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PREFACE. / 

THE unfulfilled prophecies of the Scriptures are, I 
apprehend, too generally neglected by the Church of 
Christ at the present day. Not a few ministers and 
their congregations seem to consider them so obscure, 
that they can be of no special benefit to the Church till 
they are fulfilled. They appear to forget that prophecy, 
which is a narration of facts yet to take place, has been, 
in all ages, the grand instrument in the hand of God 
of cheering the Church in the midst of her darket~t 
hours, and in her deepest distress. · Our first parents 
found consolation in relying upon the sure word of 
prophecy, after their banishment from the earthly Eden. 
Faith in prophecy saved Noah and his family, while 
the unbelieving wor\d moved on in their total disregard 
of it and were lost. The expectations which Patri
archs, Prophets, and Apostles had of the latter day 
glory were based upon prophecy. It was a prophecy 
which led the Christian Church, in her infant state, to 
meet in prayer for ten days, until the Holy Spirit was 
shed down upon them. The primitive Christians, and 
in later days, the reformers were buoyed up in their 
mighty conflict against the corruptions of Pagan and 
Papal Rome by the prophecies. And, however strange 
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6 PREFACE. 

it may appear, it is nevertheless true, that it is a pro~ 
phecy which now encourages the Church to go forward 
in her efforts to spread the Gospel to the ends of the 
earth,-a prophecy too, literally understood by the 
Church, while, at the same time, she professes not to 
believe in the literal fulfilment of the prophecies, and 
affirms that they are too o scure to be understood, or 
to have any practical effect upon her faith or conduct. 

A thorough conviction of the practical importance of 
the subject led me, in the summer of 1840, to com· 
mence a series of lectures upon unfulfilled prophecy, 
which were delivered to the congregation unller my 
care. My object was to awaken, if possible, the at
tention of the people to this too much neglected portion 
of God's woru. My expectations in this matter have 
been more than realized. I found that the people, ge
nerally, were eager to hear, and anxious to know what 
God has said• will yet come to pass. I bad not gone 
far in the series, before I found that the students of 
prophecy, in different parts of the city, were led to hear 
what might be said upon a topic so ueeply interesting to 
them. I found, also, that there are some in almost 
every church in this city whose minds bad been turned 
to this subject, and who had be~ for years past pursu
ing the study of prophecy, without having ventured to 
make known their views to any others. 

The interest which was taken by the hearers in 
these lectures manifestly increased as we advanced, 
and the prejudices of many, who looked upon the sub
jeet as a thing which only concerned the Jews, or a 
mere matter of speculation, have been in many cases 
fully removed. To meet the wishes of some, and to 

excite, if possible, ot~er• to think on the subject of our 
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blessed Lord's pre-millennia! return in glory to this 
earth, this discourse (the tenth of the series) is en· 
larged and given to the public. 

I am well aware that the sentiments expressed in 
this discourse do not agree with the popular opinion 

' in reference to the second advent of the Messiah, and 
that any attempt to set aside the views of modern 
commentators on this point, is looked upo as an evi
dence of a perverted intellect rather than an honest in· 
quiry after the truth. But to the Christian who looks 
for the speedy return of¥ his Lord, it is a very little 
thing to be judged of man's judgment. 'fhe cry has 
gone forth, " Behold! the Bridegroom cometh, go ye 
out to meet Him." It, therefore, does not become those 
who expect to go in with Him to the marriage supper, 
to neglect the command. 'l'he Scriptures forewarn us 
that the day of the Lord will come upon the world as 
a snare, And while they shall be saying " peace and 
safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon them; and 
they shall not escape." 'fhe wise and the foolish vir· 
gins will sleep together; and, because of the abounding 
iniquity, the love of many shall wax cold. Yea, saith 
the Evangelist, " when He cometh, shall He find faith 
on the earth 1" Theret,is but little faith now in His 
personal return to the earth, to exercise the government 
of that kingdom which he has gone to receive, (Luke 
xix. 11-27,) and I apprehend there will be still less. 

This, most assuredly, is a practical subject, and it 
behooves every one to be ready, and like a faithful ser
vant, to be found waiting for the coming of his Lord. 
This is not the time for laying up treasure!' in this 
world, or for being at ease in Zion, for the day of the 
Lord's vengeance draws nigh, and the year of recom-
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8 PREFACE. 

penses for the controversy of Zion is at hand. That 
every one may be prepared for the awfully solemn and 
glorious events which are soon to take place, I would 
affectionately exhort them in the language of our 
blessed L.ord himself,-" Take heed to yourselves, lest 
at any time your heart:; be overcharged with surfeit· 
ing and drunkenness and cares of this life, and so that 
day come ~pon you unawares. For as a snare it shall 
come on a!} them that dwell on the face of the whole 
earth. Watch ye therefore and pray always, that yc 
may be accounted worthy to escape all these things 
that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of 
Man;" Luke xxi. 34-36. W. R. 

SECOND ADVENT OF cliRIST. 

"He which testifieth these things saith, surely I come 
quickly; Amen. Even so, come, I.ord Jesus." 

Rev. xxii. 20. 

THE revelation of St. John, it is generally 
supposed, was written about the year of our 
Lord 96.* As this was after the commence
ment of the gospel dispensation, and after the 

'*'There is a great diversity of opinion among the 
)earn~:d as to the date of the Apocalypse. The inscrip
tion to this book, in t e Syriac version, places the ban
ishment of John in the reign of Nero, that is, before the 
destruction of Jerusalem. Sir Isaac Newton advocates 
this opinion. Grotius, Lightfoot, Harduin, Hammond, 
Bishop Newton, and Wetstein, are of the same opinion. 
The unanimous opinion of the Fathers, however, is, 
that John was banished by the order of Doroitian. Do· 
mitian died in September, A. D. 96. The opinion of 
Irenreus, Origen, and Eusebius, is followed by Mill, Le 
Clerc, Basnage, Lardner, 'fomline, Woodhouse and 
others, who place the date of the Apocalypse in the 
year 96 or 97. This is now considered the nearest the 

truth. 
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10 !ECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST. 

destruct:on of Jerusale~ by Titus, the coming 
of Christ, referred to m the text, must be a 
future event. The sacred scriptures make 
known to us but two advents of our Lord; the 
one in humility, and the other in glory. To 
the one, or the other of these advents, all those 
passages of scripture, which speak of His com
ing, must pave reference. 

The outcast and dispersed sons of faithful 
Abraham, oppressed by their Gentile brethren, 
and yet cheered by the promise of their future 
elev~tion, fi.xed their longing eyes upon the 
glor1ous Epip~any of t~e Messian, and wholly 
o.verl~oked ~lS adven~ m humility. They are 
nght m their expectatwns of his future cominrr 
in glory ; for " the Redeemer shall come t~ 
Zion, and shall turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob."* That coming will be "the day of 
the Lord's vengeance, and the year of recom
penses for the controversy of Zion."t Then 
" the Lord shall comfort Zion: he will com
fort all her waste places ; and He will make 
her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like 
the garden of the Lord ( joy and gladness 
sh~ll be found therein, thanksgiving, and the 
vmce of melody. Therefore the redeemed of 
the Lo~d shall return, a?d come with singing 
unt? Zwn; and everlastmg joy shall be upon 
!heir hP-ads: they shall obtain gladness and 
JOY ; and sorrow and mourning shall flee 

*Is. li:L 20. Hom. xi. 26. • -f Is. xxxiv. 8. 

SECO::SD ADVEN'f 01~ CHUIS1'. 11 

away.":;: They are wrong, however, in their 
rejection of his advent in humility ; for the 
same prophet who foretells his co~ing .'' glo
rious in his apparel, and travellmg m the 
greatness of his strength and mighty to save," 
speaks also of his being "despised and re
iected by men, a man of sorrows and ac
'quainted with grie!"-of hi? being ~~u~de~ 
for our transrrresswns-brmsed for our tmqm· 
ties-oppress~d and afflicted-cut off from the 
)and of the livinu ;'' and that he finally " made 
his grav~ with the wicked and the rich in His 
death."t 

But, are not wef also, who are called by 
His name, gu~lty of a like inconsistency? 
While we hold firmly and truly to the first 
advent of the Messiah in humility, which our 
Jewish brethren reject, still, there are many of 
us who reject his second coming, iu glory and 
in great power to restore t!Je kingdom to lsr~el; 
to purify the sons of Levi, so that the offermg 
of Judah tlnd of Jerusalem shall be pleasant 
unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as 
in former years -1o destroy antichrist- to 
bind Satan for a thousand years-to set up 
his kingdom, and to "reign i? Mou~t Zion, an~ 
in Jerusalem, and before his ancients glol'l· 
ously."t 

A proper understanding of those passages 

*Is. li. 3. 11. tIs. lxiii. 1; liii. 3-9. 
*Acts i. 6-8; Mal. iii. 3, 4; 2 Thes. ii. 8; Re"· 

:xx.2; Is. xxi~. 23. 
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12 SECOND ADVENT OF CHRlST. 

of scripture which speak of the first and se. 
cond advents of the Messiah, would, I appre
hend, constrain the Jew to acknowledge, with 
the Christian, that Jesus of Nazareth is the 
Messiah, the annointed of God; and would 
constrain the Christian also, with the Jew, to 
believe that the Lord God shall give unto him 
the throne of his fatheli David, and that he 
shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; 
yea, that of the increase of hia government 
and peace there shall be no end, upon the 
throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to 
establish it with judgment and justice from 
henceforth and for ever.* 

My design in this discourse is, to prove, 
from the Scriptures, tne following propositions 
in reference to the second advent of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, viz: 

I. THAT THE LoRD JEsus WILt RETURN AGAIN 

TO THIS WORLD. 

If. THAT THIS RETURN or ouR LoRD WILL 

BE A VISIBLE RETURN OF HIS BODILY 

PRESENCE. 

III. THAT IT WILL BE SODDEN, AND UNEX• 

PECTED BY THE CHURCH AND THE 

WORLD. 

IV. THAT IT WILL BE IN GREAT GLORY. 

V. THAT THIS SECOND coMING OF CHRIS'l' 

WAS THE HOPE AND EXPECTATION o:r 

THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH. 

*Luke i.31-33; Is. ix. 6, 7. 

SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST. 13 

VI. 'I'HAT THE DAY AND HOUR OF THIS RE· 

'fURN IS NOT AND CANNOT BE KNOWN 

TO US. 

VII. THAT THis RETURN or ouR LoRD, 

WHENEVER IT DOES TAKE PLACE, 

WILL BE before THE l\IILLENNIUl\1. 

This subject, Christian friends,/Is one of 
vast importance to the church of Christ. 
Those who imagine that it is one of idle spe
culation, and is calculated to bewilder the 
mind of the Christian, rather than to cheer his 
heart, and excite his graces, have sadly mis
taken the Bible doctrine on this subject. It is 
as far removed, in itself, from mere theorizing 
and speculation, as imagination can put it. 
The whole tendency of the doctrine is to 
quicken the Christian in his journey heaven
ward- to cheer him amidst his trials- to 
strengthen his faith, and shield him against 
the influence of temptation_.._ to constrain him 
to live a life of faith upon the Son of God, and 
like a good and faithful servant, to be in readi
ness, and waiting r&r the coming of his Lord 
and Master. May sblch be its happy effect 
upon the hearts of all. 

Come, then, and let us look to God for that 
spiritual illumination, and that humble and do
cile temper which we need in studying this 
part of Divine revelation, The Bible alone, 
the pure word of God, and not the opinions of 
men, is to be our rule of faith, while the Holy 
Spirit must lead us into the knowledge of his 

2 
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14 SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST, 

own will. If the Bible be not made its own 
expositor; and if the same Spirit who ~as 
indited its sacred contents be not our gmde, 
we shall for ever wander in the labyrinths of 
error and be enveloped in total darkness as 
to th~ great and glorious things which con
cern the eyerlasting king om of our Lord, and 
our interes in the ,same. To the law and to 
the testimony let us go ; and rna~ Go? . grant 
to all an humble mind, and a dtspositlon to 
receive the truth and follow.it wherever it may 
lead us. 

The scriptures plainly teach us to be
lieve: 

I. That our blessed Lord will return 
again to this earth at some future period. 

In proof of this posi~ion I wo.uld cite t~e fol
lowing portions of scnpture, v1z.: Acts 1. 9-
10 "And when he had spoken these things, 
while they behel.d he was ta~en . up, and a 
cloud received him out of theu sight. And 
while they looked steadfa~tly toward heaven, 
as he went up, behold, two men stood by them 
in white apparel, which al.so said., Yemen of 
Galilee, why stand y~ ga.zmg up mto heaven 7 
This same Jesus, whlCh Is taken up from yon 
into heaven, shaH so come in like .manner as 
ye have seen him go up into heaven.,,. 

Heb. ix. 28, " So Christ was once offered 
to bear the sins of many ; and unto them ~hat 
look for him shall he appear the second hme 
without sin unto salvation.'" 

SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST. 15 

1 Cor. xi. 26, "For. as often as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the 
Lord's death till he come." 

The cominu referred to in this verse cannot 
be explained ~ mean a spiritual coming to the 
souls of believers, nor is it applicable to the 
day of Pentecost. If it refer to either of these 
events, then the regular observyce of the 
Lord's supper at the present time ~y the Chris
tian church is out of place ; for 1t was to be 
kept in the church only "till he come." But 

· if the coming of the Saviour is a future 
event, then the observl;lnce of this ordinance 
is still binding on the church, and cannot. be 
dispensed with till lte come who has nppomt
ed it. 

Comment on these passages seems needless. 
They plainly teach us that the Lord Jesus is 
to return again to this ear~h. :\nd this tru.th 
is in exact accordance with h1s own predic
tions on this subject, viz.: 

John xiv. 18, "I will not leave you com
fortless. I will come to you." Also, verse 28, 
4

' Y e have heard how I said unto you, I go 
away and come a~ain unto you. If ye loved 
me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto 
the Father." 

The coming of Christ, here referred to, is to 
be after be shall have gone to the Father; 
that is, after his ascension from Mount Olivet. 
That the coming in these verses does not mean 
his appearance to them after his resurrection, 
is manifest from the fact, that, after his resur-
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16 SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST. 

recti on he said to Mary, (see J obn xx. 17 ,) 
" Touch me not, for I am not yet a!:'cended to 
my Father." The return is to be after he 
shall have been to the Father; that is, after 
his ascension. It is an event, therefore, yet 
future, and to be expected by the church. 

II. Tin return of our 'Lord will be a visi
ble return of the man Christ Jesus in his bo
dily presence. 

This is manifest from the following passages 
of scripture, viz.: Acts i. 11, "This same Je
sus, who is taken up from y<,m into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner (ov -tponov in the 
same manner) as ye have seen him go up into 
heaven." 

How, then, did he go up 7 He was seen 
going up-" he was taken up ; and a cloud 
received him out of their sight"-he went up 
bodily. Whenever he returns, he will return 
bodily, in a cloud, and will be seen.* And 

+The meaning of Acts i. 9-11, seems to be thts. 
The Snviour ascended from the earth into the air; the 
disciples having a full and clear view of him ; but, after 
he had ascended to some distance, " a cloud received 
him;" that is, intercepted their view. And thus he 
waa taken from their sight. An interesting inquiry now 
arises, what was the nature or character of that clouM 
Was it mere vapor, generated in the sublunary heavens, 
and which constantly is flitting over the surfsce of the 
earth, obscuring the sun or the moon occasionally from 
our vision 1 Those who hold to this view of the sub· 
ject, will, of course, perceive nothing miraculous in this 
cloud. I am inclined, on the contrary, to believe that 

SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST, 17 

this declaration is confirmed by the following 
scriptures : Rev. i. 7, "Behold he cometh with 
(.UE-ta -twv .,E!JIE'-wv) or among clouds ; and every 
eye shall see him, and they also who pierced 
him; and all kindreds of the earth (naaa.~ ~ 
~v"'a.i -r~r 'Yt~r all the tribes of the land, the 

this cloud was no earthly product, hut so!Jfething celes
tial. Our Saviour, we are told, will return to the earth 
"in the glory of his Father, with hi11 angels," (Matt. 
xvi. 27.) The Evangelists, Mark, Luke and John, tell 
us that he will come "with cloud~," "in cloud~," "in 
4 cloud,'' "upon a cloud,'' and in great glory. What· 
ever may be the particular mode of hi11 appearance, it 
will, no doubt, be correspondent to the greatness of his 
glory, and the magnitude of the object for which he re
turns. But wlien he comes he is to remain. Now 
Isaiah (iv. 5) tells us that "Jehovah will crente (or re
produce) upon Mount Zion the cloud by day-and over 
all shall the glory be a covering." The cloud, in the 
first part of the verse, is explained by the word glory, 
,l.::J:l in the latter part of it. The glory of the Lord, it 
would appear from tl:iis, will then rest over Jerusalem 
during the Millennium, as it did over the camp ofisrael 
for forty years in the wilderness, and subsequently in 
the tabernacle, over the mercy seat. In this cloud, I 
apprehend, Jesus wiiF'oome. It will be the pavilion in 
which his glory envelopes itself. But he will come in 
the same manner in which he went up. It appears to 
me, therefore, reasonable to suppose that the cloud, 
which intercepted the view of the disciples, as the 
Saviour ascended to heaven from the earth, was the 
Shechinah, (nNv) the visible presence of Jehovah. 
The translation of Zech. ii. 13, in the LXX, favors 
this idea. "Let all flesh be devout, or stand in awe at 
the presence of the Lord ; for he bas risen up out of 
his holy cloud," (Heb. the habitation of his holine••·) 
This cloud, it is manifest, is to appear over Jerusalem, 

2+ 
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18 iECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST. 

Jews returned, Zech. xii. 9-14,) shall wail be· 
cause of him." 

Also, John xiv. 1-3, "Let not your heart 
be troubled ; ye believe in God, believe also 
in me. In my Father's house are many man. 
sions ; if it were not so I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you. And, if I go 
and prepar~ place for you, I will come again 
and receive you to myself; ( rcci;..w ;pxot-ta~ I 
am coming again,) that where I am there ye 
may be also." 

The Saviour has not yet returned, accord· 
ing to this text, to receive them. His return 
is, therefore, future; and the same person who 
went away, will come ugain. 

2 Tim. iv. 1, "I~harge thee before God, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge 
the quick and the dead at his appearing 
(ErttcfJavHav o,v-rO.V his Epiphany) and his king
dom." 

In this passage the apostle connects the ap
pearance of Christ with his kingdom, and 
leads us to believe that they are to be mani
fested at the s~me time. The kingdom, of 
which the Apostle speaks, is the kingdom of 
the Messiah, emphatically called His. It i~ 
the same kingdom that is spoken of in Daniel 
vii. 13, 14. 17. It is there represented that 
"the Son of man (the Messiah) came (!<E'l'a, 

after the return of the Jews to their own land, when 
" the Lord shall inherit Judah, his portion in the holy 
land, and shall chooce .Jerusalem again, "-Zechariah 
ii.12. 

SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST, 19 

-rw-v S~EcflEA.w-v) with the clouds of heaven, and 
came to the Ancient of days, (the Father,) and 
they brought (placed) him near before him. 
And there was given him (the Son of man) 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages should serve 
him." The simple description of this king
dom shows that it is yet future, wbtf!e the 17th 
verse points out .the locality of this kingdom 
in the following language: '' And the kingdom 
and dominion, and the greatness of the king· 
dom under the whole heaven, shall be given to 
the people of the saints of the Most High, 
whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and 
all dominions shall serve and obey him." 

The present state of the church is called the 
gospel dispensation, or the time for publishing 
the gospel of the kingdom; (Matt. iv. 23 ;) but 
it is not the kingdom referred to in Daniel. 
That kingdom is yet future; and hence it is that 
we are taught by our Saviour to pray that it 
may come. "Thy kingdom come," Matt. vi. 
10. If it be not fQture; at', if this state or dis
pensation of the church be the kingdom re· 
ferred to by the Prophets and Apostles, then 
that part of the Lord's pra Y,er is superseded by 
the realization of the kingdom prayed for. For 
it has come ; and why should the church be 
praying for a state of things which she already 
enjoys? " What a man seeth, why doth he 
yet hope for it?" 

Again, Paul adds, in 2 Tim. iv. 8, '1 Hence. 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of right· 
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20 SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST, 

eousness which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
shall give me at that day, and not to me only, 
but unto all them who love his appearing," 
intcflavuo-v av-r~ his Epiphany. 

The bestowment of this crown requires the 
personal presence of the Lord Jesus, and it 
will be given at his appearing and kingdom. 

