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THE

OECONOMY
OF THE

DIVINE COVENANTS.

BOOK IV.

M
CHAP. IV.

Of the Decalogue.

ATTERS had a quite different appearance un-

der Moses. What was spoken here and ther-e, and de-

livered only by word of mouth, was now enlarged with

very many additions, digested into one system, and, at

the command of God, consigned to unperishing records;

which neither the rage of enemies, nor fire, nor sword,

nor ali-consuming time, shall be able to abolish. But

neither the nature of our design, nor our intended bre-

vity, will permit us to prosecute every thing at large,

that comes under this head. In this chapter we shall

treat concerning the giving of the law, and the covenant

of God with the Israelites founded on that law.

II. It was the peculiar privilege of the people of Is-

rael above other nations, that to them pertained the cc
venants and the giving of the laiv, Rom. ix. 4. Now,
the laws given them, were of several kinds ; of which

there are only three mentioned by divines. The moral.

Vol. UI. A



Z Of the Decalogue.

or the decalogue, the ceremonialy and the poUtlcaly or

forensic. The people of Israel may doubtless be con-

sidered three ways. 1. As rational creatures, depend-

ing upon God, as the supieme reason or cause, both in

a moral and natural sense. And thus the law of the de-

calogue was given them ; which, as to its substance, is

one and the same with the lazu of nature, binding men
as such. 2. As the church of the Old Testament, who
expected the promised Messiah, and happier times,

when he should make every thing perfect. And in

that respect they received the ceremonial lain, which

really shewed that the Messiah was not yet come, and

had not yet perfected all things by his satisfaction, but

that he would come, and m.ake all things new. 3. As
a peculiar people, who had a polity or government, suit-

ed to their genius and disposition, in the land of Ca-

naan : A republic constituted not so much according

to those forms which philosophers have delineated, but

which was, in a peculiar manner, a theocracy, as Jose-

phus significantly calls it, God himself holding the reins

of government therein, Judg. viii. 23. Under that view

God prescribed them political lazvs.

III. We are first to speak of the decalogue and its

promulgation. Moses has accurately described it Exod.

xix. & XX. Tlic Lazvgiver, or if you will the Legisla-

tor, is God himself. The one Lawgiver, zvho is able to

save and to destroy. Jam. iv. 12. who has a right of do-

minion over the consciences of men : who, as the su-

preme reason or cause, is the rult: of all reasonable crea-

tures ; and as the supreme Lord, is the Ruier of all,

and, by taking Israel to himself for a people, in an es-

pecial manner shewed himself \o be their God. In the

first words of the law, he asserts his own Divinity, pio-

cJaiminr, IaniJt:hovu!: thy Gcd.
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IV. Rat we judge it cnminal for any to doubt, that

tliis is to be understood of the whole undivided Trinity,

whose equal majesty in one Deity we are all bound to

acknowledge and worsliip. Nevertheless, as the Son

of God was then, in a certain peculiar respect, the King

of the people of Israel, and of the church at that time ,-

tlie giving of the law is also, in a singular manner, as-

cribed to him. For Stephen, in express words, declares.

Acts vii. 38. compared with ver. 'ib. that it was an an-

gdy who spoke with Moses and the fathers on mount

Sinai, even- that very angel, who appeared to Moses in

the bush, and said, that he was the God of Abraham^

Isaac, and Jacob. Now, no Christian will deny, tliat

this was Christ. And Clirist certainly is he zvho asceud-

ed on high, &;c. Psal. Ixviii. 18. compared with Eph.

iv. 8. But he himself wentforth btfoj-c his people in the

zvildcrness, xvhen iJie earth shook, the heavens also drop-

ped at the presence of God ; even Sinai itself zvas ??wved

at the presence of God, the God of Israel, that is, at the

giving of the law, Fsal. Ixviii. 7, 8. Certainly the

apostle, Heb. xii. 26. says, that he zvho spokefrom hea-

ven, and whose voice then (namely, at tlie giving of the'

law) shook the earth, was our Lord Jesus Christ, to

whom we are now also tohea^ken; as Zanchius has

learnedly observed, toin. iv. lib. 1. c. 12; who profes-

sedly and at large proves, that he who promulgated the

law, was the Son of God, de tribiis Ehhim, lib. 2. c. 3.

V. What the celebrated Jac. Aitingius has observed

on Deut. v. 6. from a catechism of the ancient Jews,

very much deserves our notice. The Jews say, "Three

spirits are united in one j the lowest spirit, which is

called the holi/ spirit : the middle spirit, which is tHe

intermediate, and called zvisdorn and intelligence j and

thi^ is the spirit which proceeds from the midst of the

most consummate beauty, withfre a?:d icattr : the su-
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preme spirit, which is absolutely in silence, in whoni

all the holy spirits, and all the bright persons consist,"

Rahanal.fcl. 132. col. 3. They also say, that /, and

thou, and he, are names of God, denoting three persons,

and, at the feast of tabernacles, they all profess it in

their prayers ; / and he, save, Ipray. Moreover, they

say, that, when the law was promulgated, there were

two persons. For, quite to the end of the second com-

mandment, the discourse runs in the first person, / the

Lord thy God, Ssc. For I the Lord God, Sic. of those

that hate me, S(c. of those that love me, 8(c. In the

third and following commandments, God is mentioned

in the third person : Thou shall not take the name of the

Lord thy God, Sic. The stihbalh of the Lord thy God.

Which having observed, they proceed thus :
" That the

two first words or commandments, were spoke by the

supreme spirit ; but the other words, by his glory, cal-

led El ScHADDAT, known to the fathers, by whom the

prophets prophesied, who is called Jah, in whom is

the name of God, the beloved of God who dwelt in

the temple, and the mouth of God, and the face of

God, and the rock, and that goodness which Moses

saw, when he could not see God," Bccliai,fol. 88. col.

3, 4. Elsewhere they call him the Schechinah, " by

whom there is access to God, by whom prayers are

poured out to God : who is that angel, who has the

name of God in him, who also himself is called God
and Jehovah." I inquire not now, how solid these

reasonings of the Jews arc. It is suflicient to have

mentioned these remarkable records of an ancient cate-

chism concerning the plurality of the divine persons ;

of which there are also indications in the decalos;ue

itself.

VI. Angels were present, as jninislcrs, at the giving

of the law by the Lord Christ. Whence Stephen says.



Of the DncALocrE. %

Acts vii. 53. that the Isrnditcs received the larc hij the

dispoaition of angelsy eis diatagas angel on. Gra^

tius observes, that eis here signifies amidst, and that

diatagas, denotes troops, ran^^ed in military order

;

that the meaning is, the law was g-iven in a masniS-

cent manner, amidst many troops of angels, and that

there was a reference to Deut. xxxiii. 2. These thlnjrso
are not improper. But others would rather take di a-

tage, for a command, ordinance^ and sanetio?i : as*
Rom. xiii. 2. And they render eis, at : in which

sense the Son is said to act at tlie pleasure of the Father.

Ludovicus de Dieu lias learnedly expressed that mean-

ing ; and as his words tend to explain several passages,

we shall not scruple to insert them as follows. " Ste-

phen had said, ver. 38. that the angel spoke with Clo-

ses in mount Sinai, even the same, who had appeared

to him in the bush, ver. 35. who, though he was in

himself God, yet is here oeconomically considered as the

angel of God, and the Captain of the other angels.

He gave the law to Moses, from the midst of the an-

gels, who surrounded him on all hands. Of which

there was a figurative representation in the sanctuary,

where God sitting between the cherubim, delivered his

oracles.—Hence Psal. Ixviii. 17. when he had said. The
chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands

of angels, the Lord is among them ; he adds, Sinai is

in the sanctuary r to teach us, that as God, when for-

merly surrounded on Sinai with myriads of angels, and

riding on them, as on chariots, gave forth the law, so

the sanctuary resembles mount Sinai, where God rides

on a chariot of cherubims. Seeing therefore the law

came forth from an assembly of angels, whose president

* Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth te dia-

TAG E, the ordinance of God.

Vol. hi. B



6 Of the Decalogue.

was the supreme angel Jehovah, the apostle justly said,

that it \\7is pronounced and ordained by angels ; Stephen,

that it ivas received by the people by the disposition of

ans,els. Diatage angelon is here the same thing,

as the decree of' the ivatchers, and the zvord of the holy

O^zt^^-, Dan. iv. r7. The decree and mandate of the

angelic senate is understood, over v/hom the Son of

God presided as supreme ; in regard of v\'hom the same

decree is called, ver. 24. the decree of the Most High."

Thus far de Dieu.

Yll. But what kind of ministry did the angels per-

form to God at giving the law ? 1 . It is certain, that

with their heavenly choirs they surrounded the mount,

and added to the majestic pomp of the Lawgiver, and

were witnesses of all that was transacted. The consi-

deration of this was capable of striking not only terror

into the Israelites, but should also have inspired their

minds with reverence, that the angels, in whose as-

sembly the law was given, might not be witnesses of

their perfidy. To this purpose is Deut. xxxiii. 2. Jeho-

vah came from Sinai, he came zvith ten, thovsa7ids of

saints ; from his j-ight hand went a fiery lawfor them.

2. It is not improbable, that the sound of those words,

in which the law was conceived, was formed in the air

by the means of angels. For God properly uses not a

voice : this is a degree of imperfection : but yet it is

called the voice of God, formed in the air in some ex-

traordinary manner, to express the mind of God, for

which purpose he uses the ministry of angels : namely,

the law was given in thunder and lightning ; the thun-

der indeed, which formed the matter of the voice, which

proclaimed the words of the law, must certainly have

had an articulation superadded, which was framed by

the means of angels, Philo, in enarratione decalogi,

says, God spoke not by himself, but *' filling a reason-
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able mind with a distinct knowledge, which moulding

and attenuating the air, and changing it to a flaming

fire, he gave forth an articulate sound ; a-s breath does

through a trumpet." I know^ not, whether he intend-

ed the same thing that we do. Vv'e mean nothing, but

what the apostle said, when he calls the law, the zvord

spoken by angels, Heb. ii. 2. Not that it was any cre-

ated angel, who said, / am Jehovah thi/ God. These

are the words of God ; but that the thunder, in wliich

God spoke, was produced by the means of angels, and

articulated into words intelligible to man. They who
understand by angels only their presence and attend-

ance, as 2 Tim. ii. 2. among many zvitnesses, too much
lessen the force of the apostle's comparison, by which

he prefers the gospel to the law" on this account, that

this last was promulgated by the ministry of angels, the

, former published by the ministry of the Son of God ma-

nifested in the flesh. See Cameron and Ivlestresat on

the place. 3. It is probable, that the tables of testi-

mony, on which the law was written by the finger of

God, were delivered to Moses by the intervention of

angels : and to this I refer Gal. iii. 19. 77/6^ laiuwas

ordained by angels in the hand ofa mediator.

VIII. Moses was the other minister of God at the

giving of the law_. Moses commanded us a law, even

the inilieritance of the congi^egation of Jacob, Deut.

xxxiii. 4. The laxozvas given by. Moses, John i. 17.

And Moses is that mediator, in whose hands, as we
have just learned from Paul, the law was ordained by

angels. We can by no means agree with a certain

learned author, who denies, that Moses was the medi-

ator of the moral law, and maintains, that by the law

we are to understand the ceremonial only ; and he

thinks, the history of the promulgation of the len Vvords

or commandinents removes Moses to such a distance
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from the olTice of a mediator, that it places him in the

same rank and order with the people, Exod. xix. 25.

So Moses went down unto the people^ SCc. and Exod. xx.

1 .> And God spake, S(c. But, if I mistake not, the ve-

ry learned person mistakes the case. Moses indeed

went down from the mount, to put the people on their

guard, not to break through the boundary, by coming

up to Jehovah : and having executed that commission,

he, together with Aaron his brother, went up again, at

the command of God, some little way at least, Exod.

xix. 24. and stood nearer when God promulgated the

laws. AVhich done, he again spoke with the Israelites.

Very many considerations sway with us, thus'to range

these matters. Let us, first, consider ver. 9. A?id Je-

hovah said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick

clond, that the people may hear when I speak with thee,

and believe thee fcr ever. From this it appears, that,

from among the whole assembly, God called Moses by

name, and recommended him to the people, as the

messenger of God, when he promulgated this law.

And Moses himself declares this, Deut. v. 4, 5, C. Je-

hovah talked with you face to face in the mount, out of

the midst of thefire (I stood between Jehovah andyou at

that time, to shew yuu the word ofJehovah : for ye were

afraid by reason of the fre, and weyit not up into the

mountJ saying, I am Jehovah thy Cod, &"<:. And what

is plainer than that of Stephen ? Tliat Moses zvas in the

wilderness with the angel, which spake to him in the

mount Sinai, and with ourfaihej^s,, zvho received loot a
ZoNTA, the lively oracles, to i^ivc unto us. Acts vii. 38.

Where Bcza says, *' It is not to be doubted, but Luke
calls log I A, oracles, whsit the Flebrew calls thezcord.\,

and'has an eye to Cod himself, v^ho is said to have pro-

nounced, and dehvered them to Moses, written with

his own finger." And what" appearance of truth is
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there, til at by log i a Zonta, livdij oracles, we are

only to understand the ceremonial laws, and not those

precepts of the moral law, which whoever does, shall

live in them ? And this very learned author himself has

elsewhere observed, that the words, laiv, statutes, and

judg}nents are oktn synonymous: but whenever they

are thus joined together, they are distinguished from

each other by a peculiar signification ; and thiat by to-

RAH, is understood the moral lazv ; by CHUKKiM,the
ceremonial, and by mishphatim, the forensic law.

But now these three are so joined, as that each of them

is ascribed to Moses, Mai. iv. 4. Remember ye the law

of Moses vn/ servant, zohich I commanded milo him in

Ilorebfor all Israel, with the statutes and judgments.

You sec, that the law equally with the statutes and

judgm^ents are ascribed to Moses. In like manner.

Lev. xxvi. 46. These are the statutes, «72^/ judgments,

and laws, xvliich Jehovah made between him and the chil-

dren of Israel, in mount Sinai, by the hand of Moses.

Moses therefore was even the mediator of the moral

law, and his institutions are erroneously restricted to

the ceremonies.

IX. The time of the publication of the law is suppo-

sed to be the fiftieth day from the departure of the peo-

ple out of Egypt, and from the celebration of the pass-

over. Hov/ to fiivi out tills number of days, see Rivet

on Exod. xix. 1, And thus the Israelites were taught,

that they were not then to be at their own disposal,

when they were delivered from Egyptian bondage by a

bountiful hand, so as for the future to live at their own

discretion ; but to enter into the service of God, and to

apply themselves to it with the greater earnestness, the

more they were set at liberty from the bondage of

otliers : as Zacharias also prophesies, Luke i. 74, 75.

That being ddivcred out of the hands (four enemies, zvc
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night serve him .xcilhoiUfear, in holiness and righteous'^

vess before him, all the days of our life. God likewise

ordered three days to be set apart for preparation ; be-

cause none has access to familiar converse with God,

:but he who has duly consecrated hin:iself to him.

• X. The p/arf was mount Sinai, sometimes also called

Iloreby Deut. v. 2. Exod. iii. 1. and sometimes tlie

mount of God, 1 King xix. 8. Tkelazv teas given in the

inoimt. Beza on Exod. xxiv. says, " that from the

height of the place we may gather, how sublime, or

how different from human institutions, the law was,

which Moses received." That mountain was situated

in the deserts of Arabia, an uncultivated and barren

spot, far from Canaan, opposed to mount Zion, which

was greatly cultivated and very pleasant, Psal. xlviii. 3.

and situated in the heart of the promised land, from

whence came forth the law of faith. Is. ii. 2, 3. For

the law cannot give life to sinful man, render him fruit-

ful in the practice of true holiness, and introduce him

into the heavenly country. That is the province of the

gospel, zvhich is the ponder of God unto salvation, Rom.
i. 16. We are not to despise the observation of Lud.

Capellus on Gal. iv. 25. that mount Sinai was so cal-

led from the word sen eh, which both in Hebrew and

Arabic signifies a thorn, bush, and briers. For God
spoke here to AIoses//'6'?7i the bush. Mount Horeb

also denotes driness and desolation : for God made
choice of such places and names in giving the law, with

a particular purpose, that the names might answer to

the things ; and the things tipified, to their types. The
law, considered in itself alone, is more dry and barren

to sinful man than any rock or sandy desert, from which

not even a drop of true piety can penetrate, into the

heart of man ; it also forms a horrid waste and desola-

lion - by its tlircats and curses, with which, as v,'ith so
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many thoriis. It pricks and wounds the conscience of

the sinner. And what the most excellent Lightfoot has

remarked, deservn^s also to be added, Miscellan. c. 59.

The ceremonial law, which only regarded the Jews, was

given (at least, as to a great part of it) piivately to Mo-
ses in the tabernacle, Lev. i. 1. and was demolished

along with the tabernacle, when the vail was rent

The moral lazv concerns the whole world, and was pub-

lished in i:he sight of all ; namely, from the top of a

mountain ; and ought to last, as long as any mountain

shall stand. The judicial law, which is more indifferent

and may stand or fall, as shall seem m^ost expedient for

the common-weal, was not published so openly as the

one, nor so privately as the other.

XI. Besides, though the people were in their man-

ner externally sanctified, jet they had not free access to

the mountain. God commanded that the mountain

and the people should be kept within bounds, and

threatened those with death, who should dare to go up
to the mountain, or to touch any part of it, Exod. xix. 13.

This command appeared so severe, that Paul declares,

thei/ could not endure it, Heb. xii. 20. And as it is

truly delightful and good to draxv near to God, Psal.

Ixxiii. 28. so it is unpleasant and m.elancholy to be de-

barred from access to him. That command was a

proof that the Israelites were imipure, and unworthy of

the pre_sence of God. The very animals, appointed for

their service, were reputed impure. And therefore

proclamation was made, If even a beast touched the

mountain, it should be stoned or thrust through zcith a

dart. To such a degree v/ere all things brought into

the bondage of corruption by and on account of sinful

man, Rom. viii. 21.

XII. There were likewise awful signs, such as loud

claps of diunder, quiveiing flashes of lightning shining
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a]on<^ the cioud of thick darkness which covered the

top of the mountain, black vapours of smoke ascending

up to heaven, the earthquake, the quaking of the very

mountain, as if sensible of the approach of God, and

many other circumstances recorded, Exod. xix. 16, 18.

Deut. iv. I'l. Heh. xii. 18. Now, to what purpose

was all this apparatus ? It was", 1. To proclaim the tre-

raendous majesty of the Lawgiver, and to beget in the

souls of men a reverence for his law j God himself is

come—that his fear mm) he before your faces, that ye

$^rt noty Exod. xx. 20. 2. To display the nature of the

law, which, by demanding perfect obedience, and by

the addition of dreadful threatenings, wonderfully

strikes sinners to the heart, and, without any mixture

of gospel-grace, leads to despair, and is to them tJie

ininisiry of death and condemnation, 2 Cor. iii. 7, 9.

But it is otherwise with the gospel, which, in this res-

pect, is opposed to the law, Heb. xii. 18, 22. . 3. T"0

put the faith and constancy of the Israelites to the trial,

whether this terror of God would bring them to humi-

lity and obedience, or whether through forwardness

they would pour contempt upon him, or out of despair

rebel against him, Exod. xx. 20. TJiat he migJit prove

you.

XIII. But, notwithstanding this display of majesty,

the Israelites saw no form or similitude of God, Deut.

iv. 12, 15. This was on purpose to prevent them from

entertaining gross conceptions of the God of heaven, or

corrupting themselves, and vialdng to themselves a gra-
ven image, the similiLude of anyfgure, the likeness of
wale orfemale, ver. 16. For to what could they liken

him, of whom they saw no similitude ? Is. xl. 25. To
'.chom then icill yc liken ?ne, or shall I be equal f' saitk

the holy One.
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jilV. The laWj which God, in this manner, pub-

lished, consists of tc?i Ti:ords or ccnimandments, Exod.

xxxiv. 28. Deut. iv. 13. Wherefore the Greeks also

called it d-ec alogos, i\iQ ckcalogue. Moreover the

contents of those ten words are various. ] . Tliere is

the prescription of certain duties ; and in this the na-

ture of a law, as suclt, properly consists. 2. The

threatening of divine vengeance against the transgres-

sors thereof, as in the second and third commandments :

and this is the sanction of the covenant of works, from

w^hich all threatenings are derived, as we explained at

large, book iii, chap. i. sect. 22. S. The proposal of

divine grace and favor ; and as this is made to sinners,

and that under a condition, not of perfect, but of sin-

cere obedience ; so far it flows from the covenant of

grace.

XV^. xVil the duties, required by the law, are com-

prehended under this one, viz. love, which is therefore

called thQfalfilling of the law, Rom. xiii. 10. and Ilie

bond ofperftctness, Col. iii. 14. Moreover, seeing love

cither ascends to God, who, as the chief good, is to be

loved above all, and with all our strength ; or extends

itself to our nei.o^hbour, w^hom we are bound to love as

ourselves, since he belongs to God equally with our-

selves ; therefore Chnst divides the whole law into those

two capital precepts, Matth. xxii. 37, 38, 39.

XVL The most high God was not only pleased to

publish his laws to Israel with a loud voice, in the pre-

sence of the most august assembly of the whole people,

but he likewise engraved them with his own finger on

tables of stone, polished by himself for that purpose,

Exod. xxiv. 12. & xxxi. 1,8. Deut. ix. 10. Ke chose

to write his law, in order to prevent the oblivion of it,

and to perpetuate the memorv of the giving and receiv-

Vol. III. d
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ing it in Israel. And hence these tables are called the

tables of testimony, Exod. xxxi. 18. & xxxiv. 29. both

because they contained the declaration or testimony of

the divine will, and because the preservation of them

by the Israelites, was a testimony of the law given to,

and received by them at Sinai. This writing also sig-

nified the purpose of God, to v^'rite the law on the hearts

of his elect, accoi"ding to the promise of the covenant of

grace, Jer. xxxi. 33.

XVII. Nor is it for nothing, that God himself would

be the author of this waiting, without making use of

any man or angel. For this is the meaning of the Ho-

ly Spirit, when he says, that the tables were written zvith

the
,
finger of God, Exod. xxxi. 18. and that the writing

was the writing of God, Exod. xxxii. 16. The reasons

were, 1. To set forth the pre-eminence of this law, not

only above all human, but also above the other divine

law^s, which he permitted to be written by Moses. 2.

To intimate that it is the work of God alone, to write

the law on the heart, which is what neither man himself,

nor the ministers of God can do, but the Spirit of God
alone. And thus believers are the epistle of Christ, zorit-

ien not zvith ink, but iviih the Spirit of tJie living God, 2

Cor. iii. 3.

XVIII. It likewise merits our attention, that thij

WTiting of God was not a drawing of certain letters on

a plane, but an engraven zvriting, by incision and * ex-*

cavation, Exod. xxxii. 16. The term charuth,
which occurs no where else, seems bv a commutation

of letters of the same organ teth and thau, to be

from CKARAT, which signiiics a graver, graving instru-

ment or tool : so that charath sieniiies to cut icilli a

graver or stile, as R. Salomon has observed. This sig-

* The author says, her tncwovin ef exccvatwnem^ which last signi-

ties u making hollo^v.
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nified not only the perpetuity of the law, in respect of

its obligation (for characters so engraved are with much
greater difficulty effaced, than letters drawn upon a

plane) but also its deep engraving in the inward parts

of the electj which Satan himselt, v*^ith all his power

and stratagems, cannot erase. If we consider ourselves

as corrupted by nature, our sin is xvritten with a pen of

iron, and ivilli the point of a diamond^ it is graven npon

the table of our heart, Jer. xvli. 1. But the grace of

God will cancel that writing of sin, and, in the room of

it, with the graver of his most holy Spirit, will engrave

on the same table of our heart the characters of his law.

XIX. Nor must we omit, that God would not write

his law on paper or parchment, nay nor even on wood,

but would engrave it on tables of stone. That was done,

as Abrabenel well remarks, " that the foundations of the

law might always remain uncorrupted, and tiiis be a

monument of the perpetuity of the law." The other

laws, which were to continue at least till the time of

the restitution, and whose abrogation was at hand, for

the weakness and unprofitableness thereof, Hcb, vii. 18.

were written by Moses on a less durable material. But

this law, which is of eternal obligation, was engraved

by God himself on stone. And why may we not, on

this occasion, reflect on the stony hardness of our own
hearts ; on which, however, the characters of the divine

law are imprinted by the Spirit of sanctijBcaticn ? Mus-
culus in Locis covimunibiis de decalogo says, " It wd.s

not enough to have heard the voice ot God, unless there

was also a literary monument, written by the finger of

God, for the benefit of posterity, and for the conviction

of the rocky conscience of a hardened people ; and

therefore tables of stone, and not paper were used."

See also J. Gerhardi Loc-. comniun. de lege, sect. 5. § 32.
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XX. These tables were two in number, enjoining

the sanctincation both of soul and body, the love both of

God and our neighbour. They were also uritten on

bolk their sides j on iJie one side and on the other xvere

ihei/ icrilLen, Exod. xxxii. 15. Which is either to be

understood thus, that the tables shut or closed on each

other like writing tables, and were written on their two

sides that faced each other : or, what appears to be

more simple, that each table was rilled up with writing

on each side thereof, in the manner of that which the

Greeks call opsthographa, opsthographj/. And
thus provision was actually made against a possibility

of either taking from, or adding any thing to this law :

which also God expressly charged upon his people,

Deut. iv. 2. and xii. 13. Nor is it preposterous to

think, that, by this means, the sanctilication of the

whole "man was shadowed forth. As there was no-part

of these tables left unwritten by God, so there is no

part of the believer, which the Spirit, by his sanctifying

influences, does not pervade, 1 Thess. v. 23.

XXI. But we cannot v/ell determine, what number
of precepts God inscribed on each table. For, when
we refer the former precepts, treating of love to God,
to the first table ; and the six following, which treat of

love to our neighbour, to the second table ; we do not

so much consider the manner of God's writing, as the

nature of the things ; as Christ also did, Matth. xxii.

We have just heard, that the tables v/ere written on

both sides : and that they were of equal size, is very

probable. But the four former precepts greatly exceed-

ing the other six in length, it is scarce credible, they

were contained in one table.

XXII. When Moses came down from the mount,

with the tables, written by God, in his hand, and, on
his approach to the camp of the Israelites, observed the
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calf, which Aaron had cast or founded at their com-

mand, he was moved with a holy indignation, and

threw the tables out of his hand and broke them, Exod,

xxxii, 19. Deut. ix. 16, 17. We are by all means to

conclude, that Moses, fired with a zeal for God, broke

these tables consistently wdth his duty. For this con-

duct tended, 1 . To strike the Israelites with shame and

terror, since, by this alarming action, he much more

efiectually convinced them of their breach of covenant;,

than he could possibly have done by any vehemence or

warmth of words ; by depriving them of that inestima-

ble treasure, whereby they had otherwise excelled all

other nations of the world. 2. To demonstrate, thai^,

by their breach of the m.ost solemn covenant, they made

themselves unworthy of the symbol of the divine pre-

sence. For the words of the covenant were written on

the tables, in order to their being placed in the ark, and

that God might dwell upon the ark in the tabernacle.

Therefore, by this indignation of Moses, God so order-

ing it, it came to pass, that there was nothing which

could be deposited in the ark j and so the tabernacle

could neither be erected, nor the propitiatory or mercy»

seat be in the midst of Israel.

XXIII. Nevertheless God, being entreated by Mo-
ses, renewed the broken covenant, commanded Moses

to hew two other tables, like the former, on which God
himself might write the same w^ords, Exod. xxxiv. K
Thus he was pleased to manifest his grace, that some

token of his displeasure should remain, lest the facility

of pardon should produce indolence and s^oth. There

was no art of man used in the former tables ; both the

tables and the writing were God's. But nov/ some

part of that so great dignity was impaired 3 since Mosei

was commanded to bring the stones, when polished by

tiie hands of man, tliat God might wiitc the ten words
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upon them. We are, however, taught, that the most

holy persons can, indeed, offer nothing to God {if even

they can do that) but smooth tables vv'ithout any cha-

racters. The whole writing is to be entirely ascribed

to God the author of holiness.

XXIV. While these things were doing, God again

prohibited the Israelites from comjing near the mount

;

nor, indeed, did he suffer either sheep or oxen to feed

in sight of it, Exod. xxxiv. 3. because, by their idola-

try, they had made themselves abominable in the sight

of God. We men, perhaps, might have thought, that

the miracle would have been more illustrious, if the

writing had been made to appear in an instant on the

bare tables in the sight of all : but now the writing was

performed in secret, before Moses alone, in order to

leave some room for faith, to embrace even what it sees

not. However, God sufficiently obviated the cavilling

of carnal reason ; it being evident, that Moses neither

took any graving-tool with him, nor could find any in

the mount. For God so orders the dispensation of his

heavenly doctrine, as to prove the obedience and doci-

lity of believers, and yet to leave no room for doubting

;

as Calvin has ingeniously observed.

XXV. But there was another way by which God as-

serted the authority of his law ; namely, by that extra-

ordinary splendor, which glistened >n the face of Mo-
ses, when he came down from the mount, with the ta-

bles of the testimony in his hands, so that the Israelites

were not able to look upon him, but he was obliged to

put a vail on his face, when he spoke v/ith them^ Exod.

xxxiv. 30, 8cc. This also was a part of the ornament

and glory of the law, as the apostle intimates, 2 Cor.

iii. 7. For, it Moses himself, who v/as a minister, ap-

peared in such emiinent glory, the ministration itself

could not be less glorious. But since the Israelites
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could not bear that splendor, that was to them an indi-

cation, how far they had departed from God by their

ingratitude, who were so much afraid at the sight of

the servant. This distinction therefore might really

humble them ; since Moses was favored with a nearer

view of the ?]ory of God himself, and with havins: the

effulgence of that glory in the skin of his face ; while

they, being struck with terror, started back at the sight

of a nuoital man. Lloreover, it being said, that Moses^

when he spoke to Israel, put a vail on his face, this was

a proof, that the great mysteries, and the true end of

the law, which is Christfor righteousness, to ever if one

that believetil, Rom. x. 4. were concealed from them,

2 Cor, iii. 13. And nnally, the apostle observes, that

the glory of the face of Moses was to be done avyay as

useless, 2 Cor. iii. 7. It might be, that this shining

splendor of his skin lasted not long ; at least it vanished

at death : which was a visible proof, that the glory of

the Mosaic ministration was afterwards to have a peri-

od, to make way for the more eminent glory of the mi-

nistry of Christ.

XXVI. These tables were deposited in the ark of

the covenant under the mercy-seat, Exod. xxv. 16.

Deut. X. 5. 1 Kings viii. 9. not only to be kept there

as a most precious piece of furniture, and a symbol of

the divine covenant 3 but especially to signify, that

Christ, who was typified by the ark, was to have the

law of God in the midst of his bowels, or within his

heart, Psal. xl. 8. aiid to fuMil it perfectly for his peo-

ple : likewise, tliat Christ had not only the propitiatory

pr mercy-seat, whereby our sins are covered, but also

the law, which was to be the rule of life and directory

of gratitude to those who are reconciled with God.

XXVn. It has been former]}', and is to this day a

matter of dispute in the chuich,, whether tlie laws of
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the two tables, as they \vere given to the people of Is-

rael by Moses, are of perpetual obligation, and extend

even to us Christians. Hieronymus Zanchius, cpenim

torn. iv. lib. 1. c. 11. maintains at large and by several

arguments, that we Christians have nothing to do with

the moral precepts, as they were given to the Israelites

by Moses ; but only in so far as they agree with the

law of nature, common to all nations, aiid were con-

firmed by Christ, whom we acknowledge to be our

King. And Musculus v>^rites to the same purpose, Loc.

commun. dc abrogatioue legis Musaiccc. But while Da-

vid Parens gives his opinion about the opposite opinions

of Dominicus a Soto and Bellarmine, the former of

whom denied, that we are subject to the law of the de-

calogue, as it Vv'as delivered by Moses ; but the latter,

on the contrary, maintained, that the law, as given by

IMoses, was also binding on us ; though he premises

(ad libr. Bellarmmi de jiistificaticne iv. c. 6.) that it is

of small importance to dispute about the ministry of

Moses, by which the law was form.erly promulgated,

provided the lav/, and the obedience thereof, be in vi-

gour or force in the church : yet he says, that Bellar-

mine's opinion is to be retained, as the safer and more

preferable. Rivet, in explicaf. decalog, think?, that

the difference is not in the thing, but in the man-

ner of expression : for all agree, that all the moral

duties contained in the law, are of perpetual observance

amiOng Christians, in so far as they are natural precepts

imprinted on the minds of ail, by God, the author of

nature ; and as, by way of instruction, they are con-

tained in the written laws, they are a great, nay a ne-

cessary help to our weakness and ignorance. Yet he

rather seems to incline to the sentiment of Zanchius and

Musculus. We shall comprehend our own opinion in

the following positions.
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XXVIII. 1 . Seeing the decalogue contains the sum

of the law of nature, and, as to its substance, is one

and the same therewith, so far it is of perpetual and

universal obligation. And thus far all divines are

agreed, the Socinians themselves not excepted- See

Volkel. lib. iv. c. 5.

XXIX. 2. We are not only to perform the duties

which it requires, because they are agreeable to reason j

and to abstain from the contrary vices, because reason

declares thein to be base and vile ; but also under this

formal notion, because God has enjoined those duties,

and prohibited those vices ; that his authority, as Law-
giver, may be acknowledged, and our goodness have

the nature of an obedience ; which, as such, is found-

ed on the alone authority of him who commands. And
who can doubt, that it is the duty of a rational creature,

to~acknowledge God as his supreme Lord and Gover-

nor, to whose will, witliout any further examination, he

ought to submit, saying, Lord, zchat zvoiddst thou have

mc to do ?

XXX. 3. The Gentiles, who had heard nothing of

the giving of the law in the wilderness, were not bound

to the observance of that law, as it was published to

the Israelites, but only as inscribed on their own con-

sciences. Hence the apostle says, that as many as

have sinned rvltJioul law, namely, the written law,

shall also perish zi'ifhG2it la:v, Rom. ii. 12. that is, shall

not be condemned in consequence of the law, as deli-

vered to Isratil in writing, but of the violation of the na-

tural law. However, if any of the Gentiles came to

have any knowledge of the giving of this law, they were

to believe, that the precepts of it were spoken to them

no less than they were to Israel ; nor could they ne-

glect them widiout throwing contempt on Gol], and

incurring the forfeiture of salvation.

Vol. Ill
' D
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XXXT. 4. Though the precepts of common hones-

ty, in some special manner, and with some particular

circumstances, were originally appointed for a peculiar

people, yet they are still binding, by a divine authority

on all those who come to know, that God formerly en-r

joined them to their neighbours. For instance, what

Paul wrote to the Romans, is no less binding on us,

than it was on them ; because the obligation is found-

ed on the manifestation or discovery of the divine

will and pleasure. When therefore God has said to any

particular person, that this or that duty is incumbent

upon him, as a rational creature, who ought to bear a

resemblance to the divine image ; all other men, who
hear this, are as much bound to that duty, as he to

whom it v^as first proposed ; not only because they ap-

prehend the matter of that precept to be consonant to

reason ; but also because that command was given by

God, no matter to whom it was given at first.

XXXII. 5. Common precepts, which bind all to

whom they are made known, on account of the autho-

rity of him who enjoins them, may be pressed upon

some by certain peculiar reasons. For instance, the

precept concerning constancy in the faith of the gospel,

might be pressed on Jews and Gentiles from different

motives ; and yet the precept remain common to both.

Thus, when God published the decalogue to the Israel-

ites, he annexed some reasons, which, according to the

letter, were peculiar to them alone : because what

was a common duty to all, he was pleased, in an espe-

cial manner, to recommend to them. Yet in his wis-

dom he published those reasons, in such a manner, as

to concern others also, by way of analop-y, and in their

mystical signification.

XXXIII. 6. As the people of Israel ccTnstituted the

church at that time, and as Jesus Christ the Son of
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God, and King of the church, prescribed the decalogue

to them, it follows, that the same law retains its force

in the church, till it be abrogated again by the King

of the church. We are not to think, that the church

of the Old Testament, which consisted of Israelites,

and that of the New, though, for the greatest part,

made up of Gentiles, were a quite different people.

They ought to be looked upon as one kingdom of Christ,

who made both one, Eph. ii. 14. and who graffcd us,

when wild olives, into that fat olive, Rom. xi. 17.

And consequently, the laws, w'hich were once given

to the church by Christ the King, are always binding

on the whole church, unless Christ shall declare, that

he has abrogated them by some other institution. But

it is absurd to imagine, that Christ abrogated the moral

law, in so far as he gave it, by the mediation of Moses,

to the church of Israel, and direcily confirmed the same

lav/ to the Christian church. For seeing it is the same

Jaw of the same King, in one and the same kingdom,

though that kingdom is enriched with new accessions

and new privileges ; why should we suppose it abrogat-

ed, and ratified again almost in the same breath ? Nay,

many considerations persuade us to believe, that the

law of the decalogue was given to the church, in order

to be a perpetual rule, from the manner in which it v.' as

given

.

XXXIV. For as these commandments were pub-

lished before the assembly of the whole church, in the

hearing of all, while the other precepts were given to

Moses alone in his sacred retirement ; as they were en-

graved on tables of stone by the fnger of God, to the

end that, as Calvin remarks, this doctrine might re-

main in perpetual force ; and seeing they, and they

alone, were put in the ark of the covenant, under the

wings and guardianship of God himself j God plainly
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shewed, by so many prerogatives, that the reason of

those precepts was far different from that of the others,

v.-hich were only imposed on the church for a time.

XXXV. From these things the rashness of a late ca-

techist appears, who maintains, that the ten command-

ments were written on tables of stone, to shew, that

they were to continue in force while those tables lasted j

but that When the tables were lost, the law, that was

written upon them, was to be abrogated ; and tliat

they were laid up in the ark of the covenant, to signify,

that they w^re of the same nature with that ark, and

that covenant, that is, of a fading or perishing nature.

But if this was true, it will follow, that the Israelites,

from the destruction of the first temple, when the ark

with the tables of the law was lost, were set free from

the binding power of the decalogue ; and that there was

no difference between the decalogue and the other ce-

remonies, the ark being, as it were, the centre of the

ceremonies ; nay that the decalogue was in this respect

inferior to the other ceremonies, as the latter continued

to the coming of Christ, but the decalogue was abro-

gated by the Babylonish captivity. All which notions

are so false, and so distant from all sound divinity, that

they have almost an air of impiety.

XXXVI. We may add, that Christ has declared, he

was not come to dcslroij, but to fulfil (lie laiUy Matth.

V. 17. To destroy^ signifies there, to abrogate, and to

free men from the obligation of it, as appears from ver.

19. But that Christ speaks of the law of the decalogue,

we gather from what follows, where be explains the

precepts of that law, and recommends them to his dis-

ciples. And when Paul, Rom. xiii. 9. and James,

chap, ii, 8, 11. inculcate the precepts of the law on

Christians, in the same terms in which they were deli-

vered by Moses to -Israel, they don't insist upon this
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consideration, that they were agreeable to the dictates

.

of right reason, or were ratified again by Christ, but

that they were thus formerly pubHshed and written by

Cod. Nay, Eph. vi. 2. the apostle not only insists .on

the promise that was annexed to the fifth command-

ment, but also on the order of the precepts, recom-

mending honor or regard to parents from this argument,

that this is thefirst commandment with promise. But if

the decalogue, as it was formerly deliv^ercd to the church

of Israel, did not concern Christians, that argument of

the apostle (which be it far from us to say) would have

no force with Christians.

XXXVII. Finally, if the decalogue, as it was for-

merly given to the church, was not now binding on the

same ; it must necessarily have been revoked by God,

and abrogated by Christ : both which is absurd. For

who will be so bold, as to suppose God to speak in this

manner :
" It is indeed my will, that you obser\T those

natural precepts, which I formerly commanded the Is-

raelites-, in the law, that was published with such solem-

nity ; but, for the future, I will not have you.bound to

these, because of my command, but because nature re-

quires it." And why should Christ abrogate the pre-

cepts given to the church of Israel, in order directly to

give the very same precepts again to the Christian

church ? Not to say, that there is not the least sign of

.any such abrogation in the sacred writings.

, XXXVIII. However, Vv^e do not refuse, that the

.law of the covenant of works was abolished by Christ

in Its federal consideration, 1. As to its rigour^ which

required of.man himself an obedience in every part and

degree perfect, as the condition of justific-ation„ and

that without any premise of the Spirit and of sanctifyuig

grace. 2. Js to the curse, which it threatens against

ali who deviate from it in the least. And in this seu.^e
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Paul says, that zee are not under the lazv.^ hut under

grace, Rom. vi. 14. though as to its normal xtl^tion, or

as it is the rule of life and manners, it was not even for

a moment abrogated or abolished by Christ. Do zve

then make void the lazv ihrcughfaith ^ Godforbid j yea

rce estabiish the lazv, Rom. iii. 31. In that respect

Christians are no less under the decalogue, than the

Jews were formerly : and that not only, because the

precepts of it are just and hel}', but also because they

are commandments, which were formerly promulgated

with so much majesty and pomp : or, which is almost

the very same thing, not only on account of the doctrine

they contain, but also of the authority of the supreme

Governor.

XXXIX. Let us now consider the use of this law in

all ages of the world : and this may be considered either

absolutely and in itself or relativdy, with respect to a

certain condition or state of man. In itsel.^^ the law is,

1. A representation of true virtue, a delineation of in-

ternal and external goodness, and a copy of that holi-

ness which is worthy of God. 2. A demonstration of

the way in which a rational creature can come to have

glorious com.munion with God: zdiich if a 7nan do, he

shall live in them. Lev. xviii. 5. The coinmand)nent

which ivas ordained to life, Rom. vii. 10. None attains

to life but by this law, which must be fulfilled either by

man himself, or a surety for him. 3. A command of

the supreme Ruler, binding every one to obedience, un-

der the threatening of eternal death, Lev. xviii. 2^ 3^ 4.

Deut. XX vii. 26.

XL. The state of man, to which the law has its pe-

culiar relations, is threefold ; viz. YXsfrst, hh fallen,

and his restored state. In \\\s,first sta^e, it was to man,

1. The rule of his nature, and of all his action ; to

which he willingly, and with the greatest complacency
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of soul, conformed himself 2. The most exceliert

beautiful ornament of man, as stamped and impressed

by the creating hand of God on his mind. 3. The con-

dition of the covenant of works, which man himself

was to perform in order to obtain consummate bliss and

happiness.

XLI. In his fallen state, it serves, 1 . To discover

and convince man of his sin, Rom. iii. 20. By the law

is the knowledge of sir.. And the precepts of the law

do this tv/o ways. First, as in a mirror, tliey discover

to man the vileness both of his life and actions. Jam. i,

23. Tiicji by its irritating power, whereby, on account

of human depravity, they stir up sin, which otherwise

lay dormant ; so that, like one galled by a bridle, the

more strictly sin is prohibited and restrained, the more

vehemently it resists and makes opposition, every thing

that would keep it under beina: offensive to it. The
apostle excellently illustrates this, Rom. vii. 7, 13. 2.

To denounce the curse against man j which it does by

its comminaticns : Koiv ice Imow, that ivhat things soever^

the law saith, it saith to them tvho are undej^ the law ;

that every mouth may be stopped, and all the zvorld max)

become gnilty before God., Rom. iii. 19. 3. To be y.

restraint upon men, and bring them to some external

honest deportment, in order to preserve civil govern-

ment, and prevent the destruction of mankind by adul-

teries, rapines, oppressions, and the like hainous crimes.

The apostle seems particularly to intimate this oliice of

the law, 1 Tim. i. 9. when he says, that the law is not

madefor a righteous man, butfor the lawless and diso-

bedient, for the un^oddy andfor sinners, &^c. For ho

shews, that it is a curb to those prevailing lusts of the

flesh, v/hich otherwise vvould be immoderately extra-

vagant. 4. To bring sinners to Christ : For Christ is

the e?id of the lazvfor righteousness to every one thai be-
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lievefhy Rom. x. 4. The law was our schoolmaster to

bring us to Christ, Gal. iii. 2 k This is not orJy true

of the ceremonial, but also of the law of the decalogue,

which brings to Christ these two ways : first, as it re-

ally keeps an elect person, while in an unconverted

state, in some measure, in the way of his duty, that he

may not obstinately neglect all concern for righteous-

ness and his soul. For where the Spirit of God does

not yet bear rule, sinful lusts break forth there, in such

a manner, that the soul which is obnoxious to them, is

in danger of sinking into forgetfulness and contempt of

God : and they would actually do this, did not the

Lord put a bar thereto by this remedy of his law. But

principally the law brings to Christ, as it strips man of

all confidence in his ov/n goodness and righteousness,

and, by an acknowledgment of his misery, deeply hum-

bles him, that so he may be thus prepared to endeavour

after what before he thought he did not stand in need of.

XLII. In the state of restoration it teacheth belie-

vers, 1. How perfect the obedience was, which Christ

performed for them, and how much they are under ob-

ligations to him, since he, who was Lord of the law,

subjected himself to it for them, not only to obey its

precepts, but to endure the curse, that he might redeem

them from the law. Gal. iv. 4, 5. 2. At what distance

they still are from that perfection of holiness, which the

law requires ; in order the better to bring them to hu-

mility, and to a denial of all self-righteousness, Phil,

iii. 8, 9. and a longing after a blessed perfection, Rom.
vii. 24. 3. What is the rule of their gratitude, and the

mark at which they ought to aim, Phil. iii. 12. 1 Tim.

i. 5. 4. and lastly. It bears witness to, approves and

commends, the beginnings of sanctification, and com-

forts those as being true Israelites, who delight in the

law of God after the inxvai'd man. The law docs thi.-:^
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not from its own authority, which can admit of nothmg

but wliat is perfectly holy, and condemns every thing

that is stained but with the Igast spot j but from the

authority of the grace of Christ, to v,-hom it is now sub-

servient, and at whose command it commends even the

imperfect works of belieters, declares them to be sin-

cere, and so far" approves of them as conformable to it-

self ; and in that sense the righteousness of the law is

fulfilled in those who walk not afltr the fleshy but after

tfic Spirit, Rom. viii. 4.

XLIII. Upon these ten words or commandments

God entered into a covenant with Israel ; The Lord our

God made a covenant with us in Horeb, Deut, v. 2. So

that the ten words are called the imrds of the covenant,

Exod. xxxiv. 28. and the covenant itself, Deut. iv. 13.

nay the tables, on which they were written, are called

the tables of the covenant, Deut, ix, 9. The plan of

this covenant is that contract which God entered into

with Israel, a little before the law was given, Exod.

xix. 5, 6, 8. Its solemn ratification was made by those

signs which are recorded, Exod. xxiv. 3. seq.

XLIV. The stipidation on the part of God was pub-

lished in these words, Exod. xix. 5, 6. Now tlierefore,

if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant,

then ye shall be a pecidiar treasure unto me above all

people : for all the earth is miihe. And ye shall be unto

7ne a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. ^Ve are

not to think, that God, by these v^ords, required Israel

to perform perfect obedience in all parts and degrees»

as the condition of the covenant. For, in that case, the

whole of this proposal would be nothing, but an int*

maticn of an inevitable curse ; seeing it is absolutely im-

possible for sinful man to give such a perfect obser-

vance, even though he is regenerated and sanctified.

Vol. m. E
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But a conditional proposal upon an impossible condi-

tion, is equivalent to an absolute denial. It is indeed

true, that the law, considered as a rule, cannot but en-

join a holiness absolutely perfect in every respect ^

which we have elsewhere*professedly proved : but the

case is different, when something is required as the con-

dition of a covenant. The man indeed is still bound

to perfect holiness, so far that the least deviation is a

sin : but yet supposing a covenant of grace, among the

benefits of which is remission of sins, God stipulates

with his people in this manner ; If, with sincerity of

heart, you keep my precepts, and recover from your

falls by renewed repentance, I will upon that give you

an evidence, that I am your God. Here therefore he

requires a sincere, though not, in every respect, a per-

fect, observance of his commands.

XLV. Upon that condition, he promises to them not

only temporal blessings, such as the possession of the

land of Canaan, and a peaceable life there, abounding

with all plenty of every thing desirable, Excd. xx. 12.

but also spiritual and eternal, when he says, that he

will be their God and they his people, in that sense

which he promised the land to the pious fathers : That

he may establish thee to-dayfor a people unto himself

a?id that he may be unto thee a Gody as he hath said un-

to theey and as he hath szvorn unto thy fathers^ to Abra-

ham^ to Isaac, and to Jacob, Deut. xxix. 13. Compare
Jer. vii. 22, 23. But that these words comprise life

eternal, and the resurrection of the body, we learn from

our Lord, Matth. xxiii. 32.

• XLVI. To this stipulation of God the Israelites

agreed, Exod. xix. 8. J}id all the people answered to-

gether, and said. All that the Lord hath spoken, zee zcill

do. Which they repeated upon the publication of the

law, Exod. xxiv. 3. And alt the people answered with
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one voice, and said. All Ike z'sords that the Lord hath

said zcill zee do. The pious among the Israelites, con-

scious of their own inability and manifold infinni;ies,

humbly promised, depending by faith on the gracious

influences of divine strength, an obedience not indeed

perfect (for that would be to incur the guilt of a lie) but

yet sincere, and by no means feigned. The others, as

they did not duly attend either to the spiritual perfection

of the law, or to their own natural inability, rashly and

confusedly bound themselves to the observance of all

the precepts. Yet so far these words were good and

acceptable to God, as by them they testified some de-

gree of readiness of soul, Deut. v. 33, 34, 35.

XLVII. Now concerning this covenant, made upon

the ten commandments, it is queried, whether it was a

covenant of works, or a covenant of grace ? We judge

proper to premise some things, previous to the deter-

mination of this question. And,/ij-st, we observe, that

in the ministry of Moses, there was a repetition of the

doctrine concerning the law of the covenant of works.

For both the very same precepts are inculcated, on

which the^covenant of wor^s w^as founded, and which

constituted the condition of that covenant , and that

sentence is repeated, zcjhich if a vian do, he shall live in

the??!. Lev. xviii. 5. Ezek. xx. 11, 13. by which formula,

the righteousness, which is of the law, is described,

Rom. X. 5. And the terror of the covenant of works is

increased by repeated comminations ; and that voice

heard, Ciwsed he he that coi\fi?-7}ieih not all the zvords of

this la:o to do than, Deut. xxvii. 2(>. Now the apostle

declares, that this is the curse of the law, as the law is

opposed to faith, or the covenant of grace, Gal. iii. 10,

12. Nay, as the requirement of obedience was rigid

under the ministry of Moses, the promises of spiritual

and saving grace were more rare and obscure, the mea-
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sur-e of the Spirit granted to the Israelites scanty and
short. Dent, xxix. 4. and on the contrary, the denun-

ciation of the curse frequent and express ; hence the

ministry of Moses is called tJic minislraiion of death and
condemnation, 2 Cor-, iii. 7, 9. doubtless because it nnen-

tloned the condemnation of the sinner, and obliged the

Israelites to subscribe to it.

XLVIII. Secondly, We more especially remark, that

when the law was given from m.ount Sinai or Horeb,

there was a repetition of the covenant of works. For

those tremendous signs of thunders and lightnings, of

an earthquake, a thick smoke and black darkness, were

adapted to strike Israel with great terror. And the

setting bounds and limits round about the mount,

whereby the Israelites were kept at a distance from the

presence of God, upbraided them with that s'eparalion,

xvhich sin had made between God and them. In a

word, " Whatever we read, Exod. xix." (says Calvin

on Heb. xii. 19.) " is intended to inform the people,

that God then ascended his tribunal, and manifested

hirqscif as an impartial Judge. If an innocent animal

happened to approach, he comiUianded it to be thrust

through with a dart ; how much sorer punishment were

sinners liable to, who were conscious of their sins, nay,

and knew themselves indited by the law, as guilty of

eternal death r" See the same author on Exod. xix. 1,

16. And the apostle in this matter, lleb. xii. 18.—22.

sets mount Sinai in opposition to- mount Zion, the ter-

rors ot the law to the sweetness of the gospel.

XLIX. Thirdly, We are not, however, to imagine,

that the doctrine of ihe covenant of Vvcrks was repeated,

in order to set up again such a covenant with the Israel-

ites, in which they were to seek for righteousness and

salvation. For v/e have already proved, book i. chap.

:x. sect. 20. that this could not possibly be renewed in



Of the DecaloguEo 33

that iTJcrmer wifn a sinPier, on account of the justice

and truth of God, and tlie nature of the covenant of

^orks, v/hich admits of no pardon of sin. See also

Hornbeck. Theol. Pract. tom. 2. p. 10, Besides, 4f

the Israelites were taught to seek salvation by the works

of the laWj then the law had been contrary to the pro-

mise made to the fathers many ages before. But now
says the apostle. Gal. iii. 17. The covenant that zvas con-

Jirmed before of God in CJmst, the lazVy zchich zvasfour

hundred and thirty years after, cannot disanniily that it

should make the promise of none effect. The Israehtes

were, therefore, thus put in mind of the covenant of

works, in order to convince them of their sin and mise-

ry, to drive them out of themselves, to shew them the

necessity of a satisfaction, and to compel them to Christ.

And so their being thus brought to a remembrance of

the covenant of works, tended to promote the covenant

of grace.

L. Fourthly, There likewise accompanied this giving

of the law the repetition of some things belonging to

the covenant of grao?. For that God should propose a

covenant of friendship to sinful man, call himself his

God (at least in the sense it was said to the elect in Isp

rael) take to himself any people, separated from others,

for his peculiar treasure, assign to.them the land of Ca-

naan as a pledge of heaven, promise his grace to those

that love him and keep his commandments, and cir-

cumscribe the vengeance denounced against despisers

within certain bounds, and tl^^ like ; these things mani-

festly discover a covenant of grace : and without suppo-

sing the suretiship of the Messiah, it could not consist-

ently with the divine justice and truth, be proposed to

man a sinner. Judiciously says Calvin on Exod. xix.

17. *' By tiiese words we are taught, that these prodi-

gies or signs were not given, to drive the people trom
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the presence of God ; nor were they struck with any

terror, to exasperate their minds with a hatred of in-

struction ; but that the covenant of God was no less

lovely, than av/ful. For they are commanded to go

and meet God, to present themselves with a ready af-

fection of soul to obey him. Which could not be, un-

less they had heard something in the law besides pre-

cepts and threatenings." See also Tilcnus^ Syntagm.

p. 1. disp. 33. § 18, 19, 20, 28, 29.

LI. Having premised these observations I answer to

the question : The covenant made with Israel at mount

Sinai was not formally the covenant of works. 1. Be-

cause that cannot be renewed with the sinner, in such

a sense as to say. If, for the future, thou shall perfectly

IKrform every instance of obedience^ thou shalt be jus-

tified by that, according to the covenant of works. For

by this the pardon of former sins would be presuppos-

ed, which the covenant of works excludes. 2. Because

God did not require perfect obedience, from Israel, as

a condition of this covenant, as a cause of claiming the

reward ; but si^.cere obedience, as an evidence of re-

verence and gratitude. 3. Because it did not conclude

Israel under the curse, in the sense peculiar to the co-

venant of works, where all hope of pardon was cut off,,

if they sinned but in the least instance.

LIL However the carnal Israelites, not adverting to

God's purpose or intention, as they ought, mistook the

true meaning of that covenant, embraced it as a cove-

nant of works, and by it sou/^ht for ris'hteousness. Paul

declares this, Rom. ix. 3 J, 82. But Israel liiiich fol-

luzvdcl after the luzv ofrighteousness, hath not attained to

tilt laio (f righteousness ; xvherefore? Because they

sought it not by faith, but as it zcere by the works of tlte

law : for they stumbled at that sturiibling-stone. To the

same purpose it is, that. QjtA. iv. 24, 25. he compares
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to tlie Ishmaelites the Israelites, while they tarried in

the deserts of Arabia, which was the country of the

former, who are born to bondage of their mother Ha-

ear, or the covenant of mount Sinai, aad beinjj desti-

tute of true righteousness, shall, with Ishmael, be at

Jenp-th turned out of the house of their heavenly Father.

For, in that place, Paul does not consider the covenant

of mount Sinai as in itself, and in the intention of God,

offered to the elect, but as abused by carnal and hypo-

critical men. Let Calvin again speak :
" The apostle

declares, that, by the children of Sinai, he meant hy-

pocrites, persons wh.o are at length cast out of the

church of God, and disinherited. What therefore is

that generation unto bondage, which he there speaks

of ? It is doubtless those who basely abuse the law, and

conceive nothing concerning it but what is servile.

The pious fathers, who lived under the Old Testament,

did not so. For the servile generation of the law did

not hinder them from having the spiritual Jerusalem for

their mother. But they who stick to the bare law, and

acknowledge not its pedagogy, by which they are

brought to Christ, but rather make it an obstacle \.o

their coming to him, these are Ishmaelites" (for thus,

and I think rightly, Alarlorat reads) " born unto bond-

age." The design of the apostle therefore, in that place,

is jiiot to teach us, that the covenant of mount Sinai was

nothing but a covenant of works, altogether opposite

to the gospel-covenant ; but only that the gross Israel-

ites misunderstood the mind of God, and basely abused

his covenant j as all such do, who seek for righteous-

ness by the law. See again Calvin on Rom. x. 4.

LIII. Nor was it formally a covenant of 'grace : be-

cause that requires not only obedience,, but also promi-

ses, and bestows strength to obey. For thus the cove-

nant gf ijrace is made kr-own, Jtr. xxxii. 39. And I
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xvill ^ive them one hcarl, and one tray, that tJceij may

fear me for, ever. But such a promise appears not in

the covenant made at mount Sinai. Nay, God, on this

very account, distingjiishes the new covenant of grace

from the Sinaitic, Jer. xxxi. 31, 32, 33. And Moses

loudly proclaims, Deut. xxix. 4. Yet the Lord hath not

s^iven you a heart to perceive^ and eyes to see, and ears

to hear, unto this day. Certainly, the chosen from

amonc Israel had obtained this : yet not in virtue of

this covenant, which stipulated obedience, but gave

not power for it ; but in virtue of the covenant of grace,

which also belonged to them.

LIV. What was it then ? It was a national covenant

between God and Israel, whereby Israel promised to

God a sincere obedience to all his precepts, especially

to the ten words ; God, on the other hand, promised

to Israel, that such an observance would be acceptable

to him, nor '^^ant its reivard, both in this life, and in

that which is to come, both as to soul and body. This

reciprocal promise supposed a covenant of grace. For,

without the assistance of the covenant of grace, man

cannot sincerely promise that observance ; and yet that

an imperfect observance should be acceptable to God,

is wholly owing to the covenant of grace. ^ It also sup-

posed the doctrine of the covenant of works, the terror

of which being increased by those tremendous signs

that attended it, they ought to have been excited to

embrace that covenant of God. This agreement there-

fore is a consequent both of the covenant of grace and

of works ; but was formally neither the one nor the

other. A like agreement and renewal of the covenant

between God and the pious is frequent ; both national

and individual. Of the former see Josh. xxiv. 22. '2-

Chron. xv. 12. 2 Kings' xxiii. 3. Neh. x. 29. Of the

- latter, Psal. cxix. 106. It is certain, that in the pas-
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Sajes we have named, mention is made of some cove-

iiant between God and liis people. If any should ask

me, of what kind, whether of works or of grace ? I

shall answer, it is «formally neither : but a covenant of

sincere piety, which supposes both.

LV'. Hence the question, which is very much agi-

tated at this day, may be decided ; namely, Whether

the ten xvords are nothing but theform of the covenant of

grace P This, I apprehend, is by no means an accu-

rate way of speaking. For since a covenant strictly so

called consists in a mutual agreement, what is properly

the form of the^ covenant should contain the said mutual

agreement. But the ten vv^ords contain only a prescrip-

tion of dutV;, fenced on the one hand by threatenings,

taken from the covenant of works ; on the other, by

promises, which belong to the covenant of grace.

Hence the scripture, when it speaks properly, says that

a covenant v/as made upon these ten words, or, after

the tenor cf those zvcrds, Exod. xxxiv. 27. distinguish-

ing the covenant Itself, which consists in a mutual

agreement, from the ten \vords, which contain the con-

ditions of it. The form of the covenant is exhibited

by those words, which we have already quoted from

Exod. xix. 5, 6, 8. I deny not, that the ten command-
ments are frequently in scripture called the covenant of

God. But, at the same time, no person can be igno-

rant, that the term covenant has various significations

in the Hebrew, and often signifies nothing but a pre-

cept, as Jer. xxxiv. 13, 14. Thus Moses explains him-

self on this head, Deut. iv. 13. And he declared unto

you his- covenant, which he commanded you to perform,

even ten commandments. They are therefore called a

covenant by a synecdoche^ because they contain those

precepts, v>^hich God, when he set his covenant before

Vol. Ill, F
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tliem, required the Israelites to /observe, and to which

the said Israelites bound themselves by covenant.

LVI. The ten v^^ords or commandments, therefore,

are not the form of a covenant properly so callc^l, but

the rule of duty : much less are they theform of the co-

venant of grace ; because that covenant, in its strict

signification, consists of m.ere promises, and, as it re-

lates to elect persons, has the nature of a testament, or

last will, rather than of a covenant strictly speaking,

and depends on no condition ; as we have at large ex-

plained and proved, hook iii. chap. i. sect. 8, &c. And
Jeremiah has shewn us, that the form of the covenant

of grace consists in absolute promises, chap. xxxi. 53,

54. and xxxii. 33, 59, 40. In like m.anner, Isaiah,

chap. liv. 10.

LVII. Least of all can it be said, that the ten words

are nothb:^ but the form of the covenant of grace, since

we may look upon them as having a relation to any co-

venant whatever. They may be considered in a two-

fold manner. 1. Precisely, rt-^ ^/flf-^'. 2. As an //2.?/;7/-

ment of the covenant. As a hm\ they are the rule of

our nature and actions, which he has prescribed, who
has a right to command. This they were from the be-

ginning, this they still are, and this they will continue

to be, under whatever covenant, or in whatever state

man shrill be. As an instrument of the covenant^ they

point out the way to eternal salvation ; or contain the

condition of enjoying that salvation ; and that both un-

der the covenant of grace and of works, but with this

difference, that, under the covenant of works, this con-

dition is required to be performed by man himself j un-

der the covenant of grace it is proposed as already per-

formed, or to be performied by a Mediator. Things,

which those very persons, with whom we are no.w dis-

puting, will not venture to deny.
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CHAP. V.

Q/ the Docirine cf the Prophets,
'

HE plan we formerly laid down, should now re-

quire to speak a little of those things from Moses him-

self and the succeeding prophets, which they have pub-

lished concerning the person, natures, states, ofnces, and

blessings of the Messiah. And it would be easy to

shew, that nothing remarkable did befal our Jesus, no-

thing great was either said or done by him, which the

prophets did not foretel was to come to pass. The pro-

phets, I say, who prophesied cf Ihe grace that should

come unto lis j seardiing xcliat, or zuhatinau^icr cf time

the Spirit of Christ zchich zvas in them did signifij, zvhen

it testified beforehand the S2i£erings of Christ, and the

glory that shcidd follozi^ 1 Pet. i. 10, 11. and who all,

with one consent, give zvitness to Jesus, tltat tliroiigh his

name, zvhosoever believethin him shall recei'ce remission

of sins, Acts x. 43. The apostle Paul, who protested^

he had not shunned to declare ell ihe counsel of Gud,

Acts xx. 27. at the same time Drotests, lie stjys7WJie

other things than those ivhich the prophets and Moses did

sa I/ should come, Actsxxvi. 22. And certainly, the

body itself should exactly agree with the picture, that

was long before presented to the view of the ancient

chuich, since it becamic the wisdcm and goodness of

God, to give such an exact description of the Messiah,

W'ith all his marks cr characters, that he might be

known by any thoughtful and attentive mind, arid dis-

tinguished from all manner of impostors, v/ho siiould

impiously pretend to, or counterfeit his name. Bat

this subject has been, belh formerly and lately, .ccnsi-
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dercd by the learned, and treated with such accurscy^

that I have nothmg to add. If any would have a com-

pendious view of these things, he may consult the pre-

face to the New Testament, drawn up, with great judg-

ment, by Our divines.

C H A P. VI.

Of the Types,

UCH is the inexhaustible copiousness of the holy

scriptures, that not only the words are significative of

things, but even the things, which are first signified by

the words, do likewise represent other things, which

they were appointed to prefigure long before they hap-

pened. Christ principally, and Paul have informed us

of this, when they apply most of the things which hap-

pened under the old dispensation, to the Messiah, and

to the oeconomy of a better testament. And indeed, if

the old institutions of the Deity had not their mysiical

significations, they might deservedly be accounted

childish; ludicrous, and unv/orthy of God, These are

things, which not only Christians require to be granted

to them, but also were acknowledged by the ancient

Jews, who, besides- a li/era I ox plain 7neani7'g, sought

also a wyslical sense in scripture. And it was a con-

stant and received opinion among them, that all things

were mystical in the Jaw of Moses, and therefore luay

be mystically explained.

II. Their mystical signification points to Christ, in bis

person, slafes, offices, and tvorks, and in his spiritual

body, the church : for Christ is the end of the lazo^ Rom.

X. -irlhe bod:/, or substance- of the ceremonial shado"i.''S;
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Col. ii. 17. and the centre of the prophecies^ Acts x,

43. Ihe doctrine of Christ is the key of knoivlcdge^

Luke xi, 42, without which nothing can be, savingly-

understood in Moses and the prophets. As is apparent

in the Pharasees of old^ and the Socinians in our day 3

who, being tainted with false notions concerning the

JSIcssiah, pollute^ for the most part, all the testimonies

concerning tlie common saJvation by their impure inter*

prctaticns. It v/as very well said by the ingenious Bis-

terfeld, that " the Lord Jesus Christ was the spirit and

sou] of the whole, both of the Old and New Testament."

Dc scriptwjs eminenlla^ § 40o

III. It is an unquestionable truth, that the Old-Tes-

tament believers, especially those who v^Tre favored

with a fuller measure of the Spirit, applied themselves^

Vvith peculiar diligence, to find out the mystical mean-

ing of the tyi)cs : in which study they were very much
assisted by the prophets and divinely-inspired priesti.

Thus David declared, that he had seen God in Uie sanc-

tuary, Psal. Ixiii. 2. that is, that he had, by the iigures

of the Levitical service, searched, by holy meditatioijj

into the very truth of the things. This made believers

so cheerful in the acts of external worship ; not that they

.Were very much taken with those minute corporal per-

formances, but that they beheld in them the beauty cf

Jehovah, and inquired in his temple, Psah x:-:vii. 4. They
were not put off with mere shadows, but were satisfied

with the goodness 0/ God's house, even of Ids holy iemples

and though it was but darkly, yet they heard him speak-

ing terrible things in righteousness, Psal. Ixv. 4, 5.

IV. Though Christ and the apostles, in order tc il-

lustrate and prove the truth of the gospel, argued from

the types by divine inspi;ation and the infallible gui-

dance of the licJy Spirit ; yet they did not lay the stress

of those arguments oa their own bare authoritv, be-
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cause tliey were inspired (for that authority was at times

.

called in question, and upon supposing it, all reasoning

wculd almost seem superfiucus) but en the evident de-

Uionstration of the truth to the conscience, ivhich plain-

ly discovered to an attentive person, that it was worthy

of God, to represent such a truth by such types.

V. The strength of those arguments rests on this sup-

position, that God was pleased to give the church at

that tiine, in the memorable persons of the Old Testa-

ment, to whom som.e remarkable things happened in an

extraordinary way, and in the whole of his instituted

worship, a beautiful picture, and becoming the accura-

cy of so great an artist, in which Christ with his mysti-

cal body might be delineated. The apostle, when he

argued with the Jews in his epistles to the Gaiatians and

Hebrews, lays this down as a fundamental truth ; and

having laid that fcundaticn, directly proceeds, with a

kind of divine skill, to the application of ihe types.

For when there is any thing in the antitype resembling

the type, it is justly affirmed, that Go<^y who knows all

things from the beginning, ordered the type in such a

manner, that it might signify beforehand that truth,

which was in the antitype. Unless we wculd rather

maintain, that the likeness of an ingenious picture to

the original, was rather trie effect of chance, than of

the intention of 'ihe artist j which is contrary to all

reason.

VI, It is r.ot only lawful, but the incumbent duty of

teachers, even though not inspired, to tread in this very

path, and to explain, in the same method, the types of

the Old Testament. For we must not think, cither

that an infaliible authority is necessary to explain the

types, or that all the types of the Old Testament are

explained in the New. Not thQfon?ier j for why should

tm infallible authority be required in interpreting tlie
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types, rather than in interpreting the pr6phecies and

other dark expressions in scripture ? since it is manifest,

that it was the will of God to instruct the church by

types ; and the explication of the types is now often'

times far more easy, on account of the distinct know-

ledge of the antitype, fhan of many prophecies, which

it is far more difficulty to determine to what they refer.

Not the la'ier s for v/hy should we believe, that all the

types of Christ Vv'ere explained rather than all the pro-

phecies concerning him ? especially, as the apostle af-

firms, that he has not spoken particularly of thern all,

Heb. ix. 5. We are .therefore to maintain, that the in-

spired teachers have pointed out to us the way and me-

thod, in which we ought to proceed in explaining the

types, and given us a key to open those mysteries which

arc contained in them.

VII. Novv' Vv'c shall proceed in that way with safety.

1 . When we accurately consider tlie original, even the

Lord Jesus, who is now presented* to om- view without

a vail, and from thence turn the eve of our mind to the

type ; then the greater, the fuller, and the more especial

agreement v/e observe and discover between both ; the

greater glory we ascribe to the wisdom and truth of

God, who made tlie type so exactly to correspond with

him who is figured by it. For when we read the scrip-

tures, we are to judge beforehand, that then only we
understand them, when we discover in them a wisdom
unsearchable and worthy of God.

VIII. 2. In every thing we are to proceed Vx^th cau-

tion, fear and iremblmg, lest v/e devise mysteries out

of our ovv'n imagination, and obstinately pervert to one

purpose what belongs to another. We do injury to

God and his v\'ord, when we would have it owing to

our fancitui inventions,, that God seems to have spoke

oj done any thins^ wisely. However, thoujrh there is a



44 Of the Types.

meosiire in all things, I should think the mistake more

tolerable in one, who imagines he sees Christ, where

'perhaps he does not discover himself, than of another,

who refuses to see him, where he presents himself with

sufficient evidence. For the one is an indication of a

soul that loves Christ, and is very much taken up with

the thoughts of him, when the very least, or perhaps

no occasion is given him : the other argues an indolent

soul, and slow to believe ; such as discovers itself in the

Socinians, and in Grotius, in other respects a great man,

who generally so pervert very m.any passages, that they

make them appear to have no manner of regard to

Christ

IX. o. ^\lienever it is evident, that any person or

thing is a type of Christ, we are not to imagine, that

every circumstance in that person or thing is typical.

For it mav be that, in the same context, some things

sre peculiar only to the type, others only to the anti-

t}'pe, and others common to both : for instance, 2 Sam.

vii. Solomon is proposed as a type of Christ. But it

agrees to Solomon, and not to Christ, If he commit ini-

quihjy I will chasten him loith the rod of men, andxnith

the stripes of the children of men ^ ver. 14. To Christ,

and not to Solomon in its full signification, / icill sfa^

blish the throne of his kingdomfor ever, ver. 13. For

the kingdom of Israel became extinct in the posterity of

Solomon by the Babylonish captivity. And it is appli»

cable to both, He shall build an housefor my name, ib.

"We may consider other instances in the same manner.

X. 4. Sometimes it is sufficient, that there be a very

faint resemblance in the type of something most excel-

lent, in a most eminent manner, in the antitype. Nay,

the more noble and divine the thing signified is, the re-

semblance ot it must of necessitv be the more slender,

because of the immense distance there is between Christ
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and the poor creature. For example : there being no

mention in scripture either of the beginning of the days,

or the end of Melchizedek's life, that \vas sufficient to

prefigure the eternity of Christ, Heb. vii. 3. And this,

once for all, should be a fixed principle in our rnindSj

That when the same things are asserted both of the

type and the antitype, they are in a more excellent man-

ner true in the latter thin in the former, so that the

truth of the thing, in its full import, is only to be found

in the antitype. Thus we are to explain that of the

apostle, Heb. i. 5. To zvhich of the angels said he at

any time, Thou art my Son- / will be to him a Fa-

ther, and he shall be to me a Son ? when it is evident,

the same was said concerning Solomon, but in such a

diminutive sense with respect to Solomon, that when
his whole dignity, honor and grandeur, are compared

with Christ, it is plainly of no avail : but it is true in

Christ, in such a large and extensive sense, that his

dignity and honor exceeds that of all the angels, and

cannot be com.municated to any creature.

XL Finally, The learned have likewise observr/l,

that a certain variation sometimes takes place with re-

gard to the signification of the type, insomuch that in

some rcjspects it may be applied to Christ, and in others

to the church, which is his mystical body. Let Abra-

ham's offering up his Son be an instance of this, Isaac,

in carrying the wood, in being bound by his father, and

ready to sufiTer deaih in obedience to his father and to

God, was a type of Christ, in his carrying his cross, be-

ing bound, and in obeying his Father even unto death.

But- when the ram \vas offered in the room of Isaac, the

figure was changed, and that ram represented Christ,

and Isaac the church, which is delivered from death by

the death, of Christ. These things I thoua:ht proper to

Vol. m. G
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premise in general, because they cast light on the whole

of typical divinity, and will be of use to us in the sub-

sequent observations.

XXir. Moreover, the types are not all of.one kind ;

but may very properly be divided into three classes : so

that some are natural^ some historical^ and others legal.

We shall, out of a great number, give a few m stances

of each of these, according to the three periods of time

formerly mentioned.

XIII. By a JMtural type I understand the creation of

this visible world, as Moses has given us the histor}'- of

it ; which was a type of the new creation of believers,

and of the constitution of the church. Hence the new

man is said to be after God created, Eph. iv. 24. and

believers are said to be God's icorkmanship, created in

Christ Jesus unto good ivorks, Eph. ii. 10. and the

whole mystical body of Christ is called a nezc creature

or creation, 2 Cor. v. 17. Nay the whole method of

our restoration is expressed in phrases and similitudes,

for the most part, taken from the first creation. Though
Adam in his innocent state could have no thoughts of

that, nothing having been made known to him, either

concerning his fall or his recovery ; yet God so wisely

ordered his works in the first creation, that they might

be, as it were, an exemplar of the second ; and it is

manifest to any attentive person, that they are so ; which

will evidently appear, by particularly comparing the one

with the other.

XIV. The first creation of the world was out of no-

thing ; so nothing was prepared for the second, no good,

no virtue, no previous dispositions in the subject : yea

-something indeed was in being, which had no place in

the old, but that was only rebellion and enmity making

vehement opposition to the almighty grace of God.

—

The first was performed at the command and will of
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God, the second in like manner. Of his own rcill begat,

he lis icith the zvord of (ruth, that ice shoutd be a kind cf

Jirst-fruits of his creatines, Jmv.. i. 18.—The rudiments

of the first were an indigested mass. The earth zvas

ivithoutform and void, and darkness zvas upon the face

of the deep. Gen. i. 2. In like manner, all things lie

in base confusion in the soul, when it is to be adorned

by the new creation -, and depraved lusts are violently

agitated every where, without any order. Those things

which should possess the upper place, are depressed to

the lowest. There is also a surprising emptiness of ev-

ery thing that is good, Rom. vii. 18. Neither are all

things only surrounded with the gross darkness of igno-

rance, but the whole soul is nothing but darkness it-

self, Eph. V. 8. When God was pleased to adorn the

world he had created, he begun with the production of

light, and he takes the same method in this other cre-

ation, God, icho commanded tiie tight to shine out (f

darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light cj

the knoxvledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus

Christ, 2 Cor. iv. 6.—After the light, Cod made the

expanse or firmament, to divide the waters from the

waters, or the waters under the firmament from those

above it. He divided also the waters from the dry

land. So also he brings every thing, by degrees, into

order in our souls. He places reason, which was for-

merly depressed by the affections, on the chief throne,

and commands the affections to stand a.t the footstool

of reason ; but then in such a manner, that the same

Spirit, which of old moved on the face of the waters,

has the management of all here likewise.—AVhen the

dry land discovered itself from the waters, immediately

flowers, herbs, and trees, with their fruit, were produc-

ed : so, after every thing is properly arranged in the

new manj fruits meet for faith and repentance appear^
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and the church pf God is* a paradise ofpromegranatts.

Cant. iv. 13. When the rain is over and goni':, tlieflczv-

ers appear on the earth, the fig-tree putttth forth her

greenfgs, and the vines zviih the tender grape give a

good smelly Cant. ii. 11, 12, 15.—But as God was

pleased to divide the huge mass of light into unequal

parcels, in order to distinguish years and days in thtir

seasons, and the more commodiously to cherish all

things by a certain proportion of light and heat ; so he

likewise dispenses his light in the church in different

degrees. She has the stars of the prophecies twinkling

in the midst of darkness ; also the brighter day-star of

the gospel, the joyful harbinger of the perfect day, 2

Pet. i. 19. She is as the moon in the heavens of this

universe,, and the more abundant rays she receives from

Jesus, who is her sun, the brighter she is. Cant. vi. 10,

Lastly, in proportion to the approach or removal of her

sun, she enjoys the mystical revolutions of day and

night, of summer and \\ inter. Cant. iv. 6\ and ii. 11.

While the heavens are spangled with so many stans, the

inferior parts of the creation are replete with various

creatures, the ^jir with birds, the waters with fibh, the

earth with anim.als, as "well reptile, as those that walk

with feet. In the sam.e manner, the grace of the Spirit

of God quickens the soul by his holy emotions ; som.e

souls seem to live, as it were, in the waters of pious

tears j others again, suiting themselves to meaner at-

tainments, creep on the ground ; others, like liens, hold

on a steady pace : while others, in fine, like eagles,

soar aloft, and waft themselves on nimble pinions abov<i

all heavens.

XV. But the creation of man, which succeeded the

former displays again new mysteries. The whole Tri-.

* Our version renders it an orchard, but the Sepluagint a:;d

several other vers; ens rei^dcr it paradise
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nity addressed thcinsclves to this by mutual consulta-

tion ; and manifest themselves in a singular manner in

the work of the new creation. The Father from eter-

nity laid the plan of that work in his Son. The Son, in

our nature, purchased our transformation into the like-

ness of God, The I loly Spirit executes the counsel of

the Father, and applies the merits of the Son to his cho-

sen people, in that new creation, JVe ai^e God's zvo?'/i-

viaiiship, created in Chnsi^QSUs, Eph. ii. 10. Tmdhorn

of Ihe Spirit y John iii. 5.—In the. first creation, man

was adorned with the beautirul image of God ; the same

is restored to him in the second : at first indeed, still

this image is soiled with some stains ; however, it cai>

not be lost, but shall gradually be perfected to the full

likeness of God.
—

"While Adam was asleep, out of one

of his ribs Eve was formed, whom he acknowledged to

be £esh of his flesh, and bone of his bone. The death-

sleep of Christ gives life to his beloved spouse. T/iis

viysterif of Adam and Eve u greats regarding Christ

and the churchy Eph. v. 32.-—The first man had do-

minion given him over all things, which is restored to

him far mere glorious by grace, 1 Cor. iii. 22. And if

perhaps this world, as being subject to vanity, might

seem unworthy of his dominion, God has framed ano-

ther for his sake, in which dwelleth righteousness, 2

Pet. iii. 13.

XVL When God had thus created all tilings for

man, man for himself, and formed Eve for Adam, while

he was asleep, he then rested from all his work, and

took pleasure in it as good, and adapted to display the

glory of'his perfections, in this manner God still pro-

ceeds in the work of grace, till his Eve, his church,

.shall be perfectly adorned for our heavenly Adam., and

the whole body of the elect gathered together into one :

and then, havin^^ fipiihed all lu3 work, he will enter up-
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on his most blessed rest, and most sweetly delight him-

self in the new world of glory. And as on that day on
which God rested, man, at tlie same time, entered in-

to the rest of God ; so, in this other rest of God, the

church having happily gone through all her toils, shall

for ever enjoy, in like manner, a most holy and delight-

ful rest. This is that (sabbatism) rest which ranainclh

for tJi€ people of God, that thty may. enter into God's

rest, and ceasefrom their icovks, as God didfrom his,

Heb. iv. 9, 10. And this shall suffice concerning the

natural types.

XVH. Let us now illustrate two historical types, in

iht first age of the world. And w^e have Abel among
the first, who was slain hy his envious brother Cain,

Gen. iv. 1. Abel in Hebrew signifies vanity and emp-

tiness 'y and he was called by that name, though he was

a son dear to his parents, a servant dear to God, and

indeed, the first of all mankind, whom we read of, that

was honored with the glory of heaven* Thus also Je-

sus, though he thought it no robbery to be equal with

God, was to empty himself, upon assuming the nature

of man, who is like unto vanity, Psal. Ixii. 9. nay suf-

fering himself to* be treated like a zcorm, which is in-

ferior to a man. 2. Abel was a shepherd : so the Mes-

siah is that gccd Shepherd by way of eminence, John

X. 14. 3. The religious service of Abel was acceptable

to God j end Christ does ahcnys these things that please

him, John viii. 2-9. 4. Abel offered the choice of what

he had to God^ of the firstlings of his fleck and of their

fat. Christ, having nothing better, through the eternal

Spirit offered himself without spot to God, Heb. ix. 10.

3. God graciously looked upon Abel's offering : the

offering of Christ was for a sw^eet-smelling savour to

* The author refers to Psal. :<\n. 6. viJicre the royal prophet,

as a ty^o of the Messiah, says, Bui Ian a incr?/!} and no ma-i.
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God, Eph. V. 2. 6. Cain, though a full brother, burnt

with ungovernable envy against Abel. "With the same

fury the Jews were instigated against Christ, though

they were his brethren on many accounts. 7. Cain

conversed with Abel, with a design to entangle him in

his words. How often did the Pharasees lay snares and

traps for Christ by their deceitful conferences ? 8. Abel

at last was slain by his brother, and, by a bloody death,

cut off in the very flower of his age. Nor did the Jews

cease, till they had cut off Christ by an accursed death,

nailing him to tlie cross. 9. The parricide Cain -vas

accursed, and banished from the presence of the Lord.

The deicidc lews are still under the same curse, beinfj

banished both from heaven, and their native soil : and

the blood of Christ which they shed, calls aloLid for the

vengeance, which they, with mad fury, imprecated on

themselves and their posterity: though ' in other res-

pects the blood of Christ speaks better things than that

of Abel, Heb. xii. 24.

XVIII. As Abel typically represented Christ in his

state of lunnilUition ; so Enoch was a type of his «7o;t-

fication. 1. Enoch signifies* instructed, devoted^ being

one who was consecrated to God, and, from his early

years, instructed in the doctrine of godliness. Com-

pare Prov. xxii. 6. Train up, initiate (instruct) a cJiild

in the way he should go, instil into him the first princi-

ples of heavi?nly wisdom. If ever any one, surely

Christ was consecrated and devoted to God ; and when

he was scarce tvv-eive years of age, ho appeared as a

doctor amidst the greatest doctors in Israel. 2. Enoch

walked with God, that is, according to the apostle,

•Hob. xi. 5. pleased God. This also Christ perfectly did,

in tvJiom tl,c Fatlicr rcas icell pleased. 3. Enoch pro-

•* AiiiFworLli •^ny^, if. i; in fhe I-icbrew Chamch^ (hat i?, tlfJicoud

cr ratc:hJsf:'i



52 Of No All af:) the A?.k.

phesied of the glorious coming of the Lord, with ten

thousands of his saints, Jude ver. 14. Christ often and

very expressly foretold this, and that even when he was

charged with blasphemy, and stood before the tribunal,

Matth. xxvi. 64. 4. Enoch, after he had walked with

God, and declared the counsel of God to the men of

his generation, was taken up alive to heaven, in soul

and body, without seeing death, Heb, xi. 5. for he was

not to conquer it for the salvation of others. But Christ

having suffered death for the elect, and purged away

our sins by himself, was made higher than the heavens,

and sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in the

hig^hest. 5. Enoch was the seventh from Adam ;

Christ the seventieth from Enoch, as appears from his

genealogy in Luke, 6. Enoch was the third person,

that we read of, who departed this world : Christ the*

third of those v/ho ascended to heaven. 7, As in Abel
we have an instance of a violent death, in Adam of a

natural ; so in Enoch, an example of thiit supernatural

change, which those of the elect shall undergo, who
shall be alive at the last day. 8. And lastly, God was

pleased, before the law, to give the world in Enoch an

instance of an ascension to hekven ; under the law, in

the person of Elias, under the gospel, in Christ ; to

shew, that believers, in every period, become partakers

of the same salvation.

XIX. Let us next, under the second periGd^ cxplalii

two types of the same kind. The first is Noah j the

second Isaac. Peter declares, 1 Pet. iii. 20, 21. that

Noah the patriarch of the new world, the ark, which

he built, and the waters of the deluge, had all their

mystical signification ; where he teacheth us, that bap-

tism is the antitype of those things Vv'hich happened un-

* Enoch himself was ihc first, Elijah llie sccoirl, and so Christ

'.vas the third.
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^er, and by the direction of Noah. Antitype there de-

notes a type corresponding in the same signification to

some other type. For order's sake, we will distinctly

consider three things. I. Noah himself. II. The ark.

IIL The deluge.

XX. As to Noah. 1. His name signifies rest. And
as that was not altogether expected in vain, so he could

v,oi bestow it fully, and in a manner that was proper to

answer the import of that name. But Christ freely be-

stows this on all those, who, being burthened with the

load of sin, betake themselves to him, Alatth. xi. 2?.

and having calmed the storm of divine wrath, that w^s

hanging over our guilty heads, he brings his church,

amidst the storms and tempests of adversities, to the

wished for haven of rest. 2, Noah was a just man in

his generation j Christ was hoti/, harmless, znidefiledy

and separate from sinners, knew no sin, neither was

guile found in his mouth -, nay, he is Jehovah our righ-

teousness. 3. Noah was a preacher of righteousness ;

Christ preached this much more distinctly, both that

righteousness by which we must be justified before

God, and that which we should endeavour after as a

testimony of our gratitude. 4. Noah, in building the

ark, prepared a. safe retreat for his family against the

impending waters of the deluge. Concerning Christ it

is said. Is, xxxii. 2. And a man shall he as an hiding'

placefrom the urind, and a covertfrom the tempest. 5.

Noah preserved his family, which consisted only ofeight

souls. Christ preserves the children, whom God has

given him , who, in comparison of the great number

of those that perish, are but a little flock. 6. As Noah
was the prince of the second world 5 so Christ is the

Head of that new world, which was formed by means

of the ruin and destruction of the former. For as what-

Vol. IIL ' H
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ever belonged to the former world was destroyed in ^'e

time of Noah ; so whatever takes its rise from the first

Adam, ought to be abolished, in order to give place to

the new creature, which is from Christ. 7. Noah of-

fered to God a sacrifice of a sweet savour ; Christ of-

fers that sacrifice of a sweet-smelling savour, by virtue

of which God is reconciled to the world. 8. After God
had smelled a sweet savour from the sacrifice which

Noah offered, he promised, that he would no more de-

stroy the world by a new deluge ; but only collect that

quantity of vapours in the air, which being beautifully

painted with the solar rays, might form in the heavens

the variegated rainbow. By the efficacy of the sacri-

fice which Christ offered, God was reconciled to his

elect, and promised, that he would never punish them

in his anger j but only chastise them with slighter pa-

ternal stripes, amidst v/hich the rays of his grace would

shine.

XXI. The. ark, which Noah built, signified both

Christ and the church of Christ. It was a type of

Christ. For, 1 . As the ark secured all who entered

into it, from the descending rains, and from the waters

of the great abyss, as they broke out from beneath ; so

Christ gives a secure refuge to all who fly to him, both

against the wrath of God, which is revealed from hea-

ven, and against the rage of their infernal enemies. 2.

As it appeared ridiculous to the ungodly world, who
were hardened to their own destruction, that the seeds

of a ne\v universe should be preserved in such an ark ;

so the glad tidings of salvation which we are to seek for

only in Christ, are to the Jews a stumbling-block, and

io the Greeks foolishness. 3. As the ark had its just

dimensions of length, breadth, and depth, and in a

word, was so large as to be able to contain so m.any

-inimah to<rethcr with their food : so, in like manneiV;



Of iNoah and the Ark. 55

there is in Jesus Christ that length, breadth, depth, and

height of delightful love, which is abundantly sufficient

for saving all the elect for ever. 4. That pitch, with

which, according to God's appointment, the joints of

the ark were pitched over, within and without, to pre-

vent all injrress of the water, is called in Hebrew Co-

phir, which likewise signifies expiation and a price oj

redemption. AYas not this an elegant and fine re})resen-

tation of the expiation and redemption of Christ, to

which alone w^e are indebted, for our being secured

(rom the deluge of divine vengeance ?

XXIL But this same ark was also a figure of tlie

ehiirch. 1. As the ark contained all the hope of the

second world ; so, in like manner, tlie church contains

that assembly of the first-born, who Jlre to be the heirs

of the new world. 2. As the profane Ham also enter-

ed into the ark with the godly, and many unclean

beasts with the clean j so many impure hypocrites creep

into the exterual communion of the church. '?,. As the

ark remained unhurt and unshattered amidst all the

shocks of storms and tempests, the tops of houses and

craggy cliffs of mountains and rocks ; so neither shall

the gates of hell prevail against the church. 4. As the.,

ark floated securely on the waters, without sailsj oars,

or rudder, by the providence of God alone, even when

Noah was asleep ; so the church, when destitute of all

human aid, and while they, to vv'hose cLire she is com-

mitted, are often asleep,, is guided by the watchful eye

of Christ, and at last happily brought into the haven ot

salvation. 5. As the ark, upon the retiring ui tlie wa-

ters again into their abyss, rested upon the mountains

of Ararat, where Noah, when he debarked and set his

feet on dry land, offered sacrifices of thanksgiving to

God ; so, in like manner, the church, aftjer it has passed

through the trials, dangers, and oppositions $" this pre-
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sent world, shall rest in the heavenly Zion, where, with

uninterrupted thanksgivings, she will sing the praises

of her o-^'eat God and Saviour.

XXIII. Again, the waters of the deluge have a re-

ference both to Christ and the church. - 1. As the wa-

ters, which descended from heaven, and violently issu-

ed out from beneath, covered the ark, and encompass-

ed it on every side ; so Christ was also to grapple with

the wrath of his heavenly Father, with the bands of hell

let loose upon him, and with the unrelenting cruelty of

malicious men. In short, the sarrozvs of death compas-

sed hiviy and thejloods of (Belial) iingodly men made him

afraid, Psal. xviii. 4. 2. As those waters did indeed

cover, but did not sink, the ark \ nay the deeper they

were, the more they lifted it up on high, and brought it

nearer to heaven ; so Christ, in like manner, was put to

deafli in the flesh, but quickened hy ike Spirit, 1 Pet. iii.

18. And the more grievous his sufferings were, to the

higher pitch of glory did God exalt him, 2 V^i. ii. 9.

3. As the waters of the deluge destroyed the v/orld of

the ungodly, but preserved the ark, 1 Pet. iii. 20. which

being lifted up on high was placed above the tops of

iiouses and turrets, against which it might be dashed,

while, in the mean time, all the devices and instru-

ments of art wtre overthrown ; so the afflictions, which

are sent by God, are indeed to consume the ungodly,

and drive them headlong into hell ; but appointed to

purge and prepare the godly for salvation, that they

may not perish with the world, 1 Cor. xi. 32. 4. As
the waters of the deluge, by drov^ming sinners, washed

out the crimes of the old world ; that the church, being

delivered trom these notorious crimes, might, with

greater purity, serve God (by which the same thing is

set forth as by the water of baptism, 1 Pet. iii. 21.) so,

by the blood and Spirit of Christ, our sins are washed
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away, the old man mortified, that the new man may,

with the greater alacrity, be employed for God.

XXIV. Lastly, It is not for nothing, that notice is

taken of the dove, which Noah sent out, and which re-

turned in the evening with an olive-leaf plucked off.

For, 1 . As Noah was a type of Christ, so tiiat dove was

a type of the Holy Spirit which descended upon Christ,

when he was baptized at Jordan. 2. As that dove

brought the olive-branch to those who were in the aik^

from which they mii^ht infer, that the w^aters were now
dried up ; so, in like manner, the Holy Spirit assurei»

those that are in the church, of the peace of God, the

symbol of which w^as the olive-branch. 3. As the dove

carried that olive-leaf in her mouth j so the Holy Spirit

publishes that mystical, or spiritual peace by the mouth

of the prophets, apostles, and evangelists. 4. As the

dove came to the ark in the evening ; so, in the evening

t)f the world, the gifts of the Holy Spirit are more plei>

liful and abundant.

XXV. Omitting, for the present, the illustrious type

of Melchizedek, Vv'hich Paul has accurately explained,

Heb. vii. we shall take a short view of the history of

Isaac, who was a type of Christ. I. In his person. II.

In his offering. III. In his deliverance, and the glori-

ous consequence thereof.

XXVI. As to his person. 1. He is called Isaac from

laiigliing, because he was a son of joy and exultation

to his parents. Gen. xxi. 6. But Christ is tlie joy oi

the whole world, and at his birth the angels proclaim-

ed to the shepherds good tidings of great joy, which

shall be to all people, Luke ii. 16. 2. Isaac was the

son uf the promise, being descended in a miraculous

manner from Abraham, who was old, and from Sarah,

who was barren and past bearing, by the alone efficacy

of the word of God, whereby he caUa things that are
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720/, as if they leered Rom. iv. 17. So Christ, not ac-

cording to the order of nature, nor by virtue of the ge-

neral blessingj Increase and multiply^ but bv the effica-

cy of a gracious promise, was born of a virgin-mother,

by a strange and surprising miracle. 3. Isaac w-as the

cnly son of Abraham, Gen. xxii. 2. by a lawful and

free wife, and in whom his seed zvas to be called. Gen.

xxi. 12. though he likewise had Ishmael, and after-

wards begat sons of Keturah ; so Christ is the only-be-

gotten Son of the Father, John iii. 16. though he also

has brethren, but of a far more inferior order and con-

•dition, Rom. viii. 29. 4. Isaac was the head of Abra-

ham's famil}', and, in his measure, that is, typically,

the origin of the blessing. Christ is the head of God's.

Jamily ; ofwhom the whole faynily in heaven and earth is

Tidmed, Eph. iii, 15. And in him tee are blessed unth

all spiritual blessings, Eph. i. 3.

XXVII. In the qfering of Isaac the analogy is in the

following particulars. 1. Abraham could not possibly

have given a more illustaicus instance of his love to

God, than by offering to the death his son, his only son

Isaac, whom he loved, in whom all his hopes were

placed. Nor was it possible for Go^ to give a more il-

lustrious display of his love to men, than by delivering

up for them his beloved and only-begotten Son to the

most dreadful tortures of many deaths in one, John iii.

1 6. 2. It was an extraordinary instance of Isaac's obe-

dience, to submit to his father in such a dreadful case>

without a repining murmur. And who can, as it justly

deserves, relate, with what cheerfulness Christ obeyed,

his Father unto the death, even the death of the cross ^

Phil. ii. 8. 3. As Isaac went out of his father's house

to the place which God had appointed ^ so Christ went

out of Jerusalem, in order to suffer without the gate,

Heb. xiii. IL 4. lipase carried the wood 5 and Christ
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carried his cross, 5. Isaac's hands were lied ; In ]ike

manner were Christ's. 6. Isaac was laid on the wood ;

an.d Christ was nailed to the cross. 7. Isaac was offer-

ed on mount Aloriah, which was either the same with,

or at least near to Calvary, where our Lord was cru-

cified.

XXVIII. We are further to observe these coinciden-

ces in his deliverance. 1 . Isaac was already dead in

his father's opinion, and Abraham received him from

the dead in a figure, Heb. xi. 19. So Christ, being

truly dead was restored to life. 2. Isaac was dead in

his father's intention, from thxs moment he received the

command to offer him up, until the third day on which

he was forbid to lay hands on the lad. On the third

day also Christ arose. 3. When Is.aac was restored to

Abraham, he dwelt with his father, and becam.e the

parent of a numerous seed. So, when Christ rose from

the dead, he entered into his Father's house, and saw

his seed. Is. liii. 10.

XXIX. When a ram was substituted for Isaac, who
was otherwise to have been offered ; by inverting the

figure, Isaac represents the church, and the ram is a fi-

gure of Christ. 1 . Isaac was, by the command of God,

brought to be offered, which was near put in execution

by Abraham. Thus the severity of the divine judg-

ment against sin was shadowed forth ,; whereby, unless

the satisfaction of Christ had interposed, all mankind

must have perished. 2. That ram was not of Abra-

ham's fold, but W3S suddenly at hand, and got ready for

that purpose, by a remarkable dispensation of divine

providence. Thus also Christ was given by a peculiar

gift of God to us, who could never have found, among
any thing belonging to us, a sacrifice fit for an expia-

tion. 3, That- ram's being caught by the horns in the

thicket, seems to be q. representaiion oi all those cala-
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mities, m which Christ was invoh-ed, through the whole

course of his life : and why may we not here call to

mind that crown of thorns, which was put round his

hesd ? 4. Abraham did not see the ram before he was

called upon by God. None sees Ciirist by faith but by

the efficacy of the gospel-call. 5. After the ram was

offered, Isaac was set at liberty. .Christ having died

for the elect, they also shall live for ever.

