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Proceedings of the General Assembly at |

Cincinnati.
FOURTH DAY,
Monday, May 20th, 1867.

The Assembly met at the usual hour,
and was opened with prayer by Rev.
Matthew Newkirk.

The CCommittee on Commissions re-
ported the name of Rev. Gabriel Lnd-
low, D. D., of the Dutech Reformed
Church. Referred to Committee on
Iforeign Correspondence.

The Moderator presented a communi-
cation from certain ministers of differ-
ent denominations in Tennessee, asking
the Assembly to appoint trustees for
certain colored schools in Tennessece.
Referred to the Committee on Bil's and
Overtures.

Also, an overture from the Presby-
tery of Potomae, in relation to the
Metropolitan Church, in the City of
Vashington. Referred to the Com-
mittee on Bills and Overtures.

The order of the day being the re-
port of the Committee on the Board of
Publication, the report of the Commit-
tee was read.—[ It is too long to print
in our columns. |

It was announced that the Rev.
Thomas D. Hoover, of Cranberry, New
Jersey, delegate, was ill at the Spencer
House, and the prayers of the Assem-
bl were requested in his behalf.

The usual half hour was then spent
in devotional exerecises, aftér which the
Asgsembly adjourned till 3 o’clock P. M.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Shedden.

The Moderator gave notice that a
telegram had just been received from
the General Agsembly of the New School
Presbyterian Church, now in session at
Rochester, New York, expres-ing senti-
ments of brotherly love and sympathy,
and praying the blessing of God on the
deliberations of the Assembly.

A motion was made by Dr. Rockwell
that this General Assembly reply to the
brethren now convened in Rochester,
in a telegram expressive of reciprocal
feelings. Adopted.

A member made a motion to reverse
the order of the day for the convenience
of committees. The motion was
udopted.

The Moderater announced the order
of theday tobe thereceiving of Synodical

.reports.

Dr. Stanton moved to suspend the
order of the day to hear the report of
the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

The motion was adopted, and Dr.
Stanton, Chairman of this Committee,
read the following overtures, which
were received and adopted by the As-
sembly as part of the report of the
Committee.

REPORT ON BILLS AND OVERTURES.
The Committee on Bills and Overtures
report overture No. 1, being an over-
ture from two Ilders of the Brogeon
Church, Presbytery of Potosi, Synod of
Missouri, as follows :

“Ts it regular for a congregation, where
there is no pastor, and a session of two
elders, to call a meeting of the congre-
oation and elect a new session without
consulting the session of the church,
where said election was made by asmall
minority of the church ?”

The committee recommend the follow-
ing answer:

“The session of a church should al-
ways be consulted with reference to call-
ing a meeting for the election of addi-
tional elders; and it is irregular to call a
meeting for such a purpose and proceed
to an election, unless the meeting is call-
ed through and by authority of the ses-
sion or some higher court.”

Overture No. 2.—Embracing several
overtures, viz.: from the Presbyteries of
Sangamon, Kaskaskia and Saline; from
the session of the Church of South Am-
boy, in the Presbytery of New Bruns-
wick, “with the advice of the Presbyte-
ry;” and from Rev. K. B. Raffensperger.
All these overtures relate to the same
subject, and propound to the Asscmbly,
substantially, this question: “Is it in-
consistent with our form of government
for a church to elect Ruling Elders to
serve for a specified period only ?”

The committee regard it a sufficient
answer to all persons concerned to refer
them to the decision of the Geeneral As-
sembly of 1835, page 42 of the Digest.

Overture No. 3.—The Committee re-
port “an overture from the Presbytery
of Salem, in favor of the enactment of
a law requring that, in the clection of
Pastor, none be permitted to vote ex-
cept communicants in good and regular
standing.” Also, that, when any can-
didate is before a church, the church
shall determine whether he shall be call-
ed to the pastorate beforeany other can-
didate shall be heard.

The Committee recommend for an-
swer, that in regard to the first point,
the sanction of such a law would pro-
hibit a usage quite extensive among the
churches founded upon an interpreta-
tion of the presentlaws, which has here-
tofore been sanctioned by the General
Assembly.

It is, therefore, deemed inexpedient,
upon the application of a single Pres-
bytery, to recommend such alteration in
the Form of Government. In regard to
the second point, it will only be raid
that the authority asked for is ow pos-
sessed by each congregation, and may
be exercised or not at its pleasure,
while to make said exercise binding by

itive law, would deprive all congre-
oations of a present liberty, the use of
which seems wisely left to their discre-
tion.

Carried.