In his Epistle to Titus, (ii. 11-1.3,) Paul 
teaches us t~at the grace (or gospel) of God 
that bringeth salvation, hath appeared to all 
men, teaching them to " look ~or that bles~ed 
hope, and (xa-~ even*) the gloriOus appearmg 
of the Great God, and (xat even) our Saviour 
Jesus Christ." This certainly is a future 
event, and means a personal appearance of 
Christ. 

The same Apostle, in writing to the Thes
salonians, 1 Thes. iv. 16, saY.s, " For the 
Lord himselft ( o-V-ros & Kvpr.Os) shall descend 

• See also Matt. x. 30; xv. 16; John vi. 37; 1 Cor. 
iv. 5; "ILl even. 

t Paul, it is probable, refers toTs. x:xxv. 4, which ie a 
clear prediction of the state , of things in the world at 
the second advent of Christ. And that there might be 
no mistake as to the reality of his personal coming, the 
Holy Spirit uses the following language, v. 4, " God 
himselft-~.\'r'o o•ro.?N will come and save you." Our Iran•· 
lators, by merely using the pronoun he, have not given 
the full force of the Hebrew words. Diodati bas it cor· 
rectly, "Egli stesso verra." So, also, Junius and Tre· 
mellius, "Deus vester-ipse advenit." Also Martin, 
"Votre Dieu il viendra lui-meme." Vulg. "Deus ipse 
veniet. LXX. o et¢, (tin·otT ~eu. The Hebrew, and 
tltese translations quoted, leave no doubt upon tho mind 
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from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of God." 
This must, without doubt, be a personal com
·ing. 'I'he Prophet Joel, iii. 16, I apprehend, 
refers to the-same time, when he says," the 
Lord shall roar out of Zion, and utter his 
voice from Jerusalem, and the heavens and the 
earth shall shake, but the Lord ~all be the 
hope of his people, and the strength of the 
children of Israel." This shaking, the Apos
tle, in Heb. xii. 26, affirms, is yet future, 
"Yet once more I shake not the earth only, 
but also heaven. See also Amos i. 2; and 
Ezek. xxxviii. 19, 20. 

The last passage I shall adduce is, 2 Thes. 
i. 6, 7, " Seeing it is a righteous thing with 
God to recompense tribulation to them that 
trouble you; and to you who are troubled, 
rest with us ( lv -r~ anoxo-A.v.j.a} at the revelation 
of the Lord Jesus from heaven with his mighty 
angels." This designates the precise time 
when this blessing shall be conferred upon 
them, viz : at tlte personal coming of the 
Lord Jesus. The texts already quoted are 
amply sufficient to prove what, I presume, no 
believer in the Bible thinks of denying, viz; 
~hat the return of our Lord will be a visible 
return of the man Christ Jesus, in his bodily 
presence, \vhenever that may take place. But 

of the reader as to the character of the coming here 
~;poken of. It is a personal one. As Paul uses similar 
language, he has, we think, the same idea in his 
mind. 
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22 SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST. 

many Christians habitually speak of it as an 
event which must, certainly, be very remote. 
They talk of human institutions and law'5 and 
improvements as destined to outlast ages. 
With them the end of time lies beyond n long 
cycle of ages; whereas, they know not th~t 
this dispensation may not be suddenly termi
nated, eve~ within their own life time, by.the 
glorious .l:!.piphany ?'f the. Lord . Mess~ah. 
This leads to the third topic for discussiOn, 
viz: 

I 

II I. The 1•eturn of our Lord will be sudden 
and unexpected by the church generally, and 
by the world. 

Matt. xxiv. 37-42, "But as the days of 
Noah were, so also shall the coming ( ~ na.povCJta.) 
of the Son of man be. For, as in the days 
that were before the flood, they were eating 
and drinking, marrying · and giving ~n mar
riaae, until the day that Noah entered mto the 
ark, and knew not, until the flood came and 
took them all away; so, also, shall the coming 
of the Son of man be." 

Luke xvii. 24, " For as the lightening, 
which lighteneth out of the one part under 
heaven, shineth unto the other part under hea
ven, so shall also the [coming of the] Son of 
man be in his day." Matt. xxiv. 27. 

These passages have usually been applied 
to the destruction of Jerusalem, as if that was 
the grand event to which the Saviour had re. 
frrence. This mistake arises from confound-
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ing his answers to the three questions pro
posed to him by his disciples in the 24th chap. 
of Matt. and 3d verse, and the application of 
them, in whole or in part, to the wrong ques
tions. The questions are the following: 1st. 
" When shall these things be?" that is, when 
shall the temple be thrown down, and not one 
stone be left upon another ? 2d. hat shall 
be the sign of thy coming," which is referred 
to in chap. xxiii. 39? And 3dly, "What 
shall be the end of the world;" or rather, the 
completion of the age, or dispensation, CJvv-rE'AEta. 
-r~ a.lwvo~, which, without doubt, must refer to 
chap. xxiii. 38, the period of time that the tern· 
pie should be desolate, mtd Jerusalem be trod· 
den down of the Gentiles. 

As the end of the age, and the coming of 
Christ synchronize, we have a distinct answer 
to the second and third questions in verses 4-
14. We are here assured that" the gospel of 
the kingdom shall be preached in all the 
world, for a witness unto all nations ; then 
shall the end come." That this '' end" means 
the termination of the Jewish dispersion, and of 
the desolations of Jerusalem is manifest from 
the testimony of Paul, in 1 Thes. ii. 16, "for 
wrath is come upon them (El~ -rho~) to the 
end."* The same truth is taught by Luke, 
chap. xxi. 24, " Jerusalem shaJl be trodden 

*The expression 61~ <TE)..o' occurs also in Matt. x. 22; 
Mark xiii. 13; Luke xviii. 5; and John xiii. 1, which 
eee. 
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down of the Gentiles until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled." These" times" (xa.~poi) 
of Luke mean the same thing as the "fulness" 
(n"-~pc.l.ua.) of Paul i~ ·R~m •. xi. 2*5, or the 
" mercy" of the Gentiles, m x1. 31. When
ever then the gospel of the kingdom shall 
hav~ bee~ preached as a witness in all the 
world so as. to fulfil this prediction, the end of 
Zion'; desol~tion will dose, and the set time 
to favor Zion shall have come. t 
r *There is an evident distinction between the mean-· 
ing of the words x11.ipo,, and' XJovo,-" time," as used by 
Luke. l(jOm denotes the mere length of time that may 
intervene between two events ; whereas x11.1po' has re
ference to the character of that time. And hence Paul
explains xt.l.lpoc, time, by the word iAso,, mercy, Rom. 
xi. 31. .. 

1 t Many who hold fo the literal and pohlica restora-
tion of the Jews, imagine that it will take place much 
in the same way that Greece has been restored to the 
family of nations. They suppose that Judah and Isr~el 
will arise and take rank with· England; France, Spam, 
Portugal, Austria, &c.-that being thus restored, ther 
will be converted to the faith of Christ, and be an emt· 
nently holy people, and thus will be fitted .to exert, an? 
actually will exert, upon those ot~er nauons an ~mt· 
nently religious influence. There l~ reason to beheve 
that these nations, or some of them, w1ll be employed_ by 
God to bring back to Zion her scattered children ; but 
that Judah and Israel shall exi~t as a nation cotempora
neou~>ly with the kingdoms. of the im~ge, or.~f the four 
beasts is nowhere taught m the .81ble. Jerusalem 
shall be trodden down ~ i.e. held in subjection) by the 
Gentiles till the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled." 
What is' meant by "the times of the Gentiles," b~t the 
times of their political being or existence as nattons; 
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In the fifteenth verse we have the answer of 
our Saviour to the first inquiry of the disci
ples as to the time when the temple should be 
destroyed. This is followed by appropriate 
advice to the disciples under the afflictions 
about to come upon them, and which should 
continue throughout the whole of their disper
sion. The destruction of the te~ple is the 
beginning of tbei1· affliction. Anfl although 
~reat afflictions have passed over them, yet it 
Is manifest to my mind that the "great t1·ibu
lat·ion," spol{en of in the 21st verse, is yet fu
ture, and will be just before, or at the close of 
this dispensation. Such will be the awful cha
racter of that "time of trouble," that none 
would be able to survive, if God, in mercy1· 

and " for the elect's sake," should not shorten 
those days. That this tribulation is future, ap· 
pears also from Dan. xii. I, which has refer~· 
ence to the same period. "Immediately af
ter," or, as the Greek is, immediately witlti11 ,· 
that is, before the tribulation of those days 
shall close, " the sign of the Son of man shall 
appear in heaven." This will be terminated. 

and what being will those nations have after their timelf 
are fulfilled 1 The great image is to be crushed to vow· 
der, Dan. ii. 35: the beast is to be consumed by the 
burning flame, Dan. vii. 11, 26. Whenever Judah 
snd Israel shall be restored to their own land, and once 
more exist as an independent government, these king· 
doms will be no more. "The kingdoms of this world 
are to become the kingdom of our Lord and of hi6 
Bhrist." 

3 
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by the personal appearance of our Lord htm· 
self, as declared in the 30th verse. This af. 
fords a specific answer to the second question, 
" What shall be the sign of thy coming 1" 
Thus we have a clear and distinct answer 
given to the three questions which the disci
ples proposed to our Lord for solution : and 
we sadly mistake their (ull an solemn import 
by applyinrJ'them wholly to the destruction of 
Jerusalem,~r to the final judgment which is to 
take place ·after the Millennium, i. e. after the 
1000 years of John are past.* 

*That the interpretation of this most interesting por· 
tion of God's word, as given above, is not arbitrary and 
forced, will be apparent, I am inclined to believe, to 
every one who will take the trouble to examine the pas· 
sage.i in the Greek and Hebrew already quoted, and 
others also, where the words may occur. The render· 
ing of fJot'Ta 'T~v SAI+tv, within or durit~g the tribulation, 
is confirmed by Mark viii. 31. where fJoi'Ta 'Tfil~ ~fJot{'ac 
after three days, is explained by Matt. xvi. 21, by 'T~ 
-rpl'T~ ~fJolf'!-• o•1 the third day. In the same sense the 
word is used in Matt, xxvii. 63, fJol'Ta, "after three days 
I will rise again," which is explained by the following 
verse to mean~~." until the third day." So alRo Jo· 
sephus, Ant. lib. 1, cap. 12, § 2, speaking of the cir
cumcision of Isaac, says, "E~Bu> MET' ~Jla~v MfJolgotv 
'lrf?.IT!fJo'MrTl' " they circumcise them immediat~ly within 
or on the eighth day." The words used by Matthew 
and Josephus, it will be seen, are the same. The Son 
of man is to appear immediately within, or at the close 
of the tribulation spoken of by Matthew. That Jesus 
Christ did not thus appear at the destruction ot Jeru~a· 
lem, is confirmed by the whole record of scripture which 
touches on this point. Now, by reference to Dan. xii. 
1, we learn that at that time, viz ... at that very time, 
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To be convinced more thoroughly that these 
predictions did not receive their fulfilment in 
the destruction of Jerusalem, we need but ud
vert to the facts in the case. First, the influ. 
ence of the coming of the Son of man is to be 
like the flood in the days of Noah, viz: uni· 
versal. The flood swept them all away. The 
whole earth was covered with wa;er. So, or 
in like manner, the coming of Chlist is to be 
seen and felt by all the globe. Ezekiel tells 
us that the fish of the sea, the fowls of the 
heaven, the beasts of the field, all C1'P.eping 
things, and all the men who dwell upon the 
face of the earth, shall shake at !tis presmce, 
and that the mountains also shall fall down. 
Now, I ask the question, did these things, or 
anything like them, happen in the year A. D. 
71, when Titus destroyed the city of Jerusa
lem 1 The unqualified answer must be, no; 
nothing like them. But, 2dly, the Son of man 

(INm np:l) in which there \viii be trouble, such as the 
world has never yet witnessed, Michael, the great 
Prince, shall stand up for the people of Israel and shall 
deliver them. The name" Michael" is merely descrip· 
tive of the person who is then to appear. It is com
posed of three Hebrew words, (•o mi,) who (:J ella,) 
(is) like (.,N el,) God. Jesus Christ, and he alone, is 
liko God. The person, then, referred to in this verse, 
can be no other than the Son of man, who is to come 
in the clou(ls of heaven, according to the evangelists, 
nnd whose feet in that day shall stand, according to 
Zechariah xiv. 4, on the Mount of Olives, 11nd at whose 
presence the earth and the inhabirantfl Rhall shakl', 
Rzek. :ixniii 20, 
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is to be like the lightning in his coming; i. e. 
sudden, like a flash, illumining the whole hea
ven. Was there any such appearance of the 
Saviour at that time; or was the city destroyed 
suddenly? The contrary is the fact. The 
besieged had ample time to escape for their 
lives after the Roman army made its appear
ance, and t'flany of' them embraced the oppor
tunity before their temple was · destroyed. We 
justly conclude, therefore, that his coming is 
yet future. 

In addition to the passages already com
mented on, ·we may mention Rev. xxii. 20, 
" He that testifieth these things saith, surely, 
I come quickly, (or suddenly.) Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus."* As this was written 

*The Greek of this passage is, vocl t~x~.u~ <tct.x_u· &..unv. 
Na.l ipx_w Ku~tt 'Jmrou, "lmleed, I come suddenly. So 
'be it.~ Indeed, come, Lord Jesus." The word <tocx_u 
occurs in John xi. 29, "She (Martha) arose srlddenl;y. 
The word suddenly, I doubt not, expresses her net bet
ter than qu.ickly ,· though it is probable that she rose 
up both quickly and suddenly. The word <tocx_u also 
occurs in H.ev. ii. 16; iii. 11 ; xi. 14; xxii. 7, 12. 
Sft,Jrlly or quickly, (meaning a brief space of time,) is 
expressed by iv <ta;".~)t. See Luke xviii. 8; Acts xii. 7; 
xxii. 18; xxv. 4; Rom. X\'i. 20; Rev. i. 1; ii. 5; 
xxii. 6; £v <tct.X£1 (x~~vl!) in a short time,-i.e. without 
any delay. In confirmation of the idea that E~X~.Ud.l 
<t«XIJ means "I come suddenf.IJ"• we may refer to those 
passages of scripture which spellk of the Messiah's com· 
ing. It is to be like the lightning, which suddenly 
bursts from the clouds. The idea of suddenness differs 
from .~oonness. An event may not occur until after a 
long interval, and yet when it comes~ it may come !sud. 
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long after the Jewish dispersion and the de
struction of their temple, it remains yet to be 
fulfilled. 

There is but one passage more that I shall 
adduce in proof of the proposition under dis
cussion, and which may be found in Luke xii. 
40-~6. ' 1 Be ye therefore ready, also, for the 
Son of man is Cof!1ing (~PXE1'a.t}f.lt an hour 
when ye think not. But, and if that servant 
Ray in his heart, my Lord delayeth his com· 
ing, and shall begin to beat the men servants 
and the maidens, and to eat and drink, and to 
be drunken ; the Lord of that servant will 
come in a day when he looked not for him, 
nnd at an hour when he was not aware, and 
will cut him in sunder, and appoint him his 
place with the unbelievers." This passage, I 

den~IJ· The coming of the Son of man will not only 
he .~udden, 'Tlt')(.IJ, hut it will be £v rrax,ft, without delay. 
God's providence will hasten the l'veut, so that it shall 
occur nt the earlieRt poRsible time, consistent with the 
purpose of redemption. God will not bring it to pas& 
prematurely, neither will he (X~ovi(u) delay. Matt. :n:iv. 
48; 2 Peter iii. 9. Hi~ coming is also con1pared to 
the deluge-to the fire upon Sodom-to a thief-to a 
snare-to travail on a woman-all of which mark the 
•uddemuss of the ev11nt. And so sudden will it be, 
that Christians must be very watchful if, nftpr 1111 the 
warnings they have received, it do not come upon them 
unawares. Luke uses the word i~a.f~m for suddenly, 
,(Luke ii. 13; ix. 39; Acts ix. 3; xxii. 6.) The idea 
of John is, that Jesus will not only come I.JUickly, i.e. after 
t short interval of time, but that he will also come sud. 
dtnly and unexpectf'dly to the whole world . 

.3=ll-
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take it, describes the state of things which will 
exist in the church at the coming of Christ. 
Oppression of their brethren; u~belief as to 
his coming, and worldly mindedness, and co
vetousness, will characterize the great body 
of the church, and the whole of the ungodly 
world in that day. How wholly np.~epared 
will such a people be for the glorious appear
ance of the Son of God ! No wonder that all 
the tribes of the earth shall wail because of 
him. 

As to what will be the real state of the 
world at the advent of Christ, we are not left 
to vain conjecture. We might have know
ledge enough on this subject, if we would only 
consider the truths which result from what we 
do know. 'fhe Saviour tells us that the 
world will be as it was in the days of Noah 
before the flood. Then they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the very day that Noah entered the ark, 
and knew not till the flood came and took them 
all away. So was it with Sodom, in the day 
of her doom. The people eat and drank, they 
bought and sold, they planted and builded ; 
but the same day that Lot went out of Sodom 
it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and 
destroyed them all. So shall it be in the day 
that the Son of man is revealed. Thus we are 
assured that the present state of the world is 
an exact picture of what the world will be at 
the moment that the Son of man shall ap
pear. 
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The world will be busy in its schemes of 
selfishness and pride. The whole family of 
man, from the chief rulers of the nations, to 
the humblest and most obscure individuals of 
the land,. with but few exceptions, will be 
found in that day in listless indifference to the 
thin~s that are comiRg upon the earth, and en
gaged in those things which make bot for their 
everlasting peace. 

There, in council met, sit the statesmen 
and the politicians of the earth, concerting 
schemes of diplomacy-codes of laws-plans 
of improvement for the resources of the coun· 
try and the encouragement of manufactures, 
agriculture, and commerce-levying armies, 
-and collecting them for new invasions, or 
for defence,* While thus employed, the 
sign of the Son of man suddenly appears. 
Crowns fall from the heads of monarchs ; and 
their sceptres drop from their paralyzed hands. 
All scenes of political aggrandisement are 
dashed to the ground. Cabinets and parlia
ments are dissolved. The govE)rnments of the 
earth are overturned. A new administration 
comes in, and the kings of the earth, the great 
men, the rich men, the chief capta·ins, and the 
mighty men flee to hide themselves from the 
f.1.ce of the Lamb, for fear of the Lord and 
the glory of his majesty; for be has risen to 
shake terribly the earth. 

