all the Lord's Prayer^.

§ 3. Catechumens. The term Catechumen denoted a person who was receiving in-

struction in the Christian religion with a view to being in due time baptized. Such persons

were either converts from Paganism and Judaism, or children of Christian parents whose

Baptism had been deferred. For though the practice of Infant-Baptism was certainly common
in the Early Church ^, it was not compulsory nor invariable. " In many cases Christian

parents may have shared and acted on the opinion expressed by Tertullian in the second

century, and by Gregory Nazianzen in the fourth, and thought it well to defer the Baptism of

children, cases of grave sickness excepted, till they were able to make answer in their own

name to the interrogations of the baptismal rite ^"

S Cat. XV. 18. 6 Cat. iii. 13. 7 Eiiseb. II.E. vi. 3.

8 S. August. Serm. Iviii. et ccxv.

' Cf. Iren. II. c. xxii. §4: " Omnes enim vcnit per semet

ipsum salvare ; omnes, inquam, qui per cum reiiascun/ur in Deum,
infantes, ct parvulos, et pueros, et juvenes,et scniorcs. Cf. Concil.

Cartha^. iii. EJ>ist. Synod. (Cypriani Ep. lix. vel Ixiv. Routh.

R. S. iii. p. 98.)

2 Did. Chr. Anliy. " P.aptism," § roi. Tcrtull. De nnf>lismo,

c. xviii. " And so, according to tlic circumstances, and disposi-

tion, and even age of eacli individual, the delay of Baptism is

preferable; principally, however, in the case of little children.'

Cf. Grcgor. Naz. Orat. 40 De Baptisiiio, (luoted by IJingliam,

xl. c. 4, S 13.
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It is staled l)y Bingliam 3, but without any reference to ancient authors, that " the children

of believing parents, as they were baptized in infancy, were admitted Catechumens as soon as

they were capable of learning." Though the title " Catechumen " was not usually applied to

those who had been already baptized, it is probable that such children were admitted to the

Tcctures addressed to Catechumens both in the earlier and later stage of their preparation

:

for it seems to be implied in the passage (juoted above from Cat. xv. i8, that admission was

not limited to the candidates for Baptism.

To believe and to be baptized are the two essential conditions of membership in Christ's

Church 4: but for the admission of new converts to the class of Catechumens nothing more

could be required than evidence of a sincere desire to understand, to believe, and ultimately

to be baptized.

We know that unbelievers, Jews, and Heathens were allowed in the Apostolic age to be

present at times in the Christian assemblies S; and in Cyril's days they stood in the lower

part of the Church (yapBr]^) to hear tlie Psalms, Lessons, and Sermon^.

Any persons who by thus hearing the word, or by other means, were brought to believe in

the truth of Christianity, and to wish for further instruction, were strictly examined as to their

character, belief, and sincerity of purpose. The care with which such examinations were con-

ducted is thus described by Origen :
" The Christians, however, having previously, so far as

possible, tested the souls of those who wish to become their hearers, and having previously

admonished them in private, when they seem, before entering the community, to have made

sufficient progress in the desire to lead a virtuous life, they then introduce them, having

privately formed one class of those who are just beginners, and are being introduced, and

have not yet received the mark of complete purification ; and another of those who have

manifested to the best of their ability the purpose of desiring no other things than are approved

by Christians 7," Such as were thus found worthy of admission were brought to the Bishop or

Presbyter, and received by the sign of the Cross ^, with prayer and imposition of hands, to the

status of Catechumens.

We have a description by Eusebius 9 of some of these ceremonies in the case of Con-

stantine : When the Emperor felt his life to be drawing to a close, " he poured forth his

supplications and confessions to God, kneeling on the pavement in the Church itself, in

which he also now for the first time received the imposition of hands with prayer." Soon

after this the Bishops whom he had summoned to Nicomedia to give him Baptism, " performed

the sacred ceremonies in the usual manner, and having given him the necessary instructions

made him a partaker of the mystic ordinances."

Another ceremony used in the admission of Catechumens, at least in some Churches, is

mentioned by S. Augustine '
:

" Sanctification is not of one kind only : for I suppose that

Catechumens also are sanctified in a certain way of their own by the sign of Christ's Cross,

and the Prayer of the Imposition of Hands ; and that which they receive, though it be not

the Body of Christ, is yet an holy thing, and more holy than the common food which sustains

us, because it is a sacrament." From this passage it has been inferred that consecrated bread

3 Antiq. X. i. § 4.

4 Mark xvi. 16 ; Acts xviii. 8. Si Cor. xiv. 23.

^ Apostolic Constitutions, VIII. i. § 5 :
" And after the reading

of the Law and the Prophets, and our Epibtlcs, and Acts, and

Gospels, let him that is ordained . . . speak to the people the

word of exhortation, and when he has ended his discourse of

doctrine, all standing up, let the Deacon ascend upon some high

seat, and proclaim, Let none of the hearers, let none of the nn-

believers slay: and silence being made, let him say, Ye Cate-

chumens, pray, and lot all the J'ait/i/ul ^ixny for them."

7 Contra Cclsuiii, iii, c. 51. Cf. Const. Apost. vii'. 32 : " Let

them be examined as to the causes wherefore they come to the

word (^f the Lord, and let those who bring them inquire exactly

about their character, and give them their testimony. Let their

manners and their life be incjuircd into, and whether they be slaves

or free,' &c.

8 S. Aug. De Syinl'olo, Serin, tui Catcchuincnos, § i :
" Ve

have not yet been born again by holy Baptism, but by the sign of

the Cross ye have been already conceived in the womb of your

mother the Church."

9 Vita Const, iv. c. 60.

' Ve Feccatvriim meritis, ii. 43,
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((iiXoyiat, panis bcncdictus), taken out of the oblations provided for the Eucharist, was given to

the Catechumens,—an opinion which seemed to have some support in the comparison between
<* that which the Catechumens receive," and " the food which sustains us." ])Ut Bingham
maintains 2 that S. Augustine here refers only to the symbolical use of salt, of which he says in

his Conftssions, I, xi., that while yet a boy he "used to be marked with the sign of His Cross,

and seasoned with His salt." The meaning of this so-called "Sacrament of the Catechumens"
was that by the symbol of salt " they might learn to purge and cleanse their souls from

sin."

In the African Church in the time of S. Augustine it was customary to anoint the new
convert with exorcised oil at the time of his admission, but in the Eastern Church there seems
to have been no such anointing until immediately before Baptism.

Persons who had been thus admitted to the class of Catechumens were usually regarded as

Christians, but only in a lower degree, being still clearly distinguished from the Faithful.

*' Ask a man, Art thou a Christian ? If he is a Pagan or a Jew, he answers, I am not. But if

he say, I am, you ask him further. Catechumen or Faithful ? If he answer, Catechumen, he

has been anointed, but not yet baptized 3." Augustine, like Tertullian, complains that among
heretics there was no sure distinction between the Catechumen and the Faithful •

: and
according to the second General Council, Canon 7, converts from certain heresies to the

orthodox Faith were to be received only as heathen :
" On the first day we make them

Christians, on the second Catechumens, on the third we exorcise them by three times breath-

ing on them on the face and on the ears ; and so we instruct them {Karr]xov\x.ev), and make
them frequent the Church for a long time, and listen to the Holy Scriptures, and then we
baptize them."

Whether Cyril calls his hearers Christians before they had been baptized is not very clear :

in Cat. X, § 16, he seems to include them among those who are called by the "new name;"
but in § 20 of the same Lecture he assumes that there may be present some one who " was

before a believer (Trto-ro'y)," and to him he says " Thou wert called a Christian ; be tender of

the name;" and in Lect. xxi. i, speaking to those who had now been baptized, he says,

" Having therefore become partakers of Christ, ye are properly called Christs. Now ye have

been made Christs by receiving the antitype of the Holy Ghost," that is, Chrism,

§ 4. Candidates for Baptism. Bingham, who himself makes four classes or degrees of

Catechumens, acknowledges that *' the Greek expositors of the ancient Canons," and other

writers, " usually make but two sorts s." These were (i) the ijnperfed (drfXiarfpoi), called also

hearers (aKpow/iej/ot, aiidientes), because in Church they Avere only allowed to remain till the

Holy Scriptures had been read, the Sermon preached, the special prayers of the Cate-

chumens said, and the blessing given to each by the Bishop in the words of the " prayer of

the imposition of hands ^." After this the Deacon says, " Go out, ye Catechumens, in peace."

(2) After the Energumens also have been dismissed, the moreperfect {reXeioTepot, (f)coTi[oii€voi) remain

on their knees in prayer (yovvKXlvovTes, (Ixofj^fvoi). Then the Deacon is to cry aloud, " Ye that

are to be illuminated, pray. Let us the faithful all pray for them. And being sealed to God

through His Christ, let them bow down their heads, and receive the blessing from the

Bishop." The " Prayer of the Imposition of hands " is then pronounced over them by the

Bishop.

The period of probation and instruction varied at different times and places : according to

Canon 42 of the Synod of Elvira, 305, it was to be two years :
" He who has a good name,

2 Antiq. X. ii. § i6. 3 S. August. In Jo/i. Evang. Tract, xliv. § 2.

4 Serin, xlvi. de Pastoribus, c. 13 : Tertull. de Prtrscriptione Hceret. c. 41 :
" Imprimis quis Catechumenus, quis Fidclis, in

certum est." S Ant. X. ii. 1—3. The Council of Nicaea, Canon xiv., seems to speak only of two clashes.

^ Const. Apozt. viii, f 0.
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and wishes to become a Christian, must be a Catechumen two years : then he may be

baptized 7." After this probation had been satisfactorily passed, the Catechumens were

invited to give in their names as Candidates for Baptism. This invitation, described by

Cyril as a call to military service (kK^ctis arpaTelas) ^, appears to have been often repeated on

the approach of Lent. Thus S. Ambrose, in his Commentary 07i S. Luke, v. 5 ; We have

toiled all night and have taken nothing, complains, " I too, Lord, know that for me it is night,

when I have not Thy command. No one yet has given his name : with my voice I have cast

the net throughout Epiphany, and as yet I have taken nothing."

This preliminary "call to service " must be distinguished from the actual enlistment in

the Christian army at Baptism, in anticipation of which Cyril prays for his hearers that God

"may enlist them in His service, and put on them the armour of righteousness 5," The same

metaphorical language in reference to the Christian warfare recurs in many passages '.

The next step for those who responded to the call was the registration of names

(opofiaToypa(f)la) ^. It appears from passages of Dionysius Pseudo-Areopagites, quoted by

Bingham 3, that the Bishop, after laying his hand on each Catechumen's head, commanded

his Presbyters and Deacons to register his name, together with that of his sponsor (ui'ddoxos)

in the Diptychs of the living. This ceremony took place at Jerusalem at the beginning

of Lent, as we learn from Procat. § i :
" Thou hast entered, been approved ; thy name

inscribed. ... A long notice is allowed thee ; thou hast forty days for repentance."

Those who had been admitted as candidates for Baptism w^ere in most Churches still

reckoned among the Catechumens, being distinguished as (TvvairoZvm, " competentes." But

from Cyril's language in several passages it appears that in the Church of Jerusalem

they ceased to be regarded as Catechumens, and were reckoned among the Faithful. " Thou

wert called a Catechumen, while the word echoed round tliee from without. Think not that

thou receivest a small thing : though a miserable man, thou receivest one of God's titles.

Hear S. Paul saying, God is faithful. But beware, lest thou have the title of ^faithful,' but

the will of the faithless 4." " Thou receivest a new name which thou hadst not before.

Heretofore thou wast a Catechumen, but now thou wilt be called a Believer (iito-roj) s."

Again, " How great a dignity the Lord bestows on you in transferring you from the order

of Catechumens to that of the Faithful, the Apostle Paul shews, when he aftirms, God is

faithful^:'

Two passages in S. Cyril have been thought to imply that the newly-admitted Candidates

for Baptism carried lighted torches in procession, perhaps on the first Sunday after the

registration. He speaks of their having received "torches of the bridal procession?;"

and on this expression the Benedictine Editor observes that "Wax tapers" were perhaps

given to the Illuniinandi to carry, a custom which may also be indicated in the words,

" Ye who have lately lighted the torches of faith, guard them carefully in your hands

unquenched ^."

Others are of opinion that the custom of carrying torches or tapers w-as observed only

in the procession of the newly-baptized from the Baptistery to the Church 9, and that here

Cyril means by the " bridal lamps," those motions of the Holy Ghost, and spiritual instruc-

tions, which had lighted their way to Christ, and to the entrance to His Kingdom '°. This

latter interpretation is rather vague and far-fetched, and it is evident that the words, " Ye who

have lately lighted the torches of faith," gain much in clearness and force, if suggested by the

visible symbolism of a ceremony in which the Illuminandi had just borne their part. The

7 Hefole, Councils, i. p. 155. Const. Af>ost. viii. 32 :
" Let him that is to be instructed be a catechumen three years."

8 Procat. § I. 9 lb. § 17. ' Sec Cat. i. 3 ; iii. 3, 13 ; iv. 36 ; xvii. 36; xxi. 4. 2 Procat. §1. 3 Antiq. X. ii. § 6.

4 Procat. § 6. 5 Cat. i. 4. ^ lb. v. i. 7 Ao/tn-aSes »'vn</)ay(dyt'as, Procat, § 1. 8 Cat. i. § i.

9 Bingham, Ant. X. ii. § 15. '° Diet. Chr. Antiq. Vol. ii. p. 995, note.
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lighted torches would be a significant symbol both of the marriage of the soul with Christ,

and of its enlightenment by faith.

§ 5. ^a>TiCi''fJievot. In the first words of his Introductory Lecture Cyril addresses his

hearers as ol cf)aTL^6ii€voi, " Ye who are being enlightened," and from the Titles of tlic

Catechetical Lectures i.-xviii., we see that this name was constantly used to distinguish

the candidates preparing for immediate Baptism.

The Verb (pcoriCci is frequently used by the LXX., both in a physical and in a spiritual

sense. In the New Testament it is found but rarely in the physical sense ', being generally

applied to the light of spiritual truth, and to Christ as its source'.

In two passages of the Epistle to the Hebrews, the Aorist {(j^coTiaOevTas) marks "the decisive

moment when the light was apprehended in its glory 3," from which the thought easily passes

on to the public profession of the truth thus received, that is, to Baptism.

That the word began very early to be used in this new sense, is evident from Justin

Martyr's explanation of it in his First ApoIo^:i;}\ c. 61 ; where, after speaking of instruction in

Christian doctrine, of the profession of faith, and the promise of repentance and holy livin",

as the necessary preparations for Baptism, he thus proceeds :
" And this washing is called

Illumination {(pariaixos), because they who learn these things are illuminated in their under-

standing-*." The same transition of the meaning from instruction to Baptism is clearly

implied by Clement of Alexandria :
" Among the barbarian philosophers also to instruct and

to enlighten is called to regenerates;" and again: "For this reason the teaching, which

made manifest the hidden things, has been called illumination ((pcoTia-iios) ^."

That this is the sense in which Cyril uses the word is placed beyond doubt by a passaf^c

of the Lecture delivered immediately before the administration of Baptism :
" that your soul

being />revious/j illumiiiated {Trpo(paTtConevi]s) by the word of doctrine, ye may in each particular

discover the greatness of the gifts bestowed on you by God 7."

We thus see that the Present Participle (c/jwrtfo/xefot) describes a process of gradual illumi-

nation during the course of instruction, to be completed in Baptism, a sense which is well

expressed in the Latin Gerundive " Illuminandi." And as we have seen that the candidates

are addressed as ol 0cort^oVei/ot even before the course of instruction has commenced, the quasi-

Future sense "follows necessarily from the context^."

The spiritual " Illumination," of which Baptism was to be the completion and the seal,

thus became by a natural development one of the recognised names of Baptism itself. On
the contrary, the inverse process assumed by the Benedictine Editor is entirely unnatural.

Starting from the later ecclesiastical use of 0u7tX« and ^o)rto-/xo'? as connoting Baptism, he

supposes that this was the first application of those terms, and that they were transferred

to the previous illumination acquired by instruction in Christian truth, only because this was

a necessary preparation for Baptism. He therefore maintains that (jjwTiConevoi throughout the

Catechetical Lectures is another term for ^aTTTiC6iJ.evoi : and as a decisive proof of this he refers

to Caf. xvi. 26 : /xeXXet be Ka\ eVi ere rou IBaTTTi^o^ievov (})ddveiv f] xo'p'f, not observing that the grace

is to come upon " the person being baptized " at a time still future. This meaning of

the passage is made absolutely certain by the words which immediately follow,—" But

in what manner I say not, for I will not anticipate the proper season." We may conclude,

therefore, that in Cyril's Lectures the term ol ^xoTiii'mevoi refers to the preparatory course

of enlightenment rather than to Baptism. At the same time we must remember that in Cyril's

day, and long before, (fxoriCo, (fxaTiaixos, and <fi'x)Tiafia were constantly used to denote Baptism

' Luke xi. 36 ; Apoc. xviii. 1, 2 Joh. i. 9 ; i Cor. iv. 5 ; 2 Cor. iv. 4, 6 ; Eph. i. 18 ; iii. 9 ; 2 Tim. i. 10 ; Apoc. xxi. 23 ; xxii. 5.

3 Westcott, " Hebrews" vi. 4 ; x. 32. 4 ws i^wnfo/z-eVwi' tt\v Sicii/oiai/ tw ravra it-avQa-voviinv

.

5 Strom. V.c. 2, § 15 :

to Ka.Ti\xhao.i re koX ^(ati<ja.\. kva^ivv^uai. Ae'yerai. <> Strotn. V. c. x. § 65. Cf. V. c. viii. § 49. 1 Cat. xviii. § 32.

• * Cf. Winer, Graininar 0/N.T. Grtek, Sect xl. 2p, note 3.

VOL. VII. C
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itself, as being the time of special illumination by the grace of the Holy Spirit then given.

Thus Clement of Alexandria writes :
" In Baptism we are illuminated. . . . This Avork is

variously called grace, and illumination (rj)uiricrfj.a), and perfection, and washing : . . . illumi-

nation, by which that holy light of salvation is beheld, that is, by which we see God clearly 9."

Gregory Nazianzen speaks in the same way :
" We call it gift, grace, baptism, chrism,

illumination, garment of incorruption, washing of regeneration, seal, all that is precious '°."

CHAPTER ni.

Special Preparation for Baptism.

§ I. Penitence. The candidate for Baptism, having been duly admitted and registered, was

required not only to be diligent in attending the course of Catechetical instruction ', but also

to enter at once upon a course of strict devotion and penitential discipline. " Those who are

coming to Baptism," says Tertullian, " must be constantly engaged in prayers, fastings, knecl-

ings, and watchings, together with confession of all past faults ^"

On these subjects Cyril's teaching is earnest, wise, and sympathetic : he seeks to lead to

repentance by gentle persuasion, and pleads for self-discipline as needful for the good of the

soul 3. One whole Lecture is devoted to the necessity of thorough repentance for all past

sins, and forgiveness of all offences : another to the sure efificacy of repentance for the

remission of sins s,

• § 2. Confession. 'E^oixoXoyrjais. Great stress is laid by Cyril on the necessity not only of

sincere inward repentance, but also of open confession. The words e^ofiokoye'iaOai, i^ojxoKoyr^a-is

have a twofold meaning and a wide application.

(i.) In the Septuagint they occur very frequently, especially in the Psalms, in the sense of

"giving thanks or praise" (Heb. rn^n) 6, a meaning which is also found in the New Testa-

ment 7, Perhaps the earliest instance in an Ecclesiastical writer is in Hernias, Mandat. X.

iii. 2 : (^uixoXoyovixevos T<5 QeS. I have not found any instance of this meaning in Cyril.

S. Chrysostom, commenting on the words, ^^ I will give thanks unto Thee, O Lord^" says,

"There are two kinds of exomologesis ; for it is either a condemnation of our own sins, or

a giving of thanks to God." The link between these two ideas is seen in Joshua's exhortation

to Achan, My son, give, I pray thee, glory to the Lord, the God of Israel, and make confession 9

2cnto Him. R. V. Margin. Or, give praise.

(2.) In the sense of "confessing" sins, the Verb is not uncommon in the N. T. ', and in

the early Fathers =. Tertullian adopts the Greek word, and calls exomologesis "the handmaid

of repentances," adding that it will extinguish the fire of Gehenna in the heart, being a second

remedy for sin, after Baptism.

Again, speaking of the outward act of repentance, he says :
" This act, which is more usually

expressed and commonly s2:)oken of under a Greek name, is e^o/xoXdyjjo-iy, whereby we confess our

sins to the Lord, not indeed as if He were ignorant of them, but inasmuch as by confession

satisfaction is appointed, and of confession repentance is born, and God appeared by repent-

ance. Accordingly exomologesis is a discipline for man's prostration and humiliation, enjoining

a demeanour calculated to move mercy. With regard also to the very dress and food, it

commands (the penitent) to lie in sackcloth and ashes ... to know no food and drink but such

9 Ptcdns- I. vi. § 25, (Syllb. 41). 10 Ornt. xl. § 4. I 6 Ps. xUi. 5 ; xliii. 4, 5 (efonoAoy^croMai) ; and Ps. c. 4 (,h

1 Procat. g 9 :
" Let tliy feet haste to the Catechisings," § 10

" Abide thou in the Catechisings : though v"r discourse be long,

let not thy mind be weaned out." Cf. Cat. i. 5.

2 De Bnptismo, c. 20. Cf. Justin M. A^ol. I. c. 61 ; Const.

A/iost. vii. 22.

3 Compare his teaching on Prayer, Procat. § 16 ; Cat. ix. 7

:

and on Fasting Cat. iv. 27, 37 ; xviii. 17.

"t Cat. i. 5 Cat. ii.

tfo/ioAoy^o-ei). 7 Matt. xi. 25; Phil. ii. 11.

8 Ps. ix. I : 'EfoMoXo'y)j(ro/ixoi (rot, Kupte.

9 Joshua vii. 19, Sept. c|^o/iioAdy>)<ri»'.

' Matt. iii. 6 ; Mark i. 5 ; James iii. 16.

= Ironaeus, I. xiii. g 5 ; III. iv. § 3 ; Clem. Alex. Prolrept. ii.

§ 41 : tfo/iio\oyoui'Tot oi Sainoves T»)»' ya-tjTpiixapyiav Tr]v avii>v,

3 De Pa'Hilentia, c. xii.
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as is plain,—to feed prayers on fastings, to groan, to weep and roar {mugire) unto the Lord

God ; to roll before the feet of the presbyters, and kneel to God's dear ones, to enjoin on all

the brethren embassies of intercession on his behalf. All tliis exomologesis does, that it may
enhance repentance ^ &:c."

In this highly rhetorical description of the ecclesiastical discipline so dear to Tcrtullian

there are many features of extreme severity to which Cyril makes no allusion
;

yet he

frequently and very earnestly insists on the necessity and the efficacy of confession. " The
present is the season of confession : confess what thou hast done in word or in deed, by night

or by day ; confess in an acceptable twie, and in the day of salvation receive the heavenly

treasures." *' Tell the Physician thine ailment : say thou also, like Davjd, / j^/V/, Iwill confess

vie my sin unto the Lord ; and the same shall be done in thy case, which he says forthwitli,

and Thou forgavest the wickedness of my heart ^.'^ " Seest thou the humility of the king? Seest

thou his confession ? . . . . The deed was quickly done, and straightway the Prophet appeared

as accuser, and the offender confessed his fault; and because he candidly confessed he

received a most speedy cure 7,"

** Ezekias prevailed to the cancelling of God's decree, and cannot Jesus grant remission of

sins? Turn and bewail thyself, shut thy door, and pray to be forgiven, pray that He may
remove from thee the burning flames. For confession has power to quench even fire, power

to tame even lions ^"

The confession to which Cyril attaches so high a value, whether made in the privacy of

solitude, or openly before the Ministers of the Church and the Congregation, is a confession

to God, and not to man. " Having therefore, brethren, many examples of those who have

sinned and repented and been saved, do ye also heartily make confession unto the Lord 9."

Elsewhere he expressly disclaims the necessity of private confession to man :
" Not that thou

shouldest shew thy conscience to me, for thou art not to be judged of man's judgment ; but

that thou shew the sincerity of thy faith to God, who trieth the reins and hearts, and knoweth

the thoughts of men ^" He also limits the season of confession and repentance to this pre-

sent life :
" Therefore the just shall then offer praise ; but they who have died in sins have no

further season for confession ^"

§ 3. Exorcism. One of the earliest ceremonies, after the registration of names, was
Exorcism, which seems to have been often repeated during the Candidate's course of prepar-

ation. " Receive with earnestness the exorcisms : whether thou be breathed upon or exorcised

the act is to thee salvations."

The power of casting out devils, promised by our Lord 4, and exercised by Apostles s, and

by Philip the Deacon and Evangelist^, was long regarded in the early Church as a direct gift

still bestowed by the Holy Ghost, apart from any human ordinance. Justin Martvr?, Ter-

tullian ^, Origen 9, all speak of exorcism as being practised by laymen, even by soldiers, and
women, by means of prayer and invocation of the name of Jesus. Accordingly "an Exorcist

is not ordained, for it is a gift of the spontaneous benevolence and grace of God through

Christ by visitation of the Holy Ghost. For he who has received the gift of healing is

declared by revelation from God, the grace which is in him being manifest to all '." When
the extraordinary gift was found to have been withdrawn, exorcists are mentioned among the

inferior officers of the Church, after readers and subdeacons ^. From an early period certain

set formulae, such as the Divine names, " The God of Abraham, and God of Isaac, and God

4 De Paniientia, c. ix. S Cat. i. § 5. « lb. § 6. I 7 Apolosia I. g§ 6, 8 ; Tryph. Ixxxv.

7 lb. § It. 8 Cat. ii. 15. For similar statements, see 8 Dg Jdolol, c. xi. ; de Corona Mil. xi. ; de Aniiiia, Ivli.

Cat. i. 2 ; ii. 19, 20, &c. de Spcctac. xxvi. ; di Prascript. ITarct. xli.

9 Cat. ii. § 20. I Ih. V. § 2. 2 lb. xviii. 14

3 Procat. § 9. 4 Mark xvi. 17 ; Luke ix. i ; x. 17.

5 Acts V. 16 ; xvi. 18 ; xix. 12, <> Acts viii. 7.

C 2

9 Contra Celsiitn. vii. c. 57. » Const. A^ost. viii. 26.

- Euseb. H.E. vi. 43; Syn. Antioch. in Encxniis, Can. 10:

Syn. Laod. Can. 24.
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of Jacob," "The God of Israel," "The God who drowned the king of Egypt and the

Egyptians in the Red Sea," were frequently invoked against demons and certain wicked

]>ersons 3.

Accordingly, when an exorcist was ordained the Bishop was directed to give him the book

in which the exorcisms were written, with the words, "Receive thou these, and commit them

to memory, and have iho.x power to lay hands upon the Energumens, whether they be

baptized or only Catcciuimens 4." Though this Canon speaks only of exorcising Ener-

gumens. or such persons as were supposed to be possessed by evil spirits, we must remember

tliat the power of such spirits was believed to extend to the whole world outside the

Christian Church. Thus all converts from Paganism and Judaism, and even the children of

Christian parents were exorcised before being baptized. The practice was closely connected

with the doctrine of original sin, as we see in many passages of S. Augustine, and is declared

by him to be very ancient and universal s. In expounding the Creed to candidates for

Baptism, he says :
" Therefore, as you have seen this day, and as you know, even little

children are breathed on and exorcised, that the hostile power of the devil may be driven

out of them, which deceived one man in order that he might get possession of all men^."

We find accordingly that Cyril enforces the duty of attending the Exorcisms on all

the candidates alike, and from his use of the Plural (Exorcisms) we see that the ceremony

was often repeated for each person. Thus in the Clementine Homilies Peter is represented

as saying, " Whoever of you wish to be baptized, begin from to-morrow to fast, and each day

have hands laid upon you 7," the imposition of hands being one of the ceremonies used

in exorcism 2. From expressions in the Introductory Lecture, " When ye have come in before

the hour of the exorcisms 9," and again, "when your exorcism has been done, until the

others who are to be exorcised have come %" it seems that before each Catechizing the

candidates were all exorcised, one by one % and that the earlier, after returning from their own

exorcism, had to wait for those who came later. The catechizing was thus frequently

delayed till late in the day, and Cyril often complains of the shortness of the time left at

his disposal 3.

At Antioch, the Catechizing preceded the Exorcism, as we learn from S. Chrysostom

:

" After you have heard our instruction, they take off your sandals, and unclothe you, and send

you on naked and barefoot, with your tunic only, to the utterances of the Exorcists +." Cyril

says nothing of this unclothing, but mentions another ceremony as practised at Jerusalem :

" Thy face has been veiled, that thy mind may henceforward be free, lest the eye by roving

make the heart rove also. But when thine eyes are veiled, thine ears are not hindered from

receiving the means of salvations," The veil may also have been a symbol of the slavery

and darkness of sin, as S. Augustine regards the removal of the veil on the octave of Easter

as symbolising the spiritual liberty of the baptized ^. Of this meaning Cyril makes no express

mention.

In the Greek Euchologion, as quoted by Klcopas, the act of the Exorcist is thus described :

" And the Priest breathes upon his mouth, his forehead, and his breast, saying, Drive forth

from him every evil and unclean spirit, hidden and lurking in his heart, the spirit of error, the

spirit of wickedness 7, &c."

3 Oiigcn. Conti-a Ccis. iv. c. 34 (p. 184).

4 Fourth Council of Carthage, Can. 7 (a.d. 398).

5 De Nuf't. ct Couch/). II. § 33 : de Pec. Orig. % 45 ; conlrn

nulian Pclng. VI. §11; Op. Iiiipeyf. c. Julian. I. § 50; HI.

§ 144. &c. 6 De Symbolo, § 2. Cf. Cat. xx. (_Mysi. ii.) § 2.

7 Horn. iii. c. 73.

8 Orig. in Josu. xxiv. § i :
" exorcistanini manus impositionc."

9 Procat. 8 13. I lb. § 14.

- Aug. Sermo de Symb. ii. g i : " ut ex locis secrclis singuli

produceremini." Tliis may possil)ly refer only to the fmal ex-

orcism immediately before Baptism.

3 Cat. xiii. 8 : xv. 33 ; xviii. 16, &c.

4 Ad Illiiininandos, Cat. i. § 2. 1 5 Prccnt. % 9.

^ S. Aug. Serm. 376. " Hodie octavae dicuntur Infantiiim
;

revclanila sunt capita eorum, quod est indicium libertatis. Habet

enim libertatem ista spiritualis nativitas, propria; autem carnis

nativitas servilntem."

7 Procat. % 14.
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Besides such invocations of the names of God, as we have mentioned above, tlie Exorcist
used set forms of prayer " collected out of the Holy Scriptures." Their effect, as described
by Cyril, is to "set the soul, as it were, on fire," and scare the evil spirit away; and his
meaning may be illustrated by a passage of Tertullian, who says^: "Ml the authority and
power we have over them is from naming the name of Christ, and recalling to their memory
the woes with which God threatens them at the bands of Christ as Judge. ... So at our
touch and breathing, overwhelmed by the thought of those judgment-fires, they leave
the bodies they have entered, at our command, unwilling and distressed, and before
your very eyes put to an open shame."

The Exorcisms w^ere performed in the Church ; w^here also the Lectures were delivered
Catechumens of the lower order being excluded, "and the doors looking towards the citv

closed 9, while those which looked towards the Holy Sepulchre, from which the ruins of

the ancient Temple, Golgotha, and the old city could be seen, were left open '°."

CHAPTER IV.

Ceremonies of Baptism and Chrism.

§ I. Rcnuiiciation. We have seen that Cyril's last Catechetical Lecture was delivered

in the early dawn of the Great Sabbath, Easter Eve. The additional instructions then

promised ^ concerning the behaviour of the Candidates were given on the same day, pro-

bably in the evening, when they were all assembled immediately before the administration

of Baptism. The most important parts of the Baptismal ceremony are described by Cyril

in«the first Mystagogic Lecture, delivered on the Monday of Easter week. Thus in § i he

says, " Let us now teach you these things exactly, that ye may know the significance of the

things done to you on that evening of your Baptism."

The first act was the renunciation of the Devil and all his works. This, as described by
Tertullian, was done first in the Church " under the hand of the Bishop," and again imme-
diately before entering the water '•'». Cyril speaks of the latter occasion only. " First ye

entered into the outer chamber of the Baptistery, and there facing towards the West (as the

region of darkness) ye heard the command to stretch forth your hand, and as in the presence

of Satan to renounce him 2." For the formula of renunciation in the Apostolical Constitu-

tions, see note 2 on Mystag. i. § 8 ; it corresponds closely Avith Cyril's, except that this is

addressed to Satan as if personally present: "I renounce thee, Satan 3, and all thy works »,

and all thy pomp 5, and all thy worship ^."

§ 2. Profession of Faith. After the renunciation of Satan the Candidate immediately turned

to the East and said, " And I associate myself {(Twrda-aofiai) with Christ." Cyril does not give

the words, but seems to allude to the custom, when he speaks of the Candidates "turning

from the West to the East, the place of lights,"

Then, still facing the East, the Candidate was bidden to say, " I believe in the Father,

and in the Son, and in the Holy Ghost, and in one Baptism of repentance^." We have

seen that in Cat. xviii. 22, 32, Cyril intimated to his Candidates that they would be required

to profess publicly the Creed which he had delivered to them and which they had repeated

after him. This public profession of faith ('0/ioXoyi«, " Redditio Symboli ") was in some

Churches made on Holy Thursday, according to Canon 46 of the Synod of Laodicea

:

"Those to be baptized must learn the Creed by heart, and recite it to the Bishop or

8 Apologel. c. 23. 9 Procai. § g.
'o Cat. xiii. 23 :

" Thou secst this spot of Golgotha ? Thou aiiswcicst with a shout of

praise, as if assenting." » Cat. xviii. § 32. '» De Cor. Mil. c. 3.

2 Myst. i. § 2. 3 § 4. 4 § s- = § 6. 6 § 8. 789, note 3.

8 Compare xviii. 22 :
" One IJaptism of repentance for the remission of sins."
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Presbyters on the fiftli day of tlic week." But in the Apostolic Constitutions, c. xli., the

Candidate is required to recite the whole Creed immediately after the Renunciation :
" And

after his renunciation let him in his consociation (o-ui/rao-cruVei/or) say: 'And I associate myself

to Christ, and believe and am baptized into One Unbegotten Being, the Only True God

Almighty, the Father of Christ, .... and into the Lord Jesus Christ .... and I am baptized

into the Holy Ghost, .... into the resurrection of the flesh, and into the remission of sins,

and into the kingdom of heaven, and into the life of the world to come.' And after this vow,

he comes in order to the anointing with oil."

Such appears to have been the custom of the Eastern Churches in general and of Jerusalem

in Cyril's time, although he mentions only those articles of the Creed which were commonly

held to be indispensable to a valid profession of Christian belief

Dr. Swainson9 represents the matter somewhat differently: "When we come to the

profession of his own personal faith which was made at Jerusalem by the Candidate for

Baptism, we find that this was far briefer not only than the collection of ' necessary things

'

(Cat. iv.), but also than the Creed of the Church of Jerusalem." Then after quoting the

short form in Cyril, Afyst. i. § 9, "I believe in the Father, and in the Son, and in the Holy

Ghost, and in one Baptism of repentance," Dr. Swainson adds :
" The words are clear and

definite. In these words each answered the question of which we read elsewhere, ' Did he

believe in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit?' In this his reply the

Candidate 'confessed' what Cyril called 'the saving confession.'"

It is evident that two separate parts of the Baptismal Service are here confused : the

question to which Dr. Swainson alludes, and "the saving confession" of which Cyril speaks

in Mystag. ii. § 4, belong, as we shall presently see, to a later stage of the ceremony.

§ 3. First Unction. On passing from the outer to the inner chamber of the Baptistery, the

Candidate who had made his renunciation and profession barefoot and wearing his tunic

(Xtro)!') ^ only, now put off this inner garment also, as an emblem of putting off the old

man with his deeds ^. A further significance is ascribed by Cyril to this unclothing of the

Candidate, as being an imitation both of Christ, who hung naked 3 on the Cross, and by His

nakedness pnt offfrom Himself the principalities and the poivers, and " of the first-formed

Adam, who was naked in the garden, and was not ashamed."

" Then, when ye were stripped, ye were anointed with exorcised oil, from the very hairs of

your head to your feet 3a." The consecration of the " exorcised oil " is thus described *
:
" Now

this is blessed by the chief-priest for the remission of sins, and the first preparation for

Baptism. For he calls thus upon the Unbegotten God, the Father of Christ, the King of all

sensible and intelligent natures, that He would sanctify the oil in the name of the Lord Jesus,

and impart to it spiritual grace and efticacious strength, the remission of sins, and the first

preparation for the confession of Baptism, that so the Candidate for Baptism, when he is

anointed may be freed from all ungodliness, and may become worthy of initiation, according

to the command of the Only-begotten."

Bingham's observation, that Cyril describes this first unction as used " between the re-

nunciation and the confessions" is not quite accurate: in fact it came between two con-

fessions, the one made, as we have seen, immediately after the renunciation in the outer

9 Creeds of the CliU)\h, p. 17,

' Pseudo-Dlonysiiis Arcopag. Ecd. Htei-n.h. ill,

« Mystag. ii. § a.

3 This passage lias recently (1S91) acquired a special illte^e^t

from the controversy concerning Mr. Calderon's picture, repre-

senting St. Elisabeth of Hungary as kneeling naked before the

altar. The word " naked " (yuju.ros, nudus) is not in itself de-

cisive, but here in St. Cyril's account of D.-iptism absolute naked-

ness seems to be implied ; for though women sometimes wore

an under-tunic (x'lTwi'toi'), men had nothing beneath the tunic

proper (xiruii'), which is here said to be put off. According to

Theophylact, on Matt. v. 40, the chiton was properly to Trop* ^^Iv

Xeyonei'ov vKOKaniaoe. See Dictionary of Biblical Antiquities,

" Baptism," § 48.

s* lb. § 3. 4 Const. A/cst, vii. c. 43.

5 Ant. XI c. 9, § t.
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chaml>cr, the other at the very time of immersion. Chrysostom^ clearly distinguishes two
Confessions, but places one before Baptism, and the other after :

" What can be more beautiful

than the words by which we renounce the devil? Or those by which we associate ourselves

with Christ ? Than that confession which comes before the washing ? Or that which comes
after the washing?"

This first unction is not mentioned by Tertullian, nor in any genuine work of Justin

Martyr, but in the Respomiones ad Orthodoxos, a work which though still early is regarded as

certainly spurious, we find the question put, "Why are we first anointed with oil, and then,

having performed the before-mentioned symbolic acts in the Laver, are afterwards sealed with

the ointment, and do not regard this as done in opposition to what took place in our Lord's

case, who was first anointed with ointment and then suffered ?? " And in the answer it is stated

that " We are anointed with the simple oil that we may be made Christs (xpicrToi), but with

the ointment in remembrance of our Saviour Christ, who regarded the anointing with ointment

as His burial, and called us to the fellowship of His own sufferings and glory, typically in the

present life but truly in the life to come."

Cyril attributes to this " exorcised oil" the same power as to Exorcism itself, "not only to

burn and cleanse away the traces of sin, but also to chase away all the invisible powers of the

evil one ^."

According to the directions concerning this first unction in the Apostolical Constitutions'^,

the Bishop was first to anoint the head only, the anointing of the whole body being then

completed by the Deacon or Deaconess.

§ 4. Baptism. After this anointing the Candidates were " led by the hand to the sacred

pool of Holy Baptism '." This pool (KoXvfx^fjdpa) was supplied with water raised from the

reservoirs, of which, as we shall see, the Bordeaux Pilgrim speaks in his description of the

Basilica.

As great multitudes both of men and women were baptized at the special seasons, the

Baptisteries were large buildings outside the Church, such as the Baptistery of the Lateran,

said to have been originally built by Constantine. The font itself also was large enough for

several persons to be baptized at the same time. In some places the men were baptized first,

and then the women : in others different parts of the Baptistery were assigned to them, and

curtains were hung across the Font itself ^.

The consecration of the water is not mentioned in the Didache or Justin Martyr ; but

Tertullian thus describes its effect :
" The waters after invocation of God acquire the

sacramental power of sanctification ; for immediately the Spirit comes down from heaven

upon the waters, and rests upon them, sanctifying them from Himself, and they being thus

sanctified imbibe a power of sanctifying 3."

In the prayer of consecration given in the Apostolic Constitutions the Bishop is directed

first to offer adoration and thanksgiving to the Father and Son, and then to call upon

the Father and say :
" Look doAvn from heaven, and sanctify this water, and give it

grace and power, that so he that is to be baptized, according to the command of Thy

Christ, may be crucified with Him, and may die with Him, and may be buried with Him,

and may rise with Him to the adoption which is in Him, that he may be dead to sin,

and live to righteousness 4."

Cyril ascribes the like effect to the consecration of the water, as imparting to it a new

power of holiness by " the invocation of the Ploly Ghost, and of Christ, and of the Father s."

While standing in the water the Candidate made what Cyril calls " the saving con-

6 Ephcs. i. Horn. i. § 3. 7 Quastio 137. » Mysla^. ii. § 3. 9 L'lJ- "'• ^- 'S-

' Mystao. ii. § 4. 2 ningham, Ant. VIII. c. 7, g 2 ; XI. c. 11, § 3. 3 Dc liaptismo, c. iv.

4 VII. c. 43. 5 Cat. iii. § 3. See also Introduction, cb. vi. § 2.
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fession^." The whole Creed having been already recited {Reddiiio Syviboli) in the outer

chamber immediately after the Renunciation, a short form was now employed containing

only the necessary declaration of faith in the Holy Trinity, and in the Baptism of Repentance

for the remission of sins.

§ 5. Trine Immersion. This short confession appears to have been made by way of

question and answer thrice repeated. "Thou wast asked, Dost thou believe in God the

Father Almighty? Thou saidst, I believe, and dippedst thyself, that is, wast buried. Again

thou wast asked, Dost thou believe in our Lord Jesus Christ and in His Cross? Thou

saidst, I believe, and dippedst thyself ; therefore thou wast buried with Christ also :
for

he who is buried with Christ, rises again with Christ. A third time thou wast asked.

Dost thou believe also in the Holy Ghost? Thou saidst, I believe, a third time thou

dippedst thyself; that the threefold confession might absolve the manifold fault of thy

former life?." But Cyril of Alexandria, as quoted by Bingham », "makes these answers

not only to be a confession of the three Persons of the Trinity, but a triple confession

of Christ ; which implies a repetition of the Creed (the shortened form ?) three times over."^

In which of these ways the threefold interrogation ("usitata et legitima verba in-

terrogationis ") was made at Jerusalem, is not quite certain from Cyril's words :
" Each

was "asked, Dost thou believe in the nan-.e of the Father, and of the Son, and of the

Holy Ghost, and ye made that saving confession, and went down thrice into the water 9."

The Didache ' enjoins baptism simply into the names of the Three Persons of the Holy

Trinity. Justin Martyr^ adds a few words only to the names "of God the Father and

Lord of the universe, and of our Saviour Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Spirit;" and

Tertullian3 observes that "Wherever there are three, that is, the Father, the Son, and

the Floly Spirit, there is the Church, which is a body of three." The trine immersion

had reference not only to the Trinity, but was also a symbol of the three days of our

Saviour's burial 1 The use of the three Holy Names was made more strictly indispensable

as heresies were multiplied: thus the 49th Apostolic Canon, which, Hefele says, "must

be reckoned among the most ancient Canons of the Church," orders that "If any Bishop

or Presbyter does not baptize, according to the Lord's command, into the Father, the Son,

and the Holy Ghost, but into three Beings without beginning, or into three Sons, or three

Comforters, he shall be deprived."

We see here that the power of administering Baptism was not restricted to the Bishop :

and Cyril speaks of it as possessed by " Bishops, or Presbyters, or Deacons," assigning as the

reason the great increase of believers, "for the grace is everywhere, in villages and in

cities, on them of low as on them of high degree, on bondsmen and on freemen s."

Thus the rule of Ignatius ^, that " it is not lawful either to baptize or to hold a love-feast

apart from the Bishop (^wpty rov eVio-KOTroi/)," must be understood to mean " without the

authority and permission of the Bishop."

Of certain minor ceremonies connected with Baptism, such as the "Kiss of peace,"

and the taste of milk and honey administered to the neophyte 7, no mention is made by Cyril.

§ 6, Chrism. The custom of anointing the baptized with consecrated ointment is

regarded by Cyril as a sacramental act representing the anointing of Jesus by the Spirit

at His Baptism. " As the Holy Ghost in substance lighted on Him, like resting upon like,

so, after you had come up from the pool of the sacred waters, there was given to you an

unction the counterpart (t6 avrWvnov) of that wherewith He was anointed, and this is the Holy

Ghost ^" As " He was anointed with a spiritual oil of gladness, that is with the Holy Ghost,

6 Mystag. ii. § 4, 7 I'scudo-Ambios. de Saoaiitcntis, II. c. 7. 8 Aiit. XI. c. 7, § 11. 9 J/js.>a«: iii. § 4.

> Cap. vii. = Af^olos. I. c. 3 De Baptismo, c. vi. 4 Mysiag. ii. § 4, note 3. 5 C.it. xvii. 35. * Ad Sniyrn. c. viii.

r Bingham, Ant. XII. c. 4. §§ 5) 6- ^ Mystng. iii. § i.
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called oil of gladness, because He is the author of spiritual gladness, so ye were anointed with

ointment, and made partakers and fellows of the Christ 9." The ceremony was very ancient

:

there is probably a reference to it in the words of Theophilus of Antioch' {c. a.d. lyo) :

"We are called Christians, because we are anointed with the oil of God." Tertullian, a little

later, after speaking of Baptism, says :
" Immediately on coming out of the Laver we are

thoroughly anointed with a consecrated unction ^ ;" and again, "After that, the hand is laid

upon us in benediction, invoking and inviting the Holy Ghost 3." In another passage'

he mentions also the sign of the Cross : "The flesh is washed, that the soul may be cleansed
;

the flesh is anointed that the soul may be consecrated ; the flesh is signed [with the Cross]

that the soul also may be guarded ; the flesh is overshadowed by imposition of the hand, that

the soul also may be illuminated by the Spirit."

The consecration of the ointment is compared by Cyril to the consecration of the

Eucharist ; after the invocation of the Holy Ghost it is no longer simple or common ointment,

but a gift (XiiptcTna) of Christ, and by the presence of the Holy Ghost is able to impart

of His Divine Nature. And this ointment is symbolically applied to thy forehead, and thy

other organs of sense s."

The ears, nostrils, and breast were each to be anointed, and Cyril explains the symbolical

meaning in each case by appropriate passages of Scripture ^.

The consecration of the chrism could be performed by none but the Bishop, and he

alone could anoint the forehead 7, Presbyters being allowed to anoint the breast, but only

with chrism received from the Bishop ^. The several ceremonies are thus explained in the

Apostolical Constitutions'^ : "This baptism is given into the death of Jesus: the water is

instead of the burial, and the oil instead of the Holy Ghost; the seal instead of the Cross;

the ointment is the confirmation of the Confession '."

In like manner the chrism is explained again, "The ointment is the seal of the

covenants %" that is, both of God's promises, and of the Baptismal vows.

The members to be anointed were not the same in all Churches, but everywhere the

chief ceremony was the anointing of the forehead with the sign of the Cross. This is what

Cyril calls "the Royal Sign 3," and "the Royal Seal to be borne upon the forehead of Christ's

soldiers 4," and again, " The Seal of the fellowship of the Holy Ghost s."

These last were probably the very words pronounced by the Bishop in making the sign

of the Cross on the forehead ; for by Canon 7 of the Second General Council at Antioch

(381), converts from heretical sects were to be "sealed or anointed with the holy ointment

on the forehead, eyes, nostrils, mouth, and ears. And in sealing them we say, ' The seal

of the gift of the Holy Ghost.'"

An additional prayer to be said by the Bishop is given in the Apostolical Constitutions '^

:

"O Lord God, the Unbegotten, who hast no Lord, who art Lord of all, who madest the odour

of the knowledge of the Gospel to go forth among all nations, grant also now that this

ointment may be efficacious upon him that is baptized (/3a7rrtfo/zeV<»), that the sweet odour of

thy Christ may remain firm and stable in him, and that having died with Him, he may arise

and live with Him."

The whole ceremony was called by the Greeks " Chrism," the " Unction " being regarded

by them as the chief part. In the Latin Church the name Confirmation is of later date, and

indicates that greater importance was then attached to the " Laying on of Hands " with

prayer.

9 ^rystag. iii. § 2. » Ad Autolycuin, i. 2 De Da/it. c. 7. 3 lb. c. 8. 4 Dc Rcsiiri: Camis, c. 8. 3 lb. g 3.

6 Myst. iii. § 4. 7 Apost. Const, iii. § 16 : " Let the Bishop .inoint those that are baptized witli oiiUmeiU (/xv'pw)."

8 See the authorities in Uingham, Ant. xii. c. 2, §§ i, 2. 9 iii. 17. ' Const. AJ>ost. vii. c. 22. ^ xb. vii. c. <3.

Cf. Cat. iii. 17. 3 Cat. iv. § 14. 4 lb. xii. § 8. 5 lb. xviii. 33. 6 vii. c. 44.
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Another ceremony, not alluded to by Cyril, was tlie saying of the Lord's Prayer by the

neophyte, standing up, and facing towards the East ?, after which he was also to pray, " O

God Almighty, the Father of Thy Christ, Thine Only-begotten Son, give me a body undefiled,

a clean heart, a watchful mind, an unerring knowledge, the inOuence {fTrif])oiT7](Tiv) of the Holy

Ghost for attainment and full assurance of the truth;, through Thy Christ, by whom be glory

to Thee in the Holy Ghost for ever. Amen."

CHAPTER V.

EucHARiSTic Rites. Liturgy.

§ I. jF/rsi Coininuuion. When the rites of Baptism and Chrism were completed, the new-

made Christians, clothed in white robes {Myst. iv. 8), and bearing each a lighted taper in his

hand, passed in procession from the Baptistery into the great " Church of the Resurrection.'

The time was still night, as we gather from the allusion in Frocat, § 15 :
" May God at length

shew you that night, that darkness which shines like the day, concerning which it is said. The

darkness shall not he hidden from ihce, and the night shall he light as the day." As the newly-

baptized entered the church, they were welcomed in the words of the 32nd Psalm. "Even

now," says Cyril {Procat., § 15), "let your ears ring, as it were, with that glorious sound,

when over your salvation the Angels shall chant, Blessed are they whose iniguittes areforgiven,

and whose sins are covered ; when like stars of the Church you shall enter in, bright in the

body and radiant in the soul." During the chanting of the Psalm the neophytes seem to

have stood in front of the raised *bema' or sanctuary, as we learn from Cyril's eloquent con-

temporary, Gregory Nazianzen, Orat. XL. §46 :
" The station in which presently after Baptism

thou wilt stand before the great sanctuary prefigures the glory from yonder heaven ; the

psalmody, with which thou wilt be welcomed, is a prelude of those heavenly hymns; the

lamps, which thou wilt light, are a mystic sign of the procession of lights, with which bright

and viro-in souls shall go forth to meet the Bridegroom, with the lamps of faith burning

brightly."

From the Syriac " Treatise of Severus, formerly Patriarch of Alexandria (Antioch), con-

cernino- the rites of Baptism and of Holy Communion (Synaxis) as received among the

Syrian Christians" (Resch, Agrapha, § 12, p. 361), we learn that it was the custom "to lift up

the newly-baptized to the altar, and after giving them the mysteries the Bishop {Sacerdos)

crowned them with garlands."

The white garments {Procat., § 2 : Mystag., iv. 88) were worn until the Octave of Easter,

Low Sunday, Dominica in Alhis (Bingham, XII. c. iv. § 3).

§ 2. The Liturgy. In Cyril's last Lecture, Mystagogic V ., he reminds his hearers of

what they had witnessed at their first Communion on Easter-day, and thus gives a most

valuable testimony to the prescribed form of administering the Holy Eucharist in the Eastern

Church in the middle of the fourth century.

Passing over all the preparatory portion of the Liturgy, he tells us first that the Deacon

brings water to the Bishop or Priest (t&) UpCC) and to the Presbyters who stand round the

altar, that they may wash their hands in token of the need of purification from sin ; a cere-

mony which evidently had reference to the words of the Psalmist, " I will wash mine hands

in innocency; so will I compass Thine altar, O Lord'." In some Churches, perhaps also at

Jerusalem, the words were actually chanted during the ablution -.

" Then the Deacon cries aloud, Receive ye one another : and let us salute (aoTrnfw^e^ci)

one another." In the Clementine Liturgy 3 the "Kiss of Peace" precedes the "Ablution."

7 Const. Aj>ast. vii. c. 4^. ' lifyitas: v. § 2. * Did. Chi; Ant. " Lavabo." 3 A/ost. Cons', viii. c. 11.
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Sometimes these two sentences are combined :
" Salute ye one another wiih ilic holy

kiss 4." In the Liturgy of S. J^^mes there are two separate rubrics, one immediately after the
dismissal of the Catechumens, " Take knowledge one of another," and a second after the
Creed, " Let us embrace {aya-ijacofiev) one another with a holy kiss."

" After this the Priest (Upevs) cries aloud, Lift up your hearts. Then ye answer, We lift

them up unto the Lords."

The meaning of this Preface, as explained by Cyril, is an exhortation by the Priest, or

Bishop when present, and a promise by the people, to raise all their thoughts to God on
high, in preparation for the great Thanksgiving to which they were further invited: "Let
us give thanks unto the Lord,"—" It is meet and right <^."

Then follows a very brief summary of the Eucharistic Preface, and after that the Trisagion 7^

corresponding in part to the long Thanksgiving in the Apostolic Constituiiotis for all God's

mercies in creation, providence, and redemption ^.

It is important to observe how S. Cyril in this and the following sections associates the

people with the Priest, using throughout the Plural " We." That this is intentional and

significant, we may learn from a passage of S. Cbrysostom9 which is so interesting that we
may be allowed to translate it at length :

" Sometimes moreover no difference is made
between the Priest and those over whom he presides, as for example when we are to partake

of the awful mysteries ; for we are all alike deemed worthy of the same privileges : not as in

the Old Covenant some parts were eaten by the Priest, and others by the governed (6 apxp^],<:vos),

and it was not lawful for the people to share in what the Priest partook of. It is not so now :

but one Body is set before all, and one Cup. And in the prayers also one may see the laity

contributing much. For the prayers on behalf of the Energumens, and on behalf of those in

Penitence are offered in common both by the Priest and by themselves; and all say one

prayer, a prayer that is full of compassion. Again, after we have excluded from the sacred

precincts those who are unable to partake of the Holy Table, there is another prayer to be

made, and we all alike lie prostrate on the floor, and all alike rise up. When again we are to

receive and give a kiss of peace, we all alike embrace each other. Again even amid the

most tremendous Mysteries the Priest prays over the people, and the people over

the Priest : for the formula, " With Thy Spirit," is nothing else than this. The words of

the Thanksgiving again are common : for he does not give thanks alone, but also the whole

people. For having first got their answer, and they agreeing that ' It is meet and right so to

do,' he then begins the thanksgiving. And why wonder that the people sometimes speak

with the Priest, when even with the very Cherubim and the Powers on high they send up

those sacred hymns in common. Now all this I have said in order that each of the common
people (t«i' dpxofie''(ov) also may be vigilant, that we may learn that we are all one Body,

having only as much difference between one and another, as between members and members,

and may not cast the whole work upon the Priests, but ourselves also care for the whole Church

even as for a common Body."

It is remarkable that in Cyril's account of the Eucharistic rites in this Lecture there is not

the slightest reference to the words of Institution, though these hold so prominent a place

before the Invocation both in the Clementine Liturgy and in the Liturgy of S. James. But

we cannot justly assume, from a mere omission in so brief a summary, that the Commem-
oration of the Institution had no place in the Liturgy then in use at Jerusalem. It seems

more probable that Cyril did not think it necessary, after his repeated references to the Insti-

tution in the preceding Lecture, to make further mention of a custom so well known as the

recitation of Christ's own words in the course of the Prayer preceding the Invocation. On

* A/:'s/.Ce/tsi.\n\. c. 11. Compare Justin M. yl/Wc,;. I. c. 65. S Mj'sfa^:: v. § 4. * § 5. 7 § 6. ^ A/iosf. C<^ns/. v'ni. c. 12,

See the Eucharistic Preface of the Liturgy of S. James in note 4 on Mystag. v. § 6. » In l-'/Ul. II. ad Cor. Homil. xviii. § 3.
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Another ceremony, not alluded to by Cyril, was the saying of the Lord's Prayer by the

neophyte, standing up, and facing towards the East 7, after which he was also to pray, " O

God Almighty, the Father of Thy Christ, Thine Only-begotten Son, give me a body undefiled,

a clean heart, a watchful mind, an unerring knowledge, the influence {inKpoiTrjaiv) of the Holy

Ghost for attainment and full assurance of the truth, through Thy Christ, by whom be glory

to Thee in the Holy Ghost for ever. Amen."

CHAPTER V.

EucHARiSTic Rites. Liturgy.

•

§ I. First Coininunion. When the rites of Baptism and Chrism were completed, the new-

made Christians, clothed in white robes {Myst. iv. 8), and bearing each a lighted taper in his

hand, passed in procession from the Baptistery into the great " Church of the Resurrection.'

The time was still night, as we gather from the allusion in Procat., § 15 :
" May God at length

shew you that night, that darkness which shines like the day, concerning which it is said, The

darkness shall not be hidden from thcc, and the night shall be light as the day." As the newly-

baptized entered the church, they were welcomed in the words of the 32nd Psalm. "Even

now," says Cyril {Frocat., § 15), "let your ears ring, as it were, with that glorious sound,

when over your salvation the Angels shall chant. Blessed are they whose iniquities areforgiven,

and whose sitis are covered ; when like stars of the Church you shall enter in, bright in the

body and radiant in the soul." During the chanting of the Psalm the neophytes seem to

have stood in front of the raised 'bema' or sanctuary, as we learn from Cyril's eloquent con-

temporary, Gregory Nazianzen, Oral. XL. §46 :
" The station in which presently after Baptism

thou wilt stand before the great sanctuary prefigures the glory from yonder heaven ; the

psalmody, with which thou wilt be welcomed, is a prelude of those heavenly hymns; the

lamps, which thou wilt light, are a mystic sign of the procession of lights, with which bright

and vir-^in souls shall go forth to meet the Bridegroom, with the lamps of faith burning

brightly."

From the Syriac "Treatise of Severus, formerly Patriarch of Alexandria (Antioch), con-

cerning the rites of Baptism and of Holy Communion (Synaxis) as received among the

Syrian Christians" (Resch, Agrapha, § 12, p. 361), we learn that it was the custom " to Hft up

the newly-baptized to the altar, and after giving them the mysteries the Bishop {Sacerdos)

crowned them with garlands."

The white garments {Frocat., § 2 : Mystag., iv. 88) were worn until the Octave of Easter,

Low Sunday, Dominica in Albis (Bingham, XII. c. iv. § 3).

§ 2. The Liturgy. In Cyril's last Lecture, Mystagogic V., he reminds his hearers of

what they had witnessed at their first Communion on Easter-day, and thus gives a most

valuable testimony to the prescribed form of administering the Holy Eucharist in the Eastern

Church in the middle of the fourth century.

Passing over all the preparatory portion of the Liturgy, he tells us first that the Deacon

brings water to the Bishop or Priest (rw UpfC) and to the Presbyters Avho stand round the

altar, that they may wash their hands in token of the need of purification from sin ; a cere-

mony which evidently had reference to the words of the Psalmist, " I will wash mine hands

in innocency; so will I compass Thine altar, O Lord'." In some Churches, perhaps also at

Jerusalem, the words were actually chanted during the ablution ^.

" Then the Deacon cries aloud. Receive ye one another : and let us salute (acnraCoj^tda)

one another." In the Clementine Liturgy 3 the " Kiss of Peace " precedes the " Ablution."

7 Coicsi. Ajiost. vii. c. 44. > Myitag. v. § 2. * Did, Chr. Ant. " Lav.ibo." 3 A/niit. Cons', viii. c. 11.
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Sometimes these two sentences are combined: "Salute ye one another wiih ihc holy
kiss*," In the Liturgy of S. James there are two separate rubrics, one immediately after the
dismissal of the Catechumens, " Take knowledge one of another," and a second after the

Creed, " Let us embrace {dya-tja-cofifi') one another with a holy kiss."'

"After this the Priest (jfpev'r) cries aloud, Lift up your hearts. Then ye answer, We lift

them up unto the Lords."

The meaning of this Preface, as explained by Cyril, is an exhortation by the Priest, or

Bishop when present, and a promise by the people, to raise all their thoughts to God on
high, in preparation for the great Thanksgiving to which they were further invited :

'* Let

us give thanks unto the Lord,"—" It is meet and right ^"

Then follows a very brief summary of the Eucharistic Preface, and after that the Trisagion 7,

corresponding in part to the long Thanksgiving in the Apostolic Constitutio7is for all God's

mercies in creation, providence, and redemption ^.

It is important to observe how S. Cyril in this and the following sections associates the

people with the Priest, using throughout the Plural " We." That this is intentional and
significant, we may learn from a passage of S. Chrysostom 9 which is so interesting that we
may be allowed to translate it at length :

" Sometimes moreover no difference is made
between the Priest and those over whom he presides, as for example when we are to partake

of the awful mysteries ; for we are all alike deemed worthy of the same privileges : not as in

the Old Covenant some parts were eaten by the Priest, and others by the governed (6 apx^^^i^vo^),

and it was not lawful for the people to share in what the Priest partook of. It is not so now :

but one Body is set before all, and one Cup. And in the prayers also one may see the laity

contributing much. For the prayers on behalf of the Energumens, and on behalf of those in

Penitence are offered in common both by the Priest and by themselves; and all say one

prayer, a prayer that is full of compassion. Again, after we have excluded from the sacred

precincts those who are unable to partake of the Holy Table, there is another prayer to be

made, and we all alike lie prostrate on the floor, and all alike rise up. When again we are to

receive and give a kiss of peace, we all alike embrace each other. Again even amid the

most tremendous Mysteries the Priest prays over the people, and the people over

the Priest : for the formula, " With Thy Spirit," is nothing else than this. The words of

the Thanksgiving again are common : for he does not give thanks alone, but also the whole

people. For having first got their answer, and they agreeing that ' It is meet and right so to

do,' he then begins the thanksgiving. And why wonder that the people sometimes speak

with the Priest, when even with the very Cherubim and the Powers on high they send up

those sacred hymns in common. Now all this I have said in order that each of the common
people (t«v dpxofievap) also may be vigilant, that we may learn that we are all one Body,

having only as much difference between one and another, as between members and members,

and may not cast the whole work upon the Priests, but ourselves also care for the whole Church

even as for a common Body."

It is remarkable that in Cyril's account of the Eucharistic rites in this Lecture there is not

the slightest reference to the words of Institution, though these hold so prominent a place

before the Invocation both in the Clementine Liturgy and in the Liturgy of S. James. But

we cannot justly assume, from a mere omission in so brief a summary, that the Commem-
oration of the Institution had no place in the Liturgy then in use at Jerusalem. It seems

more probable that Cyril did not think it necessary, after his repeated references to the Insti-

tution in the preceding Lecture, to make further mention of a custom so well known as the

recitation of Christ's own words in the course of the Prayer preceding the Invocation. On

* yl/js/. Const. v\i\. c. 11. Compare Justin M. .4 /(j/c.j. I. c. 65. S Jl/ysia^. v. § 4. ^§5. 7 §6. » Ajiost. CansL \ni. c. ta.

See the Eucharistic Preface of the Liturgy of S. James in note 4 on Myslas- v. § 6. 9 In Epist. II. ad Cor. Iloniil. -wiii. § 3,
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the previous day he had quoted S. Paul's account of the Institution, with the remark, " Since

then He Himself has declared and said of the Bread, This is My Body, who shall dare doubt

any longer ? And since he has Himself affirmed and said, This is My Blood, who shall ever

hesitate, saying that it is not His Blood ' ?" The like efficacy he again ascribes to " the Lord's

declaration " concerning both the Bread and the Wine, that they are " the Body and Blood of

Christ ^"

In the Didache, which gives the oldest elements of an Eucharistic Service, there is neither

the Commemoration nor the Invocation, but only two short and simple forms of Thanksgiving

"for the Holy Vine of David," and " for the broken Bread 3."

Justin Martyr seems to imply that the consecration is effected by the Commemoration of

Christ's own words in the Institution :
" We have been taught," he says, " that the food which

is blessed by the prayer of the word which comes from Him {Tr]v hC fvx^s \6yov Toi nap airov

evxapia-Trjdeia-av Tpo(j>r]v), and by which our blood and flesh are by transmutation nourished, is the

Flesh and Blood of that Jesus who was made Flesh." He gives no separate Invocation of the

Holy Ghost, but this may have been supplied in the "praise and glory" or in the "prayers

and thanksgivings " sent up " to the Father of all through the name of the Son and of the Holy

Ghost 4."

Irenseus is apparently the earliest writer who represents the Invocation of the Holy Ghost

as the immediate act of consecration :
" We make an oblation to God of the bread and

the cup of blessing, giving Flim thanks for that He has commanded the earth to bring forth

these fruits for our nourishment. And then, having completed the oblation, we call forth

{eKKa\oviJL€i>) the Holy Spirit, that He may exhibit this sacrifice, both the bread the Body of

Christ, and the cup the Blood of Christ, in order that the partakers of these antitypes may
obtain the remission of sins and life eternal s."

Mr. Hammond writes that, " By the Oriental Churches an Invocation of the Holy Si:)irit is

considered necessary to complete ihe consecration. In the three Oriental Families of Litur-

gies such an Invocation is invariably found shortly after the Words of Institution ^."

It is in accordance with this statement that, we find Cyril so frequently declaring that the

elements which before the Invocation are simple bread and wine, become after the

Invocation the Body and Blood of Christ 7, In the first of the passages referred to below

he speaks of " the Holy Invocation of the Adorable Trinity," in the others of the Holy Spirit only.

Cyril next describes the Invocation as " completing the Spiritual Sacrifice, the bloodless

Service," and then gives a summary of the "Great Intercession" as made "over that

Sacrifice of the Propitiation." The Intercession, as represented by Cyril, is not simply

a prayer, but an offering of the Sacrifice ^, and this is in accordance with the usual language

of the Liturgies. " We offer to Thee, O Lord, on behalf also of Thy holy places, which

Thou hast glorified by the Theophany of Thy Christ, and by the visitation of Thine
All-Holy Spirit : especially on behalf of glorious Sion, the Mother of all the Churches,

and on behalf of Thy Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church throughout the whole world '."

In the Liturgy of S. Chrysostom, as now commonly used in the Orthodox Eastern Church,

we find the fuller phrase, " We offer unto Thee ^his reasonable Service on behalf of the

world, on behalf of the Ploly Catholic and Apostolic Church 2."

In some particulars Cyril's summary agrees most nearly with the Clementine Liturgy,

as, for example, in the prayer "for the King and those in authority, and for the whole

army, that they may be at peace with us 3," In others he follows the Liturgy of S. James,

I Jilystag. iv. § i. = lb. § 6 : sec also § 7. 3 Capp. ix., x. 4 Aj>ol. I. cc. 65—67.
5 Frag, xxxviii. 6 Liturgies, p. 382. 7 Mysta^. v, i. § 7 ; iii. § 3 ; v. § 7-

** Mystag. V. § 8 : Taunjc Trpotr^ipoixtv rrji' 0vcFLa.v. » Hammond, Liturgy 0/ S. Janus, p. .13.

-• lb. p. 113. 3 lb. p iS.
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as in the intercession for "every Christian soul afflicted and distressed, that stands in
need of Thy pity and succour *."

Cyril next describes the commemoration of departed Saints, and "of all who in

l\ast years have (Men asleep among us," that is, in the bosom of the Church, and states

Iiis belief "that it will be a very great benefit to the souls, for whom the supplication is

l)ut up while that holy and most awful Sacrifice is presented 5." He refers to objections

against this belief, and brings forward in defence of it a reason applicable only to sinners :

"When we offer," he says, "our supplications for those who have fallen asleep, though
they be sinners, we offer up Christ sacrificed for our sins, propitiating our merciful God
for them as well as for ourselves^." His language on this subject seems in fact to shew
an advance in doctrine beyond the earliest Liturgies. In those of S. James and S. Basil

we find prayers that the offering may be acceptable as a propitiation "for the rest of the

souls that have fallen asleep aforetime;" and again, "that we may find mercy and "race

with all the Saints who have ever been pleasing in Thy sight from generation to generation,

forefathers, fathers. Patriarchs, Prophets, Apostles, Martyrs, Confessors, Teachers, holy

men, and every righteous spirit made perfect in the faith of Thy Christ."

There is nothing here, nor in the Clementine Liturgy, nor in that of S. Mark, cor-

responding to the purpose which Cyril ascribes to the commemoration, " that at their

prayers and intercessions God would receive our petition." In the Anaphora of S. Chrysos-

tom contained in the later form of the Liturgy of Constantinople we find, apparently for

.the first time, this prayer added to the commemoration of all Saints, "at whose supplications

look upon us, O God."

There was much controversy on the subject of prayers for the dead in Cyril's time,

and the objections which he notices were brought into prominence by Aerius, and rebuked

by Epiphanius 7.

From the commemoration of the departed Cyril passes at once to the Lord's Prayer^,

omitting the Preface which is found in the Liturgies of S. James and S. Mark. In the

Clementine Liturgy, contrary to general use, the Lord's Prayer is not said at all, Cyril adds

an exposition of each petition, and gives an unusual explanation of eVtovVtor, for which see the

footnote : he also explains rod novrjpov as referring to " the wicked one," following in this the

Embolismus of S. James, " deliver us from the wicked one and from his works."

" After this the Bishop says. Holy things for holy men ?." Chrysostom explains this as

being both an invitation to the Faithful in general to communicate, and a warning to the

unholy to withdraw. " The Bishop, with loud voice and awe-inspiring cry, raising high his arm
like a herald, and standing on high in sight of all, above that awful silence cries aloud, inviting

some and repelling others, and doing this not with his hand, but with his tongue more clearly

than with the hand For when he says. Holy things for the holy, he means this : AVho-

soever is not holy, let him not draw near'."

In regard to the doctrinal significance of the formula, Dr. Waterland's remarks should be

consulted^.

The response of the people to the " Sancta Sanctis " is given by Cyril 3 in accordance with

the Liturgy of S. James and the Clementine :
" One is Holy, One is the Lord, Jesus Christ

:

"

but he does not mention the " Gloria in excelsis" nor the " Hosanna," both of which follow

here in the Clementine.

"After this," says Cyril, "ye hear the chanter inviting you with a sacred melody to the

Communion of the Holy Mysteries, and saying, O tasle and see that the Lord is good^. This

4 Hammond, Liturgy ofS . James, p. 44. 5 g q. 6 § lo. 7 Hcrjcs. l\.\v. § 7. Cf. Bingli. Ant. XV. c. 3,

§ 16 ; Diet. Chr. Biog. "Aerius." 8 lifyitag. V. S ti. 9 lb. § 19. ' Horn. xvii. in Hchr. These Homilies were

edited after Chrysostom's deatli. * A Review o/t/te Doctrine of the Eiiciiarisi, ex. 3 § ig. 4 § 20.
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agrees with the Clementine rubric :
" Let the 33rd Psalm be sung while all the rest are par-

taking." In the Liturgy of S. James, while the Bishop is breaking the Bread and dipping it

in the Wine, the "Agnus Dei" and several Psalms were sung: but of these there is no

mention in the Clementine Liturgy or in Cyril.

On Cyril's directions for receiving the Bread and the Cup with due reverence, see the foot-

notes on the passages s.

His final injunction to remain for the prayer and thanksgiving is taken from that in the

Clementine Liturgy :
" Having partaken of the precious Body and the precious Blood of

Christ, let us give thanks to Him who hath counted us worthy to partake of His holy Mys-

teries
" The thanksgiving, benediction, concluding prayers, and dismissal, vary much in the

different Liturgies.

CHAPTER VI.

Effects of Baptism and of Chrism.

§ I. Baptism. When we try to ascertain the exact relation between Baptism and the

Unction or Chrism which immediately followed, we find that Cyril's teaching on the subject

has been understood in very different senses. By some he is thought to regard the Unction

as being merely an accessory rite of the one great Sacrament of Baptism
]
to others he seems

to draw a clear distinction between them, assigning to each its proper grace and efficacy.

The former view is stated by the Oxford editor, Milles, in his note on the words : "And in

like manner to you also, after you had come up from the pool of the sacred waters, there was

given an unction, a figure {avT'nv-nov) of that with which Christ was anointed ; and that is the

Holy Ghost '." " It is evident," says Milles, " from his words here, that the Chrism of which

Cyril treats in this Lecture is not to be referred to the Unction which is administered by the

Romanists in Confirmation. For every one sees that by Unction in this passage a ceremony

of Baptism is indicated. The ancients employed two Unctions in Baptism, the first before

the immersion in the water, of which he spoke in the preceding Lecture; the second imme-

diately upon ascending from the water, of which he speaks in this Lecture."

This opinion is elaborately discussed by the Benedictine editor, Touttee, Dissertatio iii.

c. 7, who argues that the Unction described by Cyril is a Sacrament distinct from Baptism,

that it has for its proper grace the gift of the Holy Spirit, and further that this gift is not

conferred in Baptism. Of these assertions the first and second appear to represent Cyril's

view correctly : the last is an exaggeration and a mistake, the tendency of which is to identify

the Chrism of the Eastern Church with that which is used in Confirmation by the Roman

Church, and to exalt the rite of Confirmation as a proper Sacrament distinct from Baptism,

and even superior to it. A view differing in some respects from both of these has been

recently put forward by a learned and devout writer of our own Church, who has fully dis-

cussed the teaching of Cyril and other Eastern Fathers, and gives the result of his investigation

in the following " Summary ^i" "For very many centuries the Christians of the East have

never been forced to define to themselves at all clearly the position of a person baptized but

unconfirmed. Their mode of administering Confirmation {Chrism}) by the hands of the

baptizing Presbyter—though among the Greeks and some others with chrism prepared by the

Bishop—relieves them from the necessity which weighs upon us Westerns, of teaching

Christian children what their status is between the two rites. Confirmation {Chrism}) is for

them, far more than it has been for a long while in the West, a factor in Baptism. Only

5 §§ 21, 22. Mystag. iii. § i.

2 A. J. Mason, D.D., The Relation of Couftrmation to Baptism, p. 389. Though I find myself compelleil to difier widely from

my friend Canon Mason in the interpretation of Cyril's teaching on this subject, I cannot refrain from expressing my sincere

admiration of the tone and purpose of his treatise, and of the learning and research which it exhibits.
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a more or less conscious desire not to fall behind Western teachers in honouring the per-
fecting Unction can have led their later authorities to treat that Unction as a sacrament
numerically distinct from Baptism. To all the early doctors of the East the two things *are

one, and Baptism culminates in the Unction. The tendency among Oriental Christian's was,
not to attribute to Baptism in our modern sense the gift of the Holy Ghost, but rather to
consider Baptism by itself as a bare rite, benefiting the body alone, and dependent for its

spiritual efficacy upon other actions, after and before. Not that this tendency has its full way.
The Greek Fathers may be said certainly on the whole to trace the forgiveness of sins, the
preparatory cleansing, to the baptismal Laver ; the gift of the Holy Ghost, for the ordinary
purposes of Christian living, they trace, like S. Chrysostom, to that act which comes " im-
mediately after Baptism, and before the Mysteries."

\Mien we come to inquire how far these several theories agree with the teaching of Cyril
himself, we must in the outset put aside altogether the name Confirmation .- for as applied to
the Unction used in the Eastern Church it is only confusing and misleading. In the early

ages of the Church Confirmaiion was not known even by name. In the Latin Church " neither
Tertullian, Cyprian, Ambrose, Augustine, Jerome, nor any of the Latin Fathers, makes mention
of Confirmation in this sense. Nor have the Greeks any word to answer to this Latin term 3."

So far, therefore, Milles appears to be perfectly right in refusing to connect the Chrism of
which Cyril treats with the Unction used in Confirmation by the Roman Church,

We may add that in Cyril's account of Chrism it is wholly unconnected with Confirmation

both in its symbolic reference and in its outward form. Chrism, he says, is the antitype of
the Unction of Christ by the Holy Ghost at His Baptism : Confirmation is universally ad-

mitted to have been a following of the Apostles in their laying on of hands. But in that

Apostolic rite there was no unction, and in Chrism there was no such laying on of hands.

In several passages Cyril clearly distinguishes the outward form of Baptism from the

spiritual grace.

" If thy body be here, but not thy mind, it profiteth thee nothing. Even Simon Magus
once came to the Laver : he was baptized, but was not enlightened ; and though he dipped

his body in water, he enlightened not his heart with the Spirit : his body went down and came
up, but his soul was not buried with Christ, nor raised with Him 4."

It is impossible here to regard " the Spirit " as referring to the grace of Unction : for

(i) Baptism was not accompanied by Unction in the time of the Apostles, and (2) we should

thus make a false antithesis between the outward part of the one rite ("he dipped his body in

water "), and the inivard part of the other. Here, therefore, Cyril attributes enlightenment of

the heart by the Spirit to Baptism apart from Unction, and at the same time lays stress upon

the difference between the worthy and unworthy recipient of the outward form.

The importance of this difference is further enforced throughout the next two sections, and

at the close of § 4 the distinction between the outward sign and inward grace of Baptism,

strictly so called, is again asserted, " though the water will receive thee, the Spirit will not

accept thee."

" Some might suppose," it is said, " from these words that Cyril thought of water and the

Spirit as the sign and the thing signified in Baptism respectively, and a passage in a later

Lecture upon the subject of the Sacrament (of Baptism) at first confirms that impressions."

To suppose that Cyril had any other thought in the former passage, seems to mc
impossible for any ordinary reader; and the later passage, not only at first, but more fully

the longer it is considered, confirms that impression beyond all doubt. The whole quotation,

including Cat. iii. §§ 3, 4, is too long to repeat here, but may be read in its proper place.

3 Suicer, Thesaurus, y^picna. * Prccal. § 2. S Mason, uli suj)r., p. 337,
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It will be sufilcient to give the passages which are of chief importance in the question before

us,,according to Canon Mason's translation.

Cat. iii. § 3. " Do not attend to the laver as mere water, but to the spiritual grace given

along with the water "
. . .

" the mere water, receiving the invocation of the Holy Ghost, and

of Christ, and of the Father, acquires a power of sanctity. For since man is a two-fold being

composed of soul and body, the cleansing element also is two-fold, the incorporeal for the

incorporeal, the bodily for the body. And the water cleanses the body, but the Spirit seals

the soul, in order that having our hearts sprinkled by the Spirit, and our bodies washed with

pure water, we may draw nigh to God. When, therefore, you are about to go down into the

water do not pay attention to the mere nature of the water, but expect salvation by the

operation of the Holy Ghost. For without both it is impossible for thee to be perfected."

No words could state more clearly the distinction between the outward sign and the

inward grace of Baptism, and the absolute necessity for both. There is no posssible reference

to Unction, but " the operation of the Holy Ghost " in cleansing and sealing the soul is

unmistakably connected with Baptism as " the grace given with the water" (iiera rov vSaros),

and below, as " the seal by water " (rr]v St' vdaros acjipaylda), the latter phrase shewing that

Baptism by water is the sigmwi efficax of the grace in question.

Cyril then quotes our Lord's words, Except a i)ian be born of water and the Spirit^ he

ca7i7tot enter into the kingdom of God, and explains them thus :
'' On the one hand he who is

being baptized (/3a7rTtCoVe''oj) with the water, but has not had the Spirit vouchsafed to him

(Kara^KodeU), has not the grace in perfection : on the other hand, even if a man be dis-

tinguished for virtue in his deeds, but does not receive the seal bestowed by means of water

(rriv 81 vdaTos (r(f)pay'i8a), he shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven." Canon Mason,

whose translation I have followed, finds here a reference both to Baptism and to Unction as

"the first baptismal act and the second," and in support of this interpretation gives a second

and more emphatic version :
" He who is in course of being baptized with the water, but has

not yet had the Spirit vouchsafed to him, has not the grace in perfection." This introduction

of the word ''yet," in order to represent a distinction between two separate acts, is not

justified either by the reading of the older editions (ov8e ra, vdan ^anTi^onevos nr/ Kara^iadth

5e Tov TlvevfiaTos), nor by that of Codices Monac. Roe, Casaub. adopted by Reischl (ovre

6 iBf^aTTTia-fifvos k.t.X.), uor by the Benedictine text (ovre 6 ^anTi^ofievos k.t.X.). The obvious

meaning of the passage, with either reading, is that " the man who in Baptism did not receive

the Holy Spirit, has not the grace (of Baptism) complete." The Benedictine Editor in his

elaborate argument for regarding Chrism as a distinct sacrament s*, does not even refer to

this passage.

A statement which is important in this connexion is found in Mystag. ii. § 6 :
" Let no

one then suppose that Baptism is the grace of remission of sins only, or further of adoption,

as the Baptism of John conferred only remission of sins ; but as we know full well that

it cleanses from sins and procures a gift of the Holy Spirit, so also it is a counterpart

{iivTiTvnov) of the sufferings of Christ."

Here besides "the remission of sins, which no man receiveth without the Holy Spirit^,"

we find "a gift of the Holy Ghost," and the fellowship of Christ's Passion distinctly attributed

to Baptism.

If the " adoption " mentioned at the beginning of this passage were identical (as Touttee

thinks) with the "gift of the Holy Ghost," it would by no means follow that Cyril here means
to include Unction in Baptism. For the grace which beyond all others is exclusively attached

to Baptism, and not to Unction, is the new birth, and this is *' the new birth into freedom

S« Dhserf. iii. c. 8. 6 Hooker, E.P. V. l.wi. § 6.

y
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and adopiionT." In fiict Cyril's teacliing on this point is in strict accordance with lliat

of St. Paul in Gal. iv. 4-6, that we first receive the adoption of sons (vlodea-lav), and then
" because ye are sons, God sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, Abba,

Father." So again in Rom. viii. 15, 16, he says, " Ye received the Spirit of adoption, whereby

7ve cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit Himself beareth witness with our spirit that we are

the children of God." In both passages St. Paul clearly distinguishes two things, " the

adoption " itself, and the witness of it by *' the Spirit of adoption." Cf. Bengel on v. 4

:

" Prius adoptioneni, deinde Spirituin adoptionis accepimus ;

" and on v. 6 :
" Filiorum statuni

sequitur inhabitatio Spiritus Sancti, non banc ille." The adoption itself belongs to Baptism

strictly so called, in which we are made children of God and joint heirs with Christ (cf

Cat. iii. 15) : the witness of the indwelling Spirit of adoption is the special grace ascribed

to Chrism in the Eastern Church, and to Confirmation in the Western. There are many
other passages in which Cyril ascribes to Baptism itself, as distinct from Chrism, a gift

of the Spirit, such as the following :
" But He trieth the soul : He casteth not His pearls

before the swine : if thou dissemble, men will baptize thee now, but the Spirit will not

baptize thee ^."

" The Lord, preventing us according to His loving-kindness, has granted repentance

at Baptism, in order that we may cast off the chief—nay, rather the whole burden of

our sins, and having received the seal by the Holy Ghost, may be made heirs of eternal life 9."

Again, after speaking of ** the invocation of grace having sealed the soul," he adds

:

" Having gone down dead in sins, thou comest up quickened in righteousness. For if

thou hast been u?iited with the likeness of the Saviour's death, thou shalt also be deemed

worthy of His Resurrection ^" The benefits ascribed to Baptism in these several passages

without any allusion to Chrism, are brought together with rhetorical effect in the Introductory

Lecture, § 16 : "Great is the Baptism that lies before you; a ransom to captives, a remission

of offences, a death of sin, a new birth of the soul, a garment of light, a holy indissoluble

seal, a chariot to heaven, the delight of Paradise, a welcome into the kingdom, the gift of

adoption."

From such language it is clear beyond question that in Cyril of Jerusalem, not to speak

of other Oriental Fathers, the tendency is not " to consider Baptism by itself as a bare

rite, benefiting the body alone, and dependent for its spiritual efficacy upon other actions

after and before," but as depending on the power of the Holy Ghost, and the sincerity

of repentance and faith in man.

If further proof were needed, a glance at the Index under the word " Baptism " will

shew the extraordinary richness, variety, and precision of Cyril's teaching, as to the gifts

of the Holy Ghost conferred therein.

§ 2. Chrism. When spiritual blessings so many and so great have been ascribed to

Baptism, in what light, it may be asked, does Cyril regard the Unction which follows? Does

he treat it as being merely an additional ceremony subordinate to Baptism, or as having for

its own proper grace some special gift of the Holy Ghost ? We find no answer to this ques-

tion in the earlier course of Lectures ^. But that Chrism was not regarded by Cyril as a mere

accessory to Baptism, as INIilles thoughts, may be safely inferred from the fact that in announc-

ing the subjects of his Mystagogic Lectures, he mentions first Baptism, then "the seal of the

fellowship of the Holy Ghost," and then " the Mysteries at the altar of the New Covenant t
:

"

and this inference is fully confirmed by his language elsewhere: "Ye have heard enough

of Baptism, and Chrism, and partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ s." A mere additional

7 Cat. i. 2. 8 lb. xvii. § 36. 9 lb. iv 37. » lb. iii. § 12. ^ Upon the supposed allusion to Clirism

in Cat. xvi. § 26, see below, p. xxxiv. 3 Note on Mystng. iii. §1, 4 Cat. xviii. § 33. S Mysiag: v. § i.

VOL. VII. d



xxxiv INTRODUCTION.

ceremony of Baptism could not have been so independently placed between the two great

Sacraments, and, as it were, in the same rank with them.

The importance thus attached to Chrism is further sliewn in the fact that Cyril uses the

very same language in reference to the consecration of the ointment of Chrism, and of the

water of Baptism, and of the Eucharistic elements. " The bread and wine of the Eucharist

before the Invocation of the Holy and Adorable Trinity are simple (Xito's) bread and wine, but

after the Invocation the Bread becomes the Body and the Wine the Blood of Christ^."

" Regard not the Laver as simple (Xirw) water, but rather regard the spiritual grace that is given

with the water?." ''The simple water having received the Invocation of the Holy Ghost, and

of Christ, and of the Father, acquires a new power of holiness ^."

" But see thou suppose not this to be plain (xj/iXov) ointment. For as the Bread of the

Eucharist, after the Invocation of the Holy Ghost is no longer simple (Xito's) bread, but the

Body of Christ; so also this holy ointment is no longer plain (a/^iXc);/) ointment, nor, as one

might say, common, after Invocation, but Christ's gift of grace {xapiajm), and is made effectual

to impart the Holy Ghost by the presence of His own Godhead 9."

The spiritual benefits which Cyril ascribes to the Unction are set forth in the same

Eecture. "This holy thing is a spiritual safeguard of the body, and salvation of the soul"

(S 7) : it sanctifies all the organs of sense :
" the body is anointed with the visible ointment,

and the soul is sanctified by the Holy and life-giving Spirit "
(§ 3). After being anointed the

Christian is now entitled to that name in its fullest sense ^ ; he is clothed with the whole

armour of the Holy Ghost, that he may stand against the power of the adversary : he may say,

'^Ican do all things in Christ who strengthe?ielh me "
(§ 4).

In regard to the supposed identity of Chrism and Confirmation, it is important to notice

carefully how Cyril speaks of the laying on of hands in the only passage where he men-

tions it ^

He first illustrates the freedom of the Spirit, and His independence of human agency, by

the gift of prophecy to the seventy elders, including Eldad and Medad : he then refers to the

gift of the spirit of wisdom to Joshua by the laying on of Moses' hands 3, and adds, " Thou

seest everywhere the figure {tvttov) in the Old Testament, and in the New the same. In Moses'

time the Spirit was given by laying on of hands {x.^ipo6eaia), and Peter gives the Spirit by laying

on of hands 4 : and upon thee also, who art to be baptized, the grace is about to come ; but

the manner (rh nus) I tell thee not, for I do not forestall the time."

From this passage it has been inferred (i) that Cyril alludes to a gift of the Spirit by laying

on of hands in immediate connexion with Baptism and Unction s, and (2) that he refers this

gift of the Spirit not to Baptism itself, but to the laying on of hands, or to the Unction

as a figure that answers to it ^.

(i) The first of these inferences is opposed to the fact that Cyril neither mentions the

laying on of hands as part of the actual ceremonial in Baptism or Unction, nor as the analogous

rite in the old Testament, but on the contrary expressly says ? that the symbol (t6 aCn^oXov) of

this holy Chrism in the Old Testament lies in the consecration of Aaron to be High Priest,

when Moses, "after the washing in water anointed him, and he was called 'anointed,' evidently

from this figurative unction (toC xp''''"A'aTos hr]Ka.hr] toO tvuikov)."

(2) In support of the second inference the argument offered is as follows : "That the Spirit

was to come upon them in the course of their Baptism is here again clearly stated ; but that

Cyril did not intend them to suppose that Baptism itself would convey the gift is equally clear.

Again and again in earlier Lectures, as well as in the words actually before us, Cyril has taught

them to expect the gift in Baptism ; if therefore the immersion itself were to be the means of

6 jlfys/ag-. i. § 7. 7 Cat. iii. § 3. 8 IUdcw. 9 Mysiag. iii. 3. ' lb. iii. §1. = Cat. xvi. §g 25,

3 Peut. xxxiv. 9 4 Act* viii. 17. 9 Touttee, 6 Mason, p. 341, wUh note, 7 Mysiag. iii. 6.
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receiving it, he has already told them his secret. Yet now he says that lie will not tell them

'how' they are to receive it. That remains for a future occasion^." The mistake, as

I venture to consider it, lies in the words which I have marked with italics. For of the

mysteries which were to be concealed from the unbaptized ((i/iv/jroi) the first was the manner

of administering Baptism itself, and the second, the unction of Chrism ; and in the preceding

Lectures Cyril has no more told the secret of the one than of the other. " Baptism, the

Eucharist, and the oil of Chrism, were things that the uninitiated (d/ti'jjroi) were not allowed

to look upon 9,"

" We bless," says S. Basil ', "both the water of Baptism and the oil of the Chrism, and

moreover the baptized (/SccrTifd/Lxfror) himself. From what written commands? Is it not from

a secret (o-tcoTrw/j/jTjy) and mystical tradition ? Again, the very anointing with the oil, what

word of Scripture taught that? And the dipping the man thrice, whence came it ? And all

the other accompaniments of Baptism, the renunciation of Satan and his angels, from what

Scripture came they ? Come they not from this unpublished and secret teaching, which our

fathers guarded in a silence w-ith which no prying curiosity might meddle, having been well

taught to preserve the sanctity of the mysteries by silence ? For how could it have been right

to publish in writing the doctrine of these mysteries, which the unbaptized are not even

allowed to look upon ?
"

As these secret ceremonies of Baptism and Unction are revealed by Cyril only in the

Mystagogic Lectures, the supposed reason for saying, that in Cat. xvi. 26, the promised gift of

the Spirit refers not to Baptism but only to Unction, at once falls to the ground.

The true state of the case is well expressed by Bingham 2, " Though the ancients acquainted

the Catechumens Nvith the doctrine of Baptism so far as to make them understand the spiritual

nature and design of it, yet they never admitted them to the sight of the actual ceremony, nor

so much as to hear any plain discourse about the manner of its administration, till they were

fitted and prepared for the actual reception of it,"—or rather, till they actually received it.

There is in fact no reason to exalt the benefits of Unction, or Confirmation, by robbing

Baptism of its proper grace. " It was this Unction, as the completion of Baptism, to which

they ascribed the power of making every Christian in some sense partaker of a royal priesthood.

To it they also ascribed the noble effects of confirming the soul with the strength of all spiritual

graces on God's part, as well as the confirmation of the profession and covenant made on

man's part 3." We may well be satisfied that the doctrine of the early Church has been so

fully retained in essential points in our own Office of Confirmation, recalling as it does by the

ratification of the baptismal vows the immediate connexion of the ancient Unction with

Baptism, and in its Prayers invoking the same gifts of the Holy Spirit,
—" Strengthen them, we

beseech Thee, O Lord, with the Holy Ghost the Comforter, and daily increase in them Thy

manifold gifts of grace; the spirit of wisdom and understanding; the spirit of counsel and

ghostly strength ; the spirit of knowledge and true godliness ; and fill them, O Lord, with the

spirit of Thy holy fear, now and for ever. Amen."

CHAPTER VII.

EucHARisTic Doctrine.

We have seen that Cyril makes the consecration of sacramental dettients in every case

consist in the Invocation of the Holy Ghost, after which the water of Baptism is no longer

8 Mason, p. 34'. 9 Basil, «i#«rfBinjlinm, X. s, S 4-
i 2)^ .?/S/r//« i". c. xxvii. 2 ^W. X. v. § 4.

3 Bingh. XII. iii. g 3. Cf. AJ>ost. Const. HI. c. 17. " This Baptism therefore is into the death of Jesus : the water is instead

of the burial, and the oil instead of the Holy Ghost ; the seal instead of the Cross ; Ihe ointment is the confirmation 0/ the Con-

fession." VII. 22 :
" that the anointing with oil may be the participation of the Holy Spirit, and the water the symbol of the death,

and the ointment the seal of the covenants.''

d 2
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rnerc simple water ', the ointment no longer plain ointment =, the bread and the wine no longer

plain bread and wine, but the Body and Blood of Christ 3.

Upon these statements an argument against Transul)stantiation has been founded by Bishop

Cosin 4, and adopted both by Dr. Pusey s and Dean Goode ^. It being universally admitted

that the substance of the water and of the ointment remains unchanged, it is argued from the

identity of the language employed in each case that, according to Cyril, no stihstantial change

takes place in the Bread and Wine. Bishop Cosin quotes the following passage, of which the

original is given below :
" Take heed thou dost not think that this is a mere ointment only.

For as the bread of the Eucharist after the invocation of the Holy Ghost is no longer ordinary

bread, but is the body of Christ ; so this holy ointment is no longer a bare common ointment

after it is consecrated, but is the gift or grace of Christ, which, by His Divine Nature, and

the coming of the Holy Ghost, is made efficacious ; so that the body is anointed with the

ointment, but the soul is sanctified by the holy and vivifying Spirit ?."

Bishop Cosin proceeds to argue thus :
" Can anything more clear be said ? Either the

ointment is transubstantiated by consecration into the spirit and grace of Christ, or the bread

and wine are not transubstantiated by consecration into the Body and Blood of Christ.

Therefore as the ointment retains still its substance, and yet is not called a mere or common

ointment, but the Chrism or grace of Christ : so the bread and wine remaining so, as to their

substance, yet are not said to be only bread and wine common and ordinary, but also the Body

and Blood of Christ."

Notwithstanding the great authority of Bishop Cosin, and the assent of Theologians of such

opposite schools as Dr. Pusey and Dean Goode, it must be admitted that the argument, even

as against Transubstantiation, is pressed beyond its just limits. The identity of language

extends only to two points, (i) the mode of consecration by Invocation, (2) the effect

negatively stated, that the material element in each case is no longer simply a material element.

A change, therefore, of some kind has taken place, and we have still to inquire how the change

in each case is described by Cyril. " The water acquires a power of sanctity," otherwise

described as " the spiritual grace given with the water ^."

" The ointment is Christ's gift of grace (Xapia-na), and becomes effectual to impart by the

presence of the Holy Ghost His Divine Nature 9." " The Bread becomes the Body and

the Wine the Blood of Christ ^"

There is here no such identity of language as would justify the assertion that the change

described is of the same nature in each case, that because it leaves the substance of the water

and the ointment untouched, therefore the substance of the Bread also must, according to

Cyril, remain unchanged : this must be proved by other arguments. We must also remember

that if this argument based upon the identity of the language used on the two sides of a com-

parison is trustworthy, there is another passage in Cyril to which it may be applied :
" He

once, in Cana of Galilee, changed the water into Avine akin to blood {plKfiov m/xart) 2, and is it

incredible that He changed wine into blood?" The change of the water into wine was
a change of substance : are we then prepared to agree with the Roman Church that the change

of the bread also is a change of substance ? Nay further, would the Roman Church itself

accept the principle of the argument ? For observe that in fact Bishop Cosin himself, when he

comes to deal with this passage, gives up his former argument, and distinctly rejects it.

Cat. iii. § 3. 2 Mysia-. iii. § 3.

3 Mystag. iii. § 3. In the same Lectu. - 8 7, the consecration

of the bread and wine is said to follow " tlie Invocation of the

Holy and Adorable Trinity."

4 The History ofPojiish TranstihstniitiaHott, Ch. v. § 14.

5 The Doctrine ofthe Real Presence, pp. 277—281.

6 The Nature of Christ's Presence in the Eiicha7-ist, \->. 4S3.

7 'HW opa nr)vvovori(j-(\tiKei.vo TO fivpovyiiiKov iXvai. wern-epyop

6 apTOSTiJs evxop'CTi'a? fieri tt)V IniKXriaiv toO oyi'ou Ilfev/u.aTOS

OVK en opro? Aitos, oAAa crufxa Xpio'Toi), ovtw kol to iiytov tovto

fjLvpov oiiK tTt \jji\6vf ou5' a>s av eliroi Tt9 KOii'ov fier* iiriKXritriVf

aAAd XpitrToO \dpi<r/Jio, Kal Tiyevix.aTOi ayiov napov<TC<f ttjs avToS

6e6Tr]TO^ iv€pyr]TiKov yi.i'ofiei/oi'. ^ Cat. iii. 3.

9 Mystag. iii. 3. On the translation see note on the passage.

' lb. i. g 7.

- On this reading, see Mystag. iv. § 2. note 4.
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" Protestants," he says, " do freely grant and firmly believe that the wine, in the sense already

often mentioned, is changed into the Blood of Christ ; but every change is not a transubstan-

tiation ; neither doth Cyril say that this change {i.e. of the wine) is like that of tlie water, for

then it would appear to our senses ; but that He who changed the water sensibly can also

change the wine sacranientally, will not be doubted by any 3." Again, in describing the act

of consecration, Cyril says :
" We beseech the merciful God to send forth His Holy Spirit

upon the gifts lying before Him, that He may make the bread the Body of Christ, and the

wine the Blood of Christ, for certainly whatsoever the Holy Ghost has touched, is saixlified

and changed (lyy/ao-rat Ka\ fieTa^el^\i]Tat) •." Here again, as in the passage quoted from J\/ys/.

iii. § 3, a sacramental change of some sort is asserted, but its specific character is not defined.

There is, however, a passage which throws some light on Cyril's conception of the change in

J/j'j/. iv. § 3 : "In the figure of Bread is given to thee His Body, and in the figure of Wine
His Blood ; that thou by partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ mightest be made of the

same body and the same blood with Him. For thus we come to bear Christ in us, His Body

and His Blood being distributed to our members (els ra i)ixiT(pa avabihofiivov fxe\rj)." Several

good MSS. read draSeSev^tVot, which would give the meaning, " having received of His Body
and of His blood into our members." This does not alter the general sense of the passage

;

but the reading ivabi^on^vov is supported by another passage, Mjst. v. § 15: "Our common
bread is not substantial (eniova-ios) : but this Holy Bread is substantial, that is, appointed for

the substance of the soul. This Bread goe//i not I'nio the belly atid is not cast out into the

draught, but is distributed {avahihojai) into thy whole system for the benefit of body and soul."

In order to accommodate these passages to the Roman doctrine of Transubstantiation

the Benedictine Editor here introduces the idea of species, the outward forms or accidents of

the bread. " We must not suppose," he says, " that Cyril thought the Body of Christ to be

divided and digested {digeri) into our body ; but by a customary way of speaking he attributes

to the Holy Body what is suitable only to the species which conceal it. And he does not

deny that the species pass into the draught, but only that the Body of Christ does so."

But Cyril draws no such distinction between the species and the Body of Christ : to him the

Bread and Wine after consecration are the Body and the Blood of Christ. For how could it

be said that the species, which in Transubstantiation are the mere outward accidents of bread

and wine, are distributed into the whole system for the benefit of body and soiill

In whatever sense the bread and wine become by consecration the Body and Blood of

Christ, in that same sense the Body and Blood of Christ are, according to Cyril, distributed to

our whole system.

This was no new doctrine : Ignatius, Ephes. xxi., speaks of Christians as " breaking one

Bread, which is the medicine of immortality, and the antidote that we should not die, but live

for ever in Jesus Christ." This is perhaps the earliest expression of the belief that the resur-

rection of the body is secured by the communion of the Body of Christ in the Eucharist. The

manner in which this communion is effected is described by Justin Martyr {Apolog. I. § 66) in

language which shews clearly what Cyril meant :
" We do not receive these things as common

bread and common drink : but in the same way as Jesus Christ our Saviour was made flesh by

the Word of God, and took both flesh and blood for our salvation, so we have been taught

that the food over which thanksgiving has been made by prayer in the word received from

Him (rifv hC eix^s X6yov roO nap avToi flxapi(TTr,eel<Tuv Tp(4^v), from which (food) our blood and

flesh are by transmutation {Karh puTa^oKi^v) nourished, is both the Flesh and Blood of Him the

Incarnate Jesus."

Here it is plainly taught that by consecration the Bread and Wine have become the

Flesh and Blood of Christ, and that as such they nourish our " blood and flesh " (observe the

3 0/ TtaniuuituntiaiioH, Cii. \ i § 14. " -'-O ^''-.i'- ^'^ ^
='•
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inverted order) by undergoing a change : in other words, the Eucharistic Body and Blood of

Christ are changed into nourishment of our blood and flesh, by being distributed (as Cyril

snys) to all our members, that is by being subjected to the natural processes of digestion and

assimilation. The unusual order of the words " our blood and flesh " is not accidental, but

answers to the process of assimilation, in which the digested food first nourishes the blood,

and then the blood nourishes the flesh.

The meaning is, as Otto says in his note, "that the divine food passes away into our

bodies entire, so that nothing remains:" and Dr. Pusey seems to take the same view, in his

note on the words, " from which (food) through transmutation our blood and flesh are

nourished :" "/.^. the material parts are changed into the substance of the human body 5."

Thus then, according to Cyril, the Eucharistic Body and Blood of Christ are distributed to

all our members ; His Flesh and Blood pass by a change into our blood and flesh, and we

thereby become " of the same body and the same blood with Him^ :" and " this Bread does

not pass into the belly, and is not cast out into the draught 7," but wastes away as the body

itself wastes ^.

However much this view of the Sacramental mystery may differ from later theories, it was

certainly held by many of the Greek Fathers. Irenaeus, for example, in addition to those

already mentioned, thus writes : "When therefore both the mingled cup and the created bread

receive the Word of God, and the Eucharist becomes the Body of Christ, and from these the

substance of our flesh increaseth and consisteth, how say they that the flesh is incapable of the

gift of God which is eternal life, that flesh which is nourished from the Body and Blood of

the Lord, and is already (vTrdpxova-a) a member of Him?— even as the blessed Paul saith, that

we are members of His Body, of His Flesh, and of His Bones ^\"

That this was also the teaching of Cyril's contemporaries is clear from the famous passage

of Gregory of Nyssa, in which this doctrine is fully developed. It Avill be sufficient to

quote here the latter part of the passage, in which Gregory is speaking of the Wine. " Since

then that God-containing flesh partook for its substance and support of this particular

nourishment also, and since the God who was manifested infused Himself into perishable

humanity for this purpose, viz. that by this communion Avith Deity mankind might at the same

time be deified, for this end it is that, by dispensation of His grace. He disseminates Himself

in every believer through that flesh whose substance comes from bread and wine, blending

Himself with the bodies of believers, to secure that, by this union with the immortal, man too

may be a sharer in incorruption. He gives these gifts by virtue of the benediction through

which He transelements the natural quality of these visible things to that inmiortal things,"

In another remarkable passage ' Cyril gives a further explanation of the effect of conse-

cration :
" In the New Testament there is heavenly Bread and a Cup of salvation, sanctifying

soul and body : for as the Bread corresponds to the body, so also the Word (6 Adyor) is

appropriate to the soul." With this language of Cyril we may compare further what is said by

Gregory of Nyssa in the context of the passage already quoted :
" Just then, as in the case of

ourselves, as has been repeatedly said already, if a person sees bread he also in a kind of way

looks on a human body, for by being within this it becomes this, so in that other case the Body
into which God entered {t6 6eo^6xov o-cofxa), by partaking of the nourishment of bread was in

a certain sense the same with it, since that nourishment, as we have said, is changed into the

nature of the body : for that which is proper to all men is acknowledged also in the case of

5 Real J''resciice, p. 14.). See note S, below.

6 Mystag. iv. §§ i, 3. 7 lb. v. § 15.

S See Piiscy, R. P. p. 151, note 3: "Dr. Gaisfoid, on my
applying to him, kindly answered me,—' <ravaMa\laKiu6a.i.. It

appears to me that this word can only be explained by a peri-

phrasis. The writer appears to me to mean that the elements are

nut thrown off like ordinary food, but that they become blended

or assimilated to the body, and waste away as the body wastes

away.' ]\Ir. Field gives the same meaning." Sa y. ii. § 3.

9 Oraiio Catcchctka, c. x.x.wii. The whole chapter should

be read with the Rev. W. Moore's notes in this Scries, Vol. V,

pp. 504—506. • Mystas- iv. § 5.
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That Flesh, namely, that That Body too was maintained by bread ; which Body also by the

indwelling of God the Word was changed into the dignity of Godhead. Rightly then do we
believe that now also the bread which is sanctified by the Word of God is changed into the

Body of God the AVord. For even that Body was once virtually (r^ Svrdfin) bread, bin has

been sanctified by the inhabitation of the Word that tabernacled in the flesh."

In this passage we have the full explanation of what Irenaius meant when he said that the

elements " by receiving the Word of God become the Eucharist," and what Cyril meant by
saying that "as the Bread corresponds to the body, so also the Word is appropriate to the

soul." Their common doctrine is, that besides the Body and Blood of Christ, that is Mis
Humanity offered upon the Cross for our redemption, His Divine Nature, the Word, is also

present, and that it is by receiving the Divine Word that the Bread is made the Body of

Christ. " The fathers," says Touttee, " often play upon the ambiguity of the term, sayin"- at

one time that the Divine Word, at another that the word and oracles of God nourish our soul.

Both are true. For the whole life-giving power of the Eucharist is derived from the Divine

AVord united with the flesh which He assumed : and the whole benefit {fnidus) of Eucharistic

eating consists in the union of our soul with the Word, by meditation on His mysteries and
words, and confonnation thereto ^." O si sic ovinia !

In this view the Bread and Wine are signs or figures of the natural Body of Christ

crucified j but they are also much more, they are endued by the Divine Word, and through

the operation of the Holy Ghost, with the life-giving power of the same Body and Blood of

Christ,—a power Avhich being imparted to the faithful recipient makes him to be " of the same

body and the same blood with Christ," thereby assuring him of the resurrection of the body to

eternal life, and at the same time strengthening and refreshing the soul by its being united

through faith with the Word, and being thus made ''partaker of the Divine nature.''^

This is not the language of the Western Church, whether Roman, Lutheran, or Anglican,

but it is the language of the earliest Greek Fathers, and of Cyril, as is partly and reluctantly

admitted by so cautious a writer as Dr. Waterland. After referring to the passage quoted

above from Justin Martyr {Apol. i. 66) he proceeds :
" There is another the like obscure hint

in Irenaeus, which may probably be best interpreted after the same way. He supposes the

elements to become Christ's body by receiving the word (Word). He throws two considerations

into one, and does not distinguish so accurately as Origen afterwards did between the

symbolical food and the true food." The elements, Waterland adds, "are made the reprc-

setitative body of Christ ; but they are at the same time, to worthy receivers, made the means
of their spiritual union with Christ Himself; which Irenseus points at in what he says

of the bread's receiving the Logos, but should rather have said it of the communicants them-

selves, as receiving the spiritual -^xe^ence of Christ, in the Avorthy use of the sacred symbols 3."

Again, in c. vii., he says more explicitly of Irena;us, what is equally true of Cyril ; " Least

of all does he favour the figurists or memorialists ; for his doctrine runs directly counter to

them almost in every line : he asserts over and over, that Christ's body and blood are eaten

and drunk in the Eucharist, and our bodies thereby /t'^; and not only so, but itistired ihtxahy

for a happy resurrection : and the reason he gives is, that our bodies are thereby made or

continued members of Christ's body, flesh, and bones"

From this view of Cyril's doctrine concerning the Sacramental elements we can easily

understand in what sense he applies the terms " type " and " antitype " to the p:ucharistic

elements. " The Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist having two parts, an outward and an

inward, and the outward part having been instituted by our Blessed Lord with a ccrlain

relation to the inward, and gifted with a certain significance of it, nothing is more natural than

that the titles, type, antitype, symbol, figure, image, should be given to the outward part'."

2 Myslag. iv. note 4. 3 Review oj the Doclrine 0/ the Euc/uitisi, c. V. Puscy, R. F. p. 94.



xl INTRODUCTION.

Add to this that, according to Cyril's doctrine as already explained, the bread after the

Invocation, without ceasing to be bread, not only signifies but also is the Body, and we see

how natural it was for him to say in one passage that " His Body bore the figure of bread 5," and

in another that "in the figure of bread the Body is given 6." The Body which "is given"

cannot be an absetii Body of our Lord, but must be that Sacramental Body, of which Cyril

goes on to say in the same sentence that it is " distributed to our members." Thus the Bread

broken is a type or figure of Christ's Body as crucified for us; and by virtue of its union with

the Divine Word it becomes the life-giving Body, which makes the faithful recipient to be, in

Cyril's words, " of the same body and same blood with Christ."

Another term applied by Cyril and other Greek Fathers to the sacramental elements is

" antitype."

In Mystag. ii. § 6, where Baptism is called " the counterpart {avTuvirov) of Christ's suffer-

ings," the meaning is clearly explained by the context : for in § 5 the reality of Christ's

sufferings is emphatically and repeatedly contrasted with the figurative representation of the

same ; and this figurative representation no less emphatically contrasted with the real and

actual bestowal of the grace of salvation : eV e t/coVt 17 fxl/x-qais, iv aXrjdfia 6e 17 aaTrjpia, . ... ha Tij

fjiilirjcrei twv na6T]p.nTa>v avToii KoivtovrjcravTes, a\r}6ela rrjv crcoTrjpiav Keptrjcrajxeu.

We have thus a clear distinction of (1) the 'res sacramenti,' Christ's Death and Resurrec-

tion, (2) the ' sacramentum ' or ' sign,' the outward form of Baptism, and (3) the ' virtus sacra-

menti,' our real participation in the benefits of Christ's Passion, "a death unto sin, and a new

birth unto righteousness." Thus, as Cyril adds at the end of the section. Baptism "has the

fellowship by representation of Christ's true sufferings," it is the spiritual counterpart in us of

that which was actual in Him.

In Mystag. iii. § i, speaking of the Chrism, Cyril says, "Now ye have been made Christs

(X/)t(Toi) by receiving the antitype of the Holy Ghost, and all things have been wrought in you

by imitation, because ye are images of Christ:" and again, "there w^as given to you an

Unction, the antitype of that wherewith Christ was anointed, and this is the Holy Ghost."

Here again we have (i) the ' res sacramenti,' the anointing of Christ with the Holy Ghost

at His Baptism, (2) the sacramental sign or figure, the anointing of the baptized, and (3) the

spiritual benefit received in the gift of the Holy Ghost, for, as Cyril adds at the end of § 3,

" while Thy body is anointed with the visible ointment, thy soul is sanctified by the Holy and

Life-giving Spirit." In these passages we see a distinction between Timos and iivt'itvuos. The

former is simply the outward sign or figure ; the latter includes with the sign the spiritual

counterpart in us of the thing signified, the benefits of Christ's Passion in the one case, the gift

of the Holy Ghost in the other.

It only remains to inquire whether there is the same distinction in the meaning of the words

as applied to the Holy Eucharist.

In Mystag. v. § 20, Cyril informs us that during the Administration the v/ords, "0 taste

and see that the Lord is good," were sung : and in reference to that passage he adds, " In

tasting we are bidden to taste not bread and wine, but the antitypical Body and Blood of

Christ." To taste " the antitypical Body " is therefore to taste "that the Lord is good," whence
it clearly follows that " the antitypical Body " is not the mere sign or figure of Christ's own
natural Body, but the sacramental and spiritual counterpart of it, by which those who faithfully

receive it are so united to Him, that their spirii, and soul, and body, are to bepreserved entire

7vit/iout blame at His coming ^

5 Cat. .\iii. § 19 : 70 o-it)/xa OVTOV Kara to evayye'Mov tvttov i^fpev aprov. * Jfj'sfti>. iv. § 3 : iv TUir<u yap iprov SiSoTaC <roi to aui/ia.

7 I Thess. V. 23, quoted at ihc aiul oi Rlystag. v. § 23.



PLACE OF S. CYRIL'S LECTURES. xli

CHAPTER VIII.

Place of S. Cyril's Lectures.

We have seen in a passage already quoted ' that at Milan S. Ambrose expounded the

Creed to Catechumens in the Baptistery. But whatever may have been the custom in other

places, it is certain from numerous passages in Cyril's Lectures that they were delivered

in the great Basilica, or Church of the Resurrection, built by Constantine on the site of the

Holy Sepulchre, and consecrated, as we have seen, with great splendour in the year 335 ^

In a passage 3 where Cyril is speaking of the descent of the Holy Ghost on the day of

Pentecost, he says, " as we discourse on Christ and Golgotha here in (iolgotha, so it were

most fitting that we should also speak concerning the Holy Ghost in the Upper Church

;

yet since He who descended there jointly partakes of the glory of Him w-ho was crucified

here, we here speak concerning Him also who descended there." It appears from a passage

in the Introductory Lecture * that it was delivered in the Church itself before the whole

congregation, after that portion of the daily Service to which Catechumens were usually

admitted :
" Dost thou behold this venerable constitution of the Church ? Dost thou view

her order and discipline, the reading of Scripture, the presence of the Ordained, the course

of instruction?" The same custom was retained in Jerusalem in the time of John, Cyril's

successor in the Bishopric, who in writing to Jerome says, "The custom with us is that

we deliver the doctrine of the Holy Trinity publicly during forty days to those who are to be

baptized s."

The Mystagogic Lectures were delivered not in the Church, but after the conclusion

of the public Service "in the Holy Place of the Resurrection itselfV that is, in the small

Chapel which contained the Holy Sepulchre, and to which the name " Anastasis " more

properly belonged. Happily we are not required by the purpose of this work to enter into

the disputed questions concerning the Holy Places. Whether the cave re-fashioned and

adorned by Constantine was the actual sepulchre in which our Lord's body was laid, and

whether the present Churches occupy the same site as the Basilica and Anastasis of

Constantine, are matters still under discussion, and awaiting the result of further researches.

What more properly concerns us is to collect the chief passages in which Cyril refers to

these localities, and to try to give a fair representation of his testimony, comparing it with

that of earlier or contemporary writers.

Next to Eusebius, and the Bordeaux Pilgrim who visited Jerusalem in 333, Cyril is the

earliest and most important witness as to the site of Constantine's Churches.

In Cat. xiv. § 5, he says, " It was a garden where He was crucified. For though it has

now been most highly adorned with royal gifts, yet formerly it was a garden, and the signs

and the remnants of this i-emain." From this it is evident that the traces of a garden close

to the Church were still visible both to Cyril and his hearers. Twice again in § 1 1 he

mentions the garden, which he had most probably himself seen in its former state, before

the ground was cleared at the time of the recovery of the Holy Sepulchre in 326.

On this point it may be well to quote the words of Mr. Walter Besant, Honorary Secretary

of the Palestine Exploration Fund, who, in an article on "The Holy Sepulchre" in the

Dictionary of Christian Antiquities, writes as follows :
" While the temple of Venus with its

foundations was being cleared away, there might have been, and most probably was present,

a Christian lad, native of Jerusalem, eleven years of age, watching the discovery, which

did as much as the great luminous cross which appeared in the sky four (? twenty-four) years

later to confirm the doubtful and strengthen the faithful, that of the rock containing the

' Ch. n. § 2. 2 Sue above, Ch. L p. 2. Cf. Cat. iv. lo ; x. 19 ; xiii. 4, 22, 39 ; xiv. 9, 14, 22, &c. 3 Cat. xvi. § 4.

4 Procat. § 4. 5 Hieron. Ep, 61 (al. 3S). The passage is quoted more fully below on p. xliv. * Cat. xviii. § 33.
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sacred tomb. It was Cyril, afterwards Bishop of Jerusalem. One must not forget that he

is the third eye-witness who speaks of these things ; that tliough he was a boy at the time of

the discovery, he lived in Jerusalem, and must have watched, step by step, the progress of

the great Basilica; that he was ordained before the completion and dedication of the

buildings, and that many, if not all, of his lectures were delivered in the Church of the

Anastasis itself."

That Cyril's testimony concerning the Holy Places was in full accordance with the general

belief of his contemporaries is clear from the fact that he so frequently points to the traditional

sites as bearing witness to the truth of the Crucifixion and Resurrection. He speaks of

Golgotha in eight separate passages, sometimes as near to the Church in which he and his

hearers are assembled?, and sometimes as standing up above in their sight ^. In one place

he asks, "Seest thou this spot of Golgotha?" and the hearers answer with a shout of

approval 9. In other passages he speaks as if the Church itself was in or rather on Golgotha ^,

the same Preposition (eV) being repeated when he mentions " Him who was crucified

thereon."

In explanation of these different modes of speaking, the Benedictine Editor comments

thus ^ :
" The Church of the Resurrection was built on part of the hill Golgotha (intra

montem G.) : but the actual rock on which our Lord was crucified was not within the

limits of the Church, yet not far off, namely about "a stone's throw," as the author of the

Jerusalem Itinerary says. For the Church had been built on the site of the Sepulchre.

Some think that the place of Crucifixion was included in tlie vast area which was enclosed

with colonnades between the Sepulchre and the Basilica, . . . that Golgotha was midway

between the Basilica of the Crucifixion, and the Anastasis or Sepulchre. But the area

in question Constantine paved with stones, and it must therefore have been flat, as we learn

from Eusebius 3 ; Golgotha, on the contrary, stood up high 4, and moreover shewed a cleft

made there at Christ's deaths, which would either have been a hindrance to the paving

or covered up by it. In addition to this, from the doors of the Basilica there seems to have

been a view of the Sacred Tomb ^. This would have been obstructed if Golgotha had been

between them."

The cleft in the rock of Golgotha is mentioned in a fragment of the defence made before

Maximinus in 311 or 312 by Lucian the Martyr of Antioch? :
" If yet you believe not, I will

also offer you the testimony of the very spot on which the thing was done. The place itself

in Jerusalem vouches for these facts, and the rock of Golgotha broken asunder under the

weight of the Cross : that cave also, which when the gates of hell were burst, gave back the

Body in newness of life " On this passage Dr. Routh remarks that M.z.w\\iS.x€iS., Journeyffvm

Aleppo to Jerusalem^ at Easter, 1697, " shews that the rock had been rent not by any instru-

ment, but by the force of an earthquake. Also it is related by Eusebius in his Theophania,

a book now recovered, that there was one cave only in this cleft of the rock."

According to Eusebius in the passages of the Life of Constantine already referred to,

the Emperor first beautified the monument or sepulchre with rare columns, then paved

with finely polished stone a large area open to the sky, and enclosed on three sides with

long colonnades, and lastly erected the Church itself " at the side opposite to the cave,

which was the Eastern side."

7 xiii. § 4 ; ouTOS 6 ToAyofias o£ 37A7jCTtof vvv 7rat/Tt"9 Trapcff/xcr.

8 X. § 19 : 6 r. 6 ayios OUTOS 6 un-epai'€0'n/(tu)S fiaprvpel ^aivo-

li.ei>os- Cf. xiii. ig.

9 xiii. § 23 ; 'Opai Tou ToAyoBa toi/ tottov ', 'Etti/Soos tnaivia cuv

(rvfTiBificvo^,

^ IV. § 10 : 6 fxaKctptos 0vT0<s r. tv u) i/Of 6ia tov cu au7w

(TTavpwO^t/Ta avyKcKpoTrnJii:9a. Cf. § 14 ; o iv tw T. tovtio orau-

pwfiei's. xlii. § 22 ; xvi. 4 : tV t<Z V tovtoj Ac'yo/xti/,

= Cat. xiii. § 4, note i. 3 I'/'i. Const, iii. c. 35.

4 Cat. X. § 19 ; xiii. § 39. S xiii. § 39.

' Eus. Vit. Const, iii. c. 36.

7 The fiagmcut is added by Rufiiuis to his Latin translation

of Eusebius, Hist. Eccl. ix. 6, and is also given in Routh, Rcll.

Sacr. iv, p. 6.
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The following is the statement of the Bordeaux Pilgrim :
" From thence (the Palace

of David) as you go out of the wall of Sion walking towards the gate of Neapolis, on the

right side below in the valley are walls where the house or Pra::torium of Pontius Pilate was :

here our Lord was tried before His Passion. On the left hand is the little hill {inoniiciilus)

of Golgotha, where the Lord was crucified. About a stone's throw from thence is a vault

{irypta) wherein His body was laid, and rose again on the third day. There by command
of the Emperor Constantino has now been built a Basilica, that is to say, a Church of

wondrous beauty, having at the side reservoirs (exccptorid) from which water is raised,

and a bath behind in which infants are washed (baptized)." Neapolis was the name given

by Vespasian to the ancient city of Shechem, now Nabulus : the " porta Neapolitana

"

therefore was in the North wall of Sion.

In reference to the passage quoted above, Mr. Aubrey Stewart says : "The narrative

is clear and connected, and it is hardly possible, for any one who knows the ground, to read

it without feeling that the Pilgrim from Bordeaux actually saw Constantine's buildings

standing on the site now occupied by the Church of the Holy Sepulchre s."

From these earlier testimonies, compared with the several passages already quoted from

Cyril, we may safely draw the following inferences, (i) The Anastasis properly so called,

or Church of the Holy Sepulchre, in which the five Mystagogic Lectures were delivered,

was built by Constantine over the cave which, according to the evidence then existing, was

fully believed to be the Burial-place of our Lord. (2) The Great Basilica, called also

the Church of the Holy Cross, in which the Catechetical Lectures were delivered, was

erected on the East of the Anastasis, and separated from it by a large open area. (3) The
hill of Golgotha (on which at a later period there was built a third Church, called the Church

of Golgotha, of Holy Calvary, or of Cranium) stood about a stone's throw on the North side

of Constantine's two Churches, and about equidistant from them.

CHAPTER IX.

The Time and Arrangement of S. Cyril's I,ectures.

§ I. The Year. The incidental notes of time in the Catechetical Lectures are sufficient

to determine with considerable probability the exact year in which they were delivered.

In Cat. xiv. 14, Cyril speaks in the Plural of the Emperors then reigning (ot vvv (iaai'Xe'ti)

as having completed the building {f^eipyaaavro) and embellishment of the great Church

of the Resurrection. This can only apply to the sons of Constantine, Constans and

Constantius; and as Constans died early in 350, the Lectures must have been delivered

before that year.

In Cat. XV. § 6, Cyril asks, " Is there at this time war between Persians and Romans,

or no?" The time thus indicated was apparently that of the campaign which ended in

the disastrous defeat of Constantius at Singara, 348, the battle being soon followed by

a suspension of hostilities '.

The Benedictine Editor tries to find another proof of the date of the Lectures in Cyril's

description of the state of the Church in Cat. xv. § 7 :
" If thou hear that Bishops advance

against Bishops, and clergy against clergy, and laity against laity, even unto blood, be not

troubled." Touttee refers this account to the fierce dissensions wliich followed the Synod of

Sardica, where Athanasius and Marcellus were declared innocent and received into com-

munion, while the Encyclical of the dissentient Bishops, who had withdrawn to Philippopolis,

condemned them both. ]3ut it is now ascertained that the Synod of Sardica was held not in

347, as Touttee supposed, but in 344^ : and Cyril's description may unhappily be applied to

8 T/te Bordeaux Pilgrim, Introd. p. ix. « See Gibbon, c. xviii. vol. ii. p. 37°- * '^'''- ^An Biogr. " Athanasius,"

p. 190, note ; Ilefele, Councils, §§ 58, 66, 67,
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the state of the Church at ahnost any time from the Council of Tyre, by which Athanasius

had been deposed in 335, until long after any date which can possibly be assigned to

Cyril's Lectures.

There is a much more definite note of time in Cat. vi. § 20, where speaking of Manes
Cyril says :

" The delusion began full seventy years ago." If we may assume that the

outbreak of this heresy is to be dated from the famous disputation between Archelaus

and Manes in 277 3, it follows that Cyril must have made this statement in 347 or 348.

And further, if Dr. Routh^ is correct in fixing the date of the Disputation between July

and December 277, the Lent in which the Lectures were delivered must have been, as

Touttee decides, that of 348, not of 347, as Tillemont had supposed.

§ 2. The days. It is expressly stated by Sozomen s that " the interval called Quadra-

gesima " was made to consist of six weeks in Palestine, " whereas it comprised seven weeks

in Constantinople and the neighbouring provinces."

It is certain the Catechetical Lectures i.-xviii. were all delivered in these six weeks, being

preceded by the Procatechesis, which was addressed to the candidates before the wliole

congregation at the public Service on Sunday (§ 4). In the same context Cyril says, " Thou

hast forty days for repentance," and again in Cat. i. § 5,
" Hast thou not forty days to be free

for thine own soul's sake?" It thus appears probable that the first of the eighteen Cate-

chetical Lectures was delivered on the Monday of the first week of the Fast, the forty days

being completed on the night preceding the Great Sabbath, that is to say, the night of Good

Friday, when the fast was brought to an end at a late hour.

With regard to the date of Cat. iv., which contains a brief preliminary statement of

all the articles of the Creed, we may obtain some evidence from an incident recorded

in a letter of Jerome^ to Pammachius. John, who had then succeeded Cyril as Bishop

of Jerusalem, had on a certain occasion discoursed on the Creed and all the doctrines

of the Church in the presence of Epiphanius and the whole congregation. Jerome, being

ignorant of the peculiar custom of the Church of Jerusalem, rebukes the supposed pre-

sumption of the Bishop, "that a man deficient in eloquence should in one discourse in

Church discuss all the doctrines concerning the Trinity, the Incarnation, the Crucifixion,

the descent into hell, the nature of angels, the state of departed souls, the Resurrection

of Christ, and of ourselves, and other subjects." The rebuke calls out a statement from John :

" The custom among us is that for forty days we publicly deliver the doctrine of the Holy and

Adorable Trinity to those who are to be baptized." This being the custom at Jerusalem

in Cyril's time, we may conjecture that Cat. iv., which corresponds closely to the descrip-

tion of John's discourse, was delivered, like that, on a Sunday before the whole congregation

:

and this is in fact suggested by Cyril's own words in § 3 :
" Let those here present, whose

habit of mind is mature, and who have their senses already exercised to discern good and evil,

endure patiently to listen to things fitted rather for children." That this could not have been

later than the Sunday following that on which the Procatechesis was delivered, is shewn by

the mention in the same section of " the long interval of the days of all this holy Quadra-

gesima," an expression which could not well have been used later than the second Sunday

in Lent.

In Cat. iv. § 32, Cyril speaks of having discoursed on Baptism " the day before yesterday,"

that is, on the Friday.

In Cat. V. we have first a discourse on the nature of faith, and then towards the end,

between § 12 and § 13, the actual words of the Creed are for the first time recited by Cyril

to the candidates alone. In the next four Lectures there are no marks of time, except that

3 Cat. vi. § 27. 4 Rcll. Sac. v. p. 12. 5 //isi, Eccks. vii. c. 19. <' £/. 61 v-il. jS). Cf. Lien. Ed. Praeloq. ad
C;it. iv. pp 49, 50.
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vi., vii., viii., were delivered on successive days, as is proved by the word "yesterday"
(rfi x^es nf^i'i'a) in vii. § I, and viii. § i. It thus appears probable that the five Lectures, v.— ix.,

belong to the five days, Monday to Friday inclusive, of the second or third week.
In Cat. X. § 14 Cyril reminds his hearers that he had preached on the words af/er the order

of Mekhizedek at the public Service on the Lord's day. As he does not here employ his

usual phrase "yesterday," we may infer that Cat. x. was delivered not earlier than the
Tuesday following the 4th Sunday in Lent, the Epistle for that Sunday in the Eastern
Church being Heb. vi, 13—20, which ends with the words on which Cyril had preached.
The next two Lectures followed Cat. x. immediately on successive days, Wednesday and
Thursday, the word "yesterday " recurring in xi. § i, and xii. § 4.

Cat. xiii., which is occupied with the Crucifixion and Burial, seems to have followed them
immediately on the Friday : it certainly came a few days only before Cat. xiv. § i. For
speaking there of the preceding Lecture, Cyril says, " I know the sorrow of Christ's friends

in these past days ; because, as our discourse stopped short at the Death and the Burial, and
did not tell the good tidings of the Resurrection, your mind was in suspense to hear what you
were lodging for." Now we know that Cat. xiv. was delivered on the Monday after Passion

Sunday: for the Epistle for that 5th Sunday in Lent was Heb. vi. 11— 14, referring to the

Ascension?: and in § 24 Cyril says, "The grace of ^God so ordered it, that thou heardest

most fully concerning it, so far as our weakness allowed, yesterday on the Lord's day, since

by the providence of divine grace the course of the Readings (dt/ayt««7/idrcDi') in Church
included the account of our Saviour's going up into the heavens."

In Cat. XV. there is no note of time to determine on what day it Avas spoken ; but

in § 33 Cyril speaks as if his course of teaching was to be interrupted for a little while :

" If the grace of God should permit us, the remaining Articles also of the Faith shall be in

good time {Kara Kaipov) declared to you." We may therefore assign Cat. xv. to the early part of

Passion week, and the three remaining Catechetical Lectures to the week before Easter. This

arrangement seems to be confirmed by Cat. xvii. 34, where Cyril speaks of the two Lectures

on the Holy Spirit, xvi. and xvii., as "these present Lectures," distinguishing them from "our

previous discourses." In the same section he refers to " the fewness of the days," and in § 20

speaks of "the holy festival of the Passover" as being close at hand. We may therefore

probably assign xvi. and xvii. to two consecutive days in the earlier part of the week

before Easter.

Cat. xviii. contains many indications from which we may conclude with certainty that it

was delivered either on the night of Good Friday, or in the early hours of the morning of the

"Great Sabbath." Thus in § 17 he speaks of "the weariness caused by the prolongation

(vwepdeaecos) of the fast of the Preparation (Friday), and the watching." In § 21 he calls upon

the Candidates to recite the Creed, which he had dictated to them, and which they would

be required to repeat more publicly immediately before their Baptism, as we learn from § 32 :

" Concerning the holy Apostolic Faith which has been delivered to you to profess {els inay-

ye\iav), we have spoken through the grace of the Lord as many Lectures as was possible in

these past days of Lent. . . . But now the holy day of the Passover is at hand, and ye, beloved

in Christ, are to be enlightened by the quashing of regeneration. Ye shall therefore again be

taught what is requisite if God so will ; with how great devotion and order you must enter in

when summoned, for what purpose each of the holy mysteries of Baptism is performed, and

with what reverence and order you must go from Baptism to the holy altar of God, and enjoy

its spiritual and heavenly mysteries." The additional instructions here promised were to be

given on the same day as the last Lecture, Cat. xviii., that is on Easter Eve immediately

before Baptism. For it was forbidden to reveal the mysteries of Baptism, Chrism, and the

7 Diet. Chr. Anti<]. '" Lection.nry," p. 958 b.
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Holy Eucharist to the uninitiated, and yet it was necessary that the Candidates should

not come wholly unprepared to perform what would be required of them. The full

explanation of the various ceremonies and oi the doctrines implied in them was re-

served for the Mystagogic Lectures, which were to be delivered on Easter Monday and

the four following days, after the public Service, not in the great Basilica, but in the

Holy Sepulchre itself.

§ 3. Arrangement. The Lectures of S. Cyril have a peculiar value as being the first and

only complete example of the course of instruction given in the early centuries to Candidates

seeking admission to the full privileges of the Christian Church. " The Great Catechetical

Oration " of Gregory of Nyssa is addressed not to the learner but to the teacher, in accordance

with the opening statement of the Prologue, that "The presiding ministers of the mystery of

godliness have need of a system in their instructions, in order that the Church may be

replenished by the accession of such as should be saved, through the teaching of the word of

Faith being brought home to the hearing of unbelievers." As an instruction to the Catechist

how he should refute the opponents of Christianity, it is an apologetic work rather than

a Catechism. S. Augustine's treatise De catecJiizandis riidihus is also addressed to the teacher,

being an answer to Deogratias, a Deacon of Carthage, who on being appointed Catechist had

written to Augustine for advice as to the best method of discharging the office. S. Augustine's

Sermons De traditione Syniboh', and De rcdditione Symboli, are not a connected series, but

single addresses to Catechumens consisting of brief comments on a few chief articles of the

Creed. Cyril's Lectures thus remain unique in character.

After the Procatechesis, which is simply an introductory exhortation to the newly admitted

Candidates, he devotes three Lectures to the need of a sincere purpose of mind, the efficacy

of repentance, and the general nature and importance of Baptism. The fourth Lecture gives

"a short summary of necessary doctrines," stating with admirable clearness and brevity ten

chief points of the Faith, and the arguments on each point, which are to be developed in the

remaining Catechetical Lectures v.—xviii. He thus traverses the whole ground of Theology

as expressed in the Creed of Jerusalem, of which the exact language is given in the titles

of the successive Lectures. These instructions to the ' Illuminandi ' (cjiaTi^oiievcov) were followed

on Easter-day by the administration of Baptism, Chrism, and Holy Communion : and on the

following days of Easter-week the ceremonies and doctrines proper to each of these Sacraments

were explained in the five Lectures on the Mysteries (Muo-raywy/at) to the newly-baptized (npos

Toiit Neo(/)coTtVTovs). These Mystagogic Lectures thus form a most important record of the

Sacramental Rites and Doctrines of the Eastern Church in the fourth Century, the most critical

period of Ecclesiastical History.

CHAPTER X.

The Creed of Jerusalem : Doctrine of The Holy Trinity.

§ I. T/ie Creed. The ancient Creed which was used by the Church of Jerusalem in the

middle of the fourth Century, and which Cyril expounded in his Catechetical Lectures, was

recited by him to the Catechumens at the end of the fifth Lecture, to be committed to memory,

but not to be written out on paper (§ 12). Accordingly it is not found in any of the MSS., but

instead of it the Nicene Creed with the Anathema is there inserted in Codd. Roe, Casaub.

This could only have been added after Cyril's time, when the motives for secrecy had ceased.

The Creed which Cyril really taught and expounded may be gathered from various passages

in the Lectures themselves, and especially from the Titles prefixed to them.

With the Creed of Jerusalem thus ascertained, it will be instructive to compare the Nicene

formula, and for this purpose we print them in parallel columns.
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CREED OF S. CYRIL OF JERUSALEM.

rTioTf L'0//f>/ its era Qeof ',

ITare/ja ^ HavTOKpuropa 3,

IloiT)Ti)i> oipavov Koi yrjs

'Oparwu re niivrccv Ka\ ihpuTOdv •*•

KaJ (Is (va Kvpiov 'irjcroiv Xpiaruv 5^

Tov Yl6i> Tov Qeov

rov Mofoyei'i),

TOV (K TOV Ilarpos yevvr^Oivra,

Qtou aKrj^iiop

npo TTavTUiv To>v aiavav,

fit' ov Ta TTavTU eyevero °,

TOV crapxci6(VTa Koi cvavdpanijcravTa 7,

aTavpaOivra Kal TaCJievTa ^,

Kin dvaaTitvTa fK veKpiov t!j Tptrj] jjfxfpa,

Ka\ ui/(X66vTa els tovs ovpavovs,

Km KaOicravTa eK 8e^i(bv toC Uarpos 9,

Kal TToXiv ep\6fj.evov ev du^rj

Kplvai (mvTas koi veKpovs,

ov TTjs l^aaiXeias ovk ecrrai rekos "•

Kni els ev ayiov Hvevjia

Tuv IlapuK\r}T0V,

TO \a\rj(7ap hv Tols '!rpo(^i]Tais '•

Kal els ev ^dnTiapa p-eravoias els (icf^eaiv dpapTiav 3,

Koi els piav ayiav KaOtjXiKtjv eKKXrjaiai'f

Ka\ (Is aapKos dydaTaaiv,

Kill els ^arjv alwviov^.

4 ix. tit. ; § 4.

8 xiii. tit.

« Cat. vi. tit. 2 vii. tit. ; g 4. 3 viii. tit.

S X. tit. ; vii. 4. ^ xi. tit. ; § 21. 7 xii. tit

9 xiv. tit., cf. § 27 ;
XV. 3. • xv. tit. ; § 2. ' xvi. tit. ; xviii. 3

3 xviii. 22, 4 xviii. lit. ; § 22,

CREED OF NIC.E:a.

From S. Athanasius, De Decretis Fidei

NiC.'EN/E.

IIiiTTevopev els era Qedf,

HaTf'pa TravTOKpuTopH,

nauTcov 6paTu>v re

Kai dopdrciv iroifjTi]i>,

Ka\ els eva Kvpiov 'iriaovv Xpia-Tov,

TOV YlOV TOV Q(0V,

yevvrjdevTa eK tov ITarpo? fiovoyerrj,

TOvreaTiv eK t^j ov<rias tov rTnT/)o?,

Qeov SK Qeov, (pas fK (JioiTos, Qeov d\r)6ivov (k GeoO
d\r}6ivov,

yevvrjBevTa ov TToirjOevTa, 6fiooii(Tiov tw TIaTpi,

81 ov Ta irdvTa eyeveTO,

Td Te ev rw ovpavM Kal Tii err] rrjs yrjS,

TOV 81 rjjias TOVS dv0pu>Trovs Kal 8ia ttjv fjfieTepnv

acoTrjpiav ^

KareXdovTa Kal aapKcodi'vra, sravdpanfjaaPTa, Tradovra,

Kal avaardpTa Trj Tplrtj i]pepa,

aveXOovTa els ovpavois,

Kal e'p^dpevop

Kp'iPai ((ouTas Kal veKpovs^

KOI els TO ayiop Hvevpa.

Tovs 8e XeyovTGS- rjv iroTe ere oiiK rjv, Kai irplv

yevvTjdrjvai ovk rjv, Kal oti e^ ovk ovtwv eyeveTO,

T] e^ eTepas vnocrTdaews rj ovalas (pdaKOvras eivai

T) KTKTTOV fj TpSTTTOV fj dXXoiCOTOV TOV YlOV TOV QeoV,

dvadepuTi^ei fj KaOoXiK^ eKKXrjcria.

' Cyril, Cat. iv. 9 ; xii. 3 ; Mystag. ii. 7.

§ 2. Doctrine ofthe Holy Trinity., The doctrinal position of S. Cyril is admirably described,

and his orthodoxy vindicated by Cardinal Newman in the following passage of his Preface to

the Lectures in the Library- of the Fathers. "There is something very remarkable and even

startling to the reader of S. Cyril, to find in a divine of his school such a perfect agreement,

for instance as regards the doctrine of the Trinity, with those Fathers who in his age were

more famous as champions of it. Here is a writer, separated by whatsoever cause from what,

speaking historically, may be called the Athanasian School, suspicious of its adherents, and

suspected by them
;
yet he, when he comes to explain himself, expresses precisely the same

doctrine as that of Athanasius or Gregory, while he merely abstains from the particular

theological term in which the latter Fathers agreeably to the Nicene Council conveyed it.

Can we have a clearer proof that the difference oY opinion between them was not one of

ecclesiastical and traditionary doctrine, but of practical judgment? that the Fathers at Nicaea

wisely considered that, under the circumstances, the word in question was the only symbol

which would secure the Church against the insidious heresy which was assailing it, while

S. Cyril, with Eusebius of Cccsarea, Meletius and others shrank from it, at least for a while,
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as if an addition to the Creed, or a word already taken into the service of an opposite lieresy,

and likely to introduce into the Church heretical notions? Their judgment, which was

erroneous, was their own ; their faith was not theirs only, but shared with them by the

whole Christian world '."

In regard to the doctrine of the Trinity in general the two great heresies which distracted

the Church in S. Cyril's day were Sabellianism and Arianism, the one " confounding the Per-

sons," the other " dividing the substance " of the indivisible Unity of the Godhead. Both these

opposite errors Cyril condemns with equal energy :
" Do thou neither separate the Son from

the Father, nor by making a confusion believe in a Son-Fatherhood^." Again he says : "Our
hope is in Father, and Son, and Holy Ghost. We preach not three Gods ; let the Marcionites

be silenced ; but with the Holy Ghost through One Son wc preach One God. The Faith

is indivisible; the worship inseparable. We neither separate the Holy Trinity, like some
(that is the Arians) ; nor do we, as Sabellius, Avork confusion 3," " He says not, I am the

Father, but if/ie Father is in Me, and I am in the Father. And again He said not, I and the

Father am one, but, / a7id the Father are One, that we should neither separate them, nor make
a confusion of Son-Father »."

In the sequel of this last passage Cyril proceeds to argue that this unity of the Father and

the Son lies in their Nature, " since God begat God," in their Kingdoms, in their 'Will^, and
in their joint Creation 7, thus at each step rejecting some prominent heretical tenet.

The question, however, of Cyril's orthodoxy depends especially upon his supposed oppo-

sition to the Creed of Nicjea, of which no evidence is alleged except his attendance at the

Council of Seleucia, and the absence from his Lectures of the word ojiooCaiov.

The purpose of Cyril's attendance at Seleucia was to appeal against his deposition by
Acacius, and there is apparently no evidence of his having taken part in the doctrinal

discussions, or signed the Creed of Antioch^. What is certain is that Cyril's bitterest enemies

who refused to sit with him in the Council were Acacius and his Arian allies, who expressly

rejected both Sfxaova-ios and ojioioia-ws and "altogether denied the Nicene formula and censured

the Council, while the others, who were the majority, accepted the whole proceedings of the

Council, except that they complained of the word 'Co-essential,' as obscure, and so open to

suspicion 9." It thus appears that Cyril's friends at Seleucia were partly those who approved
the word " Co-essential," and partly those of whom Athanasius speaks as " brothers, who
mean what we mean, and dispute only about the word^" It needed in fact the profound
insight of an Athanasius to foresee that in the end that word must triumph over all opposition,

and be accepted by the Universal Church as the one true safeguard of the Christian Faith.

Meanwhile it was the standard round which debate, and strife, and hatred, and persecution,

were to rage for fifty years with unexampled fury.

Was Cyril to be blamed, ought he not rather to be commended, for not introducing such
a war-cry into the exposition of an ancient Creed, in which it had no place, the Creed of his

own Church, the Mother of all the Churches, whose Faith he as a youthful Presbyter was
commissioned to teach to the young Candidates for Baptism?

But if we compare his doctrine with that of the Nicene formula, we shall find that,

as Dr. Newman says, " His own writings are most exactly orthodox, though he does not in

the Catechetical Lectures use the word SnooCaiov ^."

The first point to be noticed in the comparison is the use of the title " Son of God."

I Preface, p. ix. 2 Cat. iv. § e.

3 Cat. xvi. § 4. Sec the notes on this and the preceding
p.issage. 4 Cat. xi. § 16. s Cat. xv. § 27, note 3.

<5 Athan. Co}itra Arian. Or. ii. § 31, i : "For the Word of
God is Framer and Maker, and He is the Father's Will. Cf.
Or. iii. § 63 fin.

7 lb. Or. iii. §11, 3: "Such then being the Son, thereTore

when the Son works, the Father is the Worker."
8 There is, I believe, no extant list of signatures: "Whether

the few Homoiisians and Hilary were among those who signed
is not said " (Heftle, Couiuih, II. p. 264).

9 Athan. Dc Synod, c. 12. « lb. c. 41. - Preface, p. 14.
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For this Eusebius in his Creed had substituted "Word of Cod." Athanasius explains
the significance of the change: "Uniting the two titles, Scripture speaks of 'Son'
in order to herald the natural and true offspring of His essence {oialm) ; and on the
other hand that none may think of the offspring as human, in again indicating His essence
it calls Him Word, and Wisdom, and Radiance; for from this we infer that the generation
was impassible (uwndes), and eternal, and becoming to God 3."

Cyril is here in full accord with Athanasius : in his Creed he found "Son of God," and
in his exposition he states that the Father is "by nature and in truth Father of One only,

the Only-begotten Son •* : " " One they are because of the dignity pertaining to the Godhead
since God begat God s

:

" " The Son then is Very God, having the Father in Himself, not
changed into the Father^." When he says that the Son is in all things like (Snoios e,> ttCktip)

to Him who begat Him ; begotten Life of Life, and Light of Light, Power of Power, God
of God, and the characteristics of the Godhead are unchangeable ((i7r«/)dXXnKrot) in the Son ? "

he is using in all good faith the very words of the orthodox Bishops at Nicrea, " o/xotoV Tt Kal

drrapiiWaKTOv avTov Kara navra tm Harpl ^."

The further significance which Athanasius ascribes to the title " Logos," is also expressed

fully and repeatedly by Cyril :
" Whenever thou hearest of God begetting, sink not down in

thought to bodily things, nor think of a corruptible generation, lest thou be guilty of

impiety 9,"

The "passionless generation," to which so much importance was attached at Nicrea and
by Athanasius, is also asserted by Cyril when he says that God "became a Father not

by passion (otr midd Uarrip yevopevos) '." The eternal generation is most emphatically declared

again and again: the Son, he says, "began not His existence in time, but was before

all ages eternally and incomprehensibly begotten of the Father; the Wisdom, and the Power
of God, and His Righteousness personally subsisting^:" "Throughout His being (f| ovnep rju),

a being by eternal generation, He holds His royal dignity, and shares His Father's seat 3."

" Believe that of One God there is One Only-begotten Son, who is before all ages God the

Word ; not the uttered word diffused into the air, nor to be likened to impersonal words

;

but the Word, the Son, Maker of all who partake of reason, the Word who hearcth the

Father, and Himself speaketh ."

The importance of such language is better understood when we remember that Marcellus,

"another head of the dragon, lately sprung up in Galatia^," entirely rejected the word

"Begotten," as implying a beginning, and "contradicting the eternity of the Logos, so

distinctly proclaimed by S. John." An eternal generation, as stated by Athanasius and others,

was to him unimaginable. The Logos in His pre-existence was unbegotten, and could not

be called Son, but only the Logos invested with human nature was Son of God and be-

gotten ^." These heretical opinions of Marcellus had been condemned in several Councils

within a few years preceding Cyril's Lectures.

The next supposed proof of Cyril's opposition to the Nicene doctrine is that he has not

adopted in his Lectures the phrases " of the essence (ova-lai) of the Father," and " of one

essence {opoovaiov) with the Father," This omission is the chief ground of the reproaches

cast upon the memory of Cyril by the writers of Ecclesiastical History; for this he was

described by Jerome as an Arian, and by Rufinus as a waverer, while his formal acceptance

of the terms used at Nicaea is called by Socrates and Sozomen an act of repentance. By

others he was denounced as ^ Apfiai/6<pp(.)v because he had addressed his letter to Constantius

as "the most religious king," and never used the word ('ypoovcnou in his Lectures.

3 Contra Arianos, Or. i. 28. 4 Cat. vii. 8 S- 5 lb. xi. § 16. << lb. § 17. 7 lb. § 18. 8 Athan. De Dcctetis, c. 20.

9 Cat. xi. § 7. lb. vii. 5 : see note there. 2 ib. iv. 7. lib. 4 lb. iv. § 8. 5 lb. xv. § 27.

6 Zahn, Marcellus ofAncyra, as quoted by Hefele, Councils, II. p. 31, slightly abridged. See also Hefde. p. 186.
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We shall be better able to estimate the justice of these reproaches, if we consider first the

history of these words obala and o/iooiVior, and the reasons which Cyril may have had for not

employing them in the instruction of youthful Candidates for Baptism.

It is strange to find that seven hundred years before the great controversy at Nicaea on

the introduction of the word olma into the Creed, it had been the war-cry of almost as fierce

a conflict between rival schools of philosophy.

"There appears," says Plato in the person of the Eleatic stranger, "to be a sort of war

of the giants going on between them because of the dispute concerning ovala. Some of them

are dragging all things down from heaven and from the invisible to earth, grasping rocks and

oaks in their hands ; for of all such things they lay hold, in obstinately maintaining that what

can be touched and handled alone has being (emu), because they define ' being ' and ' body

'

as one ; and if any one else says that what is not a body has being, they altogether despise

him, and will hear of nothing but body. . . . Therefore their opponents cautiously defend

themselves from above out of some invisible world, mightily contending that certain in-

telligible and incorporeal ideas are the true essence (ova-lav) ?."

It is apparently to this passage of Plato that Aristotle refers in describing the ambiguity of

the word oia-la ^
:
" Now Ova-la seems to belong most manifestly to bodies : wherefore animals

and plants and their parts we say are oicrlai, also natural bodies as fire and water and earth and

all such things, and all either parts of these, or products either of parts or the whole, as the

heaven and its parts, stars, moon, and sun. But whether these are the only oia-lai. or there are

others also, or none of these but others of a different kind, is a matter for inquiry. Some think

that the boundaries of bodies, as a surface, and a line and a point and a unit (fiovas), are ovaiai,

even more so than body and solid. Further, one class of persons thinks that besides things

sensible there is no ola-la, and another that there are many things, and these more enduring

(fu'Sm), as Plato thinks that the ideas (f'l'Sj?) and the mathematical elements are two kinds

of ovala, and that the ovala of sensible bodies is a third."

In proceeding to define the term, Aristotle says that ova-la is used in four senses if not

more : the essential nature (t6 tI rjv ehai), the universal (t6 KadoXov) the genus, and a fourth

the subject (ro vn-oKelixfvov). Under this fourth sense he proceeds to discuss the application

of the term oia-ia to the matter, the form, and the resulting whole. Without going further

we may see that the use of the word in philosophy was full of difficulty and ambiguity.

The ambiguity is thus expressed by Mr. Robertson 9 :
" We may look at a concrete term

as denoting either this or that individual simply (roSe n), or as expressing its nature, and so

as comjuoti to more individuals than one. Now properly (tt/xotws) ovala is only appropriate

to the former purpose. But it may be employed in a secondary sense to designate the latter,

in this sense species and genera are Sei;rfpai ovalai, the wider class being less truly ovalui. than

the former." Perhaps the earliest use of ovala in Christian writings is in Justin M. ^ where he
describes the Logos as "having been begotten from the Father, by His power and will,

but not by abscission (aTroro/xiyy), as if the ohala of the Father were divided, as all other things

when divided and cut are no longer the same as before." His example was fire, from which
other fires are kindled, while it remains undiminished and unchanged. According to
Dr. Newman 2, ovala here means " substance, or being."

In Clement of Alexandria 3, ovala means a "nature" common to many, for he speaks
of the Gnostic Demiurge as creating an irrational soul ofioovaiov with the soul of the beasts;"
and again as implanting in man " something co-essential {6iiooiaiov) with himself, inasmuch
as he is invisible and incorporeal; his essence (oialau) he called "the breath of life," but
the thing formed (/xop^w^^V) became "a living soul," which in the prophetic Scriptures he

7 Plato, So/lihf. § 246. " The passage is quoted by Theodoret, Grtrcarum affcctionem Cttrat.'o, ii. p. 732." (Hcindoif.)
8 Meiaph. vi. § 2. 9 Allianasius, Proleg. p. xxxi., in this Seiios. ' Tryph. c. 128 ». 2 Avians, p. 1S6. 3 FraS'n. § 50, Sylb. 341.
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confesses himself to be. Again in § 42 of the same Fragment, according to the Valentinians,

" the body of Jesus is co-essential {6hoov<tiou) with the Church."

So Hip[)olytus^ speaks of the Son Incarnate as being " at one and tlie same time Infinite

God and fniite Man, having the nature (oiauw) of each in perfection :
" and again, " There

has been effected a certain inexpressible and irrefragable union of the two (the Godhead and

the Manhood) into one subsistence (vtoo-too-h')."

In Origen we find the two words ovaia (essence, or substance) and inoa-Taaa (individual

subsistence) accurately distinguished. Quoting the description of Wisdom, as being the

breath (dr/n's) of the power of God, and pure effluence {uTroppoui) from the glory of tlic

Almighty, and radiance (oVnuyao-z^n) of the Eternal Light s," he says that " Wisdom proceeding

from Him is generated of the very substance of God,'' and adds that "these comparisons

most manifestly shew that there is community of substance between Father and Son. For

an effluence appears to be 6fj.oov<nos, that is, of one substance with that body from which it is

an eflluence or vapour."

On the other hand he writes, " We worship the Father of the Truth, and the Son who is

the Truth, being in subsistence (r^ vwoaTaaet) two*^." On this passage Bishop Bull remarks :

" The words vnoaracns and ovaia in ancient times were variously used, at least by the

Christians. That is to say, sometimes vTroaraa-is was taken by them for what we call oiiaia,

and rice versa, ovaia for what we call inoaTacns : somclimes the ancients even before the

Council of Nicffia used inoaraais for what we now call 'person' or 'subsistence?.'" This

Bishop Bull presently explains again as "an individual thing subsisting by itself, which

in rational beings is the same a.sJ>erson."

For examples of these interchanges of meaning, we may notice that the Synod of Antioch

(a.d. 269), in the Epistle addressed to Paul of Samosata before his deposition, speaking

of the unity of Christ's Person, says that " He is one and the same in His ovaia ^." On this

passage Routh remarks that "The words ovaia and ^van are sometimes employed by the

ancients for a personal subsistence {perso7ta subsisiente), as is plainly testified by Photius."

In the earlier part 9 of the same Epistle the Son is described as " being before all ages,

not in foreknowledge, but in essence and subsistence {kv ovaia kgI vnoaraaeC)"

The confusion arising from the uncertainty in the use of these two words is well illustrated

in the account which Athanasius ' himself gives of this same Synod of Antioch :
" They who

deposed the Samosatene, took Co-essential {onoovaios) in a bodily sense, because Paul had

attempted sophistry and said, ' Unless Christ has of man become God, it follows that He is

Co-essential with the Fatiier ; and if so, of necessity there are three essences (ovaiai), one the

previous essence, and the other two from it;' and therefore guarding against this they said

with good reason, that Christ was not Co-essential (SnooCaiov)." Athanasius then explains on

what grounds the Bishops at Nicaea " reasonably asserted on their part, that the Son was Co-

essential " Athanasius himself states that, in giving this explanation of the rejection of 6fxo-

ovaiov by the Bishops who condemned the Samosatene, he had not their Epistle before him^;

and his statement, tliat Paul used the term not to express his own view, but to refute that of

the Bishops, is thought to be opposed to what Hilary says 3, " Male oiiooCaMv Samosatenus

confessus est : sed numquid melius Ariani negavcrunt ?
"

That the statement of Athanasius himself is not free from difficulty is clear from the way

in which so great a Theologian as Bishop Hefele endeavours to explain it :
" Athanasius says

that Paul argued in this way : If Christ is 'O/ioovo-toy with the Father, then three subsistences

(ovaiin) must be admitted—one first substance (the Father), and two more recent (the Son and

4 Aifz'. L'c-ioit. ct lid. Fragm. i. 5 Wisdom of Solomon, vii. 25, quoted by Origen, l-i^i^m. in Epni. ad Hcbiaos, Lommatzsch,

V. p. 300. 6 Contra Celsum, viii. p. 386. 7 Def. Fid. Nic. II. c. 9, § 11. 8 Routh, Reh. Sacr., III. p. 299

9 lb. p. 290. ' De Syiwdis, c. 45, p. 474, in this Series. * lb. c. 43. 3 Liber de Syitodis, 513.
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the Spirit); that is to say, that the Divine Substance is separated into three parts 4." The

logical subtlety of Paul was better understood by Basil the Great s
:
" For in truth they who

met together about Paul of Samosata found fault with the phrase, as not being distinct
;

for

they said that the word ofxoovaios gave the idea of an ovaia and of those derived from it,

so that the title dixooiaiov assigned the oiala separately to the subjects to which it was

distributed: and this notion has some reason in the case of copper and the coins made

from it; but in the case of God the Father, and God the Son, there is no substance

conceived to be antecedent and superior to both : for to say and to think this surpasses

all bounds of impiety."

The confusion arising from the uncertainty in the use of these words had been the cause

of strife throughout the Christian Church for more than twenty years before the date of Cyril's

Lectures ; and though it was declared at the Council of Alexandria (362) to be but a con-

troversy about words s^*, it had long been and long afterwards continued to be a fruitful cause

of dissension between men who, when forced to explain their meaning, were found to be in

substantial agreement. That Cyril abstained from introducing into his elementary teaching

terms so provocative of dangerous controversy, is a reason for commendation, not for censure.

But if it is alleged that he denied or doubted or failed to assert the essential Godhead of

the Son, the suspicion is unfounded and easily refuted. To the many passages already

quoted concerning the eternal generation of the Son, it will be enough to add one single

sentence which ought to dispel all doubt of his orthodoxy. "The Only-begotten Son,

together with the Holy Ghost, is partaker of the Godhead of the Father (r^y dfoTTjros rijs

llarpiK^y Koivcovos)." The word chosen by Cyril to express the Divine Essence (deoTrjs)

common to the three Persons of the Godhead is at least as appropriate as oiiaia.

If we now look at the particular errors mentioned in the Anathema of the Nicene

Council, we shall find that every one of them is earnestly condemned by Cyril.

" O/ice He was not {'hj/ Trore ore ovK. riv). This famous Arian formula is expressly rejected

in Cat. xi. § 17 : "Neither let us say, There was a time when the Son was not." The

eternity of the Son is asserted again and again, in reference, for instance, to His generation ^,

His Priesthood 7, and His throne ^.

''Before His generation He was not" {rrp\v yevv^dn^ai ovk rjv). Compare with this Cyril's

repeated assertions that "the Son is eternally begotten, by an inscrutable and incom-

prehensible generation 9," "the Son of God before all ages, without beginning %" that

" time intervenes not in the generation of the Son from the Father ^"

"He came to he from nothing'' (J^ ovk ovroiv e'yei/ero). Cyril's language is emphatic: "As

I have often said, He did not bring forth the Son from non-existence (« tov [xf) omos) into

being, nor take the non-existent into Sonship 3."

" That He is of other subsistence or esse?ice " (e| eVepay vTroo-rdVfw? */ ova-las). It is certain

that Cyril has given no countenance to the error or errors condemned in this clause, but is

in entire agreement with the Council.

On the question whether vnoaracns and oiaia have in this passage the same or different

meanings, see Bull, Bef. Fid. Nic. II. 9, 11, p. 314 {Oxf Ed.). Athanasius expressly states

that they are perfectly equivalent :
" Subsistence (iVdo-Tao-is) is essence (ovaia), and means

nothing else but very being, which Jeremiah calls existence (Znap^is)." Basil distinguishes

them, and is followed by Bishop Bull, whose opinion is controverted by Mr. Robertson

in an Excursus on the meaning of the phrase, on p. 77 of his edition of Athanasius in this

Series. The student who desires to pursue the subject may consult in addition to the works

4 Councils, L p. 124. S Ejiisi. 300 (al. 52), quoted by Rull, D.F.A': ii. i, § 1 1. S« Athan. Tom,a ad A uilcchaios,

^S 5, 6. 6 Cat. iv. § 7. 7 lb. X. 5 14. 8 lb. xiv. § 27. 9 Cat. xi. § 4. Ms- - § 7-

'3
§ 14. Cf. S. Alex. F./'ist. a/iitd Tluodoret, § 4 :

" That the Son of God was not made ' from things which are not,' and that

' there was no time when He was not,' the Evangelist John sulTicienlly shews" (Ante-Nic. Library).
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just named, and the autliorities therein mentioned, Dr. Newman's Arians of the Fourth

Century, especially chap. v. sect. i. 3, and Appendix, note iv., on " the terms olvia and
vTro'o-rao-i? as used in the early Church ;

" Mr. Robertson's Prolegomena, ch. ii. § 3 (2) (b) ; and
the Rev. H. A. Wilson's Prolegomena to Gregory of Nyssa, ch. iv., in this Series.

CHAPTER XT.

S. Cvril's Writings.

§ I. List of U'orhs. Besides the Catechetical and Mystagogic Lectures translated in this

volume, the extant works of S. Cyril include (i) the "Letter to the Emperor Constantius

concerning the appearance at Jerusalem of a luminous Cross in the sky :

" (2) " The
Homily on the Paralytic at the Pool of Bethcsda :

" and (3) Fragments of Sermons on

the Miracle of the water changed into wine, and on Joh. xvi. 28, "I go to My Father."

Another work attributed by some authorities to Cyril of Jerusalem and by others to Cyril

of Alexandria is a Homily De Occursu Domini, that is, On the Presentation of Christ in the

Temple, and the meeting with Symeon, called in the Greek Church 77 'Yiranavrrj.

The other Fragments and Letters mentioned in the Benedictine Edition have no claim to

be considered genuine.

§ 2. Authenticity of the Lectures. The internal evidence of the time and place at which the

Lectures were delivered has been already discussed in chapters viii. and ix., and proves beyond
doubt that they must have been composed at Jerusalem in the middle of the fourth century.

At that date Cyril was the only person living in Jerusalem who is mentioned by the E^cclesi-

astical Historians as an author of Catechetical Lectures : and S. Jerome, a younger contem-

porary of Cyril, expressly mentions the Lectures which Cyril had written in his youth.

In fact their authenticity seems never to have been doubted before the seventeenth century,

when it was attacked with more zeal than success by two French Protestant Theologians

of strongly Calvinistic opinions, Andrew Rivet (^Critic. Sacr. Lib. iii. cap. 8, Genev. 1640), and

Edmund Aubertin {De Sacramento Eucharistice, Lib. ii. p. 422, Ed. Davent., 1654). Their

objections, which were reprinted at full length by Milles at the end of his Edition, were

directed chiefly against the Mystagogic Lectures, and rested on dogmatic rather than on

critical grounds. The argument most worthy of notice was that in a MS. of the Library of

Augsburg the Mystagogic Lectures were attributed to John, Bishop of Jerusalem. This

is admitted by Milles, who gives the title thus : MuorayayiKal /car>?x'?o"«'y TreVre 'iwawou

'Ettiukottoi' '\(po<Tokv\x(iiV, TTepl ^aTTTicrixaTos, xpicrfj-aros, (Tu>iiaTos, Koi oifiaTos Xpiarov,

I do not find this Codex Augustinus mentioned elsewhere by any of the Editors under

that name : but the Augsburg MSS. were removed to Munich in 1806, and in the older

Munich MS. (Cod. Monac. i), the title of the first Mystagogic Lecture is Mvaraycoyla npdiTr]

'laavvov fTna-KOTTov 'UpoaoKvpav. Also in Codd. Monac. 2, Ottobon. there is added at the

end of the Title, rov alrov KvpCKXov K«i 'iwtiwou fnia-Korrov. That John, Cyril's successor, did

deliver Catechetical Lectures, we know from his own correspondence with Jerome : and this

very circumstance may account for his name having been associated with, or substituted for

that of Cyril.

To Rivet's objection Milles makes answer that if the mistakes of a transcriber or the

stumbling of an ignorant Librarian {imperiti Librarii ccespitationes) have in one or two MSS.

ascribed the Lectures to John or any one else, this cannot be set against the testimony of

those who lived nearest to the time when the Lectures were composed, as Jerome and

Theodoret. Also the internal evidence proves that the Lectures could not have been delivered

later than the middle of the fourth century, whereas John succeeded Cyril about 386.

Moreover it is quite impossible to assign the two sets of Lectures to different authors.
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In Cat. xviii. § 33 the author promises, as we have seen, that he will fully explain the

Sacramental Mysteries in other Lectures to be given in Easter Aveek, in the Holy Sepulchre

itself, and describes the subject of each Lecture ; to which description the Mystagogic

Lectures correspond in all particulars. Other promises of future explanations are given in

Cat. xiii. § 19, and xvi. § 26, and fulfilled in Myst iv. § 3, and ii. § 6, and iii. § i. On the

other hand the author of Myst. i. § 9, after quoting the words, " I believe in the Father, and

in the Son, and in the Holy Ghost, and in one Baptism of repentance," adds, "Of which

things I spoke to thee at length in the former Lectures."

By these and many other arguments drawn from internal evidence Touttee has shewn

convincingly that all the Lectures must have had the same author, and that he could be

no other than Cyril.

§ 3. Early Testimony. Under the title '' Veterum Testlmonia de S. Cyrillo Hierosolymi-

tano ejusque Scriptis," Milles collected a large number of passages bearing on the life and

writings of S. Cyril, of which it will be sufficient to quote a few which refer expressly to his

Lectures.

S. Jerome, in his Book of Illustrious Men, or Catalogue of Ecclesiastical Writers, composed

at Bethlehem about six years after Cyril's death, writes in Chapter 112: "Cyril, Bishop of

Jerusalem, having been often driven out from the Church, afterwards in the reign of

Theodosius held his Bishopric undisturbed for eight years : by whom there are Catechetical

Lectures, which he composed in his youth."

Theodoret, born six or seven years after the death of Cyril, in his Dialogues (p. 211

in this Series) gives the " Testimony of Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem, from his fourth Catechetical

Oration concerning the ten dogmas. Of the birth from a virgin, " Believe thou this, &c."

Theo]Dhanes (575 circ.) Clironographia, p. 34, Ed. Paris, 1655, defends the orthodoxy of

Cyril, as follows :
" It was right to avoid the word o/jloovo-ios, which at that time offended

most persons, and through the objections of the adversaries deterred those who were to be

baptized, and to explain clearly the co-essential doctrine by words of equivalent meaning

:

which also the blessed Cyril has done, by expounding the Creed of Nicsea word for word, and

proclaiming Him Very God of Very God."

Gelasius, Pope 492, De duahus in Christo naiuris, quotes as from Gregory Nazianzen the

words of Cyril, Cat. iv. § 9 : i\m\ovt rjv 6 Xpiaros, k.t.'K.

Leontius Byzantinus (610 circ), Contra Nestor, et Entychem, Lib. I. quotes the same

passage expressly as taken "From the 4th Catechetical Oration of Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem."

Many other references to the Catecheses as the work of Cyril are given by Touttee,

pp. 306—315.

§ 4. Editions, i. Our earliest information concerning the Greek text and translations of

S. Cyril's Lectures is derived from John Grodecq, Dean of Glogau in Bohemia.

From his statement it appears that Jacob Uchanski, Archbishop of Gnessen and Primate

of Poland, had obtained from Macedonia a version of the Catecheses in the Slavonic dialect,

and had translated it into the Polish language some years before 1560.

2. In that year Grodefcq himself published at Vienna an edition of the Mystagogic

Lectures, thus described in the catalogue of the Imperial Library :

—

" S. Cyril's Mystagogic Lectures to the newly baptized, which now for the first time are

edited in Greek and Latin together, that he who doubts the Latin may have recourse to the

Greek, and he who does not understand Greek well may read the Latin, translated by John

Grodecq."

Nothing more is kriown of this edition : Fabricius, Milles, Touttee, and Reischl, all say

that they have been unable to find any trace of it. Uchanski about this time sent to

Grodecq his Slavonic and Polish versions, in order that they might be compared with the
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Greek original. The result according to Grodecq was that the fidelity of both versions was

clearly shewn, and " there could not possibly remain any doubt that these Lectures of Cyril

are perfectly genuine."

Whether Uchanski's book was written or printed is unknown, as no trace of it has

hitherto been found.

3. S. Cyrilli Hier. Catecheses ad Illuminandos et Mystagogicce. Interprctatus est Joannes

Grodecius. Roma; 1564. 8".

Grodecq had come to Rome in the suite of Stanislaus Ilosius, Cardinal Legate at the

Council of Trent, who in the year 1562 had published in the Confession of Petricow the

4th and part of the 3rd Mystagogic Lectures from a Greek IMS. belonging to Cardinal Sirlet.

From this MS. Grodecq made his Latin translation, using also the work of Uchanski before

mentioned. The preface is dated from Trent, on the 9th of July, 1563. The translation

was published in the following year at Rome, Cologne, Antwerp, and Paris, and often

elsewhere until superseded by the new Latin Version of Touttee in the Benedictine Edition.

4. In the same year, 1564, the Mystagogic Lectures and Catecheses iv., vi., viii.—x., xv.

xviii. were published at Paris by William ]\Iorel, the King's Printer, under the following title:

—

" S. Cyrilli Hier. Catecheses, id est institutiones ad res sacras, GrKcc editoi, ex bibliotheca

Henrici Memmii, cum versione Latina. Cura Guil. MorcUii. Paris. G. Morel., 1564.

4° min."

The Greek text depending on de Mesme's one MS., and that mutilated and faulty, is

said by Touttee to have many faults and omissions, but to have been nevertheless very useful

to him in correcting the text. The MS. itself had entirely disappeared. The Latin version,

appended to the copy in the Royal (National) Library at Paris, but not always attached to

the Greek, is said by Touttee to be a careful and elegant version, independent of Grodecq's.

A copy of Morel's Edition which formerly belonged to Du Fresne, containing various

readings in the margin from two other MSS., was lent to Touttee from the Library of

S. Genevieve (Genovef.).

Reischl describes the MS. as "Cod. Mesmianus (Montf. I. 185). Sec. xi."

5. "S. Cyrilli H. Catecheses Grsece et Latine ex intcrpretatione Joan. Grodecii nunc

primum edita^, ex variis bibliothecis, proecipue Vaticana, studio et opera Joan. Prevotii. Paris.

(Claude Morellus), 1608." This was the first complete edition of the Greek text. Prevot,

a native of Bordeaux, states in the Dedication to Pope Paul V., that by the help of MSS.
" melioris notre " found in the Vatican, he had both corrected the text of the Lectures

previously published by Morel, and carefully transcribed the rest. He made, according

to Touttee, many useful emendations, but did not mention the number, age, nor various

readings of the MSS. employed.

6. "S. Cyrilli Hier. Arch, opera quae supersunt omnia; quorum quDedam nunc primum

ex Codd. MSS. edidit, reliqua cum Codd. MSS. contulit, plurimis in locis emendavit, Notis-

que illustravit Tho. Milles S.T.B. ex yEde Christi. Oxonioe, e Theatro Sheldoniano, Impensis

Richardi Sare Bibliopol. Zo/id. mdcciii."

The author of this fine Edition gives us in his Preface the following description of his work:

—

" In the first place I wished to amend more thoroughly the text of J. Prevot, which,

as I said, he himself largely corrected and supplied from MSS. in the Vatican, and which

I have printed in this Edition : I have therefore compared it with all the other Editions that

I could collect, and in this manner have easily removed many errors both of the printers and

of Prevot himself. Afterwards I carefully compared all the Catecheses and the Epistle to

Constantinus with two MSS. and some with three, namely iv., vi., viii.—x., xv., xvi., xviii. The

first Codex, written on parchment apparently six hundred years ago, I found among those

MSS. which Sir Tho. Roe, our first Ambassador from King James I. to the Great Mogul,

brought from the East, and presented to the Bodleian Library. The second we owe to thg
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diligence of Isaac Casaubon, who colb.ted the Catecheses and Epistle to Constantius with

a MS. which he chanced to find, I think, in some Library in France, and carefully noted

all the various readings in the margin. This copy of Casaubon's the Right Reverend

Father in Christ, John Bishop of Norwich, very kindly lent to me out of his Avell-furnished

Library, and of his great love for learning did not disdain to shew the highest favour to

ray slight endeavours."

Toutt^e thinks that the MS. from which Casaubon drew his various readings was

C. Roe itself, or that one of the two MSS. had been copied from the other, or both from

the same.

7. "S. Cyrilli Arch. Hier. opera quae exstant omnia et ejus nomine circumferuntur, ad

MSS. codices necnon ad superiores Editiones castigata, Dissertationibus et Notis illustrata,

cum nova interpretatione et copiosis indicibus. Cura et studio Domni Antonii-Augustini

Touttei, Presbyteri et Monachi Benedictini e Congregatione S. Mauri. Paris. Typis Jac.

Vincent. 1720, fol. (Recusa Vcnet. 1763)."

Of the Greek text the Editor says, " I have collated it as carefully as I could with

Grodecq's translation, Morel's and PrevoL's Editions, and with MSS. to be found in this City.

The various readings of the Roman MSS. I have obtained by the help of friends : those which

Milles had collected from the English Codices I have adopted for my own use."

8. " S. Cyrilli Hier. Arch. opp. quae supersunt omnia ad libros MSS, et impressos

recensuit Notis criticis commentariis indicibusque locupletissimis illustravit Gulielm. Car.

Reischl S. Th. D. et Reg. Lycei Ambergensis Professor. Vol. I. Monac. m dccc xlvhi."

The Editor says in his Preface that he has altered the Benedictine text only when the

evidence was very weighty, and has then given all the various readings in the critical notes.

The exegetical commentary was to be reserved for the 2nd Volume, but this Dr. Reischl did

not live to complete.

The Prolegomena contain (i) Touttee's inordinately long "Life of Cyril," (2) a Disser-

tation on the general character and authenticity of the Catecheses, and (3) an "Apparatus

Litterarius," to which I have been indebted.

Vol. ii., containing Catecheses xii.—xviii., Myst. i.-v., and the other works, genuine and

spurious, attributed to Cyril, was published by J. Rupp at Munich, i860.

The MSS. used in revising the text of this, the best critical edition, will be noticed below.

9. An Edition of the Catecheses only was published at Jerusalem in 1867, having been

commenced in 1849 at the request of the Archbishop, Cyril II., by Dionysius Kleopas,

Principal of the Theological School of Jerusalem, and, after his death in 1861, continued

by his successor Photius Alexandrides, "Archdeacon of the Apostolic and Patriarchal See

of Jerusalem, and Principal of the Theological School."

The Editor gives in the Preface an interesting account of the life of Kleopas, and of

the work which he left unfinished.

§ 5. Manuscripts. From the preceding account of the various Editions of S. Cyril we

may obtain the following list of»authorities which have been hitherto used in revising the Text.

1. Codex Sirletianus, known only by Grodecq's Latin version, Rome, 1564. Cf. § i. 3.

2. C. Mesmianus, known only in Morel's edition, Paris, 1564. Cf. § i. 4.

3. Vatican MSS. used by Prevot, 1608, but not identified. Cf. ^ i. 5.

4. C. Roe, Bibl. Bodleian. Oxon. "Codex membranaceus in folio, ff. 223, sec. xi., binis

columnis bene exaratus;" [ol. 271].

5. C. Casaubon. On this and the preceding MS. see Milles as quoted above, § i. 6.

6. C. Ottobonianus (1) ol. Rom. iv. membran. sec. xi. " Continet Catecheses omncs
et Epist. ad Constantium. Multas habet insignes ab editis varietates."

C. Ottob. (2),
" Chartaceus et recens est, nihil fere ab editis discrepans."

These are the Roman MSS. mentioned by Touttde : see above, § i. 7.
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7. C. Coislin. 227 (ol. loi). Membran. Srec. xi. cin. "From this came many
important emendations" (Toutte'e, Notitia Codicum AISS.).

In the descriptions of the following MSS. of the National Library at Paris there is so

much discrepancy between Touttee and Reischl, that it is better to quote both.

8. " Catecheses xii., xiii., xiv., xv., comparavi cum Codice Reg. bibliothecre num. 2503.

Scriptus est in bombycina charta an. 1231, quam anni notam apposuit calligraphus " (Touttoe,

Not. Codd. MSS.).

Reischl has no notice of a MS. at all answering to this description.

9. Cod. Reg. alter, "ol. 1260, nunc 1824, qui S. Basilii opera complectitur, sub ejus

nomine Procatechesin continet " (Touttee, Not. Codd. MSS.) : aliter, " Cod. Reg. ol. 260, nunc

1284, pag. 254, qui duodecimi circiter est sceculi, in quo habetur Procatechcsis haec sub

nomine S. Basilii " (Id. Monit. in Procatechesin).

"Cod. Reg. 467 (apud Toutteum, 1824) Fonteblandensis, chartac. fol. sec. x. Continet

sub S. Basilii nomine Orationem de Baptismo, quae est S. Cyrilli Hier. Procatechesis.

C. Reg. Touttei " (Reischl).

10. "Cod. Reg. 969 (ol. Mazarin.) Epistolarum S. Basilii. 4°. Sec. xiv.' Exhibet sub n. 7

Basilii homiliam quo (sic) ostenditur Deum esse incomprehensibilcin, quae non S. Basilii, sed

Cyrilli est Procatechesis " (Reischl).

This description agrees in substance with Touttde's.

11. C. Colbert. "Catecheses iv., vi., viii., ix., x., xv., xviii., contuli cum cod. Colbert.

Biblioth. chartaceo et recenti 4863 notato ... In omnibus pene cum Morelliana editione

consentit" (Touttee, Notitia Codd. MSS).
Reischl makes no mention of this MS.

12. C. Colbert, alter, "membran. sign. 1717, Sec. xiii. diversas Patrum homilias continet,

et Cat. xiii. exhibet sub nomine Cyrillianae in Crucem et Porasceven homilise " (Touttee,

Notitia).

This is described by Reischl as "Cod. Reg. 771 (ol. 1717) Colbertinus. Membran. fol.

seculi xiii.—xiv."

The following MSS. have been used in Editions later than the Benedictine.

13. " C. Monacensis I. 394 membran, fol., titulis et initialibus miniatis, f. 261 nitidissime

uncialibus minutis circiter seculo decimo in Oriente scriptus.''

This w^as regarded both by Reischl and by Rupp as the most important authority for the

text : it is much older than Codd. Roe, Casaub., and seems to be related to Codd. Ottobon.

Coislin.

C. Mon. 2 of the i6th Century is of little value.

14. "C. Vindobonensis, 55, membran. fol. antiquissimus, sed incerto sseculo
"

A full account is given by Rupp in the Preface to Vol. ii. It was collated by Joseph

Miiller, 1848, and contains all Cyril's Lectures, except the Procatechesis.

15. Codex A, found by Kleopas in the Library of the Archbishop of Cyprus, and used

as the basis of his text, sometimes stands alone in preserving the true reading.

§ 6. Versions. Besides the Latin Translations published with the Greek text, as

mentioned above, Reischl mentions the first three of the following :

—

{a) Les catecheses de Sainct Cyrille. Traduit par Louis Ganey. Paris, 1564.

{b) Cyrill's Schriften iibersetzt und mit Anmerkungen versehen von J. Mich. Feder.

Bamberg, '1786.

{c) Cyrilli Hier. Catecheses in Armen. Linguam versae. Viennae, 1832.

{d) The Catechetical Lectures of S. Cyril, Archbishop of. Jerusalem, Translated,

with Notes and Indices (Library of Fathers of the Holy Catholic Church.)

Parker, Oxford, 1838. See Preface.
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PROCATECHESIS,
OR,

PROLOGUE TO THE CATECHETICAL LECTURES OE OUR HOLY FATHER,

CYRH., ARCHBISHOP OF JERUSALEM.

r. Already there is an odour of blessedness

upon you, O ye wlio arc soon to be enliglit-

ened' : already ye are gathering the spiritual ^

flowers, to weave heavenly crowns : already the

fragrance of the Holy Spirit has breathed upon
you : already ye have gathered round the

vestibule of the King's ])alace 3 ; may ye be led

in also by the King ! For blossoms now have
appeared upon the trees-*; may the fruit also be

found perfect ! Thus far there has been an
inscription of your names 5, and a call to

service, and torches ^ of the bridal train, and a

longing for heavenly citizenship, and a good
purpose, and hope attendant thereon. For
he lieth not- who said, that to them that love

God all tilings ^vork together for good. God
is lavish in beneficence, yet He waits for each

man's genuine will : therefore the Apostle

added and said, to them that are called ac-

cording to a purpose t. The honesty of purpose

makes thee called : for if thy body be here

but not thy mind, it profiteth thee nothing.

2. Even Simon Magus once came to the

Laver ^
: he was baptized, but was not enlight-

ened ; and though he dipped his body in water,

he enlightened not his heart with the Spirit : his

• The "blessedness" is the grace of Baptism, the hope of

which is .TS a fragrant odour already home towards the Candi-

dates. These were called no longer Catechumens, but </><utc^o-

li.evoi, as already on the way " to be enlijjhtened." Compare xvi.

26, the last sentence, and see Index, " enlighten."
2 vor\ra.. The word is much used by Plato to distinguish

things which can be discerned only by the mind from the objects

of sight and sense. Here " the spiritual (or, mental) flowers" are

the Divine truths in which " the fragrance of the Holy Spirit

"

breathes.
3 By "the vestibule" is meant "the outer hall of the Bap-

tistery" (xix. 2), and by "the King's Palace" the Baptistery

itself, which Cyril calls "the inner chamber" (x\. i), and ''the

bride-chamber "(iii. 2 ; xxii. 2). See Index, " Baptistery." Here
the local terms have also an allegorical sense, Baptism being

regarded as the marriage of the Soul to Christ.

4 Another allegory, from the season of Spring, when the Lec-

tures were delivered.

5 bi'OiJ.aToypa<j)Ca. See Index.
6 That the Candidates on their first admission carried torches

or lighted tapers in procession is a conjecture founded on this

passage and Lect. I. i :
" Ve who have just lighted the torches

of faitli, preserve them in your hands unquenched." But see

Index, " Lights."
.

7 Rom. viii. 28. In S. Paul's argument the "purpose is

God's eternal purpose of salvation through Christ (Eph. i- 11 ;

iii. 11): but Cyril applies it here to sincerity of purpose in coming

to Bai)tisin. ^ Acts viii. 13.
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body went down and came up, but his soul was
not buried with Christ, nor raised with Hini'^.

Now I mention the statements ' of (men's) falls,

that thou mayest not fall : for these things

happened to them by way of example, and
they are written for the admonition ^ of those

who to this day draw near. Let none of you
be found tempting His grace, lest anjy root of
bitterticss spring np and trouble you 3. Let none
of you enter saying. Let us see what the faith-

ful "t are doing : let me go in and see, that I

may learn what is being done. Dost thou

expect to see, and not expect to be seen ?

And thinkest thou, that whilst thou art search-

ing out what is going on, God is not searching

thy heart ?

3. A certain man in the Gospels once pried

into the marriage feasts, and took an unbe-

coming garment, and came in, sat down, and
ate : for the bridegroom permitted it. But

when he saw them all clad in white ^, he ought

to have assumed a garment of the same kind

himself: whereas he partook of the like food,

but was unlike them in fashion and in purpose.

The bridegroom, however, though bountiful,

was not undiscerning : and in going round to

each of the guests and observing them (for his

care was not for their eating, but for their

seemly behaviour), he saw a stranger not

having on a iveddinggarment, and said to him,

Frie?id, hota earnest thou in hither? In what

a colour? ! With what a conscience! What
though the door-keeper forbade thee not, be-

cause of the bountifulness of the entertainer ?

what though thou wert ignorant in what flishion

thou shouldest come in to the banquet ?—thou

9 Rom. vi. 4; Col. ii. I2.

1 Greek, vTvoypa<f>rj, meaning; either an "indictment, ' or a de-

scriptive '' sketch." For tlie former meaning, see Plato, Theai-t.

172, E. i>7ro'ypa(/)r)i' ... 171/ avTia)i.o<Tiav Ka\ovcnv.
2 I Cor. X. II. * Heb. xii. 15-

4 "The faithful" are those who have been already baplized,

and instructed in those mysteries of the Christian Faith which

were reserved for the initiated. Sec Index, " Kaitliful."

5 Matt. xxii. 12. 'J'he same passage is applied to I.aplism in

Cat. iii. 2. 6 See Cat. xxii. 8, and Index, "White.

7 The Greek word Cvp^>a) is used by Ignatius in the be-in-

nine of his Epistle to the Koiimus of a discolouring stain.
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didst come in, and didst see the glittering

fasliions of the guests : shouldest thou not have

been taught even by what was before tliine

eyes ? Shouldest thou not have retired in

good season, that thou mightest enter in good

season again? But now thou hast come in

unseasonably, to be unseasonably cast out.

So he commands the servants, Bind his feet,

which daringly intruded : bind Jus hands, which

knew not how to put a bright garment around

him : and cast him into the outer darkness ; for

he is unworthy of the wedding torches ^. Thou
seest what happened to that man : make thine

own condition safe.

4. For we, the ministers of Christ, have

admitted every one, and occupying, as it

were, the place of door-keepers we left the

door open : and possibly thou didst enter

with thy soul bemired with sins, and with a

will defiled. Enter thou didst, and wast

allowed : thy name was inscribed. Tell me,

dost thou behold this venerable constitution of

the Church ? Dost thou view her order and

disciplines, the reading of Scriptures ', the pre-

sence of the ordained -, the course of instruc-

tion 3? Be abashed at the place, and be taught

by what thou seest 4. Go out opportunely

now, and enter most opportunely to-morrow.

If the fashion of thy soul is avarice, put

on another fashion and come in. Put off thy

former fashion, cloke it not up. Put off, I

pray thee, fornication and uncleanness, and

put on the brightest robe of chastity. This

charge I give thee, before Jesus the Bridegroom

of souls come in and see their fashions. A
long notices is allowed thee; thou hast forty ^

clays for repentance : thou hast full oppor-

tunity both to put off, and wash, and to put

on and enter. But if thou persist in an evil

purpose, the speaker is blameless, but thou

must not look for the grace : for the water

will receive, but the Spirit will not accept thee 7.

If any one is conscious of his wound, let

8 Compare § i, note 6.

9 The Greek word (eTno-Tij^l) which commonly_ means " know-
ledge" or "understanding," is applied here and in vi. 35 to the

intelligence and skill displayed in the arrangement of the public

services of the Church. Compare Apostolic Constituiions, ii. 57,

where the Bishop is exhorted to have the assemblies arranged
/xera 7ra(r>)5 eJri<rT>)jar)!.

1 In the same passage of the Apostolic Constitutions precise

directions arc given for reading a Lesson from the Old Testament,
singing the Psalms, and reading the Epistle and Gospel.

"2 By " the ordained" {KavoviKuiv) are meant all whose names
were registered as bearing office in the Church, Priests, Deacons,
Deaconesses, Monks, Virgins, Widows, all having their appointed
places and proper duties. Apost. Canon. 70, ei tis e7ri<7K07ros, r)

7rpt(r(3uTepos, i) SiaKoros, r) oAws tou KaroAoyou Twi' KA))piK(ic,

K.T.A.

3 Compare Afost. Const, as above : "Let the Presbyters one
hy one, not all together, exhort the people; and the Bishop last,

as being the commander."
4 S. Aug. dc Civil. Dei, ii. 28 :

" Though some come to mock
at such admonitions, all their insolence is citlier humbled by a
sudden conveision (immutatio) or suppressed by fear or shame."

5 Greek, n-poOco-jxia. Compare Gal. iv. 2 :
" the time appointed

of the father." At Athens it meant a " limitation," or fi.ved period

within whicli a dclit must l)e claimed or paid, or an action com-
menced. '' Index, " Lent." 7 Cojnpare xvii. 36.

him take the .salve ; if any has fallen, let him
arise. Let there be no Simon among you,

no hypocrisy, no idle curiosity about the

matter.

5. Possibly too thou art come on another

pretext. It is possible that a man is wishing

to pay court to a woman, and came hither

on that account ^. The remark applies in

like manner to women also in their turn. A
slave also perhaps wishes to please his master,

and a friend his friend. I accept this bait for

the hook, and welcome thee, though thou

camest with an evil purpose, yet as one to be

saved by a good hope. Perhaps thou knewest

not whither thou wert coming, nor in what kind

of net thou art taken. Thou art come within

the Church's nets 9 : be taken alive, flee not

:

for Jesus is angling for thee, not in order to

kill, but by killing to make alive : for thou

must die and rise again. For thou hast heard

the Apostle say, Dead indeed unto sin, but living

unto righteousness ^ Die to thy sins, and live to

righteousness, live from this very day.

6. See, I pray thee, how great a dignity Jesus

bestows on thee. Thou wert called a Cate-

chumen, while the word echoed^ round thee

from without ; hearing of hope, and knowing

it not ; hearing mysteries, and not understand-

ing them ; hearing Scriptures, and not knowing

their depth. The echo is no longer around

thee, but within thee; for the indwelling Spirit^

henceforth makes thy mind a house of God.
When thou shalt have heard what is written

concerning the mysteries, then wilt thou

understand things which thou knewest not.

And think not that thou receivest a small

thing : though a miserable man, thou receivest

one of God's titles. Hear St. Paul saying,

Godisfaithfiih. Hear another Scripture say-

ing, God is faithful andJust ^. Foreseeing this,

the Psalmist, because men are to receive a title

of God, spake thus in the person of God :

/ said. Ye are Gods, and are all sons of the

Most High ^. But beware lest thou have the

title of ''faithful "hut the will of the faithless.

Thou hast entered into a contest, toil on
through the race : another such opportunity

thou canst not have 7. Were it thy wedding-

day before thee, wouldest thou not have dis-

regarded all else, and set about the prepara-

tion for the feast? And on the eve of con-

secrating thy soul to the heavenly Bridegroom,

wilt thou not cease from carnal things, that

thou mayest win spiritual ?

8 S. Ambrose on the iigth P.salm, Serin, xx. § 48, speaks
of some who pretended to be Christians in order to marry one
whose parents would not give her in marriage to a heathen.

9 Malt. xiii. 47. ' Rom. vi. 11, 14.
- S. Cyril plays upon the word " Catechumen," which has

the same root as " echo."
.1 Koni. viii. 9,11. 4 i Cor. i. 9. Si Johu i. 9.
<> Ps l.\xxi. 0, 7 Compare xvii. 36.
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7. We may not receive Baptism twice or
thrice

; else it might be said, Thougli I have
failed once, I shall set it right a second time :

whereas if thou fail once, the thing cannot be
set right ; for there is one Lord^ and one failh,
and one haplism ^ : for only the heretics are re-

ba])tized ^, because the former was no baptism.
8. For God seeks nothing else from us, save

a good purpose. Say not. How are my sins

blotted out? I tell thee, By willing, by
believing \ What can be shorter than this ?

But if, while thy lips declare thee willing, thy
heart be silent. He knoweth the heart,'" who
judgeth thee. Cease from this day from every
evil deed. Let not thy tongue speak unseemly
words, let thine eye abstain from sin, and from
roving- after things unprofitable.

9. Let thy feet hasten to the catechisings ; re-

ceivewith earnestness the exorcisms 3 : whether
thou be breathed upon or exorcised, the act
is to thee salvation. Suppose thou hast gold
unwrought and alloyed, mixed with various
substances, copper, and tin, and iron, and
lead : we seek to have the gold alone ; can
gold be purified from the foreign substances
without fire ? Even so without exorcisms the
soul cannot be purified ; and these exorcisms
are divine, having been collected out of the
divine Scriptures. Thy face has been veiled •,

that thy mind may henceforward be free, lest

the eye by roving make the heart rove also.

But when tliine eyes are veiled, thine ears are

not hindered from receiving the means of
salvation. For in like manner as those who
are skilled in the goldsmith's craft throw in

their breath upon the fire through certain

delicate instruments, and blowing up the gold
which is hidden in the crucible stir the flame
which surrounds it, and so find what they are

seeking; even so when the exorcists inspire

terror by the Spirit of God, and set the soul,

as it were, on fire in the crucible of the

body, the hostile demon flees away, and there

abide salvation and the hope of eternal life,

and the soul henceforth is cleansed from
its sins and hath salvation. Let us then,

brethren, abide in hope, and surrender our-

selves, and hope, in order that the God of

all may see our purpose, and cleanse us from

8 Eph. iv. 5.

9 This sentence is omitted in one MS. (Paris, 1824), but pro-
bably only through the repetition of the word " baptism." On the
laws of the Church against tlie repetition of Baptism, and con-
cerning the rc-bapti.';m of heretic?, see Tertull. de Baptismo, c. xv. :

Apost. Const. XV. : Bingham, xii. 5 : Hefele, Counciis, Lib. I. c. 2 :

Dictionary Christian Antiq. I. p. 167 a.

» Riifmus, in the Exposition of the Creed, on the Re-
mission 0/ sins : "The Pagans are wont to say in derision of us,

that we deceive ourselves in thinking that crimes which have been
committed in deed can be washed out by words."

2 The reading in the Benedictine Edition, /uijSe 6 vavi aov
p«H/3eV0(i>, has little authority, and is quite unsuitable. See below,
TO p\eij.lj.a peu.p6iJ.cvoy. 3 Index, " Exorcism."

* Index, Veiling"

our sins, and impart to us good hopes of our
estate, and grant us rejientance that bringeth
salvation. God hath calletl, and His caU is

to thee.

10. Attend closely to the catechisings,
and though we should prolong our discourse,
let not thy mind be wearied out. For thou art
receiving armour against the adverse power,
armour against heresies, against Jews, and
Samaritans 5, and Gentiles. Thou hast many
enemies

; take to thee many darts, for thou
hast many to hurl them at : and tliou iiast

need to learn how to strike down the Greek,
how to contend against heretic, against Jew
and Samaritan. And the armour is ready, and
most ready the sword of the Spirit^ ; but thou
also must stretch forth thy right hand with
good resolution, that thou mayest war the Lord's
warfare, and overcome adverse ])owers, and
become invincible against every heretical at-

tempt.

11. Let me give thcc this charge also. Study
our teachings and keej) them for ever. Think
not that they are the ordinary homilies 7 ; for

though they also arc good and trustworthy, yet
if we should neglect them to-day we may study
them to-morrow. But if the teaching concern-
ing the laver of regeneration delivered in a
consecutive course be neglected to-day, when
shall it be made right? Suppose it is the

season for planting trees : if we do not dig, and
dig deep, when else can that be planted
rightly which has once been planted ill?

Suppose, pray, that the Catechising is a kind
of building : if we do not bind the house
together by regular bonds in the building,

lest some gap be found, and the building

become unsound, even our former labour is of

no use. But stone must follow stone by
course, and corner match with corner, and by
our smoothing off inequalities the building

must thus rise evenly. In like manner we are

bringing to thee stones, as it were, of know-
ledge. Thou must hear concerning the living

God, thou must hear of Judgment, must hear

of Christ, and of the Resurrection. And many
things there arc to be discussed in succession,

^^hich though now dropped one by one are

afterwards to be presented in harmonious con-

nexion. But unless thou fit them together in

the one whole, and remember what is first, and
what is second, the builder may build, but thou

wilt find the building unsound.

12. When, therefore, the Lecture is delivered,

5 The Samaritans are freciucnlly mentioned Ijy Epiphanins and
other writers of tlie 4th centi ry among the chief adversaries

of Christianity. "In tlieir humble synagogue, at the foot of the

mountain (Gerizim), the Samaritans still worship, the oldest .and

the smallest sect in the world." (Stanley, Sinai and Palestine,

p. 240.)
6 Eph. vi. 17, 7 See above, 8 4, note 3.

B 2
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if a Catecliumcn ask thcc what the; tcaclicrs have

said, tell nothing to him tliat is without^. Yor

we deliver to thee a mystery, and a hope of

the life to come. Guard the mystery for Him
who gives the reward. Let none ever say

to thee, What harm to thee, if I also know
it ? So too the sick ask for wine ; but if it be

given at a wrong time it causes delirium, and

two evils arise ; the sick man dies, and the

physician is blamed. Thus is it also with the

Catechumen, if he hear anything from the

believer : both the Catechumen becomes

delirious (for he understands not what he has

heard, and finds fault with the thing, and scoffs

at what is said), and the believer is condemned

as a traitor. But thou art now standing on

the bortler : take heed, pray, to tell nothing

out ; not that the things spoken are not worthy

to be told, but because his ear is unworthy to

receive. Thou wast once thyself a Catechu-

men, and I described not what lay before thee.

When by experience thou hast learned how
high are the matters of our teaching, then thou

wilt know that the Catechumens are not worthy

to hear them.

13. Ye who have been enrolled are become

sons and daughters of one Mother. When ye

have come in before the hour of the exorcisms,

let each one of you speak things tending to

godliness : and if any of your number be not

present, seek for him. If thou wert called to

a banquet, wouldest thou not wait for thy

fellow guest ? If thou hadst a brother, wouldest

thou not seek thy brother's good ?

Afterwards busy not thyself about unprofit-

able matters : neither, what the city has done,

nor the village, nor the King 9, nor the Bishop,

nor the Presbyter. Look upward ; that is what

thy present hour needeth. J^e s/i7/'°, and know
thai I am God. If thou seest the believers

ministering, and shewing no care, they enjoy

security, they know what they have received,

they are in possession of grace. But thou

standest just now in the turn of the scale,

to be received or not : copy not those who
have freedom from anxiety, but cherish fear.

14. And when the Exorcism has been done,

until the others who are being exorcised have

come ", let men be with men, and women with

women. For now I need the example of

Noah's ark : in which were Noah and his sons,

and his wife and his sons' wives. For though

the ark was one, and the door was shut, yet

had things been suitably arranged. If the

Ciiurch is shut, and you are all inside, yet let

there be a separation, men with men, and
women with women ' : lest the pretext of

salvation become an occasion of destruction.

Even if there be a fair pretext for sitting near

each other, let passions be put away. Fur-

ther, let tlie men when sitting have a useful

book ; and let one read, and another listen :

and if there be no book, let one pray, and

another speak something useful. And again

let the party of young women sit together in

like manner, either singing or reading quietly,

so that their lips speak, but others' ears catch

not the sound : for I mfjer not a 7vonian to

speak in the ChurcJi''. And let the married

woman also follow the same example, and

pray ; and let her lips move, but her voice be
unheard, that a Samuel 3 may come, and thy

barren soul give birth to the salvation of

"God who hath heard thy prayer;" for this

is the interpretation of the name Samuel.

15. I shall observe each man's earnestness,

each woman's reverence. Let your mind be

refined as by fire unto reverence ; let your soul

be forged as metal : let the stubbornness of

unbelief be hammered out : let the superfluous

scales of the iron drop off", and what is pure

remain ; let the rust of the iron be rubbed oft',

and the true metal remain. May God some-

time shew you that night, the darkness which

shines like the day, concerning which it is

said, The darkness shall not he hidden from thee,

and the night shall shine as the day t Then
may the gate of Paradise be opened to every

man and every woman among you. Then may
you enjoy the Christ-bearing waters in their

fragrance s. Then may you receive the name
of Christ^, and the power of things divine.

Even now, I beseech you, lift up the eye of the

3 On the Disciplinn Arcaiii, or rule ngainst publishing the
Christian Creed and Mysteries to Catechumens and Gentiles, see

Judex, " l\fys/fyii's."

'J The title " King " (Bao-iAeus) is used in the Greek Liturgies
and Fathers of the Roman Empcr jr, as in tlic Clementine Liturgy :

vjrcp Toi) ^affiAcw^, Kai tw;' ec vrrepox]^) where it is taken from
1 Tim. ii. 2. Compare Cat. xiv. 14, and 22 : Kuivinavrivov toO
^acriAt'ioj.

'" Ps. xlvi. 10. Sept. (TXo\d(Ta.Te , "give attention freely."
' From S. AuLjustinc, lU Syinbolo. i. i (Mi;4ne T. vi. p. 930),

we learn tliat the Candidates were brouiiht in before the Con-
s;regalion one by one for exorcism ; and so, as Cyril here shews,
ihcy had to wait outside till the others rettu-ned.

I Chrys. in Matt. Horn. Ixxiv. § 3: "You ought to have
within you the wall that separates you from the women : but
since ye will not, our fathers h.ive thought it necessary to separate

you at least by these boards ; for I have heard from my elders

that there were not these walls in old times." These barriers had
not yet been introduced at Jerusalem, or Cyril's admonition would
have been needless. Compare Apostolic Constitutions, IL 57.

- I Cor. xiv. 34 ; I Tim. ii. 12.

3 I Sam. i. 13, 20. On the various interpretations of the name
Samuel, see Diet. Bib. " Samuel," and Driver on the passage.
Cyril adopts the meaning "heard of God."

4 Ps. cxxxix. 12. On E.aster Eve the Church was full of lights

which were kept burning all night, and the newly-baptized c.nrried

torches. Gregory of Nyssa, preaching on the Resurrection
{Orat. iv.), describes the scene: "This brilliant night, by ming-
ling the flames of torches with the morning rays of the sun, has
made one continuous day, not divided by the interposition of
darkness."

5 Or, as the Benedictine Editor conjectures, " the waters
which have a Christ-bearing ixpia-To^opov) fragrance." On the
epiiliet xp'<'"''0'l'°pos. ^^c Bishop Lightfoot's note on Ignnt. ad
/•-'/'/. § 1 and § 9. Its meaning, as well as th.at of &(Oij>6poi is

dufuied in the answer of Ignatius to Trajan, "O Xpio-Tof e,\«ii'

ec (rTt'pi'015 ('l/rt''0'''- /:,'" A/if. § 2).

6 Cat. xxi. i: "made partakers therefore of Christ, ye are
rightly called Christs."



PROCATECIIESIS.
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mind : even now imagine the choirs of Angels,

and God the Lord of all there sitting, and His
Onlv-begotten Son sitting with Him on His
right hand, and the Spirit present with them

;

and Thrones and Dominions doing service,

and every man of you and every woman
receiving salvation. Even now let jour ears

ring, as it were, with that glorious sound, when
over your salvation the angels shall chant,

Bkssed are they ivhose iniquities are forgiven,

and whose sins are covered t.- when like stars

of the Church you shall enter in, bright in the

body and radiant in the soul.

1 6. Great is the Baptism that lies before

you ^
: a ransom to cajuives ; a remission of

offences ; a death of sin ; a new-birth of the

soul ; a garment of light ; a holy indissoluble

seal ; a chariot to heaven ; the delight of

Paradise ; a welcome into the kingdom ; the

gift of adoption ! But there is a serpent by
the wayside watching those who ])ass by

:

beware lest he bite thee with unbelief He
sees so many receiving salvation, and is seeking'

ri'honi he may dezviir^. Thou art coming in

unto the Father of Spirits, but thou art going

past that serpent. How then mayest thou
pass him ? Have thy feet shod with the pre-

paration of thegospel ofpeace ' ; that even if he
bite, he may not hurt thee. Have faith in-

dwelling, stedfast hope, a strong sandal, that

thou mayest pass, ttie' eneni}^ ancl entei> the

I)resence of thy Lord. Piepare thine own
heart for reception of doctrine, for fellowship

in holy mysteries. Pray more frequently, that

God may make thee worthy of the heavenly

and immortal mysteries. Cease not day nor

night : but when sleep is banished from thine

eyes, then let thy mind be free for prayer.

And if thou find any shameful thought rise up
in tliy mind, turn to meditation upon Judgment
to remind thee of Salvation. Give thy mind
wholly to study, that it may forget base things.

If thou find any one saying to thee. Art thou

then going in, to descend into the water ?

lias the city just now no baths? take notice

that it is the dragon of /he sea ^ who is laying

7 Ps. xxxii. I, which verse is still chanted in the Greek Church
as soon as the Baptism is coiniileted.

* S. Basil lias a passage in praise of 15aptism almost the same,
word for word, with this. It is more likely to have heen Ijorrowcd

from Cyril by Basil and other Fatliers, than to be a later interpo-

lation here.

9 I Pet V. 8. ' Eph vi. I?. 2 Is. xxvii. i.

these plots against thee. Attend not to the
lil)s of the talker, but to God who workcth in

thee. Guard thine own soul, that thou l)e not
ensnared, to the end that abiding in hope thou
mayest become an heir of everlasting salvation.

17. ^Ve for our part as men charge and
teach you thus : but make not ye our build-
ing hay and stiibHc and chaff, lest we siipr
toss, from our 7C'or/! l>eing burnt up: but
make ye our work gold, and silver, and pre-
cious stones ^ ! For it lies in me to speak, but
in thee to set thy mind'* upon it, and in God to

make perfect. Let us nerve our minds, and
brace ui) our souls, and prepare our hearts.

The race is t'or our soul : our hope is of things

eternal : and God, who knoweth your hearts,

and observeth who is sincere, and who a
hypocrite, is able both to guard the sincere,

and to give faith to the hjpocrite : for even to

the unbeliever, if only he give his heart, God is

able to give faith. So may He blot out the

handwriting that is against you 5, and grant you
forgiveness of your former trespasses ; may He
plant you into His Church, and enlist you in

His own service, and put on you the armour of
righteousness^ : mayt He fill you with the

heavenly things of the New Covenant, and
give you the seal of. the Holy Spirit indelible

throughout all ages, in Christ Jesus Our Lord :

to
,_
whom be the glory for ever and ever

!

Amen.

{To the Reader T.)

These Catechetical Lectures for those who
are to be enlightened thou mayest lend to

candidates for Baptism, and to believers who
are already baptized, to read, but give not at

all ^, neither to Catechumens, nor to any others

who are not Christians, as thou shalt answer to

the Lord. And if thou make a copy, write

this in the beginning, as in the sight of the

Lord.

> I Cor. iii. 12, 13.
4 Greek npoaBeaOai, Sept. Dent. \ili. 4, "cleave uiUo Ilini."

ComiJare Jo.'-h. xxiii. 12; Ps. Ixii. 10, "'Set not your heart upon
iheni." 5 Col. ii. 14. ^ 2 Cor. vi. 7 ; Rom. vi. 13.

7 It is doublfid whctlier this camion proceded from Cyril him-
self when issuing a written copy of his Lectures, or from some
later editor. Eusebius [Ji./f. v. 20) has preserved an adjuration
by Irena;us at the end of his treatise, On the Ogdoad: I adjure
thee, who mayest transcribe this book, by Our Lord Jesus Christ,

and by His glorious advent, when He cometh to judge the quick
and the dead, to compare what thou hast written and correct it

carefully by this copy, from which thou hast transcribed it ; this

adjuration also thou shalt write in like manner, and set it in the
copy.

** Gr. TO avvokov. Plat. Leg. 654 B; Soph. 220 B.



FIRST CATECHETICAL LECTURE
OF

OUR HOLY FATHER CYRIL,

ARCHBISHOP OF JERUSALEM,

To THOSE WHO ARE TO BE ENLIGHTENED, DELIVERED EXTEMPORE AT JERUSALEM, AS

AN Introductory Lecture to those who had come forward for Baptism '

:

WrriT A READING FROM JSALVH,

Was/i you, make you dean ; put away your iniquitiesfrom your souls, from before

mine eyes, and the rest^.

bondage of the Lord, so may he be counted

worthy to inherit the kingdom of heaven.

Put off, by confession ', t/ie old man, which

waxcih corrupt after the lusts of (deceit, that ye

may //// on the ne7u man, 7vhich is renewed

according to knoivledge of Him that created

him 2. Get you the earnest of the Holy Spirit^

through faith, that ye may be able to be
received into the everlasting habitations 4.

Come for the mystical Seal, that ye may be

easily recognised by the Master ; be ye num-
bered among the holy and spiritual flock of

Christ, to be set apart on His right hand, and
inherit the life prepared for you. For they to

whom the rough garment 5 of their sins still

clings are found on the left hand, because
they came not to the grace of God which
is given through Christ at the new birth of

Baptism : new birth I mean not of bodies,

but the spiritual new birth of the soul. For
our bodies are begotten by parents who are

seen, but our souls are begotten anew through

faith: for the S/ir/t blo^vcth 7vhcre it listeth^:

and then, if thou be found worthy, thou

mayest hear, IVcll done, good and faithful

servant ?, when thou art found to have no de-

filement of hypocrisy in thy conscience.

3. For if any of those who are present

should think to tempt God's grace, he de-

ceives himself, and knows not its power.

Keep thy soul free from hypocrisy, O man,
because of Him who seairhefh hearts and

^ For as those who are going to make

1. Disciples of the New Testament and

partakers of the mysteries of Christ, as yet by

calling only, but ere long by grace also, 7nake

you a new heart and a new spirit 'i, that there

may be gladness among the inhabitants of

heaven : for if over one sinner that repcntcth

there isjoy, according to the Gospel '', how much
more shall the salvation of so many souls move
the inhabitants of heaven to gladness. As ye

have entered upon a good and most glorious

path, run with reverence the race of godliness.

For the Only-begotten Son of God is present

here most ready to redeem you, saying, Come
unto Me all that labour and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest^. Ye that are clothed with

the rough garment^ of your offences, who are

holdeii with the cords of your own sins, hear

the voice of the Prophet saying. Wash you,

make you clean, put azuay your iniquities from
before Mine eyes7 : that the choir of Angels

may chant over you, Blessed are they whose
iniquities ai'e forgiven, and 7uhose sins are

covered^. Ye who have just lighted the torches

of faith 9, guard them carefully in your hands
unqucnched ; that He, who erewhile on this

all-holy Golgotha opened Paradise to the

robber on account of his faith, may grant

to you to sing tlie bridal song.

2. If any here is a slave of sin, let him
promptly prepare himself through faith for the

new birth into freedom and adoption ; and
having put off the miserable bondage of his

sins, and taken on him the most blessed

I The title prefixed to this Lectvire is given in full. In the
fcillowing Lectures llie t'lirm will be abbreviated. See Index,
av6.yviii<7i<; and axtSiaaOiiaa.

- Is. i. 16.

3 Ezek. xviii. 31. 4 Luke xv. 7. 5 Matt. xi. 28.
6 Compare XV. 25. 7 Is. i. 16. 8 Ps. xxxii. i. Sec

Procat. 15. 9 Procat. i, note 6.

reins

'

a levy for war examine the ages and the bodies

• See Index, "Confession."
= Eph. iv. 22 ; Col. iii. 10. 3 2 Cor. i. 22. 4 Lukexvi. 9.
S Compare xv. 25. <> John iii. 8. 7 Matt. xxv. 21.
8 Ps. vii. 10.



LECTURE I.

of those who are taking service, so also the

Lord in enlisting souls examines their pur-

pose : and if any has a secret hypocrisy, He
rejects the man as unfit for His true service;

but if He finds one worthy, to him Me readily

gives His grace. He gives not holy things to

the dogs9 ; but where He discerns the good
conscience, there He gives the Seal of salva-

tion, that wondrous Seal, which devils tremble

at, and Angels recognise ; that the one may
be driven to flight, and the others may watch
around it as kindred to themselves. Those
therefore who receive this spiritual and saving

Seal, have need also of the disposition akin

to it. For as a writing-reed or a dart has

need of one to use it, so grace also has need
of believing minds.

4. Thou art receiving not a perishable but

a spiritual shield. Henceforth thou art planted

in the invisible ' Paradise. Thou receivest a

new name, which thou hadst not before. Here-
tofore thou wast a Catechumen, but now thou

wilt be called a Believer. Thou art trans-

planted henceforth among the spiritual == olive-

trees, being grafted from the wild into the

good olive-tree 3, from sins into righteousness,

from pollutions into purity. Thou art made
partaker of the Holy Vinc^. Well then, if

thou abide in the Vine, thou growest as a

fruitful branch ; but if thou abide not, thou

wilt be consumed by the fire. Let us therefore

bear fruit worthily. God forbid that in us

should be done what befell that barren fig-

tree 5, that Jesus come not even now and curse

us for our barrenness. But may all be able to

use that other saying, But I am like a fruitful

olive-tree in the house of God : I have trusted

in the mercy of God for ever^,—an olive-tree

not to be perceived by sense, but by the mind 7,

and full of light. As then it is His part to

plant and to water ^, so it is thine to bear fruit

:

it is God's to grant grace, but thine to receive

and guard it. Despise not the grace because

it is freely given, but receive and treasure it

devoutly,

5. The present is the season of confession :

confess what thou hast done in word or in

deed, by night or by day; confess in an

acceptable time, and in the day of salvation^

receive the heavenly treasure. Devote thy

time to the Exorcisms : be assiduous at the

Catechisings, and remember the things that

shall be spoken, for they are spoken not for

thine ears only, but that by faith thou mayest

9 Matt. vii. 6.

' Gr. i-o/j-di', i.e. the true Paradise, to be seen liy the mind,

not bv the eye. Apoc. xii. 7, 17. * Sec preceding note.

3 Rom. xi. 24. 4 John xv. i, 4, 5. 5 Malt. xxi. 19.

6 Ps. lii. 10. 7 votirii, see note i, above.
8 I Cor. iii. 6. When Paul plants and Apollos waters, it is God

Himself who works through His ministers. 9 2 Cor. vi. z.

seed them up in the memory. Blot out from
thy mind all earthly ' care : for thou art running
for thy soul. Thou art utterly forsaking the
things of the world : little are the things which
thou art forsaking, great what the Lord is

giving. Forsake things present, and put thy
trust in things to come. Hast thou run so
many circles of the years busied in vain about
the world, and hast thou not forty days to be
free (for prayer =), for thine own soul's sake?
Be stills, and knoxo that I am God, saith the
Scripture. P'.xcuse thyself from talking many
idle words: neither backbite, nor lend a willing

ear to backbiters ; but rather be prompt to

prayer. Shew in ascetic exercise that thy

heart is nerved . Cleanse thy vessel, that thou
mayest receive grace more abundantly. For
though remission of sins is given equally to

all, the communion of the Holy Ghost is

bestowed in proportion to each man's faith.

If thou hast laboured little, thou receivest

little ; but if thou hast wrought much, the

reward is great. Thou art running for thyself,

see to thine own interest.

6. If thou hast aught against any man,
forgive it : thou comest here to receive for-

giveness of sins, and thou also must forgive

him that hath sinned against thee. Else with

what face wilt thou say to the Lord, Forgive

me my many sins, if thou hast not thyself

forgiven thy fellow-servant even his little sins.

Attend diligently the Church assemblies s
; not

only now when diligent attendance is required

of thee by the Clergy, but also after thou hast

received the grace. For if, before thou hast

received it, the practice is good, is it not also

good after the bestowal? If before thou be
grafted in, it is a safe course to be watered

and tended, is it not far better after the

planting? Wrestle for thine own soul, espe-

cially in such days as these. Nourish thy soul

with sacred readings ; for the Lord hath pre-

pared for thee a spiritual table ; therefore say

thou also after the Psalmist, The Lord is my
shefherd, and I shall lack nothing: in a place

ofgrass, there hath He made mc rest ; He hath

fed me beside the waters of comfort, Pie hath

converted my soul^ :— that Angels also may
share your joy, and Christ Himself the great

High Priest, having accepted your resolve,

may present you all to the Father, saying,

Behold, I and the children whom God hath

given MeT. May He keep you all well-pleasing

in His sight ! To whom be the glory, and

the power unto the endless ages of eternity.

Amen.

1 Literally "human."
2 Some MSS. omit tjj Trpoj-cuxjj after o-yoAa^n?.

3 I's. xlvi. 10: axo^'i'^"'''- Compare I'roc. It. 13.

4 Compare Procat, 17 : xviii. 1. 5 See Index, <ruVttfc«.

6 Ps. xxiii. 1—3. 7 Is. viii. 18 ; Hcb. ii. ij.



LECTURE II.

On Repentanci-: and Remission of Sins, and concerning the Adversarv.

EzEKiEL xviii. 20—23.

The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the 7tnckedness of the wicked

shall be upon him. But if the wicked will turn from all his sins, o^c.

1. A FEARFUL thing is sin, and the sorest dis-

ease of the soul is transgression, secretly cut-

ting its sinews, and becoming also the cause

of eternal fire ; an evil of a man's own choos-

ing, an offspring of the will ^ For that we sin of

our own free will the Prophet says plainly in

a certain place : Yet I planted thee a fruitful

vine, wholly true : ho7u art thou turned to bit-

terness, {and become) the strange vine ^ ? The
planting was good, the fruit coming from the

will is evil; and therefore the planter is blame-

less, but the vine shall be burnt with fire
;

since it was planted for good, and bore fruit

unto evil of its own will. For God, according

to tlie Preacher, inade man upright, and they

have themselves sought out many inventions 3.

For 7cie are His workmanship, says the Apostle,

created unto good works, which God afore pre-

pared, that we should walk in them 4. So then

the Creator, being good, created for good

works ; but the creature turned of its own
free will to wickedness. Sin then is, as we
have said, a fearful evil, but not incurable

;

feaiful for him who clings to it, but easy of

cure for him who by repentance puts it from him.

For suppose that a man is holding fire in his

hand; as long as he holds fast the live coal he is

sure to be burned, but should he put away the

coal, he would havecast away the flame also with

it. If however any one thinks that he is not being

burned Avhen sinning, to him the Scripture

saith, Shall a man icrap up fire in his bosotn,

and not burn his clothes'^ I For sin burns the

sinews of the soul, [and breaks the spiritual

bones of the mind, and darkens the light of

the heart ^\

2. But some one will say. What can sin

be? Is it a living thing? Is it an angel?

' For references to Cyril's doctrine of Free will, see Index,
" Soul." - Jer. ii. I'l. 3 Ecclcs. vii. 29.

4 Eph. ii. 10. 5 Prov. vi. 27.
6 Miilc-s and the IScneJicline Editor omit these cl.mses, but the

more recent cdilions of Keischl nnA Alc.\;indiidcs insert tlu-m
on the .nuthority of tlic Munich, Jerusalem, and other good MSS.

Is it a demon? What is this which works

within us? It is not an enemy, O man, that

assails thee from without, but an evil shoot

growing up out of thyself. Look right on with

thine eyesT, and there is no lust. [Keep thine

own, and ^] seize not the things of others, and

robbery has ceased 9. Remember the Judg-

ment, and neither fornication, nor adultery,

nor murder, nor any transgression of the law

shall prevail with thee. But whenever thou

forgettest God, forthwith thou beginnest to

devise wickedness and to commit iniquity.

3. Yet thou art not the sole author of the

evil, but there is also another most wicked

prompter, the devil. He indeed suggests, but

does not get the mastery by force over those

who do not consent. Therefore saith the

Preacher, If the spirit of him that hath poiver

rise up against thee, qiiit not thy place^. Shut

thy door, and put him far from thee, and he

shall not hurt thee. But if thou indifferently

admit the thought of lust, it strikes root in

thee by its suggestions, and enthrals thy mind,

and drags thee down into a pit of evils.

But perhaps thou sayest, I am a believer,

and lust does not gain the ascendant over me,
even if I think upon it frequently. Knowest
thou not that a root breaks even a rock by
long persistence? Admit not the seed, since

it will rend thy faith asunder : tear out the

evil by the root before it blossom, lest from
being careless at the beginning thou have
afterwards to seek for axes and fire. When
thine eyes begin to be diseased, get them
cured in good time, lest thou become blind,

and then have to seek the physician.

4. The devil then is the first author of sin,

and the father of the wicked : and this is the

Lord's saying, not mine, that the devil sinneth

~
I IMV. IV. 25.

best MSS.
' Eccles. X. 4.

the devil."

8 Omitted by recent editors with the
9 Or. Kcicoijuijroi, " h.is fallen asleep."

Compare Eph. iv. 27 ; " Neither give place to



LECTURE II.

//('/// the I'C^i/itting- : none sinned before him.

I)Ut he sinned, not as having received neces-

sarily from nature the propensity to sin, since

then the cause of sin is traced back again to

Him that made him so ; but having been
created good, he has of his own free will

become a devil, and received that name from
his action. For being an Archangel 3 he was
afterwards called a devil from his slandering :

from being a good servant of God he has be-

come rightly named Satan ; for " Satan " is

interpreted f/ie adversary^. And this is not my
teaching, but that of the inspired prophet
Kzekiel : for he takes up a lamentation over

him and says, Thou 7i.<asi a seal of /ihe?iess, and
a crown of beauty ; in the Paradise of God wast
thou born 5 .• and soon after, Thou wast born

Mameless in thy days, from the day in which
thou wast created, until thine iniquities were

found in thee. Very rightly hath he said, ^i^ere

found in thee ; for they were not brought in

from without, but thou didst thyself beget the

evil. The cause also he mentions forthwith

:

Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty :

for the multitude of thy sins zvast thou wounded,
and I did cast thee to the ground. In agree-

ment with this the Lord says again in the Gos-
pels : / beheld Satan as lightning fall from
heaven ^. Thou seest the harmony of the Old
Testament with the New. He when cast out
drew many away with him. It is he that puts

lusts into them that listen to him : from him
come adultery, fornication, and every kind of

evil. Through him our forefather Adam was
cast out for disobedience, and exchanged a

Paradise bringing forth wondrous fruits of its

own accord for the gi-ound which bringeth

forth thorns.

5. What then ? some one will say. We
have been beguiled and are lost. Is there

then no salvation left ? We have fallen : Is it

not possible to rise again ? We have been
blinded : May we not recover our sight ? We
have become crippled : Can we never walk up-

right? In a word, we are dead : May we not

rise again ? He that woke Lazarus who w'as

four days dead and already stank, shall He
not, O man, much more easily raise thee who
art alive ? He who shed His precious blood
for us, shall Himself deliver us from sin. Let
us not despair of ourselves, brethren ; let us

not abandon ourselves to a hopeless condition.

2 I John iii. S
; John viii. 44.

3 On Cyril's doctrine of the Angels, see Index, "Angels."
4 I Kings V. 4, &c.
5 Ezek. xxviii. 12— 17, an obscure passage, addressed to the

Prince of Tyre, and meaning that he was "the perfect pattern"
of earthly glory, set in a condition like that of Adam in Paradise,
and, seemingly, blameless as Adam before his fall. Cyril seems
to regard the Prince of Tyre as an embodiment of Satan, because
he was deified .-is the object of national worship: v. i, " Tliuu
hast said, I am a God, I sit in the seat of God."

6 Luke X. 18.

For it is a fearful thing not to believe in a ho])c

of rei)entance. For he that looks not fi;r sal-

vation spares not to add evil to evil: but to

him that hojjcs for cure, it is henccforlh easy

to be careful over himself The robber who
looks not for pardon grows desperate ; but,

if he hopes for forgiveness, often comes to re-

pentance. What then, docs the serpent cast

its slough 7, and shall not we cast off our sin ?

Thorny ground also, if cultivated well, is

turned into fruitful ; and is salvation to us ir-

recoverable ? Nay rather, our nature admits of

salvation, but the will also is required.

6. God is loving to man, and loving in no
small measure. For say not, I have com-
mitted fornication and adultery : I have done
dreadful things, and not once only, but often :

will He forgive? Will He grant i)ardon ?

Hear what the Psalmist says : IIo'w greet

is the multitude of Thy goodness, O Lord ^ !

Thine accumulated offences surpass not the

multitude of God's mercies : thy wounds sur-

pass not the great Physician's skill. Only
give thyself up in faith : tell the Physician

thine ailment : say thou also, like David : /
said, I IVill confess me my sin unto the Lord

:

and the same shall be done in thy case, which
he says forthwith : And thou forgavest the

wickedness ofmy heart '>.

7. Wouldest thou see the loving-kindness of

God, O thou that art lately come to the

catechising ? Wouldest thou see the loving-

kindness of God, and the abundance of His
long-suffering ? Hear about Adam. Adam,
God's first-formed man, transgressed : could

He not at once have brought death upon
him ? But see what the Lord does, in His
great love towards man. He casts him out

from Paradise, for because Of sin he was
unworthy to live there ; but He puts him to

dwell over against Paradise^ : that seeing

whence he had fallen, and from what and into

wliat a state he was brought down, he might
afterwards be saved by repentance. Cain the

first-born man became his brother's murderer,

the inventor of evils, the first author of

murders, and the first envious man. Yet
after slaying his brother to what is he con-

demned ? Groaning and trembling shall thou

be upon the earth ~. How great the oft'encc, the

sentence how light

!

8. Even this then was truly loving-kindness

in God, but little as yet in comparison with

what follows. For consider what happened
in the days of Noe. The giants sinned, and

7 Literally, "its old age" (to yiipos). Compare iii. 7, and
Diet. Chr. liiogr., Macarius, p. 770 a.

8 Ps. xxxi. 20. 9 Ps. xxxii. 5.

' This is the reading of the Scptuagint instead of—" He placed
at the east of the garilen of ICden."

- (Jen. iv. 12 ;
" .V fugitive and a vag.ibond ihalt thou be upon

the earth.
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much wickedness was then spread over the

earth, and because of this the flood was to

come upon them : and in the five hundredth
year God utters His threatening ; Ijut in the

six hundredth He brought the flood upon tlie

earth. Seest tliou the breadth of God's loving-

kindness extending to a hundred years? Could
He not have done immediately what He did

then after the hundred years ? But He ex-

tended (the time) on purpose, granting a

respite for repentance. Seest thou God's
goodness ? And if the men of that time had
repented, they would not have missed the

loving-kindness of God.
9. Cou5e with me now to the other class,

those who were saved by repentance. But
perhai)s even among women some one will

say, 1 have committed fornication, and adul-

tery, I have defded my body by excesses of all

kinds : is there salvation for me? Turn thine

eyes, O woman, upon Rahab, and look thou
also for snlvation ; for if she who had been
openly and publicly a harlot was saved by
repentance, is not she who on some one
occasion before receiving grace committed
fornication to be saved by repentance and
fasting ? For inquire how she was saved : this

only she said : For your God is God in heaven
and upon eartJi 3 . Your God; for her own she
did not dare to say, because of her wanton
life. And if you wish to receive Scriptural

testimony of her having been saved, you have
it written in the Psalms : I will make mention

of RaJiab and Babylon among them that know
me''. O the greatness of God's loving-kindness,

making mention even of harlots in the Scrip-

tures : nay, not simply T will make mention of
Rahab and Babylon, but with the addition,

among them that know me. There is then in

the case both of men and of women alike

the salvation which is ushered in by repent-
ance.

ID. Nay more, if a whole people sin, this

surpasses not the loving-kindness of God.
The people made a calf, yet God ceased not
from His loving-kindness. Men denied God,
but God denied not Himself s. These be thy
gods, O Israel^, they said : yet again, as He
was wont, the God of Israel became their

Saviour. And not only the people sinned,
but also Aaron the High Priest. For it is

Moses that says: And the anger of the Lord
came upon Aaron : aftd Iprayedfor him, saith

he, and God forgave him 7. Wiiat then, did
Moses praying for a High Pri^^st that sinned

3 Josh. ii. II.

4 I's. Ixx.wii. 4. 'Rahab" is there a poetical name if F,;vpl,
and the passage has nothinjj to do with Raliab tlie liailot. '

i ho
Hencdictine Editor rightly disregards S. Jerome's suggestion, that
Kahabjs, like Egypt, a type of the Gentile Church.

" Ex. xxxii. 4.5 2 Tim. ii. 13. 7 Deut. ix. 20.

prevail with God, and shall not Jesus, His
Only-begotten, prevail with God when He
prays for us ? And if He did not hinder
Aaron, because of his offence, from entering

upon the High Priesthood, will He hinder

thee, who art come out from the Gentiles,

from entering into salvation ? Only, O man,
repent thou also in like manner, and grace is

not forbidden thee. Render thy way of life

henceforth unblameable ; for God is truly

loving unto man, nor can all time^ worthily

tell out His loving-kindness ; nay, not if all

the tongues of men unite together will they be
able even so to declare any considerable part

of His loving-kindness. For we tell some
part of what is written concerning His loving-

kindness to men, but how much He forgave

the Angels we know not : for them also He
forgives, since One alone is without sin, even
Jesus who purgeth our sins. And of them
we have said enough.

II. But if concerning us men thou wilt have
other examples also set before thee 9, come on
to the blessed David, and take him for an ex-

ample of repentance. Great as he was, he
fell : after his sleep, Avalking in the eventide

on the housetop, he cast a careless look, and
felt a human passion. His sin was completed,
but there died not with it his candour con-

cerning the confession of his fault. Nathan
the Prophet came, a swift accuser, and a
healer of the wound. The Lord is ivroih, he
says, and thou hast sinned ^ So spake the sub-

ject to the reigning king. But David the king ^

was not indignant, for he regarded not the

speaker, but God who had sent him. He was
not puffed up 3 by the array of soldiers standing

round : for he had seen in thought the angel-host

of the Lord, and he trembled as seeing LLim who
is invisible '^ ; and to the messenger, or rather

by him in answer to God who sent him, he said,

/ have sinned against the Lord 5. Seest thou the

humility of the king? Seest thou his confession?

For had he been convicted by any one ? Were
many privy to the matter ? The deed was
quickly done, and straightway the Prophet
appeared as accuser, and the offender con-
fesses the fault. And because he candidly

confessed, he received a most speedy cure.

For Nathan the Prophet who had uttered the

threat, said immediately. The Lord also hath

put aivay thy sin. Thou seest the swift re-

lenting of a merciful God. He says, however,

Thou hast greatly provoked the enemies of the

8 For "all time," the reading of the best MSS., the Benedic-
tine text has " all mankind."

9 The lienedictine has, " But if thou wilt I will set before
thee other examples also of our slat-:? Come on to the blessed
David." ' 2 S.am. .\ii.

2 Bened. "The Idng, the wearer of the purple."
3 Bencd. "Minded. '

4 Heb. xi. 27. 5 2 Sam. Ml. 13.
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Lord. Though thou hadst many enemies
because of thy righteousness, thy self-control

protected thee ; but now that thou hast surren-

dered thy strongest armour, thine enemies are

risen up, and stand ready against thee.

12. Thus then did the Prophet comfort him,

but the blessed David, for all he heard it said,

The LORD hathput aioay thy $i?i, did not cease

from repentance, king though he was, but put

on sackcloth instead of purple, and instead of

a golden throne, he sat, a king, in ashes on
the ground ; nay, not only sat in ashes, but

also had ashes for his food, even as he saith

himself, / have eaten ashes as it 7c>ere bread ^.

His lustful eye he wasted away with tears,

saying, Every night will L 'wash my couch, and
water my bed 7cith my tears i

. When his officers

besought him to eat bread he would not

listen. He prolonged his fast unto seven
whole days. If a king thus made confession,

oughtest not thou, a private person, to confess?

Again, after Absalom's insurrection, though
there were many roads for him to escape, he
chose to flee by the Mount of Olives, in

thought, as it were, invoking the Redeemer
who was to go up thence into the heavens ^.

And when Shimei cursed him bitterly, he said.

Let him alone, for he knew that " to him that

forgiveth it shall be forgiven 9."

13. Thou seest that it is good to make
confession. Thou seest that there is salva-

tion for them that repent. Solomon also fell

:

but what saith he ? A/ienvards L repented '°

Ahab, too, the King of Samaria, became a

most wicked idolater, an outrageous man, the

murderer of the Prophets ', a stranger to godli-

ness, a coveter of other men's fields and vine-

yards. Yet when by Jezebel's means he had
slain Naboth, and the Prophet Elias came and
merely threatened him, he rent his garments,
and put on sackcloth. And what saith the

merciful God to Elias ? Hast thou seen ho'd'

Ahab is pricked in the heart before Me ^ ? as if

almost He would persuade the fiery zeal of the

Prophet to condescend to the penitent. For
He saith, / 7uill Jiot bring the evil in his days.

And though after this forgiveness he was sure

not to depart from his wickedness, neverthe-

less the forgiving God forgave him, not as

being ignorant of the future, but as granting

a forgiveness corresponding to his present

6 Ps. cii. 10. 7 lb. vii. 7. ^2 Sam. xvi. 10, 11.

9 Refch. {^Agrapha, p. 137) ((uotes various fiirins of this s.iyiiig

from early writers, and regards it as a fragment of an extra-
canonical Gospel. But see Lightfoot, Clem. Kotii. c. xiii.

'o Prov. xxiv. 32, Sept. Heb. "Set my heart." The passngc
has no reference to repentance : it means, " I considered tlie

field of the slothful." Hilary, Ps. lii. ; Ambrose, Apoloi^. 1, Pro-
phcliE David, c. iii. and other Fathers affirm the repent.ince of
Solomon. Augustine (c. Fauslum. Lib. xxii. c. S8) maintains
that Scripture says nothing of bis repentance or forgiveness. See
Dante, I'aradho, Canto x. 109.

' I Kings xviii. 4. 2 lb. xxi. 29.

season of repentance. For it is the part of a
righteous judge to give sentence accortling to

each case that has occurred.

14. Again, Jeroboam was standing at the
altar sacriiking to the idols : his hand became
withered, because he commanded the Prophet
who reproved him to be seized : but having
by experience learned the power of the man
before him, he says, Entreat the face of the

Lord thy God^; and because of this saying his

hand was restored again. If the Prophet
healed Jeroboam, is Christ not able to heal

and deliver thee from thy sins ? Manasses
also was utterly wicked, who sawed Isaiah

asunder •, and was defiled with all kinds of

idolatries, and filled Jerusalem ivith innocent

blood ^ ; but having been led captive to Babylon
he used his experience of misfortune for a
healing course of repentance : for the ScriiTture

saith that Manasses humbled himself before the

Lord, andprayed, and the Lord heard him, and
brought him back to his kingdom. If He who
sawed the Prophet asunder was saved by re-

pentance, shalt not thou then, having done no
such great wickedness, be saved ?

15. Take heed lest without reason thou
mistrust the power of repentance. Wouldst
thou know what power repentance has ?

Wouldst thou know the strong weapon of

salvation, and learn what the force of confes-

sion is ? Hezekiah by means of confession

routed a hundred and fourscore and five

thousand of his enemies. A great thing verily

was thi.s, but still small in comparison with

what remains to be told : the same king by
repentance obtained the recall of a divine

sentence which had already gone forth. For
when he had fallen sick, ICsaias said to him,

Set thine house in order ; for thou shalt die, and
not live^. What expectation remained, what
hope of recovery, when the Prophet said, /<?;'

thou shalt die 1 Yet Hezekiah did not desist

from repentance ; but remembering what is

written. When thou shalt turn and lament, then

shalt thou be saved T, he turned to the wall, and
from his bed lifting his mind to heaven (for

thickness of walls is no hindrance to prayers

sent up with devotion), he said, " Remember
me, O Lord, for it is sufificient for my healing

that Thou remember me. Thou art not sub-

ject to times, but art Thyself the giver of the

law of life. For our life depends not on a

3 1 Kings xiii. 6.

4 Justin Martyr, Dialogue with Tiyp/io, % 120, charges the

Jews with having cut out a passage referring to the death of

Isaiah. Thcophylact commenting on Heb. xi. 37, says : "They
were s.awn asunder, as Isaiah l;y Manasses : and they say that he
was sawn with a wooden s.iw, that his punishment might be tlic

more jiainful to him from being prolonged." Jerome on Is. i. 10,

says that he was slain because of his calling tin Jews "princes of

Sodom and jjcople of Gomona," and because he said, " I saw the

Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up.''

5 2 Chion. xxxiii. 12, 13. Kings 7 Is. XXX. 15.
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nativity, nor on a conjunction of st;irs, as some
idly talk ; but both of life and its duration:

Thou art Thyself the Lawgiver according to

Thy Will." And he, who could not hope to

live because of the prophetic sentence, had
fifteen years added to his life, and for the sign

the sun ran backward in his course Well
then, for Ezekias' sake the sun turned back,

but for Christ the sun was eclipsed, not re-

tracing his steps, but suffering eclipse ^, and
therefore shewing the difference between them,

I mean between Ezekias and Jesus. The
former prevailed to the cancelling of God's

decree, and cannot Jesus grant remission of

sins ? Turn and bewail thyself, shut thy door,

and pray to be forgiven, pray that He may
remove from thee the burning flames. For
confession has power to quench even fire,

power to tame even lions 9.

i6. But if thou disbelieve, consider what
befel Ananias and his companions. What
streams did they pour out ' ? How many
vessels ^ of water could quench the flame that

rose up forty-nine cubits high 3 ? Nay, but

where the flame mounted up a little ^ too high,

faith was there poured out as a river, and there

spake they the spell against all ills s
: Righteous

art Thou, O Lo7-d, in all the things thai Thou
hast done to us : for we have sinned, and trans-

gressed Thy la7ii ^. And their repentance quelled

theflames?. Ifthou believest not that repentance
is able to quench the fire of hell, learn it from
what happened in regard to Ananias^. But
some keen hearer will say, Those men God
rescued justly in that case : because they

refused to commit idolatry, God gave them
that power. And since this thought has

occurred, I come next to a different example
of penitence 9.

1 7. What thinkest thou of Nabuchodonosor ?

8 Isaiah xxxviii. 8.

9 Fid'n tliis pniiit the MSS. difTer so widely that the Bene-
dicthic liditor gives two complete recensions of the whole Lecture.
The Codd. Coislin, Ottoh. 2, and Grodec, with the editions of
I'revot and Itlilles, forming as it were one family of MSS., con-
stitute the leceived text. On the other hand the older Munich
Codex, with Codd. Roe and Casaubon, exhibit a recension of
the Lecture differing from the editions. Reischl wishing to retain
tlie received text unaltered, though preferring the other in par-
ticular passages, intended to append the other recension complete,
but liaving left his work half finished, failed to do so. The chief
variations are given in the following notes.

1 Roe and Casaubon (R. C.) add :
" into the furnace of fire."

2 R. C. " What measuie." 3 Song of the Three Children,
V. 24. 4 R. C. "Much."

5 R.C. "A great stream of repentance was poured forth, wlien
they said. For Thou art riglitcous," &c.

6 Song of the Three Children, v. 4.

7 R. C. "Did then repentance quench the flames of the furnace,
and dost thoa disbelieve that it is able also to quench the fire

ofliell?"
8 The Gospel only says, "There was darkness over all the

land." An eclipse of the sun was impossible at the time of liie

Paschal full moon.
9 R. C. " That the narrative is not appropriate to those who

are here present. For it was because Ananias and his companions
refused to worship the idol, that God gave tliem that marvellous
power. Adapting myself, therefore, to such a hearer, and looking
to the profusion of instances, I come iie.\t to a different example of
repentance."

Hast thou not heard out of the Scriptures that

he was bloodthirsty, fierce ', lion-like in dis-

position ? Hast thou not heard that he

brought out the bones of the kings from their

graves into the light ^ ? Hast thou not heard 3

that he carried the people aw ay captive ?

Hast thou not heard that he put out the eyes

of the king, after he had already seen his

children slain * ? Hast thou not heard that he
brake in pieces s the Cherubim ? I do not
mean the invisible ^ beings ;— away with such a

thought, O man'",—but the sculptured images,

and the rnercy-seat, in the midst of which God
spake with His voice ^. The veil of the Sanc-

tuary 9 he trampled under foot : the altar of

incense he took and carried away to an idol-

temple '
: all the offerings he took away : the

Temple he burned from the foundations^ How
great punishments did he deserve, for slaying

kings, for setting fire to the Sanctuary, for

taking the people captive, for setting the

sacred vessels in the house of idols ? Did he
not deserve ten thousand deaths?

1 8. Thou hast seen the greatness of his evil

deeds : come now to God's loving-kindness.

He was turned into a wild beast 3, he abode in

the wilderness, he was scourged, that he might
be saved. He had claws as a lion4 ; for he was
a ravager of the Sanctuary. He had a lion's

mane : for he was a ravening and a roaring

lion. He ate grass like an ox : for a brute

beast he was, not knowing Him who had given
him the kingdom. His body was wet from the

dew ; because after seeing the fire quenched by
the dew he believed nots. Andwhat happened^?
After this, saith he, /, Nabuchodonosor, lifted tip

' R.C. " most impious, and most fierce in temper."
2 Jer. viii. i ; Baruch ii. 25. 3 " Knowest thou not . .

."

4 2 Kings XXV. 7. 5 R. C. " carried off."
6 I'OTjrd. R. C. add "and heavenly." 7 Omitted by R. C.

f R, C. "But those which had been constructed in the Temple,
which were over the mercy-seat of the Ark." Besides the two
Cherubim of solid gold which Moses placed on the two ends of the
INIercy-seat (Ex. xxxvii. 7 ff.), Solomon set "within the oracle"
two Cherubim of olive wood overlaid with gold, ten feet high,
with outstretched wings overshadowing the .'\rk(i Kings vi. 23

—

26 ; viii. 6, 7). All these were either carried off or destroyed,
when Nebuchadnezzar took away "all the treasures of the house
of the Lord," and "cut in pieces all the vessels of gold which
Solomon, King of Israel, had made in the Temple of the Lord"
(2 Kings xxiv. 13 : i Esdras i. 54 ; 2 Esdras x. 22). The Bene-
dictine editor is concerned because Cyril has paid no attention
to the strange fiction in 2 Maccabees il. 4, that Jeremy the Prophet
"commanded the Tabernacle and the Ark to go with him" to
Mount Horcb, and there hid them, with the Altar of Incense,
in a hollow cave, to remain "unknown until the time that God
gathers His people again together."

9 The Greek word rendered "Sanctuary" is ^ ayiuxrvcrj,
literally " the holiness."

' 2 Chron. xx.xvi. 7.

=! R. C. "The veil of the Sanctuary he tore down, he overturned
the altar, and took all the vessels and carried them away to an
idol temple. The Temple itself he burned."

3 R. C. Afterwards he was turned into a wild beast: "he
who was like a wild beast and most cruel in disposition ; but
he was turned into a wild beast, not that he might perish, but that
by repentance he might be saved."

4 R. C. "of birds." See Dan. iv. 33.
5 R. C. " after the midst of the furnace liad become to Anani.->.s

and his companions as the tinkling Vueath of rain, he saw and
believed not.

'

6 R. C. " lUit afterwards he came to his senses and repented,
as he says himself."
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mine eyes unto Jicavcn, and I blessed the Most
Jlig/i, and to Him that liveth for ci'er I gave
praise and glory t. Wlicn, therefore, he recog-

nised the Most High^, and sent up these words
oi'thankfidness to Ciod, and repented himself for

what he had done, and recognised his own
weakness, then (lod gave back to him the

honour of tl:e kingdom.

19. What then 9? When Nabuchodonosor,
after Iiaving done such deeds, had made con-

fession, did God give him pardon and the

kingdom, and when thou rei)entest shall He

7 Dan. iv. 34.
8 R. C. " And after ha had been scourged many years, he gave

praise to Him that liveth for ever, and acknowledged Hiiu that had
given him the kingdom, and recognised the King of kings. And
though he had often sinned in deeds, on making confession only in
word-;, he received the benefit of God's unspeakable loving-kindness.
He who was of all men most wicked, by the Divine judgment and
loving-kindness of God who chastised him, crowned himself again
with the royal diadem, and recovered his imperial throne."

9 R. C. ' If then there is present among you any from among the
Heathen who has ever spoken evil against Christians, or in times
of persecution plotted against the Holy Churches, let him take
Nabuchodonosor as an example of salvation : let him confess in

like manner, that he may also find the like forgiveness. If any
has been defiled by lust and passions, let him take up the repent-
ance of the blessed David : if any has denied like Peter, let him
die like him for the sake of the Lord Jesus. For He who to
liis tears begrudged not the Apostleship, will not refuse thee
the gospel mysteries. And for women let Rahab be a pattern
unto salvation, and for men the manifold examples mentioned
of the men of old times.

not give thee the remission of sins, and the
kingdom of heaven, if thou live a worthy life ?

The Lord is loving unto man, and swift to

pardon, but slow to punish. Let no man
therefore despair of his own salvation. Peter,

the chiefest and foremost of the Apostles,
denied the Lord thrice before a little maid

:

but he repented himself, and wei)t bitterly.

Now weeping shews the repentance of the
heart : and therefore he not only received
forgiveness for his denial, but also held his

Apostolic dignity unforfeited.

20. Having therefore, brethren, many ex-

amples of those who have sinned and repented
and been saved, do ye also heartily make con-

fession unto the Lord, that yc may both
receive the forgiveness of your former sins, and
be counted worthy of the heavenly gift, and
inherit the heavenly kingdom with all the

saints in Christ Jesus ; to Whom is the glory

for ever and ever. Amen '.

I R.C. ".'^nd be ye all of good hope, having regard to the loving-

kindness of God ; not that we may fall back into the same sins,

but that having had the benefit of redemption, and lived in a
manner worthy of His grace, wc may be able to blot out the hand-
writing that is against us liy good works ; in the power of the
Only-begotten, the .Son of God, and our Lord Jesus Christ, wiili

whom be glory to the Father, with the Holy Ghost, both now and
ever, and unto all the ages of eternity. Amen."
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On Baptism.

Romans vi. 3, 4.

Or know ye not that all we who were baptized into ChristJesus were baptized into His death?

7uere buried therefore with Him by our baptism into death, dr^e.

1. Rejoice, ye heavens, and let the earth beglad^,

for those who are to be sprhikled with hyssop,

and cleansed with the spiritual^ hyssop, the

power of Him to whom at His Passion drink

was offered on hyssop and a reed 3. And while

tlie Heavenly Powers rejoice, let the souls that

are to be united to the spiritual Bridegroom
make themselves ready. For the voice is heard

of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the

7vay of the Lord*. For this is no light matter,

no ordinary and indiscriminate union accord-

ing to the flesh 5, but the All-searching Spirit's

election according to faith. For the inter-

marriages and contracts of the world are not

made altogether with judgment : but wherever

there is wealth or beauty, there the bridegroom
speedily approves : but here it is not beauty of

person, but the soul's clear conscience ; not

the condemned Mammon, but the wealth of the

soul in godliness.

2. Listen then, O ye children of righteous-

ness, to John's exhortation when he says, Make
straight the way of the Lord. Take away all

obstacles and stumbling-blocks, that ye may
walk straight onward to eternal life. ]\Iake

ready the vessels*^ of the soul, cleansed by un-

feigned faith, for reception of the Holy Ghost.

Begin at once to wash your robes in repentance,

that when called to the bride-chamber ye may
be found clean. For the Bridegroom invites

all without distinction, because His grace is

bounteous ; and the cry of loud-voiced heralds

assembles them all : but the same Bridegroom
afterwards separates those who have come
in to the figurative marriage. O may none
of those whose names have now been en-

rolled hear the Avords, Friend, how earnest

thou in hither, not having a wedding gar-

I Ps. xxvi. II.
" 'J'lie invisible or spiritual (i'or/ro5) hys-,oi) is the cleansing

power of tlie Holy Ghost in l!.iiilism. Compare Ps. li. 7.

.3 S- Cyiil here, and still moic emphatically in .\iii. 39, clis-

tinguishc.s tlie hyssop (Joliii ,\i,\-. 2*9) trom the ieed(i\Iatt. x.wii. 48),
implying that the sponge filled with vinegar wa.s bound round
with hyssop, and then li.vcd on .T reed. Another opinion is that
the reed itself was that of hyssop. .See Dictionary of the Uible,
" Hysso])." 4 I.s. xl. 3. S traifittTior.

•J So in ? IS, the soul is regarded ns a vessel for receiving grace.

vientT 1 But may you all hear. Well done, good
and faithful servant ; thou ivast faithful over

a few things, L will set thee over many things

:

enter thou into thejoy of thy lord^.

For now meanwhile thou standest outside

the door : but God grant that you all may say,

The ICing hath brought me into LLis chamber^.

Let my soul rejoice in the Lord : for He hath
clothed me with a garment of salvation, and
a. robe of gladness : He hath croivned vie with
a garlaful as a bridegroom ', and decked me with
oi'naments as a bride : that the soul of every one
of you may be found not having spot or wrinkle

or any such thing '^; I do not mean before you
have received the grace, for how could that be ?

since it is for remission of sins that ye have
been called ; but that, when the grace is to be
given, your conscience being found uncondemned
may concur with the grace.

3. This is in truth a serious matter, brethren,

and you must approach it with good heed. Each
one of you is about to be presented to God be-

fore tens of thousands of the Angelic Hosts ;

the Holy Ghost is about to seal 3 your souls : ye
are to be enrolled in the army of the Great
King. Therefore make you ready, and equip
yourselves, by putting on I mean, not bright

apparel *, but piety of soul with a good
conscience. Regard not the Laver as simple

water, but rather regard the spiritual grace
that is given with the water. For just as

the offerings brought to the heathen altars 5,

though simple in their nature, become defiled

by the invocalion of the idols ^, so contrariwise

7 Matt. xxii. 12. 8 Matt. xxv. 12. 9 Cant. i. 4.
I Is. Ixi. 10. Compare Cant. iii. 11 : Go forth, O ye daughters

0/Zion, and behold King Solomon, ivUh the ero7vn ii'lierezcith his
mother Iiath crowned hitn iii the day of his espousals. In the
psssage of Isaiah the bridcgtoam's crown is likened to the priestly
mitre. - Eph. v. 7.

3 See Index, ".Seal." -t Index, "N\niite."
5 jSiotxots used of heathen altars only, in .Scptuagint and N.T.
<* Both here and in xi.v. 7, Cyril sjieaks of tilings offered to

idols just as S. Paul in i Cor, x. 20. The liencdiction of the water
of Laptism is found in \\\e Afostolic Constitutions, vii. 43 ;

" Look
down from he.avcn, and sanctify this water, and give it grace and
power, that so he that is to be baptized according to the command
of Thy Christ, may be cniciticd witli Him, and may die with Him,
and be buried with Him, and may rise with Him to the adoption
which is in Him, that he may be dead 10 sin and live to righteous-
ness."
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the simple water having received the invoca-
tion of the Holy Ghost, and of Christ, and of
the Father, acquires a new power of holiness.

4. For since man is of twofold nature,

soul and body, the purification also is two-
fold, the one incorporeal for the incorporeal
part, and the other bodily for the body : the
water cleanses the body, and the Spirit seals

the soul ; that we may draw near unto God,
ha7>iiig onr heart sprinkled by the Spirit, and our
body washed u'lth pure water t. When going
down, therefore, into the water, think not of the

bare element, but look for salvation by the
power of the Holy Ghost : for without both
thou canst not possibly be made perfect ^. It

is not I that say this, but the Lord Jesus
Christ, who has the power in this matter

:

for He saith. Except a man be born anexv (and
He adds the words) of water and of the Spirit,

hecannot enter into the kingdom ofGod'^. Neither
doth he that is baptized with water, but not
found worthy of the Spirit, receive the grace in

perfection ; nor if a man be virtuous in his

deeds, but receive not the seal by water, shall

he enter into the kingdom of heaven. A bold
saying, but not mine, for it is Jesus who hath
declared it : and here is the proof of the state-

ment from Holy Scripture. Cornelius was
a just man, who was honoured with a vision of

AngelS; and had set up his prayers and alms-

deeds as a good memorial ^ before God in

heaven. Peter came, and the Spirit was
poured out upon them that believed, and they

spake with other tongues, and prophesied : and
after the grace of the Spirit the Scripture saith

that Peter commanded them to be baptized 171 the

name of Jesus Christ^: in order that, the soul

having been born again by faith 3, the body
also might by the water partake of the grace.

5. ]3ut if any one wishes to know why the

grace is given by water and not by a different

element, let him take up the Divine Scriptures

and he shall learn. For water is a grand thing,

and the noblest of the four visible elements of

the world. Heaven is the dv/elling-place of

Angels, but the heavens are from the waters *

:

the earth is the place of men, but the earth is

from the waters : and before the whole six days'

formation of the things that were made, the

Spirit of God moved upon, the face of the water^.

The water was the beginning of the world,

7 Heb. X. 22.

8 See the note on " the twofold grace perfected by water and
the Spirit," at the end of this Lecture. _ 9 John iii. 3.

» o-TvjA^, Sept. A pillar of stone, bearins; an inscription, was
a common f^rm of memorial among the Israelites and other ancient

nations. See Dictionary of the liible, " Pillar."
--< Acts X. 48.

3 S. Cyril considers that Cornelius and his friends were regene-

rated, as the Apostles were, apart from Baptism; as August.
Serin. 269, «. 2, and Chrysost. in Act. Apost. Horn. 25, seem to

do. R. W. C.
4 Compare ix. 5. S Gen. i. 2.

and Jordan the beginning of the Gospel tid-

ings : for Israel deliverance from Pharaoh was
through the sea, and for the world deliverance
from sins by the washing ofwater with the -word''

of CJod. \\'lieie a covenant is made with any,
there is water also. After the flood, a cove-
nant was made with Noah : a covenant for

Israel from Mount Sinai, but with water, and
scarlet wool, and hyssopT. Elias is taken up,
but not apart from water : for first he crosses
the Jordan, then in a chariot mounts the
heaven. The high-priest is first washetl,

then ofters incense; for Aaron first washed,
then was made high-priest : for how coultl

one who had not yet been purified by water
pray for the rest ? Also as a symbol of Bap-
tism there was a laver set apart within the

Tabernacle.

6. Baptism is the end of the Old Testament,
and beginning of the New. For its author
was John, than whom was none greater among
them that are born of women. The end he was
of the Prophets : for all the Prophets and the

law tvere untilJohn ^: but of the Gospel history

he was the first-fruit. For it saith, The begin-

ning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Szc. :

John came baptizing tfi the wilderness "i. You
may mention Elias the Tishbite who was taken

up into heaven, yet he is not greater than

John : Enoch was translated, but he is not

greater than John : Moses was a very great

lawgiver, and all the Prophets were admirable,

but not greater than John. It is not I that

dare to compare Prophets with Prophets : but

their Master and ours, the Lord Jesus, declared

it : Among them that are born of tvomen there

hath not risen a greater than John ' .• He saith

not " among them that are born of virgins," but

of women ^. The comparison is between the

great servant and his fellow-servants : but the

pre-eminence and the grace of the Son is

beyond comparison with servants. Seest thou

how great a man God chose as the first

minister of this grace?—a man possessing

nothing, and a lover of the desert, yet no

hater of mankind : who ate locusts, and winged

his soul for heaven 3; feeding upon honey, and

speaking things both sweeter and more salutary

than honey: clothed with a garment of camel's

hair, and shewing in himself the pattern of

the ascetic life ; who also was sanctified by

the Holy Ghost while yet he was carried in his

mother's womb. Jeremiah was sanctified, but

s Matt. xi. 13.6 Ephes. V. 26. 7 Heb. ix. 19.

9 l\Iark i. i, 4- ' M-itt. xi. "•
2 From the Clementine Recognitions, I. S4 and 60, we learn

that there were some who asserted that John w.ts the Christ, and

not Jesus, inasmuch as Jesus Hijnself declared that John w.as

greater than all men, and all Prophets. The answer is there given,

That John was greater than all who arc born of women, yet not

greater than the Son of Man.
3 The locust being winged suggests the idea of growing wings

for the soul. Is. xl. 31 : 7rTepO'^i"j<Tou<rif wl (Itroi.
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^did not prophesy, in the womb 4; John alone

"while carried in the womb leaped for joys, and

though he saw not with the eyes of flesh, knew
his Master by the Spirit: for since the grace

of Baptism was great, it required greatness in

its founder also.

7. This man was baptizing in Jordan, and

there 7vent out tcnto him all Jerusalem ^', to enjoy

the first-fruits of baptisms : for in Jerusalem

is the prerogative of all things good. But

learn, O ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, how they

that came out were baptized by him : cojifess-

ittg their sins, it is said 7. First they shewed

their wounds, then he applied the remedies,

and to them that believed gave redemption

from eternal fire. And if thou wilt be con-

vinced of this very point, that the baptism of

John is a redemption from the threat of the

fire, hear how he says, O generation of vipers,

who hath umrued you to flee from the wrath to

come'^1 Be not then henceforth a viper, but as

thou hast been formerly a viper's brood, put

off, saith he, the slough 9 of thy former sinful

life. For every serpent creeps into a hole and

casts its old slough, and having rubbed off the

old skin, grows young again in body. In like

manner enter thou also through the strait and

narro7v gate ' : rub off thy former self by fasting,

and drive out that which is destroying thee.

Fut off the old man with his doings -, and quote

that saying in the Canticles, I have put off my
coat, hoia shall Iput it on 3 ?

But there is perhaps among you some hypo-

crite, a nian-pleaser, and one who makes a

pretence of piety, but believes not from the

heart ; having the hypocrisy of Simon Magus
;

one who has come hither not in order to

receive of the grace, but to spy out what is

given : let him also learn from John : And
no7V also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees,

Every tree therefore that bringeth not forth good

fruit is hewn doicn, and cast into the fire'>.

The Judge is inexorable; put away thine

hypocrisy.

8. ¥,'hat then must you do ? And what are

the fruits of repentance % Let hiin that hath

two coats give to him that hath none^: the

teacher was worthy of credit, since he was also

the first to practise what he taught : he was
not ashamed to speak, for conscience hindered

not his tongue : and he that hath meat, let

him do likewise. Wouldst thou enjoy the grace

of tlie Holy Spirit, yet judgest the poor not

4 Jer. i. 5. S Luke i. 44. ^ Matt. iii. 5.

7 Matt. iii. 6. >* lb. iii. 7.

9 Tlie Greek word (uTrdo-Tacris) is used by Polybius (xxxiv. 9)
for tlic deposit of silver from crushed ore, and by Hippocrates for

any sediment or deposit. Here it means, as the context clearly

shews, the old skin cast by a snake. Compare ii. S-

IMatt. vii. 13, 14. 2 Col. iii. 9.

i Cant. V. 3. In the Song, this saying is an excuse for not
rising from bed. S. Cyril applies it in a different way.

4 JVIatt. iii. 10. 5 Luke iii. 11.

worthy of bodily food ? Seekest thou the

great gifts, and irnpartest not of the small?

Though thou be a publican, or a fornicator,

have hope of salvation : the publicans atid

the harlots go into the kingdom of God before

you ^. Paul also is witness, saying. Neither

fornicators, nor adulterers, nor the rest, shall

inherit the kingdom of God. And such were

some of you : but ye were washed, but ye

were sanctifiedT. He said not, such are some of

you, but sucJi were some ofyou. Sin committed

in the state of ignorance is pardoned, but

persistent wickedness is condemned.

9. Thou hast as the glory of Baptism the

Son Himself, the Only-begotten of God. For

why should I speak any more of man ? John
was great, but what is he to the Lord ? His

was a loud-sounding voice, but what in com-
parison with the Word ? Very noble was the

herald, but what in comparison with the

King? Noble was he that baptized with

water, but what to Him that baptizeth with

the Holy Ghost and with fire ^ ? 'fhe Saviour

baptized the Apostles Avith the Holy Ghost

and with fire, when suddenly there came a sound

from heaven as of the rushing of a mighty wind,

and it filled all the house where they were

sitting. And there appeared ti?ito them cloven

tongues like as offire : and it sat upon each one

of them, and they were all filled with the Holy

Ghost 9.

10. If any man receive not Baptism, he hath

not salvation ; except only Martyrs, who even

without the water receive the kingdom. For

when the Saviour, in redeeming the world by
His Cross, was pierced in the side. He shed

forth blood and water ; that men, living in

times of peace, might be baptized in water,

and, in times of persecution, in their own
blood. For martyrdom also the Saviour is

wont to call a baptism, saying, Can ye drink

the cup which I drink, and be baptized with the

baptism that I am baptized with ' t And the

Martyrs confess, by being made a spectacle unto

the world, and to Angels, and to men ""; and thou

wilt soon confess :—but it is not yet the time

for thee to hear of this.

11. Jesus sanctified Baptism by being Him-
self baptized. If the Son of God was baptized,

what godly man is he that despiseth Baptism ?

But He was baptized not that Fle might

receive remission of sins, for He was sinless;

but being sinless. He was baptized, that He
might give to them that are baptized a divine

and excellent grace. For since the children are

partakers offiesh and blood. He also Himself

like^vise partook of the same 3, that having been

(> Matt. xxi. 31.

9 Acts ii. 2

7 I Cor. vi. 9, 10.
I Mark .\. 38.

3 Heb. ii. 14.

s Matt. iii. 11.

2 I Cor. iv. 9.
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made partakers of His presence in the flesh,

we might be made partakers also of His Divine

grace : thus Jesus was baptized, that thereby

we again by our particii)ation might receive

both salvation and honour. According to

Job, there was in the waters the dragon that

draweth up Jordan into his mouth . Since,

therefore, it was necessary to break the heads of
the dragon in pieces 5, He went down and bound
the strong one in the waters, that we might

receive power to tread upon serpents and
scorpions ^. The beast was great and terrible.

No fishing-vessel was able to carry one scale of
his tail 7 .• destruction ran before him ^, ravaging

all that met him. The Life encountered him,

that the mouth of Death might henceforth be
stopped, and all we that are saved might say, O
death, ichere is thy sting 1 O grave, where is thy

victory^ ? The sting of death is drawn by
Baptism.

12. For thou goest down into the water,

bearing thy sins, but the invocation of grace %
having sealed thy soul, suftereth thee not after-

wards to be swallowed up by the terrible

dragon. Having gone down dead in sins, thou

comest up quickened in rigliteousness. For if

thou hast been united with the likeness of the

Saviour's death ^ thou shalt also be deemed
worthy of His Resurrection. For as Jesus

took upon Him the sins of the world, and died,

that by putting sin to death He might rise

again in righteousness ; so thou by going

down into the water, and being in a manner
buried in the waters, as He was in the rock,

art raised again tvalking in newness of life ^.

13. Moreover, when thou hast been deemed
worthy of the grace. He then giveth thee

strength to wrestle against the adverse powers.

For as after His Baptism He was tempted forty

days (not that He was unable to gain the

victory before, but because He wished to do

all things in due order and succession), so

thou likewise, though not daring before thy

baptism to wrestle with the adversaries, yet

after thou hast received the grace and art

henceforth confident in the arjnour of righteous-

ness*, must then do battle, and preach the

Gospel, if thou wilt.

14. Jesus Christ was the Son of God, yet

He preached not the Gospel before His Bap-

tism. If the Master Himself followed the right

lime in due order, ought we, His servants, to

4 Job .\1. 23. S Ps. Ixxiv. 14. <5 I'Uke x. 19.

7 Job xl. 26, in the Sept. in place of xli. 7: Canst thou fill his

skin with barbed irons, or his head with fish spears? (A.V. and

U.V.)
8 Job xli. 13, Sept. but in R.V. xli. 22 : And terror danceth

before \r.m. 9 i Cor. xv. 55.

« Compare III. 3, and see Index, " Baptism." » Rom. vi. 5.

3 Rom. vi. 4. Instead of " might rise again " (Roc, Casaiil).

Mnn.), the older Editions have " might raise thee up," which

is less appropriate in this part of the sentence.

4 2 Cor. vi. 7.

VOL. vir.

venture out of order? From that time Jesus
began to preach 5, when the Holy Spirit had de-

scended upon Him in a bodily shape, like a dove'^

;

not that Jesus might see Him first, for He
knew Him even before He came in a bodily

shape, but that John, who was bapli/.ing Him,
might behold Him. For /, saith he, kneio

Him ?iot : but He that sent me to baptize loith

7vate', , He said unto me. Upon whomsoever thou

shalt see the Spirit descending and abiding on

Him, that is HeT. If thou too hast unfeigned

piety, the Holy Ghost comcth down on thee

also, and a Father's voice sounds over thee

from on high—not, " This is My Son,'' but,

" This has now been made My son ;
" for the

"«" belongs to Him alone, because In the

beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word 7vas God^. To Him
belongs the " is," since He is always the Son
of God : but to thee " has now been made :"

since thou hast not the son.ship by nature, but

receivest it by adoption. He eternally *'/V/"

but thou receivest the grace by advancement.

15, Make ready then the vessel of thy soul,

that thou mayest become a son of God, and
an heir of God, and Joint-heir with Christ 9; if,

indeed, thou art preparing thyself that thou

mayest receive; if thou art drawing nigh in

faith that thou mayest be made faithful ; if of

set purpose thou art putting off the old man.

For all things whatsoever thou hast done shall

be forgiven thee, whether it be fornication, or

adultery, or any other such form of licentious-

ness. What can be a greater sin than to

crucify Christ ? Yet even of this Baptism can

purify. For so spake Peter to the three thou-

sand who came to him, to those who had

crucified the Lord, when they asked him, say-

ing. Men and brethren, what shall we do ' ?

For the wound is great. Thou hast made us

think of our fall, O Peter, by spying, Ye killed

the Prince of Life 2. Wiiat salve is there for so

great a wound ? What cleansing for such

foulness ? What is the salvation for such per-

dition ? Repent, saith he, and be baptized every

one ofyou in the ?iame ofJesus Christ our Lord,

for the remission of sins, andye shall receive the

gift of the Holy Ghosts. O unspeakable

\oving-kindness of God ! They have no hope

of being saved, and yet they are thought worthy

of the Holy Ghost. Thou sccst the power of

Baptism ! If any of you has crucified the

Christ by blasphemous words ; if any of you

in ignorance has denied Him before men ;
if

any by wicked works has caused the doctrine

to be blasphemed ; let him repent and be of

ood hope, for the same grace is present even

now.

8 lb. i. r.
S Matt. iv. 17. 6 Luke iii. 22. ^ John i. 33.

9 Rom. viii. 17. ' Acts ii. 37. ^ lb. ui. 15. 3 lb. 11. 58.
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1 6. Be of good coi/rage, O Jerusalem ; the

Zo'-d will take away all thine inignities '^. The
Lord will wash away the filth of His sons and
of His daughters by the Spirit ofjudgment, and
by the Spirit of burning s. He will sprinkle clean

scaler upon you, andye shall be cleansedfrom all

your sin ^\ Angels shall dance around you, and
say, Who is this that conicth up in white array,

leaning upon her bclovedT t Vox the soul that

was formerly a slave has now adopted her

Master Himself as her kinsman : and He ac-

cepting the unfeigned purpose will answer

:

Behold, thou art fair, my love ; behold, thou art

fair : thy teeth are like flocks of sheep netu shorn,

(because of the confession of a good con-

science : and further) which have all of them
twins ^ ; because of the twofold grace, I mean

4 Zcph. iii. 14, 15. 5 Is. iv. 4. 6 Ezek. xxxvi. 23.
7 Cnnt. viii. 5, Gr. aSe\<\>iS6v, "brother," "kinsman."
^ 11). iv. I, 2.

that which is perfected of water and of the

Spirit 5, or that which is announced by the Old
and by the New Testament. And God grant

that all of you when you have finished the

course of the fast, may remember what I say,

and bringing fcrtli fruit in good works, may
stand blameless beside the Spiritual Bride-

groom, and obtain the remission of your sins

from God ; to whom with the Son and Holy
Spirit be the glory for ever. Amen.

9 The Fat}iers sometimes speak as if Baptism was primarily the
Sacrament of remission of sins, and iifoii that came the gift of the
Spirit, which notwithstanding was but begun in B.iptism and com-
pleted in Confirmation. Vid. TertuUian. dc Vajd. 7, 8, supr. i. 5
fin. Hence, as in the text, Baptism may be said to be made up of
hvo gifts, Water, which is Christ's blood, and the .Spirit. There is

no real difference between this and the ordinary way of speaking
on the subject ;—Water, which conveys both gifts, is considered as
a type of one especially,

—

conveys both remission of sins through
Christ's blood and the grace of the Spirit, but is the type of one,
viz. the blood of Christ, as the Oil in Confirmation is of the other.
And again, remission of sins is a complete gift given at once, sanc-
tification an increasing one. (R. W. C) See Index, " Baptism."



LECTURE IV.

On the Ten ' points of Doctrine.

COLOSSIANS ii. 8.

Beware lest any man spoilyou through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of
men, after the rudimaits of the 7C'orld, &^c.

I. Vice mimics virtue, and the tares strive
j

God accept the works which are not perfected
to be tliought wheat, growing like the wheat

j

with pious doctrines. For what profit is it,

in appearance, but being detected by good
judges from tlie taste. The devil also trans-

figures himself into an angel of light -
; not that

he may reascend to where he was, for having
made his heart hard as an anvil i, he has
henceforth a will that cannot repent; but in

order that he may envelope those who are

living an Angelic life in a mist of blindness,

and a pestilent condition of unbelief. Many
wolves are going about in sheefs' clothing 4,

their clothing being that of sheep, not so their

claws and teeth : but clad in their soft skin,

and deceiving the innocent by their appear-

ance, they shed upon them from their fangs

the destructive poison of ungodliness. We
have need therefore of divine grace, and of a
sober mind, and of eyes that see, lest from eat-

ing tares as wheat we suffer harm from ignor-

ance, and lest from taking the wolf to be
a sheep we become his prey, and from suppos-

ing the destroying Devil to be a beneficent

Angel we be devoured : for, as the Scripture

saith, he goeth about as a roaring lion, seeking

whom he may devour^. This is the cause of

the Church's admonitions, the cause of the

present instructions, and of the lessons which
are read.

2. For the method of godliness consists of

these two things, pious doctrines, and virtuous

practice : and neither are the doctrines accept-

able to God apart from good works, nor does

• The number "ten" is confirmed by Theodoret, who quotes
the article on Christ's " Birth of the Virgin" as from Cyril's fourth

Catechetical Lecture " On the ten Doctrines." The MSS. v.iry

between "ten" and "eleven," and differ also in the special titles

and numeration of the separate Articles.

2 2 Cor. xi. 14.

3 Job xli. 24, Sept. ; xli. 15 : y\ xapSla avTOv . . ((rrriKev latTTrep

axp-uiu avri\aTo^. These statements concerning the Devil seem to

be directed against Origcn's opinion {Ve Principiis I. 2), that the

Angels " who have been removed from their primal state of blessed-

ness have not been removed irrecoverably." The question is

discussed, and the opinions of several Fathers quoted, by Huet,
Origeniana, II. c. 25

4 Matt. vii. 15.

Ignatius, Philadelph
5 I Pet. V "

to know well the doctrines concerning God,
and yet to be a vile fornicator? And again,
what profit is it, to be nobly temperate, and
an impious blasphemer? A most precious
possession therefore is the knowledge of doc-
trines : also there is need of a wakeful soul,

since there are many that make spoil through
philosophy and vain deceit^. The Greeks on
the one hand draw men away by their smooth
tongue, for honey droppethfrom a harlot's lips ^ :

whereas they of the Circumcision deceive those
who come to them by means of the Divine
Scriptures, which they miserably misinterpret
though studying them from childhood to oldage^,
and growing old in ignorance. But the chil-

dren of heretics, by their good words and
smooth tongue, deceive the hearts of the innocent 9,

disguising with the name of Christ as it were
with honey the poisoned arrows '° of their im-
pious doctrines : concerning all of whom to-

gether the Lord saith. Take heed lest any
man mislead you ^ This is the reason for the
teaching of the Creed and for expositions

upon it.

3. But before delivering you over to the

Creed ^, I think it is well to make use at present

of a short summary of necessary doctrines

;

that the multitude of things to be spoken, and
the long interval of the days of all this holy

Lent, may not cause forgetfulness in the mind
of the more simple among you ; but that,

having strewn some seeds now in a summary
way, we may not forget the same when after-

wards more widely tilled. But let those here

present whose habit of mind is mature, and

6 Col. ii. 8. 7 Prov. v. 3.

8 Is. xlvi. 3. Sept. TraiSeudjiei'Ot e/c iraiSiou twt yijpw?.

9 Rom. xvi. 17. Cyril has fuyAurriaj in place of euAoyc'o?.

»o Compare I;,'natius, TraU. vi. ' Matt. xxiv. 4.

2 Compare Rom. vi. 17: '' that form 0/ teaching whereunla

The same text is applied to Heretics hy ' ye were delivered." The instruction of Catechumens in llicArli-

. ii., and by Irenjcus, L. I. c. i. § 2.
j
cles of the Faith was commonly called the " Traditio Symboli,

or " Delivery of the Creed."

C 2
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who have t/ich- senses already exercised to discern

good and evil'^, endure patiently to listen to

things fitted rather for children, and to an in-

troductory course, as it were, of milk : that at

the same time both those who have need of the

instruction may be benefited, and those who
have the knowledge may rekindle the remem-
brance of things which they already know.

I. Of God.

4. First then let there be laid as a founda-

tion in your soul the doctrine concerning God;
that God is One, alone unbegotten, without be-

ginning, change, or variation*; neither begotten

of another, nor having another to succeed Him
in His life ; who neither began to live in time,

nor endeth ever : and that He is both good and
just ; that if ever thou hear a heretic say, that

there is one God who is just, and another who
is good 5, thou mayest immediately remember,
and discern the poisoned arrow of heresy. For

some have impiously dared to divide the One
(rod in their teaching : and some have said

that one is the Creator and Lord of the soul,

and another of the body^ : a doctrine at once

absurd and impious. For how can a man
become the one servant of two masters, when
our Lord says in the Gospels, No man can

serve two masters'' "i There is then One Only
God, the Maker both of souls and bodies :

One the Creator of heaven and earth, the

Maker of Angels and Archangels ; of many
the Creator, but of One only the Father before

all ages,—of One only. His Only-begotten

Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom He
made all things visible and invisible ^.

5. This Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is

not circumscribed in any place 9, nor is He less

than the heaven ; but the heavens are the works

of His fingers ^°, and the whole earth is held in

His grasp " .• He is in all things and around all.

Think not that the sun is brighter than He ', or

3 Heb. V. It-

4 Compare Heimas, Mandai. i. Athan. EJast. de Decrctis
Nic. Syti. xxii. : ovto> kox to arpeTrToi' koX ai'aAAotwTOi' avTOv
eTi'ai o-wdqcreTaL. So Aristotle (^Meiaphys. XI. c. iv. 13) de-

scribes the First Cause as aTraSes koX avaWoiuiTov.
5 Irenaeus, I. c. xxvii. says tbat Cerdo taught that the God

of the Law and the Prophets was not the Fatlier of our Lord
Jesus Christ : for that He is known, but the other unknown, and
the one is just, but the other good. Also IlL c. 25, § 3 :

" Marcion
himself, therefore, by dividing Ciod into two, and calling the one
good, and the other judicial, on both sides puts an end to Deity."
Compare TertuUian, c. Marcion. 1. 2, and 6 ; Origen, c. Cels.

iv. 54.
° This tenet was held by the Manichaeans and other heretics,

and is traced back to the Apostolic age by Kisliop Pearson {Ex-
position of tlie Creed, Art. i. p. 79, note c). Compare Athanasius
\c. Apollinariinii, \. 21 ; IL 8 ; c. Gentes, % 6 ; de Incarnntione,
§ 2, in this series, and Augustine (c. Faustuiit, .\x. 15, 21, and
xxi. 4).

7 Matt. vi. 24 ; Luke xvi. 13. ° John i. 3 ; Col. i. 16.

9 .S. Aug. inPs. Ixxv. 6 : Si in aliquo loco esset, non esset Deus.
Seriito 342: Deus habitando conlinet non continctur. Origen,
c. Cels. vii. 34 : "God is of too excellent a nature for any place :

He holds all things in His power, and is Himself not confmcd by
anything whatever." Compare the quotation from Sir Laac New-
ton's Principia, in the note on Cat. vi. 8. "^ Ps. viii. 3.

" Is. xl. 12. ' Sec Cat. xv. 3, and note there.

equal to Him : for He Vvho at first formed the

sun must needs be incomparably greater and
brighter. He foreknoweth the things that shall

be, and is mightier than all, knowing all things

and doing as He will ; not being subject to any
necessary sequence of events, nor to nativity,

nor chance, nor fate ; in all things perfect, and
equally possessing everyabsolute form^ of virtue,

neither dimini.shing nor increasing, but in mode
and conditions ever the same; who hath

prepared punishment for sinners, and a crown
for tlie righteous.

6. Seeing then that many have gone astray

in divers ways from the One God, some having

deified the sun, that when the sun sets they

may abide in the night season without God

;

others the moon, to have no God by day 3

;

others the other parts of the world "•
; others the

artsS; others their various kinds of food^; others

their pleasures? ; while some, mad after women,
have set up on high an image of a naked wo-
man, and called it Aphrodite ^, and worshipped
their own lust in a visible form; and others daz-

zled by the brightness of gold have deified it 9 and
the other kinds of matter;—whereas if one lay as

a first foundation in his heart the doctrine of the

unity'° of God, and trust to Him, he roots out

at once the whole crop ^ of the evils of idolatrj',

and of the error of the heretics : lay thou, there-

fore, this first doctrine of religion as a founda-

tion in thy soul by faith.

Of Christ.

7. Believe also in the Son of God, One and
Only, our Lord Jesus Christ, Who was be-

2 JfieW. Cyril uses the word in the Platonic sense, as in the
next sentence he adopts the formula, which Plato commonly uses
in describing the "idea: " ael Ka.Ta. rd oura icat uxrai/Tws fx*"'-
Phaed. 78 c.

3 Job xxxi. 26, 27. The worship of Sun and Moon under
various names was almost universal.

4 Gaea or Tellus, the earth ; Zeus or Jupiter, the sky ; rivers,

fountains, &c.
5 Music, Medicine, Hunting, War, Agriculture, Metallurgy,

iSrc. , represented ly Apollo, Aesculapius, Diana, Mars, Ceres,
Vulcan.

6 Herodotus, Book II., describes the Egyptian worship of
various birds, fishes, and quadrupeds. Leeks and onions also
were held sacred : Porrum et caepe nefas violare, Juv. Sat. xv. 9.

Compare Clement of Alexandria, Protrept. c. ii. § 39, Klotz.

7 Eros, Dionysus.
8 Clement of Alexandria {Profrept. c. iv. § 53, Klotz) states

that the courtesan Phryne was taken as a model for Aphrodite.
" Praxiteles when fashioning the statue of Aphrodite of Cnidus
made it like the form of Cratine his paramour." Hid.

9 Plutus.
10 Tvjs fiovapx^a-i Toi) 9eov. See note on the title of Cat. VI.

Praxeas made use of the term " Monarchy " to exclude the Son
(and the Spirit) from the Godhead. TertuUian in liis treatise

against Praxeas m.nintains the true doctrine that the Son is no
obstacle to the " IVIonarchy," because He is of the substance of
the Father, does nothing without the Father's will, and has re-

ceived all power from the Father, to Whom He will in the end
deliver up the kingdom. In this sense Dionysius, Bishop of Rome,
speaks of the Divine Monarchy as "that most sacred doctrine of
tlie Church of God." Compare .\thanas. de Dccretis, Xic. Syn.
c. vi. § 3, and Dr. Newman's note. In Orat. iv. c. Arian. p. 606

(617), Athanasius derives the term from dpx^i in the sense of
"beginning;" oi/rws iJ-i-a- a.pxi\ ^cottjtos kcu ov Svo dpyot, oOcv
KUpicos Kal fjiovapxia- ((rrii'. See the full di>cussion of Alonar-
chianism in Atiianasiiis, p. xxiii. ff. in this series, and Newman's
Introduction loAt/uiii. Or. iv.

I For </>opdc (Bened.) many MSS. read <^0opai', "corruption."
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gotten God of God, begotten Life of Life, be-

gotten Light of Light '', Who is in all things like 3

to Him that begat, Who received not His be-

ing in time, but was before all ages eternally

and incomprehensibly begotten of the Father

:

The ^^"isdom and the Power of God, and His
Righteousness personally subsisting •

: Who sit-

teth on the right hand of the Father before all

ages.

For the throne at God's right hand He re-

ceived not, as some have thought, because of
His patient endurance, being crowned as it

were bv God after His Passion ; but throucrh-

out His being,—a being by eternal genera-
tion 5,—He holds His royal dignity, and shares
the Father's seat, being God and ^^'isdom and
Power, as hath been said ; reigning together
with the Father, and creating all things for the
Father, yet lacking nothing in the dignity of
Godhead, and knowing Him that hath be-

gotten Him, even as He is known of Him
that hath begotten ; and to speak briefly, re-

member thou what is written in the Gospels,
that 7ionc kno7veth the Son but the Father, neither

knoiveth any the Father save the Son ^.

8, Further, do tliou neither separate ^ the

Son from the Father, nor by making a con-

fusion believe in a Son-Fatherhood ^
; but

believe that of One God there is One Only-
begotten Son, who is before all ages God the

NVord ; not the uttered 9 word diffused into the

air, nor to be likened to impersonal words '

;

but the Word the Son, Maker of all who partake

- Compare xi. 4. 9, 18.

3 Tbi/ oiioiov Kara. wdi'Ta Tip yeivri<TavTi. On the meaning and
history of this phrase, proposed by the Semi-Arians at the Council
of Ariminum as a substitute for oixoovaiov, see Athan. de Syn. § 8,

sgg.
4 f^T/n-oCT'-aTO?. Cf. XI. 10; Athan. c. A/ol/niar. I. 20, 21.

5 The MS.S. vary much, but 1 have followed the Benedictine
text. ^ Matt. xi. 27; John x. 15 ; xvii. 25.

7 This v.as a point earnestly maintained by the orthodox Bi-

shops at Nic.'ea, that the Son begotten of the substance of the
Father is ever inseparably in the Father. Athan. dc Decretis
Syn. c. 20; TertuUian c. Marc. IV. c. 6. Cf. Ignat. ad Trail, vi.

(Long Recension): rbv /xti' vip Xpicrrbi' aAAoTpiouCTt toO UaTpos.
8 vtOTroTopi'a. A term of derision applied to the doctrine of

Sabellius. Compare .\tl an -s. Exposiiio Fidel, c. 2: ''neither

do we imagine a Son-Fatner, as the Sabellians." See Index,
Ytoirorwp.

9 A070? 7rpo<f)OptK6s, the term used by Paul of Samosata, implied
that the Word was impersonal, being conceived as a particular

activity of God. See Dorner, Pcr-scii 0/ Christ, Div. I. vol. ii,

p. 436 (English Tr.): and compare Athanasius, E.x/>ositto Fidel,

C. I ; vVov e<c ToO IIoTpbs acapxws KOt aiiiws iiyiVfr\ii.ivov, Xor^ov

6e o« irpo<f>opiK6i', ovK (vSidOeroi'. Cardinal Newman {At/iati.

c. Arlancs, I. 7, note) observes that some (iuislian writers of the

2nd century " neem to speak of the Divine generation as taking
place immediately before the creation o( the world, that is, as

if not eternal, though at the same time they teach that our Lord
existed before that generation. In other words they seem to teach
that He was the Word from elcrnily, and became the Son at the

beginning of all things; some of them expressly considering Him,
first as the Aoyos ei/fiiaOeros, or Reason, in the Father, or (as may
be speciously represented) a mere attriliute ; next, as the Adyos
7rpo<J)opt(tds, or \\'ord."

The terms Xoyos dfSiaflcTos, or 'word conceived in the mind,'

and Adyo9 Trpoi/jopiico?, or ' word exjircssed ' (evilsiuiii, or J>rola-

tivniii), were in use among the Gnostics (Ireit. II. c. 12, § 5).

As applied to the Son both terms, though sometimes used in

a right sense, were condemned as inadequate. Compare xi. lo.

• a»a);ro(rTaTOis Advois. Alhan. c. Arianos Oral. iv. c. 8:
TraAii/ oi Ae'yoi'T£5 p-nvov 6vop.a. eii/at vtoO, a.vo\><ji.cv Si Ka'i avv-6-
aTarof ilt^ai Toc vtbt' rov 0coj, *:.r.A.

of reason, the \\'ord who heareth the Father,
and Himself speaketh. And on these points,

should God permit, we will speak more at

large in due season ; for we do not forget our
present purpose to give a summary intro-

duction to the Faith.

Concerning His Birth of the Virgin.

9. Believe then that this Only-begotten Son
of God for our sins came down from heaven
upon earth, and took upon Him this human
nature of like passions ^ with us, and was be-

gotten of the Holy Virgin and of the Holy
Ghost, and was made Man, not in seeming
and mere show 3, but in truth ; nor yet by pas-

sing through the Virgin as through a channel ••

;

but was of her made truly flesh, [and truly

nourished with milk 5], and did truly eat as

we do, and truly drink as we do. For if the

Incarnation was a phantom, salvation is a
phantom also. The Christ was of two natures,

Man in what was seen, but God in what was
not seen ; as Man truly eating like us, for He
had the hke feeling of the flesh with us ; but

as God feeding the five thousand from five

loaves ; as Man truly dying, but as God
raising him that had been dead four days

;

truly sleeping in the ship as Man, and walking
upon the waters as God.

Of the Cross.

10. He was truly crucified for our sins.

B"or if thou wouldest deny it, the place refutes

thee visibly, this blessed Golgotha'', in which
we are now assembled for the sake of Him
who was here crucified ; and the whole world
has since been filled with pieces of the wood of

the Cross 7. But He was crucified not for sins

of His own, but that we might be delivered

from our sins. And though as Man He was

at that time despised of men, and was buffeted,

yet He was acknowledged by the Creation as

God : for when the sun saw his Lord dis-

honoured, he grew dim and trembled, not

enduring the sight.

- ofxoioiTa6rj. Compare Acts xiv. 15 ; Jas. v. 17.

3 On the origin of tlie Docelic heiesy, see vi. 14.

•* Valentinus the Gnostic taught that God produced a Son of

an animal nature who "passed through iMary just as water through

a tube, and that on him the Saviour descended at his Baptism."

Ircna;us, I. vii. 2. ....
5 The words which the Benedictine Editor introduces in

brackets are found in Theodoret, and adopted by recent Editors,

with Codd. .M.A.
6 Eusebius, Ll/e ofConstantine, iii. 28.

7 The discovery of the "True Cross" is rebated with many
marvellous particulars by Socrates, Ecctcs. Hist. i. 17 ;

and Sozo-

i,:ci), E.ll. ii. I. A portion was said to have been left by Helena

,.t Jerusalem, enck'sed in a silver case ; and another portion sent

o Constantinoijle, where Constantine privately enclosed it in hi»

. wn statue, to be a safeguard to the city. Kusebius, /./A- of

t\'listantinc, iii. 25—30, gives a long account of the discovery

of the Holy Sepulchre, but makes no mention ->f the t ross. CyriJ

sr-oms to have been the first to record it, 25 years .Tftcr. Cf. Greg.

Nyss. Bapt. CltrlstH\>. 519).
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Of His Burial.

11. He was truly laid as Man in a tomb
of rock ; but rocks were rent asunder l^y terror

because of Him. He went down into the

regions beneath the earth, that thence also

He might redeem the righteous^. For, tell

me, couldst thou wish the living only to

enjoy His grace, and that, though most of

them are unholy ; and not wish those who
from Adam had for a long while been im-

prisoned to have now gained their liberty?

Esaias the Prophet proclaimed with loud

voice so many things concerning Hmi
;

wouldst thou not wish that the King should

go down and redeem His herald? David was
there, ami Samuel, and all the Prophets ?, John
himself also, who by his messengers said, Arf
iJioii He that should come, or look we for
another '^°? Wouldst thou not wish that He
should descend and redeem such as these 1

Of the Resurrection.

12. But He who descended into the regions

beneath the earth came up again ; and Jesus,

who was buried, truly rose again the third

day. And if the Jews ever worry thee, meet
them at once by asking thus : Did Jonah
come forth from the whale on the third

day, and hath not Christ then risen from the

earth on the third day ? Is a dead man raised

to life on touching the bones of Elisha, and is

it not much easier for the Maker of man-
kind to be raised by the power of the Father?

Well then. He truly rose, and after He had
risen was seen again of the disciples : and
twelve disciples were witnesses of His Resur-

rection, who bare witness not in pleasing words,

but contended even unto torture and death

for the truth of the Resurrection. What then,

shall every word be established at the inoiith of
two or three tvitiiesses'^, according to the Scrip-

ture, and, though twelve bear witness to the

Resurrection of Christ, art thou still incredu-

lous in regard to His Resurrection ?

Concerning the Ascension.

13. But when Jesus had finished His course

of patient endurance, and had redeemed man-
kind from their sins. He ascended again into

the heavens, a cloud receiving Him up : and
as He went up Angels were beside Him, and
Apostles were beholding. But if any man
disbelieves the words which I speak, let him
believe the actual power of the things now
seen. All kings when they die have their

8 Coiiipaie xiv. i8, 19, on tlie Descent into Hades.
9 The same Old Ti.slaincnt saints are named in xiv. 19,

redeemed by Christ in Hades. la Matt. xi. 3.
Deut. xix. 15.

power extinguished with their life : but Christ

crucified is worshipped by the whole world.

We proclaim The Crucified, and the devils

tremble now. Many have been crucified at

various times ; but of what other who was

crucified did the invocation ever drive the

devils away ?

14. Let us, therefore, not be ashamed of

the Cross of Christ ; but though another hide

it, do thou openly seal it upon thy forehead,

that the devils may behold the royal sign and
flee trembling far away^. Make then this sign

at eating and drinking, at sitting, at lying

down, at rising up, at speaking, at walking :

in a word, at every acts. For He who was

here crucified is in heaven above. If after

being crucified and buried He had remained

in the tomb, we should have had cause to be

ashamed ; but, in fact, He who was crucified

on Golgotha here, has ascended into heaven

from the Mount of Olives on the East. For

after having gone down hence into Hades, and

come up again to us, He ascended again from

us into heaven. His Father addressing Him,
and saying. Sit Thou on My right ha7id, until

I make Thine enemies Thy footstool^.
'

Of Judgment to come.

15. This Jesus Christ who is gone up shall

come again, not from earth but from heaven :

and I say, "not from earth," because there

are many Antichrists to come at this time

from earth. For already, as thou hast seen,

many have begun to say, Iam the Christ^ : and
the abomination of desolation^ is yet to come,
assuming to himself the false title of Christ.

But look thou for the true Christ, the Only-

begotten Son of God, coming henceforth no
more from earth, but from heaven, appearing to

all more bright than any lightning and bril-

liancy of light, with angel guards attended,

that He may judge both quick and dead,

and reign in a heavenlj', eternal kingdom,
which shall have no end. For on this point

also, I pray thee, make thyself sure, since there

are many who say that Christ's Kingdom
hath an end 7.

'-^ Jnstin M. Dialogue with Trypho, ii^-j C : Wc call Him
Helper and Redeemer, the power of whose Name even demons
do fear ; and at this day, when exorcised in the name of Jesus
Christ, crucified under Pontius Pilate, Governor of Judaea, they
are overcome.

3 TertuUian, de CoronA, 3 : At every forward step and move-
ment, at every going in and out, when we put on our clothes and
shoes, when we bathe, when we sit at table, when we liciht the
lamps, on couch, on seat, in all the ordinary- actions of daily life,

we trace upon the forehead the Sign. If for these, and other such
rules, yovi insist upon havim; positive Scriiiturc injunction, you
will find none. Tradition will be held forih to you as the ori-

ginator of them, custom as their strengthcner, and faith as their

observer.
4 Ps. ex. I. S Matt. xxiv. 5.

6 Matt. xxiv. 15. Compare Cat. xv. 9, 15.

7 Compare xv. 27, where the followers of Marcellus of Ancyra
arc indic.itcd as iicl.Ung this opinion.
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Of the Holy Ghost.

1 6. Believe thou also in the Holy Ghost,

and hold the same opinion concerning Him,
which thou hast received to hold concerning the

Father and the Son, and follow not those who
teach blasphemous things of Him ^. But learn

thou that this Holy Spirit is One, indivisible,

of manifold power ; having many operations,

yet not Himself divided ; Who knoweth the

mysteries, \Vho scanhcth all things, even the deep

things of God'^ : Who descended upon the Lord
Jesus Christ in form of a dove ; Who wrought
in the Law and in the Prophets ; Who now
also at the season of Baptism sealeth thy soul

;

of \\"hose holiness also every intellectual

nature hath need: against Whom if any dare

to blaspheme, he hath no forgiveness, neither in

this ivorld, nor in that which is to C07ne^ : " Who
with the Lather and the Son together ^

" is

honoured with the glory of the Godhead : of

^V'hom also thrones, and dominions, princi-

palities, and pozvers have need 3. For there is

One God, the Father of Christ; and One
Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son of

the Only God; and One Holy Ghost, the

sanctifier and deifier of all •*, Who spake in the

Law and in the Prophets, in the Old and in

the New Testament.

17. Have thou ever in thy mind this seals,

which for the present has been lightly touched
in my discourse, by way of summary, but shall

be stated, should the Lord permit, to the best

of my power with the proof from the Scriptures.

For concerning the divine and holy mysteries

of the Faith, not even a casual statement must
be delivered without the Holy Scriptures;

nor must we be drawn aside by mere plausi-

bility and artifices of speech. Even to me,
who tell thee these things, give not absolute

credence, unless thou receive the proof of the

things which I announce from the Divine
Scriptures. For this salvation which we believe

depends not on ingenious reasoning ^, but on
demonstration of the Holy Scriptures.

Of the Soul.

18. Next to the knowledge of this vener-

able and glorious and all-holy Faith, learn

8 In xvi. 6— lo, Cyril gives a long list of heresies concerning
the Holy Ghost.

9 I Cor. ii. 10. I Matt. xii. 32.
2 Thi^i clause is not in the Creed of Nica;a, but is added in the

Creed of Constantinople, a.d. 381. 3 Col. i. 16.

4 eeoJToioi' is omitted in Codd. Roe, Casaubon, and A.
5 The I'enedictine Editor argues from Cat. i. s, "that thou

mayest by faith seal up the thinjjs that are spoken ;" and xxiii. 18 :

"sealing up the Prayer by the Amen," that Cyril means by " this

seal " the firm belief of Christian doctrine. Compare John iii. 33.
But Milles understands by the "seal" the Creed itself, which
agrees better with the following context.

6 17 a-iorripia yap awr>) T-rJ9 TricrTecos rjixiav, which mi"ht be ren-
dered, "this our salvation by faith," or, with Milles, this safety
of our Faith." For the rendering in the text, compare Heb. iii. i :

apxitpia. TTJs 6(ioAoyio« rnxCtv. On et)p€<ri.KoyCa, sec Polybius xviii.

29, § 3 • i'a Trj<; Trpo9 aAA>;Aouj ciipco-tAoytas.

further what thou thyself art : that as man thou
art of a two-fold nature, consisting of soul and
body ; and that, as was said a short time ago,
the same God is the Creator both of soul and
body 7. Know also that thou hast a soul self-

governed, the noblest work of God, made
after the image of its Creator ^i immortal be-

cause of God that gives it immortality; a living

being, rational, imperishable, because of Him
that bestowed these gifts : having free power
to do what it willeth^. For it is not according
to thy nativity that thou sinnest, nor is it by
the power of chance that thou committest
fornication, nor, as some idly talk, do the

conjunctions of the stars compel thee to give

thyself to wantonness '. AVhy dost thou .shrink

from confessing thine own evil deeds, and
ascribe the blame to the innocent stars ? Give
no more heed, jn-ay, to astrologers ; for of

these the divine Scripture saith. Let the star-

gazers of the heaven stand up and save thee,

and what follows : Behold, they all shall he

consumed as stubble on the fire, and shall not

deliver their soulfrom thefiame -.

19. And learn this also, that the soul, before

it came into this world, had committed no sin -5,

but having come in sinless, we now sin of our
free-will. Listen not, I pray thee, to any one
perversely interpreting the words, But ifI do

that zohich I would not ^ : but remember Him
who saith. If ye be willing, atid hearken unto

Me, ye shall eat the good things of the land :

but if ye be not willing, neither hearken unto

Ale, the sivord shall devour you, <s^c. s
: and

again, As ye presented your members as servants

to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity, even

so now present your members as servants to

righteousness rinto sa?ictifcation^. Remember
also the Scripture, which saith, Eve/i as they

did not like to retain God in their knozoledge 7 .

and, That which may be knoivn of God is mani-

7 iv. 4.

^ In the Clementine Homily xvi. i6, the soul having come forth

from God, clothed with IIis breath, is said to be of the same sub-
stance, and yet not God. In Tertull. c. Manion. II. c. 9, tlie soul

is the afflatus (tti/ot) not nrcC/ia) of God, i.e. the image of tjio

Spirit, and inferior to it, though possessing the true lineaments

ot divinity, immortaliiy, freedom, its own mastery over itself.

9 Tertull. c.JMarc. II. 6: It was proper that he who is the

image and likeness of God should be formed with a free will, and
a mastery of himself, so that this very thing, namely freedcm
of will and self-command, might be reckoned as the image and
likeness of God in him.

J Compare Aug. dc Civ. Dei. v. i, where he says that the

astrologers (Mathematici) say, not merely such or such a position

of Mars signifies that a man will be a murderer, but makes him
a murderer. See Diet, of Christian Antiq., "Astrology.''

- Is. xlvii. 13.

3 " The Orphic poets were under the impression that the soul

is suffering the punishment of sin, and that the body is an ei -

closure or prison in which the soul is incarcerated and kept

((TiifeTai) as the name <7-<o/j.a implies, until the penalty is paid."

Plato, Cratyl. 400. Clement of Alexandria (Strovt. 111. iii. 17),

after referring to this pass.ige of Plato, quotes Pliilolau-, the Pytha-

gorean, as saying :
" The ancient theolof^ians and soollisayers also

testify that the soul bas been chained to the body for a kind of

punishment, and is buried in it as in a tomb." • Rom. vii. 16.

5 Is. i. \n, 20. <* Ro;n. vi. 19. 7 Rom. i. :8.
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fc<;t in thcm^ ; and again, their eyes they have

closed 'i. Also remember how God again ac-

cuseth them, and saith, Yet I planted thee

a frtdtfid vine, wholly true; how art thou

turiied to bitterness, thou the strange vine ' ?

20. The soul is immortal, and all souls are

alike both of men and women ; for only the

members of the body are distinguished". There
is not a class of souls sinning by nature, and
a class of souls practising righteousness by
nature 3 : but both act from choice, the sub-

stance of their souls being of one kind only,

and alike in all. I know, however, that I am
talking much, and that the time is already

long : but what is more precious than salva-

tion ? Art thou not willing to take trouble in

getting provisions for the way against the

heretics ? And wilt thou not learn the bye-

paths of the road, lest from ignorance thou

fall down a precipice ? If thy teachers think

it no small gain for thee to learn these things,

shouldest not thou the learner gladly receive

the multitude of things told thee ?

21. The soul is self-governed: and though
the devil can suggest, he has not the power to

compel against the will. He pictures to thee

the thought of fornication : if thou wilt, thou
acceptest it; if thou wilt not, thou rejectest.

For if thou wert a fornicator by necessity, then

for what cause did God prepare hell ? If thou
wert a doer of righteousness by nature and
not by will, wherefore did God prepare crowns
of ineffable glory ? The sheep is gentle, but
never was it crowned for its gentleness : since

its gentle quality belongs to it not from choice

but by nature.

Of the Body.

22. Thou hast learned, beloved, the nature

of the soul, as far as there is time at present

:

now do thy best to receive the doctrine of the

body also. Suffer none of those who say that

this body is no work of God -*
: for they who

believe that the body is independent of God,
and that the soul dwells in it as in a strange

vessel, readily abuse it to fornication 5. And
yet what fault have they found in this wonder-
ful body? For what is lacking in comeliness?

8 Rom. i. 19. 9 Matt. xiii. 15. 1 Jer. ii. 21.
2 Apclles, the heretic, attributed the difference of sex to the

sou), which e.xisting before the body Impressed its sex upon it.

TcrfiiH. On the Soul, c. xxxvi.
3 Irciiasus I. vii. 5 :

" They (tlie Valentinians) conceive of three
kinds of men, spiritual, material, and animal. ...These three natures
are no longer found in one person, but constiiiite various kinds of
men. . . . And asjain subdividing the animal souls themselves, they
say that some arc by nature good, and others by nature evil."

Origeu on Roiiiniis, Lib. VIII. § lo :
"1 know not how those who

come from the School of Valentinus and IJasilidcs . . . suppose
that there arc souls of one nature which are always .safe and ue\er
perish, and others which always perish, and are never saved."

4 See iv. t8.

5 On the impure practices of the Manichccs, see vi. 33, 34.

And what in its structure is not full of skill?

Ought they not to have observed the luminous

construction of the eyes ? And how the ears

being set obliquely receive the sound unhin-

dered ? And how the smell is able to distin-

guish scents, and to perceive exhalations ?

And how the tongue ministers to two purposes,

the sense of taste, and the power of speech?
How the lungs placed out of sight are un-

ceasing in their respiration of the air ? Who
imparted the incessant pulsation of the heart?

Who made the distribution into so many veins

and arteries? Who skilfully knitted together

the bones with the sinews? Who assigned

a part of the food to our substance, and
separated a part for decent secretion, and hid

away the unseemly members in more seemly
places ? Who when the human race must
have died out, rendered it by a simple inter-

course perpetual ?

23. Tell me not that the body is a cause of

sin ^ For if the body is a cause of sin, why
does not a dead body sin? Put a sword in

the right hand of one just dead, and no
murder takes place. Let beauties of every

kind pass before a youth just dead, and no
impure desire arises. Why ? Because the

body sins not of itself, but the soul through

the body. The body is an instrument, and, as

it were, a garment and robe of the soul : and if

by this latter it be given over to fornication, it

becomes defiled : but if it dwell with a holy

soul, it becomes a temple of the Holy Ghost.

It is not I that say this, but the Apostle Paul
hath said, Knoic ye not, that your bodies are the

temple of the Holy Ghost 7vhich is in you t 1 Be
tender, therefore, of thy body as being a

temple of the Holy Ghost. Pollute not thy

flesh in fornication : defile not this thy fairest

robe : and if ever thou hast defiled it, now
cleanse it by repentance : get thyself washed,

while time permits.

24. And to the doctrine of chastity let the

first to give heed be the order of Solitaries ^ and
of "Virgins, who maintain the angelic life in

the world ; and let the rest of the Church's

people follow them. For you, brethren, a

great crown is laid up : barter not away a great

dignity for a petty pleasure : listen to the

Apostle speaking : Lest there be atiy fornicator

or profane person, as Esaii, whofor one mess of

* Fortunatus, the jNIanichee, in August. Dis/iiii. ii. 20, contra
Fortunat. is represented as saying. What we assert is this, that
the soul is compelled to sin by a substance of contrary nature.

7 I Cor. vi. 19.

8 /ioi'dfoi'Te!. Compare xii. 33 ; xvi. 22. The origin of Monas-
ticism is usually traced to the time of the Decian persecution, the
middle of the third century. Previously "there were no monks,
bill only ascetics in the Church ; from that time to the reign of
Ciiustautine, Monachism was confined to the anchorets living in

private cells in the wilderness ; but when I'achomius had erected
monasteries in Egypt, other countries presently followed the ex-
ample. . . . Hilarion, who was scholar to Antonius, was the first

monk that ever lived in Palestine or Syria." Bingham, VII. i. 4.
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vieot sold his own birthright^. Enrolled hence-

forth in the Angelic books for thy profession

of chastity, see that thou be not blotted out

again for thy practice of fornication.

25. Nor again, on the other hand, in

maintaining thy chastity be thou puffed up
against those who walk in the humbler path of

matrimony. For as the Apostle saith, Let

marriage be had in honour among all, and let the

bed be undejiled^. Thou too who retainest thy

chastity, wast thou not begotten of those who
had married ? Because thou hast a posses-

sion of gold, do not on that account reprobate

the silver. But let those also be of good
cheer, who being married use marriage law-

fully ; who make a marriage according to

God's ordinance, and not of wantonness for

the sake of unbounded license ; who recog-

nise seasons of abstinence, that they may give

themselves unto prayer'-; who in our assem-

blies bring clean bodies as well as clean

garments into the Church ; who have en-

tered upon matrimony for the procreation of

children, but not for indulgence.

26. Let those also who marry but once
not reprobate those who have consented

to a second marriage 3 : for though con-

tinence is a noble and admirable thing, yet it

is also permissible to enter upon a second
marriage, that the weak may not fall into

fornication. For it is goodfor them, saith the

Apostle, if they abide even as L But if they

have 7iot co?itinency, let them marry : for it is

better to marry than to burn 4. But let all the

other practices be banished afar, fornication,

adultery, and every kind of licentiousness : and
let the body be kept pure for the Lord, that

the Lord also may have respect unto the body.

And let the body be nourished with food, that

it may live, and serve without hindrance ; not,

however, that it may be given up to luxuries.

9 Heb. xii. i6. ' Heb. xiii. 4. _
z i Cor. vii. 5.

3 The condemnation of a second marriage, which the Bene-
dictine Editor and others import into this passage, is not to be
found in it. tou? Seurepcu ya/xiu <Tu/LL7reptei'e;(0eVTas neither means
"qui ad secundas nuptias ultro se dejecere," nor even "who
have involved themselves" (R.W.C.), but simply "who have
consented to,"—or, "consented together in—a second mar-
riage," without any intimation of censure. See V. 9 ; VI. 13 ;

Ecclus. XXV. I ; vvfT) Kol o(T)p eauTOis <ru/oi!rcpi<^epd/Lievot) ;

2 Mace. ix. 27 ; Euscb. H.E. ix. 9, 7 : arefixdicajs Koj. <rvij.ix.d-

Tpw9 <n;/jL7rcpt<^€poti/TO avTOts ', Zeno, a^. Diog, Laert. vn. 18 ;

TO <7V(i»repi<fiepe(79at rot? 0iAots. Diog. Laert, vii. 13 : eir-

(rv/i7rcpi<J)opos. Polyb. IV. 35, § 7, and II. 17, § 12. The gentle-

ness with which Cyril here speaks of second marriages is in

striking contrast with the passionate vehemence of Tertullian in

the treatise de Monogamia, and elsewhere. Aug. de Hieresibits,

cc. 26, 38, reckons the condemnation of second marriage among
the heretical doctrines of the Montanists and Cathari. In the

treatise de Bono yiduitatis, c. 6, he argues that a second marriage
is not to be condemned, but is less honourable than widowhood,
and severely rebukes the heretical teaching on this point of

Tertullian, the Montanists, and the Novatians. De Bono Con-
jugal!, c. 21 : Sacramentum nuptiarum temporis nostri sic ad
unum virum et unam uxorem redactum est, ut Ecclesia; dispen-

satorem non liceat ordinare nisi unius uxoris virum. On the

practice of the Church at various times see Bingham, IV. v.

I—4 ; Suicer, Thesaur. Aiyajbiia,

4 I Cor. vii. 8, 9.

Concerning Meats.

27. And concerning food let these be your
ordinances, since in regard to meats also many
stumble. For some deal indifferently with
things offered to idols s, while others discipline
themselves, but condemn those that eat : and
in dititerent ways men's souls arc defiled in the
matter of meats, from ignorance of the useful
reasons for eating and not eating. For we
fast by abstaining from wine and flesh, not
because we abhor them as abominations, but
because we look for our reward ; that having
scorned things sensible, we may enjoy a
spiritual and intellectual feast ; and that

having now sown in tears we may reap in joy ^

in the world to come. Despise not therefore

them that eat, and because of the weakness of
their bodies partake of food : nor yet blame
those who use a little wine for their stomach's

sake and their often infirmitiesT : and neither

condemn the men as sinners, nor abhor the flesh

as strange food ; for the Apostle knows some of

this sort, when he says : forbidding to tnarry,

and commanding to abstain from meats, 7i<hich

God created to be received with thanksgiving by
them that believe^. In abstaining then from
these things, abstain not as from things

abominable 9, else thou hast no reward : but
as being good things disregard them for the

sake of the better spiritual things set before

thee.

28. Guard thy soul safely, lest at any time

thou eat of things offered to idols : for con-

cerning meats of this kind, not only I at

this time, but ere now Apostles also, and James
the bishop of this Church, have had earnest

care : and the Apostles and Elders write a

Catholic epistle to all the Gentiles, that they

should abstain first from things offered to idols,

and then from blood also afid from things

strangled^. For many men being of savage

nature, and living like dogs, both lap up
bloody in imitation of the manner of the

5 The Nicolaitans {Afocal, ii. 14, 20) ; and the Valentinians,

of whom Irena;us(ll. xiv. 5), says tlirit they derived their o[)iMion

as to the indifference of meats from the Cynics. See also Irena;us

I. vi. 3 ; and xxvi. 3.

6 Ps. cxxvi. 5. 7 I Tim. v. 23. ^ i Tim. iv. 3.

9 The various sects of Gnostics, and the Manichces,
considered certain meats and drinks, as flc-h and wine, to

be polluting. Vid. Iren. Ha'r. i. 28. Clem. Pied. ii. 2. p. 186.

Epiph. Hicr. xlvi. 2, xlvii. i, &c., &c. Aui^ust. Hter. 46, vid.

Canon. Apost. 43. "If any Bishop, &c., abstain from marriage,

flesh, and wine, not for discipline {hi aaK-qcnv) but as abhorring
them, forgetting that they are all very good, &c. , and speaking
blasphemy against the creation, let him amend or be deposed," &c.

R. W. C.
• Acts XV. 20, 29. The prohibition of blood and things str.nn-

gled has continued to the present day in the Eastern Church,
though already disregarded by the Latins in the time of S. Augus-
tine (f. Faiistuin. xxxii. 13).

2 Tertullian {Apologetkus, c. 9I speaks of those " who at the

gladiator shows, for the cure of epilepsy, quaff with greedy thirst

the blood of criminals slain in the arena," and of others "who
make meals on the flesh of wild beasts at the place of combat :

"

and contrasts the habits of Christians, who absliiin Irom things

strangled, to avoid pollution by the blood.
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fiercest beasts, and greedily devour things

strangled. But do thou, the servant of

Christ, in eating observe to eat with rever-

ence. And so enough concerning meats.

Of Apparel.

29. But let thine apparel be plain, not for

adornment, but for necessary covering: not

to minister to thy vanity, but to keep thee

wann in winter, and to hide the unseem-
liness of the body : lest under pretence of

hiding the unseemliness, thou fall into another

kind of unseemliness by thy extravagant dress.

Of the Resurrection.

30. Be tender, I beseech thee, of tliis

body, and understand that thou wilt be raised

from the dead, to be judged with this

body. But if there steal into thy mind any
thought of unbelief, as though the thing were
impossible, judge of the things unseen by what
happens to thyself. For tell me ; a hundred
years ago or more, think where wast thou

thyself: and from what a most minute and
mean substance thou art come to so great

a stature, and so much dignity of beauty 3.

What then? Cannot He who brought the

non-existent into being, raise up again that

which already exists and has decayed 4 ? He
who raises the corn, which is sown for our

sakes, as year by year it dies,— will He
have difficulty in raising us up, for whose
sakes that corn also has been raised ^ ?

Seest thou how the trees stand now for many
months without either fruit or leaves : but

when the winter is past they spring up whole
into life again as if from the dead ^

: shall not

we much rather and more easily return to

life? The rod of Moses was transformed

by the will of God into the unfamiliar nature

of a serpent : and cannot a man, who has

fallen into death, be restored to himself

again ?

31. Heed not those who say that this body
is not raided ; for it is raised : and Esaias is

witness, when he says : The dead shall arise,

and they that are in the tombs shall aioake^ :

and according to Daniel, Afany of them that

sleep in the dust of the earth shall arise, some to

everlasting life, and some to everlasting shame ^.

But though to rise again is common to all

men, yet the resurrection is not alike to all :

for the bodies received by us all are eternal,

but not h'kc bodies by all : for the just receive

them, that through eternity they may join

the Choirs of Angels ; but the sinners, that

they may endure for ever the torment of their

sins.

Of the Laver.

32. For this cause the Lord, preventing us

according to His loving-kindness, has granted

repentance at Baptism 9, in order that we may
cast off the chief—nay rather the whole burden
of our sins, and having received the seal

by the Holy Ghost, may be made heirs of

eternal life. But as we have spoken suffi-

ciently concerning the Laver the day before

yesterday, let us now return to the remaining

subjects of our introductory teaching.

Of the Divine Scriptures.

33. Now these the divinely-inspired Scrip-

tures of both the Old and the New Tes-

tament teach us. For the God of the two
Testaments is One, Who in the Old Tes-

tament foretold the Christ Who appeared in

the New ; Who by the Law and the Prophets
led us to Christ's school. For beforefaith came,

we 7vere kept in zuard under the law, and, the

law hath been our tutor to bring us unto

Christ ^ And if ever thou hear any of the

heretics speaking evil of the Law or the

Prophets, answer in the sound of the Saviour's

voice, saying, Jesus came not to destroy the

Law, but to fulfil it^. Learn also diligently,

and from the Church, what are the books of

the Old Testament, and what those of the

New. And, pray, read none of the apocry-

phal writings 3 : for why dost thou, who knowest
not those which are acknowledged among all,

trouble thyself in vain about those which are

disputed ? Read the Divine Scriptures, the

twenty-two books of the Old Testament, these

that have been translated by the Seventy-two
Interpreters ^.

3 XVIII. g.

4 Compare xviii. 6, 9; Athenagoras, On the Resurrection of
the Dciid, c. 3.

5 XVIII. 6. John xii. 24 ; i Cor. xv. 36. 6 XVIII. 7.

7 Is. xxvi. 19. 8 Dan. xii. 2.

5 Or. AoKTpoO /xeTai'Oiar. Other readings are \vrpov ixcravoias,
"redemption by repentance," and \ovTpov /lieraroios "a laver
(baptism) of repentance."

I Gal. iii. 24. The IlaiSayioyos is described by Clement of
Alexandria f^Paedag. i. 7) as one who both conducts a boy to
school, and helps to teach him,—an usher: "under-master"
(Wicliff).

^
2 Matt. V. 17.

3 Tusv a.TroKpv(S><>>v. The sense in which Cyril uses this term
may be learned from Rufinus (^E.rfiositia Syiiil'oU, 8 38), who
distinguishes three classes of books: (i) The Canonical Books
of the Old and New Testaments, which alone are to be used
in proof of doctrine : (2) Ecclesiastical, « liich may be read in
Churches, including Wisdom, Eccle.siaslicus, Tobit, Judith, and
the Books of the Maccabees, in the Old Testament, and T/l^
Shejilicrd oi Hermas, and The Tivo ll'ttys in the New Testament.
(3) The other writings they called " Apocryplial," which they
would not have read in Churches. The distinction is useful,
though the second class is not complete.

4 The original source of this account of the Septuagint version
is a letter purporting to have been written by Aristeas, or Aris-
ta;us, a confidential minister of Ptolemy Philadelphu.s, to his
brother Philocratcs. Though tlie letter is not regarded as genuine
its statements are in part admitted to be true, being confirmed
by a fragment, preserved by Kusel>ius (Prtr/>aratio EvangcUea,
ix. 6), of a work of Aristobulus, a Jewish philosoplier who wrote in
the reign of Ptolemy Philomctor, iSi— 146, B.C. Upon these
testimonies it is generally admitted that " the whole Law," i.e. the
Pentatciu:h was tran.slaled into Greek at .Alexandria in the rci,in
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34. For after the death of Aloxancler, tlie

king of the Macedonians, and the division of

his kingdom into four principalities, into. Baby-
lonia, and Macedonia, and Asia, and Egypt,

one of those who reigned over Egypt, Ptolemy
Philadelphus, being a kiiig very fond of learn-

ing, while collecting the books that were in

every place, heard from Demetrius Phalereus,

the curator of his library, of the Divine Scrip-

tures of the Law and the Prophets, and judged
it much nobler, not to get the books from the

possessors by force against their will, but

rather to propitiate them by gifts and friend-

ship ; and knowing that what is extorted is

often adulterated, being given unwillingly,

while that which is willingly supplied is freely

given with all sincerity, he sent to Eleazar, who
was then High Priest, a great many gifts for the

Temple here at Jerusalem, and caused him to

send him six interpreters from each of the

twelve tribes of Israel for the translation s.