XXX. Under the Mosaic period., no persons were

more illustrious than Moses himself, and Aaron his

brother. But Moses sustains a twofold character or

relation. 1. That of a lawgiver, whose office it was

strictly to inculcate the law with its appendages. 2.

Of an interpreter and teacher of the promises made to

the fathers concerning a Saviour and salvation. In the

tormer respect he is opposed to Christ, and is a type

of the law. In the latter, he remarkably represents

Christ.

XXXI. To the former relation belong the following

particulars. 1 . His slow speech and stamm ering tongue,

Exod. iv. 10. signified, that the doctrine of the law is

disagreeable and harsh to the sinful man (quite the re-

verse of the doctrine of grace, which Christ declares,

whose mouth is therefore said to be mq^t sweet,- Cant.

V. IG.) and can by no means justify him, but rather con-

demns him, that eve7y mouth mot/ he stopped, Rom.iii.

19. 2. That the people being forbid to draw near to

the holy mount, on pain of death, and their being se-

cluded from familiar converse with God, while he him-

self alone was allowed a nearer approach to the Deity»

represented, that his legal ministry could by no. means

imite sinners to God, but was rather an evidence of

that separation which is between God and man. 3.

When, being actuated by a holy zeal, he broke the ta-

bles of the covenant, and stirred up the treacherous
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Israelites to mutual slaughter, he actually shewed, that

his ministry was the mimstration of death and condem-

nation, 2 Cor. iii. 7, 9, 4. That his covering his face

>vith a vail, when he was to speak to the children of

Israel, was a figure, that the glorious doctrine of grace

was not a little obscured among a carnal people by the

covering of his ceremonies ; for being wholly intent on

the vail, they did not penetrate into the glory that was

concealed behind it. 5. Though, among the many mi-

racles he performed, a variety ofjudgments were indeed

inflicted upon his enemies, by which they were de-

stroyed, but not so much as one was raised from the

dead : is not this a confirmation of Vvhat we just said,

that the law is a killing letter, 2 Cor. iii. 6. in contra-

distinction to the law of the spirit of life, zvhich is in Je-

sus Christ ? Rom. viii. 2. 6. and lastly, That he him-

self died in the wilderness, without being able to bring

the people into the promised land, but was obliged to

leave that work to Jesus (Joshua) the son of Nun : is

not this a plain proof, that salvation is not of the law ?

but is only to be looked for from our Jesus, who is also

the end of the law, vv^hich was published by Moses,

and whom Moses recommended to the people to hear,

preferably to Joshua.

XXXII. But as in that respect Moses was opposed

to Christ, so in another he clearly prefigured him, both

in his person and offices. As to his person. 1 . I'lic

birth both of Moses and of Christ was rendered famous

by the tyrannical slaughter of infants. 2. Both of them
having undergpne, immediately on their birth, a cruel

persecution from their enemies, did not escape but by

a miracle of the singular providence of God. 3 . Moses,

when he might have enjoyed th^ pleasures of the Egyp-

tian court, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's

Vol hi. I
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daughter, chusing rather to partake in the reproacli of

his brethren. In like manner, though Christ thought it

no robbery to be equal with God, yet, vailing his ma-

jesty, he chose contempt and poverty, in order to honor

and enrich his people. 4. Moses had not his equal

among men, for meekness. Numb. xii. 3. So Christ

left an example of the niost perfect meekness to his

people, Matth. xi. 29. 5. When Moses came from

conversing with God in the holy mount, he dazzled the

eyes of the spectators, with a kind of radiancy issuing

from his face. Christ is the brightness of the Father's

glory, Heb. i. 3. And we beheld Ids glory, the glory as

of the only-begotlen of the Fathery John i. 14. And
when he was transfigured before his disciples, his face

did shine as ilie sun, Matth. xvii. 2.

XXXIII. Moses sustained a threefold office. T.

That of a deliverer. II. Of a mediator. III. Of a

prophet In each he was a type of Christ. He is cal-

led LUTROTEs, a deliverer (redeemer) Acts vii. 35.

For, by the power of God, he delivered the people from

Egyptian bondage, by destroying the first-born of Egypt,

by preserving the Israelites by the blood of the paschal

lamb, by enriching them with the spoils of their ene-

mies, and, in fine, by drowning Pharaoh and all his

host. In like manner, Christ redeems (delivers) his

elect from the tyranny of the devil, overthrows all the

power which opposes the liberty of his brethren, taking

such a vengeance on his enemies, as contains an ex-

press charge of guilt : with his own blood he sprinkles

the hearts of the elect, and screens them, from the de-

stroying angel, brings into the church the glory and ho-

nor ot the nations. Rev. xxi. 26. and in a word, hav-

ing spoiled principalities and powers, he makes a shew
.)f them openly, triumphing:: over thcni, CoL ii. 15,
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XXXIV. JMoscs liimself declares, that he was a me-

diator, Dent. V. 5. I stood betivecn Jehovah and yon at

that time : and he acted as a mediator in a twotold res-

pect. 1 . As the messenger of the covenant, proposing

the commandments and promises of God to the people,

and bringing the words of the people back to God.

Exod. xix. 7, 8. and in a solemn manner ratiiying the

covenant in the name of both parties, Exod. xxiv, 8.

2. As interceding for the people with God, praying,

that, if divine justice could not otherv^'ise be satisfied.

himself might rather be blotted out of the book of God,

and. the people spared, Exod. xxxii. 32. In ail these

things, he represents Christ, who, in a far more excel-

lent manner, is the ISiediator between God and man ;

not ©nly the Angel of the covenant, and the Messenger

of the everlasting; testament, but also the Sponsor and

Surety of a better covenant, than that of Moses, Heb.

vii. 22. not only iw the name of God undertaking with

men for their salvation, and all things appertaining

thereto, but also in our name, undertaking with God,

to cancel, by his death, to the utmost farthing all our

debts ; and being admitted by God to the discharge of

that ofrice, he by his death and intercession became tiie

procurer of an everlasting peace.

XXXV. Lastly, as Moses was the greatest prophet

of God's people, whose equal no age produced, Deut.

xxxiv. 10. so Christ in this also w'as like to Moses,

Deut. xviii. 28. nay, so much greater than x\Ioses, as

a son is greater than a servant, and he zcho haili bulUhd

the house, than the house, Heb. iii. 3, 5, 6. More es-

pecially, 1. Whereas God made himself knov.n unto

the other prophets in a vision or a dream, with Moses

he spoke inouth to moduli, and gave him to behold the

similitude ofVie Lord, Numb. xii. 6, 7, 8. But who

did ever more ck'arly sec God, than his only-bcgottcn
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Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, and was there-

fore only qualified to declare the Father unto us r John
i. 8. 2. None of the prophets were so famous for mi-

racles and wonders as Moses. And yet Christ, by his

miracles, struck ever)^one with astonishment, and oblig-

ed even the most refractory Jews, to confess, that no-

thing like or even equal to them was ever seen in Israel,

Matth. ix. 33. 3. Moses made great alterations in the

external polity or form of worship, and, at God's com-

mand, made many additions to it. Christ again, by

the same will of God, having abrogated the former in-

stitutions, m?.de the church appear in a more excellent

form, and delivered those words, which God had re-

served to be spoken in the last days. A. Moses zvas

faithful in all the house of God, for a testimony (f those

things zvhich were to be spoken (fler, Heb, iii. 5. propo-.

sing all these things briefly and obscurely, which were

to be spoken and taught through the whole house af

God, in every period of time. But Christ with his apos-

tles spoke those things clearly, to which Moses bore

witness as to things afterwards to be spoken, John v,

46. Acts xxvi. 2^.

XXXVI. To Closes let us join Aaron, whose typi-

cal relation we cannot here, however, explain without

intermixing some things from the legal types, i. He,

being born before Closes, was sanctified, at God's

command, to be the high priest of the people in things

pertaining to God, Exod. xxviii. 1. and xxlx. I, Heb.
V. 1. In like manner, Christ the first-born among ma-

ny brethren, and the only-begotten Son of God, is the

High Priest ofour profession, Heb. iii, 1. ivho glorified

not himself to be made an high priest : but he that said

7intohim, Thou ait viy Son, to-day have I begotten tJiec,

Heb. v. 5. 2. When Aaron was to be installed in hit

office, he was anointed with the most fragrant oil, even
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M )th that which \v^s appointed for the most sacred uses^

P^xod. XXIX. 7. and xxx. 31, 32. This was so plenti-

fully poured C!i his head, that it run down upon his

beard, and to the skirts of his garments, PsaL cxxxiii.

1'. In like manner, Gcd anointed Christ loith the Holy

Ghost and lai'hpoxcer. Acts x. 38. not by measure, John

iii. 34. and his gifts descended plentifully upon all his

chosen people, 1 John ii. 20. Whence his name is as

oinl.iiicnt pourcdforth, C^nt. i. 3. but the elect only par-

take of it 3 for the profane world receiveth not this

Spirit, Johx\ xiv. 17.

XXXVII. 3. Aaron was likewise clothed with Iwly

garments. 1. lie had a mitre of the finest linen on his

liead, to which was fastened, on a blue lace, a plate

of pure gold, having engraven upon it Holiness to

JiiHQVAH, Exod. xxviii. 3(), 37. And by tin's was sig-

nified the most unspotted holiness of Christ, both as to

his divine and human nature, Heb. vii. 29. And like-

wise that Christ was the person, who bears the iniquity

cf the holy things, ver. 38. that is, expiates tlie sins,

with which our most holy actions are otherwise pollut-

ed. 2. lie was also clothed with a blue robe, upon the

hem of which were pomegranates and golden beiJs in-

terchangeably, quite round, Exod. xxviii. 31, 33. That

represented the robe of righteousness, with which Christ

was himself clothed, and with which he clothes liis peo-

pie. Is. Ixi. 10. as also the most acceptabJc sound oi the

gospel, to be preached by him^ whithersoever he should

come, together with the most sweet and fragrant fruits

thereof. 3. He also had on the* ephod, or short cJoak

* There was a common ephod, which was not peculiar to tiie

liigh priests, but to other priests also. We read liiut Doeg the

Edomitc slew eighty-five persons wUo did wear a linen ejihod, I

Sam. x>;ii. iS. but our author here speaks of the sacred e])hoJ,

whicli none but the i'.igli priest was to wearj and none wtxe U*

TOiake any like it.
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of m«st curious workmanship, on the^&houlders of which

were joined two onyx-stones with thf names of the

children of Israel, Exod. xxviii. 6, 9. By which was

*]:gnified, that his chosen people would be very dear to

Christ our High Priest, whom he was to carry, as it

Vv^ere, on his shoulders into the heavenly sanctuary, Is.

%]. 1 J , nay and to carry them with care, as a precious

sJ:one, scgulluh, a pecuhar treasure, and as his own in-

heritance. 4. There was likewise the holy breast-plate

cfjudgment, with twelve precious stones set therein, on

each of which was a name of a tribe of Israel, Exod.

xxviii. 15, 17. Many are pleased to call this the Urim

and Thummim, Lev. viii. 8. This signified, that Christ

is he, whose IS trie judgment, Ezek. xxi. 27. to whom
the Father hath given autftorify to execute judgment,

John v, 27. with whom is the light of the most perfect

wisdom, and the perfections of the most consummate

holiness, and who bears his chosen people on his heart,

arid presents them by name, by his intercession with his

Father. Nor has it without reason been observed by

the learned, that when under tlie New Testament we
likewise read of twelve precious stones ; the jasper,

which had the last place in the Old, has the first in the

New, Rev. xxi. 19. as if it was the band or connection

of both Testaments, intimating to us, that both have

the same scope, namely Christ, whose cherishing and

never-failing grace is elegantly represented by the green-

ness of the jasper. 5. And lastly, to omit other parti-

culars, Aaron's ephod, v.'hich otherwise hung loose,

was bound close with a girdle of gold, blue, 8cc. inter-

wove with fine linen, in a m.ost curious manner, ver. 8.

"Which sjgnJftetl with what alacrity and readiness, to-

gether with the most considerable prudence, Jesus v.n~

dertook his office.
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XXXVIII. 4. The authority of Aaron's priesthood

was ratified by the miraculous buds, blossoms, and

fruits of the rod, which was cut from the almond-tree,

which was the only one of all the other rods that sud*

denly budded. Numb. xvii. That rod signifies Christ,

who not only cameforth out of tlie cut stem of Jesse, Is.

xi. 1. but was also cat off" out of the land of the llvii/g,

Is. liii. 8. yet budded again immediately after his death,

and became a tree of life, having at the same time buds,

blossoms, and fruit, yielding new fruit every month.

Rev, xxii. 2. It also represents the perpetual fresh and

flourishing efficacy of Christ's priesthood, who is a Priest

afte?' the power of an endless life, Heb. vii. 16.

XXXIX. 5. Aaron, by the legal sacrifices, expiated

the sins of the people, and by his prayers interceded for

them. Numb. xvi. 43. especially on the solemn day of

expiation, when,w^ith the blood of the slain sacrifice, he

entered into the holy of hohes. So Christ in like man-

ner, throus;h the- ciernal Spiiit offered himself xdthout

<pot to God, and entered not into the hob/ places made

li'illi hands, which are thefigures of (he true ; but into

heaven itself, now to appear in Ike presence of God fot

US; nor zvith the blood of others, but with his own, lie

obtained eternal redonptiou, Ileb. ix. 14, 24, 2.>.

*XL. These are a few instances, from among many,

of the historical tj/pes. To which we shall subjoin two

of the legal types, from a great number of others. And
in the first place let us consider the mystery of tlie ark

of the covenant, ->vhich is, as it were, the centre and

compendium of all the ceremonies. The construction

of this ark is described, Exod. xxv. 10. It was made

of slnttim wood, or, as is generally thought, of the most

excericnt cedar. That wood, when made into the form

of an ark, -ivas overlaid wi'thin and without, with the

Durest ?;old. The ark had a crown or cornice or gold
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around It. Four rings of gold were put in the sides
;

and into these tv/o staves made of cedar-wood, but

overlaid with gold, to carry the ark bv ; and were never

to be taken out of the rings, even v/hile it remained in

its place. In the ark the tables of the testimony were

put: but the covering mercy-seat, of pure gold, was-

placed above on the ark. And two cherubims of gold,

made of one piece with the mercy-scat, covered it with

their wings, having their faces so turned towards each

other, as, at the same time, to look downwards to the

mercy-seat. The figure of these cherubims is a matter

ofmuch dispute among writers. The description which

Josephus gives of them is not amiss, Antiq. lib. iii. c. 6.

when he says, that they were xvinged animals, resem-

Ming nothing that was ever seen by men. That they

came the nearest to the shape of an ox, may be gather-

ed from Ezek. i. 10. compared with Ezek. x. 14. For

in the latter place what is called the/<7r^ of a cherub,

is in the formef>called xSx^face ofan ox. Further cha-

RAB, whence the name clicrubini is derived, signifies in

the Chaldee, Syriac, and Arabic, to plough, for which

oxen were formerly much eraployed. On the mercy-

seat, between the two cherubims, was the throne of

the divine majesty, from whence answers were ^wtn

to the inquirers. The ordinary place of the ark was

within the vail, in the holy of holies, Exod. xxvi. C3.

but in such a manner, that the ends of the staves were

seen from the holy place, tov.-ards the front of the holy

of holies, I Kin^rsviii. 8. While the tabernacle stood,

the ark was taken out of it, when the Israelites v/ere to

march, that it might search ou-t a resting-place for them.

Numb. X. ?3. and be to them as the symbol of the di-

vine presence, f(?r their comfort ; but a terror to theix

enemies, ver. 34, o5. Eut after it was once brought

into the temple, it v/as net taken from thence, till that



OF THE Covenant. 69

Vv'as destroyed, Psal, cxxxii. 13, 14. 2 Cbron. v. 9.

Now let us inquire into the meaning of all this.

XLI. This ark principally signified, or was a type of

Christ. 1. Its matter, being partly of wood, and partly

of gold, was proper to represent the two natures of

Christ j the wood might denote his human nature, ac-

cording to which he is thefruit of the earth, Is. \\\ 2.

and that It was incorrupted, free from all putrefaction,

evenwhera it v/as dead and laid in the grave, Psal. xvi.

10, as Pliny ascribes eternity to cedar, lib. xiii. c. 5.

Gold was .accounted a symbol of divinity, in respect of

solidity, purity, brightness, and value ; and so that re-

presented the eternity, holiness, and glory of Christ ;

and at the same time shewed us, how valuable he ought

to be in our eyes ; even of such value, as to count all

things else but loss and dung, in comparison of him, Phil,

iii. 8. But as the gold only was conspicuous, and not

the wood, which was within and without overlaid with

gold ; did not this signify, that Christ was not then ma-

nifested in the flesh, but his manifestation, which had

hitherto been wrapped up in the most precious promi-

ses of God, was reserved for a happier period ? 2. The

form of the ark, by which it was capable to contain a

great treasure, denoted that Christ was the person, iu

•ichom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,

and of all manner of happines-s -, from whosefulness the

elect may receive grace for grace. 3. The cornice or

crown of gold, vrhich encompassed the ark, seems to

be a type of the crown and kingdom of Christ. 4. The
tables of the covenant, whicli w^re put into the ark,

signified, .that Christ was to have the law of God in the

midst of his bowels, or within his heart, and to fulfil all

the righteousness of it for his chosen people.

^'oj .
III. K



10 Of the Ark

XLIL 5. But the propitiatory covering, or the ?/7rr-

ci/-scaf., In an especial manner, signified Christ, as tak-

ing away the guilt of our sins. For God is in Christ,

recoKciling the icoi^ld to himselfi 2 Cor. v. 19. Former-

ly that propitiatory or mercy-seat, being placed in the

holy of holies of the tabernacle, or temple, behind the

vail, was concealed from the eyes of all, because the

expiation was not yet made : but God has now setforth

Christ, exposed him before the eyes of all believerSj and

openly exhibited him to their view, as a propitiation in

his blood, Rom. iii. 25. The mercy-seat being of pure

gold, but laid upon the ark o'f woodj teacheth us, what

it was that added worth and value to the obedience and

sufferings of the man Christ ; namel}^ the infinite dig-

nity of his Godhead. The tables of the law were co-

vered by the mercy-seat : which the men of Bethshe-

mesh venturing to look into, when the cover was but a

very little removed, brought a fearful destruction upon

themselves, 1 Sam. vi. 19. By Christ's propitiation all

our sins are covered, Psal. xxxii. 1.; but should we
venture to view the law without this, we should find

nothing there but the sentence of eternal condemnation.

On the mercy-seat God displayed the presence of his

majesty, and from thence gave gracious answers to his

people. In Christ a throne of grace is erected, to which

every believer may approach with boldness ; and be as-

sured, that if he pray according to the will of God, he

shall not pray in vain, but there find grace to help in

time of need, Heb, iv. 16. There God dwelt in the

cloud. Lev. xvi. 2. ; amidst the darkness of which, the

rays of divine effulgence shone forth : which in.dwclling

the Hebrew doctors have expressed by the famous

term Shechinah i and what else does this signify, but

the fulness of llie Godhead, that Vv^as to dwell bodily ia

the man Christ, and through Christ graciously in us ?



OF THE Covenant, 71

Col. ii. 9. The IVord icas madefesJucLcA eskenoseN;
fabcrnadtd, cr dwelt as in a tabernacle (observe tlie

elegant allusion to the Hebrew word) en hemin^, iv,

among r/s, John i. 14.

XLJII. 6. The cherubim over the prooltiatorv or

mercy-seat represented the holy angels, who descended

upon Christ to minister unto him, v.hile in tliis world,

John i. 51. and wi.th myriads of- wliom he is now sur-

rounded, while sitting on a throne of glory, Dan. vii.

10. Is. vi. 2. Ps. Ixviii. 17. They were of the same

piece with the mercy-seat, because Christ, bv his pro-

pitiation, has brought about a coalition of the cltct;

from among m.en, into one heavenly society with the

angels. For, by his means, ur arc come unlo the hea-

vcnlfj Jerusalem, and to (m.yriads) a?i innumcrahle com-

paiuj of avc^f^eU, Ileb. xii. 22. The ciicruhhii vie\^ed

the ark with their faces downward, desiring to look into

the mysteries of our redemption, 1 Pet. i. 12. They

were two in number, with their faces tovvards each

ether, nevertheless each might also view the ark. This

their position represented the duty of believers, both of

the Old and Nev/ Testament, who, with eyes of a like

precious faith and miutual love, vievv- one another ; but

they jointly fix their eyes upon Christ. For the angtls

are often proposed to us as examples.

XLFv''. J dare not affirm with some, that the cheru-

bim were directly an emiblcm of believers ; it being

certain, that by them in scripture angels are n^ireseni-

ed. -God committed the guarding of j)aradise to the

cherubim, Gen. hi. 2-1. Riding upon a cherub he flies,

Psal. xvlii. 10. But I have not yet seen any scriptuiv-

testimony, to prove that believers arc called cherubin?.

The only one produced, with any shew of probability,

is that from Rev. v. 8, 9, 10. v.'here it is thouglit, that

the same song i:» ascribed to the four living creatures,.
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which are the cherubim, together with the four and

twenty elders, in which they proclaim tlieir being re-

deemed by the blood of the Lamb out of every kindred

:

which is not true of angels, but of believers. But I an-

swer, 1 . If, by the four living creatures, believers are

here to be understood, I could vv^ish it was shewn, why
these living creatures are generally placed before the

four and twenty elders, who are the patriarchs and pre-

decessors of the universal church ; nay, and who lead

and go before them in their sacred songs, as may be

seen, Rev. iv. 9, 10. As every reason would persuade,

that the patriarchs of the universal church should have

the precedency before the promiscuous assembly in ce-

lebrating the divine praises. Also, how the church of

believers should introduce John to the vision and know-

ledge of things to come, which certainly knew nothing

about them but by mealis of John : and yet they are*

said to have done this, Rev. vL 1, 3, 5, 7. Certainl}'^

angels, and not men, usually perform that office to the

propbets. 2. The former clause of ver. 8. namely, The

four living creatures, and the four av.d Iwe^ifi/ eldersfell

dozen before llie Lamb, is afiirmed of both conjointh'.

But we need not understand what follows, having every

o\ie of them harps, b^,c. ver. 9. And they sung a neiv song,

Ssc. of any other, but the four and twenty elders. I

will not now say, with a very learned person, that this

appears from the Greek construction; because, as ehon-

TEs EKASTOs, huviug everT/ one, is of the masculine

gender, it cannot be'referred to zoa, living erealures,

which is neuter ; for I know that is of little weight

:

but I shall confirm this exposition by some passages al-

together similar. Neh. xiii. 1,2. it is said. Therein loas

found written, that the Ammonite and the Moabile should

vol come into the congregation of Godfor ever : because

iiicij met not the children of Israel zcith bread and ivith
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icafcT, hiii Jiircd Balaam as^ainst them, &*c\ The fir: t

thing asserted, viz. That they met not Ir,rael, is com-

mon both to the Aloabites and Amoniies : but the hii-

ter, about hiring Balaap.i, is applicable only to the Mo-
abites, as appears from Numb. xxii. 3. In like manner,

Jer. xxi. 7, I icill deliver %edekiah king of Judali,, and

Jiis scrvanls, and the people, &'t'. into the hand of Kelm-

chadnezzaf king of Babylon, ^c. xvho shall smite them

with the edee of the szvord. What is said in the former

clause about delivering Zedekiah, and his servants, and

the people into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, is true of

all : but what is afterwards added, wdio will smite them

with the ed^e of the sword, must be understood of the

servants and people of Zedekiah, not ot himself, v/bo

died a natural death, Jer. lii. 11. So in like manner

here, it is true, that both the living creatures and the

elders fell do\Yn before Christ, whom angels as wxdl as

men adore. But the harps, and vials full of odours, and

the song, belong to the elders, not to"^ the living crea-

tures. At least it cannot be proved from this place.

But let us return t'ji>»the^rk.

'''' There are many and various opinions concerning these tk'ir/g

creatures. Several tiiink, that they represent the angels : but such

things are said of them, that seem to be inconsistent with tlii.s.

None of the angels could say, that Christ had redeemed tiiem hy

his blood, and made them kings and priests unto.God. He.sides,

chap. vii. 11, 12. it is said, that all the angels stood round abou:

tiie throne, and about the elders and i\\efour Ihivg creatures^ which

are consequently distinguished (rom the angels. Others therefore,

with greater probability, think, tluit the living craatures were tlie

representatives of the ministers of tiie gospel, and the four and

twimty elders, the representatives of the wliole church, both of

the OJd and New Testament ; and t.his may account for the plac-

ing the living creatures before the elders. Had our author there-

fore taken things in this view, he would have at once confuted the

opinion he opposes ; though, upon his own principles, his rej>K u

judicious and ingenious.
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XLV. The staves,, which were put into four rin^s of

gold for carrying,, the ark signified, that Clirist with all

his ?race and glory should be, as it were, carried by the

preaching of the gospel to the four quarters of the

xvorld. The faithful preachers of the gospel may justly

be cqjled Ch r i s t o p h o r o i,* bearers of Christ. These

staves were never to be taken out of the rings, even

while the ark rested, after it was set up in its place.

The sound of the gospel has never been altogether sup-

pressed : and no country can be assured, that Christ

v^^ith his gospel may not depart from it. The place in

which the ark rested, was the holy of holies within the

vail. The place of Christ's rest is in the sanctuary not

made with hands, Hcb. ix. 24. after he entered into

that within the vail, Ilcb. vi. 19, 20. But the ends cf

the staves being seen in the holy place, signified, that

though Christ indeed is in heaven out of the reach of

our bodily eyes j yet he reveals himself to the eyes of

our faith by a manifestation of his manifold grace.

That, during the standing of the tabernacle, the ark

was carried sometimes to one f^lacai^ and sometimes to

another, but was not removed from the temple, till the

destruction of it ; might not this signify to believers,

that Christ should afterwards come forth from the sanc-

tuary of the divine decrees and promises, and so from

heaven itself, and while he passed through the country

of Israel, was seen sometimes in one place and some-

times in another ; but afrcr he was again received into

heaven, he should continue there until the time, in the

which the heavens shall pass mvay rvi/h a great noise, and

the elementJ shall welt rcith fervent heat, 2 Pet. iii. 10.

Whom the heaven must receive, until the limes of the res-

iitiUioii of all things, Acis iii. 21.

* Thus the Lord said in vision to Ananias, tliat Paul was to bear

Christ's name before t" ; GcrtiicSj and kings andcliiidieii of Israel.
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XLVI. It was not without a display of divine wis-

dom, that there was to be a time, when the ark was
not in the house of God ; namely, under the second

temple ; as Jeremiah foretold should happen ; They

shall say no more. The ark of the covenant of Jehovah :

neither shall it come to mind, Jer. iii. 16. For by this

they might be admonished, to expect another, and in-

deed a far more noble habitation for God ; another mer-

cy-seat, far more excellent, to which the former was
commanded to give place, as the shadow to the body.

However, it is not without a mystery, that John saw
again the temple of God opened in heaven, and that tJiere

"iCas seen in his temple the ark of his testament. Rev. xi.

19. and that, at the time in which the "kingdoms of the

world were become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of

his Christ, ver. 15. John saw these things in heaven^

because heaven was the place where he was favored

With these visions, Rev. iv. 1. Not that every thing he

saw was to be in heaven. For surely that war, which

he describes, Rev. xii. 7, 8. was not to be there, but

in the church on earth. But what did he now see ?

The temple opened. This, if I mistake not, signifies a

free, open, and unobstructed entrance for all intof the

church of Christ : into which the nations of the world,

or, as Paul speaks, Rom. xi. 25. thefulness of the Gen-

tiles had come in j and whose doors now stood open

even for the Jews, against whom they had been shut

for a great while. In that temple he sees again the

ark, which was a symbol of the covenant formerly en-

tered into with the Jews : by which is signified a new
habitation for Christ among the Jewish nation, not by

an external symbol, but by interna!and spiritual grace ;

and as they shall enjoy this, they will readily and with

gladness be without an external symbol. See what Jo-

nas le Buy, whom Eochart,, Iliercz. lib. iii, c, 9. calls



TG O r r II l G o a I s

" an excellent person, and highly skilled in those mat-

ters," has wrote on this place.

XIvVII. Near the ark was laid up thepo/ of mnuna,

and Aaron's rod, which budded, Numb. xvii. 35. to

represent the incredible and permanent' svrectness of

that spiritual food, which Christ bestows on hi€ people,

and which himself prefers, on so many accounts, to the

manna given by Moses, John vi. 4S. &c. and which,

by an evident allusion to what was contained in this

pot, is called the iiJdden inanna. Rev. ii. 17. and, at

the same time, to shew the perpetual verdure and eter-

nal efhcacy of Christ's priesthood, by virtue of which

our buds also may come to blow^, and .humble shrubs to

sweet balsam. So much shall suffice concernins: the

ark of the covenant.

XLVIII. Let us now consider the things which the

high priest was to perform on the solemn day of expia-

tion, in order to give another instance of a legal type,

the ceremonies of which are described Lev. xvi. Aaron

was to put on the linen garments, appropriated for that

day, and only during those ministrations, which were to

be performed within the second vail, ver. 4. And after

he was ordered to make an atonement for himself and

his house by offering a young bullock, he was com-

manded to take from the congregation of the children

of Israel two kids of the goats for a sin-offering, and a

ram for a burnt-offering, ver. 5. These kids w^ere to

be procured at the common cxpence cf all, out of the

treasury appointed for defraying the charges of the sa-

crifices, and other things necessary for the w^orship of

God. Both, instead of one offeimg, belonged to one

sacrifice for sin. Both were an expiatory sacrifice, in

the room of Israel-sinners,, bearing their sin. These

«Toats wcic to be presented to God before Jehovah, at

ihe door of the tabernacle of the congregation 5 they
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were sacred to God, and devoted to his worship, ver. 7.

Lots were to be cast upon both ; one lot for Jehovah,

and the other for* Azazel, ver. 8. This, according to«

the Jews, was. done in this manner. The high priest

stood before the goats between the sagan, or the priest

next the high priest, and the head or chief person of the

principal family ; then out of a box he drew the lots,

which were at first of wood ; and under the second tem-

ple of gold : on one of these was inscribed, for Jeho-

xhihy on the other, for Azazcl : the lot drawn out with

the right hand, was put on the head of the goat oppo-

site to that hand ; and that drswn with the left, placed

on the head of that opposite to the left. See Ainsworth

and Altingius. That which fell to Jehovah, was to be

prepared for a sin offering ; which was directly done,

not by killing immediately, but by declaration. For,

the lot being laid upon it, the high priest called it the

sinfor tJie Lord, that is, appointed to be a sacrifice for

sin ; and he offered it, that is, put it in the place of

slaughter, at the north side of the altar. But what fell

to Azazel was again presented alive before Jehovah, to

make an atonement over it, by confession and imposi-

tion of sins, ver. 9, 10. Then that which was Jeho-

vah's was to be killed for the sins of ihe people, and its

blood carried within the vail, with which blood the

high priest was to sprinkle both the mercy-seat, and

before the mercy-seat. Thus an atonement was to be

made for the holy place, and for the tabernacle of the

congregation, because of the uncleanncss ot the chil-

dren of Israel, ver. 15, 16. Then again the live-goat,

which by lot fell to Azazel, was to be brought forth :

and the high priest laid both his hands on his head, and

confessed over it the iniquities of the children of Israel;

* Or, as our translation renders it, for the icahc-gcat.

Vol. hi. L
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g<;nerally in this form, according to the Jews :
" Lord,

I beseech thee, thy people, the house of Israel, have

• transgressed, been rebellious, and have sinned before

ihce. Lord, I beseech thee, forgive now the trespasses,

and rebellions, and sins, which thy people, the house of

Israel, have trespassed, and in wdiich they have been

rebellious ; as it is written in the law of Moses thy ser-

vant, because on this day, he will make atonement for

you, to cleanse you from all your sins," Joma, c. 6.

And the priests and people, who stood in the porch,

upon hearing the name Jehovah pronounced by the high

priest, kneeled, wdth their faces downw^ard, adored,

and said. Blessed be the Lord, and let the glory of his

kingdom befor ever. In this manner all the iniquities of

the children of Israel, and all their trespasses of what

kind soever, greater and smaller, sins against know-

ledge, or sins of ignorance, were laid upon the goat,

'vhich was sent away by the hand of a fit man into the

wilderness, bearing the iniquities of the children of Is-

rael, into a land not inhabited, ver. 21, 22. But the

bullock which Aaron offered for himself, and the goat

which he offered for the people, were to be carried -with-

out the camp, that their skins, and their flesh, and their

dung might be burnt, ver. 27. Before we inquire into

the mystery of these things, some difficulties are first to

be cleared up.

XLIX. And, first, it is indeed very obscure, wliat

we are to understand by Azazel. I have chiefly met

with four opinions of the learned concerning this word.

Thi^ first is, that by Azazel we are to understand the

very goat, which was sent forth into the wilderness.

And they suppose, this may be gathered from the ety-

mology of the word, which is said to be compounded

of a goaf, and xvent aicay. And according to them, the

words of Moses are thus to be understood : One lot for
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Jehovah, that is, for the goat to be offered to Jehovah ;

the other for Azazel, that is, for the goat that was to

go into the wilderness. But though the Hebrew word

may signify a goat going away,. yet it cannot thence be

concluded, that by that name the goat itself was signi-

fied : as it is possible, that, on occasion of the goat's

going away, the place, to which it was led, might be

so called, which Kimchi in Radicihiis contends for

:

" That place was so called," says he, " because the goat

went thither." But the main thing is, that diis eypli-

cation of the lots is very perplexed : whereas the words

of Moses are clear, that the lots were cast for the goats,

to know which of them should fall to Jehovah, and

which to Azazel. Kor does it appear that one of the

goats could be called Azazel, unless we suppose, the

other goat was called Jehovah, which is absurd.

L. Those of the second opinion will have it, that

Azazel was a steep and rugged mountain in the wil-

derness. Thus Jonathan, Saadias, Gaon, Jarchi, Kim-

chi, and most of the Jews. But it has been well ob-

served by others, 1. That AToses no where mentions

mount Azazel, tis he mentions the mountains of Ara-

rat, mount Abarim, mount Eba!, mount Gerizzim, &c.

2. That it does not seem probable, that, in a country

so often travelled over, and so exactly described, none

should ever make mention of mount Azazel, and point

out its situation. For what a certain anonymous author

mentions in Aben Ezra, that it was mount Sinai, will

never have weight w^ith those, who know, what vast

deserts lay betvscen^ Jerusalem and Sinai : whereas a

goat was yearly led from that city to Azazel.

LI. The (/ii7d opinion is of those, who contend, that

Azazel is the devil : and they would have one oi the

goats to have fallen to the devil, not as if it was offered

to the devil (for it v/as devoted to God, and brought
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before him to the tabernacle) but that, at the will of

God, it was exposed to be tormented by the devil.

This sentiment is supported by such arguments as these,

•1. It is the received opinion of the Jews, that Azazel

is one of the names of the devil, just as Samae],,Azaei,

and Machazael. In like manner a Christian poet thus

sings against Marcus the disciple of Valentinus, who
was thought to deceive the spectators by his juggling

tricks.

Ha soi choregei sos pater Satan aiei,

Di' angelikes dunameos Azazel poiein.

Hac tu ille Satanas /;<?/?/ j- aiixilio patris

Azazclique mira designas ope.

" Which thy father Satan ever enables thee to perform

by the angelic power of Azazel." These verses are ci~

ted^y Epiphanius, H^tJ'cs. 34, 11. The etymology fa-

vors this. For n g a s a s e l is flie goat ichick Kent oicaj/ ;

that is, the creature which kept not its first estate, but

revolted from God. Elsewhere in scripture the devils

are called goats, as Lev. xvii. 7. 2 Chron. xi. 15. Kim-
chi in his Lexicon gives the reason o"f it :

" They are

called goats," says he, " because they appear in the

shape of goats to their votaries." Mainionides m more

NcTochim, lib. iii. c. 46. speaks much to the same pur-

pose. To this may be referred the ancient mythology

concerning Fan, Faunus, and the Satyrs, who were

likewise called goats. Since then devils have indispu-

tably been called goats elsewhere, why may not the

devil here likevvise be emblematically signified by Aza-
zel, that is, tJi'j goat xchicJi Kent aicay f or, as Ben
Nachman speaks, the prince zvho rules in desert places ?

LII. The fourth opinion is that of Bochart, who,

though he owns he can advance nothing certain on the

head, yet oilers his conjecture, which is thus : Tlie
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Arabic verb azala signifies (o remove and separate.

7'vch he proves by many instances. And he thinks

.at Azazei is derived from that, and signifies separa-

lion and secession. I'he goat, therefore, whose lot is to

Azazei, to secesskm, was that which by lot was ap-

pointed for retreat, in order to be led into a separate

place of the wilderne'3s, which, ver. 22. iscalledj a land

nti off, or separated.

LIII. But leaving every one to judge for himself, the

third opinion pleases me not a little, because it seem^

to rest on the firmest grounds, and gives us a discovery

of a great mystery ; and I scarce see, what can be ob-

jected to it, unless this one thing, Vv'hich Eochart ad-

vances ; namely, that ngez and asal agree not in

gender, the foimer being feminine, the latter mascu-

line : and therefore, says he, the \tord could not be

made up of both. But that reason is of no great weight:

for, 1. In compound names, grammiatical analogy is

not always regarded : for instance, in the word sa-

MUEL, which at full should be saul me el, asked of

Cod, the letters aleph and vau and lamed are

struck out, and mem is joined with -ei, hy 2i schurec,

whereas analogically it ought to be joined by a tzere. In-

stances to this purpose arc numerous. 2. A chan»ge oi:

genders is common among the Hebrev/s. ^\e have a

similar instance- in Gen. xxx. S8. hatzon vate-

CHAMNAH, in the feminine ; and ver. 39. vatjt^ch^-

Mu HATZON, in the masculii:e. Buxtorf has collected

a great many examples to this purpose in his syntax.

3. Though NGEZ be feminine in signification, yet it is

masculine in termination, as also the plural ngizim ;

and therefore it is no wonder it be joined with a word

ot a masculine termination ; which u also done. Lev.

Xxii. 27. NGEZKI JIVALER VEHAIAH, whcrC 2. doU-

ble masculine is joined to the word ngez. But neiiiier
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is Spenser's observ^ation to be overlooked, that ngasa-
s E L may be explained by, the strong one going aioay.

For NGAZ signifies i'/ro?;o^. And as the true God is

said, Psal. xxi\\ 8. ioht strong and mighlij ; so also

the devil was called Azizos by the Phoenicians ; in the

gospel, Luke xi. 21. tJie strongman,

lAY. 2. It is worth inquiring, what might be signi-

fied by Aaron's laying his hands on the head of the

gc^t : which was not done here onl)*, but also upon
other occasions. Lev. i. 4. Lev. iii. 2. and Lev. iv. 4.

and Herodotus says, this was likewise in use among the

Egyptians, lib. ii. c. 39. See Outrani, de sacrif. lib. i.

c. 15. § 18. and c. 22. § 5. seq. Bochart, if I mistake

not, has given us the best explication of the reasons of

this. 1 . The ofrerer, by this rite, delivered up the vic-

tim to God, an.i, as it were, manumitted or released

it, professing, he gave up all the right he had in that

animal, exempted it from his own dominion, and de-

voted it to the service of God. Just as the Romans for-

merly held in their hand the slave they were to set at li-

berty, uttering these words, I icill^ thai this man befree.

2. By this very ceremony, the sinner deprecated the

wrath of God, and prayed, that it might fall on the

head of that victim, which he put in his ow« stead, ^y
this ceremony, therefore, the sins of all Israel were laid

on this goat, in order typically to bear them, and carry

them away far from Israel.

l-X . 3. Let us inquire, what is jerhltz geseraii,

the land of excision or separation, into which that goat

was to be carried. I don't think, that any particular

place was precisely signified.: for it is not credible,

when the sacred services were performed at Jerusalem,

that the goat was carried to the sam.e place, to which it

was carried, when Aaron performed that ceremony for

the first time in the v/ilderness. In general^ therefore.
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it signifies a place remote from the resort of men ; at-

HAR TZEDL', a (Icsolatc plcicc, says Jonathan ; j e t

h

i-

BAH.isR.^TZLO, (HI luunhabitecl land, according to On-

kelos. The Greeks call it gen a bat on, xcmfiess

or inaca\^sible. Abarbanel explains it, a land of the

decree, meaning tliat country, concerning which a de-

cree was made, that the captive Israelites should be

sent away thither.

LVL 4. We may inquire who is that ish ngetti,

,fit man, who was to carry away the goat ? We meet

"vvith the Hebrew word ngetti no where else. The
Greeks render it etoimos, ready. Ngeth certainly

signifies time, the same fhat the Chaldee seman.

Hence they Inferred, that ngetti with the Hebrews,

is tlie same with the semin of the Chaldees, ready,

furnished. It would not be improperly rendered ka-

Rios or eukairos, seasonable, oporiune. Abar-

banel will have it to be ish gadol besemini ven-

GETTi, a man of great digiiifi/ in kis age and lime, at

least in the application of the tsipc. Whatever be

in this, it is very plain, that God appointed no particu-

lar order of men for this office. The Rabbins tell us,

that any one was fit for it, if he was appointed hy the

high priest ; and that formerly scarce any, but a stran-

ger; was employed in this service.

L^^II. Lastly, Y/e arc to inquire what became of

that goat at last. The Jewish doctors have a constant

tradition, that the priest fastened a piece of scarlet

cloth in the shape of a tongue, wei'ghing two sheckles,

to the head of the scape-goat, which the conductor of

the goat, when he was com/e to the place appointed,

divided in two, and fastening one part to the rock, to

which hi! had driven the goat, and the other to the

horns of tlie goat, he pushed the goat down from be-

hind ; which falling headlong, was crushed to pieces.
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before it reached half-way down the precipice. Bat

Jonathan insists, it was pushed down by some divine

power. Moreover, if this scarlet tongue turned white,

which they say was generally the case, they looked up-

on that as a happy omen ; and thence conjectured,

their sins were forgiven ; according to that. Is. i. 18.

Though i/our sins be as scarlet, they shall be as zvhite as

suoiv. But these things are either false, or doubtless

uncertain, which borders upon falsehood. . Others

therefore are of opinion, that it was let loose in the wil-

derness, to feed where it listed : and Bochart prove?,

that both the ancient Greeks and Romans had animals

consecrated to God, which were called apheta zoa,

animals let loose : and the words of the text favor this,

ver. 22. Jnd he shall let go the goat in the ivilderness,

LVIII. Let us now search into the mystical meaning

of all this. That solemn day represents to us Christ's

death, resurrection, and ascension into heaven ; and

principally, our reconciliation with God, in virtue of his
'

satisfaction and intfrcession. Aaron, we see, perform-

ed those sacred rites in linen garments, of less value in-

deed, yet white and very pure. This was to represent

Christ's humiliation, which was never lower, than when

he w'as most engaged in making atoneijient for our sins

;

and likewise shewed his most holy purity, unstained

with the spot of the least sin. In this respect, our Lord

is certainly greater than Aaron, and all the other high

priests ; because he stood in need oi no offering for his

'*6\yn sins, for he h*ad no sins, on account of which an

offering was necessary, Heb. vii. 26, 27. When the

Israelites saw Aaron first offering for his own sins, they

might tlicnce easily conclude the xveakness and unprofi-

tableness of that earthly priesthood. For what real good

could that priest do the people, who, by a solemn ex-

piation, publiclv declared, that he himself, together
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Vvith the people, was in the number of the guilty ? But

our Lord Jesus, having no occasion to offer for himself,

gave himself, as is evident, out of pure love, for his

people,

LIX. Christ, who is frequently in other places called

the lamb, is represented here by the emblem of a goat.

For as, on account of his meekixess, patience, and ho-

liness, he merits to be called the lamb ; so on account

of our sins, which, as Surety, he undertook for, and of

his coming in the likeness of sinful flesh, Rom. viii. 3.

he is typified bf the symbol of a vile and wanton goat*

That goat was given to Aaron by the people : Christ

was given to men by God : yet what he offered, name-

ly, his human nature, he took from men, baing raised

up by Godfrom the midst of his brethreji, Deut. xviii,

15. Christ was bought with thirty pieces of silver,

which were taken from the treasury, in order, it seems,

to be an expiation for the whole people. Both the

goats were presented to the Lord at the door of the ta-

bernacle of the congregation. Christ willingly present-

ed himself to God, saying, Lo I I come : I delight to

do thi/ will, O mi) God, Psal. xl. 7, 8. and his offering

was made in the view of the w^hole church, and at the

instigation of those who were the principal men of the

tabernacle. The goat, which by lot fell to Jehovah,

was slain. But as divine providence alone undoubted-

ly orders the disposal of the lot, Prov. xvi. 33. so Christ

also was delivered to death, by the determinate eounsel

of God, Acts ii. 23. Acts iv. 28. The slain goat was

burnt in the sacred fire. Christ, in like manner, was

scorched and burnt, both by the fire of the divine wrath,

kindled against our sins, for which he undertook to suf-

fer, and by the fiames of his own love for us, and of his

>ieal fur the glory of God. The burning of the flesh

Vol. IIL M
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and skin of this goat was performed 'vvithout the camp

:

Christ also safrered without the gate ; and we are like-

wisp to go out to him without the camp, bearing his re-

proach, Heb. xiii. 11, 12, 13. namely, we are coura-

geously to bear it, if, for the sake of Christ, we are ex-

posed to lose the "advantages of this world. Thus
Christ's Inimiliatlon was typified by this goat.

LX. But let us also take a view of a type of his exal-

talion. Aaron • entered into the sanctuary with the

blood of the goat, which >vas given by and for the peo-

ple. Christ having made ari offering for our sins, en-

tered into heaven, and sat doivn on the right hand of the

Majesty on highy Heb. i, 3. Aaron entered within the

vail with t^ie censer and incense. Christ ascended into

heaven, to appear and intercede there in the presence of

Godfor 2is, Heb. ix. 24, And there was no entrance

possible for Aaron without the blood of the expiatory

sacrifice : neither did Christ enter into the holy place

without blood ; blood, I say, not of goats or bulls, but

his own, whereby he obtained eternal redemption for

us, Heb. ix. 12. Nor is there any other way, by which

we can enter into the sanctuary, but by the blood of

Christ, whereby he hath consecrated for us a new and liv-

ing way thereto, Heb. x. 19, 20. The vail, which

gave w^ay to the priest, who was to represent the atone-^

ment made, returned to its former place and use, when
he went.out again ; because an expiation was made for

sin, not in reality, but in figure only, Heb. x, 4. But
when Christ was to enter into the heavenly sanctuary,

the vail not only yielded to him for a time, but was rent

by the hand of God, Matth. xxvii. 50, 51. having ob-

tained a redemption of eternal efficacy and value. The
blood of the goat was to be sprinkled on and before the

mercy-seat ; and so that blood remained in th« holy of

holies. Christ appears always in heaven with lus blood,
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wliicli is the blood of sprlnUing, speaking betier thuigs

than that of Abel, Heb. xii. 24. Hence it is, that John
,

saw before the throne a I.amb standing, as if it had

been slain, Rev. v. 6. For though Christ was once

dead and liveth for evermore, Rev. i. 18. yet he Is re-

presented in heaven as slain, on account of the virtue

and efficacy of his death, which is ever fresh. Nor is

the intercession of Christ any thing elsC;, but a continual

representation of his merits and death before his Father-

But that an expiation was to be nnade by blood for the

holy place itself, and for the tabernacle of the congre-

gation, signifies, that God's indwelling in the sinner

man cannot be in a holy manner, without the sacrifice

and blood of Christ ; and that heaven itself would be

polluted, if, which is impossible, sinners were to be

admitted there without an expiation. Thus Paul af-

firms, Heb. ix. 23. the heavenly things are purijied xeilh

better sacrifices. Not that there is any impurity in hea-

ven, but that it is not consistent with the divine holiness

to admit sinners, unexpiated by the blood of Christ, in-

to the communion or participation of his glory, nor for

him to dv^'ell in them. 1'hcse things concerning the

first goat are sufficiently evident.

LXI. There is greater difiiculty about the mystery

of the scape-goat ? concerning which we m>ay modest-

ly propose, vvhat we imagine comes nearest the truth,

without prejudice to any. And here I find two differ-

ent opinions among divines, that deserve our conside-

ration. For it is not worth while to trouble ourselveS;,

in refuting the opinion of those who, by the scape-goat,

understand Barabbas or Antichrist ; though Cornelius a

Lapide ridiculously says, that such speak more distinct'

bj and periinently than others, concerning this ,figura-

tive representation. But some learned men think, that.
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by the scape-goat, the rebellious Jews were prefigur-

ed : others will have it to be a type of Christ.

LXII. The former speak to this purpose. Whereas

the sending the goat away into the wilderness, was

done after the purification of the tabernacle, and it did

not fall unto the Lord by lot ; so the disobedient peo-

ple, and not the Mediator of the testament, seems to

be set forth by the banislied goat. For the Avickcd are

called goats, Matth. xxv. fS. They controverted Christ's

right of access io God. The determination between

both was made by a divine lot. Christ, by his blood,

was introduced into the heavenly sanctuary : over the

others hung that curse in Deut. xxix. 21. /hid Jehovah

shall separate him unto evil oiil of all the tribes ofIsrael.

Are not also the Jews sent away and dispersed among

the nations ? They are given up to Azazel, or, accord-

ing to the ancient Rabbins, they are fallen as a portion

to Sammael (for the serpent may eat the dust. Gen. iii.

14.) In a word, they are given up to the power of the

devil. Aiid how jitsthj are the vessels of icrath said to

bear the sins of the faithful people, is evident. For
though there is no procuring cause ofjustification in them^

yet in them the severity of God is seen ; thus all the blood

shedfrom the beginning of the world, and so every sin^ at

any time committed, is avenged. For they who refuse

to confess their own sins, in order to submit to the jus-

tice of Cod, make the sins of all others their ozcn. What
is said of the goat to be sent away, namely, its being to

be presented before the Lord to make an atonement, sig-

nifies, that they also, as sanctified in the root, are pre-

sented to God by Christ /he Priest, that even from them

may arise a holy seed. Is. vi. l?>. and children of the

promise. In a word, that the time shall come, when
all Israel shall be saved, and at last be expiated by Christ

the Priest, Rom. xi. 26, 27.
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LXIII. It alvYays did, and still does appear strange

to me, after the closest and most solicitous meditation,

that learned men could seriously give into such idle

imaginations ; than which, I ap^:)rehend, nothing could

be spoken more foreign to the mystery of this ceremo-

ny ; because it is altogether inconsistent with the end

and sacred intention of this day. For who can think it

probable, that, on the solemn day of propitiation, which

w^as set apart for making ati atonement tor all the sins

of the -^vhole people, the rejection of the same people

should be so solemnly inculcated by an anniversary

symbol ? The whole people fast, afflict their souls, con-

fess their sins, pray for the forgiveness of them : the

high priest is wholly taken up in procuring an expia-

tion : God promises to the whole congregation of Israel,

IV sliall be cleansedfrom all your sins before Jehovah.

Can we believe, that, at the same time, and by the

very same sacred rites, the high priest, and the belie-

vers among the people, should be commanded to lay

their sins by direful ceremonies on the goat, represent-

ing the tar greatest part of their brethren according to

the flesh. In order to be punished in them, by a most

severe instance of a divine. curse ; the like to which was

never afterwards seen among men ? 1 allow, that the

punishment of the rebellious Israelites was foretold in

awful prophecies : nor would I deny, tli^it there wore

some Mosaic institutions, which prefigured that punish-

ment. But at that time when the typical expiation ol

all Israel from all their sins was to be procured by those

rites, it appears to me of all things the most improbabK*,

that at the same time, and by the very same ceremonies,

the dreadful curse of Cod for the sins of all, which

could not be separated from the imposition of sin, was

represented as resting on the greatest part of Israel, and

that according to the imprecation of the expiating priest.
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2nd of believers who prayed for expiation. I know, it

is said, that " the godly, who were mixed with the

ungodly among this people, might have the consolation

of beholding, on this day, a sign or token of their hap-

pier lot beyond the disobedient." But none, I imagine,

will deny, that even this consideration must have yield-

ed the greatest grief, which would have been an ex-

ceeding damp to the joys they had conceived from the

pardon of their sins ; and that the pious would rather

intercede in behalf of the perishing, than lay their own
sins upon them with an imprecation. Certainly, Jesus

himself deplored, with bitter tears, the impending de-

struction of the most abandoned city. And Paul calls

not only his conscience, but also Christ and the Holy

Spirit to witness, that he had great grief and continual

anguish of heart, whenever he reflected on the deplora-

ble state of his brethren according to the flesh ; and

was so far from wishing to make them a curse for him-

self, by the imposition of his sins, that he rather wished

himself separated from Christ, to become a curse for

them, Rom. ix. 1, 2, 3.

LXIV. Moreover, as the interpretation we are now

examinins:, is foreig-n to the end and intention of that

day, so almost all the ceremonies that were then used,

strongly dissuade us from it. 1 . Aaron was command-

ed to receive both goats from the congregation of the

children of Israel, SLnd thatfor sin, that is, to expiate

and take aw^ay sin, ver. 5. " But the goat^ which was

given by the people, shews that what was from them,

is offered for them ;" as these learned m.en themselves

.

speak very justly. If that be true of the one goat, why

may it not be said of the other, even that it represented

its being from the people, in order to take away sin ?

for so far both are on a level. Both being from the peo-

ple ; both bought at the common expence 5 both of
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them for sin ; thus far there was no distinction in the

types. What can then constrain us to imagine, there

was so great a diiFerence in the signification ? Is it con-

sonant to reason, that what was appointed to represent

tlvsir eternal curse, was bought at their expence ; that

is, with their consent and approbation •? And was the

rebellious nation of the Jews given to the rest/or sirif

that, in this respect, they might be joined together with

the Lord Christ ? Be it far, says the learned person,

they should thus be joined along with Christ, " tor

whose honor we are too much concerned, to speak so

impertinently." We are thankful to God, that he speaks

so far piously. But he denies, that one of the goats was

taken for sin. He says, " that is asserted of both which

is true only of one. Before the lot distinguished them,

that could be affirmed collectively of both, which after

the lot was to be the case only of one." But I thinks

we are by no means to depart from the plain meaning

of the words ; nor to understand only of one, what is

affirmed of both. Though we are to understand, with

some difference, what the following words of the law

intimate : namely, both goats were for sin, which the

law expressly affirms j yet v/ith this difference, the one

was sin, because it v.'as slain for sin ; the other, because

by bearing the sins of the people, it took them away.

To sum up all in a word, the whole of this sacred ex-

piation consisted of tvyo parts : first, the slaying the one

goat, whose blood was shed to expiate the sins oi the

people : and then the sending away the other goat,

which took away the sins which v/ere laid upon it, by

virtue of the sacrifice just offered. Both therefore con-

curred, in their place and order, to the solemn atone-

ment.

LXV. 2. Aaron was commanded to present both

before Jehovah at the door o^ the tabernacle of the con-
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gregation, vcr. 7. By which both were decJarcd to be

equally devoted to God. Without a controversy Aaron
is here a figure of Christ as Priest ; the goat to be slain,

signified Christ as the sacrifice. For he presented him-

self to God, when he went up to Jerusalemy that all

tilings that are ivritten by the prophets^ concerning the

Sun of man, might be accomplishedy Luke xviii. 31. But

how did our High Priest, when he was about to make
an atonement, at the same ti'me present before God the

rebellious Jews, who were to be given up to the devil ?

To say, that they were presented before God, so far as

they were sanctified in the root, and were to be the fa-

thers of the sons of the promise, is quite from the pur-

pose. For the rebellious Jews, consigned to the devil,

are to be wholly distinguished from the holy root, from

which those degenerate branches took their rise, and

from the children of the promise, who were to descend

from them, in their appointed time. These, certainly,

the priest daily presented to God in the names of the

twelve tribes, which he w^ore on his breast : the very

same he also now presented to God, though without

that symbol. But it cannot be explained, how the high

priest, w^hen making atonement, could present those to

God, if by this goat they were represented as the portion

of the serpent.

LXVI. 3. After both the goats, which were pur^

chased for God at the common expence of the whole

people, were consecrated to God, by bringing them

before Jehovah, to the door of the tabernacle of the

congregation, Aaron was comm^mdcd to find out by

lot, which was for Jehovah, and which for Azazel, be-

cause this was unknown both to the people, and the

priest, till the lot determined it. But it scarce admits

of a favorable meaning, if that which fell to Azazel, was

the figure of the rebellious Jews. For that sortition, or
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decision by lot, must be referred either to the %ure, or

to the thing represented. That it cannot be referred to

the thing represented, is plain. For the Israelites nei-

ther ought, nor could have any doubt, which should

fall to the devil, Christ or the rebellious Jews, so there

was no need to make a trial of it by lot. V/hat pious

ears would not be offended, to hear any person assert,

that the high priest, at the command of God, cast lots

between Christ and the rebellious Jews, whether he or

they should be offered to the Lord ? I imagine none

will contend with rne on this point. Though the wrick-

ed Jews had a controversy with Christ concerning the

priesthood, yet.it was not proper for that to be decided

by lot, but, as was really done, by a demonstration from

the sacred writings. It therefore follows that the cast-

ing of lots here regarded the goats themselves, since it

was unknown what each of them was to prefigure.

Moreover, as both were purchased at the common ex-

pence, for the benefit of the whole people ot Israel, and

consecrated to the service of God j neither the one nor

the other seems adapted symbolically to represent those

who were to be given up to the devil. For though the

goat fell by lot to Azazel, yet it ceased not to be the

Lord's. The very learned Frismuthus speaks to the

purpose, de hirco emiss. dissert. 2. § 14. *' We must not

think, that the former goat alone was consecrated to

God. For as both were usually presented before him,

it is evident, that the goat on which the lot fell for Aza-

zel, was also the Lord's, as even R. Nachman has

granted. BiU that the one on which the lotfellfor the

Lord, did peculiarly and hy special right become the

Lord's, zvas because it was slai?2 upon the altar. Such a

sacri^fice offered in honor cf God is called, in the Hebrezc

phraseology, the bread of God, Lev. xxi. 6. Which ap-

VoL. YlL N
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ptllation could not he given to the oilier, that rcas to he

sent to ylzazel, it being appointed to he separated from
ilie flock, and carried to remote places, to be exposed,

perhaps, to the teeth of wild beasts'' The goat there-

fore, which is, and in the whole ceremony remains con-

secrated to God, seems not adapted to be allotted for a

symbol of those, who on all accounts were to be the

slaves of the devil,

LX\^II. 4. A stronjj aro-ument mav be taken like-

wise from the imposition of the hands of the priest,

and of the sins of Israel, with those prayers of the high

priest and applause of the people, we mentioned sect.

48. which are very easily applied to Christ, when he

bore, according to his own and his Father's will, and

the wishes of all the godly, the sins of the whole mysti-

cal Israel. And if any thing was to be represented to

the Jews on the day of expiation, certainly this was the

thing, which is the alone fourtfation of a true expiation.

But very difficultly, nay indeed, in my judgment, on

no account, can that which is signified, in the sacred

ceremonies, by the imposition of hands and of sins, be

referred to the rebellious Jews, whom the faithful Is-

raelites never constituted to stand in their room and

stead. Do they, the most abandoned of mankind, who

please not God, and are contrary to all men, 1 Thess. i.

15. bear the iniquities of all Israel, laid upon them by

the priest, into an uninhabited land, carrying them far

away from Israel : Why do we yield so much to that

most pestilent sect the Socinians, as to go to overturn

an argument for the satisfaction of Christ, hitherto hap-

pilv defended from this rite, by this extravagant fiction }

LX^'III. In fine, who can digest so hard a saying,

ll appears^ hoxojustly the vessels of zvrath may be said to

'tear the sins of thefaithful f Which of the prophets or

ipostlr:'; over said so !^ Is this to speak with the scrip-
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tures ? Who has to this day ever heard, that tlivsc

make all the sins of all men their own, icho refuse to

confess their own F or, that all the si?2S ever commit-

ted, are avenged on the rebellions Jezcs f This is an

imputation of sin altogether new and unknown in the

schools of divines. Certainly, our modesty forbids us to

dispute against that right of God, whereby he punishes

the sins of parents in their children, and posterity, which

he himself, such is his clemency, usually confines to

the third and fourth generation of those that hate him.

Nor is it lawful for us to deny, that the severity of

God*s anger may at times burn to a farther degree, it

the sins are above measure atrocious ; and posterity

shall, for a long series, not only equal, but even exceed

their ancestors in wickedness. God was pleased to

give us an example of this in the wicked Jews, accord-

ing to that threatening prophecy of Christ, Matth. xxiii.

35. Luke xi. 50. " So that from this instance his wrath

might be seen, burning from the beginning of the world

against hypocrites, enemies of righteousness, and mur-

derers 3" as the learned person very well speaks else-

where. But that " all the sins of all men are punished

in some one person or people," I don't remember that

I ever read or heard till now : neither that *' the wick-

ed bear the sins of the faithful." I know that, when

God in pathetic language. Is. xliii. 3, 4. comiUicnds his

love towards Israel,, he declares, that he gave the Egyp-

tians, Ethiopeans, and Sabeans for their ransom, and

other men and peoplefor their l-fe. But, as our Calvin

judiciously observes, the prophet borrowed that way ot

speaking from the common method of men, as if he had

said, " llic Egyptians,. Ethiopians, and Sabeans have

been substitutTcd for thee, and, as it were, by way of

exchange, forced to undergo that destruction, which

was hanging oyer thee : for, that I might save thcCi. 1
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have destroyed them ; and turned agan-^,st them the

power of the enemy, that was ready to fall upon thoc."

Or, to return to the learned person's own words :
" The

meaning of that passage is ; Such is my esteem for thee,

that I am to bring to nought the greatest and most flou-

rishing empires of the world, in order to relieve and

comfort thee." This, certainly, is quite different from

bearing the sins of the taithlul, as was typically done

by the goat.

LXIX. It is with joy we learn from Paul, that the

time will come, when all Israel shall be saved, after the

fulness of the Gentiles is come in. But we think, this

cannot be inferred from these words. The scape-goat

shall be presented alive before Jehovah to Dutke an atone-

ment with it. The learned persons themselves teach us

that NGAL sometimes signifies an instrument, as Gen.

xxvii. 40..Deut. xiii. 3. And why not here ? that the

meaning should be, to make on atonement iviih or bv it.

^7e shall presently shev/, how this is done by the liffe

goat.^

LXX. Odiers therefore, and, if I can form any judg-

ment, to better purpose, afhrm, that this scape-goat,

no less than that which was killed, was a type of Christ.

But these again run into different sentiments. Some
maintai^i, that here are represented the two natures of

Christ, the human, to be exposed to misery and tor-

ment ; the other, the divine, as being impassible, to re-

main free and to live for ever ; which Cornelius a La-

pide relates, was ilie opinion of Theodoret, Isychius,

and Cyjil. Others say, that the twofold state of Christ,

before and after his resurrection, was here set forth.

Thus the slain goat was the type of Chiist lifted upon
the cross ; but that sent away alive, of the same Christ

raised from the dead, and living for evermore. Of thii

opinion, after Augustiiie and FrocoDius, were Bochart
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snd other celebrated divines. Yet two things seem

very much to oppose this sentiment : 1. That the sins

of Israel were laid upon the live goat : but Christ roce

from the dead, and entered into glory iviUiout sin:, Heb,

ix. 23. 2. That the same goat, as loaded with sin,

was accounted unclean, so that the person who convey-

ed it into the wilderness, stood in need of cleansing^

ver. 26. But no uncleanness can so much as be con-

ceived to be in Christ after his resurrection.

LXXI. Others therefore, to w-hora I readily yieldj

imagine that a twofold relation of Christ the Mediator

is signified ; the one to God the Judge, to whom satis-

faction was to be made by the merit of his death j the

other, to the devil his enemv, with whom he w^as to en-

counter by the efficacy of his life. With respect to the

former, the goat to be slain, fell to God : in the latter

respect, the live goat fell to Azazel. Let us add^ thar^

in the slain goat, a true expiation of sin w^as represent*

ed, which is performed by shedding of blood and un-

dergoing punishment : but in the other, the efiect of

this expiation ; namely, the rem.oving and taking away

of sia, by the bearing it away so far as never to come

into the sight of God against us. And this seems to

be the reason of the order, why, after slaying the tormcr

goat, sins were laid on the other, to be carried a great

way off. Because there could be no taking away ot sin

'xvithout shedding of blood. Bod:i indeed was done ia

the ordinary sacrifices ; but, because the latter was not

so evident in the other sacrifices, God wae pleased to

set it forth by a peculiar symbol in this solemn festival,

for the greater consolation of his people. And thus tlie

riches of the divine goodness and wisdom manifestly

appear, wdien he laid before the eyes ot his people, by

ditferent ty^Q'?, all the relations of Christ the Kcdcemcr,
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which could not be distinctly exhibited in one single

piece or picture.

LXXII. But let us more particularly illustrate the

analogy. 1 . The sins of Israel were laid on this goat^

that he might bear them. Christ truly bears, and by

bearing takes away the sins of the whole world. And
as. Aaron laid both his hands on the head of the goat,

so the hand of God lay very heavy and grievous on our

Surety. 2. This goat was appointed by lot for Azazel :

not that this brute creature, which was consecrated to

God, might be offered to the evil spirit, but exposed to

be tormented by the devil, who very much resides in

solitary places, Matth. xii. 43. Now the first promise

shews, that Christ also, by thf divine will, was to be

given up to the serpent, who deceived Eve, Gen. iii.

3 5. Thou skalt bruise his heel. And Christ himself

says, John xiv. 30, 31. The prince of this world comelh

and hath nothing in me : but that the world may know,

that I love the Father j and as the Father give me com-

7nandmenty even so I do. That is, " The devil, indeed,

has no right in me, who am, and as I am, perfectly

holy, nor can he ever prevail against me : yet he is

come out to combat with me, to vex, and even to slay

me, because I have interposed in the room of those who
deserve death. But I go out cheerfully to meet him ;

to the end my obedience and love to my Father may

appear to all the world." 3. The goat was to be sent

to a wilderness, and a land not inhabited : and such

w^as the v/h»le world, such above all was Judea, when
Christ came to suffer there. Scarce any harvest of faith,

truth, , and piety was to be found there
i nothing but

unfruitfulness, every v;here the thistle and prickly thorn

arose. AvA why may we not apjjy to this, what Mat-

thev/ relates concerning Ciirist, when he was carried

by the Spirit into the wilderness/ there to be tempted
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by the devil? Matth. iv. 1. For the wilderness, into

which the goat was driven, could not less typify the

wilderness in which Christ was tempted, than the wood

on which the serpent was raised, typified the wood
on which Christ was hfted up. 4. The hand of a fit

man, by which the goat was sent away (which, by a

constant tradition of the Jews, might be done as well

by a stranger as by an Israelite) seems to denote the

power of those v/ho rose up against Christ, namely, tJie

Gentlks and people of Israel, Acts iv. 27. and above all,

Pilate, who had caused Christ to be carried without

the gate, loaded with the cross, the symbol of a curse,

when he was to encounter with the devil for the last

time.

LXXIII. I acknowledge I have.learned these things,

partly from * Turrettine, partly from Cocceius himself.

The former explains this opinion in a large discourse,

and with cogency and success defends the argument

deduced from it, for the satisfaction of Christ, against

the Socinians, de verit. saiisfact. CJiristi, p. 3. § 22, 23.

But the words of the latter in Comment, ad Heb. c. 9. §

25. seq. as far at least as they are to our purpose, very

well deserve to be inserted here. He says, " It is evi-

dent from Ezek. xx. 35. that Christ was to come to Is-

rael, when Israel was, as it were, in the zvilderness ;

* Turrettine concludes § 3. with these words. But, as I for-

merly said, it seems to be more simple, that the two goats signify

nothing, but the perfect expiation which Christ made ; who not

only bore our sins in his death, but took them away by his resur-

rection ; not only satisfied by the offering of himself, but dtimon-

straled the perfection and truth of hissatistaction by his discharge,

whereby wc are assured that our sins, being" translated from us

and laid upon him, are carried away, so that there is now no con-

demnation to them who are in Christ Jesus, Rom. viii. 1. and that

of Paul is fulfilled, that he was delivered for our offences, and rais-

ed again for ourjuiUjicatlon^ Rom. iv. lb.
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but that \v?,z when Judea vras a Roman province, and

had a Roman governor : for then it was a part of the

xvilderness of the people. And it i*s plain enough that,

by the dragon, Rev. xii. is represented the Roman peo-

ple. He made himself ready to devour Christ, as soon

as he, was born. IMoreover, the first projiiisc declares.

Gen. iii. 17. that Christ was to be given up into the

hands of the devil, who deceived Eve, under the ap-

pearance of a serpent. The Jews ascribe this to Sam-
^

mael. As therefore the slaying of the one goat repre-

sents the death of Christ, and the shedding of his blood ;

so the sending away of the other goat into a place un-

cultivated and desert, denotes the delivering of Christ

into the hands of the devil, who has the power of death,

in order to vex and disquiet him ; and that by the hands

of sinners, and of such men, to who7n the land teas sub-

ject, like the rest of the wiklerness of thepeople, and a

part thereof That this teas done by the appointment

andivill of God, Christ himself declares, John xiv. 30,

3 1 . As if he should say. The Prince of this world, icho

has nothing in me, is cdme to exercise his cruelty upon

vie i whicit zcill happen, to the end that my obedience

may appear to the ivorld. We have therefore a .figure

of a tzcqfold delivering up (f Christ. First, of that, by

rvhicJi he delivered up himself, as Priest. Secondly, of

that by ichich he rcas given up into the hands of sinners,

or the Gentiles.'" Thus far Cocceius. To the like pur-

pose, the very learned Momma, Cecon. Temp. torn, u

lib. ii. c. xi, § 36. scq. \vhere, after explaining the same

,

opinion Avith neatness and elegance, and proving it from

scripture, he then subjoins :
" We might rest content-

ed with these things, and proceed to others." Let

therefore none be offended, that bein? satisfied with

these rhiugs, which exhibit a doctrine sound and cer-
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tain, I pass over other things, in which I find neither

that soundness nor that certainty,

LXXIV. Very lately were published the Varia Sa-

cra of the very famous John Vander Waeyen, in w'hich

are two dissertations concerning the goat Azazel ; the

former of which is principally levelled at me. But I

would neither have my reader, nor the illustrious au-

thor ignorant, how much I have profited by the peru-

sal of that dissertation. By it I was really brought un-

der a kind of necessity, to consider more accurately the

whole of this subject. Yvniich I have also endeavoured

to do with a mind so free from, and divested of all pre-

judices, as if I had never written any thing on the point

before. Nor do I conceal, that from thence I had an

opportunity to explain some things more clearly, others

also more distinctly, and to set a keener edge on my
arguments, than I had done in the former editions of

this book. On that account therefore, if he will accept

of it, I return him my thanks. But then he must suffer

me to say, that I have not found reasons cogent enough

in 'his dissertation to render his opinion more probable,

or mine less so. While he opposes my sentiment, and

seems to charge it with many inconveniences, he oppo-

ses what Dr. Cocceius himself has dexterously explain-

ed, and confirmed by scripture-testimonies, and, as far

as I know, neyer condemned or disapproved ; though

he superadded another opinion. But I could never yet

think it probable, that one and the same ceremony

should signify things so very remote from one another.

As for my particular, I leave the entire decision of this

controversy with the equitable reader ^ who, if he is

not wiser thjfh us both, may profit by our writings.

But as to the manner in which the iJlustrious person

manages the dispute, I imagine, I have very weighty

Vol, III. O
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grounds of complaint. Whoever happens to enter the

lists with him, contend indeed on unequal terms. While

he thinks, he may say what he will against others, he gives

no quarter to any expression of his opponent, if it has

but the least appearance of harshness in it ; and assum-

ing to himself what is the prerogative of God alone,

canvasses not only the heart and inmost principles of the

thoughts, but also boldly pronounces what sentence up-

on them he thinks proper. Indeed I should appear ri-

diculous, was I seriously to ward off from myself the

grudge conceived against Cocceius, as the origin and

the cause of this dissension. Every page in my book

shews my esteem for that celebrated person. And
though I cannot assent to him in every particular with

an implicit faith, yet I never once dreamed of charging

him with heresy : much less in this controversy, where

the dispute is not so much about a doctrinal point, as

about the mystical signification of some Alosaic institu-

tions, without any detriment to our common faith. In

which kind of subjects if I may not be allowed, for

John Vander Waeyen, the liberty to dissent, in what

pray shall I be allowed it ? But I will suffer no mortal

ever to deprive me of this liberty. But, good Sir, when-

ever I am to dispute, I desire my method of writing

may be as different from yours as possible. While your

language breathes nothing but harshness, mine shall be

all mildness. As in this dispute I have struck out every

word, that had but the least tendency to harshness, and

substituted softer. And let this suffice, by way of spe-

cimen, concerning the types;.
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CHAP. VII.

Of the Sacraments of Grace dozvn to Abraham.

w E have explained with what wisdom and con-

descension God saw it proper to confirm and seal the

promises of his covenants by certain sacred symbols.

As he did this under the covenant of v/orks, so especi-

ally he was likewise pleased to do the same upon intro-

ducing the covenant of grace. To which, under what-

ever CEConomy it stood, he apprehended, as it were, cer-

tain peculiar signs and seals, which the church has,

now for many ages past, been accustomed to call sa-

craments. In some of the types, which we have alrea-

dy explained, and in others of the like nature, there

v^as also indeed something sacramental j as they prefi-

gured the Messiah, and the spiritual benefits he was to

procure for his people : yet more especially we call by

the name of sacraments, those things which were given

by God to man, to be seals of his covenant, or earnests

and pledges of his favor.

II. And these again were, indeed, very different ;

consisting either in things natural, on which God in-

scribed that character in order to be vouchers and seals

of his testaments. To vv'hich Calvin refers Noah's ark,

Instil, lib. iv. c. 14. § 18. or in things miraculous :, such

as the manna, which was rained down from heaven, and

the water issuing out of the rock, which constituted

the miraculous meat and drink of the Israelites in the

wilderness : or in certain ceremonies, and sacred rites,

instituted by God to represent spiritual things. Some

were also extraordinary, in favor of some certain per-

sons, and but of a ;:-hort continuance. Others ordina-
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7;?/, given for the use of the whole church, and not to

cease but with that particular oeconomy of the cove-

nant. And hence it is, that, in reckoning up tlie sa-

craments of the Old Testament, divines are not agreed

;

for some take the term in a larger extent, and others in

a more restricted sense. We are not inclined to con-

fine ourselves within too narrow bounds ; but shall

freely and calmly consider, according to our capacity,

what has any relation to a sacrament, in every period

of time.

III. Some would have the first sacrament of the co-

venant of grace to be the ejection of man out of para-

dise^ and blocking up his access to the tree of life, lest

he should put forth his hand and eat of it, thinking that

he should thereby obtain eternal life. For man being

deprived of this sacrament of works, was, at the same

time, given to know, that righteousness was to be

sought for from another covenant ; and thus he was led

by the hand from the covenant ofworks to the covenant

of grace. But we cannot be satisfied with these things.

1. Because man's ejection out of paradise, and exclusi-

on frotri 'the tree of lit'e, were the effects of the divine

wrath and vengeance against his sin, as appears from

that truly-holy, but stinging irony : Behold the man is

btcome as one of us. But the institution of a sacrament

is an act of the highest goodness and mercy. We deny

not, that man was already received into favor, and had

the hopes of eternal life : nevertheless some things were

inflicted upon him because of his transgression, that he

might, by his loss, experience the direful nature of sin,

and God's hatred of it. Among these was this ignomi-

nious ejection out of paradise. It Vv'as an instance of

grace and favor, that God placed him in paradise imme-

diately upon his creation, but of wrath, that he turned

him out \Yhcn he had sinned, 2, This ejection doubt«
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less declared, that man could not now obtain salvation

by the covenant of works, and that he who was depriv-

ed of the thing signified, was unworthy to use and enjoy

tlie sign ; and that it was in vain, and to no purpose,

for him to please himself with the thoughts of it. But

it by no means shewed, that there was another cove-

nant, by which righteousness could either be sought

for, or obtained. Adam was to know, and he did

know this elsewhere. 3. Every thing, upon the sup-

position of the promise of the covenant of grace, that,

by convincing man of hJs own impotency, leads him to

that covenant, is not to be esteemed a sacrament ot it.

For then every dem.onstration of God's wrath from hea-

ven against sinners, and every sign v/hich is proper to

give us an intimation of the curse of the covenant of

works, in a word, every chastisement, as all these are

appointed to bring the elect to Christ, should be called

sacraments of the covenant of grace.

IV. According to my judgment, the learned have

much more probably ranged them in this manner : That

God first of all dealt with fallen Adam about sacra-

ments y that is, when the aprons of iig-leaves, which

man sewed together, were not at all sufficient to cover

the shame of his nakedness, he himself clothed Adam
and his wife with coats of skins, Gen. iii. 21. And it

is very probable, these were the skins of those beasts

v.-hich were slain for sacrifices. But it is a vain contro-

versy, which some make about the matter of those gar-

ments : since the Hebrew word ngor is never used in

scripture to signify any thing, but the outward ;?kin of

animals. And as this is the most simple and plain, so

it is the most ancient kind of clothing. See Job xxxi.

20. Prov. xxvii. 126. Hence the ancient heroes among

the Greeks were clothed w'lih the skins ox a wild boar,

or a tyger, or a lion, or the skin of llic I.ybian bear, or
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the skin worn by the Bacchae, or female priests of Bac-

chus, which was that of a fox. And who now is igno-

rant, that the progenitors of the Romans were clothed

with skins, and were of a rude disposition of mind
|

See Vossius, de idololatria, lib. iii. cap. 70. It is a cu-

rious observation of Mr. Cloppenburgh, Schola Sacrifl'

cioruwy p. 10^. Here we may see the original of that

law in Lev. vii. 8. by which the skin of any man's burnt-

offering is appropriated to the priest, who offers it.

And who will deny, that God's clothing our first pa-

rents was a symbolical act ? Do not Christ's own words

very clearly allude to this.'' Rev, iii. 18. I counsel thee

to buy of me idiite raimenty that thou mayst be clothed^

and that the shame of thy nakedjiess do not appear. Com-
pare Joh. Henrici Ursini Anak'cta^ lib. vi. cap. 15.

V. The mystical similitude of these things is this.

1. That clothing which man contrived for himself,

could not cover him, so as to appear before the eyes of

God. In like manner, nothing, that a sinner can work

or toil by his own industry, or wisdom falsely so called,

can produce any thing, that can procure him a just and

well-grounded confidence, by which he may appear be-

fore the tribunal of God. Thcij' zvcbsy ivhich are spi-

ders zvebsy shall not become garments, neither shall they

cover themselves xvith their zvorks. Is. lix. 5, 6. 2. Proper

garments for men were the gift of God's mercy ; and so

that righteousness, by which our sins are covered, is of

God, Phil. iii. 9. contrived by God, perfected by Christ,

who is God, and applied to us by the Spirit of God
through faith. 3. The bodies of our first parents were

covered with the spoils of mortality, and the skins of

slain animals. The garment of grace, whereby the bo-

dy of sin is covered, is oviring to the very death of Christ,

without which that righteousness, which makes us ac-

ceotable to God. could not have been performed.. 4,
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Tliat simple clothing of the first man was, in its ap-

pointed time, to be changed for one more convenient

and fine. And this garment, which we have from God,

While we are under the cross and partakers of the death

of Christ, and which in external appearance is mean

and despicable, shall aftervv'ards be changed. For since

we shall be partakers of Christ's resurrection, no longer

in hope, but in reality ; so the garment, which now
appears to be mean and contemiOtible, shall be then

most neat and beautiful, and worthy to be accounted

the nuptial robe. See Peter Martyr and Musculus.

VI. The other sacrament of that first period w^ere the

sacrifices, which were slain at God's command, after

the very first promulgation of the c-ovenant of grace ; as

appears, 1. Because Abel offered by faith, lieb. xi, 4.

that is, he knew, that himself and his sacrifice were ac-

ceptable to God, and in his offering he loolced by faith

to the future ofiering of the Messiah. But such a taith

plainly presupposes the divine institution of sacrifices,

and a revelation about their signification. 2. Because

God gave that testimony to the sacrifices of the ancient

patriarchs, whereby he declared they were acceptable

to him, ibid. But, in the matters of religion, nothing

pleases him, but what himself has commanded. All

will-worshi.p is condemned. Col. ii. 23. 3. Because

there was a distinction between clean and unclean ani-

mals before the deluge, which was not from nature, but

from the mere good pleasure of God, and has a parti-

cular respect to :!acnfices. And it is probable, that this

was the case of everv kind of sacrifices, even of those

that were of a propitiatory nature, by which the pro-

mises of the covenant of grace were more clearly and

distinctly ratified, than by all the others. For while

Moses shews, that the patriarchs offered such sacrifices

as he himself offered, and tiiat they were adapted to



108 Of Sacrifices.

sl^nifv^ the same things, it Is not for us to restrict what

is said in general, to certain particular kinds, in exclu-

sion of others. Certainl}^, Job offered burnt-offerings

for the sins of his children and friends. Job i. 6. and

Job xlii. 8. which doubtless were propitiatory.

VIL But these sacrifices w^re seals of God's cove-

nant. For though there is a difference between sacri-

fices and sacraments formally considered ; because sa-

craments are given by God to men, but sacrifices are of-

fered by men to God : nevertheless there is no reason,

why the consideration of a sacrament and sacrifice may

not, in different respects, concur in one and the same

thing. For even sacrifices are given by God to men,

that is, are instituted by divine authority ; that, by these

ceremonies, the coming of the Son of God ih the flesh,

and his bldbdy death, and the remission of sins thereby,

might be signified and sealed. And believers, in the

use of them, declared for that worship and veneration

that is due to God. Augustine, ^e c/nV Z)e'/, lib. 10.

c. 5. says, " The visible sacrifice is a sacrament, that is,

a sacred sign of an invisible sacrifice." To make this

more evident, let us distinctly consider, I. The priest

offering. II. The animal offered. III. The ceremony

of offering. IV. The cmpyrism, or burning it by fire

from heaven. V. The expiation, which is the conse-

quent of the sacrifice. VI. The sacred feast annexed

to sacrifices.

YIII. The priests were, in a manner, typical sure-

ties, in so far as they approached to God in the narne

of the people ; being oi^daincdfor men in tilings pertain-

ing to Cody lieb. V. i . And they became sureties,

whenever they took upon them to offer sacrifices for sin.

For, by that offering, they performed wdiat God, at

that time, required for the expiation of sins. Lev. i. 4.

?.nd Lev, iv. 26. &:c. and Lev. xvi. 34. And thus be-
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]ievcrs were assured, that Christ is the Surety of an

eternal testament ; who, immediately on man's first sin,

undertook to fulfil the whole will of God, at the ap-

pointed time, and to offer a sacrifice, which should be

the cause not of a typical, as formerly, but of a true

and saving expiation. By which will of God and of

Christ :ce are sancfified, Heb. x. 10.

IX. In the animal, Vv^hich is offered, we should con-

sider, 1. That it was to be clean, without spot or ble-

mish : that it might signify that most unspotted purity

of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish andzcithoiit spot,

1 Pet. i. 19. 2. That it was to be such as was given to

man for food, by the u?e of which food man continue.-^

to be what he is. And therefore such an animal might

be substituted for man himself, and, in the typical sig-

nification, be a sponsor, partaking of the same flesh and

blood with us. 3. That it was to be such as men set a

great value upon : The goals are the priee of thefield,

Prov. xxvii. 26. Of old, flocks and herds were the on-

ly or principal riches. Accordingly Columella, in pne-

fai. lib. 7. conjectures, that the n2Lme.s, peciuiia (money)

and pecuUum (private property) seem to be derived irom

pecus (a beast) which n6t only the ancients possessed,

but are, at this day among some nations, reputed the

only kind of riches. By this was represented, that

Christ was to be offered for men ; and as he is the choice

and beloved of his Father, and his blood infinitely more

precious than gold and silver ; so he should also he viosi

precious to us, icho believe, 1 Pet. ii. 4, 6, 7. 4. That

it be an animal, dumb before its shearer and slayer, in

order to be an hieroglyphic of that unspeakable pa-

tience which was illustrious in Christ. 5. That the

firstlings were most acceptable to God ; which there-

fore Abel offered 5 and God afterwards required under

Vol. Ill, P
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the law, Exod. xil.i. 12. By this emblem we may di's-

ccrn that pre-eminence of Christ, whereby he is the

first born among^many brethren, both as to inheritance

and dignity. For none comes to the inheritance but by

Christ, nor to any other inheritance but what was his

before.

X. These following particulars belong to the rite of

offering. 1. The priest laid upon the propitiatory sa-

crilices the sins of those for whom they w'ere to be offer-

ed ; which is plain from the names, sin, g^dlf, by which

the sacrifices themselves arc usually called, and the

thing itself shews it. For as in reality none but th.e

guilty are punished : so in the type also, that which is

appointed to die for sin, is typically under the guilt of

sin. And thus far the priests represented God, as

laying sin upon Christ ; and the sacrifices were a figure

of Christ, as suffering for sin, 2. The blood of the sa-

crifices was shed, when they were slain, to be a sym-

bol of Christ shedding his blood, when he was put to

death. 3. The slain sacrifices were burnt on the altar.

This represented, that Christ was to be consumed by

the flames of his love for his Father and his elect, and

at the same time by the flames of the divine WTatli

against sin, which he had undertaken to bear. 4. To-

gether w^ith the flames and smoke, there was a sweet-

smelling savour that ascended up to heaven ; on which

account, sacrifices are said to be acceptable to God ;

nay, also the food of God. This shadowed forth that

mo:>t grateful fragrancy of Christ's sacrifice, by the effi-

cacy of which all the severity of the divine vengeance

Is changed into the most tender love for the elect.

XI. The accension^ or miraculous consuming the sa-

crifices by lire, seems to be contemporary with sacrifices

them.sclves : and the opinion of some excellent divines

is very i)robab]e, that (.^od Jiad such a regard to Abel's
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gift, as ill ibis manner to set it on fire ; while Cain's

was neglected. For at the time wl)en sncrifices were

in use, God generally testihed, by fire from heaven,

that they were acceptable to him, when offered in faith ;

A buDiing lamp passt^d between the piece:: ^ Cjen. xv. 17.

See also Lev. ix. 24. Judg. vi. 21.2 Chron. vii. ] . And
this burning of the sacrifices by fire from hccven, being

the most certain token of the divine acceptance, was

prayed for, Psal. xx. 3. Remetribej' all fJnj olJerhi^S;, and

accept (reduce to ashes) th/ burnt-sacrifice. This fire

from heaven signified the Holy Spirit, by whose flames

whatever is not set on fire, cannot be an acceptable sa-

crifice to God 3 and by vs'hicli Christ also offered him-

self to God wilhout-spot ; by v/hich, in fine, he bapti-

zes his people^ that both they and their actions may be

pleasing to God, We may see, what John the Baptist

says ; He shall baptize ijon ivith the Holi/ Ghost and with

fire. Matth. iii. 1 1. For this burnins; of the sacrifices

we are now speaking of, was, in all respects, a typical

baptism ot fire, that came suddenly from heaven, after

the other typical baptism of water, wherein the hands

and feet of those who approached the altar, were wash-

ed, Exod- xl. 20, 31, 32. as CJoppenburg has ingeni-

ously observed, Schul. saerijic. p. (j5.

XII. When the sacrifice w^as duly performed, the

expiation followed ; which consisted in this, that God
was satisfied with the sacrifice, which he graciously ac-

.cepted, and that when the guilt of the sin, laid on the

sacrifice, was, together with the sacrifice, typically abo-

lished, the wrath of God"'*w^as appeased, the raging

plague stayed, and God gave tokens of his tavor to the

sinner. For this reason, the atonement for the soul is

ascribed to tiic sacrifices, Lev. xvii. 1 1 . namely, a ty-

pical and sacramental one. See what we advanced

sect. 8. SacT'^^vcntal, I suy, because that typical ex-
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piation was a sacrament or sign of the true expiation,

which all believers obtain in Christ. And those types

prefigured, that God, from the very first notification of

the gospel, acquiesced in Christ's undertaking to make

satisfaction for sins, in the fuhiess of time, by which

they might be truly expiated. And in this sense, Paul

declares, that the blood of Christ purges the conscience

from -dead works ; as the blood of bulls and of goats

sanctified formerly to the purifying of the flesh, Heb.

ix. 12, 13. For this last prefigured and sealed the for-

mer on supposition of the faith of the offerers.

XIII. There was, last of all, a sacred /e^i'/ kept be-

fore Jehovah, upon the offered gifts and. sacrifices,

\\hich were not entirely consumed by fire : this, under

the Mosaic law, was the case especially with those sa-

crifices, which were called peace-offerings. Lev. vii. 15.

V/hich word the Greeks have renderedEiRENiK a • the

Latins, pacifica : others prefer, euharistika. But

con/hsi'on, or thcmksgiving, is one of the kinds of this

sort of sacrifices. Lev. vii. 12. and these were zho pro-

pitiatory ; as appears from the imposition of hands,

which denotes the imposition of sins. Lev. iii, 2, 8, 13.

And therefore it has not been improperly observed by

a learned person, that the reason and notation of the

name seems to be ; that, in this sacrifice, there was in

some measure :k perfection, a consiunmation. For burnt-

6[ferings were entirely consumed, and no body eat ot

them : of the others the priest eat ; of the last, even any

private person, whose sacrifice it was, Deut. xii. 6, 7.

To which the apostle has af! eye, 1 Cor. x. 18. Arc nut

they xchicii eat of iJie sacrifices, partaliers cf tlie altar ?

This was a sacrament of communion, which they who
approach to God, have with the altar and the true

priest : and a symbol of that communion, which all be-

lievers have among themselves in Christ 3 whereby
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Christ and all his benefits, and all the gifts of every be-

liever in partieular, are the gifts of all, as belonging to

the same body. Paul intimates, that to this feast the

hol^i'iippcr answers, as an antitype, 1 Cor. x. 16, 17,

lisf In this manner the grace of God and the benefits

of Christ were siirnified and sealed to behevers in the

sacrifices.

XIV^. But there was in them no less a reminding of

the dutjj which believers owe to God, and to which

they bound themselves by the use of the sacrifices. 1.

There was in sacrifices a confession of sin and guilt.

For there v/ere no sacrifices before the fall. And the

animals, which the offerers substituted for themselves,

as oxen, sheep, goats, &c. signified some fault. For

the ox is an emblem of ignorance. Is. i. 3. the sheep,

of wandering. Is. liii. 6. the goat, of petulance and mis-

chievous-ness. Match, xxv. oo. And the slaying and

burning the sacrifices extorted from man a confession,

tliat he deserved eternal death, and to be scorched in

the flames of divine justice.

XV. 2. There was likewise in sacrifices an excitement

to the practice of holiness and real goodness. 1. It wa'>

not lawfid to oflx^r any thing to God, but from among
clean animals, which were given to man for food. Thus,

pUT€ religion and undtfiled before God and the Father^ is

this, to keep himsef unspotted from the zoorkl. Jam. i.

27. 2. Nothing was to be offered, but what was sound,

without blemish, or defect in any part ; not the blind,

the deaf, the maimed, the lame, the languid and the

sick, Mai. i. 13. Thus, which will also be a thing ac-

ceptable to God, we ought to serve him with all our fa-

culties, with all attention and intention, with a right

judgment, a sound heart, a cheerful will, and to conse-

crate all our members to him \ because God requires

perfection^ ^latth, y. 48. 3, The animals appcintcd for
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sacrifice, had something peculiarly adapted to represent

those virtues, which ought to be in those that approach

to God, Oxen are both patient in labour, and obsti-

nately resist what is hurtful to them : sheep and goats

know their shepherd, and hear his voice, without listen-

ing to that of a stranger, John x. 4, 6. Polybius, lib.

12. not far from the beginning, relates a remarkable sto-

ry concerning goats, with respect to this particular.

And then they are led to the slaughter without murmur

or noise. Is. liii. 7. All these things should in a spiritu-

al sense be in those who are devoted to God.

XVI. 3. By the offering of tlie sacrifice is signified,

1. That our old man, with all his lusts, should be slain

to the honor of God. 2, That it is equal and just, that

the whole man, who endeavours to please God, should

present himself before him in the exercise of iaith and

love, and with his heart inflamed, or a desire to have it

inflamed with zeal, as a living sacri/ice, huhj and accept-

able to God, Rom. xii. 1. 3. As sacrifices consumed

v/ith strange fire, were displeasing to God j so is every

act of worship, that has not the Spirit of God for its au-

thor, or does not proceed from heavenly love. They

who kindle a ./";<?, and compass themselves abeut with

sparks, shall go into thejirc, and the spar/c-s thei/ have

kindled. Is. 1. 1 1. Though one shouldgive his bodi/ to be

huimed, arid has not charity, it projitcth nothing, I Cor.

xiii. 3. 4. That we ought to consecrate to God not on-

ly ourselves, but also our all ; for, as we hinted above,

riches formerly consisted chiefly in beards and flocks ;

and Paul tells us, that the doing good and cornniunicating

are sacrifices, zvith xvhich God is xvell pleased, Ileb. xiii.

16. 5. That our verv lives ought not to be dear to us ;

but when God cahs us to it, v/e are willingly to lay them

down for his giory. Phil. W. 17. Ye^. r>; / \i' J b^ ofercd
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vpon the sacrifice and service ofyour faith, Ijoy and re-

joice zvit/i you all.

XVII. We are next to speak of the rainbow,

which was given for a sign of the cov^enant made with

Noah, Gen. ix. 12.— 16. And here we are, first, to

consider, what covenant it was : and then, how the

rainbon^ was a sign of the covenant.

XVIII. Concerning the covena?if^ we observe the fol-

lowing things. 1. That it was not formally and pre-

cisely the covenant of grace. For here there is no men-

tion of a spiritual and saving benefit ; and then the pro-

mises of this covenant are not only made to Noah and

his elect seed, but to all men, to every living creature

without exception, fowl, cattle and every beast of the

earth ; an universality this not to be found in the cove-

nant of grace. God indeed says, when he speaks of the

covenant of grace made with the church. Is. liv. 9. For

this is as the icaiers of Noah unto me^ Kc. ilevertheless,

by these words, God does not declare, that the cove-

nant made with the church was, in every respect, of the

same nature with that universal covenant, which secur-

ed the \vorId from being destroyed by a deluge. He
only runs the parallel between both, with respect to

permanency and stability : just in the same manner,

that he compares his covenant made with Israel, with

the covenant concerning day and night, Jer. xxxiii. 25.

XIX. 2. However, it would not be consistent with

the divine perfections, to make such a covenant with

every living creature, but on supposition of a covenant

of grace, and with a respect to it. For all the patience

of God, in the preservation of the world, which was

stained with so many crimes, and of men, who more

than deserved an avenging deluge, was ordained for the

elect, whose salvation God intended, and for v^hose

sake all other things are preserved, to be subservient to
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the promoting their salvation, 2 Pet. iii. 9. "It Is a

question," says Pareus, " whether it is a different co-

venant from the former in Gen. vi. 18. and from the

covenant of grace ?" Ans. " Certainly it is another

with respect to the earthly promise, which is common
to men, beasts, and the earth, and as to its peculiar

sign. Yet it is the same as to origin and grace ; for

God would not have adopted the sons of Noah into that

covenant, unless he had first received them into the co-

venant of grace. It is therefore an appendage of the

covenant of grace with regard to an earthly promise.'*

XX. 3. Nay, in this covenant there is a confirmation

snd a tj^'pical representation of the covenant of grace.

I shall here use the words of Peter Martvr. " This we
are carefully to remark ; though, in this covjinant, God
promised to deliver men, as to their bodily life, that

they should not perish in the waters ; yet in this there

was a shadow or type of the deliverance from eternal

death ; namely, they should not be overvi-hclmcd with

eternal damnation. And besides, as this is held forth

by a shadow, believers may also form an argument to

this purpose : If God thus provides for those that trust

in him, as to give them assurance, without doubting,

of their deliverance from the waters ; how much more

will he deliver their souls, their better part, not from a

momentarv, but from an eternal death ? If he is so care-

ful in these things of less moment, how much more,

about what concerns the sum of our happiness ?" Se6

OwQXi'sTheologuweJia, lib. iii. c. I. And since we
should observe, that, previous to this, there was a sym-

bol of the covenant of grace, whose antitype was bap-

tism, 1 Pet. iii. 21. in the deluge and the ark of Noah,

which contained, as it were, the universal seeds of the

Vvholc world ; whv should we not take notice of a con-



Of the Rainbovy'. 117

firmation of the covenant of grace in the promise, that

,no deluge should any more come upon the earth ?