Overture No. 4.—Being an overture
from the Presbytery of Corisco, request-
ing a change in the heading of one of
the columns of statistics, viz.: Substitut-
ing the word ‘“persons” in place of
“children,” in stating the “number in
Sabbath schools and Bible-classes.”’

The Committee recommend that the
change be ordered as soon as convenient,
and that the Presbyterial reports to the
Assembly and the Assembly’s statistical
tables be made to correspond.

Overture No. 6.—Memorial from the
I’rml»ytm‘y of California, respecting un-
employed ministers and destitute fields
of ministerial labor.

The Committee regard the matter con-
tained in this Memorial as sufliciently
met by the elaborate report read to the
present Assembly, by Doctor David Klli-

{ ott, from a committee appointed by the

last Assembly, and as therefore calling
for no further action. Adopted.

Overture No. 5.—From the Presbyte-
ry of Ohio, asking the Assembly to make
a deliverance as to the propriety and
morality of a use on the part of minis-
ters and church members, of the cars on
street and other railroads the Sab-
bath.

The commiitee recommend that this
and other kindred subjects relating to
the proper observance of the Sabbath
be referred to a committee to prepare a
pastoral letter to the churches. Adopted.

Overture No. 8.—A memorial to the
General Assembly to drop the name of
the Presbytery of' Winchester from our
minutes, nod to extend the boundaries
of the Presbytery of Carlisle, so as to
include the territory formerly covered
by the Presbytery of Winchester.

The committee recommend that the
subject be referred to the Synod of Bal-
timore. Adopted.

Overture No. 9.—Irom the Presby-
tery of W.nnebago requesting such al-
teration in the form of statistical
reports from Presbyteries as shall re-
quire their stated clerks to arrange the
churetes on the roll in the order of
their contributions to the Boards of the
Church, estimated according to the aver-
age per member, the church making the
highest average contribution to be placed
first, and of the churches making no
contributions, the largest in member-
ship to be placed last.

The committee recommend as a suffi-
cient answer, that, while cach Presby-
tery is at liberty to adopt this arrange-
ment if it shall so determine, it would
be inexpedient to enjoin all the Presby-
teriesto conform tosuch plan. Adopted.

The committee appointed to compile
a new hymn-book presented the follow-
ing report, accompanied with a copy of
the new book, for the approval of the
Agsembly. The compilers introduce
the new title,

on

HYMNAL.

“By permission of the Assembly of
1866, which approved andrecommended
the use of the Hymnal, there has been
added to this edition about two hundred
and fifty Pgalms and hymns for the sat-
isfaction of those in our church who
desire more than the Hymnal contained,
and chiefly from our ‘Psalms and
Hymns,” Among these additions will
be found about twenty of Rouse’s ver-
sions of Psalms, and a few Scotch par-
aphrases that brethran of our faith and
order, whoindulgea preference for these,
may be gratified. In the same spirit,
fourteen tunes have been added. For
the largest part of the supplementary
hymns, the committee have restricted
themselves to suggesting at the head of
each a suitable tune found in the Hym-
nal, as in the Presbyterian Psalmodist.
In thus suggesting, care has been taken
to afford the best musical expression
for the sentiment, and at the same time
to bring into wuse a number of favorite
tunes in the Psalmodist which their au-
thors have denied to the I ymnal; nor
can we refrain from reminding the
church that this liberty of choice, and
of obviating the difficulty in the way of
uging certain tunes, was included in the
original design of the Hymnal. Ap-
pended to the names of the tunes isa
reference to the page in the Hymnal, or
if with ‘pp.,” to the page of the Pres-
byterian Psalmodist on which the tune
is found.

“It is hoped that the new plan of our
index of subjects will prove accepta-
ble. It has been prepared with great
care, and to those who will take pains
to familiarize themselves with the work,
we believe it will be useful.”

Dr. Rockweil, Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Board of Publication, gave
an account of the modus operandi, of
the Committee in obtaining the proper
hymns. The first thing they did was
to endeavor to obtain the views of mem-
bers of the churches by addressing the
stated clerks, ministers and prominent
members, requesting them to furnish
lists of hymns, and psalms, and tunes,
which were favorites in their churches.
A great number of these were received,
but perhaps the most difficult part of
the work was in arranging them after
they were procured, and diseriminating
between those that were really desir-
able and adapted to the purpose, and
the great number of worthless and in-
appropriate compositions. Another al-
most insupcrable obstacle in the way
of the completion of the work -was the
reluctance, and sometimes positive re-
fusal, on the part of owners of copy-
righted tunes to allow them to be used
for the hymns.

