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RELATION OF CHURCH AND STATE

“S_VIIU(IH and councils are to handle or conelude
nothing but that which is ecclesiastical; and are
not to intermeddle with civil affairs which concern
the commonwealth unless by way of humble peti-
tion in ecasces extraordinary; or by way of advice
for satisfaction of conscience, if they e thereunts
required by the civil magistrate.”

This stands as an official doctrine, as a credal
statement in the Confession of Faith of every
Presbyterian Church in this country. There 1s
perfect harmony of profession; but differences ot
interpretation have made this the battleground for
many a war of angry words. The existence of our
Church as a separate organization is due Immedi-
ately to what our fathers regarded as a violation of
the principles embodied in this statement. The
famous protest of Dr. Hodge against the * Spring
Resolutions” was based on the ground that the
Old School Assembly of 1861 adopting those reso-
~ lutions declded the political question as to what
~ government t be. aslleglance of Presbytenans as clti-
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<hould ever be kept separate, have been mixed and
mingled to the un=peakable hurt of both Chureh
:m-‘l “tate and to all the dearest interests of man.
. [t i« not easy fo say which has been the greater
O'f pOhtlcal queSthn_S in sinner 1n the abuse of power, the State or the
S10n; and they i Church. It would be “TIIF truth to say that dur-
SIon. in pointed | i | ing a long period of history they were pariners

» L% ate reSOlU.thns TR T . sad story ought to mmpress the les=-
| it | “oternal vir,zihmf‘f’ 12 the pﬁﬂﬁ of Tiib?l’tr}".”
of error tmmhinfz the I‘E'lﬂti()ﬂ
of Church and State, and which 1s Mnn( bitter
1 1o truit down to our own day, has been a rauurehit&;
' very | apprehend the full significance of the :fi'lal}ge —
tion on this paragraph of thei took place when the Church passed {_r!) pre - JeWmh
r to its Christian form. The Theoeratic (,nn.mutm?n
ander which the Jews lived mer ged the m;":e
dictions of Church and State mnto one.

<on that
A fruitful source

of our Churech, which, adil

84V, 1 ay ' |
¥, 18 not always an €Xception, they put g

iberal interpreta
Constitution.
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» -'.l

(fhrl.?tlan:s owe allegiance to two distinet "T;‘r
ereignties. Andrew Melville, the illustrious sug
cessor of John Knox, expressed this truth ir
words which have become familiar to students,
Presbyterian hiztory: “There are two kings and
two kingdoms in Scotland; there is King James,
the head of the commonwealth, and there is King
Jesus, the King of the Church, whose subject
James VI is, and of whose kingdom he 18 notf."
king, nor a lord, nor a head, but a member.” 1his
dual relation, this twofold citizenship, inVDlVlﬁ
two distinet spheres of duty, has through all the-
history of the Church given rise to much con-
fusion and strife. The Divine Head of the Church
did not fail to note the distinction between the two
sovercignties and the two sets of obligations. On
the contrary He clearly defined and strongly em-
phagized the distinetion. But when 1t comes to
dealing with power, it is very diflicult for men to
keep within proper limits.  So it has come to pass
that things secular and things spiritual, which
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¢ (Caesar 2 nd the thm,i.,
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~d willingly ©F qnwillimgls
L1T1C 145, | 1_ j
cere, bad 88 they wWere,
it -3 o
single task of winning
i . fartle.

to the obedience of The f

task was not only

at this single g ]i_
a ]")]’)rvinted task, but 1tn1 a |
a1fficient tnsk. Never has the (Jf‘lllfh {??ﬁze ua;
Fmr)r(‘ g]()I'imlH history than V»'-hCD ({78 ) :;l:‘j *: 1 3 IU
‘o its proper work and 1ts excluswe_work of preac INng
7' and administering HIs laws.

