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At a joint meeting of the members of the Session

and Corporation of the Presbyterian Church in
Albany, 24th Sept. 1808. |

WHEREAS a considerzble number of persons who
attended divine worship in this Church, on the day
last appointed by the General Assembly of our
Church, to be observed as a day of Humiliation,
Fasting and Prayer, have expressed their wishes that
application should be made to the Rev. Mr. Romeyn,
for a copy of the Sermons preached by him, on that
day, for publication—~Thereupon,

Resolved, That Doct. #i!/ard and Mr. Beers, be
a committee to request the Rev. John B. Romeyn to
furnish a copy of his Sermons; preached on  the last
fast day, for publication ; and, that the said commit-
tee cause the same to be published, in such a way as
they may think proper.

ABRAHAM EIGHTS, Moderator.
Perer Bovp, Clerk.



ADVERTISEMENT'.
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T e following Sermons do not appear in print, ex-
actly as they were delivered.  Indeed they could not ;
for a part of the second was not written at full length,
No material alteration has, however, been made, eith.
er in the arrangement or sentiments. The latter,
for the sake of perspicuity, have been enlarged in
some parts. Could the author have finished his o-
riginal design, he would have preached three discour-
ses on the subject, but his health would not permit,
This has rendered, in the publication of the two, an
Appendix necessary, as well for the mare full illus-
tration of his sentiments, as for the quatation of his au-
thorities. Irom several writers he has made large
extracts for the sake of such of his readers as might
not have them, or could not readilv obtain them.

To the despisers of Prophecy, if any such should
be tempted ta turn over these pages, he is aware that
what is advanced on this subject will appear ridicu-
lous. To them, however, he would say, as Sir Isaac.
Newton did of Christianity to the celebrated Dr.
Hally, the astronomer, who was an infidel : ¢ You
shenld not talk of Prorrecy, for you have not
studied it. I have, and I am certain you know noth.-
ing of the matter.”’

Some who reverence prophecy are disposed to
discourage every attempt to apply it to the times in
which we live. Such may, perhaps, consider the
present one, rash and unwarrantable ; but they would
do well to bear in mind what Bishop Hurd says on this
very point :—¢ It being then necessary that prophecy
should, from the first, convey some hight to us, and
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time having new very much increased that light, it fol-
lows that men may, excuseably, employ themselves in
- studying and contemplating even unfulfilled prophe-
cies. They may conjecture, modestly, of points
which time has not vet revealed ; but they should in
no case pronounce confidently, or decide dogmatic.-
ally upon them. It seems, therefore, to be going
~ too far to pass an indiscriminate censure on all those
- who have proposed their thoughts on the sense of
prophecies not yet completed, though it be ever so
clear that a wrong construction has been made of
them.”’*

The description given of the Catholic Church, and
the expressions used concerning her members, will,
‘no doubt by many, be considered as illiberal, and
the effusions of mere bigotry. 'The author, howev-
er, disclaims the charge totally. He has said w~o
MoRE than what the best informed and most pious
Protestant writers have advanced at different times
since the reformation, and what the conduct of the
Roman Catholics, at different times, completely
proves. This will be seen in the Appendix. |

The conjectures started concerning the revival of
popery, and other subjects connected with it, may
prove, m the 1ssue, crroneous. The moral and reli-
gious truths, howecver, advanced and enforced, are
those of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and deserve se-
rious consideration in the present awful crisis.

'The Sermons, such as they are, would not have
secn the light, had it not been that the author is on
the eve of leaving a congregation to which he feels
warmly attached. Under such circumstances, the

* Hurd on Prophecy, Vol. 2, p. 70. 5th ed.
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request made for publication, could not well be de-
clined by him. To this congregation he inscribes
these Sermons, as a small memorial of his respect
and affection. He wishes it was one of more du-
rable materials, for he has not the vanity to imag-
ine this production will survive the moment which
gave it birth. But, whatever may be its fate,
whilst his heart beats, he will ever sympathize with
the people to whom 1t is addressed, in all the varieties
of their state, and warmly remember them in prayer
to that glorious and holy being, who is their God and
his God—their Father and his Father,
Albany, October 41/, 1808,



SERMON L.

Isatan xxvi, 20~=21;

Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers and shut thy
doors about thee : hide thyself; as it were for a little moment,
until the indignation be overpast : for behold the Lord com-
eth out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for
‘their iniquity : the earth also shall disclose her blood and
shall no more cover her slain,

T ue government of God soothes the distress of all
believers, and excites hope in their bosoms under the
beaviest calamities. His throne is their refuge to
which they fly in every dark season, secure of pro-
tection and assistance. ¢ Aflliction cometh not forth
of the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the
ground,”* but both happen by his appointment aud
are under his direction. He doeth all his pleasure in
the armies of Heaven and ameng the inhabitants of
the earth, as Lord God Omnipctent, whose hand none
can stay, and to wliom none can say, what doest thou.}
For this, the earth is called upon by the psalmist to
rcjoice, and the multitude of isles to be glad there-
of.f His administration, though it may often appear
exceptionable to our limited views, 1s worthy of
himself. It is like his nature, holy, just and good ;
void of defect——yea of the shadow of defect.

Over his church he exercises especial care, and to
the promotion of her interest he bends the various
movements of men and dispensations of his provi-
dence.  Not but that he suffers her to be persecuted,

*Jobv. 6. t Dan. iv. 35. } Ps. xcvii. 1.
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and to undergo heavy calamities. From these, how-
ever, he eventually extricates her ; supporting her un.-
d=+ them whilst they last, and enabling her to profit by
.1em when they are over. On her enemies he looks
with holy displeasure, and for their wickedness he
will visit them most awfully. He may bear with
them a while—permit them to oppress his heritage
and triumph over his cause. But, they are only
ripening for destruction—preparing for themselves
the overflowing of his wrath. Ide will come in his
own good season, out of his place, to punish them
for their iniquity, and to make inquest for the blood
they have shed unrighteously. At such times it is
the duty of his people to retire from the storm, and
flee to their hiding-place, their sanctuary, that they
may be preserved from ruin. To this line of con.
duct they are directed, in the words of the text, which
form the conclusion of a svblime song of praise to
God, commemorative of his mercy and grace towards
Zion, that strong city, whose walls and bulwarks are
salvation.

What subject, my hearers, can be more suitable
for us than this, assembled as we are, ¢ to beseech
the ruler of the universe that, for Christ’s sake, he
would be pleased to avert the calamities with which
wve are threatened : that he would restore harmony to
the contending nations of the world : that he would
pour out his spirit on our own churches more gener-
ally and abundantly : bless the efforts that are making
to christianize the heathen, and to extend the bles.
sings of the gospel to the destitute inhabitants of our
land.”’ ¥

* The words used by the General Assembly.
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The crisis we have rcached is awful. It involves
in it every thing that can alarm our fears or excite
our prayers. It becomes us steadily to view it ;
to examinc it, in its various aspects, with care ; not
to shrink from:it or drive it from our minds. Thus
we shall be able to ascertain our duty, as christians,
under presert circumstasnces.  Let us then,

1. Investigate the fact stated inthe text, and ascer-
tain how far it 1s applicable to the present times :

II. Dlustrate the exhortation given; and enforce
it. by way of improvement, on the present solemn oc-
casion.

The field of discussion before usis wide ; the sub.-
jects to be handled are various. Many of them have
been brought into view, again and again, as matters
of political speculation. My design is, to consider
them in their connexion with religion, and, by the
gospel, to examine them. Your patient and candid
attention is solicited, to whatever may be offered.

1. The fact stated in the textis first expressed
by one word, viz. ‘“the indignation,’’ and then more
fully explained by what follows : ¢ the Lord cometh
out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth
for their iniquity : the earth also shall disclose her
blood, and shall no more cover her slain.”’* In these
words, ¢ there is an obvious allusion to a prince,
¢ whose proper place of residence is his palace, from
 whence, 2t certain times, he makes excursions, to

* This appears from the connexion, and the language used,
to be more natural, than to make ¢ the indignation” refer to the
persecution of God’s people by tyrants, and ¢ the Lord’s com-
ing out of his place,” to his judgment on those tyrants. See
Calvin on the text, and Poole in his Annotations.

B
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¢ inspect the state of his kingdom, to examine into
““ the conduct of his subjects, and to dispense among
‘“ them, rewards and punishments, according to their
““ deserts. Thus the Lord is said to come forth
“ from heaven, his holy place, to give glorious de-
‘‘ monstration of his mercy, in preserving and bles-
‘¢ sing his people, and rich displays of his righteous-
‘“ ness when he proceeds to punish the inhabitants
¢ of the earth for their iniquity.>*

‘The persons here intended are, doubtless, the
encmies of the Church'; not so much individually,
~as in their collective capacity, consisting of private
members and rulers of a nation. ‘The iniquity to be
punished, was their treachery and perfidy, their bar-
barity and cruelty, exercised towards his servants,
whom they counted as sheep for the slaughter, and
whose blood they shed in the most wanton manrer.
Such enormous transgressions—such outrages upon
every principle of equity and humanity, must, sooner
‘or later, meet with a righteous retribution. ' ¢ Tho?
hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpunish.
ed ;1 for, verily, there is a God who judgeth in the
earth. He may, for a while, suspend their punish-
‘ment ; but, in the end, will cause his vengeance to
overwhelm them. They may, as individuals, indeed
escape in this life, but in that which is to come they
shall assuredly meet their doom. In their collective
capacity, however, as public bodies, they will be vis-
ited with times of vengeance, in this world ; for, as
such, they will not exist in eternity.

The history of mankind abundantly and irrefutably
proves the truth of scripture, that no people who

* Macculloch on Isaiah. 1 Prov, xi. 21.
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exalted themselves against God, ever prospered.
'The cities of the plain he turned into ashes, ‘¢ con.
demning them with an overthrow, making them an
ensample to those that after should live ungodly.”*
The Amorites, who inhabited the land of Canaan,
when their iniquity was full, were cut off with an
awful destruction ; so that but few were left to tell
the tale of their calamity. Egypt, Assyria and Ba.
bylon, in their turn, persecuted his people to gratify
their ambition, and blasphemed his name to ex-
alt their idols ; and, in their turn, they have perish-
ed, as monuments of his indignation. Inlater times,
how fearfully did he punish the Roman empire, and
bring to an untimely end, with dreadful marks of his
anger, the mad tyrants who appressed his heritage !
¢ They who insulted over the Divinity,* says the el-
oquent Lactantius, *lie low ; they who cast down
¢ the holy temple are fallen with more tremendous
¢ ruin : and the tormentors of just men have poured
¢ out their guilty souls amidst plagues, inflicted by
‘“ heaven, and amidst deserved tortures. For God
“ delayed to punish them, that, by great and marvel-
‘“ lous examples, he might teach posterity that he a-
¢ lone is God, and that, with fit vengeance, he exe-
“ cutes judgments on the proud, the impious and
¢ the persecutors.”*

'To a retribution more full than any that has yet
happened, the text, from the strong expressions used,
evidently refers. Such an one will take place when
the vials of God’s wrath shall be poured out upon
mystical Babylon, the mother of harlots, and abomi-

¥ 2 Pet. ii. 6.t Lactantius de Mortibus Persecutornm.
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nation of the earth, As she has been pre-eminent
in her idolatries, her cruelties, her blasphemies,
and her hatred against the saints of the Most High ;
so her punishment will be proportionably exemplary.
To the time of her visitation then, which will involve
in it all who have been connected with her, we must
look for the completion of that judgment,. which is
threatened in this prophecy, on the inhabitants of the
earth.* DPerhaps, indeed, she is here particularly
meant ; as ‘‘ the earth,” inthe book of Revelation, al.
ways means the Roman empire. Many circumstan-
ces conspire to render it probable that she has nearly
{inished her course of impiety, and is ripening fast
for her final overthrow. |
We are indubitably in that pertod which is called
in Scripture, ‘¢ the last days,” and drawing near to
the end thereof. The three great monarchies, the
Babylonian, Persian, and Grecian, mentioned by
Daniel, have, in succession, disappeared from the
theatre of the world, and made way for the Roman,
which is the fourth, and still exists, though broken,
or divided into various parts, by the irruption and
establishment of the northern barbarians within its
extensive borders. These parts, or kingdoms, were
originally ten, -according to the prophecies of scrip.
ture and the particular account of historians.{—
Without enumerating them, suffice it to say, they
possessed that range of territory which now includes
Smin, Portugal, France, Switzerland, Germany
south of the Danube, Hungary, Italy, Britain, Belgi-
um, and Hollanéd. From amongst thesc ten king-

% See Note 1. + See Note 2.
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doms, the spiritual cmpire of the church of Rome has
arisen, which Daniel predicted under the emblen: of
the little horn of the fourth beast ;% and which John
saw as a two Lorned beast rising out of the carth.t
"T'his grand apostacy, we are informed, is to last for
a time, times, and the dividing of time ;3 whichis
the same with forty-two prophetic months, || or twelve
Hundred and sixty prophetic days,§ answering,
according to common calculation, to so many
years. If we date its commencementy from the
year 606, when Phocas, emperor of Constantinople,
constituted Boniface, the bishop of Rome, universal
bishop, or supreme head in spiritual matters—Or from.
the year 756, when Pepin made a grant of the 1%.
archate of Ravenna, and of adistrict of country along
the Adriatic, called Pentapolis, to the Pope, by which
he became a temporal prince, it is evident, that we
are not far from the end of the whole period.

This grand apostacy—itnis spiritual empire of Rome,
1s pre-eminently infamous for the crimes it has origi-
nated—committed—defended— nay, in which it has
gloried. The records of a brothel would be chaste,
and the annals of robbers guiltless, when compared
with the history of this pretended church of Jesus
Christ.  Her miquity is displaved in her countless

frauds ; her pilgrimages ; her worship of images anc

of saints; her doctrine of transubstantiation; he

prayers for the dead ; her faithlessness to those wlo

difter from her in faith ; her sale of indulgences ; her

“ Dan. vii. 8. { Rev, xiil. 11. see Note 3. 1 Dan. vii. 25

i Dev, xiie 5 § Rev, x1i. 6. ¢ See Nete 3.
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auricular confessions; her licentious and immoral
principles ; her absolutions for sin by her priests, and
her thousand absurdities and impieties, too numerous
to detail.  And as for the blood she has shed, time
would fall me to rehearse her numerous and relent.
less persecutions ; her barbarous and exterminating
crusades against protestants, and the diabolical scencs
of ths inquisition, established under her auspices, and
defended by her power.  With her, ¢ the kings of the
earth are said tohave committed fornication, and the
inhabitants of the earth to have been made drunk with

; the wine of her fornication.”” She, herself, is described
. _as * drunken with the blood of the saints, and with
e blood of the martyrs of Jesus.”’* Her fate, then,
will be awful. The strongest language is used, and
the most striking figures adopted, to express it.
The city of Rome itself, it 1s probable, will literally
be burned with fire from the bowels of the earth,
and sink, like a millstone, with all its inhabitants,
never to rise.t  The spiritual empire of the Pope
will be destroved with circumstances of uncommon
violence ; for, saith the angel to John, ¢¢ the ten

~ horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall
hate the whore, and shall imake her desolate and na-
ked, and shall eat her flesh and burn her with fire.”’}
She will be overtaken with the Lord’s indignation,
in a time of carclessness, gaiety and security, as an-
cient Babylon was. Her followers will rejoice and
»e merry, and send gifts to each other, at the slaying

of the witnesses, but in three days and a half, a short

* Rev, zvii. 2, 6. See Note 4.