*It is supposed by many that there will be a time of 
universal peace immediately preceding the advent of 
'Christ. 
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Yonder, on the wide sea, behold the mur
derous pirate ship bearing down hard upon 
the peaceful little band of Christian men and 
women, who are wafted, by the gentle breeze 
of heaven, on their errand of mercy, to a hea· 
then shore.-On land see the execrable assas
sin, who, having planned upon his bed some 
deed of denth, goes for h to burn, to rob, or 
kill, as may best suit his purpose, sparing 
neither infancy nor age; while his accomplice 
in crime is bearing off his ill gottr,n booty, or 
dividing it with his companions in sin.-There 
is the actor in the midst of his play, while the 
Christless and licentious crowd rend the air 
with their notes of applause. The young man, 
void of understanding, having been met by her 
who is subtle of heart, has entered the cham· 
her of death. The husband and the father, 
regardless of his solemn vow, raises to his lips 
the intoxicating bowl, while his destroyer, in 
serving the wretched crowd who press around 
him, is filling up to the brim their cup of ini· 
quity and of his own. The profane song de
lights the ear of the giddy circle. The im
pious jest has just been told to gain the reward 
of a laugh. The lie has just escaped from the 
man of business for the sake of gain. The lips 
of the slanderer are not yet closed. The mer
ciless task-master tortures with the bloody lash 
the victim of his covetousne~s and rage, while 
'the cries of the sufferer are entering into the 
ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. There flees the 
servant from the oppressor's power, while yon~ 
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der the wife is torn from the embrace of her 
husband, and the child of her affection is 
snatched from her arms. The miser feasts 
his eyes upon his hoarded wealth, while the 
prodigal revels in sin. The hum of business 
is heard on all sides. The mixed multitude
the rich and the poor-the proud and the hum
ble-the bond and the free-the ~d and the 
young-the strong and the weak-the noble, 
the mean, jostle each other in the crowd as 
each one presses on after the object of his pur
suit.-Yonder goes the slowly moving hearse, 
followed by the long train of real and feigned 
mourners, carrying to his grave the only son 
of his mother, and she a widow; while the 
cheerful bridegroom .and his bride, with their 
joyful companions, stop to let them pass. Be
neath one roof the cry of infancy is heard, 
and the youthful mother is filled with joy that 
a child is born; while in the next dwelling 
bends a fond, and broken-hearted parent, over 
the lifeless body of a dading boy, whose spirit 
has just ascended up to God. Yonder lies the 
victim of vice breathing out his soul in de
spair; while here the humble follower of the 
Lambs filled with joy and peace in believing, 
looks up with faith and hope from his dying 
bed, and amidst the supplications of praying 
frien~s. around him, exultingly exclaims, as 
the visions of glory burst upon his view,
" Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly."-Sec that 
crowded assembly in the sanctuary of God. 
'fhe ambassador of Christ, filled with tb.e Ho.ly 
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Ghost, is beseeching men to be reconciled to 
God, for they know not the day nor the hour 
that the Son of man cometh. A few are doz. 
ing away the last moments of mercy that God 
has given them; the hearts of others are as 
the eyes of the fool, to the ends of the earth, 
or are musing upon the pride or display which 
themselves or othet·s ha'\:e made : but one poor 
sinner's efes are ·fixed upon the messenger of 
God, while his cheeks are bedewed with his 
tears. The truth has found an entrance into 
his soul, which is now filled with peace. Ho 
weeps over his sins. He adores the mercy 
that has saved him from woe. He longs to see 
Jesus, thnt he may fall at his feet, confess his 
sins, and praise him for his unmerited grace. 
By his side sits the aged saint, who drinks in 
the truth with delight. New views of God's 
goodness and mercy and love fill his soul, al
·most overpowering the feebleness of his na
ture. He admires and adores-and longs to 
be absent from the body, that he may be-pre· 
sent with the Lord.-There is another sane· 
tuary of God. The Spirit has been poured 
out upon the people. The young and the old, 
the tender-hearted and the obdurate, have all 
bowed to the sceptre of mercy. And now they 
gather around the table of their Lord, to tes
tify their love to him, and to show his death 
till he come. The emblems of his broken 
body, and shed blood have been received. 
The servant of God expatiates upon the Jove 
of Jesus. He exhorts them to be faithful unto 
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the death, and they shall receive the crown of 
life. Some of their kindred and friends have 
gone over Jordan-they are on their way,and 
soon Jesus will come and receive them to him
self; " Wherefore comfort your hearts with 
these words."--While he yet speaks, sud
denly a light shines around them. They are 
filled with awe. The wicked tremble. Saints 
adore. The Lord descends from heiiven with a 
. ~hout, and with the trump of God. Earth hears 
1t, and recognises the voice of her Creator. 
The wicked ar~ 'dumb. They wail in anguish. 
Cover us, ye mountains, they cry. Hide us 
from the face of the Lamb. The saints shout 
for joy, for the day of their redemption has 
come. The Saviour draws nigh. The earth 
trembles. The g-raves are opened. The bodies 
of the saints arise. The sea ~es up its pious 
dead. The living saints are changed. Ransom
ed families meet to part no more. The bread 
and the wine of the Lord's supper are left as 
useless now, for Jesus himself is come. They 
rise to meet him. The funeral proc~ssion stops, 
and the saint bursts the hands of death· and as
cends on high. The mourning of the pious train 
is turned into rejoicing. The dying saint is 
saved from death, fot· his Lord is come. Cor
ruption seizes not on his body ; it is changed 
into the likeness of his Saviour. The prison 
doors are opened wide, and the captive is free. 
The cry of the oppressed is heard. Jesus is 
come to save his people. Angels rejoice, for 
the family in heaven and on earth are united 
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in one. Two are in the field; one is taken, the 
other is left. The bridegroom and his bride are 
parted, ere they have reached their earthly 
abode. Parents and children, husbands and 
wives, brothers and sisters are parted for ever. 
The wheat is gathered into the granary of the 
Lord ; the jewels are set in the diadem of the 
King of Kings. Sntan is bound. The curse is 
removed ff<.lm the earth. Vengeance falls on 
the enemies of God ; upon them that knew 
him not, and that obeyed not the gospel of 
his love. The I{ingdoms of the world are be· 
come the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ; and earth holds a jubilee for a thousand 
years. 

Oh! how 'sudden ! How unexpecfed will 
be the day of the Lord! It will come upon 
all the earth as a snare. Be ye therefore 
ready, so that ye may escape the judgments 
wliich are coming upon the world. It is the 
day of Israel's redemption. This is the ac
ceptable year of the Lord. That will be the 
aay of vengeance of our God. 

IV. The return of the Lord Jesus will be 
in great glory. 

Read tlie following passages. Matt. xxiv. 
30, "Then shall the sign of tne Son of man 
appear in heaven ; and then shall all the tribes 
of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son 
of man corning in the clouds o[ heaven with 
P.ower and g1·eat glory." 

;:t Thes. i. 7, ''He shall be revealed from 
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heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, 
takina venaeance on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

Zechariah says, xiv. 5, "And the Lord 
my God shall come, and all the saints with 
thee." 

Is. lxiii. 1-4:, "Who is this that cometh 
from Edom, with dy ed garments from Boz
rah 1 this that is glorious in his apparel, tra
velling in the greatness of his. strength 1 I 
that speak in righteousness, .m1ghty to save. 
Wherefore art thou red in thme apparel, and 
thy garments like him that ~readeth in the 
wine-fat? I have trodden the wme·press alone; 
and of the people there was none with me ; 
for I will tread them in mine anger, and tram
ple them in my fury; and their blood ~hall ?e 
sprinkled upon my garments, and I will sta1.n 
all my raiment. For the day of vengeance ~s 
in my heart, and the year of my redeemed .Js 
come. And I will tread down the people m 
mine anger, and make them .drunk in my fury, 
and I will bring down theu strength ~o the 
earth." Bishop Lowth, on the authonty of 
ancient manuscripts, renders the verse thus,
" and I crushed them in mine indignation, and 
spilled their .life blood on the ground." 

This portion of scripture has. heeD: pretty 
aenerally misunderstood and misapplied. It 
~usually quoted as in some way or other.ap
plicable to the first advent of th~ Messiah. 
But this is done, I apprehend, without due 
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thought. By carefull~ looking at it every one 
~u~t see how utterly Impossible it is to apply 
It, m any form, to that event. The whole 
prophecy is yet future. Let us look at the 
facts in the case, and we shall see that the pro
phecy remains to be fulfilled. 

I. At the first advent, the Messiah came 
from Nazareth, where he dwelt, and en
tered upon the public duties of his mission 
But in the prophecy before us, he is to com~ 
from lpdom, a country entirely separate from 
Palestme. 

2. Then he came as the babe of Bethlehem, 
and was wrapped in swaddlinD' clothes and 
~aid in. a ~anger. Deep humility char~cter
lzed h1s buth, and his subsequent life. But 
here ~e c?mes, glorious in his apparel, and 
marchmg m the greatness of his strength. 

3. He came to suffer and to die, and thus 
to make an atonement for the sins of men · 
but then he will come to save his people Israel' 
a~d to redeem his saints by the greatness of 
his strength. 

4. D~ring ~is Ji.rst advent his garments 
were stamed With h1s own blood : but in the 
a~vent here referred to, they will be stained 
With the blood of his enemies. 

5. It was the day of mercy during his first 
advent. The offers of life and salvation were 
made to the Jew first, and then to the Gen
tile. It is still a day of mercy to the Gentile 
world, even to the enemies of our Lord· while 
wrath is upon the house of Israel to the end. 
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But his second coming will be the day of 
vengeance of our God upon the Gentile 
world-the day of recompense for the con
!roversy of Zion, for the year of his redeemed 
Is come. 

6. At his first advent he came as the meek 
and lowly Saviour, the messenger of mercy, 
with offers of life to a guilty world-and to do 
the will of his Father, as the Prophet of his 
people ; then he will come as a King. He will 
tread down the people in his anO'er, and make 
them drunken in his fury. 

0 

7. At his first advent he could not expect 
any to help him in the work he had under
taken; for it lay not in the reach of mortal 
power ; but at his second advent he is describ
ed as wondering that there was comparatively 
none to uphold the cause of righteousness and 
of truth, notwithstanding his church had 
been on the earth during his absence; for 
" when he cometh shall he find faith on the 
earth? " 

From this brief examination, it must be ma
nifest that this prophecy has not the slightest 
reference to the first advent of Christ. It 
must refer to a time yet future, when he shall 
come i~ th.e magnificence of his apparel, and 
trav~llmg m the greatness of his strength . 

. Bishop Lowth denies the applicability of 
th1s prophecy to the first advent of Christ ; 
and says that he knows of no event in history 
to which it can be applied. He supposes it 
may refer to the destruction of Gog and Ma-
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gog spoken of in Ezekiel. With this opinion 
Dr. Clarke also agrees. And, I would add,· 
that this opinion is correct, and it goes to es
tablish the point we are endeavoring to prove. 
For, upon comparing Ezek. xxxviii. and xxxix. 
with Rev. xx. 8, it is evident that the armies 
there mentioned are wholly distinct. EzekiP-l's 
army is to be destroyed a or before the Mil
lennium by the presence of the Lord. The 
?rmy of John is to _be collected after the loos
mg of Satan, and JUSt before the final judg
ment. They are to be consumed with fire 
from heaven, whereas those mentioned by 
Ezekiel arc to be for food for ravenous birds-
their bones are to be buried by the redeemed 
T~ raelites in the valley of Hamon-gog, and a 
c1ty, to be called Hamonalz, is to be built in 
commemoration of the event, and will, no 
doubt, remain during the millennia! period of 
the church's glory.* 

Poole says, in his judicious annotations upon 
Is. lxiii. 3, " although this may be true of his 
passion, ir: which sense some would carry it, 
yet doth It not so well suit with the design, 
&c." He applies it to the church, and looks 
upon it as descriptive of Christ's power over 
his enemies, without referring it to any parti
cular period of time. 

In this opinion Henry and others agree, 

• .ll.l l,O:"I Hamon-gog means the multitude of Gog, 
and :"IJ,P:-1 Hamonah, a multitude. 
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though with different views, as to those who 
may constitute the church. 

Rabbis Kimchi and Ben Jarchi refer it to 
Rome, while Jerome applies it to Jerusalem, 
and White to the Chaldeans. 

Now, after all the darkness that is made to 
envelope this portion of scripture, how simple 
and how plain it appears, when applied to the 
Messiah at his second advent. It .is one of 
the many texts which go to prove that the 
next advent of our Lord will be in great glory, 
and that, too, before the millennium. 

In Isaiah xlii. we have a description of the 
first and second advents of Christ, drawn by 
the pen of the inspired and evangelical Pro
phet. As the prophecy concerning his first 
advent has been fulfilled to the very letter, let 
us refresh our memories by a recurrence to it, 
and this will also aid us to understand how 
the remaining parts of the prophecy are to be 
fulfilled. 

In the beginning of this chapter the Father 
is represented as speaking to the church and 
the world in reference to his Son, saying, 
"Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine 
elect, in whom my soul delightetl1; I have put 
my spirit upon him ; he shall bring forth judg
ment to the Gentiles. He shall ndt cry, nor 
lift up his voice, nor cause it to be heard in 
the street. A bruised reed shall he not break, 
and the smoking flax shall he not quench ; he 
s'hall bring forth judgment unto truth. He 
shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have 

4~ • 
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set judgment in the earth ; and the isles shall 
wait for his law. Thus saith the Lord-I 
the Lord have called thee in righteousness, 
and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, 
and give thee for a. covenant of the p~ople, for 
a light of the Gent~les ; to open the bl~nd eyes, 
to bring out the pnsoners from the pnson, and 
them that sit in darkness from the prison
house. I am J ehpvah ; that is my name ; 
and my glory will I not give to another, nei
ther my praise to graven images." That this 
language refers to the Messiah, at his first ad
vent, and that it has been exactly fulfilled in 
him no one will pretend to deny. If there 
should be a doubt remaining upon the mind . 
of any one, let him read Matt. xii. 17, 21, 
where the evangelist quotes this prophecy, and 
says that it was fulfilled in the person of Jesus 
of Nazareth. 

But the Prophet, looking at these things as 
past, hastens to contemplate the Saviour in 
his glorious advent. "Behold," he adds, 
" the former things arl') come to pass, and new 
thinO's do I declare ; before they spring forth 
I tell you of them." Having made this an
nouncement, he breaks forth in an anthem of 
praise to the Lord, for the glorious things that 
are to take place at the second advent of the 
Messiah. " Sing unto Jehovah a new song, 
and his praise from the end of the earth, ye 
that go down to the sea, and all that is there
in; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof. Let 
the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up 
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theit· voice, the villages that Kedar* doth inha
bit: let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let 
them shout from the top of the mountains; let 
thetn give glory unto Jehovah, and declare his 
praise in the isles." , 

Having finished this anthem of praise, and 
the call to the people to praise the Lord, the 
Prophet unfolds to us the glorious ~vents which 
are to take place, and which have given rise 
to such exalted feeling. " The Lord shall go 
forth as a mighty man. He shall stir up jea
lousy like a man of war. He shall cry; yea, 
roar; (see Joel iii. 16, and Amos i. 2 ;) he 
shall prevail against his enemies. I have a 
long time holden my peace ; I have been still 
and refrained myself; now will I cry like a 
travailing woman; I will destroy and devour 
at once ; I will make waste mountains and 
hills, and dry up all their herbs: and I will 
make the rivers islands; and I will dry up 
their pools. And I will bring the blind by a 
way that they knew not ; I will lead them in 
paths that they have not known; I will make 
darkness light before them, and crooked things 
straight. These things will I do unto them 
and not forsake them. They that trust in 
graven images, that say to the molten images 
ye are our gods, shall be turned back-they 
shall be greatly ashamed." 

*Kedar includes Arabia: the wilderness means the 
desert bordering on the Red Sea; and by the inhabi
tants of the rock are meant the people of Arabia Pe
.trres. 
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Here is the prophecy in full ; and every one 
must perceive that it can refer only to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. There is, however, no 
event in his life, as recorded by the evangelists, 
to which this prophecy can apply. We are 
compelled, then, to look for its future fulfil
ment, when he shall return again to the earth. 
The prophecy recorded in t e first part of the 
chapter, refers to the first ad.vent of the ~es
siah, and we have seen that 1t has been hter· 
ally fulfilled in him. On what principle. of in
terpretation, then, can we affirm that th1s sub
sequent part of the prophecy, which re[ers. to 
his second advent in glory, shall not, m hke 
manner, be exactly and literally ful{illed, so 
that the history of its fulfilment shall be as 
manifest to the minds of generations to come, 
as the history of the first advent, in the ~ulfil
ment of its prophetic announcements, 1s to 
ours 7 The fulfilment of the past is our guar
antee for the fulfilment of what is yet future. 
Heaven and earth may pass away, but one 
jot, or one tittle of the law, or of the prophe
cies, shall not pass away till all be fulfilled. 
"I the Lord will hasten it in due time." 

How glorious must be that day, when the 
Messiah shall come forth in his might to de
stroy idolatry, and to set up his everlasting 
kingdom! Mountains and hills shall be thrown 
down at his presence: yea, the heavens and 
the earth shall shake at the presence of the 
Lord of the whole earth. How glorious must 
be King Jesu.s, travelling in the greatness of 
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his stren.gth ! How utterly insignificant will 
all the tnumphal processions of the mightiest 
conquer~rs of this ~orld ~ppear, when com
pared With the glorwus tnumphal procession 
of the Lord of Glory! The Universe shall 
b~hold it. Angels a.nd sa.ints, redeemed by 
hts blood, shall be hts retmue. Devils will 
tremble, and his enemies-oh! my soul, what 
a day to them ! He will trample t~em in his 
ang~r, . and crush them in his indignation. 
Thetr. hfe-blood shall be spilled on th~ ground, 
and .hts garments shall be sprinkled therewith. 
It will be the day of the vengeance of our 
God, for the year of his redeemed shall have 
come.. Oh, impenitent soul! what will be thy 
st.ate m th~t dreadful day 7 Now make the 
kmg thy fnend. Prepare to hail his advent 
as thy Lord and thy friend, or thou wilt be 
!r~dden d?~n in ?i~ anger. But rejoice, ye 
•. amts; ~eJmce, reJOice ! For thy Redeemer 
cometh m the grea~ness of his strength, to 
subdue all the enemres of himself and of his 
church-to gather his saints into his arms 
~,hat where he is, there they may be also: 

Amen, even so, come, Lord Jesus." 

V: The second coming ~f our Lord and 
Savwur was the hope of the Apostolic 
Churclt. 

The Apostles and the church, in that day, 
l?oke~ forw~rd to the coming of Christ as the 
bme m whtch their bliss would be consum
mated. They considered that day as near at 
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hand, and knew not but that it might be in 
their life time. Hence it is that we find ~hem 
constantly drawing their motives for obe~Ieu~e 
to the commands of God, confidence m his 
word and zeal in his cause, from their expec
tatio~ of that day. The church now is di~
posed not only to say" My Lo.rd dela.yeth his 
coming," b,11t even to doubt h1s commg alto
O'ether and to fix her thoughts upon the final 
]udgm~nt at the utmost limit of time, ~nd to 
overlook the coming of Christ as a motive to 
holy living. Hence it is, that the oft-repeate.d 
exhortation of" I beseech you, by the solemm
ties of death and of the judgment, that ye re
pent" is uttered in the various pulpits of the 
land: But when do we hear the ministe~s of 
Christ exhorting their people, or of pnvate 
Christians exhorting their neighbors to lead 
holy lives because they expect the speedy 

' d . . h ? coming of their Lord in glory an m r~ng t . 
Thus did not the Apostles. The COf!lmg of 
their Saviour, according to his promise, was 
the point of time to w.hich they.looked fo~ward 
with such intense dehght and mterest. fhey 
knew not what hour he might come, and he~ce 
they endeavored to be in the attitude o_f faith
ful servants who were waiting for thelf mas
ter, and pr~pared to obey immediately his 
commands. 

Let any one read the 1st Epistle or Paul to 
the Thessalonians, and he cannot fa1l to per
oeive the manifest difference which exists be
tween the teachings of Paul and the great 
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body of ministers, of the present day, on this 
subJe.ct. Every chapter contains a specific 
mentwn of the ~oming of Christ. They are 
urg~d for~a :d m the performance of their 
vaned ChnstJan duties, from the consideration 
that the Saviour will soon come and receive 
them to himself. The Thessalonian Chris
!ia?s were comforted in these thoughts. But, 
It Is a source of consolation, of which the 
great body of the c.hurch are now deprived of, 
merely through their own unbelief of this soul
cheering doctrine. 

Let the following passages of scripture suf
fice as a specimen of their views and feelings 
on this subject. 

Matt. xxiv. 42. 44, "Watch, therefore, for 
ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 
Therefore, be ye also ready ; for in such an 
hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh. 
Also Matt. xxv. 13. 

Acts iii. 19, 20, " Repent ye, therefore, and 
be converted.-- And he shall send Jesus 
Christ, who before was preached unto you," 
&c. 

Luke xii. 37, " Blessed are those servants 
whom the Lord, when he cometh shall find 
watching." ' 

1 Thes. ii. 19, "For what is our hope or 
Joy, or crown of rejoicing 1 Are not eved ye 
m the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his 
coming." Also iii. 13. 

2 Thes. ii. 1, " Now we beseech you 
brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesu~ 
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Christ, and by your gathering unto him, that 
ye be not soon shaken in mind." 

James v. 7, 8, "Be patient, therefore, breth· 
ren, unto the coming of tlte Lord. Be ye 
also patient ; stablish your hearts ; for the 
coming of tlte Lord draweth nigh." (+t'Ytxe 
hath drawn nigh.) 

Col. iii. 4, " When Ch ist, who is our life, 
shall appear, then shall ye also appear with 
him in glory." 

1 John, iii. 2, "Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God; and he (Christ) hath not yet ap· 
pcared what we shall be; but we know that 
when he shall appear q>cwEpcue11 we shall be 
like him, for we shall sec him as he is." The 
rendering of o\i,:cu Elj>IWEpcu91J 1. ind. pass. "he 
hath not yet appeared," by "it doth not yet ap· 
pear," by no means gives the force of the ori
ginal, nor does it, I apprehend, give the idea 
that the Apostle meant to convey. When 
Christ appeared on the earth, it was in humi· 
lity; but when he shall appear next, it will be 
in glory; and then we shall be like him; for 
we shall then see him as he now actually is, 
in glory. What a powerful motive is this, to 
live in expectation of his coming. (See also J 
John ii. 28.) And this is the idea, the Apostle 
had in his mind, and wished to impress upon 
the minds of others. 