Then, further, to make experiment whether
the books were Divine or not, he took ])recau-

tion that those who had been sent should

not combine among themselves, by assign-

ing to each of the interpreters who had
come his separate chamber in the island called

Pharos, which lies over against Alexandria,

and committed to each the whole Scriptures to

translate. And when they had fulfilled the

task in seventy-two days, he brought together

all their translations, which they had made in

different chambers without sending them one
to another, and found that they agreed not
only in the sense but even in words. For the

process was no word-craft, nor contrivance of

human devices : but the translation of the

Divine Scriptures, spoken by the Holy Ghost,
was of the Holy Ghost accomplished.

35. Of these read the two and twenty books,

but have nothing to do with the apocryphal

writings. Study earnestly these only which we
read openly in the Church. Far w'iser and
more pious than thyself were the Apostles, and
the bishops of old time, the presidents of the

either of Ptolemy Soter (323—2S5, B.C.), or of his son Ptolemy
Philaciclphiis (285—247, B.C.), under the direction of Demetrius
Phalereus, curator of the King's library.

5 Up to this point Cyrifs account is based upon the statements
of the P.seudo-Aristeas. The fabulous incidents which follow,

concerning the separate cells, the completion of the whole version
by each translator, the miraculous agreement in the very words,
proving a Divine inspiration, are found in Philo Jud.tus, JJ/c 0/
Moses, II. 7. Josephus, Antiquities, XII. c. ii. 3— 14, following
the letter of Aristeas, gives long descriptions of the magnificent
presents sent by Philadelphus to Jerusalem, and of his sj lendid
hospitality to the translators, but makes no allusion to the .separate

cells or miraculous agreement. On the contrary he represents

the 72 interpreters as meeting together f^r consultation, agreeing
on the text to be adopted, and complciing their joint laliours in

72 days. The slightest comparison of the Version with the
original Hebrew must convinceany reasonable person that the idea

of divine inspiration or supernatural assistance, borrowed by
Justin Martyr, Irenxus, and other P'athers, apparently from Philo,

is a mere invention of the imagination, disproved by the facts.

Compare the article " Scptu.Tgint " in .Murray's Dictionary of the

Bible.

Church who handed down these books.
Peing therefore a child of the Church, trench^
thou not upon its statutes. And of the Old
Testament, as we have said, study the two
and twenty books, which, if thou art desirous
of learning, strive to remember by name, as
I recite them. For of the Law the books of
Moses are the first five. Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. And next,

Joshua the son of Nave 7, and the book of
Judges, including Ruth, counted as seventh.

And of the other historical books, the first

and second books of the Kings ^ are among the
Hebrews one book; also the third and fourth

one book. And in like manner, the first and
second of Chronicles are with them one
book ; and the first and second of Esdras are

counted one. Esther is the twelfth book ; and
these are the Historical writings. But those
which are written in verses are five, Job, and
the book of Psalms, and Proverbs, and Eccle-
siastes, and the Song of Songs, which is the

seventeenth book. And after these come the five

Prophetic books : of the Twelve Prophets one
book, of Isaiah one, of Jeremiah one, including

Baruch and Lamentations and the Epistle^;

then Ezekiel, and the Book of Daniel, the

twenty-second of the Old Testament.

36. Then of the New Testament there are

the four Gospels only, for the rest have false

titles' and are mischievous. The Manichceans
also wrote a Ciospel according to Tiiomas,
which being tinctured with the fragrance of

the evangelic title corrupts the souls of the

simple sort. Receive also the Acts of the Twelve
Apostles j and in addition to these tlie seven

6 The rendering "trench not" (R.W.C.) agrees well with the
etymology of the verb (n-apaxapao-o-w). Its more usual significa-

tion seems to be "counterfeit," "forge." The sense required
here, apart from any metaphor, is " transgress" (Heurtley).

7 The n.ame " Nun " is represented by " Nave" in the Scptua-
gint, which Cyril used.

^ The two books of Samuel.
9 The Epistle of Jeremy, which now appears in the -Apocrypha

as the last chapter of Baruch. On the number and arrangement
of the Books of the Old and New Testaments the student should
consult an interesting Essay by Professor Sanduy (Stiidia Jii/'tica,

vol. iii.), who traces the introduction of a fi.'ied order to the time
when papyrus roils were superseded by coaiees, in which the
sheets of skin were folded and bound together, as in printed books.
This change had commenced before the Diocletian persecution,

A.D. 303, when among the sacred books taken from the Christians

codices were much more numerous than rolls. On the contents

of the Jewish Canon, see Dictionary of the Bible, "Canon."
B. F.W. "Josephus enumerates 20 books 'which arc justly believed

to be divine.'" One of the earliest attempts by a Christian to

ascertain correctly the number and order of the l!ooks of the O.T.
was made by ^Iclito, ISishop of Sardis, who travelled for this

purpose to Palestine, in the latter part of the 2nd Century. His
list is as follows:

—"Of Moses five (books); Genesis, E.vodus,

Numbers, Leviticus, Deuteronomy, Jesus son of Nave, Jiulges,

Ruth, four Books of Kings, two of Chronicles, Psalms of David,
Solomon's Proverbs, which is also called Wisdom, Ecclesiastes,

Song of Songs, Job, Prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, the Twelve
in one Book, Daniel, Ezekiel, Esdras." (Kusebius, //.A". HI.
cap. TO, note i, in this series.) Cyril's List agrees with that of

Athanasius {/•eslal Epistle, 373 A.u.), except that Job is placed

by Ath. after Canticles instead of before Psalms.
' Or. i/ieuSfiriypiii^a. For an account of the many -Apocryphal

Gospels, see the article by Lipsius in the "Dic :ioitary 0/Christi<iii
Biography," Smith and Wace, and the English translations ni

Clark's Ante-Nicene Library.
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Catliolic ICpistles of James, Peter, John, and

]udc; and as a seal upon them all, and the

last work of the disciples, the fourteen Epistles

of Paul ^. But let all the rest be put aside in

a secondary rank. And whatever books are

not read in Churches, these read not even by
thyself, as thou hast heard me say. Thus
much of these subjects.

37. But shun thou every diabolical opera-

tion, and believe not the apostate Serpent,

whose transformation from a good nature

was of his own free choice : who can over-

persuade the willing, but can compel no
one. Also give heed neither to observa-

tions of the stars nor auguries, nor omens,

nor to lilt fabulous divinations of the Greeks 3.

Witchcraft, and enchantment, and the wicked
l)ractices of necromancy, admit not even to

a hearing. From every kind of intemper-

ance stand aloof, giving thyself neither to

^ Cyril includes in this list all the books which we receive,

except the Apocalypse. See Bishop Westcott's Article, "Canon,"
in the Dictioiary of the Bible, and Origen's Catalogue in Kuseb.
Hist. vi. 25 (Nicenc and Post-Nicene Fathers, vol. i.).

3 Com[iare xix. 8, w here all such acts of divination are said to
be service of the devil.

gluttony nor licentiousness, rising superior to

all covetousness and usury. Neither venture

thyself at heathen assemblies for public spec-

tacles, nor ever use amulets in sicknesses;

shun also all the vulgarity of tavern-haunting.

Fall not away either into the sect of the

Samaritans, or into Judaism : for Jesus Christ

henceforth hath ransomed thee. Stand aloof

from all observance of Sabbaths t, and from

calling any indifferent meats common or icn-

dcan. But especially abhor all the assem-

blies of wicked heretics ; and in every way
make thine own soul safe, by fastings, prayers,

almsgivings, and reading the oracles of God
;

that having lived the rest of thy life in the

flesh in soberness and godly doctrine, thou

mayest enjoy the one salvation which flows

from Baptism ; and thus enrolled in the armies

of heaven by God and the Father, mayest also

be deemed worthy of the heavenly crowns, in

Christ Jesus our Lord, to Whom be the glory

for ever and ever. Amen.

4 Cuaipare Gal. iv. lo, " Ye ubseivc days."



LECTURE V.

Of Faith,

Hebrews xi. i, 2.

Noivfaith is the substance of things hopedfor, the evidence of things not seen.

For by it the elders obtained a good report.

1. How great a dignity the Lord bestows on
you in transferring you from the order of Cate-
chumens to that of the Faithful, the Apostle
Paul shews, when he affirms, God is faithful,
by Whom ye 7C'ere called into the fellowship of
His Son Jesns Christ^. For since God is called

Faithful, thou also in receiving this title

receivest a great dignity. For as God is

called Good, and Just, and Almighty, and
Maker of the Universe, so is He also called

Faithful. Consider therefore to what a dignity

thou art rising, seeing thou art to become
partaker of a title of God ''.

2. Here then it is further required, that

each of you be found faithful in his con-
science : for a faithful man it is hard to

find^ : not that thou shouldest shew thy
conscience to me, for thou art not to be

judged of man's judgment^ ; but that thou
shew the sincerity of thy faith to God, who
iricth the reins and hearts^, and knoweth the

thoughts of men ^. A great thing is a faithful

man, being richest of all rich men. For to

the faithful 7na7i belongs the whole world of
wealth 7, in that he disdains and tramples on it.

For they who in appearance are rich, and have
many possessions, are poor in soul : since the

more they gather, the more they pine with

longing for what is still lacking. But the

faithful man, most strange paradox, in poverty

is rich : for knowing that we need only to have

food and raiment, and being thereivith content^,

he has trodden riches under foot.

3. Nor is it only among us, who bear the

name of Christ, that the dignity of faith is

great 9 : but likewise all things that are accom-

' I Cor. i. 9. * See Proc.-iticIic>is 6, and Index, Fcxith/ul.

3 Prov. XX. 6. 4 I Cor. iv. 3. See Index, Confession.
5 Ps. vii. 9. 6 Ps. xciv. 11.

7 Tliis sentence is a spurious addition to the text of the Septua-
gint, variously placed after Prov. xvii. 4, and xvil. 6. The thouglit

is there completed by I he antithesis, but to the/ailhless not even
an obol. The origin of the interpolation is unknown.

8 I Tim. vi. 8.

9 It was a common objection of Pagan philosophers that the

Chrisiinii religion was not founded upon reason but only on faith.

Cyril's answer that faith is necessary in the ordinary affairs

plished in the world, even by those who are
aliens ' from the Church, are accomplished by
faith.

By faith the laws of marriage yoke together
those v-ho have lived as strangers : and because
of the faith in marriage contracts a stranger is

made partner of a stranger's person" and
possessions. By faith husbandry also is sus-

tained, for he who believes not that he shall

receive a harvest endures not the toils. By
faith sea-faring men, trusting to the thinnest
plank, exchange that most solid element, the
land, for the restless motion of the waves,
committing themselves to uncertain hopes, and
carrying with them a faith more sure than any
anchor. By faith therefore most of men's
affairs are held together : and not among us
only has there been this belief, but also, as I

have said, among those who are without ^
For if they receive not the Scriptures, but
bring forward certain doctrines of their own,
even these they accept by faith.

4. The lesson also which was read to-day

invites you to the true faith, by setting before

you the way in which you also must please God :

for it affirms that ivithoutfaith it is impossible to

please Him ^. For when will a man resolve to

serve God, unless he believes that lie is

a giver of reivard ? When will a young woman
choose a virgin life, or a young man live

soberly, if they believe not that for chastity

there is a crown thatfadeth not away 3 1 Faith is

an eye that enlightens every conscience, and

of life is tlie s.-.tiie which Origen had employed against Celsus
(I. ii): "Why should it not be more reasonable, since all human
affairs arc dependent upon faith, to believe God rather than men?
For who takes a voyage, or mnrries, or begets children, or casts

reeds into the ground, without believing that better things will

result, although the contrary might and sometimes does happen?"
See also Arnobius, adversus Gentts, II. 8 ; and Hooker's allusion

to the scornful reproach of Julian the Apostate, "The highest

point of your wisdom is be/iere" (Eccles. Pol. V. Ixiii. i.).

' By " aliens from the Church," and " those who are without,"

S. Cyril here means Pagans : so Tertullian, de Idololatria, c. xiv.

But the latter term is applied to a Catechumen in Procatechesis,

c. 12, and was also a common description of heretics: see Ter-

tullian, dc Daptismo, c. xv. » Heb. xi. 6.

3 I Pet. v. 4.
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imparts understanding ; for the Prophet saith,

And ifye believe jiot, ye sJiall not nndetstand 4.

Faith stoppeth the vwuiJis of iions^, as in

Daniel's case : for the Scripture saith concern-

ing liim, that Daniel was brought up out of the

den, and no manner ofhurt was foimd upon him,

because he believed in his God^. Is there any-

thing more fearful than the devil ? Yet even
against him we have no other shield than faith t,

an impalpable buckler against an unseen foe.

For he sends fortli divers arrrows, and shoots

doion in the dark night ^ those that watch not
;

but, since the enemy is unseen, we have faith

as our strong armour, according to the saying

of the Apostle, /// a/t things taking the sJiicld of

faith, whereit'ith ye shall be able to quejich all the

fiery darts of the wicked one 9. A fiery dart of

desire of base indulgence is often cast forth

from the devil : but faith, suggesting a picture

of the judgment, cools down the mind, and
quenches the dart.

5. There is much to tell of faith, and the

whole day would not be time sufficient for

us to describe it fully. At present let us be

content with Abraham only, as one of the

examples from the Old Testament, seeing that

we have been made his. sons through faith.

He was justified not only by works, but also

by faith ^
: for though he did many things well,

yet he was never called the friend of God ^,

except when he believed. Moreover, his every

work was performed in faith. Through faith

he left his parents ; left country, and place, and

home through faith 3. In like manner, there-

fore, as he was justified be thou justified also.

In his body he was already dead in regard to

offspring, and Sarah his wife was now old, and

there was no hope left of having children.

God promises the old man a child, and

Abraham without being weakened in faith,

though he considered his oivn body now as good

as dead'', heeded not the weakness of his body,

but the power of Him who promised, because

he counted Him faithful 7vho hadpromised^, and

so beyond all expectation gained the child

from bodies as it were already dead. And
when, after he had gained his son, he was com-

4 Is. vii. 9, according to the Septuagint. But A.V. and R.V. both

render : I/ye luiU not believe, surely ye shall not be established.

5 Heb. xi. 34. 6 Ban. vi. 23.

7 I Pet. V. 9 : Whom resist, sted/ast in thc/aith.
8 Ps, xi. 2, that they may shoot in darkness at the uptight

in heart (R.V.). The Hebrew word 75^^, signifying deep d.irk-

ness (Job iii. 6 ; x. 22) is vignrovisly rendered by the Seventy

o-KOTOM))!"). wliich is explained by the Scholiast on IIonier(Od.

xiv. 457 : Nuf S' i.?' eTrrjASc Ka.Ky\ crKOToniji/ios) to be the deep dark-

ness of the night preceding the new moon.

9 Eph. vi. 16. ,.,..,.
' James ii. 21. Casanbon omitted fioror, which is found in

every MS., thus making the meaning to be, "He was justified

not by works but by faith," which directly contradicts the state-

ment of S. James, and is inconsistent with the following context in

-' James ii. 23 ; 2 Chron. xx. 7 ; Is. xli. 8 ; Gen. xv. 6._

:i Heb. xi. 8—10. • Kom. iv. 19. 5 Heb. xi. 11, 12.

manded to oft"er him up, although he had
heard the word. In Isaac shall thy seed be called^,

he proceeded to offer up his .son, his only son, to

God, believing that God is able to raise up even

from the dead^. And having bound his son, and
laid him on the wood, he did in purpose offer

him, but by the goodness of God in delivering

to him a lamb instead of his child, he received

his son alive. Being faithful in these things,

he was sealed for righteousness, and received

circumcision as a seal of thefaith lohich he had
while he luas in uncircumcision ^, having received

a promise tJiat he should be thefather of maJty

nations 9.

6. Let us see, then, how Abraham is the

father of many nations '. Of Jews he is con-

fessedly the father, through succession accord-

ing to the flesh. But if we hold to the suc-

cession according to the flesh, we shall be
compelled to say that the oracle was false.

For according to the flesh he is no longer

father of us all : but the example of his faith

makes us all sons of Abraham. How? and
in what manner? With men it is incredible

that one should rise from the dead ; as in like

manner it is incredible also that there should

be offspring from aged persons as good as

dead. But when Christ is preached as having

been crucified on the tree, and as having died

and risen again, we believe it. By the like-

ness therefore of our faith we are adopted into

the sonship of Abraham. And then, following

upon our faith, we receive like him the spiritual

seal, being circumcised by the Holy Spirit

through Baptism, not in the foreskin of the

body, but in the heart, according to Jeremiah,

saying, Andye shall be circumcised unto God in

the foreskin of your heart '^ : and according to

the Apostle, in the circumcision of Christ,

having been buried with Him in baptism, and
the rest 3.

7. This faith if we keep we shall be free

from condemnation, and shall be adorned with

all kinds of virtues. For so great is the

strength of faith, as even to buoy men up in

walking on the sea. Peter was a man like

ourselves, made up of flesh and blood, and
living upon like food. But when Jesus said,

Come^, he believed, and walked upon the

waters, and found his faith safer upon the

waters than any ground ; and his heavy body
was upheld by the buoyancy of his faith.

But though he had safe footing over the

water as long as he believed, yet when he

doubted, at once he began to sink : for as

6 Gen. xxi. 12 ; xxii. 2. 7 Heb. xi. ij.

8 Rom. iv. ti. 9 Gen. xvii. 5. ' Rom. iv. 17, 18.

- Jer. iv. 4: Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, and take away
theforeskins ofyour heart. The Septuagint agrees closely with

the Hebrew, but Cyril (luotes freely from memory.
J Col. ii. II, 12.

'

-t Matt. xiv. 29.
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his faith gradually relaxed, his body also was
drawn down with it. And when He saw
his distress, Jesus who remedies the distresses

of our souls, said, O thou of little fdit/i, 7i.'licrc-

forc (iicfst thou doubt ^t And being nerved again

by Him who grasped his right hand, he had

no sooner recovered his faith, than, led by the

hand of the INfaster, he resumed the same
walking upon the waters : for this the Gospel
indirectly mentioned, saying, when they were

gone up into the ship ". For it says not that

Peter swam across and went up, but gives us

to understand that, after returning the same
distance that he went to meet Jesus, he went
up again into the ship.

8. Yea, so much power hath faith, that not

the believer only is saved, but some have been
saved by others believing. The paralytic

in Capernaum was not a believer, but they

believed who brought him, and let him down
through the tiles ^ : for the sick man's soul

shared the sickness of his body. And think

not that I accuse him without cause : the

Gospel itself says, 7L'hen Jesus sa7c>, not his

faith, but their/irith, He saith to the sick of the

palsy, Arise^ ! The bearers believed, and the

sick of the palsy enjoyed the blessing of the

cure.

9. Wouldest thou see yet more surely that

some are saved by others' faith? Lazarus

died 9 : one day had passed, and a second, and
a third ; his sinews ' w^ere decayed, and cor-

ruption was preying already upon his body.

How could one four days dead believe, and
entreat the Redeemer on his own behalf?

But what the dead man lacked was supplied

by his true sisters. For when the Lord was

come, the sister fell down before Him, and
when He said, Where have ye laid him ? and
she had made answer. Lord, by this time he

stinketh; for he hath been four days dead, the

Lord said. If thou believe, thou shall see the

glory of God ; as much as saying, Supply thou

the dead man's lack of faith : and the sisters'

faith had so much power, that it recalled the

dead from the gates of hell. Have then

men by believing, the one on behalf of the

other, been able to raise'' the dead, and shalt

not thou, if thou believe sincerely on thine

own behalf, be much rather profited ? Nay,

even if thou be faithless, or of little faith, the

Lord is loving unto man ; He condescends

to thee on thy repentance : only on thy part

say with honest mind. Lord, I believe, help thou

7nine unbelief 'i. But if thou thinkcst that thou

S Mark xiv. 31. 6 lb. 32.

7 Mark ii. 4. 8 Matt. ix. 2, 6. 9 John xi. 14—44.
' i/eupa. " Sinews " is the original mcaninf;, the application

to " nerves," as distinct organs of sensation, bein^j later.

' for a.va.aTT\vax, retained by the Benedictine Editor and
Rcischl, read ava<TTri<rai, with Roe, Casanbon, and Alexandridcs.

! Mark ix. 24.

really art faithful, but hast not yet the fulness

of fliith, thou too hast need to say like the

Apostles, Lord, increase our faith » .• for some
part thou hast of thy.self, but the greater part

thou rcccivest from Him.
10. For the name of Faiih is in the form of

speech s one, but has two distinct senses. For
there is one kind of faith, the dogmatic, in-

volving an assent of the soul on some particular

point : and it is profitable to the soul, as the

Lord saith : Lie that heareth A/y words, and
believcth Ilim that sent Me, hath everlasting life,

and cometh not into judgment ^ : and again, I/e

that believcth in the Son is not judged, but hath

passedfrom death unto UfcT. Oh the great loving-

kindness of God ! For the righteous were
many years in pleasing Him : but what they

succeeded in gaining by many years of well-

pleasing ^, this Jesus now bestows on thee in

a single hour. For if thou shalt believe that

Jesus Christ is Lord, and that God raised Him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved, and shalt

be transported into Paradise by Him who
brought in thither the robber. And doubt not

whether it is possible; for He who on this

sacred (iolgotha saved the robber after one
single hour of belief, the same shall save thee

also on thy believing 9,

11. But there is a second kind of faith,

which is bestowed by Christ as a gift of grace.

For to one is given through the Spirit the word
of 7visdom, and to another the word of know-

ledge according to the same Spirit: to another

faith, by the same Spirit, and to another gifts

of healing'^. This faith then which is given of

grace from the Spirit is not merely doctrinal,

but also workcth things above man's power.

For whosoever hath this faith, shall say to

this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place,

and it shall remove -. For whenever any one

shall say this in faith, believing that it cometh

to pass, and shall not doubt in his heart,

then receiveth he the grace.

And of this faith it is said, If ye have faith

as a grain of mustard seed^. For just as the

grain of mustard seed is small in size, but

fiery in its operation, and though sown in a

small space has a circle of great branches,

and when grown up is able even to shelter

the fowls t ; so, likewise, faith in the swiftest

moment works the greatest effects in the

4 Luke xvii. 5.

5 Kara TT)!/ 7Tpo<7r)yopi'a!'. Compare Aristotle, Cii/<'.?»>-/V.f, V. 30

:

T(3 (TXWaTi Tiij« Trpoarj-yopi'as. Cyril's description of faith as two-

fold, and of dogmatic faith as an assent (o-u-jjKaTaSco-is) of the soul

to something as credible, seems to be derived from Clement of

Alexandria, Strom. II. c. 12. Compare by all means Pearson

on the Creed, Art. I. and his Notes a, b, c.

6 John V. 24. 7 lb. iii. 18 ; v. 24.

8 eviapc(T7->)<re(os, Hened. and Keischl, with best MSS. Millcs

and the earlier editions have cpeuf ijcrews, " searching." _

9 Luke xxiii. 43 ; the argument i-i used again in Cat. xni. ji.

I I Cor. xii. 8, 9. ^ Mark xi. 23. 3 Matt. xvii. 20,

4 Matt. xiii. 32.
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soul. For, when enlightened by faith, the soul

hath visions of God, and as far as is possible

beholds God, and ranges round the bounds of

the universe, and before the end of this world
already beholds the Judgment, and the payment
of the promised rewards. Have thou therefore

that faith in Him which cometh from thine own
self, that thou mayest also receive from Him
that faith which worketh things above man s.

T2. But in learning the Faith and in profess-

ing it, acquire and keep that only, which is

now delivered ^ to thee by the Church, and
which has been built up strongly out of all the

Scriptures. For since all cannot read the Scrip-

tures, some being hindered as to the knowledge
of them by want of learning, and others by
a want of leisure, in order that the soul may
not perish from ignorance, we comprise the

whole doctrine of the Faith in a few lines.

This summary I wish you both to commit to

memory when I recite it 7, and to rehearse

it with all diligence among yourselves, not
writing it out on paper ^, but engraving it by
the memory upon your hearts, taking care

while you rehearse it that no Catechumen
chance to overhear the things which have
been delivered to you. I wish you also to

keep this as a provision ^ through the whole
course of your life, and beside this to receive

no other, neither if we ourselves should change
and contradict our present teaching, nor if an

5 S. Chrysostom (Horn. xxix. in i Cor. xii. 9, 10) in like
manner distingui-,he.s dogmatic faith from the faith which is " the
mother of miracles." The former S. Cyril calls our own, not
meaning that God's help is not needed for it, but because, as he
has shewn in § 10, it consists in the mind's assent, and voluntary
approval of the doctrines set before it : but the latter is a pure
gift of grace working in man without his own help. Compare
Apostolic Constitutions, VIII. c. i.

6 This Lecture was to be immediately followed by a first reci-
tation of the Creed. See Index, Creed.

7 en-' avr^'! Ti)5 Ae'fcws. "in ipsa lectione" (Milles) : *' ipsis
verbis" (Bened.) :

" in the very phrase" (R. W. C). See below,
note 4.

8 Compare S. August. Serm. ccxii. , "At the delivery of the
Creed," and Index, Creed.

9 Compare Aeschylus, Protnetheus V. 789 : tjv €yypa<^ov <rv

I e(j>6Si.ov, yiatiiitin, i.e. provision for a journey, and here for
the journey through this life. It is applied metaphorically by
other Fathers (a) in this general sense, to the reading of Holy
Scripture, Prayer, and Baptism, and (b) in a special sense to the
Holy Eucharist when administered to the sick and dying, as
a preparation for departure to the life after death. Council of
Nicaia (a.d. 325), Canon xiii. "With respect to the dying, the
old rule of the Church should continue to be observed, which
forbids that any one who is on the point of death should be
deprived of the last and most necessary viaticum ii(t>6Si,ov),"

adverse angel, trans^onnedinto ati angeloflighf^,

should wish to lead you astray. For though

we or an ariQ^el from heaven preach to you any
other gospel than that ye have received, let him
be to you aiiathenia'i. So for the present listen

while I simply say the Creed 4, and commit it

to memory ; but at the proper season expect

the confirmation out of Holy Scripture of each
part of the contents. For the articles of the

Faith were not composed as seemed good to

men ; but the most important points collected

out of all the Scripture make up one complete
teaching of the Faith. And just as the mus-
tard seed in one small grain contains many
branches, so also this Faith has embraced in

few words all the knowledge of godliness in

the Old and New Testaments. Take heed
then, brethren, and hold fast the traditions s

which ye now receive, and write them on the

table ofyour heart ^.

13. Guard them with reverence, lest per

chance the enemy despoil any who have
grown slack ; or lest some heretic pervert any
of the truths delivered to you. For faith is

like putting money into the bank 7, even as

we have now done ; but from you God requires

the accounts of the deposit. / charge you, as

the Apostle saith, before God, who quickeneth

all things, and Christ Jesus, who before Pontius

Pilate witfiessed the good confession, that ye keep

this faith which is committed to you, tvithotit

spot, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus

Christ'^. A treasure of life has now been com-
mitted to thee, and the Master demandeth the

deposit at His appearing, which in His 07on

times He shall shezv, Who is the blessed and only

Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords ;

Who only hath immortality, dwelling in light

which no man can opproach unto ; Whom no

man hath seen nor can see. To Whom be

glory, hojiour, a7id power '^ for ever and ever.

Amen.

2 2 Cor. xi. 14. 3 Gal. i. 8, 9.

4 err' aiiTiis Trjs Af'fews. (Bened. Reischl. with best MSS.^
rauTrjs Trjs At'lew?, ''this my recitation," (Milles).

5 2 Thess. ii. 15. Compare Cat. xxiii. 23.
6 Prov. vii. 3. Note 9, above.
7 Matt. xxv. 27 ; Luke xix. 23. See note on Catech. vi. 36 :

" Be thou a good banker."
>* X Tira. V. 21 ; vi. 13, 14. 9 i Tim. vi. 15, 16.



LECTURE VI.

Concerning the Unity of God \ On the Article, I Believe in One
God. Also concerning Here.sies.

Isaiah xlv. i6, 17. (Sept.)

SiVidify yourselves unto Me, islands. Israel is saved by the Lord with an everlasting

salvation ; they shall not be ashamed, neither shall they be confoundedfor ever, &>€.

r. Blessed be the God and Father ofour Lord
[esus Christ -. Blessed also be His Only-begot-

ten Son 3. For with the thought of God let

the thought of Father at once be joined, that

the ascription of glory to the Father and the

Son may be made indivisible For the Fadier

hath not one glory, and the Son another, but

one and the same, since He is the Father's

Only-begotten Son ; and when the Father is

glorified, the Son also shares the glory with

Him, because the glory of the Son flows from
His Father's honour : and again, when the Son
is glorified, the Father of so great a bless-

ing is highly honoured.
2. Now though the mind is most rapid in its

thoughts, yet the tongue needs words, and a

long recital of intermediary speech. For the

eye embraces at once a multitude of the

I Ylfpi 0eoO Moi'apxt'aj. The word /lovapxia, as used by Plato
[Polii. 291 c), Ari>totle {Polit. III. xiv. ii. el&o% iiovapx^a-s

^acriAcicT)?), Pliilo Judius (</<.• Circu/ncisio/ie, ^ 2 ; t/e Monarc/tia,
TituL), means "sole government." Compare Tertullian {adc'.

Praxean. c. iii.): "If I have gained any knowledge of either

language, I am sure that Moi-opxia has no other meaning than

'single and individual rule."' Athanasius (de Dccretis Siccetia;

Synodi, § 26) has preserved part of an Epistle of Dionysius, Bishop

of Rome (259—269, A.D.), against the Sabellians : "It will be

natural for me now to speak against those who divide, and cut into

pieces, and destroy that most sacred doctrine of the Church of God,
ihe Monarchia, making it, as it were, three powers and divided

hypostases, and three Godheads ; " {ibid.) :
" It is the doctrineof the

presumptuous Marcion to sever and divide the Monarchia into

three origins (apxa^)." We see here the sense which yiovapx^a-

had acquired in Christian Theology : it meant the " Unity of God,"
as the one principle and origin of all things. " By the Monarchy
is meant the doctrine that the Second and Third Persons in the

Ever-blessed Trinity are ever to be referred in our thoughts to the

First, as the Fountain of Godhead" (Newman, Athanas. de De-
cretis Xic. Syn. § 26, note h). Justin Martyr (Euseb. H-E. IV.

18), and Irena;us (ibid. V. 20), h.id each written a treatise Trcpt

'ili.ovap\la.%. On the history of Monarchianism see, in this Series,

Athanasius, ProlcgoiHcna, p. x.\iii. s/jt;. ^ 2 Cor. i. 3.

3 This clause is omitted in some MSS. Various forms of the

Doxology were adopted in Cyril's time by various parties in the

Church. Thus Thcodoret [Hist. Eccles. II. c. 19) relates that

Leontius, Bishop of Antioch, a.d. 3^8—357, observing that the

Clergy and the Congregation were divided into two parties, the

one using the form "and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost," the

other " through the Son, in the Holy Ghost," used to repeat the

Doxology silently, so that those who were near could hear only
"world without end."
The form which was regarded as the most orthodox, and adopted

in the Liturgies, ran thus : "Glory to the Father, and to the Son.
and to the Holy Ghost, now and ever, and to the ages of the ages."

See Suicer's Thesaurus, AcfoAoyi'u.

VOL. VII. D

' Starry quire
;

' but when any one wishes to

describe them one by one, which is the Morn-
ing-star, and which, the Evening-star, and
which each one of them, he has need of many
words. In like manner again the mind in the

briefest moment compasses earth and sea and
all the bounds of the universe ; but what it

conceives in an instant, it uses many words to

describe +. Yet forcible as is the example I

have mentioned, still it is after all weak and
inadequate. For of God we speak not all we
ought (for that is known to Him only), but so

much as the capacity of human nature has

received, and so much as our weakness can
bear. For we explain not what God is

but candidly confess that we have not exact

knowledge concerning Him. For in what
concerns God to confess our ignorance is

the best knowledge 5. Therefore magnify the

Lord ic'ith me, and let us exalt His iVajne

together^,—all of us in common, for one alone is

powerless ; nay rather, even if we be all united

together, we shall yet not do it as we ought.

I mean not you only who are here present,

but even if all the nurslings of the whole
Church throughout the world, both that which

now is and that which shall be, should meet
together, they would not be able worthily to

sing the praises of their Shepherd.

3. A great and honourable man was Abra-

4 Irenreus II. xxviii. 4 :
" But since God is all mind, all rea.son,

all active Spirit, all light, and always exists as one and the same,

such conditions and divisions (of operation) cannot fittingly be as-

cribed to Him. For our tongue, as being made of tlesh, is not

able to minister to the rapidity of man's sense, because that is

of a spiritual nature ; for which reason our speech is restrained

(suffbcatur) within us, and is not at once expressed as it has been

conceived in the mind, but is uttered by successive efforts, just as

the tongue is able to serve it."

5 Tertullian, Apologeticus, § 17: "That which is infinite is

known only to itself. This it is which gives some notion of God,
while yet i)eyond all our conceptions—our very incapacity of fully

grasping Him affords us the idea of what He really is. He is

presented to our minds in His transcendejit greatness, as at once

known and unknown." Cf. Phil. Jud. de Monarch. I. 4 :
Hooker,

Eccles. Pol. I. ii. 3 : "Whom although to know be life, and joy

to make mention of His name ; yet our soundest knowledge is to

know that we know Him not as He is, neither on know Him. '

<> Ps. xxxiv. 3.
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ham, but only great in comparison with men
;

and when he came before God, then speaking

the truth candidly he saith, / am eatili and
ashesT. He did not say ^ earth, ^ and then

cease, lest he should call himself by the name
of that great clement; but he added ^ and
as/ies,' that he might represent his perishable

and frail nature. Is there anything, he .saith,

smaller or lighter than ashes? For take, saith

he, the comparison of ashes to a house, of

a house to a city, a city to a province, a pro-

vince to the Roman Empire, and the Roman
Empire to the whole earth and all its bounds,

and the whole earth to the heaven in which it

is embosomed ;—the earth, which bears the

same proportion to the heaven as the centre

to the whole circumference of a wheel, for the

earth is no more than this in comparison with

the heaven ^
: consider then that this first

heaven which is seen is less than the second,

and the second than the third, for so far

Scripture has named them, not that they are

only so many, but because it was expedient

for us to know so many only. And when in

thought thou hast surveyed all the heavens,

not yet will even the heavens be able to

praise God as He is, nay, not if they should
resound with a voice louder than thunder.

But if these great vaults of the heavens can-

not worthily sing God's praise, when shall

* earth and ashes,' the smallest and least of

things existing, be able to send up a worthy
hymn of praise to God, or worthily to sjieak

of God, that sitteth upon the circle (yf the earth,

and holdeth the inhabita?its thereof as grass-

hoppers 9.

4. If any man attempt to speak of God, let

him first describe the bounds of the earth.

Thou dwellest on the earth, and tlie limit of

this earth which is thy dwelling thou knowest
not : how then shalt thou be able to form
a worthy thought of its Creator? Thou be-

holdest the stars, but their Maker thou be-

holdest not : count these which are visible,

and then describe Him who is invisible. Who
tcUcth the number of the stars, and calleth

them all by their names '. Violent rains lately

came pouring down upon us, and nearly

destroyed us : number the drops in this city

alone : nay, I say not in the city, but number
the drops on thine own house for one single

hour, if thou canst : but thou canst not.

Learn then thine own weakness ; learn from
this instance the mightiness of God : for lie

1 Gen. xviii. 27.
•* The opinion of Arist.ircluis of Samos, as st.itcil by Arcliimedcs

(Arenarius, p. 320, Oxon), was that the splierc of the fixed stars
was so large, that it bore to the eartli's orbit the same proportion
as a spliere to its centre, or mure correctly (as Archimcdis ex-
plains) the same proportion as the earth's orbit roinid the sun tu

thf earth itself. Compare Cat. xv. 24.

9 l^. xl. 22. ' Ps. cxlvii. 4.

hath numbered the drops of rain ^, v.'hich have

been poured down on all the earth, not only

now but in all time. The sun is a work of

God, which, great though it be, is but a spot

in comparison with the whole heaven ; first

gaze stedfastly ujjon the sun, and then curiously

scan the Lord of the sun. Seek not the things

that are too deep for thee, neither search out the

things that a?'e aboTe thy strength : what is com-

manded thee, think thereupon 3.

5. But some one will say. If the Divine

substance is incomprehensible, why then dost

thou discourse of these things ? vSo then,

because I cannot drink up all the river, am
I not even to take in moderation what is

expedient for me ? Because with eyes so

constituted as mine I cannot take in all the

sun, am I not even to look upon him enough
to satisfy my wants ? Or again, because I

have entered into a great garden, and cannot

eat all the supply of fruits, wouldst thou have

me go away altogether hungry ? I praise and
glorify Him that made us ; for it is a divine

command which saith. Let every breath p}-aise

the Lord''. I am attempting now to glorify

the Lord, but not to describe Him, know-
ing nevertheless that I shall fall short of

glorifying Him worthily, yet deeming it a work
of piety even to attempt it at all. Lor the Lord

Jesus encourageth my weakness, by saying.

No man hath seen God at any time s.

6. What then, some man will say, is it

not written, The little ones' Angels do ahvays
behold theface ofMy Father which is iji heaven^ ?

Yes, but the Angels see God not as He is, but

as fl^r as they themselves are capable. For it

is Jesus Himself who saith, N'ot that any 7nan

hath seen the Father, save He which is of God,

ILe hath seen the Father 7. The Angels therefore

behold as much as they can bear, and Arch-

angels as much as they are able ; and Thrones
and Dominions more than the former, but yet

less than His worthiness : for with the Son
the Holy Ghost alone can rightly behold Him :

for He searcheth all things, and knozccth even the

deeptJtingsofGod^: as indeed the Only-begotten

Son also, with the Holy Ghost, kuoweth the

Father fully : For neither, saith He, knoweth
any man the Father, save the Son, and he to

whom the Son 7C'ill reveal Him 9. For He
fully beholdeth, and, according as each can
bear, revealeth God through the Spirit : since

the Only-begotten Son together with the Holy
Ghost is a partaker of the Father's Godhead.

2 Job xxxvi. 27 : dpiS/jit/Tol it auTui iTTayova iicTov. R.V. For
He draweih ii/> the drops o/ivatcr.

3 Kcclus. iii. 21, 22. 4 Ps. cl. 6.

5 John i. 18. They are the Evangelist's own words.
6 Matt, xviii. 10. 7 John \'\. 46. '" i Cor. ii. 10.

9 Matt. .\i. 27.
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He, who' was begotten knoweth Him wlio

begat; and He Who begat knowetli Him wlio

is begotten. Since Angels then are ignorant

(for to each according to his own capacity

doth the Only-begotten reveal Him through

the Holy Ghost, as we have said), let no
man be ashamed to confess his ignorance.

I am speaking now, as all do on occasion :

but how we speak, we cannot tell : how then

can I declare Him who hath given us speech?
I who have a soul, and cannot tell its distinc-

tive properties, how shall I be able to de-

scribe its Giver?

7. For devotion it suffices us simply to

know that we have a God ; a God who is

One, a living^, an ever-living God; always

like unto Himself^; who has no Father, none
mightier than Himself, no successor to thrust

Him out from His kingdoni : Who in name
is manifold, in power infinite, in substance

uniform*. For though He is called Good,
and Just, and Almighty and Sabaoths, He
is not on that account diverse and various

;

but being one and the same. He sends forth

countless operations of His Godhead, not

exceeding here and deficient there, but being

in all things like unto Himself. Not great

in loving-kindness only, and little in wisdom,
but with wisdom and loving-kindness in

equal power : not seeing in part, and in part

devoid of sight ; but being all eye, and all

ear, and all mind^: not like us perceiving in

part and in part not knowing ; for such a

statement were blasphemous, and unwortliy

of the Divine substance. He foreknoweth

the things that be ; He is Holy, and Almighty,

and excelleth all in goodness, and majesty,

and wisdom: of Whom we can declare neither

beginning, nor form, nor shape. For ye have

neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen

His shape 7, saith Holy Scripture. Wherefore

Moses saith also to the Israelites : And take

ye good heed to your own souls, for ye saw no

similitude^. For if it is wholly impossible to

' The Benedictine and earlier printed texts read 6 yivvt\Bi\<i

[ajrapMS Trpb TUf xpovuiv oxinvi.iov\ '. but the words in brackets are

not found in the best MSS. The false grammar betrays a spurious

insertion, which also interrupts the sense. On the meaning of the

phrase 6 ytfi'rjStis oTraflws, see note on vii. 5 : oii TraSei Trarqp

ytvofxfvo^, ^ Gr. ocra, ael ocra.

3 Iren. II. xiii. 3 :
" He is altogether like and equal to Him-

self; since He is all sense, and all spirit, and all feeling, and all

thouglit, and all reason, and all hearing, and all ear, and all uyc,

and all light, and all a fount of every good,—even as the religious

and pious are wont to speak of God."
4 fxocoetSi). A Platonic word. Phado, 80 D : t<{) ftiv Beiui Kal

a6aya.T0) <cai i/orjTa) icai /xd'oeiSti Kal a.Sia\vTia Kai ael dxravTut';

Kara to. avTO. e;(0>'Ti iavTiZ o/ioioTaTOf eii/ai il/vxqy. See Index,
'"Hypostasis."

3 Iren. II. xxxv. 3: "If any object that in the Hebrew lan-

"uace different expressions occur, such as Sabaoth, Eloe, Adonai,

and all other such terms, striving to prove from these tliat there

are different powers and Gods, let them learn that all expressions

of this kind are titles and announcements of one and the same
Being."

6 See the passages of Irenxus quoted above, S 2 note 4, and 8 7

note 3. 7 John v. 37. 8 Dent. iv. 15.

imagine His likeness, how shall thought come
near His substance ?

8. There have been many imaginations by
many persons, and all have failed. Some
have thought that God is fire : others that He
is, as it were, a man with wings, because of a
true te.\t ill understood. Thou shall hide me
under the sltadoio of Thy wings 9. They forgot

that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten,

speaks in like manner concerning Himself to

Jerusalem, Hoic often would I have gathered

thy children together, even as a hen doth gather

her chickens under her win^s, and yc would
fiot '°. For whereas God's j^rotecting power was
conceived as wings, they failing to understand

this sank down to the level of things human,
and supposed that the Unsearchable exists in

the likeness of man. Some again dared to say

that He has seven eyes, because it is written,

sei'cn eyes of the Lord looking upon the whole

earth '. For if He has but seven eyes surround-

ing Him in part, His seeing is therefore partial

and not perfect : but to say this of God is

blasphemous ; for we must believe that God
is in all things perfect, according to our

Saviour's word, which saith, Your Father in

heaven is perfect ^ .• perfect in sight, perfect in

power, perfect in greatness, perfect in fore-

knowledge, perfect in goodness, perfect in

justice, perfect in loving-kindness : not circum-

scribed in any space, but the Creator of all

space, existing in all, and circumscribed by

none 3. Heaven is His throne, but higher is He
that sitteth thereon : and earth is His footstool^,

but His power reacheth unto things under the

earth.

9. One He is, everywhere present, beholding

all things, perceiving all things, creating all

things through Christ : For all things were

made by Him, and tuithout Him was not

anything made^. A fountain of every good,

abundant and unfailing, a river of blessings, an

eternal light of never-failing splendour, an

insuperable power condescending to our in-

firmities : whose very Name we dare not hear ^

JVilt thou find a footstep of the Lord? saith

Job, or hast thou attained unto the least things

7i'hich the Almighty hath made Ti If the least of

His works are incomprehensible, shall He be

9 Ps. xvii. 8. '° Matt, xxiil. 37.

• Zech. iv. 10. =* Matt. v. 48. _ _

3 Philo Juda;us {Leg. Alleg. I. 14. P- p)- .©^o" Tjap ovSe o

cru'/xTras Kd<r(xo? afioi/ a.v tii) x'^P^'"' ""' ti'Sii'Vijui, "rc' auxos

eavrw r^n-o?. So Sir Is.aac Newton, at the end of the Pnncipi:!,

asserts that God by His eternal and infinite existence constitutes

Time and Space :
" Non est duratio vel spatium, scd durat et

adcst, et cxistendo semper et ubique spatinm et durationem con-

stituit." 4 Is. Ixvi. I. 5 John 1. 3.

6 The sacred name (mH"^) was not pronounced, but Adonai

was substituted.
, .. . , . ^ jt

7 Job xi. 7 (R.V.): Canst thou by searching find out Ooaj

Canst thou find out the Alinl^'hty unto perfiction } Cyril seems

to have understood rd i<Txa.TQ. as " the least," not as ' the utmost.

P 2
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comprehended who made them all ? Eye hath

7!of seen, and ear haih not Jieard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the thi/ii:;s whieh
God hath prepared for them that love Him ^. If

the things which God hath prepared are

incomprehensible to our thoughts, how can we
comprehend with our mind Himself who hath
prepared them ? O the depth of the riches, and
wisdom, a7id knowledge of God I Ho2V nn-

searchahle are His judgments, and His tvays

past finding oufi ! saith the Apostle. If His
judgments and His ways are incomprehensible,

can He Himself be comprehended ?

10. God then being thus great, and yet

greater, (for even were I to change my whole
substance into tongue, I could not speak His
excellence : nay more, not even if all Angels
should assemble, could they ever speak His
worth), God being therefore so great in good-
ness and majesty, man hath yet dared to say to

a stone that he hath graven, Thou art my God ^°!

O monstrous blindness, that from majesty
so great came down so low ! The tree which
was planted by God, and nourished by the

rain, and afterwards burnt and turned into

ashes by the fire,— this is addressed as God,
and the true God is despised. But the

wickedness of idolatry grew yet more prodigal,

and cat, and dog, and Avolf ' were worshipped
instead of God : the man-eating lion ^ also was
worshipped instead of God, the most loving

friend of man. The snake and the serpent 3,

counterfeit of him who thrust us out of

Paradise, were worshipped, and He who
planted Paradise was despised. And I am
ashamed to say, and yet do say it, even onions 4

were worshipped among some. Wine was given
to make glad the heart of man^ : and Dionysus
(Bacchus) was worshipped instead of God.
God made corn by saying. Let the earth bring

forth grass, yielding seed after his kind and after

his likeness ^, that bread may strengthen man's
hcartT : why then was Demeter (Ceres) wor-

8 I Cor. ii. 9. 9 Rom xi. 33. 10 Is. xliv. 17.
• The cat was sacred to the goddess Pasht, called by the

Greeks Buliastis, and identified by Herodotus (ii. 137) with Ar-
temis or Diana. Cats were embalmed after death, and tlieir

mummies are found at various places, but especially at Bubastis
(Ilerod. ii. 67).

" The Dogs are interred in the cities to which they belong:,
in sacred burial-places" {Herod, ii. 67), but chiclly at Cynopolis
("City of Dors") where the dog-headed deity Anubis was wor-
shipped.
Mummies of wolves are found in chambers excavated in the

rocks at Lycopolis, where Osiris was worshipped under the symbol
of a wolf.

2 The lion was held sacred at Lcontopolis (Strabo, xvii. p. 812).
3 " In the neighbourhood of Thebes there are sacred serpents

perfectly barmiess to man. These they bury in the temple of
Zeus, the god to whom they are sacred." {Herod, ii. 74,)
At Epidaurus in Argolis the serpent was held sacred as the

symbol of Acscul.ipius. Clement of Alexandria (Exhort, c. ii.)

gives a fuller list of animals worshipped by various nations. Com-
pare also Cleiiieiit. Recogn. V. 20.

4 Juvenal Snt. xv. 7.

Ulio aeluros, hie piscem fluminis, illic

0))pida tota canem venoinntur, nemo Dianam.
Possum et caepe nefas \ iolare ct frangere niorsu.

5 Ps. civ. 15. 6 Gen. i. u. 7 Ps. civ. 15.

shipped ? Fire cometh forth from striking stones

together even to this day : how then was
Hephaestus (Vulcan) the creator of fire ?

11. Whence came the polytheistic error of

the Greeks ^? God has no body : whence then
the adulteries alleged among those who are by
them called gods ? I say nothing of the tran.':-

formations of Zeus into a swan : I am ashamed
to speak of his transformations into a bull : for

bellowings are unworthy of a god. The god
of the Greeks has been found an adulterer, yet

are they not ashamed : for if he is an adul-

terer let him not be called a god. They tell

also of deaths?, and falls", and thunder-

strokes^ of their gods. Seest thou from how
great a height and how low they have fallen ?

Was it without reason then that the Son of

Ciod came down from heaven ? or was it

that He might heal so great a wound ?

Was it without reason that the Son came ?

or was it in order that the Father might
be acknowledged ? Thou hast learned v.-hat

moved the Only-begotten to come down
from the throne at God's right hand. l"he

Father was despised, the Son must needs
correct the error: for He THROUCiH
WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE
must bring them all as offerings to the Lord
of all. The wound must be healed : for what
could be worse than this disease, that a stone

should be worshipped instead of God ?

Of Heresies.

12. And not among the heathen only did

tlie devil make these assaults ; for many of

those who are falsely called Chri.stians, and
wrongfully addressed by the sweet name of

Christ, have ere now impiously dared to

banish God from His own creation. I mean
the brood of heretics, those most ungodly men

8 The early Creeds of the Eastern Ciuirclies, like that which
Eusebius of Csesarea proposed at Niccea, e.vprcssly declare the
unity of Gud, in opposition both to the heathen Polytheism, and to

the various heresies which introduced two or more Gods. See
below in this Lecture, §§ 12—18 ; and compare Athan. (contra
Genies, § 6, sgg.).

9 Clement of Alexandria (.Exhort, cap. ii. § 37), quotes a pas-

sage from a hymn of Callimachus, implying the death of Zeus

:

'' For even thy tomb, O king,

The Cretans fashioned."
Adonis, or " Thammuz yearly wounded," was said to live and
die in alternate years.

1 By the word "falls" (aTroirTwo-fis) Cyril evidently refers to

the story of Hephaestus, or Vulcan, to which Milton alludes
(Paradise Lost, I. 740):—

" Men call'd him Mulciher, and how he fell

From heaven they fabled, thrown by angry Jove
Sheer o'er the crystal battlements : from morn
To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve,

A summer's day."
2 The "thunder-strokes" refer to "Titan heaven's firstborn,

With his enormous brood" (Par. Lost, I. 510). Cf. Virgil,

Acii. vi. 580 :

—

" Hie genus antiquum Terr,-c, Titania pubes,
Fulmine dejecti funuo volvuntur in imo."

Ibid. V. 585 :—
" Vidi et crudeles dantem Salmone.i pcenas,
Dum flammas Jovis et soniius imitaiur Olympi."

Clem. Alex. (Exhort. II. § 37) :—" Aesculapius lies struck with
lighaiing in the regions c f Cynosuris." Cf. Virg. Aeit. vii. 770 i-J.
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of evil name, pretending to be friends of
Christ but utterly hating Him. For he who
blasphemes tiie Father of the Christ is an
enemy of the Son. These men have dared to

speak of two Ciodheads, one good and one
evil 3 1 O monstrous blindness ! If a Godhead,
then assuredly good. But if not good, wliy

called a Codhead ? For if goodness is an attri-

bute of God ; if loving-kindness, beneficence,

almighty power, are proper to God, then of

two things one, either in calling Him God let

the name and oi)eralion be united ; or if they

would rob Him of His operations, let them
not give Flim the bare name.

13. Heretics have dared to say that there

are two Gods, and of good and evil two
sources, and these unbegotten. If both are

unbegotten it is certain that they are also

equal, and both mighty. How then doth

the light destroy the darkness? And do
they ever exist together, or are they separ-

ated ? Together they cannot be ; for w/iat

fcllo7Vship haih light with darkness ? saith

the Apostle '*. But if they are far from each

other, it is certain that they hold also each his

own place ; and if they hold their own separate

places, we are certainly in the realm of one
God, and certainly worship one God. For
thus we must conclude, even if we assent

to their folly, that we must worship one

God. Let us examine also what they say

of the good God. Hath He power or no
power ? If He hath power, how did evil arise

against His will? And how doth the evil

substance intrude, if He be not willing? For
if He knows but cannot hinder it, they charge

Him with want of power ; but if He has the

power, yet hinders not, they accuse Him of

treachery. Mark too their want of sense. At
one time they say that the Evil One hath no
communion with the good God in the creation

of the world , but at another time they say

that he hath the fourth part only. Also they

say that the good God is the Father of Christ

,

but Christ they call this sun. If, therefore,

according to them, the world was made by the

Evil One, and the sun is in the world, how is

the Son of the Good an unwilling slave in the

kingdom of the Evil ? We bemire ourselves

in speaking of these things, but we do it lest

any of those present should from ignorance

fall into the mire of the heretics. I know
that I have defiled my own mouth and the

3 The theory of two Gods, one good and the other evil, was
held by Cerdo, and Marcion (Hippolytiis, liifut. oiiiniuiii /leer.

VII. cap. 17 : Irensus, III. xxv. 3, quoted in note on Cat. iv. 4).

The Manichecs also held that the Creator of the world was dis-

tinct fn.in the Supreme God (Alexander Lycop. de Manichceorum
Senteniiis, cap. iii.).

4 2 Cor. VI. 14. Cyril's description applies esjiecially to the

heresy of Manes. See § 36, note 3, at the end of this Lecture ;

also Cat. xi. 21. and Cat. xv. 3.

ears of my listeners : yet it is expedient.
For it is much better to hear absurdities
charged against others, than to fall into them
from ignorance : far better that thou know
the mire and hate it, than unawares fall into it.

For the godless system of the heresies is a
road with many branches, and whenever a man
has strayed from the one straight way, then he
fidls down precipices again and again.

14- The inventor of all heresy was Simon
Magus 5 : that Simon, who in the Acts of the
Apostles thought to purchase with money the
unsaleable grace of the Spirit, and heard the
words, TJiou hast neither part nor lot in this

matter^, and the rest : concerning whom also it

is written. They went outfrom us, but they ivere

not of lis; for if they had been of us, they would
have remained 7C'ith us 7. This man, after he
had been cast out by the Apostles, came to

Rome, and gaining over one Helena a harlot ^,

was the first that dared with blasphemous
mouth to say that it was himself who appeared
on Mount Sinai as the Father, and afterwards
appeared among the Jews, not in real flesh

but in seeming?, as Christ Jesus, and afterwards
as the Holy Spirit whom Christ promised to

send as the Paraclete '°. And he so deceived
the City of Rome that Claudius set up his

statue, and wrote bencatl; it, in the language
of the Romans, " Simoni Deo Sancto," which
being interpreted signifies, " To Simon the

Holy God \"

S So Irenajus (I. xxiii. 2) says that " from this Simon of Samaria
all kinds of heresies derive their origin."

'^ Acts viii. 18— 21. 7 I John ii. ig.
8 Ireiia;us(I. xxiii. 2): " Having purchased from Tyre, a city

of Phccnicia, a certain harlot named Helena, he used to carry her
about with him, declaring that this woman was the first conception
of his mind, the mother of all, by whom in the beginning he
conceived in his mind the creation of Angels and Archangels."

9 Cf. Epiphan. (//ares. p. 55, B) :
'' He said that he was the

Son, and had not really suffered, but only in appearance (fioKTJtrei)."
10 IrenaEus(I. .\xiii. i): "He taught that it was himself who

appeared among the Jews as the Son, and descended in Samaria
as the Father, but came to other nations as the Holy Spirit."

Cyril here departs from his authority by substituting Mount
Sinai for Samaria, and thereby falls into error. Simon had first

appeared in Samaria, being a native of Gitton : moreover in claim-
ing to be the Father he meant to set himself far above the inferior

Deily who had given the Law on Sinai, saying that he was " the
highest of all Powers, that is the Father who is over all."

' "Justin Martyr in his first Apology, addressed to .Vntoninus
Pius, writes thus (c. 26): 'There was one Simon a Samaritan,
of the village called Gitton, who in the reign of Claudius Cajsar,

and in your royal city of Rome, did mighty feats of magic by the
art of da;mons worknig in him. He was considered a god, and
as a god was honoured among you with a statue, which statue
was set up in the river Tiber between the two bridges, and bears
this inscription in Latin :

Simoni Deo Sancto ;

which is,

To Simon the Italy God.
"The substance of this story is repeated by Ircn:cus (adv.

//cer. I. xxiii. i), and by 'I'trtuUi.in (Apol. c. 13), who repro.iches

the Romans for installing Simon Magus in their Pantheon, and
giving him a statue and the title ' Holy God.'
" In A.D. 1574, a stone, which had formed the base of a statue,

was dug up on the site described by Justin, the Island in the Tiber,

bearing an inscription
—'Scmoni Sanco Deo Fidio S.icrum, i.'c.'

Hence it has been supposed that Justin mistook a st.itue of the

Sabine (jod, ' Semo Sancus,' for one of Simon M.igus. See the

notes in Otto's Justin .Martyr, and .Sticren's Iren.xus.

"On the other hand Tillemont (Mcmoircs, t. ii. p. 482) maintains

th;it Justin in an Apology addres.sed to the emperor and written

in Rome itself cannot reasonably be supposed to have f.dlcn into
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15. As the delusion was extending, Peter

and Paul, a noble pair, chief rulers of the

Church, arrived and set the error right ^
; and

when the supposed god Simon wished to shew

himself off, they straightway shewed him as a

corpse. For Simon promised to rise aloft to

heaven, and came riding in a dc'emons' chariot

on the air; but the servants of God fell on

their knees, and having shewn that agreement

of which Jesus spake, that Jf two of you shall

agree concerning anything that they shall ask,

it shall be done unto them 3, they launched the

weapon of their concord in prayer against

Magus, and struck him down to the earth.

And marvellous though it was, yet no marvel.

For Peter was there, who carrieth the keys of

heaven 4
: and nothing wonderful, for Paul was

there 5, who was caught up to the third heaven,

and into Paradise, and heard unspeakable words,

which it is not lawful for a man to utter ^.

These brought the supposed God down from

the sky to earth, thence to be taken down to

the regions below the earth. In this man first

the serpent of wickedness appeared; but when
one head had been cut off, the root of wicked-

ness was found again with many heads.

16. For Cerinthus7 made havoc ofthe Church,

and INIenander^, and Carpocrates9, Ebionites'

also, and Marcion ^, that mouthpiece of ungod-

liness. For he who proclaimed different

gods, one the Good, the other the Just,

contradicts the Son when He says, O righteous

so manifest an error. Whichever view we take of Justin's accuracy
concerning the inscription and the statue, there is nothing im-

probable in his statement that Simon Magus was at Rome in the

reign of Claudius." (Extracted by perniiNsion from the Speaker's
Commentary, Introduction to the Bpistle to the Romans, p. 4.)

2 "Justin says not one word about St. Peter's alleged visit

to Rome, and his encounter with Simon Magus." But " JEusebius

in his Ecclesiastical History (c. a.d. 325), quotes Justin Martyr's
story about Simon Magus (E.H. ii. c. 13), and then, without re-

ferring to any authority, goes on to assert (c. 14) that ' immedi-
ately in the same reign of Claudius divine Providence led Peter the

great Apostle to Rome to encounter this great destroyer of life,'

and that he thus brought the light of the Gospel from the East to

the West " (ididcni).

Eusebius probably borrowed this story " from the strange fictions

of the Clementine Recognitions and Homilies, and Apostolic Con-
stitutions." See Recogn. III. 63—65; Horn. I. 15; III. 58;
Apost. Constit. VI. 7, 8, 9. Cyril's account of Simon's death
is taken from the same untrustworthy source?.

3 Matt, xviii. 19. 4 lb. xvi. 19.

5 It is certain that S. Paul was not at Rome at this time. This
story of Simon Magus and his 'fiery car' is told, with variations,

by Arnobius (adv. Centes, II. 12), and in Apost. Constit. VI. 9.
6 2 Cor. xii. 2, 4.

7 Cerinthus taught that the world was not made by the supreme
God, but by a separate Power ignorant of Him. See Irena;us,

Hcer. I. xxvi., Euseb. E.H. iii. 28, with the notes in this Series.
8 Menanderis first mentioned by Justin M. (Apolog. I. cap. 26):

" Menander, also a Samaritan, of the town Capparetaea, a disciple

of Simon, and inspiied by devils, we know to have deceived many
while he was in Antioch by his magical art. He persuaded those
who adhered to him that they should never die." Irena;us

(I. xxiii. 5) adds that Menander announced himself as the Saviour
sent by the Invisibles, and taught that the world was created by
Angels. See also TertuUian (de AnimA, cap. _,o.)

9 Carpocrates, a Platonic philosopher, who taught at Alexandria
(125 A.D. circ), held that the world and all things in it were made
by Angels far inferior to the unbegottcn (unknown) Fatlier (Iren.

I. XXV. I ; TertuUian, Adv. Htrr. cap. 3).

1 Ircnaeus, I. 26 : "Those who are called Ebionitcs agree that

the world was made by God ; but their opinions with respect

to the Lord are like those of Cerinthus and Carpocrates."
2 On Marcion, see note 5, on Cat, iv. 4.

Rtther'i. And he who says again that the

Father is one, and the maker of the world

another, opposes the Son when He says, If
then God so clothes the grass of the field luhich

to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into thefurnace

of firC- ; and, Who inaketh His sun to rise on

the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the

Just and on the unjust^. Here again is a second

inventor of more mischief, this Marcion.

For being confuted by the testimonies from

tlie Old Testament which are quoted in the

New, he was the first who dared to cut those

testimonies out^, and leave the preaching of

the word of faith without witness, thus effacing

the true God : and sought to undermine the

Church's faith, as if there were no heralds

of it.

17. He again was succeeded by another,

Basilides, of evil name, and dangerous cha-

racter, a preacher of impurities 7. The contest

of wickedness was aided also by Valentinus^, a

preacher of thirty gods. The Greeks tell of but

few : and the man who was called—but more
truly was not—a Christian extended the delu-

sion to full thirty. He says, too, that Bythus the

Abyss (for it became him as being an abyss of

wickedness to begin his teaching from the

Abyss) begat Silence, and of Silence begat

the Word. This Bythus was worse than the

Zeus of the Greeks, who was united to his

sister : for Silence was said to be the child of

Bythus. Dost thou see the absurdity invested

with a show of Christianity ? Wait a little,

and thou wilt be shocked at his impiety ; for

he asserts that of this Bythus were begotten

eight Aeons ; and of them, ten ; and of them,

other twelve, male and female. But whence
is the proof of these things ? See their silli-

ness from their fabrications. Whence hast

thou the proof of the thirty Aeons ? Because,

saith he, it is written, that Jesus was baptized,

3 John xvii. 25. 4 Luke xii. 28. 5 Matt. v. 45.
* Marcion accepted only St. Luke's Gospel, and mutilated that

(TertuUian, Adv. Marcion. iv. 2). He thus got rid of the testi-

mony of the Apostles and eye-witnesses, Matthew and John, and
represented the Law and the Gospel as contradictory revelations
of two different Gods. For this Cyril calls him 'a second inventor
of mischief,' Simon Magus (§ 14) being the first.

7 Basilides was earlier than Marcion, being the founder of
a Gnostic sect at Alexandria in the reign of Hadrian (.^.d. 117

—

138). His doctrines are described by Ircnaeus (I. xxvii. 3—7),
and very fully by Hippolytus (Re/ut. omn. Hcrr. VI I. 2— 15).

The charge of teaching licentiousness attaclies rather to the later

followers of I'asilides than to liimself or his son Isidorus (Clem.
Alex. Stromal. III. cap. i). Basilides wrote a Commentary on
the Gospel in 24 books (Excgetica), of which the 23rd is quoted
by Clement of Alexandria (Stromal. IV. cap. 12), and against
which Agrippa Castor wrote a refutation. Origen {//e»i. i. in
Lucain.) says that Basilides wrote a Gospel bearing his own
name. See Routh, Rell. Sacr. I. p. 85 ; \ . p. 106 : Westcott,
PUstory 0/ Canon 0/N. T. iv. § 3.

** "The doctrines of Valcniiiiu^ are described fully by Irenacus
(I. cap. i.), from whom S. Cyril takes this accotmt. " Valentinus,
and Basilides, and Bardesanes, and Harmonius, and those of their
comjiany admit Christ's conception and birth of the Virgin, but
say that God the Word received no addition from the Virgin, but
made a sort of passage through her, as through a tube, and made
Use of a phantom in appearing to men." (Theodoret, Epist. 145.)
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beini^ thirty years old^. But even if He was
baptized when thirty years old, what sort of

demonstration is this from the thirty years ?

Are there then five gods, because He brake
five loaves among five thousand ? Or because

he had twelve Disciples, must there also be
twelve gods ?

1 8. And even this is still little compared with

the impieties which follow. For the last of the

deities being, as he dares to speak, both male
and female, this, he says, is Wisdom '. What
impiety ! Yoxihe Wisdom of God- is Christ His
Only-begotten Son : and he by his doctrine de-

graded the Wisdom of God into a female ele-

ment, and one of thirty, and the last fabrication.

He also says that \\'isdom attempted to behold

the first God, and not bearing His brightness

fell from heaven, and was cast out of her thirtieth

place. Then she groaned, and of her groans

begat the Devil 3, and as she wept over her fall

made of her tears the sea. Mark the impiety.

For of Wisdom how is the Devil begotten, and
of prudence wickedness, or of light darkness?

He says too that the Devil begat others, some
of whom created the world : and that the

Christ came down in order to make mankind
revolt from the Maker of the world.

19. But hear whom they say Christ Jesus to

be, that thou mayest detest them yet more.

For they say that after Wisdom had been cast

down, in order that the number of the thirty

might not be incomplete, the nine and twenty

Aeons contributed each a little part, and
formed the Christ : and they say that He also

is both male and females. Can anything be
more impious than this ? Anything more
wretched? I am describing their delusion to

thee, in order that thou mayest hate them the

more Shun, therefore, their impiety, and do

not even give greeting to^ a man of this kind,

9 Luke iii. 23. ' Ircnseus I. ii. 2. 2 j Qor. i. 24.

3 Irenaius, 1. c, and Hippolytus, wlio gives an cl.^loratc ac-

count of the doctrines of V.ilentinus (L. VI. capp. xvi.—xxxii.),

both represent Sophia, " Wisdom," as giving birth not to Satan,
but to a bhapelcss abortion, wliich was the origin of matter.
According to Irena;us (I. iv. 2), Achamoth, the enihymesis of
Sophia, gave birth to the Demiurge, and "from her tears all that

is of a liqui'l nature was formed."
In Tcrtullian's Treatise against the Valentinians chap, xxii.,

Achamoth is said as by Cyril to have given birth to Satan : but
in chap, xxiii. Satan seems to be identified (or interchanged) with
the Demiurge.

4 The account in Irenaus (I. ii. 6) is rather different: "The
whole Pleroma of the Aeons, with one design and desire, and with

the concurrence of the Christ and tlie Holy Spirit, their Father
also setting the seal of His approv.d on their conduct, brought
together whatever each one had in himself of the greatest beauty
and preciousiiess ; and uniting all these contributions so as skil-

fully to blend the whole, they produced, to the honour and glory of

Bythus, a being of most perfect beauty, the very star of the

Pleroma, and its |,erfect fruit, namely Jesus."
Tertullian, Against the Valentinians, chap. 12, gives a sar-

castic description of this strange doctrine, deriving his facts

(chap. 5) from Justin, Milliades, " Irena;us, that very exact

inquirer into all doctrines," and Proculus.
5 This statement does not agree with Irenaeiis (I. vii. i), wlio

says that the Valentinians represented the Saviour, that is Jesus,

as becoming the bridegroom of Achamoth or Sophia.
6 2 John 10, 11: " Neither bid him God speed" (.\.V.) : "give

him no greeting " (RV).

lest thou have fclloioship 7i<ith the unfruitful
works of darkness T : neither make curious in-

quiries, nor be willing to enter into conversa-
tion with them.

20. Hate all heretics, but especially him
who is rightly named after mania ^, who arose
not long ago in the reign of Probus '>. For the
delusion began full seventy years ago ', and
there are men still living who saw him with
their very eyes. But hate him not for this,

that he lived a short time ago ; but because of
his impious doctrines hate thou the worker
of wickedness, the receptacle of all filth, who
gathered up the mire of every heresy ^ For
aspiring to become pre-eminent among wicked
men, he took the doctrines of all, and ha\ing
combined them into one heresy filled with blas-

phemies and all iniquity, he makes havoc of
the Church, or rather of those outside the
Church, roaming about like a lion and devour-
ing. Heed not their fair speech, nor their

supposed humility : for they are serpents,

a generation of vipers^. Judas too said Hail

!

Master^, even while he was betraying Him.
Heed not their kisses, but beware of their

venom.
21. Now, lest I seem to accuse him without

reason, let me make a digression to tell who
this Manes is, and in part what he teaches : for

all time would fail to describe adequately the

whole of his foul teaching. But for help in

time of 7U'ed5, store up in thy memory what I

have said to former hearers, and will repeat to

those now present, that they who know not

may learn, and they who know may be
reminded. Manes is not of Christian origin,

God forbid ! nor was he like Simon cast out of

the Church, neither himself nor the teachers

who were before him. For he steals other

men's wickedness, and makes their wickedness

his own : but how and in what manner thou

must hear.

22. There was in Egypt one Scythianus^, a

7 )',])llCS. v. II.

^ Kusebius in liis brief notice of the Manichean hcic.'-\ (//ist.

Eccles. vii. 31) plays, like S. Cyril, upon tlie name Manes .is well

suited to a madman.
9 Marcus Aurclius Probus, Emperor A.D. 276—282, from being

an obscure Illyrian soldier came to be universally esteemed the
best and noisiest of the Roman Emperors.

1 Routh (A*. S. V. p. 12) comes to the conclusion that the

famous disputation between Manes and Archelaus took place

between July and December, A.D. 277. Acfcoidingly these Lec-
tures, being " full 70 years" later, could not have been delivered

before the Spring of a.d. 348.
2 Leo the (jreat (iScriii. xv. cap. 4) speaks of the madness of

the later Manichees as including all errors and impieties: "all

profanity of Paganism, all blindness of the carnal Jews, the illicit

secrets of the magic art, the sacrilege and blasphemy of all

heresies, flowed together in that sect as into a sort of cess pool

of all fdth." Leo summoned those whom they calli.d the " elect,"

both men and women, before an assembly of I'ishoi)S and Pres-

byters, and obtained from these witnesses a full account «{ the

execrable practices of the sect, in which, as he declares, " jhcir law

is lying, their religion the devil, their sacrifice obscenity."

3 ftiatt. iii. 7. •» lb. xxvi. 49. 5 Heb. iv. 16.

6 Cyril takes his account of Manes from the "Ada Archelai

ct Manetis Disputationis," of which Routh has edited the Latin
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Saracen 7 by birth, having nothing in common
either with Judaism or with Christianity. I'his

man, who dwelt at Alexandria and imitated

the life of Aristotle ^, composed four books 9,

one called a Gospel which had not the acts of

Christ, but the mere name only, and one other

called the book of Chapters, and a third of
Mysteries, and a fourth, which they circulate

now, the Treasure '. This man had a disciple,

Terebinthus by name. But when Scythianus
purposed to come into Juda?a, and make havoc
of the land, the Lord smote him with a deadly

disease, and stayed the pestilence^.

23. But Terebinthus, his disciple in this

wicked error, inherited his money and books
and heresy 3, and came to Palestine, and be-

coming known and condemned in Judsea^ he
resolved to pass into Persia : but lest he
should be recognised there also by his name,
he changed it and called himself Buddas s.

However, he found adversaries there also in

the priests of Mithras ^
: and being confuted in

the discussion of many arguments and con-

troversies, and at last hard pressed, he took
refuge with a certain widow. Then having

gone up on the housetop, and summoned the

dgemons of the air, whom the Manichees to

this day invoke over their abominable cere-

mony of the fig 7, he was smitten of God, and
cast down from the housetop, and expired :

and so the second beast was cut off.

24. The books, however, which were the

records of his impiety, remained ; and both
these and his money the widow inherited.

And having neither kinsman nor any other

translation, together with the Fragments of the Greek preserved
by Cyril in this Lecture and by Epiphanius. There is an English
translation of the whole in Clark's "Ante-Nicene Christian Li-
brary."

7 The Saracens are mentioned by both Pliny and Ptolemy.
See V/c(. 0/Greek and Roman Geograplty.

8 There is no mention of Aristotle in the Acta Archelni, but
Scythianus is stated (cap. li.) to have founded the sect in the
time of the Apostles, and to have derived his duality of Gods
from Pythagoras, and to have learned the wisdom of the Egyp-
tians.

9 These four books are stated by .^rchelaus {Acta, cap. Hi.),

to have been written for Manes by his disciple Terebinthus.
' In allusion to this name the history of the Disputation is

called (Acta, cap. i.) *" The true Treasure."
2 The true reading of this sentence, jrpoatpou^ieroi/ tov Sku-

Bio-vov, instead of t'ov Trpoeiprnxevov 2k., has been restored by
Cleopas from the MS. in the Archiepiscopal library at Jerusalem.
This reading agrees with the statement in Acta A/c/n-t. cap. li. :

"Scythianus thought of making an excursion into Jud.xa, with
the purpose of meeting all those who had a reputation there as
teachers ; but it came to pass that he suddenly departed this life,

without liaving been ^ble to make any piogress."
3 Tliis statement agrees with the reading of the Vatican MS.

of the Acta Archelai, " omnibus qua;cunque ejus fuerunt congre-
gatis."

4 In the Acta there is no mention of Palestine, but only that
he " set out for Babylonia, a province which is now held by the
Persians."

5 Clem. Alex. {Strom, i. 15): "Some also of the Indians obey
the precepts of lioutta, and honour him as a god for his e.vtra-

ordinary sanctity."
^ Cf. Acta Arch. cap. lii. : "A certain Parens, however,

a prophet, and Labdacus, son of Mithras, charged him with
falsehood." On the naiucs Parous and Labdacus, see Diet. C/ir.

Bioi;r., " liarcabb.is," and on the Magian worship of the Sun-god
Mitln-as, sec Kawlinson {Hcrodot. Vol. I. p. 42C).

7 See below, § 3j.

friend, she determined to buy with the money
a boy named Cubricus ^

: him she adopted
and educated as a son in the learning

of the Persians, and thus sharpened an evil

weapon against mankind. So Cubricus, the

vile slave, grew up in the midst of ])hilo-

sophers, and on the death of the widow
inherited both the books and the money.
Then, lest the name of slavery might be a
reproach, instead of Cubricus he called him-
self Manes, which in the language of the

Persians signifies discourse^. For as he thought
himself something of a disputant, he surnamed
himself Manes, as it were an excellent master
of discourse. But though he contrived for

himself an honourable title according to the

language of the Persians, yet the providence of
God caused him to become a self accuser even
against his will, that through thinking to

honour himself in Persia, he might proclaim
himself among the Greeks by name a maniac.

25. He dared too to say that he was the

Paraclete, though it is written. But whoso-

ever shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost,

hath 710 forgiveness'^. He committed bla.s-

phemy therefore by saying that he was the

Holy Ghost : let him that communicates
with those heretics see with whom he is en-

rolling himself. The slave shook the world,

since by three things the earth is shaken, atid

the fourth it cannot bear,—if a slave become a
king''. Having come into public he now began
to promise things above man's power. The
son of the King of the Persians was sick, and
a multitude of physicians were in attendance :

but Manes promised, as if he were a godly
man, to cure him by prayer. With the de-

parture of the physicians, the life of the child

departed: and the man's impiety was detected.

So the would-be philosopher was a prisoner,

being cast into prison not for reproving the

king in the cause of truth, not for destroying

the idols, but for promising to save and lying,

or rather, if the truth must be told, for com-
mitting murder. For the child who might
have been saved by medical treatment, was
murdered by this man's driving away the

physicians, and killing him by want of treat-

ment.

26. Now as there are very many wicked
things which I tell thee of him, remember first

his blasphemy, secondly his slavery (not that

slavery is a disgrace, but that his pretending

to be free-born, when he was a slave, was
wicked), thirdly, the falsehood of his promise,

fourthly, the murder of the child, and fifihly,

8 Cf. Acta Arch. Cap. Lii. " .\ b>)y about .sevon years old,

n.'imed Corbicius."
9 See a difierent account in Diet. Chr. Biogr., " Manes."
• Mark iii. 29. 2 Prov. .\.\.\. 21, zj.
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the disgrace of tlie imprisonment. And there

was not only the disgrace of the prison, but

also the flight from prison. For he who called

himself the Paraclete and champion of the

truth, ran away: he was no successor of Jesus,

who readily went to the CrOoS, but this man
was the reverse, a runaway. Moreover, the

King of the Persians ordered the keepers of

the prison to be executed : so IMancs was the

cause of the child's death through his vain

boasting, and of the gaolers' death through his

flight. Ought then he, who shared the guilt

of murder, to be worshipped ? Ought he not

to have followed the example of Jesus, and
said, If yo. seek Me, let these go their ivay'^'l

Ought he not to have said, like Jonas, Take
}ne, and cast me into the sea : for this storm is

because of me* ?

27. He escapes from the prison, and comes
into Mesopotamia: but there Bishop Archelaus,

a shield of righteousness, encounters him J
:

and having accused him before philosophers as

juilges, and having assembled an audience

of Gentiles, lest if Christians gave judgment,
the judges might be thought to shew favour,

—

Tell us what thou preachest, said Archelaus

to Manes. And he, whose mouth was as an
open sepulchre^, began first with blasphemy
against the Maker of all things, saying, The Cod
of the Old Testament is the author of evils,

as He says of Himself, I am a consumingfireT.
But the wise Archelaus undermined his blas-

phemous argument by saying, " If the God of

the Old Testament, as thou sayest, calls Him-
self a fire, whose Son is He who saith, I came
to sendfire on the earth ^ ? If thou findest fault

with Him who saith, The Lord ki//eth, and
7naketh alive 9, why dost thou honour Peter, who
raised up Tabitha, but struck Sapphira dead?
If again thou findest fault, because He pre-

pared fire, wherefore dost thou not find fault

with Him who saith, Depart from Me into

everlastingfire^ ? If thou findest fault with Him
who saith, / am God that make peace, and create

evil"", explain how Jesus saith, / came not to

send peace but a sword^. Since both speak

alike, of two things one, eidier both are good,

because of their agreement, or if Jesus is

blameless in so speaking, why blamest thou

Him that saith the like in the Old Testa-

ment?"
28. Then Manes answers him :

" And what

sort of God causes blindness? For it is Paul
who saith, /// 'whom the God of this world hath
blinded the minds of them that believe not, lest

the light of the Gospel should shine unto them +."

But Archelaus made a good retort, saying,
" Read a little before : Bui if our Gospel is

veiled, it is veiled in them that are perishing^.

Seest thou that in them that are perishing it

is veiled? For it is not right to give the things

lohich are holy unto the dogs^. Again, Is it

only the God of the Old Testament that hath

blinded the minds of them that believe not?

Hath not Jesus Himself said. Tor this cause

speak I unto them in parables, that seeing

they may not see^ 1 Was it from hating them
that He wished them not to see ? Or because

of their unworthiness, since their eyes they had
closed^. For where there is wilful wickedness,

there is also a withholding of grace: for to him
that hath shall be given; but from him that

hath not shall be taken even that which he

seemeth to have 9.

29. " But if some are right in their interpre-

tation, we must say as follows ' (for it is no
unworthy expression)—If indeed He blinded

the thoughts of them that believe not, he

blinded them for a good purpose, that they

might look with new sight on what is good.

For he said not, He blinded their soul, but,

the thoughts of them that believe nof^. And the

meaning is something of this kind :
' Blind the

lewd thoughts of the lewd, and the man is

.saved : blind the grasping and rapacious

thought of the robber, and the man is saved.'

But wilt thou not understand it thus ? Then
there is yet another inter[)retation. The sun

also blinds those whose sight is dim : and they

whose eyes are diseased are hurt by the light

and blinded. Not that the sun's nature is to

blind, but that the substance of the eyes is

incapable of seeing. In like manner un-

believers being diseased in their heart cannot

look upon the radiance of the Godhead. Nor
hath he said, ' Pie hath blinded their thoughts,

that they should not hear the Gospel
:

' but,

that the light of the glory of the Gospel of our

LordJesus Chriit should not shine unto them.

For to hear the Gospel is permitted to all : but

the glory of the Gospel is reserved for Christ's

S 2 Cor. iv. 3.

3 John xviii. 8. • Jonah i. 12.

5 The account of the discussion in this and the two following

chapters is not now found in the Latin Version of the " Dis-

putation," but is regarded by Dr. Routh as having been derived

by Cyril from some different copies of the Greek. The last para-

graph of § 29, "These mysteries, &c.," is evidently a caution

addressed to tlie hearers by Cyril himself (Routh, KeU. Sac, V.

199).
6 Ps. V. 9. 7 Deut. iv. 24. 8 Luke mi. 49.

9 I Sam. ii. 6. » Matt. xxv. 41. * Is. xlv. 7.

3 Matt. X. 34.

4 2 Cor. iv. 4, voriiJ.a.ra,
" thoughts."

6 jMatt. vii. 6. ,.

7 Matt. xiii. 13. Both A.V. and R.V. follow the better reading

.

"because seeing they see not, iVc."

8 Matt. xiii. 15. 9 lb. xxv. 29 : Luke viu. 18.

1 Instead of the reading of the Benedictine and earlier eUitioiis,

el 5e 6et (cai us Tiffs f^riyovvTai ToOro (It'iIi', the MS.S. Roe and

Casaubon combine «ei Kai us into the one word £i)caius, wliicti is

probably the right reading. Something, however, is still waiitetl

to complete the construction, and I'ctrus Siculus (circ. A.o. 870)

who quotes the passage in his History of the Mantdiccs, l>olU y

conjectures «Vti /cai oirus f.\TTi\v. A simpler emendation wouM

be—ei 6e fiKaius Tii-cs e'SrjyoCrrat, «ci TOUTO C4n-tii'---\vlucn Doui

completes the consMuction and explains the reading «et (cai us.

2 coJi/oKiTa, 2 Cor. iv. 4.
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true cliilclren only. Therefore the Lord spake
in parables to those who could not hear 3 ; but

to the Disciples he explained the parables in

private + : for the brightness of the glory is for

those who have been enlightened, the blinding

for them that believe not," These mysteries,

which the Church now explains to thee who
art passing out of the class of Catechumens, it

is not the custom to explain to heathen. For
to a heathen we do not explain the mysteries

concerning leather. Son, and Holy Cihost, nor
before Cntcchumens do we speak plainly of

the mysteries : but many things we often speak
in a veiled way, that the believers who know
may understand, and they who know not may
get no hurt 5.

30. By such and many other arguments the

serpent was overthrown : thus did Archelaus
wrestle with Manes and threw him. Again,

he who had fled from prison flees from this

place also : and having run away from his

antagonist, he comes to a very poor village,

like the serpent in Paradise when he left Adam
and came to Eve. But the good shepherd
Archelaus taking forethought for his sheep,

when he heard of his flight, straightway hast-

ened with all speed in search of the wolf
And when Manes suddenly saw his adversary,

he rushed out and fled : it was however his

last flight. For the officers of the King of

Persia searched everywhere, and caught the

fugitive : and the sentence, which he ought to

have received in the presence of Archelaus,

is passed upon him by the king's officers. This
Manes, whom his own disciples Avorship, is ar-

rested and brought before the king. The king

reproached him with his falsehood and his flight

:

poured scorn upon his slavish condition,

avenged the murder of his child, and con-

demned him also for the murder of the

gaolers : he commands him to be flayed after

the Persian fashion. And while the rest

of his body was given over for food of wild

beasts, his skin, the receptacle of his vile

mind, was hung up before the gates like a

sack^. He that called himself the Paraclete

and professed to know the future, knew not his

own flight and capture.

31. This man has had three disciples,

Thomas, and Baddas, and Hermas. T^et none
read the (jospel according to Thomas ^ : for it is

the work not of one of the twelve Apostles, but

3 M.itt. xili. 13. 4 Mark iv. 34.
5 Sec the note at the end of the Pioeateclicsis.
* iJisput. S 55- Compare the account of Manes in Socrates,

Ecclcs. Hist. I. 22, in tliis series.

7 Tlie Gospel of Tliomas, an account of the Childhood of Jcsiis,
is extant in three forms, two in Gicck and one in l.atin : these arc
all translated in Clark's Ante-Nicene Library. The woik is

^vrongly attributed by Cyril to a discii>le of M.uies, being men-
tioned long before by HippL>\ylUi(A'c//tia/it>u o/alUIercsii's, V. 2)
and by Origen (IIoiii. i. in Lucaiii): "There is extant also the
Gospel according to Thomas."

of one of the three wicked disciples of Manes.
Let none associate with the soul-destroying

Manicheans, who by decoctions of chaff coun-
terfeit the sad look of fasting, who speak evil

of the Creator of meats, and greedily devour
the daintiest, who teach that the man who
plucks up this or that herb is changed into it.

For if he who crops herbs or any vegetable is

changed into the same, into how many will

husbandmen and the tribe of gardeners be
changed ^ ? The gardener, as we see, has used
his sickle against so many : into which then is

he changed ? Verily their doctrines are

ridiculous, and fraught with their own con-

demnation and shame! The same man, being
the shepherd of a flock, both sacrifices a sheep
and kills a wolf Into what then is he
changed ? Many men both net fishes and
lime birds : into which then are they trans-

formed ?

3.?. Let those children of sloth, the Mani-
cheans, make answei ; who without labouring

themselves eat up the labourers' fruits : who
welcome with smiling faces those who bring

them their food, and return curses instead of

blessings. For when a simple person brings

them anything, " Stand outside a while," saith

he, ''and I will bless thee." Then having
taken the bread into his hands (as those who
have repented and left them have confessed),
" I did not make thee," says the Manichee to

the bread : and sends up curses against the

Most High ; and curses him that made it, and
so eats what was made 9. If thou hatest the

food, why didst thou look with smiling

countenance on him that brought it to thee ?

If thou art thankful to the bringer, why dost

thou utter thy blasphemy to God, who created

and made it ? So again he says, " I sowed
thee not : may he be sown who sowed thee 1

I reaped thee not with a sickle : may he be
reaped who reaped thee ! I baked thee not
with fire : may he be baked who baked thee

!

"

A fine return for the kindness !

33. These are great faults, but still small in

comparison with the rest. Their Baptism I

dare not describe before men and women '.

I dare not say what they distribute to their

wretched communicants ^. . . . Truly we pollute

8 In the l)i^i)Utali.Mi, § g, Turbo describes those transforma-
tions :

" Reapers must be transformed into hay, or beans, or
barley, or corn, or vegetables, that they may be reaped and cut.
Again if any one eats bread, he must become bread, and be eaten.
If one kills a chicken, he will be a chicken himself. If one kills

a mouse, he also will be a mouse."
9 See Turbo's ci.)nfe>sion, Dispnt. §9: "And when they are

going to eat bread, they fir.st pray, spi^aking thus to the bread :

' 1 neither reaped thee, nor ground thee, nor kneaded thee, nor
cast thee into the oven : but another did these things, and brought
thee to me, and I am not to blame for eating thee.' And when he
has said this to himself, he says to the Catechumen, ' I have
prayed for thee,' and so he goes away."

I On the rites of Baptism and Eucharist employed by the
Manichees, see Diet. Chr. Biogr. , Manicheans.

- The original runs: Ov ro^fxia ecTreir, Ti'it e/u/3oTrorTcs tt\v
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our mouth in speaking of these things. Are
the heathen more detestable than these ? Are
the SamaritiHis more wretched ? Are Jews
more impious ? Are fornicators more impure 3?

But the Manichce sets these ofterings in the

midst of the aUar as he consitlers it *. And
dost thou, O man, receive instruction from

such a mouth ? On meeting this man dost thou

greet him at all with a kiss ? To say nothing

of his other impiety, dost thou not flee from

the defilement, and from men worse than pro-

fligates, more detestable than any prostitute?

34. Of these things the Church admonishes
and teaches thee, and touches mire, that thou

mayest not be bemired : she tells of the

wounds, that thou mayest not be woumled.
But for thee it is enough merely to know
them : abstain from learning by experience.

God thunders, and we all tremble ; and they

blaspheme. God lightens, and we all bow
down to the earth ; and they have their

blasphemous sayings about the heavens 5.

These things are written in the books of the

Manichees. These things we ourselves have

read, because we could not believe those who
told of them : yes, for the sake of your salvation

we have closely inquired into their perdition.

35. But may the Lord deliver us from such

delusion : and may there be given to you a

hatred against the serpent, that as they lie in

wait for the heel, so you may trample on their

head. Remember ye what I say. What
agreement can there be between our state

and theirs ? JV/iat coinmimion hath light with

darkness ^1 What hath the majesty of the

Church to do with the abomination of the

\tixi.ta, Si.S6a(Ti, Tois aflAi'ois. Sia (rvcr<Ti^fi.u>v Se iiovov SriKovcrBia

au6pei yap tol tv tois ivviTvia<TtiOi% ivdvfi.iiaOuiui.v, Kal yvvacxes ra
iv d(^t5pots. MiatVo/x€i' (zAtj^u.? to crrd/Aa k.t.A.

3 'O fikv yap iropitucras, Trpb? ixiau uipav S eiriSviMCav reXei ttji'

wpa$iv' KarayivuicrKuiv Si riji TTpd^eioi (us /iiai'fleis oiSe AouTpoO
eirtSeofxefOS, icai yivuKTKCL t^s Trpdjeus to ixvaapov. 'O ie Man-
;(aro9 OvatadrripCov liiaov, oi voixi^ei,, tCSijcti, Tavra, (col maivd
Kai TO (TTOfia ical tt)»' yAwTTai'. Trapd toioutou (XTOfiaTOS, d>'0pa>7re

K.T.A.

4 oJ fOfxi'^ct. The Manichees boasted of their superiority to

the I'agans in not worshipping God with altars, temples, images,
victims, or incense (August, contra Faustuin XX. cap. 15). Yet
they used the names, as Augustine affirms {I.e. cap. 18) :

" Never-
theless I wish you would tell me why you call all those things
which you approve in your own case by these names, temple, altar,

sacrifice."

5 Kajceii/oi jrept ovpavmv to? 5u<Ti^r)M0us €XOV<Tt y\ii<T<Ta.%.

'IrjcroOs Atyci n-ep't toO TroTpb? avToii, 'Otrris toi- jjAioi' avTOV
dfaTcAAei €!rl Stxaiovi (cal aiiicous, Kal Ppexd CTri irofT^pov'; (cat

ayadovs. Ka/cetrot XeyovaiVy otl ot V€To"t €^ epojrtKTJs /xaft'a? yi-

VOVTai., Kal ToA/itt>(7t Af'yeii', OTi tari tis TrapSeVos eV ovpavii eOnSJjs
^CTOL vtawi^TKOV tvetfiouy, Kai Kara tt/i/ twi/ Kn/iTjAoji' i) Aukwc Kaipov^

tovs Til? aiixxpaf ivt.dvit.ias Kaipuv% «X^ii', xai Kara. Tiji' ToO \eiiJ.ii-

I'os Kaipov, fiaviuiliiii auToi/ (TTiTpix^^" '^V TtapQivui, Ka'i Trji/ ixiv

4>ivyi.i.v «^ao"t, lov fie e7rtTpc'x€tf , ctTa iirnpixovTa ifipoOt', dirb

ti Toiv ihpoiTbiv avTOv eli'ai. toi/ ueToc. Tai/Ta yiypamai iv TOts
riov Manxaiu)!/ ^i^Atois' TaCra :^fAeis aviyvioy^^v, k.t.A.

' 2 Cor. vi. 14.

Manichees? Here is order, here is discipline 7,

here is majesty, here is purity : here even to look
upon a 7voinan to lust after her^ is condem-
nation. Here is marriage with sanctity 9, here
stedfast continence, here virginity in honour
like unto the Angels : here partaking of food
with thanksgiving, here gratitude to the Creator
of the world. Here the Father of Christ is

worshipped : here arc taught fear and trem-
bling before Him who sends the rain : here we
ascribe glory to Him who makes the thunder
and the liglitninc:.

36. Make thou thy fold witli the sheep : (lee

from the wolves : depart not from the Church.
Hate those also who have ever been suspected
in such matters : and unless in time thou
perceive their repentance, do not rashly trust

thyself among them. The truth of the Unity
of God has been delivered to thee : learn

to distinguish the pastures of doctrine. Be an
approved banker', holding fast that lohich is

good, abstainingfrom every form of evil ^. Or if

thou hast ever been such as they, recognise

and hate thy delusion. For there is a way of

salvation, if thou reject the vomit, if thou from

thy heart detest it, if thou depart from them,

not with thy lips only, but with thy soul also :

if thou worship the Father of Christ, the God
of the Law and the Prophets, if thou acknow-

ledge the Good and the Just to be one and the

same God 3. And may He preserve you all,

guarding you from faUing or stumbling, stab-

lished in the Faith, in Christ Jesus our Lord,

to Whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

7 Gr. eVio-Tij/xi). See note on Introductory Lect. § 4.

8 Matt. V. 28.

9 o-ejii/oTaTos is the reading of the chief MSS. But the printed

editions have o-f/icoTTjTO?, comparing it with such phr.ises .is tXTOfxa

ad(6rriTos (vi. 15), and lierduoia tt)? trwTTjpi'as (xiv. 17).

' This saying is ([noted three limes in the Clementine Homilies

as spoken by our Lord. Sec Hom. II. § 51 ; III. § 50 ; XVIII.
§20: " Every man who wishes to be saved must become, as the

Teacher said, a judge of the books written to try us. For thus He
spake : Become experienced bankers. Now the need of bankers

arises from the circumstance that the spurious is mixed up with

the genuine."
On the same saying, tiuoted as Scripture in the Apostolic Con-

stitutions (II. § 36), Cotelerius suggests that in oral tr.idition,

or in some Apocryphal book, the proverb was said to come from

the Old Testament, and was added by some transcriljer as a gloss

in the margin of iMatt. xxv. 27, or Luke xix. 23. Dionysius of

Alexandria, Epist. Vll., speaks of "the Apostolic word, which

thus urges all who are endowed with greater virtue, ' Kc ye skillul

money-changers,'" referring apparently as here to 1 Thcss. v. 21,

22, "try all things, &c." (.Sec Euseb. E.U. VII. ch. 6 m this

series: Suiccr. Thesaurus, TpaTrefirr)? : and Resch. {Agyaf/ia,

PP- 233—239-)
2 I Thcss. v. 21, 22.

3 Compare § 13 of this Lecture, where Cyril seems to rcter

especially to the her.sy of Manes, as described in the J)isJ>i,t„lio

Archclai, cap. 6 : "If you are de>irous of being instructed in the

faith of .Manes, hear it l,riclly from me. That man worships two

gods, unbegottcn, self-ori-inate, eternal, opposed one to the otiier.

The one he rep^e^ents a^good, and the other as evil, naming the

one Light, and the other Darkness."



LECTURE VII.

The Father.

Ephesians iii. 14, 15.

For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father, . . . of ivhoin allfatherhood in heaven afid

earth is tiamed, ci^c.

1. Of God as the sole Principle we have
said enough to you yesterday^ : by "enough"
I mean, not what is worthy of the subject, (for

to reach that is utterly impossible to mortal
nature), but as much as was granted to our
infirmity. I traversed also the bye-paths of

the manifold error of the godless heretics :

but now let us shake off their foul and soul-

poisoning doctrine, and remembering what
relates to them, not to our own hurt, but to

our greater detestation of them, let us come
back to ourselves, and receive the saving doc-
trines of the true Faith, connecting the dignity

of Fatherhood with that of the Unity, and be-

lieving IN One God the Father : for we must
not only believe in one God ; but this also let

us devoutly receive, that He is the Father
of the Only-begotten, our Lord Jesus Christ.

2. For thus shall we raise our thoughts
higher than the Jews-, who admit indeed by
their doctrines that there is One God, (for

what if they often denied even this by their

idolatries ?) ; but that He is also the Father of

our Lord Jesus Christ, they admit not ; being
of a contrary mind to their own Prophets, who
in the Divine Scriptures affirm. The Lord said

unto jne, Thou art My Son, this day have I be-

gotten thee^. And to this day they rage and
gather themselves together against the Lord,
and against His Anointed'', thinking that it is

jjossible to be made friends of the Father
apart from devotion towards the Son, being ig-

norant that no man comcth unto the Father but
by 5 the Son, wlio saith, / am the Door, and
y am the JVay^. He therefore that refuseth
the Way which leadeth to the Father, and he
that dcnicth the Door, how shall he be deemed

' Sec Lei.tine VI. i, and 5.
2 " In Athajiasius, Qiurstio i. ad Antinc/uiiit, torn. II. p. 331,

Monaixhia is opposed lo I'olytlicism :
' If we worship One God, it

is manifest that we agree with the Jews in lielicviug in a I\lon-
archia : hnt if we worsliip three gods, it is evident that wc follow
the Greeks by introducing Polytheism, instead of piously wor-
shipping One Only God.'" (Siiicer, Tkcsaiirns, Moi/apxi'a.)

3 Ps. ii. 7. 4 lb. ii. 2. 5 JoKu xiv. 6. 6 \\,_ ^_ g

worthy of entrance unto God? They contra-

dict also what is written in the eighty-eighth

Psalm, LLe shall call Me, Thou art my Father,

my God, and the helper of my salvation. And
L ivill make him my first-born, high among the

kings of the earthT. For if they should insist

that these things are said of David or Solomon
or any of their successors, let them shew how
the throne of him, who is in their judgment
described in the prophecy, is as the days of
heaven, and as the sun before God, and as the

moon established for evcr^. And how is it also

that they are not abashed at that which is

written, From the womb before the morning-star

have L begotten thee 9 .• also this, LLe shall efidure

with the sun, and before the moon, from genera-

tion to generation ^ To refer these passages to

a man is a proof of utter and extreme insen-

sibility.

3. Let the Jews, however, since they so

will, suffer their usual disorder of unbelief, both

in these and the like statements. But let us

adopt the godly doctrine of our Faith, worship-

ping one God the Father of the Christ, (for to

deprive Him, who grants to all the gift of gene-

ration, of the like dignity would be impious)

:

and let us eelieve in One God the Fathek,
in order that, before we touch upon our teach-

ing concerning Christ, the faith concerning the

Only-begotten may be implanted in the soul

of the hearers, without being at all interrupted

by the intervening doctrines concerning the

Father.

4. For the name of the Father, with the

very utterance of the title, suggests the

thought of the Son : as in like manner one
who names the Son thinks straightway of the

Father also ^. For if a Father, He is certainly

7 Ps. Ixxxix. 26, ^7. 8 »»vv. 29. 36, 37.
9 Ps. ex. 3: " I'loin the womb of the morning thou hast the

dew of thy youth" (R. v.). ' Ps. Ixxii. 5.
= Compare Athanasius {dc Sciitentiii Dionysii, I 17) :

" Each
of the names I have mentioned is inseparable and indivisible from
that next to it. I spoke of the Father, and before bringing in the
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the Father of a Son ; and if a Son, certainly

the Son of a Father. Lest therefore from our
speaking thus, in One God, the Father Al-
MiGHTv, Maker of heaven and earth, and
OF ALL things visir.LE AND iNVisiiiLK, and from
our then adding this also, and in One Lord
Jesus Christ, any one should irreverently sup-

pose that the Only-begotten is second in rank
to heaven and earth,—for this reason before

naming them we named God the Father,
that in thinking of the Father we might at the

same time think also of the Son : for between
the Son and the Father no being whatever
comes.

5. God then is in an improper sensed the

Father of many, but by nature and in truth

of One only, the Only-begotten Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ; not having attained in course

of time to being a Father, but being ever the

Father of the Only-begotten •*. Not tliat being

without a Son before, He has since by change
of purpose become a Father : but before every

substance and every intelligence, before times

and all ages, God hath the dignity of Father,

magnifying Himself in this more than in His
other dignities ; and having become a Father,

not by passion 5, or union, not in ignorance, not

by effluence ^, not by diminution, not by altera-

tion, for every good gift and every perfect gift is

from above, coming down from the Father of
lights, with ivhoin can be no variation, neither

shado70 of turningT. Perfect Father, He begat

a perfect Son, and delivered all things to Him
who is begotten : (for all things, He saith, are

delivered unto Me of My Father^:) and is

honoured by the Only-begotten: iox, I honour

My Father "i, saith the Son ; and again, iizr;/ as

I have kept My Father's commaiidments, and

Son, I designated Him also in the Father. I brought in the Son,
and even if I had not previously mentioned the Father, in any
wise He would have been presupposed in the Son."

3 KaTaxplTTixiIiy. A technical term in Grammar, applied to

the use of a word in a derived or metaphorical sense. Sec Aris-

totle's description of the various kinds of metaphor. Poet. § xxi.

7— 16. The opposite to KaraxpijcrTKCu? is Kupia)9, as used in

a parallel p.-xssage by Athanasius, Oratio i. contra Arianos, § 21

fin. " It belongs to the Godhead alone, that the Father is properly
(icupi'ws) Father, and the Son properly Son."

4 "And in Them, and Them only, does it hold, that the
Father is ever Father, and the Son ever .Son." (K\.\\'3.r\., as nhofe.)

5 Compare vi. 6 : 6 vei'i^Seis drraflus. The importance at-

tached to the assertion of a "passionless generation" arose from
the objections offered by Eusebius of Nicomedia and others to

the word 'ay.oovaio'i when proposed by Constantine at Nic.xa.

We learn from Eusebius of Catsarea [Epist. ad sute paraecite

hiiiiines, § 4) that the Emperor himself explained that the word
wa.s used "not in the sense of the affections (n-afl))) of bodies,"

bec.iuse "the immaterial, and intolUctual, and incorporeal nature

could not be the subject of any corporeal afl'ection." Again, in

§ 7, Eusebius admits that " there are grounds for saying that the

Son is 'one in essence' with the Father, not in the way of bodies,

nor like mortal beings, for He is not such by division of essence,

or by severance, no, nor by any affection, or altciation, or chang-
ing of the Father's essence and power." (Sec the next note.)

* Athanasius I Expos. Fidei, | i) :
" Word not pronounced nor

mental, nor an effluence of the Perfect, nor a dividing of the
passionless nature." Also (de Decretis, § 11): "God being
without parts is Father of the Son without partition or passion

;

for there is neither effluence of the Immaterial, nor influx from
without, as among men."

7 James i. 17. * Matt. xi. 27. 9 John viii. 4Q.

abide in His love '. Therefore we also say like

the Apostle, Blessed be the Cod and Father of
our LordJesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and
God of all consolation - : and. We bow our knees
unto the Father, from ichoin all fatherhood in
heaven andon earth is named i; glorifying Him
with the Only-begotten: for he that denieth the

Father, denieth the Son also^: and again. He
that ccnfessith the Son, hath the Father also s ,-

knowing that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory

of God the Father^.

6, We worship, therefore, as the Ivather of
Christ, the Maker of heaven and earth, the

God of Abraham, Lsaac, andJacob ? / to whose
honour the former temple also, over against us

here, was built. For we shall not tolerate the

heretics who sever the Old Testament from
the Ncw^, but shall believe Christ, who .says

concerning the temple, JVist ye not that I must
be in My Fathers housed? and again, Take
these things hence, and make not my Father's

house a house ofmerchandise'^ : whereby He most
clearly confessed that the former temple in

Jerusalem was His own Father's house. But
if any one from unbelief wishes to receive yet

more proofs as to the Father of Christ being

the same as the INLaker of the world, let him
hear Him say again, Are not two sparrows sold

for a farthing, and not one of them shall fall on

the ground without My Father which is in

heaven^ ; this also, Behold thefowls ofthe heaven

that they sow not, neither do they reap, nor

gather into barns ; and your heavenly Father

feedeth them^ ; and this. My Father worketh

hitherto, and L 7Vork ^.

7. But lest any one from simplicity or per-

verse ingenuity should suppose that Christ is

but equal in honour to righteous men, from

His saying, I ascend to My Father, and your ^

Father, it is well to make this distinction

beforehand, that the name of the Father is one,

but the power of His operation^ manifold.

And Christ Himself knowing this has spoken

unerringly, Lgo to My Father, and your Father :

not saymg ' to our Father,' but distinguishing,

and saying first what was proper to Himself, to

My Father, which was by nature ; then adding,

and your Juither, which was by adoption.

For however high the privilege we have re-

ceived of saying in our prayers, Our Father,

1 John .\v. 10. = 2 Cor. i 3. 3 Eph. iii. 14, 15.

4 I John ii. 22 : " This is the Antichrist, even he that denieth

the Father and the Son" (R v.).
. , . , , ,

5 V. 23, bracketed in the .'\.V. as spurious, but rightly restored

in R.V. „ ^ ^ .

6 Phil. ii. II. 7 Ex. ill. 6. » Compare Lect. jv. 33.

9 Luke ii. 49. ' John ii. 16.

2 Malt. X. 29. S. Cyril inste.id of " your Father writes my
Father which is in heaven :

" so Origeu and Athanasius.

3 Matt. vi. 26. 4 John v. 17.

5 John XX. 17. On this text, quoted again in Cat. xi. 19, see

the three Sermons of liishop Andrewes On tin Kesiirrectwn.

6 c^pyci'a, meaning here, the operation of God, by nature in

begetting His Son, by adoption in making many sons.



4.6 CATECHETICAL LECTURES.

ivhich art in heaven, yet the gift is of loving-

kindness. For we call Him Father, not as having

been by nature begotten of Our Father which

is in heaven ; but having been transferred from

servitude to sonship by the grace of the Father,

through the SOn and Holy Spirit, we are permit-

ted so to speak by ineffable loving-kindness.

8. But if any one wishes to learn how we
call God " Father," let him hear Moses, the

excellent schoolmaster, saying. Did not this

thy Fathe}- Himself buy thee, and make thee, and
create theeT 1 Also Esaias the Prophet, And
710W, Lord, Thou art our Father: and we
all are clay, the works of Thine hands^. For
most clearly has the prophetic gift declared

tliat not according to nature, but according to

God's grace, and by adoption, we call Him
Father.

9. And that thou mayest learn more exactly

that in the Divine Scriptures it is not by any
means the natural father only that is called fa-

ther, hear what Paul says :

—

For thoughye should

have ten thousand tutors in Christ, yet have ye
not many fathers : for in Christ Jesus I begat

you through the Gospel'^. For Paul was father

of the Corinthians, not by having begotten
them after the flesh, but by having taught and
begotten them again after the Spirit. Hear
Job also saying, 1 7C'as a father of the needy '^ :

for he called himself a father, not as having
begotten them all, but as caring for them.

And God's Only-begotten Son Himself, when
nailed in His flesh to the tree at the time of

crucifixion, on seeing Mary, His own Mother
according to tlie flesh, and John, the most
beloved of His disciples, said to him. Behold

/

thy 7nother, and to her, Behold/ thy Son^

:

teaching her the parental affection due to him 3,

and indirectly explaining that which is said in

Luke, and His father and His mother marvel-

led at Him'- : words which the tribe of heretics

snatch up, saying that He was begotten of a

man and a woman. For like as Mary was
called the mother of John, because of her
parental affection, not from having given him
birth, so Joseph also was called the father of

Christ, not from having begotten Him (for he
knew her not, as the Gospel says, until she had
brought forth her first-born Son s), but because
of the care bestowed on His nurture.

10 Thus much then at present, in the way
of a digression, to put you in remembrance.
Let me, however, add yet another testimony in

proof that (Tod is called the Father of men in

an improper sense. For when in Esaias God

7 Dent, xxxii. 6. 8 Is. Ixiv. 8, 9 i Cor. iv. 15.
' Job xxix. 16. 2 John xix. 26, 27.
3 ^lAoo-Topyi'tt might be applied to the mutual affection of

mother and son, bvit the context shews that it refers here to
parental love only; see Polybius, V. S 74. 5 ; Xenoph. Cjrc/. I.

S 3. «• * Luke ii. 33. 5 Matt. i. 25.

is addressed thus, For Thou art otir Father,

though Abraham be ignorant ofus^, and Sarah
travailed not 7vith ust, need we inquire further

on tliis point ? And if the Psalmist says, Let

them be tiviibledfrom Llis countenance, the Father

of thefathoicss, andJudge of the 7oidows^, is it

not manifest to all, that when God is called

the Father of orphans who have lately lost

their own fathers. He is so named not as

begetting them of Himself, but as caring for

them and shielding them. But whereas God,
as we have said, is in an improper sense the

Father of men, of Christ alone He is the Father

by nature, not by adoption : and the Father

of men in time, but of Christ before all time,

as He saith, And now, O Father, glorify Thou
Me 7vith Thine own self, with the glory which
/ had 7vith Thee before the 7vorld was 9.

11. We believe then in one (jOD the Fa-

ther the Unsearchable and Ineffable, Whom no
man hath seen % but the Only-begotten alone hath

declared Hitn ^. For He which is of God, He
hath seen God^: whose face the Angels do
alway behold in heaven '^, behold, however,

each according to the measure of his own rank.

But the undimmed vision of the Father is

reserved in its purity for the Son with the

Holy Ghost.

12. Having reached this point of my dis-

course, and being reminded of the passages

just before mentioned, in which God was ad-

dressed as the Father of men, I am greatly

amazed at men's insensibility. For God with

unspeakable loving-kindness deigned to be
called the Father of men,—He in heaven, they

on earth,—and He the Maker of Eternity, they

made in time,—He ^aho holdeth the earth

in the hollow of His hand, they upon the

earth as grasshoppers s. Yet man forsook

his heavenly Father, and said to the stock,

Thou art my father, and to the stone, Thou hast

begotten me^. And for this reason, methinks,

the Psalmist says to mankind, Forget also thine

own people, and thy father''s houseT , whom thou
hast chosen for a father, whom thou hast

drawn upon thyself to thy destruction.

13. And not only stocks and stones, but even
Satan himself, the destroyer of souls, have
some ere now chosen for a father ; to whom
the Lord said as a rebuke, Ye do the deeds of
yourfather^, that is of the devil, he being the

father of men not by nature, but by fraud.

6 Is. Ixiii. 16. 7 lb. li. 2.

8 Ps. Ixviii. 5. Cyril quotes as usual from the Septuagint
(Ps. Ixvii. 6), where the clause Tapa\0>icroi'Tai airb jrpoo"u>jrou avToil,
answering to nothing in tlie Hebrew, is evidently an interpolation,
and may have crept in from a marginal quotation of Is. Ixiv. 2.

9 John xvii. 5. i i Tim. ii. 16. = John i. 18.

3 John vi. .^6 : He hath seen the Father. The weight of
authority is ag.^uist the reading (roi^ Btav) which Cyril follows.

4 M:m. xviii. 10. 5 Is. xl. 12 and 22. 6 Jci-_ jj, ,,
7 Ps. xlv. 10. *^ John viii. 41.
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For like as Paul by his godly teaching came to

be called the father of the Corinthians, so the

devil is called the father of those who of their

own will consent unto Jiini 9.

For we shall not tolerate those who give a

wrong meaning to that saying, Hereby knozo

we the children of God, and the children of the

dez'il^, as if there were by nature some men to

be saved, and some to be lost. Wliereas we
come into such holy sonship not of necessity

but by choice : nor was the traitor Judas
by nature a son of the devil and of perdition

;

for certainly he would never have cast out devils

at all in the name of Christ : for Satan castcth not

out Satan ^. Nor on the other hand would Paul
have turned from persecuting to preaching.

But the adoption is in our own power, as

Jolin saith, But as many as received Iliin, to

them gave He poiver to become the children of
God, even to thetn that believe in His name^.
For not before their believing, but from their

believing they were counted wortliy to become
of their own choice the children of (lod.

14. Knowing this, therefore, let us walk
spirituall}', that we may be counted worthy of

God's adoption. For as many as are led by

the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God^.
For it i)rofiteth us nothing to have gained the

title of Christians, unless the works also fol-

low ; lest to us also it be said, Ifye were Abra-
ham's children, ye would do the works of Abra-
ham 5. For if we call on Hiin as Father, who
without respect of persons Judgeth according to

every man's work, let us pass the time of our
sojourning here in fear ^, loving not the woj'ld,

neither the things that are in the world : for if

any man love the world, the love of the FatJier is

not in him i. Wherefore, my beloved children,

let us by our works offer glory to our Father

which is in heaven, that they may see our good
works, and glorify our Father 7vJiich is iti

heaven^. Let us cast all our care upon Him,
for our Father knoweth what things we have

need of9.

9 Ps. 1. 18. ' I John iii. lo.

3 John i. 12. 4 Rom. viii. 14.

6 I I'et. i. 17. 7 1 Jolin ii. 15.

9 I Pet. V. 7 ;
Matt. vi. 8.

* Mark iii. 23.

5 Joliii \iii. 3J.
8 Matt. V. 16.

15. But while honouring our heavenly
Father let us honour also the fathers of our
flesh '^ : since the Lord Himself hath evidently
so appointed in the Law and the Prophet.s,

saying, Honour thyfather and thy mother, that
it may be well with thee, and thy days shall be

long in the land"". And let this commandment
be especially observed by tliose here present
who have flitliers antl mothers. Children, obey

your parents in all things: for this is well
pleasing to the Lord 3. For the Lord said not,

//(' that loveth father or mother is not worthy

of Me, lest thou froni ignorance shouldest

perversely mistake what was rightly written,

but He added, more than McK For when our
fathers on earth are of a contrary mind to our
Father in heaven, then we must obey Christ's

word. But when they put no obstacle to god-
liness in our way, if we are ever carried away
by ingratitude, and, forgetting their benefits to

us, hold them in contempt, then the oracle

will have place which says, He that curseth

father or mother, let him die the death s.

1 6. The first virtue of godliness in Chris-

tians is to honour their parents, to requite the

troubles of those who begat them ^, and with all

their might to confer on them what tends to

their comfort (for if we should repay them
ever so much, yet we shall never be able to

return their gift of life 7), that they also may
enjoy the comfort provided by us, and may
confirm us in those blessings which Jacob the

supplanter shrewdly seized ; and that our

Father in heaven may accept ^ our good pur-

pose, and judge us worthy to shine amid the

righteous as the sun in the kingdom of our

Father^: To whom be the glory, with the

Only-begotten our Saviour Jesus Christ, and
with the Holy and Life-giving Spirit, now and
ever, to all eternity. Amen.

' Heb. xii. 9. = Dcut. v. 16. 3 Col. iii. 20.

4 Matt. X. 37. S Ex. xxi. 17 ; Lev. xx. 9 ; .Matt. xv. 4.
fi Compare lor the thought Euripides, Mcdca, 1029— 1035.

7 tt.vri.yivvi\(Tai. Jeremy Taylor [Diictor Dubitaiitiuin, Book
III. cap. ii. S 17; mentions several stories in wiiich a parent is

nonrislied from a daughter's breast, who thus 'saves the liie she

cannot give.'
8 Oil the change of Moods, see Jelf, Greek Grammar, § 8og.

The second verb ((caTaJiwo-t icf) expresses a wish and a consequence

which mi^ht follow, if the fust (c7r>)pi?(o(rti') wish be realized,

as it probably may be. Cf. HcroU. ix. 51. » Malt. xiii. 43.



LECTURE VIII.

Almighty.

Jeremiah xxxix. i8, 19 (Septuagint).

TJic Greaf, the stroiig God, Lord ofgreat Counsel, and mighty in His works, the Great God,

the Lord Almighty and ofgreat name \

1. By believing in One God we cut off all

misbelief in many gods, using this as a shield

against Greeks, and every opposing power of

heretics ; and by adding, in One God the
Father, we contend against those of the cir-

cumcision, who deny the Only-begotten Son
of God. For, as was said yesterday, even

before explaining the truths concerning our

Lord Jesus Christ, we made it manifest at

once, by saying " The Father," that He is the

Father of a Son : that as we understand that

God is, so we may understand that He has

a Son. But to those titles we add that He is

also "Almighty ; " and this we affirm because

of Greeks and Jews ^ together, and all heretics.

2. For of the Greeks some have said that

God is the soul of the world 3 : and others that

His power reaches only to heaven, and not to

earth as well. Some also sharing their error,

and misusing the text which says, "And Thy
truth unto the clouds'',^'' have dared to circum-

scribe God's providence by the clouds and the

heaven, and to alienate from God the things

on earth ; having forgotten the Psalm which
says. If I go up into heaven, Thou art there :

ifIgo down into hell, Thou art present s. For if

1 The text is translated fiom the Septuagint, in which S. Cyril

found the title Almigh rv (nacTOKpariop), one of the usual equiva-
lents in tlie Septuagint for Laid of Hosts (Snbaotli). In the
English A. v. and R.V. the passage stands thus: Jer. xxxii. i8,

19: The Great, the Mighty God, the LORD of Hosts, is His
natite. Great in coiittsct, and mighty in tvork.

2 " For even the Jewish nation had wicked heresies : for of
them were . . . the Pliarisees, who ascribe the practice of sinners
to fortune and fate ; and the I'asmotheans, who deny providence
and say that the world is made by spontaneous motion" (/4/c)j/.

Comt. VI. 6). Compare Kuscb. (if.//. IV. 22.)

3 Cicero, De Natura Deoruiii, Lib. I. 27: "Pythagoras
thought that God was the soul pervading all nature." The doc-
trine was accepted both by Stoics and Platonists, and became very
general. Cf. Virg. Georg. iv. 221 :

Deum namque ire per omiiis
Tcrr.tsquc, tractusque maris, ca:lumque profundum.

and Acu. vi. 726

:

Spiritiis intus alit, totamque infusa per artus
^Ieus .agitat molem, et magno se corpore miscet.

4 Ps. x'xxvi. 5. Cyril appears to have borrowed this statement

there is nothing higher than heaven, and if

hell is deeper than the earth. He who rules

the lower regions reaches the earth also.

3. But heretics again, as I have said before,

know not One Almighty God. For He is

Almighty who rules all things, who has power
over all things. But they who say that one
God is Lord of the soul, and some other of

the body, make neither of them perfect, be-

cause either is wanting to the other ^. For how
is he almighty, who has power over the soul,

but not over the body ? And how is he al-

mighty who has dominion over bodies, but no
power over spirits ? But these men the Lord
confutes, saying on the contrary. Rather fear
ye Him which is able to destroy both soul and
body in helP. For unless the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ has the power over both,

how does He subject both to punishment ?

For how shall He be able to take the body
which is another's and cast it into hell, except

He first bind the strong man, and spoil his

goods ^ ?

4. But the Divine Scripture and the doc-

trines of the truth know but One God, who
rules all things by His power, but endures
many things of His will. For He rules even
over the idolaters, but endures them of His
forbearance : He rules also over the heretics

who set Him at nought, but bears with them
because of His long-suffering : He rules even
over the devil, but bears with him of His
long-suffering, not from want of power, as if

defeated. For he is the beginning of the Loi d's

creation, made to be mocked^, not by Himself,

* Sec note on Lect. IV. 4. 7 Matt. x. 28.
8 lb. xii. 29.

9 Jobxl. 14, toOt' €<7Tiv apxrj TrXacrn-aros Kupt'ou, TrfTroijj/ncVov

^yKCLTaTrai^eaOai virb riou ayy^Xtov avroO. In this description of
Behemoth the Septuagint diftcrs much from the Hebrew, which
is thus rendered in our Knylish Versions, xl. 19 : He is t/ie chit/
of the ways of God : he (only, R.V.) thai vtade him can make
his sword to approach unto him. Compare Job xli. 5 : Wilt thou

from Clement of Alexandria, who states {Stromat. V. xiv. g 91)
j

play with him as with a birdi and Ps. civ. 26 : J'hcre is that
that from this Psalm the thought occurred to Aristotle to \iz\. \ Leviathan whovi thou luistformed to play therein (Scx>^. to take
Providence come down as far as to the Moon.

|
thy pastime with him). See ISaruch lii. 17, with the note in the

5 Ps. cxxxix. 8. Speaker's Commentary.
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for that were unwonhy of Him, but by the

Anzcls whom He hath made. But He sufieied

him to live, for two purposes, tliat he might

disgrace himself the more in his defeat, and
that mankind might be crowned with victory.

O all wise providence of God 1 which takes

the wicked purpose for a groundwork of sal-

vation for the faithful. For as He took the

unbrotherly purpose of Joseph's brethren for

a groundwork of His own dispensation, and,

by permitting them to sell their brother from

hatred, took occasion to make him king

whom He would ; so he i)crmitted the devil

to wrestle, that the victors might be crowned
;

and that when victory was gained, he miglit

be the more disgraced as being conquered

by the weaker, and men be greatly honoured

as having conquered him who was once an

Archangel.

5. Nothing then is withdrawn from the power
of God ; for the Scripture says of Him, for
all things are Thy servants '°. All things alike

are His servants, but from all these One, His
only Son, and One, His Holy Spirit, are ex-

cepted ; and all the things which are His
servants serve the Lord through the One Son
and in the Holy Spirit. God then rules all,

and of His long-sufifering endures even mur-

derers and robbers and fornicators, having

appointed a set time for recompensing every

one, that if they who have had long warning

are still impenitent in heart, they may re-

ceive the greater condemnation. They are

kings of men, who reign upon earth, but not

without the power from above : and this

Nebuchadnezzar once learned by experience,

when he said ; For His kingdom is an ever-

lasting kingdom^ and Hispowerfrom generatio?i

to generation '.

6. Riches, and gold, and silver are not, as

some think, the devil's^ : for the lohole ivoi-ld of
riches is for thefaithful 7nan, butfor thefaithless

not even a penny t>. Now nothing is more faith-

less than the devil ; and God says plainly by
the Prophet, The gold is Mine, and the silver is

Mine, and to whomsoever I will I give it''.

Do thou but use it well, and there is no foult

to be found with money : but whenever thou

»o Ps. cxix. 91. » Dan. iv. 34.
' On this doctrine of the Manichcans see Archelaus {Dis-

fiutatio, cap. 42), Epiphanius (Uteres. Ixvi. § 81). Compare
Clement. Horn. xv. cap. 9: "To all of us possessions are sins."

Plato (LatuSyV. 745): "I can never agree with them that the
rich man will be really happy, unless he is also good : but for one
who is eminently good to be also extremely rich is impossible."

3 Prov. xvii. 6, according to the Septiiagint. Sec note on
Cat. v. 2, where the same p.issage is quoted. Clement of Alex-
andria (.SV/-<?;««/. II. s) refers to it in connexion with the passage
of Pinto quoted in the preceding note. S. Augustine also quotes
and explains it in Kpist. 153, § 26.

4 The former clause is from Haggai ii. 8; the latter, taken
from the words of the Tempter in Luke iv. 6, is quoted both
by Cyril and by other Fathers as if from Haggai. Chryscstom
{Mom. xxxiv. § 5, in i Cor. xiii.) treats the use which some made
of the misquotation as ridiculous.

VOr,. VII. ]

hast made a bad use
then beins: unwillins:

of that which is good,

^ .....w g, to blame thine own
management, thou impiously throwest back
the blame upon the Creator. A man may
even be justified by money : / was hungry,
and ye gave Me meats.- tliat certainly was
from money. I was naked, andye clothed Me :

that certainly was by money. And wouldest
thou learn that money may become a door
of the kingdom of heaven ? Sell, saith He,
that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou

shall have treasure in heaveti ^.

7. Now I have made these remarks because
of those heretics who count possessions, and
money, and men's bodies accursed 7. For I nei-

ther wish thee to be a slave of money, nor to

treat as enemies the things which God has given

thee for use. Never say then that riches are

the devil's : for though he say. All these will I
give thee, for they are delivered unto 7ne ^, one
may indeed even reject his assertion ; for we
need not believe the liar : and yet perhaps
he spake the truth, being compelled by the

power of His presence : for he said not, All
these willIgive thee,iox they are mine, butjT^r
they are delivered tinto me. He grasped not

the dominion of them, but confessed that he
had been entrusted 9 with them, and was for

a time dispensing them. But at a proper time

interpreters should inquire whether his state-

ment is false or true^.

8. God then is One, the Father, the Almighty,

whom the brood of heretics have dared to

blaspheme. Yea, they have dared to blaspheme
the Lord of Sabaoth-, who sitteth above the

Cherubim 3 .- they have dared to blaspheme the

Lord Adonai* : they have dared to blaspheme
Him who is in the Prophets the Almighty

5 Matt. XXV. 35, 36. ,
.

^ lb. xix. 21.

7 The connexion of (Tunara with money and possessions sug-
gests the not uncommon meaning "slaves." Sec Polyb. xviii. 18,

§ 6: KaX Ttiv ivSovxiaf arr^SofTO Kal to. (rui/J-ara, Kal (rvv toutois
€71 Ttvo9 Tb>v icrricr«i>i', " household furniture, and slaves, and
besides these some also of their lands." See Dictionnyy of
Christian Antiquities, " Slavery," where it is shewn that Cliris-

tians generally and even Bishops still possessed slaves throughout
the 4th Century.
But here it is perhaps more probable that Cyril refers, as before.

Cat. iv. § 23, to the ^ialnchean doctrine of the body as the root of

sin.
8 Matt. iv. 9 ; Luke iv. 6.

9 For tyKi\iipT\a9a.i., the reading of all the printed Editions,

which hardly yields a suital)lc sense, we should probably sub-

stitute eyxeYeipt'crSai. A similar confusion of the two verbs occurs

in Polybius (Hist. VIII. xviii. 6); the proper u.se of the latter

is seen in Joh. Damasc. (De Fide Orthod. II. 4, quoted by
Cleopas), who speaks of Satan as being "of these Angelic powers

the chief of the eartlily order, and entrusted by God with the

guardianship of the earth" (7175 yi^? tiji' ^vKa.Kr\v iyxfipicOeii

napa &iOv).
' On this point compare Iren.x-us (Har. V. xxi.—xxiv.), and

Gregory of Ny.^sa (Orat. Catcclt. § 5).

2 The reference is to Manes, of whom his disciple Turbo says

(Archclai Visfrid. § 10), " The name Saliaoth, which is hinournble

and mightv with you, he declares to be the nature of man, and the

parent of lust : for which reason the simple, he says, worship

lust, and think it to be a god."
3 Ps. Ixxx. I.

4 'X&uivai, Heb.
"»3'"7i<^,

" the Lord," an old form of the

T ":

Plural of majesty, used of God only.
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Gods, But worship thou One God the Al-

mighty, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Flee from the error of many gods, flee also

from every heresy, and say like Job, But I unll

call upon the Almighty Lord, which docth great

things and nnscarcJiable, glorious things and

S TracTOKparopa, Heb. 'I'rm^ 7^^, El-Shaddai, '< Cod Al-

mighty."

marvellous ivithout number^, and, For all these

things there is honour from the Almighty^ : to

Whom be the glory for ever and ever. Amen.

6 Job V. 8, g. Cyril's quotation agrees with the Codex Alex-
andrinus of the Septuagint, which has navroicpdTopa, " Almighty,"
wliile the Vatican and other MSS. read tov n-aiTioi' 6e<riror7ji'.

7 Job xxxvii. 23 : God hath upon Jlim terrible majesty{,V^.V .")

The Vatican and Alexandrine MSS. of the Septuagint read ittX

TouTot? /uc-yaAT) 17 £o|a kuX Tt^trj na.vTOKpo.-ropo^. {^For these things
great is the glory and honour of the A Imighty.) But Cyril's text
is the same as the Aldine and Complutensian.

'^



LECTURE IX.

On the words, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visi

Job xxxviii. 2—3.

BLE and invisible.

IV/io is this that hideth counselfrom Me, and keepeih ivords in his heart

afid thinketh to hide them from Me ' ?

1. To look upon God with eyes of flesh is

impossible : for the incorporeal cannot be
subject to bodily sight : and the Only-begotten
Son of God Himself hath t^^stified, sa}ing, A'o

man hath seen God at any time ^. For if accord-

ing to that which is written in Ezekiel any one
should understand that Ezekiel saw Him, yet

what saith the Scripture ? lie saw the likeness of
the glory of the Lord^ ; not the Lord Himself,
but the likeness of His glory, not the glory

itself, as it really is. And when he saw merely
the likeness of the glory, and not the glory

itself, he fell to the earth from fear. Now
if the sight of the likeness of the glory

brought fear and distress upon the prophets,

any one who should attempt to behold God
Himself would to a certainty lose his life,

according to the saying, A^o man shall see My
face and live^. For this cause God of His
great loving-kindness spread out the heaven
as a veil of His proper Godhead, that we
should not perish. The word is not mine, but

the Proi)het's • If Thou shall rend the heavens,

trembling 7vill take hold of the mountains at

sight of Thee, and they will flow down 5.

And why dost thou wonder that Ezekiel fell

down on seeing the likeness of the glory 1

when Daniel at the sight of Gabriel, though
but a servant of God, straightway shuddered
and fell on his face, and, prophet as he
was, dared not answer him, until the Angel
transformed himself into the likeness of a son

of man ^. Now if the appearing of Gabriel

wrought trembling in the Prophets, had God
Himself been seen as He is, would not all have
perished ?

2. The Divine Nature then it is impossible

to see with eyes of flesh : but from the works,

' The Septuagint, from which Cyril quotes the text, diflfers much
from the Hebrew, .Tnd from the Enghsh Versions : lyho is i/n's

that dnrkeneth counsel by words without knoiuledf;e ? Gird vp
TKnu thy loins like a man : for I will demand oj thee, and an-
s-wer thou Me.

2 John i. 18. 3 Ezekiel i. 28. 4 Exod. xxxiii. 20.

5 Is. Ixiv. I, Septuagint. R.V. Oh that Thou wouldest rend
the hemiens, thai Thou wouldest come do^un, that the mountains
mightJloiu do^vn, ' Dan. x. g, 16, 18.

which are Divine, it is possible to attain to
some conception of His power, according to
Solomon, who says. For by the greatness and
beauty of the creatures proportionably the Afaker
of them is seeni. He said not that from
the creatures the Maker is seen, but added
proportionably. For God appears the greater
to every man in proportion as he has grasped
a larger survey of the creatures : and vvhen his

heart is uplifted by that larger survey, he gains
withal a greater conception of God.

3. '\^'ouldest thou learn that to comprehend
the nature of God is impossible ? The Three
Children in the furnace of fire, as they hymn the
prai.ses of God, say Blessed art thou that behold-

est the depths, and sitlest upon the Cherubim ^.

Tell me what is the nature of the Cherubim,
and then look upon Him who sitteth upon
them. And yet Ezekiel the Prophet even made
a description of them, as far as was possible,

saying that every one has four faces, one of

a man, another of a lion, another of an eagle,

and another of a calf ; and that each one had
six wings 9, and they had eyes on all sides ; and
that under each one was a wheel of four sides.

Nevertheless though the Prophet makes the ex-

planation, we cannot yet understand it even as

we read. But ifwe cannotunderstand the throne,

which he has described, how shall we be able

to comprehend Him who sitteth thereon, the

Invisible and Ineffable God ? To scrutinise

then the nature of God is impossible : but it is

in our power to send up praises of His glory

for His works that are seen.

4. These things I say to you because of the

7 Wisdom xiii. $. Compare Theophilus of Antioch To Auto-
lycus, I. 5, 6 :

" God cannot indeed be seen by human eyes, but is

beheld and perceived through His providence and works. ... He
is not visible to eyes of flesh, since He is incomprehensible."

8 Song of the Three Children, ^2.

9 In Ezekiel i. 6— 11, the four living creatures have ^^c\\/our

wings, as also in x. 21 according to the Hebrew. But in the latter

passage, according to the Vatican text of the Septuagint, each

has eight wings, as Codd. R. and Casaub. read here. Cyril seems

to have confused the number in K^ekiel with th.Tt In_ Is. vi. 2 :

each one had six wings. By " a wheel of four sides" Cyril ex

plains Ez. i. 16 : n 7iiheel in the midst ofa 7vheet, as meainng l«<)

circles set at right angles to each other, like the cijiiator and

meridian on a globe.

E 2
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following context of the Creed, and because we
say, Wr iiki.ieve in One God, the Father
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

and of all things visible and invisible;

in order that we may remember that the Father

of our Lord Jesus Christ is the same as He
that made the heaven and the earth ', and that

we may make ourselves safe against the wrong
paths of the godless heretics, who have dared

to speak evil of the Allwise Artificer of all

this world ^ men who see with eyes of flesh, but

have the eyes of their understanding blinded.

5. For what fault have they to find with the

vast creation of God ?—they, who ought to

have been struck with amazement on beholding

the vaultings of the heavens : they, who ought

to have worshipped Him who reared the sky

as a dome, who out of the fluid nature of the

waters formed the stable substance of the

heaven. For God said, Let there be a firina-

vicnt in the midst of the water 3. Ciod spake once
for all, and it stands fast, and falls not. The
heaven is water, and the orbs therein, sun,

moon, and stars are of fire : and how do the

orbs of fire run their course in the water ? But
if any one disputes this because of the opposite

natures of fire and water, let him remember the

fire which in the time of Moses in Egypt
flamed amid the hail, and observe the all-wise

workmanship of God. For since there was
need of water, because the earth was to be
tilled, He made the heaven above of water,

that when the region of the earth should need
watering by showers, the heaven might from its

nature be ready for this purpose.

6. But what ? Is there not cause to wonder
when one looks at the constitution of the sun ?

For being to the sight as it were a small body
he contains a mighty power ; appearing from
the East, and sending forth his light unto the

West : whose rising at dawn the Psalmist de-

scribed, saying : And he cometh forth out of
his chamber as a bridegroom •. He was de-

scribing the brightness and moderation of his

state on first becoming visible unto men : for

when he rides at high noon, we often flee

from his blaze : but at his rising he is wel-

come to all as a bridegroom to look on.

Observe also his arrangement (or rather not
his, but the arrangement of Him who by an
ordinance determined his course), how in

summer he rises higher and makes the days
longer, giving men good time for their works :

« Compare Cat. iv. 4. Iren:pu5 (I. x. i): "The Church,
though dispersed throughout the whole world, even to the ends
of the earth, yet received from the A[)Ostlcs and their disciples
the Faith in One God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven, and
earth, and the sea and all that therein is.'' Tertullian (de Prte-
scriptione J/ieret. cap. xiii.) "The rule of faith is that wherel)y
we believe that there is One God only, and none other than the
Creator of the world, who brought forth all things out of notliing
through His own Word lirst of all sent I'orth."

'' Compare Cat. vi. 13, 27. 3 Gen. i. 6. 4 Ps. xix. 5.

but in winter contracts his course, that the

period of cold may be increased, and that the

nights becoming longer may contribute to

men's rest, and contribute also to the fruitful-

ness of the products of the earths. See also

how the days alternately respond each to other

in due order, in summer increasing, and in

winter diminishing ; but in spring and autumn
granting equal intervals one to another. And
the nights again complete the like courses ; so

that the Psalmist also says of them, Day unto

day uttereth sfecch, and flight unto night pro-

claimeth kno7vledge^. For to the heretics who
have no ears, they all but cry aloud, and by
their good order say, that there is none other

God save the Creator who hath set them their

bounds, and laid out the order of the Universe 7.

7. But let no one tolerate any who say that

one is the Creator of the light, and another ot

darkness^: for let him remember how Isaiah

says, / am the God tvho made the light, and
created darkness 9. Why, O man, art thou vexed
thereat 1 Why art thou offended at the time

that is given thee for rest ' ? A servant would
have had no rest from his masters, had not the

darkness necessarily brought a respite. And
often after wearying ourselves in the day, how
are we refreshed in the night, and he who
was yesterday worn with toils, rises vigorous in

the morning because of the night's rest ^ ? And
what more helpful to wisdom than the nights ?

For herein oftentimes we set before our minds
the things of God ; and herein we read and
contemplate the Divine Oracles. And when
is our mind most attuned to Psalmody and

5 Tlie common reading 'iva. ^atj tov ylivxov^ jrAetoji/ y4vf\Tan 6
Xpoi/o?, oAA' \va ai vvKTe^, K.r.X. gives a meaning contrary to

the facts. The translation follows the MSS. Roe, Casaubon,
which omit ixri and for aAAa read Kai. Compare VVhewell's
Astroiiojuy, p. 22: "The length of the year is so determined
as to be adapted to the constitution of most vegetables : or
the construction of vegetables is so adjusted as to be suited
to the length which the year really has, and unsuited to a
duration longer or shorter by any considerable portion. The
vegetable clock-work is so set as to go for a year." Ibid. p. 34 :

" The terrestrial day, and consequently the length of the cycle
of light and darkness, being what it is, we find various parts of
the constitution both of animals and vegetables, which have a
periodical character in their functions, corresponding to the diurnal
succession of external conditions, and we find that the length
of the period, as it exists in their constitution, coincides with the
length of the natural day."

6 Ps. xix. 2. Comp.nre a beautiful passage of Theophilus ofAn-
tioch {To Autolycus, vi.).

7 Lucretius, V. 1182:
" They saw the skies in constant order run,
The varied seasons and the circling sun,
Apparent rule, with unapparent cause,
And thus they sought in gods the source of laws."

8 See note 3 on Cat. iii. 33.
9 Is. xlv. 7. Compare the Homily of Chrysostom on this text.
« Whewell, Astronomy, p. 38 :

" Animals also have a period in

their functions and habits; as in the habits of waking, sleeping,
eating, &c. , and their well-being appears to depend on the coin-
cidence of this period with the length of the natural day."

2 Chrysostom, VI. p. 171 : "As the day brings man out to his
work, so the night succeeding releases him from his countless toils

and thoughts, and lulling his weary eyes to sleep, and closing their
lids, prepares him to welcome the sunbeam again with his force
in full vigour."

3 Clement of Alexandria {Stroma t. IV. 22, E. Tr.) :
" And in

this way they seem to have called the night Euphrone, since then
the soul released from the perceptions of sense turns in on itself,

and has a truer hold of intelligence (<frpdii)<ris)
"
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Prayer ? Is it not at night ? And when have
we often called our own sins to remembrance ?

Is ii not at night*? Let us not then admit
the evil thought, that another is the maker of

darkness : for experience shews that this also

is good and useful.

8. Thev ought to have felt astonishment
and admiration not only at the arrangement
of sun and moon, but also at the well-ordered

choirs of the stars, their unimpeded courses,

and their risings in the seasons due to each :

and how some are signs of summer, and
others of winter; and how some mark the

season for sowing, and others shew the com-

'

mencement of navigation 5. And a man sitting

in his ship, and sailing amid the boundless '

waves, steers his ship by looking at the stars,
j

For of these matters the Scripture says well,

And let tJum be for signs, and for seasons, and
for years ^, not for fables of astrology and

j

nativities. But observe how He has also

!

graciously given us the light of day by gradual

increase : for we do not see the sun at once
j

arise ; but just a little light runs on before, in
!

order that the pupil of the eye may be enabled
'

by previous trial to look upon his stronger

beam : see also how He has relieved the dark-

ness of the night by rays of moonlight.

9. Who is thefather of the rain ? And who
hath begotten the drops of deii' 7 ? Who con-

densed the air into clouds, and bade them
carry the waters of the rain ^, now bringing

golden-tinted cloudsfrom the north 9, now chang-
ing these into one uniform appearance, and
again transforming them into manifold circles

i

and other shapes ? JVho can number the clouds

in wisdom ' ? Whereof in Job it saith, And He
knoweth the separations of the clouds ^, and hath

4 Chrysostom (Tom. II. p. 793) : "We usually take the reckon-
ing of our money early in the morning, but of our actions, of all

that we have said and done by day, let us demand of ourselves the
account after supper, and even after nightfall, as we lie upon our
bed, with none to trouble, none to disturb us. And if we see
anything done amiss, let us chastise our conscience, let us rebuke
our mind, let us so vehemently impugn oar account, that we may
no more dare to ri~e up and bring oiirselvcs to the same pit of sic,

bcinJ mindful of the scourging at night."'

5 Clem. .Mex. (iStromat. VI. 11): "The same is true also of
Astronomy, for being engaged in the investigation of the heavenly
bodies, as to the form of the universe, and the revolution of the
heaven, and the motion of the stars, it brings the soul nearer
to the Creative Power, and teaches it to be quick in perceiving
the seasons of the year, the changes of the atmosphere, and the
risings of the stars ; since navigation also and husbandry are full

of benefit from this science." Compare Lactantius (Z?^ Ira Dei,
cap. xiii.). 6 Gen. i. 14. 7 Job .\xxviiL 28.

8 Whewell, Astronomy, p. 88 :
" Clouds are produced by

aqueous vapour when it returns to the state of water." p. 89 :

" Clouds produce rain. In the formation of a cloud the pre-

cipitation of moisture probably forms a fine vmicry po^wtier, which
remains suspended in the air in consequence of the minuteness
of its particles: but if from any cause the precipitation is collected

in larger portions, and becomes drops, these descend by their

weight and produce a shower." Compare Aristotle, Meteorologica,
I. ix. 3 : Ansted, Physical GeograpUy, p. 210.

9 Job xxxvii. 22 :
" Out of the north cometh golden splendour"

(R.V.). « Job xxxviii. 37.
2 Job xxxvii. 16: "Dost thou know the balancings of the

clouds?" In the Septuagint 6ia(tpi<rii' v(.<'^tav may mean "the
separate path of the clouds" (Vulg. " semitas nubium,")or " the

dissolving," as in Aristotle {Mcteorol. I. vii. 10 : SioKpipfirBai «al

bent do7vn the heaven to the earth 3 .• and. He icho

nuinbcreth the clouds in wisdom : aiul, the cloud
is not rent under Him . For so many measures
of waters lie upon the clouds, yet they arc not
rent : but come down with all good order upon
the earth. \Vlio bringcth the winds out of their

treasuries 5 ? And who, as we said before, is he
that hath begotten the drops of detu I And
out of whose womb cometh the ice^ ? For its

substance is like water, and its strength like

stone. And at one time the water becomes
sno'w like ivool, at another it ministers to Him
tvho scattereth the mist like ashes 7, and at

another it is changed into a stony substance

;

since He governs the 'waters as He will^. Its

nature is uniform, and its action manifold in

force. Water becomes in vines wine that

maketh glad the heart of man : and in olives

oil that maketh man's face to shine : and is

transformed also into bread that strengtheneth

man's heart "i, and into fruits of all kinds which
He hath created '.

lo. What should have been the effect of

these wonders ? Should the Creator have been
blasphemed? Or worshipped rather? And
so far I have said nothing of the unseen works
of His wisdom. Observe, I pray you, the

spring, and the flowers of every kind in all

their likeness still diverse one from another
;

the deepest crimson of the rose, and the purest

whiteness of the lily : for these spring from the

same rain and the same earth, and who makes
them to differ? Who fashions them ? Observe,

pray, the exact care : from the one substance

of the tree there is part for shelter, and part

for divers fruits : and the Artificer is One.
Of the same vine part is for burning^, and part

for shoots, and part for leaves, and part for ten-

drils, and part for clusters.

Admire also the great thickness of the knots

which run round the reed, as the Artificer hath

SioAvetrfiai to tioTy-i^ov vyphv vjto toO 7rA>)dof 5 ttJs 6epiJ.rj^ ava9v
;xtda"eaj5, wcrre /xij trvvitnoLtrdai pahiui^; €ts vtSujp. " The moist

vapour is separated and dissolved by the great heat of the evapor-

ation, so that it does not easily condense into water." Cf. Plato,

Sophistes 243 n : StoKpiVeit <cai <ruyKpi<T(i.%-

3 Job xxxviii. 37 (according to the Septuagint): "And who is

he that numbereth the clouds by wisdom, and bent down the

heaven to the earth?" A.V., R.V. "Or who CAn pour oat the

bottles of heaven?"
4 Job xxvi. 8 :

" He bindeth up the waters in His thick clouds ;

and the cloud is not rent under them."
5 Ps. cxxxv. 7. * Job xxxviii. 28.

7 Ps. cxlvii. 16: "He scattereth the hoar frost like ashes."

The Hebrew Ti-3 's rendered by ira.xvr\, "hoar frost," in Job

xxxviii. 29, but here by ofitxMi " mist."
8 Job xxxvii. 10: "the breadth of the waters is straitened"

(Marg. R.V. "congealed"). Tlie wo;d oia/cifet in the Septuagint

means to " steer," Lat. " gubemare " to " turn as by a helm."

9 Ps. civ. 15.
' There is a similar passage on the various effects of watei in

Cat. xvi. 12. Chrysostom (<ie Siatiiis, Hom. xii. 2), Epiphanius

{Ancoratris, p. 69), and other Fathers, appear to reproduce both

the thoughts and words of Cyril.
• ,^ •

2 For Kaua-iv, " burning," Morel and Milles, with Cod. Coisl.,

read Kav<rTi.v, a rare word explained by Hesychius as the " growtli
"

or "foliage" of the vine: but this is fully expres>cd in what

follows, and the reading koliktiv is confirmed by Virgil {.Georg. 11.

408): " Primus devecta cremato sarmenta " (Reischl).
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made them. From one and the same earth

come forth creeping things, and wild beasts,

and cattle, and trees, and food ; and gold, and
silver, and brass, and iron, and stone. The
nature of the waters is but one, yet from it

comes the substance of fishes and of birds
;

whereby 3 as the former swim in the waters,

so the birds fly in the air.

11. This great and tvide sea, therein are

things creeping innumerable^. Who can describe

the beauty of the fishes that are therein ?

Who can describe the greatness of the whales,

and the nature s of its amphibious animals, how
they live both on dry land and in the waters ?

Who can tell the depth and the breadth of the

sea, or the force of its enormous waves ? Yet

it stays at its bounds, because of Him who
said. Hitherto shall thou come, and no further,

but within thyself shall thy waves be broken ^'.

Which sea also clearly shews the word of the

command imposed upon it, since after it has

run up, it leaves upon the beach a visible

line made by the waves, shewing, as it were,

to those who see it, that it has not passed

its appointed bounds.

12. Who can discern the nature of the

birds of the air? How some carry with them
a voice of melody, and others are variegated

with all manner of painting on their wings, and
others fly up into mid air and float motion-

less, as the hawk : for by the Divine com-
mand the ha7£'h spreadeth out his wings and
Jioateth motionless, looking toivards the south t.

What man can behold the eagle's lofty flight ?

If then thou canst not discern the soaring of

the most senseless of the birds, how wouldest

thou understand the Maker of all ?

13. Who among men knows even the names
of all wild beasts ? Or who can accurately

discern the physiology of each ? But if

of the wild beasts we know not even the

mere names, how shall we comprehend the

Maker of them? God's command was but

one, which said, Let the earth bring forth tinld

beasts, and cattle, and creeping things, after their

kinds ^ : and from one earth 9, by one command,
have sprung diverse natures, the gentle sheep

and the carnivorous lion, and various instincts '

of irrational animals, bearing resemblance to

the various cliaracters of men ; the fox to

manifest the craft that is in men, and the

snake the venomous treachery of friends, and

3 For the constiuction of iVo with tlic Indicative IVrarrai,
see Dernhardy, Syntax, p. 401. Winer (Grai)i. N.T. III. sect.

xli. c). 4 Ps. civ. 25.

5 Gr. vn-ooTToo-ii', literally "substance."
* Job xxxviii. 11. 7 lb. xx.vix. 26. ^ C!en. i. 24.
9 Instead of (^(oi/tjs (I\Iilles), or TrijyTJt (Bened. Roc, Casaiib.)

the recent Editors have restored tjjs yij! with the Jerusalem and
Munich MSS., and Basil.

' Gr. Kifrjo-fi? "movements," "impulses." Aristotle (///V.'<?;v'rt

AniiuaUunt. IX. vii. i) remarks that mciny imitations of man's
mode of life may be observed in the habits of other animals.

the neighing liorse the wantonness of young
men 2, and the laborious ant, to arouse the

sluggish and the dull : for when a man passes

his youth in idleness, then he is instructed by

the irrational animals, being reproved by the

divine Scripture saying. Go to the ant, thou

sluggard, see a?td emulate her tvays, and become

laiser than she'^. For when thou seest her

treasuring up her food in good season, imitate

her, and treasure up for thyself fruits of good

Avorks for the world to come. And again. Go
to the bee, and learn how industrious she is * :

how, hovering round all kinds of flowers, she

collects her honey for thy benefit : that thou

also, by ranging over the Holy Scriptures,

mayest lay hold of salvation for thyself, and

being filled with them mayest say, Ifow sweet

are thy tvords unto my throat, yea sweeter than

honey and the honeycomb unto my mouth s,

14. Is not then the Artificer worthy the

rather to be glorified ? For what ? If thou

knowest not the nature of all things, do the

things that have been made forthwith become
useless ? Canst thou know the efiicacy of all

herbs ? Or canst thou learn all the benefit

which proceeds from every animal ? Ere now
even from venomous adders have come anti-

dotes for the preservation of men ^. But thou

wilt say to me, " The snake is terrible." Fear

thou the Lord, and it shall not be able to

hurt thee. " A scorpion stings." Fear the

Lord, and it shall not sting thee. " A lion is

bloodthirsty." Fear thou the Lord, and he
shall lie down beside thee, as by Daniel. But
truly wonderful also is the action of the

animals : how some, as the scorpion, have the

sharpness in a sting ; and others have their

power in their teeth ; and others do battle

with their claws ; while the basilisk's power is

his gaze 7. So then from this varied work-
manship understand the Creator's power.

2 Jer. v. 8.

3 Prov. vi. 6. Instead of the epithet "laborious" (yciupyd-
Taro?) some MSS. have "agile" or "restless" (yopyoTaTot).

4 After the description of the ant, Prov. vi. 6— 8, there follows
in the Septuagint a similar reference to the bee: " Or go to the
bee, and learn how industrious she is, and how comely she makes
her work, and the produce of her labours kings and commons
adopt for health, and she is desired and esteemed by all, and
though feeble in strength has been exalted by her regard for
wisdom." The interpolation is supposed to be of Greek origin, as
containing " idiomatic Greek expressions which would not occur
to a translator from the Hebrew" (Delitzsch).

5 Ps. cxix. 103.
6 Compare Bacon [Nai/iral Hist. g(i$): "I would ha\'e trial

made of two other kinds of bracelets, for comforting the heart and
spirits: one of the trochisch of vipers, made into little pieces of
beads ; for since they do great good inw.irds (especially for
pestilent agues), it is like they will be effectual outwards, where
they may be applied in greater quantity. There would be trochisch
likewise made of snakes ; whose flesh dried is thought to have
a veiy good opening and cordial virtue." lb. 969: "The writers
of natural magic commend the wearing of the spoil of a snake,
for preserving of health." Thomas Jackson {On the Creed, VIII.
8, § 4) :

" The poisonous bitings of the scorpion are usually cured
by the oil of scorpions."

7 Shakespeare (Richard III. Act. I. Sc. ii.) .

Glo. " Thine eyes, sweet lady, have infected mine."
Anne. " 'Would they were basilisks to strike thee dead."



LECTURI-: IX.
5:

15- But these things perhaps thou knowest the fence of tlic eycHds9? For as to the com-
not

:
thou wouldest have nothing in common pUcated and wonderful contrivance of the eyes,

with the creatures which are without thee. En- the voluminous books of the pliysicians hardly
ter now into thyself, and from thine own nature give us explanation. Who distributes the
consider its Artificer. What is there to find fault one breath to the Avhole body? Thou secst
with in the framing of thy body ? Be master of
thyself, and nothing evil shall proceed from
any of thy members. Adam was at first with-

out clothing in Paradise with Eve, but it was

O man, the xVrtilicer, thou seest the wise
Creator.

1 6. These points my discourse has now
treated at large, having left out many, yea, ten

not because of his members that he deserved ithousand other tilings, and especially things
to be cast out. The members then are not incorporeal and invisible, that thou maye^t
the cause of sin, but they who use their mem
bers amiss; and the Maker thereof is wise.

^^'ho prepared the recesses of the womb for

child-bearing? Who gave life to the lifeless

thing within it ? ^\'ho knitlcd us ivith sinetos

and bones, and clothed tis ivith skin and fiesh ^,

and, as soon as the child was born, brought
streams of milk out of the breasts ? How
grows the babe into a boy, and the boy into

a youth, and then into a man ; and, still the

same, passes again into an old man, while no
one notices the exact change from day to day ?

Of the food, how is one part changed into

blood, and another separated for excretion,

and another part changed into flesh ? Who
gives to the heart its unceasing motion ? Who
wisely guarded the tenderness of the eyes with

Compare Bacon(Z)t' Augmentis, VII. cap. ii.): "Thefablegoes
of the ba^ili.sk, that if he see you first, you die for it, but if you
see him first, he dies." Bacon refers to Pliny [A'at. Hiii. viii. 33).

8 Job X. II.

abhor those who blasplieme the wise and
good Artificer, and from what is spoken and
read, and whatever tliou canst thyself discover
or conceive, fro/n the greatness and beauty of
the creatures ntayest pivporticnably :ce the maker
of them \ and bending the knee with godly
reverence to the Maker of the worlds, the
worlds, I mean, of sense and thought, both
visible and invisible, thou majcst with a
grateful and holy tongue, with unwearied lips

and heart, praise God and say, /foza wonderfitl

are Thy works, O Lord; in zcisdom hast Thou
made them all^. For to Thee belongeth honour,
and glory, and majesty, both now and through-
out all ages. Amen.

9 Xenophon {Meiiior. Socratis, I. cap. iv.): "And moreover
does not this also ?eem to thee like a work of providence, that,
whereas the sight is weak, the Creator furnished it with eyelids
for doors, which are opened whenever there is need to use the
sight, but are closed in sleep."

» Wisdom .\iii. 5. 2 Ps. civ. 24.

APPENDIX TO LECTURE IX.

Note.—In the manuscripts which contain

this discourse under the name of " A Homily
of S. Basil on God as Incomprehensible,''' some
portions are changed to suit that subject : but

the conclusion especially is marked by great

addition and variation, which it is well to re-

produce here. Accordingly in place of the

words in §15 : rt fiffinTOf, "What is there to

find fault with?" and the following, the manu-
scripts before mentioned Iiave it thus :

" What is there to find fault wiUi in the fram-

ing of the body ? Come forth into the midst

and speak. Control thine own will, and nothing

evil shall proceed from any of thy members.
For every one of these has of necessity been
made for our use. Chasten thy reasoning unto

piety, submit to God's commandments, and
none of these members sin in working and serv-

ing in the uses for which they were made. If

thou be not willing, the eye sees not amiss, the

ear hears nothing which it ought not, the hand
is not stretched out for wicked greed, the foot

vvalketh not towards injustice, thou hast no

strange loves, committestno fornication, covetest

not thy neighbour's wife. Drive out wicked

thoughts from thine heart, be as God made
thee, and thou wilt rather give thanks to thy

Creator.

Adam at first was without clothing, faring

daintily in Paradise : and after he had received

the commandment, but failed to keep it, and
wickedly stretched forth his hantl (not because

the hand wished this, but because his will

stretched forth his hand to that which was for-

bidden), because of his disobedience he lost

also the good things he had received. Thus
the members are not the cause of sin to those

who use them, but the wicked mind, as the

Lord says, /vr outoftheheartproceed cvi/thoughts,

fornications, adulleries, cnvyings, and such like.

In what things thou chooscst, therein thy limbs

serve thee ; they are excellently made for the

service of the soul : they are provided as ser-

vants to thy reason, (uiide them well by the

motion of piety; bridle them by the fear of

God ; bring them into subjection to the desire
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of temperance and abstinence, and they will

never rise up against thee to tyrannise over

thee ; but rather they will guard thee, and help

thee more mightily in thy victory over the

devil, while expecting also the incorruptible and

everlasting crown of the victory. Who openeth

the chambers of the womb ? Who, &c."

At the end of the same section, after the

words " Wise Creator," this is found :
" Glorify

Him in His unsearchable works, and concerning

Him whom thou art not capable of knowing
inquire not curiouslv what His essence is. It

is better for thee to keep silence, and in faith

adore, according to the divine Word, than dar-

ingly to search after things which neither thou

canst reach, nor Holy Scripture hath delivered

to thee. These points my discourse has now
treated at large, that thou mayest abhor those

who blaspheme the wise and good Artificer,

and rather mayest thyself also say, How 7von-

derful are Thy worizs O Lord ; in wisdom hast

Thou made them all. To Thee be the glory,

and power, and worship, with the Holy Spirit,

now and ever, and throughout all ages. Amen."



LECTURE X.

Ox THE Clause, Axd in one Lord Jesus Christ, with a reading from

THE First Etistle to the Corinthians.

Fot though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or on earth ' / yet to us there is One

God, the Father, of whom are all things, and tve in Him; and One Lord Jesus Christ,

through whom are all things, and ive through Him.

1. They who have been taught to beheve
'in One God the Father Almighty," ought
also to beheve in His Only-begotten Son.
For he that denieth the Son, the same hath not
the Father''. lam the Door^, saith Jesus ; no one
Cometh unto the Father but through Me''. For
if thou deny the Door, the knowledge concern-
ing the Father is shut off from thee. No man
knoweth the Father, save the Son, and he to

whomsoever the Son shall reveal Him 5. For if

thou deny Him who reveals, thou remainest in

ignorance. There is a sentence in the
Gospels, saying. He that belia'eth not on the

Son, shall not see life; but the wrath of God
abideth on him^ For the Father hath indig-

nation when the Only-begotten Son is set at

nought. For it is grievous to a king that

merely his soldier should be dishonoured; and
when one of his nobler officers or friends is

dishonoured, then his anger is greatly increased

:

but if any should do despite to the king's only-

begotten son himself, who shall appease the
father's indignation on behalf of his only-

begotten son ?

2. If, therefore, any one wishes to shew
piety towards God, let him worship the Son,
since otherwise the Father accepts not his

service. The Father spake with a loud voice
from heaven, saying, This is A/v beloved Son, in

ivhom I am well p;cased t. The Father was
well pleased ; unless thou also be ^vell pleased
in Him, thou hast not life. Le not thou
carried away with the Jews when they craftily

say, There is one God alone ; but with the

knowledge that God is One, know that there

is also an Only begotten Son of God. I am not

the first to say this, but the Psalmist in the

person of the Son saith. The Lord said unto

» I c
many aitn

'or. viii. 5, 6. Cyril omits the clause : as there be gods
id lords many. ^ i John ii. 23. 3 lb. x. 9.^ _, 23. 3 Jb. X. 9.

4 lb. xiv. 6. S Matt. xi. 27. * John iii. 36.

7 Matt. iii. 17.

Me, Thou art My Son^. Heed not therefore
what the Jews say, but what the Prophets say.

Dost thou wonder that they who stoned anrl

slew the Prophets, set at nought the Prophets'
words ?

3. Believe thou in One Lord Jesus Christ,
the Onlv-begotten Son of God. For we
say " One Lord Jesus Christ," that His Son-
ship may be " Only-begotten :" we say " One,"
that thou mayest not suppose another : we
say "One," that thou mayest not profanely
diffuse the many names 9 of His action among
many sons. For He is called a Door'; but
take not the name literally for a thing of wootl,

but a spiritual, a living Door, discriminating

those who enter in. He is called a Way% not
one trodden by feet, but leading to the Father
in heaven ; He is called a Sheep 3, not an irra-

tional one, but the one which through its

precious blood cleanses the world from its

sins, which is led before the shearers, and
knows when to be silent. This Sheep again is

called a Shepherd, who says, / am the Good
Shepherd "^ : a Sheep because of His manhood,
a Shepherd because of the loving-kindness of

His Godhead. And wouldst thou know that

there are rational sheep ? the Saviour says to

the ApostleSj Behold, I sendyou as sheep in the

midst ofivolves s. Again, He is called a Lion "",

not as a devourer of men, but indicating as it

were by the title His kingly, and stedfast,

and confident nature : a Lion He is also

called in opposition to the lion our adver-

8 Ps. ii. 7.

9 TO ^roAu^.j^'v;xo^, a word used by the Greek Poets of their got' =,

as by Homer (/Acww to Demeter, i8, 32) of Zeus, Kpot^ot; ttoAuuj-

i/u^os uids. Cf. Sopli. Ant. iii;; Aeschyl. Prom. V. 210.
' John X. 7, 9. Cyril calls Christ a "spiritii.nl," or "ratioii.il

(Aoyiic)}) door, ' and applies the same term to His sheep, below.

Origen (/« Evnng;. Joh. Tom. i. cap. 29): @upa 6 2a>Ti]p avayi-

ypaTTTOi, ibid. ^i\dv0pojiro'; Si uv . . . noi/utrji/ yii/trai.

» John xiv. 6. 3 lb. i. 29 ; Is. liii. 7, 8 ; Acts viii. 32.

4 John X. II S Matt. x. 10, 16. * Gen. xlix. 9 ;

Apoc. V. s.
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sary, who roars and devours those who have
been deceived 7. p'or tlie Saviour came, not as

having changed the gentleness of His own
nature, but as the strong Lion of the tribe of
Jiidah ^, saving thcni tliat believe, but treading

down the adversary. He is called a Stone,

not a lifeless stone, cut out by men's hands,
but a chi(f corner-stone 9, on whom ivhosoevcr

belicveth shall not be put to shame.

4. He is called Christ, not as having been
anointed by men's hands, but eternally an-

ointed by the Father to His High-Priesthood
on behalf of men '. He is called Dead, not
as having abode among the dead, as all in

Hades, but as being alone //y<? among the dead^.

He is called Son of Man, not as having had
His generation from earth, as each of us,

but as coming upon the clouds to judge
BOTH Quick and Deads. He is called

Lord, not improperly as those who are so
called among men, but as having a natural

and eternal Lordship 4. He is called Jesus by
a fitting name, as having the appellation from
His salutary healing. He is called Son, not as

advanced by adoption, but as naturally be-

gotten. And many are the titles of our
Saviour ; lest, therefore. His manifold appel-

lations should make thee think of many sons,

and because of the errors of the heretics, who
say that Christ is one, and Jesus another, and
the Door another, and so on 5, the Faith secures

thee beforehand, saying well, In One Lord
Jesus Christ : for though the titles are many,
yet their subject is one.

5. But the Saviour comes in various forms
to each man for his profit^. For to those who
have need of gladness He becomes a Vine

;

and to those who want to enter in He stands

as a Door ; and to those who need to offer

up their prayers He stands a mediating High

8 Ps. cxviii. 22. 9 Is. xxvili. i6

;

7 1 Pet. V. 8.

I Pet. ii. 4—6.
' The reading of the earlier Editions invip avOpojiruiv is free

from all difficulty, and so the more likely to have been substituted
for what is at first sight more difficult virip avOponrov, the reading
of Cod. Ciislin. adopted by the IJenedictine and subsequent
Editors. I'he idea of a super-human Priesthood to which the
Son in His Divine n;iture was anointed by the Father from
eternity is repeated by Cyril in § 14 of this Lecture, and in Cat. xi.

I, 14. See Index, "Priesthood," and the reference there given to

a fuller consideration of the subject in the Introduction.
2 Ps. Ixxxviii. 5.

3 John V. 27. Comparing what Cyril says here with Cat. iv. 15,
and XV. 10, we sec that he iiilmus to exjilain why Clirist is called
the "Son of Man" when "fie cometh again from heaven," and
" no more from earth." The preceding clause refers to His first

coming in the flesh, as diffeiing in the manner of His conception
and birth from other men.

4 Cf, Athanas. (i-. Arinii. II. xv. 14), "That very Word who
was by nature I.ord, and was then made man, hath by means
of a servant's form been made Lord of all and Christ."

5 Cf. Ircnrcns (III. xvi. 8): "All therefore are outside the
Dispensation, wlio under pretence of knowledge understand that

Jesus was one, and Christ another, and the Only-begotten another
(from whom .again is the Word), and the Saviour another." The
Cerintliians, I'.bionites, Ophites, and Valentinians are mentioned
by Irenxus as thus separating tlie Christ from Jesus.

'' Cf. Athanas. (/;//>/. X.): "Since He is rich and manifold,
He varies Himself according to the individual capacity of each
soul."

Priest. Again, to those who have sins He
becomes a Sheep, that Fie may be sacrificed

for them. He is }nade all things to all men 7,

remaining in His own nature what He is. For
so remaining, and holding the dignity of Flis

Sonship in reality unchangeable. He adapts
Himself to our infirmities, just as some ex-

cellent physician or compassionate teacher

;

though He is Very Lord, and received not the

Lordship by advancement ^, but has the dignity

of His Lordship from nature, and is not called

Lord improperly 9, as we are, but is so in verity,

since by the Father's bidding' He is Lord of His
own works. For our lordship is over men of

equal rights and like passions, nay often over
our elders, and often a young master rules over
aged servants. But in the case of our Lord
Jesus Christ the Lordship is not so '; but He is

first Maker, then Lord ^
: first He made all

things by the Father's will, then. He is Lord of

the things which were made by Him.
6. Christ the Lord is He who was born in

the city of David ^. And wouldest thou know

7 I Cor. ix. 22.
8 fK TrpoKOTrjs. We learn from Athanasius (c. Arian. i. 37, 38,

40;, that from St. Paul's language Philipp. ii. 9: "Wherefore
also God highly exalted Him, &c.," and from Ps. xlv. 7 :

" Thou
hast loved righteousness and hated iniquity : therefore God, thy
God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy
fellows," the Arians argued that Christ first received Divine
honour as Son and Lord as the reward of His obedience as Man.
Athanasius replies (c. 40) :

" He was not from a lower state pro-
moted ; but rather, existing as God, He took the form of a ser-
vant, and in taking it was not promoted but humbled Himself.
Where then is there here any reward of virtue, or what advance-
ment (TrpoKOTrr;) and promotion in humiliation?"
The same doctrine had been previously held by the disciples

of Paul of Samosata, who said that Christ was not originally God,
but after His Incarnation was by advance (eic Trpo/conTJs) made
God, from being made by nature a mere man : see Athanas.
(^de Decretis, § 24, c. Arian. i. 38). S. Cyril refers to the error,
and uses the same word, in xi. i, 7, 13, 15, 17, and xiv. 27.

9 KaraxpijcrTiKco?, i.e. in a secondary or metaphorical sense.
Cf. vii. 5.

1 j/ev/xoTi, " command" or "bidding," as expressed by nodding
the head.

2 Origen {De Pt-incifiits, I. ii. 10) had argued that "even
God cannot be called Omnipotent, unless there exist those over
whom He may exercise His power," and therefore creation must
have been eternal, or God could not have been eternally Omni-
potent. In other passages Origen declares it an impiety to hold
that matter is co-etetnal with God {De Priitcip. II. i. 4), and yet
maintains that there were other worlds before this, and that there
was never a time when there was no world existing.
Methodius, in a fragment of his work On things Created, pre-

served by Photius, and quoted by Bishop Bull (/Ay. Fid. A'ic. II.

xiii. 9), argues against these theories of Origen. that in John i. 2
the words "The same was in the beginning with God" indicate
the authority (to efouo-ioo'TiKoi') of the Word which He had with
the Father before the world came into existence ; since from all

eternity God the Father, together with His Word, possessed the
Almighty power whereby whenever He would He could create
worlds to rule over.

Dean Church remarks that "On the other hand TertuUian,
contra llcrino^. 3, considering the attributes in question to be-
long not to the Divine Nature, but Office, denies that God was
Almighty (Lord?) from eternity; while the Greeks affirmed this

(vid. Cyril Alex, in Joanu. xvii. S, p. 963 ; Athan. Oral. ii. 12— 14),

as understanding by the term the inherent but latent attribute

of doing what He had not yet done, to tfoucriao-TiKor."

Cleopas, the Jerusalem Editor, regards the' passage as directed
against Paul of Samosata, who asserted that Christ had become
God, and received His kingdom and Lordship only after His In-

carnation, and remarks :

—
" S. Cyril evidently regards the Lordship

of Jesus Christ as twofold : one that w hich from eternity be-
longed to Him as God, which he calls natural, according to which
' He was ever both Lord and King, as being by nature God"
(Cyril Alex, in Johann. co.\>. xvii.); and the other the Lordship
in time relative to the creatures, by which He exercises domi-
nion over the works created by Him, as being their Maker,"

3 Luke ii. 11.
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that Christ is Lord with the Father c\en before

His hicarnation , that thou mayest not only

accept the statement by faith, but mayest also

receive proof from the Old Testament? Go
to the first book, Genesis : God saith, Let us

make man, not * in My imaye,' but, /'// Our
imai^e^. And after Adam was made, the sacred

writer says, Aud God created fuan; in the

image of God orated He him ^. For he did not
limit the dignity of the Godhead to the Father
alone, but included the Son also : that it might
be shewn that man is not only the work of

God, but also of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is

Himself also Very God. This Lord, who
works together with the Father, wrought with

Him also in the case of Sodom, according

to the Scripture : And the Lord rained upon
Sodom and Gomorrah fire and brimstonefrom
the Lord out of heaven t. This Lord is He who
afterwards was seen of Moses, as much as he
was able to see. For the Lord is loving unto
man, ever condescending to our infirmities.

7. Moreover, that you may be sure that this

is He who was seen of Moses, hear Paul's testi-

mony, when he says. For they all drank of a

spiritual rock that foUozced them ; and the rock

was Christ ^. And again : Byfaith Mosesforsook
Egypt ^, and shortly after he says, accounting

the reproach of Christ greater riches than the

treasures in Egypt \ This Moses says to Him,
Shew me Thyself Thou seest that the

Prophets also in those times saw the Christ,

that is, as far as each was able. Shexo me Thy-

self, that / may see Thee -with understanding ^.

But He saith. There shall no man see My face,

and live'i. For this reason then, because no
man could see the face of the Godhead and
live, He took on Him the face of human
nature, that we might sec this and live. And
yet when He wished to shew even that with a

little majesty, when His face did shine as the

sun*, the disciples fell down afi'righted. If

then His bodily countenance, shining not in

the full power of Him that wrought, but

according to the capacity of the Disciples,

afi'righted them, so that even thus they could

not bear it, how could any man gaze upon the

majesty of the Godhead? *A great thing,'

saith the Lord, ' thou desircst, O Moses : and I

approve thine insatiable desire, and I ivill do

4 Among those who denied the Divine pra;-e.\-istence of Christ

Cleopas enumerates Ebion, Carpocrates, Theodotus, Artemon,
Paul of Samosata, Marcellus, and Photinus.

5 Gen. i. 26. 6 lb. i. 27. 7 lb. x!x. 24.

8 I Cor. X. 4. 9 Heb. xi. 27.
« Heb. xi. 26. Quoting from memory Cyril mistakes the order

of the two sentences.
» Ex. xxxiii. 13. Cyril means that even before His Incarna-

tion Christ was seen as far as was possiLle by Prophets such as

Mo.ses. This view w.ts held by many of the Fathers before Cyril.

See Justin M. ('/>)//;. § 56 ff.) ; 'i'ertull. {^adv. Praxean, § 16);

'iimQh.iOciiionstr. I:vaiig.W. 13— 16).

3 Ex. xxxiii. 20 4 Matt. xvu. 2.

this things for thee, but according as thou art

able. Behold, I will put thee in the clift cf the

rock^ : for as being little, thou shalt lodge in a
little space.'

8. Now here I wish you to make safe wliat

I am going to say, because of the Jews. For
our object is to prove that the Lord Jesus Christ
was with the Father. The Loud then says to

Moses, L will pass by before thee with Myglory^
and will proclaim the name of the Lord before

theeT. Being Himself the Lord, what Lord
doth He proclaim ? Thou seest how He was co-

vertly teaching the godly doctrine of the Father
and the Son. And again, in what follows it is

written word for word : And the Lord descended

in the cloud, and stood with him there, and pro-
claimed the name of the Lord. And the Lord
passed by before him, andproclaimed, The Lord,
the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-

suffering, and abundant in goodftess and truth,

both keeping righteousness a?id shelving mercy

unto thousands, taking away iniquities, and
transgressions, and sins ^. Then in what follows,

Moses bowed his head and icorshipped^ before

the Lord who proclaimed the Father, and said :

Go Thou then, U Lord, in the midst of us '.

9. This is the first proof: receive now a

second plain one. The Lord said unto my
Lord, sit Thou on My right hand''. The Lord
says this to the Lord, not to a servant, but to

the Lord of all, and His own Son, to whom
He put all things in subjection. But zahen He
saith that all things are put utider LLim, it is

manifest thai He is excepted, which did put all

things under LLim, and what follows ; that God
may be all in all^. The Only-begotten Son is

Lord of all, but the obedient Son of the

Father, for He grasped not the Lordship 4,

but received it by nature of the Father's

own will. For neither did the Son grasp it,

nor the Father grudge to impart it. He it is

who saith. All things are delivered untoMe ofMy
Father^; "delivered unto Me, not as though

5 Ex. xxxiii. 17. Gr. Aoyoi/, " word," in imitation of the

Hebrew idiom.
6 Ex. xxxiii. 22.

7 Ex. xxxiii. 19. Literally " will call in the name of the Lord
(Jeliovali) :" compare Gen. iv. 26.

8 Ex. xxxiv. 5—7. For "keeping; righteousness and shewing

mercy," the Hebrew has only " keeping mercy."
9 Ex. xxxiv. 8. » lb. xxxiv. p.
2 Ps. ex. I. Heb. "An oracle of Jchovafi unto my lord."

Cyril's argument is based upon the common mistake of supposing

that Kwpto? represents the same Hebrew wortl in both parts

of the sentence. 3 i Cor. xv. 27, 2S.

4 Cyril evidently alludes to Philipp. ii. 6, " Who beuig in the

form of God thought it not a prize to be on an equality with

God:" for the ri:4ht interpretation of which passage, see Dean
Gwynn's notes in the Speaker's Commentary.

5 Malt. xi. 27; Luke x. 22. On this text Ath.inasius wrote

a special treatise (/» iUtiii^ Omnia,' &'c.\ against the arguments

of .\rius, Eusebius, and their fellows, who said,—" If all thuigs

were delivered (meaning by ' all ' the Lordship of CrcatL.n). there

was once a time wlicn He had them not. IJut if He had them

not, He is not of the Father, for it He were, He would on that

account have had them always."

Again (contr. Arian. Oral. IIL cap. xxvii. 8.36), Athanasius

argues: "Lest a man, perceiving that the Son has all that the

Father hath, from the exact likeness and identity of what 1 e
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I had them not before ; and I keep them well,

not robbing Him who hath given them."

10. The Son of God then is Lord: He is

Lord, who was born in Bethlehem of Judpea,

according to the Angel who said to the

sliepherds, I brins:;yon good tidings ofgreatjoy,

that jinto you is bor/i tJiis day in the city oj

David Christ the Lord^ : of whom an Apostle

says elsewhere, The 7vord wJiich God sent tuito

the children of Israel, preaching the gospel of
peace byJesus Christ : He is Lord of allT . But
when he says, of all, do thou except nothing

from His Lordship : for whether Angels, or

Archangels, or principalities, or powers, or

any created thing named by the Apostles,

all are under the Lordship of the Son. Of
Angels He is Lord, as thou hasJ. it in the

Gospels, Then the Devil departed from Him,
and the Angels came and ministered unto Him ^

;

for the Scripture saith not, they succoured

Him, but they ministered unto flim, that is,

like servants. When He was about to be
born of a Virgin, Gabriel was then His servant,

having received His service as a peculiar

dignity. When He was about to go into

Egypt, that He might overthrow the gods of

Egypt made with hands 9, again an Angel
appeareth to Joseph in a dream '. After He had
been crucified, and had risen again, an Angel
brought the good tidings, and as a trustworthy

servant said to the women, Go, tell His disciples

that He is risen, and goeth before you into Gali-

lee; lo, I have told you ^ : almost as if he had
said, " I have not neglected my command, I

protest that I have told you ; that if ye dis-

regard it, the blame may not be on me, but on
those who disregard it." This then is the One
Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the lesson just

now read speaks : For though there be many
that are called gods, whether in heaven or in

earth, and so o\'\,yet to us there is 0)ie God, the

Father, ofwhom are all things, and 7ve in Him ;

and One Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are

all things, and we through Llim 3.

11. And He is called by two names, Jesus
Christ

; Jesus, because He saves,— Christ, be-

liath, should wmider into the impiety of Sabullius, considering
Him to be the Father, therefore He has said, Was given untn JMe,

and / received., and Were delivered to IMe, only to shew that He
is not the Father, but the Father's Word, and the Eternal Son,
who, because of His likeness to the Father, has eternally what
He has from Him, and, because He is the Son, has from tiie

Father what eternally He hath."
6 Luke ii. lo, ii. 7 Acts x. 36. 8 Matt. iv. 11.

9 Isa. xix. I. " Heboid, the LoRn rideth upon a swift cloud,
and Cometh unto Egypt : and the idols of Egypt shall be moved
at His piesence." The prophecy was ^Uiip >sed by many of the
Fathers to have been fulfilled by the (light into Egypt. Cf.

Atlian.as. (i?/. LXI. ad Maxiniitiii, § 4) :
'' As a child He came

down to Egypt, and brought to nougiit its idols made with hands :

"

and (^de lucarii. § 36) :
" Which of the righteous men or kings

went down into Egypt, so that at his coining the idols of ICgypt
fell ?" On the passage of Isaiah see Uolitzsch, and Kay {iSJieakers

Commentary).
» Matt. ii. 13. » lb. xxviii. 7. 3 i Cor. viii. 5, 6.

cau.se He is a Priest *. And knowing this the in-

spired i'rophet Moses conferred these two titles

on two men distinguished above alls ; his own
successor in the government, Auses ^, he re-

named Jesus ; and his own brother Aaron he

surnamed Christ?, that by two well-approved

men he might represent at once both the High
Priesthood, and the Kingship of the One Jesus

Christ who was to come. For Christ is a High
Priest like Aaron ; since He glorified not Him-
self to be made a High Priest, but He that spake

unto Him, Thou art a Priest for ever after the

order of Melchizedek^. And Jesus the son of

Nave was in many things a type of Him. For

when he began to rule over the people, he

began from Jordan 9, whence Christ also, after

He was baptized, began to preach the gospel.

And the son of Nave appoints twelve to divide

the inheritance'; and twelve Apostles Jesus

sends forth, as heralds of the truth, into all the

world. The typical Jesus saved Rahab the

harlot when she believed : and the true Jesus

says. Behold, the publicans and the harlots go

before you into the kingdom of God^. With only

a shout the walls of Jericho fell down in the

time of the type : and because Jesus said. There

shall not be left here one stone upon another^, the

Temple of the Jews opposite to us is fallen, the

cause of its fall not being the denunciation

but the sin of the transgressors.

12. There is One Lord Jesus Christ, a won-
drous name, indirectly announced beforehand

by the Prophets. For Esaias the Prophet says,

Behold, thy Saviour cometh, having His own re-

ward 4. Now Jesus in Hebrew is by interpreta-

tion Saviour. For the Prophetic gift, foreseeing

the murderous spirit of the Jews against their

Lord 5, veiled His name, lest from knowing it

plainly beforehand they might plot against

Him readily. But He was openly called Jesus

not by men, but by an Angel, who came not

by his own authority, but was sent by the power
of God, and said to Joseph, Pear not to take

unto thee Mary thy wife ; for that which is con-

4 Compare Eusebius {Eccl. Hist. I. cap. iii.), a passage which
Cyril seems to have followed in his explanation of the names
' Jesus ' and ' Christ.'

5 For the common reading e-yicpiTois Travriav Cod. Mon. I. has
fKKpiTOis 7r. which is required both by the construction and the
sense. The change may have been caused by the occurrence
of ey/cpiTui' just below.

f' Eusebius (it.s.) :
" His successor, therefore, who had not

hitherto borne the name Jesus, but had been called by another
name, Auses, which had been given him by his parents, he now
called Jesus, bestowing the name upon him as a gift of honour
far greater than any kingly diadem." Auses is a common cor-

ruption of the name Oshea. See the note on the passage of
Eusebius in this series.

7 Eusebius :
" He consecrated a man high-priest of God, in

so far as that was possible, and him he called Christ." Cf. Lev. iv.

5, i6 ; vi. 22 : 6 icpeus 6 Xpiords.
8 Heb. v. 4, 5, 6. Cyril omits from his quotation the reference

to Ps. ii. 7 :
" Thou art My Son : this day have I begotten Thee."

9 Josh. iii. I. » lb. xiv. i. ' Matt. xxi. 31.
3 Matt. xxiv. 2.

4 Ls.i. Ixii. 11: "Behold, thy salvation cometh; behold, his

reward is with him." 5 to KvptoKTovof tuiv 'lovSaiiav.
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ceivcd in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she sliall

brini:^ forth a Son, and thou shalt call His name
Jesus°. And immediately he renders the reason
of this name, saying, for He shall save His
people from their sins. Consider how He Avho

was not yet born could have a people, vmless

He was in being before He was born 7. This
{ilso the Prophet says in His person, From the

boii'tls of my mother hath He made mention of
My name^ ; because the Angel foretold that He
should be called Jesus. And again concerning
Herod's plot again he says. And under the

shadow ofHis hand hath He hid Me^.
13. Jesus then means according to the

Hebrew " Saviour," but in the Greek tongue
" The Healer ;

" since He is physician of

souls and bodies, curer of spirits, curing the
blind in body ', and leading minds into light,

healing the visibly lame, and guiding sinners'

steps to repentance, saying to the palsied, 5'///

no more, and. Take tip thy bed and walk ^. For
since the body was jmlsied for the sin of

the soul, He ministered first to the soul that

He might extend the healing to the body. If,

therefore, any one is suftering in soul from sins,

there is the Physician for him : and if any one
here is of little faith, let him say to Him,
Help Thou mi7ie unbeliefs. If any is encom-
passed also with bodily ailments, let him not be
faithless, but let him draw nigh ; for to such
diseases also Jesus ministers •*, and let him learn

that Jesus is the Christ.

14. For that He is Jesus the Jews allow, but
not further that He is Christ. Therefore saith

the Apostle, Who is the liar, but he that denieth

thaiJesus is the Christ 5 .? But Christ is a High
Priest, whose priesthood passes not to another ^,

neither having begun His Priesthood in time t,

nor having any successor in His High-Priest-

hood : as thou heardest on the Lord's day, when
we were discoursing in the congregation^ on

6 Matt. i. 20.

7 The Anathema appended to the Creed of Nicaea condemns
those who said irp'iv ytftn^d-qyai ov/c rju. On this Eusebius of
Cxaaren {£/isi. § 9) remarks : "Moreover to anathematize ' Be-
fore His generation He was not,' did not seem preposterous, in

that it is confessed by all, that the Son of God was before the
generation according to the flesh."

8 Isa. xlix. I. 9 lb. xlix. 2. • ruifiKuv alirBriTlav.

2 John V. 14, 8. 3 Mark ix. 24.

4 Compare the fragment of the Apology of Quadratus pre-
sented to Hadrian 127 A.n., preserved by Eusebius (//.if. IV. iii.) :

" But the works of our .Saviour were always present, for they were
genuine :—those that were healed, and those that arose from the
dead, who were seen not only when they were healed and when
they were raised, but were also always present; and not merely
while the Saviour was on earth, but also after His death they
were alive for a long while, so that some of them survived even to

our times." See the notes on the passage of Eusebius, in this

series.

5 I John ii. 22. 6 Heb. vii. 24.

7 On the opinion that Christ was from all eternity the true
High Priest of the Creation, see Index, Priesthood, and the
relerence there given to the Introduction. Cf. x. 4 : xi. i. Athan.
(c. Arian. Or. ii. \2,J.tI.N,).

8 The word 'synaxis' was used by the early Christians to

distinguish their assemblies from the Jewish 'synagogue,' a word
formed from the same root and more regularly. ' Synaxis ' came
to be used more especially of a celebration of the Eucharist. Sec
Suicer, Thesaurus, Svi/afis.

the phrase, After the Order ofMelchizcdck. He
received not the High-Priesthood from bodily
succession, nor was He anointed with oil

prepared by man"?, but before all ages by the
Father; and He so far excels the others as

ivith an oath He is made Priest : For they are
priests without an oath, but He with an oath by
Him that said, The Lord sware, and will not
repent^. The mere purpose of the l''ath(.r was
sufficient for surety : but the mode of assur-

ance is twofold, namely that with the purpose
there follows the oath also, that by two immu-
table things, in whicJi it was impossible for God
to lie, we might have strong encouragement^ for our
faith, who receive Christ Jesus as the Son of

God.
15. This Christ, when He was come, the

Jews denied, but tlie devils confessed. But
His forefather Lavid was not ignorant of Him,
when he said, / ha^'e ordained a lamp for
mine Anointed^ : which lamp some have inter-

preted to be the brightness of Prophecy *, others

the flesh which He took upon Him from the

Virgin, according to the Apostle's word. But
we have this treasure in earthen vessels s. The
Prophet was not ignorant of Him, when He
said, and announceth unto men His Christ ^.

Moses also knew Him, Isaiah knew Him, and
Jeremiah ; not one of the Prophets was ig-

norant of Him. Even devils recognised Him,
for He rebuked them, and the Scripture says,

because they knew that He was Christi. The
Chief-priests knew Him not, and the devils

confessed Him : the Chief Priests knew Him
not, and a woman of Samaria proclaimed Him,
saying, Come, see a man which told me all things

that ever I did. Is not this the Christ^ i

16. This is Jesus Christ who came a High-
Priest of the good things to come^ ; who for tiie

bountifulness of His Godhead imparteil His
own title to us all. For kings among men
have their royal style which others may not

share : but Jesus Christ being the Son of God
gave us the dignity of being called Christians.

But some one will say. The name of " Chris-

tians " is new, and was not in use aforetime ' :

and new-fashioned phrases are often objected to

9 <r/cei/o(7Tu), Ex. xxx. 22—25: "a perfume compounded (ixvpe-

xl/iKov) after th'e art of the perfumer " (K.V.).
I Heb. vii. 21. * lb. vi. i8.

3 Ps. cxxxii. 17. The " lamp for the Anointed " was commonly
applied by the Fathers to John the Baptist. Compare John v. 35,

and Bishop Westcott's note there.

4 2 Pet. i. 19. The supposed reference in the Psalm to the

lamp of prophecy is mentioned by Eusebius (^Dcmonsir. Evang.
IV. cap. 16).

5 2 Cor. iv. 7. The reference of the ' lamp' to Christ's Incarna-

tion is mentioned by Eusebius (u.s.) and other Fathers.

6 Amos. iv. 13 : "and declareth unto man what is his thouKht."

For inb^TtllS'
' "^'^^^ '^ •^'^^ t'lought,' the LXX. read "jn^ti^ip.

' His Anointed,' tov Xpi<rTov aiiTov.

7 Luke iv. 41. « John iv. 29.
^

» Heb. ix. 11.
__

I ovK cTToAiTeuero, "was not in citizenship," " not natur.ih-ed.

Cf. Sueton. A'ero. cap. 16: "Christiani, genus hominum supcr-

stitionis novae et maleficae."
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on the score of strangeness*. The prophet made
this point safe beforehand, saying, But upon
Aly servants shall a iieiv fiaiiie be called^ 7vhich

shall be blessed upon the earth 3. Let us question

the Jews : Are ye servants of the Lord, or

not ? Shew then your new name. For ye
were called Jews and Israelites in the time of

Moses, and the other prophets, and after the

return from Babylon, and up to the present

time : where then is your new name ? But

we, since we are servants of the Lord, have

that new name : netv indeed, but the new
7iaine, which shall be blessed upon the earth.

This name caught the world in its grasp : for

Jews are only in a certain region, but Chris-

tians reach to the ends of the world : for it is

the name of the Only-begotten Son of God
that is proclaimed.

17. But wouldest thou know that the

Apostles knew and preached the name of

Christ, or rather had Christ Himself within

them ? Paul says to his hearers. Or seek ye a

proof of Christ that speaketh in me '' 1 Paul pro-

claims Christ, saying, For we preach not our-

selves, but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves

your servantsforJesus' sake s. Who then is this ?

The former persecutor. O mighty wonder !

The former persecutor himself preaches Christ.

But wherefore ? Was he bribed ? Nay there

was none to use this mode of persuasion.

But was it that he saw Him present on earth,

and was abashed ? He had already been
taken up into heaven. He went forth to per-

secute, and after three days the persecutor is a

preacher in Damascus. By what power ?

Others call friends as witnesses for friends :

but I have presented to you as a witness the

former enemy : and dost thou still doubt ?

The testimony of Peter and John, though

weighty, was yet of a kind open to suspicion :

for they were His friends. But of one who
was formerly his enemy, and afterwards dies

for His sake, who can any longer doubt the

truth ?

18. At this point of my discourse I am
truly filled with wonder at the wise dispen-

sation of the Holy Spirit ; how He confined

the Epistles of the rest to a small number, but

to Paul the former persecutor gave the pri-

vilege of writing fourteen. For it was not

because Peter or John was less that He re-

strained the gift ; God forbid ! But in order

that the doctrine might be beyond question,

He granted to the former enemy and per-

secutor the privilege of writing more, in order

that we all might thus be made believers. For
all 7vere amazed at Paul, and said. Is not this he

that was formerly a persecutor^? Did he not
come hither, that he might lead us away bound
to Jerusalem ? Be not amazed, said Paul, I

know that // is hard for me to kick against the

pricks : I know that lam ttot worthy to be called

an Apostle, because I persecuted the Church of
GodT ; but I did it i?i ignorance^ : for I thought

that the preaching of Christ was destruction of

the Law, and knew not that He came Himself
to fulfil the Law and not to destroy it 9. But the

grace of God was exceeding abundant in me '.

19. Many, my beloved, are the true testimonies

concerning Christ. The Father bears witness

from heaven of His Son : the Holy Ghost
bears witness, descending bodily in likeness

of a dove : the Archangel Gabriel bears wit-

ness, bringing good tidings to Mary : the

Virgin Mother of God* bears witness: the

blessed place of the manger bears witness.

Egypt bears witness, which received the Lord
while yet young in the body 3 ; Symeon bears

witness, who received Him in his arms, and
said. Now, Lord, lettest Thou Thy servant de-

part in peace, according to Thy word ; for mine
eyes have seen Thy salvatioti, which Thou hast

prepared before the face of all people^. Anna
also, the prophetess, a most devout widow, of

austere life, bears witness of Him. John
the Baptist bears witness, the greatest among
the Prophets, and leader of the New Cove-
nant, who in a manner united both Cove-

nants in Himself, the Old and the New.
Jordan is His witness among rivers ; the sea

of Tiberias among seas : blind and lame bear

witness, and dead men raised to life, and
devils saying. What have we to do with Thee,

Jesus 1 we know Thee, who Thou art, the Holy
One of God^. Winds bear witness, silenced at

His bidding: five loaves multiplied into five

2 TO ^cVor.
3 Isa. Ixv. IS, 16. The LXX. here dep.irt from the meaning

of the Hebrew :
" lie s/iall call I/is scrvtiiUs hy another name :

ij that he who Hcsscih himselfin the earth shall Hess himselfin
the God 0/truth " (R. V.).

4 2 Cor. xlii. 3. 5 lb. iv. 5.

6 Acts ix, 21. 7 I Cor. XV. 9. 8 i Xim. i. 13.

9 Matt. V. 17. I I Tim. i. 14.
2 T] QioTOKo^—Deipara. Gibbon (Chap, xlvii. 34) says, " It is

not easy to fix the invention of this word, which La Croze {Chris-
tianisr.ie des Indes, torn. i. p. 16) ascribes to Eusebius of Caesarea
and the Arians. The orthodox testimonies are produced by Cyril
(of Alexandria) and Petavius {Dogmat. Thcolog. torn. v. L. v.

cap. 15, p. 254, &c.), but the veracity of the Saint is questionable,

and the epithet of eeoroKos so easily slides from the margin to

the text of a Catholic MS." This passage is justly described
as "Gibbon's calumny'' by Dr. Newman: see his notes on the
title SeoTOKOs (Athau. c. Arian. Or. ii. cap. 12, n. ; Or. iii.

capp. 14, 29, 33). The word is certainly used by Origen {Deut.
xxii. 13, Lommatzsch. Tom. x. p. 378): "She that is already
betrothed is called a wife, as also in the case of Joseph and
the Theotokos." Cf. Archelaus {Dis/>ut. cum Mane, cap. xxxiv.

"qui dc Maria Dei Genetrice natus est") ; Eusebius \de Vita
Constantini, III. cap. 43: "The pious Empress adorned with
rare memorials the place of the travail of the Theotokos"). For
other examples see Suicer's Thesaurus, Ocotokos, Pearson, Creed,
Art. iii. notes I, m, n, o, and Routh, Reliq. Sacr. ii. p. 332.

3 '' Chrysostom describing the flourishing state of the Church
in Egypt in those times, says :

' Egypt welcomes and saves Him
when a fugitive and plotted against, and receives a beginning as

it were of its appropriation to Him, in order that when it shall

hear Him proclaimed by the Apostles, it may in their day also

be honoured as having been first to welcome Him ' " (Clcopas),
4 Luke ii. 29, 30. 5 Mark i. 24,
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thousand bear Him witness. The holy wood
of the Cross bears witness, seen among us to

this day, and from this place now almost

filling; the whole world, by means of those who
in faith take portions from it °. The palm-tree ^

on the ravine bears witness, having supplied

the palm-branches to the children who then

hailed Him. Gethsemane ^ bears witness, still

to the thoughtful almost shewing Judas. Gol-

gotha 9, the holy hill standing above us here,

bears witness to our sight : the Holy Sepulchre

bears witness, and the stone which lies there

'

to this day. The sun now shining is His
witness, which then at the time of His saving

Passion was eclipsed ^
: the darkness is His

witness, which was then from the sixth hour

to the ninth : the light bears witness, which

shone forth from the ninth hour until evening.

The Mount of Olives bears witness, that holy

mount from which He ascended to the Father :

the rain -bearing clouds are His witnesses,

having received their Lord : yea, and the

gates of heaven bear witness [having received

their Lord 3], concerning which the Psalmist

said. Lift up your doors, O ye Princes, and be

6 See Cat. iv. lo, note 7.

7 The Bordeaux Pilgrim, who visited the Holy Places of Jeru-
salem, A.D. 333, c. speaks of this palm-tree as still existing. The
longevity of the palm was proverbial : cf. Aristot. (De Longiiu-
dine I'itae, c. iv. 2).

8 The same Pilgrim (as quoted by the Benedictine Editor)
says, " There is also the rock where Judas Iscariot betrayed
Christ." Compare Cat. xiii. 38. 9 See Index, Golgotha.

• See the passage of the Introduction referred to in Index,
Sepulchre.

3 See Cat. ii. 15, note 8, and xiii. 25, 34, 38. On the super-

natural character of the darkness mentioned in the Gospels see

Meyer, Coinmentary, Matt, xxvii. 45. An eclipse of the sun
was of course impossible, as the moon was full. Mr. J. R. Hind
(Historical Eclipses, "Times," igth July, 1872) states that the

solar eclipse, mentioned by Phlegon the freedman of Hadrian,
which occurred on Nov. 24, A.D. 29, and was partial at Jerusalem,
is " the only solar eclipse that could have Leen visible at Jerusalem
during the period usually fixed for the ministry of Christ." He
adds, " The Moon was eclipsed on the generally received date
of the Crucifixion, 3 April, A.D. 33. I find she had emerged from
the earth's dark shadow a quarter of an hour before she rose at

Jerusalem (6.36 p.m.), but the penumbra continued upon her disc

for an hour afterwards." Thus the "darkness from the sixth hour
unto the ninth " cannot be explained as the natural effect of an
eclipse either solar or lunar.

3 This clause is omitted in Codd. Mon. i, 2, Roe, Casaub., and
is probably repeated from the preceding line : such repetitions,

however, are not uncommon in Cyril's style.

ye lift up, ye everlasting:; doors ; and the King of

Glory shall come in''. His former enemies bear

witness, of whom the blessed Paul is one,

having been a little while His enemy, but for

a long time His servant : the Twelve Apostles

are His witnesses, having preached the truth

not only in words, but also by their own
torments and deaths : the shadow of Peter s

bears witness, having healed the sick in the

name of Christ. The handkerchiefs and aprons

bear witness, as in like manner by Christ's

power they wrought cures of old through Paul ^
Persians ^ and Goths ^, and all the Gentile con-

verts bear witness, by dying for His sake,

whom they never saw with eyes of flesh : the

devils, who to this day 9 arc driven out by the

faithful, bear witness to Him.
20. So many and diverse, yea and more

than these, are His witnesses : is then the

Christ thus witnessed any longer disbelieved ?

Nay rather if there is any one who formerly

believed not, let him now believe : and if any

was before a believer, let him receive a greater

increase of faith, by believing in our Lord

Jesus Christ, and let him understand whose
name he bears. Thou art called a Christian :

be tender of the name; let not our Lord Jesus

Christ, the Son of God, be blasphemed through

thee : but rather let your good works shine be-

fore men ' that they who sec them may in Christ

Jesus our Lord glorify the Father which is in

heaven : To whom be the glory, both now and

for ever and ever. Amen.

4 Ps. xx5v. 7. The first clause is mistranslated by the LXX.
from whom Cyril quotes.

S Acts V. 15. * lb. xix. 12.

7 The persecution of the Christians in Persia by Sapor II.

is described at length by Sozomen {E.fl. II, cc. ix.—xv,, in this

Series). It commenced in a.d, 343, and was going on at the date

of these Lectures and long after. "During fifty years the Cross

lay prostrate in blood and ashes" {Diet. Bi6. ' Sassanida; '). Com-
pare Neander. Church History, Tom. III. p. 148, Bohn.)

8 The Goths here mentioned are the Goihi tninores dwelling

on the north of the Danube, where Ulfilas, "the Apostle of the

Goths" (311—381), converted many of his countrymen to Chris-

tianity. After suffering severe persecution, he was allowed by
Constantius to take refuge with his Arian converts in Moesia and

Thrace. This migration took place in 348 a.d., the same year

in wliich Cyril's Lectures were delivered.

9 See Index, Exorcism. ' Matt. v. 16.



LECTURE XI.

On the words, The Only-Begotten Son of God, Begotten of the Father Very

God before all ages. By Whom all things were made.

Hebrews i. i.

God^ wJio at sundry times and in divers manners spake ift times past unto the Fathers

by the Prophets, hath in these last days spoken u?ito tis by His Son.

1. That we have hope in Jesus Christ has

been sufficiently shewn, according to our
abihty, in what we deHvered to you yesterday.

But we must not simply beheve in Christ

Jesus nor receive Him as one of the many
who are improperly called Christs ^ For they

were figurative Christs, but He is the true

Christ; not having risen by advancement ^ from
among men to the Priesthood, but ever having

the dignity of the Priesthood from the Fathers.

And for this cause the Faith, guarding us be-

forehand lest we should suppose Him to be
one of the ordinary Christs, adds to the pro-

fession of the Faith, that we believe In One
Lord Jesus Christ, The Only-Begotten
Son of God,

2. And again on hearing of a ** Son," think

not of an adopted son but a Son by nature 4,

an Only-begotten Son, having no brother.

For this is the reason why He is called

"Only-begotten," because in the dignity of

the Godhead, and His generation from the

Father, He has no brother. But we call Him
the Son of God, not of ourselves, but because
the Father Himself named Christs His Son ^

:

and a true name is that which is set by
fathers upon their children 7.

3. Our Lord Jesus Christ erewhile became

' Compare x. ii, 15 ; xvi. 13 : xxi. i.

^ ix 7rp0K07rrJ5. See x. 5, note 8.

3 Compare x. 14, note 9.
4 SeTOf. Aihanasius {de Scntentiii Dionysii, % 23), represents

Arms as saying that the Word "is not by nature ((cara ^iaiv)
and in truth Son of God, but is called Son, He too, by adoption
(Kara fleVii'), as a creature." Again {c. Arian. Oral. iii. 19),
he says, "This is the true God and the Life eternal, and we are
made sons througli Hiui by .adoption and grace (ecVei /cai yapm) "

Cf. vii. 10, and § 4, below.
5 The MSS. all road avrov Xpiarov which might mean " Christ

and no other." But Xptarov is probably a gloss introduced from
the margin.

' Compare the passages in which Cyril quotes Ps. ii. 7 as
Cat. vii. 2 ; x. 2 ; xi. 5 ; xii. 18.

'

7 " It was one of the especial rights of a father to choose the
names for his children, and to alter them if he pleased " (D/cf.
Creek and Roman Antii/. " Nomen. i Greek.") The right to the
n;imc given by the father is the subject of one of the Private
Orations of Demosthenes (Ilpbt Boicorbi' 7r«pi toO ovoixaTo^').

Man, but by the many He was unknown.

Wishing, therefore, to teach that which was not

known, He called together His disciples, and
asked them. Whom do men say that I, the Son of

Man, am^?— not from vain-glory, but wishing

to shew them the truth, lest dwelling with

God, the Only-begotten of God 9, they should

think lightly of Him as if He were some mere
man. And when they answered that some
said Elias, and some Jeremias, He said to

them, They may be excused for not knowing,

but ye. My Apostles, who in My name cleanse

lepers, and cast out devils, and raise the

dead, ought not to be ignorant of Him,
through whom ye do these wondrous works.

And when they all became silent (for the

matter was too high for man to learn), Peter,

the foremost of the Apostles and chief herald '

of the Church, neither aided by cunning in-

vention, nor persuaded by human reasoning,

but enlightened in his mind from the Father,

says to Him, Thou art the Christ, not only so,

but the Son of the living God. And there fol-

lows a blessing upon his speech (for in truth

it was above man), and as a seal upon what
he had said, that it was the Father who had
revealed it to him. For the Saviour says,

Blessed art thou, Simon Barfona, for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it to thee, but My Father
which is in heaven '^. He therefore who acknow-
ledges our Lord Jesus Christ the Son of God,
partakes of this blessedness ; but he who de-

nies the Son of God is a poor and miserable

man.
4. Again, I say, on hearing of a Son, under-

8 Matt. xiii. i6.

9 Compare iv. 7 :
' God of G. d beqfotten :

" xiii. 3, and 13 ;

" God the Son of God." Here, however, the iMSS. vary, and trie

reading of Cod. Coisl. Yiui ©toO ixovoyevil is approved by the
Benedictine Editor, though' not adopted. Tlie confusion of Yi<p
and 0e<u is like that in John i. iS.

' o TrpwrocrraTiji; tmv 'Arro(rToA(oi< koi Tr\% 'EKK\T)(n'a$ xopv^aiot
Kijpuf. Cf. ii. 19. - Matt. xvi. 17.
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stand It not merely in an nnproper sense but eternal of a Father eternal, Life of Life be-
as a Son in truth a Son by nature without gotten, and Lii,^ht of Lii-ht, and Truth of
beguin.ng^; not as having come out of bondage

j

Truth, and Wisdom of the Wise, and King of
into a higher state of adoptions but a Son King, and God of God, and Power of Power'
eternally begotten by an inscrutable and
incomprehensible generation. And in like

manner on hearing of the First-borns, think

not that this is after the manner of men ; for

the first-born among men have other brothers
also. And it is somewhere written, Israel is

My so>i,My/irst-boi-n^. But Israel is, as Reuben
was, a first-born son rejected : for Reuben went
lip to his father's couch ; and Israel cast his

Fath.er's Son out of the vinevard, and crucified

Him.
To others also the Scripture says, Ye are the

sons of the Lord your God^ : and in another
place, I have said, Ye are gods, and ye arc all

sons of the Most High^. I have said, not, " I

have begotten." 'I'hey, when God so said,

received the sonship, which before they had
|
descent: iox His generation wJw shalUcd^^^^^

not: but He was not begotten to be other
|
6^^^ is a Spirit^; He who is a Spirit hath

than He was before ; but was begotten from ' spiritually begotten, as being incorporeal, an
the beginning Son of the Father, being above inscrutable and incomprehensible generation
all beginning and all ages. Son of the Father, The Son Himself says of the Father, llie Lcra
in all things like 9 to Him who begat Him, said unto Me, Thou art My Son, to-day have 1

"
I
begotten Thee'^. Now this to-day is not recent,

but eternal : a timeless to-day, before all ages.

From the womb, before the morning star, have
I begotten Thee '.

6. Believe thou therefore on Jesus Christ,
Son of the living God, and a Son Oxlv-
Begotten, according to the Gospel which

the relation of the Son to the Father is clearly shewn by Ath.ina-
sius (lie Synodis, cap. iii. § 53).

' The additions which the Benedictine Editor has here m.-tdc

5. If then thou hear the Gospel saying, The
book if the generation ofJesus Christ, the ^Son of
David, the Son of Abraham-, understand "ac-
cording to the flesh." For He is the Son of
David at the end of the ages \ but the Son of
God BEFORE ATX AGES, without beginning*.
The one, which before He had not, He de-
ceived

; but the other, which He hath. He
hath eternally as begotten of the Father.
Two fathers He hath : one, David, according
to the flesh, and one, God, His Father in
a Divine manners. As the Son of David,
He is subject to time, and to handling,
and to genealogical descent : but as Son ac-
cording to the Godhead ^, He is subject neither
to time nor to place, nor to genealogical

3 Athanasius {,de Synodis, § 15) quotes a passage from the
Th.ilia of Arius, in which he says ; " We praise Him as without
basinning, because of Him who has a beginning : and adore Him
as eternal, because of Him who in time has come to be. He who
is without beginning made the Son a beginning of things created."

It is important, therefore, to notice the sense in which Cyril
here calls the Son a.i'ap\o%. The word has two meanings, which
should be clearly distinguished, (i) tmoriginate, (\\)-vithout begin-
ning ill time. The former referring to origin, or cause, can
properly be applied to the One true'God, or to God tlie Father
only, as it is used by Clement of Alexandria (Protrcpt. cap. v.

§ 65 : Tov rrayTuiV Troirjrriv . . . ayfoovvre^j tov ayaip\ov Qeov.
[Strom. IV. cap. .\xv. § 164 : 6 0cbs &i avapxoi apxi) liiv oAwi/
jToiTeAJjs dpviis n-otrjTiicds]. [Strouiat. V. cap. xiv. § 142 : ef ipx^^
avapxov]. Niethodius {ob. 312 a.d. circ.) in a fragment (On
things created, % 8, English Trans. Clark's .Ante-Nic. Libr.)com-
menis thus on Joh. i. i— 3 :

" And so after the peculiar unbegin-
fling beginning, who is the Father, He (the Word) is the beginning
of other things, ' by whom all things are made.'

"

In this sense Cyril has said (iv. 4) that God alone is " unbegotten,
unonginate:" and in xi. 20 he explains this more fully,

—" Suffer
none to speak ot a begiiining of the Son in time (xpoviKr^v apx'n"),
but as a timeless beginning acknowledge the Father. For the
Father is the beginning of the Son, timeless, incomprehensible,
without beginning." P'rom a confusion of the two meanings the
word came to be improperly applied in the sense of " unoriginate

'

to the Son, and to the Spirit ; and this improper usage is con-
demned in the 49th Apostolic Canon, which Hefele regards as
amongst the most ancient Canons, and taken from the Apostolic
Constitutions, vi. ii : "If any Bishop or Presbyter shall baptize
nol according to our Lord's ordinance into the Father, and Son,
and Spirit, but into three Unoriginaies, or three Sons, or three
Paracletes, let him be deposed." (ii.) Athanasius frequently calls

the Son a.vapxo<; in the sense of ' timeless,' as being the co-eternal
brightness (a77avya<r/ia)of the Eternal Light : see de Sent. Dionys.
|§ 13. 16, 22 ;

" God is the Eternal Light, which never either be^an
or shall cease : accordingly the Brightness is ever before Him,
and co-exists with Him, without beginning and ever-begotten
(acapYoi' Ka.\ aetyei-f's)."

4 ei? npoKOTTT^v uiofle<riaf. Cf. § 2, note 4.

5 nptoT-oTOicoi'. Tlie word occurs in Heb. i. 6, which had been
read in the Lesson before this Lecture. The exact dogmatic
sense of the word is carefully explained by Athanasius (c. Arian.
Or. ii. 62): " The same cannot be both Only-begotten and First-

born, except in different relations ;—that is, Only-begotten, be-
cause of His generation from the Father, as has been said ; and
First-bom, because of His condescension to the creation, and
His making the many His brethren." See Mr. Robertson's dis-

cuS!>ion cf the word npoiroTOKOi (A than. p. 344, in this series), and
Bp. Bull (De/. Fid. Sic. iii. 5—8).

* Ex. iv. 22. 7 Deut. xiv. i. 8 Pj_ Ixxxii. 6.

9 iv -naaiv ofioioi. See the note on iv. 7. Th.Tt the phr.ise

was not equivalent to bii.ooviTi.oi, and did not adequately express

VOL. VII. I

[iv na<riv]\ ofxoto; riZ yeyevvrfKOTi.' [aifio; «f aiSiov llarpof,] *

ftojj fK ^coijs yeyevvrjiiivoi .... ical ©cos en 0eoO, [icoi Svva/iit

* Codd. Coisl. Ottob. Mon. 2. f Coisl. Ottob. Roe, Casaub
Mon. I, 2. I Coisl. Ottob. Mon. i, 2.

2 Matt. i. I. 3 Heb. ix. 26. 4 See § 4, note 3.
5 0el'Ku;.
6 TO lliv KCLTUi TOf Ao./Sl'S .... TO it" KOTOL T?)!' ©ConjTO.
7 Isa. liii. 8. Compare § 7, below. 8 John iv. 24.
9 Ps. ji. 7.

' Ps. ex. 3. " From the womb of the morning thou hast the
dew of thy youth" (R.V.). There is a remarkable various reading
in Codd. Roe, Casaub. To et <rv, axpovov xal aiSiov' to Si <r>)-

fiepov 7rp6a<(>aTov, oAV ovk aiSwv, oiKtiovpiivov toO narpb; xai

niv (caTO) yeViTjcrir. Kol Trd\iv At'yci- 'Ex ya<rTp'of npo iiaai^opov

yeyevvrjKO. <Tf toOto y-ovov Tijs ©tOTTjTO?' \li<TT(v<TOv, k.t.K. The
words " Thou art My Son," are thus referred to the eternal

generation, and " This day" to the birth in time: whereas in the

received text, followed in our translation, a-riixipov refers to the

timeless and eternal generation of the Son. The former inter-

pretation of Ps. ii. 7 is found in many Fathers, as for example
in Tcrtullian (ad~: Prax. vii. xi.), and Methodius (Conviv.

yirg. VIII. cap. ix.) :
" He says ' Thou art,' and not ' Thou hast

become,' shewing that He had not recently attained to the position

of Son. . . . But the expression, ' This day have I begotten Thee,'

signifies that He willed that existing already before the ages
in heaven He should also be begotten for the world, that is that

He who was before unknown should lie made known." The same
interpretation was held by many Fathers, some referring ai}iitpov

to the Nativity, as Cyprian (adv. Judaos Testim. ii. 8), others to

the Baptism (Justin .NI. Dialog, cap. Ixxxviii. ; TertuUian, adz'.

Marcion. iv. 22). .\tl)anasius (c. Arian. iv. g 27), has a long

discussion on the question whether Ps. ex. 3, <<c ya<rrpb« iroo

iiaa^opov yeye'vvriKa. at, refers to the eternal generation of the

Son, or to His Nativity.
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snys, For God so loved t/ie ivorld, that He gave

His Only-begotten Son, that tvliosocver helicveth

on Him should not ferish, but have everlasting

life^. And again, He that believeth on the Son

is not judged, but hath passed out of death into

life 3. But he that believeth not the Son shall not

see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him 4.

And Jolin testified concerning Him, saying,

And we beheld His glory, glory as of the only-

begotten from the Father,—full of grace and
truth s .• at whom the devils trembled and said,

Ah! 7vhat have we to do with Thee, Jesus, Thou

Son of the living God ^.

7. He is then the Son of God by nature

and not by adoption ?, begotten of the Father.

And he that loveth Him that begat, loveth Him
also that is begotten of Him^ ; but he that

despiseth Him that is begotten casts back the

insult upon Him who begat. And whenever

thou hear of God begetting, sink not down in

thought to bodily things, nor think of a cor-

ruptible generation, lest thou be guilty of

impiety. God is a Spirit 9, His generation is

spiritual : for bodies beget bodies, and for the

generation of bodies time needs must inter-

vene ; but time intervenes not in the genera-

tion of the Son from the Father. And in our

case what is begotten is begotten imperfect

:

but the Son of God was begotten perfect ; for

what He is now, that is He also from the

beginning ', begotten without beginning. We
are begotten so as to pass from infantine

ignorance to a state of reason : thy generation,

man, is imperfect, for thy growth is pro-

gressive. But think not that it is thus in His
case, nor impute infirmity to Him who hath

begotten. For if that which He begat was
imperfect, and acquired its perfection in time,

thou art imputing infirmity to Him who hath

begotten ; if so be, the Father did not bestow
from the beginning that which, as thou sayest,

time bestowed afterwards ^.

8. Think not therefore that this generation

is human, nor as Abraham begat Isaac. For
in begetting Isaac, Abraham begat not what
he would, but what another granted. But in

God the Father's begetting there is neither

ignorance nor intermediate deliberation 3. For

2 John iii. lO. 3 lb. iii. i8 ; v. 24. 4 lb. iii. 36.
5 lb. i. 14. ]>uke iv. 34.
7 t^vaci Ka'i ov fie'crti. Cf. § 2, note 4.
8 1 John V. I. _ 9 John iv. 24. Cf. § 5.
' yeyei/rrjiuc'ro? ai/ap^w?- Cf. § s, note 4.
2 b xpoi'os- IJcncJ. c. Codcl. Roe, C.nsaub. Coisl. o xpdi'oij

Ottob.INIon. I. 2. A. With the latter reading;, the mcannig will
be—"if He did not bestow from the beginning, as thou sayest,
what He bestowed in after times." Cyril does not here address
his auditor, jjut an imaginary opponent,—"O man."
Co n|iare Athan. {cie Syiioiiis, § 26).

3 The Arians appear to have made use of a dilemma: If God
1 egat with will and purpose, these preceded the begetting, and so
jyi/ TTore ore ovk ^i/, there was a time when the Son was not: if

without will and purpose, then He begat in ignorance and of
necessity. Tlie answer is fully given by Athanasnis (r. Arian. iii.

53—67, pp. 423—431 in this Serici).

to say that He knew not what He was be-

getting is the greatest impiety ; and it is no

less impious to say, that after deliberation in

time He then became a Father. For God
was not previously without a Son, and after-

wards in time became a Father ; but hath the

Son eternally, having begotten Him not as

men beget men, but as Himself only knoweth,

who begat Him before all ages Very God.

9. For the Father being Very God begat

the Son like unto Himself, Very God •* ; not as

teachers beget disciples, not as Paul says to

some, For in Christ Jesus I begat you through

the Gospel'^. For in this case he who was not

a son by nature became a son by discipleship,

but in the former case He was a Son by

nature, a true Son. Not as ye, who are to be

illuminated, are now becoming sons of God :

for ye also become sons, but by adoption of

grace, as it is written. But as many as received

Him, to them gave He the right to become

children of God, even to them that believe on

His name: which zvere begotten ?iot of blood,

nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the ivill of
man, but of God ^. And we indeed are begotten

of water and of the Spirit, but not thus was
Christ begotten of the Father. For at the

time of His Baptism addressing Him, and
saying. This is My Son t. He did not say, " This

has now become My Son," but. This is My
Son ; that He might make manifest, that even

before the operation of Baptism He was a

Son.

10. The Father begat the Son, not as among
men mind begets word. For the mind is sub-

stantially existent in us ; but the word when
spoken is dispersed into the air and comes to

an end ^. But we know Christ to have been
begotten not as a word pronounced 9, but as a

Word substantially existing ^ and living ; not

spoken by the lips, and dispersed, but be-

gotten of the Father eternally and ineftably, in

substance-. For, /// the beginning was the

JJ'ord, and the JVord was with God, and
the Word 'was God^, sitting at God's right

4 Athanasius {nd Ef>iscof>os j'Egypii, § 13), referring to i John
V. 20, Tliis is the true (aAij^u'ds) Cod, writes: '' But these men
(the Arians), as if in contradiction to this, allege that Christ is not
the true God, but that He is only called God, as are other
creatures, in regard of His participation in tfic Divine nature."
Again [c. Arian. iii. 9), "He gave ns to know that of the true
Father He is the true Offspring (a.ky[Qi.vbv yeVcijua).

5 I Cor. iv. 15. " John i. 12, 13. 7 Matt. iii. 17.
8 Compare Athanasius (de Scnteniia Dionysii, § 23): "the

mind creates the word, being manifested in it, and the word
shews the mind, having originated therein." Tertullian (adv.
I'rax. vii.) :

" You will say what is a word but a voice and sound
of the mouth, and (as the Grammarians teach) air when struck
against, intelligible to the car, but for the rest a sort of void,
empty, and incorporeal thing." Cf. Athan. (</<.• Synodis, §12):
avwoaTO-rov.

9 npoij>opiK6v. See Cat. iv. 8, note p.
* ivv7r6(rTaToy. i/'id. So the Spirit is described in Cat. xvii. 5

" not uttered or breathed by the mouth and lips of the Father and
the Son, nor dispersed into the air, but personally subsisting
(cVi'JrdaTOTOi')."

* ef VTOO'Too'ei. 3 John i. i.
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hand ;—the Word understanding the Father's

^\ilI, and creating all things at His bidding:

the Word, which came down and went up
;

for the word of utterance when spoken comes
not down, nor goes up; the Word speaking

and saying, The things wliiih I have sct/i with

A/y Father, these Is/eak .• the Word possessed

of power, and reigning over all things : for the

Father hath committed all things unto the Son 5.

1 1. The Father then begat Him not in such

wise as any man could understand, but as

Himself only knoweth. For we profess not to

tell in what manner He begat Him, but we
insist that it was not in this manner. And not

we only are ignorant of the generation of the

Son from the Father, but so is every created

nature. Speak to the earth, if perchance it may
teach thee^ : and though thou inquire of all

things which are upon the earth, they shall

not be able to tell thee. For the earth cannot
tell the substance of Him who is its own
potter and fashioner. Nor is the earth alone

ignorant, but the sun also ^ : for the sun was
created on the fourth day, Avithout knowing
what had been made in the three days before

him ; and he who knows not the things made
in the three days before him, cannot tell forth

the Maker Himself. Heaven will not declare

this : for at the Father's bidding the heaven

also was like smoke established^ by Christ. Nor
shall the heaven of heavens declare this, nor the

waters 'which are above the heavens ?. Why then

art thou cast down, O man, at being ignorant

of that which even the heavens know not?
Nay, not only are the heavens ignorant of this

generation, but also every angelic nature. For
if any one should ascend, were it possible, into

the first heaven, and perceiving the ranks of

the Angels there should approach and ask

them how God begat His own Son, they would
say perhaps, "We have above us beings greater

and higher; ask them." Go up to the second

heaven and the third ; attain, if thou canst, to

Thrones, and Dominions, and Principalities,

and Powers : and even if any one should reach

them, which is impossible, they also would

decline the explanation, for they know it not.

12. For my part, I have ever wondered at

the curiosity of the bold men, who by their

imagined reverence fall into impiety. For

though they know nothing of Thrones, and
Dominions, and Principalities, and Powers,

the workmanship of Christ, they attempt to

John viii. 38. 5 Matt. xi. 27 ; John v. 22.

6 Job xii. 8.

7 In s.-\yinK that the earth, the sun, and the heavens know not

their Maker, Cyril is simply using figurative language like that of

the passage of Job just quoted. There is no reason to suppose

that he accepted Origen's theory {de Principiis, II. cap. 7), that

the heavenly bodies are living and rational beings, capable of

sin.
8 Isa. li. 6 : the heavens shall vanish away like smoke.
9 Ps. cxlviii. ^.

scrutinise their Creator Himself. Tell me fust,

C) most daring man, wherein does Throne
dificr from Dominion, and ihcn smitiniice what
pertains to Christ. Tell me what is a Piin-
cipality, and what a Power, and what a Virtue,
and what an Angel : and then search out their

Creator, for all things were made by Him '. Put
thou wilt not, or thou canst not ask Thrones
or Dominions. ^Vhat else is there ^X^'^i knoweth
the deep things of God-, save only the Holy
Ghost, who spake the Divine Scrii)luros? ]]ut

not even the Holy Ghost Himself has spoken
in the Scriptures concerning the generation of
the Son from the l-'ather. \\\\y then dost thou
busy thyself about things which not even the
Holy Ghost has written in the Scriptures ?

Thou that knowest not the things which are

written, busiest thou thyself about the things

which are not written ? 'J'here are many
questions in the Divine Scriptures ; what is

written we comprehend not, why do we busy
ourselves about what is not written ? It is

sufficient for us to know that God hath be-
gotten One Only Son.

13. Be not ashamed to confess thine ig-

norance, since thou sharest ignorance with
Angels. Only He who begat knoweth Him
who was begotten, and He who is begotten of
Him knoiveth Him who begat. He who
begat knoweth what He begat : and the

Scriptures also testify that He who was be-

gotten is God -\ For as the Father hath life in

Jlimself so also hath He given to the Son to

have life in Himself^ ; and, that all men should

honour the Son, even as they honour the Father'^ ;

and, as the Father quickeneth whom He will,

even so the Son quickeneth whom He 7vill^.

Neither He who begat suffered any loss, nor

is anything lacking to Him who was begotten

(I know that I have said these things many
times, but it is for your safety that they are

said so often) : neither has He who begat,

a Father, nor He who was begotten, a brother.

Neither was He who begat changed into the

Son 7, nor did He who was begotten become
the Father 8. Of One Only Father there is One

J John i. 3. » I Cor. ii. 10, 11.

3 I have followed the reading of Codd. Coisl. Roc, Casaub.
-Mon. A., which is approved though not adopted by tlie liciic-

dictine Editor. The common text is manifestly interpolated:

"And the Holy .Spirit of God testifies in the Scriptures, that tie

who was begotten without beginning is God. For lohat man
kiioweih, &'c." This insertion of 1 Cor. ii. ii_ interrupts tlie

argument, and is a useless repetition of the allusion to the sami
passage in § 12.

4 John V. 26. S lb. V. 2-!. ('Ih.v.ii.
7 See iv. 8, note 8, on the Sabellian doctrine, and Athanas.

{(ie SyiiOiiis, g 16, note 10 in this series).

8 The doctrine of Sabcltius might be expressed in two forms,

either the Father became the Son, or the Son became the Kaiher.

IJoth forms are here denied. The Jerusalem Editor thinks there

is an allusion to the Arian argument mentioned by Alhaiiasius

(c. Arian. Or. I. cap. vi. 22): " If the Son is the Kathcrs oB-

spring and Image, and is like in all things to the Kathtr, tUn
it necessarily holds that as He is begotten so He begets, .iiid He
100 becomes father of a son." Hut the close connexion of the two

clauses is in favour of the reference to the Sabclban mon-oTopio.

r 2
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Only-begotten Son : neither two Unbegotten 9,

nor two Only-begotten ; but One Father, Un-
begotten (for He is Unbegotten \vho hath

no father); and One Son, eternally begotten

of the Father ; begotten not in time, but

before all ages ; not increased by advance-

ment, but begotten that which He now is.

14. We believe then In The Only-Begot-
ten Son of God, who was begotten of the
Father Very God. For the True God be-

getteth not a false god, as we have said, nor
did He deliberate and afterwards beget

'
; but

He begat eternally, and much more swiftly

than our words or thoughts : for we speaking

in time, consume time ; but in the case of the

Divine Power, the generation is timeless. And
as I have often said, He did not bring forth

the Son from non existence into being, nor
take the non-existent into sonship ^

: but the

Father, being Eternal, eternally and ineffably

begat One Only Son, who has no brother.

Nor are there two first principles ; but the

Father is the head ofthe Son 3; the beginning is

One. For the Father begat the Son Very
God, called Emmanuel ; and Emmanuel being

iniefpx'ted is, God with its 4.

15. And wouldest thou know that He who
was begotten of the Father, and afterwards
became man, is God? Hear the Prophet
saying, This is onr God, ?ione other shall be

accounted of in comparison with Him. He hath
found out every way of knowledge, and given it to

Jacob His servant, and to Israel His beloved.

Afterwards He was seen on ea}-th, and conversed

among men s. Seest thou herein God become
man, after the giving of the law by Moses ?

Hear also a second testimony to Christ's Deity,

that which has just now been read. Thy tht-one,

O God, isfor ever and ever^. For lest, because
of His presence here in the flesh. He should
be thought to have been advanced after this to

the Godhead, the Scripture says plainly, There-

fore God, even Thy God, hath anointed Thee
with the oil of gladness above Thy fellows t.

Seest thou Christ as God anointed by God
the Father ?

1 6. Wouldest thou receive yet a third tes-

timony to Christ's Godhead ? Hear Esaias

9 ayeVi'rjTOi. The context shews tliat this, not a.yivt\TOi, is
here the right form. Athanasius seems to have used aytVi'rjros
ill both senses " Un-begotten," as here, and " unorisinatc." Thus
(c. Arinu. 0>: i. cap. ix. g 30) he says of the Arians :

"
'Jheir

further question ' whether the Unoriginate be one or two,' shews
how false are their views." Compare Bp. Lightfoot's Excursus on
Ignatius, F.phcs. g 7, and Mr. Robertson's notes on Athanasius
in this .Scries. i See above, § S, note 3.

= Athan. (f. Avian. I. ix. 31) "speaUing against the Lord,
' He is of nothing,' and ' He was not before His generation.'

"

3 I Cor. xi. 3. 4 ALatt. i. 23.
5 Baruch iii. 35—17. The last verse was understood by Cyril,

as by many of the Greek and Latin lathers, to be a prophecy
of the Incarnation: but in reality it refers to "knowledge"
(ea-i<rT)7/x7), v. 36), and should be translated ".she was seen upon
earth." See notes on the passage in the Speakers Comvuntary.

6 Hel). i. 8. 7 lb. i. 9. See x. 14, note 9.

saying, Egypt hath laboured, and the merchan-

dise of Ethiopia : and soon after, /;/ Thee shall

they make supplication, because God is in Thee,

and there is no God save Thee. For Thou art

God, and we kne7v it not, the God of Israel, the

Saviour^. Thou seest that the Son is God,
having in Himself God the Father : saying

almost the very same which He has said in

the Gospels : 27ie Father is in Me, and I am
in the Father'). He says not, I am the Father,

but the Father is in Me, and I am in the Father.

And again He said not, I and the Father am '

one, but, / and the Father are o?ie, that we
should neither separate them, nor make a con-

fusion of Son-Father ^. One they are becau.':e

of the dignity pertaining to the Godhead,
since God begat (iod. One in respect of their

kingdom ; for the Father reigns not over these,

and the Son over those, lifting Himself up
against His Father like Absalom : but the

kingdom of the Father is likewise the kingdom
of the Son. One they are, because there is

no discord nor division between them : for

what things the Father willeth, the Son willeth

the same. One, because the creative works of

Christ are no other than the Father's ; for the

creation of all things is one, the Father having

made them through the Son : For He spake,

and they 7vere made ; He commanded, and they

were created, saith the Psalmist 3. For He
who speaks, speaks to one who hears ; and
He who commands, gives His commandment
to one who is present with Him.

17. The Son then is Very God, having the

Father in Himself, not changed into the

Father ; for the Father was not made man,
but the Son. For let the truth be freely

spoken 4. The Father suffered not for us, but
the Father sent Him who suffered. Neither

let us say. There was a time when the Son
was not ; nor let us admit a Son who is the

Father s
: but let us walk in the king's highway

;

let us turn aside neither on the left hand nor
on the right. Neither from thinking to honour
the Son, let us call Him the Father ; nor from

* Isa. xlv. 14, 15: " They shall nnkc supplication unto thee,
saying, surely God is in thee." 'Jhc woids are addressed to
Jerusalem as the city of God. Cyril .\pplies them to the Son,
misled by the Septuagint. 9 John xiv. ii.

' Athanasius (c. Arian. Or. iv. § 9), arguing for the o/uoovo-iov
says :

" There are two, because there is Father and Son, that
is the Word ; and one, because one God. For if this is not so,

He would have said, I am the Father, or, I and the Father am."
2 See iv. 8, notes 7 and 8.

3 Pss. xxxiii. 9 ; cxlviii. 5. S. Cyril explains the creative
" Fiat " in Gen. i. as addressed by the Father to the Son.

4 We learn from Socrates {lucl. Jlist. I. 24), that after
the Nicene Conncil "those who objected to the word onoouo-cos
conceived that those who approved it favoured the opinion of
Sabellius." Marcellus of Ancyra, who was deposed on a charge
of SabcUianism, and who did not in fact make clear the distinct
personality of the Son, had been warmly supported by the friends
of Athanasius. Cyril apparently fears to incur their censure, if

he too strongly condenuied the Sabellian view.
5 Cyril here rejects both the opposite errors, -Arianism, "There

was a time when the Son was not," and Sabellianism, " a Son
who is the Father."
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thinking to honour the Father, imagine the

Son to be some one of the creatures. But let

One Father be worshipped througli One Son,

and let not their worship be separated. Let
One Son be proclaimed, sitting at the riglu

hand of the Father before all ages : sharing

His throne not by advancement in time after

His Passion, but by eternal possession.

18. He zc'/io haih seen the So//, hath seen the

Father^: for in all things the Son is like to

Him who begat Him? • begotten Life of I>ife,

and Light of Light, Power of Power, God of

God ; and the characteristics of the Godhead
are unchangeable '^ in the Son ; and he who is

counted worthy to behold Godhead in the

Son, attains to the fruition of the Father.

This is not my word, but that of the Only-

begotten : Have I been so long time with you,

and hast thou not known Me. Philip ? He that

hath seen Me, hath seen the Father'^. And to

be brief, let us neither separate them, nor

make a confusion '
: neither say thou ever that

the Son is foreign to the Father, nor admit

those who say that the Father is at one time

Father, and at another Son : for these are

strange and impious statements, and not the

doctrines of the Church, But the Father,

having begotten the Son, remained the Father,

and is not changed. He begat Wisdom, yet

lost not wisdom Flimself; and begat Power,

yet became not weak : He begat God, but

lost not His own Godhead : and neither did

He lose anything Himself by diminution or

change ; nor has He who was begotten any
thing wanting. Perfect is He who begat. Per-

fect that which was begotten : God was He
who begat, God He who was begotten ; God of

all Himself, yet entitling the Father His own
God. For He is not ashamed to say, I ascend

unto My Father and your Father, and to My
God and your God ^.

19. But lest thou shouldest think that He
is in a like sense Father of the Son and of the

creatures, Christ drew a distinction in what

follows. For He said not, " I ascend to our

Father," lest the creatures should be made
fellows of the Only-begotten ; but He said.

My Father and your Father ; in one way
Mine, by nature; in another yours, by adop-

tion. And again, to my God and your God, in

one way Mine, as His true and Only-begotten

Son, and in another way yours, as His work-

manship 3. The Son of God then is Very God,

6 Jolin xiv. 9. 7 See above, § 4, note 9.
8 aTTapoiAAoKToi. The word was used by the Orthodox Bishops

at Nicaia, who said that "the Word must be described as the

True power and Image of the Father, in all things like the Father

and Himself incapable of change." Sec the notes of Dr. New-
man and Mr. Robertson on Athanasiiis (de Decretis, § 20).

9 John xiv. 9. ' See iv. 8, note 8.

* John XX. 17.

3 Compare Cat. vii. 7. The Jcru^alein Editor observes that

inetTably begotten before all ages (for I say
the same things often to you, that it may be
graven upon your mind). This also believe,

that God has a Son : but about the manner be
not curious, for by searching thou wilt not
find I':xalt not thyself, lest thou fall : think
i.'/on those things only which have been com-
manded thee*. Tell me first what He is who
begat, and then learn that which He begat

;

but if thou canst not conceive the nature of
Him who hath begotten, search not curiously

into the manner of that which is begotten.

20. For godliness it sufficeth thee to know, as

we have saitl, that God hath One Only Son, One
naturally begotten ; who began not His being
when He was born in Bethlehem, but Bkfore
All Ac;es. For hear the Prophet Micah
saying, And thou, Bethlehem, house of Fphrata,

art little to be among the thousands of Judah.
Out of thee shall come forth unto Me a Ruler,

7C'ho shallfeed Mypeople Israel: and His goings

forth are from the beginning, from days of
eternity -\ Think not then of Him who is now
come forth out of Bethlehem*^, but worship

Him who was eternally begotten of the Father.

Sufter none to speak of a beginning of the Son
in time, but as a timeless Beginning acknow-

ledge the Father. For the Father is the Be-

ginning of the Son, timeless, incomprehensible,

without beginning 7. The fountain of the river

of righteousness, even of the Only-begotten, is

the Father, who begat Him as Himself only

knoweth. And wouldest thou know that our

Lord Jesus Christ is King Eternal ? Hear
Him again saying, Yourfather Abraham rejoiced

to see My day, and he sa7v it, and was glad^.

And then, when the Jews received this hardly,

He says what to them was still harder. Before

Abraham was, I am'i. And again He saith to

the Father, And now. Father, glorify Thou Me
zvith Thine oivn self, with the glory ivhich I had

7vith Thee before the 7vorld 2t'as\ He says

plainly, "before the world was, I had the

glory which is with Thee." And again when

the expression " My God " is understood by the Fathers generally

as spoken by Chri-.t in reference to His humrin nature, but Cyril

applies this, as well as the other expression "My Father," to the

Divine nature. So Hilary (<ie Trinit. iv. 53): " idcirco Deus
ejus est, quia ex eo natus in Deum est." Compare Epiphanius

(^Hter. Ixix. 55). •» Kcclus iii. 22.
^

5 Micah v. 2 ; on the various readings oAyioo-ro? ti, Ml o^> «'>

ovK 6A. ct, found in the MSS. o( Cyril, see the Commentaries on the

quotation of the passngc in Matt. ii. 6.
, ™, .

,

" Codd. Roe, Casaub. have a different reading—" Think not

then of Jfis having now been born in ncthlchem,and (noi)supposc

Him as the Son of Man to be altogether recent, but woisinp, iS:c.

This is rightly regarded by the lienedictinc and other Editors

as an interpolation intended to avoid the appaient tendency of

Cyril's language in the received text to separate the \'irgin s Son

from the Eternal Word. Had Cyril so written after the Nestorian

controversy arose, he wouUl have appeared lu f.ivour the Nestorian

formula that " Mary did not give birth to the Deity.' Compare

Swainson {^Siccne Creed, Ch. ix. § 7.) What Cyril really means is

that we are not to think of Christ simply as man, but to worship

Him as God. „ , „ ,, .,•• ,n

7 Compare § ^, note 3.
^ John viii. ^f). » lb. via 3'..

' lb. xvii. 5.
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He says, For Thou lovedst Me before thefounda-
tion of tJie world', He plainly declares, "The
glory which I have with thee is from eternity."

2 1. \Wq believe then L^f One Lord Jksus
Christ, thic Only-begotten Son of God,
Begoiten of His Father Very God before
ALL worlds, liY WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE.
For whether they be thrones, or dominions, or

principalities, or poivers, all things zvere made
through Ilim^, and of things created none is

exempted from His authority. Silenced be
every heresy which brings in different creators

and makers of the world ; silenced the tongue

which blasphemes die Christ the Son of God
;

let them be silenced who say that the sun is

the Christ, for He is the sun's Creator, not the

sun which we see 1 Silenced be they who say

that the world is the workmanship of Angels 5,

who wish to steal away the dignity of the Only-

begotten. For whether visible or invisible,

whether thrones or dominions, or anything

that is named, all things were made by Christ.

He reigns over the things which have been
made by Him, not having seized another's

spoils, but reigning over His own workman-
ship, even as the Evangelist John has said,

All things were made by Hini, and without Him
was not anything made'^. All things were made
by Him, the Father working by the Son.

2 2. I wish to give also a certain illustration

of what I am saying, but I know that it is

feeble ; for of things visible what can be
an exact illustration of the Divine Power ?

But nevertheless as feeble be it spoken by the

feeble to the feeble. For just as any king,

whose son was a king, if he wished to form
a city, might suggest to his son, his partner in

the kingdom, the form of the city, and he
having received the pattern, brings the design

to completion ; so, when the Father wished to

form all things, the Son created all things at

the Father's bidding, that the act of bidding
might secure to the Father His absolute

authority?, and yet the Son in turn might have
authority over His own workmanship, and
neither the Father be separated from the

lordship over His own works, nor the Son rule

over things created by others, but by Flimself.

For, as I have said, Angels did not create the

world, but the Only-begotten Son, begotten, as

I have said, before all ages. By whom all

2 Jolin xvii. 24. 3 Col. i. i6.
4 Com[):irc Cat. vi. t^, .Tiid xv. 3 :

" Here let convcits from tl;e

Manichccs gain iiistiiiclii)ii, and no longer make those lights their
gods

; nor impiously thi)ik that this sun wliich sliall be darkened
is Christ."

5 The creation of tlio world was ascribed to Angels by tlie

(Jnostics generally, e.g. liy Simon i\L-igus (Ircnjuns, adv. Uieics. 1.

x;xiii. § 2), Menandcr {ihui, § 5), Saturninus (JbUi. xxiv. i), Basi-
lides (//'/(/. § 3), Carpocrates {ioitL xxv. i). 6 John i. 3.

7 On the doctrine of Creation by the Son as held by Cyril, see
the reference to the Introduclion in the Index, Crcaticii,

THINGS WERE MADE, nothing having been
excepted from His creation. And let this

suffice to have been spoken by us so far, by
the grace of Christ.

23. But let us now recur to our profession

of the Faith, and so for the present finish our

discourse. Christ made all things, whether
thou speak of Angels, or Archangels, of Do-
minions, or Thrones. Not that the Father

wanted strength to create the works Himself,

but because He willed that the Son should

reign over His own workmanship, God Him-
self giving Him the design of the things to be
made. For honouring His own Father the

Only-begotten saith. The Son can do tiothing of
Himself but what He seeth the Father do ; for
zvhat things soever He doeth, these also doeth the

Son likewise^. And again, i\/y Father worketh

hitherto, and Iivork'^, there being no opposition

in those who work. For all Mine are Thine,

ami Tliine are Mine, saith the Lord in the

Gospels '. And this we may certainly know
from the Old and New Testaments. For He
who said, Let us make man in our image and
after our likeness ', was certainly speaking to

some one present. But clearest of all are the

Psalmist's words. He spake and they were made

;

He commanded, and they were created^, as if the

Father commanded and spake, and the Son
made all things at the Father's bidding. And
this Job said mystically, Which alone spread

out the heaven, and walketh upon the sea as on

firm ground^; signifying to those who under-

stand that He who when present here walked
upon the sea is also He who aforetime made
the heavens. And again the Lord saith, Or
didst Thotc take earth, and fashion clay into

a living being ^ ? then afterwards. Are the gates

of death opened to Thee through fear, and did the

door-keepers of hell shudder at sight of Thee ^ 1

thus signifying that He who through loving-

kindness descended into hell, also in the begin-

ning made man out of clay.

24. Christ then is the Only-begotten Son of

God, and Maker of the world. For He 7i<as in

the 7vorld, and the 7Vorld was made by Him ;

and He came unto His own, as the Gospel
teaches us 7. And not only of the things which
are seen, but also of the things which are not

seen, is Christ the Maker at the Father's bid-

ding. For in Him, according to the Apostle,

icere all things created that are in the heavens,

and that are upon the earth, things visible and
invisible, 7c>hefher thrones, or dominions, or prin-

cipalities, or powers : all things have been created

by Him andfor Him ; and He is before all, and

8 John V. ig.

= Gen. i. iP.

5 lb. .wxviii. 14.

5 lb. V. 17.

3 I's. cxlviii. 5.

* lb. x.xxviii. 17.

• lb. xvii. 10.
4 Job ix. 8.

7 John i. 10, II.
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/// ////// all t/iiti^^s consist^. Even if thou speak

of the worlds, of tliesc also Jesus Christ is the

Maker by the Father's bidding. For /'// i/icsc

hist days God spake unto us by His Son, tvhoin

lie appointed heir of all things, by ivhoni also

He made the "worlds'). 1 whom be the glor}',

honour, might, now and ever, and world witli-

out end. Amen.

S Col. i. 16 t; 9 Heb. i. 2.



LECTURE XII.

On the words Incarnate, and made Man. Isaiah vii. lo— 14.

And the Lord spake again u/i/o A/iaz, sayi/ig, Ask thee a sign, (s^c.:" and ''Behold!

a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call His name Enunamiel, &--c."

I. Nurslings of purity and disciples of chas-

tity, raise we our liymn to the Virgin-born God '

with lips full of purity. Deemed ^ worthy to

partake of the flesh of tlie Spiritual Lamb 3, let

us take the head t02;ether with the feetl the

Deity being understood as the head, and the

jNIanhood taken as the feet. Hearers of the

Holy Gospels, let us listen to John the Divine ?.

For he who said, I71 the beginning was the

JFord, and the JFord tvas with God, and the

JFord 7iias God^, went on to say, and the

Word 2vas made flesh''. For neither is it

holy to worship the mere man, nor religious

to say that He is God only without the

Manhood. For if Christ is God, as indeed

He is, but took not human nature upon Him,
we are strangers to salvation. Let us then

worship Him as God, but believe that He
also was made Man. For neither is there any
profit in calling Him man without Godhead,
nor any salvation in refusing to confess the

Manhood together with the Godhead. Let us

confess the presence of Him who is both

King and Physician. For Jesus the King
when about to become our Physician, gi7-ded

Himselfwith the linen of humanity ^, and healed

that which was sick. The perfect Teacher

' This p^'is.-xge supplies a complete answer to the suspicion

of a quasi- Nesturian tendency iclcrred to in note 6, on xi. 20.

See X. 19, note 2, on the title ©eoTOKo?.
2 The Present Participle (/faraliou/iiei'oc) means that the Can-

didates for Baptism were already on the way to be admitted to

Holy Communion. Compare Cat. i. i, where the same Candidates
are addressed as "partakers of the mysteries of Christ, as yet
by calling only, but ere long by grace also."

3 Aubertin remarks on this passage that " this spiritual Lamb,
consisting of head and feet, can be received only by the spiritual

mouth." This explanation, however true in itself, cannot fairly

be held to express fully the meaning of Cyril. See the section
of the Introduction referred to in tlie Index, " Eucharist."

4 Ex. xii. 9: the head with the feet. The same figurative
interpretation is given by Euscbius {Eccl. Hist. I. ii. § i) : "In
Christ there is a twofold nature ; and the one—in so far as He is

thought of as God—resembles the head of the body, while the
other may be compared with the feet,—in so far as He, for the
sake of our salvation, put on human nature ivith the same passions
as our own.''

5 'lioavvT] Ti? ©eoAoyw. The title is given" to Moses by Philo
Jnda;us (Vita Mos. III. § 11), to Prophets by ]Cusebius(M'woj/r.
Jivan^. ii. 9), to Apostles by Athanasius {tic Incarn. § 10 : tcuc

avTOv 70V Xo)Trjf}o? ^toAoyoji/ ai'5pwp), and esjjecially to St. John,
because the chief purpose of his Gospel was to set forth the Deity
of Christ. See note on Revel, i. i, in S/cakcr's Coinmciiiary,
and Suiccr, Thesaurus, ©eoAoyo?.

6 John i. I. 7 lb. i. 14. 8 lb. xiii. 4.

of babes 9 became a babe among babes,

that He might give wisdom to the foolish.

The Bread of heaven came down on earth

'

that He might feed the hungry.

2. But the sons of the Jews by setting at

nought Him that came, and looking for him
who Cometh in wickedness, rejected the true

Messiah, and wait for the deceiver, themselves

deceived ; herein also the Saviour being found

true, who said, / ajn come in My Father's

name, and ye receive Me not : but if another

shall come in his otvn name, him ye 7C'ill ?'eceive^.

It is well also to put a question to the Jews.

Is the Prophet Esaias, who saith that Em-
manuel shall be born of a virgin, true or false 3 ?

For if they charge him with falsehood, no
wonder : for their custom is not only to charge

with falsehood, but also to stone the Prophets.

But if the Prophet is true, point to the Em-
manuel, and say, Wiiether is He who is to

come, for whom ye are looking, to be born of

a virgin or not ? For if He is not to be born of

a virgin, ye accuse the Prophet of falsehood :

but if in Him that is to come ye expect this,

why do ye reject that which has come to pass

already ?

3. Let the Jews, then, be led astray, since

they so will : but let the Church of God be
glorified. For we receive God the Word made
Man in truth, not, as heretics say*, of the will

of man and woman, but of the Virgin
AND THE Holy Ghosts according to the

50. 2 lb. V. 43.

See Irenxiis

9 Rom. ii. 20. ' John vi. 32, 33,
Cf. 2 John 7. 3 Isa. vii. 14.

4 Carpocrates, Cerinthus, the Ebionites, &c.
{^Hicr. I. XXV. § I ; xxvi. S§ i. 2).

5 Dr. Sv.ainson (Creeds, Chap. vii. § 7), speaking of the Creed
of Cyril of Jerusalem, says that "the words capKcoOerra Kal evac-
SpwTrnaarra are found in it, but no reference whatever is made
to the birth from the Virgin." The present passage, and that
in Cat. iv. g 9,

" begotten of the Holy Virgin and the Holy Ghost,"
seem to shew that such a clause formed part of the Creed which Cyril
was expounding. The genuineness of both passages is attested
by all the MSS., and Dr. Swainson was mistaken in charging the
Editors of the Oxford Translation «itli having omitted to " men-
tion that Touttec was himself doubtful as to the words witliin the
brackets "ffK IlapOciou Kal Ui'tufiaro? '.Vv'oul. The brackets are
added by Dr. Swainson himself, and Touttec had no doubt of the
genuineness of the words : on the contrary he l.ielievcd them to be
part of the Creed itself. His note is as follows: "The words
0/ the ]'irgin and Holy Ghost I have caused to be printed in
larger letters as if taken from the Symbol : akh.ough they arc
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seeming butGospel, MADE Man <", not in

in truth. And that He was truly Man made
of the ^'irgin, wait for the proper time of

instruction in this Lecture, and thou shalt

receive the proofs 7 : for the error of the

heretics is manifold. And some have said

that He has not been born at all of a virgin^ :

others that He has been born, not of a virgin,

but of a wife dwelling with a husband. Others

say that the Christ is not God made Man,
but a man made God 9. For they dared to say

that not He—the pre-existcnt Word—was made
Man ; but a certain man was by advancement
crowned.

4. But remember thou what was said ycster-

dav concerning His Godhead. Believe that

He the Only-begotten Son of (iod—He Him-
self was again begotten of a Virgin. Believe

the Evangelist John when he says, And the

Word was inadeficsh, and deceit among us '. For
the ^Vord is eternal, begotten of the Father
EEFORE ALL WORLDS : but the ficsh He took on
Him recently for our sake. Many contradict

this, and say :
" ^^'hat cause was there so great,

for God to come down into humanity? And,
is it at all God's nature to hold intercourse

with men? And, is it possible for a virgin to

bear, without man ?" Since then there is much
controversy, and the battle has many forms,

come, let us by the grace of Christ, and the

prayers of those who are present, resolve each

question.

5. And first let us inquire for what cause

Jesus came down. Now mind not my argu-

mentations, for perhaps thou mayest be misled :

but unless thou receive testimony of the Pro-

phets on each matter, believe not what I say

:

\v.%iitln2 in the Title of this Lecture and in § 13, wliere the tliird

.Vrticle of the Creed is referred to. But they are read in nearly all

the Latin and Greek Symbols, and are referred to in Cat. iv. § 9."

6 ivav9()iinn/)(Tav-a. The word occurs in the true Nicene for-

mula, where, as Dr. Swainson thinks, it is " scarCely ambiguous,"
''it is defective." Both the Verb and the Substantive ivavBpu-
7n)<7is are constantly used by Athanasius to denote the Incarnation
in a perfectly general way, without any indication of ambiguity or

defect. In the Creed proposed by Eusebius of C.'esarea instead

of ivavSpfjiTTria-avTa we find iv a.v6pu)Troi<! 7roAiT«u(ra/iei'Oi' ; and in

the Exfiositio Fidci ascribed to Athan.Tsius, but of somewhat
doubtful authenticity, the Incarnation is described thus e'lc n^s
dxP<''>'rov Trapdifov Mapi'as Toi/ r)ii.iTepov arciAiji^ei' ai'dpMTTOv

XpnTToy 'Itjitovv. In the -Vpollinarian controversy the attempt
was made to inten'ret eVijrflpuJjrijo-ei' as meaning not that "He
became Man," but that " He a.ssumed a man," i.e. that " the man
was first formed and then assumed" (Gregory, Epist. ad Clcdon.
quoted by Swainson, p. 83), or else merely that " He dwelt among
men." But the conte.vt of the passages in which Cyril uses the
word (iv. 9 ; xii. 3) clearly shews that he employed it in the
peifccily orthodo.x sense which it has in the Nicene P'ormula and
ill Athanasius.

7 See below, § 21 ff. Cyril means that the direct proof cannot
he given at once, because there arc many errors to be set aside
first. Compare the end of ? 4.

^ .Sec Cat. iv. 9, notes 3, 4.

9 Atlianasiiis (contra Arian. Or. I. § 0) quotes as from Arius,
Thjlia, "Christ is not Very God, but He, as others, was made
f;,:d (k9iOTTOiT\9t\) by participation." The liusebians in the Con-
fjssion of Faith called Macrostichos (a.ij. 344) condemned this
view as being held by the disciples of Paul of Samosata, " who
s.iy that after the incarnation He was by advance made God,
from being made_ by nature a mere man." The orthodo.\ use of
the word Oeon-oteiCTOai is seen in Athan. dc Incaniat. § 54 : avTOi
ivrjvSpioTrrjiTtv, Iva ij/Aeis 0eoTroir)9ioixey. ' John i. 14.

unless thou learn from the Holy Scriptures

concerning the Virgin, and the i)lace, the time,

and the manner, nrfi7'e not testimonyfrom man'-.

For one who at present thus teaches may
possibly be suspected : but what man of
sense will suspect one that prophesied a thou-
sand and more years beforehand ? If then
thou seckest the cause of Christ's coming, go
back to the first book of the Scriptures. In
six days God made the world : but the world
Avas for man. The sun however resplendent
with bright beams, yet was made to give light

to man, yea, and all living creatures Avere

formed to serve us : herbs and trees Averc

created for our enjoyment. All the Avorks of
creation Avere good, but none of these Avas

an image of (lod, save man only. The sun
was formed by a mere command, but man
by God's hands : Let us make man after our
image, and after our iikeness^. A Avooden image
of an earthly king is held in honour; how
much more a rational image of God ?

But Avhen this the greatest of the works of
creation was disporting himself in Paradise,
the envy of the Devil cast him out. The
enemy Avas rejoicing over the fall of him Avhoni
he had envied : Avouklest thou have had the
enemy continue to rejoice? Not daring to

accost the man because of his strength, he
accosted as being Aveaker the Avoman, still

a virgin : for it Avas after the expulsion from
Paradise that Adam knciv Eve his wife^.

6. Cain and Abel succeeded in the second
generation of mankind : and Cain Avas the first

murderer. Afterwards a deluge Avas poured
abroad because of the great Avickedness of
men : fire came down from heaven upon the
people of Sodom because of their transgression.

After a time God chose out Israel : but Israel

also turned aside, and the chosen race Avas

Avounded. For Avhile Moses stood before God
in the mount, the people Avere Avorshipping

a calf instead of God. In the lifetime of
Moses, the laAA'-gi\-er Avho had .said, Thou shalt

not commit adultery, a man dared to enter

a place of harlotry and transgress s. After
Moses, Prophets Avere sent to cure Israel

:

but in their healing oftice they lamented that

they Avere not able to overcome the disease, so

that one of them says, Woe is me I for the godly
man is perished out of the earth, and there is

7wne that doeth right among men^ : and again,

They are allgone out of the way, they are together

become unprofitable ; there is none that doeth

good, no, not one^ : and again, Cursing and steal-

ing, and adultery, and muider are poured out

upon the land ^. Their sons and their daughters

z John v. 34.
5 Numb. x.tv. 6.

Kom. iii. 12.

3 Gen. i. 26.

' Micah vii. 2.

8 Hosca iv, 2,

4 I!., iv. I.

7 I'a. xiv. 3
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they sacrificed u7ito devils 5. They used auguries,

a?id e?ichaut//icnts, and divinations '. And again,

they fastened their garments with cords, and
made hangings attached to the altar -.

7. Very great was the wound of man's
nature

;
//•(?//; the feet to the head there was no

soundness in it ; none could apply mollifying

ointment, neither oil, nor bandages 3. Then be-
wailing and wearying themselves, the Prophets
said, IVho shall give salvation out of Sion^l
And again, Let Thy hand be upon the man
of 2'hy right hand, and upon the son of man
ivhom Thou madest strong for Thyself: so will

not we go bachfrom Thee s. And another of the

Prophets entreated, saying, Boiv the heavens,

O Lord, and come do7vn *>. The wounds of man's
nature pass our healing. They slew Thy Pro-
phets, and cast down Thine altars 7. The evil

is irretrievable by us, and needs thee to re-

trieve it.

8, The Lord heard the prayer of the Pro-
phets. The Father disregarded not the

perishing of our race ; He sent forth His
Son, the Lord from heaven, as healer : and
one of the Prophets saith, 77ie Lord 7vhom ye
seek, Cometh, and shallsuddenly come^. Whither ?

The Lord shall come to LLis o-wn temple, where
ye stoned Him. Then another of the Pro-
phets, on hearing this, saith to him : In
speaking of the salvation of God, speakest
thou quietly? \\\ preaching the good tidings of

God's coming for salvation, speakest thou in

secret ? O thou that bringest good tidings to

Zion, get thee up into the high mountain. Speak
to the cities of Judah. What am I to speak ?

Behold our God! Behold ! the Lord cometh
'with strength') / Again the Lord Himself saith.

Behold ! I come, and L will dwell in the midst

of thee, saith the Lord. And many nations

shallflee unto the Lord '. The Israelites rejected

salvation through Me : / come to gather all

nations and tongues -. For LLe came to His ow7i,

and LLis own received LLim not ^. Thou com est,

and what dost Thou bestow on the nations ?

/ come to gather all nations, and L will leave on
them a sign *. For from My conflict upon the

Cross I give to each of My soldiers a royal

seal to bear upon his forehead. Another also

of the Prophets said, LLe bowed the heavens also,

and came dozvn ; and darkness ivas u?ider LLis

9 Ps. cvi. 37. I 2 Cliron. .v.wiii. 6.

2 Amos ii. 8 : t/i''y lay i/ieiiisclvcs doivii beside every attar
li/>on clothes taken in /tlcdge (R.V.).

3 Isa. i. 6. 4 Vi. xiv. 7. t Tb. Ixxx. 17, 18.
6 Ps. cxliv. s. 7 I Kings xi\-. lo. >^ Mai. iii. i.

9 Isa. .\I. g, 10. ' Zcch. ii. 10, 11. 2 Isa. l.\vi. 18.

3 John i. Ti.

4 Isa. Ixvi. 10, a passage interpreted by the Fathers of the sign
of the Cross. Kusobiiis (Deiiioiistr. /Cr'ari!;: vi. 25): " Wlio, on
seeing that all who have believed in Christ use as a seal the
symbol of salvation, \vo\ild not reasonably lie astonished at hearing
tlie Lord's saying of old time, A/tii they shall come, and see Jily

glory, and I xoill l:avc a si^n upon them l" Cf. Cat iv. 14 ;

xiii.36.

\feet^. For His coming down from heaven was
not known l)y men.

9. Afterwards Solomon hearing his father

David speak these things, l)uilt a wondrous
house, and foreseeing Him who was to come
into it, said in astonishment, Will God in very

deed ihvell with men on the earth ^ ? Yea, saith

David by anticipation in the Psalm inscribed

Lor Solomon, wherein is this, LLe shall come

do7vn like rain into a fleece 7 .• rain, because of

His heavenly nature, and into a fleece, because
of His humanity. For rain, coming down into

a fleece, comes down noiselessly : so that the

Magi, not knowing tlie mystery of the Nativity,

say, Where is LLe that is born King of the Jews^?
and Herod being troubled inquired concerning

Him who was born, and said, IVhere is the

Christ to be born 9 ?

10. But who is this that cometh down ? He
says in what follows. And with the sun LLe en-

dureth, and before the moon generations of gene-

rations \ And again another of t!ie Prophets

saith, L^efoice greatly, O daughter of Sion, shout,

O daughter of Jerusalem. Behold 1 thy Lving

cometh unto thee, fust and having salvation ^.

Kings are many : of which speakest thou, O
Prophet ? Give us a sign which other Kings
have not. If thou say, A king clad in purple,

the dignity of the apparel has been anticipated.

If thou say, (luarded by spear-men, and sitting

in a golden chariot, this also has been anti-

cipated by others. Give us a sign peculiar to

the King whose coming thou announcest. And
the Prophet makcth answer and saith, Behold

!

thy King cometh unto thee, fust, and having
salvation : LLe is meek, and riding upon an ass

and a youngfoal, not on a chariot. Thou liast

a unique sign of the King who came. Jesus

alone of kings sat upon an unyoked 3 foal,

entering into Jerusalem with acclamations as

a king. And when this King is come, what
doth He? Thou also by the blood of the covenafit

hast sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit

ivherein is no water 4.

11. But He might perchance even sit upon a
foal: give us rather a sign, where the King
that entereth shall stand. And eive the siirn

not far from the city, that it may not be
unknown to us : and give us the sign plain

before our eyes, that even when in the city we
may behold the place. And the Prophet
again makes answer, saying : And LLisfeet shall

stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives

which is before Jerusalem 07i the easlK Does

S Ps. xviii. o. The "feet, ' interpreted allcgorically, mean th«
nuni.-inity, and the "darkness" the mystery of the Incarnation,
.See Kuseb. Deiiioiistr. Evang. vi. i, § z.

' I Kings viii. 27 ; 2 Chron. vi t8. 7 Ps. Ixxii. Title,
and V. 6.

_
* Matt. ii. 2. 9 lb. ii. 4. • Ps. Ixxii. 5.

" Zcch. is. 9. 3 o<roY>i, a rare word, formed from o-ayij,

"harness." 4 Zcch. ix. 11.

S Zcch. xiv. 4. " 'J'hcre is an e.\ccllent view from the city
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doeth signs such as never were

clear sign tellest thou ?

any one standing within the city fail to behold

the place ?

12. We have two signs, and we desire to

learn a third. Tell us what the Lord doth

when He is come. Another Prophet saith,

Behold! our God, and afterwards, ]fc ivill come

and save us. Then the eyes of the blind shall be

opened, and the ears of the deaf shall hear: then

shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the

tongue of the stammerers shall be distinct^. But

let yet another testimony be told us. Thou
sayest, O Prophet, that the Lord cometh, and

what other

The Lord IlimselJ

entereth into Judgment tvith the elders of His
people, and with the princes thereof t. A notable

sign ! The Master judged by His servants,

the elders, and submitting to it.

13. These things the Jews read, but hear

4iot : for they have stopped the ears of their

heart, that they may not hear. But let us believe

in Jesus Christ, as having come in the flesh and
been made Man, because we could not recei\-e

Him otherwise. For since we could not look

upon or enjoy Him as He was, He became what

we are, that so we might be permitted to enjoy

Him. For if we cannot look full on the sun,

which was made on the fourth day, could we
behold God its Creator^? The Lord came
down in fire on Mount Sinai, and the people

could not bear it, but said to Moses, Speak

thou with us, and we ivill hear ; and let not

God speak to us, lest tve die'^ : and again, For
ivho is there of allflesh that hath heard the voice

of the living God speaking out of the midst of
thefre, and shall live ' ? If to hear the voice of

God si)caking is a cause of death, how shall not

the sight of God Himself bring death? And
what wonder? Even Moses himself saith, /
exceedinglyfear and quake'^.

14. What wouldest thou then? That He
who came for our salvation should become a

minister of destruction because men could not

bear Him ? or that He should suit His grace

to our measure? Daniel could not bear the

vision of an Angel, and wert thou capable of

the sight of the Lord of Angels ? Gabriel

appeared, and Daniel fell down : and of what
nature or in what guise was he that appeared ?

His countenance was like lightning'^ ; not like

the sun : and his eyes as lamps offire, not as a

furnace of fire : and the voice of his words as the

voice of a multitude, not as the voice of twelve

legions of angels ; nevertheless the Prophet

fell down. And the Angel cometh unto him,

saying. Fear not, Daniel, stand upright : be of

good courage, thy words are heard'*. And Daniel

says, / stood up trembling^: and not even so

did he make answer, until the likeness of a

man's hand touched him. Anil when he that

appeared was changed into the appearance of

a man, then Daniel spake : and what saith he?
my Lord, at the vision of Thee my inward

parts were turned within me, and no st7-ength

remaineih in me, neither is there breath left

in nte ^ If an Angel appearing took away the

Prophet's voice and strength, would the ap-

pearance of God have allowed him to breathe ?

And until there touched me as it were a vision

of a man ?, saith the Scripture, Daniel took

not courage. So then after trial shewn of our

weakness, the Lord assumed that which man
required : for since man required to hear from

one of like countenance, the Saviour took on

Him the nature of like affections, that men
might be the more easily instructed.

1 5. Learn also another cause. Christ came
that He might be baptized, and might sanctify

Baptism : He came that He might work won-
ders, walking upon the waters of the sea.

Since then before His appearance in flesh, the

sea saw Him and fled, and Jordan was turned

back ^, the Lord took to Himself His body, that

the sea might endure the sight, and Jordan re-

ceive Him without fear. This then is one cause
;

but there is also a second. Through Eve yet

virgin came death ; through a virgin, or rather

from a virgin, must the Life appear : that as

the serpent beguiled the one, so to the other

Gabriel might bring good tidings ?. Men for-

sook Ciod, and made carved images of men.

Since therefore an image of man was falsely

worshipped as God, God became truly Man,
that the falsehood might be done away. The
Devil had used the tlesh as an instrument

against us ; and Paul knowing this, saith. But
1 see another laiv in my mejnbers warring against

the law of my mind, and bringing me into captiv-

ity \ and the rest. By the very same weapons,

therefore, wherewith the Devil used to van-

quish us, have we been saved. The Lord

took on Him from us our likeness, that lie

might save man's nature : He took our like-

ness, that He might give greater grace to

that which lacked ; that sinful humanity

might become partaker of God. For ivhcre

sin abounded, grace did much more abound'^. It

of the Mount of Olives wliicli stands up ever against it, especially

from the height of Golgotha where Cyril was delivering his Lec-
tures" (Cleopas). o Isa. XXXV. 4—6. 7 lb. iii. 14.

8 Cf. Epist. Barnab. § 13: " p'or had He not come in flesh,

how could we men have been safe in heholdiiig Him? For in

beholding the Sun, which being the work of His hands shall ccaie

to be, men have no strength to fix their eyes upon him."
9 Exod. XX. 19. « Dcut. V. 26. » Heb. xii. si.

3 Dan. X. 6.

4 Dan. X. 12. 5 lb. x. 11.

6 lb. X. 16, 17. 7 lb. X. 18. 8 Ps. cxiv. 3.

9 Jnslin M. (Tryph. % too) :
" I'A-e, when she was a virgin and

undcliled, having conceived the word of the serpent, brought forth

disobedience and death : but the Virgin Mary received laith and

joy, when the Angel Gabriel announced the gcoJ tidings to her.
'

» Rom. vii, zj. ' lb. v. 20.
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behoved the Lord to sufter for us; but if the

Devil had known Him, lie would not have

dared to a];i)roach Him. For Jtad they kuo-ani it,

th?.y would not have crucified the Lord of Glory 3.

His body therefore was made a bait to death,

that the dragon +, hoping to devour it, might
disgorge those also who had been already

devoured s. For Death prevailed and devoured ;

and again, God wiped aivay every tear from off

every face ^.

1 6. Was it without reason that Clirist was
made Man ? Are our teachings ingenious

phrases and human subtleties? Are not the

Holy Scriptures our salvation ? Are not the

predictions of the Prophets ? Keep then, I

pray thee, this deposit 7 undisturbed, and let

none remove thee : believe that God became
Man. But though it has been proved possible

for Him to be made Man, yet if the Jews still

disbelieve, let us hold this foith to them:
What strange thing do we announce in saying

that God was made Man, when yourselves say

that Abraham received the Lord as a guest ^ ?

Whatstrangething do we announce, when Jacob
says, For I have seen God face to face, and my
life is preserved '^^ The Lord, who ate Avith

yVbraham, ate also with us. What strange thing

then do we announce? Nay more, we produce
two witnesses, those who stood before the

Lord on Mount Sinai : Moses was in a clift of
the rock ', and Elias w^as once in a clift of the

rock^ : they being present with Him at His
Transfiguration on Mount Tabor, spake to the

Disciples of His decease which He should ac-

complish atJerusalem^. But, as I said before, it

has been proved possible for Him to be made
man : and the rest of the proofs may be left

for the studious to collect.

17. My statement, however, promised to de-

clare* also the time of the Saviour's advent,

and the place : and I must not go away con-
victed of falsehood, but rather send away the

Church's novices s well assured. I-ct us there-

fore inquire the time when our Lord came :

because His coming is recent, and is disputed
;

and because Christ Jesus is the same yesterday,

and today, and for ever^. Moses then, the

3 I Cor. ii. 8.

4 Dc:uli is here called "the dr.igon," as in xiv. 17 he is called
" tlic invisible whale," in allusion to the case of Jonah.

5 On Christ's descent into Hades compare iv. 11 ; xiv. 19; and
Ensehius {Don. Evans;, x. 50), and Athanasins (c. Ariiin. Or. iii.

56) :
" The Lord, at Whom the keepers of hell's gates shuddered

and set open hell. The Lord, Whom death as a diagon llecs."
6 Isa. XXV. 8. The first clause, //e hath xwalloiucii iij> death

for C'.'cy (R.V.), is mistranslated in tlie .Septnagint.
7 Ta.vTr\v i'-r\v TrapaKaraOrjKrjv. i 'rim. vi. 20 ; 2 Tim. i. 14.
8 Gen. xviii. iff. 9 Ih. xxxii. 30.
• Ex. xxxiii. 22. 2 I Kings xix. 8.

3 Luke ix. 30, 31. On the tradition that j\lt. Tahor was the
1 lace of the 'J'ransfiguration, accepted by S. Jerome and other
I'athcrs, compare Lightfoot Jlor. Jlcbr. in Marc. ix. 2).

•s Cat. xii. 5. For eiiptii/ the recent Editors with MSS. A.R.C.
a.ul Grodectp have eptii'. 5 rcrjAuSas"

(i Heb. xiii. 8. Cyril is supposed to refer to two objections

pro]jhet, saith, A Prophet shall the Lord your
God raise up unto you of your bretlven, like

unto meT : but let that " //Xr unto tne" be re-

served awhile to be examined in its proper

place '^. But when cometh this Prophet that is

expected ? Recur, he says, to what has been
written by me : examine carefully Jacob's pro-

phecy addressed to Judah : Judah, thee may thy

brethren praise, and afterwards, not to (juote

the whole, A prince shall not fail out ofJudah,
nor a ruler from his loins, until He come, for
whom it is reserved ; and LLe is the expectation,

not of the Jews but of the Gentiles'^. He gave,

therefore, as a sign of Christ's advent the ces-

sation of the Jewish rule. If they are not now
under the Roman.s, the Christ is not yet come

:

if they still have a prince of the race of Judah
and of David ', he is not yet come that was
expected. For I am ashamed to tell of their

recent doings concerning those who are now.

called Patriarchs =" among them, and what their

descent is, and who their mother : but I leave

it to those who know. But He that cometh
as the expectation of the Gentiles, what further

sign then hath He? He says next. Binding
his foal unto the vine 3. Thou seest that foal

which was clearly announced by Zachariah -t.

1 8. But again thou askest yet another testi-

mony of the time. The Lord said unto Me,
Thoic art My Son ; this day have L begotten

Thee: and a few words further on, Thou shall

rule them with a rodofiron^. I have said before

that the kingdom of the Romans is clearly

called a rod of iron ; but what is wanting con-

cerning this let us further call to mind out of

Daniel. For in relating and interpreting to Ne-
buchadnezzar the image of the statue, he tells

also his whole vision concerning it : and that

a stone cut out of a mountain without hands,

that is, not set up by human contrivance,

should overpower the whole world : and he
speaks most clearly thus ; Afid in the days of

to the Incarnation, one founded on the lateness of Christ's coming,
the other on the Divine immutability. But the meaning of the
passage is not clear, and the construction of the second sentence
is incomplete.

7 Dent, xviii. 15 ; Acts vii. 37.
8 cferafofiei'oi', .a clear instance of the Gerinidivc, or q'.iasi-

Future, sense of the Present Participle, common in Cyril. " This
intention is not fulfilled in the sequel of these Lectures " (R.W.C.).

9 (Ion. xlix. 8, 10.
I According to Cyril (§ ig, below) and other Fathers, the

continuance of Jewish rulers ceased on the accession of Herod
an Id'.imean. Compare Justin '^\.(l'>yJ>hon. §§52, 120): Eiisebius
{Dcinonstr. F.'i'aiig;. VIIL 1). On modern interpretations of the
passage see IJeliizsch (AViy Coiitiiicntnry on d-nesis), Uriggs
{Mi'ssidiu'c Prophiiy, p. 93), Cheyne (Isaiah, \o\. IL p. 189),
Driver (J.^urnal o/Vhilalosy, No. 27. 18S5).

= K full and interesting account of the Jewish Patriarchs of
the West established at 'J iberias from the time of .\ntoninns Pius
till the close of the 4lh century is contained in Dean MiUnan's
History 0/ the /avs, Vol. 1 1 L Compare Epiphanius {tttrres. xxx.

§ 3 ff.). 3 Gen. xiix. 11.

4 Zcchar. ix. 9, quoted above, § 10.

5 Ps. ii. 7, 9. The passage is interpreted by Cyril (xi. 5)
cf the eternal generation of the Son: here it refers to His Incuir-

nation, or perhaps is meant only to identify the Son of God with
him who " shall rule with a rod of iron."
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those ki/igdo/iis the God of heaven shall set tip

a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed, and
His kingdom shall not be left to another people^.

19. But we seek still more clearly the proof

of the time of His coming. For man being

hard to persuade, unless he gets the very

years for a clear calculation, does not be-

lieve what is stated. What then is the season,

and what the manner of the time? It is

when, on the failure of the kings descended
from Judah, Herod a foreigner succeeds to

the kingdom ? 'J'he Angel, therefore, who
converses with Daniel says, and do thou now
mark tlie words. And thou sitalt know and un-

derstand : From the going forth of the wordfor
making anstverT, andfor the building ofJerusa-
lem, until Messiah the Prince are seven weeks

and three score and two weeks'^. Now three

score and nine weeks of years contain four

hundred and eighty-three years. He said,

therefore, that after ib.e building of Jerusalem,

four hundred and eighty-three years having

passed, and the rulers having failed, then

Cometh a certain king of another race, in whose
time the Christ is to be born. Now Darius

the Mede9 built the city in the si.xth year of

his own reign, and first year of the 66th Olym-
piad according to the Greeks. Olympiad is

the name among the Greeks of the games cele-

brated after four years, because of the day
which in every four years of the sun's courses

is made up of the three' (supernumerary) hours

in each year. And Herod is king in the i86th

Olympiad, in the 4th year thereof. Now from
the 66th to the i86th Olympiad there are 120
Olympiads intervening, and a little over. So
then the 120 Olympiads make up 480 years :

for the other three years remaining are perhaps
taken up in the interval between the first and
fourth years. And there thou hast the proof

according to the Scripture which saith, From
the going forth of the word that Jerusalem be

restored and built ufitil Messiah the Prince are

seven iveeks and sixty-tzvo weeks. Of the times,

therefore, thou hast for the present this proof,

although there are also other different inter-

' D.in. ii. 44.
7 Sept. ToO aTOffpidiJcat, a frequent meaning of the Hebrew

S^ti?n7) ^y which the Greek Translators understood the answer

of Darius to the letter of Tatnai and his companions. Both A.V.
and R.V. render the word " to restore."

8 Dan. ix. 25.
9 Darius the Mede (Dan. v. 31) succeeded Belshazzar as

king in Bahylon B.C. 53S, the date assigned in Dan. ix. i to the
prophecy of the 70 years. But "Darius the king" in whose
6th year (bc. 516) the Temple was finished (Kzra vi. 15) was
Darius Hystaspis, king of Persia, whom Cyril here confounds with
"Darius the Mede." He also fails to distinguish the rebuilding
of the Temple, n.c. 516, from the rebuilding of tlie City by per-
mission of Artaxerxes Longimanus, ii.c. 444 (AV';<-/«/a/<, ii. i).

' In speaking of three supernumerary hours in the year instead
of nearly six, Cyril seems to follow the divi>ion of the diurnal
period into twelve parts, not twenty-four. The Jews had derived
this division either from the Kgyptians, or more probably from the
Babylonians: see Herodotus, II. 109.

pretations concerning the aforesaid weeks of

years in Daniel.

20. But now hear the place of the promise,

as Micah says, And thou, Bethlehem, house of
Ephrathah, art thou little to be among the thou-

sands of Judah 1 For out of thee shall come

forth unto Me a ruler, to be governor in Israel

:

and His goings forth are from the beginning,

from the days of eternity -. But assuredly as to

the places, thou being an inhabitant of Jeru-

salem, knowest also beforehand what is written

in the hundred and thirty-first psalm. Lo I

we heard of it at Ephrathah, wefound it in the

plains of the wood ^. For a few years ago the

place was woody f. Again thou hast heard
Flabakkuk say to the Lord, When theyears drain

nigh, thou shall bc made knoivn, when the time

is come, thou shall be sJieivn s. And what is the

sign, O Prophet, of the Lord's coming? And
presently he saith. In the midst of tivo lives shall

thou be kno2vn ^, plainly saying this to the Lord,
" Flaving come in the flesh thou livest and
diest, and after rising from the dead thou livest

again." Further, from what part of the region

round Jerusalem cometh He ? From east, or

west, or north, or south ? Tell us exactly.

And he makes answer most plainly and says,

God shall comefrom Teman 7 (now Teman is by
interpretation ' south ') and the Holy One from
Alount Paran^, shady, woody : what the Psalmist

2 Micah V. 2, quoted also in Cat. .\i. 20, where see note.
3 Ps. cxxxii. 6. The Psalmist refers to the recovery of the

Ark, but Cyril interprets the passage mystically of Christ, and the
place of His Nativity.

4 The Benedictine Editor thinks that in calling the place
" woody" Cyril refers to a grove planted by Hadrian in honour of
Adonis, which had been destroyed about sixteen years before, when
Helena built the Church at Bethlehem : see Eusebius, Life of
Constaittinc, III. 43. But Cyril evidently means that the wood
of which the Psalmist speaks had remained till a few years before.

Ephrathah is the ancient name of Bethlehem (Gen. xxxv. 19 ;

xlviii. 7), and by "the fields of the wood" is probably meant
Kirjath-Jeariin, " the city of woods," where the Ark was found by
David (2 Sam. vi. 2 ; i Chron. xiii. 6).

5 Hab. iii. 2 : (R.V.) O Lord, revive Thy ivork hi ike midst
of the years, in the midst of the years make it known. The
Septuagint gives a different sense : In the midst of two lives
(or, liz<ing beings') shcilt Thou be known : when the years draw
nigh Thou shalt be recognised : when the time is come. Thou
shalt be shewn. The two latter clauses seem to be different

renderings of the same Hebrew words.
* efij;. This clause comes before the preceding quotation :

Cyril misplaces them. In the Vatican and other MSS. of the
Sept. and in some Fathers ^Ciinv ("living creatures") is found in

place of ^coa»/ " lives ;" but the latter reading is evidently required
by the interpretation which follows in Cyril. Origen {de Frin-
cij>iis, I. 4), who recognises both readings (" In medio vel duo-
rum animalium, vel duarum vitarum, cognosccris,") interprets the
"two living beings" of the Son and the Spirit. Eusebius
(_Demonstr. Kvaiig. VI. 15) observes that ^wioi' is to be read
as pcrispomenon from the Singular ^wij, and interprets it of Christ's

life with God, and life on earth. Theodoret says, in commenting
on the passage, "To me it seems that the Prophet means not
"living beings" (^<oa) but "lives" (^<oas), the present life, and
that which is to come, between which is the appearance of the

Righteous Judge."
7 Hab. iii. 3. Cyril interprets the word ©ai/aai/ (Heb. I^'^J^)

as a common Noun meaning ".South," and the Vulgate has here
" ab Austro veniet." The prophecy is thus referred to Ijelhlthcni,

as lying to the South of Jerusalem. Eusc-blus {Dem. Evang. VI.
15) mentions this as the rendering of 'I'heodotion in his Greek
Version, about 180 a.d. As a proper name Teman denotes a dis-

trict and town in the southern part of Idiunea, so called from
a grandson of Esau (Gen. xxxvi. 11, 15, 42; Jer. xlix. 7, 20;
Ezck. XXV. 13 ; Amos i. 12 ; Obad. 9).

8 The following note is slightly abridged from the Edition
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spake in like words, IVe found it in the plains

of the wood.

21. Wc ask fiirtlicr, of whom cometh He
and how? And this Esaias tells us : Beiiold 1

the virgin shall conceive in her womb, and shall

bringforth a Son, and they shall call His name
Emmanuel'). This the Jews contradict, for of

old it is their wont wickedly to oppose the

truth : and they say that it is not written " the

virgin," but " the damsel." But though I as-

sent to what they say, even so I find the truth.

For we must ask them. If a virgin be forced,

when does she cry out and call for helpers,

after or before the outrage ? If, therefore, the

Scripture elsewhere says. The betrothed damsel

cried, and there was none to save her^, doth it

not speak of a virgin ?

But that you may learn more plainly that

even a virgin is called in Holy Scripture a

"damsel," hear the Book of the Kings, speak-

ing of Abishag the Shunamite, And the damsel

was veryfair '^ : for that as a virgin she was
chosen and brought to David is admitted.

22. But the Jews say again. This was said

to Ahaz in reference to Hezekiah. Well, then,

let us read the Scripture : Ask thee a sign of the

Lord thy God, in the depth or in the height 3. An d

the sign certainly must be something astonishing.

For the water from the rock was a sign, the sea

divided, the sun turning back, and the like.

But in what I am going to mention there is

still more manifest refutation of the Jews.

(I know that I am speaking at much length,

and that my hearers are wearied ; but bear
with the fulness of my statements, because it

is for Christ's sake these questions are moved,
and they concern no ordinary matters.) Now
as Isaiah spake this in the reign of Ahaz, and
Ahaz reigned only sixteen years, and the pro-

phecy was spoken to him within these years,

the objection of the Jews is refuted by the

fact that the succeeding king, Hezekiah, son

of Alex.-iiulrides of Jerusalem. " Previous Editions read ef opous
<I>opof Karaa-Kiov Saere'os. This reading is found in Cod. Vat.
and otlier MSS. of the Septuagiiit, but <I>apoi/ is omitted in the
Aldine and many other copies, nor was it read in the MSS. of the

Sept. in Jerome's time, as is clear from his comments on the
passage. In the MSS. of Cyril, Ottob. R.CV. Monad, and II.

it is wanting. Paran is the name of the desert towards the S.
of Palestine lying between it and Egypt (Gen. xxi. 21 ; Num. i. 12).

There was also a Mount Paran (Dent, xxxiii. 2). But since
Cyril applies the prophecy to Betlileliem, and the " shady thickly-
wooded mountain" of Habakkuk is identified with "the plains
of the wood

'[
of David, we m.ay safely conclude that Cyril did not

read <l>apdv in his copies of the Septuagint, nor write it in his

Lecture ; but the reading crept in from the later copyists, accus-
tomed to the reading 'I>apai' in the Septuagint.

'

9 Isa. vii. 14. The objection of the Jew! that the Hebrew
word "Almah" means "a young woman," whether married or
not, is mentioned by Justin M. {'J'/jM. 43, 67, 71), and by Euse-
bius (Deiii. Evaiig. VII. i. 313). ' Dent. xxii. 27.

2 I Kings i. 4. Cyril's argument is fully justified by the
actual usage of "Almah," which certainly refers to luimarried
women in Gen. xxiv. 43 ; Ex. ii. 8 ; Cant. i. 3. The same is

probably the meaning in Ps. Ixviii. 25 :
" in the midst were the

damsels playing with the tindjrels." There is no i>assa2e in which
the word can be shewn to mean a married wom«n,

3 Isa. vii. II.

of Ahaz, was twenty-five years old when he
began to reign : for as the prophecy is con-

fined within sixteen years, he must have been
begotten of Ahaz full nine years before the

prophecy. What need then was there to utter

the ]jrophecy concerning one who had been
already begotten even before the reign of his

father Ahaz * ? For he said not, Jiath conceived,

but " the virgin shall conceive^' speaking as with

foreknowledge s.

23. We know then for certain that the

Lord was to be born of a Virgin, but we
have to shew of what family the Virgin

was. Tlie Lord sware in truth unto David,

and will not set it aside. Of the fruit of thy

body willLset upon thy thro?ie^ : and again, His
seed will L establish for ever, and his throne as

the days of heaven t. And afterwards, Once have

L sworn by My holiness that L will not lie unto

David. LLis seed shall endure for ever, and his

throne as the sun before Me, and as the moon
established for ever^. Thou seest that the dis-

course is of Christ, not of Solomon. For Solo-

mon's throne endured not as the sun. But if any

deny this, because Christ sat not on David's

throne of wood, we will bring forward that say-

ing, The Scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses'

seat^ : for it signifies not his wooden seat, but

the authority of his teaching. In like manner
then I would have you seek for David's throne

not the throne of wood, but the kingdom itself.

Take, too, as my witnesses the children who
cried aloud, Hosanna to the Son of David %
blessed is the Lung of Lsrael"^. And the blind

men also say, Son of David, have mercy on us 3.

Gabriel too testifies plainly to Mary, saying.

And the Lord God shall give unto Him the

throne of His father David ^. Paul also saith,

Remember Jesus Christ raised from the dead, of
the seed ofDavid, according to my Gospel^: and
in the beginning of the Epistle to the Romans
he saith, Which 7i'as made of the seed of David
according to the flesh ^ Receive thou therefore

Him that was born of David, believing the

prophecy which saith. And in that day there

shall be a root of Jesse, and He that shall rise

to rule over the Gentiles : in Him shall the Gen-
tiles trust T.

24. But the Jews are much troubled at

these things. This also Isaiah foreknew, say-

ing, And they shall wish that they had been

burnt tvithfire : for unto us a child is born (not

unto them), unto us a Son is given ^ Mark thou

4 Compare Justin M. (TryJ>h. § 77), Euseb. (Deinoiisir. Evaiig.
L. Vll.c. i. 317).

5 In tlie Hebrew the word used is a Participle, and describes

what Isaiah sees in a prophetic vision; '^
£e/told, the daii:sel—

with child."
(> Ps. cxxxii. ti.

9 Matt, xxiii. 2.

.•? Matt. XX. 30.
6 Rom. i. 3.

7 lb. Ixxxix. 22.

'lb. xxi. 9.

4 Luke i. 32.

7 Is. xi. 10; Rom. XV. J7,

8 7,:, 35—37-
' Joh xii. 13.

5 2 Tim. ii. 8.

8 Isa. ix. 3,
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that at first Me was the Son of God, then was

given to us. And a little after he says, And
of His peace there is no bounds. The Romans
have bounds : of the kingdom of the Son of

God there is no bound. Ihe Persians and

the Medes have bounds, but the Son has no

bound. Then next, upon the throne of David,

and upon his kingdom to order it. The Holy
Virgin, therefore, is from Uavid.

25. For it became Him who is most pure,

and a teacher of purity, to have come forth

from a pure briiie-chamber. For if he who
.well fulfils the office of a priest of Jesus ab-

stains from a wife, how should Jesus Himself

be born of man and woman ? J'or thou, saith

He in the Psalms, art He that took Ale out of the

womb ^ Mark that carefully, He that took Me out

of the womb, signifying that He was begotten

without man, being taken from a virgin's womb
and flesh. For the manner is difterent with

those who are begotten according to the course

of marriage.

26. And from such members He is not

ashamed to assume flesh, who is the framer

of those very members. But then who telleth

us this ? The Lord saith unto Jeremiah : Be-

fore Iformed thee in the belly, I knew thee : and
before thou earnestforth out of the womb, I sanc-

tified thee ^. If, then, in fashioning man He was
not ashamed of the contact, was He ashamed
in fashioning for His own sake the holy Flesh,

the veil of His Godhead ? It is God who
even now creates the children in the womb,
as it is written in Job, Hast thou not poui-ed

me out as milk, and curdled me like cheese ?

Thou hast clothed me tvith skin and flesh, and
hast knit me together with bones and sitiews^.

There is nothing polluted in the human frame,

except a man defile this with fornication and
adultery. He who formed Adam formed Eve
also, and male and female were formed by
God's hands. None of the members of the

body as formed from the beginning is polluted.

Let the mouths of all heretics be stopped who
slander their bodies, or rather Him who
formed them. But let us remember Paul's say-

ing, K?iOcvye not that your bodies are the temples

of the Holy Ghost tvhich is in you * 1 And again

the Prophet hath spoken before in the person

of Jesus, My flesh isfrom them 5 . and in another

place it is written. Therefore will He give them

up, until the time that she bringeth forth ^. And
what is the sign ? He tells us in w'hat follows,

She shall bring forth, and the remnant of their

9 -•. 7. < Ps. xxii. 9. 2 Jcr. i. 3.

3 Job X. 10, II. 4 I Cor. vi. 19.
S Hos. ix. 12. R.V. tVoe also to them, 'when I depart from

them. The Seventy mibtook "^"1^|ti?2l>
"*'' "'V tlcparture," for

"'"lii72i " my flesh." ^ Mic V. 3
: r ;

brethren shall return. And what are the nup-

tial pledges of the Virgin, the holy bride ? And
Iwill betroth thee unto Me infaithfulnessT. And
Elizabeth, talking with Mary, speaks in like

manner : And blessed is she that believed ; for
there shall be a performance of those things which
were told herfrom the Lord^.

27. But both Greeks and Jews harass us

and say that it was impossible for the Christ

to be born of a virgin. As for the Greeks we
will stop their mouths from their own fables.

For ye who say that stones being thrown were

changed into men 9, how say ye that it is im-

posssible for a virgin to bring forth ? Ye who
fable that a daughter was born from the brain %
how say ye that it is impossible for a son to

have been born from a virgin's womb ? Ye
who falsely say that Dionysus was born from

the thigh of your Zeus-, how set ye at nought

our truth ? I know that I am speaking of

things unworthy of the present audience : but

in order that thou in due season mayest rebuke

the Greeks, we have brought these things

forward answering them from their own fables.

28. But those of the circumcision meet thou

with this question : Whether is harder, for an

aged woman, barren and past age, to bear,

or for a virgin in the prime of youth to con-

ceive ? Sarah was barren, and though it had

ceased to be with her after the manner of

women, yet, contrary to nature, she bore a

child. If, then, it is against nature for a barren

woman to conceive, and also for a virgin,

either, therefore, reject both, or accept both.

For it is the same God 3 who both wrought the

one and appointed the other. For thou wilt

not dare to say that it was possible for God in

that former case, and impossible in this latter.

And again : how is it natural for a man's hand

to be changed in a single hour into a difterent

appearance and restored again? How then

was the hand of Moses made white as snow,

and at once restored again ? But thou sayest

that God's will made the change. In that

case God's will has the power, and has it then

no power in this case ? That moreover was a

sign concerning the Egyptians only, but this

was a sign given to the whole world. But

whether is the more difficult, O ye Jews ? For

a virgin to bear, or for a rod to be quickened

into a living creature? Ye confess that in the

case of Moses a perfectly straight rod became

7 Hos. ii. 20. ** I.nUc i. 43.
.

9 See the story of Pyrrha and Deucalion in Piiular, Ol. ix. bg'.

arep 6' eiti/as KTrj<Td(r9av Ki9i.vov yoi/Of, and in Ovid. Metam. i.

260 ff.
r V U J *

I Athena w.is said to have sprung armed from the head ot

Zeus: Pindar, Ol. vii. 65 : Kopv^av Kar axpav avopova-aLa oAa-

Aajef uTTcp/xaicct /3on. Cf. lies. '/V/tvj,'. 924.
-= Eurip. Bacchae. 295 ; Ovid, Metam. iv. 11. ,

. , _ >

3 Codd. Moil, i. A: 6 yip airo? 0to's. Bcned. o yap 0eos

avTOf.
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like a serpent, and was terrible to him who
cast it down, and he who before held the rod

fast, fled from it as from a serpent ; for a ser-

pent in truth it was : but he fled not because

he feared that which he held, but because he

dreaded Him that had changed it. A rod had
teeth and eyes like a serpent : do then seeing

eyes grow out of a rod, and cannot a child be
born of a virgin's womb, if God wills ? For I

say nothing of the fact that Aaron's rod also

produced in a single night what other trees

produce in several years. For who knows not

that a rod, after losing its bark, will never

sprout, not even if it be planted in the midst

of rivers ? But since God is not dependent on
the nature of trees, but is the Creator of their

natures, the unfruitful, and dry, and barkless

rod budded, and blossomed, and bare almonds.

He, then, who for the sake of the typical high-

priest gave fruit supernaturally to the rod,

Avould He not for the sake of the true High-
Priest grant to the Virgin to bear a child?

29. These are excellent suggestions of the

narratives : but the Jews still contradict, and
do not yield to the statements concerning the

rod, unless they may be persuaded by similar

strange and supernatural births. Question them,

therefore, in this way : of Avhom in the begin-

ning was Eve begotten? What mother con-

ceived her the motherless ? But the Scripture

saith that she was born out of Adam's side.

Is Eve then born out of a man's side without a

mother, and is a child not to be born without

a father, of a virgin's womb? This debt of

gratitude was due to men from womankind : for

Eve was begotten of Adam, and not conceived
of a mother, but as it were brought forth ofman
alone. Mary, therefore, paid the debt of grati-

tude, when not by man but of herself alone in

an immaculate way she conceived of the Holy
Ghost by the power of God.

30. But let us take what is yet a greater

wonder than this. For that of bodies bodies
should be conceived, even if wonderful, is never-

theless possible : but that the dust of the
earth should become a man, this is more won-
derful. That clay moulded together should
assume the coats and splendours of the eyes,

this is more wonderful. That out of dust of
uniform appearance should be produced both
the firmness of bones, and the softness of lungs,
and other different kinds of members, this is

wonderful. That clay should be animated and
travel round the world self-moved, and should
build houses, this is wonderful. That clay
should .teach, and talk, and act as carpenter,
and as king, this is wonderful. Whence, then,
O ye most ignorant Jews, was Adam made? Did
not God take dust from the earth, and fashion
this wonderful frame? Is then clay changed

into an eye, and cannot a virgin bear a son.

Does that which for men is more impossible

take place, and is that which is possible never

to occur ?

31. Let us remember these things, brethren :

let us use these weapons in our defence. Let
us not endure those heretics who teach Christ's

coming as a phantom. Let us abhor those

also who say that the Saviour's birth was of

husband and wife; who have dared to say

that He was the child of Joseph and Mary,
because it is written, A^id he took te?ito him his

wife -J, For let us remember Jacob, who before

he received Rachel, said to Laban, Give vie

my wife s. For as she before the wedded state,

merely because there was a promise, was called

the wife of Jacob, so also Mary, because she

had been betrothed, was called the wife of

Joseph. Mark also the accuracy of the Gospel,

saying, Atid in the sixth month the Angel
Gabriel was sentfrom God unto a city of Galilee,

named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a 7nati

whose name was Joseph ^, and so forth. And
again when the census took place, and Joseph
went up to enrol himself, what saith the Scrip-

ture ? AndJoseph also ivent up from Galilee,

to enrol himself 7vith Mary who was espoused

to him, being great tvith child t. For though she

was with child, yet it said not " with his wife,"

but with her who zuas espoused to him. For God
sent forth His Son, says Paul, not made of

a man and a woman, but made of a woman ^

only, that is of a virgin. For that the virgin

also is called a woman, we shewed before 9.

For He who makes souls virgin, was born

of a Virgin.

32. But thou wonderest at the event: even
she herself who bare him wondered at this.

For she saith to Gabriel, IIoiv shall this be to

me, since I knoiv not a man ? But he says,

The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the

power of the Highest shall overshadotv thee :

zvherefore also the holy thing ivhich is to be bom
shall be called the Son of God^. Immaculate
and undefiled was His generation : for where
the Holy Spirit breathes, there all pollution is

taken away ; undefiled from the Virgin was the

incarnate generation of the Only-begotten. And
if the heretics gainsay the truth, the Holy Ghost
shall convict them : that overshadowing power
of the Flighest shall wax wroth : Gabriel shall

stand face to face against them in the day of

judgment : the place of the manger, which
received the Lord, shall put them to shame.
The shepherds, who then received the good
tidings, shall bear witness ; and the host of the

Angels who sang praises and hymns, and said,

4 Matt. i. 24.

7 lb. ii. 4, 5.

• Luke i. 34, 35.

S Gen. xxix. 21.
S G.il. iv. 4.

' Luke i. 26, 27.
9 See above, § 21.
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Glory to God in the hii^/iesf, and on earth fence

among men of His good //('as//re- : tlie Temple
into which He was then carried up on the

fortieth day : the pairs of turtle-doves, which
were offered on His behalf 3 : and Symcon who
then took Him up in his arms, and Anna the

prophetess who was present.

33. Since God then beareth witness, and
the Holy Ghost joins in the witness, and
Christ says, IJV/j do ye seek to kill ine, a man
who has told you the truth 1 let the heretics

be silenced who speak against His humanity,

for they speak against Him, who saith, Handle
me, and see ; for a spirit hath notflesh and bones,

as ye see me have '^. Adored be the Lord the

Virgin-born, and let Virgins acknowledge the

crown of their own state : let the order also

of Solitaries acknowledge the glory of chastity

;

for we men are not deprived of the dignity of

chastity. In the Virgin's womb the Saviour's

period of nine months was passed : but the

Lord was for thirty and three years a man :

so that if a virgin glories^ because of the

' Luke ii. 14.

3 lb. ii. 24. In Lev. xii. 8 one pair only of turtles is pre-

scribed, to be offered for the mother, not for the child. But tlie

reading ra ^evyrj in Cyril is confirmed by that in St. Luke, toC
(caSapio-noO avTU)i>. See the authorities in Tischendoi-f.

4 John vii. 19 ; viii. 40. 3 Luke xxiv. 39.
* (reiimivfTai. Rivet, misled by a double error in the old Latin

version, " vcneratur," accused Cyril of approving the worship
of the Virgin Mary. I

nine months, mucli more we because of the

many years.

3.|. But let us all by God's grace run tlie

race of chastity, young men and maidens, old
men and children t; not going after wantonness,
but praising the name of Christ. Let us not
be ignorant of the glory of chastity: for its

crown is angelic, and its excellence above man.
Let us be chary of our bodies wliich are to

shine as the sun : let us not for short pleasure

defile so great, so noble a body : for short and
momentary is the sin, but the shame for many
years and for ever. Angels walking upon earth

are they who practise chastity : the Virgins have
their portion with Mary the Virgin. Let all

vain ornament be banished, and every hurtful

glance, and all wanton gait, and every fiowing

robe, and perfume enticing to pleasure. But in

all for perfume let there be the prayer of sweet
odour, and the practice ^ of good works, and
the sanctification of our bodies: that the Viroin-

born Lord may say even of us, botli men who
live in chastity and women who wear the crown,
/ will dwell in them ; arid walk in them, and
Iwillbe their God, and they shall be Mypeople 9.

To whom be the glory for ever and ever.

Amen.

7 Ps. cxlviii. 12, ^ 1) Tviv ayaQiav Trpa^i';, Cod. A.
9 2 Cor. vi. i6.

VOL. vir.
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On the Words, Crucified and Buried.

Isaiah liii. i, 7.

IV/iO hath believed our report ? and to whom is the arm of the Loj-d revealed 7

brous;ht as a iamb to the siaughter,

lie is

cs^c.

the Cross of Clirisf.

was, that one who

1. Every deed of Christ is a cause of

glorying to the Catholic Church, but her

greatest of all glorying is in the Cross; and

knowing this, Paul says, But God forbid tJiat

I sliould f^ioty, save in

For wondrous indeed it

was blind from his birth should receive

sight in Siloam "" ; but what is this compared
with the blind of the whole world ? A great

thing it was, and passing nature, for Lazarus

to rise again on the fourth day ; but the grace

extended to him alone, and what was it com-

pared with the dead in sins throughout the

world ? Marvellous it was, that five loaves

should pour forth food for the five thou-

sand ; but what is that to those who are

famishing in ignorance through all the world ?

It was marvellous that she should have been
loosed who had been bound by Satan eighteen

years : yet what is this to all of us, who were

fast bound in the chains of our sins? But the

glory of the Cross led those who were blind

through ignorance into light, loosed all who
were held fast by sin, and ransomed the whole
world of mankind.

2. And wonder not that the whole world

was ransomed ; for it was no mere man, but

the only-begotten Son of God, who died on its

behalf. Moreover one man's sin, even Adam's,

had power to bring death to the world ; but //

by the trespass of the one death ?xigned over the

world, how shall not life much rather reign by

the rigiiteoiisncss of the One^? And if because

of the tree of food they were then cast out of

paradise, shall not believers now more easily

enter into paradise because of the Tree of

Jesus ? If the first man formed out of the

earth brought

who formed
eternal life.

in universal death, shall not He
him out of the earth brins:

being Himself the Life ?

in

If

Gil- vi. 14. 2 Cf. Atlianas. (fie Incarn. % iS, 49).
T Rom. V. 17, ly.

Phinees, when he waxed zealous and slew the
evil-doer, stayed the wrath of God, shall not
Jesus, who slew not another, but gave up
Himself for a ransom *, put away the wrath
which is against mankind?

3. Let us then not be ashamed of the Cross
of our Saviour, but rather glory in it. For the

word of the Cross is iinto Jeivs a stumbling-block,

and unto Gentiles foolishness, but to us salva-

tion : and to them that are perishing it is fool-

ishness, but unto us which are being saved it is

the power of God ^. For it was not a mere man
who died for us, as I said before, but the Son
of God, God made man. Further ; if the

lamb under Moses drove the destroyer ^ far

away, did not much rather the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the worlds, deliver

us from our sins? The blood of a silly sheep
gave salvation ; and shall not the Blood of the

Only-begotten much rather save ? If any dis-

believe the power of the Crucified, let him ask

the devils ; if any believe not words, let him
believe what he sees. ]\Iany have been cru-

cified throughout the world, but by none of

these are the devils scared ; but when they see

even the Sign of the Cross of Christ, who was
crucified for us, they shudder ^. For those men
died for their own sins, but Christ for the sins

of others ; for He did no sin, 7ieither ivas guile

found in His mouths. It is not Peter who says

this, for then we might suspect that he was
partial to his Teacher ; but it is Esaias who
says it, who was not indeed present with Him
in the flesh, but in the Spirit foresaw His
coming in the flesh. Yet why now bring the

Prophet only as a witness ? take for a wit-

ness Pilate himself, who gave sentence upon
Him, saying, Ifind no fault in this Man ' .• and
when he gave Him up, and had \\ ashed his

4 I Tim. ii. 6. Si Cor. i. iS, 23. 6 £x. xii. 23
7 John i. 29. s Cf. Cat. i. 3; .wii. 35, 36.

9 J Pet. ii. 22, {juotcil from Isa. liii. 9. ' Luke x.xiii. 14.
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hands, he snid, I am innocent of the blood of this

just person -'. There is yet another witness of

the sinlessness of Jesus,— tlie robber, tlie first

man admitted into Paradise; who rebuked his

fellow, and said, " We receive the due reward of
our deeds; but this man hath done nothing

amiss--: for we were present, both thou and

I, at His judgment."

4. Jesus then really suffered for all men
;

for the Cross was no illusion *, otherwise our

redemption is an illusion also. His death was
not a mere show?, for then is our salvation

also fabulous. If His death was but a show,
they were true who said. We remember that

that deceiver said, ichile He was yet alive, After

three days I rise again ^. His Passion then

was real : for He was really crucified, and we
are not ashamed thereat ; He was crucified,

and we deny it not, nay, I rather glory to

speak of it. For though I should now deny
it, here is Golgotha to confute me, near
which we are now assembled; the wood of

the Cross confutes me, which was afterwards

distributed piecemeal from hence to all the

world 7. I confess the Cross, because I know
of the Resurrection : for if, after being cruci-

fied, He had remained as He was, I had not
perchance confessed it, for I might have con-

cealed both it and my Master ; but now that

the Resurrection has followed the Cross, I am
not ashamed to declare it.

5. Being then in the flesh like others, He
was crucified, but not for the like sins. For
He was not led to death for covetousness,
since He was a Teacher of poverty ; nor was
He condemned for concupiscence, for He
Himself says plainly, IVhosoever shall look upon
a woman to lust after her, hath committed
adultery with her already^; not for smiting or

striking hastily, for He turned the other cheek
also to the smiter ; not for despising the Law,
for He was the fulfiller of the Law ; not for

reviling a prophet, for it was Himself who was
proclaimed by the Prophets ; not for defrauding
any of their hire, for He ministered without
reward and freely ; not for sinning in words, or

deeds, or thoughts. He who did no sin, neither

was guile foimd in His mouth ; who when He
was reviled, reviled not again ; tvhen He suf-

* Matt, xxvii. 24.

3 Luke xxiii. 41. Cf. Cat xiii. 30, 31. The Benedictine
Editor remarks, "We know not whence Cyril took the notion
that the two robbers were present at the trial of Jesus." He may
have inferred from the words iv t<Z avrw KpiixaTi. that the sentence
of crucifixion was pronounced on them at the same time as on
Jesus.

• 5o(C>)o-t?. Cf. Ignat. Smyrn. 82: "He suffered truly, as
also He raised Himself truly ; not as certain unbelievers say,
that He suffered in semblance (to foxeii' outoi/ ;ren-oi'6eVot)." See
§ 37, below.

S <^a»'Ta<7ia.5j)s. Athanas. c. Apollinar. § 3 :
" Supposing the

exhibition and the endurance of the Passion to be a mere show
{^<^a.vra(Tia.v)."

Malt, xxvii. 63. 7 Cf, iv. 10 ; x. 19. " M.Ttt. v. 28.

fered, threatened nof^; who came to His pas-
sion, not unwillingly, but willingly; yea, if

any dissuading Him say even now. Be it far
from Thee, Lord, He will say again, Get thee

behind Me, Satan '.

6. And wouldest thou be persuaded that
He came to His passion willingly? others,

who foreknow it not, die unwillingly; but He
sj^ake before of His passion : Behold, the Son
ofman is betrayed to be crucified''. Rut knowest
thou wherefore this Friend of man sliunned
not death ? It was lest the whole world should
pcrisli in its sins. Behold, we go up to Jeru-
salem, and the Son of man shall be betrayed,

and shall be crucified'^ ; and again. He stedpastly

set Hisface to go to Jerusalem 4. And wouldest
thou know certainly, that the Cross is a glory

to Jesus? Hear His own words, not mine.
Judas had become ungrateful to the Master of

the house, and was about to betray Him.
Having but just now gone forth from the

table, and drunk His cup of blessing, in return

for that draught of salvation he sought to shed
righteous blood. He who did eat of His bread,

zvas lifting up his heel against Him 5 / his hands
were but lately receiving the blessed gifts ^, and
presently for the wages of betrayal he was
plotting His death. And being reproved, and
having heard that word, Tho2i hast saidT, he
again went out : then said Jesus, The hour
is come, that the Son of man should be glori-

fied^. Seest thou how He knew the Cross to

be His proper glory? What then, is Esaias

not ashamed of being sawn asunder 9, and
shall Christ be ashamed of dying for the

world ? Nozv is the Son of man glorified'^. Not
that He was without glory before : for He was
glorified with the glory which was before the

foundation ofthe world^. He was ever glorified

as God ; but now He was to be glorified in

wearing the Crown of His patience. He gave
not up His life by compulsion, nor was He
put to death by murderous violence, but of

His own accord. Hear what He says : I have

power to lay down My life, and I have poiver to

take it again ^: I yield it of My own choice to

My enemies ; for unless I chose, this could

9 I Pet. ii. 22, 23. ' Matt. xvi. 22, 23. 2 lb. xxvi. 2.

3 lb. XX. 18. 4 Luke ix. 5. S Ps. xli. 9.

6 " Tos eiiAoyi'a?. The word has this meaning in Chiysostom
and Cyril of Alexandria also; afterwards it came to sicnify con-
secrated bread, distinct from that of the Eucharist. Vid. Bing-
liam, A7!liy. XV. 4, § 3." (R. W. C.)

The custom of sending ttie bread of the Eucharist was for-

bidden in the latter part of the 4th century by the .Synod of
Laodicea, Canon 14 : "At Easter the Host shall no more be sent

into foreign dioceses as eiilogiae-" Up. Hefele (Couucils H.
p. 308) says—" It was a custom in the ancient Church, not indeed
to consecrate, but to bless those of tlie several breads of the same
form laid on the altar which were not needed for the Communion,
and to employ them partly for the maintenance of the Cler^iy,

and partly for distributing them to those of the faithful who did

not communicate at the .Mass." See Euscbius {//ist, Eccles. V.

24), with the note thereon in this Series.

7 Matt. xxvi. 25. 8 John xii. 23. 9 Sec Cat. ii. 14,

note 4. ' John xiii. 31. 2 lb. xvii. 5. 3 lb, x. 18,

O 2
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not be. He came therefore of His own set

purpose to His passion, rejoicing in His noble
deed, smiling at the crown, cheered by the

salvation of mankind ; not ashamed of the

Cross, for 'it was to save the world. For it

was no common man who suffered, but God in

man's nature, striving for the prize of His
patience.

7. But the Jews contradict this , ever ready,

as they are, to cavil, and backward to believe

;

so that for this cause the Prophet just now
read says, Lord^ zvho hath believed our report s 1

Persians believe *", and Hebrews believe not

;

they shall see, to tvhom He was not spoken of,

afid they that have not heard shall tinderstandT,

while they who study these things shall set at

nought what they study. They speak against

us, and say, " Does the Lord then suffer ?

What ? H^ad men's hands power over His sove-

reignty?" Read the Lamentations; for in

those Lamentations, Jeremias, lamenting you,
wrote what is worthy of lamentations. He saw
your destruction, he beheld your downfall, he
bewailed Jerusalem which then was ; for that

wJiich no7v is^ shall not be bewailed ; for that

Jerusalem crucified the Christ, but that which
noiv is worships Him. Lamenting tlien he
says. The breath of our couutomnce, Christ the

Lordivas taken in our corruptions'). Am I then

stating views of my own ? Behold he testifies

of the Lord Christ seized by men. And what
is to follow from this ? Tell me, O Prophet.

He says, Of tvhom we said, Under His shadoiv

7ve shall live among the nations '. For he signi-

fies that the grace of life is no longer to dwell

in Israel, but among the Gentiles.

8. But since there has been much gainsaying

by them, come, let me, with the help of your
prayers, (as the shortness of the time may
allow,) set forth by the grace of the Lord some
few testimonies concerning the Passion. For
the things concerning Christ are all put into

writing, and nothing is doubtful, for nothing
is without a text. All are inscribed on the

monuments of the Prophets ; clearly written,

not on tablets of stone, but by the Holy Ghost.
Since then thou hast heard the Gospel speak-

ing concerning Judas, oughtest thou not to

4 There is so close a resembl-ince between the remainder of
this Lecture and the explanation of the same Article of the Creed
by Rufinus, that " 1 have no doubt," says the Benedictine Editor,

' that Rufinus drew front Cyril's fountains." Cf. K\ifin. de Syin-
lolo, § 19, sqq. s Isa. Hi. 15.

'> Cf. Acts ii. 9 : Partkians and Medes and F.laiiiites. These
Jewish converts of the day of Pentecost would naturally be the
first heralds of the Gospel in their respective countries. On the
dispersion of the Apostles, "P.irthin, according to tradition, was
allotted to Thomas as his field of labour" (Euseb. Ilist. Eccl.
III. I ; cf. I. 13). An earlier notice of the tradition is found in
the Clementine Recognitions, L. IX. c. 29, where the Pseudo-
Clement professes to have received a letter from " Thomas, wlio is

preaching the Gospel amons; them."
7 Rom. .w. 21, quoted from Isaiah, v. a. 8 Q.-,), \y_ 05.

9 Lam. iv. 20: The breath 0/our nostrils, the nnointed 0/the
l-ord,ivas taken in their pits. ' Ibid.

receive the testimony to it ? Thou hast heard
that He was pierced in the side by a spear

;

oughtest thou not to see whether this also is

written? Thou hast heard that He was cruci-

fied in a garden ; oughtest thou not to see

whether this also is written ? Thou hast heard
that He was sold for thirty pieces of silver

;

oughtest thou not to learn what prophet spake
this ? Thou hast heard that He was given
vinegar to drink ; learn where this also is

written. Thou hast heard that His body was
laid in a rock, and that a stone was set over
it ; oughtest thou not to receive this testimony
also from the prophet ? Thou hast heard that

He was crucified with robbers ; oughtest thou
not to see whether this also is written ? Thou
hast heard that He was buried ; oughtest thou
not to see whether the circumstances of His
burial are anywhere accurately written ? Thou
hast heard that Fie rose again ; oughtest thou
not to see whether we mock thee in teaching

these things ? For our speech and our preaching
is not in persuasive tvords ofman''s tvisdom'^. We
stir now no sophistical contrivances ; for these

become exposed ; we do not conquer words
with words 3, for these come to an end ; but we
preach Christ Crucified^, who has already been
preached aforetime by the Prophets. But do
thou, I pray, receive the testimonies, and seal

them in thine heart. And, since they are

many, and the rest of our time is narrowed
into a short space, listen now to a few of the

more important as time permits ; and having
received these beginnings, be diligent and seek

out the remainder. Let not thine hand be
only stretched out to receive, but let it be also

ready to work 5. God gives all things freely.

For if any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of
God whogiveth 5('"^), and he shall receive. May
He through your prayer giant utterance to us

who speak, and faith to }'0u who hear.

9. Let us then seek the testimonies to the

Passion of Christ : for we are met together,

not now to make a speculative exposition of

the Scriptures, but rather to be certified of the

things which we already believe. Now thou
hast received from me first the testimonies

concerning the coming of Jesus ; and concern-

ing His walking on the sea, for it is written.

Thy way is in the sea ^. Also concerning divers

2 I Cor. ii. 4. The simple style of the New Testament is

defended by Origen, c. Celsum, iii. 6S, and in many other pas-

sages.
3 Cyril alludes to the same proverb in the Homily on the

Paralytic, c. 14 :
" Word resists word, but a deed is irresistible."

The Jerusalent Editor refers to Gregory Nazianzen (Tom. II.

p. 596) : Aoyw TraAat'ft ffa? Aoyo?.
4 I Cor. i. 23.
5 Ecclus. \v. 31 : Let not thine hand be stretched out to

receive, and shut -tvhen thou shonldest re(>ay. The passage is

quoted in the Didache, c. iv., Barnab. Ef>ist. o. xi.v. , and Constit.

Apost. VII. ir, 5(i>'.) James i. 5.

' P.s. Ixxvii. 19. The Benedictine Editor, with no authority
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cures thou hast on another occasion received

testimony. Now therefore I begin from whence
the Passion began. Judas was the traitor,

and he came against Him, and stood, speaking

words of peace, but plotting war. Concerning

him, therefore, the Psahnist says, J/j' friends

and J\/y nei^:;hboiiys drew near ai:;ainst Me, and
stood 7. A n d aga i n , Their words were softer than

oil, yet be they s/ears^. Haii Master "> ; yet he

was betraying his Master to death ; he was not

abaslied at His warning, when He said, ///^^?.f,

bHrayest thou the Son ofMan with a kiss ' ? for

wliat He said to him was just this. Recollect

thine own name
;
Judas means confession- ; thou

hast covenanted, thou hast received the money,

make confession quickly. O God, pass not

over My /raise in silence ; for the month of the

wicked, and the month of the deceitful, are

opened against Me ; they have spoken against

Me with a treacherous tongue, they have com-

passed Me about also with 7i<ords of hatred^.

But that some of the chief-priests also were

present, and that He was put in bonds before

the gates of the city, thou hast heard before,

if thou rememberest the exposition of the

Psalm, which has told the time and the place
;

how they returned at evening, and hungered like

dogs, and encompassed the city^.

10. Listen also for the thirty pieces of

silver. And I zvill say to them. If it be good

in your sight, give me my price, or refuse'^, and
the rest. One price is owing to I\Ie from you

for My healing the blind and lame, and I

receive another ; for thanksgiving, dishonour,

and for worship, insult. Seest thou how tlie

Scripture foresaw these things? And they

weighed for My price thirty pieces of silver^.

How exact the prophecy ! how great and un-

erring th.e wisdom of the Holy Ghost ! For
he said, not ten, nor twenty, but thirty, exactly

as many as there were. Tell also what be-

comes of this price, O Prophet ! Does he who
received it keep it ? or does he give it back ?

and after he has given it back, what becomes
of it? The Propliet says then. And I took

the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them into the

house of the Lord, into thefoundry ?. Compare
the Gospel with the Prophecy : Judas, it says,

repented himself, and cast doivn the pieces of silver

in the temple, and departed"^.

but the Latin version by Grotlecq, inserts a quotation of Job ix. 8 :

Who walketh on the sea, as an a pavement. Cf. xi. 23.

7 Ps. xxxviii. 11. 8 lb. Iv. 21.

9 Matt. xxvi. 49. I Luke xxii. 48.
2 Cf. Phil. Jud. (ic Plnntatione Noc, II §33: "And his

name was called Judah, which being interpreted is "confession
to the Lord." In Gen. xlix. 8 the name is differently interpreted :

" Judah, thou art he whom thy bretliren shall praise." The root
has both senses "to conf'jss," and "to praise," which are closely
allied, since to "confess" is to "give God the glory" (Josh,
vii. iq). 3 Ps. cix. I—3.

I Ps. lix. 6. The exposition was probably given in a sermon
preached to the whole congregation, not in those Lectures.

5 Zcch. xi. 12. 6 lb. 7 lb. xi. 13.
8 Matt, xxvii. 3, 5.

II. Put now I have to seek the exact solu-

tion of tin's seeming discrepancy. For they
who make light of tlie prophets, allege that the
Prophet says on the one hand. And I cast them
into the house of the Lord, into the foundry, but
the Gospel on the other hand, And they gave
themfor the potter sfcld'K Hear then how they
are both true. For those conscientious Jews
forsooth, the high priests of that time, when
they saw that Judas repented and said, I have
sinned, in that I have betrayed iniucent blood,

reply. What is that to us, sec thou to th:it\ Is

it then nothing to you, the crucifiers? but
shall he v/lio received and restored the [)rice

of murder see to it, and shall ye the murderers
not see to it? Then they say among them-
seh-es, // is /u>t lawful to cast them into the

treasury, because it is the price of blood ^. Out
of your own mouths is your condemnation

;

if the price is polluted, the deed is polluted
also ; but if thou art fulfilling righteousness in

crucifying Christ, why receivest thou not the
price of it? But the point of incjuiry is this:

how is there no disagreement, if the Gospel
says, the potter's field, and the Prophet, the

foundry 1 Nay, but not only people who are
goldsmiths, or brass-founders, have a foundrj^,

but potters also have foundries for their clay.