+ Rev, xviiis throughout. Sec Note 5. § Reve xvii, 16.
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time, the witnesses will rise, and then the kingdoms
of this world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord
and his Christ. When she saith, I sit a Queen, and
am no widow, and shall see no sorrow, then shall her
plagues come in one day, death and mourning, and
famine. )

Though her final destruction shall thus be sudden,
or in a very short time, yet preparations for it will
be making many years previous. 'These seem
to have begun ; for, if the time of her end cannot be
far oft, the causes to produce that end must be in ex-
istence. The prejudices of ages and generations
cannot be eradicated in a moment ; though the spiri-
tual power which originated these may be speedily
destroyed. Indeed, when the former are done away,
the latter must fall. And are there not indications
of uncommon wrath against mystical Babylon, in the
present day ? Does it not seem as if the Lord had
come out of his place to visit the inhabitants of the
carth for their iniquity ? What a frightful scene
does our age exhibit! I might almost say, the
world is in arms. History produces no parallel to
the events now passing on. the theatre of action.
Never, since time began, have interests so immense
been at stake. Revolution has succeeded revolution.
We have heard the crash of one kingdom after anoth-
er. Wars are carried on In quick succession, with
awlul slaughter, and conscquences of the last im-
portance to Kurope. Every vessel which reach-
¢s our shores brings some news of fresh disasters
in that part of our globc—of a battle fought—of
2 monarchy terminated, or a nation subdyed. Are
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not theze events the judgments of God to im.
press upon the world the long forgotten lessons of
rightcousness ¢ But where is thelr weight prin-
cipally felt 7 On what countries have they been
poured forih 2 Is it not on those which have been
connceted, and still are, with the Roman hierarchy ?
Is it not within the bounds of the territory of the
fourthh empire which Danicl saw © Cast your eye on
the map of Eurcpe, and you will find an answer.
The indignation of the Lord began in France—it
Las marched, in awfal majesty, over Germany—it
has fallen with tremendous force on Northern Ttaly—
it has overwhelmed Switzerland and Holland ; and
now, like a tempest, it is beating on Spain and Por-
tugal. The scat of the wars, which have sprung
from the French revolution, have been chiefly in Ger.
many and Italy ; and what places have been more
devoted to the grand apostacy than these and France,
if we except Spain and Portugai ¢

In France, what blood has been spilt, what mas-
sacres and cruelties perpetrated, for the interests of
superstition ! Nor has Germany or Italy been behind
hand : and as for Spain, I needonly remark, that
th:-e the merciless inquisition has reigned dominant
for years. In all these nations the followers of Jesus
have been persecuted ; his heritage has been op-
pressed. Arnd of the monarchs who engaged in
this work, the family of Capet, especially that
branca of it which is called the house of Bourbon,
and the house of Austria, have been foremost. Ty-
rants they have been to the people of the most high,
and scourges to the church of Jesus Christ. Now,
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“in their turn, they are made to eat the fruit of their
'doings, and taste some portion of that misery which
they have brought, at different times, on the protes-
tants. Now God it requiring at their hands the blood
| they have iniquitiously shed. - One of- these families
is driven from both its thrones, and the other cur-
tailed in its dominions, degraded in its character,
and robbed of its title to the German empire. " The
retribution of God towards themis just ; for they have
been ¢ bloody families’’—bitter enemies of the
truth as it is in Jesus. ¥

Let none imagine that I justify the conduct of the
revolutlonary leaders of France, who beheaded their
king, and drove his connexions from the country ;
or of the scourge of God, who has crippled, by fraud
and violence, the power of the house of ‘Austria.—
Like Sennacherib, they have been the rods of J eho-
vah’s anger : but no thanks to them ; they meant
not so. Because they are the instruments of God’s
vengeance, we are not to defend them in their iniqui-
ty. As well might a Jew, in the days of Hezekiah,
have said of Sennacherib, that it was- in vain to op-
pose him, for he was raised up to punish the nations,
as any one in the present day may say so of the fu-
rious, the insolent, the unprincipled oppressor of
Europe. Nay more ; if it be correct to put no hin.
drances in his way, but on the contrary to favor his
plans, because we think he is marching in a course
prescribed by God, the witnesses to the truth, who
opposed the grand apostacy, which they knew would
last for 1260 years, were guilty of acrime. But no;

* Note £, -t Isaiah x. 5.

t‘“‘
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they were right ; and so are they right, who now
stand in the breach to defend their privileges, and
their very existence against destruction. We know
not the secret will of God, but must be guided by
his revealed word, To say that this bids us to
countenance fraud, robbery and murder, is blasphe-
my ; it is an outrage on the God of heaven. " The
iniquity of the -offending nation does not justify
the iniquity of the punishing instrument. Because
England, or Spain, or other nations, may have trans-
gressed the laws of righteausness, Napoleon is not
innocent when he transgresses them. Jehu, special-
ly commissioned to destroy the family of Ahab, of-
fended God, by the ambition and resentment which
influenced his conduct. Who then can defend his
conduct, who, without a watrant, with no commis.
sion but his success, sports with the rights of inde-
pendent sovereignties ; exacts tribute from nations
not s own ; and says to this king, go, and he go-
eth; and to that, comé, and he cometh. It were
madness to attempt it on religious or morai grounds.
- But this modern Attila—this scourge of God, is
permitted also to afflict the protestant countries of
Switzerland, Holland, Prussia, and the protestant
principalities of Germany.—Whence is this ? Have
not these countries come out from the mrdst of mys-
tical Babylon, by their reformation ? Yes, they have
in part, but not entirely. Nominally, Holland, as 2
nation, was on'the side of truth ; and her sons long
displayed its purity, in theory and practice. But for
years, the way has been preparing for her present
state. Infidelity, error, and lukewarmness had crept
into her borders, infected her great men, and poison-
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ed the very springs of her religious existence. Pi-
ous and intelligent divines of her own have predicted,
from the signs of the times near a century back, the
very calamities which have befallen her, and :till
- greater yet to come.* Inthe protestant cantons of
Switzerland, the same causes prevailed, calculated to
produce the same effect ; as also in protestant Ger.
many. Itisa faet but little known, that the society

of Jesuits, though nominally suppressed, have still
continued in being, and have been the great instru.-
ments of corrupting the protestant inhabitants of the
latter places. It is astonishing to read the success
they have met with by their secret machinations.t
But more of this will be mentioned hereafter. E.-
nough has been said to justify Gud’s present deal

ings towards them. I will only farther remark,

that in the indignation which God .pours out
upon the advocates of the grand apestacy, all
must suffer, in a greater or less degree, who are
connected with them. As individuals are inval-
ved in the fate of a nation, though clear of the
guilt for which that nation is visited, so nations also,
are invalved 1a the fate of extensive empires, more
or less, though no way accessary to the iniquity of
those empires. The principles of the man af sin are
so incorporated with the political mstitutions, the
dabits, the relations of the European world, that
when he is punished, protestant nations cannot whol-
ly escape. 'They, however, share in the gencral vis-
iation, according to their righteousness or wicked-
ness.

* Note 7, 1 Note 8.
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- Thesc remarks partly account for the {ull of Prussia.
As a kingdom, she has ncver been subject to the
court of Rome ; but as a kingdom she was founded
upon the most abominable fraud and injustice. To
her fairest provinces she had no right, but' what the
sword and political chicanery gave her. These have
been taken from her ; and she is leftmuch as she was,
when'a dukedom established by the Teutonic kmghts.
In the hey-day of her glory, under her greatest mon-
arch, his court was the seat of infidelity and the resort
of impious scoffers. Here they were countenanced
and ’Supp‘o’rte'd : for the monar ch himself was a prmce
of ‘scoffers,* and employed every insidious art to
undermine or extinguish all religion in his kingdom.
Here, perhaps, the foundation was laid for that mor-
at tempest, which in France, overturned at once the
altar and the throne, and has terminated in the estab.
lishment of a new dyhasty, and the formation ofa new
empire, more formidable than any since that of Rome
in its glory, whose head now rules Europe with a rod of
iron. But one power opposes him, “and that is Bri-
tain. He harasses her, vexes her, and disturbs her
peace with other nations; buthe cannot, as yet, sub-
due her. Her government is indeed stained with
crimes ; but I would say to those subjects of other
governments who are continually clamoring against
these crimes, as Christ said to the persons whe
brought the adultress to him ; let that government
which is innocent cast the first stone. If hers be
bad—thcirs are not better : Let others be condemned,
as well as hers.  She has to answer for much blood

* Note 9.
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of protestants, uvnrighteously spilt, under the Stuart
family ; but we hope the expulsion of that deluded
family, and the cstablishiment of a: toleration since the
revolutxon, have wiped away her guilt.

At present the nation exhibits a noblc spcctac]e of
christian magnanimity, and of the most diffysive be-
nevolence.* I speak not now of her many charita-
ble institutions, or of her incorporated socicties for
propagating the gospel, which have long existed ;
but her exertions ‘of late years :—exertions made a-
midst her wars and under the heavy expences of sup-
potting them—for extending the blessed Redeemer’s
kingcom, and for ameliorating the distresses of suf-
feri‘ng'humanity : tothese Irefer. From her differ-

ent missionary associations, messengers of the Cross
have gone forth to Heathen lands ; so that at this

time the offers of pardon are made to the stupid Hot-
tentot, the credulous Hindu, and the wandering Tar-
tar !—VYes, at this time, from the Cape of Good
Hope, to where the Ganges rolls its waves, the pray-
ers of those who were ready to perish, but for her
aid, are ascending to the throne of mercy, suppliga-
ting blessings on all her borders. To her charities
the poor Germans can certify, whosc lands had been
ravaged, whose substance had been taken away, and
whose very food was exhausted by the legions of
Bonaparte. Yor their assistance immense sums have
been raised, from time to time, and distributed ac-
cording to the best information. But the most mag-
nificent display of her zeal for the cause of God, we
behold in the Bible Socicty, composed of members
from among her nobles, her prelates, her clergy, her
* Note 10,
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citizens. By their means the word of life, the scrip-
tures of the old 2 1 new testament, are circulating in
difterent languages, throughout the different parts of
the old world. Incalculable are the benefits which
must ultimately flow to mankind from this admirable
institution ; this institution, pre-eminent in the
felicity of its design, and the grandeur of its meas-
ures ! Whilst it unites christians of all denomina-
“tions, in the former, by the Iatter it aims, not at the
temporal good of a few individuals, but at the eternal
salvation of millions of the human race. Exertions
of this kind will immortalize the memory of Britain,
whilst it affords the strongest ground of confilence
in her present safety. She has in the midst of her,
thousands and ten thousands whao fear Gad and kecp
his commandments. Hence, thoygh the Almighty
Governor of the world suffers her to he molested and
tried, to be sifted and shaker, we have reason ta be-
lieve she will not yet fall. It is not her fleets and
her armies that will save her——not the wisdom of her
counsellors and rulers, but the prayers of her pious
sons. How long this godly race will last, we know
not ; but whilst they do, her enemy cannat conquer
her. | | -

What a contrast is there between these two na-
tions, in a moral and religious view ! The oné pro-
testant, the other catholic ; the one spreading the
gospel, the other extending the ravages of war;
the offe publicly recognizing the providence of God
in all her successes, the other ascribing hers to
the fortune of her emperor ; France renewing the a-
bominable and nefarious slave-trade, Britain abolish-
g it for ever.  Iplead not for the crimes of the
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ane, nor do I wish to exagp=rate those of the other.
I examine them both, not by the light of political
science, but by the prineiples of the gospel. The
conclusimn is clear and indubitable; that the crimes
of the French government, to say the least of them,
are not inferior to those of the British. ‘ In virtue, in
integrity, in godliness, the British nation :ar, far sur-
passes her enemy. So long as she cherishes these
virtues, she is invincible. In the present contest be-
tiveen them, as a minister of the Lord Jesus, as a pro-
fessor of the truths advocated by the reformers against
the catholic religion, I do not hesitate to say, I wish
her success. I consider her as the only remaining
national witness for the truth in Europe—as the last
bulwark of the protestant interest there. When she
falls, that falls with her. | |
Unhappily we areinvolved in difficulties with her,

and her foe. Her conduct towards us has been un-
generous and unjustifiable ; 1 mean not to defend it,

for it cannot be defended. But this should net blind
us as to the nature of her warfare with the French
morarch. It is not merely a warfare for national ag-
grandizement, on her part ; but the interests of pure
religion and civilization are involved in the issue.
Sure‘iy then, her success must, to every one who
views the contest apart from political prejudices, be
a desirable obyect.

Whatever may be the event, it is to be hoped that
we shall not share in the calamities, which await the
ten kingdoms included in mystical Babylon ; for we
have never, as a nation, been subject to her spiritual
dominion, But the fate of Prussia ought to excite
our most serious reflections.  We have national sins
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in abundance to draw down the indignation of God
upon us. He is indced visiting us with his judg-
ments. We participate, in our degree, in the dis-
plays of his wrath. We feel the pressure of his hand,
and the strokes of his rod, throughout our borders.
The tempest of war, which has swept Europe, has
reached our coast ; and though stayed for a moment,
by the will of the Almighty, it hovers over us, threat-
ening to burst on us inall its force. Already we have
a foretaste. of its horrors ; and if such be. its begin-
nmgs, what must be its end ? He who cannot . dis-
cern in our present state, marks of Jehovah’s mdlgna-
tion, must be blind indeed. The improvement we
ought to make of this state will be noticed when I
come to speak of the crying sins of our land. -

In the mean time I pass on to txamine the ques-
tion; what will be the probable issue of the present
commouons in the world ?