Much fault hag been found with the
book, and many objections have been
made to it, but it has been the produc-
tion of much care and labor on the part
of the Committee, and if their dili-
gence and unceasing labor could make
it excellent, it would indeed be a model
hymn-book. The index of subjects
which has been added will be found to
be of great use.

Dr. Smith inquired as to the cost of
the several editions of the book.

To this, Dr. Rockwell was unable to
make any definitc answer. He was in
favor, however, of making it as low as
possible. He would recommend that
small and cheap editions of the work be
publighed.

Question being called for, on motion
the report was unanimously adoped, and
the Hymnal was approved and recom-
mended to the Churches.

Dr. Morrison moved that a copy of

the minutes of the Joint Committee on
Re-union, held at New York, be had
and placed in the hands of the Com-
mittee of Seven of this Assembly. A.l?
ter some discussion this was laid on the
table, after which the Assembly took a
recess till 8 o’clock, to receive the
Scotch delegation at the First Church.
The session was closed with prayer by
Rev. Mr. Jones.
NIGHT SESSION.
8 o'clock, P. M.

The Assembly met in the First Pres
byterian Church, and was opened with
prayer by the Rev. W. D. How-
ard, D. D.

Rev. D. Irving, D. D., Chairman of
the Standing Committce on Foreign
(forrespondence, introduced the Scotch
delegation by remarking that, “we have
met here for a specific purpose, viz.: to
welcome the delegates to this Assem-
bly from the Freo Church of Scotland.
That Church, ever since 1834 has
had a history, and it is now the first
time they have ever sent delegates to
the Assembly of the Preshyterian
Church.

Rev. Dr. Irving then recad a part of
the Commission of the General Assem-
bly of the I'ree Church of' Scotland, ap-
pointing Rev. Thomas Guthrie, D. D,
Rev. Patrick Fairbairn, D. D., and Rev.
James Wells, to be delegates to this
General Assembly, after which he in-
troduced Dr. Fairbairn, of the New
College of Glasgow, to the Assembly.
Rev. Dr. Fairbairn said in appearing
before this venerable Assembly he re-
cognized a kindness and a welcome even
beyond his expectations. His reception
everywhere since he had landed upon
these shores was such as he should
remember with gratitude as long as
memory should exercise its power.

He introduced his subject by inquir-
ing, “ Have not the churches of the
reformation been too slow in recognizing
each other and endeavoring to help each
other ?”  The times call now for a
closer intercommunion of churches,
whoseaimsare spiritual and evangelistic.
Infidelity was never more active and
persistentin its attacks upon the Gos-
pel, nor were Romanizing tendencies
more extended and successful than at
present, and why among the friends of
truth should there not be concert of
action in these times, when a wonderful
activity and energy is manifested in the
affairs concerning matters pertaining to
the world.

The Presbyterian Churches of Scot-
land had been split up to a wonderfal
extent, and for a long time, but he
thought there was now a more general
and earnest desire than ever before
for union, not founded upon expediency,
but upon a general doctrinal agreement,
Many things conspire to hinder us that
may not be in your way to union here.
We are trammelled by the memories
of former controversies. The ghost of
our fathers, who fought so bravely,
haunts us. The Established Chureh,
which is not founded, as we think, upon
Scriptural principles, is a mighty hin-
drance in our way. We have been
manfully striving at the work of union
for three ycars past. As to doctrine,
we find a greater agreement than we ex-
pected. And even in regard to the civil
magistrate, our differences of view are
such as cannot be expressed in words.
The difference is theoretical. We all
accept the Westminster standards, and
this article forms no part of that con-
fession. And although objectively our
difficulties to union are small, yet sub-
jectively they are great. If, however,
the churches in America go to work in
this matter and succeed, the telegraphic
news of that event will be the sweetest
breeze to us that can be wafted on a
western breeze. Already in Canada,
and Australia, the Presbyterian bodies
have been united. This fact has stirred
us some already, but if we could hear
that you in America had united all
Presbyterian bodies that have the same
great formularies of faith, we would
never rest until we too had joined
hands together in Scotland.

Dr. Fairbairn closed his address amid
general, yet subdued, applause.