For they sift off the fine and rich and useful earth

from the gravel, and separate from it the mass
of the refuse matter, and temper the clay first

with water, that they may work it with ease
into the forms intended. Why then wonderest
thou that the Gospel says plainly the potter's

field, whereas the Prophet spoke his prophecy
like an enigma, since prophecy is in many
places enigmatical ?

13. They bound Jesus, and brought Him
into the hall of the High-priest. And wouldest
thou learn and know that this also is written ?

Esaias says. Woe unto their soul, for they have
taken evil counsel against themselves, saying, Let
us bind the Just, for He is troublesome to us 3.

And truly. Woe unto their soul I Let us see

how. P^saias was sawn asunder, yet after

this tlie people was restored. Jeremias was
cast into the mire of the cistern, yet was
the wound of the Jews healed ; for the sin

was less, since it was against man. But
when the Jews sinned, not against man, but

against God in man's nature. Woe unto their

soul!—Let us bind the Just ; could He not

then set Himself free, some one will say

;

He, who freed Lazarus from the bonds of

death on the fourth day, and loosed Peter

9 Matt, xxvii. 3. 7. ' lb. v. 4. ^ lb. v. 6.

3 Isa. iii. 9 : (K.V.) thty have re^oarded e-<nl iiitto thcinselvcs.

Say ye 0/ the righteous, that it shall be zrcll luith hint. In the

Scptuagint, from which Cyril quotes, there is an evident intet-

poiation of Wisdom ii. 12: Let ns lie in 7vait /or the jighttvui;

because he is not/or our turn (iucrxP'Jo'TOj, as in Cyril).
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from the iron bands of a jirison ? Angels

stood ready at hand, saying, Lef us burst their

hands in sunder'^ ; but they hold back, because

their Lord willed to undergo it. Again, He
was led to the judgment-seat before the

Elders ; thou hast already the testimony to

this, Ihe Lord Himself ivill come into jud^^mcnt

with the ancients of His people, and with the

princes the7'eof'=.

13. But the High-priest having questioned

Him, and heard the truth, is wroth ; and the

wicked officer of wicked men smites Him
;

and the countenance, which had shone as

tlie sun, endured to be smitten by lawless

hands. Others also come and spit on the

face of Him, who by spittle had healed the

man who was blind from his birth. Do ye

thus requite the Lord? This people is foolish

and u?iwise'^. And the Prophet greatly won-

dering, says, Lord, zvho hath believed our

reportT? for the thing is incredible, that God,
the Son of God, and the Arm of the Lord^,

should suffer such things. But that they who
are being saved may not disbelieve, the Holy
Ghost writes before, in the person of Christ,

who says, (for He who then spake these things,

was afterward Himself an actor in them,) /
gave J\Ty hack to the scourges ; (for Pilate, when
he had scourged Him, delivered Him to he

crucified'^ ;) and My cheeks to smitings ; and My
face I turned not atvay from the shame of
spittings ; saying, as it were, "Though knowing
before that they will smite Me, I did not even

turn My cheek aside ; for how should I have
nerved My disciples against death for truth's

sake, had I Myself dreaded this?" I said,

He that loveth his life shall lose if^: if I had
loved My life, how was I to teach without

practising what I taught ? First then, being

Himself God, He endured to suffer these

things at the hands of men ; that after this,

we men, when we suffer such things at the

hands of men for His sake, might not be
ashamed. Thou seest that of these things

also the prophets have clearly written before-

hand. Many, however, of the Scripture testi-

monies I pass by for want of time, as I said

before ; for if one should exactly search out all,

not one of the things concerning Christ woulcl

be left without witness.

14. Having been bound. He came from
Caiaphas to Pilate,—is this too written ? yes

;

And havi/ig hound Him, they led Him away as

a present to the king ofjarim-. But here some

4 Ps. ii. 3. 5 Iva. Hi. 14. * Dent, x.x.xii. 6.

7 Is.i. liii. I. 8 itia. 9 Isa. 1. 6 ; Matt. .\.\vii. 26.
' John .\ii. 25.
2 Hosea x. 6 : (R. V.) It also shall he carried unto Assyria

for a present to king Jarcl'. Tins passage is apjilied in tlie same
manner to LuUe x\iii. 7 liy Justin M. {J'iy/>/i. S loj), Tertullian
(r. Ma)cioii. iv. 42), anJ Rnfinns {ile Syinloto, § 21), who adds,

—

"And rightly does the Prophet add the name 'Jarim,' which

sharp hearer will object, " Pilate was not a king,"

(to leave for a while the main parts of the

question,) "how then having bound Him, led

they Him as a present to the king?" But

read thou the Gospel ; When Pilate heard that

He was of Galilee, he sent Him to Llerod 3 / for

Plerod was then king, and was present at Jeru-

salem. And now observe the exactness of the

Prophet ; for he says, that He was sent as

a present ; for the same day Pilate and Herod
were made friends together, for before they were

at enmity^. For it became Him who was on the

eve of making peace between earth and heaven,

to make the very men who condemned Flim

the first to be at peace ; for the Lord Himself
was there present, who reconciles ^ the hearts of
the princes of the earth. Mark the exactness

of the Prophets, and their true testimony.

15. Look with awe then at the Lord who was
judged. He suffered Himself to be led and car-

ried by soldiers. Pilate sat in judgment, and
He who sitteth on the right hand of the Father,

stood and was judged^. The people whom He
had redeemed from the land of Egypt, and
ofttimes from other place.s, shouted against

Him, Azvay with Him, aivay with Him, crucify

HinP. Wherefore, O ye Jews? because Fie

healed your blind ? or because He made your

lame to walk, and bestowed His other benefits?

So that the Prophet in amazement speaks of

this too, Against ivhom have ye opened your
mouth, and against zvhom have ye let looseyour
tongue^? and the Lord Himself says in the

Prophets, Mine heritage became unto Me as

a lion in the forest ; it gave its voice against

Me ; thei-efore have L hated it^. I have not

refused them, but they have refused Me ; in

consequence thereof I say, L haveforsaken JSly

house \

16. When He was judged. He held His
peace : so that Pilate was moved for Him,
and said, Hearest Thou not what these witness

against Thee - ? Not that He knew Him who
was judged, but he feared his own wife's dream
which had been reported to him. And Jesus
held His peace. The Psalmist says, And I
became as a man that heareth not ; and in

whose mouth are no reproofs'^^ ; and again. But
L was as a deaf man and heard not; and as

a du/nb man that openeth not his mouth*. Thou

means 'a wild vine,' for Herod was. . . a wild vine, i.e. of an
alien stock." For the various interpiet.\tions of the name see the
Commentaries on Hosea v. 13, and x. 6 ; Schrader, Cuneiform
Inscriptions, II. § 439, Driver, Iittroduction to O.T. Literature,
p. 283.

3 Duke xxiii. 6, 7. 4 Ibid, xxiii. 12.

5 Job xii. 24 : (k.V.) He taketit atuay tlie heart ofthe chiefs
of the people of tlie earth. The rendering "who reconciles"
(6 SiaAAotro-toi', Sept.) is forbidden by the context.

6 Some MSS. have r\vi<jxf.ro or i)i'ei,\€TO, " He submitted to
stand."

7 Josh. x\\. 15. S Isa. Ivii. 4.

9 Jer. xii. 8. ' Ibid. v. 7. = -Matt, xxvii. 13.
3 Ps. .xx.wiii. 14. 4 Ibid, v. 13.
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hast before heard concerning this s, if thou re-

memberest.

17. But the soldiers who crowd around
mock Him, and their Lord becomes a

sport to them, and upon their Master they

make jests. JlVu/i they looked on Me, they

shaked their heads^. Yet the figure of kingly

state appears; for though in mockery, yet they

bend the knee. And the soldiers before they

crucify Him, put on Him a purple robe, and
set a crown on His head; for what though

it be of thorns? Every king is proclaimed by
soldiers ; and Jt^sus also must in a figure be
crowned by soldiers ; so that for this cause

the Scripture says in the Canticles, Go forth,

O ye daughters of Jenisalcm^ and look upon

Kin^^ Solomon in the crown luhereivith His
mother crowned Him ?. And the crown itself

was a mystery ; for it was a remission of sins,

a release from the curse.

18. Adam received the sentence, Cursed is

the ground in thy labours ; thorns and thistles

shall it bring forth to thee ^. For this cause

Jesus assumes the thorns, that He may cancel

the sentence; for this cause also w-as He
buried in the earth, that the earth which had
been cursed might receive the blessing instead

of a curse. At the time of the sin, they

clothed themselves with fig-leaves ; for this

cause Jesus also made the fig-tree the last of

His signs, lor when about to go to His
passion, He curses the fig-tree, not every fig-

tree, but that one alone, for the sake of the

figure ; saying, No more let any man catfruit of
thee'>; let the doom be cancelled. And because

they aforetime clothed themselves with fig-

leaves. He came at a season when food was
not wont to be found on the fig-tree. Who
knows not that in Avinter-time the fig-tree bears

no fruit, but is clothed with leaves only? Was
Jesus ignorant of this, which all knew? No,
but though He knew, yet He came as if seek-

ing; not ignorant that He should not find,

but shewing that the emblematical curse ex-

tended to the leaves only.

19. And since Ave have touched on things

connected with Paradise, I am truly astonished

at the truth of the types. In Paradise was
the Fall, and in a Garden was our Salvation.

From the Tree came sin, and until the Tree
sin lasted. In the evening, when the Lord
walked in the Garden, they hid themselves '

;

and in the evening the ro1)ber is brought by
the Lord into Paradise. But some one will

say to me, " Thou art inventing subtleties
;

5 " Pcrnps in some Homily " (Ben. Ed.)- * Ps. cix. 75.

7 C:uit. iii. 11.

8 Gon. iii. 17, 18. I!y mistaking one letter in tlio Hebrew, the

Seventy give llie mcaniii^ " in thy labours" instead of "Tor thy

Si.k.-." 9 Mark xi. i « Oen. iii. 8.

shew me from some prophet the ^\ood of the

Cross ; except thou give me a testimony from
a prophet, 1 will not be persuaded. Hear then
from Jeremias, and assure thyself; /was like

a harmless lamb led to be slaughtered ; did I not
kno'iV if^ ? (for in this manner read it as a ques-
tion, as I have read it; for He who said. Ye
kno'cv that after two days comes the passover,
and the Son ofMan is betrayed to be crucified i,

did He not know?) Iwas like a harmless lamb
led to be slaughtered ; did I not kncnv it? (but
what sort of lamb? let John the I'aptist inter-

pret it, wlien he says, Behold the Land) of God,
that takcth aivay the sin of the worlds.) IVicy

devised against Me a 7vicked device, saying 5,—
(He who knows the devices, knew He not the

result of them? And what said they?)

—

Come, and let us place a beam upon His bread°—
(and if the Lord reckon thee worthy, thou
shalt hereafter learn, that His body according
to the Gospel bore the figure of bread ;)

—
Come then, and let us place a beam upon His
bread, and cut Him off out of the land of the

living

;

— (life is not cut off, why labour ye for

nought?)

—

And His name shall be remembered
no more. Vain is your counsel ; for before the

sun His Name7 abideth in the Church. And
that it was Life, which hung on the Cross,

Ivfoses says, weeping, And thy life shall be

hanging before thine eyes ; and thou shalt be

afraid day and night, and thou shalt not trust

thy life^. And so too, Avhat was just now read
as the text. Lord, who hath believed our report ?

20. This was the figure which Moses com-
pleted by fixing the serpent to a cross, that

whoso had been bitten by the living ser-

pent, and looked to the brasen serpent,

might be saved by believing 9, Does then
the brazen serpent save when crucified, and
shall not the Son of God incarnate save
when crucified also ? On each occasion life

comes by means of wood. For in the time

- Jer. xi. 19 : / uhis like a. iauie (R.V. geutlc) latnb thai is

led to the slaughter ; and I hue-.u not that they had devised
devices against me. Cyril's interrogative rendering is not ad-
missible.

3 Matt. xxvi. 2. 4 John i. 29. 5 Jer. xi. ig.
6 Ibid. K.V. Let us destroy llf: tree '.vith the fruit thereof.

The word rendered fruit is literally bread. The jjhra'ie is evi-

dently proverbial. Tlie Hebrew word which means " destroy" is

misinlcrpretcd by ifi^iiXioixfy in the Greek. Hence arose the
fanciful application of the passage to the Cross laid on tlic body of
Christ to be borne by Him. Justin M. i^Tryf>li. Ixxii.) charges
the Jews with having recently cut out the pas-age because of the
supposed reference to Christ. Tertullian {adv. Judwos, c. 10)

writes: "Of course on His body that 'wood' was put; for so

Christ has revealed, calling His body 'bread.'" He gives the

same interpretation elsewhere ((i^fo. Mareioii. III. 19; IV. 40).

Cf. Cyprian. {'J'estiiiwnia ad Quirinuiii, Lib. II. 15); Athanas.
[dc Incarn. % 33).

7 Ps. Ixxii. 17. 8 Deut. xxvlii. 66.

9 Num. xxi. 9 ; John iii. 14. Thj Jerusalem Editor ,isks,

"How did Moses complete the figure by fixing the serpent to

a cross? First he set up the wood and fixed it in the earth rs

a post : tlien by putting the brazen serpent athwart (rrKa-yi-M'

,

he formed a figure of the Cross." Cf. ll.'niab. l-.f>ist. c. xii.
;

Justin M. (///'V. i, c. 60); Ircu. (//<eres. IV. c. 2); TertuU. {aiv,

Judicjs, c. 10).
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of Noc the preservation of life was by an ark

of wood. In the time of IMoses the sea, on

beholding the emblematical rod, was abashed at

him who smote it ; is then Moses' rod mighty,

and is the Cross of the Saviour powerless?

15Lit I pass by the greater part of the types, to

keep within measure. The wood in Moses'

case sweetened the water; and from the side

of Jesus the water flowed upon the wood.

2T. The beginning of signs under Moses
was blood and water ; and the last of all Jesus'

signs was the same, l-lrst, Moses changed the

river into blood; and Jesus at the last gave

forth from His side water with blood. This

was perhaps on account of the two speeches,

his who judged Huv, and theirs who cried out

against Him ; or because of the believers and
the unbelievers. For Pilate said, I ant innocent,

and washed his hands in water ; they who
cried out against Him said, His blood be upon

lis ' .• there came therefore these two out of His

side; the water, j)erhaps, for him who judged

Him ; but for them that shouted against Him,
the blood. And again it is to be understood

in another way; the blood for the Jews, and
the water for the Christians : for upon them as

plotters came the condemnation from the blood

;

but to thee who now believest, the salvation

which is by water. For nothing has been done
without a meaning. Our fathers v>'ho have
written comments have given another reason

of this matter. For since in the Gospels the

power of salutary Baptism is twofold, one
which is granted by means of water to the

illuminated, and a second to holy martyrs, in

persecutions, through their own blood, there

came out of that saving Side blood and watery
to confirm the grace of the confession made
for Christ, whether in baptism, or on occasions

of martyrdom. There is another reason also

for mentioning the Side. The woman, who
was formed from the side, led the way to sin

;

but Jesus who came to bestow the grace of

pardon on men and women alike, was pierced
in the side for women, that He might undo
the sin.

2 2. And whoever will inciuire, will find other

reasons also ; but what has been said is enough,
because of the shortness of the time, and that

the attention of my hearers may not become
sated. And yet we never can be tired of

hearing concerning the crowning of our Lord,

' Matt, xxvii. 24, 23.
2 Jolui xiw 3}. Cf. Cat. iii. 10. Orison {In Lib. Judic.

Horn. vii. § 2) :
" It is the B.iptism of blood alone that can render

us purer llian tlie l?aptisin of water has done." Cf. Origen (/«
Ev. Matt. Tom. xvi. 6): " If liaptism promises remission of sins,
as we have received concerning Baptism in water and the Spirit,
and if one wlio has endured the Baptism of Martyrdom receives
remission of sins, then with good reason martyrdom may be called
.T Baptism " For a summary of the " Patristic Interpretation"
of the passage, see Bp. Wtstcott. Htcaher'i Commentary.)

and least of all in this most holy Golgotha.

For others only hear, but we both see and
handle. Let none be weary ; take thine armour
against the adversaries in the cause of the Cross

itself; set up the faith of the Cross as a trophy

against the gainsayers. For when thou art

going to dispute with unbelievers concerning

the Cross of Christ, first make with thy hand
the sign of Christ's Cross, and the gainsayer

will be silenced. Be not ashamed to confess

the Cross ; for Angels glory in it, saying, We
kno'cv wJioinye seek, Jesus the Cnicificd^. I\light-

est thou not say, O Angel, " I know whom ye

seek, my Master?" But, '• I," he says with

boldness, " I know the Crucified." For the

Cross is a Crown, not a dishonour.

23. Now let us recur to the proof out of

the Prophets which I spoke of. The Lord
was crucified ; thou hast received the testi-

monies. Thou seest this spot of Golgotha

!

Thou answerest with a shout of praise, as if

assenting. See that thou recant not in time

of persecution. Rejoice not in the Cross in

time of peace only, but hold fast the same
faith in time of persecution also ; be not in

time of peace a friend of J esus, and His foe in

time of wars. Thou receivest now remission

of thy sins, and the gifts of the King's spiritual

bounty ; when war shall come, strive thou
nobly for thy King. Jesus, the Sinless, was
crucified for thee ; and wilt not thou be crucified

for Him who was crucified for thee ? Thou
art not bestowing a favour, for thou hast first

received ; but thou art returning a favour, re-

paying thy debt to Him who was crucified for

thee in Golgotha. Now Golgotha is interpreted,
" the place of a skull." Who were they then,

who prophetically named this spot Golgotha,

in which Christ the true Head endured the

Cross? As the Apostle says, ]]'ho is the Image

of tlie Invisible God ; and a little after, and He is

the Head af the body, the ChitJxh^. And again,

The Head of every man is Christ^ ; and again,

Who is the Head ofallprincipality andpo7vcr^.
The Head suftered in " the place of the skull."

O wondrous prophetic appellation ! The very

name also reminds thee, saying, " Think not
of the Crucified as of a mere man ; He is the

Head of allprincipality andpoiver. That Flead
which was crucified is the Head of all power,

and has for His Head the Father
; for the Head

of tlie man is Christ, and the Head of Christ is

Godi:'

24. Christ then was crucified for us, who
was judged in the night, when it was cold, and
therefore ^ fire of coals ^ was laid. He was
crucified at the third hour; andfrom the sixth

3 Matt, xxviii. 5. 4 Col. i. 15, 18.
* Col. ii. to. 7 I Cor. .\i. 3.

S I Cor. xi. 3.
S John xviii. iS.
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hour there was darkness until the ninth hour^ ;

but from the ninth hour there was hght ngnin.

Are these things also written ? Let us inquire.

Now the Proi)het Zacharias says, And it shall

come to pass in that day, that there shall not l>e

lii^ht, and there shall be cold and frost one day ;

(the cold on account of which Peter warmed
himself;) And that day shall be known unto the

Lord'^ ; (what, knew He not the other days?
days are many, but this is the day of the Lord's

patience, which the Lord inade"^ ;)
—And that

day shall be known unto the Lord, not day, and
not niirht : what is tliis dark saving which the

Prophet speaks? That day is neither day nor

night? what then shall wc name it? 'J'he

Gospel interprets it, by relating the event.

It was not day ; for the sun shone not uni-

formly from his rising to his setting, but from
the sixth hour till the ninth hour, there was
darkness at mid-day. The darkness therefore

was interpo;^ed ; but God called the darkness

ni^i^ht^. Wherefore it was neither day nor night

:

for neither was it all light, that it should be
called day; nor was it all darkness, that it

should be called night ; but after the ninth

hour the sun shone forth. This also the

Prophet foretels ; for after saying, A^ot day, nor
night, he added, And at evening time it shall be

light*. Seest thou the exactness of the prophets?

Seest thou the tiuth of the things which were
written aforetime ?

25. But dost thou ask exactly at what hour
the sun failed s? uas it the fifth hour, or

the eighth, or the tenth? Tell, O Prophet,

the exact time thereof to the Jews, who are

unwilling to hear ; when shall the sun go down ?

The Prophet Amos answers, And it shall come

to pass in that day, saith the Lord God, that

the sun shall go doton at noon (for there was
darkness from the sixth hour ;) and the light

shall gro2v dark over the earth in the day '^.

AVhat sort of season is this, O Prophet, and
what sort of day ? And I will turn yourfeasts
into mourning ; for this was done in the days
of unleavened bread, and at the feast of the

Passover : then afterwards he says. And L will

make Ilim as the mourning of an Only Son, and
those ivith Him as a day ofanguish ^ ; for in the

day of unleavened bread, and at the feast,

their women were wailing and weeping, and
the AposUes had hidden themselves and were
in anguish. Wonderful then is this pro-

phecy.

26. But, some one will say, "Give me yet

9 Matt, xxvii. 45. » Zech. xiv. 6, 7. 2 Ps. cxviii. 24.
3 Gen. i. 5.

4 Zcch. xiv. 7. Cf. Eiiseb. {Dem. Ezaiig. x. 7] :
" It was not

day, because of the noon-tide d.irkness : and again it was not
niglit, because of the day which followed upon it, which he repie-
sented by a sign in saying, a/ evening time there shall be light.

5 t^(\nT€v. See Cat. x. 19, note 2. Acta I'ilati. c. xi.

6 Amos viii. 9. Cf Fuseb. {Don. Ev. x. 6). 7 Amos viii. 10.

another sign ; what oiher exact sign is there

of that which has come to pass ? Jesus was
crucified ; and He wore but one coat, and one
cloak : now His cloak the soldiers shared
among themselves, having rent it into foui-;

but His coat was not rent, for \\hen rent it

would have been no longer of any use ; so

about this lots are cast by the soldiers ; thus

the one they divide, but for the other they
cast lots. Is then this also written? They
know, the diligent chanters^ of the Church,
who imitate the Angel hosts, and continually

sing praises to God : who are thought worthy
to chant Psalms in this Golgotha, and to say,

They partedMy garments among them, and upon
Jl/y vesture they did cast Icts'^. The "lots" were
what the soldiers cast '.

27. Again, when He had been judged before

Pilate, He was clothed in red ; for there they

put on Him a purple robe. Is this also

written ? Esaias saith, ]Vho is this that comcth

from Edom ? the redness of His garments is

from Bosor- ; (who is this Avho in dishonour

weareth purple ? For Bosor has some such
meaning in Hebrews.) Why are Thy garments
red, and Thy raiment as from a trodden wine-

press ? But He answers and says, All day long

have L stretched forth Mine hands unto a dis-

obedient and gainsayingpeople *.

28. He stretched out His hands on the

Cross, that He might embrace the ends of
the world ; for this Golgotha is the very centre

of the earth. It is not my word, but it is

a prophet who hath said. Thou hast zvroughf

salvation in the midst of the earth s. He
stretched forth human hands, who by His
spiritual hands had established the heaven

;

and they were fastened with nails, that His
manhood, which bore the sins of men, having
been nailed to the tree, and having died, sin

might die with it, and we might rise again in

righteousness. For since by one 7nan came
death, by One Man came also life ^ ; by One
Man, the Saviour, dying of His own accord :

for remember what He said, / have pozver to

8 Synod of Laodicca, Can. xvi. 15: "Besides the nppointccl
singers, who mount the anibo and sing from the book, others shall

not sing in tlie Church." llefele thinks that this was not intended
to forbid Uie laity to take any part in the Church music, but only
to fjrbid those who were not cantors to take the lead. See Uing-
hani, Antiquities, III. c. 7 ; XIV. c. i.

9 Ps. xxii i8, quoted in John xix 2.(.

I KAr;po5 oi ry 6 AaxMo?. Bishop Hall, Conicniplaiions., Book
IV. 3?, speaks of tlie sohliers' "barbarous sortitions." The tech-

nical term is " sortilege." Cf. Evang. Pet. § 4 ; Justin M. Dial. 97.
'^ Isa. Ixiii. i, 2.

3 Bozrah means a " shecpfold," and is the name of a city in

Iduniea. Cyril's interjiretation rests on a false derivation.
4 Isa. Ixv. 2. " It is a commonplace in patristic literature

that the Crucifixion was prefigured by isn. Ixv. 2." (Dr. C. laylor,
Hriiiins a7id the Four (ios/>cls, p. 40.) Cf. Barnab. I'.pist. c. .\ii. ;

Diilache xvi.
; Justin .M. (yl/>olog. 1. c. 35 ; Tryph. cc. 97, 114) ;

Tcrtidl. (contra Jud. xii.); Irenae. IV. xxxiii. 12.

3 Ps. Ixxiv. 12. The passage does not refer to Palestine espe-

cially :
" in the midst of the earth" is equivalent to " in the sight

of all nations." Cf. Orac. Sibyll. viii. 302 ;
" He shall spread out

His hands, and span the whole world," quoted by Dr. Taylor,
" The Teaching," p. 103. t" Kom. v. 12, 17.
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lay d()7vn My life., and I have poiver to lake it

again 7.

29. ]jut lliough He endured these things,

liaving come for tlie salvation of all, yet the

people returned Mini an evil recompense.

Jesus saith, / thirsf\—lie who had brought

forth the waters for them out of the craggy

rock; and He asked fruit of the Vine which

He had planted. But what does the Vine?
This Vine, which was by nature of the holy

fathers, but of Sodom by purpose of heart ;

—

(for their Vine is of Sodom, and their tendrils of
GomorraJp ;)—this Vine, when the Lord was
athirst, having filled a sponge and put it on
a reed, offers Him vinegar. They ,i^ave Me
also gall for My meat, and in My thirst, they

gave Me vinegar to drink '. Thou seest the

clearness of the Prophets' description. But
what sort of gall put they into My mouth ?

They gave Him, it says, zvine mingled with

myrrh ^. Now myrrh is in taste like gall, and
very bitter. Are these things what ye recom-

pense unto the Lord ? Are these thy offerings,

O Vine, unto thy Master? Lightly did the

Prophet Esaias aforetime bewail you, saying,

My ivell-beloved had a vineyard in a hill in a

fruitful flace ; and (not to recite the whole)

/ waited, he says, that it should bring forth

grapes; I thirsted that it should give wine;

but it brought forth thorns'^^ ; for thou seest the

crown, wherewith I am adorned. What then

shall I now decree ? / will command the clouds

that they rain no rain upon it''. For the clouds

which are the Prophets were removed from

them, and are for the future in the Church ; as

Paul says, Let the Prophets speak two or three,

and let the othersJudge 5 ; and again, God gave

in the Church, some, Apostles, and some. Pro-

phets ^. Agabus, who bound his own feet and
hands, was a prophet.

30. Concerning the robbers who were cru-

cified with Plim, it is written, And He was
numbered with the transgressors t. Both of them
were before this transgressors, but one was so

no longer. For the one was a transgressor to

the end, stubborn against salvation ; who,
though his hands were fastened, smote with

blasphemy by his tongue. When the Jev/s

passing by wagged their heads, mocking
the Crucified, and fulfilling what was written,

JFhcn they looked on Me, they shaked their

heads^, he also reviled with them. But the

7 John X. iS. 8 lb. ix. 28. 9 Deut. xxxii. 32.
' I's. Ixix. 21. 2 l\I;iil< XV. 23. 3 Isa. V. i, 2.

4 lb. V. 6. Cf. Tcvtull. <xii7'. Marcion. III. c. 23; contra
Jiid. c. 13 : "The clmids being cclcsti.il bcnefus wbich were coiu-

inandcd not to lie forthcoming to the house of Israel ; for it ' had
borne tJiorns^ whereof that house of Israel had wrought a crown
for Christ." ConxtUt. Af>ost. VI. § 5 :

" He has taken away from
tliem the Holy Spirit, and the prophetic rain, and has replenished

His Church with spiritual grace."

5 1 Cor. xiv. 29. ^ Eph. iv. 11. 7 Isa. liii. la.

8 Ps. cix. ?5.

Other rebuked the reviler ; and it was to him
the end of life and the beginning of restoration

;

the surrender of his soul a first share in salva-

tion. And after rebuking the other, he says,

Lord, remember vie'i ; for with Thee is my
account. Heed not this man, for the eyes of

his understanding are blinded ; but remember
me. I say not, remember my works, for of

these I am afraid. Every man has a feeling

for his fellow-traveller; I am travelling with

Thee towards death ; remember me, Thy
fellow-wayfarer. I say not. Remember me
now, but, when Thou earnest in Thy kingdom.

31. What power, O robber, led thee to the

light ? Who taught thee to worship that de-

spised INIan, thy companion on the Cross?

Light Eternal, which gives light to them
that are in darkness ! Therefore also he justly

heard the words, Be of good cheer '^ ; not that

thy deeds are worthy of good cheer; but that

the King is here, dispensing favours. The
request reached unto a distant time; but the

grace was very speedy. Verily L say unto thee,

lliis day shall thou be with Me in Paradise ;

because to-day thou hast heard My voice, and
hast not hardened thine heart"". Very speedily

1 passed sentence upon yVdam, very speedily

I pardon thee. To him it was said, Ln the day

wherein ye eat, ye shall surely die^ ; but thou

to-day hast olaeyed the faith, to-day is thy

salvation. Adam by the Tree fell away ; thou

by the Tree art brought into Paradise. Fear

not the serpent; he shall not cast thee out;

for he \% fallen from heaven''. And I say not

unto thee. This day shalt thou depart, but,

This day shalt thou be with Me. Be of good
courage : thou shalt not be cast out. Fear not

the flaming sword ; it shrinks from its Lord s.

O mighty and ineffable grace ! The faithful

Abraham had not yet entered, but the robber

enters ^
! Moses and the Prophets had not yet

entered, and the robber enters though a breaker

of the law. Paul also wondered at this before

thee, saying, Where sin abounded, there grace

did much more abound t. They who had borne

the heat of the day had not yet entered ; and
he of the eleventh hour entered. Let none
murmur against the goodman of the house, for

he sa}S, Friend, / do thee Jio ivrong ; is it not

9 Luke xxiii. 40 fT.

' eapo-ci. Au addition to the text of Luke xxiii. 43 in CoJex
Bezae.

2 Ps. xcv. 7, 8. 3 Gen. ii. 17. 4 Luke x. 18.

5 Gen. iii. 24. S. Ambrose (/'s. cxix. Serm. xx. § 12) : "All
who desire to return to P.uadise must be tried by fire : for not in

vain the Scripture saiih, that when Adam and Eve were driven

out of their abode in Paradise, God placed at the gate of Eden
a flaming sword which tin-ncd every w.iy."

6 Cf. Iren. V. c. 5, § i ; .\than. (/^.r/oj. Fi,/. c. i.) :
" He

shewed us .... an entrance into P.iradise from which Adam was
cast out, and into which he entered again by means of the thief,"

S.Leo {(fe Pass. Doin. Serm. II. c. 1): " Exccdit bumanam
conditionem ista promissio : ncc tarn de ligno Crucis, quam Je
llirono editur potcslatis,''

7 Rom, V, 20,
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lawfulfor Me to do ivhat Iivillwith Mineotvn ^ ?

The robber has a will to work righteousness,

but death prevents him ; I wait not exclusively

for the work, but faith also I accept. I am
come who/t-tv/ My sheep among the ii/ies^, I am
come to feed them in the gardens. I have

found a s/icep that teas tost '°, but I lay it on My
shoulders; for he believes, since he himself

has said, / /lave gone astray like a lost sJieep"^

;

Lord, remember ?ne when Tliou contest in Thy
kingdom.

32. Of this garden I sang of old to My spouse

in the Canticles, and spake to her thus. I am
come into My garden, My sister, My spouse- ;

{now in the place where lie was crucified was a

garden^;) and what takest Thou thence ? Ihave

gatheredMy myrrh; ha\ing drunk wine mingled

with myrrh, and vinegar, after receiving which,

He said, // is finished^. For the mystery has

been fulfilled ; the things that are written have

been accomplished ; sins are forgiven. For

Christ being come an High-Priest of the good

things to come., by the greater and more perfect

tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say,

not of this creation, nor yet by the blood ofgoats

and calves, but by His oivn blood, entered in once

for all into the holyplace, having obtained eternal

redemption ; for if the blood of bulls andofgoats,
and the ashes of an heifer, sprinklijig the defied,

sanclifieth to the purifying oftheflesh, hoiv much
more the blood of Christ '='? And again, Having
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the

holiest by the blood ofJesus, by a neia and living

way, which He hath consecratedfor us, through

the veil, that is to say, Hisjlesh^. And because

His flesh, this veil, was dishonoured, there-

fore the typical veil of the temple was rent

asunder, as it is written, And, behold, the veil

of the temple was rent in tivain from the top to

the bottom T ; for not a particle of it was left ; for

since the Master said. Behold, your house is

left unto you desolate ^, the house brake all in

pieces.

^2). These things the Saviour endured, and
made peace through the Blood ofHis Cross, for
things in heaven, and things in earth 9. For we
were enemies of God through sin, and God
had appointed the sinner to die. There must
needs therefore have happened one of two
things ; either that God, in His truth, should

destroy all men, or that in His loving-kindness

He should cancel the sentence. But behold

the wisdom of God ; He preserved both the

truth of His sentence, and the exercise of His
loving-kindness. Christ took our sins in His
body on the tree, that we by His death might

die to sin, and live unto righteousness '. Of no
small account was He who died for us; He
was not a literal sheep ; He was not a mere
man ; He was more than an Angel ; He was

God made man. The transgression of sinners

was not so <rreat as the righteousness of Mini

who died for them ; the sin which we commit-

ted was not so great as the righteousness which

He wrought who laid down His life for us,

—

who laid it down when He pleased, and took it

again when He pleased. And wouldest thou

know that He laid not down His life by
violence, nor yielded up the ghost against His

will ? He cried to the Father, saying, Father,

info Thy hands I commend j\Py spirit - / I com-

mend it, that I may take it again. And having

said these things, He gave up the ghost ^; but

not for any long time, for Fie quickly rose

again from the dead.

34. The Sun was darkened, because of the

Sun of Righteousness''. Rocks were rent, be-

cause of the spiritual Rock. Tombs were

opened, and the dead arose, because of Him
who wanfree among the dead^ ; He sentforth His
prisoners out ofthepit wherein is no water ^. Be
not then ashamed of the Crucified, but be thou

also bold to say,Hebeareth our sins, and endureth

grieffor us, and with His stripes we are healedT.

Let us not be unthankful to our Benefactor.

And again
;
for the transgression of my people

was He led to death ; and I will give the wicked

for His burial, and the rich for His death ^.

Therefore Paul says plainly, that Christ died

for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that

He was buried, and that He hath risen again the

third day according to the Scriptures 9.

35. But we seek to know clearly where

He has been buried. Is His tomb made
with hands? Is it, like the tombs of kings,

raised above the ground ? Is the Sepulchre

made of stones joined together? And what is

laid upon it ? Tell us, O Prophets, the exact truth

concerning His tomb also, where He is laid,

and where we shall seek Him ? And they say,

Look into the solid rock which ye have hcwn^.

Look in ami behold. Thou hast in the Gospels

In a sepulchre hewn in stone, which was heivn

out of a rock ^ And what hajjpens next ? A\'hat

kind of door lias the sepulchre ? Again another

Prophet says. They cut offMy life in a dungeon 3,

and cast a stone upon Ale. I, who am the Chief

corner-stone, the elect, the precious'', lie for a little

time within a stone— I who am a stone of

stumbling to the Jews, and of salvation to

8 Matt. XX. 12 ff.

' Ps. cxix. 176.

4 lb. 30.

7 Matt, xxvii. 51.

9 Cant. vi. 3.

2 Cant. V. I.

S Hcb. ix. II.

^ lb. xxiii. 38.

'° Lul:e XV. 5, 6.

3 Jolin xix. 41.
6 lb. X. 19.

9 Col. i. 20.

» I Pet. ii. 24. = \.\\Vq. xxili. 46.

3 M.itt. xxvii. so. 4 Mnl. iv. 2. 5 Ps. Ixxxvm. 5.

eZech. ix. II. 7 Isa. liii. 4, 5; 8 lb. ^/j/. 8, 9.

9 I Cor. XV. 3, 4. ' Isa. li. i.

2 Matt, xxvii. 60; Mmk xv. 46; Lul<e xxui. 50. _

3 Lam. iii. 53: iv Adxicoi, "in a pit," or "well. C Jc:'.

xxxvii. 16. - I I'et. ii. 6.
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them who believe. The Tree of iif
e

'^, ihcre.-

fore, was planted in the earth, that the earth

which had been cursed might enjoy the bless-

ing, and that the dead might be released.

2,6. Let us not then be ashamed to confess

the Crucified. Be the Cross our seal made
with boldness by our fingers on our brow, nnd
on everything; over the bread we cat, and
the cups we drink ; in our comings in, and
goings out ; before our sleep, when we lie

clown and when we rise up ; when we are in

the way, and when we are still ^, Great is that

preservative ; it is without price, for the sake

of the poor ; without toil, for the sick ; since

also its grace is from God. It is the Sign of

the faithful, and the dread of devils : for He
triuniplied over theiii in it, having made a shew

of them openly T ; for when they see the Cross,

they are reminded of the Crucified : they are

afraid of Him, who ijrnised the heads of the

dragon ^. Despise not the Seal, because of the

freeness of the gift ; but for this the rather

honour thy Benefactor.

37. And if thou ever fall into disputation,

and hast not the grounds of proof, yet let Faith

remain firm in thee ; or rather, become thou

well learned, and then silence the Jews out of

the prophets, and the Greeks out of their own
fables. They themselves worship men Avho have
been thunderstricken? : but the thunder when
it comes from heaven, comes not at random.
If they are not ashamed to worshij) men thun-

derstricken and abhorred of God, art thou

ashamed to worship the beloved Son of God,
who was crucified for thee ? I am ashamed to

tell the tales about their so-called Gods, and I

have them because of time ; let those who
know, speak. And let all heretics also be
silenced. If any say that the Cross is an illu-

sion, turn away from him. Abhor those who
say that Christ was crucified to our fancy ' only;

for if so, and if salvation is from the Cross,

then is salvation a foncy also. If the Cross is

fancy, the Resurrection is fancy also ; but if

Christ be not risen, 7ve ore yet in our sins ^. If

the Cross is fancy, the Ascension also is fancy;

and if the Ascension is fancy, then is the

second coming also fancy, and everything is

hencefoith unsubstantial.

38. Take therefore first, as an indestructible

foundation, the Cross, and build upon it the

other articles of the faith. Deny not the

Crucified ; for, if thou deny Him, thou hast

5 Gen. ii. 9 ; iii. 22. Melhotlius {Syii/rs. ix. c. i) : " He
ihat haUi not believed in Christ, nor hath understood that He is

the first principle and the Tree of Life, &c."
^ Cf. Cat. iv. 14, note 3 ; Kuseb. {Dciti. Ev. i.v. 14).

7 Col. ii. 15. *i I's. l.\.\iv. 13. 9 See Cat. vi. 11,
note 2.

' Kara ^a.vra.ai.a.\ . Cf. Ignat. Trail, g, 10 ; Cat. iv. g ; xiii. 4.
- I Cor. .\v. 17.

many to arraign thee. Judas the traitor will

arraign thee first ; for he who betrayed Him
knows that He was condemned to death by the

chief-priests and elders. The thirty pieces of

silver bear witness ; Gethsemane bears witness,

where the betrayal occurred; I speak not yet

of the Mount of Olives, on which they were

with Him at night, praying. The moon in the

night bears witness ; the day bears Avitness,

and the sun which was darkened ; for it en-

dured not to look on the crime of the con-

spirators. The fire will arraign thee, by which
Peter stood and warmed himself; if thou deny
the Cross, the eternal fire awaits thee. I speak

hard words, that tliou may not experience

hard pains. Remember the swords that came
against Him in Gethsemane, that thou feel not

the eternal sword. The house of Caiaphas^
will arraign thee, shewing by its present deso-

lation the power of Him who Avas erewhile

judged there. Yea, Caiaphas himself will rise up
against thee in the day of judgment ; the very

servant will rise up against thee, who smote

Jesus with the palm of his hand ; they also

who bound Him, and they who led Him away.

Even Herod shall rise up against thee

;

and Pilate ; as if saying, Why deniest thou

Him who was slandered before us by the Jews,

and whom we knew to have done no wrong ?

For I Pilate then washed my hands. The false

witnesses shall rise up against thee, and the

soldiers who arrayed Him in the purple robe,

and set on Him the crown of thorns, and cruci-

fied Him in Golgotha, and cast lots for His
coat. Simon the Cyrenian will cry out upon
thee, who bore the Cross after Jesus.

39. From among the stars there will cry out

upon thee, the darkened Sun ; among the

things upon earth, the Wine mingled with

myrrh ; among reeds, the Reed ; among herbs,

the Hyssop ; among the things of the sea, the

Sponge ; among trees, the Wood of the Cross
;

—the soldiers, too, as I have said, who nailed

Him, and cast lots for His vesture; the soldier

who pierced His side with the spear ; the

women who then were present ; the veil of the

3 The house of Caiaphas and Pilate's Pr<ctorinm (^41), and
?.Ioiint Zion itself (Cat. .\vi. 18), on which they both stood, are
('.escribed Ijy Cyril as being in his time ruined and desolate.

Ivisebins (Vein. Ev. VIII. 406), referring to the prophecy of
AIicah(iii. 12), repeated by Jeremiah (xxvi. iS), that /iicn shall
I'C plowed as a field, nitd Jerusalem shall become heaps, testifies

tluit he had seen with his own eyes the place being ploughed and
sown by strangers, and atids that in his own time the stones for

both public and private buildings were taken from the ruins.

The Bordeaux Pilgrim (133 A.u.) says, "It is evident where the
house of C.'iiai)has the Priest was ; and there is still the pillar at

which Christ was scourged: " this pillar is <!e>cribcd by Jerome
(A/. 86) as supporting the portico of the Church which by his

lime liad been built on the spot. Prudentius [circ. 400 A.u.):

—

" Impia blasphcmi cecidit domus aha Caiphae ....
Vinclus in his Doniinus stctit .edihus, atque columnae
Anncxus tergum dcdit ut servile llagellis.

Per.stat adhuc, templumque gerit venerand.i columna."
(Benedictine Editor.)
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temple then rent asunder ; the hall of Pilate,

now laid waste by the power of Him who was
then cnicined ; this holy Golgotha, which

stands high above us, and shews itself to this

day, and displays even yet how because of

Christ the rocks were then riven ^; the sepulchre

nigh at hand where He was laid ; and the

stone which was laid on the door, which lies to

this day by the tomb ; the Angels who were

then present ; the women who worshipped

Him after His resurrection ; Peter and John,

who ran to the sepulchre ; and Tiiomas, who
thrust his hand into His side, and his fingers

into the prints of the nails. For it was for our

sakes that he so carefully handled Him ; and
what thou, who wert not there present, wouldest

have sought, he being present, by God's Provi-

dence, did seek.

40. Thou hast Twelve Apostles, witnesses

of the Cross ; and the whole earth, and the

world of men who believe on Him who hung
thereon. Let thy very presence here now per-

suade thee of the power of the Crucified. For

4 Cf. Lucian. Antioch. ap. Rufin. Hi'ff. Eccl. ix. c. 6 ;
" Gol-

gothana rupes sub patibuli onere disrupta."

who now brought thee to this assembly? what
soUh'ors? A\'ilh what bonds wast thou con-

strained ? What sentence lield thee fast here

now ? Nay, it was the Trophy of salvation,

the Cross of Jesus that brought you all

together. It was this that enslaved the Per-

sians, and tamed the Scythians ; this that gave
to the Fgyptians, for cats and dogs and their

manifold errors, the knowledge of God ; this,

that to this day heals diseases ; that to this

day drives away devils, and overthrows the jug-

gleries of drugs and charms.

41. This shall appear again with Jesus from

heaven s
; for the trophy shall precede the king :

that seeing /////.' whom they pierced'', and knowing
by the Cross Him who wasdishonoured, the Jews
may repent and mourn ; {but they shall mourn
tribe by tribe t, for they shall repent, when there

shall be no more time for repentance ;) and
that we may glory, exulting in the Cross, wor-

shipping the Lord who was sent, and crucified

for us, and worshipping also God His Father

who sent Him, with the Holy Ghost : To whom
be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

S Cf. Cat. XV. 22. * Zech. xii. 10. 7 lb. V. 12.



LECTURE XIV.

On the words, And rose again from the dead on the third day, and ascended

INTO the Heavens, and sat on the right hand of the Father.

I Cor. XV. i—4.

Noiv I make knoivn unto yon, brethren, the gospel which Ipreached unto you .... that

He hath been raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 6^r.

Rejoice, O Jerusalem, and keep high festival,

all ye that love Jesus ; for He is risen. Re-
joice, all ye that mourned before ', wlien ye
heard of the daring and wicked deeds of

the Jews : for He who was spitefully en-

treated of them in this place is risen again.

And as the discourse concerning the Cross
was a sorrowful one, so let the good tid-

ings of the Resurrection bring joy to the

hearers. Let mourning be turned into glad-

ness, and lamentation to joy: and let our
mouth be filled with joy and gladness, because
of Him, w^ho after His resurrection, said

Rejoice'^. For 1 know the sorrow of Christ's

friends in these past days ; because, as our
discourse stopped short at the Death and the

Burial, and did not tell the good tidings of the

Resurrection, your mind was in suspense, to

hear what you were longing for.

Now, therefore, the Dead is risen. He who
was free among the dead^, and the deliverer of

the dead. He who in dishonour wore patiently

the crown of thorns, even He arose, and
crowned Himself with the diadem of His
victory over death.

2. As then we set forth the testimonies con-

cerning His Cross, so come let us now verify

the proofs of His Resurrection also : since the

Apostle before us "• affirms, He 2vas buried, and
has been raised on the third day according to the

Scriptures. As an Apostle, therefore, has sent

us back to the testimonies of the Scriptures,

it is good that we should get full knowledge
of the hope of our salvation ; and that we
should learn first whether the divine Scriptures

tell us the season of His resurrection, whether
it comes in summer or in autumn, or after

winter; and from what kind of place the

1 Is. Ixvi. 10.

2 Matt, xxviii. 9, "All hail." The usual grectinc, XaCpere,
"Rejoice."

3 Ps. Ixxxviii. 5: Cast offamong the (/tvr</ (R.V.) ; Castaway
(Margin).

4 Q irapuiv, i.e. in the text, i Cor xv. 4.

Saviour has risen, and what has been an-

nounced in the admirable Prophets as the

name of the place of the Resurrection, and
whether the women, who sought and found

Him not, afterwards rejoice at finding Him

;

in order that when the Gospels are read, the

narratives of these holy Scriptures may not be
thought fables nor rhapsodies.

3. That the Saviour then was buried, ye

have heard distinctly in the preceding dis-

course, as Isaiah saith. His burial shall be in

peace ^ : for in His burial He made peace be-

tween heaven and earth, bringing sinners unto

God : and, that the righteous is taken out of the

way of unrighteousness^ : ^.nd. His burial shall

be in peace : and, I will give the tvickedfor His
burial T. There is also the prophecy of Jacob
saying in the Scriptures, He lay down and
couched as a lion, and as a lioti's ivhelp : who shall

rouse Him up ^ ? And the similar passage in

Numbers, He couched, He lay down as a lion,

and as a lion's whelp 9. The Psalm also ye have

often heard, which says, A7id Thou hast brought

me down into the dust of death'^. Moreover we
took note of the spot, when we quoted the

words. Look unto the rock, which ye have hewn ^.

But now let the testimonies concerning His
resurrection itself go with us on our way.

4. First, then, in the nth Psalm He says.

For the misery of the poor, and the sighing of the

needy, nozu will I arise, saith the Lord^, But
this passage still remains doubtful with some

:

for He often rises up also in anger •, to take

vengeance upon His enemies.

Come then to the 15th Psalm, which says

distinctly: Preserve Me, O Lord, for in Thee

5 Is. Ivii. 2 : He entereth into feace (R.V.).
6 Is. Ivii. I : that the righteous is taken awayfrom the evil to

comei\\M.\
7 Is. liii. 9 : they made His grave with the wicked (K.\.).
8 Gen. xlix. 9. 9 Num. xxiv. g. i Ps. xxii. 15.
2 e7recr>)^eiu)crafif6a, "noted for ourselves ;

" Middle Voice. Is.

li. 1 : quoted in Cat. xiii. ,^5.

3 Ps. xii. 5. 4 lb. vii. 6 ;
" Arise, O l,OKp, in Thjne anger.
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have I put my iriist'^: and after this, their as-

semblies of I'lood 7i<ill I mHjoin, nor make men-
tion of their names I'et'iveen my lifs^ ; since they

have refused me, and cliosen Cresar as their

king 7 : and also the next words, I foresaiv the

Lord al'vay i'efore Me, because He is at My rii^ht

hand, that I may not i^e moved^: and soon after,

1 ea and even until night my reins chastened me 9.

And after this He says most plainly, For Thou
"wi/f not /eave Jfy soul in Jicll ' / neither ivilt Thou
suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption. He
said not, neither wilt Thou suffer 'Ihine Holy
One to see death, since then He would not

ha\-e died ; but corruption, saith He, I see not,

and shall not abide in death. Thou hast made
hnoivn to Me the ways of life-. Behold here is

plainly preached a life after death. Come
also to the 29th Psalm, / will extol Thee,

O Lord, for Thou hast lifted Me up, and hast

not made J/y foes to rejoice over Me^. AVhat is

It that took place? Wert thou rescued from
enemies, or wert thou released when about

to be smitten ? He says himself most jilainly,

O Lord, Thou hast brought up My soulfrom
hell*. There he says, Thou iviit not leave, pro-

phetically : and here he speaks of that which is

to take place as having taken place. Thou hast

brought up. Thou hast saved Me from them

that go down into the pit ^. At what time shall

the event occur? Weeping shall continue for
the evening, andjoy cometh in the vu^rning^ : for

in the evening was the sorrow of the disciples,

and in the morning the joy of the resurrection.

5. But wouldst thou know the place also ?

Again He saith in Canticles, / went down into

the garden of nuts t ; for it was a garden where

He was crucified ^ For though it has now
been most highly adorned with royal gifts,

yet formerly it was a garden, and the signs

and the remnants of this remain. A garden

enclosed, a fountain sealed'^, by the Jews who
said. We remember that that deceiver said tvhile

He xvas yet alive. After three days, T will rise :

command, therefore, that the sepulchre be made
sure ; and further on. So they went, and made
the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone with the

guard \ And aiming well at these, one saith,

and in rest Thou shall judge them ^. But who

5 Ps. xvi. I.

6 lb. xvi. 4 : "their drink-offerings of blood will I not offer."

The Pialmist abliors the bloody rites, and the very names of the
false gods.

7 John xix. 15. Cyril applies to the Jews what the Psalmist
says concerning those that hasten after another god.

8 Ps. xvi. 8.

9 lb. 7. Quoting from memory, Cyril transposes these sen-
tences.

• lb. 10. R.V. in Sheol, Sept. in Hades.
2 lb. II. 3 lb. ,\xx. I.

4 lb. 3. 'R.W./roin Sheol, Stpl./iom Hades.
5 lb. 3. * lb. s. 7 Cant. vi. ii.
8 John xix. ^i. See Index, Golgotha. 9 Cant. iv. 12.

' Matt, xxvii. 63, 65.
' Job vii. i3 : . . . . try him every tiioment. Hcb. VJI, " a

is the fountain that is sealed, or who is inter-

preted as being a 7vell-spring of living water ^^1

It is the Saviour Himself, concerning whom
it is written. For with Thee is the fountain of
lifeK

6. But what says Zephaniah in the person
of Christ to the disciples ? Prepare thyself, be

rising at the dawn: all their gleaning is de-

stroyed^ : the gleaning, that is, of the Jews, with
whom there is not a cluster, nay not even
a gleaning of salvation left ; for their vine is

cut down. See how He says to the disciples,

Prepare thyself, rise up at dawn : at dawn
expect the Resurrection.

And farther on in the same context of Scrip-

ture He says. Therefore ivait thoufor Me, saith

the Lord, until the day of My L'lesurrection at
the Testimony ''. Thou seest that the Prophet
foresaw the place also of the Resurrection,

which was to be surnamed "the Testimony."
For what is the reason that this spot of Gol-
gotha and of the Resurrection is not called,

like the rest of the Churches, a Church, but
a Testimony? Why, perhaps, it was because
of the Prophet, who had said, until the day of
My Resurrection at the Testimony.

7. And who then is this, and what is the

sign of Him that rises? In the words of the

Prophet that follow in the same context. He
says plainly, For then will L turn to the peoples

a lauguageT : since, after the Resurrection,

when the Floly Ghost was sent forth the gift

of tongues was granted, that they might serve

the Lord under one yoke^. And what other

token is set forth in the same Prophet, that

they should serve the Lord under one yoke?
From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia they shall

bring me offerings'^. Thou knowest what is

written in the Acts, when the Ethiopian

eunuch came from beyond the rivers of E)thio-

pia'. When therefore the Scriptures tell both

the time and the peculiarity of the place, when
they tell also the signs which followed the

Resurrection, have thou henceforward a firm

faith in the Resurrection, and let no one stir

thee from confessing Christ risen from the

dead ^.

8. Now take also another testimony in the

wink," as in Job xxi. 13, misinterpreted in both passages by the

LXX. as meaning " rest."

3 Cant. iv. 15. t Ps. xxxvi. 9.

5 Zeph. iii. 7 : they >vse early and corrupted all their doings.

The passage is wholly misunderstood by the Seventy, v.'hom

S. Cyril follows.
6 Zeph. iii. 8 : until the day that I rise np to the prey. For

*Tl?b. '" '''"^ /''O', tlie LXX. seem to have read ^^jbi *" '''*

testimony. About ten years before these Lectures were de-

livered, V.Vi%<i\^\\i.^ (_Li/e 0/ Conslantine, III. c. xxviii.), speak-

ing of the discovery of the Holy Sepulchre, a.d. 326, calls it

" a testimony to the Resurrection of the Saviour clearer than any

voice could give."
7 Zeph. iii. g : a pure language.
« II). to <!e>~!ie him with one consent (Marg. shoulder).

9 lb. V. 10. ' Acts \ iii. 27. 2 2 'llm. ii. 8,
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87th Psalm, where Christ speaks in the Pro-

phets, (for He who tlien spake came afterwards

among iis) : O Lord, God of My salvation, I
have cried dav and night t>efo?-e Thee, and a httle

farther on, / became as it ivere a man without

help, free among the dead^. He said not, I

became a man without help ; but, as it were

a man 'without help. For indeed Pie was

crucified not from weakness, but willingly :

and His Death was not from involuntary

weakness. / tvas counted with them that go

do7vn into the pit'<. And what is the token?

Thou hast put away 3fi/!e acquaintancefarfrom
Me^ (for the disciples have fled). Wilt Thou

sheiv wonders to the dead^ ? Then a little while

afterwards: And 7in'o Thee have I cried, O
Lord; and in thcnuming shall jny prayer come

before TheeT. Seest thou how they shew the

exact point of the Hour, and of the Passion,

and of the Resurrection?

9. And whence hath the Saviour risen ? He
says in the Song of Songs : Hise up, come, My
neighbour^ : and in what follows, in a cave ofthe

rock '^ I A cave of the rock Pie called the cave

which was erewhile before the door of the

Saviour's sepulchre, and had been hewn out

of the rock itself, as is wont to be done here

in front of the sepulchres. For now it is not

to be seen, since the outer cave was cut away

at that time for the sake of the present adorn-

ment. For before the decoration of the sepul-

chre by the royal munificence, there was a cave

in the front of the rock ^ I3ut where is the

rock that had in it the cave? Does it lie near

the middle of the city, or near the w'alls and

the outskirts? And whether is it within the

ancient walls, or within the outer walls which

were built afterwards? He says then in the

Canticles : /// a cave ofthe rock, close to the outer

wall ^.

10. At what season does the Saviour rise?

Is it the season of summer, or some other?

In the same Canticles immediately before the

words quoted He says, The winter is past, the

rain is past andgone 3 ; theflowers appear on the

earth ; the time of the pruning is come^. Is not

then the earth full of Howers now, and are they

3 Ps. Ivxwiii. I. 4, 5. 4 lb. v. 4. 5 lb. 7'. 8.

6 lb. V. 10. 7 lb. I'. 13.

8 Cant. ii. 10 : Rise it/', my Inve, tiiy/.iir one, and come away.
9 7/. 14 : ill the clefts of t!ic rock. ' Sec Index, Scfoilchre.
2 Cant. ii. 14 : in the clefts of tlic rock, in the secret /laces

of the stairs. Tbe Revised Version reads, in the covert of the

steep place.
3 Cant. ii. 11. In 77oprj\5tT, liropevOr) tatTw the I,XX. have

imitated tbe pleonastic use of "y^ after verbs of motion, cor-

rcspoiidinpc to our idiom " Oo away witb you," and to tbe Datij'/rs

Ktiiiciis in Greek and Latin. See Gesenius Lexicon on tbis use

of ^, and Ewald, Introtliictory Orajnmar, § 217, 1. 2.

4 Cant. ii. 12 : the singing of birds. The Hebrew word
("^>iv^y) means either "cutting," as in the LXX. toiu)/?, Sym-

• 7

macbns KAaScvcrew?, and R.V. Marg. "pnminj;," or as in A.V.
" sinking."

not pruning the vines? Thou seest how he

said also that the winter is now past. For

when this month Xanthicuss is come, it is

already spring. And this is the season, the

first month with the Hebrews, in which occurs

the festival of the Passover, the typical formerly,

but now the true. This is the season of the

creation of the world : for then God said, Let

the earth bring forth herbage of grass, yielding

seed after his kind and after his likeness ^. And
now, as thou seest, already every herb is yield-

ing seed. And as at that time God made the

sun and moon and gave them courses of equal

day (and night), so also a few days since was

the season of the equinox.

At that time God said. Let us make man
after our image and after our likeness''. And
the image he received, but the likeness through

his disobedience he obscured. At the same

season then in which he lost this the restor-

ation also took place. At the same season as

the created man through disobedience was

cast out of Paradise, he who believed Avas

through obedience brought in. Our Salvation

then took place at the same season as the Fall

:

when theflowers appeared, and the pruning was

come.

II. A garden was the place of His Burial,

and a vine that which was planted there : and

He hath said, 7 am the vine ^ ! He was planted

therefore in the earth in order that the curse

which came because of Adam might be rooted

out. The earth was condemned to thorns and
thistles: the true Vine sprang up out of the

earth, that the saying might be fulfilled. Truth

sprang up out of the earth, and righteousness

5 X.antbicus is the name of tbe si.\th month in the Macedonian
Calendar, corresponding nearly to the Jewish Nisan (Josephus,

Antiq. II. xiv. 6), and to the latter part of Lent and Easter.

On the tradition that tbe Creation took place at tbis season, see

S. Ambrose, Hexcrmeron, I. c. 4, § 13.
* Gen. i. II : grass., the herb yielding seed.

The I>XX. give an irregular construction,
liorarrjf \6prov triretpoi' 0"7re'pjiia.

7 Gen. i. 26. "The ancient Church very accurately distin-

guished between etKtor {image) and 6;iioi'u)o"is {likeness), and the
Greek Church docs tbe same in its Confession. The latter phrase
expresses man's destination, which is not to be regarded as carried

out at the moment of creation. (Dorncr, System of Christian
Doctrine, K.Tr. II. p. 7S). Tbe image lies in tbe permanent
capacities of man's n:iture (Gen. ix. 6: i Cor. xi. 7: Jas. iii. 9),

the likeness in their realisation in moral conformity with God
(6/io>;9eiav Oeou, Ignatius, Magnes vi). " The image of God is a
comprehensive thing. , . . To this belongs man's intellective power,
his liberty of will, his dominion over tlie other creatures flowing
from the two former. These make up tbe to ouffiioSes, that part
of that divine image which is natural and essential to man, and
consequently can never be wholly blotted out, defaced, or ex-
tinguislied, but still remains even in man fallen. But beside these
the Cbtirch of God hath ever acknowledged, in tbe first man,
certain additional ornaments, and as it were complements of the
divine image, sucli as immortality, grace, holiness, righteousness,
whereby man approached more nearly to tbe similitude and like-

ness of God. These were (if I may so speak) the lively colours
wherein the grace, tbe beauty, and lustre of the divine image
princip dly consisted ; these colours faded, yea, were defaced
and blotted out by man's transgression. (I'lull, The State of
Ma?i before the Fa'l, Vol. ii. p. 114, C.r.). Cf. Iren. (V. vi. § 1 ;

xvi. § 2) ; TertuUian {de Baptismo, c. 5) : Clem. Alex. ^K.xhort.

c. 12) ; Origen (c. Cels. IV. 30).
8 John XV. I. The Benedictine Editor has a diflferent punc-

tuation : "and the vine which was planted there hath said.

And I am he Vine."



LECTURE XIV. 97

looked doivTi from heaven^. And what will He
that is buried in the garden say ? I hat'c gathered

My myrrh with My spices: and again, Myrrh
and a'/oes, 'with all chief spices^. Now these are

the symbols of the burying ; and in the Gospels
it is said, The women came unto the sepulchre

bringing the spices vjhich they had prepared- :

Kicodemus also I'ringing a mixture of myrrh and
aloes ^. And farther on it is written, I did eat

My bread with My honey .• the bitter before the

Passion, and the sweet after the Resurrection.

Then after He had risen He entered through

closed doors : but they believed not that it was
He : for they supposed that they beheld a spirit =.

But He said, Handle Me and see. Put your
fingers into the print of the nails, as Thomas
required. And while they yet believed 7iot for
;'oy, and wondered, He said unto them, Have ye
here anything to eat? And they gave Him
a piece of a broiled fish and honeycomb ^. Seest

thou how that is fulfilled, / did eat My bread

U'ith My honey.

12. But before He entered through the

closed doors, the Bridegroom and Suitor 7 of

souls was sought by those noble and brave

women. They came, those blessed ones, to

the sepulchre, and sought Him Who had been
raised, and the tears were still dropping from

their eyes, when they ought rather to have been
dancing with joy for Him that had risen. Mary
came seeking Him, according to the Gospel,

and found Him not : and presently she heard

from the Angels, and afterwards saw the Christ.

Are then these things also written ? He says

in the Song of Songs, On my bed I sought Him
whom 7ny soul loved. At what season ? By
night on my bed I sought Him Whom my soul

loved: Mary, it says, caine while it was yet

dark. On my bed I sought Him by night, I
sought Him, and Ifound Him 7iot^. And in the

Gospels Mary says. They have taketi away my
Lord, and /know not where they have laid Him 9.

But the Angels being then present cure their

want of knowledge; for they said, IVhy seek

ye the living among the dead^? He not only

rose, but had also the dead with Him when
He rose ^ But she knew not, and in her person

the Song of Songs said to the Angels, Sazv ye
Him Whom my soul loved 1 It was but a little

that I passed from them (that is, from the two
Angels), until I found Him Whom tny soul

loved. I held Hitn, and would not let Him go 3.

13. For after the vision of the Angels, Jesus

9 Ps. IxXXV. II.

' C.Tnt. V. I ; iv. 14. Compare Cat. xiii. 32.
' Luke xxiv. i. 3 John xix. 39.
4 Cant. V. I : itiy honeycomb xvith mv honey.
5 Luke xxiv. 37. 6 lb. v. 41.

7 6 eepaTreuTTj!. In connexion with " Bridegroom," and " Him
whom my soul loveth " the meaning " Suitor " is more appropriate
than " Physician."

_
8 Cant. iii. i : Joh. xx. i.

9 John XX. 13. ' Luke xxiv. 5. 2 Matt, xxvii. 52.
3 Cant. iii. 3, 4.

came as His own Herald ; and the Gospel
sa}-s. And behold Jesus met them, saying, All
hail ! and they came and took hold of Hisfeet ^.

They took hold of Him, that it might be ful-

filletl, / 7vill hold Him, and tvill not let Him go.

Though the woman was weak in body, her
spirit was manful. Many waters (juench not

love, neither do rivers drown ii ^ ; He was dead
whom they sought, yet v/as not the hope of the

Resurrection quenched. And the Angel says

to them again. Fear not ye ; I say not to the

soldiers, /r«r not, but to you ^; as for them, let

them be afraid, that, taught by experience,

they may bear witness and say, Truly this was
the Son of GodT ; but you ought not to be
afraid,yJ^r perfect love casteth outfear ^. Go, tell

His disciples that He is risen 9/ and the rest.

And they depart with joy, yet full of fear ; is

this also written ? yes, the second Psalm,

which relates the Passion of Christ, says, Serve

the Lord with fear, and rejoice unto Ifim with

trembling ^;—rejoice, because of the risen Lord
;

but ivith trembling, because of the earthquake,

and the Angel who appeared as lightning.

14. Though, therefore, Chief Priests and
Pharisees through Pilate's means sealed the

tomb
;

yet the women beheld Him who was
risen. And Esaias knowing the feebleness of

the Chief Priests, and the women's strength of

faith, says. Ye women, who comefrom beholding,

come hither ^y for the people hath no understand-

ing ;—the Chief Priests want understanding,

while women are eye-witnesses. And when
the soldiers came into the city to them, and
told them all that had come to pass, they .said

to them. Say ye. His disciples came by night,

and stole Him aioay while we slept 3 ? 'Well

tlierefore did Esaias foretell this also, as in

their persons. But tell us, and relate to us

another deceit^. He who rose again, is up, and
for a gift of money they persuade the soldiers

;

but they persuade not the kings of our time.

The soldiers then surrendered the truth for

silver ; but the kings of this day have, in their

piety, built this holy Church of the Resurrec-

tion of (jod our Saviour, inlaid with silver and
wrought with gold, in which we are assem-

bled 5 ; and embellished it with the treasures of

silver and gold and precious stones. And if

this come to the governor's ears, they say, we will

persuade him^. Yea, though ye persuade the

soldiers, yet ye will not persuade the world

;

for why, as Peter's guards were condemned
when he escaped out of the prison, were not

4 Matt, xxviii. 9. 5 Cant. vii!. 7.

6 Matt, xxviii. 5. The emphatic ii/xels is rightly interpreted

by Cyril as distinguishing the women from the frightened sen-

tinels. 7 Matt, xxvii. 54.
« I John iv. 18. 9 Matt, xxviii. 7. ' Ps. 11. 11.

2 Isa. xxvii. 1 1 : The women shaU come, and set them oii/ue.

3 Matt, xxviii. 13. 4 Isa. xxx. 10.

5 Cf. Euscb. i^LiJe o/Conat. III. 36). <^ Matt, xxxviii. 14.
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they also who watched Jesus Christ con-

demned? Upon the former, sentence was
pronounced by Herod, for they were ignorant

and had nothing to say for themselves ; while

the latter, wlio had seen the truth, and con-

cealed it for money, were protected by the

Chief Priests. Nevertheless, though but a few
of the Jews were persuaded at tlie time, the

world became obedient. They who hid the

truth were themselves hidden ; but they who
received it were made manifest by the power
of the Saviour, who not only rose from the

dead, but also raised the dead with Himself
And in the person of these the Prophet Osee
says plainly, After two days will He revive us,

n?id in the third day we shall rise again, and
shall live in His sis^ht t

.

15. But since the disobedient Jews will not

be persuaded by the Divine Scriptures, but

forgetting all that is written gainsay the Resur-
recdon of Jesus, it were good to answer them
thus : On what ground, while you say that

Eliseus and Elias raised the dead, do you
gainsay the Resurrection of our Saviour ? Is

it that we have no living witnesses now out of

that generation to what we say ? Well, do you
also bring forward witnesses of the history of

that time. But that is written ;—so is this also

written : why then do ye receive the one, and
reject the other? They were Hebrews who
wrote that history ; so were all the Apostles

Hebrews : why then do ye disbelieve the

Jews ^ ? Matthew who wrote the Gospel wrote
it in the Hebrew tongue 9; and Paul the

preacher was a Hebrew of the Hebrews ; and
the twelve Apostles were all of Hebrew race :

then fifteen Bishops of Jerusalem were ap-

pointed in succession from among the He-
brews ^ What then is your reason for allowing

your own accounts, and rejecting ours, though
these also are written by Hebrews from among
yourselves.

16. But it is impossible, some one will say,

that the dead should rise ; and yet Eliseus

twice raised the dead,—when he was alive,

and also when dead. Do we then believe,

that when Eliseus was dead, a dead man who
was cast upon him and touched him, arose

;

7 Hos. vi. 2.

* Instend of Tor9 'louSaiois the Jerusalem Editor adopts from
CoJ. A. Toi! iSi'oi?, " Your own countrymen," a better reading in

this place, if it had more s\ipport from MSS. The Latin in
Milles has only " Cur igitur non crcditis?"

9 The statements of I'apias, Iren.xus, Origen, Euscbius, Epi-
phanius, and Jerome, concerning a Hebrew Gospel of S. Matthew
are ably discussetl by Dr. Snlmon(/«//v;(/Kt-//y« lo N.T. Lect. X.),
who comes to the conclusion that the Canonical (iospel was not
translated from Hebrew (Aramaic), but originally written in

Greek-.
' This statement may have been derived cither from Euscbius

{Hist. Eccl. IV. c. 5), or from the " written records " (tyypac^wi'),

from wliich he had learned that "until the siege of the Jews
which took place under Adrian (135 A.D.), there were fifteen

bishops in succession there, all of whom are said to have been
of Hebrew descent." See tlic list of names, and the notes on the
passage in this Series.

and is Christ not risen ? But in that case,

the dead man who touched Eliseus, arose, yet

he who rai.sed him continued nevertheless

dead : but in tliis case both the Dead of whom
we speak Himself arose, and many dead were

raised without having even touched Him. For
many bodies oj the Saints wliich slept arose, and
they came out of the graves after His Resurrec-

tion, and ivent into the Holy City ^, (evidently

this city, in which we now are 3,) and appeared

unto many. Eliseus then raised a dead man,
but he conquered not the world ; Elias raised

a dead man, but devils are not driven away in

the name of Elias. We are not speaking evil

of the Prophets, but we are celebrating their

Master more highly ; for we do not exalt our

own wonders by disparaging theirs ; for theirs

also are ours ; init by what happened among
them, we win credence for our own.

17. But again they say, "A corpse then

lately dead was raised by the living ; but shew
us that one three days dead can possibly arise,

and that a man should be buried, and rise after

three days." If we seek for Scripture testi-

mony in proof of such facts, the Lord Jesus

Christ Himself supplies it in the Gospels,

saying, For as Jonas was three days and three

nights in the whalers belly ; so shall the Son

of man be three days and three nights in the

heart of the earth'-. And when we examine the

story of Jonas, great is the forces of the resem-

blance. Jesus was sent to preach repentance

;

Jonas also was sent : but whereas the one fled,

not knowing what should come to pass ; the

other came willingly, to give repentance unto

salvation. Jonas was asleep in the ship, and
snoring amidst the stormy sea ; while Jesus

also slept, the sea, according to God's provi-

dence ^, began to rise, to shew in the sequel the

might of Him who slept. To the one they

said, Why art thou snoring? Arise, call upon
thy God, that God may save ust ; but in the

other case they say unto the Master, Lord, save

us^. Then they said. Call upon thy God ; here

they say, save Thou. But the one says, Take
me, and cast me into the sea ; so shall the sea be

calm unto you 9 / the other, Himself rebuked the

7vinds and the sea, and there 2vas a great calm ^.

The one was cast into a whale's belly : but the

other of His own accord went down thither,

where the invisible whale of death is. And
He went down of His own accord, that death

2 Matt. .\.\vii. 52, 53.
3 The Archde.acon of Jerusalem, Photius

serves that " by this parenthetic explanation Cy
to refute the opinion which some favoured that

slept and were raised entered into the heavenly
Euscb. Dent, ifrvfw;'. IV. 12. •

S "ei'f'pyeia [Korte erdpyeia. Edit.]." This
Hencdictine Editor is recommended by the very
" distincmess of the resemblance," but seems
authority.

Alexandrides^ ob-
ril perhaps wished
these saints which
Jerusalem." See
Matt. xii. 40.

conjecture of the
appropriate sense
to have no MS.

KaT oiKOfOftiav,

9 Junali i.

7 Jonah i. 6. 8 Matt. \iii. 25, 26.
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might cast up tliosc whom he had devoured,
according to that which is written, / will

ransom them from the poivcr of the grave ; and
from the hand of death I will redeem them '.

i8. At this point of our discourse, let us con-

sider whether is harder, for a man after having

been buried to rise again from the earth, or for

a man in the belly of a whale, having come
into the great heat of a living creature, to

escape corruption. For what man knows not,

that the heat of the belly is so great, that even
bones which have been swallowed moulder
away? How then did Jonas, who was three

days and three nights in the whale's belly,

escape corruption ? And, seeing that the

nature of all men is such that we cannot
live without breathing, as we do, in air, how
did he live without a breath of this air for

three days ? But the Jews make answer and
say. The power of God descended with Jonas
Avhen he was tossed about in hell. Does then

the Lord grant life to His own servant, by
sending His power with him, and can He not
grant it to Himself as well? If that is credible,

this is credible also ; if this is incredible, that

also is incredible. For to me both are alike

worthy of credence. I believe that Jonas
was preserved, for all things are possible with

God^ ; I believe that Christ also was raised

from the dead ; for I have many testimonies

of this, both from the Divine Scriptures, and
from the operative power even at this day 3 of

Him who arose,—who descended into hell

alone, but ascended thence with a great

20. Of this our Saviour the Prophet Jonas
formed the type, when he prayed out of the belly

of the whale, and said, / cried in my affliction^

and so on ; out of the belly of hcllT, and yet he
was in the whale ; but though in the whale, he
says that he is in Hades ; for he was a type
of Christ, who was to descend into Hades.
And after a few words, he says, in the person of
Christ, prophesying most clearly, My head went
down to the chasms of the mountains'^ ; and
yet he was in the belly of the whale. What
mountains then encompass thee ? I know, he
says, that I am a type of Him, who is to

be laid in the Sepulchre hewn out of the rock.

And though he was in the sea, Jonas says, /
went doivn to the earthy since he was a type of
Christ, who went down into the heart of the

earth. And foreseeing the deeds of the Jews
who persuaded the soldiers to lie, and told

them. Say that they stole Him aivay, he says, By
regarding lying vanities they forsook their own
mercy 9. For He who had mercy on them came,
and was crucified, and rose again, giving His
own precious blood both for Jews and Gen-
tiles

;
yet say they, Say that they stole Him

away, having regard to lying vanities \ But
concerning His Resurrection, Esaias also says,

He 7vho brought up from the earth the great
Shepherd of the sheep ^ / he added the word,
great^ lest He should be thought on a level

with the shepherds who had gone before Him.
21. Since then we have the prophecies, let

faith abide with us. Let them fall who fall

through unbelief, since they so will ; but thou

company ; for He went down to death, and\ hast taken thy stand on the rock of the faith in

7na7iy bodies of the saints which slept arose''

through Him.
19. Death was struck with dismay on behold-

ing anew visitant descend into Hades, notbound
by the chains of that place. Wherefore, O por-

ters of Hades, were ye scared at sight of Him ?

What was the unwonted fear that possessed

you ? Death fled, and his flight betrayed his

cowardice. The holy prophets ran unto Him,
and Moses the Lawgiver, and Abraham, and
Isaac, and Jacob ; David also, and Samuel,
and Esaias, and John the Baptist, who bore

witness when he asked, Art Thou He that

should come, or look wefor atiother^ 1 All the

Just were ransomed, whom death had swal-

lowed ; for it behoved the King whom they

had proclaimed, to become the redeemer of

His noble heralds. Then each of the Just

said, O death, where is thy victory ? O grave,

where is thy sting^ 1 For the Conqueror hath

redeemed us.

' Hosea xiii. 14. * Matt. xix. 26.

xiii. 3. * Matt, xxvii. 52.

3 Cf. Cat. iv. 13 ;

5 lb. xi. 3.

6 I Cor. XV. 55. On the opinion thiat the Patriarchs, Prophets,
and Righteous men were redeemed by Christ in Hades, compare

the Resurrection. Let no heretic ever per-

suade thee to speak evil of the Resurrection.

For to this day the Manichees say, that the

resurrection of the Saviour was phantom-wise,
and not real, not heeding Paul who says, Who
ivas made of the seed of David according to the

flesh; and again. By the resurrection ofJesus
Christ our Lordfrom the dead'^. And again he
aims at them, and speaks thus, Say not in

Irenaeus (Ha;r. I. xxvii. § 3 ; IV. xxvii. § 2), Clem. Alex. {Siroinat.
vi. c. 6), Origen (/« Genes. Horn. xv. § 5).

7 Jonah ii. 2.

8 lb. V. 6 : (R.V.) / went doivn to the bottoms 0/ the moun-
tains : the earth with her bars closed upon me/or ever.

9 V. 8.

' By lying vanities are meant in the original " vain idols."
2 Isa. Ixiii. ii ; (V..\ .), Where is He tliat brouglU thevt up out of

the sea with the sheplieriis ( Marg. slicpherd) ofllisjlock ? Cyril's
reading, ex tiji; 71)9 instead of kK Tijs SaAaccr))? is found in the
Alexandrine MS. of tlie Septuagint. Athanasius [Ad Serapion,
Ep. i. 12) has the same reatling and interpretation as Cyril. I!y
^' the shepherds" are probably meant Moses and Aaron : cf. Ps.
Ixxvii. 20 : Vi^ho leddest Thy people like sheep by the hand of
Moses and Aaron.

Heb. xiii. 20: No^u the God of peace, thai brought again
from tlif dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of tite sheep,

(ice. The word " great " is added by the Author of the Epistle to

the Hebrews not by Isaiah.

3 Rom. i. 3, 4. Cyril in his incomplete quotation of v. 4
makes 'IrjaoO Xpicrrot) toO K. riix, depend on dfaa-raircu)?. The
right order and construction is given in R.V., who -was declared
to be the Son ofGod . ... by the resurrection of the dead; fven
Jesus Christ our Lord.

H 3
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tiiine /icar/, 7vho shall ascend into Jieaven; or,

7vho shall descend into the deep? that is, to

bring up Christ from the dead'< ; and in like

manner warning as he has elsewhere written
again, Reineinhcr Jesus Christ raised from the

dead 5 ; and again, And if Christ he not risen,

then is our preaching vain, and your faith is

also vain. Yea, and we are found false tvit-

vesses of God; because we testified of God that
He raised up Christ, who?n He raised not up ^.

But in what follows he says, But now is Christ
risenfrom the dead, the first fruits of them that
are asleep ^ ;

—And He tvas seen of Cephas, then

of the twelve ; (for if thou believe not the one
witness, thou hast twelve witnesses;) then He
zvas seen of abovefive hundred brethren atonce^;
(if they disbelieve the twelve, let them admit
the five hundred

;
) after that He was seen of

James'i, His own brother, and first Bishop of
this diocese. Seeing tlien that such a Bishop
originally' saw Christ Jesus when risen, do not
thou, his disciple, disbelieve him. But thou
sayest that His brother James was a partial

witness; afterwards He 7vas seen also of me'^

Paul, His enemy ; and what testimony is

doubted, when an enemy proclaims it ? " I,

who was before a persecutor 'i, now preach the
glad tidings of the Resurrection."

22. Many witnesses there are of the Saviour's
resurrection.—The night, and the light of the
full moon

;
(for that night was the sixteenth 4

;

)

the rock of the sepulchre which received Him;
the stone also shall rise up against the face of
the Jews, for it saw the Lord ; even the stone
which was then rolled aways, itself bears witness
to the Resurrection, lying there to this day.
Angels of God who were present testified of
the Resurrection of the Only-begotten : Peter
and John, and Thomas, and all the rest of the
Apostles

; some of whom ran to the sepulchre,
and saw the burial-clothes, in which He was
wrapped before, lying there after the Resur-
rection

; and others handled His hands and
His feet, and beheld the prints of the nails

;

and all enjoyed together that Breath of the
Saviour, and were counted worthy to forgive
sins in the power of the Holy Ghost. Women

* I Cor. XV. 14, 15.
4 Rom. X. 6, 7. 5 2 Tim. ii. 8.
7 lb. V. 20. 8 lb. 5, (5.

_
9 lb. 7. This .-ippe.-irancc of Christ to James is not men-

tioned in the Gospels. ]^xomc(Catalog. Script. Eccles. p. 170 D)
mentions a tradition that James had taken an oath that he would
eat no bread from the hour in which he had drunk the Cup of the
Lord, until he .should see Him rising from the dead. Wherefore
the Saviour immediately .after He had risen .appeared to James
and commanded him to eat.

" I'or ToiouTOu Tolvvv eTTto-Kojrou TrpwTOTUTTws iSoi'TOS Codd.
Roe, Casaub. have toO roivvv wpaiTorvnov ittia^Konov iSoi'tos,
which gives lhe^_ better sen.se—" since therefore the primary
Bishop saw, &c." On the meaning of n-apoiKt'a, and the e.\tent
ofa primitive Diocese, see Bingh.am, I.X. c. 2.

"
Jr^u"""^^'

^' ^ ' Tim. i. 13.
4 If the Crucili.vion took place on tlie 14th of Nisan, the follow-

ing night would begin the 15th, and the ne.\t night the 16th.
5 Cf. Cat. xiii. 39.

too were witnesses, who took hold of His feet,

and who beheld the mighty earthquake, and
the radiance of the Angel who stood by ; the
linen clothes also which were wrapped about
Him, and which He left when He rose;—the
soldiers, and the money given to them ; the

spot itself also, yet to be seen ;—and this

house of the holy Church, which out of the

loving affection to Christ of the Emperor
Constantine of blessed memory, was both
built and beautified as thou seest.

23. A witness to the resurrection of Jesus
is Tabitha also, who was in His name raised

from the dead^; for how shall we disbelieve

that Christ is risen, when even His Name
raised the dead? The sea also bears witness

to the resurrection of Jesus, as thou hast heard
before 7. The draught of fishes also testifies,

and the fire of coals there, and the fish laid

thereon. Peter also bears witness, who had
erst denied Him thrice, and who then thrice

confessed Him ; and was commanded to feed

His spiritual ^ sheep. To this day stands Mount
Olivet, still to the eyes of the faithful all but

displaying Him Who ascended on a cloud,

and the heavenly gate of His ascension. For
from heaven He descended to Bethlehem, but

to heaven He ascended from the Mount of

Olives 9 ; at the former place beginning His
conflicts among men, but in the latter, crowned
after them. Thou hast therefore many wit-

nesses ; thou hast this very place of the Resur-

rection ; thou hast also the place of the As-
cension towards the east ; thou hast also for

witnesses the Angels which there bore tes-

timony ; and the cloud on which He went up,

and the disciples who came down from that

place.

24. The course of instruction in the Faith

would lead me to speak of the Ascension also;

but the grace of God so ordered ' it, that

thou heardest most fully concerning it, as far

as our weakness allowed, yesterday, on the

<^ Acts ix. 41. 7 See S 17, above.
_

8 vorjTa.

9 St. Luke (xxiv. 50) describes the Ascension as taking place
at Bethany, but the tradition, which Cyril follows, had long since
fixed the scene on the summit of the Mount of Olives, a mile
nearer to Jerusalem ; and here the Empress Helena had built the
Church of the Ascension (Eusebius, Li/e of Constantine, IIL 43 ;

Dcutonstr. Evatig. W. xviii. 26). There is nothing in Cyrils
language to warrant the Benedictine Editor's suggestion that he
alludes to the legend, according to which the marks'of Christ's feet
were indelibly impressed on the spot from which He ascended.
In the next generation St. Augustine seems to countenance the
miraculous story (In Joh. Evnng. 'I'lact xlvii.): '' There are His
footsteps, now adored, wheie last He stood, and whence He
ascended into heaven." The supposed trace of one foot is still

shewn on Mount Olivet ;
" the other having been removed by the

'lurks is now to be found in the Chapel of S. Thecla, which is

in the Patriarch's Palace " (Jerusalem Ed.). Compare Stanley,
Sinai ami Palestine, c. xiv. ; Dictionary of Bible, Oiires,
Mount of.

• u>»:oiO(U>)(7«. In this word, as also in the phrase below, Kar
o!(coi'0|iiioi/ Tijt ©ei'as xopiT05, Cyril refers to the order of reading
the Scriptures as part of a dispensation established by Divine
grace.

t or MfOM^^^

COLLtGE /

ftV
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Lord's day; since, by the providence of divine

grace, the course of the Lessons - in Church
included the account of our Saviour's going up
into the heavens ^ ; and what was then said was
spoken principally for the sake of all, and for the

assembled body of the faithful, yet especially

for thy sake-*. But the question is, didst thou
attend to what was said ? For thou knowest that

the words which come next in the Creed teach

thee to believe in Him " Who rose again
THE THIRD DAY, AND ASCENDED INTO HeAVEN,
AND SAT DOWN ON THE RIGHT HAND OF THE
Father." I suppose then certainly that thou
rememberest the exposition

;
yet I will now

again cursorily put thee in mind of what was
then said. Remember what is distinctly

written in the Psalms, God is gone up wilh
a shouts ; remember that the divine powers
also said to one another. Lift up your gates, yc
Princes^, and the rest ; remember also the Psalm
which says. He ascended on high, He led cap-

tivity captive 7 / remember the Prophet who said,

Who buildeth His ascension unto heaven ^ ; and
all the other particulars mentioned yesterday
because of the gainsaying of the Jews.

25. For when theyspeak against the ascension

of the Saviour, as being impossible, remember
the account of the carrying away of Habakkuk :

for if Habakkuk was transported by an Angel,
being carried by the hair of his head 9, much
rather was the Lord of both Prophets and
Angels, able by His own pov/er to make His
ascent into the Heavens on a cloud from the

Mount of Olives. Wonders like this thou
mayest call to mind, but reserve the pre-emi-

nence for the Lord, the Worker of wonders

;

for the others were borne up, but He bears

up all things. Remember that Enoch was
translated ' ; but Jesus ascended : remember
what was said yesterday concerning Elias, that

Elias was taken up in a chariot of fire ^ ; but
that the chariots of Christ ai'e ten thousandfold

even thousands upon thousands ^ : and that Elias

Avas taken up, towards the east of Jordan ; but

- ai/ayi'ajo-n.drioi', a term including the portions of Scripture
(n-epuco-ai) appointed for the Epi^t!e and Gospel as well as the
daily lessons from the Old and New Testaments.

3 The section Luke xxiv. 36—53, which in the Eastern Church
is the Gospel for Ascension Day, is also one of the " eleven
morning Gospels of the Resurrection (euayyt'Aia di-co-Tao-ina

cudtcd), which were read in turn, one every Sunday at Matins."
Dictionary 0/ Chr. Antiq. " Lectionary. " 'I'his Lecture being
delivered on Monday, the Section in question had been read on
the preceding day.

4 fidAtaTa y.iv . . . cfaipeVws hi. S Ps. xlvii. 5.
6 Ps. xxiv. 7 : Lift up, O gates, your heads. The order of the

Hebrew words mi>led the Greek Translators.
7 Ps. Ixviii. 18. On t!ie reading ai'c'jSi;, found in a few MSS.

of the Scptuagint, see Tischcndorf's note on Eph. iv. 8.

" Amos ix. 6 : (R.V.) It is tie that buildeth His cliatid'ers in
the heaven. (A.V.) His stories. Marg. ascensions, or spheres.
Sept. Trji' ikva^xaiv avTOV.

'J i;el and the Dragon, v. 33: Compare Ezck. viii. 3.
' He"), xi. 5. 22 Kings ii. 11.

3 Ps. Ixviii. 17 : x'^'d^'S fv0rii>oufT(i>t>. The Hebrew means
literally " thousands of repetition," i.e. many thousands : evd-rji'tlf,

" to abound."

that Christ ascended at the cast of the brook
Cedron : and that Elias went as into heaven •/

but Jesus, into heaven : and that Elias said

that a double portion in the Holy Spirit should
be given to his holy disciple ; but that Christ
granted to His own disciples so great enjoy-
ment of the grace of the Holy Ghost, as not
only to have It in themselves, but also, by the
laying on of their hands, to im])art the fellow-

ship of It to them who believed.

26. And when thou hast thus wrestled against
the Jews,—when thou hast worsted them by
parallel instances, then come further to the
pre-eminence of the Saviour's glory ; namely,
that they were the servants, but He the Son of

God. And thus thou wilt be reminded of His
pre-eminence, by the thought that a servant of
Christ was caught up to the third heaven. For
if Elias attained as far as the first heaven, but
Paul as far as the third, the latter, therefore,

has obtained a more honourable dignity. Be
not ashamed of thine Apostles ; they are not
inferior to Moses, nor second to the Prophets

;

but they are noble among the noble, yea,

nobler still. For Elias truly was taken up
into heaven ; but Peter has the keys of the

kingdom of heaven, having received the words.

Whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall

be loosed in heaven 5. Elias was taken up only

to heaven ; but Paul both into heaven, and
into paradise ^ (for it behoved the disciples

of Jesus to receive more manifold grace), and
heard unspeakable zvords, which it is not lawful

for man to utter. But Paul came down again

from above, not because he was unworthy to

abide in the third heaven, but in order that

after having enjoyed things above man's reach,

and descended in honour, and having preached
Christ, and died for His sake, he might re-

ceive also the crovvu of martyrdom. But I

pass over the other parts of this argument,

of which I spoke yesterday in the Lord's-day

congregation ; for with understanding hearers,

a mere reminder is sufficient for instruction.

27. But remember also what I have often

said ^ concerning the Son's sitting at the right

4 Sept. tbs eis tov ovpapov. In i Mace. ii. 58 the MSS. vary
between cws and <o9, but the latter (says Frit/schc) " is an altera-

tion made to agree with 2 Kings ii. 11. But there the reference is

to the inteudett cx:\hMon of Elijah into heaven, and thcrclore wi
is rightly used (Kiihncr, Giaiuin. § 6o.j, note ; Jclf, § 626, Obs. i),

while here the thing is referred to as an accomplished historical

/act." The distinciicn here drawn by Cyril is therefore hyper-

critical, as is seen below in § 26, where he writes, 'llKia^ ixiv yap
a.vi\yi<\>6r\ eis ovpavov.

5 Matt. xvi. 19. f> 2 Cor. xii. 2, 4.

7 See Cat. iv. 7 ; xi. 17. The clause, koX xaeicravTa e<c Se^ioiv

ToC Ilarpos, dees not occur in the original form of the Nicenc
Creed, but is found in the Confession of I aith contained in Const.

Apost. c. 41, in the four Eusebian Confessions of Antioch(j4i, 2

A.U.), and in the Macroslichos (344 a.d.). An equivalent clause

is found in the brief Confession of Hippolj'tus (circ. 220 a.d.)

Contra J{<ercs. Noeti, c. i :
" (cal oi/ra kv Sc^ia tov llarpos," and

in Tertullian, Ve Virgin. Veland. c. i :
" Rc.gula quidem Fidei

una omnino est, sola immobilis et irreformabilis, .... sedentcin

nunc ad dcxtram Patris :
" de Prascriptione, c. i j : " Rcgula est
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hand of the Father; because of the next sen-

tence in the Creed, which says, " And as-

cended INTO Heaven, and sat down at the
RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER." Let US nOt
curiously pry into what is properly meant by
tlie throne ; for it is incomprehensible : but
neither let us endure those who falsely say,

that it was after His Cross and Resurrection
and Ascension into heaven, that the Son began
to sit on the right hand of the Father. For
the Son gained notHisthronebyadvancement^;
but throughout Flis being (and His being is by
an eternal generations) He also sitteth together
with the Father. And this throne the Prophet
Esaias having beheld before the incarnate

coming of the Saviour, says, / saw the Lord
sit/i'iig on a throne, high and lifted up '', and the

rest. For the Father no man hath seen at any
time ^, and He who then appeared to the Prophet
was the Son. The Psalmist also says. Thy
throne is prepared of old ; Thou artfrom ever-

lasting^. Though then the testimonies on this

point are many, yet because of the lateness of

the time, we will content ourselves even with

these.

28. But now I must remind you of a few
things out of many which are spoken concern-
ing the Son's sitting at the right hand of the

Father. For the hundred and ninth Psalm
says plainly, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit

Thou on My right hand, u?itil L make Thine
enemies Thy footstool^. And the Saviour, con-
firming this saying in the Gospels, says that

David spake not these things of himself, but
from tlie inspiration of the Holy Ghost, saying,

LLow then doth David in the Spirit call LLim
LA>rd, saying. The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit

Thou on Aly right hand ^? and the rest. And
in the Acts of the Apostles, Peter on the day
of Pentecost standing Avith the Eleven'^, and
discoursing to the Israelites, has in very words
cited this testimony from the hundred and
ninth Psalm.

29. But 1 must remind you also of a few
other testimonies in like manner concerning
the Son's sitting at the right hand of the Fa-
ther. For in the Gospel according to Matthew
it is written. Nevertheless, L say unto you, LLence-

forthye shall see the Son ofMan silting on the

right hand ofpower T, and the rest: in accord-
ance with which the Apostle Peter also writes,

Jiy the Resurrection ofJesus Christ, who is on
the right hand of God, having gotie into heaven ^.

nutem fidci .... sedisse .iJ dextcram P.-itris :
" adversus Praxean,

C. 2 :
" scderc .nd dcxterain r.iuis."

8 eKTrpoKuTTTj?. Cf. Cat. X. 5, note 8.

9 a(/>' oCtte/) tcrrii', (tVri fie del •yti'i'ijfJtis-). I" bulli clauses tarw
is emphatic.

' Is. vi. I. 2 Joli. i. 18. 3 Ps. xciii. 2.

4 Ps. ex. I. 5 Matt. xxii. 43. 6 Acts ii. 34.
7 Matt. xxvi. 64. s I Pet. iii. 22.

And the Apostle Paul, writing to the Romans,
says, // is Christ that died, yea rather, that

is risen again, 7vho is even at the right hand of
God 9. And charging the Ephesians, he thus

speaks, According to the working of LLis mighty
p07iier, which LLe ivrought in Christ ivhen lie

raised LLim from the dead, and set LLim at LLis

own right hand"- ; and the rest. And the

Colossians he taught thus, Lfye then be risen

with Christ, seek the things above, where Christ

is seated at the right hand of God~. And in the

Epistle to the Hebrews he says, JVhen LLe

had made purifcation of our sins, LLe sat dowfi

on the right hand of the Majesty on high 3.

And again, But unto whicJi of the Angels hath
LLe said at any time. Sit thou at ALy right hand,
until L make thine enemies thy footstool ^ 1 And
again. But LLe, when LLe had offered one sacrifice

for all men, for ever sat down on the right hand
of God ; from henceforth expecting till LLis ene-

mies be made LLis footstool^. And again. Looking
untoJesus, the author andperfecter ofourfaith ;

Whofor theJoy that was set before LLim endured
the Cross, despising shame, and is set down on
the right hand of the throne of God^.

30. And though there are many other texts

concerning the session of the C)nly-begotten

on the right hand of God, yet these may suffice

us at present; with a repetition of my remark,

that it was not after His coming in the flesh

7

that He obtained the dignity of this seat ; no,

for even before all ages, the Only-begotten

Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, ever

possesses the throne on the right hand of the

Father. Now may He Himself, the God of

all, who is Father of the Christ, and our Lord

Jesus Christ, who came down, and ascended,

and sitteth together with tlie Father, Avatch

over your souls ; keep unshaken and unchanged
your hope in Him who rose again ; raise you
together with Him from your dead sins unto His

heavenly gift; count you worthy to be caught

up in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air^,

in His fitting time ; and, until that time arrive

of Flis glorious second advent, write all your
.

names in the Book of the living, and having

written them, never blot them out (for the

names of many, who fall away, are blotted out);

and may He grant to all of you to believe

on Him who rose again, and to look for Him
who is gone up, and is to come again, (to

come, but not from the earth ; for be on your
guard, O man, because of the deceivers who
are to come;) Who sitteth on high, and is

here present together with us, beholding the

9 I'oiii. viii. 34. > Eph. I. Tp, 20. a Col. iii. i.

3 Hell. i. 3. 4 lb. V. 13. 5 lb. .\. 12.
6 III. xii. 2. On Cyril's omission cf Mark xvi. 19. see West-

cott and Hoit.
7 Tiji' i.V<rapxo>' Ttapovsriav, Cl. § 27. ^ 1 Thcss. iv. 17.
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order of cacJi, and the skadfastness of his faith '\

For think not that because He is now absent

in the flesh, He is therefore absent also in the

Spirit. He is here present in the midst of us,

listening to what is said of Him, and beholding

thine inward thoughts, and trji/ig the reins and

9 Col. ii. 5-

hearts ' /—who also is now ready to present

those who are coming to baptism, and all of

you, in the Holy Ghost to the l-'alher, and to

say, Behold, I and the children whom God hath

given Ale ^.'—To whom be glory for ever.

Amen.

> I's. vii. 9. * Ib.i. viii. 18; Hub. ii. 13.



LECTURE XV.
On the clausp:, And shall come in glory to judge the quick and the dead; of

WHOSE kingdom THERE SHALL BE NO END.

Daniel vii. 9— 14.

J beheld till thrones zvereplaced, and one tJiat ivas ancient ofdays did sit, and then, Isaw in a vision

ofthe flight, and behold one like unto the Son ofMan catne ivith the cloiids of heaven, a^c.

1. We preach not one advent only of Christ,

but a second also, far more glorious than the

former. For the former gave a view of His
l)atience ; but the latter brings with it the

crown of a divine kingdom. For all things,

for the most part, are twofold in our Lord
Jesus Christ : a twofold generation ; one, of

God, before the ages ; and one, of a Virgin,

at the close of the ages : His descents two-

fold ; one, the unobserved, like rain on a

fleece^ ; and a second His open coming, which

is to be. In His former advent. He was
wrapped in swaddling clothes in the man-
ger ; in His second. He covereth Himself
with light as with a garment '^. In His first

coming. He endured the Cross, despising shame^^

;

in His second, He comes attended by a host

of Angels, receiving glory*. We rest not then

upon His first advent only, but look also for

His second. And as at His first coming we
said. Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of
the Lord^, so will we repeat the same at His
second coming ; that when with Angels we
meet our Master, we may worship Him and
say, Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of
the Lord. The Saviour comes, not to be
judged again, but to judge them who judged
Him ; He who before held His peace when
judged^, shall remind the transgressors who did

those daring deeds at the Cross, and shall say,

These things hast thou done, and I kept silence t.

Then, He came because of a divine dispensa-

tion, teaching men Avith persuasion ; but this

time they will of necessity have Him for their

King, even though they wish it not.

2. And concerning these two comings,
Malachi the Prophet says, And the Lord whom
ye seek shall suddenly come to His temple ^ ; be-

hold one coming. And again of the second

coming he says, Aftd the Messenger of the

covenant whom ye delight in. Behold, He cometh,

saith 9 the Lord Almighty. But who shall abide

the day of His coming 1 or who shall stand when
He appeareth ? Because He cometh in like a re-

finer's fire, and like fullers^ herb ; and He shall

sit as a refiner and purifier. And immediately
after the Saviour Himself says. And I will

draw near to you in judgment ; and L will be a

sivift 7vitness against the sorcerers, and against

the adulteresses, and against those ivho swear
falsely in My Name ^ and the rest. For this

cause Paul warning us beforehand says, Lf aiiy

man buildeth on the foundation gold, and silver,

and precious stones, wood, hay, stubble ; every

mafias work shall be made manifest ; for the day
shall deuare it, because it shall be revealed infire^.

Paul also knew these two comings, when writing

to Titus and saying. The grace of God hath

appeared which bringeth salvatiott unto all men,

instructing us that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, and godly,

and righteously in thispresent world ; lookingfor
the blessed hope, and appearing of the glory of the

great God andour SaviourJesus Christ 3. Thou
seest how he spoke of a first, for which he
gives thanks ; and of a second, to which we
look forward. Therefore the words also of the

Faith which we are announcing were just now
delivered thus ; that we believe in Him, who
also ASCENDED INTO THE HEAVENS, AND SAT

' Ps. Ixxii. 6. Sec xii. 9 ; aiul § to, below.
= Ps. civ. 2. 3 Mel), xii. 2.

4 Cyril's contr.ist of the two Atl vents seems to be partly borrowed
from Justin ]\L (A/'ol. i. 52; Tryfih. 110). Sec also Tertulli.-tn

(.Ith'. Judacos, c. 14) ; H ippolytus (^De Aniichrisio, 44).
5 Matt. xxi. 9; x.xiii. 39.
<^ lb. xxvi. 63. 7 Ps. 1. 21. 8 ^lal. iii. 1—3.

9 The Benedictine Editor by omitting Ae'yei, obtains the sense,
Ne cometh, even the Lord A/iiiightv. But Ae'yei is supported by
the MSS. of Cyril, as well as by the Septu.igint and Hebrew.

1 Mai. iii. 5. 2 i Cor. iii. 12.

3 Titus ii. II. The Benedictine Editor adopts tou Stoi^po;
instead of t/ crioT^pios, against the authority of the best MSS.
of Cyril

.

4 vvv TTapeSoQi). Cyril means that at the beginning of this

present Lecture he had delivered to the Catechumens those ar-

ticles of the Creed which he was going to explain. Compare Cat.
.wiii. 21, where we sec that Cyril first announces (eVayyeAAu)
the words which the learners repeat after him (aTroyveAAuj).

The clause, Whose Kingdom shall havk no eno, was not
contained in the original form of the Creed of Nica;a, \.\>. 325, but
its substance is found in many earlier writings. Compare Justin M.
{,1 ryph. § 46 : Ko^i. avToO kariv ij aiuii'ios jSaciActa) ; Const. Apost.

vii. 41 ; the Eusebian Confessions ist and 4th of Antioch, and the
Macrostich, a.d. 341, 342, 344. Bp. Bull asserts that the Creed of
Jerusalem, containing this clause, was no other than the ancient
Kastern Creed, first directed against the Gnostics of the Sub-
Apostolic age (Judicium Eccl. Cathol. vi. 16).



LECTURE XV. lO:

DOWN ON THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER,
AND SHALL COME IN GLORY TO JUDGE QUICK
AND DEAD ; WHOSE KINGDOM SHALL HAVE NO
END.

3. Our Lord Jesus Christ, then, comes from

heaven; and He comes with glory at tlie end
of this world, in the last day. For of this

world there is to be an end, and this created

world is to be re-made anew 5. For since cor-

ruption, and tlu-ft, and adultery, and every

sort of sins have been poured forth over the

earth, and blood has been iningled with blood

^

in the world, therefore, that this wondrous
dwelling-place may not remain filled with

iniquity, this world passeth away, that the

foircr world may be made manifest. And
wouldest thou receive the proof of this out of

the words of Scripture ? Listen to Esaias,

saying, And the heaven shall be rolled to-

gether as a seroll ; and all the stars shall fall,

as leaves from a vine, and as leaves fall from a

fig-tree 7. The Gospel also says, The sun shall

be darkened, and the moon shall not give her

light, and the stars shallfallfrom heaven ^. Let
us not sorrow, as if we alone died ; the stars

also shall die ; but perhaps rise again. And
the Lord rolleth up the heavens, not that He
may destroy them, but that He may raise them
up again more beautiful. Hear David the

Prophet saying. Thou, Lord, in the beginnitig

didst lay the foundations of the earth, and the

heavens are the work of Thy hands ; they shall

perish, but Thou remainest 9. But some one will

say. Behold, he says plainly that they shall

perish. Hear in what sense he says, they shall

perish ; it is plain from what follows ; And
they all shall wax old as doth a gar-nient; and
as a vesture shalt Thou fold them up, and they

shall be chafiged. For as a man is said to
" perish," according to that which is Avritten,

Behold, hocv the righteous perisheth, and no ma?i

layeth it to heart % and this, though the resur-

rection is looked for; so we look for a resur-

rection, as it were, of the heavens also. The
sun shall be turned into darkiiess, a7id the moon
into blood ^. Here let converts from the Mani-
chees gain instruction, and no longer make
those lights their gods; nor impiously think,

that this sun which shall be darkened is

Christ 3. And again hear the Lord saying,

.Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My

5 The Benedictine Editor suggests th.it Cyril "is lefiiting

those who said that the Universe was to perish utterly, an opinion
which seems to be somehow imputed to Origen by Methodius,
or Pioclus, in fLpiphanius {Herrcs. Ixiv. 31, 32)." On Origan's
much controverted opinions concerning the beginning and end
of the world, see Huct. Origeniana, II. 4—6: and Bp. Westcoit,
Dictionary of Christian Biography, "Origen,"' pp. 137, 138.

6 Hos. iv. 2.

7 Is. xxxiv. 4. 8 Matt. xxiv. 29,

9 Ps. cii. 25, 26 ; Heb. i. lO
^ Joel ii. 31.

' Is

3 Cat. vi. 13 ; xi. 21.

'words shall not pass away^ ; for the creatures
are not as precious as the Master's words.

4. The things then which are seen shall

pass away, and there shall come the things
which are looked for, things fairer tlian the
present ; but as to the time let no one be
curious. For // is twt for you. He says, to

know times or seasons, which the Father hath
put in His own power ^. And venture not thou
to declare when these things shall be, nor on
the other hand supinely slumber. For he
saith, ]Vatch,for in such an hour as ye expect

not the Son of Man cometh^. But since it was
needful for us to know the signs of the end,
and since we are looking for Christ, there-

fore, that we may not die deceived and
be led astray by that false Antichrist, the
Apostles, moved by the divine will, address
themselves by a providential arrangement to

the True Teacher, and say. Tell us, when shall

these things be, and what shall be the sign of Thy
coming, and of the end of the world Tl We look
for Thee to come again, but Satan trans-

forms himself itito an Angel of light ; put us
therefore on our guard, that we may not wor-
ship another instead of Thee. And He,
opening His divine and blessed mouth, says.

Take heed that no man mislead you. Do you
also, my hearers, as seeing Him nov/ with

the eyes of your mind, hear Him saying the

same things to you ; Take heed that no man
mislead you. And this word exhorts you
all to give heed to what is spoken ; for it is

not a history of things gone by, but a pro-

phecy of things future, and which will surely

come. Not that we prophesy, for we are un-
worthy ; but that the things which are written

will be set before you, and the signs declared.

Observe thou, which of them have already

come to pass, and which yet remain ; and
make thyself safe.

5. Take heed that no man mislead you : for
many shall come in My name, saying, I am
Christ, and shall mislead many. 'Fhis has

happened in part : for already Simon Magus
has said this, and Menander^, and some others

of the godless leaders of heresy; and others

will say it in our days, or after us.

6. A second sign. And ye shall hear of
wars and rumours of wars 9. Is there then at

this time war between Persians and Komans
for Mesopotamia, or no ? Does nation rise up
against nation and kingdom against kingdom,

or no ? And there shall be famines and pesti-

4 Matt. xxiv. 3^. 5 Acts i. 7. ^ Matt. xxiv. 42, 44;
lb. V. 3. 7 lb. vv 3 and 4. ^ Qax. vi. 14, 16.

9 Matt. xxiv. 6. The war with .Sapor II., King of Persia,

which broke out immediately on tlie death of Cunstantine, and
continued throughout the rci.c;n of Constantiiis, was raging fiercely

at the date of these Lectures, the great battle of Singara being

fou^Iit in the year 348 A.D.
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lences and earthquakes in divers places. These
things have already come to pass; and again,

And feai-ful sights from heaven, and mighty

storins'^. Watch therefore, He says
; forye knoiv

not at 7vhat houryour Lord doth come ^.

7. But we seek our own sign of His coming
;

we Churchmen seek a sign proper to the

Church 3. And the Saviour says, A7id then shall

many be offended, and shall betray one another,

and shall hate one another *. If thou hear that

bishops advance against Insliops, and clergy

against clergy, and laily against laity even unto

blood, be not troubled s; for it has been written

before. Heed not the things now happening,

but the things which are written ; and even

though I who teach thee perish, thou shalt

not also perish with me; nay, even a hearer

may become better than his teacher, and

he who came last may be first, since even

those about the eleventh hour the Master re-

ceives. If among Apostles there was found

treason, dost thou wonder that hatred of

brethren is found among bishops ? But the

sign concerns not only rulers, but the people

also ; for He says. And because iniquity shall

abound, the love of the many shall wax cold^.

I Luke xxi. II. Jerome in the Chron'uon mentions a great

eaithquake in 3-16 A.u., by wliich Dyrrachium was destroyed, and
Rome and other cities of haly greatly injured (Ben. Ed.).

Cyril substitutes x^iit.ij>vi<; for a-qnela, the better reading in

Luke xxi. 11. = Matt. xxiv. 42.

3 kKKkqcnaiTTiKo'; , when applied to persons, means either, as

here, an orthodox member of the Church in contrast to a heretic,

pagan, or Jew (Origen. in Job xx. 6), or more particularly a Cleric

as opposed to a layman (Cat. xvii. 10). 4 Matt. xxiv. 10.

S " S. Cyril here describes the state of the Church, when ortho-

doxy was for a while trodden under foot, its maintainers per-

secuted, and the varieties of Arianism, which took its place, were
(luairelling for the ascendancy. Gibbon quotes two passages, one
from a pagan historian of the day, another from a Father of the

Church, which fully bear out S. Cyril's words. What made the

state of things still more deplorable, was the defection of some
of the orthodox party, as Maicellus, into opposite errors ; while
the subsequent secessions of Apollinaris and Lucifer show what
lurking disorders there were within it at the time when S. Cyril

wrote. (Vid. in/r. 9.) The passages referred to are as follows :

' The Christian Religion,' says Ammianus, ' in itself plain and
simple, he (Constantius) confounded by the dotage of superstition.

Listead of reconciling the pailies by the weight of his authority,

he cherished and propagated, by vain disputes, the differences

which his vain curiosity had excited. The highways were covered
with troops of Bishops, galloping from every side to the assem-
blies, which they called synods ; and while they laboured to

reduce the whole sect to their own particular opinions, the public
establishment of the posts was almost ruined by tlieir hasty and
repeated journeys.' Hist. xxi. 16. S. Hilary of Poictiers thus
speaks of Asia Minor, the chief seat of the Arian troubles

:

'It is a thing equally deplorable and dangerous, that there

are as many creeds as opinions among men, as many doc-
trines as inclinations, and as many souices of blasphemy as

there are faults among us ; because we make creeds arbitrarily,

and explain them as arbitiarily. The Homoousion is rejected

and received and explained away by successive synods. The
partial or total resemblance of the Father and of the Son is

a subject of dispute for these unhappy divines. Every year, nay,
every moon, we make new creeds to describe invisible mysteries.

We repent of what we have done, we defend those who repent, we
anathematize those whom we defended. We condemn either the
doctrine of others in ourselves, or our own in that of others

;

and reciprocally tearing one another to pieces, we have been the

cause of each other's ruin,' ad Constant, ii. 4, 5. Gibbon's trans-

lations are used, wliich, though difluse, are faithful in their

matter. What a contrast do these descriptions present to Athana-
sius' luiiform declaration, that the whole question was really

settled at Nic;ea, and no otln;r synod or debate was necessary!"
—(R.VV.C). C-'omparc, fur example, the account of the seditions

in Antioch and in Constantinople, in Socrates, JjlccIcs. Hist. i. 24 ;

i., 12— 14, and Athanas. Hist, Ariaiiorum, passim.
«< Matt, xxiv, li.

\Vill any then among those present boast

that he entertains friendship unfeigned to-

wards his neighbour? Do not the lips often

kiss, and the countenance smile, and the eyes

brighten forsooth, while the heart is planning

guile, and the man is plotting mischief with

words of peace ?

8. Thou hast this sign also : And this Gospel

of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world

for a witness unto all nations, and then shall the

end come 7. And as we see, nearly the whole

world is now filled with the doctrine of Christ.

9. And what comes to pass after this?

He says next, When therefore ye see the abom-

ination of desolation, which was spoken of by

Daniel the Prophet, standing in the Holy
Place, let him that readeth understand^. And
again. Then if any man shall say unto you,

Lo, here is the Christ, or, Lo, there; believe

it not 9. Hatred of the brethren makes room
next for Antichrist; for the devil prepares

beforehand the divisions among the people,

that he who is to come may be acceptable to

them. But God forbid that any of Christ's

servants here, or elsewhere, should run over to

the enemy ! Writing concerning this matter, the

Apostle Paul gave a manifest sign, saying. For
that day shall not come, except there cojnefirst the

falling away, and the man of sin be revealed, the

son of perdition, tvho opposeth and exalteth him-

self against all that is called God, or that is ivor-

shipped ; so that he sitteth in the temple of God,

shelving himself that he is God. Rememberye
fiot that when Itvasyet with you, I toldyou these

things ? And notvye knoiv that which restraineth,

to the end that he maybe revealed in his own season.

For the mystery of iniqtiity doth already ivork,

only there is one that restraineth notv, until he be

taken out of the way. And then shall the laivless

one be revealed, who/n the Lord Jesus shall slay

with the breath of LLis mouth, and shall destroy

with the brightness of Llis coming. Even him,

ivhose comi?fg is after the working of Satan,

with all power and signs and lying wonders,

and zvith all deceit of unrighteousness for them

that are perishing '. Thus wrote Paul, and
now is the falling atvay. For men have
fallen away from the right faith ^ ; and some
preach the identity of the Son with the

Fathers, and others dare to say that Christ

8 lb. ?'. 15. 9 lb. V. 23.7 Matt. xxiv. 14.

' 2 Thess. ii. 3— 10.

2 The prediction was supposed by earlier Fathers to refer lo

a personal Antichrist, whom tney expected to come speedily. See
Justin M. (Tryph. § no : 6 t7)5 aTroerToerio? ai'flpuTros ; ib. § 32 :

" He who is to speak blasphemous and daring things against the
Most High is already at the doors." Iren. //<r;-. V. 25. Cyril in

this passage regards the heresies of his lime as the apostasy in

general, but looks also for a personal Antichrist : (S§ 11, 12).

3 uJon-aTopia. On this contemptuous name for Sabellianism,
see Cat. iv. S; xi. 16. The Third (Eusebian) Confession, or Third
ot Antioch, A.i). 341, anathematizes any who hold the doctrines of
Marcellus of Ancyra or Sabellius, or Paul of Samosata (.\th.an,

di Synodis, § 24, note 10, p. 462, in this Scries, and Mr. Rober>-
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was brought into being out of nothing-*. And
formerly the heretics were manifest ; but now
the Church is filled with heretics in disguises.

For men have fallen away from the truth, and

have iU/iifig ears'". Is it a plausible discourse ?

all listen to it gladly. Is it a word of correction ?

all turn away from it. Most have departed from

right words, and rather choose the evil, than

desire the good ?. This therefore is the falling

a7C'aj; and the enemy is soon to be looked for :

and meanwhile he has in part begun to send

forth his own forerunners^, that he may then

come prepared upon the prey. Look therefore

to thyself, O man, and make safe thy soul. The
Church now charges thee before the Living

God ; she declares to thee the things concern-

ing Antichrist before they arrive. Whether
they will happen in thy time we know not, or

whether they will happen after thee we know
not ; but it is well that, knowing these things,

thou shouldest make thyself secure beforehand.

10. The true Christ, the Only-begotten Son
of God, comes no more from the earth. If any

come making false shows9 in the wilderness, go
not forth; if they say, Lo, here is the Christ, Lo,

there, believe it not^. Look no longer down-
wards and to the earth ; for the Lord descends

from heaven ; not alone as before, but with

many, escorted by tens of thousands of Angels

;

nor secretly as the dew on the fleece ^
\ but

shining forth openly as the lightning. For He
hath said Himself, As the lightning cometh out

of the east, and shineth even t/nto the west, so

shall also the coming of the Son of Man be 3 /

and again, And they shall see the Son of Man
coming upon the clouds with power and great

son's Prolegomena, p. xliv.). In the Ecthcsis, or Statement of
Faith, § 2, Athanasius writes :

" Neither do we hold a Son-F'ather,

as do the Sabellians, calling Him of one but (a sole and?) not the

same essence, and thus destroying the existence of the Son." As
to Marce'.lus, see Athanasins, Hist. Arian. § 6 (p. 271), and the

letter of Julius in the Apologia c. Arian. § 32 (p. 116) : also notes

3, 4 on S 27 below.
4 See Athanasius, De Synod. § 13 :

" Arius and those with him
thought and professed thus :

' God made the Son out of nothing,

and called Him His Son
: "

' and Expos. Fidei, § 2 :
" We do not

regard as a creature, or thing made, or as m.ide out of nothing,

God the Creator of all, the Son of God, the true 15cing from the

true Being, the Alone from the Alone, inasmuch ns the like glory

and power was eternally and conjointly begotten of the Father."

The 4th (Eusebian) Confession, or 4th of Antioch, a.d. 342, ends
thus : "Those who say that the Son was from nothing, .... the

Catholic Church regards as aliens."

5 Athan. Adversus Arianos, Or. i. i : "One heresy and that

the last which has now risen as foreninner of Antichrist, tlie

Arian as it is called, considering that other heresies, her cider

sisters, have been openly proscribed, in her craft and cunning
affects to array herself in Scripture language, like her father the

devil, and is forcing her way back into the Church's paradise, &c."
The supposed date of this Oration is 8 or 10 years later than that

of Cyril's Lectures. * 2 Tim. iv. 3.

7 A reading supported by the best MSS. and approved by the

Benedictine Editor gives a different sense, " and rather choose

to seem than resolve to be," inverting the proverb " esse quam
vidcri."

8 In the passage quoted above in note s the Arian heresy is

called a "forerunner " (irpdSpo/iiO?) of Antichrist.

9 ^a.vra.<ii.oKOT!u>v. a rare word, rendered " frantic " in Ecclus.

iv. 30 : its more precise meaning seems to be " making a false

show," which is liere applied to a false Christ, and .ngaiii in § 14

Iclhe father of lies who makes a vain show of false miracles.
I Matt. xxiv. 23. 2 Ps. Ixxii. 6. Cf. § i, note i.

3 Matt. xxiv. 27.

glory, andHe shall sendforth His Angels with a
great trumpet^ ; and the rest.

11. Eut as, when formerly He was to take

man's nature, and God was expected to be
born of a Virgin, the devil created prejudice

against this, by craftily preparing among idol-

worshippers 5 fables of false gods, begetting

and begotten of women, that, the falsehood

having come first, the truth, as he supposed,

might be disbelieved ; so now, since the true

Christ is to come a second time, the adver-

sary, taking occasion by*^ the expectation

of the simple, and especially of them of the

circumcision, brings in a certain man who
is a magician t, and most expert in sorceries

and enchantments of beguiling craftiness ; who
shall seize for himself the power of the Roman
empire, and shall falsely style himself Christ

;

by this name of Christ deceiving the Jews, who
are looking for the Anointed^, and seducing

those of the Gentiles by his magical illusions.

12. But this aforesaid Antichrist is to come
when the times of the Roman empire shall have

been fulfilled, and the end of the world is now
drawing near 9. There shall rise up together

ten kings of the Romans, reigning in different

parts perhaps, but all about the same time

;

and after these an eleventh, the Antichrist,

who by his magical craft shall seize upon
the Roman power; and of the kings who
reigned before him, three he shall humble ^
and the remaining seven he shall keep in sub-

jection to himself At first indeed he will put

on a show of mildness (as though he were

a learned and discreet person), and of sober-

ness and benevolence ^
: and by the lying

4 Matt. xxiv. V. 30.

5 kv eiSwAoAarpeia may mean either "in idol-worship," or
" among idolaters," tlie abstract being used for the concrete, as in

Rom. iii. 30 ; SiKaiwtrei TrepiTO^CTii".

6 k^ihiov, "provision for a journey," is here equivalent in

meaning to d</)opfirj, " a starting prjint," or favourable occasion."

7 Antichrist is described by Hippolytus (/A* CAr/j/i? et Anti'

diristo, § 57, as " a son of the devil, and a vessel of Satan," who
will rule and govern "after the manner of the law of Augustus, Ijy

whom the Roman empire was established, sanctioning everytliing

thereby." Cf. Iren. lUer. V. 30, g 3 ; Dictionary of Christian llio-

%r?t.-^\\y , Antiihrist : " The sharp precision with which St. Paul liad

pointed to ' t/w man of sin,' ' t/ie lawless one,' ' t/te adversary,'
' t/ie son of perdition,' led men to dwell on tliat thought rather

than on the many ijievSoxpi-crTOL of whom Christ Himself had
spoken."

8 Toi/ 'lUeiMne't'Of, Aqiiila's rendering of n*'ti?X3. adopted by

the Jews in preference to rbi/ XpicrToi', from hatred of the name
Christ or Christian. Hippolytus, td'i sv/>ra, § 6 :

" 'J'he Saviour

came into the world in the Circumcision, and he (Antichrist) will

come in the same manner:" ib. § 14: "As Christ springs from

the tribe of Judah, so Antichrist is to spring from the triljc of

ijan." This expectation was grounded by Hippolytus on Uen.

xlix. 17.

9 The fourth kingdom in the prophecy of r).aniel (vu. 7, 23) was

generally understood by early Christian writers to be tlie Kom.an

Empire ; and its dissolution was to be speedily followed by the

end of the world. See § 13 below ; Irenxus, V. 26 ;
and Hip-

polytus, iM supra, §§ 19, z8.
1 Dan. vii. 24 : and he shallput down three kings (K.V.).

2 Tlie Jerusalem JCditor quotes as from Hippolytus a siinilar

description of Antichrist (§ 23): "In his fust steps he will l.c

gentk-, lov(;.d)Ie, quiet, pious, pacific, hating injustice, detcsling

gifts, not allowing idolatry, i-'c' liut the treatise is a forgery

of unknown date, apparently much later than Cyril.
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signs and wonders of his magical deceit 3 hav-

ing beguiled the Jews, as though he were the

expected Christ, he shall afterwards be charac-

terized by all kinds of crimes of inhumanity
and lawlessness, so as to outdo all unrighteous

and ungodly men who have gone before him
;

displaying against all men, but especially against

us Christians, a spirit murderous and most cruel,

merciless and crafty*. And after perpetrating

such things for three years and six months only,

he shall be destroyed by the glorious second
advent from heaven of the only-begotten Son
of God, our Lord and Saviour Jesus, the true

Christ, who shall slay Antichrist witJi the breatJi,

of His mouth '^, and shall deliver him over to

the fire of hell.

13. Now these things we teach, notofour own
invention, but having learned them out of the

divineScriptures usedin the Church^, and chiefly

from the prophecy of Daniel just now read ; as

Gabriel also the Archangel interpreted it, speak-

ing thus : The fourth beast shall be a fourth

kingdom upon earth, which shall surpass all king-

doms 7. And that this kingdom is that of the

Romans, has been the tradition of the Church's

interpreters. For as the first kingdom which
became renowned was that of the Assyrians,

and the second, that of the Medes and Persians

together, and after these, that of the Macedon-
ians was the third, so the fourth kingdom now
is that of the Romans ^. Then Gabriel goes on
to interpret, saying. His ten horns are ten kings

that shall arise ; and another king shall rise tp

after them, who shall su?pass in wickedness all

who were before him 9 / (he says, not only the

ten, but also all who have been before him
;)

a?id he shall subdue three kings ; manifestly out

of the ten former kings: but it is plain that

by subduing three of these ten, he will be-

come the eighth king; and he shall speak words
against the Most High''". A blasphemer the

3 Iren. V. 28, § 2 : "Since the demons and apostate spirits are

at his service, he throiigli their means performs wonders, by which
lie leads the inhabitants of the earth astray."

4 Iren. v. 25, § 4 :
" He shall remove his kingdom into that city

(Jerusalem), and shall sit in the Temple of God, leading astray
those who worship him as if he were Christ."

According to the genuine treatise of Hippolytus Antichrist was
to restore the kingdom of the Jews (Dc Anticln-isto, § 25), to

collect the Jews out of every country of the Dispersion, m.iking
them his own, as though they were his own chddren, and pro-

mising to restore their country, and establish again their kingdom
and nation, in order that he may be worshipped by them as God
(§ 54), and lie will lead them on to persecute the saints, i.e. the
Christians (§ 56). Compare the elaborate description of Anti-
christ and his cruelty in J-actantius, l)hi. Inst. vii. 17 ; Epit. % ^\.

5 2 Tliess. ii. 8. Cf. Iren. V. 25, § 3 : Hippiil. § C4.

6 eKKAtjo-iafon-eVcoi'. Cf. Cat. iv. 35, 36, where Cyril distin-

guishes the Scriptures a; K-al kv 'Ji,KK\y}a-ia ixera Trapprja-iaq avayi-
vu^KOfxnv from ocra iv 'VjicKKritriai^ /ixJj ai'ayti'utaKCTai.

7 Dan. vii. 23: {\<.V .) shall l<r diverseJioin all the kiiigdoins.
8 Irenanis (V. 26) identifies the fourth kingdom with "the

empire which now rules." Hippolytus, ile A>Uich>isto, %2$: "A
fourth beast dread/ul and terrible : it had iron teeth and claws
0/brass. And who are these but the Romans?"

9 Dan. vii. 24.
»o Dan. V. 25. Dean Church compares Rev. xvii. 11 ; And the

beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the

seven, andgocth into perdition. See also lien. V. 26, § 1.

man is and lawless, not having received the

kingdom from his fathers, but having usurped
the power by means of sorcery.

14. And who is this, and from what sort of

working ? Interpret to us, O Paul. Whose
co7ni?tg, he says, is after the working of Satan^
with allpower and signs and lying wonders '/ im-
plying, that Satan has u.sed him as an instrument,

working in his own person through him ; for

knowing that his judgment shall now no longer

have respite, he wages war no more by his min-
isters, as is his wont, but henceforth by himself
more openly ^. And with allsigns andlyinq won-
ders ; for the father of falsehood will make a
show 3 of the works of falsehood, that the multi-

tudes may think that they see a dead man raised,

who is not raised, and lame men walking, and
bhnd men seeing, when the cure has not been
wrought.

15. And again he says. Who opposeth and
e.xalieth himself against all that is called God, or

that is worshipped ; {against every God; Anti-

christ forsooth will abhor the idols,) so that he

scateth himself in the tenple of God^. What
temple then ? He means, the Temple of the

Jews which has been destroyed. For God for-

bid that it should be the one in which we are !

Why say we this ? That we may not be supposed
to favour ourselves. For if he comes to the

Jews as Christ, and desires to be worshipped
by the Jews, he will make great account of the

Temple, that he may more completely beguile

them ; making it supposed that he is the man
of the race of David, who shall build up the

Temple which was erected by Solomon s. And
Antichrist will come at the time when there

shall not be left one stone upon another in the

Temple of the Jews, according to the doom
pronounced by our Saviour ^ ; for when, either

' 2 Thess. ii. 9. Lactantius (a.d. 3oo<://r.), Div. Inst. vii. 17:
" That king .... will also be a prophet of lies ; and he will con-
stitute and call himself God, and will order himself to be wor-
shipped as the Son of God ; and power will be given him to do
signs and wonders, by the sight of which he may entice men to

adore him." Cf. Epitome, l.\xi.

~ "Vid. Iren. Hc?r. V. 26, 2," (R.W.C.). The passage is

quoted by Eusebius {Ecel. Hist. iv. 18), from a lost work of
Justin M. Against Mareion: "Justin well said that before the
coming of the Lord Satan never dared to blaspheme God, as not
yet knowing his own condemnation, because it was stated by the
prophets in parables and allegories. But after our Lord's advent
having learnt plainly from His words and those of the Apostles
that everlasting fire is prepared for him, .... he by means of such
men as these blasphemes the Lord who brings the judgment upon
him, as being already condemned."

S. Cyril seems to e.\pcct that Antichrist will be an incarnation
of Satan, as did Hippolytus (de Anti.:hr. § 6): "The Saviour
appeared in the form of man, and he too will come in the form of
a man."

3 i\)avTa<noKOirel. See above, § 10, note 9, and the equivalent
phrase in § 17 ' anjixeiuv ical Tepdrojc <j>avTa<riai iSeiKvvov.

4 2 Thcss. ii. 4.

5 See § 12, notes 3, 4, and Hippolytus, ttbi supra: "The
Saviour raised up and shewed His holy flesh like a temple : and
he will raise a temple of stone in Jerusalem." " Cyril wrote this

before Juli.in's attempt to rebuild the Jewish Temple" (R.W.C.).
6 Malt. .\.\;iv. 2. Cyril refers the whole prophecy to the time

of Christ's second coming at the end of the world, not regarding
the destruction of Jerusalem and its Temple by Titus as ful-

filling any part of the prediction.
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decay of time, or demolition ensuing on pretence

of new buildings, or from any other causes, shall

have overthrown all the stones, I mean not

merely of the outer circuit, but of the inner shrine

also, where the Cherubim were, then shall he
come 7i'iih all signs and lying wonders, exalting

himself against all idols ; at lirst indeed making
a i)retence of benevolence, but afterwards dis-

playing his relentless temper, and that chiefly

against the Saints of God. For he says, /
beheld, and the same horn made war with the

saints 7 / and again elsewhere, there shall be a
time of trouble, such as never was since there was
a nation tipon earthy even to that same time^.

Dreadful is that beast, a mighty dragon, un-

conquerable by man, ready to devour ; con-
cerning whom though we have more things to

speak out of the divine Scriptures, yet we will

content ourselves at present with thus much, in

order to keep within compass.
16. For this cause the Lordknowingthegreat-

ness of the adversary grants indulgence to the

godly, saying. Then let them which be in Judaea
flee to the mountains 9. But if any man is con-
scious that he is very stout-hearted, to en-

counter Satan, let him stand (for I do not
despair of the Church's nerves), and let him
say. Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ and the rest^? But, let those of us

who are fearful provide for our own safety
;

and those who are of a good courage, stand

fast : for then shall be great tribulation, such as

hath not been from the beginning of the world
until now, no, nor ever shall be ^. But thanks be
to God who hath confined the greatness of
that tribulation to a few days ; for He says.

But for the elect's sake those days shall be

shortened^ ; and Antichrist shall reign for three

years and a half only. We speak not from
apocryphal books, but from Daniel ; for he
says. And they shall be given into his hand until

a time and times and half a time'*. A time

is the one year in which his coming shall for

a while have increase ; and the times are the

remaining two years of iniquity, making up
the sum of the three years ; and the half a
time is the six months. And again in another
place Daniel says the same thing, And he szvare

7 Dan. vii. 21. Here again Cyril follows Hippolytiis, § 25 :

"And under this (horn) was signified none other than Antichrist.
** lb. xii. I. 9 Matt. xxiv. 16. ' Rom. viii. 35.
2 Matt. xxiv. 21. 3 lb. v. 22.

4 Dan. vii. 25. By " apocryphal" books Cyril probably means
all such as were not allowed to be read in the public services
of the Church : see Cat. iv. 33, note 3 ; and Up. Westcott's note
on the various meanings of the word an-oKpui^o?, Hist. 0/ the
Canon, P. III. c. i. Tliat the Apocalypse of St. John is included
under this term by Cyril, appears probable from the followinij
reasons suggested by the I'enedictine Editor, (i) It is not men-
tioned in the list of the Canonical Scriptures in iv. 36. (2) Tlie
earlier writers whom Cyril follows in this Lecture, Irenaeus, Ilirr.
v., 26, S I, and Hippolytus, De Antichristo, § 34, combine the
testimony of the Apocalypse with that of Daniel. The omission
in Cyril therefore cannot have been accidental.

by Hi)n that liveth for ever that it shall be for
a time, and times, and half a time^. And some
lieradventure have referred what follows also to

this; namely, a thousand tzvo hundred and ninety

days^ ; and this, Blessed is he that endureth

and Cometh to the thousand three hundred and
five and thirty daysT. For this cause we must
hide ourselves and flee ; for ]:)erhaps we shall

not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son
of Alan be come ^.

17. Who then is the blessed man, that shall

at that time devoutly witness for Christ ? For
I say that the Martyrs of that time excel all

martyrs. For the Martyrs hitherto have
wrestled with men only; but in the time of

Antichrist they shall do battle with Satan in

his own person^. And former persecuting kings

only put to death ; they did not pretend to

raise the dead, nor did they make false sliows '°

of signs and wonders. But in his time there

shall be the evil inducement both of fear and
of deceit, so that if it be possible the very

elect shall be deceived"^. Let it never enter

into the heart of any then alive to ask, " What
did Christ more ? For by what power does
this man work these things ? Were it not
God's will, He would not have allowed
them." The Apostle warns thee, and says

beforehand, And for this cause God shall

send them a ivorking of error ; (send, that is,

shall allow to happen ;) not that they might
make excuse, but tJiat they might be condemned -.

^^'herefore ? They, he says, ivho believed not
the truth, that is, the true Christ, but had
pleasure in unrighteousfiess, that is, in Antichrist.

But as in the persecutions which happen from
time to time, so also then God will permit
these things, not because He wants power to

hinder them, but because according to His
wont He will through patience crown His
own champions like as He did His Prophets
and Apostles ; to the end that having toiled

for a little while they may inherit the eternal

kingdom of heaven, according to that whicli

Daniel says, And at that time thy people shall

be delivered, every one that shall befound 7vritten

171 the book (manifestly, the book of life) ; and
many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth

shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to

shame and everlasting contempt ; and they that

be zvise shall shine as the brightness of thefirma-
ment ; and of the many righteous^, as the stars

for ever and ever.

6 lb. V. II. 7 lb.5 Dan. xii. 7.
8 Matt. X. 23.

9 aiiTOTrpotrwTro)?. Sec above, § 14, note 2. Some MSS. read
ai'Ti7rpo(7io7nu9, "face to face, " as in .\ii. 32, apTirrpocrunTO';.

'" See above, § 14, note 3. ' Matt. xxiv. 24.
2 2 Thess. ii. 11, 12 : (R.V.) TAixt they all viight be judged.

Cyril has KaraKpiSwcrt.
3 Dan. xii. 1,2: (R.V.)///fj' tJiat turn many to righteousness.

Cyril follows the rendering of the Septuagint, aiTO tuv SiKaioir

riav TToAAwc, which gives no proper construction.
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i8. Guard tliyself then, O man ; thou hast

the signs of Antichrist ; and remember them
not only thyself, but impart them also freely

to all. If thou hast a child according to the

llesh, admonish him of this now ; if thou hast

begotten one through catechizing 4, put him
also on his guard, lest he receive the false one
as the True. For the mystery of t/iiqinfy doth

already ivork^. I fear these wars of the nations'^
j

I fear the schisms of the Churches; I fear the

mutual hatred of the brethren. But enough on
this subject; only God forbid that it should be
fulfilled in our days ; nevertheless, let us be
on our guard. And thus much concerning

Antichrist.

19. But let us wait and look for the Lord's

coming upon the clouds from heaven. Then
shall Angelic trumpets sound ; the dead it?

Christ shall risefirst T,—the godly persons who
are alive shall be caught up in the clouds, re-

ceiving as the reward of their labours more than
human honour, inasmuch as theirs was a more
than human strife ; according as the Apostle
Paul writes, saying, For the Lord Himself shall

descetidfrom heaven with a shout, with the voice

of the Archangel, and tvith the trump of God :

and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then
zve 7vhich are alive and remain shall he caught up
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air ; and so shall ive ever be with the

Lord ^.

20. This coming of the Lord, and the end
of the world, were known to the Preacher;
who says, Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth,

and the rest 9; Therefore remove 'anger '^ from
thy heart, and put azvay evil from thy flesh ;
. . . and remember thy Creator . . . or ever the

evil days come ^, .... or ever the sun, and the

light, and the moon, and the stars be darkened^,

.... a?id they that look out of the zvitidoivs be

darkened''; (signifying the faculty of sight;)

or ever the silver cord be loosed ; (meaning the

assemblage of the stars, for their appearance
is like silver ;) andthefiowerofgoldbe broken s

;

(thus veiling the mention of the golden sun
;

for the camomile is a well-known plant, having
many ray-like leaves shooting out round it;)

4 Compare i Cor. iv. 15 : 1 begatyouihroiigh thegospel. Clem.
Alex. Strom, iii. c. 15 : T<p fiid Trjs aArjSoO; KaTr)\^(rewsyej'j»^(rai'Ti
Kilrai Tis fiitrOo?. 5 2 Thess. ii. 7.

6 See above, §§ 6, 7. 7 1 Thess. iv. iC. 8 n,. ^/v. 16, 17.
9 Kccles. xi. 9. The Preacher's description of old age and

death is interpreted by Cyril of the end of the world, as it had
been a century before by Gregory Thaumaturgus, in his para-
))hrase of the book.

I lb. v. 10: (K.V.) sorrow. Marg. Or, vcxatioti, Qx, provo-
cation. 2 lb. xii. I. 3 lb. V. 2.

4 lb. z/. 3.

5 Wi.v. 6. According to the usual interpretation death is here
represented by the breaking of a chain and the l:\mp wliich hangs
from it. Cf. IJclitzsch, and Speaker's Coin/iieiitary, in loc. for
other interpretations.

TO avOi^xiov ToO xpvi(7idu (Sept.), by which Cyril understood
' camomile' (arOtjui's), mere probably meant a pattern of flowers
embossed on the vessel of gold: vhi. Xcnnpli. .-liuil: V. 4, § 32 :

ttrny/ni-Vovs (ii'Ocju.io, " damasked y/\\.\\y7owers."

and they shall rise up at the voice of the spar-

row, yea, they shall look azvayfrom the height, and
terrors shall be in the way ^. ^\' hat shall they

see ? Then shall they see the Son of man coming
on the clouds of heavefi ; and they shall mourn
tribe by tribe t. And what shall come to pass

when the Lord is come ? The almond tree shall

blossom, and the grasshopper shall groiv heavy,

and the caper-berry shall be scattered abroad^.
And as the interpreters say, the blossoming
almond signifies the departure of winter ; and
our bodies shall then after the winter blossom
with a heavenly flower 9. And the grasshopper

shall grotv in substance (that means the winged
soul clothing itself with the body ',) and the

caper-berry shall be scattered abroad (that is,

the transgressors who are like thorns shall

be scattered ^).

2 1. Thou seest how they all foretell the

coming of the Lord. Thou seest how they

know the voice of the sparrow. Let us know what
sort of voice this is. For the Lord Lfimself

shall descendfrom heaven with a shout, with the

voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of
God^. The Archangel shall make proclamation

and say to all, Arise to tneet the Lord''. And fear-

ful will be that descent of our INIaster, Uavid
says, God shall matiifestly come, even our God,
and shall not keep silence ; afire shall burti before

LLim, and a fierce tempest round about Llim, and
the rest s. The Son of Man shall come to the

Father, according to the Scripture which was
just now read, on the clouds of heaven, drawn
by a stream of fire ^, which is to make trial of

men. Then if any man's works are of gold,

he shall be made brighter ; if any man's course

of life be like stubble, and unsubstantial, it

shall be burnt up by the fire 7. And the Father

shall sit, having Ilis garment white as snow,

and the hair of LLis head like pure wool^. But
this is spoken after the manner of men; where-

fore ? Because He is the King of those who

6 Eccles. xii. 5. Cyril means rightly that the aged shrink from
a giddy height, and from imaginary dangers of the road. For the
voice 0/ the sparrow, see below, § 21, note 4.

7 Matt. xxiv. 30 : Zech. xii. 12. * Eccles. xii. 5.

9 "Dr. Thomson (T/te Land a)id the Book, p. 319,) sa-ys

of the almond tree, " It is the type of old age, whose hair is

white " (Speaker's Commentary).
1 The step, once as active as a grasshopper, or locust, shall

grow heavy and slow. For other interpretations see Delitzsch.
2 The caper-berry (/caTrn-opis) shallfail, i.e. no longer stimulate

appetite. But Siao-x^SacrS^crt-Tai (Sept. Cyril) means that the old

man shall be like a caper-berry which when fully ripe bursts

its husks and scatters its seeds: so R.V. (Margin); The caper-
berry shall burst. Greg. Thaumat. Metaphr. Eccles. "The
transgressors are cast out of the way, like a bl.ack and despicable
caper-plant." 3 i Thess. ii. 16.

4 Compare the spurious Apocalypse of John: "And at the
voice of the bird every plant shall arise ; that is. At the voice
of the Archangel all the human race shall arise" (English Trs.
Antc-Nic. Libr, p. 496;. According to the Talmud the meaning
is, " Even a bird awakes him " (Delitzsch).

5 Ps. 1. 3.
_

6 Dan. vii. 13, 10.

7 I Cor. iii. 12, 13. On ai'UTroo-ToToi', see Index. On JoKiMao--
TtKoi', compare The Teaching of the Apostles, §16: "Then all

created mankind shall come to the fire of testing (5oKi/«a<rioO, and
many shall be offended and perish." ® Pan. vii. 9.
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have not been defiled with sins
; for, He says,

/ will make your sins white as smm', and as

7VOO/9, wliich is an emblem of forgiveness of

sins, or of sinlessncss itself. But the Lord
who shall come from heaven on the clouds, is

He who ascended on the clouds ; for He
Himself hath said, A/uf tlicy sJiall see ike Son oj

Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power
and great i:;lory '.

22. But what is the sign of His coming?
lest a hostile power dare to counterfeit it.

And then shall appear, He says, the sign of the

Son ofMan in heaven -. Now Christ's own true

sign is the Cross ; a sign of a luminous Cross
shall go before the King 3, plainly declaring

Him who was formerly crucified: that the Jews
who before pierced Him and plotted against

Him, when they see it, may mourn tribe by

tribe*, saying, "This is He who was buffeted,

this is He whose face they spat on, this is

He whom they bound with chains, this is He
whom of old they crucified, and set at nought s.

Whither, they will say, shall wc flee from the

face of Thy wrath ? " But the Angel hosts

shall encompass them, so that they shall not

be able to flee anywhere. The sign of the

Cross shall be a terror to His foes ; but joy to

His friends who have believed in Him, or

preached Him, or suffered for His sake. Who
then is the happy man, who shall then be
found a friend of Christ ? That King, so great

and glorious, attended by the Angel-guards,

the partner of the Father's throne, will not

despise His own servants. For that His Elect

may not be confused with His foes. He shall send

forth His Angels with a great trumpet, and they

shallgather togetherHis electfrom thefourwinds^.

He despised not Lot, who was but one ; how
then shall He despise many righteous ? Come,

ye blessed of My Father! , will He say to them
who shall then ride on chariots of clouds, and
be assembled by Angels.

23. But some one present will say, " I am
a poor man," or again, " I shall perhaps be

found at that time sick in bed;" or, *'!

am but a woman, and I shall be taken at

the mill : shall we then be despised ? " Be of

9 Is. i. 18. I Matt. xxiv. 30. « lb.

3 Cat. xiii. 41. In the letter to Constantius, three or four years
later than this Lecture, Cyril treats the appearance at that time of

a luminous Cross in the sky as a fulfilment of Matt. xxiv. 30 : but

he there adds (£/. ad Constanthtvi, § 6) that our Lord's pre-

diction "was both fulfilled at that present time, and shall again

he fulfilled more largely." On the opinion that "the sign of

the Son of Man in heaven" should be the Cross, see Suicer,

Thesaurus, 2Taupdy. It is not improbable that tlie earliest trace

of this interpretation is found in The Teaching 0/ the Apostles,

§ 16: "Then shall appear the signs of the Truth: the first the

sign of a (cros>i) spreading out (eKTrerairews) in heaven."
4 Zcch. xii. 12.

5 Cf. Barnab. Epist. c. vii. :
" For they shall see Him in that

day wearing the long scarlet robe about His flesh, and shall say,

Is not this He, whom once we crucified, and set at nought, and
spat upon {al. find pierced, and mocked)?"

6 Matt. xxiv. 31. 7 lb. xxv. 34,

good courage, O man; the Judge is no re-

specter of persons ; He will notfudge according

to a man's appearance, nor reprove according to

his speech ^. He honours not the learned before
the simple, nor the rich before the needy.
Though thou be in the field, the Angels shall

take thee ; think not that He will take the
landowners, and leave thee the husbandman.
Though thou be a slave, thougli thou be poor,

be not any whit distressed ; lie who took the

form of a servanfi despises not servants.

Though thou be lying sick in bed, yet it

is written. Then shall tivo be in one bed ; the

one shall be taken, and the other left ^ Though
thou be of compulsion put to grind, whether
thou be man or woman 2; though thou be in

fetters 3, and sit beside the mill, yet He zvho

by His might bringeth out them that are boufid'^,

will not overlook thee. He who brought forth

Joseph out of slavery and prison to a kingdom,
shall redeem thee also from thy afflictions into

the kingdom of heaven. Only be of good cheer,

only work, only strive earnestly ; for nothing

shall be lost. Every prayer of thine, every Psalm
thou singest is recorded; every alms-deed,

every fast is recorded ; every marriage duly

observed is recorded ; continence s kept for

God's sake is recorded ; but the first crowns
ill the records are those of virginity and purity;

and thou shalt shine as an Angel. But as

thou hast gladly listened to the good thing.Sj so

listen again without shrinking to the contrary.

Every covetous deed of thine is recorded

;

thine every act of fornication is recorded,

thine every false oath is recorded, every blas-

phemy, and sorcery, and theft, and murder.

All these things are henceforth to be recorded,

if thou do the same now after having been
baptized ; for thy former deeds are blotted out.

24. When the Son of Man, He says, shall

come in His glory, and all the Angels with

Him ^. Behold, O man, before what multitudes

thou shalt come to judgment. Every race of

mankind will then be present. Reckon, there-

fore, how many are the Roman nation; reckon

how many the barbarian tribes now living,

and how many have died within the last

hundred years; reckon how many nations

have been buried during the last thousand

years ; reckon all from Adam to this day.

Great indeed is the multitude; but yet it is

8 Is. xi. 3: (R.V.) He shall not judge after the sight of his

eyes, nor reprove a/ter the hearing ofhis ears.

Phil. ii. 7.
I Luke xvii. 34. « lb. v. 35.

3 The Jerusalem MS. (A) alone has the true reading Tre'Sa?,

which is confirmed by 7r£7re6r)//eVou? in the ciuotation following,

instead of TraiSas, which is (luite inappropriate, and evidently

an itacism. 4 Ex. xi. 5. ...
5 'Ky/cparcca. "Id est viduitas" (Ben. Ed.). This speci.-il

reference of the word to widowhood is to some extent confirmed by

I Cor. vii. 9 : et fie ovk iyKparevoi/Tat., and is rendered highly

prob.-ible by Cyril's separ.nte mention of marriage and virginity.

6 Matt, xxv, 31,
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little, for the Angels are many more. They are

the ninety and nine sheep, bat mankind is the

single one t. For according to the extent of uni-

versal space, must we reckon the number of its

inhabitants. The -whole earth is but as a point

in the midst of the one heaven, and yet contains

so great a multitude; what a multitude must
the heaven which encircles it contain? And
must not the heaven of heavens contain un-

imaginable numbers^? And it is written, Thou-
sand tho7isands ministered unto Ilim, and ten

thousand times ten thousand stood before Him 9;

not that the multitude is only so great, but be-

cause the Prophet could not express more than

these. So there will be present at the judg-

ment in that day, God, the Fatlier of all, Jesus
Christ being seated with Him, and the Holy
Ghost present with Them ; and an angel's

trumpet shall summon us all to bring our deeds
with us. Ought we not then from this time
forth to be sore troubled ? Think it not a

slight doom, O man, even apart from punish-

ment, to be condemned in the presence of so

many. Shall we not clioose rather to die

many deaths, than be condemned by friends?

25. Let us dread then, brethren, lest God
condemn us ; who needs not examination or

proofs, to condemn. Say not, In the night I

committed fornication, or wrought sorcery, or

did any other thing, and there was no man by.

Out of thine own conscience shalt thou be
judged, thy thoughts the meamvhile accusing or
else excusing, in the day 7uhen God shalljudge the

secrets of meii ^ The terrible countenance of
the Judge will force thee to speak the truth

;

or rather, even tliough thou speak not, it will

convict thee. For thou shalt rise clothed with
thine own sins, or else with thy righteous deeds.

And this has the Judge Himself declared,

—for it is Christ who judges—^/^r neither doth

the Father judge any ma?i, but he hath given
all judgment unto the Son^, not divesting Him-
self of His power, but judging through the Son;
the Son therefore judgeth by the wills of the

Father ; for the wills of the Father and of the

Son are not different, but one and the same.
What then says the Judge, as to whether thou
shalt bear tliy works, or no ? And before Him
shall tJuygather all nations'' : (for in the presence
of Christ evety knee must bow, of things in heaven,

and things in earth, and things under the earth s .•)

7 Matt, xviii. 12 ; Lul<e xv. 4. Ambrose, Expos, in Luc. VII.
210: "Rich is that sliepherd of whose flock we are but the
one hundredth part. Of Anycls and .Archangels, of Dominions,
Powers, Thrones, and others He hath countless flocks, whom He
hath left upon the mountains." Cf. Gregor. Nyss. Contra Eunovi.
Or. xii.

^ There is much variation in the reading and punctuation
of this passage. I have fullowed the text adopted by the Jeru-
salem ICditor with Codd. A. Koe. Casaub. and Grodccq, in pre-
ference to the Benedictine text, with which the Editor himself
is dissatisfied. 9 Dan. vii. 10.

' Rom. ii. IS, 16. - John v. 22.
3 veu/xoTt. Cat. xi. aa. 4 Matt. xxv. 32. 5 Phil. ii. 10.

and He shall separate them one from another, as

the shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats.

How does tlie shepherd make the separation ?

Does he examine out of a book which is a
sliecp and which a goat ? or does he distinguish

by their evident marks? Does not tlie wool show
the sheep, and the hairy and rough skin the

goat ? In like manner, if thou hast been just

now cleansed from thy sins, tliy deeds shall be
henceforth as pure wool; and thy robe shall

remain unstained, and thou shalt ever say, /
have put off my coat, hoiv shall Iput it on ^ ? By
thy vesture shalt thou be known for a sheep.

But if thou be found hairy, like Esau, who was
rough with hair, and wicked in mind, who for

food lost his birthright and sold his privilege,

thou shalt be one of those on the left hand.

But God forbid that any here present should

be cast out from grace, or for evil deeds be
found among the ranks of the sinners on the

left hand

!

26. Terrible in good truth is the judgment,
and terrible the things announced. The king-

dom of heaven is set before us, and everlasting

fire is prepared. How then, some one will say,

are we to escape the fire ? And how to enter

into the kingdom ? Iwas an hungred. He says,

andye gave Me meat. Learn hence the way

;

there is here no need of allegory, but to fulfil

what is said. Iwas an hungred, afidye gave Me
meat; I was thirsty, andye gave Me drink ; I
was a stranger, andye took Me in ; naked, and
ye clothed Me ; I was sick, andye visited Me ; I
was in prison, and ye came unto Me ?. These
things if thou do, thou shalt reign together

with Him ; but if thou do them not, thou shalt

be condemned. At once then begin to do
these works, and abide in the faith ; lest, like

the foolish virgins, tarrying to buy oil, thou be
shut out. Be not confident because thou merely

possesses! the lamp, but constantly keep it

burning. Let the light of thy good works
shine before men ^, and let not Christ be blas-

phemed on thy account. Wear thou a gar-

ment of incorruption?, resplendent in good
works ; and whatever matter thou receivest

from God to administer as a steward, administer

profitably. Hast thou been put in trust with

riches? Dispense them well. Hast thou been
entrusted with the word of teaching ? Be a

good steward thereof. Canst thou attach the

souls of the hearers ' ? Do this diligently.

6 Cant. v. 3. Compare Cat. iii. 7 ; xx. (Mystag. ii.) a.

7 Watt. xxv. 35. s Alatt. v. 16.

9 The prayer for the Catechumens in the Apostolic Consii-
/uO'oits, viii. 6, contains a petition that God would " vouchsafe
10 them the laver of regeneration, and the garment of incorruption,
which is the true life."

' npoaBiivat. Cf. Acts ii. 41 : Trpocr^Te'dijo'ar. According to

some MSS. the sentence would run thus: "Hast thou been
entrusted with the word of teaching? 13e a good steward of thy
hearers' souls. Hast thou power to rule (jrpooTiji'oi) ? Do this

diligently."
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1

There are many doors of good stewardship.

Only let none of us be condemned and cast

out ; that we may with boldness meet Christ

the Everlasting King, who reigns for ever.

For He doth reign for ever, who shall be
judge of cjuick and dead, because for quick and
dead He died. And as Paul says. For to this

end Christ both died and lived again, that He
might be Lord both of the dead and living-.

27. And shouldest thou ever hear any say

that the kingdom of Christ shall have an end,

abhor the heresy ; it is another head of the

dragon, lately sprung up in Gakitia. A certain

one has dared to affirm, that after the end of
the world Christ shall reign no longer 3 ; he has
also dared to say, that the Word having come
forth from the Father shall be again absorbed
into the Father, and shall be no more ; utter-

ing such blasphemies to his own perdition.

For he has not listened to the Lord, saying,

The Son abideth for ever 5. He has not listened

to Gabriel, saying. And He shall reign over

the house ofJacobfor ever, and of His kingdom
there shall be no end^. Consider this text.

Heretics of this day teach in disparagement of
Christ, while Gabriel the Archangel taught the

eternal abiding of the Saviour ; whom then
wilt thou rather believe ? wilt thou not rather

give credence to Gabriel ? Listen to the testi-

mony of Daniel in the text ^
; Isaw in a vision

of the night, and behold, one like the Son ofMan
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the

Ancient of days And to Him was given

the honour, and the domitiion, ajid the king-

2 Rom. xiv. 9.

3 Marcellus, Bishop of Ancyra, and his pupil Photinus, are
anathematized in the Creed called Moucpdo-Ttxos as holding that
Christ first became " Son of God when He took our flesh from the
Virgin. . . . For they will have it that then Christ began His
Kingdom, and that it will have an end after the consummation
of all and the judgment. Such are the disciples of Marcellus and
Scotinus of Galatian Ancyra, li'c." See Newman on Athanasius,
de Synodis, S 26, (5), notes a and b. Compare the description
of Marcellus in the Letter of the Oriental Bishops who had with-
drawn from the Council of Sardica to Philippopolis (a.i). 344).
"There has arisen in our days a certain .Marcellus of Galatia,
the most execrable pest of all heretics, who with sacrilegious mind,
and impious mouth, and wicked argument seeks to set bounds to

the perpetual, eternal, and timeless kingdom of our Lord Christ,
saying that He began to reign four hundred years since, and
shall end at the dissolution of the present world" (Hilar. Pictav.
Ex Opere Hist. Fragm. iii. ).

4 "The person me.ant by Cyril, though he withholds the name,
is Marcellus of Ancyra ; who having written a book against the
Arian Sophist Asterius to explain the Apostle's statement concern-
ing the subjection of the Son to the Father, was thought to be
renewing the heresy of Paul of Samosata. On this account he was
reproved by the Hishops at the Council of Jerusalem, a.d. 335, for

holding false opinions, and being ordered to recant his opinions
promised to burn his book. Afterwards he applied to Constantine,
by whom he was remitted to the Council of Constantinople, a.ij.

336, and deposed by the Bishops. As however he was acquitted by
the Councils of Rome, a.d. 342, and of Sardica, a.d. 347, it became
a matter of di pute whether he was really heretical. . . . From the

fragments of his books tran.scribed by Eusebius, you may possibly
acquit him of the Sabellian heresy and the confusion of the
Father and the Son, but certainly not of the heresy concerning
the end of Christ's kingdom, and the abandonment by the Word
of the human nature which He assumed for our sake ; so express
are his words recorded by Eusebiu; in the beginning of the 2nd
Book Contra Maycelluiii, pp. 50, s'-" (Ben. Ed.) Cf. Diet.

Chr. Biogr. "Eusebius of Caesarea," p. 34t ; and note 3 on § 9
above. 5 John viii. 25.

^ Luke i. 33. 7 Tiji' TrapoOca;/.

doni : and all /copies, tribes, and languages shall

serve Him ; His dominion is an everlasting

dominion, which shall not pass away, and His
kingdom shall not be destroyed^. These things

rather hold fast, these things believe, and cast

away from thee the words of heresy ; for thou
hast heard most plainly of the endless king-
dom of Christ.

28. The like doctrine thou has also in tie

interi)rctation of the Stone, 7vhich ua: cut out of
a mountain ^oithout hands, which is Christ

according to the flesh 9 / A /id His kingdom shall

not be left to another people. David also says in

one place, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and
ever^ ; and in another place, Thou, Lord, in

the beginning hast laid the foundations of the

earth, C^c, they shall perish, but Thou re-

jnainesf, &-r. ; but Thou art the same, and
Thy years shall not fail^ : words which Paul
has interpreted of the Son 3.

29. And wouldest thou know how they who
teach the contrary ran into such madness ?

They read wrongly that good word of the

Apostle, For He must reign, till He hath put all

enemies tinder His feet ^; and they say, when
His enemies shall have been put under His
feet, He shall cease to reign, wrongly and
foolishly alleging this. For He who is king
before He has subdued His enemies, how shall

He not the rather be king, after He has gotten

the mastery over them.

30. They have also dared to say that the

Scripture, JVhen all things shall be subjected

unto Him, then shall the Son also Himself be

subjected unto Llim that subjected all things unto

Him 5,—that this Scripture shews that the Son
also .shall be absorbed into the Father. Shall

ye then, O most impious of all men, ye the

creatures of Christ, continue? and shall Christ

perish, by whom both you and all things were
made? Such a word is blasphemous. But
further, how shall all things be made subject

unto Him ? By perishing, or by abiding ?

Shall then the other things, when subject to

the Son, abide, and shall the Son, when sub-

ject to the Father, not abide ? For He shall

be subjected, not because He shall then begin

to do the Father's will (for from eternity He
doth always those things that please Him *"), but

because, then as before. He obeys the Father,

yielding, not a forced obedience, but a self-

chosen accordance ; for He is not a servant,

that He should be subjected by force, but a

Son, that He should comply of His free choice

and natural love.

8 Dan. vii. 13, 14. lb. ii. 45 ; Rom. ix. 5. Ps xlv. 6.

2 lb. cii. 25—27. 3 Heb. i. 10—12. 4 i Cor. xv. 25.

5 I Cor. XV. v. 28. Theodoret. Co»i»ient. in F.pist. i. ad Cor.

XV. 28: " This passage the followers of Arius and KunQmiiis carry

continually on their tongue, thinking in this way to disparage the

dignity of the Only-begotten.
"

'' John viii. 29.

VOL. vn. I
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31, But let us examine them; what is the

meaning of " until " or " as long as? " For with

the very phrase will I close with them, and

try to overthrow their error. Since they have

dared to say that the words, //// He hath put

Jlis enemies tinder JUs feet, shew tliat He Him-
self shall have an end, and have presumed to

set bounds to the eternal kingdom of Christ,

and to bring to an end, as far as words go,

His never-ending sovereignty, come then, let

us read the like expressions in the Apostle :

Nevertheless, death reigned from Adam till

Moses 7. Did men then die up to that time,

and did none die any more after Moses, or

after the Law has there been no more death

among men? Well then, thou seest that the

word "unto" is not to limit time; but that

Paul rather signified this,
—" And yet, though

Moses was a righteous and wonderful man,
nevertheless the doom of death, which was ut-

tered against Adam, reached even unto him, and
them that came after him; and this, though
they had not committed the like sins as Adam,
by his disobedience in eating of the tree."

32. Take again another similar text. For un-

til this day . . . when Moses is read, a vail licth

upon their heart ^. Does until this day mean
only "until Paul?" Is it not until this day
present, and even to the end ? And if Paul
say to the Corinthians, For we came even

as far as imto you in preacJmig the Gospel of
Christ, having hope when your faith i7icreases

to p7-each the Gospel in the regions beyondyou 9,

thou seest manifestly that asfar as implies not

the end, but has something following it. In

7 Rom. V. 14. "a^pi from a/cpo?, as M^'XP' from ixrJKOt;,

fiaxpo';" (L. and Sc). It is not always possible to mark this

distinction in translation: cf. Lobeclc, Fhrynickus, p. 14; Vigor,
De Idiot. Gr. p. 419.

8 2 Cor. iii. T4, 15. 9 lb. x. 14, 15, 16.

what sense tlien shouldest thou remember that

Scripture, //// He hath put all enemies under

Hisfeet ' ? According as Paul says in another

place, And exhort each other daily, while it is

called to-day ^ ; meaning, " continually." For as

we may not speak of the " beginning of the

days " of Christ, so neither suffer thou that

any should ever speak of the end of His
kingdom. For it is written, His kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom 3,

33. And though I have many more testimonies

out of the divine Scriptures, concerning the king-

dom of Christ which has no end for ever, I will be
content at present with those above mentioned,

because the day is far spent. But thou,0 hearer,

worship only Him as thy King, and flee all

heretical error. And if the grace of God per-

mit us, the remaining Articles also of the Faith

shall be in good time declared to you. And
may the God of the whole world keep you all in

safety, bearing in mind the signs of the end,

and remaining unsubdued by Antichrist. Thou
hast received the tokens of the Deceiver who
is to come ; thou hast received the proofs of

the true Christ, who shall openly come down
from heaven. Flee therefore the one, the False

one ; and look for the other, the True. Thou
hast learnt the way, how in the judgment thou

mayest be found among those on the right

hand
;
guard that zvhich is committed to thee »

concerning Christ, and be conspicuous in good
works, that thou mayest stand with a good
confidence before the Judge, and inherit the

kingdom of heaven:—Through whom, and
with whom, be glory to God with the Holy
Ghost, for ever and ever. Amen.

I I Cor. XV. 25. 2 Hcb. iii. 13.

* I Tim. vi. 20.

^ Dan. vii. 14, 27.



LECTURE XVI.

Ox THE Article, And in one Holy Ghost, the Comforter, which spake

IN THE Prophets.

I Corinthians xii. i, 4.

Now concci iiiiig spiritual ^ifls, brethren, I unmhi not haveyon ignorant,

are diversities 0/gifts, but the same Spirit, 6"V.

No7v there

1. Spiritual in truth is the grace we need, in

order to discourse concerning the Holy Spirit;

not that we may speak what is worthy of Him,
for this is impossible, but that by speaking the

words of the divine Scrii)tures, we may run our

course without danger. For a truly fearful thing

is written in the Gospels,where Christ has plainly

said, ll'hflsoevcr shall speak a word against tlie

Holy Ghost, it shall not leforgiven him, neither

in this zvorld, nor in that which is to come'^.

And there is often fear, lest a man should
receive this condemnation, through speaking

what he ought not concerning Him, either from
ignorance, or from supposed reverence. The
Judge of quick and dead, Jesus Christ, de-

clared that he hath no forgiveness ; if therefore

any man offend, what hope has he ?

2. It must therefore belong to Jesus Christ's

grace itself to grant both to us to speak
without deficiency, and to you to hear with

discretion ; for discretion is needful not to

them only who speak, but also to them that

hear, lest they hear one thing, and misconceive
another in their mind. Let us then speak
concerning the Holy Ghost nothing but what
is written; and whatsoever is not written, let

us not busy ourselves about it. The Holy
Ghost Himself spake the Scriptures ; He has
also spoken concerning Himself as much as

He pleased, or as much as we could receive.

Let us therefore speak those things which He
has said ; for whatsoever He has not said, we
dare not say.

3. There is One Only Holy Ghost, the

Comforter; and as there is One God the

Father, and no second Father;—and as there

is One Only-begotten Son and Word of God,
who hath no brother ;—so is there One Only

' Matt. xii. 32.

Holy Ghost, and no second spirit equal in

honour to Him. Now the Holy (iliost is a
Power most mighty, a IJeing divine and
unsearchable ; for He is living and in-

telligent, a sanctifying principle of all things
made by God through Christ. He it is

who illuminates the souls of the just ; He was
in the Prophets, He' was also in the Apostles
in the New Testament. Abhorred be they
who dare to separate the operation of the
Holy Ghost ! There is One God, the Fa-
ther, Lord of the Old and of the New Tes-
tament : and One Lord, Jesus Christ, who
was prophesied of in the Old Testament,
and came in the New; and One Holy (Ihost,

who through the Prophets preached of Christ,

and when Christ was come, descended, and
manifested Him ^

2 At the end of this section there follows in the Coislin MS.
a long interpolation consisting of two parts. The former is an
extract taken word for word from Gregory of Nyssa, Oratio
Caiccln-tkix, ii. c, which may be read in this series : 'AAA' ws ©eoO
\o\av ttKOvo-acTej .... <TvvhpQ\i.ov ixavaav rrj ^ouArjo-et tyiv
&vvaij.iv. Of the second passage the Benedictine Editor says:
"I have not been able to discover who is the author. No one
can assign it to our Cyril, although the doctrine it contains is

in full agreement with his : but he explains all the same points
more at large in his two Lectures (xvi. xvii.). The passage is very
ancient and undoubtedly older than the eleventh century, which is

the date of the Cod. Coislin. Therefore in the controversy of the
Latins against the Greeks concerning the Procession of the Holy
Ghust it is important to notice what is taught in this passage, and
also brought forward as a testimony by S. Thomas (Aquinas),
that "The Holy Ghost is of the Godhead of the Eatlicrand the
Son (ex Patris et I'ilii divinitate existerc)." To me indeed these
words seem to savour altogether not of the later but uf the more
ancient theology of the Greeks, and to be earlier than the con-
troversies of the Greeks against the Latins."

This second passage is as follows :

—

"For the Spirit of God is good. Attti Thy good Sf>irit , says
David, shall lead iiic in the land of righteousness. This then is

the Spirit of God in which we believe : the bles^ed .Spirit, the
eternal, immutable, unchangeable, ineffable: which rules and
reigns over all productive being, both visible and invisible natures :

which is Lord both of Angels and Arcliangels, I'owcrs, Prin-
cipalities, Dominions, Thrones : the Creator of all benig, en-

throned with the glory of the Father and the Son, reigning wiihoiit

beginning and without end with the Father and the Son, before

the created substances : Who sanctifies the viinisterini^ spirits

sent /ortit Jor the sake of those who are to iiilierit salvation:
Who came down upon the holy and blessed Virgin Mary, of whoiii

I 2
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4. Let no one therefore separate the Old from

the New Testament 3; let no one say that the

Spirit in the former is one, and in the latter

another ; since thus he offends against the

Holy Ghost Himself, who with the Father

and the Son together is honoured, and at the

time of Holy Baptism is included with them
in the Holy Trinity. For the Only-begotten

Son of God said plainly to the Apostles, Go ye,

and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing

them into the name of the Father, and of the

Son, and of the Holy Ghost ^. Our hope is in

Father, and Son, and Holy Ghost. We
preach not three Gods s ; let the Marcionites

be silenced ; but with the Holy Ghost through

One Son, we preach One God. The Faith is

indivisible ; the Avorship inseparable. We
neither separate the Holy Trinity, like some

;

nor do we as Sabellius work confusion^.

But we know according to godliness One
Father, who sent His Son to be our Saviour

;

we know One Son, who promised that He
would send the Comforter from the Father

;

we know the Holy Ghost, who spake in the

Prophets, and who on the day of Pentecost
descended on the Apostles in the form of fiery

tongues, here, in Jerusalem, in the Upper
Church of the Apostles ^ ; for in all things the

choicest privileges are with us. Here Christ

came down from heaven ; here the Holy Ghost
came down from heaven. And in truth it

were most fitting, that as we discourse con-
cerning Christ and Golgotha here in Golgotha,
so also we should speak concerning the Holy
Ghost in the Upper Church

;
yet since He

who descended there jointly partakes of the

glory of Him who was crucified here, we here

was born Christ according to the flesh ; came down also upon the
Lord Himself in bodily form of a dove in the river Jordan : Who
came upon the Apostles on the day of Pentecost in form of fiery
tongues ; Who gives and supplies all spiritual gifts in the Church,
Who proceedeth from the Father: Who is of the Godhead
of the Father and the Son ; Who is of one substance with the
Father and the Son, inseparable and indivisible."

3 Cf. Cat. iv. 33; vii. 6. Irenxus, Hceres. III. xxi. 4; IV.
ix. I. In Euscbius, E.H. V. 13, Rliodon says that Apelles attri-
buted the prophecies to an adverse spirit, and rejected them as
false and self-contradictory. Similar blasphemies against the holy
Prophets are imputed to INIanes by Epiphanius {Hicres. Ixvi. 30).

4 Matt, xxviii. 19. The same text is used with much force by
S. Basil {Dc Spir. S. cap. xxiv.).

5 Cat. xi. 4, note 3. See Newman's notes on Athanasius,
Contra Avian. Or. I. viii. i ; lb. Or. III. xxv. 9 ; lb. xxvii. 3.
Marcion's doctrine of three first principles (rpioii/ apxiif Aoyos)
is discussed by Epiphanius {Hwrcs. xlii. 6, 7). See also Teruill.
Contra Jilnrcion. I. 15 ; Euseb. }/i\':f. Eccles. V. 13.

<* avv<iKoi.i\tJ]v, iv. 8 ; xi. 16 ; xv. 9.
7 Cat. xvii. 13. Epiphanius {De Mensuris et Ponder, c. 14):

"And he (Hadrian) found the city all levelled to the ground, except
a few houses, and the Church of God which was small : where the
Disciples, on their return after the Saviour was taken up from tile
Mount of Olives, went up into the upper chamber : for there it

had been built, that is on Sion." Cf. Stanley, Sinai and Pales-
tine, c. xiv. 3 : "Within the precincts of that Mosque (of the
Tomb of David) is a vaulted Gothic chamber, which contains
within its four walls a greater confluence of traditions than any
other place of like dimensions in Palestine. It is start lini; to hoar
that this is the scene of the Last Supper, of the meeting after the
Resurrection, of the miracle of Pentecost, of the residence and
death of llic \'iigiii, of the lHiri.il of Stephen."

s])cak concerning Him also who descended

there: for their worship is indivisible.

5. We would now say somewhat concerning

the Holy Ghost; not to declare His substance

with exactness, for this were impossible ; but

to speak of the diverse mistakes of some con-

cerning him, lest from ignorance we should

fall into them ; and to block up the paths of

error, that we may journey on the King's one

highway. And if we now for caution's sake

repeat any statement of the heretics, let it

recoil on their heads, and may we be guilt-

less, both we who speak, and ye who hear.

6. For the heretics, who are most profane

in all things, have shaifened their tongue^ d.gd\v\^\.

the Holy Ghost also, and have dared to utter

impious things ; as Irenseus the interpreter has

written in his injunctions against heresies?. For

some of them have dared to say that they

were themselves the Holy Gho.st;—of whom
the first was Simon % the sorcerer spoken of in

the Acts of the Apostles ; for when he was

cast out, he presumed to teach such doctrines :

and they who are called Gnostics, impious

men, have spoken other things against the

Spirit ^, and the wicked Valentinians 3 again

something else ; and the profane Manes dared

to call himself the Paraclete sent by Christ •.

Others again have taught that the Spirit is

different in the Prophets and in the New
Testament s, Yea, and great is their error, or

rather their blasphemy. Such therefore abhor,

and flee from them who blaspheme the Holy
Ghost, and have no forgiveness. For what
fellowship hast thou with the desperate, thou,

who art now to be baptized, into the Holy
Ghost also ^ ? If he who attaches himself to a

thief, and consenteth with him, is subject to

punishment, what hope shall he have, who
offends against the Holy Ghost?

7. Let the Marcionists also be abhorred,

who tear away from the New Testament the

sayings of the Old 7. For INLircion first, that

most impious of men, who first asserted three

Gods ^, knowing that in the New Testament arc

8 Ps. c.\l. 3.

9 Irenjeus is called "the interpreter" in the s.ame general
sense as otlier ecclesiastical authors (Cat. xiii. 2t ; xv. 20),
on account of his frequent comments upon the Scriptures. The
full title of liis work was A Refutation and Suh'ersioH of
Kno-ivledge falsely so called (Euseb. Hist. Eccles. V. c. 7).

Cyril's expression (ef tois irpoo-Tdy/uairi) is sufliciently appropriate
to the hortatory purpose professed by Irenasus in his preface.

But the Benedictine Editor thinks tl.at the word irpoo-Tiiynaat

may be an interpolation arisiiii; from the following words n-pbs

Tos .... The meaning would then be " in his writings Against
Heresies," the usual short title of the work.

' Cat. vi. 14, note 10. - Irenreus (I. .\xix. § 4 ; xxx. § i).

3 lb. I. ii. §§ s, 6. 4 Cat. vi. 25.
5 Cat. iv. 33. See g 3, note 3, .ibovc.
^ i.e. as well as into the Father and the Son.
7 See Diet. C/irist. Biography, Marcion, p. 283; and Ter-

tullian (/In'i'. Marcion. IV. 6): " His whole aim centres in this
that he may establish a diversity between the Old and New
Testaments, so that his own Christ may be separate from the
Creator, as belonging to the rival god, and as alien from the La*
and the Prophets. » Cf. § 4, note 5, above.
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contained testimonies of the Piopiiets concern-
ing Christ, cut out the testimonies taken from
the Old Testament, that the King might be left

without witness. Abhor those above-mentioned
Gnostics, men of knowledge by name, but

fraught with Ignorance who have dared to

say such things of the Holy Chost as I dare
not repeat.

8. Let the Cataphr^gians ^ also be thy abhor-

rence, and Montanus, their ringleader in evil,

and his two so-called prophetesses, Maximilla

and Priscilla. For this Montanus, who was
out of his mind and really mad (for he would
not have said such things, had he not been
mad), dared to say that he was himself the

Holy Ghost,—he, miserable man, and filled

with all uncleanness and lasciviousness ; for

it suffices but to hint at this, out of respect for

the women who are present. And having taken

possession of Pepuza, a very small hamlet of

Phrvgia, hefalselv named it Jerusalem ; and cut-

ting the throats of wretched little children, and
chopping them up into unholy food, for the

purpose of their so-called mysteries ',—(where-

fore till but lately in the time of persecution,

we were suspected of doing this, because these

Montanists were called, falsely indeed, by the

common name of Ciiristians ;)—yet he dared

to call himself the Holy Ghost, filled as he
was with all impiety and inhuman cruelty, and
condemned by an irrevocable sentence.

9. And he was seconded, as was said before,

by that most impious Manes also, who com-
bined what was bad in every heresy - ; who
being the very lowest pit of destruction, col-

lected the doctrines of all the heretics, and
wrought out and taught a yet more novel

error, and dared to say that he himself was

the Comforter, whom Christ promised to send.

But the Saviour when He promised Him, said

to the Apostles, But tarry ye in the city of
/emsalefit, untilye be endued with poi^ierfrom on

high 3. What then ? did the Apostles who had

been dead two hundred years, wait for Manes,
until they should be endued with the poiver ; and
will any dare to say, that they were not forth-

with full of the Holy Ghost? Moreover it is

written, Then they laid their hands on them,

and they received the Holy Ghost ^ ; was not this

before Manes, yea, many years before, when
the Holy Ghost descended on the day of

Pentecost?

9 Phrysiar.s, or Cataphrygi.niis (oi Kara *pvyo?) was the nan.e
given to the followers of the Phrygian Montanus. See the ac-

count of -Montanisin in Eusebius, J/ist. Eccl. V. xvi., and the note
there in this Series.

" The charges of lust and cruelty brought against the Mont-
anists by Cyril and Kpiphanius(//«r. 48; seem to rest on no trust-

worthy evidence, and are not mentioned by Eusebius, a bitter foe

to the sect.

2 On Manes, sec Cat. vi. 20 fF.

3 Luke x.xiv. 49. ) XiAs viii. 17.

10. \\'herefore was Simon the sorcerer con-
demned ? Was it not that he came to the
Apostles, and said, Give me also this />ower,

that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive

the Holy Ghost ? For he said not, " Give me
also the fellowship of the Holy Ghost," but
'•' Give me the power ; " that he might sell to

others that which could not be sold, and
which he did not himself possess. He offered

money also to them who had no possessions s

;

and this, though he saw men bringing the prices

of the things sold, and laying them at the
Apostles' feet. And he considered not that

they who trod under foot the wealth wliich

was brought for the maintenance of the poor,
were not likely to give the power of the Holy
Ghost for a bribe. But what say they to

Simon ? Thy money perish with thee, because

thou hast thought to purchase the gift of God
with money ^ ; for thou art a second Judas, for

expecting to buy the grace of the Spirit with
money. If then Simon, for wishing to get
this power for a price, is to perish, ho^' great

is the impiety of Manes, who said that he was
the Holy Ghost ? Let us hate them who are

worthy of hatred ; let us turn away from them
from whom God turns away ; let us also our-

selves say unto God with all boldness concern-
ing all heretics. Do not I hate them, O Lord,
that hate Thee, and am not I grieved with
Thine enemies ^ ? For there is also an enmity
which is right, according as it is written,

/ 7uill put enmity bet7veen thee and her seed^ ;

for friendship with the serpent works enmity
with God, and death.

II. Let then thus much suffice concerning
those outcasts ; and now let us return to the

divine Scriptures, and let us drink waters out

of our oivn cisterns [that is, the holy Fathers ?],

a?id out of our own springing wells '. Drink
A\'e of living water, springing up into ever-

lasting life- ; but this spake the Saviour of the
Spirit, which they that believe on Him should

receive^. For observe what He says. He that

believeth on Me (not simply this, but), as the

Scripture hath said (thus He hath sent thee

back to the Old Testament), out of his belly

shall floio rivers of living water, not rivers

perceived by sense, and merely watering the

earth with its thorns and trees, but bringing

souls to the light. And in another place He
says, But the neater that I shall give him, shall

be in him a well of living water springing up

5 Acts\ili. 19. aKTij/uoiri. Cf. § 19: aKr>|/xji'oCcn, and S 22:
a.KT f\\i.o<j\)vr[v . ^ lb. V. 20. 7 Ps. cxxxix. 2i. ** tien. iii. 15.

9 The words ayCuv ircTiptov are not found in the MSS. Mon. i.

Mon. 2. Vind. Roe. Casaub. nor in Grodecq. Whether meant to

refer, as the Benedictine Editor thinks, to the writers of the Old
Testament, or to Christian authors, they arc an evident gloss.

' Prov. V. 15.
2 John iv. 14, quoted more fully at the end of the section.

3 lb. vii. 38, 39.
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itito evcrlasliiig life,—a new kind of water,

living and springing up, springing up unto them
who are wortliy.

12. And why did He call the grace of the
S[)irit water? Because by water all things

subsist ; because water brings forth grass and
living things; because the water of the showers
comes down from heaven ; because it comes
down one in form, but works in many
forms. For one fountain watereth the whole
of Paradise, and one and the same rain comes
down uj)on all the world, yet it becomes white

in the lily, and red in the rose, and purple in

violets and hyacinths, and different and varied

in each several kind : so it is one in the palm-
tree, and another in the vine, and all in all

things ; and yet is one in nature, not diverse

from itself; for the rain does not change itself,

and come down first as one thing, then as an-

other, but adapting itself to the constitution of

each thing which receives it, it becomes to each
what is suitable . Thus also the Holy Ghost,
being one, and of one nature, and indivisible,

divides to each His grace, according as He
will^ : and as the dry tree, after partaking of

water, puts forth shoots, so also the soul in

sin, when it has been through repentance
made worthy of the Holy Ghost, brings forth

clusters of righteousness. And though He is

One in nature, yet many are the virtues which
by the will of God and in the Name of Christ

He works. For He employs the tongue of one
man for wisdom ; the soul of another He en-

lightens by Prophecy ; to another He gives

power to drive away devils ; to another He
gives to interpret the divine Scriptures. He
strengthens one man's self-command ; He
teaches another the way to give alms; another
He teaches to fast and discipline himself;

another He teaches to despise the things of

the body ; another He trains for martyrdom :

diverse in different men, yet not diverse from
Himself, as it is written, But the manifestation

of the Spirit is given to every man to profit

withal. For to one is given through the Spirit

the 7vord of wisdom ; and to another the word
of knoivlcdge according to the same Spirit ; to

another faith, in the same Spirit ; and to an-
othergifts of heating, in the same Spirit ; and to

another workings of miracles ; and to another
prophecy ; and to another discernings of spirits ;

and to another divers kinds of tongues ; and to

another the interpretation of tongues : hut all

these worketh that one and the same Spirit,

dividiui^ to every man severally as He witl^.

13. But since concerning spirit in general

many diverse things are written in the divine

Scriptures, and there is fear lest some out

4 Compnre a similnr passage on rain in Cat. ix. 9, lo.

5 I Cor. .\ii. II. 6 i)j, j>j., J— II,

of ignorance fall into confusion, not know-
ing to what sort of spirit the writing refers;

it will be well now to certify you, of what kind
the Scripture declares the Holy Spirit to be.

For as Aaron is called Christ, and David and
Saul and others are called Christs 7, but there is

only one true Christ, so likewise since the

name of spirit is given to different things, it is

right to see what is that which is distinctively

called the Holy Spirit. For many things are

called spirits. Thus an Angel is called

spirit, our soul is called spirit, and this

wind which is blowing is called spirit; great

virtue also is spoken of as spirit ; and im-

pure practice is called spirit ; and a devil our
adversary is called spirit. Beware therefore

when thou hearest these things, lest from their

having a common name thou mistake one for

another. For concerning our soul the Scrip-

ture says. His spirit shall go fo7ih, and he shall

return to his earth^: and of the same soul it

says again, Which formeth the spirit of man
within him'). And of the Angels it is said in

the Psalms, Who inaketh His Angels spirits,

and His ministers aflame offire '. And of the

wind it saith. Thou shall l>reak the skips of
Tarshisk wilk a violent spirit ^ / and, As the

tree in the wood is shaken by the spirit^ ; and,

Fire, hail, sno70, ice, spirit of storm '>. And of

good doctrine the Lord Himself says, The
words that I have spokeft unto you, they are

spirit^, and they are life; instead of, "are
spiritual." But the Holy Spirit is not pro-

nounced by the tongue ; but He is a Living

Spirit, who gives wisdom of speech, Himself
sj^eaking and discoursing.

14. And wouldest thou know that He dis-

courses and speaks ? Philip by revelation of

an Angel went down to the way which leads

to Gaza, when the Eunuch was coming ; and
the Spirit said to Philip, Go near, and join

thyself to this chariot ^. Seest thou the Sjjirit

talking to one who hears Him? Ezekiel

also speaks thus, Tlie Spirit of the Lord came
upon me, and said unto me, Thus saith the

LordT. And again. The Holy Ghost said^,

unto the Apostles who were in Antioch, Sepa-

rate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work
7c<hereunto I have called them. Beholdest thou

the Spirit living, separating, calling, and with

authority sending forth ? Paul also said. Save
that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city,

saying that bonds and afflictions a7C>ait me^.

For this good Sanctificr of the Church, and
her Helper, and Teacher, the Holy Ghost, the

Comforter, of whom the Saviour said, He shall

7 Sec Cat. X. II ; x!. i. ^ Ps. c.\l\i. 4. 9 Zcch. xii. i.

' I's. civ. 4. - I's. xlvili. 7. J I.\. vii. 2.

4 Ps. cxlviii. 8. 5 John vi. 63. * Acts viii. 29,

7 Ezck. xi. 5. 8 Acts xiii. 2. 9 lb. xx. 23.
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teach you all t/iirii^s (and He said not only, He
shall teach, but also, He shall l>ri>ii^ to your re-

ineiubrauce 'ichatiTcr I have said unto you '
/

for the teachings of Christ and of the Holy
(ihost are not ditfercnt, but the same)— He, I

say, testified before to Paul what things should

befall him, that he might be the more stout-

hearted, from knowing them beforehand.

Now I have spoken these things unto you

because of the text, The ivords which I
have spoken unto you, they are spirit ; that

thou mayest understand this, not of the utter-

ance of the lips -, but of the good doctrine in

this passage.

15. But sin also is called spirit, as I have

already said ; only in another and opposite

sense, as when it is said, The spirit of ivhore-

doui caused them to crr^. The name "spirit"

is given also to the unclean spirit, the devil

;

but with the addition of, "the unclean;"
for to each is joined its distinguishing name,
to mark its proper nature. If the Scrip-

ture speak of the soul of man, it says the

spirit with the addition, of the man; if it

mean the wind, it says, spirit of storm

;

if sin, it says, spirit of lohorcdoui ; if the

devil, it sa}s, an unclean spirit: that we
may know which particular thing is spoken
of, and thou mayest not suppose tiiat it means
tlie Holy Ghost ; God forbid ! For this name
of spirit is common to many things ; and
every thing which has not a solid body is

in a general way called spirit ">. Since, there-

fore, the devils have not such bodies, they

are called spirits : but there is a great dif-

ference ; for the unclean devil, when he comes
ujjon a man's soul (may the Lord deliver from

him every soul of those who hear me, and
of those who are not present), he comes
like a wolf upon a sheep, ravening for blood,

and ready to devour. His coming is most

fierce ; the sense of it most oppressive ;
the

mind becomes darkened ; his attack is an in-

justice also, and so is his usurpation of an-

other's possession. For he makes forcible use

of another's body, and another's instruments, as

if tliey were his own ; he throws down him who
stands upright (for he is akin to him who
fell from heaven s) ; he twists the tongue and

distorts the lips ; foam comes instead of

words ; the man is filled with darkness ;
his

eye is open, yet the soul sees not through it

;

and the miserable man gasps convulsively

at the point of death. The devils are verily

' J')hn xiv. 26.
2 ih. vi. 63. I'lie Holy Sp'rit is more tli.nn words pronounccJ

by the tongue, even than our Lord's own words, which he culled

spirit. 3 Uose.T iv. 12.

4 Orlgen, de Principiis, i. § 2 : "It is the custom of Holy
Scripture, when it would desi^njite anything contrary to this

more dense and solid body, to call it spirit." S Luke x. 18.

foes of men, using them foully and merci-
lessly.

16. Such is not the Holy Ghost; God for-

bid ! For His doings tend the contrary way,
towards what is good and salutary. First, His
coming is gentle ; the perception of Him is

fragrant; His burden most light; beams of
light and knowledge gleam forth before His
coming ^ He comes with the bowels of a true
guardian ; for He comes to save, and to heal,

to teach, to admonish, to strengthen, to exhort,

to enlighten the mind, first of him who receives

Him, and afterwards of others also, through
him. And as a man, who being previously in

darkness then suddenly beholds the sun, is

enlightened in his bodily sight, and sees plainly

things which he saw not, so likewise he to whom
the Holy Ghost is vouchsafed, is enlightened
in his soul, and sees things beyond man's sight,

which he knew not ; his body is on earth, yet

his soul mirrors forth the heavens. He sees,

like Esaias, the Lord sittiui^ upon a throne hii^h

and lifted up^ ; he sees, like Ezekiel, Him who
is above the Cherubim ^ ; he sees like Daniel, ten

thousand times ten thousand, aftd thousands of
thousands 'i ; and the man, who is so little, be-

holds the beginning of the world, and knows
the end of the world, and the times intervening,

and the successions of kings,— things which he
never learned : for the True Enlightener is

present with him. The man is within the walls

of a house
;
yet the power of his knowledge

reaches far and wide, and he sees even what
other men are doing.

1 7. Peter was not with Ananias and Sapphira

when they sold their possessions, but he was
present by the Spirit ; IVhy, he says, hath

Satan filed thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost ' ?

There was no accuser ; there was no witness
;

whence knew he what had happened ? IVhiles

it remained was it not thine o'a>n ? and after it

was sold, was it tiot in thine own p07uer ? why
hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart - /

The unlettered^ Peter, through the grace of the

Spirit, learnt whai not even the wise men of

the Greeks had known. Thou hast the like

in the case also of Elisseus. For when he

had freely healed the leprosy of Naaman,
Gehazi received the reward, the reward of

another's achievement ; and he took the money
from Naaman, and bestowed it in a dark place.

]jut the darkness is not hidden from the Saints .

And when he came, Elisseus asked him ; and

like Peter, when he said, 2'ell me whether ye

6 In this contrast between the evil spirit and the Spirit of Clod

Cyril's lan);u.i'.;e rises to Irac eloiiucnce, lar surpassing a sonicwhjit

similar description, which may have been known to him, in

Euscb. Deiii. Evang. V. 132.

7 Is. vi. I. ^ Ezek. X. i. 9 Dan. vii. 10.

I Acts V. 3. 2 lb. z/. 4. 3lb. iv. 13.

4 Ps. cxxxix. 12.
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sold the land for so mitch^l he also enquires,

]V/ie7icc earnest thou, Gehazi^ ? Not in ignorance,

but in sorrow ask I whence earnest thou ? From
darkness art thou come, and to darkness shalt

thou go ; thou hast sold the cure of the leper,

and the leprosy is thy heritage. I, he says,

have fulfilled the bidding of Him who said

to me, Freely ye have received, freely give 7 /

but thou hast sold this grace ; receive now
the condition of the sale. But what says

Klisseus to him ? Went not mine heart 7uith

thee ? I was here shut in by the body, but the

s[)irit which has been given me of God saw
even the things afar off, and shewed me plainly

what was doing elsewhere. Seest thou how
the Holy Ghost not only rids of ignorance,

but invests with knowledge ? Seest thou how
He enlightens men's souls ?

1 8. Esaias lived nearly a thousand years

ago ; and he beheld Zion as a booth. The
city was still standing, and beautified with

public places, and robed in majesty
;
yet he

says, Zion shall beploughedas afield^, foretelling

what is now fulfilled in our davs 9, And ob-

serve the exactness of the prophecy ; for

he said. And the daughter of Zion shall be left

as a booth in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden

of cucumbers '. And now the place is filled with

gardens of cucumbers. Seest thou how the

Holy Spirit enlightens the saints ? Be not
therefore carried away to other things, by the

force of a common term, but keep fast the

exact meaning.

19. And if ever, while thou hast been sitting
!

here, a thought concerning chastity or vir-

ginity has come into thy mind, it has been His
teaching. Has not often a maiden, already at

the bridal threshold ^, fled away, He teaching
her the doctrine of virginity ? Has not often

a man distinguished at court 3, scorned wealth
and rank, under the teaching of the Holy Ghost ?

Has not often a young man, at the sight of

beauty, closed his eyes, and fled from the sight,

5 Acts V. 8. 62 Kings v. 25.
7 Matt. x. 8. 8 ]\Iicah iii. 12 ; ascribed l)y Cyril to Isaiah.
9 Cf. Euseb. Don. Evang. vi. 13 : " In our own time we have

seen with our eyes the Sion of old renown being ploughed by
Romans with yokes of oxen, and Jerusalem in a state of utter
desolation, as the oracle itself says, like a lodge in a garden of
cucumbers. As Cyril at that time saw the Prophet's prediction
fulfilled, so we also to the present day see most i)lainly the fulfil-

ment of the divine oracle, and Sion ploughed before our eyes : for
except the Church of the Apostles, with the houses lying around
it, and the house of Caiaphas and the cemeteries, all the remaining
.space of this hill, lying without the city, is under plougli."
(Jerusalem Editor).

' Isa. i. S. b-:Tu)po(j)v\aKi.ov is the hut of the watchman who
guarded the crop when ripening for harvest. St/cu^Aarov is

explained by Basil in his comment on the passage of Isaiah as
"A place that produces quick-growing and perishable fruits."
This agrees with the Ptymological sense of the word as "a forcing-
bed for cucumbers" (Hippocrates apnd I'ritzsche, "Der Brief des
Jercinia" v. 70). On the form o-iKuTjpaTio, sec the notes on the
Epistle of Jeremy in the Speaker's Commentary.

- TraordSa;. On the nicmirg of natrro.^ see the notes on
Herodotus, II. 148, 169 in Halir, and Rawlinson. Here it appears
to mean the cloister cr cclonnade which gave access to the bridal
chamber, SoAo/xos. 3 ei/ TraAoriois

and escaped the defilement ? Askest thou

whence this has come to pass ? The Holy Ghost
taught the soul of the young man. Many ways
of covetousness are there in the world

;
yet

Christians refuse possessions : wherefore ? be-

cause of the teaching of the Holy Ghost. Worthy
of honour is in truth that Spirit, holy and good

;

and fittingly are we baptized into Father, Son,

and Holy Ghost. A man, still clothed with a

body, wrestles with many fiercest demons; and
often the demon, whom many men could not

master with iron band.s, has been mastered by
the man himself with words of prayer, through
the power which is in him of the Holy Ghost

;

and the mere breathing of the Uxorcist ^ be-

comes as fire to that unseen foe. A mighty ally

and protector, therefore, have we from God ; a

great Teacher of the Church, a mighty Cham-
pion on our behalf. Let us not be afraid of

the demons, nor of the devil ; for mightier is He
who fighteth for us. Only let us open to Him
our doors

;
forHe goeth about seeking such as are

worthy s, and searching on whom He may con-

fer His gifts.

20. And He is called the Comforter, because
He comforts and encourages us, and helpeth

our infirmities ;for we know not -a'hat we should

pray for as 7ue ought ; but the Spirit Himself
makctJi intercession for us., with groanings 7i<hich

cannot be uttered^, that is, makes intercession

to God. Oftentimes a man for Christ's sake
has been outraged and dishonoured un-

justly ; martyrdom is at hand ; tortures on
every side, and fire, and sword, and savage

beasts, and the pit. But the Holy Ghost
softly whispers to him, " Wait thou on the

LordT.^ O man ; what is now befalling thee is a

small matter, the reward will be great. Suffer

a little while, and thou shalt be with Angels
for ever. The sufferings of this present time are

not worthy to be compared 7oith the glory which
shall be revealed in us^." He portrays to the

man the kingdom of heaven ; He gives him
a glimpse of the paradise of delight ; and the

martyrs, whose bodily countenances are of

necessity turned to their judges, but who in

spirit are already in Paradise, despise those

hardships which are seen.

21. And wouldest thou be sure that by
the power of the Holy Ghost the Martyrs
bear their witness ? The Saviour says to

His disciples. And when they bring you unto

4 Compare Procat. § 9 ; Cat. xx. 3.

5 Wisdom vi. 16. Comp.ire the saying in Clem. .Mex. Quis
dives salvcttir ? § 31 : avrbr ^Tjreir tous ti> TreKTOMf'i'ov? a^toyj re
orras Tou ^b>r>)p09 jitaSijTa?. 'I'lie Jerusalem Editor qr.otcs from
Origcn (Prolog, in Cnntic.) a passage which may have been
known to Cyril :

'' This Comforter therefore goeth about seeking
if He may discover any worthy and receptive souls, to whom He
may reveal the greatness of the love which is in God."

<> Kom. viii. 26. 7 Ps. xx\ii. 14 ; xxxvii. 34.
8 Rom. viii. iS.
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the syiui^:^ogues, mid the magisfrnfes, and author-
ities^ be not anxious hoio yc shall ansiccr, or
7C'hat ye shall say ; for the Holy Ghost shall

teach you in that very hour, what ye ought to

say 9. For it is impossible to testify as a martyr
for Christ's sake, except a man testify by the
Holy Ghost ; for if no man can say thatJesus
Christ is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost ', how-
shall any man give his own life for Jesus' sake,

but by the Holy Ghost ?

22. Great indeed, and all-powerful in gifts,

and wonderful, is the Holy Ghost. Consider,
how many of }ou are now sitting here, how
many souls of us are present. He is working
suitably for each, and being present in the
midst, beholds the temper of each, beholds
also his reasoning and his conscience, and
what we say, and think, and believe =. Great
indeed is what I have now said, and yet is it

small. For consider, I pray, with mind en-
lightened by Him, how many Christians there
are in all this diocese, and how many in the

whole province ^ of Palestine, and carry forward
thy mind from this province, to the wliole

Roman Empire ; and after this, consider the
whole world; races of Persians, and nations

of Indians, Goths and Sarmatians, Gauls and
Spaniards, and Moors, Libyans and Ethiopians,

and the rest for whom we have no names ; for

of many of the nations not even the names
have reached us. Consider, I pray, of each na-

tion, Bishops, Presbyters, Deacons, Solitaries,

Virgins, and laity besides ; and then behold their

great Protector, and the Dispenser of their gifts
;—how throughout the world He gives to one

chastity, to another perpetual virginity, to

another almsgiving, to another voluntary

poverty, to another power of repelling hostile

spirits. And as the light, with one touch of

its radiance sheds brightness on all things, so

also the Holy Ghost enlightens those who have
eyes ; for if any from blindness is not vouch-

safed His gTace, let him not blame the Spirit,

but his own unbelief

23. Thou hast seen His power, which is

in all the world ; tarry now no longer

upon earth, but ascend on high. Ascend, I

say, in imagination even unto the first heaven,

and behold there so many countless myriads
of Angels. Mount up in thy thoughts, if thou

canst, yet higher; consider, I pray thee, the

Archangels, consider also the Spirits; consider

the Virtues, consider the Principalities, consider

the Powers, consider the Thrones, consider

9 Liikc xi!. II, 12.

» I Cor. xii. 3. MapTvprjo-ai, " to bear witness by death."
' Codd. Monac. Vind. Roc. Casaub. add icai ri n-to'TtuoMei'.

3 The terms napoiKia, the See of a Bishop, and inapxia, tlie

Province of a Metropolitan, were both adopted from the tor-

responding divisions of the Roman Empire. See Bingham, A/itt.

Book IX. i. §§ 2-6.

the Dominions *
;—of all these the Comforter is

the Ruler from God, and the 'Jeacher, and the
Sanctifier. Of Him Elias has need, and l-^lis-

seus, and Esaias, among men ; ofHim Michael
and Gabriel have need among Angels. Nought
of things created is equal in honour to Him :

for trhe families of the Angels, and all their

hosts assembled together, have no equality
with the Holy Ghost. All these the all-excel-

lent power of the Comforter overshadows.
And they indeed are sent forth to minister s,

but He searches even the deep things of God,
according as the Apostle says, For the Spirit

searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.
For what man hnoicwth the things of a man,
save the spirit of the man tvhich is in him ? even

so the things of God knoioeth no man, but the

Spirit of God ^.

24. He preached concerning Christ in the

Prophets ; Fie wrought in llie Apostles ; He
to this day seals the souls in Baptism. And
the Father indeed gives to the Son ; and the
Son shares with the Holy Ghost. For it is

Jesus Himself, not I, who says. All things are

delivered unto Me of My Father'' ; and of the

Holy Ghost He says. When He, the Spirit of
Truth, shall come, and the rest .... fie shall

glorify Me ; for He shall receive of Mine, and
shall sheui it unto you ^. The Father through
the Son, with the Holy (jhost, is the giver of
all grace ; the gifts of the Father are none
other than those of the Son, and those of the

Holy Ghost ; for there is one Salvation, one
Power, one Faith; One God, the Father; One
Lord, His only-begotten Son ; One Floly Ghost,
the Comforter. And it is enough for us to

know these things ; but inquire not curiously

into His nature or substance 9 : for had it been
written, we would have spoken of it ; what is

not written, let us not venture on ; it is

sufficient for our salvation to know, that there

is Father, and Son, and Holy Ghost.

25. This Spirit descended u])on the seventy

Elders in the days of Moses. (Now let not the

length of the discourse, beloved, produce weari-

ness in you : but may He the very subject of

our discourse grant strength to every one, both

to us who speak, and to you who listen !)

This Spirit, as I was saying, came down upon
the seventy Elders in the time of Moses ; and
this I say to thee, that 1 may now prove, that

He knoweth all things, and worketh as Hewill^.

4 S. Basil {De S/<iritii S. c. xvi. § 38), .".fter (luoting tlie s.^mc

passage, Col. i. 16, proceeds—etrt Kupi6r>)T«5, Kal el! Tii'e's eio-tf

erepai KoyiKaX ^v<rei.i 6.Ka.TOv6ixa.(TTOi,. The last word shews that

Basil had in mind this passage of Cyril, who after the names of

nations in § 22, adds /col tous Aoi'jtovs aKaroco/xaorous >)/X'''-

5 Heb. i. 14. 6 I Cor. ii. 10, 11. 7 iMatt. xi. 27.

8 John xvi. 13, 14.

9 In regard to the caution with which St. Cyril here spe.aks, we
must remember that the heresy of Macedoniiis had not yet given

occasion to the formal discussion and determination of the "nature

and substance" of the Holy Ghost. i Cor. xii. 11.
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The seventy Elders were chosen ; And the

Lord came down in a cloudy and took of the

Spirit tliat was upon Moses, andput it upon the

seventy Elders ^ ; not that the Spirit was divided,

but that ?Tis grace was distributed in propor-

tion to the vessels, and the capacity of the re-

cipients. Now there were present sixty and
eight, and they prophesied ; but Eldad and
Modad were not present : therefore that it might

be shewn that it was not Moses who bestowed

the gift, but the Spirit who wrought, Eldad and
Modad, who though called, had not as yet pre-

sented themselves, did also prophesy 3.

26. Jesus the Son of Nun, the successor of

Moses, was amazed ; and came to him and said,

" Hast thou heard that Eldad and Modad are

prophesying ? They were called, and they came
not ; my hrd Moses, forbid them 4." " I cannot

forbid them," he says, " for this grace is from

Heaven ; nay, so far am I from forbidding

them, that I myself am thankful for it. I think

not, however, that thou hast said this in envy

;

art i\\o\x jealous for my sake, because that they

prophesy, and thou prophesiest not yet ? Wait
for the proper season ; and oh that all the Lord's

people may be prophets, tvhenever the Lord shall

give LLis Spirit upon them s / " saying this also

prophetically, whetiever the Lord shall give

;

" Eor as yet then He has not given it ; so thou

hast it not yet."—Had not then Abraham
this, and Isaac, and Jacob, and Joseph? And
they of old, had they it not ? Nay, but the

words, " 7ohcneverthe Lordshallgive " evidently

mean " give it upon all ; as yet indeed the grace

is partial, then it shall be given lavishly." And he

secretly alluded to what was to happen among
us on the day of Pentecost; forHe Himself came
down among us. He had however also come
down upon many before. For it is Avritten, And
Jesus the son of Nun 7vas filed with a spirit of
wisdom; for Moses had laid his hands upon him^.

Thou seest the figure everywhere the same
in the Old and New Testament ;—in the days

of Moses, the Spirit was given by laying on
of hands; and by laying on of hands Peter?

also gives the Spirit. And on thee also,

who art about to be baptized, shall His grace

come
;
yet in what manner I say not, for I will

not anticipate the proper season.

27. He also came down upon all righteous

men and Prophets ; Enos, I mean, and Enoch,
and Noah, and the rest ; upon Abraham, Isaac,

and Jacob ; for as regards Joseph, even Pharaoh

B Num. xi. 24, 2S. "Modad" is the form of liie nntnc in the
LXX.

3 The apocfyphal book of F.ldad and Modad is mentioned by
Hermas, S/if/>/u>i/, Vis. ii. § 3. S. Basil, J.i/ er Jc S/>h: S. cap.

61, rcfei riiii; to Num. ,\i. 26, says that the Spirit rested permanently
only upon ICldad and Modad. 4 Num. xi. 28.

5 Num. xi. 29. fi Deut. xxxiv. g.

7 Acts viii. 18. On this passage of Cyril, see tlic section on
" Chrisiit " in the Introduction.

perceived that he had the Spirit of God within

him 8. As to Moses, and the Avonderful works

wrought by the Spirit in his days, thou hast

heard often. This Spirit Job also had, that

most enduring man, and all the saints, though

we repeat not all their names. He also was

sent forth when the Tabernacle was in making,

and filled with wisdom the wise-hearted men
who were with liezaleel '-*.

28. In the might of this Spirit, as we have it

in the Book of Judges, Othniel judged';

Gideon 2 waxed strong; Jephtha concjuercd^;

Deborah, a woman, waged war ; and Samson,

so long as he did righteously, and grieved

Him not, wrought deeds above man's power.

And as for Samuel and David, we have it

plainly in the Books of the Kingdoms,

how by the Holy Ghost they prophesied

themselves, and were rulers of the pro-

phets ;—and Samuel was called the Seer^

:

and David says distinctly. The Spirit ofthe L.ord

spake by me s, and in the Psalms, And take not

thy LLoly Spiritfrom me ^, and again. Thy good

Spirit shall lead me in the land of right-

eousnessT. And as we have it in Chronicles,

Azariah ^, in the time of King Asa, and Jahaziel^

in the time of King Jehoshaphat, partook of the

Holy Ghost; and again, another Azariah, he

who was stoned '. And Ezra says, IViou gavest

also Thy good Spirit to instruct them ^. But as

touching Elias who was taken up, and Elisseus,

those inspired 3 and wonder-working men, it

is manifest, without our saying so, that they

were full of the Holy Ghost.

29. And if further a man peruse all the

books of the Prophets, both of the Twelve,

and of the others, he will find many tes-

timonies concerning the Holy Ghost ; as

when Micah says in the person of God,
surely / 7vill perfect p07ver by the Spirit of
the Lo7'd^ ; and Joel cries. And it shall come

to pass afterwards, saith God, that L 7vill

pour out My Spirit upon allfesh^, ?nd the rest

;

and Haggai, Because L am with you, saith the

Lord ofHosts ^ ; and My Spirit rcmaincth in the

midst ofyou 7 ; and in like manner Zechariah,

But receive My words and My statutes which I
command by My Spirit, to My sen-ants the Pro-

phets^ ; and other passages.

30. Esaias too, with his majestic voice,

says, And the Spirit of Godshall rest upon Liim,

9 Ex. xxxi. I—6; xxxvi. i.

2 11). vi. 34. 3 III. xi. 29.
S a Sam. xxiii. 2. <> Ps. li. 11.
8 2 Chron. .w. 1. 9 lb. .\x. 14.

8 Gen. xli.'sS.
I Judges iii. 10.

4 I Sam. ix. 9.

7 Ps. cxliii. 10.

'lb. xxiv. 20, 21.
- Nch. ix. 2o. Ezra and Nehemiah form one book " E/ra" in

the Hebrew Canon.
3 7n'eufi.aTo</)opu)i', used only twice in the Sept. (Hosea ix. 7 ;

Zei>h. iii. 4), and in an unfavourable .sense. With Cyril's use of it

:
compare Tlieopliilns, Ad Autolyc. ii. 9: 0eou af&puTrovs nviv

I fiaroc/jopou? Ili'tv/jaTOS ayi'oi/.

I 4 Mic. iii. 8. 5 Joel ii. 28. 6 Haggai ii. 4.

I 7 lb. V. 5. *= Zech. i. 6.
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the spirit of -icisdom and unJcrsfniidi/i^:^, the sfirit

of counsel and //I is^hf, the spirit of hno:vIedi:;e and
god/iness ; and the Spirit of the fear of God sha/i

fill Him 9; signifying that the Spirit is one and
unchvided, but His operations various. So
again, Jacob My servant^ / Jiavc

put My Spirit upon Him '. And again, I will
pour Jf}- Spirit upon thy seed- ; and again. And
fioK' the Lord Almi<:^hty and His Spirit hath sent

Me^ ; and again, This is My covenant -with them,
saith the Lord, My Spirit which is upon thee + ;
and again, The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
I'ecause He hath anointed Me^, and the rest; and
again in his charge against the Jews, But they

rebelled and vexed His Holy Spirit'', and, ]Vhere

is Lie that put His Holy Spirit within them i I

Also thou hast in Ezekicl (if thou be not now
wearyof listening), what has alreadybeen quoted,
And the Spirit fell upon me, and said unto ine,

Speak ; Thus saith the Lord^. But the words,
fill upon niewe must understand in a good sense,

that is "lovingly ;" and as Jacob, when he had
found Joseph, fell upon his neck ; as also in the

Gospels, the loving father, on seeing his son
who had returned from his wandering, hadcom-
passion, and ran andfell on his neck, and kissed

him'). And again in Y^ztYx^i, And he brought
me in a vision by the Spirit of Godiiito Chaldcea,

to them of the captivity ^ And other texts thou
hcardest before, in what was said about Bap-
tism ; Then will L sprinkle cleati ivater upon
you 2, and the rest ; a neiu heart also will Lgive

you, and a new spirit will Lput ivithin you 3y

and then immediately. And L willputMy Spirit

within you '^. And again. The hand of the Lord
was upon me, and carried me out in the Spirit

of the Lord 5.

31. He endued with wisdom the soul of

Daniel, that young as he was he should become
a judge of Elders. The chaste Susanna was

9 Is. xi. 2. " lb. xliv. I ; xlii. l, ^ lb. .\liv. 3.

3 lb. xlviii. 16. 4 Is. lix. 21. S Is. l.\i. i.

6 lb. Ixiii. 10. 7 V. II. 8 Ezek. xi. 3.

9 Gen. xlvi. 29 ; Luke xv. 20. ' Ezek. xi. 24.
* lb. xxxvi. 25; Cat. iii. 16. 3 lb. v. 26.

4 lb. V. 27. 5 £zek. xxxvii. i.

condemned as a wanton ; there was none to

plead her cause ; for who was to deli\cr lur
from the rulers ? She was led away to death,
she was now in the hands of the executioners.
But her Helper was at hand, the Comforter,
the Spirit who sanctifies every rational nature.

Come hither to me. He says to Daniel
;
young

though thou be, convict old men infected
with the sins of youth ; for it is written, God
raised up the Holy Spirit upon ayoung stripling ^;

and nevertheless, (to pas.s on quickly,) by the
sentence of Daniel that chaste lady was saved.
We bring this forward as a testimony ; for this

is not the season for expounding. Nebuchad-
nezzar also knew that the Holy Spirit was in

Daniel; for he says to him, O Lielteshazzar,

master of the magicians, ofiohom Lknow, that the

Holy Spirit of God is in thee t. One thing he
said truly, and one falsely ; for that he had the
Holy Spirit was true, but he was not the master

of the magicians, for he v.-as no magician, but
was wise through the Holy Ghost. And before

this also, he interpreted to him the vision of the

Image, which he who had seen it himself knew
not ; for he says. Tell me the vision, which I

who saw it know not ^. Thou seest the power
of the Holy Ghost ; that which they who saw
it, know not, they who saw it not, know and in-

terpret.

32. And indeed it were easy to collect very

many texts out of the Old Testament, and to

discourse more largely concerning the Holy
Ghost. But the time is short ; and we must be

careful of the proper length of the lecture.

Wherefore, being for the present content awhile

with passages from the Old Testament, we will, if

it be God's pleasure, proceed in the next Lec-

ture to the remaining texts out of the New
Testament. And may the God ot peace,

through our Lord Jesus Christ, and through

the love of the Spirit, count all of you worthy

of His spiritual and heavenly gifts :—To whom
be glory and power for ever and ever. Amen.

^ Susanna, v. 45. 7 Dan. iv. 9 8 lb. ii. 26, 31.



LECTURE XVII.

Continuation of the Discourse on the Holy Ghost.

I Corinthians xii. 8.

For to oiu is f:;ircii bv the Spirit the 'icord of wisdom, C^c.

1. In the preceding Lecture, according to

our ability we set before you, our beloved

hearers ', some small portion of the testimonies

concerning the Holy Ghost ; and on the

present occasion, we will, if it be God's plea-

sure, proceed to treat, as far as may be, of

those which remain out of the New Testament:

and as then to keep within due limit of your

attention we restrained our eagerness (for

there is no satiety in discoursing concerning

the Holy Ghost), so now again we must say

but a small part of what remains. For now,

as well as then, we candidly own that our weak-

ness is overwhelmed by the multitude of things

written. Neither to-day will we use the subtle-

ties of men, for that is unprofitable ; but merely

call to mind what comes from the divine Scrip-

tures : for this is the safest course, according

to the blessed Apostle Paul, who says. Which
thini:;s also ive speak, not in words 7ohich man's

wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost
teacheth, comparing spiritual things ivith spiri-

tual'^. Thus we act like travellers or voyagers,

who having one goal to a very long journey,

tliough hastening on with eagerness, yet by
reason of human weakness are wont to touch

in their way at divers cities or harbours.

2. Therefore though our discourses con-

cerning the Holy Ghost are divided, yet He
Himself is undivided, being one and the same.

For as in speaking concerning the Father, at

one time we taught how He is the one
only Cause 3 ; and at another, how He is

called Father +, or Almighty 5 ; and at an-

other, how He is the Creator ^ of the universe
;

and yet the division of the Lectures made no
division of the Faith, in that He, the Object
of devotion, both was and is One;—and

raij Tijj v/icTfpa? ay'i;r7;s oroai?. Comraro § •^o, below :

<Tvyyu>iJ.i}i' aiTU) Trapa Trji O/yii-Ttptt? aydni)<;. Igiiat. Philadclpli.
c. iv. (I-oiig recension): BappCiu ypa.<l><a rjj afioSe'w ayaTT-Q ifiwi'.
" Caritas" is constantly used in the same manner.

- I Cor. ii. 13. 3 Cat. vi. 4 lb. vii. 5 lb. viii.

6 lb. i.N.

again, as in discoursing concerning the Onl\-

begotten Son of God we taught at one time

concerning His Godhead 7, and at another con-

cerning His Manhood^ dividing into many dis-

courses the doctrines concerning our Lord
Jesus Christ, yet preaching undivided faith

towards Him;— so now also though the Lec-

tures concerning the Holy Spirit are divided,

yet we preach faith undivided towards Him.
For it is one and the Self-same Spirit who
divides His. gifts to every man severally as He
will'^, Himself the while remaining undivided.

For the Comforter is not different from the

Holy Ghost, but one and the self-same, called

by various names ; who lives and subsists, and
speaks, and works ; and of all rational natures

made by God through Christ, both of Angels
and of men, He is the Sanctifier \

3. But lest any from lack of learning, should

suppose from the different titles of the Holy
Ghost that these are divers spirits, and not one
and the self-same, Avhich alone there is, there-

fore the Catholic Church guarding thee before-

hand hath delivered to thee in the profession of

the faith, that thou " believe in one Holy
Ghost the Comforter, who spake by the
Prophets ; " that thou niightest know, that

though Hi.s names be many, the Holy Spirit is

but one ;—of which names, we will now re-

hearse to you a few out of manw
4. He is called the Spirit, according to the

Scripture just now read, For to one is given by
the Spirit the wot'd of ivisdom -. He is called

the Spirit of Truth, as the Saviour says, JFhen

He, the Spirit of Truth, is come 3. He is called

also the Comforter, as He said, For ifIgo not

away, the Comforter will not come unto you <.

7 Cat. \. xi.

Coaiparo l!a

8 11). xii. XV. 9 I Cov. xii II.

- ^„^^Ull^..^ll; ..i^ii. ilt S/>. StlllCtO, C. 35 I " I! V tllJ I'.ltilOr's wiU
the ministering spirits subsist, and by the operalLon ol the Son
they are brought into existence, and by the presence of the Holy
Ghost are perfected : and the perfection of Angels is sanctificatiou

and continuance therein."
2 I Cor. xii. 8. 3 John xvi. 13. 4 lb f. 7.
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But that He is one and the same, though called

by difterent titles, is shewn plainly from the

following. For that the Holy Spirit and the

Comforter are the same, is declared in those

words, But tJic Comforter, ic'/iic/i is the Holy
Gliosi'^ ; and that the Comforter is the same as

tb.e Spirit of Truth, is declared, when it is said,

Aiht I ivillgive you another Comforter, that He
may abide li.'ith you for ever, even the Spirit of
Truth ^ ; and again, But 7i'hen the Comforter is

come whom I "icill send untoyou from the Father,

even the Spirit of Truth ?. And He is called

the Spirit of God, according as it is written,

And I S'.770 the Spirit of God descending ^ ; and
again. For as many as are led by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God^. He is called

also the Spirit of the Father, as the Saviour
says, For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit

of your Father which speaketh in you " / and
again Paul saith. For this cause I boiv my knees

unto the Father, and the rest ; . . . that He
7i.'0uld grant you to be strengthened by Jlis

Spirit^. He is also called the Spirit of the Lord,

according to that which Peter spake, JVhy is

it thatye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit

of the Lord^? He is called also the Spirit of

God and Christ, as Paul writes, But ye are not

in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the

Spirit of God divell in you. But if aiiy man
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His ^.

He is called also the Spirit of the Son of God,
as it is said, And because ye are sons, God hath

sentforth the Spirit of His Son 5, He is called

also the Spirit of Christ, as it is written.

Searching what or what manner of time the

Spirit of Christ ichich was in them did signify^ ;

and again, Through your prayer, and the supply

ofthe Spirit ofJesus Christ 7.

5. Thou wilt find many other titles of the

Holy Ghost besides. Thus He is called the

Spirit of Holiness, as it is written, According

to the Spirit of Holifiess ^. He is also called the

Spirit of adoption, as Paul saith, For ye received

not the spirit of bondage again unto fear, but ye
received the Spirit of adoption, ivhereby we cry,

Abba, Father "i. He is also called the Spirit of

revelation, as it is written, Alay give you the

Spirit of 7visdom and revelation in the know-
ledge of Him '. He is also called the Spirit of

jjromise, as the same Paul says. In whom ye
also after that ye believed, were sealed with the

Holy Spirit ofpromise ^. He is also called the

Spirit of grace, as when he says again. And
hath done despite to the Spirit ofgrace 3. And
by many other such-like titles is He named.

5 John xiv. 26.
8 John i. 32.
2 Eph. iii. 14— 16.

5 Gal. iv. 6.

" Rom. i. 4.

= lb. V. 13.

<> lb. vv. 16, 17.

9 Rom. viii. 14.

3 Acts V. g.
<• I Pet. i. II.

9 lb. viii. 15.

3 Heb.x. 2j.

7 lb. XV. 26.
J Matt. X. 20.

4 Rom. viii. 9.

7 Phil. i. 19.
' Eph. i. 17.

And thou heardest plainly in the foregoing

Lecture, that in the Psalms He is called at one
time thegood Spirit^, and at another the princely

Spirit^; and in Esaias He was styled ///^'^/wv/

of wisdom and understanding, of counsel, and
might, of knowledge, and of godliness, and of the
fear of God^. By all which Scriptures both
those before and those now alleged, it is estab-

lished, that though the titles of the Holy Cihost

be different. He is one and the same ; living

and subsisting, and always present together
with the Father and the Son 7 ; not uttered or

breathed from the mouth and lips of the Father
or the Son, nor dispersed into the air, but

having a real substance ^, Himself speaking, and
working, and dispensing, and sanctifying ; even
as the Economy of salvation which is to usward
from the Father and the Son and the Holy
Ghost, is inseparable and harmonious and one,

as we have also said before. For I wish you
to keep in mind those things which were lately

spoken, and to know clearly that there is not

one Spirit in the Law and the Prophets, and
another in the Gospels and Apostles ; but that

it is One and the Self-same Holy Spirit, which
both in the Old and in the New Testament,
spake the divine Scriptures 9.

6. This is the Holy Ghost, who came upon
the Holy Virgin Mary ; for since He who was
conceived was Christ the Only-begotten, the

potver of the Highest overshadowed her, and
the Holy Ghost came upon her'^, and sanctified

her, that she might be able to receive Him, by

zvhom all things tvere tnade^. But I have no
need of many words to teach thee that that

generation was without defilement or taint, for

thou hast learned it. It is Gabriel who says

to her, I am the herald of what shall be done,

but have no part in the work. Though an Arcl:-

angel, I know my place ; and though I joyfully

bid thee All hail, yet how thou shalt bring forth,

is not of any grace of mine. The Holy Ghost

shall come upon thee, and the potver of the

Highest shall overshadow thee ; therefore also

that Holy Thing which shall be born of thee shall

be called the Son of God 3.

7. This Holy Spirit wrought in Elisabeth
;

for He recognises not virgins only, but matrons

also, so that their marriage be lawful. And

4 Cat. xvi. 28 ; Ps. cxiiii. lo.

5 T)yc/xoi'iK<p, Sept. Ps. li. 12: R.V. Uphold me with a free

sfiirit. ^ Is. xi. 2.

7 Origen, in the Catena on St. John iii. 8: "This also shews

that the Spirit is a Being (oia-Cav) : for He is not, as some suppose

an energy of God, having according to them no individualiiy

of subsistence. And the Apostle also, after enumerating the gifts

of the Spirit, immediately added, Biti all these ivorlceth the one

and the same Spirit, dividing to each one severally as He tvill.

No.v if He vvilleth and worketh and divideth, He is surely an

energizing Being, but not an energy" (Suicer, Thesaurus,

\\vc\i\i.a.).

*< iwTToinaTov. Cf. Cat. xi. 10; xvi. 13, note 5.

9 Cat. iv. 16 ; xvi. 4. ' Luke i. 33. - J'lhn 1. 3.

3 Luke i. 35.
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Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost ^, and
propliesicd ; and that noble hand-maiden says

of her own Lord, And whence is this to me, that

the Mother of niv Lord should come to me s ? For
Elisabeth counted herself blessed. Filled with

this Holy Spirit, Zacharias also, the father of

John,proj')hesied'', telling how manygood things

the Only-begotten should jjrocure, and that

John should be His harbinger? through baptism.

By this Holy Ghost also it was revealed to just

Symeon, that he should not see death, till lie had
^een the Lord''s Christ^ ; and he received Him
in his arms, and bore clear testimony in the

Temple concerning Him.
8. And John also, who had been filled with

the Holy Ghost from his mother's womb 9, was
for this cause sanctified, that he might baptize

the Lord ; not giving the Spirit himself, but

preaching glad tidings of Him who gives the

Spirit. For he says, I indeed baptize jou with

7vater unto repentance, but He that conieth after

nie, and the rest ; He shall baptize you with the

Holy Ghost and with fire'^. But wherefore with

fire? Because the descent of the Holy Ghost
was in fiery tongues ; concerning which the

Lord says joyfully, I am come to sendfire on the

earth ; and what will I, if it be already kindled^ 1

9. This Holy Ghost came down when the

Lord was baptized, that the dignity of Him
who was baptized might not be hidden ; as

John says. But He which sent me to baptize zaith

water, the same said unto me, Upott ivhomsoever

thou shall see the Spirit descending and remain-
ino upon Him, the same is He which baptizeth

7inth the Holy Ghost 3. But see what saith the

Gospel ; the heavens were opened ; they were
opened because of the dignity of Him who
descended ; for, lo, he says, the heavctis were

opened, and he saiv the Spirit of God descending

as a dove, and lighiiiig upon Him • .• that

is, with voluntary motion in His descent.

For it was fit, as some have interpreted,

that the primacy and first-fruits s of the

Holy Spirit promised to the baptized should

be conferred upon the manhood of the

Saviour, who is the giver of such grace. But
perhaps He came down in the form of a dove,

as some say, to exhibit a figure of that dove
who is pure and innocent and undefiled, and
also helps the prayers for the children she has
begotten, and for forgiveness of sins ^

; even as

4 I.iike !. 41. 5 lb. v. 43. 6 II). v. 67. 7 lb. v. 76.
8 Luke ii. 26—35. 9 Cat. iii. 6. i Matt. iii. 11.
2 Luke xii. 49. 3 Jobn i. 3-?. 4 Matt. iii. 16.

5 Ta? nTrapvas koa. to. npoiTcla. The order is inverted in the
translation. Cf. Hcrmas, Sim. viii. 7 ex<"'"S fijAoi/ Tiva iv
aWriXofi TTCpt TTpwre'twi'.

'' The r.enedictine Editor adds the two ast words rvnov napa-
^))AoOi' from M.SS. Roe. Casaub. as necessary to tlie constriiciiou,
and adds the following; note. " The text thus emended is capab'e
of two senses. 'I'hc first, that the Holy .Spirit came down in tie
form of a dove, a pure and harmless bird, to shew that He is

Himself as it were a mystic dove in His simplicity and love of
cliildren, for whose new birth and remission of sins at }>.Tpti>m He

it was emblematically foretold that Christ

should be thus manifested in the appearance
of His eyes ; for in the Canticles she cries

concerning the Bridegroom, and .says. Thine
eyes are as doves by the rivers of ivater t.

10. Of this dove, the dove of Noe, according

to some, was in part a figure^. For as in liis

time by means of wood and of water there

came salvation to themselves, and the begin-

ning of a new generation, and the dove returned

to him towards evening with an olive branch
;

thus, say they, the Holy Ghost also descended
upon the true Noe, the Author of the second
birth, vv'ho draws together into one the wills of

all nations, of whom the various dispositions

of the animals in the ark were a figure :—Him
at whose coming the spiritual wolves feed with

the lambs, in whose Church the calf, and the

lion, and the ox, feed in the same pasture, as

we behold to this day the rulers of the world

guided and taught by Churchmen. The spiri-

tual dove therefore, as some interpret, came
down at the season of His baptism, that

He might shew that it is He who by the

wood of the Cross saves them who believe,

Fie who at eventide should grant salvation

through His death.

11. And these things perhaps should be
otherwise explained ; but now again we must
hear the words of the Saviour Himself con-

cerning the Holy Ghost. For He says, Except
a man be born of luater and of the Spirit, he

cannot enter into the kingdom ofGod '^. And that

this grace is from the Father, He thus states,

How much more shallyour heavenly Father give

the Holy Spirit to them that ask hi}n \ And
that we ought to worship God in the Spirit,

He shews thus. But the hour cometh and noiu

is, when the true worshippers shall worship the

Father iti Spirit and in truth ; for the Father
also seeketh such to zcorship Him. God is a Spirit;

and they that zvorship Him must zcorship Him in

spirit and in truth ^. And again. But if I by the

unites His prayers with Christ's, as Cyril teaches in Cat. xvi. 20

:

and that Christ was for the like cause mystically foreshown in

Canticles as having eyes like a dove's. The other sense is, that
the Spirit descended in the form of a dove on Christ's Humanity
in order to shew this to be as it were a dove in innocence, holiness,

love of children, and concurrence with the Holy Spirit in their

regeneration. . . . Either sense is admissible, and maintained by
many of the Fathers : but I prefer the former." This inter-

pretation is confirmed by Tertidlian {de Baptisino, c. viii.), who
says that the Holy Spirit glided down on the Lord " in the shape
of a dove" in order that the nature of the Holy Spirit might
be declared by means of a creature of simplicity and innocence."

7 Cant. V. 12. cn-'i nKripioixara v&dTuii' (Sept.). The usual
meaning of b4>da\iio<f>ai'<o$ is " manifestly to the eyes," Esther
viii. 13.

8 TertuUian, Hid " Just as after the waters of the deluge,
by which the old iniquity was purged—after the baptism, so to

say, of the world—a dove was the herald which .announced to the
earth the assuagement of celestial wrath, .... so to our flesh,

as it emerges from the font after its old sins, flies the dove of the
Holy Spirit, bringing us the peace of God, sent out from heaven
where the Church is, the typified ark." Compare also Hippolytus.
T/m Holy Thcop/iany, §§ 8, g, a treatise with which Cyril has
much in common.

9 John iii. 5. » Luke xi. 13. =» John iv. 23.
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Spirit of God cast out devils 3 ; and immediately
afterwards, Therefore I say unto you, All tnan-

jier of sin and blasphemy shall beforgii'en unto

men ; but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost
shall not be forgiven. And whosoever shall

speak a word against the Son of man, it shall

be forgiven him ; but whosoever shall speak a
word against the Holy Ghost, it shall not befor-

given him, neither in this world, neither in the

world to come ». And again He says, And I
will pray the Father, and He shall give you
another Comforter, that He may be with you
for rver, the Spirit of Truth ; whom the world
cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, fieither

hnoiveth Him ; but ye know Him, for He
abidcth with you, and shall be in you 5. And
again He says. These things have I spoken unto
you being yet present with you. But the Com-
forter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the

Father will send in My name. He shall teach

you all things, and bring to your remembrance
all things that I said untoyou ^. And again He
says, But when the Comforter is come, whom I
will send unto you from the Father, even the

Spirit of Truth, which proceedeth from the

Father, He shall testify ofMe ?. Arid again tlie

Saviour says. For if I go not away, the Com-
forter tvill not come tint you ^ And luhen

He is come, He will convince the world of sift, of
righteousness, and ofjudgmenfi ; and afterwards
again, / have yet many things to say unto you,
but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit, when
He the Spirit of Truth is come. He will declare

untoyou all the truth; forHe shall not speakfrom
Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear that

shall He speak, and He shall announce unto you
the things to come. He shallglorify Me, for He
shall take of Mine, and shall antiounce it unto
you. All things that the Father hath are mine ;
therefore said I, That He shall take ofMine, and
shall announce it unto you''. I have read to thee

now the utterances of the Only-begotten Him-
self, that thou mayest not give heed to men's
words.

12. The fellowship of this Holy Spirit He
bestowed on the Apostles ; for it is written,

And when He had said this. He breathed on
them, and saith tinto them, Receive ye the Holy
Ghost ; whose soever sins ye remit, they are re-

mitted unto them ; and whose soever sins ye
retain, they are retained^. This was the second
time He breathed on man (His first breath 3

having been stifled through wilful sins) ; that

the Scripture might be fulfilled. He went up
breathing upon thyface, a?id delivering theefrom

3 Matt. xii. 28. 4 lb. V. 31. S Jolin xiv. 16.

6 lb. V. 25. 7 lb. XV. 26. ^' Id. xvi. 7.

9 lb. V. 8. ' lb. V. 12— 15. - John xx. 22.

3 Gen. ii. 7 : and breathed into his nostrils the breatli 0/ life.

Cimpare Cif. xiv. 10.

affliction ">. But whence went He up? From
Hades ; for thus the Gospel relates, that then

after His resurrection He breathed on them.

But though He bestowed His grace then, He
was to lavish it yet more bountifully ; and He
says to them, " I am ready to give it even now,
but the vessel cannot yet hold it ; for a while

therefore receive ye as much grace as ye can
bear ; and look forward for yet more ; but tarry

ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be clothed

with power from on high 5. Receive it in part

now ; then, ye shall wear it in its fulness. For
he who receives, often possesses the gift but in

part ; but he who is clothed, is completely

enfolded by his robe. "Fear not," He says,

"the weapons and darts of the devil; for ye

shall bear with you the power of the Holy
Ghost." But remember what was lately said,

that the Holy Ghost is not di\ided, l)ut only

the grace which is given by Him.
13.' Jesus therefore went up into heaven, and

fulfilled the promise. For He said to them,

/ 7Vill pray the Father, and He shall give you
another Conforter^. So they were sitting, look-

ing for the coming of the Holy Ghost ; andivhen
the day of Pentecost 7vas fully come, here, in this

city of Jerusalem,— (for this honour also belongs

to us 7 ; and we speak not of the good things

which have happened among others, but of

those which have been vouchsafed among our-

selves,)—on the day of Pentecost, I say, they

were sitting, and the Comforter came down from

heaven, the Guardian and Sanctifier of the

Church, the Ruler of souls, the Pilot of the

tempest-tossed, who leads the wanderers to the

light, and presides over*the combatants, and
crowns the victors.

14. But He came down to clothe the Apos-

tles with power, and to baptize them ; for the

Lord says, ye shall be baptized with the Holy
Ghost not many days hence ^. This grace was not

in part, but His power was in full perfection ; for

as he who plunges into the waters and is bap-

tized is encompassed on all sides by the waters,

so were they also baptized completely by the

Holy (ihost. The water however flows round the

outside only, but the Spirit baptizes also the soul

within, and that completely. And wherefore

wonderest thou ? Take an example from mat-

ter; poor indeed and common, yet useful for

the simpler sort. If the fire passing in through

the mass of the iron makes the whole of it

4 Nalitim ii. i. The Scptuagint, followed by Cyril, dilTcrs

widely from the Ilcljrew : (R.V.) lie that dashcth in pieces is

come up before thyface.
5 Luke xxiv. 39. '' John xiv. 16.

7 Cat. iii. 7 ; xvi. 5. I3p. Pearson {Lectiones in Acta Afinst. I.

§18): "Rightly said Cyril, liishop of Jerusalem, 'All prero-

gatives are with us.' And the Emperor Justin called her ' Mother

of the Ciiristian name.' Jerome also (A/. 17, 3). said: "Ihe
whole mystery of our Faith is native of that province and city.

« Ac's i. 5.
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fire, so that what was cold becomes burning

and what was black is made bright,—if fire

which is a body thus penetrates and works

without hindrance in iron which is also a body,

why wonder that the Holy Ghost enters into

the very inmost recesses of the soul ?

15. And lest men should be ignorant of the

greatnessof the mighty gift coming down to them,

there sounded as it were a heavenly trumpet,

For suddenly there ca7nefrom hempen a soimd as of
ihe ?-its/ii/igofa viiij^/ify wind'^, signifying the pre-

sence of Him who was to grant power unto men
to seize with violence the kingdom of God ; that

both their eyes might see the fiery tongues,

and their ears hear the sound. A/id itfilled all

ihe house 7vJiere they were sitting ; for the house
became the vessel of the spiritual water ; as

the disciples sat within, the whole house was
filled. Thus they were entirely baptized ac-

cording to the promise, and invested soul and
body with a divine garment of salvation. And
there appeat-ed unto them cloven tongues like as of

fire, and it sat upon each of them ; and they

were all filled with the Holy Ghost. They
partook of fire, not of burning but of saving

fire ; of fire which consumes the thorns of sins,

but gives lustre to the soul. This is now
coming upon you also, and that to strip away
and consume your sins which are like thorns,

and to brighten yet more that precious posses-

sion of your souls, and to give you grace ; for

He gave it then to the Apostles. And He sat

upon them in the form of fiery tongues, that

they might crown themselves with new and
spiritual diadems by fiery tongues upon their

heads, A fiery sword*barred of old the gates of

Paradise ; a fiery tongue which brought salva-

tion restored the gift.

1 6. And they began to speak with other tongues

as ihe Spirit gave them utterance ^ The Gali-

lean Peter or Andrew spoke Persian or Median.

John and the rest of the Apostles spake every

tongue to those of Gentile extraction ; for not

in our time have multitudes of strangers first

begun to assemble here from all quarters, but

they have done so since that time. What
teacher can be found so great as to teach men
all at once things which they have not learned ?

So many years are they in learning by gram-
mar and other arts to speak only Greek well

;

nor yet do all speak this equally well ; the

Rhetorician perhaps succeeds in speaking well,

and the Grammarian sometimes not well, and
the skilful Grammarian is ignorant of the sub-

jects of philosophy. But the Holy Spirit

taught them many languages at once, lan-

guages which in all their life they never
knew. This is in truth vast wisdom, this is

9 Acts ii. 2. • lb. V. 4.

power divine. What a contrast of their long

ignorance in time past to their sudden, com-
plete and varied and unaccustomed exercise of

these languages

!

17. The multitude of the hearers was con-

founded ;— it was a second confusion, in the

room of that first evil one at Babylon. For in

that confusion of tongues there was division

of purpose, because their thought was at

enmity with God ; but here minds were re-

stored and united, because the object of interest

was godly. The means of falling were the

means of recovery. Wherefore they marvelled,

saying ^, How hear we them speaking ? No mar-

vel if ye be ignorant ; for even Nicodemus
was ignorant of the coming of the Spirit, and
to him it was said, The Spirit breatheth where it

listeth, and thou hearest the voice thereof but

canst not tell ivhence it cometh, and 7uhither it

goeth 3/ but if, even though I hear His voice, I

know not whence he cometh, how can I

explain, what He is Himself in substance ?

18. But others mocking said, They are full

of new wine'', and they spoke truly though

in mockery. For in truth the wine was new,

even the grace of the New Testament ; but

this new wine was from a spiritual Vine,

which had oftentimes ere this borne fruit in

Prophets, and had budded in the New Testa-

ment. For as in things sensible, the vine

ever remains the same, but bears new fruits

in its seasons, so also the self-same Spirit

continuing what He is, as He had often wrought

in Prophets, now manifested a new and mar-

vellous work. For though His grace had come
before to the Fathers also, yet here it came
exuberantly ; for formerly men only partook of

the Holy Ghost, but now they were baptized

completely.

19. But Peter who had the Holy Ghost,

and who knew what he possessed, says, "Men
of Israel, ye who preach Joel, but know not

the things which are written, these men are not

drunken as ye suppose s. Dnmken they are, not

however as ye suppose, but according to that

which is written, Tliey shall be drunken with

the fatness of thy house ; and thou shalt make
them drink of the torrents of thy pleasure^.

They are drunken, with a sober drunkenness,

deadly to sin and life-giving to the heart,

a drunkenness contrary to that of the body;
for this last causes forgetfulness even of what
was known, but that bestows the knowledge
even of what was not known. They are

drunken, for they have drunk the wine of the

spiritual vine, which says, I am the vine andye

2 Actsii. 8.

3 John iii. 8: (R.V.) The wind blcnvelh: (Marg.) Or, The
Sphit breatheth. It is impossible to preserve the double meaning
ill Englisli. 4 Acts ii. 13.

5 il). V. 15. 6 Ps. xxxvi. 8.
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are the branches 7. But if ye are not persuaded
by me, understand what I tell you from the
very time of the day ; for // is the tJdrd hour
of the day^. For He who, as Mark relates,

was crucified at the third hour, now at the
third hour sent down His grace. For His
t^race is not other than the Spirit's grace.

He who was then crucified, who alsobut

gave the promise, made good that which
He promised. And if ye would receive a

testimony also. Listen, he says: "/>'/// tJiis

is that ic'Jiich icas s/okcn by the prophet Joel ;

And it shall come to pass after this, saith God,
I li'ill pour forth of My Spirit ':>''—(and this

word, / 7c>ill pour forth, implied a rich gift

;

for God givcth not the Spirit by measure, for
the Father lovcth the Son, and hath given all

things into His hand ,• and He has given Him
the power also of bestowing the grace of the

All-holy Spirit on whomsoever He will) ;

—

/ -will pour forth of My Spirit upon all Jlcsh,

and your sons and your daughters shall pro-

phesy : and afterwards. Yea, and on Afy ser-

vants and on My handmaidens I tcill pour out

in those days of My Spirit, and they shall

prophesy '." The Holy Ghost is no respecter

of persons ; for He seeks not dignities, but

piety of soul. Let neither the rich be puffed

up, nor the poor dejected, but only let each

prepare himself for reception of the Heavenly
gift.

20. We have said much to-day, and per-

chance you are weary of listening; yet more
still remains. And in truth for the doctrine

of the Holy Ghost there were need of a third

lecture ; and of many besides. But we must
have your indulgence on both points. For as

the Holy Festival of Easter is now at hand,

we have this day lengthened our discourse;

and yet we had not room to bring before you
all the testimonies from the New Testament
which we ought. For many passages are still

to come from the Acts of the Apostles in

which the grace of the Holy Ghost wrought

mightily in Peter and in all the Apostles to-

gether ; many also from the Catholic Epistles,

and the fourteen Epistles of Paul ; out of all

which we will now endeavour to gather a few,

like flowers from a large meadow, merely by
way of remembrance.

2 1. For in the power of the Holy Ghost,

by the will of Father and Son, Peter stood

with the Eleven, and lifting up his voice,

(according to the text. Lift up thy voice 7vith

strength, thou that bringest good tidings to Jeru-

salem^), captured in the spiritual net of his

words, about three thousand souls. So great

7 John XV. 5. 8 Acts ii. 25, and 15. 9 Joel ii. 28.
' John iii. 34, 35. 2 Joel ii. 29. 3 Is. xl. o.

VOL, VII.

was the grace which wrought in all the
Apostles together, that, out of the Jews, those
crucifiers of Christ, this great number believed,
and were ba]nized in the Name of Christ, and
continued steadfastly in the /Iposties' doctrine and
in theprayers-^. And again in the same power
of the Holy Ghost, Fetcr and John went up
into the Temple at the hour of prayer, tohich
was the ninth hour^, and in the Name of Jesus
healed the man at the Beautiful gate, who had
been lame from his motlier's worn!) for forty

years; that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken, Then shall the lame man leap as an
hart^. And thus, as they captured in the
spiritual net of their doctrine five thousand
believers at once, so they confuted the mis-
guided rulers of the people and chief priests,

and that, not through their own wisdom, for

they were unlearned and ignorant men 7, but
through the mighty power of the Holy Ghost

;

for it is written, Then Peterfilled -with the Holy
Ghost said to them ^. So great also was the
grace of the Holy Ghost, which wrought by
means of the Twelve Apostles in them who
believed, that they 7vere of one heart and of one
soul9, and their enjoyment of their goods was
common, the possessors piously oftering the
prices of their possessions, and no one among
them wanting aught ; while Anam'as and
Sapphira, who attempted to lie to the Holy
Ghost, underwent their befitting punishment.

2 2. And by the hands of the Apostles were
many signs and woiulers wjvught among the
people \ And so great was the spiritual grace
shed around the Apostles, that gentle as they
were, they were the objects of dread ; for of
the rest durst no man join himself to them ; but
the people magnified them ; and multitudes were
added of those who believed on the Lord, both of
men and women; and the streets were filled

with the sick on their beds and couches, that
as Peter passed by, at least his shadow might
overshadow some of them. And the multitude
also of the cities I'ound about came unto this

holy Jerusalem, bringing sick folk, and them
that were vexed with unclean spirits, and they

were healed evcjy one in this ^jower of the Holy
Ghost ^

23. Again, after the Twelve Apostles had
been cast into prison by the chief priests for

preaching Christ, and had been marvellously

delivered from it at night by an Angel, and
were brought before them in the judgment
hall from the Temple, they fearlessly rebuked
them in their discourse to them concerning

Christ, and added this, that God hath also given

LLis Lloly Spirit to them that obey LLim 3. And

4 Acts ii. 42.
7 Acts iv. 13.
' Acts V. 12.

5 lb. iii. I.

8 lb. 7'. 8.

' lb. vv. 13— 16.

' Is. XXXV. 6.

9 lb. ?'. 32.

3 lb. V. 37.
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when they had been scourged, they went their

way rejoicing, and ceased not to teach and
preach Jesus as the Christ'^.

24. And it was not in the Twelve Apostles
only that the grace of the Holy Spirit wrought,

but also in the first-born children of this once
barren C'hurcli, I mean the seven Deacons

;

for these also were chosen, as it is written,

being ///// of the Holy Ghost atid of wisdom s.

Of whcm Stephen, rightly so named '^, the first-

fruits of the Martyrs, a vhaw full offaith and of
the Holy Ghost, ^urougJit great wonders and
miracles among the people, and vanquished
those who disputed with him

; for they were

not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by

7vhich he spmke 7. But when he was maliciously

accused and brought to the judgment hall, he
was radiant with angelic brightness ; for all

they who sat in the council, looking steadfastly

on hi/n, saw his face, as it had been the face of
an Angel^. And having by his wise defence

confuted the Jews, those stiffnecked men, nncir-

aim.ised in heart and ears, ever resisting the

Holy Ghost '>, he beheld the heavens opened, z.\\<\

saw the Son ofMan standijig on the right hand
of God. He saw Him, not by his own power,
but, as the Divine Scripture says, being full of
the Holy Ghost, he looked up steadfastly into

heaven, and sazv the glory of God, and Jesus
standing on the right hand of God'^.

25. In this power of the Holy Ghost,
Philip also in the Name of Christ at one
time in the city of Samaria drove away the

imclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice;

and healed the palsied and the lame, and
brought to Christ great multitudes of them
that believe. To whom Peter and John came
down, and with prayer, and the laying on of

hands, imparted the fellowship of the Holy
Ghost, from which Simon Magus alone was
declared an alien, and that justly. And at

another time Philip was called by the Angel
of the Lord in the way, for the sake of that

most godly Ethiopian, the Eunuch, and heard
distinctly the Spirit Himself saying. Go near,

andJoin thyself to this chariot''. He instructed

the Eunuch, and baptized him, and so having
sent into Etliiopia a herald of Christ, according
as it is written, Ethiopia shall soon stretch out
her hand unto God^, he was caught away by
the Angel, and preached the Gospel in the
cities in succession.

26. With this Holy Spirit Paul also had been
filled after his calling by our Lord Jesus Christ.

Let godly Ananias come as a witness to what
we say, he who in Damascus.said to him, 27ie

Lord, evenJesus who appeared to thee in the laay

4 Acts V. 42.
" .1 crown.''
» lb. !». S5-

5 lb. vi. 3.
7 lb. V. to.

? lb. viii. 5.

6 lb. V. 8. XTe<l>avoi,
lb. V. 15. 9_Ib. vii, 51.

3 Vs. Ixviii. 31.

7e)hich thou earnest, hath sent me, that thou mayest

receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy

Ghosts. And straightway the Spirit's mighty

working changed the blindness of Paul's eyes

into newness of sight ; and having vouchsafed

His seal unto his soul,made h.\ma chosen vesselXo

bear the Name of the Lord who had appeared to

liim, bcfate kings and the children of Israel, and

rendered the former persecutor an ambassador

and good servant,—one, who from Jerusalem,

and even unto Illyriann, fully preached the

Gospel^, and instructed even imperial Rome,
and carried the earnestness of his preaching as

far as Spain, undergoing conflicts innumerable,

and performing signs and wonders. Of him
for the present enough.

27. In the power of the same Ploly Spirit

Peter also, the chief of the Apostles and the

bearer of the keys ^' of the kingdom of heaven,

healed yEneas the paralytic in the Name of

Christ at Lydda, which is now Diospolis, and at

Joppa raised from the dead Tabitha rich in good
works. And being on the housetop in a trance,

he saw heaven opened, and by means of the

vessel let down as it were a sheet full of beasts

of every shape and sort, he learnt plainly to

call no man common or unclean, though he

should be of the Greeks 7. And when he was

sent for by Cornelius, he heard clearly the

Holy Ghost Himself saying, Behold, men seek

thee ; but arise and get thee doivn, and go with

them, nothing doubting ; for I have sefit them ^.

And that it might be plainly shewn that those

of the Gentiles also who believe are made par-

takers of the grace of the Holy Ghost, when
Peter was come to Cesarea, and was teaching

the things concerning Christ, the Scripture says

concerning Cornelius and them who were with

him ; While Peter yet spake these words, the

Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the

7vord ; so that they of the cirai?ncisioji also which
came 7vith Peter were astonished, and 7vheii they

understood it said that on the Gentiles also ivas

pou7-ed out the gift of the Holy Ghosf^.

28. And in Antioch also, a most renowned
city of Syria, when the preaching of Christ

took effect, Barnabas was sent hence as far as

Antioch to help on the good work, being a good
man, andfull of the Holy Ghost, and offaith '

;

who seeing a great harvest of believers in Christ,

brought Paul from Tarsus to Antioch, as his

fellow-combatant. And when crowds had been
instructed by them and assembled in the

Church, // came to pass that the disciples were
called Christians first in Antioch ^ ; the Holy
Ghost, methinks, bestowing on the believers

that new Name, which had been promised be--

4 Acts ix. 17. S Rom. .\v. ig. 6 (cAetJoi'xos. Cf. Matt.
xvi. 19; Cat. ii. 19; xi. ^. 7 Acts x. 11— 16. s Jb. 'j, 19
9 lb. V. 44. ' lb. XI. 24. lb. 26. Cf. Is. Ixv. 13.
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fjre by the Lord. And the grace of the Spirit

b^Mn^j shed forth by (lod more abundantly in

Antioch, there were there prophets and teat-hers

of whom Agabiis was one 3. And i7s they niiiiis-

tercdto the Lord andfastal, the Holy Ghost said,

Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the loork

7ohercttnto I have called them. And after hands
liad been laid on them, they were sent forth by

the Holy Ghost ^. Now it is manifest, that the

Spirit which speaks and sends, is a hving Spirit,

subsisting, and operating, as we have said.

29. This Holy Spirit, who in unison with

Father and Son has estabhshed the New Cov-
enant in the Church Cathohc, has set us free

from the burdens of the lawgrievous to be borne,

—those I mean, concerning things common
and unclean, and meats, and sabbaths, and
new moons, and circumcision, and sprinklings,

and sacrifices; which were given for a season,

and had a shado'w of the good th/n§s to come s,

but which, when the truth had come, were
rightly withdrawn. For when Paul and Bar-

nabas were sent to the Apostles, because of
the question moved at Antioch by them who
said that it was necessary to be circumcised
and to keep the customs of Moses, the Apos-
tles who were here at Jerusalem by a written

injunction set free the whole world from all the

legal and typical observances
;
yet they attri-

buted not to themselves the full authority in

so great a matter, but send an injunction in

writing, and acknowledge this : For it hath
seaned good unto the Holy Ghost and to us, to

lay upon you no greater burden tha?i these ?ieces-

sary things ; that ye abstain from things sacri-

ficed to idols, and from blood, and from things

strangled, and from fornication^ ; shewing evi-

dently by what they wrote, that though the

writing was by the hands of human Apostles,

yet the decree is universal from the Holy
Ghost : which decree Paul and Barnabas took
and confirmed unto all the world.

30. And now, having proceeded thus far in

my discourse, I ask indulgence from your love ?,

or rather from the Spirit who dwelt in Paul, if

I should not be able to rehearse everything, by
reason of my own weakness, and your weariness

who listen. For when shall I in terms worthy of

Himself declare the marvellous deeds wrought
by the operation of the Holy Ghost in the

Name of Christ? Those wrought in Cyprus
upon Elymas the sorcerer, and in Lystra at the

healing of the cripple, and in Cilicia and
Phrygia and Galatia and Mysia and Macedonia?
or those at Philippi (the preaching, I mean,
and the driving out of the spirit of divination

in the Name of Christ ; and the salvation by

3 Acts xi. 28. 4 lb. xiii. 2—4. S Heb. x. i.

6 Acts XV. 28, 29. t7ri(7ToA^ means a ntessn^^e or injunction
whether verbal or written. 7 See note i on § i, above.

baptism of the jailer with his whole house at

night after the earthquake) ; or the events at

Thessalonica; and the address at Areopagus
in the midst of the Athenians ; or the instiuc-

tions at Corintii, and in all Achaia? How shall

I worthily recount the mighty deeds which were
wrought at Ephesus through Paul, by the Holy
Ghost '^ ? Whom they of that City knew not be-
fore, but came to know Him by tlie doctrine of
Paul; and when Paul had laid his hands on
them, and the Holy Ghost had come upon
them, thiy spake ivith tongues, and pi-ophc-

sied. And so great spiritual grace was upon
him, that not only his touch wrought cures,

but even the haudherchiefs and naf>hins'^,hrought

from his body, healed diseases, and scared away
the evil spirits ; and at last they also wlio prac-
tised curious arts brought their books together,

and burned them before all men ^

31. I pass by the work wrought at Troas on
Eutychus, who being borne down by his sh\pfcll
downfrom the third loft, and tvas taken up dead ;

yet was saved alive by Paul 2. I also pass by
the prophecies addressed to the Elders of

Ephesus whom he called to him in Miletus,

to whom he openly said, 7'hat the Holy Ghost
witnesseth in every city, saying^,—and the rest

;

for by saying, in every city, Paul made manifest

that the marvellous works done by him in each
city, were from the operative power of the Holy
Ghost, by the will of God, and in the Name of
Christ who spake in him. By the power of this

Holy Ghost, the same Paul was hastening to

this holy city Jerusalem, and this, though
Agabus by the Spirit foretold what should
befall him ; and yet he spoke to the people
with confidence, declaring the things concern-
ing Christ. And when brought to Cesarea,

and set amid tribunals of justice, at one time
before Felix, and at another before Festus the

governor and King Agrippa, Paul obtained of

the Holy Ghost grace so great, and triumphant

in wisdom, that at last Agrippa himself the king

of the Jews said. Almost thou persuadest me to be

a Christian *. This Holy Spirit granted to Paul,

when he was in the island of Melita also,

to receive no harm when bitten by the viper,

and to effect divers cures on the diseased.

This Holy Spirit guided him, the persecutor

of old, as a herald of Christ, even as far as

imperial Rome, and there he persuaded many
of the Jews to believe in Christ, and to them
who gainsaid he said plainly. Well spake the

Holy Ghost by Esaias the Prophet, saying unto

your fathers, and the rest s,

8 Acts xix. I—6. 9 lb. V. 12. ' lb. V. ig.

2 lb. XX. p— 12.
_

3 lb. 7/. 23.

4 lb. XXVI. 28. Cyril evidently understood iV oAtyw to mean
" nh/iosi" (,A.V.): but the more correct rendering is, "In brief

thou wouldest persuade me to become a Christian.'

3 lb, xxviii. 25,
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32. And that Paul was full of the Holy
Ghost, and all his fellow Apostles, and they

who after them believed in Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, hear from himself as he writes

plainly in his Epistles ; Ajid my speech, he says,

and viy preacJiing was not in persuasive words

of ma7i's 7insdo?n, but iti demonstration of the

Spirit and ofpower ^. And again. But He 7uho

sealed us for this 7<ery purpose is God, who gave
us the earnest ofthe Spirit 7, And again. He that

raised up Jesus from the dead shall also quicken

your mortal bodies by His Spirit wJiich diaelleth

tft you^. And again, writing to Timothy, That
good thing which was committed to thee guard
through the Holy Ghost 7vhich was given to its 9.

2t2,- -^"d that the Holy Ghost subsists, and
lives, and speaks, and foretells, I have often said

in what goes before, and Paul writes it plainly to

Timothy : Now the Spirit spcaketh expressly,

that in later times some shall depart from the

faith ',—which we see in the divisions not only

of former times but also of our own ; so motley
and diversified are the errors of the heretics.

And again the same Paul says, WJiich in other

generations was not made hnozt.ni unto the sons

of men, as it hath now been revealed unto His
Holy Apostles and Prophets t?i the Spirit ^. And
again, Wherefore, as saith the Holy Ghost ^ ; and
again, The Holy Ghost also witnesseth to ns'^.

And again he calls unto the soldiers of right-

eousness, saying. And take the helmet of salva-

tion, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the

Word of God, with allprayerand supplication s.

And again. Be not druJik with 7mne, zuherein is

excess ; but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to

yourselves in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual

songs ^. And agai n , Thegrace of the LordJesus,
and the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Ghost be with you allT.

34. By all these proofs, and by more which
have been passed over,is the personal, and sanc-

tifying, and effectual power of the Holy Gliost

established for those who can understand

;

for the time would fail me in my discourse if

I wished to quote what yet remains concerning
the Holy Ghost from the fourteen Epistles of

Paul, wherein he has taught with such variety,

completeness, and reverence. And to the

power of the Holy Ghost Himself it must
belong, to grant to us forgiveness for what
we have omitted because the days are few,

and upon you the hearers to impress more
perfectly the knowledge of what yet remains

;

while from the frequent reading of the sa-

cred Scriptures those of you who are diligent

' I Cor. ii. 4.

9 2 Tim. i. 14 :

ill us.
' I Tim. iv. I.

4 lb. X. 15.

7 2 Cor. xiii. 14.

7 2 Cor. i. 22. 8 Rom. viii. ii.

(R.V.) I'y the Jloly Ghost which dwelleth

=! Eph. ill. 5.

5 Eph. vi. 17.

3 Heb. iii. 7.
6 lb. V. i3, 19.

come to understand these things, and by this

time, both from these present Lectures, and
from what has before been told you, hold more
steadfastly the Faith in " One God the
Father Almightv ; and in our Lord Jesus
Chri.st, Hi.s Oni,v-13egotten Son ; and in

the Holy Ghost the Comforter." Though
the word itself and title of Spirit is ap-

plied to Them in common in the sacred

Scriptures,—for it is said of the P'ather, God
is a Spirit^, as it is written in the Gospel
according to John ; and of the Son, A Spirit

before our face, Christ the Lord^, as Jeremias

the prophet says ; and of the Holy Ghost,

the Comforter, the Holy Ghost % as was said

;

—yet the arrangement of articles in the

Faith, if religiously understood, disproves

the error of Sabellius also ^ Return we there-

fore in our discourse to the point which now
presses and is profitable to you.

35. Beware lest ever like Simon thou come
to the dispensers of Baptism in hypocrisy,

thy heart the while not seeking the truth. It

is ours to protest, but it is thine to secure thyself.

If tho7i standest in faith 3, blessed art thou ; if

thou hast fallen in unbelief, from this day
forward cast away thine unbelief, and receive

full assurance. For, at the season of baptism,

when thou art come before the Bishops, or

Presbyters, or Deacons *,—(for its grace is every-

where, in villages and in cities, on them of low
as on them of high degree, on bondsmen and
on freemen, for this grace is not of men, but
the gift is from God through men,)—approach
the Minister of Baptism, but approaching, think

not of the face of him thou seest, but remember
this Holy Ghost of whom we are now speaking.

For He is present in readiness to seal thy soul,

and He shall give thee that Seal at which evil

spirits tremble, a heavenly and sacred seal, as

also it is written, In whom also ye believed, and
were sealed with the Holy Spirit ofpromise s.

36. Yet He tries the soul. He casts not His
pearls before swine ; if thou play the hypocrite,

though men baptize thee now, the Holy Spirit

will not baptize thee'^. But if thou approach
with faith, though men minister in what is

seen, the Holy Ghost bestows that which is

unseen. Thou art coming to a great trial,

8 John iv. 24.

9 T.ain. iv. 20. T/ic brcailt 0/otr,' nostrils, the anointed ofthe
Lord : referring to the c.iptive kiiia:. ' John xiv. 23.

- Tlie distinct mention in the Creed of three Persons excludes
the error of Sabellius in confusing them. Cf. Cat. iv. 8 ; xvi. 14.

3 R(mi. xi. 20.

4 Cf. Kingham, Aiiiiqiiities, II. xx. 9. "When Cyril directs
his Catecliumcns how they should behave them'^elves at the time
of Baptism, wlien they canie either before a bishop, or presbyter,
or deacon, in city or village,—this may be presumed a fair intima-
tion that then deacons were ordinarily alloued to minister Baptism
in country places." See further ' Of the power granted anciently
to deacons to b.ipti/e,' Bingham, Lay Baptism, \. i. 5.

5 Eph. i. 13. Cf. Cat. i. 2, 3.
^ Cf. Prorat. § 4 :

" The water will receive, but the Spirit will
not accept thee
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to a great muster 7, in that one hour, which it

thou throw away, thy disaster is irretrievable
;

but it" thou be counted wortliy of the grace,

thy soul will be enlightened, thou wilt re-

ceive a power which thou hadst not, thou
wilt receive weapons terrible to the evil spirits;

and if thou cast not away thine arms, but keep
tlie Seal upon thy soul, no evil spirit will ap-

proach thee ; for he will be cowed ; for verily

by the Spirit of God are the evil spirits cast

out.

37. If thou believe, thou shalt not only re-

ceive remission of sins, but also do things

which pass man's power ^. And mayest thou
be worthy of the gift of prophecy also ! For
thou shalt receive grace according to the

measure of thy capacity and not of my words

;

for I may possibly speak of but small things,

yet thou mayest receive greater ; since faith

is a large affair 9. AH thy life long will thy

7 (TTpaToKoyia. Cf. Cat. iii. 3, /LttAAere arTpaTo\oyeia-9ai.
8 The same twofold grace is ascribed to Baptism in Cat. xiii.

23 :
' Thou receivest now remission of thj' sins, and the gifts of

the King's spiritual bounty."
9 rrpayiJLaT(ia. Cf. 3 Tim. il. 4 ; and Luke xi-x. 13 : Trade

(n-payfiaTtvsafft) till I coiitt!.

guardian the Comforter abide with thee; He
will care for thee, as for his own soldier ; for
thy goings out, and thy comings in, and thy plot-
ting foes. And He will give thee gifts of grace
of every kind, if thou grieve Him not by sin ;

for it is written, And gna<c not the Holy Spirit

of God, 7i.'Ju'rcby ye were sealed unlo the day of
redemption '. What then, beloved, is it to pre-
serve grace? Be ye ready to receive grace,
and when ye have received it, cast it not
away.

38. And may the very God of All, who spake
by the Holy Ghost through the prophets, who
sent Him forth upon the Apostles on the day
of Pentecost in this place. Himself send Him
forth at this time also upon you ; and by Him
keep us also, imparting His benefit in common
to us all, that we may ever render up the fruits

of the Holy Ghost, love, joy, peace, long-suffer-

ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, ineckttess, tem-

perance -, in Christ Jesus our Lord :—By whom
and with whom, together with the Holy Ghost,
be glory to the Father, both now, and ever, and
for ever and ever. Amen.

» Eph. iv. 30. - G.il. V. 22, 23.



LECTURE XVIII.

On the Words, And in Onk Holy Catholic Church, And in the Resurrection

OF THE Flesh, And the Life Everlasting.

EzEKiKL xxxvii. I.

The hand of the Lord was upon me, and carried me out in the Spirit of the Lord,

and set me down in the midst of the valley which 7uasfull of bones.

1. The root of all good works is the hoi^e

of the Resurrection ; for the expectation of

the recompense nerves the soul to good works.

For every labourer is ready to endure the toils, if

he sees their reward in prospect ; but when men
weary themselves for nought, their heart soon
sinks as well as their body. A soldier who
expects a prize is ready for war, but no one is

forward to die for a king who is indifferent

about those who serve under him, and bestows
no honours on their toils. In like manner
every soul believing in a Resurrection is

naturally careful of itself; but, disbelieving it,

abandons itself to perdition. He who believes

that his body shall remain to rise again, is

careful of his robe, and defiles it not with

fornication ; but he who disbelieves the Resur-

rection, gives himself to fornication, and mis-

uses his own body, as though it were not his

own. Faith therefore in the Resurrection of

the dead, is a great commandment and doctrine

of the Holy Catholic Church
;
great and most

ncessary, though gainsaid by many, yet surely

warranted by the truth. Greeks contradict it
',

Samaritans ^ disbelieve it, heretics 3 mutilate it

;

the contradiction is manifold, but the truth is

uniform.

2. Now Greeks and Samaritans together ar-

gue against us thus. The dead man has fallen,

and mouldered away, and is all turned into

worms ; and the worms have died also ; such is

the decay and destruction which has over-

taken the body ; how then is it to be raised ?

The shipwrecked have been devoured by fishes,

which are themselves devoured. Of them who
fight with wild beasts the very bones are ground
to powder, and consumed by bears and lions.

Vultures and ravens feed on the flesh of the

I Acts \vii. 32; \xvi. 94. = Cf. § 12, below.
3 Tcitull. Dc Rcsurr. cnriiis, cap. 2 :

" 'I'hey acknowlcclpe
a. h.ilf-rcsiirreclioii, to wit of the soul only." Compare Iren. 1.

xxiii. 5, on Mcnaiidcr's assertion tli.Tt liis disciples attain to the
resurrection by beinp; baptized into him, and can die no more, but
retain inunorlal yotilh : il>. .\.\iv. 5. Jiasilides taught that "sal-
vation belongs to the soul alone." On otlier forms of heresy
concerning the Resurrection, see Suicer, Thcsaiiriis, 'Ara<rTa<7-is.

unburied dead, and then fly away over all the

world ; whence then is the body to be col-

lected ? For of the fowls who have devoured

it some may chance to die in India, some in

Persia, some in the land of the Goths. Other

men again are consumed by fire, and their

very ashes scattered by rain or wind ; whence
is the body to be brought together again ?

3. To thee, poor little feeble man, India is far

from the land of the Goths, and Spain from

Persia ; but to God, who holds the whole earth

in the hollo-w of His hand^, all things are near

at hand. Impute not then weakness to God,
from a comparison of thy feebleness, but rather

dwell on Llis power ^. Does then the sun, a

small work of God, by one glance of his

beams give warmth to the whole world ; does

the atmosphere, which God has made, encom-
pass all things in the world ; and is God, who
is the Creator both of the sun, and of the

atmosphere, far off from the world? Imagine
a mixture of seeds of different plants (for as

thou art weak concerning the faith, the ex-

amples which I allege are weak also), and
that these different seeds are contained in thy

single hand ; is it tlien to thee, who art a man,
a difficult or an easy matter to separate

what is in thine hand, and to collect each

seed according to its nature, and restore it

to its own kind ? Canst thou then separate

the things in thine hand, and cannot God
separate the things contained in His hand,
and restore them to their i)roper place? Con-
sider what I say, whether it is not impious to

deny it?

4. But further, attend, I pra\', to the

very principle of justice, and come to thine

own case. Thou hast difterent sorts of ser-

vants : and some are good and some bad
;

4 The objections noticed ,'n 5 2 are discussed by Athenagoras,
jy Risiirr. capp. ii., iv.—viii. ; Tatian. Or. ad Gracxos, cap. vi.,

TertuU. De Kcsrirr. Ca>->i. cap. 63. 5 Is. xl. 12.
'' On the argument from God's power compare Atlienagor

Dc Resun: c. is.; Justin. M. Dc Resun: c. v; Theophil. ad
Ajttolyc. c. xiii. ; Ircn. V. iii. 2.
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thou honourcst therefore the good, and smitest

the l)ad. And if thou art a judge, to the good
thou awardest praise, and to the transgressors,

punishment. Is then justice observed by
thee a mortal man ; and with God, the ever

changeless King of all, is there no retributive

justice 7? Nay, to deny it is impious. For
consider what I say. Many murderers have
died in their beds unpunished ; where then is

the righteousness of God ? Yea, ofttimes a

murderer guilty of fifty murders is beheaded
once ; where then shall he suffer punishment
for the forty and nine? Unless there is a

judgment and a retribution after this world,

thou chargest God with unrighteousness.

Marvel not, however, because of the delay of

the judgment ; no combatant is crowned or

disgraced, till the contest is over; and no
president of the games ever crowns men while

yet striving, but he waits till all the combatants

are finished, that then deciding between them
he may dispense the prizes and the chaplcts^.

Even thus God also, so long as the strife

in this world lasts, succours the just but

partially, but afterwards He renders to them
their rewards full v.

5. But if according to thee there is no
resurrection of the dead, wherefore condemnest
thou the robbers of graves? For if the body
perishes, and there is no resurrection to be

hoped for, wliy does the violator of the tomb
undergo punishment? Thou seest that though
thou deny it with thy lips, there yet abides

with thee an indestructible instinct of the

resurrection.

6. Further, does a tree after it has been
cut down blossom again, and shall man after

being cut down blossom no more ? And does

the corn sown and reaped remain for the

threshing floor, and shall man when reaped

from this world not remain for the threshing?

And do shoots of vine or other trees, when
clean cut off and transplanted, come to life

and bear fruit ; and shall man, for whose
sake all these exist, fall into the eartli and not

rise again ? Comparing efforts, which is greater,

to mould from the beginning a statue which

did not exist, or to recast in the same shape

that which had fallen ? Is God then, who
created us out of nothing, unable to raise

airain those who exist and arc fallen?? But

thou believest not what is written of tne

resurrection, being a Greek : then from the

7 The arefument from God's justice is treated by Athen.^!;or.

Pe Resurr. c. x. and xx.

—

xxiii. ; Justin M. De Rcsiirr. c. yiii.

- 7'i\v aTc<t>ai-riif)Opiav. Roe. Cas. A. Cf. Pind. f /. viii. 13 ;

Eiirip. Elcctr. 862.

9 Atliciir.g. De Rcsurr. c. iii. : "If, when they did not exist,

lie made at their first forniation the bodies of men, and their

original elements, He will, when tliey arc dissolved, in whatever

manner that may take place, rai^c them again with equal ease."

Lactant. Iiistitt. VII. 23 fin. : A/>ost. Const. V. 7.

analogy of nature consider these matters, and
understand them from what is seen to this

day. Wheat, it may be, or some other kind

of grain, is sown ; and when the seed has
fallen, it dies and rots, and is henceforth

useless for food. But that which has rotted,

springs up in verdure ; and though small when
sown, springs up most beautiful. Now wheat
was made for us; for wheat and all seeds were
created not for themselves, but for our use

;

are then the things which were made for

us quickened when they die, and do we for

whom they were made, not rise again after

our death ' ?

7. The season is winter ^, as thou seest ; the

trees now stand as if they were dead : for

where are the leaves of the fig-tree ? where
are the clusters of the vine ? These in winter

time are dead, but green in spring ; and wlien

the season is come, there is restored to them
a quickening as it were from a state of death.

For God, knowing thine unbelief, works a resur-

rection year by year in these visible things

;

that, beholding what happens to things inani-

mate, thou mayest believe concerning things

animate and rational. Further, flies and bees
are often drowned in water, yet after a while

revive 3
; and species ofdormice *, after remain-

ing motionless during the winter, are restored

in the summer (for to thy slight thoughts like

examples are offered) ; and shall He who to

irrational and despised creatures grants life

supernaturally, not bestow it upon us, for

whose sake He made them ?

8. But the Greeks ask for a resurrection of

the dead still manifest ; and say that, even if

these creatures are raised, yet they had not

utterly mouldered away ; and they require

to see distinctly some creature rise again after

complete decay. God knew men's unbelief,

and provided for this purpose a bird, called

a Phoenix s. This bird, as Clement writes, and

' An eloquent statement of the argument for the resurrection

from the analogies of nature occurs in Tcrtull. Ve Kesurr. c. xii.

That it was not unknown to Cyril, seems probable from the con-

cluding sentence: "And surely if all things rise again for man,
for whom they have been provided—but not for man unless for

his flesh also—how can the flesli itself pc^i^h utterly, for the sake

and sei-vice of which nothing is allowed to perish." Tertullian

himself was probably indebted, as Bp. higbtfoot suggests, to

Clemens. Rom. Epht, ad Corinth, xxiv. Cf. Lactant. Div. Inst.

vii. 4.
2 Cf. Cat. iv. 30. These passages shew that the Lectures were

delivered in a year when Easter fell early, as was the case in

348 A.n.
i In such cases there is, of course, no actual death.

4 The fiuofos is supposed by the Benedictine Editor to be the

toad(" Inventu^quecavisbufo,"Virg. Ccorg. i. 185), by others the

marmrit (nuis Alpinus). More probably it is the dormouse (inyoxis

glis), which stores up provisions for the winter, though it sleeps

through much of that season.

5 The story of the Phrjenix as told by Herodotus, II. 73, is as

follows : "They have also another sacred bird called the phiLnby,

which I myself have never seen, except in pictures. Indeed it is

a great rarity even in Egypt, only coming there (ac;i:oi(lmg to the

accounts of the pcojile of Heliopolis) once in five huiulred year-;,

when the old phceDix dies. . . . They tell a stcry of what this bird

does, which does not seem to me to be credible ; that he comes all
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as many more rclaLC, being the only one of its

kind^, arrives in the land of the lOgyplians at

periods of five hundred years, shewing forth

the resurrection, not in desert places, lest the

occurrence of the mystery should remain un-

known, but appearing in a notable city 7, that

men might even handle what would otherwise

be disbelieved. For it makes itself a coffin ^ of

frankincense and myrrh and other si)iccs, and
entering into this Avhen its years are fuUilled,

it evidently dies and moulders away. Then
from the decayed flesh of the dead bird a worm
is engendered, and this worm when grown large

is transformed into a bird ;—and do not dis-

believe this, for thou seest the offspring of

bees also fashioned thus out of worms 9, and
from eggs which are quite fluid thou hast seen

wings and bones anci sinews of birds issue.

Afterwards the aforesaid Phoenix, becoming
fledged and a full-grown Phoenix, like the

former one, soars up into the air such as it

had died, shewing forth to men a most evident

resurrection of the dead. The Phoenix indeed

is a wondrous bird, yet it is irrational, nor

ever sang praise to God ; it flies abroad
through the sky, but it knows not who is the

Only-begotten Son of God. Has then a resur-

rection from the dead been given to this ir-

rational creature which knows not its Maker,
and to us who ascribe glory to God and keep
His commandments, shall there no resurrection

be granted ?

9. But since the sign of the Phoenix is re-

mote and uncommon, and men still disbelieve

our resurrection, take again the proof of this

from what thou seest every day. A hundred
or two hundred years ago, we all, speakers and

the way from Arabia, and brings the parent bird, all plastered
over with myrrh, to tlie temple of the Stin, and there buries the
body."
The many variations and fabulous accretions of the story are

detailed by Suicer, Thcsmiriis, ^oii'if, and by 15p. Lightfoot in

a long and interesting note on Clemens Rom. Epist. ad Cor. x.xv.

Cyril borrows the story from Clement almost verbally, yet not
without some variations, which will be noticed below. The legend
with all its miraculous features is told by Ovid, Alctamorph. \v.

352, by Claudian, Phuenix, and by the Pscudo-Lactantius in an
Klegiac poem, J'/iavii.v^ included in Weber's Cvrpiis Foetaru>n
Lntinoruin, and literally translated in Clark's Ante-Kiccne
Library. See also Tertull. De Rcsiirr. Cam. c. xiii.

6 ^loi'oyfj'ts uTrapxoj', Clem. Rom. iibi supra. Cf. Origen.
contra Cchuiit, iv. 98 ; Apost. Const. V. 7 : "a bird single in its

kind, which they say is without a mate, and the only one in the
creation." Pscudo-Lactant. v. 30.

" Hoc nemus hos lucos avis incolit unica, phoenix,
Unica, sed vivit morte refecta su.a."

7 "By day, in the sight of all" (Clem. R.) The city was
HcliopoUs, according to Herodotus and the other ancient authors.
P.ut Milton, ^' Paradise Lost, V. 272

—

' A ph'jcnix gaz'd by all, as that sole bird,
Wlien to enshrine his reliqucs in the Sun's
Ihight temple to j'ligyptian 'I'hcbes he Hies.'

Why docs Milton despatch his bird to Thebes rather than Helio-
polis?" (I.ightfoot).

8 Ovid, Met. xv. 405: " Kertque pins cunasque suas patrium-
quc sepulcrum." See the Commentaries on Job xxix. 18 : / shall
die in my nest, and J shall innllijdy my days as the sand.
Margin K.V. Or, the pha-iiix.

9 The mode of reproduction in bees was regarded by Aristotle
as mysterious, having in it something supernatural (Stioi') : De
Oeneratione Animal. III. 10. i, 27. In the story of the phanix
Herodotus makes no mention of the " worm."

hearers, where were we ? Know we not the

groundwork of the substance of our bodies ?

Knowest thou not how from weak and shape-

less and simple ' elements we are engendered,

and out of what is simple and weak a living

man is formed ? and how that weak element

being made flesh is changed into strong sinews,

and bright eyes, and sensitive nose, and hear-

ing ears, and speaking tongue, and beating

heart, and busy hands, and swift feet, and into

members of all kinds ^ ? and how that once
weak element becomes a shipwright, and a

builder, and an architect, and a craftsman of

various arts, and a soldier, and a ruler, and
a lawgiver, and a king? Cannot God tlien, who
has made us out of imperfect materials, raise

us up when we have fallen into decay? He
who thus frames a body out of what is vile,

cannot He raise the fallen body again ? And
He who fashions that which is not, shall He
not raise up that which is and is fallen ?

10. Take further a manifest proof of the re-

surrection of the dead, witnessed month by
month in the .sky and its luminaries 3. The body
of the moon vanishes completely, so that no
part of it is any more seen, yet it fills again,

and is restored to its former state ^ ; and for the

perfect demonstration of the matter, the moon
at certain revolutions of years suffering eclipse

and becoming manifestly changed into blood,

yet recovers its luminous body : God having

provided this, that thou also, the man who art

formed of blood, mightest not refuse credence

to the resurrection of the dead, but mightest

believe concerning thyself also what thou seest

in respect of the moon. These therefore use

thou as arguments against the Greeks; for

with them who receive not what is written

fight thou with unwritten weapons, by reason-

ings only and demonstrations ; for these men
know not who Moses is, nor Esaias, nor the

Gospels, nor Paul.

11. Turn now to the Samaritans, who, re-

ceiving the Law only, allow not the Prophets.

To them the text just now read from Ezekicl

appears of no force, for, as I said, they admit
no Prophets ; whence then shall we persuade
the Samaritans also ? Let us go to the writ-

ings of the Law. Now God says to IMoses, /
am the God of Abra/iam, and of Isaac, and of
Jacobs ; this must mean of those who have be-

ing and subsistence. For if Abraham has

' y.ovocitr,';.

- For a similar argument, sec I.aclant. Pe /^es.'.'rr. c. wii.
3 Clem. Rom. Lpist. ad Cor. xxiv : "l)ay and night shew

unto us the resurrection. The night fallcth asleep, and day ariseth
;

the day departelh, and night comcth on."
4 Tertull. (/( Kesurr. Cariiis, xii. :

" Readomcd also are the
mirrors of the moon, which her monthly course had worn away.". .

.

" The whole of this revolving order of things bears witness to the
resurrection of the dead."

5 Ex. iii. 6. Cf. Malt. xxii. 32 : He is not the Gcdo/tkc dead,
l/t(t 0/ the living.
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come to an end, and Isaac and J-icob, then He
is the God of those who have no being. A\hen
did a king ever say, I am the king of sol-

diers, whom he had not ? When did any
display wealth which he possessed not ? There-

fore Abraham and Isaac and Jacob must
subsist, that God may be the God of those

who have being ; for He said not, " I was their

God," but /aj/i. And that there is a judgment,
Abraham shews in saying to the Lord, //<• rc/io

judgeth all the earth, shall lie not execute jitdg-

t/ie/it 6 ?

12. But to this the foolish Samaritans ob-

ject again, and say that the souls possibly

of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob continue,

but that their bodies cannot possibly rise

again. Was it then possible that the rod
of righteous Moses should become a ser-

pent, and is it impossible that the bodies of

the righteous should live and rise again? And
was that done contrary to nature, and shall

they not be restored according to nature?
Again, the rod of Aaron, though cut off and
dead, budded, 'without the scent of 7vaters 7,

and though under a roof, sprouted forth into

blossoms as in the fields ; and though set in

dry places, yielded in one night the fiow-ers

and fruit of plants w^atered for many years.

Did Aaron's rod rise, as it were, from the dead,

and shall not Aaron himself be raised ? And
did God work wonders in wood, to secure to

hira the high-priesthood, and will He not vouch-

safe a resurrection to Aaron himself? A
woman also was made salt contrary to nature

;

and flesh was turned into salt ; and shall not

flesh be restored to flesh ? W^as Lot's wife made
a pillar of salt, and shall not Abraham's wife be
raised again ? By what power was Moses' hand
changed, which even within one hour became
as snow, and was restored again ? Certainly

by God's command. W^as then His command
of force then, and has it no force now ?

13. And whence in the beginning came
man into being at all, O ye Samaritans,

most senseless of all men ? Go to the first

book of the Scripture, which even you re-

cci\e ; And God formed man of the dust

of the ground'^. Is dust transformed into

flesh, and shall not flesh be again restored

to flesh ? You must be asked too, whence
the heavens had their being, and earth,

and seas ? AVhence sun, and moon, and
stars ? How from the waters were made the

things which fly and swim ? And how from
earth all its living things? Were so many
myriads brought from nothing into being, and
shall we men, who
raised up ? Truly

bear God's
this course

miagc,

is full

not be
of un-

6 Cell, xviii. 25 Job .\iv. 9. Cell. ii. 7.

belief, and the unbelievers are much to be
condemned ; when Abraham addresses the
Lortl as the Judge of all the earth, and the
learners of the Law disbelieve; when it is

written that man is of the earth, and the readers
disbelieve it 9.

14. These questions, therefore, are for them,
the unbelievers ; but the words of the Prophets
are for us who believe. But since some who
have also used the Prophets believe not what is

written, and allege against us that passage. The
ungodly shall not rise tip in judgment \ and, For
ifman go do'cvn to the grave he shall come up no
more^, and. The dead shall not praise Thee, O
Lord^,—for of what is well written, they have
made ill use— it will be well in a cursory
manner, and as far as is now possible, to

meet them. For if it is said, that the un-
godly shall not rise up in judgment, this shews
that they shall rise, not in judgment, but
in condemnation ; for God needs not long
scrutiny, but close on the resurrection of the

ungodly follows also their punishment. And
if it is said. The dead shall not praise Thee, O
Lord, this shews, that since in this life only is

the appointed time for repentance and pardon,
for which they who enjoy it shall praise the

Lord, it remains not after death for them who
have died in sins to give praise as the receivers

of a blessing, but to bewail themselves ; for

praise belongs to them who give thanks, but
to them who are under the scourge, lamenta-
tion. Therefore the just then oft"er praise ; but
they who have died in sins have no further

season for confession 1

15. And respecting that passage. If a man
go down to the gra'c'C, he shall come up no more,

observe what follows, for it is written, lie shall

come up no more, neither shall he return to his

otiin house. For since the whole world shall

pass away, and every house shall be destroyed,

how shall he return to his own house, there

being henceforth a new and different earth ?

But they ought to have heard Job, saying, For
there is hope of a tree; for if it be cut down, it will

sprout agaiii, and the tender branch thereof will

not cease. For though the root thereof 7oax old

in the earth, and the stock thereof die in the rocky

ground; yet J'rom the scent of water it will

bud, and bring forth a crop like a new plant.

But man when he dies, is gone ; andwhen t/iortal

man falls, is he no more^ I As it were remon-

strating and reproving (for thus ought we to

9 The anomalous construction orav yeypanrai .... Kai airiiT-

Two-ti/ nuiy be expl.Tinctl by the considcr.-ition. that the uncertainty

expressed in orai/ attaches only to the latter Verb. See Winer's

GraiiuiiarofN. T. (hrck, W III. sect. xlii. 5.

' I's. i . 5 : The wicked shaU not stand in titcjudgment (R.V.;.

- Job vii. 9. 3 I's. cxv. 17.

4 As to the bearing of this passage on the doctrine of Purgatory

and prayer for the dead sec note on x.xiii. 10.

5 Job xiv. 7—10.
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read tlie words is no more with an interroga-

tion ^)\ he says since a tree falls and revives,

shall not man, for whom all trees were made,
himself revive? And that thou mayest not
suppose that I am forcing the words, read
what follows ; for after saying by way of ques-
tion^ When mortal man falls, is he no more 1 he
says. For if a man die, he shall live again 7 / and
immediately he adds, I will 7oait till I be made
again^ ; and again elsewhere, Who shall raise

tip on the earth my skin, 7(.<hich endures these

things'^. And Esaias the Prophet says, The dead
men shall rise again, and they that are in the

tombs shall awake \ And the Prophet Ezekiel,

now before us, says most plainly. Behold I will

open your graves, and bring you up out of your
graves ^. And Daniel says, Ma7ty of them that
sleep in the dust of the earth shall arise, some to

everlasting life, and some to everlasting shame 3.

1 6. And many Scriptures there are which
testify of the Resurrection of the dead ; for

there are many other sayings on this matter.

But now, by way of remembrance only, we will

make a passing mention of the raising of
Lazarus on the fourth day; and just allude,

because of the shortness of the time,

to the widow's son also who was raised,

and merely for the sake of reminding you, let

me mention the ruler of the synagogue's
daughter, and the rending of the rocks, and
how there arose many bodies of the saints

luhich slept 4, their graves having been opened.
But specially be it remembered that Christ

has been raised from the dead^. I speak but
in passing of Elias, and the widow's son whom
he raised ; of Elisseus also, who raised the

dead twice; once in his lifetime, and once
after his dentli. For when alive he wrought
the resurrection by means of his own soul ^

;

but that not the souls only of the just might be
honoured, but that it might be believed that in

the bodies also of the just there lies a power,
the corpse which was cast into the sepulchre of

Elisseus, when it touched the dead body of the

prophet, was quickened, and the dead body of

the prophet did the work of the soul, and that

which was dead and buried gave life to the

dead, and though it gave life, yet continued
itself among the dead. Wherefore ? Lest if

Elisseus should rise again, the work should be

6 Tlicre is no iiiJication of a question in the Septu.igint version
of the p.-issage, which means in the Hebrew, and ivlurc is he ?

(A.V. and _R.V.) : Vulg. nl'i, qiktso, est ?

7 Job xiv. 14 : For ifa iinDi die, shall he live again? (A.V.
and H.V.). By omitting the interrogation here, and inserting it

above in v. lo, Cyril exactly inverts the meaning.
8 lb. V. 14: (A.V.) All the days of my apJ>ointed iiinc

(R.V. ofviy ivar/are)-wiil I -vnif, till my change (R.V. release)
come.

9 Job xix. 26 : (R.V.) and that he shall stand iij> al the last
upon the earth : and after my skin hath been thus destroyed, d-=r.

Cyril, as usual, follows tlic Scptnagint. ' Is. xxvi. 19.
- Ezek. xxxvii. 12. 3 Dan. xii. 2. 4 Matt, xxvii. 52.

5 I Cor, XV. 20, ^ 2 Kin^s iv. 34.

ascribed to his soul alone ; and to shew, that

even though the soul is not present, a virtue

resides in the body of the saints, because of

the righteous soul which has for so many years

dwelt in it, and used it as its minister 7, And
let us not foolishly disbelieve, as though this

thing had not happened : for if handkerchiefs
and aprons, which are from without, touching
the bodies of the diseased, raised up the sick,

how much more should the very body of the

Prophet raise the dead ?

17. And with respect to these instances we
might say much, rehearsing in detail the mar-
vellous circumstances of each event ; but as you
have been already wearied both by the super-

posed fast of the Preparation^, and by the watch-

ings 9, let what has been cursorily spoken con-

cerning them suflice for a while ; these words
having been as it were sown thinly, that you,

receiving the seed like richest ground, may in

bearing fruit increase them. But be it remem-
bered, that the Apostles also raised the dead

;

Peter raised Tabitha in Joppa, and Paul raised

Eutychus in Troas ; and thus did all the other

Apostles, even though the wonders wrought by
each have not all been written. Eurther,

remember all the sayings in the first Epistle to

the Corinthians, which Paul wrote against them
who said, Hoic are the dead raised, and with

7 "The worship of relics, and the belief in them as remedies
and a protection against evil, originated in the 4th century.
They first (?) appear in writings, none of which are earlier than
the year 370: but they prevailed rapidly when they had once
taken root" (.Scudamore, Diet. Chr. Antiq. "Relics," p. J770).

Bingham (Ant. xxiii. 4, § 7) quotes a law of Theodosius, "that
no one should remove any dead body that was buried, from one
place to another ; that no one should sell or buy the relics of
Martyrs : but if any one was minded to build over the grave,
where a martyr was buried, a church to be called a marlyriiim,
in respect to him, he should have liberty to do it." The law
wholly failed to suppress a superstition which was sanctioned
by such men as Cyril, Basil, Chiysostom, Ambrose, and .\ugustine.

8 €K Tri<; U7rep0e<re<«)s T^s vr)ariia.<; T>js irapacr/ceu>^9, Ed. Bened.
"The ecclesiastical term ttjs u;rep0e'<rews we have rendered, ac-

cording to the interpretation received among the Latins, by the
word ' superpositio.' The ancients meant by it a fast continued for

two or three days without food. Moreover, since (he great week
v.as observed with severer fastings, there were many who passed
either the whole week or four, three, or two days, namely the
Preparation and the Holy Sablath Easter Eve), entirely fasting,

as is testified by S. IreuDcus (Euseb. Hist. V. 24) and others.
The continuance of the fast throughout the Friday and Saturday
w.as higldy approved, as may be seen from the Apostolical Con-
stitutions, V. 18." The passage referred to is as follows: "Do
you therefore fast on the days of the Passover, beginning from the
second day of the week until the Preparation and the Sabbath,
six days, making use only of bread, and salt, and herbs, and water
for your drink : but abstain on these days from wine and (Icsh, for

they are days of lamentation and not of fasting. Do ye who are able
fast throughout the Preparation and the Sabbath entirely, tasting
nothing till the cockcrowing at night ; but if any one is not able
to combine them both, let the Sabbath at least be observed."

9 The fast of the Great Sabbath was to be continued through
the night, as prescribed in the Afiost. Const. V. 19: "Continue
until cock-crowing and break off your fast at dawn of the first day
of the week, which is the Lord's day, keeping awake from evening
until cock-crowing : and assembling together in the Church,
watch and pray and beseech God, in your nightlong vigil, reading
the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms, until the crow ing of the
cocks : and after baptizing your Catechumens, and reading the
Gospel in fear and trembling, and speaking to the people the
things pertaining to salvation, so ce.ise from your mourning."
A chief reason for the watching was that Christ was expected
to return at the same hour in which He rose. On the meaning of
"superposition" sec Routh's unte on the Synodical Epistle of
Iren.uus to Victor of Rome {Kelt. Sac. ii. p. 45, ss.), and the
pass.age of Dionysius of Alexandria there quoted.
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7i<Iiat manner of bcdy do they come ' ? And how
he says, For if the dead rise not, then is not

Christ raised-; and how he called them yivA" 3,

who believed not ; and remember the whole of

his teaching there concerning the resurrection

of the dead, and how he wrote to the Thcssa-

lonians, But we 70ould 7iot haveyou to l>e ignorant,

brethren, concerning them 'which are ash'ep, that

ye sorrow not, rcen as the rest which have no

ho/>e*, and all that follows : but chiefly that. And
the dead in Christ shall rise first 5.

18. But especially mark this, how very

pointedly" Paul says, For this corruptible must

put on incorrnption, and this mortal must put

on immortality 7. For this body shall be raised,

not remaining weak as now ; but raised the very

same body, though by putting on incorrnption it

shall befashionedanew^,—as iron blendingwith

fire becomes fire, or rather as He knows how, the

Lord who raises us. This body therefore shall

be raised, but it shall abide not such as it now
is, but an eternal body ; no longer needing for

its life such nourishment as now, nor stairs for

its ascent, for it shall be made spiritual, a mar-

vellous thing, such as we cannot worthily speak

of. Then, it is said, shall the righteous shine

forth as the sun^, and the moon, and as the

brightness of thefirmament ^°. And God, fore-

knowing men's unbelief, has given to little

worms in the summer to dart beams of light

from their body', that from what is seen, that

which is looked for might be believed ; for He
who gives in part is able to give the whole

also, and He who made the worm radiant with

light, will much more illuminate a righteous

man
19. We shall be raised therefore, all with

our bodies eternal, but not all with bodies

alike : for if a man is righteous, he will receive

a heavenly body, that he may be able worthily

to hold converse with Angels ; but if a man is

a sinner, he shall receive an eternal body, fitted

to endure the penalties of sins, that he may
burn eternally in fire, nor ever be consumed 2.

And righteously will God assign this portion to

either company ; for we do nothing without

the body. We blaspheme with the mouth,
and with the mouth we pray. With the body
we commit fornication, and with the body we
keep chastity. With the hand we rob, and by
the hand we bestow alms ; and the rest in like

» lb. V. 16. 3 lb. V. 36.

5 lb. V. 16.

» I Cor. XV. 35.
4 I Thess. iv. 13.
6 fiOVOVOVXl JaKTuAoSflKTWJ'
7 I Cor. XV. 53.
8 |iit7-ojroi«tToi. The meaning of tliis word as applied to the

Eiicharistic elements is fully discussed, and illustrated from its

use by Cyril and other Fathers, by Dr. Pusey {Real Presence,
p. 189).

9 Matt. xiii. 43. '0 Dan. xii. 3.
' Cyril refers to the glow-worm (jru-/oKaix-itC<;, Aristot. Ilisl.

Animal. V. 19. 14), or some other species of Lampyris (Arist.

de Partilus Animal. I. 3. 3). « Cf. Cat. iv. 31.

manner. Since then the body has been our

minister in all things, it shall also share with

us in the future the fruits of the past -\

20. Therefore, brethren, let us be careful of

our bodies, nor misuse them as though not our
own. Let us not say like the heretics, that

this vesture of the body belongs not to us, but
let us be careful of it as our own ; for we must
give account to the Lord of all things done
through the body. Say not, none seclh me

;

think not, that there is no witness of the deed.

Human witness oftentimes there is not ; but

He who fashioned us, an unerring witness,

abides faithful in heaven , and beholds what
thou doest. And the stains of sin also remain
in the body ; for as when a wound has gone
deep into the body, even if there has been
a healing, the scar remains, so sin wounds soul

and body, and the marks of its scars remain in

all ; and they are removed only from those who
receive the washing of Baptism. The past

wounds therefore of soul and body God heals

by Baptism ; against future ones let us one
and all jointly guard ourselves, that we may
keep this vestment of the body pure, and
may not for practising fornication and sensual

indulgence or any other sin for a short season,

lose the salvation of heaven, but may inherit

the eternal kingdom of God ; of which may
God, of His own grace, deem all of you
worthy.

21. Thus much in proof of the Resurrection

of the dead ; and now, let me again recite to

you the profession of the faith, and do you
with all diligence pronounce it while I speak ^,

and remember it.

22. The Faith which we rehearse contains

in order the following, " And in one Baptism
OF REPENTANCE FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS;

AND IN ONE Holy Catholic Church ; and
IN THE RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH; AND
IN ETERNAL LIFE." Now of Baptism and
repentance I have spoken in the earliest Lec-

tures ; and my present remarks concerning

the resurrection of the dead have been made
with reference to the Article "In the resur-

rection of the flesh." Now then let me finish

what still remains to be said for the Article,

" Li one Holy Catholic Church," on which,

though one might say many things, we will

speak but briefly.

23. It is called Catholic then because it

3 Ttbu yevoiJ-ttfiav. With the reading •yu'0|u.eVwc(Codd. Monn.
Vind.), the meaning will be

—"share witli us in the fiilure wlial

sliall happen to us then." On the argument of this section com-

pare the passages quoted on § 4, note 7.

4 Ps. Ixxxix. 37.
, ,

5 Cat. V. 12, notes 7 and 4. Cf. Plal% Thcaet. 204 c : t/)

txdcTTijs Ae'fewv, "each time we .speak."
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extends over all the world, from one end of

the earth to the otlier ; and because it teaches
universally and completely one and all the
doctrines which ought to come to men's know-
ledge, concerning things both visible and in-

visible, heavenly and earthly''; and because it

brings into subjection to godliness the whole
race of mankind, governors and governed,
learned and unlearned ; and because it uni-

versally treats and heals the whole class of

sins, which arc committed by soul or body,
and possesses in itself every form of virtue

which is named, both in deeds and words, and
in every kind of spiritual gifts.

24. And it is rightly named (Ecclesia) because
it calls forth ^ and assembles together all men

;

according as the Lord says in Leviticus, And
make an assemblyfor all the congregaiion at the

door ofthe tabernacle ofwitness ^. And it is to be
noted, that the word assemble, is used for the

first time in the Scriptures here, at the time

when the Lord puts Aaron into the High-
priesthood. And in Deuteronomy also the

Lord says to Moses, Assemble the people itnto

Me, and lei tJieni hear My words, that they may
learn to fear Me ^. And he again mentions the

name of the Church, when he says concerning

the Tables, And on them were written all the

7oords which the Lord spake with you in the

mount out of the midst of thefire in the day of
the Assembly '^° ; as if he had said more plainly,

in the day in which ye were called and
gathered together by God. The Psalmist also

says, / will give thav.ks unto Thee, O Lord, in

thegreat Cojigregaiion ; I willpraise Thee among
much people ^

25. Of old the Psalmist sang. Bless ye God
in the congregations, even the Lord, (ye that are)

from the fountains of Lsrael^. But after the

Jews for the plots which they made against

the Saviour were cast away from His grace,

the Saviour built out of the Gentiles a second

Holy Church, the Church of us Christians,

concerning which he said to Peter, And upon

this rock I 7oill build My Church, and the

gates of hell shall not prevail against if^^.

And David prophesying of both these, said

plainly of the first which was rejected, / have

hated the Congregation of evil doers + ; but of

6 i;isho]) Liglitfo3l {Ignatius, ad .Smyina;os, viii.) traces the
original and later senses of the word "Catholic" very fully.
" In its earliest usages, therefore, as a fluctuating epithet of
ckkAtjitio, ' catholic ' means ' universal,' as opposed to " individual,'

'particidar.' In its later sense, as a fixed nttribnte, it implies
orthodoxy as opposed to heresy, conformity as opposed to di>sent."
Commenting on this passage of Cyril, tlie Bishop adds that "these
two latter reasons, that it (the Church) is comprehensive in doc-
trine, and tliat it is universal in application, can only be regarded
as secondary glosses."

7 iKKaXtlaOai.. Cf. Heb. xii. 23.
8 Lev. viii. 3 : iKK\y\criu.<rov.

9 Dcut. iv. 10. '" ih. ix. 10: (KK\-ri<jiai;.

I Ps. xxxv. 18; Ilcb. ii. 12. - I's. Ixviii. 26: iv iKKXrjtriai';.

Matt. xvi. 18. 4 Ts. xxvi. 5.

the second which is built up he says in the

same Psalm, Lord, I have loved the beauty of
Thine house 5; and immediately afterwards. Ln
the Congregations 7uill I bless thee, O Lord ^. Yox
now that the one Church in Judrea is cast

off, the Churches of C'hrist are increased over
all the world ; and of them it is said in the

Psalms, Sing unto the L.ord a nezv song, Lfis

praise in the Congregation of Saints 7. Agree-
ably to which the prophet also said to the

Jews, / have no pleasure in you, saith the Lord
Almighty^ ; and immediately afterwards. For
from the rising of the sun even unto the going
down of the same. My name is glorified among
the Gentiles 9. Concerning this Holy Catholic
Church Paul writes to Timothy, That thou may-
est kno7v how thou oughtest to behave thyself in

the House of God, 7i'hich is the Church of the

Living God, the pillar and ground of the truth''.

26. But since the word Ecclesia is applied

to different things (as also it is written of

the multitude in the theatre of the Ephe-
sians, And when he had thus spoken, he dis-

missed the Assembly'^), and since one might
properly and truly say that there is a Church

of evil doers, I mean the meetings of the here-

tics, the Marcionists and INLanichees, and the

rest, for this cause the Faith has securely

delivered to thee now the Article, " And in one
Holy Catholic Church ; " that thou mayest
avoid their wretched meetings, and ever abide

with the Holy Church Catholic in which thou
wast regenerated. And if ever thou art sojourn-

ing in cities, inquire not simply where the Lord's

House is (for the other sects of the profane

also attemjot to call their own dens houses

of the Lord), nor merely where the Church is,

but where is the Catholic Church. For this

is the peculiar name of this Holy Church, the

mother of us all, which is the spouse of our

Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son of

God (for it is written. As Christ also loved the

Church and gave LLimself for it^, and all the

rest,) and is a figure and copy oi Jerusalem
wliich is above, 7^'hich is free, and the mother

of us all"^ ; which before was barren, but now
has many children.

27. For when the first Church was cast off,

in the second, which is the Catholic Cliurch,

God hatli set, as Paul says, first Apostles^

secondly Prophets, thirdly teachers, then inir-

acles, then gifts of healings, helps, govern-

ments, divers kinds of tongues 5, and every

sort of virtue, I mean wisdom and under-

standing, temperance and justice, mercy and
loving-kindness, and patience unconquerable

5 Ps. xxvi. 8: Sept. eiin-peVciai'. R.V. and A.V. "habitation.''
6 lb. z'. 12. 7 Ps. cxlix. I. 8 Mai. i. lo.

9 lb. V. II. » I Tim. iii. 15. 2 Acts xix. 14.

3 Eph. V. 25. • Gal. iv. 26. S i Cor. xii. 28,
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in persecutions. She, l>y the armour of rii^/ii-

eoiisncss on the right hand and on the k/t,

by honour and dishonour ^', in former days amid
persecutions and tribulations crowned the holy

martyrs with the varied and blooming chaplets

of patience, and now in times of peace by
God's grace receives her due honours from

hi/r^^s and those -who are in high phtce t, and
from every sort and kindred of men. And
while the kings of particular nations have
bounds set to their authority, the Holy Church
Catholic alone extends her power without

limit over the whole world
; for God, as it

is written, hath made her border peace^. But

I should need many more hours for my dis-

course, if I wished to speak of all things which
concern her.

2S. In this Holy Catholic Church receiving

instruction and behaving ourselves virtuously,

we shall attain the kingdom of heaven, and
inherit eternal life ; for which also we
endure all toils, that we may be made par-

takers thereof from the Lord. For ours is no
trifling aim, but our endeavour is for eternal life.

Wherefore in the profession of the Faith, after

the words, "And in the resurrection of

THE flesh," that is, of the dead (of which

we have discoursed), we are taught to believe

also " In the life Eternal," for which as

Christians we are striving.

29. The real and true life then is the

Father, who through the Son in the Holy
Spirit pours forth as from a fountain His

heavenly gifts to all ; and through His love to

man, the blessings of the life eternal are pro-

mised without fail to us men also. We must

not disbelieve the possibility of this, but

having an eye not to our own weakness but

to His power, we must believe
; for with God

all things are possible. And that this is pos-

sible, and that we may look for eternal life,

Daniel declares, And of the many righteous

shall they shine as the stars for ever and ever 9.

And Paul says. And so shall we be ever with

the Lord^ : for the beingfor ever ivith the Lord
implies the life eternal. But most plainly

of all the Saviour Himself says in the Gospel,

And these shall go away into eternal punish-

ment, but the righteous into life eternal''.

30. And many are the proofs concerning

the life eternal. And when we desire to

gain this eternal life, the sacred Scriptures

suggest to us the ways of gaining it ; of which,

because of the length of our discourse, the

texts we now set before you shall be but few,

the rest being left to the search of the diligent.

They declare at one time that it is by faith
;

for it is written, lie that bclievcth on the Son
hath eternal life 3, and what follows ; and
again He says Himself, Verily, verily, I say

unto you, He that hearclh My word, and be-

licveth Him that sent life, hath eternal life*,

and the rest. At another time, it is by the

preaching of the Gospel ; for He says, that He
that rcapclh receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit
unto life eternal'^. At another time, by martyr-

dom and confession in Christ's name ; for He
says, And he that hateth his life in this world,

shall keep it unto life eternal^. And again, by
preferring Christ to riches or kindred ; And
every ofie that hath forsaken brethren, or sisters t,

and the x&st, shall inherit eternal life. More-
over it is by keeping the commandments,
Thou shall not commit adultery. Thou shall not

kill^, and the rest which follow; as He answered

to him that came to Him, and said. Good
Master, what shall I do that I may have eternal

life') ? But further, it is by departing from evil

works, and henceforth serving God ; for Paul

says, But 7iow being made free from sin, and
become seiva)its to God, ye have your fruit unto

sanctifcation, and the end eternal life '.

31. And the ways of finding eternal life are

many, though I have passed over them by
reason of their number. For the Lord in His
loving-kindness has opened, not one or two

only, but many doors, by which to enter into

the life eternal, that, as far as lay in Him,
all miglit enjoy it without hindrance. Thus
much have we for the present spoken within

compass concerning the life eternal, which

is the last doctrine of those professed in the

Faith, and its termination ; which life may we
all, both teachers and hearers, by God's grace

enjoy

!

32. And now, brethren beloved, the word

of instruction exhorts you all, to prepare your

souls for the reception of the heavenly gifts.

As regards the Holy and Apostolic Faith de-

livered to you to profess, we have spoken

through the grace of the Lord as many Lectures,

as was possible, in these past days of Lent ; not

that this is all we ought to have said, for many
are the points omitted ; and these perchance are

thought out better by more excellent teaclicrs.

But now the holy day of the Passover is at

hand, and ye, beloved^ in Christ, are to be

enlightened by the Laver of regeneration. Ye
shall therefore again be taught what is requi-

6 2 Cor. vi. 7, 8.

9 Dan. xii. 3, Sept.

7 I Tim. ii. 2.

I Thcss. iv. 17.

8 Ps. cxlvii. 14.
= Matt. XXV. 46.

3 John iii. 36. 4 lb. v. 24. 5 lb. iv. 36.

6 lb. xii. 25. 7 Matt. xix. 29. 8 lb. vv. iC— 18.

9 Mark X. 17. _ _ _ ;
Rom. yi. 22.

2 TTJs vjuterepo? eV Xpi(TT(() ayaTT))?. Cf. Cat. xvii. r, note i.

Athan.ii//i-/. ad J'./>ict.^2 : napa jy a-rj eeom^da. adSerap. iv. i :

jTOpa T)^9 <r»J9 tuAo/SJet'cx?.
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site, if God so will ; with how great devotion
and order you must enter in when summoned,
for what purpose each of the holy mysteries of

Baptism is performed, and with what reverence
and order you must go from Baptism to the
Holy Altar of God, and enjoy its spiritual

and heavenly mysteries ; that your souls being
previously enlightened by the word of doc-
trine, ye may discover in each particular the

greatness of the gifts bestowed on you by
God.

33. And after Easter's Holy Day of sal-

vation, ye shall come on each successive day,

beginning from the second day of the week,
after the assembly into the Holy Place
of the Resurrection 3, and there, if God
permit, ye shall hear other Lectures ; in which
ye shall again be taught the reasons of

every thing which has been done, and shall

receive the proofs thereof from the Old and
New Testaments,—first, of the things done
just before Baptism,—next, how ye were
cleansed from your sins by the Lord, hy iJie

7vashi7!g of^tmter with the word'',—and how like

Priests ye have become partakers of the Name
of Christ,—and how the Seal of the fellowship

of the Holy Ghost was given to you,—and
concerning the mysteries at the Altar of the New
Testament, which have taken their beginning
from this place, both what the Divine Scriptures

have delivered to us, and what is the power of

these mysteries, and how ye must approach
them, and when and how receive them ;—and
at the end of all, how for the time to come
ye must behave yourselves worthily of this

grace both in words and deeds, that you may
all be enabled to enjoy the life everlasting.

And these things shall be spoken, if it be
God's pleasure.

34. Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord
ahoay ; again I ivill say, Rejoice : for your ix-

dcmjition hath drawn nigh s, and the heavenly
host of the Angels is waiting for your sal-

vation. And there is now the voice of one
crying in the wilder>icss, Prepare ye the way of
the Lord^ ; and the Prophet cries, Ho, ye that

thirst, come ye to the waters ; and immediately
afterwards, HearJicn iinto me, and ye shall eat

that 7i.'hich is good, and your sotil shall delight

Itself in good things ^. And within a little while
ye shall hear that excellent lesson which says,

Shine, shine, O thou new Jerusalem ; for thy

3 The place meant is not the Church of the Resurrection
ill whicli tlic Service hr\d liccn held, but the Anastasis or actual
cave of the Resurrection, which Constanline had so cnlarqed
by additional works, that a discourse to the people could be held
tlicre : for Jerome {/•'/>isi. 6i) relates that ICpiphaiiius had preached
in that i)lace in front of the Lord's sepulchre to clergy and people
ill the hearing of John tlie IJishop (iJen. Kd.).

4 ]Cpli. V. 26.

5 Phil. iii. i ; and iv. 4 ; Luke xxi. 28. 6 Is. xl. 3.

7 lb. Iv. I. 8 lb. V. 2.

light is come'). Of this Jerusalem the prophet
hath said. And aftcrraards thou shall be called

the city of righteousness, Zion, the faithful
mother of cities ' / because of the laiv which
zvent forth out of Zion, and the ivord of the

Lord from Jerusalem'^, which word has from
hence been showered forth on the whole world.

To her the Prophet also says concerning you,

Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold thy

children gathered together '^ ; and she answers,
saying, Who are these that fly as a cloud,

and as doves with their young ones to me 1

{clouds, because of their spiritual nature, and
doves, from their purity). And again, she says,

IVho kno7iieth such things ? or who hath seen it

thus ? did ever a land bringforth in one day ? or

was ever a nation born all at once ? for as

soon as Zio7i travailed, she brought forth her

children 5. And all things shall be filled with

joy unspeakable because of the Lord who said.

Behold, L create Jerusalem a rejoicing; and her

people a joy ^.

35. And may these words be spoken now
again over you also. Sing, O heavens, and be

joyful, O earth; and \\\en;for the Lord hath

had mercy on LLis people, and conforted the

lotvly of LLis peopleT. And this shall come
to pass through the loving-kindness of God,
who says to you. Behold, L will blot out as

a cloud thy transgressiojis, and as a thick

cloud thy sins ^. But ye w'ho have been
counted worthy of the name of Faithful (of

whom it is written. Upon My servants shall

be called a new name which shall be blessed

on the earth 9,) ye shall say with gladness,

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us tvith every

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in

Christ ' .• in whom we have our redemption

through LLis blood, the forgiveness of our sins,

accoj-ding to the riches of LLis grace, ivheretJi

LLe abounded towards us ^, and what follows

;

and again, But God being rich in mercy, for
LLis great love wherewith LLe loved us, when
we were dead through our trespasses, quickened

us together with Christ^, and the rest. And
again in like manner praise ye the Lord of

all good things, saying. But when the kind-

ness of God our Saviour, and LLis love to-

wards man appeared, not by 7vorks of right-

eousness which we had done, but according

to LLis mercy Lie saved us, through the wash-
ing of regejieration, and renewing of the LLoly

Ghost, which LLe shed on us abundantly

through Jesus Christ our Saviour, that being

9 Is. Ix. 1. I lb. i. 26. 2 lb. ii. 3. 3 lb. xlix. i8.
4 lb. Ix. 8. S lb. Ivvi. 8. 6 n,. ixv. 18.
7 lb, xlix. 13. 8 Is. xliv, 22. 9 lb. Ixv, 13,
» Kjih. i. 3. 2 lb. V. 7. 3 lb. ii. 4.



LECTURE XVIII. u:

justified by His grace, 7(.v ;///,/// be made
heirs, aceordiiii:; to liope, of eternal life •». And
may God Himself the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give unto

you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in

the kno'iC'ledge of Himself, the eyes of your
understanding being enlightened^, and may He
ever keep you in good works, and words, and
thoughts ; to Whom be glory, honour, and
power, through our Lord Jesus Christ, with

4 Tit. iii. 4. 5 Eph. i. 17, i8.

the Holy Ghost, now and ever, and unto all

the endless ages of eternity. Amen ^

6 "At tlie ciul of this Lecture in the older of the Munich MSS.
there is the foUowinsj addition : Many other [.ecturos were de-
livered year by year, both before liaiitism and after tlie neophytes
had been baptized. Bnt these alone were taken down when
spoken and written by some of t!ie earnest students in the year
352 of the advent of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. And in
these you will find partly discussions of all the necessary doctrines
of the Faith which on^ht to be known to men, and answers to the
Greeks, and to those ot the Circumcision, and to the Heresies, and
the moral precepts of Christians of all kinds, by the ^race of God.
The year 352 according to the computation of the Greeks is the
year 360 of the Christian era" (Rupp).

The date at which the Lectures were delivci-ed cannot possibly
be so late as is here stated. See the section of the Introduction
on the "Date."



FIVE CATECHETICAL LECTURES
OF

THE SAME AUTHOR,

TO The Newly Baptized ^

.

LECTURE XIX.

FIRST LECTURE ON THE MYSTERIES.

With a Lesson from the First General Epistle of Peter, beginning at

Be sober, he vigihvif, to the end of the Epistle.

T. T HAVE long been wisliing, O true-born

and dearly beloved chiUlren of the Church, to

discourse to you concerning tliese spiritual and
heavenly Mysteries ; but since I well knew that

seeing is far more persuasive than hearing, I

waited for the present season ; that finding you
more open to the influence of my words from
your present experience, I might lead you by
the hand into the brighter and more fragrant

meadow of the Paradise before us ; especially

as ye have been made fit to receive the

more sacred Mysteries, after having been found
worthy of divine and life-giving Baptism ^.

Since therefore it remains to set before you
a table of the more perfect instructions, let us

now teach you these things exactly, that ye may
know the effect 3 wrought upon you on that

evening of your baptism.

2. First ye entered into the vestibule ^ of the

' This general title of the five following Lectures is omittcj in

many MSS. " In Cod. Ottob. at the end of the special title of this
first Mystagogic Lecture, after the words " to the end of the
Epistle," there follows the statement "Of the same author Cyril,
and of John the Bishop" (Bened. Ed.). See Index, Aut/icnticity.

= This Lecture was delivered on the Monday after Easter
in the Holy .Sepulchre : see Cat. xviii. 33.

3 Tr)v ciJ-^aa-iv rrju .... yeyei'Tjuiuriv, is found in all the MSS.
" Nevertlicless it woidd seem that we ought to read tuiv . . . .

yeyevr)txeyoi>v, which Grodecq either read or substituted " (Ben. Ed.).
With the proposed reading the meaning would be—"the signi-
ficance of the things done to you," which agrees better with the
meaning of <iix<fia(m.

A Tor TTpoauAioi', called below in § 11 "the outer chamber."
Cf. Procat. § I, note 3. It appears from Tertullian, /)«' Corcnn,
§ 3, that the renunciation was made first in tlie Chuich, and after-
wards in the Baptistery :

" When we arc going to enter the water,
at that moment as well as just before in the Cluncli under the
hand of the President, we solemnly profess that wc disown tlie

devil, and his pomp, and his angels."

Baptistery, and there facing towards the West
ye listened to the command to stretch forth

your hand, and as in the presence of Satan ye
renounced him. Now ye must know that this

figure is found in ancient history. For when
Pharaoh, that most bitter and cruel tyrant,

was oppressing the free and high-born people of

the Hebrews, God sent Moses to bring them
out of the evil bondage of the Egyptians. Then
the door-posts were anointed with the blood
of a lamb, that the destroyer might flee from
the houses wliich had the sign of the blood

;

and the Hebrew people was marvellously

delivered. The enemy, however, after their

rescue, pursued after t/ieiii s, and saw the sea

wondrously parted for them ; nevertheless he
went on, following close in their footsteps, and
was all at once overwhelmed and cngulphed in

the Red Sea.

3. Now turn from the old to the new,

from the figure to the reality. There we have
Moses sent from God to Egypt ; here, Christ,

sent forth from His Father into the world :

there, that Moses might lead forth an afflicted

people out of Egypt ; here, that Cluist might
rescue those who are oppressed in the world
under sin : there, the blood of a lamb was the

spell against ^ the destroyer ; here, the blood of

the Lamb without blemisli Jesus Christ is made
the charm to scared e\ il spirits : there, the tyrant

5 E X. .\iv. 9, 23. aTTOrpo—aior.
7 </)vyaScuTr;,9ioi', the word commonly used in the Scptungint
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was pursuing that ancient people even to the

sea; and here the daring and shameless spirit,

the author of evil, was following thee even to

the very streams of salvation. The tyrant of old

was drowned in the sea ; and this present one
disappears in the water of salvation.

4. But nevertheless thou art bidden to say,

with arm outstretched towards him as though
he were present, " I renounce thee, Satan."

I wish also to say wherefore ye stand facing

to the West ; for it is necessary. Since the

West is the region of sensible darkness, and
he being darkness has his dominion also in

darkness, therefore, looking with a symbolical

meaning towards the West, ye renounce that

dark and gloomy potentate. What then did

each of you stand up and say ? "I renounce
thee, Satan,"—thou wicked and most cruel

tyrant I meaning, " I fear thy might no longer
;

for that Christ hath overthrown, having par-

taken with me of flesh and blood, that through
these He iiiii;/i/ by death destroy death ^, that I

might not be made subject to bondage for ever."
" I renounce thee,"—thou crafty and most
subtle serpent. "I renounce thee,"—plotter as

thou art, who under the guise of friendshij:)

didst contrive all disobedience, and work apos-

tasy in our first parents. "I renounce thee,

Satan,"—the artificer and abettor of all wicked-
ness.

5. Then in a second sentence thou art

taught to say, ''and all thy works." Now the

works of Satan are all sin, which also thou
must renounce;—just as one who has escaped
a tyrant has surely escaped his weapons also.

All sin therefore, of every kind, is included
in the works of the devil. Only know this

;

that all that thou sayest, especially at that most
thrilling hour, is written in God's books

;

when therefore thou doest any thing contrary

to these promises, thou shalt be judged as a
transgressor'). Thou renouncest therefore the

works of Satan ; I mean, all deeds and
thoughts which are contrary to reason.