the Gospel of Christ, LI
[t asked nothing of the State but the privilege of

existence, and when this was denied, 1t proved

its power 1O flourish and to conquer b}" patient

suffering and heroic martyrdom. Moreover, 1ts

(‘rfh(‘.lntn('y n the transformation of eivil, political

and industrial conditions was never greater than

V{f_h(‘nult ‘h;%d no voice and could have no voice 1n

directly mmfluencing the : :

e . 1g the policy of the State. Ewven

while the government was "

ing of Christ and th : pisecutlng, i o

- BRS¢ I cruciied was :

temple of idols, and sendine h v e L

g the currents of a pure

transformi  {
Ny R 2 1gh all 1: o S
Activities of the empire the social and political
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cul in readjusting the rf:lfx‘Fion of Church and State
R i «afeguard their own nghts. They would take
Struck han A 1{1}1: | ':_ o risk of putting their ne(_:ks agaln under the yoke
. the g of spiritual domination. In an excess of eaution
went to the other extreme and enslaved the
To this day, the Protestant Churches of
Europe, especially of Continental EEur'ope,' are
.trangers to the spiritual and eccleaat%t{cal I:[lde-
pendence which belongs to them by Divine right.
. A relation of Church and State, known as Eras-
d, assumeq also head tianism, which means State ?qntrol, is still para-
: lvzing to some extent the spiritual forces set free
. the sixteenth century by the revolt agamst

Rome. . Lo
When the American Colonies secured n-

dependence, and came to set up a government of
their own, the conditions were such as to demand
, Still beari h gl a very careful scrutiny of the relation which
Persecution, became it "8 The Tecent should exist between the power of the s word f
on that , o tartec the power of the keys. The presence of several
pa-thwa,y which led to St. Bartholomew o s nt

the Spanish Inquisiti

maladjustment of the

(hey
(‘hurch.
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e the practical application of the
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Q o o ShSUDTISEE | has the Ch urch no e w tbe Stﬂ'b?
oot e T guide the civil ma,glstrate' In
Must .1t: I 1J1ti<-‘“‘)? When any great moral question,
his ”””tlnflfi;t;n; 1o interests Ol B bt
ViH’L”Y ,-” (*”*"f" (miVil- p()lity, must the ChUI'Ch keep ltS
{L' qu(:H“f):J‘) lj\{_[uSt 1t Slt Wlth fOlded h&nds When
II}I’S f(:ji(?(;)f. gréat noral reforms is trembling in the
the lIaulv '

olitical halance? Many able and devout souls
politic:

have answered these twoO 1a§t 'quest}llmzs WS}I; az
emphatic negative.. Tl}ey 1_n818t ]: a fwmi} e
political question Tises 1IN0 the sp ere ](:1 - I;
then the Church should make her voice near ..h
'« even asserted that n suc]_il case the Chure w}:
hamefully derelict in duty if 1t do nqt ta:ke the
lead and furnish both guidance and spiration.
made to the example of the' stern md
fearless prophets of the Old Dispensation. Tme -
had their commission directly from God, aml thag -
hurled their fierce denunciatighs SRS SRS
oodless kings, and warned them | g g

St I

Appeal iS

State is force, and its symbol is the sword. ']}r
means of the Church is truth and its symbolﬁ?
keys. Owing to this manifest difference as toE
and method, it might seem an easy matter for
institutions to occupy the same territory and 1e~
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rogatives. But life is a complicated thing. Ig-
norance and passion and prejudice are a common
inheritance, and under the blinding influence of
these, we may fail to see the broadest distinctions, A
and may even run rough shod over our own avow-i%‘ “"W H gt 1
ed principles. To have a correct theory does not
ensure against incorrect practice.
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ment for B Preh ‘ O we look In the Ne ex-é‘ Another q};les 1(;1 v Statel The world 1S much

the Church in S o Precede i/ ation of hurc

growing Oub of our present
3l ' q industrial order. On @fery
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.. it ig added “and are not to
‘“er.Ti]\(;]illni;f’f];,irs which pertain to the
(J” It is not added expressly 0% by
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wivil affairs rise 1nto the sp_here of
Y adition would nullify  the
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