Heb. x. 37, "For yet a little while and he 
that shall come will come, and will not tarry." 
Consult also Phil. iii. 20, 21; iv. 5; 1 Cor. 
iv. 5; Rev. xvi. 15; xxii. 7. 12. 
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These passages are quite sufficient to show 
us that the ad vent of Christ was the grand ob· 
ject to which their eyes were constantly di
rected, and which tended so much to excite 
them to the performance of every duty. Why 
should it not be so with us?* 

It may be worthy of remark, that so long 
as the primitive Christians lived in the expec
tation of the coming of their Lord, they lived 
like pilgrims and strangers here as all their 
fathers were. They esteemed not their lives, 
dear unto themselves, so that they might ful
fil the work of the Lord assigned to them. 
The caves and the dens of the earth were then 
the dwellings of many of them. Their pro
perty, influence, and life itself, were all con-

*It would be useful if the reader would peruse the 
whole of the New Testament, with reference to this 
point. He would find, in the Epistles alone, at least 
forty:five plain references to the coming of Christ. 8ee 
Hom. ii. 5. 16; 1 Cor. i. 7, 8; iii. loS; iv. 5 ; xi. 26; 
xv, 23; xvi. 22; (Maran-atha, the Lord cometh;) 
2 Cor.i.l4; iv. 14; Ep. iv.30; Phil.i.6.10; ii. 
16; iii. 20; Col. iii. 4; 1 Thes. i.lO; ii. 19; iii.13; 
iv. 16; v, 2. 23; 2 Thes. i. 7; ii. 1. 8; iii. 5; 1 Tim. 
vi.14; 2 Tim. i.12.18; iv. 1. 8; Titus ii.13; Heb. 
ix. 28; x. 25; (that is thirty·five such references in 
Paul's Epistles.) James v, 7, 8; 1 Pet. i. 5. 7. 13; 
iv. 13; v. 4; 2 Pet. i. 16; iii. 10. 12; 1 John, iii. 2; 
iv. 17; Jude 14; Rev. i, 7; ii. 25; iii. 11; xxii. 
20, &c. 

The only way, however, in which the reader will be 
able to appreciate this distinguishing feature of the in· 
structions of the Apostles, is to carefully read their 
Epistles wiLh special reference to this subject. 

5 
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secrated to God. But whenever they began 
to say, "the Lord delayeth his comina," dis
putes arose among them; pride and ~orldli
ness sprang up; simplicity of life was changed 
for. pomp and luxury; lands were called by 
thetr names; castles were builded, as if the 
earth was to be man's final abode. But, above 
all, corruption crept into the church ; and 
hence was laid the found tion for that spirit 
of domination and oppression which, in after 
times, and especially in those called the dark 
ages, sought to crush the native independence 
of the soul of man, and to legislate from men 
the right of worshipping God according to the 
dictates of their own consciences and the com
mands of the Most Hirrh. 

No Hierarchy could have been established 
in the church-no Diotrephes-like spirit would 
have been allowed to spread its unhallowed 
influence abroad, if the servants of the Lord 
had still felt that they were brethren, and had 
obeved the command to call no man "Mas
ter." One of the blessed effects of the coming 
of Christ will be to break down, and to scatter 
to .t~e winds of ~eaven, every vestige of that 
spmt that exalts Itself against God, and lords 
it over God's heritage. The church shall be 
then as she was designed to be, a pure and a 
holy church; of one faith, one baptism, and 
under one Shepherd, the Lord Jesus. This 
is our hope. Come, Lord Jesus come 
quickly. ' 

A question of grave importance arises here, 
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and it is worthy the consideration of every 
lover of the truth, and especially of every 
Christian. It is this: Was it not morally im
possible that Popery should arise while the 
expectation of Christ's speedy return predomi
nated in the church 1 For one, I am free to 
confess, that I cannot see how it could have 
arisen. Could men, who hoped and expected, 
and prayed with apostolic fervor that the Lord 
should return quickly, even in their own day, 
and take the kingship of the earth to himself, 
and destroy all earth-born power-could such 
men sympathize with Popery, in its spirit and 
forms, as it ever has existed 1 Is there not 
reason to believe that the denial of this doc
trine was the chief means (providentially per
mitted) by which the Papacy arose 1 There 
was a falling away first from this doctrine. 
All the motives which it furnishes to a holy 
humble walk in Christian love and hope were 
expunged from the Christian's creed. The re
ligion of the major part of professors, and of 
those especially who, like Diotrephes, loved 
the pre-eminence, began to make a home for 
itself in this world, and lay its plans for long 
cycles of ages. From this corrupted state of 
Christianity arose the Papacy which has waxed 
great, and powerful, and persecuting, and 
which will continue until the Lord shall con
sume it with the spirit of his mouth, and de· 
stroy it in its civil and ecclesiastical forms, by 
his glorious Epiphany. 

Chillingworth has some thoughts on this 
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subject worthy the reader's attention. See his 
works, p. 729, Philada. Ed. 1840. 

VI. The DAY and the HOUR of the second 
advent of Christ is not known to us, nor can 
it be. 

Whatever knowledge we may have on any 
subject that is yet future, tl1USt be obtained by 
revelation. The simple reason, therefore, 
why we cannot tell when the second advent of 
our Lord shall take place, is the fact that it 
has not been revealed to us. God has, no 
doubt, wise purpo$es to accomplish, by con
cealing this most important event from us. 
Some of these purposes we may know now, 
and others hereafter. It becomes us to be con
tent with what has been revealed, and to live 
in expectation of that day, so that it may not 
come upon us unawares, and find us wholly 
unprepared for its solemn scenes. 

Just before our Saviour ascended up into 
heaven, his disciples asked him saying, "Lord, 
wilt thou, at this time, (Ev -rei) xpwvcp -rov-rcp) re
store again the kingdom to Israel 7 The ques
tion shows their full belief that the kingdom 
would be restored to Israel ; but the point of 
their inquiry was as to the time when it should 
be done. The answer of our Saviour is given, 
in reference to that fact. He does not deny 
that the kingdom will be restored ; nor does 
he give the slightest intimation that the disci
ples were wrong in their expectations, w h1ch 
he undoubtedly would have done, if they had 
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been mistaken on this subject. I am well 
aware that it is a common thing for Christians 
of the present Jay to attribute this question to 
a Juda.izing spirit in the Apostles, or to their 
ignorance of the real nature of Christ's king· 
dom. The charge of ignorance is, I appre
hend, by no means appropriate to these disci
ples. They ask merely as to the time that a 
certain event is to take place: the certainty 
that the event will take place is not doubted 
by them, nor denied by their Lord. Accord
ingly our Saviour replies, "It is not for you 
to know the times or the seasons (xpovO'll) ~ 
xa.~pov)) which the Father hath put in his own 
power."* 

*This passage is involved in not a little obscurity. 
As I have not yet seen any explanation which has fully 
satisfied my mind, I would venture the following expla
nation, which may aid to illustrate it· The point of 
difficulty is as to the time. It is evident, from John 
xiv. 28, and xvi. 6, 7. 16-33, that the disciples were 
fully persuaded that the Saviour was about to leave 
them, and to go to the Father for a season. He had 
told them so before his passion, and in consequence of 
it, their hearts were filled with sorrow. 'l'he three days 
of his death was not tte fulfilment of that promise; (or 
he plainly tells them, after his resurrection, that he is 
not yet ascended to his Father. His ascension was a 
future event. After his resurrection, we learn that Je
sus opened their understandings, that they might under· 
stand the scriptures. However much they may have 
mistaken the views of the Saviour before, we have rea
son to conclude that now they understood his will much 
better. When he led them out to Bethany, they, no 
doubt1 believed that he would ere long go from them, 
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But not to leave them wholly in the dark as 
to when that long expected day should arrive, 
he tells them that two things must happen, 
viz.: 1st. '' Y e shall receive power after that 
the Holy Ghost is come upon you:" and 2d, 
"Ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jeru. 
salem, and in Judea, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost parts of the earth." By a refer. 
ence to Luke xxiv. 21. 26, we learn that a si
milar expectation had been expressed by Cleo. 
pas, and his companion iri travel, to the Sa. 
viour, immediately after his resurrection-:-" we 
trusted that it had been he who should have 
redeemed Israel." The Saviour corrects their 
mistake as to the time of this redemption, by 
informing them that two events must precede 
that restoration, viz.: 1st, Christ must suffer 
these things, (which was now past;) and 2d, 
"He must enter into his glory"-a future 

but the precise time they did not know. They also 
knew that he would restore the kingdom to Israel, but 
they did not know the precise time of that event. The 
point of the question, then, seems to be this : "wilt 
thou, at this time, i. e. before thy departure, and before 
thy ascension to heaven, restore the kingdom to Israel; 
or will it not be done till after thy return ! The Sa. 
viour replies, '' it is not for you to know the times or 
the seasons'' in reference to this event. But ye shall 
receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you, &c. This answer was, undoubtedly, satisfactory, 
as to one point, viz.: that it would not be t.efore his as
cension, for it was not to take place till after the descent 
of the Holy Spirit, and the Spirit was not to be given 
till after the ascension of their Lord. 
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event. Thus we learn that there are four links 
in this chain of events, which are to pass on in 
the order of time before Israel's restoration 
can be looked for, viz.: 1st, The sufferings of 
Christ. 2d, His entrance into his glory. 3d, 
The descent of the Holy Ghost upon the 
Apostles; and 4th, The preaching of the gos
pel to the ends of the earth. 

One of these events had already taken 
place. Forty days afterwards the second was 
.accomplished, Christ entered into his glory. 
Fifty days after that the third was fulfilled 
viz.: the spirit was poured out upon the disci
ples ; and now there remains but one thing 
more to be done, viz.: the publishing the gos· 
pel to the ends of. the earth. Whenever that 
shall be accomplished, in accordance with the 
mind of the Saviour, then shall Israel be re
stored, and the Son of man shall appear. It 
is easy to perceive how this concealment of 
the purpose of God operated as a most power. 
ful motive upon the minds of the Apostles and 
primitive Christians to be holy, and to labor 
for the spread of the gospel throughout all the 
world. Three of the events promised were 
already fulfilled; and although they had no 
right to expect that a similarly short period 
should elapse between the third and fourth 
events, as between the second and the third, 
still they hoped the work might be accom
plished in their day. They kept in view the 
crown of life, which was promised at the com
ing of their Lord, which event would be pre-
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ceded by the universal spread of the gospel as 
a witness among all nations. Thus, we find, 
that although the disciples did not know the 
times nor the seasons which should precede 
the advent of Christ, they knew that it would 
happen as soon as the work assigned them 
should be accomplished. And this same truth 
is now held out to us as a powerful induce
ment to send the gospel to the ends of the 
earth; for "this gospel of the kingdom shaH 
be preached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations; and then shall the end come." 
Matt. xxiv. 14. 

In connection with the passage now under 
consideration, there is another of similar im
port, which may demand an explanation in 
this place. It is in Mark xiii. 32, " But of 
that day (the coming of the Son of man) and 
that hour knoweth no one, ( o.va~is) no, not the 
angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, 
but the Father." 

Here it is affirmed that the Son doth not 
know the day nor the hour that he is to return 
to the earth ; and the conclusion is then 
drawn, that it is utterly impossible for man to 
know anything about it. 

If it be true that the Son is ignorant of the 
day of his return to the earth, then it is clear 
that 1lle cannot know it. But this is the point 
to be examined. On the supposition that Jesus 
Christ is, in truth, ignorant of this fact, a dif
ficulty of no ordinary magnitude arises before 
us, and one which, in my vie\v, would tend to 
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shake the foundation of our faith-the Deity 
of Christ. For if the Son does not know the 
day of his return to the earth, the inference is 
plain, he is finite in knowledge; he is not 
God! 

To answer this difficulty, it is replied that 
the Son, f!'S. God, does know the day, but, as 
man, h~ I~ Ignorant o! it. This, to say the 
least of It, IS an exceedmgly unsatisfactory re
ply. It does not relieve the difficulty, but ra
ther increases it, for it divides the two natures 
of Jesus Christ, the union of which, for ever 
are essential to his existence as the God-rna~ 
Mediator. 
A~ interpretat~on,. however, may be given 

of this vers~, whiCh IS ~im~le, and completely 
solves the difficulty, wh1le It has the merit of 
being strictly in accordance with the princi
ples of sound interpretation. In 1 Cor. ii. 2, 
P~ul uses the following language : " I deter
mmed not to know ( a&x -rav EiMva.£, not to make 
known) any thing among you, save Jesus 
Christ and him crucified." In this verse and 
also i~ others, the meaning of the word' evi
dently Is to make known, to publish, or reveal. 
Adopting this sense of the word, ( a8u,) I 
know*) the meaning of the passage is plain. 

*The word utfffll occurs upwards of 650 times in the 
New Testament, all of which I have examined. As it 
has various shades of meaning, the sense of the word 
is to be determined by it& location and connection. The 
only passages that I have discovered, besides Mark 
:xiii. S2, where it is used in a cau.!ative sense, are in 
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It might very properly be rendered, "co~-
• cr that day or hour no one maketh tt cermn:::> 

1 
h' h . h 

known; no, not the ange s w tc a:e Ill ea-
ven neither doth the Son, (make 'lt known) 
but 'the Fothet·." This rendering is not only 
grammatically correct, but is in acc?rdance 
with the truth in the case. Jesus Chnst, as. a 
Prophet, came into this world to teach the wtll 
of his Father. In the performa~c~ of that 
d ty he never violated his commission. To 
r~vea. l to man the day of his secon.d advent 
was no part of his commission. It IS not ~o 
be made known. The day shall dfec0lahr~ 1;-

lf. As it formed then no part o n ·t s se . . 1 
official duty, the Evangeltst very p~oper "'! 
tells us that not even the Son knows It, or Is 
commissioned to make it known. 

Now although the day and the hour of 
Christ'; second advent is not know~ to us, n~r 
can it be, still there are, w~ perce1v~, certam 
things to take place before It, of whiC~ we do 
pos<:1ess the knowledcre. And these thmg~ are 
to b~ followed by others, whic~ shall h.appen 
immediately before, or at the time of h1s ad
vent. The gospel is first to be preached as a 
witness among all nations. ~he fulfilment of 
this duty will be connected With the restora
tion of the Jews to their own land. The other 
events, which are to follow shortly after, are, 

1 Cor. H. 2. 11, 12; xi. 3; Col. ii. I. Where th~ 
sense requires it to be rendered by " to rnake known, 
see McKnight, Locke, and Whitby and others. 
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1st, the great distress of the Jews, in conse
quence of the attack made on them by the 
army of Gog; 2d, the destruction of the army; 
3d, the downfall of antichrist; and 4th, the 
overthrow of the kingdoms of this world, so 
that they may become the kingdom of our 
Lord. All these events will follow in rapid 
succession, for the conversion of the Jews is 
to be brought about by the personal manifes
tation of the Son of God to them, as is also 
the destruction of the army of Gog, and the 
shaking of the nations of the earth, a& is ma
nifest from Ezekiel xxxviii. 14-23, and 
Zech. xii. 10. The Saviour, speaking by 
this latter Prophet, says, " I will pour out upon 
the house of David, and upon the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of sup
plication ; and they shall look upon me, whom 
they have pierced, and they shall mourn for 
him as one mourneth for his only son." And 
again, when leaving the tempfe for the last 
time, he says to the Jews, "Behold your house 
is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, 
ye shall not see me henceforth till ye shall 
say blessed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord." Their house (or temple) has been 
left to them desolate, and it will be trodden 
down of the Gentiles, till the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled; and that will be the time 
when they shall say " Hozanna! blessed is 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord." 
They saw him once, and they will see him 
again. And it shall be in that day, saith the 
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Lord, that thou shalt call me ':!I'N lshi, (my 
dear husband,) and shalt call me no more 
''.V.l Ba-a-li, (my master.) 
_ This is a glorious truth, that God's ancient 

people shall again acknowledge their Lord,. 
and shall no more depart from him. And 
what, I ask, mean these recent and astonish
ing developments of the p.ovidence of God 
concerning Israel? I ask, what do they mean 
that the lost tribes have been found 7 Surely 
the hand of God is in this thing. " He hath 
set his hand again the second time to recover· 
the remnant of his people, which he left, from, 
Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros,. 
and from Cush, and from Elam, and from 
Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the· 
islands of the sea." And soon " He shall set 
up an ensign for the nations, and shall assem· 
ble the outcasts of IsraGl, and gather the dis
persed of Judah from the four cor9ers of the 
earth." (Is. xi. 11, 12.) 

In the year 722 B. c., Shalmanezer, the 
King of Assyria came against the house of 
Israel in Samaria. After a seige of three 
years, he carried away the ten tribes captive 
into Assyria, and placed them in Halah, and 
in Habor, and by the river Gozan, and in the 
ctties of the Medes. The cause of this cap
tivity we learn from 2 Kings xvii. 22, 23; 
" For the children of Israel walked in all the 
sins of Jeroboam which he did; and they de
parted not frpm them ; until the Lord removed 
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Israel out of his sight, as he had said by his 
servants the Prophets." 

I~ the 2d Book of Esdras, xiii. 40-50, we 
are mformed by the writer, who ever he may 
b.e, that the ten tribes were carried beyond the 
r1ver Euphrates-that they took council to
gether, that they would leave the multitude of 
the heathen, and go forth into a further coun
tr~, where never mankind dwelt, that they 
mtght there keep their statutes which they 
never kept in their own land-that they went 
through the country a great journey, even of 
a year and a half, into the region of Arsareth, 
and that there they will remain till the latter 
time-until the times be ended, when they will 
~e brought out again by the direct interposi
tion .of Divine Providence. I merely refer 
to t.hts. author as a historical record of great 
anhqmty, and not as an inspired portion of 
God's word. 
. ~ow, for 2560 years, the world has been 
m. Ignorance of the hiding place of the ten 
tnbes. Even the Jews themselves, i.e. the house 
of Judah, seem to have had no correct know
ledge of what had become of their brethren. 
But see th.e ha~d·of God in this matter, seeing 
;hat the '~ set ttme to favor Zion" approaches. 
~wo Jewtsh merchants come into Europe, the 
d1stance of 3000 miles or more, and make 
known th.e fact that not less than five millions 
of Israehtes are settled in Bucham and in 
Little Thibet, and that they have ;emained 

6 
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there since shortly after their captivity.* The 
recently published account of the Nestorians 
in Khoordisthan, by Dr. Grant, shows us also 
that a remnant of the tribes have been saved, 
and have been witnesses for the Lord, while 
the Christian world was for centuries wrapped 
up in the darkness of Popish superstition.t 
Thus has the Lord, in these latter days, re
vealed to the world the dwelling place of his 
outcasts. His purposes in hiding them are 
accomplished; and his purpose in revealing 
them is made known to us by Jeremiah the 
Prophet. " Thus spea keth the Lord God of 
Israel-for lo l the days come that I will 
bring again the captivity of my people, Israel 
and Judah, saith the Lord; I will cause them 
to return to the land that I gave to their fa-

' thers, and they shall possess it." Jeremiah 
XXX. 3, 

These interesting discoveries should strength
en the faith of the Christian in Israel's God ; 
and they should make the infidel and the scof
fer to tremble. Jehovah's promises hasten on 
to their complete fulfilment. Will Infidels 
still be unbelieving 7 Will Christians be faith
less 7 Let them connect the fact that the ten 
tribes of Israel have been found, with the fact 
that the tribes of Judah have been raised up to 

*See "Lectures on the Jews," by the Rev. Hugh 
McNeal, of Liverpool, p. 128. 

t See Dr. Grant's account of the Nestorians. A 
most interesting work, and worthy an attentive pe· 
rusal. 
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an equality with the nations of the earth. And 
now they look forward with anxiety to the day 
when they shall again possess the land of their 
fathers. Five millions of Israelites, and five 
millions or more of the sons of Judah l What 
an army of witnesses will they be for God ! 
What a proof of " the goodness and of the se
verity of God !" A man must close his eyes 
to all reason and revelation, in times like these, 
who can refuse to see the hand of God, as 
stretched out in behalf of the Jew, or deny that 
the day of Israel's redemption draws nigh. 
God will plant them again in their own land, 
(Jer. xxxii. 41,) and will make them " one 
nation in the land, on the mountains of Is
rael." (Ezek. xxxvii. 22.) But that day will 
be a day of trembling and of fear. "All faces 
will be turned into paleness. Alas I for that 
day is great, so that none is like it; it is even 
the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall he 
saved out of it." Jer. xxx. 6, 7. Then will 
God chastise the nations of the earth for their 
oppression of his people. And whatever judg
ments may fall upon this land for her sins, 
she will not be chastised for the sin of grieving 
those whom the Lord has chastened. She 
alone, of the nations, has opened her arms of 
affection, and has afforded an asylum for the 
Jew as well as for the Gentile. But will 
America escape the judgments of God 1 Will 
not God put the cup of trembling into her hand 
also 7 Yes ; for he will shake all nations. 
And although we have not afflicted the sons 
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of Shem, we, alas! have oppressed the chil
dren of Ham. The cry of the oppressed has 
come up before God, " Behold the innocent 

. and the righteous blood crieth unto me, and 
the souls of the just complain continually; 
therefore, saith the Lord, I will surely avenge 
them, and receive unto me all the innocent 
blood from among them." 