Dr. Gurley, the Moderator, then an-
nounced the 342d Hymn,

““Blest be the tie that binds,”

which the congregation sang standing;
after which the Moderator introduced
the Rev. James Wells, who began by
remarking that the presence of this dep-
utation was itself more eloquent than
he could utter. We have been wel-
comed in a way that cannot be sur-
passed and that could never be forgot-
ten. He desired to give some account
of Home Missions in Scotland, and that
work dates not further back than thirty
years. Moderatism, which is but formal-
ism, and which, in place of Christ,
preached a bald and barren morality,
had possession of the churches before
that time. The skeptic Hume said that
the chief use of an Kstablished Church
was to check fanaticism, and he must
have been pleased with the Scotch
Church of that period. Even as late

as 1796, some leaders in the church |

solemnly declared of the missionary
work that it “was founded in error, and
was romantic and visionary.” The la-
bors of Whitfield and the brothers Hal-
dane did rot stem the tide. For one
hundred and fifty years before 1833, of
the two thousand churches in Scotland,
only sixty-two were built voluntarily;
forty were built by an act of Parliament.

Chalmers ranks highest with us in
ecclesiastical economy. He has mould-
ed, and is still moulding, opinion.
change wrought in his soul in an ob-
scure sick room has been felt—how

The |

widely! To evarigelize Scotland was his
darling purpose. He delighted to call
it his “experimental garden.” There
he would subduethe turbulent and dis-
orderly by the Gospel of Christ; by an
inbringing and ingathering into the
Church of God.

[n 1833 he began his work, and in
one year he saw as many churches built
as had been built in he 150 years pre-
vious. In seven years more, over 200
churches had been Duilt, at a cost of
$1,500,000. :

In 1843 all seemed lost, yet it was
soon regained, and 900 were added to
those formerly built. The disruption
was a great misgionary movement.

Touching plan of the Free
(Churech, ™= a5 fortunate for her that
she had at first a fixed system. No
time nor money was lost in experiment,

No church can be considered a church
of Christ unless it be a mother of some
other; barrenness in~Spiritual things is
the greatest of reproaches.

Mr. Wells thanked the large audience
for their patient listening, and sat down
amid tumultuous applause.

Rev. Dr. Gurley said any word he
could say would fall far short of reach-
ing the high sense of gratification with
the visit of this delegation. With all
our hearts we are glad you have come to
us. We welecome you with all our hearts
to our homes, to our churches and to
all that can minister to your enjoy-
ments.

Your old church is dear to us; your
piety, intelligence and suffering for the
crown rights of Jesus.

We have heard and rejoiced in  your
enlarging strength and influence. We
thank our God and your God, our Fa-
ther and your Father, and may God
bless and enlarge you, and make you a
blessing to the land and to the ends of
the earth. {

Dr. Gurley referred to the great work
we have to do in evangelizing 4,000,000
of freedmen so that they should rightly
use their liberty, and closed by invoking
upon them and their churches the bless-
ing of God. The Assembly sung the
doxology,
“Praise God from whom #ll blessings flow,”
And closed with prayer by the Moder-
ator.

the

v

FIFTH PAY.

7?1/’Sz7v(]/,j!d.7/ 21, 1867.

The Assembly met at 9 o’clock, and
wasopened with prayer by Prof. O. Beat-
tie.

The Moderator announced the follow-
| ing committee to preparea Pastoral Letg
[ ter, viz.: Rev. Drs. Bro@mMson, Marshall;
and Lovell; Ruling Klders W. R. Bush,
and Paoli Durkee.
| The Moderator remarked that the re-
| port of the-Committee on the Board of
Foreign Missions—the Tegular order of
the day—was in order.

Dr. Willis Lord, Chairman of the Com-
mittee, was called for, but had not yet
arrived.

The subject being ecalled up, Profes-
sor Saunders said he had a resolution he
wished to offer on the subjcet of Domes-
tic Missions, which he read as follows:

WherEeAs, The facilities of commu-
nicating with all parts of our country
are so greatly increased, and are so con-
stantly increasing, therefore,

Resolved, That a speeial committee of
five be appointed, to consist of three
ministers and two Ruling Elders, to ex-
amine the question whether the time has
not arrived when the Board of Domes-
tic Missions should take charge of all
the Missionary operations of our entire
country, (as it existed before the cession
of Russian Aimerica,) and to report
what action, if any, should be taken in
the matter.

Mr. Saunders said we lived in times
of great change. When the existing mis-
sionary arrangements were made, it was
as difficult to reach the Rocky Mount-
ains or go to California, as it was to
reach the remotest parts of South Amer-
ica. Now,through the agency of steam
and electricity, all parts of our territory
were readily accessible to missionary
efforts.

Many parts of the country, heretofore
regarded as necessarily under the con-
trol and jurisdiction of the Board of
Ioreign Missions, should now be includ-
ed in Domestic Missions.

Appeals to congregations for contri-
butions to Domestic Missions touched a
National chord in the people’s heart,
and they would more readily respond.
By increasing our Domestic Missions,
greater attention would be called to the
subject of missionary efforts generally,
and it would thus prove an advantage
to the cause of IForeign Missions.