Many augur favorably. from the stand Wthh the
Spamsh patriots are making, hoping that, through
their means, liberty will once more be restored to
the sovereignties of Europe. I most fervently
wish them success; but fear the 1issue. Let
it- be remembered, that Spain has been one of the
nations most devoted and infatuated in its attachment
to the man of sin; and even now, she glories in
his impious principles; confidently appealing for
success to a sinful worm of the earth, whom
they worship as a goddess; I mean the virgin Ma-
ry. Itis here that the inquisition has reigned with
unlimited power, since the year 1484, andthe most
degrading, anti-christian superstitions have beeu
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pertinaciously cherished.* For her cruelties and
blasphemies, this nation has never yet been visited,
The bloed of the Morescoes, perfidiously expelled
and exposed to destruction, and of the protestants,
murdered in hosts, with circumstances bf uncommon
barbarity, has never been avenged, by him whose
province it is to execute vengeance. If she should
succeed in her present warfare, it is more than prob-
able she will be a prey to intestine commotions.
She must be punished for her iniquity, and her very
soil must disclose the innocent blood that has been
shed. As Napcleon has scourged the other catholic
countries, so, judging from the past we have reason
to apprehend, he will this; and the very opposition
now made, is the mean or cause which God will use,
to produce immense slaughter among them ; thus
rewarding them for their crimes, If they are sub.-
dued, he who subdues them, with but few excep-
tions, perhaps only Africa and Great Britain, will be
master of the same countries which formerly consti-
tuted the western Roman empire.t He may be con-
sidered, strictly, as the successor of Charlemagne,
whose title and rank, as emperor of the west, has de-
scended down through the emperors of Germany, by
virtue of their title as king of the Romans, and their
possessions in Italy, to the present emperor of Aus.-
tria, who relinquished both. To him the French
cmperor has succeeded, as king of Italy ; being
crowned with the iron crown of Charlemagne. In
this character, according to a modern writer on
prophecy, whose opinion on this subject I cordially

* Note 11 1 Note 12,
D
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embrace,* we see in him the cighth head of the Ro-
man beast, which 1is of the seven, and began with
Charlemagne, whose patriciate was the sevgnth, and
lasted but a short time, giving way tohis imperial
authority, which was the eighth. By one of the em-
perors of this line, it seems, the witnesses, of whom
we shall presently speak, are to be slain, and the Ro-
man hierarchy established with additional splendor and
power, though only for a little while. Whether he
who now fills the throne, or the dynasty he has pla-
ced on it, In one of its future members, will be the
agent, we know not. Let us, fora moment, attend to
the following particulars ; after which I shall offer a
few explanatory remarks on the witnesses and their
death, and then conclude this discourse.

1. The witnesses commenced their testimony with
~ the rise of the grand apostacy. They are to be slain
when their testimony is just finished ; which will be
towards the end of 1260 years, the period of the
grand apostacy. If that be near its close, their death
cannot be far off.  Either the present generation, or
that which succeeds it, will probably see the doleful
perioda

2. The catholic superstition, in all its disgusting fea-
tures, isrestored in France by the emperor, and is inti-
mately and inseparably connected with his authority.
In a catechism published under the sanction of Napo-
leon, for the use ol the churches in his dominions, it
1s said, he is become the anointed of the Lord, by the
consecration which he has received from the chief
pontiff, head of the universal church. In this same
work, the doctrines of transubstantiation, purgatory,

* Note 15,
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indulgences, and other absurdities and falsehoods are
taught. Duty to the empire 1is placed along side of
duty to the church ; and the deduction is, no one can
be a good subject, whois not a good catholic. Eve-
ry nerve is exerted to restore the popuﬁar reverence
for relics, and all the mummery of the man of sin,
among a people not long back professed atheists.*
- 3. A popish cardinal is appointed by Napoleon to
be chief of the church over all the congregations in
the Rhenish confederation, and he has actually béen
acknowledged as such by all the protestant princes.
The protestant clergy are constrained to lay aside the
Cress they have hitherto worn, and adopt mass-weeds.
A great number of catholic mass-books have been
printed in the German language, which are divided
into hours of prayer, and which are now actually read,
before preaching at the altar, in the protestant church-
es on the frontiers. According toaccounts from that
quarter, the late apostacy of religion in France and
elsewhere, is universally attributed to the want of re-
spect for the pope. It must be re-established, say
they, and the pope be vicwed as the firstling of the
kingdom of God. |

4. Napoleon has constituted a professedly popish
government over Holland, Switzerland, and the Rhe-
nish confederation. The religion of Rome 1s the
court religion of aimost all the ancient ten king-
doms.t

These circumstances combined, strengthen the
conjecture that the family now seated on the impe-
rial throne, will be the agents for slaying the witnes.

* Note 14. 1 Note 15,
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ses, and re-establishing, in Europe, the grand aposta.
cy. He who sways the sceptre, knows {ull well the
importance of this religion, to answer his purposes,
It is a fit instrument to rivet upon his subjects and
vassals, the chains of absolute despotism ; and he will
use it as such. ‘The disregard he shews to the tem.-
poral rights of the pope, is not inconsistent with the
above idea. 'The most superstiticus menarchs of
France have not scrupled to adopt a similar conduct.
‘¢ It has been,” says an able writer of the present day,
¢ the ordinary tone of the Gallican church, even a.-
mong its most pious and orthodox members, to limit
the political power of their holy father hawever ful-
ly they admitted his supremacy in matters of faith.”’*
Other sovereigns, subject to his spiritual authority,
~ have gone farther than those of France. In the reign
of Charles V. one of his generals stormed Rome, and
the pontiff was taken prisoner and confined strictly,
by order of theemgperor, for a length of time.t And
yet, that monarch, soon after, became the bigot.-
ted supporter of the Roman hierarchy, and a persecus-
tor of the protestants. Such, we have reason to ap-
prehend, will be the issue of the present indignity
shewn to the pontiff. He will be forced by necessi-
ty to adopt the political measures demanded from
him, for which the Roman See will be ultimately re-
munerated, by the slaying of the witnesses.

By the witnesses are meant, 1aithful christians in
general ; all the true followers of Jesus Christ, as

* « Dangers of the Country ;" a pamphlet, said to be written
by Mr. Stevens.

¥ Robertson’s Charles V. Vol. 24. p. 50.
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distinct from apostatcs and false prefessors.  This is
evident, from the name given them of ¢¢ the two can-
dlesticks, and the two olive trees which stand before
the God of the whole earth ;% in which allusion is
made to a prophetic vision of Zechariah. He saw a
candlestick of gold, with two olive trees by it ; one
on each side : which the angel explained tc be the
¢ two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the
whole earth.”} These were Zerubbabel, the govern.
or of Judah, and Joshua, the high priest ; so called
because they were set apart to their respective offices
by the anointing of oil. They had the superinten-
dence and management of re-building the temple, and
restoring the city of Jerusalem ; beth which had
been trodden under foot of the Gentiles. As such,
they are symbols of all true believers, who are kings
and priests unto God and his church, by the anoint-
ing of the holy ghost. In this character they are
represented to us, as witnesses for the truth, who, by
their exertions, seek to preserve the church of God,
the spiritual temple, from utter destruction by her
enemies. These are described as anew race of Gen-
tiles, who had succeeded in gaining possession of
the outer court, which they had trodden under foot.
The witnesses are retired to the inner court in the
temple, or ¢‘holy place,”” asit was called ; which, under
the Jewish ceconomy, was typical of the true church
on earth, under the new. Here they prophesy in
sackcloth, not literally predict ; but full of the spirit
of God, they preach God’s word, and bear witness to

* Rev. xi. 4. T Zechar. iv. throughout.
1 Jehnston on the Rev. Vol. 1. p. 378,
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the truth, against prevailing apostacy, under the
greatest discouragements, and the heaviest persecu.-
tions of their enemies. They are said to be two in
number, because that is the number required in the
law, and approved by the gospel. Upon former oc-
casions, two were joined together in commission ;
as Moses and Aaron, in Egypt ; Elijah and Elisha,
in the apostacy of the ten tribes; Zerubbabel and
Joshua, after the Babylonish captivity. ¢ As the
testimony of the witnesses is to be of equal duration
. with the apostacy itself, 1t cannot well be meant of
- any two particular persons : nor is there any reason
to understand it of any two particular churches, or
bodies of men, in perpetual succession.””*® ¢ The
spirit of prophecy,” in the words of bishop Newton,
‘¢ teaches us, that certain persons should appear in
every age, during the reign of Antichrist (the grand
apostacy) few indeed, in number, but sufficient o es-
tablish the truth, and clearly attest the corruptions
of the church of Rome, and the anti-christian supre-
macy of her head.””t—T his appeuars tobe the Zeneral
opinion of the best writers upon the subject.
Neither my plan, nor my time will permit me to
enter into further particulars concerning their charac-
ter and work, as exhibited in prophecy. Their
death and resurrection, by many worthy persons of
former times, as well as present, are supposed to be
past. -Some refer these events to.the murder of John
Huss and Jerome of Prague, by order of the council

* Lowman, p. 109. Note 6.

t Vol. 3. p. 134. 3d ed. Lon. The bishop gives a very partice

ular account of these witnesses in diffcrent periods ; so alse
does Lowman.
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of Constance, and the subsequent triumph of their
followers in Bohemia, over the imperial forces. Oth-
ers, to the poor protestants in the vulleys of Pied-
mont, who were expelled in 1686, at the instigation
of the French, by the duke of Savoy ; but who, after-
wards regained possession of the same, sword in
hand. = Others, to the destruction of the league of
Smalcald, by Charles V. and the restoration of their
cause afterwards, by Maurice, elector of Saxony.
Others again, to the revocation of the edict of Nantz,
by Lewis XIV. and the French revolution, which
introduced religious liberty in that country.* An at-
tentive examination of the subject, however, has led
me to conclude the event 1s still to come. For,

1. No calamity has yet befallen the true church by
the hands of THE MAN OF SIN, THE SON OF
PERDITION, which answers, in a satisfactory
manner, to the symbolical representation of slaying
the two witnesses. The faithful followers of Jesus,
who are meant by them, have never yet generally,
throughout the western empire, at any one period,
eeased from their testimony against the grand aposta-
cy. They have visibly existed, as witnesses for the
truth, in one part, if they have been destroyed in
another ; as the history of their persecutions fully
proves. And yet, a universal destruction of them
seems tobe mcant. T'his cannot be a destruction of
their civil privileges, nor a deprivation of the existence
which they formerly had, as members of society :
for their character of witnesses, and their work of
prophesying relates, not to political, but spiritual mat-

* This latter is the opinion of Mr, Bicheno in his Signs of
the Times. '
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ters, When they were butchered in scores before
the reformation, in many parts of Kurope, and treat-
ed like béasts of prey, they still prophesicd—prophe-
sied in spite of danger and death. As civil privile-
ocs, therefore, and the protection of the magistracy
were not nccessary for them to fulfil their work, the
termination of that work by external violence, cannot
be the destruction of these privileges. It must rath-
cr refer to some awful persecution of them—some
universal slaughter, far exceeding any of former
times ; by which, within the bounds of the western
cmpire, the church, to all human appeararnce, will be
exterminated. Not thatall true believers will be slain :
many will yet remain} but they will be silent—
they will not be known. They willsigh for abound-
ing iniquity, but will not dare to appear as witnesses,
and prophesy, even in sackcloth. In this character,
they will cease to exist ; and from this work, they
will completely withdraw themselves. Thus, in the
days of Ahab, Jezebel thought she had cut off all the
true prophets of the Lord but Elijah, .- No more
were publicly known, as witnesses for the truth ;
and yet there were seven thousand hidden ones, who
had never bowed the knee to Baal.*

2. The witnesses still prophesy in sackcloth: that
is, the true church is still in a suffering, depressed
state. Even where protestant principles are profes-
sed, the ways of Zion mourn, through the universal
prevalence of essential errors, of studied indifference
to the truth as it is in Jesus, and of gross immorality.
The very spirit of the man of sin too much pervades
and animates the communities, which have visibly

* ¢ Kings, xviii» and xix, chapters,
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separated from him. Many of his superstitious rites
are retainéd with pertinacity by some of them, and
he himself is no longer viewed as the ¢ soN oF PER-
DITION, eventhat wicKED oNE, whom the Lord will
consume withi the spirit of his mouth, and will de-
stroy with the brightness of his coming.” He still
reigns dominant over a great part of Furope, as the
Vicar of God, and, until very recently, his followers
oppressed and persecuted the protestants in Austria,
Hungary, Poland, and Germany. In Spain, Portugal,
and Naples, beresy, by which is meant protestant
principles, is, by the laws, still punishable with death.
Nay, the protestant countries of the Rhenish confed-
eration, Holland and Switzerland, are subject to po-
pish sovereigns, and at the mercy of a despot, from
interest and design, a papist. The true church is -
evidently, therefore, still held in bondage ; the wit-
nesses still, therefore, prophesy insackcloth. If they -
have been slain, they have not yet been raised ; for
their death will be, not only the last persecution of
protestants, but the last stage oftheir depression, which
will Le followcd by a glorious day for the true church.
The spirit of life from God will enter into the wit-
nesses, and they will stand upon their feet. They
will be miraculously raised, in their character of wit-
nesses, to the terror and confusion of their enemies.
They will testify anew to the truth, but not in sack-
cloth : for they will ascend up io heaven in a cloud.
The faithful followers of Christ—the true church,
will become dominant over her adversaries through-
out their own territories. The tenth part of the Ro-
man city will fall by an earthquake, which will de-
Lk
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stroy seven thousand men : and the remnant, being
affrighted, will give glory to the God of heaven.
'Then will follow the proclamation of the angel, that
the kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms
of our Lord and his Christ.

3. The witnesses, itis expressly said, will be slain,
not when they shall have finished their testimony, as
we read, but when they shall draw near the close of
it.* As they commenced their testimony with the
grand apostacy, so they run parallel to it, in time,
and will be brought to a violent end, three prophetic
days and a half before its termination. As many
years, in all probability, will elapse before this—half
a century at least—with moral certainty we may
conclude that the witnesses are still prophesying in
sackcloth. But as these years constitute a very small
proportion of the whole number 1260, the witnesses
are, strictly, drawing near the close of their testi-
mony.

4. I add the opinion of the great archbishop Usher,
and other eminent and godly men of an early day,
who, on many occasions, displayed a spirit not unlike
that of prophecy. These characters, from the pre-
dictions of scripture, especially that of the death of
the witnesses, looked with certainty for the revival of
popery at some future day. Usher, in particular,
was deeply affected with the prospect before the
church, and repeatedly made known his impressions.
Other names might be mentioned, were it necessary,
but time forbids.

Such are the chief grounds on which the opinion
rests, that the prophetic period of which we have

* I'raset’s Kew, + Note 16,
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been speaking, is yet to come. It will be a period
of calamity, diswress, impiety, ferocity, tyranny, su-
perstition, and gross ignorance : aperiod darker than
the middle ages, for even then, the witnesses prophe-
sied, though in sackcloth ; but now they will be
dead, and their dead bodies will lie unburied, to feast
the malice of their foes: a period in which the
principles of civilization will be destroyed by those
of barbarian rudeness. The state of society will be
deplorable, both as it respects intercourse between
man and man, and nation with nation. The bonds
of union will be dissevered ; the foundations of or-
der torn up; and a lawless, unprincipled, and super-
stitious tyranny, In church and state, will prevail ;

not in one nation, but throughout the spiritual Sod-
om and Egypt—the mystical Babylon, among all the

ten kingdoms, which have given their power to the
beast.

Such are the faint outlines of this state, merely
sketched, from what is supposed to be the meaning
of the symbolical language of scripture, used on this
subject,



SERMON 1II.