As God has now discovered to the world 
the tribes which have long been lost, I doubt 
not but that, being influenced by hia spirit, 
they will soon begin to devise plans for their 
return to their own land, and their settlement 
therein. God will also move upon the hearts 
of the kings of the earth, as in the days of 
Cyrus, to favor their return, and to prepare 
the way for it. Soon shall we hear that the 
tribes are moving on towards Canaan. The 
day draws nigh. The times of the Gentiles 
are well nigh accomplished. Zion's redemp
tion is at hand. Then shall appear the sign 
of the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory. Then 
shall his saints rejoice, who shall be privileged 
to live and see that day-to see their Saviour 
return in his glory, and to share in the bless
edness of his triumphs. May such be our 
happy lot. But if not, may we, like Daniel, 
go our way till the end be-rest from our la
bors - and stand in· our lot among the re
deemed of the Lord, at the end of the days. 
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VII. I shall now consider the last topic 
proposed, viz.: that the return of our Lord, 
whenever it does take place, will be before 
the Millennium • 

In the discussion of the previous topics, I 
presume that no professing Christian would 
deny that the texts quoted fully prove that 
the Lord Jesus Christ will come again per
sonally to this earth. Some may be disposed 
to say, that while they hold to a real coming 
of Christ, yet it is only a spiritual one. There 
are others, who are convinced that the texts 
quoted prove conclusively that the Lord Jesus 
Christ will return again to the earth personally, 
but who maintain that it will not be till after 
the Millennium, and immediately before the 
final judgment, and the consummation of all 
things. . 

From both of these opinions I differ en- ' 
tirely. In opposition to the first opinion, viz. 
that Christ's coming is a spiritual one merely, 
I maintain that it is a visible and personal ap
pearance of the Saviour. And as to the se
cond opinion, the only difference is in the 
locating of the 1000 years of John. I main
tain that they are after the personal return of 
QUr Lord, while they affirm that they are be-
fore it. 

I have reserved for this place the arguments 
which support the doctrine of Christ's personal 
advent; believing that it is connected with the 
setting up of his Messianic kingdom, during 
which time he is to reign in Mount Zion, (Is. 

6* 
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xxiv. 23,) and not after the affairs of his 
kingdom shall have been administered by its 
absent King. Before entering on the argu
ment proposed, it may not be amiss to give a 
right exposition of a passage which has been 
considered an unanswerable objection to the 
views here maintained. The passage is the 
fdllowing, Matt. xxiv. 34, "Verily I say unto 
you, this generation shall not pass till all 
thege things be fulfilled." The objection is, 
that the destruction of Jerusalem-the end of 
the age, and the coming of Christ, were all to 
take place before that generation should pass 
11.way. As a generation does not exist more 
than 30 or 40 years, it is inferred that all 
those events are past nearly 1800 ye-ers ago, 
and it is vain now to look for their fulfil
ment. 

To this I answer, that the word (rEvEa.) 
" generation" often means a face, as well as 
a life time or period of 30 years. In fact, the 
latter is a secondary, and the former the pri
mary signification of the word.* That our 
Saviour meant the race, or Jewish nation, is 
manifest, 1st, from the fact that the Jewish 
race hath not yet passe~ away, although 
others have; and 2d, it is not true that aH 
tfiose things predicted did take place within 
the short space of thirty years after the ascen
sion of our Lord. The meaning of the verse 

*See Leigh's Critica Sacra. ver. }'fvea. Theophilact 
in loco. 
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evidently is, that the Jewish people should 
not become extinct, notwithstanding all the 
calamities they might be called to endure, un
til all these things should be fulfilled. The 
Jewish nation (EOvos) has been destroyed by 
the Romans, but the race (rEvEa.) still exists 
in a dispersed condition, not as a community 
or body politic in the proper sense. The pro
mis~ of God is pledged for their continued ex
isten~e as a people until the end, ot· the times 
of th~ Gentiles be fulfilled, and until the Son 
of map come. This sense is not only consis
tent with other portions of scripture, but also 
in accordance with the facts in the case. It 
is therefore a ·strong argument in favor of the 
personal and future advent of the Messiah, and 
by no means against it. 

In answer to all those who maintain that 
Christ's coming can only be a spiritual one, 
and that we have no scriptural authority to 
look for any other, I remark that such a 
coming is utterly impossible, in the very na
ture of the case. If we are not to have a per
sonal advent of Christ, we can have none at 
all. The reason is obvious. Only that can 
be returned which has been taken away. 
Christ has never been removed from the earth 
in spirit since his incarnation. " Lo ! I am 
with you always, even unto the end of the 
world ;" or, I am with you every day until 
the completion of the age. (See the Greek of 
Matt.xxviii.20.) There has not been a day, then, 
since his ascension, that he has not been with 
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his people spiritually, according to a previous 
declaration made to his disciples, viz.: " I will 
pray the Father and he shall send you another 
comforter, that he may abide with you for 
ever, even the spirit of truth." It is also clear 
that he never will be absent spiritually from 
the world. With what propriety, then, we 
can expect him to return to us, seeing he has 
ne'i'er been absent from us, I leave for others to 
decide. But the Saviour is absent in his bo
dily presence; and it is this, and this only, 
that we can scripturally look for to be returned 
to us. "A little while," saith the Saviour, 
"' and ye shall not see me ; and again, a little 
while, and ye shall see me-because I go to 
the Father." 

If, then, we have proved that we have a 
right to expect the return of our Lord to the 
€arth, in his bodily presence some time, we 
are now prepared to consider the glorious 
truth that he will come before the Millen
nium.* 

*I am well aware that some Christians maintain that 
the Millennium is past; and that others advocate the 
sentiment that this world is not to be blessed with ape
riod of unbounded, temporal, and spiritual blessings, 
for a period termed a thousand years, nor are the Jews 
to return to their own land, and once more be a distinct 
people upon the mountains of Israel. These last named 
hold, however, to the personal advent of Christ in great 
glory-and that he will then 11et up his everlasting king· 
dom,-and that this, his coming, which they daily ex
pect, is to bring the affairs of this world to a close. We 
do not agree with this opinion, but still rejoicethat there 
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Argument 1. My first argument to prove 
the personal pre-millennia! advent of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, is drawn from the fc1.ct, that he 
will appear personally at the destruction of the 
army of Gog, which is to take place before the 
Millennium. 

are so many who hold to the great and all-important 
doctrine-the speedy personal return of our blessed Re
deemer. There is much, concerning this whole sub
ject, which is purposely hid from us for the present; 
and yet there is enough revealed to excite us to duty 
and to watchfulness and prayer, so that we may be 
ready to meet him with joy at his coming. To all such 
as look for and wait for the coming of their Lord, 
we say affectionately, ''Be patient, brethren, for the 
coming of the Lord hath drawn nigh, "iln·lx.e." As 
to the former opinion, its inconsistency with gospel 
truth is so apparent, that its greatest advocate in this 
country has wholly abandoned it. The world, never 
yet since the fall, has bean in such a state as to answer, 
in any degree, to the glowing descriptions given of that 
period by the Prophets and Apostles. The binding of 
Satan-the peaceful and happy condition of man, and 
of the animal creation- the renewed fertility of the 
earth-the restoration of Israel-the unity of the' church, 
in fact and in form-aild especially the universality of 
holine;;s upon the earth, are events which are clearly 
predicted in the word of God, and are all future. 

The prayer which our. Lord taught his disciples to 
use, and which is offered up daily by the church 
throughout the world, leads us to expect still greater 
blessing-s than the world has ever enjoyed since the fall. 
When he taught us to pray," Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done on earth, as it is done in heaven," I can
not believe that he meant us to pray for that to which 
it was not the will of God to give a full and literal rea
lity. The will of God is dqne perfectly and constantly 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



70 SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST. 

Ezek. xxxviii. 18-20, " And it shall come 
to pass at the same time, when Gog shall 
come against the land of Israel, saith the Lord 
God, that my fury shall come up in my face. 
For · in my jealousy, and in the fire of my 
wrath have I spoken, surely in that day there 
shall be a great shaking in the land of Israel ; 
so that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of 
the heaven, and the beasts o' the field, and all 
creeping things that cteep upon the earth, and 
all the men that are upon the face of the earth 
shall shake at my presence, ('Jllo, a.~o npoo'c.lnov 

xvptov LXX,) and the mountains shall be 
thrown down, and the steep places shall fall, 
and every wall shall fall to the ground." 

The destruction of Gog is not only a future 
event, but is also to take place before the Mil
lennium. The only places where Gog and 

in heaven, and we are commanded to pray that it may 
also be done on the earth as it is in heaven. If this be 
the will of God, then, so completely to restore this lost 
world to its allegiance to God, that his will shall be 
done on earth as perfectly as in heaven, the kingdom, 
or state of things prayed for, is yet future; for no man, 
since the fall, has ever rendered such obedience as we 
are here taught to pray for. But, if it be not the will 
of God to produce such a state of things on the earth as 
shall accord with the fulY meaning of the prayer, then 
we are driven to the conclusion that the Saviour has 
taught us to pray for that which he never meant to be
stow npon us. Such a result is opposed to every pro
per idea we have of the character of God. Let us, 
therefore, believe that what God hath promised he will 
perform, and let us earnestly pray that he may speedily 
accomplish all these glorious promises. 
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M~gog are mentioned together in connection, 
are in Ezekiel xxxviii. and xxxix., and in 
Rev. xx. 8. In some things these powers are 
similar ; but the difference is so striking in 
other things, that it is astonishing how they 
ever have come to be confounded toO'ether. 
They are similar in the followi~g parti~ulars, 
viz.: 

1. In their name. 
2. In being the enemies of God's people. 
3. In their being gathered in a hostile man

ner. 
4. In their _having evil thoughts towards the 

church. 
5. In having fire and brimstone rained upon 

them from heaven, and being in this manner 
destroyed. 

They differ, however, materially in the fol
lowing particulars : 

1. The Gog and Magog of Ezekiel shall 
be led on by the prince of Mesheck and Tu~ 
hal; but the Gog and Magog of John are to be 
led by Satan. 

2. Ezekiel's army is to come from the north 
quarters; John's from the four quarters of the 
earth. Ezek. xxxviii. 6; Rev. xx. 8. 

3. Ezekiel describes them as coming against 
Israel, after they shall have r'eturned to their 
land, and after it shall have lain a long time 
desolate. They are described as dwelling 
safely in it in unwalled villages, without bars or 
gates, and before the Millennium. John de
scribes his army as coming up against the 
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camp of the saints, and the beloved city, and 
after the loosing of Satan, that is, after the 
1000 years, or the Millennium. 

4. The army described by Ezekiel shall 
prevail in a degree, and shall bring Israel 
into great distress. It is called the time of 
Jacob's trouble. The army of John shall only 
make the assault, and shall be suddenly de
stroyed. 

5. The destruction of Ezekiel's army is by 
a variety of means. 1. Their own swords 
shall be turned against them. 2. Judah shall 
fight against them. 3. The Saviour shall 
personally apJJear and discomfit them. 4. 
They shall be smitten with disease. 5. There 
will be an earthquake, an overflowing rain, 
great hailstones, fire and brimstone from God · 
their bodies will be food for the beasts of th; 
field, and for the fowls of the air. The army 
of John, on the contrary, is to be destroyed by 
fire out of heaven, and shall be consumed in 
no other way. 

6. The bones of the Gog and MagoO' of 
Ezekiel are to be buried in the land of Isra~l
their funeral will last seven months- their 
weapons will serve the Israelites for fuel for 
seven years, and a time of peace is to succeed. 
The army of Jol1n is to be consumed by fire ; 
there is to be nothing of them left that can be 
buried. Their destruction is to be followed by 
the final resurrection-by the day of judgment, 
and the end of the world. 

This is sufficient to show that these armies 

SECOND ADVENT OF CH 73 

are wholly distinct, and are both-future, though 
a thousand years apart. . 

This destruction of the Gog of Ezekiel is to 
be by the presence of the Lord. That this 
presence of the Lord is a personal pres~nce, I 
would prove. 

1st. From Zech. xiv. 4, "Then shall the 
Lord go forth and fight against those nations, 
as when he fought in the day of battle." This 
may refer to Joshua x.l-14, where the Lord 
destroyed the armies of the five kings of the 
Amorites, which united with Adoni-zedec 
against Joshua. 'they were destroyed, in 
part, by the " great stones which the Lord 
cast down from heaven upon them." The 
point of comparison is, that they were de
stroyed by the direct interposition of God, as 
the people of Gog will be. There is, however, 
a difference in other particulars. There is to 
be an eartTtquake, and the Sa'Diour is person· 
ally to appear. For, continues the Prophet, 
" His feet shall stand in that day upon the 
Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem 
on the east ; and the Mount of Olives shall 
cleave in the midst thereof towards the east 
and towards the west, and there shall be a 
great valley ; and half of the mountain shall 
remove towards the north, and half of it to .. 
ward the South." 

,One would think that the simple reading of 
this prophecy would be sufficient to convince 
the most incredulous that it is yet fltture. 
And yet, strange to tell, it has been tortured 

7 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



74 SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST. 

to apply alone to the destruction of Jerusalem 
by the Romans. With what propriety I leave 
for the thinking to decide. The editors of the 
Comprehensive Commentary say, in a note on 
verse 4, "The best idea to be gathered from 
the dubious opinions of Commentators on this 
passage seems to be, that it refers to an extra
ordinary interposition of the Lord in the re
storation of the Jews." Dr. Gill refers it to 
the resurrection. The language of the Pro
phet is peculiar, and certainly it is very stronO'; 
and if it do not prove the personal appearan~e 
of the Lord in that day, I doubt whether a 
passage can be found in the whole word of 
God to p1ove it. 

2. The personal presence of the Lord is 
further proved from the language itself, which 
is used by the Holy Spirit to express that ap
pearance. " At the same time- all- shall 
shake at my presence," ,JDo " before the face 
of the Lord," &.no rtpoawrtov xvptov, as it is ren
dered by the LXX.* Ez. xxxviii 18-20. 

Upon a careful examination of the places 
where the words (,JDo) rendered," at my pre-

*The word 71'~GIT~7m, (from 71'~Gu, to, and~. the eye.) 
occurs in the New Testament 77 times; and in every 
instance it includes the idea of the pers1•nal presence qf 
the person or th~ng referred to; &7ro 'fr~Gu,J,71'w xu~tcu 
occurs but three times, viz.: Luke i. 76; Acts iii. 19; 
2 Thes. i. 9 ; and in each of these places it must mean 
the actual personal presence of the Lord. We thus 
learn how the LXX understood the words (,JilD) at my 
presence. 

r 
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sence," occur in the Hebrew Bible, it will be 
found that they invariably mean, not a spi
ritual, but an actually visible or personal pre
sence of the object referred to. Take the fol
lowing examples as a specimen. 

Gen. iii. 8. " Adam and his wife hid them
set ves from the presence ( 1JDo at the personal 
presence) of the Lord." 

N urn. xx. 6, " And Moses and Aaron went 
from the presence ('JDo the personal presence) 
ofthe assembly." 

1 Kings, xii. 2, "Jeroboam fled from the 
presence (,JDO the personal presence) of Solo
mon." 

Ps. Ixxviii. 55, " He cast out the heathen 
also before them, (cn•Jllo at their personal pre
sence.") 

2 Kings iii. 24, "So that they (the Moab· 
ites) fled before them, (on•JDD at their personal 
presence.") . . . 

Gen. vi. 13, " The earth 1s filled wtth vw
lenee through them, (cirJDO at their personal 
presence.") 

Zech. xiv. 5, "Like as ye fled from before 
the (•Joo at the presence of the) earthquake, 
i. e., not a figurative or a spiritual earth
quake, but an actual shaking of the material 
earth."* 

Gen. vii. 7, "And Noah went in, and his 
sons-into the ark, because (,JDO at the visible 
presence) of the waters of the flood." 

*See Lyranus, Jarchi, White in loco. 
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Ex. xix. 18, " And Mount Sinai was alto
gether on a smoke, because ( '.lDO at the personal 
presence of) the Lord descended upon it in 
fire." 

Thus, by making the Bible its own expositor, 
we arrive at the truth in this matter. 

In Isaiah Ixiv. 1-3, the word occurs three 
times. Reference is here made to the 8econd 
advent of Christ, which, all acknowledge, will 
be a per8onal coming, whenever it does take 
place. " Oh, that thon wouldst rend the hea
vens, that thou wouldst come down, that the 
mountains might flow down at thy presence, 
1'JDo. This chapter is evidently connected 
with the preceding chapters, which must un
doubtedly refer to times yet future; and not 
only so, but especially to the scenes to take 
place in connection with the Jewish nation. A 
part of chap. Ixi. has been fulfilled by the first 
advent of the Messiah, as we Jearn from Luke 
iv. 18-21. "The acceptable year of the 
Lord" has come, but "the day of vengeance 
of our God" is yet future : and hence the Sa
viour stopped in his reading, in the very mid
dle of the verse, when he reached this clause, 
simply, because it was not then fulfilled, nor 
has it yet been. Those who feel determined 
to apply this prophecy to the first advent of 
Christ, will find that they have undertaken a 
work which the Saviour himself did not at
tempt. His knowledge of the truth led him, 
in reading, to stop just where he did; our ig
norance hurries us onward, and hence our in-
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consistencies in the exposition of this animat· 
ing portion of God's word. Our prayer should 
be with the prophet, " Make thy name known 
to thine adversaries, that the nations may 
tremble at thy presence."'*· 

Now, as the word invariably is applied to 
the actual presence of the person or thing 
spoken of, and is thus applied to the Saviour 
in the passage before us, we feel fully author
ized to say that the presence of the Lord, in 
Ezek. xxxviii. 20, must mean a visible and 
personal appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This visible ~nd personal appearance of the 
Lord is to be at the same time that the army 
of Gog shall be destroyed, which is before the 
Millennium. It, therefore, clearly follows, 
that the visible and personal advent of our 
L_ord to this earth, is to be before the Millen
mum. 

Argument 2. My second argument to prove 
the pre-millennia! advent of our Lord and Sa. 
viour Jesus Christ, is drawn from the fact, 
that the destruction of antichrist, which is, 
most undoubtedly, to take . place before the 
Millennium, is to be by the glorious appear
ance of our Lord. 

2 Thes. ii. 8, " And then shall that wicked 
be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume 

*See parallel pas~a.ges in Ez. xxxviii. 20; Joel iii. 
16 ; Amos i. 2; Hag. ii. 6, 7; Zech. xiv. 4·, 5. 
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with the spirit of his moutb, and shall destroy 
with the brightness of his coming." 

It is of no consequence to decide now the 
much disputed question, who or what is meant 
by that " wicked one" ( 0 wo'"'os) in the text, 
as that does not affect the issue of this argu· 
ment. * All agree that the destruction of anti
christ, or that " Wicked," (one) is to be be
fore the Millennium ; for t}te whole descrip
tion of that happy period of the church and of 
the world is utterly at variance with the exist
ence of any such power during that time. The 
usual interpretation, however, which is put 
upon this verse is, that, by the c.oming of 
Christ, no more is intended than the universal 
diffusion of the knowledge of Christ ; that is, 
that the simple and unostentatious gospel is 
the thing which is to destroy antichrist. How 
far this opinion is consistent with the princi
ples of sound exposition of God's word, others 
may have their doubts; but, as for myself, I 
view it as entirely at variance with the mind 
·of God, as well as utterly subversive of every 
rule of sound critical exposition. 

Paul affirms that "that Wicked" (o <Wo'"'os) 
shall be destroyed by the brightness of his 
coming, ( 1~ itt~if>cwEiq. 1~s nap011e1ia.s a.v1o1i,) by 
the Epiphany of his coming, or appearing and 
coming. This coming is a thing to be seen 

* For the beat information on this subject read " Ben 
Ezr.a's Coming of the Messiah," vol. 1, phenom. iii. 
pages 177-266. Also'' Cunninghame on the Man of 
Sin." 
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by the bodily eye, as well as to be felt by the 
soul in its effects. A careful examination of 
the meaning of the words used, may go far to 
fix, permanently, the meaning of the verse. 
If it can be shown that the word (in~if>cwEic,t) 
"brightness" always means a personal ap
pearance of the object to which it relates, and 
that when applied to our Saviour, it invariably 
refers to his glorious appearance ; and if it 
can also be shown that the word (na.pove1ta.) 
" coming" always means a literal, a per
sonal coming, we cannot perceive how the 
conclusion can be avoided, that the '' Wicked 
one," or antichrist, is to be destroyed by the 
actual presence of our Lord and Saviour re· 
turned to the earth before the Millennium. 