The Board of Domestic Missions had
lately received an accession, upen which
some ridicule had been thrown. The
speaker alluded to the addition of Rus-
sian-America, added to their field of la-
bor. But this territory was eventually
to belong to the United States. Mr.
Moderator was just the man to approach
the covernment on this subject. The
government was not so inaccessible as
people generally suppose. Jongress
was composed of many men, but two or
three raled there, as in all other great
legislative bodies. Two or three men
ruled this Assembly. [Laughter and ap-
plause. ]

The speaker had engineered some mat-

found it only necessary to whisper in
the ears of two or three men.

After considerable discussion on
“Church Musie,” upon which a commit-
tee was appointed, the-Chairman of the
Committee on Foreign Missions made a
report, showing that the financial state-
ments of the Board in their report give
rise to mingled feelings. 4 They certain-
ly have an aspect of @ncouragement,
| and yet the Board ends Itsfinancial year
| depressed and embarx«:ied by debt. Its
total receipts for the period were $244,-

ters with Congress during the war, and |

667 80; an amount greater than that of
the preceding year by $37,141 15.
this aggregate sum, $126,935 21 were
received from 1,524 of our churches,
making an amount of $9,136 19 greater
than the churches contributed the pre-
vious year, and showing one hundred
and forty-four more churches engaced in
the holy work. The balance of the
above total receipts was received from
legacies and other miscellancoussources.

Notwithstanding, however, this im-
portant increase in the receipts of the
Board, they didnot reach the imperative
demands of the cause. The necessary
expansion of the work and the high
rates of exchange have required an ex-
penditure of $35,472 83 above the en-
tire income of the year, and to-day our
Board of oreign Missions is $35 472
83 in debt.

After some remarks made by Dr.
Lord and Dr. Irving, and after hearing
the report of the Committee on Church
Fxtension in Washington City, the As-
sembly adjourned until 3 o’clock.

ATTERNOON SESSION.

The Assembly met at 3 o’clock, and,
as the Chairman of the “Committec of
Ten” was not in the house with his re-
port, Rev. Mr. Baker, from New Or-
leans, entertained the Assembly with
accounts of the “children of Kthiopia,”
and that most remarkable Presbytery, of
New Orleans, but seceing Dr. Stanton en-
ter the honse, said he would close.

Dr. Stanton, Chairman of the “Com
mittee of Ten,” read the following re-
port:

The committee to whom were referred
sundry papers relating to the division of
the Synods of Kentucky and Missouri,
and of the Presbyteries under their care,
which has resulted in two sets of commis-
sioners claiming seats in this General As-
gembly from several of these Presbyteries;
and also sundry papers concerning the
signers of apaperentitled “A Declaration
and Testimony,” &c., together with the
citation of the signers, who were sum-
moned by the last General Assembly to
appear before the present Assembly, beg
leave to report: That they have had the
matters committed to them under consid-
eration, and have had full personal con-
ference with the several claimants for
geats; and recommend to the General As-
sembly, for adoption, the following prop-
ositions:

I. The ecclesiastical judicatories here-
inafter named
judicatories in connection with, and un-
der the care and authority of the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
the United States of America, namely:

The Synod of Kentucky, which met at
Henderson, Kentucky, October 1866, and
adjourned to meet, and did meet in Lex-
ington, Kentucky, November,
which Synod the Rev. J. T. Lapsley 1s now
the Moderator, and the Rev. S. S. McRob-
erts is the Stated Clerk; this Synod hav-
ing, under its care and authority, and
within its ecclesiastical boundaries, the
following Presbyteries, viz: The Presby-
tery of Louisville, of which the Rev. J.
P. McMillan is now the Moderator, and
the Rev. R. Valentine is the Stated Clerk;
the Presbytery of Ebenezer, of which the

ev. J. . Hendy is now the Moderator,
and the Rev. R. F. Caldwell is the Stated
Clerk; the Presbylery of West Lexing-
ton, of which the Rev. Stephen Yerkes,
D. D, is now the Moderator, and the Rev.
J. K. Lyle is the Stated Clerk; the Pres-
bytery of Transylvania, of which the
Rev. G. J. Read is now the Moderator,
and the Rev. S. S. McRoberts is the Stated
Clerk; the Presbytery of Muhlenburg, of
which the Rev. A. D. Metcalf is now the
Moderator, and the Rev. S. Y. Garrison is
the Stated Clerk; and the Presbytery of
Paducah, of which the Rev. J. P. Riddle
is now the Moderator, and the Rev. Jas.
Hawthorne is the Stated Clerk; and these
several Presbyteries, having in their con.
nection and under their care and author-
ity, and within their ecclesiastical
boundaries, respectively, the ministers,
churches, licentiates and candidates be-