IsAa1aH xxvi. 20==21,

Come, my peopie, enter thou into thy chambers and shut thy
doors about thee : hide thyself, as it were for a little moment,
until the indignation be overpast ; for behold the Lord com-
eth out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for
their iniquity : the earth also shall disclose her blood and
shall no more cover her slain.

THE causes to produce such an awful state of soci-
ety, as was briefly sketched in the conclusion of the
preceding discourse, must unquestionably be pecu-
liarly powerful, Some of the leading ones, I think
may be found in the existing circumstances of the
world at this day. The age in which we live is called
an age of superior information and improvement;
but its prominent features bespeak another charac-
ter. In these features are seen the means by which
the great moral change, of which we treat, will be efs
fected.

1. Desolating wars constitute onc feature o' the
times. Wars, carried on not merely betweer: ong
nation and another, but which affect the vita! inter.
ests of Europe, and all countries connected it :t,
When have such armies ever been called into the
field, or such navies darkened the sea ? When have
such battles been fought as those of Marengc, Aus.-
terlitz, and Jena? When such engagements by sea
as those of the Nile, of the Channel, of Trafalgar ?
At no former period has so much blood been shed,



38

or such immense nterests been staked. And when
is this warfare to cease ! In the present state of the
old world, I see nothing but new causes for new
wars. Peace appears impossible, unless all the na-
tions there crouch under the rod of Napoleon, or till
he fall. Permit me to mention an opinion of the late
- Dr. Edwards, president of Union Cellege in Sche-
- nectady, concerning the peace of Amiens.* He did
“not believe it would continue long, for he thought
we lived in that period of prophecy, "when, in the
- figurative language of scripture, the blood came up
 to the horses’ bridles.{ The period to which he re-
ferred, is that which precedcs the destruction of the
grand apostacy. All the symbolical representations
used to describe 1t, indicate a succession of bloody
wars—of dreadful slaughters, to continue for some
years, and finally, after ashort, but bitter persecution
of the church, to end in the total overthrow of the
spiritual and temporal empire of the man of sin.
‘What effect these wars will havc on the morals of
society, I leave you to judge. Large and ferocious
armies, like the pestilence, bring in their train cvils
innumerable, all destructive of virtue, and order, and
happiness. The consequence, then, of wars through.-
out Europe, must be awful. The cultivation of the
mind will be neglected ; manners will grow more
and more dissolute ; rcligion will lose her hold on
tiie heart, and mcn wili be prepared to obey the dic.-
tates of a vile superstition. 'This was the way the
grand apostacy finally prevailed in Europe.  Amidst

* This opinion was advanced in conversation to the late Rev.
Doct. Romeyn of Schenectady.

+ Rev. xiv. 20,



39

wars and commotions it rose into iotice, and by ig-
norance and licentiousness gained its power. In the
same way, we have reason to expect, it will re-estab-
lish itself at the time of the end, though its triumph
will be short.

2. Skeptical philosophy, is another feature of the
present times. Its advocates are to be found in va-
rious departments of literaturc, which they have pol-
luted with its poison. 'Without agreeing in any one
point of morality orreligion, they are all united in the
grand object of overthrowing christianity. They ar-
rogate to themselves superior wisdom, and affect to
despise all believers as credulous and superstitious
persons. But in what, I ask, consists their wisdom ?
Have mankind been truly enlightened by their wri-
tings ? Have their exertions been directed to the
destruction of vice and the encouragement of virtue ?
Have they promoted the -velfare and peace of society ?
No, by no means. They have rudely torn up the
landmarks of erder in society ; they have borne
down, by repeated assaults, the barriers of conscience
in the human breast : they have said to the inflamed,
corrupted passions of our nature, ¢ go forth—in-
dulge yourselves, free from restraint, even unto sur-
feiting.” These things have they done; by benish-
ing from the minds of men the fear of God, and de-
livering them from a sense of their responsibility to
him. They have confounded the distinctions of
right and wrong in their systems ; calling good evil,
and cvil good. They pretend, indeed, to draw their
{heory of morals {rom the operations ¢:f our minds.
But as we know little of these operations, except a
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few simple ones, like the self-evident principles of a
science, this mode of reasoning is necessarily invol.
ved in obscurity, Hence their fondness for it, and
the use they make of it ; for they love darkness rather
than light. By its subtleties they have unhinged all
principles in their followers ; rendered every duty
doubtful in their view, and led them to dispute the
existence of every thing ; yea, of God himself ¢ thus
cherishing and promoting moral ignorance—a spe-
cies 'of ignorance which the chureh of Rome incul-
cates as meritorious, whilst they profess to be wise,
and to teach others. o
As all men, however, even skeptics themselvc
incontrollably feel the necessity of being detcrmmed“
in their opinions upon some essential points of faith
and duty, the very mode of reasoning which produ.
ces doubts, also produces credulity. By one of those
strange inconsistencies, which we often find in hu-
man nature, they, who disbelieve revelation for want
of evidence, receive for truth, such sentiments as ex-
ceed in incredibility and extravagance, the fables of
Amadis de Gaul, or Don Quixotte de la Mancha.
To be convinced of this, youneed only look over the
works of their ¢ master spirits;”’ especially their
theories of man, and of the earth. In them, the
wildest and most irrational conjectures are gravely
proposed to our faith—conjectures totally destitute
of the shadow of foundation. These conjectures are
called ingenious, as if absurdity deserved that name.
But, not only in their writings are they chargeable
with credulity ; they display it in their daily con-
duct. Let one or two instances suffice for proof.
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1>’ Argens, a firm infidel in the court of Frederick of

Prussia, shuddered wiien he counted the number

thirteen round a table ! And wherefore, if he did not .
believe this common accident was ominaus ! The
princess Amelia, the favorite sister of Frederick,

‘ almost as much a philosophcr as he, and endowed

with almost as strong an intellect as hlmself was the

cdupe of fortune-teilers.””*

After such specimens of criminal weakness in the
advocates of skeptical philosophy, we need not won-
der if we find them éhargeable with superstition, or a
false religion. Indeed, this philosophy as naturally
produces superstition, as superstition does this phi-
losophy. This will appear evident from the follow-
ing considerations.

First, Atheism is repugnant to every prmcxple
of our constitution. Itis committing violence on
our nature to suppose, for a moment, that we
are the creatures of chance, and have no ma-
ker, and governor in heaven. Equally unnatural is
nfidelity, or the rejection of a revelation from God.
‘The existence of a Supreme Being, who made and
governs all things, necessarily demands, and proves
the existence of some revelation, by which he has
made himself, and his will, known to his rational
creatures. 'The very idea of such a relation as crea-
tor and created, involves in it the idea of another re-
lation, that of sovereign and subject. They who are
made and preserved by God, are bound to serve, as

* See © Thiebault’s Anecdotes ot I'rederick,” in which will
be found a stronger instance of credulity. Reader, would you
believe it ? Some of the great men in Frederick’ court, and of

his principles, joined in a Ieague to raise the devil, See Vol. |
DO ] 26“\350 '

F
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well as love him.  These two relations, thus con.
nected, as causc and eflect, require a medium of in-
tercourse between the parties related. Would we obey
the will of him who created us ? He must make that
will known to us. This necessary connexion be-
tween the belief of the existence of God, and that of
the revelation of his will, is engraven, in indelible
characters, in the very constitution of man. Hence,
in all ages, and by all classes of men, we find preten-
sions to revelation from above, made and defended.
Such a revelation is congential to all our feelings—to
our hopes and our fears. To reject it is unnatural,
and contradicts those ideas of right and wrong, which
mankind universally, in every age, have entertained.

Hence, Secondly, where superstitionhas produced
skeptical philosophy, as is the case in catholic coun-
tries, there the mind of man, like Noah’s dove, seeks
rest, but finds none, until it settles down in some
system of religion, it believes to be from God. Not
that he is naturally disposed to accept of the true
one ; for by sin he is the enemy of the true God, and
not subject to his law. But he will embrace one,
which, like the idea he has formed of God, while it
appeases natural feeling, permits the indulgence of
his lusts. Hence, he who has rejected all revelation,
who has no religion at all, is more easily gained to a
false one, unless God specially interpose by his
grace, than to that which isof God. That same love
of sin, which, after all that is said to the contrary, is
the radical cause, the grand reason* why men disbe-
lieve the Gospel, and become converts to a skeptical
philosophy, naturally disposes them, when conscience

Note 17,



43

is disturbed at their present state, and future pros.
pects, to flee to superstition of any kind, that by its
opiates they may lull conscience asleep, and sin
without interruption. Thus Voltaire, in his last
sickness, sought relief from his awful fears in the
ceremonies of the Romish church. Thus aiso
Lamethrie, the apostle of universal materialism, in
the court of Frederick of Prussia, made the sign cf
the cross when it thundered ; and Maupertuis, who
believed not in God, said his prayers every night
when he went to bed.* More instances need not be
adduced.

When the principles of skeptical philosophy,
which are strictly libertine, infect a nation, it will not
be difficult to reduce that nation to popery ; for
there is “¢ no sufficient motive to stimulate them to
unite, in steadily opposing the encroachments of civ-
il or ecclesiastical despotism.”” Besides, the miseries
which such principles produce—the anarchy they oc-
casion, prompt ‘¢ the short sighted to welcome the
appeacance of relief, from those who, under a fair
and specious disguise, recommend to them blind de-
votion, and submission to arbitrary power.”f Ac-
cordingly you find, that France, with facility, has
vibrated from the extreme of irreligion, to that of su-
perstition, A pation of atheists, has become a na.
tion of papists. The illiterate among them have not
alone embraced the grand apostacy, but many of the
learned. Of these we have a striking exainple in
L.a Harpe, who was once the favorite disciple, the in-

* Thicbault’s Anecdotes of F rederick, Vol. 1. p. 339,

+ Dr. Erskine’s Thoughts on Popery and Infidelity,
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timate friend of Voltaire, and consequently a zcalous
and remorseless infidel, butlately the most active de-
fender, and professed champion of the catholic super-
stitton.  Indeed, infidels generally, though they de.
claim against supe:stition, as they call all religion,
are yet strongly prepossessed in favor of the church
of Rome, and against the pnncnplc,a. ui the protestants.
Thus ¢ Hume is much more sparing than other his.
‘¢ torians of his censurss on the persecuting bigots
‘ of the Roman church in the unhappy days of Ma.
‘““ry. He is equally distinguished by his severity a.
“ gainst the excesses of the reformers, in the follow.
““ ing reigns ; and on the whole, 1is evxdcntly partial
¢ to popery.* -

‘¢ Gibbon, both in literary and private character,
¢ manifested the affinity between Romish supersti-
““ tion, and philosophical skepticism. He was a con-
‘ yert to popery before he became an unbeliever :
¢ and though the question between catholic and pro-
¢ testant did not lie in his historical path, it is not
¢ difficult to perceive that he, like Hume, is jealous
¢¢ of-all mediums between his own philosophy, and a
“ blind devotion to the tenets of an infallible
¢¢ church.”t

Godwin, in a recent work,} has endeavored open-
ly to defend the popish absurdities, of auricular con-

* This appears also in his very unfair representation of Lu-
ther, which is noticed and properly exposed, by the learned
translator of Mosheim’s History. See Mosh. Eccles. Hist. Vol.
4. p. 31. Note .. Lond. ed. 1782,

t See Dangers of the Country. This able pamphlctis worthy
the serious aitention of every refiecting mau.

t The Life of Chauccer.
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fession and prayers for the dead, against his protes-
tant counfrymen.

But I forbear enlarging on this subject. Enough
has been said fo prove the afinity between skeptical
philosophy, and the Romish superstition. The
prevalence of the former throughout Europe, has pre-
pared the way there for the introduction of the latter. -
Infidels, by the bias of their minds, by their fondness
for vice, by the moral ignorance they cherish, by the
force of circumstances under which thev may be
placed, will graduaily change their character, and,
like dutiful children, sink into the arms of the moth-
er of harlots. This event, which we have every
“reason, from past and present facts, to expect, must
operate essentially against the mterests of Christ and
his church. In sketical philosophy, then, which is
still so fashionable, and has so many advocates in the

world, we clearly dizcern a moral cause, sufficiently
powerful to produce the awful calamity sngmﬁed by
the slavmg of the witnesses.

3. The improper use which may be made of the
art of printing, is another moral cause, calculated to
produce the event, of which we have spoken. I
know most persons, at first view, would be disposed
to consiacr this art as the miost effectual means to
prevent such an event. ¢ The press, however, with-
‘“ out morals, will not preserve civilization ; and im.-
““ morality will make it the vehicle of barbarism.
¢ If the fashion or maduess of the times produce a
‘“ relish for corrupted food, we may be filled with
* writings, aiud yet swallow nothing but peison.”’#
That society at large may acquire sucha rclish, will

* Dr. A, Brown’s Miscellancous Sketches, -
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appear very obvious, if we only recollect, that the lit-
erary taste of mankind 1s constantly varying; so that
what pleases in one age, is disliked in the next. The
cause of these changes is chiefly to be sought for, in
the changes of public manners ; which, in their turn,
are affected by the prevailing literary taste. Thus,
where wealth originates habits of dissipation, these
habits indispose men addicted to them, for study or
reflection. Light reading—such as pleases the fan-
cy and inflames the passions, suits them best. By
this reading they are confirmed in their habits, and
become more dissipated. Suppose a nation compo-
sed of such characters, how could the press correct
their vices ! As the tasfte was, so would the press
necessarily be—a vehicle for promoting dissipation,
If excellent works were printed, who would read
them ? And if the works were not read, thc bu-
siness of the press would cease. It is a fact too
little realized, that the press receives its moral or im.-
moral complexion, from the literary taste of the day;
and that, again, 15 formed by public manners. If
they are corrupted, the press will be, as to 1ts gener-
al character, profligate, and will increase the corrup-
tion. Thus it was in France, previous to the revolu.
tion. ¥rom the court down to the peasantry,
through the different ranks of society, not excluding
the clergy, the greatest licentiousness and debauche-
ry prevailed. Vice, from its being so general, had
lost its deformity, and even, in many particulars, as-
sumed the name, and claimed the respect of virtue.
On this mass of corruption, Voltaire and his associ-
ates, pourcd forth their inflammable productions
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from the press, so as to make it ferment, and finally
burst into an awful conflagration, which tumbled into
ruins both the altar and the throne, and threatened
universal destruction. In the language of Condorcet,
one of these associates,* ¢ They alternately cm-
« ploved all the arms, with which philosophy and
¢ learning—with which wit and the talent of writing
¢« could furnish them. Assuming every tone, ta-
““ king every shape, from the ludicrous to the pathet-
¢ ic, from the most lcarned and extensive compila-
‘¢ tion, to the novel or the petty pamphiet of the day
¢ —coveting truth with a veil which, sparing the
‘¢ eye that was too weak to bear it, left to the reader
““ the pleasure of guessing it—insidiously caressing-
¢ prejudiees,t In order to strike at them with more
“ certainty and effect—respecting despotism, when
‘¢ they combated religious absurdities ; and religion,
“ when they attacked tyranny—combating these two
‘ pests in their very prificiples, though apparently
“ inveighing agninst ridiculous and absurd abuses,?
they finally gained their pomt. These precious
confessions of a leader among infidels, whilst they
illustrate the conscience, integritv, and veracity of
these men, most strikingly prove how powerful an
engine the press is, to ruin the order and happiness
of society. It has been the principal means of en-
lightening the worid in past ages ; it may be con-
verted into a means of extinguishing that light, and
restoring barbarism at some future period. What

* Outlines of an historical view of the progress o)’ the human
mind, p. 198, Phila. ed.