XXI. Concerning the rainboiu wc remark these fol-

lowing things. 1 . As that covenant, of which the rain-

bow was given to be a sign, was not precisely and for-

mally the covenant of grace, so the rainbow should not

be accounted a sacrament, strictly and properly so cal-

led : and it is also very impertinent to call it a third sa-

crament of the New Testament. However, the signs

of the covenant of grace, in a way of proportion, bear

the very same relation, that the rainbow bore in sealing

or ratifying this covenant : and therefore our Vv'riters et-

fectualiy argue from this topic against Bellarmine, who
obstinately denies, that the promises of the covenant are

sealed or ratified by the sacraments.

XXII. 2. But then, as this covenant presupposed,

and, in its universality, implied the covenant of grace,

we are not to deny, but the promises of it were also

sealed to believers by the rainbow. Hence John men-

tions a rainbow, Rev. iv, 3. and Rev. x. 1. which he

saw round about the throne and the head of Christ

:

" that wc may acknowledge," says Rivet, Exercit. 60.

in Genesin, " That Christ's throne is encompassed with

mercy, and that he shews it on his countenance, when-

ever he manifests himself But especially, that in his

face we have that'rainbow, by which we are assured,

not only that the waters shall no more overflow the

whole earth ; but especially, that we are not to be

afraid of the deluge of divine wrath, seeing Christ has

reconciled the Father, so that while God beholds him,

he remembers his mercy and his promises, v/hich in

him are Yea and Amen. Christ therefore appears

crowned with a rainbov/, as the messenger of grace and

Vol III. Q
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peace : for he is the Prince ofpeace^ and our peace. Is.

ix. 6. Eph. ii. 14."

XXIII. 3. Every sign should have some analog-y

with the thing signified. This, in such sacred signs»

which, by divine institution, represent such and such

things, doubtless chiefly depends on the good pleasure

of the institutor. However some natural coincidence

or agreement with the spiritual thing signified is gene-

rally supposed, as appears from an induction of all the

ordinary sacraments. What is natural to the rainbow,

was likewise so"*^ before the flood ; but its virtue of sig-

nifying and sealing the promises was superadded to it

by divine institution. We are therefore to take notice

of such things in the rainbow, as arc proper to repre-

sent the patience and grace of God : and they are either

general or viore special.

XXIV. Musculus has judiciously taken notice of the

general analogies. 1. God would have this to-be an

everlasjing cuvenanty to continue to the end of the

world : and therefore appointed a sign, which not only

Noah and his family might viev/ at that time, but also

his posterity have before their eyes, while the covenant

itself endured. 2, That covenant has the nature of a

* Some have thought, that there was no rainbow before the

-floof], because it had been small comfort and assurance to the new
ivorld, to see that which had been seen before ; but, according to

others, it is not likely, that, in the space of sixteen centuries,

which were expired before the deluge, the sun should never hcve

darted his rays upon the water in the clouds, in £uch manner as

was necessary to produce a rainbow. Besides, it is not esserlial

lo an arbitrary sign, that the matter of it did not subsist before its

establishment; it is enough, if it did not subsist as a sign. The
rainbow therefore might have often appeared before the fiood, but

God had never joined to it that idea, which he coir^municatcd to

Koah, viz. that it was appointed, for the future, to seal the cove-

nant ho had made with him, and in his person with all mankind.

S A u R I N
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no

testament and Jast will, is absolute, without depending

on any condition of our righteousness and piety. And
therefore he hath also added such a sign to it, which

we can neither make nor repeat, but can only be pro-

duced in the course of the seasons, and, being formed

by himself, he proposed to the view of our eyes only,

and the meditation of our minds. 3. We are also to

consider, wlio-e he placed the how, the sign of his co-

venant ; and ^vhen he produces it. For he placed it,

where it may be seen by all ; namely, hi the heavens :

not in any place of the heavens whatever, but in ihc

cluiids J he does not produce it but only in time of rain,

when thick clouds hang over the earth, and either

threaten or actually pour down their showers. Here

we must be obliged to acknowledge the singular provi-

dence of God ; whose goodness calls aloud to every one

from those very watery clouds ;
" Be from henceforth,

not afraid of them ; behold in those very clouds the

rainbow, the symbol of my favor, a;id the sign of the

covenant between me and all flesh: what was formerly

the instrument of my vengeance, shall now present you

v/ith a token of my perpetual grace."

XXV. But Peter Martyr assigns a more especial

analogy from tlic Jewish doctors, as well in the.//^"W7'^

as in the colours. The bow, says he, is a military in-

strument. Upon making leagues and concluding a

peace, neither arrows nor the string bent are to be seen ;

but the soldiers carry it, with its horns or extremities

down to the earth j but it is otherwise in the time ol

battle : then they draw its horns together towards their

face, that, aiming with the eye, they may throw their

arrows at the enemy||i» In like manner, God being re-

conciled, has taken out the string, removed the arrows,

and turned its horns down to the earth •, tliereby assur-

ing us^ that his anger ii appeased.
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XXVI. Concerning the colours he goes on as fo4*

lows. From the matter, which is water, and from the

niture of the colours, which represent both the light and

darkness ot water, it appears to be a suitable symbol.

For, by this, God has promised, that, for the future, he

would so order the waters, that they should not destroy

all things : but what represses or restrains waters more

than heat, both contained in and signified by light ?

This sign, which is mixed with water, has something

to give it a check, I mean the light of heaven, whereby

God restrains its violence. Grotius observes, that the

three colours of the rainbow represent the severity, mer-

cy, and goodness of God. Another learned person

thinks, that the colours of the rainbow, red, fiery, and

green, signify a mixture of holiness and mercy by means

of blood ; that both these, being manifested by the shed-

ding of blood, may render God venerable and lovely in

cur eyes on account of these perfections of his nature.

The same person elsewhere would have us behold in

the rainbow the colour of fire, blood, and green grass,

and in them to reflect on the zeal of God, the blood of

Christ, and on mercy and life : the zeal of God is unto

life, by the blood of Christ. Another likewise has ob-

served, that the rainbow, with which John saw the

throne of God encompassed, was only of one colour, in

sight like tinlo an ontrald. Rev. iv. 3. to set forth, that

God's gracious covenant with the church is different

from the general covenant made with all m.ankind after

the flood. For in this covenant, God, indeed, promis-

ed^ he would no more cover the whole earth with wa-

ter i ytt, at times, he hath reduced whole countries to

ashes by avenging flame : and tij^efore the symbol of

this covenant was painted out in various colours, the

jed or fiery colour fiashing out between the bright and

^reen. But the siga of the covenant of grace mads
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xvitb the church is of one colour only, namely, green ot

emerald ; to represent, tliat this covenant was always

one, and always yielding joy to those who arc truly in

covenant. For in the kingdom of God there is nothing

but peace and joy in the Holy Ghost, Rom. xiv. 17.

These observations of learned men are curious and ju-

dicious, and may be matter of pious meditation : but I

doubt whether they will meet with the assent of those

of a difficult and nice taste. It is enough, that we have

related them. Let the prudent and pious readerjudge

for himself.

C H A P. VIII.

Of Circiuncisiun.

T% ^jVX us now speak of circumcisLon, Concerning

which we shall take notice of the followinsr thinsrs. I.

The outward ceremony. II. The divine institution.

III. The subject of it. IV. The necessity. V. The
minister. VI. The time. VII. The spiritual signifi-

cation. VIII. Its abrogation.

II. The rite oi circumcision was, according to God's •

appointment, as follows. The extreme cuticle or thin

skin of the glans was cut off with a sharp knife. This,

from its natural use, was called ngarlah by the He*-

brews. Gen. xxxiv. 14. from the verb ngaRal, to

close or stop up. The Greek interpreters of the Old

Testament, and the writers of th.e New% express it i:y

an elegant term AKaoEusxiA, because to akron
T E s B A L a 1 N o u , it covcrs tiic cxtreiuifij of the glans,

Gomarus, ad Luc. ii. 21. has made many karned re-

marks on this word. The Latins call it./'/•.^y.w/////;/, a
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word of uncertain derivation. On account of circum-

cision, the Jews were, by way of contemptj and in de-

rision, called apella and recutiU^ because they had not

that pellicle or skin. ^ But it pleased God, in crder to

confound all the wisdom of the flesh, and to try the faith

and obedience of his people, to give them for a sign of

his covenarit a rite, so much to be blushed at, and al-

most ashamed of ^ just as he also laid the ground-work

of all our salvation in what appears no less shameful to

fiesh, namely, the cross of Christ.

III. The instrument of circumcision was any knife

they could procure, made of any matter, that was fit to

take an edge J namely, of stone, glass, or wood. Yet

Buxtorf, in Synagoga Judaica, says, that it was gene-

rally one of iron, and that very sharp, as surgeons in-

struments usually are. Some think that k«ives of stone

were formerly used, because the instrument of circum-

cision, mentioned Exod. iv. 25. is called tzor, which

in Ezek. iii. 9. denotes th stone : and in Josh. v. 2. the

knives of circumcision are called szvords of stone. But

that inference is not so certain. For tzor, signifies not

only a stone, but also an edge j as is manifest from Ps.

Ixxxix. 43. Thon hast turned the edge of his szcord : nor

formerly did they fight with swords of stone. Hence
the Chaldee paraphrase translates Josh. v. 2. sharp

kjiives.

IV. The first institution of circumcision. Gen. xvii.

11. was in the house and family of Abraham, about the

year of 'the world* two thousand. Circumcision was

not immediately given to be a public and universal sa-

crament to the whole church in those times, but was

confined to Abraham's famil}". {j^lie remnant of the an-

* According io the chroxic'ogy of the learned Archbishop Ush-

er, circumcision was iiistituttd i-; the jenr of the world 2107, and

before C.hrlit :2£}7,
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cient fathers, sfitisfied with their sacrificial sacraments,

could exercise their faith, and please God, in uncircum-

cision, without being obliged to submit to this rite.

But, after the expiration of about four centuries, when

the visible churches without Abraham's family gradually

apostatised to Heathenism, the godly remnant being re-

moved to the heavenly assembly ; and when the repub-

lic of Israel, in the mean time, wonderfully increased,

and the measure of iniquity among the nations being

now full, the church was confined to Israel, and the rest

of the world was rejected ; and all that feared God.

W'ere bound to join thcm.seives in comm.union wlLh

them, by a participation of the same rites. Well says

Maimonides in hsurc Bia, c. 13. " Yv'henevcr any

Gentile w*ould betake himself to the Israelltish cove-

nant, and put himself under the wings of the Divine

Majesty, and take upon him tlic yoke of- the law, there

were required circumcision, baptism, and a voluntary

offering." From that time, circumcision became an

universal sacrament of the churcli. Thus the Lord Je-

sus distinguishes it, as it was of thefa fliers, to them it

was a family-institution, and as ^;hen hi/ Moses, an

universal sacrament of the church, that w^as to be con-

stituted or set up, John vii. 22.

V. Moreover, circumcision was not only enjoined

upon Abraham and Isaac, but also on ail the descen-

dents of Abraham, whether by Sarah, Hagar, or Ketu-

rah, and even on all his domestics bought with his mo-
ney, and strangers. Gen. xvii. 25, 26, 27. For though,

even at that time, God had determined to form a pecu-

liar people to himself from the posterity of Isaac alone,

not indeed from all of #[em ; nevertheless the time was
not yet come, when he would have his church confined

to one particular people. Nor are we to doubt, but hci

had his chosen people among the other sons and do
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scendcnts of Abraham. And nothing is more ceitairt,

than that, within the compass of these four centuries,

circumcision, and, with it, tlie visible church, was pro-

pagated among aJl those eastern people, who derived

their origin from Ishmael, from the sons of Keturah,

from Esau, and the proselytes who were circumcised in

Abraham's family. But I would observe by the way,

that most of the Je^vish Rabbins will have it, that Ke-
turah was Hagar herself, while others of them some-

times deny it, and at other times call it tn question ; as

Enay be seen in Selden, de synedr. lib. 2. c. 3. Those

churches therefore, which, from among Abraham's pos-

terity, had the sign of circumcision, as well as the un-

circumcised churches, from the pious remnant' of the

other fathers, together with the Israelites, whom God
began to claim to himself by a nearer relation, made up

the universal church of those times. Nor should they,

tn the mean time, be accounted strangers from the co-

renant of God, confirmed with Abraham in Christ, but

rather brethren, and fellow-professors of the same reli-

gion. To this purpose w^e may apply Deut. xxiii, 7,

TliQU shall not abhor an Edomil€y for lie is thy brother.

And as circumcision was at first enjoined even on stran-

gers in Abraham's family, this ought afterwards to have

put the Israelites in mind of the future calling of the

Gentiles.

VT. Mean while, among the nations that descended

from Abraham, the use of circumcision continued much
longer than the true religion. For, while they revolted

by degrees from the God of their fathers, so they pollu-

ted themselves with horri]>le idolatries, and were reject-

ed by God, and banished froiiihis covenant : but still

ihey retained circumcision. Accordingly authors of eve-

ry kind speak of many circumcised nations, besides the

Israelites. Grorius has dra^^ n up a catalogue of them.
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in notis ad lib, 1. de verilafes rclig. Chrisfian.T. And
Selden, in a place already quoted, has much to this pur-

pose. ^
VII. It is then certain, that other nations, besides the

descendants of Abraham, were circumcised ; as Hero-

dotus in Euterpe testifies of the Egyptians, the Ethiopi-

ans, and the inhabitants of Colchis. Grotius indeed

says, that the Ethiopians v/ere descended from the pos-

terity of Keturah ; and that the Colchians and neigh-

bouring people are the descendents of the ten tribes,

which were carried away by Salmanassar. But Bochart,

Geograph. Sacr. lib. iv. c. 26. &" 31. has made it appear,

by cogent arguments, that both the Ethiopians and Col-

chians owe their origin to the Egyptians. • And Diodo-

rus Siculus, whose fidelity on this poiiit Grotius vainly

cittempts to weaken, relates, that the rite of circumcisi-

on passed from the Egyptians to their colonies, and a?i-

cient offspring, as Ammianus, lib. ii. calls the Colchians.

The same thing we are to believe concerning the Col-

chians. What Ambrose de patriarcha AbraJiamo, lib. ii,

c. 1 1 . relates of the Egyptians, is both remarkable and

surprising. *' The Egyptians," says he, " circumcise

their males at fourteen years, and at the same years their

females ; namely, because, at those years, the passions

of the male begin to rage, and the monthly courses of

the females to take their rise." But Gomarus, ad Luc.

ii. 21. has justly observed, that we may very well doubt

of the truth of that narration (unless he probably speaks

©f his own time) on account of its disagreement with

ancient history. Besides, we can scarcely allow the least

doubt, that the Egyptians had learned circumcision from

the Israelites, when they dwelt among them, and were

. acceptable guests at first.

Vol, IIL R
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VIII. Here it seems proper to say something con-

cerning the circumcision of the Ethiopians, which they

still retain notwithstanding their havijig embraced Chris-

tianity. Zaga Zabo, an Ethiopian bishop, and ambas-

sador from his prince at the court of Portugal, ascribes

the first rise of it to the Queen Maqueda. He will have

her to be the same who, the sacred writings tell us,

came to Solomon, being excited thereto by the fame of

his wisdom. He says, that being with child by Solo^

mon, she brought forth a son, called MeiLech, When
he was grown up, she sent him to Jerusalem to his fa-

ther, to be instructed in the law of God. After Solo-

mon had carefully performed this, he solemnly anointed

this his son, before the ark, king of Ethiopia, changing

his former name to that of David. After his return to

his own country, with a great retinue, among which

was Azarias the son of Zadok (who, preparing himself

for the journc}^, stole out of the ark, and, for the sake

of the new king, carried away with him the two tables

of the law, and perfidiously placed false ones in their

room) the gynecocracy, or government of women, was

entirely abolished, and it was ordained, that the male

descendants alone, in a right line from this David,

should sway the sceptre ; that circumcision should be

introduced, that of the women being added by the

Queen Maqueda. But they protest, they retain it, not

from any religious view, but as an hereditary and poli-

tical symbol of their nobility.

IX. But who does not see that these are foolish and

trifiing stories .? Not to mention other things, the ab-

surdity and gross falsehood of which lie open to the

view of every one. They arrogantly brag that it was
their queen who went to Solomon, when it can be easi-

ly proved, that it was the queen of Arabia Felix. 1

.

She is railed in scripture the queen of Shcba, 1 King'?
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X. 1 . But Philostorgius says, that this " was the name

which the Greeks gave to Arabia the Great and Hap-

py." It is otherwise called Homerilis from an Arabic

word. The Nubian geographer relates, that this queen

reigned there, whom he calls BdkiSy and the wife of

Solomon. 2. Christ calls her the queen of the south.

But Sheba, or Arabia Felix, is not only south of the

land of Israel, but is also in Arabic called Aljeman^ that

is, the soiiihivardy as Drusius ad Mat. xii. 42. has ob-

served from Judjeus Salmanticensis and Aben Ezra.

And Benjamin, in his Itinerary, p. 73. says Sheba is

Aljeman. When Christ therefore called her queen of

the south, which, in Syriac, is queen of Timena, he

spoke after the vulgar, so that he might easily be un-

derstood by any one. 3. Christ adds that this queen

camefrom the uttermost parts of the earth ; which much
better agrees to the Sabeans, than to the Ethiopians \

for the most extensive countries lie beyond Meroe, the

metropolis of Ethiopia ; whereas the Sabeans occupy.,

on the ocean, the utmost parts of Arabia towards the

sea, consequently of the earth. 4. There is much
greater plenty of gold and spices, with which this queen

is said to have loaded her camels, 1 Kings x. 2. in Ara-

bia, than in the county of the Ethiopians, and there-

fore called by the Greeks aromatophoros, spice-

yielding. 5. ¥/hat Josephus says, ^--i/z//^. lib. viii. c. 2.

concerning the queen of the Ethiopians, and her royal

city, formerly called Saba^ afterwards Meroe, is not

only uncertain, but also bewrays very great ignorance

in history, as Bochart, who may be consulted on this

head;, has invincibly shewn, Geograph. Sacj-. lib. ii. c.

24. As therefore the queen of the south is not the

queen of the Ethiopians, the modern Ethiopians vainly

boast, that they received circumcision, and therewith

Judaism^ on occasion of that queen. It is much more
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probable, they received it long before that time, from

the Egyptians, whose descendants they are : but it is

more likely, the Sabeans, who, according to Philostor-

gius, were circumcised the eighth day, were taught it

by their queen, who visited Solomon.

X. It is intolerable, by whomsoever introduced, that

some attempted, out of a human device, to obtrude a

kind of circumcision, or something analogous thereto,

on women ; as we just heard concerning Alaqueda,

that fictitious queen of the Ethiopians, and the Egyp-

tians. For God enjoined circumcision expressly to the

males only : women are accounted in the men, and in

and with them reckoned to be in covenant. Nor was

this without its mystery. 1 . Thus they were taught,

that salvation depends not on circumcision. 2. It sig-

nified the imperfection of that oeconomy, which was

afterwards to give place to one more perfect, in which

persons were to be initiated by a more easy and com-

mon sacrament, of which women themselves were also

to partake.

XI. But in all other nations, who were strangers tQ

the true worship of God, circumcision was nothing but

a mere superstitious practice, and a wretched imitation

of a sacrament given by God ^o his covenant-people.

But he would have those in covenant with himself,

strictly to be bound by this tie. Gen. xvii. 14. A?id (he

nncircujiicised man-dilld, whose jlesh of hisforeskin is

7iot circumcised,Jhat soul shall be cut off"from his pcopley

he hath broken my coicnant. I am not now inclined to

transcribe what the learned have long ago observed on

the cutting of a soulfrom his people. Among many
others may be seen Fagius ad Exod. xii. 15 : Amama
272 Jntibarbaro, lib. iii. towards the end ; Seldenus de

synedriis, lib. 1. c. 4. et de jure nafurali, lib. viii. c. 9 ;

L'Empereur in nolii ad Bcrtra'iman de republ Jlebr^or,
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lib. i. c. 2 ; and Hen. Ainsworth ad Niwi. xv.' 30, 31

;

Hottingerus ad juris Hebraic, pncceptum 221 ; Owen
in prokg. ad Hcbr. p. 289 ; and very lately John a

Mark, Exercit. Jiivenii disp. 1 5,' 2. I don't think it

improbable, that the cutting off a soul from the people

signified a seclusion, or separation, from the churchy

and from the solemnities and prerogatives of the people

of God, to which is opposed to enter into tlie congrega-

iion^ or church, oj Jehovah, Deut. xxiii. 2. To this

purpose is Exod. xii. 19. Even that soul'shalL be cut ojf

from the congregation of Israel, that is, shall be remov-

ed from the fellowship of the saints. Ezek. xiii. 9.

ThiCjj shall not be in tlie council, or mystical assembly,

ofmy people, neither shall they he mritten in the zvriting

of tlie house of Israel : namely, he who has broken my
covenant, which / made, with him, shall be cut off

from among this covenant-people, and shall not partake

of their privileges. Besides this ecclesiastical death,

there sometimes was added to it death by the sentence

of the judge. Lev. xx. 6. compared with ver. 27. r,onie-

times by the immediate hand of God, and other grievoua

calamities inflicted by him, see Exod. iv. 24, 2d. ^ ;..\ -

times a being childless. Lev. xviii. 29. compared witii

Lev. XX. 20, 21. and at last, unless the sinner repented,

the eternal destruction of his soul. Abarbanel does not

speak amiss, as his words are quoted by L'Empereur

:

"^ The soul shall be cut olTfrom that supreme bundle of

life, and shall not obtain the splendor of the divinity»

that is, the pleasure and reward of a soul." And why
may we not include all these in this general expression ?

But, by this threatening, God would guard the com-

mand of circu incision, lest a sacrament, in other res-

pects full of shame and pain, should be either slighted

or neglected. It was his v/i!I, that his covenant should

be ir\ such esteem, that his yoke, tliough hard, raight be
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cheerfully submitted to. Aben Ezri has observed^,

that, in the whole sacred scripture, he finds twenty-

three places, where God threatens extermination to

those who transgress the negative precepts ; but with

respect to the positive he only found that word with re-

gard to the precepts of circumcision, and the due so*

lemnizing the passover. From which it is evident, it

was the will of God to bind his people to these sacra-

ments by the strictest tie.

XII. But yet we are, on n6 account, so to under-

stand these things, as if all infants, dying uncircumcis-

ed after the eighth day, were consigned to condemna-

tion ; which, after some Popish writers, I wonder that

Chamierus should have adopted, lib. iii. tie sacram. c. 2.

*' Bat the m.eaning is," as Perkins has well observed.

Tract, de sacram. haptismi^ " whoever has not been cir*

cumcised in his infancy, and being come to years of

discretion and knowledge, shall then refuse circumci-

sion, his soul shall be cut off froiTi.his people." And
therefore this is said of adults, not of infants, who can-

not break the ccvenaiit. There are the follov/ing rea-

sons for this explication : 1 . Because the words of the

original text are active. He who shall not have circum-

cised thefiesk of hisforeskin. Where zi-th, the sign of

the accusative;, shews, that the word imol is not here

of the form niphal, from mul, but of the form Kat,

from NAMAL. Whence I conclude, these words are

not addressed to him, who, in the act of his circumci-

sion, unknowingly suffers any thing ; but to him who
can procure his ov/n circumcision, and yet deliberately

neglects it. 2. Because it is added, he hath t)roken my
covenant. In which words he is charged with a culpa-

ble action, v/ho only before could be charged with a

culpable deficiency. But an infant, who is without

circumcision, not through his ov/n default^ does noi
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thereby render the covenant of God of no cfFect. 3.

The occasion and end of this sanction lead to this

:

namely, circumcision was enjoined to Abraham, when
ninety-nine . years old, to his servants and domestics,

when grown up, to Ishmacl, a lad thirteen years old.

Bat as it would have been difficult to persuade grown

persons to that act of cutting away, or of mutilation,

conjoined with so much shame and pain ; for this rea-

son that threatening was added, that, for fear of a great-

er evil, they might obsequiously submit to the com-

mand. As this could only be seriously considered by

grown-up persons, so it regards them only. 4. We
may add this inconvenience ; if .infants dying uncircum-

cised after the eighth day, are, on that account, con-

signed to condemnation, as covenant-breakers ; there

can be no reason, why the same thing may not be said

concerning the infants of Christians, who die before

baptism ; because baptism, no less than circumcision^

is a sign of the covenant. And that this was also the

constant opinion of the Jews, see in Selden de sj/nedriiSf

lib. i. c. 6,

XIII. The m{?uster of circumcision was eycry master

of a family, Gen. xvii. 23. or any other person, quali-

fied for that office, and substituted in the master's place.

Nor does it appear, that Zacharias, though a priest, cir-

cumcised his son John with hjs own hands, Luke i. 5-9.

At least, it appears not, that God confined the admini-

stration of this ordinance to any particular order of men.

But yet that women v;ere not called to do it, may be

gathered from the exam.ple of Zipporah, Exod. iv. 24,

25. Because, amidst the confusion, arising from a pre-

sent danger, neither she nor Moses seem sufficiently to

have attended, by whom circumcision was to be ad-

ministered, if it was only done. And it is plain, that
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God really approved that circumcision ; but it.docs not

appear, that he approved the manner of it.

XIV. The DAY appointed for circumcision was the

eighth from the birth. Though the principal reason of

this is the will of him w^ho commands ; yet other rea-

sons are likewise probably added. ] . That thus a re-

gard might be had to the tender state of infants, who,

before the eighth day, are scarce able to bear the pains

of circumcision, under which grown persons themselves

almost sink. Gen. xxxiv. 25. 2. Because infants just

born are, with their mother, accounted unclean till the

eighth day. This reason R. Simeon, the son of Jachi,

gives/??. Pesikta, foLx'vl. col. 2. "Why has the law

appointed circumcision on the eighth ddy } Circumci-

sion is put off, till the woman in childbed be cleansed

from her unclcanness." Lightfoot ^^ Zzcc. ii. 21. x\nd

this reason seems to be grounded on Lev, xii. 2, 3.

Certainly the infant was initiated by circumcision, and

offered up, as it were, to God by the shedding of his

blood. And it was after the seventh day, before God
admitted of any sacrifices from among brute animals,

Exod. xxi. 30. Lev, xxiii. 27. 3. This was so ap-

pointed, that we might not im'agine salvation depended

on an external sign ; for otherwise a good and gracious

God would not have deferred it till the eighth day, be-

fore which time many must needs have died. Upon
this account also Abraham himself was justified in un-

drcumcision, Rom. iv. 10..

XV. I will not say with some (who yet, I own, can

defend themselves by the authority of Cyprian and six-

ty-six bishops assembled by him in a council. See Cy-

prian's epistles, lib. iii. episL 8. which in Pamel's editi-

on is the 59th) that this mystery prefigured the day of

Christ's resurrection, which in the order of the days is

the eighth, and on which the true circumcisicn and our
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Salvation were entirely completed and perfected. I,

Because Christ is no where said to have risen on the

eiglnh day, but either on the third from his death, or on

the first day of the week. But this day, with respect to

circumcision, is no more the eighth than any other day.

Nor is it usually called the eighth from the first day of

the preceding week, as the week is closed with the se-

venth day ; from which the first of the new week is

reckoned. 2. Because circumcision was not a type so

much of the resurrection, as of the sufFerings and death

of Christ ; as we shall directly shew. 3. Neither does

it seem an accurate way of speaking, to say that the

true circumcision, and our salvation, were entirely com-

pleted and perfected on the day of Christ's resurrection.

For, as to the impetration or purchase of our salvation,

that indeed was perfected by the death of Christ. The
complete application of the purchased salvation not on-

ly requires the resurrection ot Christ from the dead ; but

his ascension into heaven, and v/aits for his return to

the"general judgment. There is therefore no reason,

why these days ought not, as much as the day of his

resurrection, to be prefigured. We are carefully to be

on our guard, not to run into extremes in allegorizing.

XVT. The spiritual signification of circumcision is as

excellent, as the sign itself seems mean and almost

shameful. In general it was a sign of the covenant of

God zvith Abraham, Gen. xvii. 11. And therefore, by

a sacramental phrase, it is called the covenant itself, vcr.

10, 13. Nay it was not only a sign, but also a seal

:

for not only Paul has dechired this, Rom. iv. 11. but

also the Jewish masters, Lightfoot <7(/ il/a/'. xxviii. 19.

Whose words, from the Jerusalem Talmud, Tract. Be-

rachot, are as follows :
" Blessed be he, who sanctified

the beloved from the womb, and put a sign in his flesh.

Vol. III. S
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and sealed his sons with the sign of the holy covenant/'

God promised to give the Messiah, and with him all

manner of blessings, eanhly, spiritual, heavenly, to

Abraham and his seed, and that all these should come

from his seed. God required of Abraham by covenant,

that he should walk before him. Circumcision was the

sign and seal of this covenant ; so that all who duly sub-

mitted to this, according to God's prescription, were

solemnly declared by God himself to be partakers of

the promises made to Abraham : and at the same time

openly avowed, that, by a lively faith, they received the

promised Messiah, and expected from him blessings

of every kind. And thus circumcision became to them

a seal of the righteousness of faith, Rom. iv. 1 1 . And
the circumcised person was said to enter, and to have, a

safe station, under the zvings of the Divine Majesty.

And, by the same act, they also bound themselves to

the sincere observance of the whole of religion, and

consequently of all the precepts of God, as became

those in covenant "with the Supreme Being. It is not to

be doubted, but from the remains of ancient piety is

that prayer, which the Jews, at this day, still use in

the circumcision of their young infants, Buxtorf Sj/nag.

Jad. c. 2. "As thou hast made this young child to en-

ter, or hast received him, into the covenant of Abra-

ham our father ; so make him enter into the law of Mo-
ses, into the state of matrimony," (which Selden, de

jure nat. lib. ii. c. 2. renders, into protection ox safe-

guard) " and into good works."

XVII, More especially these three principal heads of

the whole of our religion are held forth by the figure of

circumcision : namely, our misery, our redemption, and

our returns ofgratitude.

XVIII. Man's misery consists partly in sin, partly in

the punishment of sin. Both these are signified by cir-

i>
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cumcision. For the foreskin, that Is, the extreme pel-

licle of the generative member, which was to be cut off

by circumcision, denotes that viciousness or corruption

of the whole man, inherent in him from his very first

origin, and frequently in scripture is called the foreskin

of the heart, or an uncircumciscd heart, Deut. x. 16.

Jer. iv. 4. Lev. xxvi. 41. Jer. ix. 26. And the pain-

ful cutting away of that fleshy part signified, that the

whole man deserved to be separated for ever from the

communion of God and all his saints, with exquisite

and intolerable torments both of soul and body.

XIX. Here the Redeemer and the redemplion of men

are eo less clearly discovered. For this sacrament sig-

nified and sealed, 1 . That from Abraham, now circum-

cised, was to arise Isaac, Gen. xvii. 16. the father of

that blessed seed, or of the Messiah, who was to take

upon himself, and to expiate, all our sin and all our

guilt. 2. That this Messiah was to shed his blood for

men, without which the covenant of grace could never

be sealed, and to commence his sufferings from the very

beginning of his life. 3. That he was to partake of

the same flesh and blood with us, lieb. ii. 14. to be cut

off from the land of the living. Is, liii. 8. in order to the

preservation of his body, the church, Eph. v. 23. as in

the carnal circumcision a part of the body was to be cut

away, that the whole man might not be cut off from his

people. 4, That he would freely enable us to cut away

and to put off the sins of the flesh, by regeneration and

sanctificatioii, which are perfected in glory. Col. ii. 1 1.

This, 1 imagine, was the meaning (Jf the ancient Jew-
ish doctors whe^ they said, that, " whenever one be-

.

comes a proselyte, he is like a new-born child." This

being so very common in the mouths of their masters.

Christ justly replied to Nicoderaus, when he so imper-

tinently inquired about being born* again, Art Ihou a
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master of Israel, and knozvest not f/iesc ihi/igs f' John-

iii. 10. They taught, that a new soul, which came

under the wings of the Divine ]\'Iajesty, and was re-

ceived into the embraces of the Supreme Being, dropt

down from some heavenly palace on him, who was cir-

cumcised. By such dark and mysterious expressions it

is probable the ancient Jewish doctors described spiri-

tual regeneration, which, not being u-nderstood by the

more modern, was by them changed into mere empty

sound. See Selden, dejure iiat. lib. ii. c. 11.

XX. Lastly, by the use of this sacrament, they were

put in mind of the duties of a becomiRg gratitude. 1.

That they were to apply themselves to internal, secret,

and spiritual piety, just as circumcision was performed

on a secret member of the body, which is to be vailed,

Rom. ii, 28, 29. 2. To mortify their members, which

are upon the earth. Col. iii. 5. that is, to renounce their

lusts, even those that formerly were most dear to them,

and beloved by them. 3. To have no longer any inti-

mate friendship with the world, which lieth in wicked-

ness ; as the descendants of Abraham were separated

bv circumcision from other nations, and renounced their

friendship ; as appears from the open declaration of the

sons of Jacob, Gen. xxxiv. 14, 15. Though, indeed,

they spoke this from an evil intention, yet what they

said, was right : compare Acts x. 28. A circumxised

person, say the Jews, " has withdrawn himself from

the whole body of the nations." And, indeed, circum-

cision was a great part, and, as it were, the foundation

of the middle waM of i^artition. 4. 1 hey were chccr-

fally and willingly, at the command of God, and for his

glory, to subrrnt to every thing, however difficult, griev-

ous, and painful, and however improper, foolish, and

ridzculous, in the eyes of the ^^'orid 3 not to account
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their reputallon, nor even their life, dear, in compari-

son thereof.

XXI. God has determined the duration of cir-

cumcision in these words. Gen. xvii. 13. ylnd my cove-

nant shall be in your flesh, for an everlasting covenant.

This is not to be understood of a perpetual duration

even to the end of the v^'orld. The distinction is well

known of this age, as they spoke formerly, which

comprised the whole oeconomy of the Old Testament,

and of the age to come ; which by the apostle, Heb. ii.

5. is called ho mellon aiou, the age to come, or he

oiKouMENE MELLOUSA, the ivorUl to coiue, to wlTich

age belong the days of the Messiah. But the prophe-

cies constantly say, that what was instituted for the co-

venant of the former age, must not be extended to the*

latter age, whose face, or state and ceconomy, were to

be quite different.

XXII. Moreover, that circumcision was to be abro-

gated in the days of the more joyful dispensation of the

covenant, may thus appear. 1. Because it is a part of

those shadows, which, because they prefigured the bo-

dy that was to come, ought now to give place to it,

since it is come, Col. ii. 17. 2. Because it was a

great part of that middle v.'all of partition, v.^hicli sepa-

rated the Jews from the Gentiles, and whose inclosure

was to be broken down by the death of Christ, having

abolished in his flesh the enmily, even the lazv of com-

mandments, contained in ordinances j for to jnake in him-

self of tivain, one neiv man, so making peace, Eph. ii. 15.

It was certainly foretold of old time, that the Gentiles

were to be fellow-heirs, and of the same body with Is-

rael, and partakers of the same promise, Eph. iii. o\ see

Dcut. xxxii. '13. Is. xix. 24, 25. and Is. Ix. 3, &c. But

this concorporation, or being of the same body, was not

to be brought about by inclcsinc: the G'^ntilcs vv-ith Is-
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rael, within the same inclosure of rites and ceremonies

(for that inclosure was appointed to establish a separa-

tion and enmity) but by destroying the same : for in

Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor

micircwncisioUy bidfaith which zvorketh by love, Gal. v.

6. They xvhicJt are offaith, whether circumcised or not,

the same are the children of Abraham, Gal. iii. 7. 3.

Because circumcision plainly shewed, that the blood

of the New Testament w^as not yet slied, that the Mes-
siah was not yet born of the seed of Abraham, or at

least not yet cut off for the salvation of his mystical bo-

dy.* But when the world was made to know, by the

preaching of the gospel, that these things were done ;

it was necessary, that what testified they were not yet

done, should be abrogated ; lest any institution of God
should be found to bear witness against the truth. To
this purpose is that of Paul, Gal. v. 2, 3., 4. Behold, I
Paid say unto you, that ifye be circumcised, Christ shall

profit you nothing j for I testify again to every man that

is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the zchole laic.

The meaning is. Whoever submits to circumcision, as

a necessary part or God's instituted worship, or as a

mean of justification, thereby renounces Christ. 1.

Because he would have that sign to be still necessary,

w^hich testifieth, that every thing is not 3"et accomplish-

ed by Christ. 2. Because, as circumcision cannot be

separated from the rest of the ceremonial law, to which

it WAS as the porch, so he who submits to circumcision,

thereby binds himself to the observance of the whole

ceremonial law. But that is in effect to dtwy the

con)ing of Christ, and the time of reformation and li-

berty. 3. Because, as the righteousness of man before

God must cither depend wholly on his own works, or

wholly upon Christ, and these two cannot be conjoin-

ed. Gal. ii. 21. and iii. 12, 18. whoever seeks for righte-
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ousness in clrcumcisiorij as his own vvqj-k, Is fallen from

the righteousness of Christ ; and so, if he would obtain

salvation, it is necessary, that he keep the whole law :

which being impossible for him to do, he knows, he is

cut off from all hopes of salvation.

XXIII. But the abrogation of this rite of circumci-

sion had its several degrees. It was first in a languish-

ing state, then it w^as dead, and at last became perni-

cious. 1. It besran to lansruish at the circumcision of

Christ, who, by submitting himself to the law for the

elect, and solemnly testifying that subjection by taking

upon him the symbol of circumcision, made it appear,

that he was that singular seed of Abraham, whose fu-

ture nativity circumcision was originally appointed to

prefigure. From the time, therefore, that he appeared,

circumcision, which signified that he was to come, lost

a great part of its signification. 2. It was further

weakened, after Christ had, in the thirtieth year of his

age, manifested himself to Israel, and was pointed out

by John, as the Lamb of God which taketh away the

sins of the world, and was publicly owned by the Fa-

ther as his beloved Son, whom all were to hear and

obey. For then the gospel of liberty, and of the king-

dom, began to be preached, and baptism, a sign op-

posed to circumcision, was used, as a sacrament of ini-

tiation into a better covenant, whereby circumcision

came to lose much of its dignity. 3. It began to die

at the death of Christ. For when he was cut off from

among his people, for the salvation of the whole mysti-

cal body, aud had sealed the New Testament by his

blood, every thing relating to the future Messiah, which
circumcision prefigured, and to which Christ by his own
circumci.'^ion bound himself, was fulfilled. And thus

the hand-writing, which was against Christ the Surety,

2.n.d against believers, w^is torn asunder in his cross.
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Col. ii. M. 4. .It came to be quite dead, after Christ,

by his resurrection from the dead, had received from !he

Father a discharge, in witness that the fullest payment

was made, and exhibited it to the view, as it were, of

the whole world. Yet believers had so little.know-
ledge of the liberty purchased for, and offered to them,

that Peter himself wanted to be taught it by a heavenly

vision. Acts x. 28, 34, 35, 47. 5. It was not yet de-

structive, but so long as the church was not sufficiently

instructed in her liberty, it might at times, to avoid giv-

ing offence to the weak, be prudently, yet freely used y

not from a principle of conscience, but from the dictates

of charity and prudence ; lest the Jews, who were too

tenacious of their peculiar and paternal rites, should be

alienated from the Christian religion : just as Timothy

\V2S circumcised, being the son of a Jewess, Acts xvi.

3,3. 6. But after the nation of the Jews, on rejecting

the gospel, were cast off by God, and continued obsti-

nately to insist on circumcision, as a necessary part of

religion, nay of righteousness, and the church was suf-

ficiently instructed in her own liberty, circumcision

came to be destructive, as being a character of super-

stition, and a badge of Jewish infidelity, and a renun-

ciation of Christian liberty, as we have shewn from

Gal. v. 2, 3.

XXIV. 'Tis not nov.' difficult to determine that ques-

tion, namely, whether the nation of the Jews, when
they shall in the last times be fully converted to Christ,

will religiously retain the circumcision of infants ? With-

out any hesitation, I think, we are to answer this ques-

tion in the negative, for the reasons just given. As

they are such as vince that not only the Gentiles, but

also the Jews, were made free, under the liberty of

the Ncv»' Testament, from circumcision, which is the

band of the whole yoke. And in every respect the rea-
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!5on of botli ought to be altogether the same. Though

the pre-eminence of the Jew was formerly great, yet now

he has none at all. None under Christ has wherein to

glory : Paul accounted it as loss and dung, Phil. iii. 7,

8. In Christ there is no difference of Jew and Greek,

of circumcision and uncircumcision : but Christ himself

is all in all. Col. iii. 11. all pre-eminence of wliatever

nation being totally removed. Henceforth, saith the

apostle, 2 Cor. v. 16. knoiv we no man after the fle^h,

that is, we have no greater esteem for him on account

of his pedigree from the holy fathers : yea^ though loe

have known Christ after the flesh, that is, though we

have looked upon our carnal relation to Christ, as any

prerogative j yet now henceforth know we him no moix' ;

we now place all our happiness (not in that, but) in our

spiritual union with him by faith. And since God is

now in no sense a respecter ofpersons. Acts x. 34. we
can never be allowed to have thefaith of our Lord Jesus

Christ, the Lord ofglory, luiili respect ofpersons. Jam.

ii. 1. or, in the kingdom of Christ, to put a greater va-

lue on the descendants of Abraham, as such, than on

Barbarians, or Scythians, zvho have obtained like pre-

ciousfaith with us, 2 Pet. i. 1. In a word, the circum-

cision of the believing Israelites, in the last times, would

be either a future privilege, or a burden and yoke. But

it can be neither : not the latter ; because that would

be repugnant to the liberty purchased by Christ, which,

as is meet, should be exceeding glorious in that happy

period : not the former ; because the gospel of the king-

dom hath removed all pre-eminence of one above ano-

ther, hath made both one, Eph. ii. 14.

XXV. Yet I have heard of two arguments against

thi:-^, which have the appearance of strength, and but

the appearance onlv. The one is taken from the New
Vol. III.

'
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Testament, the other from the Old. From the New,

that speech of James and the elders to Paul, Acts xxi.

21. has been proposed to my consideration by a learned

person : And they are informed of Ihee, that thou teach-

est all the Jews, which are among the Gentiles, saying,

that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither*

to walk after the customs. But when this made a great

commotion among those who were zealous of the law,

and yet believed in Christ, James authorised Paul to do

such things, from which all might know, that those

things, ivhereof they xvere informed concerning him, zvere

nothing, but that Paul himself also zvalked orderly, and

kept the law, ver. 24. Paul conlplied with this advice.

From this it might be concluded, that the true sense of

Paul's doctrine was, that though the Gentiles were not

indeed bound to circumcision, and the other ceremo-

nies, yet the Jews, even after they embraced the faith

of Christ, were to circumcise their children, and to walk

after the customs ; because Paul, at the persuasion of

James, by this compliance removes from himself the

suspicion of his teaching a contrary doctrine.

XXVX» But we are here to consider distinctly three

things. 1. The true doctrine of Paul, 2. The calum-

ny invidiously fixed upon him. 3. The prudential ad-

vice suggested to him by James and the elders. In-

deed Paul, who was an excellent preacher of Christian

liberty, set both Jews and Gentiles who had submitted

lo the gospel, at liberty from the necessity of submit-

ting to circumcision and the other ceremonies : for he

proclaimed to all, th;it cijTujucision is nothing, and un-

circumcision is nothing, hut the keeping of the command-

ments of God, 1 Cor. vii. 19. And he compares the

law to a tutor, under whose tuition the Old-Testament

church was placed, being then in a state of bondage :

but, now the kingdom of heaven being setup in the
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ward, he declares that the same church Avas come to

age, which, no longer standing in need of a tutor, was

not again to be given up to bondage under those first

elements of the world, Gal.iv. 1, Which certainly

comprises both Jews and Gentiles. He e\ery where

published this privilege of the New Testament freely

and openly. Nevertheless he was not against making

some allowances for the weakness ot the Jeu'ish breth-

ren, in the exercise of that liberty : in case there wa$

not a spirit of contention, nor an opinion of necessity

and righteousness, in standing up for the practice of

the ceremonies. Calumny put a quite different con-

struction on this conduct 3 as if he acted thus to the re-

proach of the law, and taught apostasy from Moses,

and did not agree, in this doctrinal point, with others,

who maintained the Christian faith. But the ca:;e was

certainly The reverse : for it is no reproach put upon the

law, to teach, that Christ made satisfaction to it ; any

more than it is a reproach put upon a hand-writing,

that, on payment being made, it is cancelled. Nor is

it any apostasy from Moses, to preach that Christ is the

bestowcr of liberty, since Moses himself commanded
him to be heard : nor did Paul disagree with the other

apostles ; because they also taught, according to the

decree of the synod of Jerusalem, an immunity from

that yoke ; and Paul, in the er.ercisc of that liberty, by

no means disowned that charity and prudence were to

be regarded. Nevertheless the calumny gained ground ;

and many oi the brediren, who were not truly informed

of the apostle's doctrine, entertained groundless suspi-

cions of him. Hence arose the advice, that he himself

should 0})eniy perform some certain ceremonies ; not in

order to create any prejudice to that Christian right and

liberty, which he had preached ; but to shew publicly,

that he had done nothing inconsiderately, Avhich could
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give rise to any just indignation : that it- was a vile ca-

lumny, by which he was defamed, as entertaining less

reverent thoughts of Moses, and teaching the Jews a

contempt of the law. With this advice the apostle

complies, not that he approved the violence of those

zealots, but to wipe off a calumny, and to suit himself

prudently and friendly to the weak. Thus unfo the

Jews he became as a Jezv, thai he miglit gain the Jexcs ;

to them that are under the laiv, as under the lazv, that he

might gain them that are under the laiv, 1 Cor, ix. 20.

These things being duly considered, it is evident, no-

thing can be concluded from this passage for the conti-

nuance of circumcision among the converted Israelites.

XX^TI. From tlie Old Testament is objected Ezek.

xliv. 9. where the Lord, describing the state of the

church after the conversion of Israel, thus goes on ; Ko
stranger, imcircumciscd in heart, no7\ uncircumcised in

fiesh, shall enter into my sanctuary. By which words,

all who have a right to enter into the sanctuary, are re-

quired to have the circumcision both of flesh and heart.

If the question was about uncircumcision in general,

we might very plainly explain it of the depraved dispo-

sition of the unregeneratc heart. Nay, if the uncircum-

cision of the fiesh was expressly mentioned, nothing

could hinder us from taking a prophetic expression,

borrowed from the rites of the Old Testament, in a spi-

ritual sense. But when tlic uncircumcision both ot

fiesh and heart is distinctly mentioned, it seems alto-

gether necessary, we should certainly understand the

one spirituallv, but (lie other literally.

XXVJII. lu answer to this reasoning I offer the fol-

lowing considerations. ]. That the whole context of

Ezekiel concerning the building of a new temple, is

mystical and allegorical, and is expressed by similitudes

borrowed fi-cm the Old Testament, all which, as is sui-
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table to the state of the New Testament, are to be ex-

plained spiritually. 2. That though the uncircumctsion

of flesh and heart are distinct, yet they are both mysti-

cal. Surely uncircumcision mystically signifies any de-

praved disposition of man. Hence we-read of itncir-

cmncised lips, Exod. vi. i'2. and cai-s, Jer. vi. 10. Acts

Tii. 51. Nay, any impurity, even of those fruits which

God had forbid to be eaten, is called uncircumcision,"*^

Lev. xix. 23. The uncircumcision therefore of the

heart, in the mystical language of Ezekiel, signifies the

impurity of the heart a^nd inward affections j the uncir-

cumcision of the flesh, the impurity of the outward ac-

tions, performed by the body, according to the distinc-

tion of Paul, 2 Cor. vii. 1. lioth kinds of impurity are

to be laid aside by him, who would be reckoned to be-

long to the communion of the people of God. JVho

shall ascend into Ihc hill ofJcJiovaJi <' and loho shall stand-

in his holy place ? He that hath clean hands and a pure

itearf, Psal. xxiv. 3, 4. But vre are especially to take

notice, that the discourse here is not concerning the Is-

raelites, but concerning the strangers, who Avere to be

admitted into tlie sanctuary. They certainly shall have

their proper place in this new temple. Is. Ivi. 6, 7. and

not have reason to complain, JehoiKih hath utterh) sepa-

rated mefrom his people, ver. 3. But to impose upon

them, in the latter days, the necessity of circumcision,

Irom which they were free all the intetmediatc time, is,

as has been shewn, diametricalJy opposite to the doc-

trine of the apostles.

* The \vorcls arc, And ivhaijc shiill rmfc hilo tie lavJ, mul shallhnve

planted all manner of treesfor food, ttan ye shall eonnt thefuiit thereofas un-

circumeised : threeyears, it shall be as imc'iremncised vnloyon, it shall not be

eaten of. The meaning in general is, it shall be unclca.n, and not

to be eaten of, but cast awav, iind eour.lfd aboinir.able, as thfi

ibreskius were,
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C H A P. IX.

Qf the Passover.

THE whole doctrine o^ the passover.h^'a been Jeam-

€d]y and copiously, above what can well be expressed,

enfolded by the vtrj laborious Samuel Bochart, Hieru-

zok', lib. ii. c. 50. But because that most excellent

and invaluable book is rarely to be found in the hands

of the youth under our tuition, we have thought proper,

in this chapter, to exhibit Vv'hat he hath handled at large,

in a compendious way : yet in such a manner, as to

follow at times our own judgment, and now and then

intersperse what observations we have made from other

authors. We will therefore briefly run over these seven

particulars. I. The appellation of the passover. If.

Its time. III. Its place. IV. Its ministers. V, Its

guests. VI. Its rites. VII. Its mystery.

II. The natne PascJia is Chaldee, as Philo justly ob-

serves. In Hebrew it is called PesacJt, by the ancients

Phase and Pliasec. The root pasach signifies to pass

over. Jcsephus renders it huperbasia : Philo, dia-

BATERi A. Just as thcrc were also sacrifices calledybr

passage at Lacedcemon, that is, for the happy progres.s

of an expedition. Bat it is thus called, Pascha, be-

cause God, while he slew the first-born of the Egyp-

tians, passed over the doors of the Israelites, on seeing

the posts thereof sprinkled with the blood of the lamb,

Exod. xii. 13. Thus Is. xxxi. 5. God delivers Jerusa-

lem., hy passing over it, while he takes due vengeance

on other people. But the ternri Pascha is of various ac-

ceptations, "denoting, 1 . The parsing over of the angel,

who, v.'hile he smote the liist- born of the Egyptians,
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passed over the liouses of the Israelites. 2. The larnh,

which was slain in memory of this deliverance, Exod,

xii. 21. Killthe passover, hukexxn. 1. Then came the

day qfunlcaventd bread, when the passovcr must be killed,

3. The sacrifices then usually offered to God along with

the lamb, Deut. xvi. 2. Thou shalt sacrifice the passover

unto the Lord- fhjj God, of the flock and the herd, 4.

The festival days, on which these things were solemni-

zed, Luke xxii. 1. Now the feast of ualeavjcned bread

drew nigJi, which is called the passover. Seeing Christ

our Lord suffered at that time, hence some of the an-

cients, who were not acquainted with Hebrew litera-

ture, derived the naiTie Fascha from the Greek pasho,

/ sn^cr.

III. The time is expressly specified. Lev. xxiii. 5.

In the fourteenth day of thefirst month, at even {be-

tv^^ecn the two evenings) is the Lord's passover. Where
observe, 1. The month. 2. The day. 3. The hour

or time of the day. The month, Abib, is mentioned

Exod. xiii. 4. elsewhere called Nisan, Neh. ii. l.'Esth.

iii. 7. Abib signifies in Wobxcw 2in ear of corn, as yet

fjxsh or green. Hence was the name of the month ;

because in those ^v\'armer countries, and especially in

Judca, in that month, which answers partly to our

March, partly to our April, the standing corn necessa-

ry tor the support of life, is, according to Philo, begin-

ning to ripen ; and at that time the Israelites began to

put the sickle to the standing corn, Deut. xvi. 9. and

on the second dav of the paschal solemnity, they offer-

ed to God a handful of the first-fruits. But why the

same month is in Chaldee called Nisan, is not so evi-

dent. A great man conjectures, it ought to be written

Nissan, as is done by Josephus ; or the dagesch struck

out of the letter samech, to be made up by a long

vowi^I ^ Si Nej^sin is often put for Nisin, that i", stand-
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arch. And thus the appellation Kisan is very property

taken from the warlike ensigns or standards, with

which, in that month, they first took the field. And
this very time the Jews understand to be intended, 2

Sam. xi. 1. And it came to pass, that after the year xoas

expired, at the time when kings goforth to battte. For

a like reason, the two former spring-months were called

by the Bithynians Strateios and Areios, as by the

Romans Marti us, from Mars. But this month is

called the./frj-/, namely, of the sacred or ecclesiastical

year, from the exodus out of Egypt ; being otherwise

the seventh of the civil year, whose beginning was

about autumn, and whose first month was called Tisri.

And there was the express command of God for this,

Exod. xii. 2. This months namely Ahib, compare Exod.

xiii. 4. shall he unto you the beginning of months, it

shall be thefirst month of the year to you.

IV. The day of this first month set apart for the pas-

sover, was the fourteenth. The hours, or time of the

day, 'was bctxceen the tzuo evenikgs ; the one of which

w^as a little past noon, when the sun began to descend,

the other a little before the settinor of the sun. Not on-

ly the Hebrews distinguished their evenings in this

manner, as may be seen in Buxtorf's lexicon under the

word NGALAL ; but also souic of the Greeks, accord-

ing to the testimony of Eustathius, ad lib. xvii. Odyss.

" According to the ancients the evening is twofold ,;

for the late evening, according to them, is the latter

part of the evening towards sun-set, the other the early

evening, the first of the evening, following just upon

noon." See also Hesychius under the word Dei le.

Within the compass therefore of that time, in which

the sun begins to decline, and in which he sets, the

passover v/as to be slain and roasted, that it might be

eaten on the beginning of the fifteenth day, which was
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at suii-set. Josephus says, that the paschal lambs

were killed, from the vinth Jiour till the ekventhy that

is, from three in the afternoon till five. Bell. Jud. lib.

vii. c. 17.

V. As to the place ; the passover was celebrated the

first time in Egypt, Exod. xii. 21. then in the wilder-

jiess of Sinai, Numb. ix. 5. And in Egypt, indeed,

every one slew it in his own house, as there was no al-

tar, no place set apart for God there. But after the

exodus none were allowed to kill the passover any

where, but in the place which God had chosen ; as is

expressly enjoined, Dcut. xvi. 5, 6. But that place

was not Jerusalem only, after Solomon built the tem-

ple there, but also the very court of the temple, Vv'here

they usually killed the other sacrifices. For God plac-

ed his name, and caused it to dwell not so much in the

whole city, as in the temple. The Jews all agree in

this: They kill the passover us they do ofiter sacrifices,

only in tlie court of the temple, says Maimonides, lib. de

Pasch. c. 1. sect, 3. And a very learned English author

has shewn, that this is confessedly the opinion of the

Karaites, or scripturarian doctors of the Jev/s.

VI. And the reason is obvious : for every-onc knows,

it was not allowed to kill the sacrifices but in the court

of the temple. But that the passover was a real sacri-

,/icey is evident from the following arguments. 1. Be-

cause the scripture in express words calls its sacrifice,

Exod. xii. 27. It is tJie sacrifce of Jehovah's passover.

Though this word in other places, denotes any feast

whatever, made up of slain animals, as Prov. xvii. 1.

yet that it is here to be taken in its most common and

sacred sense, we gather from this ; because the paschal

sacrifice was a type of that most real sacrifice of Christ,

concerning which Paul savs^ i Cor. v. 7. Chri^-t cur

Vol. III. V



150- Of tke Passover.

passover zr'AvjJiE, is sacrificed for vs. Josephus and

Philo likewise ever)' where call the paschal lambs thu-
"siAT, or THUJVTATA, that is, according to the interpre-

tation of P^uffinus, lioslicc, sacrifices. 2. Because the

persons, celebrating the passover, are said to offer tlie

offering to Jehovah, Numb. ix. 7, 13. 3. Because the

blood of the paschal lamb, as of a true sacrifice was of-

fered to the Lord. Which may be gathered from the

words of Moses, Exod. xxiii. 18, Thou shall not qfkr

the blood of my sacrifice zvith leavened bread, neither

shall thefat of my sacrifice remain nntil the morning :

ol my sacrifice, that is, of my passover, as even Onke-

jos has it, the blood of my sacrifice, and Jonathan, the

blood of the libation of my passover. And a parallel

passage, Exod. xxxiv. 25. Thou shall not offer the blood

of my sacrifice zvith leaven, neither shall the sacrifice of

thefeast of passover be left unto the ?norning. 4. Be-

cause the blood of the paschal lamb was sprinkled as

well as the blood of the other sacrifices. In 2 Chron.

xxx. 16. speaking of the passover, it is said, that the

priests sprinkled the blood, which they received from

the hands of the Levites : also chap. xxxv. 11. And
they killed the passover, and the priests sprinkled the blood

from their hands. And none is ignorant, that this be-

longs to a sacrifice. Maimonides observes well on this

occasion, that the sprinkling is of great importance, as

being the foundation of the offering. And Peter allud-

ing to this, says, that we are elected unto sprinkling of

the blood of Jesiis Christ, 1 Pet. i. 2. As therefore wc
liave a more clear representation of the sacrifice of

Clu'ist in .the passover, besides so many arguments, it is

plain, we are by all means to assert, that the passover

was a true sacrifice. And if so, it could not be properly

kJDcd any where, but in the conrt of the temple.
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VII. The straitncss of time and place Is in vain ob-

jected : as if it was not possible, within tlie compass of

the two evenings, to present and offer at one altar, so

many thousand lambs. Concerning the prodigious

number of these, see an extraordinary history or fabb

in Lightfoot on John xii. 12. For that the court of the

temple was very cxten^iive, appears from the twenty-

two thousand oxen, and a hundred and twcntv thou-

sand sheep, which Solomon offered there at the dedica-

tion of the temple, 1 Kings viii. 65. and the sacrifices

without number ofi'ered by the rest of ihe people, 2

Chron. v. 6. Moreover, there were very many and ex-

peditious priests at leisure, for four hours, if circum-

stances so required, to be employed in offering these

lambs. And those very persons, who tell us, there was

such a prodigious num.ber of paschal lambs, at the same

time tell us, that the number could not be ascertained,

but by the calculation made by the priests, who offered

in the court.

VIII, The mhiislcrs here w'ere, 1. The common
people. 2. The Lcvites, 3. The priests. It belong-

ed to the co.-nmon 'people not only to bring the paschal

sacrifices to the priests, but also, if they pleased, to kill

them. Vv'hich Philo, after the manner of orators, ex-

aggerates, when he writes, lib. de deciilogo : " That at

the feast ot the passovcr every one indiscriminately sa-

crificed, the lavv granting, on one extraordinary day

once a-year, the office of priest to the whole people, to

offer sacrifices for themselves." God himself seems to

have granted that privilege to all the people, Exod.xii.

6. J/ul (he wJiole asseinhhj of the congrei^adon of Israel

shall kill it. Nor was this peculiar to tjie passovcr, as

Philo speaks, but allowed to the common people in the

case ot any other sacrifice, namely, to kill the sacrifices,

even the most holy, whether for themselves, for private
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persons, or for the whole congregation ; as jMaimonl-

des has more accurately observed than Philo, de ingress.

sacerd. in sunct. c. 9. § 14. and the? thing is clear from

scripture. See concerning the burnt-offering, Lev. i.

3, 4, 5. concerning the peace-offering, Lev. iii. 2. and

concernii^g the sin-offering. Lev. iv. 24.

IX. But when private persons did not chuse to kill

^he passover, or were not allowed on account of un-

cleanness, the Levites were substituted for this work,

in their room, because they were more skilful and ex-

peditious. We have an example, 2 Chron. xxx. 17.

Fur there roere many in the congregfliion thai xcere not

sanctified; therefore the Levites had the charge of the

killing of the passovcrs,fcr every one that was not clean,

to sanctify tliem unto the Lo?rL Similar to this is the

passage Ezra vi. 20.

X. The business of the priests was to sprinkle at the

altar the blood received from the common people or

the Levites, as we have already shewn from 2 Chron.

xxx. 16. and xxxv. 1 1. They also alone burnt the fat

on. the altar, as the Jews constantly assert. Instead of

all others let us only hear ^laimonides, de pasch. c. i.

§ 14, who, after he had described a large circle of

priests around the altar, with basons of gold and silver,

adds, when any of them had killed the passover, the

blood was received in a bason by tlic next priest, wiio

was fo deliver it to a second, and so on, till it came to

the priest next the alrar, who poured it out at once at

the bottom of the altar, and returned the bason empty,

which he had received full. After the blood wss pour-

ed out, as he says elsewhere, § 6. they strip the pas-

chal lamb of his skin, and opening his belly, take out

the fat on the inwards, and burn it leisurely, as in every

sacrifice. V/hich thcv miirhi; do, durin<r the whole
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night, till the morning-dawn. Which is a further con-

firmation, that the passover was a true sacrifice.

•XI. As to the guests ; they were, in the first place,

all true-born Israelites, if ihcy were not excluded by

legal uncleanness. For, Excd. xii. (), 47. all the am-

gregalion vf Israel is commanded to solemnize the pass-

over. And then the proselytes, who xcere circiunclsed

and became Jews, Esth. viii. 17. whether they were

bond-men born in the house, or bought with money, or

mercenary, or inmates of the land of Canaan, subject

to no bondage, or in fine, those whom they called pro-

selytes of righteousness, who, upon being circumcised

also, had a riglit to eat the passovor, Exod. xii. 48,

And ivhcn a. stranger shall sojourn ::ith thee, and Ik'iH

keep the passover to Jehovah, let all his males be circum-

cised, and tlien let him come near and keep it ; and he

shall be' as one that is born in the land : for no iincii-

cumcised person shall eat thereof.

XII. It is a question, whether women Vs^ere likevvise

excluded by the same law, that the uncircumcised

were ; especially as the law commanded the males only

to repair to the three festivals, Exod. xxiii. 17. and

xxxiv. 23. Deut. xvi. 16. It would seem, they were

not. 1. Because women cannot be numbered among
the uncircumcised, nor accounted as such ; for circum-

cision did not belong to them, but they were reckoned

along with tl^eir circumcised parents or husbands.

2. Because rJl the congregation of Israel, as we have

just she\A'-n, is com.manded to celebrate the passovcr.

But the women make a part of tliis congregation, Deur.

xxix. 1 J . S. That the women, together with the men,

celebrated these solemn festivals, appears fiom the ex-

ample of Elkanah, who yearly carried with him his two

wives, \\\'Ci\ his sons and daugliters, to Shiioh to the so-

lemn festivals^ 1 Sam. i. 3, 4. Joseph also and tbc holy
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virgin repaired yearly to Jerusalem to the feast of the

passover, Luke ii. 41. From which it appears, that

the same thing may be concluded concerning all the

pious v^'omen in those times. 4. From a parity of rea-

r.on : because in other eucharistical sacrifices, or peace-

ofterings, women also had their portion : thus Elkanah

gave to his wife Peninnah, and to all her sons and

daughters, parts of the sacrifice ; but to Hannah, whom
he loved, a ^Vorthy, a double portion, 1 Sam. i. 4, 5.

When David hkev^-ise offered eucharistical sacrifices, he

dealt out a part of them to all Israel, as well to the wo-

men as men, 2 Sam. vi. 18. And the daughters of the

priests ate of the sacred food, Numb.>xviii. 11, 19.

And why may we not suppose, that women also par-

took of the passover, which was a kind of eucharistical

sacrifice, or peace-oifering ? 5. We add the testimony

of iSIaimonides, who says, that Vv'omen were not only

admitted to the paschal feasts, but also at times there

WMs a company, u^hich consisted only of women, de

pasell, c, 2. § 5.

XIII. We must not, however, omit here the obser-

vation of the Rabbins, v.'ho distinguish between the

command concerning the passover, and concerning tlic

not eating leavened bread. They say, that all were ab-

solutely bound to this last, females as well as males.

This law, not to eat leavened bread, Exod. xiii. 3. is,

say they, " at every time and in every place equally

binding en males and females." See Flottinger, jus

Ilebr. sect. 4. § 22. But the command concerning

womcns appearing at Jerusalem to keep the passover,

is no where to be found in express terms. Hence it is

said in Tcim. llierosol. tract. KiddiiscJiiiu.fol. 6\. col.

3. " The passover of women is a discretionary thing."

But those women who Vv-ere led by a zeal tor religion^

v/ere accustomed to present themselves before God,
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5n order to partake of this sacritice^ Lightfoot ad Luc.

n. 43.

XIV. The guests who partook of the paschal lamb,

are commanded to meet, by houses or families, Exod.

xii. 3. Tlicij shall take to them every man a lamb, ac-

cording to tJie house of theirfathers, a lambfor an house.

But if a house had not a number sufficient to consume

a lamb, the neighbours were to be called in, till a just

number was made up, ver. 4. The Jewish masters

took care, that the number of guests should not be un-

der ten, nor aboye twenty. Which Jonathan's para-

phrase on iLxod. xii. 4. and Josephus de belt. Jad. lib.

17. c. 7. observe. In those companies or societies, cal-

led PHRATRiAs, by Josephus, by the Hebrews che-

BEROTH, men and women sat down together, old men
and young, whole and sick, masters and servants ; in

fine, every Jew, that could eat a morsel of flesh, not

excluding even young children.

XV. They who were legally unclean, whether by

touching a dead body, or by a leprosy, or whose seed

w^cht from them, or by any other accident, and women
in their monthly courses, wxrc debarred from the pass-

over. Numb. ix. 6. Persons thus polluted, till the time

for their purification was elapsed, were not permitted to

taste the flesh either of the paschal Iamb, or of any

peace-offering, under pain of being cut off. Lev. xxii.

S, &c. And therefore the Jews, being to eat the pass-

over, would not enter the judgment-hall, lest they

should be polluted, John xviii. 28. But, under king

Hezekiah, many tribes of Israel broke this Iaw% for a

great part of them had not sanctified themselves as they

ought. Yet God, being appeased upon fhe prayer of

the pious king, forgave those who were truly convert-

ed, 2 Chron. xxx. 17, &c.

XVI. But lest they who are unclean, at the time of
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tr.?.t passover, should be deprived of such an excellent

sacrament tor a whole year, a second pf.ssover was, at

God's command, appointed for them in the second

month ; on v\ hich a person on a journey afar oft, was
bound to attend, if he was not able to come to Jerusa-

lem, at the stated time c^ the passover, Numb. ix. lO,

1 !. The Jewish masters fix * a Journey afar off, at

lifteen miles without the walls of Jerusalem ; so that a

person at that distance from the city on the fourteenth

d,ay of the month, might lawfully keep the second pas-

iiover. But why should he not rather set out on the

preceding day, in order to be at the feast, and not suf-

fer him.self to be straitened in time ? For if any one,

who set out on a journey was retarded by the invinci-

ble slowness of his beasts, or by a disorder in his feet,

or any accident of the like nature, such a person was not

accounted to be on a journey afar off, but to be anos,
delai/?€d bj/ force. Philo therefore, de vita AIos/s, lib.

S. seems to have better understood the meaning of this

law, v\hen he applies the following things to those,

*' who, on account of a journey afar off, are 'hindered

from sacrificing with the rest of the nation. For," says

he, " they who travel, and live in other parts of the

world, are not guilty of any sin, for which they are de-

prived of the common honor with the rest. Especially

as one country cannot contain so populous a nation, but

]s obliged to send out colonies into many places." Con-

cerning this second passover of the unclean, there are

fine things in Selden, de synedrils, lib. 2. r. 1.

* Ainsworth makes the following remark upon this. The He-
Lrew of thi'; word qf'ar off h&ih. extraordinary pricks over it for spe-

cial consideratitfti. Hereb}' the Lord might signify, that we Gen-

tiles who were unclean, even dead in trespasses and sins, and erfar

cff^ Eph. ii. 1,13. should be made nigh by the blood of Christ,

and so partakers of him, the second passover, who oow^ 'u sacrificed

jfYus, I Cor. V. 7-.
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X^^II. In the riles prescribed by Moses,, there are

five things to be observed. 1. The appointment of th^

paschal lamb. 2. The preparation. 3. The slaying.

4. The roasting. 5. The eating of it.

XVm. The paschal beast was to be sjeh, a small

cattle or beast, a lamb or kid, Exod. xii. 3. for that name
is common to both, Detit. xiv. 4. Ye shall eat a small

beast, of sheep, and of goats: thus also, Exod. xii. ^.

it is emphatically added, I't^ shall take it out from the

sheep, orfrom the goats. However it is probable, that

the pious used this liberty, in such a manner, that they

more frequently offered a lamb, as a more acceptable

sacrifice to God, because in sheep there is a greater de-

gree of meekness, docility, and innocence. And there-

fore it is, that though Christ is in so many different pla-

ces proposed to us under the type of a lamb, yet we
never once observe, that he is pointed out under the de-

nomination of a kid. And therefore Theodoret, qiia-st.

24. in Exod. >£cems not to have given a bad explication

of the meaning of the lawgiver :
" That he who has a

sheep, should offer it ; but he who has none, should

offer a kid."

XIX. We are not to think that oxen w-ere made use

of in the paschal sacrifice, strictly so called ; though iij

scripture even they are called by the name of the'passo-

ver : as Deut. xvi. 2. Tho2i shalt therefore sacrifice the

passpver unto the Lord thy God, of theflock aiid the herd;

and 2 Chron. xxxv. 8. They gave unto the priests fop
the passover-oferings izvo thousand and six hundred small

cattle, arid three hundred oxen : and again, ver. 9-

They gave luito the Levites, for passover-offerings, five

thousand small cattle, and five hundred oxen. The ap-

pellation passover, when it comprehends oxen, is taken

in a larger sense, and then denotes those peace-offer-

VOL. Ill, W
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ings, which were killed at the possover-festival, in or-

der to feast on them with joy, before Jehovah. Thus,

in the solemn passover under King Hezekiah, they did

eat iJiroughoni thefeast, seven days, offering peace-of-

ferings, 2 Chron. xxx. 22. To this also, it seems, we
should apply, what John relates, John xviii. 28. that

the Jev7S wQuJd not enter the judgment-hall, lest they

should be deffled ; hut that they might eat the passover :

not certainly the paschal lamb, which they had eaten,

at the same time that Christ did, the. day before ; but

the sacrifices, that were usually offered, for the seven

days of the feast, which were hence also called /j^'i'j"-

overs. We therefore infer, that the sacrifice appropiat-

ed to the passover, consisted of a lamb, or a kid only,

XX. The Lawgiver requires three things, in the

lamb, or kid, to be offered ; that it be sound, a male,

and of thefirst year, Exod. xii. 5. To be sound, signi-

fies to be without defect, and blemish. Lev. xxii\ \9,

20, 21. The blemishes in a sacrifice are described at

large, ver. 22. God would have a male, because the

more excellent things are to be offered to him ; but a

male is more excellent than a female, Mai. i. 14. In

fine, it was to be the son of a year, or of the first year.

By which expression is not meant a lamb come to, but

short of his first year. For every beast was, from its

eighth day, pure, or fit for sacrifice, Exod. xxii. 30.

Lev. xxii. 27. From the eighth day therefore, if we
regard this general law, a lamb might be offered, till it

completed its first year. After which the Jewish mas-

ters exclude it from sacrifice. Yet to me it seems

more natural, by a lamb of the first year, to understand

that which is almost a year old, at which time it is

come to its proper size, and its most grateful relish.

Nor can I imagine that the ancient believers were so

minutely nice in calculating the time, that they account-
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ed their Iambs profane, directly on the commencement

<5f the second year ; or that they set down the nativity

of their cattle, in journals. Jest they shouJd mistake if.

a. minute.

XXI. The preparation of the paschal lamb consisted

in the keeping it up, or setting it apart, which v.^as

done on the tenth day, and continued until the four-

teenth, on which it was to be killed, Exod. xii. 3. The

Jews give the following reasons for this command. 1

.

Lest they should forget it^ if they delayed it, and took

no care about it, till the very moment of their depar-

ture, since they would then be hurried with a variety

of business. 2. That they might more exactly observe,

whether the lamb had any blemish. 3. That they

might have an opportunity, from the sight of the lamb,

to converse together concerning their redemption out of

Egypt. 4. That they might have time to prepare them-

selves for keeping the approaching solemnity.

XXII. The killing of the lamb follow^ed upon its se-

paration : Exod. xii. 6. And llie ivJiolc congregation of

the children of Israel shall kill if. The blood w'as to be

received in a bason, and a bunch of hyssop, to be dipt

therein, with which they were to strike or sprinkle the

lintel, and the two side-posts of the house, ver. 22.

The lintel, I say, not the threshold, lest those that pass-

ed, should trample under foot the sacred blood, which

was instead both of a sacrifice and a sacrament. For

why should not true religion have the same effect on

them, thjat superstition had on the people of Ashdod,

who, for a long time, Avould not tread on the threshold

of their temple, after Dagon had fallen on his face

upon it ? 1 Sam. v. 5, God himself shews the reason

of this sprinkling, Exod. xii. 13. And the blood shall be

toyouforatolicn upon the liouses where you are : and

ichen I see tjic bloody Iivillpass orf: you, and theplains-
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shall not be upon you lo dcstroij you^ idien I smite th€

land of Egypt. Not that there was any natural efficacy

in the blood of the lamb, or that God stood in need of

a sign, to distinguish his own people, STim.ii. 19.

But this sign was given to the Hebrews, that thereby

they might be confirmed and assured of their deliver-

ance, Heb. xi. 28. Tln^ough faith Moses kept the pass-

ovc:r, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed

the first-born, should touch them.

XXIII. God gave a command about roasting it,

Exod. xii. 9. Eat not of it raiv, nor sodden at all with

water, but roast tcithfire. First, God forbids the eat-

ing it razv. Not that this is to be understood of what

is quite raw : for the Israelites knew this of themselves.

They were not so voracious, as usually to feed on flesh

altogether undressed. It is therefore meant of that

which is not sodden or roasted enougli\ as the Jewish

masters well explain it. For, in that great hurry with

which the first passover was enforced, and in so great

a number of paschal lambs, it might easily happen, that

some of them might be only half done, or scorched, un-

less the lawgiver had provided against it, by an express

command. A thing not without its mystery, as we
shall presently see. But it was not sufficient to have

the lamb perfectly done, unless also done in that m.anner

which God prescribed, namely, roasted, not boiled. This

was quite otherwise, than in the other peace-offerings,

whose flesh was customarily boiled, in order to be eaten,

both by the people and the priests, even at the paschal

«olemnity. AVhcreforc, 2 Chron. xxxv. 13. these things

are accurately distinguished : And they roasted the pass-

over ivith frc, according to tlie ordinance, but the other

holy oflyings sod they in pots, and in caldrons, and in.

lyaiis. Wliere observe^, that in both cases the word ba-
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SHAL is used, to shew, that it is applied both to boiling

and roasting, according to the nature of the subject.

XXIV. The roasting is followed by the eating it.

Where, first, we are to observe the dress or attire of

those who were to eat it, which they were to do, with

their loins girded, their shoes on their feet, and their

staff in their hand, Exod. xii. 1 1. which is the dress of

travellers, and of those who undertake something labori-

ous. For the garments of the orientals, being long and

flowing, and generally ungirded, were to be tucked up,

when either they addressed themselves to a journey, or

some laborious work, that they might be no impedi-

ment to them, 2 Kings iv. 29. And a. perso?i gh'dcd

does not seldom denote an mdustrious pcrso-ii, whom
the Greeks call euzonos aner, a ?uan well gm/ed,

and the Hebrews CH ALU TZ. iVnd none is ignorant,

that a siq^^ is proper for a journey, as travellers are

thereby supported in dangerous places, and defend

themselves with it against aggressors and v/ild beasts ^

see Gen. xxxii. 10. Mark v. 8. Nor was the rod of

Moses, which is so celebrated, any thing but a travel-

ler's staff, Exod. iv. 2.

XX\^. Their being commanded to eat the passover,

with shoes on theirfeet, seems to be to the same pur-

pose. For it is probable, while the Israelites were in

Egypt, they were generally without shoes ; at least they

did not use them daily, during their severe bondage.

As in the flcurisliing state of the Jews, we have exaiu-

pies of persons being unshod, even in Judca. As this

want of shoes was less liazardous to the Israelites in

Egypt, "-God was, pleased to provide them with sh.ues,

whcu they were now to undertake a tedious, liard, and

rougli journey. In other cases, one's being baio-lv.ot-

ed, was a sign of submission and devotion, Exod. iii. 5.

llencc that saying of the Pv ihao-oric scboclj '' Do thy
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religious worship and adoration, bare-footed." And
Berenice, the sister of King Agrippa, came bare-footed

before the tribunal, to prefer her suit to Florus, who
exercised great cruelties against the Jews, Joseph de

bell. Jud. lib. ii. c, 15. This putting on of shoes, was

not therefore a part of religious worship, but a symbol

of their approaching journey.

XXVI. We shall not grudge to subjoin, because of

the affinity of the subject, what Zaba Zago relates, in

Damlanus a Goes, concerning the manners of the Ethi-

opians. He affirms, they cannot enter their churches

but unshod. Because, says he, the Ethiopic churches

are not like that country, where the people of Israel ate

the paschal lamb, on their departure out of Egypt, in

which place God commanded them to eat it with shoes

on their feet, and their loins girded, on account of the

defilement of the country ; but are like mount Sinai,

where God spoke to Moses, saying, Moses, Muses, put

off thy shoesfrom off thy feet,for the place zJiereon thou

siandest is holy ground. And this mount Sinai is the

parent, from which our churches have derived their ori-

gin ;
just as the apostles from the prophets, and th(|i

New Testament from the Old. Thus far he : but the

observation appears to me to be idle and silly iJike those

to which the easterns are too much addicted.

XXVU. But to return from this digression : More-

over, God was, Exod- xii. pleased to command them

to eat the passover^ with unleavened bread,: and bitter

hei-hs. Plutarch relates, that, among the Romans, the

Flamen Diahs, or priest of Jupiter, was forbid the use

of leaven, in Barest. lioman. Because as leaven arises

from a state of corruption^ so also v/hen it is mixed, it

corrupts the himp. Nor was only the paschal lamb to

be eaten with unleavened bread, but God commanded

the Israeiites to abstain from leaven, for whole seven
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days, Exod. xii. 15. Since the five intermediate days

of these sdven were working days, God ordered the

first and last to be accounted festival : for as on the first

they were set at liberty from such a hard and grievous

bondage, so on the seventh the Red Sea swallow'ed up

Pharaoh and all his host. And this divine institution

served to perpetuate the memory of both these among
his people. But of what sort these bitter herbs were,

we are neither much incfined to incpiire, nor is it of

great importance. Whoever would know the opinions

of, the Jewish masters on this head, may consult our

great author, Bochart. We hasten to other matters.

XXVIII. God also forbid them to break so much as

a bone of the paschal lamb, Exod. xviii. 46. Numb. ix.

12. This law seems likewise to have a reference to

their being commanded to eat it in haste ; for they who
are in a hurry don't spend time in breaking and taking

the marrow out of the bones. But a mystery also lay-

concealed, in this law, of which presently.

XXIX. There was another law, not to leave any of

the flesh of the lamb until the morning, but to burn

what remained thereof, Exod. xii. 10. Of this kind

were the laws in all sacred feasts, see Exod. xvi. 19.

Lev. vii. 15. and Lev. xxii. 30. excepting only the

flesh of the offering of a vo\y, or a voluntary offering.

Lev. vii. 16, 17. The design of these laws was to pre-

serve the sacred food from corruption, and from being

put to profane uses. In thtc Iamb, they were to take

special care, that its remains should neither hinder nor

clog the Israelites, who were now to depart ; nor yield

matter of derision to the Egyptians, nor become a prey

to dogs ; and perhaps also to prevent their becoming an

object of idolatry, as the brazen serpent \vas.

XXX. Moreover, God commanded, that none

should go (put at the door of his house until the morn-
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ingy Exod. xii. 22. lest they should meet with the de-

stroying angel, who, indeed, could have distinguished

the Israelites, even out of their houses ; but they w^ere

to be taught, that their safety consisted in keeping them-

ss^elves, as it were, under the protection of the blood of

the lamb, with which they had sprinkled the posts of

their doors. If they had rejected this sacrament of their

security, they would thereby have also rendered them-

selves unw^orthy of the grace that was represented by

that sign.

XXXI. In fine, it was ordained to be eaten in one

house, and none of the flesh to be carried out, Exod.

xii. 46. This_ law seems to be joined with ver. 4. in

which those families, which w^ere so small, as not to be

able to eat a whole lamb, are commanded to join with

their neighbouring families. But here lest any should

think, that the lamb could be halved, and one half car-

ried out to the absent family, the law directs two fami-

lies joined together, to eat the lamb in one house, and

carry none of its flesh abroad. Because so salutary a

victim could not be divided ; and nothing but an entire

lamb, in every house, could rescue that house from the

iminent destruction.

XXXII. But we are to observe, that some of those

ceremonies were perpetual j as the killing, roasting, and

eating the lamib, with unleavened bread, and bitt<^r

herbs, without breaking a bone, &:c. others again w^erc

used only once, and no where else but in Egypt. To
this may we reckon, 1. The law concerning the keep-

ing up the lamb for the space of four days, before it was

to be killed. God would have this done in Egypt, lest

the Israelites, when among their enraged enemies,

shoukl not have lambs, if they were obliged to look out

for them, only at the very last : but in Judea they had

nothing to fear of this kind : and it would have been no
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«•asy matter for those who came a great way to tlie city,

to provide themselves precisely at that time, as tlie

greatest part did not come till the preparation for the

feast, or at most the day before, and then purchased

from those Vv^ho usually exposed lambs to sale in the

temple, John ii. 13, 14. It also appears, from the his-

tory * of Christ's last passover, tliat the disciples asked

their master, only on the first day of unleavened bread,

Wheix' iviit (hou that zve go and pj-eparc, tliat ifiuu mayst

eat the passover ? Mark xiv. 12. Consequently they

had not kept up a lamb four days before. 2. The law

concerning striking the lintie and side posts with the

blood of the lamb : because the reason which God gave

for this command, could only respect Egypt, Exod. xii.

12, 13. And from 2 Chron. xxx. 15, 16. and chap.

XXXV. 5, 6, 10, 11. we learn, that, in Judea, the pas-

chal lambs were killed in the court of the temple, and

there their blood was poured out. Nor does it appear

that any part of this blood was carried into private hous-

es, .to be sprinkled on their door-posts. 3. The law

concerning the eating the passover, wath their loins

girded, wnth shoes on their feet, a staff in their hands,

and with haste. Because these things had a respect to

that long and tedious journey they were in a few

hours to take : but after they had performed that jour-

ney, they ate it quietly and ungirded, not standing, but

sitting, not in haste, but at leisure ; as is plain from th3

example of Christ, who sat down on a couch, in an up-

per room, with his disciples. 4. The law not to stir

abroad out of their houses, lest they should meet the de-

stroying angel ; as in like manner appears from the ex-

ample of Christ, and his disciples, who, in that very

night in which they kept the passover, repaired to the

mount of Olives, Alatth. xxvi. 20.

Vol. III. X
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XXXIII. It now remains, that we explain, and

briefly shew the viystery of the passover, and to what

all this pomp of ceremonies tended. And in general,

it is certain, that two benefits were shadowed forth

thereby ; the one temporary, and peculiar to the people

of Israel ; the other eternal, and common to all true be-

lieveis in Christ. On the former we lihall cursorily

hint a few things j on the latter be more distinct and

explicit.

XXXIV. And, 1. The very name Pascha, which,

as we have said, signifies a passing over, reminded the

Israelites of the angel who passed over their houses,

v/ithout touching them, in that night on which he fell

on the Egyptians, in such a manner, that not a house

v^'as free from the slaughter, Exod. xli. 30. 2. The

bitter herbs with which they were to eat the lamb, sig-

nified the bitter life they had led in Egypt, under hard

bondage, in mortar, and in brick, Exod. i. 14. so that

they justly might cry out, as they afterwards did in the

Babylonish captivity. Lam. iii. 15. \h?it\hty xcerefiled

with bitterness, and made drunken zcith xconmvood.

This they testified in the passover, saying to each other,

as Maimonides depasch. c. ii. § 40. relates, " We have

eaten that bitter thing, because the Egyptians embitter-

ed the life of our fathers in Egypt, as is written, Exod.

i. 14." 3. The unleavened bread also, which was but

little grateful to the palate, was eaten for the same end.

Wherefore the master of the family, when he distribut-

ed the pieces of it to his domestics, addressed them

thus : Tins is the bread of affliction, zchich onrfathers

did eat in the land of Egypt, in the very words of jMo-

ses, Deut. xvi. 3. They therefore set down the unlea-

vened bread only in pieces, because not whole, but

pieces of bread are given to the poor. 4. Most of the

'r>rher rites signified to the Israelites, that, being now
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called to liberty by God, they were as soon as possible

to betake themselves out of that state of bondage. And
therefore they were commanded to eat in a standing

posture, with their loins girded, with shoes on their feet,

and leaning on their staves, and in haste, because that

very moment they were to depart. They were not to

eat it boiled, but roasted, that being sooner done ; and

with unleavened bread, that they might not slip the op-

portunity of departing, should they stay till the lump

was leavened. 5. However, as it is necessary to ex-

plain dumb signs by words ; so, when tlieir children

asked, what this ceremony meant, they were command-

ed to answer. This in tilt sacrifice of the Lord's pas'so-

vei; zdio passed over the houses of the children of Israel

zn Egypt, Tvhe?i he smote the Egyptians, and delivered

our houses, Exod. xii. 27.

XXXV. But a deeper mystery was vailed under

these things, of which wc are now to speak. And that

we may do it with greater exactness, we will shew, that

four things are represented by this sacrament. I. The

very person of Christ. II. The sufferings he bore for

us. III. The fruits of his sufferings. IV. The manner

we are madq partakers ot them.

XXXVI. The scriptures frequently represent the

PERSON of Christ under the type of the Lamb, John,

i. 29, 36. on account of his meekness and humility,

Matth.xi. 29. the simplicity of his m.anners, 1 Pet. i. 19.

his extraordinary patience. Is. liii. 7. which was the

more amazinir in him, that thouo-h he was able to take

vengeance and deliver himself, yet he voluntarily sub-

rnitted, and, by an astonishing transformation, from tb.e

Lion of the tribe of Judah became a Lamb : and thus

Samson's riddle wasfuHiiKd in Christ, Out of tiw eutcx

cameforth meat, ami out of the stroiig cameforth sueet'-

ness, Judg. xlv. M. This same lamb feeds us with his
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flesh, gives us his blood to drink, and in fine, clothes us

with his wool, Rom. xiii. 14. Gal. iii. 27. But thert:

were peculiar circumstances in the paschal lamb.

XX-XVIL For, 1. As the lamb wa's taken out of the

flock, so also was Christ from aniong his brethren,

Deut. xviii, 15. being a partaker ofjcsli and blood, and

in all things like unto his brethren, Heb. ii. 14, 17. 2.

The lamb was to be perfect j Christ in like manner is

a lamb icithout blemisJiy and xvitlwut spot, 1 Pet. i. 19.

zoho, through tJie eternal Spirit, offered himself without

spot to God, Ileb. ix. 14. 3. The same lamb was to

be a male, a symbol of vigour, strength, and excellency.

So Christ also is that rnan, Jer. xxxi, 22. the ?nan~child.

Rev. xii. 5. 4. It was to be of the first year, that is,

young, and of a most grateful savour, and of the great-

est vigour; in order to represent, 1. That Christ was

not to continue long among men, but to be cut off in

the flower of his ajje. 2. That he is the sweetest food

of the soul, beyond all the daintaies of this world. Cant.

v. 16. 3^ That his sacrifices is of perpetual, and of the

greatest efficacy. 5. Nor is it in vain, that the lamb

was, for the space of four days, separated from the fold.

Thus also it was with Christ, if we reckon prophetic

days for years, see Ezck. iv. 6. For, at his thirteenth

year, he left his motlier's house, as a told* where he

was born and brought up, and was crucified the fourth

after. But it likewise deserves observation, that Christ

came to Jerusalem to the feast, artd to his last passover,

on that very day on which God had commanded the

lamb to be kept up in Egypt ; namely the tenth of the

month Nisan. For, six days before the passover, he

came to Bethany, John xii. 1. that is, on the ninth of

the month Nisan -: the day after, he went to Jerusalem,

ver. 11. to present himself to be offered to God.
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XXXVIII. Let us now consider the sufferings

of Christ, the manner, place, and time, these being ;Ul

signified by the possover. .

XXXIX» As to the manner, 1 . The lamb was to be

killed, and that by the whole multitude of the congre>

gation of Israel. So the priests, scribes, and Pharisees,

with the whole body of the people, conspired to the

slaying of Christ ; for not being satisfied with mockingSj

smitings, and scourgings, they ceased not till he was

given up to death, Luke xxiii. 18. and they cryed ouL

oil at once, saying, Aivay :vilh this man. 2. There is

likewise an argument as to the kind of death. For as

the blood of the lamb, so that of Christ was also shed ;

both for the people. K^or was the blood of the lamb

poured out on the ground, but, a^ something precious,

received in a bason ; because it represented the precious

hluod of Christ, as of a lamb zfiihoiit spot, 1 Pet. i, 19.

For that blood is the perpetual treasure of the church,

which Christ even at this day offers to the Fadicr, and

is for ever to offer, or present. 3. The lamb was not

to be eaten raw, or not sufficiently done. Christ was

also to suffer indeed, and not in a superficial manner.

His cup was not to pass, till it v\^as drunk up to the

bottom. 4. The roasting of the lamb at the fire, ex-

presses the, burning heat of divine wrath, justly kindled

against sinners, with which Christ, who preserited hin;-

self as Surety for sinners, was to be scorched. Hence
those complaints, Psal. xxii. 14, 15. My licarL is likr

zva.r, it is melted in the midst rf my boicels : my streug^ th

is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue cltaveth to my
j'dics. See what we have observed concerning the }>c-

culiar manner of the roasting, book II, chap. 10. "§ -6

XL. The /)/«C6- where both the pa'ssover and Clirist

was slain, is exactly the same. For the paschal lamb

was, from the days cf David, to be killed at Jerusalem j
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the place which God had chosen for himself, to cause

his Dame to dwell there. But it was there that Christ

suffered, as himself foretold ; It cannot be, that a pro-

phet perish out cij' Jerusalem, Luke xiii. 33.^ And Luke
xviii. 31. Behold we go up to Jerusalem, and all things

that are lailten by the prophets concerning the Son of

man, shall be accomplished.

XLI. There is also a manifest similitude with respect

to the time. The passover was killed in the middle of

the month Nisan, at the full moon, between the two

evenings, that is, according to Josephi;§, from the

ninth to the eleventh hour. On that very month, day,

and hour, Christ was cut off; as is remarked, not with-

out reason, by Matthew, chap, xxvii. 36, 50. Some
observe, that, in the month Ni^an, after the equinox,

the days came to be longer than the nights ; to signify

that a new light then arose upon the world, when
Christ dispelled the darkness of error and ignorance.

And there^re others who, by the full moon, will have

the fulness of time, and by the two evenings, the even-

ing of the world, and the last times, to be shadowed

forth,, in which Christ offered himself a sacrifice, ac-

cording to that of the apostle, Heb. ix. 26. Once in the

end of the world hath he appeared, to put away sin by the

sacrifice of himself Which are at least ingenious, if

not solid reflections.

XLII. It now follows, that we consider the conse-

quences and f'uits of this sacrifice ; and indeed they are

most excellent and abundant. For, 1. The posts and

lintels of the Israelites were sprinkled with the blood of

this lamb, that they might avoid the common calamity,

and be preserved from the destroying angel : to teach

us, that the justice of God spares all, whose conscien-

ces are sprinkled with the blood of Christ, Is. lii. 15.

lie shall sprinkle many iictiivns. This is that sprinkling



Of the Passover. 171

c,f ihe blood of Christ, this is that blood of sprinklnig\

spoken of by Peter and Paul, 1 Pet. i. 2. Heb. xn. 24.

We arc therefore no longer to dread the sword of tlie

avenjrinjr antrel. For, whether an an^^el of darkness,

God Jialli dtUiered ic^ from ihe poiccr of darkness^

through the blood of his Son, Col. i. 13, 14. or an angel

of heaven, having 7?iade p^ce through his blood, he Jiath

reconciled all things unto himself tvhelher they be things

in eartli or things in heaven, ver. 20.

XLIII. 2. On the night the lamb was slain, the Is-

raelites received full power to deliver themselves from

the Egyptian bondage ; to teach us, that Christ, by hl.'>

blood, has redeemed us from ihe bondage of the devil,

the world, and sin, in order to call us to the glorious

liberty of the sons of God, Heb. ii. 14, 15. Johnviii. 36.

XLIV. 3. In that very night the God of Israel in-

flicted his judgments on the gods of the Egyptians,

Exod. xii. 12. Numb. xxx. 4. namely, fourjudgments

if we may credit Jonathan, whose words in his para-

phrase are these :
" Their molten images were melted

down, their idols of stone cut down, those made of

earth ground to powder ; in fine, those of wood reduc-

ed to ashes." Though we cannot avouch this for truth,

as the scripture is silent ; yet it is certain, God's threat-

enings were not w^ithout their effect. And whatever

they signified, we see an illustrious fulfilment of them
in the death of Christ ; w'hcreby, the middle wall of

partition being broken down, by wdiich many nations,

who had been separated from the Jews, being called to

the knov/ledge of the true God, cast their idols to the

moles, and to the bats. Is. ii. 20.

XL\'. 4. As the month Abib, before the institution

of the passover, was the seventh month of the Jewish

year ; but when God instituted the passover, he com-

manded, that it should, for the future, be accounted
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the first, and from it begin to reckon their sacred or.

ecclesiastical year. This month began with the spring;

at which time, when God sendeth forth his Spirit, all

things are created, and the face of the earth is renewed,

Psal. civ. 30. And this may be also applied to Christ,

"Who introduced a new age, and abolished old things,

in order to change them for the better : Behold, says he,

I make all tilings newy Rev. xxi. 5. So that now w^e

justly reckon time, not from the first creation of the

world, which seems to have happened on Tlsri, the

first month of the civil year, but from the rising of a

more auspicious star, at the Illustrious epiphany or ma-

nifestation of our Saviour : for such new miracles of di-

vine goodness cause former things, in comparison of

these, not to be remembered, nor come into mind. Is.

Ixv. 17.

XLVI. Moreover, we are to shew, in zvhat manner

the Israelites were made partakers of the benefits they

obtained by means of the lamb. And here two things

were required. 1 . That they were to sprinkle the lin-^

tel and door-posts of their houses with the blood of the

lamb. 2. To eat its flesh. For if any of the Israelites

neglected either of these, they thereby rejected the grace

annexed to these commands.

XLVII. By the door-posts of the houses are meant

our hearts, because God sprinkles these with the blood

of his Son, Heb. x. 22. our hearts sprinkled from an

evil conscience. And the hearts of men lie as open be-

fore God, as the door-posts of our houses to us, 1 Sam.

xvi. 7. the doors of our hearts are to be set open, that

by them the King of glory may come in, Psal. xxiv. 7.

Rev. iii, 20. But we may be said to sprinkle our hearts

with the blood of Christ, when, by a stedfast faith, we
embrace the doctrine of the cross, and apply to our-

'^^elves the merits of his sufferings. We are however to
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take care, that we do not sprinkle on the threshold

what we are Commanded to sprinkle on the lintel, and

posts of the door, that it may not be trampled under

foot, lest the apostle's threatenings should be executed

on us, which he denounced against those who tread

underfoot the Son of God, and account the blood of the

covenant, zvheretvilh they zvcre sanctified, an unholif

thing, Heb. x. 29.

XLVIII. By the same faith also, the flesh is to be

eaten. For why hast thou teeth and a stomach } (Is it

not to eat r) Believe, and thou hast eaten. This eating

is absolutely necessary to salvation, John vi. 53. Verilj/,

verily I say unto you. Except ye eat the flesh of the Son

of man, ye have no lif)s in you.

XLIX. The flesh of the lamb was to be eaten nei-

ther altogether raw, nor half-done. And they are guil-

ty of this crime, who digest not these mysteries by pro-

per and diligent meditation. Meditation is to the soul,

what concoction or digestion is to the stomach. Hence,

according to Petronius, to publish to the public indi-

gested thoughts, is to publish things not yet properly

concocted and digested by an attentive meditation.

L. The whole lamb was likewise to be eaten, that

nothing might remain : neither is it sufficient to receive

Christ in part ; as if one would be willing to enjoy his

glory, but not partake of his sufferings ; or to have him

for his Redeemer, but not for his Lawgiver and Lord :

or as if one not thinking it sufficient to trust in the me-

rits of Christ, should place his hope of salvation partly

in his own works, or in the interces;:ion and mediationt

of others.

LI. What remained that could not be consumed,

because of the small number of guests, was not .
suf-

fered to be reserved to the next dav, but was to bo

Vol, in. Y
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burnt wiih fire. This may be applied partly to the

type, partly to the thing signified. The type was to be

reserved to another time. From the day the light of

the gospel appeared, what regarded the shadows, w^as

to cease and be abolished. As to the thing signified,

whoever feeds upon Christ by a true faith, will not be

found empty, or hungry on the morrow ; nor does he

stand in need of a new Christ, or a new offering of him.