6. I'hen thou sayest, " And all his pomp '."

Now the pomp of the devil is the madness of

theatres % and horse-races, and hunting, and all

for "a city of refuse." Bat the Verb <^uyiS6i,'« is Transitive
in 2 Mace. ix. 4, as well as in Xenophon and Demosthenes. The
application of the blood of Christ in Baptism is represented by
marking the sign of the Cross on the forehead. Compare the lines

of Prudentius quoted by the Benedictine Editor :

" Passio qux nostram defendit sanguine frontcm,
Corporeamque domum signato collinit ore."

8 Heb. ji. 14, 15. 9 Gal. ii. 18.

' Herod. II. 58 :
" The Egyptians were the first to introduce

solemn assemblies (iraiajyupis) and processions (jro^iTra?)." At
Rome the term "pompa" was applied especially to the procession
with which the Ludi Circenses were opened, and also to any
grand ceremony or pageant.

2 flcaTponai/coi. Cf. Tertull. Apologet. },'&; " We renounce all

your spei;tacles. . . . Among us nothing is ever said, or seen, or
heard, which has anything in common with the madness of the
Circus, the immodesty of the theatre, the atrocities of the arena,
theuselessexerciscsof the wrestling-ground." He calls the theatre

VOL. VII.

such vanity : from which that holy man pray-
ing to be delivered says unto God, Turn
aicay mine eyesfrom beholding canity 3. Be not
interested in the madness of the theatre, where
thou wilt behold the wanton gestures of the
players •>, carried on with mockeries and all

unseemliness, and tlie frantic dancing of effem-
inate men 5 ;—nor in the madness of them wiio
in hunts ^ expose themselves to wild beasts, that
they may pamper their miserable appetite;
who, to serve their belly with meats, become
themselves in reality meat for the belly of
untamed beasts; and to speak justly, for the
sake of their own god, their belly, they cast

away their life headlong in single combats 7,

Shun also horse-races tliat frantic and soul-

subvcrLing spectacle^. For all these are the
pomp of the devil.

7. Moreover, the things which are hung up at

idol festivals?, either meat or bread, or other such
things polluted by the invocation of the unclean
spirits, are reckoned in the pomp of the devil.

For as the Bread and Wine of the Eucharist

"that citadel of all impurities," Dc S/>c\-tac.i!is, c. lo, "im-
modesty's peculiar abode," c. 17, and gives a vivid description
of the rage and fury of the Circus in c. 16. 3 Ps. cxix. 37.

4 ij.Cij.(,)v, the name either of a species of low comedy, "con-
sisting more of gestures and mimicry than of spoken dialogue,"
or of the persons who acted in them. Cyril's description of tlie

coarse and indecent character of the mimes is more than justified
by the impartial testimony of Ovid, Trist. ii. 497 :

" Quid si scripsissem minios obsccena jocantes,
Qui semper vetiti crimen amoris habcnt ;

In quibus assidue cultus procedit adulter,
Verbaque dat stulto callida nupta viro.

Nubilis hos virgo, niatronaque, virque, puerquc
Spectat, et e magna parte Senatus adcst.

Nee satis incostis tcmerari vocibus aures ;

Assuescunt oculi multa pudenda pati."
A theatre Is mentioned as one of the buildings erected by Hadrl.nn
in his new city Aelia Capitolina built on the site of Jeru ..ilem ;

and that theatrical performances were continued in the time of
Cyril we know from the accusation that in a time of famine he
had sold one of the Church vestments, which was at"terwards used
upon the stage.

5 Lactantius, Epitome, § 63: " Histrionici etiam impudici
gestus, ([uibus infanies fceminas imitantur, libidines, qux saltando
exprimunt, decent."

^ Kui'viyeeriat?, the so-called "venationes" of the Circus in
which the " bestiarii" fought with wild beasts.

7 The "bestiarii" were feasted in public on the day before
their encounter with the beasts. See Tertull. AJ>olo«:ct. § 42 :

" I do not recline in public at the feast of Bacchus, after the
manner of the beast-fighters at their last banquet." lb. § q :

" Those also who dine on the flesh of wild beasts from the artn.i,

who have keen appetites for bear and stag." These latter, how-
ever, were chiefly the poor, to whom flesh was a raritj' : Apukiu;
IHeimn. iv. 14, quoted by Oehler.

8 i^u^cas iKTpa\rjKi.i^ov, an allusion to the risk of .a broken neck
in the chariot-race. Tertull. dc Speciaciiiis, § 9 :

" ICquestrlni^ism

was formerly practised in a simple way on horseback, and certainly

its ordinary use was innocent : but when it was dragged into the

games, it passed from .a gift of God into the service of demons."
The presiding deity of the chariot-race was Poseidon (lloni. //.

.\xiii. 307 ; Pind. Ol. i. 63 ; Pyth. vi. 50 ; Soph. (Edip. Col. 71.;),

and both this and the other shows of the Circus, and of the llieatie,

were connected with the worship of the gods of Greece and Rome,
and therefore forbidden as id' latious : "What high religious

rites, what sacrifices precede, ii.ter.ene, and follow, how many
guilds, how many priesthoods, how many services arc set astir"

(Tert. lie S/>cct. § 7).

9 Trai/ij-yupecri. The Panegyris was strictly a religious festival,

but was commonly accompanied by a great fair or market, in which
were sold not only such tilings as the worshippers mlglit nted for

their offerings, e.g. frankincense, but also the flesh of the animals

which had been sacrificed. Cf. Dictiouary 0/ Grecli niui Rom.
Atitiij. "Panegyris." Tertull. A/>oiog. § 42: "We do not go to

your spectacles : yet the articles that are sold there, if I need them,

I shall obtain more readily at their proper places. We certainly

buy no frankincense."
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Lefore the invocation of the Holy and Adora-
l)lc Trinity were simple bread and wine, while

after the invocation the Bread becomes the

Body of Clirisl, and the Wine tlie l^lood of

Christ ', so in like manner such meats bulong-

ing to the pomp of Satan, though in their own
nature simple, become profane by the invo-

cation of the evil spirit.

8. After this thou sayest, "and all thy ser-

viced" Now the service of the devil is prayer

in idol temples ; things done in honour of

lifeless idols ; the lighting of lamps ', or burning

of incense by fountains or rivers ^, as some
persons cheated by dreams or by evil spirits

do [resort to this s], thinking to find a cure even

for their bodily ailments. Go not after such

things. The watching of birds, divination,

omens, or amulets, or charms written on leaves,

sorceries, or other evil arts'', and all such

things, are services of the devil ; therefore

shun them. For if after renouncing Satan

and associating thyself with Christ 7, thou fall

under their influence, thou shalt find^ the ty-

rant more bitter
;

perchance, because he

treated thee of old as his own, and relieved

thee from his hard bondage, but has now been
greatly exasperated by thee ; so thou wilt be

bereaved of Christ, and have experience of the

other. Hast thou not heard the old history

which tells us of Lot and his daughters ? Was
not he himself saved with his daughters, when
he had gained the mountain, while his wife

became a pillar of salt, set up as a monu-
ment for ever, in remembrance of her depraved

will and her turning back. Take heed there-

fore to thyself, and turn not again to what is

I Compare St. Paul's argument against meats ofTeied to idols,

1 Cor. X. 14—21 : and on Cyril's Eucharistic doctrine, see notes on
Cat. xxii.

- The form of renunciation before Baptism is given in the
Apostolic Constitutions, VII. 41: "I renounce Satan, and his

works, and his pomps, and his services, and his angels, and his

inventions, and all things that are under l\im." Cf. Tcrtull. De
Spcctacidis, § 4 :

" When on entering the water, we make profes-

sion of the Christian faith in the words of its rule, we bear public
testinwny that wc have renounced the devil, his pomp, and his

angels."
3 Herod, ii. 62 : "At Sais, when the assembly takes place for

the sacrifices (to Minerva, or Neith), there is one night on wliich

the inhabitants all burn a multitude of lights in the open air round
tlieir houses. . . . These burn the whole night, and give to the

festival the name of the Feast of Lamjjs (Auxi'OKat?))."

4 Foiuitains and rivers had each its own deity or nymph, to

whom sacrifices were offered, and incense burned.
5 £9 toCto SLefirja-av. These words are omitted in many MSS.,

and regarded by the Benedictine Editor as a spurious adiUtion
made to complete the construction. The words ij roiavra at the
end of the sentence are better omitted, as in several good MSS.

<j Cat. iv. 37; Apost. Const, vi. : "He not a diviner, for that

leads to idolatry. . . . Thou shalt not use enchantments or pur-
gations for thy child. Thou shalt not be a soolhsayernor a dis'incr

Ijy great or little birds. Nor shalt thou learn wicked arts ; for all

these things has the Law forbidden." Deut. xviii. 10, 11.

7 A/iost. Const, vii. 41 :
" And after his renunciation let him in

liis association ((rufTa(r(ro/j.ei'os) say, I associate myself with
Christ."

8 jreipaSijrDj (Cod. Hon. i) is a better reading than Tretpao-Oijo-p.

Cf. Plat. Laches, iS3 E : -rijiv c'pywi' c-cipaPj)!'.

behind'^, having put thine hand to the plough,

and then turning back to the salt savour of

this life's doings ; but escape to the mountain,

to Jesus Christ, that stone heiun without hands'',

which has filled the world.

9. When therefore thou renounccst Satan,

utterly breaking all thy covenant with him, that

ancient league with hc/l^, there is opened to

thee the paradise of God, which He planted

towards the East, whence for his tran.sgression

our first father was banished ; and a symbol of

this was thy turning from West to East,

the place of lights. Then thou wert told

to say, " I believe in tiie Father, and in the

Son, and in the Holy (ihost, and in one
Baptism of repentance '^." Of which things we
spoke to thee at length in the former Lectures,

us God's grace allowed us.

10. Guarded therefore by these discourses,

be sober. For our adversary the devil, as was
just now read, as a roaring lion, walketh about,

seeking wJioin he may devour s. But though in

former times death was mighty and devoured,

at the holy Laver of regeneration God has

wiped away every tearfrom off allfaces ^. For
thou shalt no more mourn, now that thou hast

put off the old man ; but thou shalt keep holy-

day T, clothed in the garment of salvation ^, even

Jesus Christ.

11. And these things were done in the

outer chamber. But if God will, when in the

succeeding lectures on the Mysteries we have
entered into the Holy of Holies ?, we shall there

know the symbolical meaning of the things

which are there performed. Now to God the

Father, with the Son and the Holy Ghost, be
glory, and power, and majesty, for ever and
ever. Amen.

9 Phil. iii. 13. On the pillar of salt, see ]Visd. x. 7 : "Of whose
wickedness even to this day the waste land that smoketh is a
testimony, . . . and a standing pillar of salt is a monument of an
unbelieving soul." Joseph. Ant. I. xi. 4 :

" Moreover I have seen
it, for it remains even unto this day." l!p. Lightfoot, Clan. Ror.i,

Efi. ad Cor. .\i. remarks that the region abounds in pillars of salt,

and " Medi.cval and even modern travellers have delighted to

identify one or other of these with Lot's wiTc."
' Dan. ii. 35, 45. - Is. x.wiii. 13.

3 Cf. S. Ambros. De Mysti'riis, c. ii. 7: " .\d oricnfem
couverteris ;

qui enim renunciat diabolo ad Christum convcrtitur:"
" Where he plainly intimates .... that turning to the East was
a symbol of their aversion from Satan and conversion unto Christ,

that is, from darkness to light, from serving idols, to serve Him,
who is the Sun of Righteousness and Fountain of Light" (Bingh.
.Ant. xi. vii. 7).

4 Cf. Didache, vii. i ; Justin M. Apolog. I. c. 61 A ; Swainson,
Creeds, c. iii. on the short H.aptismal Professions. " The wiitings
of S. Cyprian distinctly tell us, that in his day the form of in-

terrogation at Baptism w.as fixed and definite. He speaks of the
" usitata et legitima verba interrogationis,"—and we know as
distinctly that the interrogation included the words, " Dost thou
believe in Cod the Father, in His Son Christ, in the Holy Spirit?
Dost thou believe in remission of sins and eternal life tlnough the
Church T'

5 I Pet. v. 9. ^ Is. XXV. 3; Rev. \ ii. 17.

7 TTOi/rjyupio-ei?. ** Is. Ixi. 10.

9 These w ords seem to imply that the Lectures on the Eucharist
were to be delivered in the Iloly Sepulchre, though the Mysteries
themselves may be called metaphorically " the Holy of Holies."



LECTURE XX
(ON THE MYSTERIES. 11.)

OF BAPTISM.

Romans vi. -14.

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ, were baptized into His

death 1 &-r. . . . .for ye are not under the Lata, but under grace.

1. These daily introductions into the Mys-
teries ', and new instructions, which are the

announcements of new trutlis, are profitable

to us ; and most of all to you, who have been
renewed from an old state to a new. There-
fore, I shall necessarily lay before you the

sequel of yesterday's Lecture, that ye may
learn of what those things, which were done
by you in the inner chamber =, were symbolical.

2. As soon, then, as ye entered, ye put off

your tunic ; and this was an image oi putting

off the old man with his deeds 3. Having
stripped yourselves, ye were naked ; in this

also imitating Christ, who was stripped naked
on the Cross, and by His nakedness put off

from Himself the principalities and poiuers,

and openly triumphed over them on the tree*.

For since the adverse powers made their lair

in your members, ye may no longer wear that

old garment ; I do not at all mean this visible

one, but the old man, tahich 7uaxeth corrupt

in the lusts of deceit^. May the soul which

has once put him off, never again put him on,

but say with the Spouse of Christ in the Song
of Songs, / have put off my garment, how
shall I put it on^ ? O wondrous thing ! yc

were naked in the sight of all, and were not

ashamed 7 ; for truly ye bore the likeness of the

first-formed Adam, who was naked in the

garden, and was not ashamed.

2 The reniinci.Tlion and the pio''ession of faith were made in

the outer chamber or vestibule of the Baptistery.
1 Col. iii. 9.

* II). ii. 15. Cyril's tise of this passage agrees best with the
interpretation that Christ, having been clothcti with tlic UUliicss

of .sinful flc^h during His life on earth, submitted therein to the
assaults of the powers of evil, but on the Cross threw off from
Him-.cir both it and them.

5 F,r)h. iv. 22. * Cant. v. 3.

7 See Diet. Clirist. Antiq. " Baptism," 8 48 : The Unclothing^
cfthe Catechumens: Bingh. Ant. XI. xi. i : All "persons were
baptized naked, either in imitation of Adam in Paradise, or our
Saviour upon tlie Cross, or to signify their putting off the body of
sin, and th-; old man with his deeds."

3. Then, wlien ye were stripped, ye were
anointed with exorcised oil °, from the very

hairs of your head to your feet, and were
made partakers of the good olive-tree, Jesus
Christ. For ye were cut off from the wild

olive-tree 9, and grafted into the good one, and
were made to share the fatness of the true

olive-tree. The exorcised oil therefore was
a symbol of the participation of the fatness of

Christ, being a charm to drive away every

trace of hostile influence. For as the breathing

of the saints, and the invocation of the Name
of God, like fiercest flame, scorch and drive

out evil spirits ', so also this exorcised oil

receives such virtue by thj invocation of

God and by prayer, as hot only to burn and

cleanse away the traces of sins, but also to

chase away all the invisible powers of the evil

one.

4. After these things, ye were led to the

holy pool " of Divine Baptism, as Christ was
carried from the Cross to the Sepulchre which

is before our eyes. And each of you was

asked, whether he believed in the name of

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost, and ye made that saving confession,

8 Apost. Const, vii. 22 :
" But thou shalt beforehuid anoint the

person with holy oil (cAaiV), and afterward baptize him with water,

and in ti.e conclusion shalt seal him with the ointment ((xupw),

that the anointing (xptcr/ia) may be a participation of the Holy
Spirit, and the water a symbol of the death, and the ointment the

seal of the Covenants. But if there be neither oil nor ointment,

water suffices both for anointing, and for a seal, and for a confes-

sion of Him who died, or indeed is dying with us." Tlie previous

anointing "with oil sanctified by prayer" is mentioned in the

Clementine Recognitions, III. c. 67, and in the Pseudo-Justin,

Quastiones adOrthodoxos, Qu. 137. It was not however viniversal,

and seems to have been unknown in Africa, not Ijcing mentioned by

Clement of Alexandria (P,fd. II. c. viii. On the use 0/ ointments),

nor Tcrtullian, nor Augustine.
9 On the significance of the wild olive-tree, see Iren.'eus, V. to.

' See Inde.K, " Exorcism."
2 KoAv/i^/i0poi/. The pool or piscina was deep enough lor total

immersion, and large enough for many to be baptized at once. Ci.

Biiigh. Ant. VIII. vii. 2; XI. xi. ?, \. For engravings ot the very

ancient Baptisteries at Aquileia and Ravenna, shcwinB thelonn

of the font or piscina, see Diet. Christian Ant. "Baptistery,

I, 2
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and descended tlirce times into the water, and
ascended again ; here also liinting by a sym-
bol at the three-days burial of Christ \ For as

our Saviour passed three days and three nights

in the heart of the earth, so you also in your

first ascent out of the water, represented the

first day of Christ in the cartli, and by your

descent, the night ; for as he who is in the

night, no longer sees, but he who is in the

day, remains in the light, so in the descent,

as in the night, ye saw nothing, but in ascend-

ing again ye were as in the day. And at the

self-same moment ye were both dying and
being born ; and that Water of salvation was

at once your grave and your mother. And
what Solomon spoke of others will suit you
also ; for he said, in that case. There is a time

to bear and a time to die + ; but to you, in the

reverse order, there was a time to die and a time

to be born ; and one and the same time effected

both of these, and your birth went hand in

in hand with your death.

5. O strange and inconceivable thing ! we
did not really die, we were not really buried,

we were not really crucified and raised again
;

but our imitation was in a figure, and our

salvation in reality. Christ was actually cruci-

fied, and actually buried, and truly rose again;

and all these things He has freely bestowed
upon us, that we, sharing His sufferings

by imitation, might gain salvation in reality.

O surpassing loving-kindness ! Christ received

nails in His undefiled hands and feet, and
suffered anguish \ while on me without pain

or toil by the fellowship of His suffering

He freely bestows salvation.

6. Let no one then suppose that Baptism
is merely the grace of remission of sins, or

further, that of adoption ; as John's was a bap-

tisms conferring only remission of sins: whereas

we know full well, that as it purges our sins,

and ministers '^ to us the gift of the Holy Ghost,

3 The same- significance is atlributed to tlie trine immcrsiun by
many Fathers, but a different explanation is given by Tertnllian
(Adv. Pra.xean, c. xxvi.): "Not once only, but three times, we
are immersed into the several Persons at the mention of their
several names." Gregory of Nyssa (On the Baptisiti ofC/uist,
p. 520 in this Series) joins both reasons to<jether: " By doing this

thrice we represent for ourselves that grace of the Resurrection
which was wrought in three days : and this we do, not receiving
the Sacrament in silence, but while there are spoken over us the
Names of the Three Sacred Persons on whom we believed, &c."
Compare p. 529. Cf. A/tost. Const. VIII. § 47, Can. 50: " If any
Hisliop or Presbyter does not perform the three immersions of one
initiation, Init one immersion made into the death of Christ, let

him be deprived.''
Milles in his note on this passage mention;^ that "this form of

Baptism is still used in the Greek Church. See Kucholog. p. 355.
Ed. Jac. Goar. and his notes p. 365.'

4 Kccles. iii. :>.

5 Tcriullian (IJe Baptisiiio, c. 10) denies that John's Baptism
availed for the remission of sins: " If repentance is a thing h\iman,
its baptism must necessarily be of the same natiu'e : else if it had
been celestial, it would have given both the Holy Spirit and the
remission of sins." Cyril's doctrine is more in accordance with
the language of the Fathers generally, and of St. ^lark i. 4, Luke
III. 3. Trpo^t^'Or.

so also it is the counterpait 7 of the sufferings of

Christ. For this cause Paul just now cried

aloud and said. Or are ye ignorant that all

we 7uho were baptized into Christ Jesus, wej-e

baptized into His death ? JFe jvere buried

therefore with Him by baptism into His death ^.

These words he spake to some \s\\<f were

disposed to think that Baptism ministers to

us the remission of sins, and adoption, but

has not further the fellowship also, by repre-

sentation, of Christ's true sufferings.

7. In order therefore that we might learn,

that whatsoever things Christ endured, for us
AND FOR OUR SALVATION 9 He Suffered them in

reality and not in appearance, and that we
also are made partakers of His sufferings,

Paul cried with all exactness of truth. Tor

if we have been planted together with the like-

ness of His death, we shall be also with the

likeness of His resurrection. Well has he said,

planted together'^°. For since the true Vine
was planted in this place, we also by partaking

in the Baptism of death have been planted

together with Him. And fix thy mind with

much attention on the words of the Apostle.

Fie said not, "For if we have been planted

together with His death," but, zvith the likeness

of His death. For in Christ's case there was
death in reality, for His soul was really

separated from His body, and real burial, for

His holy body was wrapt in pure linen ; and
everything happened really to Flim ; but in

your case there was only a likeness of death

and sufferings, whereas of salvatioxi there was

not a likeness but a reality.

8. Having .been sufficiently instructed in

these things, keep them, I beseech you, in

your remembrance ; that I also, unworthy
though I be, may say of you, Noiv I love you '^,

because ye always reinember me, and hold fast

the traditions, ivhich I delivered unto you.

And God, who has presented you as it ivere

alivefrom the dead^, is able to grant unto you
to walk in newness of life 3 .• because His is the

glory and the power, now and for ever. Amen.

7 avrijVKOv. The ".\ntitype " is here the sign (r memorial
of that which is past, and no longer actually present : See note 6
on xxi. I. Cf. Heb. ix. 24.

8 Rom. vi. 3. In the following sentence several MSS. have
a dirtercnt reading : "These things perhaps he said to some who
were disposed to think that Baptism ministers remission of sins

only, and not adoption, and that further it has not the fellowship,

&c." Against this reading, approved by Milles, the Benedictine
Editor argues that in Rom. vi. 3, 4, there is no reference to

adoption, i)ut only to the fellowship of Christ's Passion, and that
Cyril quotes the passage only to prove the latter, the gift of

acloption being generally admitted, and therefore not in question.
9 This claase is contained in the Nicene Creed, and in that

which was offered to the Council by Eusebius as the ancient
Creed of Ca;sarea. It probably formed part of the Creed of
Jerusalem, though it is not found in the titles of the Lectures,
nor specially explained.

"* "J lb. vi. 5. Cyril gives the plirase "piauted together''

a special application to those who had been baptized in the same
place where Christ had been Iniried.

' I Cor. .\i. ?. : Koiv I f>>ixise you, ^'c.
- Rom. vi. 13. "3 lb. v. 4.



LECTURE XXI
(ON THE MYSTERIES. HI.)

ON CHRISM.

I John ii. 20— 28.

But yc have an undionfrom the Holy One, e-r. .... tJiaf, 7o7ien He shall appear, wc may

have confidence^ and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.

I. Having been baptized into Christ, and
//// on Christ ', ye have been made conform-
able to the Son of God : for God bavin"

on Him, like resting upon bke '°. And to you in

like manner, after you had come up from the
pool of the sacred streams, there was given an

foreordained us unto adoption as sons-, made
;

Unction', the anti-type of that wherewith Christ
us to be conformed to the body of Christ's glory 3.

Having therefore become partakers of Christ ,
ye are properly called Christs, and of you God
said, Touch not My Christs^, or anointed.
Now ye have been made Christs, by receiv-

ing the antitype^ of the Holy Ghost; and all

things have been wrought in you by imita-

tion 7, because ye are images of Christ. He
washed in the river Jordan, and having im-

parted of the fragrance^ of His Godhead to

the waters, He came up from them ; and the

Holy Ghost in the fulness of His beings lighted

' Gal. iii. 27. 2 Eph. i. 5. 3 Phil. iii. 21.

4 Ileb. iii. 14. 5 Ps. cv. i?.

^ avTi-nnrov. Cat. xx. 6; xxiii. 20. Twice in this section,
as in Hcb. ix. 24 {avTiruna rCiv a\r\6i.vCiv), avTlTVTrov is the copy
or figure representing the original pattern (tv-o?, cf. Acts vii. 44).
Otherwise (as in Cat. x. 11 ; xiii. 19 ; xxii. 3) rvTros is the figure
to be subsequently realised in the antiiype.

7 eiKOl'lKU)^ .... ^'iKOVCS Tov Xpt<7Toi).
8 xpuiTiav, literally "tinctures." The IJen. Ed. writPs :

" For
•ijiajhiv we have written xP'^t'"" with Codd. Coisl. Ottob. Roe,
Casaub., S:c. . . But we must write xp^tui' from xP''>to., not xP'i'Twi'

from xpwTcs. Authors use the word xpwTa to signify the effluence

of an odour. So Gregory of Nyssa takes it in his 3rd llotiiiiy oit

Ihe Song 0/ Son;:;s, p. 512; and S. Maximus in Q;icstion 37 on
Scriplitre : ' xpi^'a we say is the godliness (lutrf/Jctaf) whereby
.S. Paul was io the one a savour 0/ lije unto /i/c' ... In the
Procatcchesis, § 15, Cyril calls the waters of Baptism iSdroju

Xpi^<TTO<f>6po>v ixovroiv evioSCat'. If however any one prefers the
reading </>ioTa>»', he may defend him>clf by the authority of Epi-
phanius, who in the Exposition of the Faitli, c. 15, says that
Christ descending into the water gave rather than received, ....
illuminating them, and empowering them for a tyjjc of what was
to be accomplished in Him." According to the Kbionite Gospel of
St. Matthew in Epiphanius (Hier. xxx. libionitce c. 13), when
Jesus came up out of the water a great light shone around the
place: a tradition to which the I'cnedictine Editor thinks the

reading ^uniav mny refer. Justin M. (^Dialog, c. I.v.vxviii.):

" When Jesus had stepped into the water, a fire was kindled in tlie

Jordan." Otto quotes the legend, as found in Orac. SibyU. vii.

81—83 :—
'Os ere .Voyoi' ye'riojire \\o.Tr\p Wv^vil opiiv ai/iijKeci

'O^vy aT7ayyt\Tfipa Koytav^ \6yov vhaaiv ayroty
'PoiVcoi', (Tov jSaTTTKTua, 61' ov TTVpbs ei'c<J)adi'0r)S.

9 ov<niah-f)'i cn-i^oi'ijo-ts eytvero. The Benedictine Editor under-
stands this phrase as an allusion to the descent of the Holy Ghost
on Jesus in a substantial bodily form. So Gregory Nazianzen
{prat. xliv. 17), says that the Holy Ghost descended on the
Apostles ovcriuSw? <cal (Tw/ttaTiKw?. But Anastasius .Sinaita inter-

prets ou<j-t<o6ai; in this latter passage as meaning "in the essence
and reality of His (Divine) Person :" and this latter sense agree-
ing with the frequent use of ovcriwSrjs by Athanasius is well

was anointed; and this is the Holy Ghost;
of whom also the blessed Esaias, in his pro-

phecy respecting Him, said in the person of
the Lord, The Spirit of the Lord is upon Ale.

because He hath anointed Me: He hath sent

Ale to preach glad tidings to the poor -.

2. For Christ was not anointed by men
with oil or material ointment, but the Father
having before appointed Him to be the

Saviour of the whole world, anointed Him
with the Holy Ghost, as Peter says, Jesus of
N'azareth, whom God anointed with the Holy
Gliosfi. David also the Prophet cried, saying,

Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever

;

a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of
Thy kingdom ; Thou hast loved righteousness

and hated iniquity ; therefore God even Thy
God hath anointed Thee with the oil of glad-

ness above Thy felhnvs^. And as Christ was
in reality crucified, and buried, and raised,

and you are in Baptism accounted worthy of

being crucified, buried, and raised together

with Him in a likeness, so is it with the

unction also. As He was anointed with an

'ideal s oil of gladness, that is, with the

Holy Ghost, called oil of gladness, because

He, is the author of spiritual gladness, so ye

were anointed with ointment, having been
made partakers and fellows of Christ.

rciKlered by Canon Mason (The Relation of Confirmation to

Bafilisin, p. 343, " in the fulness of His being."
"> Cf. Greg. Naz. Orat. xxxix :

" The Spirit also bears witness

to His Godhead, for He comes to that which is like Himself."
' Cf. Tertullian, De Bufitisino, c. 7: " ICxinde egressi de

lavacro pcrungimur bcnedicta unetione. " It is clear that the

Unction mentioned in these passages was conferred at the same
time and place as Baptism. Whether it formed part of that

Sacrament, or was regarded by Cyril as a separate and indepen-

dent rite, has been made a matter of controversy. See Index,
" Chrism."

- Is. Ixi. I. .; -A-Cts X. 38. •« Ps. xlv. 6, 7.

5 i/oi)T(p cannot here be translated ''spiritual" because of

Tryevfj-aTiKYi^ immediately following. Cf. i. 4. note.



Ji^O CATECHETICAL LECTURES.

3. But beware of supposing this to be plain

ointment. For as the ]irc:ul of the Eucliarist,

after the invocation of the Holy (jhost, is

mere bread no longer*^, but the Body of Christ,

so also this holy ointment is no more simple

ointment, nor (so to say) common, after invo-

cation, but it is Christ's gift of grace, and, by

the advent of the Holy Ghost, is made fit to

impart His Divine Nature 7. Wliich ointment is

symbolically applied to thy forehead unci thy

other senses^ ; and while thy body is anointed

with the visible ointment, thy soul is sanctified

by the Holy and life-giving Spirit.

4. And ye were first anointed on the fore-

head, that ye might be delivered from the

shame, wliich the first man who transgressed

bore about with him everywhere ; and that

ivith toiveikd face ye migJit reflect as a inirror

the glory of the Lord'^. Then on your ears
;

that ye might receive the ears which are

quick to hear the Divine Mysteries, of which

Esaias said. The Lord gave ine also an car

to hear ^ ; and the Lord Jesus in the Gospel,

He that hath ears to hear let him hear''. Then
on the nostrils; that receiving the sacred

ointment ye may say, IVe are to God a sweet

savour of Christ, in than that are sai'cd^.

Afterwards on your breast ; that having put

on the breast-plate of righteousness, yc may
stand against the 7uiles of the devil''. For as

Christ after His Baptism, and the visitation of

the Holy Ghost, went forth and vanquished

the adversary, so likewise ye, after Holy Bap-

tism and the Mystical Chrism, having put on

the whole armour of the Holy Ghost, are to

6 Compare xix. 7 ; xxiii. 7, 19 ; and the section on " J?«-

fZ/rtr/ii' " in the Introduction.

7 XpiffToO xapicz-'tt Kat Xlt'cu/uaTO? ayt'ou Traponcria Trjs oiiToO

©eoTTjros ei^epyriTiKb;/ yti/o/ieror. The meaning of this passage

seems to have been obscured by divergent views of the order and
construction of the words. In the Oxford translation, followed

by Dr. Pnsey (Afa/ Presence, p. 357), the Chrism is "the gift of

Christ, and by the presence of His tjodhcad it causes in us the

Holy Ghost." The order of the operations proper to the two
Divine I'ersons seems thus to be inverted.

According to the Benedictine Editor, and Canon Mason (AV/«-

tion 0/ Conjlrination to Baptism, p. 344), it is " Christ's gracious

gift, and is made effectual to convey the Holy Ghost by the

presence of His own CJodhead,"— i.e. apparently, the Godhead
of the Holy Ghost conveys tlie Holy Ghost.

But according to the context " tlie presence" must be that of

the Divine Person who has been invoked, namely the Holy Ghost :

and this is clearly expressed in the order of the words \\viV[ka.io<;

oyi'ou napovo'Ln rrj? auToO 6edr<)To? ivepyriTiKov. The connexion
of the words llu. ay. napovcria is put beyond doubt by the Invo-

cation in the Liturgy of S. James quoted in J\lysf. V. 7, note 8.

The true meaning thus seems to be that the Chrism is Christ's

gift of grace, and imparts His Divine nature by the presence
of the Holy Clhost after the Invocation. This meaning is confirmed

by the formula given in Apost. Const, vii. 44, for the consecration

of the Chrism : "Grant also now that this ointment may be made
effectual in the baptized, that the sweet savour of Thy Christ may
remain firm and staljlc in him, and that, having died with Him,
he may rise again and live with Him." The Chrism is thus re-

garded as "the Seal" which confirms the proper benefits of
liaiitism.

** effl /xcTWTTov Kai 7u>v liWciv <rov alaOrirripCiov. The forehead
maybe regarded as representing the sense of touch ; or wc may
translate, according to the idiomatic use of aAAos. " thy forehead
and thine organs ot sense besides." .See Winer, Crni;n//ar 0/ A'.

T. Gi-eeK\ P. III. Sect. lix. 7: Riddcll, Di:iest of Platonic
Idioms, § 46. 9 2 Cor iii. iS. • Is. 1. 4.

t Malt. .\i. 15. 3 2 C'.-r. ;i. 1;. 4 F4 h., vi. 14, and 11.

stand against the power of the advcr.sary, and

van([uish it, saying, I can do all things through

Christ wJiich strengtheneth vie 5.

5. Having been counted worthy of this

Holy Chrism, ye are called Christians, veri-

fying the name also by your new birth. For

before you were deemed worthy of this grace,

ye had properly no right to this title,_ but were

advancing on your way towards being Chris-

tians.

6. Moreover, you should know that in the

old Scripture there lies the symbol of this

Chrism. For what time Moses imparted to

his brother the command of God, and made
him Fligh-pricst, after bathing in water, he

anointed him; and Aaron was called Christ

or Anointed, evidently from the typical Chrism.

So also the High-priest, in advancing Solomon

to the kingdom, anointed him after he had

bathed in Gihon f^. To them however these

things happened in a figure, but to you not

in a figure, but in truth ; because ye were

truly anointed by the Holy Ghost. Christ

is the beginning of your salvation ; for He
is truly the First-fruit, and ye the mass?; but

if the First-fruit be holy, it is manifest that

Its holiness will pass to the mass also.

7. Keep This unspotted : for it shall teach

you all things, if it abide in you, as you have

just heard declared by the blessed John, dis-

coursing much concerning this Unction ^ For

this holy thing is a spiritual safeguard of the

body, and salvation of the soul. Of this the

blessed Esaias prophesying of old time said,

And on this mountain,—(now he calls the

Church a mountain elsewhere also, as when
he says, l7i the last days the mountain of the

Lord's house shall be manifesf^ ;)
—on this

mountain shall the L.ord make unto oil nations

a feast ; they shall drink loine, they shall drink

gladness, they shall anoint themselves 7vith

ointment^. And that he may make thee sure,

hear what he says of this ointment as being

mystical ; Deliver all these things to the na-

tions, for the counsel of the Lord is unto all

nations ^ Having been anointed, therefore,

with this holy ointment, keep it unspotted

and unblemished in you, pressing forward by

good works, and being made well-pleasing to

the Captain of your salvation, Christ Jesus, to

whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

5 Phil. Iv. 13. ^ I Kings i. 39. " Roni. xi. 16.

*> I John ii. 20: But yc have an iinclicn {xpi<n).o)Jiomthe
Holy One.

9 Is. ii. 2.

' lb. XXV. 6. The Scptuagiat diflcrs much from the Hebrew,
both here and in the following verse. U.V. "And in this moun-
tain shall the Lord of hosts make unto all peoples a fca.-,l of fat

things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat tilings full of marrow, of
wines on the lees well rolincd."

* lb. V. 7. K.V. "And He will destroy in this mountain the
fixce of the covering that is cast over all peoples, and the veil that
is spread over all nations."



LECTURE XXII.

(ON THE MYSTERIES. IV.)

ON THE CODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST.

I Cor. xi. 23.

/ received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, how that the LordJesus,
in the night in which LLe was betrayed^ took bread, or-w

1. Even of itself ' the teaching of the Blessed

Paul is sufficient to give you a full assurance

concerning those Divine Mysteries, of which
having been deemed worthy, ye are become
of the same body^ and blood Avith Christ.

For you have just heard him say distinctly,

That our Lord Jesus Christ in the night

in which He was betrayed, took bread, and
'when LLe had s^iven thanks LLe brake it, and
gave to LLis disciples, saying. Take, eat, this

is My Body : and having taken the cup and
given thanks, LLe said. Take, drink, this is My
Bb>od^. Since then He Himself declared

and said of the Bread, This is My Body, who
shall dare to doubt any longer? And since

He has Himself affirmed and said, This is My
Blood, who shall ever hesitate, saying, that it

is not His blood ?

2. He once in Cana of Galilee, turned the

water into wine, akin to blood •», and is it

incredible that He should have turned wine
into blood ? When called to a bodily mar-

riage, He miraculously wrought ^ that wonder-

» aitr^ found in all MSS. is changed for the worse into outt? by
the Benedictine Editor.

2 Introduction, " Eucharist." The word (nxraiaiioi has a dif-

ferent sense in Eph. iii. 6, where it is npplied to the Gentiles
as havin'j been made members of Christ's body the Church.

3 I Cor. xi. 23. The clause "and gave to His disciples" is an
addition taken from Matt. xxvi. 26. The part relating to the cup
does not correspond exactly either with St. Paul's language or
w ith the Evangelists'.

•> oiKflov aifiari. Cod. Srirlct. (Grodecq), Mem. (Morel),
Vindob. ; Ben. Ed. otKcc'iu vevfxari, Codd. Mon.ic. i, 2, (jcnovcf.
A'att. (Prevot.}. Rupp. The whole passacce is omitted in Codd.
Coisl. R, Casaub. owinp; to the repetition of al/aa.

The reading otKei'tu vtvitfiji, '' by His own will," introduces
a superfluous thought, and destroys the very point of Cyril's

argument, in which the previous change of water into nn element
so different as wine is regarded as giving an afni-timi probaliility

to the change of that which is already " akin to blood " into blood
itself.

if Cyril thus seems to teach a physical change of the wine,
it must be remembered that we are not bound to accept his view,
but only to state it accurately. See however the section of the
Introduction on his Eucharistic doctrine.

5 i0aviJiaTOvpYq<Te Tiji/ 7rapa6ofo7roiioi'. Cf. Chiy.sost. Efist. i.

<ni Olyiipwd. lU Deo, § i, c. ; tot« flou/xaTOvpyti icai TrapaSo^OTroitT.

ful work
; and on the children of the bride-

chaniber", shall He not much rather be ac-

knowledged to have bestowed the fruition of
His Body and Blood ^ ?

3. Wherefore with full assurance let us par-
take as of the Body and Blood of Christ : for

in the figure^ of Bread is given to thee His
Body, and in the figure of Wine His Blood

;

that thou by partaking of the Body and Blood
of Christ, mayest be made of ihe same body
and the same blood with Him. For thus we
come to bear Christ 9 in us, because His Body
and Blood are distributed ^ through our mem-
bers; thus it is tliat, according to the blessed

Peter, 7ve become partakers of ihe divine na-

ture '.

4. Clirist on a certain occasion discoursing
with the Jews said, Except ye eat My Jlesli

and drink My blood, ye have no life in you 3.

They not having heard His saying in a spiritual

6 Matt. i.\. Tj.

7 Ben. Ed. : "That the force of Cyril's arguiiient may be the
better understood, we must observe that in llaptisni is celebrated

lb'-' marri.igc of Christ with the Christian soul ; and that the

con^unlmation of tliis marriaRe is perfected throu.:;li tiie union of

bodies in the mystery of the Eucharist. Read CInysoslom's
Iloiii. XX. in Ephes." Chrysostom's words are :

" In like manner
therefore we become one flesh with Christ by participation

(;ui6T0U(7i'as)." But the participation expressed by jneTowo-ia does
not necessarily refer to the ICucharist. From the use of the word
in Cat. xxiii. ii, and in Athanasius (Contra Arianos, Or. i. ; tie

Synodis, ig. 22, 25) the meaning rather seems to be that we arc

one flesh with Christ not by nature Init by His gift.

8 Sec Index, Tuttos, and the references there, and Waterland,
On tlic Eitcltarisi, c. vii.

9 Xpio-To<f)dpoi yifo/ieOa. Procat. 15.

1 Ben. Ed.: "'Ai-afiifio/xeVou. The Codices Coi.sl. Roe, Casaub.
Scirlet. Ottob. 2. Genovef. have ai'aSe^cy/tfVoi, which docs not

agree well with the (Jenilivcs tqv awfiaTos and toi) aV/uaroT. It is

evident that it was an ill-contrived emendation of ai'n6i6o/ifVou,

the transcribers being offended at the distribution of Christ's Body
among our members. But Cyril uses even the same word in Cat.

xxiii. 9 : OuTOS 6 apT09. . . . et9 na<Tau crou ry}V avtrjaaiv di'aSi-

SoTai, ci5 io</)lAcio.i' crui//.aTO? KoX ^vxn%, 'Tills Bread is distributed

into thy whole system, to the benefit of body and so\d."' 'Aca-

5i5o)ic'>'Oii is the reading of Milles and Rupp. For similar language

see Justin M. Apol. i. 66; Iren. V. ii. 2.

2 2 Pet. i. 4. 3 John vi. 53.
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sense were offended, and went back, sup-

posing? that He was inviting them to eat flesh.

5. In the Old Testament also there was

shew-bread ; but this, as it belonged to the

Old Testament, has come to an end ; but

in the New Testament there is Bread of

heaven, and a Cup of salvation, sanctifying

solU and body ; for as the Bread corresponds

to our body, so is the Word t appropriate to

our soul.

6. Consider therefore the Bread and the Wine
not as bare elements, for they are, according

to the Lord's declaration, the Body and Blood

of Christ ; for even though sense suggests this

to thee, yet let faith establish thee. Judge

not the matter from the taste, but from faith

be fully assured without misgiving, that the

Body and Blood of Christ have been vouch-

safed to thee.

7. y\Lso the blessed David shall advise thee

the meaning of this, saying. Thou hast pre-

pared a table befoj-e me in the presence of

them that ajJVict me s. What he says, is to this

effect : Before Thy coming, the evil spirits

prepared a tabic for men ^^ polluted and de-

filed and full of devilish influence ^ ; but since

Thy coming, O Lord, Thou hast prepared

a table before me. When the man says to

God, Thou hast p7'epai'ed before me a table,

what other does he indicate but that mystical

and spiritual Table, which God hath prepared

for us over against, that is, contrary and in

opposition to the evil spirits? And very truly;

for that had communion with devils, but this,

with God. Thou hast anointed my head with

oil^. With oil He anointed thine head upon
thy forehead, for the seal which thou hast of

4 Ben. Ed.: "Here we are to understand (by 6 Aoyos) the

Divine Word, not the bare discourse of God, but the second Person
of the Holy Trinity, Christ Himself, the Bread of Heaven, as He
testifies of Himself, John vi. 51: Him Cyril contrasts with the

earthly shew-bread in the O. T. ; otherwise he could not rightly

from this sentence infer, by the particle ovv, " therefore," that the

Eucharist is truly tlie Body and Blood of Christ. And since he
says, in Cat. xxiii. 15, that the Eucharistic food is "appointed for

the substance of the soul," for its benefit, that cannot be said of

Christ's body cr of His soul, but only of the Word which is con-

joined with both. Moreover that the Divine Word is the food of

Angels and of the soul, is a common mode of speaking with all the

Fathers. They often play on the ambiguity of this word (Aoyos),

saying sometimes that the Divine Word, sometimes the word and
oracles of God, are the food of our souls: both statements are

true. For the whole life-giving power of the Eucharist is derived

from the Word of God united to the flesh which He assumed:
and the whole benefit of Eucharistic eating consists in the union
of our soul witli the Word, in meditation on His mysteries and
sayings, and conformity thereto."

5 I's. xxiii. 5.

<' riKiayrnxii'-qv, a good restoration by Milles, with Codd. Roe,
Casaub. Coislin. 'I'he earlier printed texts had rjXvyKruefT)",
"overshadowed." Cf. Mai. i. '7. opTOVS ilKitryrifi.fvov'S, . . . .

Tpdne^a KvpCov 7(Ai(7"yi)/ie»'>) i<nii>.

7 Cyril refers to the idolatrous feasts, which St. Paul calls " the
t.able of devils," i Cor. x. 21.

5 Ps. x\iii. 5.

God ; that thou maycst be made the engraving

of the signet, Holiness unto God^, And thy

cup intoxicateth me, as very strong^. Thou
seest that cup here spoken of, which Jesus

took in His hands, and gave thanks, and said,

2his is My blood, whicJi is shed for many for

the ixniission of sins ^.

8. Therefore Solomon also, hinting at this

grace, says in Ecclesiastes, Come hither, eat

thy bread with joy (that is, the spiritual

bread ; Come hither, he calls with the call to

salvation and blessing), and drink thy wine

7vith a merry heart (that is, the spiritual

wine) ; and let oil be poured out upon thy

head (thou seest he alludes even to the mystic

Chrism) ; and let thy garments be always
white, for the Lord is well pleased with thy

works 'i ; for before thou camest to Baptism,

thy works were vanity of vanities''. But now,
having put off thy old garments, and j^ut on
those which are spiritually white, thou must
be continually robed in white : of course we
mean not this, that thou art always to wear
white raiment; but thou must be clad in the

garments that are truly white and shining and
spiritual, that thou mayest say with the blessed

Esaias, My soul shall be joyful in my God

;

for He hath clothed me ivith a garment of
salvation, andput a robe ofgladness aroundme 5.

9. Llaving learnt these things, and been
fully assured that the seeming bread is not

bread, though sensible to taste, but the Body
of Christ ; and that the seemmg wine is not

wine, though the taste will have it so, but the

Blood of Christ*^; and that of this David sung
of old, saying, And bread strengthencth man's
heart, to make his face to shine with oiP,
" strengthen thou thine heart," by partaking

thereof as spiritual, and "make the face of

thy soul to shine." And so having it unveiled

with a pure conscience, mayest thou reflect as

a mirror the glory of the Lord^, and proceed
^xo\r\ glory to glory, in Christ Jesus our Lord:

—

To Avhom be honour, and might, and glory, for

ever and ever, Amen.

9 Ex. xxviii. 36 ; Ecclus. xlv. 12. The plate of pure gold
on the forefront of Aaron's mitre was engraved with the motto,
Holy niito the Lo7-d. This symbolism Cyril transfers to the
s icramental Chrism, in which the forehead is signed with ointment,
and the soul with the seal of God.

1 Ps. xxiii. 5 : My cap runneth over. Eusebius (Vem. Evang.
I. c. 10, § 28) applies the Psalm, as Cyril does, to the Eucharist.

2 Matt. xxvi. 28. 3 Ecclcs. ix. 7, 8.

4 For 7rpoo-<.'A9i)s (Bened.) wc must read TrpooTiASej, or, with
Monac. i, 7rpo<reA6etv.

5 Is. Ixi. 10.

6 On this pass.age see the section of the Introduction referred

to in tlie Index, " Eiichirist,"
I 7 Ps. civ, 15. 8 2 Cor. iii. 18.



LECTURE XXIII.

(ON THE MYSTERIES. V.)

ON THE SACRED LITURGY AND COMMUNION'.

I Pet. ii. i.

Wherefore putting aivay allfilthiness, and all guile, and evil speaking &c.

1. By the loving-kindness of God ye have
heard sufticiently at our former meetings con-

cerning Baptism, and Chrism, and partaking

of the Body and Blood of Christ ; and now it

is necessary to pass on to what is next in

order, meaning to-day to set the crown on the

spiritual building of your edification.

2. Ye have seen then the Deacon who gives

to the Priest water to wash 3, and to the Presby-

ters who stand round God's altar. He gave it

not at all because of bodily defilement ; it is

not that ; for we did not enter the Church at

first* with defiled bodies. But the washing of

hands is a symbol that ye ought to be pure

from all sinful and unlawful deeds ; for since

the hands are a symbol of action, by washing s

them, it is evident, we represent the purity and
blamelessness of our conduct. Didst thou not

hear the blessed David opening this very

mystery, and saying, / ivtll wash my hands in

innoccncy, and so ivill I compass Thine Altar,

O Lord^ 1 The washing therefore of hands is

a symbol of immunity? from sin.

» This title is added by the Benedictine Editor. There is

nothing corresponding to it in the Greek.
2 The text is made up from memory of James i. 21 : hCo

anoBefid'Oi iracrai/ pvTrapCav, and i Pet. ii. i : a—ofle'/iei'oi ovv
Traaav KOKiav Kal ndvTa S6\ov /col u;ro)cpi<Tets Kal ffocras Kara-
AaAtat.

3 In the Apostolic Coitstiluiions, VIII. xi. this duty is assigned
to a sub-deacon :

" Let one of the sub-deacons bring water to

wash the hands of the Priests, which is a symbol of the i>urity

of those souls that are devoted to God." See Dictionary of
Christian Aniiqiiitics, "Lavabo." The Priest who celebrates
the Eucharist is here distingui.-.hed by the title iepeu's from the
other Presbyters who stood round the altar.

4 Cyril evidently refers to the custom of placing vessels of
water outside the entrance of the Church. Bingham, Antiquities,
VIII. iii. 6. Chrysost. hi Jolianiieiii Ilotn. Ixxiii. 3: "Do we
then wash our hands when going into Church, and shall we not
wash our hearts also?" That the same custom was observed in

heathen Temples appears from Herod. I. 51 : Trepippai-njpia tvo
ai/cdiiKc (See Bahr's note). Compare also Joseph. Aiit.Jud. III.

vi. 2.

5 [toi] n'l/joo-flai. Rupp: "Tw ex conjcctura addidi." Possibly
' the original reading was i/n^a^tei/oi, which would easily become

altered through the presence of viyjiacrdai. in the preceding line.

This washing is not mentioned in the Liturgy of St. James.
6 Ps. xxvi. 6. In the Liturgy of Constantinople this Psalm

was chanted by the Priest and Deacon while w.ashing their hands
at the Prothesis or Credence.

T-ayvJrtvOvyof,

3. Then the Deacon cries aloud, " Receive
ye one another ; and let us kiss one another^."
Think not that this kiss is of the same char-
acter with those given in public by common
friends. It is not such : but this kiss blends
souls one with another, and courts entire for-

giveness for them. Tiie kiss therefore is the
sign that our souls are mingled together, and
banish all remembrance of wrongs. For this

cause Christ said, Ifthou art offering thy gift at

the altar, and there rememherest tliat thy brother

hath aught against thee, leave there thy gift

upon the altar, and go thy way ; first be re-

conciled to thy brother, and then come and offer

thy gift ^. The kiss therefore is reconciliation,

and for this reason holy : as the blessed

Paul somewhere cried, saying. Greet ye o?ie

another with a holy kiss ^ : and Peter, 7oith a
kiss of charity ^.

4. After this the Priest cries aloud, " Lift up
your hearts 3," For truly ouglit we in that most
awful hour to have our heart on high with

God, and not below, thinking of earth and
earthly things. In effect therefore the Priest

bids all in that hour to dismiss all cares of this

life, or household anxieties, and to have

8 These two directions by the Deacon are separated in the
Liiurgy of St. James: after the dismissal of the Catechumens, the
Deacon says, "Take note one of another;" and after the Incense,
Cherubic Hymn, Oblation, Creed, and a short prayer "that we
may be united one to another in the bond of peace and chanty,"
the Deacon says, "Let us salute (ayaTToi/nei') one another with
a holy kiss." In the Apostolic Constitutions, VIH. it, therf

is but one such direction, and this comes before the wasliing of

hands and the dismissal of the Catechumens, " Salute (ao-TratrocrSc)

ye one anoiher with a holy kiss."

9 Matt. V. 23. From Cyril's reference to this passage "it
may be inferred that the kiss of peace had been given before

the gifts were brought to the altar, according to ancient custom
attested by Justin M. Apolog. i. c. 65 :

' Having ended the

prayers' (lor the newly baptized) 'we salute one another with

a kiss. 'J'l-.en there is brought to the President of the brethren

bread, and a cup of wine mixed with water '"(Ben. Ed.). There
is the same order in the Apost. Const. VIII. 12, and in the 19th

Canon of the Synod of Laodicca ; but in the Liturgy of S. James
the gifts are offered before the kiss of peace.

' I Cor. xvi. 20. - I Pet. iii. 15.

3 The words are .slightly varied in the Liturgies: thus in the

Liturgy of St. James, " Let us lift up our mind and hearts ;'' in the

Apost. Const, viii. 12, " Lift up your mind."
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their heart in heaven with the merciful God.

Then ye answer, "We hft them up unto the

Lord :
" assenting to it, by your avowal. But

let no one come liere, wlio could say with

his mouth, " We lift up our hearts unto

the Lord," but in his thoughts have his mind
concerned witli the cares of this life At all

times, rather, God sliould be in our memory;
but if this is impossible by reason of human
infirmity, in that hour above all this should

be our earnest endeavour.

5. Then the Priest says, "Let us give thanks

unto the Lord." For verily we are bound to

give thanks, that He called us, unworthy as

we were, to so great grace ; that He recon-

ciled us when we were His foes; that He vouch-

safed to us the Spirit of adojUion. Then ye

say, " It is meet and right :" for in giving

thanks we do a meet thing and a right ; but

He did not right, but more than right, in doing

Its good, and counting us meet lor such great

benefits.

6. After this, we make mention of heaven,

and earth, and sea * ; of sun and moon ; of

stars and all the creation, rational and irra-

tional, visible and invisible; of Angels, Arch-

angels, Virtues, Dominions, Principalities,

Powers, Thrones ; of the Cherubim with many
faces : in effect repeating that call of David's,

Magnify the Lord with me s. We make men-
tion also of the Seraphim, whom Esaias in the

Holy Spirit saw standing around the throne

of God, and with two of their wings veiling

their face, and with twain their feet, while with

twain they did fly, crying HoI}\ Holy, Holy, is

the Lord of Sahaoth ^. For the reason of our

reciting this confession of God 7, delivered

down to us from the Seraphim, is this, that so

we may be partakers with the hosts of the

world above in their Flymn of praise.

7. Then having sanctified ourselves by these

spiritual Hymns, Ave beseech the pierciful God

4 Compare the noble F.ucliaristic Preface in the Liturgy of

St. James: " It is verily meet, riglit, becoming, and our liounilcn

duty to praise 'J'hee, to sing of Tliee, to bless Thee, to worsliip

Thee, to glorify Thee, to give tlianks to Thee the Maker of evcrj'

creature, visiljle and invisible, the Trc:i.-,ure of eternal blessings;

the Fount of life and immortality, the God and Lord of all, whom
the heavens of heavens do praise, and all the powers thereof, sun
and moon and all the choir of tlie stars, earth, sea, and all that

in them is, Jeiusalom the heavenly assembly, Churcli of the fust-

born that are written in the heavens, spirits of righteous men and
prophets, souls of martyrs and Apostles, Angels, Archangels,
Thrones, Dominions, Principalities, Authorities, and Powers

V
dread, also the many-eyed Cheruljim, and the six-winged .Sera-

phim, which with twain of their wings cover their faces, and with
twain their feet, and with twain do fly, crying one to another with
unresting lips, in unceasing praises, singing with loud voice the

triumpliaiit hymn of 'J'hy majestic glory, shouting, and glorifying,

and crying aloud, and saying,—Holy, Holy, Holy, O [.ord of
Hosts, heaven and earth arc full of Tliy glory. Ilosanna in the

highest; blessed is He that comcth in the name ot tlie Lord;
LLisanna in the highest."

5 Ps. ,\.\.\iv. 3. ' Is. vi. 2, 3.

7 e^oXo-yia-v, " the doctrine of the Godhead," either of the .Son

in particular, or, as here, of the whole Trinity: cf. Athanas.
confra Aria/ios, Or. i. § 18 ; vuv iv rpioSi t] SeoAoyi'a uKaia.

to send forth His Holy Spirit upon the gifts

lying before Him ; that He may make the

Bread the Body of Christ, and the Wine the

Blood of Christ^; for whatsoever the Holy
(ihost has touched, is surely sanctified and

changed.

8. Then, after the spiritual sacrifice, the

bloodless service, is completed, over that

sacrifice of propitiation '-* we entreat God for

the common peace of the Churches, for the

welfare of the world '
; for kings ; for sol-

diers and allies ; for the sick ; for the afflicted
;

and, in a word, for all who stand in need of suc-

cour we all pray and offer this sacrifice.

9. Then we commemorate also those who
have fallen asleep before us, first Patriarchs,

Prophets, Apostles, Martyrs, that at their

prayers and intercessions God would receive

our i^etilion ^. Then on behalf also of the Holy
Fathers and Bishops who have fallen asleep

before us, and in a word of all who in past

years have fallen asleep among us, believing

that it will be a very great benefit to the

souls 3, for whom the supplication is put up,

while that holy and most awful sacrifice is

set forth.

10. And I wish to persuade you by an
illustration. For I know that many say, what
is a soul profited, which departs from this

world either with sins, or without sins, if it be
commemorated in the prayer? For if a king

were to banish certain who had given him of-

fence, and then those who belong to them +

8 In the Liturgy of St. James the Triumphal Hymn is followed
by the 'Recital of the work of Redemption,' and of 'the Insti-

tution.' by the 'Great Oblation,' and then by the 'Invocation,'
as follows :

" Have mercy upon us, O God, after Thy great meicy,
and send forth on us, and on these gifts here set before Thee,
Thine all-holy Spirit that He may come, and by His holy,

good, and glorious advent (napova-ia) may sanctify this Bread and
ni.ake it tlie holy Body of Thy Christ (W;«f;/), and this Cup the
precious Blood of Thy Christ" {A men). In Cat. xix. 7, Cyril
calls this prayer "the holy Invocation of the Adorable Trinity,"
and in xxi. 3,

" the Invocation of the Holy Ghost."
9 See Index, " Sacrifice," and the reference there to the

Introduction. Compare Athenagoras (.-//^/. c. xiii.): "What have
I to do with burnt-offerings, of which God has no need ? Though
indeed it behoves us to bring a bloodless sacrifice, and the reason-
able scii'ice."

' Cyril here gives a brief summary of the " Great Intercession,"

in which, according to the common te.\t of the Liturgy of St.

James, there is a suffrage "for the peace and welfare {exxna-
deia) of the whole world, and cf the holy Churches of God."
I^Ir. Hammond thinks that it has been taken from the Deacon's
Litany, and rei)eated by mistake in the CJreat Intercession. But
from Chrysostom's language (/« /;/• <^'l I'hiL Horn. iii. p. 218;
Gaume, T. xi. p. 251), we must infer that the yirayer v-aip tipiji/j)?

(cal ev<TTa0iia.i ToO Korrixov formed part of the ' Great Intercession'

in his Liturgy, as it does in the Clementine [A/>osi. Co;:siti. VIII.

§ lo).

2 In the Liturgies of St. James and St. Mark, and in the
Clementine, there are similar commemorations of departed saints,

esi)ecially "patriarchs, prophets, apostles, martyrs," but nothing
C(Viresponding to the words, "that at tlieir prayers and intercessions

God w ould receive our petition." See Index, Prayer and Inter-
cvssion.

3 So Chrysostom (/« i Cor. Hom.^ 41, p. 457 a) : "Not in

vain was this rule ordained by the Apostles, that in the

dread Mysteries remembrance should be made of the departed:
for they knew that it is a great gain to them, and a great benefit.

4 ot TOVTOis 6ca</)t'por7es. " Hesychius, Aia^t'pei, ariJKti.

LTbi Kusterus ait, ai»)Ktt, id est, " />crti>iet," vel "aftinci'
Routh, Siii/tor. Edcs. C/:'.::u!a, p. 4.(1). Dr. Routh's u>.te
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should weave a crown and offer it to liim on
behalf of those under punishment, would he
not grant a remission of their penalties? In

the same way we, when we offer to Him our

supplications for those who have fallen asleep,

though they be sinners, weave no crown, but

offer up Christ sacrificed for our sins 5, propitia-

ting our merciful God for them as well as for

ourselves.

ir. Then, after these things, we say that

Prayer which the Saviour delivered to His own
disci])les, with a pure conscience entitling God
our Father, and sa\ing, Our Fa titer, "lohic/i art

in heaven. O most surpassing loving-kindness

of God ! On them who revolted from Him
and were in the very extreme of misery has He
bestowed such a complete forgiveness of evil

deeds, and so great participation of grace, as

that they should even^ call Him Father. Our
Father, 7i'liich art in heaven ; and the)' also

are a heaven who bear the image of the

heavenly^, in whom is God, dioelling and
walking in them i.

12. Hallozvcd be Thy N^ame. The Name
of God is in its nature holy, whether we say

so or not ; but since it is sometimes profaned
among sinners, according to the words. Through
you My Name is continually blasphemed among
the Gentiles^, we pray that in us God's Name
may be hallowed ; not that it comes to be holy

from not being holy, but because it becomes
holy in us, when we are made holy, and
do things worthy of holiness.

13. Thy kingdom come. A pure soul can
say with boldness. Thy kingdom come; for

he who has heard Paul saying, Let not thcrc-

fore sin reign in your mortal body^, and has

cleansed himself in deed, and thought, and
word, will say to God, Thy kingdom come.

14. Thy ivill be done as in heaven so on

earth. God's divine and blessed Angels do
the will of God, as David said in the Psalm,

Jjless the Lord, all ye Angels of His, mighty

in strength, that do His pleasure'^. So then

in effect thou meanest this by thy prayer,
" as in the Angels Thy will is done, so like-

wise be it done on earth in me, O Lord."

15. Give lis this day 02ir substantial bread.

This common bread is not substantial bread,

but this Holy Bread is substantial, that

is, appointed for the substance of the soul ^.

refers to Nicerni Cone. Can. xvi. : vij)apwa.crai toi' tcJ irtpta 5ta<^e'-

povra. Cf. Syncdi Xic. ad Alc.xandrinos Epht.: Siatjx'povTa

5 According to the lien. Ed. the meaning is not "We offer

Christ, who was sacrificed for our sins," but "We offer for our
siuM Christ sacrificed." i.c " Christ 1) ing on the altar as a victim
sacrificed," in allusion to Jipoc. V. 6, i2. See Index, " Sacrifice."

<> I Cor. XV. 49. 7 2 Cor. vi. 16.
8 Is. lii. s; Rom. ii. 24. 9 Kom. vi. 12.

' Ps. ciii. 20.
2 "It i:- manifest that the author derives the word t7rioi!<7to?

from the two words errt and ovat'a, as do many others: although

For this Bread goeth not into the belly and
is cast out into the draught^, but is dis-

tributed into thy whole system f^or the benefit

of body and soul •. But by this day, he means,
" each day," as also Paul said. While it is

called to-day s.

16. And forgive us our debts as we also

forgive our debtors. For we have many sins.

For we offend both in word and in thought,
and very many things we do worthy of con-

demnation ; and if ice say that we have no sin,

we lie, as John says '^. And we make a cove-

nant with God, entreating Him to forgive us

our sins, as we also forgive our neighbours
their debts. Considering then what we receive

and in return for what, let us not put off nor
delay to forgive one another. The offences

committed against us are slight and trivial,

and easily settled ; but those which we have
committed against God are great, and need
such mercy as His only is. Take heed
therefore, lest for the slight and trivial sins

against thee thou shut out for thyself for-

giveness from God for thy very grievous sins.

17. And lead us not into temptation, O
Lord. Is this then what the Lord teaches us

to pray, that we may not be tempted at all?

How then is it said elsewhere, "a man un-

tempted, is a man unproved ^ ;" and again, My
brethren, count it all joy tuhen ye fall into

divers temptations^ 1 But does perchance the

entering into temptation mean the being over-

whelmed by the temptation ? For tempta-
tion i.s, as it were, like a winter torrent

difficult to cross. Those therefore who are

not overwhelmed in temptations, pass through,

shewing themselves excellent swimmers, and
not being swept away by them at all ; while

those who are not such, enter into them and
are overwhelmed. As for example, Judas
having entered into the temptation of the love

of money, swam not through it, but was over-

whelmed and was strangled 9 both in body
and spirit. Peter entered into the temptation of

the denial ; but having entered, he was not ovcr-

the explanation which derives it from errtoutrrj Vh'-^Pf 's more
probable. We render it "substantial" in accordance witli Cyril's

meaning, with which the word " super-substaniial does not agree"
(Ben. lid.). 3 M.att. xv. 17.

4 Cat. xxii. § 3, note i. Ben. Ed. "We are not to think

that Cyril supposed the Body of Christ to be distributed and
digested into our body ; but in the usual way of speaking he
attributes to the Holy Body that which belongs only to the species

under which It is hidden. Nor does he deny that those species

pass into the draught, but only the Body of Christ." Cf. hen.
V. ii. 2, 3, and " Eucharistic Doctrine" in the Introduction.

5 Hcb. iii. 15. '' I John i. 8. ll'e deceive oiirsdTes.

7 Tertull. De Bajf>t. c. 20: "For the word had gone before

'that no one untempted should attain to the celestial kingdoms.'"

Apost. Const. II. viii. : "The Scripfure says, 'A man that is

a reprobate (aSoKi/xos) is not tried (aTrt ipao-ro?) by God.'"

Resch, Agrapka, Logion 26, p. 188, quotes allusions to the

saying in Jas. i. 12, 13; 2 Cor. xiii. 5, 6, 7, and concludes that

it was recorded as a saying of our Lord in one of the lui-c.anonical

gospels (Luke i. i),wliere it occurred in the context of the incident

narrated in Matt. xxvi. 41, Mark xiv. 38.
_ _

8 Jas. i. 2. 9 oTTCTri-tyjj. Matt, xxvii. 5 : amjvfaro.
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whelmed by it, but manfully swam through
it, an^ was delivered from the temptation \
Listen again, in another place, to a com-
pany of unscathed saints, giving thanks for

deliverance from temptation, T//ou, O God,
hast proved us ; Thou hast tried us by fire
like as silver is tried. Thou broughiest us
i/ito the net ; Thou laycdst afflictions upon our
loins. Thou hast caused men. to ride over

our heads ; 7ve went thjvugh fire and water

;

and thou broughtcst us out into a place of
rest^. Thou seest them speaking boldly

in regard to their having passed through and
not been pierced 3. But Thou broui^htcst us

out into a place of rest ; now their coming
into a place of rest is their being delivered

from temptation.

1 8. But deliver us from the evil. If Lead
us not into temptation implied the not being
tempted at all, He would not have said. But
deliver usfrom, the evil. Now evil is our adver-

sary the, devil, from whom we pray to be
delivered 4. Then after completing the prayer

thou sayest, Amen s
; by this Amen, which

means " So be it," setting thy seal to the

petitions of the divinely-taught prayer.

19. After this the Priest says, " Holy things

to holy men." Holy are the gifts presented,

having received the visitation of the Holy
Ghost ; holy are ye also, having been deemed
worthy of the Holy Ghost ; the holy things

therefore correspond to the holy persons ^.

Then ye say, " One is Holy, One is the Lord,

Jesus Christ?." For One is truly holy, by
nature holy ; we too are holy, but not by
nature, only by participation, and discipline,

and prayer.

20. After this ye hear the chanter inviting

you with a sacred melody to the communion
of the Holy Mysteries, and saying, 6> taste and
see that the Lord is good^. Trust not the

judgment to thy bodily palate 9 ; no, but to faith

' Compnre the description of Peter's repentance in Cat. ii. 19.
" Ps. Ixvi. 10— 12.

3 Fur c^iTraprji/ai. the Ben. Ed. conjectures iii.-na.yr\vo.i "to have
been stuck fast.

"

4 Cyril is liere a clear witness for the reference of toO Tro^ripoO
to " the wicked one."

5 From § 14, f.vxoii.cvo% tovto Ae'y6i5, it seems probable that
the whole Prayer was said by the people as well as by the Priest.
Sec Introduction, "Kccluuisuc Kites."

^ Compare Waterland on this pass.age, c. X. p. 688.
7 Apost. Const. VIII. c. xiii : "Let the Bishop speak thus

to the people : Holy things for holy i)crbor,s. And let the people
answer: There is One that is holy; there is one Lord, one Jesus
Christ, blessed for ever, to the glory of God the Father." Tlie
Liturgies of St. James and of Constaniiiiojile have nearly the
same words: in the Liturgy of St. Mark the :inswer of the people
is: One Father holy, one .Son holy, one .Spirit holy, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit.

** Ps. .\.\.\iv. 9. In the Apostolic Constitittions the " Sancta
Sanctis '' and its response are immediately followed by the "Gloria
in excelsis," and the " Hosanna." 'I'hen the Clergy partake,
and there follows a direction that this P.salm .\.\xiv. is to be said
while all the rest are partaking. In the Liturgy of Constan-
tinople there is the direction: The Choir sings the communion-
antipbon (to Koiywi/iKoi') of the i!ay or the saint."

9 For jur) eViTpeTTTjxe, probably an itacism, we ihould read

unfaltering; for they who taste are bidden
to taste, not bread and wine, but the anti-

typical ' Body and Blood of Christ.

21. In approaching^' therefore, come not with

thy wrists extended, or thy fingers .spread ; but

make thy left hand a throne for the right,

as for that which is to receive a King 3. And
having hollowed thy palm, receive the Body of

Christ, saying over it. Amen. So then after

having carefully hallowed thine eyes by the

touch of the Holy Body, partake of it; giving

heed lest thou lose any portion thereof 4; for

whatever thou losest, is evidently a loss to thee

as it were from one of thine own members. For
tell me, if any one gave thee grains of gold,

wouldest thou not hold them with all careful-

ness, being on thy guard against losing any
of them, and suffering loss? Wilt thou not
then much more carefully keep watch, that

not a crumb fall from thee of what is more
precious than gold and precious stones?

2 2. Then after thou hast partaken of the

Body of Christ, draw near also to the Cup of

His Blood ; not stretching forth thine hands,

but bending 5, and saying with an air of wor-

shij) and reverence, Amen^, hallow thyself by
partaking also of the Blood of Christ. And
while the moisture is still upon thy lips, touch
it with thine hands, and hallow thine eyes

and brow and the other organs of sense t.

Then wait for the prayer, and give thanks unto

God, who hath accounted thee worthy of so

great mysteries ^.

/XT) eTTiTpeVexai, as a question, the propriety of the change being
indicated by the answer oux'- '' Is the judgment of this entrusted
to the bodily palate? No, but, &c."

1 avinvixov crw/iaros, "the antitypical Cody," not "the anti-

type of the Body," which would require to\> crw/xaTos. Cf. Cat.
xxi. § I, note 5.

2 Cat. xviii. 32 : "with what reverence and order you must go
from Baptism to the Holy Altar of God."

3 Cyril appears to be the earliest authority for thus placing the
hands in the form of a Cross. A similar direction is given in the
loist Canon of the Trullan Council (692), and by J oh. Dam.asc.
(^De Fid. Orthod. iv. 14). Diet. Chr. Ant. " Co»ii>tiiriio>i." That
the communicant was' to receive the Bread in his own hands is

clear from the langu.ige of Cyril and other Fathers. Cf. Clem.
•Mex. Strpm. I. c. i. S 5 : "Some after dividing the Eucharist
according to custom allow each of the laity himself to take his

part." See the passage of Origen quoted in the next note, and
Tertull. Cor. Mil. c. iii. " 'I'he Sacrament of the Eucharist,
which the Lord commanded both (to be taken) at meal-times and
by all, we take even in assemblies before dawn, and from the hand
of none but the presidents."

4 Origen, Horn. xiii. in Exod. § 3 : "I wish to admonish you
by examples from your own religion : ye, who have been accus-
tomed to attend the Sacred Mysteries, know how, when you receive

the Body of the Lord, you guard it with all care and reverence,

that no little |)art of it fall down, no portion of the consecrated gift

slip away. For you believe yourselves guilty, and rightly so
believe, if any part thereof fall through carelessness."

5 Kiin-TMi', not kneeling, but standing in a bowing posture.

Cf. Bingham, XV. c. 5. § 3.

('Apost. Const. VIII. c. 13: "Let the Bishop give the
Oblation (npo<T<liopav) saying. The Body of Christ. And let him
that receiveth say, A men. And let the Deacon hold the Cup,
and when he delivers it say. The Blood 0/ Christ, the Cup afLife.
And let him that drinketh say, Amen."

7 Cat. xxi. 3, note 8.

8 In the Liturgy of St. James, after all have communicated,
" The Deacons and the People say: Fill our mouths with Thy
praise, O Lord, and fill our lips « iih joy, that we may sing ol Thy
glory, of Thy greatness, all the day. And again: We render
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23. HoUl fasi tliesc tradilions uiiilcrilcd and,

keep yourselves free from offence. Sever not

yourselves from the Communion ; deprive not

yourselves, through the pollution of sins, of

these Holy and Spiritual Mysteries. And the

tli.Tiiks to Thee, Chri>t our God, tlint Thou hast accounted us
worihv to partake of Thy Body and Llood, iV'c."'

Gcd of peace sanctify you 7C'/io//y ; and may
your spirit, and sou/, and body he preserved
entire witJwut blame at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ^ :—To whom be glory and honour
and might, with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, now and ever, and world without end.
Amen.

y I Thess. V. 23.
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INDEX OF SUBJECTS.

The Rcfeicnces ave to the Lectures and numbered Sections of each Lecture.

AARON called Christ, xvi. 13, type

of Christ's priesthood, x. II,

xii. 28, his rod blossoming as

strange as Christ's birth, xii. 28,

and suggests our resurrection,

xviii. 12, his forgiveness and
encouragement to the penitent,

ii. 10.

Abomination of desolation, iv. 15,

XV. 9.

Abiaham justified not by works only

but by faith, v. 5, perfected by
faith, ib. Father of Christians,

V. 6, his faith a type of ours,

ib. example of reverence to

God, vi. 3, beheld the Lord,
xii. 16.

Adam, his creation as strange as

Christ's birth, xii. 30, first and
second Adam, xiii. 2, instance

of the efficacy of repentance,

ii. 7, represented in his in-

nocence by the Baptized, xx. 2.

Adoption of men to be sons of God,
vii. 7, by the Father's grace,

through the Son and Spirit, ib.

in Baptism, Proc. 16, i. 2, iii. 14,

XX. 6, not of necessity, but our
free choice, vii. 13. Christ's

Sonship not by adoption, x. 4,
xi. 7 (vide Son), Spirit of

Adoption, xvii. 5.

Advent of Christ twofold, xv. i.

First in humiliation, ib.

Second in glory from heaven,

XV. I, 3, foretold by Malachi,

XV. 2. Ecclesiastes, xv. 20,

St. Paul, XV. 2, time unknown,
yet to be expected, xv. 4, signs

of it given us by Christ, ib.

Object of our hope, xv. i, 2,

33, not from the Earth, xv. 10,

shall destroy Antichrist, xv. 9,

12, changes accompanying it,

XV. 3, shall bring in a new world,

XV. 4.

./Eons of Valentinus, vi. 17, why said

to be thirty, ib.

Agabus, xiii. 29, xvii. 28.

Agrapha (Resch), vi. 36, xxiii. 17.

Ahab, instance of the efficacy of

repentance, ii. 13.

Almighty, denied of God by Greeks,
vii. I, 2, and Heretics, viii. 3,
blasphemies against Him, viii. 8.

Almsdeeds, fruits of repentance, and
preparation for Baptism, iii. 8,

iv. 37, taught by the Holy
Ghost, xvi. 12.

Altar of God, xxiii. 2, of the New
Testament, xviii. 33.

Ambition conquered through the
Holy Ghost, xvi. 19.

Angels made by God, iv. 4, made by
Christ, xi. 23, their orders, iv.

16, xi. 12, have no equality
with the Holy Ghost, xvi. 23,
governed and sanctified by Him,
iv. 16, xvi 23, forgiven by God,

VOL. VII.

ii. 10, fearful to behold, ix. i,

xii. 14, but little known of them
by us, xi. 12.

Christ their Lord, x. 10, xii.

14, not the makers of the world,

xi. 21, 22, know not God as

He is, vi. 6, vii. 11, nor our
Lord's generation, xi. 11, 12.

Ministered to Christ, x. 10,

present at Baptism, iii. 3,

rejoice there, Proc. 15, iii. I, 3,

16, know its Seal, i. 3 (vide

Sea/), glory in the cross, xiii.

22, minister at the judgment,

XV. 19, 22, 28, innumerable
there present, xv. 24.

Anointing of Christ, x. 4, 14, eter-

nally from the Father, ib. as

God, xi. 15, with the Holy
Ghost at His Baptism, xxi. i, 2,

vide Chrism.
Antediluvians, instance of God's

long-suffering, ii. 8.

Anthropomorphism, vi. 8, ix. i.

Antichrist, iv. 15. Christ's counter-

feit, XV. 33, raised up by Satan
to discredit truth, xv. 11, a
sorcerer, ib. Satan shall be in

him personally, xv. 14, 17,

expected by the Jews, xii. 2,

foretold by our Lord, xv. 9,

S. Paul, ib. Daniel, xv. 13,

signs of him, xv. 9, 18, by
sorcery shall gain the Roman
Jlmpire, and deceive the Gen-
tiles, XV. II, 12, the Eleventh
King, XV. 12, 13, for three years

and a half, xv. 12, 16, shall be
received by the Jews as Christ,

XV. II, 12, 15, rebuild the

temple, xv. 15, abhor idols, ib.

first mild, then persecuting, xv.

12, 15, especially to the Saints,

ib. shall pretend to miracles,

XV. 13, shall be destroyed by
Christ's Advent, xv. 9, 12.

Martyrs under him most
glorious, XV. 17, we must watch
against him, xv. 18, 33.

Antitype, Baptism, xx. 6, Chrism,
xxi. I, Eucharistic Elements,
xxii. 3, /;//;'. pp. xxxi., xl.

Apelles, his heresy, iv. 20, note 2,

xvi. 4, note 3.

Apocalypse, not reckoned in the

Canon by .S. Cyril, iv. 36, per-

haps referred to, x. 3, xv. 27,

vide note xv. 16.

Apocryphal or doubtful books not

to be studied, iv. 33, 35, proofs

not drawn from them, xv. 16.

Apostasy foretold by S. Paul, in S.

Cyril's day, xv. 9.

Apostles correspond to the Prophets,

xiv. 26, xvi. 4, 24, morefavoured
than they, xiv. 26.

Holy Ghost in them, xvi. 3,

4, 9, 24, partially before Pen-
tecost, xvii. 12, 13, baptized fully

M

at Pentecost, xvii. 14, 18, supcr-

naturally enlightened, xvi. 17.

Witnesses of the Cross, xiii.

40, and Resurrection, xiv. 22,
hid themselve^j, xiii. 25 (v.

Gospel of Peter, §§ 7, 13),

received power to forgive sins

in the Ploly Ghost, xiv. 22, their

deeds by Him, xvii. 21, <S:c.

Send us to the Old Testament
for proofs of Christ, xiv. 2,

handed down the Scriptures

to us, iv. 35.
Typified by Joshua's twelve

officers, X. II.

Apparel, to be simple, iv. 29.
Archelaus, a Bishop of Mesopotamia,

disputes with Manes, vi. 27—30.

Arianism, iv. 7, x. 5, 6, 9, 14, xi.

14, and Sabellianism alike to be
shunned, iv. 8, xi. 13, 16, 17,

the '
' falling away " spoken of

by S. Paul, xv. 9.

Arius, /;//;-., pp. ii., iii., xlviii.

As far as, vide Until.

Ascension of Christ, iv. 13, 14, fore-

told by the Prophets, xiv. 24,
compared with the translation

of Enoch and Elias, xiv. 25,
preceded the full git't of the
Spirit, xvii. 12, 13.

Astrologers, iv. 18.

Athanasius, /«/r. p. iii.

Authenticity, Inir., p. liii.

Azariah, xvi. 28.

Babel, its confusion contrasted with
the gift of tongues at Pentecost,

xvii. 17.

Banker, "be thou a faithlul banker,"
yi. 36.

Baptism, end of the Old Testament,
beginning of the New, iii. 6, of

John, gave remission of sin,

iii. 7, XX. 6, preceded by con-
fession, ib. inferior to Christian
Baptism, iii. 9.

Of our Lord, sanctified ours,

iii. II, xii. 15, Holy Ghost de-

scended on Him after it, xvii.

9, xxi. I, in it He vanquished
the Dragon in the waters, iii. II,

preparatory to His Temptation,
and Ministry, iii. 13, 14, xxi. 4.

Christian, offered to all, Proc.

3, 4, iii. I, 2, a trial, xiv. 30,
xvii. 36, not to be approached
lightly, or hypocritically, Proc.

2-4, i. 3 (vide Faith, Hypo-
crisy, Purpose), to the faithless

a curse, Proc. 3, 4, like the

parable of the Marriage Feast,

Proc. 3, iii. 2, the impenitent

though washed, not accepted,

ib. 2, 4, xvii. 36, case of Simon
Magus, Proc. 2, xvii. 35, pre-

paration for it, Proc. 16, i. 6,

iv. 37, during Lent, Proc. 4,

i- 5, iv. 3, Catechi/.ing and
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Exorcisms, Proc. 9-14, i. 5,

Repentance, Proc. 4, ii. 5, &c.
iii. 2, 7, 8. Confession, i. 2, 5)

men must bring F.'xith, and loolc

to God for more, Proc. 1 7, v. 9,

not the purpose of Baptism, but
evil motives to be laid aside,

Proc. 4, 5.

Given in tlie n.ime of the

Holy Trinity, iii. 3, xvi. 4, 19.

Waters of liajitism, Proc. 16,

iii. 3, 4, contain Christ, Proc.

15, why by water, iii. 5. One,
iv. 37, but once to be received,

Proc. 7, xvii. 36, by Heretics not

Baptism, ii). Sanctified by our
Lord's Baptism, iii. 9, li, xii.

15, no salvation without it,

iii. 4, 10, except to Martyrs, ib.

P'reely given to faith only,

Proc. 8, i. 4, V. 10, conveys
remission of sins, Proc. 8, 15,

16, iii. 15, to all equally, i. 5,

xvii. 37, xviii. 20, the gift of

the Holy Ghost, iii. 2, 4, 14,

16, iv. 16, but not equally to all,

i. 5^ xvii. 37.

Glory and blessing of Baptism,
Proc, 6, 15, 16, though despised

by the world, ib. Regenera-
tion, ib. i. 2, iii. 4, iv. 37, xx. 4.

Illumination, xiii. 21. Adoption,
Proc. 16, iii. 14, xi. 9, titles of,

Proc. 16, called " Seal indel-

ible," Proc. 17 (vide Sca^),

transplants into spiritual Para-

dise, grafts in the Holy Vine,
i. 5, xix. 9, xx. 7, imparts super-

natural gifts, iii. 13, xvii. 37.
Deatli of sin, new life, Proc. 5>

16, iii. 12, xx. I, makes us

members of Christ, xxi. i, pre-

pares for the resurrection, iv.

32, destroys the sting of death,

iii. II. Fellowship w^ith Christ's

sufferings, iii. 12, xx. 5-7, called

the " Gift," i. 6, ii. 9, iii. 2, 4, 5,

13, &c. of God, through men,
'^^ii) 35> 36- Its twofold grace
of Water and the Spirit, iii. 4,
16, inseparable, ib. typified by
Circumcision, v. 6, to be dili-

gently cherished, i. 4, xv. 26,

xvii. 37, works after it recorded,

XV. 23.

Names of Candidates enrolled,

Proc. i, 4, i. 5, of the Baptized
written in the Ijook of the living,

xiv. 30, many who fall away
blotted out, ib. sins after it re-

corded against the Judgment,
XV, 23, xviii. 20, scoffing at,

Proc. 16.

Baptism of Martyrs in blood,
iii. 10, xiii. 21, typified by the
blood from our Lord's side, ib.

water of Baptism, by the water,
il).

Baptism of fire, xvii. 8, of the

Holy Ghost, XV. 12, 14.

Administered by Bishops,

Priests, or Deacons, xvii. 35.
Rites previous to, xix. 2, &c.

Renunciation of Satan and his

works, ib. 2-9. Profession of

Faith, xix. 9, symbolical putting
off of garments, xx. 2, anointing
with exorcised oil, xx. 3. Con-
fession of the Trinity, xx. 4.

Trine immersion, ib. symbolical
of Christ's three-days' Inu-ial, ib.

our death and birth, ib. repre-

sentation of Christ's sufferings,

XX. y-y, followed by the Chrism,
xxi. (vide /n/r. Ch. iii. -v.).

Baptism of the Manichees, vi.

33-

Baptistery, xix. 2.

Barnabas, his preaching in the Holy
Ghost, xvii. 28.

Baruch, accounted in the Canon, iv.

35. quoted xi. 15.

Basil, the Great, I/iir. p. viii.

]]asilides, his heresy, vi. 17.

Basilisk, ix. 14.

Bath, of Baptism, not common
water, Proc. 16, iii. 2.

Beasts, witnesses of God's power
and glory, ix. 13, emblems of

human tempers, ib. in the Ark,
xvii. 10.

Bees, display God's power and
wisdom, ix. 13, emblematical
lessons to man, ib.

Beginning (a-pxv), only One the

Father, xi. 14, 20, 22.

Believer (vide Faithful).

Bishops, ministers of Baptism, xvii.

35, order of, xvi. 22, xvii. 35,
reverence due to them, iv. 35,
first Bishop of Jei"usalem,

S. James, iv. 28, xiv. 21, first

fifteen of Jerusalem Hebrews,
xiv. 15. Ancient Bishops
settled and handed down the

Canon, iv. 35, strife among
them a sign of Antichrist, xv. 9.

Birds show forth God's glory, ix. 12.

Birth, New, Christ its author, xvii.

10, the gift of Baptism (vide

Baptism, Regeneration).

Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost,
danger of it, iv. 16, xvi. i.

Blood and water from Christ's side,

typical, iii. 10, xiii. 21. Bap-
tism of Blood, iii. 10, river

changed into it by Moses cor-

responds with the Passion, xiii.

21, blood of the Paschal Lamb,
xix. 2, 3, blood not to be eaten,

iv. 28, vide xvii. 29, Blood of

Christ (vide Eticharist).

Body, work of God, not of the evil

one, iv. 4, 22, viii. 3, xii. 26,

vilified by Heretics, ib. instru-

ment not cause of sin, iv. 23,
true part of man, iv. 18, 22,

xviii. 20, its excellence shows
God's glory, ix. 15, to be
cleansed by penitence, iv. 23,

cleansed by the water of Baj)-

tism, iii. 4, yet may be washed
without the soul being enlight-

ened, Proc. 2, of Christians,

temple of the Holy Ghost, iv.

23, to be kept pure for its resur-

rection, iv. 26, 30, xviii. 20,

resurrection of, encouragement

to holiness, xviii. i, shown from
.-xnalogies of nature, &c. , iv. 30,
xviii. 6, &c., sliares with the
soul, as its deeds, so its reward,
xviii. 19 (vide Resurrection).

Christ's (vide Incarnation,
Manhood,) a bait to Death, xii.

15, veil of His Godhead, xii.

26, ty[)ified by bread, xiii. 19,
received under the figure of
bread, xxii. 3, truly received
in the Eucharist, xxii. i— 6.

Christians made one with His
body, and blood, xxii. I—3,
(vide Eucharist, Flesh).

Book of life, names of the Baptized
written in, xiv. 30, book of the
Angels, iv. 24, our renunciation
of sin recorded in God's Book,
xix. 5.

Bread, a prophetic symbol of Christ's

body, xiii. 19, of the Eucharist,
Christ's body, xxii. i—6, 9,
xxiii. 7, signified by the show-
bread, xxii. 5, Substantial bread,
xxiii. 15, the Bread has respect
to the body, the Word to the
soul, xxii. 5 (v. Intr. Ch. vii.).

Breath of Christ gave power to for-

give sin, xiv. 22, xvii. 12, and
the Holy Ghost paraally, xvii.

12. Breathing on Candidates
for Baptism, Proc. 9, of Exor-
cism, xvi. 18, XX. 3.

Burial of Christ, iv. il, in the Earth
to bless the Earth, xiii. 18, 35,
xiv. II, foretold by the Prophets,
xiii. 34, xiv. 3, in a garden,
xiv. II, with Christ in Baptism,
Proc. 2, iii. 12, xx. 4, 5.

Caiaphas, his desolate house a wit-

ness to the Cross, xiii. 38.

Cain, an instance of God's mercy,
ii. 7.

Candidates for Baptism, (purt^o/xevoi,

Proc. I, xi. 9, distinct from
Catechumens, and from Be-
lievers, Proc. 12, 13, must
bring a true heart, Proc. 1-4,

the careless or hypocritical must
not forego Baptism but their

sin, ib. 4, seriousness becoming
their awful situation, ib. 13-15
(v. Intr. Ch. HI.).

Canon of Scripture settled and
handed down by Apostles and
Ancient Bishops, iv. 35, to be
received from the Church, iv.33.

Carpocrates, his heresy, vi. 16.

Cataphrygians or Montanists, xvi. 8.

Catechizings previous to Baptism, to

be diligently attended, Proc. 9,

10, i. 5, their importance, ib.

guard against error, ib. iv. I,

planting, or building up of the

Faith, Proc. II. Creed their

subject, ib. iv. 2, 3, not to be
revealed to Catechumens or

Gentiles, Proc. 12, (v. end of

Proc. and/;//;-. Ch. IL § i).

Catechumen, meaning of the name,
Proc. 6, distinct from the Faith-

ful, ib. i. 4, V. I, not to be
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infoimed of mysteries, Proc. 12,

nor of the Creed, v. 12, vi. 2;)

(v. //;//-. Ch. II. § I).

Catholic Church, vi. 2, xvi. 22, xvii.

29, xviii. I.

Meaning of the wonl, xviii.

23. Tiie n.ime a mark of the

true Ciiurcl), xviii. 26, to dis-

tinguish it from Heretical as-

semblies, ib.

Ceremonies of the Law abolished in

the Church, xvii. 29.

CeriiUhus, his heresy, vi. 16.

Chaff mingled with water by the

Manicliees, vi. 31.

Chanting of Psalms, xiii. 26, xxiii.

20, imitation of Angels, xiii. 26.

Charms forbidden, iv. 37.
Chastity, iv. 24, taught by the Holy

Ghost, xvi. 19, 22.

Chenibim, ii. 17, ix. 3.

Children, Song of the Three Children

—instance of Confession, ii. 16.

Chrism, or Holy Ointment, typical

of Christ's unction by the Holy
Ghost, .xxi. I, 2, after the invo-

cation of Christ's name, by the

presence of His Godhead, con-

veys the Holy Ghost, xxi. 3,

the gift of Christ, ib. sym-
bolically applied to the different

parts of the body, xxi. 3, 4,

gives the name of Christians,

xxi. I, 5, types of it in the Old
Testament, xxi. 6, 7, to be kept
unspotted, xxi. 7, prepares us

for our conflict, xxi. 4, Intr.

Ch. VI. § I.

Christ, meaning of the word, x. 4,

II, 14, many so called typically,

xi. I, xxi. I, 2.

Aaron, X.I I, xvi. 13. Saul and
David, xvi. 13, Christians, xxi. i.

Name shared by the Baptized,

Proc. 15, xxi. I.

Christ Jesus the true Christ,

X. 14, xi. I.

One, x. 3, 4, though with

many titles, ib. His name
separated by the Valentinians,

vi. 17, 18.

His twofold Nature in One
Person, iv. 9, xii. I, xv. i.

Son of God, and Son of David,
xi. 5.

God, iv. 7i ^'cry God, x. 6,

xi. 9, 14, proved from the Pro-

phets, xi. 15, &c. God of God,
begotten, iv. 7, xi. 4, 16, 18.

Son of God, iv. 7, vi. i, vii. i,

&c. xii. 24, (v. Son), only-be-

gotten, iv. 7, vii. 4, (v. Only-
lie^oltcii). Eternally, xi. 4, 7,

8, 13, 17, 20, without beginning,

xi. 4, 5, 7. Partaker of the

Father's Godhead, together

with the Holy Ghost, vi. 6,

(v. Trinity), of the Father, xi.

14, 20, xiii. 14, begotten not

made, xi. 14, 17, 19, 20, 21,

(v. Arias). Like in all things

to the Father, iv. 7, xi. 4, 9,

18, not the same as the Father,

xi, 17, 18, (v. SaMlins), how

subordinate to the Father, x. 9,
how one with the Father, xi. 16,

with the Father before His In-

carnation, X. 6, 8.

Word Porsonai of the Father,
iv. 8, xi. 10. Wisdom and
Power of the Father, xi. 4.
Maker of all things, by the will

of the Father, iv. 7, x. 6, xi. 11,

12, 21-24, and their Lord, ib.

(v. Lord). His Throne Kternal,
iv. 7, xi. 17, (v. Session, Throne).
Anointed Priest before all ages,

x. 4, 14, xi. I.

As Creator so restorer of the
world, vi. II, only way to the
Father, x. 1,2, God made man,
xii. 3, 15, xiii. 33, truly nia'le

man, iv. 9. God duelling with
man, xi. 3. Emmanuel, xi. 14,
Son of David, xi. 5, xii. 23.
His incarnation, its reasons,
xii. I, &c. xiii. },">,, (v. Imarna-
tion), not a deified man, xii. 3,
was with the old Fathers, x. 7,

xii. 16. God seen in Him, xiv.

27. His various names, express
His various offices, x. 3, 4, 11,

13, &c.

Every thing concerning Him
written in the Prophets, xii. 16,

xiii. 8, V. Lect. x.-xv. passim
(v. Prophets). Witnesses of Him,
X. 17-20, xiii. 38-40, xiv. 22, 23.
The glory of Baptism, iii. 9,

II, sanctified it, ib. xii. 15,
preached not till Baptized, iii.

14, the Holy Giiost came upon
Him, xvii. 9, xxi. 2, 3, like but
far higher than the Prophets,
xiv. 26, alone sinless, ii. 10,

iii. II, xiii. 3, 5. His righteous-

ness greater than our sin, xiii. 33.
Died for us, xiii. 2, (v. Cruci-

fixion, Death), truly, xiii. 4, 37,
voluntarily, xiii. 3, 5, 6, 33.

Delivered the old Fathers
from Hades, iv. 11, (v. Hades).

His appearanc2 after the Re-
surrection, xiv. II, 12, (v. Re-
surrection).

His Ascension, xiv. 24.

Sits at God's riglit hand, xiv.

27, present in the Church, xiv.

30.

His second coming in glory,

as His first in humiliation,

XV. I, (v. Advent), warned us

against being deceived about it,

XV. 4, comes no more from the

Earth, xv. 10, our Judge, xv. 25.

His Kingdom shall have no end,

XV. 26, 27.

We are made partakers of

Him by the Holy Chrism, xxi.

I, 6, and the Eucharist, xxii. i,

(v. Father, God, Jesus, Son,

Trinity, Word).
Christians so called by the Holy

Ghost, xvii. 28, partakers of

Christ's name, x. 16, xxi. i,

honour of this, x. 20, tiie new
name spoken of by the Pro-

phets, X. 16.

M 2

Spread over the world, x. 16,

xvi. 22, slandered through the

cr'nies of heretics, xvi. 8, \\\\o

(;\lsely share their name, ib.

vi. 12, to be especially perse-

cuted by Antichrist, xv. 12, 15,

figures of Christ, xxi. i.

Church Catholic tiiroughout the
world, xvi. 22, xviii. 23, (v.

Kinqdoin), governed and sancti-

fied by the Comforter, xvi. 14,

19, 22, xvii. 13. Christ present
in her assemblies, xiv. 30, ever
present witness of Christ, xiii.

40, (v. Creed, Faith). New
Covenant established in her by
the blessed Trinity, xvii. 29.

i^aptism plants in her, Proc. 17,

xviii. 26, witness and keeper of

Holy Writ, iv. 33, 35, xv. 13,

(v. Scripture), her teaching
guard from error, iv. I, 2, xi.

18, xii. 17, xvii. 3.

Her order, Proc. 4, 13, con-

trasted with heresy, vi. 35, 36,
reverence in Church, Proc. 14,

15, due to her ancient Bishops
from her children, iv. 35, to be
diligently attended before and
after Baptism, i. 6, xviii. 28.

Meaning of the word iKK\7)CT[a,

xviii. 24, 25. Christian has
succeeded the Jewish, ib. why
called Catholic, ib. 23, 26, her
glories, xviii. 28.

Falling away in it a sign of

Christ's coming, xv. 7, makes
way for Antichrist, xv. 9, 18,

existed in S. Cyril's day, ib.

lurking heretics in it, ib.

Church, of the Apostles, xvi. 4, of

Golgotha, xiv. 6, (v. Golgjtha),

of the Resurrection, ib. adorned
by Kings, xiv. 9, 14. Constan-
tine, il). 22. Witness of the

Resurrection of the Lord, ib. 23,
the last five Lectures delivered

there, xviii. 33, Intr. p. xii.

Circumcision, a seal—type of the

seal of tlie Spirit in Baptism, v,

5, 6, of the Spirit, v. 6.

Clement of Rome, quoted, xviii. 8.

Clouds show God's glory, ix. 9.

Comforter, not diverse from the

Holy Ghost, xvii. 2, xvi. 3, 4,

why so called, xvi. 20, governs

and sanctifies the Church, xvi.

22, Angels and Prophets, xvi.

23, abides for ever with the

Faithful after Baptism, xvii. 37,
(v. Spirit), Manes called him-

self the Comforter, vi. 25, xvi.

6, 9, and Montanus, xvi. 8.

Ccmniunion in Clirist's mysteries,

i. I, in the Holy Ghost given

according to each man's laith,

i. 5, Communion Service, xxiii.

i,&c., /;/.'';-. Ch. V., VII.

Confession, ^^oixoXoyrian, v. ii. 15,

of sins, before Baptism, i. 2, S,

takes away sin, as in David's

case, ii. 11, 12. Hczekiah's, ib.

15, can quench fire, and tame

lions, ib. 16, made before John's
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Baptism, iii. 7, by Martyrs,

iii. 10, /;///-. Ch. Ill § II.

Of the Trinity in Baptism,

XX, 4, /«/;-. Ch. IV. § II.

Of the seraphim ; dfoKoyla,

xxiii. 6.

Confessors comforted by the Holy
Ghost, xvi. 20, 21.

Consecration of the Bread and Wine,

xxiii. 7, /«/;'. pp. xxvii., xxxv.

Constantine, xiv. 22.

Continence, or widowhood, iyKpd-

Tita, iv. 26, X. 19, XV. 23.

Controversy, an evil, though neces-

sary, vi. 13, how to be engaged

in, xiii. 22, 37, (v. Heresy^.

Corneliusthough regenerated, yet bap-

tized with water, iii. 4, xvii. 27.

Covenant New in the Church, xvii.

29, of Noah and Moses not

made without water, iii. 5-

Covetousness conquered through the

Holy Ghost, xvi. 19.

Creation, how to be ascribed to the

Father and Son, vi. 9, xi. 21,

22, of all things by God denied

by Heretics, iv. 4, of the world

in spring-time answered by the

Resurrection at the same time,

xiv. 10, material creation, good

in itself, marred by the creature,

ii. I, blasphemed by Manichees,

vi. 31. God seen in it, ix. 2,

glorifies Him, ix. 5, &c., we
know but little of it, ix. 13, 14,

should teach us reverence to

Him, ix. 16.

Creator of all things God, iv. 4, vi.

7, not the author of evil, ii. I, 4,

blasphemed by Heretics, ix. 4,

Creator of the world its Restorer,

vi. II.

Creed, -nla-ns, (v. Faith), to be re-

ceived from the Church, v. 12,

collected and proved from Scrip-

ture, ib. iv. 17, epitome of ne-

cessary doctrine for the weak,

ib. provision for our way, ib.

safeguard against error, iv, 2,

vii. I, 4, viii. I, ix. 4, x. 4, xi.

I, XV. 2, 27, xvii. 3, xviii. I,

confutes Sabellius, xvii. 34, not

to be written down, or divulged

to Catechumens, v. 12, its Ar-

ticles briefly expounded, iv., of

Jerusalem, Intr. p. xlvii.

Cross, chief boast of the Church
Catholic, xiii. i, 22, redeemed
and enlightened the world, ib.

we must not be ashamed of it,

xiii. 3, 36, 37, glorified by the

Resurrection, xiii. 4, glory to

Christ, xiii. 6, foretold by Jere-

miah, xiii. 19, and Moses, ib.

if an illusion, so is our salvation,

xiii. 37, foundation of the I'aith,

xiii. 38.

Sign of it to be used on all

occasions, iv. 14, xiii. 22, 36,

scares devils, iv. 13, xiii. 3, 36,
its power and virtue, xiii. 40,
Christ's royal sign, iv. 14, xii.

8, trophy, xiii. 40, " Sign of the

Son of Man," xiii. 41, xv. 22,

Cross, wood of it dispersed through

the world, iv. 10, note, x. 19,

xiii. 4, witness of Christ through

the world, x. 19, of His real

Passion, xiii. 4.

Cross, Basilica of the Holy Cross,

/;//;•. p. xliii. (v. Golgotha).

Crown of thorns, signified the can-

celling of Adam's curse, xiii. 17,

18.

Crucifixion not in appearance, but

real, iv. 10, xiii. 4, if an illusion,

so is Salvation, xiii. 37, for our

sins, iv. 10, xiii. 3, 5, 33. its

time the same as that of the

descent of the Spirit, xvii. 19,

this and its other circumstances

foretold, xiii. 24, &c. its wit-

nesses, xiii. 38-40.

The Crucified, xiii. 3, 22, 23, 36, 40.

Curiosity, about mysteries of Bap-

tism fearful, Proc. 2, 4, iii. 7.

To be limited by what is

written, xi. 12, xvi. i, 2, to give

place to faith, xi. 19, 20.

Cyril of Jerusalem, his early years,

Intr. p. i., ordained Deacon by

Macarius, p. ii.. Priest by Maxi-

mus, p. iii., Preacher and Cale-

chist, ib. his Consecration as

Bishop, p. iv., letter to Con-

stantius on the luminous Cross,

ib, dispute with Acacius, ib.

deposition and appeal, p. vi.,

welcomed at Tarsus by Sylvanus,

and meets with Semi-Arian Bi-

shops, p. vii., confronts Acacius

at Synod of Seleucia, ib., de-

posed again by a Synod at

Constantinople, p, viii., returns

from exile on accession of Julian,

p. ix. ,
Julian's attempt to rebuild

the Temple, ib. appoints his

nephew Gelasius successor to

Acacius at Cresarea, p. x.

,

banished a third time, ib. re-

turns after death of Valens, ib.

finds Jerusalem full of heresy

and licentiousness, ib. present

at the 2nd General Council,

p. xi., justified and commended
by Synod of the following year,

382, ib. died 386, ib. His doc-

trine of Baptism, p. xxx., of

Chrism, p. xxxiii., of Eucharist,

p. xxxv., of the Holy Trinity,

p. xlvii., his writings, p. liii.

Daniel, his power in the Holy Ghost,

xvi. 31, prophesied of the Ro-

mans, xii. 18, XV. 13, of the

time of the Messiah, xii. 19, of

Antichrist, xv. 9-16, explana-

tion of his prophecy, ib. en-

dured not the sight of the Angel,

xii. 14 (v. Confession).

Darkness made by the author of

Light, ix. 7, denied by heretics,

ib. (v. Night), of the Crucifixion

foretold, xiii. 24.

David (v, Christ, S/irit), spake of

Christ by the Holy CHiost, x. 15,

xiv. 28. Christ his .Son, and
Heir of his throne, xii, 23, not

the exclusiveobject of the Psalms,

ib. vii. 2.

Saved by Confession, ii. 10,

yet refused not penitence, though

forgiven, ii. 11.

Deacons the fist seven, firstborn

children of the Church of Jeru-

salem, xvii. 24, may administer

]5aptism, xvii. 35.

Dead, how Clirist so called, x, 4,

raised by Elijah and Elisha, xiv.

15, 16, by Christ without touch-

ing them, xiv. 16, in His name,

witness Plis resurrection, xiv,

23 (v. Resurrection, Judgment).

Death, invisible whale of death, xiv.

17, brought by the First man,

as Life by the Second, xiii. 2,

v. xii. 15, doom of sins, xiii. 33,

vanquished by Christ's death,

xii. 15, xiv, 19, sting destroyed

in Baptism, iii. 11, death in

Baptism, Proc. 5, iii. 12, xx. 4.

Of Christ real not illusory,

xiii. 4, not for His sin, but ours,

xiii. 5, 33, voluntary, ib. 6, 28,

foretold by tlimself, xiii. 6.

God's sentence, and His mercy

reconciled in it, xiii. 33.

Demetrius of Phalerum, iv. 34.

Descent into Hell, iv. 11, xiv. 19.

Of the Spirit on Christ, how
explained, xvii. 9.

Despair, its evils, ii. 5.

Devil, meaning of the word, ii. 4,

the dragon, Proc. 16, apostate

Serpent, iv. 37, first work of

God, viii. 4, fallen Archangel,

ii. 4, viii. 4, impenitent, iv. i,

author of evil by this free choice,

ii. 14, not the Lord of the world,

viii. 6, 7, his envy against man,

xii. 5, xix. 4, prompts not forces

to sin, ii. 3, 4, iv, 21, 37, men
have freely chosen him their

Father, vii. 13, knew not Christ,

xii. 15, tries to prejvidice truth

by his counterfeits in idolatry,

XV. II, shall work personally in

Antichrist, xv, 14, and war with

the Martyrs, xv. 17, vanquished

and cast out through the Holy
Ghost, xvi. 19, endured by God
that man may conquer him, viii.

4, watches the Candidates for

Baptism, Proc. 16, renounced

with his works in Baptism, xix.

2-9 (v, Intr. Ch, IV, § 1 7),

what his works are, ib,, pursues

us to l')a]itism, xix. 2, 3.

Devils tremble at the seal of Bap-
tism, i. 3, xvii. 35, 36, and the

sign of the Cross, xiii. 3, pos-

session by them fearful, xvi. 15,

power against them given by
the Holy Ghost, xvi. 12, 22,

acknowledge Christ, while Jews
knew Him not, x. 15, lurked in

our members till Baptism, xx,

2, driven away by the Exorcised

oil, XX, 3.

Devotion, end of religious knowledge,
vi, 7, xi, 12, 20, xvi, I, 2.

Diocese, xiv. 21, xvi, 22, (v. iropoi>fi'a).
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Dispensation, from tlie Father and
the Son one, xvii. 5 (v. oIko-

VOlllci).

Divination, to be shunned by Chris-

tians, iv. 37.
Divisions in the Clunch make way

for Antichrist, xv. 7, 9, 18.

Docetcp, iv. 9, vi. 14, xii. 3.

Doctrines to be withheld from Cate-
chumens, Proc. 12, tnie, equally
necessary with good works, iv.

2, to be proved from Scripture,

iv. 17, xii. 5, xiii. 8 (v. Faitli,

Scii/^tiire), not fully compre-
hended by us, xi. 12, 19, xvi. I,

fondness for ingenious rather

than practical ones, an evil sign,

XV. 9.

Door, Christ, x. i, 3.
Dove, why a symbol of the Holy

Spirit, xvii. 9, of Noah, xvii. 10.

Dragon, xii. 15, head of the Dragon,
heresy, xv. 27.

In the waters, Proc. 16, iii. 11.

Earth freed from Adam's curse by
Christ's burial, xiii. iS, 35,
xiv. II.

East, symbolical turning towards it

in Baptism, xix. 9.

Easter, xvii. 20, xviii. 2>3, season of
B.iptism, ib.

Ebionites, vi. 16.

i^oypt; Christ went there to destroy
its idols, X. 10, His witness, x.

19, deliverance from, typical of
Baptism, xix. 3, 4.

Elder, seventy Elders had the Holy
Spirit, xvi. 25.

Elijah full of the Holy Spirit, xvi.

28, saw Christ in Sinai and
Tabor, xii. 16, his raising the
dead answers objections against

Christ's resurrection, xiv. 15,

compared with it, ib. 16, his

translation compared with
Christ's ascension, xiv. 25, not
so favoured as the Apostles,
xiv. 26, typical passing of Jor-
dan, iii. 5.

Elisha full of the Holy Ghost, xvi.

28, supernaturally enlightened,

ib. 17, his raising the dead, xiv.

15, 1 6, compared with Christ's, ib.

Elizabeth full of the Holy Ghost,
xvii. 7.

Emmanuel v. Immanuel.
End of the world not end of Christ's

kingdom or person, xv. 27-32.
Enlighten, said of Baptism, Proc. i,

xiii. 21, Simon Magus not en-

lightened though baptized, Proc.

2, the Holy Ghost enlightens,

xvi. 16-18, xvii. 13 (v. Illit-

miiialc).

Enmity, there is. a righteous enmity,
vi. 35, xvi. 10, against blas-

phemers of God, taught by the

world's wonders, ix. 16.

Epistles of .St. Paul final seal of the
Scripture, iv. 36, why most
numerous, x. 18, their com-
pleteness and variety of teaching

about the Holy Ghost, xvii. 34.

Epistle of the Apostles on the ob-
servance of the Jewish Law by
Gentiles, iv. 28, xvii. 29, Uni-
versal, ib.

Eternity of the Son of God, xi. 20,
of His generation, iv. 7, of His
Priesthood, x. 14, of His throne,
xiv. 27, Intr. Ch. X.

Ethiopia, Church there, xvi. 22,
taught by the Eunuch, xvii. 25,
xvi. 14.

Eucharist, Christ's blessed gift, xiii.

6, Tiie Body and ]51ood of the
Lord truly there, xxii. I, 2, under
the figure of Bread and Wine,
xxii. 3, The Bread and Wine
after invocation not simple ele-

ments, but the Jjody and Blood
of Christ, xix. 7, xxii. 2, 6, 9,
xxiii. 7, not bread and wine,
but the sign of Christ's Body
and Blood, xxiii. 20, analogy of

Idol-sacrifices, xix. 7, of the
Holy Cluism, xxi. 3, we must
not judge by sense of this mys-
tery, xxii. 6, 9, but believe that

we have received Christ's Body
and Blood, ib. 1-6, xxiii. 20, a
spiritual mysteiy, xxii. 4, 8.

Tlie Bread and Wine after the

invocation of the Holy Trinity,

xix. 7, made the Body and
Blood of Christ, xxiii. 7, sanc-

tified and changed by the Holy
Ghost, ib. gifts hallowed by
the Holy Ghost, xxiii. IQ.

Spiritual Sacrifice of Propitia-

tion, xxiii. 8, 9, supplications

after it for the living, ib. 8, and
the Dead, xxiii. 9.

The Substantial Bread, xxiii.

15, nourishment of Soul and
Body, ib., xxii. 5.

Typified by the Show-Eread,
xxii. 5, foretold by David, ib. 7,

and Ecclesiastes, ib. 8.

By it we bear Christ in us,

xxii. 3, Mode of Communicating
in Christ's Body, xxiii. 21, and
Blood, xxiii. 22, "Eucharistic
Doctrine," /«/;•. Ch. VII.

Eve a virgin in Paradise, xii. 5, death
througii her, as through Mary,
life, xii. 15, her birth as strange

as our Lord's, ib. 29.

Evil the creature's work, not the

Creator's, ii. I, evil God be-

lieved by the Manichees and
Gnostics, vi. 12, 13, physical

evil, ix. 14.

Exercise, &(rKr}Tis, previous to Bap-

tism, i. 5, iii. 7.

Exorcisms previous to Baptism,

Proc. 9, expel evil spirits, ib.

cleanse the soul, ib. collected

from^ the Scriptures, ib. to be
diligently attended, i. 5, power
through the Holy Ghost, xvi.

19, 22, /nir. p. xix.

Exorcised oil, xx. 3.

Ezckiel saw but the likenesss of

God's glory, ix. i, his vision,

ix. 3, prophecy of Baptism, iii.

16, xvi. 30.

Faith, ground and bond of human
action, v. 3, principle of holi-

ness, V. 4, 7, exemplified in
Abraham, v. 5, power of faith,

ii. 16, V. 7, 8, in one man for
another, v. 8, 9, partly our own,
but chicfiy God's gift to those
who ask, V. 9, two kinds of
faith ; one, our assent to doc-
trines ; saves at once, v. 10,
another, a gift of the Spirit

;

reward of the former, working
miiacles, v. 11.

Alone wanted to cure our
worst sins, ii. 6, in Baptism, i,

I, V. 2, xvii. 35, nccessaiy to
our New Birth, i. 2, iii. i, en-
ables us to receive the gift of
Baptism, v. 6, purifies the soul,

iii. 2, makes sons of God, vii.

13, without works saved the
robber, v. 10, xiii. 31, God can
give faith to the faithless if he
but asks, Proc. 17, v. 9, to be
tried by false miracles as well as
persecution, xv. 17, and by false

doctrine, xiii. 37.
Faith, TTians, i. e. the Creed—one,

Proc. 7, xvi. 4, 24, delivered by
the Cliurch and proved from
Scripture, iv. 17, v. 12, guard
against error, iv. 2, outline of
teaching, iv. 3, v. i, note xiv.

'

24, 27, a deposit, and treasure,

v. 13 (v. Creed).

Faithful, i.e. Baptized Christians,
Proc. 13, dignity of the title,

Proc. 6, V. I, 2, new name given
in Baptism, i. 4, must not pre-
sume, ii. 3, Intr. p. xv.

Fall of Adam corresponded to in its

circumstances by the Passion,
xiii. 19.

Fasting taught by the Holy Ghost,
xvi. 12, means towards salva-

tion, ii. 9, preparatory to Bap-
tism, iii. 7, part of repentance,
ib. 16, iv. 37, David's, ii. 12,

reason of fasting, iv. 27, those
who cannot not to be despised,

ib. fast of the Preparation, xviii.

17 (v. Meats).

Fatalism of heretics, iv. i8-20, vii.

13-

Fate not cause of sin, iv. 18-21, vii.

13, nor of our Sonship to God,
vii. 13, God not sul)jecl to it,

iv. 5.

Father, One God the lather, vii. i,

xi. 13, to be included in our
notion of God, vi. 1, Father, by
the Son, with the Holy Ghost
bestows all things, xvi. 4, 24,

xviii. 28 (v. Trinity), One in

glory with the Son and Holy
Ghost, vi. I, the God of the Old
Testament, vii. 6, Maker of the

World, ib. , through the Son,

vi. 9, xi. II, 12, 21-24.

The Father in respect of the

Son, vii. 1-5, viii. i, as opposed
to Jewish unbelief, vii. 2, pro-

perly and by nature the Father

of Christ, iv. 4, vi. i, vii. 5, 7,
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10, how lie begat tlie Son, He,
with the Son and Holy Gliost,

alone knows, xi. 8, ii, we know
but negatively, ib. heresies as

to how God is Father, vi. 6,

vii. 5, xi. 4, 7-IO, 14, 18, not

chancjed into the Son, xi. 13,

17, 18, distinct, yet not to be

separated from the Son, iv. • 8

(v. Ariiis, Sabclliits), suffered

not for us, xi. 17, Father from

Eternity, vii. 5, xi. 4, 8, never

not the Father, iv. 5, vii. 5, li,

The beginning {apxh &>'apxo5)

of the Son, xi. 4, note 3, 14, 20,

xiii, 23, apart from time, xi. 20,

in the Son, xi. 17, one with tire

Son,xi. i6,calledby the Son His

God, xi. 18, fountain of life, and
good, vi. 9, xi. 18, 20, xviii. 29,

worshipped through, xi. 17, xii.

15, and with the Son, x. i, 2,

only known to the Son and
Holy Ghost, vi. 6, vii. 11, ix. I,

2, xi. 12, revealed by the Son,

through and with the Holy
Ghost, vi. 6, x. I, seen only in

the Son, x. 7, 8, xi. 18, xiv. 27
(v. Angels).

How called " My Father" by
Christ, vii. 7, xi. 18, 19.

Father of men by adoption,

vii. 8, by faith, and their own
choice, vii. 13, in baptism, xi.

9, inconceivable honour for man
to have God for his Father, vii.

12, xxiii. II.

Other metaphorical senses of

the word, vii. 8- 10.

Satan chosen by men for their

father, vii. 13.

Father, earthly Fathers receive their

prerogative from the Heavenly
Father, vii. 3, to be honoured
by the sons of God, vii. 15,

duty to them, the first Christian

duty, vii. 15, 16.

Fathers of the Old Testament de-

livered by Christ from Hades,
xiv. 19, fountains of truth to us,

xvi. II.

Fig-tree cursed for the sake of the

type, xiii. x8.

Figure, Tuiror, Bread and Wine of

Christ's Body and Blood, xxiii.

3, Inir. p. xxxix.

Figuie,drT£Ti;7rof, Baptism, ofChrist's
sufferings, xx. 6 {/iilr. p. xl.),

Chrism, of the Anointing of the

Holy Ghost, xxi. I, Bread and
AVine, xxiii. 20.

Fire, Exorcisnr compared to it,

Proc. 9, BajHism of, xvii. 8, of

the Holy Ghost like it, xvii. 12,

14, fiery tongues at Pentecost,

xvii. 15, opened Paradise, which
the fiery sword had guarded, ib.

First-born, Christ in an exclusive

sense, xi. 4, Israel so called, ib.

Fishes show God's glory, ix. 11.

Flesh framed by God, xii. 26, not
unholy as heretics say, ib.

Christ not ashamed of it, ib.

hallowed by our Lord's incarna-

tion, xii. 15, His weapon to

conquer the devil, and death,

ib. His flesh the veil of His
Godhead, xii. 26, xiii. 32, "eat-

ing the flesh of Christ," not un-

derstood spiritually by the Jews,
xxii. 4.

Flowers, their varied beauty show
forth God's glory, ix. 10.

Forgiveness of sins, Christ's free gift,

ii. 15, power of conferring it

granted to the Apostles, xiv. 22,

xvii. 12, how typified, xv. 21.

Of injuries required in Bap-
tism, i. 6, case of David and
Shimei, ii. II.

Even Angels forgiven, ii. 10.

Forgiveness of injuries re-

quired from sinners in the Holy
Communion, xxiii. 16 (v. /vV-

missioH, Sin).

Fornication defiles the temple of the

Holy Ghost, iv. 23.

Freedom of the soul, ii. i, 2,iv. 18,21.

Gabriel, his appearance too bright

for Daniel, xii. 14, Messenger
to the blessed Virgin, xvii. 6,

witnessed of the endless king-

dom of Christ, XV. 27.

Galatia, heresy of Marcellus arose

there, xv. 27.

Garment of incorruption, xv. 26, of

Salvation, xix. 10, putting off of

garments in Baptism, xx. 2.

Gaul, the Church there, xvi. 22.

Generation of Christ twofold, xi. 5,

XV. I, His Divine generation

spiritual, xi. 5, 7, 8, mysterious,

xi. 7, 8, not metaphorical, xi. 9,

not as mind begets thought, xi.

10, incomprehensible, iv. 7,

passionless, vi. 6, vii. 5)

known to no creature, xi. 11,

13, only to the Holy Ghost, xi.

12, declared only negatively by
the Church, xi. 11, not to be
examined but believed, xi. 19,

20,—eternal, iv. 7, without be-

ginning, vii. 4, xi. 4, 5, 7, 19,

timeless, xi. 7, 8, 14, 17, 20, (v.

Father, Son).

Gcthsemane, x. 19.

Ghost, Holy (v. .Sfirit).

Gift, name of Baptism, i. 6, heavenly
gift, ii. 20, Gil'ts of the Father,

Son, and Holy Ghost, same,
xvi. 24 (v. Baf'/isin).

Clirism, gift of Christ, xxi. 3.

Gifts of the Eucharist, hallow-

ed by the Holy Ghost, xxiii. 19.

Glory of Christ, eternal, as God, in

time, as crucified, xiii. 6.

Gnostics, iv. 8, vi. 12 ff., their here-

sies, xvi. 7> against the Holy
Ghost, xvi. 4, 7, separated the

two Testaments, xvi. 4, ab-

horred flesh and wines, iv. 27,
note 9, iv. 20, 22.

Goil (v. Creator, Father, Trinity),

knowledge of llim foundation of

religion, iv. 4, ignorance about
llim source of heresy and idol-

atry, iv. 6, viii. I.

One, iv. 4, vi. passim, viii. I,

8, xi. 17, unoriginate, unchange-
able, iv. 4, 5, vi. 7, one first

principle, vi. 12, 13, 36, xi. 28,

incorporeal, vi. 7, 8, ix. I, uni-

form in substance, vi. 7, like to

Himself, vi. 7, infinite, iv. 5, vi.

8, viii. 2, incomprehensible, vi.

2, 4, 7, even to angels, vi. 6, to

all but the Son and Spirit, ib.

X. I, unspeakable in beginning,

form, nature, vi. 7, yet we must,

not indeed declare, but glorify

Him, as far as we know, vi. 5,

ix. 3, 16, our best knowledge to

know our ignorance of Him, vi.

2, invisible, ix. I, 2, seen par-

tially by angels, vii. II, to man
in Christ, x. 6, 7, 8, xii. 16, xiv.

27, dimly in His works, ix. 2, &c.

Both Just and Good, iv. 4, vi.

7, and full of all perfection, vi.

7, 8, 9, Father of Christ, vii. 5,

Maker of all things, iv. 4, ix. i,

&c. of darkness as well as light,

ix. 7, Almighty, and Sovereign

over all things, though long-suf-

fering, viii. I, &c. is in all things,

vi. 8, 9, all things serve Him
save the Son and Spirit, viii. 5.

Forsaken by idolaters, vi. 10,

11, xii. 5, &c.. His great mercy,

ii. 7, 10, pardons worst of sin-

ners who believe, ii. 5, 6.

Present in Baptism, Proc. 15.

Lord both of soul and body,

iv. 4, 22, viii. 3.

Blasphemed by heretics, vi.

12, viii. 8, ix. 16, not two Gods,
vi. 13, viii. 3, not the soul of

the world, viii. 2, various here-

sies concerning Him, iv. 4, 5,

vi. 14, &c.
"God of Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-

cob," xviii. II, 12.

God of God (v. Christ), made man,
xi. 15, xii. 3, xiii. 33.

" God of this world," the words per-

verted by iNIanes, vi. 28, how
explained by Archelaus, and S.

Cyril, vi. 28, 29.

God the Son, the Word, xii. 3. Intr.

p. xlix. (v. Christ, Sen).

God, the Holy Ghost (v. S/>irit).

Golgotha, St. Cyril's first xviii. Lec-
tures spoken in the Church
there, iv. 10, xiii. 22, vide xviii.

33, name typically prophetic of
Christ, xiii. 23, witness of the

Crucifixion, iv. 10, 14, x. 19, xiii.

4, 39, Intr. p. xiii.

Gospel, only four genuine, iv. 36,
forged ones, ib. ManichaMn
Ciospel according to Thomas, iv.

36, vi. 31, our Gospels attested

by the Old Testament, xiv. 2,

that according to St. Matthew
written in Ik-brcw, xiv. 15.

All may hear but not under-
stand the Go- pel, Pmc. 6, vi. 29.

Phr.isc "in the Gospel," ^i*

ei'/a77eAioij, vi. 4, 7, xiii. 21, 35,
"Gospel of Peter,"' xiii. 26,

note I.
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Grace, God's to give, ours to use, i.

4, ncces=riry that we may re-

ceive the truth, xvi. 2. requires

honesty and failh, i. 3. to be re-

ceived and clicrished. xvii. ^y,
given through Christ at the Nev.'

Birth, i. 2.

Gift of grace, ii. 9.

Spirit of grace, xvii. 5.

Greeks, dangerous because of tbcir

plausible words, iv. 2, deny the

resurrection, xviii. i, limit Clod's

power, viii. 2, believe things as

hard as Christ's birth, xii. 27, to

be silenced out of their own
fables, xiii. 37, to be answered
by reasoning, as the Jews by
Scripture, xviii. 10, their shame-
ful idulatry, iv. 6, vi il.

ilabakkuk, carried by the angel to

Daniel, xiv. 25, compared with

Christ, ib.

Hades (V. //<•//).

Hands of Christ stretched on the

Cross typical, xiii. 27, 28. laying

on of, conveys the .Spirit in

both Testaments, xvi. 26.

Head, v. xiii. 23.

Heathenism counterfeits trath to dis-

credit it, XV. II (v. Idolcilry).

Hearers, danger lest they receive

false impressions of truth, xvi. 2.

Heavens, v'. 3, the abode of angels,

iii. 5, made of water, ib. ix. 5,

Heaven distinguished from the

Third Heaven, xiv. 26, its won-
ders shew God's glory, ix. 5,
shall perish but be renewed, xv.

3, Christians, a heaven, xxiii. 11.

Hell, Christ descended thither to

redeem the just, iv. 11, xiv. 19.

Herbs, men changed into them, who
plucked them, according to

Manes, vi. 31.

Heresy manifold, iv. 2, vi. 13, xvii.

33, xviii. I, contrasted with the
Church, vi. 35, a knowledge of
it necessary, vi. 34, xvi. 5, yet

an evil, vi. 13, 33, arising from
presumption, xi. 12, from a mis-
taken thought of honouring the
Father or the Son, xi. 17, v. x.

2, not to be curiously inquired
into, vi. 19.

Heresies alluded to by S. Cyril :

—

z'/(/£? Apelles ; Arius ; Basilides
;

Carpocrates ; Cataphrygians
;

Ceriiuhus ; Docetaj ; Eljionitcs

;

Gnostics ; Manes ; Marcellus
;

Marcion ; Menander ; Mon-
tanus ; Paul of Samosata ; Sa-
bellius ; Simon Magus: "Valen-

tinus.

Heretics perverted Holy Scripture,
iv. 19, vi. 27, their assemblies
to be shunned, iv. 37, how to be
treated, vi. 36, to be avoided,
xvi. 6, why they should be
hated, xvi. 10, falsely called
Christians, vi. 12, on whom
they brought discredit, xvi. 8,

blasphemous to God, xi. 16,

a sign of Christ's coming, xv.

5, formerly manifest, now lurk-

ing in the Church, xv. 9, di-

vided attributes into persons, iv.

4, X. I, 3, xvii. 2.

Hernias a disciple of Manes, vi. 31.

Hezekiah shewed the efficacy of
Confession, ii. 15, not the object

of Isaiah's jirophecy of Imman-
uel, xii. 21, 22.

High Priest, reason of his bathing,
iii. 5, Christ our High Priest, x.

4, 5, II, 14, xii. 28.

Holines.s, all through the Holy Ghost,
iv. 16, Failh its ground, v. 4,

Spirit of, xvii. 5 (v. Sanclijica-

t'lOll).

Hope support to Candidates for Bap-
tism, Proc. 9, 10.

Hour, third, that of the Crucifixion,

and of the descent of the Spirit

at Pentecost, xvii. 19, of the

Crucifixion foretold, xiii. 24, 25.

Human conceptions not to be in-

truded into the mysteries cf the

Gospel, xi. 7, 8.

Human nature of our Lord (v. /«-
caniaiioji).

Hyssop, symbolical, iii. i.

Idols, offerings to, become polluted

by the invocation of the idol's

name, iii. 3, xix. 7, not to be
touched, iv. 28.

Idolatry, worship of God's gifts, vi.

10, its madness, iv, 6, and de-

gradation, vi. 10, II, will be
abhorred by AnticJirist, xv. 1 5.

Ignorance of all creatures concerning
God, vi. 2-6, xi. 11, check to

presumption, not to praise, vi.

5, should repress our curiosity,

xi. II, knowledge of it our
highest wisdom, vi. 2, of what
is written should make us silent

about what is not written, xi.

12, xvi. I, and guarded in speak-
ing, xvi. I.

Illuminated, Proc. I, 2, xviii. 33,
alone know the glory of the
Gospel, vi. 29, /;//;-. p. xvii.

Illumination of the just by the Holy
Ghost, xvi. 3, 1 1, its power,
xvi. 16-18, same as Baptism,
(pwTtTfjia, xiii. 21.

Image, Christ the true Image of God
to subvert the false one, xii. 15,
man, God's image, xii. 5, soul,

made in God's image, iv, 18,

meaning of the " Image of
God," xiv. 10, "our Image,"
argument from the words, x. 6.

Immortality of the soul, God's gift,

iv. 18.

Immanuel, prophecy of, xii. 3,

21 , note 9, meaning of the word,
xi. 14.

Impersonal, (ocyTroVTftTos,) words, iv.

8.

Incarnation of our Lord, real not
illusory, iv. 9, xii. 3, salvation

depends on its reality, xiii. 4,
denied by .Simon Magus, vi. 14.

Must be believed as well as

Christ's Godhead, xii. i, heretical

and infidel objections i priori,

from its necdlessness, xii. 4, rea-

sons for it, NJi. 5 fl'.. Creator of
the world its Restorer, vi. il, to

restore man, xiii. 5, proved from
the prophets, xiii. 8, <S:c. that

man might see God, x. 7, xii,

13, 14, to s.anctify the waters ;- •

that God might be worshipped
;—that man might be made par-

taker of God ;

—

tiiat the Lord
might suffer for us, xii. 15, ob-
jection to its possibility, xii. 4.

answered, xii. 27-30.
Christ Lord and God before

it, X. 6, 12, xi. 20, of a Virgin,

iv. 9, xii. 2, 5, 21, why, xii. 25,

33, 34, blasphemies of heretics

respecting it, ib. xii. 31, without
taint because of the Holy Ghost,
xii. 29, 32, xvii. 6, signs of its

time, place and manner given
by the Prophets, xii. 5, 10-12,

17-24, implied in the histories

of Abraham, Jacob, iNIoses, and
Elias, xii. 16, witnesses of it,

xii- 32, 33-
Satan's counterfeits among

idolaters to discredit it, xv. 11.

Indians, converts to the Church,
xvi. 22.

Inspiration contrasted with possession
by devils, xvi. 15, 16.

Interpretation of Scripture, xiii. 9,
gift of the Spirit, xvi 12 (v.

Scripture).

Interpreter, viii. 7, xiii. 21, xvi. 6,

vide XV. 13.

Invocation of the Holy Trinity gives
a sanctifying power to the water
of Baptism, iii. 3, to the exorcised
oil, XX. 3, analogy of the invoca-

tion of the idols' name on oflcr-

ings to them, iii. 3, xix. 7, of
Christ on the Holy Ointment,
causes it to convey the Holy
Ghost, xxi. 3, of the most Holy
Trinity on the Bread and Wine,
xix. 7, makes them the Body
and Blood of Christ, xxiii. 7,

lutr. pp. xxiii., xxviii., xxxv.
Irenffius quoted, xvi. 6.

Isaiah pruphesied of Christ, xii. 2,

of His birth of a virgin, xii. 2,

this explained, ib. 21, 22, be-

held Christ, xiv. 27, and in the
Spirit foresaw His coming, xiii.

3, witness of His innocence, ib.

foreknowledge given Him by
the Holy Ghost, xvi, 18.

Sawn asunder, ii. 14, xiii. 6.

Jacob saw the Lord, xii. 16, proi)he-

sied of the time of His coming,
ib. 17.

Jeremiah, his prophecy of the Lord's

suffciings, xiii. 7, of geulilc

faith, ib.

Jericho, x. II,

Jerusalem, its Holy Places, Intr.

p. xii., its exclusive piivileges,

iii. 7, xiii. 22, xvi. 4, xvii. 13,

Chri.'^tian opposed to Jewish,

xiii. 7, St. James its first Bishop,
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iv. 28, xiv. 21, first fifteen

Bishops Hebrews, xiv. 15.

Jesus, so named because He saves,

X. II, 12, 13, and heals us, x. 4,

13, meaning in Hebrew, and

Greek, x. 12, 13, Joshua a type

of Him in His kingly office, x.

II (v. Christ). His name
hinted .it by the Prophets, x. 12,

not more distinctly because of

the Jews, x. 12.

Jews study and know the Scriptures

without understanding them,

iv. 2, xii. 13, to be silenced

from the Prophets, xiii. 37,
xviii. 10, despise the testimony

of the Prophets in rejecting the

Lord, vii. 2, x. 2, xii. 2, xiv. 15,

deny that Jesus is Christ, x. 14,

while devils acknowledge Him,
X. 15.

Misinterpret the Propliets,

xii. 21, 22, infidel objections to

the Incarnation, xii. 4, 27, ab-

surdly apply the prophecies of

Christ's eternal kingdom to men,
xii. 2, gainsay our Lord's suffer-

ings, xiii. 7, their subjection to

Rome a proof that Christ is

come, xii. 17, vain attempt to

discredit the Resurrection, xiv.

14, their objections confuted by
the examples of Elijah and
Elisha, xiv. 15.

Their Patriarchs, xii. 17.

Are looking for Antichrist,

xii. 2, will receive him, xv. Ii,

12, 15, will be favoured by him,
XV. 15, their observances and
sabbaths to be shunned, iv. 37.

Job had the Holy Ghost, xvi. 27.

St. John Baptist—his high office,

baptism, and character, iii, 6
(v. Baptism)^ link between the

two covenants, x. 19, delivered

from Hades and death by Christ,

iv. II, xiv. 19.

Sanctified by the Holy Ghost
to baptize Christ, xvii. 8.

St. John the Divine, xii. i.

Jonah a type and proof of Christ's

resurrection, xiv. 17, compared
with Christ, xiv. 17, 18, in the

whale, a type of Christ in Hades,
xiv. 20, his prayer fulfilled only

in Christ, ib.

Jordan, typical, iii. 5, x. II, xiv.

25-

Joseph, his ill-treatment turned to

good by God's providence, viii.

4, full of the Holy Ghost, xvi.

27.

Joseph, how called the Father of
Christ, vii. 9, not really so, xii.

3' 31.:

Judas, xiii. 6, his treason foretold,

xiii. 9, meaning of the name, ib.

cx[)lanation of Zechariah's pro-

phecy relating to him, ib. 10,

II.

Judge, Clirist, of quick and dead,

XV. 26.

Judgment, day of, xv. 21, its glories

and terrors, xv. 22, 26, hope of

the poor and desolate, xv. 23,

God and all Angels present, xv.

24. How Christ bids us pre-

pare for it, XV. 26.

Judgment of our Lord by His
people, a sign foretold, xii. 12,

xiii. 12.

Just, " the Just " delivered by Christ

from Hades (v. Hell).

Illuminated by the Holy
Ghost, xvi. 3, 27.

The Just God blasphemed by
heretics, iv. 4.

Justification given in Baptism, Proc.

16, i. 4, of Abraham by faith.

Even by riches, vhi. 6.

Justin, M., xiii. 26, note i.

Keys of heaven given to St. Peter,

xiv. 26.

Kings reign through God, viii. 5, in

the latter days honour the

Gospel, xiv. 14, taught by the

Church xvii. 10.

Kingdom of Christ, universal : fore-

told by Daniel, xii. 18, without

bound, xii. 24, unwittingly ac-

knowledged in the soldiers'

mockery, xiii. 17, never to end,

iv. 15, XV. 27, heresy of Mar-
cellus regarding it, ib. &c.

God's kingdom, in the Lord's

Prayer, xxiii. 13.

Four great kingdoms, xv. 13,

kingdom of Antichrist, xv. 12, 13.

Kiss of Peace, xxiii. 3.

Knowledge not for curiosity but

devotion, vi. 5, 7, supernaturally

given by the Holy Ghost, xvi.

16, in the Apostles and Pro-

phets, ib. 17, 18.

Lamentations of Jeremiah refer to

the second captivity of the Jews,
xiii. 7,

" Lamp," meaning of in

Psalm 132, X. 15.

Laver of Baptism (AouTpdr), Proc.

2, 7, II, i. 2, iii. 3, 5, iv. 32,
V. 6, &c., one salvation of the

Laver, iv. 37, of Regeneration,

xix. 10, repentance of the Laver,

iv. 32, Laver (Aot/TTJp), in the

Tabernacle an emblem of Bap-
tism, iii. 5-

Law, inspired by the Holy Ghost,

iv. 16, blasphemed by heretics,

iv. 33, fulfilled in Christ, iv. 33,
xiii. 5, its ceremonies now abro-

gated by the Holy Trinity in

the Church, xvii. 29, our school-

master, iv. 33.
Lazarus, his resurrection an earnest

of our deliverance from sin,

ii. 5, and resurrection, xviii. 16,

raised through the faith of

others, v. 9.

Lent, preparation for Baptism during

it, iv. 3, xviii. 32 (v. BaptlsDi).

Lessons from Scripture, Proc. 4, iv.

I, xiv. 24, &c. guard against

error, iv. i, mark canonical

Looks, iv. 33, 36.

Libyans in the Church, xvi. 22.

Life, the Father is true life, xviii,

29, given us in Baptism by Him
who is Life, iii. u, 12. Christ,

•who is life, brought Life, as

Adam Death, xiii. 2 (v. Eve,

Tree). Eternal Life God's gift,

xviii. 28, 29, v/ays of entering

into it, ib. 30, 31.
" Life of Life begotten," iv. 7, xi. 4,

18.

Light made by Him who made
Darkness, ix. 7.

The Father is Light eternal,

vi. 9, light given to souls by
the Cross, xiii. i, by the Holy
Ghost, xvi. 3, II (v. Baptism,

Eidiglilen, Illiiminale).

"Light -of Light begotten," iv. 7,

xi. 4, 18.

Lights, Proc. I, 3, i. I, Intr., ch.

ii. § 4-

"Like in all things to the Father,"

iv. 7, xi. 4, 9, 18, v. xi. 19.

"Like to Himself," vi. 7.
" Likeness of God," xiv. 10.

Lion of the tribe of Judah, x. 3.

Living Spirit (v. Spirit).

Living Word (v. Word).

Lord, Christ Lord of all because

IMaker of all, x. 5, 6, xi. 21,

&c., not by advancement, but

by nature, x. 5, before His In-

carnation, X. 6, from eternity,

x. 9, note 2, by the will of the

Father, x. 9, illustration of this,

xi. 22, Lord of Angels, x. 10.

Lot, xix. 8.

Macedonian empire, iv. 34.
Magic to be shunned by Christians,

iv. 37, service of the devil,

xix. 8.

Maker of all things, iv. 4, visible

and invisible, Christ, xi. 21-24

(v. Creator).

Man, work of Christ as well as of the

Father, x. 6, of God's own
hands, xii. 5, 26, in God's Image,

xii. 5, retained God's Image but

lost His Likeness, xiv. 10, his

twofold nature, iii. 4, iv. 18,

world made for him, xii. 5-

First man brought death,

xiii. 2, his fall, xii. 5, man's
miserable condition before the

Incarnation, xii. 6, 7, forsook

God, for the devil, ii. I, vi. 10,

vii. 13.

Christ came to restore him,
xii. 5, &c. by Christ hallowed,

and m.ide partaker of God, xii.

15, allowed to call God, P\alher,

vii. 7, 12, partaker of His name,
Proc. 6, and of Christ's, x. l6.

Power of man in faith, v. 11,

by the Holy Ghost, xvi. 16, can
wrestle with the Devil through
the Holy Ghost, viii. 4, xvi. 19.

His wants met by Christ's

various offices, x. 3-5 (v. Incar-
nation).

His ministry used to convey
God's gifts, xvii. 35, 36.
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Manasseh, saved through repentance,

ii. 14.

Manes blended all previous heresies,

vi. 20, xvi. 9. History, vi. 24,

Sec, a. slave, vi. 24, changed his

name, ib. did not arise from
among Christians, vi. 21, con-

nection with the Greek philo-

sophy, of Alexandria, vi- 22-24,

and with Persian, vi. 24, his

disputatious spirit, vi. 24, claims

to be the Paraclete, vi. 25, xvi.

6, 9, fails to cure miraculously

the Persian king's son, vi. 25.

Flies from prison, vi. 26, dis-

putes with Archelaus before

heathen judges, vi. 27, seized

and put to death by the Persian

king, vi. 30.
Ilis influence, vi. 25, his dis-

ciples, vi. 31.
Manichccan doctrine of two

principles, iv. 4, note 6, vi.

12, 13, 27, 28, perversion of

Scripture for this doctrine, vi.

28, they blaspheme the God
of the Old Testament, vi. 27,

xvi. 4, call the Sun Christ, vi. 13,

xi. 21, abhorrence of the ma-
terial world, iv. 22. 27, vi. 31,

32, 34, deny the reality of Christ's

Resurrection, xiv. 21, fatalism,

iv. 18-21, baptism and offering,

vi. ^^, forged gospels, iv. 36, vi.

31, pollutions and blasphemy,
vi . 30-32.
Manes worse than Simon

Magus, xvi. 10, his followers

to be carefully shunned, vi. 36,
knowledge of their doctrines

almost pollution, vi. 13, 34,
carefully enquired into by
S. Cyril, vi. 34.

Marcellus, his heresy about Christ's

kingdom, iv. 15, xv. 27, com-
bated, XV. 29-32, a Sabellian,

xi. 17, note 4.

Marcion, his heresy, iv. 4, vi. 16,

divided the Justice and Good-
ness of God, ib. held three

Gods, xvi. 4, 7, removed all

texts of the Old Testament from
the New, vi. 16, xvi. 7.

Marriage though inferior to Virginity

yet honoural)!e, iv. 25, not to

be despised by the unmarried,

ib. acknowledged by the Holy
Ghost, xvii. 7, second 'marriage

permitted to the weak, iv. 26,

note 3.

Martyrs alone saved without Bap-
tism of water, being baptized

with blood, iii. 10, xiii. 21,

make confession, iii. 10, trained

by the Holy Ghost, xvi. 12,

strengthened by the Comforter,
xvi. 20, 21, only by Him can
tliey suffer, ib. under Antichrist,

xi. 17.

Mary the Virgin-Mother of God,
x. 19, V. xii. 33, 34, how called

the wife of Joseph, xii. 31,
sanctified by the Holy Ghost,
xii. 29, 32, xvii. 6, sprung from

David, xii. 24, the witness of
Christ, X, 19, type of Virgins,
xii. 33, repaired the loss caused
by Eve, xii. 29, Christ truly
born of her, iv. 9, xii. 3.

Mary Magdalene, her visit to the
Sepulchre foretold, xiv. 12, her
noble love, xiv. 13.

Matthew wrote in Hebrew, xiv. 15.
Meats abstained from, not as un-

clean, but for self-denial, iv. 27,

37> ^'i- 35» Jewish distinctions

not to be observed, iv. 37, of-

fered to idols forbidden, iv. 28,

vide xvii. 29.

Meekness of Christ in judgment
foretold, xiii. 16.

Menander, his heresy, vi. 16.

Mercy of God to sinners, ii. 5, 6,

10, even to Angels, ii. 10.

Miracles of Christ as God, iv. 9,
claimed by Antichrist, xv. 14,

false ones permitted trial of
Christian faith, stumbling-blocks
of the unfaithful, xv. 17.

Mithras, worshipped in Persia, vi.

23, his mmisters oppose Tere-
binthus and Manes, ib. 24.

Montanus condemned second mar-
riage, iv. 26, note 3, called him-
self the Holy Ghost, xvi. 8,

charged by S. Cyril with prof-

ligacy, and with horrid my-
steries, ib. note I.

Moon, her changes an intimation of
the Resurrection, xviii. 10.

Moors in the Church, xvi. 22.

Moses the good schoolmaster, vii. 8,

had the Holy Ghost, xvi. 27,
beheld Christ, x. 6, 7, xii. 16,

intercession for the people and
Aaron an encouiagement to

penitents, ii. 10, change of his

rod as hard as Christ's birth,

xii. 28, his rod, type of the

wood of the Cross, xiii. 20,

sweetening the water by trees,

a type of the Passion, ib. river

changed into blood by him
coiTesponds with Christ's water
and blood, xiii. 21.

Mysteries of Christ, i. i, of Baptism
and the Eucharist, of the Altar,

xviii. 32, 33, xix. I, not to be
pried into, Proc. 2, 4, iii. 7,

nor divulged to Catechumens or

strangers, Proc. 12, vi. 29, glory

of the Church, vi. 29, our
account of them negative not
positive, vi. 2, xi. 11, xvi. 5,

not to be interpreted by human
conceptions, xi. 7, 8, for praise

not curiosity, vi. 5, we must not

be silent about them, ib. Intr.

p. XXXV.

"Mystery of iniquity," xv. 18.

Name of God, vi. 9, xxiii. 12, many
names of Him, vi. 7, of our
Lord, X. 3, name of Jesus, its

meaning, x. 4, 11, 13, of Christ,

X. 4, 14, virtue of the name of
Christ, iv. 13, names of the

Holy Ghost, xvii, 2, 4, 5,

various names of God, Christ,

and the Holy Ghost, not to be
profanely distinguished into per-

sons, vi. 7, X. 3, xvii. 2, 3,

Christians partakers of God's
name, Proc. 6, v. i, of Christ's,

X. 16, new name of Christians,

i. 4, X. 16.

Typical names given to

Joshua and Aaron, x. 11, signi-

ficant names of Judas, xiii. 9,
Samuel, Proc. 14.

Name of Manes, vi. 20, 24, of the
Gnostics, xvi. 7.

Napkin with which Christ girded
Himself symbolical of His
human nature, xii. i.

Nathan, ii. 11.

Nations all subject to Christ, xvi.

22, xvii. 10.

Nativities, iv. 5, ix. 8.

Nature not cause of righteousness or
sin, iv. 18-21, nor of salvation

or ruin, vii. 13.

Nature of God, vi. 7, God by
nature Father of Christ, vii. 4.

Natural world, its wonders witness
for God, ix. 2, &c.

Nebuchadnezzar an instance of the
eflicacy of repentance, ii. 17, 18.

Necessity, none with God, iv. 5, nor
upon man, iv. 18-21, not the
reason of men's salvation or
ruin, vii. 13.

Night, its religious uses, ix. 7.

Noah, his ark of wood type of the
Church, xxvii. 10, of the wood
of the Cross, xiii. 20. Example
of decent order in the Church,
Proc. 14, his dove a type of the
dove of the Holy Ghost, xvii.

10.

Himself a type of Christ, as
author of a new birth, xvii. lo.

Obedience of Christ, xiii. 5, as

a vSon, not a servant, to the

Father, x. 9, xv. 30.

Offering of Christ sacrificed for us
in the Eucharist, xxiii. 10.

Oil, exorcised of Baptism, xx. 3,
symbolical, and pov\erfiil to

drive away devils, ib.

Old Fathers delivered by Christ
from Hades, iv. 11, xiv. 19.

Old Testament, its books, iv. 35,
document of appeal for Chris-
tian truth, xiv. 2 (v. Father,
Prophet, Scripture, Teslameitt),

blasphemed by heretics, iv. 33,
impiously separated by thcin

from the New, xvi. 4.

Old man put off by Confession and
Baptism, i. 2, xix. 10, xx. 2.

Olives, the spiritual olive-trees, i. 4,
v. XX. 3.

Olives, mount of, xii. 11, witness of

the Resurrection, xiv. 23, scene

of the Ascension, xiv. 25, why
passed by David, wjien Hying

from Absalom, ii. il.

One, how Christ is one witii the

Father, xi. lO.
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Only-begotlen, meaning of the word,

X. 3, xi. I, 2, &c., 13, 14.

Order commended by our Lord's

example, iii. II, 13, 14, of the

Church, Proc. 4, 13, vi. 35, 36.

Orders of the ministry, xvi. 22, xvii.

35-

Paralile of the marriage garment
applied to Baptism, Proc. 3, iii.

2, of the wise and foolish

Virgins, xv. 26, of the Labourers,

xiii. 31, of the Lost Sheeji, xv.

24.

Paradise, Adam in Paradise, xii. 5,

his fall, ii. 4, v. xiii. 19, placed

in Adam's view ^^•hcn fallen,

ii. 7, Livisible Paradise opened
in Baptism, Proc. 15, 16, i. 4,

xix. I, 9, by Faith, v. 10,

distinguished from heaven, xiv.

26, restored by the Cross, xiii.

30. The penitent thief the first

to enter it, ib.

Parent (v. Fa/hcr).

Passion of Christ real, xiii. 4,

witnesses of it, ib. 38, 39, gain,

said by the Jews, xiii. 7,

witnessed by the Prophets, xiii.

8, 9, &c., even in its details, ib.

answers circumstantially to the

Fall, xiii. iS, 19, its place, time,

&c.
,
prophesied, xiii. 23, &c.,

represented in Baptism, xx. 5i

fellowship with it therein, ib. 5,

Passion, "without passion," huaQus,

Christ's generation, vi. 6, note i,

vii. 5, note 5.

Passover, the eating of the Paschal

Lamb a type of Cluist's twofold

nature, xii. i.

Patience of Christ foretold, xiii. 6,

13, gives force to His teaching,

ib. His Divine glory not the

reward of it, iv. 7. God's
appointed way to glory for

man, xv. 17.

Patriarchs, Jewish, of the West, xii. 17.

S. Paul, ruler and chief of the Church,
vi. 15, with S. Peter laid Simon
Magus dead, ib. The former
persecutor a witness of Christ,

X. 17, why his Epistles most
numerous x. 18, witness of the

Resurrection, xiv. 21, descended
from the third heaven that he
might receive martyrdom, xiv.

26, his labours in the Holy
Ghost, xviii. 26-31, complete-
ness and variety of his teaching

concerning the Holy Ghost,
xvii. 34.

Paul of Samosata denied the eternity

of Christ's Deity, x. 5, note 8,

xii. 4, note 9.
Peace made by Christ first among

His foes, xiii. 14, Iry His death,

xiii. 33.

Penilencc of forty days before Bap-
tism, Proc. 4, i. 5, gift of (!ud,

Proc. 9, prei^aratory to Baptism,
ii. passim, iii. 2, 7, 8, not

declined by David after forgive-

ness, ii. 12, cleansing of peni-

tence, i. 5, i'h 2.

Pcnitenis must not despair, ii. 5.

Pentecost, xvi. 4, 9. Spirit descended

not fully till then, xvi. 26, xvii.

12, 13. His descent then, xvii.

15-

Perfections of God, vi. 7, 8, of the

Father and the Son, xi. 18.

Persecution, xiii. 23, the Baptism of

blood in it, iii. 10, xiii. 21,

under Antichrist, the fiercest,

yet short, xv. 16.

Persia, converts there witnesses of

Ciirist, X. 19, -worship of Mithras,

vi. 23, origin of RIanicheism,

vi. 24, wars with Rome, xv. 6.

Person, distinction of, not implied

in various names (v. N'ainc).

Personality of the Word, iv. 8, xi.

10, of the Holy Ghost, xvi. 3,

xvii. 2, 5, 28, 29.

S. Peter chief ruler of the Church,

ii. 19, vi. 15, xi. 3, xvii. 27.

Chief of the Apostles, ii. 19,

xvii. 27. His inspired con-

fession of Christ, xi. 3, has the

Iceys of Heaven to which Elias

but went, xiv. 26, xvii. 27,

speech at Pentecost, xvii. 19,

supernatural knowledge, xvi. 17,

his works in the Holy Ghost,

xvii. 20, 27, an example of the

power of repentance, ii. 19, and
of faith, V. 7, with S. Paul
punishes Simon Magus, vi. 15.

Pliaraoh, Israel rescued from him,

as we from Satan, by water,

iii. 4, emblem of Satan, xix.

2, 3-

Philip the Deacon, xvi. 14, xvii. 25.

Phineas, his zeal, xiii. 2.

Phcenix, analogy of it, a proof of the

resuri^ection, xviii. 8.

Physician, Christ, Physician of the

soul, ii. 6, X. 4, 13, xii. I.

Place of Christ's birth foretold, xii.

20, of His crucifixion, xiii. 23,

28, of his burial, xiii. 35, resur-

rection, xiv. 2, S~ii-
Pomps of the Devil, xix. 6, note i.

Pontius Pilate, his treatment of

Christ, xiii. 15, 16, reconciled

through Him to Herod, xiii. 14,

witness of Christ's sinlessness,

xiii. 3, 38.

Possession by Devils— contrasted

with Inspiration, xvi. 15.

Potter's field, xiii. 10, il.

Poverty of Christians, v. 2, xvi. 19,

gift of the Holy Ghost, xvi. 22,

taught by Christ, xiii. 5.

Power, the Father is Pon-er, vi. 9,

Christ, God's Power personally

subsisting, iv. 7, of the God-
head one, xvi. 24.

Prayer, preparatory to Baptism,
Proc. 16, i. 5, iv. 37, recorded,

XV. 23, at night, ix. 7, for all

men in the Communion Service,

xxiii. 8, of the Saints departed
for us, xxiii. 9, for the dead,
xxiii. 10. Lord's prayer, ex-

pounded, xxiii. II, &c.

Preaching not to be attempted before

Bn[)lism, iii. 13.

Preparation necessary for Baptism,

Proc. I, &c. iii. 7, how to

behave during it, Proc. 13, for

forty days, ib. 4, i. 5, complete

abstraction from tlie world,

Proc. 6, 13, 16, i. 5.

Fast of the Preparation, xviii.

17-

Presumption may be indulged under

seeming reverence, xi. 12, xvi. i.

Priesthood of Christ eternal, x. 14,

xi. I, Intr. p. Iii. (v. High Priest,

Christ, Anointing).

Order of, xvii. 35, he who
fulfils it well abstains from
marriage, xii. 25.

Principles, not two, xi. 14 (v. Be-

ginning, Father).

Promise, Spirit of, xiii. 5.

Prophecy, gift of the Holy Ghost,

V. X. 12, xvi. 12, given in Bap-
tism, xvii. 37, every thing con-

cerning Christ the subject of it,

xiii. 8, 9, often enigmatical,

xiii. II.

Gives the signs of His coming,

xii. 10-12 (v. Psalms, Scrip-

ture, Testament), prophecies of

the time of Flis coming, xii.

17-19, of Daniel, ib. the place,

xii. 20, whence ib. of His birth

of a Virgin, xii. 21-23, of the

Virgin's race, xii. 23, 24, of the

sufferings of the Christ, xiii. 7,

of Judas, ib. 9, of the thirty

pieces of silver, ib. 10, and the

potter's field, ib. II, of Christ's

judgment, ib. 12, 14, 16, of His
mockery, ib. 13, 15, 17, of the

crown of thorns, ib. 17, and
wood of the Cross, xiii. 19, of

the place, xiii. 23, 28, 32, and
time of the Crucifixion, ib. 24,

of the darkness, ib. 25, of

Christ's vesture, ib. 26, 27, of

His thirst, ib. 29, of the robbers,

ib. 30, of the tomb, ib. 35, xiv.

3, II, of the Resurrection, xiv.

2, 4, 8, 14, 17, 20, 21, its time,

ib. 4, 8, and place, ib. 5, 6, 9,

II, of the signs following, ib. 7,

of our Lord's appearances, ib.

II, 12, of His ascension, ib. 24,

and sitting at tb.e P'ather's right

hand, ib. 28, 29, at the end of

the world, xv. 3, of Antichrist,

ib. 9, 13. Christ's Prophecy
concerning His second coming,
XV. 3, 4, &c. of Malachi con-
cerning it, XV. 2.

Prophets enlightened by the Holy
Cihost, xvi. 17, 18, Holy Ghost
in them, ib. 3, 28, but partially,

xvii. 18, corresj^ond to, but are

inferior to the Apostles, xvi. 4,

24, xiv. 26, witness all things

concerning Christ, x. 2, xiii. 8,

9, 13, xiv. 19, nothing to be
received without their testimony,

xii. 5, 16, xiii. 8, xiv. 2, our
faith rests on them, xiv. 21,

xviii. 14, own the Father and



IXDEX OF SUBJECTS. t7i

tlie Son, vii. 2, teachers of tlie

Faith in the OKI Teslanient, vii.

8, 10, xii. 6-9, 29, owned
Christ as Lord, x. 7, 8, testi-

fied of His Godhead, xi. 15, 16,

of tlic name Jesus, but covertly,

X. 12, longed for His coming,
xii. 7, (S:c. testified of the Holy
Ghost, xvi. 28, 29.

Are ours as well as the Jews',
iii. 6, xiv, 16, removed from
the Jews to tlie Church, xiii.

29, slighted by the Jews, x. 2.

rrovidcnce of God, (oiKocoyufa) in-

stances of, Joseph, viii. 4,

Peter's confession, xi. 3, Christ's

prophecy of His coming, xv. 4,
Thomas, xiii. 39.

Province, iirapxia, xvi. 22, note 3.

Psalms, chanted in Divine Service,

xiii. 26, xxiii. 20, at night, ix. 7.

Psalms prophetical of Christ

cannot be applied to David or

Solomon, vii. 2, xii. 23 (v.

ProJ'Iury).

Ptolemy, Philadelphus, iv. 34.
Punishment of the wicked, after the

Resurrection, iv. 31, xviii. 19, 20.

Quick and dead to be judged by
Christ, XV. 26.

Race of Christ according to the

flesh, xi. 5, foretold, xii 23.

Rahab, instance of power of repent-

ance, ii. 9, type of the freeness

of Gospel grace, x. Ii.

Reading Proc. 14, i. 6, of the

Scriptures recommended, iv. 37,
ix. 7, public in the Church
mark of a canonical book, iv.

35. 36.

RcbaiHize, Heretics to be rebaptized,

Proc. 7.

Red Sea typical of Baptism, iii. 5,

xix. 2, 3.

Rcddilio Syiiiboli, Intr. p. xxi.

Redemption of the world by the

Cross, xiii. i, 4, wrought not

by a mere man, but the Son
of God, ib. 2, 33, by its Creator,

vi. II.

Regeneration, h.vo.'^ivvi]tns, of souls

in the Laver of Baptism through
Faith, i. 2, iii. 4, in the case of

Cornelius before Baptism, iii. 4,

Death and Birth, xx. 4, in the

Catholic Church, xviii. 26, tto-

At77«j'e(7ja, Baptism so called,

Proc. 16, Laver of, Proc. Ii,

xviii. 34, 35, xix. lO.

Religion consists of true doctrines

and good works, iv. 2, founded
on belief in one (iod, iv. 4, 6,

false views of it leading to pre-

sumption, xi. 12, xvi. I, awe
requisite in speaking of its doc-
trines, xvi. I, its worship indi-

visible, xvi. 4.

Remission of sins in Baptism, xx. 6,

freely given to all who believe,

i. 5, iv. 32, xvii. 37.
Renunciation of Satan and his works

in Baptism, xix. 2-9, ////;•. p. xxi.

Repentance, its efficacy in putting
away sin, ii. i, iv. 23, no sin

beyond its power, ii. 5, instances

of, ii. 7, &c. its temporal bene-
fits, ii. 13, exemplified in Ahab,
ib. and Jeroboam, ib. 14, of the
Laver, iv. 32, ]5aptism of, xix. 9,
its fruits, mercy, and almsdeeds,
iii. 8.

Resurrection of Christ, iv. 12, answer
to objectors from the cases of

Elisha, iv. 12, xiv. i6, Jonah,
iv. 12, xiv. 17, 18, Elijah, xiv.

16, \vitncsscd by the Old Scrip-

tures, xiv. 2, 15, 21, all its cir-

cumstances written in the Psalms
and Prophets, xiv. 2, &c. (vide

Prophecy), not discredited by
the soldiers' talc, xiv. 14, Rock
of our faith, xiv. 7, 21, glorifies

the Cross, xiii. 4, denied by the

Manichees, xiv. 21.

Its former witnesses, iv. 12

(vide Church), the dead who
rose with Him, xiv. 16, 18, 20,

its present witnesses, xiv. 22, &c.

Baptism a representation of it,

iii. 12, XX. 4.

Resurrection of the body ; analogies

for it in nature, iv. 30, xviii. 6,

faith in it the principle of holi-

ness, iv. 30, xii. 34, xviii. i, 20,

prominence given to it by the

Church, ib. and opposition of

heresy, ib. objections to its pos-

sibility, xviii. 2, answered by
God's power, ib. 3, justice,

ib. 4, man's instinct, ib. 5,

analogies of nature, ib. 6, 7,

the Plianiix, ib. 8, man's origin,

ib. 9, God's ordering of the

heavenly bodies an intimation

of it, ib. 10, proved against

Samaritans, ib. 11-13, objec-

tions from the Prophets an-

swered, &c. ib. 14, 15, its fit-

ness proved from the Old and
New Testaments, 15-18, xviii.

19.

Revelation, Spirit of, xvii. 5.

Reverence to parents, vii. 16, to

God, taught by His works,
ix. 16, in the Church, Proc.

13, 15, vi. 35, to the ancient

Bishops, iv. 35, xiv. 21, in re-

ligious discourse, vi. 3, &c.
xvi. I, seeming, may cloak
impiety, xi. 12, 17.

Reward given according to men's
labours, i. 5, iv. 24, 27.

Riches, not as heretics thought, the

devil's but God's, viii. 6, 7,

evil only in their abuse, vii. 7,

we may even be justified by
them, viii. 6, belong to the

faithful man, v. 2, viii. 6, who
despises them, v. 2.

Righteous, "the KiglUeous," v. 10.

Righteousness of Christ greater than
our sin, xiii. 33, we gain right-

eousness in Baptism, i. 4, Christ

God's Righteousness personally

subsisting, iv. 7.

Rock, riven lor Ciirist the Rock,

xiii. 34, still seen, ib. 39, tint

followed Lsrael, x. 7.

Rod of Aaron, xii. 28, of Moses, ib.

(vide Moses).

Romans, conquest of Judiva by them
proof of Christ, xii. 17, iS, em-
pire succeeded l)y Antichrist,

XV. II, 12, wars with Persia,

XV. 6.

Sabbaths, Jewish not to be ob-
served, iv. 37,

Sabaoth, a name of GoJ, vi. 7,
viii. 8,

Sabellius, v. iv. xi. 10, confounds
the Holy Trinity, xvi. 4, con-
futed by the very arrangement
of the Creed, xvii. 34, his heresy
and Arianism alike to be avoided,
iv. 8, xi. 13, note 8, 16, 17, 18, are

marks of the falling away, xv. 9.

Sacrifice of Christ, x. 3, 5. Sacri-

fice of the Eucharist, xxiii. 8, 9,
Christ sacrificed offered in the
Eucharist, xxiii. 10, Iiilr. p.
xxviii.

Saints of the Old Testament delivered

by Christ from Hades, iv. II,

xiv. 19, rose with Him, xiv. 16,

18, according to Prophecy, xiv.

17-

Salvation depends on the truth of
Christ's manhood, iv. 9, xiii. 37,
one, xvi. 24, of the Laver, iv.

37, xix. 10, given to none with-
out Baptism, iii. 10, to be de-
spaired of by none, ii. 5 (vide
Christ, Baptism, Man).

Samaritans, iv. 37, vi. 33, xviii. i.

Samuel, meaning of the name,
Proc. 14, note 3.

Sanctification of all things by the
Holy Ghost, iv. 16, xvi. 3, of
the Church, xvi. 14, 22, of
Angels and Prophets, xvi. 23
(vide Spirit).

Sarah, her bearing a son as hard as
the Virgin's, xii. 28.

.Sarmatians, xvi. 22.

Satan, meaning of the word, ii. 4.
Scripture, its canon to be received

from the Church, iv. 33, as read
in the Church, iv. 35, xv. 13,

and settled and handed down
by Apostles and ancient Bishops,

iv. 35, consists of Old and New
Testaments, iv. 33 (vide Testa-

ment), number and names of
its books, ib. 35, 36, history of

the Sepluagint version, iv. 34,
note 5, nuitilated by Marcion,
xvi. 7, adulterated with forgeries

by the Manichees, iv. 36, vi. 31,
spoken by the Holy Ghost, xi.

12, xvi. I, 2.

Nothing to be received as of

the Failli unless proved by it,

iv. 17, its teaching embodied in

the Creed, iv. 33, v. 12, faith

grounded on it, xii. 16, 17, xiii.

8, 9, xiv. 2, reveals all we know,
or may speak of the generation

of the S(jn, xi. 12, of the nature

of the Holy Ghost, xvi. i, 2,
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24, we may not speak beyond
it, xii. 5, vaiiously interpreted,

e.g. iii. 16, vi. 28, 29, x. 15,

xii. 19, xvii. 9-1 1, perverted

by heretics, e.g. iv. 19, vi. 1 7,

27, 28, 29, vii. 9, 13, XV. 3,

danger of alleging it wrongly
should teach us reverence and
fear, xvi. i, we know not all its

meaning, ib. xi, 12.

Its abundance, xv. 15, xvi.

32, xvii. I, 20, 34, &c. \\itnesses

every thing concerning Christ,

xiii. 8, 13.

To be diligently searched, iv.

37, ix. 7, xiii. 8.

Scythianus the Saracen, forerunner

of Manes, vi. 22.

Sea, witness of God's glory, ix. il,

of Christ's coming, x. 19, pas-

sion, xiii. 39, resurrection, xiv.

17-20, 23.

Seal, the Faith so called, iv. 17.

Baptism, seal indissoluble,

Proc. 16, marks us for Christ's,

i. 2, through water, iii. 4, Seal

of Salvation, i. 3.

Of the Holy Ghost given in

Baptism, iii. 3, 4, 12, iv. 16, v.

6, xvi. 24, xvii. 35, 36, xxii. 7.

Of Circumcision, V. 5-

Of the Cross, xiii. 36.

Seasons, their order glorifies God,
ix. 6, of the Resurrection, that

of Creation, xiv. 10, foretold,

xiv. 2, 10.

Semiarians, v. note 3, to iv. 7, hitr,

pp. vi., viii.

Septuagint version, its history, iv. 34,
held inspired, ib. note.

Sepulchre of Christ prophesied of,

xiii. 35, xiv. 9, his witness, x.

19, account of, xiv. 9.

Serpent, the devil, watches candi-

dates for Ba]3tism, Proc. 16,

apostate Serpent, iv. 37, brazen
a type of the Crucifixion, xiii.

20.

Session of Christ at God's right hand,
xiv. 27, proved from Scripture,

ib. 28, eternal, iv. 7, xiv. 27, 30.

Sheep, Christ both Sheep and Shep-
herd, X. 3, 5.

Shew-bread, a type of the Eucharist,

xxii. 5.

Sick even yet healed by Christ, x.

13, must not have recourse to

amulets or sorceiy,iv. 37, xix. 8.

Side of Christ typically pierced, xiii.

21, in respect of Baptism, iii. 10.

Signs of Christ given by the Pro-
phets, xiii. 10 (vide Pj-ophccy'),

given to Ahaz explained, xii. 22,
signs of Moses correspond to
Christ's acts, xiii. 20, 21, of^the
Son of Man, the Cross, xiii. 41,
of the Second Advent given by
Christ Himself, xv. 4, &c., lying
signs of Antichrist, xv. II-15,
a trial of faith, xv. 17, of the
Cross (vide Cross). God's free

but great gift, xiii. T^(i.

Simon Magus, was baptized but not
enlightened, Proc. 2, xvii. 35.

fiither of all heresy, vi. 14. His
blasphemies agains the Father
and Holy Ghost, il). xvi. 6.

His fate, vi. 15, compared with
Manes, xvi. 10.

Sin, nilment of the soul, ii. i, man's
choice, not God's work, ii. i,

not of necessity, iv. 18-21, not

a thing external but from within,

ii. 2, prompted not forced by the

Devil who is its chief author,

ii. 3, 4, iv. 21, death by sin,

xiii. 2, makes us enemies to God,
and slays us, xiii. 33, leagues us

with .Satan, xix. 9, marred God's
world, xii. 5, and ruined man,
xii. 6, &c. all men bound by it,

xiii. I, 2, dead in it, iii. 12,

Christ came to destroy it, xii. 8,

died for our sins and purged
them, ii. 10, iii. 12, xiii. i, 2, 4,

6> 23, 33, being Himself sinless,

ii. 10, iii. 12, xiii. 3, S, 23, sin

came by one man, died with one
man, xiii. 2, 28, iii. 12.

Fearful yet not incurable to

the penitent, ii. 1-5, readiness

of God to forgive the believing,

ii. 6, efficacy of repentance, ii.

7, &c. Instances, ib. collective

sin pardoned, ii. 10, obstinate

sin alone not pardoned, iii. 8.

Completely and freely remit-

ted to all in Baptism by faith,

Proc. 8, i. 5, iii. II, 12, 15, iv.

32, xvii. 37, xviii. 20, xx. 6,

Baptism its remedy, iv. 32, re-

mitted even in John's Baptism,
iii. 7, Baptism, a death to sin,

Proc. 5, sin cleansed by Exor-
cisms, Proc. 9, and the exorcised

oil, XX. 3, by the power of the

Holy Ghost, xvii. 15.

Overcome by Faith, v. 4,

steals on us, ii. 3, after Baptism
recorded against the Judgment,
XV. 23, its scars remain,
xviii. 20.

Sin against the Holy Ghost, xvi. i.

Sion, its desolation revealed by the
Spirit to Isaiah, xvi. 18.

Sodom, Christ wrought with the
Father in its destruction, x. 6.

Soldiers, their tale about the sepul-

chre presignified by Isaiah and
Jonah, xiv. 14, 20, its vanity,

xiv. 14.

Solitaries, order of, iv. 24, xii. 33,
xvi. 22, Christ their example,
xii. 33.

Solomon , instance of the efficacy of
repentance, ii. 13.

Son, Christ the Son of God, with the
Father and the Holy Ghost,
Proc. 15 (vide Trinily).

Implied in the mention of the
Father, vii. 4, glorified and
worshipped with Him, and the
Holy Ghost, vi. I, x. 2, with
the Holy Ghost partaker of His
Godhead, vi. 6 (vide Christ).

In a singular sense, only-

begotten, vii. 5, 10, X. 3, xi. 2,

4, so called by the Father, xi. 2,

by nature, not adoption, vii.

10, X. 4, or advancement, xi. 4,

7, 13, 15, &c. not after the

manner of human generation,

xi. 4, 8, nor as Christians are

God's sons, iii. 14, vii. 7, xi. 9,

19, nor as mind begets thought,

xi. 10, begotten not made, xi. 4,

14, XV. 9, God, xi. 13, incom-
prehensibly, iv. 7, xi. 4, 5, II,

as God only knoweth, xi. 11, 12,

13, from eternity, iv. 7, vii. 5,

xi. 4, 8, 13, 14, 17, 19, 20, apart

from time, xi. 5, 7, 14, spirit-

ually, xi. 5, 7, without begin-

ning, xi. 4, 7, 13, the Son never

was not, xi. 8, 14, 1 7.

Like in all things to the

Father, iv. 7, xi. 4, 9, 18, 19,

of the Father as His beginning,

xi. 14, 20, xiii. 23, wanting
nothing to the glory of the

Godhead, iv. 7, xi. 13, was
with the Father, x. 6-8. One
with the Father, xi. 16, neither

to be separated from nor con-

founded with the Father, iv. 7,

xi. 16, 17, 18, 20, did not be-

come the Father, xi. 13, abides

for ever, not absorbed into the

Father, xv. 27, 30, how subject

to the Father, x. 9, xv. 30, not

numbered among the servants

of the Father, viii. 5, glorified

with the Father, vi. I; the

Father's Word, and Wisdom,
and Power, and Righteousness,

iv. 7, 8, Maker of all things at

the Father's will, xi. 22, Lord
over them, ib. &c. ; alone with

the Holy Ghost, knows and
• sees the Father, vi. 6, vii. 1 1, xi,

12, 13.

Makes known the Father,

vii. II, only way to the Father,

vii. 2, X. I, 3, Incarnate to

restore the Father's worship, vi.

11, xii. 15, and save the world,

xii. 4, 5, &c., Father seen only

in Him, x. 6, 7, xi. 15, Son
before born in Bethlehem, xi.

20, became Son of Man, x. 4,
Son of David, xi. 5, xii. 23.

Sons of God, Christians by adoption,

iii. 14, vii. 7, xi. 9, 19, by Water
and the Spirit, ib. not of neces-

sity, but of faith, vii. 13, works
meet for them; vii. 14.

Soul. free, ii. i, iv. 18. God's fairest

work, immortal by God's will,

made in His image, ib. diseased

and destroyed by its own sin,

ii. I, originally sinless, wilfully

sinned, iv. 19, did not sin in

another state, ib. purified by
jienitencej alms, reading of

Scripture, iv. 37, cleansed by
exorcism, Proc. 9, sealed, iii.

3, 4, baptized, xvii. 14, and
brightened by the Holy Ghost,

xvii. 16, its illumination by faith,

v. II, possession by devils, xvi.

15, contrasted with the infiuence

of the Holy Ghost, xvi. 16.
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Soul of the world, viii. 2.

Spaniards in the Chiucli, xvi. 22.

Spectacles of the heathen to be
shunned, iv. 37.

Speculation takini; the place of sober-

ness in S. Cyril's time, xv. 9,
not to intrude beyond wliat is

written, xi. 12, xvi. i, 2.

Spirit, the word variously used, xvi.

13 > IS' yet with a distinguishing

term, xv. 15.

Holy Spirit, various names,
xvii. 2, 3, 4, yet one only, iv.

16, xvi. 12, xvii. 2, 3, included

in the Holy Trinity, xvi. 4,
vide iv. 16, vi. i, 6, xvi. 19, in

the form of Baptism, xix.9, xx.4.

A living Person, iv. 16, xvi.

3, 13, 14, xvii. 2, 5, 28, 29, 33,
incouiprelien-ihie, xvi. 1, 2,

alone with the Son, beholds,

and reveals the Father, vi. 6,

vii. II, xi, 12, not numbered
among the Father's servants,

viii. 5, partaker of the Father's

Godhead, vi. 6, far above all

creatures, xvi. 23, shares the

P'ather'sglqry, vi. i, and Christ's,

xvi. 4, sanctifies and deifies all

intelligent beings, iv. 16, xvi. 3,

the Church, xvi. 14, 22, xvii. 14,

Angels, xvi. 23, xvii. 2, Pro-

phets, .\vi. 23.

Indivisible yet manifold in

working, iv. 16, xvi. 12, xvii. 2,

12.

He was in the Law and the

Prophets, iv. 16, dictated the

Scriptures, iv. 16, 33, xi. 12,

xvi. I, 2, 3, 4. 24, same Spirit

witnessed of Christ in the Old
Testament, manifested Him in

the New, xvi. 3, 16, 24, spake
by the Prophets, iv. 16, was in

the Old Testament Saints, xvi.

26-28, on the seventy Elders,

xvi. 25, 26, illuminated tlie Pro-

phets, xvi. 17, 18, %\iinessed of

by them, xvi. 28, 29, given par-

tially before Pentecost, xvi. 26,

xvii. 12, 13, 18.

Descended visibly on our
Lord, iii. 14, why, xvii. 9, xxi. i,

The Comforter, xvi. 20, xvii. 4,
given partially to the Apostles
before the Ascension, xvii. 12,

fully at Pentecost, xvi. 26, xvii.

12, His Baptism, xvii. 14, 15,

given to us in Baptism, iii. 5, 8,

14, 16 (vide note), iv. 16, xx. 6,

proportionably to each man's
faith, i. 5, iii. i, 2, more than
the remission of sins, iii. 7, 15,
xxii. 37, illuminates, Proc. 2,

seals the souls in Baptism, iii. 4,
iv. 16, xvii. 35, 36, perfects

Baptism, yet requires water, iii.

4. 16, not given to hypocrites,

Proc. 2, 4, iii. i, xvii. 35, con-
veyed symbolically in the Chrism
after the Wasiiing, xxi. 1-5, ob-

literates sin and brightens the

soul, xvii. 15, trains and com-
forts the Martyrs, xvi. 12, 20,

21, gives all graces, xvi. 12, His
inspiration, xvi. 16, and illumi-

nation, ib., gives power over
the flesh, world, and the Devil,
XV'- I9i gives grace to all who
believe, xvi. 22, sanctifies and
changes the Bread and Wine,
xxiii. 7, 19.

Tcaciiing concerning Him in

the New Testament, xvii. i, of
our Lord, xvii. 1 1, in the Epistles

of St. Paul, xvii. ^^.
His teacliingone with Christ's,

xvi. 14, His operations by the
will of the Father recorded in

the Acts, xvii. 21, 31, with the
Father and the Son has estab-

lished the New Covenant in the
Church, xvii. 29.

Danger of speaking amiss
concerning him, xvi. i, 2, 6,

blasphemies against him of the

Gnostics, xvi. 6, 7, Manes, vi.

25, xvi. 6, 9, Marcion, xvi. 9,

Montanus, xvi. 8, Sabcllius, xvi.

4, xvii. 34, Simon Magus, vi.

14, Valentiiuis, xvi. 6.

Stars have no influence, iv. 18, not

to be heeded by Cliristians, iv.

37, ix. 8, glorify God, ix. 5, 6,

their uses to man, ix. 8, shall

perchance have a resurrection,

XV. 3.

Stephen, xvii. 3, 4.

Stone of the Sepulchre, xiii. 39,
xiv. 22.

" Stone cut out without hands," xii.

18, xv. 28.

Strangled things forbidden, iv. 28.

SuI)jcction of the Son to the Father,

X. 9, XV. 30.

Susannah, xvi. 31.

Table, spiritual Table of the Lord,
xxii. 7, vide i. 6.

Taverns to be shunned by Christ-

ians, iv. 37.

Temple of Jerusalem, vii. 6, to be
rebuilt by Antichrist, xv. 15,

failure of Julian's attempt to re-

build it, declared by S. Cyril,

/nir. p. ix.

Temptation, reason of our Lord, iii.

13, xxi. 4, meaning of "Lead
us not into temptation," xxiii.

17-

Terebinthus, successor of Scythia-

nus, and forerunner of ^Ianes,

vi. 23.

Testaments, the two Testaments
make up the .Scripture, iv. 33,
impiously separated by heretics,

vii. 5, xvi. 4, Christ the object

of Projihecy in the Old, of His-
tory in the New, xvi. 3, same
Spirit in botii (vide S/i'n/), iv.

16, xvi. 4, 6, xvii. 5, both an-
nounce tlie gift of Baptism, iii.

16, harmony of their doctrine,

ii. 4.

Old Testament necessary as a
witness to Christ, xvi. 7, Ciod of

it the Father of Christ, vii. 5
{vKlePro/Zuc}/).—Christ, xvi. 11,

and His Apostles refer us to it,

xiv. 2, blaspliemed by heretics,

iv. 33, e.g. Manes, vi. 27, texts

of it erased by Marcion from
the New, vi. 16, xvi. 7, its wit-

ness to the Spirit, xvi. 2S-32, to

the Resurrection of the IJody,

xviii. 10, &c., History of its

translation into Greek, iv. 34.
Old Testament or Covenant

ended, New began in the Bap-
tism of John, iii. 6, Old abol-

islicd. New establislied in the

Catholic Church by the Holy
Trinity, xvii. 29.

Thief on the cross first-fruits of

Christ's death, and first to enter

Paradise, xiii. 30, 31, saved by
faith, without works, ib. v. 10,

witness of Christ's sinlessness,

Thirty pieces of silver, prophecy of
them, xiii. 10, thirty /Eons of

Valentinus, his argument for the
number, vi. 17.

Thomas doubted for our sakes
through God's providence, xiii,

39-
Thomas the disciple of Manes, his

forged Gospel, iv. 36, vi. 31.
Thorns, crown of, cancelled Adam's

curse of thorns, xiii. 17, 18.

Throne of Christ eternal, not by ad-
vancement, iv. 7, xi. 17, He
had it before His suffering, ib.

at the Father's right hand, xiv.

27, 30, not to be curiously dis-

puted of, ib. has no end, xv. 27,—of David, xii. 23.

Till (vide [/;ih7).

Time has no place as regards God
and Christ, iv. 4, 7, &c., of
Clirist's coming, &c., prophesied
of (vide PropJuxy), of Christ's

second coming unknown, and
not to be curiously examined
into, XV. 4,

" Time" means a year in the

Prophets, xv. 16.

" To-day," meaning of, in Ps. no,
xi. 5, timeless and eternal, ib.,

in the Lord's Prayer, xxiii. 15.

Tongues, fiery tongues, xvii. 15, gift

of Pentecost, xvii. 16, instead of

the confusion of Babel, xvii. 17,

a Sign foretold of Christ's Re-
surrection, xiv. 7.

Tradition of the Creed, v. 12, 13,

Iiilr. p. xxi.

Tradition of interpretations, xiii. 21,

xv. 13.

Transfiguration of the Lord, xii. 16, a
glimpse of His awful glory, x. 7.

Tree of the Cross corresponds to the

Tree of knowledge, xiii. 19,

planted in the earth, to bless it,

and release the dead, xiii. 26.

Trinity, iv. 16, xvii. 34, doctrine of,

acknowledged in Baptism, xvi. 4,

19, XX. 4, profession of Faith in,

xix. 9, not to be revealed to

Catechumens or Gentiles, vi. 29,

Heretics divide or condise it,

xvi. 4 (vitle Ariits, SuM/iits),
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not Tritlicism, il)., not a matter

for curious speculation, xvi. 24.

Holy Trinity ]5rescnt in ]'ap-

tism, Troc. 15, have established

the NewCovenant in the Church,

xvii. 29, Adoption given us by
the Father's grace, through the

Son and Holy Ghost, vii. 7, the

Son with the Holy Ghost, sees

the Father, vi. 6, vii. 11, with

and throu.Ljh the Holy Ghost
reveals Him, vi. 6, all things

serve the Father save the Son
and Spirit, viii. 5, the Father
through the Son, with the Holy
Ghost, bestows all things, xvi.

24, the saving Disjiensation to

usward from the Father, Son,
and Holy CJhost, xvii. 5, Father

spake by the Holy Ghost, xvii.

38, the Father through the Son
in the Holy Ghost gives all

things, xviii. 29, Glory to be
ascribed indivisibly to Father
and Son with the Holy Ghost,

vi. I, "in the power of the

Holy Ghost, by the will of

Father and Son," xvii. 21, v.

xvii. 31.

Ti itheism, xvi. 4, note 5, xi. 4, note 3.

Truth counterfeited by Satan, that

it may be disbelieved, xv. 11,

grace necessary lest it be re-

ceived falsely, xvi. 2, Hatred of
it cause of error, xv. 17.

" Type," Intr. pp. xxxix., xl.

Types, their wonderful truth, xiii.

19, instances, ib. 17-23, differ-

ent persons, types of different

offices in the One Antitype

;

e.g. Joshua and Aaron of Jesus
Christ, x. II, Joshua how a
type, ib. type of Moses' rod
(vide Moses) ; of Aaron, xii. 28,

types of Baptism, iii. 5, xix.

2, 3-

Jonah, xiv. 17-20.

John the Baptist a type of the

ascetic life, iii. 6, the dove,
xvii. 9, 10.

Typical exposition of Eccles.
12. 1-6, XV. 20.

Unbeginning (avapxo^), said of the
Son, xi. 4 (note 3), 5, 13.

Unbegotten, said of God, iv. 4, vi. 7,

xi. 13.

Unbelief, mars the power of Bap-
tism, Proc. 2 (vide Faith), only
reason why men are not en-

lightened by the Holy Ghost,
xvi. 22.

Unity of God (vide God).
Unlearned, the Creed a help to

them, V. 12.

Unoriginate (itpxi Sfapxos), said of
the Father only, iv. 4 (note 3).

"Until," "Unto," does not limit,

XV. 29, 31, note 7, 32 (vide
Hooker, K.l'.V. 45, §2).

Usury forbidden, iv. 37.

Valcntinus, vi. 17-19, argues fiom
the number of our Saviour's

years tliat there are thirty /1-^ons,

il). his blasphemies against the

Holy Ghost, xvi. 6.

Veil of Christ's flesh, xiii. 32.
Veiling of the face in Exorcisms,

Proc. 9, Intr. p. xx.

"Very God," Christ begotten, x. 6.

xi. 9, 14, 21.

Vesture of Christ parted, a sign fore-

told, xiii. 26.

Vine of Judah, xiii. 29, Christ the true

Vine, x. 5, xiv. 11, xvii. 19, with
which we have communion in

Baptism, i. 4, the Holy Spirit so

called, xvii. 18.

Virgin, meaning of the word in Is.

vii. 14, gainsaid by the Je^^s,'xii.

21, prophecy that Christ should
be born of one, xii. 2, objec-

tions, xii. 4, not harder than
things believed by Jews and
Pagans, xii. 27-30, God born
of a Virgin, xii. i, x. 19, to do
honour to purity, xii. 25, to re-

pair the loss of the virgin Eve,
xii. 15, 29 (vide I^Tary the Vir-

gin)-

Christ makes souls virgins, xii.

31, Order of Virgins, iv. 24,
xii. T,T„ xvi. 22, have their part
with Mary, xii. 34, must not
despise married persons, iv. 25.

Parable of the ten virgins,

XV. 26.

Virginity, its excellence, and glory,

xii. 33, XV. 23, an angel life on
earth, iv. 24, vi. 35, xii. 34, gift

of the Holy Ghost, xvi. 19.

Wars, signs of Christ's coming, xv. 6.

Washing of hands before the Com-
munion, xxiii. I,

Watchfulness against first approaches
of sin, ii. 3, against deceivers
and Antichrist, xv. 4, 18, for

Christ's coming, xv. 4.
Watching, preparatory to Baptism,

xviii. 17,

Water, one in nature and manifold
in operation, shews forth God's
glory, ix. 9, 10, and is a fit

emblem of the Holy Ghost, xvi.

II, 12, principle of plants, things
flying and creeping, ix. 10,

heavens are of water, iii. 5, ix.

5, why chosen as the instrument
of Baptism, iii. 5, its uses in the
Old covenant, ib. means of
rescue to Israel, ib. xix. 3, sanc-

tified by Christ's Baptism and
miracles, iii. ii, xii. 15.

Waters of Baptism gain a
sanctifying power by the invo-

cation of the Holy Ghost, iii. 3,

(hough despised by the world,
Proc. 16, Water and the Spirit

answer to Man's double nature,

iii, 4, vide iii. 16, inseparable,

iii. 4, Waters of Baptism have
Christ in them, Xptaro^dpa,

Proc. 15, "the grave and the

mother" of the Baptized, xx. 4.

Water and blood from Christ's

side, its symbolical meaning,

xiii. 21.

Waters of Life, xvi. 11,

Way, Christ the Way, x. 3.

West, the region of darkness, xix. 4,

symbolical meaning of facing it,

when renouncing Satan, ib.

White raiment, v. xxii. 8.

Widowhood, iv. 26, x. 19, xv. 23.

Wife, meaning of the word in Matt,

i. 24, xii. 31.

Will, (0eA7)fxo, vev/xa,) of God the

Father, Christ made all things

by it, x. 5, 9, &c. (v. So/i), v.

xvii. 21, 31.

Wine, new, the grace of the Holy
Ghost, xvii. 18, water turned

into it, compared with the Eu-
charist, xxii. 2, Sjiiritual Wine,
xxii. 8, becomes Christ's blood,

xxii. 1-6, xxii. y.

Wisdom, Christ Ciod's Wisdom per-

sonally subsisting, iv. 7.

Witchcraft, forbidden, iv. 37.
Witnesses to Christ, x. 17-20, of

the Crucifixion, xiii. 38, of the

Resurrection, xiv. 22, to be
sought for in the Prophets, xiii.

8, xvi. 7.

Woman, life, as death, through a
woman, xii. 15, 29, piercing of
Christ's side has reference to

woman, xiii. 21, conduct of the

women who sought Christ, xiv.

12-14.

Works, good works and true doc-
trines make up religion, iv. 2,

without Baptism of no avail, iii.

4, after Baptism, our works re-

corded against the Judgment,
XX. 23, xviii. 20, vid. xix. 5,

good works must follow Bap-
tism, xvii. 37, 38, vii. 14, a pre-

paration for Judgment, xv. 25,
26.

Of Satan, xix. 5-

Word, Christ the Personal Word of

God, iv. 8, xi. 10, Himself God,
xi. 3, 16, in all reasonable crea-

tures, iv. 8, not like human
words conceived in the mind or

spoken, iv. 8, xi. 10, Ititr. p. xlix.

World, the work of God, iv. 4, made
by the evil God according to the
]\Ianichees, vi. 13, made by the
Son, xi. 21, 22, for man, xii. 5,
mirrors forth God's glory, ix. 2,
&c. its lessons, ix. 16, marred by
man's sin, xv. 3, shall jierhaps

be renewed at the last day, ib.
" God of this world," vi. 28, 29.

Soul of the world, viii. 2.

Xanthicus , the month , season of the
Creation, Passover, Resurrec-
tion, xiv. 10,
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B\-oT(5p0a)Toy, xvii. 36
d«oT0couo(rT05, XVI. 22

aKapr}S, aKapiaios, vi. 2

&K,uuy, IV. I

dvpai(J)»')f J,
vii. II

&:(pi-os, Proc. 3 ; iii. I ;

xviii. I

h.Kp6aLa\.%, XVI. 32
aKp65pu3v, VI. 5

aKpodiyiilS, iv. 17

oLKpoeii'ia, xvii. 24
oiKpoTofios, xiii. 29
aKT-quoavyTj, Xiii. 5 ;

xvi. 22

iiKTh.uuv, iii- 6 ; xvi. 10*

a\ei<pai, xv. II

d\7j0ii'o's, xi. 9*

a\i(Ty('jt!, xxu. 7

du&pTvpos, xvi. 7
o.u^AuwnfiV vi. 29
d'x-ny, xxiii. 22*

dnvr,aucaK[a, xxiii. 3

auvr](TTla, ii. 6

av&kj^ais, xiv. 24*

aco^ioo', iv. 20

avayivvr\ai^, Proc. 16 ;

vii. 9
dca7€i'i'a!^oi, iii. 4
dvayiviiiaKW, iv. 33 ;

xiii. 7, 19

aV(i7;'a;(T/:<a, iv. I ; x. 10 ;

xiv. 24*

d('a7»'W(ris, Titles

^vdypaiTTos, ii. 9

LECT. AND CH.

dio5iSJ|U€for, xxii. 3*
;

xxiii. 15*
ayaOu/xlaais, iv. 22
au^\yriTi xx. 5
ayaWotuiTOS, iv. 4*

dfa-Xoywy, ix. 2

avaXveordai, xv. 27, 30
ayauapTijaric, xiii. 3
a.yaj.idpTl]TOS, iv. 1

9

dt'arAca'j vii. 2

diaTTo.XJ-; j;ro?, xvi. 8

iyapxo^, iv. 4*; xi. 4,
note 3 ; xi. 20

ai'dpxifT, xi. 7*

di'aTpf;Cco ii. 4
a.ya<palp(Tos, ii. 19
aya<pv(rdti>, Proc. 9
d;'aij/ux'7. Xxiii. 1

7

a,yiK5n]yqTos, iv. 21 ;

vii. II

dt'eAXur^j, iv. 7
di'e/iTrc'5i<rT0y, iv. 22

avevSo'iaffyos, xxii. 6
i.vi^d\(nrTos, Proc. 17
d/'e^nittifia, viii. 4
di'€|(\n'acrTus, viii. 8
dfCToy, P/vc. 4
dcyjKiooj, xiii. 25
dfTJAaroy, iv, I

avdifiioy, xv. 20*

ay9puTro0up:is, x. 3
dvOpcoiroTrjj, iv. 9
o.yo'.Kdos, iv. 30
dfTi7€i'ff)(roi, vii. 16*

d;/riArjn-TiKos, iv. 12

avTi/xiixo!, vi. 10

avTiTrapaSiSaifit, ix. 6

ayrlppria-ts, xiii. 7> 8
ai'TiTvwos, XX. 6*

; xxi. I* ;

xxiii. 20*

ayvTreiOvvus, xxiii, 2
ayuwoicpnos, iii. 2

ayvnooTTaTos, iv. 8*;
xiii. 37 ; XV. 2i'*

d|iVua, xvii, 13*

anayy(\Xa<, v. 12 ; xv. 2*

aTra^ovOTi'j'aj iv, 1

8

anaduis, vi. 6*

aTraAAoTptJo;, iv, 8*

aTravOi^onat, xvii. 20
aira^air\ws, iv. 14

dirapdAAaf.'Toy, xi. 18*

awapefiwuSiTrwS, xvii. I4

OTrapTi'f'oywai, xxiu. 8

o.ni'ipaTros, xxiii. 17*

aweXirl^w, ii. 1

9

a.wipi6pi(nos, ix. 8

OTroScw, ii. I

LECT. AND CH.

aTToSiuA/'^aj, xiii. II

d7ro5o;f<,udfct', iv. 26
diToBTjpiovaOji, ii. 18
anoicuXi'oi, XV. 1

1

dTTO'.-piO^fai, xii. 19*
a-n6i<pu<p3, iv. 33, 35 ;

XV. 16*

dn-oi'TjTi, XX. 5
drrolcroro-Oai, v. 3
dTTolf'co, /'riV. II

aTToirfioa, iv. 34
anoppeCaa^, vii. 5
anoppr]-)yuiit, xxiii. 23
oTrocTTotrict, xv. 9*
awocTTdTr]!, iv. 37
a,noff(ppa.yiaixa^ ii. 4
dTToaxoij'ifa), vi. 13 ;

vii. 3
airoTacrtTOuai, xix. 2

airoTfiyco, xiv, 5, 21
diroTOTTos, xiv, 15
aTTOTpoTraios, xix. 3
aTTOTvyxdyw, vi. 8
oTTcJ^ao-iy, xiii. 17 ;

xxii, 6
avpoaipfTuis, iv. 34
Stttoitos, ix. 5
apyiipevSuTos, xiv. I4
ap5eia, ix, 5
apuuSios, xxii. 5
appo.yrfs, xiii. 38
dpx^. xi. 14, 20
b.px^KO.KO';, xix. 3
apx'arpiKos, ii. 6
00-077) J, xii. 16*

affKTiais, i, 5 ; iv, 27 ;

xxiii, 19
acrird^ofiai, xxiii, 3*
ScTTaTos, V, 3
adTpoAoyh, iv. 37 ; ix. 8
oLcrvyKptTos, iii. 6
d(Tvix(paviis, XV. I

a(rx«'A.Aa>, ix. I

dffxvf'-ovu, viii, 4
6.Tldaaos, xix. 6
arpen-Toy, iv, 4*

avTi^ovaios, ii. I ; iv, 18

;

vii. 13
auToA€|«i, X, 8

avTOTrpoaipiroi, X. 9
auTOTTpoaipeTus, xiii. 28
avTOirpoawTTus, xv, 14*

acpekciG, vii. 7
acpeAvs, iv. 3
Sxp«'''''ys» xii. 29

^Xp<, XV. 31*

^Xpoi'osi xi. 14

aX^puf vSara, vi. 3'

LECT. AND CH.

ffaaiXeiov Proc, I

^toacpayus, xiii. 6, 33
fiail^us, iii. 3

7C7J7ro^f^o0at, ix. 5
ytytoOai, vph rod

yiViaOai 7)v, X, 12*

ytyeaiovpyos, ix. 2
yivitjis, ii. 15 ; iv. 18
76cop7o'j(aI.7op-) Ji), ix. 13*
7^pas, ii. 5 ; iii. 7

^'iKTvKo'SiiKrily, xviii. 8'^

^a.y\iiK7]s, Proc. 3 ; iii. 2
;

vi. 10
Se(75roTi/c({y, xxii. 6
Sei/Tepei'oi, vii, 4
Siaicovi^co, iv. 31
SiaKo\v/u0d-jf, V, 7
SiuKpiats, ix. 9"

StaicpiTLKos, iv. I ; X. 3
SiaWdaaa;, xiii. 14*
SiaTTupos, ii, 13; V, 1

1

Siacri'po;, iv. 12
Sia<p(pOi), xxiii. 10*
S(5a(r/coA€?oi', iv. i

Sucaiois (var, Icct.), vi. 29*
SoyfiaTiicSy, v, 10
5J«7jo-is, iv. 9; vi. 14 ;

xiii. 4, 37
SoKip-aCTTlKOi, XV. 21*
5o'/(i,uoj TpaTTefjTTjy, vi. 36*
5o|oAo7ia, vi, 1*

Sopv(popu<Tdai, iv, 15
5pd|, iv, 5 ;

xviii. 3
Suydfiei, xvi. 20
Bvaxpr)(XTos, xiii, 12
^viswyvjxos, vi, 12
hvawviiii, ii. 9
^wpriiJLCuos, xiii. 37

eai;T4;< (pleonastic),

xiv, 10*

tyypa.<pov, ii, 9
iyKaTairal^ia-dai, viii. 4*

iyKoXtvi^unai, V. 12 J vi. 3
tyiCpiTOS {iKICplTOs), X, II*

(yKpaTfia, X, I9; XV. 23*

^TXeip'Tt^) viii. 7*

eyxcipih Proc, 5 ct passim,

ehccoy, xiv. lO* ; xxi. I
*

et\iKptvu)s, vii, II

fll^apfj-ty-r], iv, 5

(laayuyli, iv, 8

€((ro7w7iKos IV. 32
^/cSeffMei'i' (var. Icct.), ii. 3
fKK\ii(Tia-, xviii. 24*, 25

(iiiiKriaid^o}, <viii. 24
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LECT. AND CH.

iictc\riiTid^o,ui,t, XV. 13

ii(K\r](TiaaTtic6s, Proc. xv.

7, 13 ; xvii. 10*

iicXa^ipdvw, ix. I

e/cAeiTTCo, ji. 15

fitXtuirdico, IV. 10

eKTtOriXiinn^e'OS, xix. 6

fKrpaxri\i^<^\ xix. 6

«A67Xos {"'^ }io)iiine) ii. i

fnPd\uf.i€v, xiii. 19*

ffXTrfipai, xxin. 17"

ifxtrimivoi, VI. 36

ffinAaaTpos, Proc. 4 ;

iii. 15

xix. I*

iii. 6

vii. 16

//i^f. 9
xiii. 41
xii. 32

iv. 9
xii. 3*

V. 12

vi. 4
iv. 8*

iii. 5 ; vi. 8*

xiv. 30
ii. 8

iv. 9 ; vii. 7*
;

xiv. 17*

fvepyriTiKos, v. 10 ; xxi. 3*

UaapKos, iii. II ; xii. 15,

32; xiv. 27, 30*

fVnTTOCTTaToy, iv. 7*
»

xi. 10* ; xvii. 5*

ff ohic oyro.'i', xv. 9
i^aiixaTovaOuit, ix. 15

e^atperus 5e, xiv. 24*

g'laitnos, ii. 13 ; viii. 8

i^fTu^oixevoy, xii. 17*

f/j.(popun0ai,

4/j.(ppui'0is,

i/j<pu(Taff6ai,

iva^pviouat,

fi'ayicaXi^oiiic'.i,

euuvBp'joirrjffi^,

ii/avSpooTTf'i!',

ivavrioXoyuv,

ivSiiOeTos,

eV5iaiT7j.ua,

fc5o|os,

tj/SofXij,

tftpyeta,

Hvyv"^>

e^of.ioioviT6ai,

e|o/^o\o77}cris,

xui. 9
xvi. 6

iv. 34
iv. I

ii- IS ;

xviii. 14
4^opKin-,uus, Introd. p. i. 5
i\o\ja'ia., xi. 22

^ffa77eAict, v. 12 ; xvi. 19
eirayy^Ww, xv. 2*

iirayui'lioixai, xvi. 9
e7ra;'rt7/c€S, ii. 4
e'7ra|fa'S, ii. I9

tVaoiSo/, iv. 37
eTre'xe'i'. /'I've. 4
iiriyaida, iii. I

iniypdipiaQat, xxiii. II

67n5ai|"Aei'€'J0«i| vi. lO

^iri^icrixaTa, iv. 37
fmKK-t](ris, iv. 13
iwiuffxeadat, v. 8

eirii/euft), iii. I

imoviTioi, xxiii. 15*

ivi(n)fiiiov!.iai, xiv. 3*

fitLtTT-hp.1), Proc. 4'''
; vi. 35 ;

xi. 15-

ilT0plCtlTp6s,

fpivfrims,

kpij-rivivoi,

iuayyiKia,,

fvo.piarriffi',

(vyXunric,

e'uOrjvuv,

ev0vTrope7v,

eu\oyia,

(vivapp7](Tia,inojs,

evirdBr]';,

evpecn\oyi7i',

fiipi<Ti\o')ia,

evacpcia,

eviTxritJ-oyi^y,

((p6diov, V
ti / e 1

fOJS (ws),

k'j>a(popos

^(vyos,

i^vyov,

^wSiv {^litay),

LECT. AND CII.

P7-0C. 9, 14
V. 10'^

ii. 4
iv. 4. 7 ;

xiii. 21, 35
V. 10*

iv. 2*

V. 9
ii. II

xiv. 25*

iii. 2

xiii. 6*

XV. 33
x. 9 ; XV. 30

iv. 17-34;
xiii. 19

iv. 17*,. 34
xvi. 4

xxiii. 8*

Proc. 3
12 ; XV. II*

xiv. 25*

vii. 2 ; xi. 5*

xii. 32*

Proc. 13
xxi. 3

xii. 20*

r\yeixovLK&'!, xvii. 5
'HAei/(;UfVoj, XV. II*

iiv ore ovk ?iv, xi. 7*, 17*

iTTllTTOAl'],

e7riTrj5fS,

fiTt!pu'n7](ris,

STTlXPWI'yil/.U,

xvii. 29*

ii. 8

xxi. I , 4 ;

xxiii. 19
xiv. 6
iv. 36

QaipLav, XII. 20*

QaXamvoi,
edptfii (var. lect.),

V. 3
xiii. 31*

QavfiaTuvpyiiv

Bea.Tpoi.t.ai'ia,

6eiicMS,

xxii. 2*

xix. 6*

xi. 5
64\7)pi.a, X. 5

Oenyvaiaia,

0eo5i'5aKTOJ,

XUI. 40
xxiii. 18

OeoXoyia,

6eo\6yos,

xxiii. 6*

xii. I*

BeoTTveviTTO!;, IV. 33
6eoTroic7o9at, xii. 3*

OeoTTOios,

OeSTn^, xi.

deoTdicus,
S'^

iv. 16

; xxi. 3*

x. 19*

BepaTTivTlqs, XIV. 12*

Oeros,

xi. 7
xi. 2*

6v/x(aT^ptov, ii. 17
QvaiaaTTipi-ov, VI. 33 ;

xvm. 32 : xxiu. 2

icaWwTTKrixSs,

Ka.fj.dpa,

icd/xivos,

icavoviiiS^,

K(XT-i)Ko^V7UV,

icditirapis,

;roTaA.A7)A.os,

KaTavV(T(TU>,

Kara^iovixivoi,

itaraTTOvrovixivus,

KarapTi^oi,

Ka-roLdKivi],

LECT. AND CH.

iv. 29
ix. 5
xii. 6

Proc. 4*

iv. 37
XV. 20*

ii. 14

10 ea,

fSioi,

Ihia^uvTWSi

Upevs,

l\a.C!Ti]plOV,

t-KTrriXa.iily,

tVxas,

X. 4
iv. 5*

xiv. 15*

xvi. 13
V. 12

xxiii. 2

ii. 17
iv. 2

iii. 5
vi. 33
x. 13

Karaaracris,

KaTaffTTllxa,

11. 13
xii; I*

xix. 3
vii. 2

iv. 17. 34;
xiv. 26

vi. 5
Proc. 4

Karaavpsiv, iv. 2 ; xxiii. 17

naTaxQovios, iv. II, 12;
vi. 15

icaraxpriiyTticuis, vil. 5' '1

X. 5*

icaTnxvri^ Titles; xv. 18*

KaTOTrTevaf,

KaTOTTTpi^iaOai,

Kdvcrris,

icepavi/aiiTiS,

Krt^ijxovia,

Kivqins,

/fAfiSoCxos,

/cArjSoi'icruJs,

(cArjSwj',

KOifiacjdai,

KOtrd^uuai,

KOpVipOLOS,

icvo(pope7v,

KVTTTCOV,

Kvpioicruvos,

KVTOS,

icQiixiSpiov

Xafiirn^uiv,

KaxM-os,

At|ts, V. 12*
;

AfOi'TciSvjr,

IV.

icaO't^u, xiv: 27*

KaOiiciTevu, Proc. 5
Ka/cei/Tpfxfia vii. 7
K.ii,K(iHx.oi (ypafiKvs), i. 3

Kip-diucrta,

\lt6s,

KoyiKus,

Koyiov,

\oiuwSr]s,

jUaAirrra jUei',

fxapTvpioy,

t-iapTvpeTu,

fiaTaioXoyui',

IxeX-T}, ix.

/neTaueAeia,

[j.eTOv(Tia,

lxi(rd5e\<pos,

/xtadvOpuTTOi,

flllTOXpiffTOS,

jui'TjffTeuo.Kai,

/uorofoj'Tes

fioyapx^ci, iv. 6*

vii. I,

/.lOfoyd'ijs,

/LtofOfiSi)^, vi.

^oi'OiUoxfi^'',

fivaruyuyfa.

LECT. AND CH.

xviii. 7*

v. II

xvi. 16

ix. 10*

vi. 10

vii. 9
ix. 13*

xvii. 27*

xix. 8

iv. 37
ii. 2*

iv. 14
xi. 3*

iii. 6

xxiii. 22*

X. 12*

ix. 5
xvi. 8

iv. 15

xiii. 26*

xviii. 21*

ii. 17
Proc. 2 ;

xxii. 8

xix. 7 ;

xxi. 3
O I X. J ,

xvii. 2

iv. 37
iv. I

XIV. 24
xiv. 6

xvi. 21*

ii. 15

15 ; xii. 26
xiii. 24

ii. 18

xxiii. II

XV. 31
viii. 4
iii. 6

vi. II

xxiii. 3
iv. 24

; vi.i*,36;
2*

; xvii. 2

xii. 10*
;

xviii. 8*

7*, xvi. 12

xix. 6

vfn^v;, xu. 17

viKvoi-LavTila, iv. 57
vivpLO., X. 5* ; xxii. 2*, &c.

I'ivpov, v. 8

veupSai, Proc. 17 ; i. 5;
xviii. I

vrifpAXtos, iv. I

vixl/y.aea.i, xxiii. 2*

i/oriua, VI. 29
roTjTo'y, 7';'(7r. I* ; i. 4*

>

iii. I* ; ii. 17* ; iv. 16 ;

xvi. 31 ; xxi. 2*, &c.

ulaic'i^oo, IX. 9
oi'/ceTos, xxii. 2*

olKOVOp^iiV, xiv. 24
ohcovofxia, viii. 4 ; x. 18 ;

xiii. 39; xiv. 17*, 24*

XV. 1 , 4, &c.

olKovfiei'itcos, xvii. 29
oAeSpoTToios, IV. I

bfioioiraOlis, iv. 9* ; xii. 15
6fj.oioTTp6(r(i}nos, xii. 14
8|UOio$ eauTiy, vi. 7*

;

xi. 9
ef irciffiv, xi. 4*, 9, 18

' icaTo, irdura, iv. 7*

baoloiais, xiv. lO*

b/ioovaios, Intr. p. xlix. ;

vii. 5* ; xi. 17*

6)'OiJiaToypa<pe7v, iii. 2

ofopiaToypacpia, Intr.

p. xvi*. /*;w. I

oTwpocpvXdiciov, xiv. 18

opveoff/toTTia, iv. 37
ovaia, xvil. 5
oiiaiwSrjs, xxi. I

0(p9aKpL0^avC>s, xvii. 9*

oxypoCcrtfai, v. 12

iraflci, Inlr. xlix. Crt/.

vi. 6*
; vii. S»

K(xi^dy<>iyos, iv. 33
TralSes, vi. 12 ; viii. 8 ;

xii. 2 ; xiii. II

Trai^inicdpiov, il. I9

naXdna, xvi. 19*

ii. 15
IV. 23

xix. 10

xix. 7*

iraXlvlpoiijS,

na\f.i6s,

naPTiyvpl^to,

iravfiyvpi^,

TtavTotcpdrup, viii. 8*
; x. 5

irapaffdWu, xvii. I

irapaSrjKovi',

TTapaSo^o'frctfa,

irapd^oais,

irapaiTios, ii. I ; xii. 13
TrapaKaTaOi^icii, v. 13;

xii. 16*

TrapaffKevri,

7rapaT7)pr;iii?,

irapax<^pdjaw,

irapiSpeva.',

irapfKTii<6s,

napfKTpoTfl],

TTapf^r]yf'itT6ai

trapOeveva:,

KapQivoiroios rut' }livx<^''',

xii. 31
KapOivos, xii. I*, 2*

napoiKia, xiv, 21*
; xvi. 22*

xvii. 9'

xxii. 2*

iv. 3

xviii. 17
iv. 37
iv. 35

i. 5
XX. 6
iv. 20
iv. 2

V. 4
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LECT. AND CH.

rapovarta, iii. II ; xii. 15;
xiv. 27, 30* ; xxi. 3*

vapdr, xiv. 2*
; xv. 27*

iraiTTds xvi. 19*

KfSat (var. lect.), xv. 23*

Trti0apxi^''t

napdw,
vepiypa(pr],

irfpiSpao'crtadatf

irtpifpyos,

ireptfx^"''

KfpiOpi^W,

irfpi'iraTO',

TrepntoXuf,

ir-nyd^fiv,

iriOofOTTjy,

KiffTOKOlUI',

XV. 30
xix. 8'

V. II

X 16

iv. 29
V. II

vi.8*
V. 7

V. II

ii. 2

iv. 17

Prp-.\T,
iii. 15 ; xiii. 9

///.'/'. p. XV.

V. 12

xxii. 8
ii. 4;

xvi. 28*

x. 16*

".3
iv. 16

Proc. 2 ;

ii. 3, &c.
xxiii. 6
xiii. 40

vi. 7 ; x. 3*

xix. 6*

xvii. 37*
xii. 34*

KKJTOS,

kX&tot,

KvivuariKus,

•Kvevf^aT6c(>opis,

iro\iT(vofj.cii,

TToWaKlS,

iroXvSvi'aflO!,

iroAvKpayfiOi ere,

iroXvirpucruiros,

ito\v(rxiST]S,

iroXvwfvfj.os,

irpa')p.arfia,

irpu^ti,

irply 7€»'f7)07)rat obx ^f,

x. 12*

nph aidiivciiv, xi. I3

irpoo.ipoufj.evos (var.

lect.), vi. 22*

Kpoalpe(n5,Pioc. I ; vii. 1 6 ;

ix. 13 ; xiii. 6, 29 ; xv.

30 ; xvii. 10 ; xix. 8
irpoavXios, Proc. i ; xix. 2*

TTpoyUeodat, ii. 1

9

ir^oOiajTeWeaOai, vii. 7
irpudea-is, Proc. I

vpoOifffi'ta, Proc. 4*
;

xviii. 14
irpoKUUiva, Xxiil. ^
KpoKoiri], X. 5* ; xi. I, 3*,

7. 13. 15. 17 ; xiv. 27
TTpOKO'^ai,

npS^evos

vpo^evr^TtKos,

'irpo^ei'e7ff6ai,

irpocrayuyn,

irpocrypa^iiv

Tfpoafpxof-ai,

Xll.

xu. 3
Proc. 16

;

13 ; XX.

6

XX. 6

ii. 9
ix. 8

iv. 18
iv. 27;
xvii. 35

TTpocrriyopia, v.

KpooKopris,

trpoffoxv

KpodTayixa,

KpoffTciTris, iv

irpoffrideadai,

wpo(j'9e7t'ai,

npoax^<^y

TTpoaUVVfUOLy

irpocrwKov,

irp6janis,

irpoTpoirii,

jrpo0opi/coj, iv,

irpoxwi'!"^',

irpox'^pj)"''?,

rrpuTua,

irpoiToirXaaTOSf

irpaiTotrTOTTjy,

irpWTOTOKOS,

TTpuiTorinruis

TrTepi/KTiTi':,

KTfpO(l>Vf7:',

l)a.6vfjLUV,

pffi^eaOat,
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SECTION I.

The Life.

S. Gregory Nazianzen, called by the Ecumenical Council of Ephesus "The Great,"

and universally known as " The Theologian " or " The Divine," a title which he shares with

S. John the Evangelist alone among the Fathers of the Church, was, like the great Basil of

Caesarea and his brother Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, by birth a Cappadocian. He was born at

Arianzus, a country estate belonging to his father, in the neighbourhood of Nazianzus.

This latter, sometimes called Nazianzum, is a place quite unknown to early writers, and de-

rives all its importance from its connection with our Saint. The Romans seem to have

called it Dioccesarea. This would place it in the south-western portion of the district called

Cappadocia Secunda, a sub-division of the Province, which had previously included the

whole country of Cappadocia under the Prefect of Caesarea. The Emperor Valens made the

division for financial purposes about a.d. 371, and assigned Tyana as its civil Metropolis,

and, as we shall see, thereby caused an ecclesiastical quarrel which had considerable effect on

the life of S. Gregory. Tyana ^-as situated at no great distance south and east of Nazianzus,

which place is usually identified with some interesting ruins about eighteen miles south-east of

Ak Serai, on a rocky platform at the foot of the mountains called Hassan Dagh. Amongst other

ruined buildings here are the remains of three Byzantine churches of great age, but more re-

cent than the rest of the town.

His father, who bore the same name with himself, had originally belonged to an obscure

sect called Hypsistarians or Hypsistians, of whom we know little except what we learn from

Gregory of Nazianzus and his namesake of Nyssa. They seem to have held a sort of syncre-

tist doctrine, containing elements derived from heathen, Christian, and Jewish sources. They

were very "strict monotheists, rejecting both polytheism and the doctrine of the Trinity, and

worshipping the One Supreme Being under the names of The Most High and The Almighty,

and the emblems of Fire and Light, but wich no external cultus; for they rejected sacrifice

and every outward form of worship, holding adoration to be an exclusively interior and spir-

itual act. With singular inconsistency, however, they adopted the observance of the Jewish

Sabbath, and the Levitical prohibition of certain kinds of food. They were but few in num-

ber, and their influence was insignificant even in Cappadocia, which was the headquarters of

the sect.i From this form of error the elder Gregory was converted by the influence of his

wife, Nonna ; and soon after his conversion was consecrated to the bishopric of Nazianzus.

Nonna, the mother of our Saint, was the daughter of Christian parents, and had been

very carefully brought up. Like S. John Chrysostom and S. Augustine, Gregory had the in-

estimable advantage of being reared at the knee of a mother of conspicuous holiness. There

I eK Svoiv ivavTuaraTOiv ovyKtKpanevriv, iWriviKrji re xal vofiiKrii repareias • !>v ajx^oreptav to. liepi) <l>vyu>y, c'lc /ne'piof avvtriBi]. Tr)9

ftiv yiip Ta ei5(oAa Kal to? Qvcriai; aTTOTreixTTo^evoi, Ti/iaitrt to irvp koi to Kvx^va • t^? 5e to (rdp^aTOv alSovixevoi icol to. nep\ to. ^pcofxaTa

iffTiv a iJiiKpo\oyiav, rifv TrepiTOfiijf aTtfia^ovo'iF.—Or. xviii. 5.
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were three children of the marriage—a sister, Gorgonia, probably somewhat older than Greg-

ory, who was devotedly fond of her ; and a brother, Csesarius, perhaps younger, who was a dis-

tinguished physician, and occupied a post of confidence at the Court of Constantinople. Greg-

ory was certainly born at a late period of the life of his mother. He tells us that, like so many

other holy men of whom we read both in the Bible and outside its pages, he was consecrated

to God by his mother even before his birth. The precise date is uncertain. There are two

lines in his poem on his own life which seem to indicate clearly that it took place after his

father's elevation to the Episcopate, or at any rate after his ordination to the Priesthood.

Speaking of the great desire of the elder Gregory to see his son ordained to the Priesthood, in

order that he might have him as a coadjutor and aid to his own declining years and failing

strength, he gives the arguments by which the old man sought to persuade him to take upon

himself a burden which he dreaded ; and among them we find the father saying to the son :
^

" You have not been yet so long in Hfe as I have spent in sacrifice." And though the Roman

CathoUc writers on the subject strain every nerve to get rid of the obvious meaning, by inge-

nious manipulation of the text or by far-fetched interpretations, yet the conclusion remains

unshaken, and is supported also by another passage, to be cited presently, that he was at any

rate born during the Priesthood of his father. He tells us that he left Athens in or about his

thirtieth year,^ and also that the Emperor Julian was his contemporary there. Now Julian

was at Athens in 355 ; so that we must place Gregory's birth not earlier than 325 ;
and if

we give its natural meaning to the first passage quoted, not earlier than 330, the latest date

available for his father's consecration as Bishop. This is not inconsistent with the Athenian

chronology of his life, as he certainly spent many years there, and probably did not leave the

place till 357.

As soon as the children's age permitted, Gregory and his brother Caesarius were sent to

school at Csesarea, under the care of a good man named Carterius, who as long as he lived re-

tained a great influence over the mind of his elder pupil. This is perhaps the same Carterius

who afterwards presided over the monasteries of Antioch in Syria, and was one of the in-

structors of S. John Chrysostom. The following is a free rendering of one of four funeral epi-

grams written in later years by our Saint in honour of his old friend and tutor

:

" Whither, Carterius, best beloved of friends,

O whither hast thou gone, and left me here

Alone amid the many toils of earth ?

Thou who didst hold the rudder of my youth,

When in another land I learned to weigh

The words and stories of a learned age

;

Thou who didst bind me to the uncarnal life.

Truly the Christ, whom thou possessest now,

Took thee unto Himself, the King thou lov'st.

O thou bright lightning of most glorious Christ,

Thou best protection of my early days,

Thou charioteer of all my younger life;

Remember now the Gregory whom erst

Thou trainedst in the ways of virtuous life,

Carterius, master of the life of grace."

It was probably at Csesarea that the acquaintance between Gregory and S. Basil the Great

began, which was afterwards to ripen into a lifelong friendship. But their association did

' Carm. de vita sua, 511. ' lb. 339.
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not last long at this period, for Basil soon went to Constantinople to continue his education,

while Gregory and liis brother removed to the Palestinian Caisarea
;
probably as much for the

sake of making a pilgrimage to the Holy Sepulchre, as for the advantage of the schools of that

learned resort. Ca?sarius soon went on to Alexandria ; but Gregory was tempted by the

flourishing Palestinian school of rhetoric to remain a while and study that art. One of his

fellow-students here was Euzoius, the future heresiarch. From Palestine he too went on to

Alexandria, where he found his brother enjoying an excellent character, and highly distin-

guished among the students of the University. S. Athanasius was at this time the Bishop,

and Didymus head of the famous Catechetical School ; but as Gregory, though one of his

orations is a panegyric on S. Athanasius, does not mention having ever met either of these

two great men, we must suppose that the former was at this time suffering one of his many

periods of exile—his second banishment lasted from 340 to 347. Gregory does not seem to

have remained very long at Alexandria; the fascination exercised on his mind by a yet more

famous seat of learning—Athens—soon drew him thither. He could not even wait for a

favourable time of year, but must start at once. He took passage in the month of November

in a ship bound for .^gina, with some of whose crew he was acquainted. They had a pros-

perous voyage until they were in sight of Cyprus, when they were assailed by a tremendous

storm, and the ship, swept by the heavy seas, became waterlogged, and would not answer her

helm. At the same time the violence of the sea burst the water-tanks, and the ship's company

were left in dire distress. Gregory, who was not yet baptized, was thrown into terrible dis-

tress at thus finding himself in peril of death while yet outside the Covenant of God. In

earnest prayer he renewed his self-dedication, and vowed to give himself wholly to the service

of God, if his life might be spared to receive Holy Baptism. He tells the story at some

length and with great graphic power in his long poem on his own life, from which we subjoin

a cento,' and also in his oration spoken at his father's funeral (Orat. XVHI, c. 31, p. 352

Ed. Ben.). It is, however, uncertain whether he was baptized immediately after this deliver-

ance, or whether he waited till his return to Nazianzus. At any rate he reached Athens in

safety, and shortly afterwards was joined there by Basil ; when the early acquaintance which

was now renewed soon deepened into an intimacy of brotherly affection, which, though often

sorely tried, never grew cold in Gregory's heart. In the funeral oration which he pronounced

* What time 1 parted from Egyptian shores.
Whence I had somewhat culled of ancient lore,

We weighed, and under Cyprus cut the waves
In a straight course for Hellas, when there rose
A mighty strife of winds, and shook the ship :

And all was night ; earth, seas, and darkened skies
;

And thunders echoed to the lightning's shock.
Whistled the rigging of the swelling sails,

And bent the mast ; the helm had lost its power,
For none could hold it in the raging seas.
The ship was filled with overwhelming waves ;

Mingled the shout of sailor, and the cries

Of helmsman, captain, and of passenger,
And those who till that fearful hour had been
Unconscious of a <iod; for fear can teach.
And, worst of all our dread impending woes,
No water had we, for the ship began
To labour, and the beakers soon were broke
Which held our treasure of sweet water scant :

And famine fought with surging and with storm
To slay us. But God sent a swift release.

For Punic sailors suddenly appeared.
Who in their own sore terror soon perceived
Ky our sad cries our danger, and with oars
(For they were strong) came up and saved our barque
And us, who now all but sea-corpses were

;

Like fish forsaken of their native wave,
Or lamp that dies for want of nourishment.

But while we all were fearing sudden death,
Mine was a worse, because a secret, fear.

The cleansing waters ne'er had passed on me,
That slay our foe and join us to our God.
This was my lamentation, this my dread.
For this I stretched my hands and cried to God,

VOL. VII.

And cried above the noise of surging waves,
And rent my clothes, and lay in miserjr.

Hut, though ye scarce believe it, yet 'tis true,

All those oa whom our common danger pressed
Forgot themselves, and came and prayed wiih me.
And 'J'hou wast then, O Christ, my great defence,

Who now deliverest from the storm of life.

For when no good hope dawned upon our eyes.

Nor isle, nor continent, nor mountain top,

Nor torch, nor star to light the mariners.
Nor small nor great of earthly things appeared.
What port was left for troubled sailor-folk 'i

Despairing of all else, I look to thee ;

Life, breath, salvation, light, and strength to men.
Who frightest, smitest, smilest, healest all.

And ever weavest good from human ill.

I call to mind Thy wonders of old time,

Hy which we recognize 'J'hy mighty hand ;

The sea divided— Israel's host brought through—
Their foes defeated by Thy lifted hand

—

And Egypt crushed by scourges, chiefs and all—
Nature subdued, and walls thrown down by shcut.

And, adding mine to those old famous acts.

Thine own, I said, am I, both erst and now ;

Twice shalt Thou take ine for Thine own, a gift

Of earth and sea, a doubly hallowed gift,

Hy prayers of mother and by fateful sea.

To Thee I live, if I escape the waves,
And gain baptismal dews ; and Thou wilt lose

A faithful servant if Thou cast me off.

E'en now Thine own disciple, in the deep ;

Shake off for me Thy slumber, and arise.

And stay my fear. So prayed I—and the noise

Of winds grew still, the surges ceased, the ship

Held straight upon her course ; my prayer was heard.
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over his friend, Gregory has left us a most interesting account of University life in the middle

of the fourth century, of which we give a summary here, referring the reader for details to the

oration itself, wliich will be found in the present volume. Basil's reputation, he says, pre-

ceded him to Athens, where he was received with much enthusiasm. Many of the silliest

students there are mad upon Sophists, and are divided upon the respective merits of their

teachers with as much excitement as is shown by the partisans of tlie various chariots in the

Hippodromes. And so a new-comer is laid hold of by them in this fashion. First of all, he

is entertained by the first who can get hold of him—either a relation or a friend or a fellow-

countryman, or a leading Sophister, who is in favour with his master, and touts for him.

There he is unmercifully chaffed, and with more or less of rough horseplay, by everybody, to

iake down his pride ; and is then escorted proccssionally through the streets to the Baths

;

after which process he is regarded as free of tlie students' guild. Basil, however, through the

good offices of his friend Gregory, was spared this trial of his nerves, out of respect for his

great attainments ; and this kind action was the beginning of their long and affectionate in-

timacy. Among the students, however, were a number of young Armenians, some of whom

had been at school with Basil, and were very jealous of him. These young men, with the

object of destroying his reputation if possible, were continually harassing him with disputa-

tions upon hard and sophistical questions. Basil was quite able to hold his own against them
;

but Gregory, jealous for the honour of his University, and not at first perceiving the malice

of these young men, sided with them and made the conflict more equal. As soon, however,

as he began to see their real purpose, he forsook them and took his stand by his friend, whose

victory was thus made not only assured but easy. The young gentlemen naturally did not

like this, and Gregory became, much to Basil's distress, very unpopular among them, as they

chose to regard his conduct in the matter as treason against his University, and especially

against the students of his own year.

The city of Athens at this time was full of dangerous distractions for young men ; feasts,

theatres, assemblies, wine parties, etc. Gregory and his friend resolved to renounce all these,

and to allow themselves to know only two roads—one, that which led to the Church and its

holy teachers; the other, that which took them to their University lectures.-'' Amongst

other famous students of Gregory's day was Prince Julian, afterwards the Emperor who apos-

tatized and endeavoured to restore the ancient heathenism, and galvanize it into something

like a new life. Gregory claims even at this early period to have foreseen and dreaded

the result of Julian's accession. "I had long foreseen," he says, " how matters would be,

from the time that I was with him at Athens. He had come there shortly after the violent

measures against his brother, having asked permission of the Emperor to do so. He had two

reasons for this sojourn—the one more honest, namely, to visit Greece and its schools ; the

other more secret and known only to a k\w persons, namely, to consult Avith the heathen

priests and charlatans about his plans ; because his wickedness was not as yet declared. Even

then I made no bad 'guess about the man, although I am not one of those skilled in such mat-

ters; but I was made a prophet by the imevenness of his disposition and the very unsettled

condition of his mind. I used these very words about him :
' What an evil the Roman State

is nourishing,' though I prefaced them with a wish that I might prove a false prophet."

Of this early friendship with Basil, Gregory speaks thus:

For OoJ had p;ivcn me yet one priceless gift

Uiiilins; mc with Wisdom's wisest son,

Himself alone above all life and word ;

Who this could be, ye soon shall know full well;

15asil his name, our age's great supixnt.

He was the comrade of my words and ronf,

And of my thoughts, if I may boast so much.

A pair wcte we not all unknown in Greece ;

All things we shared in common, and one soul

Linked us together, though in body twain.

One thing there was whicli joined us most of all,

The love of God and of the highest good.

For. soon as courage came to us to speak
Each to the other of that we had at heart,

More closely were our spirits knit in love,

For fellow feeling makes us wondrous kind.
(Carm. dc Vita Sua. 1. ?2i.)
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(Orat. V, 23, 24.) Gregory must have been a long time at Athens. He seems to have gone

there at about the age of eighteen, and not to have left till he was past thirty. Basil left

before him and returned to Cappadocia ; and as soon as he could follow he went to Constan-

tinople, where he met his brother/ who had just come there to practice as a Court Physician,

but resolved to throw up his practice and return with his brother to Nazianzus. They found

their parents still living and their father occupying the Episcopal Throne. From this time on-

ward Gregory divided his time between his parents and his friend ; living partly at Arianzus,

and partly with Basil in Pontus, in monastic seclusion. At his Baptism, which it seems most

probable took place at this period, he made a solemn vow never to swear, and to devote his

whole energies and powers solely to the glory of God, and the defence and spreading of the

foith. Cajsarius did not remain long in the retirement of home, but soon returned to the

Capital, where a brilliant career seemed opening before him. Gregory, whose mind was

strongly impressed with the dangers and temptations of a life at Court, did not altogether ap-

prove of this step, yet he does not very severely blame it. He himself, however, felt very

strongly drawn to the monastic life ; but as retirement from the world did not seem to him to

be his vocation, he resolved to continue to live in the world, and to be a help and support to

his now aged parents, and especially to his father in the duties of his Episcopate, but at tlie

same time to live under the strictest ascetic rule. He had, however, always a secret hankering

after the Solitary life, which he had once (Ep. i.) promised Basil to share with him ; and he

did find himself able for some years to spend part of his time with his friend in his retirement

in the wilds of Pontus. They portioned out their days very carefully between prayer, medita-

tion and study, and manual labour, on the principles laid down by Basil in a letter to his

friend, which afterwards were developed into the celebrated Rule still observed by the entire

body of the Religious of the Eastern Church.'' Retirement, he says, does not consist in the

act of removal from the world in bodily presence, but in this, that we tear away the soul from

those bodily influences which stir up the passions ; that we give up our parental city and our

father's house, our possessions and goods, friendship and wedlock, business and profession,

art and science, and everything, and are quite ready to take into our hearts nothing but the

impressions of the divine teaching.

In solitude, Basil thinks, it is possible altogether to tame the passions, like wild beasts, by

gentle treatment ; to lull them to sleep, to disarm them. By turning away the soul from the

enticements of sense, and withdrawing into one's self for the contemplation of God and of

Eternal Beauty, it is possible to raise man to a forgetfulness of natural wants, and to a spiritual

freedom from care. The means to this spiritual elevation are in his view the reading of Holy

Scripture, which sets before us rules of life—but especially the pictures of the lives of godly

men ; Prayer which draws down the Godhead to us, and makes our mind a pure abode for It;

and an earnest silence, more inclined to learn than to teach, but by no means morose or

unfriendly. At the same time Basil desires that the outward appearance of one who thus

practises solitude shall be in keeping with his inner life ; with humble downcast eye, and

dishevelled hair, in dirty untidy clothes he must go about, neither lazily loitering nor passion-

ately quick, but quietly. His garment, girt upon his loins with a belt, is to be coarse, not of

a bright colour, suited for both summer and winter, close enough to keep the body warm with-

out additional clothing ; and his shoes adapted to their purpose, but without ornament. For

food, let him use only the most necessary, chiefly vegetables ; for drink, water—at least in

health. For mealtime, which begins and ends with prayer, one hour is to be fixed. Sleep is

to be short, light, and never so dead as to let the soul be open to the impressions of corrupt-

ing dreams.''

• Or. vii. 8, ' Ullmann G. v. N. ^ Uas. Ep. ii. Ullmaiiii u. s.

P 2
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They gave themselves especially to the study of Holy Scripture, and to the practice of

devotional exercises. In their study their great principle was to interpret the holy writings

not by their own individual judgment, but on the lines laid down for them by the authority

of ancient interpreters.'' Of uninspired commentators they had the greatest respect for Origen,

whose errors, however, they happily avoided. From his exegetical writings they compiled a

book of Extracts, which they published in twenty-seven books, to which they gave the name

of Philocalia, i.e., what in modern language is called a Christology. This is happily still

extant, and is valuable as preserving for us many passages otherwise lost, or existing only in a

Latin translation. Gregory sent a copy of this work to his friend and suteequent com-

panion at Constantinople, Theodore, Bishop of Tyana, as an Easter gift many years after-

wards, and accompanied it with a letter,^" in which he speaks of the work as a memorial of him-

self and Basil, and as intended for an aid to scholars ; and begs that his friend will give a proof

of its usefulness, with the help of diligence and the Holy Spirit. Socrates ^^ says that this care-

ful study of Origen was of the greatest service to the two friends in their subsequent con-

troversies with the Arians ; for these heretics quoted him in support of their errors, but the

two Fathers were enabled to confute them readily, by shewing that they were completely

ignorant of the meaning of Origen's argument.

But Gregory does not appear to have stayed long in Basil's Monastery;—although Ruffinus

speaks of a sojourn of thirteen years. This cannot for chronological reasons have been a con-

tinuous stay, although it is true that Basil's monastic life in Pontus, and Gregory's various visits

to him there extended over a period of about that length, from his first retirement in 357 to

his consecration to the Episcopate in 370. It was after about three years that Gregory

returned to Nazianzus (360), possibly, as Ullmann suggests, because of circumstances which

had arisen at his home, which seemed to call imperatively for his presence in the interests of

the peace of the Diocese, and for the assistance which he might, though a layman, be able

to give to his aged Father, who had got into trouble through a piece of imprudent con-

duct.

The Emperor Constantius, who was an Arian, had in 359 assembled at Ariminum (the

modern Rimini) a Council of 400 Western Bishops,^ and these, partly duped, partly compelled

by the Imperial Officers, had put out a Creed, which, while acknowledging the proper Deity of

the Son, and confessing Him to be Like the Father, omitted to say Like In All Points, and

refused the word Consubstantial ; thus, while condemning the extreme followers of Arius,

favouring the views of the Semi-Arian party. At the same time another Synod, of 150

Eastern Bishops, was assembled under Court influence at Seleucia, and promulgated a similar

formula. The Bishop of Nazianzus, though still as always a staunch upholder of Nicene or-

thodoxy, was in some way induced to attach his signature to this compromising Creed ; and

this action led to most important consequences. The Monks of his Diocese took the matter

up with the usual earnestness of Religious, and, with several also of the Bishops, withdrew

from Communion with their own Bishop. This may have been the reason for his son's return.

He induced his Father to apologize for his involuntary error and to put out an orthodox Con-

fession, and so he healed the schism. To this period belongs his first Oration on Peace ; in

which, after an eloquent encomium on the Religious life, he sets forth the blessings of peace

and concord, and contrasts them with the misery of discord ; begging the people to be very

slow indeed on this account to sever themselves from the Communion of those whom they

think to be erring brethren ; and thanking God for the restoration of peace. He concludes

° rirev. Rom. May 9. '» Ep. cxv. " H. E. IV., xxvi.
'2 The reign of Const.intiiis was, says Dr. Ullmann, in a very special way the age of Synods. l?y his endless summoning of Sjmods

he not only furthered doctrinal disputes, but aUo injured the finances of the State, destroyed the existence of the Posts, and brought
everything into confusion.
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the whole with a splendid setting forth of the Catholic doctrine concerning the Trinity, in

the following terms :

—

" Would to God that none of lis may perish, but that we may all abide in one spirit, with

one soul labouring together for the faith of the Gospel, of one mind, minding the same thing,

armed with the shield of faith, girt about the loins with truth ; knowing only the one war

against the Evil One, and those who fight under his orders ; not fearing them that kill the body

but cannot lay hold of the soul ; but fearing Him ^Vho is the Lord both of soul and body

;

guarding the good deposit which we have received from our fathers; adoring Father, Son, and

Holy Ghost ; knowing the Father in the Son, and the Son in the Holy Ghost—into which

Names we were baptized, in ^^'llich we have believed ; under Whose banner we have been en-

listed ; dividing Them before we combine Them, and combining before we divide ; not receiv-

ing the Three as one Person (for They are not impersonal, or names of one Person, as though

our wealth lay in Names alone and not in facts), but the Three as one Thing. For They are

One, not in Person, but in Godhead, Unity adored in Trinity, and Trinity summed up in

Unity ; all adorable, all royal, of one throne and one glory ; above the world, above time, un-

created, invisible, impalpable, uncircumscript ; in Its relation to Itself known only to Itself; but

to us equally venerable and adorable ; Alone dwelling in the Holiest, and leaving all creatures

outside and shut off, partly by the First Veil, and partly also by the Second ;—by the first, the

heavenly and angelic host, parted from Godhead ; and by the second, we men, severed from

the Angels. This let us do ; let this be our mind. Brethren ; and those that are otherwise

minded let us look upon as diseased in regard to the truth, and as far as may be, let us take

and cure them ; but if they be incurable let us withdraw from them, lest we share their disease

before we impart to them our own health. And the God of Peace that passeth all understand-

ing shall be with you in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.^^ "

Gregory the Elder Avas now aged and infirm, and began to feel his need of a Coadjutor in

his pastoral duties. So, by the great desire of the people of Nazianzus, he ordained his son

to the Priesthood, much against the will of the said son. This Ordination took place at some

great Festival, probably at Christmas of the year 361. Gregory the Younger was much ag-

grieved at this gentle violence, which even in after years he describes as an act of tyranny,^' and

says he cannot bring himself to speak of it in other terms, though he asks pardon of the Holy

Spirit for his language. Immediately after his Ordination he made his escape to Pontus, ap-

parently reaching Basil about Epiphany, 362. Here he had time for reflection on the obedi-

ence he now owed to his father, not only as son to father, but as Priest to Bishop; and with

a truer view of his duty he returned to Nazianzus, where he was present in the Church on

Easter day 362, and preached his first Sermon as a Priest, in apology for his reluctance.

Strange to say, though it was so great a Festival, and though the preacher was so well known

and so much beloved in Nazianzus, the congregation was very small ;—probably many refrained

from going to Church in order to mark their feeling about Gregory's flight to Pontus. Any-

how he felt the discourtesy keenly, and in his next sermon took occasion to reprove them

severely for their inconsistency in receiving him so badly after having compelled him for their

sakes to finally renounce the solitude he loved so well. Of this discourse the Abbe Benoit

speaks as follows :

—

" It is not very long, and it seems to us a model of the tact and art which a Minister of the

Gospel ought to use in his speech when just grievances compel him to address deserved re-

proaches to the faithful. It would be impossible to blame with greater force, to comi)lain Avith

" I have followed Ullmann and Nirschl In placing this occurrence here. The l{i;ncdictinc KJitor?. apparently in order to add pricsily

.li.ithority to this Oration (VI.). have put it four years Inter, on what I cannot b;it think to be insufficient Rrounds. Their date would
bring it to the close of the reign of Julian or the beginning of that of Jovian, neither of wliich periods would ofTcr any inducement to

/Vrianizing. '< Carm, dc vita, 1., 345
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more frankness, and yet to do it in a way less offensive to the hearers. Praise, indeed, is so

mingled with blame in this discourse, and there is in its tone something so earnest and affec-

tionate, that the audience, though sharply reprimanded, not only could not take offence, but

was compelled to conceive a yet greater affection and admiration for him who so reproved

them.
'

'

Gregory took the opportunity to write another very long Oration as his apology for

his flight. In it he sets forth at great length his conception of the nature and responsibilities

of the Priestly Office, and justifies himself both for having shrunk from such a charge, and for

having so soon returned to take it up. It is very improbable that this Oration, numbered II.

in the Benedictine Edition, was ever delivered vivd voce ; but it was published, and is a com-

plete Treatise on the Priesthood, used both by S. John Chrysostom as the foundation of his Six

Books on the Priesthood, and by S. Gregory the Great as the basis of his Treatise on the

Pastoral Rule. It has also furnished material to many of the best Ecclesiastical writers of all

ages.

Julian had now succeeded to the Empire, and had entered Constantinople in 361. He
had by this time completely broken with the Church, and renounced even the outward sem-

blance of Christianity. He persuaded Coesarius, however, to retain his position at Court

;

hoping perhaps that he might succeed in perverting him. This was a matter of deep regret

to his father and brother, and they felt, the latter says, obliged to keep the fact from the

knowledge of his mother. Gregory wrote his brother a letter of most affectionate though

earnest remonstrance ; Avith the result that Csesarius soon made up his mind to retire ; and

put his resolution in practice on the opportunity afforded by the departure of the Emperor

from Constantinople to assume the direction of his campaign against the Persians. Nazianzus

was not allowed to remain without attempts being made against its Christianity, for the Pre-

fect of the Province was sent with an armed escort of considerable strength to demand posses-

sion of the Church. But the aged Bishop, supported by his son and by his people, boldly

refused to comply with the Imperial commands, and there seemed such a probability of

powerful resistance that the Prefect felt compelled to withdraw his force, and never came

to Nazianzus again on such an errand. The Gregorys, father and son, frequently came into

collision with Julian during his stay in Cappadocia on his way to Persia ; and indeed it is not

too much to say that the firm stand which they made on behalf of the right was, under God,

the means of diverting the Emperor from his purpose of making a vehement assault upon the

faith and rights of the Church in that Province. As the Abbe Benoit ^^ remarks, Julian saw

that he must be careful in dealing with a province where Christian faith was such a living

power, and where a simple village Bishop could dare to make so stout a stand against Im-

perial Authority ; but he declared his intention of avenging himself upon his opponents on his

return from his expedition. The Providence of God, however, interfered, and he never did

return, but was defeated and killed.

In 363 or 364 Basil, like Gregory, was ordained Priest much against his will. The

Bishop of Ciiesarea, Metropolitan of Cai)padocia, was Eusebius. He had been elected in 362

by a popular clamour, while yet only a Catechumen, and was very unwillingly consecrated by

the Pjlshops of the Province. He felt it necessary to have at hand a Priest who by his skill

in Theology would be a help to him in the controversies of the times, and he selected Basil.

But for some unknown reason, possibly no more than a certain jealousy of Basil's superior

reputation and influence, within a very short time Eusebius quarrelled with him, and

endeavoured to deprive him. This might easily have led to a serious schism, had Basil been

a self-seeking man, but as it was, he quietly retired to his Community in Pontns, accompanied

18 s. G. dc N.
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by his friend Gregory, who, however, was not able to remain long in that congenial society,

as his presence was still much needed by his father. On the succession of Valens, an Arian,

to the Throne of the Empire, Eusebius wrote to Gregory, entreating him to come to

Casai-ea and give him the benefit of his advice. Gregory, however, respectfully declined the

invitation on the grounds of his sense of the wrong which his friend had suffered ; and after

some correspondence he succeeded in effecting a reconciliation between the latter and his

Metropolitan, in the year 365.

Ca^sarius meantime had returned to the Court and had received from Valens a \-alual)lo

piece of preferment in Bithynia ; but in the end of 368 or beginning of 369, having boon

terrified by a great earthquake, during which he had been in considerable danger, he was

arranging matters for his final retirement, when he was seized with illness, and very soon

died, leaving all his property, which must have amounted to a considerable sum, to his

brother in trust for the poor. He was buried at Nazianzus, and on the occasion of his

funeral his brother preached the Sermon wdiich is numbered VIII. in the Benedictine Edition.

About the same time, but a little later, Gorgonia also departed, and he preached a funeral

sermon on her too. Eusebius of Ccesarea died in 370, and Basil at once wrote an urgent

letter to Gregory, begging him to come to Cxsarea, probably in order to get him elected

Archbishop. Gregory, however, declined to go, and he and his father exerted themselves to

the utmost of their power to procure the election of Basil ; the elder Gregory writing through

his son two letters, one addressed to the people of Caesarea, the other to the Provincial

Synod, urging Basil's claims very strongly. Though ill at the time, he managed to convey

himself to the Metropolis in time for the meeting of the Synod ; and Basil was elected

and consecrated. Gregory wrote him a letter of congratulation ; not, however, a very warm

one ; but when troubles began to arise he spoke out with all the fervour of their early

friendship in support of the Archbishop. About this time Valens divided the civil

Province of Cappadocia into two, one of which had Ccesarea, the other Tyana, for its

Metropolis. Anthimus, Bishop of the latter See, thereupon claimed to be ipso facto Metro-

politan of the new Province ; a claim which Basil strenuously resisted, as savouring of what

we call Erastianism. A long dispute followed, in the course of which Basil, to assert his

rights as Metropolitan, and to strengthen his own hands, erected several new Bishoprics in the

disputed Province ; and to one of these, Sasima, a miserable little village ^^ he consecrated his

friend Gregory, almost by force. Gregory was, not unnaturally, indignant at this treatment

;

while Basil, whose great object had been to strengthen himself against Anthimus, took it as

unkind of Gregory to be so reluctant to comply with his friend's Avishes. So the two were for

a long time in very strained relations to one another. Although, however, Gregory ultimately

yielded to the earnest wish of his father, and submitted to the authority of the Archbishop,

yet he did not disguise his reluctance ; and in the Sermons which he preached on the occasion

(Or. ix. X.) he spoke very strongly on the point. Anthimus, however, occupied the village

of Sasima with troops, and prevented Gregory from taking peaceable possession of his See,

which it is probable he never actually administered, for his father begged him to remain at

Nazianzus and continue his services as coadjutor Bishop. The contest about the Metropoli-

tanate of Tyana went on for some time, but in the end, mainly by Gregory's mediation, it

was amicably settled. In 374 Gregory the elder died, and his wife also, and thus our Saint

was set free from the charge of the diocese. He spoke a i)ancgyric at his father's funeral, and

wrote a numljer of little " In Memoriam " poems to his mother's memory ; and out of respect

'" The followinff is Orcgory's own (k-scripti'm of his new diocese (Carm. dc vita sua, 4'!9):
" There is a little station on a high road in Cappadocia. situated where the road is divided into three ; without water, without grass,

with nothing of freedom about it ; a frightfully horrible and narrow little village; everywhere dust and noise and carts, weeping and
shouting, lictors and chains. The people are all foreigners and vagabonds. Such is my Church of Sasima, to which I was presented

by a man who is not content with fifty chorepiscopi. What munificence I

"
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for his father continued to administer the See of Nazianzus for about a year, making great

efforts meanwhile to secure the appointment of a Bishop. But, perceiving that his efforts

would be fruitless, because of the devotion of the people to himself, he at length withdrew,

after a very serious illness, to Seleucia in Isauria (375,) where he lived three or four years,

attached to the famous Church of S. Thecla. Very little is known of his life there ; but it

must have been at this period that he heard of the death of Basil, upon whom two years later

in the Cathedral of Caesarea he pronounced a splendid panegyric.

In 379 the Church at Constantinople, which for forty years had been oppressed by a suc-

cession of Arian Archbishops, and was well nigh crushed out of existence by the multitude of

other heresies, Eunomian, Macedonian, Novatian, Apolhnarian, etc., Avhich Arian rule had

fostered, besought the great Theologian to come to their aid. Theodosius the new Emperor,

who was a fervent Catholic, backed their entreaty, as did also numerous Bishops. Gregory

resisted the call for a long time ; but at last he came to see that it was the will of God that

he should accept the Mission, and he consented to go and fill the gap, until such time as the

Catholics of the Capital might be able to elect an Archbishop.

The following account of the religious condition of Constantinople at this time is con-

densed from Ullmann :

—

" Religious feeling like everything else had become to the idle and empty mind a subject

of joke and amusement. What belonged to the theatre was brought into the Church, and what

belonged to the Church into the theatre. The better Christian feelings were not seldom held

up in comedies to the sneer of the multitude. Everything was so changed by the Constan-

tinopolitans into light jesting, that earnestness was stripped of its worth by wit, and that

which is holy became a subject for banter and scoffing in the refined conversation of worldly

people. Yet worse was it that the unbridled delight of these men in dissipating enjoyments

threatened to turn the Church into a theatre, and the Preacher into a play actor. If he

Avould please the multitude, he must adapt himself to their taste, and entertain them amusingly

in the Church. They demanded also in the preaching something that should please the ear,

glittering declamation with theatrical gesticulation ; and they clapped with the same pleasure

the comedian in the holy place and him on the stage. And alas there were found at that

period too many preachers who preferred the applause of men to their souls' health. At this

period the objects of the faith excited, particularly in Constantinople, a very universal and

lively interest, which was entertained from the Court downwards, though not always in the

most creditable manner ; but it was in great part not the interest of the heart, but that of a

hyi:)ercritical and disputatious intellect, where it was not something far lower, to which the

dispute about matters of faith served only as a pretext for attaining the exterior aims of

avarice or ambition. While the sanctifying and beatifying doctrines of the Gospel, which are

directed to the conversion of the whole inner man were let lie quiet, everyone from the

Emperor to the beggar busied himself with incredible interest about a few questions con-

cerning which the Gospel communicates only just so much as is beneficial to the human spirit

and necessary to salvation, and whose fuller expression at any rate belongs rather to the

school than to practical life. But the more violently these doctrinal disputes were kindled,

disturbing and dividing States, cities, and families, so much the more people lost sight of the

practical essentials of Christianity: it seemed more important to maintain the Tri-unity of God
than to love God with all the heart ; to acknowledge the Consubstantiality of the Son, than

to follow Him in humility and selfdenial ; to defend the Personality of the Holy Spirit, than

to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, love, peace, righteousness. . . . In addition to these

religious disputes came also i)olitical struggles, namely, the hard-fought wars of the Roman
Empire with the Goths ; so that the Empire at large presented the picture of a sea, tossed by
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violent storms. But the unhappy schisms which at this time were severing Christians every-

where, shewed themselves in a particularly discouraging form in the Capital. Under the late

reigns several parties had been favoured ; but especially those which, though again divided

among themselves by differences of opinion, yet agreed in this that they all rejected the

Nicene system of doctrine. Constantius had bestowed his favour on the Arians
;

Julian

during his short reign on all parties, at least in appeai^ance,—to crush them all. After Jovian's

early death Valens succeeded to power in the East, and with him, even more than with

Constantius, Arianism, which he not only protected, but also sought to make predominant by

horrible atrocities against the friends of the Nicene Decrees. These had now been forbidden

the use of all Churches and Church property ; and the Arians had been put in possession of

them. But Constantinople still remained the scene of ecclesiastical strifes and partizanships.

Here where with a little good so much evil flowed from all three parts of the world, all opin-

ions had their adherents ; but the following parties in particular shewed themselves :—The

Eunomians, professing an intellectual theology, which claimed to be able completely to

explore the Being of God by logical definitions, and maintained in strict Arian fashion the

Unlikeness of the Son to the Father, were very numerous in Constantinople (as is shewn by

the fact that most of Gregory's polemical utterances were directed against them), and injured

earnest religious thought principally by this, that they used the doctrines of the faith exclu-

sively as subjects for an argumentative dialectic. The Macedonians, addicted to the Semi-

Arian dogma of the Like Substance, and thereby somewhat more nearly approaching the

Orthodox, and distinguished besides by an estimable earnestness of demeanour, and a monk-

like strictness of manner, were indeed themselves excluded by the pure Arians from the

property of the Church, but were ever being abundantly multiplied, partly in Constantinople

itself, partly in the neighbouring regions of the Hellespont, Thrace, Bithynia, and Phrygia.

The Novatians, who even overstepped the Macedonians in the strictness of their practical

principles, had somewhat earlier been on the point of uniting themselves with the Orthodox,

from whom they did not differ on the chief doctrine in dispute, and with whom they found

themselves under like oppression from the Arians ; but the malevolent disposition of a few

of the party leaders had stood in the way, and so they remained separate, and swelled the

number of the opponents of Orthodoxy. Lastly the Apollinarians too began to establish

themselves there. Their teaching was opposed to the acknowledgment of true and perfect

Manhood in Jesus (for true Manhood lies in the reason especially) ; and there was at that

time, as Gregory informs us, a report that an assembly of i\pollinarian bishops was to be held

at Constantinople, with a view of raising their teaching as to Christ into general notice, and

forcing it upon the Churches.

Li such a crisis Gregory came most unwillingly to the Capital. At first he lodged in

the house of a relation of his own, part of which he arranged as a Chapel, and dedicated under

the title Anastasia, as the place where the Catholic faith was to rise again. There he began

at once to carry out the rule of the Church as to daily service, to which he added his own
splendid preaching.

His constant theme was the worship of the Trinity. After two Sermons in deprecation

of religious contentiousness, he preached those famous Five Orations which have won for him

the title of the Theologian. To analyse these belongs to another portion of this work ; it

VN'ill be enough in this place to say, that after warning his audience against the frivolity with

which the Arians were dragging religious subjects of the most solemn kind into the most

unsuitable places and occasions, he proceeds in four magnificent discourses to set fortia the

Catholic doctrine of the Trinity, shewing carefully the difference between Sabellian confusion

of Persons and Tritheistic division of Substance. The Arians, however, persecuted him
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bitterly; even, on one occasion at least, hiring an assassin to murder him; and their persecu-

tion was all the more bitter because of the wonderful success which attended Gregory's

preaching. S. Jerome, who came to Constantinople at this time, has left on record the

pleasure with which he listened to and conversed with the great Defender of the Faith.

Unfortunately Gregory now let himself be taken in by a plausible adventurer named

Maximus, Avho had come to Constantinople in the hope of obtaining the Bishopric for himself.

He attached himself to Gregory and won his confidence, the latter even going so far as to

deliver a panegyric upon him as a sufferer for the Faith. After a short time, however,

Maximus managed to i)rocure his own consecration secretly from some Egyptian Bisho2:)S, who

during an illness of Gregory enthroned him at night in the Church. In the morning, when

the people discovered what had been done, they were very indignant, and Maximus and his

friends were driven out of the Church and forced to leave the City. Meanwhile the rank and

fashion of Constantinople began to dislike Gregory, who would not condescend to the arts of

the popular preacher, and whose simple retiring life and gentle demeanour were made matter

of reproach to him. Gregory was quite willing to retire, and was only prevented from doing

so by the earnest remonstrances of his friends, who solemnly assured him that if he went away

the Faith would depart with him ; so he consented to remain till a fitter man could be found.

Late in 380 Theodosius came to Constantinople, where almost his first act was to deprive the

Arians of the Churches, and to put Gregory in possession of the Cathedral of S. Sophia. The

next year the great Council of Eastern Bishops, which ranks as the Second Ecumenical

Council, met at the Capital, under the presidency of Meletius of Antioch. Its first care was

to sanction the translation of Gregory from the See of Sasima to that of the Metropolis of

the Empire, and to enthrone him in S. Sophia, and thus he became the recognised Archbishop

of the Imperial City. Meletius shortly afterwards died, and Gregory assumed the Presidency

of the Council. He failed in his endeavours to heal the schism which was troubling the

Church of Antioch ; and when the Egyptian Bishops on their arrival shewed a disposition to

take up the case of Maximus, and were determined at any rate to oust Gregory from the

Patriarchal Throne on the ground of a Nicene canon forbidding translations, which had

virtually been rescinded by the act of the Council, he made up his mind to resign. He
obtained a reluctant assent to this course from the Emperor, and then took leave of the Synod

in one of the most magnificent of all his Orations, in which he gives a graphic account of his

work in the Metropolis. Nectarius, Prefect of the City, who was only a catechumen, was

elected in his place, and Gregory went home to Nazianzus. He administered the affairs of the

Church there for a little while, and then, having procured the election of Eulalius as Bishop, he

retired to Arianzus, where he passed the few remaining years of his life in seclusion, but still

continued to take an active interest in the affairs of the Church. His own city was greatly

disturbed by Apollinarian teachers, whose efforts to establish themselves within the Church

were very persevering. ApoUinarius, or as he is frequently called in the West, Apollinaris,

was a Bishop of Laodicea in the latter half of the Fourth Century, and was at one time greatly

respected for his learning and orthodoxy Ijy S. Athanasius and S. Basil. He was even an

instructor of S. Jerome in 374, but he seceded from the Church in the next year, owing to

views which he had come to hold about the nature of our Lord ; these really prepared the

way for various forms of the Monophysite heresy. He fell into the error of a partial denial

of our Lord's true Humanity, attributing to Christ a human body and a human soul, but not

a reasoning spirit, whose place, according to him, was supplied by the Divine Logos. This

view had first a])pcared in 362, when it came before a Council at Alexandria. Those who

were accused of holding it denied it, and expressed their sense of the absurdity of such a

view, pointing out that our Lord could not be said to be really incarnate if He had no
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human mind ; but about 369 it assumed a definite form (though even then it was not known

to be the teaching of Apolhnarius). Arguing from the Divinity of Christ that He cannot

have had a human mind, for if he had He would have had sinful inclinations, and the one

Christ would have been two persons, Apolhnarius and his followers went on to maintain that

the Incarnation only meant a certain converse between God and Man ; and that Christ's

Body was not really born of Mary, but was a part of the Godhead converted into flesh. S.

Athanasius wrote two Books against these two propositions, but did not name Apolhnarius,

most probably because he did not believe him to be committed to them. The fundamental

error of the system was the idea that the Incarnation was, not the Union of the two Natures,

but only a blending so close, that in the mind of these teachers all the Divine Attributes were

transferred to the human nature, and all the human ones to the Divine, and the two were

merged in one compound being.

In 377 a Roman Synod excommunicated Apolhnarius and his adherents, and S. Damasus

wrote a letter containing twenty-five anathemas, which he sent to Pauliniis of Antioch and

others. This condemnation is in almost the identical words used by S. Gregory in the first

of two letters on the question which he wrote to Cledonius, a Priest of Nazianzus, and which

were adopted as symbolic at the Councils of Ephesus and Chalcedon. Of these letters Canon

Bright ^^ says that they belong to that class of documents of the Fourth Century which refuted

by anticipation the heresies of the Fifth. Gregory affirmed True Godhead and True Man-

hood to be combined in the One Person of the Crucified, Who was the adorable Son, Whose
Mother was the Mother of God, and Who assumed, in order to redeem it, the entire nature

that fell in Adam. In his seclusion, says I\Ir. Crake, his sole luxuries were a garden and a

fountain. He spent his last days in continual devotion. His knees were worn with kneeling,

and his whole thoughts and aspirations had gone before to the long home to which he was

hastening. After the manner of the Saints, he was very rigorous in his self-denial. His bed

was of straw with a covering of sackcloth, and a single tunic was all the outward clothing of

him who had been Bishop of Constantinople. Yet his glory was only in the Lord. "As a

fish cannot swim without water, and a bird cannot fly without air, he said, so a Christian

cannot advance a single step without Christ." He died in 391, and in the same year that

he passed from the roll of the earthly episcopate Augustine was ordained Priest at Hippo

Regius in Africa.

UUmann gives the following description of his character and personal appearance

:

" Gregory was of middle height and somewhat pale ; but his pallor became him. His hair

was thick and blanched by age, his short beard and conspicuous eyebrows were thicker. On
his right eye he had a scar. His manner was friendly and attractive ; his conduct simple.

The keynote of his inner being was piety ; his soul was full of fiery strength of faith, turned

to God and Christ ; a lofty zeal for divine things led him all his life. This zeal manifested

itself above all in a steadfast adherence to and defence of certain dogmas which that age held

to be specially important ; as well as in lively conflicts, not always free from partisanship,

with opposing convictions ; but not less in a hearty and living apprehension of practical

Christianity, the establishment and enlargement of which in men's minds was to him all

important. His asceticism was overdone ; it injured his health
; yet it did not degenerate

into hypocrisy ; it Avas to him the means for elevating and liberating the mind, but not in

and for its own sake a higher virtue. An inborn and inbred love of solitude hindered him
from turning all his powers to a publicly useful activity. His seclusion did not allow him to

become familiar with the knowledge of men and of the world ; lacking in knowledge of men,

carelessly confident, sometimes distrustful and bitter in his judgment of others, he demanded

>7 Ch. Hist., 181,
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from others much, but from himself most. Susceptible of great resolves, and full of fiery zeal

for all good, he was not always steadfast and persevering in carrying them out. In endurance

and conflict he was noble and high-minded ; in victory moderate ; in jirosperity humble

;

never flattering the great, but an ever ready helper to the oppressed and persecuted, and

to the poor a loving father. The most excellent qualities were in Gregory mingled with

faults ; he was not quite free from vanity ; he was very irritable and sensitive, but also readily

forgave and cherished no grudges. He was a man feeling after holiness, and striving after

the highest good, but not perfect, as no man upon earth is."

Before leaving Constantinople he made his will, in which he bequeathed all his property

to the Deacon Gregory for life, with reversion to the poor of Nazianzus.

DIVISION II.

.

The Writings.

I. The Orations.—These—forty-five in number—raise him to equality with the best

Orators of antiquity.

a. The Five Theological Orations.—These won him the title of The Theologian.^ They
were delivered in Constantinople, in defence of the Church's faith in the Trinity, against

Eunomians and Macedonians. In the First and Second he treats of the existence, nature,

being, and attributes of God, so far as man's finite intellect can comprehend them. In the

Third and Fourth the subject is the Godhead of the Son, which he establishes by exposition of

Scripture, and by refutation of the specious arguments brought forward by the heretics. In

the Fifth he similarly maintains the Deity and Personality of the Holy Ghost.

b. The Two Invectives againstJulian.—These were delivered at Nazianzus after the death

of the F2mperor, and present us with a very dark picture of his character. The orator dwells

ujion his attempt to rebuild the Temple at Jerusalem, and its failure, and his overthrow in the

campaign against Persia. From these facts he demonstrates the power of God's Justice, and

sets forth the Christian doctrine of the Divine Providence inculcating a lesson of trust in

God.

c. Moral Orations.—(i) The Apology for his flight. As was said above, it is most

probable that this discourse was never actually spoken ; if it was, it certainly must have been

considerably enlarged afterwards. In it Gregory dwells on the motive of his flight and his

return after his forced ordination ; he speaks of his love of retirement, but most of all lays

stress upon the difficulty of the Priestly Office, its heavy responsibilities and grave dangers,

and upon his own sense of unworthiness. His return, he says, was prompted by respect for

his hearers and by care for his aged parents ; by the fear of losing his father's blessing

;

and by the recollection of what befel the Prophet Jonas on account of his resistance to the

will of God. The remainder of the Oration is practically a treatise on the Priesthood, and

was made use of by S. Chrysostom and S. Gregory the Great in their books on the subject.

(2) The Farewell Oration at Constantinople, containing an account of his work there.

(3) On Love of the Poor.

(4) On the Indissolubility of Marriage, the only Sermon of S. Gregory on a definite text

which has come down to us.

(5) Three Orations on Peace.

(6) One on Moderation in theological discussion.

' In the narrower sense of " Defender of the Godhead of the Word."
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d. The Festal Orations.—On Christmas, Epiphany (on the Baptism of Christ in the river

Jordan, followed up next day by a long one on Holy Baptism), two on Easter (one of these

his first sermon, the other almost if not quite his last). On Low Sunday, and on Pentecost.

e. Panegyrics on Saints.—The Maccabee Brothers and their Mother ; S. Cyprian of

Carthage (in which there is evidence of the cultus of the Blessed Virgin Mary and of the

practice of invocation of the Saints) ; and on S. Athanasius.

f. Funeral Orations on Eminent People.—On his Father, preached before his Mother and

S. Basil. On Cassarius, in presence of his parents, consoling them by the picture of his

brother's virtue, especially in having withstood Julian's efforts to pervert him, and in resign-

ing his post at Court and leaving the Capital. On Gorgonia, whom he praises as a model

Christian Matron, and whose wonderful cure before the Altar he relates. On S. Basil.

g. Occasional Orations, oi\\\i\Qh we mention three: (i) On a plague of hail. (2) On

the consecration of Eulalius of Doara. (3) On his own consecration' to Sasima.

II. The Letters, of which two hundred and forty-three are extant, are characterised by

a clear, concise, and pleasant style and spirit. Some of them treat of the theological questions

of the day, as for example the two to Cledonius, and one to Nectarius his Successor in the See

of Constantinople; these deal with the Apollinarian errors. Most of them however are

letters to private friends ; sometimes of condolence or congratulation, sometimes of recom-

mendation, sometimes on mere general subjects of interest. To this section must be ascribed

his Will, which is probably genuine.

III. The Poems, five hundred and seven in number, are in various metres. While leaving

much to be desired, these verses shew much real poetic feeling, and at times rise to genuine

beauty. Thirty-eight are dogmatic, on the Trinity, on the works of God in Creation, on

Providence, on Angels and Men, on the Fall, on the Decalogue, on the Prophets Elias and

Elissaeus, on the Incarnation, the Miracles and Parables of our Lord, and the canonical Books

of the Bible. Forty are Moral ; two hundred and six Historical and Autobiographical

;

one hundred and twenty-nine are Epitaphs, or rather funeral Epigrams; ninety-four are

Epigrams.

There is also a long Tragedy, called Christus Patiens which is the first known attempt at

a Christian drama; the parts are sustained by Christ, The Blessed Virgin, S. Joseph, S. Mary

Magdalene, Nicodemus, Pontius Pilate, Theologus, Nuntius, and others. The Benedictine

Editors however doubt the genuineness of this Tragedy and Caillau, who published the

second volume of this Edition after the troubles of the French Revolution, thinks it is to be

ascribed to another Gregory, Bishop of Antioch in the Sixth Century, and relegates it to an

Appendix. None of The Theologian's Odes or Hymns have, however, found a place in the

liturgical poetry of the Church.

DIVISION III.

Literature.

There are perhaps more MSS. of the works of Gregory than of any other Father. The

great Benedictine Edition of his works contains long lists of MSS., and of Versions, and pre-

vious Editions. The most famous of these is that of the Abbat Jacobus Billius in 1589,

which was accompanied by the Scholia of Nicetas, etc. In 1571 Leuvenklavius published an

edition at Basle containing the Scholia of Elias Cretensis and others. In 1778 appeared the

first volume of the great Edition of the Benedictine Fathers of the Abbey of S. Maur near

Paris, which had been in preparation ever since 1708. But the Monks were driven away by
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the French Revolution, and the second volume did not appear till 1842. It has been re-

printed in Migne's " Patrologia Graeca ;
" vols. 35-38. Of modern works on the life and

writings of our Saint, the best are those of Dr. Ullmann, and that of the Abbe Benoit. A
valuable comparison of Gregory and Basil is to be found in Newman's '* Church of the Fathers,"

and last, but not least in value, may be mentioned the long biographical article by Professor

Watkins in Smith's ''Dictionary of Christian Biography," and a useful short summary in

Schaff's Church History (311--600, vol. ii.).



GREGORY NAZIANZEN,

ORATION I.

On Easter and His Reluctance.

I. It is the Day of the Resurrection, and my
Beginning has good auspices. Let us then

keep the Festival with splendour," and let us

embrace one another. Let us say Brethren,

even to those who hate us ; mucli more to

those who have done or suffered aught out of

love for us. Let us forgive all offences for the

Resurrection's sake : let us give one another

pardon, I for the noble tyranny which I have

suffered (for I can now call it noble) ; and you
who exercised it, if you had cause to blame my
tardiness ; for perhaps this tardiness may be

more precious in God's sight than the haste of

others. For it is a good thing even to hold

back from God for a little while, as did the

great Moses of old,^ and Jeremiah v later on ;

and then to run readily to Him when He calls,

as did Aaron ^ and Isaiah, « so only both be
done in a dutiful spirit ;—the former because

of his own want of strength ; the latter be-

cause of the Might of Him That calleth.

II. A Mystery f anointed me ; I withdrew a

little while at a Mystery, as much as was need-

ful to examine myself; now I come in with a

Mystery, bringing with me the Day as a good
defender of my cowardice and weakness; that

He Who to-day rose again from the dead may
renew me also by His Spirit ; and, clothing

me with the new Man, may give me to His
New Creation, to those who are begotten after

God, as a good modeller and teacher for

Christ, willingly both dying with Him and
rising again with Him.

III. Yesterday the Lamb v/as slain and the

door-posts were anointed,'' and Egypt bewailed
her Firstborn, and the Destroyer passed us

over, and the Seal was dreadful and reverend,

and we were walled in with the Precious Blood.

o Isn. Ixvi. 5. p V.x. iv. 10. y.Tcr. i. 6. S V.x. iv. 27.
e Isn. i. 6.

4 Afy.f/trr^, nccording to NfCETAS, is rrequenlly used by S.
Orrgory m the sense of Festival. He also explains the
Aiiniutiiif^ :\i mi nnln;; tlic Imposition of hands nt Ordination.

7) I'x. xii. A fine piece of mystical interpretation.

To-day we have clean escaped from Egypt and

from Pharaoh ; and there is none to hinder ug

from keeping a Feast to the Lord our God—
the Feast of our Departure ; or from celebrat-

ing that Feast, not in the old leaven of malice

and wickedness, but in the unleavened bread

of sincerity and truth,* carrying with us noth«

ing of ungodly and Egyptian leaven.

IV. Yesterday I was crucified with Him ; to-

day I am glorified with Him
;
yesterday I died

with Him ; to-day I am quickened with Him
;

yesterday I was buried with Him ; to-day I rise

with Him. But let us offer to Him Who suf-

fered and rose again for us—you will think

perhaps that I am going to say gold, or silver,

or woven work or transparent and costly stones,

the mere passing material of earth, that re-

mains here below, and is for the most part al-

ways possessed l)y bad men, slaves of the world

and of the Prince of the world. Let us offer

ourselves, the possession most precious to God,

and most fitting ; let us give back to the

Image what is made after the Image. Let us

recognize our Dignity ; let us honour our

Archetype ; let us know the power of the Mys-

tery, and for what Christ died.

V. Let us become like Christ, .since Christ/

became like us. Let us become God's for His

sake, since He for ours became Man. He
assumed the worse that He might give us

the better ; He became poor that we through

His poverty might be rich;^ He took upon

Him the form of a servant that we might

receive back our liberty ; He came down that

we might be exalted ; He was tempted that we
might conquer ; He was dishonoured that He
might glorify us; He died that He might

save us ; He ascended that He might draw to

Himself us, who were lying low in the I'all

of sin. Let us give a//, offer a/l, to Him
Who gave Flimself a Ransom and a Reconcili-

ation for us. ^ But one can give nothing like

oneself, understanding the Mystery, and be-

coming for His sake all that He became for

ours.

o I Cor. V. 8. ^ 2 Cor. viii. 9.
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VI. As you see, He offers you a Shepherd
;

for this is what your Good Shepherd," who lays

down his hfe for his sheep, is hoping and pray-

ing for, and he asks from you his sul)jccts

;

and he gives you himself double instead of

single, and makes the staff of his old age a staff

for your spirit. And he adds to the inanimate

temple a living one ; to that exceedingly

beautiful and heavenly shrine, this poor and

small one,^ yet to him of great value, and

built too with much sweat and many labours.

Would that I could say it is worthy of his

labours. And he places at your disposal all

that belongs to him (O great generosity !—or

it would be truer to say, O fatherly love !) his

hoar hairs, his youth, the temple, the high

priest, the testator, the heir, the discourses

which you were longing for ; and of these not

such as are vain and poured out into the air,

and which reach no further than the outward

ear; but those which the Spirit writes and

engraves on tables of stone, or of flesh, not

merely superficially graven, nor easily to be

rubbed off, but marked very deep, not with

ink, but with grace.

VII. These are the gifts given you by this

august Abraham, this honourable and reverend

Head, this Patriarch, this Restingplace of all

good, this Standard of virtue, this Perfection of

the Priesthood, who to-day is bringing to the

Lord his willing Sacrifice, his only Son,v him
of the promise. Do you on your side offer to

God and to us obedience to your Pastors,

dwelling in a place of herbage, and being fed

by water of refreshment ; * knowing your

Shepherd well, and being known by him ;

«

and following when he calls you as a Shepherd

frankly through the door ; but not following a

stranger climbing up into the fold like a robber

and a traitor ; nor listening to a strange voice

when such would take you away by stealth and

scatter you from the truth on mountains,^ and

in deserts, and pitfalls, and places which the

Lord does not visit ; and would lead you away

from the sound Faith in the Father, the Son,

and the Holy Ghost, the One Power and God-

head, Whose Voice my sheep always heard

(and may they always hear it), but with

aNiCETAS says that this refers to S. Gregory's Father, who
had ordained him Priest, to assist him in the Cure of Souls, and
whose one desire was that his Son might succeed him in the

Bishopric.

/3 S. Gregory's father had, according to the same authority, re-

built the Church at Nazianus with great splendour. He thinks

that the expression "heavenly " may refer to the great dome. The
"living temple" is of course S. Gregory himself.

y S. Gregory had an elder sister Gorgonia, and a younger

brother Caesarr'S, so that this expression must not be taken too

literally, but is rather to be read in connection with the '' promise,"

his Mother having looked upon his birth as a special answer to

prayer, and having dedicated him to God from his infancy.

6Ps. xxiii. 2. e John x. 14. f Ezgk. xxxiv. 6.

deceitful and corrupt words would tear them
from their true Shepherd. From which may
we all be kept, Shejjherd and flock, as from

a poisoned and deadly jxnsture
;
guiding and

Ijeing guided far away from it, that we may all

be one in Christ Jesus our Lord, now and unto

the heavenly rest. To Whom be the glory

and the might for ever and ever. Amen.

INTRODUCTION TO ORATION II.

It is generally agreed that this Oration was

not intended for oral delivery. Its object was

to explain and defend S. Gregory's recent con-

duct, which had been severely criticised by his

friends at Nazianzus. He had been recalled by
his father probably during the year a.d. 361
from Pontus, where he had spent several years

in monastic seclusion with his friend S. Basil.

His father, not content with his son's presence

at home as a support for his declining years,

and feeling assured of his fitness for the sacred

office, had proceeded, with the loudly expressed

approval of the congregation, in spite of Greg-

ory's reluctance, to ordain him to the priest-

hood on Christmas Day a.d. 361. S. Gregory,

even after the lapse of many years, speaks of his

ordination as an act of tyranny, and at the time,

stung almost to madness, as an ox by a gadfly,

rushed away again to Pontus, to bury in its con-

genial solitude, consoled by an intimate friend's

deep sympathy, his wounded feelings. Before

long the sense of duty reasserted itself, and he

returned to his post at his father's side before

Easter a.d. 362. On Easter Day he delivered

his first Oration before a congregation wliose

scantiness marked the displeasure with which the

people of Nazianzus had viewed his conduct.

Accordingly he set himself to supply them in

this Oration with a full explanation of the mo-
tives which had led to his retirement. At the

same time, as the secondary title of the Oration

shows, he has supplied an exposition of the obli-

gations and dignity of the Priestly Office which

has been drawn upon by all later writers on the

subject. S. Chrysostom in his well-known trea-

tise, S. Gregory the Great in his Pastoral Care,

and Bossuet in his panegyric on S. Paul, have

done little more than summarise the material

or develop the considerations contained in this

eloquent and elaborate dissertation.

ORATION II.

In Defence of his Flight to Pontus, and
HIS Return, after his Ordination to
THE Priesthood, with an Exposition of
the Character of the Priestly Office.

I. I have been defeated, and own my de-

feat. I subjected myself to the Lord, and
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iJx

prayed unto Him." Let the most blessed

David supply my exordium, or rather let

Him Who spoke in David, and even now yet

speaks through him. For indeed the very

best order of beginning every speech and ac-

tion, is to begin irom Ciod,^ and to end in

God. As to the cause, either of my original

revolt and cowardice, in which I got me
away far off, and remained ^ away from }'ou

for a time, which perhaps seemed long to

those who missed me ; or of the present gen-

tleness and change of mind, in which I have

given myself up again to you, men may think

and speak in different ways, according to the

hatred or love they bear me, on the one side

refusing to acquit me of the charges alleged,

on the other giving me a hearty welcome.

For nothing is so plea.sant to men as talking

of other people's business, especially under the

influence of affection or hatred, which often

almost entirely blinds us to the truth. I will,

however, myself, unabashed, set forth the

truth, and arbitrate with justice between the

two parties, which accuse or gallantly defend

us, by, on the one side, accusing myself, on

the other, undertaking my own defence.

2. Accordingly, that my speech may pro-

ceed in due order, I apply myself to the ques-

tion which arose first, that of cowardice. For
I cannot endure that any of those who watch

with interest the success, or the contrary, of

my efforts, should be put to confusion on
my account, since it has pleased God that our

affairs should be of some consequence to

Christians, so I will by my defence relieve,

if there be any such, those who have already

suffered ; for it is well, as far as possible, and
as reason allows, to shrink from causing,

through our sin or suspicion, any offence or

stumbling-block to the community : ina.smuch

as we know how inevitably even those who
offend one of the little ones * will incur the se-

verest punishment at the hands of Him who
cannot lie.

3. For my present position is due, my good
people, not to inexi^erience and ignorance,

nay indeed, that I may boast myself a little,^

neither is it due to contempt for the divine

laws and ordinances. Now, just as in the

body there is^ one member'' which rules and,

a Ps. xxxvii. 7 (LXX).
fi liegiii from God.

_
Possibly an adaptation of tlic exordium of

Theocr. Idyll, xvii. i. « Aibs dpxu/Liecrda, /cat w i^ia AriycTC, /aot-

aai. " IvCt Zeus inspire our opening strain. And, Muses, end
your song in Zeus again." Cf. Demosth. Kpist. i.

y Ps. Iv. 7. 5 S. Matt, xviii. 6. e 2 Cor. xi. 16.

gO/ie memier. The Ben. editors object to this tranhlalion
(which is that of Rufinus, Billius and (Jabriel) as inconsistent with
the following allusion to the relation of the soul to the body. It

seems, however, more in harmony with the figure of .S. Paul,
who compares the arrangement of the vieiiiiers of the body t'j

the hierarchy of the Church. ij Rom. xii. 4 ; i Cor. xii. 12.

VOL. VII.

so to say, presides, while another is ruled over

and subject; so too in the churches, God has

ordained, according either to a law of equal-

ity, which admits of an order of merit, or to

one of providence, by which He has knit all

together, that those for whom such treatment is

beneficial, should be subject to pastoral care

and rule, and be guided by word and deed in

the path ofduty ; while others should be pastors

and teachers," for the perfecting of the church,

those, I mean, who surpass the majority in vir-

tue and nearness to God, performing the func-

tions of the soul in the body, and of the intel-

I

lect in the soul ; in order that both may be so

united and compacted together, that, although

one is lacking and another is pre-eminent, they

may, like the members of our bodies, be so

combined and knit together by the harmony
of the Spirit, as to form one perfect body,^

really worthy of Christ Himself, our Head.Y

4. I am aware then that anarchy * and disor-

der cannot be more advantageous than order and
rule, either to other creatures or to men.; nay,

this is true of men in the highest po.ssible degree,

because the interests at stake in their case are

greater ; since it is a great thing « for them, even

if they fail of their highest purpose—to be free

from sin—to attain at least to that which is sec-

ond best, restoration from sin. Since this seems

right and just, it is, I take it, equally wrong
and disorderly that all should wish to rule,

and that no one should accept ^ it. For if all

men were to shirk this office, whether it must

be called a ministry or a leadership, the fair

fulness "I of the Church would be halting in the

highest degree, and in fact cease to be fair.

And further, where, and by whom would
God be worshipped among us in those mys-

tic and elevating rites which are our great-

est and most precious privilege, if there were

neither king, nor governor, nor priesthood,

nor sacrifice,^ nor all those highest offices to

the loss of which, for their great sins, men
were of old condemned in consequence of

their disobedience ?

5'. Nor indeed is it strange or inconsistent for

the majority of those who are devoted to the

study of divine things, to ascend to rule from

being ruled, nor does it overstep the limits

laid down by philosophy,' or involve disgrace

;

a Eph. iv. II. P 1 Cor. xii. 20 ; Eph. iv. 16. y Eph. iv. 15.

& /Inarc/iy, Sr'c. Comp. Plato Legg. XII. 2.

e A f^rfat i/iing: The Ben. editors note the obscurity of the

original here.

^Acce/>t, Sex^crOat. Many MSS. have apxccr9ai,, preserving the

play upon the word opxeii'. 'J'hc latter reading, the lien, editors

suggest, tiiay have an active sense, as Hom. II. II. 345.

7) Eph. i. 23. Hos. iii. 4.

I Philosophy. ^L\o(ro(l>ta is used by .S. Crcg. and other Fathers
in various senses, not always clearly distinguishable. Sometimes
it refers to the ancient philosophical teachers and schools : some-
times to the Christian philosophy, which inculcates Divine truth,
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any more than for an excellent sailor to become
a lookout-man, and for a lookout-man, who
has successfully kept watch over the winds, to

be entrusted with the helm ; or, if you will,

for a brave soldier to be made a captain, and
a good captain to become a general, and have

committed to him the conduct of the whole
campaign. Nor again, as perhaps some of

those absurd and tiresome peo^ile may suppose,

who judge of others' feelings by their own, was
I ashamed of the rank of this grade from my
desire for a higher. I was not so ignorant

either of its divine greatness or human low

estate, as to think it no great thing for a created

nature, to approach in however slight degree to

God, Who alone is most glorious and illus-

trious, and surpasses in purity every nature,

material and immaterial alike.

6. What then were my feelings, and what

was the reason of my disobedience ? For to

most men I did not at the time seem consistent

with myself, or to be such as they had known
me, but to have undergone some deterioration,

and to exhibit greater resistance and self-will

than was right. And the causes of this you
have long been desirous to hear. First, and
most important, I was astounded at the unex-

pectedness of what had occurred, as people are'

terrified by sudden noises; and, losing the

control of my reasoning faculties, my self-

respect, which had hitherto contro^lled me,

gave way. In the next place, there came over

me an eager longing" for the blessings of calm

and retirement, of which I had from the first

been enamoured to a higher degree, I imagine,

than any other student of letters, and which
amidst the greatest and most threatening

dangers I had promised to God, and of which
I had also had so much experience, that I was

then upon its threshold, my longing having

in consequence been greatly kindled, so that I

could not submit to be thrust into the midst of

a life of turmoil by an arbitrary act of oppres-

sion, and to be torn away by force from the

holy sanctuary of such a life as this.

7. For nothing seemed to me so desirable

as to close the doors of my senses, and, escap-

ing frohi the flesh and the world, collected

within myself, having no further connection
than was absolutely necessary with human af-

fairs, and speaking to myself and to God,^
to live superior to visible things, ever preserv-

nnd tciches the principles of a good and holy life : sometimes to

the practice of these principles, cither in regard to some special vir-

tue, f.^. patience, or, in general, in tlic lives of indixidual Chris-
tians, and further, as involving the most careful and extensive
reduction of these principles to practice—the discipline of the mo-
nastic life. Cf. Suicer. in verh.

a linger longhtg. Nearly all MS.S. read " pity '*—which would
have to be understood iu the sense of "regretful aflfcction."

P I Cor. xiv. 28.

ing in myself the divine impressions pure and
unmixed with the erring tokens of this lower

world, and both being, and constantly growing
more and more to be, a real unspotted mirror of

God and divine things, as light is added to

light, and what was still dark grew clearer, en-

joying already by hope the blessings of the

world to come, roaming about with the angels,

even now ])eing above the earth by having for-

saken it, and stationed on high by the Spirit.

If any of you has been possessed by this long-

ing, he knows what I mean and will sym-
pathise with my feelings at that time. For,

perhaps, I ought not to expect to persuade

most people by what I say, since they are un-

happily disposed to laugh at such things, either

from their own thoughtlessness, or from the in-

fluence of men unworthy of the promise, who
have bestowed upon that which is good an evil

name, calling philosophy nonsense, aided by
envy and the evil tendencies of the mob, who
are ever inclined to grow worse : so that they

are constantly occupied with one of two sins,

either the commission of evil, or the discredit-

ing of good.

8. I was influenced besides by another feel-

ing, whether base or noble I do not know,
but I will speak out to you all my secrets. I

was ashamed of all those others, who, without

being better than ordinary people, nay, it is

a great thing if they be not worse, with un-

washen hands,"* as the saying runs, and unini-

tiated souls, intrude into the most sacred

offices-; and, before becoming worthy to ap-

proach -the temples, they lay claim to the

sanctuary,^ and .they push and thrust around

the holy table, as if they thought this order to

be a means of livelihood, instead of a pattern

of virtue, or an absolute authority, instead of

a ministry of which we must give account. In

fact they are almost more in number than

those whom they govern
;

pitiable as regards

piety,^ and unfortunate in their dignity ; so

that, it seems to me, they will not, as time

and this evil alike progress, have any one left

to rule, when all are teachers, instead of, as

the promise says, taught of God,* and all

prophesy,* so that even "Saul is among the

prophets,"^ according to the ancient history

and proverb. For at no time, either now or

in former days, amid the rise and fall of vari-

ous developments, has there ever l)een such

o S. Mark vii. 5.

|3 The sanctuary, i.e. That which gave the right to a place \:\

the sanctuary,—the priesthood. 15illius wrongly takes it of the

episcopate.
•y Piety—for it is a mere external pretence, deceiving themselves

as well as others, eicrtpaia here has the double sense of piety and
orthodoxy—the former being the more prominent.

5 Is. liv. 13 ; S. John vi, 45.

e Numb, xi, 19 ; i Cor. .\iv. 24. ( 1 Sam. \. 11 ; .xi.v. 3.|.

V
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an abundance, as now exists among Christians,

of disyrace and abuses of this kind. And, if

to stay this current is beyond our powers, at

any rate it is not the least important duty of

rehgion to testity the hatred and shame we
feel for it.

9. Lastly, there is a matter more scrioiis

than any which I have mentioned, for I am
now coming to the tinale " of the question

:

and I will not deceive you ; for that would not

be lawful in regard to topics o( such moment.
I did not, nor do I now, think m}-self qualified

to rule a flock or -ketd, or to have authority

over the souls of men. For in their case it is

\ sufficient to render the herd or flock as stout

and fat as possible ; and with this object the

neatherd and shepherd will look for well wa-

tered and rich pastures, and will drive his

charge from pasture to pasture, and allow them

to rest, or arouse, or recall them, sometimes

with his staff, most often with his pipe ; and
with the exception of occasional struggles with

wolves, or attention to the sickly, most of his

time will be devoted to the oak and the shade

and his pipes, while he reclines on the beauti-

ful grass, and beside the cool water, and shakes

down his couch in a breezy spot, and ever and
anon sings a love ditty, with his cup by his

side, and talks to his bullocks or his flock, the

fattest of which supply his banquets or his pay.

But no one ever has thought of the virtue of

flocks or herds ; for indeed of what virtue are

they capable ? Or who has regarded their

advantage as more important than his own
])leasure ?

10. But in the case of man, hard as it is for

him to learn how to submit to rule, it seems

far harder to know how to rule over men, and
hardest of all, with this rule of oui-s, which
leads them by the divine law, and to God, for

its risk is, in the eyes of a thoughtful man,
proportionate to its height and dignity. For,

first of all, he mast, like silver or gold, though
in general circulation in all kinds of seasons

and affairs, never ring false or allo}ed, or give

token of any inferior matter, needing further

refinement in the fire ;
^ or else, the wider his

rule, the greater evil he will be. Since the

injury which extends to many is greater than

that which is confined to a single individual.

11. For it is not so easy to dye deeply a

piece of cloth, or to impregnate with odours,

foul or the reverse, whatever comes near to

them ; nor is it so easy for the fatal vapour,

which is rightly called a pestilence, to infect

the air, and through the air to gain access to

living beings, as it is for the vice of a supe-

rior to take most speedy possession of his sub-

jects, and that with far greater iiicility than
virtue its opposite. For it is in this that

wickedness especially has the advantage over
goodness, and most distressing it is to me to

perceive it, that vice is something attractive

and ready at hand, and that nothing is so easy

as to become evil, even without any one to

lead us on to it ; while the attainment of virtue

is rare and difficult, even where there is much
to attract and encourage us. And it is this,

I think, which the most blessed Hoggai had
before his eyes, in his Avonderfid and most true

figure : "— '' Ask the priests concerning the law,

saying : If holy flesh borne in a garment touch

meat or drink or vessel, will it sanctify what
is in contact with it? And when they said

No; ask again if any of these things touch

what is unclean, does it not at once partake of

the pollution ? For they will surely tell you
that it does partake of it, and does not con-

tinue clean in spite of the contact."

12. What does he mean by this ? As I take

it, that goodness can with difficulty gain a hold

upon human nature, like fire upon green wood
;

while most men are ready and disposed to join

in evil, like stubble,^ I mean, ready for a spark

and a wind, which is easily kindled and con-

sumed from its dryness. For more quickly

would any one take part in evil with slight in-

ducement to its full extent, than in good which
is fully set before him to a slight degree. For
indeed a little wormwood most quickly im-

parts its bitterness to honey ; while not even

double the quantity of honey can impart its

sweetness to wormwood : and the withdrawal

of a small pebble would draw headlong a whole

river, though it would be difficult for the

strongest dam to restrain or stay its course.

13. This then is the first point in what we
have said, which it is right for us" to guard

against, viz.: being found to be bad painteni v

of the charms of virtue, and still more, if not,

perhaps, models for poor painters, poor models

for the people, or barely escaping the proverb,

that we undertake to heal others^ while our-

selves are full of sores.

14. In the second place, although a man
has kept himself pure from sin, even in a very

high degree ; I do not know that even this is

sufficient for one who is to instruct others in

virtue. For he who has received this charge,

not only needs to be free from evil, for evil is,

a The finalf of the question, or " the main conclusion of my a Hngj. ii. 12 et sctj.

subject," lit. "the colophon of my reason." Adyos cannot here , p Job xxi. 18 ; Ps. Ixxxiii. 13 ; Isai. v. 24 ; Joel ii. 5.

mean " of n>y speech," for it has only just begun. 1 y I'aiiiters, i.e. in our discourses ; models by our lives and cx-
a re . r-— ;.: .- I ^mples. 5 S. Lukc iv. 23.

n f*^

/3 Cf. I Cor. iii. 12.

Q 2
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in the eyes of most of those under his care,

most disgraceful, but also to be eminent in

good, according to the command, "Depart
from evil and do good." " And he must not

only wipe out the traces of vice from his soul,

but also inscribe better ones, so as to outstrip

men further in virtue than he is siqjerior to

them in dignity. He should know no limits

in goodness or spiritual progress, and should

dwell upon the loss of what is .still beyond him,

rather than the gain of what he has attained,

and consider that which is beneath his feet a

step to that which comes next : and not think

it a great gain to excel ordinary people, but a

loss to fall short of what we ought to be : and
to measure his success by the commandment
and not by his neighbours, whether they be

evil, or to some extent proficient in virtue

:

and to weigh virtue in no small scales, inas-

much as it is due to the Most High, "from
Whom are all things, and to Whom are all

things.
'

'
^

15. Nor must he suppose that the same
things are suitable to all, just as all have not

the same stature, nor are the features of the face,

nor the nature of animals, nor the qualities of

soil, nor the beauty and size of the stars, in

all cases the same : but he must consider base

conduct a fault in a private individual, and
deserving of chastisement under the hard rule

of the law; while in the case of a ruler or

leader it is a fault not to attain to the highest

possible excellence, and always make progress

in goodness, if indeed he is, by his high degree

of virtue, to draw his people to an ordinary

degree, not by the force of authority, but by
the influence of persuasion. For what is invol-

untary apart from its being the result of oppres-

sion, is neither meritorious nor durable. For
what is forced, like a plant v violently drawn
aside by our hands, when set free, returns to

what it was before, but that which is the result

of choice is both most legitimate and enduring,

for it is preserved by the bond of good will.

And so our law and our lawgiver enjoin upon
us most strictly that we should '

' tend the

flock not by constraint but willingly.
'

'
*

1 6. But granted that a man is free from vice,

and has reached the greatest heights of virtue

:

I do not see what knowledge or power would
justify him in venturing upon this office. For
the guiding of man, the most variable and man-
ifold of creatures, seems to me in very deed
to be the art of arts * and science of sciences.

, Ps. xxxvu. 27. p Rom. xi. 35.
Oral. vi. 8, xxiii. i. A f.ivourite figure of S.

B I Pet. V. 2.

0/ arts. 1'his is the original of tlie frequently
qnoteil commonplace, which in S. Gregory the Great's Pastoral
Care, i. i, takes the form " ars artiuni est regimen animaritm."

7 ^1 J>lant. Cf.

Gregory.
e The art of at

Any one may recognize this, by comparing the

work of the physician of souls with the treat-

ment of the body ; and noticing that, labori-

ous as the latter is, ours is more laborious, and
of more consequence, from the nature of its

subject matter, the power of its science, and
the object of its exercise. The one labours

about bodies, and perishable failing matter,

which absolutely must be dissolved and under-

go its fate," even ifupon this occasion by the aid

of art it can surmount the disturbance within

itself, being dissolved by disease or time in

submission to the law of nature, since it can-

not rise above its own limitations.

1 7

.

The other is concerned with the soul,

which comes from God and is divine, and par-

takes of the heavenly nobility, and presses on
to it, even if it be bound to a*i inferior o^jfltore.

PerhajDS indeed there are other reasons also

for this, which only God, Who bound them to-

gether, and those who are instructed by God
in such mysteries, can know, but as far as I,

and men like myself can perceive, there are

two : one, that it may inherit the glory above

by means of a struggle and wrestling^ with

things below, being tried as gold in the fire v

by things here, and gain the objects ofour hope
as a prize of virtue, and not merely as the gift

of God. This, indeed, was the will of Supreme
Goodness, to make the good even our own,

not only because sown in our nature, but be-

cause cultivated by our own choice, and by the

motions of our will,^ free to act in either di-

rection. The second reason is, that it may
draw to itself and raise to heaven the lower nat-

ure, by gradually freeing it from its grossness,

in order that the soul may be to the body what

God is to the soul, itself leading on the matter

which ministers to it, and uniting it, as its fel-

low-servant, to God.
18. Place and time and age and season and

the like are the subjects of a physician's scru-

tiny ; he will prescribe medicines and diet, and
guard against things injurious, that the de^sires

of the sick may not be a hindrance to his art.

Sometimes, and in certain cases, he will make
use of the cautery or the knife or the severer

remedies ; but none of these, laborious and
hard as they may seem, is so difficult as the dia-

gnosis and cure of our habits, passions, lives,

wills, and whatever else is within us, by ban-

ishing from our compound nature everything

brutal and fierce, and introducing and estab-

lishing in their stead what is gentle and dear

o Gen. iii. 19. ^ Eph. vi. 12. y 1 Pet. i. 7.

6 Our 7(1/7/. Cl^mencet compares S. Pernard, de Gratia et Li-

bero Arbitrio, xiv. 47 (toni. i. 1397, Gaiime), Petavius, de Incarn.,
tom. v., p. .(ifi. lib. IX., lii., 11, comments on this passage in treat-

ing of free will.

^
f^
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to God, and arbitrating fairly between soul and

body; not allo^vin;,' tiic s;!;).M-ior to be over-

powered by the inferior, which would be the

greatest injustice ; but subjecting to the ruling

and leading power that which naturally takes

the second ])lace : as indeed the divine law

enjoins, which is most excellently imposed on

His whole creation, whether visible or beyond

our ken.

19. This further point does not escape me,

that the nature of all these objects of the watch-

fulness of the physician remains the same, and
does not evolve out of itself any crafty opposi-

tion, or contrivance hostile to the appliances of

his art, nay, it is rather the treatment which

modifies its subject matter," except where some
slight insubordination occurs on the part of the

patient, which it is not difficult to prevent or

restrain. But in our case, human prudence and
selfishness, and the want of training and incli-

nation to yield ready submission are a very

great obstacle to advance in virtue, amounting
almost to an armed resistance to those who are

wishfiil to help us. And the very eagerness

with which we should lay bare our sickness to

our spiritual physicians, we employ in avoiding

this treatment, P and shew our bravery l)y

struggling against what is for our own interest,

our skill in shunning what is for our health.

20. For we either hide away our sin, cloak-

ing it over in the depth of our soul, like soma
festering and malignant disease, as if by escap-

ing the notice of men we could escape the

mighty eye of God and justice. Or else we
allege excuses in our sins,^ by devising pleas

in defence of our falls, or tightly closing oar

ears, like the deaf adder that stoppeth her

ears, we are obstinate in refusing to hear

the voice of the charmer, and be treated with

the medicines of w'isdom,® by which spiritial

sickness is healed. Or, lastly, those of us who
are most daring and self-willed shamelessly

brazen out our sin before those who wo'ild

heal it, marching with bared head, as the say-

ing is, into all kinds of transgression. O what
madness, if there be no term more fitting for

this state of mind ! Those whom we ought to

love as our benefactors we keep off, as if th^y

were our enemies, hating those who reprove in

the gates, and abhorring the righteous word ;

*

and we think that we shall succeed in the war
that w-e are waging against those who are

well disposed to us by doing ourselves all the

harm we can, like men who imagine they are

a Us suhject matter, i.e. the afTection of the sick body, which
it is the object of medicine to change to its opposite. So Comb-fis.

/J 77/ /.f treatment : the treatment of the spiritual physician.

yPs. cxli. 4(LXX.). a Ps. Iviii. 5, 6 (LXX.),

For these re:isons I allege that our of-

c Amos V. 10.

/

consuming the flesh of others when they arsj

really fastening upon their own.

21.

fice as physicians far exceeds in toilsomencss,

and consequently in worth, that which is con-

fined to the body ; and further, because the lat-

ter is mainly concerned with the surface, and
only in a slight degree investigates the causes

which are deeply hidden. But the whole of

our treatment and exertion is concerned with

the hidden man of the heart," and our Avarfare

is directed against that adversary and foe with-

in us, who uses ourselves as his weapons against

ourselves, and, most fearful of all, hands us

over to the death of sin. In opposition then,

to these foes we are in need of great and i:>er-

fect faith, and of still greater co-operation on
the part of God, and, as I am persuaded, of no
slight countermanoeuvring on our own part,

which must manifest itself both in word and
deed, if ourselves, the most precious possession

we have, are to be duly tended and cleansed

and made as deserving as possible.

22. To turn however to the ends in view in

each of these forms of healing, for this point is

still left to be considered, the one preserves, if

it already exists, the health and good habit of

the flesh, or if absent, recalls it ; though it is

not yet clear whether or not these will be for

the advantage of those who possess them, since

their opposites very often confer a greater

benefit on those who have them, just as poverty

and wealth, renown or disgrace, a low or

brilliant position, and all other circumstances,

which are naturally indifferent, and do not in-

cline in one direction more than in another,

produce a good or bad effect according to the

will of, and the manner in which they are used

by the persons who experience them. But the

scope of our art is to provide the soul with

wings, to rescue it from the world and give it

to God, and to watch over that which is in

His image, ^ if it abides, to take it by the hand,

if it is in danger, or restore it, if ruined, to

make Christ to dwell in the hearts by the Spirit

:

and, in short, to deify, and bestow heavenly

bliss upon, one who belongs to the heavenly

host.

23. This is the wish of our schoolmaster

"

the law, of the prophets who intervened be-

tween Christ and the law, of Christ who is the

fiilfiller and end * of the spiritual law ; of the

emptied Godhead,^ of the assumed flesh,'' of

the novel union between God and man, one

GdftsistiTi^ of two, and both «• one. This is

a. I Pet. iii, 4. |3 Gen. i. 26. 1 Eph. iii. 17.

6Gal. iii. 24. eHeb. xii. 2. f Phil. ii. y r/Hcb. ii. 14.

9 One consist i>i'^, Mc. "These words" says Gabriel, "arc in-

deed a twyedgcd iwyrd asainst the heretics, for one clause

V\JtM^
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why God was^^imtod " to the flesh by means
of the soul, ^ and watures so separate were knit

together by the affinity to each of the element

which mediated between them : so all became
one for the sake of all, and for the sake of one,

our progenitor.* the soul because of the soul

which was disobedient, the flesh because of the

flesh which co-operated with it and shared

in its condemnation, Christ, Who was superior

to, and beyond the reach of, sin, because of

Adam, who became subject to sin.

24. This is why the new was substituted for

the oldjV why He Who suffered was for suffering

recalled to life, why each property of His, Who
was above us, was interchanged with each of ours,

why the new mystery tQok place of the dispen-

sation, due to loving kindness which deals with

him who fell through disobedience. This is

the reason for the generation and the virgin,

for the manger and Bethlehem ; the generation

on behalf of the creation,^ the virgin on behalf

of the woman, ^ Bethlehem ^ because of Eden,
the manger because of the garden, small and vis-

ible things on behalf of great and hidden things.

This is why the angels '' glorified first the

heavenly, then the earthly,^ why the shepherds

saw the glory over the Lamb and the Shepherd,

why the star led the Magi to worship and offer

gifts,' in order that idolatry might be destroyed.

This is why Jesus was baptized," and received

testimony from above, and fasted,^ and was
tempted, and overcame him who had overcome.

This is why devils were cast out,** and diseases

healed, and the mighty preaching was entrusted

to, and successfully proclaimed by men of low

estate.

25. This is why the heathen rage and the

peoples imagine vain things ;
" why tree^ is set

over against tree," hands against hand, the one
stretched out in self indulgence,"' the others in

generosity ; the one unrestrained, the others

fixed by nails,'' the one expelling Adam, the oth-

er reconciling the ends of the earth. This is

the reason of the lifting up to atone for the fall,

and of the gall for the tasting, and of the thorny

mortally wounds Ncstorius who separates the Divine from the
Human Nature— tlie other Eutyches, who empties the human into

ihe Divine. "

ll'^as united, Avexpad/f, ht„ " was hiended"—of. Orat. x.vxviii.

13. This and similar terms used by Gregory and his contempo-
raries in an orthodox sense were laid aside by later Fathers, in

consequence of their having been perverted in favor of the Ku-
tychian heresy.

/3 Bj' weans of the soul, Cf. Orat. xxix. ig ; xxxviii. 13 ; Epist.
101 (torn. I, p. 90 A.) : Poem. Dogmat., x., 55-61 (torn. 2, p. 256) :

Petavius de Incarn., IV., xiii., 2. y Hcb. viii. 8-13.
i Lit. " of the formation "—the substantive here corresponds

to the verb in Gen. ii. 7 (LXX.). e Gen. ii. 7.

f S. I.uke ii. 7. t; .S. I,u. ii. i.(. 9 i Cor. xv. 49.
1 S. Matt. ii. 9, II. K S. Matt. iii. 13, 17. A S. Matt. iv. 2.

AX S. Matt. x. 7, 8. V I's. ii. i.

I Gen. iii. 3. Why tree, &r. A striking contrast of the means of
Kcdcmption by the Cross of Christ with the circumstances of the
i'all. S. John xix. 17. it Gen. iii. 6-23. p S. Matt, .\xvii. 35.

crown for the dominion of evil, and of death

for death, and of darkness for the sake of light,

and of burial for the return to the ground, and
of resurrection for the sake of resurrection."

All these are a|^training from God for us, and
a healing for our weakness, restoring the old

Adam to the place whence he fell, and con-

ducting us to the tree of life,^ from which the

tree of knowledge estranged us, when par-

taken of unseasonably, and improperly.

26. Of this healing we, who are set over

others, are the ministers and fellow-labourers ;
"^

for whom it is a great thing to recognise and
heal their own passions and sicknesses : or

rather, not really a great thing, only the vi-

ciousne.ss of most of those who belong to this-

order has made me say so : but a much greater

thing is the power to heal and skilfully cleanse

those of others, to the advantage both of those

who are in want of healing and of those whose
charge it is to heal.

27. Again, the healers of our bodies Avill

have their labours and vigils and cares, of

which we are aware ; and will reap a harvest

of pain for themselves from the distresses of

others, as one of their wise men * said ; and
will provide for the use of tho.se Avho need
them, both the results of their own labours and
investigations, and what they have been able

to borrow from others : and they consider

none, even of the minutest details, which they

discover, or which elude their search, as having

other than an important influence upon health

or danger. And what is the object of all this?

That a man may live some days longer on the

earth, though he is possibly not a good man,
but one of the most depraved, for whom it had
perhaps been better, because of his badness, to

have died long ago, in order to be set free from

vice, the most serious of sicknesses. But, sup-

pose he is a good man, how long will he be

able to live ? For ever ? Or what will he gain

from life here, from which it is the greatest

of blessings, if a man be sane and sensible, to

seek to be set free?

28. But Ave, upon whose efforts is staked

the salvation of a soul, a being blessed and im-

mortal, and destined for undying chastisement

or praise, for its vice or virtue,—what a strug-

gle ought ours to be, and how great skill do we
require to treat, or get men treated properly,

and to change their life, and give up the clay

to the spirit. For men and women, young

a For the sahe of resurrection. One tr.inslator carries on ihe

contrast, and renders " to atone for the insurrection," sc. ofAdam.
'J"he preposition Owep seems decisive against this.

/3 Rev. ii. 7 ; xxii. i.f. y i Cor. iii. 9 ; iv. i ; 2 Cor. vi. I.

S One of their -ivise men, the author of the treatise ircpi ^vawv,
ascribed to Hippocrates.

^^ -
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t

and old, rich and \)00t, the sanc;uine and des-

pondent, the sick and whole, rulers and ruled,

the wise and ignorant, the cowardly and cour-

ageous, the wrathful and meek, the successful

and failing, do not require the same instruction

and encouragement.

29. And if you examine more closely, how
great is the distinction between the married

and the unmarried, and among the latter be-

tween hermits and those who" live together in

community, between those who are proficient

and advanced in contemplation and those who
barely hold on the straight course, between
townsfolk again and rustics, between the sim-

ple and the designing, between men of busi-

ness and men of leisure, between those -who

have met with reverses and those who are pros-

l>erous and ignorant of misfortune. For these

classes differ sometimes more widely from each

other in their desires and passions than in their

physical characteristics ; or, if you will, in the

mi.xtures and blendings of the elements of

which we are composed, and, therefore, to reg-

ulate them is no easy task.

30. As then the same medicine and the

same food are not in every case administered

to men's bodies, but a difference is made ac-

cording to their degree of health or infirmity

;

so also are souls treated with varying instruc-

tion and guidance. To this treatment witness

is borne by those who have had experience of

it. Some are led by doctrine, others trained

by example ; some need the spur, others the

curb ; some are sluggish and hard to rouse

to the good, and must be stirred up by being

smitten with the word ; others are immoder-
ately fervent in spirit, with impulses difficult

to restrain, like thoroughbred colts, who run

wide of the turning post, and to improve them
the word must have a restraining and checking
influence.

31. Some are benefited by praise, others by
blame, both being applied in season ; v»'hile if

out of season, or unreasonable, they are inju-

rious ; some are .set right by encouragement,
others by rebuke ; some, when taken to task in

public, others, when privately corrected. For

_o Those ivho, &e. ixiyiiai, cf. xxi., 10, where fiovaSiKol nnd cl

rrii ipriiiiat are dislinguishcrl from fiiydSe^ niui oi t^s eTTK-iiflaj.

Clemencet here holds that oi TJjs e'prj^it'as arc hermits as distin-
guished from cccnobites, but does not hint at any further siil)-

division between the xoifui/iKol and the fxiydSti. Cf. also xhii.

62; xxi. 19. Montaut, " Revue Critique, &.<:." (pp. 48-52) at-
tempts to distinguish lictwccn the niyiSti and the KOivuivi.Koi. Ki:t
although he confirms the overthrow by Clemcncct of the views «f
previous translators, he leaves Clemencet 's own position really un-
wcakened. S. Gregory uses the two terms as practically convert-
ible. In xxi., § 19, (which Montaut misinterprets) he explains
that the life of the coenobite is a hermit-life in its relation to the
world which he has forsaken, while it has opportunities in com-
munity-life for the growth of those virtues which are required by the
relation of man to man. Cf. licned. edition (.Clemencet), Pracf
Ocner,, Pars. II., § iii, sub finem.

some are wont to despise private admonitions,

but are recalled to their senses by the condem-
nation of a number of people, while others,

who would grow reckless under reproof openly
given, accept rebuke becau.se it is in secret,

and yield obedience in return for s}iiipathy.

32. Upon some it is needful to keep a close

watch, even in the minutast details, l)ecause

if they think they are unperceived (as they

would contrive to be), they are puffed up
with the idea of their own wisdom. Of others

it is better to take no notice, l)ut seeing not to

see, and hearing not to hear them, according

to the proverb, that we may not drive them
to despair, under the depressing influence of

repeated reproofs, and at last to utter reckless-

ness, when they have lost the sense of self-re-

spect, the source of persuasiveness." In some
ca.ses we must even be angry, without feeling

angry, or treat them with a disdain we do not
feel, or manifest despair, though we do not really

despair of" them, according to the needs of

their nature. Others again we must treat with

eondoneensTOTi ^ and lowliness, aiding them
readily to conceive a hope of better things.

Some it is often more advantageous to conquer
—by others to be overcome, and to praise or

deprecate, in one case wealth and power, in

another poverty and failure.

33. For our .treatment does not correspond
with virtue and vice, one of which is most ex-

cellent and beneficial at all times and in all

cases, and the"."other most evil and harmfiil

;

and, instead of -one and the same of our medi-
cines invariably proving either most wholesome
or most dangerous in the same cases—be it sever-

ity or gentleness, or any of the others which we
have enumerated—in some cases it proves good
and useful, in others again it has the contrary

effect, according, I suppo.se, as time and cir-

cumstance and the disposition of the patient

admit. Now to set before you the distinction

between all these things, and give you a per-

fectly exact view of them, so that you may in

brief comprehend the medical art, is quite im-

pcssible, even for one in the highest degree

qualified by care and skill : but actual experi-

ence and practice are requisite to formv a

medical system and a medical man.

34. This, however, I take to be generally

admitted—that just as it is not safe for those

who walk on a lofty tight rope to lean to

either side, for even though the inclination

seems slight, it has no slight consequences, but

aV'/if source 0/ /crsuns/feness, lit., "the medicine of per-
suasion."

coiiiiescettsion, lit., ' equity,' dealing cjently with their wcakncs:;,
not exacting the literal fulfilment of the law.

y Are requisite to/arm^ lit,, by ' actual . , . they become clear tu.'

i

f
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their safety depends upon their perfect balance :

so in the case of one of us, if he leans to either

side, whether from vice or ignorance, no slight

danger of a fall into sin is incurred, both for

himself and those who are led by him. But

we must really walk in the King's highway,"

and take care not to turn aside from it either

to the right hand or to the left,'' as the Proverbs

say. For sucli is the case with our passions,

and such in this matter is the task of the good

shepherd, if he is to know properly the souls

of his flock, and to guide them according to

the methods of a pastoral care which is right

and just, and worthy of our true Shepherd.

35. In regard to the distribution of the word,

to mention last the first of our duties, of that

divine and exalted word, which everyone now
is ready to discourse upon ; if anyone else

boldly undertakes it and supposes it within the

power of every man's intellect, I am amazed

at his intelligence, not to say his folly. To
me indeed it seems no slight task, and one

requiring no little spiritual power, to give in

due season V to each his portion of the word, and

to regulate with judgment the truth of our

opinions, which are concerned with such sub-

jects as the world or worlds,* matter, soul,

mind, intelligent natures, better or worse, pro-

vidence which holds together and guides the

universe, and seems in our experience of it to

be governed according to some principle, but

one which is at variance with those of earth and

of men.

36. Again, they are concerned with our ori-

ginal constitution, and final restoration, the

typesw^the truth, the covenants, the first and

second coming of Christ, His incarnation,

sufferings and dissolution,* with the resurrec-

tion, the last day, the judgment and recom-

.
pense, whether .sad or glorious jBf'to crown all,

with what we are to think of the original^ and

blessed Trinity. Now this involves a very

great risk to those who are charged with the

illumination'' of others, if they are to avoid

contracting* their doctrine to a single Person,

from fear of polytheism, and so leave us empty

terms, ifwesuppose the Father and the Son and

the Holy Spirit to be one and the same Person

only : or, on the other hand, severing It into

three, either foreign and diverse, or disordered

aNumb. XX. 17. ;8 Prov. iv. 27. y S. T uke xii. 42.

6 VVorltis, i.e. the invisible mmX visible, of which S. Greg, held

tVi.Tt the former was created before the latter, cf. Orat. xviii. 3 ;

xxvii. 10; xxviii. 31 ; xxxviii. 10; xl. 45.

e Dissolution ; some translate 'return'—i.e. of the Ascension ;

referring the ' resurrection, &c.' to mankind in general.

i Original. Perhaps better ' supreme.'

rj Illuinination. Some apply this to Holy Uaptism, with its

preliminary instruction.

6 Contractitii:, i.e. by the Sabellian heresy. A parallel pas-

g.-»gc in almost identical terms is Orat. xx, 0.

and unprincipled, and, so to say, opposed divin-

ities, thus falling from the opposite side into

an equally dangerous error: like some distorted

plant if bent far back in the opposite direction.

37. For, amid the three infinnities in regard

to theology, atheism, Judaism, and polytheism,

one of which is patronised by Sabellius the

Libyan, another by Arius of Alexandria, and

the third by some of the ultra-orthodox among
us, what is my position, can I avoid what-

ever in these three is noxious, and remain

within the limits of piety; neither being led

astray by the new analysis and synthesis into

the atheism" of Sabellius, to assert not so much
that all are one as that each is nothing, for

things which are transferred and pass into eacli

other cease to be that which each one of them

is, or that we have an unnaturally compound
deity, like those mythical creatures, the .subject

of a picturesque imagination : nor again, by

alleging a plurality of severed natures, accord-

ing to the well named madness^ of Arius, be-

coming involved in a Jewish poverty, and in-

troducing envy into the divine nature, by

limiting the Godhead to the Unbegotten One
alone, as if afraid that our God would perish,

if He were the Father of a real God of equal

nature : nor again, by arraying three principles

in opposition to, or in alliance with, each

other, introducing the Gentile plurality of

principles from which we have escaped ?

38. It is necessary neither to -be so devoted

to the Father, as to rob Him of His Father-

hood, for whose Father would He be, if the

Son were separated and estranged from Him,

by being ranked with the creation, (for an

alien being, or one which is combined and

confounded with his father, and, for the sense

is the same, throws him into confusion, is not

a son) ; nor to be so devoted to Christ, as to

neglect to preserve both His Sonship, (for

whose son would He be, if His origin were not

referred to the Father ? ) and the rank of the

Father as ^agin, inasmuch as He is the Father

and Generator ; for He would be the o»»gtn of

petty and unworthy beings, or rather the term

would be used in a petty and unworthy sense,

if He were not the «»^ of Godhead and

goodness, which are contemplated in the Son

and the Spirit : the former being the Son and

the Word, the latter the proceeding and in-

dissoluble Spirit. For both the Unity of the

Godhead must be preserved, and the Trinity^

aAiheisni. This term is used of Sabellianism xviii..i6. xx. 6.

xxi. 13. xliii. 30, in the sense in which it is here explained. Cf.

Petav. deTrin. I. vi. 5, sqq.

j3 Madness of Arianism, xxi. 13. xxxiv. 8. xliii. 30. This term

is applied in a letter of Constantine after the Council of Nica;a. It

is cafied Judaism also Orat. xx. 6 as frequently by S. Athanasius.

Cf. Petav. de Trin. I. ix. 8.
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of Persons confessed, each with His o\vn prop-

erty.

39. A suitable and worthy comprehension

and exposition of this subject demands a discus-

sion of greater length than the present occasion,

or even our life, as I suppose, allows, and,

what is more, both now and at all times, the,

aid of the Spirit, by Whom alone we are able

to perceive, to expound, or to embrace, the

truth in regard to God. For the pure alone,

can grasp Him ^^''ho is pure and of the same
disposition as himself; and I have now briefly

dwelt upon the subject, to show how difficult it

is to discuss such important (questions, especially

before a large audience, composed of every age

and condition, and needing like an iastrument

of many strings, to be played upon in various

ways; or to find any form of words able to

edify them all, and illuminate them with the

For it is not only that

are three sources from which danger

springs, understanding, speech, and hearing,
j

so that failure in one, if not in all, is infallibly

certain ; for either the mind is not illuminated,

or the language is feeble, or the hearing, not

having been cleansed, fails to comprehend, and
accordingly, in one or all respects, the truth

must be maimed : but further, what makes the

instmction of those who profess to teach any

other subject so easy and acceptable—viz. the

piety" of the audience—on this subject involves

difficulty and danger.

40. For having undertaken to contend on
behalf of God, the Supreme Being, and of

salvation, and of the primary hope^ of us all,

the more fervent they are in the faith, the more
hostile are they to what is said, supposing that

a submissive spirit indicates, not piety, but

treason to the truth, and therefore they would
sacrifice anything rather than their private con-

victions, and the accustomed doctrines in which
they have been educated. I am now referring

to those who are moderate and not utterly de-

praved in disposition, who, if they have erred

in regard to the truth, have erred from piety,

who have zeal, though not according to know-
ledge, v who will possibly be of the number of

those not excessively condemned, and not

o Piety, evKipeia. i. e. The pious readily and attentively receive
instruction in morality or generally received truth, but are more
suspicious and intolerant than ordmary people, if, at a time when
any theological question is hotly debated, a preacher touches upon
any point connected with it, and so stirs party feeling or personal
prejudice.

P The primary /tope. This term is used of the full knowledge
and confession of the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, Orat. xxxii. 23 ;

where its -necessary connection with Christianity and the life of the
soul is insisted on. For its vital importance cf Liddon, Bamp. Lcct.

pp. 435, 6, and its bearing on the Mediatorial Work of Christ, and so

on our salvation. Ibid. Lect. VIII. esp. pp. 472-9 ("sth ed.). .S. Cyr.
Hier. Catech. 13. 2. S. Cyr. Alex, de S. Trin. dial, 4. torn v. pp.
508, 509. .S. Proclus Horn, in Incarn. 5. 6. 9. Bright. Hist, of
|he Church, p 149, y Kom. x. 2,

beaten with many stripes," because it is not

through vice or depravity that they have failed

to do the will of their Lord ; and these per-

chance would be persuaded and forsake tlie

pious opinion whicli is the cause of their hostil-

ity, if some reason either from their own minds,

or from others, were to take hold of them, and
at a critical moment, like iron from flint, strike

fire from a mind which is pregnant and worthy
of the light, for thus a little spark would quickly

kindle the torch of truth within it.