The word (intif>avEia.) brightness or appear
ing occurs but six times in the New Testa
ment, in the following places. 

1 Tim. vi. 14, "That thou keep this com
ma~dment without spot, u:nrebukable until the 
appearing (.u~xp~ 1']S En~if>cwaas) of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

2 Tim. i. 10, "But is now made manifest 
by the appearing (8m 117s Ett~if>cwua.!) of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ." This refers to the 
first advent of Christ, which, of course, was a 
personal one. 

2 Tim. iv. 1, "I charge thee, therefore, be
fore God, and the ·Lord Jesus Christ, who 
shall judge the quick and the dead at his ap· 
pearing, (xo.1<X. -r~v in~tcivuo.v) and his king· 
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dom." His kingdom is here united w~th his 
appearing, showing that they synch:omz~. 

2 'fim. iv. 8, " Henceforth there IS la1d up 
for me a crown of righteousne?s, which the 
Lord the rio-hteous Judge, shall gtve me at that 
day,.' (viz. the day of his appearing,) and not 
to me only, but unto all them also who love 
his appearing, 'Z'~ll in~q,imcw a:U-roii." 

Titus ii. 13, " Looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing ( En~q,~E'~a.v 
'Z'fJ~ ao~fJ~) ofthe Great God, even our Savwur 
Jesus Christ." 

2 Thes. ii. 8, "And then shall that Wicked 
be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume 
with the spirit of his m01~th, an~ sh~ll destro;r 
by the brightness of hts commg, ln~ipa.liELq. 
-r~~ na.povO'ta.~ a:U-ro1i. 

The word (na.povO'ta.) coming occurs twent~
four times in the New Testament, and m 
every insta~ce it refers. to the actual appear
ing or commg of the object. referred. to. 

Matt. xxiv. 3, " What Is the s1gn of thy 
I ' '"" .... .... :) ' ' coming) -r~ -ro 0'1J~-tHov 'Z'fJ~ O'fJ~ na.p~O'~a.~ • . 

Matt. xxiv. 27, "As the ltghtmng-so 
shall the coming ( ~ ?ra.povO'ta.) of the Son of man 
be." 

Matt. xxiv. 37, "As the days of Noah
so shall also the coming ( ~ napovO'ta.) of the 
Son of man be." 

Matt. xxiv. 39,-" till the flood came- so 
shall also the coming (~ napovO'La.) of the Son 
ofman be." 
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1 Cor. xv. 23, "They that are Christ's at 
hi~ coming, (Ell -rfj ~a.povO'tq..") • 

1 Cor. xvi. 17, "I am glad of the comzng 
(sni -rfj na.pov<1£q.) of Stephanas." 

2 Cor. vii. 6, " God-comforted us by the 
coming (Ell -rfj na.povO'tq.) of Titus." . . 
~ Cor. vii. 7, "And not by hzs A:Omtng 

only, &c. (E, -r·n 7f'a.povO'tq..") 
2 Cor. x. io, "But his (Paul's) bodily 

presence (~ U ?ra.pouO'~ oz>oii O'cf>J.'a'Z'o~) is weak." 
Phil. i. 26, "That your rejoicing may be 

more abundant in Christ Jesus for me, by 
my coming, (a~G 'Z'~s ll-'f]s na.povO'to.~) to you 
again." 

Phil. ii. 12, "Wherefore, my beloved, as 
ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, (Ell oz>fj na.pov<1£q. !-til) but now much more 
in my absence, (&.novO'tq.) &c." . 

1 Thes. ii. 19, "What is our hope, or JOY, 
or crown of rejoicing 7 Are not even ye in 
the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his 
coming, (Ev 'Z'~ a:Uoz>ov na.povO'tq..") 

1 Thes. iii. 13, " To the end he may es
tablish your hearts unblameable in holiness 
before God, even our Father, at .the coming 
{Ell -r·finapovO'tq.) of our Lord Jesus Christ with 
all his saints." 

1 Thes. iv. 15,-" we which remain and 
are alive, and remain unto the coming (El~ -rt}ll 
na.povc1tav) of the Lord shall not prevent (be be
fore) them which are asleep." 

1 Thes. v. 23, "And I pray God your 
whole soul and body be preserved blameless 
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unto tlte coming (lv -rnna,povatq.) of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

2 Thes. ii. 1, "Now we beseech you, 
brethren, by (concerning) the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, (1inEp -r~s nu.poua,a,s) and by 
our gathering unto him, that ye be not soon 
shaken in mind." 

2 Thes. ii. 8,-" shall destroy with the 
brightness of his coming, ( ~s na,poua~a,s.") 

2 Thcs. ii. 9, "Even him whose coming 
(ov ~ na,povata,) is after the working of Satan." 

James v. 7, "Be patient, therefore, breth
ren, unto the coming of the Lord, (~ws -r~s 
na,pooata,s 't'ov Kup,o1i/') 

James v. 8, " Be ye also patient ; stablish 
your hearts ; for the coming of the Lord 
drawcth nigh, (~ na,povata, -ro1i Kup,ov ~'Y"f"CE·") 

2 Peter i. 16, "For we have not followed 
cunningly devised fables, when we made 
known to you the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, ( 'Z''YJV na,povata,v) but were 
eye-witnesses of his majesty." Peter refers 
here to the transfiguration of Christ on the 
Mount, which was an actual appearance .(so 
far as humanity could bear it) of what the Son 
of God will be in his second advent. 

2 Peter iii. 4, " Where is the promise of 
his coming? ( -r~s na,pouaia,s <W-roii.) 

2 Peter iii. 12, " Looking for and hasting 
the coming ( -r~v na,pova,a, .. ) of the day of 
God." 

1 John ii. 28, "And now, little children, 
abide in him ; that when he shall appear we 
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may have confidence, and not be ashamed 
before him at his coming, iv -rfj na,povaia, 
011'1-roti." 

These are all the places that I have been 
able to find in the New Testament, where the 
wor?s (ln,cpavHa,) appearing and ( na,povaia,) 
comzng occur. The mere reading of them 
must convince every one that they can only 
refer to a personal appearance of the object 
referred to. There is no place where the 
~ense of the passage can be preserved by mak
mg the word denote a spiritual or figura
tive advent of the object to which the word re
lates. As this, then, is the case, we feel that 
we are fully authorized in maintaining that 
the coming of Christ here spoken of must be a 
visible and personal coming. But the Apostle 
tells us that one object of the coming of Christ 
is to destroy antichrist, the man of sin, the son 
of perdition, as he is called in verse 3d. The 
destruction of antichrist, it is manifest, must 
be before the Millennium, consequently Christ's 
second advent in g!ory must be before the 
Millennium. -

The language of the Apostle is peculiar in 
the verse under consideration, " Whom the 
Lord. shall consume (&.va.~~aH) with the spirit 
of h1s mouth; and shall destroy (xMa,pr~aH) 
~vith the b7ightness of his coming." There 
IS, most evidently, a two-fold influence to be 
excited against that " Wicked" by the Lord. 
The one is " the spirit of his mouth," and the 
other " tlze brightness of his coming." These 
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two expressions cannot mean the same thing. 
The word spirit (rtvu.l.ua.) occurs in the New 
Testament about 389 times, and in no instance 
does it apply to the coming of Christ. It does, 
however, mean the gospel. See 2 Cor. iii. 7 , 8, 
"If the ministration of death (the law) was 
glorious-how shall not the ministration of 
the apirit (the gospel) be rather glorious?" 
The expression, " the spirit of his mouth," I 
do not find in any other place in the New 
Testament. It may, then, mean, that the 
powerful and faithful preaching of the gospel 
will effectually break down or dissolve the ec
desiastical power of the man of sin, and 
thus be preparatory to the destruction, which 
is to follow, by the personal appearance of 
Christ. 

It is not necessary to suppose that these two 
events synchronize; or, that the destruction of 
the man of sin should immediately follow this 
consumption by the Spirit, and yet, it would ap
pear, that when the Lord begins the work of 
destruction, He will soon finish it. This verse 
may mark out to us distinctly the order of 
events in reference to this power. The same 
thing is foretold by John, in Rev. xiv. 6, 8, 
where the angel, having the everlasting gospel 
to preach to them that dwell upon the earth, 
and every nation and kindred, and tongue, and 
people, is followed by another angel declaring 
that "Babylon is fallen, is fallen." 

To me it appears clear that the apostle, by 
the peculiarity of this expression, has teference -
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to the two1old aspect in which the Man of Sin 
presents himself, viz. in a religious and a politi
cal character. The gospel faithfully published 
to all the nations of the earth must inevitably 
loosen the religious hold he may have on the 
h1inds of the people, but the destruction of his 
political power is to be accomplished by the 
personal appearance of the Lord Jesus. The 
particular mode of this destruction is not fully 
revealed to us, but it will no doubt be by awful 
judgments upon those who have the mark of 
the beast upon them. The words of Daniel 
will then be fulfilled "and there shall be a time 
of trouble, such as never was, since there was 
a nation, even to that same time." 

As to the time of antichrist's* destruction, 
the scriptures show us that it is bifore the Mil
lennium; for, during that period Satan is to be 
bound, so that the nations of the earth may not 
be deceived by him till the thousand years are 
past. To suppose that this power will exist on the 
earth during that period, when all shall be peace 
and happiness and holiness among men, and 
harmony among the beasts of the field, is 
too glaringly opposed to the plain statements 
of the Scripture to need any serious answer. 
The destruction of "that Wicked" (& a-vo.uo)) 
being before the binding of Satan, and that be-

• It will be evident to all that the "Man of Sin," 
"Son of Perdition," or "Wicked" of Paul, is the same 
as the "Beast" of Daniel, and the "Babylon" and ••Scar
let-coloured" woman of John, which go by the general 
name of antichrist. 

8 
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ing accomplished by the brightness of the com
ing of t!Je Lord personally, ~ve have abundant 
reason for maintaining, as we do, that our bless
ed Redeemer will return again to this earth in 
the greatness of His might, and in His glory 
before the millennium. 

3. My third argument for the pre-millennia! 
advent of our Lord, is drawn from the fact 
that the conversion of the Jewish nation, 
~vhich is to take place bifore the Millennium, 
IS connected with the personal appearance of 
the Saviour. 

:rhat t~is subject may be m.aae plain to every 
m1.nd I ~Ill prove from the B1ble the following 
pomts, VIZ. 

L That the Jews as a nation or people are 
to inherit their own land again, and are to be 
converted to God, and to embrace Jesus of Na
zareth as their Messiah. 

2. !hat this conversion of the Jewish peo
ple Will be before or at the beginning of the 
millennium. And 

3. That it is to be accomplished by the per
sonal appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ to 
them, accompanied by the outpouring of the 
Spirit of God upon them. 

( 1.) The Jews as a nation are to possess 
the land of Judah and to embrace Jesus of Na
zareth as their long expected Messiah. 

By the term Jews, I include all those who are 
the decendants of Abraham, comprehendina 
the houses oflsrael and of Judah. The schis~ 
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which took place between them in the reign of 
Jeroboam the son of Solomon, B. C. 975 has 
has never yet been healed. About 253 year:s 
after their separation, the kingdom of Israel 
was overthrown by Shalmanezer, the king of 
Assyria. The people were carried away cap
tive, and dispersed in the various districts of 
Assyria. About 117 years afterwards the 
house of Judah were carried captive by Nebu
chadnezzar, from which many returned under 
Cyrus 70 years afterwards. Their final dis
persion was under the Romans, when their 
temple was destroyed in the year A. D. 71. 
Some of the Israelites and some of the Jews, 
in every age, have embraced the truth, and have 
confessed "Jesus Christ ; but, as a people they · 
still adhere to the law ofMoses, for the veil is 
upon their faces while they read Moses and the 
Prophets. "Nevertheless," says Paul, "when 
they shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be 
taken away."·" 

The Prophecies concerning their captivity 
and dispersion, are Vf3ry explicit, and they have 
been fu !filled to the letter. And the prophecies 
concerning their union,and their conversion 
are equally explicit, and we doubt not that in 
like manner they will be exactly and literally 
fulfilled. 

*Dr. Grant's recently published, and interesting ac· 
count of the Nestorian Christians of the house of Is. 
rae!, shows us that great multitu~es of them have bePn 
converted to Christianity. His work is well worth the 
careful perusal of every lover of the Jewish people, and 
of every student of Prophecy. 
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In Leviticus xxvi. Moses predicts their dis
persion, and also their gathering. The first 
has taken place, and concerning the latter, he 
says, "And yet for all that, when they be in 
the land of their enemies, I will not cast them 
away, neither will I abhor them, to destroy 
them utterly, and to break my covenant with 
them, for I am the Lord their God." " I will 
remember my covenant With Jacob, and my 
covenant with Isaac, and my covenant with 
Abraham I will remember ; and I will remem
ber the land.'' 

Hosea, who lived before the overthrow of 
Israel, predicts their captivity in the following 
language, (ix. 3) "they shall not dwell in the 
Lord's land ; but Ephraim shall return to 
Egypt, and they shall eat unclean things in As
syria." In chap. xiv. 4-9, we have a ioy
ful prediction of their return. God says,"" I 
will heal their backslidings, I will love them 
free! y, for mine anger is turned away from him. 
I will be as the dew unto Israel ; he shall grow 
as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Leba
non." 

Jeremiah (xvi. 14,) predicts their return, 
"Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that 
it shall no more be said the Lord liveth who 
brought up the children of Israel out of the land 
of Egypt ; but, the Lord liveth who brought 
up the children of Israel from the land of the 
North, and from all the lands whither he had 
driven them; and I will bring them again to 
their land that I gave unto their fathers." 

In Jer. iii. 17, 18, we have a distinct pro-

SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST, 89 

phecy concerning the return of Israel and of 
Judah. " At that time they shall call Jerusa
lem the throne of the Lord ; -K< and all nations 
shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the 
Lord, to Jerusalem, neither shall they walk 
any more after the imaginations of their evil 
heart. In those days the lwuse of Judah shall 
walk with the lwuse of Israel, and they shall 
come together out of the land of the North, to 
the land that I have given them for an inherit
ance unto your fathers." 

Jer. xxx. 3, "For lo, the days come saith the 
Lord that I will bring again the captivity of 
my people Israel and Judah, saith the Lord ; 
and I will cause them to return to the land that I 
gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it." 

The prophecy of Ezekiel xxxvii. 15-28 is 
remarkably explicit both as to the return of 
the Jewish nation, and also as to their union and 
conversion. "I will take the children of Isra
el from amoug the heathen-and I will make 
them one nation in the land upon the mountains 
oflsrael, and one king shall be king to them all; 
and they shall be no more two nations, neither 
shall they be divided into two kingdoms any 
more at all." .These passages may suffice to 
prove their return from captivity, and from 
their dispersion, to their own land. 

The following passages prove that they will 
be converted to God from all their idolatry and 
sin, and will be a holy nation. 

Ezek. xxxvii. 26, " Moreover I will make a 

• See also Ezek. xliii. 7. Zach. xiv. 9. 

* 
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covenant of peace with them ; it shall be an 
everlasting covenant with therp, and I will 
place them, and multiply them, and will set 
my sanctuary in the midst of them for ever
more. My tabernacle shall be with them; yea 
I will be their God, and they shall be my peo
ple. And the heathen shall know that I the 
Lord do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary 
shall be in the midst of them for evermore." 

Ezek. xxxix. 25, "Now will I bring again 
the captivity of Jacob, . and ltave mercy upon 
the whole house of Israel-neither will I hide 
my face any more from them; for I have pour
ed out my spirit upon the house of Israel." 

Jer. xxx. 31-34 "Behold the days come 
saith the Lord, that I will make a new cove
nant with the house of Israel and with the 
house of Judah. And this shall be the cove
nant that I will make with the house of Israel. 
After those days (viz. after their , dispersion 
and their return) saith the Lord, I will put my 
law in their in ward parts, and write it 
in their hearts ; and will be their God and 
they shall be my people-for they shall all 
know me from the least of them unto the great
est of them, saith the Lord : for I will forgive 
their iniquity and I will remember their sin no 
more.'' 

Zech. xii. I 0, "And I will pour upon the 
house of David and upon the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of suppli
cation, and they shall look upon me whom 
they have pierced (viz. Jesus) and they shall 
mourn for him as one mourneth for his only son .. 
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Read also Romans, xi. 1-36, which clear· 
ly proves the restoration of the Jews to the fa
vour of God as in days past; and also the 
clear predictions of Hosea chap. ii. 14-2?· 

And in Malachi iii. 4, we are told that Ill a 
future day the "offerings of Judah and of Jeru
salem shall be pleasant unto the Lord, as in 
the days of old, a8 in former years." 

These passages sufficiently prove that the 
Jews, as a nation, are to possess the land of 
Judea again, and to be converted to God, and 
acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
Messiah. 

2. This conversion of the Jews to the Sa-
1Viour is to take place before the Millennium. 

From the preceding prophecies it is very 
€Vident that their return to their own land is 
before that happy period. Indee~, it is the 
·union of the Jews, and of the Gentiles, under 
one shepherd, that so ?istinctly marks out to 
us that time, as pecuharly the glory ~f the 
church and of the world. The converswn of 
the Je~s, with that of the Gentiles, is in fa?t 
the Millennium. If they be not grafted agam 
into their own olive tree, and if the Gentiles 
"partake not with them of the root and fatness 
ofthe olive tree," then the prophets and the 
apostles have predicted that which will not 
come to pass, and the whole church of God, 
from the days of Joel, the first of the Prophets, 
till the present day, have been deceived. It is 
true that now the Jews, "as concerning the gos
pel are enemies for our (the Gentiles) sakes ; 
but as touching the election, they are beloved 
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for their fathers' sakes." But " there shall 
come a deliverer out of Zion, and shall turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob," so that Israel 
shall be saved. 

A careful perusal of Ezekiel, chapters xxxiv. 
xxxix, will convince the reader that the Jews 
will return to their own land, in their uncon
verted state, and that their conversion to God, 
upon the mountains of Israel, will be after 
their return. It is needless to quote these chap
ters in full ; only let them be carefully read. 
"Thus saith the Lord, now will I have mercy 
upon the wlwle house of Israel, after they have 
?orne .their shame, and when they dwell safely 
m theu land, and none make them afraid." 
Both of these events, viz., their return, 1 and 
their conver'3ion, are yet future; and their 
conversion is to be preceded by their restora
tion. 

3. This conversion of the Jews, nationally, 
is to be by the personal appearance of the 
Saviour, accompanied by the special outpour
ing of the Holy Spirit. 

The question is often asked, what is the 
necessity of his appearapce for the conversion 
of the Jews 1 We might answer it by askina 
another, viz.: what was the necessity :r 
Christ's appearing to Paul to convert him 1 
The truth is, we know nothing of the mind of 
God in any matter, except as he may see fit 
to inform us. In this case, we only know the 
fact which God has revealed ; but the reason 
1vlt.y he will do so cannot now be known to us. 
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Seeing that it is predicted, we can see the ne
cessity of its taking place ; for every jot, and 
every tittle of all that God has spoken must 
be fulfilled. The simple word of God, and 
not our views of the propriety or the ne
cessity of things, is to be our rule of faith and 
duty. 

In Zech. xiii. 9, we are explicitly told that 
those who shall be saved in the great day of 
their distress, shall say, "The Lord is my 
God." In the following chapter, verse 4th, 
" The feet of the Lord are to stand, in that 
day, on the Mount of Olives." And in chap. 
xii. 10, they are to look upon him (''N ,t:l,.:m) 
whom they have pierced. The piercing was 
a literal thing, and so will the looking be. 
The allusion is, no doubt, made to the brazen 
serpent, which Moses raised up in the wilder
ness, and to which the bitten Israelites were 
to look. The same word is used by the pro
phet to express the idea of their looking on 
the Messiah that is used by Moses to express 
the idea of looking on the brazen serpent. 
The primary meaning of the word (t:l.Jl) is, to 
direct the eye ; to look; its secondary and 
accommodated meaning is, to look with the 
eye of the mind, to consider. If the Prophet 
had meant to convey to us the idea that the 
looking of the Israelites upon him whom they 
had pierced was to be merely an act of the 
mind, an act of faithl without any visible ap· 
pearance, another word (viz. :'IN,) would have 
been used. But the choice of this wm·d (~.Jl) 
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shows us that a literal looking is meant. 
They shall see Jesus in person. 