For as by one ofTdring lie hath perfectedfor ever them that

are sanctified, Heb. x. 14. so he that cometh to hiniy

shall never hunger, and he that believeth on him shall ne-

ver thirst, John vi. 35. Wherefore thou art under no

necessity to reserve any thing of thine own for thyself,

with w^hich to make up a deficiency in Christ, when
thou hast once apprehended him by faith.

LII. In the mean time, they were so to eat the flesh

of the lamb, as not to break a bone of it. To break

the bones of the lamb, is to pry and search into things

that exceed our capacity. As if it was not sufficient for

faith to be fed with things obvious, unless we attempt-

ed to search into those things, the knowledge of which

is forbidden, and the discovery dangerous. To pry in-

to such things, is to come off wdth damage in the at-

tempt. This brings to mind that saying of Moses,

Deut. xxix. 29. The secret things belong unto the Lord
our God ; but those things zchich are revealed, belong

u?ita us and to our childrenfor ever : and that excellent

sayingof Jerome, Prov. XXV. 27. though not so agree-

able to the Hebrew, The curious prier into his majesty

shall be overwhehned with his glory.

LIII. The bitter herbs, with which the lamb was to

be eaten, signify the necessity of communion with him
in his sufferings, 'Phil. iii. 10. if we would have coni-

munion with him in his glory : we are to wear a crown

of thorus with Chji§t, that a crowu of glory may sue-
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ceed ; If tee suffei^ zoe shall also reign :vith him, 2 Tim.

ii. 12. Nor are these things to be applied only to the

external afflictions of the body ; but also to the internal

distresses of the vexed soul, grieving for sin in a godly

manner, fearing the wrath of God ; without which the

sweet consolations of the Lord Jesus, which he applies

only to the mourners in Zion, Is. Ixi. 3. are usually nei-

ther tasted nor felt.

LIV. Nor is it in vain, that Teaven is so often and so

c?cpressly forbid those who are invited to eat of the lamb.

For in scripture leaven is the symbol of corruption, and

especially of hypCK:rlsy, Luke xii. 1. Paul has wTit

very properly to this purpose, 1 Cor. v. 7, 8. Christ our

passaver is sacrificedfor us : therefore let us keep the

feasty not imtli old leaven, neifJicr teith the leaven of ma-

lice, and zviekedness, but zvith the unleavened bread of

sincerity and truth. Leaven might also be applied to

pride, because the leavened lump directly rises or puffs

up ; or to hatred and animosity, which embitter the

soul. Now, whoever has communion with Christ,

ought doubtless to be purged from all these vices ; be-

cause he in whose mouth was found no guile, 1 Pet.

ii. 22. cannot endure hypocrites ; nor he who became

obedient even unto the death of the cross, Phil. ii. 8.

the proud ; nor he who is our peace, Eph. ii. 14. the

contentious ; and therefore he offered himself, in order

to reconcile us both to God, and to one another.

LV. But strangers, the defiled, the uncircumcised,

were excluded from the paschal lamb : because righte-

ousness hath no fellowship v«' ith unrighteousness, nor

light any communion with darkness, nor Christ any

concord with Belial, 2 Cor. vi. 14,15. Nevertheless

whoever he be, that, from a sense of his own unclcan-

ncss, humbly has recourse to the grace of God in Christ,

ought not therefore ta despond : for the good Jehovah
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pardoneih every one, that prepareih his heart to seek

God, Jehovah the God of his fathers, though he be not

cleansed according to the ptirijication of the sanctuary,

2 Chron. xxx. 18, 19.

LVI. Again, the Israelites in Egypt were command-

ed to eat the lamb, girded, shod, and leaning on their

staves. To which rites we may see frequent allusions

in scripture. Christ, Luke xii..35. Paul, Eph. vi. 14.

and Pet. i. 3. command us to have our loins girded

about : to signify, that the souls of believers are to be

girded about with truth and soberness ; to be ready for

the heavenly journey, for the work of the Lord, for the

conflict with spiritual wickednesses in heavenly places ;

to all which undertakings, 'flowing and trailing gar-

ments are an impediment. Paul, Eph. vi. 15. speaks

of feet shod with the preparation, or promptitude, of

the gospel of peace. For the gospel is to be preached

with cheerfulness, and confessed and walked in with-

out stumbling. God himself is the believer's staff", on

whom he leans, and to whom he commends his soul.

Faith also is instead of a staff, because by it we are

said to stand, Rom. xi. 20. 1 Cor. xvi. 13. But we
are to take particular notice, that this is the attire of

travellers, which is the condition of all who are parta-

kers of Christ. For in this life they are strangers, and

in their way to a better country, Psal. xxxix, 13.1 Pet.

ii. II.

LVII. The Israelites were also commanded to eat it

in haste, because there was danger in delay from the

Egyptians, who were soon to press them to be gone.

And this is also applicable to us ; because many ene-

mies have a design upon us, the journey is long, the

time short, and we feeble and easily apt to flag.

"Wherefore, as Lot wa§ to go out of Sodom, and the

Israelites out of Egypt, so wc arq commanded to make
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liuste, to stretch every nerve, in order to escape the

jaws of the devil, imitating those violent, who take the

kingdom of heaven by force, Matth. xi. 12. and re-

membering Lot's wife, who perished by her delay,

Luke xvii. 32.

LVIII. Lastly, we are to observe, that the lamb was
to be eaten in one house, out of which it was not law-

ful to go, for fear of meeting the angel of death. This

house is the church, out of vdiich there is no salvation,

no communion with Christ. Let the false Nicode-

mists take notice of tliis, who imagine they can skulk

in safety among Egyptians, and think it sufficient, if

they believe in their heart, though with their mouth

they confess not the Lord Jesus, separating what the

apostle has joined together, Rom. x. 9. And there-

fore, if they be wise, let them, not forsake the assem-

bling themselves together with us, Heb. x. 25. And
having once entered this house, let them never leave it,

lest they be condemned for apostates; concerning whom
Paul speaks, Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. and chap. x. 38, 39. and

Peter, 2 ep. ii. 20, 21.

C H A P. X.

Of the ExtraorcUnarij Sacravients in the Wilderness.

B'ESIDES the ordinary and universal sacraments of

circumcision and the passover, some extraordinary sym-

bols of divine grace were granted to the Israelites in

the wilderness, which, in the New-Testament, arc ap-

plied to Christ, and his benefits, and said to have the

same signification with our sacraments, A|id tliey are

in order these ; I. The passage in the cloud through the
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Red Sea. II. The viamia ^vhich was rained from hea-

X'cn. III. The icatcr issuing out of the rock. IV.

The brazen serpent erected by Moses for the cure of

the Israelites.

II. The sacred history, Exod. xiv. very particularly

relates, how Pharaoh, with mad rage, at the head of a

vast army, pursued the Israelites, who were just de-

parted from Egypt, and, as he imagined, were entang-

led on every hand, through a mistake of the way, in

unpassable deserts : how, in the first place, a miracu-

lous cloud, interposing between them and the Egyp-

tians, protected the Israelites, .who were trembling

with fear, and calling out to heaven for help : next how
the channel of the weedy or Red Sea was made passa-

ble, as on dry land, by the waters giving way on each

hand, being divided by the rod of Aloses, and by a

strong east wind : how, in fine, the Egyptian monarch

did not delay to pursue them close as they retreated,

entered the sea as it opened a way for them, and was

destroyed with all his army, the waters immediately re-

turning upon them. For the better understanding of all

this, we shall briefly explain these five heads. I, Why
that sea, which Moses, Exod. xiii. 18. and xiv. 4. cal-

led IAM surn, or the xvecdy sea, is by Paul, Eleb. xi.

i?9. and generally by writers, called he eruthra
THALAssA, the Ixed Sca? II. Whether that drying

up of the waters was natural, or aitogcther miraculous .?

III. Whether the Israelites passed over the whole

breadth of that sea, and landed on the Arabian shore

over-against Egypt, or only marched as far through it,

as was enough to ovcivvhcim the Egyptians, and re-

turned again on foot, by taknig a scinic ircular compass,

to the same shore r IV, In Vvhat sense the apostle

rr^ight say,'^tlic I^raclUa reeve hnplhed luilo Meses in the
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cloud ami in the sea P V. "What may be the mystical

signification of these things ?

III. The reason is obvious why this is called the

weedy sea ; namely, because of the plenty of sea-weeds",

with which it abounds, heaps of which being raised

like mountains near the shore, and laid close together

by the continual heat of the sun, afford the convenience

of houses to the inhabitants there, who from their eating

offish are called Ichthyophagi. And Agatharcides says,

that some of them live iindcr the ribs offish, covered

over wilh sea-iveed. Bochart in Fhaleg. lib. iv. c. 22.

may be consulted on the subject.

IV. V/hy it is called the Bed or Erytlirean sea, was
formerly not so well known. The ancients generally

referred it to the colour of the water ; which some

think was derived from the reflection of the sol:ir rays

;

others from the circumjacent mountains being made red

by the scorching heat, from which waters impetuously

descended into the sea, and tinged it of a like colour ;

others, in fine, from the red sand that kiy on its shore,

or channel : not to mention any thing now about the

fable -of Perseus, w.ho, after having killed the sea-mon-

ster, to which the daughter of Cepheus had been ex-

posed, is said there to have washed away the blood,

with which he was all over stained. But the undoubt-

ed experience of mariners shews the falsehood of all this.

Ludovicus Vartomanus, who sailed over the whole of

it almost from its extremity to the mouth of the strcights,

says, " It is a thing sufficiently confessed by all, than

the said sea is not red, but like other seas," Navig. lib.

i. c. 21. The samf- thing Pietro della Valle, a noble

Roman, an eye-witness, testifies, who s:^ys the w^ter»

arc clear, transparent, and blue, and the sand ot the

usual colour, nay, whiter than ouis^ Itiiur. p. i. c. yd.

Diodorus Sicukr; writes, thiit '' in colour it is altogether
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green." Not that such is the nature of the water, but

on account of the quantity of moss and sea-weed float-

ing thereon. What is therefore said of the red colour

is all fable, this prejudice having arisen from an erro-

neous interpretation of the name.

V. They come nearer the truth, who derive its name
fi'om king Erythras or Erythrus, who had this sea with-

in the bounds of his empire. But who this Erythras

was, all the profane writers are absolutely ignorant.

The scriptures alone inform us of this : from which

Nic. Fuller, Miscellan. lib. iv. c. 20. boasts that he

made the first discovery ; namely, that this Erythras

was Esau, surnamed Edo??i or red^ both from the hairy

redness with which he was bc5rn. Gen. xxv. 25. and

from that red pottage for which he sold his birth-right,

ver. 30. This Edom, according to the genius of those

times, having the whole authority in those parts, gave

name to the country reduced under his dominion and

power, so that it was also called t//e laud of Edom, and

even simply Edom, namely, of the feminine gender,

Jen xlix. 17. His posterity, proud of so great an ori-

ginal of their nation, lived on the borders of the sea we
are now treating of: and hence it had its name ; the

Hebrew Edomi or Idianean sea, the Greek eruthra-

lON, and the Latin Mare JRid)rum,diffeY therefore only

in language. See, among others, Vossius de idololaL

lib. I. c. 34.

VI. AVe are on no account to imagine, that what,

we are here told, befel the waters of the Red sea, was

either altogether^ or for the greatest part natural : as

if jMoses, who had great skill in the knowledge of na-

ture, took the opportunity of an ordinary reflux, which,

on the blowing of an east wind, was both more impe-

tuous and lasting than usual ; ventured, in the present

imminent danger, to attempt the passage, and persuad-r
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ed the Israelites to follow his example : but Pharaoh,

who was ignorant of these tilings, and delaying too

long, was drowned on the return of the flood. For

the whole of this history is full of miracles j which none

but the enemies of the scripture, as Scaliger, de subtilitat.

<'^<'7-nV, 52. justly calls them, can dpubt of 1. It was

a miracle, that the extraordinary cloud, which went

before, and pointed out the way to the Hebrews, should

now place itself in the middle between them and the

Egyptians, Exod. xiv, 19. 2. It was a miracle, that

when Moses hfted up his rod, and stretched out his

hand, the sea should not only go back, but was also

divided ; and giving way on each hand, yield a safe

passage to Israel amidst the waters, ver. 16, 21. which

never was, nor could be done by any natural reflux.

3. It is a miracle, that the waters, naturally fluid, should

-be collected together into very high heaps, and stand

like a wall on the right and left of the Israelites, ver.

22. 4. It was a miracle of miracles^ that when Mo-
ses again stretched out his hand and rod towards that

part of the sea, where the Egyptians were pursuing

them, the waters should return to their natural force,

and drown all the Egyptians ; while the children of

Israel had now either almost finished, or were still pro-

secuting their journey on dry land, through the midst

of the sea, ver, 26, 27, 29. Can any mortal have so

much impudence, as to dare to compare these things

with the daily flux and reflux of the sea ? It is indeed

true, that God here made use of the wind j but it is

also evident, that the same God exerted an extraordi-

nary power, both by raising the wind so seasonabl}',

and by executing such things by it, as could not be ef-

fected by any natural cause, by its own virtue. And
therefore the Israelites deservedly admired, in this work,

that great hand of their God, ver. Zl,

Vol. hi. Z
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VII. The inhabitants on the coast of the Arabian

gulf, though barbarous to the highest degree, preserv-

ed the memory of this prodigy for many ages after ; as

Diodorus Siculus vouches, hb. iii. where he writes as

follows. " The neighbouring Ichthyophagi have an

ancient tradition, handed down to them by their ances-

tors, that, upon a ceptain great recess of the sea, all the

parts of this bay being dried up, and the sea falling

back to opposite parts, the channel appeared of a green

colour, and that again the sea, returning with a strong

tide, was restored to its former place." In these words,

who does not see that this miracle of Moses is describ-

ed, the memory of which these barbarians did, though

somewhat obscurely, propagate to their posterity ?

VIII. But it is a more intricate point, which is even

at this day made the subject of debate among the learn-

ed, whether the Hebrews passed the sea straight for-

ward, from the shore of Egypt, to the opposite coast

of Arabia J or whether they fetched a semicircular com-

pass in the midst of the sea, and returned to the same

shore from which they set out ? The former opinion is

by far more commonly received ; and rests on those ar-

guments, collected by Rivet in ExocL xiv. 21. 1. The

words of the history seem to bear this meaning ; and it

tends very much to shew the greatness of the miracle.

The scripture says, that the Isi^aelites passed through the

Red sea ; but what others allege, was not a transit or

passage, but q. circuit. 2. It appears from the map of

the country, that it must have been so. For, in order

to come from Egypt to mount Sinai, as the Red sea lies

between that mountain and Egypt, it must of necessity

be .passed over. For though the foot-passage from Ra-

meses to Sinai is direct, leaving the Red sea on one side,

yet so blocked up, and every where so rough on ac-

count of rocks, as ftot to be fit for the journeying of sp
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great a people. 3. The same is concluded from Numb,
xxxiii. 8. And theij departed from before Pi-hahirothy

and passed through the midst of the sea into the ivilder-

ness ; which seems to denote quite a different thing,

from their returning by a circuit, or compass to the

wilderness. 4. Add the authority of Josephus, who
declares, that the Israelites passed over to the opposite

shore, Antiq. lib. ii. c. ult.

IX. But the contrary opinion has also great names,

and no mean arguments to support it. 1 . They desire

us to take notice of the intent of the passage through

the sea j which was the drowning of the Egyptians,

anjd by that means to manifest the glory of God to the

people all around. And therefore it is probable, the

Egyptians were thrown out on that part of the shore

which was nearest to Egypt, that the judgment of God
might be manifested to that kingdom. 2. They ob-

serve, that the part of the Red sea, which the Israelites

passed over, is distant from the opposite shore at least

six, others say, fifteen leagues : which journey it seems,

could not possibly be accomplished by so great an army,

together with their children, women, and baggage, in

the compass of a short night, as was done here, ver. 21,

23. 3. It appears from Exod. xiii. 20. that before the

Israelites entered into the sea, they encamped in the

wilderness of Etham, in the border of the wilderness.

And yet, after their coming out of the sea, they again

proceeded to the wilderness of Etham, Numb, xxiii. 8.

They consequently returned to the same shore, but at a

greater distance from the place from which they set out.

This argument cannot be answered, but by saying,

either that there were two wildernesses of the same

name, on each side the Red sea, which Lyranus does ;

or that the whole country, quite to mount ^nai, went

under the same appellation, according to Rivet : but
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whether this can be proved, is matter of inquiry. 4^

They add, that the Red sea does not He between Egypt

and mount Sinai, but that the journey by land is direct-

ly performed with camels and other cattle. Of this may
be seen the Itinerarium of delta Valle, p. 1. c. 27, 28.

5. The argument for the contrary sentiment, taken from

its being said, that the Israelites p^i-j-ec/ through the Red
sea, seems to be of Jittle weight. For the sacred histo-

ry uses very general terms. And they went into the jnidst

of the sea, Exod. xiv. 22. They tvalked upon dry land

in the viidst of the sea, ver. 29. It is, indeed, said

Numb, xxxiii. 8. And they passed through. But be-

sides, that NGABAR sometimes simply signifies to go on

beforei as Gen. xxxiii. 3. And he passed over (went on)

before ; the Israelites may verj properly be said to have

passed through tfie waters of the sea, though by taking

a semicircular compass they returned to the same shore.

For in every journey there is an intermediate passage

from the term fro7n zvhich, to the term to ivhich. Nor

is it necessary, that every passage should be in a direct

line. 6. Nor is it more convincing, that they are said

to have walked in the midst of the sea, though others

oppose this very reason. For certainly they who had

the sea both on their right and left, must have walked

in the midst of the sea by what way soever, or whither-

soever they went. So that it appears, nothing certain

can be brought from scripture for the opposite opinion.

The decision of the question depends principally on an

exact plan or map of the countiy. Whoever wants

inore on this head may consult Fagius in Exod. iv. and

Christian. Schotanus, my honored predecessor in the

chair at Franeker, Biblioth. sacr. t. 2. /;. 142. add Gc-

nebrardus in Chron.p. 66. Gregor. Turon. JJist. lib. 1.

c. 10. Abulensis, and Grotius on the place, and, who
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is more full on the subject, Ludovlcus, de Tena ad

Helrr. xi. difficult. 19. and lastly, Usher, cpist. 105.

X. The apostle alluding, 1 Cor. x. 1, 2. to this his-

tory, says, that all thefathers ivere under the cloud, and

all passed thro' the sea, and zcere all baptized unto Moses

in the cloud and in the sea. Here are three difficulties

to be cleared up : first. It is inquired, how the apostle

could write, that they were under the cloud, since the

sacred history declares, that the cloud went behind

them, Exod. xiv. 19. But this is of little weight : for

it was behind them in such a manner, that it hung a

great way over them, and extending to a vast breadth

and height, encompassed them under its protection : as

there is an allusion to this, Is. iv. 5. And Jehovah ivill

create upon every dztelling-place of mou?it Zion, and up-

on her assemblies, a cioud by day.

XI. The other difficulty is something more consider-

able ; namely, how the Israelites could be hapiized in

the cloud and in the sea, since they were not dipt in the

water of the sea, nor wetted by the cloud. But we awe

to know, 1 . That the apostle uses the term baptism here

in a figurative sense. For, because the Corinthians glo-

ried of baptism, the apostle applies, the name of baptism

to those things, of which the Israelites might glory, as

much as the Corinthians could of baptism, and which

were to them instead of baptism. 2. There is also

some sort of agreement in the external sign ; a cloud

differs very little from water, and the sea is water al-

ready : the cloud hung over their heads, so also water

hangs over baptized persons. Compare this with what

we shall presently advance from Gregory of Nyssa, con-

cerning the cloud. The sea surrounded them on all

sides ; so does water also, those that are baptized. 3.

This sig:n signifies the same that baptism does : and so

baptism is tiic antitype cf it, as on a like subject Peter
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said, 1 Pet. iii. 21. See Cameron in 1 Cor. x. And
the ancient Jews have observed, that, in the baptism

of the Israelites, there was indeed a peculiar respect

had to the pillar of cloud. In Pirke JR. Eliez. c. 44. R.

^acharias speaks thus :
" The pillar of cloud surround-

ed the camp of the Israelites, as a wall surrounds a

tow'n : nor could an enemy or foe approach to them."

But " the cloud preserved those who wanted true bap-

tism, even without the camp, which was holy." Gul.

Vorstius has ingeniously compared this passage with

this place of the apostle. But what we have said con-

cerning the passage of the Israelites through the sea,

and the baptism therein, appears much more probable

to us than the judgment of Selden, in other respects a

learned man, who by the sea understands here any re-

ceptacle of water, and will have the passing through

the sea to be the same, as to be dipt in water, de sy-

licdr. ll'i. i. c. 3. But this intricate way of speaking

seems not to agree with the simplicity of the apostle.

XII. Thirdly, It is proper to inquire, in what sense

they may be said to be baptized unto Moses ; since that

seems to be too great an honor to be conferred on a ser-

vant, or any mere man ? 1 Cor. i. 13. I answer. It is

one thing to be baptized unto a person ; another, to be

baptized in the naine of a person. In Vv'hose name so-

ever we are baptized, we are baptized by his authority

and command ; we acknowledge him for our King,

who alone can institute public seals ; we devote our

obedience and worship to him, so as tor the future to

be called by his name 3 from him we, by faith, expect

that spiritual grace, which is sealed by baptism. Paul

carefully disclaimed this honor, because it was greater

than became a man. To be baptized unto any person,

is by far o^ a lower degree : for either i't signifies simply,

to be baptized b}' the miijistry of any one. 3 or thus.
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tliut, by receiving baptism, we acknowledge such a

person to be a faithful servant of God. Both may be

here with propriety joined together. They were bap-

tized unto Moses, that is, according to the Syriac, hi/

the hand of Moses ; or, as Augustine reads on Psal.

Jxxvii. by Moses. For Moses, by his prayers, obtained

for them this protection of the cloud, and this passage

through the sea. Moses, by stretching out his rod, di-

vided the water. Moses first entered the channel of

the sea, and both led and encouraged the rest to venture

with him. And thus they were baptized by the means

of Moses. But there is more implied in this manner ef

speaking. As these miracles were sacraments ot divine

grace to the true and spiritual Israel, so they were also

symbols, by which God confirmed the ministry of Mo-
ses, and proved him to be a typical deliverer and medi-

ator. And therefore in the place, where we read of

their passing through the sea, the people is said to hav^

believed Jehovah and his servant Moses, Exod. xiv. 31.

and in so far the people did well ; for, Exod. xix. 9.

when God himself set forth the authority he had bestow-

ed on Mo^es, he says, Lo, I come unto thee in a ikick

cloud, that the people may hear rchen I speak reith thee,

and believe theefor ever. And thus they were baptized

unto Moses, becd.ase by this sign God taught them to

acknowledge Moses for a faithful prophet, and an emi-

nent type of the Messiah, by whose intervention those

benefits should be conferred upon them, wh;i.:h were

both great in themselves, and earnests of the greatest

blessings to be conferred by the Messiah. And in ibis

respect Moses had something peculiar above other mi-

Disters.

XIII. This very passage of Paul leads us to meditate

on the mystery of this sign : for it teaches us, tliat, if>

its siguificatJun, it answers to Qur baptism. Tcrtuiliaiaj
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lib. Jc baptismo^ says, " First, when the people went

out of Egypt, and, by passing through the water, es-

caped the tyranny of the king of Egypt, the water over-

whelmed him with all his hosts. Which figure is more

evident in the sacrament of baptism. The nations are

delivered from the world, namely by the water, and

leave the devil, their old tyrant, sunk in the water."

But let us descend to particulars.

XIV. This miraculous cloud was, 1. A symbol of

God's gracious presence. For Gud teas in the cloudy

Exod. xiii. 21. and the angel of God, Exod. xiv. 19.

namely, the angel of the covenant^ the angel of his pre-

sence, who had appeared to Moses in the bush, and led

the Israelites through the wilderness. Is. Ixiii. 9. 2. It

prefigured the future incarnation of the Son ofGod : for

as the Son of God vailed the infinite glory of his majes-

ty in this cloud, spoke from it, wrought miracles, and

protected his people ; so in like manner he was, in due

time, to conceal his majesty under the assumed form of

a servant, Phil. ii. 7. but in such a manner, that the

jays of his glory might at times shine forth in his divine

discourses and miracles, which no age ever saw any

either like them, or equal to them, John i. 14. 3. It

signified God's protection towards the elect, and his

pointing out the way, through the wilderness of this

world, to the heavenly Canaan. For as Gregory of

Nyssa finely says of this cloud, de vita Mosis, " It was

such a miracle, that, while the shining rays of the sun

were hot and scorching, it defended the people like an

interposing screen, and tempered, with its shade, and

the gentle drops of dew that were diffused, the heat of

the air ; but in the night it became a fire, and by its

own light afforded the Israelites, as it were, a torch or

flambeau from evenino- till the risins: of the sun." Such

is the protection and guidance that we have in Christ,
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who, by his shadow, screens us from the heat of divine

wrath,- Is. iv. 5, 6. and enlightens us by his word and

Spirit, as the light of the zcorld, ivhich lohocverfolloweth

shall not zvalk in darkness^ John viii. 12. who, in a

word, is t?he author andjlnisher of onrfaith, Heb. xii. 2.

4. As this cloud placed itself in the middle between Is-

rael a^d the Egyptians ; so Christ takes upon himself

tliose evils which threaten his people, an.d the glory qf
the Lord is their rear<vard, Is. Iviii. 8.

XV. We may observe in the passage through the

JRed sea, the following things. Pharaoh and the Egyp-

tians are the figure or emblem of the devil and sin, who
use their utmost endeavour to keep the elect under

their yoke of bondage, and, whenever, with a generous

mind, they aspire to liberty, to pull them back again.

But they shall lose their labour, and in the end dearly

pay for their wickedness, in a way answerable to their

crimes. Because Pharaoh commanded the young chil-

dren of the Israelites to be drowned in the river, Exod.

i. 22. himself with all his hosts is, by the law of retali-

ation, drowned in the sea. The angel of the waters

publishes a similar procedure of divine justice. Rev. xvi.

6. Because they haie shed the blood of saints and pro-

phets, thou hast given tliem blood to drink : for they am
zvorfhy.

XVI. IMcsEs was a type of Christ our Deliverer and

Saviour. 1. Moses, by his prayers, interceded for the

people, and obtained for them this great salvation.

Christ is our Advocate with the Father : and all the

good that bcfals us, is owing tQ his intercession. 2.

Closes with his rod, as a moral instrument, divided the

waters : Christ, with the wc/q/J of his cross, hath open-

ed a new and living way to heaven. 3. Moses was the

leader ol tlie people, and welir before tliein, through a

Vol. III. A a ^
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way by which none ever went before. Christ also

went before us in the road of sufferings, leaving us an

example, that zve shouldfollow his steps, 1 Pet. ii. 21. 4.

Moses with the rod, with which he divided the waters,

that the Israehtes might pass through, got the waters to

return and droWn the Egyptians; The same cross of

Christ, which unto them which are called is the p%ver of

God, is unto the Jews a stumbling block, and to the Greeks

foolishness, 1 Cor. i. 23, 24. to these the savour of death

unto death ,- biU to those the savour of life unto life, 2

Cor. ii. 19.

XVII. The WATERS of the Red sea signify aflBicti-

ons, and even death itself; so hkewise"do the waters of

baptism, the fellowship in the sufferings, death, and bu-

rial of Christ, Rom. vi. 3, 4. But as the Israelites march-

ed to their deliverance through the midst of the waters,

as through the midst of death ; so, in like manner, the

sufferings which we undergo for Christ, work for us a

far more exceeding weight of glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. and

death itself is the passage to eternal life, John v. 24.

The waters which saved Israel, destroyed the Egypti-

ans. The death of our body, which presents our. souls

pure before God, as a flock of sheep newly shorn, which

come up from the washing. Cant. iv. 2. entirely destroys

in us all the remains of the devil and of sin, insomuch

that our eyes shall never more behold those enemies, to

whose troublesome and malicious -assaults we have been

exposed even to the very last.

XVIII. That strong east wind, which by its vio-

lence drove the waters before it, for the benefit of the

Israelites, was an emblem of the Spirit of Christ, John
iii. 8. or Christ, I say, who is * Uie dazoning, day-spring

* The word anatolk, vj;^hich our translators render th^y spr'm^^

is the same which the S^pituAgifit use, Jer. xxiri. 5. Zech. iii. 8. and

vi. 8. where th^ JVlpssi^h is spc^ji <?f under the name of the hram^Ji:
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from on h/'gh, Luke i. 78. and applies to us, by the effi-

cacy of his Spirit, the virtue of his merits, by removing

all hindrances, nay directing them to the sah^ation of

his people : Not by might, nor bi/ poiucr, bid by my
Sinrit,saini JdwvaJi of hosts, Zech. iv. 6. By the same

Spirit of his mouth he will hereafter consume that wick-

ed one, who opposes his kingdom, 2 Thess. ii. 8.

XIX. The Israelites, when just come out of Egypt,

are a figure of believers, who, having no sooner re-

nounced the devil, and by th^ power of Christ reco-

vered their liberty, are immediately exposed to the per-

secution of Satan and the world, who endeavour to

bring them back again to bondage. And though they

have now happily surmounted the first danger, yet they

have still a wide sea to cross, lofty tops of mountains to

pass over, and in fine, an unpassable wilderness to go

through, before they obtain that full salvation, which

is the mark they aim at and desire. When every thing

seefned to be given up for lost, and no way of escape

appeared, then God came to Israel's help, and opened

a way through the midst of the sea. So, in an especial

manner, he comes by his grace to the relief of his

church, when she is destitute of all human assistance,

and nothing but the most certain destruction seems to

hang over her. Is. xliii. 2. JVhen thou passest through

the waters, I zvill be with thee j and through the rivers,

they shall not ovcrflozo thee. This deliverance happen-

ed to Israel, when they did nothing at all towards it,

Exod. xiv. 1 A-. Jehovali shallfghtfur you, and ye shall

"hold your peace ; but only believed, and beheld the

mighty hand of God, Ileb. xi. 29. Byfaith they passed

through the Red sea. 'lis thus also, that God works

out eternal salvation for us ; for us, I say, not working,

but believing in him that jus/if.eth the ungodly, '^ Rom. iv.

•5. The Israelites, after their passage thi:ough the sea,.
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and the destruction of their enemies, sung a joyful song

of triumph to the praise of God their Deliverer ; thus

also John, Rev. xv. 2, 3. saw the saints, who, having

got over tile sea of glass, which was mixed with fire,

sung the song of Moses the servant of God, and the

song of the Lamb. And thus far of the passage through

the Red sea.

XX. We are next to speak of the manna, where

•we are to con;?ider, 1. The name. 2. The thing itself.

3. Its origin. 4. Its adjuncts. 5. The duties of the

Israehtes concerning it. 6, Their sin. 7. llie m}s-

tery of it.

XXI. The surprise of the Israelites gave rise to the

name. When they first saw it, they said to one ano-

ther, Exod. xvi. 15. MAN HCJ, itis manna 3 for tJiej;

wist jioty MA Hu, what it was, andver. 51. And tJie

house of Israel called the name thereof manna. We can

on no account assent to those, who render ma'n hu,

xi^hat is this ? For man, never signifies in Hebrew
wJiat, and here it is very expressly distinguished from

mah : nay, it is not very common in Chaldee taken in

that sense, as they usually say man, of a person, not

of a thing. I will not hewever conceal it, that they

speak with greater freedom than they ought, who ab-

solutely deny>that man in Chaldee is applied to a thing.

Drusius ad Job. vi. 31. hath given some examples to

the contrary. But the Israelites spoke then in Hebrew,

not in Chaldee. I knov/ not, whether they are in the

right, who affirm, that man is an Egyptian^ word, and

is equivalent to an interrogative pronoun ; but though

they are, yet it does not seem probable, that the Israel-

ites would express a thing so sacred by a term borrow-

ed from a nation so odious, not only in that first sur-

prise, but also ever after. And then, it is altogether

trifling to say, that the food which God gave to the Is-
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raplitQs, was always called uliat ; only bec^usC;, wl^cn

at first they did not know it, they asked, ichaf. is tliis- f

XXII, It is mucli more agreeable to deriv^ the word

from MINN AH, he prepared,, appointed, determined :

and hence the name manna, portion, even of the food,

allotted for aily person, 1 Sam. i. 4, 5. Neh. viii. 10,

1 2. and generally elsewhere. But from inanna 'tis easy

to form man by an *Apocope, especially in the excla-

mation of persons under a surprise, and when he is the

next letter that begins the following word. And this

is the more probable^ as sucii an Apocope is often to

be. met with in the word manna : once in tlie impera-

tive, chtEs^d v^eM.^th man, Pr<?/;<jr£' (or appoint)

mercy andtrutli, Psal. Ixi. 7. and again in the }• prete-

rite, Jon. i. 17. VAMAN, And Jehovali prepared a great

Jish ; and what comes nearest to the point in hand is,

when an allotment of food is spoken of as in Dan, i. 5.

VAMAN, And the king appointed tlicni a daily provision.

As therefore both the form of the term agrees to it, and

tlie significatipn is very suitable ; wliat remains but

tliat we say, with the most learned of the Jews, that

•man signifies the food appointed, prepared tor, and giv-

en to Israel as their portion .^ Such a name became this

miraculous food. And what is added is no objection,

namely, that the Israelites knew not what it w^as. For,

in general, they knew from the prediction of Moses,

that they were to be satisfied widi bre.ad, ver. 12. troni

which they conjectured, that what they saw, w^as the

portion wliicii was intended for tljcrn from heaven ; and

this they expressed by the name, man. But they did

not distinctly know, what it would be, nor had they

* A figure which takes a\V&.y thplast syllable or IctLcr ot a word,

f The author's words are indeed, iterumqve in futtiro^ and in the

future ; bv.t I imagine, there is a mistake, as the words c]^uoicd arc

rendered ii: the preterite teuse.
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any peculiar name by which to express it. To this the

author of the book of Wisdom seems to have alluded,

when, chap. ;xvi. 20. he calls vianna bread prepared

from heaven. And therefore this name has so far pre-

vailed, that it has remained mivaried in all languages,

and is even given also to things which have any simili-

tude with that food of the Israelites.

XXIII. As to the thing itself, naturalists well

know, there are three things reckoned among watery-

meteors ; namelv, dew, honey, and manna. But the

learned are not agreed about the original of manna.

Christophoriis Vega apiid Jonstonum de admirandi."! ir,e-

ieororum^ c. 10. is of opinion, that the manna of the

shops is the work of certain small bees, like thick-bo-

died gnats, from which, as they sit in clusters on trees,

something flows down in drops, like a kind of sweat,

Vossius, Physiolog. Christanif, lib. v. c. 21. says, it is

t]ie sap of the larch-tree, or of the ash, and that Mat-

tliias Lobclius was the very first who said so. The

n;ore common opinion is, that it is a kind of aerial ho-

ney sprinkled with dew, wdiich, in the summer-months,

during the scorching heat of the sun in the day-time,

runs together by the nocturnal cold into clusters, and

is founded into grains, from the flowing down of the

dewy humor, and from the moisture of the air ; and

generally settles on trees, herbs, and stones ; as Lem-

nius de herhis Biblicis, c. 3. describes it. But it has a

kind of medicinal virtue, by which it loosens, and gent-

ly purges.

XXIV. Now the question is, whether the manna of

the Israelites was of the sr.me species and nature with

the common ? It is sufiicientlv r.grecd on, that some

miraculous circumstances attended the manna of the

Hebrews ; but there is no solid reason to conclude from

this, that the thing itself was altogether new, and waS
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never produced by natural causes at any time, or in

other places :^ince God could so multiply the dew con-

veyed in great plenty from some other quarter, to be

matter fit for the production of manna, as to be suffi-

cient for the daily supply of that great multitude ; and

so dispose it, as to be endowed with those wonderful

adjuncts, we are hereafter to speak of. It is certain,

Josephus thought it was a natural manna, and relates,

that in his time it still continued to be plentitully rained

down about mount* Sinai, Antiq. lib, iii. c. 1. And
Franciscus Vallesius, Philosoph. Sacr. c. 57. insists at

large, that the manna of the Israelites was altogether

the same with the common. Cardan also de subtilitalc,

lib. xxi. relates, that in the desert of Traga in Lybia,

there is so much of it gathered in a,day, especially

about the town Agadez, as that a ^XDund, of 28 ounces,

is sold for two pence ; and adds, the inhabitants, by

eating it, live sound and heahhy, though the air be pes-

tilential. They who are of this opinion, likewise ob-

serve, that they do not undervalue the favor granted to

the Israelites, in such an extraordinary manner, when
they search into the natural causes of things ; but praise

the infinite wisdom of God, who disposes all th!riL,s in

such a way, that even the most extraordinary may in a

good measure seem to have happened according to trie

ordinary course of nature 5 as Vallesius speaks in the

place above quoted. Others again think, that the man-

na of the Israelites was somethins: extraovdinarv, never

seen before, and after it ceased, was never after to be

met with ; and when it is called angels food, and cn^ery

where spoke of, in the holy scripture, as prepared by

the special hand of God, they think a natural cau^c

* They have, says he, in that country to this very day, certaiu

clews and rains, that seem to have soo.ewhit ol" reccnjb!a];ce io

t|iisthat I'ell upon the intercessioii of Mo;^.;.
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ought pioiislyand religiously to be excluded In this case.

Thus Rivet in Eiod. xvi. 13. *

XXV. Our judgment is, that there is no reason, why
we may not conclude, that God, in the production of

this manna, made use of natural causes, as he had be-

fore used the wind in drying up the Red sea. And it

is very probable, this manna took its rise from the same,

or the like causes, from which the ordinary is produc-

ed : and so far it may be called natural. Yet the con-

tinued and daily concurrence of those natural causes,

for the production of it, in such quantities, was miracu-

lous, and altogether extraordinary. Thus far then, I

say, it was miraculous. We add, that, at this day, no

manna is known, which, in every respect, is of the

same nature with the manna of the Israelites. For, to

omit other things, the manna of the Israelites was of a

consistent substance, supplied the place of corn, and

was given to the people for food. The common manna

is a medicine, not a food ; and cannot be th^ ordinary

food of any people, without a miracle.

XXVI. To the manna of the Israelites, the Polish

comes nearest, which was not long ago found strewed

in the fields ; it was small and like sugar ; and when it

is boiled up with butter and a little sugar, may easily

vie with the most delicate Italian jellies or dainties, as

Keckerman describes it, Phvsic. lib. vi. c. 10. A La-

pide in Exod. xvi. 21. treats more largely on this, and

declares, that, from the constant accounts of the Poles,

it rains dov/n in the nights of the months, of June and

July, and settles on the herbs like a dew : that, before

the sim is up, it is gathered in sieves, sifted, pounded,

mixed with water, and made into a kind of hasty pud-

ding. But if the sun bej^ins to be hot, the husk of it

dissolves, and the grain of the ma-nna, inclosed therein,

is lost. He addS;, that he hid seen the graips, and that



Of the Manna. 197

thc)'- resembled millet, are only longer and of a ruddy

colour, and found the taste of it like that of *panic.

But even this manna is different from that of the Israel-

ites. 1. In figure, for it is oblong, whereas that of the

Israelites was round like coriander-seed. 2. In colour,

being ruddy, whereas the other was white. 3. The
Polish is included in a husk, whereas the other had

none. 4. The manna of the Hebrews melted before

the sun, and vanished ; only the husk of the other is

dissolved, but the grain is hard, and falls to the ground.

XXVII. However, there are many concurring cir-

cumstances, which here proclaim, that a miracle must

by all means be admitted. For, l.The manna, which

is commonly known, is gathered only at certain sea-

sons of the year ; but this came down daily. 2. Dur-

ing so long a time, none fell on the Sabbath, but in a

double quantity on the day before. 3. It w^as found

daily in such quantities, as to suffice to feed so many
thousands. 4. If it was kept till the next day, it spoil-

ed y except that which was the portion of the Sabbath.

5. And yet that part of it which God commanded to be

laid up, remained untainted for some ages after. 6.

It fell in all places, wherever the Israelites encamped
;

but was not known among the neighbouring people, at

least not used for food, much less for their daily food.

7. It ceased, after they passed over Jordan, and they

had got a full supply of ordinary bread : and perhaps

there are more circumstances to the same purpose.

XXVUI. The origin of the manna was from God,

as the principal cause. It *s every where ascribed to

him, as a singular privilege, which he bestowed on his

people Israel, Exod. xvi. 4, 8, 16. Deut. viii. 3, 16.

Neh. .ix. 15, 20, 2], But God formed this bread in

* This is a gra>inlike unto nulltt, with a knob full of corn.

Vol. III. B b
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the air, from the vapours or exhalations, properly pre-

pared by the sun, and by the other stars, if they con-

tributed any thing to^^'•ards it. Whence it is said, that

he commanded the clouds from above, and opened the

doors of heaven, and gave them of the corn of heaven,

Psal. Ixxviii. 23, 24. But the air, which is the seat of

meteors, is called heaven ; as the fozvls ofheaven ; and

in Lucretius, " the air which is called heaven." And
as the angels are ministering spirits, Heb. i. 14. whose

ministry God very frequently used in the whole oecono-

my of the Old Testament, and who upon other occa-

sions supplied God's servants with food, 1 Kings xix. 5,

6, 7. I see not, why a celebrated expositor of our day,

who in other things makes the church of that age sub-

ject to angels, can deny, that this food was prepared

by angels. Suidas says, " manna is a food supplied

from above j" and " is called the bread of angels, be-

cause they supplied them with it."

XXIX. And yet I doubt, whether any sufficient ar-

gument can be formed from Psal. Ixxviii. 25. for the

ministry of angels in this particular. AVe there, indeed,

find LiECHJEM ABiRiM, which the Septuagint translate

ART ON ANGELONv Me bread ofangels : just as the au-

thor of the book of Wisdom calls it trophen ange-

LON, chap. xvi. 20. angels food ; and R. Solomon in

like manner, ljech^ivi malachim. ^v.t^ first, we
are under no necessity to understand angels by abi-

RiM, vj\\\z\iS\gm^t'S> the strong. For that is a general

name, and is applied to men of valour, or heroes among

men, Jer. xlvi. 13. Lam. i. 15. Let it therefore be

called the bread of the strong, because it made the Is-

raelites robust and strong ; as supplying the place of

ordinary bread, by which the heart is supported, though,

at first sight and taste, it might seem light ; or, what

I would chuse, the bread oi heroes, that iZj such as even
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tlie greatest nobles would reckon delicious. God is

also called abir, the (Hero) mighty One of Jacobs or

of Israel, Gen. xlix. 24. Is. xlix. 26. Nor is it unu-

sual in scripture, when speaking of God, to use the

plural number ; of which they who have but a small

share of learning, are not ignorant. Why may we not

therefore be allowed to explain it of the bread of God,

which the Hero of Jaeob gave them, and which also

spiritually was a representation oi himself ? Drusius

also has observed this on John vi. 31. Again, should

Vv'.e grant, that angels are meant, yet I do not recollect,

that they are called abirim in scripture y but I well

remember, that they are represented as gibborei cho-

ACH, excelling in strength, Psal. ciii. 20 j yet the mat-

ter would still remain undecided, since it might be cal-

led the bread of angels, because of its excellence and

spiritual signification : for it signiued, that God, who
is the life and joy of angels, w^as to descend from hea-

ven, in order in like manner to become the food, that

is, the joy and life of men.

XXX. Moses here also acted his part ; who, it is

very probable, interceded with God by prayer, that

he would give food to the starving people. Josephus

says, these were poured forth on a high rock, adding

of his own fancy, that the manna^ first fell, and thicken-

ed on the pahns of his hands, as they were stretched

out to heaven, when he returned thanks to God : and

that Moses, suspecting what it was, tasted it, 'and joy-

tully, upon the discovery, shewed the people the favor

God had bestov/ed on them : That the people, having

seen tlieir food rained down from heaven, imagined it

snowed, the season of the year comporting with this.

But these things neither agree with reason, for it is be-

yond all probability, it should snow in that hot climate

in the mouth of May, when these things happened ;.
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nor with scripture, which speaks expressly of some per-

sons, who went out of the camp at break of day, and

first observed the manna, Exod. xvi. 15.

XXXI. The Gemarists go too far, when they say in

Taanith, fol. 9. col. 1. "That the Israelites had three

good shepherds, Moses, Aaron, and Miriam ; and three

benefits given them by their hai=ids, the fountain, the

cloud, and the manna. The fountain, for the merits

of Miriam ; the pillar of cloud for the merits of Aaron ;.

and the manna for the merits of Moses." But what

Christ says, contradicts this assertion, John v. 32. Ve-

rily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that

breadfrom heaven : but my Father giveth you the true

breadfrom heaven. Nor was the typical bread from

Moses, but trom God. Moses was only the messen-

ger, not the meritorious cause of the divine gift : and

much less did the antitype Christ, with his grace, the

bread which came down from the third heavens, pro-

ceed from Moses. This, however, Aloses did ; hav-

ing by his prayers obtained the favor of God, he told the

people in God's name, what should happen with re-

spect to their food, and explained the whole design of

the manna. Philo has prudently observed, that God,

indeed, gave his people comfort, but discovered it first

to Moses :
" the one, .indeed, on account of his natu-

ral benignity and affection toward men, but the other

because he would put honor on the leader, whom he

himself had appointed."

XXXII. The adjuncts <5f the manna are either infer-

nal or external. To the former belonc; the ii^ure, co-

lour, taste. Of the ^/igu7'e it is said, I. 1 hat it \vas a

s?nall thing, as hoarfrost on the ground, Exod. xvi. 14.

small, indeed, at first sight, yet precious in itself, and

of the greatest efncacy ; as God usually displays his

wonderful power in iho. smallest things. 2. That it was
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MECHrsPAM ; a word Avliich wc no where else meet

with in scripture, and therefore diversely explain^jd-

The Vukate has, quasi pita tiisum, as ifpoundtd by a

pestle ; that is, of such minuteness, that it seemed to

be brought to that smalJness by some art, and as in a

morl.ar. Others translate it, dccorticaium, peeled ; Ju-

nius, roiundum, roiuul ; as also Erpenius the Arabic

interpreter has it ; and Kimchi says, it signiiies the

same thing as ngagol, round. Odier Jews translate

it refectiim, diselosed ; and imagine, the manuct was

shut up in the dew, which was over and under it, as m
a coffer, and the upper dew ascending, bfy the more

advanced elevation of the sun above the horizon, the

manna appeared in sight. But all this, to speak in the

softest manner, is uncertain. 3. That it icas like coii-

andcj'-seed, ver. 31. Not in colour, since ccriandc:'-

sced is black ; but because it was small and round.

Well say the Talmudists in Jovia. c. viii. fol. 73. col. a.

" round as coriander, and white as pearl."

XXXIII. "With respect to its colour, it is said, Exod.

xvi. 31. that it was white, and Numb. xi. 7. the colour

thereof as the colour of bedola ; but what that was, in-

terpreters are not agreed. The Jews insist, it was a

kind of precious stone ; but are opposed by Junius and

Marcus Marinus Brixianus ; because Gen. ii. 12, it is

said, tJiere is bedola and the onijx-sloiie ; wherefore, as

the name stone is, by way of distinction, added to the

word onyx, they conclude, that bedola cannot be a

stone. Odicrs imagine, it Vv'as ci\ijstal, and consequent-

ly the colour of the manna was bright and transparent.

Most of the moderns, fallowing Josephus, from the af-

finity of the word, contend, that it Wc^s bdelliu.m ; con-

cerning which Serapion, quoted by Drusius, says, that

*' the Jewish bdellium, is'the gum of a tree, that grows

in Arabia : and that the better sort is tliat of a «ood iia-
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vour, tough within, ar.d soon dissolving, inclining to

white, not having any bits of wood or other impurities

in it, &c." Fliny adds, it is transparent, and like to

wax, lib. xii. 9. See Sahnas. Excrcit. Pliniart. p. "^OQ.

^nd de Jtomonijmis Ityles lafrecq. c. 109. From this

they conclude, that the grains of the manna were trans^

parent and of a whitish cast : which is a sign of its great

purity and perfect digestion. But I must not conceal,

that Bochart in Hierozoic. p. 2. lib. 5. c. 5. has by his

arguments convinced me, that bedola is a pearl, for

which they still very frequently fish in that place, w^hich

Moses has'described Gen. ii. 12. as Petrus Texeira an

eye-witness, and Benjamin in liincrar. p. 105. testify.

Besides, both the nianna and the pearl are of the same

colour, namely white : and both of them are round : nor

is the observation of Junius or Brixianus to the contrary

of any weight. Since it does not follow, that because

the onyx is called a stone, bedola is not a stone like-

wise. Not to mention now, that the lawyer also ex-

cepts pearls from the class of stones and gems, Ic^e^

2uum aurum 19. § Gemma aulemy 17. ST seq. ff. de

auro K orgenfo legato. And though pearls are usually

called stones by the Hebrews, yet they are of a quite

diiferent kind trom those stones produced in the earth ;

such as gems properly so called. They who contend

for bdellium, have scarce any other argument but the

afiinhy of the appellation, which is often fallacious : in

Other respects bdellium and manna have no such agree-

ment.

XXXIV. Its savour or taste is liV^ewise highly com-

mended, Exod. xvi. 31. KETZAPPI CHITH BIDBASH,

Siciit eplchvti exjikllc, as Junius translates, " as of a

wafer made of honey," or, according to the Vijlgate,

gvasi siml'ce in rn-dlc, '' as of" fine flour in honey." And
lvum,b. xi. ij. as the t^islc 'iffrah oil. As the scripture
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thus determines the taste, the fictions of the Jews are

very trifling, which the Papists too greedily catch at,

the better to put a varnish on their monster of tansub-

stantiation ; as that the manna had all kinds of tastes,

and that every individual Israelite tasted in it wliatcver

he pleased ;
young nnen, bread ; old men, honey ;

young children, oil : as the Jewish masters triHe in

Schemofli Rabbet, sect. 25. with whom the author of the

book of ¥/isdom, chap, xvi, 20. seems to agree. It is

astonishing, with what nicety the Papists dispute on

this matter j namely, whether this was only tlie privi-

lege of the pious, or common to them with the wicked,

Tirinus, after Augustine, Abulcnsis, and Hugo Cardi-

nalis, stands up for the former 3 but is opposed by Corn.

a Lapide. This being observed, there are other ques-

tions also started ; and among the rest, whether the

ifianna changed not only its taste, but also its substance,

at the desire of those vs'ho eat of it_, so as to be turned

into an ^g^^, 3. pullet, or lamb, as often as such things

were longed for ; or whether a change only was made

in the qualities ? In either of these ways, they find some-

thing in the manna to support their doctrine of transub-

stantiation. For if the former, as has seemed good to

doctors of great reputation, Vv'^e have an evident exam-

ple of a transubstantiation. If the latter, with the Je-

suit a Lapide, hence at least may be concluded, that

accidents may remain without their substance ; because,

as a different taste usually accompanies a different sub-

stance, the substance of the manna remainfng, the taste

was changed at will, and proved nourishing : whence

it follows that the accidents of bread may also remain,

and prove nourishing in the transubstantiated wafer.

But these are the dotages and fond sportings ot men,

who shamefully abuse their wit, and are overrurned by

three arguments trom scripture, i. As it accurately
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describes the peculiar taste of the manna. ?. As Jt

mentions the industry of the Israelites in the different

ways by which they prepared it for their more conveni-

ent use. 5. As it gives an account of their loathing it.

Numb. xi. 6. which could not happen, did the manna

yield the palate any taste at pleasure.

XXXV. However, we have not yet got over all the

difficulty : for, as the taste of honey differs from the

taste of oil, we may inquire, how manna can be com-

pared to both in taste ? But this difficulty may be obvi-

ated three ways : if we say, first, that the taste of tlie

manna was somewhat different, when it was eaten in

a plain manner, from what it was, when differently

dressed and prepared by the Israelites : the one may
therefore be understood of manna undressed ; the other

of that which was boiled. And again, which I vi'ould

prefer, it might, in a different respect, be compared

both .with honey and with oil : not that in all respects the

taste of it resembled either oil or honey ; but partook

of something of both, the sweetness of honey, and the

fatness of oil ; in general a taste mixed of both. It

might be added, as honey is* the chief of sicect things,

as the son of Sirach speaks, whatever things are sweet

to the taste, may be compared with honey. And so

manna may be said to have the taste of honey, that is,

in general, to.be very sweet. Wherefore the author of

the book of Wisdom, chap. xix. 21. calls it a kind of\
ambrosialfood that coidd easily melt, eutekton ge-

JJOS AMBROSIAS TROPHES.
XXXVI, The external adjuncts or circumstances

are place and time. The place where God fed the Is-

'^ The author of Ecclesiasticus, speaking of the bee, sajs, he^-

fruit is the chief of sweet things.

t Our English version renders it a kind of heavenly meat, that

"ivasofa-nature apt to melt.
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facHtes with manna was the vvilderness. The favor of

heaven supplied them with what the barrenness of the

soil denied: and when they were destitute of ordinary

bread, produced from the earth, they were satisfied

with broad which came down from heaven. Finely

says Josephus :
" So divine and admirable w^as this

food, that it supplied the want of all others to those

that partook of it :" and truly believers may go every

where with safety, when God leads the way, even

through the wilderness, and a land not sown, Jcr. ii. 2.

The young li&ns do lack and siifftr hunger ; but they

iJiat seek Jehovah, shall not ivant any good thing, Psal.

XXX i v. 10.

XXXVII. We are to observe the following- things

concerning the time when the manna was given. As,

] . That the Israelites had none, before they left Egypt

:

then they happily exchanged their cucumbers, pompi-

ons, garlic, and every servile food, for the bread of

heaven, and tjie dainties of angels. 2. That this bread

was for the first time rained down from heaven, when
there was nothing in the land to stay their hunger.

Thus God usually provides for his own people in due

season, and, where ordinary means fail, employs extra-

ordinary. While a famine raged in all places, the ra-

pacious ravens Carry a daily portion to Elias, 1 Kings

xvii. 6. 3. That the manna was rained every day, ex-

cept on the Sabbath ; when none was to be seen on the

ground : but a double portion was gathered the day be-

fore, for the supply of the following. Thus the good-

ness of God is new every day : neither will the obser-

vance of his commands, especially that of the Sabbath,

prove detrimental to any. 4. That the manna conti-

nued forty years, till the Israelites came into Canaan,

where thev could cat of the fruits of the land, Josh, v.

Vol. lir. C c
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12. For where ordinary means arc within our reach,

v/e are not to desire or expect extraordinary.

XXXVIII. The Israelites were to perform the fol-

lowing DUTIES with respect to the manna. First,

rhey were to gather it very early, because it would

melt, when the sun was more advanced. So hateful to

God is sloth, that when raining down bread from hea-

ven upon his people, without their labour, he command-

ed them to rise with the sun to gather it. T^Ian was not

suffered to be idle even in paradise.

XXXIX. Secondly, They were to gather it by a

certain measure, an homer for each : a quantity, it is

probable, sufficient to satisfy even the most robust, and

those of the largest appetite. For an homer was a large

measure, concerning which may be seen M'ascrus de.

aniiq. mcnsur. lib. ii. c. 3. where he shews, that an ho-

mer contains as much as forty-three shells of eggs and

a half. Tirinus has computed the allowance of each

to have been about fifty of our ounces. God stinted

them to a certain measure, to set bounds to their ex-

cessive appetite ; but indulged them in such a mea-

sure, as would shew the riches of his bounty.

XL. But the account here given by Moses deserves

particular consideration, namely, that some of the Isra-

elites gathered more, others less : but that afterwards

when it was measured by the homer, he who had ga-

thered more, had nothing over, and he who had gatlier-

ed less, had no lack, Exod. xvi. 17. Some have con-

ceived a twofold miracle here ; one about the gather-

ing of the manna ; the other about the consuming it.

They imagine, if any had gathered less than the ap-

pointed quantity, before it came to be measured, what

was lacking was miraculously added by an angel ; but

if more, the overplus was taken away by an angel, and

invisibly added to what others gathered. They aho'
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ima^uic, that every one consumed an entire liomer of

manna a-day : but as this was not possible in such a di-

versity of ages and health without a miracle, they bold-

ly ])vonounce, that God very unequally attempeicd the

nutritive efficacy of the manna in equal quantities to the

strength and appetite of every person ; and besides,

heajied the manna closer in the homer for the more

voracious, but looser for the weaker and the young.

XLI. But all these things are framicd at pleasure :

nor are we to multiply miracles without necessity. As
to the gathering, the manner of it seems to have been

thus. Every one gathered as much as he could : and,

as is usual in such cases, some gathered more, others

less, as some were more diligent ihan others. But

what was collected by all who lived under the same

tent, seenis to have been thrown into one heap ; trom

which the master of the family taking the appointed

measure, so distributed to each his portion, without

paying any regard to the labourer diligence employed,

but to the divine appointment, so that each had an equal

portion. For so much could with case be jointly ga-

thered, as that every one might have an equal portion.

These thoughts have, in my opinion, been judiciously

suggested by the m.ost excellent Rivet ; and may be

conlirnied from 2 Cor. viii. It, 15. where Paul CNhort,^

the rich ' to supply the wants of the poor outot their

abundance, by this argument ; because it is urilfcn,

lie lliaf. had f^afhcrcd much iuid nothing over ; and i;c

tiuit /ladi^afficrcd lilllf, had no lack. As \\ lie hrd said,

" As iormerly it was tlie v.ill of God, thnt, among the

Israelites, they who had gathered much manna, should

sup{)ly the wants of those who had gatiiered less, tliat

there nu'fdit be an equalitv ; so aniO!^i<r Cliristinns, il is

n^ut just, tliat tliose ^^^o, l)}- the bcntiUv o'i G'od, arc

possessed oi an arfiuence of crood tp.iiicrs, siiould suDidy
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the wants of those for whom a more scanty provision is

made."

XLII. I am also of Rivet's opinion with respect to

their eating the manna ; nairrely, that every one had

really such a quantity allowed him, as was sufficient

even for the largest appetite, yet that each was at li-

berty to eat a^: much as he pleased ; and therefore jh at

most of them had more food, than either necessity re-

quired, or than they could well eat : but that, as they

were not allowed to keep what was over till the next

day, they might throw it away towards evening ; that

so they might profess their faith and confidence in God,

who, they were persuaded, would grant them a fresh

supply the following day. And the throwing away the

superfluous manna was no sign ot contempt, any more

than the burning what was left of the paschal lamb ;

but rather an evidence of a sincere trust and confidence

in God.

XLIII. The ilu'rd duty was, to reserve none of the

manna for the morrovv', ver. 19. Not that every per-

son was obliged to consume their measure daily, and

force it upon their loathing stomach beyond their appe-

tite : for this, as I have just hinted, was inconsistent

with the holiness, wisdom, and goodness of God. It

was enou":h, if nothintr was reserved for the use of the

follovv'ing day. What remained might either be burnt

in the fire, or buried in the earth, or jriven to the cattle.&•

or destroved some other wav. But God, bv this me-

thod, v.'as pleased to try tVjcir obedience, Exod. xvi. 4.

and to exercise their diligence every day, and teach

them contentment, and to inculcate faith and trust up-

on them, that, depending a^one on his providence, they

mi'rht wholly coniiVwi to him the cars fur the morrow,

Matth, vi. 25, 31. i
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XLIV. Foiirthlij, The day before the Sabbcith they

were to gatlier a doubh^ qiiantity, ver, 7. and were al-

lowed to lay up wh.atever was left of that till the next

day, ver. 25. which neither stunk, as what was reserv-

ed on other, days, nor had any worm therein, ver. 26.

By this (jod intended, tiiat, on the Sabbath, tliey should

desist from every work that regards the care of tliis ani-

mal life, and devote themselves to him alone. And in

fact he shewed, that he would add other things to those

that seek his kingdom and righteousness ,; and that it

would prove no detriment to any, if, laving aside the

care of the body, they at stated times laid themselves

out for God : as also, that, during the six days of .this

life, we are to gather those things v.hich may be of ser-

vice on the Sabbath ; for, on the seventh day, that is,

after this life, there will be no longer time for working :

JVhatsocTcr thy handjindcih io do, do it with thy might ;

for tJtere is no work-, iwr device, nor i.nozvlcdge, nor wis-

dorfi in the grave zvhithcr thou gocst, Eccl. ix. 10. V/e

are far from thinking, that this here was the first ii:isti-

tution of the Sabbath, but rather that it was a solemn

renovation of what was instituted from the beginning ot

the wcn-ld, but had been interrupted by the bondage in

Egypt, and a coniirmation ot it by the miracle ot the

manna. For Moses, ver. 3. speaks ot tlje Sabbath, a.s

a thing formerly known by the Israelites, I'iiis is titat

ichich Jehovah hath said, To-morrow is the rest of ihc

holy 'Sabbatli unto Jehovah, &c. V/e are not ignorant

ot what the great Selden, de jure not. b' gent. ^c. lib.

in. c. 9. seq. has largely, and learnedly indeed, oppos-

ed to this ; but it is not of that weight, as to sway

^wiih us.

XLV. Fifthly, and lastly, God comma!Kied an ho-

mer of manna to be laid up in a golden urn or pot, for

a perpetu'al n'iem-.)rial thereof, and placed beiore hi:j
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face through all the generations of Israel. Aaron did

this accordingly ; namely, at tlfe due time, when the

tabernacle and ark were reared up. For these things

are related here, by an evident prolepsis or anticipa-

tion, on occasion of this history, ver. 33. though, as

is very plain, it was not done till afterwards. God,

indeed, would not have the memory of so great a mi-

racle die away among the Israelites : and therefore he

not only took care to have these prodigies recorded ;

but the remains of the miracle, great beyond all excep-

tion, and adapted to strike every one with amazement,

to survive. Nevertheless, to prevent their being made

an occasion of superstition or idolatry, he wisely order-

ed them to be laid up in the most holy place, and re-

moved from the use of the common people.

XLVI. We must here, by the \vay, remove an ap-

parent contradiction. Moses says, Exod. xvi. 34. that

a pot with manna, agreeably to the divine command,

was bv Aaron laid up before the icstimony to be kept.

But the testimony is either the ark, so called, because

the testimonial tables of the covenant were laid up in it,

or the tables thiCmselves that were in the ark. But Paul

writes, Ileb. ix. 4. In trhich [the 2ir^) ifas the gotden

pot, that had manna, and Aaron s rod that budded, and.

the tables of ihe covenant j where he places the pot with

the manna in the ark, as well as the tables of the cove-

nant. This difficulty is so much the greater, if we
compare 1 Kings viii. 9. and 2 Chron. v. 10. Vvbere it

is expressly said, that there was notiiing in the ark, but

the two tables (jf the law. Many things have been in-

geniously devised by the learned, to lakeofi' tl^.is appa-

rent contradiction, i own, 1 am be:-:t })lcascc] \\h\\ the

observation ot Drusius on Exod. xvi. :M. tliat the j)nrli-

clc i/i with tlie Hebrews, and thc^.e that adopt their

\v:\\ of siooakiniT. sometin.ics dootes a', ncar^ by, 'lo
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prove this, he quotes Josh. x. 1 I. and Judg. xviii. 12.

Another learned autlior has very properly added Josli.

V. 13. 1 Khig^ xvii. o. Jcr. xiii. 5. Co!, iii. 1. And
therefore i'n iclncli, here denotes, at or near tJic ark.

Yet Drusius himself starts a (ht^iculty, whieh he owns

he is not able to remove. "• I'^ery tiling would answer

well," says he, " unless there followed, the tables of

the covenant : for these were whhin the ark. But that

X[\^ preposition in should signify two different things in

the same place, is not very probable : take care there-

fore, hov/ you believe this." But we arc not so soon

to lose heart. We have at least found this, that in

sometimes denotes such a latitude ot place, that it even

comprehends those things which are near and bj/.

Aloreovcr, the ark was so framed, that some things

might be placed on the sides of it without, as appears

in the case of the volunie of the law written by Moses,

which was placed in the side of tJie ark of the covenant

of the Lori.L Deut. xxxi. 2G. All the thinc"s therefore

mentioned by Paul were in tJie ark, that is, icithin fJie

cowpass of the ark, though some of them were within

it more than others. No-r could Paul speak less pro-

perly thus, than wx do, when, for instance, we say, in

the human body there arc skin, and flesh, and bones,

and bowels : where iji is used in the same sense, and

yet with some latitude.

XT .VII. There are three sins of the ],sraelites record-

ed with respect to the manna. 1 . That several of them,

contrary to the express command of God, reserved

some of- it for the morroW'-, Exod. xvi. 20. ^\'ith such

insolence does the wisdom of the flesh set itself in di-

rect opposliion to (iod, th.ough, by his astonishing

goodness, h,e renders himself amiable, and at the same

time venerable. And this obstinacy of corrupt nature

is not to be subdued bv anv miracl!:s. But what wai*
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reserved, began to swarm with worms, and was pud'^-

fed. To teach us^ that whatever is unjustly and co-

vetously reserved, contrary to the command of God,

stinks before God and men ; and hence worms arise,

that is, various kinds of evils, especially the worm of

conscience. Whereas, on the contrary, what was re-

served against the future Sabbath, proved permanent

and incorruptible, Matth. vi. 20. 1 Tim. vi. 19. 2.

That they went forth on the very Sabbath to seek for if ;

however then they found nothing, ver. 27. God just-

ly frustrates the desires of those, and renders their la-

bours abortive, who undertake any thing contrary to his

command. Nor have such any reason to expect the

divine blessing on their labours, vv'ho, on the day of th«

Lord's rest, are employed in things that regard their

own subsistence, whiic they omit the worship of God,

Is. Iviii. 13, 14. 3. That at last they loathed and dis-

dained the manna, though it was the sweetest and most

wholesome of allfood, especially in comparison of the

cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the

garlic. Numb. xi. 5, 6. Thus men usually prefer the

carnal refuse of this world to the treasures of heaven,

the husks of the earth, to the dainties of angels. And
that nothing on this earth is so delightful, but that one

time or other it begets a loathing : even the most ex-

cellent giits of God, natural, as w^ell as spiritual, on ac-

count of this perverscness of our minds, through cus-

tom, lose their value in our esteem.

XLVHT. Now let us conbid<-r the my^fcrv of tl-.e

manna. Paul tcachcth us, that this food was sacra-

mental, 1 Cor. X. 3. where he c-Ahii spiritual meat

:

but it was so, not in its own nature, for it vvas appoint-

ed for tlie support of the animal life, but in significa-

tion, wherein it answers to our mystical supper. Au-

gustine on Psnl. Ixxvii. I. -^nys, *' it was spiritual, that
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IS, it signified something spiritual." And Christ de-

clares, John vi. 32. tliat himself was that true bread,

which came down from heaven, and was prefigured by

the manna. Th@ Jews, however blind, promise to

themselves a new manna by the Messiah. For thus in

Midras CoJielcl, fol. 86. col. 4. "The first redeemer

caused the manna to descend, so also the latter redeemer

will make the manna to descend : as it is written, And
there shall be an handful of corn in the earth, Psal.

Ixxii. IG." Though their expectations were really car-

nal and corrupt, yet they arc the remains of ancient an4

vspiritual instruction. So likewise in Midras Cantici,

fol. 16. c. 4. " The last redeemer shall be revealed to

ihem. And whither will he lead them ? some say, to

the wilderness of Judah, others to the wilderness of Si-

hon, and Og ; and he will cause the manna to descend

to them." But it is to be observed, that Christ frequent-

ly fed the multitude in the deserts of Judea, ai}d in the

wilderness of Og, vrith the food of his word, which ig

more excellent than any manna ; and when there was

occasion for it, stayed the hunger of the body with

bread, which he multiplied no less miraculously, than

the manna formerly was. See other testimonies of the

Jews in Viega on Rev. ii. 17. But, according to th^

method prescribed, let us come to particulars.

XLIX. Manna denotes that food, which was ap-

pointed, prepared by God, and given to the Israelites

for their portion, in order to the support of life. So

Christ is the gift of God, John iv. 10 ; that excellent

fffl^ foreordainedhy God, 1 Pet. i. 20. and by his un-

speakable goodness bestowed on the true Israel, for

their portion, Jer. x. 16. by which they should live.

Thus Jesus himself declares, John vi. 51. I am the

livini; bread, rchich came down from heaven : if any

man eat of this bread, he shall liie for ever.-*— ibe

Vol. in. D d
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manna was given to the Israelites, when they were

least concerned about the blessings of God, and put a

greater value on the good things of Egypt, and had

again tempted God. Christ came into the world, when

it was most corrupted, and offered his spiritual bles-

sings, at a time when the very best could scarce ascend

above earthly and carnal things. Israel did not know

the manna, when it was first given, though promised

by Moses. Though Christ was so often promised by

Moses and all the holy prophets, and described to the

life, yet when he came into the world, the world knew

him not, John i. 10.

L. Though the origin of the manna was from hea-

ven, yet the vapours or exhalations, from which it was

congealed together, were raised from the earth by the

efficacy of the sun. Christ several times repeats it, that

he came down from heaven, to give life to the world,

John vi. He who is the day-springfrom oiihigh^ Luke

i. 78. is also the fruit of the earth. Is. iv. 2. We
have already observed, that angels vv^ere employed about

the descending manna, A great multitude of the hea-

venly host sung the birth-day song, when Christ first

cam« into the world, Luke ii. 13. Moses, indeed,

could not give the manna, yet he promised it, and ex-

plained the nature of it. So neither was he the author

of true salvation, but testified of Christ, and taught that

the life of the soul consists in communion with him,

John v. 46.

LI. The manna was, in its form and figure, small

and minute, promising nothing great at first sight :

thus also Christ, when he was seen only with the eyes

of flesh, had neither form nor comeliness, that we should

desire him. Is. liii. 2. Yet the white colour of the

manna, and usually that of pearls too, represented the

most excellent purity of the Lord Jesus, and the glory
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of the divine majesty, slihu'fig forth in the assumed form

of a servant. The taste of the manna, that was so

vcTy sweet, like honey, and the most excellent oil, sig-

nifies the imspeakable delights of that grace we obtain

by Christ, whose sweetness none understand but they

who taste it, Psal. xxxiv. 8. In order to be a more

proper food for Israel, it was ground in mills, or pound-

ed with pestles, or baked in pans. Numb. xi. 8. Chiist

was also prepared by various sufferings, that he might

be most sweet and wholesome food to our souls.

LII. The manna was rained down in the wilderness:

and Christ came into the world, and to the people of

Israel, when, like a wilderness, it was overgrown with

thistles and thorns, and most barren of good fruit ; and,

by his coming, comforted all the urnste places of Zio?iy

and made her xvilderness like Eden, and her desert like

the garden of Jehovah, Is. li. 3. It was then, that

the Israelites obtained the manna, when all that they

had brought out of Egypt, was spent, and they saw

they must inevitably perish by famine, unless they were

relieved by the unexpected favor of heaven. Christ

bestows his grace only on those, who, sensible of their

want, and rejecting every worldly comfort, chuse to

owe their salvation to him alone, Luke i. 53. Hefilled

the hungry zvitii good things, and sent the rich empty

azoay. Nor can any one hope for the consolations of

divine grace, unless he first quit the Egypt of this world,

and the prison of sir,, and passing through the Red sea

of sorrowful repentance, he give himself up to be led

and directed by the Holy Spirit, in Liic Vs ay to the hea-

venly Canaan, Is. xxxii. 16, 17.

LIII. The manna came down every day, and when-

ever the morning dawned, presented itself trcsh to the

Israelites. Thus also the grace and tender mercies ot

the Lord are nc^v every morning. Lam. iii. 23. Yet
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this bfead was in such manner given for six days, as

^one of it was to be seen on the seventh. This sceVns

to signify, that Christ would in his appointed time ap-

pear among the Israelites, and converse daily with

them ; but afterwards would neither be seen, nor

sought for, any where on earth, nor be imagined to be

either in this or in the other place. But because that

day was the seventh of the week, this set forth, he should

cease to be seen by men on the seventh, but on the

first day of the week, when he returned from the grave,

he would present himself to the view of his people al-

most as early as the sun. When the Israelites were

come into Canaan, the manna ceased ; every thing

which regards the state of the church, wandering in

the wilderness of this world, consequently every heal-

ing grace, and every thing which Hows to us from Christ

as Mediator, and supposes any defect, shall cease after

the last day, when God himself shall be all in all to his

church, when introduced into the heavenly country, 1

Cor. XV. 28.

LIV. The manna w^as not bestowed on the Israel-

ites, as the effect of their sowing or culture, or of any

human industry
;_
but by the gratuitous gift of the di-

vine goodness and bounty alone : the only thing re-

quired of them, was to receive, to gather, and make
uSe of that gift of God. Thus in like manner, the life

and salvation we have in Christ the Lord, is not of hiut

that xvilleth, nor of him that rinincth, but of God that

sheiveth mercyy Rom. ix. 16. And his grace is «w «

deiv from Jahovahy as the showers upon tJie grass, thai

iarrieth not for maUy nor icaiieih for the sons of men,

Mic. v. 7. It is however our duty, by faith to receive,

and apply to ourselves the offered grace. And tliis

Was what our Saviour meant, when he said, John ix.

^7. Labour not for the meat which p^risheth, but fur
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ihat meat which endureih unto t:verlasting life, xvliich the

"Son of man shall give unto you. And this;, indeed,

was to be done early in the morning, not letting slip

the opportunity. Is. Iv. 6. Seek ye the Lord, ichile he

is near. Psal. Ixiii. 1. O God, tJioii art my God, early

will I seek thee. Tlie Israelites were to go without

the camp, in order to have the manna. Wliosoever

labours to find Christ, must not indulge too much the

ease of the flesh. When the spouse sought her belov-

ed in her bed, she found him not, Cant. iii. i. but when

she had gone a little further, she found him, vcr. 4.

LV. Though God gave the manna in a certain stint-

ed measure, yet in a quantity sufficient tor those ot the

largest appetite : Christ deals out a portion of his grace

to each, in such a manner as nothing may be wanting

to their salvation, 2 Cor. xii. 9. His grace, hovvev^M-,

is equally set before all the elect, that each may tal^e

of it to his full satisfaction, Cant. v. 1. If they opea

their mouths wide, they shall be filled wifh the good-

ness of the Lord, Psal. Ixxxi. 10, and xxxvi. 8, 9. —

Our esteem and longing for the divine grace can indeed

never be to excess ; nor are we forbid to strive after

more : let each account it said to himself, 1 Cor. xii.

31. Covet earnestly the best gifts. But yet every one

ought to be content with the most free and wise dis-

pensation of our Father, humbly confessing ourselves

unworthy even of the least. But if any, by the bles-

sing of God, is found to have gathered more tha?i

others, his duty is to lay out his abundance for the com-

mon benefit, and supply the wants of ethers from the

plenty of his gifts.

LVL The manna, tb.at was kept to the following

day, became tainted, and ceased a.ny longer to be

either the usual, much less the sacramental bread.

Thus also the euchaiibiicai brtud, the antitype of the
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manna, after*the time is over, when it is distributed to

be eaten, loses the virtue of a sacrament 5 and if it be

kept contrary to the command of God, instead of being

a spiritual food, w^ill be found tainted with the maggots

of a base superstition.—A double quantity was gather-

ed the day before the Sabbath, for the use of that day

of rest : on the same day of the week, the labour of

Chtist's soul being redoubled, such an abundance of

grace was purchased for the elect, even enough to sa-

tiate, and make them happy through an eternal Sab-

bath. ^Nor are we to apprehend, that the spiritual

gifts, laid up that day, can be tainted by any corrup-

tion. In a word, the keeping the manna in a gold-

en por, and the laying it up in the tabernacle, before

Jehovah and the testimony, set forth, that he who

came down from heaven, to be the bread of life to sin-

ful man, should again be taken up into heaven, and

continue in the sanctuary not made with hands, and in

a state of uninterrupted life before God ; whence also

the communion with Christ in glory is called the hidden

vianmif Rev. ii. 17. However, we are, above all

things, to be on our guard, lest, with the ungrateful

Israelites, we loath the incomparable delights of the

heavenly grace, and prefer the husks of this world be-

fore them, and so incur the justest vengeance of a de-

spised Deity.

LVII. But forasmuch as thefavor of meat is nofhingy

if there be no drink, as Josephus introduces Moses

speaking to God ; and because the superabundant ful-

ness which is in Christ, was to be shadowed torth 10

the ancient people, as well as to us, the divine good-

ness indulged the marmuring Israelites likewise with

drink, which was as miraculous as their meat. For,

the people being parched with thirst, and finding no

water, either for themselves or chiidrcn, much less



Of the Manna. 2^d

their cattle, m the parched wilderness, Moses, at

God's command, striking with his rod the rock which

was in Horcb, on whose summit the glorious majesty

of the divine presence was seen, opened large veins of

water, Exod. xvii. 1.—6. This miracle is celebrated

in many places of scripture, Psal. Ixxviii. 15, 16. lie

clave the Tocks in the zcHilerncss, and gave iJievi drink,

as out of the great depths : he brought streams also out

of the 7'oc/i, and eaused zvaters to run duzcji like rim.'rs.

Some imagine the rock itself was turned to streams of

water, from Psal. cxiv. 8. where the Vulgate translates,

^ui convertit pttrani in stagna aquarum, ct rupern infon-^

tes aquarum, ** which turned the rock into a standing

water, the flint into a fountain of waters ;" the Septua-

gint, Tou TREPSANTOs. But this is a poetical hyper-

bole, as if we should say, heaven itself was dissolved

into showers. Nothing is more ridiculous, than to

bring this in support of the monster of transubstantia-

tion. Bat whether God first miraculously produced the

water in that place, or whether, when Moses smote

the rock with his rod, he suddenly set open the veins of

water, which had been there before, but had been shut

up till then, is not for us to determine, since the scrip-

ture is silent. What the Jews feign, that the rod of

Moses was made of adamant, and hence penetrated

the rock by the stroke ; and that therefore Moses is

said not to have struck upon the rocky but in the rocky

ver. 6. is trifling to the highest degree.

LVIII. As there is no great difficulty in this histori-

cal account, we hasten to the consideration of tlie mys-

tery, set forth, 1 Cor. x. 4. And did all drink the same

spiritual drink. Spiritual, not surely in its own nature,

but in its signification, as we have intimated, concern-

ing the meat. For they drank of the spiritual rock that

followed them, that is, the water of the rock which fol-
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lowed them in a plentiful stream in the wildernessi:

JnJ that rock zfas Christ, that is, as TertuUian, dc pa^

fie/iffa, says well, " signified Christ :" with whom Au-

gustine agrees, qu^esf. 57. hi Levitkum, " The rock was

Christ, not in substance, but in signification." Let us

take a survey of the similitude.

LIX. It is certain, Christ is often called a rock in

Scripture, on account of his eternal duration, Is.xxvL

4. and impregnable strength, Psal. xxxi. 2. and, which

is the consequence of that, a most safe habitation, Psal»

Jxxi. 3. Yet I imagine these respects do not come un-

der our present consideration. Christ is here represent-

ed by a rock only, as that gave water to quench the

thirst of the Israelites.

LX. The true simihtude is this. 1. This rock hath

its name from a parched dry ivaste (for tliis is the mean-

ing qf Horeb in Hebrew) and seemed to promise no^

thing less than what it produced, namely streams, for

giving water to such a number of people with their cat.-

tle. Is not Christ also as a root out of a dry ground f

Is. liii. 2. And is it not something above a prodigy,

that he who complained of thirst on the cross, should

call out to others. If any man thirst, let him come unto

me anddrink. He that tielieveth on mc, as the scripture

hatli said, out of his Iwlly shallfore livers of living zca-

ier, John vii. 37, 38 ? 2. The rock did not produce

water till it was smitten. Thus also it became^ God to

make the Captain of our salvation perfect through suffer-

ings, Heb. ii. 10. When his side was pierced with the

spear, immediately there issued out blood and water,

John xix. 34. And by this means he became afoun-

tain opened to the house of David, and to the inhabitant

f

f)f Jerusalemfor si73, andfor uncleanness, Zech. xiii. 1.

3. Nor was it lawful to smite the rock with any other

instrument than the rod of the Lawgiver: to intimate.



Of the Water, 8(c. 2i2l

that Christ was to undergo the same sufFenngs, and

the same curse, threatened by the law to the sinner

man. Gal. iii. 13. 4. The smiting of the rock was

performed in the sight of the elders of the murmuring

people. At the loud clamour of an enraged m.ultitude,

and at the desire of the elders, many of them also

standing by, Christ was nailed to the cross, Matth.

xxvii. 41. 5. The m«ajesty of the Supreme Being dis-

played itself on the top of the rock. When Christ suf-

fered, did he not, even at that time, so vail himself as

if he was void of divine glory ? But they who were

most unwilling to own it, were obliged to confess it,

Matth. xxvij. 54. 6. Such a quantity of water flowed

from the rock, that was sufficient not only to quench

the thirst of the Israelites, but also to follow them ia

streams, whithersoever they travelled in the wilderness,

Psal. Ixxviii. 15, 20. Psal. cv. 41. Thus also the abun-

dance of grace that is in Christ, makes our cup to ovqt-

Jioiv, and goodness and mercy to follow us all the days

of our Ufe, Psal. xxiii. 5, 6.

LXI. What we have recorded. Numb. xx. 8. is dif-

ferent from this history, and is likewise mystical.

There Closes is commanded indeed, not to smite the

rock with his rod, but only to speak unto the rock, be-

fore the eyes of the Israelites, in order to its producing

water. By which, it seems, was signified, that Christ

ought to suffer but once, and that his one oirering was

fufiicient for perfecting believers, Heb. ix. 27, 28.

ileb. X. 1 4. The efficacy of which was to be dispens-

ed to the elect by the preaching of the gospel. But

Moses, contrary to tlie will of the precept, though ac-

cording to the will of the divine decree, in smiting the

rock twice, was a type of those who wickedly indeed,

bat bvthe determinate counsel of God, persecute over

Vol. Ill, E e
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again, and evil entreat Christ, after once suffering oii

the cross, in his mystical body, Acts ix. 4. Col. i. 20.

As out of the rock, which was smitten twice, there is-

sued out much water, and the congregation drank.

Numb. XX. 11. so, in like manner, even the afflictions

of believers have turned out to the advantage of the

church, Phil. i. 12. Tlie blood of the martyrs, like a

fructifying rain, has watered the paradise of God ; and

the sparks, flying every way from their funeral piles,

have far and near kindled a new light of faith, and new
flames of lov^e : so that the church never experienced a

greater abundance of divine consolations, than wheh
she was forced to endure the heaviest strokes of perse-

cution. Yet as Moses himself, who was so faithful,

so dear to God, was for this very thing excluded the

land of Canaan, Numb. xx. 11. so none af these per-

secutors shall go unpunished for this their rash pre-

sumption, Psal. cv. 14. 2 Thess. i. 6.

LXII. There now remains the sacrament of the bra-

zen sn'pent, whose history recorded Numb. xxi. 6. Bo-

chart has distinctly explained, Hierozoic. p. 2. lib. 3. c.

13. The sum of which is this. The Israelites, for

murmuring against God, and against Moses, and speak-

ing with contempt of the heavenly manna, incurred the

heavy displeasure of the Deity. And therefore serpents

were sent among them, to bite the people, and imme-

diately cut off many by an infectious calamity. The

scripture calls these serpents seraphim ; which name

they have in common with the most exalted angels, and

is derived from burning ; but are so called, because

tliey send a flame out of their mouth, and burn by their

venQmous breath. The Greeks call some serpents from

their heat, presteras and kausonas. But whe-

ther ser^aph here denotes a water-serpent, or an amphi-

/bious serpent, which is Cochart's opinion, or any other
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species of serpents, is neither so very certain, nor imicli

our concern to know. It is more profitable to consi-

der, how the divine mercy, importuned by the com-

plaints of the people, and the confession of their sin,

and the prayers of Moses, afforded a present remed)'

for so great an evil. At the direction of God, a brazen

serpent was framed by Moses, and put upon a pole ;

t^iat whoever looked upon it, when it was thus erect-

ed, might find a most infallible cure for the mortal bites

of the serpents : which also the event plainly proved.

Three things are here distinctly to be observed. 1.

The misery of the people. 2. God's favor and good-

ness. 3. The duty required of man, in order to his

partaking of that goodness.

LXIII» In the misery of the people, we are to con-

sider both the sin and the punishment of it. It was a

sin, to throw contempt upon the manna, and to m-ur-

mur against God and against Moses. The depraved

corruption of nature scarce any where more plainly

shews itself, than in the people of Israel j who, though

loaded with so many benefits by God, so often chastis-

ed with paternal rods, yet incessantly returned to their

natural disposition. Nor do they rise up against Mo-
ses alone, by whose means they had escaped so many
dangers, but against God himself, who was present

among them, by such extraordinary signs of his majes-

ty : and with a frantic, wantonness loath the manna,

even the heavenly manna, which they had lately re-

ceived with so much eagerness. Does not this plainly

argue the unconquerable depravity of our nature,, and

the incredible abuse of the divine beneficence in man,

when left to himself ? And as we are all of the same,

frame, we may beliold a specimen, of our own per-

verseness in the Israelites.
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LXIV. The punishment consequent on the sin, wa^

the bites of. fiery serpents ; by which it is not impro-

perly imagined, are shadowed forth the suggestions of

the devil, when he tempts to despair, and which Paul

calls Md- fiery darts of Satan, Eph. vi. 16. and which

spread their poison through every part. For the devils

are truly seraphim j who, as in their first creation, they

shone fair with the flames of divine love, so after their

sin became horrid and scorching serpents. As them-

selves are scorched with the fire of divine vengeance,

so they burn with rage against God and his people.

And indeed they are justly given up to the vexations of

Satan, who contemptuously reject the word of the gos-

pel, and the grace of God in Christ, which is sweeter

than any manna ; or blaspheme against God himself,

as Hymeneus and Alexander, 1 Tim. i. 20.

LXV. But as those Israelites who found the bites of

the serpents mortal, not being careful to obtain a cure,

are an emblem of the impenitent, who despise the

grace of God, and so die in their sins : so they who
had recourse to Moses, confessing their sins, and im-

ploring the grace of God, plainly signify those, whom
a sense of sin, and dread of divine judgment, excite to

wiser resolutions ; such as those who were pricked in

their heart, and said to Peter and the other apostles,

3Ieu and brethren, xvhat shaltwe do ? Acts ii. 37. and

the jailor. Acts xvi. 29, 30. But for .their sake, God
commanded Moses to put a brazen serpent on a pole,

and promised, that as many as were bitten, should, by

looking to it, be cured. Indeed, I make no manner

of doubt, but this serpent v/as a representation of

Christ: for he himself asserts, John iii. 14. As Moses

lifted up Cue serpent in the zoilderness, even so must the

Sonof vian he lifted up. This type represents the anti-

type several waysv •
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. LXVI. First, As to the form. That the serpent

was a type of the devil, not of Christ, is asserted by a

learned author without any probable reason. Though
the serpents, which destroyed the Israelites by their ve-

nomous bites, were a figure of the devil, yet all circum-

stances loudly declare the brazen serpent, which was
made at God's command, and ordained to cure the

bites of the other serpents, was a sacrament of Christ.

Nor is it raore improper to represent Christ by the fi-

gure of a serpent, than, what the learned author so of-

ten inculcates, by that of a wanton goat. The simili-

tude consists in the following things. 1 . That Christ,

though himself tree from all sin, came in die likeness of

sinful /lash, Rom. viii. 3. 2. That, by a voluntary co-

venant-engagement, he substituted himself in the room

of those, who by nature, like all others, are a genera-

tion of vipers, Matth. iii. 7. 3. That by virtue of that

engagement, by bearing their sins, he was made sin

and a curse, 2 Cor. v. 21. Gal. iii. 13 ; and so had

truly the figure of a serpent, without its poison.

LXVII. Secondly, As to the inaiter of it, whereby,

in different respects, were represented both the vileness

of the human nature, the excellence of the divine, and

the efficacy of the gospel, as the learned have observ-

ed. 1. The serpent was not of gold, bilt of brass,

which is a meaner metal, to hold forth Christ to us, as

one in ivhom there is no form, nor comeliness, no beau- .

ty, that ivc sJiould desire liim. Is. liii. 2. 2. To signify

the divine power of Christ by the firmnesv. and diirablc-

ness of brass. Whence Job vi. 12. Is mi; sLrenglk the

strength of stones P oris mij flesh of brass ?' And in th.c

poet, a monument is -said to be more lasting- thiin brass.

3. As among metals brass is the most somidin g. ^\lience

Paul, 1 Cor. xiii. 1. / am become as asoiniding brass.

Thus Christ crucified seems to be rightly ;set forth by
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btass, as also the preaching of the cross, whose sound

went into all the earth, Rom. x, 18.

LXVIII. Thirdly, As to the lifting up. This lifting'

up of the serpent on a pole, prefigured the lifting up of

Christ, not his glorious exaltation in heaven, but his

ignominious lifting up on the cross, John iii. 14. as

John himself explains that phrase, John xii. 32, 33.

For, according to the Syriac and the language of the

Targum, to lift up, signifies to hang vp on a tree. Both

actions are denoted by the same term. And as Bochart

has learnedly abserved, that manner of speaking seems

to have taken its rise from the decree of king Darius

:

at least it may be confirmed by that, Ezra vi. 11. Who-

soever shall alter this zvard, let timber be pulled doicji

from his house, and being set up, let him he hanged (put

to death) tliereon : set up,- that is, hanged up. But

holocausts, or whole burnt-offerings, called in Hebrew

ekvations, because they were carried upwards, signifi-

ed, that Christ, when offering himself for sin, should

be lifted up on the cross. Nor is it for nothing, that

God would have the serpent lifted up hi/ Moses. Be-

cause it was in consequence of the curse, thundered

out by the law given by Moses, that Christ was nailed

to the cross.

LXIX. Fviirthly, With respect to the benefit. As

from the serpent the Israelites obtained the cure of their

mortal bites ; so in the livings of Christ thei^e is healing,

Mai. iv. 2. He healeik all our dis'eases, Psal. ciii. 3.

Wherefore as the Jews, depending on such a present

help, little dreaded the bites and stings of the other ser-

pents ; SO the believer, who relies upon Christ, and

makes nothing of the assaults of devils, cries out with

full assurance, O death, zvhcre is thy sting ? 1 Con

XV. bd.
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LXX. In order to partake in so great a benefit, God
required nothing of the Israelites, «but to look to the

brazen serpent : just so a bare look to Christ, lifted up
on the cross, perfectly cures the wounds given by the

devU j namely, a look of faith, by whicli Moses saw
him, who is invisible, Heb. xi. 27. Thus Christ him-

self explains it, John iii. 14, 15. As Moses lifted itp the

serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be

lifted 2ip ; thai zchosoever believeth in hhn should notpc-

rishy bi^i have eternal life. If therefore any among the

Israelites were blind, or voluntariiy turned away their

eyes, there remained no hope of salvation for them : so

neither at this day for unbelievers, or for those that re-

bel against the lights Job xxiv. 13. or for those, zvhose

minds the gad of this zcorldhath blinded, lest the light of

the glorious gospel of Christ should shine unto them, 2

Cor. iv. 4. Yet as even a weak sijrht mi Hit be savin jr -

so a faith still in a state of w'eakness, if it be genuine

and sincere, rescues us from death : and as whoever,

was once bit an.d" cured by the sight of the serpent, if

again bit, he was to have recourse to the same remedy

;

so if, after our restoration, w^e fall again into sin, the

same faith succours, as before.

A.

C H A P. XI.

Of the Blessings of the Old Testament.

.S the Old Testament is nothing but the covenant

of grace, as it was dispensed before Christ came in the

flesh, it is necessary, that all the blessings or good

things, which wore promised by the covenant of grace,

ai such, hav\^ likewise a place in the Old Testament,
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But tlie benefits of the covenant of grace are eternFiI

salvation, and \vhatever has a necessary connecti on

therewith ; such as, regeneration, vocation by the wfird

and Spirit of grace, faith, justification, spiritual pefice,

adoption, and, in a word, all the particulars explained

ill the preceding book. Though most of thesi are

much more eminent under the New Testament, yet all

of them, as to their substance, were conferred even un-

der the Old, as this is evident from the nature of the

thing, and from what we have proved before. We shall

only treat of the good things peculiar to the Oid Testa-

ment, especially under the Mosaic dispensation.

II. And they are five. I. The election of the Israel-

ites for a peculiar people. II. The inheritance of the

land of Canaan. III. The familiar demonstration and

inhabitation ot the Divine Majesty. IV. The shadow-

ing forth of divine mysteries, and daily sealing them by

a religion of ceremonies. V. An almost uninterrupted

succession of inspired prophets.

III. It was certainly a great benefit, that God should

chuse the people of Israel, above al] other nations of

the world, to have communion with himself in a most

stedfast covenant. God himself declares this in these

- W'Ords, Deut. vii, 6. For thou art a holy people unto Je-

hovah thy God. Jehovah thy God hath chosen thee to be

a special people unto himselfy above all people that are

upon theface of the earth. In consequence of this elec-

tion, it was, 1. That Israel was called the
^
first-born son

of God, Exod. iv. 22 ; that is, above all other people,

whose souls the same God had m.aue, and to whom he

gives life and breath, and all things : a singular people,

his only beloved, lord of all the rest, having a double

portion of the blessing, an inheritance, not only earthly,

but also spiritual. 2. That they should be the peculiar

property of God, his treasure, p1'Riousi.\, and, as it
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were, his royal riches, which he boasts of in the world,

and glories in, as Ira Segidhih j concerning the empha-

sis of which word, see what we have said, book iii.

chap. xii. § 7. and chap. xiii. § 19. 3. That they

again might glory in God, as in their portion. For

when God took them for a people to himself, he, at

the same time, gave them a right to call him their God,

and to have him for their portion : as these things are

joined together, Deut, xxvi. 17, 18. Thou hast avoiicJicd

Jehovah this day to be thy God ; and Jehovah hath

avouched thee this day to be his peculiar people. Jer. x.

16. The portion of Jacob is the Former of all things ; and

Israel is the rod of his inheritance. . 4. That they should

have a right to expect the Messiah, from the midst of

them, as one of their brethren, Deut. xviii. 15, 18.

IV. In these things, certainly, great was the advan-

tage of the Jew, and much the profit of circumcision,

much, J say, every xvay, Rom. iii. 1, 2. Hence the

apostle, Rom. ix. 4, 5. in strong terms amplifies that

advantage of the Jews ; xcho are Israelites, to zalwmper-

lainclh the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants,

and the giving of the laiv, and the service of God, and

the promises : whose are thefathers, and of whom as con-

ccrning the flesh Christ came. Yet none of these things,

nay, not all of them together, if we only consider th^|(F

external confederation, was sufficient to them for sal-

vation : For they are not all Israel, xvhich arc of Isra-

el : neither because they are the seed of Abraham, are

they all children, Rom. ix. 6, 7. Very many of them,

notwithstanding they were the children of the king-

dom, were cast out, Matth. viii. 12. Yet, in this elec-

tion of the whole body of tlie people to the communion

of a very close but vet external covenant, there was a

certain type of those who w^rc actually chosen to grace

Vol. Hi. F f
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and gloiy : and the godly among the Israelites, besides»

these outward prerogatives, enjoyed the saving favor of

God, and the privilege of the mystical covenant, in and

by them,

V. The second benefit or privilege of the Old Testa-

ment was the land of Canaan. This God had promis-

ed to Abraham and his seed. Gen, xii. 7, xiii. 15. &
XV, 7. nay, and assigned it to them by oath. Gen. xxvi.

3, 4. Exod. xxxiii. 1. Ezek. xx. 6. This promise,

confirmed by oath, God calls berith, a covenant, di-

ATKEKE, 2i. testament, that is, the last and irrevocable

distpos'cil of his vvdll. Gen, xv. 18. In that same day Je-

hovah mcide a covehant zoi'th Abi^iham, saying, Unto

thy seed have I given this land. And because, in con-

sequence of that testament, the seed of Abraham was

to possess that land, it is therefore called their inheri-

tance. Lam. V, 2. Heb. xi, 8.

VI. But we are by no means to understand this, as

if that typical inheritance made up the whole inheri-

tance of the Old Testament, or that we are to give such

a confined definition of the Old Testament, as if it was

only the will of giving the land of Canaan. Much less

a.re we to say, tliat they who deny this, cither admit no

Old Testament at all, or confound it with the new.

For the Old Testament, as I have several times repeat-

ed, is nothing but the very testament of grace, as pro-

posed under the vail of types, which were afterwards

to be abrogated. But heaven and salvation, and God
himself, are the inheritance of the children of God, by

the testament or covenant of grace : and as that testa-

ment is invariable, the substai'ice of the inheritance can-

not be one thing under the old, and another under the

new osconomy of the same testament. The difl^erence

of the oec©nomies consists in this, that the same inhe-

ritance is held forth diiiereut ^vays ; in the New Tcs-



OF THE GiD^ Testament. 231
«

tamcnt clearly and witliout any vail ; in the old, wrapt

lip in types and earthly pledges ; among which, after

the covenant w^as made with Abraham, the typical in-

heritance of the land of Canaan was the most eminent.

In the Old Testament it was conjoined with bondage;

m the new with liberty ; to which the inheritance of

the Gentiles is likewise added.

VII. That this inheritance was typical, both reason

declares, and the scripture attests. For as the whole

habitable world cannot be the happiness of the soul,

and is subject to vanity, by reason of sin ; there is no

country, considered in itself, of such value, as to de-

serve to be called the inheritance of the people of God.