41. But what is to be said of those who, from

vain glory or arrogance, speak unrighteousness

against the most High,^ arming themselves

with the insolence of Jannes and Jambres, y not

against Moses, but against the truth, and rising

in opposition to sound doctrine? Or of the

third class, who through ignorance and, its

consequence, temerity, rush headlong against

every form of doctrine in swinish fashion, and
trample under foot the fair pearls* of the

truth ?

42. What again of those who come with no
private idea, or form of words, better or

worse, in regard to God, but listen to all kinds

of doctrines and teachers, with the intention of

selecting from all what is best and safest, in

reliance upon no better judges of the truth than

themselves ? They are, in consequence, borne

and turned about hither and thither by one

plausible idea after another, and, after being

deluged and trodden down by all kinds of doc-

trine, * and having rung the changes on a long

succession of teachers and formulae, which they

throw to the winds as readily as dust, their ears

and minds at last are wearied out, and, O what

folly ! they become equally disgusted with all

forms of doctrine, and assume the wretched

character of deriding and despising our faith as

unstable and unsound
;

passing in their igno-

rance from the teachers to the doctrine : as if

anyone whose eyes were diseased, or whose

ears had been injured, were to complain of the

sun for being dim and not shining, or of sounds

for being inharmonious and feeble.

43. Accordingly, to impre.ss the truth upon

a soul when it is still fresh, like wax not yet

subjected to the seal, is an easier task than in-

scribing pious doctrine on the top of inscri|)-

tions—I mean wrong doctrines and dogmas^—
with the result that the former are confused and

thrown into disorder by the latter. It is bet-

ter indeed to tread a road which is smooth and

well trodden than one which is untrodden and

rough, or to plough land which has often been

aLukexii. 47. j8 Ps. Ixxiii. 8. (I.XX.). 7 2 Tim. iii. 8.

6 S. Matt. vii. 6 ; viii. 32. e Kph. iv. 14.

^Doctrines and dogmas. Elias takes the former to refer to mo-
rality and the latter to belief.

e

O' t
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cleft and broken up by the plough : but a soul

to be written upon should be free from the in-

scription of harmful doctrines, or the deej)ly

cut marks of vice : otherwise the pious inscri-

ber would have a twofold task, the erasure of

the former impressions and the substitution of

otlicrs which are more excellent, and more
worthy to abide. So numerous are they whose

wickedness is shown, not only by yielding to

their passions, but even by their utterances,

and so numerous the forms and characters

of wickedness, and so considerable the task of

one who has been intrusted with this ofiice of

educating and taking charge of souls. Indeed

I have omitted the majority of the details, lest

my .speech .should be unnecessarily burden-

some.

44. If anyone were to undertake to tame and

train an aiiimal of many forms and sliapes,

compounded of many animals of various sizes

and degrees of tameness and wildness, his

principal task, involving a considerable strug-

gle, would be the government of so extraor-

dinary and heterogeneous a nature, since each

of the animals of which it is compounded
would, according to its nature or habit, be

differently affected with joy, pleasm-e or dis-

like, by the same words, or food, or stroking

with the hand, or w'histling, or other modes of

treatment. And what must the master of sucli

an animal do, but show himself manifold and

various in his knowledge, and apply to each a

treatment suitable for it, so as successfully to

lead and preserve the beast ? And since the

common body of the church is composed of

many different characters and minds, like a

single animal compounded of discordant parts,

it is absolutely necessary that its ruler should

be at once simple in his uprightness in all re-

spects, and as far as possible manifold and

varied in his treatment of individuals, and in

dealing with all in an appropriate and suitable

manner.

45. For some need to be fed Avith the milk °-

of the most simple and elementary doctrines,

viz., those who are in habit babes and, so to

say, new-made, and unable to l^ear the manly

food of tlie word : nay, if it were presented to

them beyond their strength, tliey would

probably be overwhelmed and oppressed,

owing to the inability of their mind, as

is the case with' our material bodies,^ to di-

gest and appropriate what is offered to it, and

so would lose even their original power. Oth-

ers require the wisdom which is spoken among

o I, Cor. iii. i, 2 ; Hcb. v. 12-14.

fiOur material bodies, lit., "matter."' Tills, logcllicr wiih

"dust," "mire" or "clay" .and other similar tonus, is often used

by S, Gregory as a synonym of " the body,"

the perfect," and tlie higher and more solid

food, since their senses have been sufficiently

exercised to discern^ truth and falsehood, and
if they were made to drink milk, and fed on
the vegetable diet of invalids, v they would be

annoyed. And with good reason, for they

would not be strengthened* according to

Christ, nor make that laudable increase, which

the Word produces in one who is rightly fed,

by making him a perfect man, and bringing

him to the measure of spiritual stature.*

46. And who is sufficient for these things ?

For we are not as the many, able to corrupt^

the word of truth, and mix the wine, 'J which
maketh glad the heart of man, ^ with water,

mix, that is, our doctrine with what is com-
mon and cheap, and debased, and stale, and
tasteless, in order to turn the adulteration to

our profit, and accommodate ourselves to those

who meet us, and curry favor with everyone,

becoming ventriloquists ' and chatterers, who
serve their own pleasures by words uttered

from the earth, and sinking into the earth, and,

to gain the special good will of the multitude,

injuring in the highest degree, nay, ruining our-

selves, and shedding the innocent blood of sim.-

pler souls, which will be required at our hands. «

47. Besides, we are aw-are that it is better

to offer our own reins to others more skilful

than ourselves, than, while inexperienced, to

guide the course of others, and rather to give

a kindly hearing than stir an untrained tongue
\

and after a discussion of these points with ad-

visers W'ho are, I fancy, of no mean worth,

and, at any rate, wish us well, we preferred to

learn those canons of speech and action which

we did not know, rather than undertake to teach

them in our ignorance. For it is delightful to

have the 4=«asoning& of the aged come to one

even unm the depth of old age, able, as it is,

to aid a soul new to piety. Accordingly, to

undertake the training of others before being

sufficiently trained oneself, and to learn, as

men say, the potter's art on a wine-jar, that is,

to practise ourselves in piety at the expense of

'others' souls, seems to me to be excessive folly

or excessive rashness—folly, if we are not even

aware of our own ignorance ; rashness, if in

spite of this knowledge we venture on the task.

48. Nay, the wiser of the Hebrews tell us

that there was of old among the Hebrews a most

excellent and praiseworthy law,** that ^vcry t

I Cor. ii. 6. /3 Hcb. v. 14. v Rom. xiv. a.

6 Col. i. II, ii. 19. eEph.iv. 13.

^2 Cor. ii. 16, 17. )7 Isai. i. 32. fl I's. civ. 15,

1 I'cntriloquists. Isai. viii, ly, "Wizards." •

K Ezek. iii. 20 ; xx.viii. 8.

A I.e., venerable for wisdom due to experience.

/x Lav>. Not definitely enacted, but s. custom constantly ob-
served. It applied to the earlier and later chapters of Ezckicl and
the Song of Solomon,

/^ i{jj t^^fr- "«-<A^
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age was not entrusted with the whole of Scrip-

ture, inasmuch as this would not be the more
profitable course, since the whole of it is not

at once intelligible to ever>'one, and its more
recondite parts would, by their apparent mean-

ing, do a very great injury to most people.

Some portions therefore, whose exterior* is

unexceptionable, are from the first permitted

and common to all ; while others are only en-

trusted to those who have attained their twenty-

fifth year, viz., such as hide their mystical

beauty under a mean-looking cloak, to be the

reward of diligence and an illustrious life ; flash-

ing forth and presenting itself only to those

whose mind has been purified, on the ground
that this age alone ^ can be superior to the

body, and properly rise from the letter to the

spirit.

49. Among us, however, there is no bound-
ary line between giving and receiving instruc-

tion, like the stones of old between the tribes

within and beyond the Jordan : nor is a cer-

tain part entrusted to some, another to others

;

nor any rule for degrees > of experience; but

the matter has been so disturbed and thrown
into confusion, that most of us, not to say

all-, almost before we have lost our childish

curls and lisp, before Ave have entered the

house of God, before we know even the

names of the Sacred Books, before we have

learnt the character and authors of the Old
and New Testaments : (for my present point

is not our want of cleansing from the mire

and marks of spiritual shame which our

viciousness has contracted) if, I say, we have

furnished ourselves with two or three expres-

sions of pious authors, and that by hearsay,

not by study ; ifwe have had a brief experience

of David, or clad ourselves properly in a cloak-

let, or are wearing at least a philosopher's gir-

dle, or have girt about us some form and ap-

pearance of piety—phew ! how we take the

chair and show our spirit ! Samuel was holy

even in his swaddling-clothes :
* we are at once

wise teachers, of high estimation in Divine
things, the first of scribes and lawyers ; we or-

dain ourselves men of heaven and seek to be
called Rabbi by men ;

* the letter is nowhere,
everything is to be understood spiritually, and
our dreams are utter drivel, and we should be
annoyed if we were not lauded to excess.

This is the case with the better and more sim-

a F.xttrior, Origcn, Horn. 5, in Levit., speaks of the "body,
poul, and spirit of Scripture.'

fl Alotie. If, as many MSS. we read /xtfAif ,
" with difficulty."

This is preferred by the Hcncd. note.

y Defers, etc. Heb. v. 14 V. " U5c " (in the singular), the
sense is "any rule for confining the use of difficult passages of
Holy Scripture to those whose experience is a guarantee against
their abuse." SiSam. ii. 11. « S. Matt, xxiii. 7.

^fe/HAM^y;

pie of us : what of those who are more spiritual

and noble?" After frequently condemning
us, as men of no account, they have forsaken

us, and abhor fellowship with impious people

such as we are.

50. Now, if we were to speak gently to one of

them, advancing, as follows, step by step in

argument: "Tell me, my good sir, do you
call dancing anything, and flute-playing?"

"Certainly," they would say. "What then

of wisdom and being wise, which we venture

to define as a knowledge of things divine and
human ? " This also they will admit. " Arc
then these accomplishments better than and su-

perior to wisdom, or wisdom by far better than

these?" "Better even than all things," I

know well that they will say. Up to this jioint

they are judicious. " Well, dancing and flute-

playing require to be taught and learnt, a pro-

cess which takes time, and much toil in the

sweat of the brow, and sometimes the payment
of fees, and entreaties for inititation, and long

absence from home, and all else which must be

done and borne for the acquisition of expe-

rience : but as for wisdom, which is chief of all

things, and holds in her embrace everything

which is good, so that even God himself prefers

this title to all the names by which He is

called ; are we to suppose that it is a matter of

such slight consequence, and so accessible, that

we need but wish, and we would be wise?"
" It would be utter folly to do so." If we, or

any learned and prudent man, were to say this

to them, and try by degrees to cleanse them
from their error, it would be sowing upon
rocks, ^ and speaking to ears of men who will

not hear : v so far are they from being even

wise enough to perceive their own ignorance.

And we may rightly, in my opinion, apply to

them the saying of Solomon : There is an

evil which I have seen under the sun, * a man
wise in his own conceit ; * and a still greater

evil is to charge with the instruction of others

a man who is not even aware of his own ignor-

ance.

5 1

.

This is a state of mind which demands,

in special degree, our tears and groans, and has

often stirred my pity, from the conviction that

imagination robs us in great measure of reality,

and tfiat vain glory is a great hindrance to

men's attainment of virtue. To heal and stay

this disease needs a Peter or Paul, those great

disciples of Christ, who in addition to guidance

in word and deed, received their grace, ^ and

a "More spiritu.nl and noble."—This is ironical.

P S. I.uke viii. 6. y ICcclus. \yv. 9.

6 Kcclcs. X. S- * Prov. xxvi. 12.

C, Thi'ir grace, to xap'CA"*. Klia:; t.akcs this of the powLi' to

heal diseases, Tilleniont of miracles in general. Perhaps betmr
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became all things to all men, that they might
gain all. " But for other men like ourselves, it

is a great thing to be rightly guided and led

by those who have been charged ^\'hh. the cor-

rection and setting right of things such as these.

52. Since, however, I have mentioned Paul,

and men like him, I will, with your permission,

pass by all others who have l)een foremost as

lawgivers, prophets, or leaders, or in any
similar office—for instance, Moses, Aaron,
Joshua, Elijah, Elisha, the Judges, Samuel,

David, the company of Prophets, John, the

Twelve Apostles, and their successors, who with

many toils and labors exercised their authority,

each in his own time ; all these I pass by, to set

forth Paul as the witness to my assertions, and
for us to consider by his example how im-

portant a matter is the care of souls, and whether
it requires slight attention and little judgment.
But that we may recognize and perceive this,

let us hear what Paul himself says of Paul.

53. I say nothing of his labours, his watch-

ings, his sufferings in hunger and thirst, in cold

and nakedness, his assailants from without, his

adversaries within. ^ I pass over the persecu-

tions, councils, prisons, bonds, accusers, tribu-

nals, the daily and hourly deaths, the basket,

the stonings, beatings with rods, the travelling

about, the perils by land and sea, the deep, the

shipwrecks, the perils of rivers, perils of rob-

bers, perils from his countrymen, perils among
false brethren, the living by his own hands, the

gospel without charge, v the being a spectacle to

both angels and men,^ set in the midst between

God and men to champion His cause,* and to

unite them to Him, and make them His ov>n

peculiar people,^ beside those things that are

without.'' For who could worthily detail these

matters, the daily pressure,^ the individual so-

licitude, the care of all the churches, the

universal sympathy, and brotherly love ? Did
anyone stumble, Paul also was weak ; did an-

other suffer scandal, it was Paul who was on
fire.

/ 54. What of the laboriousness of his teach-

/ing ? The manifold character of his ministry ?

His loving kindness? And on the other hand
his strictness ? And the combination and blcn.l-

ing of the two ; in such wise that his gentle^

ness should not enervate, nor his severity ex-

asperate? He gives laws for slaves and mas-

ters,' rulers and ruled," husbands and wives,

^

of the special position ns Ajiosllcs to tlic Jews and to the Gen-
tiles (Cial. ii. S, y), wlierc tlic term used is X"P'S-
o 1 Cor. ix. 22. /3 2 Cor. xi. 23 ct scq. y i Cor. iv. 12 ; ix. 18.

S lb. iv, 9. « His cause reading toO ; v. 1. tHiv.

f Tit. ii. 14. r) 2 Cor. xi. 2S, 29,

9 Pressure fWi<Tra(Tiav, 2 Cor. xi.-28, fnC<TTa(Ttv,

tEph. vi. 5, 9. K Rom. xiii. 1-3. A I'.ph. v. ^'5, 'j-'.

parents and children," marriage and celibacy,^

self-discipline and indulgence,'*' wisdom and ig-

norance,* circumcision and uncircumcision,*

Christ and the world, the flesh and the spirit.^

On behalf of some he gives thanks, others he
upbraids. Some he names his joy and crown,''

others he charges with folly. ^ Some who hold
a straight course he accompanies, sharing in

their zeal ; others he checks, who are going
wrong. At one time he excommunicates,' at

another he confirms his love ;
" at one time he

grieves, at another rejoices ; at one time he
feeds with milk, at another he handles mys-
teries ;

^ at one time he condescends, at another
he raises to his own level ; at one time he
threatens a rod, ** at another he offers the spirit

of meekness ; at one time he is haughty to-

ward the lofty, at another lowly toward the

lowly. Now he is least of the apostles, " now
he offers a proof of Christ speaking in him ;

^

now he longs for departure and is being
poured forth as a libation, ° now he thinks it

more necessary for their sakes to abide in the

flesh. For he seeks not his own interests, but

those of his children, '^ whom he has begotten
in Christ by the gospel. f> This is the aim of

all his spiritual authority, in everything to

neglect his own in comparison with the ad-

vantage of others.

55. He glories in his infirmities and dis-

tresses. He takes pleasure in the dying of

Jesus, " as if it were a kind of ornament. He
is lofty in carnal things,'' he rejoices in things

spiritual ; he is not rude in knowledge, " and
claims to see in a mirror, darkly.* He is bold
in spirit, and buffets his body, x throwing it as

an antagonist. What is the lesson and in-

struction he would thus impress upon us ? Not
to be proud of earthly things, or puffed up by
knowledge, or excite the flesh against the

spirit. He fights for all, prays for all, is jeal-

ous for all, is kindled on behalf of all, whether
without law, or under the law; a preacher of

the Gentiles,''' a patron of the Jews. He even

was exceedingly bold on behalf of his brethren

according to the flesh," if I may myself be bold

enough to say so, in his loving prayer that^
ithey might in his stead be brought to Christ.

What magnanimity ! what fervor of spirit ! He
imitates Christ, who became a curse for us, »»

i

who took our infirmities and bore our sick-

nesses ;
P^ or, to use more measured terms, he is

o Eph. vi. 1-4. j3 I Cor. vii. 3, 8, 25, 31.

S I C'or. i. 27 ; iii. iS. e Rom. ii. 25, 29.

7) I'hil. iv. I. Of.al. iii. i. i i Cor. v.

A I Cor. ii. 7 ; iii. 2. ft lb. iv. 21.

f 2 Cor. .xiii. 3. o Phil. i. 23; ii. 17.

y Rom. xiv. 3, 6.

iOal. v. 16.

5. K 2 Cor. ii. 8.

v lb. XV. 9.

IT I Cor. X. 33.

p lb. iv. 15. (7 2 Cor. iv. 10 ; xii. g, 10. T Rom, v. 3 ; Phil. 111. 4,

V 2 Cor. xi. 6. <^ I Cor. xiii. 12. x ^^- •*• '7-

1^ 2 Tim. i. II. w Rom. Ix. 3. aa Gal. iii. 13. /3/3 S. ^latt. viii. 17.
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ready, next to Christ, to suffer anything, even

as one of the inigodly, for them, if only they

be saved.

56. Why should I enter into detail? He I

lived not to himself, but to Christ and his

preaching. He crucified the world to himself, <*

and being crucified to the world and the

things which are seen, he thought all things

little,^ and too small to be desired ; even

though from Jerusalem and round about unto

lUyricumvhe had fully preached the Gospel,

even though he had been prematurely caught

up to the third heaven, and had had a vision

of Paradise, and had heard unspeakable words.*

Such was Paul, and everyone of like spirit

with him. But we fear that, in comparison

with them, we may be foolish princes of Zoan,*

or extortioners, who exact the fruits of the

ground, or falsely bless the people : ^ and fur-

ther make themselves happy, and confuse the

way of your feet,'' or mockers ruling over you,

or children in authority,^ immature in mind,
not even having bread and clothing enough to

be nders over any ; ' or prophets teaching lies,"

or rebellious princes,^ deserving to share the

reproach of their elders for the straitness of the

famine,'* or priests very far from speaking com-
fortably " to Jerusalem, according to the re-

proaches and protests urged by Isaiah, who
was purged by the Seraphim with a live coal.^

57. Is the undertaking then so serious and
laborious to a sensitive and sad heart—a very

rattanner^ to the bones ° of a sensible man

:

while the danger is slight, and a fall not worth

consideration ? Nay the blessed Hosea inspires

me with serious alarm, where he says that to

us priests and rulers pertaineth the judgment,"^

because we have been a snare to the watch-

tower; and as a net spread upon Tabor, which
has been firmly fixed by the hunters of men's
souls, and he threatens to cut off the wicked
prophets,P and devour their judges with fire,

and to cease for a while from anointing a king

and princes,*^ because they ruled for themselves,

and not by Him.'^

58. Hence again the divine Micah, unable

to brook the building of Zion with blood,

however you interpret the phrase, and of Jeru-
salem with iniquity, while the heads thereof

judge for reward, and the priests teach for hire,

and the prophets divine for money—what does

he say will be the result of this ? Zion shall

be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem be as a

a Gal. vi. 14. P Phil. iii. 8. y Rom. xv. 19.

5 2 Cor. xii. 2, 4. «Isa. xix. 11. fib. ix. 16. j) lb. iii. 12.

8 lb. iii. 4. I lb. iii. 7. k II). ix. 15.

A lb. i. 23. It. lb. viii. 21. v lb. xl. 2. ( lb. vi. 6, 7.

o Prov. xiv. 30. IT Hos. V. i, 2. p lb. vi. 5.

<r lb. vii. 7. T lb. viii, 4.

lodge in a garden, and the mountain of the

house l)e reckoned as a glade in a thicket." He
bewails also the scarcity of the upright, there

being scarcely a stalk or a gleaning grape left,

since both the j)rince asketh, and the judge
curries favour,^ so that his language is almost

the same as the mighty David's : Save me, O
Lord, for the godly man cea.seth : v and says

that therefore their blessings shall fail them,

as if wasted by the moth.

59. Joel again summons us to wailing, and
will have the ministers of the altar lament

under the presence of famine : so far is he

from allowing us to revel in the misfortunes

of others : and, after sanctifying a fast, calling

a solemn assembly, and gathering the old men,
the children, and those of tender age,* we our-

selves must further haunt the temple in sack-

cloth and ashes, ^ prostrated right humbly on
the ground, becau.se the field is wasted, and
the meat-offering and the drink-offering is cut

off from the house of the Lord, till we draw
down mercy by our humiliation.

60. What of Habakkuk? He utters more
heated words, and is impatient with God
Himself, and cries down, as it were our good
Lord, because of the injustice of the judges.

O Lord, how long shall I cry and Thou wilt

not hear ? Shall I cry out unto Thee of vio-

lence, and Thou wilt not save ? Why dost

Thou show me toil and labour, causing me to

look upon perverseness and impiety ? Judg-
ment has been given against me, and the

judge is a spoiler. Therefore the law is slacked,

and judgment doth never go forth. Then
comes the denunciation, and what follows

upon it. Behold, ye despisers, and regard,

and wonder marvellously, and vanish away,
for I work a work.^ But why need I quote

the whole of the denunciation ? A little fur-

ther on, however, for I think it best to add
this to what has been said, after upbraiding

and lamenting many of those who are in some
respect unjust or depraved, he upbraids the

leaders and teachers of wickedness, stigmatising

vice as a foul disorder, and an intoxication and
aberration of mind ; charging them with giv-

ing their neighbours drink in order to look

upon the darkness of their soul,'' and the dens

of creeping things and wild beasts, viz.: the

dwelling places of wicked thoughts. Such
indeed they are, and such teachings do they

discuss with us.

61. How can it be right to pa.ss by Malachi^
who at one time brings bitter charges against

the priests, and reproaches them with despising

o Mic. iii. 10-12. fi lb. vii. 1-4. y Ps. xii. i.

5 Joel i. 13, scij. e Isa. Iviii. 5. f Hab. i. 2 ct scq. t; lb, ii. 15.
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the naiiie of the Lord," and explains wherein

they did this, by offering polkited bread upon i

the altar, and meat which is not firstfruits,

which they would not have offered to one of
|

their governors, or, if they had offered it,

they would have been dishonoured
; yet offer-

ing these in fulfilment of a vow to the King
of the universe, to wit, the lame and the sick,

and the deformed, which are utterly profane

and loathsome.'^ Again he reminds them of

the covenant of Ood, a covenant of life and
peace, with the sons of Levi, and that they

,

should serve Him in fear, and stand in awe of i

the manifestation of His Name. The law of

truth, he says, was in his mouth, and unright- I

eousness was not found in his lips ; he walked
j

with me uprightly in peace, and turned away
many from iniquity : for the priest's lips shall

keep knowledge, and they shall seek the law

at his mouth. And how honourable and at

the same time how fearful is the cause ! for he
:

is the messenger of the Lord Almighty. v Al-

though I pass over the following imprecations,
^

as strongly worded,* yet I am afraid of their I

truth. This however may be cited without

offence, to our profit. Is it right, he says, to

regard your sacrifice, and receive it with good
will at your hands,* as if he were most highly

incensed, and rejecting their ministrations ow-

ing to their wickedness.

62. Whenever I remember Zechariah, I

shudder at the reaping-hook,^ and likewise

at his testimony against the priests, his hints

in reference to the celebrated Joshua, the high

priest, whom he represents as stripped of filthy

and unbecoming garments and then clothed in

rich priestly apparel.'^ As for the words and
charges to Joshua which he puts into the an-

gel's mouth, let them be treated with silent

respect, as referring perhaps to a greater^ and
higher object than those who are many priests :

'

but even at his right hand stood the devil, to

resist him. A fact, in my eyes, of no slight

significance, and demanding no slight fear and
watchfulness.

63. Who is so bold and adamantine of soul

as not to tremble and be abashed at the charges!;

and reproaches deliberately urged against the rest

of the .shepherds. A voice, he says, of the howl-

ing of the shepherds, for their glory is spoiled.

A voice of the roaring of lions," for this hath

befallen them. Does he not all l)ut hear the

wailing as if close at hand, and himself wail

a Mai. i. 6. /3 lb. i. 13. y lb. ii. 5-7.
S Strongly worded, pKaa-'lirifiou, pcrh. "ill omened."
e lb. ii. 13. f Zccb. v. i (LXX.). 1) lb. iii. i et acq.

A greater, &c., i.e. they refer to the Person of Jesus Christ
Him.self.

( Heb. vii. 23. k Zcch. xi. 3.

with the afflicted. A little further is a more
striking and impassioned strain. Feed, he
says, the flock of slaughter, whose po.ssessors

slay them without repentance, and they that

sell them say, " Blessed be the Lord, for we
are rich :

'

' and their own shepherds are with-

out feeling for them. Therefore, I will no
more pity the inhabitants of the land, saith

the Lord Almighty.'' And again : Awake, O
sword, against the shepherds, and smite the

shepherds, and scatter the sheep, and I will

turn My Hand upon the shepherds ;
^ and. Mine

anger is kindled against the shepherds, and I

will visit the lambs : v adding to the threat those

who rule over the people. So industriously

does he apply himself to his task that he can-

not easily free himself from denunciations, and
I am afraid that, did I refer to the whole
series, I should exhaust your patience. This
must then suffice for Zechariah.

64. Passing by the elders in the book of

Daniel ; * for it is better to pass them by, to-

gether with the Lord's righteous sentence and
declaration concerning them, that wickedness

came from Babylon from ancient judges, who
seemed to govern the people ; how are we
affected by Ezekiel, the beholder and expositor

of the mighty mysteries and visions ? By his

injunction to the watchmen * not to keep silence

concerning vice and the sword impending over

it, a course which would profit neither thehi-

selves nor the sinners ; but rather to keep
watch and forev/arn, and thus benefit, at any
rate those who gave vvarning, if not both those

who spoke and those Avho heard ?

65. What of his further invective against

the shepherds, Woe shall come upon woe,

and rumour upon rumour, then shall they

seek a vision of the prophet, but the law shall

i:>erish from the priest, and counsel from the

ancients, f and again, in these terms. Son of

man, say unto her, thou art a land that is not

watered, nor hath rain come upon thee in the

day of indignation: whose princes in the midst

of her are like roaring lions, ravening the prey,

devouring souls in their might.'' And a little

further on: Her priests have violated My laws

and profaned My holy things, they have put no
difference between the holy and profane, but

all things were alike to them, and they hid

their eyes from My Sabbaths, and I was i)ro-

faned among them.^ He threatens that He
will consume both the wall and them that

daubed it,*' that is, those who sin and those

who thro\v a cloak over them ; as the evil

a Zech. xi. 5, 6.

S Hist. Susann., 5.

7) lb, .\xii, 24 seq.

/3 lb. xiii. 7.

e Kzck. .\x.\ili, 2.

lb. .\.\ii. zC\

vib. X. 3.

5 lb. VM. 26.

I lb. xiii. 14.
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rulers and priests have done, who caused the

house of Israel to err according to their own
hearts which are estranged in their Uists."

66. I also refrain from entering into his dis-

cussion of those who feed themselves, devour

the milk, clothe themselves with the wool, kill;

them that are fat, but feed not the flock,

strengthen not the diseased, nor bind up that

which is broken, nor bring again that which is

driven away, nor seek that which is lost, nor

keep watch over that which is strong, but

oppress them with rigour, and destroy them

with their pressure ; ^ so that, because there

was no shepherd, the sheep were scattered

over every plain and mountain, and became
meat for all the fowls and beasts, v because there

was no one to seek for them and bring them
back. What is the consequence ? As I live,

saith the Lord, because these things are so, and
My flock became a prey,* behold I am against

the shepherds, and I will require My flock at

their hands, and will gather them and make
them My own : but the sliepherds shall suff'er

such and such things, as bad shepherds ought.

67. However, to avoid unreasonably pro-

longing my discourse, by an enumeration of

all the prophets, and of the words of them all,

I will mention but one more, who was known
before he was formed, and sanctified from the

womb,* Jeremiah : and will pass over the rest.

He longs for water over his head, and a foun-

tain of tears for his eyes, that he may ade-

quately weep for Israel ; ^ and no less does he

bewail the depravity of its rulers.

68. God speaks to him in reproof of the

priests : The priests said not, ^Vhere is the

Lord, and they that handled the law knew
Me not ; the pastors also transgressed against

MCJ Again He says to him : The pastors are

become brutish, and have not sought the Lord,

and therefore all their flock did not understand,

and was scattered.^ Again, Many pastors have

destroyed My vineyard, and have polluted My
pleasant portion, till it was reduced to a track-

less wilderness.' He further inveighs against

the pastors again : Woe be to the pastors,

that destroy and scatter the shee]) of My pas-

ture ! Therefore thus saith the Lord against

them that feed My people : Ye have scattered

My flock, and driven them away, and have
not visited them : behold I will visit upon you
the evil of your doings." Moreover he bids

the shejjherds to howl, and the rams of the

flock to lament, because the days of their

slaughter are accomplished.*

69. Why need I speak of the things of an-

cient days ? Who can test himself by the rules

and standards which J^ul laid down for bishops

and presbyters, that they are to be temperate,

sobermindcd, not given to wine, no strikers,

apt to teach, blameless in all things, and be-

yond the reach of the wicked,* without finding

con,siderable deflection from the straight line

of the rules ? What of the regulations of Jesus

for his disciples, when He sends them to

preach ? ^ The main object of these is—not to

enter into particulars—that they should be of

;such virtue, so simple and modest, and in a

word, so heavenly, that the go.spel should make
its way, no less by their efe«*«eter than by
their preaching.

70. I am alarmed by the reproaches of the

Pharisees, the conviction of the Scribes. For
it is disgraceful for us, who ought greatly sur-

pass them, as we are bidden, if we desire the

kingdom of heaven, to be found more deeply

sunk in vice : so that we deserve to be called

serpents, a generation of vipers, and blind

guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a

camel, or sepulchres foul within, in spite of

our external comeliness, or platters outwardly

clean, and everything else, which they are, or

which is laid to their charge.

v

I
71. With these thoughts I am occupied

night and day : they waste my marrow, and
feed upon my flesh, and will not allow me to

be confident or to look up. They depress my
soul, and abase my mind, and fetter my tongue,

and make me consider, not the*position of a

prelate, or the guidance and direction of others,

which is far beyond my i)owers ; but how I

myself am to escape the wrath to come, and to

scrape off from myself somewhat of the rust of

vice. A man must himself be cleansed, before

cleansing others : himself become wise, that

he may make others wise ; become light, and
then give light : draw near to God, and so

bring others near ; be hallowed, then hallow

them ; be possessed of hands to lead others

by the hand, of wisdom to give advice.

72. When will this be, say they who are

swift but not sure in every thing, readily build-

ing up, readily throwing down. When will the

lamp be upon its stand,* and where is the

talent?* For so they call the grace. ^ Those
who speak thus are more fervent in friendship

than in reverence. You ask me, you men of ex-

ceeding courage, when these things shall be,

and what account I give of them ? Not even

extreme old age v/ould be too long a limit to

o Ezek. xiv. 5. p lb. xxxir. 2 ct scq.

& lb. xxxiv. 8. e Jcr. i. 5.

r) II). ii. 8. lb. x. 21. i U). xii. 10.

K lb. xxiii. I, 2. \ lb, xxv. 34.

y lb. xxxix.
^Ib. ix. I. S. M.-m. X. 9 ; S. Luke ix. 3.

6 lb. V. 15. t lb. xxv. i5t

i " y/ie grace "' i.e. the grace of the priesthood,

a I Tim. iii. 2, 3 ; Tit. i. 7
7 S. Matt, xxiii. 13 et scq
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assign. For hoary hairs combined with pni-

ence are Ijetter than inexperienced youth, well-

reasoned hesitation than inconsiderate haste,

and a brief reign than a long tyranny : just

as a small portion honoural)ly won is better

than considerable possessions which are dis-

honoura])le and uncertain, a little gold than a

great weight of lead, a little light than much
darkness.

73. But this speed, in its untrustworthiness

and excessive haste, is in danger of being like

the seeds which fell upon the rock," and, be-

cause they had no depth of earth, ^ sprang up at

once, but could not bear even the first heat of

the sun ; or like the foundation laid upon the

sand,Y which could not even make a slight re-

sistance to the rain and the winds. Woe to

thee, O city, whose king is a child, ^ says Solo-

mon. Be not hasty of speech,* says Solomon
again, asserting that hastiness of speech is less

serious than heated action. And who, in spite

of all this, demands haste rather than security

and utility? Who can mould, as clay-figures

are modelled in a single day, the defender of

the truth, who is to take his stand with Angels,

and give glory with Archangels, and cause the

sacrifice to ascend to the altar on high, and

share the priesthood of Christ, and renew the

creature, and set forth the image, and create

inhabitants for the world above, aye and, great-

est of all, be God, and make others to be God ?

74. I know Whose ministers we are, and

where we are placed, and whither we are

guides. I know the height of God, and the

weakness of man, and, on the contrary, his

power. Heaven is high, and the earth deep ;
^

and who of those who have been cast down by

sin shall ascend ? '' Who that is as yet surrounded

by the gloom here below, and by the grossness

of the flesh can purely gaze with his whole

mind upon that whole mind, and amid unstable

and visible things hold intercourse with the

stable and invisible ? For hardly may one of

those who have been most specially purged, be-

hold here even an image of the Good, as men
see the sun in the water. Who hath measured

the water with his hand, and the heaven with

a span, and the whole earth in a measure ?

Who hath weighed the mountains in scales, and

the hills in a balance ? ^ What is the place of

his rest ? ' and to whom shall he be likened ?
"

75. Who is it. Who made all things by His

Word,^ and formed man by His Wisdom, and

gathered into one things scattered abroad, and

mingled dust with spirit, and compounded an

animal visible and invisible, temporal and im-

mortal, earthly and heavenly, able to attain to

God but not to GQXQpreh««d Him, drawing

near and yet afar off. I said, I will be wise,

says Solomon, but she (i.e. Wisdom) was far

from me beyond what is :
" and. Verily, he that

increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow.^ For

the joy of what we have discovered is no

greater than the pain of what escapes us ; a

pain, I imagine, like that felt by those who are

dragged, while yet thirsty, from the water, or

are unable to retain what they think they hold,

or are suddenly left in the dark by a flash of

lightning.

76. This depressed and kept me humble,

and persuaded me that it was better to hear

the voice of praise v than to be an expounder

of truths beyond my power ; the majesty, and

the height, and the dignity, and the pure

natures scarce able to contain the bright-

ness of God, Whom the deep covers. Whose
secret place is darkness,^ since He is the purest

light,* which most men caniwtapproach unto;

Who is in all this universe, and again is

beyond the universe ; Who is all goodness,^ and

beyond all goodness ; Who enlightens the mind,

and escapes the quickness and height of the

mind, ever retiring as much as He is appre-

hended, and by His flight and stealing away

when grasped, withdrawing to the things above

one who is enamoured of Him.

77. Such and so great is the object of our

longing >eal, and such a man should he be,

who prepares and conducts souls to their es-

pousals. For myself, I feared to be cast,

/bound hand and foot,'' from the bride-chamber,
'' for not having on a wedding-garment, and for

having rashly intruded among tho^tsi^vho there

sit at meat. And yet I had been invited from

my youth, if I may speak of what most men
know not, and had been cast upon Him from

the womb,^ and presented by the promise ofmy
mother, afterwards confirmed in the hour of

danger : and my longing grew up with it, and

my reason agreed to it, and I gave as an offer-

ing my all to Him Who had won me and

saved me, my property, my fame, my healtli,

my very words, from which I only gained the

advantage of being able to despise them, and

of having something in comparison of which I

preferred Christ. And the words of God were

made sweet as honeycombs' to me, and I cried

after knowledge and lifted up my voice for

wisdom." There was moreover the moderation

of anger, the curbing of the tongue, the re-

I

a. S. Luke viii. 6.

6 Kcclcs. X. 16.

n Ps. xxiv. 3.

K lb, xl. i£

/3 S. Matt. xiii. 5. y lb. vii. 26.
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o Eccles. vii. 24.
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straint of the eyes, the discipHne of the

and the trampHng under foot of the glory

which clings to the earth. I speak fooHshly,"

but it shall be said, in these pursuits I was^

perhaps not inferior to many.

78. One branch of philosophy is, however,

221

too high for me, the commission to guide and

govern souls—and before I have rightly learned

to submit to a shepherd, or have had my soul

duly cleansed, the charge of caring for a flock :

especially in times like these, when a man,

seeing everyone else rushing hither and thither

in confusion, is content to flee from the melee

and escape, in sheltered retirement, from the

storm and gloom of the wicked one : when
the members are at war with one another, and

the slight remains of love, which once ex-

isted, have departed, and priest is a mere empty
name, since, as it is said, contempt^ has been

poured upon princes, v

79. Would that it were merely empty ! And
now may their blasphemy fall upon the head of

the ungodly ! All fear has been banished from

souls, shamelessness has taken its place, and
knowledge* and the deep things of the Spirit^

are at the disposal of anyone who will ; and we
all become pious by simply condemning the

impiety of others ; and we claim the services of

ungodly judges,^ and fling that which is holy to

the dogs, and cast pearls before swine,'' by pub-

lishing divine things in the hearing of profane

souls, and, wretches that we are, carefully ful-

fil the prayers of our enemies, and are not

ashamed to go a whoring with our own inven-

tions. * Moabites and Ammonites, who were

not permitted even to enter the Church of the

Lord,' frequent our most holy rites. We have

opened to all not the gates of righteousness,"

but, doors of railing and partizan arrogance
;

and the first place among us is given, not to

one who in the fear of-God refrains from even

an idle word, but to him who can revile his

neighbour most fluently, whether explicitly, or

by covert allusion ; who rolls beneath his

tongue mischief and iniquity, or to speak more
accurately, the poison of asps. '^

80. We observe each other's sins, not to

bewail them, but to make them subjects of

reproach, not to heal them, but to aggravate

them, and excuse our own evil deeds by the

wounds of our neighbours. Bad and good men
are distinguished not according to .personal

o 2 Cor. xi. 23. /3 Ps. cvii. 40.
•y Princes, ap\0VTai. i.e. The office of the priesthood, which is

one of dignity, has been brought into contempt Ijy the unworthiness
of those ordained to it, who have, by their want of the virtues re-

quisite for their office, made it an empty name—and, not only so,

but have been actively vicious.

6 Kiiomletige, &c. cf. the ironical passage, §§ 49, 50.

t I Cor. ii. 10, ^ lb. vi. i. 7. ij S. Matt. vii. 6. 9 Ps. cvi. 39.

t Dciit. xxiii. 3. K Ps. cxviii. 19. \ lb. x. 7. cxl. 3.
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character, but by their disagreement or friend-

ship with ourselves. We praise one day what

we revile the next, denunciation at the hands

of others is a i)assi)ort to our admiration ; so

magnanimous are we in our viciousness, that

everything is frankly forgiven to imi)iety.

81. Everything has reverted to the origi-

nal state of things* before the world, with its

present fair order and form, came into being.

The general confusion and irregularity cry for

some organising hand and power. Or, if you

will, it is like a battle at night by the faint

light of the moon, when none can discern the

faces of friends or foes ; or like a sea fight on

the surge, with the driving winds, and boiling

foam, and dashing waves, and crashing vessels,

with the thrusts of poles, the pipes of boat-

swains, the groans of the fallen, while we make
our voices heard above the din, and not know-

ing what to do, and having, alas ! no oppor-

tunity for showing our valour, assail one an-

other, and fall by one another's hands.

82. Nor indeed is there any distinction be-

tween the state of the people and that of the

priesthood : but it seems to me to be a simple

fulfilment of the ancient curse, "As with the

people so with the priest." ^ Nor again are the

great and eminent men affected otherwise than

the majority ; nay, they are openly at war with

the priests, and their piety is an aid to their

powers of persuasion. And indeed, provided

that it be on behalf of the faith, and of the

highest and most important questions, let them
be thus disposed, and I blame them not ; nay,

to say the truth, I go so far as to praise and
congratulate them. Yea ! would that I were

one of those who contend and incur hatred for

the truth's sake : or rather, I can boast of being

one of them. For better is a laudable war

than a peace which severs a man from God

:

and therefore it is that the Spirit arms the

gentle warrior, as one who is able to wage war

in a good cause.

83. But at the present time there are some
who go to war even about small matters and to

no purpose, and, with great ignorance and auda-

city, accept, as an associate in their ill-doing,

anyone whoever he may be. Then every-

one makes the faith his pretext, and this ven-

erable name is dragged into their private quar-

rels. Consequently, as was i)robable, we are

hated, even among the Gentiles, and, whai is

harder still, we cannot say that this is with-

,out just cause. Nay, even the best of our

;own people are scandalized, while this result

lis not surprising in the case of the multitude.

\

a Gen. P Isai. xxiv. 2 ; Hos. iv. 9.
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who are ill-disposed to accept anything that

is good.

84. Sinners are planning upon our backs ;
"

and what we devise against each other, they

turn against us all : and we have become a new
spectacle, not to angels and mcn,^ as says I'anl,

that bravest of athletes, in his contest with prin-

cipalities and powers, V but to almost all wicked

men, and at every time and place, in the pub-

lic squares, at carousals, at festivities, and times

of sorrow. Nay, we have already—I can

scarcely speak of it without tears—been repre-

sented on the stage, amid the laughter of the

most licentious, and the most popular of all

dialogues and scenes is the caricature of a Chris-

tian. >rt.judhA-''

85. These are the results of our intestine

warfare, and our extreme readiness to strive

about goodness and gentleness, and our inex-

pedient excess of love for God. Wrestling,

or any other athletic contest, is only permitted

according to fixed laws, and the man will be

shouted down and disgraced, and lose the vic-

tory, who breaks the laws of wrestling, or acts

unfairly in any other contest, contrary to the

rules laid down for the contest, however able

and skilful he may be ; and shall anyone con-

tend for Christ in an unchristlike manner, and
yet be pleasing to peace for having fought un-

lawfiiUy in her name.

86. Yea, even now, when Christ is invoked,

the devils tremble,^ and not even by our ill-

doing has the power of this Name been ex-

tinguished, while we are not ashamed to insult

a cause and name so venerable ; shouting it,

and having it shouted in return, almost in

public, and every day ; for My Name is blas-

phemed among the Gentiles because of you.*

87. Of external warfare I am not afraid,

nor of that wild beast, and fulness of evil,

who has now arisen against the churches,

though he may threaten fire, sword, wild

beasts, precipices, chasms ; though he may
show himself more inhuman than all previous

madmen, and discover fresh tortures of greater

severity. I have one remedy for them all,

one road to victory ; I will glory in Christ^

—

namely, death for Christ's sake.

88. For .tn^ own warfare, however, I am at

a loss what course to pursue, what alliance,

wliat word of wisdom, what grace to devise,

with what panoply to arm myself, against the

wiles of the wicked one.'' What Moses is to

conc|ucr him by stretching out his hands upon
the mount, ^ in order that the cross, thus typi-

o I's. cxxix. 3 (I,XX.). p I Cor. iv. 9. y Eph. \i. 12.

S S.James ii. ly. e Isai. lii. 5 ; Kom. ii. 24.

f Phil. ill. 3. >) l',ph. vi, II. Exod. x\ii. 11.

fied and prefigured, may prevail ? What
Joshua, as his successor, arrayed alongside the

Captain of the Lord's hosts ? " What David,

either by harping, or fighting with his sling,^

and girded by God with strength unto the

battle,'*' and with his fingers trained to war?^
What Samuel, praying* and sacrificing for the

people, and anointing as king one who can

gain the victory ? What Jeremiah, by writ-

ing lamentations for Israel, is fitly to lament

these things?

89. Who will cry aloud. Spare Thy People,

Lord, and give not Thine heritage to re-

proach, that the nations should rule over

them?^ What Noah, and Job,*) and Daniel,

who are reckoned together as men of prayer,

will pray for us, that we may have a slight res-

pite from warfare, and recover ourselves, and
recognize one another for a while, and no
longer, instead of united Israel, be Judah^ and
Israel, Rehoboam and Jeroboam, Jerusalem

and Samaria, in turn delivered up because of

our sins, and in turn lamented.

90. For I own that I am too weak for this

warfare, and therefore turned my back, hiding

my face in the rout, and sat solitary,' because

1 was filled with bitterness " and sought to be

silent, understanding that it is an evil time,^

that the beloved had kicked,** that we were

become backsliding children," who are the

luxuriant vine,^ the true vine, all fruitful, all

beautiful, ° springing up splendidly with show-

ers from on high.'^ For the diadem of beauty, p

the signet of glory, <^ the crown of magnifi-

cence ^ has been changed for me into shame

;

and if anyone, in face of these things, is daring

and courageous, he has my blessing on his dar-

ing and courage.

91. I have said nothing yet of the internal

warfare within ourselves, and in our passions,

in which we are engaged night and day against

the body of our humiliation," either secretly

or openly, and against the tide which tosses and

whirls us hither and thither, by the aid of our

senses and other sources of the pleasures of this

life; and against the miry clay* in which we
have been fixed ; and against the law of sin,x

which wars against the law of the spirit, and
strives to destroy the royal image in us, and
all the divine emanation which has been be-

stowed upon us ; so that it is difficult for any-

one, either by a long course of philosophic

a Josh. V. 14. j3 I Sam. xvi. 16 ; xvii. 49. y Ps. xviii. 39.
S lb. cxliv. I. e i Sam. vii. 5. b Joel ii- 17.

.

r) Ezck. xiv. 14, 20. Judah. etc.. cf. Orat. vi. 7 ; xxxii. 4.

I Lam. iii. 28. k lb. iii. 19. A Mic. ii. 3.

m Dciit. xxxii. 15. i* Jer. iii. 14. f Hos. x. i.

o Jer. ii. 21 : x. lO. it Ps. Ixv. 10. p Isai. Ixii. 3.

(T Ezek. xxviii. 12. t lb. xxiii. 42. v Phil. iii. 21.

Ps. xl. 2 ; Ixix. 2. X Rom. vii. 23.
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training, and gradual separation of the noble

and enlightened part of the soul from that

which is debased and yoked with darkness, or
|

by the mercy of God, or by both together, and

by a constant practice of looking upward, to
|

overcome the dei)ressing power of matter.

And before a man has, as far as possible,

gained this superiority, and sufficiently puri-

fied his mind, and far surpassed his fellows in

nearness to God, I do not think it safe for

him to be entrusted with the rule over souls,

or the office of mediator (for such, I take it, a

priest is) between God and man.

92. What is it that has induced this fear

in me, that, instead of supposing me to be

needlessly afraid, you may highly commend
my foresight? I hear from Moses himself,

when God spake to him, that, although many
were bidden to come to the mount, one of

whom was even Aaron, with his two sons who
were priests, and seventy elders of the senate,

the rest were ordered to worship afar off, and

Moses alone to draw near, and the people

were not to go up with him." For it is not

everyone who may draw near to God, but

only one who, like Moses, can bear the glory

of God. Moreover, before this, when the law

was first given, the trumpet-blasts, and light-

nings, and thunders, and darkness, and the

smoke of the whole mountain,^ and the terrible

threats that if even a beast touched the moun-

tain it should be stoned, v and other like alarms,

. kept back the rest of the people, for whom it

was a great privilege, after careful purification,

merely to hear the voice of God. But Moses

actually went up and entered into the cloud,*

and was charged with the law, and received

the tables, which belong, for the multitude, to

the letter, but, for those who are above the

multitude, to the spirit.*

93. I hear again that Nadab and Abihu,

for having merely offered incense with strange

fire, were with strange fire destroyed,^ the in-

strument of their impiety being used for their

punishment, and their destruction following

at the very time and place of their sacrilege
;

and not even their father Aaron, who was

next to Moses in the favor of God, could save

them. I know also of Eli the priest, and a

little later of Uzzah, the former made to pay

the penalty for his sons' transgression, in dar-

ing to violate the sacrifices by an untimely

exaction of the first fruits of the cauldrons, al-

though he did not condone their impiety, but

frequently rebuked them ;
•» the other, because

o Kxod. xxiv. I, 2. ^ lb. xix. if<.

y Heb. xii. i8. 5 Kxod. xxiv. 15, 18. t 2 Cor. iii. 6, 7.

i'Lev. X. I. >) I Sam. ii. 12, 13, 23.

he only touched the ark, which was being

thrown off the cart by the ox," and though he

saved it, was him.self destroyed, in God's

jealousy for the reverence due to the ark.

94. 1 know also that not even bodily blem-

ishes in either priests f* or victims v passed

without notice, but that it was required by the

law that perfect sacrifices must be offered by

l)erfect men—a symbol, I take it, of integrity

of soul. It was not lawful for everyone to

touch the priestly vesture, or any of the holy

vessels ; nor might the sacrifices themselves be

consumed except by the proper i)ersons, and

at the proper time and place ; * nor might the

anointing oil nor the compounded incense* be

imitated ; nor might anyone enter the temple

who was not in the most minute particular

pure in both soul and body ; so far was the

Holy of holies removed from presumptuous

access, that it might be entered by one man
only once a year ;

^ so far were the veil, and

the mercy-seat, and the ark, and the Cheru-

bim, from the general gaze and touch.

95. Since then I knew these things, and that

no one is worthy of the mightiness of God,

and the sacrifice, and priesthood, who has

not first presented himself to God, a living,

holy sacrifice, and set forth the reasonable,

well-pleasing service, "f and sacrificed to God
the sacrifice of praise and the contrite spirit,^

which is the only sacrifice required of us by
'the Giver of all ; how could I dare to offer to

Him the external sacrifice, the antitype of the

great mysteries,' or clothe myself with the

garb and name of priest, before my hands

had been consecrated by holy works ; before

my eyes had been accustomed to gaze safely

upon created things, with wonder only for the

Creator, and without injury to the creature
;

before my ear had been sufficiently opened to

the instruction of the Lord, and He had opened

mine ear to hear" without heaviness, and had

set a golden earring with precious sardius, tliat

is, a wise man's word in an obedient ear ;
^ be-

fore my mouth had been opened to draw in

the Spirit, »* and opened wide to be filled ** with

the spirit of speaking mysteries and doctrines ;
^

and my lips bound," to use the words of wis-

dom, by divine knowledge, and, as I would

add, loosed in due season : before my tongue

had been filled with exultation, and become

an instrument of Divine melody, awaking

2 S.im. vi. fi. (5 I.cv. xxi. 17. y lb. xxii. 19.

S lb. viii. 31. « l^xoil. XXX. 33, 38.

^ I.cv. xvi. 34 ; Hub. ix. 7. t) Rom. xii. i. 6 Ps. I. ij.

1 Tltf great mysteries, i c, the Sacrifici.il Death of Christ iij)'.:!

the Cross.
K Is.ii. 1. 4 ; vi. 10. A Prov. xxv. 12. /n Ps. cxix. 131.

V lb. Ixxxi. 10. f I Cor. xiv. 2. o Prov. xv. 7 (LXX.).
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with glory, awaking right early," and labor-

ing till it cleave to my jaws : ^ before my feet

had been set upon the rock,v made like hart's

feet, and my footsteps directed in a godly

fashion so that they should not well-nigh slip,*

nor slip at all ; before all my members had

become instruments of righteousness,* and all

mortality had been put off, and swallowed up

of life,^ and had yielded to the Spirit?

96. Who is the man, whose heart has never

been made to burn,'' as the Scriptures have

been opened to him, with the pure words of

God which have been tried in a furnace ;
^ who

has not, by a triple ' inscription " of them upon

the breadth of his heart, attained the mind of

Christ ;
^ nor been admitted to the treasures

which to most men remain hidden, secret, and

dark, to gaze upon the riches therein,*^ and

become able to enrich others, comparing spir-

itual things with spiritual."

9 7 . Who is the man who has never beheld, as

our duty is to behold it, the fair beauty of the

Lord, nor has visited His temple,^ or rather,

become the temple of God,° and the habitation

of Christ in the Spirit ? ^ Who is the man who
has never recognized the correlation and dis-

tinction between figures and the truth, so that

by withdrawing from the former and cleaving

to the latter, and by thus escaping from the

oldness of the letter and serving the newness

of the spirit, P he may clean pass over to grace

from the law, which finds its spiritual fulfil-

ment in the dissolution of the body.<^

98. Who is the man who has never, by ex-

perience and contemplation, traversed the en-

tire series of the titles "^ and powers of Christ,

both those more lofty ones which originally

were His, and those more lowly ones which

He later assumed for our sake—viz.: God, the

Son, the Image, the Word, the Wisdom, the

Truth, the Light, the Life, the Power, the Va-

pour, the Emanation, the Effulgence, the Mak-

er, the King, the Head, the Law, the Way,
the Door, the Foundation, the Rock, the

Pearl, the Peace, the Righteousness, the Sanc-

tification, the Redemption, the Man, the Ser-

vant, the Shepherd, the Lamb, the High Priest,

the Victim, the Firstborn before creation, the

Firstborn from the dead, the Resurrection :

who is the man who hearkens, but pays no

a Ps. Ivii. 9. P lb. cxxxvii. 6. y lb. xviii. 33 ; xl. 3.

S l\>. Ixxiii. 2. e Rom. vi. 13. f 2 Cor. v. 4.

1} S. Luke xxiv. 32. 6 Ps. xii. 7.

I Triple^ a quol.Ttion from Prov. -xxii. 20, The meaning of the

Hebrew is doubtful. Clemencet, not noticing this, suggests that

the allusion is to the law being twice inscribed on tables of stone,

once on the heart by the Spirit.

K Prov. xxii. 20 (LXX.). A i Cor. ii. 16. n Isai. xlv. 3.

V I Cor. ii. 13. f Ps. xxvii. 4. 02 Cor. vi. 16.

It Kph. ii. 22. p lb. vii. 6. <r Rom. vi. 6.

T Titles. 'I'hese arc more fully dealt with Oral. xxx. 17-21.

heed, to these names so pregnant with reality,

and has never yet held communion with, nor

been made partaker of, the Word, in any of

the real relations signified by each of these

names which He bears ?

99. Who, in fine, is the man who, although

he has never applied himself to, nor learnt to

speak, the hidden wisdom of God in a mys-

tery," although he is still a babe, still fed with

milk,^ still of tho.se who are not numbered in

Israel,V nor enrolled in the army of God, al-

though he is not yet able to take up the Cross

of Christ like a man, although he is possibly

not yet one of the more honorable members,

yet will joyfully and eagerly accept his appoint-

ment as head of the fulness ^rChrist ? * No one,

if he will listen to my judgment and accept

my advice ! This is of all things most to be

feared, this is the extremest of dangers in the

eyes of everyone who understands the magni-

tude of success, the utter ruin of failure.

100. Let others sail for merchandise, I used

to say, and cross the wide oceans, and constantly

contend with winds and waves, to gain great

wealth, if so it should chance, and run great

risks in their eagerness for sailing and mer-

chandise ; but, for my part, I greatly preftr

to stay ashore and plough a short but pleasant

furrow, saluting at a respectful distance the sea

and its gains, to live as best I can upon a poor

and scanty store of barley-bread, and drag my
,

life along in safety and calm, rather than ex;^

pose myself to so long and great a risk for the

sake of great gains.

10 1. For one in high estate, if he fail to

make further progress and to disseminate virtue

still more widely, and contents himself with

slight results, incurs punishment, as having

spent a great light upon the illumination of a

little house, or girt round the limbs of a boy
the full armor of a man. On the contrary, a

man of low estate may with safety assume a

light burden, and escape the risk of the ridi-

cule and increased danger which would attend

him if he attempted a task beyond his powers.

For, as we have heard, it is not seemly for a

man to build a tower, unless he has sufficient

to finish it.* " - i-

102. Such is the defence which I have been

able to make, perhaps at immoderate length,

for my flight. Such are the reasons which, to

my pain and possibly to yours, carried me
away from you, my friends and brothers; yet,

as it seemed to me at the time, with irresistible

force. My longing after you, and the sense

of your longing for me, have, more than any-

a I Cor. ii. 17.

6 Kph. i. 23

/3 lb. iii. 2. V Numb. i. 3.

e S. I.uke xiv. 28./
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thing else, led to my return, for nothing in-

clines us so strongly to love as mutual affec-

tion.

^ 103. In the next place there was my care, my
duty, the hoar hairs and weakness of my holy

parents, who were more greatly distressed on

my account than by their advanced age—of

this Patriarch Abraham whose person is hon-

ored by me, and numbered among the angels,

and of Sarah, who travailed in my spiritual

birth by instructing me in the truth. Now, I

had specially pledged mj-self to become the

stay of their old age and the support of their

weakness, a pledge which, to the best of my
j)o\ver, I have fulfilled, even at the expense of

philosophy itself, the most precious of posses-

sions and titles to me ; or, to speak more truly,

although I made it the first object of my phil-

osophy to appear to be no philosopher, I could

not bear that my labor in consequence of a

single purpose should be Avasted, nor yet that

that blessing should be lost, which one of the

saints of old is said to have stolen from his

father, whom he deceived by the food which

he offered to him, and the hairy appearance

he assumed, thus attaining a good object by
disgraceful trickery." These are the two causes

of my submission and tractability. Nor is it,

perchance, unreasonable that my arguments

shourd yield and submit to them both, for

there is a time to be conquered, as I also think

there is for every purpose, ^ and it is better to

be honorably overcome than to win a danger-

ous and lawless victory.

104. There is a third reason of the highest

importance which I will further mention, and
then dismiss the rest. I remembered the da)"S

of old,'!' and, recurring to one of the ancient

histories, drew counsel for myself therefrom as

to my present conduct ; for let us not suppose

these events to have been recorded without a

purpose, nor that they are a mere assemblage

of words ancl deeds gathered together for the

pastime of those who listen to them, as a kind

of bait for the ears, for the sole purpose of

giving pleasure. Let us leave such jesting to

the legends and the Greeks, who think but

little of the truth, and enchant ear and mind
by the charm of their fictions and the dainti-

ness of their style.

105. We however, who extend the accuracy
of tfhe Spirit to the merest stroke and tittle,* will

never admit the impious assertion that even
the smallest matters were dealt with haphazard
by those who have recorded them, and have
thus been borne in mind down to the present

day : on the contrary, their purpose has been

to supply memorials and instructions for our

consideration under similar circumstances,

should such befall us, and that the examples

of the past might serve as rules and models,

for our warning and imitation.

106. What then is the story, and wherein lies

its application ? For, perhaps, it would not

be amiss to relate it, for the general security.

Jonah also was fleeing from the face of Ciod,"

or rather, thought that he was fieeing : but he

was overtaken by the sea, and the storm, and
the lot, and the whale's belly, and the three

days' entombment, the type of a greater mys-

tery. He fled from having to announce the

dread and awful message to the Ninevites,

and from being subsequently, if the city was
saved by repentance, convicted of falsehood :

not that he was displeased at the salvation of

the wicked, but he was ashamed of being

made an instrument of falsehood, and exceed-

ingly zealous for the credit of prophecy, which
was in danger of being destroyed in his per-

son, since most men are unable to penetrate

the depth of the Divine dispensation in such

cases.

107. But, as I have learned from a man^
skilled in these subjects, and able to grasp the

depth of the prophet, by means of a reasonable

explanation of what seems unreasonable in the

history, it was not this which caused Jonah
to flee, and carried him to Joppa and again

from Joppa to Tarshish, when he entrusted his

stolen self to the sea : y for it was not likely

that such a prophet should be ignorant of the

design of God, viz., to bring about, by means
of the threat, the escape of the Ninevites from

the threatened doom, according to His great

wisdom, and unsearchable judgments, and ac-

cording to His ways which are beyond our

tracing and finding out ; * nor that, if he knew
this he would refuse to co-operate with God
in the use of the means which He designed

for their salvation. Besides, to imagine that

Jonah hoped to hide himself at sea, and escape

by his flight the great eye of God, is surely

utterly absurd and stupid, and uuAvorthy of

credit, not only in the case of a prophet, but

a (jcn. xxvii. 21, sq.

y I's. cxliii, 5.

P Kcclcs. iii. 1.

{ S, Malt. V. i8.

a Jonah i. 3.

p ^l tnan. A Greek scholiast says tliat this was Orifren (<ib.

A.IJ. 235), who gives tliis interpretation in his commentary on tlie

prophecy of Jonah. Klias says that lie liad read it in the commen-
tary of Methodins (fl. A.D. 300), who usually combats Origen's in-

terpretations. We know that Origen did comment on the book of

Job, and that Methodius wrote on one at least of (he Minor Proph-
ets : but both these works have been lost, so that we cannot
absolutely decide the question, thougli the assurance with which
both the notes arc written makes us hesitate to consider either of

them merely a happy guess. Combcfis thinks thatS. Greg,
alhides to one of his own instructors : the gen. with dftduio (cf.

Plato, Gorg., 503, c.) favours this view, but the interpretation may
well have been derived from one of the earlier writers.

y Jon.ih i. 3. 6 Kom, xi. 33.
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even in the case of any sensible man, who has

only a slight perception of God, Whose power
is over all.

1 08. On the contrary, as my instructor said,

and as I am myself convinced, Jonah knew
better than any one the purpose of his message

to the Ninevites, and that, in planning his

flight, although he changed his place, he did

not escape from God. Nor is this possible

for any one else, either by concealing himself

in the bosom of the earth, or in the depths of

the sea, or by soaring on wings, if there be

any means of doing so, and rising into the

air, or by abiding in the lowest depths of hell,"

or by enveloping himself in a thick cloud,

or by any other of the many devices for en-

suring escape. For God alone of all things

cannot be escaped from or contended with

;

if He wills to seize and bring them under His

hand, He outstrips the swift. He outwits the

wise. He overthrows the strong. He abases

the lofty. He subdues rashness, He represses

power.

109. Jonah then was not ignorant of the

mighty hand of God, with which he threatened

other men, nor did he imagine that he could

utterly escape the Divine power ; this we are

not to believe : but Avhen he saw the falling

away of Israel, and perceived the passing over of

the grace of prophecy to the Gentiles—this was
the cause of his retirement from preaching and
of his delay in fulfilling the command ; accord-

ingly he left the watchtower of joy, for this is

the meaning of Joppa in Hebrew, I mean his

former dignity and reputation, and flung him-
self into the deep of sorrow : and hence he is

tempest-tossed, and falls asleep, and is wrecked,
and aroused from sleep, and taken by lot, and
confesses his flight, and is cast into sea, and
swallowed, but not destroyed, by the whale

;

but there he calls upon God, and, marvellous

as it is, on the third day he, like Christ, is

delivered : but my treatment of this topic must
stand over, and shall shortly, if God permit,

be more deliberately worked out.^

1 10. Now however, to return to my original

point, the thought and question occurred to

me, that although he might possibly meet with
some indulgence, if reluctant to prophesy, for

the cause which I mentioned—yet, in my own
case, what could be said, what defence could

be made, if I longer remained restive, and re-'

jected the yoke of ministry, which, though I

know not whether to call it light or heavy,

had at any rate been laid upon me.

a Ps. cxxxix. 8 ct scq.

^ Sliall he li'orKedout. This promise, as Elias ti;lis us, was
fulfilled by S. Gregory in Ilia History of E/ukiul the I'rophct, a
work no longer extant.

111. For if it be granted, and this alone can

be strongly asserted in such matters, that we
are far too low to perform the priest's office

before God, and that we can only be worthy

of the sanctuary after we have become worthy J*!,"
of the Church,* and worthy of the yof>t of j*te- *^
-ftideat, after being worthy of the sanctuary, yet

some one else may perhaps refuse to acquit us

on the charge of disobedience. . Now terrible

are the threatenings against disobedience, and
terrible are the penalties which en.sue upon
it ; as indeed are those on the other side, if,

instead of being reluctant, and shrinking back,

and concealing ourselves as Saul did among
his father's stuffs—although called to rule but

for a short time—if, I say, we come forward

readily, as though to a slight and most easy

task, whereas it is not safe even to resign it,

nor to amend by second thoughts our first.

112. On this account I had much toilsome

consideration to discover my duty, being set

in the midst betwixt two fears, of which the
' one held me back, the other urged me on.

For a long while I was at a loss between them,

and after wavering from side to side, and, like a

current driven by inconstant winds, inclining

first in this direction, then in that, I at last

yielded to the stronger, and the fear of diso-

bedience overcame me, and has carried me off.

Pray, mark how accurately and justly I hold

the balance between the fears, neither desiring

an office not given to me, nor rejecting it when
given. The one course marks the rash, the I

other the disobedient, both the undisciplined.

My position lies between those who are too

bold, or too timid ; more timid than those who
rush at every position, more bold than those

who avoid them all. This is my judgment on
the matter.

113. Moreover, to distinguish still more
clearly between them, we have, against the fear

of office, a possible help in the law of obedience,

inasmuch as God in His goodness rewards our

faith, and makes a perfect ruler of the man
who has confidence in Him, and places all

his hopes in Him \ but against the danger

of disobedience I know of nothing which
can help us, and of no ground to en-

courage our confidence. For it is to be feared

that we shall have to hear these ^Nords con-

oJ^

cerning those who have been entrusted to us :

1 1 will require their souls at your hands ; >

a 0/ the Church. S. Gregory seems to describe a scries of

three steps, (i) the Church, of which all should be worthy mem-
bers, (2) the Sanctuary, reserved for the Priests, {3) the Throne
of the l?ishop. Clemencet refers both i and 2 to the ministr)-.

If we suppose S. Gregory's own position to be referred to, the

third would be applicable to his ofllce under his father, which
is held by Thomassin to have been that of Vicar-General (Pise.

Kccles., I., ii., 7 §§ 2, 3). A similar post was offered to him by S,

15asU (Oral.) xltii., 39). /3 i bam; .\, 22. y Ezek. iii, iS.
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and, Because ye have rejected me, and not

been leaders and rulers of my people, I also

will reject you, that I should not be king over

you ;
<* and. As ye. refused to hearken to My

voice, and turned a stubborn back, and were

disobedient, so shall it be when ye call upon

Me, and I will not regard nor give ear to your

prayer.^ God forbid that these words should

come to us from the just Judge, for when we
sing of His mercy we must also by all means
sing of His judgment.

v

114. I resort once again to history, and on
considering the men of best repute in ancient

da)-s, who were ever preferred by grace to the

office of niler or prophet, I discover that some
readily complied with the call, others depre-

cated the gift, and that neither those who drew
back were blamed for timidity, nor those who
came forward for eagerness. The former stood

in awe of the greatness of the ministry, the

latter trustfully obeyed Him Who called them.

Aaron was eager, but Moses resisted,^ Isaiah

readily submitted, but Jeremiah was afraid of

his youth,* and did not venture to prophesy

until he had received from God a promise and
power beyond his years.

^

115. By these arguments I charmed myself,

and by degrees my soul relaxed and became
ductile, like iron, and time came to the aid of

my argtmients, and the testimonies of God, to

which I had entrusted my whole life, were my
counsellors.'' Therefore I was not rebellious,

neither turned away back,^ saith my Lord,

when, instead of being called to rule. He was

led, as a sheep to the slaughter ;
' but I fell down

and humbled myself under the mighty hand of

God," and asked pardon for my former idle-

ness and disobedience, if this is at all laid to

my charge. I held my peace,^ but I will not

hold my peace for ever : I w'ithdrew for a

little while,'* till I had considered myself and
consoled my grief: but now I am commis-
sioned to exalt Him in the congregation of

the people, and praise Him in the seat of

the elders." If my former conduct deservedi

blame, my present action merits pardon. f

116. What further need is there of words.

Here am I, my pastors and fellow-pastors, here

am I, thou holy flock, worthy of Christ, the

Chief Shepherd,^ here am I, my father, ut-

terly vanquished, and your subject accord-

ing to the laws of Christ rather than accord-

ing to those of the land :° here is my obedi-

a I Sam. xv. 26 ;

V Ps. ci. I.

f Jcr. i. 6.

( lb. liii. 7.

;x lb. xxvi. 20.

cf. Hos. iv. 6.

S Kxi^l. iv. 10, 13.

Jj I's. cxix. 24.
K I Pet V. 6.

v Ps. cvii. 3?.

/3 Zcch. vii. II, 13.

27. e I<;ni. vi. R.

e I.sai. I. 6.

A Isai. xlii. 14.

f I Pet. V. 4.

o O/t/ie laud, lit., " external,'' i.e.. tlie Roman kws, which gave
absolute power to a father over his children.

cnce, rev,-arJ it with vo'.ir blcssinr^-. Lead me
with your prayers, guide me with your words,

I establish me with your spirit. The blessing

of the father establisheth the houses of chil-

' dren,« and would that both I and this spiritual

I

house may be established, the house which I

j

have longed for, which I pray may be my rest

f

for ever,^ when I have been passed on from
the church here to the church yonder, the

general assembly of the firstborn, who are

written in heaven.

v

117. Such is my defence : its reasonableness

I have set forth : and may the God of peace,*
I \\' ho made both one,* and has restored us to
• each other, Who setteth kings upon thrones,

j

and raiseth up the poor out of the dust and
lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, ^ Who
chose Ua\id His .servant and took him away

I

from the sheepfolds,'' though he was the least

and youngest of the sons of Je.s.se,^ Who gave
' the word ' to those who preach the gospel with

j

great power for the perfection of the gosi>el,

j

—may He Himself hold me by my right

hand, and guide me with His counsel, and

i

receive me with glory," Who is a Shepherd^

\

to shepherds and a Guide to guides : that we
may feed His flock with knowledge,'* not with
the instruments of a foolish shepherd," accord-

ing to the blessing, and not according to the

curse pronounced against the men of former
days : may He give strength and power unto
his people,^ and Himself present to Himself"
His flock resplendent and spotless and worthy
of the fold on high, in the habitation of them
that rejoice," in the si)lendour of the saints,p so

that in His temple everyone, both flock and
shepherds together may say. Glory, °" in Christ

Jesus our Lord, to Whom be all glory for ever

and ever. Amen.

ORATION III.

To Those Who Had Invitkd Him, and
Not Come to Receive Him.

(About Easter A. D. 362.)

I. How slow you arc, my friends and breth-

ren, to come to listen to my words, though
you were so swift in tyrannizing over me, and
tearing me from my Citadel Solitude, whicli

I had embraced in preference to everything

o F.rrliis. iii. 9. Ps. cxxxii. i-). 14. 7 Ikl). xii. aj.

6 Hyl>. xiii iP. t Kpii. ii. 14. f I .S.ini. ii. 8 ; Ps. rxiii. 7.

1) Ps. Ixxviii. 70. I .S.11I1. xvii. 14. i Ps. Ixviil. 11.

K Ps. Ixxiii. 23, 24. A Kzck. xxxiv. 12. /ix Jcr. iii. 15.

V Zcch. xi. 15. I Ps. Ixviii. 35. o I'.ph. v. 27.

JT Ps. Ixxxvii. 7 (LXX,). p Ps, ex. 3 (LXX.). cr Ps. xxix. 9.
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else, and as coadjii tress and mother of the di-

vine ascent, and as deifying man," I had es-

pecially admired, and had set before me as

the guide of my whole life.^ How is it that,

now you have got it, you thus despise what
you so greatly desired to obtain, and seem
to be better able to desire the absent than to

enjoy the present ; as though you preferred

to possess my teaching rather than to profit

by it? Yes, I may even say this to you : "I
became a surfeit unto you before you tasted

of me, or gave me a trial
'

' y—which is most

strange.

II. And neither did you entertain me as a

guest, nor, if I may make a remark of a more
compassionate kind, did you allow yourselves

to be entertained by me, reverencing this com-
mand if nothing else ; nor did you take me
by the hand, as beginning a new task ; nor

encourage me in my timidity, nor console me
for the violence I had suffered ; but—I shrink

from saying it, though say it I must—you
made my festival no festival, and received

me with no happy introduction ; and you
mingled the solemn festival with sorrow, be-

cause it lacked that which most of all would
have contributed to its happiness, the presence

of you my conquerors, for it would not be true

to call you people who love me. So easily is

anything despLsed which is easily conquered,

and the proud receives attention, while he

who is humble before God is slighted.

III. What will ye? Shall I be judged by
you, or shall I be your judge? Shall I pass a

verdict, or receive one, for I hope to be ac-

quitted if I be judged, and if I give sentence,

to give it against you justly? The charge

against you is that you do not answer my
love with equal measure, nor do you repay

my obedience with honour, nor do you pledge

the future to me by your present alacrity

—

though even if you had, I could hardly have

believed it. But each of you has something

which he prefers to both the old and the new
Pastor, neither reverencing the grey hairs of

the one, nor calling out the youthful spirit of

the other.

IV. There is a Banquet in the Gospels,* and
a hospitable Host and friends ; and the Ban-

ciuet is most pleasant, for it is the marriage of

His Son. He calleth them, but they come
not : He is angry, and—I pass over the inter-

a S. Orcgory very freciucntly uses this very strong expres-

sion to bring out the reality and intimacy of the Christian's Union
with Christ as the result of the sanctifying grace by which all the

I'aptized are made "partakers of the Divine Nature" (2 Pet.

i. 4)-

/3 The passage might also be rendered " had preferred to

every other kind of life.

y Isa. i. 14. £ ti. Luke xiv. i£.

val for fear of bad omen—but, to speak

gently. He filleth the Banquet with others.

God forbid that this should be your case
;

but yet you have treated me (how shall I put

it gently?) with as much haughtiness or bold-

ness as they who after being called to a feast

rise up against it, and insult their host ; for

you, though you are not of the number of

those who are without, or are invited to the

marriage, but are yourselves those who invited

me, and bound me to the Holy Table, and
shewed me the glory of the Bridal Chamber,
then deserted me (this is the most splendid

thing about you)—one to his field, another to

his newly bought yoke of oxen, another to

his just-married wife, another to some other

trifling matter
;
you were all scattered and dis-

persed, caring little for the Bridechamber and
the Bridegroom."

V. On this account I was filled with des-

pondency and perplexity—for I will not keep

silence about what I have suffered—and I was
very near withholding the discourse which I

was minded to bestow as a Marriage-gift, the

most beautiful and precious of all I had ; and
I very nearly let it loose upon you, whom,
now that the violence had once been done to

me, I greatly longed for : for I thought I

could get from this a splendid theme, and be-

cause my love sharpened my tongue—love

which is very hot and ready for accusation

when it is stirred to jealousy by grief which it

conceives from some unexpected neglect. If

any of you has been pierced with love's sting,

and has felt himself neglected, he knows the

feeling, and will pardon one who so suffers,

because he himself has been near the same
frenzy.

VI. But it is not permitted to me at the

present time to say to you anything upbraid-

ing; and God forbid I ever should. And
even now perhaps I have reproached you
more than in due measure, the Sacred Flock,

the praise-worthy nurselings of Christ, the

Divine inheritance ; by which, O God, Thou
art rich, even wert Thou poor in all other

respects. To Thee, I think, are fitting those

words, " The lot is fallen unto Thee in a fair

ground : yea Thou hast the goodliest heri-

tage." ^ Nor will I allow that the most popu-
lous cities or the broadest flocks have any ad-

vantage over us, the little ones of the smallest

of all the tribes of Israel, of the least of the

thousands of Judah,v of the little Bethlehem
among cities,* where Christ was born and
is from the beginning well-known and wor-

a S. Matt. x\ii. to.

y I Sam. xxiii, 73.

P Ps. .\vi. 6.

£ Mic. v. 3.
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shipped ; amongst those whom the Father is

exalted, and the Son is held to be equal to

Him, and the Holy Ghost is glorified with

Them : we who are of one soul, who mind
the same thing, who in nothing injure the

Trinity, neither by i)referring One Person

above another, nor by cutting off any : as

those bad umpires and measurers of the God-
head do, who by magnifying One Person more
than is fit, diminish and insult the whole.

VII. But do ye also, if you bear me any good
will*—ye who are my husbandry, my vine-

yard, my own bowels, or rather His "Who is

our common Father, for in Christ he hath

begotten you through the Gospels"—shew to us

also some respect. It is only fair, since we
have honoured you above all else : ye are my
witnesses, ye, and they who have placed in

our hands this—shall I say Aiit/wi-ify, or Ser-

vice ? And if to him that loveth most most is

due, how shall I measure the love, for which I

have made you my debtors by my own love ?

Rather, shew respect for yourselves, and the

Image committed to your care,^ and Him Who
committed it, and the Sufferings of Christ,

and your hopes therefrom, holding fast the

faith which ye have received, and in which

ye were brought up, by which also ye are be-

ing saved, and trust to save others (for not

many, be well assured, can boast of what you
can), and reckoning piety to consist, not in

often .speaking about God, but in silence for

the most part, for the tongue is a dangerous

thing to men, if it be not governed by reason.

Believe that listening is alwaj-s less dangerous

than talking, just as learning about God is

more pleasant than teaching. Leave the

more accurate search into these questions to

those who are the Stewards of the Word
;

and for yourselves, worship a little in words,

but more by your actions, and rather by keep-

ing the Law than by admiring the Lawgiver
;

shew your love for Him by fleeing from

wickedness, pursuing after virtue, living in

the Spirit, walking in the Spirit, drawing

your knowledge from Him, building upon the

foundation of the faith, not wood or hay or

stubble, V weak materials and easily spent when
the fire shall try our works or destroy them

;

but gold, silver, precious stones, which re-

main and stand.

VIII. So may ye act, and so may ye honour
us, whether present or absent, whether taking

your part in our sermons, or preferring to do
something else : and may ye be the children of

a 1 Cor. iv. 15. I.e., the Elder {Iieprory.

j3 Gen, i. 27. y I Cor. iii. i:

God, pure and imblamable, in the midst of a

crooked and perverse generation :
°- and may

ye never be entangled in the snares of the

wicked that go round about, or bound with

the chain of your sins. INIay the Word in

you never be smothered with cares of this

life and so ye become imfruitful : but may
ye walk in the King's Highway, turning aside

neither to the right hand nor to the left, ^ i)ut

led by the Spirit through the strait gate.

Then all our affairs shall prosper, both now
and at the incjuest There, in Christ Jesus our

Lord, to Whom be the glory for ever. Amen.

ORATION VII.

Panegyric on his Brother S. Cesarius.

The date of this Oration is probably the

spring of A. D. 369. It is placed by S. Jerome
first among S. Gregory's Orations. C?esarius,

the Saint's younger brother, was born probably
about A.D. 330. Educated in his early years

at home, he studied later in the schools of

Alexandria, where he attained great profi-

ciency in mathematics, astronomy, and, espe-

cially, in medicine. On his return from
Alexandria, he was offered by the Emperor
Constantius, in response to a public petition, an
honourable and lucrative post at Byzantium,
but was prevailed upon by Gregory to return

with him to Nazianzus. After a while he
went back to Byzantium, and, on the accession

of Julian, was pressed to retain his appointment
at court, and did so, in spite of Gregory's
reproaches, until Julian, who had long been
trying to win him from Christianity, at last

invited him to a public discussion. Coesarius,

in spite of the specious arguments of the Em-
peror, gained the day, but, having now dis-

tinctly declared himself a Christian, could no
longer remain at court. On the death of

Julian, he was esteemed and promoted by suc-

cessive Emperors, until he received from Valens

the office of treasurer of Bithynia. The exact

character of this office and its rank are still

undecided by historical writers, some of whom
attribute to him other ofiices not mentioned
by S. Gregory, which most probably were
filled by a namesake. On the i ith of October
A.D. 368 the city of NicKa was almost entire-

ly destroyed by an earthquake and Caesarius

miraculously escaped with his life. Impressed

l)y his escape, he received Holy Baptism, and
formed plans for retiring from office and (as

a riiil. ii. 15. /3Niun. xxl. 22 ; Isa. xl. 3.
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it seems) devoting himself to a life of ascetic

discipline, which were dissipated by his early

and sudden death.

1. It may he, my friends, my brethren, my
fathers (ye who are dear to me in reality as

well as in name) that you think that I, who
am about to pay the sad tribute of lamenta-

tion to him who has departed, am eager to

undertake the task, and shall, as most men
delight to do, speak at great length and in

elocjuent style. And so some of you, who
have had like sorrows to bear, are prepared to

join in my mourning and lamentation, in

order to bewail your own griefs in mine, and

learn to feel pain at the afflictions of a friend,

while others are looking to feast their ears in

the enjoyment of my words. For they sup-

pose that I must needs make my misfortune

an occasion for display—as was once my wont,

when possessed of a suj^erabundance of earthly

things, and ambitious, above all, of oratorical

renown— before I looked up to Him Who is

the true and highest Word, and gave all up to

God, from Whom all things come, and took

God for all in all. Now pray do not think

this of me, if you wish to think of me aright.

For I am neither going to lament for him who
is gone more than is good—as I should not

approve of such conduct even in others—nor

am I going to praise him beyond due measure.

Albeit that language is a dear and especially

proper tribute to one gifted with it, and eulo-

gy to one who was exceedingly fond of my
words—aye, not only a tribute, but a debt, the

most just of all debts. But even in my tears

and admiration I must respect the law which
regards such matters : nor is this alien to our

philosophy ; for he says The memory of the

just is accompanied with eulogies, » and also,

Let tears fall down over the dead, and begin

to lament, as if thou hadst suffered great harm
thyself: '^ removing us equally from insensi-

bility and immoderation. I shall proceed

then, not only to exhibit the weakness of

human nature, but also to put you in mind
of the dignity of the soul, and, giving such

consolation as is due to those who are in sor-

sow, transfer our grief, from that Avhich con-

cerns the flesh and temporal things, to those

things which are spiritual and eternal.

2. The ]:)arents of Ca^sarius, to take first the

point which best becomes me, are known to

you all. Their excellence you are eager to

notice, and hear of with admiration, and share

in the task of setting it forth to any, if there

a Prov. X. 7 (LXX.). /3 E:clu6, x.vxvhi, iC.

be such, who know it not : for no single man
is able to do so entirely, and the task is one
beyond the powers of a single tongue, however
laborious, however zealous. Among the many
and great jjoints for which they are to be cele-

brated (I trust I may not seem extravagant in

praising my own family) the greatest of all,

which more than any other stamps their char-

acter, is piety. ]5y their hoar hairs they lay

claim to reverence, but they are no less vener-

able for their virtue than for their age ; for

while their bodies are bent beneath tlie bur-

den of their years, their souls renew their

youth in God.

3. His father" was well grafted out of the

wild olive tree into the good one, and so

far partook of its fatness as to be entrusted

with the engrafting of others, and charged with

the culture of souls, presiding in a manner be-

coming his high office over this people, like a

second Aaron or Moses, bidden himself to draw
near to God,^ and to convey the Divine Voice
to the others who stand afar off; y gentle, meek,
calm in mien,^ fervent in spirit, a fine man in

external appearance, but richer still in that

which is out of sight. But why should I de-

scribe him whom you know ? For I could not

even by speaking at great length say as mi.ch

as he deserves, or as much as each of you knows
and expects to be said of him. It is then bet-

ter to leave your own fancy to picture him,

than nuitilate by my words the object of your

admiration.

4. His mother^ was consecrated to God by
virtue of her descent from a saintly family,

and was possessed of piety as a necessary in-

heritance, not only for herself, but also for her

children—being indeed a holy lump from a

holy firstfruits. ^ And this she so far in-

creased and amplified that some, (bold though

the statement be, I will utter it,) have both

believed and said that even her husband's per-

fection has been the work of none other than

herself; and, oh how wonderful ! she herself,

as the reward of her piety, has received a

greater and more perfect piety. Lovers of

their children and of Christ as they both were,

what is most extraordinary, they were far

greater lovers of Christ than of their children :

yea, even their one enjoyment of their children

was that they should be acknowledged and
named by Christ, and their one measure of

their blessedness in their children was their

a Itisfiilhcr. S. Crcgorj' tlie elder. Cf. Orat. xviii., 5, 6,

12-20, 3-' 39. Also viii., 4, 5 ; xii., 2, 3 : xvi., 1-4, 20.

fi iCxoJ. xxiv. I, 2. V Kxod. xx. 19 ; Dcut. v. 27.

fi In mien. v. 1. "in disposition."'

« His mother. S, Nouna. Cf. Orat. xviii., 7-12, 30. 31, 42, 43,
Also viii. 4i j. ^ Kgin, .\i, i6i
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virtue and close association with the Chief

Good." Compassionate, sympathetic, snatch-

ing many a treasure from moths and robbers,^

and from the prince of this world, v to transfer

it from their sojourn here to the [true] hab-

itation, laying up in store ^ for their cliildrcn

the heavenly splendour as their greatest inher-

itance. Thus have they reached a fair old age,

etjually reverend both for virtue and for years,

and full of days, alike of those which abide

and those which pass away ; each one failing

to secure the first prize here below only so far

as equalled by the other
;

yea, they have ful-

filled the measure of every happiness with the

exception of this last trial, or discipline, which-

ever anyone may think we ought to call it ; I

mean their having to send before them the

child who was, owing to his age, in greater

danger of falling, and so to close their life in

safety, and be translated with all their family

to the realms above.

5. I have entered into these details, not

from a desire to eulogize them, for this, I know
well, it would be difficult worthily to do, if I

made their praise the subject of my whole ora-

tion, but to set forth the excellence inherited

from his parents by Csesarius, and so prevent

you from being surprised or incredulous, that

one sprung from such progenitors, should have

deserved such praises himself; nay, strange

indeed would it have been, had he looked to

others and disregarded the examples of his kins-

folk at home. His early life was such as becomes
those really well born and destined for a good
life. I say little of his qualities evident to all,

his beauty, his stature, his manifold graceful-

ness, and harmonious disposition, as shown in

the tones of his voice—for it is not my office

to laud qualities of this kind, however impor-

tant they may seem to others—and proceed

with what I have to say of the points which,

even if I wished, I could with difficulty pass by.

6. Bred and reared under such influences,

we were fully trained in the education afforded

here,' in which none could say how far he ex-

celled most of us from the quickness and extent

of his abilities—and how can I recall those days

without my tears showing that, contrary to my
promises, my feelings have overcome my philo-

sophic restraint? The time came when it was
decided that we should leave home, and then

for the first time we were separated, for I

studied rhetoric in the then flourishing schools

of Palestine ; he went to Alexandria, esteemed
both then and now the home of every branch of

a T/i<- Chirf Good, to Kf,litrov, lit. " tli.it wlilch is better."

fi S. Matt. vi. 19; S. John x. i. y .S. John xiv. 30.

8 I Tim. vi. 19. t Here, at Naziaiizus.

learning. AVhich of his qualities shall I i)lacc

first and foremost, or which can I omit with

least injury to my description ? Who was more
faithful to his teacher than he? Who more
kindly to his classmates ? Who more carefully

avoided the society and companionship of the

depraved? Who attached himself more closely

to that of the most excellent, and among
others, of the most esteemed and illustrious of

his countrymen? For he knew that we are

strongly influenced to virtue or vice by our

companions. And in consecjucnce of all this,

who was more honoured by the authorities than

he, and whom did the whole city (though « all

individuals are concealed in it, because of its

size), esteem more highly for his discretion, or

deem more illustrious for his intelligence?

7. What branch of learning did he not

master, or rather, in what branch of study did

he not surpass those who had made it their

sole study ? Whom did he allow even to ap-

proach him, not only of his own time and age,

but even of his elders, who had devoted many
more years to study ? All subjects he studied

as one, and each as thoroughly as if he knew
no other. The brilliant in intellect, he sur-

passed in industry, the devoted students in

quickness of perception ; nay, rather he out-

stripped in rapidity those who were rapid, in

application those who were laborious, and in

both respects those who were distinguished in

both. From geometry and astronomy, that

science so dangerous^ to anyone else, he gath-

ered all that was helpful (I mean that he was
led by the harmony and order of the heavenly

bodies to reverence their Maker), and avoided

what is injurious; not attributing all things

that are or happen to the influence of the stars,

like those who raise their own fellow-servant,

the creation, in rebellion against the Creator,

but referring, as is reasonable, the motion of

these bodies, and all other things besides, to

God. In arithmetic and mathematics, and in

the wonderful art of medicine, in .so far as it

treats of physiology and temperament, and the

causes of disease, in order to remove the roots

and .so destroy their offspring with them, who
is there so ignorant or contentious as to think

him inferior to himself, and not to be glad

to be reckoned next to him, and carry off the

second prize? This indeed is no unsupport-

ed assertion, but East and Westv alike, and
every place which he afterward visited, are as

a Thous^Jt. etc. The lien. cd. trnir^^l.Ttc^; "Although his tench-

in;j was cxccediiii;ly sublime and abstruse."
Dangerous, as beiiiK so closely connected with astrology.

y Hast and West, iiaa re biiou A>)fis Ka'i ecrjrtpios ;— A ^ f i 9 sig'

nificat regionciit, locum: culiiwii item, sen fasti.i^iuiii. Cf. S. Greg.

Naz. Orat, xxv. 13. p. 464. S. Chrys, Hem. LVI. in loan. p. 786,
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i liars inscribed with the record of his learn-Pi

ing

8. But when, after gathering into his single

soul every kind of excellence and knowledge,

as a mighty merchantman gathers every sort of

ware, he was voyaging to his own city, in order

to communicate to others the fair cargo of his

culture, there befell a wondrous thing, which

I must, as its mention is most cheering to me
and may delight you, briefly set forth. Our

mother," in her motherly love for her children,

had offered up a prayer that, as she had sent us

forth together, she might see us together return

home. For we seemed, to our mother at least,

if not to others, to form a pair worthy of her

prayers and glances, if seen together, though

now, alas, our connection has been severed.

And God, Who hears a righteous prayer, and

honours the love of parents for well-disposed

children, so ordered that, without any design

or agreement on our part, the one from Alex-

andria, the other from Greece, the one by sea,

the other by land, we arrived at the same city

at the same time. This city was Byzantium,

which now presides over Europe, in which

Cresarius, after the lapse of a short time, gained

suc^i a repute, that public honours, an alliance

with an illustrious family, and a seat in the

council of state were offered him ; and a mission

was despatched to the Emperor by public de-

cision, to beg that the first of cities be adorned

and honoured by the first of scholars (if he

cared at all for its being indeed the first, and

worthy of its name) ; and that to all its other

titles to distinction this further one be added,

that it was embellished by having Ca^sarius as its

physician and its inhabitant, although its bril-

liancy w-as already assured by its throngs of

great men both in philosophy and other

branches of learning. But enough of this.

At this time there happened what seemed to

others a chance without reason or cause, such

as frequently occurs of its own accord in our

day, but was more than sufficiently manifest to

devout minds as the result of the prayers to

god-fearing parents, which were answered by

the united arrival of their sons by land and sea.

9. Well, among the noble traits of Cccsarius'

character, we must not fail to note one, which

perhaps is in others' eyes slight and unworthy

of mention, but seemed to me, both at the time

and since, of the highest import, if indeed

brotherly love be a praiseworthy (quality ; nor

shall I ever cease to place it in the first rank,

in relating the story of his life. Although

the metropolis strove to retain him by the

a Our mother. For further ikliiil cf. Orat. xviii. 31.

honours I have mentioned, and declared that it

would under no circumstances let him go, my
influence, which he valued most highly on all

occasions, prevailed xipon him to listen to the

prayer of his parents, to supply his country's

need, and to grant me my own desire. And
when he thus returned home in my company,

he preferred me not only to cities and peoples,

not only to honours and revenues, which had

in part already flowed to him in abundance

from many sources and in part were within his

reach, but even to the Emperor himself and his

imperial commands. From this time, then,

having shaken off all ambition, as a hard mas-

ter and a painful disorder, I resolved to prac-

tise philosophy and adapt myself to the higher

life : or rather the desire was earlier born, the

life came later. But my brother, who had
dedicated to his country the firstfruits of his

learning, and gained an admiration worthy of

his efforts, was afterwards led by the desire of

fame, and, as he persuaded me, of being the

guardian of the city, to betake himself to court,

not indeed according to my own wishes or

judgment; for I will confess to you that I

think it a better and grander thing to be in

the lowest rank with God than to win the first

place with an earthly king. Nevertheless I

cannot blame him, for inasmuch as philoso-

phy is the greatest, so is it the most difficult,

of professions, which can be taken in hand by
but few, and only by those who have been

called forth by the Divine magnanimity, which

gives its hand to those who are honoured by its

preference. Yet it is no small thing if one,

who has chosen the lower form of life, follows

after goodness, and sets greater store on God
and his own salvation than on earthly lustre

;

using it as a stage, or a manifold ephemeral

mask while playing in the drama of this world,

but himself living unto God with that image

which he knows that he has received from

Him, and must render to Him Who gave it.

That this was certainly the purpose of Csesarius,

we know full well.

10. Among physicians he gained the fore-

most place with no great trouble, by merely

exhibiting his capacity, or rather some slight

specimen of his capacity, and was forthwith

numbered among the friends of the Emperor,

and enjoyed the highest honoure. But he

placed the humane functions of his art at the

disposal of the authorities free of cost, knowing
that nothing leads to further advancement than

virtue and renown for honourable deeds ; so

that he far surpassed in fame those to whom
he was inferior in rank. By his modesty he

so won the love of all that they entrusted their
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precious charges to his care, without requiring

him to be sworn by Hippocrates, since the sim-

phcity of Crates was nothing to his own : win-

ning in general a respect beyond his rank ; for

besides the present repute he was ever thought

to have justly won, a still greater one was antici-

pated for him, both by the Emperors* them-

selves and by all who occupied the nearest po-

sitions to them. But, most important, neither

by his fame, nor by the luxury which sur-

rounded him, was his nobility ofsoul corrrupt-

ed ; for amidst his many claims to honour, he

himself cared most for being, and being known
to be, a Christian, and, compared with this,

all other things were to him but trifling to)-s.

For they belong to the part we play before

others on a stage which is very quickly set

up and taken down again—perhaps indeed

more quickly destroyed than put together, as

we may see from the manifold changes of life,

and fluctuations of prosperity ; while the only

real and securely abiding good thing is godli-

ness.

II. Such was the philosophy of Caesarius,

even at court : these were the ideas amidst

which he lived and died, discovering and pre-

senting to God, in the hidden man, a still

deeper godliness than was publicly visible.

And if I must pass by all else, his protection

of his kinsmen in distress, his contempt for ar-

rogance, his freedom from assumption towards

friends, his boldness towards men in power,

the numerous contests and arguments in which
he engaged with many on behalf of the truth,

not merely for the sake of argument, but with

deep piety and fervour, I must speak of one

point at least as especially worthy of note.

The Emperor^ of unhappy memory was raging

against us, whose madness in rejecting Christ,

after making himself its first victim, had now
rendered him intolerable to others ; though he

did not, like other fighters against Christ,

grandly enlist himself on the side of impiety,

but veiled his persecution under the form of

equity ; and, ruled by the crooked serpent

which possessed his soul, dragged down into

his own pit his wretched victims by manifold

devices. His first artifice and contrivance

was, to deprive us of the honour of our conflicts

(for, noble man as he was, he grudged this to

Christians), by causing us, who suffered for

being Christians, to be punished as evil doers :

the second was, to call this process persuasion,

and not tyranny, so that the disgrace of those

who chose to side with impiety might be

( Constantius II., a
a. The EmperorsA 3')i-3fi3.

{ Jovinn, A. D. 363-4

P The r.iii/ieror, i.e., Julian the Apostate.

Constantius II., a.d. 337-361. Julian, a.d.

Valens, a.d. 364-378.

greater than their danger. Some he won over

by money, some by dignities, some by
l)romises, some by various honours, which b.e

bestowed, not royally but in right servile style,

in the sight of all, while everyone was influ-

enced by the witchery of his words, and his

own example. .\t last he assailed Ca^sarius.

How utter was the derangement and folly

which could hope to take for his prey a man
like Cresarius, my brother, the son of parents

like ours !

12. However, that I may dwell awliile up-

on this point, and luxuriate in my story as

men do who are eyewitnesses in some marvel-

lous event," that noble man, fortified with the

sign of Christ, and defending himself with His
Mighty Word, entered the lists against an ad-

versary experienced in arms and strong in his

skill in argument. In no wise abashed at the

sight, nor shrinking at all from his high pur-

pose through flattery, he was an athlete ready,

both in word and deed, to meet a rival of

equal power. Such then was the arena, and
so equipped the champion of godliness. I'he

judge on one side was Christ, arming the

athlete with His own sufferings : and on the

other a dreadful tyrant, ^ persuasive by his skill

in argument, and overawing him by the weight

of his authority ; and as spectators, on either

hand, both those who were still left on the

side of godliness and those who had been
snatched away by him, watching whether vic-

tory inclined to their own side or to the other,

and more anxious as to which would gain the

day than the combatants themselves.

13. Didst thou not fear for Ccesarius, lest

aught unworthy of his zeal should befall him ?

Nay, be ye of good courage. For the victory is

with Christ,Who overcame the world. ^ Now for

my part, be well assured, I should be highly in-

terested in setting forth the details of the argu-

ments and allegations used on that occasion,

for indeed the discussion contains certain feats

and elegances, which I dwell on with no slight

pleasure ; but this would be quite foreign to

an occasion and discourse like the present.

And when, after having torn to shreds all his

opponent's sophistries, and thrust aside as mere
child's play every assault, veiled or open,

Ca:;sarius in a loud clear voice declared that

he was and remained a Christian—not even

thus was he finally dismissed. For indeed, the

Emperor was possessed l)y an eager desire to

enjoy and be distinguished by his culture,

o Some cd(i. read " in the spectacle," which would make hctter

sense, but has not MS. authority.

fi A dreadful tyraut. The I'",vil One : with liilliusand Clcmcn-
cet. Julian was antagonist, not Judge—iniless we consider that

he combined unfairly the two offices, y S. John xvi. 33.
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and then uttered in the hearing of all his

famous saying—O happy father, O unhappy

sons ! thus deigning to lionour me, whose cul-

ture and godliness" he had known at Athens,

with a share in the dishonour of Csesarius, who
was remanded for a further trial^ (since Justice

was fitly arming the Emperor against the

Persians), Y and welcomed by us after his

happy escape and bloodless victory, as more

illustrious for his dishonour than for his ce-

lebrity.

14. This victory I esteem far more sub-

lime and honourable than the Emperor's

mighty power and splendid purple and costly

diadem. I am more elated in describing it

than if he had won from him the half of his

Empire. During the evil days he lived in

retirement, obedient herein to our Christian

law,* which bids us, when occasion offers, to

make ventures on behalf of the truth, and

not be traitors to our religion from coward-

ice
;

yet refrain, as long as may be, from rush-

ing into danger, either in fear for our own
souls, or to spare those who bring the danger

upon us. But when the gloom had been dis-

persed, and the righteous sentence had been

pronounced in a foreign land, and the glitter-

ing sword had struck down the ungodly, and

power had returned to the hands of Christians,

what boots it to say with what glory and

honour, with how many and great testi-

monies, as if bestowing rather than receiv-

ing a favour, he was welcomed again at the

Court ; his new honour succeeding to that of

former days ; while time changed its Emper-

ors, the repute and commanding influence of

C^sarius with them was undisturbed, nay,

they vied with each other in striving to attach

him most closely to themselves, and be known
as his special friends and acquaintances. Such

was the godliness of Csesarius, such its results.

Let all men, young and old, give ear, and

press on through the same virtue to the same

distinction, for glorious is the fruit of good

labours,' if they suppose this to be worth striv-

ing after, and a part of true happiness.

15. Again another wonder concerning him

is a strong argument for his parents' piety

and his own. He was living in Bithynia,

holding an office of no small importance from

the Emperor, viz., the stewardship of his

revenue, and care of the exchequer : for

this had been assigned to him by the Emperor

o GodHncss, evo-e'^eiar : here, as often, used in the sense of

"orthodoxy."
(3 A further irial. Which Juli.in did not survive to carry out.

S. Greg, may allude to CTs-irius' later return to Court.

7 Persians. The expedition in which he met his death. Am-
mian. Marcellin. xxv, 3, 7. Soz. vi. 2. Socr. iii. 21.

S Matt. X. 23. « Wisd. iii. 15.

as a prelude to the highest offices. And
when, a short time ago, the earthquake" in

Nicoea occurred, which is said to have been

the most serious within the memory of man,
overwhelming in a common destruction almost

all the inhabitants and the beauty of the city,

he alone, or with very few of the men of rank,

survived the danger, being shielded by the very

falling ruins in his incredible escape, and
bearing slight traces of the peril

;
yet he

allowed fear to lead him to a more important

salvation, for he dedicated himself entirely to

the Supreme Providence ; he renounced the

service of transitory things, and attached

himself to another court. This he both

purposed himself, and made the object of

the united earnest prayers to which he invited

me by letter, when I seized this opportunity

to give him warning,^ as I never ceased to

do when pained that his great nature should

be occupied in affairs beneath it, and that a

soul so fitted for philosophy should, like the

sun behind a cloud, be obscured amid the

whirl of public life. Unscathed though he

had been by the earthquake, he was not proof

against disease, since he was but human.

His escape was peculiar to himself ; his death

common to all mankind ; the one the token

of his piety, the other the result of his

nature. The former, for our consolation, pre-

ceded his fate, so that, though shaken by his

death, we might exult in the extraordinary

character of his preservation. And now our

illustrious Cresarius has been restored to u.s,

when his honoured dust and celebrated corse,

after being escorted home amidst a succession

of hymns and public orations, has been

honoured by the holy hands of his parents
;

while his mother, substituting the festal gar-

ments of religion for the trappings of woe,

has overcome her tears by her philosophy,

and lulled to sleep lamentations by psalmody,

as her son enjoys honours worthy of his ne^\ ly

regenerate soul, which has been, through

water, transformed by the Spirit.

16. This, Coesarius, is my funeral offer-

ing to thee, this the firstfruits of my words,

which thou hast often blamed me for with-

holding, yet wouldst have stripped off, had

they been bestowed on thee ; with this orna-

ment I adorn thee, an ornament, I know well,

far dearer to thee than all others, though it be

not of the soft flowing tissues of silk, in

which while living, with virtue for thy sole

adorning, thou didst not, like the many,

rejoice ; nor texture of transparent linen, nor

a The earthquake, described by Theodoret, H. E. ii. 26.

/3 S. Greg. Epist. .\x,



PANEGYRIC ON HIS BROTHER S. CESARIUS. 235

outpouring of costly unguents, which thou

hadst long resigned to the boudoirs of the

fair, with their sweet savours lasting but

a single day ; nor any other small thin;;

valued by small minds, which would have all

been hidden to-day with thy fair form by

this bitter stone. Far hence be games and

stories of the Greeks, the honours of ill-fated

youths, with their petty prizes for petty con-

tests ; and all the libations and firstfruits or

garlands and newly plucked flowers, where-

with men honour the departed, in obedience

to ancient custom and unreasoning grief,

rather than reason. My gift is an oration,

which perhaps succeeding time will receive

at my hand and ever keep in motion, that

it may not suffer him who has left us to be

utterly lost to earth, but may ever keep him
whom we honour in men's cars and minds, as

it sets before them, more clearly than a por-

trait, the image of him for whom we mourn.

17. Such is my offering; if it be slight

and inferior to his merit, God loveth that

which is according to our power." Part of

our gift is now complete, the remainder we
will now pay by offering (those of us who
still survive) every year our honours and me-
morials. And now for thee, sacred and holy

soul, we pray for an entrance into heaven

;

mayest thou enjoy such repose as the bosom
of Abraham affords, mayest thou behold the

choir of Angels, and the glories and splen-

dours of sainted men ; aye, mayest thou be

united to that choir and share in their joy,

looking down from on high on all things here,

on what men call wealth, and despicable dig-

nities, and deceitful honours, and the errors

of our senses, and the tangle of this life, and

its confusion and ignorance, as if we were

fighting in the dark ; whilst thou art in attend-

ance upon the Great King and filled with

the light which streams forth from Him : and
may it be ours hereafter, receiving therefrom

no such slender rivulet, as is the object of our

fancy in this day of mirrors and enigmas, to

attain to the fount of good itself, gazing with

pure mind upon the truth in its purity, and
finding a reward for our eager toil here below

on behalf of the good, in our more perfect

possession and vision of the good on high :

the end to which our sacred books and teach-

ers foretell that our course of divine mysteries

shall lead us.

18. What now remains? To bring the

healing of the Word to those in sorrow. And
a powerful remedy for mourners is sympathy.

oCor. viii. 3 ; IX. 7.

for sufferers are best consoled by those who
have to bear a like suffering. To such,

then, I specially address myself, of whom I'

should be ashamed, if, with all other virtues,

they do not show the elements of patience.

For even if they surpass all others in love of

their children, let them equally surpass them
in love of wisdom and love of Christ, and in

the special practice of meditation on our de-

parture hence, impressing it likewise on their

children, making even their whole life a jirep-

aration for death. But if your misfortune

still clouds your reason and, like the moisture

which dims our eyes, hides from you the clear

view of your duty, come, ye elders, receive the

consolation of a young man, ye fathers, that

of a child, who ought to be admonished by
men as old as you, who have admonished
many and gathered experience from your

many years. Yet wonder not, if in my youth

I admonish the aged ; and if in aught I can
see better than the hoary, I offer it to you.

How much longer have we to live, ye men of

honoured eld, so near to God ? How long

are. we to suffer here? Not even man's whole
life is long, compared with the Eternity of

the Divine Nature, still less the remains of

life, and what I may call the parting of our

human breath, the close of our frail existence.

How much has Coesarius outstripped us ? How
long shall we be left to mourn his departure ?

Are we not hastening to the same abode ?

Shall we not soon be covered by the same
stone ? Shall we not shortly be reduced to

the same dust ? And what in these short

days will be our gain, save that after it has

been ours to see, or suffer, or perchance even

to do, more ill, we must discharge the com-
mon and inexorable tribute to the law of na-

ture, by following some, preceding others, to

. the tomb, mourning these, being lamented by
those, and receiving from some that meed of

tears which we ourselves had paid to others ?

19. Such, my brethren, is our existence,

who live this transient life, such our pastime

upon earth : we come into existence out of

non-existence, and after existing are dissolved.

We are unsubstantial dreams, impali)able vis-

ions," like the flight of a passing bird, like a

ship leaving no track upon the sea,^ a speck

of dust, a vapour, an early dew, a flower

that quickly blooms, and quickly fades. As
for man his days are as grass, as a flower of

the field, so he flourisheth.v Well hath in-

spired David discoursed of our frailty, and

again in these words, " Let me know the short-

a Joli P Wisd. V. 10 et scij. yVa. ciii. 15.
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ness of my days
; '

' and he defines the days of

man as " of a span long.
'

'
" And what wouldst

"thou say to Jeremiah, who complains of his

mother in sorrow for his birth, ^ and that on
account of others' faults ? I liave seen all

things, >' says the preacher, I have reviewed in

thought all human things, wealth, pleasure,

power, unstable glory, wisdom which evades

us rather than is won ; then pleasure again,

wisdom again, often revolving the same ob-

jects, the pleasures of a])petite, orchards, num-
bers of slaves, store of wealth, serving men
and serving maids, singing men and singing

women, arms, spearmen, subject nations, col-

lected tributes, the pride of kings, all the

necessaries and superfluities of life, in which I

surpassed all the kings that were before me.

And what does he say after all these things?

Vanity of vanities,^ all is vanity and vexation

of spirit, possibly meaning some unreasoning

longing of the soul, and distraction of man
condemned to this from the original fall : but

hear, he says, the conclusion of the whole

matter, Fear God.^ This is his stay in his

perplexity, and this is thy only gain from life

here below, to be guided through the disorder

of the things which are seen ^ and shaken, to

the things which stand firm and are not

moved.''

20. Let us not then mourn Csesarius but

ourselves, knowing what evils he has escaped

to which we are left behind, and what treasure

we shall lay up, unless, earnestly cleaving unto

God and outstripping transitory things, we
press towards the life above, deserting the

earth while we are still upon the earth, and
earnestly following the spirit which bears us

iipward. Painful as this is to the faint-

hearted, it is as nothing to men of brave mind.

And let us consider it thus. "Csesarius will

not reign, but rather will he be reigned over

by others. He will strike terror into no one,

but he will be free from fear of any harsh

master, often himself unworthy even of a sub-

ject's position. He will not amass wealth,

but neither will he be liable to envy, or be

pained at lack of success, or be ever seeking

to add to liis gains as much again. For such

is the disease of wealth, which knows no limit

to its desire of more, and continues to make
drinking the medicine for thirst. He will

make no display of his power of speaking, yet

for his speaking will he be admired. He will

not discourse upon the dicta of Hippocrates

and Galen, and their adversaries, but neither

I Ps. xxxix. 4, 5. p Jcr, XV. 10. y Kcclcs. i. 14.

6 lb. xii. 8. € lb. xii. 13.

^2 Cor. iv. 18. ij Heb. xii. 27.

will he be troubled by diseases, and suffer

pain at the misfortunes of others. He will

not set forth the principles of Eucleides,

Ptolemasus, and Heron, but neither will he

be pained by the tumid vaunts of uncultured

men. He will make no display of the doc-

trines of Plato, and Aristotle, and Pyrrho, and

the names of any Democritus, and Heracleitus,

Anaxagoras, Cleanthes and Epicurus, and all

the mem1:)ers of the venerable Porch and
Academy : but neither will he trouble himself

with the solution of their cunning syllogisms.

What need of furtlier details ? Yet here are

some which all men honour or desire. Nor
v.'ife nor child will he have beside him, but he

will escape mourning for, or being mourned
by them, or leaving them to others, or being

left behind himself as a memorial of misfor-

tune. He will inherit no property : but he

will have such heirs" as are of the greatest ser-

vice, such as he himself wished, so that he

departed hence a rich man, bearing with him
all that was his. What an ambition ! What a

new consolation ! What magnanimity in his

executors ! A proclamation has been heard,

worthy of the ears of all, and a mother's grief

has been made void by a fair and holy pro-

mise, to give entirely to her son his wealth as a

funeral offering on his behalf, leaving nothing

to those who expected it.

21. Is this inadequate for our consolation ?

I will add a more potent remedy. I believe the

words of the wise, that every fair and God-be-

loved soul, when, set free from the bonds of the

body, it departs hence, at once enjoys a sense

and perception of the blessings which await it,

inasmuch as that which darkened it has been

purged away, or laid aside—I know not how
else to term it—and feels a wondrous pleasure

and exultation, and goes rejoicing to meet its

Lord, having escaped as it were from the

grievous poison of life here, and shaken off the

fetters which bound it and held down the

wings of the mind, and so enters on the en-

joyment of the bliss laid up for it, of which it

has even now some conception. Then, a

little later, it receives its kindred flesh, which
once shared in its pursuits of things above,

from the earth Avhich both gave and had been

entrusted with it, and in some way known to

God, who knit them together and dissolved

them, enters with it upon the inheritance of

the glory there. And, as it shared, through

their close union, in its hardships, so also it

o Heirs, Cf. S. Basil Ep. 26 (32). Caesarius left all his properly

to the poor. This passnsc shows that his own family welcomed
and approved the beciucst. which S. Gregory was at much pains

to carry out, but was greatly embarrassed by the rapacity of his

brother's servants.
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bestows upon it a portion of its joys, gathering

it up entirely into itself, and becoming with

it one in spirit and in mind and in God, the

mortal and mutable being swallowed up of

life. Hear at least how the inspired Ezekiel

discourses of the knitting together of bones

and sinews," how after him Saint Paul speaks

of the earthly tabernacle, and the house not

made with hands, the one to be dissolved, the

other laid up in heaven, alleging absence

from the body to be presence with the Lord,^

and bewailing his life in it as an exile, and
therefore longing for and hastening to his re-

lease. Why am I faint-hearted in my hopes ?

Why behave like a mere creature of a day ? I

await the voice of the Archangel, v the last

trumpet,* the transformation of the heavens,

the transfiguration of the earth, the liberation

of the elements, the renovation of the universe.*

Then shall I see Ca;sarius himself, no longer

in exile, no longer laid upon a bier, no longer

the object of mourning and pity, but brilliant,

glorious, heavenly, such as in my dreams I

have often beheld thee, dearest and most lov-

ing of brothers, pictured thus by my desire, if

not by the very truth.

22. But now, laying aside lamentation, I

will look at myself, and examine my feelings,

that I may not unconsciously have in myself

anything to be lamented. O ye sons of

men, for the words apply to you, how long

will ye be hard-hearted and gross in mind ?

Why do ye love vanity and seek after leas-

ing,^ supposing life here to be a great thing

and these few days many, and shrinking

from this separation, welcome and pleas-

ant as it is, as if it were really grievous and
awful ? Are we not to know ourselves ? Are
we not to cast away visible things? Are we
not to look to the things unseen ? Are we
not, even if we are somewhat grieved, to be

on the contrary distressed at our lengthened

sojourn,'' like holy David, who calls things

here the tents of darkness, and the place of

affliction, and the deep mire,^ and the shadow
of death ; ' because we linger in the tombs we
bear about with us, because, though we are

gods, we die like men " the death of sin ? This

is my fear, this day and night accompanies

me, and will not let me breathe, on one side

the glory, on the other the place of correction :

the former I long for till I can say, " My soul

fainteth for Thy salvation ;
" ^ from the latter I

shrink back shuddering; yet lam not afraid

o Ezelc. xxxvii. 3 et seq. fi 2 Cor. v. i, 6 : Phil. i. 23.

y 1 Thess. iv. 16. 8 r Cor. xv. 52. e2 Pet. iii. 10.

i Ps. iv. 3. r) lb. cxx. 4. lb. xliv. 19 (LXX.) ; Ixix. 2.

t lb. xliv. 20. K lb. Ixxii. 6, 7. A lb. cxix. 81.
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that this body of mine should utterly perish in

dissolution and corruption ; but that the glori-

ous creature of God (for glorious it is if up-

right, just as it is dishonourable if sinful) in

which is rea.son, morality, and hope, should be

condemned to the same dishonour as the

brutes, and be no better after death ; a fate to

be desired for the wicked, who are worthy of

the fire yonder.

23. Would that I might mortify my mem-
bers that are upon the earth,* would that I

might spend my all upon the spirit, walking

in the way that is narrow and trodden by few,

not that which is broad and easy.^ For glori-

ous and great are its consequences, and our

hope is greater than our desert. What is

man, that Thou art mindful of himpv What
is this new mystery which concerns me? I

am small and great, lowly and exalted, mortal

and immortal, earthly and heavenly. I share

one condition with the lower world, the other

with God ; one with the flesh, the other with

the spirit. I must be buried with Christ, arise

with Christ, be joint heir with Christ, become
the son of God, yea, God Himself See whither

our argument has carried us in its progress.

I almost own myself indebted to the disaster

which has inspired me with such thoughts,

and made me more enamoured of my depart-

ure hence. This is the purpose of the great

mystery for us. This is the purpose for us

of God, Who for us was made man and be-

came poor,* to raise our flesh,* and recover His

image, f and remodel man,'' that we might all

be made one in Christ,^ who was perfectly

made in all of us all that He Himself is,' that

we might no longer be male and female, bar-

barian, Scythian, bond or free" (which are

badges of the flesh), but might bear in our-

selves only the stamp of God, by Whom and
for Whom we were made,-^ and have so far re-

ceived our form and model from Him, that

we are recognized by it alone.

24. Yea, would that what we hope for

might be, according to the great kindness of

our bountiful God, Who asks for little and be-

stows great things, both in the present and in

the future, upon those who truly love Him ;
f^

bearing all things, enduring all things " for their

love and hope of Him, giving thanks for all

things f favourable and unfavourable alike: I

mean pleasant and painful, for reason knows
that even these are often instruments of salva-

tion ; commending to Him our own souls" and

a Col. iii. 5. /3 S. M.itt. vii. 13. y Ps. viii. 5.

62 Cor. viii. 9. e Rom. viii. 11. f .S. Luke xv. 9 ; 1 Cor. xv. 49.

>)Col. iii. 10. flCial. iii. 28. i i Cor. xv. 28.

(cCol. iii. II. A Kom. xi. 36. (n i Cor. ii. 9.

V \\). xiii. 7. ^ I I'hess. v. 18. o i Pet. iv. 19.
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the souls of those fellow wayfarers who, be-

ing more ready, have gained their rest before

us. And, now that we have done this, let us

cease from our discourse, and you too from your

tears, hastening, as you now are, to your tomb,
which as a sad abiding gift you have given to

Crcsarius, seasonably i)repared as it was for his

parents in their old age, and now unexpect-

edly bestowed on their son in his youth,

though not without reason in His eyes Who
disposes our affairs. O Lord and Maker of all

things, and specially of this our frame ! O God
and Father and Pilot of men who are Thine !

O Lord of life and death ! O Judge and Bene-

factor of our souls ! O Maker and Transfor-

mer in due time of all things " by Thy design-

ing Word,^ according to the knowledge of the

depth of Thy wisdom and providence ! do
Thou now receive Ccesarius, the firstfruits of

our pilgrimage ; and if he who was last is

first, we bow before Thy Word, by which the

universe is ruled
;

yet do Thou receive us

also afterwards, in a time when Thou mayest
be found, V having ordered us in the flesh as long

as is for our profit
;

yea, receive us, prepared

and not troubled^ by Thy fear, not departing

from Thee in our last day, nor violently borne
away from things here, like souls fond of the

world and the flesh, but filled with eagerness

for that blessed and enduring life which is in

Christ Jesus, our Lord, to whom be glory,

world without end. Amen.

ORATION VIIL

On his Sister Gorgonia.

The exact date of this Oration is uncertain.

It is certainly (§ 23) later than the death of

Cnesarius, a.d. 369, and previous to the death

of their father, a.d. 374. So much we
gather from the Oration itself, and the referen-

ces made by some authors to a poem of S.

Gregory do not add anything certain to our

knowledge (Poem. Hist. I. i. v. v. 108, 227).

The place in which it was delivered is, almost

without doubt, the city in which her married
life had been spent. The public details of

that life are familiar to the audience. Gor-
gonia's parents, and the speaker himself,

although known to them, are not spoken of

in terms implying intimacy such as we find

in Orations known to have been delivered at

Nazianzus. The spiritual father and confi-

dant of Gorgonia is present, certainly in a

oAmos V.8 (LXX.).
y U). x.\xii. 0.

/3 Ps. xxxiii. 6.

S lb. cxix. 60 (I.XX.)-

position of authority, probably seated in the

Episcopal throne. The husband of Gorgonia
(Epitaph. 24) was named Alypius. His home,
as Clemencet and Benoit agree, on the authori-

ty of Elias, was at Iconium, of which city, at

the time, Faustinus was bishop. The names
of Gorgonia's two sons are unknown. Elias

states that they both became bishops. S.

Ciregory mentions her three daughters, Alypi-

ana, Eugenia, and Nonna, in his will. The
oration is marked by an eloquence, piety, and
tender feeling which make it a worthy com-
panion of that on Ccesarius.

Funeral Oration on his Sister Gor-
gonia.

1. In praising my sister, I shall pay honour
to one of my own family

;
yet my praise will

not be false, because it is given to a relation,

but, because it is true, will be worthy of com-
mendation, and its truth is based not only
upon its justice, but upon well-known facts.

For, even if I wished, I should not be per-

mitted to be partial ; since everyone who
hears me stands, like a skilful critic, between
my oration and the truth, to discountenance

exaggeration, yet, if he be a man of justice,

demanding what is really due. So that my
fear is not of outrunning the truth, but, on
the contrary, of falling short of it, and lessen-

ing her just repute by the extreme inadequacy
of my panegyric ; for it is a hard task to

match her excellences with suitable action and
words. Let us not then be so unjust as to

praise every characteristic of other folk, and
disparage really valuable qualities because

they are our own, so as to make some men
gain by their absence of kindred with us,

while others suffer for their relationship. For
justice would be violated alike by the praise of

the one and the neglect of the other, whereas

if we make the truth our standard and rule,

and look to her alone, disregarding all the ob-

jects of the vulgar and the mean, we shall

praise or pass over everything according to its

merits.

2. Yet it would be most unreasonable of all,

if, while we refuse to regard it as a righteous

thing to defraud, insult, accuse, or treat un-

justly in any way, great or small, those who
are our kindred, and consider wrong done to

those nearest to us the worst of all ; we were

yet to imagine that it would be an act of jus-

tice to deprive them of such an oration as is

due most of all to the good, and spend more
words upon those who are evil, and beg for

*
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indulgent treatment, than on those who are

excellent and merely claim their due. For if

we are not prevented, as would be far more
just, from praising men wlio have lived out-

side our own circle, because we do not know
and cannot personally testify to their merits,

shall we be prevented from praising those

whom we do know, because of our friendship,

or the envy of the multitude, and especially

those who have departed hence, whom it is

too late to ingratiate ourselves with, since they

have escaped, amongst all other things, from
the reach of praise or blame.

3. Having now made a sufficient defence

on these points, and shown how necessary it

is for me to be the speaker, come, let me pro-

ceed with my eulogy, rejecting all daintiness

and elegance of style (for she whom we are

praising was unadorned and the absence of

ornament was to her, beauty), and yet perform-

ing, as a most indispensable debt, all those

funeral rites which are her due, and further

instructing everyone in a zealous imitation of

the same virtue, since it is my object in every

word and action to promote the perfection of

those committed to my charge. The task of

praising the country and family ofour departed

one I leave to another, more scrupulous in ad-

hering to the rules of eulogy ; nor will he
lack many fair topics, if he wish to deck her

with external ornaments, as men deck a splen-

did and beautiful form with gold and precious

stones, and the artistic devices of the crafts-

man; which, while they accentuate ugliness

by their contrast, can add no attractiveness to

the beauty which surpasses them. For my
part, I will only conform to such rules so far

as to allude to our common parents, for it

would not be reverent to pass unnoticed the

great blessing of having such parents and
teachers, and then speedily direct my attention

to herself, without further taxing the patience

of those who are eager to learn what manner
of woman she was.

4. Who is there who knows not the Abra-
ham and Sarah of these our latter days, Greg-
ory and Nonna his wife? For it is not well

to omit the incitement to virtue of mention-
ing their names. He has been justified by
faith, she has dwelt with him who is faithful

;

he beyond all hope has been the father of many
nations," she has spiritually travailed in their

birth; he escaped from the bondage of his

father's gods,^ she is the daughter as well as

a Rom. iv. 18.

P His/(xther's gods. These words, together with the reference
to idols and idolaters in § 5 and the lines (Poem, Hist. I. i. 123-4,
tome 2, p. 636.) VTt' ciiwAoit iropof 1\iv ^iMtv have led some writers
(esp. Ullmann and CIcricus) to attribute the worship of idols to the

the mother of the free ; he went out from kin-

dred and home for the sake of the land of

promise," she was the occasion of his exile
;

for on this head alone I venture to claim for

her an honour higher than that of Sarah ; he
set forth on so noble a i)ilgrimage, she readily

shared with him in its toils ; he gave himself
to the Lord, she both called her husband lord

and regarded him as such, and in part was
thereby justified ; whose was the i)romise, from
whom, as f;ir as in them lay, was born Isaac,

and whose was the gift.

5. This good shepherd was the result of his

wife's prayers and guidance, and it was from
her that he learned his ideal of a good shep-

herd's life. He generously fled from his idols,

and afterwards even put demons to flight ; he
never consented to eat salt with idolators :

united together with a bond of one honour, of
one mind, of one soul, concerned as much
with virtue and fellowship with God as with
the flesh; equal in length of life and hoary
hairs, equal in prudence and brilliancy, rivals

of each other, soaring beyond all the rest, pos-

sessed in few respects by the flesh, and trans-

lated in spirit, even before dissolution : pos-

sessing not the world, and yet possessing it,

by at once despising and rightly valuing it

:

forsaking riches and yet being rich through
their noble pursuits ; rejecting things here, and
purchasing instead the things yonder : pos-

sessed of a scanty remnant of this life, left over
from their piety, but of an abundant and long
life for which they have laboured. I will say

but one word more about them : they have
been rightly and fairly assigned, each to either

sex ; he is the ornament of men, she of

women, and not only the ornament but the

pattern of virtue.

6. From them Gorgonia derived both her
existence and her reputation ; they sowed in

her the seeds of piety, they were the source of
her fair life, and of her happy departure Avith

better hopes. Fair privileges these, and such as

are not easily attained by many of those who
plume themselves highly upon their noble
birth, and are proud of their ancestry. But,

if I must treat of her case in a more philo-

sophic and lofty strain, Gorgonia's native land

was Jerusalem above,^ the object, not of sight

but of contemplation, wherein is our common-
wealth, and whereto we are pressing on : whose

Hypsistarii, and Clemcncet points out that fwwf is only the F,p.

and Ion. partic. of ^duj, nnd docs not mean "of anini.ils." 'J'hc

weakness of a reliance on a poetical e.x'pression is shown in Diet.
Christ, liiog. Here the words arc the mystical application of the
actual experience of Abraham, and et'iwAoc docs not necessarily
connote material idols. It is applied by S. Greg. Nyssen. Orat.
funcbr. de Placilla, p. 965. IJ (cd. 1615) to the worship of Jesus
Christ by the Arians. Cf. Introd. to Orat. xviii.

o Gen. xii. i ; Heb. xi, 8. |3 Heb. xii. 22, 23,

S 2
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citizen Christ is, and whose fellow-citizens are

the assembly and church of the first born who
are written in heaven, and feast around its

great Founder in contemplation of His glory,

and take part in the endless festival ; her nobil-

ity consisted in the preservation of the Image,

and the perfect likeness to the Archetype,

which is produced by reason and virtue and

pure desire, ever more and more conform-

ing, in things pertaining to God, to those truly

initiated into the heavenly mysteries ; and in

knowing whence, and of what character, and

for what end we came into being.

7. This is what I know upon these points :

and therefore it is that I both am aware

and assert that her soul was more noble than

those of the East," according to a better

than the ordinary rule of noble or ignoble

birth, whose distinctions depend not on

blood but on character ; nor does it classify

those whom it praises or blames according to

their families, but as individuals. But speak-

ing as I do of her excellences among those

who know her, let each one join in contribu-

ting some particular and aid me in my speech :

for it is impossible for one man to take in

every point, however gifted with observation

and intelligence.

8. In modesty she so greatly excelled,

and so far surpassed, those of her own day, to

say nothing of those of old time who have

been illustrious for modesty, that, in regard

to the two divisions of the life of all, that is,

the married and the unmarried state, the lat-

ter being higher and more divine, though

more difficult and dangerous, while the former

is more humble and more safe, she was able

to avoid the disadvantages of each, and to

select and combine all that is best in both,

namely, the elevation of the one and the

security of the other, thus becoming modest

without pride, blending the excellence of the

married with that of the unmarried state, and

proving that neither of them absolutely binds

us to, or separates us from, God or the world

(so that the one from its own nature must be

uttely avoided, and the other altogether

praised) : but that it is mind which nobly pre-

sides over wedlock and maidenhood, and
arranges and works upon them as the raw

material of virtue under the master-hand of

reason. For though she had entered upon a

carnal union, she was not therefore separated

from the spirit, nor, because her husband was

her head, did she ignore her first Head : but,

performing those few ministrations due to the

a Job i. 3.

world and nature, according to the will of

the law of the flesh, or rather of Him who
gave to the flesh these laws, she consecrated

herself entirely to God. But what is most ex-

cellent and honourable, she also won over her

husband to her side, and made of him a good
fellow-servant, instead of an unreasonable mas-
ter. And not only so, but she further made
the fruit of her body, her children and her

children's children, to be the fruit of her spirit,

dedicating to God not her single soul, but

the whole family and household, and making
wedlock illustrious through her own accepta-

bility in wedlock, and the fair harvest she

had reaped thereby
;

presenting herself, as

long as she lived, as an example to her off-

spring of all that was good, and when sum-
moned hence, leaving her will behind her, as

a silent exhortation to her house.

9. The divine Solomon, in his instructive

wisdom, I mean his Proverbs, praises the

woman <* who looks to her household and loves

her husband, contrasting her with one v/ho

roams abroad, and is uncontrolled and dis-

honourable, and hunts for precious souls with

wanton words and ways, while she manages
well at home and bravely sets about her

woman's duties, as her hands hold the dis-

taff, and she prepares two coats for her hus-

band, buying a field in due season, and makes
good provision for the food of her servants,

and welcomes her friends at a liberal table
;

with all the other details in which he sings

the praises of the modest and industrious

woman. Now, to praise my sister in these

points would be to praise a statue for its

shadow, or a lion for its claws, without

allusion to its greatest perfections. Who
was more deserving of renown, and yet

who avoided it so much and made herself

inaccessible to the eyes of man ? Who knew
better the due proportions of sobriety and
cheerfulness, so that her sobriety should not

seem inhuman, nor her tenderness immodest,

but prudent in one, gentle in the other, her

discretion was marked by a combination of

sympathy and dignity ? Listen, ye women
addicted to ease and display, who despise the

veil of shamefastness. Who ever so kept her

eyes under control? Who so derided laughter,

that the ripple of a smile seemed a great thing

to her ? Who more steadfastly closed her

ears? And who opened them more to the Di-

vine words, or rather, who installed the mind
as ruler of the tongue in uttering the judgments

of God ? Who, as she, regulated her lips ?

X Prov. xxxi, 10.
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10. Here, if you will, is another point of

her excellence: one of which neither she nor

any truly modest and decorous woman thinks

anything : but which we have been made to

think much of, by those who are too fond of

ornament and display, and refuse to listen to

instruction on such matters. She was never

adorned with gold wrought into artistic forms

of surpassing beauty, nor flaxen tresses, fully

or partially displayed, nor spiral curls, nor dis-

honouring designs of men who construct erec-

tions on the honourable head, nor costly folds

of flowing and transparent robes, nor graces of

brilliant stones, which color the neighbouring

air, and cast a glow upon the form nor the

arts and witcheries of the painter, nor that

cheap beauty of the infernal creator who works

against the Divine, hiding with his treacherous

pigments the creation of God, and putting it

to shame with his honour, and setting before

eager eyes the imitation of an harlot instead

of the form of God, so that this bastard beauty

may steal away that image which should be

kept for God and for the world to come. But

though she was aware of the many and various

external ornaments of women, yet none of them
was more precious to her than her own char-

acter, and the brilliancy stored up within.

One red tint was dear to her, the blush of

modesty ; one white one, the sign of temper-

ance : but pigments and pencillings, and living

pictures, and flowing lines of beauty, she left

to women of the stage and of the streets, and

to all who think it a shame and a reproach to

be ashamed.

1 1 . Enough of such topics. Of her prud-

ence and piety no adequate account can be

given, nor many examples found besides those

of her natural and spiritual parents, who were

her only models, and of whose virtue she in

no wise fell short, with this single exception

most readily admitted, that they, as she both

knew and acknowledged, Avere the source of

her goodness, and the root of her own illum-

ination. What could be keener than the in-

tellect of her who was recognized as a common
adviser not only by those of her family, those

of the same people and of the one fold, but

even by all men round about, who treated her

counsels and advice as a law not to be broken ?

"What more sagacious than her words? What
more prudent than her silence ? Having men-
tioned silence, I will proceed to that which
was most characteristic of her, most becoming
to women, and most serviceable to these times.

Who had a fuller knowledge of the things of

God, both from the Divine oracles, and from

her own understanding? But who was less

ready to speak, confining herself within the due
limits of women ? Moreover, as was the boun-

den duty of a woman who has learned true

piety, and that which is the only honourable
object of insatiate desire, who, as she, adorned
temples with offerings, both others and this

one, which will hardly, now she is gone, be
so adorned again ? Or rather, who so pre-

sented herself to God as a living temple?
^^'ho again paid such honor to Priests, espe-

cially to him who was her fellow soldier and
teacher of piety, whose are the good seeds,

and the pair of children consecrated to God.
12. Who opened her house to those who

live according to God with a more graceful

and bountifiil welcome ? And, which is greater

than this, A\ho bade them welcome with such

modesty and godly greetings? Further, who
showed a mind more unmoved in sufferings?

^^'hose soul was more sympathetic to those in

trouble ? Whose hand more liberal to those in

want ? I should not hesitate to honour her with

the words of Job : Her door was opened to

all comers ; the stranger did not lodge in the

street. She was eyes to the blind, feet to the

lame, a mother to the orphan." Why should

I say more of her compassion to widows, than

that its fruit which she obtained was, never to

be called a widow herself? Her house was a

common abode to all the needy of her family

;

and lier goods no less common to all in need
than their own belonged to each. She hath
dispersed abroad and given to the poor,^ and
according to the infallible truth of the Gospel,

she laid up much store in the wine-presses

above, and oftentimes entertained Christ in

the person of those whose benefactress she was.

And, best of all, there was in her no unreal

profession, but in secret she cultivated piety

before Him who seeth secret things. Every-

thing she rescued from the ruler of this world,

everything she transferred to the safe garners.

Nothing did she leave behind to earth, save

her body. She bartered everything for the

ho])es above : the sole wealth she left to her

children was the imitation of her example, and
emulation of her merits.

13. But amid these tokens of incredible

magnanimity, she did not surrender her body
to luxury, and imrestrained pleasures of the

apjjctite, that raging and tearing dog, as

though presuming upon her acts of benevo-
lence, as most men do, who redeem their lux-

ury by compassion to the poor, and instead of

healing evil with good, receive evil as a recom-

pense for their good deeds. Nor did she, while

o Job xxix, J5 ; xxxi. 32. /3 Ps. cxii. y.
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subduing her dust » by fasting, leave to another

the medicine of hard lying ; nor, while she

found this of spiritual service, was she less re-

strained in sleep than anyone else ; nor, while

regulating her life on this point as if freed from

the body, did she lie upon the ground, when
others were passing the night erect, as the most
mortified men struggle to do. Nay in this

respect she was seen to surpass not only women,
but the most devoted of men, by her intelli-

gent chanting of the psalter, her converse with,

and unfolding and apposite recollection of,

the Divine oracles, her bending of her knees

which had grown hard and almost taken root

in the ground, her tears to cleanse her stains

with contrite heart and spirit of lowliness, her

prayer rising heavenward, her mind freed from
wandering in rapture ; in all these, or in any
one of them, is there man or ^\oman who can

boast of having surpassed her ? Besides, it is

a great thing to say, but it is true, that while

she was zealous in her endeavour after some
points of excellence, of others she was the par-

.

agon : ofsome she was the discoverer, in others

she excelled. And if in some single particular

she was rivalled, her superiority consists in her

complete grasp of all. Such was her success

in all points, as none else attained even in a

moderate degree in one : to such perfection did

she attain in each particular, that any one might
of itself have supplied the place of all.

14. O untended body, and squalid garments,

whose only flower is virtue ! O soul, clinging

to the body, when reduced almost to an im-

material state through lack of food ; or rather,

when the body had been mortified by force,

even before dissolution, that the soul might at-

tain to freedom, and escape the entanglements

of the senses ! O nights of vigil, and psal-

mody, and standing which lasts from one day
to another ! O David, whose strains never

seem tedious to faithful souls ! O tender

limbs, flung upon the earth and, contrary to

nature, growing hard ! O fountains of tears,

sowing in affliction that they might reap in

joy.^ O cry in the night, piercing the clouds

and reaching unto Him that dwelleth in the

heavens ! O fervour of spirit, waxing bold in

prayerful longings against the dogs of night,

and frosts and rain, and thunders, and hail,

and darkness ! O nature of woman overcom-
ing that of man in the common struggle for

salvation, and demonstrating that the distinc-

tion between male and female is one of body
not of soul ! O Baptismal purity, O soul, in

the pure chamber of thy body, the bride of

a Her dust, i.e. her body. /3 Fs. cxxvi, 5.

Christ ! O bitter eating ! O Eve mother of

our race and of our sin ! O subtle serpent,

and death, overcome by her self-discipline !

O self-emptying of Christ, and form of a ser-

vant, and sufferings, honoured by her morti-

fication !

1 5 . Oh ! how am I to count up all her

traits, or pass over most of them without in-

jury to those who know them not ? Here
however it is right to subjoin the rewards of her

piety, for indeed I take it that you, who knew
her life well, have long been eager and desir-

ous to find in my speech not only things

present, or her joys yonder, beyond the con-

ception and hearing and sight of man, but also

those which the righteous Rewarder bestowed
upon her here : a matter which often tends

to the edification of unbelievers, who from small

things attain to faith in those which are great,

and from things which are seen to those which
are not seen. I will mention then some facts

which are generally notorious, others which
have been from most men kept secret ; and
that because her Christian principle made a

point of not making a display of her [Divine]

favours. You know how her maddened mules

ran away with her carriage, and unfortunately

overturned it, how horribly she was dragged

along, and seriously injured, to the scandal of

unbelievers at the permission of such accidents

to the righteous, and how quickly their un-

belief was corrected : for, all crushed and
bruised as she was, in bones and limbs, alike

in those exposed and in those out of sight, she

would have none of any physician, except

Him Who had permitted it ; both because she

shrunk from the inspection and the hands of

men, preserving, even in suffering, her mod-
esty, and also awaiting her justification from

Him Who allowed this to happen, so that she

owed her preservation to none other than to

Him : with the result that men were no less

struck by her unhoped-for recovery than by
her misfortune, and concluded that the tragedy

had happened for her glorification through

sufferings, the suff'ering being human, the re-

covery superhuman, and giving a lesson to

those who come after, exhibiting in a high

degree faith in the midst of suffering, and
patience under calamity, but in a still higher

degree the kindness of God to them that are

such as she. For to the beautiful promise to

the righteous '
' though he fall, he shall not be

utterly broken,""* has been added one more
recent, " though he be utterly broken, he shall

speedily be raised up and glorified." ^ For if

aPs. xxxvii. 24, /S lb. cxlvi. 8 (LXX.).
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her misfortune was unreasonable, her recov-

ery was extraordinary, so that health soon

stole away the injury, and the cure became
more celebrated than the blow.

1 6. O remarkable and wonderful disaster!

O injury more noble than security ! O
prophecy, "He hath smitten, and He will

bind us up, and revive us, and after three

days He will raise us up," <* portending indeed,

as it did, a greater and more sublime event,

yet no less applicable to Gorgonia's sufferings !

This then, notorious to all, even to those afar

off, for the wonder spread to all, and the les-

son was stored up in the tongues and ears

of all, with the other wonderful works and
powers of God. But the following incident,

hitherto imknown and concealed from most

men by the Christian principle I spoke of, and

her pious .shrinking from vanity and display,

dost thou bid me tell, O best^ and most per-

fect of shepherds, pastor of this holy sheep,

and dost thou further give thy assent to it,

since to us alone has this secret been entrusted,

and we were mutual witnesses of the marvel,

or are we still to keep our faith to her Avho is

gone ? Yet I do think, that as that was the

time to be silent, this is the time to manifest

it, not only for the glory of God, but also

for the consolation of those in affliction.

17. She was sick in body, and dangerously

ill of an extraordinary and malignant disease,

her whole frame was incessantly fevered, her

blood at one time agitated and boiling, then

curdling with coma, incredible pallor, and
paral3'sis of mind and limbs : and this not at

long intervals, but sometimes very frequently.

Its virulence seemed beyond hinnan aid ; the

skill of physicians, who carefully examined
the case, both singly and in consultation, was

of no avail ; nor the tears of her parents,

which often have great power, nor public sup-

plications and intercessions, in which all the

people joined as earnestly as if for their own
preservation : for her safety was the safety of

all, as, on the contrary, her suffering and sick-

ness was a common misfortune.

18. What then did this great soul, worthy
offspring of the greatest, and what was the med-
icine for her disorder, for we have now come
to the great secret? Despairing of all other

aid, she betook herself to the Physician of all,

and awaiting the silent hours of night, during

a slight intermission of the disease, she ap-

proached the altar with faith, and, calling

a Hos. vi. I, 2.

.p O best, <&-<. rau.stimis, bishop of Iconliini, must li.ivc been
present, and S. Gregory, having asked his permission to relate

the incident, looks towards him awaiting some sign of his assent.

upon Him Who is honoured thereon, with a

mighty cry, and every kind of invocation,

calling to mind all His former works of power,

and well she knew those both of ancient and
of later days, at last she ventured on an act

of pious and splendid effrontery : she imitated

the woman whose fountain of blood was dried

up by the hem of Christ's garment." What
did she do ? Resting her head with another

cry upon the altar, and with a wealth of tears,

as she who once bedewed the feet of Christ, ^

and declaring that she would not loose her

hold until she was made whole, she then ap-

plied her medicine to her whole body, viz.,

such a portion of the antitypes ^ of the Precious

Body and Blood as she treasured in her hand,
mingling therewith her tears, and, O the won-
der, she went away feeling at once that she

was saved, and with the lightness of health in

body, soul, and mind, having received, as the

reward of her hope, that which she hoped for,

and having gained bodily by means of spirit-

ual strength. Great though these things be,

they are not untrue. ' Believe them all of you,

whether sick or sound, that ye may either

keep or regain your health. And that my
story is no mere boastfulness is plain from the

silence in which she kept, while alive, what I

have revealed. Nor should I now have pub-
lished it, be well assured, had I not feared

that so great a marvel would have been utter-

ly hidden from the faithful and unbelieving

of these and later days.

19. Such was her life. Most of its details

I have left untold, lest my speech should grow
to undue proportions, and lest I should seem
to be too greedy for her fair fame : but perhaps

we should be wronging her holy and illus-

trious death, did we not mention some of its

excellences ; especially as she so longed for

and desired it. I will do so therefore, as con-

cisely as I can. She longed for her dissolu-

tion, for indeed she had great boldness to-

wards Him who called her, and preferred to be
with Christ, beyond all things on earth.* And
there is none of the most amorous and unre-

strained, who has such love for his body, as

she had to fling away these fetters, and escape

from the mire in which we spend our lives,

and to as.sociate in purity with Him Who is

Pair, and entirely to hold her Beloved, Vv'ho is

I will even say it, her Pover, by Whose rays,

feeble though they now are, we arc enlight-

ened, and Whom, though separated from

Him, we are able to know. Nor did she

fail even of this desire, divine and sublime

o S. Matt. ix. 20. j8 S. Luke vii, ^S.

•^ Antitypes, i.e. the reserved Sacrament. 6 Phil. i. 23.
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though it was, and, what is still greater,

she had a foretaste of His Beauty through

her forecast and constant watching. Her

only sleep transferred her to exceeding joys,

and her one vision embraced her departure at

the foreappointcd time, having been made

aware of this day, so that according to the de-

cision of God she might be prepared and yet

not disturbed.

20. She had recently obtained the blessing

of cleansing and perfection, which we have all

received from God as a common gift and

foundation of our new°- hfe. Or rather all her

life was a cleansing and perfecting : and while

she received regeneration from the Holy

Spirit, its security was hers by virtue of her for-

mer life. And in her case almost alone, I will

venture to say, the mystery was a seal rather

than a gift of grace. And when her husband's

perfection was her one remaining desire (and

if you wish me briefly to describe the man,

I do not know what more to say of him than

that he was her husband) in order that she

might be coiisecrated to God in her whole

body, and not depart half-perfected, or leave

behind her imperfect anything that was hers

;

she did not even fail of this petition, from

Him Who fulfils the desire of them that fear

Him,^ and accomplishes their requests.

21. And now when she had all things to

her mind, and nothing was lacking of her de-

sires, and the appointed time drew nigh, be-

ing thus prepared for death and departure,

she fulfilled the law which prevails in such

matters, and took to her bed. After many
injunctions to her husband, her children, and

her friends, as was to be expected from one

who was full of conjugal, maternal, and broth-

erly love, and after making her last day a day

of solemn festival with brilliant discourse

upon the things above, she fell asleep, full

not of the days of man, for which she had no

desire, knowing them to be evil for her, and

mainly occupied with our dust and wander-

ings, but more exceedingly full of the days of

God, than I imagine any one even of those

who liave departed in a wealth of hoary hairs,

and have numbered many terms of years.

Thus she was set free, or, it is better to say,

taken to God, or flew away, or changed her

abode, or anticipated by a little the departure

of her body.

22. Yet what was I on the point of omit-

ting? But perhaps thou, who art her spirit-

ual father, wouldst not have allowed me, and

hast carefully concealed the wonder, and

d SeuTe'poi', lit. " second." ^ Ps. cxlv. 19.

made it known to me. It is a great point for

her distinction, and in our memory of her

virtue, and regret for her departure. But

trembling and tears have seized upon me, at

the recollection of the wonder. She was just

passing away, and at her last breath, sur-

rounded by a group of relatives and friends

performing the last offices of kindness, while

her aged mother bent over her, with her soul

convulsed with envy of her departure, anguish

and affection being blended in the minds of

all. Some longed to hear some burning word
to be branded in their recollection ; others

were eager to speak, yet no one dared ; for

tears were mute and the pangs of grief uncon-
soled, since it seemed sacrilegious, to think

that mourning could be an honour to one who
was thus passing away. So there was solemn

silence, as if her death had been a religious

ceremony. There slie lay, to all appearance,

breathless, motionless, speechless ; the stillness

of her body seemed paralysis, as though the

organs of speech were dead, after that which
could move them was gone. But as her pas-

tor, who in this wonderful scene, was carefully

watching her, perceived that her lips were
gently moving, and placed his ear to them,

which his disposition and sympathy embold-
ened him to do,—but do you expound the

meaning of this mysterious calm, for no one

can disbelieve it on your word ! Under her

breath she was repeating a psalm—the last

words of a psalm—to say the truth, a testi-

mony to the boldness with which she Avas de-

parting, and blessed is he who can fall asleep

with these words, "I will lay me down in

peace, and take my rest.
'

'
" Thus wert thou

singing, fairest of women, and thus it fell out

unto thee ; and the song became a reality,

and attended on thy departure as a memorial
of thee, who hast entered upon sweet peace

after suffering, and received (over and above
the rest which comes to all), that sleep which
is due to the beloved,^ as befitted one who
li\ed and died amid the words of piety.

23. Better, I know well, and far more
precious than eye can see, is thy present lot,

the song of them that keep holy-day, v the

throng of angels, the heavenly host, the vision

of glory, and that splendour, pure and perfect

beyond all other, of the Trinity INIost High,
no longer beyond the ken of the captive mind,
dissipated by the senses, but entirely contem-

l)lated and possessed by the undivided mind,
and flashing upon our souls with the whole
light of Godhead : Mayest thou enjoy to the

a Ps. iv. 8. /3 lb, cxxvii. 2, y lb, .\lii. .}.
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full all those things whose crumbs thou didst,

while still upon earth, i)Ossess through the

reality of thine inclination towards them.

And if thou takest any account of our affairs,

and holy souls receive from God this i)rivi-

lege, do thou accept these words of mine, in

place of, and in preference to many panegy-

rics, which I have bestowed upon Cicsarius be-

fore thee, and upon thee after him—since I

have been preserved to pronounce panegyrics

upon my brethren. If any one will, after you,

pay me the like honour, I cannot say. Yet
may my only honour be that which is in God,
and may my pilgrimage and my home be in

Christ Jesus our Lord, to Whom, with the

Father and the Holy Ghost, be glory for ever.

Amen.

ORATION XII.

To HIS Father, when He had Entrusted
TO Him the Care of the Church of
Nazianzus.

This Oration was delivered a.d. 372.

Two years earlier Valens had divided Cappado-
cia into two provinces. Anthimus, Bishop

of Tyana, asserting that the ecclesiastical

provinces were regulated by those of the em-
pire, claimed metropolitical rights over the

churches of Cappadocia Secunda, in opposi-

tion to S. Basil, who had hitherto been met-

ropolitan of the undivided province. S. Basil,

with the intention of vindicating the perma-

nence of his former rights, created a new see at

Sasima, on the borders of the two provinces,

and with great difificulty prevailed upon S.

Gregory to receive consecration as its first

Bishop. S. Gregory, who had " bent his

neck, but not his will," °- was for a long time

reluctant to enter upon his Episcopal duties,

and at last was prevailed upon by S. Gregory
of Nyssa, S. Basil's brother, to make an at-

tempt to do so. When, however, he found

that Anthimus was prepared to bar his en-

trance by force of arms, he returned home,
definitely resigned his see, and once more
betook himself to the life of solitude which he

so dearly loved. Recalled hence, he con-

sented,^ at his father's earnest entreaty, to un-

dertake provisionally the duties of Bishop-

coadjutor of Nazianzus : and jjronounced this

short discourse on the occasion of his installa-

tion.

I. I opened my mouth, and drew in the

Spirit,v and I give myself and my all to the

a Carniina Xiist., xi., 487.
)3 lb., 492-525. y Ps. cxix. 131.

Spirit, my action and speech, my inaction and
silence, only let Him hold me and guide me,
and move both hand and mind and tongue
whither it is right, and He wills : and restrain

them as it is right and expedient. I am an
instrument of God, a rational instrument, an
instrument tuned and struck by that skilful

artist, the Spirit. Yesterday His work in me
was silence. I mused on abstinence from
speech. Does He strike upon my mind to-

day ? My speech shall be heard, and I will

muse on utterance. I am neither so talkative,

as to desire to speak, when He is bent on si-

lence ; nor so reserved and ignorant as to

set a watch before my lips" when it is the time

to speak : but I open and close my door at

the will of that Mind and Word and Spirit,

Who is One kindred Deity.

2. I will speak then, since lam so bidden.
And I will speak both to the good shepherd
here, and to you, his holy flock, as I think is

best both for me to speak, and for you to hear

to-day. Why is it that you have begged for

one to share your shepherd's toil ? For my
speech shall begin with you, O dear and hon-
oured head, Avorthy of that of Aaron, down
which runs that spiritual and priestly oint-

ment upon his beard and clothing.^ Why is it

that, while yet able to stablish and guide
many, and actually guiding them in the power
of the Spirit, you support yourself with a staff

and prop in your spiritual works ? Is it be-

cause you have heard and know that even
with the illustrious Aaron were anointed Ele-

azar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron ? v For I

pass over Nadab and Abihu,* lest the allusion

be ill-omened : and Moses during his lifetime

appoints Joshua in his stead, as lawgiver and
general over those who w^ere pressing on to

the land of promise? The office of Aaron
and Hur, supporting the hands of Moses on
the mount where Amalek was warred down ^ by
the Cross,^ prefigured and typified long before,

I feel willing to pass by, as not very suital)le

or applicable to us : for Moses did not choose

them to share his work as lawgiver, but as

helpers in his prayer and suj)ports for the

weariness of his hands.

3. What is it then that ails you? What is

}Our weakness ? Is it physical ? I am ready

to sustain you, yea I have sustained, and been
sustained, like Jacob of old, by your fatherly

blessings.'' Is it spiritual? Who is stronger,

and more fervent, especially now, when the

a Ps. cxli. 3. p lb. cxxxiii. 2. 7 I.cv. viii. 2.

S lb. X. I. « Kxod. xvii. 12.

f r/te Cross. The stretching out of Moses' hnncis w.ts a type of
the outstretched liands of our Lord Jesus, .ind I lis " interccssioa

for the transgressors," ujjuu the Cross. )} Gen, xxvii. 28,
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powers of the flesh are ebbing and fading, like

so many barriers which interfere with, and

dim the briUiancy of a Ught? For these

powers are wont, for the most part, to wage

war upon and opjiose one another, while the

body's health is purchased by the sickness of

the soul, and the soul flourishes and looks up-

ward when pleasures are stilled and fade away

along with the body. But, wonderful as your

simplicity and nobility have seemed to me be-

fore, how is it that you have no fear, espe-

cially in times like these, that your spirit will

be considered a pretext, and that most men
will suppose, in spite of our spiritual profes-

sions, that we are undertaking this from car-

nal motives. For most men have made °- the

office to be looked upon as great and princely,

and accompanied with considerable enjoy-

ment, even though a man have the charge and

rule over a more slender flock than this, and

one which affords more troubles than pleas-

ures. Thus far of your simphcity, or parental

preference, if it be so, which makes you

neither admit yourself, nor readily suspect

in others anything disgraceful ; for a mind

hardly roused to evil, is slov/ to suspect evil.

My second duty is briefly to address this

people of yours, or now even of mine.

4. I have been overpowered, my friends

and brethren, for I Avill now, though I did

not at the time, ask for your aid. I have

been overpowered by the old age ofmy father,

and, to use moderate terms, the kindliness of

my friend. So, help me, each of you who
can, and stretch out a hand to me v/ho am
pressed down and torn asunder by regret and

enthusiasm. The one suggests flights, moun-

tains and deserts, and calm of soul and body,

and that the mind should retire into itself,

and recall its powers from sensible things, in

order to hold pure communion with God, and

be clearly illumined by the flashing rays of

the Spirit, with no admixture or disturbance

of the divine light by anything earthly or

clouded, until we come to the source of the

effulgence which we enjoy here, and regret

and desire arc alike stayed, when our mirrors ^

pass away in the light of truth. The other

wills that I should come forward, and bear

fruit for the common good, and be helped by

helping others, and publish the Divine light,

and bring to God a people for His own pos-

session, a holy nation, a royal priesthood,y and

His image cleansed in many souls. And this,

because, as a park is better than and prefera-

ble to a tree, the whole heaven with its orna-

a Jl/iit/f, by the manner in wliich they have sought for and cx-

ereiieU it. 6 1 Cor. xiii. 12. y 1 Pet. ii. 9.

ments to a single star, and the body to a limb,

so also, in the sight of God, is the reformation

of a whole church preferable to the progress

of a single soul : and therefore, I ought not to

look only on my own interest, but also on that

of others." For Christ also likewise, when it

was possible for him to abide in His ov.n

honour and deity, not only so far emptied

Himself as to take the form of a slave,^ but

also endured the cross, despising the shame,'*'

that he might by His own sufferings destroy

sin, and by death slay death. ^ The former

are the imaginings of desire, the latter the

teachings of the Spirit. And I, standing mid-

way between the desire and the Spirit, and

not knowing to which of the two I should

rather yield, will impart to you what seems

to me the best and safest course, that you may
test it with me and take part in my design.

5. It seemed to me to be best and least

dangerous to take a middle course between de-

sire and fear, and to yield in part to desire, in

part to the Spirit : and that this would be the

case, if I neither altogether evaded the office,

and so refused the grace, which would be dan-

gerous, nor yet assumed a burden beyond my
powers, for it is a heavy one. The former in-

deed is suited to the person of another, the lat-

ter to another's power, or rather to undertake

both ^^ould be madness. But piety and safety

would alike advise me to proportion the office

to my power, and as is the case with food, to

accept that which is within my power and re-

fuse what is beyond it, for health is gained for

the body, and tranquillity for the soul, by such

a course of moderation. Therefore I now
consent to share in the cares of my excellent

father, like an eaglet, not quite vainly flying

close to a mighty and high soaring eagle. But

hereafter I will offer my wing to the Spirit to

be borne whither, and as. He wills : no one

shall force or drag me in any direction, con-

trary to His counsel. For sweet it is to inherit

a father's toils, and this flock is more familiar

than a strange and foreign one ; I would even

add, more precious in the sight of God, unless

the spell of affection deceives me, and the force

of habit robs me of perception : nor is there

any more useful or safer course than that will-

ing rulers should rule willing subjects : since

it is our practice not to lead by force, or by
compulsion, but by good will. For this would

not hold together even another form of gov-

ernment, since that which is held in by force

is wont, when opportunity offers, to strike

for freedom : but freedom of will more than

a Phil. ii. 4. /3 lb, ii. 7. y Hcb, xii, 3, S lb. ii. if
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anything else it is, which holds together our

—

I will not call it rule, but—tutorship. For

the mystery of godliness" belongs to those who
are willing, not to those who are overpowered.

6. This is my speech to you, my good men,

uttered in simplicity and with all good will, and
this is the secret of my mind. And may the

victory rest with that which will be for the prof-

it of both you and me, under the Spirit's guid-

ance of our affairs, (for our discourse comes
back again to the same point,) P to Whom we
have given ourselves, and the head anointed

with the oil of perfection, in the Almighty
Father, and the Only-begotten Son, and the

Holy Spirit, Who is God. For how long

shall we hide v the lamp under the bushel,^ and
withhold from others the full knowledge of the

Godhead, when it ought to be now put upon
the lampstand and give light to all churches

and souls and to the whole fulness of the world,

no longer by means of metaphors, or intellect-

ual sketches, but by distinct declaration ?

And this indeed is a most perfect setting forth

of Theology to those who have been deemed
worthy of this grace in Christ Jesus Himself,

our Lord, to ^Vhom be glory, honour, and
power for ever. Amen.

INTRODUCTION TO ORATION XVI.

On his Father's Silence, Because of the
Plague of Hail.

This Oration belongs to the year a. d. 373.
A series of disasters had befallen the people of

Nazianzus. A deadly cattle plague, which had
devastated their herds, had been followed by a

prolonged drought, and now their just ripened

crops had been ruined by a storm of rain and
hail. The people flocked to the church, and
finding S. Gregory the elder so overwhelmed
by his sense of these terrible misfortunes that

he was unable to address them, implored

his coadjutor to enter the pulpit. The occa-

sion gave no time for preparation, so S. Greg-
ory poured out his feelings in a discourse w^hich

was in the fullest sense of the words ex tempore.

Its present form, however, as Benoit suggests,

may be due to a later polishing of notes taken

down at the time of delivery.

I. Why do you infringe upon the ap-

a I Tim. iii. l6.

The savie point, i.e., from which it started. § i.

y Ifiiie, etc. S. Gregory here alludes to the "economy" which
refrained from distinctly declaring the Divinity of the Holy Ghost.
Cf Or. xliii., 68. This declaration of his was afterwards com-
mented on by his audience and others, cf Kpist. 58, in which his
mode of teaching is contrasted with that of S. Itasil.

5 S. Matt. V. 15.

proved order of things ? Why would you

do violence to a tongue which is under obli-

gation to the law? Why do you challenge

a speech which is in subjection to the Spir-

it ? Why, when you have excused the

head, have you hastened to the feet ? Why
do you pass by Aaron" and urge forward

Lleazar ? I cannot allow the fountain to be

dammed up, while the rivulet runs its course;

the sun to be hidden, while the star shines

forth ; hoar hairs to be in retirement, while

youth lays down the law ; wisdom to be si-

lent, while inexperience speaks with assur-

ance. A heavy rain is not always more use-

ful than a gentle shower. Nay, indeed, if it

be too violent, it sweeps away the earth, and
increases the proportion of the farmer's loss

:

while a gentle fall, which sinks deep, en-

riches the soil, benefits the tiller and makes
the corn grow to a fine crop. So the fluent

speech is not more profitable than the wise.

For the one, though it perhaps gave a slight

pleasure, passes away, and is dispersed as

soon, and with as little effect, as the air on
which it struck, though it charms with its

eloquence the greedy ear. But the other

sinks into the mind, and opening wide its

mouth, fills it ^ with the Spirit, and, showing

itself nobler than its origin, produces a rich

harvest by a it\N syllables.

2. I have not yet alluded to the true and
first wisdom, for which our wonderful hus-

bandman and shepherd is conspicuous. The
first wisdom is a life worthy of praise, and
kept pure for God, or being purified for Him
Who is all-pure and all-luminous, Who de-

mands of us, as His only sacrifice, purifica-

tion—that is, a contrite heart and the sacri-

fice of praise,v and a new creation in Christ,^

and the new man,* and the like, as the Scri})-

ture loves to call it. The first wisdom is to

despise that wisdom which consists of language

and figures of speech, and spurious and un-

necessary embellishments. Be it mine to

speak five words with my understanding in

the church, rather than ten thousand words

in a tongue,^ and with the unmeaning voice

of a trumpet,'' which does not rouse my sol-

dier to the spiritual combat. This is the wis-

dom w^hich I praise, which I welcome. By
this the ignoble have w^on renown, and the

despised have attained the highest honours.

By this a crew of fisliermen have taken the

whole world in the meshes of the Gospel-net,

a AiiroH, S. Gregory the eld'jr. Elcazar, S. Gregory Na-
zianzen.

Ps. Ixxxi. II, y U). 1. 23 ; li. 19. ^ 2 Cor. v. 17.

« H^ph. iv. 24. S I Cor. xiv. 19. ») lb. xiv. 8.
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and overcome by a word finished and cut

short" the wisdom that comes to naught.^ I

count not wise the man who is clever in

words, nor him who is of a ready tongue, but

unstable and undisciplined in soul, like the

tombs which, fair and beautiful as they are

outwardly, are fetid with corpses within,Y and

full of manifold ill-savours ; but him who
speaks but little of virtue, yet gives many
examples of it in his practice, and proves

the trustworthiness of his language by his

life.

3. Fairer in my eyes, is the beauty which

we can gaze upon than that which is painted

in words : of more value the wealth which

our hands can hold, than that which is imag-

ined in our dreams ; and more real the wis-

dom of which we are convinced by deeds,

than that which is set forth in splendid lan-

guage. For "a good understanding," he

saith, " have all they that do thereafter," * not

they who proclaim it. Time is the best touch-

stone of this wisdom, and " the hoary head

is a crown of glory." ^ For if, as it seems to

me as well as to Solomon, we must "judge

none blessed before his death," ^ and it is un-

certain " what a day may bring forth," '» since

our life here below has many turnings, and the

body of our humiliation ^ is ever rising, falhng

and changing ; surely he, who without fault

has almost drained the cup of life, and nearly

reached the haven of the common sea of ex-

istence is more secure, and therefore more en-

viable, than one who has yet a long voyage

before him.

4. Do not thou, therefore, restrain a tongue

whose noble utterances and fruits have been

many, which has begotten many children of

righteousness—yea, lift up thine eyes round

about and see,'' how many are its sons, and

what are its treasures ; even this whole peo-

ple, whom thou hast begotten in Christ

through the Gospel." Grudge not to us those

words which are excellent rather than many,

and do not yet give us a foretaste of our im-

pending loss.''^ Speak in words which, if few,

are dear and most sweet to me, which, if

scarcely audible, are perceived from their

spiritual cry, as God heard the silence of

Moses, and said to him when interceding

mentally, "Why criest thou unto Me?"**
Comfort this people, I pray thee, I, who
was thy nursling, and have since been made

a Isni, X. 12, 23 (LXX.") ; Rom. ix. 28.

j3 I Cor. ii. 6. v S. M.itt. .\xiii. 27. fi Ps. cxi. 10.

e I'rov. xvi. 31. i Kecks, xi. 28. >) Prov. xxvii. i.

Phil. iii. 21. I Isni. xlix. 18. k 1 Cor. iv. 15.

\ /.OSS, i.e., the dc.ith of Ills futlier, whicli, from his age, could

not be long delayed. !> Kxod. xiv. 15.

Pastor, and now even Chief Pastor. Give a

lesson, to me in the Pastor's art, to this peo-

ple of obedience. Discourse awhile on our

present heavy blow, about the just judgments

of God, whether we grasp their meaning, or

are ignorant of their great deej)." How
again " mercy is put in the balance," ^ as holy

Isaiah declares, for goodness is not without

discernment, as the first labourers in the

vineyard Y fancied, because they could not

perceive any distinction between those who
were paid alike : and how anger, which is

called " the cup in the hand of the Lord," *

and " the cup of falling which is drained," *

is in proportion to transgressions, even though
He abates to all somewhat of what is their

due, and dilutes with compassion the un-

mixed draught of His wrath. For He in-

clines from severity to indulgence towards

those who accept chastisement with fear, and
who after a slight affliction conceive and are

in pain Avith conversion, and bring forth ^ the

perfect spirit of salvation ; but nevertheless he

reserves the dregs, *) the last drop of His anger,

that He may pour it out entire upon those

who, instead of being healed by His kind-

ness, grow obdurate, like the hard-hearted

Pharaoh,^ that bitter taskmaster, who is set

forth as an example of the power ' of God
over the ungodly.

5. Tell us whence come such blows and
scourges, and what account we can give of

them. Is it some disordered and irregular

motion or some unguided current, some un-

reason of the universe, as though there were no
Ruler of the world, Avhich is therefore borne

along by chance, as is the doctrine of the fool-

ishly wise, who are themselves borne along at

random by the disorderly spirit of darkness ?

Or are the disturbances and changes of the

luiiverse, (which was originally constituted,

blended, bound together, and set in motion in

a harmony known only to Him Who gave it

motion,) directed by reason and order under

the guidance of the reins of Providence?

Whence come famines and tornadoes and hail-

storms, our present warning blow? Whence
pestilences, diseases, earthquakes, tidal waves,

and fearful things in the heavens? And how
is the creation, once ordered for the enjoy-

ment of men, their common and equal de-

light, changed for the punishment of the un-

godly, in order that we may be chastised

through that for which, when honoured with

it, we did not give thanks, and recognise in

a Ps. xxxvi. 6. j3 Is. xxviii. 17. (LXX.). y S. M.itt. xx. 12.

& Ps. Ixxv. 9. e Isai. li. 17 (LXX.). ^ \h. xxvi. 18.

r) Ps. Ixxv. 10. 6 Exod. v. 6.; vii. 82, iKom. ix. 17,
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our sufferings that power which we did not

recognise in our benefits? How is it that

some receive at the Lord's hand double for

their sins," and the measure of their wicked-

ness is doubly filled up, as in the correction

of Israel, while the sins of others are done

away by a sevenfold recompense into their

bosom ? 3 What is the measure of the Am-
orites that is not yet full?v And how is

the sinner either let go, or chastised again,

let go perhaps, because reser\-ed for the other

world, chastised, because healed thereby in

this? Under what circumstances again is the

righteous, when unfortunate, possibly being

put to the test, or, when prosperous, being

observed, to see if he be poor in mind or

not very far superior to visible things, as

indeed conscience, our interior and unerring

tribunal, tells us. What is our calamity,

and what its cause ? Is it a test of virtue,

or a touchstone of wickedness ? And is it

better to bow beneath it as a chastisement,

even though it be not so, and humble our-

selves under the mighty hand of God,* or,

considering it as a trial, to rise superior to it ?

On these points give us instruction and warn-

ing, lest we be too much discouraged by our

present calamity, or fall into the gulf of evil

and despise it ; for some such feeling is very

general ; but rather that we may bear our ad-

monition quietly, and not provoke one more
severe by our insensibility to this.

6. Terrible is an unfruitful season, and the

loss of the crops. It could not be otherwise,

when men are already rejoicing in their hopes,

and counting on their all but harvested stores.

Terrible again is an unseasonable harvest,

when the farmers labour with heavy hearts,

sitting as it were beside the grave of their

crops, which the gentle rain nourished, but

the wild storm has rooted up, whereof the

mower filleth not his hand, neither he that

bindeth up the sheaves his bosom,* nor have
they obtained the blessing which passers-by

bestow upon the farmers. Wretched indeed is

the sight of the ground devastated, cleared,

and shorn of its ornaments, over which the

blessed Joel wails in his most tragic picture of

the desolation of the land, and the scourge of

famine ; ^ while another'' prophet wails, as he
contrasts with its former beauty its final disor-

der, and thus discourses on the anger of the

Lord when He smites the land : before him
is the garden of Eden, behind Him a desolate

a Isai. xl. 2. /5 Ps. Ixxix. 12. y Gen. xv. 16.

S I Pet. V. 6. e Ps. cxxix. 7. ^ Joel i. 10.

tj Another. Either this is a wrong reading, or S. Gregory's
memory fails him. The second quotation is also from Joel.

wilderness." Terrible indeed these things

are, and more than terrible, when we are

grieved only at what is present, and are not

yet distressed by the feeling of a severer blow :

since, as in sickness, the suffering which jjains

us from time to time is more distressing than

that which is not present. But more terrible

still are those which the treasures^ of God's
wrath contain, of which God forbid that you

should make trial ; nor will you, if you fly for

refuge to the mercies of God, and win over by
your tears Him Who will have mercy, v and
avert by your conversion what remains of His

^\Tath. As yet, this is gentleness and loving-

kindness and gentle reproof, and the first ele-

ments of a scourge to train our tender years :

as yet, the smoke * of His anger, the prelude of

His torments ; not yet has fallen the flaming

fire,* the climax of His being moved ; not yet

the kindled coals, ^ the final scourge, part of

which He threatened, when He lifted up the

other over us, part He held back by force,

when He brought the other upon us

;

using the threat and the blow alike for our

instruction, and making a way for His indig-

nation, in the excess of His goodness ; begin-

ning with what is slight, so that the more
severe may not be needed ; but ready to in-

struct us by what is greater, if He be forced

so to do.

7. I know the glittering sword,'' and the

blade made drunk in heaven, bidden to slay,

to bring to naught, to make childless, and to

spare neither flesh, nor marrow, nor bones. I

know Him, Who, though free from passion,

meets us like a bear robbed of her whelps, like

a leopard in the way of the Assyrians,^ not only

those of that day, but if anyone now is an As-

syrian in wickedness : nor is it possible to

escape the might and speed of His wrath when
He watches over our impieties, and His jeal-

ousy,' which knoweth to devour His adver-

saries, pursues His enemies to the death." I

know the emptying, the making void, the

making waste, the melting of the heart, and

knocking of the knees together,'^ such are the

punishments of the ungodly. I do not dwell

on the judgments to come, to which indul-

gence in this world delivers us, as it is better

to be punished and cleansed now than to be

transmitted to the torment to come, when it is

the time of chastisement, not of cleansing.

For as he who remembers God here is con-

queror of death (as David '^ has most excellently

o Joel ii. 3. /3 Deut. xxxii. 34 ; Jcr. 1. 25. 1 JIos. vi. 6.

S Ps. xviii. 8. e lb. cv. 32. f lb. Ixxviii. 50.

Jj Kzek. xxi. 9. 6 IIos. xiii. 7. 8. t Isai. xxvi. 11 (I,XX.).

K Hos. viii. 3. K Nahum ii. 10. (x Ps. vi. 5 (LXX.).
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sung) so the departed have not in the grave

confession and restoration ; for God has con-

fined hfe and action to this world, and to the

future the scrutiny of what has been done.

8. What shall we do in the day of visita-

tion," with which one of the Prophets terrifies

me, whether that of the righteous sentence of

God against us, or that upon the mountains
and hills, of which we have heard, or what-

ever and whenever it may be, when He will

reason with us, and oppose us, and set before

us^ those l)itter accusers, our sins, comparing

our wrongdoings with our benefits, and strik-

ing thought with thought, and scrutinising

action with action, and calling us to account

for the image V which has been blurred and
spoilt by wickedness, till at last He leads us

away self-convicted and self-condemned, no
longer able to say that we are being unjustly

treated—a thought which is able even here

sometimes to console in their condemnation

those who are suffering.

9. But then what advocate shall we have?
What pretext? What false excuse? What
plausible artifice? What device contrary to

the truth will impose upon the court, and rob

it of its right judgment, which places in the

balance for us all, our entire life, action, word,

and thought, and weighs against the evil that

which is better, until that which preponder-

ates wins the day, and the decision is given in

favour of the main tendency ; after which there

is no appeal, no higher court, no defence on

the ground of subsequent conduct, no oil ob-

tained from the wise virgins, or from them
that sell, for the lamps going out,^ no repent-

ance of the rich man wasting away in the

flame," and begging for repentance for his

friends, no statute of limitations ; but only

that final and fearful judgment-seat, more just

even than fearful ; or rather more fearful be-

cause it is also just ; when the thrones are set

and the Ancient of days takes His seat,^ and

the books are opened, and the fiery stream

comes forth, and the light before Him, and

the darkness prepared ; and they that have

done good shall go into the resurrection of

life,'' now hid in Christ" and to be mani-

fested hereafter with Him, and they that have

done evil, into the resurrection of judgment,'

to which they who have not believed have

been condemned already by the word which
judges them." Some will be welcomed by
the unspeakable light and the vision of the

holy and royal Trinity, Which now shines

o Isai, X. 3. (3 I's. 1. 2 [. V Gen. i. 26. 8 S. Matt. x.w. 8.

€ S. I.ul<. XVI. 24. i D.iii. vii. 9. 1) S. John v, 29.

dCol. iii. 3. I S. John v. 29. k S. John iii. 18 ; xii. 48.

upon them with greater brilliancy and purity

and unites Itself wholly to the whole soul, in

which solely and beyond all else I take it that

the kingdom of heaven consists. The others

among other torments, but above and before

them all must endure the being outcast from

God, and the shame of conscience which has

no limit. But of these anon.

10. What are we to do now, my brethren,

when crushed, cast down, and drunken but

not with strong drink nor with wine," which
excites and obfuscates but for a while, but

with the blow which the Lord has inflicted

upon us. Who says. And thou, O heart, be

stirred and shaken,^ and gives to the despisers

the spirit of sorrow and deep sleep to drink : y

to whom He also says, See, ye despisers, be-

hold, and wonder and perish ? * How shall

we bear His convictions ; or what reply shall

we make, when He reproaches us not only with

the multitude of the benefits for which we
have continued ungrateful, but also with His

chastisements, aud reckons up the remedies

with which we have refused to be healed ?

Calling us His children * indeed, but unworthy
children, and His sons, but strange sons^ who
have stumbled from lameness out of their

paths, in the trackless and rough ground.

How and by what means could I have in-

structed you, and I have not done so? By
gentler measures? I have applied them. I

passed by the blood drunk in Egypt from the

wells and rivers and all reservoirs of water i in

the first plague ; I passed over the next scourg-

es, the frogs, lice, and flies. I began with the

flocks and the cattle and the sheep, the fifth

plague, and, sparing as yet the rational creat-

ures, I struck the animals. You made light

of the stroke, and treated me with less reason

and attention than the beasts who were struck.

I withheld from you the rain ; one piece

was rained upon, and the piece whereupon it

rained not withered,^ and ye said " We will

brave it."' I brought the hail upon you,

chastising you with the opposite kind of blow,

I uprooted your vineyards and shrubberies,

and crops, but I failed to shatter your wicked-

ness.

11. Perchance He will say to me, who am
not reformed even by blows, I know that thou

art obstinate, and thy neck is an iron sinew,"

the heedless is heedless and the lawless man
acts lawlessly,^ naught is the hea^-enly correc-

tion, naught the scourges. The bellows are

o Isai. xxix. 9.

7 Ps. Ix. 2, 3 ; Isai. xxix. 10.

e Deut. x.\xii. 5.

TjExod. vii. 19. _ 9 Amos iv. 7.

K Isai, xlviii. 4.

P Hab. ii. 16.

S Hab. i. 5 ; Acts xiii. 41.

f Ps. xviii. 46.

ijcr. xviii. 12 (LXX.).
Mb. .\.\i. 2 (LXX.).
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burnt, the lead is consumed,* as I once re-

proached you by the mouth of Jeremiah,

the founder melted the silver in vain, your

wickednesses are not melted away. Can ye

abide my wrath, saith the Lord. Has not

My hand the power to inflict upon you

other i)lagues also? There are still at My
command the blains breaking forth from the

ashes of the furnace,^ by sprinkling which to-

ward heaven, Moses, or any other minister of

God's action, may chastise Egypt with dis-

ease. There remain also the locusts, the dark-

ness that may be felt, and the plague which,

last in order, was first in suffering and power,

the destruction and death of the firstborn, and,

to escape this, and to turn aside the destroyer,

it were better to sprinkle the doorposts of

our mind, contemplation and action, with the

great and saving token, with the blood of the

new covenant, by being crucified and dying
with Christ, that we may both rise and be

glorified and reign with Him both now and
at His final appearing, and not be broken and
crushed, and made to lament, when the griev-

ous destroyer smites us all too late in this life

of darkness, and destroys our firstborn, the

offspring and results of our life which we had
dedicated to God.

12. Far be it from me that I should ever,

among other chastisements, be thus re-

proached by Him Who is good, but walks

contrary to me in furyv because of my own
contrariness: I have smitten you with blast-

ing and mildew, and blight ; ^ without result.

The sword from without* made you childless,

yet have ye not returned unto Ale, saith the

Lord. May I not become the vine of the

beloved, which after being planted and en-

trenched, and made sure with a fence and
tower and every means which was possible,

when it ran wild and bore thorns, was conse-

quently despised, and had its tower broken

down and its fence taken away, and was not

pruned nor digged, but was devoured and
laid waste and trodden down by all ! ^ This is

what I feel I must say as to my fears, thus

have I been pained by this blow, and this, I

will further tell you, is my prayer. We have

sinned, we have done amiss, and have dealt

wickedly,'' for we have forgotten Thy com-
mandments and walked after our own evil-

thought,^ for we have behaved ourselves un-

worthily of the calling and gospel of Thy
Christ, and of His holy sufferings and humili-

ation for us ; we have become a reproach to

a Jer. vi. 29. P Exod. ix. 10.

S Lev. xxvi. 1 (LXX.) ; Amos iv. g.

^Isai. V. I. r) Uan. ix. 5.

y Lev. xxvi. 27, 28.

« Dent, xxxii. 25.

Isai. Ixv, 2,

Thy beloved, priest and people, we have erred

together, we have all gone out of the way,

we have together become unprofitable, there

is none that doeth judgment and justice, no
not one." We have cut short Thy mercies and
kindness and the bowels and compassion of

our God, by our wickedness and the perversity

of our doings, in which we have turned away.

Thou art good, but we have done amiss;

Thou art long-suffering, but we are worthy

of stripes; we acknowledge Thy goodness,

though we are without understanding, we
have been scourged for but few of our faults

;

Thou art terrible, and who will resist Thce?^
the mountains will tremble before Thee

;

and who will strive against the might of

Thine arm? If Thou shut the heaven, who
will open it? And if Thou let loose Thy tor-

rents, who will restrain them ? It is a light

thing in Thine eyes to make poor and to

make rich, to make alive and to kill, to strike

and to heal, and Thy will is perfect action.

Thou art angry, and we have sinned,y says

one of old, making confession ; and it is now
time for me to say the opposite, "We have

sinned, and Thou art angry :
" therefore have

we become a reproach to our neighbours.*

Thou didst turn Thy face from us, and we
were filled with dishonour. But stay, Lord,

cease. Lord, forgive, Lord, deliver us not up
for ever because of our iniquities, and let not

our chastisements be a warning for others,

when we might learn wisdom from the trials

of others. Of whom ? Of the nations which
know Thee not, and kingdoms which have

not been subject to Thy power. But we are

Thy people,* O Lord, the rod of Thine in-

heritance ; therefore correct us, but in good-

ness and not in Thine anger, lest Thou bring

us to nothingness^ and contempt among all

that dwell on the earth.

13. With these words I invoke mercy : and
if it were possible to propitiate His wrath with

whole burnt offerings or sacrifices, I would

not even have spared these. Do you also

yourselves imitate your trembling priest, you,

my beloved children, sharers with me alike

of the Divine correction and loving-kindness.

Possess your souls in tears, and stay His

wrath by amending your way of life. Sanc-

tify a fast, call a solemn assembly,'' as blessed

Joel with us charges you : gather the elders,

and the babes that suck the breasts, whose

tender age wins our pity, and is specially

worthy of the loving-kindness of God. I

know also what he enjoins both upon me, the

a Ps. xiv. 3. fS lb. Lxxvi. 7. y Isai. Ixiv. 5.

5 Ps. Ixxix. 4. «Ib. 6, 13. ^Jer. x. 24. Tjjoelii. 15.
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minister of God, and upon you, who have
been thought worthy of the same honour,

that we should enter His house in sackcloth,

and lament night and day between the porch
and the altar, in piteous array, and with more
piteous voices, crying aloud without ceasing

on behalf of ourselves and the people, spar-

ing nothing, cither toil or word, which may
propitiate God : saying " Spare, O Lord, Thy
people, and give not Thine heritage to re-

proach," « and the rest of the prayer ; surpass-

ing the people in our sense of the affliction as

much as in our rank, instructing them in our

own persons in compunction and correction of

wickedness, and in the consequent long-suffer-

ing of God, and cessation of the scourge.

14. Come then, all of you, my brethren,

let us worship and fall down, and weep before

the Lord our Maker ; ^ let us appoint a public

mourning, in our various ages and families,

let us raise the voice of supplication ; and let

this, instead of the cry which He hates, enter

into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. Let us

anticipate His anger by confession ; y let us de-

sire to see Him appeased, after He was wroth.

Who knoweth, he says, if He will turn and
repent, and leave a blessing behind Him ? ^

This I know certainly, I the sponsor of the

loving-kindness of God. And when He has

laid aside that which is unnatural to Him,
His anger. He Avill betake Himself to that

which is natural. His mercy. To the one He
is forced by us, to the other He is inclined.

And if He is forced to strike, surely He will

refrain, according to His Nature. Only let us

have mercy on ourselves, and open a road for

our Father's righteous affections. Let us

sow in tears, that we may reap in joy,* let

us show ourselves men of Nineveh, not of

Sodom. ^ Let us amend our wickedness, lest

we be consumed with it ; let us listen to the

preaching of Jonah, lest we be overwhelmed
by fire and brimstone, and if we have de-

parted from Sodom let us escape to the moun-
tain, let us flee to Zoar, let us enter it as the

sun rises ; let us not stay in all the plain, let

us not look around us, lest we be frozen into

a pillar of salt, a really immortal pillar, to ac-

cuse the soul which returns to wickedness.

15. Let us be assured that to do no wrong''

is really superhuman, and belongs to God
alone. I say nothing about the Angels, that

we may give no room for wrong feelings, nor
opportunity for harmful altercations. Our
unhealed condition arises from our evil and

a Joel ii. 17,

e I's. cxxvi. s.
r) /'(; lit) tio ii'rongy etc,

from Dcmosth. do Cor.

Ps. xcv. 6. y lb. xcv. 2 (LXX.). 5 Joel ii. 14.

i, Gen. xix. 17, 23 ; Jonah iii. 5.

Clcmencet cjuotes this as an aphoiisni

unsubdued nature, and from the exercise of its

powers. Our repentance when we sin, is a

human action, but an action which bespeaks a

good man, belonging to that portion which is

in the way of salvation. For if even our dust

contracts somewhat of wickedness, and the

earthly tabernacle presseth down the upward
flight of the soul,*' which at least was created

to fly upward, yet let the image be cleansed

from filth, and raise aloft the flesh, its yoke-

fellow, lifting it on the wings of reason; and,

what is better, let us neither need this cleans-

ing, nor have to be cleansed, by j^reserving our

original dignity, to which we are hastening

through our training here, and let us not by
the bitter taste of sin be banished from the

tree of life : though it is better to turn again

when we err, than to be free from correction

when we stumble. For whom the Lord
loveth He chasteneth,^ and a rebuke is a

fatherly action ; while every soul which is un-

chastised, is unhealed. Is not then freedom

from chastisement a hard thing? But to fail to

be corrected by the chastisement is still harder.

One of the prophets, speaking of Israel, whose
heart was hard and uncircumcised, says.

Lord, Thou hast stricken them, but they have

not grieved, Thou hast consumed them but

they have refused to receive correction ;
v and

again. The people turned not to Him that

smiteth them ;
^ and Why is my people slid-

den back by a perpetual backsliding,* because

of which it will be utterly crushed and de-

stroyed ?

16. It is a fearful thing, my brethren, to

fall into the hands of a living God,^ and fear-

ful is the face of the Lord against them that

do evil,'' and abolishing wickedness with utter

destruction. Fearful is the ear of God, listen-

ing even to the voice of Abel speaking through

his silent blood. Fearful His feet, which over-

take evildoing. Fearful also His filling of the

universe, so that it is impossible anywhere to

escape the action of God,^ not even by flying

up to heaven, or entering Hades, or by escap-

ing to the far East, or concealing ourselves in

the depths and ends of the sea.' Nahum the

Elkoshite was afraid before me, when he pro-

claimed the burden of Nineveh, God is jealous,

and the Lord takes vengeance in wrath upon
His adversaries," and uses such abundance of

severity that no room is left for further ven-

geance upon the wicked. For whenever I

hear Isaiah threaten the people of Sodom
and rulers of Cromorrah,^ and say Why will

a Wisd. ix. 15.

5 Isai. i.v. 13.

jj Ps. xxxiv. 16.

K Nahum i.

/3 Prov. iii. ii.

e Jer. viii. 5.

S Jer. xxiii. 24.

1 Jer. V. 3.

^Hcl.. X. ji.

t Ps. cxxxix. 7, 8.

A Isni. i. 10.
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ye be smitten any more, adding sin to sin ?*

I am almost filled with horror, and melted to

tears. It is impossible, he says, to find any

blow to add to those which are past, because

of your newly added sins ; so completely have

you run through the whole, and exhausted

every form of chastisement, ever calling upon
yourselves some new one by your wickedness.

There is not a wound, nor bruise, nor putrefy-

ing sore ; ^ the plague affects the whole body
and is incurable : for it is impossible to apply

a plaster, or ointment or bandages. I pass

over the rest of the threatenings, that I may
not press upon you more heavily than your

present plague.

17. Only let us recognise the purpose of

the evil. Why have the crops withered, our

storehouses been emptied, the pastures of our

flocks failed, the fruits of the earth been with-

held, and the plains been filled with shame
instead of with fatness : why have valleys la-

mented and not abounded in corn, the moun-
tains not dropped sweetness, as they shall do
hereafter to the righteous, but been stript

and dishonoured, and received on the contrary

the curse of Gilboa ? y The whole earth has

become as it was in the beginning, before it

was adorned with its beauties. Thou visit-

edst the earth, and madest it to drink*—but

the visitation has been for evil, and the draught

destructive. Alas ! what a spectacle ! Our
prolific crops reduced to stubble, the seed we
sowed is recognised by scanty remains, and our

harvest, the approach of which we reckon from
tlie number of the months, instead of from

the ripening corn, scarcely bears the firstfruits

for the Lord. Such is the w^ealth of the un-

godly, such the harvest of the careless sower

;

as the ancient curse runs, to look for much,
and bring in little,^ to sow and not reap, to

plant and not press, ^ ten acres of vineyard to

yield one bath : '» and to hear of fertile harvests

in other lands, and be ourselves pressed by
famine. Why is this, and what is the cause

of the breach ? Let us not wait to be con-

victed by others, let us be our own examiners.

An important medicine for evil is confession,

and care to avoid stumbling. I will be first

to do so, as I have made my report to my peo-

ple from on high, and performed the duty of a

watcher.^ For I did not conceal the coming
of the sword that I might save my own soul

'

and those of my hearers. So will I now an-

nounce the disobedience ofmy people, making

alsai. i. s(LXX.).
S Vs. Ixv. 9.

7} Isai. V. 10.

I Ezek. xxxiii. 3.

VOL. vir.

P lb. i. 6.

« Hag. i. 9.

lb. xxi. 6
;

y 3 Sam. i. 21.

4 Deut. xxviii. 39.
Ixii, 6 ; Habak. ii. i.

what is theirs my own, if I may perchance

thus obtain some tenderness and relief

18. One of us has oppressed the poor, and
wTested from him his portion of land, and
wrongly encroached upon his landmark by
fraud or \iolence, and joined hou.se to house,

and field to field, to rob his neighbour of

something, and been eager to have no neigh-

bour, so as to dwell alone on the earth.**

Another has defiled the land with usury and
interest, both gathering where he had not

sowed and reaping where he had not strawed,^

farming, not the land, but the necessity of the

needy. Another has robbed God,Y the giver

of all, of the firstfruits of the barnfloor and
winepress, showing himself at once thankless

and senseless, in neither giving thanks for what
he has had, nor prudently providing, at least,

for the future. Another has had no pity on
the widow and orphan, and not imparted his

bread and meagre nourishment to the needy,

or rather to Christ, Who is nourished in the

persons of those who are nourished even in a

slight degree ; a man perhaps of much proper-

ty unexpectedly gained, for this is the most
unjust of all, who finds his many barns too

narrow for him, filling some and emptying
others, to build greater * ones for future crops,

not knowing that he is being snatched away
with hopes unrealised, to give an account of

his riches and fancies, and proved to have
been a bad steward of another's goods. An-
other has turned aside the way of the meek,*

and turned aside the just among the unjust

;

another has hated him that reproveth in the

gates, f and abhorred him that speaketh up-

rightly ; i another has sacrificed to his net

which catches much,^ and keeping the spoil of

the poor in his house,' has either remembered
not God, or remembered Him ill—by saying
" Blessed be the Lord, for we are rich," * and
wickedly supposed that he received these

things from Him by Whom he will be pun-

ished. For because of these things cometh

the wrath of God upon the children of disobe-

dience.^ Because of these things the heaven

is shut, or opened for our punishment ; and

much more, if we do not repent, even when
smitten, and draw near to Him, Who ap-

proaches us through the powers of nature.

19. What shall be said to this by those of

us who are buyers and sellers of corn, and

watch the hardships of the seasons, in order to

grow prosperous, and luxuriate in the misfor-

a Isai. V. 8.

6 -S. I.uke xii. 18.

ij Amos V. TO.

K /Ccch. xi.

P S. Matt. XXV. 26.

e Amos ii. 7.

e Habak. i. 16.

y Mai. iii. 8.

^ Isai. xxix. 21.

I Isai. iii. 14.

A Eph. V. 0.
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times of others, and acquire, not, like Joseph,

the property of the Egyptians," as a j^art of a

wide jjolicy, (for he could both collect and
supply corn duly, as he also could foresee the

fomine, and provide against it afar off,) but the

property of their fellow countrymen in an il-

legal manner, for they say, "When vv-ill the

new moon be gone, that we may sell, and the

sabbaths, that we may ojjen our stores ? " ^ And
they corrupt justice with divers measures and
balances, V and draw upon themselves the ephah
of lead.^ What shall we say to these thi ngs who
know no limit to our getting, who worship gold

and silver, as those of old worshipped Baal,

and Astarte and the abomination (Jhemosh?*
Who give heed to the brilliance of costly

stones, and soft flowing garments, the prey of

moths, and the plunder of robbers and ty-

rants and thieves ; who are proud of their

multitude of slaves and animals, and spread

themselves over plains and mountains, with

their possessions and gains and schemes, like

Solomon's horseleach ^ which cannot be satis-

fied, any more than the grave, and the earth,

and fire, and water ; who seek for another world
for their possession, and find fault with the

bounds of God, as too small for their insatiable

cupidity? What of those who sit on lofty

thrones and raise the stage of government, with

a brow loftier than that of the theatre, tak-

ing no account of the God over all, and the

height of the true kingdom that none can ap-

proach unto, so as to rule their subjects as fellow-

servants, as needing themselves no less loving-

kindness ? Look also, I pray you, at those

who stretch themselves upon beds of ivory,

whom the divine Amos fitly upbraids, who
anoint themselves with the chief ointments,

and chant to the sound of instruments of music,

and attach themselves to transitory things as

though they were stable, but have not grieved

nor had compassion for the affliction of Jo-
seph ;

^ though they ought to have been kind to

those who had met with disaster before them,
and by mercy have obtained mercy ; as the fir-

tree should howl, because the cedar had fallen,^

and be instructed by their neighbours' chas-

tisement, and be led by others' ills to regulate

their own lives, having the advantage of being

saved by their predecessors' fate, instead of

being themselves a warning to others.

20. Join with us, thou divine and sacred

person, in considering these questions, with
the store of experience, that source of wisdom,
whicli thou hast gathered in thy long life.

a Gen. xli. 39. (3 Amos viii.

S Zech. V. 8.

i Prov. XXX. 15. J) Amos vi.

5. 7 Prov. x
r I Kings xi. 33.

4-C, /cell.

Herewith instruct thy peoijle. Teach them to

break their bread to the hungry, to gather

together the poor that have no shelter, to cover

their nakedness and not neglect those of the

same blood," and now esi)ecially that we may
gain a benefit from our need instead of from

abundance, a result which pleases God more
than plentiful offerings and large gifts. After

this, nay before it, show thyself, I pray, a

Moses, ^ or Phinehas v to day. Stand on our

behalf and make atonement, and let the plague

be stayed, either by the .spiritual sacrifice,* or

by prayer and reasonable intercession.* Res-

train the anger of the Lord by thy mediation :

avert any succeeding blows of the scourge.

He knoweth to respect the hoar hairs of a

father interceding for his children. Intreat

for our past wickedness : be our surety for the

future. Present a people purified by suffering

and fear. Beg for bodily sustenance, but beg
rather for the angels' food that cometh down
from heaven. So doing, thou wilt make God
to be our God, wilt conciliate heaven, wilt

restore the former and latter rain :
f the Lord

shall show loving-kindness ^ and our land shall

yield her fruit ;
^ our earthly land its fruit

which lasts for the day, and our frame, which
is but dust, the fruit which is eternal, which
we shall store up in the heavenly winepresses

by thy hands, who presentest both us and
ours in Christ Jesus our Lord, to whom be
glory for evermore. Amen.

INTRODUCTION TO ORATION XVIII.

On the Death of his Father.

This Oration was delivered a. d. 374. S.

Gregory the elder died early in that year,

according to the Greek Meneea on the ist of

January, though Clemencet and some others

place his death a few months later. His wife,

S. Nonna, survived him, and was present to

hear the Oration, as was also S. Basil, who
desired to honour one wlio had consecrated

him to the Ei)iscopate. The aged Saint, who
died in his hundredth year, had originally

belonged to a sect called Hypsistarii. Our
knowledge of the existence and tenets of this

sect is due to this Oration ' and to a few sen-

tences in that of S. Greg. Nyssen. (c. Eunom.
I. ed. 16

1 5, p. 12), by whom they are called

Hypsistians. He was converted by the prayers,

influence and example of his wife, S. Nonna,

a Isai. Ivili. 7. /3 Exod. xxxii. 11. y Ps. cvi. 23, 30.

S I Pet. ii. 5. « Rom. xli. i. ? Jo^l ii. 23.

1) I's, Ixxxv. 13. 6 lb. Ixvii, 6. 4 Cf. C>rat, viii. § 4, note.
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and, soon after his baptism, consecrated IJishoi)

of Nazianzus. He was eminent as an able

administrator, a devout Christian, an orthodox
teacher, a steadfast Confessor of the faith, a

sympathetic Pastor, an affectionate father. In

his hfe and worlc he was seconded by his wife,

and followed by his three children, Gregory,
Gorgonia, and Coesarius, whose names are all

to be found upon the roll of the Saints.

FuxERAL Oration on his Father, in the
PRESENCE OF S. BaSIL.

1. O man of God," and faithful servant,^

and steward of the mysteries of God,Y and
man of desires * of the Spirit :

^ for thus Script-

ure siDeaks of men advanced and lofty, superior

to visible things. I will call you also a God
to Pharaoh f and all the Fgyptian and hostile

power, and pillar and ground of the Church''
and will of God ^ and light in the world,

holding forth the word of life,' and prop of

the faith and resting place of the Spirit. But
why should I enumerate all the titles which
your virtue, in its varied forms, has won
for and applied to you as your own ?

2. Tell me, however, whence do you come,
what is your business, and what favour do
you bring us ? Since I know that you are

entirely moved with and by God, and for

the benefit of those who receive you. Are
you come to inspect us, or to seek for the

pastor, or to take the oversight of the flock ?

You find us no longer in existence, but for

the most part having passed away with him,
unable to bear with the place of our afflic-

tion, especially now that we have lost our
skilful steersman, our light of life, to whom
we looked to direct our course as the blazing

beacon of salvation above us : he has departed
with all his excellence, and all the power of
pastoral organization, which he had gathered

in a long time, full of days and wisdom, and
crowned, to use the words of Solomon, with
the hoary head of glory." His flock is desolate

and downcast, filled, as you see, with despond-
ency and dejection, no longer reposing in

the green pasture,^ and reared up by the water
of comfort, but seeking precipices, deserts

and pits, in which it will be scattered and
perish ;

** in despair of ever obtaining another
wise pastor, absolutely persuaded that it can-

Josh. xiv. 6. p Numb. xii. 7.

Y I Cor. iv. 1. 6 D.-in. ix. 23 (F.XX.).
« The first words .ire addressed to 5. Basil, who was present.

i Exod. vii. I. 1) I. Tim. vii. 15. Isai. Ixii. 4. (LXX.)
1 Phil. ii. 16. K Prov. xvi. 31.
\ Ps. xxiii. 2. n Ezek. xxxiv. 14.

not find such an one as he, content if it

be one who will not be far inferior.

3. There are, as I said, three causes to ne-

cessitate your presence, all of equal weight,

ourselves, the pastor, and the flock : come then,

and according to the si)irit of ministry which
is ill you, assign to each its due, and guide
your words in judgment, so that we may
more than ever marvel at your wisdom.
And how will you guide them ? First by
bestowing seemly praise upon his virtue,

not only as a pure sepulchral tribute of speech

to him who was pure, but also to set forth

to others his conduct and example as a mark
of true piety. Then bestow upon us some
brief counsels concerning life and death, and
the union and severance of body and soul,

and the two worlds, the one present but

transitory, the other spiritually perceived

and abiding ; and persuade us to despise

that which is deceitful and disordered and
uneven, carrying us and being carried, like

the waves, now up, now down ; but to cling

to that which is firm and stable and divine

and constant, free from all disturbance and
confusion. For this would lessen our pain

because of friends departed before us, nay we
should rejoice if your words should carry

us hence and set us on high, and hide distress

of the present in the future, and persuade
us that we also are pressing on to a good
Master, and that our home is better than our
pilgrimage ; and that translation and removal
thither is to us who are tempest-tost here like

a calm haven to men at sea ; or as ease and
relief from toil come to men who, at the close

of a long journey, escape the troubles of the

wayfarer, so to those who attain to the hostel

yonder comes a better and more tolerable ex-

istence than that of those who still tread the

crooked and precipitous path of this life.

4. Thus might you console us ; but what
of the flock ? Would you first promise the

oversight and leadership of yourself, a man
under whose wings Ave all would gladly repose,

and for whose words we thirst more eagerly

than men suffering from thirst for the purest

fountain ? Secondly, persuade us that the

good shepherd who laid down his life for the

sheep" has not even now left us; but is

present, and tends and guides, and knows his

own, and is known of his own, and, though
bodily invisible, is spiritually recognized, and
defends his flock against the wolves, and al-

lows no one to climb over into the fold as a

robber and traitor ; to pervert and steal away.

a S. John x. 11,

T 2
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by the voice of strangers, souls under the fair

guidance of the truth. Aye, I am well as-

sured that his intercession is of more avail now
than was his instruction in former days, since

he is closer to God, now that he has shaken

off his bodily fetters, and freed his mind from

the clay which obscured it, and holds inter-

course naked with the nakedness of the prime

and purest Mind ; being promoted, if it be not

rash to say so, to the rank and confidence of

an angel. This, with your power of speech

and spirit, you will set forth and discuss bet-

ter than I can sketch it. But in order that,

through ignorance of his excellences, your lan-

guage may not fall very far short of his deserts,

I will, from my own knowledge of the departed,

briefly draw an outhne, and preliminary plan

of an eulogy to be handed to you, the illus-

trious artist of such subjects, for the details of

the beauty of his virtue to be filled in and

transmitted to the ears and minds of all.

5. Leaving to the laws of panegyric the

description of his country, his family, his

nobility of figure, his external magnificence,

and the other subjects of human pride, I

begin with what is of most consequence and
comes closest to ourselves. He sprang from a

stock unrenowned, and not well suited for

piety, for I am not ashamed of his origin, in

my confidence in the close of his life, one

that was not planted in the house of God,"
but far removed and estranged, the combined
product of two of the greatest opposites

—

Greek error and legal imposture, some parts of

each of which it escaped, of others it was

compounded. For, on the one side, they re-

ject idols and sacrifices, but reverence fire

and lights ; on the other, they observe the

Sabbath and petty regulations as to certain

meats, but despise circumcision. These lowly

men call themselves Hypsistarii, and the Al-

mighty is, so they say, the only object of

their worship. What was the result of this

double tendency to impiety ? I know not

whether to praise more highly the grace which
called him, or his own purpose. However, he

so purged the eye of his mind from the hu-

mours ^ which obscured it, and ran towards

the truth with such speed that he endured the

loss of his mother and his property for a while,

for the sake of his heavenly Father and the

true inheritance: and submitted more readily

to this dishonour, than others to the greatest

honours, and, most wonderful as this is, I won-
der at it but little. Why ? Because this

aPs. xcii. 13.

P Humours. This word is used Aristtph. Plut. 581, of the ob-

scuring cfiect of old prejudices.

glory is common to him with many others,

and all must come into the great net of God,
and be caught by the words of the fishers, al-

though some are earlier, some later, enclosed

by the Gospel. But what does especially in

his life move my wonder, it is needful for me
to mention.

6. Even before he was of our fold, he was

ours. His character made him one of us.

For, as many of our own are not with us, whose

life alienates them from the common body, so,

many of those without are on our side, whose

character anticipates their faith, and need

only the name of that which indeed they pos-

sess. My father was one of these, an alien

shoot, but inclined by his life towards us.

He was so far advanced in self control, that

he became at once most beloved and most

modest, two qualities difficult to combine.

What greater and more splendid testimony

can there be to his justice than his exercise of

a position second to none in the state, with-

out enriching himself by a single farthing,

although he saw everyone else casting the

hands of Briareus upon the public funds, and
swollen with ill-gotten gain ? For thus do I

term unrighteous wealth. Of his prudence

this also is no slight proof, but in the course

of my speech further details will be given. It

was as a reward " for such conduct, I think,

that he attained to the faith. How this came
about, a matter too important to be passed

over, I would now set forth.

7. I have heard the Scripture say : Who
can find a valiant woman ? ^ and declare that

she is a divine gift, and that a good marriage

is brought about by the Lord. Even those

without are of the same mind ; if they say

that a man can win no fairer prize than a

good wife, nor a worse one than her opposite.

v

But we can mention none who has been in

this respect more fortunate than he. For I

think that, had anyone from the ends of the

earth and from every race of men attempted

to bring about the best of marriages, he could

not have found a better or more harmonious

one than this. For the most excellent of men
and of women were so united that their mar-

riage was a union of virtue rather than of

bodies : since, while they excelled all others,

they could not excel each other, because in

virtue they were quite equally matched.

8. She indeed who was given to Adam as

a help meet for him, because it was not good
for man to be alone,* instead of an assistant

a Keivard. Faith is, as Cleinencet remarks, " the gift of God

'

-but cf. S. John vii. 17. |8 Prov. x.xxi. 10, 7.

y Ilcsiod : Works and Days, 700. 5 Gen. ii. iS.
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became an enemy, and instead of a yoke-

fellow, an opponent, and beguiling the man
by means of pleasure, estranged him through

the tree of knowledge from the tree of life.

But she who was given by God to my father

became not only, as is less wonderful, his as-

sistant, but even his leader, drawing him on
by her influence in deed and word to the

highest excellence
;

judging it best in all

other respects to be overruled by her husband

according to the law of marriage, but not be-

ing ashamed, in regard of piety, even to offer

herself as his teacher. Admirable indeed as

was this conduct of hers, it was still more ad-

mirable that he should readily acquiesce in it.

She is a woman who while others have been

honoured and extolled for natural and arti-

ficial beauty, has acknowledged but one kind

of beauty, that of the soul, and the preserva-

tion, or the restoration as far as possible, of

the Divine image. Pigments and devices for

adornment she has rejected as worthy of wo-

men on the stage. The only genuine form of

noble birth she recognized is piety, and the

knowledge of whence we are sprung and
whitlier we are tending. The only safe and
inviolable form of wealth is, she considered,

to strip oneself of wealth for God and the

poor, and especially for those of our own kin

who are unfortunate ; and such help only as is

necessary, she held to be rather a reminder, than

a relief of their distress, while a more liberal

beneficence brings stable honour and most

perfect consolation. Some women have ex-

celled in thrifty management, others in piety,

while she, difificult as it is to unite the two
virtues, has surpassed all in both of them,

both by her eminence in each, and by
the fact that she alone has combined them
together. To as great a degree has she, by
her care and skill, secured the prosperity of her

household, according to the injunctions and
laws of Solomon as to the valiant woman, as if

she had had no knowledge of piety ; and she

applied herself to God and Divine things as

closely as if absolutely released from household

cares, allowing neither branch of her duty to

interfere with the other, but rather making
each of them support the other.

9. WHiat time or place for prayer ever es-

caped her ? To this she was drawn before all

other things in the day; or rather, who had
such hope of receiving an immediate answer
to her requests ? Who paid such reverence

to the hand and countenance of the priests ?

Or honoured all kinds of j^hilosophy? Who
reduced the flesh by more constant fast and
vigil? Or stood like a pillar at the night

long and daily psalmody? Who had a

greater love for virginity, though patient of

the marriage bond herself? Who was a bet-

ter patron of the orphan and the widow ?

Who aided as much in the alleviation of

the misfortunes of the mourner? These

things, small as they are, and perhaps con-

temptible in the eyes of some, because not

easily attainable by most people (for that

which is unattainable comes, through envy, to

be thought not even credible), are in my eyes

most honourable, since they were the discov-

eries of her faith and the undertakings of her

spiritual fervour. So also in the holy assem-

blies, or places, her voice was never to be heard

except " in the necessary responses of the ser-

vice.

10. And if it was a great thing for the altar

never to have had an iron tool lifted upon it,^

and that no chisel should be seen or heard,

with greater reason, since everything dedi-

cated to God ought to be natural and free

from artificiality, it was also surely a great

thing that she reverenced the sanctuary by her

silence ; that she never turned her back to the

venerable table, nor spat upon the divine pave-

ment ; that she never grasped the hand or kissed

the lips of any heathen woman, however hon-

ourable in other respects, or closely related

she might be ; nor would she ever share the

salt, I say not willingly but even under com-
pulsion, of those who came from the profane

and unholy table ; nor could she bear, against

the law of conscience, to pass by or look upon
a polluted house ; nor to have her ears or

tongue, which had received and uttered divine

things, defiled by Grecian tales or theatrical

songs, on the ground that what is unholy is

unbecoming to holy things ; and what is still

more wonderful, she never so far yielded to the

external signs of grief, although greatly moved
even by the misfortunes of strangers, as to

allow a sound of woe to burst forth before the

Eucharist, or a tear to fall from the eye mys-

tically sealed, or any trace of mourning to be

left on the occasion of a festival, however fre-

quent her own sorrows might be ; inasmuch as

the God-loving soul should subject every hu-

man experience to the things of God.
11. I pass by in silence what is still more

ineffable, of which God is witness, and those

of the faithful handmaidens to whom she has

confided such things. That which concerns

myself is perhaps undeserving of mention,

since I have proved unworthy of the hope

I a Excefit, etc. I.it,

I
liturgical) [words]."

' /3 Dcut. xxvii. 5.

, "except the necessary and mystical (i. e.,
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cherished in regard to me : yet it was on her

part a great undertaking to promise me to

God before my birth, with no fear of the

future, and to dedicate me immediately after

I was born. Through God's goodness has it

been that she has not utterly failed in her

prayer, and that the auspicious sacrifice was
not rejected. Some of these things were
already in existence, others were in the future,

growing up by ineans of gradual additions.

And as the sun which most pleasantly casts

its morning rays, becomes at midday hotter

and more brilliant, so also did she, who from
the first gave no slight evidence of piety,

shine forth at last with fuller light. Then in-

deed he, who had established her in his house,

had at home no slight spur to piety, possessed,

by her origin and descent, of the love of God
and Christ, and having received virtue as her

patrimony ; not, as he had been, cut out of

the wild olive and grafted into the good olive,

yet unable to bear, in the excess of her

faith, to be unequally yoked ; for, though sur-

passing all others in endurance and fortitude,

she could not brook this, the being but half

united to God, because of the estrangement

of him who was a part of herself, and the fail-

ure to add to the bodily union, a close con-

nexion in the spirit : on this account, she fell

before God night and day, entreating for the

salvation of her head with many fastings and
tears, and assiduously devoting herself to her

husband, and influencing him in many ways,

by means of reproaches, admonitions, atten-

tions, estrangements, and above all by her

own character with its fervour for piety, by
which the soul is specially prevailed upon and
softened, and willingly submits to virtuous

pressure. The drop" of water constantly

striking the rock was destined to hollow it,

and at length attain its longing, as the sequel

shows.

12. These were the objects of her prayers

and hopes, in the fervour of faith rather than

of youth. Indeed, none was as confident of

things present as she of things hoped for, from

her experience of the generosity of God. For
the salvation of my father there was a concur-

rence of the gradual conviction ^ of his reason,

and the vision of dreams which God often be-

stows upon a soul worthy of salvation. What
was the vision ? This is to me the most
pleasing part of the story. He thought that

he was singing, as he had never done before,

though his wife was frequent in her supplica-

tions and prayers, this verse from the psalms

o T/w drop. A fiimili.ir proverb. Choerilus, 9.

/3 Conviction. Lit., "healing"

of holy David: I was glad when they said

unto me, we will go into the house of the

Lord." The psalm was a strange one to him,

and along with its words the desire came to

him. As soon as she heard it, having thus

obtained her prayer, she seized the oppor-

tunity, replying that the vision would bring

the greatest pleasure, if accompanied by its

fulfilment, and, manifesting by her joy the

greatness of the benefit, she urged forward his

salvation, before anything could intervene to

hinder the call, and dissipate the object of her

longing. At that very time it happened that

a number of Bishops were hastening to Nicjea,

to oppose the madness of Arius, since the

wickedness of dividing the Godhead had just

arisen ; so my father yielded himself to God
and to the heralds of the truth, and confessed his

desire, and requested from them the common
salvation, one of them being the celebrated

Leontius, at that time our own metropolitan.

It would be a great wrong to grace, were I

to pass by in silence the wonder which then

was bestowed upon him by grace. The
witnesses of the wonder^ are not few. The
teachers of accuracy were spiritually at fault,

and the grace was a forecast of the future, and
the formula of the priesthood was mingled

with the admission of the catechumen. O
involuntary initiation ! bending his knee, he

received the form of admission to the state

of a catechumen in such wise, that many, not

only of the highest, but even of the lowest, in-

tellect, prophesied the future, being assured by
no indistinct signs of what was to be.

13. After a short interval, wonder succeeded

wonder. I will commend the account of it

to the ears of the faithful, for to profane

minds nothing that is good is trustworthy.

He was approaching that regeneration by
water and the Spirit, by which we confess to

God the formation and completion of the

Christlike man, and the transformation and
reformation from the earthy to the Spirit.

He was approaching the laver with warm de-

sire and bright hope, after all the purgation

possible, and a far greater purification of soul

and body than that of the men who were to

recei^•e the tallies from Moses. Their purifi-

cation extended only to their dress, and a

slight restriction of the belly, and a temporary

continence. v The whole of his past life had
been a preparation for the enlightenment, and

a. Ps. cxxii. i.

p T/tc icoitdey, .S. Gregor\' the elder ought, according to the
rite of .idmission to the ranks of the Catechumens, to have re-

mained standing, and in thai position have had his ears .anointed.

He fell upon his knees and the liishop, in forgetfulness, pro-
nounced over hira the form of ordination to the Priesthood,

y Exod, .\i.\. 10, 15.
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a preliminary purification making sure the

gift, in order tliat perfection miglit he en-

trusted to purity, and tliat the blessing might

incur no risk in a soul which was confident in

its possession of the grace. And as he was
ascending out of the water, there flashed

around him a light and a glory worthy of the

disiX)sition with which he approached the

gift of faith ;
» this was manifest even to some

others, who tor the time concealed the wonder,
from fear of speaking ofa sight which each one
thought had been only his own, but shortly

afterwards communicated it to one another.

To the baptiser ^ and initiator, however, it

was so clear and visible, that he could not

even hold back the mystery, but publicly cried

out tliat he was anointing with the Spirit his

own successor.

14. Nor indeed would anyone disbelieve

this who has heard and knows that Moses,

when little in the eyes of men, and not yet of

any account, was called from the bush which
burned but was not consumed, or rather by
Him who apjieared in the bush,v and was en-

couraged by that first wonder : Moses, I say, for

whom the sea was divided,* and manna rained

down,* and the rock poured out a fountain,^

and the pillar of fire and cloud led the way in

turn, and the stretching out of his hands gained

a victory, and the representation of the cross

overcame tens of thousands. Isaiah, again,

who beheld the glory of the Seraphim,'' and
after him Jeremiah, who was entrusted with

great power against nations and kings ;
* the

one heard the divine voice and was cleansed

by a live coal for his prophetic office, and the

other was known before his formation and
sanctified before his birth. Paul, also, while

yet a persecutor, who became the great herald

of the truth and teacher of the Gentiles in

faith,' was surrounded by a light* and ac-

knowledged Him whom he was i>ersecuting,

and was entrusted with his great ministry,

and filled every ear and mind with the gospel.

15. Why need I count up all those who
have been called to Himself by God and associ-

ated with such wonders as confirmed him in

his piety ? Nor was it the case that after such
and .so incredible and startling beginnings, any
of the former things was put to shame by his

subsequent conduct, as happens with those

a The gijt 0/ faith. One of the questions in some ancient
rites of administering Holy Baptism was, " What seckest thou of
the Church?'' to which the answer was " Faith."

The hnptisrr. The TJishop of Nazianzus— not T.eontius of
Cacsarea, who had much to do with Gregory's instruction and had,
possibly, admitted him to the order of Catechumens.
y Kxod. iii. 4. 5 lb. xiv. 22. e lb. xvi. 4.

5 lb. xvii. 6. I) Isai. vi. i et scq. 9 Jor. i. 10.

1 I Tim. li. 7 ; 2 Tim. i, 11. k Acts Lx, 3,

who very soon acquire a distaste for what is

good, and so neglect all further progress, if

they do not utterly relapse into vice. This
cannot be said of him, for he was most con-
sistent with himself and his early days, and
kept in harmony his life before the i)riest-

hood with its excellence, and his life after it

with w^hat had gone before, since it would
have been unbecoming to begin in one way
and end in another, or to advance to a differ-

ent end from that which he had in view at

first. He was next entrusted with the priest-

hood, not with the facility and disorder of
the present day, but after a brief interval, in

order to add to his own cleansing the skill and
power to cleanse others ; for this is the law of
spiritual sequence. And when he had been
entrusted with it, the grace was the more
glorified, being really the grace of God, and
not of men, and not, as the preaclier" says, an
independent impulse and purpose^ of spirit.

16. He received a woodland and rustic

church, the pastoral care and oversight of which
had not been bestowed from a distance, but it

had been cared for by one of his predecessors of

admirable and angelic disposition, and a more
simple man than our present rulers of the

people ; but, after he had been speedily taken

to God, it had, in consequence of the loss of
its leader, for the most part grown careless and
run wild ; accordingly, he at first strove with-
out harshness to soften the habits of the

people, both by words of pastoral knowledge,
and by setting himself before them as an ex-

ample, like a spiritual statue, polished into

the beauty of all excellent conduct. He next,

by constant meditation on the divine words,

though a late student ofsuch matters, gathered
together so much wisdom within a short time
that he was in no wise excelled by those who
had spent the greatest toil upon them, and re-

ceived this special grace from God, that he
became the father and teacher of orthodoxy
—not, like our modern wise men, yielding to

the spirit of the age, nor defending our faitii

by indefinite and sophistical language, as if

they had no fixity of faith, or were adulterat-

ing the truth ; but, he was more pious than
those who possessed rhetorical power, more
skilled in rhetoric than tho.se who were up-

right in mind ; or rather, while he took the

second place as an orator, he surpassed all in

piety. He acknowledged One God worshipped
in Trinity, and Three, Who are united in One
Godhead; neither Sabellianisingv as to the

o Kccles. 1. 17 ; Ixx.

fi Purpose, etc. A. V. "Vexation of .Spirit." R. V. " .Strivinji
UfT ii.iV,,! " y Sal/iliiaitisin^;, etc, Cf. II. 36, 37 (notes).after wind,''
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One, nor Arianising as to the Three ; either

by contracting and so atheistically annihilat-

ing the Godhead, or by tearing It asunder by
distinctions of unequal greatness or nature.

For, seeing that Its every quality is incompre-

hensible and beyond the power of our intellect,

how can we either perceive or express by defi-

nition on such a subject, that which is beyond
our ken ? How can the immeasurable be

measured, and the Godhead be reduced to the

condition of finite things, and measured by
degrees * of greater or less ?

17. What else must we say of this great man
of God, the true Divine, under the influence, in

regard to these subjects, of the Holy Ghost, but

that through his perception of these points, he,

like the great Noah, the father of this second

world, made this church to be called the new
Jerusalem, and a second ark borne up upon
the waters ; since it both surmounted the

deluge of souls, and the insults of the heretics,

and excelled all others in reputation no less

than it fell behind them in numbers ; and has

had the same fortune as the sacred Bethlehem,

which can without contradiction be at once

said to be a little city and the metropolis of

the world, since it is the nurse and mother of

Christ, Who both made and overcame the

world.

18. To give a proof of what I say. When
a tumult of the over-zealous part of the Church
was raised against us, and we had been de-

coyed by a document ^ and artful terms into

association with evil, he alone was believed to

have an unwounded mind, and a soul unstained

by ink, even when he had been imposed upon
in his simplicity, and failed from his guileless-

ness of soul to be on his guard against guile.

He it was alone, or rather first of all, who by
his zeal for piety reconciled to himself and the

rest of the church the faction opposed to us,

which was the last to leave us, the first to re-

turn, owing to both their reverence for the

man and the purity of his doctrine, so that the

serious storm in the churches was allayed, and

the hurricane reduced to a breeze under the

influence of his prayers and admonitions

;

while, if I may make a boastful remark, I was

his partner y in piety and activity, aiding him
in every effort on behalf of what is good, ac-

o Degrees. The heretics asserted that the F.^ther, Son and Holy
Ghost were arranged in this order according to a real difference in

rank.

|3 A docuntent. llcnoit (I. \i. 1^<r)) gives reasons for believing

that this was the creed of the council of Anlioch, a.d. 363—which
accepted the Creed of Nica;a, but explained it in terms c.ipable of

.1 semi.irian construction. The "over zealous part" were the

monks.
y rurtiicr. .S. Gregory had a considerable share in the ex-

planations which made clear his father's real orthodoxy, and rc-cs-

tablislied peace. Oral. vi. was pronoiuicod by him on the occa-

sion.

companying and running beside him, and
being permitted on this occasion to contribute

a very great share of the toil. Here my ac-

count of these matters, which is a little prema-

ture, must come to an end.

19. Who could enumerate the full tale of

his excellences, or, if he wished to pass by
most of them, discover without difficulty what
can be omitted? For each trait, as it occurs

to the mind, seems superior to what has gone
before ; it takes possession of me, and I feel

more at a loss to know what I ought to i:)ass

by, than other panegyrists are as to what they

ought to say. So that the abundance of ma-
terial is to some extent a hindrance to me, and
my mind is itself put to the test in its efforts

to test his qualities, and its inability, where
all are equal, to find one which surpasses the

rest. So that, just as when we see a pebble

falling into still water, it becomes the centre

and starting-point of circle after circle, each

by its continuous agitation breaking up that

which lies outside of it ; this is exactly the case

with myself. For as soon as one thing enters

my mind, another follows and displaces it

;

and I am wearied out in making a choice, as

what I have already grasped is ever retiring in

favour of that which follows in its train.

20. Who was more anxious than he for the

common weal? Who more wise in domestic

affairs, since God, who orders all things in due
variation, assigned to him a house and suita-

ble fortune ? Who was more sympathetic in

mind, more bounteous in hand, towards the

poor, that most dishonoured portion of the

nature to which equal honour is due ? For he

actually treated his own property as if it were

another's, of which he was but the steward, re-

lieving poverty as far as he could, and expend-

ing not only his superfluities but his necessi-

ties—a manifest proof of love for the poor,

giving a portion, not only to seven, accord-

ing to the injunction of Solomon," but if an

eighth came forward, not even in his case be-

ing niggardly, but more pleased to dispose of

his wealth than we know others are to acquire

it; taking away the yoke and election (which

means, as I think, all meanness in testing as to

whether the recipient is worthy or not) and
w^ord of murmuring^ in benevolence. This

is what most men do : they give indeed, but

without that readiness, which is a greater and
more perfect thing than the mere offering.

For he thought it much better v to be gener-

ous even to the undeserving for the sake of the

deserving, than from fear of the undeserving

o Ecclcs. xi. 2. /3 Isai. Iviii. 9 (I.J<

y Better, Clemencet compares Dem. Dc Corona.
/3 Isai. Iviii. 9 (I.XX.).
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to deprive those who were deserving. And
this seenis to be the duty of casting our

bread upon the waters," since it will not be

swept away or perish in the eyes of the just

Investigator, but will arrive yonder where all

that is ours is laid up, and will meet with us

in due time, even though we think it not.

21. But what is best and greatest of all, his

magnanimity was accompanied by freedom

from ambition. Its extent and character I will

proceed to show. In considering their wealth

to be common to all, and in liberality in bestow-

ing it, he and his consort rivalled each other

in their struggles after excellence; but he in-

trusted the greater part of this bounty to her

hand, as being a most excellent and trusty

steward of such matters. What a woman she

is ? Not even the Atlantic Ocean, or if there be

a greater one, could meet her drafts upon it.

So great and so boundless is her love of liber-

ality. In the contrary sense she has rivalled

the horse-leech^ of Solomon, by her insatia-

ble longing for progress, overcoming the ten-

dency to backsliding, and unable to satisfy

her zeal for benevolence. She not only con-

sidered all the property which they originally

possessed, and what accrued to them later, as

unable to suffice her own longing, but she

would, as I have often heard her say, have

gladly sold herselfand her children into slavery,

had there been any means of doing so, to ex-

pend the proceeds upon the poor. Thus en-

tirely did she give the rein to her generosity.

This is, I imagine, far more convincing than

any instance of it could be. Magnanimity in

regard to money may be found without diffi-

culty in the case of others, whether it be dis-

sipated in the pubUc rivalries of the state, or

lent to God through the poor, the only mode
of treasuring it up for those who spend it : but

it is not easy to discover a man who has re-

nounced the consequent reputation. For it is

desire for reputation which supplies to most

men their readiness to spend. And where the

bounty must be secret, there the disposition to

it is less keen.

22. So bounteous was his hand—further de-

tails I leave to those who knew him, so that

if anything of the kind is borne witness to in

regard to myself, it proceeds from that foun-

tain, and is a portion of that stream. Who
was more under the Divine guidance in ad-

mitting men to the sanctuary,v or in resenting

dishonour done to it, or in cleansing the holy

table with awe from the unholy? Who with

such unbiassed judgment, and with the scales

a Eccles. xi. 1. ^ Prov. xxx. 15.

y To the Sanctuary, i.e., To the Priesthood.

of justice, either decided a suit, or hated vice,

or honoured virtue, or promoted the most ex-

cellent ? Who was so compassionate for the

sinner, or sympathetic towards those who were

running well? Who better knew the right

time for using the rod and the staff," yet

relied most upon the staff? Whose eyes were

more upon the faithful in the land,^ espec-

ially upon those who, in the monastic and im-

wedded life, have despised the earth and the

things of earth ?

23. Who did more to rebuke pride and fos-

ter lowliness? And that in no assumed or

external way, as most of those Avho now make
profession of virtue, and are in appearance as

elegant as the most mindless women, Avho, for

lack of beauty of their own, take refuge in i)ig-

ments, and are, if I may say so, splendidly

made up, uncomely in their comeliness, and
more ugly than they originally were. For

his lowliness was no matter of dress, but of

spiritual disposition : nor was it expressed by
a bent neck, or lowered voice, or downcast

look, or length of beard, or close-shaven head,

or measured gait, which can be adopted for a

while, but are very quickly exposed, for noth-

ing which is affected can be permanent. No !

he was ever most lofty in life, most lowly in

mind ; inaccessible in virtue, most accessible

in intercourse. His dress had in it nothing

remarkable, avoiding equally magnificence and
sordidness, while his internal brilliancy was

supereminent. The disease and insatiability

of the belly, he, if anyone, held in check, but

without ostentation ; so that he might be kept

down without being puffed up, from having

encouraged a new vice by his pursuit of repu-

tation. For he held that doing and saying

everything by which fame among externs might

be won, is the characteristic of the politician,

whose chief happiness is found in the present

life : but that the spiritual and Christian man
should look to one object alone, his salvation,

and think much of what may contribute to this,

but detest as of no value what does not ; and

accordingly despise what is visible, but be

occupied with interior perfection alone, and

estimate most highly whatever promotes his

own improvement, and attracts others through

himself to that which is supremely good.

24. But what was most excellent and most
' characteristic, though least generally recog-

;
nized, was his simplicity, and freedom from

guile and resentment. For among men of

ancient and modern days, each is supposed to

have had some special success, as each chanced

a Ps. xxiii. 5. Rod and Staff, i.e.. Punishment and support,

^ Ps. ci, 6.
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to have received from God some particular

virtue: Job unconqucred patience in misfort-

une," Moses ^ and David v meekness, Samuel

prophecy, seeing into the future,* Phineas

zeal,^ for which he has a name, Peter and Paul

eagerness in preaching,^ the sons of Zebedee
magniloquence, whence also they were entitled

Sons of thunder.'' But why should I enumerate

them all, speaking as I do among those who
know this? Now the specially distinguishing

mark of Stephen and of my father was the ab-

sence of malice. For not even when in peril

did Stephen hate his assailants, but was stoned

while praying for those who were stoning him ^

as a disciple of Christ, on Whose behalf he was

allowed to suffer, and so, in his long-.sufrering,

bearing for God a nobler fruit than his death

:

my father, in allowing no interval between

assault and forgiveness, so that he was almost

robbed of pain itself by the speed of pardon.

25. We both believe in and hear of the

dregs ' of the anger of God, the residuum of

His dealings with those who deserve it : For

the Lord is a God of vengeance." For al-

though He is disposed by His kindness to gen-

tleness rather than severity, yet He does not

absolutely pardon sinners, lest they should be

made worse by His goodness. Yet my father

kept no grudge against those who provoked

him, indeed he was absolutely uninfluenced

by anger, although in spiritual things exceed-

ingly overcome by zeal : except when he had

been prepared and armed and set in hostile

array against that which was advancing to in-

jure him. So that this sweet disposition of

his would not, as the saying goes, have been

stirred by tens of thousands. For the wrath

which he had was not like that of the serj^ent,'^

smouldering within, ready to defend itself,

eager to burst forth, and longing to strike

back at once on being disturbed ; but like the

sting of the bee, which does not bring death

with its stroke ; while his kindness was super-

human. The wheel and scourge were often

threatened, and those who could apply them
stood near ; and the danger ended in being

pinched on the ear, patted on the face, or

buffeted on the temple : thus he mitigated the

threat. His dress and sandals were dragged

off, and the scoundrel was felled to the ground :

then his anger was directed not against his

assailant, but against his eager succourer, as a

minister of evil. How could anyone be more
conclusively proved to be good, and worthy

to offer the gifts to God ? For often, instead

a Job i. 21. /3 Numb. xii. 3. y Ps. cxxxii. i (LXX.).
5 I Sam. ix. 9. e Numb. xxxv. 7. f Gal. ii. 7,

n S. Mark iii. 17. Acts vii. 59. i Prrgs. Cf. Orat. xvi. 4.

K Ps. Ixxv. 8 ; xciv. i. A lb. Iviii. 4 (LXX).

of being himself roused, he made excuses for

the man who assailed him, blushing for his

faults as if they had been his own.

26. The dew would more easily resist the

morning rays of the sun, than any remains of

anger continue in him ; but as soon as he

had .spoken, his indignation departed with his

words, leaving behind only his love for what
is good, and never outlasting the sun ; nor

did he cherish anger which destroys even the

prudent, or show any bodily trace of vice

within, nay, even when roused, he jircserved

calmness. The result of this was most un-

usual, not that he was the only one to give

rebuke, but the only one to be both loved and
admired by those whom he reproved, from the

victory which his goodness gained over warmth
of feeling ; and it was felt to be more ser-

viceable to be punished by a just man than

besmeared by a bad one, for in one case the

severity becomes pleasant for its utility, in

the other the kindliness is suspected because

of the evil of the man's character. But

though his soul and character were so simple

and divine, his piety nevertheless inspired the

insolent with awe : or rather, the cause of

their respect was the simplicity which they

despised. For it was impossible to him to

utter either prayer or curse without the im-

mediate bestowal of permanent blessing or

transient pain. The one proceeded from his

inmost soul, the other merely rested upon his

lips as a paternal reproof. Many indeed of

those who had injured him incurred neither

lingering requital nor, as the poet " says, " ven-

geance which dogs men's steps; " lout at the

very moment of their passion they were struck

and converted, came forward, knelt before

him, and were pardoned, going away glo-

riously vanquished, and amended both by the

chastisement and the forgiveness. Indeed, a

forgiving spirit often has great saving power,

checking the wrongdoer by the sense of shame,

and bringing him back from fear to love, a

far more .secure state of mind. In chastise-

ment some were tossed by oxen oppressed by
the yoke, which suddenly attacked them,

though they had never done anything of the

kind before ; others were thrown and trampled

upon by most obedient and quiet horses

;

others seized by intolerable fevers, and appar-

itions of their daring deeds ; others being

punished in different ways, and learning obe-

dience from the things which they suffered.

27. Such and so remarkable being his

gentleness, did he yield the palm to others in

a The Jtoet. Pindar,
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industry and practical virtue ? By no means.

Gentle as he was, he possessed, if any one did,

an energy corresponding to his gentleness.

For although, for the most part, the two virtues

of benevolence and severity are at variance and
opposed to each other, the one being gentle

but without practical qualities, the other prac-

tical but uns)Tnpathetic, in his case there was

a wonderful combination of the two, his action

being as energetic as that of a severe man, but

combined with gentleness; while his readiness

to yield seemed unpractical but was accom-
panied with energy, in his patronage, his free-

dom of speech, and every kind of official duty.

He united the wisdom of the serpent, in regard

to evil, with the harmlessness of the dove, in

regard to good, neither allowing the wisdom
to degenerate into knavery, nor the simplic-

ity into silliness, but as far as in him lay, he
combined the two in one j^erfect form of vir-

tue. Such being his birth, such his exercise

of the priestly office, such the reputation which
he won at the hands of all, what wonder if he
was tliought worthy of the miracles by which
God establishes true religion ?

28. One of the wonders which concern him
was that he suffered from sickness and bodily

pain. But what wonder is it for even holy

men to be distressed, either for the cleansing

of their clay, slight though it may be, or a

touchstone of virtue and test of philosophy,

or for the education of the weaker, who learn

from their example to be patient instead of

giving way under their misfortunes? Well,

he was sick, the time was the holy and illus-

trious Easter, the queen of days, the brilliant

night which dissipates the darkness of sin,

upon which with abundant light we keep the

feast of our salvation, putting ourselves to

death along with the Light once put to death

for us, and rising again with Him who rose.

This was the time of his sufferings. Of what
kind they were, I will briefly explain. His
whole frame was on fire with an excessive,

burning fever, his strength had failed, he was
unable to take food, his sleep had departed

from him, he was in the greatest distress, and
agitated by palpitations. Within his mouth,
the palate and the whole of the upper surface

was so completely and painfully ulcerated,

that it was difficult and dangerous to swallow
even water. The skill of physicians, the

prayers, most earnest though they were, of his

friends, and every possible attention were alike

of no avail. He himself in this desperate

condition, while his breatli came sliort and
fast, had no j^erception of present things, but

was entirely absent, immersed in the objects

he had long desired, now made ready for him.

We were in the temple, mingling supplications

with the sacred riles, for, in despair of all

others, we had betaken ourselves to the Great

Physician, to the power of that night, and to

the last succour, with the intention, shall I

say, of keeping a feast, or of mourning ; of

holding festival, or paying funeral honours to

one no longer here ? O those tears ! which
were shed at that time by all the people. O
voices, and cries, and hymns blended with the

l^salmody ! From the temple they sought the

priest, from the sacred rite the celebrant, from

God their worthy ruler, with my Miriam" to

lead them and strike the timbrel^ not of tri-

umph, but of supplication ; learning then for

the first time to be put to shame by misfortune,

and calling at once upon the people and upon
God ; upon the former to sympathize with her

distress, and to be lavish of their tears, upon
the latter, to listen to her petitions, as, with

the inventive genius of suffering, she rehearsed

before Him all His wonders of old time.

29. What then was the response of Him who
was the God of that night and of the sick

man ? A shudder comes over me as I proceed

with my story. And though you, my hearers,

may shudder, do not disbelieve : for that

would be impious, Avhen I am the speaker,

and in reference to him. The time of the

mystery was come, and the reverend station

and order, when silence is kept for the solemn
rites ; and then he was raised up by Him who
quickeneth the dead, and by the holy night.

At first he moved slightly, then more decid-

edly ; then in a feeble and indistinct voice he
called by name one of the servants who was
in attendance upon him, and bade him come,
and bring his clothes, and support him with

his hand. He came in alarm, and gladly

waited upon him, while he, leaning upon his

hand as upon a staff, imitates Moses upon the

mount, arranges his feeble hands in prayer,

and in union with, or on behalf of,v his people

eagerly celebrates the mysteries, in such few

words as his strength allowed, but, as it seems

to me, with a most perfect intention. What
a miracle ! In the sanctuary without a sanc-

tuary, sacrificing without an altar, a priest far

from the sacred rites : yet all these were pres-

ent to him in the power of the spirit, recog-

nised by him, though unseen by those who
were there. Then, after adding the customary

o My Miriam. .S. Nonna. /3 Kxod. xv. 20.

Y On behal/cf, or perhaps " at the head of." The passage
does not mean that lie actually celebrated the Holy Mysteries,
Init that he used some of the prayers of the service, and united

himself in intention with the service being at the time performed
in the church, and invoked the Divine blessing upon his people in

his absence.
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words of thanksgiving, and after blessing the

people, he retired again to his bed, and after

taking a little food, and enjoying a sleep, he

recalled his spirit, and, his health being grad-

ually recovered, on the new day " of the feast,

as we call the first Sunday after the festival of

the Resurrection, he entered the temple and

inaugurated his life which had been preserved,

with the full complement of clergy, and offered

the sacrifice of thanksgiving. To me this

seems no less remarkable than the miracle in

the case of Hezekiah,^ who was glorified by

God in his sickness and prayers with an ex-

tension of life, and this was signified by the

return of the shadow of the degrees,v accord-

ing to the request of the king who was re-

stored, whom God honoured at once by the

favour and the sign, assuring him of the ex-

tension of his days by the extension of the

day.

30. The same miracle occurred in the case

of my mother not long afterwards. I do not

think it would be proper to pass by this

either : for we shall both pay the meed of

honour which is due to her, if to anyone at

all, and gratify him, by her being associated

with him in our recital. She, who had always

been strong and vigorous and free from dis-

ease all her life, was herself attacked by sick-

ness. In consequence of much distress, not

to prolong my story, caused above all by in-

ability to eat, her life was for many days in

danger, and no remedy for the disease could

be found. How did God sustain her ? Not

by raining down manna, as for Israel of old,^

or opening the rock, in order to give drink

to His thirsting people,^ or feasting her by

means of ravens, as Elijah,^ or feeding her by

a prophet carried through the air, as He did

to Daniel when a-hungered in the den.*? But

how ? She thought she saw me, who was

her favourite, for not even in her dreams did

she prefer any other of us, coming up to her

suddenly at night, with a basket of pure

white loaves, which I blessed and crossed as I

was wont to do, and then fed and strength-

ened her, and she became stronger. The
nocturnal vision was a real action. For, in

conscfiuence, she became more herself and of

better hope, as is manifest by a clear and

evident token. Next morning, when I paid

her an early visit, I saw at once that she was

brighter, and when I asked, as usual, what

kind of a night she had passed, and if she

a The /tail day. On this fc.-»st (in another year) Orat. xHv.

was prcaclicJ. /3 2 Kings xx. i et set). y Isai. xxxviii. 8.

S Kxiul. xvi. 14; xvii. 6. e I's. hvxviii. 24, 15.

f I Kings xvii. 0. ») Uun. xiv. 33 (sc. Hist, of Ucl. v. 33).

v/ished for anything, she replied, " My child,

you most readily and kindly fed me, and

then you a.sk how I am. I am very well and

at ease." Her maids too made signs to me to

offer no resistance, and to accept her answer

at once, lest she should be thrown back into

despondency, if the truth were laid bare. I

will add one more instance common to them

both.

31. I was on a voyage from Alexandria to

Greece over the Parthenian Sea. The voyage

was quite unseasonable, undertaken in an

^ginetan vessel, under the impulse of eager

desire ; for what specially induced me was that

I had fallen in with a crew who were well

known to me. After making some way on
the voyage, a terrible storm came upon us, and
such an one as my shipmates said they had

but seldom seen before. While we were all

in fear of a common death, spiritual death

was what I was most afraid of; for I was in

danger of departing in misery, being un-

baptised, and I longed for the spiritual water

among the waters of death. On this account

I cried and begged and besought a slight re-

spite. My shipmates, even in their common
danger, joined in my cries, as not even my
own relatives would have done, kindly souls

as they were, having learned sympathy from

their dangers. In this my condition, my
parents felt for me, my danger having been

communicated to them by a nightly vision,

and they aided me from the land, soothing

the waves by prayer, as I afterwards learned

by calculating the time, after I had landed.

This was also shown me in a wholesome sleep,

of which I had experience during a slight

lull of the tempest. I seemed to be holding a

Fury, of fearful aspect, boding danger ; for

the night presented her clearly to my eyes.

Another of my shipmates, a boy most kindly

disposed and dear to me, and exceedingly

anxious on my behalf, in my then present

condition, thought he saw my mother walk

upon the sea, and seize and drag the ship to

land with no great exertion. We had confi-

dence in the vision, for the sea began to grow

calm, and we soon reached Rhodes after the

intervention of no great discomfort. We our-

selves became an offering in consequence of

that peril ; for we promised ourselves ifwe were

saved, to God, and, when we had been saved,

gave ourselves to Him.

32. Such were their common experiences.

But I imagine that some of those who have

had an accurate knowledge of his life must

have been for a long while wondering why we
have dwelt upon those points, as if we thought
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them his only title to renown, and postponed

the mention of the difficulties of his times,

against which he conspicuously arrayed him-

self, as though we were either ignorant of

them, or thought them to be of no great con-

se(iuence. Come, then, we will proceed to

speak upon this topic. The first, and I think

the last, evil of our day, was the Emperor
who apostatised from God and from reason,

and thought it a small matter to conquer the

Persians, but a great one to subject to himself

the Christians ; and so, together with the

demons who led and prevailed upon him, he

failed in no form of impiety, but by means
of persuasions, threats, and sophistries, strove

to draw men to him, and even added to his

various artifices the use of force. His design,

however, was exposed, whether he strove to

conceal persecution under sophistical devices,

or manifestly made use of his authority

—

namely by one means or the other—either by
cozening or by violence, to get us into his

power. Who can be found who more utterly

despised or defeated him ? One sign, among
many others, of his contempt, is the mission

to our sacred buildings of the police and their

commissary, with the intention of taking

either voluntary or forcible possession of them :

he had attacked many others, and came hither

with like intent, demanding the surrender of

the temple according to the Imperial decree,

but was so far from succeeding in any of his

wishes that, had he not speedily given \vay

before my father, either from his own good
sense or according to some advice given to

him, he would have had to retire with his

feet mangled, with such wrath and zeal did

the priest boil against him in defence of his

shrine. And who had a manifestly greater

share in bringing about his end, both in pub-

lic, by the prayers and united supplications

which he directed against the accursed one,

without regard to the [dangers of] the time;

and in private, arraying against him his

nightly armoury, of sleeping on the ground,

by which he wore away his aged and tender

frame, and of tears, with whose fountains he

watered the ground for almost a whole year,

directing these practices to the Searcher of

hearts alone, while he tried to escape our no-

tice, in his retiring piety of which I have
s])oken. And he would have been utterly un-

observed, had I not once suddenly rushed in-

to his room, and noticing the tokens of his

lying upon the ground, incjuired of his atten-

dants what they meant, and so learned the

mystery of the night.

33. A further story of the same period and

the same courage. The city of Cocsarea was

in an uproar about the election of a bishoj)

;

for one " had just departed, and another

must be found, amidst heated partisan.ship

not easily to be soothed. For the city was

naturally exposed to party sjMrit, owing to

the fervour of its faith, and the rivalry was

increased by the illustrious position of the

see. Such was the state of affairs ; several

Bishops had arrived to consecrate the Bishop
;

the populace w^as divided into several par-

ties, each with its own candidate, as is usual

in such cases, owing to the influences of pri-

vate friendship or devotion to God ; but at

last the whole people came to an agreement,

and, with the aid of a band of soldiers at that

time quartered there, seized one of ^ their lead-

ing citizens, a man of excellent life, but not

yet sealed with the divine baptism, brought

him against his will to the sanctuary, and set-

ting him before the Bishops, begged, with

entreaties mingled with violence, that he might

be consecrated and proclaimed, not in the

best of order, but with all sincerity and ar-

dour. Nor is it possible to say whom time

pointed out as more illustrious and religious

than he was. What then took place, as the

result of the uproar ? Their v resistance was

overcome, they purified him, they proclaimed

him, they enthroned him, by external action,

rather than by spiritual judgment and dispo-

sition, as the sequel shows. They were glad

to retire and regain freedom of judgment, and
agreed upon a plan—I do not know that it was
inspired by the Spirit—to hold nothing which
had been done to be valid, and the institution

to have been void, pleading violence on the

part of him who had had no less violence done
to himself, and laying hold of certain Avords

which had been uttered on the occasion with

greater vigour than wisdom. But the great

high-priest and just examiner of actions was

not carried away by this plan of theirs, and did

not approve of their judgment, but remained

as uninfluenced and unmoved as if no pressure

at all had been put upon him. For he savv' that,

the violence having been common, if they

brought any charge against him, they were

themselves liable to a counter-charge, or, if

they acquitted him, they themselves might l)c

acquitted, or rather with still more justice, they

were unable to secure their own acquittal, even

by acquitting him : for if they were deserving

of excuse, so assuredly was he, and if he was

not, much less were they : for it would have

been far better to have at the time run the risk

a One, i.e. Dianius. /3 One of, etc., Eusebius.
y Their, i.e., of the IJishops.
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of resistance to the last extremity, than after-

wards to enter into designs against him, espe-

cially at such a jimcture, when it was better to

put an end to existing enmities than to devise

new ones. For the state of affairs was as fol-

lows.

34. The Emperor * had come, raging

against the Christians ; he was angry at the

election and threatened the elect, and the city

stood in imminent perils as to whether, after

that day it should cease to exist, or escape and

be treated with some degree of mercy. The
innovation in regard to the election was a new
ground of exasperation, in addition to the

destruction of the temple of Fortune in a time

of prosperity, and was looked upon as an in-

vasion of his rights. The governor of the

province also was eager to turn the opportun-

ity to his own account, and was ill disposed

to the new bishop, with whom he had never

had friendly relations, in consequence of their

different political views. Accordingly he sent

letters to summon the consecrators to invali-

date the election, and in no gentle terms, for

they were threatened as if by command of the

Emperor. Hereupon, when the letter reached

him, without fear or delay, he replied—con-

sider the courage and spirit of his answer

—

*' Most excellent governor, we have one Cen-

sor of all our actions, and one Emperor,

against whom his enemies are in arms. He
will review the present consecration, which we
have legitimately performed according to His

will. In regard to any other matter, you

may, if you will, use violence with the great-

est ease against us. But no one can prevent

us from vindicating the legitimacy and justice

of our action in this case ; unless you should

make a law on this point, you, who have no
right to interfere in our affairs." This let-

ter excited the admiration of its recipient,

although he was for a while annoyed at it, as

we have been told by many who know the

facts well. It also stayed the action of the

Emperor, and delivered the city from peril,

and ourselves, it is not amiss to add, from

disgrace. This was the work of the occupant

of an unimportant and suffragan see. Is not

a presidency of this kind far preferable to a

title derived from a superior see, and a power

which is based upon action rather than ui)on

a name.

35. Who is so distant from this world of

ours, as to be ignorant of what is last in order,

but the first and greatest proof of his power ?

The same city was again in an uproar for the

a The }unJ>cyor, Julian,

/3 In i-iumincut fen'/, lit, "on a razor's edge," Homer 11. x. 173.

same reason, in consecjuence of the sudden re-

moval of the Bishop chosen with such honour-
able violence, who had now departed to God,
on Who.se behalf he had nobly and bravely

contended in the persecutions. The heat of

the disturbance was in proportion to its un-

reasonableness. The man of eminence was
not unknown, but was more conspicuous than

the sun amidst the stars, in the eyes not only
of all others, but especially of that select and
most pure portion of the people, whose busi-

ness is in the sanctuary, and the Nazarites*

amongst us, to whom such appointments should,

if not entirely, as much as possible belong,

and so the church would be free from harm,
instead of to the most opulent and powerful,

or the violent and unreasonable portion of the

people, and especially the most corrupt of

them. Indeed, I am almost inclined to believe

that the civil government is more orderly than

ours, to which divine grace is attributed, and
that such matters are better regulated by fear

than by reason. For what man in his senses

could ever have approached another, to the

neglect of your divine^ and sacred person,

who have been beautified by the hands of the

Lord, the unwedded, the destitute of property

and almost of flesh and blood, who in your

words come next to the Word Himself, who
are wise among philosophers, superior to the

world among worldlings, my companion and
workfellow, and to speak more daringly, the

sharer with me of a common soul, the partaker

of my life and education. Would that I could

speak at liberty and describe you before others

without being obliged by your presence, in

dwelling upon such topics, to pass over the

greater part of them, lest I should incur the

suspicion of flattery. But, as I began by
saying, the Spirit must needs have known him
as His own

; yet he was the mark of envy, at

the hands of those whom I am ashamed to

mention, and would that it were not possible

to hear their names from others who studiously

ridicule our affairs. Let us pass this by like

a rock in the midstream of a river, and treat

with respectful silence a subject which ought

to be forgotten, as we pass on to the remainder

of our subject.

36. The things of the Spirit were exactly

known to the man of the Spirit, and he felt

that he must take up no submissive posi-

tion, nor side with factions and prejudices

which depend upon favour rather than upon
God, but must make the advantage of the

Church and the common salvation his sole ob-

a Xiizaritc's, i.e., " the monks."
^ J 'our divine, etc., addressed to S. Basil,
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ject. Accordingly he wrote, gave advice, strove

to unite the people and the clergy, whether

ministering in the sanctuary or not, gave his

testimony, his decision and his vote, even in

his absence, and assumed, in virtue of his gray

hairs, the exercise of authority among strangers

no less than among his own flock. At last,

since it was necessary that the consecration

should be canonical, and there was" lacking

one of the proper number of Bishops for the

proclamation, he tore himself from his couch,

exhausted as he was by age and disease, and
manfully went to the city, or rather was borne,

with his body dead though just breathing, per-

suaded that, if anything were to happen to

him, this devotion would be a noble winding-

sheet. Hereupon once more there was a

prodigy, not unworthy of credit. He re-

ceived strength from his toil, new life from his

zeal, presided at the function, took his place

in the conflict, enthroned the Bishop, and
was conducted home, no longer borne upon a

bier, but in a divine ark. His long-suffering,

over whose praises I have already lingered,

was in this case further exhibited. For his

colleagues were annoyed at the shame of being

overcome, and at the public influence of the

old man, and allowed their annoyance to

show itself in abuse of him ; but such was the

strength of his endurance that he was superior

even to this, finding in modesty a most j^ow-

erful ally, and refusing to bandy abuse with

them. For he felt that it would be a terrible

thing, after really gaining the victory, to be
vanquished by the tongue. In consequence,

he so won upon them by his long-suffering,

that, when time had lent its aid to his judg-

ment, they exchanged their annoyance for ad-

miration, and knelt before him to ask his

pardon, in shame for their previous conduct,

and flinging away their hatred, submitted to

him as their patriarch, lawgiver, and judge.

37. From the same zeal proceeded his op-

position to the heretics, when, with the aid of

the Emperor's impiety, they made their expe-

dition, in the hope of overpowering us also,

and adding us to the number of the others

whom they had, in almost all cases, succeeded
in enslaving. For in this he afforded us no
slight assistance, both in himself, and by
hounding us on like well-bred dogs against

these most savage beasts, through his training

in piety. On one point I blame you both,

and pray do not take amiss my plainspeak-

ing, if I should annoy you by expressing the

cause of my pain. When I was disgusted at

a There iKas lacking^. The Council of Nic,-ca ordered that a
Bishop should be consecrated by at least ihrue Ijishops.

the evils of life, and longing, if anyone of our

day has longed, for solitude, and eager, as

speedily as possible, to escape to some haven of

safety, from the surge and dust of public life,

it was you who, somehow or other seized and
gave me up by the noble title of the priest-

hood to this base and treacherous mart of

souls. In consequence, evils have already be-

fallen me, and others are yet to be antici-

pated. For past experience renders a man
somewhat distrustful of the future, in spite of
the better suggestions of reason to the con-

trary.

38. Another of his excellences I must not

leave unnoticed. In general, he was a man of

great endurance, and superior to his robe of

flesh : but during the pain of his last sickness, a

serious addition to the risks and burdens of old

age, his weakness was common to him and all

other men ; but this fitting sequel to the other

marvels, so far from being common, was pe-

culiarly his own. He was at no time free

from the anguish of pain, but often in the day,

sometimes in the hour, his only relief was the

liturgy, to which the pain yielded, as if to an
edict of banishment. At last, after a life of

almost a hundred years, exceeding David's
limit of our age,"' forty-five of these, the aver-

age life of man, having been spent in the

priesthood, he brought it to a close in a good
old age. And in what manner? With the

words and forms of prayer, leaving behind no
trace of vice, and many recollections of virtue.

The reverence felt for him was thus greater

than falls to the lot of man, both on the lii)s

and in the hearts of all. Nor is it easy to find

anyone who recollects him, and does not, as

the Scripture says, lay his hand upon his

mouth ^ and salute his memory. Such was his

life, and such its completion and perfection.

39. And since some living memorial of his

munificence ought to be left behind, what
other is required than this temple, which he
reared for God and for us, with very little con-

tribution from the people in addition to the

expenditure of his private fortune? An ex-

ploit which should not be buried in silence,

since in size it is superior to most others, in

beauty absolutely to all. It surrounds itself

with eight regular equilaterals, and is raised

aloft by the beauty of two stories of pillars

and porticos, while the statues placed upon
them are true to the life ; its vault flashes down
upon us from above, and it dazzles our eyes

with abundant sources of light on every side,

being indeed the dwcUing-place of light. It

. Ps. xc. 10. /5 Jobxl. 4.
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is surrounded by excrescent equiangular am-

bulatories of most si)lendid material, with a

wide area in the midst, while its doors and

vestibules shed around it the lustre of their

gracefulness, and offer from a distance their

welcome to tliose who are drawing nigh. I

have not yet mentioned the external ornament,

the beauty and size of the squared and dove-

tailed stonework, whether it be of marble in

the bases and capitals, which divide the angles,

or from our own quarries, which are in no
wise inferior to those abroad ; nor of the belts

of many shapes and colours, projecting or in-

laid from the foundation to the roof-tree, which
robs the spectator by limiting his view. How
could anyone with due brevity describe a work
which cost so much time and toil and skill

:

or will it suffice to say that amid all the works,

private and public, which adorn other cities,

this has of itself been able to secure us celebrity

among the majority of mankind ? When for

such a temple a priest was needed, he also

at his own expense provided one, whether

worthy of the temple or no, it is not for me
to say. And when sacrifices were required,

he supplied them also, in the misfortunes of

his son, and his patience under trials, that God
might receive at his hands a reasonable whole

burnt offering and spiritual priesthood, to be

honourably consumed, instead of the sacrifice

of the Law.

40. What sayest thou, my father? Is this

sufficient, and dost thou find an ample recom-

pense for all thy toils, which thou didst under-

go for my learning, in this eulogy of farewell

or of entombment ? And dost thou, as of old,

impose silence on my tongue, and bid me stop

in due time, and so avoid excess ? Or dost

thou require some addition ? I know thou

bidst me cease, for I have said enough. Yet
suffer me to add this. Make known to us

where thou art in glory, and the light which
encircles thee, and receive into the same abode
thy partner soon to follow thee, and the chil-

dren whom thou hadst laid to rest before

thee, and me also, after no further, or but a

slight addition to the ills of this life : and be-

fore reaching that abode receive me in this

sweet stone," which thou didst erect for both

of us, to the honour even here of thy conse-

crated namesake, and excuse me from the care

both of the people which I have already re-

signed,^ and of that which for thy sake I have

since accepted : and mayest thou guide and
free from peril, as I earnestly entreat, the

a Stone, i.e., the toml) in which his father w.-is buried.

j3 IV/iic/i I have rcsi^>ie<{, i.e., Sasinia, Accepted., i.e., Nazian-
zus.

whole flock and all the clergy, whose father

thou art said to be, but especially him who
was overpowered by thy paternal and spiritual

coercion, so that he may not entirely consider

that act of tyranny obnoxious to blame.

41. And what do you think of as, O judge

of my words and motions ? If we have spoken

adequately, and to the satisfaction of your

desire, confirm it by your decision, and we
accept it : for your decision is entirely the de-

cision of God. But if it falls far short of his

glory and of your hope, my ally is not far to

seek. Let fall thy voice, which is awaited by
his merits like a seasonable shower. And in-

deed he has upon you the highest claims, those

of a pastor upon a pastor and of a father upon
his son in grace. What wonder if he, who
has °- through your voice thundered throughout

the world, should himself have some enjoy-

ment of it ? What more is needed ? Only to

unite with our spiritual Sarah, the consort and
fellow-traveller through life of our great father

Abraham, in the last Christian offices.

42. The nature of God, my mother, is not

the same as that ofmen ; indeed, to speak gener-

ally, the nature of divine things is not the same
as that of earthly things. They possess un-

changeableness and immortality, and absolute

being with its consequences, for sure are the

properties of things sure. But how is it with

what is ours ? It is in a state of flux and cor-

ruption, constantly undergoing some fresh

change. Life and death, as they are called,

apparently so different, are in a sense resolved

into, and successive to, each other. For the

one takes its rise from the corruption which is

our mother, runs its course through the cornip-

tion which is the displacement of all that is

present, and comes to an end in the corruption

which is the dissolution of this life ; while the

other, which is able to set us free from the ills

of this life, and oftentimes translates us to the

life above, is not in my opinion accurately

called death, and is more dreadful in name
than in reality ; so that we are in danger of

irrationally being afraid of what is not fearful,

and courting as preferable what we really ought

to fear. There is one life, to look to life.

There is one death, sin, for it is the destruc-

tion of the soul. But all else, of which some
are proud, is a dream-vision, making sport of

realities, and a series of phantasms which lead

the soul astray. If this be our condition,

mother, we shall neither be proud of life, nor

greatly hurt by death. What grievance can

we find in being transferred hence to the true

a I/e :i'/io /tiis. S. C.regory the elder was the principal mover
in S. liasil's election and consecration.
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life ? In being freed from the vicissitudes, the

agitation, the disgust, and all the vile tribute

we must pay to this life, to find ourselves, amid
stable things, which know no flux, while as

lesser lights, we circle round the great light ?"

43. Does the sense of separation cause you
jjain ? Let hope cheer you. Is widowhood
grievous to you? Yet it is not so to him.

And what is the good of love, if it gives itself

easy things, and assigns the more diiificult to its

neighbour? And why should it be grievous at

all, to one who is soon to pass away? The ap-

pointed day is at hand, the pain will not last

long. Let us not, by ignoble reasonings, make
a burden of things which are really light.

We have endured a great loss—because the

privilege we enjoyed was great. Loss is com-
mon to all, such a privilege to few. Let us

rise superior to the one thought by the con-

solation of the other. For it is more reason-

able, that that which is better should win
the day. You have borne, in a most brave,

Christian spirit, the loss of children, who were
still in their prime and qualified for life ; bear

also the laying aside of his aged body by one
who was Aveary of life, although his vigor of

mind preserved for him his senses unimpaired.

Do you want some one to care for you ? Where
is your Isaac, whom he left behind for you, to

take his place in all respects ? Ask of him small

things, the support of his hand and service,

and requite him with greater things, a mother's

blessing and prayers, and the consequent free-

dom. Are you vexed at being admonished ?

I praise you for it. For you have admonished
many whom your long life has brought under
your notice. What I have said can have no
application to you, who are so truly wise ; but

let it be a general medicine of consolation for

mourners, so that they may know that they

are mortals following mortals to the grave.

INTRODUCTION TO ORATION XXI.

On the Great Athanasius, Bishop of
Alexandria.

The reference in § 22 to "the Council
which sat first at Seleucia . . . and afterwards

at this mighty city," leaves no room for doubt-
ing that the Oration was delivered at Constan-
tinople. Further local colour is found in the

allusions of § 5. We are assured by the pane-
gyric on S. Cyprian (Orat. xxiv. i) that it

was already the custom of the Church of Con-
stantinople to observe annual festivals in hon-

a Gen, i, i6.

our of the Saints : and at present two days are

kept by the Eastern Church, viz., Jan. i8th,

as the day of the actual death of S. Athana-

sius, and May 2d, in memory of the translation

of his remains to the church of S. Sophia

at Constantinople. Probably, therefore, this

Oration was delivered on the former day, on
which Assemani holds that S. Athanasius died.

Papebroke and (with some hesitation) Dr.

Bright pronounce in favour of May 2d. Tille-

mont supposes that a.d. 379 is the year of its

delivery ; in which case it must have been very

shortly after S. Gregory's arrival in the city.

Since, however, no allusion is made to this, it

seems, on the whole, more likely that it should

be assigned to a.d. 380. The sermon takes

high rank, even among S. Gregory's discourses,

as the model of an ecclesiastical panegyric.

It lacks, however, the charm of personal affec-

tion and intimate acquaintance with the inner

life, which is characteristic of the orations con-

cerned with his own relatives and friends.

Oration.

I. In praising Athanasius, I shall be prais-

ing virtue. To speak of him and to praise

virtue are identical, because he had, or, to

speak more truly, has embraced virtue in its

entirety. For all who have lived according

to God still live unto God, though they have

departed hence. For this reason, God is

called the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,

since He is the God, not of the dead, but of

the living." Again, in praising virtue, I shall

be praising God, who gives virtue to men
and lifts them up, or lifts them up again, to

Himself by the enlightenment which is akin to

Himself.^ For many and great as are our bless-

ings—none can say how many and how great

—which we have and shall have from God,
this is the greatest and kindliest of all, our in-

clination and relationship to Him. For God
is to intelligible things what the sun is to the

things of sense. The one lightens the visible,

the other the invisible, world. The one makes

our bodily eyes to see the sun, the other makes

our intellectual natures to see God. And, as

that, which bestows on the things which see

and are seen the power of seeing and being

seen, is itself the most beautiful of visible

things ; so God, who creates, for those who
think, and that which is thought of, the power

of thinking and being thought of, is Him-
self the highest of the objects of thought, in

Whom every desire finds its bourne, beyond

o S. M.itt. xxii. 32. /3 I John i. 5.

VOL. VII. U
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Whom it can no further go. For not even

the most philosophic, the most piercing, the

most curious intellect has, or can ever have,

a more exalted object. For this is the utmost

of things desirable, and they who arrive at

it find an entire rest from speculation.

2. Whoever has been permitted to escape

by reason and contemplation from matter and
this fleshly cloud or veil (whichever it should

be called) and to hold communion with God,
and be associated, as far as man's nature can

attain, with the purest Light, blessed is he,

both from his ascent from hence, and for his

deification there, which is conferred by true

philosophy, and by rising superior to the dual-

ism of matter, through the unity which is per-

ceived in the Trinity. And whosoever has

been depraved by being knit to the flesh, and

so far oppressed by the clay that he cannot

look at the rays of truth, nor rise above things

below, though he is born from above, and
called to things above, I hold him to be mis-

erable in his blindness, even though he may
abound in things of this world ; and all the

more, because he is the sport of his abundance,

and is persuaded by it that something else is

beautiful instead of that which is really beauti-

ful, reaping, as the poor fruit of his poor opin-

ion, the sentence of darkness, or the seeing

Him to be fire. Whom he did not recognize

as light.

3. Such has been the philosophy of few,

both nowadays and of old—for few are the men
of God, though all are His handiwork,—among
lawgivers, generals, priests. Prophets, Evange-

lists, Apostles, shepherds, teachers, and all the

spiritual host and band—and, among them all,

of him whom now we praise. And whom do

I mean by these? Men like Enoch, Noah,

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, the twelve Patriarclis,

Moses, Aaron, Joshua, the Judges, Samuel,

David, to some extent Solomon, Elijah, Elisha,

the Prophets before the captivity, those after

the captivity, and, though last in order, first

in truth, those who were concerned with Christ's

Incarnation or taking of our nature, the lamp «

before the Light, the voice before the Word,
the mediator before the Mediator, the mediator

between the old covenant and the new, the

famous John, the disciples of Christ, those after

Christ, who were set over the jieople, or illus-

trious in word, or conspicuous for miracles, or

made perfect through their blood.

4. With some of these Athanasius vied, by
some he was slightly excelled, and others, if it is

not bold to say so, he surpassed : some he made

a S. John i, 13 ; v. 35.

his models in mental power, others in activity,

others in meekness, others in zeal, others in

dangers, others in most respects, others in all,

gathering from one and another various forms

of beauty (like men who paint figures of ideal

excellence), and combining them in his single

soul, he made one perfect form of virtue out of

all, excelling in action men of intellectual ca-

pacity, in intellect men of action ; or, if you
will, surpassing in intellect men renowned for

intellect, in action those of the greatest active

power ; outstripping those who had moderate
reputation in both respects, by his eminence in

either, and those who stood highest in one or

other, by his powers in both ; and, if it is a great

thing for those who have received an example,

so to use it as to attach themselves to virtue,

he has no inferior title to fame, who for our

advantage has set an example to those who
come after him.

5. To speak of and admire him fully, would
perhaps be too long a task for the present pur-

pose of my discourse, and would take the fonn

ofa history rather than of a panegyric : a history

which it has been the object of my desires to

commit to writing for the pleasure and instruc-

tion of posterity, as he himself wrote the life of

the divine Antony," and set forth, in the form

of a narrative, the laws of the monastic life.

Accordingly, after entering into a few of the

many details of his history, such as memory
suggests at the moment as most noteworthy, in

order both to satisfy my own longing and ful-

fil the duty which befits the festival, we will

leave the many others to those who know them.

For indeed, it is neither pious nor safe, while

the lives of the ungodly are honoured by recol-

lection, to pass by in silence those who have

lived piously, especially in a city which could

hardly be saved by many examples of virtue,

making sport, as it does, of Divine things, no
less than of the horse-race and the theatre.

6. He was brought up, from the first, in re-

ligious habits and practices, after a brief study

of literature and philosophy, so that he might

not be utterly unskilled in such subjects, or ig-

norant of matters which he had determined to

despise. For his generous and eager soul

could not brook being occupied in vanities,

like unskilled athletes, who beat the air in-

stead of their antagonists and lose the prize.

From meditating on every book of the Old
and New Testament, with a depth such as none
else has applied even to one of them, he grew

a. Antony, " the founder of asceticism," the most celebrated of
the monks and hermits of the Thcb:\id desert. His life by S.

Athanasius is certainly genuine, and even if, as some suspect, in-

terpolations have been inserted, its subst.intial integrity is un-
I doubted. (Newman, Ch. of the Fathers, p. 176.)
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rich in contemplation, rich in sjilendour of

life, combining them in wondrous sort by that

golden bond which few can weave; using life

as the guide of contemplation, contemplation

as the seal of life. For the fear of the Lord is

the beginning of wisdom, and, so to say, its

first swathing band; but, when wisdom has

burst the bonds of fear and risen up to love, it

makes us friends of God, and sons instead of

bondsmen.

7. Thus brought up and trained, as even

now those should be who are to preside over

the people, and take the direction of the

mighty body of Christ," according to the will

and foreknowledge of God, which lays long

before the foundations of great deeds, he was
invested with this important ministry, and
made one of those who draw near to the God
"Who dra^-s near to us, and deemed worthy of
the holy office and rank, and, after passing

through the entire series of orders, he was (to

make my story short) entrusted with the chief

rule over the people, in other words, the charge

of the whole world : nor can I say whether he
received the priesthood as the reward of virtue,

or to be the fountain and life of the Church.
For she, like Ishmael,^ fainting from her thirst

for the truth, needed to be given to drink, or,

like Elijah,v to be refreshed from the brook,

Avhen the land was parched by drought ; and,

when but faintly breathing, to be restored to

life and left as a seed to Israel,^ that we might
not become like Sodom and Gomorrah,^
whose destruction by the rain of fire and
brimstone is only more notorious than their

wickedness. Therefore, when we were cast

down, a horn of salvation was raised up for us,^

and a chief corner stone,'' knitting us to itself

and to one another, was laid in due season, or

a fire^ to purify our base and evil matter,'' or a

farmer's fan " to winnow the light from the

Aveighty in doctrine, or a sword to cut out the

roots of wickedness ; and so the Word finds

him as his own ally, and the Spirit takes pos-

session of one who will breathe on His behalf.

8. Thus, and for these reasons, by the vote

of the whole people, not in the evil fashion

which has since prevailed, nor by means of

bloodshed and oppression, but in an apostolic

and spiritual manner, he is led up to the throne *

of Saint Mark, to succeed him in piety, no
less than in office ; in the latter indeed at a

great distance from him, in the former, which

a Body of Christ, i.e., the Church, His mystical body.
fi (jcn. xxi. 19. y I Kings xvii. 4. I Isai. i. 9.
e Gen. xix. 24. 5 S. Luke i. 69. ij Isai. xxviii. 16.

fl .M.al. iii. 2, 3. 11 Cor. iii, 13, 15. k S. Matt. iii. 12.

XThe throne, Q.\.c.y as Patriarch of Alexandria. The date of
his consecration is a.d. 326.

is the genuine right of succession, following

him closely. For unity in doctrine deserves

unity in office ; and a rival teacher sets up a

ri\al throne ; the one is a successor in reality,

the other but in name. For it is not the in-

truder, but he who.se rights are intruded upon,
who is the successor, not the lawbreaker, but

the lawfully appointed, not the man of con-
trary ojMnions, but the man of the same faith

;

if this is not what we mean by successor, he
succeeds in the same sense as disease to health,

darkness to light, storm to calm, and frenzy

to sound sense.

9. The duties of his office he discharged in

the same spirit as that in which he had been
preferred to it. For he did not at once, after

taking po.ssession of his throne, like men Avho

have unexpectedly seized upon some sovereignty

or inheritance, grow insolent from intoxication.

This is the conduct of illegitimate and intru-

sive priests, who are unA\'orthy of their voca-

tion ; whose preparation for the priesthood

has cost them nothing, who have endured no
inconvenience for the sake of virtue, who only

begin to study religion when appointed to

teach it, and undertake the cleansing of others

before being cleansed themselves
;

yesterday

.sacrilegious, to-day sacerdotal
;
yesterday ex-

cluded from the sanctuary," to-day its offici-

ants
;

proficient in vice, novices in piety ; the

product of the favour of man, not of the grace of

the Spirit ; who, having run through the whole
gamut of violence, at last tyrannize over even
piety ; who, instead of gaining credit for their

office by their character, need for their char-

acter the credit of their office, thus subverting

the due relation between them ; who ought to

offer more sacrifices^ for themselves than for

the ignorances of the people ; y who inevitably

fall into one of two errors, either, from their

own need of indulgence, being excessively in-

dulgent, and so even teaching, instead of

checking, vice, or cloaking their own sins un-

der the harshness of their rule. Both these

extremes he avoided ; he was sublime in action,

lowly in mind ; inaccessible in virtue, most

accessible in intercourse
;

gentle, free from

anger, sympathetic, sweet in words, sweeter in

disposition ; angelic in appearance, more an-

gelic in mind ; calm in rebuke, persuasive in

praise, without spoiling the good effect of

either by excess, but rebuking with the tender-

ness of a father, praising with the dignity of a

o The Sanctuary, or " the .Sacraments." Exod. xxvi. 33.

|3 To offer iiwre sacrifices, i.e.. These priests are not oiJy " men
which have infirmity," who need to offer for their own sins, as

well as for those of the people ; but because they arc even more
sinful than their flocks, they need a greater and more freqtlcnt

atonement. V Heb. vii. 27; ix. 7.

U 2
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ruler, his tenderness was not dissipated, nor
his severity sour ; for the one was reasonable,

the other prudent, and both truly wise; his

disposition sufficed for the training of his

spiritual children, with very little need of

words ; his words with very little need of the

rod," and his moderate use of the rod with still

less for the knife.

lo. But why should I paint for you the por-

trait of the man ? St. Paul P has sketched him
by anticipation. This he does, when he sings

the praises of the great High-priest, who hath

passed through the heavens y (for I will venture

to say even this, since Scripture * can call those

who live according to Christ by the name of

Christs) :
* and again when by the rules in his

letter to Timothy,^ he gives a model for future

Bishops : for if you will apply the law as a test

to him who deserves these praises, you will

clearly perceive his perfect exactness. Come
then to aid me in my panegyric ; for I am
labouring heavily in my speech, and though I

desire to pass by point after point, they seize

upon me one after another, and I can find no
surpassing excellence in a form which is in all

respects well proportioned and beautiful; for

each as it occurs to me seems fairer than the rest

and so takes by storm my speech. Come then,

I pray, you who have been his admirers and
witnesses, divide among yourselves his excel-

lences, contend bravely with one another, men
and women alike, young men and maidens,
old men and children, priests and people,

solitaries and cenobites,'' men of simple or

of exact life, contemplatives or practically

minded. Let one praise him in his fastings

and prayers as if he had been disembodied
and immaterial, another his unweariedness
and zeal for vigils and psalmody, another his

patronage of the needy, another his daunt-

lessness towards the powerful, or his conde-
scension to the lowly. Let the virgins cele-

brate the friend of the Bridegroom ; ^ those

under the yoke ' their restrainer, hermits him
who lent wings to their course, cenobites their

lawgiver, simple folk their guide, contem-
platives the divine, the joyous their bridle,

the unfortunate their consolation, the hoary-

headed their staff, youths their instructor, the

poor their resource, the wealthy their steward.

Even the widows will, methinks, praise their

protector, even the orphans their father, even

a 1 Cor. I'v. 21.

P Si. Paul. To whom here the Ep. to the Hebrews is .nssigned.

V Heb. iv, 14. S Ps. cv. 15.

t C/irisis. i.e., Ps. cv. 15. "Touch not Mine anointed."
(LXX.) and Vulg. "my Christs."

_
f i Tim. iii. 2 et seq.

rj Cenobites fjnydSei. Cf. Oral. ii. 29 ; xliii. 62.

0S. John iii. 29.

( l/ritifr the yokey i.e. "Married." Cf. Orat. xhi. 11,

the poor their benefactor, strangers their en-

tertainer, brethren the man of brotherly love,

the sick their physician, in whatever sickness

or treatment you will, the healthy the guard of

health, yea all men him who made himself

all things to all men that he might gain al-

most, if not quite, all.

11. On these grounds, as I have said, I

leave others, who have leisure to admire the

minor details of his character, to admire and
extol him. I call them minor details only in

comparing him and his character witli his own
standard, for that which hath been made
glorious hath not been made glorious, even

though it be exceeding splendid by reason of

the glory that surpasseth,* as we are told ; for

indeed the minor points of his excellence

would suffice to win celebrity for others. But

since it would be intolerable for me to leave

the word and serve ^ less important details, I

must turn to that which is his chief character-

istic ; and God alone, on Whose behalf I am
speaking, can enable me to say anything worthy
of a soul so noble and so mighty in the word.

12. In the palmy days of the Church, when
all was well, the present elaborate, far-fetched

and artificial treatment of Theology had not

made its way into the schools of divinity,

but playing with pebbles which deceive the

eye by the quickness of their changes, or

dancing before an audience with varied and
effeminate contortions, were looked upon as all

one with speaking or hearing of God in a way
unusual or frivolous. But since the Sex-

tusesv and Pyrrhos, and the antithetic style,

like a dire and malignant disease, have infected

our churches, and babbling is reputed cul-

ture, and, as the book of the Acts ^ says of the

Athenians, we spend our time in nothing else

but either to tell or to hear some new thing.

O what Jeremiah* will bewail our confusion

and blind madness ; he alone could utter

lamentations befitting our misfortunes.

13. The beginning of this madness was
Arius (whose name is derived from frenzy f),

who paid the penalty of his unbridled tongue

by his death in a profane spot, "J brought

about by prayer not by disease, when he like

Judas ^ burst asunder ' for his similar treachery

o 2 Cor. iii. 10. P Acts vi. 2.

y Sextuses. Scxtus Empiricus (cent. 3 a.d.) a leader of the
later Sceptic school. Pyrrho of Elis (cent. 4 n.c.) was the
founder of the earlier. 6 Acts xvii. 21. e Lam. i. i.

{, Frenzy. Cf. Orat. ii. 37 ; xxxiv. 8.

i\ A />rofarie s/ot, lit " profane places"—plural as contrasted
with the fv rdn-u ayiui. Lev. vi. 16. etc., etc. : in which the priests

must cat of the sacrifices. The meaning of the phrase is '" Arius
died excommunicated "—indeed on the eve of the day on which
the Emperor Constantine had ordered him to be restored to com-
munion.

6 Lik€ "Judas. Cf. Epiph. Haer. 68.7 ; Socr. i. 38. Theodoret
i. 4. t .'\cts i. 18.
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to the Word. Then othei-s, catching the in-

fection, organized an art of impiety, and, con-

fining Deity to the Unbegotten, expelled from

Deity not only the Begotten, but also the Pro-

ceeding one, and honoured the Trinity with

communion in name " alone, or even refused

to retain this for it. Not so that blessed one,

who was indeed a man of God and a mighty

trumi)et of truth : but being aware that to

contract ^ the Three Persons to a numerical

Unity is heretical, and the innovation of

Sabellius, who first devised a contraction of

Deity ; and that to sever the Three Persons by
a distinction of nature, is an unnatural muti-

lation of Deity ; he both happily preserved the

Unity, which belongs to the Godhead, and
religiously taught the Trinity, which refers ^

to Personality, neither confounding the Three
Persons in the Unity, nor dividing the Sub-

stance among the Three Persons, but abiding

within the bounds of piety, by avoiding ex-

cessive inclination or opposition to either

side.

14. And therefore, first in the holy Synod
of Nicaja,* the gathering of the three hun-

dred and eighteen chosen men, united by the

Holy Ghost, as far as in him lay, he stayed

the disease. Though not yet ranked among
the Bishops, he held the first rank among the

members of the Council, for preference was

given to virtue just as much as to office.

Afterwards, when the flame had been fanned

by the blasts of the evil one, and had spread

very widely (hence came the tragedies of

which almost the whole earth and sea are full),

the fight raged fiercely around him who was

the noble champion of the Word. For the

a.ssault is hottest upon the point of resistance,

while various dangers surround it on every

side : for impiety is skilful in designing evils,

and excessively daring in taking them in

hand : and how would they spare men, who
had not spared the Godhead ? Yet one of the

assaults was the most dangerous of all : and I

myself contribute somewhat to this scene

;

yea, let me plead for the innocence of my dear

fatherland, for the wickedness was not due to

the land that bore them, but to the men who
undertook it. For holy indeed is that land,

and everywhere noted for its piety, but these

men are unworthy of the Church which bore

a In nniite, etc., i.e., They used the name Trinity, although it

was rendercJ meaningless by their fiilse doctrine as to the in-

equality of the Three Blessed Persons.
jJ To contract, etc. On this whole passage cf. Oral. ii. 36, 37,

notes.
•y Which refers, etc., or " which consists in personal relations."

Cf. on ifiioTTjs. Oral, xliii. 30, note.

& Xictea, a.i>. 325. Athanasius was present as theological
assistant to Ale.\auder of Alexandria.

them, and ye have heard of a briar growing

in a vine ;
" and the traitor^ was Judas, one of

the disciples.

15. There are some who do not excuse even

my namesake v from blame ; who, living at

Alexandria at the time for the sake of culture,

although he had been most kindly treated by
him, as if the dearest of his children, and re-

ceived his special confidence, yet joined in the

revolutionary plot against his father and patron :

for, though others took the active part in it,

the hand of Absalom ^ was Avith them, as the

saying goes. If any of you had heard of the

hand which was produced by fraud against the

Saint, and the corpse * of the living man, and

the unjust banishment, he knows what I mean.

But this I will gladly forget. For on doubtful

points, I am disposed to think we ought to in-

cline to the charitable side, and acquit rather

than condemn the accused. For a bad man
would speedily condemn even a good man,
while a good man would not be ready to con-

demn even a bad one. For one who is not

ready to do ill, is not inclined even to suspect

it. I come now to what is matter of fact, not

of report, what is vouched for as truth instead

of unverified suspicion.

16. There was a monster ^ from Cappadocia,

born on our farthest confines, of low birth,

and lower mind, whose blood was not per-

fectly free, but mongrel, as we know that of

mules to be ; at first, dependent on the table of

others, whose price was a barley-cake, who had
learnt to say and do everything with an eye to

his stomach, and, at last, after sneaking into

public life, and filling its lowest offices, such

as that of contractor for swine's flesh, the sol-

diers' rations, and then having proved himself

a scoundrel for the sake of greed in this public

trust, and been stripped to the skin, contrived

to escape, and after passing, as exiles do, from

country to country and city to city, last of

all, in an evil hour for the Christian commun-
ity, like one of the plagues of Egypt, he

reached Alexandria. There, his wanderings

being stayed, he began his villany. Good
for nothing in all other respects, without cul-

ture, without fluency in conversation, witho- ^

even the form and pretence of reverence, his

alsai. V. 2 (LXX.) ; vii. 23, v. 1. " in a vineyard."

P S. Luke vi. 16.

7 Namesake. Gregory, a Cappadocian, nominated to the see
of Alexandria, by the Arian Bishops at Antioch, after the banish-

ment of Athanasius, A.u. 340.
6 )7 ;(etp 'A/3etr<raAw/x '"The hand of Absalom," prob. a mis-

quotation of 2 .Sam. xiv. 19. "The hand of Jo.-ib." 2 .Sam. xv. 5.

e Corpse, etc. Athanasius was charged with having murtlercd

Arsenius, and his enemies produced a hand which, they said, had
belonged to the dead man.

C, Monster. George of Cappadocia, Arian intruder into the seo

of Alexandria, A. D. 336-361.
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skill ill working villany and confusion was iin-

eciuallccl.

17. His acts of insolence towards the saint

you all know in full detail. Often were the

righteous given into the hands of the wick-

ed," not that the latter might be honoured,

but that the former might be tested : and
though the wicked come, as it is written,

to an awful death, '^ nevertheless for the pres-

ent the godly are a laughing stock, while

the goodness of God and the great treas-

uries of what is in store for each of them here-

after are concealed. Then indeed word and
deed and thought will be weighed in the just

balances of God, as He arises to judge the

earth, V gathering together counsel and works,

and revealing what He had kept sealed up.*

Of this let the words and sufferings of Job
convince thee, who was a truthful, blameless,

just, godfearing man, with all those other

qualities which are testified of him, and yet was

smitten with such a succession of remarkable

visitations, at the hands of him who begged
for power over him, that, although many
have often suffered in the whole course of

time, and some even have, as is probable, been

grievously afflicted, yet none can be compared
with him in misfortunes. For he not only

suffered, without being allowed space to mourn
for his losses in their rapid succession, the loss

of his money, his possessions, his large and
fair family, blessings for which all men care

;

but was at last smitten with an incurable dis-

ease horrible to look upon, and, to crown his

misfortunes, had a wife whose only comfort

was evil counsel. For his surpassing troubles

were those of his soul added to those of the

body." He had also among his friends truly

miserable comforters,^ as he calls them, who
could not help him. For when they saw his

suffering, in ignorance of its hidden meaning,

they supposed his disaster to be the punish-

ment of vice and not the touchstone of virtue.

And they not only thought this, but were not

even ashamed to reproach him with his lot,''

at a time when, even if he had been suffering

for vice, they ought to have treated his grief

with words of consolation.

18. Such was the lot of Job: such at first

sight his history. In reality it was a contest

between virtue and envy :
^ the one straining

every nerve to overcome the good, the other

enduring everything, that it might abide un-

y Vs. Ixxxii. 8.

Jib. xvi. 2.

rt Job. ix. 24. /3 lb. ix. 23.
S Uan. xii. g. e Job ii. 7 et seq.
r) //is lot, lit. " the tlre.idful (thing) " i.e. "reproach liiin, as hav-

ing brought his sufferings upon himself"—or 'reproach him with
hnpicty '—the cause of Ins suffcrinss.

e Envy, i.e., of the devil. Wisdom ii, 24. Cf. § 3a of this Ora-
tion,

subdued \ the one striving to smooth the A\ay

for vice, by means of the chastisement of the

upright, the other to retain its hold upon the

good, even if they do exceed others in misfor-

tunes. What then of Him who answered Job
out of the whirlwind and cloud,** Who is .slow

to chastise and swift to help, Who suffers not

utterly the rod of the wicked to come into tlie

lot of the righteous, lest the righteous should

learn iniquity ? ^ At the end of the contests

He declares the victory of the athlete in a

sjjlcndid proclamation and lays bare the secret

of his calaiiiities, .saying: " Thinkest thou
that I have dealt with thee for any other pur-

pose than the manifestation of thy righteous-

ness ? " V This is the balm for his wounds, this

is the crown of the contest, this the reward for

his patience. For perhaps his subsequent

prosperity was small, great as it may seem to

some, and ordained for the sake of small

minds, even though he received again twice

as much as he had lost.

19. In this case then it is not wonderful, if

George had the advantage of Athanasius ; nay it

would be more wonderful, if the righteous were
not tried in the fire of contumely ; nor is

this very wonderful, as it would have been had
the flames availed for more than this. Then
he was in retirement, and arranged his exile

most excellently, for he betook himself to the /

holy and divine homes * of contemplation in -'

Egypt, where, secluding themselves from the

world, and welcoming the desert, men live to

God more than all who exist in the body.

Some struggle on in an utterly monastic and
solitary life, speaking to themselves alone and
to God,* and all the world they know is what
meets their eyes in the desert. Others, cher-

ishing the law of love in community, are at

once Solitaries and Coenobites, dead to all

other men and to the eddies of public affairs

which whirl us and are whirled about them-

selves and make sport of us in their sudden
changes, being the world to one another and
whetting the edge of their love in emulation.

During his intercourse with them, the great

Athanasius, who was always the mediator and
reconciler of all other men, like Him AVho

made peace through His blood ^ between

things which were at variance, reconciled the

solitary with the community life : by showing

that the Priesthood is cai)able of contempla-

tion, and that contemplation is in need of a

spiritual guide.

20. Thus he combined the two, and so

a Job xxxviii. i. ^ Ps. cxxv. 3. v Job xl. 3 (LXX.).
5 //onus, etc. Tlie monasteries of lower Egypt and the Thebaid.

This wab a.u. 3j6. « i Cor. xiv, sS. i Col. i, 30,
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united the partisans ol' both cahn action and
of active cahn, as to convince them that the

monastic hfe is cliaracteiised by steadfastness

of disposition rather than by bodily retire-

ment. Accordingly the great David was a

man of at once the most active and most soli-

tary life, if any one thinks the verse, I

am in solitude, till I pass away," of value and
authority in the exposition of this subject.

Therefore, though they surpass all others in

virtue, they fell further short of his mind than

others fell short of their own, and while con-

tributing little to the perfection of his priest-

hood, they gained in return greater assistance

in contemplation. Whatever he thought, was a

law for them, whatever on the contrary he dis-

approved, they abjured : his decisions were to

them the tables of Moses, ^ and they ])aid him
more reverence than is due from men to the

Saints. Aye, and when men came to hunt the

Saint like a wild beast, and, after searching

for him everywhere, failed to find him, they

vouchsafed these emissaries not a single word,
and offered their necks to the sword, as risk-

ing their lives for Christ's sake, and consid-

ering the most cruel sufferings on behalf of

Athanasius to be an important step to contem-
plation, and far more divine and sublime than
the long fasts and hard lying and mortifications

in which they constantly revel.

21. Such were his surroundings when he
approved the wise counsel of Solomon that

their is a time to every purpose : v so he hid
himself for a while, escaping during the time
of war, to show himself when the time of

peace came, as it did soon afterwards. Mean-
while George, there being absolutely no one to

resist him, overran Egypt, and desolated Syria,

in the might of ungodliness. He seized upon
the East also as far as he could, ever attracting

the weak, as torrents roll down objects in their

course, and assailing the unstable or faint-

hearted. He won over also the simplicity of

the Emperor, for thus I must term his instal)il-

ity, though I respect his pious motives. For,

to say the truth, he had zeal, but not accord-
ing to knowledge.* He purchased those in

authority who were lovers of money rather than
lovers of Christ—for he was well supplied witla

the funds for the poor, which he embezzled

—

especially the effeminate and unmanly men,*
of doubtful sex, but of manifest impiety ; to

whom, I know not how or why. Emperors
of the Romans entrasted authority over men,
though their proper function was the charge of

a Ps. cxli. TO (LXX.). /3 Rxod. xx.vii. 15 ; xxxiv. i.

y Kcdes. iii. i. 8 Kom. x. 2.

« l/it/ftaii/j' men, the Eunuchs, the chamberlains of Constan-
tius.

women. In this lay the power of that servant

"

of the wicked one, that sower of tares, that

forerunner of Antichrist ; foremost in speech
of the orators of his time among the r.ishojw

,

if any one likes to call him an orator who was
not so much an inifnous, as he was a hostile

and contentious reasoner,—his name I will

gladly i)ass by : he was the hand of his party,

perverting the truth by the gold subscribed
for pious uses, which the wicked made an
instrument of their impiety.

22. The crowning feat of this faction was
the council which sat first at Seleucia, the city

of the holy and illustrious virgin Thekla, and
afterwards at this mighty city, thus connecting
their names, no longer with noble associations,

but with these of deepest disgrace ; whether we
must call that council, which subverted and
disturbed everything, a tower of Chalane,^

which deservedly confounded the tongues

—

would that theirs had been confounded for

their harmony in evil !^or a Sanhedrim of

Caiaphas v where Christ was condemned, orsome
other like name. The ancient and pious doc-

trine which defended the Trinity was abolished,

by setting up a* palisade and battering down
the Consubstantial : opening the door to im-

piety by means of what is written, using as their

pretext, their reverence for Scripture and for the

use of approved terms, but really introducing

unscriptural Arianism. For the phrase " like,

according to the Scriptures," was a bait to the

simple, concealing the hook of impiety, a figure

seeming to look in the direction of all who
passed by, a boot fitting either foot, a win-

nowing with every wind,^ gaining authority

from the newly written villany and device

against the truth. For they were wise to do
evil, but to do good they had no knowledge.^

23. Hence came their pretended condemna-
tion "J of the heretics, whom they renounced in

words, in order to gain plausibility for their ef-

forts, but in reality furthered; charging them
not with unbounded impiety, but with exagger-

ated language. Hence came the profane judges

of the Saints, and the new combination, and
public view and discussion of mysterious ques-

tions, and the illegal encjuiry into the actions

of life, and the hired informers, and the pur-

a Servant, etc., probably, Acacius, /3 Gen. xi. 4.

Y S. John xi. 47 ft srr/.

xapaxa lit. ''a pale"—one of the many which formed the pali-

sade. I'crliaps there is a play 011 the wiird xapaKTr\pa. "a Icticr"'

in reference to the insertion of the letter iota in the Niccne forn:nl.-»

—which then became Homoiousion, i.e.,
'" Like in substance."

This action on the part of the Semi-Arians (whci formed tlie ma-
jority of the Council of Seleucia A. 13. 359), was llie first step to ihc

Homoiun of the Acacian party, who prevailed at the council of

Constantinople, .a.d. 360, and professed great devotion to the uso

of Scriptural terms. e ICccles. v. 9. ^. Jer. iv. 22.

») Condemnation, i.e., of Aetius, who was banished by Constat)'

Uus after the Council,
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chased sentences. vSome were unjustly de-

posed" from their sees, others intruded, and
among other necessary qualifications, made to

sign the bonds of iniquity : the ink was ready,

the informer at hand. This the majority even

of us, who were not overcome, had to endure,

not falling in mind, though prevailed upon to

sign,^ and so uniting with men who were in

both respects wicked, and involving ourselves

in the smoke,v if not in the flame. Over this

I have often wept, when contemplating the con-

fusion of impiety at that time, and the perse-

cution of the orthodox teaching which now
arose at the hands of the patrons of the Word.

24. For in reality, as the Scripture says,

the shepherds became brutish,^ and many
shepherds destroyed My vineyard, and defiled

my pleasant portion,* I mean the Church of

God, which has been gathered together by
the sweat and blood of many toilers and vic-

tims both before and after Christ, aye, even

the great sufferings of God for us. For with

very few exceptions, and these either men who
from their insignificance were disregarded, or

from their virtue manfully resisted, being left

unto Israel,^ as was ordained, for a seed and
root,*! to blossom and come to life again amid
the streams of the Spirit, everyone^ yielded to

the influences of the time, distinguished only

by the fact that some did so earlier, some later,

that some became the champions and leaders

of impiety, while such others were assigned a

lower rank, as had been shaken by fear, en-

slaved by need, fascinated by flattery, or be-

guiled in ignorance ; the last being the least

guilty, if indeed we can allow even this to be

a valid excuse for men entrusted with the lea-

dership of the people. For just as the force of

lions and other animals, or of men and of

women, or of old and of young men is not the

same, but there is a considerable difference

due to age or species—so it is also with rulers

and their subjects. For while we might par-

don laymen in such a case, and often they

escape, because not put to the test, yet how can

we excuse a teacher, whose duty it is, unless

he is falsely so-called, to correct the igno-

rance of others. For is it not absurd, while

no one, however great his boorishness and
want of education, is allowed to be ignorant

of the Roman law, and while there is no law

in favour of sins of ignorance, that the teachers

a Deposed. Cyril of Jerusalem, Eustathius of Sebastc, Basil of
Ancyra and others.

/3 To si^oi, etc. Cf. Orat. xviii. j8.

y The siiio/ce, etc. Cf. Orat. xvi. 6 ; Ps. xviii. 9, CV. 32.
6 Jer. X. 21. e lb. ii. 10.

^Isai. i. 9. r; lb. xxxvii. 31 (LXX.).
S l<'.vt7yone. This was the time of which S. Jerome wrote

•' Ingemuit totus orbis, ct miratus est sc Arianum esse,"

of the mysteries of salvation should be igno-

rant of the fir.st principles of salvation, however
simple and shallow their minds may be in

regard to other subjects. But, even granting

indulgence to them who erred in ignorance,

what can be said for the rest, who lay claim to

subtlety of intellect, and yet yielded to the

court-party for the reasons I have mentioned,

and after playing the part of piety for a long

while, failed in the hour of trial.

25. " Yet once more, " "* I hear the Scripture

say that the heaven and the earth shall be
shaken, inasmuch as this has befallen them
before, signifying, as I suppose, a manifest re-

novation of all things. And we must believe

S. Paul when he says ^ that this last shaking is

none other than the second coming of Christ,

and the transformation and changing of the

universe to a condition of stability which can-

not be shaken. And I imagine that this pres-

ent shaking, in which y the contemplatives and
lovers of God, who before the time exercise

their heavenly citizenship, are shaken from us, is

of no less consequence than any of former days.

For, however peaceful and moderate in other

respects these men are, yet they cannot bear to

carry their reasonableness so far as to be trai-

tors to the cause of God for quietness' sake :

nay on this point they are excessively warlike

and sturdy in fight ; such is the heat of their

zeal, that they would sooner proceed to excess

in disturbance, than fail to notice anything

that is amiss. And no small portion of the

people is breaking away with them, fljdng

away, as a flock of birds does, with those who
lead the flight, and even now does not cease

to fly with them.

26. Such was Athanasius to us, when pres-

ent, the pillar of the Church ; and such, even
when he retired before the insults of the

wicked. For those who have plotted the

capture of some strong fort, when they see no
other easy means of approaching or taking it,

betake themselves to arts, and then, after se-

ducing the commander by money or guile,

without any effort possess themselves of the

stronghold, or, if you will, as those who
plotted against Samson first cut off his hair,^

in which his strength lay, and then seized

upon the judge, and made sport of him at

will, to requite him for his former power : so

did our foreign foes, after getting rid of our

source of strength, and shearing off the glory

of the Church, revel in like manner in utter-

ances and deeds of impiety. Then the sup-

o Hagg. ii. 7 ; Heb. xii. 26. /3 Heb. xii. 27.

y III nvhichy etc. This sentence probably alluilcs to the exces-

sivc zeal of tlie monks of Nazianzus. 5 Judges x^^. 19.
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porter" and patron of the hostile shepherd^

died, crowning y his reign, which had not

been evil, with an evil close, and unprofitably

repenting, as they say, with his last breath,

when each man, in view of the higher judge-

ment seat, is a prudent judge of his own con-

duct. For of these three evils, which were

unworthy of his reign, he said that he was
conscious, the murder of his kinsmen, the

proclamation of the Ai)OState, and the inno-

vation upon the faith ; and with these words
he is said to have departed. Thus there was
once more authority to teach the word of

truth, and those who had suftered violence

had now undisturbed freedom of speech,

while jealousy was whetting the weapons of

its wrath. Thus it was with the people of

Alexandria, who, with their usual impatience

of the insolent, could not brook the excesses

of the man, and therefore marked his wicked-

ness by an unusual death, and his death by
an unusual ignominy. For you know that

camel,* and its strange burden, and the new
form of elevation, and the first and, I think,

the only procession, with which to this day
the insolent are threatened.

27. But when from this hurricane of un-

righteousness, this corrupter of godliness, this

precursor of the wicked one, such satisfaction

had been exacted, in a way I cannot praise,

for we must consider not what he ought to

have suffered, but what we ought * to do

:

exacted however it was, as the result of the

public anger and excitement : and thereupon,

our champion was restored from his illustrious

banishment, for so I term his exile on behalf

of, and under the blessing of, the Trinity,

amid such delight of the people of the city

and of almost all Egypt, that they ran to-

gether from every side, from the furthest limits

of the country, simply to hear the voice of

Athanasius, or feast their eyes upon the sight

of him, nay even, as we are told of the Apos-
tles, that they might be hallowed by the

shadow i and unsubstantial image of his body :

so that, many as are the honours, and wel-

comes bestowed on frequent occasions in the

course of time upon various individuals, not

only upon public rulers and bishops, but also

upon the most illustrious of private citizens,

o T/ie Sufifiortey, Constantlus, who died a. d. 360.
/3 Tlie hostile sittpherd, George.
y Crowning, CIdmcncct renders " Appointing an evil head over

an empire which was not evil," sc. Julian the Apostate.
5 Camel. On the death of Constantius, the pagans of Alexan-

dria murdered George, and carried his mangled body through
the streets on the back of a camel.

« We ought, etc. S. Gregory seems to imply that the deed had
been done by Christians. Historical writers and Julian's letter to

the people make it clear that this was not really the case.

^ Acts V. 15.

not one has been recorded more numerously
attended or more brilliant than this. And
only one honour can be compared with it by
Athanasius himself, which had been conferred

upon him on his former entrance into the

city, when returning from the same exile for

the same reasons.

28. With reference to this honour there was
also current some such report as the following;

for I will take leave to mention it, even though
it be superfluous, as a kind of flavouring to my
speech, or a flower scattered in honour of his

entry. After that entry, a certain officer,

who had been twice Consul, was riding into

the city ; he was one of us, among the most
noted of Cappadocians. I am sure that you
know that I mean Philagrius, who won upon
our affections far beyond any one else, and
was honoured as much as he was loved, if I

may thus briefly set forth all his distinctions

:

who had been for a second time entrusted

with the government of the city, at the re-

quest of the citizens, by the decision of the

Emperor. Then one of the common people

present, thinking the crowd enormous, like

an ocean whose bound no eye can see, is

reported to have said to one of his comrades
and friends—as often happens in such a case

—

'
' Tell me, my good fellow, have you ever

before seen the people pour out in such num-
bers and so enthusiastically to do honour to

any one man?" "No!" said the young
man, "and I fancy that not even Constantius

himself would be so treated; " indicating, by
the mention of the Emperor, the climax of

possible honour. "Do you speak of that,"

said the other with a sweet and merry laugh,

"as something wonderfully great? I can
scarcely believe that even the great Athana-
sius would be welcomed like this," adding at

the same time one of our native oaths in con-

firmation of his words. Now the point of

what he said, as I suppose you also plainly

see, is this, that he set the subject of our

eulogy before the Emperor himself.

29. So great was the reverence of all for

the man, and so amazing even now seems the

reception which I have described. For if

divided according to birth, age and profes-

sion, (and the city is most usually arranged

in this way, when a public honour is bestowed
on anyone) how can I set forth in words that

mighty spectacle? They formed one river,

and it were indeed a poet's task to describe

that Nile, of really golden stream and rich

in crops, flowing back again from the city to

the Chaercum, a day's journey, I take it, and
more. Permit me to revel a while longer in
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my description : for I am going there, and it

is not easy to bring back even my words

from that ceremony. He rode upon a colt,

ahiiost, blame me not for folly, as my Jesus

did upon that other colt," whether it were the

people of the Gentiles, whom He mounts in

kindness, by setting it free from the bonds of

ignorance, or something else, which the Scrip-

ture sets forth. He was welcomed with

branches of trees, and garments with many
flowers and of varied hue were torn off and
strewn before him and under his feet : there

alone was all that was glorious and costly and
peerless treated with dishonour. Like, once

more, to the entry of Christ were those that

went before with shouts and followed with

dances ; only the crowd which sung his

praises was not of children only, but every

tongue was harmonious, as men contended only

to outdo one another. I pass by the univer-

sal cheers, and the pouring forth of unguents,

and the nightlong festivities, and the whole
city gleaming with light, and the feasting in

public and at home, and all the means of

testifying to a city's joy, which Avere then in

lavish and incredible profusion bestowed upon
him. Thus did this marvellous man, with

such a concourse, regain his own city,

30. He lived then as becomes the rulers of

such a people, but did he fail to teach as he

lived? Were his contests out of harmony
with his teaching? Were his dangers less

than those of men who have contended for

any truth ? Were his honours inferior to the

objects for which he contended ? Did he

after his reception in any way disgrace that

reception ? By no means. Everything was

harmonious, as an air upon a single lyre, and
in the same key; his life, his teaching, his

struggles, his dangers, his return, and his con-

duct after his return. For immediately on
his restoration to his Church, he was not like

those who are blinded by unrestrained passion,

who, under the dominion of their anger, thrust

away or strike at once whatever comes in their

way, even though it might well be spared.

But, thinking this to be a special time for him
to consult his reputation, since one who is ill-

treated is usually restrained, and one who has

the power to requite a wrong is ungoverned,
he treated so mildly and gently those who had
injured him, that even they themselves, if I

may say so, did not find his restoration dis-

tasteful.

31. He cleansed the temple of those who
made merchandise of (lod, and trafficked in

the things of Christ, imitating Christ^ in this

9. S. Luke xix, 3$, /3 S. Juhn ii. ij.

also ; only it was with persuasive words, not

with a twisted scourge that this was wrought.

He reconciled also those who were at variance,

both with one another and with him, without

the aid of any coadjutor. Those who had
been wronged he set free from oppression,

making no distinction as to whether they were

of his own or of the opposite party. He re-

stored too the teaching which had been over-

thrown : the Trinity was once more boldly

spoken of, and set upon the lampstand, flash-

ing with the brilliant light of the One Godhead
into the souls of all. He legislated again for

the whole world, and brought all minds under
his influence, by letters to some, by invitations

to others, instructing some, who visited him
uninvited, and proposing as the single law to

all

—

Good taill.'^ For this alone was able

to conduct them to the true issue. In brief,

he exemplified the virtues of two celebrated

stones—for to those who assailed him he was

adamant, and to those at variance a magnet,

which by some secret natural power draws iron

to itself, and influences the hardest of sub-

stances.

32. But yet it was not likely that envy
could brook all this, or see the Church restored

again to the same glory and health as in former

days, by the speedy healing over, as in the

body, of the wounds ofseparation. Therefore

it was, that he raised up against Athanasius the

Emperor, a rebel like himself,^ and his peer

in villany, inferior to him only from lack of

time, the first of Christian Emperors to rage

against Christ, bringing forth all at once the

basilisk of impiety with which he had long

been in labour, when he obtained an oppor-

tunity, and shewing himself, at the time when
he was proclaimed Emperor, to be a traitor to

the Emperor who had entrusted him with the

empire, and a traitor double dyed to the God
who had saved him. He devised the most in-

human of all the persecutions by blending

speciousness with cruelty, in his envy of the

honour won by the martyrs in their struggles

;

and so he called in question their repute for

courage, by making verbal twists and quibbles

a part of his character, or to speak the real

truth, devoting himself to them with an eager-

ness born of his natural disposition, and imi-

tating in varied craft the Evil one who dwelt

within him. The subjugation of the whole

race of Christians he thought a simple task
;

but found it a great one to overcome Atha-

arb /3ouAe<7-6ai, lit. " to will "—i.e. be willing to listen to, and uil-

dcrst.md the interests for which other.s were contending, in .1 concili-

atory spirit—for the sake of truth, not of victory.

|3 He . . . a rehcl like himself. Envy, personifying the Evil
one, Cf- supra §18.
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nasius and the power of his teaching over us. For he

saw that no success coukl be gained in the plot against

us, because of this man's resistance and opposition
;

tlic places of the Christians cut down being at once

filled up, surprising though it seems, by the accession

of Gentiles and the prudence of Athanasius. In full

view therefore of this, the crafty perverter and perse-

cutor, clinging no longer to his cloak of illiberal sophis-

try, laid bare'his wickedness and openly banished the

Bishop from the city. For the illustrious warrior must

needs conquer in three struggles » and thus make good

his perfect title to fame.

33. Brief was the interval before Justice pronounced

sentence, and handed over the offender ^ to the Per-

sians : sending him forth an ambitious monarch—and
bringing him back a corpse for which no one even felt

pity ; which, as I have heard, was not allowed to rest

in the grave, but was shaken out and thrown up by
the earth which he had shaken : a prelude—I take it

—to his future chastisement. Then another king v

arose,* not shameless in countenance like the former,

nor an oppressor of Israel with cruel tasks and task-

masters, but most pious and gentle. In order to lay

the best of foundations for his empire, and begin, as

is right, by an act of justice, he recalled from exile all

the Bishops, but in the first place him who stood first

in virtue and had conspicuously championed the cause

of piety. Further, he inquired into the truth of our

faith which had been torn asunder, confused, and
parcelled out into various opinions and portions by
many ; with the intention, if it were possible, of re-

ducing the whole world to harmony and union by the

co-operation of the Spirit : and, should he fail in this,

of attaching himself to the best party, so as to aid and
be aided by it, thus giving token of the exceeding
loftiness and magnificence of his ideas on questions of

the gieatest moment. Here too was shown in a very

high degree the simple-mindedness of Athanasius, and
the steadfastness of his faith in Christ. For, when all

the rest who sympathised with us were divided into

three parties, and many were faltering in their concep-

tion of the Son, and still more in that of the Holy
Ghost, (a point on which to be only slightly in error

was to be orthodox) and few indeed were sound upon
both points, he was the first and only one, or with the

concurrence of but a few, to venture to confess in

writing, with entire clearness and distinctness, the

Unity of Godhead and Essence of the Three Persons,

and thus to attain in later days, under the influence of

inspiration, to the same faith in regard to the Holy
Ghost, as had been bestowed at an earlier time on
most of the Fathers in regard to the Son. This con-

fession, a truly royal and magnificent gift, he presented

to the Emperor, opposing to the unwritten innovation,

a written account* of the orthodox faith, so that an
emperor might be overcome by an emperor, reason by
reason, treatise by treatise.

34. This confession was, it seems, greeted with re-

spect by all, both in West and East, who were capable
of life ; some cherishing piety within their own bo-
soms, if we may credit what they say, but advancing
no further, like a still-born child which dies within its

mother's womb ; others kindling to some extent, as it

were, sparks, so far as to escape the difficulties of the

time, arising either from the more fervent of the ortho-
dox, or the devotion of the people ; while others spoke

a/« three struggles. He was thrice banished, a.d. 336 by
Constantinc, a.d. 356 under Conslantiu8, and a.d. 362 by Julian.

fi The ojfeiuier, Julian.

y Another Icing—}.\\c Kmperor Jovian. 8 Exod. i. 8.

t A written account, A synodal letter drawn up in council,
probably at Alexandria, and conveyed and presented to Jovian at
^tioch by S, Athanasius,

the truth with boldness, on whose side I would be, for

I dare make no further boast j no longer consulting

my own fearfulness—in other words, the views of men
more unsound than myself (for this we have done
enough and to spare, without either gaining anything
from others, or guarding from injury that which was
our own, just as bad stewards do) but Ijringing fortli

to light my offspring, nourishing it with eagerness, and
exposing it, in its constant growth, to the eyes of all.

35. This, however, is less admirable than his con-

duct. What wonder that he, who had already made
actual ventures on behalf of the truth, should confess

it in writing? Yet this point I will add to what has
been said, as it seems to me especially wonderful, and
cannot with impunity be passed over in a time so fer-

tile in disagreements as this. For his action, if we
take note of him, will afford instruction even to the

men of this day. For as, in the case of one and the

same quantity of water, there is separated from it, not

only the residue which is left behind by the hand when
drawing it, but also those drops, once contained in the

hand, which trickle out through the fingers ; so also

there is a separation between us and, not only those

who hold aloof in their impiety, but also those who
are most pious, and that both in regard to such doc-

trines as are of small consequence (a matter of less

moment) and also in regard to expressions intended to

bear the same meaning. We use in an orthodox
sense the terms one Essence and three Hypostases,

the one to denote the nature of the Godhead, tlie

other the properties" of the Three ; the Italians P

mean the same, but, owing to the scantiness of their

vocabulary, and its poverty of terms, they are unable
to distinguish between Essence and Hypostases, and
therefore introduce the term Persons, to avoid being
understood to assert three Essences. The result,

were it not piteous, would be laughable. This slight

difference of sound was taken to indicate a difference

of faith. Then, Sabellianism was suspected in tlic

doctrine of Three Persons, Arianism in that of Three
Hypostases, both being the offspring of a contentious

spirit. And then, from the gradual but constant

growth of irritation (the unfailing result of contentious-

ness) there was a danger of the whole world being
torn asunder in the strife about syllables. Seeing and
hearing this, our blessed one, true man of God and
great steward of souls as he was, felt it inconsistent

with his duty to overlook so absurd and unreasonable

a rending of the word, and applied his medicine to

the disease. In what manner ? He conferred in his

gentle and sympathetic way with both parties, and
after he had carefully weighed the meaning of their

expressions, and found that they had the same sense,

and were in nowise different in doctrine, by permit-

ting each party to use its own terms, he bound them V

together in unity of action.

36. This in itself was more j^rofitablc than the long

course of labours and teaching on which all writers en-

large, for in it somewhat of ambition mingled, and
consequently, perhaps, somewhat of novelty in expres-

sions. This again was of more value than his many
vigils and acts of discipline, * the advantage of which
is limited to those who perform them. This was
worthy of our hero's famous banishments and flights

;

for the oljject, in view of which he chose to endure

such sufferings, he still pursued when the sufferings

a Properties. Cf. Orat. xliii. 30, note.

P The Italians, etc. Cf. Newman's Arians, pp. 376-38,1. S.

Athanasius' Orations against the Arians, Ed. Hright, p. lx.vxi,

Pelav. de Trin. IV. ii. 5-10 and iv.

Y Hound thcin, etc. At the Council of Alexandria, A.u. sSsi

Newman's Arians, pp. 364, sqf|.
_

i Acts 0/ discijilinc. \aij.ivviMV, " lying on the groundi"
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were past. Nor did he cease to cherish the same ar-

dour in others, praising some, gently rebuking others
;

rousing tlie sluggisliness of tliese, restraining the pas-

sion of those ; in some cases eager to prevent a fall,

in others devising means of recovery after a fall ; sim-

ple in disposition, manifold in the arts of government
;

clever in argument, more clever still in mind ; conde-
scending to the more lowly, outsoaring the more lofty ;

hospitable, <» protector of suppliants, averter of evils,

really combining in himself alone the whole of the at-

tributes 'parcelled out by the sons of Greece among
their deities. Further he was the patron of the

wedded and virgin state alike, both peaceable and a
peacemaker, and attendant upon those who are passing

from hence. Oh, how many a title does his virtue af-

ford me, if I would detail its many-sided excellence.

37. After such a course, as taught and teacher, that

his life and habits form the ideal of an Episcopate,

and his teaching the law of orthodoxy, what reward
does he win for his piety ? It is not indeed right to

pass this by. In a good old age he closed his life, ^

and was gathered to his fathers, the Patriarchs, and
Prophets, and Apostles, and Martyrs, who contended
for the truth. To be brief in my epitaph, the hon-

ours at his departure surpassed even those of his re-

turn from exile ; the object of many tears, his glory,

stored up in the minds of all, outshines all its visible

tokens. Yet, O thou dear and holy one, who didst

thyself, with all thy fair renown, so especially illus-

trate the due proportions of speech and of silence, do
thou stay here my words, falling short as they do of

thy true meed of praise, though they have claimed the

full exercise of all my powers. And mayest thou cast

upon us from above a propitious glance, and conduct
this people in its perfect worship of the perfect Trin-

ity, which, as Father, Son, Holy Ghost, we contem-
plate and adore. And mayest thou, if my lot be
peaceful, possess and aid me in my pastoral charge, or

if it pass through struggles, uphold me, or take me to

thee, and set me with thyself and those like thee

(though I have asked a great thing) in Christ Himself,

our Lord, to whom be all glory, honour, and power
for evermore. Amen.

Introduction to the ''Theological"
Orations.

"It has been said with truth," says the

writer of the Article on Gregory of Nazianzus

in the Dictionary of Christian Biography,
" that these discourses would lose their chief

charm in a translation. . . , Critics have

rivalled each other in the praises they have

heaped upon them, but no praise is so high as

that of the many Theologians who have found

in them their own best thoughts. A Critic

who cannot be accused of partiality towards

Gregory has given in a few words perhaps the

truest estimate of them :
' A solidity of thought,

the concentration of all that is opread through

the Avritings of'Hilary, Basil, and Athanasius,

a flow of softened eloquence which does not

halt or lose itself for a moment, an argument

nervous without dryness on the one hand, and

a I!,>!:/> itable, etc., titles given to Zeus, and other Greek gods.

/3 Closed his life a.u. 373.

without useless ornament on the other, give

these five Discourses a place to them.selves

among the monuments of this fine Genius,

who was not always in the same degree free

from grandiloquence and affectation. In a

few pages, and in a few hours, Gregory has

summed up and closed the controversy of a

whole Century. '
" « They were preached in the

Church called Anastasia,^ at Constantinople,

between 379 and 381, and have gained for

their author the title of The Theologian,

which he shares with S. John the Evangelist

alone. It should perhaps, however, be noted

that the word is not here used in the wide and
general sense in which we employ it, but in a

narrower and more specific way, denoting em-
phatically the Defender of the Deity of the

Logos. His principal opponents were the fol-

lowers of Eunomius and Macedonius, and it

is almost entirely against them that these Ora-

tions on Theology, or the Godhead of the

Word and the Holy Ghost, are directed. The
chief object of the Preacher in these and most

other of his public utterances, is to maintain

the Nicene Faith of the Trinity or Tri-unity of

God ; that is, the Doctrine that while there is

but One Substance or Essence y in the God-
head, and by consequence God is in the most

o De I'.roglle, " L'Eglise et I'Empire," v. 385.
—" Ce sent autant

de modules dans I'art delicat d'imprimcr la forme oratoire aux dc'-

veloppements philosophiques. Une pensee substantielle, formee
de tons les sues r^pandus dans les ecrits d'Hilaire, de Basilc et

d'Athanase; un courant d'eloquence tempcree qui ne se raleniit,

ni ne s'egare en aucun moment; une argumentation nerveuse sans
secheresse, mais sans vaine parure d'ornements, font a ces cinq
discours une place i part parmi les monuments de ce beau gonie,

auquel I'emphase et raffectation ne furent pas toujours aussi
Strangers. En quelques pages, et en quelques heures, Gr^goire
avait resumd et clos la controverse de tout un siicle."

P See Prolegomena p. 171.

7 " There is but one divine Essence or Substance ; Father, Son,
and Spirit, are one in essence, or consubstantial. They are in one
another, inseparable, and cannot be conceived without each other.

In this point the Nicene doctrine is thoroughly monotheistic, or
monarchian, in distinction from tritheism, which is but a new form
of the polytheism of the pagans.

" The terms Essence (ovcria) and Nature {ij)v<Tii),'m the philosoph-
ical sense, denote not an indi\idu.il, a personalitj', but the Genus
or Species; not Unum in Numero, but Ens Unum in Multis. All

men are of the same substance, partake of the same human nature;

though as persons and individuals they are very different. The
term Homo-ousion, in its strict grammatical sense, differs from
Mono-ousion or Touto-ousion, as well as from Hetero-ousion, and
signifies not numerical identity, but equality of essence or com-
munity of nature among .several beings. It is clearly thus used in

the Chalcedonian Symbol, where it is said that Christ is 'consub-

stantial (Homo-ousios) with the Father as touching the Godhead,
and consubstantial with us (and yet individually distinct from us)

as touching the Manhood.' But in the Divine Trinity consub-
stantiality denotes not only sameness of kind, but at the same time
Numerical unity; not merely the Unum in Specie, but also the

Unum in Numero. The three Persons are related to the Divine
Substance not as three individuals to their species, as Abraham.
Isaac, and Jacob, or Peter, John, and Paul, to human nature; they
are only one God. 'J'he divine Substance is absolutely indivisible

by reason of its simplicity, and absolutely inextensible and un-
transferable by reason of its infinity; whereas a corporeal substance

can be divided, and the human nature can be multiplied by gener-

ation. Three Divine substances would limit and exclude each
other, and therefore could not be infinite or absolute. The whole
fulness of the one undivided Essence of (>od, with all its attributes,

is in all the Persons of the Trinity, though in each in His own way;
in the Father as Original Principle, in the Son by eternal Gener-
ation, in the Spirit by eternal Procession. The Church te.iches

not One Divine Essence rt«rfThree Persons, but One Essence /«
Three Persons. Father, Son, and Spirit cannot be cowceivcd a^
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absolute sense One, yet God is not Uniper-

sonal, but within this Undivided Unity there

are three Self-determining Subjects or Persons,

distinguished from one another by special

characteristics (tSioTTTrt?) or personal proper-

ties—Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. With
^

this object he entered into conflict with the
,

heretics named above, who denied either the !