| longing to and claiming to belong to the

Presbyterian Churchin the United States
of America. The foregoing described ju-
dicatories, namely, the Synod, Presby-
teries and Church Sessions within their
respective jurisdictions, are to be respect-
ed and obeyed as the true and only lawful
judicatories, possessing the names above
recited, within the State of Kentucky,
which are in connection with and under
the care and authority of the General
Agsembly of the Presbyterian Church in
the United States of America; and the
commissioners sent to and enrolled in
this General Assembly from the above-
described Presbyteries are true and law-
ful commissioners.

The Synod of Missouri, which met at
Boonville, Missouri, October 10th, 1866, of
which Synod the Rev. J. P. Finley was
elected Moderator, and the Rev.J. A.
Paige was elected the Stated Clerk, and
which adjourned to meet in Kansas City,
on the second Wednesday in October 1867;
this Synod having under its care and
authority, and within its ecclesiastical
boundaries, the following Presbyteries,
viz.. The Presbytery of St. Louis, of
which the Rev. J. F. Fenton is now the
Moderator, and the Rev. . C. McCoolk
is the stated clerk; the Presbytery of
Palmyra, of which the Rev. A. Steed is
now the Moderator, and the Rev. J. P.
Finley is the stated clerk; the Presbytery
of the Potosi, of which the Rev. G. W.
Harlan is now the Moderator, and the
Rev. A. Manson is the stated clerk; the
Presbytery of Lafayette, of which the
Rev. Charles Sturdevant is now Modera-
tor, and the Rev. George Iraser the
stated clerk; the Presbytery of South-
west Missouri, of which the Rev. Wm. R.
Fulton is now the Moderator, and Rev.
Jas. A. Paige is the stated clerk; and
the Presbytery of Upper Missouri, of
which the Rev. —— Pinkerton is now the
Moderator, and the Rev. W. C. Me-
Pheeters is the stated clerk; and these
several Presbyteries having in their con-
nection and under their care and author-
ity, and within their ecclesiastical boun-
daries  respectively, the ministers,
churches, licentiates and candidates be-:
longing to and claiming to belong to the
Presbyterian Church in the United
States of America. The above described
judicatories, namely: The Synod, Pres-
byteries and Church Sessions within their

| respective jurisdictions, are to be obeyed

as the true and only lawful judicatories,
possessing the names above recited, with-
in the State of Missouri, which are in
connection with, and under the care and
authority of the General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church in the United

185G, of

are the true and lawful |

byteries,
sioners.

While this General Assembly herein
declares, as above sct forth, that certain
Synods and Presbyteries, or bodies claim-
ing to be such, within the States of Ken-
tucky and Missouri, bearing the same
names and claiming to exercise rightful

are true and lawful commis:

jurisdiction over the same churches and

people, and within the same territory as
those above recognized as lawful, are in
no sense true and lawful Synods and
Presbyteries in connection with and un-

der the care and authority of the Gener- |

al Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
in the United States of America, these
said unlawful Synods and Presbyteries

having been dissolved by their own act |

under an order of the last General As-
sembly, and being now organized in open
defiance or disregard of said order; yet
this Gieneral Assembly, acting in accord-
ance with the decision of the last General
Assembly, hereby asserts its jurisdiction
and authority over the ministers and
churches within and belonging to these
unlawful ecclesiastical organizations, and
the Presbyteries and Synods herein de-
clared lawful are directed to call, at their
next stated meetings, their entire volls as
they existed before these divisions were
made. This General Assembly, there-
fore, directs those miinisters and churches
belonging to any of the aforesaid unlaw-
ful organizations, who may desire to re-
main in connection with the Presbyterian

| Church, under the care of the General

Assembly, or who, having withdrawn,
may desire to return, to report them-
selves to the Presbyteries, respectively,
within whose bounds they are located;
and the said Presbyteries are hereby di-
rected to receive them in the manner and
upon the conditions hereinafter stated as
follows:

1. Upon the appearance in person, or
application by letter, of any minister or
ministers who have not signed the afore-
said “Declaration and Testimony,” but
who have acted with the said signers in
the aforesaid vnlawful organizations, the
Presbyteries are directed to enroll them
upon their simple expression of a desire to
remain in, or toreturn to,as the case may
be, the Presbyterian Church under the
care of this General Assembly; and upon
the application of any church or churches
now embraced within any of these un.
lawful organizations, the Presbyteries are
directed to receive them upon their ex-
pression of asimilar desire.