And certainly, God's covenant-people have something

more to expect from him, than what even the wicked

may possess. Nor is there so vast a difference between

Syria, Egypt, and Canaan, if we consider only the fer-

tility and pleasantness of coyntriesj as that the posses-

sion of the Israelites, unless something higher was im-

plied, should be so much commended, as to be the *

envy of all other nations. In fine, if all their happiness

consisted in the fields which they possessed, what be-

came of those pious persons, who, at the risk of this life,

and this earthly inheritance, willingly laid down tlieir

lives for the love of their Gad ? and what was the rea-

son, why Moses, just on the confines of death, expres-

sed so great a desire after that land, at least to see it

with his eyes, Dcut. iii. 25. but because he eagerly

wanted, some way or other, to taste that pledge of hea-

ven which he was debarred from entering into ?

VIII. But scripture also very plainly declares the

same thing. When the. ungrateful Israelires had, by

their murnuu'ings, provoked God, he sware in his wrath,

* The author's words arc, tarn invidiose /irieitkarJa sit^ whick

could uol, I conceive, be rendc;^cd, but hy a pcriphruiis.
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As truhj as I livCy they shall not see the land ichich I

sxvare unto theirfathers, Numb. xiv. 21,23. It is thus

expressed, Psal. xcv. 1 1 . Unfo ichom I szcare in my
wrath, that they should not enter into my rest. Which

Paul, lieb. iv. 1.—11. refers to the kingdom of the

Messiah, and to the spiritual and heavenly rest, pur-

chased by Christ : intimating, that the quiet posses-

sion of the land of Canaan, into which Jesus, or Joshua

the son of Nun, introduced the children of those rebels,

was a type of the spiritual rest, purchased for the elect

by Jesus the Son of God, and of Mary.

IX. The analogy or similitude consists in the follow-

ing particulars. 1. The land of Canaan was eminent

for its situation, pleasantness, fertility, and for the ex-

cellent fruits of the earth, above very many other coun-

tries of the world : whence it is so often called a goodly

land, a landflozving zvilh milk and Jiovey, a phrase used

even by poets as well Greek as Latin ; the pleasant

land, Psal. cvi. 24. Zech. vii. 14. and in a word, the

glory of all lands, Ezek. xx. 15. where the inhabitants

were made to suck honey out of the rock, and oil out of

theflinty rock, and butter of kine, and the pure blood of

the grape, TiQut.'K.-Kxn. \?y, 14. It therefore represent-

ed the delightful pleasantness and abundant plenty of

the spiritual blessings in the kingdom of Christ,, both

of grace and of glory : concerning w^hich Jeremiah

prophesied, chap. xxxi. 12. Therefore ihcy sliall come

and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together

to the goodness of Jehovah, for zvheaf, andfor zcine, and

for oil, andfor the young of thefock, and of the hci'd :

and their soul shall be as a xvateredgardeUf and they shall

7iot sorrozv any more at alL Compare Joel iii. 18.

X. 2. The land of Canaan was, in a peculiar man-

ner, Jehovah's land, Hos. ix. 3. where himself intend-

ed to dwell, Psal Ixxxiii. 12. Whence it is called the
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place which Jehovah had madefar hhm^elf to diccll /;?,

Exod. XV. 17. and his holy habitation, vcr. 13. But it

is called so, not only because God was to have a tem-

ple in that land, and to display some peculiar symbols

of his presence, but also because in that land he was to

send his Son to them, and to anpint him in the midst

of them, both King and Lord, by pouring out his Holy

Spirit. The Israelites therefore, in their land, which

in a peculiar manner was the land of God, had a pledge

of the revelation of the Messiah in the midst of them.

That sHEKiNAH, sKENOsis, inhabitation of God in

Canaan, was a symbol of what John describes. Rev.

xxi. 3. Behold, the tabernacle of God is zcith men, a/id

he loill dwell (tabernacle) zcifh iliem. And in the last

place, Jerusalem, which was the throne ofglory in the

land of Canaan, Jer. iii. 17. was a pledge of heaven,

which is the habitation of the holiness and glory of God^

Is. Ixiii. 15.

XI. 3. The land of Canaan was given to Israel in

virtue of the testament of grace, not for any merit or

worth of theirs, but by the mere .favor of God', Deut.

vii. 7, 8. Not because ye tvere more in number than any

people i
—but because Jehovah loifdyou, and because he

would keep the oath which he had swore unto ijourfatJiers,

hath Jehovah brought you out with a mighty hand.

Compare Deut. iv. 37, 38. Ezek. xvi. 60. and Ezeic,

xxxvi. 32. Thus also. the inheritance of h.eaven comes

to believers from the most free grace of God alone, and

the most free testament of God the Father and of Christ,

Luke xii. 32. Eph. ii. 8. But yet Israel was to travel

through a large and great wilderness, and to conflict

v/ith the Canaanites, in various and severe battles, be-

fore they could enter upon llie possession of the promis-

ed land. They also to whom a full right to heaven is

ft'cely given, through the grace of Christ, are to walk



234 Of the Blessing?

in that narrow way, beset with briers and thorns, and

to iight valiantly against the enemies of their salvation,

and take the kingdom of heaven by violence.

XII. Lastly, Though Moses indeed brought Israel

out of I'^gvpt, yet he could not bring them into the pro-

mised land ; that office was reserved for Joshua, And
certainly, when the law is subservient to the covenant

of s^race, it tends to drive the elect out of themselves,

by making them acknowledge their vileness and mise-

ry : neverthefess it is by Jesus only that we are intro-

duced into a state of grace. Moses is to begin the

work, and prepare the soul, and lead the people round

through the wilderness : but it is the office of Jesus to

put the last hand to the work, to say. It is ^fiuished,

and procure true rest to the souls of his people, Matth.

xi. 28.

XIII. The ////;(/ blessing of the Old Testament, is the

familiar and clear demonstration or display of the divine

majesty : such as v»ias made in the appearances ot an-

gels, when they declared the will of God ; nay, and of

God himself, when he presented himself to the view of

the patriarchs and prophets under a visible appearance.

But that glorious epiphany or manifestation of God be-

fore the assembly of the whole people, when he came

to cive his law, and to establish his covenant, is of all

others the most remarkable. This prerogative of Israel

was indt^ed so great, that no people on earth ever en-

joyed any thii^r^ like it : Deut. iv. 32, 33. For ask noii>

oj' tltc days tiiat are past, ichich xcere before thee, since

the d(hj that God created man upon the earth, and ask

from the one side cf heaven unto the other, whether there

hnth been anv such thing as this great tiling is, or hath

been heard lil;e it ? Did ever people hear the voice of God

speaking out cf the midsl of llwfire, as ihou hast heard

and live ? There were likewise the conspicuous sym-
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"bols of the divine presence in tlve pillar of cloud and

fire, in the sacred and heavenly fire, in the cloud of the

sanctuary, and many other things of a similar nature ;

"wherefore God is said lo have had his\/irc' in Ziou, and

hisfurnace in Jerusalem, Is. xxxi. 9. Which visible

symbols of the divine familiarity gradually ceased upon

the manifestation of Christ in the flesh, of which they

were appointed to be types and figures.

XIV. ThefourIh blessing of the Old Testament con-

sisted in the ceremonies, and in the daily use of them.

I own, that, in a certain respect, the ceremonies were

a grievous yoke, and belonged "to the faults or defects

of that testament : but there was likewise a remarkahJe

representation of Christ in them, and of the grace that

w^as to be obtained by him. And because God was-

pleased in those times to set his mysteries before theni

in riddles, parables, and figures ; it was the extraordi-

nary happiness of Israel, that they had continually be-

fore their eyes these pictures of the divine goodness, and

of a Saviour to come, while other nations were left to,

themselves. And the rather, as the elect were instruct-

ed by the patriarchs, and the prophets, and by those

who had been taught by them, in their mystical signi-

fication, according to the measure of those times. And
in them they had not only a prefiguration, but also a

confirming seal gf the coming of the Messiah, to whom
they all led as by the hand, and without whom they

had been a ludicrous farce, and unvvorthy ot God, I

Pet. i. 10. 12.

XV. And for this reason it is, that the scripture so

often mentions this thing, as a great blessing granted

to the Israelites, Psal. cxlvii. 19, 20. lie shewed his

t{.u>rd unto Jacob, his staiutes and, his Judgments unto Is-

rael : he hath not dealt so icith anii nation. Is. xlii. 21.

Jehovah is well pleas'^d for his righleousucss sa/it, thai
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is, for his truth and goodness : he will magnify (huii by)

the law, and make it (him) honorable. Hos. viii. 12. /
have writlen to him the great things of my law. Which
is not only, nay, I may venture to say, not principally,

to be understood of the moral, or even the forensic or

judicial law j but chiefly of the doctrine of grace, which

was prefigured by the ceremonial law. For the princi-

ples of the moral law implanted in man at his creation,

still remain in the. conscience of men, though no new
revelation had been superadded : and for the safety of

bodies politic, many things have been happily devised

by wise men. But as to the mysteries of the ceremo-

nial law, these were the peculiar privilege of the peo-

ple of God ; and, on account of them, the Israelites

looked on themselves as having the pre-eminence above

all other nations.

XVI. For the same reason, the godly assisted at

those ceremonies with so much delight and cheerful-

ness of soul, and on the contrary accounted it the

greatest part of their unhappiness, if at ^ny time they

were banished from their country, and forced to live at

a distance from these holy things \ for it was their con-

finue)^ prayer, that tlinry might be allowed to live in the

iiouse of God for ever. See Psal. xxiii. 6. Psal. xxvii.

4. Psal. xlii. 2, 5. Psal. Ixxxiv. 2, 3. Psal. Ixxxix. 15.

As, without all doubt, they learned from those ceremo-

nies, their uncleanness and guilt, which tended to the

saving humiliation of their soul; so in them also they

beheld the expiation of guilt, and the sanctification

from sin, the absolution or purging of the conscience.

True that was only typical- by the ceremonies, but it

was true and spiritual through him, who was prefigur-

ed by them.

XVII. Which things being §o, those persons seem

too n^uch to depreciate these salutary institutions of
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God, who scarcely ever consider them, but as an un-

supportable burden, and a hand-writing contrary to

tliosc who observed thorn, and as the penalty of breach

of covenant ; and insist, that what God declares Ezek.

XX. 25. is to be applied to them, namely, that he gave

Israel statutes that zvere not good, and judgments where-

by they should not liv€. But the celebrated Dr. John
a Marck, who was formerly my intimate colleague,

has vindicated this passage in such a manner, as entire-

ly to supercede any defence of mine. We acknow-

ledge, th^ there was something in the ceremonies,

which was both grievous, and testified their imperfec-

tion, and thrft the expiation of sin was not yet perfect-

ed ; but of these things we shall speak in their place.

But at the same time we insist, that they had a refer-

ence to the gospel, and were a picture of Christ and

his benefits, and seals of grace. Neither are we to

think, that they w^ere effects of his wrath in such a

manner against Israel, as if they were not given as to-

kens of a singular favor to that people. The Jews
themselves really were, ^nd at this day are still sensible

of this ; for though they acknowledge, they cannot

find out the reason for these ceremonies, yet they af-

firm, that a more secret wisdom is contained in them

than they can perceive. To this purpose Abarbanel in

legem, fol. 197. col. 2. writes concerning them :
" Lo !

the principal intention in them, is to be as a book of

sublime w^isdom and divine doctrine, which students

in the law may contemplate, till they perfect their souls

by those apprehensions and notions."

XVIII. The ^fjfth and last blessing of the Old Tes-
.

lament is an almost uninterrupted succession of inspired

men, by whom the church in those days, instructed in

all their doubts, were without any hazard of being de-

VoL. III. G g
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ceived. For, in the first ages, the patriarchs might b^

consulted, to whom God immediately revealed him-

self, and who, in a state of such longevity, were gene-

rally many at a time, or at least were almost contempo-

rary with one another. After them succeeded Moses.

He was followed by a long succession ©f prophets, even

to the time of the Babylonish captivity, if we except

some very few and short intervals, such as are mention-

ed, 1 Sam. iii. 1. and 2 Chron. xv. 3. Under the Ba-

bylonish captivity flourished Ezckiel and Daniel : after

this last came Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, not to

say any thing now of Nehemiah and Ezra. And after

the Holy Spirit ceased to dictate things to be written

for the canon of the church of Israel, yet even to the

coming of Christ, he ceased not to move, in an extra-

ordinary manner, the minds of some by his divine in-

spiration, as is evident in Simeon, in Zacharias the fa-

ther of John the Baptist, and in Anna the prophetess.

But under the New Testament, after the canon of scrip-

ture was compkted by the apostolic writings, those pro-

phetic enthusiasms or impulses gradually expired.

CHAR XII.

Ofthe Imperfectionsfalselij ascrihad to the Old Testament.

JL HAT the Old Testament required no deficiency

to be supplied, appears even from this, because other-

wise a place would not have been sought for a second ;

as the apostle, Heb. viii. 7. proves to a demonstration.

Having therefore treated of the blessings and privileges

of that testament, it is proper, that we now consider

its imperfectiom and defects. Not that we would de-
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tract any thing from the divine grace, as, it was display-

ed in the times of old (because the ancient fathers both

acknowledged and actually experienced, that it was

sufficient for their salvation) but that we may set a high-

er value on the infinite riches of the divine bounty,

which were reserved for the more auspicious age of the

New Testament.

II. But in handling this, two prudential precautions

are to be premised. 1. That, in order to overvalue our

own condition, we do not too much undervalue that

of the ancients. 2. That, by duly acknowledging our

own privileges, less than they deserve, we may be

found unthankfully to undervalue the grace of God.

And because some have erred in both these extremes,

we propose to manage this subject in the following me-

thod. In this chapter we shall confute what som.e per-

sons, who in other respects are learned and orthodox,

seem to have advanced with too little caution against

the Old Testament ; and then shew from scripture, in

what things it was really defective.

III. We here pass over unregarded the heresy of the

Socinians, who assert, with the utmost effrontery, that

there was no promise of eternal life in tlie Old Testa-

ment ; that Jesus Christ was the first and only preach-

er of that important truth : a blasphemy we have alrea-

dy confuted. At present our business is with brethren,

whom we esteem in the Lord ; only we must always

give the preference to the sacred truth. It does not

become us nor any Christian, to multiply disputes with-

out cause, and to wrest things, well or tolerably said,

to a worse meaning than they will bear ; and when we
have wrested them, invidiously to expose them : a manr-

ner of procedure this not to be used with enemies,

much less with brethren. It is, however, incumbent

on all, to endeavour to speak with the utmost cjfuticEL
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and perspicuity they are able : nor should any one take

it amiss, if things which are spoken improperly and

harshly, and less consistently with the truth, are mo-

destly, calmly, and without any party-zeal, taken no-

tice of and corrected : especially if they have escaped

from persons of character in the church ; and are urged

by some with a warmth not to be commended, as if

they excelled the common doctrine of the reformed

churches by the commendation of a purer and more su-

blime knowledge ; so if any person that does not as-

sent to them in all respects, is scarce accounted a learn-

ed and unprejudiced divine.

IV. In the first place, I imagine, that these follow-

ing words of a celebrated interpreter have justly given

offence to learned men :
" The scope of these words is

to shew that though very great temporal benefits were

bestowed on the Israelites, yet, before the last times,

none that were true and permanent j nor was salvation

itself actually discovered to them." Cocceii Ult. Mos.

p. 886.

V. Who that reads or bears these words, would not

be led by their very sound to imagine even this, that

though the Israelites really enjoyed temporal privileges,

such as possession of the land of Canaan, a peaceable

government, a flourishing kingdom, prosperity as sub-

jects, long life, and the like, yet they had no benefits

that were true and permanent ; by which one can

scarce forbear thinking, that they had no communion

with the Messiah, nor part in his peculiar blessings, as

reconciliation with God, peace of conscience, relbr-

mation after the image of the divine purity, foretastes

of the joys of heaven, and a happy removal of the soul

from this to an immortal life ? for these, if any, are de-

servedly and usually called true and permanent bene-

fits, and salvation itself. Whoever therefore affirms^
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that very great teniporal privileges, and in the same

breath denies, that such as were true aiid permanent

tvere bestowed on, and salvation itself disclosed to the

Israelites, speaks in such a manner, as to suggest to the

mind of the reader, that the spiritual blessings of the

soul,, and eternal life, were neither bestowed on, nor

discovered to them.

VI. And it is also scarce possible for the reader not

to be confirmed in that suspicion, if in another part he

reads, that the only delight the Israelites had, was,

that they could extend their meditations to the felicity

of the latter times, which yet they were not to see with

their own eyes. But the same author's preface to the

psalm,s inculcates this in a set, premeditated discourse,,

not far from the beginning. " This, indeed, was their

only solace : for, while they were singing most of the

psalms, they were, in the type of David, either sing-

ing beforehand the afflictions and exaltation of Christ,

or reaching forward to the latter times ; and deploring

their present forlorn case, were endeavouring to change

it into the joy of the future time, nay, assuming the

disposition, the joy, the zeal, and sharing in the com-

bats and victories of those who were to see what them-

selves did not, to hear what themselves did not hear.

This^ I say, was their onli/ comfurt. For neithci^vluit

they saw could yield them any delight ; because (hey

zcerc shadows : nor wJiat they heard i because it was on-

ly, partly a promise^ partly an accusation of sin and
guilt, zvith ivhich man is born, but was not then abolish-

ed and blotted out : nor zohai they possessed : because

they I'cere to leave them, or because tlie xvicked enjoyed

them as well as they : injine, because they were no real

blessings, capable to satisfy the soul.'' Who may jiot

gather from this, that, in the psalms of David, the pre-

sent blessings ofsaving grace were neither foretold, com-
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mended, or celebrated, and therefore the Israelites did

not possess them, though not only the hopes of these

blessings, but also the actual possession of them, have

been, in all ages, the subject and cause of unspeakable

joy ? For if David, in his psalms, can celebrate even

such spiritual blessings which are connected with eter-

nal salvation, as himself and other believers enjoyed

even at that time ; with what design can it be said,

that their only solace and comfort consisted in meditat-

ing on the joy of the time to come, and that they pos-

sessed blessings, which were neither real, nor sufficient

to satisfy the soul ? Who, on reading these things,

could imagine he was perusing the writings of a reform-

ed Doctor ?

VII. But I would not have you to believe, that this

veiy learned author, though he writes in this style, is

gone over to the Socjnians, whom, in almost all his

writings, he has strenuously opposed, and happily con-

futed. He repeats it a thousand times over, and makes

it appear, by cogent arguments, against those most

pestilent heretics, that the promise of the spiritual and

heavenly inheritance was made to the fathers of the Old

Testament,, and the possession of it granted to them in

consequence of the testament of grace. And in the

ver}^ place we first quoted, § 885. he writes, that " Je-

hovah was the Father of that people ; for he purchased

and made them, and bestowed all good things upon

:iihem, which is to be understood not only in a figura-

tive sense, or with respect to any external favor j but

with respect to the benefit of redemption, the new cre-

ation, and the donation of all things necessary for life

and godliness, by Avhich he is in truth manifested to be

the Father of that people, with respect to his elect chil-

dren, who were at all times contained in that "people,

as in a seminary, bat less frequently in the great multi-
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tilde of the Israelites of that age." So far well : I

could wish he had stopped here.

VIII. But these two assertions are so different, that

they seem to be even contradictory. For as the bles-

sing of redemption, the new creation, and the donation

of all things necessary for life and godliness, and in

fine, to have God, not in figure, but in truth, for their

Father, arc indisputably true and permanent blessings,

and are even salvation itself: whoever asserts, that

these things were bestowed on, and discovered to the

Israelites, and yet denies, that true and permanent

blessings had been conferred upon, and discovered to

them, seems to involve himself in a manifest conira-

diction.

IX. What tlien ? Did memory, did judgment, did

soundness of mind fail this very learned author, when
he advanced things so contradictory ? But his acknov/-

ledged learning forbids us to suspect any such ihing,

Let us then declare the matter as it is. By true and

permanent benefits, which, he says, were not bestow-

ed on the fathers of the Old Testament, he means the

blessings peculiar to the New, as the truth is opposed

to the type, and what is permanent to the shadow^, that

"was to evanish. And salvatiop with him denotes com-

plete salvation. He has found an jntcrpreter and apo-

logist in a divine of Yery great name, who, with great

confidence, tells us, that this assertion is for the most

part in scripture-terms jW'hich might have been better

understood by divines, if they had taken as mucli pains

to read and meditate on the writings of God as of men :

and he endeavours to shew, that some of the things pe-

cuJiar to the New Testament, as such, are sometimes

held forth by the name of salvation^ and of true and

permanent benefits. For this purpose he quotes Heb,

ii. 3. where sakatlon is said at tlit first to have 'jc^-un tj
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he spcJicn bi/ the Lord : that is, the work of salvation,

which Christ now began to perform ; or even that clear

and effectual doctrine of the gospel, which calls us to

salvation. He further observes, that those benefits are

sometimes called true^ which are opposed to those

which were typical^ as John i. 17. The laio zvas given

hy Moses^ but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ :

and as the blotting out the hand-writing, which was

against us, and that glorious decree of adoption, men-

tioned Gal. iv. 5. are said to be true benefits : he as-

serts, that they are justly called permanent, in contra-

distinction to the covenant of grace, as it was a cove-

nant with the Israelites, which was neither faultless nor

permanent, Heb. viii. 7, 9. From all which he con-

cludes, that it is to speak agreeable with the scriptures,

to say, that true and permanent benefits, and salvation

itself, were not bestowed on, and di-scovered to Israel.

X. These things require a particular consideration.

It is my real judgment and persuasion, that these learn-

ed men would have acted a far more prudent and ge-

nerous part, if sometimes, for the sake of truth, they

had abandoned those whom they have set up as heads

of their party ; confessing both that they were men, and

that sometimes their thoughts and discourses were less

accurate ; and not first to excuse every thing, however

uncautiously spoken, with great confidence, and then

to defend it as most genuine, and most exactly agreea-

ble to scripture-language, though but with very indif-

ferent success, and at the expence of the reputation of

their brethren.

XI. But let us consider the constant tenor of the sa-

cred writings. These call the spiritual blessings of the

soul, TO ALETHiNON, the true, Luke xvi. 11. in op-

position to the unrighteous mammon, or the false rich-

es of this world : and the grace, granted to the elect.
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as such, TEN ALETKE CHARIN TOII TlIEOtT, thc

true grace of God, KcJicrein they stand, 1 Pet. v. 12.

Whether we understand this of the doctrine of grace,

or of that saving grace itself, which, by that doctrine,

is offered to, and conferred on the. elect, which ver. 10.

was called the eternal glory of God, it is very evident,

that true grace is opposed to any false persuasion what-

ever concerning salvation. They are also expressly cal-

led /J^/'W^/zd"??/ blessings, Heb. X. 34. Kjiowing hi your-

selves, that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring

substance, which is not opposed to types and shadows,

but to the good things of this world, which are fading,

and subject to spoiling or rapine. Huparxis me-

NOUSA, enduring substance, answers to the Hebrew-

words TosHiAH and jesh, which signify, a true, so-

lid, and permanent substance. But that is what the su-

preme wisdom has, from thc beginning, promised to,

and bestowed on those who observe her, Pfov. ii. 7.

He layeth up sound zvisdom (substance) for the righte-

ous ; and Prov. viii. 2\. to cause those that love vie, to

inherit substance. Our Lord calls these very benefits

treasures in heaven, xvhcre neither moth nor rust doth

corrupt, a?:.d ichere thieves do not breaJz through and steal,

Matth. vi. 20. Now, the believing Israelites were un-

doubtedly admitted to the possession of these. The

learned author himself writes, Jadagnt. Natur. Sabbat.

§ 4. that " holy persons, who believed the promise, and

expected salvation, had ihe ornam.ent of a meek and

quiet spirit." Which, no one doubts, are permanent.

In a word, what does salvation itself moxQ commonly

signify, than that happiness of the soul, which is begun

here upon earth, and will b^ perfected in heaven, and

is the end of our faith } of which 1 Pet. i. 9. Fwceiving

thc end of ycur fail!'., 'even ihe salvation of your souls,

Voi. HI. II h
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The salvation of the soul is its deliverance from the con»

demning and domineering power of sin, and its delight-

ing in God as the fountain of happiness. And this is

the end of faith, not only under the New, but also that

which obtained under the Old Testament. Which was

indeed discovered to Jacob, and by him to his chil-

dren, when he said, I have zcaifrdfor (hy salvation, O
Jehovah, Gen. xlix. 18. As therefore spiritual bles-

sings are called in scripture true, permanent, and sal*

vation itself; and the brethren dare not refuse that these

were granted and discovered to the ancient Israelites,

must we not acknowledge, that whoever says, that

true and permanent benefits, and salvation itself were

not granted and discovered to the Israelites, does not

speak according to scripture ?

XII. Moreover, should we allow, that some benefits

were peculiar to the new testament, which may be

eminently called true and permanent, and salvation it-

self ; yet it does not follow, that he speaks truly and

advisedly, according to the rules of logic and divinity,

who, without restriction, denies that true and perma-

nent blessings were granted to Israel ; since, besides

those benefits peculiar to the new testament, there are

others also which ztq true, permanent, and saving. An
universal negative proposition docs not exclude some

one, but every species without exception. It is one

thing to say, that Israel had not some degree or measure

of true and permanent benefits -, another, that they had

not the blessings themselves. He who would assert

the forriier, which is true, should not use words that

signify the latter, which is absolutely false.

XIII. But let us take a more distinct view, how well

the brethren maintain their ground by scripture, 1 . AVe

allow, that the apostle, Heb. ii. 3. by salvation under-

stands that great happiness, whose cause was then pre-
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sent, and tl^c gospel in its perfect state, wherein the

sah'ation, now begun to be impetrated, and soon to be

fully so, is declared : and it is certain, salvation in that

sense was not before the .manifestation of Christ ; nor

did the Israelites enjoy it. But he that would illustrate

this, should distinguish between this salvation, already

impetratcd or obtained, and salvation about to be im-

petratcd j or between salvation, and the promise of sal-

vation ; and not, as our author does, between salvation

and temporal benefits. For certainly eternal salvation

was given and manifested to Israel, though the cause

of salvation, as it now appears, and the work of salva-

tion, as already begun, could not be preached to them.

Because what Christ had promised and engaged, was

at that time sufficient to procure salvation, to be mani-

fested and bestowed.

XIV. 2. None will dcnv, that true benefits are some-

times opposed to typical : but this observation is alto-

gether foreign to the case in hand ; unless the brethren

mean, that the Israelites enjoyed only typical good

things, but were destitute of those true or spiritual bles-

.sings, which Avere signified by the typical. What we
just quoted from the preface to the psalms, and which

I ovi^n 1 do not sufficiently understand, seems to tend

to this. But let these things pass. Let us go on with

what is perspicuous. Aloses indeed, who was a ser-

vant, could not bestow those true blessings. Yet

Christ, v/ho was the same yesterday and to-day», bestow-

ed on believers, even under the Mosaic ceconomy, true

benefits, in and with tUe typical. And when they de-

ny, that true benefits were bestowed on Israel, I can-

not think, they will reckon remission of sins, and re-

demption, and a new creation, &:c. among the number

of those which were typical ; and they own that these

were bestowed on Israel. To what purpose then is the
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inculcating here a distinction between true and typical

bqncfits ? But, say they, the blotting out the hand-

writing, and that glorious degree of adoption, are true

benefits. Are they so ? And is not also remission itself,

the hand-writing not being yet blotted out, and adop-

tion itself, though not in that degree, to be reckoned

among the true benefits ? Did the types of the Israel-

ites only prefigure that measure of grace peculiar to the

New Testament ; not saving grace itself, which is com-

mon to both dispensations ? V/ere their sacraments

signs only of this grace, which is freely bestowed on

us, and not also of that, of which they themselves were

made partakers ? Let the learned authors tell me, I

pray, whether the new creation, redemption, remissioiii

of sins, adoption, friendship with God, and the salva-'

tion of the soul, both in heaven and on earth, and the

like spiritual blessings, which the Israelites enjoyed,

belong to the law, and are given by Moses, or to the

truth and grace which came by Christ ? Xf they affirm

the latter, as I imagine they will, I again beg of them

to explain, what the passage quoted from John makes

to the purpose : as from that it is clear, that true bene-

fits, as opposed to typical, were bestowed even upon

Israel : which yet the words, now under examination,

deny.

XV. 3. The main point is, that the osconomy of the

Old Testament was not permanent and stable, like the

ceconomv of the New. In the former there is thcf ?'e-

movingof those things tJiat are shaken, that, in the lat-

ter, those* Ihings zvhicli cannot be shaken^ may remain^

Heb. xii. 27. But it is wrong to infer from this, that

under a mutable osconomy, which v/as in due time to

be changed, there v/ere no permanent blessings either

bestowed or made known. Because the bestowing

and manifssting pernianent benefits proceeds not ^om



Of the Circumcision, SCc. 24-9

those circumstances, which are mutable, but from the

very covenant of grace, which is God's eternal testa-

ment. Then again granting, there is some permanent

benefit under the New Testament, which was not un-

<leT the Old, I cannot therefore indeterminately affirm,

that permanent blessings were not bestowed on Israel.

I shall give a palpable instance. The apostle says even

to believers under the New Testament, while they so-

journed on this earth, Heb. xiii. 14. Here have :ue 7io

continuing city. The celebrated interpreter says well

on this place :
" It is peculiar to Christians, and those

who join themselves to Christ, that they have not here

a city. They are without a city in the world. Some
may say, the apostle denies not that they have a city,

but they have np abiding one : nay, he denies, that we
have a city here, because no city is abiding." Can I

therefore be allowed to assert, that no permanent be-

nefits are bestowed on believers of the New Testa-

ment ? I cannot think it. I conclude, it had been much
better, the brethren liad frankly owned, that the learn-

ed author, while he was vv-riting these things, betrayed

human frailty, and spoke uncautiously, than, by far-

tecthed pretences, to palliate things, which the reform-

ed churches will never acknowledo-e as their doctrine.

XVI. St'coudly, The excellence of the Old Testa-

ment is too much lessened by asserting, that the dr-

cumcii'ion of Ihe I/eaii) mentioned Deu't. .xxx. 6. was a

l)lessing peculiar to the New Testament. It is worth

wh.Ile to hear, how the learned author explains himself.

•First, he desires us to observe, that this verse treats of

the time ot the Messiah, the foregoing signs of whom
are explained in the preceding verses ; and therefore hiC

enumerates circumcision of the heart, mentioned here,

among the blessings of the New Testament, defied. §

S52. Consequently he says, ^*^ that God hence promi-
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sed a kind of circumcision of the heart, which he vvouM

iiotgive till that time," Su/n. T/tcoL c. 53. § 7. But

what is that circumcision of the heart here promised ?

Let us hear the learned author himself, when profes-

sedly commenting on this place. " By circumcision of

Xht heart we are here to understand, whatever answers

to circumcision, as a figure, and is contained in God's

covenant, except those things that do not belong to this

life," Ullim. Mos. § 334, And more clearly still :

*' To sura up the whole briefly, the circumcision of the

heart here promised, ver. 6 is regeneration by the Spi-

rit of adoption. Above all it signifies regeneration, or

sanctification by the Spirit of faith and the love of God.

^Secondly, it denotes consolation in hope of eternal life,

by the expiation of Christ," ibid. § 336, 337, 338.

From the^e quotations, ifduly connected, arises this ar-

gument : The circumcision of the heart promised Dcut.

>.xx. 6. is a benefit of the New Testament, which God
did not bestow till then : but regeneration by the Spi-

rit of adoption, or sanctification by the Spirit of faith,

and of the love ot God, and consolation in hope of eter-

nal life by the expiation of Christ, is the circumcision

of the heart there promised : therefore such regenera-

lion or sanctification, and consolation in hope of eter-

nal life, is a benefit of the New Testament, which God
did not bestow before that time. This conclusion ne-

cesbarily follows horn the premisses, when placed in

due order. But the premisses are the very words of

the learned author.

XVJI. And yet he docs not admit the conclusion ;

but protests against it, Am]: the Jathers had both : for

iheTj could noty ivi/J/out. tiic: Spirit of God, 1 Cor. xii. 3.

and the creation of a clean Ik art, Psal. li. 10. and the

circumcision of the heart, call Christ Lord, as David

dve'-', l''sal ex L Jjtd tiic.y had Uic hope and joy of sah-
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taJion, GcR. Alix. 18. Psal. H. 12. xvii. 15. & iilix. 15.

Ibid. § 339. If any can reconcile these things, I own"

I cannot. There is only one way of getting clear ;

namelv, by nrakin": a distinction in reo^eneration, sane-

tification, and consolation in hope of eternal life ; as-

that there is a certain regeneration by the Spirit of adop-

tion J another from something else, than trom that Spi-

rit : a certain sanctification by the Spirit of faith and

love of God ; another not : a certain consolation in the

hope of eternal life by the expiation of Christ ; another

from some other way. The former of these are indeed

peculiar to the New Testament ; and the latter belong

to the old. But tliese very learned persons mivgt excuse

me, if I coofidently affirm, I never learned trom scrip-

ture of any regeneration, but what is from the Spirit of

adoption ; any sanctificatioq, but what is from the Spi-

rit of faith and love ; any hope of eternal life, but what

is by the expiation of Christ, either to be made, or al-

ready made.

XVIII, What docs he then intend, when he denies,

that the fathers had circumcision of heart ? I know not

whether, in what I am to say, I shall express the whole

of his meaning : but I had rather err on this side, in

not saying the whole, than in charging the author with

what either he has not said, or 1 have not sufficiently

understood. " It appears," says he, *' that here a spi-

ritual grace is signified, in some measure common to

thostt- under both testaments, but in its tuhicss peculiar

to those under the new : and that thus something is

promised to be superadded to what tjiey had received,

peculiar to the Nmv Testament." Ibid. § 335. They

had therefore regeneration, sanctification, and consola-

tion, but in some measure only. But what is there lo

be superadded to what they had received ? That must

be some third thing, even that which the circumcisiaa
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of the heart denotes ; namely, " The removing the vail

from the eyes, and the yoke from the conscience, in or-

der to serve God without the fear of death in liberty

tmd joy. For in circumcision the taking away the fleshy

substance doubtless signifies freedom from the yoke of

such a law." Ibid. § 340.

XIX. But we distinctly offer the following consi-

derations against such intricate notions. 1. Thus the

circumcision of the heart is a blessing of the covenant

of grace as such, and equally belongs to believers of

both testaments. Which we make appear thus. The

foreskin of the heart always signifies in scripture that

impurity and depravation, which is naturally inherent

in the soul, and is increased by repeated evil actions :

but the circumcision of t*he heart is nothing but the tak-

ing away that foreskin, that is, that depravation ; which

is done by regeneration and sanctification. This Mo-
ses declares, Deut. ii. 16. Circumcise therefore thefore-

skin of your heart, and be no more stiff-necked. And
Paul, in like manner. Col. ii. 1 1. describes the circum-

cision of the 'heart, which is done without hands, to be

the putting off the bmly of the sins of the flesh. But that

this was the privilege of believers in all ages, appears

from this, because without it none can be a J^Xi\ ivhose

praise is of God, R.om.. ii. 28, 29. But none will deny,

that, in consequence of the covenant of grace, there

were always such. And as circumcision of the heart

is this very regeneration and sanctification, without

which none can see God, we must of necessity say,

that it is the privilege of all those tliat were saved at

any time. A greater or less degree of sanctification al-

ters not the species. Nor do I imagine, any believer

at this time will, even as to the degrees of sanctification,

claim to himself a superiority above David, or Moses,

or Abraham. Who tl^cn will aserihc the circumcision
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of the heart to himself, and refuse It to those heroes,

who were also partakers of the same grace with them,

though not in an equal degree ?

XX. 2. Besides, to understand, by circumcision of the

heart, the removing of the vail and yoke, or, which is

the same, the abrogation of the ceremonies, is contrary

to all sound divinity and reason. For, 1. Let but one

single testimony of scripture be produced, where the

Holy Spirit thus explains it. 2, We are, on the con-

trary, taught, that circumcision was, as it were, the

entrance to the observance of that law, in which it was

ayokcj Gal. v. 3. How then could it signify to the

Israelites, on their receiving it, the abrogation of that

yoivc ? 3. Circumcision itself was a great part of the

yoke. Acts XV. 5. compared with ver. 10. Besides,

what is more absurd, than that the receiving the yoke

should signify the removal of it .'' What sacramental

analogy is there here ? 4., As there is a relation between

circumcision and uncircumcision, if circumcision be

the abrogation of the ceremonies, it necessarily follows,

that the ceremonies themselves arc the foreskin, or un-

circumcision of the heart, than which what can be

more contrary to scripture-language ? 5. If it be object-

ed, that the ceremonial law is called a carnal conimand-

mcnf, Heb. vii. 16. therefore its abrogation was fitly

prefigured by cutting away a small part of the flesh ; I

shall invert the argument, and conclude, therefore it

hath its confirmation in that act, which, if any thing,

should be accounted among the carnal, as it was per-

formed in the flesh j wherefore it is also called t]ic co-

venant of God in the Jlcs'h of the dcscendents of Abra-

ham, Gen. xvii. 13. Fur the apostle calb that com-

mandment carnal, which, as to the external rites, is

performed not in the spirit or mind, but in the mem-

Vol. III. I i
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bersof the body. Otherwise it might, with equal

reason, be said, that the killing and burning the sacri-

fices prefigured the abrogation of the carnal ceremo-

nies : which is unworthy divines. There- was indeed

that in circumcision, as also in the other ceremonies,

which might discover imperfection, and give hope

of a more joyful time, and presignify, that when that

time should come, the ceremonies were to be abro-

gated ;
yet the thing signified was not the abrogation

of the same.

XXI. 3. And though sometimes circumcision of the

heart was the same thing as taking away the vail and

yoke; yet it is not promised in that sense, Dcut. xxx.

6. For God himself explains it otherwise in the fol-

lowing words, which run thu.s : AndJehovali thy God

will circumme thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to

love Jehovah thy God zviih oil tliine heart, and with ail

thy. soul, that thou mayst live. That circumcision there-

fore is meant, whose immediate effect is the sincere

love of God, and the more remote, life or salvation.

Now, what is this but regeneration, or sanctification,

without which there can neither be the love of God,

nor life ? But both may be, where the vail and yoke of

ceremonies are not yet removed. The Jewish doctors

also agree, that here sanctification is meant ; though

they give it too great an extent, and think that a per-

fect sanctification is here promised. We shall not scru-

ple to transcribe a few things out of Closes Gerunden-

sis. " Their heart will desire nothing, but what, in

every respect, is virtuous. And this is the circumci-^

sion mentioned here. For concupiscence and appetite

are the foreskin of the heart : but to circumcise the

heart is to set it free from that appetite and concupis-

cence."
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XXII. i. If we grant, that something is here pro-

mised, which, was to be performed to the elect Israel-

ites in the time of the Messiah j yet this by no means

proves, that this benefit was pecuHar to that time, and

was not bestowed on their ancestors before. I shall

not go far to shew the weakness of that consequence.

In ver. 8. God promised conversion to the Israelites of

that time, that they might hearken to the voice of Je-

hovah, and do all his commandments. •• Yet such a

conversion is no peculiar benefit of the New Testament;

because in almost the same words, the Lord ascribes it

to the Jews in the Babylonish captivity, ver. S. There-

fore we conclude, that they by no means speak accerd-

ing to scripture, who deny, that circumcision of the

heart, in whatever sense performed, had place under

the Old Testament.

XXIII, Thirdly, In the same base manner, they

make the writing the law on the heart, a blessing pecu-

liar to the New Testament : because Hcb. viii. lO. it

is said from Jer. xxxi. 34. For this is the covenant that

J ivill make ivilh the house of Israel after those days,

saith the Lord ; / xvill jntt my laws info their mind, and
tfritc them in their hearts ; that is, says ouy author, in

Jer. xxxi. § 61. / will cause them to receive vnj laze, dc-

ii^lUtlierein, and notforget it. If these words be taken

as they lie, it follows that the ancient believTrs, who
lived before the times of the New Testament, did not

receive the law of God, nor delight in it, but forgot it.

But. that these things are most eminently false, appears

h'om the example of David alone ; who professes that

he jnceived the law, when he says, Psal. cxix. 1 1. 77///

zcord have I hid in nuj heart : and adds ver. 16. / will

delight myself in thy statutes,! will notforget thy word.

How then is this a blessing peculiar to the New Testa-

ment, in which David claims an interest in so m:my'

words ?
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XXIV. But there is something else implied. Here,.

says the celebrated interpreter, the law of the love of

God is spoken of. But that commandment. Thou slialt

love the Lord thy God, Deut. vi, could not, under the

Old Testament, have its full efficacy on the hearts of

believers : because " where there is fear (which they

who differed nothing from servants, could not be with-

out. Gal. iv. 1.) there is no perfect love, 1 John iv. 18."

And when the love ofGod is sited abroad in the heart hy

the Holy Ghost, Rom. v. 5. and the love of God is not

bestowed with sadness, as formerly, but with the ex-

ceedingjoy of sons, it is excellently, and, as it were, pe-

culiarly said, that the law ofGod is written in the heart.

All this we may find In Siun. de fend. § 352,

XXV. But I don't meet with these things in the sar

cred writings ; for they declare that even the ancient

believers loved God, Psal. xviii. 1. and Psal. cxvi. 1.

and that as their Father, Is. Ixiii. 16. and with the ex-

ceeding joy of sons, Psal. xliii. 4. and zcithout any fear,

that did not become the children of God, Psal. xlvi. 2.

and Psal, xxiii. 4. nay, that they had a joyful sense of

the love of God, shed abroad in their hearts, Psal, iv.

7. and heard God saying to their souls,. I am thy salva-

tion, Psal, XXXV. 3. In a Avord, that they delighted

themselves in God's commandments, ivhich they loved,

Psal. cxix. 47, What can now remain as a requisite

towards writing the law on the heart :

XXVI. Biit yet you will say, something is here pro-

mised to be obtained by virtue of the new covenant,

which the old could not give, in the place of which the

new was sulistitutcd on account of its imperfections.

I ansvver, The apostle does not here oppose the cove-

nant of grace, as it is dispensed after the coming of

Christ, to the same covenant of grace, as it was dis-

pensed before; but oppor-c?; t' '^ r».v,-p:,nt of grace, as
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in its full cfflcacy under the Xcw Testament, to the

national covenant made with t])e Israelites at moimt

Sinai ; and as a spiritual covenant to a typical. In

which covenant the people promised obedience to God;
and God promised the people, that, if they performed

that obedience, he would accept and reward it ; but

did not promise to give them a heart to obey : as may
be seen in their first en2:aoin<T in covenant, Exod.xix.

5, 6, 8. and in the solemn confirmation of it, Excd.

xxiv. 7, 8. wiiere there is no promise made of a new-

heart. And therefore, in consequence of this cove-

nant, the \<xw was not written on the heart of the peo-

ple of Israel. And hence it was, that they broke th^t

covenant by their apostasy, and made it of no effect:,

and that God refused to be called their God, rind to

acknowledge them for his people ; and that in con-

tempt he called them the people of Moses, rather than

his own, Exod. xxxii. 7. Here a better covenant is

opposed to that Israciitish covenant, which is not for-

mally the covenant of grace, but is only considered

with respect to its typical or shadowy pomp, the effect

of which is the writing the law on the heart, and com-

munion with God, as the fountain of salvation. More-

over, that covenant is referred to the days of the Ales-

siah ; not that it was only then to exist in those effects

ot it ; but that at that time it would be exceeding glo-

rious, and produce effects very conspicuous. I low-

ever, the elect fiom among Israel, even in the ancient

times, besides their engagements by the Sinaitic cove-

nant, were joined to God by the covenant of grace,

which b.c liad solemnly renewed with Abraham. And
from that covenant they had every thing, that the writ-

ing the law on the heart comiprizes, and God himself

for their God, that is, the fountain of salvation. As
the covenant of grace, uiidcr which the ancients were.
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is not to be confounded with, so neither is it to be se-

parated from, the Sinaitic covenant ; neither are we to

think, that believers were without all those things,

whith were not promised by the Sinaitic covenant ; and

which the typical covenant, because of Us zveakness and

iinprqfdablenesSy could not bestow 3 as they were like-

wise partakers of the Abrahamic covenant, which was

'a pure covenant of grace : and hence were derived the

spiritual and saving benefits of the Israelites.

XXVIL Fourthly^ The godly, who are zealous for

the truth, are not without cause offended, when they

read in express terms; that "justification is promised

in scripture, as a blessing not of the ancient, but of

the latter times," Sum. Theol. c. 69. § 3. that " remis-

sion is promised, as a gift of the New Testament," de

J\rd. § 353. That " before Christ came, there was no

remission i'' Indag. nat. Sabbat. § 3. And in a word,

that " no sin zvas properhj forgiven under the Old Tes-

tamenty' Sum. Theol. c. 96. § 26.

XXVIII. But he who speaks so, understands, by

remission of sins and by justification, something more

than the will to remit the punishment of sin, and to

bestow eternal life for the sake of the Mediator, re-

ceived by faith. He means by these terms, " that then

tlie will to punish sin is excluded, by appointing a sa-

crifice for sin ; and the declaration and testimony in-

cluded ; that sin is blotted out and expiated :" as he

explains himself in /inimadv. ad qikes/. S3, qji^st. 68.

This he has expressed more clearly. Sum. Theol. c. 51.

§ 9. " As to that justification, which is the discharge

and perfecting of the conscience, or the consolation

arising on account of the cause of righteousness being

now manifested, they had not that formerly;"* He
has accurately and briefly explained the whole of his

meaning in Commenl. ad Col. ii. § 110. ** In suni^ the
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difference of remission, according to the times, is thus :

1. There was a remission of sins, and indeed a confes-

sion of sin not as yet expiated, and of righteousness not

as yet brought in, but without bondage and a yoke

;

even before the law : previous to which sin was not

imputed. 2. There was a remission of sins with bon-

dage, a yoke and ordinances, which exacted a hand-

writing contrary to them, both evident and plain ; and

that under the law. 3. There is a remission of sins,

with a declaration of righteousness being brought in,

and of the death of Christ, for the doing away of sin,

even on account of the blotting out the hand-v/riting,

and that under the New-Testament."

XXIX. Against all this I offer the following consi-

derations. As the scripture asserts, in express terms,

that the ancient fathers had remission of sins and justi-

fication, it is neither laudable nor prudent to deny il.

For, in what sense soever you do it, it looks at least

like an attempt to gainsay God, and correct his lan-

guage. Which ought to be very far from every one

that loves and reveres God. Besides, the scripture is

express ; as concerning remission of sins, Psal. cxxx. 4.

But ihej'e isforgiveness xcith thee, Exod. xxxiv. 7. for-

giving iniquity, a?id transgression, and sin ; so con-

cerning justification. Jam. ii. 21. AbraJtam ourfather

zeas justified, and Rom. iv. 2, 3. As God has declar-

ed, that these had remission and justification, to vv'hat

purpose then is this denied ? You will alledge, you

have done so in a different sense : but let us now con-

sider whether in a ritrht and a <jood one.

XXX. By remission of sins and justification you un-

derstand absolution, on account of the payment being

actually made, together with an entire discharge from

the hand-writing ; such as certainly did not exist under

the Old Testam.ent, But I do not remember, t)iat any
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has proved, that the term justification is used in that

sence any where in scripture, to distinguish it from that

absolution which the ancients enjoyed. For what is

said Acts xiii. 39. By him all that believe are justified

from all things, from ivhich ye could not be justified by

the law of Moses, is not to the purpose. There it is

shewn, we have the truth in the saving grace of Christ,

of which they had only the shadow^ in the external cere-

monies of the law of Moses. There is no opposition

made in that text between the Old and New Testa-

ment, only between internal communion wdth Christ

and the external ceremonies. But it is beyond all con-

troversy, that believers, even under the Old Testament,

were partakers thereof. We have the term, aphesis,

remissiouy once in that sense, Heb. x. 18, but once

only, that I know of. In other respects aphesis is

frequently asserted of the ancient fathers, as we shall

presently shew\ Seeing therefore the scripture fre-

quently declares, that the ancient fathers enjoyed remis-

sion of sins ; and either oncCy or but rarely ascribes' re-

mission with any annexed limitation to the New Testa,

ment, contradistinguished trom the Old ; it does not

appear consistent with Christian prudence, so often to

deny a remission under the Old. It had been better,

in order to prevent offence, to say plainly and distinct-

ly, that such a mode or manner of remission did not

obtain under the Old, as docs now under the New Tes-

tament. Nor can any plead in excuse such scripture-

expressions, which say, that the Old Testament had

not benchts in such abundance, as John vii. 39. for

these expressions arc not so common. ^\.nd whoever

in his discourses attempts to render scripture more in-

telligible to the less experienced, ought not to frame his

expressions^ by -svhat is both more rare and obscure, but
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by the ordinary tenor of scripture, in order to throw a

light on the more obscure passages and phrases. '

XXXI. In fine, we cannot approve his saying, that

the hand-writing was not exacted of the fathers before

the law of Moses. For sacrifices, and circumcision,

which in not of Mosts, but of thefathers, John vii. 22.

belong to the ordinances, and were types of Christ to

come, and implied a confession of guilt which was not

then expiated, but are abolished by the cross of Christ.

And if they made no part of the hand-writing, is there

any reason why they may not be observed under the

New Testament, at least in the manner in which they

were observed before Moses ? The brethren make the

state of the Israelitish church too servile, be,yond the

other periods, both the preceding and the following.

But these things do not properly concern this contro-

versy.

XXXII. Many have also been offended, that Psal.

xxxii. li. ciii. and the like, which exactly describe re-

mission of sins and the justification of a sinner, should

be thought to contain a prophecy concerning the New-
Testament times, as if the psalmist, on that occasion,

" delighted himself in the anticipation of the joys of the

New Testament times," Sum. Tkeol. c. 69. § 24. and

frequently elsewhere, especially in his commentaries on

these psalms. These things seem very disagreeable,

nor are they thought possible to proceed but trom one,

who denies that the fathers had remission of sin, toge-

ther with that holy security of soul, which delights it-

self in God. Yet it is not to be denied, that the breth-

ren elsewhere loudly protest, that they ascribe to the

ancient fathers that remission of sins, which begets a

full assurance of hope concerning happiness, and a con-

H))ati(Hi and a glorying even in death. And charity,

Vol.. Ifl. K k
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wTiich tbinketh no eviJ, obligeth us to believe, tbat they

speak thus frqm the heart. However, I look upoii

that method ofinterpretation to be very indecent, where-

by things of a doctrinal nature, which have no respect

to the different oeconomy of times, are rashly transform-

ed into prophecies concerning the New Testament.

And I find nothing in those psalms, at least so far as

they declare the grace of God in the remission of sins,

which may not be applied to David, and to believers,

his contemporaries. Nor does any thing occur in the

New Testament, which authorises believers of the last

times to appropriate these things to themselves beyond

others. Let us consider each of them.

XXXIII. lliere is nothing in Psal. xxxii. that sa-

vours of prophecy. The title shews it is * «: doctrinal

ode, containing the doctrine concerning the true hap-

piness of a sinner, as common to every age 3 and de-

clares, that this consists in remission of sins. More-

over, by his own example, he shews to whom that

happiness belongs, and after what manner it may be

obtained. This he proposes, ver. 5. for the imitation^

of others, and press.es it ver. 8. and the following, in

very strong terms. Who, but one blinded with preju-

dice, can find a prophecy in all this ^ And certainly,

when David pronounces the person blessed, imto zvhom

Jelwvah imputetli Jiot iniquity, 8(c. 1 would fain know,

whether he includes himself in that blessedness. If he

does, it is no prophecy of the New Testament times,

which is what I contend for. But if he excludes him-

self from that happiness, he also excludes himself from

the benefit of that justification, which is obtained by
faith ; but Paul brings in this happiness of David, Rom.
iv. 6. to prove the doctrine of justification by faith, and

shews that Abraham was made partaker of it : but this

* AFialm of Davlcij Mmchil i that is, giving instruction.
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I imadne none of the brethren will sav. I would also

fain know, what person speaks ver. 3, 4. Is there here

any kind of proso|X)poeia representing to us a believer

of the New Testament ? But what proof is there fou

such a fiction ? wliat demonstration liave we for it ? or

does David hiniself speak ? Certainly, the title of the

psalm leads us to this : and there is nothing in these

words, which are not true concerning David ; and

which he does not elsewhere affirm of himst^lf ; sec

Psal. vi. 2, 3. But if the prophet affirms of himself,

what is there spoken of the grief and anxiety of a soul

not yet sensible of God's being reconciled, he certainly

also speaks of himself, vcr. 5. And thou forgivcst ike

iniquity of my sin : for these words cannot be separat-

ed from the foregoing. I entreat the pious reader to

compare this commentary, by which such a plain psalm

is turned to I know not wliat kind of drama, where,

under the mask of David, quite dilFerent persons lie

concealed, with the clear and savoury commentary of

Calvin, and, if I am not mistaken, he will evidently

see the mask fall off.

XXXIV. Of the same nature is Psal. li. The in-

scription and occasion of it there mentioned, prove, that

it is so evidently applicable to David, that it is super-

fluous to add a single word. The learned author him-

self,, in his commentaries, applies many things to Da-
vid. And on the title of the psalm he expressly says,

" it is a prayer of David to God after his conversation

with the prophet Nathan." And on vcr. 1. '' All are

bound to have recourse to grace, and lay hold on tliat,

and consequently, u-ith David, to apply to themselves

the grace of God." Yv^hy then does he elsewhere v/rest

these things to the New Testament times } Is it, be-

cause vcr. * 7. he says. Sprinkle me Zvifh hyssops by

which ceremony tl.e atoning sacrifice of Christ was re-
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presented ? But is i|pt that very expression more ap-

plicable to a believer under the Old, than under the

New Testament ? How could he more effectually ex-

press the activity of the ancient faith, which takes a

distant prospect of a Saviour to come through a thick

cloud of ceremonies ? " The man of God knew," says

Musculus, " that the expiation of sin consists not in ce-

remonial actions ; but is rather by the grace and Spirit

ofGod in Christ to come." Or is it because, ver. 18.

he speaks of the sacrifices of righteousness, which were

to be offered after the rebuilding of Jerusalem, or of

the sacrifice of Christ, whereby he made the fullest sa-

tisfaction to the justice of God ? But what can be in-

ferred from this ? Could not believers of the Old Tes-

tament sing praises for the benefits bestowed on them,

and, at the same time, make mention of the future sa-

tisfaction of Christ, in virtue of which they obtained

those blessings ? And then why may we not, with Bu-

cer and Musculus, understand by these sacrifices, those

spiritual sacrifices, of vyhich Peter speaks, 1 Pet. ii. 5.

and which are abundantly offered to God> when he

does good to Zion, &c. that is, enriches his church with

his spiritual grace, as well under the Old as under the

New Testament ? Unless, with Calvin, Mollerus, Pis-

cator, the Dutch commentators, and others, we had

rather explain it of tlie legal sacrifices themselves, but

offered in a proper manner ?.ccording to the divine

prescription, and by faith : which is still farther from

the sentiment of Cocceius.

XXXV. Psal. ciii. contains nothing::, which regards

only the New Testament times. And ver. 19, & 22.

are to no purpose produced, as if they treated concern-

ing the kingdom of liberty and grace, which was to

extend through all the world. For it is hot certain,

that these v.'ords are to be referred to the kinj;dom of
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lieavcn under the New Testament. There is nothing

in them which may not be applied to the kingdom of

God's power or providence. *' It is plain," says Mus-
CLilus, " these things are not spoken concerning the

kingdom of grace, but of the kingdom of God's power,

authority, and dominion." But was it not likewise

true under the Old Testament, that Jehovah Jiad pre-

pared his throne in the heavens ; and that his Iiingdo?n

ruleth over all F Was the state of the New Testament

times represented to Micaiah, when he saw Jehovah

sitting on his throne, and all the host of heaven stand-

ing by him ? 1 Kings xxii. 19. Did Nebuchadnezzar

also prpphesy of the New Testament times, when he

called God King of heaven, and ascribed to him an

^everlasting kingdom over all the inhabitants of the earth f

Dan. iv. 36, 37, Can it be said under the New Testa-

ment alone. Bless the Lord all his ivorks ? But the

psalmist, Psal. cxlviii. even under the Old Testament,

invited every thing in heaven and in earth to that duty.

I omit odier passages, lest, in a thing so plain, I should

be charged with a too superstitious exactness. How-
ever, I will not deny, that those things which are spo-

ken concerning the kingdom of God's power,,-which

extends itself over the whole earth, and concerning his

eminent majesty over all creatures, q.o illustriously shine

forth in the kingdom of liberty and grace, as Mollerus

has likewise observed. But yet there is no reason to

turn all this into a mere prophecy concerning the time

to come. Well says Amyraldus in his preface to this

psalm, " There is nothing here, which can be properly

typical, or which, by any mystical interpretation, can

be referred to the falness of time." But should we
grant, that the prophet, filled with the abundance of

-divine grace, was, from the sense thereof, moved to

sing, towards tiie close of tlie psalm, concerning the
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kingdom of liberty and grace ; does it therefore follow,

that what he had before sung of the bounty of God to-

wards hiVnself, and of the pardon of all his sins, wa»

not applicable to himself, but only to believers under

the New Testament ?

XXXVI. What has also perplexed some, is that la-

boured distinction, and so often inculcated, of pare-

sis, passnig bi/y and aphesis, pardoiiy which is usu-

ally pretended to be of extrordinary use in divinity.

But they generally explain it thus: that paresis de-

notes a passing over, a passing by, a concealing, whence

it comes, that God does not punish sins, nor has a pur-

pose of exacting them of the sinner ; nevertheless he

does not declare, that satisfaction has been made, but

on the contrary reserves to himself a power to call the

sinner before him, that is, to remind him, that the debt

is not yet cancelled, and to exact of himself the hand-

writing, by which he may own, as by the subscription

of his own hand, that guilt is not yet abolished and ex-

piated. This the scripture would call parienai, to

pass by, to which answers hechjerosh, to be silent,

Psal. 1. 21. and Esth. vii. 4. They distinguish this pas-

sing by two ways..^ 1. Before the law of Moses, when

God was altogether silent, and sin not imputed, by ex-

acting the hand-writing. 2. After the law, when God
called the sinner before him, and demanded the hand-

writing. But by aphesis, properly so called, they un-

derstand that pardon of sin, by which God declares,

that Christ has made satisfaction to his justice, and pro-

nounces the meritorious cause of the right to lile to be

now actually in being, afiirms sin to be blotted out,

tears the hund-writing, and hnally gives a discharge ; as

if he should say, " 1 have received, I will not give in

pledge." Ail this we rind in defend. § 339. Sum. Thcok
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c 11. § 11. Animadvers. adqiuest. 83. qtid^st. 68. ad Rom,

iii. § 72. More Nebo. p. 65. &c.

XXXVII. On this I observe, that in the main there

can be no controversy, if it be allowed, that the guilt

of sin did not lie upon believers, in such a manner, that

they, on supposition of Christ's suretiship, should be

forced to bear the punishment of it in their own person.

So far, indeed, they were obliged to remember, 1.

That, according to the law, they are debtors. 2.

Though, on account of the covenant engagement of

the Messiah, they are absolved from the penalty, yet

as that engagement was not yet actually fulfilled, so far

their guilt was not yet expiated ; but that it continues

to lie on him, who was still their Surely, from whom
it will demand sufferings and death ; and as they them-

selves, by the decree of election, are cne mystical body

with the Surety, sofar it lies upon them, to give satis-

faction, not in their own person, but by the Surety.

Just as the catechism speaks :
" We are to make pay-

ment by another'' If, as I apprehend, this be what

the brethren meant, none will dissent from them. But

then their boasting of the extraordinary usefulness of

their distinction will appear groundless ; since they say

nothing, but what all orthodox divines either have said,

or would say.

XXXVm. Moreover, that distinction cannot be

proved, from the terms paresis and aphesis. For it

is certain, that aph,esis is ascribed to believers before

the actual expiation of sin. Lev. v. 10. kai aphe-

thesetai auto, and it sliall beforgiven nim, and so

in other places. Afid lest any should cavil, that this is

meant of a typical forgiveness (which yet was the sym-

bol of tlie true, and to which the august term, aphe-

sis, seems less applicable than to that real forgiveness

the ancients enjoved) I add from Psal. Ixxxv, 2. aphe-

f
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KAs TAS ANOMiAS TO LAO SOU, Tliou hastforgk'ai

the iniquily of thy people. I deny not, that this psalm

was to be sung by the Israelites, when they were to be

converted to Christ the Lord ; but I think, it cannot be

proved, that it was not sung by believers, when tbey

returned from the Babylonish captivity, with an appli-

cation to their condition at that time. To omit other

considerations, it is beyond all exception, that Christ,

before his satisfaction, bestowed his avuesis, forgive-

iiess, on some, Alatth. ix. 2. apheontai soi kai

HAMARTiAisou, Thy siiis bcfovgiveu thce. In like

manner, Luke vii. 47.

XXXIX. But we have not yet seen it proved, that

PARESIS signifies /7(3>f^/7?o' /jj/, concealing, silence. Bu-

da^us, indeed, in Comment, ling. Grccc. p. 286. shevt^s,

that PARiENAi is sometimes to pass ovej^ ; but that is

in a quite different sense, for he quotes a passage from

Xenophon, lib. iv. Hcllcn. eipon auto medena pa-

RiENAi Eis AKROPOLiN, " Commanding him not to

pass or send over any into- the citadel." Moreover, he

says, that parienai, is to indulge, to promise, to for-

give : and Hesychius speaks to the same purpose. Pa-

ri emi is SUN CKORO, 3';>/(/, aphiemi, remit : and he

explains paresis by aphesis, remission, sun cho-

re sis, concession, pardon. So far are these words

from being distinguished, that the one may be explain-

ed by the other. I am aware, that a certain author

says, that " the authority of Hesychius does not move

him, because he had before his eyes this passage of

Paul, and explained it from the subject-matter itself,

on which Paul is speaking." Mor. Nebo. p. 29. But

neither do I imagine, the celebrated person would have

us to be moved by his own authority. Hesychius is no

contemptible author. Let us hear, the judgment of

Pan, Keinsius, Aristarch. Sac. p. 9. edit. 8vo. *' In
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Hcs}xhius is contained not only the learning of all

Greece, but also of the cast." p. 14. " A grammarian
ot surprising- and profound learning." p. 18. "A
grammarian, who is an abyss of the ancient erudition.**

jO. 116. " Hesychius is no mean author, whose glos-^

ses are, certainly for the most part, adapted to explain

the Greek authors, and especially the Septuagint."

And if Hesychius had this passage of Paul before his

eyes, and explained it from the subject-matter, and

from his acquaintance with a language, which was his

mother-tongue, certainly he has not eicplained it amiss.

XL. The learned author., indeed says, that parie-

NAi, answers to HECHiERosH, to he silent j but does

not prove it. He quotes Esth. vii. 4. but p arienai
is not there, in the copies I have. That of Walton and

the London in 8vo. a?i. 1653 have parekousa. How-
ever, that I may not conceal any thing, I have been

made to understand, that it is in another copy. But

suppose it was in them all, what is it to the purpose ^

For / had been silent^ does not there signify, I had pas-

sed over that injury unpunished, but I had in silence

submitted myself to that indignity, nor troubled the

king with any petition of mine. By which our pare-

sis gains nothing. And then also when God, Psal. I.

?.\. says to the wicked. These things hast thou done, and

I kept silence, which the Septuagint translate taut a,

epoiesas, kaiesigesa; there is no such thing in-

tended by that term, like that paresis, rcmissiony

which Paul describes, and the brethren insist upon.

For that is the absolution of believers from the penalt)',

on account of Christ's suretiship. But this silence is

the deferring the punishment of the wicked, in order to

compensate its slowness by its severity ; things widely

different. I cannot conceive, with v/hat judgment the

Vol. HL L i
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celebrated author quotes these things here, in whictt

though even the word paresis was to be found, yet

certainly not the thing itself, which he would have sig-

nified by that term.

XLI. The learned author should have also more ful-

ly explained, in what manner God kept silence in for-

riier times. For he did not keep silence zvith respect to

siJi, when he demanded the hand-writing of the sinner,

and charged him with guilt not yet expiated, which,

according to this famous author, was done by the \a\v

of Moses ; but, as I think, by the first institution of sa-

crifices ; and if these were types of Christ's sacrifice, as

doubtless they were, they at the same time signified,

that the true expiatory sacrifice was not yet offered.

Neither did God keep silence as topardon, but proclaim-

ed the testament of grace, whereby he assured believ-

ers, that, on account of the Messiah's covenant-en-

gagement, he would never require them to pay a ran-

som for their own sins. What is then that important

silence, on account of which that act of God towards

the ancients may be called paresis ?

XLII. We conclude, that the distinction of pare-
sis and APHEsis, so much commended, is not of that

importance, as, on that account, to set on fire the aca-

demical chair, the pulpit, and the press now, for so

many years past, and the giddy vulgar rent into factions

thereby. Since it cannot be denied, that the remission

which the fathers enjoyed, may, from the practice of

the Greek language, be called, and was actually cal-

led by Greek authors aphesis : and no passage can

be produced, where it is called paresis, in the sens&

now forced upon us.

XLIII. But the illustration given by the excellent

James Altingius, merits our regard ; who, Heptad.2.

dissert. 2. § 92. stq, speaks almost to the following pur-
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pose : Three things are required to a full and perfect •

APHESis, forgiveness ; namely, t.h€ takiRg atcai/, the

transfej'ringy and the expiating of sin. The taking axvay

of sin is that act, whereby the guilt is removed from the

offender ; that though he has sinned, yet he is not un-

der the obligation to punishment. This is pointed out

by the term nose, when it signifies to remove, ^wd. take

azcaij, Exod. xxxiv. 7. Psal. xcix. 8. &; xxxii. 5. &
Ixxxv. 2. & XXV. 18. The transferring of sin is that

act, whereby the guilty, which is removed from the of-

fender, is transferred to the surety, that he may be

obliged to answer for it : as was done in the case of a

sacrifice, by the imposition of hands, wiiich then bore

and carried the guilt. This, he thinks, was pointed

out by the word hjeng^bir, he caused to pass, he

transferred, 2 Sam. xii. 13. when David said, I have

sinned, or I am guilty, against the Tord : Nathan an-

swers, Jehovah also h^:engjebir, hathput azvaj/ fcaus-

ed to pass) thy sin, guilt, thou shall not die. And the

angel, the Lord, Zech. iii. 4. s^ys, Behold, I have caits-

ed thine iniquity to pass from thee. Which words as-

cribe this transferring to God, as the Creditor, and to

Christ, as the ASW/e/j/. But it is also what the debtor

may claim : whence David prays for it, 2 Sam. xxiv.

10. And mnv, I beseech thee, O Lord, take azvay (cause

to pass) the iniquity ofthy servant. And Solomon, Eccl.

xi. 10. because we must give an account of all our ac-

tions to God at the last judgment, enjoins us to put aicay

(cause to pass) evilfrom thyflesh. Which cannot other-

wise be done (as the evil done can on no account be

undone) than by transferring or transporting sin. And
lie imagines, that this transferring is what the apostle

calls PARK SIS, remission. The expiation of sin is that

act, by wh.ich the guilt, removed from the offender, and
transferred to tlic Surety, is expiated by him who bears
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all the punishment, to which the sinner was bound, so

that divine justice shall have nothing more to demand,

much less to inflict. This is expressed by the word

CAPHAR, to expiate, to cover with the blood of pay-

ment, that the writing of sin may be cancelled, and no

longer appear. This last act is at length followed by a

complete aphesis, remission, which absolutely dis-

charges from eV'ery demand, cither upon the debtor, or

the Surety : so that, after this, there is no further any

occasion for a sacrifice for sin, Heb. x. 18. all remem-

brance of it being entirely effaced, ver. 3. compared

with ver. 17. Having thus explained these things, the

very learned author proceeds as follows : Under the Old

Testament, believers were without this last degree of

expiation yh(tcz.usQ the time appointed was not yet come,

and consequently the aphesis, forgiveness, which fol-

lows upon it. Their sins were not expiated, and the

hand-writing remained in its full force uncancelled, as

also the remembrance of transgression was often repeat-

ed, &c. All which were at length abolished by the

death, cross, and the blood of Christ's cross. But yet

these believers were not without the two former de-

grees, of taking away and transferring ; which are ele-

gantly joined together by Job, chap, vii. 20, 21 . / liaie

sinned, zvkat shall I do unto thee, O thoii presen-er of

men ? JVhi/ hast thou set me as a mark against thee, so

that I am a burden to myself F and why dost thou not

pardon (take away) my transg?^ession, and take azvay

(cause to pass) mine iniquity f Take away from me the

guilt, under the weight of v^'hich I shall otherwise faint

and sink ; and ti-ansfer it to another, who is able to bear

it y namely, the Surety ; seeing by all means satisfac-

tion must be made. The very learned author prose-

cutes this subject at further length, which none will re-

pent their having perused. And indeed I alvrays look-
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cd upon the subject thus explained to be true and sound

doctrine, which I likewise publicly testified. My only

scruple was, whether this clear and explicit doctrine

relating to the transferring of sin to the score of the

Alessiah, could agree with the simplicity of the Old

Testament, and was generally thus known to the an-

cient believers ; and likewise whether it could be so-

lidly proved by the word h.^ng^bir. Should any

think me too scrupulous in hesitating about this, I am
not now inclined obstinately to contradict him ; but

have I, on that account, deserved so unkind treatment

at the hands of the learned author, as may be seen Hep-

tad. 3. dissert. 4. § 27. and Hcpiad. 4. dissert. 3. § 14 ?

I am indeed, sorry, that such resentment dwells in hea-

venly breasts ; however, I think, that I must take care

lest either the passions of others, or my own, should at

any time cloud my mind in the discernment of truth.

Sacred candour ! descend, and gently glide into our

sou!, thar, with the greatest cheerfuiness, we may re-

ceive what is w^ell said, even from those who are dis-

pleased wijth us ; and wath equal readiness disclaim

what we ourselves may have less sccuratcly advancet!.

XLI V. Fiflhhj, We dare not deny, that adoption, m
a certain respect and in some degree of eminence, may

be accounted a blessing of the New Testament ; so far,

namely, as it imports that condition, not whereby be-

lievers are distin2:uished from the children of the devil

and of wrath, and constituted heirs of divine grace and

glory (which is a dignity common to all believers in all

aj^es) but wherebv believers of the New Testament are

preferred to children, who differ not much from ser-

vants. In which sense the apostle ascribes adoption

eminently to the fulness of time. Gal. i v. 4.—7. Where

Calvin comments thus on ver. 5. '* For even the fathers

under the Old Testament were assured of their adop-
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tlon ; but did not then so fully enjoy their privilege.

Here therefore adoption is taken, just as redemption,

Rom. viii.'23. for possession itself. For as, at the last

day, we shall enjoy the fruit of our redemption ; so now
we enjoy the fruit of adoption, of v.'hich the holy fa-

thers, before the coming of Christ, were not partakers."

And on ver. 7. " Wherefore thou art no more a servant^

but a son : that is, in the Christian church there is no

longer any state or servitude, but the condition of sons."

He again therefore speaks of the difference between

the Old and New Testament. " Even the ancients

were the sons of God, and heirs through Christ : but

we in a quite different manner ; because we have Christ

present, and therefore enjoy his benefits." Consult

what we have more largely explained, book iii. chap.

10. And, if I mistake not, this is the very meaning of

the brethren, in commenting on Gal. iv. § 56. " Let it

only be observed, that adoption is not said to be so pe-

culiar to the New Testament, as if the Old was entire-

ly destitute of it. For the apostle presupposes, that

even those that were in bondage under the elements of

the world, were heirs.

XLV. But what is said elsewhere, defa:d. § 352. is

very harsh :
" Thougli ths saints under the Old Testa-

ment received the sanctifying Spirit, yet he did not

work in them that affection, which was either worthy

of God, as a Father, or of them, as children ; but there

was in them a Spirit of bondage to fear. On the con-

trar) , tl]ey who are under the New Testament, do, irn-

niediately upon believing, receive the promise of the

Holy Spirit, Gal. iii. 14. that is, the Spirit of sons,

which was promised, and whose it is to cry, Abba^

Father, Rom. viii. 13:^

XLVT. On which I observe, 1. It Is supposed with-

out proof, that tlie Spirit of bondage was peculiar to
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the Old Testament. For even under the New, those

effects of the Spirit are observable, which are to be re-

ferred to fear and to bondage. Even at this day, it en-

genders terror in the elect, because they look upon

themselves to be in very bad condition, while they live

hi sin, nor can possibly be otherwise, till by a true faith

they are reconciled to God, Luke xv. 17. Moreover,

by this terror it drives them to lay hold on the fortress

of salvation in Christ, S Cor. v. 1 1. By the same terror

also it restrains them from sin, and extinguishes the de-

sire of sinning in them. In fine, it very otten redoubles

this terror, racking their conscience with anguish and

pain, and leading them in a way, just by the brink of

hell, in which rarely with joy and exultation, generally

with a'kind of anxiety of a trembling heart, yet in sin-

cerity^ they can serve God. Just as at this day those

whose olhce it is familiarly to enquire into their state,

find believers very often affected. It cannot be denied,

that in all these there is fear ; nay, that there is some-

thing which proceeds from bondage, and is, in some

measure, different from that ingenuous performance of

duty, which only arises from the cheerfulness of a heart

actuated by love. Why then may not the Spirit vv'ho

works these things even under the New Testament, be

called the Spirit of bondage to fear ?

XLVII. 2. It is also falsely asserted, that those af-

fections which the Spirit of bondage formerly wrought

in the saints, were unworthy of God as a Father, and

of the saints as children. For as those affections were

holy, and the effects of the sanctifying Spirit, whoiln

God bestows upon none but his own children, nay, as

they were most certain signs of their adoption, and of

their right to the inheritance, it is to entertain unworthy

thoughts of God their Father, and of his children, to

account them unworthy of both. True indeed it is.
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that, in thos?; affections of the saints, there was a kind

of relation, like that of servants to a, master
; yet that

by no means destroyed, but only in some measure mo-

dified, the relation of sons to a Father ; as even at this

day God is held forth to us under both these relations.

XLVIII. 3. The sanctifying Spirit, absolutely . as

sanctifying., which was in the ancient believets, ought

to be distinguished from the Spirit of bondage, as it

precisely begets fear. Though therefore the affections

produced by the Spirit of bondage, as such were incon-

sistent with the most free condition of sons of God ; yet

the effects of the sanctifying Spirit, in all the elect, are

a sincere love to God, and obedience arising from that

love, with a complacency and delight in his command-

ments ; now, can there be any reason, why^ these may
not be declared highly worthy of the saints, as so.ns of

God >

XLIX. 4. It is contrary to all reason to say, that

the ancients had not the Spirit of sons, whereby they^

cried, Abba, Father. For this Spirit is not so contrary

to the Spirit of bondage, as if it was not possible for

both to reside together. The contrary to which we
have proved already, book iii, c. xi. § 9. As this Spirit,

therefore, is always operative suitable to its condition ;

so it wrought those affections even in the believers of

the Old Testament, which were worthy of God, as a

Father, and likewise taught them to cry, Mj/ Fathery

Job xxxiv. 36. Is. Ixiii. 16.

L. Sixtfily, It is not consistent with that divine grace,

which was bestowed even on the ancients, to deny, that

they had peace of conscience. On which head we find

written, on Ileb. x. § 15. as follows : "Conscience

cannot be easy, before a man is expiated by a sacrifice

(with and by which we ought to approach unto God)

and knows, that in confidence of that sacrifice he ap-
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proachcs to God. For it is by this that the- conscience

is at last cahiied and perfected. And till then a man
must of necessity have a conscience, both accusing

him before God, and separating from all communion
v/ith him."

LL And yet the same person, who speaks thus,

openly protests, that he by no means deprives the an-

cient believers of their assurance of hope, and the joy

ot a conscience that gloried in God. For he thus speaks

elsev^diere, on Psal. li. § 15. " This is the wisdom of

God, that he suffers not sinful man to perish, and for that

purpose, he gives the sinner a testimony of his righte-

ousness, and the assurance of the hope concerning eter-

nal happiness : so as with an uninterrupted joy to bear

all crosses and afflictions, and glorify God, and give

him thanks, in life and in death.—This wisdom of God,

as Nathan had notified to him (David) by the word, so

God had sealed it to him in his very inmost soul."

LII. These, indeed, are things very difficult, if at

all possible to be reconciled. For where there is a con-

science of sin, accusing man before God, and separat-

ing from all communion with him, how, in that case,

can there be a testimony of righteousness given the sin-

ner by God } Again, where there is the assurance of

hope concerning eternal happiness and an uninterrupt-

ed joy, what can there be w^anting in that case to a

calmed and perfected conscience ? But let us explain,

what we arc to dciermine concerning the former asser-

tion.

LIU. 1. The scripture no where says, that the an-

cient believers had not peace of conscience ; but on the

contrary, that, from an assurance of the favor of God
towards tljcm, they slept secure, Psal. iil. 5 ; that, with

full assurance of faith, they gloried in their present

Vol. hi. U m
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grace, PsaL iv. 3. and \Tith the same assurance of hope

expected future glory, Ps. xvii*. 1 5. 2. Nor does it any

where say, that believers under the Old Testanient had

the conscience of sin, accusing them before God, and

separating from all communion with him ; but, on the

contrary, that conscience bore them witness, that sin

was forgiven, Psal. xxxii. 5. and Psal. ciii. 3, 10, 12.

And how could sin accuse them before God, and sepa-

rate from his communion, seeing it was charged to the

Surety, and was to be exacted of him ? 3. The same

scripture testifies, that «believers under the Old Testa-

ment acted what the redeemed act, and gloried and re-

joiced in God : Psal. cxvi. 7, 8. Rciurn wifo thy rest,.

O 7ny souly for Jehovah hatli dealt bountifully zuith thee.

Thou hast delivered my soulfrom death, mine eyesfrom
t^ears, and my feetfrom falling.

LIV. Heb. X. 1. is here misapplied : for the apostle

does not there deny, that the ancient believers had a

conscience perfected ; only denies, that there was per-

fection from the law, which had but the shadow of

good things to come ; denies, that the sacrifices, which

were offered year by year continually, could make the

comers thereunto perfect, that is, as Pareus says well,

" sanctify and save them." But what the law could

not, the grace of the Surety, of which they were par-

takers, both could and actually did effect. 5. The
conscience of sin, of which ver. 2. is not of sin as ac-

cusing before God, and excluding fiom all communion
with him (for the suretiship of Christ apprehended by

faith, was a bar to sin's effecting that) but it is a con-

science of sin, as not yet actually expiated, and which

were not to be expiated by the sacrifices of beasts.

These were therefore repeated, that believers might

testify, that they only used them as symbols, which

God appointed^ but did not expect to c|btain remission
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but from the suretiship and future sacrifice of the Mes-

siah.

I.V. 6. Believers under the Old Testament had not

indeed, that calm or peace of conscience, which arises

from the ransom being ftdly paid by the Surety, nor

such a discharge as by the resurrection of Christ from

the dead. Yet they had in Christ's suretiship-engage-

mcnt, truly and fully, what was sufficient to calm the

conscience ; for by that they might be assured, all their

sins were blotted out of their account, and laid to the

charge of Christ, who had also taken them upon him-

self, and made himself a debtor to undergo the punish-

ment of them ; and indeed, in such a manner, that they

should never afterwards be charged to behevers, nor

God ever " have any will to punish their sins in their

own persons," as the learned author speaks, Sion. Theol.

c. 35. And why were not these things sufficient to

produce a like composure of mind, nay, and a tran-

quillity almost equal to that which arises from the ran-

som actually paid r For believers are as much exempt-

ed from all obligation to personal satisfaction, whether

the ransom was to be paid, or was actually paid by the

Surety. *

I.VI. Seventhtij, It seems likewise to tend to under-

value the Old Testament church, that it is said to have

been, in an especial manner, subject to the duminioii

of angeb. Concerning this, he says on Heb. ii. § 39.

" The former world, that is, the people of the land or

Canaan, was subject to angels, being subject to the

word spoken by angels, and to the dispositions and ao-

pointments of angels, as well the heavenly, as those

that sat in Moses's seat, and who, in like manner, are

called gods. For the heavenly angels, who assisted at

the promulgation of the law, were the avengers or de-

fenders thereof, as they were the sruardians of the au-
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thorlty of the elders.'* Here'then they present us ivlth

two sorts of angels ; the heavenly, who are spirits ; the

earthly, who are men sitting in the seat of Moses.

The people of Canaan is said to be subject to both ; to

the heavenly, 1. As the law was published by them.

2. As they were constituted the avengers or defenders

of the law. 3 . As the guardians of the authority of the

elders.^ To the earthly ; as the people was obliged to

Vpply to them, to seek the testimony and the law, and

to obey them, just as if God himself in person had pub-

lished his commands with an audible voice. And on

account of this dominion, both the earthly and the hea-

venly angels were called gods.

LVII. I answer, the source' of this error is a misin-

terpretation of what the apostle says, Heb. ii, 5. Where,

indeed, it is denied, that this habitable world is put in

subjection unto angels ; but this is nowise asserted of

the former. And from the denial of the one, the affir-

mation of the other cannot be concluded. The apos-

tle's whole discourse is with a view% to gain the great-

est authority to the doctrine of Christ. Vox this pur-

pose, he had, in the foregoing chapter, described in

itjagnificent encomiums the excellence of his person :

he then established the great pre-eminence of the gos-

pel above the law^ And now he urges, that Christ

was to be obeyed, because the Father had given him

the government of the whole world, which is an honor

not at all conferred on angels. He speaks of the world

to come, not in contradistinction to the past, as if an-

gels exercised dominion in that, as Christ does in this :

but because it is a part of Christ's exaltation, to be ap-

pointed Lord of that world by God, a world far more

excellent than the past. This then is the apostle's rea-

soning. We are, with the greatest reverence, to attend

to the word of Christ, because he is appoinlcd Lord of
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the whole world ; and indeed, especially at that time,

wherein the state of all things, and particularly of the

church, is the most perfect : but no angel had ever

such an honor conferred upon him. How do you tor-

ture the word, when you extort the subjection of the

ancient church unto angels trom this text ?

LVIil. 2. The law published by angels, was the de-

calogue ; which we are bound to own as the rule of

our obedience, equally with the Israelites. Are we^

then also on that account subjected to angels } 3. The

part which the angels acted, in promulgating (he lavv%

was purely ministerial, and therefore implies no domin-

ion : John was not therefore subject to an angel, be-

cause the apocalypse was sent and signified to him b/

an angel. Rev. i. 1. 4. I cannot see, how it can be

proved, that the avenging the law was enjoined upon

angels under the Old Testament by any special com-

mand, which is revoked under the New. And the

brethren themselves will not deny, that die words, Psal.

XXXV, 5, 6. belong even to the times of the New Testa-

ment, and to the enemies of Christ. The punisijinent

of rebels, the chastisemicnt of the miscarriages of the

righteous, the defence of those under unjust oppression,

argue indeed the ministry, not the empire of angeis.

And what peculiar has the Old Testament, in this re-

spect, to which the New cannot shew the like ? For

here also the apostle, 1 Cor. xi. 10. 1 Tim. v. 21. urges

the observance of decency yi the church, because oi

the presence of the angels. But it is worth vvljile to

hear Cocceius himself commenting to this purpose on

John i. 52. " Moreover, that angels were present u-ith

the Christian church, appears from the preservation, en-

largement, and purging of the Christian churclj, and

from the astonishing protection of those that came out

of Babylon." And a little after ;
" As he subjects our
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members to our will, and inspires us with a good will

;

so he also makes his will known to his angels, and

sanctifies their will ; and if there be any thing that re-

gards the good of man, he inclines them to it. Thus,

while he reigns in the church, he reigns in the angels

;

and the same Spirit is in the angels, which is in the

church ; as in the vision of Ezekiel, the same Spirit was

in the wheels, which was in the living creatures, Ezek.

i. 20.". Let us add what he says in Disput. ad Mafth.

xxiv. thes. 38. " The angels assist the preaching of the

gospel, no less than they were solicitous, that the law

should be observed for the determined time." 5. I

know not on what ground it is so confidently asserted,

that angels were formerly, in a peculiar manner, guar-

dians of the authority of the elders ; unless perhaps on

that general one, that God usually employed them, to

keep up the order he had established upon earth ; but

they cease not to do this under the New Testament. 6.

They are called gods, because of the excellency of their

nature and office, and of the image of God in that re-

spect : not because of any empire they had over the

people of God, of which they are now deprived : for

Paul, in his time, called them thrones^ dominions, prin-

cipalitiesy and poiverSy Col. i. 16.

LIX. 7. 'Tis scarce needful to mention any thing

about men sitting in the seat of Moses, who are called

earthly angels. For who will deny, that in the com-

monwealth of Israel, which was a royal priesthood, God
appointed a magistracy, that was both civil and eccle-

siastical, with proper authority, in order to see to the

due observance of his law ? And I shall easily grant,

that this magistracy received authority, to deal some-

what more severely \\'\\h the church, while she was an

infant heir, under tutors and guardian.^, than can now

well suit with an advanced age, and days of greater li-
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bcrty. But I don't see, who can prove, that the apos-

tle, in the quoted passage to the Hebrews, treats of

them under the' name of angels ; especially as in the

whole of this discourse he constantly means, by angels,

those ministering spirits, whom God commands to be

ready to serve his beloved people, Heb. i. 14. And
then even the New 7\'stament church hath its angels,

of which in the Revelation. Shall we also affirm, that

therefore it is -subject to angels ? 8. and lastly. The
name gods is common to any ci^ il magistrate, who dis-

penses justice in God's name, even in pecuniary causes >

as appears from Exod. xxi. 6. and xxii. '28. Deut. xix.

7. That notion therefore, about the church of the Old

Testament being in a peculiar manner subject to an-

gels, falls to the ground.

LX. Eighthly, It also deserves our inquiry, whether

we are to reckon the co\\\\v\\x2\ fear of temporal dcnthy

to which believers of that time were all their life sub-

ject, among the defects of the Old Testament ? Con-

cerning this fear the brethren argue to" this purpose

They distinguish between a good and an evil fear of

death. This last is attended with a horror and hatred

of the holiness of God, proceeding trom an evil con-

science, in every unregencrate sinner, who knows and

reflects, that God is judge, lire former again is" two-

fold : either common or peculiar In the saints und.er the

Old Testament : common in all those that account thi,>

life, and freedom from misery, to bg an extraordinary

gift of God, and which may be profitable both to thein-

selves and others. Tliis fear is not unl^ecoming the

pious, nor renders them miserable. That which in aa

especial manner belonged .to tlie I^raelites, the inhabit-

ants of the land of Canaan, arose from causes, which

were peculiar to them : namely, 1. From an- afl:ection

for the land of Canaan^ wljicli was given them, with a
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promise of long life therein, as a pledge of the heavenly

inheritance. And therefore it Vv'as necessary, that be-

lievers should desire to enjoy that pledge. 2. From .a

desire and hope of seeing, in due time, the Saviour in

that land. 3. From the bondage to the elements of

the world, to which they were tied down by that law,

that if on set purpose they neglected it, they became,

as transgressors of the law, obnoxious to temporal and

eternal punishments ; but if, through infirmity or

thoughtlessness, they acted against the ordinances, they

had reason to apprehend immediate death to be inflict-

ed upon them by the hand of God : terrible examples

of which were sometimes set before their eyes. This

fear was good, proceeding from the love of a good con-

science and of the grace of God ; and made them, with

diligence and care, perform the service of the ceremo-

nies : for the godly had this all their life long. But

they were delivered from it by the death of Christ.

x\nd this Paul is thought to have declared, Heb. ii. 15.

This is the sum of what is almost every where repeated,

and more summarily explained, Animadv. ad qiutsL de

V. et N. T. qmest. 31.

LXI. For my own part, I will not disown, that there

was something in the rigour of the Mosaic polity, that

had a tendency to make them afraid of some dreadful

death : Heb. x. 28. He that despised Moses' law, died

icithoul merei/, under Izvo or tJiree wilnesses. God him*

self commanded, that such as these should be punish-

ed with death. Lev. xxlv. 16. Numo. xv, 34. and

sometimes made examples of those, who had not very

carefully observed some circumstantials, by a death al-

together extraordinary, Lev. x. 2. 1 Sam. vi. 20. 2 Sam.

vi. 7.-—9. This, especially if it was just before them,

or had-fctely happened, could not but strike a terror,

and excite' the righteous to take diligent heed, lest they
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slhoukl split on that rock. But it Is not probable, that

they who walked in a good conscience before God, and

knew they had to do with a most merciful Father, were

tormented, all their life, with the continual dread of

death : for examples of such rigour were rare ; but in-

stances of paternal indulgence common and conspicu-

ous before their eyes.

LXII. True it is, long life in the land of Canaan

was a pledge of eternal life «in heaven ; and it was ne-

cessary to love this pledge, as it pleased God to grant

the enjoyment of it. But I cannot conceive, how the

taking away of the external and perishing pledge was

to be so much dreaded, when they were to obtain an

eternal good in its room, of which they had only an

earnest in the pledge ; since the godly were assured of

receiving the heavenly inheritance. Immediately upon,

and even by death. For the exchange of the typical

for the true and heavenly inheritance is not to be dread-

ed, but rather to be desired and longed for.

• LXIII. Pious persons under the Old Testament,

who deprecated an untimely death, are not said to have

done so from any fond love to the earthly pledge, but

from a desire of glorifying God among the living, Psal.

vi. 4, 5. I;,, xxxviii. 18, 19. This exercise of piety

made the psalmist's life agreeable, and truly w^orthy of

the name of life, Psal. xviii. 17. And then they were

public persons, who were fond of a longer lease of

life, not so much out of a regard to themselves, as to

the kingdom and church, whose advantages thc^ watch-

ed over. However, it is not to be doubted, but all the

saints, whenever they considered themselves separate-

ly, and compared thc^ imperfections of this life with the

perfections of the future, desired to be dissolved, and

be with God in glory. For this v/as then to them, as

it is now to r.".. fur bcftcr.

V'oL. III. N u V
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LXIV. The people of Israel, in gen'eral, had hopes

of seeing Christ in their own land ; but this was not

the case ofevery individual. Nor was it lawful for those

who lived in Canaan nian}'^ ages before the coming of

the Messiah, to expect such a long term of life, as to

hope to see Christ's day ; nor be struck with horror at

the thoughts of a death, that perhaps might cut off all

those hopes. Those who were actuated by a higher

Spirit, had more exalted apprehensions than the vulgar,

longed, indeed, to see those things, which the disciples

saw, Matth. xiii. 17. searched diHgently what, or what

manner of time, the prophetic Spirit, which foretold

those things, should happen, 1 Pet. i. 11. But I know
not from whence the brethren could have learned, that

every one in particular, whom they make subject to

the fear of death, or that the generality of believers

without distinction, expected perhaps, in their time,

the coming of Christ, and hence arose their horror of

death. Peter speaks the contrary, ver. 12. that itzva^

7^€vealed unto them, that not unto thansclveSy Intt iinto

us they did minister those things. Can the brethren

then mention so much as t. single instance of any, who,

on that account, is said to have been afraid of death }

LXV. These hypotheses are groundlessly built on

"the saying of Paul, Heb. ii. 15. where the fruit of

Christ's death is said to be the delivering them^ who
through fear of death ivere all their life-time subject to

bondage. Fer, 1 . What reason can persuade, nay ad-

mit, th%t the fruit of that death, for undergoing which

it was necessary Christ should become man, should be

restrained to the Jews alone, the inhabitants of Ca-

naan ? For the benefit of Christ's death belongs to all

the elect from the beginning to the end of the world ;

and the apostle is here treating of all those that are
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sanctified by Christ, whom Christ calls his brethren, and

the children given him by the Father.

LXVI. 2. It is without proof inferred, that those

here described are considered as believers already ;

since it is more suitable to imagine, that the most mi-

serable state of the elect is here delineated while they

were themselves out of Christ. For during all that

time they must needs be tormented in a fearful manner

with the dread of death, whenever they think of God
as a judge : and unless the death of Christ had inter-

vened, that dread would continue upon them all iheir

life long^.

LXVII. 3. We are here by bondage under no ne-

cessity to understand bondage to the elements of the

world ; for as the apostle a little before had said, that

the devil is destroyed by the death of Christ, what is

more natural than to explain, what he now speaks of

bondage, concerning that wretched condition of men,

when under the tyranny of the devil ? And surely it is

a much greater blessing to be delivered from the bond-

age of the devil, than from that to the elements of the

world 5 and as both is a fruit of Christ's death, why
shall we restrict the apostle's meaning to the least, and

exclude the greatest ? Besides, there is no such differ-

ence between the fear ot death, and the bondage of the

devil, as to make it improbable for them to be joined

together in the same discourse ; for the one is cherish-

ed by the other : the bondage of the de\ il begets the

fear of death ; and the fear of death, in an unsanctificd

conscience, heightens the hatred of God, and cojise-

quently the bondage of sin and tlie devil.

I^XVIII. 4. The term death i^ most unreasonably

restricted to temporal death. The apostle argues in

this manner : It was necessary for Christ to become
man, because be was to die. He was to die, I . I'liat^^
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by his death, he might destroy the devil, who had tlie

power of death. 2. That he might deliver his people

/rom death itself, and from the fear of it. AVhat can

be more plain, than that the whole of that death is here

meant, over which the devil has power, both temporal

and eternal, especially the last ? The fear of temporal

death, as the brethren describe it, was good and holy

in itself, only somewhat troublesome and uneasy : and

can it be thought probable, that the apostle, when
speaking of the effects of Christ's death, should explain

in very magnificent terms the freedom from a thing

good and holy ia itself, because it produced some un-

easiness, and omit the deliverance from that which

comprehends all evils and miseries ? and yet so form

his discourse, as if he seemed to have spoke rather of

that which is the greatest, than of that which is the

least evil, and what he alone intended ?

LXIX. 5. and lastly, I could also v^'ish it was ex-

plained, what is that universality of saints, denoted by

the term, osoi, which Christ delivered from the fear

of losing the pledge by death. Were the saints who
died before Christ, of this number ? That does not ap-

pear ; for they are supposed to be troubled by the fear

of death all their lifetime. And yet, if I mistake not,

they were delivered from this when once they died.

What then did the death of Christ profit them in this

respect ? Are we then to understand those saints who
lived at the time of Christ's death ? The brethren seem

to intend this, when they say, " As many as bore bon-

dage with that disposition, were delivered by Christ

when he died," Ad Heh. ii. § 89. But who are those ?

Not believers of the Gentiles, who had no country given

them for a pledge. It must then be the Jews. 15ut it

could not be all of them. For many of them lived out

of the land, in a voluntary exile, without enjoying that
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pledge. How greatly then is this fruit of Christ's death

limited J Let us suppose, it was they, who, after the

death of Christ, received Christ by faith in the land of

Canaan, that constituted this universality. But how
were these delivered from the fear of losing the pledge ?

WaF it because, after Christ's death, the land ceased to

be a pledge, and was shortly to be given up to the

Gentiles to a total destruction ? Is this the meaning of

the brethren ? how fiat and mean ! Well savs the cele-

brated interpreter on Zech. ix. § 23. " They voluntarily

renounced the inheritance of the land of Canaan, and

exchanged it in order to partake of t|ie heavenly Jeru-

salem, and the inheritance of the world." But neither

will this remove all the difficulty : for Paul speaks of

those who all their Lifetime were subject to the tear of

death, which the brethren themselves, at other times,

urge ; but they whom we suppose to be delivered by

Christ cease not to live, v.'hen delivered from the fear

of death. I beg of these learned persons, again and

again to consider, in what intricate perplexity they in-

tangle themselves, while, without any just ground, tliey

c|uit the trodden and plain road.

LXX. NintJilijy It is most of all grievous, and tends

to stir up the resentmept of the meekest person, that

belieiwj's under the Old Testament are otten, and that

at great Jength, said to have been under zrrath and the

curse. And indeed this assertion is shocking to tender

ears, and unusual in the reformed churches. The
brethren took occasion to speak thus from (jal. iil. 10.