Consubstantiality of the Son with the Father,

or the perfect Godhead and Personality of the
j

Holy Ghost.
I

Eunomius, whom Ullmann calls one of the

most interesting heretics of the Fourth Cen-

tury, was by birth a Cappadocian, and slightly

older than Gregory. As a young man he was

a pupil and amanuensis of Aetius, by whom
the Arian heresy was developed to its extreme

results. The disciple never shrank from draw-

ing the furthest logical conclusions from his

master's premises, or from stating them with

a frankness, which to those who regarded the

premises themselves from which he reasoned

as horrible blasphemies, seemed nothing less

than diabolical in its impiety. So precisely

did he complete and formulate his teacher's

heretical tenets, that the Anomoean Arians

were ever afterwards called Eunomians, rather

than Aetians. They asserted the absolute

Unlikeness of the Being of the Father and

of the Son. Starting with the conception of

God as Absolute Being, of Whom no Genera-

tion can be predicated, Unbegotten and in-

capable of Begetting, they went on to say that

an Eternal Generation is inconceivable, and

that the Generation of the Son of God must

have had a beginning. Of course, therefore,

the Arian conclusion followed, namely, that

there was a time when the Son did not exist

(y]v 7roT€ ore ovk ^v), and His Essence is alto-

gether unlike that of the Unbegotten Father.

Equality of essence and Similarity of essence,

are alike untenable, from the mere fact that

the one Essence is Unbegotten, and the other

is Begotten. The Son, they said, is the First

Creation of the Divine Energy, and is the In-

strument by whom God created the world,

and in this sense, as the Organ of creative

power, may be said to be the Express Image
and Likeness of the Energy of the Father."

As they viewed the Holy Ghost as shar-

ing the Divine Nature in an even remoter de-

gree, as being only the noblest production of

Three separate individual!;, but are in one another, and form a
solidaric Unity." (Schaff, History of the Church, Nic. & Post-
Nic. Period, Div. ii. p. 672.)
a Two terms borrowed from Holy Scripture (Heb. i. 3). But

observe, borrowed with a difference—not " the Image of His Sub-
stance," which they would not admit, but of His " Energy," which
is a very different conception.

the Only-begotten Son, Eunomius was the

first person heretically to discontinue the prac-

tice of threefold immersion in Holy Baptism.

He also corrupted the Form of that Sacra-

ment, by setting aside the use of the Name of

the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and baptiz-

ing people "in the name of the Creator, and
into the death of Christ." Therefore the

Council of Constantinople ordered that con-

verts from Eunomianism should be baptized,

although those from other forms of Arianism

were admitted into the Catholic Church by
simple imposition of hands. Through the in-

fluence of the followers of Aetius, Eunomius
became, in 360, Bishop of Cyzicus in Mysia,

but he does not appear to have occupied the

See very long. At any rate when Gregory
came, in 379, to Constantinople, he was liv-

ing in retirement near Chalcedon. All parties

concur in representing him as a consummate
Dialectician, but the Orthodox declared that

he had turned Theology into a mere Tech-

nology. Readiness of Dialectic was the great

characteristic of his Sect, and it was they who
introduced into the Capital that bad spirit of

theological disputatiousness which Gregory
deplores in the first of these famous Orations.

He also differed entirely from Gregory, not

merely in the conclusions at which he arrived,

but in the method by which he reached them
;

following the system of Aristotle, rather than

of Plato, and using an exclusively intellectual

method, while Gregory treated Religion as

belonging to the entire man. The point at

issue between them, besides this of the Interior

relations of the Three Blessed Persons within

the Godhead, was mainly the question as to

the complete comprehensibility of the Divine

Nature, which the Eunomians maintained, and

Gregory denied. The latter argued that,

while we have a sure conviction that God is,

we have not a full understanding of What He
is. He would not, however, exclude us from

rtr// knowledge of God's Nature, only he limits

our capacity to so much as God has been

pleased to reveal to us of Himself. *' In my
opinion," he says (Or. xxiv. 4), ''it is im-

possible to express God, and yet more impos-

sible to conceive Him—seeing that the thick

covering of the flesh is an obstacle to the full

understanding of the truth." Similarly in

the Fourth of these Orations (Or. xxx. 17)

he says, "The Deity cannot be expressed in

words. And this is proved to us, not only by

arguments, but by the wisest and most ancient

of the Hebrews, so far as they have given us

reason for conjecture. For they ap|)ropriated

certain characters to the honour of the Deity,
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and would not even allow the name of any-

thing inferior to God to be written with the

same letters as that of God, because to their

mind it was improper that the Deity should

even to that extent admit any of His creatures

to a share with Himself. How then could

they have admitted that the indivisible and
separate Nature can be explained by divisible

words ? '

'

In the mind of Gregory, the Orthodox
doctrine of the Blessed Trinity is the funda-

mental dogma of Christianity, in contrast

with all other religions, and with all heretical

systems. "Remember your confession," he

says to his hearers in an Oration against the

Arians ;
" Into what were you baptized ? The

Father? Good, but still Jewish. The Son?
Good ; no longer Jewish, but not yet perfect.

The Holy Ghost ? Very good ; this is perfect.

Was it then simply into these, or was there

some one common Name of these ? Yes, there

was, and it is God." And in the same ora-

tion he calls Arianism a new Judaism, because

it ascribes full Deity only to the Father ; and
he speaks of One Nature in Three Individual-

ities, intelligent, perfect, self-existent, distinct

numerically, but one in Godhead. "In
created things," says Ullmann, "the several

individuals are embraced in a common con-

ception, though in themselves only connected

together in thought, while in fact they are not

one. Manhood is only an intellectual concep-

tion ; in fact there exist only Men. But in

the Godhead the Three Persons are not only

in conception, but in fact. One ; and this

Unity is not only a relative but an absolute

Unity, because the Divine Being is perfect in

all Three Persons, and in all in a perfect

equality. In this sense therefore Gregory and
all orthodox Trinitarians maintain the Unity
of God. But within this Unity there is a

true Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, a

Trinity of Persons in a Unity of Nature."

We worship, he says (Or. xxxiii. i6), the

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, One Nature in

Three Individualities. So that, as he says

elsewhere (Or. in laud. Athanasii, xxi. lo),

the Trinity is a true Trinity ; not a number-
ing of unlike things, but a binding together of

equals. Each of the Persons is God in the

fullest sense. The Son and the Holy Ghost
have their Source of Being in the Father, but
in such sense that They are fully consubstan-

tial with Him, and that neither of Them dif-

fers from Him in any particular of Essence.

The ]-)oints of difference lie in the Person-

al Attributes ; the Father Unoriginate, and
Source of Deity ; the Son deriving His Being

eternally from the Father, and Himself the

Source of all created existence ; the Holy
Ghost proceeding eternally from God, and
sent into the world.

In the first of these five discourses the

Preacher sets himself to clear the ground for

the fitting presentation of his great theme.

He endeavours to lay down the principles on
which Theologians should proceed in such

discussions, and very earnestly deprecates the

habit of promiscuous argument in all sorts of

])laces, upon all sorts of occasions, and before

all sorts of hearers, of the deepest and most
sacred truths and mysteries of the Faith.

They only should be allowed to engage in such
conversation who are fitted for it by the prac-

tice of Christian virtue. For others there are

many other subjects upon which they can ex-

ercise their dialectical attainments, without

doing or incurring any injury.

In the second oration Gregory lays down
the position referred to above, that it is im-

possible for even the most exalted human reason

fully to grasp the Nature of God, though His
Existence is patent to all. We can only, he
says, predicate negatives concerning Him. He
gives three reasons for this incapacity. First

to enhance our estimation of this knowledge,
when attained hereafter ; secondly to save us

from the danger of falling through pride, like

Lucifer, if we attained it prematurely ; and
thirdly, to support and sustain us in the trials

and conflicts of this life, by the certainty that

its attainment hereafter will be the reward of

faithful service in them. The cause of our

present inability is the body with which our

soul is united, the grossness of whose present

condition hinders us from rising to the com-
plete apprehension of the invisible and im-

material. God, out of compassion for our

weakness, has been pleased to designate Him-
self in Holy Scripture by various names taken

from material objects, or from moral virtues
;

but these are only stepping-stones to the truth,

and have indeed been sometimes perverted,

and made a basis for polytheism. It is, how-
ever, only natural that the Divine Essence

should be shrouded in Mystery, for the same
is the case with the created essences also.

In the Third and Fourth he deals with the

question of the Son. His position may be
summed up as follows : The Son is absolutely

of One Substance with the Father, and shares

with Him all the Attributes of Godhead. Yet

He is a distinct Person, marked off by the

fact that He is begotten of the Father. But

we must be careful not to allow this term
'

' Begotten '

' to suggest to us any analogy
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with created things. It is wholly indepen-

dent of time and space and sense.

This position he had to defend against many
assailants, and especially against the Euno-
mians. These heretics maintained that the

use of this term necessarily implied a begin-

ning of the Essence of the Son, and they asked

the orthodox to tell them when that begin-

ning took place. Gregory replies that the

Generation of God the Son is beyond all

time; pointing out that Paternity is .an Es-

sential attribute of God the Father, and there-

fore is as eternal as His Essence, so that there

never was a time when He was not the Father,

and consequently never a time when the Gen-
eration of the Son began. He admits that

there is a sense in which it is possible to say

that the Son and the Spirit are not unorigin-

ate, but then you must be careful not to use

the word Origin in the sense of Beginning,

but in that of Cause. They derive Their Be-

ing eternally from the Father, and all Three
Persons are coeternal together. In respect

of Cause They are not unoriginate, but the

cause is not necessarily prior in time to its

effect, just as the Sun is not prior to its own
light. In respect of fwie, then. They may be

said to be unoriginate, for the Sources of time

cannot be subject to time. '^If the Father

has not ceased to beget, His Generation is

an imperfect one ; and if He has ceased, He
must have begun, for an end implies a be-

ginning." " Not so," says Gregory, "unless

you are prepared to admit that what has no
end has necessarily no beginning ; and in that

case what will you say about the Angels, or

the human soul ? These will have no end

;

had either of them therefore no beginning? "

By a similar process of Reductio ad absiir-

dtim he dissipates all the quibbles of Euno-
mian sophistry, and lays down the orthodox
Faith of the Church. Then in the remainder

of the Third and Fourth Orations he goes on
to examine the Scriptural testimony adduced
by his opponents, and to shew by a similar

catena on the other side that the overwhelm-
ing preponderance of the authority of the

Bible is clearly against them. In connection

with this point he lays down the canon that

in the interpretation of Scripture in regard to

our Lord, all expressions savouring of humil-

ity or weakness are to be referred to that pure

Humanity which He assumed for our sake;

while all that speaks of Majesty and Power
belongs to His Godhead.

In the Fifth he deals with the doctrine of

the Holy Ghost. The heresy of Arius was at

first directly concerned only with the Person

of our Lord, though not without a side-glance

at that also of the Holy Ghost. The Council

of Nica^a had confined itself to the first ques-

tion, and its Creed ended with, " We believe

in the Holy Ghost." This, it was afterwards

argued, was enough to proclaim His l)i\inity,

and so Gregory argues in this Oration, "If
He be only a creature, how do we believe on
Him, how are we made perfect in Him, for

the first of these belongs to Deity, the second
may be said of anything" (c. vi.). The rea-

son, however, that the Great Synod made no
express definition on the point seems to have
been that the controversy had not yet been
carried so far in direct terms (cf. S. Basil, Epp.
Ixxviii. ccclxxxvii.). But fifty years later the

growth of the heresy rendered a definition of

the Church's faith on this point needful ; and
in 363, on his return from his fourth period

of exile, S. Athanasius heldai)rovincial Synod
at Alexandria, in whose Synodical Letter to

the Emperor Jovian the Godhead of the Holy
Ghost is maintained in terms which, as Canon
Ikight says, partly anticipate the language of

the Creed of Constantinople (Diet. Biog. Art.

Athanasius). The new development of the

heresy had begun to appear at Constantinople

as well as in Thrace and Asia Minor. Mace-
donius, a Semi-Arian, had been elected Bishop
of Constantinople in 341, and in spite of vio-

lent opposition, which he met by still more
violent measures, had maintained his position

till 360, when he was deposed and driven out

by the Anomoean Arians. He then in his

retirement became the leader of the Semi-
Arian party. Accepting the statement that

the Son was Like in Essence to the Father, he

would not concede even this to the Holy
Ghost, but declared Him to be a mere creat-

ure (Thdt. Hist. Eccl. ii. 6), and the servant

or minister of the Son ; applying to Him terms

which without error could only be used of the

Angels (Sozomen. H. E. iv. 27). His follow-

ers were known as Macedonians, or sometimes

Marathonians, from a certain Marathonius,

formerly a Paymaster of the Prcetorian Guards,

who had become a Deacon of Constantinople,

and, having done much in the way of found-

ing and maintaining Monastic Houses and
Houses of Charity in the City, was conse-

crated by Macedonius as Bishop of Nicomedia.

They were also known as Pneumatomachi,
from the nature of their Heresy. A contro-

versy had now begun to arise as to the precise

])Osition Avhich the true faith was to assign to

the Holy Spirit. There were those who left

it doubtful whether He had indeed a separate

Personality, or whether He were not rather a
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mere Influence or Activity of the Father and
the Son. Gregory tells us how, when he

came to the Metropolis, he found the wildest

confusion prevalent. Some, he says, conceived

of the Holy Ghost as a mere Energy of God,
others thought Him a Creature, others believed

Him to be God ; while many out of an alleged

reverence for Holy Scripture, hesitated to give

Him the Name of God. To this last class

belonged, according to Socrates (H. E. ii. 45),
Eustathius, who had been ejected from the

Bishopric of Sebasteia in Pontus. He refused

to admit that the Holy Spirit is God, while

yet He did not dare to affirm that He is a

mere creature. When Gregory proceeded to

preach the Deity of the Spirit, he was accused

of introducing a strange and unscriptural god,

because, as he acknowledges, the letter of the

Bible is not so clear on the doctrine of the

Spirit as it is on that of the Son. But he
points out that it is possible to be superstitious

in one's reverence for the «et',er of the Bible,

and that such superstition leads directly to

heresy. He explains the reticence of the New
Testament on this point by shewing (in this

Oration, cc. 26, 27) l^ow God's Self-Revela-

tion to man has always Deen a gradual one ; how
the Old Testament revealed the Father clearly,

with obscure hints about the Son ; and the

New Testament manifested the Son, but only
hinted at the Godhead of the Spirit ; but now,
he says, the Spirit dwells among us, and allows

us to recognize Him more clearly. For it

would not have been advisable, as long as the

Godhead of the Father was not acknowledged,
to proclaim that of the Son ; and while the

Deity of the Son was not yet accepted, to add
another burden in that of the Holy Spirit.

Recognizing thus a Divine economy in the

Self-Revelations of God, he was not averse to

using a similar caution in his own dealings

with weak or ill-instructed minds." But yet

when real necessity arose, he could speak out

with perfect plainness on this subject ; and he
even incurred danger to life and limb from the

violence of the opposing party. He met their

opposition by the clearest statements of the

Catholic Dogma. " Is the Spirit God? " he
asks. " Yes. " '< But is He consubstantial ?

'

'

''Yes, if He is God." (Orat. xxxi. 10.)
He appeals both to the Bible, and to the ex-

perience of the Christian life. If the Spirit is

not to be adored, how can He deify me in

Baptism? From the Spirit comes our new
Birth ; from the new Birth our new Life ; and

o In his Fifty-third Epistle, addressed to S. B.-»sil, there is an
amiisinp; instance of his defence of this tolerant disposition, whicli
S. Uasil also displayed in dealing with minds of this class.

from the new Life our knowledge of the Dig-
nity of Him from Whom it is derived (Ibid,

c. 29). He is, however, milder in his treat-

ment of these heretics than of the strict Arians,

both, as he says, because they approached more
nearly to the Orthodox belief on the subject

of the Son, and because their conspicuous

piety of life shewed that their error was not

altogether wilful. In this Oration he shews
that though the Name of God may not actu-

ally be given in the New Testament to the

Holy Ghost, yet all the attributes of God are

ascribed to Him, and that therefore the use of

the Name is a matter of legitimate inference.

He carries on the argument in the Oration on
Pentecost (No. XLI. See the Introduction to

that Oration in the present Volume).
With regard to the doctrine of the Proces-

sion, Gregory gives us no clear information.

He is silent as to the Procession from the Son.

It is enough for him that the Spirit is not Be-

gotten but Proceeding (in SS. Lumina, c. 12),

and that Procession is His distinctive Prop-

erty, which involves at once His Personality

and His Essential Deity.

At length in 381 the work of local Synods
and episcopal conferences was completed and
clinched by the Ruling of a Second Ecumeni-
cal Council. It is true that the Council which
Theodosius summoned to meet at Constanti-

nople could scarcely have regarded itself as

possessing Ecumenical authority ; whilst in the

West it certainly was not regarded in this light

before the Sixth Century. Nevertheless the

honours ofEcumenicity were ultimately award-

ed to it by the whole Church, because it com-
pletes the series of Great Councils by which
the Doctrine of the Deity of the Holy Spirit

was affirmed ; and in fact it expressed the final

judgment of the Catholic Church upon the

Macedonian controversy. Its first Canon
anathematises the Semiarians or Pneumato-
machi by name as well as the Eunomians or

Anomoean Arians (cf. Diet. Biog. Art. Greg-

ory of Nazianzus, by Dr. H. B. Swete).

XXVII. THE FIRST THEOLOGICAL
ORATION.

A Preliminary Discourse against the
Eunomians.

I. I am to speak against persons who j^ride

themselves on their eloquence ; so, to begin

with a text of Scripture, "Behold, I am
against thee, O thou proud one," » not only in

a Jcr. 1. 31.
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thy system of teaching, but also in thy hear-

ing, and in thy tone of mind. For there arc

certain persons who have not only their ears"

and their tongues, but even, as I now perceive,

their hands too, itching for our words ; who
deliglit in profane babblings, and opi)ositions

of science falsely so called,^ and strifes about

words, which tend to no profit ; for so Paul,

the Preacher and Establisher of the ""Word
cut short," >" the disciple and teacher of the

Fishermen,* calls all that is excessive or super-

fluous in discourse. But as to those to whom
we refer, would that they, whose tongue is so

voluble and clever in applying itself to noble

and approved language, would likewise pay
some attention to actions. For then perhai»

in a little while they would become less

sophistical, and less absurd and strange acro-

bats of words, if I may use a ridiculous expres-

sion about a ridiculous subject.

II. But since they neglect every path of

righteousness, and look only to this one point,

namely, which of the propositions submitted

to them they shall bind or loose, (like those

persons who in the theatres perform wrestling

matches in public, but not that kind of wrest-

ling in which the victory is won according to

the rules of the sport, but a kind to deceive

the eyes of those who are ignorant in such

matters, and to catch applause), and every

marketplace must buzz with their talking;

and every dinner party be worried to death

with silly talk and boredom ; and every fes-

tival be made unfestive and full of dejection,

and every occasion of mourning be consoled

by a greater calamity *—their questions—and
all the women's apartments accustomed to

simplicity be thrown into confusion and be
robbed of its flower of modesty by the torrent

of their words . . . since, I say this is

so, the evil is intolerable and not to be borne,

and our Great Mystery is in danger of being
made a thing of little moment. Well then,

let these spies ^ bear with us, moved as we are

with fatherly compassion, and as holy Jere-

miah says, torn in our hearts ; '' let them bear

with us so far as not to give a savage reception

to our discourse upon this subject ; and let

them, if indeed they can, restrain their

tongues for a short while and lend us their

ears. However that may be, you shall at any
rate suffer no loss. For either we shall have

a Tim. iv. 3. /3 lb. ii. 16. y Rom. ix. 28.

8 S. Paul is called a disciple 0/ the /isfterinen, as having been
in some sense their follower (though in fact he was never a literal

disciple of any of them); and their teacher as having taught such
Successors of the Apostles as .SS. Timothy .ind Titus.

c i.e. be thrown into the shade by something more serious which
caused them by comparison to be scarcely felt any longer.

^ Ka.Ta.(jKtyrto\. quasi i^tv5<jri'<r»:offoi. i\ Jer. iv, 19.
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spoken in the ears of them that will hear," and
our words will bear some fruit, namely an
advantage to you (since the Sower soweth the

Word^ upon every kind of mind; and the

good and fertile bears fruit), or else you will

dei)art despising this discourse of ours as you
have despised others, and having drawn from
it further material for gainsaying and railing at

us, upon which to feast yourselves yet more.

And you must not be astonished if I speak

a language which is strange to you and con-

trary to your custom, who profess to know
everything and to teach everything in a too

impetuous and generous manner . . . not

to pain you by saying ignorant and rash.

III. Not to every one, my friends, does it

belong to philosophize about God ; not to

every one ; the Subject is not so cheap and
low; and I will add, not before every audi-

ence, nor at all times, nor on all points ; but

on certain occasions, and before certain per-

sons, and within certain limits.

Not to all men, because it is permitted only

to those who have been examined, and are

passed masters in meditation, and who have

been previously purified in soul and body, or

at the very least are being purified. For the

impure to touch the pure is, we may safely

say, not safe, just as it is unsafe to fix weak
eyes upon the sun's rays. And what is the

permitted occasion? It is when we arc free

from all external defilement or disturbance,

and when that which rules within us is not

confused with vexatious or erring images ; like

persons mixing up good writing with bad, or

filth with the sweet odours of unguents. For
it is necessary to be truly at. leisure to know
God ; and when we can get a convenient

season, to discern the straight road of the

things divine. And who are the permitted

persons? They to whom the subject is of

real concern, and not they who make it a

matter of pleasant gossip, like any other thing,

after the races, or the theatre, or a concert,

or a dinner, or still lower employments. To
such men as these, idle jests and pretty con-

tradictions about these subjects are a part of

their amusement.
IV. Next, on what subjects and to what ex-

tent may we philosophize ? On matters within

our reach, and to such an extent as the mental

power and grasp of our audience may extend.

No further, lest, as excessively loud sounds

injure the hearing, or excess of food the body,

or, if you will, as excessive burdens beyond

a Ecclus. XXV. 9.

P .S. Mark iv. 3 and 14. "lie that soweth the Word soweth

upon," etc. So liillius and the Uenedictincs, but the rendering in

the text seems preferable.
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the strength injure those who bear them, or

excessive rains the earth ; so these too, being

pressed down and overweighted by the stiff-

ness, if I may use the expression, of the argu-

ments should suffer loss even in respect of the

strength they originally possessed."-

V. Now, I am not saying that it is not need-

ful to remember God at all times ; . . . I

must not be misunderstood, or I shall be having
these nimble and quick people down upon me
again. For we ought to think of God even

more often than we draw our breath ; and if

the expression is permissible, we ought to do
nothing else. Yea, I am one of those who
entirely approve that Word which bids us

meditate day and night, ^ and tell at eventide

and morning and noon day,^ and praise the

Lord at every time ;
* or, to use Moses' words,

whether a man lie down, or rise up, or walk

by the way, or whatever else he be doing *

—

and by this recollection we are to be moulded
to purity. So that it is not the continual re-

membrance of God that I would hinder, but
only the talking about God ; nor even that as

in itself wrong, but only when unseasonable
;

nor all teaching, but only want of moderation.

As of even honey repletion and satiety, though
it be of honey, produce vomiting ; ^ and, as

Solomon says and I think, there is a time for

every thing, '' and that which is good ceases to

be good if it be not done in a good way
;

just

as a flower is quite out of season in winter,

and just as a man's dress does not become a

woman, nor a woman's a man ; and as geo-

metry is out of place in mourning, or tears at

a carousal ; shall we in this instance alone

disregard the proper time, in a matter in

which most of all due season should be
respected ? Surely not, my friends and breth-

ren (for I will still call you Brethren, though
you do not behave like brothers). Let us not
think so nor yet, like hot tempered and hard
mouthed horses, throwing off our rider Rea-
son, and casting away Reverence, that keeps

us within due limits, run far away from the

turning point,^ but let us philosophize within
our proper bounds, and not be carried away

a i.e. Shoiiid not only fail to be strengthened thereby, but be
actually weakened, through their inability to understand the argu-
niL-nt. A bad defence weakens a good cause.

/3 Ps. i. 2. V Ps. Iv. 17. 6 Ps. xxxiv. i.

€ Dcut. vi. 7. f Prov. xxv. 16, ij Eccles. iii, i.

6 The course of the chariot races in the Greek Games was round
the Hippodrome a certain number of times. To facilitate tliis

arrangement, a party wall was built down the middle, and at cither
end of it certain posts were set up called vv(r<rax, or in Latin Mettp,
round which the cars were to turn. The object of the charioteers
was to turn round these as close as possible, to save distance ; and
to do this well it was necessary to have the horses under perfect
control, as well as perfectly trained, to make the semicircle at fiili

gallop almost on the axis of the car. The horses that got out of
hand and galloped wildly round a largo circle would almost cer-
taii\ly lose distance enough to lose the race, while the driver would
be laughed at for his unskilfulness.

into Egypt, nor be swept down into Assyria,"

nor sing the Lord's song in a strange land, by
which I mean before any kind of audience,

strangers or kindred, hostile or friendly,

kindly or the reverse, who watch what we do
with over great care, and would like the spark

of what is wrong in us to become a flame,

and secretly kindle and fan it and raise it to

heaven with their breath and make it higher

than the Babylonian flame which burnt up
every thing around it. For since their

strength lies not in their own dogmas, they

hunt for it in our weak points. And there-

fore they apply themselves to our—shall I

say " misfortunes " or *' failings " ?—like flies

to wounds. But let us at least be no longer

ignorant of ourselves, or pay too little atten-

tion to the due order in these matters. And
if it be impossible to put an end to the exist-

ing hostility, let us at least agree upon this,

that we will utter Mysteries under our breath,

and holy things in a holy manner, and we
will not cast to ears profane that which may
not be uttered, nor give evidence that we pos-

sess less gravity than those who worship

demons, and serve shameful fables and deeds
;

for they would sooner give their blood to the

uninitiated than certain words. But let us

recognize that as in dress and diet and laugh-

ter and demeanour there is a certain decorum,
so there is also in speech and silence ; since

among so many titles and jiowers of God, we
pay the highest honour to The Word. Let
even our disputings then be kept within

bounds.

VL Why should a man who is a hostile

listener to such words be allowed to hear about

the Generation of God, or his creation, or how
God was made out of things which had no
existence, or of section and analysis and
division ? ^ Why do we make our accusers

judges? Why do we put swords into the

hands of our enemies ?

with what temper,or

How, thinkest thou,

will the arguments

about such subjects be received by one who
approves of adulteries, and corruption of

children, and who worships the passions and
cannot conceive of aught higher than the

body . . . who till very lately set up
gods for himself, and gods too who were noted

for the vilest deeds? Will it not first be
from a material standpoint, shamefully and
ignorantly, and in the sense to which he has

been accustomed? Will he not make thy

Theology a defence for his own gods and pas-

a Dan. iii. iz,

^ The allusion is to the Ariau and Eunomian habit of gossiping
about the most sacred subjects in every sort of pl.ace or company
or time, in order to promote their heresy.
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sions ? For if we ourselves wantonly misuse

these words," it will be a long time before we
shall persuade them to accept our philosophy.

And if they are in their own i)ersons inventors

of evil things, how should they refrain from

grasping at such things when offered to them ?

Such results come to us from mutual contest.

Such results follow to those who fight for the

Word beyond what the Word approves ; they

are behaving like mad peo])le, who set their

own house on fire, or tear their own children,

or disavow their own parents, taking them
for strangers.

VII, But when we have put away from the

conversation those who are strangers to it, and
sent the great legion ^ on its way to the abyss

into the herd of swine, the next thing is to

look to ourselves, and polish our theological

self to beauty like a statue. The first point to

be considered is—What is this great rivalry

of speech and endless talking? What is this

new disease of insatiability ? Why have we
tied our hands and armed our tongues? We
do not praise either hospitality, or brotherly

love, or conjugal affection, or virginity ; nor
do we admire liberality to the poor, or the

chanting of Psalms, or nightlong vigils, v or

tears. We do not keep under the body by
fasting, or go forth to God by prayer ; nor

do we subject the worse to the better—I mean
the dust to the spirit—as they would do who
form a just judgment of our composite nature

;

we do not make our life a preparation for

death ; nor do we make ourselves masters of
our passions, mindful ofour heavenly nobility

;

nor tame our anger when it swells and rages,

nor our pride that bringeth to a fall, nor un-
reasonable grief, nor unchastened pleasure,

nor meretricious laughter, nor undisciplined

eyes, nor insatiable ears, nor excessive talk,

nor absurd thoughts, nor aught of the occa-

sions which the Evil One gets against us from
sources within ourselves ; bringing upon us the

death that comes through the windows,* as

Holy Scripture saith ; that is, through the

senses. Nay we do the very opposite, and
have given liberty to the i)assions of others, as

kings give releases from service in honour of a

victory, only on condition that they incline to

our side, and make their assault upon God
more boldly, or more impiously. And we give

a Such expressions as riencratioii and the like would certainly
be understood in a materi.il sense by the heathen ; and so would
place an unnecessary stumbling-block in the way of their conver-
sion.

^ Luke viii. 31.

V S. John Chrj'sostom, consecrated Archbishop of Const.in-
tinople in 397, incurred much unpopularity among his clergy by
insisting on the revival of the Night Hours of prayer.

8 Jer, ix. *i.

them an evil reward for a thing which is not

good, license of tongue for their impiety.

VIII. And yet, () talkative Dialectician, I

will ask thee one small question," and answer
thou me, as He saith to Job, Who through
whirlwind and cloud giveth Divine admoni-
tions.^ Are there many mansions in God's
House, as thou ha.st heard, or only one? Of
course you will admit that there are many, and
not only one. Now, are they all to be filled,

or only some, and others not ; so that some will

be left empty, and will have been prepared to

no i)uri)ose? Ofcour.se all will be filled, for

nothing can be in vain which has been done
by God. And can you tell me what you will

consider this Mansion to be? Is it the rest

and glory which is in store There for the

Blessed, or something else?—No, not any-

thing else. Since then we are agreed upon
this point, let us further examine another also.

Is there any thing that procures these Man-
sions, as I think there is ; or is there nothing?

—Certainly there is—What is it ? Is it not

that there are various modes of conduct,

and various purposes, one leading one way,
another another way, according to the propor-

tion of faith, and these we call Ways ? Must
we, then, travel all, or some of these Ways

the same individual along them all,

if that be possible ; or, if not, along as

many as may be ; or else along some of them ?

And even if this may not be, it would still be

a great thing, at least as it appears to me, to

travel excellently along even one.—"You are

right in your conception."—What then when
you hear there is l3ut One way, and that a

narrow one,Y does the word seem to you to

shew ? That there is but one on account of

its excellence. For it is but one, even though
it be split into many parts. And narrow be-

cause of its difficulties, and because it is

trodden by few in comparison with the multi-

tude of the adversaries, and of those who
travel along the road of wickedness. " So I

think too." Well, then, my good friend, since

this is so, why do you, as though condemning
our doctrine for a certain poverty, rush head-

long down that one which leads through what
you call arguments and speculations, but I

frivolities and quackeries? Let Paul reprove

you with those bitter reproaches, in which,

after his list of the Gifts of Grace, he says,

Are all Apostles? Are all Prophets? etc.*

IX. But, be it so. Lofty thou art, even be-

yond the lofty, even above the clouds, if thou

wilt, a .spectator of things invisi1)le, a hearer

a Job xxxviii. 3.

•y Matt. vii. 14.

P Job xxxviii. i.

8 I Cor. xii. 39,

X 2
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of things unspeakable ; one who hast ascended

after Elias, and who after Moses hast been

deemed worthy of the Vision of God, and

after Paul hast been taken up into heaven

;

why dost thou mould the rest of thy fellows in

one day into Saints, and ordain them Theo-

logians, and as it were breathe into them
instruction, and make them many councils of

ignorant oracles? Why dost thou entangle

those who are weaker in thy spider's web, as

if it were something great and wise ? Why
dost thou stir up wasps' nests against the

Faith? Why dost thou suddenly spring a

flood of dialectics upon us, as the fables of old

did the Giants ? Why hast thou collected all

that is frivolous and unmanly among men,

like a rabble, into one torrent, and having

made them more effeminate by flattery,

fashioned a new workshop, cleverly making a

harvest for thyself out of their want of under-

standing? Dost thou deny that this is so,

and are the other matters of no account to

thee ? Must thy tongue rule at any cost, and
canst thou not restrain the birthpang of thy

speech? Thou mayest find many other

honourable subjects for discussion. To these
' turn this disease of thine with some advantage.

Attack the silence of Pythagoras," and the

Orphic beans, and the novel brag about " The
Master said." Attack the ideas of Plato,

^

and the transmigrations and courses of our

souls, and the reminiscences, and the unlovely

loves of the soul for lovely bodies. Attack

the atheism of Epicurus,v and his atoms, and
his unphilosophic pleasure; or Aristotle's

petty Providence, and his* artificial system,

and his discourses about the mortality of the

soul, and the humanitarianism of his doctrine.

Attack the superciliousness of the Stoa,* or

the greed and vulgarity of the Cynic*
Attack the "Void and Full" (what non-

a The disciples of Pythagoras were made to keep silence ab-
solutely for five years as a qualification for initiation into the
mysteries of his order. Further, they were bidden to abstain
from eating beans, as these were said to be one receptacle of
human souls in the course of their peregrinations ; and when
asked for proof of their peculiar doctnnes, contented themselves
with the reply, " aiirb? e9a " " t/te master said so."

j8 Plato taught that all things that exist are copies of certain
objective archetypal Forms, emanations from the Mind of God,
which God copied in creation. He also taught a doctrine of trans-
migration of souls.

y Epicurus, an Athenian philosopher, of a materialistic type,
taught that God had no existence, and that the world was made
by a fortuitous concourse of innumerable atoms of matter, which
are self-existent ; and he placed the highest good in pleasure,
which he defined as the absence of pain.

6 The .Stoa, a school of philosophers opposed to the Epicu-
reans, took their name from a certain Colonnade at Athens, in
which Zeno, their founder, used to teach. Their highest good
consisted in the complete subdual of all feeling : and so they were
not unnaturally characterized by a haughty aflectation of indiffer-
ence.

€ The Cynics, so called from their snarling way, were a school
founded by Antisthenes. They professed to despise everything
human.

sense), and all the details about the gods

and the sacrifices and the idols and demons,
whether beneficent or malignant, and all the

tricks that people play with divination, evok-

ing of gods, or of souls, and the power of the

stars. And if these things seem to thee un-

worthy of discussion as petty and already

often confuted, and thou wilt keep to thy line,

and seek the satisfaction of thy ambition in

it ; then here too I will provide thee with

broad paths. Philosophize about the world

or worlds ; about matter ; about soul ; about

natures endowed with reason, good or bad
;

about resurrection, about judgment, about
reward, or the Sufferings of Christ. For in

these subjects to hit the mark is not useless,

and to miss it is not dangerous. But with

God we shall have converse, in this life only in

a small degree ; but a little later, it may be,

more perfectly, in the Same, our Lord Jesus

Christ, to Whom be glory for ever. Amen.

ORATION XXVIII.

The Second Theological Oration.

I. In the former Discourse we laid down
clearly with respect to the Theologian, both
what sort of character he ought to bear, and on
what kind of subject he may philosophize, and
when, and to what extent. We saw that he
ought to be, as far as may be, pure, in order that

light may be apprehended by light ; and that

he ought to consort with serious men, in order

that his word be not fruitless through falling

on an unfruitful soil ; and that the suitable

season is when we have a calm within from
the whirl of outward things ; so as not like

madmen " to lose our breath ; and that the ex-

tent to which we may go is that to which
Ave have ourselves advanced, or to which we
are advancing. Since then these things are

so, and we have broken up for ourselves the

fallows of Divinity,P so as not to sow upon
thorns, V and have made plain the face of the

ground,* being moulded and moulding others

by Holy Scripture ... let us now enter

upon Theological questions, setting at the head
thereof the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost, of Whom we are to treat ; that the

Father may be well pleased, and the Son may
help us, and the Holy Ghost may inspire us

;

or rather that one illumination may come
upon us from the One God, One in diversity,

diverse in Unity, wherein is a marvel.

a A marginal reading noted by the Benedictines gives *^st>d-

birif^" or "/anting," which is a better sense.

^ Jcrem. iv. 3. 7 Matt. xiii. 7. 8 Isa. xxviii. 25.
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II. Now when I go up eagerly into the

Mount"—or, to use a truer expression, when I

both eagerly long, and at the same time am
afraid (the one through my hope and the other

through my weakness) to enter within the

Cloud, and hold converse with God, for so

God commands ; if any be an Aaron, let him
go up with me, and let him stand near,

being ready, if it must be so, to remain out-

side the Cloud. But if any be a Nadad or an

Abihu, or of the Order of the Elders, let him
go up indeed, but let him stand afar off, ac-

cording to the value of his purification. But
if any be of the multitude, who are unworthy
of this height of contemplation, if he be al-

together impure let him not approach at all,^

for it would be dangerous to him ; but if he

be at least temporarily purified, let him re-

main below and listen to the Voice alone, and
the trumpet,> the bare words of piety, and
let him see the Mountain smoking and lighten-

ing, a terror at once and a marvel to those

who cannot get up. But if any is an evil

and savage beast, and altogether incapable of

taking in the subject matter of Contempla-
tion and Theology, let him not hurtfully and
malignantly lurk in his den among the woods,

to catch hold of some dogma or saying by a

sudden spring, and to tear sound doctrine to

pieces by his misrepresentations, but let him
stand yet afar off and withdraw from the

Mount, or he shall be stoned and crushed, and
shall perish miserably in his wickedness. For
to those who are like wild beasts true and
sound discourses are stones. If he be a leopard

let him die with his spots.* If a ravening and
roaring lion, seeking what he may devour^ of

our souls or of our words ; or a wild boar,

trampling under foot the precious and trans-

lucent pearls of the Truth ; ^ or an Arabian ''

and alien wolf, or one keener even than these

in tricks of argument ; or a fox, that is a

treacherous and faithless soul, changing its

shape according to circumstances or neces-

sities, feeding on dead or putrid bodies, or on
little vineyards ^ when the large ones have
escaped them ; or any other carnivorous beast,

rejected by the Law as unclean for food or

enjoyment ; our discourse must withdraw from
such and be engraved on solid tables of

stone, and that on both sides because the Law
is i)artly visible, and partly hidden ; the one
j)art belonging to the mass who remain below,

a Exod. xxiv. x. p lb. xix. 14. 7 lb. xLx. 16-18.

8 Jer. xiii. 23. € i Pet. v. 8. f Matt. vii. 6.

Tj Arahinn : So the LXX. renders the word which in A. V. Jer.
V. 6, is translated "o///ie eTeni)ij^,'' and in llie Viilg. " .t/ even-
ing." R. V. gives as an alternative, " of the deserts.''^

The LXX. in Cant. xi. 15, admits of this translation as well as
of that followed by A. V.

the other to the few who press upwai'd into

the Mount.
III. What is this that has happened to me,

O friends, and initiates, and fellow-lovers of the

truth ? I was running to lay hold on God,
and thus I went up into the Mount, and drew
aside the curtain of the Cloud, and entered

away from matter and material things, and as

far as I could I withdrew within myself. And
then when I looked up, I scarce saw the back
parts of God ; " although I was sheltered by
the Rock, the Word that was made flesh for

us. And when I looked a little closer, I saw,

not the First and unmingled Nature, known
to Itself—to the Trinity, I mean ; not That
which abideth within the first ^ veil, and is

hidden by the Cherubim ; but only that Nat-
ure, which at last even reaches to us. And
that is, as far as I can learn, the Majesty, or

as holy David calls it, the Glory v which is

manifested among the creatures, which It has

produced and governs. For these are the

Back Parts of God, which He leaves behind
Him, as tokens of Himself* like the shadows
and reflection of the sun in the water, which
shew the sun to our weak eyes, because we
cannot look at the sun himself, for by his un-

mixed light he is too strong for our power of

perception. In this way then shalt thou dis-

course of God ; even wert thou a Moses and
a god to Pharaoh ;

* even wert thou caught up
like Paul to the Third Heaven,^ and hadst

heard unspeakable words ; even wert thou
raised above them both, and exalted to Angelic
or Archangelic place and dignity. For though
a thing be all heavenly, or above heaven,

and far higher in nature and nearer to God
than we, yet it is farther distant from God,
and from the complete comprehension of His
Nature, than it is lifted above our complex
and lowly and earthward-sinking composition.

IV. Therefore we must begin again thus.

It is difficult to conceive God but to define
|

Him in words is an impossibility, as one of the
'

Greekteachersof Divinity "J taught, not unskil-

fully, as it appears to me ; with the intention

that he might be thought to have apprehended
Him ; in that he says it is a hard thing to do

;

and yet may escape being convicted of ignor-

ance because of the impossibility of giving

expression to the apprehension. But in my
opinion it is impossible to express Him, and

a Exod. xxxiii. 23.

^This veil of the Mercy Seat, spoken of in Exod. xxvi. 31,

signifies In Gregory's sense the denial of contemplation of that

Hiehest Nature. y I's. viii. i.

dThe Face of God signifies His Essence and Deity, which were
before all worlds : His back parts are Creation and Providence, by
which He reveals Himself.

c Exod. iv. 3. ii Cor. xii. 2, i} Plato, Tim., 28 Et
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yet more impossible to conceive Him. For

that which may be conceived may perhaps be

made clear by language, if not fairly well, at

any rate imperfectly, to any one who is not

quite deprived of his hearing, or slothful of

understanding. But to comprehend the whole

of so great a Subject as this is quite impossible

and impracticable, not merely to the utterly

careless and ignorant, but even to those who
are highly exalted, and who love God, and in

like manner to every created nature ; seeing

that the darkness of this world and the thick

covering of the flesh is an obstacle to the full

understanding of the truth. I do not know
whether it is the same with the higher natures

and purer Intelligences'* which because of their

nearness to God, and because they are illum-

ined with all His Light, may possibly see, if

not the whole, at any rate more perfectly and

distinctly than we do ; some perhaps more,

some less than others, in proportion to their

rank.

V. But enough has been said on this point.

As to what concerns us, it is not only the Peace

of God ^ which passeth all understanding and

knowledge, nor only the things which God
hath stored up in promise for the righteous,

which " eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor

mind conceived " v except in a very small de-

gree, nor the accurate knowledge of the Crea-

tion. For even of this I would have you

know that you have only a shadow when you

hear the words, '' I will consider the heavens,

the work of Thy fingers, the moon and the

stars," * and the settled order therein; not as

if he were considering them now, but as des-

tined to do so hereafter. But far before them

is That nature Which is above them, and out

of which they spring, the Incomprehensible

and Illimitable—not, I mean, as to the fact of

His being, but as to Its nature. For our

preaching is not empty, nor our Faith vain,*

nor is this the doctrine we proclaim ; for- we
would not have you take our candid statement

as a starting point for aquibbhng denial of

God, or of arrogance on account of our con-

fession of ignorance. For it is one thing to

be persuaded of the existence of a thing, and
quite another to know what it is.

VI. Now our very eyes and the Law of Nat-

a No one doubts, say the Benedictine Kditors, that the Angels
do sec God, and that men, too, will sec Him, ^.hnn they attain to

Ktcrnal liliss. S. Thomas (Siimma I. qu. xii. 4) argues that the

Angels have cognition of (Jod's Ksscnce not by nature but by
grace : b\it yet (\\>. qu. Ivi. 3) that they have by nature a certain
cognition of Him, as represented and as it were mirrored in

their own essence ; tliough not the actu.al vision of His Essence.
'J'hc Angel, he says again (lb. qu. Ixiv. i)has a higher cognition of

God than man has, on account of the perfection of his intellect;

and this cognition remains even in the fallen Angels.

p Phil. iv. 7. y Isa. Ixiv. 4 ; i Cor. ii, 9,

S Ps. viii. 3. « I Cor. XV. 19.

ure teach us that God exists and that He is the

Efficient and Maintaining Cause of all things :

our eyes, because they fall on visible objects,

and see them in beautiful stability and pro-

gress, immovably moving and revolving if I

may so say ; natural Law, because through

these visible things and their order, it reasons

back to their Author. For how could this Uni-

verse have come into being or been put to-

gether, unless God had called it into existence,

and held it together ? For every one who sees

a beautifully made lute, and considers the skill

with which it has been fitted together and ar-

ranged, or who hears its melody, would think

of none but the lutemaker, or the luteplayer,

and would recur to him in mind, though he

might not know him by sight. And thus to us

also is manifested That which made and moves
and preserves all created things, even though

He be not comprehended by the mind. And
very wanting in sense is he who will not will-

ingly go thus far in following natural proofs

;

but not even this which we have fancied or

formed, or which reason has sketched for us,

proves the existence of a God. But if any
one has got even to some extent a comprehen-
sion of this, how is God's Being to be demon-
strated ? Who ever reached this extremity of

wisdom ? Who was ever deemed worthy of

so great a gift ? Who has opened the mouth
of his mind and drawn in the Spirit," so as by
Him that searcheth all things, yea the deep

things of God,^ to take in God, and no
longer to need progress, since he already pos-

sesses the Extreme Object of desire, and That

to which all the social life and all the intelli-

gence of the best men press forward ?

VII. For what will you conceive the Deity

to be, if you rely upon all the approximations

of reason ? Or to what will reason carry you,

O most philosophic of men and best of Theolo-

gians, who boast of your familiarity with the

Unlimited? Is He a body? How then is

He the Infinite and Limitless, and formless,

and intangible, and invisible ? or are these

attributes of a body? What arrogance for

such is not the nature of a body ! Or will

you say that He has a body, but not these at-

tributes? O stupidity, that a Deity should

possess nothing more than we do. For how
is He an object of worship if He be circum-

scribed ? Or how shall He escape being made
of elements, and therefore subject to be re-

solved into them again, or even altogether dis-

solved? For every compound is a starting

point of strife, and strife of separation, and

aPs. cxi.\, 31. /3 I Cor. ii. to,
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separation of dissolution. But dissolution is

altogether foreign to God and to the First Nat-

ure. Therefore there can be no separation,

that there may be no dissolution, and no strife

that there may be no separation, and no com-

l)osition that there may be no strife. Thus

also there must be no body, that there may be

no composition, and so the argument is estab-

lished by going back from last to first,

VIII. And how shall we preserve the truth

that God pervades all things and fills all, as it

is written "Do not I fill heaven and earth?

saith the Lord,
'

'
" and '

' The Spirit of the Lord
filleth the world," ^ if God partly contains and
partly is contained ? For either He will

occupy an empty Universe, and so all things

will have vanished for us, with this result,

that we shall have insulted God by making
Him a body, and by robbing Him of all

things which He has made ; or else He will

be a body contained in other bodies, which is

impossible; or He will be enfolded in them,

or contrasted with them, as liquids are mixed,

and one divides and is divided by another ;

—

a view which is more absurd and anile than

even the atoms of Epicurus v and so this argu-

ment concerning the body will fall through,

and have no body and no solid basis at all.

But if we are to assert that He is immaterial (as

for example that Fifth Element which some ^

have imagined), and that He is carried round

in the circular movement ... let us assume

that He is immaterial, and that He is the Fifth

Element ; and, if they please, let Him be also

bodiless in accordance with the independent

drift and arrangement of their argument ; for

I will not at present differ with them on this

point ; in what respect then will He be one of

those things which are in movement and agi-

tation, to say nothing of the insult involved in

making the Creator subject to the same move-
ment as the creatures, and Him That carries

all (if they will allow even this) one with

those whom He carries. Again, what is tlie

force that moves your Fifth Element, and

what is it that moves all things, and what
moves that, and what is the force that moves
that ? And so on ad infinitum. And how can

He help being altogether contained in space

if He be subject to motion ? But if they as-

sert that He is something other than this Fifth

Element; suppose it is an angelic nature that

a Jer. xxiii. 24. ^ Wisd. i. 7. _

y Kpicurus taught that Matter is eternal, and consists ofan in-

definite number of Atoms or indivisible units, floating about in

space, and mutually attracting and repelling each other ; and
that all that exists is due to some chance mcetmg and coalition of
these atoms.

8 This is a speculation of Aristotle, who imacined a Fifth Ele-

ment, consisting of formless matter,

they attribute to Him, how will they shew

that Angels are corporeal, or what sort of

bodies they have ? And how far in that case

could God, to Whom the Angels minister, be

superior to the Angels? And if He is above

them, there is again brought in an irrational

swarm of bodies, and a depth of nonsense, that

has no possible basis to stand upon.

IX. And thus we see that God is not a body.

For no inspired teacher has yet asserted or

admitted such a notion, nor has the sentence

of our own Court allowed it. Nothing then

remains but to conceive of Him as incori)orcal.

But this term Incorporeal, though granted,

does not yet set before us—or contain within

itself His Essence, any more than Unbegot-

ten, or Unoriginate, or Unchanging, or Incor-

ruptible, or any other i:iredicate which is used

concerning God or in reference to Him. For

what effect is produced upon His Being or

Substance "by His having no beginning, and

being incapable of change or limitation ? Nay,

the whole question of His Being is still left

for the further consideration and exposition of

him who truly has the mind of God and is

advanced in contemplation. For just as to say
" It is a body," or ''It was begotten," is not

sufficient to present clearly to the mind the

various objects of which these predicates are

used, but you must also express the subject of

which you use them, if you would present the

object of your thought clearly and adequately

(for every one of these predicates, corporeal,

begotten, mortal, may be used of a man, or a

cow, or a horse). Just so he who is eagerly

pursuing the nature of the Self-existent will

not stop at saying what He is not, but must

go on beyond what He is not, and say what

He is ; inasmuch as it is easier to take in some
single point than to go on disowning point

after point in endless detail, in order, both by

the elimination of negatives and the assertion

of positives to arrive at a comprehension of

this subject.

But a man who states what God is not with-

out going on to say what He is, acts much in

the same way as one would who when asked

how many twice five make, should answer,

" Not two, nor three, nor four, nor five, nor

twenty, nor thirty, nor in short any number
below ten, nor any multiple of ten;" but

would not answer " ten," nor settle the mind
of his questioner upon the firm ground of the

answer. For it is much easier, and more con-

cise to shew what a thing is not from what it

o Pctavius (Do Trin. IV. ii. 7) notes that u»rd<7To(rt« seems used

here of the Essence and Nature common to the Three Persons of

the Blessed Trinity,
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is, than to demonstrate what it is by stripping

itofwhatitis not. And this surely is evi-

dent to every one.

X. Now since we have ascertained that God
is incorporeal, let us proceed a little further

with our examination. Is He Nowhere or

Somewhere. For if He is Nowhere,* then some
person of a very inquiring turn of mind might
ask. How is it then that He can even exist ?

For if the non-existent is nowhere, then that

which is nowhere is also perhaps non-existent.

But if He is Somewhere, He must be either

in the Universe, or above the Universe.

And if He is /// the Universe, then He must

be either in some part or in the whole. If in

some part, then He will be circumscribed by
that part which is less than Himself; but if

everywhere, then by one which is further and
greater—I mean the Universal, which con-

tains the Particular ; if the Universe is to be
contained by the Universe, and no place is to

be free from circumscription. This follows if

He is contained in the Universe. And be-

sides, where was He before the Universe was
created, for this is a point of no little diffi-

culty. But if He is above the Universe, is

there nothing to distinguish this from the

Universe, and where is this above situated ?

And how could this Transcendence and that

which is transcended be distinguished in

thought, if there is not a limit to divide and
define them ? Is it not necessary that there

shall be some mean to mark off the Universe
from that which is above the Universe ? And
what could this be but Place, which we have
already rejected ? For I have not yet brought
forward the point that God would be alto-

gether circumscript, if He were even compre-
hensible, in thought : for comprehension is

one form of circumscrii:)tion.

XL Now, why have I gone into all this, per-

haps too minutely for most people to listen to,

and in accordance with the present manner of

discourse, which despises noble simplicity, and
has introduced a crooked and intricate ^ style ?

That the tree may be known by its fruits ; y I

mean, that the darkness which is at work in

such teaching may be known by the obscu-

rity of the arguments. For my purpose in do-

ing so was, not to get credit for myself for

astonishing utterances, or excessive wisdom,
through tying knots and solving difficulties

a Nowhere is in this passage used in an ambiguous sense. As
asserted of God, it means that His Heing is in no way limited by
place ; not that He has no existence in place, for He is everywhere,
and He transcends all place, liefore the creation of the Universe
He existed, and He created Place, which therefore cannot be the
seat of His Being.

V. 1. Affected. The allusion is especially to the ostentatious
dialectics and tedious arguments of Aetius and his followers, Eu-
pomius and others. y Luke vi. 44.

(this was the great miraculous gift of Daniel),'^

but to make clear the point at which my argu-

ment has aimed from the first. And what
was this ? That the Divine Nature cannot be

apprehended by human reason, and that we
cannot even represent to ourselves all its great-

ness. And this not out of envy, for envy is

far from the Divine Nature, which is passion-

less, and only good and Lord of all ; ^ espe-

cially envy of that which is the most honoura-

ble V of all His creatures. For what does

the Word prefer to the rational and speaking

creatures ? Why, even their very existence is

a proof of His supreme goodness. Nor yet is

this incomprehensibility for the sake of His
own glory and honour. Who is full,* as if His
possession of His glory and majesty depended
upon the imjDOssibility of approaching Him.
For it is utterly sophistical and foreign to the

character, I will not say of God, but of any
moderately good man, who has any right

ideas about himself, to seek his own suprem-

acy by throwing a hindrance in the way of

another,

XII. But whether there be other causes for

it also, let them see who are nearer God, and
are eyewitnesses and spectators of His unsearch-

able judgments ;
* if there are any who are so

eminent in virtue, and who walk in the paths

of the Infinite, as the saying is. As far, how-
ever, as we have attained, who measure with
our little measure things hard to be under-

stood, perhaps one reason is to prevent us from
too readily throwing away the possession be-

cause it was so easily come by. For people

cling tightly to that which they acquire with
labour ; but that which they acquire easily

they quickly throw away, because it can be
easily recovered. And so it is turned into a

blessing, at least to all men who are sensible,

that this blessing is not too easy. Or perhaps

it is in order that we may not share the fate

of Lucifer, who fell, and in consequence of

receiving the full light make our necks stiff

against the Lord Almighty, and suffer a fall,

of all things most pitiable, from the height we
had attained. Or perhaps it may be to give a

greater reward hereafter for their labour and
glorious life to those who have here been puri-

fied, and have exercised long patience in re-

spect of that which they desired.

Therefore this darkness of the body has been

placed between us and God, like the cloud of

old between the Egyptians and the Hebrews ;
f

and this is perhaps what is meant by " He

a cf Dan. v. 12. /5 Plato, Tim., 10.

y V. 1. Most Akin to Himself. Combefis.
£Isa. i. II. c Rom. xi, 33. ^ Exod, xiv. 30.
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made darkness His secret place," » namely our

dulness, through which few can see even a

little. But as to this point, let those discuss

it whose business it is ; and let them ascend

^as far as possible in the examination. To us

who are (as Jeremiah saith), " prisoners of the

earth," ^ and covered with the denseness of

carnal nature, this at all events is known, that

as it is impossible for a man to step over his

own shadow, however fast he may move (for

the shadow will always move on as fast as it is

being overtaken) or, as it is impossible for the

eye to draw near to visible objects apart from

the intervening air and light, or for a fish to

glide about outside of the waters ; so it is

quite impracticable for those who are in the

body to be conversant with objects of pure

thought apart altogether from bodily objects.

For something in our own environment is

ever creeping in, even when the mind has

most fully detached itself from the visible,

and collected itself, and is attempting to apply

itself to those invisible things w-hich are akin

to itself.

XIII. This will be made clear to you as fol-

lows :—Are not Spirit, and Fire, and Light,

Love, and Wisdom, and Righteousness, and
Mind and Reason, and the like, the names of

the First Nature? What then? Can you
conceive of Spirit apart from motion and diffu-

sion ; or of Fire without its fuel and its up-

ward motion, and its proper colour and form ?

Or of Light unmingled with air, and loosed

from that which is as it were its father and
source ? And how do you conceive of a

mind ? Is it not that which is inherent in some
person not itself, and are not its movements
thoughts, silent or uttered-? And Reason

what else can you think it than that

which is either silent within ourselves, or else

outpoured (for I shrink from saying loosed) ?

And if you conceive of Wisdom, what is it

but the habit of mind which you know as such,

and which is concerned with contemplations
either divine or human ? And Justice and
Love, are they not praiseworthy dispositions,

the one opposed to injustice, the other to hate,

and at one time intensifying themselves, at

another relaxed, now taking possession of us,

now leaving us alone, and in a word, making
us what we are, and changing us as colours do
bodies ? Or are we rather to leave all these

things, and to look at the Deity absolutely, as

best we can, collecting a fragmentary percep-
tion of It from Its images ? What then is this

subtile thing, which is of these, and yet is not

a Ps. xviii, II, P Lam. iii. 34.

these, or how can that Unity which is in its

Nature uncomposite and incomparable, still be

all of these, and each one of them perfectly?

Thus our mind faints to transcend corporeal

things, and to consort with the Incorporeal,

stripped of all clothing of corporeal ideas, as

long as it has to look with its inherent weak-

ness at things above its strength. For every

rational nature longs for God and for the First

Cause, but is unable to grasp Him, for the

reasons I have mentioned. Faint therefore

with the desire, and as it were restive and
impatient of the disability, it tries a second

course, either to look at visible things, and
out of some of them to make a god .

(a poor contrivance, for in wjiat respect and to

what extent can that which is seen be higher

and more godlike than that which sees, that

this should worship that ?) or else through the

beauty and order of visible things to attain to

that which is above sight ; but not to suffer

the loss of God through the magnificence of

visible things.

XIV. From this cause some have made a god
of the Sun, others of the Moon, others of the

host of Stars, others of heaven itself with all its

hosts, to which they have attributed the guid-

ing of the Universe, according to the quality

or quantity of their movement. Others again

of the Elements, earth, air, water, fire, be-

cause of their useful nature, since without

them human life cannot possibly exist. Others

again have -worshipped any chance visible ob-

jects, setting up the most beautiful of what
they saw as their gods. And there are those

who worship pictures and images, at first in-

deed of their own ancestors—at least, this is

the case with the more affectionate and sen-

sual—and honour the departed wath memo-
rials; and afterwards even those of strangers

are worshipped by men of a later genera-

tion separated from them by a long interval

;

through ignorance of the First Nature, and
following the traditional honour as lawful and
necessary ; for usage when confirmed by time

was held to be Law. And I think that some
who were courtiers of arbitrary power and
extolled bodily strength and admired beauty,

made a god in time out of him whom they

honoured, perhaps getting hold of some fable

to help on their imposture.

XV. And those of them who were most sub-

ject to passion deified their passions, or hon-

I

oured them among their gods ; Anger and
Blood-thirstiness, Lust and Drunkenness, and

every similar wickedness ; and made out of this

an ignoble and unjust excuse for their own sins.

And some they left on earth, and some they
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hid beneath the earth (this being the only

sign of wisdom about them), and some they

raised to heaven." O ridiculous distribution

of inheritance ! Then they gave to each of

these concepts the name of some god or de-

mon, by the authority and private judgment of

their error, and set up statues whose costliness

is a snare, and thought to honour them with

blood and the steam of sacrifices, and some-

times even by most shameful actions, frenzies

and manslaughter. For such honours were the

fitting due of such gods. And before now
men have insulted themselves by worshipping

monsters, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping

things,^ and of the very vilest and most absurd,

and have made an offering to them of the

glory of God ; so that it is not easy to decide

whether we ought most to despise the worship-

pers or the objects of their worship. Prob-

ably the worshippers are far the most con-

temptible, for though they are of a rational

nature, and have received grace from God,
they have set up the worse as the better. And
this was the trick of the Evil One, who abused

good to an evil purpose, as in most of his evil

deeds. For he laid hold of their desire in its

wandering in search of God, in order to dis-

tort to himself Y the power, and steal the de-

sire, leading it by the hand, like a blind man
asking a road ; and he hurled down and scat-

tered some in one direction and some in an-

other, into one pit of death and destruction.

XVI. This was their course. But reason re-

ceiving us in our desire for God, and in our

sense of the impossibility of being without a

leader and guide, and then making us apply

ourselves to things visible and meeting with the

things which have been since the beginning,

doth not stay its course even here. For it

was not the part of Wisdom to grant the sov-

ereignty to things which are, as observation

tells us, of equal rank. By these then it leads

to that which is above these, and by which
being is given to these. For what is it which
ordered things in heaven and things in earth,

and those which pass through air, and those

which live in water ; or rather the things

which were before the.se, heaven and earth,

air and water? Who mingled these, and who
distributed them? What is it that each has

in common with the other, and their mutual

dei)endence and agreement? For I commend
the man, though lie was a heathen, who said,

o Referring to the mythical partition of the ITniverse, which
gave heaven to Zeus, the sea to Poseidon, and the infernal regions

to Aidoncus. p Rom. i. 23.

y It was a very general belief in the early Cluirch that [he gnds
whom the heathen worshipped were iu reality .actu.al evil spirits ;

and tliis belief is certainly supported by S. Paul's argument about
tiii)>\6$VToy iu 1 Cor, x, 19-31,

What gave movement to these, and drives

their ceaseless and unhindered motion? Is it

not the Artificer of them Who implanted

reason in them all, in accordance with which
the Universe is moved and controlled ? Is it

not He who made them and brought them
into being ? For we cannot attribute such a

power to the Accidental. For, suppose that

its existence is accidental, to what will you
let us ascribe its order ? And if you like we
will grant you this : to what then will you
ascribe its preservation and j^rotection in ac-

cordance with the terms of its first creation.

Do these belong to the Accidental, or to some-
thing else? Surely not to the Accidental.

And what can this Something Else be but

God ? Thus reason that proceeds from God,
that is imi^lanted in all from the beginning

and is the first law in us, and is bound up in

all, leads us up to God through visible things.

Let us begin again, and reason this out.

XVII. What God is in nature and essence, i

no man ever yet has discovered or can discover.

Whether it will ever be discovered is a ques-

tion which he who will may examine and de-

cide. In my opinion it will be discovered

when that within us which is godlike and
divine, I mean our mind and reason, shall

have mingled with its Like, and the image
shall have ascended to the Archetype, of which
it has now the desire. And this I think is

the solution of that vexed problem as to " We
shall know even as we are known." " But in

our present life all that comes to us is but a

little effluence, and as it were a small efful-

gence from a great Light. So that if anyone
has known God, or has had the testimony of

Scripture to his knowledge of God, we are to

understand such an one to have possessed a

degree of knowledge which gave him the ap-

pearance of being more fully enlightened than

another who did not enjoy the same degree of

illumination ; and this relative superiority is

spoken of as if it were absolute knowledge,

not because it is really such, but by compari-

son with the power of that other.

XVIII. Thus Enos " hoped to call upon the

Name of the Lord."'^ Hope was that for

which he is commended ; and that, not that

he should hioio God, but that he should ca//

upon him. And Enoch was translated, v but it

is not yet clear whether it was because he al-

ready comprehended the Di\ine Nature, or in

order that he might comprehend it. And

o. I Cor. xiii. 12, but with a reading ^jrtyi'uio-co-fl*, which is not in

the New Testament.
^ Gen. iv. jfi. 'J'hc verb has by some been taken as passive^

and not middle, "hoped that the Name of the Lord would bc
called upon.'' y lb. v, 24, Ecclus. xlix. 14.
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Noah's "glory was that he was pleasing to God
;

he who was entrusted with the saving of the

whole world from the waters, or rather of the

Seeds of the world, escaped the Dehige in

a small Ark. And Abraham, great Patriarch

though he was, was justified by faith, ^ and

offered a strange victim,y the type of the Great

Sacrifice. Yet he saw not God as God, but

gave Him food as a man.* He was approved

because he worshipi)ed as far as he compre-

hended.' And Jacob dreamed of a lofty lad-

der and stair of Angels, and in a mystery

anointed a pillar^—perhaps to signify the Rock
that was anointed for our sake—and gave to a

place the name of The House of God'' in

honour of Him whom he saw ; and wrestled

with God in human form; whatever this

wrestling of God with man may mean .

possibly it refers to the comparison of man's

virtue with God's ; and he bore on his body
the marks of the wrestling, setting forth the

defeat of the created nature ; and for a reward

of his reverence he received a change of his

name ; being named, instead of Jacob, Israel

—that great and honourable name. Yet

neither he nor any one on his behalf, unto this

day, of all the Twelve Tribes who where his

children, could boast that he comprehended

the whole nature or the pure sight of God.
XIX. To Elias neither the strong wind, nor

the fire, nor the earthquake, as you learn from

the story, ^ but a light breeze adumbrated the

. Presence of God, and not even this His Nature.

And who was this Ehas ? The man whom a

chariot of fire took up to heaven, signifying

the superhuman excellency of the righteous

man. And are you not amazed at Manoah
the Judge of yore, and at Peter the disciple in

later days ; the one being unable to endure

the sight even of one in whom was a repres-

entation of God; and saying, ''We are un-

done, O wife, we have seen God ;
" " speaking

as though even a vision of God could not be

grasped by human beings, let alone the Nature

of God ; and the other unable to endure the

Presence of Christ in his boat and therefore

bidding Him depart ; ^ and this though Peter

a (}en. vi. 8. ^ lb. xviii. 18. y lb. xxviii. 2.

6 (jcn. xviii. 2. Klias Cretensis sees in this occurrence a fore-

shadowing of the Incarnation ; and also with many others, a rev-

elation of the Trinity, in that Abraham saw Three and conversed
with One. t Gen. xxxii. 28. f lb. vcr. 28.

7) v. I. The Form of God, which would refer to the occasion cited

below. The reading is grammatically easier, as an accusative is

required ; but in that case we might have expected the wrestling

with the Angel to have been mentioned first, as the name Penuel
was given by Jacob on the day following the night in which he
wrestled, and received his own change of name. The Henedic-
tines, while retaining House in text and version, express a prefer-

ence for Form, because the subject of the argument is the Vision of

God.
I Kgs. xix. It, 13. LXX. has a Sound of a Light breeze.

K Judg. xiii. 33. h. Luke v. 8.

was more zealous than the others for the

knowledge of Christ, and received a blessing

for this,* and was entrusted with the great-

est gifts. AMiat would you say of Isaiah or

Ezekiel, who was an eyewitness of very

great mysteries, and of the other Prophets
;

for one of these saw the Lord of Sabaoth sit-

ting on the Throne of glory,^ and encircled

and praised and hidden by the sixwinged

Seraphim, and was himself purged by the live

coal, and equipped for his prophetic office.

And the other describes the Cherubic Chariot v

of God, and the Throne upon them, and the

Firmament over it, and Him that shewed
Himself in the Firmament, and Voices, and
Forces, and Deeds. ^ And whether this was

an appearance by day, only visible to Saints,

or an unerring vision of the night, or an im-

pression on the mind holding converse with

the future as if it were the present ; or some
other ineffable form of prophecy, I cannot

say ; the God of the Prophets knoweth, and
they know who are thus inspired. But
neither these of whom I am speaking, nor any

of their fellows ever stood before the Council ^

and Essence of God, as it is written, or saw,

or proclaimed the Nature of God.
XX. If it had been permitted to Paul to

utter what the Third Heaven^ contained, and
his own advance, or ascension, or assumption

thither, perhaps we should know something

more about God's Nature, if this was the

mystery of the rapture. But since it was in-

effable, we too will honour it by silence.

Thus much we will hear Paul say about it,

that we know in part and we prophesy in

part. "J This and the like to this are the con-

fessions of one who is not rude in knowledge, ^

who threatens to give proof of Christ speaking

in him, the great doctor and champion of the

truth. Wherefore he estimates all knowledge

on earth only as through a glass darkly," as

taking its stand upon little images of the

truth. Now, unless I appear to anyone too

careful, and over anxious about the examina-

tion of this matter, perhaps it was of this and

nothing else that the Word Himself intimated

a Matt. xvi. 16, 17. ^ Isa. vi. i sqq. y Ezek. i. 4-28.

8 V. 1. Orders, i.e. of angels.

6 This is a <iuotation from the I,XX. of Jcr. xxiii. 18, where
for iIn-0(rT^/aoTi Aquila has awopp^To), and Symmachus biii.\ia,

(according to Trommius). vrrdo-rijina properly means a Statiuii of

troops, and such is the meaning in the other two places whore the

word occurs in the LXX., viz. :—2 Sam. xxiii. 14, and i Chron. xi.

16. The Hebrew word which it represents in this passage is one
of frequent use, and means "a Council," or, in a sense derived

from this, Familiar Intercourse. In Job xv. 8 it is rendered in A.

V. The Secret of God, where the LXX. has avvTayna. The
Vulgate in both cases has Concilium Dei ; the Hcnedictlncs

however render it Substance. A. V. has Counsel, and in niarg.

Secret ; while R. V. reads Council, with no marginal alternative.

i 2 Cor. xii. 2. >> I t'or. xiii. 9.

9 2 Cor. xi. 6. « i Cor. xiii. 12.
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that there were things which could not now he

borne, but which should be borne and cleared

up hereafter," and which John the Forerunner

of the Word and great Voice of the Truth de-

clared even the whole world could not contain.^

XXI. The truth then, and the whole Word
is full of difficulty and obscurity ; and as it were

with a small instrument we are undertaking a

great work, when with merely human wisdom
we pursue the knowledge of the Self-existent,

and in company with, or not apart from, the

senses, by which we are borne hither and

thither, and led into error, we apply ourselves

to the search after things which are only to

be grasped by the mind, and we are unable

by meeting bare realities with bare intellect

to approximate somewhat more closely to the

truth, and to mould the mind by its concepts.

Now the subject of God is more hard to

come at,v in proportion as it is more perfect

than any other, and is open to more objections,

and the solutions of them are more laborious.

For every objection, however small, stops and

hinders the course of our argument, and cuts

off its further advance, just like men who sud-

denly check with the rein the horses in full

career, and turn them right round by the un-

expected shock. Thus Solomon, who was the

wisest of all men,^ whether before him or in

his own time, to whom God gave breadth of

heart, and a flood of contemplation, more
abundant than the sand, even he, the more

he entered into the depth, the more dizzy he

became, and declared the furthest point of

wisdom to be the discovery of how very far off"

she was from him.« Paul also tries to arrive

at, I will not say the nature of God, for this

he knew was utterly impossible, but only the

judgments of God ; and since he finds no way
out, and no halting place in the ascent, and

moreover, since the earnest searching of his

mind after knowledge does not end in any

definite conclusion, because some fresh unat-

tained point is being continually disclosed to

him (O marvel, that I have a like experience),

he closes his discourse with astonishment, and

calls this the riches of God,^ and the depth,

and confesses the unsearchableness of the judg-

ments of (iod, in almost the very words of

David, who at one time calls God's judg-

ments the great deep whose foundations can-

not be reached by measure or sense ; ^ and at

another says that His knowledge of him and of

his own constitution was marvellous,^ and had

a John xvi. 12.

P S. John xxi. 2S. I5y a curious slip of the tonfrue S. Gregory
here attributes to tlic Uaptist worils of the Kvaiigclist.

7cf. Pctav. dc Ueo, iii., c. 7. Si Kgs. iii. 12. « Keel. vii. 23.

^Rom, xi. 23. ijPs. xxxvi. 7, 8 lb. cxxxix. 6.

attained greater strength than was in his own
power or grasp.

XXII. For if, he says, I leave everything else

alone, and consider myself and the whole nat-

ure and constitution of man, and how we are

mingled, and what is our movement, and how
the mortal was compounded with the immortal,

and how it is that I flow downwards, and yet

am borne ui:)wards, and how the soul is circum-

scribed ;
° and how it gives life and shares in

feelings ; and how the mind is at once circum-

scribed and unlimited, ^ abiding in us and yet

travelling over the Universe in swift motion
and flow ; how it is both received and imparted

by word, and passes through air, and enters

with all things ; how it shares in sense, and en-

shrouds itself away from sense. And even before

these questions—what was our first moulding
and composition in the workshop of nature,

and what is our last formation and completion ?

What is the desire for and imparting of nour-

ishment, and who brought us spontaneously

to those first springs and sources of life ? How
is the body nourished by food, and the soul

by reason ? What is the drawing of nature,

and the mutual relation between parents and
children, that it should be held together by a

spell of love ? How is it that species are per-

manent, and are different in their characteris-

tics, although there are so many that their indi-

vidual marks cannot be described ? How is it

that the same animal is both mortal and im-

mortal,y the one by decease, the other by
coming into being ? For one departs, and
another takes its place, just like the flow of a

river, which is never still, yet ever constant.

And you might discuss many more points con-

cerning men's members and parts, and their

mutual adaptation both for use and beauty,

and how some are connected and others dis-

joined, some are more excellent and others

less comely, some are united and others

divided, some contain and others are con-

tained, according to the law and reason of

Nature. Much too might be said about voices

and ears. How is it that the voice is carried

by the vocal organs, and received by the ears,

and both are joined by the smiting and re-

sounding of the medium of the air ? Much
too of the eyes, which have an indescribable

communion with visible objects, and which

are moved by the will alone, and that to-

gether, and are affected exactly as is the mind.

For with equal speed the mind is joined to

a V. 1. And how the soul is carried round.

P V. 1. Invisible.

y Gregory is not here speaking of the iminortalitj- of the in-

dividual soul, but of that of the Race, which it shares with other

animals, and which is effected by continual succession.
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the objects of thought, the eye to those of

sight. Much too concerning the other senses,

not objects of the research of reason. And
much concerning our rest in sleep, and the

figments of dreams, and of memory and re-

membrance; of calculation, and anger, and

desire ; and in a word, all by which this little

world called Man is swayed.

XXIII. Shall I reckon up for you the differ-

ences of the other animals, both from us and

from each other,—differences of nature, and of

production, and of nourishment, and of region,

and of temper, and as it were of social life ?

How is it that some are gregarious and others

solitary, some herbivorous and others carnivor-

ous, some fierce and others tame, some fond of

man and domesticated, others untamable and

free ? And some we might call bordering on

reason and power of learning, while others are

altogether destitute of reason, and incapable of

being taught. Some with fuller senses, others

with less ; some immovable, and some with the

power of walking, and some very swift, and

some very slow ; some surpassing in size or

beauty, or in one or other of these respects

;

others very small or very ugly, or both ; some
strong, others weak, some apt at self-defence,

others timid and crafty " and others again are

unguarded. Some are laborious and thrifty,

others altogether idle and improvident. And
before we come to such points as these, how is

it that some are crawling things, and others

upright ; some attached to one spot, some
amphibious ; some delight in beauty and others

are unadorned ; some are married and some

single; some temperate and others intemper-

ate ; some have numerous offspring and others

not ; some are long-lived and others have but

short lives ? It would be a weary discourse to

go through all the details.

XXIV. Look also at the fishy tribe gliding

through the waters, and as it were flying

through the liquid element, and breathing its

own air, but in danger when in contact with

ours, as we are in the waters ; and mark their

habits and dispositions, their intercourse and
their births, their size and their beauty, and
their affection for places, and their wanderings,

and their assembhngs and departings, and their

properties which so nearly resemble those of the

animals that dwell on land ; in some cases com-
munity, in others contrast of properties, both
in name and shape. And consider the tribes

of birds, and their varieties of form and colour,

both of those which are voiceless and of song-

birds. What is the reason of their melody, and

a The Benedictines here insert .Some well protected ; but it is

their own conjecture, and is not found in the Manuscripts.

from whom came it ? Who gave to the grass-

hopper the lute in his breast, and the songs and

chirruping on the branches, when they are

moved by the sun to make their midday music,

and sing among the groves, and escort the way-

farer with their voices? \\'ho wove the song

for the swan when he spreads his wings to the

breezes, and makes melody of their rustling?

For I will not speak of the forced voices, and

all the rest that art contrives against the truth.

Whence does the peacock, that boastful bird

of Media, get his love of beauty and of praise

(for he is fully conscious of his own beauty),

so that when he sees any one approaching, or

when, as they say, he would make a show be-

fore his hens, raising his neck and spreading

his tail in circle around him, glittering like

gold and studded with stars, he makes a spec-

tacle of his beauty to his lovers with pompous
strides ? Now Holy Scripture admires the

cleverness in weaving even of women, saying.

Who gave to woman skill in weaving and

cleverness in the art ofembroidery ? * This be-

longeth to a living creature that hath reason,

and exceedeth in wisdom and maketh way even

as far as the things of heaven.

XXV. But I would have you marvel at the

natural knowledge even of irrational creatures,

and if you can, explain its cause. How is it

that birds have for nests rocks and trees and

roofs, and adapt them both for safety and

beauty, and suitably for the comfort of their

nurslings? Whence do bees and spiders get

their love of work and art, by which the for-

mer plan their honeycombs, and join them to-

gether by hexagonal and co-ordinate tubes, and

construct the foundation by means of a parti-

tion and an alternation of the angles with

straight lines ; and this, as is the case, in such

dusky hives and dark combs ; and the latter

weave their intricate webs by such light and

almost airy threads stretched in divers ways,

and this from almost invisible beginnings, to be

at once a precious dwelling, and a trap for

weaker creatures with a view to enjoyment of

food? What Euclid ever imitated these, while

pursuing philosophical enquiries with lines that

have no real existence, and wearying himself

with demonstrations ? From what Palamedes

came the tactics, and, as the saying is, the

movements and configurations of cranes, and

the systems of their movement in ranks and

their complicated flight ? Who were their

Phidise and Zeuxides, and who were the Par-

rhasii and Aglaophons who knew how to draw

and mould excessively beautiful things ? What

a Job xxxviii. 36. LXX.
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harmonious Gnossian chorus of Daedalus,

wrought for a girl" to the highest pitch of

beauty? What Cretan Labyrinth, hard to

get through, hard to unravel, as the poets say,

and continually crossing itself through the

tricks of its construction ? I will not speak

of the ants' storehouses and storekeepers, and

of their trcasurings of wood in quantities cor-

responding to the time for which it is wanted,

and all the other details which we know are

told of their marches and leaders and their

good order in their works.

XXVI. If this knowledge has come within

your reach and you are familiar with these

branches of science, look at the differences of

plants also, up to the artistic fashion of the

leaves, which is adapted both to give the utmost

pleasure to the eye, and to be of the greatest

advantage to the fruit. Look too at the variety

and lavish abundance of fruits, and most of all

at the wondrous beauty of such as are most

necessary. And consider the power of roots,

and juices, and flowers, and odours, not only

so very sweet, but also serviceable as medi-

cines ; and the graces and qualities of colours
;

and again the costly value, and the brilliant

transparency of precious stones. Since nature

has set before you all things as in an abundant

banquet free to all, both the necessaries and

the luxuries of life, in order that, if nothing

else, you may at any rate know God by His

benefits, and by your own sense of want be

made wiser than you were. Next, I pray you,

traverse the length and breadth of earth, the

common mother of all, and the gulfs of the

sea bound together with one another and with

the land, and the beautiful forests, and the

rivers and springs abundant and perennial, not

only of waters cold and fit for drinking, and
on the surface of the earth ; but also such as

running beneath the earth, and flowing nnder

caverns, are then forced out by a violent blast,

and repelled, and then filled with heat by this

violence of strife and repulsion, burst out by
little and little wherever they get a chance,

and hence supply our need of hot baths in

many parts of the earth, and in conjunction

with the cold give us a healing which is with-

out cost and spontaneous. Tell me how and

whence are these things ? What is this great

web nnwrought by art? These things are

no less worthy of admiration, in respect of

their mutual relations than when considered

separately.

How is it that the earth stands solid and

a The allusion is to a group made by Da;da1us for Ariadne, repre-

senting a chorus of youths and maidens, which seemed to be mov-
ing in musical rhythm. It is dcscvibed by Homer (U., xviii., 592
sqq.).

unswerving ? On what is it supported ? What
is it that props it up, and on what does that

rest ? For indeed even reason has nothing to

lean upon, but only the Will of God. And
how is it that part of it is drawn up into moun-
tain summits, and part laid down in plains,

and this in various and differing ways ? And
because tlie variations are individually small, it

both supijlies our needs more liberally, and is

more beautiful by its variety
;
part being dis-

tributed into habitations, and part left unin-

habited, namely all the great height of Moun-
tains, and the various clefts of its coast line

cut off from it. Is not this the clearest proof

of the majestic working of God ?

XXVII. And with respect to the Sea even
if I did not marvel at its greatness, yet I should

have marvelled at its gentleness, in that al-

though loose it stands within its boundaries

;

and if not at its gentleness, yet surely at its

greatness ; but since I marvel at both, I will

praise the Power that is in both. What col-

lected it ? What bounded it ? How is it raised

and lulled to rest, as though respecting its neigh-

bour earth ? How, moreover, does it receive

all the rivers, and yet remain the same, through
the very superabundance of its immensity, if

that term be permissible ? How is the boun-
dary of it, though it be an element of such

magnitude, only sand ? Have your natural

philosophers with their knowledge of useless

details anything to tell us, those men I mean
who are really endeavouring to measure the

sea with a wineglass, and such mighty works
by their own conceptions ? Or shall I give

the really scientific explanation of it from
Scripture concisely, and yet more satisfactorily

and truly than by the longest arguments ?

" He hath fenced the face of the water with

His command. '

'
" This is the chain of fluid

nature. And how doth He bring upon it the

Nautilus that inhabits the dry land (i.e., man)
in a little vessel, and with a little breeze (dost

thou not marvel at the sight of this,—is not

thy mind astonished ?), that earth and sea may
be bound together by needs and commerce,
and that things so widely separated by nature

should be thus brought together into one for

man? What are the first fountains of springs?

Seek, O man, if you can trace out or find any
of these things. And who was it who cleft

the plains and the mountains for the rivers,

and gave them an unhindered course ? And
how comes the marvel on the other side, that

the Sea never overflows, nor the Rivers cease

to flow ? And what is the nourishing power

a Job xxvi. 10. LXX.
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of water, and what the difference therein ; for

some things are irrigated from above, and

others drink from their roots, if I may Uixuri-

ate a little in my language when speaking of

the luxuriant gifts of (lod.

XXVIII. And now, leaving the earth and

the things of earth, soar into the air on the wings

of thought, that our argument may advance in

due path ; and thence I will take you up to

heavenly things, and to heaven itself, and

things which are above heaven ; for to that

which is beyond my discourse hesitates to

ascend, but still it shall ascend as far as may
be. Who i)oured forth the air, that great and

abundant wealth, not measured to men by
their rank or fortunes ; not restrained by
boundaries ; not divided out according to

people's ages ; but like the distribution of the

Manna," received in sufficiency, and valued

for its equality of distribution ; the chariot of

the winged creation ; the seat of the winds
;

the moderator of the seasons ; the quickener

of living things, or rather the preserver of

natural life in the body ; in which bodies

have their being, and by which we speak ; in

which is the light and all that it shines upon,

and the sight which flows through it? And
mark, if you please, what follows. I cannot

give to the air the whole empire of all that is

thought to belong to the air. What are the

storehouses of the winds ? ^ What are the

treasuries of the snow ? Who, as Scripture

hath said, hath begotten the drops of dew ?

Out of Whose womb came the ice ? and Who
bindeth the waters in the clouds, and, fixing

part in the clouds (O marvel !) held by His

Word though its nature is to flow, poureth

out the rest upon the face of the whole earth,

and scattereth it abroad in due season, and in

just proportions, and neither suffereth the

whole substance of moisture to go out free and
uncontrolled (for sufficient was the cleansing

in the days of Noah ; and He who cannot lie

is not forgetful of His own covenant) ; . . .

nor yet restraineth it entirely that we should

not again stand in need of an Elias v to bring

the drought to an end. If He shall shut up
heaven, it saith, who shall open it? If He
open the floodgates, who shall shut them up ? *

Who can bring an excess or withhold a suffi-

ciency of rain, unless he govern the Universe

by his own measures and balances ? What sci-

entific laws, pray, can you lay down concern-

ing thimder and lightning, O you who thun-

der from the earth, and cannot shine with even

little sparks of truth ? To what vapours from

earth will you attribute the creation of cloud,

or is it due to some thickening of the air, or

pressure or crash of clouds of excessive rarity,

so as to make you think the pressure the cause

of the lightning, and the crash that which
makes the thunder ? Or what compression of

wind having no outlet will account to you
for the lightning by its compression, and for

the thunder by its bursting out?

Now if you have in your thought passed

through the air and all the things of air, reach

with me to heaven and the things of heaven.

And let foith lead us rather than reason, if at

least you have learnt the feebleness of the

latter in matters nearer to you, and have
known reason by knowing the things that are

beyond reason, so as not to be altogether on the

earth or of the earth, because you are ignorant

even of your ignorance.

XXIX. Who spread the sky around tis, and
set the stars in order ? Or rather, first, can you
tell me, of your own knowledge of the things in

heaven, what arc the sky and the stars
;
you

who know not what lies at your very feet, and
cannot even take the measure of yourself, and
yet must busy yourself about what is above

your nature, and gape at the illimitable ?

For, granted that you understand orbits and
periods, and waxings and wanings, and set-

tings and risings, and some degrees and min-

utes, and all the other things which make you
so proud of your wonderful knowledge

;
you

have not arrived at comprehension of the

realities themselves, but only at an observa-

tion ofsome movement, which, when con-

firmed by longer practice, and drawing the

observations of many individuals into one

generalization, and thence deducing a law,

has acquired the name of Science (just as

the lunar phenomena have become generally

known to our sight), being the basis of this

knowledge. But if you are very scientific on

this subject, and have a just claim to admira-

tion, tell me what is the cause of this order

and this movement. How came the sun to

be a beacon -fire to the whole world, and to

all eyes like the leader of some chorus, con-

cealing all the rest of the stars by his bright-

ness, more completely than some of them
conceal others. The proof of this is that

they shine against him, but he outshines

them and does not even allow it to be per-

ceived that they rose simultaneously with

him, fair as a bridegroom, swift and great

as a giant "—for I will not let his praises 1)6

sung from any other source than my own

aExod. xvi. i8.

y I Kgs. xviii. 44.

1 Job xxxvii. 9, 10.

Job. xii. 14 o Vs. xix. 5.
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Scriptures—^so mighty in strength that from

one end to the other of the world he embraces

all things in his heat, and there is nothing hid

from the feeling thereof, but it fills both every

eye with light, and every embodied creature

with heat ; warming, yet not burning, by the

gentleness of its temper, and the order of its

movement, present to all, and equally embrac-

ing all.

XXX. Have you considered the importance

of the fact that a heathen writer » speaks of the

sun as holding the same position among material

objects as God does among objects of thought ?

For the one gives light to the eyes, as the

Other does to the mind ; and is the most beau-

tiful of the objects of sight, as God is of those

of thought. But who gave him motion at

first ? And what is it which ever moves him
in his circuit, though in his nature stable and
immovable, truly unwearied, and the giver

and sustainer of life, and all the rest of the titles

which the poets justly sing of him, and never

resting in his course or his benefits ? How
comes he to be the creator of day when above

the earth, and of night when below it ? or

whatever may be the right expression when
one contemplates the sun ? What are the

mutual aggressions and concessions of day and
night, and their regular irregularities—to use a

somewhat strange expression ? How comes he

to be the maker and divider of the seasons, that

come and depart in regular order, and as in a

dance interweave with each other, or stand

apart by a law of love on the one hand, and of

order on the other, and mingle little by little,

and steal on their neighbour, just as nights and

days do, so as not to give us pain by their sud-

denness. This will be enough about the sun.

Do you know the nature and phenomena of

the Moon, and the measures and courses of

light, and how it is that the sun bears rule over

the day, and the moon presides over the night

;

and while She gives confidence to wild beasts,

He stirs Man up to work, raising or lowering

himself as may be most serviceable ? Know you
the bond of Pleiades, or the fence of Orion, ^ as

He who counteth the number of the stars and
calleth them all by their names ? y Know you
the differences of the glory* of each, and the

order of their movement, that I should trust

you, when by them you weave the web of hu-

man concerns, and arm the creature against the

Creator ?

XXXI. What say you ? Shall we pause here,

after discussing nothing further than matter and
visible things, or, since the Word knows the

o Plato.

y Ps. cxlvii. 4,

/3 Job xxxviii. ^i.

S I Cor. XV. 41.

Tabernacle of Moses to be a figure of the whole
creation—I mean the entire system of things

visible and invisible—shall we pass the first veil,

and stepping beyond the realm of sense, shall

we look into the Holy Place, the Intellectual

and Celestial creation ? But not even this can we
see in an incorporeal way, though it is incorpo-

real, since it is called—or is—Fire and Spirit.

For He is said to make His Angels spirits, and

His Ministers a flame of fire "... though

perhaps this "making" means preserving by
that Word by which they came into existence.

The Angel then is called spirit and fire ; Spirit,

as being a creature of the intellectual sphere
;

Fire, as being of a purifying nature ; for I know
that the same names belong to the First Nature.

But, relatively to us at least, we must reckon

the Angelic Nature incorporeal, or at any rate

as nearly so as possible. Do you see how we
get dizzy over this subject, and cannot ad-

vance to any point, unless it be as far as this,

that we know there are Angels and Archan-
gels, Thrones, Dominions, Princedoms, Pow-
ers, Splendours, Ascents, Intelligent Powers
or Intelligencies, pure natures and unalloyed,

immovable to evil, or scarcely movable ; ever

circling in chorus round the First Cause (or

how should we sing their praises ?) illuminated

thence with the purest Illumination, or one in

one degree and one in another, proportionally

to their nature and rank ... so conformed to

beauty and moulded that they become second-

ary Lights, and can enlighten others by the

overflowings and largesses of the First Light ?

Ministrants of God's Will, strong with both

inborn and imparted strength, traversing all

space, readily present to all at any place through

their zeal for ministry and the agility of their

nature . . . different individuals of them
embracing different parts of the world, or ap-

pointed over different districts of the Universe,

as He knoweth who ordered.and distributed it

all. Combining all things in one, solely with

a view to the consent of the Creator of all

things; Hymners of the Majesty of the Godhead,
eternally contemplating the Eternal Glory, not

that God may thereby gain an increase of glor)',

for nothing can be added to that which is full

—to Him, who supplies good to all outside

Himself—but that there may never be a ces-

sation of blessings to these first natures after

God. If we have told these things as they

deserve, it is by the grace of the Trinity, and

of the one Godhead in Three Persons ; but if

less perfectly than we have desired, yet even

so our discourse has gained its purpose. - For

a Ps. civ. 4,
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this is what we were labouring to shew, that

even the secondary natures surpass tlie power

of our intellect ; much more then the First and

(for I fear to say merely That which is above

all), the only Nature.

XXIX. THE THIRD THEOLOGICAL
ORATION.

On the Son.

I. This then is what might be said to cut

short our opponents' readiness to argue and
their hastiness with its consequent insecurity in

all matters, but above all in those discussions

which relate to God. But since to rebuke

others is a matter of no difficulty whatever,

but a very easy thing, which any one who
likes can do ; whereas to substitute one's own
belief for theirs is the part of a pious and intel-

ligent man ; let us, relying on the Holy Ghost,

Who among them is dishonoured, but among
us is adored, bring forth to the light our own
conceptions about the Godhead, whatever

these may be, like some noble and timely

birth. Not that I have at other times been

silent ; for on this subject alone I am full of

youthful strength and daring ; but the fact is

that under present circumstances I am even

more bold to declare the truth, that I may not

(to use the words of Scripture) by drawing

back fall into the condemnation of being dis-

pleasing to God.** And since every discourse

is of a twofold nature, the one part establish-

ing one's own, and the other overthrowing

one's opponents' position ; let us first of all state

our own position, and then try to controvert

that of our opponents ;—and both as briefly as

possible, so that our arguments may be taken

in at a glance (like those of the elementary

treatises which they have devised to deceive

simple or foolish persons), and that our

thoughts may not be scattered by reason of the

length of the discourse, like water which is not

contained in a channel, but flows to waste

over the open land.

n. The three most ancient opinions con-

cerning God are Anarchia, Polyarchia, and
Monarchia. The first two are the sport of the

children of Hellas, and may they continue to

be so. For Anarchy is a thing without order
;

and the Rule of Many is factious, and thus

anarchical, and thus disorderly. For both

these tend to the same thing, namely disorder
;

and this to dissolution, for disorder is the first

step to dissolution.

a IIcl>. ii. 4 ; X, 38,

But Monarchy is that which we hold in

honour. It is, however, a Monarchy that is

not limited to one Person, for it is possible for

Unity if at variance with itself to come into a

condition of plurality ;
" but one which is made

of an ecjuality of Nature and a Union of mind,
and an identity of motion, and a convergence

of its elements to unity—a thing which is

impossible to the created nature—so that

though numerically distinct there is no sever-

ance of Essence. Therefore Unity ^ having

from all eternity arrived by motion at Duality,

found its rest in Trinity. This is what we
mean by Father and Son and Holy Ghost.

The Father is the Begetter and the Emitter ;
v

without passion, of course, and without ref-

erence to time, and not in a corporeal man-
ner. The Son is the Begotten, and the Holy
Ghost the Emission; for I know not how
this could be expressed in terms altogether ex-

cluding visible things. For we shall not ven-

ture to speak of "an overflow of goodness,"

as one of the Greek Philosophers dared to say,

as if it were a bowl overflowing, and this in

plain words in his Discourse on the First and
Second Causes.* Let us not ever look on this

Generation as involuntary, like some natural

overflow, hard to be retained, and by no
means befitting our conception of Deity.

Therefore let us confine ourselves within our

limits, and speak of the Unbegotten and the

Begotten and That which proceeds from the

Father, as somewhere God the Word Himself

saith.

HL When did these come into being? They
are above all " When." But, if I am to speak

with something more of boldness,—when the

Father did. And when did the Father come
into being.' There never was a time when He
was not. And the same thing is true of the

Son and the Holy Ghost. Ask me again, and
again I will answer you, When was the Son

a Billius and others here read Authority, which is not supported
by the best MSS., or by the context.

P Elias explains this to mean that of old men knew only One
Person in the Godhead : and until the Incarnation this knowledge
was sufficient ; but from that time forward they acknowledged a
Second Person, and through Him a Third also, the Holy Ghost.

Hut this explanation falls far short of Gregory's meaning, which
certainly is that the movement of selfconsciousncss in God from all

Eternity made the Generation of the Son, and the Procession of

the Holy Ghost, a necessity. All is objective in God. cf. Petav.

de Deo, H., viii., 16; also, Greg. Naz., Or. xxiii. 5.

y Trpo^oAeuy-TrpojSoAj) was a term used by the Gnostics to describe

the Emanations by which the distance between the Finite and the

Infinite was according to them bridged over ; and on this account

it fell under suspicion, and was rejected by both Arius arid Alha-
nasius. Tertullian used it with an explanation which is satisfactory

as regards the TrpojSoAij of the Son ; but when he comes to apply it

to the Procession of the Holy Ghost he uses an illustration which is

in almost the very words rejected by Gregory (c. Prax., 7, 8.

See Swete, p. 56). Origen did not admit it. Later when this

danger was past, the word came into use again as the equivalent

of eiC7rdpevo-i5, at first with reserve and explanations in the text, but

later on as an accepted term. See Swete " On The Doctrine Of
The Holy Spirit," p. 36.

6 The expression is from Plato.

VOL. VII.
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begotten ? When the Father was not begotten.

And when did the Holy Ghost proceed ? When
the Son was, not proceeding but, begotten

—

beyond the sphere of time, and above the

grasp of reason ; although we cannot set forth

that which is above time, if we avoid as we
desire any expression which conveys the idea

of time. For such expressions as "when"
and " before " and " after " and " from the

beginning" are not timeless, however much
we may force them ; unless indeed we were to

take the Aeon, that interval which is coex-

tensive with the eternal things, and is not

divided or measured by any motion, or by
the revolution of the sun, as time is measured.

How then are They not alike unoriginate,

if They are coeternal ? Because They are from

Him, though not after Him. For that which

is unoriginate is eternal, but that which is

eternal is not necessarily unoriginate, so long

as it may be referred to the Father as its origin.

Therefore in respect of Cause They are not

unoriginate ; but it is evident that the Cause

is not necessarily prior to its effects, for the

sun is not prior to its light. And yet They
are in some sense unoriginate, in respect of

time, even though you would scare simple

minds with your quibbles, for the Sources of

Time are not subject to time.

IV. But how can this generation be passion-

less ? In that it is incorporeal. For if corporeal

generation involves passion, incorporeal gen-

eration excludes it. And I will ask of you in

turn, How is He God if He is created ? For

that which is created is not God. I refrain

from reminding you that here too is passion if

we take the creation in a bodily sense, as time,

desire, imagination, thought, hope, pain, risk,

failure, success, all of which and more than

all find a place in the creature, as is evident

to every one. Nay, I marvel that you do not

venture so far as to conceive of marriages and
times of pregnancy, and dangers of miscar-

riage, as if the Father could not have begotten

at all if He had not begotten thus ; or again,

that you did not count up the modes of gen-

eration of birds and beasts and fishes, and
bring under some one of them the Divine and
Ineffable Generation, or even eliminate the

Son out of your new hypothesis. And you
cannot even see this, that as His Generation

according to the flesh differs from all others

(for where among men do you know of a

Virgin Mother?), so does He differ also in His
spiritual Generation ; or rather He, Whose
Existence is not the same as ours, differs from

us also in His Generation.

V. Who then is that Father \Vho had no be-

ginning ? One Whose very Existence had no
beginning ; for one whose existence had a be-

ginning must also have begun to be a Father,

He did not then become a Father after He
began to be, for His being had no beginning.

And He is Father in the absolute sense, for

He is not also Son
;

just as the Son is Son in

the absolute sense, because He is not also

Father. These names do not belong to us in

the absolute sense, because we are both, and
not one more than the other ; and we are of

both, and not of one only ; and so we are

divided, and by degrees become men,'and per-

haps not even men, and such as we did not

desire, leaving and being left, so that only the

relations remain, without the underlying

facts."

But, the objector says, the very form of the

expression " He begat " and " He was begot-

ten," brings in the idea of a beginning of gen-

eration. But what if you do not use this ex-

pression, but say, " He had been begotten

from the beginning" so as readily to evade

your far-fetched and time-loving objections ?

Will you bring Scripture against us, as if we
were forging something contrary to Scripture

and to the truth ? Why, every one knows that

in practice we very often find tenses inter-

changed when time is spoken of; and especially

is this the custom of Holy Scripture, not only

in respect of the past tense, and of the present

;

but even of the future, as for instance " Why
did the heathen rage ? " ^ when they had not

yet raged ; and ^ * they shall cross over the

river on foot," v where the meaning is they did

cross over. It would be a long task to reckon

up all the expressions of this kind which stu-

dents have noticed.

VI. So much for this point. What is their

next objection, how full of contentiousness and
impudence? He, they say, either voluntarily

begat the Son, or else involuntarily. Next,

as they think, they bind us on both sides with

cords ; these however are not strong, but

very weak. For, they say, if it was involun-

tarily He was under the sway of some one, and
who exercised this sway ? And how is He, over

whom it is exercised, God ? But if voluntarily,

the Son is a Son of Will ; how then is He of

the Father ?-^and they thus invent a new sort

of Mother for him,—the Will,—in place of the

Father. There is one good point which they

may allege about this argument of theirs

;

namely, that they desert Passion, and take re-

fuge in Will. For Will is not Passion.

a Klias explains this to refer to the fact th.at childrcu leave and
are left by parents ; or else to the death of cither one or the other.

j3 Ps. ii. I. y Ps. Ixvi. 6.



ON THE SON. 303

Secondly, let us look at the strength of their

argument. And it were best to wrestle with

them at first at close cjuarters. You yourself,

who so recklessly assert whatever takes your

fancy ; were you begotten voluntarily or in-

voluntarily by your father ? If involuntarily,

then he was under some tyrant's sway (O ter-

rible violence !) and who was the tyrant ? You
will hardly say it was nature,—for nature is

tolerant of chastity. If it was voluntarily,

then by a few syllables your father is done
away with, for you are shewn to be the son of

Will, and not of your father. But I pass to

the relation between God and the creature,

and I put your own (juestion to your own wis-

dom. Did God orate all things voluntarily

or under compulsion ? If under compulsion,

here also is the tyranny, and one who played

the tyrant ; if voluntarily, the creatures also

are deprived of their God, and you before

the rest, who invent such arguments and tricks

of logic. For a partition is set up between

the Creator and the creatures in the shape of

Will. And yet I think that the Person who
wills is distinct from the Act of willing ; He
who begets from the Act of begetting ; the

Speaker from the speech, or else we are all

very stupid. On the one side we have the

mover, and on the other that which is, so to

speak, the motion. Thus the thing willed is

not the child of will, for it does not always

result therefrom ; nor is that which is begot-

ten the child of generation, nor that which is

heard the child of speech, but of the Person

who willed, or begat, or spoke. But the

things of God are beyond all this, for with

Him perhaps the Will to beget is generation,

and there is no intermediate action (if we
may accept this altogether, and not rather con-

sider generation superior to will).

VII. Will you then let me play a little upon
this word Father, for your example encourages

me to be so bold ? The Father is God either

willingly or unwillingly ; and how will you es-

cape from your own excessive acuteness ? If

willingly, when did He begin to will ? It could

not have been before He began to be, for there

was nothing prior to Him. Or is one part of

Hun Will and another the object of Will ? If

so. He is divisible. So the question arises, as

the result of your argument, whether He
Himself is not the Child of Will. And if un-

willingly, what compelled Him to exist, and
how is He God if He was compelled—and that

to nothing less than to be God ? How then

was He begotten, says my opi)onent. How
was He created, if as you say. He was created ?

For this is a part of the same difficulty. Per-

haps you would say, By Will and Word. You
have not yet solved the whole difficulty ; for

it yet remains for you to shew how Will and
\Vord gained the power of action. For man
was not created in this way.

VIII, How then was He begotten? This

Generation would have been no great thing, if

you could have comprehended it who have no
real knowledge even of your own generation,

or at least who comprehend very little of it,

and of that little you are ashamed to speak ;

and then do you think you know the whole ?

You will have to undergo much labour before

you discover the laws of composition, forma-

tion, manifestation, and the bond whereby
soul is united to body,—mind to soul, and
reason to mind ; and movement, increase, as-

similation of food, sense, memory, recollec-

tion, and all the rest of the parts of which )-ou

are compounded ; and whicli of them belongs

to the soul and body together, and which to

each independently of the other, and which
is received from each other. For those parts

whose maturity comes later, yet received their

laws at the time of conception. Tell me
what these laws are ? And do not even then

venture to speculate on the Generation of

God ; for that would be unsafe. For even if

you knew all about your own, yet you do not

by any means know about God's, And if you
do not understand your own, how can you
know about God's ? For in proportion as

God is harder to trace out than man, so is the

heavenly Generation harder to comprehend
than your own. But if you assert that because

you cannot comprehend it, therefore He can-

not have been begotten, it will be time for

you to strike out many existing things which
you cannot comprehend ; and first of all God
Himself. For you cannot say what He is, even

if you are very reckless, and excessively proud

of your intelligence. First, cast away your

notions of flow and divisions and sections, and

your conceptions of immaterial as if it were

material birth, and then you may perhaps

worthily conceive of the Divine Generation.

How was He begotten ?—I repeat the question

in indignation. The Begetting of God nuist

be honoured by silence. It is a great thing for

you to learn that He was begotten. But the

manner of His generation we will not admit

that even Angels can conceive, much less you.

Shall I tell you how it was ? It was in a man-

ner known to the Father Who begat, and to

the Son Who was begotten. Anything more

than this is hidden by a cloud, and escapes

your dim sight.

IX. Well, but the Father begat a Son who

V 2
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either was or was not in existence." What
utter nonsense ! This is a question which ap-

plies to you or me, who on the one hand were

in existence, as for instance Levi in the loins of

Abraham ; P and on the other hand came into

existence ; and so in some sense we are partly

of what existed, and partly of what was non-

existent ; whereas the contrary is the case with

the original matter, which was certainly cre-

ated out of what was non-existent, notwith-

standing that some pretend that it is unbegot-

ten. But in this case " to be begotten," even

from the beginning, is concurrent with " to

be." On what then will you base this cap-

tious question ? For what is older than that

which is from the beginning, if we may
place there the previous existence or non-exist-

ence of the Son ? In either case we destroy

its claim to be the Beginning. Or perhaps you
will say, if we were to ask you whether the

Father was of existent or non-existent sub-

stance, that he is twofold, partly pre-existing,

partly existing ; or that His case is the same
with that of the Son ; that is, that He was cre-

ated out of non-existing matter, because of

your ridiculous questions and your houses of

sand, which cannot stand against the merest

ripple.

I do not admit either solution, and I declare

that your question contains an absurdity, and
not a difficulty to answer. If however you
think, in accordance with your dialectic as-

sumptions, that one or other of these alterna-

tives must necessarily be true in every case, let

me ask you one little question : Is time in

time, or is it not in time ? If it is contained

in time, then in what time, and what is it but

that time, and how does it contain it ? But
if it is not contained in time, what is that sur-

passing wisdom which can conceive of a time

which is timeless? Now, in regard to this

expression, " I am now telling a lie," admit
one of these alternatives, either that it is true,

or that it is a falsehood, without qualification

(for we cannot admit that it is both). But
this cannot be. For necessarily he either is

lying, and so is telling the truth, or else he is

telling the truth, and so is lying. What won-
der is it then that, as in this case contraries

are true, so in that case they should both be
untrue, and so your clever puzzle prove mere
foolishness ? Solve me one more riddle.

Were you present at your own generation, and
are you now present to yourself, or is neither

the case ? If you were and are present, who
were you, and with whom are you present ?

o This is the Arian dilemma, " Did the Son exist before he was
begotten ?

"
/3 Heb. vii. lo.

And how did your single self become thus

both subject and object ? But if neither of the

above is the case, how did you get separated

from yourself, and what is the cause of this

disjoining ? But, you will say, it is stupid to

make a fuss about the question whether or no

a single individual is present to himself; for

the expression is not used of oneself but of

others. Well, you may be certain that it is

even more stupid to discuss the ^question

whether That which was begotten from the be-

ginning existed before its generation or not.

For such a question arises only as to matter di-

visible by time.

X. But they say. The Unbegotten and the

Begotten are not the same ; and if this is so,

neither is the Son the same as the Father. It

is clear, without saying so, that this line of ar-

gument manifestly excludes either the Son or

the Father from the Godhead. For if to be

Unbegotten is the Essence of God, to be be-

gotten is not that Essence ; if the opposite is

the case, the Unbegotten is excluded. What
argument can contradict this ? Choose then

whichever blasphemy you prefer, my good in-

ventor of a new theology, if indeed you are

anxious at all costs to embrace a blasphemy.

In the next place, in what sense do you assert

that the Unbegotten and the Begotten are not

the same ? If you mean that the Uncreated
and the created are not the same, I agree with

you ; for certainly the Unoriginate and the

created are not of the same nature. But if

you say that He That begat and That which is

begotten are not the same, the statement is in-

accurate. For it is in fact a necessary truth

that they are the same. For the nature of the

relation of Father to Child is this, that the off-

spring is of the same nature with the parent.

Or we may argue thus again. What do you
mean by Unbegotten and Begotten, for if you
mean the simple fact of being unbegotten or

begotten, these are not the same ; but if you
mean Those to Whom these terms apply, how
are They not the same ? For example, Wis-

dom and Unwisdom are not the same in them-

selves, but yet both are attributes of man, who
is the same ; and they mark not a difference

of essence, but one external to the essence.*

Are immortality and innocence and immuta-
bility also the essence of God ? If so God has

many essences and not one ; or Deity is a

compound of these. For He cannot be all

these without composition, if they be essences.

XI. They do not however assert this, for

these qualities are common also to other beings.

a cf. Petavius De Trin., V. ii., a.
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But God's Essence is that which belongs to

God alone, and is proper to Him. But they,

who consider matter and form to be unbcgot-

ten, would not allow that to be unbegotten is

the property of God alone (for we must cast

away even further the darkness of the ManichM-
ans.* But suppose that it is the property of

God alone. What of Adam ? Was he not

alone the direct creature of God ? Yes, you
will say. Was he then the only human be-

ing ? By no means. And why, but because

humanity does not consist in direct creation ?

P"or that which is begotten is also human.
Just so neither is He Who is Unbegotten
alone God, though He alone is Father. But
grant that He Who is Begotten is God ; for

He is ^God, as you must allow, even though
you cling to your Unbegotten. Then how do
you describe the Essence of God ? Not by
declaring what it is, but by rejecting what it is

not. For your word signifies that He is not

begotten ; it does not i)resent to you what is

the real nature or condition of that which has no
generation. What then is the Essence ofGod ?

It is for your infatuation to define this, since

you are so anxious about His Generation too

;

but to us it will be a very great thing, if ever,

even in the future, we learn this, w^hen this

darkness and dulness is done away for us, as

He has promised Who cannot lie. This then

may be the thought and hope of those who
are purifying themselves with a view to this.

Thus much w'e for our part will be bold to say,

that if it is a great thing for the Father to be
Unoriginate, it is no less a thing for the Son
to have been Begotten of such a Father. For
not only would He share the glory of the Un-
originate, since he is of the Unoriginate, but
he has the added glory of His Generation, a

thing so great and august in the eyes of all

those who are not altogether grovelling and
material in mind.

XII. But, they say, if the Son is the Same as

the Father in respect of Essence, then if the

Father is unbegotten, the Son must be so like-

wise. Quite so—if the Essence of God con-
sists in being unbegotten ; and so He would
be a strange mixture, begottenly unbegotten.
If, however, the difference is outside the Es-

sence, how can you be so certain in speaking
of this? Are you also your father's father,

so as in no respect to fall short of your father,

since you are the same with him in essence?

Is it not evident that our enquiry into the

Nature of the Essence of God, if we make it.

a The Manichseans, who believed in two eternal principles of
eoo>! and evil, light and darkness, held tliat darkness too was un-
begotten (Elia^). I

will leave Personality absolutely unaffected ?

But that Unbegotten is not a synonym of

God is proved thus. If it were so, it would
be necessary that since God is a relative term,

Unbegotten should be so likewise ; or that

since Unbegotten is an absolute term, so must
God be. . . . God of no one. For words
which are absolutely identical are similarly

applied. But the word Unbegotten is not
used relatively. For to what is it relative ?

And of what things is God the God ? AVhy,
of all things. How then can God and Unbe-
gotten be identical terms? And again, since

Begotten and Unbegotten are contradictories,

like possession and deprivation, it would fol-

low that contradictory essences would co-ex-

ist, which is impossible.** Or again, since

possessions are prior to deprivations, and the

latter are destructive of the former, not only
must the Essence of the Son be prior to that

of the Father, but it must be destroyed by
the Father, on your hypothesis.

XIII. What now remains of their invincible

arguments ? Perhaps the last they will take

refuge in is this. If God has never ceased to

beget, the Generation is imperfect ; and when
will He cease ? But if He has ceased, then He
must have begun. Thus again these carnal

minds bring forward carnal arguments.

Whether He is eternally begotten or not, I

do not yet say, until I have looked into the

statement, "Before all the hills He bege'tteth

Me,"^ more accurately. But I cannot see

the necessity of their conclusion. For if, as

they say, everything that is to come to an end
had also a beginning, then surely that which
has no end had no beginning. What then
will they decide concerning the soul, or the

Angelic nature? If it had a beginning, it

will also have an end ; and if it has no end,

it is evident that according to them it had no
beginning. But the truth is that it had a be-

ginning, and will never have an end. Their as-

sertion, then, that that which will have an end
had also a beginning, is untrue. Our position,

however, is, that as in the case of a horse, or an
ox, or a man, the same definition applies to

all the individuals of the same species, and
whatever shares the definition has also a right

to the Name ; so in the very same way there

is One Essence of God, and One Nature, and
One Name ; although in accordance with a

distinction in our thoughts we use distinct

Names ; and that whatever is properly called

by this Name really is God ; and what He is

.in Nature, That He is truly called—if at

a Hecausc "Son" implies " bcRottcn." I'.ut (ex hyp.) "Unbe-
gotten" is synonymous with " God." p Prov. viii. 25,
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least we arc to hold that Truth is a matter not

of names but of realities. But our opponents,

as if they were afraid of leaving any stone un-

turned to subvert the Truth, acknowledge in-

deed that the Son is God when they are com-
pelled to do so by arguments « and evidences

;

but they only mean that He is God in an

ambiguous sense, and that He only shares the

Name.
XIV. And when we advance this objection

against them, ''What do you mean to say

then ? That the Son is not properly God,
just as a picture of an animal is not properly an

|

animal? And if not properly God, in what

sense is He God at all ? " They reply, Why
should not these terms be ambiguous, and in

both cases be used in a proper sense ? And they

will give us such instances as the land-dog

and the dogfish ; where the word Dog is am-
biguous, and yet in both cases is properly

used, for there is such a species among the

ambiguously named, or any other case in

which the same appellative is used for two

things of different nature. But, my good
friend, in this case, when you include two
natures under the same name, you do not as-

sert that either is better than the other, or

that the one is prior and the other posterior,

or that one is in a greater degree and the

other in a lesser that which is predicated of

them both, for there is no connecting link

which forces this necessity upon them. One
is not a dog more than the other, and one less

so ; either the dogfish more than the land-dog,

or the land-dog than the dogfish. Why should

they be, or on what principle? But the com-

munity of name is here between things of

equal value, though of different nature. But

in the case of which we are speaking, you
couple the Name of God with adorable Ma-
jesty, and make It surpass every essence and
nature (an attribute of God alone), and then

you ascribe this Name to the Father, while

you deprive the Son of it, and make Him sub-

ject to the Father, and give Him only a sec-

ondary honour and worship ; and even if in

words you bestow on Him one which is

Equal, yet in practice you cut off His Deity,

and pass malignantly from a use of tlie same
Name implying an exact equality, to one

which connects things which are not equal.

And so the pictured and the living man are

in your mouth an apter illustration of the re-

lations of Deity than the dogs which I in-

stanced. Or else you must concede to both

o The Benedictines here translate \6y(a by " Scripftire," on
tha ground that Reason is not competent to assert the Divinity of

the Word,

an equal dignity of nature as well as a common
name—even though you introduced these nat-

ures into your argument as different; and

thus you destroy the analogy of your dogs,

which you invented as an instance of inequal-

ity. For what is the force of your instance

of ambiguity, if those whom you distinguish

are not equal in honour ? For it was not to

prove an equality but an inequality that you
took refuge in your dogs. How could any-

body be more clearly convicted of fighting

both against his own arguments, and against

the Deity?
XV. And if, when we admit that in respect

of being the Cause the Father is greater than the

Son, they should assume the premiss that He
is the Cause by Nature, and then deduce the

conclusion that He is greater by Nature also,

it is difficult to say whether they mislead most
themselves or those with whom they are argu-

ing. For it does not absolutely follow that

all that is predicated of a class can also be
predicated of all the individuals composing it

;

for the different particulars may belong to dif-

ferent individuals. For what hinders me, if

I assume the same premiss, namely, that the

Father is greater by Nature, and then add this

other. Yet not by nature in every respect

greater nor yet Father— from concluding,

Therefore the Greater is not in every respect

greater, nor the Father in every respect Father?

Or, if you prefer it, let us put it in this way

:

God is an Essence : But an Essence is not in

every case God ; and draw the conclusion for

yourself— Therefore God is not in every case

God. I think the fallacy here is the arguing

from a conditioned to an unconditioned use

of a term," to use the technical expression of

the logicians. For while we assign this word
Greater to His Nature viewed as a Cause, they

infer it of His Nature viewed in itself. It is

just as if when we said that such a one Avas a

dead man they were to infer simply that he

was a Man.
XVI. How shall we pass over the following

point, which is no less amazing than the rc^t?

Father, they say, is a name cither of an essence

or of an Action, thinking to bind us down on
both sides. If avc say that it is a name of

an essence, they will say that we agree with

them that the Son is of another Essence,

since there is but one Essence of God, and

this, according to them, is preoccupied by
the Father. On the other hand, if we say

that it is the name of an Action, we shall be

a Or as the schoolmen say the fallacy is, A dicto secundum quid
ad dictum simplicitcr, one of the many forms of Undistributed
Middle Term. Pctavius, however (De Trin.. II., v., 12), pro-

nounces the argument of this section unsatisfactory.
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supposed to acknowledge plainly that the Son

is created and not begotten. For where there

is an Agent there must also be an Effect. And
they will say they wonder how that which is

made can be identical with That which made
it. I should myself have been frightened with

your distinction, if it had been necessary

to accept one or other of the alternatives,

and not rather put both aside, and state a

third and truer one, namely, that Father is

not a name either of an essence or of an action,

most clever sirs. But it is the name of the

Relation in which the Father stands to the

Son, and the Son to the Father. For as with

us these names make known a genuine and
intimate relation, so, in the case before us too,

they denote an identity of nature between

Him That is begotten and Him That begets.

But let us concede to you that Father is a

name of essence, it will still bring in the idea

of Son, and will not make it of a different

nature, according to common ideas and the

force of these names. Let it be, if it so please

you, the name of an action
;
you will not de-

feat us in this way either. The Homoousion
would be indeed the result of this action, or

otherwise the conception of an action in this

matter would be al«urd. You see then how,
even though you try to fight unfairly, we
avoid your sophistries. But now, since we
have ascertained how invincible you are in

your arguments and .sophistries, let us look at

your strength in the Oracles of God, if per-

chance you may choose to persuade us out of

them.

XVII. For we have learnt to believe in and

to teach the Deity of the Son from their great

and lofty utterances. And what utterances

are these? These: God—The Word—He
That Was In The Beginning and With The
Beginning, and The Beginning. "In the

Beginning was The Word, and the Word was

with God, and the AVord was God,"" and
"With Thee is the Beginning,*'^ and " He
who calleth her The Beginning from genera-

tions." > Then the Son is Only-begotten:

The only "begotten Son which is in the

bosom of the Father, it says, He hath de-

clared Him. '
'

« The Way, the Truth, the Life,

the Light. " I am the Way, the Truth, and
the Life;" and "I am the Light of the

World." • Wisdom and Power, " Christ, the

Wisdom of God, and the Power of God."f
The Effulgence, the Impress, the Image, the

Seal; "Who l^eing the Effulgence of His

glory and the Impress of His Essence," « and
" the Image of His Goodness," ^ and " Him
hatli Ciod the Father sealed." v Lord, King,

He That Is, The Almighty. "The Lord
rained down fire from the Lord ;

" * and " A
sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of Thy
Kingdom;" ' and " Which is and was and is

to come, the Almighty " f— all which are

clearly spoken of the Son, with all the other

l)assages of the same force, none of which is

an afterthought, or added later to the Son or

the Spirit, any more than to the Father Him-
self. For Their Perfection is not affected by
additions. There never was a time when He
was without the Word, or when He was not

the Father, or when He was not true, or not

wise, or not powerful, or devoid o{ life, or of

splendour, or of goodness.
V. But in opposition to all these, do you
reckon up for me the expressions which make
for your ignorant arrogance, such as " My
God and your (iod," '' or greater, or created,

or made, or sanctified ;
^ Add, if you like, Ser-

vant" and Obedient^ and Gave'* and Learnt,"

and was commanded,^ was sent," can do noth-

ing of Himself, either say, or judge, or give,

or will.'^ And further these,—His ignorance,''

subjection,'' prayer,* asking," increase,* being

made perfect. x And if you like even more
humble than these ; such as speak of His sleep-

ing,* hungering," being in an agony,"* and
fearing ; ^^ or jjerhai^s you would make even

His Cross and Death a matter of reproach to

Him, His Resurrection and Ascension I fancy

you will leave to me, for in these is found some-

thing to support ot/r position. A good many
other things too you might pick up, if you

desire to put together that equivocal and in-

truded god of yours, Who to us is True God,

and equal to the Father. For every one of

these points, taken separately, may very easily,

if we go through theni one by one, be ex-

plained to you in the most reverent sense, and

the stumbling-block of the letter be cleansed

away—that is, if your stumbling at it be honest,

and not wilfidly malicious. To give you the

explanation in one sentence. What is lofty

you are to apply to the Godhead, and to that

Nature in Him which is superior to sufferings

and incorporeal ; but all that is lowly to the

composite condition vv of Him who for your

ojohni. I. 0Ps. ex. 3. ylsa. xll. 4
ejohnvii. 12; ix. 5 ; xiv. 6,

,. ijulmi. 18.

f I Cur. i. 2.J.

aHeb. i.jR.V.
6 Ocn. xix. 24.

T) John XX. 17, r8

It !'hil. ii. 7.

V Hcl). V. 8.

ir lb. V. ig, 30,

TT.iikc vi. 17.

X Hcl). V. 9, etc.

u Matt. iv. 2 ; I.i

PWisd. vii. 26.

€ Ps. xtv. 6.

9 Prov. viii. 22 ;

A Phil. ii. 8.

f Jcihii X. 18 ; xiv. It.

p M.irk xi'ii. j2.

V John xiv. 16.

ij/ Matt. viii. 24

aa I,ii!<c wii. 44.

V John vl. 97.
?Rcv. i. 8.

John X. 36 ; Acts ii. 36.

IX John i, 12.

o U). iv. 34 ; v. 23, s(].

<T I Cor. XV. 28.

[,tike ii. 52.

^F:lrk iv. 38.

Pli }lcl). V. 7.

YY S, Gregory often spooks of iluinaii Nature asour com^sUt
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sakes made Himself of no reputation and was

Incarnate—yes, for it is no worse thing to say,

was made Man, and afterwards was also exalted.

The result will be that you will abandon these

carnal and grovelling doctrines, and learn to be

more sublime, and to ascend with His God-
head, and you will not remain permanently

among the things of sight, but will rise up
with Him into the world of thought, and

come to know which passages refer to His

Nature, and which to His assumption of Hu-
man Nature."

XIX. For He Whom you now treat with

contempt was once above you. He Who is

, now Man was once the Uncompounded. What
He was He continued to be ; what He was

not He took to Himself.^ In the beginning

He was, uncaused ; for what is the Cause of

God ? But afterwards for a cause He was born.

And that cause was that you might be saved,

who insult Him and despise His Godhead,

because of this, that He took upon Him your

denser nature, having converse with Flesh by
means of Mind, v While His inferior Nature,

the Humanity, became God, because it was

united to God, and became One Person * be-

cause the Higher Nature prevailed .

in order that I too might be made God so far

as He is made Man.« He was born—but He

being; and here he means the Sacred Humanity exclusively

;

there is no shadow of suspicion of Nestorianism or Eutychianism
attaching to his name.
o The word o'lKovoixia is used in four principal senses : (a) The

ministry of the Gospel, cf Ephes. iii. 2. Col. i. 25, etc., and S.

Cyril Hieros., has the expression "Economy of the Mystery"
(Cat., XXV.). It is also used absolutely by S. Chrysostom and
others, (b) The Providence of God, as by Epiphanius, Greg.

Nyss., and others, (c) The Incarnation, as in the text, without

any epithet—in which use it is opposed to i) eednjs. Sometimes
however epithets are added, (d) The whole Mystery of Redemp-
tion, including the Passion.

p cf S. Leo, Serm. xxi., De Nativ. Dei, c. ii. " Remaining
what He was, and putting on what He was not. He united the true

form of a serv.ant to that form in which He was equal to God the

Father, and combined both natures in a union so close that the

lower was not consumed by receiving glory, nor the higher lessened

by assuming lowliness.

y " Mcdiante anima," cf. Oral, xxxviii., 13. S. T. Aq., Summa,
III., vi. Jungmann, de Verbo Incarn., c. 68. Forbes, On Nicene
Creed, p. 188. Petav. de Incarn., IV.,xiii., ^,

£ yevofj.evo'; avdpwTro^ 6 kktw fled?. The passage is one of

great difficulty. Klias Cretensis renders the words as follows ;

—

" 15ecoming Man, the inferior God, because humanity was" etc. ;

but his rendering is rejected .as impossible by Petavius (dc Incarn.,

IV., ix., 2, 3). (i.) It is grammatic.iUy possible (Madvig, Gk. .Syn-

tax, 9 a. rem. 3) for 6 kotw, standing as it does, to qualify avflpooTros.

(ii.) Hut the xaX yevofi-evos . . . Beoi may be taken as a nom.
absolute, which would have been expressed by a gen. if avOpiano^

had not been the same Person as 6iiiiA^<7a9.

e As by the Incarnation He who was God was made perfect

Man, so Man was made perfect God, and each nature retained its

own qualities. Or it may mean that God Incarnate was made
Man in respect of body, soul, and mind ; that is, in all points ; and
the Humanity which He assumed was in all these points Deified

;

and therefore they who are His kindred and imitators share to that

extent the Deification (Klias). In the First Epistle to Cledonius
(v. infra) the Priest, against ApoUinarius, which is sometimes
reckoned as the 51st Oration, S. Gregory says, "TheCiodhcad
and the Manhood are two natures, just as soul and body are.

Hut there arc not two Sons or two Gods ; although Paul did thus

entitle the outward man and the inward. And, to speak succinctly,

the N.atures which make our Saviour arc distinct, for the Invisible

is not the same as the visible, nor the Timeless as that which is

subject lo time ; but He is not two Persons, God forbid, for both

these arc one in the union, God being made Man, and Man being

jnade God, or however else you may express it." And upon this

had been begotten : He was born of a woman
—but she was a Virgin. The first is human
the second Divine. In His Human nature

He had no Father, but also in His Divine Nat-

ure no Mother." Both these ^ belong to

Godhead. He dwelt in the womb—but He
was recognized by the Prophet,v himself still

in the Avomb, leaping before the Word, for

Whose sake He came into being. He was

wrapped in swaddling clothes*—but He took

off the swathing bands of the grave by His

rising again. He was laid in a manger—but

He was glorified by Angels, and proclaimed

by a star, and worshipped by the Magi. Why
are you offended by that which is presented

to your sight, because you will not look at

that which is presented to your mind ? He
was driven into exile into Egypt—but He
drove away the Egyptian idols.' He had no
form nor comeliness in the eyes of the Jews ^

—

but to David He is fairer than the children of

men.'' And on the Mountain He was bright

as the lightning, and became more luminous

than the sun,^ initiating us into the mystery

of the future.

XX. He was baptized as Man—but He re-

mitted sins as God'—not because He needed
purificatory rites Flimself, but that He might
sanctify the element of water. He was tempted
as Man, but He conquered as God

;
yea. He

bids us be of good cheer, for He has overcome
the world." He hungered—but He fed thou-

sands ;
^ yea. He is the Bread that giveth life,

and That is of heaven. He thirsted—but He
cried. If any man thirst, let him come unto

Me and drink.** Yea, He promised that foun-

S. Thomas Aquinas remarks that it is true, if by Man you under-
stand simply Human Nature, and not a Human Person ; in this

sense it was brought to pass that Man was God ; or in other
words Human Nature was made that of the Son of God. (Summa,
III., xvi., 7.)

o "If any does not admit Mary to be the Mother of God
[BeOTOKOv], he is separated from God. If any say that He passed
through the Virgin as through a conduit, and that He was not
formed in her both divinely and humanly (divinely, because with-
out a human father ; humanly, because in accordance with the
laws of gestation), he is in like manner atheistic. If any assert

that the Humanity was thus formed, and the Deity subsequently
added, he is condemned ; for this is not a generation of God, but
an evasion of generation" (S. G. N. ad Cled., Ep. i.). S. Thomas
Aquinas explains the fitness of the title thus: The Hlcssed Virgin

could be denied to be the Mother of God only if either His Hu-
manity had been conceived and born before That Man was the

Son of God ;—which was the position t.aken up by Photinus : or

else if the Humanity had not been assumed into the unitj' of the

Person (or Hypostasis) of the Son of God ;—which was the posi-

tion of Nestorius. lioth the.se positions are erroneous. Therefore
to deny that the Plessed Virgin is the Mother of God is heretical

(Summa, III., xxxv.,'4). Inthetext S. Gregorj- merely means that

the Godhead of our Lord was not derived from His Ulessed
Mother, just as his Manhood was not derived from any man ; but,

as the extract at the beginning of this Note shews, he would be
the last to take up the Nestorian notion, which was afterw.ards

condemned at the Council of Ephcsus.
/3 Both These, i.e., the being without Father, and without Mother

is a condition which belongs only to the Godhead.
y S. John the Baptist (S. Luke i.). S Luke ii. 41.

e Referring, perhaps, to the tradition that at the coming of
Christ into Egypt all the Idols in the land fell down and were
broken. 5 Isa. liii. 2. tj Ps. xlv. 2. SMatt. x-\-ii. 2.

( Matt. iii. 13 ; ix. 6. k John xvi, 33. A Ib.vi. 10. /i lb, vii. 37,
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tains should flow from them that beheve. He
was wearied, but He is the Rest of them that are

weary and heavy laden."* He was heavy with

sleep, but He walked lightly over the sea.^ He
rebuked the winds. He made Peter light as he

began to sink.v He pays tribute, but it is out

of a fish ;
^ yea, He is the King of those who

demanded it.'

He is called a Samaritan and a demoniac ;
^

—

but He saves him that came down from Jeru-

salem and fell among thieves ;
'' the demons

acknowledge Him, and He drives out demons,
and sinks in the sea legions of foul spirits,*

and sees the Prince of the demons falling like

lightning.' He is stoned, but is not taken.

He prays, but He hears prayer. He weeps,

but He causes tears to cease. He asks where
Lazarus was laid, for He was Man ; but He
raises Lazarus, for He was God." He is sold,

and very cheap, for it is only for thirty pieces

of silver ;
-^ but He redeems the world, and that

at a great price, for the Price was His own
blood.** As a sheep He is led to the slaughter,"

but He is the Shepherd of Israel, and now of

the whole world also. As a Lamb He is silent,

yet He is the Word, and is proclaimed by the

Voice of one crying in the wilderness. ^ He is

bruised and wounded, but He healeth every

disease and every infirmity. ° He is lifted up
and nailed to the Tree, but by the Tree of

Life He restoreth us
;

yea. He saveth even
the Robber crucified with Him ;

^ yea. He
wrapped the visible world in darkness. He is

given vinegar to drink mingled with gall.

Who ? He who turned the water into wine,P

who is the destroyer of the bitter taste, who
is Sweetness and altogether desire.*' He lays

down His life, but He has power to take

it again
;

'' and the veil is rent, for the mysteri-

ous doors of Heaven are opened ; the rocks are

cleft, the dead arise." He dies, but He gives

life, and by His death destroys death. He is

buried, but He rises again ; He goes down
into Hell, but He brings up the souls ; He
ascends to Heaven, and shall come again to

judge the quick and the dead, and to put to

the test such words as yours. If the one give

you a starting point for your error, let the

others put an end to it.

XXI. This, then, is our reply to those who
would puzzle us ; not given willingly indeed (for

light talk and contradictions of words are not
agreeable to the faithful, and one Adversary is

a M.itt. xi. 28.

8 lb. xvii. 24.
T) I.iike X. 30, etc.

K John xi. 43.
V Isa. liii. 7.

n I.ukc xxiii. 43.

T John X. 18.

lb. viii. 24.
t John xix. 19.
I.ukc viii. 28-33.

A M.-itt. xxvi. 15.

f John i. 23.

p John ii. i-ii.

V Matt, xxvii. 51.

y lb. xiv. 25, 30.

i lb. viii. 48.

I lb. X. 18.

IX I Pet. i. 19.

o Isa. liii. 23.

<rCant. v. 16.

enough for us), but of necessity, for the sake

of our assailants (for medicines exist because

of diseases), that they may bo led to see that

they are not all-wise nor invincible in those

superfluous arguments which make void the

(iospel. For when we leave off" believing,

and i)rotect ourselves by mere strength of

argument, and destroy the claim which tlie

Spirit has upon our faith by questionings, and
then our argument is not strong enough for

the importance of the subject (and this must

necessarily be the case, since it is put in

motion by an organ of so little j^ower as is our

mind), what is the result? The weakness of

the argument appears to belong to the mystery,

and thus elegance of language makes void the

Cross, as Paul also thought." For faith is that

which completes our argument. But may He
who proclaimeth unions and looseth those that

are bound, and who putteth into our minds to

solve the knots of their unnatural dogmas, if

it may be, change these men and make tlicm

faithful instead of rhetoricians, Christians in-

stead of that which they now are called.

This indeed we entreat and beg for Christ's

sake. Be ye reconciled to God,^ and quench

not the Spirit ; v or rather, may Christ be rec-

onciled to you, and may the Spirit enlighten

you, though so late. But if you are too fond

of your quarrel, we at any rate will hold

fast to the Trinity, and by the Trinity may
we be saved, remaining pure and without

offence, until the more perfect shewing forth

of that which we desire, in Him, Christ our

Lord, to Whom be the glory for ever.

Amen,

THE FOURTH THEOLOGICAL ORA-
TION, WHICH IS THE SECOND
CONCERNING THE SON.

I. Since I have by the power of the Spirit

sufficiently overthrown the subtleties and intri-

cacies of the arguments, and already solved in

the mass the objections and oppositions drawn

from Holy Scripture, with which these sacri-

legious robbers of the Bible and thieves of the

sense of its contents draw over the multitude

to their side, and confuse the way of truth
;

and that not without clearness, as I believe all

candid persons will say ; attributing to the

Deity the higher and diviner expressions, and

the lower and more human to Him Who for

us men was the Second Adam, and was God
made capable of suffering to strive against sin

;

a I Cor, i. 17. P 2 Cor. V. 20. y I Thcss. y. 19,
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yet we have not yet gone through the passages

in detail, because of the haste of our argu-

ment. But since you demand of us a brief

explanation of each of them, that you may not

be carried away by the plausibilities of their

arguments, we will therefore state the explana-

tions summarily, dividing them into numbers
for the sake of carrying them more easily in

mind.

II, In their eyes the following is only too

ready to hand " The Lord created me at the

beginning of His ways with a view to His

works." « How shall we meet this? Shall

we bring an accusation against Solomon, or

reject his former words because of his fall in

after-life? Shall we say that the words are

those of Wisdom herself, as it were of Knowl-
edge and the Creator-word, in accordance

with which all things were made? For

Scripture often personifies many even lifeless

objects ; as for instance, " The Sea said " '^ so

and so ; and, " The Depth saith. It is not in

me j " Y and '
' The Heavens declare the glory

of God ;" * and again a command is given to

the Sword ;
* and the Mountains and Hills are

asked the reason of their skipping. ^ We do
not allege any of these, though some of our

predecessors used them as powerful arguments.

But let us grant that the expression is used of

our Saviour Himself, the true Wisdom. Let

us consider one small point together. What
among all things that exist is unoriginate?

The Godhead. For no one can tell the origin

of God, that otherwise would be older than

God. But what is the cause of the Manhood,
which for our sake God assumed ? It was

surely our Salvation. What else could it be?
Since then we find here clearly both the

Created and the Begetteth Me, the argument

Is simple. Whatever we find joined with a

cause we are to refer to the Manhood, but all

that is absolute and unoriginate we are to

reckon to the account of His Godhead. Well,

then, is not this " Created " said in connection

with a cause? He created Me, it so says,

a Pi'ov. vili. 22. The A. V. has in this place Possessed, and this

has very high authority ; but the Hebrew Word in altnoBt every case
siKuifies to Acquire. It is used, says I5p. Wordswurtli (ad h. I.),

about eiglity times in the (). 'J"., and in only five jilaces is it ren-

dered in our Translation by Possess ;— in two of which (Gen. xiv.

lo, 22, and I's. c.\xxix. 13) it might well have the sense of Creating,
and in two (Jer. xxxii. 15, anj ><ech. xi, 5) of (letting. In some an-
cient Versions (I,XX. and Syr.) it is rendered by Create. .S. Je-
rome in his l'',p. ad Cypr. (ii. 697) says that the word may here be
understood of possession, but in his Comm. on Kphes. ii. ( p. 342)
he adopts tlie rendering Create, which he applies to the Incarna-
tion, as in several jilaccs does S. Athanasius. I'ut Wordsworth
thinks it better to apply the words to the Internal ("yeneration, as
S. Hilary expounds it (c. Arianos, who argued from it that Christ

was a creature): "ipiia l''iliiis Dei non corporalis iiarturilionis est

eenitus exempio, scd ex perfecto Deo perfectns Deus natus ; ct

idei) ait creatam se esse Sapientia ; omneni in gcneratione sua
notionem passiouis corporalis excludcns." /3 Is. xxiii. 4.

y Job xxviii. 14. S Vs. xix, t. * Zcch, xiii. 7. i I's, cxiv. 6,

a<5 the beginning of His ways, with a view
to his works. Now, the Works of His Hands
are verity and judgment ; " for whose sake

He was anointed with Godhead ; ^ for this

anointing is of the Manhood; but the "He
begetteth Me " is not connected with a cause

;

or it is for you to shew the adjunct. What
argument then will disprove that Wisdom is

called a creature, in connection with the lower

generation, but Begotten in respect of the first

and more incomprehensible ?

III. Next is the fact of His being called

Servant V and serving many well, and that it is

a great thing for Him to be called the Child of

God. For in truth He was in servitude to fle.sh

and to birth and to the conditions of our life

with a view to our liberation, and to that of all

those whom He has saved, who were in bond-
age under sin. What greater destiny can be-

fall man's himiility than that he should be inter-

mingled with God, and by this intermingling

should be deified,^ and that we should be so

visited by the Dayspring from on high,' that

even that Holy Thing that should be born

should be called the Son of the Highest,^ and
that there should be bestowed upon Him a

Name which is above every name ? And what
else can this be than God ?—and that every

knee should bow to Him That was made of no
reputation for \is, and That mingled the Form
of God with the form of a servant, and that

all the House of Israel should know that God
hath made Him both Lord and Christ ? ^ For
all this was done by the action of the Begot-

ten, and by the good pleasure of Him That
begat Him.

IV. Well, what is the second of their great

irresistible passages ? " He must reign," * till

such and such a time . . . and " be received

by heaven until the time of restitution," ' and
" have the seat at the Right Hand until the

overthrow of His enemies.
'

'
* But after this ?

Must He cease to be King, or be removed
from Heaven ? Why, Avho shall make Him
cease, or for what cause ? \Vhat a bold and
very anarchical interpreter you are ; and yet

you have heard that Of His Kingdom //icr(f

shall be no cnd.^ Your mistake arises from not

understanding that Until is not always exclu-

sive of that which comes after, but asserts up

to that time, without denying what comes

a Ps. CXI. 7. /S Ps. xlv. 7,

V Isa. xlix. 6 : llii. 11. The LXX. here mistranslates ; the Hebrew
and the Latin have the same word in all the passages quoted below,

while the T.XX. varies, as follows : Isa. xlii. i. jrotf. 19. jroiJej,

£oDAot. xliv. 2. Trai*. 21. n-oFj. xlviii. 29. fioCAo»'. xli.\._3. 6oCAo«.

5. SoDAoi'. 6. rraiSo. 7. hovKov. lii. 73. ttoi?. liii. 11. 5oi)Aevoi"To

5 .See Prolegomena, sec, ii. and 2 Pet. i. 4.
* Phil. ii. 9 t\ .Vets ii. 36. 9 1 Cor. xv. ,^^

K Ps. ex. I. \ Luke i. 33. Cf. Nic. Creed,

e I.uke i. 78.

i Phil. ii. 9° 1) .Vets ii. 36. 6 1 Cor. xv. 35.^^ } Acts iii, ai,
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after it. To take a single instance—how else

would you understand, " Lo, I am with you

always, even unto the end of the world ? " «

Does it mean that He will no longer be so

afterwards. And for what reason ? But this is

not the only cause of your error ; you also fail

to distinguish between the things that are signi-

fied. He is said to reign in one sense as the

Almighty King, both of the willing and the

unwilling ; but in another as producing in us

submission, and placing us under His Kingship

as willingly acknowledging His Sovereignty.

Of His Kingdom, considered in the former

sense, there shall be no end. 13ut in the second

sense, what end will there be ? His taking us

as His servants, on our entrance into a state

of salvation. For what need is there to Work
Submission in us when we have already sub-

mitted? After which He arises to judge the

earth, and to separate the saved from the lost.

After that He is to stand as God in the midst

of gods,P that is, of the saved, distinguishing

and deciding of what honour and of what

mansion each is worthy.

V. Take, in the next place, the subjection by

which you subject the Son to the Father. What,

you say, is He not now subject, or must He, if

He is God, be subject to God ? v You are fash-

ioning your argument as if it concerned some

robber, or some hostile deity. But look at it

in this manner : that as for my sake He was

called a curse, ^ Who destroyed my curse ; and

sin,* who taketh away the sin of the world

;

and became a new Adam ^ to take the place of

the old, just so He makes my disobedience

His own as Head of the whole body. As long

then as I am disobedient and rebellious, both

by denial of God and by my passions, so long

Christ also is called disobedient on my ac-

count. But wlien all things shall be subdued

unto Him on the one hand by acknowledg-

ment of Him, and on the other by a reforma-

tion, then He Himself also will have fulfilled

His submission, bringing me whom He has

saved to God. For this, according to my
view, is the subjection of Christ ; namely, the

fulfilling of the Father's Will. But as the

Son subjects all to the Father, so does the

Father to the Son ; the One by His Work,

the Other by His good pleasure, as we have

already said. And thus He Who subjects

presents to God that which he has subjected,

making our condition His own. Of the same

a Matt, xxv-iii. 20. /5 Ps. Ixxxii. i.

V S. Gregory would here shew that the siil)jertton of Christ of

which S. Paul speaks in the passage quoted, is that of the Head
of the Church, representing the members of His body. Cf. S. Am-
brose, de Fide V. vi., quoted by Petavius, dc Trin. IH. v. 1.

{ OaJ- iii. «3. ^a Cor. v. 31. « i Cor. xv. 43.

kind, it appears to me, is the expression, "My
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ? " '^

It was not He who was forsaken either by the

Father, or by His own Godhead, as some have

thought, as if It were afraid of the Passion,

and therefore withdrew Itself from Him in

His Sufferings (for who compelled Him either

to be born on earth at all, or to be lifted up
on the Cross ?) But as I said. He was in His

own Person representing us. For we were

the forsaken and despised before, but now by

the Sufferings of Him Who could not suffer,

we were taken up and saved. Similarly, He
makes His own our folly and our transgres-

sions ; and says what follows in the Psalm,

for it is very evident that the Twenty-first ^

Psalm refers to Christ.

VI. The same consideration applies to an-

other passage, <*He learnt obedience by the

things which He suffered, "v and to His
'' strong crying and tears," and His " Entrea-

ties," and His " being heard," and His " Re-

verence," all ofwhich He wonderfully wrought

out, like a drama whose plot was devised on

our behalf. For in His character of the Word
He was neither obedient nor disobedient. For

such expressions belong to servants, and in-

feriors, and the one applies to the better sort

of them, while the other belongs to those who
deserve punishment. But, in the character of

the Form of a Servant, He condescends to

His fellow servants, nay, to His servants, and

takes upon Him a strange form, bearing all

me and mine in Himself, that in Himself He
may exhaust the bad, as fire does wax, or as

the sun does the mists of earth ; and that I

may partake of His nature by the blending.

Thus He honours obedience by His action,

and proves it experimentally by His Passion.

For to possess the disposition is not enough,

just as it would not be enough for us, unless

we also proved it by our acts ; for action is

the proof of disposition.

And perhaps it would not be wrong to

assume this also, that by the art* of His love

for man He gauges our obedience, and measures

all by comparison with His own Sufferings, so

that He may know our condition by His own,

and how much is demanded of us, and how
much we yield, taking into the account, along

with our environment, our weakness also. For

if the Light shining through the veil « upon

the darkness, that is upon this life, was perse-

cuted by the other darkness (I mean, the Evil

a Ps. xxii. I. /S I.e. Ps. xxii. A. V. y Heb. v. 8, etc.

6 I,cuvenclavius translates "The art of this loviiigkindness

gauees,'' etc.
. . , . ...

e The Hencdicltiics render, " In darkness, that is, in this life,

because of the veil of the body."
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One and the 1 empter), how much more will the

darkness be pcrseculcd, as I icing weaker than it ?

And what marvel is it, that though He entirely

escaped, we have been, at any rate in part,

overtaken ? For it is a more wonderful thing

that He should have been chased than that we
should have been captured ;—at least to the

minds of all who reason aright on the subject.

I will add yet another passage to those I have

mentioned, because I think that it clearly

tends to the same sense. I mean "In that

He hath suffered being tempted. He is able

to succour them that are tempted."" But

God will be all in all in the time of restitution
;

not in the sense that the Father alone will Be
;

and the Son be wholly resolved into Him, like

a torch into a great pyre, from which it was

reft away for a little space, and then put back

(for I would not have even the Sabellians in-

jured ^ by such an expression) ; but the entire

Godhead . . . when we shall be no longer

divided (as we now are by movements and

passions), and containing nothing at all of

God, or very little, but shall be entirely like.

Vn. As your third point you count the Word
Greater ; v and as your fourth. To My God and

your God.^ And indeed, if He had been

called greater, and the word equal had not

occurred, this might perhaps have been a

point in their favour. But if we find both

words clearly used what will these gentlemen

have to say? How will it strengthen their

argument ? How will they reconcile the

irreconcilable? For that the same thing

should be at once greater than and equal

to the same thing is an impossibility; and

the evident solution is that the Greater refers

to origination, while the Equal belongs to the

Nature ; and this we acknowledge with much
good will. But perhaps some one else will

back tip our attack on your argument, and
assert, that That which is from such a Cause is

not inferior to that which has no Cause ; for it

would share the glory of the Unoriginate,

because it is from the Unoriginate. And
there is, besides, the Generation, which is to

all men a matter so marvellous and of such

Majesty. For to say that he is greater than

the Son considered as man, is true indeed, but

is no great thing. For what marvel is it if

God is greater than man ? Surely that is

enough to say in answer to their talk about

Greater.

Vni. As to the other passages, My God
would be used in respect, not of the Word, but

a Heb. ii. 18.

j3 The Hencdictines take Tropa ^OeipeaOoxrav in an active sense :

" I would not let even the Sabellians wrest such an expression."

y John xiv. 28 & lb., xx. 17.

of the Visible Word. For how could there be

a God of Him Who is properly God ? In the

same way He is Father, not of the Visible,

but of the Word ; for our Lord was of two
Natures ; so that one expre.ssion is used pro-

perly, the other improperly in each of the

two cases ; but exactly the opposite way to

their use in respect of us. For with respect

to us God is properly our God, but not pro-

perly our Father. And this is the cause of

the error of the Heretics, namely the joining

of these two Names, which are interchanged

because of the Union of the Natures. And an
indication of this is found in the fact that

wherever the Natures are distinguished in our

thoughts from one another, the Names are also

distinguished ; as you hear in Paul's words,
" The God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father

of Glory." " The God of Christ, but the Father

of glory. For although these two terms express

but one Person, yet this is not by a Unity of

Nature, but by a Union of the two. What
could be clearer ?

IX. Fifthly, let it be alleged that it is said of

Him that He receives life,^ judgment,v inheri-

tance of the Gentiles,^ or power over all flesh,*

or glory, f or disciples, or whatever else is men-
tioned. This also belongs to the Manhood

;

and yet if you were to ascribe it to the God-
head, it would be no absurdity. For you
would not so ascribe it as if it were newly ac-

quired, but as belonging to Him from the

beginning by reason of nature, and not as an

act of favour.

X. Sixthly, let it be asserted that it is writ-

ten, The Son can do nothing of Himself, but

what He seeth the Father do.'' The solu-

tion of this is as follows :—Can and Cannot are

not words with only one meaning, but have

many meanings. On the one hand they are

used sometimes in respect of deficiency of

strength, sometimes in respect of time, and

sometimes relatively to a certain object ; as

for instance, A Child cannot be an Athlete,

or, A Puppy cannot see, or fight with so and

so. Perhaps some day the child Avill be an

athlete, the puppy will see, will fight with that

other, though it may still be unable to fight

with Any other. Or again, they may be used

of that which is Generally true. For instance,

—A city that is set on a hill cannot be

hid ;
^ while yet it might possibly be hidden

by another higher hill being in a line with it.

Or in another sense they are used of a thing

which is not reasonable ; as, Can the Child-

ren of the Bridechamber fast while the

a Ephes. i. 17.

« John xvii. 2.

P John viii. 54.

i 2 Tet. i. 17, etc.

y John V. 22. S Ps. ii. 8.

>) John V. 19. 6 Matt, v, 14,
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Bridegroom is with them ;
» whether He be

considered as visible in bodily form (for the

time of His sojourning among us was not one

of mourning, but of gladness), or, as the

Word. For why should they keep a bodily

fast who are cleansed by the Word?^ Or,

again, they are used of that which is contrary

to the will; as in, He could do no mighty

works there because of their unbelief, y—i.e.

of those who should receive them. For

since in order to healing there is need of both

faith in the patient and power in the Healer,^

when one of the two failed the other was im-

possible. But probably this sense also is to

be referred to the head of the unreasonable.

For healing is not reasonable in the case of

those who would afterwards be injured by
unbelief. The sentence The world cannot

hate you,* comes under the same head, as

does also How can ye, being evil, speak

good things?^ For in what sense is either

impossible, except that it is contrary to the

will ? There is a somewhat similar meaning
in the expressions which imply that a thing

impossible by nature is possible to God if He
so wills ;

^ as that a man cannot be born a sec-

ond time,* or that a needle will not let a camel

through it." For what could prevent either of

these things happening, if God so willed ?

XI. And besides all this, there is the abso-

lutely impossible and inadmissible, as that

which we are now examining. For as we as-

sert that it is impossible for God to be evil, or

not to exist—for this would be indicative of

weakness in God rather than of strength—or for

the non-existent to exist, or for two and two
to make both four and ten,^ so it is impossi-

ble and inconceivable that the Son should do
anything that the Father doeth not.** For all

things that the Father hath are the Son's ;

"

and on the other hand, all that belongs to the

Son is the Father's. Nothing then is peculiar,

because all things are in common. For Their

Being itself is common and equal, even though
the Son receive it from the Father. It is in

respect of this that it is said I live by the

Father ;
f not as though His Life and Being

were kept together by the Father, but because

He has His Being from Him beyond all time,

and beyond all cause. But how does He see

the Father doing, and do likewise? Is it like

those who copy pictures and letters, because

they cannot attain the truth unless by looking

o Mark ii. 19. /3 John xv. 3. y Mark vi. 5.

i Note with the Benedictines that S. Gregory is here speaking
of our Lord alone, not of ordinary Physicians ; hence )ic uses the
singular. e John vii. 7. f Matt. xii. 34.

7) .Matt. xix. 26. 9 John iii. 4. k Matt. xix. 24.

X One M.S. reads " to be fourteen."

It, John V. 19. V lb. xvi. 15. f lb. vi. 57.

at the original, and being led by the hand by
it ? But how shall Wisdom stand in need of

a teacher, or be incapable of acting unless

taught ? And in what sense does the Father

"Do" in the present or in the past? Did
He make another world before this one, or is

He going to make a world to come ? And did

the Son look at that and make this ? Or will

He look at the other, and make one like it?

According to this argument there must be

Four worlds, two made by the Father, and
two by the Son. What an absurdity ! He
cleanses lepers, and delivers men from evil

spirits, and diseases, and quickens the dead,

and walks upon the sea, and does all His

other works ; but in what case, or when did

the Father do these acts before Him ? Is it

not clear that the Father impressed the ideas

of these same actions, and the Word brings

them to pass, yet not in slavish or unskilful

fashion, but with full knowledge and in a

masterly way, or, to speak more properly, like

the Father ? For in this sense I understand

the words that whatsoever is done by the

Father, these things doeth the Son likewise

;

not, that is, because of the likeness of the

things done, but in respect of the Authority.

This might well also be the meaning of the

passage which says that the Father worketh

hitherto and the Son also ; " and not only so but

it refers also to the government and preserva-

tion of the things which He has made ; as is

shewn by the passage which says that He
maketh His Angels Spirits,^ and that the

earth is founded upon its steadfastness (though

once for all these things were fixed and made)

and that the thunder is made firm and the

wind created. Y Of all these things the Word
was given once, but the Action is continuous

even now.
XII. Let them quote in the seventh place

that The Son came down from Heaven, not

to do His own Will, but the Will of Him
That sent Him.^ Well, if this had not been

said by Himself Who came down, we should

say that the phrase was modelled as issuing

from the Human Nature, not from Him who
is conceived of in His character as the Saviour,

for His Human Will cannot be opposed to

God, seeing it is altogether taken into God
;

but conceived of simply as in our nature,

inasmuch as the human will does not com-

pletely follow the Divine, but for the most part

struggles against and resists it. For we under-

stand in the same way the words. Father, if

a John V. 17. P Ps. civ. 4, s, LXX.
y cf. Amos iv. 13, where A. V. reads. He That formed the

mountains and created the wind,
fi John vi. 38.
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it be possi])Ie, let this cup pass from Me;
Nevertheless let not what I will but Thy
Will prevail." For it is not likely that He
did not know whether it was possible or not,

or that He would ojjjwse will to will. But

since, as this is the language of Him Who
assumed our Nature (for He it was Who came
down), and not of the Nature which He
assumed, we must meet the objection in this

way, that the passage does not mean that the

Son has a special will of His own, besides that

of the Father, but that He has not ; so that

the meaning would be, " not to do Mine own
Will, for there is none of Mine apart from,

but that which is common to. Me and Thee

;

for as We have one Godhead, so We have one

Will." ^ For many such expressions are used

in relation to this Community, and are ex-

pressed not positively but negatively; as, e.g.,

God giveth not the Spirit by measure,v for

as a matter of fact He does not give the Spirit

to the Son, nor does He measure It, for God
is not measured by God ; or again, Not my
transgression nor my sin.* The words are

not used because He has these things, but

because He has them not. And again. Not

for our righteousness which we have done,'

for we have not done any. And this mean-

ing is evident also in the clauses which fol-

low. For what, says He, is the Will of

My Father ? That everyone that believeth

on the Son should be saved, f and obtain the

final Resurrection. 1 Now is this the Will of

the Father, but not of the Son ? Or does He
preach the Gospel, and receive men's faith

against His will ? Who could believe that ?

Moreover, that passage, too, which says that

the Word which is heard is not the Son's ^ but

the Father's has the same force. For I cannot

see how that which is common to two can be

said to belong to one alone, however much I

consider it, and I do not think any one else

can. If then you hold this opinion con-

cerning the Will, you will be right and rev-

erent in your opinion, as I think, and as every

right-minded person thinks.

XIII. The eighth passage is, That they may
know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus

Christ Whom Thou hast sent ; " and There is

none good save one, that is, God.'^ The
solution of this appears to me very easy. For

a Matt. xxvi. 39.

P Observe tliat S. Gregory expressly limits this p.iraplirasc to

the Divine Nature of our Lord, and is not in any way denying

to Him a Human Will also;—indeed in the prcccdinj; sentence

he distinctly asserts it. 'J'lie wliole passage makes very strongly

a:^ainst the heresy of ApoUinarius, which adopted the Arian tenet

that in om- Lord the Divine L050S supplied the place of the human
soul. y Jolui iii. 34. fi ]"s. lix. 3.

€ Dan. ix. 18. ^ John vi. 40. i\ V. 1. Restoration.

John xiv. 24. K lb. xvii. 3. A Luke xviii. 19.

if you attribute this only to the Father, where
will you place the Very Truth? For if you
conceive in this manner of the meaning of

To the only wise God," or Who only hath

Immortality, Dwelling in the light which
no man can approach unto,^ or of to the

king of the Ages, immortal, invisible, and

only wise (iod,v then the Son has vanished

under sentence of death, or of darkness, or at

any rate condemned to be neither wise nor

king, nor invisible, nor Cod at all, which sums

uj) all these points. And how will you prevent

His Goodness, which especially belongs to

Cod alone, from jjerishing with the rest ? I,

however, think that the jjassage That they

may know Thee the only true God, was
said to overthrow those gods which are falsely

so called, for He would not have added and

Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent, if The
Only True God were contrasted with Him,
and the sentence did not proceed upon the

basis of a common Godhead. The ** None is

Good" meets the tempting Lawyer, who was

testifying to His Goodness viewed as Man.
For perfect goodness, He says, is God's alone,

even if a man is called perfectly good. As
for instance, A good man out of the good
treasure of his heart bringeth forth good
things.^ And, I will give the kingdom to

one who is good above Thee.* . . . Words
of God, speaking to Saul about David. Or
again, Do good, O Lord, unto the good^
. . . and all other like expressions concern-

ing those of us w4io are praised, upon whom
it is a kind of effluence from the Supreme
Good, and has come to them in a secondary

degree. It will be best of all if we can per-

suade you of this. But if not, what will you
say to the suggestion on the other side, that on
your hypothesis the Son has been called the

only God. In what passage ? Why, in this :

—This is your God ; no other shall be ac-

counted of in comparison with Him, and a

little further on, after this did He shew
Himself upon earth, and conversed with

men.i This addition proves clearly that the

words are not used of the Father, but of the

Son ; for it was He Who in bodily form com-
panied with us, and was in this lower world.

Now, if we should determine to take these

words as said in contrast with the Father, and

not with the imaginary gods, we lose the

Father by the very terms which we were press-

ing against the Son. And what could be more
disastrous than such a victory ?

XIV. Ninthly, they allege, seeing He ever

a I Tim. i. 17. /3 lb. vi. 16. y lb. i. 17. 8 Mat. xii. 35.

c I Sara. XV, s8. ^ Ps. cx.xv. ^ >) baruch iii. 35, 37.
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liveth to make intercession for ns." O, how
beautiful and mystical and kind. For to

intercede does not imply to seek for ven-

geance, as is most men's way (for in that there

would be something of humiliation'), but it is

to plead for us by reason of His Mediatorship,

just as the Spirit also is said to make interces-

sion for us.^ For there is One God, and One
Mediator between God and Man, the Man
Christ Jesus. V For He still pleads even now
as Man for my salvation ; for He continues

to wear the Eody which He a.ssumcd, until He
make me God by the i)ower of His Incarna-

tion ; although He is no longer known after

the flesh *—I mean, the passions of the flesh,

the same, except sin, as ours. Thus too, we
have an Advocate,* Jesus Christ, not indeed

prostrating Himself for us before the Father,

and falling down before Him in slavish fash-

ion . . . Away with a suspicion so truly

slavish and unworthy of the Spirit ! For
neither is it seemly for the Father to require

this, nor for the Son to submit to it ; nor is it

just to think it of God. But by what He suf-

fered as Man, He as the Word and the Coun-
sellor persuades Him to be patient. I think

this is the meaning of His Advocacy.
XV. Their tenth objection is the ignorance,

and the statement that Of the last day and hour

knoweth no man, not even the Son Himself,

but the Father, f And yet how can Wisdom be

ignorant of anything— that is, Wisdom Who
made the worlds, Who perfects them. Who re-

models them. Who is the Limit of all things

that were made. Who knoweth the things of

God as the spirit of a man knows the things

that are in him ? i For what can be more per-

fect than this knowledge? How then can

you say that all things before that hour He
knows accurately, and all things that are to

happen about the time of the end, but of the

hour itself He is ignorant? For such a thing

would be like a riddle; as if one were to say

that he knew accurately all that was in front

of the wall, but did not know the wall itself;

or that, knowing the end of the day, he did
not know the beginning of the night— where
knowledge of the one necessarily brings in the

other. Thus everyone must see that He
knows as God, and knows not as Man ;— if

one may separate the visible from that which
is discerned by thought alone. For the ab-

solute and unconditioned use of the Name
" The Son " in this passage, without the addi-

tion of whose Son, gives us this thought, that

a Heb. vii. 25.
S 2 Cor. V. 16.

i Mark xiii. 32.

Rom. viii, 26. y 1 Tim.
« I John ii. I.

r) I Cur. ii. 11.

ii. 5.

we are to understand the ignorance in the most

reverent sense, by attributing it to the Man-
hood, and not to the Godhead.

XVI. If then this argument is sufficient, let

us stop here, and not cncpiire further. But if

not, our second argument is a.s follows :—Just as

we do in all other instances, so let us refer His
knowledge of the greatest events, in honour
of the Father, to The Cause. And I think

that anyone, even if he did not read it in the

way that one of our own Students* did,

would soon perceive that not even the Son
knows the day or hour otherwise than as the

Father does. For what do we conclude from

this ? That since the Father knows, therefore

also does the Son, as it is evident that this

cannot be known or comprehended by any
but the First Nature. There remains for us to

interpret the passage about His receiving com-
mandment, ^ and having kept His Command-
ments, and done always those things that

l^lease Him ; and further concerning His being

made perfect, v and His exaltation,* and His
learning obedience by the things which He
suffered ; and also His High Priesthood, and
His Oblation, and His Betrayal, and His

prayer to Him That was able to save Him
from death, and His Agony and Bloody Sweat

and Prayer,^ and such like things ; if it were
not evident to every one that such words are

concerned, not with That Nature Which is

unchangeable and above all capacity of suffer-

ing, but with the passible Humanity. This,

then, is the argument concerning these objec-

tions, so far as to be a sort of foundation and
memorandum for the use of those who are

better able to conduct the enquiry to a more
complete working out. It may, however, be

worth while, and will be consistent with what
has been already said, instead of passing over

without remark the actual Titles of the Son
(there are many of them, and they are con-

cerned with many of His Attributes), to set

before you the meaning of each of them, and

to point out the mystical meaning of the

names.

XVII. We will begin thus. The Deity can-

not l)c expressed in words. And this is proved

to us, not only by argument, but by the wisest

and most ancient of the Hebrews, so far as

they have given us reason for conjecture.

For they appropriated certain characters to

the honour of the Deity, and would not even

allow the name of anything inferior to God to

be written with the same letters as that of

oKlias thinks that the great S. Uasil is here referred to. Pctavius

thinks the first argument of c. xvi. forced and imsntisfactory.

P John xii. 49. y Heb. v. 7, etc. S Phil. ii. 9. « I.iike xii. 44.
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God, because to their minds it was improper

that the Deity should even to that extent ad-

mit any of His creatures to a share with Him-
self. How then could they have admitted

that the invisible and separate Nature can be

explained by divisible words? For neither

has any one yet breathed the whole air, nor

has any mind entirely comprehended, or

speech exhaustively contained the Being of

God. But we sketch Him by His Attributes,

and so obtain a certain faint and feeble and

partial idea concerning Him, and our best

Theologian is he who has, not indeed discov-

ered the whole, for our present chain does not

allow of our seeing the whole, but conceived

of Him to a greater extent than another, and

gathered in himself more of the Likeness or

adumbration of the Truth, or whatever we
may call it.

XVIII. As far then as we can reach, He
Who Is, and God, are the special names of His

Essence ; and of these especially He Who Is,

not only because when He spake to Moses in

the mount, and Moses asked what His Name
was, this was what He called Himself, bidding

him say to the people " I Am hath sent me," "

but also because we find that this Name is the

more strictly appropriate. For the Name ©eog

(God), even if, as those who are skilful in these

matters say, it were derived from ©e'eiv ^ (to

run) or from AlOeiv (to blaze), from continual

motion, and because He consumes evil condi-

tions of things (from which fact He is also

called A Consuming Fire),v would still be one

of the Relative Names, and not an Absolute

one ; as again is the case with Lord,* which

also is called a name of God. I am the

Lord Thy God, He says, that is My name ;
*

and. The Lord is His name.^ But we are en-

quiring into a Nature Whose Being is absolute

and not into Being bound up with something

else. But Being is in its proper sense pecu-

liar to God, and belongs to Him entirely, and

is not limited or cut short by any Before or

After, for indeed in him there is no past or

future.

XIX. Of the other titles, some are evidently

o Exod. iii. 14.

P Tlie derivation of ©eds from ©e'etw (to run) is given by
Plato (Crat., 397c). That from AlBtiv (to blaze) is found also in

S. John damascene (De Fide Orth., I., 12), who however may
have borrowed it from S. Gregory, or from the source whence the
latter took it. S. Athanasius also admits it (r>e Dcfin., 11). Other
definitions are, according to Suicer, (i) SeaaOai (to see), e. g.

Greg. Nyss. in Cant. Horn., V. (2) Qeupelv (to contemplate),
Atlian. (Juaest Misc.,Qu. XI. ,060? Xe'yerai orrb to Oeuipelvra iravTa,

oiocel fleuipb? xaX Seos, r^yovv 6edTt)<; navnav. (3) TtSe'vai (to

place), Clem., Al. Strom., 1. s. fin., Sebs trapa rrji' Oeaiv tlprjTai.

y Deut. iv. 24.

Lord (Kupios) is simply the LXX. rendering of the word
which in reading Hebrew is substituted for the Ineffable Name.
Thus in the passages quoted, had the original language been
used, the Four-Lettered Name would have appeared.

e Isa. xlii. 8. i Amos, ix, 6,

names of His Authority, others of His Gov-
ernment of the world, and of this viewed un-

der a twofold aspect, the one before the other

in the. Incarnation. For instance the Al-

mighty, the King of Glory, or of The Ages, or

of The Powers, or of The Beloved, or of

Kings. Or again the Lord of Sabaoth, that

is of Hosts, or of Powers, or of Lords ; these

are clearly titles belonging to His Author-

ity. But the God either of Salvation or of

Vengeance, or of Peace, or of Righteousness ;

or of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and of all the

spiritual Israel that seeth God,—these belong

to His Government. For since we are gov-

erned by these three things, the fear of pun-

ishment, the hope of salvation and of glory

besides, and the practice of the virtues by
,

which these are attained, the Name of the God
of Vengeance governs fear, and that of the

God of Salvation our hope, and that of the

God of Virtues our practice ; that whoever at-

tains to any of these may, as carrying God in

himself, press on yet more unto perfection,

and to that affinity which arises out of virtues.

Now these are Names common to the God-
head, but the Proper Name of the Unoriginate

is Father, and that of the unoriginately Be-

gotten is Son, and that of the unbegottenly

Proceeding or going forth is The Holy Ghost.

Let us proceed then to the Names of the Son,

which were our starting point in this part of

our argument.

XX. In my opinion He is called Son because

He is identical with the Father in Essence ; and
not only for this reason, but also because He
is Of Him. And He is called Only-Begotten,

not because He is the only Son and of the

Father alone, and only a Son ; but also be-

cause the manner of His Sonship is peculiar to

Himself and not shared by bodies. And He
is called the Word, because He is related to

the Father as Word to Mind ; not only on
account of His passionless Generation, but al-

so because of the Union, and of His declara-

tory function. Perhaps too this relation

might be compared to that between the Defini-

tion and the Thing defined " since this also is

called Aoyos.^ For, it says, he that hath mental

perception of the Son (for this is the meaning
of Hath Seen) hath also perceived the Father ; y

and the Son is a concise demonstration and
easy setting forth of the Father's Nature. For
every thing that is begotten is a silent word
of him that begat it. And if any one should

say that this Name was given Him because

a Of the oration on Christmas Tlay, where He is called 6 Toi5

noTpbs opof Koi \6yoy, and see Note there.

P Ratio (relation ; somelinics reason) Sermo (discourse) and
Vcrbum (Word) arc all renderings of Aoyoj. y John xiv. 9.
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He exists in all things that are, he would not

be wrong. For what is there that consists

but by the word ? He is also called Wisdom,
as the Knowledge of things divine and human.

For how is it possible that He Who made all

things should be ignorant of the reasons of

what He has made ? And Power, as the Sus-

tainer of all created things, and the Furnisher

to them of power to keep themselves together.

And Truth, as being in nature One and not

many (for truth is one and falsehood is mani-

fold), and as the pure Seal of the Father and

His most unerring Impress. And the Image
as of one substance with Him, and because He
is of the Father, and not the Father of Him.
For this is of the Nature of an Image, to be

the reproduction of its Archetype, and of that

whose name it bears ; only that there is more
here. For in ordinary language an image is

a motionless representation of that which has

motion ; but in this case it is the living repro-

duction of the Living One, and is more exact-

ly like than was Seth to Adam,* or any son to

his father. For such is the nature of simple

Existences, that it is not correct to say of them
that they are Like in one particular and Unlike

in another ; but they are a complete resem-

blance, and should rather be called Identical

than Like. Moreover he is called Light as being

the Brightness of souls cleansed by word and
life. For if ignorance and sin be darkness,

knowledge and a godly life will be Light.

. And He is called Life, because He is

Light, and is the constituting and creating Pow-
er of every reasonable soul. For in Him we
live and move and have our being,^ according

to the double power of that Breathing into us
;

for we were all inspired by Him with breath,

v

and as many of us as were capable of it, and
in so far as we open the mouth of our mind,
with God the Holy Ghost. He is Righteous-

ness, because He distributes according to that

which we deserve, and is a righteous Arbiter

both for those who are under the Law and for

those who are under Grace, for soul and body,

so that the former should rule, and the latter

obey, and the higher have supremacy over the

lower ; that the worse may not rise in rebel-

lion against the better. He is Sanctification,

as l)eing Purity, that the Pure may be con-

tained by Purity. And Redemption, because

He sets us free, who were held captive under
sin, giving Himself a Ransom for us, the Sacri-

fice to make expiation for the world. And Re-
surrection, because He raises up from hence,

and brings tolife again us,who were slain bysin.

o Gen. V. 3,

VOL. VII.

|3 Acts xvii. 28. y Gen. ii. 7,

XXI. These names however are sdll com-
mon to Him Who is above us, and to Hun Who
came for our sake. But others are peculiarly

our own, and belong to that nature which He
assumed. So He is called Man, not only that

through His Body He may be apprehended
by embodied creatures, whereas otherwise this

would be impossible because of His incom-
prehensible nature ; but also that by Himself
He may sanctify humanity, and be as it were
a leaven to the whole lump ; and by uniting

to Himself that which was condemned may
release it from all condemnation, becoming
for all men all things that we are, except sin

;—body, soul, mind and all through which
death reaches—and thus He became Man,
who is the combination of all these ; God in

visible form, because He retained that which
is perceived by mind alone. He is Son of

Man, both on account of Adam, and of the

Virgin from Whom He came ; from the one
as a forefather, from the other as His Mother,

both in accordance with the law of generation,

and apart from it. He is Christ, because of

His Godhead. For this is the Anointing of

His Manhood, and does not, as is the case

with all other Anointed Ones, sanctify by its

action, but by the Presence in His Fulness of

the Anointing One ; the effect of which is

that That which anoints is called Man, and
makes that which is anointed God. He is

The Way, because He leads us through Him-
self; The Door, as letting us in ; the Shepherd,

as making us dwell in a place of green pas-

tures," and bringing us up by waters of rest,

and leading us there, and protecting us from

wild beasts, converting the erring, bringing

back that which was lost, binding up that

which was broken, guarding the strong, and
bringing them together in the Fold beyond,
with words of pastoral knowledge. The Sheep,

as the Victim : The Lamb, as being perfect

:

the Highpriest, as the Offerer ; Melchisedec,

as without Mother in that Nature which is

above us, and without Father in ours ; and
without genealogy above (for who, it says,

shall declare His generation ?) and moreover,

as King of Salem, which means Peace, and
King of Righteousness, and as receiving tithes

from Patriarchs, when they prevail over

powers of evil. They are the titles of the

Son. Walk through them, those that are

lofty in a godlike manner ; those that belong

to the body in a manner suitable to them ; or

rather, altogether in a godlike manner, that

thou mayest become a god, ascending from

a Ps. xxiii. 3.
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below, for His sake Who came down from on
high for ours. In all and above all keep to

this, and thou shalt never err, either in the

loftier or the lowlier names
; Jesus Christ is

the Same yesterday and to-day in the Incar-

nation, and in the Spirit for ever and ever.

Amen.

THE FIFTH THEOLOGICAL ORA-
TION.

On The Holy Spirit.

I. Such then is the account of the Son, and
in this manner He has escaped those who would
stone Him, passing through the midst of them."

For the Word is not stoned, but casts stones

when He pleases; and uses a sling against

wild beasts—that is, words—approaching the

Mount ^ in an unholy way. But, they go on,

what have you to say about the Holy Ghost ?

From whence are you bringing in upon us this

strange God, of Whom Scripture is silent ?

And even they who keep within bounds as to

the Son speak thus. And just as we find in

the case of roads and rivers, that they split off

from one another and join again, so it hap-

pens also in this case, through the superabund-

ance of impiety, that people who differ in all

other respects have here some points of agree-

ment, so that you never can tell for certain

either Avhere they are of one mind, or where
they are in conflict.

II. Now the subject of the Holy Spirit pre-

sents a special difficulty, not only because when
these men have become weary in their dispu-

tations concerning the Son, they struggle with

greater heat against the Spirit (for it seems to

be absolutely necessary for them to have some
object on which to give expression to their

impiety, or life would appear to them no
longer worth living), but further because we
ourselves also, being worn out by the multi-

tude of their questions, are in something of the

same condition with men who have lost their

appetite ; who having taken a dislike to some
particular kind of food, shrink from all food

;

so we in like manner have an aversion from
all discussions. Yet may the Spirit grant it

to us, and then the discourse will proceed,

and God will be glorified. AVell then, we
will leave to others v who have worked upon
this subject for us as vvcll as for themselves, as

we have worked upon it for tliem, the task of

examining carefiilly and distinguishing in how

a LiiVe iv. zq. 30. fS Kxod. xix. 13.

y li.g. S. 15asil aiul S. Gregory of Nyssa.

many senses the word Spirit or the word Holy
is used and understood in Holy Scripture,

with the evidence suitable to such an enquiry;

and of shevv'ing how besides these the com-
bination of the two words—I mean, Holy
Spirit—is used in a peculiar sense; but we
will apply ourselves to the remainder of the

subject.

III. They then who are angry with us on
the grotnid that we are bringing in a strange

or interpolated God, viz. :—the Holy Ghost,

and who fight so very hard for the letter,

should know that they are afraid where no
fear is ; " and I would have them clearly under-

stand that their love for the letter is but a

cloak for their impiety, as shall be shewn later

on, when we refute their objections to the ut-

most of our power. But we have so much
confidence in the Deity of the Spirit Whom
we adore, ^ that we will begin our teaching

concerning His Godhead by fitting to Him
the Names which belong to the Trinity, even
though some persons may think us too bold.

The Father was the True Light which light-

eneth every man coming into the world.

The Son was the True Light which lighten-

eth every man coming into the world. The
Other Comforter was the True Light which
lighteneth every man coming into the world.

v

Was and Was and Was, but Was One Thing.
Light thrice repeated ; but One Light and
One God. This was what David represented

to himself long before when he said. In Thy
Light shall we see Light.* And now we have
both seen and proclaim concisely and simply

the doctrine * of God the Trinity, compre-
hending out of Light (the Father), Light (the

Son), in Light (the Holy Ghost). He that

rejects it, let him reject it ; ^ and he that

doetli iniquity, let him do iniquity ; we pro-

claim that which we have understood. We
will get us up into a high mountain,'' and
will shout, if we be not heard, below ; Ave

will exalt the Spirit ; we will not be afraid
;

or if we are afraid, it shall be of keeping

silence, not of proclaiming.

IV. If ever there was a time when the Father

was not, then there was a time Avhen the Son
was not. If ever there was a time when the

Son was not, then there was a time when the

Spirit was not. If the One was from the be-

ginning, then the Three were so too. If you

a Ps. liii. 5.

j5 rrpeaPevtiv is not commonly used in this sense, but there are
classical instances of it (e.g. yEsch. Choeph., 48S: Soph,, Tr.ich.,

1065, and it occurs ,^lso in Plato), and this is the sense m which
it is here rendered by Liillius : but a X. L. of some .MSS. gives the

meaning, whose cause we arc jileading, whi( h is :\ move Treqiient

use of the word. y John i. 9, 5 Ps. x.vxvi, 9.

« Al. The Confession. i Isa. x.\i. 2. i) lb. xl. 9.
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throw down the One, I am bold to assert that

you do not set up the other Two. For what
profit is there in an imperfect Godhead? Or
rather, what Godhead can there be if It is not

perfect ? And liow can that be perfect which
lacks something of perfection ? And surely

there is something lacking if it hath not the

Holv, and how would it have this if it \\ere

without the Spirit? For either holiness is

something different from Him, and if so let

some one tell me what it is concei\ed to be

;

or if it is the same, how is it not from the be-

ginning, as if it were better for God to be at

one time imperfect and apart from the Spirit ?

If He is not from the beginning, He is in the

same rank with myself, even though a little

before me ; for we are both parted from God-
head by time. If He is in the same rank

with myself, how can He make me God, or

join me with Godhead ?

\'. Or rather, let me reason with you about

Him from a somewhat earlier point, for we
have already discussed the Trinity. The Sad-

ducees altogether denied the existence of the

Holy Spirit, just as they did that of Angels

and the Resurrection ; rejecting, I know not

upon what ground, the important testimonies

concerning Him in the Old Testament. And
of the Greeks those who are more inclined to

speak of God, and who approach nearest to us,

have formed some conception of Him, as it

seems to me, though they have differed as to

His Name, and have addressed Him as the

Mind of the World, or the External Mind, and
the like. But of the wise men amongst our-

selves, some have conceived of him as an Ac-
tivity, some as a Creature, some as God; and
some have been uncertain which to call Him,
out of reverence for Scripture, they say, as

though it did not make the matter clear either

way. And therefore they neither worship

Him nor treat Him with dishonour, but take

up a neutral position, or rather a very misera-

ble one, with respect to Him. And of those

who consider Him to be God, some are or-

thodox in mind only, while others venture

to be so with the lips also. And I have

heard of some who are even more clever, and
measure Deity ; and these agree with us that

there are Three Conceptions ; but they have
separated these fronx one another so com-
pletely as to make one of them infinite both

in essence and power, and the second in

power but not in essence, and the third cir-

cumscribed in both ; thus imitating in another

way those who call them the Creator, the

Co-operator, and the Minister, and consider

that the same order and dignity which be-

longs to these names is also a sequence in the

facts.

VI. But we cannot enter into any discussion

with those who do not even believe in His

existence, nor with the Greek babblers (for

we would not be enriched in our argument
with the oil of sinners).* With the others,

however, we will argue thus. The Holy
Ghost must certainly be conceived of either

as in the category of the Self-existent, or as in

that of the things which are contemplated in

another ; of which classes those who are

skilled in such matters call the one Substance

and the other Accident. Now if He were an

Accident, He would be an Activity of God,
for what else, or of whom else, could He be,

for surely this is what most avoids composition?

And if He is an Activity, He will be effected,

but will not effect and will cease to exist

as soon as He has been effected, for this is the

nature of an Activity. How is it then that

He acts and says such and such things, and
defines, and is grieved, and is angered, and
has all the qualities which belong clearly to

one that moves, and not to movement ? But

if He is a Substance and not an attribute

of Substance, He will be conceived of

either as a Creature of God, or as God. For
anything between these two, whether having

nothing in common with either, or a com-
pound of both, not even they who invented

the goat-stag could imagine. Now, if He is

a creature, how do we believe in Him, how
are we made perfect in Him ? For it is not the

same thing to believe in a thing and to be-

lieve ABOUT it. The one belongs to Deity,

the other to— any thing. But if He is

God, then He is neither a creature, nor a

thing made, nor a fellow servant, nor any of

these lowly appellations.

VII. There—the word is with you. Let the

slings be let go ; let the syllogism be woven.

Either He is altogether Unbegotten, or else He
is Begotten. If He is Unbegotten, there are

two Unoriginates. If he is Begotten, you must

make a further subdivision. He is so either

by the Father or by the Son. And if by the

Father, there are two Sons, and they are

Brothers. And you may make them twins if

you like, or the one older and the other

younger, since you are so very fond of the

bodily conceptions. But if by the Son, then

such a one will say, we get a glimpse of a

Grandson God, than which nothing could

be more absurd. For my part however, if I

saw the necessity of the diati notion, I should

a Ps. cxli. 5.

Z 2
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have acknowledged the facts without fear of

the names. For it does not follow that be-

cause the Son is the Son in some higher rela-

tion (inasmuch as we could not in any other

way than this point out that He is of God and
Consubstantial), it would also be necessary to

think that all the names of this lower world

and of our kindred should be transferred to

the Godhead. Or may be you would con-

sider our God to be a male, according to the

same arguments, because he is called God
and Father, and that Deity is feminine, from

the gender of the word, and Spirit neuter, be-

cause It has nothing to do with generation
;

But if you would be silly enough to say, with

the old myths and fables, that God begat the

Son by a marriage with His own Will, we
should be introduced" to the Hermaphrodite

god of Marcion and Valentinus^ who imag-

ined these newfangled ^Eons.

VIII. But since we do not admit your first

division, which declares that there is no mean
between Begotten and Unbegotten, at once,

along with your magnificent division, away
go your Brothers and your Grandsons, as

when the first link of an intricate chain is

broken they are broken with it, and disap-

pear from your system of divinity. For, tell

me, what position will you assign to that

which Proceeds, which has started up between

the two terms of your division, and is intro-

duced by a better Theologian than you, our

Saviour Himself? Or perhaps you have taken

that word out of your Gospels for the sake of

your Third Testament, The Holy Ghost,

which proceedeth from the Father ; y Who,
inasmuch as He proceedeth from That Source,

is no Creature ; and inasmuch as He is not Be-

gotten is no Son ; and inasmuch as He is be-

tween the Unbegotten and the Begotten is God.
And thus escaping the toils of your syllogisms.

He has manifested himself as God, stronger

than your divisions. What then is Procession ?

Do you tell me what is the Unbegottenness of

the Father, and I will explain to you the

physiology of the Generation of the Son and

a Irenseus, I., 6.

P It would seem that S. Gregory commonly confused Marcion
with Marcus, one of the leaders of the Gnostic School of Valentinus.
In another place he speaks of the TKons of Marcion and Valen-
tinus, evidently meaning Marcus; for the system of Marcion is

characterized by an entire absence of any theory of Emanations
(^Kons). Similarly there is no trace in Marcion of this notion
of a hermaphrodite Deity, but there is something very like it in

the account of Marcus given by S. Irenseus.

•y John XV. 26. " It did not fall within this Father's (Greg. Naz.)
province to develop the doctrine of the Procession. He is content
to shew that the .Spirit was not Generated, seeing that according to

Christ's own teaching He Proceeds from the Father. The question
of His relation to the Son is alien to S. Gregory Nazianzen's pur-
pose ; nor does it seem to have once been raised in the great batUe
between Arianism and Catholicity which was fought out at Con-
stantinople during Gregory's Episcopate" (Swete on the Proces-
sion, p. 107).

the Procession of the Spirit, and we shall both

of us be frenzy-stricken for prying into the

mystery of Cxod.'' And who are we to do these

things, we who cannot even see what lies at

our feet, or number the sand of the sea, or the

drops of rain, or the days of Eternity, much
less enter into the Depths of God, and supply

an account of that Nature which is so un-

speakable and transcending all words ?

IX. What then, say they, is there lacking to

the Spirit which prevents His being a Son, for

if there were not something lacking He would
be a Son ? We assert that there is nothing
lacking—for God has no deficiency. But the

difference of manifestation, if I may so express

myself, or rather of their mutual relations

one to another, has caused the difference of

their Names. For indeed it is not some de-

ficiency in the Son which prevents His being

Father (for Sonship is not a deficiency), and
yet He is not Father. According to this line

of argument there must be some deficiency in

the Father, in respect of His not being Son.

For the Father is not Son, and yet this is not

due to either deficiency or subjection of Es-

sence ; but the very fact of being Unbegotten
or Begotten, or Proceeding has given the

name of Father to the First, of the Son to the

Second, and of the Third, Him of Whom we
are speaking, of the Holy Ghost that the dis-

tinction of the Three Persons may be pre-

served in the one nature and dignity of the

Godhead. For neither is the Son Father, for

the Father is One, but He is what the Father

is ; nor is the Spirit Son because He is of

God, for the Only-begotten is One, but He is

what the Son is. The Three are One in God-
head, and the One Three in properties ; so

that neither is the Unity a Sabellian one,^ nor

a Ecchis i. 2.

P Sabellius, who taught at Rome during the Pontificate of Cal-
listus, was by far the most important heresiarch of his period, and
his opinions by far the most dangerous. While strongly empha-
sizing the fundamental doctrine of the Divine Unity, he also
admitted in terms a Trinity, but his Trinity was not tliat of the
Catholic dogma, for he represented it as only a threefold manifes-
tation of the one Divine Essence. The Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost are in his view only temporary phaenomena, which fulfil

their mission, and then return into the abstract Monad. Dr Schaft'

(Hist, of the Church, Ante-Nicene Period, p. 582) gives the follow-

ing concise account of his teaching :

"The unity of God, without distinction in itself, unfolds or
extends itself in the course of the word's development, in three
diffcient forms and periods of revelation, and after the completion
of redemption returns into Unity. The Father reveals Himself in

the giving of the Law or the Old Testament Economy (not in the
creation also, which in his view precedes the Trinitarian revela-

tion) ; the Son in the Incarnation ; the Holy Ghost in inspiration ;

the revelation of the Son ends with the Ascension : that of the
Spirit goes on in generation and sanctification. He illustrates the
Trinitarian revelation by comparing the Father to the disc of the
siui, the Son to its enlightening power, the Spirit to its warming
intluence. He is also said to have likened the Father to the body,
the Son to the soul, the Holy Ghost to the spirit of man : but this

is unworthy of his evident speculative discrimination. His view
of the Logos too is peculiar. The Logos is not identical with
the .Son, but is the Munad itself in its transition to Triad ; that is,

God conceived as vital motion and creating principle ; the Speak-
ing God, as distinguished from the Silent God. Each Person (or
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does the Trinity countenance the present evil

distinction.

X. Wliat then? Is the Spirit God? Most
certainly. Well then, is He Consubstantial ?

Yes, if He is God. Grant me, says my op-

])onent, that there spring from the same
Source One who is a Son, and One who is

not a Son, and these of One Substance with

the Source, and I admit a God and a God.
Nay, if you will grant me that there is another

God and another nature of God I will give

you the same Trinity with the same name and
facts. But since God is One and the Supreme
Nature is One, how can I present to you the

Likeness ? Or will you seek it again in lower

regions and in your own surroundings? It is

very shameful, and not only shameful, but

very foolish, to take from things below a

guess at things above, and from a fluctuat-

ing nature at the things that are unchanging,
and as Isaiah says, to seek the Living among
the dead." But yet I will try, for your sake,

to give you some assistance for your argument,

even from that source. I think I will pass

over other points, though I might bring for-

ward many from animal history, some gener-

ally known, others only known to a kw, of

what nature has contrived with wonderful

art in connection with the generation of ani-

mals. For not only are likes said to beget

likes, and things diverse to beget things di-

verse, but also likes to be begotten by things

diverse, and things diverse by likes. And if

we may believe the story, there is yet another

mode of generation, when an animal is self-

consumed and self-begotten.^ There are also

creatures which depart in some sort from their

true natures, and undergo change and trans-

formation from one creature into another, by
a magnificence of nature. And indeed some-
times in the same species part may be gener-

ated and part not ; and yet all of one sub-

stance ; which is more like our present subject.

I will just mention one fact of our own nature

which every one knows, and then I will pass

on to another part of the subject.

XI. What was Adam ? A creature of God.
What then was Eve ? A fragment of the creat-

ure. And what was Seth ? The begotten of

both. Does it then seem to you that Creature

and Fragment and Begotten are the same
thing? Of course it does not. But were not

these persons consubstantial ? Of course they

Aspect—the word is ambiguous) is another Utterinp; ; .nn'l the
Three Persons tojetlier arc only successive cvolulions of the

Logos, or worM-wanl aspect of the Divine Nature. As the Logos
procecdc:! fnm f lod, so He at last returns into Him, and the pro-

fess of Trinitarian development closes."

a Isa. viii. t'j. P i.e. the Phoenix. Ildt., ii. 37.

' were. Well then, here it is an acknowledged
fact that different persons may have the same
substance. I say this, not that I would attri-

bute creation or fraction or any property of

body to the Godhead (let none of your con-

tenders for a word be down upon me again),

but that I may contemplate in these, as on a

stage, things which are objects of thought
alone. For it is not possible to trace out any
image exactly to the whole extent of the truth.

But, they say, what is the meaning of all this?

For is not the one an offspring, and the other

a something else of the One? Did not both

Eve and Seth come from the pne Adam ?

And were they both begotten by him ? No
;

but the one was a fragment of him, and the

other was begotten by him. And yet the two
were one and the same thing ; both were hu-
man beings ; no one will deny that. Will you
then give up your contention against the

Spirit, that He must be either altogether be-

gotten, or else cannot be consubstantial, or be
God ; and admit from human examples the

possibility of our position ? I think it will be

well for you, unless you are determined to be
very quarrelsome, and to fight against what is

proved to demonstration.

XII. But, he says, who in ancient or modern
times ever worshipped the Spirit ? Who ever

prayed to Him ? Where is it written that Ave

ought to worship Him, or to pray to Him,
and whence have you derived this tenet of

yours ? We will give the more perfect reason

hereafter, when we discuss the question of the

unwritten ; for the present it will suffice to say

that it is the Spirit in Whom we worship, and
in Whom we pray. For Scripture says, God
is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must
worship Him in Spirit and in truth." And
again,—We know not what we should pray
for as we ought ; but the Spirit Itself maketh
intercession for us with groanings which can-

not be uttered ; ^ and I will jjray with the

Spirit and I will pray with the understanding

also ;
y—that is, in the mind and in the Spirit.

Therefore to adore or to pray to the Spirit

seems to me to be simply Himself offering

prayer or adoration to Him.self. And what
godly or learned man would disap])rove of this,

because in fact the adoration of One is the

adoration of the Three, because of the equality

of honour and Deity between the Three ? So

I will not be frightened by the argument that

all things are said to have been made by the

Son;* as if the Holy Spirit also were one of

these things. For it says all things that were

o John iv. ?4.

y I Cor. xiv. 15.

fi Rom. viii. 26,

S John i. 2,
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made, and not simply all things. For the

Father was not, nor were any of the things that

were not made. Prove that He was made,

and then give Him to the Son, and number Him
among the creatures ; but until you can prove

this you will gain nothing for your impiety from

this comprehensive phrase. For if He was

made, it was certainly through Christ ; I my-
self would not deny that. But if He was not

made, how can He be either one of the All,

or through Christ ? Cease then to dishonour

the Father in your opposition to the Only-be-

gotten (for it is no real honour, by presenting

to Him a creature to rob Him of what is more
valuable, a Son), and to dishonour the Son in

your opposition to the Spirit, For He is not

the Maker of a Fellow servant, but He is glori-

fied with One of co-equal honour. Rank no
part of the Trinity with thyself, lest thou fall

away from the Trinity ; cut not off from Either

the One and equally august Nature; because

if thou overthrow any of the Three thou wilt

have overthrown the whole. Better to take a

meagre view of the Unity than to venture on

a complete impiety,

Xni. Our argument has now come to its

principal point ; and I am grieved that a prob-

lem that was long dead, and that had given way
to faith, is now stirred up afresh

;
yet it is neces-

sary to stand against these praters, and not to

let judgment go by default, when we have the

Word on our side, and are pleading the cause

of the Spirit. If, say they, there is God and

God and God, how is it that there are not

Three Gods, or how is it that what is glori-

fied is not a plurality of Principles ? Who is

it who say this ? Those who have reached a

more complete ungodliness, or even those who
have taken the secondary part ; I mean who
are moderate in a sense in respect of the Son.

For my argument is partly against both in

common, partly against these latter in particu-

lar. What I have to say in answer to these is

as follows :—What right have you who wor-

ship the Son, even though you have revolted

from the Spirit, to call us Tritheists ? Are not

you Ditheists ? For if you deny also the wor-

ship of the Only Begotten, you have clearly

ranged yourself among our adversaries. And
why should we deal kindly with you as not

quite dead ? But if you do worship Him,
and are so far in the way of salvation, we will

ask you Avhat reasons you have to give for your

ditheism, if you are charged with it ? If there

is in you a word of wisdom answer, and oj^en

to us also a way to an answer. For the very

same reason with which you will repel a

charge of Ditheism will prove sufficient for us

against one of Tritheism. And thus we shall

win the day by making use of you our accus-

ers as our Advocates, than which nothing can
be more generous.

XIV. What is our quarrel and dispute with

both ? To us there is One God, for the Godhead
is One, and all that proceedeth from Him is

referred to One, though we believe in Three
Persons. For one is not more and another

less God ; nor is One before and another after
;

nor are They divided in will or parted in

power ; nor can you find here any of the qual-

ities of divisible things ; but the Godhead is,

to speak concisely, undivided in separate Per-

sons ; and there is one mingling of Light, as

it were of three suns joined to each other.

When then we look at the Godhead, or the

First Cause, or the Monarchia, that which we
conceive is One ; but when we look at the

Persons in Whom the Godhead dwells, and at

Those Who timelessly and with equal glory

have their Being from the First Cause—there

are Three Whom we worship.

XV. What of that, they will say perhaps ; do
not the Greeks also believe in one Godhead,
as their more advanced philosophers declare?

And with us Humanity is one, namely the

entire race ; but yet they have many gods,

not One, just as there are many men. But in'

this case the common nature has a unity which
is only conceivable in thought ; and the indi-

viduals are parted from one another very far

indeed, both by time and by dispositions and
by power. For we are not only compound
beings, but also contrasted beings, both with

one another and with ourselves ; nor do we
remain entirely the same for a single day, to

say nothing of a whole lifetime, but both in

body and in soul are in a perpetual state of

flow and change. And perhaps the same may
be said of the Angels * and the whole of that

superior nature which is second to the Trinity

alone ; although they are simple in some
measure and more fixed in good, owing to

their nearness to the highest Good.
XVI. Nor do those whom the (Jreeks wor-

ship as gods, and (to use their own expression)

daemons, need us in any respect for their accus-

ers, but are convicted upon the testimony of

their own theologians, some as subject to pas-

sion, some as given to faction, and full of in-

numerable evils and changes, and in a state of

opposition, not only to one another, but even

to their first causes, whom they call Oceani

a "Similarly it is clear concerning the Angels, that they have t
being inc.ipablc of ch.inge. so far as pertains to their nature, with
a capacity of chance as to choice, and of intelligence and affections

and places, in their own manner " (S. Thomas Aq., Sumraa, I.,

X., 5).
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and 'lethyes aiid Phanetcs, and by several

other names ; and last of all a certain god who
hated his children through his lust of rule, and
swallowed up all the rest through his greedi-

ness that he might become the father of all

men and gods whom he miserably devoured,

and then vomited forth again. And if these

are but myths and fables, as they say in order

to escape the shametulness of the story, what
will they say in reference to the dictum that

all things are divided into three parts,''

aiid that each god presides over a diflerent

part of the Universe, having a distinct pro-

vince as well as a distinct rank ? But our faith

is not like this, nor is this the portion of

Jacob, says my Theologian. P But each of

these Persons possesses Unity, not less with

that which is United to it than with itself, by
reason of the identity of Essence and Power.

v

And this is the account of the Unity, so far

as we have apprehended it. If then this ac-

count is the true one, let us thank God for the

glimpse He has granted us ; if it is not let us

seek for a better.

XVII. As for the arguments with which you
would overthrow the Union which we support,

I know not whether we should say you are jest-

ing or in earnest. For what is this argument ?

" Things of one essence, you say, are counted

together," and by this " counted together,"

you mean that they are collected into one
number.* But things which are not of one
essence are not thus counted ... so

that you cannot avoid speaking of three gods,

according to this account, while we do not

run any risk at all of it, inasmuch as we
assert that they are not consubstantial. And
so by a single word you have freed yourselves

from trouble, and have gained a pernicious

victory, for in fact you have done something
like what men do when they hang themselves

for fear of death. For to save yourselves

trouble in your championship of the Mon-
archia you have denied the Godhead, and
abandoned the question to your opponents.

But for my part, even if labor should be
necessary, I will not abandon the Object of

my adoration. And yet on this point I can-

not see where the difficulty is.

XVIII. You say. Things of one essence are

counted together, but those which are not con-

suljstantial are reckoned one by one. Where
did you get this from ? From what teachers of

a Hom»r, Tl., xiv,, i?9. R Jer. v. iC.

Y I'ctaviiis praises this iliciuin, Dc'l'iiii., IV., xiii., 9.

6 <rvcapi9/x<tTai, .ts when you say llircc Gods, or Tlifec Men,
(ind tlic like, as you do when yon reckon up things of tiic s.inic

»ort. On the other hand, you nnist \ise the plural number in

reckoning up things which differ in kind.

dogma or mythology ? Do you not know that

every number expresses the (juantity of what
is included under it, and not the nature of

the things? But I am so oldfashioned, or

l)erhaps I should say so unlearned, as to use

the word Three of that number of tilings,

even if they are of a different nature, and to

use One and One and One in a different way
of so many units, even if they are united in

essence, looking not so much at the things

themselves as at the (juantity of the things in

respect of which the enumeration is made.
But since you hold so very close to the letter

(although you are contending against tlie let-

ter), pray take your demonstrations from this

source. There arc in the Book of Proverbs

three things which go well, a lion, a goat,

and a cock ; and to these is added a fourth
;—a King making a speech before the people,"

to pass over the other sets of four which are

there counted up, although things of various

natures. And I find in Moses two Cherubim ^

counted singly. But now, in your techno-

logy, could either the former things be called

three, when they differ so greatly in their

nature, or the latter be treated as units when
they are so closely connected and of one

nature ? For if I were to speak of God and
Mammon, as two masters, reckoned under one
head, when they are so very different from

each other, I should probably be still more
laughed at for such a connumeration.

XIX. But to my mind, he says, those things

are said to be connumerated and of the same
essence of which the names also correspond,

as Three Men, or Three gods, but not Three
this and that. What does this concession

amount to ? It is suitable to one laying down
the law as to names, not to one who is as-

serting the truth. For I also will assert that

Peter and James and John are not three or

consubstantial, so long as I cannot say Three
Peters, or Three Jameses, or Three Johns ; for

what you have reserved for common names

we demand also for proper names, in accord-

ance with your arrangement; or else you will

be unfair in not conceding to others what you

assume for yourself. What about John then,

when in his Catholic Epistle he says that

there are Three that bear witness,v the Spirit

a Prov. XXX. 29, 30, 31. P Kxod. wvvli. 7.

V This is the famous passage of the Witnesses in i John v. 8.

In some few later codices of the Vulgate arc found llic words whi'.h

form verse 7 of our A. V. lUit neither verse 7 nor these words arc

to be found in any (".reek M.S. earlier than the Kifteenth Century ;

nor are they quoted by any Greek Father, and by very few and
late I.atin ones. They have been thought to be cited by S. Cyp-
rian in his work on the ITnity of the Church ; and this citation, jfa

fact, would be a most important one. as it would throw back their

reception to an early date. l!ut Tischendorf ((jk. Test.. Kd. viii.,

ad. loc.) gives reasons for believing that the quotation is only ap.

parent, and is really of the last clause of verse 8.
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and the Water and the Blood ? Do you think

he is talking nonsense ? First, because he has

ventured to reckon under one numeral things

which are not consubstantial, though you say

this ought to be done only in the case of

things which are consubstantial. For who
would assert that these are consubstantial?

Secondly, because he has not been consistent

in the way he has happened upon his terms
;

for after using Three in the masculine gender

he adds three words which are neuter, con-

trary to the definitions and laws Avhich you

and your grammarians have laid down. For

what is the difference between putting a mas-

culine Three first, and then adding One and

One and One in the neuter, or after a mascu-

line One and One and One to use the Three

not in the masculine but in the neuter, which

you yourself disclaim in the case of Deity?

What have you to say about the Crab, which

may mean either an animal, or an instrument,

or a constellation? And what about the

Dog, now terrestrial, now aquatic, now celes-

tial ? Do you not see that three crabs or dogs

are spoken of? Why of course it is so. Well

then, are they therefore of one substance?

None but a fool would say that. So you see

how completely your argument from con-

numeration has broken down, and is refuted

by all these instances. For if things that are

of one substance are not always counted under

one numeral, and things not of one substance

are thus counted, and the pronunciation of

the name" once for all is used in both cases,

what advantage do you gain towards your

doctrine?

XX. I will look also at this further point,

which is not without its bearing on the subject.

One and One added together make Two

;

and Two resolved again becomes One and

One, as is perfectly evident. If, however,

elements which are added together must, as

your theory requires, be consubstantial, and

those which are separate be heterogeneous,

then it will follow that the same things must

be both consubstantial and heterogeneous.

No : I laugh at your Counting Before and

your Counting After, of which you are so

proud, as if the facts themselves depended

upon the order of their names. If this were

so, according to the same law, since the same
things are in consequence of the equality of

their nature counted in Holy Scripture, some-

times in an earlier, sometimes in a later place,

what prevents them from being at once more

a i.e. Though the things referred to may differ essentially, yet

if the name by which they arc known is the same, one utterance of

it with one iiunitral is enough to cxjjrcss a collection of them all.

honourable and less honourable than them-

selves? I say the same of the names God and
Lord, and of the prepositions Of Whom, and
By Whom, and In Whom, by which you
describe the Deity according to the rules of

art for us, attributing the first to the Father,

the second to the Son, and the third to the

Holy Ghost. For what would you have

done, if each of these expressions Avere con-

stantly allotted to Each Person, when, the fact

being that they are used of all the Persons,

as is evident to those who have studied the

question, you even so make them the ground
of such inequality both of nature and dignity.

This is sufficient for all who are not altogether

wanting in sense. But since it is a matter of

difficulty for you after you have once made an

assault upon the Spirit, to check your rush,

and not rather like a furious boar to push

your quarrel to the bitter end, and to thrust

yourself upon the knife until you have received

the whole wound in your own breast ; let us

go on to see what further argument remains

to you.

XXI. Over and over again you turn upon
us the silence of Scripture. But that it is not

a strange doctrine, nor an afterthought, but

acknowledged and plainly set forth both by
the ancients and many of our OAvn day, is

already demonstrated by many persons who
have treated of this subject, and who have
handled the Holy Scriptures, not with in-

difference or as a mere pastime, but have
gone beneath the letter and looked into the

inner meaning, and have been deemed worthy
to see the hidden beauty, and have been

irradiated by the light of knowledge. We,
however in our turn will briefly prove it as

far as may be, in order not to seem to be over-

curious or improperly ambitious, building on
another's foundation. But since the fact, that

Scripture does not very clearly or very often

write Him God in express words (as it does

first the Father and afterwards the Son), be-

comes to you an occasion of blasphemy and
of this excessive wordiness and impiety, we
will release you from this inconvenience by a

short discussion of things and names, and

especially of their use in Holy Scripture.

XXII. Some things have no existence, but

are spoken of; others which do exist are not

spoken of; some neither exist nor are spoken

of, and some both exist and are spoken of.

Do you ask me for proof of this ? I am ready

to give it. According to Scripture God sleeps

and is awake, is angry, walks, has the Cheru-

bim for His Throne. And yet when did He
become liable to passion, and have you ever
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heard that God has a body ? This then is,

though not really fact, a figure of speech.

For we have given names according to our

own comprehension from our own attributes

to those of God. His remaining silent apart

from us, and as it were not caring for us, for

reasons known to Himself, is what we call His

sleeping ; for our own sleep is such a state of

inactivity. And again. His sudden turning

to do us good is the waking up ; for waking

is the dissolution of sleep, as visitation is of

turning away. And when He punishes, we
say He is angry ; for so it is with us, punish-

ment is the result of anger. And His work-

ing, now here now there, we call walking ; for

walking is change from one place to another.

His resting among the Holy Hosts, and as it

were loving to dwell among them, is His sit-

ting and being enthroned ; this, too, from

ourselves, for God resteth nowhere as He doth

upon the Saints. His swiftness of moving is

called flying, and His watchful care is called

His Face, and his giving and bestowing" is

His hand ; and, in a word, every other of the

powers or activities of God has depicted for

us some other corporeal one.

XXin. Again, where do you get your Un-
begotten and Unoriginate, those two citadels of

your position, or we our Immortal ? Show me
these in so many words, or we shall either set

them aside, or erase them as not contained in

Scripture; and you are slain by your own
principle, the names you rely on being over-

thrown, and therewith the wall of refuge in

which you trusted. Is it not evident that

they are due to passages which imply them,

though the words do not actually occur?
AVhat are these passages?—I am the first,

and I am the last,^ and before Me there

was no God, neither shall there be after

Me.v For all that depends on that Am makes
for my side, for it has neither beginning nor

ending. When you accept this, that nothing

is before Him, and that He has not an older

Cause, you have implicitly given Him the

titles Unbegotten and Unoriginate. And to

say that He has no end of Being is to call Him
Immortal and Indestructible. The first pairs,

then, that I referred to are accounted for thus.

But what are the things which neither exist in

fact nor are said ? That God is evil ; that a
sphere is square ; that the past is present ; that

man is not a compound being. Have you
ever known a man of such stupidity as to

venture either to think or to assert any such
thing? P remains to shew what are the

d var. Icct., receiving. p Isa. xli. 4. y lb. xliii. 10,

things which exist, both in fact and in lan-

guage. God, Man, Angel, Judgment, Vanity

(viz., such arguments as yours), and the sub-

version of faith and emi)tying of the mystery.

XXIV. Since, then, there is so much differ-

ence in terms and things, why are you such a

slave to the letter, and a partisan of the Jewish

wisdom, and a follower of syllables at the ex-

pense of facts ? But if, when you said twice

five or twice seven, I concluded from your

words that you meant Ten or Fourteen ; or if,

when you spoke of a rational and mortal animal,

that you meant Man, should you think me to

be talking nonsense? Surely not, because I

should be merely repeating your own mean-
ing ; for words do not belong more to the

speaker of them than to him who called them
forth. As, then, in this case, I should have

been looking, not so much at the terms used,

as at the thoughts they were meant to convey

;

so neither, if I found something else either not

at all or not clearly expressed in the Words of

Scripture to be included in the meaning,

should I avoid giving it utterance, out of fear

of your sophistical trick about terms. In this

way, then, we shall hold our own against the

semi-orthodox—among whom I may not count

you. For since you deny the Titles of the

Son, which are so many and so clear, it is

quite evident that even if you learnt a great

many more and clearer ones you would not

be moved to reverence. But now I will take

up the argument again a little way further

back, and shew you, though you are so clever,

the reason for this entire system of secresy.

XXV. There have been in the whole period

of the duration of the world two conspicuous

changes of men's lives, which are also called

two Testaments, " or, on account of the wide
fame of the matter, two Earthquakes ; the one
from idols to the Law, the other from the Law
to the Gospel. And we are taught in the Gospel

of a third earthquake, namely, from this Earth

to that which cannot be shaken or moved. ^ Now
the two Testaments are alike in this respect,

that the change was not made on a sudden,

nor at the first movement of the endeavour.

Why not (for this is a point on which we
must have information) ? That no violence

might be done to us, but that we might be

moved by persuasion. For nothing that is

involuntary is durable ; like streams or trees

which are kept back by force. But that

which is voluntary is more durable and safe.

o Heb. xii. 26.

P Referring to the earthquake at the giving of the Law on Mt.
Sinai (Heb. xiii.), and to the prophesy of Haggai (ii. 6), with

reference to the Incarnation. The lliiril great cartbiiuakc is that

of the end of the world (Heb. xii. 26).
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The former is clue to one who uses force, the

latter is ours ; the one is chie to the gentleness

of God, the other to a tyrannical authority.

Wherefore God did not think it behoved Him
to benefit the unwilling, but to do good to the

willing. And therefore like a Tutor or Phy-
sician He partly removes and partly condones
ancestral habits, conceding some little of what
tended to pleasure, just as medical men do
with their patients, that their medicine may
be taken, being artfully blended with what is

nice. For it is no very easy matter to change
from tliose habits which custom and use have
made honourable. For instance, the first cut

off the idol, but left the sacrifices ; the second,

while it destroyed the sacrifices did not forbid

circumcision." Then, when once men had
submitted to the curtailment, they also yielded

that Avhich had been conceded to them ; ^ in

the first instance the sacrifices, in the second
circumcision; and became instead of Gentiles,

Jews, and instead of Jews, Christians, being

beguiled into the Gospel by gradual changes.

Paul is a proof of this ; for having at one time
administered circumcision, and submitted to

legal purification, he advanced till he could

say, and I, brethren, if I yet preach cir-

cumcision, why do I yet suffer persecution ? v

His former conduct belonged to the temporary
dispensation, his latter to maturity.

XXVI. To this I may compare the case of

Theology* except that it proceeds the reverse

way. For in the case by which I have illus-

trated it the change is made by successive sub-

tractions ; whereas here perfection is reached
by additions. For the matter stands thus. The
Old Testament proclaimed the Father openly,

and the Son more obscurely. The New mani-
fested the Son, and suggested the Deity of the

Spirit. Now the Spirit Himself dwells among
us, and supplies us with a clearer demonstra-
tion of Himself. For it was not safe, when
the Godhead of the Father was not yet ac-

knowledged, plainly to proclaim the Son; nor
when that of the Son was not yet received to

burden us further (if I may use so bold an
expression) with the Holy Ghost ; lest ])er-

haps people might, like men loaded with food

beyond their strength, and presenting eyes as

yet too weak to bear it to the sun's light, risk

the loss even of that which was within the

reach of their jiiowers ; but that by gradual

tt Acts xvi. 3. /3 lb. xxi. 26. y Galat. vii. 7-17.
6 Tlicology IS here used in .1 restricted sense, .ts dcnming sim-

ply the doctrine of the Deity of the Son nr Logos. It is very
frequently used in tliis limited sense ; ex.Tmples of which m.iy
re.idily be found in dregory of Nyss.T, liasii, Chrysostom, and
others. A similar use occurs in Orat. XXXVI II., c. 8, in which
passage deohoyia is contrasted with oiVoi'O/m'o, the doctrine of our
fcord's Divinity with that of the Incarnation.

additions, and, as David says, Goings up, and
advances and progress from glory to glory,* the

Light of the Trinity might shine upon the

more illuminated. For this reason it was, 1

think, that He gradually came to dwell in the

Disciples, measuring Himself out to them
according to their capacity to receive Him, at

the beginning of the Gospel, after the Pas-

sion, after the Ascension, making perfect their

powers, being breathed upon them, and ap-

pearing in fiery tongues. And indeed it is

by little and little that He is declared by
Jesus, as you will learn for younself if you will

read more carefully. I will ask the Father, He
says, and He will send you another Com-
forter, even the spirit of Truth. '^ This He
said that He might not seem to be a rival

God, or to make His discourses to them by
another authority. Again, He shall send

Him, but it is in My Name. He leaves out

the I will ask, but He keeps the Shall send,'*'

then again, I will send,—His own dignity.

Then shall come,* the authority of the Spirit.

XXVII. You see lights breaking upon us,

gradually ; and the order of Theology, which
it is better for us to keep, neither proclaiming

things too suddenly, nor yet keeping them hid-

den to the end. For the former course would be

unscientific, the latter atheistical ; and the for-

mer would be calculated to startle outsiders, the

latter to alienate our own people. I will add
another point to what I have said ; one which
may readily have come into the mind of some
others, but which I think a fruit of my own
thought. Our Saviour had some things which,

He said, could not be borne at that time by
His disciples^ (though they were filled with

many teachings), perhaps for the reasons I

have mentioned ; and therefore they were

hidden. Ancl again He said that all things

should be taught us by the Spirit when He
should come to dwell amongst us.^ Of these

things one, I take it, was the Deity of the

Spirit Himself, made clear later on when such

knowledge should be seasonable and cai)able

of being received after our Saviour's restora-

tion, when jt would no longer be received

with incredulity because of its marvellous

character. For what greater thing than this

did either He promise, or the Spirit teach. If

indeed anything is to be considered great and
worthy of the Majesty of God, which was

either promised or taught.

XXVIII. This, then, is my position with re-

gard to these things, and I hope it may be al-

ways my position, and that of whosoever is dear

o Ps. lx.\xiv. 7, and 2 Cor. iil. 18. |S John ; iv. 16. 17.

y John .\vi. 7. i lb. xvi. 8 c lb. xW. 12. f lb. xiv. 26,
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to me ; to worship God the Father, God the

Son, and God the Holy Ghost, Three Persons,

One Godhead, undivided in honour and glory

and substance and kingdom, as one of our

own inspired philosophers'* not long departed

shewed. Let him not see the rising of the

Morning Star, as Scripture saith,^ nor the glory

of its brightness, who is otherwise minded, or

who follows the temper of the times, at one

time being of one mind and of another at an-

other time, and thinking unsoundly in the

highest matters. For if He is not to be wor-

shipped, how can He deify me by Baptism?

but if He is to be worshipped, surely He is an

Object of adoration, and if an Object of adora-

tion He must be God ; the one is linked to the

other, a truly golden and saving chain. And
indeed from the Spirit comes our New Birth,

and from the New IBirth our new creation, and

from the new creation our deeper knowledge
of the dignity of Him from Whom it is de-

rived.

XXIX. This, then, is what may be said by
one who admits the silence of ScrijDture. But

now the swarm of testimonies shall burst upon
you from which the Deity of the Holy Ghostv

shall be shewn to all who are not excessively

stupid, or else altogether enemies to the Spirit,

to be most clearly recognized in Scripture.

Look at these facts :—Christ is born ; the Spirit

is His Forerunner. He is baptized ; the Spir-

it bears witness. He is tempted ; the Spir-

it leads Him up.* He works miracles; the

Spirit accompanies them. He ascends; the

Spirit takes His place. What great things

are there in the idea of God which are not in

His power?* What titles which belong to

(iod are not applied to Him, except only

Unbegotten and Begotten ? For it was need-

ful that the distinctive properties of the Father

and the Son should remain peculiar to Them,
lest there should be confusion in the Godhead
Which brings all things, even disorder^ itself,

into due arrangement and good order. Indeed

I tremble when I think of the abundance of

the titles, and how many Names they outrage

who fall foul of the Spirit. He is called the

Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, the Mind
of Christ, the Spirit of The Lord, and Himself

a Perhaps S. Gregory Thaumaturgiis is meant. He was bom
about A.D. 3IO. The date of his death is uncertain, but was
probably not before 270. He was I'ishop of Neoca;sarea in Pontus.
Amongst his works was an Exposition of the Faith, which he is

said to hare received by direct revelation, and in it the words in

the text were contained. S. Gregory in another Oration refers to

the closing sentences as the substance of the Formula itself:

"There is nothing created or servile in the Trinity, nor anything
superinduced, as though previously non-existing and introduced
afterwards. Never, therefore, was the Son wanting to the Father,
nor the Spirit to the Son ; hut there is ever the same 'I'rinity, un-
changeable and unalterable (Reynolds, in Diet. liin^.').

fi Job iii. g. y Luke i. 35 ; iii. 22 ; iv. i. & Luke iv. i, 18.

( Acts ii. 4. i V. 1. Yea, even disorder.

The Lord, the Spirit of Adoption, of Truth, of

Liberty; the Sjjirit of Wisdom, of Under-
standing, of Counsel, of Might, of Knowledge,
of Godliness, of the Fear of God. For He is the

Maker of all these, filling all with His Essence,

containing all things, filling the world in His

Essence, yet incapable of being comprehended
in His power by the world

;
good, upright,

princely, by nature not by adoption ; sanctify-

ing, not sanctified ; measuring, not measured
;

shared, not sharing ; filling, not filled ; con-

taining, not contained ; inherited, glorified,

reckoned with the Father and the Son ; held

out as a threat ;" the Finger of God ; fire like

God ; to manifest, as 1 take it. His consub-

stantiality) ; the Creator-Spirit, Who by Bap-

tism and by Resurrection creates anew ; the

Spirit That knoweth all things, That teachcth,

That bloweth where and to what extent He
listeth ; That guideth, talketh, sendeth forth,

separateth, is angry or tempted ; That reveal-

eth, illumineth, quickeneth, or rather is the

very Light and Life ; That maketh Temples

;

That deifieth ; That perfecteth so as even to

anticipate Baptism,^ yet after Baptism to be

sought as a separate gift;'*' That doeth all

things that God doeth ; divided into fiery

tongues ; dividing gifts ; making Apostles,

Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors, and Teachers

;

understanding manifold, clear, piercing, un-

defiled, unhindered, which is the same thing

as Most wise and varied in His actions ; and
making all things clear and plain ; and of in-

dependent power, unchangeable, Almighty,

all-seeing, penetrating all spirits that are intel-

ligent, pure, most subtle (the Angel Hosts I

think) ; and also all prophetic spirits and

apostolic in the same manner and not in the

same places ; for they lived in different places

;

thus showing that He is uncircumscript.

XXX. They who say and teach these things,

and moreover call Him another Paraclete in

the sense of another God, who know that blas-

phemy against Him alone cannot be forgiven,*

and who branded with such fearful infamy An-
anias and Sapphira for having lied to the Holy
Ghost, what do you think of these men ? ' Do
they proclaim the Spirit God, or something

else? Now really, you must be extraordinarily

dull and far from the Spirit if you have any

doubt about this and need some one to teach

you. So important then, and so vivid are

His Names. Why is it necessary to lay before

you the testimony contained in the very

a Viz. :—where we are told that Blasphemy against Him hath

never forgiveness.

P As in the case of ilic Centurion Cornelius, Acts .v. 9.

y i. e. in Confirmation. 6 Mutt. xii. 31. « Acts v. 3) tWi
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words? And whatever in this case also" is

said in more lowly fashion, as that He is

Oiven, Sent, Divided; that He is tlie (iift,

the Bounty, the Inspiration, the Promise, the

Intercession for us, and, not to go into any
further detail, any other expressions of the

sort, is to be referred to the First Cause, that it

may be shewn from Whom He is, and that

men may not in heathen fashion admit Three
Principles. For it is equally impious to con-

fuse the Persons with the Sabellians, or to

divide the Natures with the Arians.

XXXI. I have very carefully considered this

matter in my own mind, and have looked at it

in every point of view, in order to find some
illustration of this most important subject,

but I have been unable to discover any thing

on earth with which to compare the nature of

the Godhead. For even if I did happen upon
some tiny likeness it escaped me for the most
part, and left me down below with my exam-
ple. I picture to myself an eye,^ a fountain,

a river, as others have done before, to see if

the first might be analogous to the Father, the

second to the Son, and the third to the Holy
Ghost. For in these there is no distinction

in time, nor are they torn away from their

connexion with each other, though they seem
to be parted by three personalities. But I

was afraid in the first place that I should pre-

sent a flow in the Godhead, incapable of

standing still ; and secondly that by this fig-

ure a numerical unity would be introduced.

For the eye and the spring and the river are

numerically one, though in different forms.

XXXII. Again I thought of the sun and a ray

and light. But here again there was a fear lest

people should get an idea of composition in

the Uncompounded Nature, such as there is

in the Sun and the things that are in the Sun.

And in the second place lest we should give

Essence to the Father but deny Personality to

the Others,' and make Them only Powers of

God, existing in Him and not Personal. For
neither the ray nor the light is another sun,

but they are only effulgences from the Sun,

and qualities of His essence. And lest we
should thus, as far as the illustration goes, at-

tribute both Being and Not-being to God,
which is even more monstrous. I have also

heard that some one has suggested an illustra-

tion of the following kind. A ray of the Sun
flashing upon a wall and trembling with the

movement of the moisture which the beam has

taken up in mid air, and then, being checked

a As before in the case of the Son. Sec above, Theol., iii. iS.

P Klias Crctcnsis says that the F.yc in this passage is not In be
iindorstood iif tlic member of the l>oily sorallcil, Init as the Kye or
th? centre of a spring, the point from whitli the water Hows,

by the hard body, has set up a strange quiver-

ing. For it quivers with many rapid move-
ments, and is not one rather than it is many,
nor yet many rather than one ; because by
the swiftness of its union and separating it es-

capes before the eye can see it.

XXXIII. But it is not possible for mc to

make use ofeven this ; because it is very evident

what gives the ray its motion ; but there is noth-
ing prior to God which could .set Him in mo-
tion ; for He is Himself the Cause of all things,

and He has no prior Cause. And secondly be-

cause in this case also there is a suggestion of
such things as composition, diffusion, and an
unsettled and unstable nature . . . none
of which we can suppose in the Godhead. In
a word, there is nothing which presents a

standing point to my mind in these illr.stra-

tions from which to consider the Object
which I am trying to represent to myself, un-
less one may indulgently accept one point of

the image while rejecting the rest. Finally,

then, it seems best to me to let the images
and the shadows go, as being deceitful and
very far short of the truth ; and clinging my-
self to the more reverent conception, and rest-

ing upon few words, using the guidance of

the Holy Ghost, keeping to the end as my
genuine comrade and companion the enlight-

enment which I have received from Him, and
passing through this world to persuade all

others also to the best of my power to worship
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the One God-
head and Power. To Him belongs all glory

and honour and might for ever and ever.

Amen.

ORATION XXXIII.

Against the Arians, and Concerning
Himself.

Delivered at Constantinople about the middle of the
year 380.

I. Where are they who reproach iis with
our poverty, and boast themselves of their own
riches ; who define the Church by numbers,"
and scorn the little flock ; and who measure
Godhead,^ and weigh the people in the bal-

ance, who honour the sand, and despise the

luminaries of heaven ; who treasure pebbles

and overlook pearls ; for they know not that

sand is not in a greater degree more abundant
than stars, and pebbles than lustrous stones

—

o Shewing the absurdity of defining the Church by counting
heads.

P This refers to the distinction drawn by the Ari.-ins in decrrcc as
to the Godhead, asserting the Spirit to be great, the Sou greater,

and tlie father greatest (cf. Or. .\hi., 16),
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that the former are purer aiid more i)reclous

than the latter ? Are you again indignant ?

Do you again arm yourselves? Do you again

insult us?* Is this a new faith ? Restrain

your threats a little while tliat I may speak.

We A\'ill not insult you, but we will convict

you; we will not threaten, but we will re-

proach you ; we will not strike, but we will

heal. This too appears an insult ! What
])ride ! Do you here also regard your equal

as your slave ? If not, permit me to speak

openly ; for even a brother chides his brother

if he has been defrauded by him.

II. Would you like me to utter to you the

words of God to Israel, stiff-necked and hard-

ened ? " O my people what have I done unto

thee, or wherein have I injured thee, or where-

in have I wearied thee ? " ^ This language in-

deed is fitter from me to you who insult me.
It is a sad thing that we watch for opportun-

ities against each other, and having destroyed

our fellowship of spirit by diversities of opin-

ion have become almost more inhuman and
savage to one another than even the barbarians

who are now engaged in war against us, band-
ed together against us by the Trinity whom
we have separated ; with this difference that

we are not foreigners making forays and raids

upon foreigners, nor nations of different lan-

guage, which is some little consolation in the

calamity, but are making war upon one an-

other, and almost upon those of the same
household ; or if you will, we the members
of the same body are consuming and being

consumed by one another. Nor is this, bad
though it be, the extent of our calamity, for we
even regard our diminution as a gain. But
since we are in such a condition, and regulate

our faith by the times, let us compare the

times with one another
;
you your Emperor, v

and I my Sovereigns ; * you Ahab and I Josias.

Tell me of your moderation, and I will pro-

claim my violence. But indeed yours is pro-

claimed by many books and tongues, which I

think future ages will accept as an immortal
pillory for your actions and I will declare my
own.

III. What tumultuous mob have I led against

you? What soldiers have I armed? What
general boiling with rage, and more savage
than his employers, and not even a Christian,

but one who offers his impiety against us as

his private worship to his own gods ? * Whom

o The bc£;inning of the Oration was apparently disturbed by
iio-itilc demonstrations on the part of Arian hearers.

3 Mic. vi. 3. y Valens. S Theodosius and Gratian.
t Or. Ullmann makes this passage refer to outrages perpetrated

i;i Constantinople itself on Gregory, by his Arian opponents. On
one occasion, he says, in the night time the meetmgplace of the
Or'hodox was assailed ; a mob of Arians, and in particular

have I besieged while engaged in prayer and
lifting up their hands to God ? When have I

put a stop to psalmody with trumpets? or

mingled the Sacramental Blood with blood of

massacre? What spiritual sighs have I put an
end to by cries of death, or tears of penitence

by tears of tragedy ? What House of prayer

have I made a burialplace ? What liturgical

vessels which the multitude may not touch

have I given over to the hands of the wicked,

of a Nebuzaradan, " chief of the cooks, or of

a Belshazzar, who wickedly used the sacred

vessels for his revels,^ and then paid a worthy
penalty for his madness ?

' ' Altars beloved
'

' as

Holy Scripture saith, but " now defiled, "v And
what licentious youth has insulted you for our

sake with shameful \\Tithings and contortions?

precious Throne, seat and rest of precious

men, which hast been occupied by a succes-

sion of pious Priests, who from ancient times

have taught the divine Mysteries, what hea-

then popular speaker and evil tongue hath

mounted thee to inveigh against the Christian's

faith? O modesty and majesty of Virgins,

that cannot endure the looks of even virtuous

men, which of us hath shamed thee, and out-

raged thee by the exposure of what may not

be seen, and showed to the eyes of the impious

a pitiable sight, worthy of the fires of Sodom ?

1 say nothing of deaths, which were more
endurable than this shame.

IV. What wild beasts have we let loose upon
the bodies of Saints,—like some who have
prostituted human nature,—on one single ac-

cusation, that of not consenting to their im-
piety ; or defiled ourselves by communion
with them, which we avoid like the poison

of a snake, not because it injures the body,
but because it blackens the deptlis of the soul ?

Against whom have we made it a matter of

criminal accusation that they biu-ied the dead,

whom the very beasts reverenced ? And
what a charge, worthy of another theatre and
of other beasts ! What Bishop's aged flesh

have we carded with hooks in the presence of

their disciples, impotent to help them save by
tears, hung up with Christ, conquering by
suffering, and sprinkling the people with their

women of the lowest stamp, set on by monks, armed themselves
with sticks and stones, and forced an entrance into the peaceful
place of holy worship. The champion of orthodoxy well nigh be-
came a martyr to his convictions ; the Altar was profaned, the con-
secrated wine was mixed with blood ; the house of prayer was made
a scene of outrage and unbridled licentiousness. The I'enedictine
Kditors, however, whom Henoit follows, think the reference is to

the disturbances in Alexandria when the Arian Lucius was forcibly

intruded into the Chair of Athanasius by the Prefect Palladius. A
full account of the atrocities by which his installation was marked
is to be found in a letter of Peter, the expelled or orthodox Patri-

arch, preserved in Theodoret (H. E. IV. 22). This Lucius was
living in Constantinople and abetting the Arian party there at the

time when Gregory pronounced this Oration,
o a Kings xxv. 11. ^ Dan. v. 3. y Hos. viii. 11 (LXX.).
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precious blood, and at last carried away to

death, to be both crucified and buried and

glorified with Christ; with Christ Who con-

quered the world by such victims and sacri-

fices ? What priests have those contrary

elements fire and water divided, raising a

strange beacon over the sea, and set on fire to-

gether with the ship in which they put to

sea ? » Who (to cover the more numerous

part of our woes with a veil of silence) have

been accused of inhumanity by the very mag-

istrates who conferred such favour on them ?

For even if they did obey the lusts of those

men, yet at any rate they hated the cruelty of

their purpose. The one was opportunism, the

other calculation ; the one came of the law-

lessness of the Emperor, the other of a con-

sciousness of the laws by which they had to

judge.

V. And to speak of older things, for they too

belong to the same fraternity ; whose hands liv-

ing or dead have I cut off—to bring a lying

accusation against Saints/ and to triumph over

the faith by bluster? Whose exiles have I

numbered as benefits, and failed to reverence

even the sacred colleges of sacred philosophers,

whence I sought their suppliants ? Nay the

very contrary is the case ; I have reckoned

as Martyrs those who incurred anger for the

truth. Upon whom have I, whom you accuse

of licentiousness of language, brought harlots

when they were almost fleshlcss and bloodless ?

Which of the faithful have I exiled from their

country and given over to the hands of lawless

men, that they might be kept like wild beasts

in rooms without light, and (for this is the sad-

dest part of the tragedy) left separated from

each other to endure the hardships of hunger

and thirst, with food measured out to them,

which they had to receive through narrow

openings, so that they might not 1)e permitted

even to see their companions in misery. And
what were they who suffered thus? Men of

whom the world was not worthy.v Is it thus

that you honour faith? Is this your kind

treatment of it ? Ye know not the greater part

of these things, and that reasonably, because

of the number of these facts and the pleasure of

a .Socmtes (H. E. IV. 16") gives an account of the murder of

eighty Priests by order of Valens. The Prefect of Nicomedia,
being afraid to execute the Emperor's commands by a public ac-

tion, put these men on board a ship, as if to send tliem into exile,

but gave orders to the crew to set the vessel on tire on the high
seas, and leave the prisoners to their fate.

Hillius, however, thinks tliat the reference is to the martyrdom of

a single Priest, whose death in tliis way is described by .S. Gre-
gory in his panegyric on Maximus (Or. xxv. 10, p. 461, 462).

P S. Athanasius was accused by the Arians of having murdered
a Mclctian I'isho]) n.Tuied Arscnius, and cut off his hand to use for

magical purposes ; and at a Synod held at 'I'yre in 334 they pro-

duced the alleged hand in a box. Athanasius, however, was able to

produce Arsenius alive and uiunutilatcd ; but even 30 his accusers
were not satisfied. y Heb, xi. 38.

the action. But he who suffers has a better

memory. There have been even some more
cruel than the times themselves, like wild boars

hurled against a fence. I demand your victim

of yesterday « the old man, the Abraham-like

Father, whom on his return from exile you

greeted with stones in the middle of the day
and in the middle of the city. But we,

if it is not invidious to say so, begged off

even our murderers from their danger. God
says somewhere in Scripture, How shall I

pardon thee for this ? ^ Which of these things

shall I praise ; or rather for which shall I bind

a wreath upon you ?

VI. Now since your antecedents are such, I

should be glad if you too will tell me of my
crimes, that I may either amend my life or be

put to shame. INIy greatest wish is that I may
be found free from wrong altogether ; but if

this may not be, at least to be converted from

my crime ; for this is the second best portion

of the prudent. For if like the just man I do
not become my own accuser in the first in-

stance,y yet at any rate I gladly receive healing

from another. " Your City, you say to me, is

a little one, or rather is no city at all, but only

a village, arid, without beauty, and with few

inhabitants." But, my good friend, this is

my misfortune, rather than my fault;—if in-

deed it be a misfortune ; and if it is against my
will, I am to be pitied for my bad luck, if I

may put it so ; but if it be willingly, I am a

philosopher. Which of these is a crime ?

Would anyone abuse a dolphin for not being a

land animal, or an ox because it is not aquatic,

or a lamprey because it is amphibious ? But

we, you go on, have walls and theatres and
racecourses and palaces, and beautiful great

Porticoes, and that marvellous work the un-

derground and overhead river,^ and the

splendid and admired column,^ and the

crowded marketplace and a restless people, and
a famous senate of highborn men.

VII. Why do you not also mention the con-

venience of the site, and what I may call the

contest between land and sea as to which owns
the City, and which adorns our Royal City

with all their good things ? This then is our

crime, that while you are great and splendid,

we are small and come from a small place ?

Many others do you this Avrong, indeed all

those whom you excel ; and must we die bc-

o The reference is perhaps to Eiisebius of Samosata, who was
killed by a tile thrown at him by an Arian woman. In dying he
bound his friends by an oath not to allow the nnirderess to be pun-
ished. ^ Jcr. v. 7. y Prov. xviii. 17.

S Valens had constructed an Aqueduct, partly subterranean,
partly raised on arches, for the supply of water to the Capital.

c A magnificent column on which stood au ctjuc!>trian ktaluc cf

Constantino the Great.
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cause we have not reared a city, nor built walls

around it, nor can boast of our racecourse, or

our stadia, and pack of hounds, and all the

follies that are connected with these things

;

nor have to boast of the beauty and splendour

of our baths, and the costliness of their mar-

bles and pictures and golden embroideries of all

sorts of species, almost rivalling nature? Nor
hi'.'-e we yet rounded off the sea for ourselves,

or mingled the seasons, as of course you, the

new Creators, have done, that we may live in

what is at once the pleasantest and the safest

way. Add if you like other charges, you Avho

say. The silver is mine and the gold is mine,''

those words of God. We neither think much
of riches, on which, if they increase, our Law
forbids us to set our hearts, nor do we count

up yearly and daily revenues ; nor do we rival

one another in loading our tables with enchant-

ments for our senseless belly. For neither do
we highly esteem those things which after we
have swallowed them are all of the same worth,

or rather I should say worthlessness, and are

rejected. But we live so simply and from

hand to mouth, as to differ but little from

beasts whose sustenance is without apparatus

and inartificial.

VIII. Do you also find fault with the rag-

gedness of my dress, and the want of elegance

in the disposition of my face ? for these are

the points upon which I see that some persons

who are very insignificant pride themselves.

Will you leave my head alone, and not jeer at

it, as the children did at Elissceus ? What fol-

lowed I will not mention. And will you
leave out of your allegations my want of educa-

tion, and what seems to you the roughness

and rusticity of my elocution? And where

will you put the fact that I am not full of

small talk, nor a jester popular with company,

nor great hunter of the marketplace, nor

given to chatter and gossip with any chance

people upon all sorts of subjects, so as to make
even conversation grievous ; nor a frequenter

of Zeuxippus, that new Jerusalem ; ^ nor one

who strolls from house to house flattering and
stuffing himself; but for the most part staying

at home, of low spirits and with a melancholy

cast of countenance, quietly associating with

myself, the genuine critic of my actions ; and
perhaps worthy of imprisonment for my use-

le.ssness? How is it that you pardon me for

all this, and do not blame me for it? How
sweet and kind you are.

a Hagg. ii. 8.

P It IS not cert.iin what is the allusion here. Some think a
great Circus or Hippodrome for chariot races; others say an in-

siitiition in wliich were heretical schools ; others again, the great

baths uf Zeuxippus.

IX. But I am so old fashioned and such a

philosopher as to believe that one heaven is

common to all ; and tkat so is the revolution

of the sun and the moon, and the order and ar-

rangement of the stars ; and that all have in

common an ec^ual share and profit in day and
night, and also change of seasons, rains, fruits,

and {juickening power of the air ; and that the

flowing rivers are a common and abundant
wealth to all ; and that one and the same is the

Earth, the mother and the tomb, from which

we were taken, and to which we shall return,

none having a greater share than another. And
further, above this, we have in common reason,

the Law, the Prophets, the very Sufferings of

Christ, by which we were all without excep-

tion created anew, who partake of the same
Adam, and were led astray by the serpent and
slain by sin, and are saved by the heavenly

Adam and brought back by the tree of shame

to the tree of life from whence we had fallen.

X. I was deceived too by the Ramah of

Samuel, that little fatherland of the great man
;

which was no dishonour to the Prophet, for it

drew its honour not so much from itself as from

him ; nor was he hindered on its account from

being given to God before his birth, or from

uttering oracles, and foreseeing the future ; nor

only so, but also anointing Kings and Priests,

and judging the men of illustrious cities. I

heard also of Saul, how while seeking his fath-

er's asses he found a kingdom. And even

David himself was taken from the sheepfolds

to be the shepherd of Israel. Wliat of Amos ?

Was he not, while a goatherd and scraper of

sycamore fruit entrusted with the gifts of pro-

phecy ? How is it that I have passed over

Joseph, who was both a slave and the giver of

corn to Egypt, and the father of many myriads

who were promised before to Abraham ? Aye
and I was deceived by the Carmel of Elias,

who received the car of fire ; and by the sheep-

skin of Elissreus that had more power than a

silken web or than gold forced into garments.

I was deceived by the desert of John, which

held the greatest among them that are born of

women, with that clothing, that food, that

girdle, which we know. And I ventured even

beyond these, and found God Himself the

Patron of my rusticity. I will range myself

with Bethlehem, and will share the ignominy

of the Manger ; for since you refuse on this ac-

count honour to God, it is no wonder that on

the same account you despise His herald also.

And I will bring up to you the Fishermen, and

the poor to whom the Gospel is preached, as

preferred before many rich. Will you ever

leave off priding yourselves upon your cities ?
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Will you ever revere that wilderness vi^hich you
abominate and despise ? I do not yet say

that gold has its birthplace in sand ; nor that

translucent stones are the product and gifts

of rocks; for if to these I should oppose all

that is dislionourable in cities perhaps it would
be to no good end that I should use my free-

dom of speech.

XI. But perhaps some one who is very cir-

cumscribed and carnally minded will say,
" But our herald is a stranger and a foreigner.

'

'

What of the Apostles ? Were not they strangers

to the many nations and cities among whom
they were divided, that the Gospel might have
free course everywhere, that nothing might
miss the illumination of the Threefold Light,

or be unenUghtened by the Truth ; but that

the night of ignorance might be dissolved for

those who sat in darkness and the shadow of

death ? You have heard the words of Paul,
" that we might go the Gentiles, and they
to the Circumcision." " Be it that Judaea is

Peter's home; what has Paul in common with
the Gentiles, Luke with Achaia, Andrew with
Epirus, John with Ephesus, Thomas with In-

dia, Marc with Italy, or the rest, not to go
into particulars, with those to whom they went ?

So that you must either blame them or excuse

me, or else prove that you, the ambassadors of

the true Gospel, are being insulted by trifling.

But since I have argued with you in a petty

way about these matters, I will now proceed
to take a larger and more philosophic view of
them.

XII. My friend, every one that is of high
mind has one Country, the Heavenly Jerusa-

lem, in which we store up our Citizenship. All

have one family—if you look at what is here

below the dust—or if you look higher, that In-

breathing of which we are partakers, and which
we were bidden to keep, and with which I must
stand before my Judge to give an account of
my heavenly nobihty, and of the Divine Image.
F^veryone then is noble who has guarded this

through virtue and consent to his Archetype.

On the other hand, everyone is ignoble who
has mingled with evil, and put upon himself

another form, that of the serpent. And these

earthly countries and families are the play-

things of this our temporary life and scene.

For our country is whatever each may have
first occupied, either as tyrant, or in misfortune

;

and in this we are all alike strangers and pil-

grims, however much we may play with names.
And the family is accounted noble which is

cither rich from old days, or is recently raised
;

a Galat. ii. 9.

and of ignoble birth that which is of poor par-

ents, either owing to misfortune or to want of

ambition. For how can a nobility be given

from above which is at one time beginning

and at another coming to an end ; and which
is not given to some, but is bestowed on others

by letters patent ? Such is my mind on this

matter. Therefore I leave it to you to pride

yourself on tombs or in myths, and I endeav-

our as far as I can, to purify myself from de-

ceits, that I may keep if possible my nobility,

or else may recover it.

XIII. It is thus then and for these reasons

that I, who am small and of a country without

repute, have come upon you, and that not of

my own accord, nor self-sent, like many of

those who now seize upon the chief places
;

but because I was invited, and compelled, and
have followed the scruples of my conscience

and the Call of the Spirit. If it be otherwise,

may I continue to fight here to no purpose,

and deliver no one from his error, but may
they obtain their desire who seek the barren-

ness of my soul, if I lie. But since I am
come, and perchance with no contemptible

power (if I may boast myself a little of my
folly), which of those who are insatiable have I

copied, what have I emulated of opportunism,

although I have such examples, even apart

from which it is hard and rare not to be bad ?

Concerning what churches or property have I

disputed with you ; though you have more
than enough of both, and the others too

little ? What imperial edict have we re-

jected and emulated ? What rulers have we
fawned upon against you? Whose boldness

have we denounced? And what has been

done on the other side against me ? " Lord,

lay not this sin to their charge," even then I

said, for I remembered in season the words of

Stephen," and so I pray now. Being reviled,

we bless : being blasphemed we retreat.^

XIV. And if I am doing wrong in this, that

when tyrannized over I endure it, forgive me
this wrong ; I have borne to be tyrannized

over by others too ; and I am thankful that

my moderation has brought upon me the

charge of folly. For I reckon thus, using

considerations altogether higher than any of

yours ; what a mere fraction are these trials of

the spittings and blow'S w-hich Christ, for Whom
and by Whose aid we encounter these dan-

gers, endured. I do not count them, taken

altogether, worth the one crown of thorns which
robbed our conqueror of his crown, for whose
sake also I learn that I am crowned for the

o Acts vii. 59. P I Cor. iv. 12,
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hardness of life. I do not reckon them worth

the one reed by which the rotten empire was

destroyed ; of the gall alone, the vinegar

alone, by which we were cured of tlie bitter

taste ; of the gentleness alone which He shewed

in His Passion. Was He betrayed with a kiss ?

He reproves with a kiss, but smites not. Is

he suddenly arrested ? He reproaches indeed,

but follows ; and if through zeal thou cuttest

off the ear of Malchus with the sword. He will

be angry, and will restore it. And if one flee

in a linen sheet,* he will defend him. And if

you ask for the fire of Sodom upon his cap-

tors, he will not pour it forth ; and if he take

a thief hanging upon the cross for his crime,

he will bring him into Paradise through His

Goodness. Let all the acts of one that loves

men be loving, as were all the sufferings of

Christ, to which we could add nothing

greater than, when God even died for us, to

refuse on our part to forgive even the smallest

wronG:s of our fellow-men.

XV. jMoreover this also I reckoned and still

reckon \\ith myself; and do you see if it is

not quite correct. I have often discussed it

with you before. These men have the

houses, but we the Dweller in the house ; they

the Temples, we the God ; and besides it is

ours to be living temples of the Living God,
lively sacrifices, reasonable burnt-offerings,

perfect sacrifices, yea, gods through the ado-

ration of the Trinity. They have the people,

we the Angels ; they rash boldness, we faith

;

they threatenings, we prayer ; they smiting,

we endurance ; they gold and silver, we
the pure word. " Thou hast built for thyself

a wide house and large chambers (recognize

the words of Scripture), a house ceiled and

pierced with windows." ^ But not yet is this

loftier than my faith, and than the heavens to

which I am being borne onwards. Is mine a

little flock? But it is not being carried over

a precipice. Is mine a narrow fold ? But it

is unapproachable by wolves ; it cannot be en-

tered by a robber, nor climbed by thieves and

strangers. I shall yet see it, I know well,

wider. And many of those who are now
wolves, I must reckon among my sheep, and

perhaps even amongst the shepherds. This is

the glad tidings brought me by the Good Shep-

herd, for Whose sake I lay down my life for

the sheep. I fear not for the little flock, for

it is seen at a glance. I know my sheep and

am known of mine. Such are they that know
God and are known of God. My sheep hear

my voice, which I have heard from the ora-

a Mark xiv, 51.

VOL. vir,

/S Jer. xxii. 14.

cles of God, which I have been taught by the

Holy Fathers, which I have taught alike on all

occasions, not conforming myself to the op-

portune, and which I will never cease to

teach ; in which I was born, and in which I

will depart.

XVI. These I call by name (for they are not

nameless like the stars which are numbered
and have names)," and they follow me, for I

rear them up beside the waters of rest ; and
they follow every such shepherd, whose voice

they love to hear, as you see ; but a stranger

they will not follow, but will flee from him,

because they have a habit of distinguishing the

voice of their own from that of strangers.

They will flee from Valentinus^ with his di-

vision of one into two, refusing to believe that

the Creator is other than the Good. They will

flee from Dejith and Silence, and the mythical

^ons, that are verily worthy of Depth and Si-

lence. They will flee from Marcion's v god,

compounded of elements and numbers ; from

Montanus'^ evil and feminine spirit ; from the

matter and darkness of Manes ;
' from Nov-

atus'f boasting and wordy assumption of

purity ; from the analysis and confusion of

Sabellius,'' and if I may use the expression.

a Ps. cxivii. 4.

P Valhntinus, a celebrated Gnostic leader of the Second Cen-
tury, was one of the first Gnostics who taught in Rome. He was
probably of ^gypto-Jewish descent, and was educated at Alex-
andria. He died in Cyprus about 160. His system is a very
curious one, giving the reins to the wildest vagaries of the imagin-
ation. The original eternal Being, or Absolute Existence, he called

Bythos or Depth ; and to this he assigned as a wife Sige or Silence.

From this union there sprang thirty ^ons or Emanations, who un-
folded the Attributes of the Deity and created the world.

y Marcion was a contemporary of Valentinus. He was a na-
tive of Sinope in Pontus, of which city his father was Bishop. He
supposed Three Principles, the Good God, Who was first revealed
by Christ ; the Just Creator, Who is the " hot-tempered and imper-
fect" God of the Jews ; and the intrinsically evil Hyle or Matter,
which is ruled by the Devil. He also distinguished two Messiahs ;

one a mere warrior prince sent by the Jewish God to restore

Israel ; the other sent by the Good God for the delivery of the

whole human race.

S MONTANUS, a Phrygian enthusiast of the middle of the Second
Century, imagined himself the inspired Organ of the Par.aclete.

Connected with him were two Prophetesses, Priscilla and Max-
imilla, who left their husbands to follow him. His heresy, or

rather his schism, spread to Rome and Northern Africa, and
threw the whole Church into confusion. He was very early an-

athematized by Bishops and Synods of Asia, but he carried the

great African, TertuUian, away by his frenzy.

e Manrs or Mani, a Persia philosopher, astronomer, and
painter of the Third Century, who introduced into Christianitj' some
elements drawn from the religion of Zoroaster, especially its

TtpuTov \fievSo';, Dualism, the co-eternity of two contradictory prin-

ciples, Light and Darkness, .Spirit and Matter, Good and Evil.

This heresy flourished till the Sixth Century, .S. Augustine himself

having been for nine years led away by it. It is believed not to

be wholly extinct even now in some parts of Eastern Christendom.

f NovATI'S was a Carthaginian Priest, who at first rebelled

against his Bishop, S. Cyprian, on account of his severity in the

treatment of persons who had lapsed in the Decian persecution.

At Rome, however, this same Novatus, either out of simple antag-

onism to constituted authority, or because he had really changed
his views, adopted the extremcst rigorism, and became one of

the most violent partisans of the Priest Novatian, whom his fol-

lowers contrived to get consecrated as a rival Bishop of Rome, in

opposition to Cornelius, the reigning Pope. They set up a new
" church," and arrogated to themselves an exclusive claim to the

title of Cathari, the I'ure.

») SabeM-IUS, a native of the Libyan Pentapolis, rejected the

Catholic Faith of the Trinity of Persons in God, and would only

allow a Trinity of manifestations.

A a
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his absorption, contracting the Three into One,

instead of defining the One in Three Personal-

ities ; from the difference of natures taught by

Arius" and his followers, and their new
Judaism, confining theCiodhead to the Unbe-
gotten ; from Photinus' ^ earthly Christ, who
took his beginning from Mary. Pjut they

worship the Father and the Son and the Holy
Ghost, One Godhead ; CJod the Father, God
the Son and (do not be angry) God the Holy
Ghost, One Nature in Three Personalities, in-

tellectual, perfect. Self-existent, numerically

separate, but not separate in Godhead.

XVII. These words let everyone who threat-

ens nie to-day concede to me ; the rest let who-

ever will claim. The Father will not endure to

be deprived of the Son, nor the Son of the Holy
Ghost. Yet that must happen if They are con-

fined to time, and are created Beings .

for that which is created is not God. Nei-

ther will I bear to be deprived of my con-

secration ; One Lord, One Faith, One Bap-

tism. If this be cancelled, from whom shall I

get a second ? What say you, you who des-

troy Baptism or repeat it? Can a man be

spiritual without the Spirit? Has he a share

in the Spirit who does not honour the Spirit ?

Can he honour Him who is baptized into a

creature and a fellow-servant ? It is not so
;

it is not so ; for all your talk. I will not play

Thee false, O Unoriginate Father, or Thee O
Only-begotten Word, or Thee O Holy Ghost.

I know Whom I have confessed, and whom I

have renounced, and to Whom I have joined

myself. I will not allow myself, after having

been taught the words of the faithful, to learn

also those of the unfaithful ; to confess the

truth, and then range myself with falsehood
;

to come down for consecration and to go back

even less hallowed ; having been baptised that

I might live, to be killed by the water, like

infants who die in the very birthpangs, and
receive death simultaneously with birth. Why
make me at once blessed and wretched, newly

enlightened and unenlightened. Divine and

godless, that I may make shipwreck even

of the hope of regeneration ? A few words

will suffice. Remember your confession. In-

to what were you baptised ? The Father ?

Good but Jewish still. The Son ? . . .

good . . . but not yet perfect. The

a It is hardly necessary here lo dwell on the Arian tenets ; cf.

Prolegomena to the Theological Oration.

P I'lio'i'lNt'S was a Galatian by birth, and flourished in the fourth

century, a little earlier than S. Oregory. He seems to have
taught that our Lord Jesus Christ was a mere man, and had no
existence previous to His liirth of the Virgin Mary. He made
Jesus rise on the basis of His human nature, by a course of moral
improvement, to the divine dignity, so that the Divine in Him is a
thing of growth : cf. SchalT, 11, E. Nicenc Period, vol, ii. p. 653.

Holy Ghost ? . . . Very good . . .

this is perfect. Now was it into these simply,

or some common name of Them ? The latter.

And what was the common Name? Why,
God. In this common Name believe, and

ride on prosperously and reign," and pass on

from hence into the Bliss of Heaven. And
that is, as I think, the more distinct apprehen-

sion of These ; to which may we all come, in

the same Christ our God, to "Wltom be the

glory and the might, with the Unoriginate

Father, and the Lifegiving Spirit, now and
for ever and to ages of ages. Amen.

ORATION XXXIV.

On the Arrival of the Egyptians.

This Oration was preached at Constantinople in

380, under the following circumstances :

Peter, Patriarch of Alexandria, had sent a mission

of five of his Suffragans to consecrate the impostor
Maximus to the Throne occupied by Gregory. This
had led to much trouble, but in the end the intruder

had been expelled and banished. Shortly afterwards

an Egyptian fleet, probably the regular corn ships, had
arrived at Constantinople, apparently on the day be-

fore a Festival. The crews of the ships, landing next

day to go to Church, passed by the numerous Churches
held by the Arians, and betook themselves to the little

Anastasia. S. Gregory felt himself moved to congrat-

ulate them specially on such an act, after what had re-

cently passed, and accordingly pronounced the follow-

ing discourse,

I. I WILL address myself as is right to those

who have come from Egypt ; for they have
come here eagerly, having overcome illwill

by zeal, from that Egypt which is enriched by
the River, raining out of the earth, and like

the sea in its season,—if I too may follow in my
small measure those who have so eloquently

spoken of these matters ; and which is also

enriched by Christ my Lord, Who once was a

fugitive into Egypt, and now is supplied by
Egypt ; the first, when He fled from Herod's
massacre of the children ;

^ and now by the \o\e

of the fathers for their children, by Christ the

new Food of those who hunger after good ;
y

the greatest alms of corn of which history

speaks and men believe; the Bread which
came down from heaven and giveth life to the

world, that life which is indestructible and in-

dissoluble, concerning Whom I now seem to

hear the Father saying, Out of Egypt have I

called My Son.*

II. For from you hath sounded forth the

Word to all men ; healthfully belie\ed and
preached ; and you are the best bringers of fruit

of all men, specially of those who now hold the

o Ps, xlv. 4. P Matt. ii. 13. y John vi, 33. S Hos, xi. i.



ON THE ARRIVAL OF THE EGYPTIANS. 335

right faith, as far as I know, who am not only

a lover of such food, but also its distributor,

and not at home only but also abroad. For

you indeed supply bodily food to peoples and

cities so fiir as your lovingkindncss reaches

;

anil you supply spiritual food also, not to a

l)articular people, nor to this or that city, cir-

cumscribed by narrow boundaries, though its

lieople may think it very illustrious, but to

almost the whole world. And you bring the

remedy not for famine of bread or thirst of

water," which is no very terrible famine—and

to avoid it is easy ; but to a famine of hearing

the Word of the Lord, which it is most miser-

able to suffer, and a most laborious matter to

cure at the present time, because iniquity

hath abounded,^ and scarce anywhere do I

find its genuine healers.

III. Such was Joseph your Superintendent

of corn measures, whom I may call ours also

;

who by his surpassing wisdom was able both to

foresee the famine and to cure it by decrees of

government, healing the ill-favoured and starv-

ing kine by means of the fair and fat.v And
indeed you may understand by Joseph which
you will, either the great lover and creator

and namesake of immortality or his successor

in throne and word and hoary hair, our new
Peter,* not inferior in virtue or fame to him
by whom the middle course was destroyed and
crashed, though it still wriggles a little weak-
ly, like the tail of a snake after it is cut off;

the one of whom, after having departed this

life in a good old age after many conflicts

and wrestlings, looks upon us from above, I

well know, and reaches a hand to those who
are labouring for the right ; and this the more,
in proportion as he is freed from his bonds ; and
the other is hastening to the same end or dis-

solution of life, and is already drawing near

the dwellers in heaven, but is still so far in

the flesh as is needed to give the last aids to

the Word, and to take his journey with richer

provision.

IV. Of these great men and doctors and
soldiers of the truth and victors, you are the

nurslings and offspring ; of these neither times

nor tyrants, reason nor envy, nor fear, nor ac-

cuser, nor slanderer, whether waging open war
against them, or plotting secrcdy ; nor any who
appeared to be of our side, nor any stranger, nor
gold—that hidden tyrant, through which now
almost everything is turned upside down and
made to depend on the hazard of a die; nor
flatteries nor threats, nor long and distant ex-

iles (for they only could not be affected by con-

a Amos vlii. ii.

V Gen. xli. 29 sq.
/3 Matt. xxiv. 12.

S Athanasius.

Fiscation, because of their great riches, which
were—to possess nothing) nor anything else,

whether absent or present or expected, could in-

duce to take the worse part, and to be anywise
traitor to the Trinity, or to suffer loss of the

Godhead. On the contrary indeed, they grew
strong by dangers, and became more zealous

for true religion. For to suffer thus for Christ

adds to one's love, and is as it were an earnest to

high-souled men of further conflicts. These, O
Egypt, are thy present tales and wonders.

V. Once thou didst praise me thy Mendesian
Goats, and thy Memphite Apis, a fatted and
fleshy calf, and the rites of Isis, and the muti-

lations of Osiris, and thy venerable Serapis, a

log that was honoured by myths and ages

and the madness of its worshippers, as some
unknown and heavenly matter, however
it may have been aided by falsehood ; and
things yet more shameful than these, multiform

images of monstrous beasts and creeping things,

all of which Christ and the heralds of Christ

have conquered, both the others who have been
illustrious in their own times, and also the

Fathers whom I have named just now ; by
whom, O admirable country, thou art more
famous today than all others put together,

whether in ancient or modern history.

VI. Wherefore I embrace and salute thee, O
noblest of peoples and most Christian, and of

warmest piety, and worthy of thy leaders ; for

I can find nothing greater to say of thee than

this, nor anything by which better to welcome
thee. And I greet thee, to a small extent with
my tongue, but very heartily with the move-
ments of my affections."* O my people, for I call

you mine, as of one mind and one faith, in-

structed by the same Fathers, and adoring the

same Trinity. My people, for mine thou art,

though it seem not so to those Avho envy me.
And that they who are in this case may be the

deeper wounded, see, I give the right hand of

fellowship before so many witnesses, seen and
unseen. And I put away the old calumny by
this new act of kindness. O my people, for

mine thou art, though in saying so I, who am
least of all men, am claiming for myself that

which is greatest. For such is the grace of the

Spirit that it makes of equal honour those who
are of one mind. O my people, for mine thou

art, though it be afar, because we are divinely

joined together,^ and in a manner wholly differ-

ent to the unions of carnal people ; for bodies

are tmited in place, but .souls are fitted together

by the S])irit. O my people, who didst for-

merly study how to .suffer for Clirist, but now

o Galat. il. 9. P Isa. l.vii. 4.
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if thou wilt hearken unto me, wilt study not

to do aught, but to consider the power of do-

ing to be a sufficient gain, and to deem that

thou art offering a sacrifice to Christ, as in

those days of thy endurance so in these of meek-

ness. O people to whom the Lord hath pre-

pared Himself to do good, as to do evil to thine

enemies." O people, whom the Lord hath cho-

sen to Himself out of all peoples ; O people who
art graven upon the hands of the Lord, to whom
saith the Lord, Thou art My Will ; and. Thy
gates are carved work, and all the rest that is

said to them that are being saved. O people

;

—nay, marvel not at my insatiability that I

repeat your name so often ; for I delight in

this continual naming of you, like those who
can never have enough of their enjoyment of

certain spectacles or sounds.

VIL But, O people of God and mine, beau-

tiful also was your yesterday's assembly, which

you held upon the sea, and pleasant, if any

sight ever was, to the eyes, when I saw the

sea like a forest, and hidden by a cloud made
Avith hands, and the beauty and speed of your

ships, as though ordered for a procession, and

the slight breeze astern, as though purposely

escorting you, and wafting to the City your

city of the Sea. Yet the present assembly

which we now behold is more beautiful and

more magnificent. For you have not hast-

ened to mingle with the larger number, nor

have you reckoned religion by numbers, nor

endured to be a mere unorganized rabble,

rather than a people purified by the Word of

God ; but having, as is right, rendered to

Csesar the things that are Caesar's, ye have

offered besides to God the things that are

God's; to the former Custom, to the latter

Fear ; and after feeding the people with your

cargoes, you yourselves have come to be fed by
us. For we also distribute corn, and our dis-

tribution is perhaps not worth less than yours.

Come eat of my Bread and drink of the Wine
which I have mingled for you.^ I join with

Wisdom in bidding you to my table. For I

commend your good feeling, and I hasten to

meet your ready mind, because ye came to us

as to your own harbour, running to your like
;

and ye valued the kindred Faith, and thought

it monstrous that, while they who insult high-

er things are in harmony with each other and
think alike, and think to make good each

man's individual falsehood by their common
conspiracy, like ropes which get strength

from being twisted together
;

yet you should

not meet nor combine with those who are of the

a Isat. Ixiv. it, etc. P Prov. ix. s.

same mind, with whom it is more reasonable

that you should associate, for we gather in the

Godhead also. And that you may see that

not in vain have you come to us, and that you
have not brought up in a port among stran-

gers and foreigners, but amongst your own
people, and have been well guided by the

Holy Ghost ; we will discourse to you briefly

concerning God ; and do you recognize your

own, like those who distinguish their kindred

by the ensigns of their arms.

Vin. I find two highest differences in things

that exist, viz.:—Rule, and Service; not such

as among us either tyranny has cut or poverty

has severed, but which nature has distin-

guished, if any like to use this word. For
That which is First is also above nature. Of
these the former is creative, and originating,

and unchangeable ; but the other is created,

and subject and changing ; or to speak yet

more plainly, the one is above time, and the

other subject to time. The Former is called

God, and subsists in Three Greatest, namely,

the Cause, the Creator, and the Perfecter ; I

mean the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost, who are neither so separated from one
another as to be divided in nature, nor so

contracted as to be circumscribed by a single

person ; the one alternative being that of the

Arian madness, the other that of the Sabellian

heresy ; but they are on the one hand more
single than what is altogether divided, and on
the other more abundant than what is alto-

gether singular. The other division is with

us, and is called Creation, though one may be

exalted above another according to the pro-

portion of their nearness to God.
IX. This being so, if any be on the Lord's

side let him come with us,<* and let us adore the

One Godhead in the Three ; not ascribing any
name of humiliation to the unapproachable

Glory, but having the exaltations of the Triune

God continually in our mouth. ^ For since we
cannot properly describe even the greatness of

Its Nature, on account of Its infinity and unde-

finableness, how can we assert of It humilia-

tion ? But if any one be estranged from God,
and therefore divideth the One Supreme Sub-

stance into an inequality of Natures, it were
marvellous if such an one were not cut in sun-

der by the sword, and his portion appointed

with the unbelievers,Y reaping any evil fruit of

his evil thought both now and hereafter.

X. What must we say of the Father, Whom
by common consent all who have been preoccu-

pied with natural conceptions share, although

a Exod, xxxii. 26. P Ps. cxlix. 6. Y Luke xii. 46.
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He hath endured the beginnings of dishonour,

having been first divided by ancient innova-

tion into the Good and the Creator. And of

the Son and of the Holy Ghost, see how sim-

ply and concisely we shall discourse. If any

one could say of Either that He was mutable

or subject to change ; or that either in time,

or place, or power, or energy He could be

measured ; or that He was not naturally good,

or not Self-moved, or not a free agent, or a

Minister, or a Hymnsinger ; or that He
feared, or was a recipient of freedom, or was

not counted with God ; let him prove this

and we will acquiesce, and will be glorified

by the Majesty of our Fellow Servants, though

we lose our God. But if all that the Father

has belongs likewise to the Son, except Caus-

ality ; and all that is the Son's belongs also

to the Spirit, except His Sonship, and what-

soever is spoken of Him as to Incarnation for

me a man, and for my salvation, that, taking

of mine, He may impart His own by this new
commingling ; then cease your babbling,

though so late, O ye sophists of vain talk that

falls at once to the ground ; for why will ye

die O House of Israel ? <*—if I may mourn for

you in the words of Scripture.

XI. For my part I revere also the Titles of

the Word, which are so many, and so high and
great, which even the demons respect. And
I revere also the Equal Rank of the Holy
Ghost ; and I fear the threat pronounced

against those who blaspheme Him. And
blasphemy is not the reckoning Him God, but

the severing Him from the Godhead. And
here you must remark that That which is blas-

phemed is Lord, and That which is avenged is

the Holy Ghost, evidently as Lord. I cannot

bear to be unenlightened after my Enlighten-

ment, by marking with a different stamp any

of the Three into Whom I was baptized; and
thus to be indeed buried in the water, and in-

itiated not into Regeneration, but into death.

XII. I dare to utter something, O Trinity

;

and may pardon be granted to my folly, for

the risk is to my soul. I too am an Image of

God, of the Heavenly Glory, though I be

placed on earth. I cannot believe that I am
saved by one who is my equal. If the Holy
Ghost is not God, let Him first be made God,
and then let Him deify me His equal. But
now what deceit this is on the part of grace,

or rather of the givers of grace, to believe in

God and to come away godless ; by one set of

questions and confessions leading to another

set of conclusions. Alas for this fair fame, if

aEzek. xviii, 31,

after the Laver I am blackened, if I am to see

those who are not yet cleansed brighter than

myself; if I am cheated by the heresy of my
Baptizer ; if I seek for the stronger Spirit and

find Him not. Give me a second Font before

you think evil of the first. Why do you
grudge me a complete regeneration ? Why
do you make me, who am the Temple of the

Holy Ghost as of God, the habitation of a

creature ? Why do you honour part of what
belongs to me, and dishonour part, judging

falsely of the Godhead, to cut me off from the

Gift, or rather to cut me in two by the gift ?

Either honour the Whole, or dishonour the

Whole, O new Theologian, that, if you are wick-

ed, you may at any rate be consistent with your-

self, and not judge unequally ofan equal nature.

XIII. To sum up my discourse :—Glorify

Him with the Cherubim, who unite the Three

Holies into One Lord, ** and so far indicate the

Primal Substance as their wings open to the

diligent. With David be enlightened, who said

to the Light, In Thy Light shall we see Light,^

that is, in the Spirit we shall see the Son ; and
what can be of further reaching ray ? With
John thunder, sounding forth nothing that is

low or earthly concerning God, but what is

high and heavenly, Who is in the beginning,

and is with God, and is God the WordjV and
true God of the true Father, and not a good
fellow-servant honoured only with the title of

Son ; and the Other Comforter (other, that is,

from the Speaker, Who was the Word of God).
And when you read, I and the Father are

One,^ keep before your eyes the Unity of Sub-

stance; but when you see, " We will come to

him, and make Our abode with him, '

'
^ remem-

ber the distinction of Persons ; and when you

see the Names, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

think of the Three Personalities.

XIV. With Luke be inspired as you study

the Acts of the Apostles. Why do you range

yourself with Ananias and Sapphira, those

vain embezzlers (if indeed the theft of one's

own property be a vain thing) and that by
appropriating, not silver nor any other cheap

and worthless thing, like a wedge of gold,^ or

a didrachma, as did of old a rapacious soldier

;

but stealing the Godhead Itself, and lying,

not to men but to God, as you have heard.

What? Will you not reverence even the au-

thority of the Spirit Who breathes upon
whom, and when, and as He wills ? He
comes upon Cornelius and his companions

before Baptism, to others after Baptism, by
the hands of the Apostles ; so that from both

a Isai. vi. 3.

£ lb. X. 30.

/3 Ps. xxxv!. 9.

« John xiv. 23.
y John i. i.

f Josh. vii. 21,
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sides, both from the fact that He comes in

the guise of a Master and not of a Servant,

and from the fact of His being sought to make
perfect, the Godhead of the Spirit is testified.

XV. Speak of God with Paul, who was
caught up to the third Heaven," and who some-
times counts up the Three Persons, and that in

varied order, not keeping the same order, but

reckoning one and the same Person now first,

now second, now third ; and for what pur-

pose ? Why, to shew the equality of the

Nature. And sometimes he mentions Three,

sometimes Two or One, because That which
is not mentioned is included. And some-
times he attributes the operation of God to

the Spirit, as in no respect different from Him,
and sometimes instead of the Spirit he brings

in Christ ; and at times he separates the Per-

sons saying, "One God, of whom are all

things, and we in Him ; and one Lord Jesus

Christ, by whom are all things, and we by
Him ;

" ^ at other times he brings together the

one Godhead, " For of Him and through Him
and in Him are all things ;

" y that is, through

the Holy Ghost, as is shown by many places in

Scripture. To Him be glory for ever and ever.

Amen.

ORATION XXXVn.
On the Words of the Gospel, "When

Jesus had Finished these Savings,"
ETC.—S. Matt. xix. i.

I. Jesus Who Chose The Fishermen, Him-
self also useth a net, and changeth place for

place. Why? Not only that He may gain

more of those who love God by His visitation
;

but also, as it seems to me, that He may hal-

low more places. To the Jews He becomes
as a Jew that He may gain the Jews ; to

them that are under the Law as under the

Law, that He may redeem them that are

imder the Law ; to the weak as weak, that

He may save the weak. He is made all tilings

to all men that He may gain all. Why do I

say, All things to all men ? For even that

which Paul could not endure to say of himself

I find that the Saviour suffered. For He is

made not only a Jew, and not only doth He
take to Himself all monstrous and vile names,

but even that which is most monstrous of all,

even very sin and very curse; not that He
it such, but He is called so. For how can He
be sin, Who setteth us free from sin ; and how
can He be a curse. Who redeemeth ns from the

curse of the Law ? * But it is in order that He
may carry His display of humility even to this

a 2 Cor. xii, 2.

y Rom. xi. 36,

(3 I Cor. viii. 6.

6 Gal, iii, 10, 13,

extent, and form us to that humility which is

the producer of exaltation. As I said then,

He is made a Fisherman ; He condescendeth to

all ; He casteth the net ; He endureth all things,

that He may draw up the fish from the depths,

that is, Man who is swimming in the unsettled

and bitter waves of life.

IL Therefore now also, when He had fin-

ished these sayings He departed from Galilee

and came into the coasts of Judea beyond
Jordan ; He dwelleth well in Galilee, in order

that the people which sat in darkness may see

great Light." He removeth to Judea in order

that He may persuade people to rise up from
the Letter and to follow the Spirit. He teach-

eth, now on a mountain ; now He discourseth

on a plain ; now He passeth over into a ship
;

now He rebuketh the surges. And perhaps He
goes to sleep, in order that He may bless sleep

also
;
perhaps He is tired that He may hallow

weariness also
;

perhaps He weeps that He
may make tears blessed. He removeth from

place to place. Who is not contained in any
place ; the timeless, the bodiless, the uncir-

cumscript, the same Who was and is ; Who
was both above time, and came under time,

and was invisible and is seen. He w^as in the

beginning and was with God, and was God.^
The word Was occurs the third time to be
confirmed by number. What He was He
laid aside ; what He was not He assumed

;

not that He became two, but He deigned to

be One made out of the two. For both are

God, that which assumed, and that which
was assumed ; two Natures meeting in One,
not two Sons (let us not give a false account

of the blending). He who is such and so

great—but what has befallen me? I have
fallen into human language. For how can So
Great be said of the Absolute, and how can

That which is without quantity be called Such ?

But pardon the word, for I am speaking of the

greatest things with a limited instrument.

And That great and long-suffering and form-

less and bodiless Nature will endure this, name-
ly, my words as if of a body, and weaker than

the truth. For if He condescended to Flesh,

He will also endure such language.

HL And great multitudes followed Him,
and He healed them there, where the multitude

was greater. If He had abode upon His own
eminence, if He had not condescended to in-

firmity, if He had remained what He was,

keeping Himself unapproachable and incom-

prehensible, a few perhaj:® would have fol-

lowed Him—perhaps not even a few, jiossibly

a Isa. /3 John i, >.
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only Moses—and He only so far as to see

with difficulty the Back Parts of God." For

He penetrated the cloud, either being placed

outside the weight of the body or being

withdrawn from his senses ; for how could

he have ga/ed upon the subtlety, or the in-

corporeity, or I know not how one should call

it, of God, being incorporate and using mate-

rial eyes ? But inasmuch as He strips Himself
for us, inasmuch as He comes down (and I

speak of an exinanition, as it were, a laying

aside and a diminution of His glory), He be-

comes by this comprehensible.

IV. And pardon me meanwhile that I again

suffer a human affection. I am filled with

indignation and grief for my Christ (and I

would that you might sympathize with me)
when I see my Christ dishonoured on this ac-

count on which He most merited honour. Is

He on this account to be dishonoured, tell me,
that for you He was humble ? Is He therefore

a Creature, because He careth for the creature ?

Is He therefore subject to time, because He
watches over those who are subject to time ?

Nay, He beareth all things. He endureth all

things.^ And what marvel ? He put up with

blows. He bore spittings, He tasted gall for

my taste. And even now He bears to be

stoned, not only by those who deal despite-

fuUy with Him, but also by ourselves who
seem to reverence Him. For to use corpo-

real names when discoursing of the incor-

ix)real is perhaps the part of those who deal

despitefully and stone Him ; but pardon, I

say again to our infirmity, for I do not will-

ingly stone Him ; but having no other words
to use, we use what we have. Thou art

called the Word, and Thou art above Word

;

Thou art above Light, yet art named Light

;

Thou art called Fire not as perceptible to

sense, but because Thou purgest light and
worthless matter; a Sword, because Thou
severest the worse from the better ; a Fan,
because Thou purgest the threshing-floor, and
blowest away all that is light and Avindy, and
layest up in the garner above all that is

weighty and full ; an Axe, because Thou cut-

test down the worthless fig-tree, after long
patience, because Thou cuttest away the roots

of wickedness ; the Door, because Thou bring-

est in ; the Way, because we go straight ; the

Sheep, because Thou art the Sacrifice ; the

High Priest, because Thou offerest the Body

;

the Son, because Thou art of the Father.

Again I stir men's tongues ; again some men
rave against Christ, or rather against me, who

t Exod. XX. 21 ; xxxiii. 30, 33, fi I Cor. xiii. 7.

have been deemed worthy to be a herald of

the Word. I am like John, The Voice of one
crying in the wilderness"—a wilderness that

once was dry, but now is only too populous.

V. But, as I was saying, to return to my
argument ; for this reason great multitudes

followed Him, because He condescended to

our infirmities. What next? The Pharisees

also, it says, came luito Him, tempting Him,
and saying unto Him, is it lawful for a man
to put away his wife for every cause ? Again
the Pharisees tempt Him ; again they who
read the Law do not know the Law ; again

they who are expounders of the Law need
others to teach them. It was not enough that

Sadducees should tempt Him concerning the

Resurrection, and Lawyers question Him about

perfection, and the Herodians about the poll-

tax, and others about authority ; but some one
must also ask about Marriage at Him who can-

not be tempted, the Creator of wedlock. Him
who from the First Cause made this whole race

of mankind. And He answered and said unto

them. Have ye not read that He which made
them at the beginning made them male and
female? He knoweth how to solve some of

their questions and to bridle others. When
He is asked. By what authority doest thou

these things ? He Himself, because of the

utter ignorance of those who asked Him, re-

plies with another question ; The baptism of

John, was it from Heaven or of men ? He
on both sides entangles His questioners, so

that we also are able, following the examiilc

of Christ, sometimes to check those who argue

with us over-officiously, and with still more
absurd questions to solve the absurdity of

their questions. For we too are wise in

vanity at times, if I may boast of the things

of folly. But when He sees a question that

calls for reasoning, then He does not deem
His questioners unworthy of prudent answers.

VI. The question which you have put

seems to me to do honour to chastity, and to

demand a kind reply. Chastity, in respect of

which I see that the majority of men are ill-

disposed, and that their laws are unequal and

irregular. For what was the reason why they

restrained the woman, but indulged the man,
and that a woman who practises evil against

her husband's bed is an adulteress, and the

penalties of the law for this are very severe

;

but if the husband commits fornication against

his wife, he has no account to give? I do not

accept this legislation ; I do not approve this

custom. They who made the Law were men,

« M»tt< iii. 3,
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and therefore their legislation is hard on

women, since they have placed children also

under the authority of their fathers, while

leaving the weaker sex uncared for. God
doth not so ; but saith Honour thy father and
thy mother, v.hich is the first commandment
with promise ; that it may be well with thee

;

and, He that curseth father or mother, let him
die the death. Similarly He gave honour to

good and punishment to evil. And, The bless-

ing of a father strengtheneth the houses of

children, but the curse of a mother uprooteth

tlie foundations." See the equality of the

legislation. There is one Maker of man and
woman ; one debt is owed by children to

both their parents.

Vn. How then dost thou demand Chastity,

while thou dost not thyself observe it? How
dost thou demand that which thou dost not

give ? How, though thou art equally a body,

dost thou legislate unequally ? If thou en-

quire into the worse—The Woman Sinned,

and so did Adam.^ The serpent deceived them
both ; and one was not found to be the

stronger and the other the weaker. But dost

thou consider the better ? Christ saves both

by His Passion. Was He made flesh for the

Man ? So He was also for the woman. Did
He die for the Man ? The Woman also is

saved by His death. He is called of the

seed of David ;
v and so perhaps you think the

Man is honoured ; but He is born of a Virgin,

and this is on the Woman's side. They two.

He says, shall be one Flesh; so let the one

flesh have equal honour. '

' And Paul legislates

for chastity by His example. How, and in

Avhat way ? This Sacrament is great, he says,

But I speak concerning Christ and the Church.*

It is well for the wife to reverence Christ

through her husband : and it is well for the

husband not to dishonor the Church through

his wife. Let the wife, he says, see that she

reverence her husband, for so she does Christ;

but also he bids the husband cherish his wife,

for so Christ does the Church. « Let us, then,

give further consideration to this saying.

VIII. Churn milk and it will be butter ;f

examine this and perhaps you may find some-

thing more nourishing in it. For I think

that the Word here seems to deprecate second

marriage. For, if there were two Christs,

there may be two husbands or two wives ; but

if Christ is One, one Head of the Church, let

there be also one flesh, and let a second be

rejected ; and if it hinder the second what is

to be said for a third ? The first is law, the

a V.cclus. iii. ii.

d Ephcs. V. 32.

|3 ("fCn. iii. 6.

« Ib.v. 22 scij.

y Rom. i. 3.

i i'rov. xxx. 33,

second is indulgence, the third is transgres-

sion, and anything beyond this is swinish,

such as has not evx-n many examples of its

wickedness. Now the Law grants divorce for

every cause ; but Christ not for every cause

;

but He allows only separation from the whore

;

and in all other things He commands patience.

He allows to put away the fornicatress, be-

cause she corrupts the offspring; but in all

other matters let us be patient and endure ; or
rather be ye* enduring and patient, as many
as have received the yoke of matrimony. If

you see lines or marks upon her, take away
her ornaments ; if a hasty tongue, restrain

it; if a meretricious laugh, make it modest;
if immoderate expenditure or drink, reduce
it; if unseasonable going out, shackle it; if

a lofty eye, chastise it. It is uncertain

which is in danger, the separator or the se-

parated. Let thy fountain of water, it says,

be only thine own, and let no stranger share

it v/ith thee ;
^ and, let the colt of thy favours

and the stag of thy love company with thee

;

do thou then take care not to be a strange

river, nor to please others better than thine

own wife. But if thou be carried elsewhere,

then thou makest a law of lewdness for thy

partner also. Thus saith the Saviour.

IX. But what of the Pharisees ? To them
this word seems harsh. Yes, for they are also

displeased at other noble words—both the

older Pharisees, and the Pharisees of the pres-

ent day. For it is not only race, but dispo-

sition also that makes a Pharisee. Thus also

I reckon as an Assyrian or an Egyptian him
who is ranged among these by his character.

What then say the Pharisees ? If the case

of the man be so with his wife, it is not

good to marry. Is it only now, O Pharisee,

that thou understandest this. It is not good
to marry ?Y Didst thou not know it before

when thou sawest widowhoods, and orphan-

hoods, and untimely deaths, and mourning
succeeding to shouting, and funerals coming
upon weddings, and childlessness, and all the

comedy or tragedy that is connected with

this? Either is most appropriate language.

It is good to marry ; I too admit it, for

marriage is honourable in all, and the bed

undefiled.* It is good for the temperate,

not for those who are insatiable, and who
desire to give more than due honour to the

flesh. When marriage is only marriage and
conjunction and the desire for a succession of

children, marriage is honourable, for it brings

into the world more to please God. But

a All iiijic.ition that S. Gregory was himself unmarried.
/3 Prov. V. 17. y Matt. xix. 10. 6 Heb. xiii. ^
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when it kindles matter, and surrounds us with

thorns, and as it were discovers the way of

vice, then I too say, It is not good to marry.

X, Marriage is honourable ; but I cannot

say that it is more lofty than virginity ; for

virginity were no great thing if it were not

better than a good thing. Do not however

be angry, ye women that are subject to the

yoke. \\'e must obey God rather than man.

But be ye bound together, both virgins and
wives, and be one in the Lord, and each

others' adornment. There would be no celi-

bate if there were no marriage. For whence
would the virgin have passed into this life?

Marriage would not have been venerable un-

less it had borne virgin fruit to God and to

life. Honour thou also thy mother, of whom
thou wast born. Honour thou also her who
is of a mother and is a mother." A mother

she is not, but a Bride of Christ she is. The
visible beauty is not hidden, but that which
is unseen is visible to God. All the glory of

the King's Daughter is within,^ clothed with

golden fringes, embroidered whether by ac-

tions or by contemplation. And she who
is under the yoke, let her also in some de-

gree be Christ's ; and the virgin altogether

Christ's. Let the one be not entirely chained

to the world,> and let the other not belong to

the world at all. For that which is a part to

the yoked, is to the virgin all in all. Hast

thou chosen the life of Angels ? Art thou

ranked among the unyoked ? Sink not down
to the flesh; sink not down to matter; be

not wedded to matter, while otherwise thou

remainest unwedded. A lascivious eye guard-

eth not virginity ; a meretricious tongue

mingles with the Evil One ; feet that walk
disorderly accuse of disease or danger. Let

the mind also be virgin ; let it not rove

about ; let it not wander ; let it not carry in

itself forms of evil things (for the form is a

part of harlotry) ; let it not make idols in its

soul of hateful things.

XI. But He said unto them, All men can-

not receive this saying, save they to whom
it is given. Do you see the sublimity of the

matter ? It is found to be nearly incompre-
hensible. For surely it is more than carnal

that that which is born of flesh should not

beget to the flesh. Surely it is Angelic that

she who is bound to flesh should live not ac-

cording to flesh, but be loftier than her na-

ture. The flesh bound her to the world, but

reason led her up to God. The flesh weighed

oThe passage is obsaire. Combcfis reads, "Though she be
not a mother " but ihc MSS are against hini.

P Pi. xlv. 14. y Luke viii. 14,

her down, but reason gave her wings ; the

flesh bound her, but desire loosed her. With
thy whole soul, O Virgin, be intent upon God
(I give this same injunction to men and to

women) ; and do not take the same view in

other respects of what is honourable as the

mass of men do ; of family, of wealth, of throne,

of dynasty, of that beauty which shews itself

in complexion and composition of members,

the plaything of time and disease. If thou

hast poured out upon God the whole of thy

love ; if thou hast not two objects of desire,

both the passing and the abiding, both the

visible and the invisible, then thou hast been

so pierced by the arrow of election, and hast

so learned the beauty of the Bridegroom, that

thou too canst say with the bridal drama and
song, thou art sweetness and altogether love-

liness.

XII. You see how streams confined in

lead pipes, through being much compressed

and carried to one point, often so far depart

from the nature of water that that which is

pushed from behind will often flow constantly

upwards. So if thou confine thy desire, and
be wholly joined to God, thou wilt not fall

downward ; thou wilt not be dissipated ; thou

wilt remain entirely Christ's, until thou see

Christ thy Bridegroom. Keep thyself unap-

proachable, both in word and work and life,

and thought and action. From all sides the

Evil One interferes with thee ; he spies thee

everywhere, where he may strike, where
wound thee ; let him not find anything bared

and ready to his stroke. The purer he sees

thee, the more he strives to stain thee, for the

stains on a shining garment are more conspic-

uous. Let not eye draw eye, nor laughter

laughter, nor familiarity night, lest night

bring destruction. For that which is grad-

ually drawn away and stolen, works a mischief

which is unperceived at the time, but yet at-

tains to the consummation of wickedness.

XIII. All men. He saith, cannot receive

this saying, but they to whom it is given.

When you hear this. It is given, do not un-

derstand it in a heretical fashion, and bring

in differences of nature, the earthly and the

spiritual and the mixed. For there are

people so evilly disposed as to think that some
men are of an utterly ruined nature, and some
of a nature which is saved, and that others

are of such a disposition as their will may lead

them to, either to the better, or to the worse.

For that men may have a certain aptitude,

one more, another less, I too admit ; but not

that this aptitude alone suffices for ])crfection,

but that it is reason which calls this out, that
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nature may proceed to action, just as fire is

produced when a flint is struck with iron.

When you hear To whom it is given, add,

And it is given to those who are called and
to those who incline that way. For when
you hear, Not of him that willeth, nor of

him that runneth, but of God that shew-

eth mercy," I counsel you to think the same.

For since there are some who are so proud of

their successes that they attribute all to them-

selves and nothing to Him that made them
and gave them wisdom and supi^lied them
with good ; such are taught by this word that

even to wish well needs help from God ; or

rather that even to choose what is right is

divine and a gift of the mercy of God. For

it is necessary both that we should be our own
masters and also that our salvation should be

of God. This is why He saith not of him
that willeth ; that is, not of him that willeth

only, nor of him that runneth only, but also

of God. That sheweth mercy. Next ; since

to will also is from God, he has attributed the

whole to God with reason. However much
you may run, however much you may wrestle,

yet you need one to give the crown. Except

the Lord build the house, they laboured in

vain that built it : Except the Lord keep the

city, in vain they watched that keep it.^ I

know. He says, that the race is not to the

swift, nor the battle to the strong, v nor the vic-

tory to the fighters, nor the harbours to the

good sailors; but to God it belongs both to

work victory, and to bring the barque safe

to port.

XIV. In another place it is also said and
iniderstood, and perhaps it is necessary that I

should add it as follows to what has already

been said, in order that I may impart to you

also my wealth. The Mother of the Sons of Ze-

bedee, in an impulse of parental affection, asked

a thing in ignorance of the measure of what she

was asking,* but pardonably, through the excess

of her love and of the kindness due to her chil-

dren. For there is nothing more affectionate

than a Mother,—and I speak of this that I

may lay down a law for honouring Mothers.

Their mother, then, asked Jesus that they

might sit, the one on His right hand, the

other on his left. But what saith the Saviour ?

He first asks if they can drink the Cup which
He Himself was about to drink ; and when
this was professed, and the Saviour accepted

the profession (for He knew that they were

being perfected by the same, or rather that

they would be perfected thereby) ; what saith

a Rom. ix. i6.

Y Keeled ix., ii.
fPs. cx.wii. J.

Matt. XX, to, etCi

He? " They shall drink the cup ; but to sit

on My right hand and on My left—it is not

Mine, He saith, to give this, but to whom it

hath been given." Is then the ruling mind
nothing? Nothing the labour? Nothing the

reasoning? Nothing the philosophy ? Nothing

the fasting? Nothing the vigils, the sleeping

on the ground, the shedding floods of tears?

Is it for nothing of these, but in accordance

with some election by lot, that a Jeremias is

sanctified, and others are estranged from the

womb ?

XV. I fear lest some monstrous reasoning

may come in, as of the soul having lived else-

where, and then having been bound to this

body, and that it is from that other life that

some receive the gift of prophecy, and others

are condemned, namely, those who lived

badly. But since such a conception is too

absurd, and contrary to the traditions of the

Church (others if they Uke may play with

such doctrines, but it is unsafe for us to play

with them) ; we must in this place too add to

the words '*To whom it hath been given,"

this, " who are worthy ;
" who have not only

received this character from the Father, but

have given it to themselves.

XVI. For there are eunuclis which were

made eunuchs from their mother's womb, etc.

I should very much like to be able to say some-

thing bold about eunuchs. Be not proud, ye

who are eunuchs by nature. For, in point of

self-restraint, this is perhaps unwilling. For it

has not come to the test, nor has your self-

restraint been proved by trial. For the good
which is by nature is not a subject of merit

;

that which is the result of purpose is laudable.

What merit has fire for burning, for it is its

nature to burn? What merit has water for

falling, a })roperty given to it by its Maker ?

What thanks does the snow get for its cold-

ness, or the sun for its shining ?—It shines

even if it does not wish. Claim merit if you

please by willing the better things. You will

claim it if, being carnal, you make yourself

yourself spiritual ; if, while drawn down by

the leaden flesh, you receive wings from rea-

son ; if though lowly born, you are found

to be heavenly ; if while chained down to

the flesh, you shew yourself superior to the

flesh.

XVII. Since then, natural chastity is not

meritorious, I demand something else from

the eunuchs. Do not go a whoring in re-

spect of the Godhead. Having been wedded
to Christ, do not dishonour Christ. Being per-

fected by the spirit, do not make the Spirit

your own equal. If I yet pleased men, saj'$
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Paul, I should not be the servant of Christ." If

I worshipped a creature, I should not be called

a Christian. For why is Christianity pre-

cious ? Is it not that Christ is God, unless

my mingling with Him in love is a mere hu-

man passion ? And yet I honour Peter, but I

am not called a Petrine ; and Paul, but have

never been called a Pauline. I cannot allow

myself to be named after a man, who am born

of God. So then, if it is because you believe

Him to be God that you are called a Chris-

tian, may you ever be so called, and may you
remain in both the name and the thing ; but

if you are called from Christ only because you
have an affection for Him, you attribute no
more to him than other names which are

given from some practice or fact.

XVIII. Consider those men who are de-

voted to horse racing. They are named after

the colours and the sides on which they have
placed themselves. You know the names
without my mentioning them. If it is thus

that you have got the name of Christian, the

mere title is a very small thing even though

you pride yourself upon it. But if it is be-

cause you believe Him to be God, shew your

faith by your works. If the Son is a creature,

even now also you are worshipping the crea-

ture instead of the Creator. If the Holy
Ghost is a creature, you are baptized in vain,

and are only sound on two sides, or rather

not even on them ; but on one you are alto-

gether in danger. Imagine the Trinity to be

a single pearl, alike on all sides and equally glis-

tening. If any part of the pearl be injured,

the whole beauty of the stone is gone. So
when you dishonour the Son in order to hon-

our the Father, He does not accept your hon-

our. The Father doth not glory in the dis-

honour of the Son. If a wise Son maketh a

glad Father,^ how much more doth the hon-

our of the Son become that of the Father !

And if you also accept this saying. My Son,

glory not in the dishonour of thy Father,y

similarly the Father doth not glory in the

Son's dishonour. If you dishonour the Holy
Ghost, the Son receiveth not your honour. For
though He be not of the Father in the same
way as the Son, yet He is of the same Father.

Either honour the whole or dishonour the

whole, so as to have a consistent mind. I can-

not accept your half piety. I would have
you altogether pious, but in the way that I

desire. Pardon my affection : I am grieved

even for those who hate me. You were one
of my members, even though you are now cut

A Calat. i. 10. fi Prov. X. I Y Ecclus. iii. to.

off: perhaps you will again become a mem-
ber ; and therefore I speak kindly. Thus
much for the sake of the Eunuchs, that they
may be chaste in respect of the Godhead.
XIX. For it is not only bodily sin which is

called fornication and adultery, but any sin

you have committed, and especially trans-

gression against that which is divine. Per-

haps you ask how we can prove this :—They
went a whoring, it says, with their own in-

ventions.* Do you see an impudent act

of fornication ? And again. They committed
adultery in the wood.^ See you a kind of

adulterous religion ? Do not then commit
spiritual adultery, while keeping your bodies

chaste. Do not shew that it is unwillingly

you are chaste in body, by not being chaste

where you cau commit fornication. Why
have you done your impiety ? Why are you
hurried to vice, so that it is all one to call a
man a Eunuch or a villain ? Place yourselves

on the side of men, and, even though so late,

have some manly thoughts. Avoid the wo-
men's apartments ; do not let the disgrace of
proclamation be added to the disgrace of the

name. Would you have us persevere a little

longer in this discourse, or are you tired with
what we have said ? Nay, by what follows let

even the eunuchs be honoured. For the word
is one of praise.

XX. There are, He says, some eunuchs
which were so born from their mother's
womb ; and there are some eunuchs which
were made eunuchs of men ; and there be
eunuchs which have made themselves eunuchs
for the Kingdom of Heaven's sake. He that

is able to receive it, let him receive it. I

think that the discourse would sever itself

from the body, and represent higher things by
bodily figures ; for to stop the meaning at

bodily eunuchs would be small and very weak,
and unworthy of the Word ; and we must un-

derstand in addition something worthy of the

Spirit. Some, then, seem by nature to incline

to good. And when I speak of nature, I am
not slighting free will, but sui)posing both—

-

an aptitude for good, and that which brings

the natural aptitude to effect. And there are

others whom reason cleanses, by cutting them
off from the passions. These I imagine to be
meant by those whom men have made Eunuchs,
when the word of teaching distinguishing the

better from the worse and rejecting the one
and commanding the other (like the verse,

Depart from evil and do good),Y works spiritual

chastity. This sort of making eunuchs I ap-

aPs. cvi. 39' ^ Jer. iii. 9 (Libere). y Ps. xxxvii. 27,
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prove ; and I highly praise both teachers and

taught, that the one have nobly effected, and

the other still more nobly endured, the cut-

ting off.

XXI. And there be eunuchs which have

made themselves eunuchs for the Kingdom of

Heaven's sake. Others, too, who have not

met with teachers, have been laudable teach-

ers to themselves. No father nor mother,

no Priest or Bishop, nor any of tliose com-

missioned to teach, taught you your duty

;

but by moving reason in yourself and by

kindling the spark of good by your free will,

you made yourself a eunuch, and acquired

such a habit of virtue that impulse to vice be-

came almost an impossibility to you. There-

fore I praise this kind of Eunuch-making also,

and perhaps even above the others. He
that is able to receive it let him receive it.

Choose which part you will ; either follow the

Teacher or be your own teacher. One thing

alone is shameful—that the passions be not

extirpated. It matters not how they are ex-

tirpated. The teacher is God's creature ; and

you also have the same origin ; and whether

the teacher grasp this grace, or the good be

your own—it is equally good.

XXII. Only let us cut ourselves off from

passion, lest any root of bitterness springing

up trouble us ; « only let us follow the image
;

only let us reverence our Archetype. Cut off

the bodily jjassions ; cut off also the spiritual.

For by how much the soul is more precious

tlian the body, by so much more precious is it

to cleanse the soul than the body. And if

cleansing of tlie body be a praiseworthy act,

.see, I pray you, how much greater and higher

is that of the soul. Cut away the Arian im-

piety ; cut away the false opinion of Sabellius
;

do not join more than is right, or wrongly

sever ; do not either confuse the Three Persons

into One, or make Three diversities of Nature.

The One is praiseworthy if rightly understood
;

and the Three when rightly divided, when the

division is of Persons, not of Godhead.

XXIII. I enact this for Laymen too, and I

enjoin it also upon all Priests, and upon those

commissioned to rule. Come to the aid of the

Word, all of you to whom God has given power

to aid. It is a great thing to check murder,

to i)unish adultery, to chastise theft ; much
more to establish piety by law, and to bestow

sound doctrine. My word will not be able to

do as much in fighting for the Holy Trinity as

your Edict, if you will bridle the ill disposed,

if you will hell) the persecuted, if you will

a Hvb. ,\ii, 15.

check the slayers, and prevent people from

being slain. I am speaking not merely of

bodily but of spiritual slaughter. For all sin

IS the death of the

my discourse end.

soul. Here let

1 speak a prayer

Husbands alike

old men, and

XXIV. But it remains that

for those who are assembled,

and wives, rulers and ruled,

young men, and maidens, every sort of age,

bear ye every loss whether of money or of

body, but one thing alone do not endure—to

lose the Godhead. I adore the Father, I

adore the Son, I adore the Holy Ghost ; or

rather We adore them ; I, who am speaking,

before all and after all and with all, in the

same Christ our Lord, to whom be the glory

and the might for ever. Amen.

INTRODUCTION TO THE ORATION
ON THE THEOPHANY.

The Title of this Oration has given rise

to a doubt whether it was preached on Dec.

25, 380, or on Jan. 6, 381. The word
Theophania is well known as a name for the

Epiphany ; which, however, according to

Schaff," was originally a celebration both

of the Nativity and the Baptism of our Lord.

The two words seem both to have been used

in the simplest sense of the Manifestation

of God, and certainly were applied to Christ-

mas Day. Thus Suidas, "The Epiphany is

the Incarnation of the Saviour ;

'

' and Epi-

phanius (Heer., 53), "The Day of the Epi-

phany is the day on which Christ was born

according to the flesh." But S. Jerome ap-

plies the word to the Baptism of Christ

;

" The day of the Epiphany is still venerable
;

not, as some think, on account of His Birth in

the flesh ; for then He was hidden, not mani-

fested ; but it agrees with the time at which

it was said. This is My beloved Son (In

Ezech. I.). There is also a Sermon, attri-

buted to S. Chrysostom, " On the Baptism of

Christ," in which it is expressly denied that

the name Theophany applies to Christmas.

The Oration itself, however, contains evidence

to shew that the Festival of our Lord's Birth

was kept at the earlier date; for in c. 16

the Preacher says, " A little later you shall see

Jesus submitting to be purified in the river

Jordan for my purification." And another

piece of evidence occurs in the oration In

Sancta Lumina, c. 14, " At His Birth Ave duly

kept festival, both I the leader of the feast,

«H. E., Nic Per., p. 399.
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and you. Now we are come to another

action of Christ and another Mystery.
'

'

The Oration is thus analysed by Abbe
Benoit

:

" After an exordium which is full of the en-

thusiasm and joy which such a subject natur-

ally inspires the Orator recommends his

hearers to celebrate the Festival by a pious

gladness, and by hearing the Word of God

;

and not as the heathen celebrated their feasts,

by profane amusements and all kinds of ex-

cess. He will try to satisfy their desires by
speaking to them of God. God is infinite,

ineffable, eternal, the Sovereign Good. He
created the Angels in the beginning out of

goodness. The fall ofthe Angels was followed

by the creation of the material world. Man
too fell, and God shewed His mercy even in

the punishment. He used various means to

raise him again ; and at length He came
Himself. Then the speaker forcibly argues

against those who misuse the infinite conde-

scension ofthe Word to contest His Godhead

;

he rapidly traces the principal features of His
Life—at once human and Divine ; and ends

with a recommendation to his hearers to imit-

ate in all things the Life of Christ, so that

they may have a share in His Kingdom in

Heaven."
It is considered one ofthe best of Gregory's

discourses. " By the grandeur of the plan,"

says Benoit, "the elevation ofthe ideas, and
the rich fund of doctrine, this discourse is in-

contestably one of S. Gregory's most remark-
able efforts."

OR.VTION XXXVIII.

On the Theophany, or Birthday of
Christ.

I. Christ is born, glorify ye Him. Christ

from heaven, go ye out to meet Him. Christ

on earth ; be ye exalted. Sing unto the Lord
all the whole earth ;

» and that I may join both
in one word. Let the heavens rejoice, and let

the earth be glad, for Him Who is of heaven
and then of earth. Christ in the flesh, rejoice

v^rith trembling and with joy; with trembhng
because of your sins, with joy because of your
hope. Christ of a Virgin ; O ye Matrons live

as Virgins, that ye may be Mothers of Christ.

Who doth not worship Him That is from the

beginning? Who doth not glorify Him That
is the Last?

o Ps. xcvi. I, 1 1.

II. Again the darkness is past ; again Light is

made ; again Egypt is punished with darkness

;

again Israel is enlightened by a pillar." The
people that sat in the darkness of ignorance,

let it see the Great Light of full knowledge.^

Old things are passed away, behold all things

are become new.v The letter gives way, the

Spirit comes to the front. The shadows flee

away, the Truth comes in upon them. Mel-
chisedec is concluded.* He that was without

Mother becomes without Father (without

Mother of His former state, without Father of

His second). The laws of nature are upset;

the world above must be filled. Christ com-
mands it, let us not set ourselves against Him.
O clap your hands together all ye people,^ be-

cause unto us a Child is born, and a Son given

unto us, Whose Government is upon His
shoulder (for with the Cross it is raised up),

and His Name is called The Angel of the

Great Counsel of the Father.^ Let John cry,

Prepare ye the way of the Lord : '' I too will

cry the power of this Day. He Who is not

carnal is Incarnate ; the Son of God becomes
the Son of Man, Jesus Christ the Same yes-

terday, and to-day, and for ever.^ Let the

Jews be offended, let the Greeks deride ; " let

heretics talk till their tongues ache. Then
shall they believe, when they see Him ascend-

ing up into heaven ; and if not then, yet when
they see Him coming out of heaven and sit-

ting as Judge.

III. Of these on a future occasion ; for the

present the Festival is the Theophany or

Birth-day, for it is called both, two titles being

given to the one thing. For God was mani-

fested to man by birth. On the one hand
Being, and eternally Being, of the Eternal

Being, above cause and word, for there was no
word before The Word ; and on the other hand
for our sakes also Becoming, that He Who
gives us our being might also give us our Well-

being, or rather might restore us by His In-

carnation, when we had by wickedness fallen

from wellbeing. The name Theophany is

given to it in reference to the Manifestation,

and that of Birthday in respect of His Birth.

IV. This is our present Festival ; it is this

which we are celebrating to-day, the Coming
of God to Man, that we might go forth,^ or

a Exod. xiv. 20. P Isa. ix. 6. y i Cor. v, 17.

S The meaninc: clearly is that the type presented by IMclchisedec

(Ileb. vii. 3) is fulfilled in Christ. The explanation here given by
S. Gregory is the ordinary one found in the Fathers. Thus, e.g.,

Theodoret says, "Christ our Lord is without Mother as God, for

He was begotten of the Father alone ; and without Father as Man,
for He was born of a pure Virgin." Oecumenius has almost the

exact words of Gregory. So also S. Augustine (Tract in Jo.Tiin,

8), " Christ was singularly born of a Father without a Mother, of .a

Mother without a Father ; without Mother as God, without Father
as Man." c Ps. xlvii. i. i Isa. ix. 6. r) Matt. iii. 3.

9 Heb. xiii. 8. « i Cor. i. 23. A Ephes. iv. 22, 24.
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rather (for this is the more proper expression)

that we might go back to God—that putting

off the old man, we might put on the New

;

and that as we died in Adam, so we might

live in Christ," being born with Christ and

crucified with Him and buried with Him and

rising with Him.P For I must undergo the

beautiful conversion, and as the painful suc-

ceeded the more blissful, so must the more
blissful come out of the i^ainful. For where

sin abounded Grace did much more abound ;
v

and if a taste condemned us, how much more
doth the Passion of Christ justify us? There-

fore let us keep the Feast, not after the man-

ner of a heathen festival, but after a godly

sort ; not after the way of the world, but in

a fashion above the world ; not as our own,

but as belonging to Him Who is ours, or

rather as our Master's; not as of weakness,

but as of healing ; not as of creation, but of

re-creation.

v. And how shall this be ? Let us not adorn

our porches, nor arrange dances, nor decorate

the streets ; let us not feast the eye, nor en-

chant the ear with music, nor enervate the

nostrils with perfume, nor prostitute the taste,

nor indulge the touch, those roads that are so

prone to evil and entrances for sin ; let us not

be effeminate in clothing soft and flowing,

whose beauty consists in its uselessness, nor

with the glittering of gems or the sheen of

gold^ or the tricks of colour, belying the

beauty of nature, and invented to do despite

unto the image of God ; Not in rioting and

drunkenness, with which are mingled, I know
well, chambering and wantonness, since the

lessons which evil teachers give are evil

;

or rather the harvests of worthless seeds are

worthless. Let us not set up high beds of

leaves, making tabernacles for the belly of

what belongs to debauchery. Let us not ap-

praise the bouquet of wines, the kickshaws of

cooks, the great expense of unguents. Let

not sea and land bring us as a gift their prec-

ious dung, for it is thus that I have learnt to

estimate luxury ; and let us not strive to out-

do each other in intemperance (for to my
mind every superfluity is intemperance, and

all which is beyond absolute need),—and this

while others are hungry and in want, who are

made of the same clay and in the same man-
ner.

VL Let us leave all these to the Greeks and

to the i^omps and festivals of the Greeks, who
call by the name of gods beings who rejoice

in the reek of sacrifices, and who consistently

a I Cor. XV. 22. p Cul. ii. ii. y Rom. v. 20. & Rom. xiii. 13.

worship with their belly; evil inventors and
worshippers of evil demons. But we, the Ob-
ject of whose adoration is the Word, if we
must in some way have luxury, let us seek it

in word, and in the Divine Law, and in his-

tories ; especially such as are the origin of this

Feast ; that our luxury may be akin to and
not far removed from Him Who hath called

us together. Or do you desire (for to-day I

am your entertainer) that I should set before

you, my good Guests, the story of these

things as abundantly and as nobly as I can,

that ye may know how a foreigner can feed *

the natives of the land, and a rustic the peo-
ple of the town, and one who cares not for

luxury those who delight in it, and one who
is poor and homeless those who are eminent
for wealth ?

We will begin from this point ; and let me
ask of you who delight in such matters to

cleanse you mind and your ears and your
thoughts, since our discourse is to be of God
and Divine ; that when you depart, you may
have had the enjoyment of delights that really

fade not away. And this same discourse shall

be at once both very full and very concise,

that you may neither be displeased at its de-

ficiencies, nor find it unpleasant through sa*

tiety.

VIL God always was,^ and always is, and
always will be. Or rather, God always Is. For
Was and Will be are fragments of our time,

and of changeable nature, but He is Eternal

Being. And this is the Name that He gives

to Himself w^hen giving the Oracle to Moses
in the Mount. For in Himself He sums up
and contains all Being, having neither begin-

ning in the past nor end in the future ; like

some great Sea of Being, limitless and un-

bounded, transcending all conception of time

and nature, only adumbrated by the mind,
and that very dimly and scantily .

not by His Essentials, but by His Environ-

ment ; one image being got from one source

and another from another, and combined into

some sort of presentation of the truth, which
escapes us before we have caught it, and takes

to flight before we have conceived it, blaz-

ing forth upon our Master-part, even when
that is cleansed, as the lightning flash which
will not stay its course, does upon our sight

. in order as I conceive by that part

of it which we can comprehend to draw
us to itself (for that which is altogether incom-

o Alluding to his own recent arrival at Constantinople, after a

life spent in the distant country- of Cappadocia, and in ministering

in <;maU and insignificant places like Nazianzus.

p J'lie whole of this passage^ occurs again verbatim in the second
Oration for Easter D.ay, cc. iii.-i.\.
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prehensible is outside the bounds of hope,

and not within the compass of endeavour),

and by that part of It which we cannot com-

prehend to move our wonder, and as an object

of wonder to l)ecome more an object of de-

sire, and being desired to purify, and by puri-

fying to make us Hke God ;
" so that when we

have tlius become Hke Himself, God may, to

use a bold expression, hold converse with us

as Gods, being united to us, and that perhaps

to the same extent as He already knows- those

who are known to Him. The Divine Nature

then is boundless and hard to understand ; and
all that we can comi)rehend of Him is His

boundlessness ; even though one may conceive

that because He is of a simple nature He is

therefore either wholly incomprehensible, or

perfectly comprehensible. Por let us further

enquire what is implied by "is of a simple

nature." For it is quite certain that this

simplicity is not itself its nature, just as com-
position is not by itself the essence of com-
pound beings.

Vni. And when Infinity is considered from

two points of view, beginning and end (for

that which is beyond these and not limited by
them is Infinity), when the mind looks to the

depth above, not having where to stand, and
leans upon phenomena to form an idea of God,
it calls the Infinite and Unapproachable which
it finds there by the name of Unoriginate.

And when it looks into the depths below, and

at the future, it calls Him Undying and Im-
perishable. And when it draws a conclusion

from the whole it calls Him Eternal (atwvto?).

For Eternity (a'cov) is neither time nor part

of time ; for it cannot be measured. But

what time, measured by tlie course of the sun,

is to us, that Eternity is to the Everlasting,

namely, a sort of time-like movement and in-

terval co-extensive with their existence. This,

however, is all I must now say about God
;

for the present is not a suitable time, as my
present subject is not the doctrine of God,
but that of the Incarnation. But when I say

God, I mean Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

For Godhead is neither diffused beyond these,

so as to bring in a mob of gods ; nor yet is it

bounded by a smaller compass than these, so

as to condemn us for a poverty-stricken con-

ception of Deity ; either Judaizing to save the

Monarchia, or falling into heathenism by the

multitude of our gods. For the evil on either

side -is the same, though found in contrary di-

rections. This then is the Holy of Holic^s,^

which is hidden even from the Seraphim, and

a John X. 15.

fi The Holy of Holies here means the Holy Trinity.

is glorified with a thrice repeated Holy,"

meeting in one ascription of the Title Lord
and God, as one of our i)redecessors has most
beautifully and loftily pointed out.

IX. But since this movement ofself-contem-

plation alone could not satisfy (ioodness, but

Good must be poured out and go forth be-

yond Itself to multiply the objects of Its be-

neficence, for this was essential to the highest

Goodness, He first conceived the Heavenly
and Angelic Powers. And this conception

was a work fulfilled by His Word, and per-

fected by His Spirit. And so the secondary

Splendours came into being, as the Ministers

of the Primary Splendour ; whether we are

to conceive of them as intelligent Spirits, or

as Fire of an immaterial and incorruptible

kind, or as some other nature approaching

this as near as may be. I should like to say

that they were incapable of movement in the

direction of evil, and susceptible only of the

movement of good, as being about God, and
illumined with the first rays from God—for

earthly beings have but the second illumina-

tion \ but I am obliged to stop short of saying

that, and to conceive and speak of them only

as difficult to move because of him,^ who for

his splendour was called Lucifer, but became
and is called Darkness through his pride ; and
the apostate hosts who are subject to him,

creators of evil y by their revolt against good
and our inciters.

X. Thus, then, and for these reasons, He
gave being to the world of thought, as far as I

can reason upon these matters, and estimate

great things in my own poor language. Then
when His first creation was in good order, He
conceives a second world, material and visible

;

and this a system and compound of earth and
sky, and all that is in the midst of them—an ad-

mirable creation indeed, when we look at the

fair form of every part, but yet more worthy

of admiration when we consider the harmony
and the unison of the whole, and how each

a The reference is to the Ter Sanctus or Triumphal Hymn,
which is found in every Liturgy. The previous writer referred to is

thought by some to be S. Athanasius, but by others S. Dionysius
the Areopagitc, who has some words on this point in his treatise

De Coolest. Hier., c. 7. Hut the most competent scholars deny the

authenticity of the works attributed to S. Dionysius, and place

them from one hundred to one hundred and fifty years later than
S. Gregory's time.

P .S. Thomas Aquinas (Summa I., qu. 63, art. 7) gives reasons
for thinking that Satan was originally the highest of all the angelic
hosts. This, however, is an opinion in which many high authori-

ties differ from him. At any rate, Satan as Lucifer must have held
a very high place.

V I'.vil, says Nicctas here, has no positive existence, but is the

negation of good. " The faculties of mind and body which are

used in a sinful action arc indeed things, and are the creatures of

God ; but the sin itself is not a thing, and consequently not .1

creature. God is indeed the Author of all that is, of every sub-
stance ; but sin is not a substance, and is not. It is a declination

from substance and from being, and not a part of it. (Mozley,

Treatise on the Augustinian doctrine of predestination.)
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part fits in with every other, in fair order, and
all with the whole, tending to the ])erfect

completion of the world as a Unit. This was
to shew that He could call into being, not

only a Nature akin to Himself, but also one
altogether alien to Himself. For akin to

Deity are those natures which are intellectual,

and only to be comprehended by mind ; Ixit

all of which sense can take cognisance are ut-

terly alien to It ; and of these the furthest

removed are all those which are entirely des-

titute of soul and of power of motion. But
perhaps some one of those who are too festive

and impetuous may say, What has all this to

do with us? Spur your horse to the goal.

Talk to us about the Festival, and the reasons

for our being here to-day. Yes, this is

what I am about to do, although I have be-

gun at a somewhat previous point, being com-
pelled to do so by love, and by the needs

of my argument.

XI. Mind, then, and sense, thus distin-

guished from each other, had remained within

their own boundaries, and bore in themselves

the magnificence of the Creator-Word, silent

praisers" and thrilling heralds of His mighty
work. Not yet was there any mingling of both,

nor any mixtures of these opposites, tokens

of a greater Wisdom and Generosity in the

creation of natures ; nor as yet were the whole

riches of Goodness made known. Now the

Creator-Word, determining to exhibit this,

and to produce a single living being out of

both—the visible and the invisible creations,

I mean—fashions Man ; and taking a body
from already existing matter, and placing in

it a Breath taken from Himself^ which the

Word knew to be an intelligent soul and the

Image of God, as a sort of second world. He
placed him, great in littleness v on the earth;

a new Angel, a mingled worshipper, fully

initiated into the visible creation, but only

partially into the intellectual ; King of all

upon earth, but subject to the King above

;

earthly and heavenly ; temporal and yet im-

mortal ; visible and yet intellectual ; half-way

between greatness and lowliness ; in one per-

son combining spirit and flesh ; spirit, because

of the favour bestowed on him ; flesh, be-

cause of the height to which he had been

raised ; the one that he might continue to

live and praise his Benefactor, the other that

he might suffer, and by suffering be put in

remembrance, and corrected if he became
proud of his greatness. A living creature

trained here, and then moved elsewhere; and,

to complete the mystery, deified by its incli-

o Ps xix. I, 3, /3 Gen, ii. 7. •y Sc. a microcosm.

nation to God. For to this, I think, tends

that Light of Truth which we here possess but

in measure, that we should both .see and ex-

perience the Splendour of God, which is wor-

thy of Him Who made us, and will remake

us again after a loftier fashion.

XII. This being He placed in Paradise,

whatever the Paradise may have been, having

honoured him with the gift of Free Will (in

order that God might belong to him as the re-

sult of his choice, no less than to Him who
had implanted the seeds of it), to till the im-

mortal plants, by which is meant perhaps the

Divine Conceptions, both the simpler and the

more perfect ; naked in his simplicity and in-

artificial life, and without any covering or

screen ; for it was fitting that he who was
from the beginning should be such. Also He
gave him a Law, as a material for his Free

Will to act upon. This Law was a Com-
mandment as to what plants he might partake

of, and which one he might not touch. This

latter was the Tree of Knowledge ; not, how-
ever, because it was evil from the beginning

when planted ; nor was it forbidden because

God grudged it to us . . Let not the ene-

mies of God wag their tongues in that direc-

tion, or imitate the Serpent . . . But it

would have been good if partaken of at the

proper time, for the tree was, according to my
theory. Contemplation, upon which it is only

safe for those who have reached maturity of

habit to enter ; but which is not good for

those who are still somewhat simple and
greedy in their habit

;
just as solid food

is not good for those who are yet tender, and
have need of milk." But when through the

Devil's malice and the woman's caprice, to

which she succumbed as the more tender, and
which she brought to bear upon the man, as

she was the more apt to persuade, alas for my
weakness ! (for that of my first father was
mine), he forgot the Commandment which
had been given to him ;

^ he yielded to the

baleful fruit ; and for his sin he was banished,

at once from the Tree of Life, and from Para-

dise, and from God ; and put on the coats of

skins . . that is, perhaps, the coareer flesh,

both mortal and contradictory. This was the

first thing that he learnt—his own shame ; > and

he hid himself from God. Yet here too he

makes a gain, namely death, and the cutting

off of sin, in order that evil may not be im-

mortal. Thus his punishment is changed into

a mercy ; for it is in mercy, I am persuaded,

that God indicts punishment.

XIII. And liaving been first chastened by

a Heb, v. 12. P Gen. iii. S- V Rom. i. 22-31.
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many means (because his sins were many,

whose root of evil sprang up through divers

causes and at sundry times), by word, by law,

by prophets, by benefits, by threats, by plagues,

by waters, by fires, by wars, by victories, by
defeats, by signs in heaven and signs in the

air and in the earth and in the sea, by unex-

pected changes of men, of cities, of nations

(the object of which was the destruction of

wickedness), at last he needed a stronger rem-

edy, for his diseases were growing worse

;

mutual slaughters, adulteries, perjuries, unnat-

ural crimes, and that first and last of all evils,

idolatry and the transfer of worship from the

Creator to the Creatures. As these required a

greater aid, so also they obtained a greater.

And that was that the Word of God Himself
—\Vho is before all worlds, the Invisible, the

Incomprehensible, the Bodiless, Beginning of

Beginning, <* the Light of Light, the Source of

Life and Immortality, the Image of the Ar-

chetypal Beauty, the immovable Seal, the un-

changeable Image, the Father's Definition^

and Word, came to His own Image, and took

on Him flesh for the sake of our flesh, and
mingled Himself with an intelligent soul for

my soul's sake, purifying like by like ; and in

all points except sin was made man. Con-
ceived by the Virgin,v who first in body and
soul was purified by the Holy Ghost ^ (for

it was needful both that Childbearing should

be honoured, and that Virginity should receive

a higher honour), He came forth then as God
with that which He had assumed. One Person

in two Natures, Flesh and Spirit, of which the

latter deified the former.* O new comming-
ling ; O strange conjunction ; the Self-Exis-

tent comes into being, the Uncreate is crea-

ted. That which cannot be contained is con-

tained, by the intervention of an intellectual

soul, mediating between the Deity and the

corporeity of the flesh. And He Who gives

riches becomes poor, for He assumes the pov-

erty of my flesh, that I may assume the rich-

ness of His Godhead. He that is full empties

Himself, for He empties Himself of His glory

a Cf. Light of Light Begotten. Christ our Lord is called " The
Beginning of the Creation of God, because by Him all things
were made ; and He is of the Beginning, inasmuch as God the
Father is the Unoriginate Principle of all, and the Origin and
Fount of Godhead. The Scholiast here refers to Ps. ex. 3, which
in the Vulgate and LXX. runs "With Thee is the Beginning in the

day of Thy Power."