2. Upon the application of any minister
or ministers who have signed the aforesaid
“Declaration and Testimony” before, du-
ring, or since the last meetingof the Gener-
al Assembly; the Presbyteriesshall require,
as a condition of their enrollment, that
they subscribe upon the records of these
respective Presbyteries to which they
make application, a declaration to the
following effect, viz: “I, A B hereby de-
clare my desire to adhere to the Presby-
terian Church in the United States of
America, and do now promise to render
due obediencein the Lord to the author-
ity of all its courts, embracing the Pres-
bytery, the Synod, and the General As-
gembly, and to this end inasmuch as the
last General Assembly pronounced the
aforesaid, ‘“‘Declaration and Testimony”
to be a slander against the Church, schis-
matical in its character and aims, and its
adoption by any of our church courts as
an act ef rebellion against the authority of
the General Assembly; I do hereby dis:
claim that I had any intention to rebel
against or renounce the authority of the
General Assembly in signing the “Dec-
laration and Testimony,” and I hereby
withdraw all language deemed by the
General Assembly offensive or disrespect-
ful, in which its sentiments are expressed.”

In case any Ruling Elder, whoisa sign-
er of the aforesaid “Declaration and Test-
imony,” shall express a desire to remain,
in or to return to the Presbyterian
Church, he shall be required to subscribe
a declaration to the same effect, embra-
cing the session as a court, upon the re-
cords of the session of the church where
he may apply to be envolled, whether or
not he be an acting Elder in that or any
other church; and in case any Ruling
Elder, who is a signeras aforesaid, should
now belong to a church not embraced in
any of the aforesaid unlawful organiza-
tions, whether an acting Elder or not, he
shall subscribe the same declaration upon
the records of the church wherein he is
enrolled, as a condition of his remaining
in good standing.

3. The same requirements shall be made
as last above specified of any minister or
Elder whois a signer of the aforesaid
“Declaration and Testimony’’ now belong-
ing to any other Presbytery or church in
any other Synod than those of Kentucky
and Missouri, that is to say, any such min-
ister or Elder shall subscribe the declara-
tion aboverecited upon the records of the
Presbytery or Session, as the case may
be, as a condition of his remaining in good
and regular standing.

4. All the lower courts of the church, as
Sessions, Presbyteries and Synods, are
hereby enjoined to see that these direct-
ionsofthe General Assembly are faithfully
observed; and ifin any casesarising out of
the conduct of the signers of the afore-
said “Declaration and Testimony”, orout
of the conduct of any of those notsigners,
who have acted with them in organizing
unlawful Presbyteries or Synods, any of
the lower courts deem it their duty to in-
stitute process, they are hereby enjoined
to exercise forbearance, and study the
things that make for peace and harmony.

5. In case any person or persons be-
longing to the aforesaid classes now em-
braced in the ecclesiastical organization
herein pronounced unlawfal, shall not
make application for membership in any of
those judicatories hercin pronounced law-
ful, orin other judicatories under the care
and recognizing the authority of the Gener-
al Assembly, at or previous to the next
spring meetings of the aforesaid lawful
Presbyteries, the said Presbyteries shall
thereupon drop the names of such min-
isters, and the churches shall drop the
names of such elders from their respec-
tive rolls as having voluntarily withdrawn
from the jurisdiction of the Presbyterian
Church of the United States of America,
under the care of the General Assembly,
and they shall thenceforth be regarded
as being no longer ministers in or mem-
bers of said Presbyterian Church; and in
case any minister or elder belonging to
any other Presbytery or church now in
our ecclesiastical connection, who is a
signer as aforesaid, shall not subscribe to
the aforementioned declaration at or pre-
vious to the next stated spring meeting of
the Presbytery under whose care he is a
minister, or if an elder, under whose
care his church is placed, his name shall

| States of America; and the commission- ]‘ be dropped in like
Of | ers sent to and enrolled in this General |
| Assembly from the above described Pres- |

manner and with like
effect. ;

IT1. This General Assembly deems it
proper, furthermore, to declare authorita
tively the following principles, and to set
forth the following statements to the end
that peace and harmony may be restored
to the church at large under its care, and
that all persons in its connection may be
well and faithfully informed of their duty

I. While in the provisions hereinbefore
announced for the purpose of restoring to
the chiurch, under proper ecclesiastical re-
lations, ministerial brethren, elders and
churches, whom we regard ‘as having put
themselves in antagonism to the just an-
thority of the church, and especially of

| the General Assembly, thissapreme judi-

catory has endeavored to do this in such
a manner as, on the one hand, to recog-
nize and maintain the just authority of
the General Assembly, and on the other
to extend the hand of fraternal kindness
and welcome to brethren who have erred

2. This present action severs no one
from the church, but leaves the responsi
bility of final separation upon those who
fail to give heed to the provisions now and
herein made for their remaining in
or return to the church of their fa
thers, whether they be ministers, elders,
churches, or any organization claiming to
be Presbyteries and Synods.