As viany as are of the :cort\s of tlie laxv arc under the

curse. Which passage they think is to^be explained,

as it it was there said. Whoever are subject, to tlie cere-

monial law, bear testimony, that the cur.se is not yet

removed by Christ, nor the blessing yet actually ob-

tained. For though they are free horn the curse be-
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longing to the wicked, and partakers of the blessing of

the sons of God, yet, by the use of the ceremonies, they

openly avow, that the meritorious cause of the blessing

was not yet come. But let us hear their own words ;

In C(wivi..ad Gal. iii. § 104. " The ancient interpreters

have here departed a little from the meaning of the

apostle, not adverting how behevers and the saints of

the Old Testament could be said to be under the curse';

for they think it necessarily follows, that it is not possi-

ble for him who is under the curse, to be saved.—In

this they are mi^aken. For, according to the apostle,

to he 7inder the curse, signifies here not to be without

the covenant of grace, but to undergo something on ac-

count of the curse, which was not yet blotted out by

'the pavment of the price : either for the sake of the

hand-writing against themselves on account of sin, and

of the curse annexed thereto, and so for the sak^ of
•' God, who neither did, nor was to punish their sins, as

if he was to pardon them ; and who had promised life

to believers ; that he might be sanctified by declaring

his' righteousness, which he was to manifest in Christ.'*

LXXL- But though this explication sufliciently pro-

vides for the salvation of the fathers
;
yet I think it

harsh, and very far from the scope of the apostle, and

the language of scripture. The scope of th£ apostle is to

refute the opinion of the false apostles, by which they

disturbed the quiet of the churches of Galatia, as if

faith in Christ alone was not sufHcient to justification,

but that the Gentiles were bound to observe the Islo-

saic ceremojiies, c,s a part of that righteousness and ho-

,
liness commanded by the hw. For certainly the JevA^s

were, ancl stiihare, at this d;iy, tainted with the heresy,

that the ceremonies contribute to justification. I'he

apostle briefiv sets the truth in opposition to that false

iiotion. Gal. if. iG. which he confiniis by several argiv-
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ments. After many others he makes use of this. For

as that sanction, by wliich the curse is threatened

against transgressors, is annexed to al] God's laws j and

as there is none, who ought not to confess, that they

have one time or other transgressed some one law of

God j so far then can any hope for life from any obser-

vance of any law, that, on the contrary, as many as

are of tlie narks of the law, that is, who tf^kc part with

those, who would be justified by works, are under the

ciirse. Gal. iii. 10. This inference is solid and clear,

and in Paul's usual manner. See him arguing the same

way, Rom. iii. 19, 20.

LXXII. But many things prove, that nothing i^

meant by the curse, but the curse of the covenant of

works, which excludes man from communion w^itli

God, and is opposed to the blessing of the covenant of

grace. 1. He does not speak ot that curse, which

hangs over the godly, because and in so far as, by ob-

servation of the ceremonial law, they subscribe a hand-

writing against themselves, but that which hangs over

the proud transgressors of the law. For the apostle

does not say, that the godly of old confessed, that they

were under the curse, because they observed the cere-

monial law ; but those who are of works
; justiciary or

self-righteous workers, who endeavour to establish their

own righteousness ; these are they who are under the

curse, because they have not observed the law as pre-

scribed.

LXXIII. 2. Paul means here the same curse that

Closes did i from whom he quotes a passage tor esta-

blishing his doctrine, Deut. xxvii. 26. But that Mo-
saic formula, since it undoubtedly contained the sanc-

tion of the covenant of works, speaks of that curse>

which all sinners naturally arc under, because they

continue not in all thiii^-s commanded by the law, and
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which Is opposed to the favor and savmg grace of God,

Had the apostle meant another curse, he would have

trifled, and not argued .; but this is far from his cha-

ractt;r.

LXXIV. 3. He speaks here of that curse, from

which Christ has delivered his people. But he deliver-

ed them, not only from the hand-writing, declaring the

ransom not yet paid, but from all guilt and condemna-

tion, from all that curse which we deserved on account

of sin. 'Tis a bad practice which the celebrated Coc-

ceius every where justly condemns in the Socinians, so

to wrest the divine words of scripture, as to put a low

and mean sense upon them. And is not this done,

when that divine sentence, Christ hath redeemed iis

from the curse of the law, is brought so low, he freed

us from the yoke of the ceremonies ? This, certainly, is

among the very least of the blessings, which accrue to

believ^ers from the redemption of Christ.

LXXV. 4, Moreover, the curse we are delivered

from, is of the same kind ,with that which Christ un-

derwent for us : he therefore underwent it for us, as an

expiatory sacrifice in our stead, because it lay upon us

on account of sin. But Christ was made a curse for

us, not as he observed the ceremonial law, but as he

bore the wrath, the fury, the indignation of God against

our sins. He complained, that he was forsaken of his

Father, grappled hand to ha,nd with dreadful horrors

and anguish of soul, and with the infernal powers them-

selves. In a word, he endured all the curse, that the

law threatened against sinners ; he v/as not only accurs-

ed, but even a curse ; which was shewn by crucifixion,

as the symbol.

LXXVI. In the last place, I do not imagine, that

either of these can be proved from any passage of scrip-

/ture : vither that tliose can be called the true and spi-
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ritual sons o^ Ahraha?n, zvho are of the works a/ Che

/</a> ; or that those who, in faith and a good conscience,

observe the precepts of the ceremonial law, can on
that very account be said to be under the curse. I find

Rom. iv. 16. is qu,oted as a proof of the former : To

the end the promise mi^ht he sure to all the seed, not to

that only "johich is of the laio, hut to that also ivliich is of

thefaith of Abraham, who is thefather of us all. But

the case.is very different : for, 1. That expression, to

be of the law, and that, to be of the works of the lazCy

are not in all respects the same ; for those may simply

be said to be <f the law, to whom pertained the giving of

the law, Rom. ix. 4. that is, the Jewish nation, to whom
the law ofGod was delivered, and who, in consequence

of that giving of the law, and of the covenant founded

thereon, became what they are, a people peculiar to

God. But seeing works, in the business of justifica-

tion, which was the dispute among the Galatians, are

always set in direct opposition to faith, those who are

ot the works of the law, cannot be of justifying faith.

1( you object, that the law is in like manner opposed

to faith ; I answer, the law has a twofold relation : a

legal, strictly so called, as it contains the condition of

justification, by a personal and proper obedience ; and

an evangelical, as, by its types and shadows, it leads

to Christ. Whoever, according to the former relation,

are of the law, are not heirs,. Rom. iv. 14. but w^hoever

were of the law, so as to discover in it the gracious prO"

mises of the gospel, belonged to that seed of Abraham
to which the promise was declared. And, according

to this different relation of the law, the apostle in a

dillcrent sense says, that some are of the law ; some

wlio, because ihey want to be of the law, are net

heirs ; nainclv, tljc^e who reckon theifworksas a cgn-

Vol. hi/ O o
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dition of righteousness with God, either for purifica»

tion or satisfaction : and some again W'ho are of the

law, and yet are heirs ; namely, those who suffer them-

s^kes to be led by the law, as a schoolmaster, to Christ.

But works contradistinguished from faith, can have no

other than an opposite relation in justification.

LXXVII. To this purpose I formerly wrote with the

generahty of interpreters, and even Cocceius himself

;

who so explains the words of Paul, that he divides into

two classes all that seed, to which he maintains the

promise was made sure ; one of which classes is said

to be of the law j the other, of /he failh of Abraham :

the one, of flie Israelites, to whom pertained the giving

of the lazv j the other, of the Gentile believers, who,

without circumcision, but only in imitation of his faith,

become the seed of Abraham. But I afterwards met

with the discourses of James Altingius, w^ho observes,

that the Gre^k of Paul, panti to spermati, ou to

EK TOU NOMOU MONON, ALLA KAI TQ EK PISTE-

os Abraam, is not necessarily to be translated, to all

the seed, not to that only which is of the lazv, but to that

also which is of thefaith ofAbraham ; so as to apply the

restrictive particle o?iIy, to the seed ; but is more pro-

perly translated to all the seed, not to that which is of

the laxv only, 8(c. So that the restrictive particle should

be joined to the law, not to the seed. And he thinks

this verse is to be compared with ver. 12. thefatlier of

circumcision to them, who are not of the circumcision

only, but also zvalk in the steps, S^c. That the meaning

is, that those are the seed of Abraham, to whom the

promise can belong, not who, by circumcision only, or

any other carnal precept, in which they vainly glory,

may in some measure resemble Abraham ; but who re-

semble him in faith. Thus both members belong to

the JewS;, and those are excluded from partaking in the
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blessing, who are only of the law, ver. Ik those only

being admitted who are of the faith of Abraham. But

those dcscendcnts of Abraham, who received the cove-

nant proposed to them by God, as a covenant of works,

and circumcision as the sacrament of such a covenant,

arc of the law^ and indeed only of the law. These

things are at large and with accuracy deduced by the

very learned author. But if this interpretation holds,

the brethren are so far from finding any support in this

passage, that rather every thing is against them.

LXXVm. For the proof of the latter, it is alledged,

that the time of the Old Testament is called the time

of SANG AM; icraLh and severffi/. Is. x. 25. Dan. viii,

19. and that Moses, the minister who gave the Jaw, is

called the minister of death and condcmnatioUy 2 Cor.

iii. 7, 9. and that (he law icorketh wrath. Ram. iv. Id.

that is, imposeth something, which proceeded from

sin and guilt, and so from wrath. But these things are*

not to the purpose. For, 1. There is nothing there

concerning a curse or execration,, which constantly in

scriptLU'e denotes the deplorable condition of the wick-

ed, especially if any one is said to be under it. 2. Isa-

iah and Daniel speak not of the time of the Old Testa-

ment in opposition to that of the New ; but represent

that period of time, in -which God more severely pu-

nished the sins of his people ; which he likewise does

sometimes under the New. S. Aloses is called the mi-

nister ofdeath and condemnation, because his ministry,

for the most part, tended to terrify the sinner, and con-

vince him of his sin and curse. 4. In the same sense

tiie law is said to work wrath ; which is not to be un-

derstood of the ceremonial law alone, but also, and in-

deed, chiefly of the moral law, which, by its most ac-

curate precepts, discovers sin, and, by the drcadtlil

comniinatioiis ot divine wrath against sinners, raises in
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die soul a sense of wi^tli. But these things are no

proof that believers of the Old Testament were under

the GursG.

CHAR XIII.

Of the real Defects of the Old Testament,

.OWEVER the Old Testament had really some

peculiar defects, on account of which it is found fault

withy Heb. viii. 7, 8. and, because of these, it was to

make iroom for the New, When we say this, we do no

injury to the divine wisdom^, as if it was inconsistent

with that, \o make the first covenant with his people,

such as would afterwards want correction. For as

God, in the first creation of the world, began with, things

that were more rude, and by degrees, as it were, first

rough-hewed them, then polished and exactly square-d

them, till they attained to that beauty, in which he ac-

quiesced : so in like manner, in the formation of his

church, he would have the beginnings to be more unpo-

lished, which, in the regular course of things, were to

arise, in process of time, to a more beautiful symme-

try and proportion, till he should put the last hand to

them^ at the consummation of the world. And if it

was not unworthy of God, to have made something im-

perfect in the kingdom of grace, which shall be brought

to absolute perfection in the kingdom of glory ; neither

is it unworthy of him, to have granted something more

sparingly under the Old Testament, which he most li-

berally vouchsafed under the New. Nay, by this very

thing he displayed his manifold wisdom, in that he dis-

tinguished the diversity of times by proper and suitable
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marks or signs. Paul represented the Jews, as re-

sembling children ; Christians, grown men. Whatlr^

regularly is there in God's thus ordering matters, that

he should confine the former to the rudiments, as being

more suitable to their measure of age, and train up the

latter in a more hardy, and as it were manly discipline ?

II. But let us particularly rehearse in order the

things, in which the Old Testament was defective.

T\\Q, first is, that the fathers under the Old Testament

had not the caus£ of saltation present, much less com-

pleted. They had the figure of Christ in various ap-

pearances, as preludes of his tature incarnation, in the

pillar of cloud and fire, in the tabernacle, the temple,

in the pictures of the ctrcmonies, the riddles of the

prophecies : but they had not the privilege of behold-

ing him present among them. The prophets of those

times prophesied of the grace that should come unto us.

And unto them rvas revealed, that not unto themselves^

but unto us they did minister the things which are norv re-

ported unto us concerning tJie sufirings of Christ, aiidtlie

glori; that shouldfollow, 1 Pet. i. 10, 11, 12,

III. And as the cause of salvation did not then ap-

pear, namely, God manifested in the Jfiesh, neither did

righteousness, or that on account of which we are jus-

tified. Because the Captain of their salvation was not

yet made 7;d';;/<:r/ thro' sufejings, Hcb. ii. 10 j that in

which the expiation of our sins consists, did not then

exist, and consequently, everlasting righteousness was

not yet brought in, Dan. ix. 24. For as the ransom

was not yet paid, tlic debts were not actually cancel-

led ; that day had not yet shined, on which God re-

vioved the iniquiti/ of the earth, Zech. iii. P. The la-

tliers, indeed, had a true and sufiicient remission oi

sins, yet had not that, for which sins arc justly, and in

a manner worthy of God, remitted; namely, the satis-
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faction and expiation of Christ. Parous says well, atf

J{eb. \ui. 18. "The expiatory offering was not yet

inade, in.which the remission of sins, wherewith thej

were favored, was founded."

IV. In this respect it is no absurdity to say, that the

sins of believers remained, and still existed, till they

were cancelled by Christ's satisfaction. For they ex-

isted in the accounts of the Surety, who was to answer

for them ; nor were they blotted out, till after the pay-

ment was made. We are not to think, they so lay up-

on believers, as that they went to heaven loaded with

the guilt of them ; than which nothing can be more ab-

surd ; nor are we to maintain, that t}>ey were entirely

cancelled out of the book of God's accounts : for, in

that case, Christ's satisfying for them had been super-

fluous. But they remained as debts upon the- Surety,

which he was to pay. And therefore God, who had

already beforehand remitted very many sins, exacted

them of Christ at the time appointed, Is. liii. 7. to de-

clare his riglitcoiLmessfor the remission of sins that are

pasty Rom. iii. 25. Parens again,.!, c. " In the mean
time therefore, sins, even remitted without true expia-

tion, remained, till they were at length expiated by the

death of the Mediator ; which expiation being made,

botli their sins and ours were at last truly abolished in

the judgment of (jod." Calvin uses the same way of

speaking, Instit. lib. ii. c. 7. § 17. " For which reason

the ,apGstic writes, that the remi-ssion of the sins, which

remained under the Old Testament, was at length ac-

complished bv the intervention of Christ's death." This

then was the first defect of the Old Testament, that it

had not the cause of salvation completed, and conse-

quently not a true expiation of sins.

V. The seeond defect was the obscurity of the old

(xcoiiomy. Tl.'is follov> s from the preceding. What
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can there be at most but twilight before the rising of

the sun r The Lord therefore dispensed the hght ot liis

word to them, in such a manner, that they could only

view it still at a distance and obscurelv. Peter has

elegantly represented this, by comparing the proplietic

language tinfo a lamp that sJnneth hi a dark place^ 2

Pet. i. 19. When he calls it a lamp, he intimates the

absence of the sun ; and when he speaks of g dark

place, he represents the condition of the ancients,

which, amidst the darkness, had the glimmering smjill

light of a burning taper, and no more than a taper,

which is used only in the night-time, not in the full day.

To this purpose also is the saying of Christ, Matth. xl

13. that (lie law and the prophets uej-e until John. Frovi

that time th.e kutgdom of God zvas preached. What did

the law and the prophets discover to those who lived

m their days ? Certainly nothing but a taste of that

wisdom, which w^as afterwards to be clearly displayed,

by foretelling it as shining at a distance. Whenever

Christ can be pointed out with a finger, the kingdom

of God is disclosed.

VI. There was certainly in the ceremonies, an insti-

tution concerning Christ's person, offices, and benefits.

And therefore it was a distinguishing favor, that God
-should honor Israel alone, above all other people, with

that kind of instruction, as we have formerly intimated.

But, as the ceremonial rites were vastly increa-ced, and

the repetition of the promises of grace was in the mean

time more sparing and uncommon ; the very great

number of rites was like a vail, by which the naked

simplicity of the ancient promise was very much cloud-

ed. And the event shew^ed, that the greatest part of

the Israelites cleaved to the ceremonies themselve-;,

sought for justification and expiation of sin in them, and

did not penetrate into the spiritual mysteries, whiuh
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were hid under the vai!, with the eyes of the under'-

standing and of faith. Tliis, indeed, was their own
fault ; but that method of teaching was not so well

adapted and effectual for the correcting of it. This is

also represented by the type of Aloses, who put a vail

over his face^ that the children of Israel could not sted-

Jasth) look to the end of that ivhich is now abolished, as

uselesSy 2 Cor. iii. IS. There the apostle by way of al-

legory proposes the person of Moses, to represent the

ceconomy of the Old Testament. It had, indeed, the

light of the promises of grace, as the face of Moses had

an extraordinary glory, ver. 7. But while Moses spoke

with the Israelites, he covered this glory with the vail

of the ceremonies, which he had introduced ; the end

of which, indeed, was Christ and his grace ; but Israel,

being intent on the contemplation of these, satisfied

themselves in them, and forgot to look to that, to which

had they turned their mind, as became them, they

would have been led by the ceremonies themselves.

And this is that vail^ ivhich, in the reading of the Old

Testament, not being taken away, still remaineth on Is-

rael, ver. 14.

VII. To the same purpose, was the vail of the taber-

nacle and temple, which kept the Israelites from enter-

ing and beholding the sacred things. These two vails

may be thus compared together. By the vail of the

temple they were reminded of something, which they

were not yet suffered to behold, because something

stood in the way ; namely, guilt, which was removed
in the flei^h of Christ, Heb. x. 19. and that the way to

the heavenly sanctuary was not yet set open to them,

Ileb. ix. 8. By the vail over the face of Moses, they

were put in mind, that the eyes of their understanding

were weaker, than that they could bear the naked de-

claration of the truth. For if it was thus at that time
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with Clirist's apostles, John xvi. 12. how much more

with ancient Israel ?

VIII. It is remarkable, that the Lord Jesus himself,

in the days of his flesh, suited his doctrine to that more

obscure dispensation ; and laid before the promiscu-

ous multitude, the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven,

scarce in any other manner than under the vail of para-

bles, the meaning of which was to be rather guessed

at, than thoroughly understood. And himself gives

this reason for it, Matth. xiii. 10, 11. When his dis-

ciples asked him, fflii/ speakcst. thou unto them in para*-

blcs f he answered. Became it is givfii unto ijon to know

the vujstirics of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is

not given. And vcr. 13. Tiiercfore speak I to them in

parables, because they seeing, see not ; and hearing, they

hear not, neither do they understand. But as the time

of his consummation was drawing nearer, he more

clearly, and without further circumlocution, proposed

the truths of salvation, John xvi. 25. vyhich the disci-

ples themselves observed, ver. 29.

IX. The /////y/ defect w^as the great rigour and unre-

lenting severity ol that ceconomy, on account of the

threatenings of the law, which so often occur, and of

the promises of grace, which are more seldom and more

obscurely repeated. To this purpose is wliat we have,

Ileb. xii. 18. that believers are not now come to the

mount that miglU be touched, and that burned with

fire, unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, where

nothing was to be heard or seen, but what was apt to

.strike the mind with dread and terror, so that Moses

himself quaked and feared .; where the terrible voice

S)Ounded in their ears, which all of them entreated, they

HUght not hear any more ; to all which he opposes the

mild swcetncrs ot mount Zion, and of the hei;venly Je-

VoL. IIL F p
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rusalem. Neither was that rigour and terror v.-ithout

reason ; for it was scarce possible, by any other means,

to conquer the frowardness of the IsraeUtes, whom Mo-

ses and the prophets so often reproached as a stiff-neck-

ed generation, and a people whose heart was like an

adamant.

X. The foiirlh defect of the Old Testament wis the

bondage vnder the elements of the zeorld, of which Paul

speaks. Gal. iv. 3, 9. By the elements of the world, he

understands the ceremonies ot the old oeconomy ; which

he calls sTOienEiA, elements, because of their rude-

ness and imperfection ; by a twofold mstaphor ; the

one borrowed from nature, the other from art. Na-

ture hath her elements, that is, bodies more simple and

rude, from whose various combination and mixture

others more perfect are generated. And the rudiments

of art, or the first more easy precepts, suited to the ca-

pacities of children, are usually called elements ; Paul

himself using this term in that sense, Heb. v. 12. the

first prineiples (elements) of the oracles of God. lie

adds, the elements of the zeorld, either because they

were earthly, borrowed from the world, and from those

things, which even worldly men hare in common Avith

the pious, and which contain not in themselves the bles-

sings and privileges of the inheritance ; or because God
being willing to instruct the world, that is, the inhabi-

tants of the world, began, from these slender principles,

having first set up a lower form or school, as it were in

one corner of the world only. The Israelites zvere in

bondage to these elements. For God had also given

these elements with a severe commination, lest they

should be either neglected, or used any other way, than

he had prescribed : and they had princes and elders,

with sufficient authority, and sitting in Moses's scat, to

keep and constrain them to the observance of the rites.
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Jn fiiic, the observance itself had an air of servility in

consistent with the tull liberty of sons, c'

XI. But let us take a more particular view of what

v/as hard and unpleasant in this bondage.
. 1. There

was, in that vast multitude of rites, which were enjoin-

ed upon Israel under such a severe threatening, a griev-

ous burden, and 2i yoke hard to be l?orne. Acts xv. 10,

which the apostle calls the yoke of lyondage^ Gal. v. 1.

Circumcision, which v/as, as it were, the first under-

taking of the yoke, caused such pain, that even adults

were heavily afflicted with it, Gen. xxxiv. 25. The
number of the other ceremonies exceedingly fatigued

the people, and involved them in diftjculries. They
were not allowed to light a fire on the Sabbath, nor to

sow on the seventh year. All their males were obliged

thrice a year to go up to Jerusalem. The paying the

first fruits and tithes was to be scrupulously observed.

They were put to great expence in all kinds of sacrifi-

ces. JVIoreover, there were many washings, distinc-

tions of meats, Icf^al pollutions from the touch of a dead

body, and of any unclean thing whatever, and pollu-

tion in sleep. And all these things wherewith they

•were harassed, w^ere but weak and bei^garly cleinenis.

Gal. iv. 9. which could not make the comers th^reimto

perfect i Heb. x. 1. and, in the observation of which, of

themselves, there was no holiness, nor the image of

God, uov a reasonable sejTice,'^Qm.:^\\. I. Jf lowever,

their mystical signification, and the relation they bore

to the Messiah and his grace, made believers eheer-

tully undertake, and joyfully bear that yoke, grievous

in itself, and beggarly and useless separately from Christ.

XII. 2. There was also, in that bondage, the re-

jjroach of childhood ; for it was wholly pedagogical, or

.adapted to children, Gal. iv. 2. which consisted of lit-

tle, mhmte precepts and ordinances, such as are pre-
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scribed to young children. Touch not, taste not, handln

not. Col. ii. ^1. On which place Theophylact says

elegantly, " See also how he tacitly upbraids them, say-

ing, Ve aiie subject to ordinances^ ver, 20. You sit as

children," says he, " as just beginning their elements,

who require what they ought to do to be said before

and prescribed to them."

XIII. 3. There was also the middtewall ofpartition,

not only separating them from all other nations, and

depriving them of the joy, which, in other respects,

would result from the Gentiles being taken into com-

munion with God, but also, in some measure, seclud-

ing themselves from familiar access to God, Eph. ii. 14,

15. The apostle seems to allude to the double wall, or

inclosure of the temple. The Jews, who were clean, met

for worship, within the outermost of these, which had

a fence or breast-work, on which small pillars were

ranged at equal distances, inscribed with Greek and

Latin characters, to signify, that no stranger was allow-

ed, under pain of death, to pass over .that breast-work,

and break into the inner inclosure. In like manner,

there was, in the inner inclosure, another breast-work

like the former, whereby the people were excluded

from entering into the temple, and the porch of the

priests, who were there employed in sacred services
;

which Lud. Capellus has observed on this passage from

Josephus. See what Const. TEmpcreur has ad titul.

Middoth, c, 2. § 3. and Selden de jure natur. lib. 3. c.

6. With both those walls or breast-works the apostJe

ingeniously compares the ceremonies, which separated

the Gentiles from the Jews (on which account ther

resembled the breast-work of the jfirst inclosure) and the

Jews themselves, in some measure, from God, and fa-

miliar access to him. For they themselves were com-

manded to stand at a distance v/Iiile God kept himself.



OF THE Old Test. 305

as it were, concealed in the Inner sanctuary, and to

treat with him, about tlie expiation of sins, only by tlic

intervention of a priest. And in this respect the core-

monies are compared with the latter inclosurc.

XIV. 4. Besides this, the apostle calls the law of

commandments, contained in ordinances, erwiitii, be-

cause, in a certain respect, they WTre a symbol of the

enmity both between God and man, and between Is-

jacl and the Gentiles. For the ceremonies, in their /e-

gal considerallon, were signs of that haired, wherewith

God, from the righteousness of his nature, pursues sin-

ful man : because our guilt was typified by these, and

man behoved to be expiated and purged by those rites,

before he could be allowed, with hope of pardon, to

have access to God. They also begat a mutual hatred

and contempt between Jews and Gentiles. The Jews
being proud of the ceremonies of God's institutipn, des-

pised the Gentiles, who w"ere enslaved to human, or even

diabolical superstitions. The Heathen, on the other

hand, looked upon many of the Jewish ceremonie-s, as

is plain from Tacitus and others, as hatetul, ridiculous,

and absurd. And hence arose a mutual and national

hatred and enmity ; by no means commanded, far be

it, but yet, as it were, rivetted by that law of discrimi-

jiating rites. And this alienation of minds w^as at such

a height, that the godly themselves judged it a crime

in a Jew to come near, or approach to a stranger. Acts

X. 28.

XV. 5. and lastly, There was a Jiand-ivriUng in the

yeligion of ceremonies hutenantion, confrari/ (in.

purl) lo thost xvlio loved and observed them. Col. ii. 1J-;

On which Calvin particularly has learnedly discoursedj

as well in other places, as in his FnslUiUions, lib. 3. c.

7. § 17. In his commentary on Col. ii. H-. he deeVares-,

that no one had given him any satisfaction in cxplaiijin;ir
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this matter. " But I trust," says h-e, " I have reached

the genuine meaning, if it be only granted me as a

truth, what Augustine has somewhere very truly writ-

ten, nay which he deduced from the plain words of the

apostle, that, in the Jewish ceremonies, there was ra-

tlier a confession, than an expiation of sins ; tor what

c-Jse did they by their sacrifices, than confess their being

conscious to themselves, that they were worthy of death,

who in their own stead substituted despicable animals ?

what by their purifications, but to testify their unclean-

ness ? So, upon this, they renewed the hand-writing of

their guilt and impurity. Yet in that declaration there

was no manner of paymenr. Justly therefore does the

apostle call them hand-writings, contrary to those who

loved and observed them ; since by them they openly

declared their own condemnation and uncleanness."

X^^J. But this on no account is to be so understood,

as if believers were bound, by the exacting of this

hand- writing, to satisfy divine justice in their own per-

son ; for that would be contrary to the promise of grace,

which was founded on the irrevocable suretiship of

Christ, and accepted by the Father, whose inseparable

fruit is the discharge of the principal debtor. But by

this hand-writing they acknowledged two things. 1.

That they were unclean, and deserved utter destruction,

if considered in tliemselves, and could not escape de-

struction, unless satisfaction was made to divine justice.

2. That this satisfaction was not yet accomplished ; nor

the true expiation, in virtue of which they were to be

justified, )et performed : thus far that hand-writing was

con/ranj to them. But because, as I have often ob-

served, the ceremonies had, besides a legal, also an

evangelical consideration, believers were, at the same

time, confirmed, by the use of them, in the faith ot the

Messiah, v.ho Vv-as to come and satisfy for them. And.
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thus the harid-writing was only in pari contrary to them,

H r p E N A N T I o N . Fof thoLiglj it shcwcd, that sati.^tac-

tion was not yet made, a circumstance which was

against them, yet it assured them, that satisfaction was

never to be demanded ot them, but was certainly to be

performed by the Surety j which certainly was veiy

much for them.

XVil. The Jflli thing, jn which the Old Testament

was inferior to the New, was a spirit suited to that ser-

vile ceconomy j which Paul, in his epistle to the Ro-

mans, chap, viii. 15. c'dWs tlic spiril of bondage : For

ye have not received tlic Spirit of bondage again to fear.

Where the particle, again, denotes a distinction^ by

which the present condition of the Christian church is

Contradistinguished from the preceding condition of the

church of Israel, as interpreters generally observe. But

they do not by this explain the full force of that particle,

I take it in this light. The Romans, having now be-

come believers, were united into one body with believ-

ing Israel, Eph. iii. 6. For in Christ there is a gather-

ing together of all in one, Eph. i. 10. He made both

one, Eph. ii. 14. and would have believers both of the

Jew» and of Xho. GcvAWt^ l>e accounted one seed. Gal.

iii. 16. And therefore what was iormeriy granted to

Israel, was accounted to have been also granted to

them. And if the Gentiles, after the liberty of a more

joyful testament was proclaimed, should put on the an-

cient fetters of the Israelites, they were said to return to

bondage ; Ho:v turn ye (back) again to the iveak and

beggarly elements, xvhereiinto ye desire, palin ano-
THEN, returning back to theformer, to be in bondage?

as Paul chides the Galatians, chap, iv.' l>. In this

sense theiefore it might also be said to the Romans,

You, who are now believers, living under the New-

Testament, have not received again the Spirit of bon-
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dage, or the Spirit of bondage again to fear ; such as

believers; of the Old Testament had, with whom you

have been incorporated, and such consequently as you

had in and with them.

XVIII. Moreover, that, Spirit of bondage, as we now
consider it, is the good Spirit of God, working in those-

that belonged to the Old Testament, in a manner sui-

table to that servile oeconomy. It is plain, that, under

the Old Testament, the things which regarded the law,

and its terrors, were very often and clearly inculcated

upon them, and confirmed by extraordinary prodigies,

and by fearful judgments, striking the eyes of all ; but

the other things, which belong to the gospel, and were

adapted to beget filial boldness and alacrity, were pro-

posed more sparingly, and indeed in a riddle. The

Spirit therefore, whose province it is to apply to the

mind the w^ords of God externally proposed, and to

render them internally effectual, suited himself to that

dispensation,' and rG'?72?wo7z/?/ rather wrought terror by

the law, which daily sounded in their ears, than cheer-

fulness by the doctrine of grace, which was more spa-

ringly and more obscurely preached unto them.

XIX. Besides, as it is a great degree of bondage, to

fatigue one's self in carefully keeping the law of a car-

nal commandment ; the Spirit, who made them under-

go with complacency and in faith this bondage, de-

serves in a peculiar manner to be called the Spirit of

bondage. But its operations in believers were these

following. 1. He taught them, that it was just in it-

self, good for them, and glorious to God, suitable to

the oeconomy ©f his covenant, willingly to submit to

the bondage of the elements of the world, which God
commanded them. 2. He stirred them up to dive into

the mystery of tl^iat bondage, and not to cleave to the

outside of the ceremonies. 3. He inclined the wills of
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believers, to be thus willingly and faithfully in bondage,

and, in the mean time, to long for the liberty of a hap-

pier peTiod.

XX. This Spirit, which wrought these things in

t^em, was, indeed, an eminent gift of God, suitable

to tliat age ; yet a much inferior gift, than is the Spi-

rit of pure grace and liberty, which declares, that the

yoke is broken, the hand-writing torn ; and excites to

a reasonable service, which alone it enjoins to petforui

with joy and cheerfulness.

XXI. We would again have it remembered, tbat

we speak not these things, as if we thought, tbat the

Spirit of God was only a Spirit of bondage in the be-

lievers under the Old Testament, or as if he wrought

nothing- that may be called servile in its measure, in be

lievers of the New Testament, against which we argued

with care in the last chapter. Neither do we imagine,

that all the operations ot the Sfpirit of bondage are to

be confined to those we just recited ; because these

alone made for our present purpose. What we mean,

is, that the operations of the Spirit of God, under the

Old Testament, compared with the operations of the

same Spirit under the New, savoured commonly some-

what mo?e of bondage than what can be suitable to the

full liberty of the sons of God ; in a word, were ac-

commodated to that oondition, in which the infant heir

differed not much from a servant. We willingly con-

clude this point in Calvin's words ; to which we hear-

tily subscribe, Imlii. lib. i\. c. 11. § 9. " But the

whole c-om-es to this, that the Old Testament struck

horror and dread iiUo the consciences of men ; but, by

the benefit of the New, these are set at liberty, and

made to rejoice. That the former bound the conscieur

tes to the ypke of boudagc ; which, by the bounty of

Vol. Ill a q
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the latter, were set at liberty. But, if the case of tfie

holy fathers of the people of Israel be objected, wlio

were evidently partakers of the same Spirit of faith with

us ; it follows, they were partakers of the same liberty

and joy : we answer, that neither was from the law.

And then, we deny, they were so endowed with the

Spirit of liberty and security, as not to experience, irt

some measure, both a dread and a bondage from the

law." See what follows.

XXII. Sixthly, There was also, under the Old Tes-

tament, a 7nare scanty measure of the gifts of grace ;

both with respect to * extejit^nd degree. That the ex'

tent of these was very much confined, appears from

these. 1. Because God communicated himself to the

nation of Israel alone, who yielded themselves to him,

as his portion, and the lot of his inheritance, Deut. xxxii,

9. and m the mean time silvered oi\\tx nations, as if they

had no concern or intercourse with him, to walk in their

ozvnzvays, Acts xiv. IG. so that, as they wxre aliens

from the commonwealth of Israel, they were also stran-

gersfrom the covenants of promise, having no hope and

tvithout God in the xvorldy Eph. ii. 12. Darkness covered

the earth, and gross darkness the people ; while Jeho-

vah did arise, and shine upon Israel alone. Is. Ix. 2. 2.

In that one nation of Israel, very few were partakers of

saving grace, 1 Cor. x. 5. JFilh 7na?iy ofthejji God was
not ivellpleased : and therefore Moses said to the whole

people, with a reference to the generality of them, Deut.

xxix. 4. Jehovah hath not given yon a heart to pcreeivCy

and eyes to see, and eai^s to hear : for they who were

favored \yith that grace, compared with the rest, were

inconsiderable.

• * The author's words are, tarn quoad extensionem^ tarn quoad in^

Hmwism, Literally^ bqth ai to cxur.sisn and inuntm.
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XXIII. If we consider the degree, the measure of

tlie grace wdiS commonly small. 1. AVith respect to the

knowledge of spiritual mysteries. For it was proper,-

since the Sun of righteousness was not yet risen, that"

there should be neither that clearness of revelation, nor

that quickness of understanding. And tJierefore Paul

expresses this slenderness of conception by the term

diildhood. Instances of gross stupidity are all along ob-

vious in the very disciples of our Lord, Is. xlii. 19. IVfw

is blind, butmij servant ^ or deaf, as my messenger- lit at

J sent ? zvho is blind as he that is perfect, aiid blind a;: ,

Jehovah's servant ? 2. With respect to the abundance

of spiritual consolations. This is a necessary conse*

quence from that we have said before, concerninp- the

condition and manner of that oeconomy, and tht ope-

rations of the Spirit, who suited himself to that dispen-

sation. 3. With respect to holiness : And this also de-

pends on the preceding two. For where there i^ a

smaller degree of spirituallight, a less abundance of

the love of God shed abroad in the heart, a less mea-
•sure of fijmiliarity and friendship W\{\\ God, it is reasoi-

^ble to believe, that there was also a smaller degree of
holiness,-

XXIV. However, we by no means speak thus, as

i-f we would represent the ordinary believers of the New
Testament, either as preferable to, or even as on a le-

vel with, those ancient heroes. For how few in the

Christian church are found comparable to Abraham in

excellence of faith ? in light of knowledge to the pro-

phets, who, even at this day, enlighten the whole unf-

vcrse ? in abundance of consolations, and eminence of

holiness, to David, who was both a man according to

(iod's ow^n heart, and so often chanted forth those most
delightful odes, with a soul exulting in God } For the

question here is not, What mca->are of izrace the Lord
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bestowed on a few ? but, Y^hat Gidinary dispensation

he observed towards the wHole body of the peopk r It

is proper to compare church to church, prophets to

apostles, ancient heroes to martyrs of the New Testa-

ment, and ordinary believers to their like.

XXV. It will not be from the purpose, to explain,

on this occasion, -that saying of our Lord, Matth. xi. 1 1.

Verily I say luilo yoUy Among iJiein that are born ofzco^

men, there hath not risen a greater than John the Bap'

iist : notii^ithstayiding he ^lal is least in the kingdom of

heaven, is greater than he. Little regard is to be had

to those, who, with some oi the ancients, understand,

by the kingdom of heaven, the state of the church tri-

umphant j and tell us, that this is the meaning of Christ's

words : The least of the blessed in heaven i« greater,

that is, more happy, pertect, exce]lcnt, and glorious,

th.an John, who was still in a state of mortality, and a

traveller. For who can be ignorant, that the state of

the heavenly country is far more excellent than that of

travellers on the earth } This being so evident in itself,

there was no occasion for our Lord to speak it with

such solemnitv, as if he asserted something extraordi-

nary.

XXVI. They come nearer to our Lord's meaning,

who, by the least in the kingdom of heaven, think is

intended the least minister in the Christian church, who
^

is intrusted to preach the gospel in its perfect .state.

He is compared to John, not in respect of knowledge,

holiness, and gifts of the like nature ; but in respect of

his ministry, as John himselt was compared to his pre-

decessors the prophets. For John was greater than ail

of them, because he was the immediate harbinger and

brideman of the Messiah ; and pointed him out with

the finger, as present, or come. Again, any preacher

of the gospel is greater than John, in that respect, who
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declares, Christ not gpJv born, but also dcnd an'd risen,

and asceixled to heaven, and as sitting at the right hand-

of God, and as having happily erected the kingdom of

liberty. The comparison therefore is not so much of

persons in their absolute qualities, as of their ministry.

The ministry of Moses, and the other prophets, may
not improperly be compared to the night, distinguished

by many prophecies concerning Christ, as to many in-

terluccnt constellations. The ministry of John to die

dawn i when, the sun not being yet risen,'yet drawing

to\v9.rds the horizon, the heavens brighten with som<?

light : but the gospel to the day,^ when the sun, being

risen, fills all things with the brightest and purest light.

XXVII. It may, however, seem strange, that the

Lord Jesus, who, in the whole of his discourse, speaks

so many excellent things concerning John, should pre-

sently, when one could have least expected it, repre-

sent him as less than the least of his disciples. And
therefore some of the ancients think, there is a compa-

rison rather made between.John and- Christ, who calls

himself the least in the kingdom of .heaven j euher be-

cause he was really so, in the opinion of men ; or ra-

ther, because be was younger than he, and posterior to

him in the nnnistry. In which sense, J^mes, the son

ofAlpheus, was called ^/r' Z-f'^^'^j Mark xv. 40. that is,

the younger, in respect cf Jarnes, the son ot Zcbedee,

who is called the Elder. "What Christ then intended

was, that, though John was truly far greater than all

the other prophets, yet he was not that great prophet ;

not the Messiah, which some, but falsely, imagined,-

Luke iii. \b j but that himself, though inferior to John

in age, and posterior to him in preaching the kingdom

ot heaven, yet very far excelled him in dignity. And
thus this saying of Christ would very well agree with

the testimony of John concerning himself and Christ,
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John i. 15. lie that comeik after me, is preferred before

we ; for he ivas before me. To this same purpose, al-

most, Yj^\^fX\?.mM's, adversm; Gnosticos, Chrysostom, The-

ophylact, Euthymius, Clarius, Zegerus, Salmero, Jan-

senius, and others, from whose opinion, I own, I am
not* averse.

X3S[^VHI. Seventhly, All these things, joined toge-

ther, excited an ardent desire in the ancient church, and

a kind of hunger and thirst after a better condition,

which God had promised with the coming of the Mes-

siah. For as most of all the things hitherto bestowed

upon them were evidences of their imperfection, and,

hi the mean time, better things were pointed out to

them at a distance, they could not, without throwing-

contempt on the grace of God, but desire these things.

Whatever the mercy of God had thus far bestowed on

them, especially when more precious promises were

added, tended rather to raise than quench their thirst.

Even Abraham, to whom God so familiarly revealed

liimself, rejoiced to see Christ's day, John viii. 56. The
whole cliurch cried out. Oh that thou xvouldst rent the

heavens, that thoit zcozddst come down! Is. Ixiv. 1, O
that ihoiL xvert as my brother that sucked the breasts of

7ny mother ! Cant. viii. 1 . that is, O that thou wast

made partaker of flesh and blood, that thou wouldst

shew thyself familiarly in the midst of our congregation,

in the communion of the same worship ! We cannot

have a better interpreter of this their desire than our

•jLord himself, Matth. xiii. 17, Verily I say iinto ymiy

Many prophets and righteous men have desii^ed to see

ihose things rrhi-ch ye see, and have not seen tJiem j and

to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard

them. The ancient fathers certainly enjoyed the grace

* Tlje gf^nerality of our English cemmentators incline to the

i;<;>:!S.e-givefi- ;i; tjit last section.
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of God, with a quiet and joyful heart, knowing, that it

was sufficient for their salvation ; they glorified God,

and gave him thanks on that account : yet, as a better

condition was made know^n'as at a distance, they reach-

ed out also in desire after it. These all died in faiths

and therefore calmly and happily -, yet not having re-

ceived the premisesJ but seen them afar off^ and were per-

suaded of therriy and embraced them, Hcb. xi. 13.

XXIX. I dare not, for this purpose, wrest Deut.

xxix. 19. to add the drunken, or t-lie ivatered, to the

thirsty : as if a twofold state of the church was intimat-

ed here ; that of thirst, under the Old ; and of zcater-

I'ng, under the New Testament : and to add the ivaler-

ed to the thirsty, was to reduce the church, when satis^

fled with the exhibition of the promise, to the order or

rank of the thirsting church ; to load the believers of

the New Testament with the ancient ceremonies : and,

from another signification of the word sephoth, to de-

stroy the satiated zvith the thirsty ; to endeavour the de-

struction of those in covenant with God, first, while

they expect the salvation of God ; and then, when they

have received the gospel of salvation. To these inter-

pretations, we have a third to this purpose, that thefull

shall destroy the thirsty ; that is, that those who falsely

think themselves full, shall, at the time expected, op-

press those that are thirsty ; and, afterwards, harass

those that are filled. And these things are so joined,

.as,^taken together, to complete the full meaning of the

words. See Ult. Mosis, § 121.— 138. and Lexicon ad

tocem RAVAH. But I think, that as these things are

altogether new ; so they are remote from the meaning

of Moses, for the following reasons.

XXX. 1. Because, in these words, Moses describes

the language of an idolater, whose heart is turned "away

from the Lord God, to go after the worship of the gods
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of the Gentiles, and who, having renounced all fear of

God, slights the solenin engagements of the covenant,

and, notwithstanding this, promises peace to htmself,

ven 16, 28. such as were those of vdiom Jer. xliv. 17.

But surely such an idolater as this can give himself no

trouble to force New Testament believers, who are free,

to submit to the yoke of the Mosaic bondage, which

he himself has shaken off, and has in abhorrence. 2.

The person whom Moses here represents, is one of

abandoned impiet}', which he himself does not so much
as conceal, and an avowed despiser of God and reli-

gion : but they whom the celebrated interpreter ima»

gines to be here pointed out, put oh a great appearance

of sanctity, and, in all . their actions, made religion a

pretence ; as is well known from the gospel-history.

3. If the ihirstjj signifies the church of the Old Testa-

ment, and t/ie watered, the church of the New ; to add

the xvatered to the thirsti/y can only signify, to add the

Nexv Testament chujcJi to that of the Old, andjoin both

together : which the scripture declares was done by

Christ, Eph. ii. 13. and Eph. iii. 6. But it is one

thing, to add fiie .satiated to the iliirs^y ; another, to i^e-

duce the satiated to the condition of the thirsty. ' The
obstinate zealots for the ceremonies are no where said

to have joined to themselves the free Christians ; but

rather to have separated them from themselves, and ex-

pelled them the synagogues. Is. Ixv. 5. and Is. Ixvi. 5.

4. As there can be only one literal sense, it is asserted,

contrary to all rules of right interpretation, that the

word SEPrioTH can, in the very same proposition, be

taken for partly to destroy^ or co)7Sii??ie j partly /(?jW«

and unites and the participle jet h, partly for ngim,

with ; partly for the sign of the accusative. It is one

thing, under the general signification of one word, to

vcomprize mor*?. things pertaining t© the same significa-
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tion, -.vhlch often takes place in explaining scripture :

another, to ascribe to the same word, at the same time,

different or opposite significations ; which is contrary

to aJI reason. If s e p ho th signifies here to join, it can-

not signify to ikst.roy. If ^th signifies with, it can-

not be the sign of the accusative. 5, Whal is more
absurd, than, after having established at large, that

the^/w// signifies the church of the New Testament, to

understand by ihe thirsty, that which is oppressed imtk

(he ceremonies I and immediately to undo all this, and

turn the words to this meaning, tliat the full shall de*

stroy the Uiirsty ; that is, the Jcu-s, wlio are zealous

for the discarded ceremonies, Vv'ho seem to themselves

to be full, shall persecute those that pant after Christ ?

AVIiat is it to put white for black, if this is not ? Can
any thing more absurd be devised, than that one word
should signify, at the same time, the Christian church,

which suffers persecution, and the congregation of the

malignant Jews, who persecute her ? And yet learned

men fondly please themselves with such inventions.

XXXI. What then, you will say, is the genuine

meaning of the words of Moses } I really think, it is

plain and obvious. V/hen any person commits, with

j)lcasure, the crime he has conceived in his mind, he is

said, proverbially, to drink iniciuity as rvrJcr, Job xv.

16. When a person ruminates on impious projects in

his mind, he is as one that thirsteth after evil. But

when he executes his premeditated designs, he surfeits

himself with diabolical delights, and becomes, as it

were, satiated, or drunk. Finely says the celebrated

Cocccius, on Zcch. ix. § 11. *"" Outrageous, savage

men are said to thirst after blood, and, while they shed

it with plca:,ure, are said to drink it. Rev. xvi. 6."

M'hat ar>v one ib dciiglitcd with, is said to be his meat,

VoL.'lIL
"

Rr
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and he is said to drink it as water, John iv. 34. Job xv.

16. & xxxiv. 7. To add, therefore, the drunken, or

the satiated, to the thirsty, is not only to burn with an

eaffcr desire to commit wickedness, but also to accom-

plish it by abominable actions, and to follow after it,

till his mind, which is bent upon evil, is fully satisfied.

This,the despisers of the Deity do, who, secure in their

crimes, call the proud happy, and give way in all things

to their unbridled lusts. And these are they whom
Closes here describes. Should these things give less

satisfaction, I recommend, above others, the discourses

of the very learned Lud. de Dieu, who is large on this

passage.

XXXIII. They also seem to be as far from the

meaning of Zechariah, wiio think, that he compares

the condition of the fathers of the Old Testament, to

the pit xvherein is no water .^
Zech. ix. 11. For, 1.

Those very fathers sung, Psal. xxiii. 2. He maketh me

.to lit down in green pastures y Ibe leadeth mc beside the

still ivaters. Which is quite diiTerent from the pit

wherein is no water. 2. We admit, as a most certain

rule of interpretation, which the brethren usually insist

upon, that the words, unless any thing should hinder,

are to be taken in their full import. But the emphasis

is far greater, if, by the pit without water, we under-

stand the condition of an unrcgenerate sinner j who,

while in himself, is without Christ, is wholly destitute

of all those things, which can yield him consolation,

and quench his thirst after happiness. And there is no

reason, why we may not thus explain it. For tlie pro-

phet speaks concerning what is impetrated by the blood

.of Christ, which is the blood of the covenant, or New
Testament, and shed, not only to remove die yoke ot

ceremonies, but especially to abolish the bondage of

sin. Why shall we confine what is spoken, to that
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which is the less, since the words may not only bear,

but also persuade, nay ahnost constrain us, to inter-

pret them of what is greater ? 3. The prophet here

comforts the mourners in ZIon, and promises them de-

liverance from that evil, with which they were most of

all oppressed, and for which they expected a remedy

from the Messiah, who was to come. But that evil

was not the bondage of ceremonies, which yielded lit-

tle or no comfort ; but rather the abyss of spiritual mi-

sery, into which sin had plunged them. The yoke of

which, under the devil, who exacts it of them, is infi-

nitely more grievous, than that yoke of ceremonies, that

God laid upon them. 4. Though the ceremonies, con-

sidered in themselves," and separate from Christ, could

not yield so much as a drop of comfort
; yet the fathers

were not, on that account, in a pit wherein is no wa-

ter. For what they could not draw from the ceremo-

nies, they drank out of the streams of divine grace,

flowing from Christ, an everlasting fountain, to whom
they looked by their faith. We therefore dare not say,

the ancient condition of the fathers was a pit wherein

is no water : though, with scripture, we maintain, that

they had a thirst after better things ; nevertheless they

were not destitute of the waters of saving grace, for

their necessary consolation.

CHAP. XIV.

O/ the Abrogation of the Old Testament.

IT now remains, that we speak of the abrogation of

the Old Testament, or of those things which were for-

merly superadded to the covenant of grace, as shadows^



320 Of the Abrogation

types, and symbols of tlie Messiah to come. For the

more exact prosecution of this subject, we shall pro-

ceed in the following order. I- Shew that the ancient

ceremonies were of such a nature, that, in a way con-

sistent with the honor of God, they might be abrogated.

II. Prove, that they were really and actually to be abro-

gated. III. Make it appear, that they ought, one time

or other, to he abrogated ; and that it was not possible

the case should be otherwise. IV. Explain the pro-

gress itself, and the various degrees of their abrogation.

II, To begin with \\i^^first : The foundation of the

moral laws, whose perpetuity and unchangeableness is

an unquestionable truth, is of a quite different nature

from that of the ceremonial institutions, as appears from

the following considerations. 1 . Because the former

are founded on the natural and immutable holiness of

God, which cannot but be the exemplar to rational

creatures ; and therefore cannot be abolished, without

abolishing the image of God : but.tiie latter are found-

ed on the free and arbitrary will of the Lawgiver : and

therefore only good, because commanded ; and conse-

quently, according to the different nature of times, may

be either prescribed, or otherwise prescribed, or not at

all prescribed. This distinction was not unknown to

the Jevvish doctors; and hence was framed that of

Maimonides, in pr^fat. ab hot. c. \\.Jol. 23. col. 3. into

intellectual precepts, whose equity was self-evident to

the human understanding ; and into those appreliendcd

by the hearing of the law, whose entire ground is resolv-

ed into the faculty of hearing, which receives them

from the mouth of God. Concerning the former, the

wise men have said, that if they wei'e not zvritten, it

wasjust they should: concerning the latter, Maimonides

afHrms, that ** if the law had net been declared, those
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things which are contrary to them, would not have on

any account been evil."

III. 2. Because God himself frequently, on many
accounts, pretcrs the moral to the ceremonial precepts ;

and, as the same Maimonidcs, More Nevoc. p. 3. c.

32. has wisely observed, God very often, by the pro-

phets, rebukes men for their too great fondness and ex-

cessive diligence in bringing offerings, inculcating upon

them, that they are not intended principally, and for

themselves, and that himself has no need of them.

Thus Samuel speaks, 1 Sam. xv. 22. Has the Lord as

great delight in burnt-qfferivtgs and sacrifices, as in

obeying iJie voice of the Lord F In like manner, Is. i. 1 1.

To xchat purpose is the imdtitude of your sacrifices unto

me F saith the Lord. And Jer. vii. 22. For J spake

not unto your fathe?-s, nor connnai^ded them in the day

that I brought them out of the land cf Egypt, concerning

hurnt-ofjerings or sacrifices : but this thing commanded

I them, saying, Obey my voice, and I xcill be your Gudj

and ye shall be my people. On thio place Maimonides

observes. It seems strange, hovs' Jeremiah should intro-

duce God speaking in this manner, since the greatest

part of the precepts is taken up about sacrifice's and

burnt-offerings: but he answers, tlie scope^ of these

words is thus. The first intention certainly is, that ye

cleave to me, and not serve another, that I may be your

God, and you my people. But this precept concern-

ing offerings and my house, is given you to the end you

iwight learn it hence for your advantage. The parallel

places are many, Psal. 1. 9, 10, 11. Jer. vi. 2. Hos. vi.

(3. Amos V. 22. If God, therefore, when these pre-

cepts were still in full force, rebukes men for their too

great attachment to them, we speak nothing unv.'orthy

of God, when we afSrm, tliat, for very weighty reasons,

it was possibk% he should entirely abrogate them.
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IV. 3. M"e add, that the church, without any pre-

judice to religion, was, for many ages, destitute of the

greatest part of the ceremonies ; as the Jews themselves

reckon two thousand years before the giving of the law.

Why then could she not, without detriment to religion,

afterwards v/ant the same ceremonies ; in the practice

of which there was no intrinsic holiness, nor any part

of the image of God ? This at least is evident, that

they are not of the essence of religion, and that it was

entirely in God's power to have made them either fewer

or more in number, with even a stricter obligation ; or

again entirely to abolish them.

y. Nor ought this to stand in the way as any preju-

dice J
that it was indeed convenient, that God should

sometimes institute new ceremonies, to render religion

more neat, graceful, and pompous ; but not so proper

to abrogate what he had once instituted ; because both

the institution of rites, which are afterwards wisely

abrogated, and the abrogation of rites, which were

wisely instituted, equally argue some defect of wisdom.

Rut we are to have quite different conceptions of those

things. God, indeed, in this matter, has displayed his

manifold, and even his unchangeable wisdom, which

is ever most consistent with itself, in suiting himself to

every age of his church : a more plain and easy kind of

worship became her first and most tender infancy : but

a stricter and pedagogical discipline was better suited to

her more advanced childhood, but yet a childhood very

unruly and headstrong. An adult and manly age re-

quired an ingenuous and decent liberty. Our heavenly

Tather therefore does nothing inconsistent with his wis-

don), when he removes the pedagogue, whom yet he

had wisely given his son during his nonage ; and treats

him, when ]]e is now grown up, in a more free and

ti'cneroLis manner.
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VI. Moreover, as the ceremonies were not instituted

for themselves, but for something else, as we have just

heard Alaimonides confessing, the same wisdom,

wherev^'ith they were instituted, requires, that, when
the reason of the institution ceases, they should cease

also. But when the Alessiah is once manifested, we
shall in its proper place make it appear, by invincible

arguments, that those reasons ceased, for which the

ceremonies were instituted. I am only nov^r shewing,

that the ceremonies may be abrogated without any^

even the least blemish on the wisdom and unchangea-

bleness of God.

VII. But let us now proceed to the second head ;

namely, that God really intended they should cease in

their appointed time. This is evident from the follow-

ing arguments. First, The very histitution of the cere-

monies leads us to this : for since they were given to

one people, with a limitation to their particular state,

country, city, and teriiple, t)ie Legislator never intend-

ed, that they should be binding on all, whom he favors

with saving communion with himself, and at all times

and in all places. But this was really the case. y\nd

the Jews have always boasted in this, that the body of

the Mosaic law was only given to their nation, even the

inheritance of the congregation of Jacob, Deut. xxxiii. 4,

And God confined it to their generations, Gen. xvii. 7.

Lev. vii. 36. and xxiv. 3. But as these generations arc

now confounded, and the Levites by no certain maiks

can be distinguished from the other tribes, or the de-

scendcnts of Aaron from the other Levites ; it follow^s,

tliat the law ceases, wliich was confined to the distinc-

tion of generations, which aliuost all depci^led on the

tribe of Levi, and the family of the j)ricsts. God also

appointed a certain country for the observation of the

ccrenaonics, Deut. iv. 14, vi. 1. and xi, 31, 3'i. a cer~
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tain city and house, Deut. xii. 5, 13, 14, 16. Since

therefore the prophets all along foretold, that the church

should afterwards be enlarged, by having many nations

added to it ; who as they belong not to the generations

of Israel, so neither could they inhabit the same coun-

try with them, nor meet in the same city, much less

house ; it is evident, that the Lawgiver never intended,

that his people should, at that time, be bound to the

practice of the ceremonies. For, as we shall more fully

prove in the sequel, the condition of the Israelites could

not then be different from the other nations, since all

were to be united in one body with Israel.

VIII. This argument will have further strength,

when we shall have observed, that the reasons of most

of the ceremonies were altogether peculiar, and taken

from the special consideration of those times, and of

the countries bordering on that of the descendents of

Abraham, from whose errors and worship God would

have his own people to keep at the greatest distance.

Abraham, the patriarch of the nation of Israel, came

forth from among the Zabians. God therefore general-

ly so framed his ceremonies, as to be directly opposite

to the rites of the Zabians. Maimonides has frequently

insisted upon this, and acknowledges, that he came to

know the reason of many laws, from the alone know-

ledge of the faith, rites, and worship of the Zabians.

For instance, these idolaters offered only leavened bread

;

made choice of sweet things for their offerings, which

they used to anoint with honey, but made no use of salt.

God therefore prohibited to offer either leavened bread

or honey, but expressly commanded, that salt should

be used in all sacrifices, Lev. ii. 13. Again, when
these worshippers of the sun were to pray, they turned

themselves to the east : and hence the holy of holies

was placed in the v«'est. Again, the Zabians did eat
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l^lood, tlioiigli they looked upon it as a most impure

thing ; for they imagined it was the food of devils, and,

by eating it, one might attain to som.e familiarity with

them : God therefore, under a severe threatening, pro-

hibited the eating of blood, Lev. xvii. 10. Nor did

God prescribe rites contrary to the Zabians alone, but

also to the other neighbouring nations. The Egyptians

worshipped the sign of the ram, and therefore were

forbid to kill slieep. But in the sacrifices of the Israel-

ites no beasts were more acceptable, and more fre-

quent than sheep. Plutarch assures us, that rabbits,

and hares, on account of their swiftness and the perfec-

tion of their natural senses, were sacred to the Egyp-

tians. But God would have his people to account all

these unclean and profane. The worshippers of Baal-

peor adored their idol by uncovering their nakedness :

and hence the priests of Goii'l are commanded to make
to themselves b'reeches to cover their nakedness, Exod.

xxviii. 42. with many other things to the same purpose,

which Maimonides has collected in More p. 3. c. 45, 46.

and after his example Ilottinger in IlisL Orienial. lib.

i. c. 8. And Sclden dc jure nat. Ac. Ijb. ii. c. 7. And
we now quote them, to make it appear, that these and

the like commandments were given to ono. nation only,

for reasons peculiar to them, and appropriated to those

times, without affecting other nations in such a man-

ner, or having now that weight as formerly, the mad-

ness of the ancient superstitions beimr now lonjr since

abolished.

IX. Second!:;, V7c argue from the prophecies, by

which the abrogation of the ceremonies is very clearly

foretold : but these are cither more general or more

special. In general, Moses himself has prophecied

concerning this thing, Deut. xviii. 15, 1^-, Where
Vol. II L S s



326 Of the Abrogation

God, and Moses, in God's name, promise to Israel a

prophet from among their brethren, like unto iVIoses

himself : into whose mouth, God says, he would put

his words ; with a threatening to take vengeance on.

the person, who should not hearken to the words. of

that prophet.

X, For understanding that place, and the force of

our argument taken from it, we must observe the fol-

lowing things. 1. Moses forbids Israel to have any

com.munion with soothsayers and diviners, holding

forth himself, and recommending the law given by his

ministry, which contained every thing necessary to be

known for that time. And lest they should pretend,

that, upon his removal, something more would be grant-

ed them in this matter, he intimates, that his law would

be sufficient till God should raise up another prophet,

like unto himself, to whose words they were afterwards

to give diligent attention. 2. That prophet was to be

like unto Moses ; but it is without all dispute, that

there was never any in Israel equal to him, except this,

of whom we are now speaking, Deut. xxxiv. 10.

Moreover, that likeness and equality was not to con-

sist in some minute circumstances, or such qualities, as

the following prophets had in common with Moses ;

but principally in the authority and exercise of the pro-

phetical office. As Moses by the authority of God had

polished the more gross worship of the ancients, and

reduced it to a more perfect form ; so himself was io

change that carnal worship of Moses into another more

spiritual. 3. God promises, that he would put his

zvords into the meuth of that prophet, not only in that

sense, in which all the true prophets spoke the words

of God, as his faithful ministers ; but those words,

which God had reserved to be spoken by himself in the

last daySj and which none but God can speak i see
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John iii. ?.!'>. TIcncc it follows, that prophet was not

to be a bare interpreter of the law of Moses, but tlie

true Lord of the law, and to speak those words of God,

which were not hitherto spoken in that manner. 4.

That prophet can be none but the Messiah, whose pro-

phecy, according- to Abarbanel in Prophet, fol. 21 . col.

1 . was in the highest pitch of prophetic degrees ; and

who, according to the saying of the Rabbins, which

he subjoins, " is more exalted than Abraham, higher

than Moses, and more sublime than the ministering an-

gels." Compare Acts iii. 22. 5. The scripture all

along insists upon it, see Is. xHi. 4. and the Hebrew
doctors do not deny it, that the Messiah was to brino^

in a new form of doctrine. See Is. xlii. 4. Jonathan

thus paraphrases on Is. xii. 3. And " you shall re-

ceive n new doctrine \\\\h joy from the chosen from

among the just." Kimchi gives a remarkable reason,

why the paraphrast called this doctrine nexv : " Because

really that doctrine will be new ; and then they shall

learn the knowledge of the Lord in such a manner, as

none ever learned before that time." 6. God com-
mands them to hearken to that prophet, and to subdue

and captivate every thought, which exalts itself against

him. Baal Ilatturim has observed, that ver. 15. con-

tains ten words, to set forth, that lie is to be obeijed equal-

ly ici/.h the deca/oLi^ue. Though this observation be a

specimen ofJewish fancy, yet the thing is certain : for

the words of that prophet are as much the words of

God as the decalogue. 7. God threatens to take ven-

geance on every one who should disobey him. The
stubborn and rebellious Jews have experienced this ;

for tlicy obstinately contended for the discarded cere-

monies of Moses against Jesus and his disciples. All

this tended to recommend to Israel another prophet.
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who Avas to institute a new form of worship, just as

Aloses had done before.

XI. Let us now take a view of the principal excep-

tions of the Jews. 1. This promise contains God's

gracious answer to the prayers of the Israehtes at Ho-
reb, when they entreated, that God would speak to

them by a mediator, lest perhaps the glory of his ma-

jesty should overwhelm them. But it is certain, that

at Horeb they did not ask for a prophet, to substitute

another law, when that of Moses was abrogated.

Thus Upmannns, Sephr^j' Xifzuclian, No. 137. 2. By

the prophet is here understood the whole order of pro-

phets in every age, and who may be said to be like un-

to Moses in point of authority and faithfulness, as they

declared the words of the living God, as Moses had

done : and the Israelites had such a number of them,

that they had no occasion, in doubtful cases, to con-

sult soothsayers or diviners, llie same author. 3. li

any one is pointed out in particular, he was either

Joshua, of whom it is said, Deut. xxxiy. 9. And the

children of Israel hearkened iinlo him^ as seems to be

the opinion of Aben Ezra and Bechai ; or Jerem.iah,

because the Avords, / vcili raise vp a prophet to tJiem,

are, by the Gematria, equal in number to these. This

is Jeremiah, according to Baal Hatturim. And Abcr-

banel de prccfat. ad Jeremiam, lest he should be thought

he had nothing to say, runs the parallel between Mo-
ses and Jeremiah, in fourteen particulars. 4. Our Je-

sus cannot be here intended, because, neither accord-

ing to us, nor to the Jews, was he like unto Moses.

Not according to us, because we believe him to be

God ; but Moses was a mere man : not according to

the Jews, who firmly maintain, that there never after-

wards was a prophet equal to Moses, But it is absurd,

a less should abrogate the ordinances of a greater.
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IJpmanus. 5. The same author likewise says, that our

explication contradicts the words oi" Christ, who pro-

tested, that he came not to destroy the law, Matth.

V. 17.

XII. To ihe^rst o( these we answer, 1. God, in-

deed, by this prophecy, answers the petition of the Is-

raelites : for tho' they did not directly pray for the abro-

gation of the Mosaic manner of worship
; yet that was

no reason, why God might not promise a prophet, wlio

was to do and teach, what they had not once thought

of in their petition. For God frequently hears the

prayers of his people, so as to grant them more than

they had either asked or thought of. The Israelites

ju'id prayed, that for the future God would speak to

them by a mediator : he promises that he would not

only do this, but also,* by giving the character instead

of the proper name, he promises them a certain pro-

phet equal to Moses, who would pcrtorm as great, nay

greater things for the true Israel. \Ve are to consider

well, what was transacted, when the Israelites pre-

sented this their petition to God : they certainly expect-

ed, after hearing the decalogue, that God would pub-

lish more laws and statutes, which they were as yet ig-

norant of, and in a word, give them a model of a new

and complete formulary of religion, Deut. v. 32, The/

prayed, that these might be declared to them, not as

the decalogue was, by an awful and immediate mani-

festation of tlie- divine majesty, but by the intervening

ministry of Moses. God complies with their request,

ver. 37. but does not stop there : for he promises to deal

with them in a like manner, when a like case should

fall out. As in forming the old oeconomy he made u^e

of the ministry of Moses ; so at the time when the new

* Tliis, I apprehend, is the sense; of the autlior, who^c words

are, ANTONOMAS'ifiKo:., pollicetur.
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should succeed the old, and be much more glorious than

the former, he promises to make use of an interpreter,

who should vail the awiul majesty of the Deity, and

deal with them in a way of grace and mercy. As God
therefore constituted Moses a mediator, when he was

resolved, in the place of the ancient plain way of reli-

gion, to institute a more boirdensome kind of worship
;

so when he promises another prophet equal to Moses,

he intimates that by him he would do somethin"-, like

what he had done by Moses, in reforming the Mosaic

ceconomy : which remarkable goodness of God Moses
here inculcates.

XIII. To the second I answer, That indeed, for or-

dinary, Israel was not without prophets, whom they

might more piously and safely consult, than either

soothsayers or diviners, or the like impostors : neverthe-

less this was not absolutely perpetual, 1 Sam. iii. 1. 2

Chron. xv. 3. But there is nothing said here of a mu-

tual succession of prophets ; but concerning some pro-

phet eminently so called, and distinguished by his cha^

ractcr ; since it is allowed, that, in the whole series of

prophets, none came up to Moses. But it is unpleasant

minutely to pursue feigned resemblances of a person,

who puts not a due value on the greatness of God's pro-

mise, or, which is still worse, knowingly depreciates it.

But I would have the mutual coherence of the context

v.ell observed, which represents the matter thus. Mo-
ses dissuades the people from giving ear to astrologers

and diviners by this argument, because God was to raise

up a prophet, enual to himself, to \\hom they were to

hearken in all things. But you will say, that was not

to be till after many ages. What then ? They had a

written law, which was abundantly sufficient for them,

till the time of that prophet. This, upon any doubt

arising, was to be cououltcd, Is. viii. il>, 2k). Tor ordi-
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nary they were to have prophets, to interpret that law,

who were familiar with God. And wh'^n the common
prophets ceased, and the period of the law was drawing

towards its final conclusion, that great prophet was to

arise, at whose mouth they were to inquire, and in

whose ordinances they were to acquiesce. T\'hat pro-

bable reason then could make tlijera have recourse to

astrolo"rers or diviners ?

XIV. I answer to the tliird : The sacred text evi-

dently shews, that the prophet here pointed out is not

Joshua, Deut. xxxiv. 9, 10. For, after he had told,

that Joshua succeeded upon the death of Moses, it is

immediately and expressly subjoined, Jjid ihcTC arose

not a prophet since in Israel like unto (as) Moses : as if

God would purposely take care, that none should ima-

gine Joshua to be the prophet he had promised to give

them, Deut. xviii. What \s added. And the children of

Israel hearkened unto him, cannot confirm such a con-

siderable point without farther proof. Aberbanel being

to prove, that Jeremiah is here meant, contends for it

by an argument of a quite contrary Bature, and makes

the similitude to consist in this, that as his countrymen

opposed and resisted Moses, so they also did Jeremiah.

But both is absurd. It was the common lot ot all the

prophets, to be sometimes listened to, but more fre-

quently to be rejected ; to have sometimes pious hear-

ers, who trembled at the words ot the living God ^

sometimes profane despisers and scoffers, who made a

jest of them. You will no where find a more perfect

fulfilment of diis word than in the Lord Jesus himself,

of whom the Father proclaimed from heaven, Ilearj^e

hiniy Matth. xvii. 5.

XV. Much less are we to explain tluse thing'; of

Jeremiah, to whom the things that have been snid be-

tore are no more applicable^ tlian to any giJier of th?
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prophets. For, 1. The cabbalistical Geniatria, which

is the entertainment only of idle minds, has perhaps

now and then something ingenious, but nothing solid.

We may justly say of it, what, in a similar case, Aben

Ezra says on I», vii. 6. 77//^ is vanity. For the master

of the Cabbala e:spressly contradicts himself: since he

had a little before declared, that the prophet here pro-

mised would open all the fifty gates of intelligence, be-

cause the 15th verse begins and ends with the letter /??fw,

which is the immoral character of fifty. But to say this

of Jeremiah is altogether contrary to the hypothesis :

for, in that case, he would be preferred to Moses, to

whom, as they foolishly talk, forty-nine gates of intelli-

gence were set open. The similitudes assigned by

Aberbanel are trifling : for either they are common to

Jeremiah with the other prophets, or only taken from

external circumstances, or even some of them false.

And then among the prophets there were others, whom
he himself greatly prefers to Jeremiah. In his preface

to Isaiah, he at large contends, that he is the next to

Moses in the excellence of the prophetic qualifications :

nay he even prefers Ezekiel in many respects to Jere-

miah. 'Tis therefore astonishing, he should select hiui

from the rest of the prophets rather than some other.

XVI. To thefowih 1 answer : This prophecy is on

all accounts to be applied to the Lord Jesus, who was

like to Moses in the exact knowledge of divine things,

in familiarity with God, in miracles ; in fine, in every

pre-eminence, by which Moses excelled the other pro-

phets. He was of their brethren ; who spoke such

words, as God had reserved to be declared in the last

times ; to whom the Father bore testimony from heaven,

with an express charge to hear him in all things. Nor

is it. any objection, that we affirm him to be greater than

Moses. For he who is greater, has every thing that is
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m the less, and thus far is like and equal unto the less.

Besides, Moses did not intend an absolute equality be-

tween himself and that prophet who was promised to

be given them ; but that at least he was not to be less

than himself. But the greater he is, the stronger is the

argument, and the stricter restraint is put upon idle cu-

riosity. The general assertion, that a prophet did not

arise like unto Moses, is improperly objected : for

what is said of the time past, is not to be understood

in prejudice of the future ; and it is self-evident, that

saying puts no bar to the excellence of that prophet,

who, Moses himself affirms, was in all respects to be

tqual to himself 'Tis also improperly urged, that the

]ess cannot abrogate the ordinances of the greater : for,

besides that the doctrine of the prophets has not its au-

thority from them, but from God, Christ was so much
greater than Moses, by how much the son is greater

than the servant, and the builder than the house, Heb.

iii. 3, 5, 6.

XVTI. I answer to thQ^/ifth : 1 . When Christ says,

he came not to destroy the law and the prophets, he

principally means the moral law, for this is what he

there explains, vindicates, and inculcates : and he sub-

joins to the sum of it, which he elsewhere publishes,

0?i these f.zco commandments hang all the Lno and the

prophets, Matth. xxii. 30. Whence we learn, what

our Lord means by the law and the prophets. 2. Ra-
tal us ai TON NOMON, docs not signify to abrogate

the law, when it had performed its part, but to over-

turn, destroy it, loosen its frame, either by perverting

it.'? true liieaning, or abolishing its scope, or in fine by

falsifying and rendering it inelftctual. In which sense

o\\x Lord says, John x. 35. The sci'ipllire cannot be

broken : that is, What the scripture says cannot but be

Vol. Iir, T t
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true. Briefly, to destroy the law and the proj)liets, is

to contradict them, either in doctrine or prnctiGc. And
it is certain, our Lord came not in this manner to de-

stroy the law and the prophets, not even the ceremo-

nial ; since, on the contrary, he accomplished, in the

most exact manner, whatever the law commanded,

most faithfully explained its genuine sense, and most

exactly fulfilled, whatever either the ceremonies pre-

signified, or the prophets predicted. 3. That abroga-

tion of the ceremonies, which we say was made by

Christ, is their glorious consummation and accomplish-

ment, all their signification being fulfilled ; not an ig-

nominious destruction, which our Lord justly disclaims.

XVm. The prophecy of Jeremiah concerning the

abrogation of the Old Testament, Jer. xxxi. 31.—5-L

is no less remarkable than illustrious. Where observe,

1. That, by the old covenant, is meant, that which

God made with the Israelites on their departure out of

Egypt, the tenor of which jVIoses has fully set forth,

Exod. xxiv. 3. and following verses. Thus Moses re-

hearsed not only the decalogue, but also many judicial

and ceremonial precepts, which are declared in chap.

XX. and the following, at the command of God, to the

people, and stipulated obedience from the people.

Which stipulation being performed, he proceeded to

the solemnity of the covenant, and, on the day follow-

ing, erected an altar, representing Christ, and twelve

pillars, which represented the twelve tribes of Lsrael,

And then, as God's ambassador, he read out of a book,

in their hearing, all those precepts, moral, judicial, and

ceremonial. The people answered, that they would

perform all that was read before them. Then Moses
sprinkled both the altar of the Lord, and the twelve

pillars of the people, with the blood of the sacrifices.

This blood he called the blood of the covenant. Where



OF THE Old Test. o35

we arc to observe, that all the solemnities of that cove-

nant were entirely ceremonial ; the altar, the sacrifices,

the blood, the sprinkling. And therefore that cove-

nant itself, which consisted in rites, was ceremonial

too, Ileb. ix. 1.—For though these were only the ac-

cidents of the covenant, or at least appendages thereto ;

yet, because they were the instrument^ of its adminis-

tration, they are called the covenant. And therefore,

in sum, the solemn manner of ratifying this covenant,

consisting in ceremonies and sacrifices, is, in this place,

called the old covenant.

XIX. 2. To that old covenant is contradistinguish-

ed the new, which can be no other but God's agree-

ment with Israel, without the vail of ceremonies ; in

which there can be nothing typical or shadowy, but all

things real and substantial ; the sacrifice not brutal,

but rational ; the blood, not of beasts, but of the Mes-

siah ; the sprinkling, not of an altar ot earth on the one

hand, and of pillars representing the people on the

other ; but of heavenly things, which are represented

by earthly, on the one, and of ^he consciences on the

other hand. As the apostle sbts the one over against

the other, Heb. ix. &: x.

XX. 3. The old covenant is here found fault with,

accused, and charged v/ith defects ; not only because

the new is promised, for which there would have been

no place, had nothing been deficient in the former,

Ilcb. viii. 7. but also because the former is said to have

been made void by Israel. It had not, therefore, at

least, as old and shadowy, and as explained by Moses
in the said place, the promise of sanctifying grace. It

had the decalogue engraven on tables of stone, the rest

of the laws written down in a book : but in the whole

solemnity of the covenant, there is not the least men-
tion of writing the law on tlic heart. The old cove-
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nant was, therefore, of such a nature, as to leave roonv

for a new, and better.

XXI. 4. The new covenant, that was promised to

succeed the old, has the following superior privileges.

1. It shall be sure and stable, because it was not to

be external, but spiritual ; engraven not on tables of

stone, but on the fleshy tabJes of the heart. 2. Clears

ly proposed, and made known, by a more plentiful

unction of the Spirit, so that there would be no neces-

sity for one to be taught by another, 1 John ii. 27. as

formerly ; when the mysteries of salvation were exhi-

bited to be guessed at, rather than contemplated. 3.

It shall have a true expiation and remission of sins,

which the old oeconomy, as legal, excluded, and, as

typical, could not give. Whence it appears, that the

new covenant, which is here promised, consists in

mere promises of an irrevocable grace, is held forth to

us without the vail of ceremonies, and has the reality

of those things, of which the types were only the sha-

dows.

XXII. 5. From these things, moreover, it is now
easy to conclude, that the new covenant was not pro*

mised to stand together with the old, and be superad-

ded, to supply its defects ; but to come in the place of

the former, when that, as obscure and typical, should

be entirely removed ; as is plain from these words^ Not

according to the covenant thatJ made ivitJi their fathei^s,

8>cc. In that he saith, A new covenant^ he hath made
the first old : now that zvhich decayeth andivaxeih old, is

ready to vanish azvay, Heb, viii. 13.

XXIII. The exceptions of the Jews against this

strong argument, are very w^eak. 1. That the esta-

blishment, and not the renewal of that covenant, is

here promised : thus Kimchi. 2. That it does not ne-

cessarily follow, from the mention of the new covenant.
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thM the Lord will give a new law, only renew the for-

mer on their hearts. For whatsoev^er was not sufHci-

ently manifest at first, when afterwards more fully de-

clared, is said in scripture to be new. Thus Samuel

says to Saul, 1 Sam. xi. 14. Co?ne and let ns goto Gil-

gal, and renew the kingdom there. Where it is plain,

there was no new kingdom given, but only the old con-

firmed : Thus Menasse Ben Israel, ^2iuest. 7. in Levit.

XXIV. I answer, to (Itrfirst : 1 . That it is begging

the question. 2. A direct contradiction of God's word.

God says, I will make a new covenant, not like the

former, which w.as made void : man ventures to an-

swer, it is not an establishment of a new, but a repe-

tition -of the old : and so far the new covenant confirm-

ed the old ; yet at the same time this was its abroga-

tion ; because the presence of the truth, and ot the bo-

dy, is the removal of the figure, and the shadow. But

these things the Jew did not understand.

XXV, To the otJiery we say. That here is no pro-

mise of a new law ; because none can be better and

mere perfect than that of the ten commandments : Jiow-

ever, we have a promise of a new covenant, not a co-

venant of works, or of the law, but of grace, promising

to write the same law on the heart, v.'hich before was

written on stone. 2. That the renewal of the covenant

does not consist only in a clearer repetition ot the law,

or inscription on the heart. For the new covenant is

opposed to the old, and substituted in its place, and

•comj)letes it, so as likewise to put an end to it, as we
have just now shewn. 3. That the two cases arc not

parallel : for Samuel says not to Saul, Let us go to (Nil-

gai, and 1 will give thee a qew kingdom, unlike to the

former; as God speaks here to Israel. These arc things

very different, I will renew with thee the covenant
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which I made ; and I will make a new covenant, not

like unto the former.

XX\"I. Let us now descend io particulars : Where
the first thing that offers, is the prophecy concerning

the removal of the ark of the covejianf, not only out of

the world, but also out of the memory and heart of be-

lievers ; expressed, Jer. iii. 16, 17. in the following

words : Jnd it shall come to pass, when ye be nmUiplicd

and ulcrcased in the land ; in those daj/s, saiih JelwvaJiy

they shall say no viorc. The ark of the covenant of Jeho-

vah ; neither shall it come to mindy neither shall they

yrmember it, neither shall they visit it, neither shall that

he done any inore. At that time they shall call Jerusa-

lem the throne of Jehovah, and all the nations shall be

gathered nnio it.

XXV^II. On this prophecy we observe, 1. That the

ark of the Lord was the centre and compendium of all

the ceremonies. It was the holiest of all sacred places,

to which they looked in all their ceremonial worship,

and before which they were also to adore, 2 Sam. vi. 2.

and to sacrifice ; the throne of God, erecting a priestly

kingdom ; in fine, it was the principal symbol of the

whole typical covenant ; whence it is also called the

ark of the covenant, both here and in many other pla-

ces ', because in it, at least in its side, was kept the

book of the covenant, Deut. xxxi. 26, 27. and tike ark

of the testimony y Exod. xxvi. 33. or also the testimony

itself. Lev. xvi. 13. because it testified concerning the

covenant of God with Israel, of which it was a pledge.

2. That the entire removal of the ark is here foretold,

not only out of the world, but also from the memory,

\ov&, and desire of believers : all opinion of typical ho-

liness, which formerly the ark was eminently possessed

of, being erased out ot the minds oi God's people. To

this purpose is that repetition, by way of climax or gra-
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dation, They shall satj no vioi-e, ?itilher shall it come to

mind, neither shall they remembtr it, neither' shall they

visit it, or seek it, neither shall that be done any more-

They shall not make a new one, \yhen the old shall be

lost, or have it in any esteem. Poor Aberbanel looks

on this repetition with a kin.d of astonishment. 3. That

it is not here foretold in the form of a threatening of

misery, such as was the loss of the ark, while the cere-

monies were in force ; but as a promise of the most

happy times, in which the church shall have that in re-

ality, which formerly she had typically in the ark ; and

while she enjovs the substance, will bear the loss of the

shadow, not only with equanimity and composure of,

rnind, but also with gladness ot heart. 4. It is added,

that all Jerusalem, and not the cover of the ark only,

as formerly, should be the throne of glory. " For all

Jerusalem diall obtain a degree of the ark in holiness

and glory," says Aberbanel. That is, God will mani-

fest himself, by much more glorious indications of his

grace, in the whole church of believing Jews, and con-

verted Gentiles united together into one holy city, than

he did formerly within the inclosure of the sanctuary :

words which overturn the typical holiness of places. 5.

That all those benefits accompany the coming of the

Messiah, whose distinguishing characters are the mul-

tiplying and the increasing of the people in the land,

see Deut. xxx. 5. even above their ancestors, after hav-

iiig subdued and incorporated Edom with themselves
,

the giving of pastors according to God's heart, who, as

Kimchi interprets, are " the rulers of Israel, who shall

be the attendants on the King Messiah." We call

these the apostles of the Lamb, and their faithful assist-

ants and successors ; and in fine, the gathering together

the Gentiles into the church ; who couU neither be

burthened with ceremonie.-;, as we ^liall oresentlv shew:.
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nor, while the religion of ceremonies continued, live

peaceably in the same holy city with the Jews without

them. The sum of the whole comes to this, that when

the Messiah should discover those things, w^hich were

signified by the ark and the other ceremonies, hewould

then abolish all the holinesp of the ark and the like

types, as well in reality, as out of the minds of belie-

vers.

XXVIII. It is excepted, 1. That the ark which was

wanting in the second temple, is to be restored by God
under the Messiah. Thus Sephar Afkat Rochel, re-

futed by Hulsius, on the tenth sign of the Messiah's

coming. 2. That the meaning of >this prophecy is,

that, during these prosperous circumstances, Israel

would have no reason to fear the envy of the other na-

tions ; for they should not make war, so as to be oblig-

ed to go out, and take the ark of the covenant with

them, as they usually did, in the days of Eli, and as

often as war happened to break out. And therefore

there was no prediction of the removal of the ark sim-

ply, but in some respect, namely, as to its special use

in time of war. Thus Jonathan, Kimchi, and Me-
nasse, 2ua^st. 2. m Levit. and others. 3. That the

abroffation of the ceremonies cannot be inferred from

the absence of the ark, since it is without controversy,

that these remained in force, though the ark has been

wanting ever since the Babylonish captivity. 4. That

the ten commandments, formerly inclosed in the ark,

are even at this day accounted and regarded by all as

eternal. Menasse, ibid.

XXIX. I answer to thefirsts That it is a mere Jew-
ish tradition, without any fouiadation in scripture, and

directly contrary to this prophecy of Jeremiah.

XXX. To the second, 1. That it is supposed with-

out proof, that the principal use of the ark was in tim-e
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•; \vnr. They took it with them to the field of battle

in the time of Eli, but with bad success, being found

to have in vain put their confidence in the ark, Joseph.

Antiq. lib, v. c. 11. 2. That, after the dedication of

the temple, and the solemn introduction of the ark into

it, it was never any more moved from its place, and

carried out to the field of battle, 1 Kings viii. 8, 2

Chron, v. 9. Therefore the temple is called the rest-

ing-place ofJehovah, and of the ark of his strength, 2

Chron. vi. 41. and an house of rest for the ark of the

covenant of Jehovah, 1 Chron. xxviii. 2. so that the Le-

vites were relieved from the burden of carrying it, 2

Chron. xxxv. 3. ¥/hat new thing then could Jeremi-

ah foretel here, should he prophesy, that, in the time

of the Messiah, the ark was not to be carried out to

battle, as all knew, that was prohibited so many ages

before ? 3. That reiterated repetition of phrases plain-

ly indicates an entire removal of the ark : And justly

said Aberbanel of this exposition, " All these things

are foreign to the purpose ; there is not a single word

in the text concerning war, and the other things of

which they speak ; and therefore I cannot be satisfied

with this explication."

XXXI. To the third : The absence of the ark in

the second temple, which was to be honored with the

presence of him who was prefigured by it, did even

then signity the future abrogatiou of the types in due

time. 2. AVe don't argue from the bare absence of the

ark, but iVom its being foretold, that it was neither to

be in the world, nor so much as have a place in the

mind, love, and desire of believers ? And this was
promised as a great blessing, as a token and evidence

of tjje liberty purchased by the Messiah : which was
^

')!; the case before tiie coming of the Messiah, v.hea

Vol. hi, V y
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the memory of the ark was still dear to the godly among

them. S. V/e likewise argue from this, namely, that

the holiness and glory of the ark may be said to be im-

parted to all * Jerusalem, inhabited by Jews as well as

Gentiles, in the sense we have just explained. Whence
the abrogation of that typical holiness, which the ark

formerly had above all, is most evidently concluded.

XXXII. To thefourth : 1 . The laws of the cove-

nant, of which the ark was the symbol, were not only

the ten commandments, but all the laws of Moses.

Accordingly the book which contained them, was pla-

ced in the side of the ark. That symbol therefore of

the covenant being thus abolished, both the covenant

itself, and the laws, so far as they comprized the condi-

tions of that covenant, are abrogated. 2. The case of

the laws of the decalogue, is different from the rest

:

for they were engraven on tables of stone, and laid up

in the ark, to represent, that they were to be the per-

petual rule of holiness, and continually to be kept in

the heart both of the Messiah and of his mystical bo-

dy j while the others were only written on paper or

parchment, and placed in the side of the ark. Their

abrogation therefore would be ill concluded from the

removal of the typical ark ; seeiag their being engraven

on stone, and kept in the ark, signified their indelible

inscription on, and continual preservation in, the hearts

of believers.

XXXIII. David prophesied concerning the abroga-

tion of the priesthood, Psal. ex. 4. The Lord hath sivorn,

and ivillnot repent. Thou art a priest for ever after the

order of Melchisedec. From which place the apostle

long ago argued thus, Ileb. vii. 11.— 13. If therefore

perfection were by the Levitical priesthood (for under it

the people received the law) ivhatfurther need was iltere,

* 2. e. To the whole church made up of Jews and Gentiles.
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that another priest should rise after the order of Melchi-

sedeCy and not be called after the order of Aaron f For
the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity

a change also of the law. For he of xchom these things

are spoken, pertaineth to another tribe, of which no man
gave attendance at the altar. The following observ^a-

tions will shew, that this reasoning is solid and conclu-

sive.

XXXIV. 1. The inscription proves, that the au-

thor of this psalm was D^vid, A psalm of David, which

is no where found in the titles of psalms composed by

another. 2. The person to whom both the kingdom

and priesthood are promised, is not David himself, but

the Lord of David, as appears from the connection of

ver. 4. with ver. 1 . 3. The Lord of David is not Abra-

ham, but the Messiah. Because the things asserted

and declared in this psalm, as the sitting at God's riglit

hand, the sending the rod of his strength out of Zion,

the making all his enemies his footstool, his eternal

priesthood, &;c. do not agree to the former, but to the

Jatter. 4. All are agreed, that the Messiah is not of

the tribe of Levi, to which, by the law of Moses, the

priesthood Vx-as hmittcd ; but of Judah, and of the fa-

mily of David. But, by the Mosaic law, that family

v.-as not allowed to exercise the priesthood, 2 Chron.

xxvi. 18. 5. A priesthood, even an eternal priesthood,

is promised to tlic Messiah, and that by an oath ; see

Zech. vi. 13. Which cannot be, while the Mosaic law

concerning the priesthood remains in force. 6. That

priesthood is of another order than that of Aaron, name-
ly of Melchisedec : which cannot subsist at the same
time with the Levitical, bot-h for other reasons, which
it is not to the purpose now to unfold, and especially

on account of the diversity of descent. 7. l^ the Aa-
ronical priesthood had bc^n perfect, and could have—



344 Op THE Abrogatioijt

perfected the consciences, there neither had been, noF

ought there to be a place for this change. But the

weakness and unprofitableness thereof made way for

an amendment. 8. With the change of the priesthood

is conjoined the change of the law : because the priest-

hood is not only a great part, but ako the foundation

of all the ceremonies.

XXXV. The Jewish interpreters wonderfully per-

plex themselves in darkening this illustrious passage :

but it is not worth our while to discuss all their misin-

terpretations here ; they are both so many and so im-

pertinent. We shall only run over such exceptions,

as are more plausible, and directly contrary to what we
maintain. It is therefore objected, I. That this is not

a psalm of David's, but composed by some inspired

singer in commendation, and on the account of Da-

vid : and that the inscription is no objection ; for la-

med sometimes, even in the inscription of psalms, is

the sign of the dative case, and signifies the same thing

as BANGABUR,yb7-, asPsal. Ixxii. 1. lishelomoh, iOy

for, or concerning Solomon : nay, that we have the

same inscription ledavid prefixed to some psalms, of

which he does not seem to be the author, as Psal. xx,.

and xxi. Where the singer prays for the preservation

of the king ; under which name it is not very likely,

that David should pray for himself 2. That therefore

the singer means David by his lord : whom he calls

not Adonai, a sacred name ; but Adoni, a human and

common appellation. 3. That the term Cohen, does

not here signify a priest, but a king and prince, as 2

Sam. vii'.. 18. where the sons of David arc called co-

HANix, that is, princes of the court ; and 2 Sam. xx.

26. where Ira the Jairite is called a prince of Dc/vid.

Accordingly even the Chaldee has translated it, T/wu

art constituted a prince. * 4. That ngal dibrathi
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MALKi TZ.EDiEK signifies, hecaiLsc ihou art the king

ofrigJUcousness, as if the meaning was. Thou shalt be

a prince for ever, shalt reign by a long succession of

descendcnts, not as Saul, whose government v^'as exe-

crable and of short continuance , because of righteous-

ness, for thou art a righteous king, as th.6 Chaldee pa-

raphrases. If this be a true explication, nothing is

here said about the change of the priesthood.

XXX\'I. I answer to they/? .y/. 1. If you say, that

this is not a psalm of David, you cannot prove him to

be the author of any psalm, that has the same inscrip-

tion. 2. The ancients all acknowledge, that it is Da-

vid's. If it had not been so, Christ would not have

asserted it as a thing of undoubted truth, Matth. xxii.

45.. and the Pharasees might easily have eluded that

argument, by which they were constrained to hold their

peace. The Chaldee also has it, A hymn by the hand

of .David. 3. Vv^e allow, that the letter lamed is

sometimes the sig-n of the dative : but we denv, that

here, or elsewhere, when the title runs limismor le-

DAViD signifies the same with bangabcjr : nor, by

any other description, are those psalms distinguished,

which w^e all believe to be David's, in consequence of

that inscription. 4. The instances mentioned, do not

prove any thing to the contrary : for in Psal. Ixxii. we
read not, mismor lishelomoh, A psalm for Solo-

mon, but LisHELOMOH absolutely for Solomon. And
then there is no reason, why it may not be a psalm of

Solomon's, which he received, as it were, trom David's

mouth ; since he likewise wTote several proverbs trom

the mouth of his mother, Prov. xxxi. 1. And there is

as little reason, why Psal. xx. & xxi. may not be ac-

counted David's. For as God had appointed him to

the ofiice of a prophet, he justly also dictated to the

people those forms of prJ^^er, with which they were to
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intercede for their kinjr. And that he mifrht sing- thFsi

in one spirit with them, it is not without reason, that

he speaks of himself as king in the third person. And
thus he might properly name himself; but he could not

call himself /;/> L(nd, whether singing by himself or

with others. ' Besides, the appellation Jdn^, even in

those psalms, may look further, and be applied to the

Alessiah. For how could the church in after times, by

singing, pray for David and his posterit}^, when they

were extinct ? And in what sense should she sing these

things of an earthly king, when there was no such king

in Israel ?

XXXVII. To the second Vv'e reply, l . It is affirmed

without proof, that these things were foretold concern-

ing David, when David speaks them concerning his

Lord. 2. David's Lord is the Messiah ; for David vyas-

his servant. He sits at God's right hand, having the

next degree of honor to God ; all the other things,

which are declared in the psalm, emphatically belong

to him. 3. As he could be called Adonai by David.»,

on account of the excellence of the divine essence ; so

he is also justly called Adoni, on account of the emi-

nence of his power and dominion. 4. The more an-

cient Jews themselves explained this psalm of the Mes-

siah, from whom we have testimonies in Munsterus on.

thiii psalm, and in Cocceius on Heb. vii. § 12.

XXXVm. To the tJdrd we say, 1. Though the

term Cohen, may sometimes denote a political dignity,

yet royal majesty is never expressed by that word. Co-

hen, as Aben Ezra has well observed, signifies a minis-

teVy who is next to th.e king. But there is a king, who
l)as power over conscience, and God only is such a

King : and there is a king, who has power over the

body, and such arc the suprem^e rulers of this Vv'orld.

Therefore there is a twofold Co'lioi, namely, with re-
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spect either to God, or to kings. With respect to God,

such are called Cohanim, who were over the people,

and performed divine service, because they appear to

be next to God, With respect to kings, those are Co-

hanimy who are aext to them. In that sense, Ira the

Jairite is called David's Cohen, and David's sons Coha-

jiim i that is, as it is explained, 1 Chron. xi. 15. cap-

tains, or principal men next to the king. And it we
may believe the Jews, because Absalom was not ad-

mitted to partake of this dignity, he therefore took oc-

casion to form his unnatural conspiracy. But in none

of these senses could David be called Cohen : not in the

former, because the priesthood was confined to the de-

scendents of Aaron alone ; nor in the latter, for thus he

himselt had his Cohanim. But the Messiah is in such

a manner a king, as at the same time to be priest
; just

like Melchisedec, who distinctly discharged both oiri-

ces, for the Holy Spirit directs us to this,

XXXIX. To ihef(Mtrth we answer, there is a mis-

take, through the misinterpretation of these words,

NGAL DIBRATHI MALKI TZ.^D.^K. For, 1. MaL-
Ki TZ^D^K, Melchisedec is always in the sacred

writings a proper name. The Hebrews should appel-

lativcly call, king of j-ighteonsjiess, m^lyech tzjedjek.

2. Ngal DIBRATHI ncvcr signifies because, but when
it is placed, as here, according to the order or jnanner,

Eccl. iii. 18. and viii. 2. if shin follows in Hebrew,
or Di in Chaldee, it signifies :oith that intention, or de-

sign, as Eccl. vii. 14. Dan. ii. 30. and iv. 14. Seeing

then neither cohanim, nor malki tz.^1£d.^k, nor

NGAL DIBRATHI signify what the Jews would have,

our argument remains in its full force.

XL. And indeed, the event has confirmed this pro-

phecy : for about tlic time when our true Melchisedec

began liis pri.^srly oflice, the Lovilicui had lost its di.g-
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KJty, till it was at last entirely abolished, without any

hopes of a restoration, all the distinction of tribes being'

confounded. And the Jews themselves have taken no-

tice of this, whose opinion we have in the Misna, tit.

S'offf. c. 9. " From the death of Rabbi Ismael, the son

of Phabi, the splendor of. the priesthood has ceased.'*

But this man was m.ade high priest by Valerius Gratus,

president of Judea under Tiberius Cassar. About that

time, this most sacred office was tossed about and sport-

ed with like a ball, and any of the most profligate, as

he favored and made presents to the Roman president,

grasped at it by the foulest ambition and the basest arts.

And matters at length came to such a pitch of profanc-

ness and wickedness, that the high priests were not on-

ly chosen by lot, but even the high priesthood fell by

lot to one Phannias ; who not only was " a worthless

high priest, but also, thro' his gross ignorance, incapa-

ble to distinguish what was the nature of the high

priesthood," Joseph, de hel. Jud. lib. iv. c. 12. Yet

from the utmost contempt and derision they constrained

this man, whom they forced even against his will from

the country, and brought him on the stage like a kind

of actor, .and clothed in the sacred vestments, to act

the part of high priest, who like a child had prompters

always at hand, to remind him how to behave, and

maintain his character, AVhich impiefi/, as Josephus

justly calls it, sufficiently shews, that God no longer

regarded that office ; after the true priest according to

the order of Melchisedec had once appeared.

XLI. From the priesthood let us proceed to the sa~

(vifices. Daniel speaks of the ceasing of these, chap.

ix. ult. And he shall coiijirm the covenant ivitJi many

fur ore week ; and in the midst of the week, he shall

cause the sacrifice and the oblatioii lu cease.



OF THE Old Test. 349

XLII. We are here to observe, 1. That the prophet

speaks concerning the times of the Messiah, who, ver.

25. is called the Messiah the Prince, by way of emi-

nence, and with respect to his character and office :

compare Is, Iv. 4. His office was io finish (restrain)

the transgression, and 7nakc an end of [se^]) sins, and lo

fnake reconciliation for (expiate) iniquity, and to bring

in everlasting righteousness, ver. 24. These are the of-

fices and benefits of the true Messiah alone.

XLIII. 2. That the abolishing of the sacrifice and

oblation is foretold to be done by the Messiah : for he,

icho confirmed the covenant icith many, whom Paul calls

the Surety of a better covenant, Heb, vii. 22. even he

shall cause the sacrifices to cease. But whatever the

Alessiah does is undoubtedly right : since at least he is

a Prophet, and faithful in the house of God.

XLIV. 3. That this abolishing w^as both just, and

actually took place. It was just, by reason of the in-

troduction of a new covenant, which was confirmed,

not by sacrifice and the blood of brute beasts ; but by

the offering of the Messiah himself, that Lamb w'ith-

out blemish, whose blood is the blood of the New
Testament, shed in order to procure, or obtain, true

remission, for many. Accordingly the tuture abolish-

ing of the sacrifices was foretold to be in the midst of

that week, in v^'liich the Messiah was to be cut off,

wlien he was to make his soul an qfcringforsin, Is. iiii.