P Cf. Theol.: IV. xx., where S. Gregory says " Perhaps this Re-
lation might be compared to that between the Definition and the

thing defined." Nicctas remarks that, just as the definition de-
clares the nature of the defined, so the Personal Word shows forth

the Nature of the Father. Suidas (in voce opo5 ) says that the
phrase is used to show the Unity of Nature between the Father
and the Son. It is not, however, of frequent occurrence.

y Luke i. 35.
6 S. Gregory does not seem to have been aware of tiic doctrine

of the " Immaculate Conception."
t See note on In Sancla Lumina, c. xiv.

for a short while, that I may have a share in

His Fulness. What is the riches of His
Goodness? What is this mystery that is

ai'ound me ? I had a share in the image ; I

did not keep it ; He partakes of my flesh that

He may both save the image and make the

flesh immortal. He communicates a second

Communion far more marvellous than the

first, inasmuch as then He imparted the better

Nature, whereas now Himself jjartakcs of the

worse. This is more godlike than the former

action, this is loftier in the eyes of all men of

understanding.

XIV. To this what have those cavillers to

say, those bitter reasoners about Godhead,
those detractors of all that is praiseworthy,

those darkeners of light, uncultured in respect

of wisdom, for whom Christ died in vain, those

unthankful creatures, the work of the F^vil

One ? Do you turn this benefit into a re-

proach to God ? Wilt thou deem Him little

on this account, that He humbled Himself for

thee ; because the Good Shepherd,*^ He who
lays down His life for His sheej), came to seek

for that which had strayed upon the moun-
tains and the hills, on which thou wast then

sacrificing, and found the wanderer ; and hav-

ing found it,^ took it upon His shoulders—on
which He also took the Wood of the Cross

;

and having taken it, brought it back to the

higher life ; and having carried it back, num-
bered it amongst those who had never strayed.

Because He lighted a candle—His own Flesh

—and swept the house, cleansing the world

from sin ; and sought the piece of money, the

Royal Image that was covered up by passions.

And He calls together His Angel friends on
the finding of the coin, and makes them
sharers in His joy,v whom He had made to

share also the secret of the Incarnation ? Be-

cause on the candle of the Forerunner there

follows the light that exceeds in brightness
;

and to the Voice the Word succeeds ; and to

the Bridegroom's friend the Bridegroom ; to

him that prepared for the Lord a peculiar ])eo-

ple, cleansing them by water in preparation

for the Spirit? Dost thou reproach God
with all this ? Dost thou on this account

deem Him lessened, because He girds Himself

with a towel and washes His disciples' feet,

and shows that humiliation is the best road to

exaltation ? Because for the soul that was

bent to the ground He humbles Himself, that

He may raise up with Himself the soul that

was tottering to a fall under a weight of sin ?

Why dost thou not also charge upon Him as a

o John X. IT. /3 Luke XV. 4, sq. y lb. XV. 8, 10.

VOI>. VII. Bb
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crime the fact that He eats with Publicans and

at Publicans' tables," and that He makes disci-

ples of Publicans, that He too may gain some-

what . . . and what ? . . . the salvation

of sinners. If so, we must blame the ]:)hysi-

cian for stooping over sufferings, and enduring

evil odours that he may give health to the

sick ; or one who as the Law commands bent

down into a ditch to save a beast that had
fallen into it.^

XV. He was sent, but as man, for He was

of a twofold Nature; for He was wearied, and
hungered, and was thirsty, and was in an

agony, and shed tears, according to the nature

of a corporeal being. And if the expression

be also used of Him as God, the meaning is

that the Father's good pleasure is to be con-

sidered a Mission, for to this He refers all that

concerns Himself; both that He may honour

the Eternal Principle, and because He will

not be taken to be an antagonistic God. And
whereas it is written both that He was be-

trayed, and also that He gave Himself up v

and that He was raised up by the Father, and
taken up into heaven ; and on the other hand,

that He raised Himself and went up ; the for-

mer statement of each pair refers to the good
pleasure of the Father, the latter to His own
Power. Are you then to be allowed to dwell

upon all that humiliates Plim, while passing

over all that exalts Him, and to count on your

side the fact that He suffered, but to leave

out of the account the fact that it was of His
own will ? See what even now the Word has

to suffer. By one set He is honoured as God,
but is confused with the Father,* by another

a Luke v. 29.

^ S. Gregory is referrint; to the provision of the Law, which or-

ders a man, if he sec his friend's or his enemy's ox or ass fallen

under a burden or going astray, to lend assistance ; but the terms
of his reference are rather to the reasoning of our Lord with the

Pharisees about the Sabbath. lAike xiii. 15 and xiv. 5.

y Cf. iv T]7 vvKtX ev jj napeSiSoTO, iJ.a\\ov Se eavTov napeSiSov.

Canon of Liturgy of S. Mark (Swainson p. 517). Ea nocte qua
tradidit seipsum. Lit. Copt. S. Hasil (lb.)- Cum statuisset se

tradere. Coptic S. Kasil (Hammond, p. 209) Rot. Vatic, and
Cod. Ross, of S. Mark, has only t. v. jj eavT, n-opeS. (Swainson,

50) ; so too S. Basil (lb., 81) in Cod. 15. RL, 22749 and Barberini

of S. Chrys. (£b., 91) ; but the whole expression is in Chrys. (cent.

xi., ib., 129) and in Greek S. James (78. 272-3), but Syriac S.

James has "in cjua nocte tradendus erat," (Canon. Univ.,
yi'"thiop. Hammond, 258). Pri'ii/c t/uai>i /afere/i/rh the form in

the Canon of the Roman, Ambrosian, and Sarum Missals ; but
the Mozarabic, which is largely of an Kastern character, has in
gun nocte trniicbatiiy. (Hammond, 333).

5 The Sabcllian heresy may be briefly described as the doctrine
of One God exorcising three offices, as opposed to the Catholic
Faith of One God in three Persons. Sabellius himself was a Priest

of the Libyan Pentapolis, who at Rome in the time of PopeZephyr-
inus embraced the heresy of Notns, which maintained that God
the Father suffered for us on the cross in the form of Christ. His
followers, who openly declared themselves first about A.D. 357,
thought that God, to Whom as the Source of all things the name
of l''athcr is given, is called the Son when He united Himself to

' the humanity of Jesus for the work of oin- redemption ; and in

like manner He is the Holy Spirit wlien manifested for the work
of sanctification. .Sabellius was londennied by a Coimcil held
at Rome, priil)al)ly in 25S ; ag.ain at Nicea, and .igain at Constan-
tinople, where Sabellian Baptism was pronounced invalid.

He is dishonoured as mere flesh « and severed

from the Godhead. With which of them will

He be most angry, or rather, which shall

He forgive, those who injuriously confound

Him or those who divide Him ? For the for-

mer ought to liave distinguished, and the lat-

ter to have united Him ; the one in number,

the other in Godhead. Stumblest Thou at

His flesh ? So did the Jews. Or dost thou

call Him a Samaritan, and ... I will

not say the rest. Dost thou disbelieve in His

Godhead? This did not even the demons,

O thou who art less believing than demons
and more stupid than Jews. Those did per-

ceive that the name of Son implies equality of

rank ; these did know that He who drove

them out was God, for they were convinced of

it by their own experience. But you will ad-

mit neither the equality nor the Godhead. It

would have been better for you to have been
either a Jew or a demoniac (if I may utter

an absurdity), than in uncircumcision and in

sound health to be so wicked and ungodly in

your attitude of mind.
XVI. A little later on you will see Jesus

submitting to be purified in the River Jordan
for my Purification, or rather, sanctifying the

waters by His Purification (for indeed He
had no need of purification Who taketh away
the sin of the world) and the heavens cleft

o Arianism was the result of a strong opposition to Sabellian-

ism, coupled with a misunderstanding of the argument against
it. There was, no doubt, a danger of falling into the opposite
error of Tritheism, to avoid which Afianism " divided the Sub-
stance " and virtually—and in the end explicitly—denied the
Godhead of our Lord Jesus Christ. Arius was a Priest of Alex-
andria, and it was there that he began to publish his opinions, in

the early years of the Fourth Century (318) ; but Newman traces

the origin of the heresy to Antloch and its Judaizing tendency. At
a meeting of the clergy in Alexandria the Bishop, S. Alexander,
gave an address on the coeternity, and coequality of the Father
and the Son, and used the expression ttj;' o.vTr\v ovaiav ex*'-*'i that

They liad the same Substance. Arius protested against this as
a Sabellian statement, and used the words ktiV/ho (creature) and
TToirifj.a (a thing made) of the Son, adding the sentence which
became so famous, ijv ore ovk r/i/,—there was a time when the Son
did not exist. Having ineffectually tried private remonstrance,
S. Alexander brought the matter in 321 before his Provincial

Synod, in which were present about 100 Egyptian and Pcntapol-
itan Bishops, who after giving the matter a patient hearing, ex-

communicated Arius and his principal adherents. But it was too

late to undo the mischief. The heresy spread widely, and the

whole Eastern Church was stirred by the controversy. At last a
great Council of the whole Church met at Nicaea in 325, sum-
moned by the Emperor ; and there the heresy was unequivocally
condemned, and tlie great Creed propounded with its watchword,
the Homoousion. The false teaching had however struck its

roots deep and wide ; and though now banned by the anathema
of the Church, it was long in dying ; and indeed at one time it

seemed as if—humanly speaking— it must swamp the whole Catholic

Church. Under various forms the Scmi-Arians who claimed to

differ from the faith of Nicxa only by a single letter, the Aetians

and Eunomians, who went to the furthest extreme of the falsehood

(Anomoeans), and many others, the heresy spread far and wide :

and when S. Gregory came to Constantinople there was not one
Catholic Church or Priest to be found in the place, and only a few

scattered folk who still held to the Faith of the Consubslantial.

Gregory's wonderful discourses however came to their aid, and
partly under his presidency was held the Second Gerumcnical
Synod, wliiih coiulcnnied the heresy of_Macedonius, a still further

development of Arianism, wliich denied al>o the Ptity of tl'.c

Holy Ghost. Arianism sin\i\od for another two centuries am.ing

the Goths and Vandals, the Burgundians and Lombards ; but

it never rose again as a power in the Church.
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asunder, aiid witness borne to him by the

Spirit That is of one nature with Him ;
« you

shall see Him tempted and conquering and

served by Angels,^ and heahng every sickness>

and every disease,* and giving hfe to the dead

(O that He would give life to you who are

dead because of your heresy), and driving out

demons,* sometimes Himself, sometimes by his

disciples ; and feeding vast multitudes with a

few loaves ;
^ and walking dryshod upon seas ;

"^

and being betrayed and crucified, and cruci-

fying with Himselfmy sin ; offered as a Lamb,
and offering as a Priest ; as a Man buried in

the grave, and as God rising again ; and then

ascending, and to come again in His own
glory. Why what a multitude of high festi-

vals there are in each of the mysteries of the

Christ; all of which have one completion,

namely, my perfection and return to the first

condition of Adam.
XVII. Now then I pray you accept His Con-

ception, and leap before Him ; if not like John
from the womb,* yet like David, because of

the resting of the Ark.' Revere the enrol-

ment on account of which thou wast written

in heaven, and adore the Birth by which thou

wast loosed from the chains of thy birth," and
honour little Bethlehem, which hath led thee

back to Paradise ; and worship the manger
through which thou, being without sense,

wast fed by the Word. Know as Isaiah bids

thee, thine Owner, like the ox, and like the

ass thy Master's crib ; ^ if thou be one of those

who are pure and lawful food, and who chew
the cud of the word and are fit for sacrifice.

Or if thou art one of those who are as yet

unclean and uneatable and unfit for sacrifice,

and of the gentile portion, run with the Star,

and bear thy Gifts with the Magi, gold and
frankincense and myrrh,** as to a King, and
to God, and to One Who is dead for thee.

With Shepherds glorify Him;" w^ith Angels
join in chorus ; with Archangels sing hymns.
Let this Festival be common to the powers
in heaven and to the powers upon earth.

f

For I am persuaded that the Heavenly Hosts
join in our exultation and keep high Festi-

val with us to-day"... because they love

men, and they love God . . . just like

those whom David introduces after the Pas-

sion ascending with Christ ^ and coming to meet

a Matt iii. 13.. I7- P lb. iv. i-ti. y lb. iv. 23.
t Nicetas distinguishes between Ndaos and MoAouci'a, sayinj;

that the first is actual disease, and the second the premonitory
failing of health which prognosticates a disease. And, so. he says,
in reference to the soul, Nderot is actual sin, while MoAaxta is the
relaxation of the will which loads and assents to actual sin.

e lb. ix. 33. C lb. ix. 14. 1) lb. ix. 2$.
I.ukc i. 41. i2Snm. vi. 14. ic I.iilie ii. 1-5.

A I. c., orig:n.il sin (I's. ii. 5). ^ Isa. i. 3.
V Matt. ii. f Luke ii. 14, 15. o The Liturgy. it Ps. xxiv.

Him, and bidding one another to lift up the

gates.

XVni. One thing connected with the Birth

of Christ I would have you hate . . . the

murder of the infants by Herod." Or rather

you must venerate this too, the Sacrifice of

the same age as Christ, slain before the Offer-

ing of the New Victim. If He flees into Egypt,^
joyfully become a companion of His exile. It

is a grand thing to share the exile of the per-

secuted Christ. If He tarry long in Egypt,
call Him out of Egypt by a reverent Avonship

of Him there. Travel without fault througla

every stage and faculty of the Life of Christ.

Be purified ; be circumcised ; strip off the

veil which has covered thee from thy birth.

After this teach in the Tem])le, and drive out

the sacrilegious traders. v Submit to be stoned

if need be, for well I wot thou shalt be hidden
from those who cast the stones ; thou shalt

escape even through the midst of them, like

God.* If thou be brought before Herod, an-

swer not for the most part.« He will respect

thy silence more than most people's long

speeches. If thou be scourged,^ ask for what
they leave out. Taste gall for the taste's sake ;

"^

drink vinegar ;* seek for spittings ; accept blows,

be crowned with thorns,' that is, with the

hardness of the godly life
;

put on the purple

robe, take the reed in hand, and receive mock
worship from those who mock at the truth

;

lastly, be crucified with Him, and share His
Death and Burial gladly, that thou mayest
rise with Him, and be glorified with Him and
reign with Him. Look at and be looked at

by the Great God, Who in Trinity is wor-

shipped and glorified, and Whom we declare

to be now set forth as clearly before you as

the chains of our flesh allow, in Jesus Christ

our Lord, to Whom be the glory for ever.

Amen.

INTRODUCTION TO THE ORATIONS
ON THE HOLY LIGHTS AND ON

HOLY BAPTISM.

The Oration on the Holy Lights was preached

on the Festival of the Epiphany 381, and was
followed the next day by that on Baptism. In

the Eastern Church this Festival is regarded

as more particularly the commemoration of our

Lord's Baptism, and is accordingly one of the

great days for the solemn ministration of the

Sacrament. It is generally called Theophania,

o Matt. ii. 16. /3 lb. v. 13. y John ii. 15. fi lb. ylii. 59.
£ Luke xxiii. 9. ^ John xi>;. i. r) Matt, xxvii. 34.

John xlx. 29. ( Malt. .\xvi. 67, and x.wii. 28

]; b 2
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and the Gospel in the Liturgy is S. Matthew

iii. 13-17. The Sunday in the Octave is

called /xcTtt TO. (fiuyra (After The Lights), point-

ing to a time when the Feast was known as the

<' Holy Lights," as seems to have been the

case in S. Gregory's day. This name is de-

rived from Baptism, which was often in an-

cient days called Illumination, in reference to

which name (derived from the spiritual grace

of the Sacrament) lighted torches or candles

were carried by the neophytes. It would ap-

pear that the solemnites of the Festival lasted

two days, of which the second was devoted to

the solemn conferring of the Sacrament. Ac-

cordingly we find two Orations belonging to

the Festival. In the first, delivered on the

Day itself he dwells more especially on the

Feast and the Mystery of our Lord's Baptism

therein commemorated ; and proceeds to speak

of the different kinds of Baptism, of which he

enumerates Five, viz. :

—

1. The figurative Baptism of Israel by Moses

in the cloud and in the Sea.

2. The preparatory Baptism of repentance

ministered by S. John the Baptist.

3. The spiritual Baptism of water and the

Holy Ghost given us by our Lord.

4. The glorious Baptism of Martyrdom.

5. The painful Baptism of Penance.

In speaking of this last he takes occasion to

refute the extreme rigorism of the followers of

Novatus, who denied absolution to certain

classes of sins committed after Baptism.

In the second Oration, delivered next day,

he dwells on the Sacrament of Baptism and its

spiritual effects ; and takes occasion to reprove

the then still prevalent practice of deferring

Baptism till the near approach of death. He
likewise dwells on the truth that the validi-

ty and spiritual effect of the Sacrament is

wholly independent of the rank or worthiness

of the Priest who may minister it ; and he

concludes with a sketch of the obligations

which its reception involves, with a very val-

uable exposition of the Creed, and of the Cere-

monies which accompanied the administration

of the Sacrament.

ORATION XXXIX.

Oration on the Holy Lights.

I. Again My Jesus, and again a mystery ; not

deceitful nor disorderly, nor belonging to

(ireek error or drunkenness (for so I call their

solemnities, and so I think will every man of

sound sense) ; but a mystery lofty and divine.

and allied to the Glory above. For the Holy
Day of the Lights, to which we have come,

and which we are celebrating to-day, has for

its origin the Baptism of my Christ, the True
Light That lighteneth every man that cometh
into the world," and effecteth my purification,

and assists that light which we received from

the beginning from Him from above, but

which we darkened and confused by sin.

II. Therefore listen to the Voice of God,
which sounds so exceeding clearly to me, who
am both disciple and master of these mysteries,

as would to God it may sound to you ; I Am
The Light Of The World. ^ Therefore ap-

proach ye to Him and be enlightened, and let

not your faces be ashamed,y being signed with

the true Light. It is a season of new birth,* let

us be born again. It is a time of reformation,

let us receive again the first Adam.* Let us

not remain what we are, but let us become
what we once were. The Light Shineth In

Darkness,^ in this life and in the flesh, and is

chased by the darkness, but is not overtaken

by it :—I mean the adverse power leaping up
in its shamelessness against the visible Adam,
but encountering God and being defeated ;

—

in order that we, putting away the darkness,

may draw near to the Light, and may then

become perfect Light, the children of perfect

Light. See the grace of this Day ; see the

power of this mystery. Are you not lifted up
from the earth ? Are you not clearly placed

on high, being exalted by our voice and
meditation ? and you will be placed much
higher when the Word shall have prospered

the course of my words.

III. Is there any such among the shadowy
purifications of the Law, aiding as it did with
temporary sprinklings, and the ashes of an
heifer sprinkling the unclean ;

'' or do the

gentiles celebrate any such thing in their

mysteries, every ceremony and mystery of

which to me is nonsense, and a dark inven-

tion of demons, and a figment of an unhappy
mind, aided by time, and hidden by fable?

For what they worship as true, they veil as

mythical. But if these things are true, they

ought not to be called myths, but to be proved
not to be shameful ; ^ and if they are false, they

ought not to be objects of wonder ; nor ought
people so inconsiderately to hold the most
contrary opinions about the same thing, as if

they were playing in the market-place with

boys or really ill-disposed men, not engaged

a John i. 9. /3 John viii. 12. y Ps. xxxiv. 5. S John iii. 3.

e I.e., the condition of man before the fall. f lb. i. 5.

») This is the same word which in S. John i. 5, is rendered by
I "comprclicnd." 6 Heb. vii. 13.
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in discussion with men of sense, and worship-

pers of the Word, though despisers of this ar-

tificial plausibihty.

IV. We are not concerned in these mysteries

with births of Zeus and thefts of the Cretan

Tyrant* (though the Greeks may be displeased

at such a title for him), nor with the name of

Curetes, and the armed dances, which were to

hide the wailings of a weeping god, that he

might escape from his father's hate. For indeed

it would be a strange thing that he who was

swallowed as a stone should be made to weep
as a child. ^ Nor are we concerned with Phry-

gian mutilations and flutes and Corybantes,Y

and all the ravings of men concerning Rhea,

consecrating people to the mother of the gods,

and being initiated into such ceremonies as

befit the mother of such gods as these. Nor
have we any carrying away of the Maiden,*

nor wandering of Demeter, nor her intimacy

with Celei and Triptolemi and Dragons ; nor

her doings and sufferings . . for I am ashamed

to bring into daylight that ceremony of the

night, and to make a sacred mystery of obscen-

ity. Eleusis knows these things, and so do
those who are eyewitnesses of what is there

guarded by silence, and well worthy of it.

Nor is our commemoration one of Dionysus,

and the thigh that travailed with an incom-

plete birth, as before a head had travailed with

another ; * nor of the hermaphrodite god, nor

a chorus of the drunken and enervated host

;

nor of the folly of the Thebans which honours

him ; nor the thunderbolt of Semele which
they adore. Nor is it the harlot mysteries

of Aphrodite, who, as they themselves admit,

was basely born and basely honoured ; nor

have we here Phalli and Ithyphalli,^ shameful

o I.e., Zeus, who was said by some to be a deified man, once
tyrant of Crete, where his tomb was shown.

/S The alUision is to the birth of Zeus. Kronos the Titan, father of
the gods, was the husband of Rhea, who bore him children. But
an oracle having declared that Kronos should be dethroned by his

children, he swallowed them immediately after they were bom.
Rhea, however, on the birth of Zeus, aided by the Curetes, a wild
band of Cretan Priests, concealed the child, and substituted a
stone, which Kronos swallowed in his haste without perceiving the
di.Terence. The stone made him very sick, and he vomited forth

the children whom he had previously swallowed ; and by them
and Zeus the prophecy was fulfilled. Kronos was deposed and
imprisoned in Tartarus.

y There was a temple of Rhea in Phrygia, in which at her
festivals people mutilated themselves to do her honour. 'J"he flutes

alluded to served to tuni the thoughts of the sufferers from the pain
of the operation. The Corybantes were the ministers of the god-
dess, who led the wild orgies of her worship. It is believed that
there is an allusion to this practice of self-mutilation in Galat. v. 12.

So at least .S. Jerome, .S. Ambrose, and all the Greek Fathers take
the passage. .S. Thomas Aquinas, understanding the word in the
same sense, applies it mystically ; and Estius, who here follows Eras-
mus, refers the "cutting off" merely to excommunication, a sense
which he calls " Apostolico sensu dignior," though why " dignior "

it is not easy 10 see. Vet he acknowledges that those who interpret
it literally do so " /ion immerito."

h The mythus of the Rape of I'crsephone and its consequences.
« Dionysus was said to have been born from the thigh of Zeus,

as .Athene to have sprung full-grown and armed at all points from
his head.

i llicse myths and practices arc too shameful to be described.

both in form and action ; nor Taurian mas-

sacres of strangers;" nor blood of Laconian

youths shed upon the altars, as they scourged

themselves with the whips ; ^ and in this case

alone use their courage badly, who honour a

goddess, and her a virgin. For these same
people both honour effeminacy, and worship

boldness.

V. And where will you place the butchery

of Pelops,'*' which feasted hungry gods, that

bitter and inhuman hospitality ? Where the

horrible and dark spectres of Hecate, and the

underground i)uerilities and sorceries of Tro-

phonius, or the babblings of the Dodontean
Oak, or the trickeries of the Delphian tri-

pod, or the prophetic draught of Castalia,

which could prophesy anything, except their

own being brought to silence ?* Nor is it the

sacrificial art of Magi, and their entrail fore-

bodings, nor the Chaldaean astronomy and
horoscopes, comparing our lives with the

movements of the heavenly bodies, which
cannot know even what they are themselves,

or shall be. Nor are these Thracian orgies,

from which the word Worship (^pryo-Kcta) is

said to be derived; nor rites and mysteries

of Orpheus, whom the Greeks admired so

much for his wisdom that they devised for him
a lyre which draws all things by its music.

Nor the tortures of Mithras * which it is just

that tho.se who can endure to be initiated into

such things should suffer ; nor the manglings

of Osiris,^ another calamity honoured by the

Egyptians ; nor the ill-fortunes of Isis "^ and
the goats more venerable than the Mendesians,

and the stall of Apis,^ the calf that luxuri-

ated in the folly of the Memphites, nor all

those honours with which they outrage the

Nile, while themselves proclaiming it in song

to be the Giver of fruits and corn, and the

measurer of happiness by its cubits.'

VI. I pass over the honours they pay to rep-

o .See the Iphigenia In Tauris of Euripides.

P It was a custom of the Spartans that at their great festival of

Artemis the youths who were just coming of age (Kphebi) should
scourge themselves cruelly on her altar in honour of the goddess,
and to prove their manhood.
7 The gods came to dine with Tantalus, and he, to do them

honour, boiled his son Pelops for their food. They, however,
found it out, and restored him to life ; not, however, before Dem-
eter had unwittingly eaten his shoulder, in the place of which they
substituted one of ivory.

5 .S. Jerome, commenting on Isaiah xli. 22, says : "Why could
they never predict anything concerning Christ and His Aposdes,
or the ruin and destruction of their own temples ? If then they
could not foretell their own destruction, how can they foretell any-
thing good or bad ?

"

e These Mysteries were of Persian origin, connected it is said

with the worship of the Sun. The neophytes were made to

undergo twelve different kinds of torture.

^The Egyptian Mysteries.
T) Zeus fell in love with Isis, and carried her off in the form of a

heifer. Here, discovering the fraud, sent a gadfly, which drove
Isis mad.

fl Apis, the sacred bull, worshipped at Memphis.
t i.e., that the prosperity of the country was proportionate to

the annual rise of the Hiver,
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tiles, and their worship of vile things, each of

which has its peculiar cultus and festival, and

all share in a common devilishness ; so that, if

they were absolutely bound to be ungodly,

and to fall away from honouring God, and to

be led astray to idols and works of art and

things made with hands, men of sense could

not imprecate anything worse xipon them-

selves than that they might worship just such

things, and honour them in just such a way
;

that, as Paul says, they might receive in them-

selves that recompense of their error which was

meet," in the very objects of their worhip;

not so much honouring them as suffering dis-

honour by them ; abominable because of their

error, and yet more abominable from the vile-

ness of the objects of their adoration and

worship ; so that they should be even more

without understanding than the objects of

their worship ; being as excessively foolish as

the latter are vile.

VII. Well, let these things be the amusement

of the children of the Greeks and of the demons

to whom their folly is due, who turn aside

the honour of God to themselves, and divide

men in various ways in pursuit of shameful

thoughts and fancies, ever since they drove us

away from the Tree of Life, by means of the

Tree of Knowledge unseasonably^ and im-

properly imparted to us, and then assailed lis as

now weaker than before ; carrying clean away

the mind, which is the ruling power in us,

and opening a door to the passions. For,

being of a nature envious and man-hating, or

rather having become so by their own
wickedness, they could neither endure that we
who were below should attain to that which is

above, having themselves fallen from above

upon the earth ; nor that such a change in

their glory and their first natures should have

taken place. This is the meaning of their

persecution of the creature. For this God's

Image was outraged ; and as we did not like

to keep the Gommandments,'>' we were given

over to the independence of our error. And
as we erred we were disgraced by the objects

of our worship. For there was not only this

calamity, that we who were made for good

works ® to the glory and praise of our Maker,

and to imitate God as far as might be, were

o Rom. i. 27.

p cf. Or.it. in Tlieoi)li. c. 12. The explanation seems to t)c, tliat

the " Knowledge of good and evil " was a necessary part of the

development of man's intellect, Init that a prematnre attempt

to attain it /<?^ salluin instead of by a gra<hi.d ])rogress wonld
prove fatal. Had hnman natnrc gone through its originally

intended educational stages, it might have reachcil to the know-

ledge of evil without having that knowledge alloyed and deterior-

ated by the experience of evil, but might nave known it, as God
docs, without taint. (Blount, Ann. Uible on Gen. ii. 7.)

y Ibid. i. 28, fi Kph. ii. 10 ; Phil, i. 11.

turned into a den of all sorts of passions,

which cruelly devour and consume the inner

man ; but there was this further evil, that man
actually made gods the advocates of his pas-

sions, so that sin might be reckoned not only

irresponsible, but even divine, taking refuge

in the objects of his worship as his apology.

VIII. But since to us grace has been given

to flee from superstitious error and to be joined

to the truth and to serve the living and true

God, and to rise above creation, passing by
all that is subject to time and to first motion

;

let us look at and reason upon God and things

divine in a manner corresponding to this Grace
given us. But let us begin our discussion of

them from the most fitting point. And the

most fitting is, as Solomon laid down for us

;

us; The beginning of wisdom, he says, is to

get wisdom." And what this is he tells us
;

the beginning of wisdom is fear.^ For we
must not begin with contemplation and leave

off with fear (for an unbridled contemplation

would perhaps push us over a precipice), but

we must be grounded and purified and so to

say made light by fear, and thus be raised to

the height. For where fear is there is keep-

ing of commandments ; and where there is

keeping of commandments there is purifying of

the flesh, that cloud which covers the soul and
suffers it not to see the Divine Ray. And
where there is purifying there is Illumination

;

and Illumination is the satisfying of desire to

those who long for the greatest things, or the

Greatest Thing, or That Which surpasses all

greatness.

IX. Wherefore we must purify ourselves

first, and then approach this converse with the

Pure ; unless we would have the same experi-

ence as Israel, v who could not endure the glory

of the face of Moses, and therefore asked for a

veil ; ^ or else would feel and say wuth Manoah
" We are undone O wife, we have seen God,"*
although it was God only in his fancy ; or

like Peter would send Jesus out of the boat,?

as being ourselves unworthy of such a visit

;

and when I say Peter, I am speaking of the

man wdio walked upon the waves ;^ or like Paul

Avould be stricken in eyes,* as he was before he

was cleansed from the guilt of his persecution,

when he conversed with Him Whom he was

persecuting—or rather with a short flash of

That great Light ; or like the Centurion' would
seek for healing, but would not, through a

praiseworthy fear, receive the Healer into his

house. Let each one of us also speak so, as

a PiTJv. iv. 7.

6 2 Cor. iii. 7.

>) Matt. xiv. 39.

P lb. i. 7 sq.

6 Judg. .\iii. 23.
'9 Acts ix. 3-8,

7 Kxod. xxxiv. 30,

i I.uke V. 8.

( Matt. viii. S,
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long as he is still uncleansed, and is a Centu-

rion still, commanding many in wickedness,

and serving in the army of Ccesar, the World-

ruler of those who are being dragged down

;

" I am not worthy that thou shouldest come
under my roof." But when he shall have

looked upon Jesus, though he be little of

stature like Zaccheus** of old, and climb up on

the top of the sycamore tree by mortifying his

members which are upon the earth,^ and hav-

ing risen above the body of humiliation, then

he shall receive the Word, and it shall be said

to him. This day is salvation come to this

house. V Then let him lay hold on the salva-

tion, and bring forth fruit more perfectly,

scattering and pouring forth rightly that which
as a publican he wrongly gathered.

X. For the same Word is on the one hand
terrible through its nature to those who are

unworthy, and on the other through its loving

kindness can be received by those who are

thus prepared, who have driven out the un-

clean and worldly spirit from their souls, and
have swept and adorned their own souls by
self-examination, and have not left them idle

or without employment, so as again to be oc-

cupied with greater armament by the seven

spirits of wickedness . . . the same number
as are reckoned of virtue (for that which is

hardest to fight against calls for the sternest

efforts) . . . but besides fleeing from evil,

practise virtue, making Christ entirely, or at

any rate to the greatest extent possible, to

dwell within them, so that the power of evil

cannot meet with any empty place to fill it

again with himself, and make the last state of

that man worse than the first, by the greater

energy of his assault, and the greater strength

and impregnability of the fortress. But when,

having guarded our soul with every care, and

having appointed goings up in our heart,* and

broken up our fallow ground,* and sown unto

righteousness, f as David and Solomon and Jere-

miah bid us, let us enlighten ourselves with

the light of knowledge, and then let us speak

of the Wisdom of God that hath been hid in :

a mystery,^ and enlighten others. Meanwhile '

let us purify ourselves, and receive the ele-
!

mentary initiation of the Word, that we may
j

do ourselves the utmost good, making our- i

selves godlike, and receiving the Word at His 1

coming ; and not only so, but holding Him
j

fast and shewing Him to others.
j

XI. And now, having purified the theatre '

by what has been said, let us discourse a little

about the Festival, and join in celebrating

n Luke xix. 3. /9 Col. iii. 5. y Luke xLx. 9. fi Ps. Ixxxiv. 5.

< Jer. iv. 3. f Prov, xi. 18. jj 2 Cor. ii. 6.

this Feast with festal and pious souls. And,
since the chief i)oint of the Festival is the re-

membrance of God, let us call God to mind.
For I think that the sound of those who keep
Festival There, where is the dwelling of all

the Blissful, is nothing else than this, the

hymns and praises of God, sung by all who
are counted worthy of that City. Let none
be astonished if what I have to say contains

some things that I have said before ; for not

only will I utter the same words, but I shall

speak of the same subjects, trembling both in

tongue and mind and thought when I speak of

God for you too, that you may share this

laudable and blessed feeling. And when I

speak of God you must be illumined at once
by one flash of light and by three. Three
in Individualities or Hypostases, if any prefer

so to call them, or persons,'' for we will not
quarrel about names so long as the syllables

amount to the same meaning ; but One in re-

spect of the Substance—that is, the Godhead.
For they are divided without division, if I

may so say; and they are united in division.

For the Godhead is one in three, and the

oTlie sense of Person (here n-prfo-iOTroi/), v/Iiich is the usual
post-Nicene equivalent of iijrdo-Tao-cs, was by no means generally
attached to that word during the first Four Centuries, though here
and there there are traces of such a use. Throughout the Arian
controversy a great deal of trouble and misunderstanding was
caused by the want of a precise definition of the meaning of
VTTotjTo.ai.'i, It seems to have been at first understood by the
Eastern Church to mean Real Personal Existence—Reality being
the fundamental idea. In this fundamental sense it was used in

Theology as expressing the distinct individuality and relative bear-
ing of the Three "Persons" of the IMesscd Trinity to each other
(to iSi'oi' na.pa to koivov^ Suidas). I'ut Arius gave it a heretical
twist, and said that there are Three Hypostases, in the sense of
Natures or Substances ; and this doctrme was anathematized by
the Nicene Coiuicil, which, apparently regarding the term
iiTro(TTa(ns as exactly equivalent to ovcria (as Arius tried to make
it) condemned the proposition that the Son is cf trepan iijroo-Tacrews

ri oixrlai (Symb. Nic. ). .Similar is the use of the word in S. Atha-
nasius. As against Sabellius, however, who taught that in the
Godhead there are rpia irpoinowa (using this word in the sense of
Aspects only) but would not allow Tpet9 vno(TTd(r6ii [i. e.. Self-exis-

tent Personalities), the post-Nicene Church regarded vnoo'Taaii
as designating the Person, and spoke freely of Tpti? inrocTTaati^.

The Western Church increased the confusion by continuing to re-

gard ujrd(TTa<ris as equivalent to oixrCa, and translating it by Sub-
stantia or Subsistentia. It was not till the word Essentia came
into use to express ovaCa that the Western Church grasped the dif-

ference, so long accepted in the East, so as to use the words accu-
rately. Meantime, however, there would seem to have grown up a
difference in the use of the two words supposed to represent
vnoariuTi^, of the same kind as that between u7rdiTT<j«ns and ovcia;
Substantia being appropriated to the Essence of a thing, that
which is the foundation of its being ; while Subsistentia came
rather to connote a limitation, i.e.. Personality. Thus the West
also became confused, and .Substantia was held to be the true

equivalent of VTrdaTourts. Hence the condemnation at Sardica
(a.d. 347) by the Western Hishops of the doctrine of Three Hypo-
stases as Arian. The confusion lasted long, but in 362 a Council
was held at Alexandria, when this difference was seen to be a mere
logomachy, and it was pronounced orthodox to confess either

Tpets uiTOO'Tao'eis in the sense of" Persons," or iJ.iay 07rd<rTa<Tii' in

that of ' Substance." Our author in his Oration to the I'aihers

of the Council of Constantinople fully acknowledges this. " What
do you mean," he says, " by un-ocrTatTeis or TTpoaiana ? Vou mean
that the Three are distinct, not in Nature, but in Personnliiy."

And in the Panegyric on .S. Athanasius (Or. xxi. c. 35), he remarks
on the orthodoxy of the phrase ixia ovaia, Tpeli vnoaTafffi.^, that

the first expression refers to the Nature of the Godhead, the second
to the special properties of the Perstms. With this, he says, the

Italians agree, but the poverty of their language is such that it

docs not admit of the distinction between ovaia. and i)jrd(7Tatrty,

and therefore lias to call in the word jrpd<rw7roi', which if misunder-

stood is liable to be charged with babcllianism,
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three are one, in whom the Godhead is,

or to speak more accurately, Who are the

Godhead. Excesses and defects we will omit,

neither making the Unity a confusion, nor the

division a separation. We would keep equally

far from the confusion of Sabellius and from

the division of Arius, which are evils diametri-

cally opposed, yet equal in their wickedness.

For what need is there heretically to fuse God
together, or to cut Him up into inequality?

XII. For to us there is but One God, the

Father, of Whom are all things, and One Lord

Jesus Christ, by Whom are all things ; and One
Holy Ghost, in Whom are all things ;« yet

these words, of, by, in, whom, do not de-

note a difference of nature (for if this were the

case, the three prepositions, or the order of

the three names would never be altered), but

they characterize the personalities of a nature

which is one and unconfused. And this is

proved by the fact that They are again col-

lected into one, if you will read—not care-

lessly—this other passage of the same Apostle,

" Of Him and through Him and to Him are

all things ; to Him be glory forever. Amen." ^

The Father is Father, and is Unoriginate, for

He is of no one ; the Son is Son, and is not

unoriginate, for He is of the Father. But if

you take the word Origin in a temporal sense.

He too is Unoriginate, for He is the Maker of

Time, and is not subject to Time. The Holy

Ghost is truly Spirit, coming forth from the

Father indeed, but not after the manner of

the Son, for it is not by Generation but by
Procession (since I must coin a word for the

sake of clearness v); for neither did the Father

cease to be Unbegotten because of His beget-

ting something, nor the Son to be begotten

because He is of the Unbegotten (how could

that be?), nor is the Spirit changed into

Father or Son because He proceeds, or because

He is God—though the ungodly do not be-

lieve it. For Personality is unchangeable;

else how could Personality remain, if it were

changeable, and could be removed from one

to another? But they who make ''Unbe-

gotten " and " P>egotten " natures of equivo-

cal gods would perhaps make Adam and Seth

a 1 Cor. viii. 6. P Rom. xi. 36.

•y The Coining is simply of the adverbial form ; the Substantive

is founii in earlier writings. S. Gregory himself uses it Orat.

'J'heol. v. He uses other words also, as exirejui/x;, 7rpoo5ot, and
the verbs npoepxecrOai, jrpoi'cVai.

As to the question of the Double Procession (Filioque) sec

Introd. to Orat. Theol. V. Dr. Swetc (Dortr. of H. S. p. 118)

says, " It is instructive to notice how at this period the two great

Sees of Rome and Constantinople seem to have agreed in abstain-

ing from a niintiter definition of the Procession, lioth in East and
West the relations of tlie Spirit to the -Son were being examined by
individual theologians but S. Grcgoi-y and S. Damasus appear

to iiave alike refrained from entering ujjon a question which did

not touch the essentials of the Faith." lie adds in a note '"This

is the more remarkable because Uamasus was of Spanish origin."

differ in nature, since the former was not

born of flesh (for he was created), but the

latter was born of Adam and Eve. There is

then One God in Three, and These Three

are One, as we have said.

XIII. Since then these things are so, or

rather since This is so ; and His Adoration

ought not to be rendered only by Beings above,

but there ought to be also worshippers on earth,

that all things may be filled with the glory

of God (forasmuch as they are filled with

God Himself) ; therefore man was created

and honored with the hand" and Image of

God. But to despise man, when by the envy
of the Devil and the bitter taste of sin he was
pitiably severed from God his Maker—this

was not in the Nature of God. What then

was done, and what is the great Mystery that

concerns us? An innovation is made upon
nature, and God is made Man. "He that

rideth upon the Heaven of Heavens in the

East " ^ of His own glory and Majesty, is

glorified in the -West of our meanness and
lowliness. And the Son of God deigns to

become and to be called Son of Man ; not

changing what He was (for It is unchange-
able) ; but assuming what He was not (for

He is full of love to man), that the Incom-
prehensible v might be comprehended, con-

versing with us through the mediation of the

Flesh as through a veil ; since it was not pos-

sible for that nature which is subject to birth

and decay to endure His unveiled Godhead.
Therefore the Unmingled is mingled ; and
not only is God mingled with birth and
Spirit^ with flesh, and the Eternal with

time, and the Uncircumscribed with measure;

a "The rest of the Creation was made by the command of
God, but Man was formed by the hand of God." (Wordsworth
in Gen. ii. 7.)
"There was a peculiar glory in the creation of Man, distin-

guishing him from the rest of the creatures. The creatures in-

ferior to man were called into being by a simple act of the Divine
Will ; but in the case of man, bearing as he does tlie nature and
the form which God was about to assume as His own, and which,
once assumed, was never again to be laid aside, the process of
creation was markedly different. Then for the first time the Most
Holy Persons of the Blessed Trinity appear upon the scene. They
are manifested as in mutual consultation and common action per-
sonally engaged. . . .

' Let Us make Man in Our Image
after Our Likeness.' . . . Then followed the exercise of crea-
tive power as a personal act, the putting forth the Hand of God
to f.ishion the body of Man ;

' The Lord God formed Man of

the dust of the earth.' Afterwards came the yet higher work in

the infusion of the immaterial invisible life enshrined in the body,
perfecting the work of God ;

' He breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life and Man became a living soul.' " (T. T. Carter, The
Divine Dispensations, p. 44.) /3 Ps. Ixviii. 4.

y Ullmann comments on this passage as follows : There is in it,

as follows especially from what comes after, the double sense that
the Infinite Godhead entered in Christ into the limitations of a
finite human life ; and in conseciuence of this, since otherwise as
an infinite Hcing it was not fully cognisable by the finite human
soul, became in this limitation cognisable in some degree to it, as
it was not before this special manitestation in Christ.

S " In this and several other places rrvdna and vovi evidently
denote the Divine the Spiritual, taken in the highest and purest
sense, in which it is lifted above the tropf. and generally abo\'c all

that is material; in which sense S. John says, nyevfi.a6 Seoj."

Ullmann,
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but also Generation with Virginity, and dis-

honour with Him who is higher than all

honour ; He who is impassible with Suffering,"

and the Immortal Avith the corruptible. For

since that Deceiver thought that he was uncon-

querable in his malice, after he had cheated

us with the hope of becoming gods, he was

himself cheated by God's assumption of our

nature ; so that in attacking .Vdam as he

thought, he should really meet with God, and

thus the new Adam should save the old, and

the condemnation of the flesh should be abol-

ished, death being slain by flesh.

XIV. At His birth we duly kept Festival,

both I, the leader of the Feast, and you, and all

that is in the world and above the world. With
the Star we ran, and with the Magi we wor-

shipped, and with the Shepherds we were
illuminated, and with the Angels we glorified

Him, and with Simeon we took Him up in

our arms, and with Anna the aged and chaste

we made our responsive confession. And
thanks be to Him who came to His own in

the guise of a stranger, because He glorified

the stranger.^ Now, we come to another

action of Christ, and another mystery. I

cannot restrain my pleasure ; I am rapt into

God. Almost like John I proclaim good tid-

ings ; for though I be not a Forerunner, yet

am I from the desert. v Christ is illumined,

let us shine forth with Him. Christ is

baptized, let us descend with Him that we
may also ascend with Him. Jesus is baptized

;

but we must attentively consider not only this

but also some other points. Who is He, and
by whom is He baptized, and at what time ?

He is the All-pure ; and He is baptized by
John ; and the time is the beginning of His
miracles. What are we to learn and to be

taught by this ? To purify ourselves first

;

to be lowly minded ; and to preach only in

maturity both of spiritual and bodily stature.

The first ^ has a word especially for those

who rush to Baptism off hand, and without

due preparation, or providing for the stabil-

ity of the Baptismal Grace by the disposition

of their minds to good. For since Grace con-

tains remission of the past (for it is a. grace),

it is on that account more worthy of reverence,

o " In a double sense:—either that the Godhead is, in union
with the Alan Jesus, subjected to sufTcring (cf. Or. XXI. 24), or

that the Divine Substance, which is unapproachable by any pas-
sion or suffering, combined itself with a Man, whose nature cannot
be free from such emotions." UUmann.
p i.e., human nature, which was severed from and made hostile

to Ood by sin. y i.e., Sasima.
6 That the All-pure was baptized is to remind us of our need

of preparation. That He was baptized by John is to teach us
humility towards the Priesthood, even if the Priest be socially our
inferior. That He was baptized at thirty years of age shews that

the Teachers and Rulers of the Church ought not to be very young
inen. Scholiast.

that we return not to the same vomit again.

The second speaks to those who rebel against

the Stewards of this Mystery, if they are their

superiors in rank. The third is for those who
are confident in their youth, and think that

any time is the right one to teach or to pre-

side. Jesus is purified, and dost thou despise

purification ? . . . and by John, and dost

thou rise up against thy herald? .

and at thirty years of age, and dost thou be-

fore thy beard has grown presume to teach

the aged, or believe that thou teachest them,

though thou be not reverend on account of

thine age, or even perhaps for thy character ?

But here it may be said, Daniel, and this or

that other, were judges in their youth, and
examples are on your tongues ; for every

Avrongdoer is prepared to defend himself.

But I reply that that which is rare is not the

law of the Church. For one swallow does

not make a summer, nor one line a geome-
trician, nor one voyage a sailor.

XV. But John baptizes, Jesus comes to Him"
perhaps to sanctify the Baptist him-

self, but certainly to bury the whole of the

old Adam in the water ; and before this and
for the sake of this, to sanctify Jordan ; for

as He is Spirit and Flesh, so He consecrates

us by Spirit and water. ^ John will not re-

ceive Him; Jesus contends. *' I have need
to be baptized of Thee " v says the Voice to

the Word, the Friend to the Bridegroom ;
^ he

that is above all among them that are born
of women,* to Him Who is the Firstborn of

every creature ;
^ he that leaped in the womb,''

to Him Who was adored in the womb ; he
who was and is to be the Forerunner ^ to Him
Who was and is to be manifested. " I have
need to be baptized of Thee ; '

' add to this

" and for Thee ;
" for he knew that he would

be baptized by Martyrdom, or, like Peter,

that he would be cleansed not only as to his

feet.' ''And comest Thou to me?" This

also was prophetic; for he knew that after

Herod would come the madness of Pilate,

and so that when he had gone before Christ

would follow him. But what saith Jesus ?

" Suffer it to be so now," for this is the

time of His Incarnation ; for He knew that

yet a little while and He should baptize the

Baptist. And what is the ''Fan?" The
Purification. And what is the "Fire?"
The consuming of the chaff, and the heat

a Matt. iii. 14. ^ John v. 35. v Matt. iii. 17.

6 John iii. 39. e Matt. xi. 11. 5 Col. i. 5.

1} Luke i. 41.
" He who was the forerunner on earth, and was to be the

forerunner in Hades of Christ, Who manifested Himself on
earth, and manife-sted Himself also in Hades." Klias Cretensis,

1 John xiii. 9.
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of the Spirit. And what the "Axe?" The
excision of the soul which is incurable even

after tlie dung." And what the Sword ? The
cutting of the Word, which separates the

worse from the better,^ and makes a division

between the faithful and the unbeliever ; v and
stirs up the son and the daughter and the

bride against the father and the mother and
the mother in law,^ the young and fresh against

the old and shadowy. And what is the

Latchet of the shoe, which thou John who
baptizest Jesus mayst not loose?* thou who
art of the desert, and hast no food, the new
Elias,^ the more than Prophet, inasmuch as

thou sawest Him of Whom thou didst pro-

phesy, thou Mediator of the Old and New
Testaments. What is this? Perhaps the

Message of the Advent, and the Incarnation,

of which not the least point may be loosed,

I say not by those '' who are yet carnal and

babes in Christ, but not even by those who
are like John in spirit.

XVI. But further—Jesus goeth up out of

the water ... for with Himself He car-

ries up the world . . . and sees the

heaven opened which Adam had shut against

himself and all his posterity,^ as the gates

of Paradise by the flaming sword. And
the Spirit bears witness to His Godhead,

for he descends upon One that is like Him,
as does the Voice from Heaven (for He to

Whom the witness is borne came from thence),

and like a Dove, for He honours the Body
(for this also was God, through its union with

God) by being seen in a bodily form ; and

moreover, the Dove has from distant ages

been wont to proclaim the end of the Deluge.'

But if you are to judge of Godhead by bulk

and weight, and the Spirit seems to you a

small thing because He came in the form of a

Dove, O man of contemptible littleness of

thought concerning the greatest of things, you
must also to be consistent desj^ise the King-

dom of Heaven, because it is compared to a

grain of mustard seed ; " and you must exalt

the adversary above the Majesty of Jesus, be-

cause he is called a great Mountain,^ and
Leviathan '^ and King of that which lives in the

water, whereas Christ is called the Lamb," and

the Pearl,^ and the Drop" and similar names.

XVII. Now, since our Festival is of Bap-

tism, and we must endure a little hardness with

oT.uke xiii. 8. P Hcb. iv. iz. y l\Iatt x. 35.

fi Mlc.^ll vii. 6. ejohii i. 27. 5 Luke vii. 26.

n One important MS. reads " Us Who."
6 Gen. iii. 24. i lb. viii. 11. (C Matt. .\iii. 31.

A /^ech. iv. 7

H The word Levi.nthan does not occur in the LXX., though it is

found twice in other Greek Versions of the I'.ook of Job, viz.:—iii.

8 and xl. 20. V Isa. liii, 7.

{ Matt. xiii. 46. Ts. Ixxii. 6,

Him Who for our sake took form, and was bap-

tized, and was crucified ; let us speak about

the different kinds of Baptism, that we may
come out thence purified. Moses baptized "

but it was in water, and before that in the

cloud and in the sea.^ This was typical as

Paul saith ; the Sea of the water, and the

Cloud of the Spirit ; the Manna, of the Bread

of Life ; the Drink, of the Divine Drink. John
also baptized ; but this was not like the baptism

of the Jews, for it was not only in w^ater, but

also "unto repentance." Still it was not

wholly spiritual, for he does not add "And
in the Spirit." Jesus also baptized, but in

the Spirit. This is the perfect Baptism.

And how is He not God, if I may digress a

little, by whom you too are made God ? I

know also a Fourth Baptism—that by Mar-
tyrdom and blood, which also Christ himself

underwent ;—and this one is far more august

than all the others, inasmuch as it cannot be

defiled by after-stains. Yes, and I know of a

Fifth also, which is that of tears, and is much
more laborious, received by him who washes

his bed every night and his couch with tears ;y

whose bruises stink through his wickedness ;*

and w^ho goeth mourning and of a sad counte-

nance ; who imitates the repentance of Manas-
seh « and the humiliation of the Ninevites ^ upon
which God had mercy ; who utters the words
of the Publican in the Temple, and is justified

rather than the stiff-necked Pharisee ;
'' who

like the Canaanite woman bends down and
asks for mercy and crumbs, the food of a dog
that is very hungry.^

XVIII. I, however, for I confess myself to be

a man,—that is to say, an animal shifty and of a

changeable nature,—both eagerly receive this

Baptism, and worship Him Who has given it

me, and impart it to others ; and by shewing

mercy make provision for mercy. For I

know that I too am compassed with infirmity,'

and that with what measure I mete it shall be

measured to me again." But what sayest thou,

O new Pharisee pure^ in title but not in in-

tention, who dischargest upon us the senti-

ments of Novatus,** though thou sharest the

o Lev. xi. /5 i Cor. x. 2. y Ps. vi. 6. S lb. .xxxyiii. 5.

e 2 Chron. xxxviii. 12. ? Jon. iii. 7-10. t) Luke xviii. 13.

Matt. XV. 27. t Heb. v. 2. K Matt. vii. 2.

A The Novatians were known as Cathari or Puritans.

fx In A.D. 251 Novatus, a Presbyter of the Church of Carthage,
who with others had formed a party against S. Cyprian, ihcir

Bishop, came to Rome, and excited Novatian tc become leader in

a similar schism against Cornelius, the recently elected Bishop of

the Apostolic See. The plea urged on behalf of the schism was
that Cornelius, who was of one accord with Cyprian, had lapsed in

the time of the persecution under Decius, a.d. 250. and that he
had relaxed the discipline of the Church by admitting to Com-
munion on too easy terms those who had been guilty of a similar

offence ; and that therefore he ought not to be recognized as a true

Bishop of the Church, but a faithful Pastor should be chosen in his

place. Consequently Novatian was elected by some who held these

views, and was consecrated by three Bishops. 'I'here seenj to
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same infirmities ? Wilt thou not give any-

place to weeping? Wilt thou shed no tear?

Mayest thou not meet with a Judge like thy-

self? Art thou not ashamed by the mercy
of Jesus, A\'ho took our infirmities and bare

our sicknesses ; " Who came not to call the

righteous but sinners to repentance ;
ti Who

will have mercy rather than sacrifice ; who
forgiveth sins till seventy times seven. v How
blessed would your exaltation be if it really

were purity, not pride, making laws above

the reach of men, and destroying improve-

ment by despair. For both are alike evil,

indulgence not regulated by prudence, and
condemnation that will never forgive ; the one
because it relaxes all reins, the other because

it strangles by its severity. Shew me your

purity, and I will approve your boldness.

But as it is, I fear that being full of sores you
will render them incurable. Will you not

admit even David's repentance, to whom his

penitence preserved even the gift ofprophecy?
nor the great Peter himself, who fell into hum-
an weakness at the Passion of our Saviour ?

Yet Jesus received him, and by the threefold

question and confession healed the threefold

denial.* Or will you even refuse to admit
that he was made perfect by blood (for your

folly goes even as far as that) ? Or the trans-

gressor at Corinth ? But Paul confirmed love

towards him when he saw his amendment,
and gives the reason, " that such an one be

not swallowed up by overmuch sorrow,"*

being overwhelmed by the excess of the pun-

ishment.^ And will you refuse to grant

liberty of marriage to young widows on ac-

count of the liability of their age to fall ?

Paul ventured to do so ; but of course you
can teach him ; for you have been caught

up to the Fourth heaven, and to another

Paradise, and have heard words more un-

speakable, and comprehend a larger circle in

your Gospel.

XIX. But these sins were not after Baptism,

you will say. Where is your proof? Either

prove it—or refrain from condemning; and if

have been a good many of liis followers in Constantinople at this

lime. There had been at one time a disposition among them to
reunite themselves to the Catholic Church, for they were orthodox
in faith ; but it had been hindered by the malevolence of their
party leaders ; so that the schism continued, and the Novatians
must be added to the opponents with whom .S. Gregory had to
deal. o Matt. viii. 17. /3 lb. ix. I3.

Y lb. xyiii. 2a. S John xxi. 15 sq. e 2 Cor. ii. 7.

5 "This too often ignored page gives a solemn contradiction to

those who, falsifying historv as well as theology, pretended two
centuries ago to revive by their extravagant rigour the spirit of the
prirnitive Church. The spirit of the Church never changes. In-
flexible against error, it is full of gentleness and kindliness for

repentant sinners. The spirit of the Church is that of the Saints
of all times; or rather it is that of the Divine .Shepherd, Who
made Himself known above all by liis unspeakable tenderness and
His inexhaustible mercy to lost sheep." (Benoit S. G. dc N.)

there be any doubt, let charity prevail. But No-
vatus, you say, would not receive those who
lapsed in the persecution. What do you
mean by this? If they were unrepentant

he was right; I too would refuse to receive

those who either would not stoop at all or not

sufficiently, and who Avould refuse to make
their amendment counterbalance their sin

;

and when I do receive them, I will assign them
their proper place ; " but if he refused those

who wore themselves away with weeping, I

will not imitate him. And why should No-
vatus's want of charity be a rule for me ? He
never punished covetousness, which is a sec-

ond idolatry ; but he condemned fornication

as though he himself were not flesh and body.

What say you ? Are we convincing you by
these words ? Come and stand here on our

side, that is, on the side of humanity. Let

us magnify the Lord together. Let none of

you, even though he has much confidence in

himself, dare to say, Touch me not for I am
pure, and who is so pure as I ? Give us too

a share in your brightness. But perhaps we
are not convincing you ? Then we will weep
for you. Let these men then if they will,

follow our way, which is Christ's way ; but

if they will not, let them go their own. Per-

haps in it they will be baptized with Fire, in

that last Baptism which is more painful and
longer, which devours wood like grass,^ and
consumes the stubble of every evil.

XX. But let us venerate to-day the Baptism

of Christ; and let us keep the feast well, not in

pampering the belly, but rejoicing in spirit.

And how shall we luxuriate? "Wash you,

make you clean." v If ye be scarlet with sin

and less bloody, be made white as snow ; if

ye be red, and men bathed in blood, yet be

ye brought to the whiteness of wool. Any-
how be purified, and you shall be clean (for

God rejoices in nothing so much as in the

amendment and salvation of man, on whose
behalf is every discourse and every Sacra-

ment), that you may be like lights in the

world, a quickening force to all other men

;

that you may stand as perfect lights beside

That great Light, and may learn the mys-

tery of the illumination of Heaven, enlight-

ened by the Trinity more purely and clearly,

of Which even now you are receiving in a

measure the One Ray from the One God-
head in Christ Jesus our Lord ; to Whom
be the glory and the might for ever and

ever. Amen.

ft i.e., their proper class among the Penitents.

P I Cor. iii. 12-19. y '^^' '• '7' *^'
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ORATION XL.

The Oration on Holy IjAptism.

Preached at ConslaiUinople Jan. 6, 381, Ijcingllie day
following the delivery of that on the Holy Lights.

I. Yesterday we kept high Festival on the

ilkistrioiis Day of the Holy Lights ; for it was

fitting that rejoicings should be kept for our

Salvation, and that far more than for wed-

dings and birthdays, and namedays, and

house-warmings, and registrations of children,

and anniversaries, and all the other festivities

that men observe for their earthly friends.

And now to-day let us discour.se briefly con-

concerning Baptism, and the benefits which

accrue to us therefrom, even though our dis-

course yesterday spoke of it cursorily ;
partly

because the time pressed us hard, and partly

because the sermon had to avoid tediousness.

For too great length in a sermon is as much
an enemy to people's ears, as too much food

is to their bodies. ... It will be worth

your while to apply your minds to what we
say, and to receive our discourse on so im-

portant a subject not perfunctorily, but with

ready mind, since to know the power of this

Sacrament is itself Enlightenment."

II. The Word recognizes three Births for

us ; namely, the natural birth, that of Baptism,

and that of the Resurrection. Of these the

first is by night, and is servile, and involves

passion ; but the second is by day, and is

destructive of passion, cutting off all the veil^

that is derived from birth, and leading on to

the higher life ; and the third is more terrible

and shorter, bringing together in a moment
all mankind,^ to stand before its Creator, and

to give an account of its service and con-

versation here ; whether it has followed the

flesh, or whether it has mounted up with the

spirit, and worshipped the grace of its new
creation. My Lord Jesus Christ has showed

that He honoured all these births in His own
Person ; the first, by that first and quickening

Inbreathing;* the second by His Incarnation

and the Baptism wherewith He Himself was

baptized ; and the third by the Resurrection

of which He was the Firstfruits ; condescend-

o Knllghtcnment (t|)(oTi<j-|aos) is one of the most ancient names
for Holy liaptisin ; the name, in fact, which S. Gregory uses

throughout this Oration, and which his Latin translator almost

invariably renders by IJaptismus.

/3 This Veil is Original Sin, by which the soul is darkened and
as it were covered.

y All Mankind (jroi' rb irXoKrua). irXacrna would not be cor-

rectly rendered by Creation. It is a word belonging solely to

Man, who was formed by the Hand of (5od, and who, alone

among creatures, has to give an account of his past life to his

Creator at the Last Day. (Kdd. IJencd.) 6 Gen. ii. 7.

ing, as He became the Firstborn " among many
brethren, so also to become the Firstborn from

the dead.^

III. Concerning two of these births, the first

and the last, we have not to speak on the

present occasion. Let us discourse upon the

second, which is now necessary for us, and

which gives its name to the Feast of the

Lights. Illumination is the splendour of

souls, the conversion of the life, the question

put to the Godward conscience. v It is the aid

to our weakness, the renunciation of the flesh,

the following of the Spirit, the fellowship of

the Word, the improvement of the creature,

the overwhelming of sin, the participation of

light, the dissolution of darkness. It is the

carriage to God, the dying with Christ, the

perfecting of the mind, the bulwark of Faith,

the key of the Kingdom ofheaven, the change

of life, the removal of slavery, the loosing of

chains, the remodelling of the whole man.

Why should I go into further detail? Il-

lumination is the greatest and most magnifi-

cent of the Gifts of God. For just as we
speak of the Holy of Holies, and the Song of

Songs, as more comprehensive and more ex-

cellent than others, so is this called Illumina-

tion, as being more holy than any other

illumination which we possess.

IV. And as Christ the Giver of it is called

by many various names, so too is this Gift,

whether it is from the exceeding gladness of

its nature (as those who are very fond of a

thing take pleasure in using its name), or that

the great variety of its benefits has reacted for

us upon its names. We call it, the Gift, the

Grace, Baptism, Unction, Illumination, the

Clothing of Immortality, the Laver of Re-

generation, the Seal, and everything that is

honourable. We call it the Gift, because it is

given to us in return for nothing on our part

;

Grace, because it is conferred even on debtors
;

Baptism, because sin is buried with it in the

water; Unction, as Priestly and Royal, for

such were they who were anointed ; Illumina-

tion, because of its splendour; Clothing, be-

cause it hides our shame ; the Laver, because

it washes us ; the Seal because it preserves us,

and is moreover the indication of Dominion.

In it the heavens rejoice; it is glorified by
Angels, because of its kindred splendour. It

is the image of the heavenly bliss. We long

a Rom. viii. 29. P Col. i. 18.

7 This is the literal version of the passage, which is somewhat
loosely quoted from 1 S. Peter iii. 21, where the A. V. renders

"the answer of a good conscience towards God," and the R. V.,

"The interrogation (Marg. inquiry') of a good conscience, etc."

The passage is usually explained as referring to the Interroga-

tories in Holy Haptism, answered by the threefold Vow which en-

lists us " under Christ's banner against sin, the world, and the

Devil," professes the Faith, and promises obedience.
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indeed to sing out its praises, but we cannot

worthily do so.

V. God is Light : « the highest, the unap-

y/ proachable, the ineffable, That can neither be

conceived in the mind nor uttered with the

lips,^ That giveth life to every reasoning creat-

ure. > He is in the world of thought, what the

sun is in the world of sense ;
presenting Himself

to our minds in proportion as we are cleansed
;

and loved in proportion as He is presented to

our mind ; and again, conceived in proportion

as we love Him ; Himself contemplating and
comprehending Himself, and pouring Himself
out upon what is external to Him. That Light,

I mean, which is contemplated in the Father

and the Son and the Holy Ghost, Whose
riches is Their unity of nature, and the one
outleaping of Their brightness. A second
Light is the Angel, a kind of outflow or com-
munication of that first Light, drawing its

illumination from its inchnation and obedi-

ence thereto ; and I know not whether its il-

lumination is distributed according to the

order of its state, or whether its order is due
to the respective measures of its illumination.^

A third Light is man ; a light which is visible

to external objects. For they call man light ^

because of the faculty of speech in us. And
the name is applied again to those of us who
are more like God, and who approach God
more nearly than others. I also acknowledge
another Light, by which the primeval dark-

ness was driven away or pierced. It was the

first of all the visible creation to be called into

existence ; and it irradiates the whole uni-

verse, the circling orbit of the stars, and all

the heavenly beacon fires.

VI. Light was also the firstborn command-
ment given to the firstborn man (for the com-
mandment of the Law is a lamp and a light ; ^

and again. Because Thy judgments are a light

upon the earth) ;
*» although the envious dark-

ness crept in and wrought wickedness. And
a Light typical and proportionate to those

who were its subjects was the written law,

adumbrating the truth and the sacrament of

the great Light, for Moses' face was made
glorious by it.^ And, to mention more Lights

—it was Light that appeared out of Fire to

Moses, when it burned the bush indeed, but

did not consume it,' to shew its nature and to

declare the power that was in it. And it was
Light that was in the pillar of fire that led

a I John i. 5. Pi Tim. v-i. 16. y John i. g.

6 S. Thomas Aquinas (Summa I qu. 108) seems to solve this

question in accordance with the second of these alternatives.

e 0u)« (masc) is a common poetical word for Man. It is prob-
ably derived from the root (Indo-Eur. Eha) of (Joio, which also

appears in <t>rini, and modified in ^aivia. ( Prov. vi. 23.

rj Ps. cxi.x. 105. Exod. x.xxiv. 30. i lb. iii. 2.

Israel and tamed the wilderness.* It was
Light that carried up Elias in the car of fire,^

and yet did not burn him as it carried him.

It was Light that shone round the Shepherds y

when the Eternal Light was mingled with the

temporal. It was Light that was the beauty
of the Star that went before to Bethlehem to

guide the Wise Men's way,^ and to be the

escort of the Light That is above us, when He
came amongst us. Light was That Godhead
Which was shewn upon the Mount to the dis-

ciples—and a little too strong for their eyes.*

Light was That Vision which blazed out upon
Paul,^ and by wounding his eyes healed the

darkness of his soul. Light is also the bril-

liancy of heaven to those who have been puri-

fied here, when the righteous shall shine forth

as the Sun,'' and God shall stand in the midst
of them,^ gods and kings, deciding and dis-

tinguishing the ranks of the Blessedness of

heaven. Light beside these in a special sense

is the illumination of Baptism of which we are

now speaking ; for it contains a great and mar-
vellous sacrament of our salvation.

VII. For since to be utterly sinless belongs

to God, and to the first and uncompounded
nature (for simplicity is peaceful, and not

subject to dissension), and I venture to say

also that it belongs to the Angelic nature too

;

or at least, I would affirm that nature to be
very nearly sinless, because of its nearness to

God ; but to sin is human and belongs to the

Compound on earth (for composition is the

beginning of separation); therefore the master

did not think it right to leave His creature

unaided, or to neglect its danger of separation

from Himself; but on the contrary, just as

He gave existence to that which did not exist,

so He gave new creation to that which did
exist, a diviner creation and a loftier than the

first, which is to those who are beginning life

a Seal, and to those who are more mature in

age both a gift and a restoration of the image
which had fallen through sin, that we may
not, by becoming worse through despair, and
ever being borne downward to that which is

more evil, fall altogether from good and from
virtue, through despondency ; and having
fallen into a depth of evil (as it is said) despise

Him ; ' but that like those who in the course

of a long journey make a brief rest from labour

at an inn, we should be enabled to accomplish

the rest of the road fresh and full of courage.

Such is the grace and power of baptism ; not

an overwhelming of the world as of old, but a

o Kx. xiii. 21. P 2 Kings ii. 11. y Luke ii. 9.

6 Matt. ii. p. e Luke ix. 32, 34. i Acts ix. f.

»} Matt, xiii. 43. Wisd. iii. 7. t Prov. xviii. 3 (LXX.).
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purification of the sins of each individual, and

a comijlete cleansing from all the bruises and

stains of sin,

VIII. And since we are double-made, I mean
of liody and soul, and the one ])art is visible, the

other invisible, so the cleansing also is twofold,

by water and the spirit; the one received visibly

in the body, the other concurring with it in-

visibly and apart from the body ; the one typ-

ical, the other real and cleansing the depths.

And this which comes to the aid of our first

birth, makes us new instead of old, and like

God instead of what we now are; recasting us

without fire, and creating us anew without

breaking us up, For, to say it all in one

word, the virtue of Baptism is to be under-

stood as a covenant with God for a second

life and a purer conversation. And indeed

all need to fear this very much, and to watch

our own souls, each one of us, with all care,

that we do not become liars in respect of this

profession. For if God is called upon as a

Mediator to ratify human professions, how
great is the danger if we be found transgressors

of the covenant which we have made with

God Himself; and if we be found guilty be-

fore the Truth Himself of that lie, besides our

other transgressions . . . and that when there

is no second regeneration, or recreation, or re-

storation to our former state, even though we
seek it with all our might, and with many
sighs and tears, by which it is cicatrized over

(with great difficulty in my opinion, though

we all believe that it may be cicatrized). Yet

if we might wipe away even the scars I should

be glad, since I too have need of mercy. But

it is better not to stand in need of a second

cleansing, but to stop at the first, which is, I

know, common to all, and involves no labour,

and is of equal price to slaves, to masters, to

poor, to rich, to humble, to exalted, to gentle,

to sim]:)le, to debtors, to those who are free

from debt ; like the breathing of the air, and

the pouring forth of the light, and the changes

of the seasons, and the sight of creation, that

great delight which we all share alike, and

the equal distribution of the faith.

IX. For it is a strange thing to substitute for

a painless remedy one which is more painful;

to cast away the grace of mercy, and owe a

debt of punishment ; and to measure our

amendment against sin. For how many tears

must we contribute before they can equal the

fount of baptism ; and who will be surety for

us that death shall wait for our cure, and that

the judgment seat shall not summon us while

still debtors, and needing the fire of the other

world ? You perhaps, as a good and pitiful

husbandman, will entreat the Master still to

spare the figtree," and not yet to cut it down,

though accused of unfruitfulness; but to allow

you to put dung about it in the shape of tears,

sighs, invocations, sleejnngs on the ground,

vigils, mortifications of soul and body, and

correction by confession and a life of humili-

ation. But it is uncertain if the Master will

spare it, inasmuch as it cumbers the ground of

another asking for mercy, and becoming de-

teriorated by the longsuffering shewn to this

one. Let us then be buried with Christ by

Baptism,^ that we may also rise with Him ; let

us descend with Him, that we may also be

exalted with Him ; let us ascend Avith Him,
that we may also be glorified together.

X. If after baptism the persecutor and

tempter of the light assail you (for he assailed

even the Word my God through the veil,^ the

hidden Light through that which was mani-

fested), you have the means to conquer him.

Fear not the conflict ; defend yourself with

the Water ; defend yourself v/ith the Spirit, by

Which all the fiery darts of the wicked shall

be quenched. s It is Spirit, but That Spirit

which rent the Mountains.* It is Water, but

that which quenches fire. If he assail you

by your want (as he dared to assail

Christ), and asks that stones should be made
bread, do not be ignorant of his devices.^

Teach him what he has not learnt. Defend

yourself with the Word of life, Who is the

Bread sent down from heaven, and giving life

to the world.'' If he plot against you with

vain glory (as he did against Christ when he

led Him up to the pinnacle of the temple and

said to Him, Cast Thyself down ^ as a proof

of Thy Godhead), be not overborne by ela-

tion. If you be taken by this he will not

stop here. For he is insatiable, he grasps at

every thing. He fawns upon you with fair

pretences, but he ends in evil ; this is the

manner of his fighting. Yes, and the roljber

is skilled in Scripture. On the one side was

that It is written about the Bread, and on

the other that it Is written about the Angels.

It is written, quoth he. He shall give His

Angels charge concerning thee, and they

shall bear thee in their hands.* O vile

sophist ! how was it that thou didst suiii)ress

the words that follow, for I know it well,

even if thou passest it by in silence? I will

make thee to go upon the asp and basil-

isk, and I will tread upon serpents and

scorpions, being fenced by the Trinity.

a I.ukc xiii. 8. |3 Uoni. vi. 4 ; Col.

Y i.e., the SacrcU Manhood. S I'.phcs. vi. 16.

5 2 Cor. ii. 1 1. tj John vi. 3^. 9 I*Iatt. iv. 6. 4?
Ki. XIX. IJ.

;. XL'i. 14.



ORATION ON HOLY BAPTISM. 3^3

If he wrestle against thee to a fall through

avarice, shewing thee all the Kingdoms at

one instant and in the twinkling of an eye, as

belonging to himself, and demand thy worship,

despise him as a beggar. Say to him relying

on the Seal, " I am myself the Image of God
;

I have not yet been cast down from the

heavenly Glory, as thou wast through thy

pride ; I have put on Christ ; I have been

transformed into Christ by Baptism ; worship

thou me.
'

' "Well do I know that he will depart,

defeated and put to shame by this ; as he did

from Christ the first Light, so he will from

those who are illumined by Christ. Such
blessings does the laver bestow on those who
apprehend it ; such is the rich feast which it

provides for those who hunger aright.

XI. Let us then be bai)tized that we may
win the victory ; let us partake of the cleans-

ing waters, more purifying than hyssop, purer

than the legal blood, more sacred than the

ashes of the heifer sprinkling the unclean," and
providing a temporary cleansing of the body,

but not a complete taking away of sin

;

for if once purged, why should they need
further purification ? Let us be baptized to-

day, that we suffer not violence ^ to-morrow
;

and let us not put off the blessing as if it were

an injury, nor wait till we get more wicked
that more may be forgiven us ; and let us not

become sellers and traffickers of Christ, lest

we become more heavily burdened than we
are able to bear, that we be not sunk with all

hands Y and make shipwreck of the Gift, and
lose all because we expected too much. While
thou art still master of thy thoughts run to the

Gift. While thou art not yet sick in body or

in mind, nor seemest so to those who are with

thee (though thou art really of sound mind)
;

while thy good is not yet in the power of others,

but thou thyself art still master of it ; while thy

tongue is not stammering or parched, or (to say

no more) deprived of the power of pronouncing
the sacramental words ; while thou canst still

be made one of the faithful, not conjecturally

o Heb. X. 4.

P Tliere is here an untranslateable play upon words.
y Again a play upon words. BajrTt^o-eoi is sometimes used in

the .sense of to be drowned. The word primarily means to Im-
merse, and this of course, when applied to a ship, is to sink her.
The practice of immersion in Holy Uaptism was undoubtedly
univers.al in the primitive ages, except where in cases of necessity
persons were baptized in sickness, or in prison under sentence of
death; and in such cases tliis "Clinic" Uaptism, though recog-
nized as valid, and therefore not to be repeated, was viewed as ir-

regular, and disqualified its recipient from subsetiuently receiving
Holy Orders. Aftusion was gradually allowed, probably for clim-
atic reasons, to become the prevailing practice of the West,
though immersion predominated as late as the Twelfth Century.
It is, however, a remarkable fact that the Didache. a Manual of
instruction which some date within the lifetime of the Apoulos,
and ncnrly all are agreed in placing not later than the early years
of (he Second Century, expressly permits allusion, without any
hint of irrcjii! trily, or mention of any circumstance of necessity
except scarcity of uater.

I

but confessedly ; and canst still receive not

pity but congratulation ; while the Gift is

still clear to thee, and there is no doubt about

it ; while the grace can reach the depth of

thy soul, and it is not merely thy body that

is washed for burial ; and beiorc tears sur-

round thee announcing thy decease—and even
these restrained perhaps for thy sake—and thy

wife and children would delay thy departure,

and are listening for thy dying words ; before

the physician is powerless to help thee, and is

giving thee but hours to live—hours which
are not his to give—and is balancing thy salv-

ation with the nod of his head, and discours-

ing learnedly on thy disease after thou art

dead, or making his charges heavier by with-

drawals, or hinting at despair ; before there

is a struggle between the man who would
baptize thee and the man who seeks thy

money, the one striving that thou mayest re-

ceive thy Viaticum, the other that he may be

inscribed in thy Will as heir—and there is no
time for both.

XII. Why wait for a fever to bring you this

blessing, and refuse it from God ? Why will

you have it through lapse of time, and not

through reason ? Why will you owe it to a

plotting friend, and not to a saving desire ?

Why will you receive it of force and not of

free will; of necessity rather than of liberty?

Why must you hear of your death from

another, rather than think of it as even now
present ? Why do you seek for drugs which
will do no good, or the sweat of the crisis,

when the sweat of death is perhaps upon you ?

Heal yourself before your extremity ; have

pity upon yourself the only true healer of

your disease ; apply to yourself the really

saving medicine ; while you are still sailing

with a favouring breeze fear shipwreck, and

you will be in less danger of it, if you make
use of your terror as a helper. Give yourself

occasion to celebrate the Gift with feasting,

not with mourning ; let the talent be cultiv-

ated, not buried in the ground ; let some
time intervene between the grace and death,

that not only may the account of sins be

wiped out, but something better may be

written in its place ; that you may have not

only the Gift, but also the Reward ; that you

may not only escape the fire, but may also in-

herit the glory, which is bestowed by cultiva-

tion of the Gift. For to men of little soul

it is a great thing to escape torment ; but

men of great soul aim also at attaining re-

ward.

XIII. I know of three classes among the

saved ; the slaves, the hired servants, the sons.
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If you are a slave, be afraid of the whip ; if you
are a hired servant, look only to receive your
hire ; if you are more than this, a son, revere

Him as a Father, and work that which is good,
because it is good to obey a Father ; and even
though no reward should come of it for you,
this is itself a reward, that you please your
Father, Let us then take care not to despise

these things. How absurd it would be to

grasp at money and throw away health ; and
to be lavish of the cleansing of the body, but
economical over the cleansing of the soul;

and to seek for freedom from earthly slavery,

but" not to care about heavenly freedom ; and to

make every effort to be splendidly housed and
dressed, but to have never a thought how you
yourself may become really very precious

;

and to be zealous to do good to others, with-
out any desire to do good to yourself. And
if good could be bought, you would spare no
money; but if mercy is freely at your feet,

you despise it for its cheapness. Every time
is suitable for your ablution, since any time
may be your death. With Paul I shout to

you with that loud voice, "Behold now is

the accepted time ; behold Now is the day of
salvation; "« and that Now does not point to

any one time, but is every present moment.
And again ''Awake, thou that sleepest, and
Christ shall give thee light," ^ dispelling the

darkness of sin. For as Isaiah says,Y In the

night hope is evil, and it is more profitable to

be received in the morning.
XIV. Sow in good season, and gather to-

gether, and open thy barns when it is the time
to do so ; and plant in season, and let the clus-

ters be cut when they are ripe, and launch
boldly in spring, and draw thy ship on shore
again at the beginning of winter, Avhen the sea

begins to rage. And let there be to thee also

a time for war and a time for peace ; a time to

marry, and a time to abstain from marrying
;

a time for friendship, and a time for discord,

if this be needed ; and in short a time for

everything, if you will follow Solomon's ad-

vice.* And it is best to do so, for the advice

is profitable. But the work of your salvation

is one upon which you should be engaged at

all times ; and let every time be to you the

definite one for Baptism. If you are always
passing over to-day and waiting for to-mor-
row, by your little procrastinations you will be
cheated without knowing it by the Evil One,
as his manner is. Give to me, he says, the

present, and to God the future ; to me your
youth, and to God old age ; to me your pleas-

a 2 Cor. vi. 2.

Y Isa. xxviii. 19, LXX.
P l'")>lics. V. 14.

5 Kcci. iii. I sq.

ures, and to Him your uselessness. How
great is the danger that surrounds you. How
many the unexpected mischances. War has

expended you ; or an earthquake overwhelmed
you ; or the sea swallowed you up ; or a wild

beast carried you off; or a sickness killed you
;

or a crumb going the wrong way' (a most
insignificant thing, but what is easier than for

a man to die, though you are so proud of the

divine image) ; or a too freely indulged drink-

ing bout ; * or a wind knocked you down

;

or a horse ran away with you; or a drug mali-

ciously scheming against you, or perhaps found

to be deleterious when meant to be whole-

some ; or an inhuman judge ; or an inexorable

executioner ; or any of the things which make
the change swiftest and beyond the power of

human aid.

XV. But if you would fortify yourself before-

hand with the Seal, and secure yourself for the

future with the best and strongest of all aids,

being signed both in body and in soul with

the unction, as Israel was of old with that

blood and unction of the firstborn at night

that guarded him,^ what then can happen to

you, and what has been wrought out for you ?

Listen to the Proverbs. " If thou sittest, he

says, thou shalt be without fear ; and if thou

sleepest, thy sleep shall be sweet. "> And listen

to David giving thee the good news, "Thou
shalt not be afraid for the terror by night, for

mischance or noonday demon."* This, even

while you live, will greatly contribute to your

sense of safety (for a sheep that is sealed is

not easily snared, but that which is unmarked
is an easy prey to thieves), and at your death

a fortunate shroud, more precious than gold,

more magnificent than a sepulchre, more re-

verent than fruitless libations,* more season-

able than ripe firstfruits, which the dead bestow
on the dead, making a laAV out of custom.

Nay, if all things forsake thee,^ or be taken

violently away from thee ; money, possessions,

thrones, distinctions, and everything that be-

longs to this early turmoil, yet you will be

able to lay down your life in safety, having

suffered no loss of the helps which God gave

you unto salvation.

XVI. But are you afraid lest you should de-

stroy the Gift, and do you therefore put off your

cleansing, because you cannot have it a sec-

ond time ? What ? Would you not be afraid

of danger in time of persecution, and of losing

a Some MSS. read "A flooded river."

fi Kxod. xii. 22. y Piov. iii. 24. 6 Ps. xci. 5.

£ Uillius suggests, tliough without adopting it in his text, a
slight conjectural alteration, which would read " Th.an funeral
games and libations ; " but this, though it gives a very good
sense, is a needless dei«rture from the MSS, $ l.uke ix. 60.
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thought,

sane man ; such an

the most precious Thing you have—Christ ?

Would you then on this account avoid be-

coming a Christian ? Perish the

Such a fear is not for a

argument argues insanity. O incautious cau-

tion, if I may so. O trick of the Evil One !

Truly he is darkness and pretends to be light

;

and when he can no longer prevail in open
war, he lays snares in secret, and gives ad-

vice, apparently good, really evil, if by some
trick at least he may prevail, and we find no
escape from his plotting. And this is clearly

what he is aiming at in this instance. For,

being imable to persuade you to despise Bap-
tism, he infiicts loss upon you through a fic-

titious security ; that in consequence of your

fear you may suffer unconsciously the very

thing you are afraid of; and because you fear

to destroy the Gift, you may for this very

reason fail of the Gift altogether. This is his

character ; and he will never cease his duplic-

ity as long as he sees us pressing onwards to-

wards heaven from which he has fallen. Where-
fore, O man of God, do thou recognize the

plots of thine adversary ; for the battle is

against him that hath, and it is concerned
with the most important interests. Take not

thine enemy to be thy counsellor ; despise not

to be and to be called Faithful. As long as you
are a Catechumen you are Ijut in the porch of

Religion
;

you must come inside, and cross

the court, and observe the Holy Things, and
look into the Holy of Holies, and be in com-
pany wMth the Trinity. Great are the inter-

ests for which you are fighting, great too the

stability which you need. Protect yourself

with the shield of faith. He fears you, if you
fight armed with this weapon, and therefore

he would strip you of the Gift, that he may
the more easily overcome you unarmed and
defenceless. He assails every age, and every

form of life ; he must be repelled by all.

XVII. Art thou young ? stand against thy

passions ; be numbered with the alliance in the

army of God :
" do valiantly against Goliath.^

Take your thousands or your myriads ;
v thus

enjoy your manhood ; but do not allow your

youth to be withered, being killed by the im-

perfection of your faith. Are you old and
near the predestined necessity ? Aid your
few remaining days. Entrust the purification

to your old age. Why do you fear youthful

passion in deep old age and at your last

a The Benedictine Editors punctuate differently, and render
"Stand against passions with the assistance (of Kaptism). be
numbered in the army of God." remarking that David fought Go-
liath without allies, leaning on God's assistance : and that S.
Gregory here certainly means that a Christian who relics on the

aid of his Baptism is to stand firm in the batdc against the Devil.

ft I Sam. xvii. 32. y lb. xviii. 7.

breath? Or will you wait to be washed till

you are dead, and not so much the ob-

ject of pity as of dislike ? Are you re-

gretting the dregs of i)leasure, being your-

self in the dregs of life? It is a shame-
ful thing to be past indeed the flower of

your age, but not past your wickedness ; but

cither to be involved in it still, or at least to

seem so by delaying your purification. Have
you an infant child ? Do not let sin get any
opportunity, but let him be sanctified from
his childhood ; from his very tenderest age let

him be consecrated by the Spirit. Fearest

thou the Seal on account of the weakness of

nature ? O what a small-souled mother, and
of how little faith ! Why, Anna even before

Samuel was born" promised him to God, and
after his birth consecrated him at once, and
brought him up in the priestly habit, not

fearing anything in human nature, but trust-

ing in God. You have no need of amulets or

incantations, with which the Devil also comes
in, stealing worship from God for himself in

the minds of vainer men. Give your child

the Trinity, that great and noble Guard.
XVIII. What more ? Are you living in Vir-

ginity? Be sealed by this purification ; make
this the sharer and companion of your life. Let
this direct your life, your words, every member,
every movement, every sense. Honour it, that

it may honour you ; that it may give to your

head a crown of graces, and with a crown of

delights may shield you.^ Art thou bound by
wedlock ? Be bound also by the Seal ; make
it dwell with you as a guardian of your con-

tinence, safer than any number of eunuchs or

of doorkeepers. Art thou not yet wedded to

flesh ? Fear not this consecration ; thou art

pure even after marriage. I will take the risk

of that. I will join you in wedlock. I will

dress the bride. We do not dishonour mar-

riage because we give a higher honour to vir-

ginity. I will imitate Christ, the pure Grooms-
man and Bridegroom, as He both wrought a

miracle at a wedding, and honours wedlock

with His Presence.^ Only let marriage be

pure and unmingled with filthy lusts. This

only I ask ; receive safety from the Gift, and
give to the Gift the oblation of chastity in its

due season, when the fixed time of prayer

comes round, and that which is more precious

than business. And do this by common con-

sent and approval. For Ave do not command,
we exhort ; and we would receive something

of you for your own profit, and the common
security of you both. And in one word.

o 1 Sam. i. 10. P Ecclus. xxxii. 3. y John ii. i-ii.
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there is no state of life and no occupation to

which Baptism is not profitable. You who
are a free man," be curbed by it

;
you who

are in slavery, be made of equal rank
;
you

who are in grief, receive comfort ; let the

gladsome be disciplined ; the poor receive

riches that cannot be taken away ; the rich

be made capable of being good stewards of

their possessions. Do not play tricks or lay

plots against your own salvation. For even

if we can delude others we cannot delude

ourselves. And so to play against oneself is

very dangerous and foolish.

XIX. But you have to live in the midst of

public affairs, and are stained by them ; and it

would be a terrible thing to waste this mercy.

The answer is simple. Flee, if you can, even

from the forum, along with the good company,

making yourself the wings of an eagle, or, to

si)eak more suitably, of a dove ... for

what have you to do with Caesar or the things

of Caesar ? . . . until you can rest where

there is no sin, and no blackening, and no
biting snake in the way to hinder your godly

steps. Snatch your soul away from the world
;

flee from Sodom ; flee from the burning

;

travel on without turning back, lest you

should be fixed as a pillar of salt. ^ Escape to

the Mountain lest you be destroyed with the

plain. But if you are already bound and

constrained by the chain of necessity, reason

thus with yourself; or rather let me reason

thus with you. It is better both to attain the

good and to keep the purification. But if it

be impossible to do both it is surely better to

be a little stained with your public affairs than

to fall altogether short of grace
;
just as I think

it better to imdergo a slight punishment from

father or master than to be put out of doors
;

and to be a little beamed upon than to be left

in total darkness. And it is the part of wise

men to choose, as in good things the greater

and more perfect, so in evils the lesser and

lighter. Wherefore do not overmuch dread

the purification. For our success is always

judged by comparison with our place in life

by our just and merciful Judge ; and often one

who is in public life and has had small success

has had a greater reward than one who in the

enjoyment of liberty has not completely suc-

ceeded ; as I think it more marvellous for a

man to advance a little in fetters, than for one

to run who is not carrying any weight ; or to

be only a little spattered in walking through

mud, than to be perfectly clean when the road

is clean. To give you a proof of what I have

a iv i(ov<Titt cvidciUly means Tui juris—yoiu own muster.

p Gen, xix. 26.

said :—Rahab the harlot was justified by one

thing alone, her hospitality," though she re-

ceives no praise for the rest of her conduct
;

and the Publican was exalted by one thing,

his humility,^ though he received no testimony

for anything else ; so that you may learn not

easily to despair concerning yourself.

XX. But some will say, What shall I gain,

if, when I am preoccupied by baptism, and have

cut off myself by my haste from the pleasures

of life, when it was in my power to give the

reins to pleasure, and then to obtain grace?

For the labourers in the vineyard who had
worked the longest time gained nothing there-

by, for equal wages were given to the very

last.v You have delivered me from some
trouble, whoever you are who say this, be-

cause you have at last with much difficulty

told the secret of your delay ; and though I

cannot applaud your shiftiness, I do applaud

your confession. But come hither and listen

to the interpretation of the parable, that you
may not be injured by Scripture for want of

information. First of all, there is no question

here of baptism, but of those w^ho believe at

different times and enter the good vineyard

of the Church. For from the day and hour

at which each believed, from that day and
hour he is required to work. And then, al-

though they who entered first contributed

more to the measure of the labour yet they

did not contribute more to the measure of the

purpose ; nay perhaps even more was due to

the last in respect of this, though the statement

may seem paradoxical. For the cause of their

later entrance was their later call to the Avork

of the vineyard. In all other respects let us

see how different they are. The first did not

believe or enter till they had agreed on their

hire ; but the others came forward to do the

work without an agreement, which is a proof

of greater faith. And the first were found to

be of an envious and murmuring nature, but

no such charge is brought against the others.

And to the first, that which was given was
wages, though they were worthless fellows ; to

the last it was the free gift. So that the first

were convicted of folly, and with reason de-

prived of the greater reward. Let us see what
would have happened to them if they had been

late. Why, the equal pay, evidently. How
then can they blame the employer as unjust

because of their equality ? For all these things

take away the merit of their labour from the

first, although they were at work first ; and
therefore it turns out that the distribution of

a Josh. vi. 25 ; James ii. 25.

y Nhitt. XX, I sq.

/3 Luke xviii. 14.
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equal pay was just, if you measure the good
will against the labour.

XXI. But supposing that the Parable does

sketch the power of the font according to your

interpretation, what would prevent you, if you

entered first, ajid bore the heat, from avoiding

envy of the last, that by this very lovingkind-

ness you might obtain more, and recei\e the

reward, not as of grace but as of debt? And
next, the workmen who receive the wages are

those who have entered, not those who have

missed, the vineyard ; which last is like to be

your case. So that if it were certain that you
would obtain the Gift, though you are of such

a mind, and maliciously keep back some of

the labour, you might be forgiven for taking

refuge in such arguments, and desiring to

make unlawful gain out of the kindness of the

master ; though I might assure you that the

very fact of being able to labour is a greater

reward to any who is not altogether of a huck-
stering mind. But since there is a risk of

your being altogether shut out of the vineyard
through your bargaining, and losing the capit-

al through stopping to pick up little gains,

do let yourselves be persuaded by my words
to forsake the false interpretations and contra-

dictions, and to come forward without arguing

to receive the Gift, lest you should be snatched
away before you realize your hopes, and
should find out that it was to your own loss

that you devised these sophistries.

XXII. But then, you say, is not God merci-

ful, and since He knows our thoughts and
searches out our desires, will He not take the

desire of Baptism instead of Baptism ? You are

speaking in riddles, if what you mean is that

because of God's mercy the unenlightened is

enlightened in His sight ; and he is within the

kingdom of heaven who merely desires to at-

tain to it, but refrains from doing that which
pertains to the kingdom. I will, however,

speak out boldly my opinion on these matters
;

and I think that all other sensible men will

range themselves on my side. Of those who
have received the gift, some were altogether

alien from God and from salvation, both ad-

dicted to all manner of sin, and desirous to be
bad ; others were semivicious, and in a kind
of mean state between good and bad ; others

again, while they did that which was evil, yet

did not approve their own action, just as men
in a fever are not pleased with their own sick-

ness. And others even before they were il-

luminated were worthy of praise
;

partly by
nature, and partly by the care with which
they prei)ared themselves for Baptism. These
after their initiation became evidently better.

and less liable to fall ; in the one case with a

view to procuring good, and in the other in

order to preserve it. And amongst these,

those who gave in to some evil are better

tlian those who were altogether bad ; and
better still than those who yielded a little, are

those who were more zealous, and broke up
their fallow ground before Baptism ; they
have the advantage over the others of having
already laboured ; for the font does not do
away with good deeds as it does with sins.

But better even than these are they who are

also cultivating the Gift, and are polishing

themselves to the utmost possible beauty.

XXII 1. And so also in those who fail to re-

ceive the Gift, some are altogether animal or

bestial, according as they are either foolish or

wicked ; and this, I think, has to be added to

their other sins, that they have no reverence at

all for this Gift, but look upon it as a mere gift

—to be acquiesced in if given them, and if

not given them, then to be neglected. Others
know and honour the Gift, but put it off;

some through laziness, some through greedi-

ness. Others are not in a position to receive

it, perhaps on account of infancy," or some
perfectly involuntary circumstance through
Avhich they are prevented from receiving it,

even if they wish. As then in the former case

we found much difference, so too in this.

They who altogether despise it are worse than
they who neglect it through greed or care-

lessness. These are worse than they who
have lost the Gift through ignorance or tyran-

ny, for tyranny is nothing but an involuntary
error. ^ And I think that the first will have
to suffer punishment, as for all their sins, so

for their contempt of baptism ; and that the

second will also have to suffer, but less, be-

cause it was not so much through wickedness
as through folly that they wrought their fail-

ure ; and that the third will be neither glori-

fied nor punished by the righteous Judge, as

unsealed and yet not wicked, but persons wlio

have suffered rather than done wrong. For
not every one who is not bad enough to be
punished is good enough to be honoured

;

just as not every one who is not good enough
to be honoured is bad enough to be punished.

And I look upon it as well from another

point of view. If you judge the murderously

disposed man by his will alone, apart from the

a That S. Gregory did not reject infant IJaptism is clear, from
the directions piven later on in this Oration (c. xxviii ; and of. c.

xvii. s. fin.), lie is here referring simply to the inability of infants

to bring tliemsclves to the font wlicreby through the mistaken
scruples of parents many must have died luibaptizcd.

j8 I.e., The sins which are due altogether to external tyranny
do not involve guilt, inasmuch as they arc involuntary, whereas
the guilt of bin is in the will.

C C 2
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act of murder, then you may reckon as bap-

tized him who desired baptism apart from the

reception of baptism. But if you cannot do
the one how can you do the other ? I cannot

see it. Or, if you Hke, we will put it thus :

—

If desire in your opinion has equal power
with actual baptism, then judge in the same
way in regard to glory, and you may be con-

tent with longing for it, as if that were itself

glory. And what harm is done you by your

not attaining the actual glory, as long as you
have the desire for it ?

XXIV. Therefore since you have heard these

words, come forward to it, and be enlightened,

and your faces shall not be ashamed" through

missing the Grace. Receive then the En-
lightenment in due season, that darkness pur-

sue you not, and catch you, and sever you
from the Illumining. The night cometh
when no man can work^ after our departure

hence. The one is the voice of David, the

other of the True Light which lighteth

every man that cometh into the world. v And
consider how Solomon reproves you who are

too idle or lethargic, saying, How long wilt

thou sleep, O sluggard,* and when wilt thou

arise out of thy sleep ? You rely upon this or

that, and " pretend pretences in sins ;" * I am
waiting for Epiphany ; I prefer Easter ; I will

wait for Pentecost.^ It is better to be bap-

tized with Christ, to rise with Christ on the

Day of His Resurrection,'' to honour the Man-
ifestation of the Spirit. And what then ?

The end will come suddenly in a day for

which thou lookest not, and in an hour that

thou art not aware of; and then you will have

for a companion lack of grace ; and you will

be famished in the midst of all those riches of

goodness, though you ought to reap the oppos-

ite fruit from the opposite course, a harv-

est by diligence, and refreshment from the

font, like the thirsty hart ^ that runs in haste

to the spring, and quenches the labour of his

race by water ; and not to be in Ishmael's

a Ps. xxxiv. 5. /5 John xii. 35. y lb. i. 4. S Prov. vi. 9. e Ps. cxli. 4.

fThe Festivals of Easter and Pentecost were set apart as
early as the Second Century for the solemn administration of Holy
Baptism ; and S. Siricius l!ishop of Rome about the time of

S. Gregory of Nazianzus, states that all the Churches agreed in

keeping these exclusively. But this is a mistake (though Van Es-
pen says (II., c. i., tit. 2, c. 4) that S. Siricius acknowledges the
existence of the different custom, but condemns it, and gives refer-

ence to ad. Himerum Tarraconensem, c. 2), for there is evidence
that in many Churches the Epiphany also was thus observed, and
in some Christmas also, liut Tertullian (De B.apt.) says that no
time is unsuitable. In the Western Church, however. Papal de-
crees, Conciliar Canons, and Imperial Capitularies from the Vlth
to the Xlllth. Centuries aboimd, limiting the administration, ex-

cept in cases of sickness, to the two seasons of Easter and Pente-
cost, on the Vigils of which it is still provided for in the Missals.
No doubt it was felt to be a very useful limitation, when most per-

sons who were presented for Baptism were adults, and required
preparation. Wlum this ceased to be the case the rule gradually
became ob-.oleti;, and has long ceased to be observed.

t) Matt. xxiv. 50. I's. xlii. i.

case, dried up for want of water,* or as the

fable has it, puni.shed by thirst in the midst
of a spring. P It is a sad thing to let the

market day go by and then to seek for

work. It is a sad thing to let the Manna
pass and then to long for food. It is a sad

thing to take a counsel too late, and to be-

come sensible of the loss only when it is im-

possible to repair it ; that is, after our depart-

ure hence, and the bitter closing of the acts

of each man's life, and the punishment of sin-

ners, and the glory of the purified. There-
fore do not delay in coming to grace, but
hasten, lest the robber outstrip you, lest the

adulterer pass you by, lest the insatiate be sat-

isfied before you, lest the murderer seize the

blessing first, or the publican or the fornicator,

or any of these violent ones who take the King-
dom of heaven by force. v For it suffers vio-

lence willingly, and is tyrannized over through
goodness.

XXV. Take my advice, my friend, and be
slow to do evil, but swift to your salvation

;

for readiness to evil and tardiness to good are

equally bad. If you are invited to a revel, be
not swift to go ; if to apostasy, leap away ; if

a company of evildoers say to you, " Come
with us, share our bloodguiltiness, let us hide

in the earth a righteous man unjustly," * do
not lend them even your ears. Thus you will

make two very great gains
;
you will make

known to the other his sin, and you will

deliver yourself from evil company. But
if David the Great say unto you. Come
and let us rejoice in the Lord ;

« or another

Prophet, Come and let us ascend into the

Mountain of the Lord ; ^ or our Saviour Him-
self, Come unto me all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest;""

or, Arise, let us go hence, shining brightly,

glittering above snow, whiter than milk,^

shining above the sapphire stone ; let us

not resist or delay. Let us be like Peter and
John, and let us hasten ; " as they did to the

Sepulchre and the Resurrection, so we to the

Font ; running together, racing against each

other, striving to be first to obtain this Bless-

ing. And say not, " Go away, and come
again, and tomorrow I will be baptized,"*

when you may have the blessing today. "I

a Gen. xix. 15. sqq

P The allusion is to the well known story of Tantalus,' whose
punishment in hell was said to be that, being tormented with hus-

ger and thirst, he was condemned to stand for ever in water up to

his lips, but to be unable to drink, and to have a tree laden with

luscious fruit within easy reach, but to be unable to gather of it.

y Matt. xi. 12. 6 Prov. i. ti. « Ps. .\cv. i.

SMic. iv. 2. >) Matt. xi. 28.

The A. v. is here used, as more accurate than the LXX.
The passage is quoted freely from Lam, iv. 7.

K John x.\. 3. A Prov. iii. 28.
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will have with me father, mother, brothers,

wife, children, friends, and all whom I value,

and then I will be saved ; but it is not yet

the fitting time for me to be made bright
;"

for if you say so, there is reason to fear lest

you should have as sharers of your sorrow

those whom you hoped to have as sharers of

your joy. If they will be with you, well ;

—

but do not wait for them. For it is base

to say, " But where is my offering for my
baptism, and where is my baptismal robe, in

which I shall be made bright, and where
is what is wanted for the entertainment of my
baptizers, that in these too I may become
worthy of notice ? For, as you see, all these

things are necessary, and on account of this

the Grace will be lessened." Do not thus

trifle with great things, or allow yourself

to think so basely. The Sacrament is greater

than the visible environment. Offer your-

self; clothe yourself with Christ, feast me
with your conduct ; I rejoice to be thus

affectionately treated, and God Who gives

these great gifts rejoices thus. Nothing is

great in the sight of God, but what the poor
may give, so that the poor may not here also

be outrun, for they cannot contend with

the rich. In other matters there is a dis-

tinction between poor and rich, but here the

more willing is the richer.

XXVI. Let nothing hinder you from going

on, nor draw you away from your readiness.

While your desire is still vehement, seize upon
that which you desire. While the iron is hot,

let it be tempered by the cold water, lest any-

thing should happen in the interval, and put

an end to your desire. I am Philip ; do you
be Candace's Eunuch." Do you also say,

" See, here is water, what doth hinder me
to be baptized?" Seize the opportunity;

rejoice greatly in the blessing; and having
spoken be baptized ; and having been bap-

tized be saved ; and though you be an Ethi-

opian body, be made white in soul. Do not

say, "A Bishop shall baptize me,—and he

a Metropolitan,—and he of Jerusalem (for the

Grace does not come of a place, but of the

Spirit),—and he of noble birth, for it would
be a sad thing for my nobility to be insulted

by being baptized by a man of no family."

Do not say, " I do not mind a mere Priest, if

he is a celibate, and a religious, and of an-

gelic life ; for it would be a sad thing for mc
to be defiled even in the moment of my cleans-

ing." Do not ask for credentials of the

preacher or the baptizer. For another is his

« Acts viii. 3C,

judge," and the examiner of what thou canst

not see. For man lookcth on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.

But to thee let every one be trustworthy for

purification, so only he is one of those who
have been approved, not of those who are

openly condemned, and not a stranger to the

Church. Do not judge your judges, you who
need healing ; and do not make nice distinc-

tions about the rank of those who shall cleanse

you, or be critical about your spiritual fathers.

One may be higher or lower than another, but
all are higher than you. Look at it this way.
One may be golden, another iron, but both
are rings and have engraved on them the

same royal image ; and thus when they im-
press the wax, what difference is there be-

tween the seal of the one and that of the

other ? None. Detect the material in the

wax, if you are so very clever. Tell me
which is the impression of the iron ring,

and which of the golden. And how do they
come to be one? The difference is in the

material and not in the seal. And so anyone
can be your baptizer ; for though one may
excel another in his life, yet the grace of

baptism is the same, and any one may be
your consecrator who is formed in the same
faith.

XXVII. Do not disdain to be baptized with
a poor man, if you are rich ; or if you are noble,

with one who is lowborn ; or if you are a mas-
ter, with one who is up to the present time your
slave. Not even so will you be humbling your-

self as Christ, unto Whom you are baptized to-

day. Who for your sake took upon Himselfeven
the form of a slave. From the day of your
new birth all the old marks were effaced, and
Christ was put upon all in one form. Do not

disdain to confess your sins, knowing how
John baptized, that by present shame you may
escape from future shame (for this too is a
part of the future punishment) ; and prove
that you really hate sin by making a shew of

it openly, and triumphing over it as worthy
of contempt. Do not reject the medicine of

exorcism, nor refuse it because of its length.

This too is a touchstone of your right disposi-

tion for grace. What labour have you to do
compared with that of the Queen of Ethiopia,^

who arose and came from the utmost part of

the earth to see the wisdom of Solomon ? And
behold a Greater than Solomon is here v in the

judgment of those who reason maturely. Do
not hesitate either at length of journey, or

distance by sea; or fire, if this too lies before

o I Sam. xvi. 7. /3 I Kgs. X. I. y Matt. xii. 42,
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you ; or of any other, small or great, of the

hindrances that you may attain to the gift.

But if without any labour and trouble at all

you may obtain that which you desire, what
folly it is to put off the gift :

" Ho, every one

that thirsteth, come ye to the waters," °- Esaias

invites you, ''and he that hath no money,
come buy wine and milk, without money and
without price." O swiftness of His mercy:

O easiness of the Covenant : This blessing

may be bought by you merely for willing it

;

He accepts the very desire as a great price

;

He thirsts to be thirsted for; He gives to

drink to all who desire to drink ; He takes it

as a kindness to be asked for the kindness ; He
is ready and liberal ; He gives with more plea-

sure than others receive.^ Only let us not be

condemned for frivolity by asking for little,

and for what is unworthy of the Giver.

Blessed is he from whom Jesus asks drink, as

He did from that Samaritan woman, and
gives a well of water springing up unto eter-

nal life.v Blessed is he that soweth beside all

waters, and upon every soul, tomorrow to be

ploughed and watered, which today the ox
and the ass tread, while it is dry and without

water,* and oppressed with unreason. And
blessed is he who, though he be a " valley of

rushes,"* is watered out of the House of the

Lord ; for he is made fruitbearing instead of

rushbearing, and produces that which is for

the food of man, not that which is rough and

unprofitable. And for the sake of this we
must be very careful not to miss the Grace.

XXVIII. Be it so, some will say, in the case

of those who ask for Baptism ; what have you

to say about those who are still children, and

conscious neither of the loss nor of the grace ?

Are we to baptize them too ? Certainly, if

any danger presses. For it is better that they

should be unconsciously sanctified than that

they should depart unsealed and uninitiated.

A proof of this is found in the Circumcision

on the eighth day, which was a sort of typical

seal, and was conferred on children iDefore

they had the use of reason. And so is the

anointing of the doorposts,^ which preserved

the firstborn, though applied to things which

had no consciousness. But in respect of

others'' I give my advice to wait till the end

of the third year, or a little more or less, when
they may be able to listen and to answer some-

thing about the Sacrament ; that, even though

they do not perfectly understand it, yet at any

o Isa. Iv. I. /3 Acts XX. 35. v Jo'"' iv. 7. 8 Isa. xxxii. 20.

€ Joel iii. 18; 'J'lic Hebrew word rendered "rushes" by tlie

LXX. is in our Hebrew text Shittim—acacia trees.

i Kxod. xii, 22, 7) i.e. when there is no danger,

rate they may know the outlines ; and then to

sanctify them in soul and body with the great

sacrament of our consecration. For this is

how the matter stands ; at that time they be-

gin to be responsible for. their lives, when rea-

son is matured, and they learn the mystery of

life (for of sins of ignorance owing to their

tender years they have no account to give),

and it is far more profitable on all accounts to

be fortified by the Font, because of the sud-

den assaults of danger that befall us, stronger

than our helpers.

XXIX. But, one says, Christ was thirty

years old when He was baptized,** and that al-

though He was God ; and do you bid us hurry
our Baptism ?—You have solved the difficulty

when you say He was God. For He was abso-

lute cleansing ; He had no need of cleansing
;

but it was for you that He was purified, just as it

was for you that, though He had not flesh, yet

He is clothed with flesh. Nor was there any
danger to Him from putting off" Baptism, for

He had the ordering of His own Passion as of

His own Birth. But in your case the danger
is to no small interests, if you were to depart

after a birth to corruption alone, and without

being clothed with incorruption. And there is

this further point for me to consider, that that

particular time of baptism was a necessity for

Him, but your case is not the same. He
manifested Himself in the thirtieth year after

His birth and not before ; first, in order that

He might not appear ostentatious, which is

a condition belonging to vulgar minds ; and
next, because that age tests virtue thoroughly,

and is the right time to teach. And since it

was needful for Him to undergo the passion

which saves the world, it was needful also

that all things which belong to the passion

should fit into the passion ; the Manifestation,

the Baptism, the Witness from Heaven, the

Proclamation, the concourse of the multitude,

the Miracles ; and that they should be as it

were one body, not torn asunder, nor broken

apart by intervals. For out of the Baptism

and Proclamation arose that earthquake of

people coming together,^ for so Scripture

calls that time ;v and out of the multitude arose

the shewing of the signs and the miracles that

lead up to the Gospel. And out of these came
the jealousy, and from this the hatred, and out

of the hatred the circumstance of the plot

against Him, and the betrayal ; and out of

these the Cross, and the other events by which
our Salvation has been effected. Such are the

a Luke iii. 23.

/3
" All the City was moved." A. V., lit. "shaken as by earth*

quake." y Matt. xxi. 10,
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reasons in the case of Christ" so far as we can

attain to them. And perhaps another more
secret reason might be found.

XXX. But for you, what necessity is there

that by following the examples which are far

above you, you should do a thing so ill-advised

for yourself? For there are many other details

of the Gospel History which are quite differ-

ent to what happens nowadays, and the seasons

of which do not correspond. For instance

Christ fasted a Httle before His temptation,

we before Easter. As far as the fasting days

are concerned it is the same,^ but the differ-

ence in the seasons is no little one. He
armed Himself with them against temptation

;

but to us this fast is symbolical of dying with

Christ, and it is a purification in preparation

for the festival. And He fasted absolutely

for forty days, for He Avas God ; but we
measure our fasting by our power, even though

some are led by zeal to rush beyond their

strength. Again, He gave the Sacrament of

the Passover to His Disciples in an upper

chamber, and after supper, and one day
before He suffered ; but we celebrate it in

Houses of Prayer, and before food,"** and after

His resurrection. He rose again the third

day ; our resurrection is not till after a long

time. But matters which have to do with

Him are neither abruptly separated from us,

nor yet yoked together with those which con-

cern us in point of time ; but they were handed
down to us just so far as to be patterns of what
we should do, and then they carefully avoided

an entire and exact resemblance.

XXXI. If then you will listen to me, you
will bid a long farewell to all such arguments,

and you will jump at this Blessing, and begin

to struggle in a twofold conflict ; first, to pre-

pare yourself for baptism by purifying your-

self; and next, to preserve the baptismal gift

;

for it is a matter of equal difficulty to obtain a

blessing which we have not, and to keep it

when we have gained it. For often what zeal

has acquired sloth has destroyed ; and what
hesitation has lost diligence has regained. A
great assistance to the attainment of what you
desire are vigils, fasts, sleeping on the ground,

prayers, tears, pity of and almsgiving to those

who are in need. And let these be your

thanksgiving for what you have received, and

a i.e., the reasons why He was not baptized till He was thirty.

P Here is an indication that the Korty Days of Lent were a
well known observance in S. Gregory's time. At the Council of

Nicaa this period was taken for granted. 'J'he (ireat Fast of the

Eastern Church begins on the Monday after the Sunday cor-

responding to our (juinquagcsima, and the Fast is kept to some
extent even on Sunday.

y Note the rule of Fasting Communion here recognized as
universal.

at the same time your safeguard of them.

You have the benefit to remind you of many
commandments ; so do not transgress them.

Does a poor man approach you ? Remember
how poor you once were, and how rich you
were made. One in want of bread or of

drink, perhaps another Lazarus," is cast at

your gate ; respect the Sacramental Table to

which you have approached, the Bread of

Which you have partaken, the Cup in Which
you have communicated,^ being consecrated

by the Sufi"erings of Christ. If a stranger

fall at your feet, homeless and a foreigner,

welcome in him Him who for your sake was
a stranger, and that among His own,v and
who came to dwell in you by His grace, and
who drew you towards the heavenly dwelling

place. Be a Zaccheus, * who yesterday was a

Publican, and is to-day of liberal soul ; offer

all to the coming in of Christ, that though
small in bodily stature you may show yourself

great, nobly contemplating Christ. A sick

or a wounded man lies before you ; respect

your own health, and the wounds from which
Christ delivered you. If you see one naked
clothe him, in honour of your own garment
of incorruption, which is Christ, for as many
as were baptized into Christ have put on
Christ.* If you find a debtor falling at your
feet,^ tear up every document, whether just or

unjust. Remember the ten thousand talents

which Christ forgave you, and be not a harsh

exactor of a smaller debt—and that from
whom ? From your fellow servant, you who
were forgiven so much more by the Master.

Otherwise you will have to give satisfaction

to His mercy, which you would not imitate

and take as your copy.

XXXII. Let the laver be not for your body
only, but also for the image of God in you ; not

merely a washing away of sins in you, but

also a correction of your temper ; let it not

only wash away the old filth, but let it purify

the fountainhead. Let it not only move you
to honourable acquisition, but let it teach you
also honourably to lose possession ; or, which
is more easy, to make restitution of what you
have wrongfully acquired. For what profit

is it that your sin should have been forgiven

you, but the loss which you have inflicted

should not be repaired to him whom you have

injured? Two sins are on your conscience,

the one that you made a dishonest gain, the

a T.uke xvi. 19 sq.

/3 Note that this allusion implies that Communion in both Kinds
was given separately, as in the Anglican Cluirch, not by intinction,

as in the present Orthodox Eastern Church.

y John i. ii. 6 Luke xix. i sq.

« Calat. iii. 37. i Matt, xviii, 33, SiQ,
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other that you retained the gains; you re-

ceived forgiveness for the one, but in respect

of tlie other you are still in sin, for you have

still possession of what belongs to another

;

and your sin has not been put to an end, but

only divided by the time which has elapsed.

Part of it was perpetrated before your Bap-

tism, but part remains after your Baptism
;

for Baptism carries forgiveness of Past, not of

Present sins ; and its purification must not be

played with, but be genuinely impressed upon
you

;
you must be made perfectly bright, and

not be merely coloured ;
you must receive the

gift, not of a mere covering of your sins, but

of a taking them clean away. Blessed are

they whose iniquities are forgiven* .

this is done by the complete cleansing . . .

and whose sins are hidden . . . this

belongs to those who are not yet healed in

their deepest soul. Blessed is the man to

whom the Lord will not impute sin.

This is a third class of sinners, whose actions

are not praiseworthy, but who are innocent

of intention,

XXXIII, What say I then, and what is my
argument ? Yesterday you were a Canaanite

soul bent together ^ by sin ; today you have

been made straight by the Word. Do not be

bent again, and condemned to the earth, as if

weighed down by the Devil with a wooden
collar, nor get an incurable curvature. Yes-

terday you were being dried upv by an abun-

dant haemorrhage, for you were pouring out

crimson sin ; today stanched and flourishing

again, for you have touched the hem of Christ

and your issue has been stayed. Guard, I

pray you, the cleansing lest you should again

have a haemorrhage, and not be able to lay

hold of Christ to steal salvation ; for Christ

does not like to be stolen from often, though

He is very merciful. Yesterday you were

flung upon a bed, exhausted and paralyzed,

and you had no one when the water should

be troubled to put you into the pool.^ To-
day you have Him Who is in one Person Man
and God, or rather God and Man. You
were raised up from your bed, or rather you
took up your bed, and publicly acknowledged
the benefit. Do not again be thrown upon
your bed by sinning, in the evil rest of a

body paralyzed by its pleasures. But as you
now are, so walk, mindful of the command,*
Behold thou art made whole ; sin no more
lest a worse thing happen unto thee if thou

prove thyself bad after the blessing thou hast

a I's. xxxii. i.

|3 Luke xiii. ii, which S. Gregory has apparently nii.\cd with a
recollection of Matt, xv. 21.

y Matt, ix, so, fi John v> i, &c. c lb. v. 14,

received. You have heard the loud voice,

Lazarus, come forth, <* as you lay in the tomb

;

not, however, after four days, but after many
days; and you were loosed from the bonds
of your graveclothes. Do not again become
dead, nor live with those who dwell in the

tombs ; ^ nor bind yourself with the bonds of

your own sins ; t for it is uncertain whether
you will rise again from the tomb till the last

and universal resurrection, which will bring

every work into judgment,* not to be healed,

but to be judged, and to give account of all

which for good or evil it has treasured up.

XXXIV. If you were full of leprosy, that

shapeless evil, yet you scraped off the evil mat-
ter, and received again the Image whole.

Shew your cleansing to me your Priest, that I

may recognize how much more precious it is

than the legal one. Do not range yourself with

the nine unthankful men, but imitate the tenth.

«

For although he was a Samaritan, yet he was
of better mind than the others. Make cer-

tain that you will not break out again with

evil ulcers, and find the indisposition of your

body hard to heal. Yesterday meanness and
avarice were withering your hand ; to-day let

liberality and kindness stretch it out.^ It is a

noble cure for a weak hand to disperse abroad,

to give to the poor,'' to pour out the things

which we possess abundantly, till we reach

the very bottom ; and perhaps this will gush
forth food for you, as for the woman of Sa-

repta,^ and especially if you happen to be feed-

ing an Elias, to recognize that it is a good
abundance to be needy for the sake of Christ,

Who for our sakes became poor. If you were
deaf and dumb, let the Word sound * in your
ears, or rather keep there Him Who hath

sounded. Do not shut your ears to the In-

struction of the Lord, and to His Counsel,

like the adder to charms,'^ If you are blind

and unenlightened, lighten your eyes that

you sleep not in death.'' In God's Light see

light," and in the Spirit of God be enlightened

by the Son, That Threefold and Undivided
Light. If you receive all the Word, you will

bring therewith upon your own soul all the

healing powers of Christ, with which separate-

ly these individuals were healed. Only be not

ignorant of the measure of grace ; only let not

the enemy, while you sleep, maliciously sow
tares. ^ Only take care that as by your cleans-

ing you have become an object of enmity to

the Evil One, you do not again make yourself

o John xi.
4
J. /3 Mark v. 3. y Ps. Ixviii. 9 5 Ecclcs. xii, 14.

« Luke xvii. t2, &c. ^Ib. vi. 6. >) Ps. cxii. 9.

6 I Kcs. xvii. 8, &c. K Mark vii, 32, A Ps. Iviii. 4, 5.

y. lb. xiii. 3. v lb. xxxvi. 9. £ Matt. xiii. 35,
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cleansing,

Again

an object of pity by sin. Only be careful

lest, while rejoicing and lifted up above meas-

ure by the blessing, you fall again through

pride. Only be diligent as to your cleansing,

"setting ascensions in your heart,"" and keep

with all diligence the remission which you
have received as a gift, in order that, while

the remission comes from God, the preserva-

tion of it may come from yourself also.

XXXV. How shall this be ? Remember al-

ways the parable,^ and so will you best and most
perfectly help yourself. The unclean and
malignant spirit is gone out of you, being

chased by baptism. He will not submit to the

expulsion, he will not resign himself to be

houseless and homeless : He goes through

waterless places, dry of the Divine Stream, and
there he desires to abide. He wanders, seeking

rest ; he finds none. He lights on baptized

souls, whose sins the font has washed away.

He fears the water ; he is choked with the

as the Legion were in the sea.v

he returns to the house whence he
came out. He is shameless, he is contentious,

he makes a fresh assault upon it, he makes a

new attempt. If he finds that Christ has

taken up His abode there, and has filled the

place which he had vacated, he is driven back
again, and goes off without success and is

become an object of pity in his wandering
state. But if he finds in you a place, swept

and garnished indeed, but empty and idle,

equally ready to take in this or that which
shall first occupy it, he makes a leap into it,

he takes up his abode there with a larger

train ; and the last state is worse than the

first, inasmuch as then there was a hope of

amendment and safety, but now the evil is

rampant, and drags in sin by its flight from
good, and therefore the possession is more se-

cure to him who dwells there.

XXXVI. I will remind you again about Il-

luminations, and that often, and will reckon
them up from Holy Scripture. For I myself
shall be happier for remembering them (for

what is sweeter than light to those who have
tasted light?) and I will dazzle you with my
words. There is sprung up a light for the right-

eous, and its partner joyful gladness.* And,
The light of the righteous is everlasting ; « and
Thou art shining wondrously from the everlast-

aPs. Ixxxiv. 6. .So LXX. .ind Vulgate. Various interpreta-
tions are given of the.e .Steps, but they differ only oy indicating
different virtues and good works as especially intended, and may
weil be summed up under the three heads of the purgative, il-

luminative, and unitive ways of salvation. A man can set in his
heart such a " going up " by the co-operation of grace and free
will.—Nkale & LlTTLEDALE in Pss. .^ Luke xi. 24.

y Mark v. 13. fiPs. xcvii. 11. « Prov. xiii. g.

ing mountains, is said to God, I think of the

Angelic powers which aid our efforts after good.

And you have heard David's words ; The
Lord is my Light and my Salvation, whom
then shall I fear ? * And now he asks that the

Light and the Trtith may be sent forth for

him,^ now giving thanks that he has a share

in it, in tliat the Light of God is marked upon
him ;

v that is, that the signs of the illumina-

tion given are impressed upon him and recog-

nized. One light alone let us shun—that

which is the offspring of the baleful fire ; let

us not walk in the light of our fire,* and in the

flame which we have kindled. For I know a

cleansing fire which Christ came to send upon
the earth, ^ and He Himself is anagogically ^

called a Fire. This Fire takes away whatso-

ever is material and of evil habit ; and this

He desires to kindle with all speed, for He
longs for speed in doing us good, since He
gives us even coals of fire to help us.** I know
also a fire which is not cleansing, but aveng-

ing ; either that fire of Sodom ^ which He pours

down on all sinners," mingled with brimstone

and storms, or that which is prepared for the

Devil and his Angels^ or that which proceeds

from the face of the Lord, and shall burn up
his enemies round about ; ** and one even more
fearful still than these, the unquenchable fire

"

Avhich is ranged with the worm that dieth not

but is eternal for the wicked. For all these

belong to the destroying power ; though some
may prefer even in this place to take a more
merciful view f of this fire, worthily of Him
That chastises.

XXXVII. And as I know of two kinds of

fire, so also do I of light. The one is the light

of our ruling power directing our steps accord-

ing to the will of God ; the other is a deceitful

and meddling one, quite contrary to the true

light, though pretending to be that light,

that it may cheat us by its appearance. This

really is darkness, yet has the appearance of

noonday, the high perfection of light. And
so I read that passage of those who continually

flee in darkness at noonday ;
<* for this is really

night, and yet is thought to be bright light

by those who have been ruined by luxury.

For what saith David? " Night was around
me and I knew it not, for I thought that my

a Ps. Ixxvi. 4. ^ lb. xliii. 3. y lb. iv. 7.

5 Isa. 1. II. i Luke xii. 49.
^Anagoge is one of the three methods of mystical interpreta-

tion, according to the distich,

Littera scripta docet : Quid credas allcgoria :

Quid spcres anagoge; Quid agas tropoTogia.

T) cf. Isa. xlvii. 14, LXX. OGen. xix. 24. x Ps, xi. 6.

X Matt. XXV. 41. ju Ps. xcvii. 3. vMark ix. 44, &c.

f i.e. 'I'o view the Fire there spoken of as Temporal punish-
ment, with a purpose of correcting and reforming the sinner. This
is not S. (jregory's own view of the meaning of the passage, though
he admits it to be tenable. o Isu. xvi. 3.
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luxury was enlightenment."" But such are

they, and in this condition ; liut let us kindle

for ourselves the light of knowledge.'' This

will be done by sowing unto righteousness,

and reaping the fruit of life, for action is the

patron of contemplation, that amongst other

things we may learn also what is the true light,

and what the false, and be saved from falling

imawares into evil wearing the guise of good.

Let us be made light, as it was said to the

disciples by the Great Light, ye are the

light of the world. V Let us be made lights

in the world, holding forth the Word of Life ;
^

that is, let us be made a quickening power to

others. Let us lay hold of the Godhead ; let

us lay hold of the First and Brightest Light.

Let us walk towards Him shining, before our

feet stumble upon dark and hostile mountains.*

While it is day let us walk honestly as in the

day, not in rioting and drunkenness, not in

chambering and wantonness,^ which are the

dishonesties of the night.

XXXVIII. Let us cleanse every member,
Brethren, let us purify every sense ; let nothing

in us be imperfect or of our first birth ; let us

leave nothing unilluminated. Let us enlighten

our eyes,'' that we may look straight on, and not

bear in ourselves any harlot idol through cu-

rious and busy sight; for even though we
might not worship lust, yet our soul would be

defiled. If there be beam or mote,^ let us

purge it away, that we may be able to see

those of others also. Let us be enlightened

in our ears; let us be enlightened in our

tongue, that we may hearken Avhat the Lord
God will speak," and that He may cause ^

us to hear His lovingkindness in the morning,

and that we may be made to hear of joy and
gladness,** spoken into godly ears, that we may
not be a sharp sword, nor a whetted razor," nor

turn under our tongue labour and toil,^ but

that we may speak the Wisdom of God in a

mystery, even the hidden Wisdom," reverenc-

ing the fiery tongues. '^ Let us be healed also

in the smell, that we be not effeminate ; and

be sprinkled with dust instead of sweet per-

fumes,p but may smell the Ointment that was

poured out for us,' spiritually receiving it ; and
so formed and transformed by it, that from us

too a sweet odour may be smelled. Let us

cleanse our touch, our taste, our throat, not

a A sU'an^c paraphrase of tlio last clause of Ps. cxxxix. ii, in

the LXX., "And I said, then the darkness shall swallow nie, and
night is enlightenment in my luxury."

/3 Thus LXX. in Hosea x. 12, where we read " Break up your
fallow ground." y Matt. v. 14. S Phil. ii. 15, 16.

ejcr. xlii. 16. f Rom. xiii, 13. tj Prov. iv, 25,

e Matt. vii. 2. K Ps. Ixxxv. 8. A lb. cxliii. 8. ft lb. Ii. 8.

V lb. Ivii. 4; lii, 2. f lb. X. 7. i Cor. ii. 7,

IT Acts ii. 3, p Isa. iii, 34, ; Cant. i. 3.

touching them over gently, nor delighting in

smooth things, but handling them as is worthy

of Him, the Word That was made flesh for

us ; and so far following the example of

Thomas," not pampering them with dainties

and sauces, tho.se brethren of a more baleful

pampering,^ but tasting and learning that the

Lord is good,Y with the better and abiding

taste; and not for a short while refreshing

that baneful and thankless dust, which lets

pass and does not hold that which is given to

it ; but delighting it with the words which
are sweeter than honey.*

XXXIX. And in addition to what has been
said, it is good with our head cleansed, as the

head which is the workshop of the senses is

cleansed, to hold fast the Head of Christ,*

from which the whole body is fitly joined to-

gether and compacted ; and to cast down our

sin that exalted itself, when it would exalt us

above our better part. It is good also for the

shoulder to be sanctified and purified that it may
be able to take up the Cross of Christ, which
not everyone can easily do. It is good for the

hands to be consecrated, and the feet ; the

one that they may in every place be lifted up

holy ;
^ and that they may lay hold of the dis-

cipline of Christ, lest the Lord at any time be

angered ; and that the Word may gain cre-

dence by action, as was the case with that

which was given in the hand of a prophet ;
®

the other, that they be not swift to shed blood,

nor to run to evil," but that they be prompt to

run to the Gospel and the Prized of the high

Calling, and to receive Christ Who washes

and cleanses them. And if there be also a

cleansing of that belly which receiveth and
digesteth the food of the Word, it were good
also ; not to make it a god by luxury and the

meat that perisheth,** but rather to give it all

possible cleansing, and to make it more
spare, that it may receive the Word of

God at the very heart, and grieve honourably

over the sins of Israel." I find also the heart

and inward parts deemed worthy of honour.

David convinces me of this, when he prays

that a clean heart may be created in him, and

a right spirit renewed in his inward parts ;
^

meaning, I think, the mind and its movements
or thoughts.

XL. And what of the loins, or reins, for we
must not pass these over? Let the purifica-

tion take hold of these also. Let our loins be

girded about and kept in check by conti-

a John XX. 28. ;8 Quia gula est parens immunditisE et luxurix.

•y Ps. xxxiv. S. fiPs. cxix. 103.

t Ephes. iv. 16. ( i Tim. ii. 8. /> Ps. ii. 12. Hag. i. i,

(c Mai. i. I sq. ; Prov. i. 16. A Phil. iii. 14-

ft John vi. 37. V Jer. iv. 19. { Ps. Ii. 10,
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nence, as the Law bade Israel of old when par-

taking of the Passover." For none comes out

of Egypt purely, or escapes the Destroyer,

except he who has disciplined these. And
let the reins be changed by that good conver-

sion by which they transfer all the affections

to God, so that they can say, Lord, all my
desire is before Thee,^ and the day of man
have I not desired ;

"^ for you must be a man of

desires,* but they must be those of the spirit.

For thus you would destroy the dragon that

carries the greater part of his strength upon
his navel and his loins,* by slaying the power
that comes to him from these. Do not be

surprised at my giving a more abundant hon-

our to our uncomely parts, ^ mortifying them
and making them chaste by my speech, and
standing up against the flesh. Let us give

to God all our members which are upon the

earth ;
i let us consecrate them all ; not the

lobe of the liver ^ or the kidneys with the

fat, nor some part of our bodies now this now
that (why should we despise the rest?); but

let us bring ourselves entire, let us be reason-

able holocausts," perfect sacrifices ; and let us

not make only the shoulder or the breast a

portion for the Priest to take away,^ for that

would be a small thing, but let us give our-

selves entire, that we may receive back our-

selves entire; for this is to receive entirely,

when we give ourselves to God and offer as a

sacrifice our own salvation.

XLI. Besides all this and before all, keep I

pray you the good deposit, by which I live and
work, and which I desire to have as the com-
panion of my departure ; with which I en-

dure all that is so distressful, and despise all

delights ; the confession of the Father and
the Son and the Holy Ghost. This I commit
unto you to-day; with this I will baptize you
and make you grow. This I give you to

share, and to defend all your life, the One
Godhead and Power, found in the Three in

Unity, and comprising the Three separately,

not unequal, in substances or natures, neither

increased nor diminished by superiorities or

inferiorities ; in every respect equal, in every

o Exod. xii. 11. /S Ps. xxxviii. g. y Job xvii. i6.

5 Dan. x. ii. t Job xxxix. i6. f i Cor. xii. 23. tj Col. ill 5.

6 Levit. iii. 4. The Mosaic Law ordered that the upper part of
the liver and the kidneys, together with the fat, should in cert.iin

sacrifices be consecrated to God ; signifying that anger (which
was intimated by the liver, which produces bile), and lust (signi-

fied by the kidneys and the fat) should especially be sacrificed to

God. Again Moses assigned the shoulder and the breast of some
sacrifices to the Priests, hinting obscurely at this, that we ought to

take care to offer our hearts to the Priests by confcssioo (for the
heart is signified by the breast which protects it) and also our ac-
tions, which are intended by the shoulder, that by the Priest they
may be presented to God. But the Apostle bids us mortify all our
members which are upon the earth, and offer ourselves entire as a
sacrifice to God, destroying with the sword of the Word of God all

our evil and corrupt affections.

—

Nicbtas.
K Rom. xii. i. K Levit. vii. 34.

respect the same
;

just as the beauty and the

greatness of the heavens is one ; the infinite

conjunction ofThree Infinite Ones, Each God
when considered in Himself; as the Father so

the Son, as the Son so tlie Holy Ghost ; the

Three One God when contemplated togctlier

;

Each God because Consubstantial ; One God
because of the Monarchia. No sooner do I

conceive of the One than I am illumined by
the Splendour of the Three ; no sooner do I

distinguish Them than I am carried back to

the One. "Wlien I think of any One of the

Three I think of Him as the AVhole, and my
eyes are filled, and the greater part of what I

am thinking of escapes me." I cannot grasp

the greatness of That One so as to attribute a

greater greatness to the Rest. When I con-

template the Three together, I see but one
torch, and cannot divide or measure out the

Undivided Light.

XLII. Do you fear to speak of Generation
lest you should attribute aught of passion to the

impassible God ? I on the other hand fear to

speak of Creation, lest I should destroy God
by the insult and the untrue division, either

cutting the Son away from the Father, or

from the Son the Substance of the Spirit.

For this paradox is involved, that not only is

a created Life foisted into the Godhead by
those who measure Godhead badly ; but even
this created life is divided against itself. For
as these low eartlily minds make the Son sub-

ject to the Father, so again is the rank of the

Spirit made inferior to that of the Son, until

both God and created life are insulted by the

new Theology. No, my friends, there is

nothing servile in the Trinity, nothing cre-

ated, nothing accidental, as I have heard one
of the wise ^ say. If I yet pleased men I

should not be the servant of Christ, says the

Apostle ;
v and if I yet worshipped a creature,

or were baptized into a creature, I should not

be made divine, nor have changed my first

birth. What shall I say to those who wor-

ship Astarte or Chemosh, the abomination of

the Sidonians, or the likeness of a star,* a god
a little above them to these idolaters, but

yet a creature and a piece of workmanship,
when I myself either do not worship Two of

Those into Who.se united Name I am bap-

tized, or else worship my fellow-servants, for

they are fellow-servants, even if a little higher

in the scale ; for differences must exist among
fellow-servants.

XLIII. I should like to call the Father the

a i.e. If I think of One Ulesscd Pi-rson, the other Two .ire not
in my mind, and so the greater part of ( lod escapes me.

/3 S. Gregory Thaumaturgus, y Galat. i, 10. 6 Auiob v. ai,
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greater, because from him flows both the Equal-

ity and the Being of the Equals (this will be
granted on all hands), but I am afraid to use the

word Origin, lest I should make Him the Ori-

gin of Inferiors, and thus insult Him by prece-

dencies of honour. For the lowering of those

Who are from Him is no glory to the Source.

Moreover, I look with suspicion at your in-

satiate desire, for fear you should take hold of

this word Greater, and divide the Nature, us-

ing the word Greater in «// senses, whereas it

does not apply to the Nature, but only to Orig-

ination. For in the Consubstantial Persons

there is nothing greater or less in point of Sub-

stance. I would honour the Son as Son be-

fore the Spirit, but Baptism consecrating me
through the S])irit does not allow of this.

But are you afraid of being reproached with

Tritheism? Do you take possession of this

good thing, the Unity in the Three, and leave

me to fight the battle. Let me be the ship-

builder, and do you use the ship; or if another

is the builder of the ship, take me for the

architect of the house, and do you live in it

with safety, though you spent no labour upon
it. You shall not have a less prosperous voy-

age, or a less safe habitation than I who built

them, because you have not laboured upon
them. See how great is my indulgence ; see

the goodness of the Spirit ; the war shall be

mine, yours the achievement ; I will be un-

der fire, and you shall live in peace ; but

join with your defender in prayer, and give

me your hand by the Faith. I have three

stones which I will sling at the Philistine ;
* I

have three inspirations against the son of the

Sareptan,^ with which I will quicken the slain
;

I liave three floods against the faggots with

which I will consecrate the Sacrifice with

water, raising the most unexpected fire p and I

will throw down the prophets of shame by the

power of the Sacrament.

XLIV. What need have I any more of

speech? It is the time for teaching, not for con-

troversy. I protest before God and the elect

Angels,^ be thou bajjtized in this faith. If thy

heart is written upon in some other way than

as my teaching demands, come and have the

writing changed ; I am no unskilled caligra-

pher of these truths. I write that which is writ-

ten upon my own heart ; and I teach that which
I have been taught, and have kept from the

beginning up to these hoar hairs.* Mine is

a I Sam. xvii. 49. P i Kgs. xvii. 21.

y lb. xviii. 33. B i Tim. v. ai.

€ .Supposing S. Gregory's birth to have been in 325, the e.irliest

il.Tte which seems at all probable, he would be under 60 in 381, when
this Oration was delivered ; so that the expression on the text must
be held to be a rhetorical exaggeration, Suidas, however, pushes

the risk; be mine also the reward of being

the Director of your soul, and consecrating

you by Baptism. But if you are already right-

ly disposed, and marked with the good in-

scription, see that you keep what is written,

and remain unchanged in a changing time

concerning an unchanging Thing. Follow
Pilate's example in the better sense

;
you who

are rightly Avritten on, imitate him who wrote

wrongfully. Say to those who would persuade

you differently, what I have written, I have
written." For indeed I should be ashamed if,

while that which was wrong remained in-

flexible, that which is right should be so easily

bent aside ; whereas we ought to be easily bent
to that which is better from that which is

worse, but immovable from the better to the

worse. If it be thus, and according to this

teaching that you come to Baptism, lo I will

not refrain my lips,^ lo I lend my hands to the

Spirit ; let us hasten your salvation. The
Spirit is eager, the Consecrator is ready, the

Gift is prepared. But if you still halt and
will not receive the perfectness of the God-
head, go and look for someone else to baptize

—or rather to drown you : I have no time to

cut the Godhead, and to make you dead in the

moment of your regeneration, that you should

have neither the Gift nor the Hope of Grace,

but should in so short a time make shipwreck

of your salvation. For whatever you may
subtract from the Deity of the Three, you will

have overthrown the whole, and destroyed

your own being made perfect.

XLV. But not yet perhaps is there formed
upon your soul any writing good or bad ; and
you want to be written upon today, and formed

by us unto perfection. Let us go within the

cloud. Give me the tables of your heart ; I

will be your Moses, though this be a bold

thing to say ; I will write on them with the

finger of God a new Decalogue. v I will write

on them a shorter method of salvation. And
if there be any heretical or unreasoning beast,

let him remain below, or he will run the risk

of being stoned by the ^^'ord of truth. I will

baptize you and make you a discij^le in the

Name of the Father and of the Son and of the

Holy Ghost ; ^ and These Three have One
common name, the Godhead. And you shall

know, both by appearances* and by words

that you reject all ungodliness, and are united

to all the Godhead. Believe that all that is

in the world, both all that is seen and all that

back the date of his birth as far as 299 or ijco : which docs not (it

in well with the chronology of his life, as given by himself,

a John xix. 22. ^ Ps. xl. 9. y Exod. xxxviii. 38,

5Ib. xix. 13. cMatt. xxviii, 19.
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is unseen, was made out of nothing by God,
and is governed by the Providence of its

Creator, and will receive a change to a better

state. Believe that evil has no substance or

kingdom, either unoriginate or self-existent or

created by God ; but that it is our work, and
the evil one's, and came upon us through our

heedlessness, but not from our Creator. Be-

lieve that the Son of God, the Eternal Word,
Who was begotten of the Father before all

time and without body, was in these latter

days for your sake made also Son of Alan, born
of the Virgin Mary ineffably and stainlessly

(for nothing can be stained where God is,

and by which salvation comes), in His own
Person at once entire Man and perfect God,
for the sake of the entire sufferer, that He
may bestow salvation on your whole being,

having destroyed the whole condemnation of
your sins : impassible in His Godhead, pas-

sible in that which He assumed ; as much Man
for your sake as you are made God for His.

Believe that for us sinners He was led to

death ; was crucified and buried, so far as to

taste of death ; and that He rose again the

third day, and ascended into heaven, that He
might take you with Him who were lying

low ; and that He will come again with His
glorious Presence to judge the quick and the

dead ; no longer flesh, nor yet without a body,
according to the laws which He alone knows
of a more godlike body, that He may be seen

by those who pierced Him," and on the other

hand may remain as God without carnality.

Receive besides this the Resurrection, the

Judgment and the Reward according to the

righteous scales of God ; and believe that this

will be Light to those Avhose mind is purified

(that is, God—seen and known) proportionate

to their degree of purity, which we call the

Kingdom of heaven ; but to those who suffer

from bhndness of their ruling faculty, dark-

ness, that is estrangement from God, propor-

tionate to their blindness here. Then, in the

tenth place, work that which is good upon

, .
this foundation of dogma; for faith without
works is dead,^ even as are works apart from

'.faith. This is all that may be divulged of

,A the Sacrament, and that is not forbidden to

i' 1 the ear of the many. The rest you shall learn

Within the Church by the grace of the Holy
jTrinity ; and those matters you shall conceal

within yourself, sealed and secure.

XLVI. But one thing more I preach unto
you. The Station in which you shall presently
stand after your Baptism before the Great

a Rev. i. 7. /! James ii. 17.

Sanctuary " is a foretype of the future glo-

ry. The Psalmody with which you will

be received is a prelude to tlie Psalmody of

Heaven ; the lamps which you will kindle are

a Sacrament of the illumination there with
which we shall meet the Bridegroom, shining

and virgin souls, with the lamps of our faith

shining, not sleeping through our carelessness,

that we may not miss Him that we look for if

He come unexpectedly ; nor yet unfed, and
without oil, and destitute of good works, that

we be not cast out of the Bridechamber. For
I see how pitiable is such a case. He will

come when the cry demands the meeting, and
they who are prudent shall meet Him, with
their light shining and its food abundant, but
the others seeking for oil too late from those

who possess it. And He will come with
speed, and the former shall go in with Him,
but the latter shall be shut out, having wasted
in preparations the time of entrance; and they

shall weep sore when all too late they learn the

penalty of their slothfulness, when the Bride-

chamber can no longer be entered by them for

all their entreaties, for they have shut it against

themselves by their sin, following in another

fashion the example of those who missed the

Wedding feast ^ with which the good Father

feasts the good Bridegroom ; one on account of

a newly wedded wife ; another of a newly pur-

chased field ; another of a yoke ofoxen ; which
he and they acquired to their misfortune,

since for the sake of the little they lose the

great. For none are there of the disdainful,

nor of the slothful, nor of those who are clothed

in filthy rags and not in the Wedding gar-

ment even though here they may have thought

themselves worthy of wearing the bright robe
there, and secretly intruded themselves, de-

ceiving themselves with vain hopes. And
then, What? When we have entered, then

the Bridegroom knows what He will teach us,

and how He will converse with the souls that

have come in with Him. He will converse

with them, I think in teaching things more
perfect and more pure. Of which may Ave

all, both Teachers and Taught, have share, in

the Same Christ our Lord, to Whom be the

Glory and the Empire, for ever and ever.

Amen.

a The word here used is Bema, which properly means a
Platform. In an Oriental Church the East end of the building is

raised by one or more steps above the choir. A little distance
Kast of these steps is a great Screen called the Iconostasis, from
the pictures (Icons) with which it is covered. It has three doors,

one in the centre, called the Royal Gates, leading to tlic Altar ;

one on the left hand, leading to the Prothesis, or Credence ; and
one on the right to the Sacristy. The whole raised portion is

called the Bema, or sometimes the Altar, the Altar proper beinjj

known as the Throne.
^ Luke xiv. 16, &c.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE ORATION
ON PENTECOST.

It is uncertain to what year the following

Oration belongs. It was, however, certainly-

delivered at Constantinople ; the Benedictine

Editors think in the year 381, in which case

the day would be May 16. An indication

tending to establish this date is found in c. 14,

in the expression of apprehension of personal

danger to himself for his boldness in setting

forth the true faith. In fact, in the earlier

part of this year, after the Emperor Theodos-

ius had put him in possession of the Patri-

archal Throne, vacant by the expulsion and

deposition of the Arian Demophilus, he had

narrowly escaped assassination at the hands of

the Arians.

The Oration deals again with the subject of

the Fifth Theological Oration, the question of

the Deity of the Holy Ghost, but proceeds to

establish the point by quite a different set of

arguments from those adopted in the former

discourse, none of whose points are here re-

peated.

The Preacher begins by commenting on the

various ways in which Festivals are kept by

Jews, by Heathen and by Christians. Then
he remarked on the mystical significance of

the number Seven, which he illustrates by
several instances ; and next proceeds with his

principal Subject.

God the Holy Ghost, he says, completes

the work of Christ. Those who regard Him
as a Created Being, as did the followers of

Macedonius, are thereby guilty of blasphemy

and impiety. The true Faith recognizes Him
as God ; and this belief is necessary to salva-

tion
;

yet some reserve must be employed in

applying that Name to Him. We must in-

deed insist on the recognition of His posses-

sion of all the attributes of Godhead ; and we
must at any rate bear with those who, like the

Orator himself, also give Him the Name of

God, which he hopes all his hearers will re-

ceive from the Holy Ghost grace to do. Then
he proceeds to shew from Holy Scripture that

in fact all the Attributes of Deity do belong

to the Holy Spirit ; and that His distinctive

Personal Mark is that He is neither Unbe-
gotten like the Father, nor Begotten like the

Son. Pie does not touch on the question of

the double Procession.

It would seem from some expressions in c. 8

that this Discourse was not delivered to his

usual audience, but to an Assembly of "Re-
ligious."

The Title of the Oration varies in different

MSS. Thus some have it ''Of The Same
On Pentecost," to which-one adds "And On
The Holy Spirit;" and another puts it "Of
The Same, a Homily on Pentecost." The
l^rinted Editions before the Benedictine have
" On The Holy Pentecost."

ORATION XLI.

On Pentecost.

I. Let us reason a little about the Festival,

that we may keep it spiritually. For dif-

ferent persons have different ways of keeping
Festival ; but to the worshipper of the Word
a discourse seems best ; and of discourses,

that which is best adapted to the occasion.

And of all beautiful things none gives so much
joy to the lover of the beautiful, as that the

lover of festivals should keep them spiritu-

ally. Let us look into the matter thus. The
Jew keeps festival as well as Ave, but only in

the letter. For while following after the

bodily Law, he has not attained to the spirit-

ual Law. The Greek too keeps festival, but

only in the body, and in honour of his own
gods and demons, some of whom are creators

of passion by their own admission, and others

were honoured out of passion. Therefore

even their manner of keeping festival is

passionate, as though their very sin were
an honour to God, in Whom their passion

takes refuge as a thing to be proud of." We
too keep festival, but we keep it as is pleasing

to the Spirit. And it is pleasing to Him that

we should keep it by discharging some duty,

either of action or speech. This then is our

manner of keeping festival, to treasure up
in our soul some of those things which are

permanent and will cleave to it, not of those

which will forsake us and be destroyed,

and which only tickle our senses for a little

while ; whereas they are for the most part,

in my judgment at least, harmful and ruinous.

For sufficient unto the body is the evil

thereof. What need has that fire of further

fuel, or that beast of more plentiful food,

to make it more uncontrollable, and too vio-

lent for reason ?

II. Wherefore we must keep the feast spiritu-

ally. And this is the beginning of our dis-

course ] for we must S])eak, even if our speech

do seem a little too discursive ; and we must

be diligent for the sake of those who love

a They deify bad passions, and then act as if the gratification of
ihem were an honour to the gods in whom they lave personified

them.
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learning, that we may as it were mix up some

seasoning with our solemn festival. The
children of the Hebrews do honour to the

number Seven, according to the legislation of

Moses (as did the Pythagoreans in later days

to the number Four, by which indeed they

were in the habit of swearing" as the Simon-

ians and Marcionites^ do by the number
Eight and the number Thirty, inasmuch as

they have given names to and reverence a

system of i^ons of these numbers) ; I can-

not say by what rules of analogy, or in conse-

quence of what power of this number ; any-

how they do honour to it. One thing indeed

is evident, that God, having in six days

created matter, and given it form, and having

arranged it in all kinds of shapes and mix-
tures, and having made this present visible

Avorld, on the seventh day rested from all His
works, as is shewn by the very name of the

Sabbath, which in Hebrew means Rest. If

there be, however, any more lofty reason than

this, let others discuss it. But this honour
which they pay to it is not confined to days

alone, but also extends to years. That be-

longing to days the Sabbath proves, because it

is continually observed among them ; and
in accordance with this the removal of leaven

is for that number of days, y And that belong-

ing to years is shewn by the seventh year, the

year of Release; * and it consists not only of

Hebdomads, but of Hebdomads of Heb-
domads, alike in days and years. The Heb-
domads of days give birth to Pentecost, a

day called holy among them ; and those

of years to what they call the Jubilee, which
also has a release of land, and a manumission
of slaves, and a release of possessions bought.

For this nation consecrates to God, not only

oThe followers of Pythagoras swore by their master, wlio
taught them the mystic properties of the number Four, which he
called the Fountain of the Universe, because all things were made
of four elements.
/SThe Simonians and Marcionites were two Gnostic sects, the

one deriving its name from Simon Magus, the other from Marcion
of Sinope. Simon, of whom we read in the Acts c. viii,, is gen-
erally regarded by the Fathers as the precursor of the Gnostic
Heresies. He maintained a system of Emanations from God. of
which he claimed to be himself the chief. In his teaching the first

cause of all things was an Ineffable Existence or Kon-existence,
which he sometimes called Silence and sometimes Fire, from which
the Universe was generated by a series of six Emanations called
Roots, which he arranged in pairs, male and female ; and these
six contained among them the whole Essence of his first Principle
Silence. These Roots with Simon himself and his consort Helena,
made up the Ogdoad referred to in the text.

Marcion was a native of Sinope in Pontus, and flourished about
the middle of the Second Century. His system of teaching was
mainly rationalistic, and did not recognize (Dr. Mansel tells us,
" Cno.stic Heresies," p. 203) any theory of Emanations as connect-
ing links between God and the world : for from his point of view the
Supreme God was not, even indirectly, the Author of the world.
It would seem that .S. Gregory is confusing Marcion with Valen-
tinus, an Egyptian hcresiarch who flourished about the same time.
In his theory we fir.st find a system of" i'Eons," divided into an
Ogdoad, a Dccad, and a Dodccad. Or he may mean Marcus, a
follower of Valcntinus, and founder of the subordinate sect of the
Marcosians. y Exod. xii. 13. S lb. xxi. -t.

the firstfruits of offspring, or of firstborn, but
also those of days and years. Thus the ven-
eration paid to the number Seven gave rise

also to the veneration of Pentecost. For seven
being multii)lied by seven generates fifty

all but one day, which we borrow from
the world to come, at once the Eighth and
the first, or rather one and indestructible.

For the present sabbatism of our souls can
find its cessation there, that a portion may be
given to seven and also to eight" (so some
of our predecessors have interpreted this pas-

sage of Solomon)

.

III. As to the honour paid to Seven there are

many testimonies, but we will be content with
a few out of the many. For instance, seven

precious spirits are named ; for I think Isaiah ^

loves to call the activities of the Spirit spirits
;

and the Oracles of the Lord arc purified seven
times according to David, y and the just is de-

livered from six troubles and in the seventh is

not smitten.* But the sinner is pardoned not
seven times, but seventy times seven.* And
we may see it by the contrary also (for the

punishment of wickedness is to be praised),

Cain being avenged seven times, that is,

punishment being exacted from him for his

fratricide, and Lamech seventy times seven,?

because he was a murderer after the law and
the condemnation.'' And wicked neighbours

a Eccles. xi. 2. S. Gregory himself (Or. xviii. "'in laudem
Patris," c. 20) comments upon this passage as enjoining liberal
almsgiving. S. Ambrose (in Luc. vi.) has a mystical interpreta-
tion somewhat resembling that here referred to ; but I cannot find
a predecessor of Gregory on the verse. Some later commentators,
according to Cornelius and Lapide, take the Seven of the poor in
this life, and the Eight of the souls in Purgatory, following a com-
mon interpretation of these numbers. /3 Isa, xi. 2. y Ps. xix. 6.

8 Job y. 19. f Matt, xviii. 22. C, Gen. iv. 24.
r) It will be worth while, says Nicetas, to add .S. John Chrysos-

tom's account of the sevenfold punishment which was inflicted on
Cain. The number Seven he says (Hom. in Gen. xix. 5, p. 168 c.)
is often used in Holy .Scripture in the sense of multitude, as e.g.,
in such places as, "The barren hath borne seven," and the like.

So here ; the greatness of the crime is implied, and that it is not a
simple and single crime, but seven sins ; and those of such a sort
that everjj one of them must be avenged by a very severe punish-
ment. First, that he envied his brother when he saw that God
loved him, a sin which without any other added to it was suffi-

cient to be deadly. The next was that this sin was against a
brother. The third that he compassed a deceit. The fourth that
he perpetrated a murder. The fifth that it was his brother that he
slew. The sixth that he was the first man to commit a murder.
The seventh that he lied to (^lod. Vou have followed these steps

with your mind, or do you desire that I should repeat the enumera-
tion ni a fviller way, to make you understand how each of these
sins would be visited with a very severe penalty, even if it stood
alone. Who would judge a man worthy of pardon who envies
another simply because he enjoys the favour and love of God ?

Here then is one very great and inexpiable sin. And this is shewn
to be even more atrocious when he who is envied is a brother, and
has done him no wrong. Further, he contrived a deceit, bringing
his brother out by a trick into the field, without reverence foi

nature herself. The fourth crime is the nnirder which he com-
mitted. The fifth is that it was his brother whom he put to death ;

his brother, I say. that came out of the same womb. Sixthly, he
was the first inventor of murder. Seventhly, when questioned by
(jodhedid not hesitate to lie. And therefore becau.se he dared
to lay hands on his l)rother, he draws upon himself severe punish-
ments. He then proceeds to shew how Lamech's critne was worse
than Cain's, and is therefore said to be punished seventy times ;

that is, in manifold ways. I.amech slew a man and .a young man,
and this, after the law against murder had been given ; that is,

after God had pimished Cain. Cain's punishment he says was
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receive sevenfold into their bosom ;
» and the

House of Wisdom rests on seven pillars,^ and

the Stone of Zerubbabel is adorned with seven

eyes ; y and God is praised seven times a day.*

And again the barren beareth seven, ^ the per-

fect number, she who is contrasted with lier

who is imperfect in her children." ^

IV. And if we must also look at ancient his-

tory, I perceive that Enoch,'' the seventh among
our ancestors, was honoured by translation. I

perceive also that the twenty-first, Abraham,^
was given the glory of the Patriarchate, by
the addition of a greater mystery. For the

Hebdomad thrice repeated brings out this

number. And one who is very bold might
venture even to come to the New Adam, my
God and Lord Jesus Christ, Who is counted

the Seventy-seventh from the old Adam who
fell imder sin, in the backward genealogy

according to Luke." And I think of the seven

trumpets of Jesus, the son of Nave, and the

same number of circuits and days and priests,

by which the walls of Jericho were shaken

down.^ And so too the seven compassings of

the City ; in the same way as there is a mys-
tery in the threefold breathings of Elias, the

Prophet, by which he breathed life into the

son of the Sareptan widow,'* and the same
number of his floodings of the wood," when
he consumed the sacrifice with fire sent from

God, and condemned the prophets of shame,

who could not do the like at his challenge.

And the sevenfold looking for the cloud

imposed upon the young servant ; and Elis-

saeus stretching himself that number of times

upon the child of the Shunammite, by which
stretching the breath of life was restored.^

sevenfold, corresponding to his seven sins :— i. Cursed is the

ground for thy sake. 2. Thou shalt till the ground : i.e., thou

shall never rest from the toils of husbandry. 3. It shall not yield

unto thee its strength; 4. thy labours shall be barren, and 5." sighing

and trembling" shalt thou be. And the sixth is from the lips of

Cain himself :—" If Thou castest me out from the earth," i.e.,

from all earthly conveniences, "from Thy face shall I be hid."

And God put a mark upon Cain ; this is the seventh punishment
—a mark of infamy declaring his guilt and shame to all that should

see him. Others according to the same authority (and Bishop
Wordsworth adopts the explanation) explains it thus. From
Cain to the Deluge are seven generations, and then the world was
punished because sin had spread far and wide. But Lamech's
sin could not be cured by the Deluge, but only by Him Who
taketh away the sin of the world. Then count .all the generations

from Adam to Christ, and according to the Genealogy in Liike,

you will find that our Lord was born in the seventieth generation.

This is S. Jerome's explanation. a Ps. Ixxix. 12.

Proy. IX. i, y Zech. iii. 9. S Ps. cxix. 164. e i Sam. ii, 5.

f Peninnah who had "many" children is called Imperfect in

her children, because Many is an indefinite word ; whereas Han-
nah's one child Samuel was so perfect a man that he was as it

were seven to his mother. For Seven is mystically, as Six or Ten
is arithmetically, the perfect number. (Six because it is the sum of
its own factors i, 2, 3 ; Ten, because it is the basis of nimiera-
tion : Seven because it is the number of Creation ; for God rested
on the Sabbath Day.)

1} Jude 14. 6 Gen. v. 22. k I.ukc iii. 34.
A Josh. vi. 4. &c, /Ji I Kgs. xvii. 21. v lb. xviii. 33.

f 2 Kgs. iv. 25, where the LXX. has "he contracted himself
ui)on tlie child until seven times, and the child opened his eyes ;

"

saying nothing about the sneezing of the child, wliich the Hebrew
and Vulgate mention, while they omit the number in the case of

To the same doctrine belongs, I think (if I

may omit the seven-stemmed and seven-lamped

candlestick of the Temple") that the ceremony
of the Priests' consecration lasted seven days ;

^

and .seven that of the purifying of a leper, v and
that of the Dedication of the Temple * the

same number, and that in the seventieth year

the people returned from the Captivity ;
* that

whatever is in Units may appear also in

Decads, and the mystery of the Hebdomad
be reverenced in a more perfect number. But
why do I .speak of the distant past ? Jesus

Himself who is pure perfection, could in the

desert and with five loaves feed five thousand,

and again with seven loaves four thousand.

And the leavings after they were satisfied were
in the first case twelve baskets full, and in the

other seven baskets ; ^ neither, I imagine,

without a reason or unworthy of the Spirit.

And if you read for yourself you may take

note of many numbers which contain a mean-
ing deeper than appears on the surface. But
to come to an instance which is most useful

to us on the present occasion, not that for

these reasons or others very similar or yet

more divine, the Hebrews honour the Day of

Pentecost, and we also honour it
;

just as there

are other rites of the Hebrews which we observe

they were typically observed by
them, and by us they are sacramentally re-

instated. And now having said so much by
way of preface about the Day, let us proceed

to what we have to say further.

V. We are keeping the feast of Pentecost and
of the Coming of the Spirit, and the appointed

time of the Promise, and the fulfilment of our

hope. And how great, how august, is the

Mystery. The dispensations of the Body of

Christ are ended ; or rather, what belongs to

His Bodily Advent (for I hesitate to say the

Dispensation of His Body, as long as no dis-

course persuades me that it is better to have
put off the body ''), and that of the Spirit is

beginning. And what were the things per-

taining to the Christ? The Virgin, the

Birth, the Manger, the Swaddling, the Angels
glorifying Him, the Shepherds running to

Him, the course of the Star, the Magi wor-

shipping Him and bringing Gifts, Herod's

Elish.a's similar action. S. Bernard has a curious explanation of
the seven sneezes of the child (in Cant. xvi).

a Ex. XXV. 32. 37. /3 Levit. viii. 33. y lb. xiv, 8.

S I Kings viii. 6. 62 Chron. xxx\'i. 32.

f DifTerent words are used here as in the New Testament for

Baskets. The second implies a larger size ; it is the word used
for the " basket " in which St. Paul was let down from the wall of
Damascus, Acts ix. 25.

T) S. Gregory m.akes this explanation because there were certain

heretics who taught that our Lord at His Ascension laid aside His
Humanity. It is said that this was held by certain Manicha-ans,
who based their idea on Ps. xix. 4. where the LXX. and Vulgate
read, " Ho hath set His Tabernacle in the Sun."
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murder of the children, the Flight of Jesus

into Egypt, the Return from Egypt, the Cir-

cumcision, the Baptism, the Witness from

Heaven, the Temptation, the Stoning for our

sake (because He had to be given as an l"]x-

ample to us of enduring affliction for the

^Vord), the Betrayal, the Nailing, the Burial,

the Resurrection, the Ascension ; and of

these even now He suffers many dishonours

at the hands of the enemies of Christ ; and
He bears them, for He is longsuffering. But

from those who love Him He receives all that

is honourable. And He defers, as in the for-

mer case His wrath, so in ours His kindness ;

in their case perhaps to give them the grace

of repentance, and in ours to test our love

;

whether we do not faint in our tribulations <*

and conflicts for the true Religion, as was
from of old the order of His Divine Economy,
and of his unsearchable judgments, with which
He orders wisely all that concerns us. Such
are the mysteries of Christ. And what fol-

lows we shall see to be more glorious ; and
may we too be seen. As to the things of the

Spirit, may the Spirit be with me, and grant

me speech as much as I desire ; or if not that,

yet as is in due proi)ortion to the season.

Anyhow He will be with me as my Lord ;

not in servile guise, nor awaiting a command,
as some think. ^ For He bloweth where He
wills and on whom He wills, and to what ex-

tent He wills. > Thus we are inspired both to

think and to speak of the Spirit.

VI. They who reduce the Holy Spirit to the

rank of a creature are blasphemers and wicked
servants, and worst of the wicked. For it is

the part of wicked servants to despise Lord-

ship, and to rebel against dominion, and to

make That which is free their fellow-servant.

But they who deem Him God are inspired by
God ^ and are illustrious in their mind ; and
they who go further and call Him so, if to

well disposed hearers are exalted ; if to the

low, are not reserved enough, for they com-
mit pearls to clay, and the noise of thunder

aEphes. iii. 13.

fi The reference is to the Macedonian"; or Pneiimatomachi, fol-

lowers of Macedonius, Patriarch of Constantinople, who had
passed from extreme or Anomoean Arianism to SemiArianisin,
and was forcibly intruded on the See by order of Constantius in

343, but was afterwards deposed. After his deposition he
broached the heresy known by his name, denying the Deity of the
Holy Cjhost ; some of its adherents, with Macedonius himself,
maintaining Him to be a mere creature ; others stopping short of
this ; and others calling Him a creature and servant of the .Son.

The heresy was formally condemned in the Ecumenical Council
of Constantinople in 381. y John iii. 8.

h S. Gregory here commends the practice of reserve in respect
of the Deity of the Holy Ghost. To believe it is necessary to sal-

vation, he would say ; but in view of the prevailing ignorance it is

well to be careful before whom we give Him the Name of God.
I?ut he demands that his hearers should give to the Holy Ghost
all the Attributes of Godhead, and should bear with those who,
like himself, gave Him also the Name, as he prays that they all

may have grace to do (Benott).

to weak ears, and the sun to feeble eyes, and

solid food to those who are still using milk ;
<»

whereas they ought to lead them little by little

up to what lies beyond them, and to l)ring

them up to the higher truths ; adding light to

light, and su})plying truth ui)on truth. 'I'here-

fore we will leave the more mature discourse,

for which the time has not yet come, and
will speak with them as follows.

VIL If, my friends, you will not acknowl-
edge the Holy Spirit to be uncreated, nor yet

eternal ; clearly such a state of mind is due to

the contrary spirit—forgive me, if in my zeal I

speak somewhat over boldly. If, however,

you are sound enough to escape this evident

impiety, and to place outside of slavery Him
Who gives freedom to yourselves, then see for

yourselves with the help of the Holy Ghost
and of us what follows. For I am persuaded

that you are to some extent partakers of Him,
so that I will go into the question with you as

kindred souls. Either shew me some mean
between lordship and servitude, that I may
there place the rank of the Spirit ; or, if you
shrink from imputing servitude to Him, there

is no doubt of the rank in which you must
place the object of your search. But you are

dissatisfied with the syllables, and you stumble

at the word, and it is to you a stone of stum-

bling and a rock of offence ;
^ for so is Christ

to some minds. It is only human after all.

Let us meet one another in a spiritual man-
ner \ let us be full rather of brotherly than of

self love. Grant us the Power of the God-
head, and we will give up to you the use of

the Name. Confess the Nature in other words
for which you have greater reverence, and we
will heal you as infirm people, filching from

you some matters in which you delight. For
it is shameful, yes, shameful and utterly illogi-

cal, when you are sound in soul, to draw petty

distinctions about the sound, and to hide the

Treasure, as if you envied it to others, or were

afraid lest you should sanctify your own tongue

too. But it is even more shameful for us to

be in the state of which we accuse you, and,

while condemning your petty distinctions of

words to make petty distinctions of letters.

VIII. Confess, my friends, the Trinity to be

ofOne Godhead ; or if you will, of One Nature
;

and we will pray the Spirit to give you this

word God. He will give it to you, I well knoAv,

inasmuch as He has already granted you the

first portion and the second ;
v and especially

o Heb. v. 12. /3 Isa. viii. 14 ; Rom. ix. 33 ; i Pet. ii. 8.

y i.e., inasmuch as Ife has granted yon a right faith in the

Consubslanliaiitv and Unity of the Trinity, lam sure He will in

time grant you the grace also to call Him by the Name of God,

VOL, VII. Dd
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if that about which we are contending is

some spiritual cowardice, and not the devil's

objection. Yet more clearly and concisely,

let me say, do not you call us to account for

our loftier word (for envy has nothing to do
with this ascent), and we will not find fault

with what you have been able to attain, until

by another road you are brought up to the

same resting place. For we are not seeking

victory, but to gain brethren, by whose separ-

ation from us we are torn. This we concede

to you in whom we do find something of vital

truth, who are sound as to the Son. We ad-

mire your life, but we do not altogether ap-

prove your doctrine. Ye who have the things

of the Spirit, receive Himself in addition, that

ye may not only strive, but strive lawfully,"

which is the condition of your crown. May
this reward of your conversation be granted

you, that you may confess the Spirit perfectly

and proclaim with us, aye and before us, all

that is His due. Yes, and I will venture even

more on your behalf; I V\'ill even utter the

Apostle's wish. So much do I cling to you,

and so much do I revere your array, and the

colour of your continence, and those sacred

assemblies, and the august Virginity, and
purification, and the Psalmody that lasts all

niglif^ and your love of the poor, and of the

brethren, and of strangers, that I could con-

sent to be Anathema from Christ, and even

to suffer something as one condemned, if only

you might stand beside us, and we might
glorify the Trinity together. For of the

others why should I speak, seeing they are

clearly dead (and it is the part of Christ alone

to raise them. Who quickeneth the dead by
His own Power), and are unhappily separated

in place as they are bound together by their

doctrine ; and who quarrel among them-

selves as much as a pair of squinting eyes in

looking at the same object, and differ with

one another, not in sight but in position—if

indeed we may charge them only with squint-

ing, and not with utter blindness. And now
that I have to some extent laid down your

2)osition, come, let us return again to the

subject of the Spirit, and I think you will fol-

low me now.
IX. The Holy Ghost, then, always existed,

and exists, and always will exist. He neither

had a beginning, nor will He have an end ; but

He was everlastingly ranged with and num-
bered with the Father and the Son. For it was

a 2 Tim. ii. S'

/3 The Constantinopolitan followers of Maccdoiiuis at the period

not ever fitting that either the Son should be
wanting to the Father, or the Spirit to the

Son. For then Deity would be shorn of Its

Glory in its greatest respect, for It would seem
to have arrived at the consummation of per-

fection as if by an afterthought. Therefore

He was ever being partaken, but not partak-

ing; perfecting, not being perfected; sancti-

fying, not being sanctified ; deifying, not

being deified ; Himself ever the same M'ith

Himself, and with Those with Whom He is

ranged; invisible, eternal, incomprehensible,

imchangeable, without quality, without quan-
tity, without form, impalpable, self-moving,

eternally moving, with free-will, self-power-

ful, All-powerful (even though all that is of

the Spirit is referable to the First Cause, just

as is all that is of the Only-begotten); Life

and Lifegiver ; Light and Lightgiver ; absol-

ute Good, and Spring of Goodness; the Right,

the Princely Spirit ; the Lord, the Sender,

the Separator ; Builder of His own Temple
;

leading, working as He wills ; distributing

His own Gifts ; the Spirit of Adoption, of

Truth, of Wisdom, of Understanding, of

Knowledge, of Godliness, of Counsel, of Fear
(which are ascribed to Him ») by Whom the

Father is known and the Son is glorified ; and
by Whom a/o/ie He is known ; one class, one
service, worship, power, perfection, sanctifi-

cation. Why make a long discourse of it ?

All that the Father hath the Son hath also,

except the being Unbegotten ; and all that

the Son hath the Spirit hath also, except the

Generation. And these two matters do not

divide the Substance, as I understand it, but

rather are divisions within the Substance.^

X. Are you labouring to bring forth objec-

tions ? Well, so am I to get on with my dis-

course. Honour the Day of the Spirit ; re-

strain your tongue if you can a little. It is

the time to speak of other tongues—reverence

them or fear tliem, when you see that they are

of fire. To-day let us teach dogmatically
;

to-morrow we may discuss. To-day let us

keep the feast ; to-morrow will be time enough
to behave ourselves unseemly—the first mysti-

cally, the second theatrically; the one in the

Churches, the other in the marketplace ; the

one among the sober, the other among the

drunken ; the one as befits those who vehe-

mently desire, the other, as among those who

o i.e., by Isaiah.

p Job xx.wiii. 4, Ps. V. lo, xxxvi., cxxxix. 7-15, cxiii.. Isa. xi. i-

3, xTviii. 16, Mai. iii. 6, Wisd. i. 2, John i. 14, iii. 24, xv. 26,

were noted for their strict asceticism. U'he attempt to revive the
j

xvi. 14, 15, Acts xiii. 2, Rom. iv. 17, xv. 16,19,1 Cor. li. 10, vi.

Nli;ht Office amonp; the secular Clergy of the biocesc brought 19, viii. 2, 2 Cor. iii. i, 6. xiii. 4. 2 Thess. iii. 5, 1 Tim. vi. 10. Heb.
great udiuiii on .'^. Jnlin ('hrysostoni a few years latir. i.v. i.).



ON PENTl'XOST. 383

make a juke of the Spirit. Havinii then put

an end to the element that is foreign to us,

let us now thoroughly furnish our own friends.

XI. ?Ie wrought first in the heavenly and

angelic powers, and such as are first al'ter God
and around God. For from no other source

flows their perfection and their brightness, and

the difficulty or impossibility of moving them

to sin, but from the Holy Ghost. And next,

in the Patriarchs and Prophets, of whom the

former saw Visions of God, or knew Him,
and the latter also foreknew the future, having

their master part moulded by the Spirit, and

being associated with events that were yet fut-

ure as if present, for such is the jjower of the

Spirit. And next in the Disciples of Christ

(for I omit to mention Christ Himself, in

Whom He dwelt, not as energizing, but as

accompanying His Equal), and that in three

ways, as they were able to receive Him, and

on three occasions ; before Christ was glori-

fied by the Passion, and after He was glorified

by the Resurrection ; and after His Ascen-

sion, or Restoration, or whatever we ought to

call it, to Heaven. Now the first of these

manifests Him—the healing of the sick and
casting out of evil spirits, which could not

be apart from the Spirit ; and so does that

breathing upon them after the Resurrection,

which was clearly a divine inspiration ; and

so too the present distribution of the fiery

tongues, which we are now commemorating.

But the first manifested Him indistinctly, the

second more expressly, this present one more
perfectly, since He is no longer present only

in energy, but as we may say, substantially,

associating with us, and dwelling in us. For

it was fitting that as the Son had lived with

us in bodily form—so the Spirit too should

appear in bodily form ; and that after Christ

had returned to His own place. He should

have come down to us

—

Coming because He
is the Lord ; Sent, because He is not a rival

God. For such words no less manifest the

Unanimity than they mark the separate Indi-

viduality.

XII. And therefore He came after Christ,

that a Comforter should not be lacking unto

us ; but Another Comforter, that you might
acknowledge His co-equality. For this word
Another marks an Alter t^go, a name of equal

Lordship, not of inequality. For Another is

not said, I know, of different kinds, but of

things consubstantial. And He came in the

form of Tongues because of His close relation

to the Word. And they were of Fire, per-

haps because of His purifying Power (for our

Scripture knows of a purifying fire, as anyone

who wishes can find out), or else because of

His Substance. For our God is a consuming
F^ire, and a Fire* burning uj) the ungodly ;

'^

though you inay again pick a quarrel over

these words, being brought into difficulty by
the Consubstantiality. And the tongues were
cloven, because of the diversity of Gifts

;

and they sat to signify His Royalty and Rest
among the Saints, and because the Cherubim
arc the Throne of God. And it took place

in an Upper Chamber (I hoj^e I am not seem-

ing to any one over tedious), because those

\\\\o should receive it were to ascend and be

raised above the earth ; for also certain ui)per

chambers v arecovered with Divine Waters,* by
which the i)raise of God are sung. And Jesus

Himself in an Upper Chamber gave the Com-
munion of the Sacrament to those who were
being initiated into the higher Mysteries, that

thereby might be shewn on the one hand that

God must come dov/n to us, as I know He
did of old to Moses ; and on the other that

we must go up to Him, and that so there

should come to pass a Communion of God
with men, by a coalescing of the dignity.

For as long as either remains on its own foot-

ing, the One in His Glory « the other in his

lowliness, so long the Goodness of God can-

not mingle with us, and His lovingkindness

is incommunicable, and there is a great gulf

between, which cannot be crossed ; and
which separates not only the Rich Man from

Lazarus and Abraham's Bosom which he longs

for, but also the created and changing natures

from that which is eternal and immutable.

XIII. This was proclaimed by the Prophets

in such passages as the following :—The Spirit

of the Lord is upon me ;
^ and, There shall rest

upon Him Seven Spirits ; and The Spirit of the

Lord descended and led them ;
1 and The spirit

of Knowledge filling Bezaleel,^ the Master-

builder of the Tabernacle; and. The Spirit

provoking to anger ;
* and the Spirit carrying

away Elias in a chariot,^ and sought in double

measure by Eli-ssa^us ; and David led and

strengthened by the Good and Princely Spirit. f^

And He was promised by the mouth of Joel

first, who said, And it shall be in the last days

that I will pour out of My Spirit upon all

flesh (that is, upon all that believe), and

upon your sons and upon your daughters," and

o Hub. xii. 2Q. /3 Dciit. iv. 24 7 Ps. civ. 3. 6 Ps. cxiviii. 4.

c eV!. jreptOTrijs ; liillius renders "In specula sua," "On }lis

watch towRr,'" and the meaning is admissiljie, but tlie context seems
rather to point to the passive sense of Majesty or (ilory. 'J he

word is not in the Lexicon, and .Suicer does not notice it; lint the

corresponding adjective lias only the passive sense. Specuhi,

however, is used in the sense of Kniinencc, but .ipparently on!/

gcograpliically. i Isa. Ixi. 1.

rj lb. xi. 2 ; Ixiii. 14. 9 Kxod. xxxi. 3. k Isa. Ixiii. 10.

A 2 Kgs. ii. II. fi Ps. li. 12 ; cxiiii. 10. v Joel ii. 28.

D d 2
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the rest ; and then afterwards by Jesus, being

glorified by Him, and giving back glory to

Him, as He was glorified by and glorified the

Father." And how abundant was this Promise.

He shall abide for ever, and shall remain with

you, whether now with those who in the sj^here

of time are worthy, or hereafter with those

who are counted worthy of that world, when
we have kept Him altogether by our life here,

and not rejected Him in so far as we sin.

XIV. This Spirit shares with the Son in

working both the Creation and the Resurrec-

tion, as you may be shewn by this Scripture
;

By the Word of the Lord were the heavens

made, and all the power of them by the breath

of His Mouth ; ^ and this, The Spirit of God
that made me, and the Breath of the Almighty
that teacheth me ;

v and again, Thou shalt send

forth Thy Spirit and they shall be created, and
Thou shalt renew the face of the earth.* And
He is the Author of spiritual regeneration.

Here is your proof:—None can see or enter

into the Kingdom, except he be born again

of the Spirit,* and be cleansed from the first

birth, which is a mystery of the night, by a

remoulding of the day and of the Light, by
which every one singly is created anew. This

Spirit, for He is most wise and most loving,^

if He takes possession of a shepherd makes
him a Psalmist, subduing evil spirits by his

song, "I and proclaims him King ; if he possess

a goatherd and scraper * of sycamore fruit," He
makes him a Prophet. Call to mind David
and Amos. If He possess a goodly youth, He
makes him a Judge of Elders,^ even beyond his

years, as Daniel testifies, who conquered the

lions in their den.** If He takes possession of

Fishermen, He makes them catch the whole
world in the nets of Christ, taking them up
in the meshes of the Word. Look at Peter

and Andrew and the Sons of Thunder, thund-

ering the things of the Spirit. If of Public-

ans, He makes gain of them for discipleship,

and makes them merchants of souls ; witness

Matthew, yesterday a Publican, today an

Evangelist. If of zealous persecutors, He
changes the current of their zeal, and makes
them Pauls instead of Sauls, and as full of

piety as He found them of wickedness. And
He is the Spirit of Meekness, and yet is i)ro-

voked by those who sin. Let us therefore

a John xiv. i6. p Ps. xxxiii. 6. y Job xxxiii. 4.

5 Ps. civ. 30. t John iii. 3. ( Wisd. i. 6. ij i S.am. xvi. 23,
6 The Hebrew word means " a cultivator of sycamores." The

LXX. rendering is due to the process of maturing the fruit, which
grows on the stem of the trunk, and is made to mature by punctur-
ing it with an iron instrument, when after three days the fruit is

fit to eat. 'I'he Hebrew word occurs only this once in the liible;

Aquila renders it by "Looking for;" Symmachus by "propping
with stakes." k Amos vii. 14. A Susannah. n Dan. vi. 22.

make proof of Him as gentle, not as wrathful,

by confessing His Dignity ; and let us not

desire to see Him implacably wrathful. He
too it is who has made me today a bold her-

ald to you;—if without rest to myself, God
be thanked ; but if with ri.sk, thanks to Him
nevertheless ; in the one case, that He may
spare those that hate us ; in the other, that

He may consecrate us, in receiving this reward

of our preaching of the Gospel, to be made
perfect by blood.

XV. They spoke with strange tongues, and
not those of their native land ; and the wonder
was great, a language spoken by those who
had not learnt it. And the sign is to them
that believe not," and not to them that believe,

that it may be an accusation of the unbeliev-

ers, as it is written, With other tongues and
other lips will I speak unto this people, and
not even so will they listen to Me ^ saith the

Lord. But they heard. Here stop a little

and raise a question, how you are to divide

the words. For the expression has an am-
biguity, which is to be determined by the

punctuation. Did they each hear in their

own dialect V so that if I may so say, one
sound was uttered, but many were heard ; the

air being thus beaten and, so to speak, sounds

being produced more clear than the original

sound ; or are we to put the stop after " they

Heard," and then to add "them speaking in

their own languages
'

' to what follows, so that

it would be speaking in languages their

own to the hearers, which would be foreign

to the speakers ? I prefer to put it this latter

way ; for on the other plan the miracle would
be rather of the hearers than of the speakers

;

whereas in this it would be on the speakers'

side ; and it was they who w^ere reproached

for drunkenness, evidently because they by
the Spirit wrought a miracle in the matter of

the tongues.

XVI. But as the old Confusion of tongues

was laudable, when men who were of one lan-

guage in wickedness and impiety, even as

some now venture to be, were building the

Tower ; * for by the confusion of their language

the unity of their intention was broken up,

and their undertaking destroyed ; so much
more worthy of praise is the present miracu-

lous one. For being poured from One Spirit

upon many men, it brings them again into

harmony. And there is a diversity of Gifts,

which stands in need of yet another Gift to

ax Cor. xiv. 22. /3 Isa. xxviii. 11.

yThe actual order of the words in the Greek of Acts ii. 6 is,

They heard each individual in his own dialect them speak-
ing ; so that the position of the comma affects the meaning.

S Gen. xi. 7.
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discern which is the best, where all are praise-

worthy. And that division also might be

called noble of which David says, Drown O
Lord and divide their tongues. « Why? Be-

cause they loved all words of drowning, the

deceitful tongue.^ Where he all but expressly

arraigns the tongues of the present day v

which sever the Godhead. Thus much upon

this point.

XVII. Next, since it was to inhabitants of

Jerusalem, most devout Jews, Parthians, Medes,

aiid Elamites, Egyptians, and Libyans, Cret-

ans too, and Arabians, and Mesopotamians,

and my own Cappadocians, that the tongues

spake, and to Jews (if any one prefer so to

understand it), out of every nation under

heaven thither collected ; it is worth while to

see who these were and of what captivity.

For the captivity in Egypt and Babylon was

circumscribed, and moreover had long since

been brought to an end by the Return ; and

that under the Romans, which was exacted

for their audacity against our Saviour, was

not yet come to pass, though it was in the

near future. It remains then to understand it

of the captivity under Antiochus, which hap-

pened not so very long before this time.

But if any does not accept this explanation,

as being too elaborate, seeing that this cap-

tivity was neither ancient nor widespread

over the world, and is looking for a more
reliable—perhaps the best way to take it

would be as follows. The nation was re-

moved many times, as Esdras related ; and

some of the Tribes were recovered, and some
were left behind ; of whom probably (di-

spersed as they were among the nations) some
would have been present and shared the

miracle.

XVIII. These questions have been examined
before by the studious, and perhaps not with-

out occasion ; and whatever else any one may
contribute at the present day, he will be

joined with us. But now it is our duty to

dissolve this Assembly, for enough has been

said. But the Festival is never to be put an

end to ; but kept now indeed with our bodies
;

but a little later on altogether spiritually

there, where we shall see the reasons of these

things more purely and clearly, in the Word
Himself, and God, and our Lord Jesus Christ,

the True Festival and Rejoicing of the Saved

—to Whom be the glory and the worship,

with the Father and the Holy Ghost, now and
for ever. Amen.

aPs. Iv. 9. $11). lii 4.

Y Arians, Macedonians, and kindred bccts.

INTRODUCTION TO ORATION XLIL

"The Last Farewell."

This Oration was delivered during the Second
CEcumenical Council, held at Constantinople
A.D. 381. Historical as well as personal mo-
tives render the occasion of the deepest inter-

est. The audience consisted of the one hundred
and fifty Bishops of the Eastern Church \\\\o

took part in the Council, and of the speaker's

own flock, the orthodox Christians of Constan-

tinople. He had by his own exertions gathered

that flock together, after it had been ravaged

by heretical teachers. He had won the admi-
ration and affection of its members, by his

courageous championship of the Faith, his

lucid teaching, and his fatherly care for their

spiritual needs. He had been, against his

will, enthroned with acclamation in the highest

ecclesiastical position in the Eastern Church,
and called to preside over the Synod of its

assembled Bishops. Finding himself unable

to guide the deliberations of the Council in re-

gard to a question of the highest importance,

and perceiving that he himself and his posi-

tion were made by some of the Bishops a fresh

cause of dissension, he felt bound to resign

his high office, and endeavour by this personal

sacrifice to restore peace to the Church. His
language is worthy of the occasion. Obliged
to deal with the topics which had caused dis-

sension, he handles them with gentle and dis-

criminating tact ; he speaks with great self-

restraint in his own defence ; he sets forth

with tenderest feeling the common experiences

of himself and his flock : he gives with dig-

nity and clearness his last public exposition

of the Faith ; and finally, in language of

exquisite beauty, spoken with the quivering

tones of an aged man, he bids a tender fare-

well to his flock, his cathedral, and his throne,

with all their affecting associations. It Avas

an occasion whose pathos is unsurpassed in

history. Orator and audience were alike

deeply moved, and the emotion has been re-

newed in all those who have read his words,

and realised the scene of their delivery.

"The Last Farewell" in the Presence
OF the One hundred and fifty

Bishops.

T. What think yc of our affairs, dear shep-

herds and fellow-sliepherds : whose feel aie

beautiful, for you bring glad tidings of peace
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and of the good things" with which ye have

come ; beautiful again in our eyes, to whom
ye have come in season, not to convert a

wandering sheep,*^ but to converse with a pil-

grim shepherd? What think ye of this our

])i!grimage? And of its fruit, or rather of

that of the Spirit v within us,^ by Whom we
are ever nioved,^ and specially have now
been moved, desiring to have, and perhaps

having, nothing of our own ? Do you of

yourselves understand and perceive—and are

you kindly critics of our actions ? Or must

we, like those from whom a reckoning is de-

manded as to their military command, or civil

government, or administration of the excheq-

uer, publicly and in person submit to you

the accounts of our administration ? Not in-

deed that we are ashamed of being judged,

for we are ourselves judges in turn, and both

with the same charity. But the law is an

ancient one : for even Paul communicated to

the Apostles his Gospel : ^ not for the sake of

ostentation, for the Spirit is far removed from

all ostentation, but in order to establish his

success and correct his failure, if indeed there

were any such in his words or actions, as he

declares when writing of himself Since even

the Spirits of the Prophets are subject to the

prophets,'' according to the order of the Spirit

who regulates and divides all things well.

And do not wonder that, while he rendered

his account privately and to some, I do so

publicly, and to all. For my need is greater

than his, of being aided by the freedom of my
censors, if I am proved to have failed in my
duty, lest I should run, or have run, in vain.^

And the only possible mode of self-defence is

speech in the presence of men who know the

facts.

2, What then is my defence?' If it be

false, you must convict me, but if true, you on
behalf of whom " and in whose i)resence I

s[)eak, must bear witness to it. For you are

my defence, my witnesses, and my crown of

rejoicing,^ if I also may venture to boast my-
self a little in the Apostle's language. This

flock was, when it was small and poor, as far

as appearances went, nay, not even a flock,

but a slight trace and relic of a flock, without

order, or sheplicrd, or bounds, with neither

right to pasturage, nor the defence of a fold,

wandering upon the mountains and in caves

and dens of the earth, f^ scattered and dispersed

a Isai. Hi. 7 ; Rom. x. 15. |3 S. Matt. .wiil. 12. 7 Gal. v. 22.

o 2 Tim. i. i.(. « Acts xvii. 28. f Gal. ii. 2.

1) I Cor. xiv. 32. 6 Gal. ii. 2. i 1 Cor. ix. 3.

K On behalf of, i.e., the Christians of Constantinople, whose
P.istor he had been, who were present at the time in th.e church.
\ 1 Thcss. ii. 19. y- Heb. xi. 38.

hither and thither as each one could find

shelter or pasture, or could gratefully secure

its own safety ; like that flock which was har-

assed by lions, di.spersed by tempest, or scat-

tered in darkness, the lamentation of prophets

who compared it to the misfortunes of Israel,"

given up to the Gentiles ; over which we also

lamented, so long as our lot was worthy of

lamentation. For in very deed we also were

thrust out and cast off, and scattered upon
every mountain and hill, from the need of a

shepherd : ^ and a dreadful storm fell upon the

Church, and fearful beasts assailed her, who do
not even now, after the calm, spare us, but with-

out being ashamed of themselves, wield a greater

power than the time should allow ; while a

gloomy darkness, far more oppressive than the

ninth plague of Egypt, the darkness which

might be felt,y enveloped and concealed every-

thing, so that we could scarcely even see one

another.

3. To speak in a more feeling strain, trust-

ing in Him Who then forsook me, as in a

Father, " Abraham has been ignorant of us,

Israel has acknowledged us not, but Thou art

our Father, and unto Thee do Ave look ;
* be-

side Thee we know none else, we make mention

of Thy name."^ Therefore, says Jeremiah,

I will plead with Thee, I will reason the cause

with Thee.^ We are become as at the begin-

ning, when Thou barest not rule "J over us," and
Thou hast forgotten Tliy holy covenant, and
shut up Thy mercies from us. Therefore we,

the Avorshippers of the Trinity, the perfect sup-

pliants of the perfect Deity, became a reproach

to Thy Beloved, neither daring to bring down
to our own level any of the things above us,

nor in such wise to rise up against the godless

tongues Avhich fought against God, as to make
His Majesty a fellow servant with oui-selves

;

but, as is plain, we were delivered up on ac-

count of our other sins, and because our conduct

had been unworthy of Thy commandments,
and we had walked after our own evil mind.

For what other reason can there be for our

being delivered up to the most unrighteous

and Avicked men of all the dwellers upon the

earth? First Nebuchadnezzar^ afilicted us,'

possessed during the Christian era Avith an

anti-Christian rage, hating Christ just because

he had through Him gained salvation, and
having bartered the sacred books for sacrifices

to those Avho are no gods. He devoured me,

he tore me in ])ieces, a slight darkness envel-

oped me," if I may even in my lamentation

a. Ezck. xx.xi. ii.

6 Isai. Ixiii. 16.

7) Isai. Ixiii. 19.

I Jer. Ii. 34.

P lb. xx.xiv. 6. y Exml. x. 21.

e lb. x.wi. 13 (LXX.). f Jer. xii. t.

ff Nebuchadncszar, i.e., jnlian,

K Ps. Iv. 6 (LXX.).
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keep to the language of Scripture. If the Lord

had not helped me," and righteously delivered

him to the hands of the lawless, by casting

him off (such are the judgments of God) to

the Persians, by whom his blood was right-

eously shed for his unholy sheddings of blood,

since in this case alone justice could not afford

even to be longsuffering, my soul had shortly

dwelt in the grave. ^ The second v no more
kindly, if he were not even more grievous

still, for while he bore the name of Christ, he

was a false Christ, and at once a burden and
a reproach to the Christians, for, while to obey
him was imgodly, to sufler at his hands was

inglorious, since they did not even seem to be

wronged, nor to gain by their sufferings the

glorious title of martyr, inasmuch as the truth

was in this case perverted, for while they suf-

fered as Christians, they were supposed to be

punished as heretics. Alas ! how rich we
were in misfortunes, for the fire consumed the

beauties of the world. ^ That which the palmer-

worm left did the locust eat, and that which
the locust left did the caterpillar eat : then

came the cankerworm,^ then, what next I know
not, one evil springing up after another. But

for what purpose should I give a tragic de-

scription of the evils of the time, and of the

penalty exacted from us, or, if I must rather

call it so, the testing and refining we endured ?

At any rate, we went through fire and water,

^

and have attained a place of refreshment by
the good pleasure of God our Saviour.

4. To return to my original startingpoint.

This was my field, when it was small and poor,

unworthy not only of God, Who has been, and

is cultivating the whole world with the fair

seeds and doctrines of piety, but, apparently,

even of any poor and needy man of slender

means. Nay it did not deserve to be called

a field, requiring neither barn nor threshing-

floor, and not even worthy of the sickle
;

with neither heap nor sheaves, or small and

untimely sheaves, like those on the housetop,

which do not fill the hand of the reaper, nor

call forth a blessing from them which go by.*)

Such was my field, such my harvest
;
great

and well-eared and fat in the eyes of Him
Who beholdeth hidden things, and becoming
such a husbandman, its abundance springing

from the valleys of souls well tilled with the

Word : unrecognized however in })ublic, and
not collected together, but gathered in frag-

ments, as an ear gleaned in the stubble,^ as

gleaning-grapes in the vintage, where there

a Ps. xciv. 17. p lb. xciv. 17. y TAe second, i.e., Valens.
i Joel i. 19. e lb. i. 4. i Ps. Ixvi. 12.

»j lb. cxxix. 6 sqq. 6 Mic. vii. i (LXX.).

is no cluster left. T think I may add, only

too appropriately, 1 found Israel like a figtree

in the wilderness," and like one or two ripe

grapes in an unripe cluster, preserved as a

blessing from the Lord,^ and a consecrated

firstfruit, though small as yet and scanty,

and not filling the mouth of the eater : and as

an ensign on a hill,v and as a beacon on a

mountain, or any oUier solitary thing visible

only to few. Such was its former poverty

and dejection.

5. But since God, Who makcth poor and
maketh rich, Who killeth and maketh alive ;

^

Who maketh and tran.sformeth all things;

Who turneth night into day,^ winter into

spring, storm into calm, drouglit into abun-

dance of rain ; and often for the sake of the

prayers ^ of one righteous man ^ sorely perse-

cuted ; Who lifteth up the meek on high, and
biingeth the ungodly down to the ground ;

^

since God said to Himself, I have surely seen

the affliction of Israel ;
' and they shall no

longer be further vexed with clay and brick-

making ; and when He spake He visited, and
in His visitation He saved, and led forth His
peojjle with a mighty hand and outstretched

arm," by the hand of Moses and Aaron,^ His

chosen—what is the result, and what wonders
have been wrought? Those which books

and monuments contain. For besides all the

wonders by the way, and that mighty roar,

to si)eak most concisely, Joseph came into

Egypt alone,** and soon after six hundred
thousand depart from Egypt." What more
marvellous than this ? What greater proof

of the generosity of God, when from men
without means He wills to supply the means
for public affairs ? And the land of i)romise

is distributed through one who was hated,

j

and he who was sold f dispossesses nations,
I and is himself made a great nation, and that

!
small offshoot becomes a luxuriant vine,"

so great that it reaches to the river, and
is stretched out to the sea,"' and sj^reads from

border to border, and hides the mountains

with the height of its glory and is exalted

above the cedars, even the cedars of God,
whatever we are to take these mountains and
cedars to be.

6. Such then was once this (lock, and such

it is now, so healthy and well grown, and if

it be not yet in perfection, it is advancing

towards it by constant increase, and I i)ro-

o Hos. ix. 10 (I,XX.).
6 I Sam. ii. 6 sqq.
T) S. James V. i6, 17.

K Ps. cxxxvi. 12.

V Kxod. xii. 37.

Hos. X. I,

j3 Isai. Ixv. 8. v lb. xxx. i7._

e Amos v. f. ^ i Kings xviii. 42,

9 Ps. cxlvii. 6. I Kxod. iii. 7.

Alb. Ixxvii. 20. n Cicii. xxxvii. 28.

f Oen. xlix. 27.

IT Ps. Ixxx. 8 et seq.
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phesy that it will advance. This is foretold

me by the Holy Sjjirit, if I have any prophetic

instinct and insight into the future. And
from what has preceded I am able to be con-

fident, and recognize this by reasoning, being

the nursling of reason. For it was much more
improbable that, from that condition, it should

reach its present development, than that, as

it now is, it should attain to the height of re-

nown. For ever since it began to be gathered

together, by Him Who quickeneth the dead,"

bone to its bone, joint to joint, and the Spirit

of life and regeneration was given to it in

their dryness,^ its entire resurrection has been,

I know well, sure to be fulfilled : so that the

rebellious should not exalt themselves,Y and
that those who grasp at a shadow, or at a

dream when one awaketh,^ or at the dispers-

ing breezes, or at the traces of a ship in the

water,* should not think that they have any-

thing. Howl, firtree, for the cedar is fallen !
^

Let them be instructed by the misfortunes of

others, and learn that the poor shall not al-

way be forgotten, '' and that the Deity will not

refrain, as Habakkuk says, from striking

through the heads of the mighty ones ® in His
fury—the Deity, Who has been struck through

and impiously divided into Ruler and Ruled,

in order to insult the Deity in the highest de-

gree by degrading It, and oppress a creature

by equality with Deity.

7. I seem indeed to hear that voice, from

Him Who gathers together those who are

broken, and welcomes the oppressed : En-
large thy cords, break forth on the right hand
and on the left, drive in thy stakes, spare

not thy curtains.' I have given thee up, and
I will help thee. In a little wrath I smote
thee, but with everlasting mercy I will

glorify thee." The measure of His kindness

exceeds the measure of His discipline. The
former things were owing to our wicked-

ness, the present things to the adorable Trin-

ity : the former for our cleansing, the present

for My glory, Who will glorify them that

glorify Me,^ and I will move to jealousy

them that move Me to jealousy. Behold
this is sealed up with Me,** and this is

the indissoluble law of recompense. But
thou didst surround thyself with walls and
tablets and richly set stones, and long por-

ticos and galleries, and didst shine and
sparkle with gold, which thou didst, in part

pour forth like water, in part treasure up like

sand ; not knowing that better is faith, with

a Rom. iv. 17. p Ezek. xxxvit. 7, 10. y Ps. Ixvi. 7.
6 Ps. Ixxiii. 20. e Wisd. v. g sqcj. f Zocli. xi. 2.

r) I's. ix. 18. H:ib. iii. 13. i Isai. liv. 2.

K lb, liv. 8. A I Sam. ii. 30. n Dcut. x.\.\ii. 21, 34.

no Other roof but the sky to cover it, than

impiety rolling in wealth, and that three

gathered together in the Name of the Lord"
count for more with God than tens of thou-

sands of those v/ho deny the Godhead.

Would you prefer the whole of the Canaanites

to Abraham alone ? (^ or the men of Sodom to

Lot ? V or the Midianites to Moses,* when each

of these was a pilgrim and a stranger? How
do the three hundred men with Gideon, who
bravely lapped,* compare with the thousands

who were put to flight ? Or the servants of

Abraham, who scarcely exceeded them in

number, with the many kings and the army
of tens of thousands whom, few as they were,

they overtook and defeated ? ^ Or how do you
understand the passage that though the num-
ber of the children of Israel be as the sand of

the sea, a remnant shall be saved ? '' And
again, I have left me seven thousand men,
who have not bowed the knee to Baal ?

"

This is not the case ; it is not ? God has not

taken pleasure in numbers.

8. Thou countest tens of thousands, God i

counts those who are in a state of salvation ; i

'

thou countest the dust which is without num-
ber, I the vessels of election. For nothing is

so magnificent in God's sight as pure doctrine,

and a soul perfect in all the dogmas of the

truth.—For there is nothing worthy of Him
Who made all things, of Him by Whom are

all things, and for Whom are all things,' so

that it can be given or offered to God : not

merely the handiwork or means of any indi-

vidual, but even if we wished to honour Him,
by uniting together all the property and handi-

work of all mankind. Do not I fill heaven
and earth?'' saith the Lord ! and what house
will ye build Me ? or what is the place of My
rest ? ^ But, since man must needs fall short of

what is worthy, I ask of you, as approaching it

most nearly, piety, the wealth which is com-
mon to all and equal in My eyes, wherein the

poorest may, if he be nobleminded, surpass

the most illustrious. For this kind of glory

depends upon purpose, not upon afiluence.

These things be well assured, I Avill accept at

your hands.** To tread" My courts ye shall

not proceed, but the feet of the meek^ shall

tread them, who have duly and sincerely

acknowledged Me, and My only-begotten

Word, and the Holy Si)irit. How long will

ye inherit My holy Mountain?" How long

S. M.itt. xviii. 20. /3 Geii. xii. 6 ; xiii. 12. y lb. xix. I.

S I'.xoil. ii. 15. « judg. vii. 5. f Gen. xiv. 14.

1) Isai. X. 22 : Rom. ix. 27. 9 i Kings xix. 18; Rom. xi. 4.

1 I Cor. viii. 6. k Jcr. xxiii. 24. A Is.ai. Ixvi. 1. fj. lb. i. la.

1' J'o trfiitl, etc. The Arians lor a time had been in possession
of the churches of Constantinople,

f Isai. xxvi, 6 (LXX.). lb. Ivii. 13 ; l.w. 9.
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shall My ark be among the heathen ?« Now
for a little longer ye indulge yourselves in

that which belongs to others, and gratify your

desires. For as }e have devised to reject Me,
so will I also reject you,^ saith the Lord
Almighty.

9. This I seemed to hear Him say, and to

see Him do, and besides, to hear Him shouting

to His people, which once were few and
scattered and miserable, and have now become
many, and compact enough and enviable, Go
through y My gates * and be ye enlarged. Must
you alwa}-s be in trouble and dwell in tents,

while those who vex you rejoice exceedingly?

And to the presiding Angels, for I believe, as

John teaches me in his Revelation, that each

Church has its guardian,^ Prepare ye the way
of My people, and cast away the stones from

the way,^ that there may be no stumblingblock

or hindrance for the people 1 in the divine road

and entrance, now, to the temples made with

hands, ^ but soon after, to Jerusalem above,' and
the Holy of holies there," which will, I know,
be the end of suffering and struggle to those

who here bravely travel on the way. Among
whom are ye also called to be Saints,'^ a people

of possession, a royal priesthood, /^ the most ex-

cellent portion of the Lord, a whole river from

a drop, a heavenly lamp from a spark, a tree

from a grain of mustard seed," on which the

birds come and lodge.

ID. These Ave present to you, dear shep-

herds, these we offer to you, with these we
welcome our friends, and guests, and fellow

pilgrims. We have nothing fairer or more
splendid to offer to you, for we have selected

) the greatest of all our possessions, that you may
see that, strangers as we are, we are not in

want, but though poor are making many rich.^

If these things are small and unworthy of

notice, I would fain learn what is greater and
of more account. For, if it be no great thing

to have established and strengthened with

wholesome doctrines a city which is the eye

of the universe, in its exceeding strength by
sea and land, which is, as it were, the link be-

tween the Eastern and Western shores, in

which the extremities of the world from every

side meet together, and from which, as the

common mart of the faith, they take their

rise, a city borne hither and thither on the

eddying currents of so many tongues, it will

be long ere anything be considered great or

01 Sam. vi. i. /3 Hos. iv. 6.

y Co through, etc. This passage refers to the restoration of the
churches to the orthodox by Thcodosius, Jan. lo, A.n. 381.

6 Isai. Ixii. lo. e Rev. ii. i. f Isai. Ixii. 10.

jj lb. Ivii. 14. 6 Acts vii. 48. i Gal. iv. 26.
It Hcb. ix. 3, 24. A Roin. i. 6.

It, 1 Pet. ii. 9. V S. Matt, xiii, 21. f 2 Cor. vi. 10.

i

worthy of esteem. But if it be indeed a sub-

ject for praise, allow to us some glory on this

account, since we have contributed in some
portion to these results which ye see.

11. Lift up thine eyes round about, and see,"^

thou critic of my words ! See the crown
which has been platted in return for the

hirelings of Ephraim^ and the crown of inso-

lence ; see the assembly of the i)resbyters,

honoured for years and wisdom, the fair order

of the deacons, who are not far from the

same Spirit, the good conduct of the readers,

the people's eagerness for teaching, both of

men and women, who are equally renowned
for virtue : the men, whether philosoi)hers or

simple folk, being alike wise in divine things,

whether rulers or ruled, being all in this re-

spect duly under rule ; whether soldiers or

nobles, students or men of letters, being all

soldiers V of God, though in all other respects

meek, ready to fight for the Spirit, all rever-

encing the assembly above, to which we ob-

tain an entrance, not by the mere letter, but

by the quickening Spirit, all in very deed
being men of reason, and worshippers of Him
Who is in truth the Word : the women, if

married, being united by a Divine rather than

by a carnal bond ; if unwedded and free,

being entirely dedicated to God ; whether
young or old, some honourably advancing

towards old age, others eagerly striving to re-

main immortal, being renewed by the best of

hopes.

12. To those who platted this crown—that

which I speak, I speak it not after the Lord,^

nevertheless I will say it—I also have given

assistance. Some of them are the result of

my words, not of those which we have ut-

tered at random, but of those which we have

loved—nor again of those which are mere-

tricious, though the language and manners of

the harlot have been slanderously attributed to

me, but of those which are most grave. Some
of them are the offspring and fruit of my
Spirit, as the Spirit can beget those who rise

superior to the body. To this I have no
doubt that those who are kindly among you,

nay all of you, will testify, since I have been

the husbandman of all : and my sole reward is

your confession. For we neither have, nor

have had, any other object. For virtue, that

it may remain virtue, is without reward, its

eyes fixed alone on that which is good.

13. Would you have me say something

still more venturesome ? Do you see the

tongues of the enemy made gentle, and those

I

a Isai. Ix. 4.

Y 2 Tim. ii. 3.

/3 lb. xxviii. i (LXX.).
6 2 Cor. xi, 17.
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who made war upon the Godhead against me
tranquillised ? This also is the result of our

Spirit, of our husbandry. For we are not un-

disciplined in our exercise of discipline, nor

do we hurl insults, as many do, who assail not

the argument but the speaker, and sometimes

strive by their invective to hide the weakness

of their reasoning ; as the cuttlefish are said

to cast forth ink before them, in order to

escape from their i)ursuers, or themselves

to hunt others when unperceived. But we
show that our warfare is in behalf of Christ

by fighting as Christ, the peaceable and
meek,* Who has borne our infirmities, fought.^

Though peaceable, we do not injure the word
of truth, by yielding a jot, to gain a reputa-

tion for reasonableness ; for we do not pursue

that which is good Ijy means of ill : and we
are peaceable by the legitimate character of

our warfare, confined as it is to our own
limits, and the rules of the Spirit. Upon
these points, this is my decision, and I lay

down the law for all stewards of souls and dis-

pensers of the Word : neither to exasperate

others by their harshness, nor to render them
arrogant by submissiveness : but to be of

good words in treating of the Word, and in

neither direction to overstep the mean.

14. But you are perhaps longing for me to

give an exposition of the faith, in so far as I

am able. For I shall myself be sanctified by
the effort of memory, and the ]jeople also will

be benefited, by its si)ecial delight in such

discussions, and you will fully acknowledge
it^unlcss we are the objects of gromidless

envy, as the rivals, in the manifestation of the

truth, of those whom we do not excel. For
as, of deep waters, some in the depths are

utterly hidden, some foam against any ob-

struction, and hesitate a while before breaking

(as they promise to our ears), some do actu-

ally break ; so also, of those who are profess-

ors of the Divine philosophy—setting aside

the utterly misguided—some keep their piety
'

entirely secret and hidden within themselves, \

some are not far from the birth pangs, avoid-

ing imi)iety, yet not speaking out their piety,
|

cither from cautious reserve in their teach-
j

ing, or under pressure of fear, behig themselves

sotmd, as they say, in mind, but not making
sound their people, as if they had been en-

trusted with the government of their own
souls, but not of those of others ; while there

are some who make i)ul)lic their treasure, un-
able to restrain themselves from giving birth

to their piety, and not considering that to be

a S. Matt. xi. 29. ^ lb. viil. 17; Is.li, liii. 4.

salvation which saves themselves alone, with-

out bestowing upon others the overflow of

their ble.ssings. Among these would I range

myself, and all who by my side have nobly

dared to confess the truth.

15. One concise proclamation of our teach-

ing, an inscription intelligible to all, is this

people, which so sincerely worships the Trin-

ity, that it would sooner sever anyone from

this life, than sever one of the three from the

Godhead : of one mind, of equal zeal, and
united to one another, to us and to the Trin-

ity by unity of doctrine. Briefly to run over

its details: That which is without beginning,

and is the beginning, and is with the begin-

ing, is one God. For the nature of that

which is without beginning does not consist

in being without beginning or being unbe-

gotten, for the nature of anything lies, not in

what it is not but in what it is. It is the

assertion of what is, not the denial of what is

not. And the Beginning is not, because it is

a beginning, separated from that which has

no beginning. For its beginning is not its

nature, any more than the being without be-

ginning is the nature of the other. For these

are the accompaniments of the nature, not

the nature itself. That again which is with

that which has no beginning, and with the

beginning, is not anything else than what they

are. Now, the name of that which has no
beginning is the Father, and of the Beginning
the Son, and of that which is with the Begin-

ning, the Holy Ghost, and the three have
one Nature—God. And the union is the

Father from Whom and to ^Vhom the order

of Persons runs its course, not so as to be

confounded, but so as to be possessed, with-

out distinction of time, of will, or of power.

For these things in our case produce a plural-

ity of individuals, since each of them is separ-

ate both from every other quality, and from

every other individual posse.ssion of the same
quality. But to Those who have a simple

nature, and whose essence is the same, the

term One belongs in its highest sense.

16. Let us then bid farewell to all con-

tentious shiftings and balancings of the truth

on either side, neither, like the Sabellians,

assailing the Trinity in the interest of the

Unity, and so destroying the distinction by
a wicked confusion ; nor, like the Arians,

assailing the Unity in the interest of the

Trinity, and l)y an impious distinction over-

throwing the Oneness. For our object is not

to exchange one evil for another, but to en-

sure our attainment of that which is ^ood.

These are the jjlaythings of the Wicked One,
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who is ever swaying our fortunes towards the

evil. But we, walking along the royal road

which lies between the two extremes, which
is the seat of the virtues, as the authorities

say, believe in the Father, the Son and the

Holy Ghost, of one Substance and glory ; in

^V'hom also baptism has its perfection, both

nominally and really (thou knowest who hast

been initiated ! ) ; being a denial of atheism

and a confession of Godhead ; and thus we are

regenerated, acknowledging the Unity in the

Essence and in the undivided worship, and
the Trinity in the Hypostases or Persons

(which term some prefer.) And let not those

who are contentious on these points utter

their scandalous taunts, as if our faith de-

pended on terms and not on realities. For
what do you mean who assert the three Hypo-
stases? Do you imply three Essences by the

term ? I am assured that you would loudly

shout against those who do so. For you teach

that the Essence of the Three is One and
the same. What do you mean, who assert the

Three Persons ? Do you imagine a single

compound sort of being, with three faces,**

or of an entirely human form ? Perish the

thought ! You too will loudly reply that he

who thinks thus, will never see the face of

God, whatever it may be. What is the

meaning of the Hypostases of the one party,

of the Persons of the other, to ask this fur-

ther question ? That They are three, Who are

distinguished not by natures, but by proper-

ties.^ Excellent. How could men agree

and harmonize better than you do, even if

there be a difference between the syllables

you use? You see what a reconciler I am,
bringing you back from the letter to the sense,

as we do with the Old and New Testaments.

17. But, to resume: let us speak of the

Unbegotten, the Begotten, and the Proceed-

ing, if anyone likes to create names : for we
shall have no fear of bodily conceptions at-

taching to Those who are not embodied, as

the calumniators of the Godhead think. For
the creature must be called God's, and this is

for us a great thing, but God never. Other-

wise I shall admit that God is a creature, if 1

become God, in the strict sense of the term.

For this is the truth. If God, He is not a

creature; for the creature ranks with us who
are not Gods. And if a creature, he is not

God, for he had a beginning in time. And
there was a time when he who had a begin-

ning was not. And that of which non-exist-

o ]l'ith three faces (or masks). A pl.iy upon the word
npaamTtov which is used in theology in the sense of Person.

P Properties. Cf. xliii. 30, note.

ence was its prior condition, has not being in

the strict sense of the term. And how can

that, which strictly has not being, be God ?

Not one single one, then, of the Three is

a creature, nor, what is worse, came into being

for my sake ; for in that ca.se he would be not

only a creature, but inferior in honour to us.

For, if I am for the glory of God, and he is

for my sake, as the tongs for the waggon, the

saw for the door, I am his superior in causal-

ity. For in whatever degree God is superior

to creatures, in the same degree is he, who
came into being for my sake, inferior to me
who exist for God's sake.

18. Moreover, the Moabites and Ammonites
must not even be allowed to enter <* into the

Church of God, I mean those sophistical,

mischievous arguments which encpiire curi-

ously into the generation and inexpressible

procession of God, and rashly set themselves

in array against the Godhead : as if it were
necessary that those things which it is beyond
the power of language to set forth, nuist either

be accessible to them alone, or else have no
existence because they have not compre-
hended them. We however, following the

Divine Scriptures, and removing out of the

way of the blind the stumbling blocks con-

tained in them, will cling to salvation, daring

any and every thing rather than arrogance

against God. As for the evidences, we leave

them to others, since they have been set forth

by many, and by ourselves also with no little

care. And indeed, it would be a very shame-
ful thing for me at this time to be gathering

together proofs for what has all along been
believed. For it is not the best order of

things, first to teach and then to learn, even in

matters which are small and of no conse-

quence, and much more in those which are

Divine and of such great importance. Nor,

again, is it proper to the present occasion to

explain and disentangle the difficulties of

Scripture, a task requiring fuller and more
careful consideration than our present purpose

will allow. Such then, to sum up, is our

teaching. I have entered into these details,

with no intention of contending against the

adversaries : for I have already often, even if it

be imperfectly, fought out the question with

them : but in order that I might exhibit to

you the character of my teaching, that you
might see whether I have not a share in the

defence of your own, and do not take my
stand on the same side, and opposed to the

same enemies as yourselves.

a Dcut. xxiii. 3.
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19. You have now, my friends, heard the

defence of my presence here : if it be deserv-

ing of praise, thanks are due for it to God,
and to you who called me ; if it has fallen

below your expectation, I give thanks even on
this behalf. For I am assured that it has not

been altogether deserving of censure, and am
confident that you also admit this. Have we
at all made a gain" of this people ? Have we
consulted at all our own interests, as I see is

most often the case ? Have we caused any

vexation to the Church ? To others possibly,

with whose idea that they had gained judg-

ment against ns by default, we have joined

issue in our argument ; but in no wise, as far

as I am aware, to you. I have taken no ox

of yours, ^ says the great Samuel, in his conten-

tion against Israel on the subject of the king,

nor any propitiation for your souls, the Lord

is witness among you, nor this, nor that, pro-

ceeding at greater length, that I may not

count up every particular ; but I have kept the

priesthood pure and imalloyed. And if I

have loved power, or the height of a throne,

or to tread Kings' courts, may I never possess

any distinction, or if I gain it, may I be

hurled from it.

20. What then do I mean ? I am no pro-

ficient in virtue without reward, having not

attained to so high a degree of virtue. Give
me the reward of my labours. What reward ?

Not that which some, prone to any suspicion

would suppose, but that which it is safe for me
to seek. Give me a respite from my long

labours
;
give honour to my foreign service

;

elect another in my place, the one who is be-

ing eagerly sought on your behalf, someone
who is clean of hands, someone who is not

unskilled in voice, someone who is able to

gratify you on all points, and share with you
the ecclesiastical cares ; for this is especially

the time for such. But behold, I pray you,

the condition of this body, so drained by time,

by disease, by toil. What need have you of a

timid and unmanly old man, who is, so to

speak, dying day by day, not only in body,

but even in powers of mind, who finds it

difficult to enter into these details before you ?

Disobey not the voice of your teacher : for

indeed you have never yet disobeyed it. I

am weary of being charged with my gentle-

I ness. I am weary of being assailed in words
and in envy by enemies, and by our own.
Some aim at my breast, and are less success-

ful in their effort, for an open enemy can be

guarded against. Others lie in wait for my

a 2 Cor. xli. 17. P I Kings xii. 3.

back, and give greater pain, for the unsus-

pected blow is the more fatal. If again I have

l)een a j^ilot, I have been one of the most

skilful ; the sea has been boisterous around us,

boiling about the ship, and there has been con-

siderable uproar among the passengers, who
have always been fighting about something or

another, and roaring against one another and
the waves. What a struggle I have had,

seated at the helm, contending alike with the

sea and the passengers, to bring the vessel safe

to land through this double storm ? Had they

in every way su^jported me, safety would have
been hardly won, and when they were opposed

to me, how has it been possible to avoid mak-
ing shipwreck ?

2 1 . What more need be said ? But how
can I bear this holy war ? For there has

been said to be a holy, as well as a Persian,

war." How shall I unite and join together

the hostile occupants of sees, and hostile pas-

tors, and the people broken up along with,

and opposed to them, as if by some chasms
caused by earthquakes between neighbour-

ing and adjoining places ; or as, in pesti-

lential diseases, befalls servants and mem-
bers of the family, when the sickness readily

attacks in succession one after another ; and
besides the very quarters of the globe are af-

fected by the spirit of faction, so that East

and West are arrayed on opposite sides, and
bid fair to be severed in opinion no less than

in position. How long are parties to be mine
and yours, the old and the new, the more
rational and the more spiritual, the more
noble and the more ignoble, the more and the

less numerous ? I am ashamed of my old age,

when, after being saved by Christ, I am called

by the nam^ of others.

22.^ I cannot bear your horse races and
theatres, and this rage for rivalry in expense

and party spirit. We unharness, and harness

ourselves on the other side, we neigh against

each other, we almost beat the air, as they do,

and fling the dust towards heaven, like those

which are excited ; and under other masks
satisfy our own rivalry, and become evil ar-

biters of emulation, and senseless judges of

affairs. To-day sharing the same thrones and
opinions, if our leadei-s thus carry us along

;

to-morrow hostile alike in position and opin-

ion, if the wind blows in the contrary direc-

tion. Amid the variations of friendship and
hatred, our names also vary : and what is most

a .1 IMy U'lir. That against the I'hocians to avenge tlicir sac-
rilci;c at Dclph!.

P § 22 is a comparison of Kctlosiastlcal partis.inshiji to the emn-
lation and party spirit connected with the horse races in the amphi-
theatre.
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terrible, we are not ashamed to set forth con-

trary doctrines to the same audience ; nor are

we constant to the same objects, being ren-

dered different at different times by our con-

tentiousness. They are hke the ebb and flow

of some narrow strait.* For as when the

children are at play in the midst of the mar-

ket place, it would be most disgraceful and
unbecoming for us to leave our household

business, and join them ; for children's toys

are not becoming for old age : so, when others

are contending, even if I am better informed

than the majority, I could not allow my-
self to be one of them, rather than, as I now
do, enjoy the freedom of obscurity. For, be-

sides all this, my feeling is that I do not, on
most points, agree with the majority, and can-

not bear to walk in the same way. Rash and
stupid though it may be, such is my feeling.

That which is pleasant to others causes pain

to me, and I am pleased with what is painful

to others. So that I should not be surprised

if I were even imprisoned as a disagreeable

man, and thought by most men to be out of my
senses, as is said to have been the case with

one of the Greek philosophers, whose modera-

tion exposed him to the charge of madness,

because he laughed at everything, since he saw

that the objects of the eager pursuit of the ma-

jority were ridiculous ; or even be thought full

of new Avine as were in later days the disciples

of Christ, because they spoke with tongues,^

since men knew not that it was the power of

the Spirit, and not a distraction of mind.

23. Now, consider the charges laid against

us. You have been ruler of the church, it is

said, for so long, and favoured by the course

of time, and the influence of the sovereign, a

most important matter. What change have

we been able to notice ? How many men
have in days gone by used us outrageously ?

What sufferings have we failed to undergo ?

Ill-usage ? Threats ? Banishment ? Plunder ?

Confiscation ? The burning v of priests at sea ?

The desecration of temples by the blood of

the saints, till, instead of temples, they became
charnel-houses ? The public slaughter of aged

Bishops, to speak more accurately, of Patri-

archs ? The denial of access to every place

in the case of the godly alone ? In fact

any kind of suffering which could be men-
tioned ? And for which of these have we re-

quited the wrongdoers ? For the wheel of

fortune gave us the pow-er of rightly treating

those who so treated us, and our persecutors

ought to have received a lesson. Apart from

a Ntirr<yiv strait^ lit. Euripus. P Acts ii. 4.

y The burnings etc., cf. This was by order of Valens.

all Other things, speaking only of our experi-

ences, not to mention your own, have we
not been persecuted, maltreated, driven from

churches, houses, and, most terrible of all,

even from the deserts ? Have we not had to

endure an enraged people, insolent governors,

the disregard of Emperors and their decrees ?

What was the result ? We became stronger, and
our persecutors took to flight. That was actually

the case. The power to requite them seemed
to me a sufficient vengeance on those who
had wronged us. These men thought other-

wise ; for they are exceedingly exact and just

in requiting : and accordingly they demand "

what the state of things permits. What gov-

ernor, they say, has been fined ? What popu-
lace chastised ? What ringleaders of the pop-
ulace ? What fear of ourselves have we been
able to inspire for the future ?

24. Perhaps^ w^e may be reproached, as we
have been before, with the exquisite character

of our table, the splendour of our apparel, the

officers who precede us, our haughtiness to

those w'ho meet us. I was not aware that w'e

ought to rival the consuls, the governors, the

most illustrious generals, who have no oppor-

tunity of lavishing their incomes ; or that our

belly ought to hunger for the enjoyment of

the goods of the j^oor, and to expend their

necessaries on superfluities, and belch forth

over the altars. I did not know that w^e ought

to ride on splendid horses, and drive in mag-
nificent carriages, and be preceded by a pro-

cession and surrounded by applause, and have

everyone make way for us, as if we were wild

beasts, and open out a passage so that our ap-

proach might be seen afar. If these sufferings

have been endured, they have now passed

away : Forgive me this wrong.v Elect an-

other who will please the majority : and
give me my desert, my country life, and my
God, Whom alone I may have to please, and
shall please by my simple life. It is a painful

thing to be deprived of speeches and confer-

ences, and public gatherings, and applause

like that which now lends wings to my
thoughts, and relatives, and friends and hon-

ours, and the beauty and grandeur of the city,

and its brilliancy which dazzles those who
look at the surface without investigating the

inner nature of things ; but yet not so pain-

ful as being clamoured against and besmirched

amid public disturbances and agitations, which
trim their sails to the popular breeze. For
they seek not for priests, but for orators, not

a Demand. After all these persecutions, some thought S.

Gregory ought to have used his influence with Thcodosiiis to re-

quite or punish the former persecutors of the orthodox.

|3 Perhaps, an ironical passage. y a Cor. xii. i.^.
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for stewards of souls, but for treasurers of

money, not for pure offerers of the sacrifice,

but for powerful patrons. I Avill say a word

in their defence : we have thus trained them,

by becoming all things to all men,"' whether to

save or destroy all, i know not.

25. What say you? Are you persuaded,

have you been overcome by my words ? Or

must 1 use stronger terms in order to persuade

you ? Yea by the Trinity Itself, Whom you

and I alike worship, by our common hoj^e,

and for the sake of the unity of this people,

grant me this favour ; dismiss me with your

prayers ; let this be the proclamation of my
contest

;
give me my certificate of retirement,

as sovereigns do to their soldiers ; and, if you

will, with a favourable testimony, that I may
enjoy the honour of it ; if not, just as you

please ; this will make no difference to me, un-

til God sees what my case really is. What suc-

cessor then shall we elect? God will pro-

vide Himself^ a shepherd for the office, as He
once provided a lamb for a burnt-offering. I

only make this further request,—let him be

one who is the object of envy, not the object

of pity ; not one who yields everything to all,

but one who can on some points offer resist-

ance for the sake of what is best : for though

the one is most pleasant, the other is most

profitable. So do you prepare for me your

addresses of dismissal : I will now bid you

farewell.

26. Farewell my Anastasia,v whose name
is redolent of piety : for thou hast raised up

for us the doctrine which was in contempt

:

farewell, scene of our common victory,

modern Shiloh,* where the tabernacle was

first fixed, after being carried about in its

wanderings for forty years in the wilderness.

Farewell likewise, grand and renowned tem-

ple, our new inheritance, whose greatness is

now due to the Word, which once wast a

Jebus,^ and hast now been made by us a Jeru-

salem. Farewell, all ye others, inferior only to

this in beauty, scattered through the various

parts of the city, like so many links, uniting

together each your own neighbourhood, Avhich

have been filled with worshippers of whose

existence we had despaired, not by me, in

my weakness, but by the grace which was

with me.^ Farewell, ye Apostles,'' noble set-

tlers here, my masters in the strife ; if I have

a I Cor. ix. 22. /3 Gen. xxii. 8.

y Anastasia. The little church "of the Resurrection " in

which the orthodox Christians worshipped with S. Gregory .ti

first on his arrival, while the churches of the city were held by the

heretics.

6 Josh, xviii. T. e 1 Chron. xi. 4. f i Cor. xv. to.

r\ Apostles. The Churcli of the Holy Apostles, to which Cou-
Stantius translated the relics of SS. Andrew, Luke and Timothy.

not often kept festival with you, it has been

possibly due to the Satan " which I, like S.

Paul,P who was one of you, carry about in my
body for my own profit, and which is the

cause of my now leaving you. Farewell, my
throne, envied and perilous height ; farewell

assembly of high priests, honoured by the

dignity and age of its priests, and all ye

others ministers of God round the holy table,

drawing nigh to the God Who draws nigh

to you.Y Farewell, choirs of Nazarites, har-

monies of the Psalter, night-long stations, ven-

erable virgins, decorous matrons, gatherings

of Avidows and orphans, and ye eyes of the

poor, turned towards God and towards me.

Farewell, hospitable and Christ-loved dwell-

ings, helpers of my infirmity. Farewell, ye

lovers of ray discourses, in your eagerness

and concourse, ye pencils seen and unseen,

and thou balustrade, pressed upon by those who
thrust themselves forward to hear the word.

Farewell, Emperors, and palace, and minis-

ters and household of the Emperor, whether

faithful or not to him, I know not, but

for the most part, unfaithful to God. Clap

your hands, shout aloud, extol your orator

to the skies. This pestilent and garrulous

tongue has ceased to speak to you. Though
it will not utterly cease to speak : for it v.ill

fight with hand and ink : but for the present

we have ceased to speak.

27. Farewell, mighty Christ -loving city.

I will testify to the truth, though thy zeal be

not according to knowledge.* Our separation

renders us more kindly. Approach the truth :

be converted at this late hour. Honour God
more than you have been wont to do. It is

no disgrace to change, while it is fatal to

cling to evil. Farewell, East and West, for

whom and against whom I have had to fight

;

He is witness. Who will give you peace, if

but a few would imitate my retirement. For

those who resign their thrones will not also

lose God, but will have the seat on high,

which is far more exalted and secure. Last

of all, and most of all. I will crv.—farewell

ye Angels, guardians of this church, and of

my presence and pilgrimage, since our affairs

arc in the hands of God. Farewell, O Trin-

ity, my meditation, and my glory. Mayest

Thou be preserved by those who are here,

and preserve them, my people : for they are

mine, even if I have my j^lace assigned else-

where ; and may I learn that Thou art ever

extolled and glorified in word and conduct.

a Satan, i.f., "Thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan"—in

S. Gregory's case serious ill health.

/3 Cor. xvii. 7. y S. James iv. 8. 6 Rom. x. a,
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My children, keep, I pray you, that which

is committed to your trust." Remember my
stonings.^ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ

be with you all. Amen.

INTRODUCTION TO ORATION XLIII.

The Panegyric ox S. Basil.

S. Basil died January i, a.d. 379. A se-

rious illness, in addition to other causes, pre-

vented S. Gregory from being present at his

funeral (Epist. 79). Benoit holds that an

expression (Epitaph, cxix. 38) in which S.

Gregory says that his "lips are fettered"

proves that he was still in retirement at Seleu-

cia. This is an unwarranted deduction. In

this Oration, § 2, the Saint, alluding to his

illness in disparaging terms, alleges his la-

bours at Constantinople as a more pressing

reason for his absence : and says that he un-

dertook the task according to the judgment

of S. Basil. This implies that S. Gregory

went to Constantinople before the death of

S. Basil, or that he had then been influenced

by his friend's advice and was on the point of

setting out—more probably the former, as we
may be sure that, if S. Gregory had been still

at Seleucia, no reason but physical incapacity

would have kept him from his friend's side.

His pressing duties at Constantinople and the

difficulties of the long journey were the " other

causes" of his letter to S. Gregory of Nyssa:

and we know that he suffered from serious ill-

ness at Constantinople (Carm. xi. 887. Orat.

xxiii. i). S. Gregory left Constantinople in

June, A.D. 381, and Tillemont places the date

of this Oration soon after his return to Nazi-

anzus. Benoit thinks that it vras probably

delivered on the anniversary of S. Basil's

death. The Oration, as all critics are agreed,

is one of great i)ower and beauty. Its length

(62 pages folio), the physical weakness of the

speaker, and the limits of the endurance of

even an interested audience, incline us to sup-

pose that it v^^as not spoken in its present

form. We cannot well set aside expressions

which clearly point to actual delivery, but it

may have been amplified later.

Funeral Oration on the Great S. Basil,

Bishop of CiESAREA in Cappadocia.

1. It has then been ordained that the great

Basil, who used so constantly to furnish me with

subjects for my discourses., of which he was

a I Tim. vi. 20. pCol. 18.

quite as proud as any other man of his own,
should himself now furnish me with the grand-

est subject which has ever fallen to the lot of

an orator. For I think that if anyone de-

sired, in making trial of his powers of elo-

quence, to test them by the standard of that

one of all his subjects which he jirefcrrcd (as

painters do with epoch-making pictures), he
would choose that which stood first of all

others, but would set aside this as beyond the

l)owers of human eloquence. So great a task

is the praise of such a man, not only to me,
who have long ago laid aside all thought of

emulation, but even to those who live for elo-

quence, and whose sole object is the gaining

of glory by subjects like this. Such is my
opinion, and, as I persuade myself, with perfect

justice. But I know not what subject I can
treat with eloquence, if not this ; or what great-

er favour I can do to myself, to the admirers

of virtue, or to eloquence itself, than express

our admiration for this man. To me it is

the discharge of a most sacred debt. And
our speech is a debt beyond all others due to

those who have been gifted, in particular,

with powers of speech. To the admirers of

virtue a discourse is at once a pleasure and an

incentive to virtue. For when " I have learned

the praises of men, I have a distinct idea of

their progress : now, there is none of us all,

within whose power it is not to attain to any
point whatsoever in that progress. As for

eloquence itself, in either case, all must go
well with it. For, if the discourse be almost

worthy of its subject—eloquence will have
given an exhibition of its power : if it fall far

short of it, as must be the case when the

praises of Basil are being set forth, by an
actual demonstration of its incapacity, it will

have declared the superiority of the excel-

lences of its subject to all expression in

words.

2. I'hese are the reasons which have urged

me to speak, and to address myself to this con-

test. And at my late appearance, long after

his praises have been set forth by so many,
who have publicly and privately done him
honour, let no one be surprised. Yea, may
I be pardoned by that divine soul, the object

of my constant reverence ! And as, when he

was amongst us, he constantly corrected me
in many points, according to the rights of a

friend and the still higher law ; for I am not

ashamed to say this, for he was a standard of

virtue to us all ; so now, looking down upon
me from above, he will treat me with indul-

a For lohcn, etc. This sccms to be thq sense of an aJmittertly

dilTicult sentence.
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gence. I ask pardon too of any here who are

among his warmest admirers, if indeed any-

one can be warmer than another, and we
are not all abreast in our zeal for his good
fame. For it is not contempt which has

caused me to fall short of what might have

been expected of me : nor have I been so re-

gardless of the claims of virtue or of friend-

ship ; nor have I thought that to praise him
befitted any other more than me. No ! my
first reason was, that I shrunk from this task,

for I will say the truth, as priests " do, who
approach their sacred duties before being

cleansed both in voice and mind. In the

second place, I remind you, though you know
it well, of the task ^ in which I was engaged

on behalf of the true doctrine, which had
been properly forced upon me, and had carried

me from home, according, as I suppose, to the

will of God, and certainly according to the

judgment of our noble champion of the truth,

the breath of whose life was pious doctrine

alone, such as promotes the salvation of the

whole world. As for my bodily health, I

ought not, perhaps, to dare to mention it,

when my subject is a man so doughty in his

conquest of the body, even before his removal

hence, and who maintained that no powers of

the soul should suffer hindrance from this our

fetter. Y So much for my defence. I do not

think I need labour it further, in speaking of

him to you who know so clearly my affairs.

I must now proceed with my eulogy, com-
mending myself to his God, in order that my
commendations may not i^rove an insult to

the man, and that I may not lag far behind all

others ; even though we all equally fall as far

short of his due, as those who look upon the

heavens or the rays of the Sun.

3. Had I seen him to be proud of his

birth, and the rights of birth, or any of those

infinitely little objects of those whose eyes are

on the ground, we should have had to inspect

a new catalogue of the Heroes. What details

as to his ancestors might I not have laid under

contribution ! Nor would even history have

had any advantage over me, since I claim

this advantage, that his celebrity depends, not

upon fiction or legend, but upon actual facts

attested by many witnesses. On his father's

side Pontus offers to me many details, in no
wise inferior to its wonders of old time, of

which all history and poesy are full ; * there

o As /rifsis, or, more gcncr.-illy, " as those who approach our
temples." In the K. there were lavcrs at the entrance to the

churches for tlio ablutions of inlciuliiig worshippers.

/3
<'/" i/te tas/c, i.e., of rostorinp; the orlhodo.v faith in Const.inti-

noplc. 7 I''ftti'r, i.e., the body.
6 History and^esy, e.g., Xcnophon, I'olybius, auj ApoUonius.

are many others concerned with this my na-

tive land, of illustrious men of Cappadocia,

renowned for its youthful progeny," no less

than for its horses. Accordingly we match
with his father's family that of his mother.

What family owns more numerous, or more
illustrious generals and governors, or court

officials, or again, men of wealth, and lofty

thrones, and public honours, and oratori-

cal renown? If it were permitted me to

wish to mention them, I would make noth-

ing of the Pelopida^ and Cecropida^, the

Alcmaeonids, the yEacidaj, and Heracleidce,

and other most noble families : inasmuch as

they, in default of public merit in their hoase,

betake themselves to the region of uncertainty,

claiming demigods and divinities, merely

mythical personages, as the glory of their

ancestors, whose most vaunted details are in-

credible, and those which we can believe are

an infamy.

4. But since our subject is a man who has

maintained that each man's nobility is to be

judged of according to his own worth, and
that, as forms and colours, and likewise our

most celebrated and most infamous horses,

are tested by their own properties, so we too

ought not to be depicted in borrowed plumes
;

after mentioning one or two traits, which,

though inherited from his ancestors, he made
his own by his life, and which are specially

likely to give pleasure to my hearers, I will

then proceed to deal with the man himself.

Different families and individuals have differ-

ent points of distinction and interest, great

or small, which, like a patrimony of longer or

shorter descent, come down to posterity : the

distinction of his family on either side was
piety, which I now proceed to display.

5. There was a persecution, the most fright-

ful and severe of all; I mean, as you know,
the persecution of Maximinus, which, follow-

ing closely upon those which immediately

preceded it, made them all seem gentle, by
its excessive audacity, and by its eagerness to

win the crown of violence in imi)iety. It

was overcome by many oi' our champions,

who wrestled with it to the death, or well-

nigh to the death, with only life enough left

in them to survive their victory, and not

pass away in the midst of the struggle

;

remaining to be trainers^ in virtue, living

witnesses, breathing trophies, silent exhor-

tations, among whose numerous ranks were

found Basil's paternal ancestors, upon whom,

a Rcnowncti, etc. Cf. Homer, Od. i.\. 27.

/3 Trainers, lit. "anointcrs"—those who physically and by
their advice prepared athletes for their exercises.

kjk



THE PANEGYRIC ON S. BASIL. 397

in their practice of every form of piety, that

Iieriod bestowed many a fair garland. So
prepared and determined were they to bear

readily all those things on account of which
Christ crowns those who have imitated His
struggle on our behalf.

6. But since their strife must needs be law-

ful, and the law of martyrdom alike forbids

us voluntarily to go to meet it (in considera-

tion for the persecutors, and for the weak) or

to shrink from it if it comes upon us ; for the

former shows foolhardiness, the latter coward-
ice ; in this respect they paid due honour to

the Lawgiver ; but what was their device, or

rather, to what were they led by the Provi-

dence which guided them in all things?

They betook themselves to a thicket on the

mountains of Pontus, of which there are many
deep ones of considerable extent, with very
few comrades of their flight, or attendants

upon their needs. Let others marvel at the

length of time, for their flight was exceed-

ingly prolonged, to about seven years, or a

little more, and their mode of life, dehcately

nurtured as they were, was straitened and
unusual, as may be imagined, with the dis-

comfort of its exposure to frost and heat and
rain : and the wilderness allowed no fellow-

ship or converse with friends : a great trial

to men accustomed to the attendance and
honour of a numerous retinue. But I will

proceed to speak of what is still greater and
more extraordinary : nor will anyone fail to

credit it, save those who, in their feeble and
dangerous judgment, think little of perse-

cutions and dangers for Christ's sake.

7. These noble men, suffering from the

lapse of time, and feeling a distaste for ordin-

ary food, felt a longing for something more
appetising. They did not indeed speak as

Israel did,** for they were not murmurers ^ like

them, in their afflictions in the desert, after

the escape from Egypt—that Egypt would
have been better for them than the wilderness,

in the bountiful supply of its flesh-pots, and
other dainties which they had left behind
them there, for the brickmaking and the clay

seemed nothing to them then in their folly

—

but in a more pious and faithful manner. For
why, said they, is it incredible that the God
of wonders, who bountifully fed> in the wilder-

ness his homeless and fugitive people, raining

bread upon them, and abounding in quails,

nourishing them not only with necessaries,

but even with luxuries : that He, Who di-

vided the sea,* and stayed the sun,' and parted

a Exod. xvi. 2 ct se<i.

S [h. xiv. 21.

VOL. VII.

I Cor. X. 10.

( Jo:>h. iii.

y I'.xod. xvi. 13.

lO ; X. 12.

the river, with all the other things that He
has done ; for under such circumstances the

mind is wont to recur to history, and sing the

praises of God's many wonders : that He,
they went on, should feed us chamjiions of

piety with dainties to-day ? Many animals

which have escaped the tables of the rich,

have their lairs in these mountains, and many
eatable birds fly over our longing heads, any
of which can surely be caught at the mere fiat

of Thy will ! At these words, their quarry

lay before them, with food come of its own
accord, a complete banquet prepared without

effort, stags appearing all at once from some
place in the hills. How splendid they were !

how fat ! how ready for the slaughter ! It

might almost be imagined that they were an-

noyed at not having been summoned earlier.

Some of them made signs to draw others after

them, the rest followed their lead. Who pur'

sued and drove them ? No one. What riders ?

What kind of dogs, what barking, or cry,

or young men who had occupied the exits

according to the rules of the chase? They
were the prisoners of prayer and righteous

petition. Who has known such a hunt among
men of this, or any day ?

8. O what a wonder ! They were themselves

stewards of the chase ; what they would, was
caught by the mere will to do so ; what was
left, they sent away to the thickets, for another

meal. The cooks were extemporised, the

dinner exquisite, the guests were grateful for

this wonderful foretaste of their hopes. And
hence they grew more earnest in their struggle,

in return for which they had received this bless-

ing. Such is my history. And do thou, my
persecutor, in thy admiration for legends, tell

of thy huntresses," and Orions, and Actaeons,

those ill-fated hunters, and the hind substituted

for the maiden,^ if any such thing rouses thee

to emulation, and if we grant that this story

is no legend. The sequel of the tale is too

disgraceful. For what is the benefit of the

exchange, if a maiden is saved to be taught to

murder her guests, and learn to requite hu- /

manity with inhumanity ? Let this one in-

stance, such as it is, chosen out of many, repre-

sent the rest, as far as I am concerned. I

have not related it to contribute to his repu-

tation : for neither does the sea stand in need
of the rivers which flow into it, many and
great though they be, nor does the present

subject of my praises need any contributions

to his fair fame. No ! my object is to exhibit

a Huntresses, csp. Artemi'.. a passion for whom was fatal to

Orion aniJ Actajon.

The maidini, Ipliigcnia, daughter of Agamcmnop.

F. e
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I the character of his ancestors, and the exam-
' pie before his eyes, which he so far excelled.

For if other men find it a great additional ad-

vantage to receive somewhat of their honour

from their forefathers, it is a greater thing for

hiin to have made such an addition to the

original stock that the stream seems to have

run uphill.

9. The union of his i)arents, cemented as it

was by a community of virtue, no less than

by cohabitation, was notable for many rea-

sons, especially for generosity to the poor, for

hosi)ilalily, for purity of soul as the result of

self-discipline, for the dedication to God of a

portion of their property, a matter not as yet

so much cared for by most men, as it now
has grown to be, in consequence of such pre-

vious exami)les, as have given distinction to

it, and for all those other points, which have

been published throughout Pontus and Cap-

l)adocia, to the satisfaction of many : in my
opinion, however, their greatest claim to dis-

tinction is the excellence of their children.

Legend indeed has its instances of men whose

children were many and beautiful, but it is

practical experience which has presented to us

these parents, whose own character, apart from

that of their children, was sufficient for their

fair fame, while the character of their children

would have made them, even without their

own eminence in virtue, to surpass all men
by the excellence of their children. For the

attainment of distinction by one or two of

their offspring might be ascribed to their

nature ; but when all are eminent, the honour

is clearly due to those who brought them up.

This is proved by the blessed roll of priests

and virgins, and of those who, when married,

have allowed nothing in their union to hinder

them from attaining an equal repute, and so

have made the distinction between them to

consist in the condition, rather than in the

mode of their life.

10. Who has not known Basil, our arch-

bishop's father, a great name to everyone,

who attained a father's prayer, if anyone, I

will not say as no one, ever did ? For he

sur])assed all in virtue, and was only prevented

by his son from gaining the first prize. Who
has not known Emmelia, whose name was a

forecast of what she became, or else whose life

was an exemplification of her name ? For she

had a right to the name which implies grace-

fulness, and occupied, to speak concisely, the

same ])lace among women, as her husband

among men. vSo that, when it was decided that

he, in whose honour we are met, should be given

to men to submit to the bondage of nature, as

anyone of old has been given by God for the

conmion advantage, it was neither fitting that

he should be born of other parents, nor that they

should ])osse.ss another son : and so the two

things suitably concurred. 1 have now, in obe-

dience to the Divine law which bids us to pay

all honour to parents, bestowed the firstfruits of

my praises upon those whom I have commem-
orated, and proceed to treat of Basil himself,

premising this, which I think will seem true

to all who knew him, that we only need his

own voice to pronounce his eulogium. For

he is at once a brilliant subject for praise, and

the only one whose powers of speech make
him worthy of treating it. Beauty indeed and
strength and size, in which I see that most

men rejoice, I concede to anyone who will

—

not that even in these points he was inferior

to any of those men of small minds Avho busy

themselves about the body, while he was still

young, and had not yet reduced the flesh by
austerity—but that I may avoid the fate of

unskilful athletes, who waste their strength in

vain efforts after minor objects, and so are

worsted in the crucial struggle, whose results

are victory and the distinction of the crown.

The praise, then, which I shall claim for him is

based upon grounds which no one, I think,

will consider superfluous, or beyond the scope

of my oration.

II. I take it as admitted by men of sense,

that the first of our advantages is education

;

and not only this our more noble form of it,

which disregards rhetorical ornaments and
glory, and holds to .salvation, and beauty in

the objects of our contemplation : but even
that external culture which many Christians

ill-judgingly abhor, as treacherous and dan- ,

gerous, and keeping us afar from God. For
as we ought not to neglect the heavens, and
earth, and air, and all such things, because

some have wrongly seized upon them, and
honour God's works instead of God : but to

reap what advantage we can from them for our

life and enjoyment, while we avoid their dan-

gers; not raising creation, as foolish men do,

in revolt against the Creator, but from the

A\orks of nature apprehending the ^^'orker,''

and, as the divine apostle says, bringing into

captivity every thought to Christ : ^ and again,

as we know that neither fire, nor food, nor
iron, nor any other of the elements, is of itself

most useful, or most harmful, except accortl-

ing to the will of those who use it ; and as we
have compounded healthful drugs from certain

of the reptiles ; so from secular literature we \

a Rom. i, ;o, 25, P 2 Cor. X. J.
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(
have received principles of enquiry and specu-

lation, while we have rejected their idolatry,

terror, and ])it of destruction. Nay, even
these have aided us in our religion, by our

perception of the contrast between what is

worse and what is better, and by gaining

strength for our doctrine from the weakness

of theirs. We must not then dishonour educa-

tion, because some men are pleased to do so,

but rather suppose such men to be boorish

and uneducated, desiring all men to be as

they themselves are, in order to hide them-
selves in the general, and escape the detection

of their want of culture. But come now,
and, after this sketch of our subject and these

admissions, let us contemplate the life of
Basil.

12. In his earliest years he was swathed
and fashioned, in that best and purest fashion-

ing which the Divine David speaks of as pro-

ceeding day by day," in contrast with that of

the night, under his great father, acknow-
ledged in those days by Pontus, as its common
teacher of virtue. Under liim then, as life

I and reason grew and rose together, our illus-

trious friend was educated : not boasting of a

Thessalian mountain cave, as the workshop of

his virtue, nor of some braggart Centaur,^ the

tutor of the heroes of his day : nor was he
taught under such tuition to shoot hares, and
run down fawns, or hunt stags, or excel in

war, or in breaking colts, using the same per-

son as teacher and horse at once ; nor nour-

ished on the fabulous marrows of stags and
lions, but he was trained in general education,

and practised in the worship of God, and, to

speak concisely, led on by elementary instruc-

tions to his future perfection. For those who
; are successful in life or in letters only, while

deficient in the other, seem to me to differ in

nothing from one-eyed men, whose lo.ss is

great, but their deformity greater, both in

their own eyes, and in those of others.

While those who attain eminence in both
alike, and are ambidextrous, both possess per-

fection, and pass their life with the blessedness

of heaven. This is what befell him, who had
at home a model of virtue in well-doing, the

very sight of which made him excellent from
the first. As we see foals and calves skipping

beside their mothers from their birth, so he
too, running close beside his father in foal-

like wantonness, without being left far behind
in his lofty impulses toward virtue, or, if you
will, sketching out and showing traces of the

future beauty of his virtue, and drawing the

a Ps. c.vxxix. 1 6.

/3 Centanr. Alluding to Chiron, the tutor of Acliillus.

outlines of perfection before the time of per-

fection arrived.

13. A\'hen sufficiently trained at home, as

he ought to fall short in no form of excellence,

and not be surpassed by tlie busy bee, which
gathers what is most useful from every flower,

he set out for the city of Cii^sarea," to take his '

place in the schools there, I mean this illus-

trious city of ours, for it was the guide and
mistress of my studies, the metroi)olis of let-

ters, no less than of the cities wliich .she excels

and reigns over : and if any one were to de-

prive her of her literary power, he would
rob her of her fairest and special distinction.

Other cities take pride in other ornaments, of

ancient or of recent date, that they may have
something to be described or to be seen.

Letters form our distinction here, and are our ^

badge, as i f upon the field of amis or on the

stage. His subsequent life let those detail

who trained him, or enjoyed his training, as

to what he was to his masters, what he was to 1

his classmates, equalling the former, surpass- I

ing the latter in every form of culture, what
renown he A\'on in a short time from all, both
of the common people, and of the leaders of

the state ; by showing both a culture beyond I

his years, and a steadfastness of character be-

yond his culture. An orator among orators,

even before the chair of the rhetoricians,^ a

philosopher among philosophers, even before

the doctrines of philosophers : highest of all a

priest among Christians even before the priest-

hood. So much deference was paid to him
in every respect by all. Eloquence was his

by-work, from which he culled enough to

make it an assistance to him in Christian

philosophy, since power of this kind is needed
to set forth the objects of our contemplation.

For a mind which cannot express itself is like

the motion of a man in a lethargy. His ])ur-

suit was philosophy, and breaking from the

world, and fellowship with God, by concern-

ing himself, amid things below, with tilings

above, and winning, where all is unstable and
fluctuating, the things which are stable and
remain.

14. Thence to Byzantium, the imperial city

of the East, for it was distinguished by the emi-

nence of its rhetorical and philosophic teach- '

ers, whose most valuable lessons he soon assimi-

lated by the quickness and force of his powere :

thence he was .sent by God, and by his gener-

ous craving for culture, to Athens the home of
[

letters. Athens, which has been to me, if to

a Ciesarea, the Cappadocian city, as scc-ms plain from the con-

text. Vet 'rillumont and liiUius incline to think Ca;sarca in Pales-

tine is meant.
/3 Chair, etc., Ueforc he had studied rhetoric and philosophy.

£62
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any one, a city truly of gold, and the pa-

troness of all that is good. For it brought me
to know Basil more perfectly, though he had

not been unknown to me before ; and in my
pursuit of letters, I attained to happiness;

and in another fashion had the same experi-

ence as Saul," who, seeking his father's asses,

found a kingdom, and gained incidentally

what was of more importance than the object

which he had in view. Hitherto my course

has been clear, leading me in my encomiums
along a level and easy, in fact, a king's high-

way : henceforth I know not how to speak or

whither to turn : for my task is becoming ar-

duous. For here I am anxious, and seize

this opportunity to add from my own experi-

ence somewhat to my speech, and to dwell a

little upon the recital of the causes and cir-

cumstances which originated our friendship,

or to speak more strictly, our unity of life and
nature. For as our eyes are not ready to

turn from attractive objects, and, if we violent-

ly tear them away, are wont to return to

them again ; so do we linger in our descrip-

tion of what is most sweet to us. I am afraid

of the difficulty of the undertaking. I will

try, however, to use all possible moderation.

And if I am at all overpowered by my regret,

l)ardon this most righteous of all feelings, the

absence of which would be a great loss, in the

eyes of men of feeling.

15. We were contained by Athens, like two
branches of some river-stream, for after leaving

the common fountain of our fatherland, we had

been separated in our varying pursuit of cul-

ture, and were now again united by the im-

pulsion of God no less than by our own
agreement. I preceded him by a little, but

he soon followed me, to be welcomed with

great and brilliant hope. For he was versed

in many languages, before his arrival, and it

was a great thing for either of us to outstrip

the other in the attainment of some object of

our study. And I may well add, as a seasoning

to my speech, a short narrative, which will be

a reminder to those who know it, a source of

information to those who do not. Most of the

r- / young men at Athens in their folly are mad
after rhetorical skill—not only those who are

ignobly born and unknown, but even the noble

and illustrious, in the general mass of young
men difficult to keep under control. They
are just like men devoted to horses and exhi-

l)itions, as we see, at the horse-races ; they

leap,^ they shout, raise clouds of dust, they

a I Sam. ix. 3.

'r'liy li'ap. etc. This pas^ngo refers to the spectators who
imito in sympatliy with, and imitate as f.ir as possible, in their ex-

citement, the actions of, those who drive the chariots in the races.

drive in their seats, they beat tlie air, (instead

of the horses) with their fmgers as whips, they

yoke and unyoke the horses, though they are

none of theirs : they readily exchange with

one another drivers, horses, positions, leaders :

and who are they who do this ? Often poor

and needy fellows, without the means of sup-

port for a single day. This is just how the

students feel in regard to their own tutors,

and their rivals, in their eagerness to increase

their own numbers and thereby enrich them.

The matter is absolutely absurd and silly.

Cities, roads, harbours, mountain tops, coast-

lines, are seized upon—in short, every part of

Attica, or of the rest of Greece, with most of

the inhabitants ; for even these they have

divided between the rival parties.

16. Whenever any newcomer arrives, and
falls into the hands of those who seize upon
him, either by force or willingly, they ob-

serve this Attic law, of combined jest and
earnest. He is first conducted to the house

of one of those who were the first to receive

him, or of his friends, or kinsmen, or country-

men, or of those who are eminent in debating

power, and purveyors of arguments, and there-

fore especially honoured among them ; and their

reward consists in the gain of adherents. He is

next subjected to the raillery of any one who
will, with the intention I suppose, of check-

ing the conceit of the newcomers, and reduc-

ing them to subjection at once. The raillery

is of a more insolent or argumentative kind,

according to the boorishness or refinement of

the railer : and the performance, which seems

very fearful and brutal to those who do not

know it, is to those who have experienced it

very pleasant and humane : for its threats are

feigned rather than real. Next, he is con-

ducted in procession through the market place

to the bath. The procession is formed by
those who are charged with it in the young
man's honour, who arrange themselves in two
ranks separated by an interval, and precede

him to the bath. But when they have ap-

proached it, they shout and leap wildly, as if

possessed, shouting that they must not ad-

vance, but stay, since the bath will not admit
them ; and at the same time frighten the

youth by furiously knocking at the doors

:

then allowing him to enter, they now present

him with his freedom, and receive him after

the bath as an equal, and one of themselves.

This they consider the most j^leasant pai't of

the ceremony, as being a speedy exchange

and relief from annoyances. On this occasion

I not only refused to put to shame my friend

the great Basil, out of respect for the gravity of

/
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his character, and the ripeness of his reasoning

l)o\vers, but also persuaded all the rest of the

students to treat him likewise, who happened
not to know him. For he was from the first

respected by most of them^ his reputation

ha\ing preceded him. The result was that

he was the only one to escape the general

rule, and be accorded a greater honour than

belongs to a freshman's position.

^ 17. This was the prelude of our friendship.

This was the kindling spark of our union :

thus we felt the wound of mutual love. Then
something of this kind hai:»pened, for I think

it right not to omit even this. I find the

a simple race, but \"ery

At this time some of

and friends, who had
him even in the early

right

Armenians to be not

crafty and cunning.

his special comrades

been intimate with

days of his father's instruction, for they were

membere of his school, came up to him under

the guise of friendship, but with envious, and
not kindly intent, and put to him questions

of a disputatious rather than rational kind,

trying to overwhelm him at the first onset,

having known his original natural endow-
ments, and unable to brook the honour he

had then received. For they thought it a

strange thing that they who had put on their

gowns, and been exercised in shouting, should

not get the better of one who was a stranger

and a novice. I also, in my vain love for

Athens, and trusting to their professions with-

out perceiving their envy, Avhen they were

giving way, and turning their backs, since I

was indignant that in their persons the repu-

tation of Athens should be destroyed, and so

speedily put to shame, supported the young
men, and restored the argument ; and by the

aid of my additional weight, for in such cases

a small addition makes all the difference, and,

as the poet says, " made equal their heads in

the fray." °- But, when I perceived the secret

motive of the dispute, which could no longer

be kei)t under, and was at la.st clearly exposed,

I at once drew back, and retired from their

ranks, to range myself on his side, and made
the victory decisive. He was at once de-

lighted at what had happened, for his sagacity

was remarkable, and being filled with zeal, to

describe him fully in Homer's language, he

pursued in confusion^ with argument those

valiant youths, and, smiting them with syllo-

gisms, only ceased when they were utterly

routed, and he had distinctly won the hon-

ours due to his power. Thus was kindled

again, no longer a spark, but a manifest and
conspicuous blaze of friendship.

V" o Homer II. xi. 72. /3 lb. xi. 496.

18. Their efforts having thus proved fruit-

less, while they severely blamed their own
rashness, they cherished such annoyance
against me that it broke out into open hos-

tility, and a charge of treachery, not only

to them, but to Athens herself: ir.asmuch

as they had been confuted and put to shame
at the first onset, by a single student, who
had not even had time to gain confidence.

He moreover, according to that human feel-

ing, which makes us, v/hen we have all at

once attained to the high hopes which we
have cherished, look upon their results as in-

ferior to our expectation, he, I say, w-as dis-

l)leased and annoyed, and could take no de-

light in his arrival. He was seeking for what
he had expected, and called Athens an empty
happiness. I however tried to remove his an-

noyance, both by argumentative encounter,

and by the enchantments of reasoning ; alleg-

ing, as is true, that the disposition of a man
cannot at once be detected, without a long

time and more constant association, and that

culture likewise is not made known to those

who make trial of her, after a few efforts and
in a short time. In this way I restored his

cheerfulness, and by this mutual experience,

he was the more closely united to me.

19. And when, as time went on, we
acknowledged our mutual affection, and that

philosophy" was our aim, we were all in all

to one another, housemates, messmates, inti-

mates, with one object in life, or an affection

for each other ever growing warmer and
stronger. Love for bodily attractions, since

its objects are fleeting, is as fleeting as the

flowers of spring. For the flame cannot sur-

vive, Avhen the fuel is exhausted, and dei)arts

along with that which kindles it, nor does de-

sire abide, when its incentive wastes away.
But love Avhich is godly and under restraint,

since its object is stable, not only is more
lasting, but, the fuller its vision of beauty

grows, the more closely does it bind to itself

and to one another the hearts of those who.se

love has one and the same object. This is the

lav/ of our superhuman love. I feel that I am
being unduly borne away, and I know not

how to enter upon this ])oint, yet 1 cannot

restrain myself from describing it. For if I

have omitted anything, it seems, immediately

afterwards, of pressing im])ortance, and of

more consequence than what I had preferred

to mention. And if any one would carry me
tyrannically forward, I become like the polyjis,

which when they are being dragged from their

holes, cling with their sufrkers to the rocks,

a J'hiUs<>/>/i}\ lierc, ;i iruly (Jliiistl;ui lift.
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t

and cannot be detached, until the last of these

has liad exerted upon it its necessary share of

force. If then you give mc leave, 1 have my
request, if not I must take it from myself.

20. Such were our feelings for each other,

when we had thus supported, as Pindar** has

it, our "well-built chamber witli pillars of

gold," as we advanced under the united in-

fluences of God's grace and our own affec-

tion. Oh ! how can I mention these things

witliout tears.

We were impelled by equal hopes, in a pur-

suit e.specially obnoxious to envy, that of let-

ters. Yet envy we knew not, and emulation

was of service to us. We struggled, not each

to gain the first place for himself, but to yield

it to the other ; for we made each other's

reputation to be our own. We seemed to

have one soul, inhabiting two bodies. And
if we must not believe those whose doctrine is

"All things^ are in all ;

"' yet in our case it

was worthy of belief, so did we live in and

with each other. The sole business of both

of us was virtue, and living for the hopes to

come, having retired from this world, before

our actual departure hence. With a view to

this, were directed all our life and actions, un-

der the guidance of the commandment, as we
sharpened upon each other our weapons of

virtue ; and if this is not a great thing for me
to say, being a rule and standard to each

other, for the distinction between what was

right and what was not. Our associates were

not the most dissolute, but the most sober of

our comrades ; not the most pugnacious, but

the most jjeaceablc, whose intimacy was most

profitable : knowing that it is more easy to be

tainted with vice, than to imi)art virtue; just

as we can more readily be infected with a

disease, than bestow health. Our most cher-

ished studies were not the most pleasant, but

the most excellent; this being one means of

forming young minds in a virtuous or vicious

mould.

2 1

.

Two ways were known to us, the first

of greater value, the second of smaller conse-

(pience : the one leading to our sacred build-

ings and tlie teachers there, the other to secu-

lar instructors. All others we left to those

who would pursue them—to feasts, theatres,

meetings, bantpiets. For nothing is in my
opinion of value, save that which leads to vir-

tue and to the imjjrovement of its devotees.

Different men have different names, derived

from their fathers, their iamilies, their pur-

suits, their exi)loits: we had but one great

a Olyni)). OJ. vi. I.

P All t/tinffs, etc., i.e. Empcdoclog and An.ixagoras.

business and name—to be and to be called >-

Christians—of which we thought more than

Gyges* of the turning of his ring, if this is not

a legend, on which depended his Lydian sov-

ereignty : or than Midas ^ did of the gold

through which he perished, in answer to his

prayer that all he had might turn to gold

—

another Phrygian legend. For why should

I speak of the arrow of the Hyperborean
Abaris,v or of the Argive Pegasus,^ to whom
flight through the air was not of such conse-

quence as was to us our rising to God, through

the help of, and with each other ? Hurtful 3&

Athens was to others in spiritual things, and
this is of no slight consequence to the pious,

for the city is richer in those evil riches—idols

—than the rest of Greece, and it is hard to

avoid being carried along with their devotees

and adherents, yet we, our minds being closed

up and fortified against this, suffered no in-

jury. On the contrary, strange as it may
seem, we were thus tlie more confirmed in the

faith, from our perception of their trickery

and unreality, which led us to despise these
|

divinities in the very home of their v.orship.

And if there is, or is believed to be, a river ^

flowing with fresh water through the sea, or

an animaK which can dance in fire, the con-

sumer of all things, such were we among all

our comrades.

2 2. And, best of all, we were surrounded

by a far from ignoble band, under his instruc-

tion and guidance, and delighting in the same
objects, as we ran on foot beside that Lydian
car,'' his own course and disposition : and
so we became famous, not only among our

own teachers and comrades, but even through-

out Greece, and especially in the eyes of its

most distinguished men. We even passed be-

yond its boundaries, as was made clear by the

evidence of many. For our instructors were

known to all who knew Athens, and all who
knew them, knew us, as the subject of conver-

sation, being actually looked upon, or heard

of by report, as an illustrious pair. Orestes

and Pylades* were in their eyes nothing to

a Cy,^cs is said to lim-e had a ring by means of which he could
make himself invisible, and by thus using it was able to seize on
the Kingdom of I,ydia.

|3 Midas, said to have had the power granted of turning every
thmg he touched to gold. Accordingly, as this power took effect on
his food, he died of hunger.
y Ahiiris, a Hyperborean priest of Apollo, who was sard to have

givei\ him an arrow, on which he rode through the air.

6 JYi^nsits, called Argive, because caught near to Argos, the

winged horse, by the .aid of which liellerophon was said to have
destroyed the Chimxra.

« A rirrr, etc The Alphcns. a river of Arcadia-

i Ani»i()/. The salamander, a li/ard said lobe impervious to

the action of fire- I'lin. N- 11. \. 67.

1) /.yiiiciii tar, proverbial e-xprcssion for anything whose speed
distances all competitors.

Orestes nml Pylades, types of close comradeship in Creek
tragedies.
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us, or the sons of Molionc," the wonders of

the Homeric scroll, celebrated for their nnion

in misfortune, and their splendid driving, as

they shared in reins and whip alike. But 1

have been unawaies betrayed into praising

myself, in a manner I would not have allowed

in another. And it is no wonder that I

gained here in some advantage from his friend-

shij), and that, as in life he aided me in virtue,

so since his departure he has contributed to

my renown. But I must return to my proper

course.

23. Who possessed such a degree of the

prudence of old age, even before his hair was

gray ? Since it is by this that Solomon de-

fines old age.^ Who was so respectful to both

old and young, not only of our contempo-

raries, but even of those who long preceded

him? Who, owing to his character, was

less in need of education ? Yet who, even

with his character, Avas so imbued with learn-

ing? What branch of learning did he not

traverse ; and that with unexampled success,

passing through all, as no one else passed

through any one of them : and attaining such

eminence in each, as if it had been his sole

study? The two great sources of power in

the arts and sciences, ability and application,

were in him equally combined. For, because

of the pains he took, he had but little need

of natural quickness, and his natural quickness

made it unnecessary for him to take pains
;

and such was the cooperation and unity of

both, that it was hard to see for which of the

two he was more remarkable. Who had such

power in Rhetoric, which breathes y with the

might of fire, different as his disposition was
from that of rhetoricians? Who in Gram-
mar, which perfects our tongues in Greek and
comiiiles history, and presides over metres

and legislates for poems ? Who in Philos-

ophy, that really lofty and high reaching

science, whether practical and speculative, or

in that part of it whose oppositions and
struggles are concerned with logical demon-
strations ; which is called Dialectic, and in

which it was more difficult to elude his verbal

toils, if need required, than to escape from

the Labyrinths?* Of Astronomy, Geome-
try, and numerical proportion he had such a

grasp, that he could not be baffled by those

who are clever in such sciences : excessive

application to them he despised, as useless to

a Sons of Molione, Kurylus and Cteatus. Horn. II. ii. 621. Their
father was Actor. P Wisd. iv. 8.

y Whicli breathes, a phrase used Horn. II, vi. 182 of the

Chimscra.
6 Labyrinths, the mythical mates of Crete, the home of the

Minotaur,

those whose desire is godliness : so that it is

possible to admire what he chose more than

what he neglected, or what he neglected more
than what he chose. Medicine, the result of

philoso[)hy and laboriousness, was rendered

necessary for him by his i)hysical delicacy,

and his care of the sick. From these begin-

nings he attained to a mastery of the art, not

only in its empirical and ijractical branches,

but also in its theory and principles. But
what are these, illustrious thougli they be,

compared with the moral discipline of the

man ? To those who have had experience of

him, Minos and Rhadamanthus" were mere
trifies, whom the Greeks thought worthy of

the meadows of Asphodel and the Elysian

plains, which are their representations of our

Paradise, derived from those books of Mo.ses

which are also ours, for though tlieir terms

are different, this is what they refer to under
other names,

24. Such was the case, and his galleon

was laden with all the learning attainable by
the nature of man ; for beyond Cadiz ^ there

is no passage. There was left no other need
but that of rising to a more perfect life, and
grasping those hopes upon which we were
agreed. The day of our departure was at

hand, with its attendant speeches of farewell,

and of escort, its invitations to return, its

lamentations, embraces and tears. For there

is nothing so painful to any one, as is separa-

tion from Athens and one another, to those

who have been comrades there. On that oc-

casion was seen a piteous spectacle, worthy
of record. Around us were grouped our fel-

low students and classmates and some of our

teachers, protesting amid entreaties, violence,

and persuasion, that, whatever happened, they

would not let us go ; saying and doing every-

thing that men in distress could do. And
here I will bring an accusation against my-
self, and also, daring though it be, against that

divine and irreproachable soul. For he, by
detailing the reasons of his anxiety to return

home, was able to prevail over their desire to

retain him, and they were compelled, though
with reluctance, to agree to his departure.

I>ut I was left behind at Athens, partly, to

say the truth, because I had been prevailed

on—partly because he had betrayed me, hav-

ing been persuaded to forsake and hand over

to his captors one who refiised to forsake him.

A thing incredible, before it happened. For

a Minos and Rhadainanihus, Kings of Crete ;in<l I.ycia,

faliledrfo have been made judges in tlie lower world because of
their justice when on earth.

fi lleyonti Cadi::. 'I'hc Atlantic Occau beyond Cadiz was re-

puted impassable by the ancients.

f
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men, made
philosophy,

since envy
united by

it was like cutting one body into two, to the

destruction of either part, or the severance of

two bullocks who have shared the same man-

ger and the same yoke, amid pitiable bel-

lowings after one another in protest against

the separation. However, my loss was not of

long duration, for I could not long bear to be

seen in piteous plight, nor to have to account

to every one for our separation : so, after a

brief stay at Athens, my longing desire made
me, like the horse in Homer, to burst the

bonds of those who restrained me, and pranc-

ing o'er the plains, rush to my mate.

25. Upon our return, after a slight indul-

gence to the world and the stage, sufficient to

p> gratify the general desire, not from any in-

clination to theatrical display, we soon be-

came independent, and, after being promoted

from the rank of beardless boys to that of

bold advances along the road of

for though no longer together,

would not allow this, we were

our eager desire. The city of

Caesarea took possession of him, as a second

founder and patron, but in course of time he

was occasionally absent, as a matter of neces-

sity due to our separation, and with a view to

our determined course of philosophy. Duti-

ful attendance on my aged parents, and a suc-

cession of misfortunes kept me apart from him,

perhaps without right or justice, but so it Avas.

And to this cause I am inclined to ascribe all

the inconsistency and difficulty which have be-

fallen my life, and the hindrances in the way
of philosophy, which have been imworthy of

my desire and purpose. But as for my fate,

let it lead whither God pleases, only may its

course be the better for his intercessions. As
regards himself, the manifold love of God to-

ward man," and His providential care for our

race did, after shewing forth his merits under
many intervening circumstances with ever

greater brilliancy, set him up as a conspicu-

ous and celebrated light for the Church, by
advancing him to the holy thrones of the

priesthood, to blaze forth, through the single

city of Ccesarea, to the whole world. And in

what manner ? Not by precipitate advance-

ment, nor by at once cleansing and making
him wise, as is the wont of many present can-

didates for preferment : but bestowing upon
him the honour in the due order of spiritual

advancement.

26. For I do not praise the disorder and
irregularity which sometimes exist among us,

even in those who i^rcsidc over tlic sanctuary.

a Tit. iti. 4.

I do not venture, nor is it just, to accuse them

all. I api)rove the nautical custom, which

first gives the oar to the future steersman, and

afterward leads him to the stern, and entrusts

him with the command, and seats him at the

helm, only after a long course of striking the

sea and observing the winds. As is the case

again in military affairs : private, captain,

general. This order is the best and most ad-

vantageous for their subordinates. And if it

were so in our case, it would be of great ser-

vice. But, as it is, there is a danger of the

holiest of all offices being the most ridiculous ,'

among us. For promotion depends not upon
virtue, but upon villany ; and the sacred

thrones fall not to the most worthy, but to the

most powerful. Samuel, the seer into futu-

rity, is among the prophets : but Saul, the re-

jected one, is also there. Rehoboam, the

son of Solomon, is among the kings, but so

also is Jeroboam, the slave and apostate.

And there is not a physician, or a painter who
has not first studied the nature of diseases, or ,

mixed many colours, or practised drawing :
j

but a prelate is easily found, without laborious
/

training, with a reputation of recent date,

being sown and springing up in a moment, as

the legend " of the giants goes. We manu-
facture those who are holy in a day, and bid

those to be wise, who have had no instruction,

and have contributed nothing before to their

dignity, except the will. So one man is con-

tent with an inferior position, and abides in

his low estate, who is worthy of a lofty one,

and has meditated much on the inspired

words, and has reduced the flesh by many
laws into subjection to the spirit : while the

other haughtily takes precedence, and raises

his eyebrow over his betters, and does not

tremble at his position, nor is he appalled at

the sight, seeing the disciplined man beneath

him ; and wrongly supposes himself to be his

superior in wisdom as well as in rank, having

lost his senses under the influence of his posi-

tion.

27. Not so our great and illustrious Basil.

In this grace, as in all others, he was a public

example. For he first read to the peoi)le the

sacred books, while already able to expound
them, nor did he deem himself worthy of this

rank^ in the sanctuary, and thus proceeded to

praise the Lord in the seat of the Presbyters, >

and next in that of the Bishops, attaining the

office neither by stealth nor by violence, in- .,

stead of seeking for the honour, being sought

a The Ifgetiti. i.e., of C.idmus who soweil at Thebes the
drapon's teeth from whioli sprung giants.

P '/'/lis ra>iA; i.e., the oflicc of Lector, or RcaJcr. y Ps. cvli. 32.
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for by it, and receiving it not as a human
favour, but as from God and divine. The ac-

count of his bishopric must be deferred : over

his subordinate ministry let us Hnger a while,

for indeed it had almost escaped me, in the

midst of my discourse.

28. There arose a disagreement between
him and his predecessor " in the rule over this

Church : its source and character it is best to

pass over in silence, yet it arose. He was a

man in other resjiccts far from ignoble, and
admirable for his piety, as was proved by the

persecution of that time, and the opposition

to him, yet his feeling against Basil was one
to which men are liable. For Momus seizes

not only upon the common herd, but on the

best of men, so that it belongs to God alone

to be utterly uninfluenced by and proof against

such feelings. All the more eminent and wise

portion of the Church was roused against him,
if those are wiser than the majority who have
separated themselves from the world and con-

secrated their life to God. I mean the Naza-
rites P of our day, and those who devote them-
selves to such pursuits. They were annoyed
that their chiefs should be neglected, in-

sulted, and rejected, and they ventured upon a

most dangerous proceeding. They determined
to revolt and break off from the body of the

Church, Avhich admits of no faction, severing

along with themselves no small fraction of the

people, both of the lower ranks, and of those

of position. This was most easy, owing to

three very strong reasons. In the first place,

the man was held in repute, beyond any other,

I think, of the philosophers of our time, and
able, if he wished, to inspire with courage the

conspirators. Next, his opponent ^ was sus-

pected by the city, in consequence of the tu-

mult which accompanied his institution, of

having obtained his preferment in an arbitrary

manner, not according to the laws and canons.

Also there were present some of the bishops *

of the West, drawing to themselves all the

orthodox members of the Church.

29. What then did our noble friend, the dis-

ciple of the Peaceable One? It was not his

habit to resist his traducers or partisans, nor
was it his part to fight, or rend the body of

the Church, which was from other reasons the

subject of attack, and hardly bestead, from

a ITis predecessor, Eusebius, Archbishop of Cxsnre.i.

P Nazarites, i.e., the monks. y Their cJti^/, i.e., I'.isil.

6 His ojiponent, lit. '" the man who was vexing him," i.e., Kuse-
bius.

« Bishops. It is uncertain who these bishops were. Ciemcncet
thinks they were Lucifer and Kusebius of VcrccUap. But .1 sepa-
ration had ere this taken place between them in consequence of
Lucifer's rash action at Antioch. Nor is it certain that ICuscbius
had not already returned to luly.

the great power of the heretics. With my ad-

vice and earnest encouragement on the point,

he .set out from the i)lace with me into Pontus,

and presided over the abodes of contemplation

there. He himself too founded one °- worthy
of mention, as he welcomed the desert to-

gether with Elijah and John,P those professors

of austerity ; thinking this to be more profit-

able for him than to form any design in refer-

ence to the present juncture unworthy of his

l)hilosophy, and to ruin in a time of storm the

straight course which he was making, where
the surges of disputation were lulled to a calm.

Yet wonderfiiUy philosophic though his re-

tirement was, we shall find his return still

more wonderful. For thus it was.

30. While we were thus engaged, there sud-

denly arose a cloud full of hail, with destruc-

tive roar, overwhelming every Church upon
which it burst and seized : an Emperor, v most
fond of gold and most hostile to Christ, in-

fected with these two most serious diseases,

insatiate avarice and blasphemy ; a persecu-

tor in succession to the persecutor, and, in

succession to the apostate, not indeed an apos-

tate, though no better to Christians, or rather,

to the more devout and pure party of Chris-

tians, who worship the Trinity, which I call

the only true devotion and saving doctrine.

For we do not measure out the Godhead into

portions, nor banish from Itself by unnatural

estrangements the one and unapproachable
Nature ; nor cure one evil by another, de-

stroying the godless confiision of Sabellius by
a more impious severance and division ; which
was the error of Arius, whose name declares

his madness,^ the disturber and destroyer of

a great part of the Church. For he did not

honour the Father, by dishonouring His off-

spring with his unequal degrees of Godhead.
But we recognize one glory « of the Father,

the equality of the Only-begotten ; and one

glory of the Son, that of the Spirit. And we
hold that, to subordinate any of the Three, is

to destroy the whole. For we worship and
acknowledge Them as Three in their proper-

ties,^ but One in their Godhead. He how-
ever had no such idea, being unable to look

o One, a monastery. The rule of .S. I'asil is widely observed to

this day in Kastern monasteries. Cf § 34.

^ John, Saint John Baptist. y An Ktnfieror, Valens.
6 Madness, cf. ii. 37. Note.
e Glory. The word 66fa means both " doctrine " and " glorj-."

^Properties. iSioTijTe?. I'etav. de Trin. iv. Proem. §2 gives

other Greek equivalent terms. The Latin terms are " notioiies" (S..

Thom. Aq. Summa. \. xxxii. qu. 2), " proprietyies" or rclatioiies.

They denote those relative "attributes ad intra " which distinguish

the Bersons, if tliey do not .actually constitute the J'crsonality of

each of the Three £)ivine Persons. They are five in number, Un-
begottenness, Paternity, Filiation, active ami passive Spiration.

Perhaps the neatest Knglisli equivalent is " characteristic (or dis-

tinctive) relations."— Cf. Oral. xlii. 15.

/
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tip, but l)cing debased l)y those who led him,

he dared to debase along with himself even

the Nature of the Godhead, and became a

Avicked creature reducing Majesty to bondage,

and aligning Avith creation the uncreated and

timeless Nature.

31. Such was his mind, and witli such im-

piety he took the field against us. For we

must consider it to be nothing else than a bar-

baric inroad which, instead of destroying Avails,

cities and houses, and other things of little

worth, made with hands and capable of res-

toration, spent its ravages upon men's souls.

^ A worthy army joined in his assault, the evil

rulers of- the Churches, the bitter governors

of his world-wide Empire. Some of the

Chiu-ches they now held, some they were as-

saulting, others they hoped to gain by the

already exercised influence of the Emperor,

and the violence which he threatened. But

in their purpose of perverting our own, their

confidence v/as specially based on the small-

ness of mind of those whom I have mentioned,
* the inexperience of our prelate, and the in-

firmities which prevailed among us. The
struggle would be fierce : the zeal of numer-

ous troops was far from ignoble, but their

array was weak, from the want of a leader and

strategist to contend for them with the might

of the Word and of the Spirit. What then

did this noble and magnanimous and truly

Christ-loving soul ? No need of many words

to urge his presence and aid. At once when

he sav/ me on my mission, for the struggle on

behalf of the faith v/as common to us both, he

yielded to my entreaty ; and decided by a

most excellent distinction, based on spiritual

. reasons, that the time for punctiliousness (if

indeed we may give way to such feelings at

all) is a time of security, but that forbearance

is re<iuired in the hour of necessity. He
immediately returned with me from Pontus,

and as a zealous volunteer took his place in

the fight for the endangered truth, and de-

voted himself to the service of his mother, the

Church.

^2. Did then his actual efforts fall short of

his preliminary zeal ? Were they directed r)y

courage, but not by prudence, or by skill,

while he shrank from danger? Or, in spite

of their unexampled perfection on all these

])oints, was there left in him some trace of ir-

t" ritation? Far from it. He was at once com-

pletely reconciled, and took part in every

plan and effort. He removed all the thorns

and stumbling blocks which were in our way,

upon which the enemy relied in their attack

upon us. He took hold of one, grasped an-

other, thrust away a third. He became to

some a stout wall and rampart,"^ to others an

axe breaking the rock in pieces,^ or a fire

among the thorns,Y as the divine Scripture

says, easily destroying those fagots who were

insulting the Godhead. And if his Barnabas,

who speaks and records these things, was of

service to Paul in the struggle, it is to Paul

that thanks are due, for choosing and making

him his comrade in the strife.

33. Thus the enemy failed, and, base men
as they were, for the first time were then

basely put to shame and worsted, learning not

to be ready to despise the Cappadocians, of all

men in the world, whose special qualities are

firmness in the faith, and loyal devotion to
'

the Trinity ; to Whom is due their unity and

strength, and from Whom they receive an

even greater and stronger assistance than they

are able to give. Basil's next business and

purpose was to conciliate the prelate, to allay

suspicion, to persuade all men that the irri-

tation which had been felt was due to tlie

temptation and effort of the Evil one, in his

envy of virtuous concord : carefully comply-

ing with the laws of obedience and spiritual

order. Accordingly he visited him, with in-

struction and ad\ice. While obedient to his

wishes, he was everything to him, a good
counsellor, a .skilful a.ssistant, an expounder of -sc.

the Divine Will, a guide of conduct, a staff ,

for his old age, a support of the faith, most

trusty of those v\ithin, most practical of those

without, in a word, as much inclined to good-

will, as he had been thought to hostility.

And so the power of the Church came into

his hands almost, if npt quite, to an equal de-

gree with the occupant of the see. For in

return for his good-will, he was requited with

authority. And their harmony and combina-

tion of power was wonderful. The one was

the leader of the i)eople, the other of their

leader, like a lion-keeper, skilfidly soothing

the possessor of power. For, having been re-

cently installed in the see, and still .somewhat

under the influence of the world, and not yet

furnished with the things of the Spirit, in the

midst of the eddying tide of enemies assault-

ing the Church, he was in need of some one

to take him by the hand and support him.

Accordingly he accepted the alliance, and
imagined himself the conqueror of one who
had conciuered him.

34. Of his care for and protection of the '*'

Church, there are many other tokens ; his

boldness towards the governors and other

o Jer. i. i3, |3 lb. \.\iii. 39. y Ps. cxviii, 13,
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1^

most powerful men in the city : the decisions

of disputes, accepted without hesitation, and

made effective by his simple word, his in-

clination being held to be decisive : his sup-

port of the needy, most of them in spiritual,

not a few also in physical distress : for this

also often influences the soul and reduces it to

subjection by its kindness ; the support of the

poor, the entertainment of strangers, the care

of maidens ; legislation « written and unwrit-

ten for the monastic life : arrangements of

prayers,^ adornments of the sanctuary, and
other ways in which the true man of God,
working for Ciod, would benefit the i^eople

:

one being especially important and note-

worthy. There was a famine, the most
severe one ever recorded. The city was in

distress, and there was no source of assistance,

or relief for the calamity. For maritime

cities are able to bear such times of need
without difficulty, by an exchange of their

own products for what is imported : but an

inland city like ours can neither turn its

superfluity to profit, nor supply its need, by
either disposing of what we have, or import-

ing what we have not : but the hardest part

of all such distress is, the insensibility and in-

satiability of those who possess supplies. For

they watch their opportunities, and turn the

distress to profit, and thrive npon misfortune :

heeding not that he Avho shows mercy to the

poor, lendeth to the Lord,v nor that he that

withholdeth corn, the people shall curse

him :
* nor any other of the promises to the

philanthropic, and threats against the inhu-

man. But they are too insatiate, in their ill-

judged policy ; for while they shut up their

bowels against their fellows, they shut up
those of God against themselves, forgetting

that their need of Him is greater than others'

need of them. Such are the buyers and

sellers of corn, who neither respect their fel-

lows, nor are thankful to God, from Whom
comes what they have, while others are

straitened.

35. He indeed could neither rain bread

from heaven by prayer,' to nourish an es-

caped jjcople in the wilderness,^ nor supply

fountains of food without cost from the depth

of vessels which are filled by being emptied,''

and so, by an amazing return for her hospital-

ity, support one who supported him ; nor

feed thousands of men with five loaves whose

very fragments were a further su])ply for many

a I.ej^isliition. ('.(. (> jo.

3 I'rayeys. The liturgy of S. Hasil togeihcr \(llh that ol .S.

Chrysnstom arc still tlic aulhorizcj liturgies of the ICastcrn

Church. V Prov. xix. 17. 8 lb. xi. zG.

c Exod. xvi. 15. f Ps. Ixxviii. 24. i) i Kings xvii. 14.

tables." These were the works of Moses and
Elijah, and my God, from Whom they too de-

rived their power. Perhaps also they were

characteristic of their time and its circum-

stances : since signs are for unbelievers not for

those who believe.^ But he did devise and exe-

cute with the same faith things which corre-

spond to them, and tend in the same direction.

For by his word and advice he opened the
"f^

stores of those Avho possessed them, and so,

according to the Scripture dealt food to the

hungry ,Y and satisfied the poor with bread,*

and fed them in the time of dearth,* and filled

the hungry souls with good things. ^ And in

what way ? for this is no slight addition to

his i^raise. He gathered together the victims

of the famine with some who were but slightly

recovering from it, men and women, infants,

old men, every age which Avas in distress, and
obtaining contributions of all sorts of food

which can relieve famine, set before them
basins of soup and such meat as was found

preserved among us, on which the poor live.

Then, imitating the ministry of Christ, A\'ho,

girded with a towel, did not disdain to wash
the disciples' feet, using for this purpose the

aid of his own servants, and also of his fellow

servants, he attended to the bodies and souls

of those who needed it, combining personal

respect with the supply of their necessity, and
so giving them a double relief.

36. Such was our young furnisher of corn,

and second Joseph : though of him we can

say somewhat more. For the one made a

gain from the famine, and bought up Egypt *»

in his philanthrojiy, by managing the time

of plenty with a view to the time of famine,

turning to account the dreams of others for

that ])urpose. But the other's services were
gratuitous, and his succour of the famine

gained no profit, having only one object, to

win kindly feelings by kindly treatment, and
to gain by his rations of corn the heavenly

blessings. Further he provided the nourish-

ment of the Word, and that more perfect

bounty and distribution, which is really heav-

enly and from on high—if the word be that

bread of angels,^ wherewith souls are fed and

given to drink, who are a hungered for God,'

and seek for a food which does not pass away
or fail, but abides forever. This food he,

who Avas the poorest and most needy man
whom I have known, supplied in rich abun-

dance to the relief not of a famine of bread,

.s. ^ratl.

fi l"s

XIV. It),

cxxxii. 'S-

ePs
.0;
, IXAxxvin. 25.

^ I Cor. xiv. 22

I lb. Ixili.

V Is.ii. Iviii. 7.

e lb. xx.\iii. 19.

>) (len. xli. I ct scq.

I ; S. Mall. V, 6.
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nor of a thirst for water, but a longing for that

Word" which is really lifegiving and nourish-

ing, and causes to grow to sjnritual manhood
him who is duly fed thereon.

37. After these and similar actions—why
neecl I stay to mention them all ?—when the

prelate whose name^ betokened his godliness

had passed away, having sweetly breathed his

last in Basil's arms, he was raised to the lofty

throne of a Bishop, not without difficulty or

without the envious struggles of the prelates of

his native land, on whose side were found the

greatest scoundrels of the city. But the Holy
Spirit must needs win the day—and indeed

the victory was decisive. For He brought

from a distance, to anoint him, men v illus-

trious and zealous for godliness, and with

them the new Abraham, our Patriarch, I

mean my father, in regard to whom an extra-

ordinary thing happened. For, failing as he

was from the number of his years, and worn
away almost to his last breath by disease, he

ventured on the journey to give assistance by
his vote, relying on the aid of the Spirit. In

])rief, he was placed in his litter, as a corpse

is laid in its tomb, to return in the freshness

and strength of youth, with head erect, hav-

ing been strengthened by the imposition of

hands and unction, and, it is not too much to

say by the head of him who was anointed.

'riiis must be added to the instances of old

time, which prove that labour bestows health,

zealous purpose raises the dead, and old age

leaps up when anointed by the Spirit.

38. Having thus been deemed worthy of

the office of prelate, as it is seemly that men
should who have lived such a life, and won
such favour and consideration, he did not

disgrace, by his subsequent conduct, either

his own philosophy, or the hopes of those

who had trusted him. But he ever so far

surpassed himself as he has been shown hither-

to to have surpassed others, his ideas on this

point being most excellent and philosophic.

For he held that, while it is virtuous in a

private individual to avoid vice, and be to

some extent good, it is a vice in a chief and
ruler, especially in such an office, to fail to

surpass by far the majority of men, and by
constant progress to make his virtue corre-

spond to his dignity and throne : for it is

difficult for one in high position to attain the

mean, and by his eminence in virtue raise up
his people to the golden mean. Or rather

to treat this question more satisfactorily, I

think that the result is the same as I see in

aAmosviii. 11. fiA^/rinr. Euscbius. i.e., " |)ious," "goiUy."
y Men. Eusebius of Samosaba and S. Gregory the Eljer.

the case of our Saviour, and of every specially

wise man, I fancy, when He was with us in

that form which surpassed us and yet is ours.

For He also, the gospel says, increased in

wisdom and favour, as well as in stature,* not

that these qualities in Him were capable of

growth : for how could that which was per-

fect from the first become more perfect, but

that they were gradually disclosed and dis-

played ? So I think that the virtue of Basil,

without being itself increased, obtained at

this time a wider exercise, since his power
provided him with more abundant material.

39. He first of all made it plain that his

office had been bestowed upon him, not by
human favour, but by the gift of God. This

will also be shown by my conduct. For in

what philosophic research did he not, about

that time, join Avith me? So every one
thought that I should run to meet him after

what had happened, and show my delight at

it (as would, perhaps, have been the case

with any one else) and claim a share in his

authority, rather than rule beside him, ac-

cording to the inferences they drew from our

friendship. But, in my exceeding anxiety to

avoid the annoyance and jealousy of the time,

and specially since his position was still a

painful and troubled one, I remained at

home, and forcibly restrained my eager de-

sire, while, though he blamed me, Basil ac-

cepted my excuse. And when, on my subse-

quent arrival, I refused, for the same reason

the honour of this chair, and a dignified

position P among the Presbyters, he kindly

refrained from blaming, nay he praised me,
preferring to be charged with pride by a

small clique, in their ignorance of our policy,

rather than do anything contrary to reason

and his own resolutions. And indeed, how
could a man have better shown his soul to be

superior to all fawning and flattery, and his

single object to be the law of right, than by
thus treating me, whom he acknowledged as

among the first of his friends and associates ?

40. His next task v,-as to appease, and allay

by magnanimous treatment, the opposition to

himself: and that without any trace of flattery

or servility, but in a most chivalrous and
magnanimous way ; wdth a view, not merely

to present exigencies, but also to the fostering

of future obedience. For, seeing that, while

tenderness leads to laxity and slackness, sever-

ity gives rise to stubbornness and self-will, he

was able to avoid the dangers of each course

o .S. Luke il. 53.

/3 Digiifjieii J>ositian, known later as tbat of A'icar General.
Thomassin. Disc. Eccl. I. ii, 7. § 3.
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blending his cor-

gentleness

by a combination of both,

rection with consideration, and
with firmness, influencing men in most cases

principally by his conduct rather than by
argument : not enslaving them by art, but

winning them by good nature, and attracting

them by the sparing use, rather than by the

constant exercise, of his power. And, most

important of all, they were brought to recog-

nize the superiority of his -intellect and the

inaccessibility of his virtue, to consider their

only safety to consist in being on his side and
under his command, their sole danger to be in

opposition to him, and to think that to differ

from him involved estrangement from God.
Thus they willingly yielded and surrendered,

submitting themselves, as if in a thunder-clap,

and hastening to anticipate each other with

their excuses, and exchange the intensity of

their hostility for an equal intensity of good-
will, and advance in virtue, which they found

be the one really effective defence. The
few exceptions to this conduct were passed by
and neglected, because their ill-nature was
incurable, and they expended their powers in

wearing out themselves, as rust consumes itself

together with the iron on which it feeds.

41. Affairs at home being now settled to

his mind, in a way that faithless men who did

not know him would have thought impos-

sible, his designs became greater and took a

loftier range. For, while all others had their

eyes on the ground before them, and directed

attention to their own immediate concerns,

and, if these were safe, troubled themselves no
further, being incapable of any great and
chivalrous design or undertaking; he, moder-
ate as he was in all other respects, could not

be moderate in this, but with head erect, cast-

ing his mental eye about him, took in the

whole world over which the word of salvation

has made its way. And when he saw the

great heritage of God, purchased by His own
words and laws and sufferings, the holy na-

tion, the royal priesthood," in such evil plight

that it was torn asunder into ten thousand

opinions and errors : and the vine brought

out of Egypt and transplanted,^ the Egypt of

impious and dark ignorance, which had
grown to such beauty and boundless size that

the whole earth was covered with the shadow
of it, while it overtopped mountains and
cedars, now being ravaged by that wicked

wild boar, the devil, he could not content

him.self with quietly lamenting the misfortune,

and merely lifting up his hands to God, and

seeking from Him the dispersion of the press-

ing misfortunes, while he himself was asleep,

but felt bound to come to her aid at some
expense to himself.

42. For Avhat could be more distressing

than this calamity, or call more loudly on one
whose eyes were raised aloft for exertions on
behalf of the common weal? The good or

ill success of an individual is of no conse-

(pience to the community, but that of the

community involves of necessity the like con-

dition of the individual. With this idea and
l)urpose, he who was the guardian and patron

of the community (and, as Solomon says

with truth, a perceptive heart is a moth to

the bones,"' unsensitiveness is cheerily confi-

dent, while a sympathetic disjjosition is a

source of pain, and constant consideration

wastes away the heart), he, I say, was conse-

quently in agony and distress from many
wounds ; like Jonah and David, he wished
in himself to die ^ and gave not sleep to his

eyes, nor slumber to his eyelids, y he expend-
ed what was left of his flesh upon his reflec-

tions, until he discovered a remedy for the

evil : and sought for aid from God and man,
to stay the general conflagration, and dissipate

the gloom which was lowering over us.

43. One of his devices was of the greatest

service. After a period of such recollection as

was possible, and private spiritual conference,

in which, after considering all human argu-

ments, and penetrating into all the deep things

of the Scriptures, he drew up a sketch of pious

doctrine, and by wrestling with and attacking

their opposition he beat off the daring assaults

of the heretics : overthrowing in hand to

hand struggles by word of mouth those who
came to close quarters, and striking those at a

distance by arrows winged with ink, which is

in no wise inferior to inscriptions on tablets
;

not giving directions for one small nation only

like that of the Jews, concerning meats and
drinks, temporary sacrifices, and purifications

of the flesh ;
^ but for every nation and part of

the world, concerning the Word of truth, the

source of our salvation. Again, since unrea-

soning action and unpractical reasoning are

alike ineffectual, he added to his reasoning

the succour which comes from action ; he paid

visits, sent messages, gave interviews, in-

structed, reproved, rebuked,* threatened, re-

proached, undertook the defence of nations,

cities and individuals, devising every kind of

succour, and procuring from every source

specifics for disease: a second Bezaleel, an

i^

\

a I Pet it. 9- /3 Ps. Ixxx. 9.

o Prov. xiv. 30 (LXX).
y Ps. cxxxii. 4. S Heb. ix. zo.

/3 Jonah iv. 8.

( 2 Time iv. 3.
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architect of the Divine tabernacle," applying

every material and art to the work, and com-

bining all in a harmonious and surpassing

beauty.

44. Why need I enter into further detail ?

We were assailed again by the Anti-Christian

Emperor,'^ that tyrant of the faith, with more

abundant impiety and a hotter onset, inas-

much as the dispute must be with a stronger

antagonist, like that unclean and evil spirit,

who when sent forth upon his wanderings from

man, returns to take up liis abode in him

again with a greater number of spirits, as we
have heard in the Gospels. v This spirit he

imitated, both in renewing the contest in

which he had formerly been Avorsted, and in

adding to his original efforts. He thought

that it was a strange and insufferable thing

that he, who ruled over so many nations and

liad won so much renown, and reduced under

the power of imi)iety all those round about

him, and overcome every adversary, should be

publicly worsted by a single man, and a single

city, and so incur the ridicule not only of

those patrons of ungodliness by whom he was

led, but also, as he supposed, of all men.

45. It is said that the King^ of Persia, on

his expedition into Greece, was not only

urged to immoderate threats, by elation at

the numbers of every race of men which in

his wrath and pride he was leading against

them : but thought to terrify them the more,

by making them afraid of him, in consequence

of his novel treatment of the elements. A
strange land and sea were heard of, the work
of the new creator ; and an army which sailed

over the dry land, and marched over the

ocean, while islands were carried off, and the

sea was scourged, and all the other mad pro-

ceedings of that army and expedition, which,

though they struck terror into the ignoble,

v/ere ridiculous in the eyes of men of brave

and steadfast hearts. There was no need

of anything of this kind in the expedition

against us, but what was still worse and more
harmful, this was what the Emperor was re-

ported to say and do. He stretched forth

his mouth unto heaven, speaking blasphemy

against the most High, and his tongue went
through the world. "^ Excellently did the in-

spired David before our days thus describe

him who made heaven to stoop to earth, and
reckoned with the creation that supermun-
dane nature, which the creation cannot even
contain, even though in kindness to man it

did to some extent come among us, in order

a F.xod. xxxi. 2. j3 F.iuJ>eror. Valcns. y S. T,<ike .\i. 24.

6 l\iii^. Xcixcs, e I's, l.xxiii. 9,

to draw to itself us who were lying upon the

ground.

46. Furious indeed were his first acts of

wantonness, more furious still his final efforts

against us. What shall I speak of first ?

Exiles, banishments, confiscations, open and

secret plots, persuasion, where time allov.-ed,

violence, where persuasion was impossible.

Those who clung to the orthodox faith, as

we did, were extruded from their churches

;

others were intruded, who agreed with the

Imperial soul-destroying doctrines, and begged

for testimonials of impiety, and subscribed to

statements still harder than these. Burnings °-

of Presbyters at sea, impious generals, not

those who conciuered the Persians, or sub-

dued the Scythians, or reduced any other bar-

baric nation, but those who assailed churches,

and danced in triumph upon altars, and de-

filed the unbloody sacrifices with the blood of

man and victims, and offered insult to the

modesty of virgins. With what object? The
extrusion of the Patriarch Jacob,^ and the in-

trusion in his place of Esau, who was hated,

>

even before his birth. This is the description

of his first acts of wantonness, the mere re-

collection and mention of which even now,

rouses the tears of most of us.

47. Accordingly, when, after passing through

all quarters, he made his attack in order to en-

slave this impregnable and formidable mother
of the Churches, the only still remaining un-

quenched spark of the truth, he discovered

that he had been for the first time ill advised.

For he was driven back like a missile which
strikes upon some stronger body, and recoiled

like a broken hawser. Such was the prelate

of the Church that he met with, such was the

bulwark by which his efi"orts were broken and
dissipated. Other particulars may be heard

from those who tell and recount them, from

their own experience—and none of those who
recount them is destitute of this full experi-

ence. But all must be filled with admiration

who are aware of the struggles of that time,

the assaults, the promises, the threats, the

commissioners sent before him to try to pre-

vail upon us, men of judicial and military

rank, men from the harem, who are men
among women, women among men, whose
only manliness consisted in their impiety,

and being incapable of natural licentiousness,

commit fornication in the only way they

can, with their tongues ; the chief cook

a Bu>->tlii!:s, A.u. 370. KiLjlUy ecclesi.nstics, sent on r» mission to

Valcns at NiconicJia, were by his orders sent to sea off the coast

of Bithynia, and. the vessel being set on fire, were burnt to death.

^ yacol', i.e., Athanasius. Jisau — George. y Rom. i.\. 11.

/
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Nebuzaradan," who threatened us witli the

weapons of his art, and was despatched by his

own fire. But what especially excites my
wonder, and what I could not, even if I

would, pass by, I will describe as concisely as

possible.

48. Who has not heard of the prefect^ of

those days, who, for his own part, treated us

with such e.Kcessive arrogance, having himself

been admitted, or perhaps committed, to bap-

tism by the other party ; and strove by ex-

ceeding the letter of his instructions, and
gratifying his master in every particular, to

guarantee and preserve his own possession of

power. Though he raged against the Church,

and assumed a lion-like aspect, and roared like

a lion till most men dared not ajiproach him,

yet our noble prelate was brought into or

rather entered his court, as if bidden to a

feast, instead of to a trial. How can I fitly de-

scribe, either the arrogance of the prefect cr 1

the prudence with which it was met by the 1

Saint. ''What is the meaning, Sir Basil,"

he said, addressing him by name, and not as

yet deigning to term him Bishop, " of your

daring, as no other dares, to resist and oppose

so great a potentate ? " "In what respect ?
'

'

said our noble chami)ion, " and in what does

my rashness consist ? For this I have yet to

learn." " In refusing to respect the religion

of your Sovereign, when all others have

yielded and submitted themselves?" "Be-
cause," said he, •' this is not the will of my
real Sovereign ; nor can I, who am the creature

of God, and bidden myself to be God, submit

to worship any creature." " And what do
we," said the prefect, "seem to you to be?
Are we, who give you this injunction, nothing

at all ? Wliat do you say to this ? Is it not

a great thing to be ranged with us as your
associates?" "You are, I will not deny
it," said he, "a prefect, and an illustrious

one, yet not of more honour than God. And
to be associated with you is a great thing,

certainly ; for you are yourself the creature of

God ; but so it is to be associated Avith any
other of my subjects. For faith, and not per-

sonal imj)ortance, is the distinctive mark of

Christianity."

49. Then indeed the prefect became ex-

cited, and rose from his seat, boiling with

rage, and making use of harsher language.
" What? " said he, " have you no fear of my
authority?" "Fear of what ? " said Basil,
'

' How could it affect me ? " "Of what ? Of

uNcbiizaradait. DcmoKthcncs, a creature of Valens, sent tu

pcrsu.-idc linsil to yicl.l to the Eniperor.
j3 Pre/tct. Modcsiu*

any one of the resources of my power."
" What are these? " said l>asil, " i)ray, inform

me." " Confiscation, banishment, torture,

death." " Have you no other threat ? " said

he, " for none of these can reach me."
"How indeed is that?" said the prefect.

"Because," he replied, "a man who has

nothing, is beyond the reach of confiscation
;

unless you demand my tattered rags, and the

few books, which are my only possessions.

Banishment is impossible for me, \s\\o am con-

fined by no limit of place, counting my own
neither tlie land where I now dwell, nor all of

that into which I may be hurled ; or, rather,

counting it all God's, whose guest and depend-

ent I am. As for tortures, what hold can

they ha\e upon one whose body hr^; ceased to

be? Unless you mean the first stroke, for

this alone is in your power. Death is my
benefactor, for it will send me the sooner to

God, for Whom I live, and exist, and have all

but died, and to ^Vhom I have long been has-

tening." \

50. Amazed at this language, the prefect

said, " No one has ever yet spoken thus, and
with .such boldness, to INIodestus." "Why,
perhaps," said Basil, " you have not met with

a Bishop, or in his defence of such interests

he would have used precisely the same lan-

guage. For v,-e are modest in general, and
submissive to every one, according to the pre-

cept of our law. We may not treat \\\i\\

haughtiness even any ordinary person, to say

nothing of so great a potentate. But where
the interests of God are at stake, we care for

nothing else, and make these our sole object.

Fire and sword and wild beasts, and rakes

which tear the flesh, we revel in, and fear

them not. You may further insult and threat-

en us, and do whatever you will, to the full

extent of your power. The Emperor him-
self may hear this—that neither by violence

nor persuasion will you bring us to make com-
mon cause with impiety, not even though

your threats become still more terrible."

51. At the close of this colloquy, the pre-

fect, having been convinced by the attitude of

Basil, that he was absolutely impervious to

threats and influence, dismissed him from the

court, his former threatening manner being re-

])laced by somewhat of respect and deference.

He himself with all speed obtained an audi-

ence of the lunperor, and said: "We have

been worsted. Sire, by the prelate of this

Church. He is superior to threats, invincible

in argument, uninfluenced l)y persuasion. We
must make trial of some more feeble charac-

ter ; and in this case resort to open violence,
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or submit to the disregard of oiir threaten-

ings. " Hereupon the Emperor, forced by

the praises of Basil to condemn his own con-

duct (for even an enemy can admire a man's

excellence), would not allow violence to be

used against him : and, like iron, which is

softened by fire, yet still remains iron, though

turned from threatening to admiration, would

not enter into communion with him, being

prevented by shame from changing his course,

but sought to justify his conduct by the most

I)lausible excuse he could, as the sequel will

show.

5 2 . For he entered the Church attended by

the whole of his train ; it was the festival of the

Epiphany, and the Church was crowded, and,

by taking his place among the people, he made
a profession of unity. The occurrence is not

to be lightly passed over. Upon his entrance

he was struck by the thundering roll of the

Psalms, by the sea of heads of the congrega-

tion, and by the angelic rather than human
order which pervaded the sanctuary and its

precincts : while Basil presided over his peo-

ple, standing erect, as the Scripture says of

Samuel,* with body and eyes and mind undis-

turbed, as if nothing new had happened, but

fixed upon God and the sanctuary, as if, so to

say, he had been a statue, while his ministers

stood around him in fear and reverence. At
this sight, and it was indeed a sight unparal-

leled, overcome by human weakness, his eyes

were affected with dimness and giddiness, his

mind with dread. This was as yet unnoticed

by most people. But when he had to offer

the gifts at the Table of God, which he must

needs do himself, since no one would, as usual,

assist him, because it was uncertain whether

Basil would admit him, his feelings were re-

vealed. For he was staggering, and had not

some one in the sanctuary reached out a hand
to steady his tottering steps, he would have

sunk to the ground in a lamentable fall. So
much for this.

53. As for the wisdom of his conference

with the Emperor, who, in his quasi-commu-

nion with us entered within the veil to see

and speak to him, as he had long desired to

do, what else can I say but that they were in-

spired words, which were heard by the cour-

tiers and by us who had entered with them?
This was the beginning and first establishment

of the Emperor's kindly feeling towards us

;

the impression jiroduced by this reception put

an end to the greater i)art of the persecution

which assailed us like a river.

a I Sam. xix, 20,

54. Another incident is not of less impor-

tance than those I have mentioned. The
wicked were victorious, and the decree for his

banishment was signed, to the full satisfaction

of tho.se who furthered it. The night had

come, the chariot was ready, our haters were

exultant, the pious in despair, we surrounded

the zealous traveller, to whose honourable dis-

grace nothing was wanting. What next ? It

was undone by God. For He Who smote the

first-born of Egypt,* for its harshness towards

Israel, also struck the son of the Emperor
with disease. How great was the speed

!

There was the sentence of banishment, here

the decree of sickness : the hand of the wick-

ed scribe was restrained, and the saint was pre-

served, and the man of piety presented to us,

by the fever which brought to reason the arro-

gance of the Emperor. What could be more
just or more speedy than this ? This was the

series of events : the Emperor's child was sick

and in bodily pain. The father was pained

for it, for what can the father do ? On all sides

he sought for aid in his distress, he summoned
the best physicians, he betook himself to inter-

cessions with the greatest fervour, and flung

himself upon the ground. Affliction humbles
even emperors, and no wonder, for the like

sufferings of David in the case of his child are

recorded for us.^ But as no cure for the evil

could anywhere be found, he applied to the

faith of Basil, not personally summoning him,
in shame for his recent ill treatment, but en-

trusting the mission to others of his nearest

and dearest friends. On his arrival, without

the delay or reluctance which any one else

might have shown, at once the disease relaxed,

and the father cherished better hopes ; and
had he not blended salt water with the fresh,

by trusting to the heterodox at the same time

that he summoned Basil, the child would have

recovered his health and been preserved for

his father's arms. This indeed was the con-

viction of those who were present at the time,

and shared in the distress.

55. The same mischance is said to have be-

fallen the prefect. He also was obliged by
sickness to bow beneath the hands of the

Saint, and, in reality, to men of sense a visita-

tion brings instruction, and affliction is often

better than prosperity. He fell sick, was in

tears, and in pain, he sent for Basil, and en-

treated him, crying out, " I own that you
were in the right; only save me!" His

request was granted, as he himself acknow-
ledged, and convinced many ^\•ho had known

a E.\od. .\ii. 39. P 3 Sam. .\ii. 16,
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nothing of it ; for he never ceased to wonder

at and describe the powers of the prelate.

Such was his conduct in these cases, such its

result. Did he then treat others in a different

way, and engage in petty disputes about trifles,

or fail to rise to the heights of philosophy in

a course of action which merits no praise and

is best passed over in silence ? By no means.

He who once stirred up the wicked Hadad
against Israel,* stirred up against him the pre-

fect^ of the province of Pontus ; nominally,

from annoyance connected with some poor

creature of a woman, but in reality as a part

of the struggle of impiety against the truth.

I pass by all his other insults against Basil,

or, for it is the same thing, against God

;

for it is against Him and on His behalf

that the contest was waged. One instance

of it, however, which brought special dis-

grace upon the assailant, and exalted his ad-

versary, if philosophy and eminence for it

be a great and lofty thing, I will describe at

length.

56. The assessor of a judge was attempting

to force into a distasteful marriage a lady of

high birth whose husband was but recently

dead. At a loss to escape from this high-

handed treatment, she resorted to a device no
less prudent than daring. She fled to the

holy table, and placed herself under the pro-

tection of God against outrage. What, in

the Name of the Trinity Itself, if I may in-

troduce into my panegyric somewhat of the

forensic style, ought to have been done, I do
not say, by the great Basil, who laid down the

law for us all in such matters, but by any one
who, though far inferior to him, was a priest?

Ought he not to have allowed her claim, to

have taken charge of, and cared for, her ; to

have raised his hand in defence of the kind-

ness of God and the law which gives honour

to the altar ? Ought he not to have been will-

ing to do and suffer anything, rather than take

part in any inhuman design against her, and
outrage at once the holy table, and the faith

in which she had taken sanctuary ? No ! said

the baffled judge, all ought to yield to my
authority, and Christians should betray their

own laws. The suppliant whom be demand-
ed, was at all hazards retained. Accordingly,

in his rage, he at last sent some of the magis-

trates to search the saint's bedchamber, with

the purpose of dishonouring him, rather than

from any necessity. What ! Search the

nouse of a man so free from passion, whom
the angels revere, at whom women do not

a I Kings xi. 14.

VOL. VII.

P The prefect. Eusebius.

venture even to look ? And, not content

with thisi he summoned him, and put him on
his defence ; and that, in no gentle or kindly

manner, but as if he were a convict. Upon
Basil's appearance, standing, like my Jesus,

before the judgment seat of Pilate, he pre-

sided at the trial, full of wrath and pride.

Yet the thunderbolts did not fall, and the

sword of God still glittered, and waited,

while His bow, though bent, was restrained.

Such indeed is the custom of God.

57. Consider another struggle between our^

champion and his persecutor. His ragged

l)allium having been ordered to be torn away,
" I will also, if you wish it, strip offmy coat,"

said he. His fleshless form was threatened

with blows, and he offered to submit to be

torn with combs, and he said, " By such

laceration you will cure my liver, which, as

you see, is wearing me away." Such was
their argument. But when the city perceived

the outrage and the common danger of all

—

for each one considered this insolence a dan-

ger to himself, it became all on fire with rage ;

and, like a hive roused by smoke, one after

another was stirred and arose, every race

and every age, but especially the men from the

small-arms factory and from the imperial weav-

ing-sheds. For men at work in these trades

are specially hot-tempered and daring, be-

cause of the liberty allowed them. Each man
was armed with the tool he was using, or

with whatever else came to hand at the

moment. Torch in hand, amid showers of

stones, with cudgels ready, all ran and
shouted together in their united zeal. Anger
makes a terrible soldier or general. Nor were

the women weaponless, when roused by such

an occasion. Their pins were their spears,

and no longer remaining women, they were

by the strength of their eagerness endowed
with masculine courage. It is a short story.

They thought that they would share among
themselves the piety of destroying him, and

held him to be most pious who first laid

hands on one who had dared such deeds.

What then was the conduct of this haughty

and daring judge? He begged for mercy

in a pitiable state of distress, cringing before

them to an unparalleled extent, until the ar-

rival of the martyr without bloodshed, who
had won his crown without blows, and now
restrained the people by the force of his per-

sonal influence, and deUvered the man who had

insulted him and now sought his protection.

This was the doing of the God of Saints, Who
worketh and changeth all things for the best,

who resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to

F f
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the humble.* And why should not He, Who
divided the sea and stayed the river, and

ruled the elements, and by stretching out set

up a trophy, to save His exiled people, why
should not He have also rescued this man
from his perils ?

58. This was the end and fortunate close, in

the Providence of God, of the war with the

world, a close worthy of liis faith. But here

at once is the beginning of the war with the

Bishops, and their allies, which involved great

disgrace, and still greater injury to their sub-

jects. For who could persuade others to be

temperate, when such was the conduct of

their prelates ? For a long time they had

been unkindly disposed towards him, on three

grounds. They neither agreed with him in

/ the matter of the faith, except in so far as

they were absolutely obliged to yield to the

majority of the faithful. Nor had they al-

together laid aside the grudge they owed him
for his election. And, what was most griev-

ous of all to them, though they would have

been most ashamed to own it—he so far out-

^ shone them in reputation. There was also a

further cause of dissension which stirred up
again the others. When our country had
been divided into two provinces and metro-

political sees, and a great part of the former

was being added to the new one, this again

roused their factious spirit. The one ^

thought it right that the ecclesiastical boun-

daries should be settled by the civil ones : and
therefore claimed those newly added, as be-

longing to him, and severed from their former

metropolitan. The other v clung to the an-

cient custom, and to the division which had
come down from our fathers. Many painful

results either actually followed, or were strug-

gling in the womb of the future. Synods
were wrongfully gathered by the new metro-

politan, and revenues seized upon. Some
of the presbyters of the churches refused obe-

dience, others were won over. In conse-

quence the affairs of the churches fell into a

sad state of dissension and division. Novelty

indeed has a certain charm for men, and they

readily turn events to their own advantage,

and it is easier to overthrow something which
is already established, than to restore it when
overthrown. What however enraged him
most was, that the revenues ^ of the Taurus,

which passed along before his eyes, accrued to

his rival, as also the od'erings at Saint Ores-

a S. James iv. 6.

^ The one, i.e., Anlhimus, 13ishop of Tyaiia.

Y T/w other, i.e., IJasil.

8 Revenues. The dues ami offerings of the people of the dio-
cese.

tes'," of which he was greatly desirous to

reap the fruits. He even went so far as, on
one occasion when Basil was riding along his

own road, to seize his mules by the bridle

and bar the passage with a robber band. And
with how specious a pretext, the care of his

spiritual children and of the souls entrusted to

him, and the defence of the faith—pretexts

which veiled that most common vice, insati-

able avarice—and further, the wrongfulness of

paying dues to heretics, a heretic being any
one who had displeased him.

59. The holy man of God however, nietro-

politan as he was of the true Jerusalem above,

was neither carried away with the failure of

those who fell, nor allowed himself to over-

look this conduct, nor did he desire any in-

adequate remedy for the evil. Let us see how
great and wonderful it was, or, I would say,

how worthy of his soul. He made of the dis-

sension a cause of increase to the Church, and
the disaster, under his most able management,
resulted in the multiplication of the Bishops

of the country. From this ensued three most
desirable consequences ; a greater care for

souls, the management by each city of its own
affairs, and the cessation of the war in this

quarter. I am afraid that I myself was treated

as an appendage to this scheme. By no other

term can I readily describe the position.

Greatly as I admire his whole conduct, to an

extent indeed beyond my powers of expres-

sion, of this single particular I find it impos-

sible to approve, for I will acknowledge my
feelings in regard to it, though these are from
other sources not unknown to most of you. I

mean the change and faithlessness of his treat-

ment of myself, a cause of pain which even
time has not obliterated. For this is the

source of all the inconsistency and tangle of my
life ; it has robbed me of the practice, or at

least the reputation, of philosophy ; of small

moment though the latter be. The defence,

which you will perhaps allow me to make for

him, is this ; his ideas were superhuman, and
having, before his death, become superior to

worldly influences, his only interests were
those of the Spirit : while his regard for

friendship was in no wise lessened by his

readiness then, and then only, to disregard

its claims, when they were in conflict with his

])aramount duty to God, and when the end
he had in view was of greater importance than

the interests he was compelled to set aside.

60. I am afraid that, in avoiding the impu-
tation of indifference at the hands of those

a Orestes. A ch.ipel dedicated to S. Orestes at the foot of Mt.
Taurus, where the offerings were collected.
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who desire to know all that can be said about

him, I shall incur a charge of prolixity from

those whose ideal is the golden mean. For
the latter Basil himself had the greatest re-

spect, being specially devoted to the adage

"In all things the mean <* is the best," and
acting upon it throughout his life. Neverthe-

less, disregarding alike those who desire un-

due conciseness or excessive prolixity, I pro-

ceed thus with my sjieech. Different men
"attain success in different ways, some applying

themselves to one alone of the many forms of

excellence, but no one, of those hitherto known
to me, arriving at the highest eminence in all

respects ; he being in my opinion the best,

who has won his laurels on the widest field,

or gained the highest possible renown in some
single particular. Such however was the

height of Basil's fame, that he became the

pride of human kind. Let us consider the

matter thus. Is any one devoted to poverty

and a life devoid of property, and free from

superfluity ? What did he possess besides his

body, and the necessary coverings of the flesh ?

His wealth was the having nothing, and he

thought the cross, with which he lived, more
precious than great riches. For no one, how-
ever much he may wish, can obtain possession

of all things, but any one can learn to despise,

and so prove himself superior to, all things.

Such being his mind, and such his life, he

had no need of an altar and of vainglory, nor

of such a public announcement as " Crates^

sets Crates the Theban free." For his aim
was ever to be, not to seem, most excellent.

Nor did he dwell in a tub,v and in the midst

of the market-place, and so by luxuriating in

publicity turn his poverty into riches : but

was poor and unkempt, yet without ostenta-

tion : and taking cheerfully the casting over-

board of all that he ever had, sailed lightly

across the sea of life.

61. A wondrous thing is temperance, and
fewness of wants, and freedom from the domin-
ion of pleasures, and from the bondage of that

cruel and degrading mistress, the belly. Who
was so independent of food, and, without exag-

geration, more free from the flesh ? For he flung

away all satiety and surfeit to creatures desti-

tute of reason, whose life is slavish and debas-

ing. He paid little attention to such things

as, next to the ajjpetite, are of equal rank, but,

as far as possible, lived on the merest necessa-

ries, his only luxury being to prove liimself not

a The tntau, etc. A ciying of CUobulus, one uf the seven
Sages.

P Crates. He made this proclamation when he had stripped
himself of all his possessions.

y In a tub, like Diogenes, the Cynic.

luxurious, and not, in consequence, to have

greater needs : but he looked to the lilies and
the birds," whose beauty is artless, and their

food casual, according to the important advice

of my Christ, who made Himself poor ^ in the

flesh for our sakes, that we might enjoy the ,^
riches of His Godhead. Hence came his single

coat and well worn cloak, and his bed on the

bare ground, his vigils, his unwashedness (such

were his decorations) and his most sweet food

and relish, bread, and salt, his new dainty,
P-and the sober and plentiful drink, with which

fountains supply those who are free from

trouble. The result, or the accomj^animent,

of these things were the attendance on the sick

and practice of medicine, our common intel-

lectual pursuit. For, though inferior to him in

all other respects, I must needs be his equal in

distress.

62. A great thing is virginity, and celibacy,'

and being ranked with the angels, and with

the single nature ; for I shrink from calling it

Christ's, Who, though He willed to be born for

our sakes who are born, by being born of a

Virgin, enacted v the law of virginity, to lead /<

us away from this life, and cut short the power
of the world, or rather, to transmit one world

to another, the present to the future. Who
then paid more honour to virginity, or had

more control of the flesh, not only by his per-

sonal example, but in those under his care?