T By this, in the language of infidels, is meant religion, piety,
chastily, virtue, gratitude, and the like.
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i1s the tendency of one half of the newspapers, pub.
lisked in Europe and in this country, but to corrupt
the very sources of information—to disseminate
slander and lies, and prepare society for the usurpa-
tion of some demagogue, and the destruction of for-
mer barriers to vice ! To these, I might add the
lascivious poems, the licentious novels, and the pro-
fane plays, which daily issue from the press, and.
have a tendency equally dangerous. Public man-
‘ners must have become more corrupted here and a-
‘broad, than we are aware, or these productions
;would not be so generally relished, nor so extensive-
gly/mrculated When I realize this serious and a-
‘larming fact, I tremble for the future. The press
will assuredly increase public profligacy, if God, by
his grace, does not arrest it, till its issue be public
misery. The scourge of God in Europe under-
stands full well the importance of this engine, and
will use it to answer his own views. In his hands,
what have we not to fear from it 2 What has not the
world to fear ! I can hardly form a conception of a
more powerful moral cause, to bring on the dark and
“dreadful period, which, from the prophecy of scrip-
ture, we have reason to expect..

4, A fourth feature of the times, and the last which
will be mentioned, is, the lukewarmness of the pro-
testants generally, as to the points of difference be-
tween them and the Roman catholics. These points
are of essential importance, if the church of Rome
be really, what we know she is, MYSTERY, BABYLON
THE GREAT, THE MOTHLR OF HARLOTS AND A-
NOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. For a long time
after the glorious reformation, they were considered
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in this light, by our pious forefathers.in Europc.
Unhappily in our day, a false charity—an insidious
liberality of sentiment, which confounds the eternal
distinctions of truth and falsehood, has infected pro-
testants. They noelonger view with abhorrence, the
blasphemy and idolatry of the papal hierarchy ; but
consider them trifling errors—mere venial mistakes.
"The cause of this is to be sought for, in that indiffer-
ence to religion, which, although for vears back it
has stamped their conduct in Europe, was more es-
pecially conspicuous immediately before the French
revolution. - - The political, commercial, and eco-
nomical subjects of inquiry then universally fashion-
able, had almost entirely banished theology from the
attention of all classes among them, except the cler-
gy : and even they, in too many places, caught the
infection of the times. Hence they adopted a philo-
sophical mode of preaching, which, by keeping
Christ out of view, increased the general indifference
to the truth as it is in Jesus. A gross ignorance of
the essential doctrines of the gospel, and even of the
evidences on which its authenticity rests, began to
prevail.*  Errors of the most awful kind were em-
braced, and met with little opposition. The public
and private worship of God was shamefully neglect-
ed, by vast multitudes ; and a life of faith, in its na-
trve simplicity, was to be seen only here and there,
emitting its light, like a solitary candle amidst a wide
region of surrounding darkness. Picty was hardly
visible in the courts of their princes, and met with a
cold, mhospitable reccption among their nobles, In

* Dr. Brown’s Appendix to Leland’s View of Deistical writers,

(
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the middling classes of society, she was still to be
found, and among the poor ; but her influence was
declining fast, through the force of abounding iniqui-
ty. Like the blessed Redeemer, from whom she
comes forth, she stood in the midst of her own pee-
ple, a stranger, ' friendless and forlorn, whom they
knew not.

This awful lethargy—this stupid indifference to
religion, was sensibly aroused by the French revolu-
tion, and the calamities it occasioned. The real lov-
ers of the Lord Jesus were awakened, and excited to
uncommon exertions for the promotion of his cause.
Their zeal has not abated ; their exertions still con-
tinue, and their numbers are iiicreasing. But, alas !
how few are they, when compared to those who still
sktep whilst God calls ; vho are still insensible,
though he visits the earth for its iniquity, Onthe
continent of Eurdpe, they constitute a mere handful,
~ and are “® an afflicted and poer people.” The iass
- of protestants are sadly degenerated from their origi-
- nal principles, and display the most threatening laxity
~ of practice andopinicn.* They have not repented of
 their sins, nor given glory to God ; but are careless
~ and securé-—regardless of the interests of Christ, and
~ totally engrossed with the concerns of the world,
Their professxon is a mere name, and their -external
adherence to it, the effect of habit and education.
Their indifference to the discriminating tenets of their
~* An account of the present state of protestants on the conti-
. nent of Europe, is contained in the Scots Presbyterian Maga-
- zine, for 1803 ; as aldo in the correspondence of 'the Missionary

Society in London, and the Biblical Society, with the religious
societies on the continent.
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religion, predisposes them to yield rcadily, to the
arts and designs of the catholics. The catholics, on
the contrary, amidst all the misfortunes of their
church, have never lost sight of her interest. Their
zeal, for the propagation of hcr faith and the enlarge-
‘ment of her torders, remains undiminished. Wher-
ever they possess the civil power, they do not hesi-
tate still to exercise it against protestants : and where
they do not possess this power they consider every
mean justifiable and meritorious, to convert protes-
tants to their communion. The principles they pro-
fess, oblige them to this line of conduct; for they
believe salvation is not attainable out of the pale of
their church. Hence they exert themselves to the
utmost, by their societies and other means, to de-
stroy the protestant heresy, and to bring the heretics
themselves to the knowledge of, what they deem, es-
sential truth. Unhappily, they have been hitherto -
but too successful : for they have evidently gained
ground, in the last and present century, notwithstand-
ing the abridgement of the pope’s temporal authority.
Many princes, of familjes which were once eminent
in their attachment to the reformation, have aposta-
tized. And states, by right of succession, have fal-
len into the hands of catholics. In Germany and in
Holland, the faith of many protestants has been un-
hinged, by artifice and sophistry, so that they have
fallen into the embraces of the Roman church.®* In
Great Britain, the catholics are striving to become
eligible by law, to the higher offices of state, and to
places of importance in the army and navy, from
which they are now wisely excluded.t Their at-
* Note 18. 1 Note 19,
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tempts are seconded by multitudes of protestants, up-
on principles merely political.*  So great, indeed, is
the indifference for the truth, which infects the latter,
that there is reason to believe that the former will
succeed.  Their emancipation, as it is improperly
called, will, 1 apprehend, be the death blow to the
protestant interest in Britain. It will open the door
for the re-cstablishment of that religion, against
which they have so nobly fought, in times past ;
in which case they may expect awful calamities.
‘¢ Where the catholic religion becomes powerful, it
¢ will shed the blood of its thoughtless protectors,
¢“ and as a serpent, poison the bosom which cherish-
“ ed it.”?+ The fall of Britain, as a protestant state,
will, perhaps, afford the true explanation to the slay-
ing of the witnesses. Such an event, though at pres.
ent unlikely from the religious complexion of that
country, may happen through the lukewarmness of
protestants, about those points in which they differ
from the catholics. So great is this, that, amidst all
their missionary exertions, thev have never yet adopt-
ed aregular plan for propagating the pure gospel,
among these deluded people. Many sinccre follow-
ers of Christ crr in this particular. Whilst they ar-
dently desire the cxtension of the Redcemer’s king-
dom, on grounds merely political, are they willing* to
give conscquence and influence to the most bitter op-
posers of that kingdom. This lukewarmness, then,
inasmuch as it exposes the protestants to their catho-
lic enemies, who are ever watchful, is a moral causc
sufhiciently powerful to producc the sad period, of
which we have already spoken.  From its operation,

* Note 20, t Helvetius on Man, Sect. 4, Chapt. 21.
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combined with.that of the abuse of the art of print-
ing-—of the prevalence of skeptical philosophy—and
of along continued succession of desolating wars,
each of which has been noticed in detail, we might
expect some awful calamity awaited the church of
Christ, even if we had no foundation, whatever, for
believing the two witnesses were not slain, but were
still prophesying in sackcloth. Sad as the times are
at present, we have thus reason to fear, from existing
circumstances, that they will grow worse and worse.
The indignation of Jehovah, which he is now pour-
ing out upon the ten kingdoms, will increase in vio.
lence, and spread wider and farther over the earth. -

What ample matter for serious meditation, does
the state of the world afford us ! The thoughtless
multitude, however, view the passing scenes, porten-
tious as they are, with feelings wholly political, Be-
lievers alone, recognize in them, the righteous judg-
ments of Almighty God. Filled with anxious cares
and solemn apprehensions, they tremblingly ask,
what must we do in this trying season ! Where must
we betake ourselves for refuge, from this storm of
divine vengcance ! An answer to these questions
will be found in the

II. Second general head of discourse ; which was
—to illustrate the direction given in the text, and
enforce it by an improvement, suitable to this solenin
occasion. ‘‘ Come my people,’’ saith God by the
prophet, ¢ enter thou into thy chambers and shut thy
doors about thee : hidc thyself as it werc fora little
moment, ’till the indignation be overpast”’—As if
he had said; “¢ You scc the indignation pourcd
forth; stay not to cncounter it, for it will overwhelm
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you. Retire in season ; hastento your hiding place ;
flee to your refuge from the storm.”” Thatrefuge is
Jehovah, the all-sufficient, who in Christ Jesus, is the
reconciled father, the covenanted protector of all his
people. Before they can betake themselves by faith
to him in this character, they must separate them.
selves from the world, which lieth in wickedness :
and after they have fled to him, as arefuge, in a prop-
er way, thev must henor him in the exercises of re-
ligion, Thus, then, the idea suggested by the text
is complex, presenting to our minds, chambers of
distinction, into which they must retire—chambers
of safety, in which they must be secured—and cham-
bers of devotion, in which they must be suitably em-
ployed. Entering into these, by faith, they must
shut the doors about them, and hide themselves :
that is, they must exclude anxiouys eares and vain
reasonings, about the issue of things, and be unmo-.
ved by the disasters which affright the world.

According to this view of the direction in the text,
it includes the following particulars, each of which,
in order, will be explained.

First. When God’s judgments are abroad in the
earth, his people must enter: their chambers of dis-
tinction. They must separate themselves from the
multitude who do evil, as a people who dwell alone,
and are not reckoned among the nations.* By the
spirit of God, they have, in their regeneration, been
called to be saints, and may, therefore, at no time be
conformed to this world,t which lieth in wickedness.
Still, however, they remain iz it, though they are no

* Numbers xxiii, 9. t+ Rom. xii. 2.
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longer of it ; exposed to temptations from its cot-

rupted manners, its viclous deeds, its evil commu-

nications. Hence, not a few of them, through the

force of example, operating upon the body of sin in
them, imbibe some portion of its spirit, and adopt
many of its maxims. Gradually they remit watchful-

ness over their hearts, and grow carelcss about their
spiritual state.  Sin Becomes familiar to them, so that
they see it in others without disgust, and tamper
with it themseives, without alarm. They lose their
relish for communion with God, and dclight them-
selves too much in the allowed indulgences of life.
The inevitable consequence of this decline in reli-
gion, is, that their evidences of an interest in Christ,
are obscured, the comforts of the Holy Ghost are ta-
ken from them, and they are exposed to the frowns of
their offended father. How necessary then, since
such is the influence of the world, that the people of
God should always be separated from its principles,
its morals, its customs, and its pleasures. Not that
they must, iikc monks, seclude themselves in clois-
ters : No, by nomeans. They must mingle with
the world, to perform their social duties, but this
they must do in their character of a *“ peculiar peo-
ple.”> Their conduct, from the very nature of things,
must be different from that of the multitude. They
must manifest a moral loftiness, a heavenlv sublimity
i their lives ; so that all men may say of them,
“ these are not of the world.” To this, they are es-
pecially directed by God, in times like the present,
when he has come forth out of his piace, to execute
judgment. Witha finger, as it were, he pouints to
the world, which has provoked his indignation, and
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addresses his people, ¢ Arise ye, and depart; for
this is not vour rest : because 1t 1s polluted, it shall
destroy you, even with a sore destruction.”*  Es.-
cape, then, for vour lives from it : delay not ; for its
fashion passeth away : flee to your chambers of dis.-
tinction. Live more ¢ holy, harmless, undefiled,
and separate {rom sinners.” Be crucified to the
world more and more. Seek a ¢‘ city, not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens.”

- Secondly, When God’s judgments are abroad in
the earth, his people must enter their chambers of
safcty. They must flee to him as their strong tow-
er—their sure, their only refuge. This they do by
faith, not merely an habitual belief of revealed truth,
cenerally, but a vigorous apprehension of this truth
in particular, that God is able and willing to support
them, under all their troubles. They look to his
wisdom, for guidance in their straits ; to his mercy,
for relief under their afflictions; to his power, for
victory over their enemies ; to his faithfulness, for
preservation amidst their dangers.t - And they do it
with certain expectation of receiving the assistance
they need. All the perfections of God are engaged,
by an oath, according to his word, for their security.
On his veracity, they rely with unshaken firmness ;
living upon his promises, which are suited to all the
varieties of their state, and never fearing disappoint-
ment. In his providence, they have the fullest con-
fidence, committing themselves, and all their concerns
to his supreme will : satisfied that he will ever do

* Micab ii. 10.
t Flavel's Righteous Man’s Refuge, Vol. 3,0f his works:.
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what is right, at all times, whether prosperous or ad-
verse, they trust, assurcdiy, that his eye is on them
for good, and his arm stretched over them for protec-
tion. "They regard Jehovah as their all-sufficient
father, who “ maketh all thiugs work together for
their good.”” With such a faith, what can alarm
them or destroy their peace of mind ? Since God is
tor them, whe can be against them ? Truly they are
““ as Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but a-
bideth forcver.”*  Under every affliction, they are
strengthened.  They bear every bereavement with
patience ; are fearless of every event, however for-
bidding ; and rejoice in hope of everlasting glory,
when the world threatens. The more gloomy the
day in which they live—the more awful the disasters
which befal them, the closer they cling, by faith, to
God as their friend ; and the more steadfastly they
rest on his promises, as Yea, and Amen, in Christ
Jesus. ¢ Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, can separate them from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus.t God is our refuge and
strength,” they sing with exultation, *a very pres-
ent help 1a trouble. Therefore will nrt we fear,
though the earth be removed, and though the moun-
tains be carried into the midst of the sea ; though
the waters thereof roar and be troubled; though the
mountains shake with the swelling thereof.”f Such
i1s the triumph of a lively fuith, even in the darkest
seasons of adversity. It gives a present subsistence
* Ps, exzv, 1. + Rom. viii. 38, 39. { Ps. xIvi, 1,2, 3.