3. The plan now proposed and recom-
mended to this General Assembly for
adoption, recognizes, on the one hand,
the authority of the last General Assem-
bly in citing the signers of the aforesaid
“Declaration and Testimony” to appear
before this present General Assembly,
while, on the other hand, it remits their
cases to the lower courts for tinal disposi-
tion, in a way which every minister and
member of the church must regard as
regular, and with the simple requisition
that the said signers comply with the
terms above specified.

This course does not even require said
sicners to renounce the principles of
church order, which they aflirm they con-
gcientiously entertain, nor is it the wish
of the General Assembly to interfere with
their conscientious convictions; nor,
furthermore, does this plan come in
conflict with some good and wise brethren,
who have deunied or seriously doubted,
while fully adhering to the church, the
competency of the last General Assem-
bly to issue the summons to the signers
of the aforesaid “Declaration and Testi
mony,’ to appearat the bar of the present
General Assembly, “to answer for what
they have done in this matter.” This,
however, is clear to the whole Church,
that the last and present General Assem-
blies stand in a very different relation to
this whole matter. When the last Gen-
eral Assembly issued 1ts citation to these
brethven, such was mnotoriously the
condition of the lower courts, almost
universally in the Synods of Kentucky
and Missouri, as subsequent events have
but too well shown, that it would have
been nothing less than vain trifling with
sacred interests which were greatly im-
periled, for that General Assembly to
have remanded the cases of these breth-
ren to those courts; but now the Synods
of Kentucky and Missouri, with the Pres-
byteries in their connection as herein
recognized, adhere to the Presbyterian
Church through the General Assembly,
and there is every reason to believe that
the directions herein made will be faith-
fully executed by them.

4. This General Assembly regards the
refusal of many of those cited
by the last to appear before the present
Assembly as a gross violation of their
duty, while at the same time it respects
the conscientious, though, as it judges
the mistalcen conviction of duty, which
has led them to decline obedience It
duly regards the declarations of some of
these brethren that in signing the afore-
said Declaration and Testimony and in
their declining to obey the aforesaid cita-
tion they intend no disrespect to the Gen-
eral Assembly, buthave taken this course
because they deem the last and previous
General Assemblies to have exceeded
their constitutional authority. It ought,
however, to be clear to these brethren and
the whole church that when a court of
the highest grade and jurisdiction has
made a decision, or issued an order, it is
the duty of all good and law-abiding men
toyield it due respect and obedience, until
it is repealed by the proper authority.

This is a principle on which all good
government rests, in civil as well as eccle-
siastical affairs, and without its due recog-
nition, anarchy would reign in Church
and State. In the present case, according
to the principles of our system, no lower
court or body of men is competent to set
aside the acts of the General Assembly
for it is a court of last resort. If men
from conscientious scruples or otherwise,
cannot abide by its deliberate, well-con-
sidered and solemn decisions, instead of
persisting, through a series of years, In
open defiance of its authority, they
should, as Christian men, and in the ex-
ercise of their Christian liberty, quietly
withdraw from the church. From the
present condition of things, _however,
this General Assembly is not disposed to
take any further notice of the oflense of
the signers of the aforesaid Declaration
and Testimony, or their refusal to obey
the aforesaid citation of the last Assem-
bly, than is provided for in the plan here-
in set forth—the restoration of peace and
harmony, and the return of these breth-
ren to their proper relations in the church.

5. In regard to the two brethren who
have obeyed the citation aforesaid, the

2ev. J. A. Quarles, who signed the afore-
said “Declaration and Testimony" before
the last General Assembly met, and the
Rey. Wm. C. Handy, who has signed it
since, and who appears before the present
General Assembly in obedience to a sup-
posed “order of the Synod of Baltimore,”
this General Assembly expresses its grati-
fication at their manifest obedience, and
feels called upon to take no further order
in their respective cases than to enjoin
them to repair to their respective Presby-
teries, and comply with the requisitions
hereinbefore set forth; Mr. Quarles to
appear before the nearest Presbytery
which adheres to the General Assembly.

Finally, your Committee have been ani-
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