In the Prophet Joel (iii. 9-21) reference is 
made to the same distressing time that is to 
precede the appearance of the Saviour, · of 
which Zechariah and Ezekiel speak. The 
12th verse speaks of Jehovah sitting on the 
Mount of Olives (Zech xiv. 4,) to judge the 
nations that shall be ass mbled in the valley 
of Jehoshaphat, (or the valley of Judgment,) 
which evidently conveys to us the idea of his 
actual presence. If he be actually there, 
what objection can there be. to his being visi
bly there at the same time 7 Surely there can 
be no g0od reason for denying it. 

Ezekiel's testimony is peculiarly strong on 
this point. He speaks of the erection of the 
temple, after the reunion of the twelve tribes, 
and of" the glory of the Lord," or the visible 
presence of the Lord in his sanctuary. The 
Saviour calls it the place of his throne, and 
the place of the ''soles of his feet," (Ezek. 
xliii. 7 ; Is. lx. 13.) This expression shows 
us what we are to understand by " the glory 
of the Lard," ("'"' ,,:J:~) in the 4th and 5th · 
verses of this chapter, and which occurs fre
quently in the scriptures, viz., the actual and 
visible presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
That the expression " the glory of the Lord" 
must refer to the visible appearance of Jeho
vah, is clear from the following paasages of 
scripture, viz.: 

Num. xvi. 42, "And, behold, the cloud co-
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vered it, (the tabernacle,) and the glory of the 
Lord ( nli1' ,,.,,) appeared." 

1 Kings viii. 11, ''So the priests could not 
stand to minister before the cloud ; for the 
'glory of the Lo1·d' hath filled the house of the 
Lord." 

Ex. xvi. 10, "And, behold, the 'glory of 
the Lord' appeared in the cloud. 

Is. xl. 5, " And ' the glory of the Lord' 
shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it to
gether, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
it." Compare Acts ix. 3. 5. 

Is. lx. 1, 2, "Arise, shine; for thy light is 
come, and the 'glory of the Lord' is risen 
upon· thee,--and his glory shall be seen 
upon thee." 

Ezek. xliii. 2. 4, 5, "The 'glory of lite 
Lord' of Israel came from the way of the 
east, and his voice was like a noise of many 
waterE, and the earth shined with his glory. 
--and the glory of the Lord came into the 
house-and, behold, the glory of tlte Lord 
filled the house." 

Ez. xliv. 2. 4,-" this gate shall be shut;
because the Lord God of Israel hath entered 
in by it; therefore it shall be shut. And I 
looked, and behold, the glory of the Lord 
filled the house of the Lord." 

Now from these passages, it appears that 
the expression " the glory of the Lord" ( ,,J, 
:-nn') invariably means the visible appearance 
of Jehovah, and not mere splendor or honor, 
apart from the actual pers~:mal presence of Je-
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hovah. But this "glory of the Lord" (the 
Messiah) is to appear for their deliverance 
from the oppression of Gog and Magog-and 
they are to look upon him whom they have 
pierced, and mourn in bitterness over their 
sins for their long rejection of him. 

This view of the subject is confirmed by 
the following passage in Matt. xxiii. 39, "Y e 
shall not see me hencefOrth till ye shall say, 
blessed is he that cometh ( o £pEx6p,Evos that is 
about to come) in the name of the Lord." 
When the Saviour uttered these words his 
first coming was a past event. The coming 
here spoken of is yet future. He had been in 
the temple reproving the scribes and the Pha
risees, and had just come out of it, when he 
gave vent to his feelings in the following pa
thetic strains : " 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou 
that killest the Prophets, and stonest them 
which are sent unto thee, how often would I 
have gathered thy children together, even as 
a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not." And then he utters this 
awful and significant prophecy, "Behold, 
your house (the temple) is left unto you deso
late. For I say unto you, ye shall not see 
me henceforth till ye shall say, "Blessed is 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord.'' If 
this language have any definite meaning, 
surely, when Jesus said, " Y e shall not see 
me till:' a certain time, one must conclude 
that whenever that time does arrive they shall 
see him. They saw him, then, as their Sa-
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yiour, {~or he came to his own,) but they re
Jected h1m. He now takes his departure from 
them,. as ~ nation, and they will never again 
see htm, m the character pf a deliverer, until 
afte! the lapse of ages, (the judgments of God 
r.olhng over them in the meanwhile,) and the 
time come when they shall hail him as their 
Lord, and rejoice in the deliverance he may 
bring them. 
.. But what time is here referred to 1 I reply, 
Ihs designated by the time when they shall say 
" Blessed is he that cometh in the name of th~ 
Lord." It may be asked, has not that period 
passed away already, when the multitudes 
cried out, "Hosanna to the Son of David?" 
I ~nswer,. n?: for that event took place before 
this pre~Icti.on was uttered by our Saviour; 
and, agam, It was the exclamation of the chil
dren, an~ of the multitude of the disciples, 
(Luke XIX. 37,) as he rode into Jerusalem 
an~ not of the ~ e":ish people, the priests and 
scr1bes. The Savwur, then, addressing the 
Jews as a people, says, as the children and 
the multitud~ have said "Hosanna," ye shall 
not see me hll ye also shall say "Hosanna 
blessed is he that cometh in the ~arne of th~ 
Lord." 

The temple is to remain desolate till they 
shall proclaim Jesus the blessed of the Lord. 
As the temple is still desolate, it is manifest 
that this event is future. The time for its de
solation, however, is fixed in the purpose of 
God, as we learn from Luke xxi. 24, "Jeru-

9 
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salem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled." 
And the times of the Gentiles will be fulfilled 
whenever the gospel shall have been preached 
among all nations for a witness unto them ; 
then shall the erul of the Jewish dispersion, 
and of the treading down of Jerusalem, come. 
These events having come, the, next in order 
is the coming of Jesus, whom they shall see, 
and of whom they shall say, "Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord."* This 
will be at his second advent, before the Mil
lennium. 'l'hen they will be converted. Then 
they will see him. They shall look on him, 
and with weeping say, "lshi," my dear hus
band. 

There are two other passages of scripture 
which, it appears to me, have a distinct refer· 
ence to the mode of the conversion of Israel 
at last, and which have been overlooked by 
modern expositors of scripture, so far as I 
have been able to examine them, they are 
found in 1 Tim. i. 16, and 1 Corinth. xv. 8, 
"Howbeit, for this cause I obtained mercy, 
that in me first Jesus Christ might show forth 
all long suffering, for a pattern to them which 
should hereafter believe on him to everlasting 
1ife." The usual interpretation of this verse 
is, that Paul's conversion affords encourage· 

• Of this verse Theophilact says the meaning is, "Ye 
shall not see me until my second advent." Non igitur 
me videbitis usque ad secundum adventum. 
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ment for other sinners to trust in the Saviour ; 
for, if he was willing and able to forgive him, 
who was a blasphemer and a persecutor, yea, 
the chief of sinners, no other sinner need de
spair. This is, no doubt, true; but, I appre
hend, that Paul meant to convey a wholly 
different idea, by the peculiar language here 
used. 

In the previous part of the chapter, in writ
ing to Timothy, he gives him some advice in 
reference to his official duty- speaks of the 
goodness and use of the law, magnifies the 
gospel, and then breaks out in thanksgiving to 
the Lord .Jesus Christ for his great compas
sion towards him, a vile blasphemer, and a 
persecutor of his unoffending people ; and also, 
for the exceeding great display of his grace in 
putting him into the ministry. " Howbeit," 
the design which the Lord has in my conver
sion is not merely that I may be saved, and. 
be a chosen vessel to carry the gospel unto 
the Gentiles, but " I obtained mercy for this 
cause, viz., that in me first Jesus Christ might 
show all long suffering, for a pattern to them 
(the Jews) which should hereafter believe on 
him to life everlasting." 

The conversion of Paul, then, was a pattern 
( vno-tvncucH) a concise representation, an exact 
form or type,) of the conversion of his breth
ren, the Jews. Paul was a grievous perse
cutor. He was on his way to Damascus, 
with authority from the High Priest to perse
cute the people of God, the followers of Jesus 
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Christ. Suddenly a light shines all around 
him, and he is smitten to the ground-a voice 
calls out to him saying, "Saul, Saul why 

"" , persecutest thou mel He replies, '' who art 
thou, Lord?" "I am Jesus whom thou per
secutest." Then it was that Jesus appeared 
to him in his glory, the insupportable splendor 
of which struck him with blindness, and smote 
him to the earth. (Acts ~x. 17; xvi. 16.) He 
then inquires," Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do?" The advice was given ; and the his
tory of Paul's life shows that he never lost 
sight ?f his ~uty, but pressed on faithfully till 
he fimshed his course, and obtained . the mar
tyr's crown. 

Such is a brief history of Paul's life and 
conversion. Now, t? my mind, there does ap
pear to be no consistent sense in which his 
conversion ca~ be a .Pattern or a type to 
others, unless m the m~raculousness of its na
ture. As to the conversion of Jews indivi
vidually, or of Gentiles nationally, since the 
Apostle's day, there is nothing in them which 
can bear any resemblance to the conversion 
of Paul. He affirms that he was the ''first," 
and the only one; and that he was in this 
manner converted; and this was done that he 
might be an illustration of the mode in which 
God will, in after days, convert his brethren. 
The passages which have already been com
mented upon from the Prophets, in my view 
set forth the same idea. ' 

But there is another passage in Paul's writ-
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ings which conveys the same sentiment. It 
is in 1 Cor. xv. 8, " And last of all, he 
(Christ) was seen by me also, as of one born 
out of due time." This remark is thrown in 
incidentally, as it were, while he is speaking 
of the resurrection, and adds nothing to his 
testimony in that case; but it has a fund ot 
meanina bearing upon another point, in which 
Paul feU ·as much interest as he did in the 
resurrection, viz., the second advent of Christ. 
The expression, wr1ttEpEi -rei) E"l'po~M~, rendered 
"as of one born out of due time," properly 
means "as an abortion," or one born before 
the due time. The meaning of the passage, 
then, I apprehend, is this : as an E"'t'pcu~a. "one 
born before the time," is introduced into the 
light before the due or appointed time, so 
Paul, the last of the Apostles, has been con
verted, and has seen Christ before the due or 
appointed time. The question now arises, 
what time does Paul refer to 1 It surely can 
have no reference to his conversion, nor to his 
call to the Apostleship ; for he was converted 
to God in the proper time; and certainly, his 
call to the Apostleship was at the right 
time. 

But the time referred to by the word 
~ "'f'P~~a.-r~, as the due time, is the time ap
pointed by God for the national conversion of 
Israel. This event is represented as a birth. 
Perhaps this word has a specific reference te 
the expression of the Prophet, " Shall a nation 
be born at once?" Is. lxvi. S. That day, 
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however, is not revealed, and will not be, ex
cept by the event. But Paul, as one of the na
tion, was converted, and saw the Saviour be
fore the day appointed in the wisdom of God, 
for the spiritual birth of his nation, in order 
that he might be a sample or type of their con
version. Whenever that time arrives, they 
also will be converted to the Saviour. Thi~ 
conversion will be the a ti.type of Paul's con
version. It will be sudden, and by the mira
culous appearance of the Saviour. They 
also shall see Jesus, and shall say,'' Hosanna, 
blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord." "Hath God cast away his people," 
inquires Paul. God forbid. For, says he, I 
also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, 
of the tribe of Benjamin. God hath not cast 
away his people, whom he foreknew. And, 
he adds, it is for this cause that I obtained 
mercy, that Jesus Christ might shew forth all 
long suffering in me, the first ( i'll EJA-oi npw-r~) 
of the Jewish nation whom Jesus has con
verted by his glorious appearing, for a pattern 
(iino-rvnwat~, an exact representation, or type, 
or mode of conversion,) to all them (the Is
raelitish nation) which are about to believe 
( -ri:w JA-E'A"Aov't'w'll nta't'E1m'll) on him to eternal 
life. Paul was not the first ofthe Jewish race 
who was converted under the gospel dispensa
tion; but he was the first who was converted 
by the miraculous appearance of the Saviour 
to him. And it is only in this sense that he 
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is a type or pattern of the conversion of his 
nation. 

This mode of interpretation gives a point and 
f?rce to the Apostle's language which are en
tirely lost by any other exposition. It has, 
at the same time, the merit of being gramma
tical and consistent, and in harmony with 
other portions of scripture, which expressly 
declare that Jesus will be manifested to the 
Jews at their restoration. There must, most 
assuredly, be some sufficient reason for God's 
conduct in the case of Paul. Why should 
the Saviour appear to him, and make him an 
exception to all others 1 We can see no other 
reason than the one which Paul himself gives 
us, viz.: that he might be a pattern to his 
brethren of the manner in which God will ul
timate} y bring them into his fold. And, to all 
human appearance, there is no other means 
which is likely to have this happy influence 
upon them. They have resisted the calls of 
the gospel, and opposed the strivings of the 
Holy Ghost for 1800 years, with a firmness 
which has laughed to scorn the efforts of the 
world to win them to Christ, by the righteous 
endeavors of godly men, or to drive them from 
their attachment to Moses, and the rites of 
their faith, by the cruelties of persecution, or 
the sufferings of death. Still, they believe in 
God, and wait for the coming of the Messiah 
in glory, with a more ardent expectation, and 
more longing desires than the Christian church 
now does. This expectation itself is peculiar, 
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and will, no doubt, be fully realized, but not 
in the precise way they may expect.* 

Now, when we consider all these portions 
of scripture, is it not reasonable, ~s well. as 
scriptural, to believe that .the Jew1sh nat~on 
will be converted to the fa1th of the Messmh 
by his appearance a~ong them 1. Their c~n
version is linked in w1th the commg of Chnst, 
which we have shown i ·a personal one; and 
as their conversion is to take place before the 
Millennium, so will the second personal advent 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ be before 
the Millennium. 

As the conversion of Paul is a type of the 
conversion of the nation, so also, I am dis
posed to believe, that his life, after ~is conver
sion, is a type of what the Jews w11l be after 
theil' return to the Bishop and Shepherd of 
their souls. His labors for God were more 
abundant than any of the other Apostles. And 

*The history of the Jewish nation is an a~om.aly in 
the history of nations. Let any one read their history, 
arul he will see that for 1800 years it is a history of 
persecutions, cruelties, and outrages, which have been 
perpetrated upon them ·by those who professed to be 
the fdllowers of the meek and lowly Jesus. The strong 
arm of persecution has .compelled many of them to em· 
brace a faith that they did not believe, for the purpose 
of saving their life; but a vast majority of them chose 
to suffer the confiscation of their property, banishment, 
and death, r11ther than embrace the faith of those, who, 
by their conduct, showed that they had less of the )tJve 
of God, than those whom they unrighteously op
pressed. 

SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST. 105 

the Bible holds out the idea that the zeal of 
the converted Jews will far exceed that of the 
Gentiles. There will be a peculiarity in their 
case that cannot exist in the case of any other 
people. Theirs will be the return of once dis
obedient, but now penitent children to their 
father's house, and to his fond embrace. 'fhe 
Jews were chosen to be the first preachers of 
the gospel. And Isaiah informs us that they 
will be sent again to the nations of the earth, 
and they shall declare his glory among the 
Gentiles. Is~ lxvi. 19.* 

4. A fourth argument for the pre-millennia! 
advent of Christ, is drawn from the parables 
of our Saviour. t 

A parable is an allegorical representation 
of something real in life, or in nature, from 
which a moral is drawn for the instruction of 
the hearers or readers. The scriptures con-

*Since writing the above my attention has been di
rected to an ancient author, who takes the same view 
of the passage concerning the conversion of Paul that 
is here given. See Mede's Works, folio, page 891. 
Also his answer to Dr. Twisse. Dr. Godwin, vol. iv. 
pt. 1, page 116, says, "Paul's conversion had a pattern 
in it, and it is a pattern of the extraordinary conversion 
of the Jews, his countrymen." 

t Bishop Griswell divides the parables into moral and 
allegorical. The allegorical he considers prophetical. 
The parable of the good Samaritan is an example of 
the moral,-and the nobleman, who went into a far 
country, as allegorical and prophetical. See his 
worka. 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



106 SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST, 

tain many parables. The parable which Na-' 
than, the Prophet, spake concerning David is, 
no doubt, familiar to all. The instructions of 
our Saviour abounded in parables;. that is, in 
these figurative representations of truth. They 
were always very appropriate and plain, and 
yet there was generally a thin veil of obscurity 
thrown over them, so that their meaning 
could not be discovered without strict atten
tion. All his parables are founded upon life, 
and the reality of things, and are composed of 
circumstances which every one could perceive 
might probably happen. 

To understand the parables, a \vriter ob
serves ; " I. It is not necessary that the re
presentation of natural things, in a parable, 
should be strictly a matter of fact, because the 
design is not to give information concerning 
these, but concerning some more momentous 
truth. 2. We must chiefly attend to the scope 
of the parable, which is to be gathered from 
the inspired explanation of it, from the intro
duction to it, or from the conclusion of it. a. 
Hence, it follows, that we are not to expect 
that every circumstance in the parable should 
be answered by something in the explanation; 
for several ·circumstances may be added for 
the sake of decorum, or mere allusion to that 
from whence the figure of the parable is taken. 
4. Yet a parable may inform us of several 
truths besides the scope of it." 
. Let us now take the parable of our Saviour, 
as recorded by Luke xix. 11-27. "And as 
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they heard these things, he added' and spake a 
parable, because he was nigh unto Jerusalem, 
and because they thought that the kingdom of 
God should im~ediately appear. He said, 
therefore, a certam nobleman went into a far 
country to receive for himself a kingdom and 
to return. And he called his servants and 
delivered them ten pounds, and said unto 
them, occupy till I come. But his citizens 
~ated him,. and sent a message after him, say
mg, We w11l not have this man to reign over 
us. And it came to pass, that when he was 
returned, having received the kingdom, then 
he commanded these servants to be called unto 
him, to whom he had given the money that 
.he might know how much every man' had 
~ained by trading." The result of this inquiry 
Is, that some were rewarded, and others were 
punished. 

That this parable has a special reference to 
Christ! as King, there can, I apprehend, be no 
doubt upon•the mind of any one. There are 
several particulars which demand oqr attention 
in reference to this parable. 
. And 1. The disciples of our Lord fully be. 

heved that he was the Messiah, and that he 
~ad come to give them, not only spiritual de
liverance from the power of Satan' but also 
temporal deliverance from the han'd of the 
Romans. They had just witnessed the effect 
of his power upon the heart of Zaccheus and 
~ad heard hi.m say that "salvation this' day 
Is come to th1s house, (i. e. the family of Zac. 
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cheus,) for as much as (xa.Oo'Z'' because that) 
he also is a son of Abraham." The showing 
mercy to this Jew, and the reason assigned 
for it, " because he is a son of Abraham," and 
the subsequent remark in connection with it, 
viz.," that the Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost," no doubt 
so excited their hopes that they expected Jesus 
was on his way now to Jerusalem to set up 
his kingdom. They thought that the kingdom 
of God should immediately (na.pa.,tp~.ua., in
stantly,) appear ; or was about instantly to be 
made manifest, (.uh'J.u cl.va.q,a,tvEa8a.~,) and that 
Jesus would, in fact, temporally, begin his 
reign on the earth. The disciples mistook 
the time, on this occasion, as they also did 
afterwards, as we learn from Acts i. 6. We 
have no intimation here that the disciples were 
at all mistaken as to the fact that Jesus, who 
came to be the King of the Jews, and was 
born to possess the throne of his father David, 
(Luke i. 32,) would at some time set up his 
kingdom. The answer of our Saviour, so far 
from opposing the idea of his being a King, 
most evidently encouraged it. But they were 
mistaken merely as to the time when this king· 
dom should be set up, !md hence his answer 
is directed to the correction of that point. Did 
he speak this parable unto them because they 
erroneously supposed that he was about to set 
up his kingdom at some future period 1 Cer
tainly not ; but because they thought he was 
about to do it immediately; and the circum· 
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stance of their being nigh to Jerusalem, and 
on their way to it, gave the opinion the greater 
plausibility in their minds. There is not the 
most distant allusion by our Saviour in this 
place, or in any other passage of the Bible 
that I have ever read, that the disciples were 
~vrong in their final exp~ctatio~ of his reigning 
m Jerusalem, before h1s anCients gloriously, 
according to the Prophet Isaiah. (See xxiv. 
23.) 