H
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to things hoped for, and is the evidence of things not
seen.* To the exercise of this faith, the people of
God are directed, in thc day when he pours out his
indignation upon the earth,

Thirdly. When b judgments are abroad in the
earth, his people must hasten to their ehambers of
devation. They must engage in those cxercises of
religion, which are peculiarly suited to such a season
of calamity. The ruler of the world is then contend-
ing with men for their sins, and calling them to rc-
pentance and reformation, by his awful terrors. His
people, like Aaron of old, ought to stand between the
living and the dead,t interceding for the transgres.-
sors. 'They must confess the crimes of their fellow-
creatures, and their own, which have excited God’s
wrath. ‘They must mourn over them, with a godly
sorrow ; and must supplicate his mercy for the souls
he has made. Their prayers must be fervent—
carnest—eflectual ; such as the spirit excites. They
must beseech God, for the sake of Christ, that he
would stay thc progress of the destroying angel ;
that he would pour out his spirit upon all flesh ;
grant his grace unto the nations of the world ; bring
order out of confusion, and light out of darkness ;
protect them, and all his children ; build up Jerusa-
lem in troublous times ; cverturn every power which
opposeth his cause ; and cause all men, every where,
to offer incense, and a pure offering, to his great
and glorious name.

Such 1s the direction givenin the text, to the peo-
ple of Ged, when he comes out of his place, to visit

* Heb. xi. 1. + Num. xvi. 48.
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the inhabitants of the earth for the iniquity they have
committed, and the blood they have shed.

The direction is suitable to vou, believers, in this
assembly, and to all our brethren in this land. The
signs of the times portend evil, and the voice of our
master bids us hasten to our chambers. I have al-
ready said, that God is angry withus; and I now
ask, has he not cause for his anger ! As a people, we
have not, indeed, shed the blood of his saints. But
have we not, like Israel, kicked back, and lightly es-
tcemed the rock of our salvation ? Prosperity has
made us proud, luxurious, and immoral. We say
unto God, by our conduct, depart from us, we desire
not the knowledge of thy ways. Every kind of ini-
quity prevails among us. We are guilty of nume-
rous and aggravated NaTioNar sinNs. Time will
not permit a full detail of tiem. Permit me to
mertion a few, of the more prominent ones, to assist
you In the humiliation of this day.

1. The prevalence of infidel principles, especially
among our rulers, and leading men, is a striking na-
tional sin. These persons undoubtedly give a tonc
to our public manners, and the opinions of multi-
tudes, in the midst of us. As far as their influence
extends, so far our best intcrests sufier : for these in-
terests are inseparably connected with truc religion.
Reject this, and you throw down the only effectual
barrier against vice and ungodliness. In vain will
you lock for any other. Honor, reputation, the love
of virtue, and such like, are utterly inefficient. Like
the Philistines’ withs, they are nothing before the
Sampson of human corruption. Sad, then, is the
state of a people, professedly christian, whose men
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in authority do not Lelieve in the Lord God wha
bought them, but throw aside the obligations of his
revealed law. 'I'he magistracy among them, looscs
its dignity—the laws their encrgy— social order its
comforts—nay, its very safety. Decay, sure, though
slow, steals perceptibly upon the body politic, like
the grey hairs which were sprinkled upon ungodly
Ephraim ;* and destruetion will not tarry long be.-
fore it does its work. When the government of a
nation is irreligious and immoral, God withdraws his
protection, and they soon finish their career of folly.
Thus it was with Israel;, when impleus men ruled
over them ; and thus it will be with every christian
country, under similar circumstances.

2. Neglect of religious ordinances, and consequent
ignorance of gospel truth, is another of our national
sins. We have line upon line, and precept upon
precept ; here a littie and there a Iittle : but how few
of the inhabitants of the land improve their privile-
ges ! Here, there 1s none to molest, or make us afraid,
in our worship of God : yet, how few conscientious-
ly wait upon God, in his service ! How small is the
proportion of those who are punctual attendants at the
house of God, in comparison with those who absent
themselves, in whole, or in part! How many thousands
never either look into the word of God, for instruc-
tion, or pray in their families! What numbers of bap-
tized children; are trained up by thelr parents, in
the ways of folly and irreligion ! They are taught
how to “ labor for the meat which perisheth,” but
how to obtain that which perisheth not, they arc una-
ble to tell.  How gross, how dreadf{ul the ignorance

* Hosea vii. 9.



BN §

of vital christianity—of the essential doctrines of the
gospel, under which multitudes labor—not merely of
the lower classes, but of the higher ranks. Tiey
will embrace fundamental errors, with as much facil-
ity as fundamental truths ; not knowing the differ-
ence. Yea, andin this very ignorance, many glory.
Truly, though God has blessed some parts of our
countiy with times of refreshing from before his
presence, yet the ways of Zion, throughout the na-
tion at large, do mourn, because so few attend her
solemn assemblies—so few do know, and serve her
glorious Redeemer.

‘3. Inordinate cupidity after wealth, for its own
sake, or for the gratification of sinful propensities, is
another national sin. 'When God, in his providence,
smiles upon an individual, or a people, he demands,
and expects, a suitable return of gratitude. We
have, however, in this country, richly as God -has
blessed us in our basket and store, exerted ourselves
but little in his service. Immense sums of money
are expended on schemes for the accumulation of
property, but how small a portion of this world’s
goods, comparatively, is given for the promotion of
Christ’s cause ! By our prosperity, a taste for dissi-
pation has been produced, among all classes of men.
This is unfriendly to industry, and leads to extrava-
gance. Itis the enemy of virtue, and leads to im-
morality. Its effects among us are too obviousto he
denied. It has introduced sinful modes of living.
It has increased habits of intempcrance, as well as
the temptaticns and occasions to indulge in them.
Under its influence, amusements have been multi-
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plied, so as almost to make attendance on them, in
many circles, the business of life. I might refer you
also to -dresses, especially among the female scx,
which are indecorous. What evils has it not pro-
duced ! How much distress in fiunilies! What
profligacy in public manners ! To it, most rea/ fail-
ures may be. traced as their cause ; and by its spirit,
fraudulent failures are fostered and multiplied. In
a word ; it corrupts the moral taste, debauches the
chastity of the mind, and gives unbridled force to
the passions. |

4. Our political dissentions are a crying, national
sin. To differ in opinion upon government, in its
theory and administration, as upon other subjects,
cannot be avoided, andis no crime. This very dif-
ference, as it exists between men of equal talents,
equal information, and equal integrity, as weil as
standing, in life, calls for mutual forbearance, in those
who differ. I blush for my country, Iblush for my
native state, when I call to mind the feuds, which
this difference has produced. Inflamed by party
spirit, which is the bane of virtue, our citizens have
fallen out by the way. Ourelections, and the time
spent in preparing for them, arc periods of aggrava-
ted national guilt. Men are drawn from their lawful
occupations. They enter with heat into the merits
of their side ; regard with an evil eye, all those who
oppose them ; and engage with perseverance, in the
work of diffusing publications, whose avowed object
is, to ruin the reputation of their antagonists. The
peace of families is invaded ; the order of society
disturbed ; and God’s most holy laws arc Lroken.
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We are almost constantly ina state of hostility a-
gainst each other. The passions are excited ; ani-
mosity is cherished ; in a fatal moment, prudence is
forgotten, and open violence cnsues. If our liberty
can be secured no other way, than by the commis-
sion of such crimes —and crimes they are of a black
die—1I do not hesitate to declare, in this sanctuary of
God, and as a minister of the Lord Jesus, that our
liberty is a curse. To it, we arc .sacrificing person-
al comfort, the obligations of morality, and the all..
important truths of the gospel of our salvation. This
is our national idol, whilst the living God is forgot-
ten—nay, insulted. Surely, our conduct must of-
fend him, and draw down his displeasure on us.

5, Election of men, avowedly immoral and irreli-
gious, to office, is the last national sin I shall ne-
tice.* ‘The fact is notorious, for 1t is' defended as
correct conduct. The conclusion arising from this
fact, is obvious—that OUR MORAL STATE IS COR-
RUPTED: FOR IF WE DID NOT, AS A NATION,
LOVE SIN, WE SHOULD NOT CHOOSE ACKNOWL-
EDGED TRANSGRESSORS FOR OUR RULERS. In one
particular, this national crime has reached an alarm-
ing height : I mean in regard to duelling. That
nefarious practice 1s forbidden in our laws, as well as
those of God. Yet, in defiance of this, we find du-
cllists in our courts of justice ! and in our halls of
legislation ! They are caressed by the great ; they
are admired by the vulgar ; they arc noticed in our
papers.  Instead of the stamp of infamy being affixed
to their name and memory until they repent, they

* Note 21.
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arc encircled, by public opinion, with a species of
elory. This shews, that public opinion, with us, is
cenlisted on the side against God and virtue. Sure-
ly, no man, stained with a crime of this kind, ought
to be countenanced or elected to an office ; nor ought
any immoral and irreligious man : for eternal truth,
Jehovah himself, hath said, ¢ When the wicked
beareth rule, the people mourn.”?*

Think not that I desire the establishment of any par-
ticular denomination of christians, by law, or the in-
troduction of a religious test. No ; by no means.
Christians, your conscience is allthe test I want. If
that is alive, you dare not, as you value the presence
of your God, countenance a man, who yocu know
blasphemes yotir Redeemer ; and who, by hi. impi-
ety, seeks the destruction of your fondest hopes. If
the consciences of christians in this respect, through-
out our land, had been ever thus alive, they would
have paid more deference in time past, to the charac.-
ter, which God himself, by his servant, has drawn of
a good magistrate. ¢ He that ruleth among men
must be just, ruling in the fear of God.”’t

When we call to mind these sins, which have
thus been briefly noticed, who feels not that the
words of the prophet are applicable tous ? ¢ Ah, sin-
ful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of
evil doers, children that are corrupters! they have
forsaken the Lord; they have provoked the Holy One
of Israel to anger ; they are gone away backward.”}
Well may we say, ¢ Righteous art thou, oh Lord,
and upright are thy judgments.|| We lic down in

* Prov. xxix. 2. 1 11 Sam. xxiii. 3. { Isaiah 1. 4,
[l Ps. cxix. 137,
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our shame, and confusion covereth us: for we have
sinned.®  Surely, we ought to be humbled before
God, for our national guilt, and supplicate him to
pardon us for the sake of our blessed Redeemer.
Nor ought we to forget our own sins, fellow.belicv-
crs ¢ for none of us but are guilty, thc various re-
lations of life, as well as 1n th duties of our ¢ heay-
cnly calline.”? Our closets, our fumilies, our friends,
the public, all can testify against us before God, that

ve have n ot acted {uithrully for him, nor served him
wi_th our whole heart.

Surely, then, we have aburidant reason to hasten to
the throne of grace, 1n our devotions, that we may ob-
tain mercy, and find grace to help, in this time of
nced. We have '1bundant cause for hastening to our
strong tower, our sure refuge, Jehovah, the all-suffi-
cient, and hiding ourselves under his wings, We
have abundant cause for hastening to our retirement,
separating oursclves from an ungodly world. Bya
holy singularity ; by a vigorous faith in the perfec-
tions, promises, and providence of God; by humilia-
tion and prayer unto him who heareth prayet ; can
we alone save ourselves, and be truly serviceable to
our country, and to the world at large

The prospect belore us as christians, and as mem-
bers of society, 1s, indeed, gloomy : but the period
of retribution on the enemies of God, in the temporal
cffects of which his people are involved, though sup-
ported in thelr spiritual state, through its whole
course, will be but short—only for a little moment,
says God.  The word cannot here be taken in its

* Jer, i, 15,

I
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literal sense, but must be understood with some lat-
itude, as denoting a tonsiderable, though compara-
tively, a short space of time.* Such it will be at
least : for the 1260 years of the reign of the ma~ or
s1N, must, in all probability, tcrminate at, or about
the year 2000 of Christ, or 6000 of the world. The
death of the witnesses, which he will consider as the
final establishment of his kingdom, will be the great
event that will produce his destruction.t The wit-
‘nesscs, at the expiration of three prophetic days and
“a half, that is, three ycars and a half, will suddenly be
‘raised again, and stand on their feet. This will
speedily be followed by the establishment of Christ’s
kingdom in the world, on the ruins of the kingdom
of darkness. The means by which this great con-
version of nations will so soon be effected, itis prob-
able, will be the gospel seed, which is now sowing in
different parts of the earth, by missionary institutions.
This seed will be silently and imperceptibly shooting
up, till the time when the witnesses are raised, when it
will spring forth to view, bearing fruit. Before that
time comes, you and I, believers, will be gone down
to the chambers of the grave, and securely hdden
from all the troubles and calamities of life. May we
be at rest then in the Lord, and stand in our lot, at
the end of the days, before the bar of our glorious
judge.

Brethren, I have finished the work which the bu-
siness of this day required at my hands.

Entering these courts as mourners—treading these
ways of Zionassuppliants before (zod, it was necessary

* Macculloch on Isaiah. 1 Note 22.
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that the causes of our sorrow and our tears, should be
unfolded. You have heard the present calamities of
the world traced back to moral and religious sources,
and the dealings of God justified—You have heard
the probable issue of these calamities unfolded, at
some length—You have heard your duty, as chris-
tians, under these calamities, illustrated and enforced ;
[ intreat you, most fervently, to realize the awful
signs of the times—to examine, with care, into the
unparalleled state of the world. This is not the ex.
clusive work of the politician—it is your work believ-
ers : and, with the assistance of revelation, you cando
it with advantage. The trumpet of alarm has been
sounded by the watchman, soas to giveadistinct sound,
that the direction of God, by the prophet, might be
suitably impressed on every heart. "This sanctuary
of God will bear me witness, that I have discharged,
though imperfectly, yet faithfully, my duty. The
voice that now warns, may not warn often : it will,
ere long, be lost in death, But the truths it has ut-
tered, will remain for your improvement. They are
everlasting truths of the living God, which will never
jall.  Meditate upon them, seriously and habitually.
Test yoursclves by them, and let them regulate your
lives. By your conversation and conduct, strive to
promote the cause of Christ, and the best interests of
your country.