Whose are the convents, and the written reg- -^

ulations, by which he subdued every sense,

and regulated every member, and won to the

real practice of virginity, turning inward the

view of beauty, from the visible to the invis-

ible ; and by wasting away the external, and
withdrawing fuel from the flame, and revealing

the secrets of the heart to God, Who is the

only bridegroom of pure souls, and takes in

with himself the watchful souls, if they go to

meet him with lamps burning and a plentiful

supply of oil ? * Moreover he reconciled most tC "/v /?
excellently and united the solitary and the ^

community life. These had been in many re-

spects at variance and dissension, while neither

of them was in absolute and unalloyed pos-

session of good or evil : the one being more

calm and settled, tending to union with God,

yet not free from pride, inasmuch as its virtue

lies beyond the means of testing or compari-

son ; the other, which is of more practical

service, being not free from the tendency to

turbulence. He founded cells « for ascetics ^

d S. Matt. vi. 26. /3 z Cor. viii. 9.

Y Enacted by his religious rule, or as some say by a treatise on

Virginity. * S. Matt. xxv. 2.

« Cetlsy etc. This passage Btrongly favours the view of Clemen-

Let tliat S. Gregory uses fiofavTifpia in the literal sense of " the

Ff 2
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and hermits, but at no great distance from his

cenobitic communities, and, instead of distin-

guishing and separating the one from the

other, as if by some intervening wall, he

K brought them together and united them, in

order that the contemplative spirit might not

be cut off from society, nor the active life be

uninfluenced by the contemplative, but that,

like sea and land, by an interchange of their

several gifts, they might unite in promoting

the one object, the glory of God.

63. What more ? A noble thing is philan-

thropy, and the support of the poor, and the

assistance of human weakness. Go forth a lit-

tle way from the city, and behold the new
city," the storehouse of piety, the common
treasury of the wealthy, in which the superflui-

ties of their wealth, aye, and even their neces-

saries, are stored, in consequence of his exhor-

tations, freed from the power of the moth,^ no

longer gladdening the eyes of the thief, and

escaping both the emulation of envy, and the

corruption of time : where disease is regarded

in a religious light, and disaster is thought a

blessing, and sympathy is put to the test.

Why should I compare with this work Thebes v

of the seven portals, and the Egyptian Thebes,

and the walls of Babylon, and the Carian

tomb of Mausolus, and the Pyramids, and the

bronze without weight of the Colossus, or the

size and beauty of shrines that are no more,

and all the other objects of men's wonder,

and historic record, from which their found-

ers gained no advantage, except a slight meed
of fame. My subject is the most wonderful

of all, the short road to salvation, the easiest

ascent to heaven. There is no longer before

our eyes that terrible and piteous spectacle of

men who are living corpses, the greater part

of whose limbs have mortified, driven away
from their cities and homes and public places

and fountains, aye, and from their own dear-

est ones, recognizable by their names rather

than by their features : they are no longer

brought before us at our gatherings and meet-

ings, in our common intercourse and union,

no longer the objects of hatred, instead of

l)ity on account of their disease ; composers

of piteous songs, if any of them have their

voice still left to them. Why should I try

to express in tragic style all our experiences,

when no language can be adequate to their

hard lot ? He however it was, who took the

lead in pressing upon those who were men,

that they ought not to despise their fellow-

abodes of solitaries," and that there is no great distinction be-

tween Koii'ui/iKoi and ixiyaSit. Cf. ii. 39. xxi. 10-19.

a New city—A hospital for the sick. (3 S. Matt. vi. 19.

y Thtbtsy «U, The " seven wonders of the world."'

men, nor to dishonour Christ, the one Head
of all, by their inhuman treatment of them

;

but to use the misfortunes of others as an op-

portunity of firmly establishing their own lot,

and to lend to God that mercy of which they

stand in need at His hands. He did not

therefore disdain to honour with his lips this

disease, noble and of noble ancestry and brill-

iant reputation though he was, but saluted ^

them as brethren, not, as some might suppose, X
from vainglory, (for who was so far removed '

from this feeling ?) but taking the lead in

approaching to tend them, as a consequence

of his philosophy, and so giving not only a

speaking, but also a silent, instruction. The
effect produced is to be seen not only in the

city, but in the country and beyond, and
even the leaders of society have vied with one

another in their philanthropy and magnanim-
ity towards them. Others have had their

cooks, and splendid tables, and the devices

and dainties of confectioners, and exquisite

carriages, and soft, flowing robes ; Basil's

care was for the sick, and the relief of their 0^

wounds, and the imitation of Christ, by
cleansing leprosy, not by a word, but in deed.

64. As to all this, what will be said by
those who charge him with pride and haughti-

ness? Severe critics they are of such con-

duct, applying to him, whose life was a stan-

dard, those who were not standards at all. Is

it possible that he who kissed the lepers, and

humiliated himself to such a degree, could I

treat haughtily those who were in health

:

and, while wasting his flesh by abstinence,

puff out his soul with empty arrogance ? Is

it possible to condemn the Pharisee, and ex-

pound the debasing effect of haughtiness, to

know Christ, Who condescended to the form

of a slave, and ate with publicans, and washed

the disciples' feet, and did not disdain the cross,

in order to nail my sin to it : and, more in-

credible still, to see God crucified, aye, along

with robbers also, and derided by the passers

by, impassible, and beyond the reach of suf-

fering as He is ; and yet, as his slanderers

imagine, soar himself above the clouds, and
think that nothing can be on an equality with ,

him. Nay, what they term pride is, I fancy, ^ i\

the firmness and steadfastness and stability of.

his character. Such persons would readily,

it seems to me, call bravery rashness, and the

circumspect a coward, and the temperate mis-

anthropic, and the just illiberal. For indeed

this philosophic axiom is excellent, which
says that the vices" are settled close to the

a Tht vicfs. This was the doctrine of Menander and Aristotle.
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virtues, and are, in some sense, their next-

door neighbours : and it is most easy, for

those whose training in such subjects has been

defective, to mistake a man for what he is

not. For who honoured virtue and castigated

vice more than he, or showed himself more
kind to the upright, more severe to the

wrong doers? His very smile often amounted
to praise, his silence to rebuke, racking the

evil in the secret conscience. And if a man
have not been a chatterer, and jester, and

gossip, nor a general favourite, because of

having pleased others by becoming all things

to all men," what of that? Is he not in the

eyes of sensible men worthy of praise rather

than of blame ? Unless it is a fault in the

lion that he is terrible and royal, and does

not look like an ape, and that his spring is

noble, and is valued for its wonderfulness :

while stage-players ought to win our admira-

tion for their pleasant and philanthropic char-

VC acters, because they please the vulgar, and
raise a laugh by their sounding slaps in the

face. And if this indeed be our object, who
was so pleasant when you met him, as I know,
who have had the longest experience ? Who
was more kindly in his stories, more refined

in his wit, more tender in his rebukes? His

reproofs gave rise to no arrogance, his relaxa-

tion to no dissipation, but avoiding excess in

either, he made use of both in reason and

season, according to the rules of Solomon,

who assigns to every business a season.

^

65. But what are these to his renown for

eloquence, and his powers of instruction,

which have won the favour of the ends of the

world ? As yet we have been compassing the

foot of the mountain, to the neglect of its

summit, as yet we have been crossing a strait,

paying no heed to the mighty and deep ocean.

For I think that if any one ever has become,

or can become, a trumpet, in his far sounding

resonance, or a voice of God, embracing the

universe, or an earthquake of the world, by
some unheard of miracle, it is his voice and

intellect which deserve these titles, for sur-

passing and excelling all men as much as we
surpass the irrational creatures. Who, more
than he, cleansed himself by the Spirit, and

made himself worthy to set forth divine

things? Who was more enlightened by the

light of knowledge, and had a closer in-

sight into the depths of the Spirit, and by the

aid of God beheld the things of God ? Whose
language could better express intellectual

truth, without, as most men do, limping on

a. I Cor. ix- 22. fi Eccles. iii' i.

one foot, by either failing to express his ideas,

or allowing his eloquence to outstrip his rea-

soning powers? In both respects he won a

like distinction, and showed himself to be his

own equal, and absolutely perfect. To search

all things, yea, the deep things of God » is,

according to the testimony of S. Paul, the

office of the Spirit, not because He is ignorant

of them, but because He takes delight in their

contemplation. Now all the things of the

Spirit Basil had fully investigated, and hence
he drew his instructions for every kind of

character, his lessons in the sublime, and his

exhortations to quit things present, and adapt
ourselves to things to come.

66. The sun is extolled by David for its

beauty, its greatness, its swift course, and its

power, splendid as a bridegroom, majestic as

a giant ; ^ while, from the extent of its circuit,

it has such power that it equally sheds its

light from one end of heaven to the other, and
the heat thereof is in no wise lessened by dis-

tance. Basil's beauty was virtue, his great-

ness theology, his course the perpetual mo-
tion reaching even to God by its ascents, and
his power the sowing and distribution of the

Word. So that I will not hesitate to say even
this, his utterance went out into all lands, v and
the power of his words to the ends of the

world : as S. Paul says of the Apostles,* bor-

rowing the words from David. What other

charm is there in any gathering to-day ? What
pleasure in banquets, in the courts, in the

churches ? What delight in those in author-

ity, and those beneath them ? What in the

hermits, or the cenobites? What in the lei-

sured classes, or those busied in affairs? What
in profane schools of philosophy or in our

own ? There is one, which runs through all,

and is the greatest—his writings and labours.

Nor do writers require any supply of matter

besides his teaching or writings. All the

laborious studies of old days in the Divine

oracles are silent, while the new ones are in

everybody's mouth, and he is the best teacher

among us who has the deepest acquaintance

with his works, and speaks of them and ex-

plains them in our ears. For he alone more
than supplies the place of all others to those

who are specially eager for instruction.

67. I will only say this of him. Whenever
I handle his Hexaemeron, and take its words

on my lips, I am brought into the presence of

the Creator, and understand tlie words of cre-

ation, and admire the Creator more than be-

fore, using my teacher as my only means of

/

V

a I Cor. ii. 10.

y Ps. xix. 5.

fl I''., xix. 6.

i Rom. X. j8.
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sight. Whenever I take up his polemical

works, I see the fire of Sodom,** by which the

wicked and rebellious tongues are reduced to

ashes, or the tower of (Jhalane,^ impiously

built,V and righteously destroyed. Whenever
I read his writings on the Spirit, I find the

God Whom I possess, and grow bold in my
utterance of the truth, from the support of his

theology and contemplation. His other trea-

tises, in which he gives explanations for those

who are shortsighted, by a threefold inscrip-

tion on the solid tablets of his heart, lead me
on from a mere literal or symbolical interpre-

tation to a still wider view, as I proceed from

one depth to another, calling upon deep ^ after

deep, and finding light after light, until I at-

tain the highest pinnacle. When I study his

panegyrics on our athletes, I despise the body,

and enjoy the society of those whom he is

praising, and rouse myself to the struggle.

His moral and practical discourses purify soul

and body, making me a temple fit for God,
and an instrument struck by the Spirit, to

celebrate by its strains the glory and power of

God. In fact, he reduces me to harmony and
order, and changes me by a Divine transfor-

mation.

68. Since I have mentioned theology, and
his most sublime treatises in this science, I

will make this addition to what I have already

said. For it is of great service to the com-
munity, to save them from being injured by
an unjustifiably low opinion of him. My re-

marks are directed against those evil disposed

persons who shelter their own vices under
cover of their calumnies against others. In

his defence of orthodox teaching, and of the

union and coequal divinity of the Holy
Trinity, to use terms which are, I think, as

exact and clear as possible, he would have
eagerly welcomed as a gain, and not a danger,

not only expulsion from his see, in which he

had originally no desire to be enthroned, but

even exile, and death, and its preliminary

tortures. This is manifest from his actual

conduct and sufferings. For when he had
been sentenced to banishment on behalf of the

truth, the only notice which he took of it was,

to bid one of his servants to take his writing

taljlet and follow him. He held it necessary,

according to the divine David's advice, to

guide his words with discretion,* and to en-

dure for a while the time of war, and the as-

cendency of tlie heretics, imtil it should be
succeeded by a time of freedom and calm,

which would admit of freedom of speech.

a Gen. xix. 24.

y Gen. xi. 4.

fi Chnlanc.
6 I's. xlii. 8.

LXX. forl?abe!.
€ lb. cxii. 5.

The enemy were on the watch for the unquali-

fied statement "the Spirit is God;" which,

although it is true, they and the wicked pa-

tron of their impiety imagined to be impious
;

so that they might banish him and his power
of theological instruction from the city, and
themselves be able to seize upon the church,

and make it the starting point and citadel,

from which they could overrun with their evil

doctrine the rest of the world. Accordingly,

by the use of other terms, and by statements

which unmistakably had the same meaning,

and by arguments necessarily leading to this

conclusion, he so overpowered his antagonists,

that they were left without reply, and in-

volved in their own admissions,—the greatest

proof possible of dialectical power and skill.

His treatise on this subject makes it further

manifest, being evidently written by a pen
borrowed from the Spirit's store. He post-

poned for the time the use of the exact term,

begging as a favour from the Spirit Himself

and his earnest champions, that they would
not be annoyed at his economy," nor, by
clinging to a single expression, ruin the whole

cause, from an uncompromising temper, at a

crisis when religion was in peril. He assured

them that they would suffer no injury from a

slight change in their expressions, and from

teaching the same truth in other terms. For
our salvation is not so much a matter of words
as of actions ; for we would not reject the

Jews, if they desired to unite with us, and yet

for a while sought to use the term " Anoint-

ed " instead of "Christ: " Avhile the com-
munity would suffer a very serious injury, if

the church were seized upon by the heretics.

69. That he, no less than any other, ac-

knowledged that the Spirit is God, is plain

from his often having publicly preached this

truth, whenever opportunity offered, and
eagerly confessed it when questioned in pri-

vate. But he made it more clear in his con-

versations with me, from whom he concealed

nothing during our conferences upon this sub-

ject. Not content with simply asserting it, he

proceeded, as he had but very seldom done
before, to imprecate upon himself that most
terrible fate of separation from the Spirit, if

he did not adore the Spirit as consubstantial

and coequal with the Father and the Son.

And if any one would accept me as having
been his fellow labourer in this cause, I will

set forth one point hitlierto unknown to most
men. Under the pressure of the difficulties

a KcoHoiHy. In rcfraininj; from the express .isscrtion "The Holy
Gliost is Goil " —some h.ivc bl.iincd S. lia>il for tliis : but his con-
duct has the approval of S. Atlianasius. Kp. ad Palladium,

V-

i
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of the period, he himself undertook tlie

y economy, while allowing freedom of speech

A- to me, whom no one was likely to drag from

ol)scurity to trial or banishment, in order tliat

by our imited efforts our Gospel might be

firmly established. I mention this, not to

defend his reinitation, for the man is stronger

than his assailants, if there are any such ; but

to prevent men from thinking that the terms

found in his writings are the utmost limit

of the truth, and so have their faith weak-

ened, and consider that their own error is

supported by his theology, which was the !

joint result of the influences of the time and
of the Spirit, instead of considering the sense

,

of his writings, and the object with which
they were written, so as to be brought closer

|

to the truth, and enabled to silence the parti-

sans of impiety. At any rate let his theology I

be mine, and that of all dear to me ! And 1

so confident am I of his spotlessness in this

respect, that I take him for my partner in

this, as in all else : and may what is mine be

attributed to him, what is his to me, both at

the hands of God, and of the wisest of men !

For we would not say that the Evangelists are

at variance with one another, because some
are more occupied with the human side of

the Christ, and others pay attention to His
Divinity ; some having commenced their his-

tory with what is within our own experience,

others with what is above us ; and by thus

sharing the substance of their message, they

have procured the advantage of those who
receive it, and followed the impressions of

the Spirit Who was within them.

70. Come then, there have been many men
of old days illustrious for piety, as lawgivers,

Y generals, prophets, teachers, and men brave

to the shedding of blood. Let us compare
our prelate with them, and thus recognize his

merit. Adam was honoured by the hand of

God,** and the delights of Paradise,^ and the

first legislation : > but, unless I slander the

reputation of our first parent, he kept not the

command. Now Basil both received and
observed it, and received no injury from the

tree of knowledge, and escaped the flaming

sword, and, as I am well assured, has attained

to Paradise. Enos first ventured to call upon
the Lord.* Basil both called upon Him
himself, and, what is far more excellent,

preached Him to others. Enoch was trans-

lated,* attaining to his translation as the reward

of a little piety (for the faith was still in

shadow) and escaped the peril of the remain-

a Gen. i. 27.

t lb. iv. 26.
P lb. ii. 8. V lb. ii. 16.

c lb. V. 21.

der of life, but Basil's whole life was a trans- V

lation, and he was completely tested in a

complete life. Noah was entrusted with the

ark,"and the seeds of a new world committed

to a small house of wood, in their preserva-

tion from the waters. l>asil escaped the del-

uge of impiety and made of his own city an

ark of safety, which sailed lightly over the

heretics, and afterwards recovered the whole
world.

71. Abraham was a great man, a patriarch,

the offerer of the new sacrifice,^ by i)re.senting

to Him who had given it the promised seed,

as a ready offering, eager for slaughter. But
Basil's offering was no slight one, when he

offered himself to God, without any ecpiiva-

lent being given in his stead, (for how could

that have been possible?) so that his sacrifice

was consummated. Isaac was promised even

before his birth, v Basil promised himself, and
took for his spouse Rebekah, I mean the

Church, not fetched from a distance by the

mission of a servant,* but bestowed upon and
entrusted to him by God close at home : nor

was he outwitted in the preference of his

children, but bestowed upon each what was

due to him, without any deception, according

to the judgment of the Spirit. I extol the

ladder of Jacob,* and the pillar which he

anointed to God, and his wrestling with Him,
whatever it was ; and, in my opinion, it was
the contrast and opposition of the human
stature to the height of God, resulting in the

tokens of the defeat^ of his race. I ex-

tol also his clever devices and success in cat-

tle-breeding, and his children, the twelve

Patriarchs, and the distribution of his bless-

ings, with their glorious prophecy of the fu-

ture. But I still more extol Basil for the lad-

der which he did not merely see, but which
he ascended by successive steps towards ex-

cellence, and the pillar which he did not

anoint, but which he erected to God, by pil-

lorying the teaching of the ungodly ; and the

wrestling with which he wrestled, not with

God, but, on behalf of God, to the overthrow

of the heretics ; and his pastoral care, where-

by he grew rich, through gaining for himself

a number of marked sheep greater than that

of the unmarked, and his illustrious fruitful-

ness in spiritual children, and the blessing

with which he established many.

72. Joseph was a provider of corn,'' but in

Egypt only, and not frequently, and of bodily

food. Basil did so for all men, and at all

o Ceil. vi. T3. /3 lb. xxii. i.
^ v !•'• "viii. 10.

8 lb. xxiv. 3. « lb. xxviii. 12.

i Defeat or " loss of generative power," i) Gen. xli. 401
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t

times, and in spiritual food, and therefore, in

my opinion, his was the more honourable

function. Like Job, the. man of Uz,* he was

both tempted, and overcame, and at the

close of his struggles gained splendid honour,

having been shaken by none of his many as-

sailants, and having gained a decisive victory

over the efforts of the tempter, and put to

silence the unreason of his friends, who knew
not the mysterious character of his affliction.

"Moses and Aaron among His priests."^

Truly was Moses great, who inflicted the

plagues upon Egypt, y and delivered the people

among many signs and wonders, and entered

within the cloud, and sanctioned the double

law, outward in the letter, and inward in the

Spirit. Aaron was Moses' brother,^ both natur-

ally and spiritually, and offered sacrifices and

prayers for the ["people, as the hierophant of

the great and holy tabernacle, which the

Lord pitched, and not man.* Of both of

them IBasil was a rival, for he tortured, not

with bodily but with spiritual and mental

plagues, the Egyptian race of heretics, and

led to the land of promise ^ the people of pos-

session, zealous of good works ; ^ he inscribed

laws, which are no longer obscure, but en-

tirely spiritual, on tables * which are not broken

but are preserved ; he entered the Holy of

holies,' not once a year, but often, I may say

every day, and thence he revealed to us the

Holy Trinity; and cleansed the people, not

with temporary sprinklings, but with eternal

purifications. What is the special excellence

of Joshua ? " His generalship, and the distri-

bution of the inheritance, and the taking pos-

session of the Holy Land. And was not Basil

an Exarch ? ^ Was he not a general of those

who are saved by faith ? i^ Did he not assign

the different inheritances and abodes, accord-

ing to the will of God, among his followers ?

So that he too could use the words, " The
lot is fallen unto me in pleasant places ;

" " and
"my fortunes are in Thy hands," ^ fortunes

more precious than those which come to us on
earth, and can be snatched away.

73. Further, to run over the Judges, or

the most illustrious of the Judges, there is

" Samuel among those that call upon His
Name," ° who was given to God before his

birth, "^ and sanctified immediately after his

birth, and the anointer with his horn of kings

and priests. P But was not Basil as an infant

o Job i- 1. . P Ps. xcix. 6. y Exod. vii. 8 et seq.
S lb. xxix. 4. « Hcb. viii. 2. f lb. xi. 9.

>lTit. ii. 14. 9 2 Cor. iii. 3. t Kxod. xxiv. 8 ; Hcb. ix. 19.

K Josh. i. 2. A F.xarch or Metropolitan.

H Eph. li. 8. V Ps. xvi. 6. f Uj. xxxi. 16.

o lb. cxix. 6. TT I Sam. i. 20. p lb. xvi. 13.

consecrated to God from the womb, and

offered with a coaf at the altar, and was he

not a seer of heavenly things, and anointed of

the Lord, and the anointer of those who are

perfected by the Spirit ? Among the kings,

David is celebrated, whose victories and

trophies^ gained from the enemy are on

record, but his most characteristic trait was

his gentleness,'*' and, before his kingly ofifice,

his power with the harp, able to soothe even

the evil spirit. Solomon asked of God and
obtained breadth of heart,* making the furth-

est possible progress in wisdom and contem-

plation, so that he became the most famous

man of his time. Basil, in my opinion, was

in no wise, or but little inferior, to the one in

gentleness, to the other in wisdom, so that he

soothed the arrogance of infuriated sovereigns
;

and did not merely bring the queen of the

south from the ends of the earth, or any

other individual, to visit him because of his

renown for wisdom, but made his wisdom
known in all the ends of the world. I pass

over the rest of Solomon's life. Even if we
spare it, it is evident to all.

74. Do you praise the courage of Elijah * in

the presence of tyrants, and his fiery transla-

tion ? f Or the fair inheritance of Elisha, the

sheepskin mantle, accompanied by the spirit

of Elijah ? »» You must also praise the life of

Basil, spent in the fire. I mean in the multi-

tude of temptations, and his escape through

fire, which burnt, but did not consume, the

mystery of " the bush," ^ and the fair cloak of

skin from on high, his indifference to the

flesh. I pass by the rest, the three young men
bedewed in the fire,' the fugitive prophet pray-

ing in the whale's belly," and coming forth

from the creature, as from a chamber ; the

just man in the den, restraining the lions' rage,*

and the struggle of the seven Maccabees,''

who were perfected with their father and mo-
ther in blood, and in all kinds of tortures.

Their endurance he rivalled, and won their

glory.

75. I now turn to the New Testament, and
comparing his life with those who are here

illustrious, I shall find in the teachers a source

of honour for their disciple. Who was the

forerunner of Jesus?" John, the voice of the

Word,? the lamp of the Light," before Whom
he even leaped in the womb,"' and Whom he
preceded to Hades, whither he was despatched

by the rage of Herod,'' to herald even there

o Cf. I Sam. ii. 19. /S 2 S.im. v. i. y Ps. cxxxii. i (LXX.).
6 I Kings iv. 29. < 2 Kings i. i. fib. ii. 11. i\ lb. ii. 13, 15.

6 Exod. iii. I. t Dan. iii. 5. k Jonah ii. i. A Dan. \-i. aa.

fi 2 Mace. vii. i. v S. I.nkc i. 76. f lb. iii. 4.

o S. John V. 35 ; i. 8. tt S. Luke ii. 41. p S. Matt. xiv. 10,
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^

Him who was coming. And, if my language

seems audacious to anyone, let me assure him
beforehand, that in making this comparison,

I neither prefer Basil, nor imply that he is

equal to him who surpasses all who are born

of women, <* but only show that he was stirred

to emulation, and possessed to some extent his

striking features. For it is no slight thing for

the earnest to imitate the greatest of men,
even in a slight degree. Is it not indeed

manifest that Basil was a copy of John's asce-

ticism ? He also lived in the wilderness, and
wore in nightly watchings a ragged garb, dur-

ing his shrinking retirement ; he also loved a

similar food, purifying himself for God by
abstinence ; he also was thought worthy to be

a herald, if not a forerunner, of Christ, and
there went out to him not only all the region

round about,^ but also that which was beyond
its borders; he also stood between the two
covenants, abolishing the letter of the one by
administering the spirit of the other, and
bringing about the fulfilment of the hidden

law through the dissolution of that which
was apparent.

76. He emulated the zeal of Peter, v the in-

tensity of Paul, the faith of both these men of

name and of surname, the lofty utterance of

the sons of Zebedee, the frugality and sim-

plicity of all the disciples. Therefore he was
also entrusted with the keys of the heavens,*

and not only from Jerusalem and round about

unto lUyricum,* but he embraces a wider circle

in the Gospel ; he is not named, but becomes,

a Son of thunder ; and lying upon the breast

of Jesus, he draws thence the power of his

Avord, and the depth of his thoughts. He was
prevented from becoming a Stephen,^ eager

though he was, since reverence stayed the

hands of those who would have stoned him. I

am able to sum up still more concisely, to

avoid treating in detail on these points of each

individual. . In some respects he discovered,

in some he emulated, in others he surpassed

the good. In his many-sided virtues he ex-

celled all men of this day. I have but one
thing left to say, and in few words.

77. So great was his virtue, and the emi-

nence of his fame, that many of his minor char-

acteristics, nay, even his physical defects, have

been assumed by others with a view to no-

toriety. For instance his paleness, his beard,

his gait, his thoughtful, and generally medita-

tive, hesitation in sj^eaking, which, in the ill-

judged, inconsiderate imitation of many, took

the form of melancholy. And besides, the

o S. Matt. xi. II.

6 S. Matt. xvi. I.

^ lb. iii. 5.

c Kom. XV. I,

V Acts iv. 8.

i Acts vii. 58.

style of his dress, the shape of his bed, and
his manner of eating, none of which was to

him a matter of consequence, but simply the

result of accident and chance. So you might
see many Basils in outward semblance, among
these statues in outline, for it would be too

much to call them his distant echo. For an

echo, though it is the dying away of a sound,
at any rate represents it with great clearness,

while these men fall too far short of him to

satisfy even their desire to approach him.

Nor was it a slight thing, but a matter witli

good reason held in the highest estimation, to

chance to have met him or done him some
service, or to carry away the souvenir of some-
thing which he had said or done in jest or in

earnest : as I know that I have myself often

taken pride in doing ; for his improvisations

were much more precious and brilliant than

the laboured efforts of other men.

78. But when, after he had finished his

course, and kept the faith," he longed to de-

part, and the time for his crown was ap-

proaching,^ he did not hear the summons

:

"Get thee up into the mountam and die," V but
"Die, and come up to us." And here again he
%vrought a wonder in no wise inferior to those mentioned
before. For when he was almost dead, and breathless,

and had lost the greater part of his powers, he grew
stronger in his last words, so as to depart with the
utterances of religion, and, by ordaining the most ex-

cellent of his attendants, bestowed upon them both his

hand and the Spirit : so that his disciples, who had
aided him in his priestly office, might not be defrauded
of the priesthood. The remainder of my task I ap-
proach, but with reluctance, as it would fall more fitly

from the mouths of others than from my own. For I

cannot philosophise over my misfortune, even if I

greatly longed to do so, when I recollect that the loss

is common to us all, and that the misfortune has be-

fallen the whole world.

79. He lay, drawing his last breath, and awaited by
the choir on high, towards which he had long directed

his gaze. Around him poured the whole city, unable
to bear his loss, inveighing against his departure, as if

it had been an oppression, and clinging to his soul, as

though it had been capable of restraint or compulsion
at their hands or their prayers. Their suffering had
driven them distracted, all were eager, were it possible,

to add to his life a portion of their own. And when
they failed, for it must needs be proved that he was a

man, and, with his last words "Into thy Hands I com-
mend my spirit," * he had joyfully resigned his soul to

the care of the angels who carried him away ; not with-

out having some religious instructions and injunctions

for the benefit of those who were present—then oc-

curred a wonder more remarkable than any which had
happened before.

80. The saint was being carried out, lifted high by
the hands of holy men, and everyone was eager, some
to seize the hem of his garment, « others only just to

touch the shadow,^ or the bier which Ijorc his holy re-

mains (for what could be more holy or pure than tliat

body), others to draw near to those who were carrying

a 2 Tim. iv. 7.

£ Ps. xxxi. 6.

P Phil. i. 7;^.

e .S. Luke viii. 44.

y Dcut. xxxii. 49.

S Acts V. 15.
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it, others only to enjoy the siglit, as if even this were
l)eneficial. Market i^Iaces, porticos, houses of two or

three stories were filled with people escorting, preced-
ing, following, accompanying him, and trampling upon
each other ; tens of thousands of every race and age,

beyond all previous experience. The psalmody was
overborne by the lamentations, philosophic resignation

sank beneath the misfortune. Our own people vied
with strangers, Jews, Greeks, and foreigners, and they
with us, for a greater share in the benefit, by means
of a more abundant lamentation. To close my story,

the calamity ended in danger ; many souls departed
along witii him, from the violence of the pushing and
confusion, who have been thought happy in their end,
departing together with him, "funeral victims," per-
haps some fervid orator miglit call them. The body
having at Inst escaped from those who would seize it,

and made its way through those who went before it,

was consigned to the tomb of his fathers, the high
priest being added to the priests, the mighty voice
which rings in my ears to the heralds, the martyr to

the martyrs. And now he is in heaven, where, if I

mistake not, he is offering sacrifices for us, and pray-
ing for the people, for though he has left us, he has
not entirely left us. While I, Gregory, who am half

dejid, and, cleft in twain, torn away from our great

union,.and dragging along a life of pain which runs
not easily, as may be supposed, after separation from
him, know not what is to be my end now that I have
lost my guidance. And even now I am admonished
and instructed in nightly visions, if ever I fall sliort of

my duty. And my present object is not so much to

mingle lamentations with my praises, or to portray the
public life of the man, or publish a picture of virtue

common to all time, and an example salutary to all

churches, and to all souls, which we may keep in view,

as a living law, and so riglitly direct our lives as to

counsel you, wlio liave been completely initiated into

his doctrine, to fix your eyes upon him, as one who
sees you and is seen by you, and thus to be perfected
by the Spirit.

8i. Come hither then, and surround me, all ye
members of his choir, both of tlie clergy and the
laity, Ijoth of our own country and from aljroad ; aid

me in my eulogy, by each supplying or demanding the
account of some of his excellences. Regard, ye occu-

pants of the bench, the lawgiver
; ye politicians, the

statesman
; ye men of the people, his orderliness

; ye
men of letters, the instructor

; ye virgins, the leader
of the bride

; ye who are yoked in marriage, the re-

Btraincr ; ye hermits, him who gave you wings
; ye

cenobitcs, tlie judge
; ye simple men, the guide

; ye
contemplatives, the divine

;
ye cheerful ones, the

bridle ; ye unfortunate men, the consoler, the staff of
hoar hairs, the guide of youth, the relief of poverty,
the steward of al)undance. Widows also will, I imag-
ine, praise their protector, orphans their father, jioor

men their friend, strangers their entertainer, brothers
the man of brotherly love, the sick tlieir physician,
whatever be their sickness and the healing they need,
the healthy the preserver of health, and all men
him who made himself all things to all tiiat he might
gain the majority, if not all.

82. This is my offering to thee, Basil, uttered by
the tongue whicli once was the sweetest of all to thee,

of liim wiio was thy fellow in age and rank. If it have
approached thy deserts, thanks are due to thee, for it

was from confidence in thee that I undertook to speak
of tliee. But if it fall far short of thy expectations,
what must l)e our feelings, who are worn out with age
and disease and regret for thee ? Yet God is pleased,
when we do what we can. Yet mayest thou gaze uiK)n

US from above, thou divine and sacred person j either

stay by thy entreaties our thorn in the flesh," given to

us by God for our discipline, or prevail upon us to

bear it boldly, and guide all our life towards that

which is most for our profit. And if we be translated,

do thou receive us there also in thine own tabernacle,

that, as we dwell together, and gaze together more
clearly and more perfectly upon the holy and blessed

Trinity, of Which we have now in some degree received

the image, our longing may at last be satisfied, by
gaining this recompense for all the battles we have
fought and the assaults we have endured. Such are

our words on thy behalf : who will there be to praise

us, since we leave this life after thee, even if we of-

fer any topic worthy of words or praise in Christ Jesus
our Lord, to Whom be glory forever? Amen.

INTRODUCTION TO THE SECOND
ORATION ON EASTER.

This Oration was not, as its title would perhaps
lead us to suppose, delivered immediately after the

first ; but an interval of many years elapsed between
them, and the two have no connection with each oth-

er. Chronologically they are the first and last of S.

Gregory's Sermons. The Second was delivered in

the Church of Arianzus, a village near Nazianzus,

where he had inherited some property, to which he
withdrew after resigning the Archbishopric of Con-
stantinople, and then, finding the administration even
of the little Bishopric of Nazianzus too much for

his advancing years and declining strength, he re-

tired to Arianzus about the end of A.D. 383, dying

there in 389 or 390. "The exordium of this discourse

is quite in the style of the Bible ; the Orator here de-

scribes and puts words into the mouth of the Angel of

the liesurrection. His object is to show the impor-
tance of the day's solemnities, and to explain allegor-

ically all the circumstances of the ancient Passover,

applying them to Christ and the Christian life. Two
passages are borrowed verbatim from the discourse on
the Nativity, preached at Constantinople " (Benoit).

The Benedictine Editors profess themselves unable

to determine whether this repetition is due to S.

Gregory himself—or to the carelessness of some aman-
uensis.

ORATION XLV.

The Second Oration on Easter.

I. I will stand upon my watch, ^ saith the

venerable Habakkuk ; and I will take my post

beside him today on the authority and ob-

servation which was given me of the Spirit

;

and I will look forth, and will observe what

shall be said to me. Well, I have taken my
stand, and looked forth ; and behold a man
riding on the clouds and he is very high, and

his countenance is as the countenance of an

Angel,V and his vesture as the brightness of

piercing lightning ; and he lifts his hand to-

ward the East, and cries with a loud voice.

His voice is like the voice of a trumpet ; and

round about Him is as it were a multitude of

the Heavenly Host ; and he saith, Today is

salvation come unto the world, to that which

a 2 Cor. xii. 7. /3 H.-ib. ii. I. •f Jud. xiii. 6,
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is visible, and to that which is invisible.

Christ is risen from the dead, rise ye with

Him. Christ is returned again to Himself,

return ye. Christ is freed from the tomb, be

ye freed from the bond of sin. The gates of

hell are opened, and death is destroyed, and

the old Adam is put aside, and the New is

fulfilled ; if any man be in Christ he is a new
creature ;

°- be ye renewed. Thus he speaks
;

and the rest sing out, as they did before

when Christ was manifested to us by His

birth on earth, their glory to God in the

highest, on earth, peace, goodwill among
men.^ And with them I also utter the same

words among you. And would that I might

receive a voice that should rank with the

Angel's, and should sound through all the

ends of the earth.

n. The Lord's Passover, the Passover, and

again I say the Passover to the honour of the

Trinity. This is to us a Feast of feasts and a

Solemnity of solemnities v as far exalted above

all others (not only those which are merely

human and creep on the ground, but even

those which are of Christ Himself, and are

celebrated in His honour) as the Sun is above

the stars. Beautiful indeed yesterday was our

splendid array, and our illumination, in which

both in public and private we associated our-

selves, every kind of men, and almost every

rank, illuminating the night with our crowded

fires, formed after the fashion of that great

light, both that with which the heaven above

us lights its beacon fires, and that which is

above the heavens, amid the angels (the first

luminous nature, next to the first nature of

all, because springing directly from it), and

that which is in the Trinity, from which all

light derives its being, parted from the un-

divided light and honoured. But today's

is more beautiful and more illustrious ; inas-

much as yesterday's light was a forerunner

of the rising of the Great Light, and as it

were a kind of rejoicing in preparation for

the Festival ; but today we are celebrating

the Resurrection itself, no longer as an object

a a Cor. v. 17.

/3 The reading evSoftc'a of the Received Text is pronounced by
Tischcndorf to have less authority than tvBoKtai, which he adopts
on tlic testimony of important MSS., but chiefly on tlic strength

of a citation and comment three times in Origen, and because all

the Latin Fathers read dome voluntatis. Lachmann, Tregclles,

Westcott, and with some hesitation Alford follow him ; though
Tregelles and Westcott .allow (vfoxtaf a place in the margin.
Wordsworth (giving no reason) ; and Scrivener because he thinks

it makes better sense, read evJoicia, and scout evSoKiaf ; which,
however, is found in four of the five oldest MSS., and in all the

I.atin versions and Fathers. 'I'he Circek Fathers, hQWCVcr, all but
imanimously support the Received Text.

ytopTT) iopTwv, Kox Trai^yupn navrfyvpiov. iopTtj says Nice-
tas, is one thing, nairfiyvpi<: another, ioprrj is the Commemora-
tion of a Saint ; navriyvpn is Faster, or Ascension, or some other
mystical festival. Thus Syncsius calls the Paschal Letters of the

/Uexandrian Patriarch itavrr)yvpiKii ypanp-ara.

of expectation, but as having already come to

pass, and gathering the whole Avorld unto it-

self. Let then different persons bring forth

different fruits and offer different offerings

at this season, smaller or greater . . such

spiritual offerings as are dear to God .

as each may have power. For scarcely An-
gels themselves could offer gifts worthy of its

rank, those first and intellectual and pure be-

ings, who are also eye-witnesses of the Glory
That is on high ; if even these can attain the

full strain of ])raise. We will for our part of-

fer a discourse, the best and most precious

thing \\Q have—especially as we are praising

the Word for the blessing which He hath

bestowed on the reasoning creation. I will

begin from this point. For I cannot endure,

when I am engaged in offering the sacrifice of

the lips concerning the Great Sacrifice and
the greatest of days, to fail to recur to God,
and to take my beginning from Him. There-

fore I pray you, cleanse your mind and ears

and thoughts, all you who delight in such sub-

jects, since the discourse will be concerning

God, and wdll be divine ; that you may de-

part filled with delights of a sort that do not

pass away into nothingness. And it shall be

at once very full and very concise, so as nei-

ther to distress you by its deficiencies, nor to

displease you by satiety.

KL God" always was and always is, and al-

w-ays will be ; or rather, God always Is^ For

Was and Will Be are fragments of our time,

and of changeable nature. But He is Eternal

Being ; and this is the Name He gives Him-
self when giving the Oracles to Moses in the

Mount. For in Himself He sums up and
contains all Being, having neither beginning

in the past nor end in the future . . like some
great Sea of Being, limitless and unbounded,,

transcending all conception of time and nature,

only adumbrated by the mind, and that very

dimly and scantily . . not by His Essentials

but by His Environment,v one image being

got from one source and another from another,

and combined into some sort of presentation

of the truth, which escapes us l)efore we have

caught it, and which takes to flight before we
have conceived it, blazing forth upon our

master-i)art, even when that is cleansed, as

the lightning flash which will not stay its

aThis passage to tlic end of c. ix. occurs verbatim in the oration

on tlic Thcophaiiy, cc.vii.-xiii.

(3 "There is no Past In F.tcrnity, and no Future ; for that which
is past has ceased to be, and tliat wliic li is future has not yet

come into existence ; but Kternity is only Present ; it has no Past
which does not still exist nor any Future which does not yet

exist" (S. Augustine do Vera Kel., c. 49).

V The Fnvironment here spoken of seems to mean those

created Existences of which God is the Self- Existent Cause,
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course does upon our sight . . in order, as I

conceive, by that part of it which we can

comi)rehend to draw us to itself (for that

which is altogether incomprehensible is out-

side the bounds of hope, and not within the

compass of endeavour) ; and by that part of It

which we cannot comprehend to move our

wonder ; and as an object of wonder to be-

come more an object of desire ; and being

desired, to purify ; and purifying to make ns

like God ; so that, when we have become like

Himself, God may, to use a bold expression,

hold converse with us as God ; being united

to us, and known by us ; and that perhaps to

the same extent as He already knows those

who are known to Him." The Divine Nature,

then, is boundless and hard to understand, and

all that we can comprehend of Him is His

boundlessness ; even though one may conceive

that because He is of a simple Nature He is

therefore either wholly incomprehensible or

perfectly comprehensible. For let us further

enquire what is implied by "is of a simple

Nature?" For it is quite certain that this

simplicity is not itself its nature, just as com-
position is not by itself the essence of com-
pound beings.

IV. And Avhen Infinity is considered from

two points of view, beginning and end (for

that which is beyond these and not limited

by them is Infinity), when the mind looks

into the depths above, not having where to

stand, and leans upon pheenomena to form

an idea of God it calls the Infinite and Un-
approachable which it finds there by the

name of Unoriginate. And when it looks

into the depth below and at the future, it

calls Him Undying and Imperishable. And
when it draws a conclusion from the whole, it

calls Him Eternal. For Eternity is neither

time nor part of time ; for it cannot be

measured. But what time measured by the

course of the sun is to us, that Eternity is to

the Everlasting ; namely a sort of timelike

movement and interval, coextensive with

Their Existence. This however is all that I

must now say of God ; for the present is not

a suitable time, as my present subject is not

the doctrine of God, but that of the Incarn-

ation. 7\nd when I say God, I mean Father,

Son, and Holy Ghost ; for Godhead is neither

diffused beyond These, so as to introduce a

mob of gods, nor yet bounded by a smaller

compass than These, so as to condenni us for

a poverty stricken conception of Deity, either

Judaizing to save the Monarchia, or falling

a John X. 15 ; I Cor. xUi. la.

into heathenism by the multitude of our gods.

For the evil on either side is the same, though

found in contrary directions. Thus then is

the Holy of Holies, Which is hidden even

from the Seraphim, and is glorified with a

thrice-repeated Holy meeting in one ascription

of the title Lord and God, as one of our

predecessors has most beautifully and loftily

reasoned out.

V. But since this movement of Self-contem-

plation alone could not satisfy Goodness, but

Good must be poured out and go forth be-

yond Itself, to multiply the objects of Its

beneficence (for this was essential to the high-

est Goodness), He first conceived the Angelic

and Heavenly Powers. And this conception

was a work fulfilled by His Word and per-

fected by His Spirit. And so the Secondary
Splendours came into being, as the ministers

of the Primary Splendour (whether we are to

conceive of them as intelligent Spirits, or as

Fire of an immaterial and incorporeal kind,

or as some other nature approaching this as

near as may be). I should like to say that

they are incapable of movement in the direc-

tion of evil, and susceptible only of the move-
ment of good, as being about God and illum-

inated with the first Rays from God (for

earthly beings have but the second illumina-

tion), but I am obliged to stop short of saying

that they are immovable, and to conceive and
speak of them as only difficult to move, be-

cause of him Avho for His Splendour was called

Lucifer, but became and is called Darkness

through his pride; and the Apostate Hosts

who are subject to him, creators of evil by
their revolt against good, and our inciters.

VI. Thus then and for these reasons, He gave

being to the world of thought, as far as I can

reason on these matters, and estimate great

things in my own poor language. Then, when
His first Creation was in good order, He con-

ceives a second world, material and visible

;

and this a system of earth and sky and all that

is in the midst of them ; an admirable crea-

tion indeed when we look at the fair form of

every part, but yet more worthy of admiration

when we consider the harmony and unison of

the whole, and how each part fits in with

every other in fair order, and all with the

whole, tending to the perfect completion of

the world as a Unit. This was to shew that

He could call into being not only a nature

akin to Himself, but also one altogether alien

to Him. For akin to Deity are those natures

which are intellectual, and only to be com-
prehended by mind ; but all of which sense

can take cognizance are utterly alien to It
^
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and of these the furthest removed from It are

all those which are entirely destitute of soul

and i)o\ver of motion.

VII. Mind then and sense, thus distin-

guished from each other, had remained within

their own boundaries, and bore in themselves

the magnificence of the Creator-Word, silent

praisers and thrilling heralds of His mighty
work. Not yet was there any mingling of

both, nor any mixture of these opposites,

tokens of a greater wisdom and generosity in

the creation of natures ; nor as yet were the

whole riches of goodness made known. Now
the Creator-Word, determining to exhibit

this, and to produce a single living being out

of both (the invisible and the visible creation,

I mean) fashions Man ; and taking a body
from already existing matter, and placing in

it a Breath taken from Himself (which the

Word knew to be an intelligent soul, and the

image of God), as a sort of second world,

great in littleness, He placed him on the

earth, a new Angel, a mingled worshipper,

fully initiated into the visible creation, but

only partially into the intellectual ; king of all

upon earth, but subject to the King above

;

earthly and heavenly; temporal and yet im-

mortal-; visible and yet intellectual; half-way

between greatness and lowliness ; in one per-

son combining spirit and flesh ; spirit because

of the favour bestowed on him, flesh on ac-

count of the height to which he had been

raised ; the one that he might continue to live

and glorify his benefactor, the other that he

might suffer, and by suffering be put in re-

membrance, and be corrected if he became
proud in his greatness ; a living creature,

trained here and then moved elsewhere ; and
to complete the mystery, deified by its inclin-

ation to God ... for to this, I think,

tends that light of Truth which here we pos-

sess but in measure ; that we should both see

and experience the Splendour of God, which
is worthy of Him Who made us, and will dis-

solve us, and remake us after a loftier fashion.

VIII. This being He placed in paradise

—

whatever that paradise may have been (having

honoured him with the gift of free will, in

order that good might belong to him as the

result of his choice, no less than to Him Who
had implanted the seeds of it)—to till the im-

mortal plants, by which is perhaps meant the

Divine conceptions, both the simpler and the

more perfect ; naked in his simplicity and in-

artificial life ; and without any covering or

screen ; for it was fitting that he who was from

the beginning should be such. And He gave

Him a Law, as material for his free will to

act upon. This Law was a commandment as

to what plants he might partake of, and which
one he might not touch. This latter was the

Tree of Knowledge ; not, however, because it

was evil from the beginning when planted

;

nor was it forbidden because God grudged it

to men—let not the enemies of God wag their

tongues in that direction, or imitate the ser-

pent. But it would have been good if partaken

of at the i)roper time ; for the Tree was, ac-

cording to my theory. Contemplation, which
it is only safe for those who have reached ma-
turity of habit to enter upon ; but which is

not good for those who are still somewhat
simple and greedy

;
just as neither is solid

food good for those who are yet tender and
have need of milk. But when through the

devil's malice and the woman's caprice,"^ to

which she succumbed as the more tender, and
which she brought to bear upon the man, as

she was the more apt to persuade—alas for my
weakness, for that of my first father was mine

;

he forgot the commandment which had been

given him, and yielded to the baleful fruit

;

and for his sin was banished at once from the

tree of life, and from paradise, and from God
;

and put on the coats of skins, that is, perhaps,

the coarser flesh, both mortal and contradict-

ory. And this was the first thing which he

learnt—his own shame—and he hid himself

from God. Yet here too he makes a gain,

namely death and the cutting off of sin, in

order that evil may not be immortal. Thus,

his punishment is changed into a mercy, for

it is in mercy, I am persuaded, that God in-

flicts punishment.

IX. And having first been chastened by
many means because his sins were many, whose

root of evil sprang up through divers causes and

sundry times, by word, by law, by prophets,

by benefits, by threats, by plagues, by waters,

by fires, by wars, by victories, by defeats, by
signs in heaven, and signs in the air, and in

the earth, and in the sea ; by unexpected

changes of men, of cities, of nations (the ob-

ject of which was the destruction of wicked-

ness) at last he needed a stronger remedy, for

his diseases were growing worse ; mutual

slaughters, adulteries, perjuries, unnatural

crimes, and that first and last of all evils, idol-

atry, and the transfer of worship from the

Creator to the creatures. As these required a

greater aid, so they also obtained a greater.

And that was that the Word of God Himself,

Who is before all worlds, the Invisible, the

Incomprehensible, the Bodiless, the Begin-

a Wisd. ii. 24.
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ning of beginning, the Light of Light, the

Source of Life and Lnmortality, the Image of

the Archetype, the Immovable Seal, the Un-
changeable Image, the Father's Definition and

Word, came to His own Image, and took on
Him Flesh for tlie sake of our flesh, and min-

gled Himself with an intelligent soul for my
soul's sake, purifying like by like ; and in all

points except sin was made Man ; conceived

by the Virgin, who first in body and soul was

purified by the Holy Ghost, for it was needful

both That Child-bearing should be honoured

and that Virginity should receive a higher

honour. He came forth then, as God, with

That which He had assumed ; one Person

in two natures, flesh and Spirit, of which

the latter deified the former. O new com-
mingling ; O strange conjunction ! the Self-

existent comes into Being, the Uncreated is

created, That which cannot be contained is

contained by the intervention of an intellect-

ual soul mediating between the Deity and the

corporeity of the flesh. And He who gives

riches becomes poor ; for He assumes the pov-

erty of my flesh, that I may assume the riches

of His Godhead. He that is full empties

Himself; for He empties Himself of His

Glory for a short while, that I may have a

share in His Fulness. What is the riches of

His Goodness ? What is this mystery that is

around me ? I had a share in the Image and
I did not keep it ; He partakes of my flesh

that He may both save the Image and make
the flesh immortal. He communicates a Sec-

ond Communion, far more marvellous than

the first, inasmuch as then He imparted the

better nature, but now He Himself assumes

the worse. This is more godlike than the

former action ; this is loftier in the eyes of all

men of understanding.

X. But perhaps some one of those who are

too impetuous and festive may say, " What has

all this to do with us? Spur on your horse

to the goal ; talk to us about the Festival and
the reasons for our being here to-day." Yes,

tliis is what I am about to do, although I have
begun at a somewhat previous point, being

compelled to do so by the needs of my argu-

ment. There will be no harm in the eyes of

scholars and lovers of the beautiful if we say

a few words about the word Pascha itself, for

such an addition will not be useless in their

cars. This great and venerable Pascha is

called Pha-ska by the Hebrews in their own
language ; and the word means Passing Over.

Historically, from their flight and migration

from Egypt into the Land of Canaan; spirit-

ually, from the progress and ascent from

things below to things above and to the Land
of Promise. And we observe that a thing

which we often find to have happened in

Scripture, the change of certain nouns from

an uncertain to a clearer sense, or from a

coarser to a more refined, has taken place in

this instance. For some people, supposing

this to be a name of the Sacred Passion, and

in consecjuence Grecizing the word by chang-

ing Phi and Kappa into Pi and Chi, called

the Day Pascha." And custom took it up and

confirmed the word, with the help of the ears

of most people, to whom it had a more pious

sound.

XI. But before our time the Holy Apostle

declared that the Law was but a shadow of

things to come,^ which are conceived by
thought. And God too, who in still older

times gave oracles to Moses, said when giving

laws concerning these things, See thou make
all things according to the pattern shewed
thee in the Mount,v when He shewed him the

visible things as an adumbration of and de-

sign for the things that are invisible. And
I am persuaded that none of these things

has been ordered in vain, none without a rea-

son, none in a grovelling manner or unwor-

thy of the legislation of God and the ministry

of Moses, even though it be difficult in each

type to find a theory descending to the most

delicate details, to every point about the

Tabernacle itself, and its measures and mate-

rials, and the Levites and Priests who carried

them, and all the particulars which were en-

acted about the Sacrifices and the purifica-

tions and the Offerings ;
* and though these

are only to be understood by those who rank

with Moses in virtue, or have made the near-

est approach to his learning. For in that

Mount itself God is seen by men ; on the one

hand through His own descent from His lofty

abode, on the other through His drawing us

up from our abasement on earth, that the In-

comprehensible may be in some degree, and

as far as is safe, comprehended by a mortal

nature. For in no other way is it possible

for the denseness of a material body and an

a Pascha represents the Hebrew PHSKH. Throughout a Chron.
the LXX. represents the word by Phasek, which like Pascha is a

transliteration of the Hebrew word. The form which the translit-

eration takes is due to the fact that the Greek language does not

tolerate these two aspirates in juxtaposition. S. Gregory is cor-

rect in remarking that Pascha has no real connection with na(T\io

(to suffer), though it might appear to inilearncd cars that it has.

^ Heb. X. I. y Kxod. xxv. 40.

S a(t>a{p€fia. is given by the Lexicons as the Heave-Offering, and
it is certainly used in that sense among others (all sacrificial) in

the LXX. Suicer, however, follows Suidas in regarding the wonl
as quite general : he also quotes Zonaras' definition . "Quod offer-

tur a<t>aipfixa dicitur, quod a Into mactalne animantis corpore ab-

stractum sit." lialsamon, according to the same authority, makes it

the portion which was severed from the carcase of the victim and
set apart for the Priest [i.e., the heavc-offuring, Lev. vii. 14, 33).
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imprisoned mind to come into consciousness

of (iod, except by His assistance. Then
therefore all men do not seem to have been

deemed worthy of the same rank and posi-

tion ; but one of one place and one of an-

other, each, I think, according to the measure

of his own purification. Some have even

been altogether driven away, and only per-

mitted to hear the Voice from on high, name-

ly those whose dispositions are altogether like

wild beasts, and who are unworthy of divine

mysteries.

XII. But we, standing midway between

those whose minds are utterly dense on the

one side, and on the other those who are very

contemplative and exalted, that we may
neither remain quite idle and immovable, nor

yet be more busy than we ought, and fall

short of and be estranged from our purpose

—

for the former course is Jewish and very low,

and the latter is only fit for the dream-sooth-

sayer, and both alike are to be condemned

—

let U3 say our say upon these matters, so far

as is within our reach, and not very absurd,

or exposed to the ridicule of the multitude.

Our belief is that since it was needful that we,

who had fallen in consequence of the original

sin, and had been led away by pleasure, even

as far as idolatry and unlawful bloodshed,

should be recalled and raised up again to our

original position through the tender mercy of

God our Father, Who could not endure that

such a noble work of His own hands as Man
should be lost to Him ; the method of our

new creation, and of what should be done,

was this :—that all violent remedies were dis-

approved, as not likely to persuade us, and

as quite possibly tending to add to the plague,

through our chronic pride ; but that God dis-

posed things to our restoration by a gentle

and kindly method of cure. For a crooked

sapling will not bear a sudden bending the

other way, or violence from the hand that

would straighten it, but will be more quickly

broken than straightened ; and a horse of a

hot temper and above a certain age will not

endure the tyranny of the bit without some
coaxing and encouragement. Therefore the

Law is given to us as an assistance, like a

boundary wall between God and idols, draw-

ing us away from one and to the Other. And
it concedes a little at first, that it may receive

that which is greater. It concedes the Sacri-

fices for a time, that it may establish God in

us, and then when the fitting time shall come
may abolish the Sacrifices also ; thus wisely

changing our minds by gradual removals,

and bringing us over to the Gospel when we

have already been trained to a prompt obedi-

ence.

XIII. Thus then and for this cause the writ-

ten Law came in, gathering us into Christ ; and
this is the account of the Sacrifices as I ac-

count for them. And that you may not be

ignorant of the depth of His Wisdom and the

riches of His unsearchable judgments,"* He did

not leave even these unhallowed altogether,

or useless, or with nothing in them but mere
blood. ^ But that great, and if I may say so,

in Its first nature unsacrificeable Victim, was

intermingled with the Sacrifices of the Law,
and was a purification, not for a part of the

world, nor for a short time, but for the whole

world and for all time. For this reason a

I>amb was chosen for its innocence, and its

clothing of the original nakedness. For such

is the Victim, That was offered for us, Who
is both in Name and fact the Garment of in-

corruption. And He was a i:)erfect Victim

not only on account of His Godhead, than

which nothing is more perfect; but also on
account of that which He assumed having

been anointed with Deity, and having beconie

one with That which anointed It, and I am
bold to say, made equal with God. A Male,

because offered for Adam ; or rather the

Stronger for the strong, when the first Man
had fallen under sin ; and chiefly because

there is in Him nothing feminine, nothing

unmanly ; but He burst from the bonds of

the Virgin-Mother's womb with much power,

and a Male was brought forth by the Proph-

etess,v as Isaiah declares the good tidings.

And of a year old, because He is the Sun of

Righteousness* setting out from heaven, and
circumscribed by His visible Nature, and re-

turning unto Himself.' And "The blessed

crown of Goodness,"—being on every side

equal to Himself and alike ; and not only this,

but also as giving life to all the circle of the

virtues, gently commingled and intermixed

with each other, according to the Law of

Love and Order. ^ And Lnmaculate and

a Rom. xi. 33.

/3 The Jewish Sacrifices had a deep inner meaning and mystery.

In a hmited sense they may be called Sacraments of the future

Atonement, which they prefigured and appealed to. Hut only in

a limited sense can they he so called, because they did not convey
grace to the soul, but only appealed to the grace to come ; ami so

the Sin-offerings of the Law are only said to cover, not to take
aivay sin. They removed the spiritual disqualification for vvor-

shij) ; but they did not restore full .Spiritual Communion with (Jod.

Still they were not altoKCthcr unhallowed or useless like those of

the heathen, inasmuch as they did point forward and plead the

merits of the One true Sacrifice.

Y Isa. xiii. 3. 5 Mai. iv. 2.

eThe Greek here is very obscure. 'J'he meaning seems to he

that which Nicclas suggests, viz.:—that our Lord in coming to

earth and becoming Incarnate did not in His Divine Nature leave

Heaven, but was, while still here on earth in His own words,
" Ihe Son of Man Which is in Heaven."
^Christ is "a blessed crown of goodness" according to the
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guileless, as being the Healer of faults, and of

the defects and taints that come from sin.

For though He both took on Him our sins

and bare our diseases," yet He did not Him-
self suffer aught that needed healing. For

He was tempted in all points like as we are

yet without sin.^ For he that persecuted the

Light that shineth in darkness could not over-

take Him.
XIV. What more? The First Month is

introduced, or rather the beginning of months,

whether it was .so among the Hebrews from the

beginning, or was made so later on this account,

and became the first in consequence of the

Mystery ; and the tenth of the Month, for this

is the most complete number, of units the first

perfect unit, and the parent of perfection. And
it is kept until the fifth day, perhaps because

the Victim, ofWhom lam speaking, purifies the

five senses, from which comes falling into sin,

and around which the war rages, inasmuch as

they are open to the incitements to sin. And
it was chosen, not only out of the lambs, but also

out of the inferior species, which are placed on
the left hand y—the kids ; because He is sacri-

ficed not only for the righteous, but also for

sinners ; and perhaps even more for these, in-

asmuch as we have greater need of His mercy.

And we need not be surprised that a lamb
for a house should be required as the best

course, but if that could not be, then one
might be obtained by contributions (owing to

poverty) for the houses of a family ; because it

is clearly best that each individual should suf-

fice for his own perfecting, and should offer his

own living sacrifice holy unto God Who called

him, being consecrated at all times and in

every respect. But if that cannot be, then that

those who are akin in virtue and of like dispos-

ition should be made use of as helpers. For
I think this provision means that we should

communicate of the Sacrifice to those who are

nearest, if there be need.

XV. Then comes the Sacred Night, the An-
niversary of the confused darkness of the pres-

saying of David, Tliou slialt bless the crown of the year with 'J'hy

goodness (Ps. Ixv. ii). The idea of a year is t.akenfrom the Sun ;

that of the crown from the year (for the year is a circle guarded
with four seasons), and from the circle again equality. Therefore
the crown is Christ, as adorning and beautifying the minds of be-
lievers. ){ut the year of Goodness was that time when Christ
moved by goodness was declaring the Gospel, as Isaiah saith of
Him, " He hath sent Me to preach the Gospel to the poor, to pro-
claim the acceptable year of the Lord" (Isa. Ixi. i, 2). Thus the
Crown is on every side equal. For if one draw a line from the
upper side to Ihe lower, and the same in a transverse direction, all

the intervals will be equal. And the Crown is like itself, because
its figure is seen alike on every side, for on every side it is seen as
a round. Therefore Christ as to His Humanity is called a Crown
of Righteousness, .as composed of all the virtues, and having no
end of His goodness and righteousness ; and of tliat righteousness
one quality is equality, that is, it allows neither excess nor defect.
l'"or excess .and defect do not arise from virtue and righteousness,
but from fault and unrighteousness (Nicetas).

o Isa, liii. 4. /3 Heb. iv. 15. y Matt. xxv. -53.

ent life, into which the primaeval darkness is

dissolved, and all things come into life and
rank and form, and that which was chaos is

reduced to order. Then we flee from Egypt,

that is from sullen persecuting sin ; and from

Pharaoh the unseen tyrant, and the bitter

taskmasters, changing our quarters to the world

above ; and are delivered from the clay and
the brickmaking, and from the hasks and dan-

gers of this fleshly condition, which for most

men is only not overpowered by mere husklike

calculations. Then the Lamb is slain, and act

and word are sealed with the Precious Blood ;

that is, habit and action, the sideposts of our

doors ; I mean, of course, of the movements of

mind and opinion, which are rightly opened
and closed by contemplation, since there is a

limit even to thoughts. Then the last and
gravest plague upon the persecutors, truly wor-

thy of the night ; and Egypt mourns the first-

born of her own reasonings and actions which

are also called in the Scripture the Seed of the

Chaldeans" removed, and the children of Baby-

lon dashed against the rocks and destroyed ;
^

and the whole air is full of the cry and clamour

of the Egyptians ; and then the Destroyer of

them shall withdraw from us in reverence of

the Unction. Then the removal of leaven
;

that is, of the old and sour wickedness, not of

that which is quickening and makes bread

;

for seven days, a number which is of all the

most mystical,'*' and is co-ordinate with this

present world, that we may not lay in provis-

ion of any Egyptian dough, or relic of Pharisaic

or ungodly teaching.

XVI. Well, let them lament ; we will feed

on the Lamb toward evening—for Christ's

Passion was in the completion of the ages ; be-

cause too He communicated His Disciples in

the evening with His Sacrament, destro3Tng

the darkness of sin ; and not sodden, but roast

—that our word may have in it nothing that is

unconsidered or watery, or easily made away
with ; but may be ei"H:irely consistent and solid,

and free from all that is impure and from all

vanity. And let us be aided by the good coals,*

kindling and purifying our minds from Him

o Judith v. 6. /3 Ps. cxxxviii. 9.

•y We are to part with leaven for seven days (ExoJ. xii. 15),

that is, with sin for the whole week of this life. The number Seven
Days signifies the passing of time which revolves in weeks. And
this number is mystical, because it is virgin and signifies virginity

and the angelic life; for it alone, as arithmeticians te.ach, of all

the numbers within the decade, is neither a multiple nor a measure,
and also contains in itself the Four and the Three. For there are
four elements of the world, and the Trinity is their Creator. He
calls it co-ordinate with the world, because the world was made in

seven days, and again because when seven thousand years are
completed the end cf the world is to come (Nicetas). S. Augustine
(Civ. Dei. c. ii. 31) says that the number Seven often stands for

the Universe, because it is made up of Four which is altogether
even (2 and 2 the sum of two even numbers) and Three which is

altogether uneven (t and t and 1 ). 6 Isa. vi. 6,



THE SECOND ORATION ON EASTER. 429

That Cometh to send fire on the earth," that

shall destroy all evil habits, and to hasten its

kindling. Whatsoever then there be, of solid

and nourishing in the Word, shall be eaten with

the inward parts and hidden things of the

mind, and shall be consumed and given up to

spiritual digestion ; aye, from head to foot,

that is, from the first contemplations of God-
head to the very last thoughts about the Incar-

nation. Neither let us carry aught of it abroad,

nor leave it till the morning ; because most of

our Mj'steries may not be carried out to them
that are outside, nor is there beyond this night

any further purification ; and procrastination is

not creditable to those who have a share in the

\\'ord. For just as it is good and well-pleasing

to God not to let anger last through the day,^

but to get rid of it before sunset, whether you
take this of time or in a mystical sense, for it is

not safe for us that the Sun of Righteousness

should go down upon our wrath ; so too we
ought not to let such Food remain all night,

nor to put it off till to-morrow. But whatever

is of bony nature and not fit for food and
hard for us even to tmderstand, this must not

be broken ; that is, badly divined and miscon-

ceived (I need not say that in the history not

a bone of Jesus was broken, even though His
death was hastened by His crucifiers on account

of the Sabbath) ;
^ nor must it be stripped off

and thrown away, lest that which is holy should

be given to the dogs,* that is, to the evil hearers

of the AVord
; just as the glorious pearl of the

Word is not to be cast before swine ; but it

shall be consumed with the fire with which the

burnt offerings also are consumed, being re-

fined and preserved by the Spirit That search-

eth and knoweth all things, not destroyed in

the waters, nor scattered abroad as the calf's

head which was hastily made by Israel Avas by
Moses,* for a reproach for their hardness ofheart.

XVII. Nor would it be right for us to pass

over the manner of this eating either, for the

Law does not do so, but carries its mystical

labour even to this point in the literal enact-

ment. Let us consume the Victim in haste,

eating It with unleavened bread, with bitter

herbs, and with our loins girded, and our shoes

on our feet, and leaning on staves like old

men ; with haste, that we fall not into that

fault which was forbidden to Lot ^ by the com-

o T.ulce xii. 49. ^ Kphes. iv. 26.

y S. Gregory does not mean to say that our Lord's death was
actually hastened by violent actions on the part of the Jews, which
\vc know was not the case : but that they were anxious that it

should take place before the Sabbath began. 'J'he two thieves, who
were still living, received the couJ> de grace from the Roman sol-

diers, who broke their legs; but our Lord, much to their astonish-

ment, was dead already, so this course was not taken with lliin,

but I lis side was pierced with a spear.

6 Matt. vii. 6. t Kxod. xxxii. 20. f Gen. xix. 17.

mandment, that we look not around, nor stay

in all that neighbourhood, but that \vc escape

to the mountain, that we be not overtaken by
the strange fire of Sodom, nor be congealed
into a pillar of salt in consequence of our turn-

ing back to wickedness ; for this is the result

of delay. IVifh bitter herbs, for a life accord-
ing to the Will of God is bitter and arduous,
especially to beginners, and higher than pleas-

ures. For although the new yoke is easy and
the burden light,'' as you are told, yet this is

on account of the hope and the reward, which
is far more abundant than the hardships of this

life. If it were not .so, who would not .say that

the Gospel is more full of toil and trouble than

the enactments of the Law ? For, while the

Law prohibits only the completed acts of sin,

we are condemned for the cau.ses also, almost
as if they were acts. The Law says. Thou shalt

not commit adultery ; \i\\\. you. may not even
desire, kindling pa.ssion by curious and ear-

nest looks. Thou shalt not kill, says the Law
;

but you are not even to return a blow, but
on the contrary are to offer yourself to the

smiter. How much more ascetic is the Gos-
pel than the Law ! Thou shalt not forswear
thyself is the Law ; but you are not to swear

at all, either a greater or a lesser oath, for an
oath is the parent of perjury. Thou shalt not

join house to house, nor field to field, oppress-

ing the poor ; ^ but you are to set aside willingly

even your just possessions, and to be stripped

for the poor, that without encumbrance you
may take up the Cross v and be enriched with

the unseen riches.

XVIII. And let the loins of the unreason-

ing animals be unbound and loose, for they

have not the gift of reason which can overconie

pleasure (it is not needful to say that even
they know the limit of natural movement).
But let that part of your being which is the

seat of passion, and which neighs,* as Holy
Scripture calls it, when sweeping away this

shameful passion, be restrained by a girdle of

continence, so that you may eat the Passover

purely, having mortified your members which
are upon the earth,* and copying the girdle^ of

John, the Hermit and Forerunner and great

Herald of the Truth. Another girdle I know,
the soldierly and manly one, I mean, from

which the Euzoni of Syria and certain Mono-
zoni "J take their name. And it is in re-

spect of this too that God saith in an oracle

to Job, " Nay, but gird up thy loins like a

o Matt. xi. 20. ;3 Isa. v. 8. y Mark x. 21.

5 Jcr. v. 8. « Col. iii. 5. f Malt. iii. 4.

>) 'i"he expression is often used in the LXX. to represent

the word TT13) translated A liand, especially in 2 Kings.
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man, and give a manly answer." " With this

also holy David boasts that he is girded with

strength from God,^ and si)eaks of God Him-
self as clothed with strength v and girded about

with power—against the ungodly of course

—

though perhaps some may prefer to see in this

a declaration of the abundance of His power,

and, as it were, its restraint, just as also He
clothes Himself with Light as with a garment.*

For who shall endure His unrestrained power

and light ? Do I enquire what there is com-

mon to the loins and to truth ? What then is

the meaning to S. Paul of the expression,

".Stand, therefore, having your loins girt

al)out with truth? " * Is it perhaps that con-

templation is to restrain concupiscence, and

not to allow it to be carried in another direc-

tion? For that which is disposed to love in a

particular direction will not have the same

power towards other pleasures.

XIX. Ai\d as to s/iocs, let him who is about

to touch the Holy Land which the feet of God
have trodden, put them off, as Moses did upon

the Mount, ^ that he may bring there nothing

dead ; nothing to come between Man and God.

So too if any disciple is sent to preach the

Gospel, let him go in a spirit of philosophy

and without excess, inasmuch as he must, be-

sides being without money and without staff

and with but one coat, also be barefooted,'' that

the feet of those who preach the Gospel of

Peace and every other good may appear beau-

tiful.* But he who would flee from Egypt and

the things of Egypt must put on shoes for

safety's sake, especially in regard to the scor-

pions and snakes in which Egypt so abounds,

so as not to be injured by those which watch

the heel," which also we are bidden to tread

under foot.* And concerning ^/le staff and
the signification of it, my belief is as follows.

There is one I know to lean upon, and another

which belongs to Pastors and Teachers, and
which corrects human sheep. Now the Law
prescribes to you the staff to lean upon, that

you may not break down in your mind when
you hear of God's Blood, and His Passion,

and His death ; and that you may not be car-

ried away to heresy in your defence of God

;

but without shame and without doubt may eat

the Flesh and drink the Blood, if you are de-

sirous of true life, neither disbelieving His
words about His Flesh, nor offended at those

about Flis Passion. Lean upon this, and stand

firm and strong, in nothing shaken by the ad-

versaries nor carried away by the plausibility

o Jobxxxviii. 3. /3 Ps. xviii. 32. ylb. xciii.i.

8 lb. civ. 2. e Epli. V. 14. ifKxod. iii. 5. 7) Matt. x. 9.

Isa. Iii. 7. K Gen, iii, 15, A Luke x, 19.

of their arguments. Stand upon thy High
Place ; in the Courts of Jerusalem " place thy

feet ; lean upon the Rock, that thy steps in

God be not shaken.

XX. What sayest thou? Thus it hath

pleased Him that thou shouldest come forth ^

out of Egypt, the iron furnace; that thou

shouldest leave behind the idolatry of that

country, and be led by Moses and his lawgiv-

ing and martial rule. I give thee a piece of

advice which is not my own, or rather which

is very much my own, if thou consider the

matter spiritually. Borrow from the Egyptians

vessels of gold and silver ;
v with these take thy

journey ; supply thyself for the road with the

goods of strangers, or rather with thine own.

There is money owing to thee, the wages of thy

bondage and of thy brickmaking ; be clever on
thy side too in asking retribution ; be an hon-

est robber. Thou didst suffer wrong there

whilst thou wast fighting with the clay (that is,

this troublesome and filthy body) and wast

building cities foreign and unsafe, whose me-
morial perishes with a cry.* What then? Dost

thou come out for nothing and without wages ?

But why wilt thou leave to the Egyptians and
to the powers of thine adversaries that which
they have gained by wickedness, and will

spend with yet greater wickedness ? It does

not belong to them : they have ravished it,

and have sacrilegiously taken it as plunder from
Him who saith. The silver is Mine and the

gold is Mine,* and I give it to whom I will.

Yesterday it was theirs, for it was permitted to

be so ; to-day the Master takes it and gives it

to thee,^ that thou mayest make a good and
saving use of it. Let us make to ourselves

friends of the Mammon of unrighteousness,''

that when we fail, they may receive us in the

time of judgment.

XXI. If you are a Rachel or a Leah, a pa-

triarchal and great soul, steal whatever idols of

your father you can find ; * not, however, that

you may keep them, i)ut that you may destroy

them; and if you are a wise Israelite remove
them to the Land of the Promise, and let the

persecutor grieve over the loss of them, and
learn through being outwitted that it was vain

for him to tyrannize over and keep in bondage
better men than himself If thou doest this,

and comest out of Egypt thus, I know well

that thou shalt be guided by the pillar of fire

and cloud by night and day." The wilderness

shall be tamed for thee, and the Sea divided ;
*

o Ps. cxxii. 2.

^ iii\Btlv c. ace. loci ; a very rare use, but found in classi-

cal authors. y lixod. .\i. 2. fi Ps. ix. 6. < Hag. ii. 8.

(I'Matt. XX. 14. 7) Luke xvi. 9. 6 Gen, .\x.\i. 19.

K Exod. xiii, zo. \ lb, xiv, :i.
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Pharaoh shall be drowned ; " bread shall be

rained down ; ^ the rock shall become a fount-

ain ; > Amalek shall be conquered, not with

amis alone, but with the hostile hand of the

righteous forming both prayers and the invin-

cible trophy of the Cross ;
* the River shall be

cut off; the sun shall stand still ; and the moon
be restrained ; ' walls shall be overthrown even

without engines; ^ swarms of hornets shall go
before thee to make a way for Israel, and to hold

the Gentiles in check ; '' and all the other events

which are told in the history after these and
with these (not to make a long story) shall be

given thee of God. Such is the feast thou art

keeping to-day ; and in this manner I would
have thee celebrate both the Birthday and
the Burial of Him Who was born for thee and
suffered for thee. Such is the Mystery of the

Passover ; such are the mysteries sketched by
the Law and fulfilled by Christ, the Abolisher

of the letter, the Perfecter of the Spirit, who by
His Passion taught us how to suffer, and by
His glorification grants us to be glorified with

Him.
XXII. " Now we are to examine another fact

and dogma, neglected by most people, but in

my judgment well worth enquiring into. To
Whom was that Blood offered that was shed for

us, and why was It shed ? I mean the precious

and famous Blood of our God and Highpriest

and Sacrifice. We were detained in bondage
by the Evil One, sold under sin, and receiving

pleasure in exchange for wickedness. Now,
since a ransom belongs only to him who holds

in bondage, I a.sk to whom was this offered,

and for what cause ? If to the Evil One, fie

upon the outrage ! If the robber receives ran-

som, not only from God, but a ransom which
consists of God Himself, and has such an illus-

trious payment for his tyranny, a payment for

whose sake it would have been right for him
to have left us alone altogether. But if to the

Father, I ask first, how? For it was not by
Him that we were being oppressed ; and next.

On what principle did the Blood of His Only
begotten .Son delight the Father, Who would
not receive even Isaac, Avhen he was being

offered by his Father, but changed the sacrifice,

putting a ram in the place of the human vic-

tim ? * Is it not evident that the Father accepts

Him, but neither asked for Him nor demanded
Him ; but on account of the Incarnation, and
because Humanity must be .sanctified by the

Humanity of God,'^ that He might deliver us

a Exod. xiv. 28. /3 lb. xvi. 15. y lb. xvii. 6.

8 lb. xvii. 10, II.' « Josh. iii. 15, 16. ^ lb. x. 13.

7) lb- vi. 20. lb. xxiv. 12. k Gen. xxii. 11, ftc.

A Have wc not here tlic germ of the idea, afterwards known
as the Scotist, that the Incarnation was the purpose of God in-

Himself, and overcome the tyrant, and draw
us to Himself by the mediation of His Son,

Who also arranged this to the honour of the

Father, Whom it is manifest that He obe}'s

in all things? So much we have said of

Christ ; the greater part of what we might say

shall be reverenced with silence. But that

brazen serpent* was hung uj) as a remedy for

the biting serpents, not as a type of Him that

suffered for us, but as a contrast ; and it saved

those that looked upon it, not becau.se they be-

lieved it to live, but because it Avas killed, and
killed with it the powers that were subject to

it, being destroyed as it deserved. And what
is the fitting epitaph for it from us? ''()

death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is

thy victory ? " ^ 'Phou art overthrown by die

Cross ; thou art slain by Him who is the (iiver

of life ; thou art without breath, dead, without

motion, even though thou keepest the form of

a serpent lilted up on high on a pole.

XXIII. Now we will partake of a Pa.ssover

which is still typical, though it is plainer than

the old one. For that is ever new which is now
becoming known. It is ours to learn what is

that drinking and that enjoyment, and His to

teach and communicate the Word to His dis-

ciples. For teaching is food, even to the (iiver

of food. Come hither then, and let us partake

of the Law, but in a Gospel manner, not a lit-

eral one
;

perfectly, not imperfectly ; eternally,

not temporarily. Let us make our Head, not

the earthly Jerusalem, but the heavenly City ; v

not that which is now trodden under foot by
armies,* but that which is glorified by Angels.

Let us sacrifice not young calves, nor lambs

that put forth horns and hoofs,* in which many
parts are destitute of life and feeling ; but let us

sacrifice to God the sacrifice of praise upon the

heavenly Altar, with the heavenly dances ; let

us hold aside the first veil ; let us approach the

second, and look into the Floly of Holies.^

Shall I say that which is a greater thing yet?

Let us sacrifice ourselves to God ; or rather let

us go on .sacrificing throughout every day and at

every moment. Let us accept anything for the

Word's sake. By sufferings let us imitate His

Passion: by our l)lood let us reverence His

Blood : let us gladly mount upon the Cross.

Sweet are the nails, though they be very pain-

ful. For to suffer with Christ and for Christ

is better than a life of ease with others.

XXIV. If you are a Simon of Cyrene,'' take

dependcntly of the Fall, for the perfecting of Humanity; but that

the Passion and death of Incarnate God were the direct result

of tlie sin of man? a Num. xvi. 9.

P Hos. xiii. 14 and i Cor. xv. 55. y Heb. xii. 23,

fi lAikc y.x\. 20-24. ' I'''- ''''V. 32.

^Heb. xiii. 15 and x. 20. tj .Mark xv. 21.
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up the Cross and follow. If you are crucified

with Him as a robber,<* acknowledge God as a

petiitent robber. If even He was numbered

among the transgressors^ for you and your sin,

do you become law-abiding for His sake. Wor-

ship Him Who was hanged for you, even if you

yourself are hanging ; make some gain even

from your wickedness ;
purchase salvation by

your death ; enter with Jesus into Paradise,^ so

that you may learn from what you have fallen.*

Contemplate the glories that are there ; let the

murderer die outside with his blasphemies ; and

if you be a Joseph of Arimathaea,* beg the Body
from him that crucified Him, make thine own
that which cleanses the world. ^ If you be a

Nicodemus, the worshipper of God by night,

bury Him with spices.i If you be a Mary, or

another Mary, or a Salome, or a Joanna, weep

in the early morning. Be first to see the stone

taken away,* and perhaps you will see the Angels

and Jesus Himself. Say something ; hear His

Voice. If He say to you. Touch Me not," stand

afar off ; reverence the Word, but grieve not

;

for He knoweth those to whom He appeareth

first. Keep the feast of the Resurrection

;

come to the aid of Eve who was first to fall, of

Her who first embraced the Christ, and made
Him known to the disciples. Be a Peter or a

John; hasten to the Sepulchre,running together,

running against one another, vying in the noble

race.''^ And even if you be beaten in speed, win

the victory of zeal ; not Looking into the tomb,

but Going in. And if, like a Thomas, you

were left out when the disciples were assembled

to whom Christ shews Himself, when you do
see Him be not faithless ;

*^ and if you do not

believe, then believe those who tell you ; and
if you cannot believe them either, then have

confidence in the print of the nails. If He
descend into Hell," descend with Him. Learn

to know the mysteries of Christ there also, what

is the providential purpose of the twofold de-

scent, to save all men absolutely by His man-
ifestation, or there too only them that believe.

XXV. And if He ascend up into Heaven,

f

ascend with Him. Be one of those angels

who escort Him, or one of those who receive

Him. Bid the gates be lifted up,° or be made
higher, that they may receive Him, exalted

after His Passion. Answer to those who are in

doubt because He bears up with Him His
body and the tokens of His Passion, which He
had not when He came down, and who there-

fore inquire, " Who is this King of Glory? "

o Luke xxiii. 42. P Isa. liii. 12. v Luke xxiii. 43.
J Rev. ii. 5. t I.ukc xxiii. 52. f i John i. 7.

I) John xix. 39. lb. xx. 11, etc. k I1>. xxi. 17.

A lb. XX. 3, 4. \L lb. XX. 25. V I Pet. iii. 19.

f Luke xxiv. 51. o Ps, xxiv. 7, 10.

that it is the Lord strong and mighty, as in all

things that He hath done from time to time

and does, so now in His battle and triumph for

the sake of Mankind. And give to the doubt-

ing of the question the twofold answer. And
if they marvel and say as in Isaiah's drama

Who is this that cometh from Edom and

from the things of earth ? Or How are the

garments red of Him that is without blood or

body, as of one that treads in the full wine-

press ? °- Set forth the beauty of the array of

the Body that suffered, adorned by the Passion,

and made splendid by the Godhead, than

which nothing can be more lovely or more
beautiful.

XXVI.^ To this what will those cavillers

say, those bitter reasoners about Godhead,
those detractors of all things that are praise-

worthy, those darkeners of Light, uncultured in

respect of Wisdom, for whom Christ died in

vain, unthankful creatures, the work of the

Evil One. Do you turn this benefit into a re-

proach to God ? Will you deem Him little on
this account, that He humbled Himself for

your sake, and because to seek for that which

had wandered the Good Shepherd, He who
layeth down His life for the sheep,v came upon
the mountains and hills upon which you used

to sacrifice,* and found the wandering one ; and
having found it, took it upon His shoulders,*

on which He also bore the wood; and having

borne it, brought it back to the life above;

and having brought it back, numbered it

among those who have never strayed. That
He lit a candle,^ His own flesh, and swept the

house, by cleansing away the sin of the world,

and sought for the coin, the Royal Image that

was all covered up with passions, and calls to-

gether His friends, the Angelic Powers, at the

finding of the coin, and makes them sharers of

His joy, as He had before made them sharers of

the secret of His Incarnation ? That the Light

that is exceeding bright should follow the

Candle - Forerunner,'' and the Word, the

Voice, and the Bridegroom, the Bridegroom's

friend,* that prepared for the Lord a peculiar

people* and cleansed them by the water ^ in

I)reparation for the Spirit ? Do you Reproach
God with this ? Do you conceive of Him as

less because He girds Himself with a towel and
washes His disciples,** and shows that humilia-

tion is the best road to exaltation ;
" because He

humbles Himself for the sake of the soul that

a Isa. Ixiii. i.

P This p.issage, to nearly the end of c. XXVIL, is taken from
the Oration on the Nativity, CO. XIII.-XIV. 7 John x. 11.

5 John V. 35. € Hos. iv. 13. fLuke xv. 4, 5.

rj lb. XV. 8, 9. 6 lb. i. 23 ; iii. 9, 29.
K A reminiscence of S. Luke i. 17. A Atutt. iii. 11.

\i. John xiii. 4, 5. v Matt, xxiii. 12.
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is bent down to the ground," that He may even

exalt with Himself that which is bent double

under a weight of sin ? How comes it that you

do not also charge it upon Him as a crime that

He eateth with Publicans^ and at Publicans'

tables, and makes disciples of Publicans v that

He too may make some gain. And what
gain ? The salvation of sinners. If so, one must

blame the physician for stooping over suffering

and putting up with evil smells in order to

give health to the sick ; and him also who
leans over the ditch, that he may, according to

the Law, save the beast that has fallen into it.

XXVII. He was sent, but sent according to

His Manhood (for He was of two Natures),

since He was hungry and thirsty and weary,

and was distressed and wept, according to the

Laws of human nature. But even if He were
sent also as God, what of that ? Consider the

Mission to be the good pleasure of the Father,

to which He refers all that concerns Himself,

both that He may honour the Eternal Principle,

and that He may avoid the appearance of being

a rival God. For He is said on the one hand
to have been betrayed, and on the other it is

written that He gave Himself up; and so too

tliat He was raised and taken up by the Father,

and also that of His own power He rose and
ascended. The former belongs to the Good
Pleasure, the latter to His own Authority ; but

you dwell upon all that diminishes Him, while

you ignore all that exalts Him. For instance,

you score that He suffered, but you do not add
" of His own Will." Ah, what things has the

Word even now to suffer ! By some He is hon-
oured as God but confused with the Father ; by
others He is dishonoured as Flesh, and is sev-

ered from God. With whom shall He be most
angry—or rather which shall He forgive—those

who falsely contract Him, or those who divide

Him? For the former ought to have made a

distinction, and the latter to have made a

Union, the one in number, the other in God-
head. Do you stumble at His Flesh ? .So did

the Jews. Do you call Him a Samaritan,* and
the rest which I will not utter? This did not

even the demons, O man more unbelieving

than demons, and more stupid than Jews. The
Jews recognized the title Son as expressing

equal rank; and the demons knew that He
who drove them out was God, for they were
persuaded by their own experience. But you
will not either admit the equality or confess the

Godhead. It would have been l^ettcr for you
to have been circumcised and a demoniac—to

reduce the matter to an absurdity—than in

a Luke xiii. lo, etc.

Y Luke XV. 2,

/3 Mark ii. 15, 16.

5 John viii. 48.

uncircumcision and robust health to be thus ill

and ungodly disposed. But for our war with
such men, let it be brought to an end by their

returning, however late, to a sound mind, if

they will ; or else if they will not, let it be
postponed to another occasion, if they continue
as they are. Anyhow, we will have no fear

when contending for the Trinity with the help
of the Trinity.

XXVIII. It is now needful for us to sum up
our discourse as follows : We were created
that we might be made happy. We were made
happy when we were created. We were en-
trusted with Paradise that we might enjoy life.

^Ve received a Commandment that we might
obtain a good repute by keeping it ; not that

God did not know what would take place, but
because He had laid down the law of Free
Will. We were deceived because we were the

objects of envy. We were cast out because we
transgressed. We fasted because we refused to

fast, being overpowered by the Tree of Know-
ledge. For the Commandment was ancient,

coeval with ourselves, and was a kind of educa-
tion of our souls and curb of luxury, to which we
were reasonably made subject, in order that we
might recover by keeping it that which we had
lost by not keeping it. We needed an Incarn-
ate God, a God put to death, that we might
live. We were put to death together with
Him, that we might be cleansed ; we rose

again with Him because we were put to death
with Him; we were glorified with Him,
because we rose again with Him.
XXIX. Many indeed are the miracles of

that time : God crucified ; the sun darkened
and again rekindled ; for it was fitting that the

creatures should suffer with their Creator ; the

veil rent; the Blood and Water shed from
His Side ; the one as from a man, the other

as above man ; the rocks rent for tlie Rock's
sake ; the dead raised for a pledge of the final

Resurrection of all men ; the Signs at the

Sepulchre and after the Sepulchre, which none
can worthily celebrate ; and yet none of these

equal to the Miracle of my salvation. A few
drops of Blood recreate the whole world, and
become to all men what rennet is to milk, draw-
ing us together and compressing us into unity.

XXX. But, O Pascha, great and holy and
purifier of all the world—for I will speak to

thee as to a living person—O Word of God
and Light and Life and Wisdom and Might

—

for I rejoice in all Thy names—O Offspring

and Expression and Signet of the Great Mind ;

() Word conceived and Man coiitcm])latc(l.

Who bearcst all things, binding them by the

Word of Thy power; receive this discourse.

' ^.
:^^<r
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not now as firstfruits, but periiaps as the com-
pletion of my offerings, a thanksgiving, and at

the same time a supplication, that we may suf-

fer no evil beyond those necessary and sacred

cares in which our life has been passed ; and
stay the tyranny of the body over us

;
(Thou

seest, O Lord, how great it is and how it bows
me down) or Thine own sentence, if we are to

be condemned by Thee. But if we are to be
released, in accordance with our desire, and be
received into the Heavenly Tabernacle, there

too it may be we shall offer Thee acceptable

Sacrifices upon Thine Altar, to Father and
Word and Holy Ghost ; for to Thee belongeth
all glory and honour and might, world without

end. Amen.
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A SELECTION FROM THE LETTERS OF SAINT GREG-
ORY NAZIANZEN, SOMETIME ARCIIBISIIOF OF CON^

STANTINOPLE.

DIVISION I.

LETTERS ON THE APOLLINARIAN CONTROVERSY.

Introduction.

The circumstances whicli called forth the two

letters to Cledonius have already been described

in the first section of the General Prolegomena,

and it will not be necessary here to add much
to what was there -said. In the letter to Nec-

tarius, his own successor on the throne of Con-
stantinople, written about A. D. 383, and some-

times reckoned as Orat. XLVL, S. Gregory gives

extracts from a work of ApoUinarius himself,

but without mentioning the title of the book.

In this treatise the fundamental errors of the

heresy (see Proleg. c. i, p. 172) are laid down.
ApoUinarius, according to S. Gregory, declares

that the Son of God was from all eternity

clothed with a human body, and not from the

time of His conception only by the Blessed Vir-

gin; but that this humanity of God is without

human mind, the place of wliich was supplied

by the Godhead of the Only-begotten. And
he goes even further and ascribes passibility

and mortality to the very Godhead of Christ.

Therefore S. Gregory earnestly protests against

any toleration being granted to these heretics,

or even permission to hold their assemblies;

for, he says, toleration or permission would cer-

tainly be regarded by them as a condonation

of their doctrinal position, and a condemnation

of that of the Church. Dr. Ullman, however,

thinks that while S, Gregory was certainly

speaking the truth in saying that he had in his

hands a pamphlet by ApoUinarius, yet that he,

perhaps unconscioasly, exaggerated the heret-

ical character of its contents, pushing its state-

ments to consequences which ApoUinarius

would have repudiated. The one purpose of

the latter was, in Dr. UUman's \iew, to safe-

guard the doctrine of the Unity of Christ; and
he thought that the orthodox expression of Two
Whole and Perfect Natures tended to a Nestor-

ian division of the Person of Christ; and so lie

used language which certainly seemed to con-

found the natures, or at any rate to make the

Incarnation imperfect, inasmuch as a Christ in

Whom the human mind is absent, and its place

filled up by the Godhead of the Son, cannot

be said to be perfect Man. But v/hile Epi-

phanius mentions these extravagances of the

heresy, and does so with a lingering feeling of

regret for the lapse of so good a man whose
services in the past had been of so much value

to the Church, yet, in the spirit common to

Ecclesiastical authorities of the time, he would

rather ascribe them to an expansion of Apol-

linarius' teaching by his younger disciples who
did not really understand what ApoUinarius

himself meant.

Olympius, to whom the last of this series is

addressed, was Governor of Cappadocia Se-

cunda in a.d. 382. He was a man for whom S.

Gregory had a very high esteem, and with whom
he was upon terms of close friendship, as v.ill

be seen from other letters of Gregory to him in

another division of this Selection. The occa-

sion of the present letter was the necessity to

appeal to the secular power for aid to punish

a sect of ApoUinarians at Nazianzus, who had

ventured to take advantage of S. Gregory's ab-

sence at the Baths of Xanxaris to procure the

consecration of a Bishop of their own way of

thinking. Technically the See was vacant,

but the administration had been committed to

Gregory by the Bishops of the Province, and

though he, foreseeing some such attem])t on the

part of the heretics, had been ver)- earnest in
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pressing upon the Metropolitan and his Com-
provincials the necessity of filHng this throne

by a canonical election, yet he was by no means

j)repared to hand over the authority, with which

he had been invested, to an irregularly elected

and uncanonically consecrated heretic.

To Nectarius, Bishop of Constantinople.
(Ep. ecu.)

The Care of God, which throughout the

lime before us guarded the Churches, seems to

have utterly forsaken this present life. And
my soul is immersed to such a degree by cal-

amities that the private sufferings of my own
life hardly seem to be worth reckoning among
evils (though they are so numerous and great,

that if they befel anyone else I should think

them unbearable) ; but I can only look at the

common sufferings of the Churches; for if at

the present crisis some pains be not taken to

find a remedy for them, things will gradually

get into an altogether desperate condition.

Those who follow the heresy of Arius or Eu-

doxius (I cannot say who stirred them up to

this folly) are making a display of their dis-

ease, as if they had attained some degree of

confidence by collecting congregations as if by
permission. And they of the Macedonian

party have reached such a pitch of folly that

they are arrogating to themselves the name of

Bishops, and are wandering about our districts

babbling of Eleusius" as to their ordina-

tions. Our bosom evil, Eunomius, is no
longer content with merely existing; but unless

he can draw away everyone with him to his

ruinous heresy, he thinks himself an injured

man. All this, however, is endural.)le. The
most grievous item of all in the woes of the

Church is the boldness of the Apollinarians,

whom your Holiness has overlooked, I know
not how, when providing themselves with

authority to hold meetings on an equality with

myself. However, you being, as you are,

thoroughly instructed by the grace of God in

the Divine Mysteries on all points, are well

informed, not only as to the advocacy of the

true faith, but also as to all those arguments

which have been devised by the heretics

against the sound faith ; and yet perhaps it A\ill

not be unseasonable that your Excellency

should hear from my littleness that a pamphlet

by Apollinarius has come into my hands, the

a K.IcuRiiis w.Ts liishop of Cyzicus, a prnminciit Icacti.-r of llio

Scmi-Aii.in party. He lioic- a very liigli character for personal
holiness, ami api)roaclie(l more nearly to orthoiloxy than most of
his associates, men like Hasil of Ancyra, Eustatliins of Sebastc,
etc. He obstinately maintained, however, Macedonian views on
the Deity of tlie Holy (Ihost, even after their condemnation by the

C^ouucil of Constantinople,

contents of which surpass all heretical pravity.

For he a.sserts that the Flesh which the Only-

begotten Son assumed in the Incarnation for

the remodelling of our nature was no new ac-

quisition, but that that carnal nature was in the

Son from the beginning. And he puts for-

ward as a witness to this monstrous a.ssertion a

garbled quotation from the Gospels, namely.

No man hath Ascended up into Heaven save

He which came down from Heaven, even the

Son of Man which is in Heaven." As though

even before He came down He was the Son of

Man, and when He came down He brought

with Him that Flesh, which it appears He had

in Heaven, as though it had existed before the

ages, and been joined with Flis Essence. For

he alleges another saying of an Apostle, which

he cuts off from the whole body of its context,

that The Second Man is the Lord from Heaven.^

Then he assumes that that Man who came
down from above is without a mind, but that

the Godhead of the Only-begotten fulfils the

function of mind, and is the third part of this

human composite, inasmuch as soul and body
are in it on its human side, but not mind, the

place of which is taken by God the Word.
This is not yet the most serious part of it ; that

which is most terrible of all is that he declares

that the Only-begotten God, the Judge of all,

the Prince of Life, the Destroyer of Death, is

mortal, and underwent the Passion in His

proper Godhead ; and that in the three days'

death of His body. His Godhead also was put to

death with His body, and thus was rai.sed again

from the dead by the Father. It would be

tedious to go through all the other propositions

which he adds to these monstrous absurdities.

Now, if they who hold such views have author-

ity to meet, your Wisdom approved in Christ

must see that, inasmuch as we do not approve

their views, any permission ofassembly granted

to them is nothing less than a declaration that

their view is thought more true than ours. For

if they are permitted to teach their view as

godly men, and with all confidence to preach

their doctrine, it is manifest that the doctrine

of the Church has been condemned, as though

the truth were on their side. For nature does

not admit of two contrary doctrines on the

same subject being both true. How then could

your noble and lofty mind sul)mit to suspend

your usual courage in regard to the correction

of so great an evil ? But even though there is

no precedent for such a course, let your inim-

itable perfection in virtue stand up at a crisis

like the present, and teach our most pious

a John iii. 13. ^ Cor. XV. 47.
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Emperor, that no gain will come from his zeal

for the Church on other points if he allows such
an evil to gain strength from freedom of speech

for the subversion of sound faith.

To Clf.donmus the Priest Against
Apollinarius. (Ep. CI.)

TO OUR most reverend AND GOD-BELOVED
BROTHER AND I'ELLOW-PRIEST CLEDONIUS,
GREGORV, GREETING IN THE LORD.

I desire to learn what is this fashion of in-

novation in things concerning the Church,
which allows anyone who likes, or the passer-

by," as the Bible says, to tear asunder the flock

that has been well led, and to plunder it by
larcenous attacks, or rather by piratical and
fallacious teachings. For if our present as-

sailants had any ground for condemning us in

regard of the faith, it would not have been
right for them, even in that case, to have ven-

tured on such a course without giving us notice.

They ought rather to have first jiersuaded us,

or to have been willing to be persuaded by us

(if at least any account is to be taken of us as

fearing God, labouring for the faith, and help-

ing the Church), and then, if at all, to innov-

ate; but then perliaps there would be an ex-

cuse for their outrageous conduct. But since

our faith has been proclaimed, both in writing

and without writing, here and in distant parts,

in times of danger and of .safety, how comes it

that some make such attempts, and that others

keep silence ?

The most grievous part of it is not (though
this too is .shocking) that the men instil their

own heresy into simpler souls by means of
those who are worse; but that they also tell

lies about us and say that we share their opin-

ions and sentiments ; thus baiting their hooks,

and by this cloak villainously fulfilling their

will, and making our simplicity, which looked
upon them as brothers and not as foes, into a

support of their wickedness. And not only so,

but they also assert, as I am told, that they

have been received by the Western Synod, by
which they were formerly condemned, as is

well known to everyone. If, however, those

who hold the views of Apollinarius have either

now or formerly been received, let them prove
it and we will be content. For it is evident

that they can only have been so received as

assenting to the Orthodox Faith, for this were
an impossibility on any other terms. And
y ——

a Ps. Ixxx. la.

they can surely prove it, either by the minutes

of the Synod, or by Letters of Communion,
for this is the regular custom of Synods, lint

if it is mere words, and an invention of their

own, devised for the sake of appearances and
to give them weight with the multitude through
the credit of the persons, teach them to hold
their tongues, and confute them ; for we belic\e

that such a task is well suited to your manner
of life and orthodoxy. Do not let the men
deceive themselves and others with the a.sser-

tion that the " Man of the Lord," as they call

Him, Who is rather our Lord and .God, is

without human mind. For we do not sever the

Man from the Clodhead, but we lay down as a
dogma the Unity and Identity of Person, Who
of old was not Man but God, and the Only
Son before all ages, unmingled with body or

anything corporeal ; but Who in these last

days has assumed Manhood also for our .salva-

tion
;

passible in His Flesh, impassible in His
Godhead ; circumscript in the l)ody, uncir-

cumscript in the Spirit; at once earthly and
heavenly, tangible and intangible, comprehen-
sible and incomprehensible ; that by One and
the Same Person, Who was perfect Man and
also God, the entire humanity fallen through
sin might be created anew.

If anyone does not believe that Holy Mary
is the Mother of God, he is severed from the

Godhead. If anyone should assert that He
passed through the Virgin as through a chan-
nel, and was not at once divinely and humanly
formed in her (divinely, because without the

intervention of a man ; humanly, because in

accordance with the laws of gestation), he is

in like manner godless. If any assert that the

Manhood was formed and afterward was
clothed Avith the Godhead, he too is to be con-
demned. For this were not a Generation of

God, but a shirking of generation. If any in-

troduce the notion of Two Sons, one of God
the Father, the other of the Mother, and dis-

credits the Unity and Identity, may he lose

his part in the adoption promised to those who
believe aright. For God and Man are two
natures, as also soul and body are ; but there

are not two Sons or two Gods. For neither

in this life are there two manhoods ; though
Paul speaks in some such language of the inner

and outer man. And (if I am to speak con-

cisely) the Saviour is made of elements which
are di.stinct from one another (for the invisible

is not the .same with the visible, nor the time-

less with that which is subject to time), yet

He is not two Persons. God forliid ! For
both natures are one by the combination, the

Deity being made Man^ and the Manhood
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deified or however one should express it. And
I say different Elements, because it is the re-

verse of Avhat is the case in the Trinity ; for

There we acknowledge different Persons so as

not to confound the persons ; but not different

Elements, for the Three are One and the same

in Godhead.
If any should say that it wrought in Him by

grace as in a Prophet, but was not and is not

united with Him in Essence—let him be emp-

ty of the Higher Energy, or rather full of the

opposite. If any worship not the Crucified,

let him be Anathema and be numbered among
the Deicides. If any assert that He was made
perfect by works, or that after His Baptism,

or after His Resurrection from the dead, He
was counted worthy of an adoptive Sonship,

like those whom the Greeks interpolate as add-

ed to the ranks of the gods, let him be

anathema. For that which has a beginning or

a progress or is made perfect, is not God, al-

though the expressions may be used of His

gradual manifestation. If any assert that He
has now put off His holy flesh, and that PI is

Godhead is stripped of the body, and deny

that He is now with His body and will come
again with it, let him not see the glory of His

Coming. For where is His body now, if not

with Him Who assumed it ? For it is not laid

by in the sun, according to the babble of the

Manichaeans, that it should be honoured by a

dishonour ; nor was it poured forth into the air

and dissolved, as is the nature of a voice or

the flow of an odour, or the course of a light-

ning flash that never stands. Where in that

rase were His being handled after the Resurrec-

tion, or His being seen hereafter by them that

pierced Him, for Godhead is in its nature in-

visible. Nay; He Avill come with His body

—

so I have learnt—such as He Avas seen by His

Disciples in the Mount, or as he shewed Him-
self for a moment, when his Godhead over-

powered the carnality. And as we say this to

disarm suspicion, so we write the other to cor-

rect the novel teaching. If anyone assert that

His flesh came down from heaven, and is not

from hence, nor of us though above us, let him

l)e anathema. For the words. The Second

Man is the Lord from Heaven ;
" and. As is the

Heavenly, such are they that are Heavenly

;

and. No man hath ascended up into Heaven
save He which came down from Heaven, even

the Son of Man which is in Heaven ;
P and the

like, are to be understood as said on account of

the Union Avith the heavenly
;

just as that All

Things were made by Christ, v and that Christ

a Cor. XV. 47. /3 John iii. 13. y John i. 3.

dwelleth in your hearts " is said, not of the visi-

ble nature which belongs to God, but of Avhat

is perceived by the mind, the names being

mingled like the natures, and floAving into one

another, according to the laAV of their intimate

union.

If anyone has put his trust in Him as a Man
without a human mind, he is really bereft of

mind, and quite uuAvorthy of salvation. For
that which He has not assumed He has not

healed ; but that Avhich is united to His God-
head is also saved. If only half Adam fell,

then that which Christ assumes and saves may
be half also ; but if the Avhole of his nature

fell, it must be united to the Avhole nature of

Him that Avas begotten, and so be saved as a

Avhole. Let them not, then, begrudge us our

complete salvation, or clothe the Saviour only

with bones and nerves and the portraiture of

humanity. For if His Manhood is Avithout

soul, even the Arians admit this, that they

may attribute His Passion to the Godhead, as

that Avhich gives motion to the body is also

that Avhich suffers. But if He has a soul, and
yet is Avithout a mind, hoAv is He man, for

man is not a mindless animal ? And this

Avould necessarily involve that Avhile His form

and tabernacle Avas human. His soul should be
that of a horse or an ox, or some other of the

brute creation. This, then, Avould be Avhat He
saves ; and I have been deceived by the Truth,

and led to boast of an honour Avhich had been

bestOAved upon another. But if His Man-
hood is intellectual and not Avithout mind, let

them cease to be thus really mindless. But,

says such an one, the Godhead took the place

of the human intellect. Hoav does this touch

me ? For Godhead joined to flesh alone is

not man, nor to soul alone, nor to both apart

from intellect, Avhich is the most essential part

of man. Keep then the Avhole man, and min-

gle Godhead thercAvith, that you may benefit

me in my completeness. But, he asserts, He
could not contain Tavo perfect Natures. Not
if you only look at Him in a bodily fashion.

For a bushel measure Avill not hold tAvo bush-

els, nor Avill the space of one body hold two
or more bodies. But if you Avill look at Avhat

is mental and incorporeal, remember that I in

my one personality can contain soul and rea-

son and mind and the Holy Spirit ; and before

me this Avorld, by Avhich I mean the system of

things visible and invisible, contained Father,

Son, and Holy Ghost. For such is the na-

ture of intellectual Existences, that they can

mingle Avith one another and Avith bodies, in-

a Ephcs. iii. 17.
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corporeally and invisibl)-. For many sounds

are comprehended by one ear ; and the eyes of

many are occupied by the same visible ob-

jects, and the smell by odours ; nor are the

senses narrowed by each other, or crowded
out, nor the objects of sense diminished by the

multitude of the perceptions. But where is

there mind of man or angel so perfect in com-
parison of the Godhead that the presence of

the greater must crowd out the other ? The
light is nothing compared with the sun, nor a

little damp compared with a river, that we must
first do away with the lesser, and take the

light from a house, or the moisture from

the earth, to enable it to contain the greater

and more perfect. For how shall one thing

contain two completenesses, either the house,

the sunbeam and the sun, or the earth, the

moisture and the river? Here is matter for

inquiry ; for indeed the question is worthy of

much consideration. Do they not know, then,

that what is perfect by comparison with one
thing may be imperfect by comparison with an-

other, as a hill compared with a mountain, or

a grain of mustard seed with a bean or any oth-

er of the larger seeds, although it may be called

larger than any of the same kind ? Or, if you
like, an Angel compared with God, or a man
with an Angel. So our mind is perfect and
commanding, but only in respect of soul and
body ; not absolutely perfect ; and a servant

and a subject of God, not a sharer of His

Princedom and honour. So INIoses was a God
to Pharaoh," but a servant of God,^ as it is

written ; and the stars which illumine the night

are hidden by the Sun, so much that you could

not even know of their existence by daylight

;

and a little torch brought near a great blaze is

neither destroyed, nor seen, nor extinguished
;

but is all one blaze, the bigger one prevailing

over the other.

But, it may be said, our mind is subject to

condemnation. What then of our flesh ? Is

that not subject to condemnation ? You must
therefore either set aside the latter on account

of sin, or admit the former on account of

salvation. If He assumed the worse that He
might sanctify it by His incarnation, may He
not assume the better that it may be sanctified

by His becoming Man? If the clay was
leavened and has become a new lump, O ye

wise men, .shall not the Image be leavened and
mingled with God, being deified by His God-
head ? And I will add this also : If the mind
was utterly rejected, as prone to sin and sub-

ject to damnation, and for this reason He

a Exod. vii. i. /3 Num. xii. 7.

assumed a body but left out the mind, then

there is an excuse for them who sin with the

mind ; for the witness of God—according to

you—has shewn the impossibility of healing it.

Let me state the greater results. You, my
good sir, dishonour my mind (you a Sarco-

later, if I am an Anthropolater * that you
may tie God down to the Flesh, since He can-

not be otherwise tied ; and therefore you take

away the wall of partition. I5ut what is my
theory, who am but an ignorant man, and no
Philosopher. Mind is mingled with mind,

as nearer and more closely related, and
through it with flesh, being a Mediator be-

tween God and carnality.

Further let us see what is their account of

the assumption of Manhood, or the assumption

of Flesh, as they call it. If it was in order

that God, otherwise incomprehensible, might

be comprehended, and might converse with

men through His Flesh as through a veil, their

mask and the drama which they represent is a

pretty one, not to say that it was open to Him
to converse with us in other ways, as of old, in

the burning bush ^ and in the appearance of a

man.v But if it was that He might destroy the

condemnation by sanctifying like by like, then

as He needed flesh for the sake of the flesh

which had incurred condemnation, and soul

for the sake of our soul, so, too. He needed

mind for the sake of mind, which not only

fell in Adam, but was the first to be affected,

as the doctors say of illnesses. For that which

received the command was that which failed to

keep the command, and that which failed to

keep it was that also which dared to trans-

gress ; and that which transgressed was tliat

which stood most in need of salvation ; and
that which needed salvation was that which

also He took upon Him. Therefore, Mind
was taken upon Him. This has now been de-

monstrated, whether they like it or no, by, to

use their own expression, geometrical and

necessary proofs. But you are acting as if,

when a man's eye had been injured and his

foot had been injured in consequence, you
were to attend to the foot and leave the eye

uncared for ; or as if, when a painter liad

drawn something badly, you were to alter the

picture, but to pass over the artist as if he had

succeeded. But if they, overwhelmed by these

arguments, take refiige in the proposition that

it is possible for God to save man even apart

o The ApoUinarians seem to have charged the Orthodox with

being Anthropolaters, or worshippers of a mere Man. S. Greg-

ory retorts upon tlicm that if so, they are worse themselves, heing

actually Sarcolaters, or worshippers of mere flesli, denying Mind
to Him whom tliey adore as Lord and Saviour.

P Exod. iii. 2. 7 Ocn. xviii. 5.
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from mind, why, I suppose that it would be

possible for Him to do so also apart from flesh

by a mere act of Avill, just as He works all

other things, and has wrought them without

body. Take away, then, the flesh as well as

the mind, that your monstrous folly may be

complete. But they are deceived by the lat-

ter, and, therefore, they run to the flesh, be-

cause they do not know the custom of Script-

ure. We will teach them this also. For

what need is there even to mention to those

who know it, the fact that everywhere in

Scripture he is called Man, and the Son of

Man ?

If, however, they rely on the passage, The
Word was made Flesh and dwelt among us,"

and because of this erase the noblest part of

Man (as cobblers do the thicker part of

skins) that they may join together God and

Flesh, it is time for them to say that God is

God only of flesh, and not of souls, because it

is written, "As Thou hast given Him power

overall Flesh," ^ and " Unto Thee shall all

Flesh come; " y and " Let all Flesh bless His

holy Name,"^ meaning every Man. Or,

again, they must suppose that our fathers went

down into Egypt without bodies and invisi-

ble, and that only the Soul of Joseph was im-

prisoned by Pharaoh, because it is v.'ritten,

'
' They went down into Egypt with threescore

and fifteen Souls,"* and "The iron entered

into his Soul," f a thing which could not be

bound. They who argue thus do not know
that such expressions are used by Synecdoche,

declaring the whole by the part, as when
Scripture says that the young ravens call upon

God,'' to indicate the whole feathered race ; or

Pleiades, Hesperus, and Arcturus^ are men-

tioned, instead of all the Stars and His Provid-

ence over them.

Moreover, in no other way was it possible

for the Love of God toward us to be mani-

fested than by making mention of our flesh,

and that for our sake He descended even to

our lower part. For that flesh is less precious

than soul, everyone who has a spark of sense will

acknowledge. And so the passage. The Word
was made Flesh, seems to me to be equivalent

to that in which it is said that He was made
sin," or a curse ^ for us ; not that tlie Lord was

transformed into either of these, how could He
be? 15ut because by taking them upon Him
He took away our sins and bore our iniciuities.'^

This, then, is sufficient to say at the present

time for the sake of clearness and of being

a John i. 14. ^ lb. xvii. 2. y Ps. Ixv. 2. Jib. cxlv. ai.

cActs vii. 14. ^I's.cv. 18. ij Ps. cxlvii. 8. SJobix.g.
K 2 Cor. V, 21, \ Gal. iii. 13. n Is.-\. liiu 7 LXX,

understood by the many. And I wTite it,

not with any desire to compose a treatise, but

only to check the progress of deceit ; and if

it is thought well, I will give a fuller account

of these matters at greater length.

But there is a matter which is graver than

these, a special point which it is necessary that

I should not pass over. I would they were even

cut off that trouble you," and would reintroduce

a second Judaism, and a second circumcision,

and a second system of sacrifices. For if

this be done, what hinders Ghrist also being

born again to set them aside, and again being

betrayed by Judas, and crucified and buried,

and rising again, that all may be fulfilled in the

same order, like the Greek system of cycles,

in which the same revolutions of the stars bring

round the same events ? For what the method
of selection is, in accordance with which some

of the events are to occur and others to be

omitted, let these wise men who glory in the

multitude of their books shew us.

But since, puffed up by their theory of the

Trinity, they falsely accuse us of being un-

sound in the Faith and entice the multitude,

it is necessary that people should know that

Apollinarius, while granting the Name of God-
head to the Holy Ghost, did not preserve the

Power of the Godhead. For to make the

Trinity consist of Great, Greater, and Greatest,

as of Light, Ray, and Sun, the Spirit and the

Son and the Father (as is clearly stated in

his writings), is a ladder of Godhead not lead-

ing to Heaven, but down from Heaven. But

we recognize God the Father and the Son and

the Holy Ghost, and these not as bare titles,

dividing inequalities of ranks or of power, but

as there is one and the same title, so there is

one nature and one substance in the Godhead.

But if anyone who thinks we have spoken

rightly on this subject reproaches us with hold-

ing communion with heretics, let him prove

that we are open to this charge, and we will

either convince him or retire. But it is not

safe to make any innovation before judgment

is given, especially in a matter of such import-

ance, and connected with so great issues. We
have protested and continue to protest this be-

fore God and men. And not even now, be

well assured, should we have written this, if we
had not seen that the Church was being torn

asunder and divided, among their other tricks,

by their present synagogue of vanity.^ But if

anyone when we say and protest this, either

from some advantage they will thus gain, or

through fear of men, or monstrous littleness of

a Galat. v. iz. p Ps. xxvi. 4 LXX.
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mind, or through some neglect of pastors and

governors, or through love of novelty and

l)roneness to innovations, rejects lis as unwor-

thy of credit, and attaches himself to such

men, and divides the noble body of the Church,

he shall bear his judgment, whoever he may
be,* and shall give account to God in the day of

judgment.^ But if their long books, and their

new Psalters, contrary to that of David, and

the grace of their metres, are taken for a third

Testament, we too will compose Psalms, and

will write much in metre. For we also think

we have the spirit of God,v if indeed this is a

gift of the Spirit, and not a human novelty.

This I will that thou declare publicly, tliat we
may not be held responsible, as overlooking

such an evil, and as though this wicked doc-

trine received food and strength from our in-

difference.

AGAINST APOLLINARIUS ; THE SEC-
OND LETTER TO CLEDONIUS.

(Ep. CII.)

Forasmuch as many persons have come to

your Reverence seeking confirmation of their

faith, and therefore you have affectionately

asked me to put forth a brief definition and
rule of my opinion, I therefore write to your

Reverence, what indeed you knew before, that

I never have and never can honour anything

above the Nicene Faith, that of the Holy
Fathers who met there to destroy the Arian

heresy ; but am, and by God's help ever will

be, of that faith ; completing in detail that

which was incompletely said by them concern-

ing the Holy Ghost ; for that question had
not then been mooted, namely, that we are to

believe that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
are of one Godhead, thus confessing the Spirit

also to be God. Receive then to communion
those who think and teach thus, as I also do

;

but those who are otherwise minded refuse, and
hold them as strangers to God and the Cathol-

ic Church. And since a question has also

been mooted concerning the Divine Assump-
tion of humanity, or Incarnation, state this

also clearly to all concerning me, that I join

in One the Son, who was begotten of the

Father, and afterward of the Virgin Mary,

and that I do not call Him two Sons, but wor-

ship Him as One and the same in undivided

Godhead and honour. But if anyone does

not assent to this statement, either now or

hereafter, he shall give account to God at the

day of judgment.

a Galat, v. lo. Matt. xii. 36. y i Cor. vii. 40.

Now, what we object and ojipose to their

mindless opinion about His Mind is this, to

put it shortly ; for they are almost alone in the

condition which they lay down, as it is

through want of mind that they mutilate His
mind. But, that they may not accuse us of

having once accepted but of now repudiat-

ing the faith of their beloved Vitalius » which
he handed in in writing at the request of the

blessed Bishop Damasus of Rome, I will give

a short explanation on this point also. For
these men, when they are theologizing among
their genuine disciples, and those who are in-

itiated into their secrets, like the Manichaeans
among those whom they call the *' Elect," ex-

pose the full extent of their disease, and scarce-

ly allow flesh at all to the Saviour. But when
they are refuted and pressed with the common
answers about the Incarnation which the Scrip-

ture presents, they confess indeed the ortho-

dox words, but they do violence to the sense

;

for they acknowledge the Manhood to be
neither without soul nor without reason nor
without mind, nor imperfect, but they bring

in the Godhead to supply the soul and reason

and mind, as though It had mingled Itself only

with His flesh, and not with the other proper-

ties belonging to us men ; although His sin-

lessness was far above us, and was the cleans-

ing of our passions.

Thus, then, they interpret wrongly the

words. But we have the Mind of Christ,^ and
very absurdly, when they say that His God-
head is the mind of Christ, and not under-

standing the passage as we do, namely, that

they who have purified their mind by the imi-

tation of the mind which the Saviour took of

us, and, as far as may be, have attained con-

formity with it, are said to have the mind of

Chri.st
;

just as they might be testified to have
the flesh of Christ who have trained their flesh,

and in this respect have become of the same
body and partakers of Christ ; and so he says

"As we have borne the image of the earth

v

we shall also bear the image of the heavenly."

And so they declare that the Perfect Man is not

o Vitalius or Vitalis was one of the principal followers of
Apollinarius, and by him was consecrated schismatical liishop of
Antioch, where, while yet orthodox, he had been ordained a
priest by Meletiiis. Hut he quarrelled with his Bishop through
jealousy of another priest, and then fell under the inlhience of
Apollinarius. He was summoned to Rome to clear himself of tlie

charge of heresy ; and by a clever manipulation of language he
produced a confession which the Pope, Damasus. accepted as
orthodox; but the Pope remitted the whole case to Paulinus, who
was at that time recognized by the Western Church as rightful

15ishop. Vitalius, however, was unable to accept the test re-

quired, and seceded. On his return from Rome he had visited

Nazianzus, where S. Gregory received him as a brullicr in the

faith, though further actiuamtancc compelled him to withdraw
from this position. Vitalius, while admitting that our Lord had
both a human body and a human soul, denied Him a human
mind ; whose place, according to his teaching, was supplied by
the Divinity. p i Cor, ii. 16. y 1 Cor. xv. 4y.
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He who was in all points tempted like as we are

yet without sin ;
" but the mixture of God and

Flesh. For what, say they, can be more per-

fect than this ?

They play the same trick with the word that

describes the Incarnation, viz. : He was made
Man, explaining it to mean, not, He was in the

human nature with which He surrounded Him-
self, according to the Scripture, He knew what

was in man ; ^ but teaching that it means, He
consorted and conversed with men, and taking

refuge in the expression which says that He
was seen on Earth and conversed with Men.v

And what can anyone contend further ? They
who take away the Humanity and the Interior

Image cleanse by their newly invented mask
only our outside,^ and that which is seen ; so

far in conflict with themselves that at one time,

for the sake of the flesh, they explain all the

rest in a gross and carnal manner (for it is

from hence that they have derived their second

Judaism and their silly thousand years delight

in paradise, and almost the idea that we shall

resume again the same conditions after these

same thousand years) ; and at another time they

bring in His flesh as a phantom rather than a

reality, as not having been subjected to any of

our experiences, not even such as are free from

sin ; and use for this purpose the apostolic ex-

pression, understood and spoken in a sense

which is not apostolic, that our Saviour was

made in the likeness of Men and found in

fashion as a Man,* as though by these words

was expressed, not the human form, but some
delusive phantom and appearance.

Since then these expressions, rightly under-

stood, make for orthodoxy, but wrongly inter-

preted are heretical, what is there to be sur-

prised at if we received the words of Vitalius in

the more orthodox sense ; our desire that they

should be so meant persuading us, though
others are angry at the intention of his writ-

ings? This is, I think, the reason why
Damasus himself, having been subsequently

better informed, and at the same time learning

that they hold by their former explanations,

excommunicated them and overturned their

written confession of faith with an Anathema
;

as well as because he was vexed at the deceit

which he had suffered from them through sim-

plicity.

Since, then, they have been openly con-

victed of this, let them not be angry, but let

them be ashamed of themselves ; and let them
not slander us, but abase themselves and wipe

off from their portals tliat great and marvellous

llcb. iv. 15. p John ii. 25.

S Matt, xxiii. ?s, 26.
y Karudi iii. 37.

c riiil. ii. 7.

proclamation and boast of their orthodoxy,
meeting all who go in at once with the ques-

tion and distinction that we must worship, not
a God-bearing Man, but a flesh-bearing God.
What could be more unreasonable than this,

though these new heralds of truth think a great

deal of the title ? For though it has a certain

sophistical grace through the quickness of its

antithesis, and a sort of juggling quackery
grateful to the uninstructed, yet it is the most
absurd of absurdities and the most foolish of

follies. For if one were to change the word
Man or J^/cs/i into Got/ (the first would please

us, the second them), and then were to use this

wonderful antithesis, so divinely recognized,

what conclusion should we arrive at? That
we must worship, not a God-bearing Flesh, but
a Man-bearing God. O monstrous absurdity !

They proclaim to us to-day a wisdom hidden
ever since the time of Ghrist—a thing worthy
of our tears. For if the faith began thirty

years ago, when nearly four hundred years had
passed since Christ was manifested, vain all

that time will have been our Gospel, and vain

our faith ; in vain will the Martyrs have borne
their witness, and in vain have so many and so

great Prelates presided over the people ; and
Grace is a matter of metres and not of the faith.

And who will not marvel at their learning,

in that on their own authority they divide the

things of Christ, and assign to His Manhood
such sayings as He was born. He was tempted,

He was hungry, He was thirsty, He was
wearied. He was asleep ; but reckon to His
Divinity such as these: He was glorified by
Angels, He overcame the Tempter, He fed the

people in the wilderness, and He fed them in

such a manner, and He walked upon the sea

;

and say on the one hand that the "Where
have ye laid Lazarus?" * belongs to us, but the

loud voice " Lazarus, Come Forth " ^ and the

raising him that had been four days dead, is

above our nature ; and that while the '
' He was

in an Agony, He was crucified. He was buried,"

belongs to the Veil, on the other hand, " He
was confident, He rose again. He ascended,"

belong to the Inner Treasure ; and then they

accuse us of introducing two natures, separate

or conflicting, and of dividing the supernatural

and wondrous Union. They ought, either not

to do that of which they accuse us, or not to

accuse us of that which they do ; so at least if

they are resolved to be consistent and not to

propound at once their own and their oppon-
ents' princi])les. Such is their want of rea-

son ; it conflicts both with itself and with the

a John .\i. 34, j8 lb. .\i. 43-
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truth to such an extent that they are neither

conscious nor ashamed of it when they fall out

with themselves. Now, if anyone thinks that

we write all this willingly and not upon com-
pulsion, and that we are dissuading from unity,

and not doing our utmost to promote it, let

him know that he is very much mistaken, and
has not made at all a good guess at our desires,

for nothing is or ever has been more valuable

in our eyes than peace, as the facts themselves

proN'e ; though their actions and brawlings

against us altogether exclude unanimity.

Ep. CXXV.

To Olvmpius.

Even hoar hairs have something to learn
;

and old age, it would seem, cannot in all

respects be trusted for wisdom. I at any
rate, knowing better than anyone, as I did,

the thoughts and the heresy of the Apollin-

arians, and seeing that their folly was intoler-

able
;
yet thinking that I could tame them by

patience and soften them by degrees, I let my
hopes make me eager to attain this object.

But, as it seems, I overlooked the fact that I

was making them worse, and injuring the

Church by my untimely philosoph)-. I'or

gentleness does not put bad men out of coun-

tenance. And now if it had been j^ossible

for me to teach you this myself, 1 should not

have hesitated, you may be sure, even to un-

dertake a journey beyond my strength to throw
myself at the feet of your Excellency. But
since my illness has brought me too far, and
it has become necessary for me to try the hot

baths of Xanxaris at the advice of my medical
men, I send a letter to represent me. These
wicked and utterly abandoned men have dared,

in addition to all their other misdeeds, either

to summon, or to make a bad use of the pas-

sage (I am not prepared to say precisely which)

of certain Bishops, deprived by the whole

Synod of the Eastern and Western Church
;

and, in violation of all Imperial Ordinances,

and of your commands, to confer the name of

Bishop on a certain individual of their own
misbelieving and deceitful crew ; encouraged

to do so, as I believe, by nothing so much as

my great infirmity ; for I must mention this.

If this is to be tolerated, your Excellency will

tolerate it, and I too will bear it, as I have

often before. But if it is serious, and not to

be endured by our most august Emperors, pray

punish what has been done—though more
mildly than such madness merits.

VOL. VII, Hh



DIVISION II.

CORRESPONDENCE WITH SAINT BASIL THE GREAT, ARCHBISHOP OF
CAESAREA.

Ep. I.

(Perhaps about A. d. 357 or 358 ; in answer

to a letter which is not now extant.)

To Basil his Comrade.

I have failed, I confess, to keep my pro-

mise. I had engaged even at Athens, at the

time of our friendship and intimate connection

there (for I can find no better word for it),

to join you in a life of philosophy. But I

failed to keep my promise, not of my own will,

but because one law prevailed against another

;

I mean the law which bids us honour our par-

ents overpowered the law of our friendship and
intercourse. Yet I will not fail you altogether,

if you will accept this offer. I shall be with

you half the time, and half of it you will be
with me, that we may have the whole in com-
mon, and that our friendship may be on equal

terms ; and so it will be arranged in .such a

way that my parents will not be grieved, and
yet I shall gain you.

Ep. II.

(Written about the same time, in reply to

another letter now lost.)

I do not like being joked about Tiberina

and its mud and its winters, O my friend, who
are so free from mud, and who walk on tiptoe,

and trample on the plains. You who have
Avings and are borne aloft, and fly like the ar-

rows of Abaris, in order that, Cap])adocian

though you are, you may flee from Cappado-
cia. Have we done you an injury, because

while you are pale and breathing hard and
measuring the sun, we are sleek and well fed

and not pre.ssed for room? Yet this is your

condition. You are luxurious and rich, and
go to market. I do not approve of this.

Either then cease to reproach us with our mud
(for you did not build your city, nor we make
our winter), or else for our mud we will bring

against you your hucksters, and the rest of

the crop of nuisances which infest cities.

Ep. IV.

(In answer to Ep. XIV., of Basil, about

361.)

You may mock and pull to pieces my af-

fairs, whether in jest or in earnest. This is a

matter of no consequence ; only laugh, and
take your fill of culture, and enjoy my friend-

ship. Everything that comes from you is

pleasant to me, no matter \\-hat it may be, and
how it may look. For I think you are chaf-

fing about things here, not for the sake of

chaffing, but that you may draw me to )-our-

self, if I understand you at all
;

just like peo-

ple who block up streams in order to draw
them into another channel. That is how your

sayings ah^-ays seem to me.

For my part I will admire your Pontus and
your Pontic darkness, and your dwelling place

so worthy of exile, and the hills over your

head, and the wild beasts which test your faith,

and your sequestered spot that lies under them
. or as I should say your mousehole -with

the stately names of Abode of Thought, Monas-
tery, School ; and your thickets of wild bushes,

and crown of precipitous mountains, by which
may you be, not crowned but, cloistered ; and
your limited air ; and the sun, for which )-ou

long, and can only see as through a chimney,

O sunless Cimmerians of Pontus, who are con-

demned not only to a six months' night, as
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some are said to be, but who have not even a

part of your life out of the shadow, but all

your life is one long night, and a real shadow

of death, to use a Scripture phrase. And I

admire your strait and narrow road, leading

I know not if it be to the Kingdom,
or to Hades, but for your sake I hope it is the

Kinirdom. . . And as for the interven-

ing country, what is your wish? Am I

falsely to call it Eden, and the fountain divided

into four heads, by which the world is wa-

tered, or the dry and waterless wilderness

(only what Moses will come to tame it, bring-

ing water out of the rock with his staff) ? For

all of it which has escaped the rocks is full of

gullies ; and that which is not a gully is a

thicket of thorns ; and whatever is above the

thorns is a precipice ; and the road above that

is precipitous, and slopes both ways, exercising

the mind of travellers, and calling for gymnas-

tic exercises for safety. And the river rushes

roaring down, which to you is a Strymon of

Amphipolis for quietness, and there are not

so many fishes in it as stones, nor does it flow

into a lake, but it dashes into abysses, O my
grandiloquent friend and inventor of new
names. For it is great and terrible, and over-

whelms the psalmody of those who live above

it ; like the Cataracts and Catadoupa of the

Nile, so does it roar you down day and night.

It is rough and fordless ; and it has only this

morsel of kindness about it, that it does not

sweep away your dwelling when the torrents

and winter storms make it mad. This then is

what I think of those Fortunate Islands and of

you happy people. And you are not to ad-

mire the crescent-shaped curves which strangle

rather than cut off the accessible parts of your

Highlands, and the strip of mountain ridge

that hangs over your heads, and makes your

life like that of Tantalus ; and the draughty

breezes, and the vent-holes of the earth, which
refresh your courage when it fails ; and your

musical birds that sing (but only of famine),

and fly about (but only about the desert). No
one visits it, you say, except for hunting

;
you

might add, and except to look upon your dead

bodies. This is perhaps too long for a letter,

but it is too short for a comedy. If you can

take my jokes kindly you will do well, but if

not, I will send you some more.

Ep. V.

(Circa a.d. 361.)

' Come now and change thy theme,
And sing of the inner adornment,"—Od. viii. 492.

Your roofless and doorlcss hut, your fireless

and smokeless hearth, your walls dried by fire,

that we may not be hit by the drops of the mud,
condemned like Tantalus thirsting in the midst
of waters, and that pitiable feast with nothing
to eat, to which we were invited from Cai)pa-
docia, not as to a Lotus-eater's poverty, but to

a table of Alcinous—we young and miserable

survivors of a wreck. For I remember those

loaves and the broth (so it was called), yes,

and I shall remember thein too, and my poor
teeth that slipped on your hunks of bread, and
then braced themselves up, and pulled them-
selves as it were out of mud. You yourself will

raise these things to a higher strain of tragedy,

having learnt to talk big througli your own suf-

ferings. . . for if we had not been (juickly

delivered by that great supporter of the poor
—I mean your mother—who appeared oj^por-

tunely like a harbour to men tossed by a storm,

we should long ago have been dead, rather

pitied than admired for our faith in Pontus.

How shall I pass over that garden which was
no garden and had no vegetables, and the

Augean dunghill which we cleared out of the

house, and with which we filled it up (sc.

the garden), when we drew that mountainous
wagon, I the vintager, and you the valiant,

wirii our necks and hands, which still bear the

traces of our labours. " O earth and sun, O air

and virtue
'

' (for I will indulge a little in

tragic tones), not that we might bridge the

Hellespont, but that we might level a preci-

pice. If you are not put out by the mention
of the circumstances, no more am I ; but if

you are, how much more was I by the reality.

I pass by the rest, through respect for the

others from whom I received much enjoyment.

Ep. VI.

(Written about the same time, in a more
serious vein.)

What I wrote before about our stay in

Pontus was in joke, not in earnest ; what I

write now is very much in earnest. O that

one would jilace me as in the month of

those foriner days," in which I luxuriated with

you in hard living; since voluntary pain is

more valuable than involuntary delight. O
that one would give me back those psalmodies

Since you do take my jokes kindly, I send

you the rest. My prelude is from Homer.

II h 2

a Job xxix. a.
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and vigils and those sojournings with God in

prayer, and that immaterial, so to speak, and

unbodied life. O for the intimacy and one-

souledness of the brethren who were by you

divinized and exalted : O for the contest and

incitement of virtue which we secured by writ-

ten Rules and Canons ; O for the loving labour

in the Divine Oracles, and the light we found

in them by the guidance of the Holy Ghost.

Or, if I may speak of lesser and slighter mat-

ters, O for the daily courses and experiences

;

O for the gatherings of wood, and the cutting

of stone; O for the golden plane-tree, more

precious than that of Xerxes, under which sat,

not a King enfeebled by luxury, but a Monk
worn out by hard life, which I planted and

Apollos (I mean your honourable self) watered ;

»

but God gave the increase to our honour, that

a memorial might remain among you of my
diligence, as in the Ark we read and believe,

did Aaron's rod that budded.^ To long for all

this is very easy, but it is not easy to attain it.

But do you come to me, and conspire with me
in virtue, and co-operate with me, and aid me
by your prayers to keep the profit which we used

to get together, that I may not perish by little

and little, like a shadow as the day draws to its

close. I would rather breathe you than the

air, and only live while I am with you, either

actually in your presence, or virtually by your

likeness in your absence,

Ep. VIII.

(Written to S. Basil shortly after his Ordina-

tion as Priest, probably toward the end of

A.D. 362.)

I approve the beginning of your letter ; but

what is there of yours that I do not approve ?

And you are convicted of having written just

like me ;
y for I, too, was forced into the rank

of the Priesthood, for indeed I never was eager

for it. We are to one another, if ever any

men were, trustworthy witnesses of our love for

a humble and lowly philosophy. But perhaps

it would have been better that this had not

happened, or I know not what to say, as long

as I am in ignorance of the purpose of the

Holy Ghost. But since it has come about, we
must bear it, at least so it seems clear to me ; and

especially when we take the times into con-

sideration, which are bringing in upon us so

many heretical tongues, and must not put to

shame either the hopes of those who have

trusted us thus, or our own lives.

a I Cor. iii. 6. fi N\im. xvii. 8, 10.

y The Editors render "And you were captured just as I also was
circumscribed," etc., but the Greek hardly bears this renderiDg,

Ep. XIX.

(This Epistle should be read in connection

with the three addres.sed to Eusebius of Caesa-

rea, to which it refers. For the circumstances

see General Prolegomena, § i, p. 194-)

It is a time for prudence and endurance, and

that we should not let anyone appear to be of

higher courage than ourselves, or let all our

labours and toils be in an instant brought to

nothing. Why do I write this, and ^^•herefore ?

Our Bishop Eusebius, very dear to God (for so

we must for the future both think and write of

him), is very much disposed to agreement and

friendship with us ; and as fire softens iron, so

has time softened him ; and I think a letter of

appeal and invitation will come to you from

him, as he intimated to me, and as many per-

sons who are well acquainted with his affairs

assure me. Let us be beforehand with him then,

either by going to him, or by writing to him
;

or rather by first writing and then going; in

order that we may not by and by be put to

shame by being defeated when it w-as in our

power to secure a victory by being honourably

and philosophically beaten, which so many are

asking from us. Be persuaded by me then, and

come ; both on this account and on account of

the bad times ; for a conspiracy of heretics is

assailing the Church ; some of them are here

now, and are troubling us ; and others, rumour

says, are coming ; and there is reason to fear

lest the Word of Truth should be swept away,

unless there be stirred up very soon the spirit of

a Bezaleel, the wise Master builder of such ar-

guments and dogmas. If you think I ought to

go too, to stay with you and travel with you,

I will not refuse to do even this.

(We insert here the three letters to Eusebius,

which are so closely connected with the above

as not to seem out of place.)

Ep. XVI.

To Eusebius, Bishop of CitSAREA.

Since I am addressing a man who does not

love falsehood, and who is the keenest man I

know at detecting it in another, however it may
be twined in skilful and varied labyrinths

;

and, moreover, on my own part I will say it,

though against the grain I do not like artifice,

either, both from my natural constitution, and

because God's Word has formed me so. There-
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fore I write what presents itself to my mind
;

and I beg you to excuse my plain speaking, or

you will wrong the truth by depriving me of my
liberty, and forcing me to restrain within my-
self the pain of my grief, like some secret and
malignant disease. I rejoice that I have your

respect (for I am a man, as some one has said

before), and that I am summoned to Synods and
spiritual conferences. But I am troubled at the

slight which has been inflicted on my most
Reverend brother Basil, and is still inflicted on
him by Your Reverence ; for I chose him as

the companion of my life and words and high-

est philosophy, and he is so still ; and I never

had reason to regret my judgment of him. It

is more temperate to speak thus of him, that I

may not seem to be praising myself in admiring

him. You, however, I think, by honouring me
and dishonouring him, seem to be acting like a

man who should with one hand stroke a man's
head, and with the other hand strike him on the

face ; or while tearing up the foundations of a

house should paint the walls and decorate the

exterior. If then you will listen to me, this is

what you will do, and I claim to be listened

to, for this is justice. If you will pay due at-

tention to him, he will do the like by you.

And I will follow him as a shadow does the

body, being of little worth and inclined to

peace. For I am not so mean as to be willing

in other respects to philosophize, and to be of

the better part, but to overlook a matter which
is the end of all our teaching, namely love

;

especially in regard to a Priest, and one of

so high a character, and one whom I know of

all my acquaintances to be the best both in life

and doctrine and conduct. For my pain shall

not obscure the truth.

Ep. XVII.

To EusEBius, Archbishop of C^esarea.

I did not write in an insolent spirit, as you
complain of my letter, but rather in a spiritual

and i)hilosophical one, and as was fitting, un-

less this too wrongs " your most eloquent Greg-

ory.
'

' For though you are my Superior in rank,

yet you will grant me something of liberty and
just freedom of speech. Therefore be kinder to

me. But if you regard my letter as coming
from a servant, and from one who has not the

right even to look you in the face, I will in

this instance accept your stripes and not even

shed a tear. Will you blame me for this also?

That would befit anyone rather than your Re-

verence. For it is the part of a high-soulcd man

to accept more readily the freedom of a friend

than the flattery of an enemy.

Ep. XVIII.

To EUSEBIUS of CvESAREA.

I was never meanly disposed towards your
Reverence ; do not find me guilty. But after

allowing myself a little liberty and boldness,

just to relieve and heal my grief, I at once
bowed and submitted, and willingly subjected

myself to the Canon. What else could I have

done, knowing both you and the Law of the

Spirit? But if I had been ever so mean and
ignoble in my sentiments, yet the present time

would not allow such feelings, nor the wild

beasts which are rushing on the Church, nor

your own courage and manliness, so purely and
genuinely fighting for the Church. I will

come then, if you wish it, and take part with

you in prayers and in conflict, and will serve

you, and like cheering boys will stir up the

noble athlete by my exhortations.

Ep. XL.

To THE Great Basil.

(About the middle of the year 370. On the

death of Eusebius Basil seems to have formed a

desire that his friend Gregory should succeed to

the vacant Metropolitanate ; and so he wrote

to him, without mentioning the death of the

Archbishop, to come to him at Caesarea, repre-

senting himself as dangerously ill. Ciregory,

deeply grieved at the news, set off at once, but

had not proceeded far on his way when he
learned that Basil was in his usual health, and
that the Bishops of the Province were assem-

bling at Ccesarea for the Election of a Metro-

politan. He saw through the artifice at once;

and thinking that Basil had wished to secure

his presence at the Metropolis in order that his

influence might bring about his own (Basil's)

Election, he wrote him the following indignant

letter. Nevertheless both he and his father felt

that no one was so well fitted to succeed to the

vacant throne ; and so Ciregory wrote in his

father's name the three letters which we have

l)laced next, addressed respectively to the

])eople of C?esarea, to the Bishops attending

the Synod, and to Eusebius Bishop of Samo-
sata.)

Do not be surprized if I say something strange,

which has not been said before by anyone.

I think you have the reputation of being a steady
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safe and strong-minded man, but also of being

more simple than safe in much that you plan

and do. For that which is free from evil is

also in proportion slow to suspect evil, as is

shewn by what has just occurred. You have

summoned me to the Metropolis at the moment
when a council has been called for the election

of a Bishop, and your pretext is very seemly

and plausible. You pretend to be very ill, in-

deed at your last breath, and to long to see me
and to bid me a last farewell ; I do not know
with what object, even what my presence can

effect in the matter. I started in great grief at

what had happened ; for what could be of

higher value to me than your life, or more dis-

tressing than your departure? And I shed a

fountain of tears ; and I wailed aloud ; and I

felt myself now for the first time unphilosoph-

ically disposed. What did I leave unperformed

of all that befits a funeral ? But as soon as I

found that the Bishops Avere assembling at the

City, at once I stopped short in my course

;

and I wondered first that you had not per-

ceived what was proper, or guarded against

people's tongues, which are so given to slander

the guileless ; and secondly that you did not

think the same course to be fitting for me as for

yourself, though our life and our rule and every-

thing is common to us both, who have been

so closely associated by God from the first.

Thirdly, for I must say this also, I wondered
whether you remembered that such nominations

are worthy of the more religious, not of the

more powerful, nor of those most in favour with

the multitude. For these reasons then I backed

water, and held back. Now, if you think as I

do, come to this determination, to avoid these

public turmoils and evil suspicions. I shall see

your Reverence when the matters are settled

and time allows, and I shall have more and
graver reproaches to address to you.

Ep. XLI.

To THE People of Ci^sAREA, in his

Father's name.

t am a little shepherd, and preside over a tiny

flock, and I am among the least of the servants

of the Spirit. But Grace is not narrow, or

circumscribed by place. Wherefore let free-

dom of speech be given even to the small,

—

especially when the subject matter is of such

great importance, and one in which all are

interested—even to deliberate with men of

hoary hairs, who s])eak with perhaps greater

wisdom than the ordinary nui of men. You
are deliberating on no ordinary or unimpor-

tant matter, but on one by which the common
interest must necessarily be promoted or injured

according to the decision at which you arrive.

P'or our subject matter is the Church, for which

Christ died, and the guide who is to present it

and lead it to God. For the light of the body
is the eye," as we have heard ; not only

the bodily eye which sees and is seen, but

that which contemplates and is contemplated

spiritually. But the light of the Church is the

Bishop, as is evident to you even without our

writing it. As then the straightness or crook-

edness of the course of the body depends upon
the clearness or dulness of the eye, so must the

Church necessarily share the peril or safety in-

curred by the conduct of its Chief. You must

then take thought for the whole Church as the

Body of Christ, but more especially for your

own, Avhich was from the beginning and is now
the Mother of almost all the Churches, to which
all the Commonwealth looks, like a circle de-

scribed round a centre, not only because of its

orthodoxy proclaimed of old to all, but also

because of the grace of unanimity so evidently

bestowed upon it by God. You then have sum-

moned us also to your discussion of this matter,

and so are acting rightly and canonically. But

we are oppressed by age and infirmity, and if

we by the strength given us by the Holy Ghost

could be present (nothing is incredible to them

that believe), this would be best for the com-
mon welfare and most pleasant to ourselves,

that we might confer something on you, and

ourselves have a part of the blessing ; but if I

should be kept away through weakness, I will

give at any rate whatever can be given by one

who is absent.

I believe that there are others among you
worthy of the Primacy, both because of the

greatness of your city, and because it has been

governed in times past so excellently and by
such great men ; but there is one aiian among
you to whom I cannot prefer any, our son

well beloved of God, Basil the Priest (I

speak before God as my witness) ; a man
of ]wre life and word, and alone, or almost

alone, of all qualified in both respects to stand

against the present times, and the prevail-

ing wordiness of the heretics. I Avrite this

to men of the priestly and monastic Orders, and

also to the dignitaries and councillors, and to

the whole people. If you should approve it,

and my vote should prevail, being so just and

right, and given with God's aid, I am and will

be with you in spirit ; or rather I have already

set my hand to the work—and am bold in

a Matt. vi. 93,
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the Spirit. But if you should not agree with

me, but determine something else, and if the

matter is to be settled by cliques and relation-

ships, and if the hand of the mob is again

to disturb the sincerity of your vote, do what

pleases you—I shall stay at home.

Ei'. XLIII.

(The comprovincial Bishops had notified the

elder Gregory of their Synod, but without men-

tioning its date or purpose or inviting him to

take part in it—probably because they knew
how strongly he Avould support the election of

Basil, to which they were unfavourable. S.

Gregory therefore wrote the following letter

in his father's name.)

To The Bishops.

How sweet and kind you are, and how full of

love. You have invited me to the Metropolis,

because, as I imagine, you are going to take

some counsel about a Bishop. So much I

learn from you, though you have not told me
either that I am to be present, or why, or

when, but have merely announced to me sud-

denly that you were setting out, as though re-

solved not to respect me, and as not desirous

that I should share your counsels, but rather

putting a hindrance in the way ofmy coming,

that you may not meet me even against my will.

This is your way of action, and I will put

up with the insult, but I will set before you

my view and how I feel. Various people will

put forward various candidates, each accord-

ing to his own inclinations and interests, as is

usually the case at such times. But I cannot

prefer anyone, for my conscience would not

allow it, to my dear son and fellow priest

Basil. For whom of all my acquaintance do I

find more approved in his life, or more powerful

in his word, or more furnished altogether with

the beauty of virtue ? But if you allege weak
health against him, I reply that we are choos-

ing not an athlete but a teacher. And at the

same time is seen in this case the power of Him
that strengthens and supports the weak, if .such

they be. If you accept this vote I will come
and take part, either in spirit or in body. But

if you are marching to a foregone conclusion,

and faction is to overrule justice, I shall rejoice

to have been overlooked. The work must be

yours ; but pray for me."

o There is here a various reading (the difference being merely

the result of itacism) which seems to give » better sense ;
" Ours

U to pray for you."

Ep. xlii.

(There still seemed a probability that in-

trigues and party spirit would carry the day,

and so the two Gregories determined to call

in the aid of Eusebius of Samosata, though
he did not l)elong to the Province. He had
been a conspicuous champion of orthodo.xy

against tlic Arian Emjjeror Valens, and the

Gregories hoped much from his presence at tlie

Synod. He responded to their appeal, and
undertook the three hundred miles ofvery diffic-

ult travelling to throw in his influence with the

cause which they had at heart. He saw, how-
ever, that it was necessary that the aged Bishop

of Nazianzus, notwithstanding his years and
infirmities, should make the effort, and he per-

suaded him to go. The result was all that

could be desired ; for Basil was elected by a

unanimous vote. The letter, which S. Gregory

wrote in his own name to thank him, will be

found later on.)

To Eusebius, Bishop of Samosata.

O that I had the wings of a dove, or that

my old age could be renewed, that I miglit be

able to go to your charity, and to satisfy the

longings that I have to see you, and to tell you
the troubles of my soul, and in you to find

some comfort for my afflictions. For since

the death of the blessed Bishop Eu.scbius I am
not a little afraid lest they who on a former

occasion set traps for our Metropolis, and
wanted to fill it with heretical tares, should

now seize the opportunity, and uproot by their

evil teaching the piety which has with so much
labour been sown in the hearts of men, and

should tear asunder its unity, as they have done
in many Churches. As soon as I received let-

ters from the Clergy asking me not to forget

them in their present circumstances, I looked

round about me, and remembered your love

and your right faith and the zeal with which

you are ever possessed for the Churches ofGod
;

and therefore I sent my beloved Eustatliius,

my Deacon and lielpcr, to warn your Re\er-

ence, and to entreat you, in addition to all

your toils for the Churches, to meet me, and

both to refresh my old age by your coming,

and to establish in tlie Orthodox Church that

piety which is so famous, by giving her with

us (if we may be deemed wortliy to have a

share with you in the good work) a Shepherd

according to the will of the Lord, who shall

be able to rule His people. For we have a
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man before our eyes, and yon are not unac-

quainted with him ; and if we are permitted to

obtain him I know that we shall acquire great

boldness towards God, and shall confer a very

great benefit upon the people who have called

upon our aid. I beg you again and again to

put away all delay, and to come to us be-

fore the bad weather of the winter sets in.

Ep. XLV.

(After the Consecration every one thought

that Gregory would at once join his friend
;

and Basil himself much wished for his assist-

ance. But Gregory thought it better to re-

strain his desire to see his friend until jealousies

had had time to calm down. So he wrote the

following letter to explain the reasons for his

staying away at this juncture.)

To Basil.

When I learnt that you had been placed on

the lofty throne, and that the Spirit had pre-

vailed to publish the candle upon the candle-

stick, which even before shone with no dim

light, I was glad, I confess. Why should I

not be, seeing as I did that the commonwealth

of the Church was in sorry plight, and needed

such a guiding hand ? Yet I did not run to

you off hand, nor shall I run to you, not even

if you ask me yourself. First, in order that I

may be careful of your dignity, and that you

may not seem to be collecting partisans under

the influence of bad taste and hot temper, as

your calumniators would say ; and secondly

that I may make for myself a reputation for

stability, and above illwill. When then will

you come, perhaps you will ask, and how long

will you put it off ? As long as God shall bid

me, and until the shadow of the present enmity

and slander shall have passed away. For the

lepers, I well know, will not hold out very

long to keep our David out of Jerusalem.

Ep. XLVI.

(The new Archbishop seems not to have been

satisfied with the reasons given in Gregory's

last letter; so the latter writes again.)

To Basil.

How can any affairs of yours be mere grape-

gleanings to me, O dear and sacred friend?

"What a word has escaped the fence of your

teeth," or how could you dare to say such a

thing, if I too may be somewhat daring ?

How could your mind set it going, or your

ink write it, or your paper receive it, O lec-

tures and Athens and virtues and literary

labours ! You almost make me write a tragedy

by what you have written. Do you not know
me or yourself, you eye of the world, and

great voice and trumpet and palace of learn-

ing ? Your affairs trifles to Gregory ? What
then on earth could any one admire, if Gregory

admire not you ? There is one spring among
the seasons, one sun among the stars, and one

heaven that embraces all things ; and so your

voice is unique among all things, if I am capa-

ble of judging such things, and not deceived by

my affection—and this I do not think to be the

case. But if it is because I do not value you

according to your worth that you blame me,

you must also blame all mankind ; for no one

else has or will sufficiently admire you, unless it

be yourself, and your own eloquence, at least if

it were possible to praise oneself, and if such

were the custom of our speech. But if you are

accusing me of despising you, why not rather

of being mad ? Or are you vexed because I am
acting like a philosopher ? Give me leave to

say that this and this alone is higher than even

your conversation.

Ep. XLVn.

(The division of the civil Province of Cap-

padocia into two Provinces in the year 372 was

followed by ecclesiastical troubles. Anthimus,

the Bishop of Tyana, the civil metropolis of the

new division of Cappadocia Secunda, main-

tained that the Ecclesiastical divisions must ne-

cessarily follow the civil, and by consequence

claimed for himself that the purely civil action

of the State had ipsofacto elevated him to the

dignity of Metropolitan of the new Province

;

and this pretension was supported by the Bish-

ops of that district, who were as a rule not well

disposed towards the great Archbisliop. The
next three letters are connected A^ith this dis-

pute.)

To Basil.

I hear that you are being troubled by this

fresh innovation, and are being worried by

some sophistical and not unusual ofticiousncss

on the part of those in power ; and it is not to

be wondered at. For I was not ignorant of

their envy, or of the fact that many of those
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around you are making use of you to further

their own interests, and are kindUng the spark

of meanness. I have no fear of seeing you un-

l)hilosophically affected by your troubles, or in

any wa)' unworthy of yourself and me. Nay, I

think that it is now above all that my Basil will '

be known, and that the philosophy which all

your life you have been collecting will shew it-

self, and will overcome the abuse as with a

high wave ; and that you will remain unshaken

while others are being troubled. If you think

it well, I will come myself and perhaps shall be

able to give you some a.ssistance by my counsel

(if the sea needs water, you do counsel ! ) ; but

in any case I shall derive benefit, and shall learn

philosophy by bearing my part of the abuse.

Ep. XLVIII.

(Shortly after the events described above, Ba-

sil detemiined to strengthen his own hands by
creating a number of new Bishoprics in the

disputed Province, to one of which, Sasima, he

consecrated Gregory, very much against the

will of the latter, who felt that he had been
hardly used, and did not attempt to disguise

his reluctance. See Gen. Prolegg. p. 195.)

To Basil.

Do leave off speaking of me as an ill-educ-

ated and uncouth and unfriendly man, not even
worthy to live, becau.se I have ventured to be

conscious of the way in which I have been
treated. You yourself would admit that I have

not done wrong in any other respect, and my
own conscience does not reproach me with hav-

ing been unkind to you in either great or small

matters ; and I hope it never may. I only
know that I saw that I had been deceived

—

too late indeed, but I saw it— and I throw
the blame on your throne, as having on a sud-

den lifted you above yourself; and I am weary
of being blamed for faults of yours, and of hav-

ing to make excuses for them to people who
know both our former and our present relations.

For of all that I have to endure this is the most
ridiculous or most pitiable thing, that the .same

person should have both to suffer the wrong
and to bear the blame, and this is my jjresent

ca.se. Different people blame me for different

things according to the tastes of each, or each
man's disposition, or the measure of their ill

feeling on my accotmt ; but the kindest re-

proach me with contempt and disdain, and
they throw me on one side after making use

of me, like the most valueless vessels, or tho.se

frames upon which arches are built, which after

the building is complete are taken down and
cast aside. We will let them be and say what

they please ; no one shall curb their freedom

of speech. And do you, as my reward, pay off

those blessed and empty hopes, which you de-

vised against the evil speakere, who accused you
of insulting me on pretence of honouring me, as

though I were lightminded and easily taken in

by such treatment. Now I will plainly speak

out the state of my mind, and }ou must not

be angry with me. For I will tell }OU just what

I said at the moment of the suffering, nut

in a fit of anger or .so much in the sense of as-

tonishment at w^hat had happened as to lose

my reason or not to know what I said. I will

not take up arms, nor will I learn tactics which

I did not learn in former times, when the oc-

casion seemed more suitable, as every one was

arming and in frenzy (you know the illne.ss of

the weak), nor will I face the martial Anthimus,

though he be an untimely warrior, being my-
self unarmed and unwarlike, and thus the

more exposed to wounds. Fight with him
yourself if you wish (for necessity often makes
warriors even of the weak), or look out for

some one to fight when he seizes your mules,

keeping guard over a defile, and like Amalek
of old, barring the way against Israel. Give
me before all things quiet. Why should I fight

for sucking pigs and fowls, and those not my
own, as though for souls and canons ? Why
should I deprive the Metropolis of the cele-

brated Sasima, or lay bare and unveil the

secret of your mind, when I ought to join in

concealing it ? Do you then jjlay the man
and be strong and draw all i)arties to your

own conclusion, as the rivers do the winter

torrents, without regard for friendship or inti-

macy in good, or for the reputation which such

a course will bring you. Give yourself up
to the Spirit alone. I shall gain this only

from your friendship, that I shall learn not to

trust in friends, or to esteem anything more
valuable than God.

Ep. XLIX.

(The Praises of Quiet.)

To Basil.

You accuse me of laziness and idleness, be-

cause I did not accept your Sasima, and be-

cause I have not bestirred myself like a Bishop,
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and do not arm you against eacli other like a

bone thrown into the midst of dogs. My great-

est l)usiness always is to keep free from busi-

ness. And to give you an idea of one of my
good points, so much do I value freedom from
business, that I think I might even be a stand-

ard to all men of this kind of magnanimity,
and if only all men would imitate me the

Cliurches would have no troubles ; nor would
the faith, which every one uses as a weapon in

his private quarrels, be pulled in pieces.

Ep. L.

(At the request of Anthimus it would appear

that S. Gregory wrote to S. Basil a letter, not

now extant, proposing a conference between
the rival Metropolitans. Basil took umbrage
at the well-meant proposal, and wrote a stiff

letter to S. Gregory, to which the following is

the reply.)

To Basil.

How hotly and like a colt you skip in your
letters. Nor do I wonder that when you have

just become the j^roperty of glory you should

wish to shew me what you find glory to be, so

that you may make yourself more majestic, like

those painters who picture the seasons. But,

to explain the Avhole matter about the Bishops,

and the letter by which you w^ere annoyed

;

what was my starting point, and how far I

went, and where I stopped, appears to me to

be too long a matter for a letter, and to be a

subject not so much for an apology as for a

history. To explain it to you concisely:—the

most noble Anthimus came to us with certain

Bishops, whether to visit my Father (this at

least was the pretext), or to act as he did act.

Me sounded me in many Avays and on many
subjects ; dioceses, the marshes of Sasima, my or-

dination, . . . flattering, cpiestioning, threat-

ening, pleading, blaming, praising, drawing
circles round himself, as though I ought only
to look at him and his new Metropolis, as being
the greater. AVhy, I said, do you draw your
line to include our city, for we too deem our
Church to be really a Mother of Churches, and
that too from ancient times ? In the end he
went away without having gained his object,

much out of breath, and reproaching me with

Basilism, as if it were a kind of Philipism. Do
you think I did you wrong in this? And now
look at the letter from me, who, you say, in-

sulted you. They fashioned a Synodal sum-

mons to me ; and when I declined it and said

that the thing was an insult, they then asked as

an alternative that through me you should be

invited to deliberate upon these matters. This

I jjromised, in order to prevent their first plan

being carried out
;
placing the whole matter in

your hands, if you choose to call them together,

and where and when. And if I have not in-

jured you in this, tell me A\here there is room
for injury. If you have to learn this from me,
I will read you the letter which Anthimus sent

me, after invading the marshes, notwithstand-

ing my prohibitions and threats, insulting and
reviling me, and as it were singing a song of

triumph over my defeat. And what reason is

there that I should offend him for your sake

and at the same time displease you, as though
I were currying favour with him ? You ought

to have learnt this first, my dear friend ; and
even if it had been so, you should not have

insulted me,—if only because I am a Priest.

But if you are very much disposed to ostenta-

tion and quarrelsomeness, and speak as my Su-

perior—as the Metropolitan to an insignificant

Suffragan, or even as to a Bishop without a

See—I too have a little pride to set against

yours. That is very easy to anybody, and is

perhaps the most suitable course.

Ep. LVIII.

(An attack had been made in Gregory's

presence on the orthodoxy of Basil in respect

of the Deity of God the Holy Ghost ; and in

this letter he gives his friend an account of the

way in which he had defended him. Unfor-

tunately Basil was not pleased with the letter,

taking it as intended to convey reproach under

the guise of friendly s}'mpathy.)

To Basil.

From the first I have taken 3-011. and I take

you still, for my guide of life and my teacher

of the faith, and for every thing honourable that

can be said ; and if any one else i)raises your

merits, he is altogether with me, or even be-

hind me, so far am I surpassed by your piety,

and so thoroughly am I yours. And no won-
der ; for the longer tlie intimacy the greater the

experience ; and where the exj)erience is more
abundant the testimony is more perfect. And
if I get any \iroC\t in life it is from your friend-

ship and company. This is my disposition in

regard to these matters, and 1 hope always will
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be. \\'hat I now write I write unwillingly,

but still 1 write it. Do not be angry with

me, or I shall be very angry myself, if you do
not give me credit for both saying and writ-

ing it out of goodwill to you.

Many people have condemned us as not firm

in our faith ; those, I mean, who think and
think rightly that we thoroughly agree. Some
openly charge us with heresy, others with cow-

ardice; with heresy, those who believe that

our language is not sound ; with cowardice,

they who blame our reserve. I need not re-

port what other people say; I will tell you
what has recently happened.

There was a party here at which a great

many distinguished friends of ours were present,

and amongst them was a man who wore the

name and dress which betoken piety (i.e. a

Monk). They had not yet begun to drink,

but were talking about us, as often happens at

such parties, and made us rather than anything

else the subject of their conversation. They
admired everything connected with you, and
they brought me in as professing the same
philosophy ; and they spoke of our friendship,

and of Athens, and of our conformity of views

and feelings on all points. Our Philosopher

was annoyed by this. "What is this, gen-

tlemen?" he said, with a very mighty shout,
'

' what liars and flatterers you are. You may
praise these men for other reasons if you

like, and I will not contradict you ; but I can-

not concede to you the most important point,

their orthodoxy. Basil and Gregory are falsely

praised ; the former, because his words are a

betrayal of the faith, the latter, because his

toleration aids the treason."

What is this, said I, O vain man and new
Dathan and Abiram in folly ? Where do you
come from to lay down the law for us ? How
do you set yourself up as a judge of such great

matters? "I have just come," he replied,

" from the festival of the Martyr Eupsychius *,

(and so it really was), and there I heard the

great Basil speak most beautifully and perfectly

upon the Godhead of the Father and the Son,

as hardly anyone else could speak ; but he

slurred over the Spirit." And he added a

sort of illustration from rivers, which pass

by rocks and hollow out sand. "As for you
my good sir," he said, looking at me, "you
do now express yourself openly on the God-
head of the Spirit," and he referred to some
remarks of mine in speaking of God at a

largely attended Synod, as having added in

a He suffered under the Kmperor Hadrian. The Festival was
Sept. 7.

respect of the Spirit that expression which has

made a noise, (how long shall we hide the

candle imder the bushel?) "but the other

man hints obscurely, and as it were, merely sug-

gests the doctrine, but does not openly speak

out the truth ; flooding people's ears with more
policy than piety, and hiding his duplicity by
the power of his eloquence."

" It is," I said, " because I (living as I do
in a corner, and unknown to most men who
do not know what I say, and hardly that I

speak at all) can philosophize without danger

;

but his word is of greater weight, because he

is better known, both on his own account and

on that of his Church. And everything that

he says is public, and the war around him is

great, as the heretics try to snatch every naked

word from Basil's lips, to get him expelled

from the Church ; because he is almost the only

spark of truth left and the vital force, all else

around having been destroyed ; so that evil

may be rooted in the city, and may spread

over the whole world as from a centre in that

Church. Surely then it is better to use some
reserve in the truth, and ourselves to give

way a little to circumstances as to a cloud,

rather than by the openness of the proclama-

tion to risk its destruction. For no harm will

come to us if we recognize the Spirit as God
from other phrases which lead to this conclu-

sion (for the truth consists not so much in

sound as in sense), but a very great injury

would be done to the Church if the truth were

driven away in the person of one man." The
company present Avould not receive my econ-

omy, as out of date and mocking them ; but

they shouted me down as practising it rather

from cowardice than for reason. It would be

much better, they said, to protect our own
people by the truth, than by your so-called

Economy to weaken them while failing to win

over the others. It would be a long business

and perhaps unnecessary to tell you all the de-

tails of what I said, and of what I heard, and

how vexed I was with the opponents, perhaps

immoderately and contrary to my own usual

temper. But, in fine, I sent them away in the

same fashion. But do you O divine and

sacred head, instruct me how far I ought to go

in setting forth the Deity of the Spirit ; and

what words I ought to use, and how far to use

reserve ; that I may be fiirnished against op]w-

nents. For if I, who more than any one else

know both you and your opinions, and have

often both given and received assurance on

this point, still need to be taught the truth

of this matter, I shall be of all men the most

ignorant and miserable.
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Ep. LIX.

(The reply to Basil's somewhat angry answer

to the last.)

To Basil.

This was a case which any wiser man would
have foreseen ; but I who am very simple and
foolish did not fear it in writing to you. My
letter grieved you ; but in my opinion neither

rightly nor justly, but quite unreasonably. And
whilst you did not acknowledge that you were

hurt, neither did you conceal it, or if you did

it was with great skill, as witli a mask, hiding

your vexation under an appearance of respect.

But as to myself if I acted in this deceitfully

or maliciously, I shall be punished not more by
your vexation than by the truth itself ; but if

in simplicity and with my accustomed good-
will, I will lay the blame on my own sins

rather than on your temper. But it would
have been better to have set this matter

straight, rather than to be angry with those

who offer you counsel. But you must see to

your own affairs, inasmuch as you are quite

capable of giving the same advice to others.

You may look upon me as very ready, if God
will, both to come to you, and to join you in

the conflict, and to contribute all that I can.

For who would flinch, who would not rather

take courage in speaking and contending for

the truth under you and by your side ?

Ep. LX.

(Gregory was not able, owing to the serious

illness of his Mother, to carry out the promise

at the end of Ep. LIX. ; so he writes to explain

and excuse himself.)

To Basil.

The Carrying Out of your bidding depends
partly on me ; but partly, and I venture to

think principally, on your Reverence, ^^'hat

depends on me is the good will and eagerness,

for I never yet avoided meeting you, but have

always sought opportunities, and at the present

moment am even more desirous of doing so.

What depends on your Holiness is that my af-

fairs be set straight. For I am sitting by my
lady Mother, who has for a long time been

suffering from illness. And if I could leave

her out of danger you might be well assured

that I would not deprive myself of the pleasure

of going to you. So give me the help of your

prayers for her restoration to health, and for my
journey to you.

->..



DIVISION III.

MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS.

§ I. Letters to His Brother C^esarius.

Ep. VII.

(On the death of the Emperor Constantiiis

the undisputed succession devolved on his

cousin JuHan the Ai)ostate, who at once be-

gan to employ all the power of the Empire to

discourage, while not absolutely persecuting,

Christianity, and to restore the supremacy of

the ancient Paganism. One of his first acts

was to dismiss all the men who had held high

dignities under his predecessor. S. Caesarius,

Gregory's brother, was however to be except-

ed
; Julian, who had perhaps known and es-

teemed him at Athens, did all that he could to

keep him at Court, and to attach him to him-

self. This caused much anxiety to Gregory
and other friends of Ceesarius, who foresaw that

Julian would do his utmost to shake the young
man's faith, and could not feel sure that he

would have courage to resist such assaults. In

his trouble Gregory wrote him the follow! iu;

letter. Shortly afterwards the expected at-

tempt was made. S. Coesarius bravely held

his ground against the Emperor, and after de-

claring his unalterable determination to hold

firm to his faith, resigned his office at Court and
withdrew to Nazianzus.)

I have had enough to blush for in you ; that

I was grieved, it is hardly necessary to say to

him who of all men knows me best. But,

not to speak of my own feelings, or of the dis-

tress with which the rumour about you filled

me (and let me say also the fear), I should

have liked you, had it been possible, to have

heard what was said by others, both relations

and outsiders, who are any way acquainted

with us (Christians I mean, of course,) about

you and me; and not only some of them, but

everyone in turn alike ; for men are always

more ready to philosophize about strangers

tlian about their own relations. Such speech-

es as the following have become a sort of

exercise among them : Now a Bishop's son
takes service in the army ; now he covets ex-

terior power and fame ; now he is a slave of
money, when the fire is being rekindled for

all, and men are running the race for life

;

and he does not deem the one only glory and
safety and wealth to be to stand nobly against

the times, and to place himself as far as pos-

sible out of reach of every abomination and
defilement. How then can the Bishop ex-

hort others not to be carried along with the

times, or to be mixed up with idols ? How
can he rebuke those who do wrong in other

ways, seeing his own home takes away his

right to speak freely ? We have every day to

hear this, and even more severe things, some
of the speakers perhaps saying them from a
motive of friendship, and others with unfriend-

ly feelings. How do you think we feel, and
what is the state of mind with which we, men
professing to serve God, and to deem the only

good to be to look forward to the hopes of the

future, hear such things as these ? Our vener-

able Father is very much distressed by all that

he hears, which even disgusts him with life.

I console and comfort him as best I can, by
making myself surety for your mind, and as-

suring him that you will not continue thus

to grieve us. But if our dear Mother were

to hear about you (so far we have kept her

in the dark by various devices), I think

she would be altogether inconsolable ; being,

as a woman, of a weak mind, and besides

unal)le, through her great piety, to control her

feelings on such matters. If then you care

at all for yourself and us, try some better

and .safer course. Our means are certainly

enough for an independent life, at least for a

man of moderate desires, who is not insatia-

ble in his lust for more. Moreover, I do not

see what occasion for your settling down we
are to wait for, if we let this one pass. But

if you cling to the same . opinion, and every
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thing seems to you of small account in com-

parison witli your own desires, I do not wish

to say anything else that may vex you, Ijut

this I foretell and protest, that one of two

things must happen ; either you, remaining a

genuine Christian, will be ranked among the

lowest, and will be in a position unworthy of

yourself and yoiu- hopes ; or in grasping at

honours you will injure yourself in what is

more imj^ortant, and will have a share in the

smoke, if not actually in the fire.

Ep. XIV. AND XXIII.

(Under the Emperor Valens Caesarius re-

turned to public life and was made QuKstor of

. Bithynia. While he was in this office the fol-

lowing letters were written to him by his brother

on behalf of two cousins, Eulalius, who after-

wards succeeded Gregory in the Bishopric of

Nazianzus, and with whom Gregory was on
terms of intimate friendship, and Amphilochius,

who, through the roguery of a partner, had

got into some trouble at Constantinople about

money matters, and for whom he asks aid and
advice. Some however think that this letter is

not addressed to his brother (who may have

been at Constantinople at the time), but to

some other officer of high rank at the Imperial

Court. Amphilochius soon after retired from

the world, and by a.d. 347 was already bishop

of the important See of Iconium. Gregory's

letters to him are given later in this division.)

Do a kindness to yourself and to me, of a

kind that you will not often have an oppor-

tunity of doing, because opportunities for such

kindnesses do not often occur. Undertake a

most righteous protection of my dear cousins,

who are worried more than enough about a

property which they bought as suitable for re-

tirement, and capable of providing them with

some means of living ; but after having com-
pleted the purchase they have fallen into

many troubles, partly through finding the

vendors dishonest, and partly through being

plundered and robbed by their neighbours, so

that it would be a gain to them to get rid of

their acquisition for the price they gave for it,

plus the not small sum they have spent on it

besides. If, then, you would like to transfer

the business to yourself, after examining the

contract to see how it may be best and most

securely done, this course would be most ac-

ceptable both to them and me ; but if you

would rather not, the next best course would be

to oppose yourself to the officiousness and dis-

honesty of the man, that he may not succeed

in gaining one advantage over their want of

business habits, either by wronging them if

they retain their property, or by inflicting loss

upon them if they part with it. I am really

ashamed to write to you on such a subject.

All the same, since we owe it to them, on
account both of their relationship and of

their profession (for of whom would one rather

take care than of such, or what would one be

more ashamed of than of being unwilling to

confer such a benefit ?) do you either for )-our

own .sake, or for mine, or for the sake of the

men themselves, or for all these sakes put to-

gether, by all means do them this kindness.

Ep. XXIII.

Do not be surprized if I ask of you a great

favour ; for it is from a great man that I am
asking it, and the request must be measured by
him of whom it is made ; for it is equally absurd

to ask great things from a small man, and small

things from a great man, the one being unsea-

sonable, and the other mean. I therefore pre-

sent to you with my own hand my most precious

son Amphilochius, a man so famous (even be-

yond his years) for his gentlemanly bearing, that

I myself, though an old man, and a Priest, and
your friend, would be quite content to be as

much esteemed. What wonder is it if he was

cheated by a man's pretended friendship, and
did not suspect the swindle? For not being

himself a rogue, he did not suspect roguery,

but thought that correction of language rather

than of character was what was wanted, and

therefore entered into partnership with him
in business. What blame can attach to

him for this with honest men ? Do not then

allow wickedness to get the better of virtue
;

and do not dishonour my grey hairs, but do

honour to my testimony, and add )"our kind-

ness to my benedictions, which are perhai)s

of some account with God before Whom we
stand.

Ep. XX.

(In A.D. 2i(>^
the City of Nicaea in Bithynia

was almost entirely destroyed by a terrible

earthquake. Ca:sarius lost his house, and his

personal escape v.as almost miraculous. Gre-

gory writes (as also did Basil) to congratulate

him on his escape, and profits by the occasion to

urge upon him retirement from his secular avo-

cations. CKsarius soon resolved to follow this

advice, and was taking steps to caiTy this reso-
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lution into eftect, when he died suddenly, early

in A.D. 369, aged only 40. He left the whole

of his large i)roi)erty to the poor, but it fell for

a time into the hands of designing persons, and

Gregory, who was his brother's executor, had
much difficulty in recovering it for the j)urpose

for which it had been intended. (Sec the let-

ter to Sophronius, Prefect of Constantinople

on this subject.) He was buried at Nazian-

zus in the Church of the Martyrs, in a vault

which his parents had prepared for themselves.

Gregory preached the funeral sermon, which is

given in the former part of this volume. These

four are the only letters known to have passed

between the brothers.)

Even frights are not without use to the wise
;

or, as I should say, they are very valuable and
salutary. For, although we pray that they

may not happen, yet when they do they in-

struct us. For the afflicted soul, as Peter*

somewhere admirably says, is near to God ; and
every man who escapes a danger is brought into

nearer relation to Him Who preserved him.

Let us not then be vexed that we had a share

in the calamity, but let us give thanks that we
were delivered. And let us not shew our-

selves one thing to God in the time of peril,

and another when the danger is over, but let

us resolve, whether at home or abroad, whether

in private life or in public office (for I must

say this and may not omit it), to follow Him
Who has preserved us, and to attach ourselves

to His side, thinking little of the little con-

cerns of earth ; and let us furnish a tale to those

who come after us, great for our glory and the

benefit of our soul, and at the same time a very

useful lesson to all, that danger is better than

security, and that misfortune is preferable to

success, at least if before our fears we belonged

to the world, but after them we belong to God.
Perhaps I seem to you somewhat of a bore, by
wTiting to you so often on the same subject,

and you will think my letter a piece not of ex-

hortation but of ostentation, so enough of this.

You will know that I desire and wish especially

that I might be with you and share your joy

at your preservation, and to talk over these

matters later on. But since that cannot be, I

hope to receive you here as soon as may be,

and to celebrate ovu: thanksgiving together.

§ 2. To S. Gregory of Nvssa.

(Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, was a younger

brother of Basil the Great. Ordained a

a Source of the quotation unknown.

Reader at an early age he grew tired of his

vocation, and became a professor of Rhetoric.

This gave scandal in the Church and occa-

sioned much grief to his friends. Gregory
of Nazianzus, wrote him the following letter of

remonstrance, which was not without effect,

for shortly afterwards he gave up his secular

avocation, and retired to the Monastery which

his brother Basil had founded in Pontus. Here
he spent .several yeai-s in the study of Holy
Scripture and the best Commentators.)

Ep. I.

There is one good point in my char-

acter, and I will boast myself of one point

out of many. I am equally vexed with my-
self and my friends over a bad plan. Since,

then, all are friends and kinsfolk who live ac-

cording to God, and walk by the same Gospel,

why should you not hear from me in plain

words what all men are saying in \\hispers

?

They do not approve your inglorious glory (to

borrow a phrase from your own art), and your

gradual descent to the lower life, and your

ambition, the worst of demons, according to

Euripides." For what has happened to you,

O wisest of men, and for what do you con-

demn yourself, that you have cast away the

sacred and delightful books which you used

once to read to the people (do not be ashamed

to hear this) , or have hung them up over the

chimney, as men do in winter with rudders and

hoes, and have applied yourself to salt and
bitter ones, and preferred to be called a Pro-

fessor of Rhetoric rather than of Christianit}' ?

I, thank God, would rather be the latter than

the former. Do not, my dear friend, do not

let this be longer the case, but, though it is full

late, become sober again, and come to your-

self once more, and make your apology to the

faithful, and to God, and to His Altars and

Sacraments, from which you have withdrawn

yourself. And do not say to me in proud

rhetorical style, What, was I not a Christian

when I practised rhetoric? Was I not a

believer when I was engaged among the boys ?

And perhaps you will call God to witness. No,

my friend, not as thoroughly as you ought to

have been, even if I grant it you in part.

What of the offence to others given by your

present employment—to others who are prone

naturally to evil—and of the opportunity af-

forded them both to think and to speak the

worst of you? Falsely, I grant, but where

a Phoen., 534.
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was the necessity? For a man lives not for

himself alone but also for his neighbour ; nor is

it enough to persuade yourself, you must per-

suade others also. If you were to practise

boxing in public, or to give and receive blows

in the theatre, or to writhe and twist yourself

shamefully, would you speak of yourself as

having a temperate soul ? Such an argument

does not befit a wise man ; it is frivolous to

accept it. If you make a change I shall re-

joice even now, said one of the Pythagorean

philosophers, lamenting the fall ofa friend ; but,

he wrote, if not you are dead to me. But

I will not yet say this for your sake. Being a

friend, he became an enemy, yet still a

friend, as the Tragedy says. But I shall be

grieved (to speak gently), if you do neither

yourself see what is right, which is the highest

method of all, nor will follow the advice of

others, which is the next. Thus far my coun-

sel. Forgive me that my friendship for you
makes me grieve, and kindles me both on your

behalf and on behalf of the whole priestly

Order, and I may add on that of all Chris-

tians. And if I may pray with you or for you,

may God who quickeneth the dead aid your

weakness.

Ep. LXXIL

(When S. Gregory was consecrated Bishop

of Nyssa the Imperial Throne was occupied by
Valens, an ardent Arian, whose mind was bent

on the destruction of the Nicene Faith. He ap-

pointed, with this object, one E)emosthenes, a

former clerk of the Imperial Kitchen, to be

Vicar of the civil Diocese of Pontus. An old

quarrel with Basil had made this man unfriendly

to Gregory, and after persecuting him in various

small ways for some time he procured, a.d. 275,
the summoning of a Synod to enquire into some
allegations of irregularity in his consecration,

and to try Gregory on some frivolous charges

of malversation of Church funds. Gregory was

unable to attend this Synod, which met at

Ancyra, on account of an attack of pleurisy

;

and another was summoned to meet at Nyssa

itself. Gregory however refused to appear,

and was deposed as contumacious. Thereupon
Valens banished him, and he seems to have

fallen into very low spirits, almost into de-

spondency at the apparent triumph of the

heretical party. The three letters which follow

throw some light upon his state at this time.

They were written in answer to letters of his

now lost, and their object was to comfort him
in his trouble and to encourage him to take

heart again in the hope of a good day coming.

This more cheerful tone was justified by the

event, for on the death of Valens, a.d. 378, the

exiled Bishops were restored by Gratian, and

Gregory was replaced in his Episcopal Throne,

to the great joy of the faithful of his Diocese.)

Do not let your troubles distress you too

much. For the less we grieve over things, the

less grievous they are. It is nothing strange

that the heretics have thawed, and are taking

courage from the springtime, and creeping out

of their holes, as you write. They will hiss

for a short time, I know, and then will hide

themselves again, overcome both by the truth

and the times, and all the more so the more

we commit the whole matter to God.

Ep. LXXIII.

As to the subject of your letter, these are

my sentiments. I am not angry at being over-

looked, but I am glad when I am honoured.

The one is my own desert, the other is a proof

of your respect. Pray for me. Excuse this

short letter, for anyhow, though it is short, it

is longer than silence.

Ep. LXXIV.

Although I am at home, my love is expatri-

ated with you, for affection makes us have all

things common. Trusting in the mercy of

God, and in your prayers, I have great hopes

that all will turn out according to your mind,

and that the hurricane will be turned into a gen-

tle breeze, and that God will give you this re-

ward for your orthodoxy, that you will over-

come your opponents. Most of all I long to see

you shortly, and to have a good time with you,

as I pray. But if you delay owing to the pres-

sure of affairs, at any rate cheer me by a letter,

and do not disdain to tell me all about your

circumstances, and to pray for me, as you are

accustomed to do. May God grant you health

and good spirits in all circumstances,—you who
are the common prop of the whole Church.

Ep. LXXVI.

(Basil the Great died Jan. i, a.d. 379.

Gregory of Nazianzus was prevented by very

serious illness from attending his funeral,

and therefore wrote as follows to Gregory of

Nyssa.)

This, then, was also reserved for my sad life,

to hear of the death of Basil, and the departure
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of that holy soul, which has gone from us that

it may be with the Lord, for which he had been

preparing himself all his life. And among all

the other losses I have had to endure this is

the greatest, that by reason of the bodily sick-

ness from which I am still suffering and in

great danger, I cannot kiss that holy dust, or

be with you to enjoy the consolations of a just

philosophy, and to comfort our common
friends. But to see the desolation of the

Church, shorn of such a glory, and bereft of

such a crown, is what no one, at least no one

of any feeling, can bear to let his eyes look

upon, or his ear hearken to. But you, I think,

though you have many friends and will receive

many words of condolence, yet will not derive

comfort so much from any as from yousrelfand

your memory of him ; for you two were a pat-

tern to all of philosophy, a kind of spiritual

standard, both of discipline in prosperity, and

of endurance in adversity ; for philosophy bears

prosperity with moderation and adversity with

dignity. This is what I have to say to Your
Excellency. But for myself who write so,

what time or what words shall comfort me,

except your company and conversation, which

our blessed one has left me in place of all, that

seeing his character in you as in a bright and
shining mirror, I may think myself to possess

him also !

Ep. LXXXL

You are distressed by your travels, and think

yourself unsteady, like a stick carried along

by a stream. But, my dear friend, you must

not let yourself feel so at all. For the travels

of the stick are involuntary, but your course

is ordained by God, and your stability is in

doing good to others, even though you are

not fixed to a place ; unless indeed one ought

to find fault with the sun, for going about the

world scattering his rays, and giving life to all

things on which he shines ; or, while praising

the fixed stars, one should revile the planets,

whose very wandering is harmonious.

Ep. CLXXXII.

(Gregory after his resignation of the Patri-

archal See of Constantinople had retired to

Nazianzus, and had been persuaded to imder-

take the administration of the diocese then

vacant, until the vacancy should be filled.

The Bishops of the Province wished him to

retain it altogether, and therefore were in no
hurry to proceed to election. At length

VOL. VII.
1 i

however they yielded to the continually ex-

pressed wislies of Gregory and chose his

cousin Eulalius. Soon however Gregory's

enemies spread abroad a report that this elec-

tion had been made against his wishes, and
with the intention of unfairly ousting him from

the administration of tliat Church. The fol-

lowing letter was written in consequence of

this slander.)

Woe is me that my sojourning is j^rolonged,

and, which is the greatest of my misfortunes,

that war and dissensions are among us, and
that we have not kept the peace wliich we re-

ceived from our holy fathers. This I doubt
not you will restore, in the power of the Spirit

who upholds you and yours. But let no one,

I beg, spread false reports about me and my
lords the bishops, as though they had pro-

claimed another bishop in my place against

my will. But being in great need, owing to

my feeble health, and fearing the responsibility

of a Church neglected, I asked this favour of

them, which was not opposed to the Canon
Law, and was a relief to me, that they would
give a Pastor to the Church. He has been

given to your prayers, a man worthy of your

piety, and I now place him in your hands, the

most reverend Eulalius, a bishop very dear to

God, in whose arms I should like to die. If

any be of opinion that it is not right to ordain

another in the lifetime of a Bishop, let him
know that he will not in this matter gain any
hold upon us. For it is well known that I

was appointed, not to Nazianzus, but to Sa-

sima, although for a short time out of reverence

for my father, I as a stranger undertook the

government.

Ep. CXCVII.

A Letter of Condolence on the Death
OF His Sister Theosebia.

(The writer of the article on Gregory Nyssen

in the Diet. Biogr. supposes her to have been

his wife, but produces no evidence of this be-

yond the ambiguous exjjression in this letter

which speaks of her as " the true consort of a

priest," but on the other hand she is expressly

called his Sister in the same letter. Some
writers have imagined that she was the wife of

Gregory Nazianzen himself, but there is no

evidence to show that he was ever married.

The date of her death is uncertain, but it was

probably subsequent to a.d. 381. It would

seem that the term Consort might have a

general ai)plication to those who shared in the
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same work, and consequently the Benedictine

Editors regard Theosebia as a Deaconess of the

Church of Nyssa.)

I had started in all haste to go to you, and

had got as far as Euphemias, when I was de-

layed by the festival which you are celebrat-

ing in honour of the Holy Martyrs
;

partly be-

cause I could not take part in it, owing to my
bad health, partly because my coming at so

unsuitable a time might be inconvenient to

you. I had started partly for the sake of see-

ing you after so long, and partly that I might

admire your patience and philosophy (for I

had heard of it) at the departure of your holy

and blessed sister, as a good and perfect man,

a minister of God, who knows better than any

the things both of God and man ; and who re-

gards as a very light thing that which to others

would be most heavy, namely to have lived

with such a soul, and to send her away and

store her up in the safe garners, like a shock

of the threshingfloor gathered in due season,"

to use the words of Holy Scripture ; and that

in such time that she, having tasted the joys of

life, escaped its sorrows through the shortness

of her life ; and before she had to wear mourn-

ing for you, was honoured by you with that fair

funeral honour which is due to such as she. I

too, believe me, long to depart, if not as you

do, which were much to say, yet only less than

you. But what must we feel in presence of

a long prevailing law of God which has now
taken my Theosebia (for I call her mine be-

cause she lived a godly life ; for spiritual kin-

dred is better than bodily), Theosebia, the

glory of the church, the adornment of Christ,

the helper of our generation, the hope of

woman ; Theosebia, the most beautiful and

glorious among all the beauty of the Brethren
;

Theosebia, truly sacred, truly consort of a

priest, and of equal honour and worthy of the

Great Sacraments,^ Theosebia, whom all future

time shall receive, resting on immortal pillars,

that is, on the souls of all who have known her

now, and of all who shall be hereafter. And
do not wonder that I often invoke her name.

For I rejoice even in the remembrance of the

blessed one. Let this, a great deal in few

words, be her epitaph from me, and my word
of condolence for you, though you yourself are

quite able to console others in this way through

your philosophy in all things. Our meeting

(which I greatly long for) is prevented by the

reason I mentioned. But we pray with one

another as long as we are in the world, until

the common end, to which we are drawing
nigh, overtake us. Wherefore we must bear

all things, since we shall not for long have

either to rejoice or to suffer.

§ 3. To EusEBius Bishop of Samosata.

Ep. XLII.

(This letter, urging his friend to attend at

Cffisarea for the election of a Metropolitan in

succession to Eusebius, has been already given

in the second division of this Selection.)

Ep. XLIV.

(Eusebius, having in response to the ap-

peal referred to above, betaken himself to

Cgesarea, the Elder Gregory, though in very

feeble health, resolved to attend the Synod in

person, that Basil's Election might be secured

by their joint exertions, Gregory the Younger
sent the following letter by his father to ex-

plain to his friend the reason why he had not

come too. The date is about September of

the year 379.)

Whence shall I begin your praises, and by
what name shall I give you your right appella-

tion ? The pillar and ground of the church,

or a light in the world, using the very words
of the apostle, or a crown of glory to the re-

maining portion of Christendom ; « or a gift of

God, or the bulwark of your country, or the

standard of faith, or the ambassador of truth,

or all these at once, and more than all ? And
these excessive praises I will prove by what we
shall see. What rain ever came so seasonably

to a thirsty land, what water flowing out of

the rock to those in the wilderness ? What
such Bread of Angels did ever man eat ?

When did Jesus the common Lord ever so sea-

sonably present Himself to His drowning dis-

ciples, and tame the sea, and save the perish-

ing, as you have shewn yourself to us in our

weariness and distress, and in our immediate

danger as it were of shipwreck ? I need not

speak of other points, with what courage and

joy you filled the souls of the orthodox, and
how many you delivered from despair.

But our mother church, Cresarea I mean,

is now really putting off the garments of her

widowhood at the sight of you, and putting on

again her robe of cheerfulness, and will be yet

more resplendent when slie receives a pastor

o Job, V. 26. /3 Referring to her ofTice as a Deaconess. o Alluding to his work in opposing the prevalence of Ariaiiism.
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worthy of herself and of her former Bishops

and of your hands. For you yourself see

what is the state of our aflairs, and what a

miracle your zeal has wrought, and your toil,

and your godly plainness of speech. Age is

renewed, disease is conquered," they leap who

were in their l)eds, and the weak are girded

with power. By all this I guess that our mat-

ters too will turn out as we desire. You have

my father, moreover, representing both him-

self and me, to put a glorious close to his

whole life and to his venerable age by this

present struggle on behalf of the Church. And
I shall receive him back, I am well assured,

strengthened by your prayers, and with youth

renewed, for one must confidently commit
all in faith to them. But if he should end

his life in this anxiety, it would be no calamity

to attain to such an end in such a cause. Par-

don me, I beg of yoU> if I give way a little to

the tongues of evil men, and delay a little to

come and embrace you, and to complete in

person what I now pass over of the praises due

to you.

Ep. LXIV.

(In the year 374 Eusebiiis and other ortho-

dox Bishops of the East were banished by

Valens and their thrones filled with Arian

intruders. Eusebius was ordered to retire to

Thrace, and his journey lay through Cappado-

cia, where he saw Basil, but Gregory to his

great grief was too unwell to leave his house

and go to meet him. Instead he .sent the fol-

lowing letter.)

When Your Reverence was passing through

our country I was so ill as not to be able even

to look out of my house. And I was grieved

not so much on account of the illness, though

it brought about the fear of the worst, as by the

inability to meet your holiness and goodness.

My longing to see your venerable face was
like that which a man would naturally feel

j

who needed healing of spiritual wounds, and
expected to receive it from you. But though

at that time the effect of my sins was that I

missed the meeting with you, it is now by
your goodness possible forme to find a remedy
for my trouble, for if you will deign to remem-
ber me in your acceptable prayers, this will

be to me a store of every blessing from God,
both in this my life and in the age to come.
For that such a man, such a combatant for

the Faith of the Gospel, one who has endured

a Alluding to the effort made by his father.

such persecutions, and won for himself such
confidence before the all-righteous God by his

patience in tribulation—that such a man
sliould deign to be my patron also in his prayers

will gain for me, I am persuaded, as much
strength as I should have gained through one
of the holy martyrs. Therefore let me en-

treat you to remember your Gregory without

ceasing in all the matters in which I desire to

be worthy of your remembrance.

Ep. LXV.

(Eusebius having replied to the former letter

Gregory wrote again, having an opportunity of

communicating with his friend through one
Eupraxius, a disciple of Eusebius, who passed

through Cappadocia on his Avay to visit his

master. This letter is sometimes attributed to

Basil.)

Our reverend brother Eupraxius has al-

ways been dear to me and a true friend, but

he has shewn himself dearer and truer through

his affections for you, inasmuch as even at

the present time he has hurried to your rev-

erence, like, to use David's words, a hart

to quench his great and unendurable thirst*

with a sweet and pure spring at your pa-

tience in tribulations. Deign then to be his

patron and mine.

Happy indeed are they who are permitted

to come near you, and happier still is he who
can place upon his sufferings for Christ's sake

and upon his labours for the truth, a crown
such as few of those who fear God have ob-

tained. For it is not an untested virtue that

you have shown, nor is it only in a time of

calm that you have sailed aright and steered

the souls of others, but you have shone in the

difficulties of temptations, and have been

greater than your persecutors, having nobly de-

parted from the land of your birth. Others

possess the threshold of their fathers,—we the

heavenly City ; others perhaps hold our throne,

but we Christ. O what a profitable exchange !

How little we give up, to receive how much !

We went through fire and water, and I believe

that we shall also come out into a place of re-

freshment. For God will not forsake us for

ever, or abandon the true faith to persecution,

but according to the multitude of our pains

His comforts shall make us glad. This at

any rate we believe and desire. But do you,

I beg, pray for our liumility. And as often

a Pfi. xliii. t.

I 1 2
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as occasion shall present itself bless us with-

out hesitation by a letter, and cheer us up by
news of yourself, as you have just been good
enough to do.

Ep. LXVI.

(The following letter is sometimes attributed

to Basil, and is found in his works as well as

in those of Gregory. The MSS. however,

with only a single exception, give it to the

latter.)

You give me pleasure both by writing and
remembering me, and a much greater pleas-

ure by sending me your blessing in your letter.

But if I were worthy of your sufferings and of

your conflicts for Christ and through Christ I

should have been counted worthy also to come
to you, to embrace Your Piety, and to take

example by your patience in your sufferings.

But since I am not worthy of this, being troub-

led with many afflictions and hindrances I do
what is next best. I address Your Perfection,

and I beg you not to be weary of remember-
ing me. For to be deemed worthy of your

letters is not only profitable to me, but is also

a matter to boast of to many people, and is an

honour, because I am considered by a man of

so great virtue, and such near relations with

God, that he can bring others also by word
and example into relation to Him.

§ 4. To SoPHRONius, Prefect of Con-
stantinople.

(Sophronius, a native of the Cappadocian

Ccesarea, was an early friend and fellow-student

of Gregory and Basil. He entered the Civil

Service, and soon rose to high office. In a.d.

365 he was appointed Prefect of Constantinople,

as a reward for timely intimation which he gave

to the Emperor Valens of the usurpation at-

tempted by Procopius. He is chiefly known
to us by the letters of Gregory and Basil, in-

voking his good offices for various persons.

Ep. 21 was written in a.d. 369 to commend to

him Nicobulus, Gregory's nephew by mar-

riage, the husl)and of Alypiana, daughter of his

sister Gorgonia. This Nicobulus was a man of

great wealth and ability, but much disinclined

for public life. Gregory constantly writes to

one and another high official to get him excused

from appointments which had been thrust upon
him.)

Ep. XXI.

Gold is changed and transformed into

various forms at various times, being fash-

ioned into many ornaments, and used by art

for many purposes
;

yet it remains what it is

—

gold ; and it is not the sulxstance but the form

which admits of change. vSo also, believing

that your kindness will remain unchanged for

your friends, although you are ever climbing

higher, I have ventured to send you this re-

quest, because I do not more reverence your
high rank than I trust your kind disposition.

I entreat you to be favourable to my most re-

spectable son Nicobulus, who is in all respects

allied with me, both by kindred and by inti-

macy, and, which is more important, by dis-

position. In what matters, and to what extent ?

In whatever he may ask your aid, and as far as

may seem to you to befit your Magnanimity.

I on my part will repay you the best I have.

I have the power of speech, and of proclaim-

ing your goodness, if not nearly according to

its worth, at any rate to the best of my ability.

Ep. XXII.

(Is for Amphilochius, written at the same
time and in consequence of the same trouble

as that which we have placed second of the

letters to Caesarius.)

As we know gold and stones by their look,

so too we may distinguish good men from

bad in the same way, and do not need a very

long trial. For I should not have needed many
words in pleading for my most honourable son

Amphilochius with Your Magnanimity. I

should rather have expected some strange and
incredible thing to happen than that he would

do anything dishonourable, or think of such a

thing, in a matter of money ; such a universal

reputation has he as a gentleman, and as wiser

than his years. But what must he suffer ?

Nothing escapes envy, for some word of blame

has touched even him, a man who has fallen

under accusation of crime through simplicity

rather than depravity of disposition. But do
not allow it to be tolerable to you to overlook

him in his vexations and trouble. Not so, I

entreat your sacred and great mind, but hon-

our your coimtry" and aid his virtue, and
have a respect for me who have attained to

glory by and through you ; and be everything

to this man, adding the will to the power, for

I know that there is nothing of equal power

with Your Excellency.

Ep. XXIX.

(Of the same year. Here Ca2sarius had
bequeathed all his proi)erty to the poor ; but

a Sophronius and Amphilochius were natives of Caisarca.



MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS. 465

his house had been looted by his servants, and >

his friends could only find a comparatively '

small sum. Besides this a number of persons,

shortly afterwards, i)resented themselves as cred-

itors of his estate, and their claims, though in-

capable of proof, were paid. Then others kept

coming forward, until at last the family refused

to admit any more. Then a lawsuit was threat-

ened. Gregory intensely disliking all this, and

dreading moreover the scandal which might

be caused by legal proceedings, writes as fol-

lows to the Prefect.)

You see how matters stand with me, and

how the circle of human affairs goes round,

now some now others flourishing or the re-

verse, and neither prosperity nor adversity re-

maining constant with us, as the saying is, but

ever changing and altering, so that one might

trust the breezes, or letters written in the

waters, rather than human pros]^erity. For

what reason is this ? I think it is in order that

by the contemplation of the uncertainty and

anomaly of all these things we may learn the

rather to have recourse to God and to the fu-

ture, giving scanty thoughts to shadows and

dreams. But what has produced this talk,

for it is not without a cause that I thus philo-

sophize, and I am not idly boasting ?

Csesarius was once one of your not least

distinguished friends; indeed, unless my broth-

erly affection deceives me, he was one of your

most distinguished, for he was remarkably well

informed, and for gentlemanly conduct was

above the average, and was celebrated for the

number of his friends ; among the very first of

these, as he always thought and as he persuad-

ed me. Your Excellency held the first place.

These are old stories, and you will add to

them of your own accord in rendering hon-

ours to his memory ; for it is human nature to

add .something to the praises of the departed.

But now (that you may not pass over this

story without a tear, or that you may weep to

some good and useful purpose), he lies dead,

friendless, solitary, pitiable, deemed worthy

of a little myrrh (if even of so much), and

of the last small coverings, and it is much that

he has found even thus much compassion.

But his enemies, as I hear, have fallen upon

his estate, and from all quarters with great

violence are plundering it, or are about to do

so. O cruelty ! O savagery ! And there is no

one to hinder them ; but even the kindest of

his friends only calls upon the laws as his

utmost favour. If I may put it concisely, I

am become a mere drama, who once was wont

to be happy. Do not let this seem to you to

be tolerable, but help me by sjmpathy and

by sharing my indignation, and do right by

the dead Ctesarius. Yes, in the name of friend-

ship herself; yes, by all that you hold dearest;

by your hope (which may you make secure by
shewing yourself faithful and true to the de-

parted), I pray you do this kindness to the

living, and make them of rood hope. Do you

think that I am grieved about the money ? It

would have been a more intolerable disgrace

to me if Caisarius alone, who thought he had

so many friends, turned out to have none.

Such is my request, and from such a cause does

it arise, for perhaps my affairs are not alto-

gether matters of indifference to you. In what

you will assist me, and by what means, and

how, the matter itself will suggest and your

wisdom will consider.

Ep. XXXVII.

(A letter of recommendation for Eudoxius

a Rhetorician for whom Gregory had a warm
regard.)

To honour a mother is a religious duty.

Now, different individuals have different mo-
thers ; but the common mother of all is our

country. This mother you have honoured by
the splendour of your whole life ; and you will

honour her again now by obtaining for me that

which I entreat. And what is my request ?

You certainly know Eudoxius the Rhetorician,

the most learned of her sons. His son, to

speak concisely, another Eudoxius both in life

and learning, now approaches you through me.

In order then to get yourself a yet better

name, be helpful to him in the matters for

which he asks your assistance. For it were a

shame were you, who are the universal Patron

of our Country, and who have done good to

so many, and I will add, wlio will yet con-

tinue to do so, should not honour above all him

who is most excellent in learning and in his

eloquence, which you ought to honour, if for

no other reason, because he uses it to praise

yoiu: goodness.

I Ep. XXXIX.
I

(.\bout the same date. .\ recommendation

of one .\mazonius, whose learning was much
respected by Gregory.)

I I wish well to all my friends. And when I

speak of friends, I mean honoural)lc and good

men, linked with me in virtue, if indeed I

myself have any claim to it. Therefore at
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the ])resent time when seeking how I might

do a kindness to my excellent brodier Ama-
zonius (for I was very much pleased with the

man in some intercourse which has lately

taken place between us), I thought I might re-

turn him one favour for all,—in your friend-

ship and protection. For in a short time he

shewed proof of an extensive education, both

of the kind which I used once to be very

zealous for, when I was shortsighted, and of

that lor which I am zealous in its place since

I have been able to contemplate the summit of

virtue. Whether I in my turn have appeared

to him to be worth anything in respect of

virtue is his affair. At any rate I shewed him
the best things I have, namely, my friends to

him as my friend. Of these I reckon you as

the first and truest, and want you to shew
yourself so to him—as your common Country

demands, and my desire and promise begs ; for

I promised him your patronage in return for

all his kindness.

Ep. XCIII.

(Written soon after Gregory's resignation

of the Archbishopric.)

Our retreat and leisure and quiet have about

them something very agreeable to me ; but the

fact that they cut me off from your friendship

and society is not so ad\antageous but rather

the other Avay. Others enjoy your Perfection,

to me it would be really a great boon if I

might have just that shadow of conversation

which comes in a letter. Shall I see you

again ? Shall I embrace again him of whom
I am so proud, and shall this be granted to

the remnant of my life ? If so, all thanks to

God : if not, the best part of my life is over.

Pray remember your friend Gregory and pray

for him.

Ep. CXXXV.

(About the middle of a.d. 382 Theodosius,

on the recommendation of S. Damasus,

summoned a new Synod of Eastern Bish-

ops to meet at Constantinople, to try and heal

the schism Avhich had l)een embittered by the

election of Flavian at Antioch. As soon as

Gregory heard of the convocation of tliis

Synod he wrote to several of his influential

friends at Court, to beg them to do their ut-

most for the promotion of peace.)

I am ])hilo.soi)hizing at leisure. That is the

injury my enemies have done me, and I should

be glad if they would do more of the same sort,

that I might look uj)on them still more as

benefactors. For it often happens that those

who are wronged get a benefit, while they,

whom we would treat well, suffer injury. That
is the state of my affairs. But if I cannot

make every one believe this, I am very anxious,

that at all events you, for them all, to whom I

most willingly give an account of my affairs,

should know, or rather I feel certain that you
do know it, and can persuade those who do
not. You, however, I beg to give all diligence,

now at any rate, if you have not done so before,

to bring together to one voice and mind the

sections of the world that are so unhappily

divided ; and above all if you should perceive,

as I have observed, that they are divided not on
account of the Faith, but by petty private in-

terests. To succeed in doing this would earn

you a reward ; and my retirement would have

less to grieve over if I could see that I did not

grasp at it to no purpose, but was like a Jonas,

willingly casting myself into the sea, that the

storm might cease and the sailors be saved.

If, however, they are still as storm-tost as ever,

I at all events have done what I could.

§ 5. To Amphilochius The Younger.

Ep. IX.

(Constantino and Constantius had granted

exemption from the military tax to all

clerics. This privilege was, however, abolished

by Julian, and was restored by Valentinian and
Valens : but the collectors of revenue often

tried to levy it on them in spite of the exemp-
tion. The collector at Nazianzus tried to do
this in the case of a Deacon named Euthalius,

in whose behalf Gregory Avrote the follow-

ing letter to Amphilochius, who was at the time

one of the principal magistrates of the province.

The date of the letter is given as a.d. 372, the

year of Gregory's Ordination to the Priesthood.

For further particulars about this Amphilochius,

see introd. to letters II. and III. to Cajsarius

Epp. 22, 23.)

Support a wellbuilt chamber with columns of

gold, as Pindar" says, and make youreelf from

the beginning known to us on the right side in

our present anxiety, that you may build yourself

a notable palace, and shew yourself in it with a

good fame. But how will you do this? By
lionouring God and the things of God, than

Whom there can be nothing greater in your

ftOIynip., Od. vi., I,
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eyes. But how, and by what act can you
honour Hun ? By this one act, by protecting the

servants of (lod and ministers of the altar.

One of these is our fellow deacon Euthalius, on :

whom, I know not how, the officers of the '

Prefecture are trying to impose a payment of

gold after his promotion to the higher rank. .

Pray do not allow this. Reach a hand to this

deacon and to the whole clergy, and above all
,

to me, for whom you care ; for otherwise he

would have to endure a grievous wrong, alone

of men deprived of the kindness of the time

and the privilege granted by the Emperor to

the Clergy, and would even be insulted and
,

fined, possibly on account ofmy weakness. It

would be well for you to prevent this even if

others are not well disposed.

Ep. XIII.

(See the first letter to Sophronius. The
i

nature of the trouble here alluded to is
'

unknown. There are several letters to various

persons in reference to his troubles and diffi-

culties, many of them coming from his reluc-

tance to undertake the duties of any public

office. He died at an early age, leaving his

widow, Alypiana, with a large family to bring

up in very reduced circumstances. Her troub-

les and the education of her children were

matters of much concern to Gregory, whose fre-

quent letters on the subject will be found below.)

I approve the statement of Theognis, who,
while not praising the friendship which goes

no further than cups and pleasures, praises that

which extends to actions in these words,

Beside a full wine cup a man has many friends :

But they are fewer when grave troubles press.

We, however, have not shared winecups with

each other, nor indeed have we often met
(though we ought to have been very careful to

do so, both for our own sake, and for the sake

of the friendship which we inherited from our

fathers), but we do ask for the goodwill which

shews itself in acts. A struggle is at hand, and

a very serious struggle. My son Nicobulus

has got into unexpected troubles, from a quarter

from which troubles would least be looked for.

Therefore I beg you to come and help us as

soon as you can, both to take part in trying the

case, and to plead our cause, if you find that a

wrong is being done us. But if you cannot

come, at any rate do not let yourself be pre-

viously retained by the other side, or sell for a

small gain the freedom which we know from

everybody's testimony has always characterized

you.

Ep. XXV.

(Amphilochius was acquitlcvl of ilie charges

made against him, referred to in former let-

ters ; but the result of the accusation on his

own mind was such that he resigned his ottice,

and retired to a sort of hermitage at a place

called Ozizala, not far from Nazianzus, where

he devoted his hours of labour to the cultivation

of vegetables. The four letters which follow

are of no special importance, and are only

given as specimens of the lighter style which

Gregory could use with his intimate friends.)

I did not ask you for bread, just as I would

not ask for water from the inliabitants of Ostra-

cine. But if I were to ask for vegetables from

a man of Ozizala it were no strange thing, nor

too great a strain on friendship ; for you have

plenty of them, and we a great dearth. I beg

you then to send me some vegetables, and

plenty of them, and the best quality, or as

many as you can (for even small things are

great to the poor) j for I am going to receive

the great Basil, and you, who have had experi-

ence of him full and philosophical, would not

like to know him hungry and irritated.

Ep. XXVI.

What a very small quantity of vegetables

you have sent me ! They must surely be golden

vegetables ! And yet your whole wealth

consists of orchards and rivers and groves and

gardens, and your country is productive of

vegetables as other lands are of gold, and

You dwell among meadowy leafage.

But corn is for you a fabulous happiness, and

your bread is the bread of angels, as the saying

is, so welcome is it, and so little can you reckon

upon it. Either, then, send me your vege-

tables less grudgingly, or—I won't threaten

you with anything else, but I won't .send you

any corn, and will see whether there is any

truth in the saying that grasshopi)ers live on

dew

!

Ep. XXVII.

You make a joke of it ; but I know the

danger of an Ozizalean starving when he has

taken most pains with his husbandry. There

is only thi.s praise to be given them, that even

if they die of hunger they smell sweet, and

have a gorgeous fimeral. How so ? P>ecause

they are covered with plenty of all sorts of

flowers.
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Ep. XXVIII.

In visiting the mountain cities which bor-

der on Pamphylia I fished up in the Mountains

a sea Glaucus ; I did not drag the fish out of

the depths with a net of flax, but I snared my
game with the love of a friend. And having

once taught my Glaucus to travel by land, I

sent him as the bearer of a letter to Your
Goodness. Please receive him kindly, and

honour him with the hospitality commended in

the Bible, not forgetting the vegetables.

Ep. LXII.

(The Armenian referred to is probably

Eustathius Bishop of Sebaste, the capital

of Armenia Minor. He had been a disciple

of Arius, but more than once professed the

Nicene Faith, changing his opinions with his

company. His personal character however

stood very high, and for a long time S. Basil re-

garded him with affectionate esteem. Indeed S.

Basil's Rule for Monks is based on one drawn

up by him. But after Basil's elevation to the

Episcopate Eustathius began to oppose him

and to calumniate him on all sides, and even

entered openly into communion with the

Arians. It would seem that this man tried to

get Amphilochius round to his side, and

through him Gregory.)

The Injunction of your inimitable Honour
is not barbaric, but Greek, or rather christian

;

but as for the Armenian on whom you pride

yourself so, he is a downright barbarian, and

far from our honour.

Ep. LXIII.

To Amphilochius the Elder.

(In A.D. 374 Amphilochius was made Bishop

of Iconium ; and his father, a man of the same

name, was deeply aggrieved at being thus de-

prived of his son, to whom he had looked to

support him in his old age, and accused Gre-

gory of being the cause. Gregory, who had just

lost his own father, writes to undeceive him,

and to convince him how much he dreads the

burden of the responsibilities of the episcopate

for his friend as well as for himself)

Are you grieving? I, of course, am full of

joy! Arc you weeping? I, as you see, am
keeping festival and glorying in the present

state of things ! Are you grieved because your

son is taken from you and promoted to honour

on account of his virtue, and do you think

it a terrible misfortune that he is no longer

with you to tend your old age, and, as his

custom is, to bestow on you all due care and
service? But it is no grief to me that my
father has left me for the last journey, from

which he will return to me no more, and I

shall never see him again ! Then I for my
part do not blame you, nor do I ask you for

due condolence, knowing as I do that private

troubles allow no leisure for those of strangers

;

for no man is so friendly and so philosophical

as to be above his own suffering and to com-
fort another w^hen needing comfort himself

But you on the contrary heap blow^ on blow,

when you blame me, as I hear you do, and
think that your son and my brother is neglected

by us, or even betrayed by us, which is a still

heavier charge ; or that we do not recognize

the loss which all his friends and relatives

have suffered, and I more than all, because I

had placed in him my hopes of life, and looked

upon him as the only bulwark, the only good
counsellor, and the only sharer of my piety.

And yet, on what grounds do you form this

opinion ? If on the first, be assured that I

came over to you on purpose, and because I

was troubled by the rumour, and I was ready to

share your deliberations while it was still time

for consultation about the matter ; and you

imparted anything to me rather than this,

whether because you were in the same distress,

or with some other purpose, I know not what.

But if the last, I was prevented from meeting

you again by my grief, and the honour I owed
my father, and his funeral, over which I could

not give anything precedence, and that when
my sorrow was fresh, and it would not only

have been wrong but also quite imjiroper to be

unseasonably philosophical, and above human
nature. Moreover, I thought that I was pre-

viously engaged by the circumstances, espec-

ially as his had come to such a conclusion as

seemed good to Him A\ho governs all our

affairs. So much concerning this matter.

Now I beg you to put aside your grief, which

is most unreasonable I am sure ; and if you

have any further grievance, bring it forward

that you may not grieve both me in part and
yourself, and jMit yourself in a i)osition \n\-

worthy of your nobility, blaming me instead

of others, though I have done you no wrong,

but, if I must say the truth, have been equally

tyrannized over by our common friend, al-

though you used to think me your only bene-

factor.
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Ei'. CLXXI.

To A.MPHiLocHius, Bishop of Iconium.

Scarcely yet delivered from the pains of

my illness, I hasten to you, the guardian of my
cure. For the tongue of a priest meditating

of the Lord raises the sick. Do then the

greater thing in your priestly ministration,

and loose the great mass of my sins when
you lay hold of the Sacrifice of Resurrection.

For your affairs are a care to me waking or

sleeping, and you are to me a good jilectrum,

and have made a welltuned lyre to dwell

within my soul, because by your numerous
letters you have trained my soul to science.

But, most reverend friend, cease not both to

pray and to plead for me when )0u draw down
the ^^'ord by your word, when with a blood-

less cutting you sever the Body and Blood of

the Lord, using your voice for the glaive.*

Ep. CLXXXIV.

(Bosporius, Bishop of Colonia in Cappadocia
Secunda, who had apparently taken a prominent

part in the election and consecration of Eulalius

to the See of Nazianzus, was accused of heresy

by Helladius Archbishop of Cresarea, and a

Council met at Parnassus to try him, a.d. 383.
Gregory, not being able personally to attend

this Synod, writes to Amphilochius, to beg him
to undertake the defence of the accused. The
letter is lost, but Gregory's friend carried out

his mission with success, and the following

letter is to thank him for his kindness.)

The Lord fulfil all thy petitions (do not

despise a father's jjrayer), for you have
abundantly refreshed my age, both by having

gone to Parnassus, as you were invited to

do, and by having refuted the calumny against

the most Reverend and (lod-beloved Bishop.

For evil men love to set down their own faults

to those who convict them. For the age of

this man is stronger than all the accusations,

and so is his life, and we too who have often

heard from him and taught others, and those

whom he has recovered from error and added
to the common body of the church ; but yet

the present evil times called for more accurate

proof on account of the slanderers and evil-

disposed ; and this you have supplied us with,

or rather you have supplied it to those who
are of fickler mind and easily led away by
such men. But if you will undertake a longer

journey, and will personally give testimony.

a A very clear assertion of the Real Presence.

and settle the matter with the other bishops,

you will be doing a spiritual work worthy of

your Perfection. I and those with me salute

your Fraternity.

§ 6. To Nectarius ARCHnisiiop ok Con-
stantinople.

(Gregory, having failed to j^ersuade the

Council of A.D. 381 to end the schism at Antioch
by recognizing Paulinus as successor to Mele-

tius, thouglit it best for the sake of peace to

resign the Archbishopric. The Council elected

in his place Nectarius, a catechumen at the

time, who was Preetor of Constantinople, and
he was consecrated and enthroned June 9, a.d.

381. Gregory always maintained cordial rela-

tions with him ; and the following letter was

written in answer to the formal announcement
of his election.)

Ep. LXXXVIIL

It was needful that the Royal Lnage should
adorn tiie Royal City. For this reason

it wears you upon its bosom, as was fitting,

with the virtues and the eloquence, and the

other beauties with which the Divine Favour
has conspicuously enriched you. Us it has

treated with utter contempt, and has cast away
like refuse and chaff or a wave of the sea. But
since friends have a common interest in each
other's affairs, I claim a share in your welfare,

and feel myself a partaker in your glory and
the rest of your prosperity. Do you also, as is

fitting, partake of the anxieties and reverses of

your exiles, and not only (as the tragedians

say) hold and stick to happy circumstances,

but also take your part with your friend in

troubles ; that you may be perfectly just, living

justly and equally in respect of friendship and
of your friends. May good fortune abide with

you long, that you may do yet more good

;

yes, may it be with you irrevocably and eter-

nally, after your prosjjerity here, unto the pas-

sage to that other world.

Ep. XCL

(A letter of no great importance, except as

shewing the friendly feelings which (Gregory

continued to maintain towards his successor.)

Affairs with us go on as usual : we are quiet

without strifes and disputes, valuing as we do the

reward (which has no risk attaching to it) of

silence, beyond everything. And we have de-

rived some profit from this rest, having by God's
mercy fairly recovered from our illness. Do
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you ride on and reign, as holy David says,"

and may (lod, Who has honoured you with

Priesthood, accompany you throughout, and set

it for you above all slander. And that we may
give each other a proof of our courage, and may
not suffer any human calamity as we stand be-

fore God, I send this message to you, and do
you promptly assent to it. There are many
reasons which make me very anxious about

our very dear Pancratius. Be good enough to

receive him kindly, and to commend him to

the best of your friends, that he may attain his

object. His object is through some kind of

military service to obtain relief from public

ofifice, though there is no single kind of life

that is unexposed to the slanders of worthless

men, as you very well know.

Ep. CLI.

(Written about a.d. 382, commending his

friend George, a deacon of Nazianzus, to the

good offices of the Archbishop and the Count

of the Domestics, or Master of the Imperial

Household, on account of his private troubles

and anxieties.)

People in general make a very good guess at

your disposition—or rather, they do not con-

jecture, but they do not refuse to believe me
when I pride myself on the fact that you deem
me worthy of no small respect and honour.

One of these people is my very precious son

George, who having fallen into many losses,

and being very much overwhelmed by his

troui)les, can find only one harbour of safety,

namely, to be introduced to you by us, and to

obtain some favour at the hands of the Most
Illustrious the Count of the Domestics. Grant

them this favour, either to him and his need,

or else, if you prefer it, to me, to whom I know
you have resolved to grant all favours ; and

facts also persuade me that this is true of you.

Ep. CLXXXV.
(See Introduction to Ep. CLXXXIV. above,

p. 469. Posporius was to be sent to Constantin-

ople that his cause might there be tried in the

Civil Courts. Gregory therefore writes to the

Archbishop to point out Avhat a serious infringe-

ment of the rights of the Church this would be.

Prol)ably the attitude which Nectarius took up

at the suggestion of Gregory was the occa-

sion of the Edict which Theodosius addressed in

February, a.d. 384 or 5, to the Augustal Prefect,

withdrawing all clerics from the jurisdiction of

the civil tribunals, and i)lacing them under

the exclusive control of the episcopal courts.)

a Ps. xlv, 4.

Whenever different people praise different

points in you, and all are pushing forward your

good fame, as in a marketplace, I contribute

whatever I can, and not less than any of them,

because you deign also to honour me, to cheer

my old age, as a well-beloved son does that of

his father. For this reason I now also venture

to offer to you this appeal on behalf of the

Most Reverend and God-beloved Bishop Bos-

porius ; though ashamed on the one hand that

such a man should need any letter from me,
since his venerable character is assured both by
his daily life and by his age ; and on the other

hand not less ashamed to keep silence and not
to say a word for him, while I have a voice,

and honour faith, and know the man most in-

timately. The controversy about the dioceses

you will no doubt yourself resolve according

to the grace of the Spirit which is in you, and
to the order of the canons. But I hope Your
Reverence will see that it is not to be endured
that our affairs are to be posted up in the sec-

ular courts. For even if they who are judges

of such courts are Christians, as by the mercy
of God they are, what is there in common be-

tween the Sword and the Spirit ? And even
if we yield this point, how or where can it be
just that a dispute concerning the faith should

be interwoven with the other questions? Is

our God-beloved Bishop Bosporius to-day a

heretic ? Is it to-day that his hoar hair is set

in the balance, who has brought back so

many from their error, and has given so great

proof of his orthodoxy, and is a teacher of us

all ? No, I entreat you, do not give place to

such slanders ; but if possible reconcile the op-

posing parties and add this to your praises

;

but if this may not be, at all events do not al-

low us all, (with whom he has lived, and with

whom he has grown old,) to be outraged by
such insolence,—us whom you know to be accu-

rate preachers of the Gospel, both when to be so

was dangerous, and when it is free from risk

;

and to be unable to endure any detraction

from the One Unapproachable Godhead. And
I beg you to pray for me who am suffering

from serious illness. I and all who are with me
salute the brethren who surround you, May
you, strong and of good courage and of good
fame in the Lord, grant to us and the Churches

the support which all in common demand.

Ep. CEXXXVI.

(A letter of introduction for a relative.)

"What would you have done if I had come
in person and taken up your time ? I am quite

certain you would have undertaken with all
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zeal to deliver me from the slander, if I may
take as a token what has happened before.

Do me this favour, then, through my most dis-

creet kinswoman who approaches you through

me, reverencing first the age of your petitioner,

and next her disposition and piety, which is

more than is ordinarily found in a woman ;

and ])esides this, her ignorance iii busine.<a-

matters, and the troubles now brought upon

her by her own relations ; and above all, my
entreaty. The greatest favour you can do me
is speed in the benefit for which I am asking.

For even the unjust judge in the Gospel " shewed

kindness to the widow, though only after long

beseeching and importunity. But from you 1

ask for speed, that she may not be overwhelmed

by being long burdened with anxieties and
miseries in a foreign land ; though I know quite

well that Your Piety will make that alien land

to be a fatherland to her.

Ep. ecu.

(An important letter on the Apollinarian

controversy has already been given above.)

§ 7. To Theodore, Bishop of Tvana.

(Theodore, a native of Arianzus, and an in-

timate friend of Gregory, accompanied him
to Constantinople a.d. 379, and shared his per-

secution by the Arians, who broke into their

church during the celebration of the divine

liturgy, and pelted the clergy with stones.

Theodore could not bring himself to put up

with this, and declared his intention of prose-

cuting the aggressors. Gregory wrote the fol-

lowing letter to di.ssuade him from this course,

by shewing him how much more noble it is to

forgive than to revenge.)

Ep. LXXVIL

I hear that you are indignant at the out-

rages which have been committed on us by
the Monks and the Mendicants. And it is

no wonder, seeing that you never yet had felt
]

a blow, and were without experience of the
[

evils we have to endure, that you did feel

angry at such a thing. But we as experienced t

in many sorts of evil, and as having had our
[

share of insult, may be considered worthy of '

belief when we exhort Your Reverence, as old

age teaches and as reason suggests. Certainly !

what has happened was dreadful, and more than

dreadful,—no one will deny it : that our altars

were insulted, our mysteries disturbed, and
j

« S. Luke xviii, i, etc.

that we oiirselves had to stand between the

communicants and those who would stone

them, antl to make our intercessions a cure for

stonings ; that the reverence due to virgins was

forgotten, and the good order of monks, and
the calamity of the poor, who lost even their

pity through ferocity. But perhaps it would
be better to be patient, and to give an example
of patience to many by our sufferings. For
argument is not so persuasive of the world in

general as is practice, that silent exhortation.

We think it an important matter to obtain

penalties from those who have wronged us : an
important matter, I say, (for even this is some-
times useful for the correction of others)—l)ut

it is far greater and more Godlike, to bear with
injuries. For the former course curbs wicked-
ness, but the latter makes men good, which is

much better and more perfect than nierely

being not wicked. Let us consider that the

great pursuit of mercifulness is set before us,

and let us forgive the wrongs done to us that

we also may obtain forgiveness, and let us by
kindness lay up a store of kindness.

Phineas was called Zelotes because he ran

through the Midianitlsh woman with the man
who w^as committing fornication with her," and
because he took away the reproach from the

children of Israel : but he was more praised be-

cause he prayed for the people when they had
transgressed.^ Let us then also stand and make
propitiation, and let the plague be stayed, and
let this be counted unto us for righteousness.

Moses also was praised because he slew the

Egyptian that oppressed the Israelite ; v but he

was more admirable because he healed by his

prayer his sister Miriam when she was made
leprous for her murmuring.* Look also at

what follows. The people of Nineve are

threatened with an overthrow, but by their

tears they redeem their sin.* Manasses was the

most lawless of Kings, ^ but is the most conspic-

uous among those who have attained salvation

through mourning.

O Ephraim what shall I do unto thee,''

saith God. What anger is here expressed—and
yet protection is added. What is swifter than

Mercy? The Disciples ask for flames of Sod-

om upon those who drive Jesus away, l)ut He
deprecates revenge.^ Peter cuts off the ear of

Malchus, one of those who outraged Him, but

Jesus restores it." And what of him who asks

whether he must seven times forgive a brother

if he has trespassed, is he not condemned for

o Num. xxiv. 7.
£ Num. xii. .}o.

r) Hos. vi. 4.

j3 Ps. cvi. 30, 71. y Kxod. ii. 12.

e Jon. iii. 10. 52 Cliron. xxxiii. 12, ij.

d S. Luke ix. 54. K lb. xxii. jo,
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his niggardliness, for to tlie seven is added sev-

enty times seven ? °- What of the de]:)tor in the

Gospel who will not forgive as he has been for-

given ? ^ Is it not more bitterly exacted of him
for this? And what saith the pattern of

prayer? Does it not desire that forgiveness

may be earned by forgiveness?

Having so many examples let us imitate the

mercy of God, and not desire to learn from

ourselves how great an evil is requital of sin.

You see the sequence of goodness. First

it makes laws, then it commands, threatens,

reproaches, holds out warnings, restrains,

threatens again, and only when forced to do so

strikes the blow, but this little by little, open-

ing the way to amendment. Let us then not

strike suddenly (for it is not 5iafe to do so), but

being selfrestrained in our fear let us conquer

by mercy, and make them our debtors by our

kindness, tormenting them by their conscience

rather than by anger. Let us not dry up a fig

tree which may yet bear fruit, v nor condemn it

as useless and cumbering the ground, when
possibly the care and diligence of a skilful gar-

dener may yet heal it. And do not let us so

quickly destroy so great and glorious a work
through what is perhaps the spite and malice of

the devil ; but let us choose to shew ourselves

merciful rather than severe, and lovers of the

poor rather than of abstract justice ; and let us

not make more account of those who would
enkindle us to this than of those who would
restrain us, considering, if nothing else, the dis-

grace of appearing to contend against mendi-
cants who have this great advantage that even

if they are in the wrong they are pitied for their

misfortune. But as things are, consider that all

the poor and those who support them, and all

the Monks and Virgins are falling at your feet

and praying you on their behalf. Grant to all

these for them this favour (since they have suf-

fcrrcd enough as is clear by what they have

asked of us) and above all to me wlio am their

representative. And if it appear to you mon-
strous that we should have been dishonoured by
them, remember that it is far worse that we
should not be listened to by you when we make
this recjuest of you. May God forgive the no-

ble Paulus his outrages upon us.

Ep. CXV.

(Sent about Easter a. d. 382 with a copy of

the Philocalia, or Chrestomathy of Origen's

works edited by himself and S. IJasil.)

You anticipate the Festival, and the letters,

and, which is better still, the time by your

a S. Matt, xviii. 21. ^ lb. xviii. 28 sq. y S. Luke xiii. 7.

eagerness, and you bestow on us a preliminary

festival. Such is what Your Reverence gives

us. And we in return give you the greatest

thing we have, our prayers. But that you may
have some small thing to remember us by, we
send you the volume of the Philocalia of Origen,

containing a selection of passages u.seful to

students of literature. Deign to accept this,

and give us a proof of its usefulness, being
aided by diligence and the Spirit.

Ep. CXXL

(Written a little later, as a letter of thanks
for an Easter Gift. Theodore had quite re-

cently been made Archbishop of Tyana.

)

We rejoice in the tokens of love, and especi-

ally at such a season, and from one at once so

young a man, and so perfect ; and, to greet you
with the words of Scripture, stablished in your
youth," for so it calls him who is more advanced
in wisdom than his years lead us to expect.

The old Fathers prayed for the dew of heaven
and fatness of the earth ^ and other such things

for their children, though perhaps some may un-

derstand these things in a higher sense ; but we
will give you back all in a spiritual sense. The
Lord fulfil all thy requests, v and mayest thou

be the father of such children * (if I may pray
for you concisely and intimately) as you your-

self, have shewn yourself to your own parents,

.so that we, as well as every one else, may be
glorified concerning you.

Ep. CXXIL

You owe me, even as a sick man, tend-

ing, for one of the commandments is the

visitation of the sick. And you also owe to the

Holy Martyrs their annual honour, which we
celebrate in your own Arianzus on the 23rd of

the month which we call Dathusa.* And at

the same time there are ecclesiastical affairs not

a few which need our common examination.

For all these reasons then, I beg you to come
at once : for though the labour :s great, the

reward is equivalent.

Ep. CXXIIL

(To excuse himself for postponing his ac-

ceptance of an invitation.)

I reverence your presence, and I delight in

your comi)any ; although otherwise I counsel-

o Ps. cxliv. 2. (3 Gen. xxvii. aS. y Ps. xx. 7.

6 It seems clear, as Uenoit remarks, that this expression refers to

Spiritual fatherliood. Theodore iloes not appear to have been
married. « Probably July.
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led myself to remain at home and philosophize

in quiet, for I found this of all courses the most

profitable for myself. And since the winds arc

still somewhat rough, and my infirmity has not

yet left me, I beg you to bear with me patient-

ly for a little while, and to join me in my
prayers for health ; and as soon as the fit season

comes I will attend upon your requests.

Ep. CXXIV.

(A little later on, when the weather was more
settled, Gregory accepts the invitation and

proposes to come at once, but declines to at-

tend the Provincial Synod.)

You call me? And I hasten, and that for

a private visit. Synods and Conventions I sa-

lute from afar, since I have experienced that

most of them (to speak moderately) are but

sorry affairs. What then remains ? Help with

your prayers my just desires that I may obtain

that for which I am anxious.

Ep. CLIL

(On his retirement from Constantinople

Gregory had at the request of the Bishops of

the Province, and especially of Theodore of

Tyana the Metropolitan, and Bosporius Bishop

of Colonia (see letters above) and at the earnest

solicitation of the people, undertaken the charge i

of the Diocese of Nazianzus ; but he very soon
|

found that his health was not equal to so great

a task, and that he could not fulfil its calls

upon him. He struggled on for some time,

but at length, finding himself quite unequal to

it, he wrote as follows to the Metropolitan :)

It is time for me to use these words of

Scripture, To whom shall I cry when I am
wronged ? " Who will stretch out a hand
to me when I am oppressed? To whom
shall the burden of this Church pass, in its

present evil and paralysed condition ? I pro-

test before God and the Elect Angels that

the Flock of God is being unrighteously dealt

with in being left without a Shepherd or a

Bishop, through my being laid on the shelf.

For I am a prisoner to my ill health and have

been very quickly removed thereby from the

Church, and made quite useless to everybody,

every day breathing my last, and getting more
and more crushed by my duties. If the Pro-

vince had any other head, it would have been

my duty to cry out and protest to it contin-

ually. But since Your Reverence is the Su-

perior, it is to you I must look. For, to leave

out everything else, you shall learn from my

a Hab. ii. i.

fellow - priests, Eulalius the Chorepi.scopus

"

and Celeusius, whom I have specially sent to

Your Reverence, what these robbers ^ who ha\c

now got the upper hand, are both doing and
threatening. lo repress them is not in tlie

power of my weakness, but belongs to }-our

skill and strength; since to you, with His

other gifts God has given that of strength also

for the protection of His Church. If in saying

and writing this I cannot get a hearing, I shall

take the only course remaining to me, that of

publicly proclaiming and making known that

this Church needs a Bishop, in order that it

may not be injured by my feeble health.

What is to follow is matter for your consider-

ation.

Ep. CLIII.

(S. Gregory had to carry out his threat.

He resigned tlie care of Nazianzus, and

nothing would induce him to withdraw

his resignation. Bosporius wrote him an ur-

gent letter with this object, but he replied as

follows
:

)

To Bosporius, Bishop of Colonia.

Twice I have been tripped up by you, and

have been deceived (you know what I mean),

and if it was justly, may the Lord smell from

you an odour of sweet savour ;
v if unjustly, may

the Lord pardon it. For so it is reasonable

for me to speak of you, seeing we are com-
manded to be patient when injuries are in-

flicted on us. But as you are master of your

own opinions, so am I of mine. That trouble-

some Gregory will no longer be troublesome

to you. I will withdraw myself to God,
Who alone is pure and guileless. I will retire

into myself. This I have determined ; for to

stumble twice on the same stone is attributed

by the proverb to fools alone.

To Theodore, Archbishop of Tyana.

Ep. CLVII.

(S. Gregory succeeded at the end of a.d.

382 in convincing the Metropolitan and his

Comprovincials of his sincerity in desiring to

retire ; and so they began to cast about for a Suc-

cessor. Gregory desired that his cousin the

o Chorepiscopi ;—a grade of clergy called into existence in the

latter part of the Third Century, first in Asia Minor, to meet the

difficulty of providing Episcopal supervision in the cotnitry dis-

tricts of large Dioceses, They seemed to have been allowed to

confer the Minor, but not the Holy Orders, unless by special com-

mission from the Diocesan, on the ground of their lack of original

Jurisdiction. That they were originally possessed of full Kpiscopal

Orders there can be no doubt, but eventually the piisilion was

allowed to be held by Priests, and in the West the office became

pr.actically merged in that of the Archdr.icon.

^'I'he ApoUinarians. y Gen. viii. ii.
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Chorepiscopus Eulalins should be nominated,

but tlie IJishoixs felt some jealousy at what they

took to be an attempt on his part to dictate to

them, and refused to allow him to take any
part in the election, on the ground that he

either never had been, or at any rate had
ceased to be one of the Bishops of the Pro-

vince. He protested, but finding that he
could not convince them he withdrew his

claim to a vote and wrote to Theodore, as fol-

lows:—

)

Our spiritual affairs have reached their

limit: I will not trouble you any further.

Join together : take your precautions : take

counsel against us : let our enemies have the

victory : let the canons be accurately observed,

beginning with us, the most ignorant of men.
There is no ill-will in accuracy ; only do not

let the rights of friendship be impeded. The
children of my very honoured son Nicobulus

have come to the city to learn shorthand.

Be kind enough to look upon them with a

fatherly and kindly eye (for the canons do hot

forbid this), but especially take care that they

live near the Church. For I desire that they

should be moulded in character to virtue by
continual association with Your Perfectness.

Ep. CLXIII.

(George a layman of Paspasus, was sent

by Theodore of Tyana to Saint Gregory

that the latter might convince him of his

error and sin in repudiating an oath which
he had taken, on the ground that it was tak-

en in writing and not viva voce. Gregory
seems to have brought him to a better mind,
and sent him back to the Metropolitan with

the following letter, requesting that due pen-

ance be imposed ujDon him, and have its length

regulated by his contrition. This letter was

read to the Second Council of Constanti-

nople in 553, by Euphrantes, a successor of

Theodore in the See of Tyana, and was ac-

cepted by the Fathers, wherefore it is regarded

as having almost the force of a Canon of the

Church Universal.)

God grant you to the Churches, both for

our glory, and for the benefit of many, being

as you are so circumspect and cautious in

spiritual matters as to make us also more cau-

tious who are considered to have some advan-
tage over you in years. Since, however, you
have wished to take us as partners in your
spiritual inquiry (I mean about the oath which
George of Paspasus appears to have sworn),

we will declare to Your Reverence what pre-

sents itself to our mind. Very many people,

as it seems to me, delude themselves by con-

sidering oaths which are taken with the sanc-

tion of spoken imprecations to be real oatks,

but those which are written and not verbally

uttered, to be mere matter of form, and

no oaths at all. For how can we suppose

that while a \ATitten schedule of debts is

more binding than a verbal acknowledgment,

yet a written oath is something other than

an oath ? Or to speak concisely, we hold an

oath to be the assurance given to one who
asked for and obtained it. Nor is it sufficieiit

to say that he suffered violence (for the vio-

lence was the Law by which he bound himself),

nor that afterwards he won the cause in the

Law Court—for the very fact that he went to

law was a breach of his oath. I have per-

suaded our brother George of this, not to pre-

tend excuses for his sin, and not to seek out

arguments to defend his transgression, but to

recognize the writing as an oath, and to be-

wail his sin before God and Your Reverence,

even though he formerly deceived himself and

took a different view of it. This is Avhat we
have personally argued with him ; and it is

evident that if you will discourse with him
more carefully, you will deepen his contrition,

since you are a great healer of souls, and hav-

ing treated him according to the Canon for

as long a time as shall seem right, you will

afterwards be able to confer indulgence upon
him in the matter of time. And the meas-

ure of the time must be the measure of his

compunction.

Ep. CLXXXIIL

(Helladius, Archbishop of Caesarea, contested

the validity of the election of Eulalius to the

Bishopric of Nazianzus, and accused Bosporius

of heresy. S. Gregory here throws the whole

weight of his authority into the other scale. It

is however manifest from the very terms of the

letter that the person addressed is not Theodore

of Tyana. It Avas conjectured by Clemencet

that perhaps he was Theodore of Mopsuestia.)

Envy, which no one easily escapes, has got

some foothold amongst us. See, even we Cap-

padocians are in a state of faction, so to speak

—

a calamity never heard of before, and not to

be believed—so that no flesh may glory" in the

sight of God, l)ut that we may be careful, since

we are all human, not to condemn each other

rashly. For myself, there is some gain even

from the misfortune (if I may speak somewhat

o I Cor. i. sg.



MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS. 475

paradoxically), and I really gather a rose out

of thorns, as the proverb has it. Hitherto I

have never met Your Reverence face to face,

nor conversed with you by letter, but have

only been illuminated by your reputation ; but

now I am of necessity compelled to approach

you by letter, and I am very grateful to him
who has procured me this privilege. I omit to

wTite to the other Bishops about whom you wrote

to me, as the opportunity has not yet arisen.

Moreover my weak health makes me less

active in this matter ; but what I write to you
I write to them also through you. My Lord
the God-beloved Bishop Helladius " must

cease to waste his labour on our concerns. For
it is not through spiritual earnestness, but

through party zeal, that he is seeking this ; and
not for the sake of accurate compliance with

the canons, but for the satisfaction of anger,

as is evident by the time he has chosen, and
because many have moved with him unreason-

ably, for I must say this, and not trouble my-
self about it. If I were physically in a

condition to govern the Church of Nazianzus,

to w'hich I was originally appointed, and not

to Sasima as some would falsely persuade you,

I should not have been so cowardly or so ignor-

ant of the Divine Constitutions as either to

despise that Church, or to seek for an easy life

in preference to the prizes which are in store

for those who labour according to God's will,

and work with the talent committed to their

care. For what profit should I have from my
many labours and my great hopes, if I were ill

advised in the most important matters? But

since my bodily health is bad, as everyone can

plainly see, and I have not any responsibility

to fear on account of this withdrawal, for the

reason I have mentioned, and I saw that the

Church through cleaving to me was suffering

in its best interests and almost being destroyed

through my illness, I prayed both before and
now again my Lords the God-beloved Bishops

(I mean those of our own Province) to give

the Church a head, Avhich they have done by
God's Grace, worthy both of my desire and of

your prayers. This I would have you both

know yourself, most honourable Lord, and also

inform the rest of the Bishops, that they may
receive him and support him by their votes,

and not bear heavily on my old age by believ-

ing the slander. Let me add this to my letter.

If your examination finds my Lord the God-
beloved Priest Bosporius guilty concerning the

faith—a thing which it is not lawful even to sug-

gest—(I pass over his age and my jicrsonal

a Basil's successor.

testimony) judge him so yourselves. But if

the discussion about the dioceses is the cause

of this evil rejjort and this novel accusation,

do not be led away by the slander, and do not

give to falsehoods a greater strength than to

the truth, I beg you, lest you should cast into

despair those \\ho desire to do what is right.

May you be granted good health and sjjirits

and courage and continual progress in tlie

things of God to us and to the Church, whose

common boast you are.

Ep. CXXXIX.

(This letter is written at a somewhat earlier

date in reference to the consent he had been

induced to give to remaining for some time

longer as administrator of the See of Nazianzus.

It is certainly not addressed to Theodore of

Tyana, and it is not known who this Theo-

dore is.)

He Who raised David His servant from the

Shepherd's work to the Throne, and Your
Reverence from the flock to the Work of the

Shepherd : He that orders our affairs and those

of all w'ho hope in Him according to His own
Will : may He now put it into the mind of

Your Reverence to know the dishonour which

I have suffered at the hands of my Lords the

Bishops in the matter of their votes, in that

they have agreed to the Election," but have ex-

cluded us. I will not lay the blame on Your
Reverence, because you have but recently

come to preside over'our affairs, and are, as is

to be expected, for the most part unacquainted

with our history. This is quite enough : for I

have no mind to trouble you further, that I

may not seem burdensome at the very begin-

ning of our friendship. But I will tell you

what suggests itself to me in taking counsel

with God. I retired from the Church at Nazi-

anzus, not as either despising God, or looking

down on the littleness of the flock (God for-

bid that a philosophic ^ soul should be so

disposed ) ; but first because I am not bound
by any such appointment : and secondly be-

cause I am broken down by my ill health, and

do not think myself equal to such anxieties.

And since you too have been heavy on me, in

reproaching me with my resignation, and I

myself could not endure the clamours against

me, and since the times are hard, threatening

us with an inroad of enemies to the injury of

the commonwealth of the whole Church, I fi-

nally made up my mind to suffer a defeat

which is painful to my body, but perhaps not

a Sec Iiitroil. lo Kp. 157.

P Probably equivalent to A Monk.
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bad for my soul. I make over this miserable

body to the Church for as long as it may be
possible, thinking it better to suffer any dis-

tress to the flesh rather than to incur a spiritual

injury myself or to inflict it upon others, who
have thought the worst of us, judging from

their own experience. Knowing this, do pray

for me, and approve my resolution : and per-

haps it is not out of place to say, mould your-

self to piety.

§ 8. To NicoBULUS.

(See the introduction to the first letter to So-

phronius above.)

Ep. XII. (about A.D. 365).

You joke me about Alypiana as being little

and unworthy of your size, you tall and im-
mense and monstrous fellow both in form and
strength. For now I understand that soul is a

matter of measure, and virtue of weight, and
that rocks are more valuable than pearls, and
crows ' more respectable than nightingales.

Well, well ! rejoice in your bigness and your
cubits, and be in no respect inferior to the

famed sons of Aloeus.'' You ride a horse, and
shake a spear, and concern yourself with wild

beasts. But she has no such work ; and no
great strength is needed to carry a comb,^ or

to handle a distaff, or to sit by a loom, " For
such is the glory of woman. " v And if you
add this, that she has become fixed to the

ground on account of prayer, and by the great

movement of her mind has constant com-
munion with God, what is there here to boast

of in your bigness or the stature of your body ?

Take heed to seasonable silence : listen to her

voice : mark her unadornment, her wom-
anly virility, her usefulness at home, her love

of her husband. Then you will say with the

Laconian, that verily soul is not a subject for

measure, and the outer must look to the inner

man. If you look at the things in this way
you will leave off joking and deriding her as

little, and you will congratulate yourself on
your marriage.

Ep. LI.

(An answer to a request made by Nicobulus

for a treatise on the art of writing letters.

a Otiis and Ephialtcs, the two Homeric Giants, who pilctl Pclion
on Ossa and Olympus on Pelion in the vain cndcivour to reach
heaven and dethrone Zeus, but were slain by Apollo. (Sec Horn.,
Oilyss., xi., 305-320.)

P An instrument used in weavinc; to make the web firm and close.

V From his own I'oem against women who take too much pains
about adorning themselves (i., afi?).

Benoit thinks this and the following ones were

written to the Younger Nicobulus.)

Of those who write letters, since this is what

you ask, some write at too great a length, and
others err on the side of deficiency ; and both

miss the mean, like archers shooting at a mark
and sending some shafts short of it and others

beyond it ; for the missing is the same though

on opposite sides. Now the measure of letters

is their usefulness : and we must neither write

at very great length when there is little to say,

nor very briefly when there is a great deal.

What? Are we to measure our wisdom by the

Persian Schoene, or by the cubits of a child,

and to write so imperfectly as not to write at

all but to copy the midday shadows, or lines

which meet right in front of you, who.se lengths

are foreshortened and which show themselves

in glimpses rather than plainly, being recog-

nized only by certain of their extremities ? We
must in both respects avoid the want of mod-
eration and hit off the moderate. This is my
opinion as to brevity ; as to perspicuity it is

clear that one should avoid the oratorical form

as much as possible and lean rather to the

chatty : and, to speak concisely, that is the

best and most beautiful letter which can con-

vince either an unlearned or an educated

reader ; the one, as being within the reach of

the many ; the other, as above the many ; and
it should be intelligible in itself. It is equally

disagreeable to think out a riddle and to have

to interpret a letter. The third point about a

letter is grace : and this we shall safeguard if

we do not write in any way that is dry and
impleasing or unadorned and badly arranged

and imtrimmed, as they call it ; as for instance

a style destitute of maxims and proverbs and
pithy sayings, or even jokes and enigmas, by
which language is sweetened. Yet we must not

seem to abuse these things by an excessive em-

ployment of them. Their entire omission

shews rusticity, but the abuse of them shews

insatiability. We may use them about as much
as purple is used in woven stuffs. Figures of

speech we shall admit, but few and modest.

Antitheses and balanced clauses and nicely di-

vided sentences, we shall leave to the sophists,

or if we do sometimes admit them, we shall do

so rather in play than in earnest. My final

remark shall be one which I heard a clever

man make about the eagle, that when the birds

were electing a king, and came with various

adornment, the most beautiful point about him

was that he did not think himself beautiful.

This point is to be esi:)ecially attended to in

letter-writing, to be without adventitious orna-
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nient and as natural as possible. So much
about letters I send you by a letter ; but per-

hai« you had better not apply it to myself, who
am busied about more important matters. The
rest you will work out for yourself, as you are

quick at learning, and those who are clever in

these matters will teach you.

Ep. LIL

(Nicobulus asked Gregory to publish a col-

lection of his letters. Gregory forwards a copy.)

You are asking flowers from an autumn
meadow, and arming Nestor in his old age, in

demanding from me now something clever in

the way of language, after I have long neglected

all that is enjoyable in language and in life.

But yet (since it is not an Eurysthean or Her-

culean labour that you are imposing on me,

but rather one which is very agreeable and
quiet, to collect for you as many of my o\\ti

letters as I can), do you place this volume among
your books—a work not amatory but oratori-

cal, and not for display so much as for use, and
that for our own home.<* For different authors

have different characteristics, greater or small-

er. Mine is a tendency to instruct by maxims
and positive statements wherever opportunity

occurs. And as in a legitimate child, so also in

language, the father is always visible, not less

than parents are shewn by bodily characteristics.

Mine are such as I have mentioned. You may
repay me both by writing and by deriving profit

from what I have written. I cannot ask for or

request any better reward than this, either more
profitable to the asker, or more becoming him
who gives it.

Ep. LIII.

(Gregory put a collection of Basil's letters

with his own, and gave them the first place.

Nicobulus seems to have been surprised at this,

and asked the reason. Gregory explains as

follows.

)

I have always preferred the Great Basil to

myself, though he was of the contrary opinion
;

and so I do now, not less for truth's sake than

for friendship's. This is the reason why I have

given his letters the first place and my own the

second. For I hope we two will always be

co.ipled together; and also I would supply

others with an example of modesty and .submis-

sion.

Ep. LIV.

On Laconicism. To be laconic is not

merely, as you suppo.se, to write few words.

a I.e. .ts a model of Christian style.

but to say a great deal in few words. Thus I

call Homervery brief and Antimachus lengthy.

A\'hy? Because I measure the length by the

matter and not by the letters.

Ep. LV.

An Invitation. You flee when I pursue you :

perhaps in accordance with the laws of love,

to make yourself more valuable. Come then,

and fill up at last the loss I have suffered by

your long delay. And if any home affairs

detain you, you shall leave us again, and so

make yourself more precious as an object of

desire.

§ 9- To Olvmpius.

(Oljinpius was Prefect of Cappadocia Secun-

da in 382. One letter to him against the

Apollinarians, has already been given ; the rest,

which are to follow are mainly recommenda-
tions of various persons to his patronage.)

Ep. civ.

All The Other favours which I iiave re-

ceived I know to be due to }our kindness

;

and may God reward you for them with His

own mercies ; and may one of these be, that

you may discharge your office of prefect with

good fame and splendour from beginning to

end. In what I now ask I come rather to give

than to receive, if it is not arrogant to say so.

I personally introduce poor Philumena to you,

to entreat your justice, and to move you to

the tears with which she afflicts my soul. She

herself will explain to you in what and by
whom she has been wronged, for it would not

be right for me to bring accusations against

any one. But this much it is necessary for

me to say, that widowhood and orphanliood

have a right to the assistance of all right-

minded men, and especially of those who have

wife and children, those great pledges of pity,

since we—ourselves only men—are set to

judge men. Pardon me that I i)lead with you

for these by letter, since it is by ill health that

I am deprived of seeing a ruler so kind and so

conspicuous for virtue that even the prelude

of your administration is more precious than

the good fame of others even at the end of

their term.

Ep. CV.

The time is swift, the struggle great, and

my sickness severer, reducing me almost to

immovability. What is left I)ut to pray to (lod,

and to supplicate your kindness, the one, that

VOL. vri. K k
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He will incline your mind to gentler counsels,

the other that you will not roughly dismiss our

intercession, l)ut will receive kindly the wretched

I'aulus, whom justice has brought under your

hands, perhaps in order that it may make you

more illustrious by the greatness of your kind-

ness, and may commend our prayers (such as

they are) to )'our mercy.

Ei>. CVI.

Here is another laying before you a let-

ter, of which, if the truth may be said, you

are the cause yourself, for you provoke them by

the honour you do them. Here too is another

petitioner for you, a prisoner of fear, our kins-

man Eustratius, who with us and by us en-

treats your goodness, inasmuch as he cannot

endure to be in perpetual rebellion against your

government, even though a just terror has

frightened him, nor does he choose to entreat

you by anyone else than me, that he may make
your mercy to him more conspicuous through

his use of such intercessors, whom at all events

you yourself make great by thus accepting their

ai)peal. I will say one thing, and that briefly.

All the other favours you conferred upon me

;

but this you will confer upon your own judg-

ment, since once you purposed to comfort our

age and infirmity with such honours. And I

Avill add that you are continually rendering

God more propitious to you.

Ep. CXXV.

(Given above, § i.)

Ep. CXXVI.

(While Gregory was at Xantharis an oppor-

tunity presented itself for seeing Olympius, but

a return of illness prevented him from taking ad-

vantage of it. He writes to express his regret,

and takes the opportunity also to request that

Nicobulus may be exempted from the charge

of the Imperial Posts.

)

I v>'as happy in a dream. For having been

brought as far as the Monastery to obtain some

comfort from the bath, and then hoping to

meet you, and having this good fortune almost

in my hands, and having delayed a few days,

I was suddenly carried away by my illness,

which was already painful in some respects and

threatening in others. And, if one must find

some conjecture to account for the misfortune,

I suffered in the same way as the poljpods do,

which if torn by force from the rocks risk the

loss of the suckers by which they attach them-

selves to the rocks, or carry off some portion

of the latter. Something of this kind is my
case. And what I should have asked Your

Excellency for had I seen you, I now venture

to ask for though I am absent. I found my
son Nicobulus much worried by the care of

the Post, and by close attention to the Monas-

tery. He is not a strong man, and has great

distaste for solitude. Make use of him for any-

thing else you please, for he is eager to ser\^e

your authority in all things; but if it be pos-

sible set him free from this charge, if for no

other reason, at any rate to do him honour as

my Hospitaller. Since I have a.sked many
favours from you for many people, and have

obtained them, I need also your kindness for

myself.

Ep. CXXXI.

(In 38 2 Gregory was summoned to a Synod

at Constantinople ; he wrote to Procopius, the

Prefectus Urbi, and declined to go, on the

ground of his great dislike to Episcopal Synods,

from which, he said, he had never known any

good to result. However he seems to have re-

ceived a more urgent summons through Icarius

and Olympius. His reply to Icarius has been

lost ; that to Olympius is as follows.)

It is more serious to me than my illness,

that no one will believe that I am ill, but that

so long a journey is enjoined upon me, and I

am pushed into the midst of troubles from

which I rejoiced to have withdrawn, and al-

most thought that I ought to be grateful for

this to my bodily affliction. For quiet and

freedom from affairs is more precious than the

splendour of a busy life. I wrote this yesterday

to the Most Illustrious Icarius, from whom I

received the same summons : and I now beg

your Magnanimity also to write this for me, for

you are a very trustworthy witness of my ill

health. Another proof of my inability is the

loss which I have now suffered in having been

unable even to come and enjoy your society,

who are so kind a Governor, and so admirable

for virtue that even the preludes of your term

of office are more honourable than the good

fame which others can earn by the end of

theirs.

Ep. CXL.

Again I write when I ought to come : but

I gain confidence to do so from yourself, O
Umpire of spiritual matters (to put the first

thing first), and Corrector of the Common-
weal—and both by Divine Providence: who
have also received as the reward of )our piety

that )-our affairs would prosper to )our mind,
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and that you alone should find attainable

Avhat to every one else is out of reach. For
wisdom and courage conduct your govern-

ment, the one discovering what is to he doUe,

and the other easily carrying out wliat has

been discovered. And the greatest of nil is the

purity of your hands Avith which all is direct-

ed. Where is your ill-gotten gold ? There
never was any ; it was the first thing you
condemned to exile as an invisible tyrant.

Where is illwill ? It is condemned. ^VMlere

is fa\our ? Here you do bend somewhat (for I

will accuse you a little), but it is in imitating the

Divine Mercy, which at the present time your

soldier Aurelius entreats of you by me. I call

him a foolish fugitive, because he has placed

himself in our hands, and through ours in yours,

sheltering himself under our gray hair and our

Priesthood (for which you have often professed

your veneration) as if it were under some Im-

l)erial Image. See, this sacrificing and un-

bloodstained hand leads this man to you ] a

hand which has written often in your praise,

and will I am sure write yet more, if God con-

tinue your term ofgovernment—yours, I mean,

and that of your colleague Themis.

Ep. CXLI.

(The people of Nazianzus had in some way
incurred the loss of civic rights ; and the

Order for the forfeiture of the title of City

had been signed by Olympius. This led to

something like a revolt on the part of a cer-

tain number of the younger citizens : and this

Olympius determined to punish by the total

destruction of the place. S. Gregory was

again prevented by sickness from appearing in

l^erson before the Governor : but he pleaded

the cause of his native city (using its official

Latin name of Diocfesarea) in the following

letters so successfully as to induce Olympius to

pardon the outbreak.)

Again an opportunity for kindness : and
again I am bold enough to commit to a letter

my entreaty about so important a matter.

My illness makes me thus bold, for it docs not

even allow me to go out, and it does not per-

mit me to make a fitting entrance to you.

What then is my Embassy? Pray receive it

from me gently and kindly. The death of a

single man, wlio to-day is and to-morrow will

not be and will not return to us is of course

a dreadful thing. But it is much more dread-

ful for a City to die, which Kings founded,

and time compacted, and a long series of years

has preserved. I speak of Dioca;.sarea, once a

City, a City llo longef, unless you grant it

mercy. Think • .at this place now falls at

your feet by me : IcL it have a voice, and be

clothed in mourning ai.d cut off its hair as in

a tragedy, and let it spc::k to you in such

words as these

:

Give a hand to me that lie in the dust

:

help the slrengthless : do not add the weight

of your hand to time, nor destroy what tlie

Persians have left me. It is more honourable

to you to raise up cities than to destroy those

that are distressed. Re my founder, either by
adding to wliat I possess, or by preserving me
as I am. Do not suffer that up to the time of

your administration I should be a City, and
after you should be so no longer : do not

give occasion to after times to speak evil of

you, that you received me num])ered among
cities, and left me an uninhabited spot, whicli

Avas once a city, only recognizable by moun-
tains and precipices and woods.

This let the City of my imagination do and

say to your mercy. But deign to receive an

exhortation from me as your friend : certainly

chastise those who have rebelled against the

Edict of your authority. On this behalf I am
not bold to say anything, although this piece of

audacity was not, they say, of universal design,

but was only the unreasoning anger of a few

young men. But dismiss the greater part of

yoiur anger, and use a larger reasoning. They
were grieved for their Mother's being put

to death ; they could not endure to be called

citizens, and yet to be Avitliout political

rights : they were mad ; they committed an of-

fence against the law : they threw away their

own Safety : the unexpectedness of the calam-

ity deprived them of rea.son. Is it really

necessary that for tliis the city should cease to

be a city? Surely not. Most excellent, do

not write the order for this to be done.

Rather respect the supplication of all citizens

and statesmen and men of rank—for remem-

ber the calamity will touch all alike—even if

the greatness of your authority keeps them

silent, sighing as it were in secret. Re-

spect also my gray liair : for it would be

dreadful to me, after having had a great city,

now to have none at all, and that after your

government the Temple which we have raised

to God, and our love for its adornment, is to

become a dwelling for beasts. It is not a ter-

ri])le thing if some statues were thrown down

—though in it.self it would be so—but i would

not have you think that I am speaking of this,

when all my care is for more important

things; but it is dreadful if an ancient city

is to be destroyed with thcm^—one which ha.s

K k
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splendidly endured, as I, who am honoured by
you, and am sui)posed to have some influence,

have lived to see. But tnis is enough upon
such a subject, for I ::hall not, if I speak at

greater length, find anything stronger than

your own reasons, by which this nation is gov-

erned—and may more and greater ones be

governed by them too, and that in greater

commands. This however it was needful

that Your Magnanimity should know about

those who have fallen before your feet, that

they are altogether wretched and despairing,

and have not shared in any disorder with

those who have broken the law, as I am certi-

fied by many who were then present. There-

fore deliberate what you may think expe-

dient, both for your own reputation in this

world, and your hopes in the next. We will

bear what you determine—not indeed with-

out grief—but we will bear it : for what else

can we do ? If the worse determination pre-

vail, we shall be indignant, and shall shed a

tear over our City that has ceased to be.

Ep. CXLII.

Though my desire to meet you is warm,

and the need of your petitioners is great,

yet my illness is invincible. Therefore I am
bold to commit my intercession to \vriting.

Have respect to our gray hair, which you have

already often reverenced by good actions.

Have respect also to my infirmity, to which

my labours for God have in part contributed,

if I may swagger a little. For this cause spare

the citizens who look to me because I use some

freedom of speech with you. And spare also

the others who are under my care. For public

affairs will suffer no damage through mercy,

since you can do more by fear than others by
punishment. May you, as your reward for this,

obtain such a Judge as you shew yourself to

your petitioners and to me their intercessor.

Ep. CXLIII.

What does much experience, and experi-

ence of good do for men ? It teaches kind-

ness, and inclines them to those who en-

treat them. There is no such education in

pity as the previous recej^tion of goodness.

This has happened to myself among others. I

have learned compassion by the things which

I have suffered. And do you see my great-

ness of soul when I myself need your gentle-

ness in my own affairs ? I intercede for others,

and do not fear lest I should exhaust all your

kindness on other men's concerns. 1 am writ-

ing thus on behalf of the Presbyter Leontius

—

or, if I may so describe him, the ex-Presbyter.

If he has suffered sufficiently for what he has

done, let us stop there, lest excess become in-

justice. And if there is still any balance of

punishment due, and the consequences of his

crime have not yet equalled his offence, yet re-

mit it for our sake and God's, and that of the

sanctuary, and the general assembly of the

priests, among whom he was once numbered,

even though he has now shewn himself un-

worthy of them, both by what he has done
and by what he has suffered. If I can prevail

with you it will be best ; but if not, I will bring

to you a more powerful intercessor, her who is

the partner both of your rule and of your good
fame.

Ep. CXLIV.

(Verianus, a citizen of Nazianzus, had been

offended by his son-in-law, and on this ac-

count wished his daughter to sue for a divorce.

Olympius referred the matter to the Episcopal

arbitration of S. Gregory, who refused to

countenance the proceeding, and \\Tites the

two following letters, the first to the Prefect,

the second to Verianus himself.)

Haste is not always praiseworthy. For this

reason I have deferred my answer until now
about the daughter of the most honourable Ve-

rianus, both to allow for time setting matters

right, and also because I conjecture that Your
Goodness does not approve of the divorce, in-

asmuch as you entrusted the enquiry to me,

whom you knew to be neither hasty nor un-

circumspect in such matters. Therefore I have

refrained myself till now, and, I venture to

think, not without reason. But since we have

come nearly to the end of the allotted time,

and it is necessary that you should be informed

of the result of the examination I will inform

you. The young lady seems to me to be of

two minds, divided between reverence for her

parents and affection for her husband. Her
words are on their side, but her mind, I rather

think, is with her husband, as is shewn by her

tears. You will do what commends itself to

your justice, and to God who directs you in

all things. I should most willingly have given

my opinion to my son Verianus that he should

pass over much of what is in question, with a

view not to confirm the divorce, which is en-

tirely contrary to our law," though the Roman
law may determine otherwise. For it is neces-

sary that justice be observed—which I pray you

may ever both say and do.

a The law of the Church,
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To X'kkianus.

Ep. CXI.V.

Public executioners commit no crime, for

they are the servants of the laws : nor is the

sword unlawful with which we punish crim-

inals. But nevertheless, the public executioner

is not a laudable character, nor is the death-

bearing sword received joy full}-. Just s^>

neither can I endure to become hated hy

confirming the divorce by my hand an.l

tongue. It is far better to be the means of

union and of friendship tlian of division and

parting of life. I suppose it was with this in

his mind that our admirable Governor entrust-

ed me with the enquiry about your daughter,

as one who could not proceed to divorce

abruptly or unfeelingly. For he proposed me
not as judge, but as Bishop, and placed me as

a mediator in your unhappy circumstances. I

beg you therefore, to make some allowance for

my timidity, and if the better prevail, to U32

me as a servant of yoiu: desire : I rejoice in re-

ceiving such commands. But if the worsj

and more cruel course is to be taken, seek for

some one more suitable to your purjjose. 1

have not time, for the sake of favouring your

friendship (though in all respects I have the

highest regard for you), to offend against God,
to Whom I have to give account of every ac-

tion and thought. I will believe your daugh-

ter (for the truth shall be told) when she can

lay aside her awe of you, and boldly declare

the tmth. At present her condition is pitiable

—for she assigns her

tears to her husband.

words to you, and her

To Olvmi'ius.

Ep. CXLYI.

This is what I said as if by a sort of i)roph-

ecy, when I found you favourable to every

request, and was making insatiable use of your

gentleness, that I fear I shall exhaust your kind-

ness upon the affairs of others. For see, a

contest of my own has come (if that is mine

which concerns my own relations), and I can-

not speak with the .same freedom. First, be-

cause it is my own. For to entreat for myself,

though it may be more useful, is more humil-

iating. And next, I am afraid of excess as

destroying pleasure, and opposing all that is

good. So matters stand, and I conjecture only

too rightly. Nevertheless with confidence in

God before ^V'hom I stand, and in your mag-

nanimity in doing good, I am bold to present

this petition.

Suppose Nicobulus to be the worst of men

:

—though his only crime is that through me he

is an object of envy, and more free than he

ought to be. And suppose that my present

opponent is the most just of "^en. For I am
ashamed to accuse before Your Uprightness

one whom yesterday I was supporting : l)ut I

do not know if it will seem to you just that

punishment should be demanded for one man's

crimes from another, though these were cpiite

strange to him, and had not even his consent

;

from the man who has so stirred his household

and been so upset as to have surrendered to his

accuser more readily than the latter wished.

Must Nicobulus or his children be reduced to

slavery as his persecutors desire? I am ashamed

both of the ground of the persecution and

of the time, if this is to be done while both

you are in power and I have influence \\ ith you.

Not so, most admirable friend, let not this be

suggested to Your Integrity. But recognizing

by the winged swiftness of your mind the

malice from which this proceeds, and having

respect to me your admirer, shew yourself a

merciful judge to those who are being disturbed

—for to-day you are not merely judging be-

tween man and man, but between virtue and

vice ; and to this more consideration than by

an ordinary man must be given l)y those who
are like you in virtue and are skilful governors.

And in return for this you shall have from me
not only the matter of my prayers, w^hich I

know you do not, like so many men, despise

;

but also that I will make your government

famous with all to whom I am known.

Ep. CLIV.

To me you are Prefect even after the ex-

piry of your term of office—for I judge things

differently from the run of men—because you

eml)race in yourself every prefectoral virtue.

For many of those who sit on lofty thrones are

to me base, all those whose hand makes them

base and slaves of their sul)jects.* But many
are high and lofty though they stand low, whom
virtue places on high and makes worthy of

greater government. But what have I to do

with this? No longer is the great Olympius

with us, nor does he bear our rudder-lines. We
are inidone, we are betrayed, we have become

again the Second Cappadocia, after having

been made the l-'irst by you. Of other men's

a I. c. why arc acccibiblc lu laibcry.
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matters why should I speak? but v/ho will

cherish the old age of your Gregory, and ad-

minister to his weakness the enchantment of

honours, and make him more honourable be-

cause he obtains kindness for many from you ?

Now then depart on your journey with escort

and greater pomp, leaving behind for us many

tears, and carrying with you much wealth, and

that of a kind which few Prefects do, good

fame, and the being inscribed on all hearts,

pillars not easily moved. If you preside over

us again with greater and more illustrious rule,

(this is what our longing augurs), v\'e shall offer

to God more perfect thanks.
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Abaris, tale of, 402.
Adam, old and new, compared, 2x0.

Acacius, hcrelic, 275.
yEschylus, 318.
Aiitians, hcielical body, 281, 292.
Aelius, heretic, professedly con-

demned at Seleucia, 275 ; mas-
ter of Eunomius in heresy, 280.

Aged, addressed and comforted, 235.
Alexander, 13isht)p of Alexandria,

-73 ; opposed by Arius, 350.
Alexandria, the throne of S. Mark,

271 ; council at, under Atha-
nasius, 2S3.

Altar, approached by Gorgonia, 243;
venerable table, 257 ; table of

God for the offerings to God,
412 ; wliere Clirist is honoured,

243 ; God's altars and sacra-

ments, 459 ; profaned by the
violent Arians, 329.

Alypiana, niece of Gregory Nazi-
enzen, 464, 476.

Amazonius, admired by Gregory
Nazienzcn for learning, 465.

Ambrose, 311, 379.
Ammianus Marc, 234.
Amphilochius, Bishop of Iconium,

458, 468 ; defends Eulalius at

Parnassus, 469 ; Gregory's let-

ters to, 458, 464, 468, 469.
Amphilochius (the Younger), 466,

467 ; Gregory's letter to, 467.
Anagoge, a method of interpreta-

tion, 373.
Anarchia, as applied to (jod, 301.
Anastasia, a church in Constanti-

nople, 334, 394.
Anaxagoras, 236.
Animals, so wonderful in their in-

stincts, 297.
Antitypes of the Precious Body and

Blood, 243.
Anomoean Arians, 281, 284.

Anthimus, Bishop of Tyana, 195,

245, 414, 452 ; opposes Gregory
at Sasima, 195 ; yet favors

Gregory, 454 ; opposes Basil,

145. 245. 412, 452 sq.

Anthropolatcrs, name given to the

Orthodox, 441.
Antioch, church troubled with

schism, 198, 466.
Antony, founder of monasticism,

270.

Argument, its conditions stated, 301.

Apollinarian heresy, 196, 197, 199,
30S, 438 ; Gregory's letters

against, 437 sq.

ApoUinarians, at Constantinople,

197, 198 ; at Nazianzus, 437 ;

conditions of their reception in

the Church, 459.
Apollinarius, or Apollinaris, Bisliop

of Laodicea, 198; teacher of

S. Jerome, 198 ; his own teach-

ing. 198, 308, 437. 438; pos-

sible meaning and purpose of

his teacliing, 437 ; once much
favoured, 198 ; his error regard-

ing Christ's humanity, 198, 199,

314 ; excommunicated by a
Roman Synod, 199.

Arianism, the mother of heresies,

196 ; called a madness, 212,

236, 405 ; traced to a Jewish
source, 350 ; revolt from Sabel-

lianism, 350 ; how suspected in

the Tliree Hypostases, 279; its

history and development, 350 ;

its teacliing on the Trinity, 260,

272, 273, 275, 350 ; condemned
at the Council of Nicrca, 350.

Arians, their misuse of Origen's
writings, 192 ; were supported
by the emperors, 196, 197

;

persecuted (jregoryat Constan-
tinople, 197, 471 ; boasted of

their numbers, 328, 428 ; were
troublesome and tumultuous,

328, 329, 406 ; perverted doc-

trine of the use of words, 275 ;

were deprived by Theodosius,

198; their mobs were violent

and profane, 329, 406, 47 1 ; tliey

introduced bishops, 463 ; Greg-
ory's oration against, 328 sq.

Ariminum Council issued an Arian
Creed, 192.

Aristophanes, 256.

Aristotle, 236.

Arius, heretic, 212, 272, 301, 350;
accused of madness in doctrine,

212, 258, 272, 405 ; his name
,

"a profane spot," 272 ; piiest

of Alexandria, 350; his errors

on the Trinity, 272, 273 ; con-

demned at Alexandrian Coun-
cil and Niczea, 350 ; his ex-

communication and death, 272.

Arsenius, Melctian Bisliop, said lo

have been murdered by Alha- ;

nasius, 273, 330 ; produced
alive, 330.

Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria,

189, 271 ; his festivals in the
East, 269 ; compared with the
patriarelis and propliets, 270 ;

his habits and character, 270
sq.; his early training, 270,
271 ; passed through the en-
tire series of orders, 271 ; was
led in an orderly fasliion to the
throne of S. I\Iark, 271, 272 ;

opposed George of Cappado-
cia, 273, 274; present at the
Council of Niccca with his bisli-

op, 273 ; accused of murdering
Arsenius, 273, 330 ; his exile-,

189, 263, 275, 276, 279, 410 ;

retired to the Egyptian monks,
274 ; his constancy in aid of

the Church, 276 sq.; popularly
eulogized beyond even the em-
peror, 277 ; great writer and
controversialist, 199, 270 ; his

theme the Holy Trinity, 278,

279 ; reverence sliown to him,

277, 278 ; harmonious in liis

teaching, 277 ; banished liy

Constanlius, 278, 279 ; exiled

by Julian and recalled liy Jo-
vian, 279 ; his death, 269, 280;
wrote the Life of S. Antonv,
370 ; Gregory's oration upon,
269 sq.

Atheism as related to theology,
212 ; of Sabellius, 212.

Athens, its condition in the fourtli

century, 190.

Atoms, ancient theories of, 188,

291.

Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, for a

time Manichean, 333 ; referred

to, 345. 42S.

Austerities of Gorgonia, 242.

Balsamon, referred to, 426.
Baptism, names, 360 sq. ; our illu-

mination, 212, 258, 352, 359,
360 S(i., 368, 373 ; source of pur-

ity, 242, 376 ; the .Seal, 364 ; the

Gift, 364, 376 ; for the image
of God renewed, 371 ; tyjie of

future glory, 397 ; its three im-

mersions, 281 ; its ceremonial,

258, 259, 281 ; different kinds

of, 352 ;
prepared for, 357, 365,
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374 ; sin fiftcr, 359, 362, 365,

372, 373 ; i)lcas for delay to,

363 sq. ; affusion and immer-
sion, 363 ; desire for, 189, 367 ;

ambitions shown in, 369 ; our
benefits in the sacrament, 360
sq., 366 sq., 375 sq. ; of Clirist,

351 sq., 360 sq.; infant, 367,

370 ; times of administration

become limited, 368 ; Gregory's
oration on, 351 sq.

Basil, Bishop of Ancyra, Semi-
Arian deposed, 276, 438.

Basil, Bisliop of Civsarea, a Cappado-
cian, son of Basil and Emmelia,

187, 398 ; educated at Ccesarca,

Constantinople, and Athens,

189, 399 ; his friendship with
Gregory Nazianzen, '88 sq., 266,

395 ^4v pi'otected by Gregory at

the University in Athens, 190,

400, 401 ; visited the Holy Sep-
ulchre, 191, 404 ; a solitary in

Pontns, 191, 404 ; formed his

monastic rule, 191, 415, 468 ;

studies liislory with Gregory,

192 ; was made a Reader, 404 ;

unwillingly ordained by Eu-
sebius, 194, 404 ;

prol^able mo-
tive for the ordination, 194 ; re-

tires to Pontus, 194 ; reconciled
to Eusebius, 195, 405, 408

;

elected to succeed him, 195,

265, 408 ; asserted his rights

as Metropolitan, 195 ; erected

Sasima into a See and conse-

crated Gregory for it, 195, 245,

453 ; himself consecrated by
Gregory (Elder), Eusebius of

Samosata, and another, 408 ;

i^esisted Valens dividing Cap-
padocia, 195, 410, 414 ; con-

duct as bishop, 408 sq. j awes
even the emperor, 412 ; fights

with tlic liisliops, 412 ; en-

counters the civil, 413 ; victory

over Valens' Prefect, 411; has
sentence of exile cancelled, 412 ;

fed the people in famine, 407 j

supported by the monks, 405 ;

his prudence, learning, etc.,

403, 415 sq. ; scene at his death
and burial, 196, 395, 460, 421,

422 ; dates, 395, 460 ; compared
with patriarchs, etc., 418 sq. ;

thought unsound on the Deity
of the Holy Ghost, 454 ; his

panegyric by Gregory, 395 sq. ;

present at the funeral oration

on Gregory (Elder) ; Gregory's

letters to, 446 sq.
; quoted, 226,

236, 284.

Bees and spiders' instinctive skill,

297.
Begotten and Unbegotten in the

Godhead, 212, 272, 273, 301
scj. [God].

Benoit, Abbe, 193, 245, 260, 315,

359. 381, 422.

Bernard, 208.

Bethlehem, little, metropolis of the

world, 260 ; on the road to

Paradise, 351.

Billiu.s, 206, 233, 364, 383.
Births, three, 360.
Bishops, their rule, 219; their

election in tumult, 265, 266
;

consecration, 265, 266.

Blood of Christ, to whom offered,

431-
Blount, 354.
Body, Gregory's synonyms for, 214,

242 ; and soul, now and here-

after, 236, 255.
Bosporius, Bishop of Colonia,

friend of Gregory Nazianzen,

469, 470, 473 ; assisted at Eu-
lalius' consecration, 469 ; ac-

cused and acquitted, 469, 474 ;

called before the civil courts,

470.
Bright, opinion on fourth century

documents, 199; quoted, 199,

213, 279.

Csesarea, wrath of Julian against,

265, 266 ; saved Ijy the bold-

ness of Gregory (Elder).

Ctesarius, brother of Gregory Nazi-

anzen, 188, 204, 229 ; educated
at Cffisarea and Alexandria,

188, 229, 231 ; inherited true

training, 230, 231 ; renowned as

a student, 189, 231 ; court phy-

sician at Constantinople, 191 ;

229, 232 ; returned with Greg-
ory to Nazianzu-S, 191, 229,

232 ; went back to court and
was tempted by Julian, 191,

194, 201, 229, 232, 233, 457 ;

retires from the court, 194, 229,

233. 234, 457 ; his baptism,

195, 229, 234, 458, 459 ; has
preferment in Bithynia, 195,

229, 234, 458 ; offered appoint-

ment l)y Constantius, 229, 233;
defeats Julian in argument,

229 ; is to be tried on Julian's

return, 234 ; dies, 195, 229,

230, 234 ; leaves his property

to the poor, 195, 236,464, 465;
is buried at Nazianzus, 195,

234 ; honoured in Constanti-

nople, 232 ; on the roll of the

Saints, 254 ;
panegyric by Greg-

ory, 230 sq. ; Gregory's letters

to, 457 sq.

Cain, Ills sevenfold punishment,

379-
.

Cappadocia, the province divided,

187, 19s, 24s, 452.
Carterius, teacher of Gregory Nazi-

anzen in Cxsarca, 188.

Casuistry rules cases, 208 sq., 226,

265, 474, 480-482.
Catechumens, 258.

Chance, as a ruler, 248.

Ciianting the Psalter, 242.

Ciiariot-racing described, 2S6.

Cliastity, for men as well as for

women, 239 sq., 343.
C!liorcpiscopi, 473.
Clirist, truly divine, 19S, 199, 301

sq.. 343. 353 sq., 425; truly

human, 198, 199, 307 sq., 345
sq., 350. 4-5. 4-(^, 437 sq.;

a true sacrifice, 203, 223, 351,

429 ; to whom was he offered,

431 ; how truly incarnate, 209,

210, 437 sq.; born of a Virgin
mother, 210, 301, 308, 334,

345. 349, 357, 360, 377; tlic

Only Begotten Son of the
Father, 316 ; his Sacrifice com-
memorated as Antitype, 223 ;

still present with His people,

255, 256 ; has more effectual

intercession, 256, 314, 315 ;

worshipped by the Arians, 239 ;

Ilis title and power, 224 ; the
mediator, 270 ; the Second
Adam, 309 ; as a King and a
Servant, 310; suffering in obe-
dience, 311,312, 339; suffered
being tempted, 312 ; His Can
and Cannot, 3^2, 313, 316, 317;
came to do His Father's will,

313- 339; h-'^s a human will,

314 ; His Ignorance, 315, 317 ;

His names considered, 317 ;

how like Melchisedec, 317 ;

subject of antinomies, 338 ; to

be honoured in his humility,

339 ; ^^''^s betrayed and gave
Himself up, 350 ; an Example
and aid, 351 ; honoured all

states by taking them, 360

;

the true Paschal Lamb, 428 sq.;
lypefied under the Law, 352 ;

true man in his Ascension, 380

;

orations on his Baptism, 352
sq.

Christian, teaching so varied, 212
;

priest's office and work, 223 ;

union with Christ, 228 ; trials

and difficulties, 233, 262 ; con-
stancy not obstinacy or coward-
ice, 234 ; reverence for holy
things, 257 ; persecutions in

various forms, 262 ; life for

eternity, 237, 255 ; our high-
est title, 233.

Christians, often rude and un-
worthy, 206, 221 ; in hypocrisy,
206 ; objects of contempt, 221,
222 ; live for the future, 237,

255 ; have one heaven, hope,
and citizenship, 232.

Christmas called Theophany,
Chrysostom borrowed ideas from

Gregory Nazienzen, 104, 200
;

unpopular at Constantinople,

287 ;
quoted, 231, 344.

Church must have order and au-
thority, 205 ; arrangements in,

226, 377, 404, 407 ; spiritual

status in, 226, 377 ; the mighty
Body of Christ, 271 ; not de-
fined by numbers, 328 ; its

teaching, how corrupted, 272 ;

likened to a collection of

beasts, 214.

Church Imildings described, 267,

377-
Church of Anastasia in Constanti-

nople, 336, 397 ; of the Holy
Apostles, 397 ; of S. Orestes
at Mt. Taurus, 414 ; of the
martyrs at Nazianzus, 459.
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Cleantlics, 236.
Cledonius, priest of Nazinnzus,

199 ; two letters to, ^01, 439,

443-
Clemcncet, 211, 226, 233, 253, 256,

260, 415.
Clcricus, 239.
CtEiiobites in communities, yet re-

lated to hermits, 211, 274.

Comljelis, 225.

Confession, as part of repentance,

252 ; its excellence, 253, 375 ;

self conviction, 253 ; for heal-

ing, 208, 209, 252, 375.
Confusion of tongues reveised at

Pentecost, 3S4, 385.
Consecration of Bishops, 265, 266,

267 ; by three Bishops, 267.

Conslanline, the Emperor, 212 ;

his equestrian statue, 330.

Constantinople, its religious condi-

tion in the fourth century, 196,

2S6, 3S7 sq.; its court influ-

ences, 191 S(i., 232 ; harassed

liy the Arians, 196 ; the second

General Council, 275, 281, 284,

387 ; the council's anathemas,

284.

Consubstantial, belonging to the

Son, 192, 2S0, 281 ; and to the

Holy Spirit, 38 1.

Cornelius, Bishop of Kome, ban-

ished, 358.
Corybantes in Greek Mythology,

353-
Council of Nica^a, 258, 275 ; of

Constantinople, 275, 281, 284.

Creation of the world by God, 290,

303. 347. 356, 3^0. 424; of

angels and men, 360 sq., 383
S(i. 424 sq. ; of plasma, 3C0 ;

man's purpose in, 433.
Creed (Arian), issued at Ariminum,

492 ; at Seleucia, 192 ; at An-
tioch, 260.

Cross represented by Moses, 245.

Cynics, tlieir teaching, 288.

Cyprian, 269, 323.
Cyril, Alex., 213,

Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem, deposed
by Constanlius, 276 ; quoted,

213, 308.

Dajdalus, Gnossian choirs of, 298.

Damianus, Bishop of Rome, 199,

356, 443 ; excommunicates
Apollinarius, 199, 443.

Dead, their obsequies and treat-

ment, 234, 235, 421, 422 ; an-

nual memorials, 235 ; prayer

for their entry into bliss, 235,

244, 422 ; in unknown light,

225 ; not to be mourned for,

236 ; liappier out of llie world,

236 ; enter on a sense of Iiap-

piness, 236 ; have anticipations

of happiness and receive new
visions, 236, 244 ; precede the

living, 2C9, 280 their cultus

commenced in rhetoric, 268,

2S0, 422.

Death as regarded by Christians,

234 sq., 255, 26S ; not to be
feared in Christ, 268.

Degrees as applicable to Godhead,
260, 32S ; in tlie priesthood,

404, 459.
Delphian tripod silent on its own

fate, 353.
Democritus, 236.
Demophilus, Arian bisliop, ex-

pelled from the sec of Constan-
tinople, 378.

' Demosthenes, Prefect of Valcns,

I

411-413 ; Vicar of Pontus and
;

enemy of Gregory Nyssa, 460.
Dianius, Bishop of Cresarea, 265.
Dioca:sarea, Roman name of Naz-

'

ianzus, 187.

j

Direction of souls so difficult, 208
1

sq., 221.

Disciplina, penitential, 209 ; of the
! secret, 221, 258.

I

Divine nature eternal, 235 ; studies

I

for the Christian, 205, 266

;

judgments on disobedience,

248 sq.; are averted by re-

pentance, 250 sq. ; for the sake
of mercy, 252 ; judgments are

to be considered, 253 ; divine

tilings unchangeable and eter-

nal, 268.

Earthquakes, mystically applied,

325-
Easter, the day of the Resurrection,

203, 422, 423 ; great festival,

203, 36S, 422, 423 ; queen of

days, 263 ; the Lord's Passover,

I 423 ; oration on, 422 sq.

I
Eclectics, 213,

Economy, a certain reserve in

teaching, 247, 258, 287, 325,

I

381 ; its different theological

senses, 308.

Egypt, fertility and favour, 334 sq.

Egyptian idols destroyed, 308 ;

sailors addressed by Gregory,

334 sq.

Eleusius, Bishop of Cyzicus, 428 ;

Semi-Avian, Macedonian, and
yet much respected, 438.

Elias Cretcnsis, 213, 215, 226, 295,

301, 303, 315, 328, 357.
Emanation, as a theological term,

301, 379 ; Gnostic, 379.
Emmelia, mother of S. Basil, 398.
I'.noch desired to know God, 394,

395-.
Epiplianius apologises for Apolli-

narius, 437 ; quoted, 292, 30S.

Ephesus, council of, 308.

Epicurus, Athenian philosopher, 236,
288; his teaching, 288, 291.

Epiphany, different uses of the

word, 344.
Episco])al elections, 265, 2f>(', 271 ;

cciusecralion by three bishops,

267 ; office parental and spirit-

ual, 268.

Error, sources of, 213.

Essence, how predicated of the

Godhead, 279 sq., 301 sq.,

355 ; how different from Hy-
postasis, 279, 355.

Eternity of God, 347. 433, 424.
Eucharist, how honoured by the

faithful, 257 ; time and place

of mystery and inlcrcesuon,

263 ; how celebrated by Chcg-
ory the Elder, 263 ; action in

consecrating, 264 ; grief mod-
erated in the presence of, 257.

Euclides, 236.
luidoxius, rhetorician and friend of

Gregory Nazianzcn, 465.
Iv.dalius, succeeded Gregory at Na-

zianzus, 198, 201, 458, 461,

473. 474 ; cousin of Gregory
and Ca?sarius, 458; election

contested, 469, 474.
Eulogy, rules and conditions of,

230, 23S sq., 254, 268, 272.
Eunomian heresy, 196, 197, 280

sq.; opposed by Gregory, 280
sq.; whence and how devel-
oped, 2S2, 2S6,

Eunomians favoured in Constanti-
nople, 197 ; to be rcbaptised,

281 ; anathematised by the
council of Constantinople, 284 ;

Gregory's oration against, 284
sq.

Eunomius, Cappadocian Bishop of
Cyzicus, 281 ; some of his

arguments, 281, 292 ; retired

to Chalcedon, 281.

Eunuchs, their influence, 275, 342,

343 ; bribed against the
Church, 275 ; not meritorious
in their chastity, 242, 243

;

Chamberlains of Constanlius,

2;5 ; represent higher truths,

343. 344-
Euphrantes, Bishop of Tyana, 474.
Eupraxius, disciple of Eusebius Sam-

osata, 463.
Euripides, 353, 459.
Eusebius, Bishop of Cresarea, 194,

448 ; his character sketched,

405 ; made bisliop though un-
baptiscd layman, 265 ; ordains
S. Basil, 194; quarrels with S.

Basil, 194, 405 ; succeeded by
S. Basil, 266, 40S, 449 ; dies,

195, 408, 449 ; Gregory's letters

to, 448 sq.

Eusebius, Bishop of Samosata, 330 ;

champion of orthodoxy, 451 ;

assisted at S. Basil's conse-

cration, 330, 451 ; banished by
Valens, 463 ; ajipealcd to by
tlie two Gregories on behalf of

S. Basil, 451 ; Gregory's let-

ters to, 451, 462,
Eustalhius of Sebaste, deposed, 276,

284, 468 ; his heretical teach-

ing, 284, 438 ; shifting in opin-

ion and policy, 468.

Eutyches, his heretical teacliing,

2IO.

ICuzoius, fellow-student of Gregory
Nazianzen, 189.

Evil, its definilion, 347.
Exorcisni, medicine ('f, 369, 373.
Experience teaches caution, 2O7.

E^ekicl teaches warning to tlie

priests, 218, 219.
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FaiLli, a gift of baptism, 259.
Famine and pestilence, divine judg-

ments, 248 sq.

Fatherhood, in relation to the son,

306 ; in relation to the Trinity,

193, 212, 288, 301 sq., 336 sq.

Fasting before Easter, 371.
Faustinas, Bishop of Iconium, 238,

243 ; witness to Gorgonia's cure,

243-
Female modesty, prudence, orna-

ments, etc., 241, 257, 261.

Festivals for the remembrance of

God, 355 ; annual for the saints,

235, 269 ; of different kinds,

423-
Fire of eternal punishment, 373.
Fifth element suggested, 29T.

Flavian, Bishop of Antioch, 466.

Forbes, Bishop, 308.

Foretaste of glory felt now, 244 ; of

bliss in the place of waiting,

236.
Forgiving spirit, its power and bless-

ing, 262.

Fortune, Temple of, at Csesarea, de-

stroyed, 266.

Friends should have justice done

them, 238, 243 ; have one soul

in two bodies, 402.

Gabriel, 2og.

Generation of the Son, 283, 286,

301 sq., 310, 375 ; fear in using

the term, 375.
George of Capjiadocia, Arian in-

truder, 273 sq., 410 ; his con-

duct at Alexandria, 410 ; his in-

solence toward Athanasius, 274,

275, 410 ; deceived the emper-

or and was supported by him,

275 ; bribed heavily, 275 ; over-

ran Egypt and the East, 275,

410 ; was murdered at the deatli

of Constantius, yet not by Chris-

tians, 277.
George, deacon of Nazianzus, 470.

George, layman of Paspasus, sent to

Gregory Nazianzen, 474.
God, Trinity in Unity, 193, 259,

272, 273, 279, 280 sq., 288 sq.,

301 sq., 336, 347, 351 sq., 375,

442 ; Three in Properties, 405 ;

immeasurable, 260, 272, 273,

290,423 ; incorporeal, 291, 292;

infinite in all perfections, 345,

347, 423 ; in heaven and earth,

252, 388 ; cannot be Three, 322,

347, 405 ; rules the world in

I lis Providence, 248 sq.; can-

not be defined, 289, 290, 294,

296, 315, 423; the names of

His essence, 316 ; is beyond
reason, 290, 294 ; tills all things,

291 ; whether in place or out of

place, etc., 292; the form, what,

295 ; the council and essence,

295 ; the unbegotten, begotten

and Proceeding One in, 272,

273, 301 sq., 316, 320 ; whether
anarchia, monarch ia, or poly-

archia, 301 ; beyond the idea of

time, 30lj 346, 347 ; cannot do

evil, 313 ; not measured by
numbers, 326 ; not grasped Ijy

human speech or thought, 324,

325, 367; conclusions regarding,

281 sq., 288 sfj.; different terms
defined as belonging to, 2S0

;

philosophisings upon, 285 sq.;

conceived by the Greek mind,

319; loves purity and truth,

405 ; glory unapproachable,

223.

God, crucified, 433.
God's house of many mansions dis-

cussed, 283.
Gods in heathendom, whence de-

rived and how, 293 sq.

Gorgonia, sister of Gregory Nazian-
zen, 188, 201, 204 ; her husband
Alypius, two sons bishops and
three daughters, 238, 464

;

Faustinus, Bishop of Iconium,
her spiritual father, 238, 243 ;

trained in virtue at home, 239 ;

guide to her husband and ac-

tive in acts of piety, 240 sq.;

miracles related of her, 242,

243 ; obtains baptism for her
husband, 244 ; death at Iconi-

um and its scenes, 244 ; on the

roll of the saints, 254.
Greeks formed a conception of God,

319; believe in one godhead,

322 ; worship demons, 322,

354, 378 ; deify bad passions,

378 ; their mythologies, 353 ;

their mythical tales, 402.

Gregory (the Elder), Bishop of Nazi-

anzus, 187 ; belonged to the

sect of Hypsistarians or Hypsis-

tians, 187, 239, 254, 256 ; con-

verted through Nonna, his wife,

187, 239, 254, 256, 260 ; had
Gregory in his priesthood, 188

;

in his baptism was also or-

dained, 258, 259 ; always just

and liberal, 256, 260 sq.; his

pastoral fidelity in a woodland
rustic church, 259 sq. ; thought

worthy of miracles, 263 ; night-

ly austerities, 265 ; built the

Church of Nazianzus, 267 ; sul)-

scribed an Arian creed, but

apologised and drew back, 192,

260; had need of Gregory's re-

turn from Constantinople, 192,

204, 225 sq. ; has Gregory his

coadjutor at Nazianzus, 195,

204, 225, 245 sq. ; referred to

in Gregory's writings, 204, 230 ;

much revered by his son Greg-

ory, 204, 229 sq., 245 sq., 255
sq. ; resisted Julian, 265, 266;
saved Cccsarea from Julian,

266 ;
promoted the election of

S. Basil to Civsarea, 451 ; died,

195, 248, 254, 267, 376 ; was
forty-five years in the i)riest-

hood, 267 ; funeral oration pro-

nounced upon, 255 sq.

Gregory (the Younger) Bishop of

Nazianzus, his life, 187 sq. ;

father Gregory, mother Nonna,
sister Gorgonia, brother Ca^sa-

rius, 187 sq., 229 sq., 238 ; ded-
icated to the priesthood before
his birth, 188, 258 ; first edu-
cated at Csesarca, under Carte-
rius, 188, 231 ; his friendship

commenced with S. Basil, 188,

255 sq., 395 sq. ; went to

Alexandria and Athens, 189 ;

dedicated himself in a storm to

baptism, 189, 264; date of

baptism uncertain, 189 ; pro-
tected S. Basil at the Univer-
sity in Athens, 189, 400 ; un-
popular among the students,

196 ; his opinion of young Ju-
lian, 190, 227, 387 ; went to

Constantinople, 191, 232 ; had
a desire for solitude, 191, 206,

24S> 267, 453 ; studied Script-

ure with S. Basil, 192, 402,

472 ; sent a copy of Origen's
Philocalia to Theodore, Bishop
of Tyana, 192, 472 ; was in

Basil's monastery, 192, 194

;

returned to Nazianzus, 192,
200, 204, 225 sq.

; guided his

father from Arian ism, 192, 193,
260 ; was unwillingly ordained
to the priesthood, 193, 194,
204, 268 ; considered it an act

of tyranny, 207, 222 ; escaped
to Pontus, but returned to

Nazianzus, 193, 204 sq., his

first sermon there, 193, 204 sq.,

227 sq. ; writes on the priestly

office, 194, 200, 204, 208 sq.
;

aids his father against Julian,

194 ; Vicar-General under his

father, 226, 245, 406 ; recon-

ciled Basil and Eusebius Cae-

sarea, 195, 405, 408 ; promoted
Basil's election at Cresarea,

195, 268, 449 sq., 462 ; unwill-

ingly consecrated to Sasinia by
Basil, 195, 268, 453 ; feeling

against Basil, 195, 453 ; re-

sisted by Anlhimus, 195, 245,

454 ; made coadjutor to his

father at Nazianzus, 195, 225,

245 sq., set free at his father's

death, 195 ; preached his

father's funeral oration, 195,
254 sq. ; withdrew to Seleucia,

196 ; called to Constantinople,
and his work there, 196, 197,
385 sq., 471 ; was unpopular,

198, 329, 471 ; proposed to

leave, 198, 3S5 ; enthroned by
Theodosius the Emperor, 198,

37^' 3^5 ; president of the

Second Ecumenical Council,

198, 385 ; resigned the presi-

dency, 198, 385, 469 ; retired

to Nazianzus, 198, 26S, 461,

469, 473> 475 ; then to Arian-
zus, 198. 422, 473 ; his death,

199, 422 ; his dates, 188, 192,

193, 196, 204, 281, 376. 422 ;

was opposed to Episcopal sy-

nods, 478 ; wrote against tlic

military tax, 466 ; his usual

titles, 187, 280 ; his appear-

ance and character, 199 sq.
j
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felt liimself unfit to rule, 207,
222 ; bequeathed his property
to the poor, 200 ; had charge
of Ca^sarius' property for the

same, 464, 465 ; his writings

and its literature, 200, 201 ; as

a teacher on the Incarnation,

193. 197. 199. 279 sq., 390;
as a teacher on the Trinity,

197 sq., 280 sq. ; opposed to

the Eunoniians and Macedo-
nians, 280 ; persecuted by the

Arians, 329 sq., 460 ; early

collections of letters from him
and Basil, 477 ; Theological
Orations, 280 sq. ; Funeral
orations on his father, 195,

254 sq. ; on Gorgonia, 238 sq.
;

on Cresarius, 195. 230 sq. ;

Orations on the Theophany,

344 sq. ; on the Holy Lights
and Baptism, 352 sq. ; on Pen-
tecost, 378 sq. ; on returning to

Nazianzus from Pontus, 193,
204 sq. , 227 sq. ; on leaving

Constantinople, 385 sq. ; sy-

nopsis of the Theological ora-

tions, 282, 284.
Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, Cappa-

docian, 187, 459 ; induced
Gregory to go to Sasima, 245 ;

professor of rhetoric, 459 ; was
in Basil's monastery, then con-

secrated to Nyssa, 459, 460 ;

Gregory Nazienzen, letters to,

459 ; quoted, 239, 254, 308.
Gregory the Great, borrowed from

Gregory Nazienzen for his work
on the priesthood, 194, 200, 208.

Gregory, deacon, friend of Gregory,

200.

Gregory, Arian, nominated for Alex-
andria, 273.

Grief moderated before the Eucha-
rist.^257.

Gyges, King of Lydia, 402.

Ilabakkuk denouncing wickedness,

217.

IIar\'est, picture of an unseasonable,

249.
Heavenly glory and blessedness,

239, 240 ; One to all, 331.
Helladius, Bishop of Csesarea, ac-

cuses Eulalius of heresy, 469,

474, 475-
ITeraclitu.s, 236.
Heretics oppressed the Catholics,

406 sq.

Hermaphrodite god of Marcion,

320.
Hermits, and how related to Coeno-

bites, 211.

Heron, philosopher, 236.
Hesiod, 256.
Hippocrates, 210.

History a guide to conduct, 227.
Holy Ghost, in relation to the Trin-

ity. i93i 301 s'l-. 381 ;
is Ciod,

247, 318, 321, 382 ; His ema-
nation and emissicm, 301 ; by
procession, 301,320; the Para-

clete, 327 ; as related to Christ

and no strange god interpo-

lated, 318, 327, 3S4 ; reser\-e

in teaching His divinity, 247,
381, 382 ; an oljject of direct

worship, 318, 321, 3S2 ; as an-

other comforter, 3S3 ; not a

creature, 319, 321, 38 1 sq. ;

blasphemy against, 327 ; a gift

in confirmation, 327 ; the guide
of life, 245 ; as taught by Greg-
ory, 2S3, 2S4, 3S0 sq. ; shares

with tlie Son in creation and
resurrection, 3S4 ; beyond the

idea of time, 301, 318 ; theo-

logical oration upon, 318 sq.

Holy Lights, oration upon, and its

date, 351 sq.

Homreon, Acacian, 275.
Homceousion, Arian, 275.
Ilomo-ousion, Catholic, 275, 280.

Hope greater than our deserts, 237 ;

one for all, 331, 332.
Horse-racing, 343, 392, 400.
Hosea, teaching on false teachers,

217.
Hospitality a Christian duty, 241.
Human nature, how related to evil

and good, 207.
Humanity of Christ, false teaching

upon, 198.

Hypostatis, theological term de-

fined, 279, 280, 301 sq., 355,
391-

Hypsistarians or Hypsistians, 187,

254 ; were they idolaters, 239,
256 ; tenets professed once by
Gregory the Elder, 187, 239,

254, 256 ; their tenets, 256.

Idolaters of Egypt, 335, 353; of

Grecian mythologies, 353 ; how
they developed their ideas,

293 ; fled from Gregory the

Elder, 239.
Illumination of baptism, 212.

Illustrations, imperfect and danger-
ous, 328.

Immaculate conception of Mary un-
known, 349.

Immortality, 296, 297.
Impossibilities in God, 312, 313.
Incarnation of Christ true and com-

plete, 198, 199, 308, 338, 349,

439 s^- 5 "ol- '' mere grace, 440 ;

depraved by heresies, 210 ; for

what purpose to humanity, 210,

440, 441 ; for the second Adam,
309 S(i., 348, 425 ; through

the human soul, 210, 440, 441

;

ApoUinarian, against, 198.

Infinity as seen in God, 347.
Instinct, so powerful in brutes, 297.
Instruction easy on the pure mind,

213 ; difficult on the im]nne
and on false teaching, 213, 214.

Intercession, pul^lic, 243, 254, 263 ;

parental, 230-232, 240, 254 ;

allowed to the deceased, 253-
256, 268 ; mingling with the

sacred rites, 263.

Jerome at Constantinople, 198

;

<luoted, 344, 353.

Jerusalem, the heavenly, 239, 240.

Jew did not pronounce God's name,

315.
Jewish sacrifices and offerings, 426,

427.

Job, an example of suffering, 275.
Joel, on penitence,

John the Baptist as Christ's fore-

runner, 270, 357.
John Chrysostom, 379.
Jonah, as messenger to Nineveh,

225, 226.

Jovian, the Emperor, 197, 223, 279,
283 ;

pious and gentle, 279 ;

recalls Athanasius and receives

a synodal letter, 278, 279.
Judaism, its poverty in theology,

212.

Judgments, divine, 248, 249 ; their

causes to be considered, 253,
254.

Julian, Emperor, contemporary of

Gregory Nazianzen, 188, 457 ;

his character and aims, 190,

200, 233, 265 ; Gregory's opin-

ion of him, 190, 277, 387 ; the

apostate, 265 ; made Emperor,

194, 265, 457 ; undermined
Christianity, 194, 233, 265, 277,

457 j apparently impartial, 197,

233, 265 ; of unhappy memory,

233 ; tried to seduce Cresarius,

194, 233, 457 ; threatened Nazi-

anzus, 194, 265 ; threatened all

opposing him, 194, 233, 265 ;

persuaded by cruelty, 233, 265 ;

incensed at tlie Ca^sarea elec-

tion, 266 ; was cruel to the

Catholics, 267, 386, 387 ; re-

newed the military tax, 466 ;

was defeated and slain, 194,

279, 387 ; incidents of his

death, 200.

Kiss of peace, how guarded, 257.
Knowledge, man's advance in, 348,

354-
Kronos in Greek mythology, 353.

Labyrinth of Crete, 403.
Lavers at church doors for ablu-

tions, 396.
Law, the, its spiritual purpose, 427,

433-
Leaven, why cast out, 428.

Legal prefiguring the Christian, 352,

375-
Lent, the fast of forty days, 371.

Leo, 308.
Leontius, Bishop of Ccesarea, 258,

259-
Leuenclavius, 311.
Liddon, 213.
Light is in God and in other beings,

361 ; as related to baj)tism, 212,

258, 352, 359 sq-, 368, 373 s'l-

"Like" in godiiead, a term of

semi-Arianism, 275.
Life, short, sometimes a blessing,

210; short always compared
with eternity, 235, 255 ; and
death in succession, 268.
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Little tilings made honourable, 330
sq.

IJturgical forms, 257, 267, 407.
Liturgy, 267, 407 ; of St. Basil and

of St. Chrysosloni, 407.
Loaves, basket of pure white,

crossed in blessing, 264.
Logos in relation to God, 316, 320.
Low Sunday, how named in the

fourth century, 264.

Lucius intruded at Alexandria, 329.

IMansel, 379.
Marriage, good one is God's gift,

256 ; forms the closest union,

258.
Martyrdom not to l;c sought, 397 ;

nearly attained by S. Uasil,

413-.
Martyrs in Pontus, 397.
Matter not eternal, 291.
Melchisedec, a type made good in

Christ, 317, 345 ; patristic in-

terpretation, 345.
Meletius, Bishop of Antioch, pre-

sided at Second Ecumenical
Council, and died, 198.

Men, different classes to be differ-

ently dealt with, 211.
Methodius, 225.
Micah's argument against false

teachers, 217.
Midas, tale of, 402.
Ministry required in the Church,

205.
Minos, King of Crete, 403.
Miracles in God's Providence, 242 ;

connected with Gregory the
Elder, 263, 267 ; connected
v>'ith Gorgonia, 242 sq.

Mixing wine and water, 214.
Models by examples, 207, 240 sq.,

256 sq. ; difficulty of being
such, 208.

Molione, sons of, 403.
Monarchia as related to God, 301,

322, 347-
Monasteries of Egypt and the The-

baid, 274.
Monastic communities in Egypt,

274 ; rule of S. Antony, 270 ;

rule of S. Basil, 191, 405, 415,
468.

Money applied by S. Nonna, 261.
Monks as related to Coenobites and

hermits, 211, 270; the over-
zealous j)art of Ckegory's
church, 260, 276 ; their influ-

ence, 455 ; their share in Epis-
copal elections, 266 ; called

Nazarites, 266, 394, 405 ; at

Nazianzus o]5posed their Bish-
op's Arianism, 192 ; received
Athanasius in exile, 274, 275 ;

were received by Basil into
cells, 415, 459.

Mono-ousion, 280,
Montant, 211.

Montanus, PJirygian enthusiast and
heretic, 333.

Mother of God, its legitimate mean-

MoUirners, comfort to Christian,

235 sq., 255, 267 sq,

Mozley, 347.
Mysteries, the great, related to

Christ's sacrifice, 223 ; how
performed in the fourth cen-
tury, 263 ; celebrated by the
priest, 263 ; Grecian and Egyp-
tian, 353.

Mystery, clnistian use of the word,
203 ;

" time of the mystery,"

263 ; of human life, 240.
Mystic numbers, 379, 428.

Name of Christ, its power, 222.

Nature, used as to God, 28 ; the

first nature, 293 ; two natures,

in one Person by the Incarna-

tion, 338 ; Manicha:an differ-

ences of, 341.
Nazianzus, called DiocKsarea by

the Romans, 187 ; maintained
the faith, 194 ; suffered from a

plague of hail, 247 ; was a

small poor place, 330, 346 ;

had church built by Gregory,

267 ; was to lose its civil rights,

479-
Neale and Littledale, 373.
Ncctarius, catechumen, elected

Bishop of Constantinople, 198,

469 ; Gregory's letters to, 201,

438, 469 sq.

Nestorius' teaching, 210, 308.
Newman, 270, 279.
Nica:a, shaken by earthquake, 229,

234, 458 ; Council of, 258, 275 ;

council of men united by the
Holy Ghost, 273.

Nicetas, 203, 204, 347, 349, 379,
423, 427.

Nicobulus, Gregory's nephew, 464,

476, 477 ;
jiublished a cullee-

tion of Basil and Gregory's let-

ters, 477.
Night hours of prayer at Constan-

tinople, 287, 382.
Nonna, wife of Gregory the Elder,

and mother of Gregory Nazian-
zen, Cjcsarius and Gorgonia,

187, 195, 204, 230, 239 ; charac-

ter sketched by Gregory, 230
sq., 239, 256 sq., 261; had pray
erful care of her children, 230-

232, 2C4 ; aided in her lius

band' s conversion. 187, 239.
luis-254, 258 ; survived her

band, 254 ; received Crcsarius'

honoureil remains, 234 ; a good
partner to Gregory the Elder,

256, 257, 260 ; sought piety for

ornament, 257 ; her reverence
for holy things, 257, 261 ; liber-

ality to the poor, 261 ; interced-

ing for her husband's recovery,

263 ; miraculous feeding in a
vision, ^64 ; dies, 195.

Notus, author of Sabellianism, 350.
Novatian, a priest, friend of Nova-

tus, intruded at Rome, 333,
358.

Novatian heresy, 196, 197, 333, 358,

359-

Novatians at Constantinople, 197,

359 ; violent at Rome, 333 ;

called themselve."; Cathari or
Puritans, 333, 358.

Novatus, heretic, first rebelled
against his Bishop S. Cyprian,

333. 358.
Numbers, honours to, 379 sq., 428.

Oecumenius, 345.
Olympius, governor of Cappadocia

Secunda, 437 ; correspondent
of Gregory, 437 sq. ; letters to,

^ 445. 477. 4/8, 479» 480, 481.
Orders, minor, 271.
Ordination, hov/ a mystery, 203.
Orestes and Pylades, 402.
Origen, as a Commentator, 192 ; his

PJiilocalia, 192, 472 ; not Arian,

192 ;
quoted, 215, 225.

Ornaments, female, 241, 257, 26r,

476.
Orthodox persecuted by Constan-

tins, 274, 275 ; by Julian, 267,
386, 387-

Painters by words, 207, 272.
Painting the human face, 24I, 257,

261.

Paradise of Eden interpreted, 348.
Parties in teaching, 215, 279.
Pasclia explained, 426.
Passover explained for Christians,

426 sq.

Pastoral care requires good judg-
ment, 210-212.

Paul, the Apostle, his life and teach-

ing, 215-217 ; in the Third
Heaven, 295, 338.

Paulinus, Bishop of Antioch, 443,
469.

Pegasus, tale of, 402.
Pelops in Greek mythology, 353.
Pentecost, festival of, 368 ; oration

on, 378 sq. ; the coming of the

Spirit, 380 sq.

People, uneducated, should leave
deep questions, 229.

Person, defined in theology, 355, 391

;

three in one Godhead, 272, 273,

353 ; their relations, 288, 355.
Petavius, 208, 2tO, 212, 279, 301,

306, 308, 311, 315, 405.
Peter, Bishop, expelled from Alex-

andria, 329 ; sent Bishop to

place Maximus at Constanti-

nople, 334.
Philosophizings aliout God, the

world, etc., 2S5-2S8.
Philosophy as understood by the

fathers, 205.
Philagrius, Cappadocian consul in

Alexandria, 277.
Photinus and his heresy, 334.
Physicians of soul and body com-

pared, 208-210.
Pindar, 262, 402.
Pious are sensitive as to truth, 213.
Plato and his archetypal forms, 23O,

2S8 ;
quoted, 205, 225, 289,

292.
Pliny, 402.

Pnciuiialoinachi, 283, 284, 38 1.
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Polyarchia as to Goil, 301.
Prayer for Crcsarius after death,

235 ; and for Gorgonia, 244

;

the time and place for prayer

set, 257, 371 ; houses of, 371
sq.

Priest, set apart from the people,

221.

Priestly office, how so important,

208-210; its duties and difli-

cultics, 208 sq., 255, 404 ; its

responsibility, 220 ; reproached
in the bad, 221, 271, 357 ;

cither authority or service, 229,

271 ; respected in the worthy,

257. 223, 357, 413 ;
prepara-

tions for, 259, 261, 271, 404

;

reached by training, 404.
Priests, Jewish, reproved, aig

;

Christian, their rules, 219 ;

made a living sacrifice, 223,

271 ; consecrated, 223 ; in-

truded priests unworthy and
insolent, 271 ; bad, have more
need to offer for themselves,

271.
Procession of the Holy Ghost, 273,

284 ; from the Son, 284 ; dou-
ble procession, 356.

Proclus, 213.
Procopius, Prefeclus urbi at Con-

stantinople, 478.
Properties of Godhead, 405.
Prophecy, none of itself from an

oracle, 353.
Prophets, their teaching applied,

217 sq.

Providence directs all, 248 sq.

Psalter chanted, 242, 394, 412 ; on
Gorgonia's dying lips, 244;
thundering roll of, 412.

Ptolemreus, 236.

Punisliment of the ungodly, 244.
Purity necessary for conceiving di-

vine truths, 213, 285 sq., 288,

354) 355'
Pyrrho, 236, 272.
I^thagoras and his discipline for ini-

tiation, 288; taught mystic
numbers, 379.

Rank gained by good service, 205

.

Reformation, a part of repentance,
j

250 sq.
I

Regeneration, a gift of cleansing

!

and perfection, 244, 258 ; from I

the Holy Spirit, 244 ; a seal or

a gift of grace, 244 ; by the

water and the spirit, 258.
Repentance, to meet God's judg-

ments, 250 ; joined with refor-

mation of life, 250, 254 ; as a
public act and its philosophy,

252.
Reserved sacrament, 243.
Responsive service, 257.
Resurrection, celebrated on Easter,

203 ; great moral and spiritual

!

power, 203, 235 sq.; given to

the dead, 236 ; completion to

the Blessed, 236, 237 ; pictured
by Gregory, 236 sq.

Retirement, its purpose to Basil,

191.

ReynoKls, 327.
Rhadamaiilhus, King of Lycia, 403,
Rhea in Greek mythology, 353.
Rich and people equal in bai'lism,

etc., 369.
Rule difficult but necessary, 207,

214 ; rule and service unite,

336.

Sabellianism, 197, 212, 259, 273,

279. 312, 320, 336, 350, 355 ;

atheistic, 212; how suspected,

279 ; condemned at Rome, Ni-

ca^a, and Constantinojilo, 350.

Sabellius, heretic, 212, 320, 333,

350. 355.
Sacrament, reserved, 243 ; anti-

types of the Lord's Body and
Blood, 243 ; change in cus-

toms from Christ's, 371 ; how
celebrated in Gregory's lime,

371-
, . ,

Sacramental blood mixed with blood
of massacre, 329.

Sacrifice of Christ, 203, 223 ; of

self, 203, 223 ; of a contrite

heart, 247 ; of praise, 247.
Sadducees denied the spiritual

world, 319.
Salamander, talc of, 402.

Salt, pledge of fidelity, 239, 257.
Sanctuary, equivalent to sacrament,

271 ; profaned by Christians,

206, 271 ; for different orders

of clergy, 404, 412 ; its order

and dignity, 412,

Sarcolaters, 441.

Sasima, described, Gregory's dio-

cese, 195 ; resigned by Gicg-

ory, 268 ; filled by Eulalius,

199, 2or.

Satan, as Lucifer, fell, 347 ; how to

be defeated, 362, 363.

Schaff, 281, 320, 334, 344.
Schism, threatened at Nazianzus and

healed by Gregory, 192 ; as

seen in Constantinople, 197.

Schools of philosopliy, etc., 236,

Scripture, its silence, 324, 327.

See, suffragan, 266.

Seleucia, Council at, Arian, 192,

269, 275.
Self-examination, for amendment

and forgiveness, 253, 254.
Semi-.\rian party, 192, 197 ; allied

with Macedonians, 197 ; their

terms for covering heresy, 275.

Severity, uncliurchlike, 359.
Sextus Empiricus, sceptical teacher,

272.

Simonians, Gnostic sect, 379.
Sin, confessed for removal, 209

;

the destruction of the soul, 268 ;

actual and potential, 351, 425.

Sinlcssness is divine alone, 252.

Siricius, Bishop of Rome, 368.

Socrates, history, 192, 234, 272,

284, 330.
Solitary life, its benefit to S. Basil,

19X, 192, 206.

Son in relation to Trinity, 193, 212,

301 sq., 343, 349 ; the Only
Begotten, 212, 301 sq., 316 ;

how named in Scripture, 307,

349; as Incarnate, 30I sq.

,

309 sq., 349; subject to the

Father, 311 ; the second Adam,
309, 349 ; His obedience, 311 ;

Logos, Ratio, Sermo, \'erbum,

31G ; in relation to the Father,

3of'. 343-
Sophocles, 318.

Sophronius, Cappadocian Prefect of

Constantinople, 464 ; letters to,

464, 467, 477.
Soul, its quality as from God and

united to tlie body, 208 ; of

great value, 210 ; responsibility

of guiding, 208 sq., 221 ; dif-

ferent from spirit, 356 ; at

death has sense of happiness,

236 ; may then have fuller

knowledge, 244, 245.
Souls, the direction of, the art of

arts, 20S ; laid bare for cure,

208, 209 ; one soul in two
bodies, 402.

Sozomcn, 234.
Spiritual pride and worldliness, 221.

Slate of life no barrier to godliness,

240.

Statues in church, 267.

Stoics, their teaching, 288.

Studies of Basil and Gregory, 192,

231 ; ancient course of, 231.

Suiccr, 206, 426.

Suidas, 344, 349, 426.

Sun as an image of God, 300.

Supreme Being, God, 213.

Swainson, 350.

Swete, 301, 356.
Sycamore culture, 384.
Symmachus, 3S4.

Synesius, 425.
Synods, the age of, under Constan-

tius, 192.

Table, the vencral)le, 257 ; the pro-

fane or unholy, 257 ; the lioly,

261, 413 ; table of God for the

offerings to God, 412 ; holy

table a place of sanctuary, 413.

Taming of animals, 214-

Tantalus, tlic Greek myth of, 368.

Teacher must be pure, 207 sq., 214 ;

rTot sclf-api)ointed, 215.

Teaching religious truth by degrees,

215 ; not by the unfit, 215.

Temple, man a living, 241.

Terms used once and disused, 210.

Ter-sanclus, 347, 351.

Thekla, virgin saint of Seleucia,

275.
Theocritus, 205.

Theodore, Bishop of Mopsucstia,

474-
Theodore, Bishop of Tyana, 192,

474 ; native of Arianzus, 471 ;

friend of Gregory Nazianzen,

192, 471, 473. 474.
Theodoret, 234, 272, 329, 345.

Thcodosius, Catiiolic emperor, 196 ;

deprived the Arians, 198 ; sum-
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moned the Second Ecumenical
Council, 284; made (Iregoiy

archbislioii, 378 ; restored the

cliurchcs to the orthodox, 389 ;

was for peace, 466 ; by edict,

A.D. 384-385, withdrew all

clerics from the civil courts, 470.
Theology, various meanings of the

word, 326 ; necessary study,

212 ; depraved by Atheism,
Judaism, Polytheism, 212.

Theophany, name for Epiphany,

344 ; applied to Cliristmas,

344, 345 ; also to Christ's bap-

tism, 351 ; oration on, when
delivered, 344.

Tlicos (deos), its radical meaning,

316.
Theosebia, sister of Gregory Nyssus,

461 ; letter of condolence on
her death, 461, 462.

Thomas Aquinas, 290, 308, 322,

347. 405-
Tillcmont, 215.
Tischendorf, 323.
Touto-ousion, 280.

Trees, the two in Eden, 348, 354,

425.
Trutli, Christian, taught by de-

grees, 215.
Tyana, capital of Cappadocia Se-

cunda, 187, 195.

Ullman, 192, 193, 239, 281, 356,

357, 437-

Unbegotten One, the, 212, 272, 273,

304, 305. 316, 325, 391-
Uninitiated, tlie, 206.

Unity, in tlie Godhead, 193, 212,

270, 322, 323 ; in doctrine and
office, 271.

University life pictured, 190, 400,
402.

Unmarried, a higher state than
married, 240.

Valens, Emperor, an Arian, 195,

197, 387, 405, 460 ; oppressed
the Catholics, 197, 387, 410,

460, 462 ; divided Cappadocia,

195, 245, 410; ordered eighty

priests to be murdered, 330,

410 ; had a form of Christian-

ity, 387, 410 ; opposed and other

Catholics, 410 sq.; was awed
by Basil in Church, 412 ;

favoured Caesarius, 458; abol-

ished the military tax, 466 ; his

dates, 233.
Valentinus, Egyptian heretic, 320,

333, 379-
Vanity of human life and its con-

ditions, 235, 236.

Ventriloquists, 214.

Verianus, citizen of Nazianzus, 480 ;

letters to, 481.

Virginity, compared with marriage,

341. 349- 365 I favoured by
Basil, 415 ; honoured even in

baptism, 365, 394.

Virgins, outraged at Alexandria by
the Arians, 329.

Vitalius or Vitalis, ApoUinarian
Bishop of Antioch, 443 j de-

ceived Damasus at Rome, vis-

ited Nazianzus, was convicted

by Paulinus, 443.

Wealth, the best, is good example,

241.
Wine and water mixed, 214.

Witnesses, the passage in i John v.,

7, 8, discussed, 323.
Wizards, 214.
Woman, not always a help-meet,

257-
Word of God, 355 ; the name re-

vered, 337, 355.
Wordsworth, 310.

Worlds, visible and invisible, 212 ;

when created, 212, 345, 347;
created by God, 290, 303, 347 ;

filled with created life, 296 sq.;

adapted by divine wisdom, 347,

395 sq.

Wrongs done and punished, 253,

254.

Zechariah denounces the priests,

218.

Zeus in Greek mythology, 353.
Zeuxippus, an uncertain allusion to,

331-
Zonaras, 426.
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