10. His sacrifice put an end to typical sacrificcs.

And the al)rogation of the sacrifices is joined with the

confirmation ot tl.e new covenant : for, that being seal-

ed by the saciifice of Christ, and preached by the apos-

tles, and confirmed by the c.ffiusion of the Holy Ghost,

and by very many miracles, the sacrifices of beasts,

^vllich constituted a great part of tlie old covenant, in^.-

VoL. Ill, W w
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mediately lost all their efficacy and dignity, and sty

were justly abrogated. It actually took place not long

after, on the destruction of the city and temple ; for all

the sacrifices ceased upon that. Josephus relates, that

Titus answered the priests, who begged for their lives,

after the burning of the temple ; that " that was de-

stroyed, on account of which he would have justly sav-

ed them ; but that it was proper for the priests to pe-

rish with the temple." And what Chrysostom relates,

Oraf. 3. contra JiidcCos, agrees with this, that the Jews

should have said to Julian, when he exhorted them to

sacrifice in the ancient manner :
" If you would see

us sacrifice, restore our city, rebuild our temple, and

we will sacrifice even now as before." As the profane

emperor, from the hatred he bore to Christianity, at-

tempted this, and furnished the expence out of the

public treasury, God prevented it by his almighty hand ;

thereby shev/ing, that he had no pleasure in new sa-

crifices. Not only our own writers have this history,

but also Ammianus Alarcellinus, lib. xxiii. amonjr the

Gentiles, and Zemach David, p. 2. p. 36. among the

Jews. Both these kinds of the abrogation of sacrifices

may be ascribed to the Messiah. He had a right to

do it, as a Priest, who had offered a better sacrifice -,

and as a King, who appoints religious ceremonies for

his church. He actually did it, as the asserter of his

own majesty and grace, which the rebellious Jews
trampled under foot ; for which end, he made use of v

Titus and his armies, as his ministers.

XLV. 4. That the removal of sacrifices and offer-

ings infers the abrogation of the whole ceremonial wor-

ship. Not only because sacrifices constitute a princi-

pal part ol" the ceremonies, and we may say tlie same

of things of a like nature : but also because the whole

external worship is sometimes expressed by the name
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Taaifice, as Hos. vi. 6. chj^sjet), for I desired mcrcij

and not sacrifice : ciiie^iet>, which the Scptuagint

here translate by eleos, as also Matthew, chap. xil.

7. signifies hosiotes (aword very plainly derived

from the Hebrew cHEsiDOTH,or the Chaldec c:iesi-

D u TK a) or a diligent love of God. But hosiotes, is

that internal purity and holiness ot heart, which com-

prehends all those virtues or graces^ wherein the image

of God consists. And therefore s^tsbach, in order to

a just opposition, will signify the whole external and

ceremonial worship. Which Kimchi himself seems to

have observed, who explains sacrifice by iiie zvorship

of the Lord in tiie house of his sanctuari/. The inter-

pretations, v.-hich the blind and toolibh Jews give of

this prophecy of Daniel, are so foreign to the words of

the text, to the designation of the time, and to the his-

tory of the events, that they confute and overthrow

themselves. Whoever desires to see them exploded,

may consult Const. I'Empereur on Daniel, and the ce-

lebrated Cocceius, llornbeck, and Hulsius, in their,

writings against the Jews.

XLVI. The Spirit, which spoke by the prophets,

not thinking it sufficient to foretel the ceasing of the

ceremonies, lorctold also, that, in the days ot the Mes-

siah, such rites should be instituted, as are entirely re-

pugnant to the ancient institutions ; th.athe would ta.:_

for himself priests and Levites out of all nations with-

out distinction. Is. Ixvi. 20, 21 ; that in all places in-

cense and a pure offering should be offered to his name,

Mai. i. 1 1 ; that there should be an altar, acceptable

to himself, in the midst of the land of l%ypt. Is. xix.

19 ; that on the bells of the horses should be engraven

JIuliiicss to Jehovah ; wlilch was formerly engraven

only on the golden plate fastened to the mitre of the

high priest 3 and God has graciously promised, that ali.



252. Of the Abrogation

the pots in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, should be ho»

liness unto him, Zech. xiv. 20, 21. These things can-

not be reconciled with the ancient privileges of thq;

priests and Levites, and with the earthly sanctuary, and

the prerogatives of the land of Canaan, and Vv'ith the

special holiness of the pontifical pomp. God intimates^»,

that he v^^ould be v^'orshipped in the use of other sa-

cred ordinances, which should not be confined to any

forms of the ancient ceremonies, but be duly perform-

ed, in spirit and in truth, by every believer, in all pla-

ces whatever.

XL^^IL Let us now eome to the /h/rd thing pro-

posed, and shew, that the ceremonies oxghl to be abro-

gated in the time of the Messiah, and that it was not

possible the case shotild be otherwise. This may be

shewn two ways : First, if we consider the malerialy

or matter ot the ceremonies, as they are acts of the obe-

dience prescribed by the law of ordinances : secondly,

their formal, or essence, as they were types and sha-

dows : but in neither of these ways can tliey have place

in the kingdom of the Messiah. J. make the first of

these appear thus.

XLVIII. It is evident from the prophecies, tJiat a

great multitude of the Gentiles vvould be called by the

Messiah to communion with God and Israel : That

God would allure Japhcth to dwell in the tents of

Shem, Gen. ix. 27 ; that in the seed of Abraham all

nations of the earth should be blessed, Gen. xxii. 18 3

that unto the Messiah should the obedience of the peo-

ple be, Gen. xlix. 10; that the Egyptians and Babylo-

nians should be mentioned among those who know Je-

hovah ; and that it should be said of the Philistine, the

Tyrian, and the Ethiopian, tkey were born in Zion,

Psal. Ixxxvii. 4 ; and that all nations should flow to tlie

mountain of the house of Jehovah, Is. ii. 2 3 and that



©F THE Old Test. 353

Israel should be the third of Egypt and Assyria ; and

that the Lord shall say, Blessed be my people the Egyp-

/iatis, and the icork of my hands, the Assyrians, and Is-

racl mine inheritance, Is. xix. 24, 25. ar*d numberless

other passages, which frequently occur in scripture to

the same purpose.

XLIX. Moreover, Isaiah declares, that both Israel

and the converted Gentiles should obey the same laws,

and be bound together by the same religious ties, chap,

xlii. 4. And the isles shall ukiilfor his (the Messiah's)

Jaics. Again, Is. ii. 3. And ma?iy people shall go and

say, Come ye, and let lis go zip to the viountain of tite

Lord, to the house of tlie God of Jacob, and he ivill teach

lis of his icays, and ive xoill walk in his paths : for out

of Z ion shall go forth the laze, and the icord af Jehovah

from Jerusalem. And he adds, no stranger who hath

joined himself to Jehovah, shall say, Jehovah hath utterly-

separated me from his people : but, on the contrary, even

imlo the eunuchs shall be iiiven, in the house of God and

within his walls, a place, and a name better than that

of sons and of daughters. Is. hi. 3, 5 ; that is, that the

converted Gentiles should, in matters of religion, be

on an equal footing with the Israelites. To this pur-

pose is that of Zeph. iii. 9, 10. For then will I turn to

tlie people a pure language, that they may all call upon

/he name if Jehovah, to serve him with one consent :from
beyond the rivers of Ethiopia, my suppliants, even the

daughters ofmy dispersed shall bring mine offering : and

Zech. xiv. 9. And Jehovah shall be King over all the

earth : in that day shall there be one Jehovah, and his

name one : one shall be the worship, and one the vene-

ration of the one God. The Jews themselves also Ire-

quently declare, that, in tlie time of the Messiah, ma-

ny nations shall be converted to the God of Israel, and

that then they shall walk in the doctrine of that law, as
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ihe Chaldee speaks on Is. ii. 3. and sJtall embrace one

c-onnnon laic icilJi the Israelites, as Mcnasse speaks, cle

resiir. lib. ii. c. 3. and so shall incorporate into one peo-

ple with Israel, and be partakers of the same privileges,

as being proselytes of righteousness.

L. Whenever this shall come to pass, it is plain, that

the ancient ceremonies cannot possibly be observed by

all the subjects of the Messiah. For how is it possible,

that the paying of vows and tythcs, the presenting the

£ist-born, the observation ot the passover, pentecost,

and feast of tabernacles, which were confined to the

place which God had chosen, should be binding on

those who are to be at a great distance from Judca ?

And how can men, who dwell in the utmost parts of

the earth, come to Jerusalem, to offer sacrifice for every

sin, and every pollution, in order to avoid the curse t..

Mow could women, newly delivered, undertake so long

a journey, and present themselves in the place chosen

by God, to perform the offerings commanded ? Where

could so many beasts, so many priests, so many altars

be found, sufficient for all the sacrifices r What extent

«)f country, much less town, could be large enough to

hold such numbers } JMenassc, if I rightly remember,

idly talks, that then the gates of Jerusalem should be

extended to Damascus ; but had he extended them>

which he might with equal ease, beyond the PoritS

Caspic, or pass of Tefiis, he would have more commo-

diously provided for so prodigious a conflux of people,

flocking from all parts to the sacrifices. Put the case

of the leprosy, and of a house infected with that plague,

of which Lev. xiii. must the priests make incursions to

the Scythians, the Samaritans, and the Indians ; to the

Britons separated from the rest of the wor]c«l, and to

the utmost Thule, to form a judgment of the scab or

seal] ? To omit many other considcr^itionS;, which mighfi
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~\\'dh equal propriety be urged ; and whicii Euseh'ms

amoriir the ancients, Dewojisir. Evangel, iib. i. and

among the moderns, Spanhemius, Diilno7\ Evang. p. 3.

dub. 112. have fully and learnedly done.

LI. You may possibly alledgc, that God will grant a

kind of dispensation of, and relax these impossible laws.

But where is there any promise to that purpose ? Have

not these laws been made by the same authority with

tlie others ? Is not their duration in like manner extend-

ed LV.-^GOLA'yi, fur €vey\ which in other respects is so

much objected to us ? Do not these, and the like laws,

constitute the principal part of the ceremonial } And if

the conscience can be set free from the obligation of

these, why not also from that to the others, which are

of the same nature }

LII. Shall they not cease to bind, because the ob-

servation of them is impossible, any more than we teach

that the moral law is binding, though we allow thv*

perfect performance thereof to be a thing impossibte ?

But who does not see a very \vide difference here ? Thnt

the m.oral law cannot now be perfectlv performed, is a

thing accidental, owing to our corruption. That these

other laws cannot be observed under the kingdom of

the Messiah, arises from tlie nature of tlie laws them-

selves, without anv default of man. And thus we have

demonstrated, that the ceremonies, in so far as ihey are

acts of the obedience prescribed by the old law, cannot

be observed in the universal church, gathered together

from among Jews and Gentiles, under the King Mcs-
sinh.

LIII. This will be more manifest, if we, moreover.

consider Xhcfonmd of the ceremonies : thus there was

a yoke in them, that must be broken off; a pedagogy,

and an accusation of childhood, which cannot take

place in a more advanced age. There was a partitioo-
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wall to be broken down, when, on removing all dis-

tinction of nations, the Messiah is to be all in all ; an

enmity to be abolished at the time, in which the Mes-

siah is to publish to the Gentiles, that they should have

peace both with Israel and with God. There was, in

fine, a hand-wTiting, bearing testimony concerning guilt

not yet expiated, and payment not yet made. This,

when all things are fulfilled by the Messiah, is to be

taken out of the way, lest any institution of God should

be found to testify against the truth and Son of God.

Such are either ignorant of, or do overturn all the sig-

nification of the ceremonies and their true efficacy, who

bind the obligation of them on the consciences, after

the Messiah had perfected ail things.

LIV. There now remains the ybz/r/Zi head, namely,

to explain the progress and the various degrees of this

abrogation, which we digest in the following order. 1.

When Christ came and was manifested to Israel, the

ceremonies lost much of their splendor, as when the

sun in the heavens extinguisheth the stars. Neverthe-

less they were binding, while Christ was not yet made

perfect by sufferings, but yet their abrogation was

drawing near : Jesus saifh unto he?\ IVoman, believe me,

the hoar coinelhy when ye shall neither in this muuntain,

nor yet at Jerusalem zvorship the Father. But the hour

Cometh, and now is, zvhen the true worshippej^s shall wor-

ship the Father in spirit and in truth, John iv. 21, 23.

To this purpose is that proclamation, which John seve-

ral times published, that the kingdom of heaven is at

hand. 2. They were abrogated in point of right by the

death of Christ ; for, all their typical prcsignification

being fulfilled in Christ, and the blood of the New Tes-

tament being shed, and the guilt expiated, which they

were appointed to be a charge of, with what right

could ceremonies lately discarded claim any longer to
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keep their former station ? Hence Christ is said to have

taken the hand-writing out of the umy, nailing it to his

cro.ws', Col. ii. I i. and to have abolished in his flesh (on

his llcsh being broken by death) the law of command-

ments y contained in ordinances^ Eph. ii. 15. Certain-

ly the flesh of Christ was the vail ; and while that was

still entire, a new and living way was not opened to

the heavenly sanctuary, Heb. x. 20. For, while Christ

was not yet made pertect by sufferings, the ceremo-

nies which recjuired that perfection or consummation,

were in full force. But whenever the utmost farthing

was paid by the death of Christ, the vail and inclosure

of the ceremonies being taken down, there was a free

access to God ; which was signified and confirmed by

the renting the vail of the temple upon the death of

Christ. 3. God declared, confirmed, and sealed this

abrogation by the resurrection of Christ from the dead,

and his ascension into heaven, and the plentiful effu-

sion of the Holy Spirit. For the hand-writing was

then discharged. He who hitherto was in bondage to

the elements of the world, equally with the other wor-

:-,hippers of God, was placed with his people in hea-

venly places, where no such bondage takes place ; and

the Spirit was given, as the «seal of a more delightful

dispensation of the covenant. 4. But this liberty was

for some time not sufficicntlv known, even to the apos-

tles themselves, till Peter vvas instructed therein by a

heavenlv vision. Acts x. 11. 5. Then bv a solemn de-

cree of a synod of the apostles, under the presidence of

tlie Holy Spirit, it vvas ordained, that a yoke was not

to be put on tlie neck of the disci[)]es, besides those

tew things necessary for that time ; namely, to abstain

from meats oifered to idols, and from blood, and from
tilings strangled ; to^^hIch was subjoined, though of a

Vol. ill. X X
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different k'md, fomicalion, Acts xv. 10, 28, 29. G.

Afterwards Paul preached freedom from these thin^^s

also, excepting fornication, that being contrary to the

moral law, 1 Cor. viii. 4, 8. and 1 Cor. x. 25.—29.

7. Yet because the Jews, who were converted to Christ,

having: been accustomed to the ceremonies, were with

very great difficulty drawn from them, the apostles and

other believers with them, that they might not offend

the weak, according to the rules of Christian charity

and prudence, freely used those ceremonies, not with

any opinion of holiness ; but in order not to wound

tender consciences, accommodating themselves to all,

to jrain some to Christ, see Acts xxi. 22. 8. But af-

ter that the church seemed now to be sufficiently in-

structed in her liberty, and the fondness for the cere-

monies was no longer a degree of weakness, but of ob-

stinacy, Paul would not give place by subjection, no

not for an hour, and sharply rebuked Peter, whose

conduct was rather too remiss. Gal. ii. 5, 14. and ex-

horted every one in particular to stand fast in the liber-

ty, w^herewith Christ had made him free, and not to be

entangled again with the yoke of bondage, nor to make

Christ of no effect to themselves, Gal. v. 1, 2. 9. and

lastly, All the ceremonies were actually taken away at

the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, and bu-

ried as it w^ere in their ruins, never to be revived any

more. Sec what we have said concernin.q: circumci-

sion, chap. viii. §21, &c.
'o
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C II A P. XV.

Of tite Bcufjlls of the Xcw TcsUimcnt.

A'.S the darkness of the night is only dispelled bv

the beams of the rising morn, so the Old Testament

was abrogated onJy by the introduction of the New.
But at what time this first began to take place, bv
what degrees it advanced, by what intervals of time it

was conlirined and completed, we have expkiined in

the tliird chapter of the ioregcing book. We are now,

in the first place, to treat of the bencjils of the Nev/

Testament : then ot the Sacraments : the other narti-

culars arc obvious, from what we have spoken con-

cerning the covenant of grace, simply considered, and

by comparing with them, what we have more largely

treated of concerning the Old Testament.

II. We rehearse the benefits of the New Testament

in the following order. I. The first is the exhibition of

the Messiah made perfect. II. The gospel under

another name or designation. III. The calling of the

Gentiles. IV'. A niore abundant and delightful mea-

sure of thj Spirit. Y . A greater and better liberty.

VL The restoration of Israel. \TI. 'Hie revival of the

whole church, as<(hom the dead.

III. The.//>,s/ spring ot our glorying, and tlic sum of

our felicity, beyond those tliat expected the consola-

tion of Israel, is, that Christ Jesus came into the zcorld,

1 Tim. i. 13. lie, who was promised from the begin-

ning, shadt)v,'ed forth by so many t)'pes, so ardentiv

longed foi', and for so many ages expected, canie forth

in the fulness of time, in tliat place, tVom that tribe and

iamiiy, iii that manner from a '.irgin, a;^.;! n[)peared la
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the flesh, just as the holy prophets had long before pro-

phesied he should come : Thi^ovgh Ihe iencler wercy of

our God, wherein/ the day-springfrom on high hafh vi-

sited lis, Luke.i. 78. We have found hiw, of whofn

Moses iji the leu, and the prophets did write, Jems of

Nazareth, tlie son of Joseph, John i. 45. This, as the

angels told the shepherds of Betlilehem, was matter of

great joy ; and not only Mary, and Zacharias, and Si-

meon, but also the whole choir of the heavenly angels

celebrated this in their songs : see Zech. ix. 9.

IV. And the Messiah w^as not only exhibited, but

also 7nadc perfect through sufferings, Heb. ii. 10. and

thus being inode perfect, he became the Author of eter-

nal salvation unto all, Heb. V. 9. For, in the suffer-

ings and death of Christ, there is a true expiation, a

cancelling, a blotting out of our sins, a bringing in of

everlasting righteousness, a tearing and removing of

the hand- writing, nay, there is an eternal redemption.

V. But this was not all : for he zvas also received up

into glory, and being placed in the throne of his majes-

ty, he brought the kingdom of heaven to us, having

removed every thing, by which the spiritual and mys-

tical government of God over the conscience, which is

the government of liberty, was formerly obscured.

While David in spirit had this kingdom of vhe Messiah

before him, as in a figure, he joyfully sung, Jehovah

reigneth, let the earth rejoice, let t/M multitude of isles

be glad, Psal. xcvii. 1. Jehovah reigneth, let the people

tremble, Pssl. xcix. 1. This is that kingdom of hea-

ven, which the Baptist so often proclaimed was at hand

;

and concerning which our Lord declared, that there

were some of his hearers, zchich should not taste ofdeath,

till they saw the Son of man coming in his kingdom,

'Matth. xvi. 28. It cannot but be most delightful to all

that love the Lord Jesus, to sec him croKued with glory
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and Jwnor, xvJio was wade a little linccr than the angels^

for the .mjjerin if of death, Ileb. ii. 9. This great bene-

iit the apostle has set forth in these important words, 1

Tim. iii. 6. (iod made vianifest in the Jlesli, justified in

the spirit, seen of angels, preached unto [lie Gentiles, be-

lieved on in the ivorld, received up into glory. \\\d our

Saviour himself has taught us, that a great part of our

happiness consists in the enjoyment of this blessing,

JMatth. xiii. 16, 17.

VI. The second benefit is the gospel of the kingdom,

rvhich God had promised afore by Itis prophets in the holij

scriptures, Rom. i. 2. Namely, the gospel as complet-

ed, which at the Jirst began to be spoken Inj the Lardy

and ivas confirmed unto us by them that heard him, Heb.

ii. 3. For this mystery was kept secret since the xvorld

began : but nozv is made inanifest, and, by the scriptures

of the prophets, according to tlie commandment of the

everlasting God, ?7iade known to all nationsfor the obe-

dience offaith, Ivom. xvi. 25, 26. Not that they had

no gospel before : for even unto the ancients was the

gospd formerly p?'eached, Keb. iv. 2 ; but that this pro-

clamation of future grace was proc (jaggelis?.ios, t/ie

gospel preached before, Gal. iii. 8. And the preaching

of the present grace is eminently the gospel now.

Hence it is mentioned as an argument of the presence

of the Alessiah, that the poor have the gospel preached to

them, Matth. xi. 5.

VTI. Moreover, the gospel of the New lestanicnt

has the followinjr excellencies above the old. I. Tliat

it sets forth Christ as come, and declares that all those

things are fullilled, which were formerly toretolJ to

come to pass long after, 1 Cor. ii. 7.— 10. 2. 'lliat it

declares, in clear terms, every thing relating to the com-

mon salvation, without the coverin;r of figures, or the

labyrinths of dark saying, 2 Cor. iii. M. ". That it
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now allures the hearts of believers with the sweetest

and most abundant consolations, and without that se-

verity, which, according to the old legal dispensation,,

liiixed the words of grace witli so much rigour, whence

it is called tJie minislradon q/'n'ij^/i/cousucss, S Cor. iii. .9.

'c\Yidtheicordofreconcilialion, '2 Cor. v. 18. The mouth

of our beloved is most, sicect, Cant. v. \6. And Isaiah

prophesied concerning his servants, chap. Iii. 7. ILno

beantifid upon the viou/itains are the feet of liiui that

hriitgetli good tidings ! 8:c. Add Is. xl. 1. Ixi. 1. &:

]xvi. 10.— 12. 4. That it dwells now more abundantly

in us, and is preached more tully and frequently, and

with a greater demonstration ot the Spirit, and a deeper

insinuation or sinking into the conscience, Rom. x. 8.

^'^iII. The tJiird benefit is the calling of the Gentiles

by the gospel, which followed upon the Messiah's be-

ing made perfect : according to the promise, Psal. ii. 8.

Ask of me, and I shall give thee the Heathenfor thine in-

heritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy

possession : likewise Is. xlix. 6. Luke ii. 40. Paul, as

in other places, so especially Epli. ii. & iii. has, in a

magnificent manner, set forth the pcrtections of God, as

being illustriously displayed in this admirable work, and,

above all, the unsearchable riches of the patience,

goodness, and manifold wisdom of God in Christ.

*' And, indeed, who can but stand amazed at such a

surprising*thing," (we may justly exclaim with Euse-

bi'js) '' ro see those, who, from the beginning, paid

divine honor and worship to stocks, and stones, and

devils, to ravenous beasts feeding on human flesh, and

to venomous r(i[)tiles, to fire and to earth, to the very

inanimate elements of the universe ; to see, I say, such

calling on the most high God, the Creator of heaven

and earth, the very Lord of tlvc prophets, the God of

Abrah::rn and his ancestors, after the coming of our Sa-
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v'lOurV Be}77ons/. Erang.l.i.c 6. Pray, read whnt

follows, as it is too long to be here transcribed. This

very circumstance assures us, that the I.ord Jesus is the

true and only Messiah, by wh.ose word, Spirit, and

ministry, so astonishing a work was accomplished ; tlie

like, or equal to which was never seen or heard, were

we to go back to the remotest antiquity.

IX. But we are to observe, 1. That these things

^vere accomplished by the apostles of Christ, and their

fellow-labourers, who were not remarkable, either for

any excellence of worldly wisdom, orfurni<5hed witli

any charms of Greek or Roman eloquence, or support-

ed by any human assistance ; but by the naked demon-

stration of an admirable and almost incredible truth to

the conscience, while the gates oi hell raged, the lords

and dreaded tyrants of the world opposed, and t:ie

schools of conceited philosophers clamoured : that the

glory of God and his Christ might shine forth with the

greater lustre and brightness, the meaner and lesf>

adapted for the work, were the instruments he used, I

Cor. ii. 4-, 5.

X. 2. That the kingdom of Christ was set up amon^-

the Gentiles with an astonishing quickness. For as-

iJie lighhiing fJtaf, ligiitencUi on/ of f/ie one par! under

heaven, shiiieth iinio the otherpnrt under heaven ; so s\)a!l

also the Son of man be in Jus day, Luke x\'ii. 2\-.

Isaiah had foretold this with a kind of astonishment»

chap. Ixvi. 7,8. Before she tr(rvailed, she bronrjil. fon'h :

before her pain came, she :cc/s delivei-ed of a nian-diild.

Who halh heard such a filing f :vho hafii seen such

things ? shall llicearlh be made to bringforth in one dai,\

or shall a nation be born at once F for as soon as %ion

travailed, she broughtforth her ehildirn.

XI. 5. Tliat this calling extended very far : Rom.
X. 18. Their sound :ient into all the ecrl/i, and their
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words unto the ends of the ivorld. Col. i. 6, 24. Mark
xvi. 20. Tertullian adversus Jud<.eos says, c. 7. " In

what other person besides have all the Gentiles be-

lieved but in Christ, who is now come ? On whom
else have the Parthians believed, the Medes, Elamites,

the inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Armenia, Phrygia,

Egypt, that part of Africa beyond Cyrene ; the Ro-

mans ; the Jews then in Jerusalem, and other nations;

and at this day, the various tribes of Getulians, many

parts of Mesopotamia, Spain in all its extent, the dif-

ferent nations of Gaul, and the parts of Britain inac-

cessible to the Roman arms, made subject to Christ ;

the Sarmatians, Dacians, Germans, and Scythians, ma-

ny nations yet undiscovered, many provinces and islands

unknown to you, and which we cannot enumerate ?

among which the name of Christ, who is now come,

prevails." In a like strain has Jerome celebrated this

abundance of heavenly grace, in epilapliio Kepotiani

ad IIcliodo7'u?n, and in epist. ad LcCtam ; and in gene-

ral, the other fathers, exulting in so great a happiness

of the New Testament. Yet we ai*e-Tiot to think, that

there was no corner of the world, where the name of

Christ was not preached ; nor to believe, that the apos-

tles sailed over to America, and to countries then un-

known to the rest of the world : these universal ex-

pressions only intimate, that the gospel of Christ was

extensively propagated, without any distinction of

countries or people, on each side of the sun's course.

See the expressions, Rom. i. 8. Luke ii. 5.

XII, 4. The gospel did not reach to the Gentiles,

till after it was rejected and despised by the Jews :'

Through their fall salvation came to the Gentiles. The

fall of them teas the riches of the ivorld, Rom. xi. 1 1,

12. We have an exposition of this passage. Acts xiii.

IC, 47. where Paul and Barnabas speak thus : // ivas
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ficrc^sari/ tJiaf ihe zvord of God should fj^st have been

^ipoken lo you (the Jews :) but seeing ye put iffrom you,

and judge yourselves umvorthy of everlasiing life, lo,

ioe turn lo the Gentiles. For so hath the Lord command-

ed us, &c. A\^e may add Acts xviii. 6.

XIII. 5. However the polity of the Jews M^as not

overturned, before the kingdom of the IVIessiah was

made illustrious among the Gentiles : Matth. xxiv. 14.

And this gospel of the Idngdom. sliall be preached in all

the world, for a witness unto all nations, and then shall

the end come, namely, of Jerusalem and the temple :

whieh was very wisely so ordered. For by this means,

1. The ungrateful Jews had not the least shadow of

excuse left ; for what excuse could they have for con-

tinuing in their hardness, who had seen his power, in

a very short space of time, shilling like lightning through

the whole world ? This is Chrysostom's observation,

Serni. 76. in MattJueum. 2. By the preaching of the

o^osnel, he would have all the world know the crimes of

the Jews, the guilt they had contracted by the parri-

cide of Christ, and their obstinate and invincible ma-

lice, in stubbornly rejecting all offers of mercy ; betore

he would execute so terrible a vengeance on a people,

who were under so maiiy obligations to him ; that all

nations might be obliged to adore his justice with trem-

bling. 3. He would not cast off his ancient people by

an ultimate destruction, betore he had gather.^d, from

among the Gentiles, another people for himself; nor

make the material temple an anathema, till he had

built a spiritual temple of lively stones. For it was ne-

ver intended, that Christ should be a King; without a

kingdom.

XIV. The fourth benefit is a more abundant and
delightful measure of the Spirit, frequently foretold by

Vol. III. Y V
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the prophets, to be sent together with, and poured out

on the church by Christ. To this purpose, if I mis-

take not, is Zech. ix. 12. Even to-day maggid mish-

NiEH,* another declarer do I render unto thee. That

day is meant, on which the King of Zion had, by the

blood of the covenant, set at liberty, those who were

bound in Zion, and was delivered from death. At
that time, maggid, a. declarer, discoverer, ox sheiver

forth, is promised, the participle being used as a noun :

and he is indeed another discoverer. The first is the

Son of God ; and who is the other, but the Holy Spi-

rit } who is also a discoverer, as he teaches the elect,

and brings all things to their remembrance, John xi\^

26. the next to Christ, or another comforter, ver. 10.

Him God promises to give, that is, in place of the Son,

after he was gone to the Father, John xvi. 7. To this

likew^ise I apply, what the Messiah says. Is. xlviii. 16.

ADONAI JEHOVAH SHELACHANI VERUCHO, which

is very properly translated. The Lord God hath sent vie

and his Spirit. Add the like promises. Is. xliv. 2, 3.

&: XXXV. 7. Joel ii. 28. The fulfilment of which is in

Christ, who haptizeth his people icith the Holy Ghost

and with fire, Matth. iii. 1 1. compare John vii.. 38, 39.

of which passages we have spoken elsewhere.

XV'. The effects of this Spirit are, 1 . A more clear and

distinct knowledge of the mysteries of faith, Is. xi. 9. &
liv. 13. Jer. xxxi. 31-. 1 John ii. 27. 2. A more ge-

nerous, a more sublime, and cheerful degree of holi-

ness. Is. xxxiii. 24. xxxv. 9. & Ix. 21, 22. Zech. x. 5.

Sc xii. 8. 3. A more delightful consolation, Is. xl. I,

2. Ix. 1, 2. Iv. 1 1. &; Ixvi. 12, 13, 14. Johnxiv. 16. Acts

* Our version renders, ivill I render dcul;le unto thee. Double,

says a modern commentator, signifies any thing large, sufticient,

plentiful, Is. xl. 2. and Ixi. 7. particularly the Spirit and his grace.

See Giil in. he Our authot he»c follows Cocceius.
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ix. 31. Eph. i. 13. 2 Cor. i. 22. 4. A filial boldness,

which is now the greater, as adoption itself, and its

effects are more conspicuous, Gal. iv. 6. 5. The ex-

traordinary and altogether miraculous gifts, which were

plentifully bestowed at the beginning of the gospel, not

only on the apostles, but also often on other ministers,

nay, on common believers, and even virgins, Mark,

xvi. 16.— 18. Acts X. 45, 46. xix. 6. & xxi. 8. 1 Cor.

xii. 7.— 1 1 . But in what manner the New Testament

is to be compared with the Old, we have frequently

shewn already.

X\^l. Ihe ^fifih benefit is Cin-istlan libeiiy, which

Paul, the mo?t diligent interpreter of, and warmest ad-

vocate for, usually so considers, that he makes it gene-

rally to consist in a freedom from that bondage which

the Jews were under ; and he rarely treats of it, Uii-

less when he compares Christians with Jews, and sets

the old dispensation in opposition to the new. Yet di-

vines have prudently observed from Paul himself, that

Christian liberty may be considered, either as common
to believers in every age ; or as a special immunity of

the children of God, who live under the New Testa-

ment dispensation.

XVII. This common liberty consists in a manumis-

Aow or freedom, 1 . From the tyranny of tlie dcvil^

whose destruction was promised, as early as in para-

dise, Col.i. 13. 2. From ihe reig?w?g and condcm?n'ng

poxccr of sin, Rom. vi. 14. & viii. 1. 3. From the ri-

gour of ///f liuc, so far as it is contradistinguished from

grace, Rom. vi. 1 1. For thus far it is to the sinner fhc

liuo of sin and death, opposite (o the law of the Spirit

and of life in Ciiiist Jesus, Rom. viii. 2. Moreover,

this rigour consists, 1 . In tlie severe demand it makes

i)\ obedience, without a promise of sanctifying grace.

2, In rc(|uiring a most perfect holiness, to be perl-onu'
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ed by man hur.sclf, as the condition of eternal life. 3,

In threatening the curse for the least deviation. For so

far the law belongs to the covenant of works, which, in

regard to all believers, is abrogated, by the introduc-

tion of the covenant of grace. 4. In a freedom from

an accursed death, both of body and soul. For though

the body of believers is dead because of sin, Rom. viii,

10. yet death has lost its sting, 1 Cor. xv. 55. and is

become the period of sin and misery, and the passage

to eternal life, John v. 24. And thus far believers are

freed from. that death, with which God threatened sin-

ful man, as a punishment properly so called, and the

effect of his dreadful displeasure, John viii. 51, 52.

Nor is ihii formal nature of punishment only removed

from the death of believers ; but whatever belongs to

the remains of death, will at last be destroyed by a glo-

rious resurrection, 1 Cor. xv. 54. As therefore liberty

with respect to sin, as to its right, is adjudged to be-

lievers in justification, and as to its povt^er, performed

gradually and by some cettain steps ; the same also is

the case with respect to corporal death ; the curse and

penalty of which, so to speak, are removed, as soon as

the person is ingrafted into Christ by faith, who is the

fountain of life, but at the last day all its powers will

be swallowed up in victory. 5. Vrovn human empirc'^

or constraint, with respect to divine worship, and the

actions of religion, as such : for God alone has domi-'

nion over the conscience, James iv. 12. Nor is it law-

ful for the sons of God, who knov/ themselves to be

bought with a price, to become the servants of men, 1

Cor. vii. 23. iMatth. xv. 9. Col. ii. J 8, 22, 23. Though

formerly the scribes, and Pharisees sat in Moses's chair,

yet God never gave them a power, to load the consci-

ence with new institutions, bevond and besides the law

of God, to which all were equally bound, Deut. iv. 2.
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Sc xii. 34. All the authority of the doctors of the law

tended to keep the people to the observance of the law

of Moses ; Christ justly rebuked them, when they went

beyond that. Whatever man has devised from his own
invention, in matters of religion, has ever been dis-

pleasing to God. G. From the obligation to things in-

diffcrcnl, which are neither good nor bad in themselves,

and which God has neither commanded nor forbidden.

^Vhen the knowledge and sense of this liberty is want-

ing, the conscience, in that case, is disquieted, and

superstition has neither measure nor end, Rom. xiv. 5,

14, 23. T\n^ possession, however, is to be distinguish-

ed from the use ; the right from the extrcise of it : the

former ought ever to remain inviolable to the consci-

ence, the latter to be cii-cumscribed by the rules of pru-

dence and charity, to avoid giving offence to weak

brethren, 1 Cor. vi. 12. 2 Cor. x. 13. Rom. xiv. 19.

XMII. The liberty we have thus described, abso-

lutely belongs to the benefits of the covenant of grace ;

and should not be reckoned among those which are pe-

culiar to the New Testament; unless so far as it is

more clearly explained, more frequently insisted upon,

more effectually and abundantly applied by the Spirit

of Chxrist, and insinuated into the conscience for the

greater consolation and joy, and finally demonstrated

by more glorious effects. Lor, as I imagine, none will

question, that the rigour of the old ceconomy greatly

obscured the sense and joy of that liberty, which be-

lievers in other respects enjoyed. At least no^e will

deny, that the liberty, as to things in their own nature

indifferent, was greatly diminished by the institutions

of Aloses.

XIX. That liberty, therefore, which is peculiar to

the New Testament is, 1 . A discharge from t/ic boiu!~

age of the ckinenls of the rcorltl, or of tb.e ancient cere-
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monies, from whose religions oi")ligation, as of things

necessary, the consciences of men were first set free.

Acts XV. 10. though their arbitrary use continued for

some time, and might with prudence be advised, Acts

xxi. 24. Afterwards their use was entirely forbid, so

that now we are to abstain from them altogether. Gal.

iii. 25. iv. 5, 26. & v. 1. For, from being in force, first

losing their vigour, they of necessity become arbitrary ;

afterwards, from being dead they become hurtful and

deadly ; and from being arbitrary become unlawful, ne-

ver to be revived, after the full promulgation of the

gosjvel, and the destruction of the temple of Jerusalem,

which was the seat of the ceremonies. 2. Liberty with

respect to many things indifferent in their own naturCy

the use of or abstinence from which was formerly en-

joined the Israelites, Tit.i. 15. Col. i. 20, 21.1 Cor. x-

25. 3. \xmxv{iVi\V^ {x<biTi\hQ. forensic or judicial laxvs of

the Israelites ; not as they were of universal, but as of

particular right or obligation, made for the Jews as

such, distinguishing them, from other nations, adapted

to the genius of the people and country, and subser-

vient, for the greatest part, to the Levitical priesthood,

with which almost the whole polity was interwoven

.

4. There is a clearer and more perfect promulgation,

knowledge, and practice of Christian liberty, in all its

parts and degrees.

XX. Siiihly, We may reckon among the benefits of

the New Testament tlie restoration of tlie Israelites,

who were formerly rejected, and the bringing them

back to the communion of God in Christ. Paul has

unfolded this mystery to the Gentiles, Rom. xi. 25, 26,

27. Fori -would not, brethren, tJuit ye should he igno-

rant of this mystery (lest ye should be uise in your oivn

conceits) that blindness in part is happened to Israel, un-

til the fulness of the Gentiles he come in. And so all Is
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racl shall he saved : as if. is rcri/fen. There shall come

out of Sion the deliverer^ and shall /urn away ungodli-

ness from Jacob. For this is mij covenant unto theniy

when I shall take aivaij their sins.

XXI. On this place observe, 1. That the apostle

here explains some mystery ; that is, a secret thing,

not known but by revelation, and taken notice of by-

few, and happening beyond the expectation and judg-

ment of reason ; in jfine, the whole method and man-

ner oi executing which lies in a great measure conceal-

ed : see 1 Cor. ii. 7. 8i xv, 51. and Eph. ili. 3. 2. That

it is the interest of the Gentiles to be acquainted with

this mystery, to prevent their entertaining higher

thoughts concerning themselves, and lower concern-

ins: the Israelites : we are therefore to take care, to in-

quire diligently, and with attention, into what the pro-

phets have toretold concerning this matter. 3. The
apostle here speaks of the people of Israel, not figura-

tively, but properly so called ; who were at this time

blind, obdurate, stupid, and hardened, of which ver.

7. Isaiah foretold this judgment of God against Israel

at large, chap. vi. 9, 10. compared with Acts xxviii.

2G. Is. xxix. 10, 11. To this also seems applicable,

that ivhirhvind of the Lord, that furj^, and continuing

ivhirlicind, xchich shall abide on the head of the zvickedy

of which, JtY. XXX. 23. In short, this is that forlorn

condition of the blinded nation of Jews, which, taking

its rise in the apostles time, continues to this our day.

4. That this blindness is in part happened to Israel,

The whole nation, from its first origin even to the end
ot the world, is considered as one whole j a certain

part of which arc those, who either have, or now do,

or hereafter shall live in the days of the wrath and in-

dignation of God, Blindness has seized that part only,

5. That blindness is to continue upon thena no longer
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than till the fulness of the Gentiles he come in ; that is:,

till the gospel is preached, among all nations of the

world whatever. Which, indeed, began to be done by

the apostles and their fellow-labourers ; but could not

be done perfectly, both on account of the extent of the

world, and the shortness of human life, and likewise

because many nations (as,,all the American) were at

that time unknown. This tnerefore still rem.ains to be

done successively ; God in his admirable providence

paving the way for his word. The offer ot grace was

first made to the Israelites, When they refused it, it

was sent to the Gentiles ; but when the fulness of them

shall be brought in, it will be again given to the Israel-

ites ; tkat the last may be firsts and the first last, Luke

xiii. 30. see Luke xxi. 24. 6. That when the fulness

of the Gentiles is brought In, all Israel shall be saved :

that is, as our Dutch commentators well observe, not a

few, but a very great number, and in a manner the

whole Jewish nation, in a full body. Peter Martyr has

judiciously explained the fulness of the Gentiles, and

the whole body of Israel, in the following words :

" But we are to understand a limited fulness, and a fix-

ed or determined collection : which is therefore called

fulness, because there will be an exact and a very great

number of believers, so that the church shall be pub-

licly owned, and had in great esteem among tht; Gen-

tiles : ^ust as all Israel is to be taken ror a great num-

ber of Jews, among whom Christ should be publicly

acknowledged : not that some, as well of the Gentiles

as Jev^'S-, shall not be lost."

XXII. From what we have said before, it appears,

that they depart from the apostle's meaning, who, by

till Israel, understand the mystical Israel, or the peo-

ple of God, consisting both of Jews and Gentiles, with-

out admitting the conversion of the whole Jewish na-
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tfon to Christ, in the sense we have mentioned. Not-

withstanding this may be confirmed by, the following

arguments. 1. The apostle speaks of that Israel, to

whom he ascribes his own^ pedigree, ver. 1 . whom he

calls his flesh, that is, his kindred, ver. i4. and the na-

tural branches, ver. 21. whom he constantly distin-

guishes from the Gentiles ; to whom, he testifies, blind-

ness lias happened. All this ih> applicable to Israel pro-

perly so called. 2. He lays be lore us a mystery : but

it was no mystery, that a very few Jews were convert-

ed to Christ togetiier with the Gentiles ; for we have

daily instances of that. 3. He reminds the Gentiles,

not to exult over, or despise the Jews, from this argu-

ment, that, as they themselves were now taken in

among the people ot God, so, in like manner, the Jew^s

were in due time to be taken in again. But if the

apostle meant, that the body of the Jewish nation was

to continue in their hardness ; and but a few of them

to be saved, v/ho, joined to tlie Gentiles, should form

a mystical Israel, the whole of that discourse would be

more adapted to the commendation of the Gentiles,

than of the Israelites ; and encourage rather than re-

press the pride of the Gentiles. 4. As the fall and di-

minisiiinsr of Israel, ver. 12. and their castins; awav,

ver. 15. arc to be understood ; so likewise the receiving-

and saving them ; for here the rulGS of a just opposition

must be observe'd. But the fall, diminishing, and cast-

ing away of Israel are to be understood of the genera-

lity of the Jewish nation ; therefore the receiving aod
saving of Isftiel in like manner.

XXII I. From which it is evident, that Grotius tri-

fles, when he is positive, that this prophecy was fulfil-

led at that time when the idols arid militaiv ensio^ns of

the Romans were openlv seen in the temple ; because

Vol. Iir.
' Z z
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that then many, who had embraced Christianity, to-

gether with those who had been Christians before, were

exempted from the following calamities. To which

was added, the conversion of many Jews, upon the de-

struction of the city and temple, since now the truth of

Christ's predictions appeared in a much clearer light,

and the galling yoke of personal bondage had broke the

obstinacy of many, as Vespasian and Titus put no bar

in the way : for proving this he quotes a passage from

Justin, mlversus Tri^plwncm. But such absurd imagi-

nations are contrary to the light of all history. For,

during the siege, the v/hole of the Jewish nation, w^hich

was all over plunged in their guilt and perfidy, v/ere

made to suffer the just punishment of their sins. Which

is very far from that salvation, which Paul here assures

us of. If any joined the Christians at that time, their

number was so inconsiderable, compared with the rest,

as that it is ridiculous to give them the name of all Is-

rael. Justin says nothing, but that " some of them be-

ing daily instructed in the name of Christ, had quitted

the way of error :" which differs very much from all Is-

rael, We may add, that, by that fancy of Grotius, the

times of casting away and receiving are entirely con-

founded. For never was the breaking off and cutting

away the natural branches more palpably seen, accord-

. ing to the Baptist's prophecy, Matth, iii. 10. than at

the time that Grotius imagines they were grafted in.

XXIV. In fine, the prophetic testimony alledged by

the apostle from Is. lix. 20. confirms our explanation :

where the Hebrew w^ords properly denote, The lic-

deemer shall come LET zio'iif to Zivn, or, according to

the Septuagint, he nek en Si on, on account of Ziony

and unto Ihem that turnfrom defection in Jacob. Paul,

generally following the Septuagint, has rendered th^
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words scHTiCwhat differently, but to the sanic purpose

nnd meaning.

XXV. Observe, 1. That tlie apostle here very justly

explains Zion and Jacob of the Jews j for tliese are the

natural sons of Jacob, natives, citizens of Zion ; the

others arc only naturalized : that name tlicrcfore prima-

rily and of itself agrees to them. And then also he

speaks of those with whom the covenant wa^s made ; as

it is said in the text, ver. 21. Tills is inv covenant ivith

them : but that testament and covenant liclong to Is-

rael, Xi'Jiose arc the covenants and promises, Rom. ix. 4.

sec Lev. xxvi. 44, 15. Moreover, Zion and Jacob de-

note, not some few of Israel, but the whole body of that

nation, as Gen. xlix. 7. For in Zion all the tribes had

a right, Psal. cxxii. 4.

- XX\T. 2. The Gael, is promised to Zion, that is,

the Kinsman Redeemer, who can justly say. These are

mine, and that in right of consanguinity, for I am the

nearest kinsman. True it is, Christ may be called the

Gael and near kinsman of all nations, on account of his

being of the s-ame human nature with them, Vvhieh he as-

sumed:' yet he is chiefly and first of all the Goelot Israel,

because of them are the fathers, of whom as ccncern-

ins: the fiesh Christ came, Rom. ix. 5. And therefore,

perhaps, the apostle said, the Redeemer shall come out

of Zion : for as the relation, which is expressed by the

term, Goel, could not be set forth by the Greek, ruo-

M F.N OS, he was willing, by this means, to make up the

imperfectioji of tTie Greek language, by intimating, that

the Redeemer v/as in such a manner to con7e to Zion, as

at the same time, with respect to his human nature, to

com.e out of Zion. The advent of the Deliverer sup-

poses also such a time, in which other lords, besides

Jvihovah, were to rule ovv^r Zion, If... xxvi. 13. from;
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whose illegal dominion he v/as, with a stretched-oat

arm, to set free and deliver his people.

XXVII. 3. The work of this Redeemer will be to

turn axvay iniquUyfrom Jacob. In the Hebrew it runs.

He shall come to those that return from (hfection.

The meaning is the same : he will impart his grace Und

salv-ation to those, who, by a true faith and repentance,

shall return unto God. And as they cannot give this

repentance to themselves, the Redeemer will bestow it

upon them ; see Acts v. 31. Not only the Greeks

have thus rendered the words of the prophet, but also

the Chaldee, and to turn the rebellious of the house ofJa-

cob to the hm\ And to this purpose is what follows in

Is. lix. 21. concerning giving the Spirit of God in Isra-

el, and the putting his word in their mouth. The sum
of the whole is, that, by the efficacy of the Redeemer,'

the Jews are in due time to be converted from their re-

bellion and transg-ressions.

XXVIII. 4. As this is not yet accomplished, as to the

whole body of the Israelites, and yet the scripture must
be fulfilled, the apostle has justly inferred, that in the

hat times it wilt be perfectly fulfilled. For seeing the

foundation thereof is God's covenant with Israel, and
this a firm covenant, stable, immutable, and suspend-

ed on no ambiguous condition (for what condition could

that covenant admit, which allots both remission of sins

and repentance to Israel ?) it is not possible, but that:

every thing shall happen exactly according to the pro-

mise and prediction : And /his is my covenant xvith iheniy

saith God. But concerning this covenant he speaks as

follows. Is. liv. 10. For the mountains shall depart, and
the hills be removed, hut my kindness shall not depart

from thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be re-

moved, saith Jeliovah, that hath mercy on thee. And
again Jcr. xxxiii. 25, 26. Thus saith Jehovah, Jf my co-
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venant be not xdth day and n!C,hf, and if I have not ap-

pointed tite ordinances of heaven and earth : then tvilL I
C(Mt away the seed of Jacob, and David my servant.

Add Psal. cv. 8, 9. and Deut. iv. 31. All this being

addressed to the whole body of the nation, it must of

necessity be fulfilled at the appointed time.

XXIX. 5. But because some perhaps might think that

those horrid crimes, of which the Israelites had been

guilty, might hinder that blessing of God from coming

to them ; the apostle adds a testimony, whereby God
promises to take away their sins ; which cannot but be

accompanied with repentance and faith in the Messiah,

and the communication of his grace. True, indeed, it

is, we have not those words in Is. liv. But yet they

are in Is. xxvii. 9. where the Greek version has tli£ very

words, HO TAN APHELOMAI TAS HAM ART I AS AU-

TON. It is not unusual with the apostle to collect se-

veral testimonies into one, and to explain the words of

one passage by those of another. And indeed this ob-

servation was of great importance : for, if any thing

should seem to stand in the way of the restoration of

the Jews, it was their extreme impiety. Wherefore

there are frequent promises concerning the expiation of

the crimes they had committed, as Deut. xxxii. 13. Jer.

xxxiii. 8. & 1. 20.

XXX. Some perhaps may say, Are there not clearer

expressions in proof of this matter in the prophets ?

Why then does the apostle pitch upon these, the force

and cogency of which does not at first sight appear ? I

answer, there are such, which we shall jiresentlv pro-

duce : but here the supreme and admirable wisdom oi

the Moly Spirit shines forth, partlv, because, by select-

ing these, he would bring us to consider entire prophe-

cies, which, as it were, he points out to us, and of

such a nature as to give full conviction of this matter ,



S78 Of the BeijefiIts

partly, that, by arguing from prophecies less evident,

he might constrain us to give credit to such as- are more

clear and express. For who will take upon him to

wrest to a different meaning such evident testimonies,

as by the very sound of their words lead to this sense,

when he observes, that Paul draws his reasons from

such as seemed much more remote from the purpose ^

XXXI. Should any one desire clearer testimonies,

we oifer the following to his consideration : from Mo-
ses, Le\^ xxvi. 41.—45. Deut. iv. 30, SI. xxx. 1.—6.

& xxxii. 43. From the Psalms, Psal. cii. 14.— 18. &
Ixxxv. 9, 10« From Isaiah, Is. xi. 11, 12. xix. 24, 25.

xlix. 14, &;c. & Ixii. throughout. From Jeremiah, Jer.

iii. 18, &c. xxxi. 1. and ver. 31. to the end, xxxii. 37,

&c. & xxxiii. 24.—2(5. From Ezekiel, Ezek. xxxvi.

24. to the end, xxxvii. throughout, especially from ver.

15. & xxxix. 25. to the end. Add Hosea, chap. iii.

5. All these promises are more sublime, than that the

time can be assigned, in which they can be supposed

to h,avc been as yet fulfilled. From the New Testa-

ment, add Matth. xxiii. 29. Luke xxi. 24. 2 Cor. iii.

16. The reader may please to see what we have said

on this head in a particular book concerning the ten

tribes of Israel, from chap. ix. to the end j -where he

will find most of those prophecies carefully, and at

greater length explained.

XXXII. As from all this it is evident, we are to ex-

pect the general conversion of the Israelites in time to

come, not indeed of every individual, but of the whole

body of the nation, and of the twelve tribes ; we chuse

not to multiply minute questions, either out of curiosi-

ty, or incredulity, concerning the time, place, manner,

means, and the like circumstances of this mystery,

whicli God has reserved in hi"-: own power. Let us

maintain the thin"- itself, ar.d leave the manner of it to
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God. AVe shall then best of all understand those ob-

scure prophecies which-describe it, when we shall be

able to compare the event with them. Our Calviji, as

his manner is, speaks with prudence and gra\ ity :

" Whenever the longer delay is apt to throw us into

despair, let us recollect the name mi/skrij, by which

Paul clearly puts us in mind, that this conversion is not

to be in the ordinary or usual manner : and therefore

they act amiss, who attem.pt to measure it by their ow-n

private sentiments. For what more perverse, than to

account incredible, what falls not in with our opinion ?

being therefore called a mijsU'rii, because incomprehen-

sible, until the time of its revelation. Moreover, it i;;

revealed to us, as it was to the Romans, that our faith,

acquiescing in the word, may support our expectation,

until the effect itself be made manifest." We shall con-

clude these things with the wish and words of Maimo-

nides at the end of his More Nt'vocJdm : " But may the

great and good God himself purify all Israel, according

to his promise : then the eyes of the blind will be open-

ed. The people sitting in darkness have seen a great

light : to those who sat in the shadow of death, the

light is arisen."

XXXIII. Lastlijy To this restoration of Israel shall

be joined the riches of the whole church, and, as \t^

were, life from the dead, Rom.xi. 12. Noiv, if the

fall of them be the riches (f the world, and the diminish-

ing of theui tlie riches of the (!entiles ; lunv much moic

theirfulness f* and ver. 15. For if the casting away cf

them be tlie reconciling of tlie world, -what shall the re-

ceiving of them be, but lifefrom the dead ? The apostle

intimates, that much greater and more extensive be-

nefits shall redound to the Christian church from the

fulness and rest(jration of the Jews, than did to the

Gentiles, froni their fall and diminution ; greater, I
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sav, infcnsivehj, or with respect to degrees, and larger

with respect to extent.

XXXIV. As to intenseness or degrees, it is suppos-

ed, that, about the time of the conversion of the Jews,

the Gentile world will be like a dead person, in a man-

ner almost as Christ describes the church of Sardis, Rev.

iii. ], 2. namely, both that light of saving knowledge^

and that fervent piety, and that lively and vigorous sim-

plicity of ancient Christianity, will, in a course of years,

be very much impaired. Many nations, who had for-

merly embraced the gospel with much zeal, afterwards

almost extinguished by the venom of Mahometanism,

Popery, Libertinism, and Atheism, verify this prophe-

cy. But, upon the restoration of the Jews, these will

suddenly arise, as out of the grave : a new light will

shine upon them, a new zeal be kindled up ; the life

of Christ be again manifested in his mystical body,

more lively, perhaps, and vigorous than ever. Then,

doubtless, many scripture-prophecies w'ill, after their

accomplishment, be better understood , and such as

now appear dark riddles, shall then be found to con-

tain a most distinct description of facts. Many candles

joined together give a greater light : a new fire laid near

another^ gives a greater heat. And such will the ac-

cession of the Jews be to the church of the Gentiles.

XXXV. And not only so, but also many nations,

among whom the name of Chrjst had long before been

forgotten, shall be seen to flock again to the standard

of salvation then erected. For there is a certain ful-

ness of the Gentiles, to be gathered together by the

successive preaching of the gospel, which goes before

the restoration of Israel, of which ver. 25. and another

lichness of the Gentiles, that comes after the recovery

of Israel, For while the gospel, for many ages, was

published now to this, then to that nation, others gra-
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eUinlly departed from Christ : but when the fulness of

the Jews is come in, it is altogether probable, that these

nations will, in great numbers, return to Christ. An
almost innumerable multitude of Jews reside in Asia

and Africa, among the Persians, Turks, Indians, Chi-

nese, Japonncse, and Tartars. When therefore, by

the almighty hand of God, these shall be brought to

the communion of the Messiah, their love to him will

be the more ardent, as their hatred against him had

been formerly more bitter. And is it not more than

probable, that the nations, among whom they live, be-

ing excited by their example and admonitions, shall

come into the fellowship of the same faith ? Certainly

the words of the apostle leads us to this.

XXXVL Agreeably to which James has said. Acts

XV, 15, 17. And to this agree the licords of the prophets ;

as it is xvritlen. After this I ivill return, and will build

ai^ain the tabernacle of David, wJiicJi is fallen down ;

and I null build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it

up : that the residue of men might seek after the Lord,

and all the Gentiles upon whoin my name is called, saith

the Lord, zvho doth all tiiese things. The reparation of

the fallen tabernacle of David, signifies the restoration

of true and spiritual worship among the Israelites. And
when that shall come to pass, the rest of mankind, who

never gave up their names to Christ, and the nations,

upon whom his name was formerly called, but who,

'by their thoughtlessness, lost tlie benefit of the gospel,

wall then with emulation seek the Lord.

XXXMI. And what is more evident than that pro-

piiecy in Isaiah? The prophet, chap. lix. 20, 21. hav-

ing foretold the restoration of Israel, according to the

apostle's comnicntary, immediately, chap. Ix. 1. ex-

claims, Arise., shine, for thy light is come, and the glory

Vol. III. 3 A
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of Jehovah is risen upon thee. ver. 3. And the Gentiles

shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy-

rising, &c. Moreover, the riches of the church at that

time are described, ver. 17. For brass Izvill bring gold,

andfor iron I ivill bring silver^ andfor zvood brass, and

for stojies iron. The most magnificent words to the

same purpose follow these. From the consideration of

which Peter Mar-tyr has said, " that, indeed, accord-

ing to almost all the prophets, especially Isaiah, the

happiness of the church will be great : which it has not

yet attained to, but it is probable that it will then" (on

the conversion of the Jews) " attain to it." We have

not indeed the least doubt, that there are many pro-

phecies both in the Old and New Testament to this

purpose, the full meaning of which we ardently pray

the Supreme Being may teach his people by the event,

the only undoubted interpreter of prophecies. 'Tis

however our duty to be modest on the head, and not

rashly intrude into the secrets of providence, nor boldly

abuse what we are neither allowed to know, nor suf-

fered to search into.

T

C H A P. XVL

Of Baptism.

PIE ordinary sacraments of the New Testament

are only two ; baptism and the Lord's supper. These

are signalized by the express institution of our King.

These were made use of by our Lord himself, to set us

an example, and by this use they were consecrated to

the elect. These are recommended to the Corinthians,

as excellent privileges of the New Testament church -,
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and two like tliem, but of an extraordinary nature,

were granted to Israel in the wilderness, 1 Cor. x, 1.

—

4. These are held forth by the apostle, 1 Cor. xii. 13.

as sacred seals of the union and communion of believ-

ers, both with Christ, and with one another j and if

there were any more of the kind, the apostle, accord-

ing to his usual accuracy and diligence, would not have

passed them over in silence. These, in short, are suf-

ficient to signify and seal the fulness of grace we have

in Christ. For as two things are requisite to complete

our happiness ; first, that we being absolved from our

sins, and washed from our pollution, may be regene-

rated by the communication of the Spirit of Christ to a

new life of grace ; and then that we may be nourished

in that life of grace, that is, sustained, strengthened,

and increased therein, until we be promoted to the life

of glory : both these are sufficiently confirmed to us by

these two sacraments. Our first ingrafting into Christ,

and our regeneration by his Spirit, are set forth by bap-

tism ; and the nourishment of our spiritual life by the

holy supper.

II. Concerning both these sacraments of the New
Testament, we are to observe, that something corres-

jxDnding to them, but only of ecclesiastical use, notaf

divine institution, was practised by the ancient Israel-

ites, And herein the Lord Jesus discovers his exceed-

ing great wisdom and goodness, that he would not dis-

compose the weak minds of his people, by too much
innovation, but retained the ancient rites, established

them by his own authority, and rendered them more
illustrious, by their signifying the most noble and mys-

tical things, which depended wholly on his own insti-

tution.

Til. And with respect to ba/)iism, of which we are

first to speak ; it appears, that there was a twofold
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baptism in use among the Jews ; the one of which they

called fhc baptism of itncleannesx, or of lustration, where-

by legal uncleanness was washed away \ the other, tlic

baptism of proselytisni or initiation, whereby those of

the Gentiles who were converted to Judaism, were ini-

tiated into the church of Israel. Omitting the former,

W'hich is not so material to the present subject, we shall

mention a few things concerning the latter.

IV. AVhen a Gentile was received into the Israelitish

covenant, and, as the Jews speak, became a proselyte

of righteousness, three ceremonies of initiation were

used, without which even the Israelites themselves, ac-

cording to their received notion, could not enter into

that covenant ; to wit, circumcision, baptism, and sa-

crifice. And the Jewish masters have fixed it as a law,

that this baptism is so necessary, that without it, as

much as without circumcision, there can be no prose-

lytisni ; but this along with sacrifice is all the initiation

that is necessary in the case of a female proselyte.

V. The manner of baptism among the Israelites was

this. 1. They examined the proselyte, who was to be

initiated, with respect to the sincerity of his conversion

to Judaism : whether he desired to make a profession

thereof, from the hopes of riches or honors in a flourish-

ing republic ; or from fear ; or from an affection for an

Isfaelitess ; or any other such like motive that was not

good. And after he declared, that his motive was the

alone regard he had for God, and an unfeigned love to

the divine law, they instructed him in the several arti-

cles thereof j as concerning the unity of God, the abo-

minable nature of idolatry, the reward of obedience,

and concerning the future world, and other heads of

their divinity. Which after he solemnly professed to

receive without the least exception, he was directly cir-

cumcised. 2. After the wound of circumcision w.as
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perfectly healed, he was led to baptism ; which was

not performed, but in the presence of triumvirs, or

three men, who were the disciples of the wise zvlw

could exercise judgments, that is, Israelites of the pur-

est blood. It was their business not only to take care,

that every thing was duly performed, and to testify con-

cerning this due performance, according to the prac-

tice of their ancestors ; but further to instruct the per-

son to be baptized, and already placed in the water,

concerning some more, and some less, important pre-

cepts of the law. Such triumvirs are generally in scrip-

ture called £/oA///?. Christ in like manner declares,

that, in the baptism of the New Testament, the Elo-

him are present, Matth. xxviii. 19. who are called the

•three witnesses in heaven, 1 John v. 7. 3. It was un-

lawful to administer baptism but in a natural currenl or

collection of waters ; as a river, lake, fountain : because,

according to them, none could be duly baptized in wa-

ter fetched from any place, and received in artificial re-

ceptacles. 4. The entire body was to be plunged at

once : for if but the tip of a finger was undipt, such a

person was accounted to remain still in his uncJeanness.

Yet it was not necessary, that the person to be bap-

tized should put off all his cloaths, provided they were

such as the water ^could easily penetrate. 5. But we
are especially to observe, that even little children were

baptized, generally at the same time with their parents.

For thus it is said in Tabnud Babylon, lit. Erub.ful. 1 1.

c. 1. " They baptize the little young proselyte, in con-

sequence of the mind of the sanhedrim."

\\. The effect of this initiation was, 1, That*'

person so baptized, being taken out from among th.

dy of the Gentiles, was accounted a son cf the covcu-

who was permitted to conic, and have a safe retreat, Uu-

der the xvin^s of the Divine Majestj/. 2. He was look-
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ed upon as one that was new born. Hence that com-

mon saying in the Talmud, " Whenever one becomes

a proselyte, he is accounted an infant newly born."

For they suppose, tliat some new soul, instead of his

Gentile soul, is sent down, from some palace in hea-

ven, into the body of the proselyte, after he is once

come under the wings of the Divine Majesty, and ho-

nored with his kiss. Assertions, w^hich either have no

meaning, or enigmatically signify regeneration by the

Spirit of God. 3. The consequence of this regenera-

tion was a new kindred; so that he was not to look

upon his former relatives (as brothers, sisters, parents,

children) as belonging to him ; nay, after this regenera-

tion, he was to have no more any Heathen kindred, or

stand related to those born in the time of Gentilism ;

just as, by the imperial law, all servile relation ceased

upon manumission. Hence Tacitus says. Hist. lib. v.

*' Nor do they entertain any notion more than that of

making no account of their parents, children, brethren."

AVith which may be compared Luke xiv. 26.

VII. They make the first practice of this baptism to

be very ancient. Some ascribe it to the patriarch Ja-

cob, when he received into his family and domestic

church the Shechemite young- women and other Gen-

tiles, who resided with him : because it is said. Gen.

Tixxv. 2. Then Jacob said unto his hoiiseholdy and to all

that were tcitli him. Put a:vay the strange gods that are

among yoUy and be clean, afid change your garments.

Where Aben Ezra explains the words. Be clean, by

the zvasliing of the body. Others derive the first testi-

mony, or practice, of this baptism, from what is said

to Moses, Exod.xix. 10. Go unto tlie people, and sanc-

tify them to-day, and to-morroxc, and let them xvash

their cloaths. xVnd again, vcr. 14. And he sanctified

the people, and they zvashed their cloaths. Thus they
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^vou]d have the washing of the persons to be included

in, or set forth by the washing of their cloaths. But

these things are uncertain. They would have spoken

more to the purpose, had they observed with Paul, that

the Israelites ivere baptized iinio Moses in the cloud and.

in the sen, 1 Cor. x. 1,2. of which we have formerly

spoken at large. It is more probable, what they say

elsewhere, that in the time of David and Solomon,

when the republic of Israel was in its most flourishing

state, a great number of proselytes was initiated by

baptism. Whoever would know more of this baptism,

and learn the testimonies of the Jews themselves, may
consult Selden de jure nat. ^ gent. lib. ii. c. 2. &; 4. as

also de successionihus adleges JIehi\eor. c. 26 ; and again,

de synedriis, lib. i. c. 3. and Lightfoot on Matth. iii. 6 ;

also Altingii dissertat. de proselijtis, thes. 27. secj.

VIII. But whatever be the case as to the antiquity of

that rite, no divine institution can be assigned for it

prior to John, the harbinger of Christ, who was sent by

God to baptize. For this was expressly given him in

charge, The zvord of the Lord came unto John., Luke iii.

2. John i. 3.3. From this, however, it appears, whence

it came, that the Scribes and Pharasees are never said

to have found fault with John for his baptism, but that

they only asked him, by what and whose authority he

baptized ? John i. 25. hence also it was, that such num-
bers of people flocked to his baptism : for he was cele-

brated both for his piety and doctrine ; nor did he use

a new rite ; he taught, that the kingdom of heaven,

which was ardently longed for and expected by all at

that time, was at liand ; exhorted every one that came
to him, to sufler himself to be initiated therein, as it

was now at the door, by taking upon hhn his baptism,

' and by a profession of repentance. From that time

baptism was of divhie institution among the Jews.
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IX. But it was not yet a sacrament of the New Tes-

tament : for as the whole of John's ministry was, as it

were, something intermediate between both testaments,

and tended to prepare the way for the Lord, the author

and herald of the New Testament ; so, in like manner,

his baptism initiated the penitent and believing into the

kingdom of heaven ; which, indeed, was near, but not

yet actually come, Mark i. 2.— 8. Hence Tertullian,

adv. Marcioiiem, lib. iv. c. 33. calls "John the boun-

dary set between the old and new, at which Judaism

should terminate, and from which Christianity should

begin." Nazianzcnus also. Oral. 39. qu^ est. in sancta

lumina, calls him " the middle person between the Old

and New Testaments." Yet his* ministry belonged ra-

ther to the New, than to the Old Testament : as a fore-

runner is rightly judged to be of and with that king,

whom he precedes. Whence the baptism of John is

by the author of Quast. ad orihodoios, which v/e have

in Justin Martyr's works, qiucst. 37. called ih^ proem

or introduction to the gospel ofgrace. To which that

baptism came nearest, which John administered unto

the faith of the Messiah, now present, and manifesting

himself to Israel, John i. 29, 31.

X. I take the first baptism of the New Testament to

have been that which was administered by Christ's dis-

ciples, at the command of their Master, for a confes-

sion of the presence of the Messiah, John iii. 22. Yet

at that time it was confined, for the most part, to the

Jews. But it was made a sacrament of the universal

church, after the New Testament was sealed by Christ's

blood, and confirmed by his resurrection, to be preach-

ed all over the world by the apostles, who were very

soon to be baptized with the Holy Ghost, Mattk.

xxviii. 19.
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XI. John's baptism dilfered from that adminlsicrcd

by Christ's disciples, not in essence, but in circumstan-

ces only. For, 1. Both were from heaven, and ground-

ed on God's command : which we are sure of with re-

spect to Christ's baptism, and as to John's appears from

John i. 33. Luke vii. 30. Matth. xxi. 25. 2. In both

there was a dipping in water, Matth. iii. I I. Acts viii.

Sn. 3. Both adiuinistered into the faith and confession

of Christ, yVcts xix. 4, 5. 4. Both were a sign and seal

of the remission of sins, ^Jatth. iii. 6. Luke iii. 3. Acts

ii. 38. .5. In the participation of both, there was an

obligation to re pentance on the person : see the last

text. Nevertheless they diiier, 1. In that John's bap-

tism was indeed from God, but not from Christ, as the

incarnate Mediator, acting as the King of his church.

2. In tliat, as we have said, it v/as rather a preparation

for, than a sacrament of the New Testament. Basil in

his treatise, " How a person is baptized with the bap-

tism, which is in the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,"

distinguishing between John's and Christ's baptism, in-

geniously writes, " The baptism of the former was in-

troductory," or initiatory j "that of the latter >x:rfec-

tive." 3. In that God communicated therein a more
sparing measure of the Spirit ; whereas, in the begin-

ning of the gosp'cl, the gift of tongues and prophecy,

which in scripture comes under the appellation Spirit,

was conferred on very many wlio were baptized with

Christ's baptism.

XII. But we are principally to treat concerning this

baptism, u hieh lias Christ for its author. For the fuller

understanding ()t uliich, we are distinctly to explain,

I. The externa! y/^,'//. II. The spiritual //''/«^•.v/^,>7z///dY/.

In the sii^n we are to distinguish between the clement

and the ccrcniGnv, or sacred rite cmplovcd about die

Vol. III. ^ 3 B
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element. The clement here to be used, is true, plain,

natural water ; such as John baptized with, Alatth. iii.

6, 16. John iii. 23. the apostles and others, as Acts

viii. 28. & X. 40. Accordingly, Eph. v. 26.' it is called

the washing of water. The sacred rite consists, I. In

the application of the water to the body of the person

to be baptized. II. In pronouncing a certain form of

words,

XIII. Concerning the former it is queried, whether

baptism may be duly administered by immersion only,

or also by effusion of the water out of a vessel, or bv

aspersion or sprinkling ? To which we answer in the

following positions. 1. It is certain, that both John

and the disciples of Christ ordinarily us-ed dipping
;

whose example was followed by the ancient church : as

Vossius, disput 1. de baptisnio, thes. 6. and Ploornbeck

de baptisnio veterum^ sect. 4. have shewn from many
testimonies both of the Greeks and Latins. 2. It can-

not be denied, but the native signification of the words

BAPTEiN and BAPTiZEiN, is \q plmige or dip: so as

to be altogether something more than epipolazein,

tojlo^t on the surface ; but less than dune in, to oo to

the bottom and perish; as Vossius remarks, thes. 1.

ibid. HowTver, I have observed, that the term k ata-
Dusis, goi?ig to the bottom, is frequently used by the

ancients in the matter of baptism. Athanasius, Quccst.

94. TO KATADUSAI TO PAIDTON EN TE KOLUMBE-
TKRA, &:c. " The going down or dipping of the child

in the bath." And Sozomen, lib. vi. c. 26. has charg-

ed Eunomius with a heresy, for teaching, that " the sa-

crament of baptism ought to be performed by once dip-

ping." Similar examples are every where to be met

with. Salmasius, in his observations on Sulpitius Seve-

rus, de vita Martini, c. 15, has made the following ob-

servation : "Bap IE IN, from which SAP TizE IN, sig-
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nifics Immersion, not aspersion; nor did the ancients

baptize any but by dipping, either once or thrice, ex-

cept clinics, or persons confined to a sick-bed, because

these were baptized in a manner they could bear ; not

in an entire font, as they who put their head under wa-

ter, but tlieir body was sprinkled all over, Ctjpr. iv.

episl. 7. Thus when Novatus, in his sickness, received

baptism, he was but sprinkled all over, Eusch. vi. hist.

c. bS." Nor are we to conceal, 3. That there is a

greater copiousness of signification, and a fuller simili-

tude betv^^een the sign and the thing signified in immer-

sion ; as we shall shew, when we come to that point.

4. Nay, that immersion miay be performed in cold coun-

tries, without any great danger of health and life, ap-

pears from the example of the Russians, who plunge

the children that are to be baptized three times all over:

rot believing, that baptism can be duly pertormed any

other way ; and never use lukewarm water, but for

persons infirm. As the Muscovite writers relaie at

large, in Georgius Fehlavius, AnnoUiliones ad enciiiri-

dion ChrlsiopJiori Aiigcli de statu /lodicrnonan Gi'dscoi'imi

,

p. 470. scq. 5. But that if cold water should be thought

jnore inconvenient or dangerous, it may be warmed :

which the said Christopliorus Angelus testifies, c. 24. is

done among the Greeks. '* The Greeks," says he,

" keep in their churches a kind of large vessels called

haplistcricSy that is, vessels so large as are suthcient to

admit the infant to be plunged all over therein." When
therefore any child is to be dipt in this font, " the rela-

tions of the infant first of all warm the water with some

odoriterous herbs." And if the water was in like man-

ner warmed in our climate, there would seem to be no

such great hazard in the dipping of persons to be bap-

tized.
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XIV. 6. But then we ?re not to imagine, that im-

inersion is so necessary to baptism, as tiiat it cannot be

duly performed by pouving water all over, or by asper-

sion ; for both the method of pouring, and that of as-

persion, are not without arguments for them. 1. Tho'

we find the apostles dipped, it does not follow they al-

ways observed this method. It is more proba-ble, the

three thousand, who were baptized in one day. Acts ii.

41. had the water poured or sprinkled on them, rather

tjian that they were dipt. For it is not likely, tliat men,

who were so much employed in prencl;ing, as the apos-

tles were, could have leisure for so tedious an immer-

sion of so many thousai:^ds. Nor is it probable, that

Cornelius, Lydia, and the jailor, who were baptized in

private houses, with their families, had baptisteries at

hand, in which they could be plunged all over. In-

stances of pouring the water over persons are brought

from antiquity by Vossius, Dispiit. I. dc baptis. th.9.

Which Joshua Anidius, wiliiout mentioning \'ossius,

has inserted in the same order in his Lexicon antiquitah

ecdesiast. p. 66. 2. Though b a p r i z e i n properly sig-

nifies to plunge or dip, yet it is also more genGrally used

for any washing, as Luke xi. 38. Well therefore says

Dominicus, a Soto, Distinct, 'i.qucvsi. un. art. 7. *•' \n

baptism there is something essential, as the washing,

according to Eph. v. 26. where the apostle calls baptism

the zcashing of ivater : something accidental, namclv,

the washing in this or the other manner." 3. The

thing signified by baptism is explained both in the Old

and New Testament by tlie terms of pouring water

over, and of aspersioji. Concerning pouring water over

seels, xliv. 3. concerning aspersion. Is. lii. 15. Ezek.

xxxvi. 25. ricb. xii. 21. 1 Pet. i. 2.. I deny not, that,

in these quotations, there is an ahusion to the Lcviticai

sprinklings
; yet from them it appears that the applica-
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tion of the blood and Spirit of Christ:, which believers

cji the New Testament enjoy, is properly shadowed

forth by tlie rite of aspersion. To this the apostle leads

us in express terms, lieb. ix. 13, ]4. For if (lie blood

vf hulls and ofgoafs, and ihc ashts of an heifer, sprink-

ling i!ic unclean, sanclijieih to iJte purifying of the fiesli,

how mucii more shall the blood of Christ purge your con-

sciencefrom dead zcorAsJ' 4. \Ve add, that the whole

nature of the New Testament, w^hich is wholly made

up of miJdner.s and liberty, frees the tender age of in-

fants to be baptized, especially in northernly climates,

from the necessity of being stripped nsked and plung-

ed all over. Though that possibly might be done with-

out hazard of life, yet not without some other inconve-

nience. 5. Others add, that, in ancient times, in

which candour and simplicity flourished more, the per-

sons to be baptized were, without any indecency, strip-

ped nalicd : yet afterwards, as the lewdness of others,

so of those on wljom it was incumbent to administer

baptism, increased, experience clearly testifying it to

the whole w^orld, this could no longer be done v/ith de-

cency : and therefore, for five centuries back, that cus-

tom has been gradually discontinued almost all over the

V/est. See Vossius in the place already quoted ; who

has tliis from Josephus Vicecomes, de rifibus baptismi,

lib. iv. c. 10, 15. To whom, however, Gisbert Voe-

tius, a divine of immortal memory, opposes his learned

considerations, Polif. Eccles. I. \ . p. 690. proving^ by

i:o contemptible arguments against Mcecomes and

Vossius, that persons to be baptized quite naked, did

not obtain in the ancient church. Ikit thou?;h this act

of stripping should be more reserved and modest, than

is usually represented by painters
;

yet, on account of

the depravity of men, the rite of aflusion or aspersion

seems to be safer, for which no such naked exposure
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of tlie body is requisite. From all which we conclude,

tb.'tt the Latins were very unkindly, and therefore, with-

out reason, called -by -some Greeks in the council of

Florence, Ahapthis, because they did not go into the

w^ater and were plungeci. See the history of that coun-

cil, sect. 9. C.9.

1\.\ . Whether immersion or aspersion be done once

or thrice, 1 take not to be material ; as we have no pre-

cept of our Lord concerning this. Yet the trine im-

mersion was more usual among the ancients ; who also

therein placed some mystcrv. For thereby they would

have it to signify, 1 . A confession of the adorable Tri-

nity, in whose name baptism was submitted to. 2.

" The death and resurrection of Christ after three days,"

as Athanasius speaks, Qiucst. 94. 3. Ambrose adds a

third reason, but ot less weight, lib. ii. de sacram. c. 7.

" Thou hast plunged for the third time, that the third

confession might wipe away the manitold failures ot thy

former life." But afterwards in Spain, while the Ari-

ans numbered the imm.ersions, in order to divide the

Divinity, Leander, bishop of Seville, consulted Gregory

IL bishop of Rome, about the question concerning the

trine or single immersion ; who answered, that though

the church of Rome dipt thrice, yet the church of Spain

Vv'ould rather be content with a single immersion : and

it was decreed in the fourth council of Toledo in the

year 6D3, that it should be so ; where, canon 5. or, ac-

cording to another edition, canon 6. " both is account-

ed right, and both irreprovable in the holy church of

C>od." Yet one religious ceremony of a single sacra-

ment is preterable \ that every one may see the unity o-t

the Godhead, and the trinity of persons, therein :
" 'I'he

unity, when we dip once ; the trinity, while we bap-

tize in the name of the Father, the Son, Tmd the Holy
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Chost." See ^^ossius, Dispiil. 2. dcbaplis. and Forbes,

lib. X. c. 5, § 48. scc|.

XVI. Indeed, it is not proper to administer baptism

without some words, by which the mystery oi it m;iy

be briefly explained : according to that well-known

saying of Augustine, " Take away the word, and what

is the water, but water only ?" Yet we are far from

thinking, that Christ prescribed a form of words, which

all were to make use of at all times, and in all places.

Christ, indeed, commanded to baptize in the name of

the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, but not precisely to

say, I baptize thee in the name of the Father, &c. The
apostles arc said tu have baptized in the name of Jcsus^

Acts ii. 3.8. viii. 16. &; xix. 5 : and yet it does not fol-

low, that they used this form, / baptize thee in the name

of Jesus. But as baptism ought by all means to be per-

formed in tlie name of the sacred Trinity, to whose

obedience and worship we are consecrated by the wash-

ing of water, it also seems necessary, in tiie admini-

stration of it, to make either an explicit, or at least an

implicit mention of tlie Trinity. Nor is it to be doubt-

ed, but he maintains some mischievous error, who re-

fuses to follow a custom received by all the Christian

world, and probably derived from apostolic example.

But I dare not absolutciy condenni the baptism admi-

nistered and received in the name of Christ, without

any mention of the Father and Holy Spirit, both be-

cause the baptism of the apostles is described In those

words by Luke, and because, as Basil has ingeniously

observed, de Spirita Sanclo^ " to name Christ is to con-

fess the whole Trinity : for this sets forth both God who
anoints, the Son who is anointed, and the unction, even

the Holy (ihost"," We have something like this in Am-
brose, d" Spir. Sancio, lib. i. c. 3. quoted also by Peter

Lombard, Sentent. lib. iv. distinct. 3. v/here he treats
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of the form of baptism. Neither is it an improper oH-

servation, that there is some difference in the case of

baptized persons', who from Judaism, and of those who
from Gentilism embraced Christianity : for it is proper,

that the Gentiles, w^ho are converted from idols to the

true God ; to that God, I say, v/ho, by the distinction

of the three persons in one essence, is discriminated

from those that are not gods, should be baptized into

the express confession ot the Trinity : but as the God
of the ancient Israelites and of the Christians is one and

the same, the professing the Lord Jesus seems to have

been suflicient in the baptism of the Israelites, Audit

is possibly for this reason, enjoined Matdi. xxviii. that

the Gentiles should be baptized in the name of the Fa-

ther, Son, and Holy Ghost ; but the Jews either such

by birth, or formerly become such by professing the

Jewish religion, are said to be baptized in the name of

Jesus.

XVII. Peter, 1 ep. iii. 21. gives us to know, that

baptism is a kind of type or figure, which signifies to

commemorate and teach something more heavenly and

sublime. And therefore having explained what is ex-

ternal and sensible, we are now to treat of the spiriluai

thing signified ; which may be considered either «c/zt'-

rallij or particularly

.

XVTII. The thing signified by baptism in general, is

the reception into the covenant o^ grace, as administered

under the Nezv Testament. As circumcision was the

sign and seal of the Old Testament, Gen. xvii. II. so

baptism, which succeeds circumcision, Col. ii. 11. is the

sign ot the new covenant, and, as Basil speaks, the in-

violable seal thereof. Moreover, that reception into the

covenant of grace imports two things. ^ I. Communion
with Christ, and his mystical body, and consequently a

participation of all his benefits. '2. An engagement to
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incumbent duty. Both are signified and sealed by bap-

tism. In respect of the former, we are said to he bap-

thed into one body, 1 Cor. xii. 13. and saved by bap-

tism. Tit. iii. 5. 1 Pet. iii. 27. With respect to the lat-

ter, baptism is called suneideseos agathes epe-

ROTEMA Eis Th EON, the answcv of a good conscience

Imvards God, 1 Pet. iii. 21.

XIX. A passage certainly that merits an accurate ex-

plication. Therelore we shaJ) iirst shew what is a good

conscience : then what eperotema, ansiver, imports;

lastly, to what the words eis The on, foioards Gody

are to be referred, whether to eperotema, nnszver,

or to a good conscience. A conscience is good in a two-

fold respect : 1 . Sincerely good, when it faithfully, in

God'b name, lays before a man what i^ to be done, and

what to be avoided, 'and continually excites him to the

careful -practice of holiness. 2. Checrfaliy goad, when
it makes him joyful, by giving him the testimony of a

sincere holiness. And therefore to have a good con-

science, as our apostle speaks, ver. 16. is to live ac-

cording to the dictates of the mind in such a manner,

that you may be assured that yau do well and please

God. This Paul calls aproskopon suKEiDEsiN, a

conscience void of offence, Actsxxiv. 16.

XX. The word eperotema (which we translate

answer) is variously explained by the learned. Oecu-

mcnius explains it by arrabon, enechuron, and

a p o D e 1 X I s, earnest, pledge, and demonstration. Which
the celebreted Cocceius has adopted ; who generajly in-

sists, that eperot-ema denotes an argument, a ground

of asking God as a Father : and a sign and seal, which

we may use with boldness, and when we draw near to

God, may beg his saving graces without fear. But this

explication does not seem to agree with the origin of

• Vol. III. 3 C
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the word : and I doubt, whether any example of such

a signification can be produced from any approved au-

thor. Vossins, in my opinion, observes much belter,

that EPEROTEMA docs not simply signify an interroga-

tion, but that which is answered to anotlier interroga-

tion. For the persons to be ba]jtJzed ask of God,

whether he will be their God ; and God, on the other

hand, asks and reslipulates, whether they themselves

will maintain a good conscience towards him. Gro-

tius's annotations here are very learned ; He observes,

that .EPEROTEMA is a law-term, and generally used in

Theophilus, and the other Greek interpreters of the

Roman law, for a sfipulation : as also in the Glossary,

EPEROTO, I slipulate. But he adds, that by a meto-

nymy, as is often, the case in the law, an anszvcr, or

promise is comprehended under the name, siipukition.

Hence in the same Glossary, eperoto'mai, Ipromise,

I engage. If Bcza had attended to this, possibly he

would not have said, that it was harsh to translate epe-

ROTAN, to answer, as Erasmus has done.

XXI. But which of these significations, whether that

of stipulating, or of promising, should here take place,

depends very much en the construing the words to-

wards God. Which may either be so connected, as

that a good conscience may be said to be toxcards God,

that is, before God, or respecting him in all its actions,

as Acts xxiv. 1 G. or so, that eperotema may be said

to be towards God. If the fornier, \'i seems more agree-

able to translate ep'erotema, stipulation, as Beza lias

learnedly done. For .it is God who stipulates with, or

requires of the Christian, that he maintain a good con-

science towards him. But should the latter be more

agreeable, and the conscience itself, or the Christian,

considered as eperoton, g^ivin^ an answer to God
concerning a good conscience, it is plain, answer or
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pro)iu'.s'C is the more proper signification. And both so

beautifully agree with the apostle's design, that I can

scarce tell which to prefer.

XXII. For there are these two things in baptism.

God sfi/mlafcs, or requires a good conscience (mvanls

himself; and the conscience ansivers and pro)ni-;cs to

God, that it will endeavour to be so ; or, which seems

more plain, man engages to keep a good conscience.

Formerly the bishop, or some other person in his name,

interrogated thus, or, which is the same thing, stipu-

lated, Apo TASSF. TO Sat AN A, Dost thou renounce the

devil r' I'he person to be baptized made answer, apo-

tassomai, I do renounce. Again being asked. Dost

(hou consent to Christ P he answered, I do consent. Ter-

tullian de baptismo calls tins " the engagement of ^Iva-

tion ;" and de resurree/ione cornis says, " The soid is

established not by washing, but by the answer." Cy-

prian called it the " interrogation of baptism," Epist.

7(3. & 80. To the very same purpose are the words of

Peter : for it is probable, that if not the very same, yet

at least a similar form of asking and engaging, and of

the same import, was used in the susception of baptism,

even from the days of the apostles. And though there

had been no express form of this ; yet baptism being

the first entering into covenant, virtually contains such

a stipulation and engagement.

XXIII. But we are likewise miore particularly to ex-

plain, first, what may be signified by the uuiter in bap-

tism ; and then \vhaL by the rites, commonly used

about the water. And the zvater certainly denotes both

the idood and Spirit of Christ. It is plain, such eifects

are, in the sacred writings, ascribed to these, as to the

nivctical water, that signify and seal the communication

of them by baptism : namely, to tlic Llood, as the im~

j'cti-ating cause ; to the Spirit, as the appli/ing cause.
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Paul, Heb. xii. 24-. and Peter, 1 epist. i. 2. speak of

the blood of Christ, with which we are sprinkled. But

the Spirit is expressly represented by the term zcater. Is.

xliv. 3. Ezek. xxxvi. 2.5.—27.

XXIV. The analogy or signification of this sacra-

ment principally consists in these three things. 1 . Wa-»

ter is of all things most proper, either from the nitre

with which it is replete, or from some other quality, to

wash away the filth of the body. But the blood of

Christ washes the soul from all the pollution of sin, 1

John i. 7. because by his sufferings he certainly merit-

ed, that we should be presented pure before God, Eph.

V. 25, 26, And the Spirit of Christ, who applies the

merits of his blood, actually cleanses us, 1 Cor. vi. 11,

2. A5^ater ako has a power to drown and to suffocale ;

the same efficacy is exerted by the blood and Spirit of

Christ, for the mortification of the old man ; of which

we shall hear more presently ; and, on this account,

Gregory Nazianzen called baptism the delude of sin.

With which Ambrose agrees, de initidiuUs^ r. 3. " The
water is that in which the flesh is drowned, in order to

wash away all sin." 3. Water is th^ principle of very

many living things, and in their creation the Spirit

brooded on the waters, Gen. i. 3. The earth scarce

produces any living thing, either of the vegetable or

reptile kind, unless impregnated with water, Psal. Ixv.

10. The very generation of the human toetus is said to

be from water, Is. xlviii. 1. Psal. Ixviii. 27. Thus, in

like manner, the blood and Spirit of Christ, as the mys-

tical water, are the principles of our regeneration and

new creation, John iii. 5. And as that is signified by

the water of baptism, so baptism itself is called. Tit.

iii. 5. tlie leashing of rcgenercblion, and rciiexoing of the

Holy Ghost.



Of Baptism. 40i

XX^"". "With respect to the ceremonies In the admi-

nistration, we are distinctly to take notice, I. Of the

immersion into the water, and the washing that is the

consequence of it. II. The continuing under the v/a-

ter. III. The emersion out of t!ie water. These rites

referred either to the remembrance of those things which

Christ underwent, or signify the benefits which Christ

bestows upon us, or put us in mind of our duty.

XX\'I. First, therefore, the immersion into the wa-

ter, represents to us that tremendous abyss of divine

jiislice, in which Christ vt^as plunged for a time, in some

measure, in consequence ot his undertaking for our

sins : as he complained under the type of David, Psal.

Ixix. 2. / sink in deep mire^ xeJiere there is no standing :

I am come into deep zcaters, ivhere the floods overflotv me.

But more particularlij^ an immersion of this kind de-

prives us of the benefit of the light, and the other en-

joyments of this world ; so it is a very lit representation

of the death of Christ. iliejcontinuing how short so-

ever under the water, represents his burial, and the low-

est degree of humiliation, when he was thought to be

wholly cut off, while in the grave, that was both seal-

ed and guarded. Tlie emersion, or coming out of the

zvater, gives us some resemblance of his resurrection,

or victory, obtained in his death over death, which he

vanquished within its inmost recesses, even the grave.

All these particulars, the apostle intimates, Rom. vi.

XXVII. Moreover, baptism also signifies those be-

nefits which believers obtain in Christ : and these are

either /;r^.9^?i^ oxfuture. Among the present, the prin-

cipal is fellowship in the death, burial, and resurrec-

tion of Christ; and the consequence of it, viz. the mor-

tification and burying of our old man, and the raising of

the new by the efficacy of the blood and Spirit of Cnrist.



402 Of Baptism.

For the i/nmcrsion into the water, represents tlie death

of the old vuiiiy even in such a manner, that it can nei-

ther stand in judgment to our condemnation, nor exer-

cise dominion over our bodies, that we should serve it

in the lusts t-iereof. In the former respect, the death

of the old man appertains to justification ; in the latter,

to sanctification. ^Yht conilnning wn^cr \X\t water, re-

presents the burying of the body of sin, whereby all

hopes of a revival are cut off ; so that, after this, it is

neither able to condemn, nor rule orer the elect. For

as, in burying, the dead body, which is covered over

with earth, is removed trom the sight of men, al^id so

weighed down by the earth thrown upon it, that, should

we suppose some life to have remained in the buried

person, to be bestowed upon him anew by a miracle,

yet it cannot fail to be stifled by the load of earth lying

upon it, nor recover to any degree of permanence : in

the same manner, when in baptism the person sunk

under the water, is for some time detained therein ;

ibis signifies and seals to us, that our sins arc removed

from the view of the divine justice, never to be imput-

ed to our condemnation : or as Micah speaks, chap,

vii. 19. lie wiU subdue our iniquities, and ecist all our

sins into the depths of the sea ; likewise that the power

of sin is so depressed and weakened, that it can no

longer drive us at its pleasure, or hinder our salvation,

or be able to resume the power, which it has once lost,

in order to bring us again under its dominion. The

emersion out of the water is a symbol of the revival of

the new man, alter our sins are now sunk, to a spiri-

tual life by the resurrection of Christ. And this also

the apostle declares, Rom. vi. ::.— 6. aiKl Col. ii. IJ,

12. where he intimates, that our baptism is such a me-

morial of the tbirgs tliat h.^npencd to Christ, as at tlie
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same time to seal our communion with him in all these

things, and our union as it were into one plant.

XXVII r. But fiilure blessings are also signified by

baptism. For as in baptism, after \vc are immersed in

the water, wc directly come out of it in safety ; so, in

like manner, it shall be, that tliough w^e may be pres-

sed with afflictions in this life, yet we sha'11 not be over-

whelmed by thc-m, but being at last delivered from

them, shall be translated into everlasting joys. That

calamities in scripture are compared to waters, appears

from many passages, as Psal. xviii. 4. xxxii. 0". xlii. 7.

o: cxliv. 7. And afflictions are sometimes called by

the name of hupiism,, Matth. xx.. 22. JMar.k x. 32. Luke
xii. 30. Thereiore the coming out of the water, or the

wiping off the water, signifies, that we shall haj^pily

surmount all the difficulties of this life. See ] Pet. iii.

20, 21. Wherein (in the ark of Noah) /^Vx', that /V, eight

souls, icere saved by wafer. The likejigure richereuntOy

even baptism, doth also now save as. And as the Israel-

ites when they entered the Red Sea, under great appre-

hensions of danger, were, upon the Egyptians being

drowned, amazed, that at length they came safe to land ;

so in like manner, believers having surmounted all the

miseries of this life, and standing on the sea of glass,

shall sing the song of the Lamb, Rev. xv. 3. saying, He
brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of (tie miri/

clay, and set mi/ feet upon a rock, aiul established my
goings, Psal. xl. 2.

XXIX. Moreover, as in baptism are set forth the

death, burial, and resurrection of Christ ; but his re-

surrection is a pledge of our glorious resurrection : we
may learn from our baptism, that after being buri.cd as

it were in the water, v^e direc'tly rise out of it, so at the

last day we shall be raised out of our graves, to eternal

liie. llence Theodoret says of baptism, '* II is an eav-
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nest of good things to come, a type of the future resur-

rection, a communion in the sufferings, and a partici-

pation of the resurrection of our Lord : agreeable to the

words of Christ, Mark xvi. 16. He that beUcveth and

is bapt?ted, shall be saved."

XXX. From what we have said, it appears, that

the rite of immersion into the water, upon which emer-

sion follows, as was generally the practice among the

ancients, has some significancy and analogy to repre-

sent both the effect and the cause of that effect : yet

we are not to imagine, that all analogy is destroyed by

the practice of aspersion, or pouring on the water.

For the pouring out, or aspersion of the water, answers

to the immersion into it ; and perhaps it would be bet-

ter, if it was so copious as to run over the whole face,

and as it were cover it : by which means, the emer-

sion out of the water would be answered by the dissi-

pation of it. But the face and head represent, as it

were, the whole person ; so that what things are done

in that part, may be accounted as done in the whole

body ; and as t\ie face is covered with the water, the

whole person may seem to be immersed ; and with the

running off of the water on every side, the whole per-

son may be accounted as taken out of it ; and the com-

munion in the thing signified should not be rated by the

quantity of the external sign. A very small portion of

water may no less seal the abundance of the divine

grace in baptism, than a small morsel of bread, and a

more sparing draught of wine, in the holy supper.

XXXI. Thus far concerning the rites of immersion

and emersion ; let us now consider the ablution or wash-

ing, which is the effect of the water appHed to the bo-

dy. In external baptism there is the putting awaij the

filth of theflesh, 1 Pet. iii. 21. which represents the ab-

lution, or washing away the filth of the soul contracJ:ed
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by sin, Acts xxii. 16. Arise, and be baptized, andzvash

mvai/ thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. But

the filth of sin may be considered, either with respect

to the o"?^?7/, which is annexed to the filth or stain, and

so it is removed by remission, which is a part of justifi-

cation ; or with respect to the stain itself, or spiritual

deformity and dissimilitude to the image of God, and

so it is taken away by the grace of the sanctifying Spi-

rit : and both are sealed by baptism. Of the former

Peter speaks, Acts ii. 38. Be baptized every one ofyou

in the name of Jesus Christ, for tJie remission oj sins.

Concerning the latter Paul writes, Eph' v. 25, 26.

Christ loved the church, and gave himselffor it : that he

might sanctify and cleanse it with the icashing of water

,

by the zcord. And they are laid before us both toge-

ther, 1 Cor. vi. 11. But ye are zvashed, but ye are sane-

t[fied, but ye arejustified in the name of the Lord Jesus,

and by the Spirit-. of our God. Ye are zvashed, sacra-

mentally in baptism, which v/ashing is a symbol of the

mystical washing : but the mystical w^ashing compre-

hends both. Justification and sanctifleafion ; both which

are performed in the name of tJie Lord Jesus, that is, by

the efficacy of his merits, and by the Spirit of our God,

which effectually applies the merits of Christ to the

elect.

XXXII. But because \ve, who, while polluted with

sins, were plunged in the water, come out cleansed,

and encompassed with the light of the Holy Spirit, as

with a shining garment ; we are said in that baptism to

put on Christ, Gal. iii. 26, 27. lu)r vcc are all iJie children

of God by faith in Christ Jesus : for as 7nany of you as

have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. This

putting on of Christ may be explained two ways ; either

a^: by tlie Spirit we arc ingrafted into Christ, and ?o, by

\ 01.. iir, 3 D
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this our union with the only begotten and natural Son

of God, we become the sons of God by grace ; or also

by the Spirit of God we are inwardly renewed to a new

life, and therewith encompassed as w^ith a shining gar-

ment, so that the native stains and wrinkles of the old

man may be covered, and instead of them piety and

holiness shine forth in our conversation and lives. Thus

the baptized are like a fiock of sheep, that are even

shorn, zvhich come up from the loashing. Cant. iv. 2.

And their case is the same, as was formerly that of Jo-

shua the priest, whose filthy garments were, at the com-

mand of God, changed for splendid raiment : adding,

Beholdy I have caused thine iniqidiij to pass from thee,

Zech. iii. 3.—5. In token of this, the newly baptized

among the ancients put on white garments, which they

wore the whole week after baptism, and did not put

them off, till the eighth day after Easter or Whitsun-

tide
J which was therefore called dominica in albis, as

the candidates, or those in white, were called albati.