On you, also, ye who live careless of eternity, and
neglectful of your perishing souls, GGod has claims,
and to you he is speaking. By his judgments, he is
now teaching you the lessons of righteousness, to
which, hitherto, ve have paid little or no attentjon,
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“ The Lord’s voice 1s to the city, aund the man of
wisdom shall see thy namc : hear ye the red, and
who hath appointed it.”"*  To-day, then, if ye will
hearken to his voice, harden not your hearts, as the
Israelites did, in the provocation i the wilderness.
Reflect upon your past misconduct, your waste of
time, your neglect of mercy, and the contempt you
have cast, hitherto, upon the blood of the covenant.
Presently the scenes which now please your fancy,
and bewitch your hearts, will be no more. The
world which you love, will pass away with a great
noise, and the clements will - melt with fervent heat.
In that tremendous catastrophe of nature, perish your
hopes and your happiness forever. Dclay not then
until it be too late : but now, in this accepted time,
and in this day of salvation, hasten to Christ.  Make
your peace with God through them. Why will ye
dic, since life is offered to you ? Why will ye prefer
everlasting destruction, to everlasting blessedness ?
Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise {from the dead,
and Christ shall give thee light. In that retribution,
which God now 1nflicts upon the inhabitants of the
carth for their iniquity, you see the certainty of that
final retribution, which awaits the ungodly, on that
day when God shall come to judgment.  Scoffers
may ask, ‘“ where is the promise of his coming !
for since the fathers fell asleep, ail things continue as
they were from the Leginning of the creation.  But
the Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some
men count slackness ; but is long suffering to us
ward, not wiliing that any should perish, but that all

¢ Nicah vi. 9,
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should come to repentance, and live.  The day of the
Lord will come as 2 thief in the night ; in the which
the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and
the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth
also, and the works whichare therein, shall be burned
up.”* What a day will that be ! how terrible ! If
now, the hearts of men fail them for the calamities
which are in the world, how much more then ! If
God’s vengeance now, be awful, how much more so
then ! The Lord Jesus will descend with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and the trump of
God. The dead will be raised, and the living caught
ap in the air. The books will be opened, and the
fate of every man determined for eternity. What
horror ! what alarm ! what convulsions among those
who know not God ! Oh, be persuaded now, ye who
are afar off, to cast down your weapons of rebellion,
and makc your calling and clection sure. Be wise
in season, and prepare to meet your God in judg-
ment. AMEN.

* 11 Pet, iii. 44 9, 10,



APPENDIX.
Note 1.

V 1TRINGA (hinks, that the 24, 25, 26, and 27 chapters of Tsaiali,
wore partly accomplished in the times of the Maccabecs, in thosc
of the Apostles, that of Constantine, and at the reformation {rom
popery : but that they will be maore amply fulfilled in the latter
day glory, when antichrist shall be destroyed, Rone laid in ashes,
and the Dragen cast into the bottomless pit. He considers the
encmies of the church, in the times of the Maccubecs, as typical
of the popish adversaries; and that, therefore, her deliverance
i the one period, was typical of her deliverance in the other.
Sce Bell’s « Spirit. lifting up a Standard,” p. 282

Note 2.
Thus the angel told Daniely chap. 7, v. 24; and one of the
seven angels, John, Rev. 17,2.. Sevcral interpreters have at-

tempted a list of thesce lungdoms ; for which, sce L'aber’s disser-
tation, vol, 1, p. 179, and onward, 2d ed. [.ond. In some of the
catalogues, the dukedom of Ravenna is included. This, as it
never was ‘n independent kingdom, cannot be meant, as Faber
shews in tne place above quoted.  In others, the Vandals, and in
others, the Saracens of Africa, are mentioned; but neither of
these supported the first beast, in its idolatry and persccution of
the true church; and yet it is expressly said, the ten kings gave
their power and streagth to the beast. Rev. 17,13, Lowman
supposecs, from the use which is made of zen, In prophetic lan-
guage, to denote scveraly, that there is no nccessity for finding
the precise number ten, of kingdoms, crected on the ruins of the
Roman cmpire ; but only of severely, which is foct: and this fact
is a memorable event of Providence, and a distinguishing mark
of this period of jrophecy.  Sce his wm'k on Revelation, note o
the 13th verse of the 17th chapter,

Note 3.

Taber, in his dissertation on the prophecies, appears to me to
have sutisfactorily shewn, tiat the e horned beasty 15 the spiritu-
al cmpire of Rome, as distinet from the ten horned beasi, which
is the temporal Roman empire, inits idolatrous and persccuting
state. Vol. 2, p. 259, 2ded. Lond.  Bishop Newton supposes this
spiritual empire ¢ ommcn( ed in the year 727, when the dukedon
of Ravennabecame the property of the Roman pontifi.  He men-
tions other memoiwable wras in the 8th century. Vol. 5, p. 398,
399, 3d ed. Lond. "T'he twocras mentioned in lhn discourse, are
supperi~d by the strengesturgiments. Time alone can deter:
mine the wioe one.



71

Note 4.

The language here used may appear harsh yet equally hersh
language, if it 1s so0, has been used by the most eminent, able, und
humane protestants. 1 could quote Vitringa, Juricu, Chandler,
Jortin, Sherlock, and a host like them, in confirmation of this as-
sertiony were it necessary.  Whoever will read Mosheim’s Ec-
cles. History, Bishop Newton on the prophecies, or Lowman
and Johnson on the Revelation, will find such a dctail of ini-
quity and crucliies, committed by the church of Rome,
us to justify all that the protestants have said of her.  And if their
view of her be right, as I believe, il she be truly mystical Babylon,
the God of truth hath aftixed on her the stamp of pre-eminent,
ceverlasting infamy.  Sce also, Memoirs of Pius VI. in which
Lnom,h is said of the Roman hicrarchy, to convince cvery unbi-
asscd person of its monstrous pollution and iniquitics.

Note 5.

¢« 1t is farther intimated,” says Bishop Newton, ¢ that she, viz.
Rome, shall be swallowed up by a subterraneous fire ; shall sink,
like a great mill-stone, into the sca, and her smoke shall rise up
for cver and cver: and the soil and situation of Rome, and the
neighboring countries, greatly favor the supposition.” Vol. 3, p.
404. It is said, Rev. 19, 3, that her smoke rose up for ever and
ever ; where there scems to be an allusion to what Isaiah said of
Edom ; chap. 34,9, 10. Andby Edom, the Jews themselvesun-
derstand, Rome. The genuine editions of the Chaldee para-
phrasc, run in the following manner: ¢ And the rivers of Rome
shall be turned into pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone,
and the land thereof shall become burning pitch. It shall not be
quenched day noy night, and the smoke thercof shall go up for
ever.” Vm'mga, on the passage. It is well known, that Italy,
und the adjacent countries, arc of a sulphureous, and bituminous
snil There have been, even at Rome, cruptions of subterrane-

ous fire, which have consumecd scveral buildings. The fuel
secmis to be prepared, and scems to wuit only for the breath of

the Lord to kindle it.  Bell’s ¢ Spirit lifting up a Standard,”
p. 29.

Notc 6.

“ It is computed, that in France were slain a million of Wal-
denses, inthe tlurtccnth century.  In 1572,0n St. Bartholomew’s
day, were slain, in cold blood, 5000 protestants, in Paris, and
25,000 in the Provinces. 1t is rcckoned that about this time,
within thirty yeurs, were martyred for the truth, 39 princes, 148
counts, 234 barons, 147,518 gentlemen, and 760,000 of the com-
mon people.  These cruelties were committed prm lous to the
accession of the house of Bourbon. By one of that house, the
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cdict of Nantz was revoked, and a sceney too horrible cven to be
sketched, commenced, of cruelties, massacres, and oppressions,
11 which 100,000 protestants were murdered, and which termie
nated in the banishment of 800,000 of them from the Kingdom.
For information, sce Mosheim’s Eccles. His. Fabet’s Diss. vol.
5 o 241, The persecuting spirit of France,and of the housc of
Bombon, however, did not spend its force in these dreadful ef
forts. As lute as the year 1752, attending religious assemblies
(ot protestants) was punished with loss of nobility, bdmshmcnn
imprisonment, scour gnw, the gallies, and death.  Parties of sol-
diers, says Rabaut in his memom.xl attack their defenceless
mectings, and wound, maim, or kill, men, women, and children.
Bibles, found in the possession of any, were burnt, and the pos-
sessors put to death. Husbands, wives, and children were torn
from one anothcr’s arms, that the children might be re-baptized,
and educated in popery, and the parents compelled to renounce
their rehgmn. By the violence of the soldiers, massacrcs were
committed in private houses ; and many whom they seized were
honged, and thelr carcases cast on dung hills.  All this happen-
ed in our enlightened century, in the most polite and civilized
nation. It is no wonder that despair drove some to violent mea-
surcs, in seli-defence; and that many sought safety by flight.
‘Their bowels were rent, by taking from them, what, in this world,
was dearest to them. Inthe most christiun kingdom, a dark dun-
geon, or the gallics, or death, was his reward, who would not live
as an atheist, without worshlppmg God : and complaints of this
barbarous treatment, were accounted crimes. See No. 6, vol. 3
of Dr. Erskine’s Sketches and Hints of Church History; in
which the state of the protestants in I'rance, down to 1775, is cx-
hibited, as abridged from continental writcrs.

Such has been the conduct of the Botirbon family in France.
The first onc on the throne, viz. Henry IV. rotwithstanding his
high reputation, was an apostate, who sacrificed his conscience
for his crown ; and his descendants have, to the protestants, been
dreadful tymnts.

Not less cruel has been the house of Austria. Its career of
persecution began with Charles V. who destroyed the celebrated
league of Smalcald, and contemplated the total ruin of the pro-
testant interest in Germany. His brother and successor to the
empire, I'erdinand 1. after he had overcome the German protes-
tants in war, cruelly persecuted the Bohemian brethren ; scourg-
ing soine, behcading others, levying heavy fines upon oth'=rs, and
sequestering all the estates of others.  Then he ordered all their
miristers to be apprehended ; and, in 1549, published a decree
for extirpating them ; in conscquence of which, 200 ministers
were banished the kingdom. By him also, many copics of Lu-
ther’s trunslation of the bible were burnt.  Rodolphus I1. the
second from him, destroyed all the protestant schools wnd
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chuvehes in Austri s and particularly, in 1601, vielewly toul
From themy and bustowed on the Jesuits, the churches In Lintz
Under the reign of Ferdinand of Gratz, the second from him,
commencedl the thirty years war, which threatened the extine-
tion of the protestant interest, and would have accomplished it,
had not the wallant and pious Gustavus Adolphus, king of Swe-
den, mtol‘powd and defended his brethren, The crueltics exer-
visedy the blood shed, the iniquity committed, by the catholics in
mis w ar, exceed all belief. 'In a thousand different ways, wor-

thy ol fiends, did they oppress and destroy the protestants.  "The
cperor himsetf, w hen told of the ruin and slaughter occasioned
by this wor, zuahnlv auswercd, ¢he had rather wlpn overa deso-
lute than a damned Lkingdom.”  Such was lusblgotl y—-50 dark-—
50 u,ucusombl (S0 111;1\1 In Schiller’s History, in Mosh-
cim’s Church Iln,.atory and other writers, a particular account
will be found: as also in Gillies® Historical Collection, vol. 1.
T'his dreadful wur terminated in the peace of Westphalia, which
guaraniced security to the protestants.  Against this peace, the
Pope remonstrated ; and it has never been recognized by his
successors.  Ience (he grievances of protestants have not Leen
ended: for as lute as 1764, they presented a memorial to J oseph
11. on his election to the empire.—Erskine’s Sketches, vol. 2,
No. 2. In Hungary, cspecially, they have been vexed and per-
sccuted, in spite of treatics and promises, beyond all bounds.
Sec the above work, No. 7, The empress, queen Maria The-
resa, was an encmy to them; and the present emperor appears
to be a determined supporter of the spiritual rights of the pontiff.
The popish princes of the empire have not been backward in fol-
lowing the example of their sovercign. As late as the year
1632, the archbishop of Saltzburgh, Baron of I'irmian, banished
30,000 protestants from his dominions, with circumstances of ag-

gravated cruelty ~—Sec Gillies’ Historical Lollcctwns, vol.2. for
ah account of this event.

Note 7.

When it 15 said, ¢the very calamitics they now suffer in Hol-
land has been predicted by some of theirdivines,” itis not meant,
that these divines predicted the establishment of a monarchy in
Holland, and the subjection of that country to France ; but only,
that they foresaw calamitics, such as they now suffer from war
w1d oppression, which they expected would be inflicted on them,
by papists, atheists, and time-servers. Among other instanc cs,
I shall mention Fruytier, who, in a work called ¢ Sion’s Wrest
lings,” published in 1715, declares his beliefy that God was pre-
paring heavy judgments for the Netherlands ; and insinuates bis
apprehensior, that the instruments would be such characters as
have bheen just now roentioned.  So great was the fear of the

protestants, concerning the papists, ﬂm m 17248, the deputices of
K
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the General Synod, presented a remonstrance on the subject, to
~the States Generaly in which they mentiony that the number of
~ Catholicsy since the year 1650, had icreased 350,000, An ac-
~count of this will be found in a work, ascribed to the Rev. Pre-
tessot” Bruce, of the Antiburgher Sceceders, in Scotland, called
“Pree thioughts on the mlu‘uuon,” &c. by Colvinus Minory p.
299, In 1746, Mr. Ravestyn, one of thc respectable clergy of
that day, published a tract called, “The necessity of watchful-
ness against the pa,plsts ;”" in which the danger of protestants in
~ Holland, {rom them, is pointed out, and measures recommended
~for warding off the dangers. In a discourse on 2 Chronicles, 7
13, 14, published in 1770, by Appclius, onc of the most uble dc»
enders and expounders of evangelical truth, which that or any
“other country has ever produced, the moral andlchgjloub statc of
- Holland, is represented as very deplorable.

* 'T'hc vicinity of this country to France, and the party in it who
have ever been favorable to I'rance, have caused much of the
corruption which heretofore prevailedin it, and preparced the way
 for 1ts present awful state.

Note 8.

"The success of the catholics in Germany, and othet places, is

chicfly owing to the Jesuits: 'Thisorder, though nominally sup-
pressed, stilt exists. Indeed, #ts constitution is such, that no hu-
“man power can destroy #. They are countenanced in Austria,
~and have the directicn of the schools there. In many popish
German courts, under the name of ex-jesuits, they are father-
“confessors and tutors, to young princes.  In the Palatinate, espe-
“cially the Dutchy of Juliers and Bergs, they are favorably receiv-
‘ed; teach schools, preach, hear confessions, and have a college
morc numerous than others. In Bavaria they have amazing in-
flucnce. In Sweden and Denmark ti¢y have many adherents.
In West Russia they have a religious establishment of their own.
Like Protcus, they change themselves into every different shape.
'I'hey travel as abbeys, as secular clergymen, as bishops, as lay-
men, as merchants, as lovers of arts and sciences; and for the
glory of God, as they deemit, they cven appear in protestant
cihurches, as protestants. .Unwary protestants, they engage n
plans of union with papists. T hcv got them In secret soclctics,
and make them promise subj cction to unknown superiors. Pro-
testants, through their meuans, recommend popish books, which
are written with a professed view of lessening the differences be-
tween the two denominations.  Of their arts and success, an ac-
count, abstracted from a German work, is given in LErskine’s
bketches, vol. 1, No. 10.

Note 9.

Whoever will be at the trouble of reading the correspondence
of this Ling with Voltaire, in his works, will be convinced of his
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gross, his abominable infidelity.  Of the infidelity of his court,
and the number of scoffing sophists around him, Thiebault has
yriven us a satisfuctory account.  "l'o Silesia, he himsclf, indirect-
ly, in one of his works, acknowledges he had no legal pretensions.

And who can justify the partition of Poland, and the scizure of
Hanover, by his successors? Indeed, the concern of Austria ind
Russia, in the business of Poland, if there was no other cause, sat-
isfactorily vindicates the government of God, in suffering the for-

mer to be robbed of her German territories ; and the latter to be
baflled and aefeated by France.

When it 1s said, that the foundation of the revolutions and con-
vulsions, which have taken place in Europe, was, perhaps, laid
here, itis not meant that a regular plan was concerted, or even
imagined, by any of the infidel sophists of Irederick’s court ; but
merely that the countenance they received from him, emboldcn-
cd them, gave them reputation clsewhere, introduced them in the
petty courts of Germany, made their writings popular, and made
them exert themselves more for the extension of infidelity, than
they could have done, or would have dared to do, withoutit. I.et
it be remembered, that these sophists were chiefly Frenchmen.

Note 10.

For an account of thesc missionary institutions and charitable
assocmtlons, the reader is referred to any of the religious magu-
zines of the day, published in this country or Britain : but especi-
ally to the ¢ Christian Observer,” published in London. In that
work, will be seen the shocking distresses in Germany, occasion-
cd vy Bonaparte s march through it, in his last war with Austrla,
and the assistance contributed by the British nation, towards alle-
viating these distresses.  The bible society has already expended
between 5 and 6000 pounds sterling, in accomplishing its object.
‘They have published three reports, from which it appears, that
they have printed and circulated, at their expense—new testa-
ments in the German language, 5000-—in the Icelandic, 3000—
1n the Spanish, 5000—in the I'rench, 7000 copics. They have
given two separate sums, of 1000 pounds cach, towards the trans-
lation of the scriptures, now going on in Bengal, into ten diff erem
languages, among which is the Chinese. lnc‘\ have made ¢
rangements, by procuring types and paper, tor printing 5()00
copies of the new testament, in the Turkish language.  They
have printed 2000 copies of Johr's gospel, in the Mohawk lan-
guage ; and scveral thousand Welsh new testaments. . A more

minute detail will be found in the * Panoplisi,” published at Bog-
ton, vol. 3, p. 232,

Note 11.

The first grana mqmm*or in Spuin, Torguemads, in the spare
~f 14 years, persecuted nearly 80,000 persons, of wwhom 600y
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were condemmed to the flames. D isvacll’s € Curtositios ol at-
crature,” vol. 1, p. 280, 5thed. "This 1s a sutficient specimen,
of what that nation must be,y In its moral chacactery, which has so
long suliered the inquisition among them.

Note 12.

Aggrandizement stmilar to this, appears to have been an ob-
ject steadily pm‘sucd by the Frenc] 1 government ever since the
administration of Cavdiral Richelicu.  Perhaps the project of o
confederated republic in Kurope, which Jenry the IV had form-
ed, first gave rise to their ambitious views. l.ewis XIV. had
ncarly attained his wishes by force, to the destruction of the sove-
reigntics of Europe. Under his successors, travellers have been
sent forth, specially comm”™ ioned, into Turkey, Egypt, and oth-
cr places, to bring information of the strength, wcsources, &c. of
these places, so as tc prepare for futurc attacks in defenceiess
parts. Every exertion has been made, to make the French lan-
- guage, the language of Europe, as also their modes; thus pre-
. paring the way for their future ascendency. 'T'he papers and me-
- morials of the different mmlsters, undcr the old monar chy, must
~ centain a fund of information, concemmg the means of increasing
the splendor and authority of the nation abroad.  Under it, diplo-
matic mtr;gue was brought to its present perfection. These pa-
pers, &c. are in Bonaparte’s hands, and the diplomatic skill of the
nation at his disposal. No prince is so well served, in this re-
spect, as he 1s. By intrigue of his ministers, he (,ﬂ'ccts almost as
- much as by the force of his armies. Ineverycourton the conti-
nent, he has his SplCS, so that he can, and docs anticipate every
measure adopted against him.

Note 13.

The writer here meant 1s [Fuber, who, 111 vel. 2 of his work, 2d
ed. p. 222, in anote, says, that the government of Bonuparte is
now plainly thic representative of the Carlovingian licad of the
beast. His remarks, on the patriciate and imperic] cuthority of
Charlemagne, commence 2t p. 214, He proves, to my iull satis-
faction, that one of the emperors of this h"(, was to sluy the wit-
nesses. The beast that ascendeth out of the bettomless pit, is
the agent who does this, according to prophecy.  'This beast, ac-
cording to Rev. 17, 8, is the heast tha: was, and is not, anid yetis.
He is the iirst beast Joan saw, and symbolizes with Daniel’s
fourth beact. By this the Reman empure is mesnt,  Of course
it inust answer, in some respecets, o the descriptions here given
of it. A beast, 1 prophetic language. is an tdolatrous, tyrannical
ciepire. As such, the Romen enpire ceased to be, nnder Con
stantine ; and reviv ecl agatn, when it setup the ty m‘:mir:zl suprena-
v of the Pope, and supported the worship of suunte and mwtves
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T'he existencey non-cxistence, and re-existence of the beast, were
under its sixth head, or the imperial form of government, e
appeaved under his eighth head, which is of the seveny, when John
saw the harlot seated on him.  This beast is distinet from the
harlot, the spiritual empire of Rome. - The hierarchy, then, does
not slay the witnesses ; but only excites to the measure. The
cighth beast, or the eighth form of government, will be chargea-
ble with 1t.

Note 14.

Asafarther proof of what is here stated, let the rcader obscrve
the following. By a late decres of the French government, it is
ordered, that no church book, psalm book, church music, catc-
chism, or praycr bock, shall for the future, be printed without the
cxpress permission of the bishop of the diocese, and this permis-
sion shall be affixed to each copy. All beoks, not licensed in this
manner, shall be considered as pirated, and shall be scized and
confiscated. Lvery proprietor, publisher, and author of such
copies, shzlil be liable to a fine, amounting to the value of 3000
copies of the impression ; and every purchaser of them, provided
it be proved that he has no connection with the publisher, shall
be liable to a fine amounting to the value of 500 copics.

Note 15.

By the constitution of Holland, the king and the law determine
all that 1s judged necessary in the organization, the protection,
and the exercisc of all religious worship.

Note 6.

Usher, who foretold the calamity of lrcland and the commo-
tions of England, forty years beforc they cume to pass, used to af-
irm with confidence, *that a sad persecution would befall ali the
protestant churches in Europe, the most grievous of any which
she had hitherto suffered : and that Rome should then suddenly
fall, when most secure of all things, she should trust in her state :
that the persecution should be raised by the popish party ; and
that hypocrites,and nominal christians, who constitute the outward
court of the temple, should chiefly fall : that they who constituted
the inner temple of God, should be saved ; and that this lust affiic-
tion should be followed with the glorious and wished for state of the
church.” T merely remark, as the witnesses ave stationed in the
inner temple in Joha's vision. fiom the allusion mude to the

1. s R S e . . ] ’ '
golden candlestick, which stocd i ilic Luiv place, 1t tollows, that

the persceution which Usher apprehended. must extend to the
thnicr teniple oo, sinee thie witiesves are sizin, . Such s Dre. Gill's
opinion, ¢xHressed m a seron preached in 1700, He supposes

R L N . } 41‘ N - ) ‘v" 7’. ) ‘ o ,f , s - ) =
“the ight ot tie gospel will Le w holly withdrawn for a while;
the outer court GV OT e the (“(.‘;Z!fj;‘évvé-‘«; cretior canresenh the inner
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court, and slay the witnesses.  The slaying of these Withesses,
which is yet to come, will make a \dlblﬂc\l m;rht, and be accompa«
nied with the universal spread of popery.” The same sentiment
is expressed by Professor Veneina, of Leuwarden, Holl:md, in
1775, in his 4th academic oration ; an abstract of whichis given
by Dr. Erskine, in his ¢« Sketches,” vol. 2, No. 8. Dr. Erskine
mmself who died only a few ycars back, was of the same mind.

ce No 9, of the above work.

In addition to these, I only add bishop Newton, who considers
the slaying of the witnesses yet to conie,

Note 17.

Infidels say, that in rejecting religion, they only act according
to the dictates of reason. Inanswer to this,let it be remembered,
that the vilest superstition, or falsc religion, cmbraces more esscn-
tial principles of truth than the varied and studicd systems of infi-
delity. In every superstition, the followmg truths are more or
less distinc tly recoqmzed, viz.—the existence of a Supreme Be-
ing—the fact of his having revealed his will to mankind—thc
duty of worshipping him, in some public imanner—and a future
retribution. In the systems of infidelity, you find the three last
excluded : and as for the first, the best of them, like stupld Pa-
gans, seem to consider it a matter of indifference whether there
is one God, or fifty : and the worst, reject his existence. Com-
pare these sybtems with the works of creation—with facts in the
world—with principles engraven indelibly on our fiame—with
the very throbbings of ;he human heart in every country ; and
you will find they arc MORE IRRATIONAL—LESS CALCULATED
FOR PUBLIC BEKEFIT AND PERSONAL COMFORT, THAN THE
VILEST SUPERSTITION. The reason why the tendency of these
principles do not appear, in those countries where they exist, is,
because tliey are controled by the very superstition, (as they term
religion) against which they fight. Remove the restraints of
religion, and then vou see what infidels are, and what is the ten-
dency of their principies. In the reign of atheism in Irance,
God has given the world a lesson on this subject, which ought
never to be forgotten. The murders and cxcesses of that peri-
nd, arc a warning to all nations, XOT TO TRUS? IN THE MEN WHO
WOULD ROB THEM OF THEIR RELIGION, BECAUSE 1 CONTRA-
DICTS REASON .ND ABRIDGYS HUMAN HAPPINESS.,

Note 18.

Sce Note 8, and the :uuthority referred to there : as also the
abstract of Venema’s oration, given by Dr. Erskine, in vol. 2, No.
8, alrcady quoted. I only add, that the Iranciscans and Minor-
1tes are successful in making converts in Holland.  As late as
the year 1786, attempts were begineing by ¢ the socicty for reli
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U:ma union,” to make prosclytes to the Roman foith, T‘Li« ShE

cicty was under the influence of catholics ; and its leuder in Leip-
zigr, boasted that he had gained 20,000 protestants o his plun

\\ hoever wishes more information on this sul sjeety, will find 1t
in Frskine’s Sketches, so frequently quoted.  They contain the
only English account of the state of the protestants in furope,
down to the vear 1795,

Note 19.

The Roman Cotholics now Jabor wnder no incapacitics, in
which al! theiv tellow sabjects, of whatever denomination, do ot
participatc.  YWithout taking the oath ot supremacy, no protes-
tant can be admitted mto cither house of Parhament.  Without
recciving the sacrament also, aceording to the rites of the church
ol In gland, no protestant can be adraitted to those high offices of
state, trom which the Roman Catholics are excluded. Dy their
refusal to take those tests, to which all their fellow subjects are
obliged equally to su bmit, they do, therefore, exclude themselves
from the situations to which they a:pae The canons and de-
crees of the Romish church in ail U%Cb shew, that the Pope 1s be-
lieved to possess, not only spirituel, but temporal dominion ; they
also breathe a spiritof rancorous hat red to protestants, and L‘lough
in both these respects, some amelioration may have taken place
of late, yeta considerable degree of hostility to protestannsm still
prev aﬂ& ; and however it may be disavowed in theory, yet in prac-
tice the spiritual dominion of the Pope really invelves temporal
power. It has been said, indeed, that the Pope possesses now no
temporal powerover Irish Rc man Catholics ; but can he not dis-
solve marriages at picasure ! Is henot the supreme judge in aill
questions of inheritance ? Doces he not also possess the formida-
ble pewer of excommunication ! Ought men, suhject to aforeign
jurisdiction so arbitrary and despotic, to be admitted to the pos-
session of pulmmi power, in tlv s {rec country ? In various dc-
crees and bulls 1t has also been stated uaumt!v, that oaths to
keretics are nullties ; and even in the presentday, Dr. Milner, an
npostolical Viear, has declared, in a work written by him, that
the performance of ail eng: \gements, however solemnly entered
intoy must irn on the question of prudencem—Christion Qbserv-

f’f’, vol. 4.
Note 20,

iu the wholedebute, on the catholic emaneipation billy in the
British Parliament, the urguments for, and against it, were whol-
iy of o political nature. On this subject the editors of the Chris-
tun Gbserver, tor 1804, v say, 4 We cannot contemplate, without
« feeling of dismay, the possibility thata wider prevalence should
be wiven to the ant-chrstian superstitions, ﬂu::: rdolatrous wor-
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chiurch,” - T eoncur with them in opinton, that this view of the
subject deserves consideratior-—nay, it is the only view in which
protestants ought o regard it,  The spiritual authority of the
Pope 1s still recognized, and the detestable principle, that no
fuith is to be kept with heretics, has never been disavowed by che
licud ol the Romish church.  To the danger arising from the
prevalence and power of Romaen Catholics, few protestants scem
sensible,  What 1’ Alembert suid of them is but too true.  As
for the catholics, the Pope is regarded by them as the head of the
church: by suge and moderate protestants, he is seen in the light
of asovereign prince, whom they respect, though they donot obey
him: but in an age like this, be is no longer antichrist in the
opinion of any body.~—Hurd on Prophecy, vol. 2, p. 39,

Note 21.

~ From this charge, the state of Connecticut must be cxempted.
Morality and rcligion, in the opinion of her sons, are essential
qualifications for an office.  The admirable order which prevails,
with but few exceptions, - throughout heir borders, is a practical
answer to all the theories of skeptical philosophers, on the sub-
ject of civil society, Her first founders were a godly race who,
by their faith and prayers, secured a noble inheritance for their
posterity.  Verily righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin (in
which is included infidelity and irreligion) is the reproach of any

people.
Note 22.

- The very triumph of mystical Babylon will constitute a part of
her retribution. The disposition of mind which prompts her to
slay the witnesses, is a righteous judgment. The act itself, be-
ing atrocious to un extreme, becausc indicating detcrmined and
persevering hestility against the saints of the Most High, will ag-
gravate lier guilt. By it she hastens her downfall, as it will be
the consummation of her crimes; by it she seals her final and
cverlasting perdition.

i . - opniages ——

LPOSTSCRIPT.

Stiiee vending ‘hesce sheets to press, the author has scen Van Mildert’s ser-
mons, delivered at Boyle™s leeture, from 1802 to 1805, to which he ret s the
reader i confirmation of what he has advanced coucerniug popery.—-Sce val.
1, p. 319~314.  This writcr also considers the patronage which Frederick the
Groeat of Prussia guve to the skeptical philosophers of the day, as the great
cause of the prevalence of their principles, and the disusters flowing from such
prevalence, in the world—$8ce vol. i, v. 382385, Maorcover he considers the
slaying of the witnesses yet (o come, but hazards no opiniow wihetlicr it will be
effected by infidels or apostates.-—Vol. 1, p. 452154,

i il

ERRATUM =Y. 50, iy Jie veferenee (o Lowman, fur note 6, vead noie ¢
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