Most of what we have said, Basil, bishop of Ca?sarea,

has emphatically and briefly comprised in exliortatione

ad baptismwn, where he calls baptism, " the remission

of our debts, the death of sin, the regeneration of the

soul, the shining garment, the inviolable seal, the cha-

riot conveying up to heaven, the procurement of the

kingdom, the grace of adoption." ~

XXXIII. There now remains the third signification

of baptism, which is to admonish us of our dulij : and

that is threefold, towards God and Christ, ourselves,

and our neighbour.

XXXIV. And as we are baptized in the name, so

w^e are consecrated to the worship and service of the

holy Trinity, and renouncing the devil, the world, and

the lusts of the flesh, are taught to devote ourselves

wholly to God. Hence these things are joined toge-
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dier, Alatth. xxvlii. 19,20. Go ye therefore, and teach

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fattier,

of the Son, and cf the Holy Ghost, teaching them to ob-

serve all tilings whatsoever I have commanded you.

XXXV. And as wc arc especially baptized into

Christ, wc are also commanded to acknowledge him

for our Lord, Husband, and Head, and to frame the

whole of our lives, in such a manner, that we may not

be found a disgrace to him, with whom we are so close-

ly united, nor to his Spirit, the bond of that union : but,

on the contrary, that the sanctifying efficacy both of his

blood and Spirit may appear in the whole tenor of our

conversation. In fine, as wc are most especially bap-

tized into the communion of the death and resurrection

of Christ, both these set before us an extraordinary pat-

tern, to the likeness of which we should be conformed.

For as Christ, when he suffered death, was deprived of

the enjoyment of the light, and of the function of his

senses, and of all the other operations of life, and thus

was broke off from all commerce with the world, that

he might have nothing farther to do with it ; in like

manner, it behoveth us, if wc would have any true uni-

on with Christ, to cease from all those works, to ivhich

wc were formerly addicted, and to renounce the world,

alniost as if wc were dead. And as Christ, r^'hen he

arose, commenced a new kind of life, quite different

from that natural life, which he enjoyed in this world

before his death ; so it becomes us, it we would have

any communion with him in his resurrection, to rise to

a new life, and altogether difierent from that life, which

was corrupted and stained with sin, to which we were

given before our calling : as those things are urged by

the apostle, Rom. vi. 3.—G.

XXXVI. As to ourselves, v\'c are reminded in bap-

tism, that, being once washed, we do not again pol-
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lute ourr;-elves wrtln the filth of sins : and beins: baotiz-'

ed into Christ, that we do not again mix with, or im-

iTicrse ourseh'es in the world : lest it sJiould happen un-

to us according to the true proverb, The clog is turned to

his onm vomit again ; and the saw that n-as zvash^d, to

her wallozving in the mire, 2 Pet. ii. 22.

XXXVII. Besides, seeing hi/ one Spirit loe are all

baptized into one body, 1 Cor, xii. 13. we are also re-

minded, as members of one body, to love one another,

and keep up brotherly concord ; being careful to main-

tain the unity of the Spirit, in the bond of peace : for

there is one baptism, E-ph. iv. 3, 5. In a word, as bap-

tism is the seal of God's covenant, by the susception

thereof we bind ourselves to that holiness of lite, which

becomes God's covenant people.

XXXVIII. To all these things very great weight is

added,, in that baptism is administered in the name of

the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Tor thereby God
the Father promises to those who are truly baptized,

that, with respect to them, he will suffer nothing to be

wanting, which they can reasonably expect from a most

affectionate Father : God the Son, in like manner, pro-

mises to execute in their behalf all the ofhce's of a most

perfect Saviour : the Holy Ghost likewise appoints fc-r

them, both sanctification, consolation, indwelling, and

perpetual conservation. x\nd they who are thus bap-

tized, not only profess their faith in the mystery of a

Trinity, which we have treated of more fully elsewhere ;

but also bind themselves to filial obedience to God the

Father ;
give up themselves to Christ, as a Prophet, to

be his disciples ; as a King, to scr\e him ; and as a

Priest, for the expiation of their sins. In fine, they

bind themselves to the Holy Spirit, not to grieve him,

but reverently to obey all his inspirations and motions.



Of Baptism. 409

XXXIX. What we have thus far said concerning

the signification of baptism, we have borrowed for the

most part from Vossius's disputations, which we have

alreadv often commended ; as I likewise observe others

have done before me. Things also similar to these, and

sometimes almost in the very same words, I find in Go-

mari T/iests. But which of these learned men first led

the way to such very accurate and solid conceptions, I

cannot now say. The other usual disputes about bap-

tism, have been fully discussed by our writers, and are

generally to be met with in their Loci Communes, and

unnecessary to be repeated here. Should any be desir-

ous to know the rites of the ancient church about bap-

tism, they may consult Josephi Vicecomills ohscrvat'wnts

ecclcsiasiicas de antiquis baptismi rilibus ; and among-

our writers, Vossius and Voetus's poUt. eccL p. 1. lib.

ii. tr. 2. Forbesius, lib. x. and Hoornbeck in disput.

de baptismo veferum. Georgius Fehlavius, ad cap. 24.

Cliristophori Angeli de statu hodieriwrum Grcccorum,

has collected from different authors, the ceremonies used

by the Greeks and Muscovites in baptism.

XL. There is one thing, that, I think, ought not to

l)e omitted here, seeing it is of very great moment to

our consolation ; namely, that baptism is, by the will

of God, to be administered not only to adult believers,

but also to their children. The grounds for this, and

those beyond all exceptions^ are to be met with in

scripture : so that there is no necessity, with the Pa-

pists, who shamefully prevaricate in a good cause, to

have recourse in this matter to unwritten tradition. .

XLI. We readily acknowledge, that there is no ex-

press and special command of God, or of Clirist, con-

cerning infant-baptism : yet there arc general commands

from which this special command is deduced by evi-

dent consequence. For to begin vrith \vl:iat is most ge-
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neral : God declared to Ahraham, that it was bis con-

stant and unchangeable will, that the sign of the cove-

nant should not be denied to those in covenant with

him, when he said. Gen. xvii. 13. And viy covenant

shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. By

these words, he commands the sign of his covenant to

be in the flesh of all the posterity of Abraham, with

which he had entei:ed into a covenant of grace. From

this general injunction, he infers, ver. 14. the necessity

of circumcision, becanse he then gave it as a sign of

the covenant. When theretore, upon the change Oi

the OEconomy, he substituted, in the place of circum-

cision, another sign of the covenant, in consequence of

that general command, all those in covenant are bound

to take upon them the new sign. Moreover, believ-

ers under the New Testament belong to the spiritual

posterity of Abraham, and are, if we consider its sub-

stance, partakers of the same gracious covenant, Rom.

iv. 16, IT ; not adults only, but also their children, as

we shall presently shew. Whence it follows, that the

sign of the covenant in their body, is not to be denied

to the young children of believers, any more than to be-

lievers themselves.

XLIL There is another command of Christ, Matth.

xxviii .19. Go ye therefore^ and m a r h e t e u s a t e , dis-

ciple all nationsy baptizing them, 8zc. There Christ

commands disciples to be gathered into his school, and

sealed, as persons in covenant with him, with the seal

of baptism. But it is evident, when parents become

the disciples of Christ, their children are also accounted

in the number of disciples. Just as among the Jews,

together with the proselyte parents, their young chil-

dren were initiated in the Jewish rites. It was not

therefore necessary, that Christ should expressly men-

tion the baptism of infants. For as it was a received
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custom among the Jews, that, together with the pa-

rents, who gave up their names to the God of Israel,

their young children should be baptized (as we have

shewn above) the apostles being sent to baptize the na-

tions, and accustomed to the ritesof their own country,

could not but think, that, together with the parents,

who made a profession ot the faith of Christ, they ought

to baptize their infants, unless Christ had repealed the

received custom by a contrary command. Which as

wc no where read he did, we are absolutely to con-

clude, that what wc have now explained was our Lord's

intention.

XLIII. Peter supplies us with another argument.

Acts ii. 38, 39. Be baptized every one ofyou in the name

of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall

receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is

unto you, and to your children, &c. Where the apos-

tle argues thus : They to whom the promise of grace

was made, are to be baptized ; w-e subsume, but the

promise of grace was made not only to parents, but

also to their children : it therefore follows, that not only

parents, but also their children are to be baptized.

Both propositions are the apostle Peter's. Now the

whole difficulty consists in this ; Who are we here to

understand bv the children, who partake of the promise

ot grace ; whether adults only actually called, who are

capable of making a profession of their faiih ; or also

younger children and infants ? "^I'he orthodox justly af-

firm the last : not only because mention simply is made

of children, without distinction ot age ; but also be-

cause God expressly promised to Abraham, to be the

God of his seed, which he apjjlies to an infant eight

davs old. Gen. xvii. 7, l.i. Wc add, that Christ per-

mitted little children to come, to him, laid his hands up-

on them, and declared, that of such was the kingdom
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of heaven, Matth. xvi. 13.— 15. But whom Matthew

calls PAiDiA, little children, Luke, chap, xviii. 15.

calls BREPHE, iirfanfs ; which word, according to Eus-

tathius, properly signifies a new-burn child at the breast.

Hence also Peter says, hos artigenneta brephe,

as nezv-born babes, 1 Pet. ii. 2. And here it appears

we are, by all means, to keep to the propriety of the

terms, both in the noun brephe, and the verb, pros-

pherein; when it is said, prospheron de auto

T A brephe, and they brought untoldm also infants,

they appear to have been carried in arms. It is there-

fore evident, that to infants are also made the promises

of s:race and salvation.

XLIV. Let the fourth argument stand thus : It is

unjustifiable to exclude from baptism, those who are

made partakers of the Holy Spirit : for thus Peter, Acts

X, 47. Can any man forbid zvatcr, that these should not

be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost, as zvell

as ive ? True indeed it is, that the Holy Spirit disco-

vered himself in those of whom Peter there speaks, by

some extraordinary gifts, which of thejmselves w^ere not

saving : yet the principal argument for the right to bap-

tism cannot be drawn from hence. The apostle there-

fore considers those extraordinary gifts, as the effects

of the sanctifying Spirit, bestowed on all the elect ; and

as special indications of the divine bounty towards

them : whereby the truth of the gospel was sealed in

them, and the sincerity of their faith adorned ; com-

pare Gaj. iii. 2 ; and thence, as from the thing signi-

fied, he argues to the participation of the sign. We
moreover subsume : Even the children of believers

have received the Holy Spirit : for otherwise they could

neither be holy, which yet Paul declares them to be, 1

Cor. vii. 14. nor be Christ's, to whom none belongs,

who has not his Spirit, Rom, yi''. 9. nor see the king-
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<lom of heaven, to which none is admitted, but he wha
is born of water and of the Spirit, John iii. 5. Whence

it follows, that water cannot be forbid, that infants

should not be baptized.

XLV. Fifthly, They .who belong to the churcii o£

God, have aright to baptism. The reason is, because"

baptism is the sign ofassoeiation with, 3^4 s^al of ini-

tiation into the church, Acts ii. 41. Tkcy locrc baptiz-

ed ; and the same day there zvere added,, navncly, to the

church, about three thousand souls. And thee it is re-

presented ns the privilege of the w^hole church, that

slie is cleansed by Christ loith the washing of zoater, bi/

the K'ordy Eph. V- 26. But that infants belong to the

church, appears from this, that when God commanded

his church to be gathered together, he did pot suffer

their little ones, and those theitsucked the breasts, to be

absent, Deut. xxix. 10, 11. Joel ii. i6. and protests that

theij uerc born unto him, Ezek. xvi. 20.

XLVI. Sixthly, We argue from this, that baptism

has succeeded in the room of circumcision. The apos*

tie declares this, Col. ii. U, 12. where he proves the

abrogation of the ceremonial law, and especially of cir-

cumcision with respect to beHevers qf the New Testa-

ment, from this consideration, that the spiritual thing

formerly signified and scaled by circumcision, is now-

signified and sealed by baptism ; intimating, that what

circumcision was to the Old Testament church, the

same now is baptism to the New, and indeed in a far

more eminent and perfect manner, because baptism is

an introduction at once \nio the liberty and grace of the

New Testament, whereas circumcision contained the

profession of a bondage and voke. But it is evident,

that circumcision was administered to infants : it there-

fore follows, thut wc are to have the same sentiment

Vol. hi. :'. E
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concerning baptism. And indeed nothing can be ad-

vanced against the baptism of infants, which may not

equally mihtate against their circumcision.

XLVII. Here certainly appears the extraordinary

love of our God, in that as soon as we are born, and

just as we come from our mother, he ha-th commanded

us to be solemnly brought from her bosom, as it were

into his own arms ; that he should bestow upon us, in

the very cradle, the tokens of our dignity and future

kingdom ; that he should put that song in our mouth.

Thou didst make me hope, zchen Izvas upon my molhers

breast : I ivas east upon Ihee from thezvomb : thou art

viy Godfrom my mothers heUij,Vsa\. xxii. 9, 10; that,

in a word, he should join us to himself in the most so-

lemn covenant from our most tender years : the remem-

brance .of which, as it is glorious and full of consolation

to us, so in like manner it tends to promote Christian

virtues, and the strictest holiness, through the whole

course of our lives.

XL^^III. Nothing ought to be dearer to us than to

keep sacred and inviolable that covenant of our youth,

that first and most solemn engagement, that was made

to God in our name. Nor is it any objection, that we
were first bound in that covenant without our know-

ledge. For no adult person, when he is informed of

the excellency of that holy sacrament, wdiich was be-

stowed in infancy, can be ofi'ended, that, according to

the will of God, he v/as devoted so early by his pious

parents to the Supreme Being ; unless, at the same

time, he is resolved to renounce entirely the name of a

Christian, and all his hopes of eternal salvation.

XLIX. It cannot also fail to be very delightful to

godly parents, to present to God and his Christ their

dearest pledges, just begun to enjoy the light, and con-

secrated in the water of the mvstical font, or, as Dio-
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vt/sii/s the Pscndarcopagile elegantly expressed it, in

the divine symbols of a divine bijilt, and rseommended

to the grace of God by the prayer ot the whole church.

Let this be the first care of their piety. Gregory Na-

?:ianzen, Oral. 40. in sanctum baptisma^, speaks as fol-

lows :
" Hr.st thou a cliild r give not time to vice to

gain upon him : let him be sanctified from a child, and

consecrated to the Spirit from his tender years." And
certainly, if no other benefit accrued from infant-bap-

tism, every prudent person will ow^n it to be very great,

that it lays the most inviolable necessity on parents,

carefully to train up their children, which they have srt

early devoted to God, in the mysteries of the Christian

religion, and the practice of true piety, both by instruc-

tion, admonition, and good example. " They incur

the guilt of an impious robber or thief," as Bacer has

gravely observed, dc regno Christ/, lib. ii. c. 9. " who
are not at the greatest pains to bring up and form those

they have consecrated by baptism, to tlic Lord Christ,

to the obedience of Christ. For, by this neglect, as

much as in them lies, they again rob God of the chil-

dren they gave up to him, betray them, and enslave

them to the devil." See what we have more fully writ-

ten on infant-baptism in a particular dissertation.

L. .Vnd therefore it was a very laudable practice of

the Bohemian brethren, who were wont to present their

children at about twelve years old, in the cliurch to the

pastor, in order to make a public profession of their

iaith, and to shew, whether the parents had done their

duty in instructing them, to which they had bound
themselves at the baptism of their children, as Lasitius

relates, dc moribus Si inslilntis fralruni BoJiemonun, c.

12. § 28, 29. Which, with the solemnity they usually

performed this, is related at large in rationc disciplii.hc

ordin.frat.Jjo/icm.p. 4G. Ciiivin, Instil, lib.lv.c. 19.
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§ 4. has hinted that a like practice obtained in the an-

cient church, and that from hence, in later times, arose

the imaginary sacra'ment of coiifirniation. And Dure],

in vindiciis ecclesice Anglkarwe, observe&, that the like

custom is still retained in the church of England.

CHAP. XVII.

Of the Lord's Supper

T HE other sacrament of the New Testament is

the Imhj supper of the Lord,; which the Lord Jesus in-

stituted immediately after his last passover, because it

was to succeed the passover, from which he tra:nsferred

also to this most of the rites and phrases, used by the

ancient Jews in their passover. As this has long ago

been observed by the learned, so it will appear from

the brief explication we are now to give of this sacred

symbol.

II. This sacrament is called Dei pnon, the supper,

1 Cor. XI. 20. not because its celebration is necessarily

confined t6 the evening or night. For, though in the

ancient church this was frequently done ; yet that was

owdng not so much to the religion of Chi4stians, as to

the cruefty of persecutors, who, by their tyranny, oblig-

ed believers to meet together privatc-ly, and in the night-

time ; but because the Lord instituted this feast after

the passover, which was to be slain between the two

evenings, and eaten in the night. It was likewise in-

stituted in the veri/ flight in ic;hich he was beirayed, 1

Cor. xi. 23. and which was the last before his death ;

hence this most sacred feast was constantly called the

supper. Beside?, the most sumptuous entertainments
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among the ancients, especially in the Jewish nation, at

least their nuptial feasts, wore geoeralJ\in the evening j

as appears from the parable of the ten virgins, Matth.

XXV. And therefore it was proper, that that fea^t, which

fepresents the unspeakable dainties of heaven, and is

an earnest of the marringc-supper of the Lamb, Rev.

xix. 9. should be held forth to us under the name and

en^blcm of a supper. Nor is it for nothing, that Paul

observes, that Christ gave tlie supper to the church, in

that night in tvkich he was betrayed. For, besides that

we have in this an illustrious display of Christ's infinite

love to men, in that he shou-ld vouchsafe to have such

an anxious concern for us, especially at that time, when

his mind was otherwise so much taken up, and distres-

sed with the horror of his approaching sufferings ; what

above all ought to make it sacred to us, and very highly

valuable, is, that it was instituted by our Lord, just as

he was preparing himself to die.

ILL Again, Itis called Kuriak on deipnon, the

Lonrs supper, 1 Cor. xi. 20. both because the Lord

was the author of it, and because the whole ot it agrees

to the Lord, and to the remembrance of him ; so that

the Lord himself, in the right use of it, is exhibited to

i>elievers : and lastly, because it ought to be celebrated

by us, according to the will and prescription ot the

Lord.

IV. But the Loixi's supper, to pass on from the name
to the thing, is the sacrament of education, or nourish-

ment, in the New Testament church, wherein, by the

symbols of bread broken, and wine poured out, the

dreadful sufferings of Christ are represented to belie-

vers ; and the promises of the New Testament, and

enlivening communion with Christ, made pertect by

sufferings, both in grace and glory, are signified and

scaled to dicm.
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V. For the illustration of this description, it will be

useful, we first distinctly consider the external signs ;

then the ^/ihigs signi/ied hy them. The signs are either

the *symbols themselves, or certain actions about the

symbols. The symbol is twofold, hirad snd zvine ; and

both Oi them are joined together, to signify the super-

abundant fulness \v€ have in Christ. Here we are to

adore the divine providence, which hath givefi to his

church things so simply and easily obtained, as pledges

of things heavenly : and several reasons may be assign-

ed. 1. That this sacrament might, in all places, even

to the end of the world, be in perpetual use among the

faithful, it was suitable, such symbols should be insti-

tuted, as might, in all places and at all times, be ready

at hand tor the church's use. 2. It is more consistent

with the spiritual ceconomy of the New Testament, to

be led by some plain and ordinary symbol, which should

neither detain the eye nor the mind, presently to be-

hold, meditate on, receive the thing signified, than to

be dazzled by some illustrious and miraculous sign, like

what was granted to the Israelites in the wilderness, as

to be made to give less attention to the mystical signi-

fication. 3. And then, the danger of superstition,,

which can scarcely be altoe:ether avoided in the case of

bread and wine, would have been far greater in that of

a more illustrious sign. 4. Nor is it from the purpose,

that Christ has not acrain "Iven us the flesh of slain ani-

mals, nor bloodv meals, such as the fathers formerly eat

in their sacred feasts ; but has furnished out his table

With plain bread and wine. For Christ's blood, by

which ali our debts are cancelled, aiid the fire of divine

wrath is cjUcriChed, being once shed, it became a critne

* liiese are Ireqiionlly cr.lktf, Avith us, (lie sacra iricn( al elc-

racuLs and the sacrurnentul actions.
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any longer to shed any blood in the sacred vitcs of

Christians.

VI. Common and ordinary bread is to be made use

of, as Christ used that which lay before him, Matth.

xxvi. *26. But it was an old subject ot debate between

the Greek and Latin churches, whether it ought to be

leavened or unleavened, both of them appealing to the

example of our Lord. The Latins insist, that Christ

used unleavened bread, because immediately atter the

paschal feast he instituted the supper ; at which time it

was altogether unlawful for any leaven to be seen

among the Israelites, llie Greeks, on the other hand,

contend, that Christ eat the paschal lamb, the day be-

fore the Jews celebrated their passover ; from which

they infer, that the davs of unleavened bread were not

yet come, when our Lord celebrated the first supper,

and therefore it is most probable, that our Lord used

leavened bread, which, before the days of unleavened

bread came, was moot commonly made use of. And
indeed, as to Christ's example, we make no manner of

doubt, but the Latins have the better oi the Greeks in

this argument. Lor whether our Lord celebrated the

passover on the same, or on a different day from the

other Jews ; what was the day ot the passover to him,

was also to him the day of unleavened bread : which

the evangelists expressly affirm, jSlatth. xxvi. 17. Mark
xiy. 12. Luke xxii. 7. Nor is it so certain, that Christ

celebrated the passover before the Jeu's, as (icrard

V^ossius imagines with the Greeks, 'lln: di-iputes of

the celebrated John Cioppcnl^urgh and Liid. Capellus

have already laid before the learned work!, what pro-

bably may be* said on both sides of the cjnestion. Nav,

the opposite opinion seems to be much better founded,

as Bochart, whom we have already so often ({noted, has

made out by cogent ari^uments, who seems to have ta-
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ken off all the difficulty of this question, Ilierozoic. lib.

ii. c. I. However, we agree not v>dth the Latins, who
would have the example of Christ, in so slender a cir-

cumstance, to retain the force of a perpetual law. For

as this is no part of the essence of the sacrament, so the

use of either sort of bread at this sacred feast, as occa-

sion shall offer, is indifferent and arbitrar,^ ; since Christ,

without any decision of this question on either side, us-

ed that bread which was then at hand. Wherefore it

is a matter both of astonishment and grief, that the

Greek and Latin churches should have disputed, with

so much eagerness and warmth, now for above five

hundred years, about such a trifling matter. Du Pies-

sis, de eucharistiay lib. ii. c. 5. may be consulted on

this subject.

VIL But we can by no means approve of the small

round things, made of meal, commonly called hosts or

ivafers, such as now the Romish church is pleased to

make use of. 1 . Because they are most disagreeable to

the institution and practice of Christ. For it is very

probable, that Christ used such an unleavened cake, as

the master of the family, in whose house he kept the

passover, laid before him, according to the custom of

the Jews. But these cakes were something large, in

order to be distributed in pieces among the guests at

the table ; they were also thin and broad, but yet of a

moderate thickness like our sweet and round cakes,

that they might be adapted for the nourishment of the

body. As to their matter, form, and preparation, see

BuxtorPs Syiiagoga Judaica^ c. 12. 2. Because, in

that case, there is either no analogy, or an obscure one,

between the sign and thing signified. Neither is there

that serviceableness for supporting life, nor that nou-

rishing quality, nor that sweetness of flavour in those

wafers, as in cenimon bread : by which both the ser-
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vkeablencss, and nourishing efficacy and grateful sweet-

ness of the grace of Christ are represented. 3. Because

they were unknown in the church for near a thousand

years. \'ossius, in his Theses de s. eauhe DovdniccT sym-

bolisy has laid open their origin from Honorius Augus-

todunensis. His words are these, " It is said, that for-

merly the priests received from every house or family, a

quantity of meal, which custom at this day the Greeks

still observe, and of that made the Lord^s bread, which

they offered for the people, and, afier consecration, dis-

tributed among them. But after the church really in-

creased in numbers, but abated in holiness ; it was de-

creed, on account ot the carnal, that such as could,

should communicate every Lord's day, or every third

Lord's day, or on the high festivals, or thrice a year.

And because the people did not communicate, there

was no occasion to make so large a cake, it was de-

creed to make it in the form of a penny." This is the

true reason, why the host has the form of a penny : but

afterw^ards men of subtilty sought, as is usual in such

cases, for a mystery, where there was none : whence he

immediately subjoins ;
" and that the people, instead

of offering meal, should offer a penny, as an acquittance

for receiving the Lord." Durandus in liationali, lib.

iv. c. II. has words also to the same purpose. "It is

prepared in the form of a penny, both because the bread

of life was betrayed tor pennies, and because a penny

was given as wages to the labourers in the vineyard."

These are foolish conceits, and foreign to the august

mystery of the holy supper.

V'JII. The other s}mbol is zvine : which the evange-

lists call GENNEM.A. TEs AMP E LOU, \\\ej'ruit of the

vine, in contormity to the Hebrew phraseology, peri

HEG.EPii.TLN, Matth. xxvi. 29, Mark xiv. 25. Luke

Vol. III. 3 F
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xxii. 18. But it does not certainly appear, whether It

was red or white. The Jews ordered the best and most

generous wine to be purchased for celebrating the pass-

over. But in that country the red was generally ac-

counted such, Prov^ xxiii. 31. Is. xxvii. 3. Hence in

the Jerusalem Talmud, Traclat. de Sabbato,fol. II. it

is commanded, that red zvine be used for that purpose.

But if it appeared, that the white was better than the

red, the preference was given to that. It is therefore

probable, and only probable, that Christ used red wine.

And it seems we should not altogether overlook the

similitude there is between the blood of the grape, by

which name red wine is chiefly intended^ and the blood

of Christ.

IX. And with no greater certainty can v\'e deter-

mine, whether Christ used pure neat wines, or wine

mixed with water. Those speak too freely, who affirm,

that it was the custom of that country, in order to mo-

derate the strength of their wine, to mix it with water,

that all might drink of it. For that this was left to the

discretion of the Jews, as a matter of indifference, on

the very solemnity of the passover, appears from Sepher

Miixvoth Haggadol, fol. 118. col. 1, "The measure of

the cup is a quart of wine, either new or old, either

neat or diluted." On the other hand, the argument of

those is also weak, who contend, that Christ used pure

wine, because it is called thefruit of the vine : but the

vine produces wine, not water. We have shewn above

that Christ speaks after the manner of his country. But

the Jews called the wine, even that mixed with water,

in their solemn blessings over it, the fruit of the vine^

having a regard to the greater and better jjart of it.

Thus the Jewish masters expressly write in Talm. Ba-

bylon, tit. Berachot, fol. 50. col. 2. " They pronounce

not the blessing on the Avine in "SA'hich no water is mix-
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ed, saying, Blessed be he who created the- fruit of the

vine-tree, but. Blessed be he who created the fruit of

the tree."

X. Nothing therefore can here with any certainty be

afiirnied concerning Christ's practice. Yet it has been

the prevailing custom of the ancients, as well the wes-

tern as eastern church, if we except the Armenian, to

mix the wine with the water ; because, after the sup-

per, they kept their Agajw, or love-feasts, with' the

same wine, not chusing to give any handle to the Gen-

tiles, as if they used pure v/inc fo excess. They add a

threefold mystery in this, in framing which they have

given too much scope to their own fancy. 1. That by

the wine and Water miq;ht be held forth the blood and

water, which flowed from the pierced side of Christ.

2. That by that mixture the union of the two natures

in Christ miglit be represented. 3. That since, in the

Revelation of John, the people arc called water, the

union of the same faithful people with Christ the Plead

is exhibited by that mixture. And as it is the way of

human nature, to be fond of its ovi^n fancies, the Greeks

put not only water, but also boiling water into the

wine ; and lest it should, on any account, cool before

they receive it, they do not pour it in till after the ele-

vation ; to signify, say they, that from the side of our

Lord on the cross, flowed hot blood and water, as

quickening things from a quickening body : or even

(adds Cabasilas in Exposif. liliirg. c. 37.) " to sanctify

the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the church, who is

otherwise compared to fire." Nor did tho: rashness of

their determining and allegorizing stop here. In the

synod of Tribur, under the Emperor Arnulphus, in the

year 895, or, according to others, 899, it was provid-

ed, that " none should perform the holy mysteries,

witliout mixing v. inc and water ; but tliat two parts



4l?4 Of the Lord's Supper,

should be wine : because the majesty of the blood .of

Christ is greater thao the weakness of the people."

XI. Our judgment is this : It does not appear, whe-

ther Christ mixed the wine, or drank it pure. Yet we
grant the former to be probable ; because it was a more

frequent practice among the Jews, on account of the

generousness of their wines : hence, in the rubric ot

the festivals, when they speak of the wine, they always

use the phrase. They mix him a cup. There are also

those who forbid pronouncing a blessing over the cup,

before the wine is mixed with water. It is probable,

Christ did what seemed to be most suitable to the rules

of sobriety. However, we imagine it cannot thence be

proved, that Christ would prescribe any thing by this

his example, especially to those people, whose wines

are not so generous, as to require mixing in common
use. For every thing that Christ did, according to the

custom of his nation, and on occasion of the passover,

does not belong to the essence of the sacrament, nor

has a mystical signification, nor in all its circumstances

obtains the force of a perpetual law. The allegorical

interpretations of the ancients appear somewhat insipid,

and without any foundation in the sacred^ writings.

Nor is the practice of the ancient church to be too

much insisted upon in this case : for, as the thing is in-

different, the modern church has the same right, that

the ancient had. In such things, the liberty which

Christ has left his people, ought to remain inviolable ;

who are to look on nothing as binding and necessary,

but his word only. Nay, after the rite of mixing be-

gan to be accounted necessary, it was prudently done

m the reformed churches for the preservation of liber-

ty, to prefer pure wine. Just as if ever the net-essity

of pure wine should begin to be established, it would

be perhaps better to return to the practice of mixing it.
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Certainly, those plainly shew, tliat they put a greater

value on their own imaginations, than on the very insti-

tution of Christ, who have thought it superfluous to use

wine in the holy supper, which, by the command and

prescription of our Lord, is a necessary part ; but, on

the contrary, have judged water necessary, which is of

human appointment, as it we were lett to our own li-

berty by the divine institution.

XII. But as it is possible, nay, frequently happens,

that, in some countries, neither bread nor wine are

used, as in America, and other parts of the world,

where, instead of bread, they have a food prepared of

pulse, or herbs, or of the fruits or even the bark of trees ;

and instead of wine, their drink is made of honey, or

sugar, or other aromatics, or even the juice of the

coco tree : it is justly queried, whether, in those coun-

tries, they are wholly to abstain from the Lord's supper,

or whether, instead of bread and wine, it may be law-

ful to use that food in the supper, which answers the

purposes of bread and wine, and is adapted for strength-

ening the body and cheering the heart. Indeed, we
think, that no rash innovations should be made in the

use of the sacraments : but then necessity has no law.

And it seems very hard, should any one take upon him

to order, that the natives and the foreigners in those

spacious countries of the world, should be deprived of

the Lord's supper, and their Christianity maimed with-

out the sacramental food. Especially, as the principal

thing in the analogy is retained, \\hen that food and

drink is made use of, by which the body may be pro-

perly nourished, and the heart made glad. Thus much
lor the symbols or elements.

XIII. Let us now con'oidcr the actions with respect

to the symbols. And they are either those of Christ,

to be performed, after his example, by liis ministers ;
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or of the disciples, to be imitated by the guests or com-

municants. The actions of C/irist are either words or

deeds ; and both these again either about the bread, or

about the rcinc.

XIV". Witli respect to the bread, there are four things

mentioned, which Christ did, 1, //^ /ooA the bread ;

namely, into his hand. For it was provided by an ex-

press canon of the Jewish law, that the master was

not to pronounce the blessing, till he took the bread

into his hand, that all might see, over what he pro-

nounced the blessing.

XV. 2. lie blessed it. This action is in the evantrc-

lists called eulogia, blessing, Matth. xxvi. 26. Mark
xiv. 22. at other times euch aristia, giving of thanks,

Luke xxii. 19. It is a fine saying of the Jews, men-

tioned by Buxtorf on this occasion :
" Man is forbid

to enjoy any thing in this world without a blessing.'*

But the usual form of blessing pronounced over the

bread, w^as this :
" Blessed be thou, O Lord our God,

King of the world, who producest bread out of the

earth." Yet it is more probable, Christ used a pecu-

liar form, and one adapted to the present case, where-

by he consecrated the bread to be a sacred symbol of

his body. For as, in other respects, Christ sanctified,

by blessing and giving of thanks, bread and other food

for natural use, Matth. xiv. 19. Luke ix. 16; so, by

this blessing and giving of thanks, he dedicated the

bread, as he did afterwards also the wine, set apart

from tlielr natural use, to be sacraments of his body and

blood

.

XVI. ?,. lie /;/y;Z<" the bread. And this also after

the manner of the Jews. For thus in the Talmud, ///.

BeracJiol,fol. r,0. col. 22. He (the master of the famih
)

blesses, and afterzeards brca/is. This the aj)ostlcs also

carefully observed. Hence, I Cor., x. Ki. 2'lie bread^^



Of the Lord's Supper. 427

ivhidi zee break. And tlierefore this is a mystical rite,

and, as it were, essential to the lioly supper ; at least

so necessary to the purity and compleatness of it, that

this whole feast is therefore called /he bj-eaking of breads

Acts ii. 42. &; xx. 7. Nor do they sufficiently clear

themselves of a violation of the Lord's institution, who,

keeping tlieir bread (if it may deserve that name) wdiole,

maintain, that they have tulfilled its purport, because

with them the lump is divided into many small wafers.

For that breaking of the lump is culinary, not mystical,

being performed in the kitchen, not in the cliurch, and

done before the sacrament, not at the administration of

it. It is to no purpose objected, that breaking among
the Jews is sometimes equivalent to distributing, as Is.

Iviii. 7. Deal (break) thy bread to the hungry ; and

Lam. iv. 4. The young children ask breads and no man
breaketh unto iheni. For to break is by a ?netale/)sis

taken for that distribution, which is made after the

breaking. But that none should feign any such meta-

lepsis in the words of the supper, these two actions of

Christ are distinctly mentioned, He broke, and He gave,

X\''II. 4. llie bread broken he gave to the disciples,

Alatth. xxvi. 2(5. And this also was accordintr to the

ancient custom of the Jews, of whom there is an cx-

])ress canon on this head in Maimonides :
" Jireakimr

it, he sets a piece before each, and the other," (to

whom it is given) " takes it up in his hand : nor is it

allowed to put it into the hand of the eater, unless he

is mourning." If therefore it was not a Jewish custom

to put the piece broken olT into the hand o\ the eater,

but to lay it before him, that he might take ir up with

his own hand ; how mucli less probable is it, that Christ

put that morsel into the mouths of hi;» disciples r They
\\\\o at this day observe that custom, deivart bolh from

t)).e practice of Clirist and from the purer anti.juity ; For
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believers were formerly wont to reach out tlieir liands to

take the sacredfood, as Dionysius Alexandrinus speaks

in EusebiuSy lib. vii. c. 8. But the other custom of put-

ting the bread into the mouth, seems to have begun

about the year 600 ; and was owing to nothing but a

superstitious veneration for the signs, which at length

di&generated into artolatryy or bread-worship. See Vos-

sius de s. ccen. symbol, disput. 3. § 4, 5.

XVIII. These then are the actions of Christ about

the bread. Let us now consider his ivords. And they

are twofold ; either preceptive or explicatory . The

preceptive either simply enjoin some acts, or at the

same time point out the end of those acts. The former

are contained in these words : Take, namely, that

which is broken, and set before you on the table.

Eat : exactly as in the paschal solemnity j Whoever is

hinigjy, let him come and eat of this bread of affliction.

7 he latter, in which the end is set forth, are these :

Do this in i^emembrance ofme. To do does not here sig-

nify, to make the body of Christ, or to sacrifice, as in

Virgil, Cufnfaciammtida, as some ridiculously contend

for : but is to be referred, partly to what our Lord'did;

the like to which was to be done by the apostles in dis-

charge of their office ;
partly to what he commanded

the disciples, as communicants, to do ; and regards

both the dispensing and the receiving. And this com-

mand ought to be compared with that concerning the

passover, Exod, xii. 24. And ye shall observe this thing

for an ordinance to thee and to thy sonsfor ever. More-

over, what he recommends concerning the remembrance

of himself, is also borrowed from the paschal ceremo-

nies. For the whole passover v/as celebrated,/or a me-

morial ol their miraculous deliverance out of Egypt,

Exod. xii. 14. And almost every circumstance, even

what the latter Jews added to the divine institution^,
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had tlieir peculiar memorial. But how the supper is 5

memorial of our Lord, shall be afterwards considered.

XIX. The explicatory words, in which the mystery

of the sacrament is explained, are these : This is vu)

bud}/, Matth. xxvi. 26. Mark xiv. 22. zvhich is givenfor
you, Luke xxii. 19. and brokenfor yoii^ 1 Cor. xi. 24.

And these things are also borrowed from the Jewish

antiquities and the paschal phrases. For when the Is-

raelites did eat their paschal bread, they were wont to

say, IJiis is that bread of affliction, which ijovr fathers

did eat in the land of Egypt. And what seeins to come
nearer the purpose, they called the roasted |amb, which

was served up in the paschal supper, the body of the

passover. But no one understood, or even could un-

derstand it otherwise, but that the bread, which they

yearly cat on the festival day, was a symbol and me-

morial of that bread, which their ancestors were for-

merly fed with in Egypt. In the same sense, there-

fore, the bread of the holy supper is called the body of

Christ. Hitherto they had slain and cat the body of the

paschal lamb, which was a type of the body of Christ,

afterwards to be delivered up to death for them : at

present, Christ, instead of the paschal lamb, gave them

bread for a symbol of his body ; in the partaking of

which holy bread, they were to have, for th.e future,

not a kind of type of things to come, or a mernoiial of

a typical deliverance, but the body of Christ, Col. ii.

1 4. the very substance, as it were, of things already

done, and of a solid and eternal deliverance. It is

therefore exident, that they have wandered a great dis-

tance from the scope of our Lord's words^, who would
infer from them a change of the substance of the bread

into the body of Christ ; because ?.s this is most con-

trary to all reason, so al.-.o to the nature of sacraments

Vol. ill. 3 G
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and sacramental language. Thus much concerning the

actions and words of Christ, with respect to the bread.

XX. Now follows W'hat he both did and said with

respect to the cup. There are three things Christ did

with respect to this. 1. He took the cup, as the mas-

ter of the family usually did among the Jews, taking it

in both his hands, before he pronounced the blessing

over it.

XXI. 2. He gave thanks : separately over the cup.

For thoufrb blessins: the bread consecrates all other

kinds of food and liquors without any further consecra-

tion ; yet, according to the doctors of the Jewish law,

that does not serve for the wine ; but a peculiar blessing

is appointed for it on account of its singular excellence/.

The ordinary form of blessing w^as thus : Blessed be

thou, O Lord our God, King of the zcorld, zcJio createst

thefruit of the vine. But w^e are here to maintain, what

we asserted concerninir blessinp- the bread, that it is

consistent with truth, that Christ, at this time, made

use of a peculiar form of consecration. On account of

this blessing, Paul calls it the cup of blessing, 1 Cor. x.

16. probably in imitation of that cup, which the Jews

called the cup of blessiiig the table, or of thanksgiving,

wdth w^iich the feast was closed. And this cup Christ

also took after supper, 1 Cor. xi. 25.

XXII. 3. He gave it to them ; namely, his disciples.

For it was the custom of the Jews, that all the guests,

after the master of the family had tasted it, should

driqk some of it. Hence it is probable, that Christ,

after blessing, first drank of the cup ; which those w-ords

seem to intimate, which we have in Matth. xxvi. 29.

I icill nut drink henceforth of thisfruit of the vine, Sec.

and then distributed it among: his discirsles.

XXIII. We might here inquire, why nothing is said

oipouring out the wine, whichj in other respects, an-
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swers to breaking tlic bread, hut Buxtor^ in Exerci-

tat. dc prime cannc ritlbus elforma, by which I grate-

full/ own I have profited very much on this subject,

learnedly assigns tbe reason of that, namely, that the

Jews, in their ordinary entertainments, observed no pe-

culiar rite about pouring out the wine. This was done

promiscuously by a servant, or any other person, as oc-

casion offered. But in the feast ot the passover, they

order, that, if by any means it can be done, the master

of the family do not pour it out himsell", but endeavour

to get it done by another ; because every tiling at this

feast ought to be done with an air of magnificence, to

denote their liberty from Egyptian bondage, to which

they were restored. And therctwe it is very probable,

that neither our Lord himself, nor his apostles, but some

servant attending at the feast, belonging to the family

of him, who gave the furnished room to Christ, poured

out the wine at the command of our Lord, Whence it

appears, that our churches also in this respect come

nearest to antiquity, in which the elders or deacons per-

form that ofHce.

XXiV. Christ's zmrds with respect to the tv//;, cor-

respond with those he had spoken about the bread, and

they are, first, simply prcccp/ive. Drink yc all of it^

Matlli. xxvi. 27. where that universal particle has its

peculiar emphasis : then he shevvs the cndy This do ye^

as (ft as ye drink il, in remembrance (f mCy 1 Cor. xi.

25. all which is clear from what was before said. The
explicalory words are. This is my blood of Uic Neio Tes-

iamcnly icliieli is shedfor many^for Lite remission (f sins,

Matth. xxvi. 28 : that is, the wine contained in this

cup, is th.e symbol of blood, not the typical blood, as

was that of the paschal lamb, but of my blood ; by

which is ratified, not that same Old Testament, which

the blood of the lamb, they had now eaten, did ratity
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and confirm ; but a new and a better testament, which

brings not a typical, but a real remission ; conjoined,

not with the rigorous demands of the hand-writing, but!

with the giving a discharge in virtue *of my blood, very

soon to be shed, not to a few among the Israelites, but

to very many nations all over the world. Thus much
concerning the actious of C/irist shout the symbols.

XXV. Next follow the actions of the disciples, and

consequently of the other guests. And these, accord-

ing to Christ's appointment, are three : first, to receive

both the bread and the cup : but each separately : for

so Christ distributed them : in this manner he com-

manded his people to take them : thus the body of

Christj as broken for us ; his blood as poured out of his

body, arfe more distinctly represented : and in fine, as

a complete entertainment requires both meat and drinkj

so this most complete Spiritual repast, which we have

in Christ, is thus most excellently represented. And
therefore We cannot so well approve of that custom,

which prevailed in Cyprian's time, to give a piece of

bread dipt in Vv-ine, to infants and the sick : w hich was

the practice in some places, about the year of Christ

5 40, in the public and ordinarv celebration of the sa-

crament. The same judgment wc are to pass on the

clistom of the Greeks, who crumble the co^isecrated

bread into the wine, and take it out with a spoon.

XXVI. The other action of the guests is to cat the

bread taken : for this is the immediate end of its being

distributed and taken. Vv'hencc it lol low's, that those

destroy the end of the sacrament, who take the bread

or host, as they call it, tliat they may keep it honorably

in a /)7/i: or box. This is altogether contrary both to

the institution of Christ, and the custom of tlie ancient

church. For Christ has expressly coFnmandcd, .they

should directly cat. And Iixleed, as the ar.cicnt Chri'.-
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tians under Heathen emperors, by reason of the danger

of persecution, could not at all times have priests, eat

part publiclv, and part they carried home ;
yet they by

no means kept- it in a religious manner, in order to

adore, but to cat it on the next occasion. To this pur^

pose is the decree of the council of Saragosa, which

Was held in the year 3S1, canon C. " If any person is

coTiVi-nced, that he has not used the received grace of

the euchatist, let him be Anathema for ever." For that

purpose also the eucharist was publicly kept by the

priest, to be carried cut of the ordinary course, to the

sick, not to be adored, but eaten. But in the earliest

times, as the sacrament was celebrated every day, it

was to no purpose to lay by the eucharist 5 but when

the supper was publicly administered, it might be sent

by the hands of the deacon to the sick, or to those who
were absent on some other account. Which Justin,

Apolog. Sccunda, mentions, was often done in his time.

But what was left of the supper, or not made use of,

was either thtown into the fire, or given to the school-

boys to eat ; as V'ossius has proved from the second

council of Mascon, from Hesvchius and Evaq-rius Scho-

lasticus, DlspuL 3. de s. cceiut Dumia. symb. § S.

XXVII. The third action of the guests is, io drink

the consecrated wine out of the cup. It is remarkable,,

lliat our Lord said concerning the cup, not only,. Take

this, and divide it among yourselves:, Luke xxii. 17. but

likewise added a mark of universality. Drink ye all of

it, Matth. xXvi. 27. And we are told how they com-

plied with this command, Mark xiv. 2 1-. And they all

drank of it. As if the Lord Jesus purposely intended

to obviate the sacrilegrious boldness of those iiien v.'hoo
deprive the laics, as they call the common people, of

the consecrated cup. 'Tis an insipid exception, tiiat

the all ought to be restricted to the apostles, to vv'honi
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our Lord is there only speaking. For the apostles, m
that ease, represented the whole church. And unless

the Papists will own this, whence will they ever prove,

that -the eating ot the bread belongs to the laity or com-

mon people ; especially, as no universal particle is add-

ed to that command ? We add the authority of the

apostle Paul, who dissuades the Vv'hi^le church ot Co-

rinth by this topic trom the worship of idols : because,

says he, ye cannut drink /he eiip of ike Lord and (he cup

of devils, 1 Cor,- x. 21. and again writing to the whole

church, As often as ye eat (his bread and drink this cup,

ye do she:o the Lord's dea(h, &c. Where he all along

joins the eating of the bread and the drinking of the

cup, as actions to be alike performed by the same per-

sons, 1 Cor. xi. 26.—29.

XXVIIL But who are they on whom it is incum-

bent to observe these duties according to Christ's com-

mand ? Paul has briefly resolved this, I Cor. xi. 28,

29. Let a man examine himself, and so lei him eat of

(hat bread, and drink of that cup : for lie that eateth and

drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to

himself not discerning the Lord's body. In which

words he shews, 1 . That no person should approach

the table of the Lord, but he who, having a knowledge

of the sacred mysteries, can discern the Lord's body,

and, in some measure at least, understands the analo-

gy betvveen the sacred symbols and the thing signified

by them, and on that occasion can shew the Lord's

death. 2. That there is also required in the communi-

cant that experience of the ways ot God about the elect,

as to be able to cxan^ine himselt ; whether, besides

the external profession of faith, he hath also the genui:;

ine marks of the Iloly Spirit dwelling in him, or, which

is the same thino", of a sincere aiid internal Christiani-

ty : such as, the sorrow of a pcniteiit heart, which is
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after a godly manner ; a lively fnith resting on Chris^,

as the alone Author of lite 3 in fine, an unfeigned love

towards God and his neighbour, joined with an effec-

tual purpose of reformation of lite. Whoever, upon a

previous examination, finds these things in himself, is

not to account himself an unacceptable guest to the

Lord.

XXIX. These things were carefully observed in tlie

ancient church, while zeal was icrvent, and discipline

-in its vigour. How diligent they were in instructing

the catechumens, with what circumspection they acted

in admitting them to the holy sacrament, cannot be

unknown to those, who have but just looked into the

writings ot the fathers. And that none but the worthy

might come to the communion, the deacon called out

with a loud voice to all, before the administration.

Sang T A Sanctis, Hohj things to the lioly ; and the

priest, SuRsuM corda. To Iwavenuitli your hearts.

To which words the faithful answered, llahemus ad

Domimiw, " We have raised them to the Lord." Li

Clement also, Const it. Lib. ii. c. 61. the deacon duly, at

the beginning of the communion, says to the people,

" Let- none have a grudge against another, none be in

a state of hypocrisy." And the custom of the Greeks,

at this day, differs not from this : among wliom they

who are to communicate, turn themselves to every side

of the church, and on bended knees address those

around them, " Forgive us, brethren, we have sinned

both in word and deed." To which they who were

present ansv/cred in this manner, " Brethren, God will

forgive us." Moreover, just when the communicant
was to partake of the sacred feast, he addresses himself

to Christ in these words :
" I will not kiss thee as Ju-

lias did, but, after the example of the thief, 1 confess

to thee : Lord, remember me, wlicn thou comcst into
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thy kingdom." These things we have in Chiistophorus

Angleus, de stahL hodiernovum Grcecoriim, c. 23.

XXX. We may easily gather from what we have

quoted from Paul, what to think of the communion of

infants. It appears to have been a custom in the an-

cient church, to put the symbols of the holy supper into

the mouths of infants just after baptism. A practice

still observed by the Orientals. I will here subjoin the

words of Metrophanes Critopulus, Hieromonachus*

Confess, c. 9. " But even infants themselves are par-

takers, beginning immediately upon their baptism, and

afterw^ards as often as the parents will. And if any

one should blame us for the communion of infants, we
can easily stop his mouth. For if he be an Anabaptist,

we use this saying against him : Suffer little children,

and forbid them not to come unto me, Matth. xix. 14.

And also that other. Except ye eat thefiesh of the Son

of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you,

John vi. 53. But the prophetess Hannah makes very

much for us, who dedicated Samuel from his early in-

fancy to God ; who also requires the first-born of the

Jews to be given up to him, from their very birth,

though not yet endowed with a competent measure of

understanding. But if our adversary be no Anabaptist,

we will also use the very same arguments against him,

which he uses for infants against the Anabaptists ; that

as they ought to be baptized, so also to be made par-

takers of the Lord's supper. And thus with the help

of Gcd we have irot the better of our arfi^ument." Thus

far Metrophanes.

XXXL But we are of a quite different opinion.

For all the words of our Lord's command (with respect

to this sacrament) are so expressed, that they cannot

belong to infants, who can neither receive the bread

nor eat it^ unless it be chewed lor them or soaked. For
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babes aj^eftd icllh miln, and not. icith meaty 1 Cor. iii. 2.

Ileb. V. 12. Infants cannot examine themselves, nor dis-

cern the Lord's body, nor shew his death ; all which we
have just heard, the apostle requires of communicants.

XXXII. The arguments of Metrophanes are very

easily refuted. For, 1. It does not follow, because

our Lord was wiUhig, that young children should come

to him, and declared, that theirs was the kingdom of

heaven, that they are to partake of the supper. Christ

is there speaking of spiritual and mystical communion
widi himself, which does not imply any sacramental

communion whatever ; but that only, of which the

subjects he is speaking of are capable. 2. The nature

of baptism and of the supper is different. Baptism is

the sacrament of regeneration and ingrafting in the

church : in the administration of which, the person to

be baptized is merely- passive : to the receiving of that,

the scripture does not so universally require self-exami-

nation, and the shewing the Lord's death. And there-

fore it may be properly applied to young children.

But the supper is the sacrament of nutrition, by m.eans

ot a solid food ; to the partaking whereof, the commu-
nicants are required to perform certain actions both by

the body and the soul ; of wlrich infants are incapa-

ble ; and therefore it belongs to those who are come to

the years of discretion, and not to little children. 3.

Our Lord, John vi. 53. is not treating of a sacramental,

but of a spiritual and mystical eating by faith. Lor nei-

ther was the eucharist then instituted or known : *nor

will any one readily urge such an absolute necessity for

the eucharist, as that without it none can be saved ;

which yet our Lord asscjjs of tliat eating of his flesh.

4. 1 he example of the prophetess Hannah, who conse-

crated Samuel a little child to God, is not at allto the

purpose. For nothing can be concluded from that, but

Vol. 111.
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that it is a pait of the duty ot parents, to give up their

children, as early as possible, to the obedience and ser-

vice of God. 5. And what they pretend concerning

the dedication of the first-born of the Jews to God, is

still more impertinent. For that dedication of the first-

born, previous to the setting apart the tribe of Levi,

shewed that they were God's, and to be employed in

his service : in them the other children were accounted

to be consecrated, and even the whole family ; and in

a word, they were types of Christ, in whom, as the

first-born among many brethren, all the families of the

earth are blessed. All which have nothing to do with

the participation of the eucharist.

XXXIIL In the ancient church, the communion of

the Lord's supper was far more frequently celebrated

than it is at this day. It is the advice of Basil to Ca2sa-

rea Patricia, EpisL 289. " Certainly, to communicate

every day, and to partake of the holy body and blood

of Christ, is a good and useful practice." Thus also

Augustine relates in his former epistle to Januarius,

that some communicated everi/ day. And to this sense

some people wrested the daily bread, mentioned in the

Lord's prayer : as Fortunatus j
" But the asking our

daily bread, seems to insinuate, that we should every

day, if possible, reverently take the communion of his

body." Afterwards the church increasing in numbers,

but abating in zeal, the clergy communicated daily

with their priest, while the people thought they had
done their duty, if they communicated every Lord's

day. But neither did they stop here : for the people

knowing no measure to their neglect, it was decreed

in several synods, that whoever did not communicate
every third Lord's day at least, should be cut off from

the church. At last matters came to that pass, that

the ^people scarce communicated on any other days,

than the most solemn festivals, especially on the Easter
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Iwly-clays. Compare what we have already quoted,

sect. 7. from Ilonorius Auo^ustodiinensis. This nejrlect

of the commori people was frequently reprimanded with

severity by the holy men of God. But that custom,

which enjoins the communicating once a-year, was so

displeasing to Calvin, that he did not scruple to call it

a most certain device of the devil ; and thinks, we are

by all means so to order matters, as that no meeting of

the church be zciliiout the word, prayers, andpartaking

of the supper : gathering from Acts il. 42. that such was

the practice of the apostolical church, where Luke says,

that the
_
faithful continued steadfisth/ in the apostles doc-

trine, andfelloU'Ship, and in breaking of bread, and in

prayers. He at least imagines, the supper maybe
most decently administered, if each week at least It be

set before the church. See Instit. lib. Iv. c. 17. § 43.—

-

47. Alas ! what a departure Is there, at this day, from

the sanctity and zeal of the ancients ! Yet, as our Lord

has determined nothing as to the time, and in general

only recommended frequent communion, by that word,

as oft, 1 Cor. xi. 25, 2G. a certain medium, especially

amidst such a corruption of manners, should seem to be

observed ; lest, cither by the too frequent use, this sa-

cred foo.d should be disesteemed, or we should slight or

neglect that august table of the Lord.

XXXIV. Let us now come to the mystical sig-

nification of the supper, and Introduce the beloved

spouse of Christ into the Inner bed-chamber, where she

may delight herself, not with any outward appearance

or figure, but cxuk and melt avvay In the most desirable

embraces of her Husband, and in the pleasures of the

purest love ; and forgetting the world, torgetting her-

self, but full of Christ, she may dissolve away in reci-

procal returns of mutual fondness. For this purpose

the holy supper is to be considered, L As a sign, teach-

ing us by the institution of Christ. IL A^ a seal, ratify-
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ing the promises of the New Testament. 111. As a

stipulation, or solemn engagem.ent, binding on us everj

duty of piety and love.

XXXV. ^ If we consider the supper as a sign, given

us for instruction ; it exhibits a rcmemhrcnice of Christ,

and a lively representation of most of phrt. kton tes

E U S E B E I A S H E M O N M Y S T E R 1 O N , tlie aicful IVyslei'icS

ofour religion, as the Greek fathers often speak. The

bread signifies the body ofChrist. For as bread sirength-

eneih man's heart, Psal. civ. 15. so the flesh of Christ

and the spiritual blessings and graces, purchased for us

by Christ, when he was incarnate, are the food of our

soul, supporting and strengthening it in the spiritual

life, into the hope of life eternal : I am iJie living bread

zohich came downfrom heaven : if any raan eat of this

bread, he shall live for ever : and the bread that I xvill

give, is my flesh, zvhich I will give for the life of the

zvorld, John vi. 51. Again, as corn, from which bread

is prepared, is ground to meal, kneaded to dough, and

baked in the oven, before it can be agreeable and

wholesome food for man ; so, in like manner, the Cap-

tain of our salvation was made perfect through various

sufferings, Heb. ii. 10. and scorched both in the fire of

the divine wrath kindled against our sins, and in the

flames of his own love.

XXXVI. The wine signifies the blood oi Christ. For

as wine allays the thirst, revives the animal spirits,

cheers the heart, Psal, civ. 15. Prov. xxxi. G, 7. and

makes the maids cheerful (elo(]ucnt) Zcch. ix. 17 3 so.

in like manner, the grace purchased by the blood of

Christ, allays the thirst of our soul, abundantly satisfy-

ing all our holy longings, John iv. M. to a kind of a

holy and mystical ebriety, l^sal. xxx\i. 8. Cant. v. 1 ;

it supports and sustains the soul, when sick of love.

Cant. ii. 5 ; and />///.? gladness into tlie heart, more than

in the time thai (Jtc corm and :vine of ivorbllii men art'
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increased, Psal. iv. 7 ; in fine, causes the lips of those

that are askcp to speak. Cant. vii. 9. and to become elo-

quent in the praises of God and of his Christ. And
Iience it is, that the Lord compares the participation

of his grace to afeast cf Jat things, a feast of ztines on

the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of zcines on the

lees well refined. Is. xxv. 6. And we must not omit,

that as wine is squeezed with much force from the grapes

when trodden in the wine-press ; so in like manner the

Lord Jesus ivas straitened, Luke xii. 50. and oppressed

with much anguish, that the blood might flow to us from

his blessed body, and his spiritual grace with his blood.

XXXVII. When the dispenser of the mysteries of

God tahes the bread and the cup of blessing into his

hands, before the eves of the hiithfnl, that seems to in-

timate, that Christ was thus constituted and taken to

be AlediaLor, and set forth to believers, to he a propi-

tiation through faith in his blood, Rom. iii. 25. The

blessing and thanksgiving pronounced over the bread

and wine teach us, that Christ is that blessed seed of

Abraham, in xclioni God hath blessed us with all spiri-

tual blessings in heaven
Ij/

places, Eph. i. 3. and the

greatest gift of divine bounty, for which to all eternity

we shall not be able to render suitable thanks : nor are

we to set about this sacred feast, otherwise than by de-

vout prayers, and a grateful acknowledgement of that

infinite mercy, which the Lord vouchsafes to us, who
are so unworthy. Tlie breaking ot the bread represents

the breaking of Christ's body, especially that bv death ;

for the soul is the band, by which all the parts of the

body are preserved united. But, on its departure, the

carcase is nothing but a heap of dusty particles, which

are soon to be separated upon Its putrefaction. Vv'hicli

would also have been the case with the dead body of

Christ, had not a speedy resurrection prevented that

holy One of the Lord from seeing I'orruption. The
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pnuri}}^:' Old of the wine represents tlie sheddiiig of

Christ's blood, that especially which was done on the

cross, for the conlirmation of the New Testament. And
thus in the holy supper, there is a commemoration of

the death of Christ, not in words onlr, but a]s9 by

those mvstieal rites. The distribution of these sacred

pledges is a figure or emblem of that gratuitous offer,

by which the Lord Jesus, with all his saving benefits,

is presented to the elect, with the most alluring invita-

tions to accept of him : nor offered only, but actually

reached out, and freely given to believers lor their eter-

nal salvation. In the preaching of the gospe], there is

also a certain, but a more general offer of Christ made

to all, who seriously long after his grace. But in the

distribution of the sacrament, a much more particular

offer and communication of spiritual grace is given to

everv belicvin"; communicant,

XXX\^III. But when believers ix'ccivc the bread

and wine, they declare by that action, that they receive

by a true faith Christ himself, and all he is, that they

may have a right to become the sons of God, John i.

12. But the eating the bread and drinldng the wine

signify something more. And Jirst, they really set

forth the devout and lively employment of the soul, en-

gaged in holy meditations on Christ, who is all its de-

sire, that it may derive from him every thing it knows

to be needful tor its spiritual lite. For what feeding is

to the body, that meditation is to the soul : wherebv,

from the things the thoughts are employed about, it

sucks a suitable aliment, as the body is nourished by

eating, yl^ain, these actions also signify that intimate

union which subsists between Christ and believers : as

meat and drink, when put into the mouth, are not onlv

received into the stomach, but also converted into the

very substance of the person. This union the scripture

calls an abode, John xiv. 23. a joining, 1 Cor. vi. 17.
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the same buch/, Eph. iii. 6. Lasl.lij, they represent that

sweetest delight, which the hungry and thirsty soul en-

joys from the fruition of Christ and his grace ; not only

believing, but seeing and tasting, that the Lord is good,

Psal. xxxiv. 9. 1 Pet. ii. 3. And as ail are paTtakers

of one bread and of cue wine, this is a figure of that

amicable unity, whereby they who partake of the same

sacred feast, arc united together, as domestics of the same

Lord : for ii:e keiitS, many arc une bread and one body ;

for zve are all partakers of that one bread, 1 Cor. x. 17.

XXXIX. But in the holy supper, we have some-

thing more than an instructing sign. It is likewise a

seal ratffyini^ to us the promises and grace of God.

And.^V.v/, it really seals all the promises of the covenant

ofgrace, which was formerly sealed to believers by the

passover, and all those other sacrificial feasts to which

they were admitted. Again, more especially, the pro-

mises of the New Testament, better than those of the

Old, which the fathers were obliged to be satisfied

with. And in this respect the supper of the Christians

greatly excels the passover : This is my blood of the

New Testament, which is shedfor many for the remis-

sion of sins, Matth. xxvi. 28 ; in order to a real and not

a typical expiation of sin, blotting out thtj hand-writing,

quenching our thirst, and enjoying a fulness of deligiit

in perfect liberty. Infine, it most especially seals some
saving blessings, both of this life, and of that to come.

XL. The blessings of this life, which are sealed to

us by the supper, are principally three. 1. Intimate

union and communion with Christ, as niade perfect by

sufferings. Had it pleased our Lord, to give to his dis-

ciples a piece cut oil' from his body for them to eat, or

some drops of his blood to drink ; even that of itself

would not be sufTicient to salvation, nor have accom-

plished a saving communion with Clirist, which is not

a carnal, but a spiritual thing : yet the disciple;» \\Qu\d
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thereby have had a very effectual sign of the m^vsticnl

union. But now he substitutes bread in place of his

body, wine in place of his blood, when he says, TJiis

is my body ; this is my blood : and bids us be no less

assured, by that pledge, of his mystical communion,

than if we took his very body and blood into our hands

and mouth. 2. The conservation, and nourishment,

the strength and increase of spiritual life, which flow

from communion with Christ. As, by the use of bread

and wine, he who communicates, experiences his bo-

dily strength renewed ; so at the same time it is inti-

mated to the believing soul, that he shall not want that

grace of Christ, yvh\c\\ givclh potver to thefaint, and to

them that have no might increaseth strength. Is. xl. 29.

3. A satisfying fulness of every desirable good, which

neither the world could bestow upon any, nor the beg-

garly elements of the world separated from Christ, fur-

nish the ancient Jews with ; while the Lord Jesus, pre-

senting these symbols, calls out to believers ; Ho ! even;

one that thirsteth, come ye to the zualers, and he thai

hath no money ; come ye, buy and eat ; yea, come, buy

zvine and milk witlwut money, and loithout price. JFhere-

fore do ye spend money for that which is not bread f and

your labourfor that zahich satisfieth not ? Hearken dili-

gently unto me, ai^d eat ye that which is good, and let

your soul delight itself in fatness. Is. Iv. 1, 2.

XLI. The blessing of die life to come, an earnest of

which Christ gives us in the supper, is that most abun-

dant satisfactory tulness of glory, both in soul and body,

which the psalmist has described Psal. xvi. 11. & xvii.

1 5. and which is frequently represented under the simi-

litude of a marriage-feast.

XLII. Last ot all, with respect to us, the holy sup-

per is a kind o^ solemn engagement, strongly binding us

to c\ cry duty of piety and love, both to Christ and to

our nciglibour. It binds us to Christ in several respects.
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1 . In general, on receiving this earnest of the covenant

of grace, in which Christ joins himself to us in ^ mar-

riage covenant, we, by that very thing, promise, and

openly declare, and avow, by an oath, that we shall

fulfil every duty of a chaste, faithful, and loving spouse

towards him. Every one of the communicants, by this

public and solemn feast, which is appointed for con-

firming this mystical marriage, makes an open profes-

sion of that before God, angels, and the whole church.

Whoever partakes of the bread broken, and wine pour-

ed out, says to Christ, if not in plain words, and an ex-

plicit meditation on the thing, yet in the implicit mean-

ing of his act ; " As 1 desire. Lord, to be a partaker of

thy body broken, and blood shed for my salvation ; so

I declare, that I deserve to have my body, no less than

this bread, broken or torn in pieces, to have my blood,

no less than this wine, poured out, if, in the renewal of

this covenant, I shall, with an evil and perfidious heart,

break my word to thee." 2. Besides, as in the commu-
nion of the holy 'supper, the greatest, and an almost in-

credible instance of the love of the Lord Jesus towards

us, is held forth not only before our eyes, but exhibited

to our taste ; in like manner it is proper, that the flames

of our love towards him, be, in the participation of that

feast, kindled up, and the love of him beyond .all other

love kept inviolate, and become the object of our admir-

ing thoughts. In the same breath, that the spouse was

setting forth the love of her beloved to be better than

wine ; and infinitely preferring the kisses of his mouth to

all other things, the most desirable in other respects ; she

also adds. Cant. i. 2, 3. Therefore do the virgins love him.

?,. As the holy supper is especially instituted in remem-

brance of our Lord, and in commemoration ot his death,

believers, in the use of it, are bound to have always tresli

in their memory the Lord Christ,, and the droadtul suf-

Vol. III. 3 X
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ferings he underwent, which are the most solid founda-

tion of our hope, and the only matter of our consolation

;

and to esteem Christ crucified, as a bundle ofmyrrJt, lyini;

all night betwiil our hreasis. Cant. i. 13. 4. and lastly.

As a greater mark of familiarity, our Ix»rd desires a mu-
tual supper, Iivlllsupzviih him, and he with me. Rev. iii.

20. It is therefore proper, that they who are entertained

by our Lord with so magnificent a feast, should be care-

ful to give him a becoming entertainment in return : in-

vite him to come into his garden, and eat his pleasant

fruits. Cant. iv. 16. and give him to drink of spiced wine,

and of thejuice ofihcirjwmegranate^ Cant. viii. 2. That

is, they should give him delight by the sincere practice of

internal Christianity ; than which neither spices, nor the

honeycomb, nor milk, nor wine, can be sweeter to him.

XLIIL To conclude, by the use of the supper we
are also bound to the practice of brolheily concord, and

the sincerest love towards our brethren and sisters, par-

takers with us of the same table : that in the hearing,

and with the applaud of angels, may be sung in the

church of God, with one mouth and one heart. Behold!

how good and how pleasant it isfor brctlwen to dwell to-

gether in n'nilit, Psal. cxxxiii. 1. Thus the apostolic

church hath set us an example for imitation ; AndVuey

continuing daily with one accord in the teuiple, and

breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat

witJi gladness and singleness of heart, Acts ii. 46. To
this purpose was the holy kiss, by which they, on all

occasions, kept up a mutual peace ; of which frequent

mention is made in scripture, and of which, especially in

these rites of the supper, the innocent use was for some

time continued among Christians. God grant we may
,in such a manner solemnize this mystical supper on earth,

that we may eternally feast with Christ in heaven.

A \l E X.
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y^ARON a type of Christ, iii. 64.

Soe Priesthood

Abba, Father, ii. 201'

Abel a type of Christ's humiliation,

iii. 51

Abib, whence so called, iii. 147

Abraham, God's covenant with, ii.

42 t. Wliether the Trinity appeared,

420. His faith, 42S. His seed, 423.

Why mentioned in the singular number,

4'29. Hisbo-om, 3:>3

Abrogation of the covenant of worlcs,

i. 20C, &c. Unliappily explained by

some, 208. Sec Ark, Covenant, New

Testament, Sacrifices

Adam, haw considered, i- 59, 64.

Not at first the adopted Son of God, nor-

};ad a right to the injieritance, 87, 88.

Without paradise when created, 140, 6.3.

Not ignorant of the Trinity-, 60. Nor fell

on the day of his creation, 169. Was

himself seduced, 1S4. Not obliged to

what was simply impossible, 198. Was

free, 193

Add druni^-r^nncss to tl-.irst, what, iii.

Adoption, ii. 17.5' The privilege of

both Testaments common to believers in

a!!, but differeul as to degrees, 182, .3.

Not to l;e denied to Old Testament be-

lievers, iii. 276

Adoption, Spirit of, ii. 195. Aijes

19;;. iii. 274. His operations, ii. 197.

More rare under the Old Tf^lament, 199.

More plentiful in t!iC beginning of the

2v*.'vvTcstameii(, 201. Sauffiftes s,< well

as comforts, 213. See Abba, Testimony

Afl^eetions corrupted, ii. 228. Sanc-

tified, 234

Agony of Christ in the garden, i. 303

Augel interpreter, ii. 441

Angel strengthening Christ, no reason

wliy his sufferings in the garden were nol

satisfactory, i. 325

Angels ministry at the giving of the

law, iii. 6. About the manna, 198, 9.

Tiioir Special dominion in the Old Tei-

tanient church rejected, 279, SO

Ap'aesis and paresis, iii. 267, 8

Apostasy neither total nor lina!, caw

bcfal believers, ii. 294, 5

Appearances, divine, give sufficient

evidences of their divinity, ii. 419

Ark of the covr-nant described, iii. 67.

Mistical signification, 69. Centre of

the ceremonies, 338. Renio>al of it

promised as a sign of the most happy-

period, 339. and imports the abrogatioa

of all the ceremonies, 347. None in.

the second temple, and why John saw

one in heaven, 75

Ark of Noah a type both of Chiist

and the church, iii. 54, 55

Articles of justification various, ii. 138

Assent of faith, ji. 80. Sometimes

staggered, 84

Assurance of election aitaiuahlc, ii.

2G. Mannci- of it, 27. Iniportaiue of

if to promote godliness, 28, 29. Tli«

interest of the elect to strive for it, 2S

A'-suraiice of lui'.h, ii. 8 1. Ois-alv.i-

tioi., 521.

A^-sured Ijelievcr, mejiitation of, ii. 29

A.:awl. wjiat, iii. 7.8. Mvsie;-; . SI
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B.

JjALAAM not ElUiu, ii. -llj. His

])rophcfj-, 4 t.i, C

Kaptizcil into Moses, \vhat, iii. 178, 9

Baptism, Christ submiltod to it, J.

5S2. or the Israelites, tiic manner, iii.

384. In the cloud aiifl in the sqs, 178,9.

Of the Jews twofold, 383, 4. Of John,

r)87. Compared with the New Testa-

ment baptism, 389. Whrlher by im-

merMon or aspersion, 3P0. By one or

three applications of w ater, 394. Forni

of words to be used, 295. Mystery, 396.

Of infants, defended, 410, 11. Suc-

ceeded circumcision, 413. Is of praeti-

cal use, 414

Beginning from the, vhat, ii. 18

Benefits cf the covenant of grace, ii.

1. See Old, New Te.stamcnt

Eodijes of believers raised the same in

substance, but different in qualili s, ii.

3«n

Body, the fortress of sin, ii. '2'29.

Ho'.v sanctified, '.^35

Bohemians, their custom in baptizing

infants, iii. 415

Bondage, Spirit oT, what, and win-

ascribed to the Old Testament, iii. 307

Bone of ti\e passover not to be broken,

iii. 1T4

Book of life, to be blotted out of it,

•what, ii. 25. Writing in it various, S.

Original of that way of speaking, ib.

Book of scripture and of conscience,

ii. 27

Bread, cniumon, to be used in the

Lord's supper, iii. 4i!3. Whether lea-

vened or not, ih. Blessing of it, what,

,426. Breaking ncccssarj-, ib. Gi\ ing

and eating what, 4'27. Mystery ofUic.se

rites, 439. Hov,- r resembiimce of

CliVisrs body, -i W. Kot to be k-pt in

a box, 452 .

Bruiiie the serpent's head, w hat, ii. 378CC.MX, s'lipnvc his name, ii. Si !.

See ii\c

Call external and internal, ii. 33. See

Nature '

Calling effectual, ii. 30. Internal ef-

fected by divine power, 45. Consis-

tent with human libert}-, 46. Of the

Gentiles, iii. 332

Canaan a type of the heavenly inheri-

tance, iii. 231

Ceremonies a privilege to Israel, iii.

235. Kot a tjurtlien only, but seals of

grace, 235. A vail, 300. Elements

of the world, 302. A yoke and. sign of

childhood, 303, 4. A wall of partition,

304. A iiand-writing, 305

Cherubim, their figure and shape, iii.

68. An emblem of tiie angels, 71

Children of God, marks of, ii, 207.

Excellent condition of, 188, 189. See

Sons

Christ, why man, i. 266. Holj', 270.

Born ofa viri^in, 272. True God, 274.

The Son, 276. God-man, 278. How

infeiior to the Father, 253. Could not

sin, 257. Whether he merited for him-

self, 263, 4. A Priest from the begin-

ning of his life, 317. The author of

sah ation from the beginning, 420. Cou-

• ccnied in siuictification, ii. 241. To be

j
imitated, 262. Consideration of him a

mean of sanctification, 272. The soul

of the Old Testament, iii. 40, 41. So-

cinians deny, that, in any respect, he

lived after his death, ii. 353. Sec Ago-

ny, Death, Justification, Law, Obedi-

ence, Riyiitcousness, Sacramenfs, Suf-

ferings

Church built on a rock, ii. 309

Circumcision, iii. 121. A domestic

sacrament at first, 122. Of women, 128.

Necos9il\, 128. The minister, 131.

Theni\stery, 133. Duration, 1.37. A-

I bro'^ation,- 137. Will be renounced by

the jews after their conversion, 140. A
yoke, ik 453. Of Christ, what it signi-

fied, 5?'?. «Of the heart under the Old

Testament, iii. 249. Sec Egyptians,!:-

thionians
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Cloud in the wiklwness, iii. 183

Coats of skins, iii. 105

Concurrence divine, i. 194, 5

Conflict lx-t\veen the flesh and the spi-

rit, ii. '280

Conscience good, what, iii. 397.

Answer of, ib.

Conservation of believers, ii. 294.

Orthodox doctrine promotes both piety

and comfort, 327. The object of it, 294.

Part of Christ's purchase and interces-

sion, 306

Covenant, significations of, i. 46.

To cut or strike, ib. To be renewed, ii.

27tj. Of salt, i. 51. Twofold, 56. Of
*

the decalogue, iii. j7

Covenant of grace described, i. 226.

Between the Father and the Son, ib.

Periods, 244. Law, 246. Has no pro-

per conditions, 401. With the elect,

397. One in substance, 41 1. See Son,

Threatening^

Covenant of works, i. 56. Abroga-

tion, how, 206. Not to be renewed,

218. See Promises

Creation, the first a tv-pe of the se-

otjnd, iii. 46

Crucifixion of Christ, how represent-

ed by tlie pas«over, i. 394 •

Cup, the taking and giving, wha<<, iii.

430. Signification, 431. To be re-

ceived by all, 433

Curse, the fathers not under, iii. 239

Cutting a soul off frgin his people,

«hat, iii. 128

D
D.

AVID not cut oft' lionj Chri.t by

liis adultery, ii. 313

Dead to sin, >that, ii. 230

Death contains tlie miacric* of th'S life,

i. 110, Of the body threatened in Gen.

ii. 17. 104. Spiritual, UU. ii. 50. Sec

Spiritual. Eternal tiireatened, i. 112.

Kot confined to the dcs.iH^U^ of tk,«r gos-

pel, 116

Vol. III.

Death of Christ satisfactory, i. 301.

An accursed death, 323

Decalogue, iii. 2. Given by God, es-

pecially the Son of God, 3. Time, man-

ner, and place of its publication, 8, 9.

The law of love, 13. See Angels, Co-

venant, Law, Mo«es

Declaration of God relates either to

the actions or state of men, ii. 109.

Founded in inherent righteousness, 113

Delnge, the mystical signification of,

iii. 56

Dove of Noah, the mystical significa-

tion of, iii. 57

E.

XLaT the dust, what, ii. 375

Egyptians, circumcision of, iii. 125

Elect, their privileges before efiectuai

calling, i. 333. How considered in the

covenant, 397. See Assurance, Sa-tis-

faction

Election both of Christ, and of those

to be saved, ii. 2. Described, 2. From

eternity, 9. Most free, 21. Immuta-

ble, 23

Enjoyment, gracious, of God, ii. 337

Enmitj' between the serpent and the

woman, and between their seeds, ii. 379

Enoch a. type of Christ's exaltation, iii»

51. Prophecy of, ii. 399

Epirus, whence its name, ii. 218

Eternity of punisiuneat from -wljencej

i. 134

Ethiopia not subject to the quocn oT

the South, iii. 126

Ethiopians, their circumci-iion, iii. 125.

Why they entered thcif temples vrithoH't

their shoes, iii. 162

Eve, why so called, ii. 392. The namr;

give» her after the fall, 390. Tlie mo*

ther of all living, how, 392, 3. Wliethcr

she thought Cain was the Mcisiali, 3^4 j

or that the Me>>iah \vm tu be born of .i

virgin, 397

HyU jjiftnittf, i, 135, Sii\.* Sii»
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Examples of saints to be imitated, u.

260, 1

Expiation, feast and ceremonies, iii.

76, 7. Mystery of, 84

F.

\} ACULTIES. See Soul

Faith in the Messiaii, nojie saved

•without, i. 432. Its place in the cove-

nant of grace, 40S. Historical what,

and if rightly so called, ii. V»2. Tem-

porary what, arsd how it differs from

saving, 92

Faith, saving, very comprcliensive, ii.

74. Not in one faculty, ib. Yet there

is one principal justifying act, 77. Pie-
,

rophory, hjposta^is, andelenchus, what,

81,2. No falsehood in divine faith, 84.

Receives and relics on Christ, 86, 7, 8.

Submits to him as Lord, 89. The syl-

logism of, ib.

Faith's relation to justification, ii. 128.

Alone justifies, 127. Consists not in

observing the commands of the gospel,

nor comes iu the room of perfect obedi-

ence, 128, 9. Nor justifies as our act,

130. Nor the proper condition of jus-

tification, 139. Includes not the acts

of the other gra^-es, 133. Justifies,

how, 136

Faith sometimes siguifies a persuasion

of the lawfulness of a thing, ii. 253.

The original of holiness, 251

Fall forelvnown and foreordained, i.

191, Was certainly to be, 192. God

not the author of it, 1991 Sec Adam

Father called Christ's God, i, 233

Fathers of tiie Olfl Testament had the

promises of the resurrection and eternal

life, i. 413, 14, 15. Saved by Christ,

431. M'ith whom they had communion

fey faith, 432. Had not full liberty be-

fore Moses, 450, 1. Enjoyed true and

permanent benefits, iii. 240, See Adop-

ijon, Circumcision, Curse, Justification,

Peace, Spirit, Writing

Fear of death, ancient bcUcveri sub-

]ic<;t to it liowiurj iii, 3w3

Feasts federal, i. 49

Finished, In wliat sense Christ said

IT IS, i. 296

Fire, sacrifices consumed by, iii. 110, 1

1

Forgiven, Christ not, i. 389.

Foundation of God sure, ii. 322, Of

the world, from the, 1

1

Friendship v.itli God what, ii. 160.

When intcrrupteH, how renewed, 171

G.

VjrARMENTS of Aaron, iii. 65

Gates of Hell, what, ii. 311

Gentile», fulness and riches of, iii.

380. See Proselytes

Glorification, ii. 331. Both in this

and in the future life, 333, 4, In this

life. See Assurance, Enjoyment, Holi-

ness, Jo}', Vision. In the future life,

viz. of the soul, 339. Of the body, 340.

Degrees of if, 363

Glory of God the end of our actions,

ii. 265

God how considered in the covenant

of works, i. 59. In the covenant of

grace, 397, 8, To be called the God of

any imports a covenant, 233. and in-

cludes eternal life, 414

Godliness proniQted by the doctrine of

justification, ii, 153

Gospel first promise explained, ii. 371

Grace and worki opposite, ii, 122

H,

XaAND-WRITING ; ccrcmonirs so

called, why, iii. 305, Exacted of the

fatliers before Moses, 266

Head, bruising the serpeat's, ii. 37S

Heart, with the whole, what, ii. 2S5

Heathen, their excellent expressions

concerning the original of virtue, ii. 243

Heel, to bruise, what, ii. 385

Hind let loose in Gen, xlix. 22. uhat,

ii. 437

Holiness, Qhristian, preferable to He»-

then virtues, ii, 259

Holiness, God's essential, do:s not

1 «uffeviiiilu be unpuui^hc*-!, i. ^'Z6, And
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rigfiteoiisness distinguished, 05. A part

of glory, 333

Holy, elect why called, ii. 214

Horse of divine majesty, Mhat, ii, 250

Humilitj' promoted by Ihc doctrine of

justification, ii. 151

Hunger and thirst after Clirist, ii. 86

I.

J ACOB and Esau e>:amples of predes-

tination, ii. 434, 5

Jacob's prophecy, i. 420, 42'2, 436

James and Paul liannonious in the

dwtrine of justification, ii. 114

Japheth, whence called, ii. 4 12. Whe-

ther he or God dwell in tlie tents of

Shem, 414

Jews, their rcstoialion, iii. 370

Image of God in its whole e\ten(, i.

6B. Consisted in righteousncsi, il).

Imitation of Christ, ii. 262

Imposition of hands on tlic sacrifice,

iii. 82

Infant-baptism, iii. 409

Infinite, the nxalignity of sin how, i.

135

Interpretation, rules of, i. 239

Job's confession, i. 420. His Notzer,

ii. 440

Jo}', spiritual, ii. 333

Isaac a type of Cluist and the cJiarch,

iii. 57, 8, 9

Israel called God's first-born, ii. 17().

Ail in Rom. xi. 26. what, iii. 371

Israelites duty as to tlie mauna, iii.

206. Sins, 211. See Jews

Judgment described in Mutth. xx\.

universal, i. 117

Justice, vindictive, suiiors not sin to

go unpunished, i. 127

Justification, importance of the doc-

trine, and signification of the word, ii.

10(1, 1, Move flian a bare declaration,

108. Considers man as in himself, or in

Christ, 112. pf a sinner as in Chris',

1 15. Every thing necessary performed

by lijm, 117. The parts of it, 118. The

judge, 119. The mailer, 1'20. The

mean, 127. Articles, 136. In the next

world, 110. The usefulness of the doc-

trine, 149. The privilege of Qld-Tcs-

tament believers, iii. 259, Sec Righte-

ousness

Justified, how Christ was, i. 5SS

Justif3' does nut always signify to de-

clare, ii. 103

K.

jSj^NOWLEDGE of faith attainable,

ii. 97. . Sometimes difficult, 98. Ex-

pedient, though not necessary to salva-

tion, 99

Knowledge belontjs to faitli, ii. 77.

Whii li in many is \ery implicit, 73

AMES most Irc-riuentiy used in the

[)assover, iii. 157. R-epresentcd the

person of Christ, 167

Land of CaDsan not firit promised at

Sinai, i. 456

Law threefold, iii. 1 , 2. See D'cca-

logue. To what, and how far Christ was

subject, i. 251,2. Not abrogated by

Christ's suretiship, 235. But only as a

covenant of woirks, iii. 25, &c.

Law of the decalogue, by, whom writ-

ten, wliy and how, iii. 14. Of perpe-

tual obligatioii, 21. Useofit, 26

Law of God, whj' the law of sin and

death, ii. 125

Law of nature, i. 72. Was before

the fall, 75. Its precepts founded in the

nature of God, 80. Obedience due to

it, 86

Least in the kingdom of heaven, who,

iii. 312

Leave.n not to be used by tiie priest of

Jupiter, iii. 162. Nor in tf'o passover,

175

Liberty, Christian, iii. 367

Liberty, God's concurrence and pre-

determination not prejudicial to Adam'?,.

i. 198. Of the will not iufilng.ed by con-

verting grace„ ii, 4<i



40. I N D E X
Life eternal promised in the covenant

of works, i. 91. To be enjoyed in hea-

ven, 91. Not obti.ineil but by perfect

obedience, 267. Promised to tlie elect

from the beginning, 400. See Spirituiil.

Lord's supper, why so called, iii.417.

Why Christ used bread and wine, 41S.

The use of wafers condemned, 420. Sa-

cr.imental actions explained, 426. Words

428. Rites compared with those of tlie

passover, ib. Uses, e^ids, and m\ stical

siguifiGafion, 42'9. Whether to be ad-

ministered to chiWren, 436. Hov. oT-

ten, 438. Preparation, 434, 5

Lo\e belongs to faith, ii. °5. Of

Christ a motive to holiness, 273

Love to God, the principle of holi-

ness, ii. 253. To ourselves should cen-

tre in and flow from this, 257. And to

our neighbour, could not but bererjuired,

i. 82. Witli all the heart, what, 285

M.

ANNA, why so called, iii. 1?2.

Cf liie Israelites, compared with the Po-

lish and the common, 194, 5. Why
called L^iCH^M ABIK.IM, 198. Figure,

colour, taste, &c. 200, 201, 2, Place

and time, 215. Mystery, 212, 13. See

Israelites, Moses

Mean, or instrument of justification,

ji. 127

Mediator, requisites of, i. 266. In-

ferior to the Father, Iiow, 253

Mortification of the old man , ii. 230

Moses, the shining of his face, iii. IS.

Ministry about the manna, 198. Repre-

sents bath the law and Christ, 60, 61.

A mediator, 62. Type of Christ, 187.

See Baptized, Decr.logue

N.

XN APHTALFs blessing, ii. 437

Nature invites men to yeek after God

and heavenly things, ii. 33, 4. Yields

some hope of enjoj-ing God, 36. Teach-

'tJi tiiat purity of heart is requisite, ib.

I'.s ;;jvil"!it:on useful, but insuiikitut, 39

New man, ii. 231

New Testament, different epoehas of,

i. 419, 50.. Peculiar benefits, iii. 359.

See Promises

Nisan, whence so called, iii. 147, 8

Noah, whence so called, ii. 400,401.

What Lamech expected at his birth, 401,

2. A preacher of righteousness, 404.

Type of Christ, iii. 52, 3. See Ark

O.

V_^ATH, believers devote themselves

to God by, ii. 2.20

Obedience, perfect, the only merito-

rious cause of eternal life, i. 216. Christ's

active and passive imputed, 250, 88, 9.

How different from ours, 259, 60. Its

relation to the reward, 263

CEconomies of the covenant of grace

two, i. 431.. Not three, 450, 1. See

Testament

Old man, ii. 225

Old Testament, beginning of, i. 437.

Its several periods, 443. Consists not

in the allotment of Canaan alone, 455.

Covenant ascribed to Moses, 446. Last

things of it coalesce with the first things

of the New, 418, 9. Defects, iii. 296.

Peculiar blessings, 228. Are true and

)>crmanenf, 241, 5. Abrogation, 310,

c<c. See Adoption, Angels, Circumci-

sion, Curse, Fear, Justification, Peace,

Writing

Oneness of the covenant of grace, i. 411

Oxen called passovers, why, iii. Ijil

P.

ARADISE a type of heaven, i. 141,

144. Ejexlion out of it not a sacrpmen.*,.

iiii, 104. See Adam
Passage through the Red seo,iii. 177,8

Passover, what it signified to Christ,

i.393. Name, iii. 146. Time of its cc--

lebration, iii. 147. Placejl49. A real

sacrifice, ib. Ministers and guests, 1,51,

2, 3. A second for the unclean, 156,

The victim, 157. Preparation, killing,

roasting, «ating, 159, &c. Other cc-
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rcflioiiles peculiar to Egypt, 164. Mys-

tery, 16(>. Celebrated by Christ when,

419. See Ciucifixiuii, Egyptians, Wo-

men

Peace of conscience under tiie Old

Testament, iii. 276

Peace with God, ii. 154. With con-

science, and Mith the Irieuds of God,

16'2. With the creatures, 163. Spiri-

tual to be sought after, preserved, and

renewed, 165. Sense of it often inter-

rupted, 168. Diffas from carnal secu-

rity, 173. Conferred on believers under

fie Old Testament, 174

Perfect, nothing avails in justification,

Lut what is, ii. 124.

Perfection threefold, i. 86. Various

kinds of it in scripture, ii. 283. Abso-

lute not attainable in this life, 273

Pharaoli's chariot, the cliurcli com-

J5ared to the iiorses of, ii. 2 IS

Pharisees falsely commended, i. 417

Pillar of cloud and fire, iii. 188

Pit wherein is no water, iii. 313

Possible, if it be, what, ii. 501

Pot of manna, iii, 76, How said to

Ijc in the arl., 210

Prayer a mean of sanctification, ii, 275

Preparations to regeneration consider-

ed, ii. !)5

Priestiiood ofAaron abrogated, iii. 342

Promises of the covenant of works, i.

91. Flow from the nature of God, 96.

See Life. Of tlic covenant of grace, 400,

40'. Of the New Testament better

than tl.ose of tlie Old, 401

Prophet ill Deut. xviii. 15, 18, wlio,

iii. 326

Froselytcs, their initiation amoiij; the

Israelites, hov, iii. 334

Psalms xxxii. 11. ciii. not piopiiccies

concerning the Messiah, iii. 261

Punishment of sin from the nature of

God, i. 120, Eternal due, 135. Of loss

attonded with that of sense, 1 15

Punishments convincing and cciuipen-

satory, wa;fii>e and j'.ulici.n-y, i, ;'(;;'

J[\^AINBOW, a sign of what cove-

nant, iii. 115. Symbol of divine grace

in Christ, 117

Tied sea, its names, iii. 179. Mira-

culously divided, 180, 1. Passed through,

by the Israelites, how, 181. Mystery of

that passage, 188, &c.

Regeneration variously taken, ii. 60.

Described, 50. Mysterious, 49. In a

moment without any intermediate state,

53. Who to be accounted in this state,

67. Tlie author, 68. Tiie cause, ib.

The seed, 70. Means to be used, how,

71

Remission of sins under the Old Tes-

tament, iii. 258

Repentance, several kinds of, ii. 287

Repenting sinner gives joy in iieaven,

why, ii. 288

Reproof to be borne, ii. 278

Resurrection of the dead promised un-

der the Old Testament, i. 414

RcM'ard promised to Clirist, i. 261

Righteousness and holiness, wliether,

and how distinguished, i. 66. Of Christ

the matter of justification, ii, 120, &c.

Imputed to the sinner, when united to

Christ, 117. Of God in Rom. iii. 21.

«luit, 351. Not his veracity, 352

Rock giving water, iii. 219, Myste-

ry, 2'20. Another, 221

Rod, Aaron's, that budded, iii. 67

S.

j^ABBATlI instituted, when, i. 155,

&c. Nature of the first, 158. Mysti-

cal signification of that day, 163

Sacraments, tlie use of, i. 137. Un-

der the covenant of works, 138. £e;iis

of deatii, to w honi, 154. Used by Christ,

215, 382. Wliat they signified to him,

385. His faith confirmed by them, 39 1

.

Before Abraliam, iii. 103. Extraordi-

nary in the wilderness, 177. Under the

New Testament onl\ two, iii. 3 ")2

Sacrifice-:, mystery of llieir ubialion,
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iii. 110. Sacramehls, how, 108. Be-

fore llip lav, 107. Mystical significa-

tion, no. Contained a confession of

sin and guilt, 113. An excitement to

piety, ib. Abrogation of, 348. Im-

ports that of tlie -whole ceremonial wor-

sliip, .350

Salt, covenant of, i. 51

Salvation, how believers may have an

eye to it in the exercise of duty, ii. 268.

Revealed under the Old Testament, iii.

24o

Sunctification belongs to glorification

rather than tojustification, ii. 105. Dis-

tinguished from regeneration, eflertual

calling, and ji;stification, '221. Botli a

blessing and a duty, 223. Parts of it,

jb. Order, 238. Wherein it consists,

23£>. Appropriated to the Spirit, 240.

Mean3^,269. Imperfect in this life, 278.

See Christ

Satan's death, ii. 373

Satisfaction, cflicacy of Christ's, i.

327. What it procures, 329, &c. Ne-

cessity of it, 343. For whom, 359, &c.

Advantages the reprobate reap from it,

Sol

Scape-goat. See Azazel

Sealed, believers are, how, ii. 219

Scaling of the Spirit, ii. 322, 3

Security, carnal, differs froui spiritual

peace, ii. 173

Seed of the serpent, ii. 388. See

Abraham, Woman
IScrpcnt tlic seducer, who, i. 151. A

type of the devil, does not feed on the

dust only, ii. 371. Why cursed above

all cattle, 374. Why condemned to go

on his belly and eat dust, 375. Brazen,

the history of, iii. 222. Mystery, 223, &c

Scth, whence the name, ii. 398. liis

eliildrcn, 445, &c.

Sheb.T, queen of, iii. 126, 7

Sin infinitely cvi), how, i. 135. How
deprived of its twofold power, ii. 125, 6

Sin, tiic first, violated tiie whole cove-

nant, i. 182, 3. Why kicribed to Adam,

1S3. Justly imputed to his pos'ctit^^

200. His first only imputed, .206, See Fall

Singular piety, what, ii. 216

Sinner still under. obligation to obc;di-

ence, i. 207. Even to that M-hich is per-

fect, 214

Son, necessity of his being Surety, i.

276. Covenant vith the Father, 226.

Wlicther he could refuse to undertake, or

witlidr.iw from the co'. enant, 254

Sons of God, who, ii. 175. Believer*

how, 177. Under the New Testament,

185. Testament of, 190,1

Sou!, faculties of, not really distinct,

ii. 7 4

Souls, state of, after death, according

to the Socinians, ii. 340. Survive deatli,

and have the power of perception, 341,5.

Are received into heavenly Joys and man-

sions, 350. Change their place as well

as their state, ^55. Enjoy happiness,

357. Which will be perfect at the last

day, 35S, 60. Place of those who -were

soon to be reunited to their bodies, 35S

Spirit, Holy, d«clls in the elect, ii.

314. Confirms and seals believers, 320.

An enemy to the Israelites, 316. See

Adoption

Spirits in prison, ii. 405

Spiritual death, degrees of, ii. 62. See

Death

Spiritual life, the progress of, ii. 65.

Of a believer compared with that ofAdam

in innocence, 317

Star out of Jacob, ii. 446

Strike or cut a covenant, what, i. 48, 9

Suticrings, warlike and judiciary, not

proper, i, 300. Of Christ all satisfac-

tory, 292

Sujipcr, Christ partook of it, i. 383.

Wiuit it signified to him, 395. Sec Lord's

Suretiship of Christ, i. 280

Surety, Ciirist Mhy man, i. 266. And

God, 274, Both in one person, 27S

T.

X ABLES of stoue on which the law
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v~.»s viitU-n, two, ill. 11, 1/'. The first

broken, and two otlicrs renewed, 16, 17

Tempgrary faith, ii. 92. Sec F;iitli

Temptation, lirst, exphiiucd, i. 1S6

Testament, whetlier three oeconomies,

i, 450. Old and New, and the differ-

rnce between them, 434, 5. See Bene-

fits, Old, New

Testimony of the Spirit concerning our

adoption, ii, 206. Has the marks of its

divinity, 212. Coii't'orts only the bro-

ken in heart, 213. See Adoption

Threatenings of the covenant of works,

i. 104, All from the law, none from

the covenant of grace, strictly speaking,

409, 10

Times of vrath not those of the Old

Testanient, iii. 295

TrafUjuilit}' of soul from faith, ii. 90

Tiee of know led^e of good and evil,

why so called, i. 84. Why proliibitcd,

and whether but one, 85. Wiiether a

sacrament, 149. Of life, wiiy so called,

•and whether but one, 146. A type of

the Son of God, 148

Trinity. See Abraham

Tv-pes^ doctrine of, iii. 40. May be

explained by uninspired men, ib. Rules

for explication, 43. Division of them, 4j6

U.

\^ NDERSTANDING, how corrupt-

ed, ii. 225. Enlitjlitened in sanctifica-

tion, 201

V.

V lOLATION of the covenant of

works, i. 182

Virtue, beauty of, ii. 274

Vision of God in the light of grace,

ii. 334

W.

W ATER represents the bl<X)d and

Spirit of Christ, how, iii. 399

Will, not really diflerent from the un-

derstanding, ii. 74. How corrupted,

226. How renewed, 233

Wine represents the blood of Christ,

how, iii. 431, Whether white or red,

pure or mixed, 421, 2. Why mixed by

the ancients, 423. May be supplied by

countries who have it not, 425. The

fruit of the vine, 421. Why notiibig is

said of pouring it out, 430, 1

Woman's seed, ii. 381

Women, passoverof, arbitrary', iii. 153

Word of grace publis'ied from the be-

ginning, and sufficient for the elect in all

ages, ii. 42. Never universal?;»- publish-

ed through the w orld, 43. Requirei all

to obey the command of faith, 44

Works opposed to faitli in justification,

ii. 134. All excluded there, 134. WIU

be alledged as vouchers of faith, Sec. at

the last day, 141. Yel not then declar-

ed to have been perfect, 146. See Co-

venant

World signifies that of the elect, 1.

366, &c. Before it began, wliat, ii. Ii-

Possession of, 190

Writing the law on the heart not p,e-

culiar to the New Testamcatj iii, 'ijji

zABIANS, iii. 324.

Zaleucu»'» law, i. 45.
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