2. Having given them the reason why he 
spake this parable at this time, the Saviour 
gives them to understand that it is necessary 
for him .to .be absent. for a seaso~ (the length 
of the ttme not specified) to recetve "for him
self a kingdom, and to return" to the earth to 
rule over it. 
' This remark was necessary to give them 
correct views of his purpose, in the general, 
but especially on the present occasion. They 
were now on their way to Jerusalem. Jesus 
put himself at the head of the company nnd 
led the way, while the multitudes of disciples 
and others followed. As he drew nigh to 
Bethany he commissioned two of his disciples 
to go before him into the village, and bring the 
colt that they should find tied there. They 
did so; and Jesus was placed on it. As they 
moved on, some of the multitude spread their 
garments on the road, while others strewed 
the branches probably of the palm tree before 
him. These were the usual tokens of subjec
tion to the person thus honored, and of victo. 

10 
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ries obtained by him. The people in the 
mean time cried out, " Hosanna to the Son of 
David, that cometh in the name of the Lord ; 
Hosanna in the highest !" 

W·hen they entered Jerusalem "all the city 
was moved," and they questioned one another 
saying, " Who is this?" The multitude re
plied, "This is Jesus, the Prophet of Naza· 
reth." As to the rejojcing of the disciples, 
Luke tells us it was because "of all the mighty 
works that they had seen." But what were 
those things? The history tells us that in 
this journey they had seen him restore the 
blind to sight-had witnessed the effect of t~e 
Saviour's call upon Zaccheus, and heard h1s 
remarks on the occasion ;-they had seen him 
by a word tarne the colt, "whereon yet never 
man sat," so that it submitted cheerfully t6 
be used by him ; thus showing that under the 
reign of King Jesus, as Messiah, the dominion 
of the animal creation will again be in the 
hands of man ; and they had also witnessed 
the fulfilment of Zechariah's prophecy in 
Zion's King, who is also a Prophet, coming 
in meekness and riding upon " the foal of an 
ass." 

Now, I ask, would it be at all surprising, 
when they beheld these repeated acts of Divine 
power displayed before them, and saw the ful
filment of one prophecy in the case of Jesus, 
that they should suppose he was about imme
diately (xa.pa.xpn.u.a., instantly,) to set up his 
Messianic kingdom 1 Indeed, it is hard to 
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conceive how they could have thought other
wise; and hence, to prevent them from doing 
anything, in their joy, which might convince 
the people that they did believe the very mo
ment of time had come to restore the kingdom 
to Israel, the Saviour, by this parable, teaches 
them that this, his present visit to Jerusalem, 
is not the time for the accomplishment of that 
event. This remark would rectify their ex
pectations as to the time, while at the same 
time it would tend greatly to confirm them in 
their belief that it would ultimately take place. 
They now see that a temporary absence of 
their Lortl is to intervene before the Lord God 
shall give him the throne of hia father David, 
and before he shall reign over the house of 
Jacob. It is not at all probable that the disci
ples, at the time, '(Jnderstood what he meant 
by his going into a far country, nor would 
they until after his ascension. But the im
presSion left upon their minds by the remark, 
and the impression our Saviour designed to 
make was, that after his return, and not b~-
fo7'e it, the kingdom of God would be made 
manifest. 

3. The parable informs us again that the 
same person who went into a far country to 
receive for himself a kingdom, is to return 
again. 

The disciples would, doubtless, understand 
from this, that whenever Jesus should go 
away, and however long he might stay away 
from them, in the arrangement of matters pre· 
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paratory to the setting up of his kingdom, he 
would come again. And this fact is confirmed 
by the angels, who appeared to the disciples 
immediately after the ascension of our Lord. 
(Acts i. 10, 11.) "This same Jesus (<IV't'os & 
17J(J61is*) who is taken np from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 
him go up into heaven." The church, then, 
has a right to expect tHe return of her Lord 
and Saviour in tlie same body, that is, in hu
manity, again to the earth. 

4. A fourth particular in this parable is, 
that during his absence, his citizens or towns
men (that is, the Jews,) would not G,ccupy or 
improve the talents he had given them; nor . 
would they have him to reign over them. 
And so determined were they in their hatred , 
f h. d . . h' d !) o 1s person, an opposition to Is comman s 

and government, that they sent him word to 
that effect. 

This has been literally true. Jesus came 
to his own people, but they received him not. 
They would not have him while on earth to 
rule over them. They condemned him to 
death, while they asked and obtained the re
lease of Barabbas, the murderer, and said, 
" Let his blood be upon us, and upon our 
children." Not only during his presence on 
the earth did they reject him, but during his 
absence also they have done it. Our Saviour 
knew that they would do so, and hence he 

• See page 16. 
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" tells us that as a people they had come to the 
firm conclusion not to have him to reign over 
them. The history of the Jewish people shows 
us how unwaveringly they have held to their 
purpose. And this should teach us one fact, 
viz., that every effort to convert the Jews, as 
a people, to the faith of the gospel is utterly 
hopeless, until their king return and call them 
to an account. The history of God's dealings 
with them, for the last 1800 years, shows us 
that this is so. A remnant have, in all ages, 
acknowledged Jesus as their Messiah; but 
the nation, as such, never will submit to the 
King durmg his absence. " We will not have 
him to reign over us." ~ · 

I do not mean to insinuate, by these re
marks, that there is less hope for the conve~;
sion of a Jew than of a Gentile, or that we 
have not as much encouragement to preach 
the gospel to the Jew as to the Gentile. No 
Gentile nation has ever vet received Christ as 
their King. Indeed, there is no such thing as 
a truly converted nation. There are govern
ments nominally Christian, and their laws are 
in many respects based upon the Bible, but 
the practice of ·even such nations is directly 
opposed to their national faith. Individuals 
there are, in those nations, who are true 
Christians, but the mass of the people are not 
such. If we compare the number of true con
verts from among the Jews, who are a mere 
fraction of the population of the globe, with 
the number of true converts from among the 

10* 
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Gentiles, I doubt not but that as many Jews, 
in proportion to their number, are converted 
as there are Gentiles. The labors of no 
preachers of the gospel have ever been re
warded with more than a partial success 
among the Gentiles. The same is true in re
ference to the Jews. At the commencement 
of the gospel dispensation a great multitude of 
the Jews were obedient to the faith. And 
!here has ever been a remnant according to 
the election of grace. The truth is, the ob
ject of this dispensation, so far as facts have 
d~veloped it, is to save an elect clturclt, com
posed of Jews and of Gentiles. The Gentiles 
may, in masses or in communities, be brought 
to receive the gospel formally ; but what is a 
formal or national adoption of the faith ofj 
Christ, without the power of it being felt in 
their hearts individually 1 Such converts are 
no better than heathen, so far as their per
sonal salvation is concerned. A converted 
Gentile is graffed into the true olive, and is 
thus spiritually a Jew inwardly, but an out
ward conversion is not such a graffing in. 
From the circumstances in which the Jews 
have been placed for centuries past, it could 
not be expected that any more than a rem
nant should be converted to the faith of Christ. 
We are not to refuse to labor for the conver
sion of the Jews, though we know that they 
will not all embrace the gospel, any more 
than we should refuse to labor for the salva. 
tion of the Gentiles, because they will not ali 
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believe the gospel. The first nation that will in
dividually embrace the Messiah will be the Jew
ish nation, but it will not be under this dispensa
tion. Now they reject their King; but on his 
return they will turn unto the Lord, and hail 
him as their Messiah and their King. 

5. We learn another interesting fact from 
this parable, viz.: that on the return of this 
nobleman (our Saviour) to the country he left, 
that is, this world, he will set up his kingdom 
in it, and will reign here. Then it is that he 
will reward all those who may have been 
faithful to him during his absence, and punish 
those wlio have been unfaithful. This is to 
be done, I apprehend, at the beginning of his 
Messianic kingdom, and is not to be left till its 
close. 

The idea advanced here is in perfect har
mony with that expressed by Joel, Isaiah, 
Ezekiel, and Zechariah, viz.: that the setting 
up of Christ's kingdom on the earth is to be 
marked by awful judgments upon his ene
mies, whether they be Jews or Gentiles. And 
the fact that he is to reign upon the earth, and 
the saints with him, is affirmed by John in 
Rev. v. 10, "And we shall reign on the 
earth ;" and also in chap. xx. 6, " And they 
shall reign with him a thousand years." 

From this parable, thus briefly explained, 
we cannot see how the conclusion can be 
avoided which we draw from it, viz.: that the 
Lord Jesus Christ will return again, person
ally, to the earth before the setting up of his 
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kingdom, and that he will reign with his saints 
during the thousand years of his Messianic 
kingdom in righteousness and in great glory. 
Then the prince of this world will be bound. 
His dominion over man will be broken. Hu
manity once more, in the person of Jesus 
Christ, the second Adam, will sway the scep
tre over all the earth. The beasts of the field 
will again acknowledg their subjection to 
man. The curse' will be removed from the 
earth. The briars and the thorns, the em
blems of it, will be abolished, and the fir tree 
and the my!'tle shall come up in their stead. 
They shall be to the Lord for a nam {ctVI;! for 
renown or glory, Gen. vi. 4,) and to the inha
bitants of the earth, as the rainbow is now, 
for an everlasting sign (ci;!'l71'11MI;!) that shall 
not be cut off, Is. lv. 13. The rainbow is 
now a sign to the inhabitants of the earth that 
the earth shall never be again deluged by a 
flood of water, according to the promise of 
God. So, also, the fir tree and the myrtle 
shall be a sign of the restored fertility and 
peace of the earth, under the reign of the Mes
siah, the Prince of Peace, and the King of Is
rael ; a sign that shall not be cut off. 

The parables of the ten virgins, and of tlte 
talents, in Matt. xxv. when rightly explained, 
lead us to the same conclusion. Bnt my de
sign is not to take up time in unfolding any 
more of them. With the key already fur· 
nished, the reader may unlock their treasures, 
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and rejoice in the blessedness of their pro
mises. 

5. A fifth argument for the pre-millennia! 
advent of our Lord Jesus Christ, is drawn 
from the expectation of the apostolic and pri
mitive church, and the express declarations 
of scripture tending to confirm that expecta
tion. 

That this was the expectation of the A pos
tles, and their immediate successors, no reader 
of the Bible pretends to deny. They expected 
the kingdom of the Messiah to be set up im
mediatel'!J1 and that, too, before the Saviour 
should suffer. This was the view of Peter, of 
James and John, of the disciples who con
versed with Jesus on their way to Emmaus, 
and, indeed, of the whole body of the disci
ples. To account for this universal expecta
tion among the disciples, and the Apostles of 
our Lord, commentators, and many Christian 
ministers now tell us it was a Judaising no
tion, a prejudice in favor of an erroneous 
opinion. This may ~o for those who are wil
ling to take things upon the mere word of 
others, or on the faith of commentators ; but, 
I feel confident, it will not satisfy the mind of 
any one who is divested of prejudice in favor 
of an erroneous oj>inion. It is also confidently 
affirmed, that our Saviour endeavored to cor
rect the false ideas of the Apostles in regard to 
the future restoration of Israel, but failed to 
do so. There is less of proof in such remarks 
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than mere assertion. If it be so, that the Sa
viour sought to correct their false and absurd 
notions of a future temporal kingdom, and yet 
failed ; and if, as a minister once rema.r ked, 
the Apostles were an exceedingly ignorant set 
of men, I fear we have no guarantee for the 
correctness of any thing that they have writ
ten. If this was a false notion, it was such 
an one as even the descent of the Holy Spirit, 
who, it was promised, would guide them into 
all truth, did not rectify. For it is clear, from 
the New Testament, that the churches and the 
Apostles, after the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
were as firm believers in the d-octrine of 
Christ's coming to restore the kingdom to Is
rael, and to reign upon the earth, as they were 
before his ascension, If, then, this be an er
ror, the spirit did not, according to the prof 
mise, "guide them into all truth."* 

If it be an error, how comes it to pass that 
Paul, who was miraculously brought to sub· 
mit to Jesus Christ, and was especially tauoht 
by the Saviour appearing to him, should h~ve 
so firmly believed it, as his writings abundant
ly testify 7 If it be an erroneous opinion, 
why did the Thessalonian church, under the 
preaching of Paul, embrace it 7 Did the great 
Apostle to the Gentiles preach error 7 If it 

*Read 1 Cor. vi. 2; 1 Thes. iv. 13-17; 2 Thes. 
ii. 1-9; 1 Tim. vi. 11-16; 2 Tim. iv. 1-8; Rev. 
v. 10; xx. 6. 
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be a mere Jewish notion, and rather the wish 
of a down-trodden people than a matter of re
velation, why should John, nearly 100 years 
after the birth of Christ, and long after their 
temple was destroyed, still teach the sentiment, 
and ardently pray for his speedy coming to 
the earth to reign in righteousness and peace. 
The truth is, the error is with us, and not 
with the Apostles. 

But let us examine some of the expressions 
of the Apostles and ~isciples on this point, and 
then we shall perce1ve whether they were in 
an error or not. 

Matt. . 20-23, and Mark x. 35-40, 
" Then carne to him the mother of Zebedee's 
children, and her sons, James and John, with 
he.r, worshi.pping him, and desiring a certain 
thmg of h1m. And he said unto her, (and 
unto them, Mark x. 38,) what wilt thou 1 
(" ye," Mark.) "She (they) said unto him, 
Grant that these, my two sons, (we) may sit 
the one on thy right hand, and the other on 
the left in thy kingdom. ("Glory," Ma1k.) 
But Jesus answered and said, ye know not 
what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the 
c~p that I sha.ll drink of, and to be baptised 
w1th the baptism that I am baptised with 1 
They say unto him, we are able. And he 
said unto them, ye shall drink, indeed, of my 
cup, an~ be b~ptised with the baptism that I 
am baptised w1th; but to sit on my right hand, 
and on my left, is not mine to give, but (a"-?..a. 
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except, unless,) to those for whom it is pre· 
pared by (vno) my father."* 

What is the plain meaning of this request, 
and of the answer 7 Undoubtedly it is this. 
They fully believed that Jesus came to save 
his people from their sins, and to set up his 
kingdom on the earth. They therefore asked 
that they might have an honora~le station in 
that kingdom, the one on the nght, and the 
other on the left hand of Jesus. The Saviour 
gives no intimation that they were in an error 
as to the fact of his having a kingdom on the 
earth. If they had been, is it not reasonable 
to suppose that he would at once ha¥e enlight· 
ened their minds, and have replie~, ye are 
wholly mistaken; I shall never have a king· 
dom on the earth, and therefore your question 
i~ wholly out of place. So far from this, his '' 
answer is an unequivocal confirmation of their 
faith on this point. He, however, tells them 
that only those shall be entitled to this great 
blessing who can share with him in his suf. 
fering. They affirm that they can suffer for 
him. Then, says the Saviour, it is not at my 
disposal to give these special honors in my 
kingdom, except to those only for whom they 
are prepared by my Father. What, then, is 
the plain and obvious inference that they must 
have drawn from this answer 7 Undoubtedly 
it was, that if they would be faithful and suf-

* The italics in this passage shoula be left out, so as 
to give the true meaning. 
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fer for Christ, they should reign with him in 
his kincrdom. But, as to the particular office 
they sh~uld hold in that kingdom, that was. a 
thing which they must be content to leave m 
the hands of the Father, who will do all things 
well, and appropriate these rewards according 
to his righteous will. . 

Th~t this is the only proper mode of mter
preting this passage, I am th~ more fully ?on
vinced r11m the answer whiCh the SaviOur 
had jue 'before given to Peter, when he asked, ·· 
" As we have left all and followed thee, what 
shall we have 7" Matt. xix. 27. "Jesus said 
unto the~ Verily, I say unto you, that ye 
who have' followed me, in the regeneration 
(na.~t'i"YWEO'tq.) when _the Son of man shall s~t 
in the throne of h1s glory, ye also shall s1t 
upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tri~s 
of Israel." A correct idea of this passage will 
aid us to see its bearing upon the verses we 
have just been commenting upon, and also 
upon other kindred pa~sages: . 

The Saviour had, 1mmedmtely before th1s, 
told the young ruler that, if he would part 
with all he had and follow him, he should 
have a treasure in heaven. Peter, knowing 
that he and his brethren had parted with all 
they possessed for the Saviour, asks the ques
tion "Lord what shall we have?" Shall we 
not have a treasure also 1 To this the Sa
viour replies in the affirmative ; .and then sp~
cifies what that treasure will be m part. It 1s 
that they shall be honored by sitting with him 

11 
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on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. But when shall this be 1 " In the 
regeneration," (naA.~'Y'YE~E.<1tq.,) in t.he r~stora
tion, in. that new condttlon of thmgs, m the 
reiun of the Messiah, when the universe, men, 
and animals, shall be restored to their pristine 
state, according to Luke, (Acts iii. ~1,) th~t 
is " when the Son of man shall sit m h~s 
th

1

rone of glory, then shall ye also si~ upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tnbes of 
Israel." This will be your reward ; therefore 
continue to follow me. 

I am well aware that this· passage has been 
applied to the present state of thing..s by some, 
and to heaven by others. But, that it can 
only be applied, intelligibly, to the kingdom 
of the Messiah, yet to be set up on this earth, 
that is, the Millennia! reign of Christ, will ap( 
pear from the following reasons : 

1. The word (na.A.''Y'YEvwa.) regeneration 
. does not refer to the work of the Holy Spirit 
upon the hearts of the Apostles, because they 
could not follow Christ in this particular, for 
the plain reason that he never needed conver
sion, and never was converted. 

2. It cannot mean the present state of things, 
for the Saviour is not now on His throne. The 
throne on which He now sits is His Father's. 
See He b. i. 3. Rev. iii. 21. 

But he has a throne, in promise, which he 
is in due time, to occupy. That throne is 
er~phatically called his throne. "To him that 
overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my 
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throne, even as I also overcame, and am set 
down with my Father in his throne." Rev. 
iii. 21. The throne referred to here is that of 
his father David, upon which he shall sit, as 
the son of David. See Luke i. 32, and those 
remarkable passages in Is. ix. 7: xxiv. 23. 
Ezek. xliii. 7: Zech. xiv. 9. 

3. It cannot refer to heaven, because, iR the 
final state of things, the Jews are not to exist 
as a distinct and separate people. Much less 
cnn they exist as tribes. And, besides all this, 
the heavenly state is not the kingdom over which 
Jesus Christ alone as the son of man is to 
reign. There is a kingdom, but, it is "under 
the whole heaven," (Dan. vii. 27,) over which 
Jesus Christ, as man is to exercise authority. 
He was a king by birth, as well as a proph,et 
and a priest. Two of these offices he has ex
ercised upon the earth. His kingly office, in the 
fhll sense of the word, is, I apprehend, yet to 
be exercised on the earth. This we call the 
Messianic Kingdom. It is the government of 
this kingdom which he, after having exercised 
it alone for a thousand years, is to give up into 
the hands of the Father. After this, and after 
the final conflagration, the universe is to be 
governed again by the Trinity in unity, as it 
was before the fall; and not as now, by the 
Father through the Mediator, the man Christ 
Jesus. 

Now, as the apostles, we are persuaded, 
took this view of the subject, we can se{> at 
once why it was, that the question of James 
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and John took the shape it did. The answer 
to Peter had satisfied their minds, as to their 
participating in the kingdom of Christ, in the 
regeneration; but, the speciality of their re
quest is, "Grant that we may sit, (not merely 
in thy kingdom, but,) the one on thy right 
hand, and the other on thy left hand in thy 
glory." They were willing to leave it with 
Jesus to place the one or the other on his right 
hand, as he might judge proper; but, they 
wished to forestall the other disciples, and se· 
cure that place, by promise, for themselves. 
And this fact will account for the feeling which 
the others manifested towards them hen they 
learned what their request was. 

Therefore, after a careful examination of 
tl,)ese verses, it would. appear, tha~ the expe.ct~-1 tion of a temporal kwgdom, whiCh the dJsCI· 
ples entertained, was founded upon a correct 
understandipg of the Saviour's own words, and 
was not the effect of prejudice or ignorance. 

The question of the disciples in Acts 1. (), is . 
another passage to prove our position. " Wilt 
thou at this time restore the kingdom to Is
rael?" As I have already remarked on this 
passage, I will pass over it, by merely making 
the following observations: I. They fully be· 
Jieved that the kingdom would be set up, but 
had no idea of the time when it should be done, 
and hence, their inquiry," Wilt thou at this 
time restore the kingdom to Israel ?" 

2. The Savio11r does not deny that the king· 
dom will be restored to Israel; but merely says 
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it is not for them to know the times, (the 
~povo~,) or the seasons, ( xa.~po~ the character of 
those times,) which the Father hath put in his 
own power. "That is, the kingdom will be 
restored, but the time of its restoration is a 
matter which is not to be revealed to you. The 
day will revea~ it." 

The Thessalonian Church held that the Sa
viour was soon to appear again. They were 
gathered by the apostle Paul in company with 
Silas, (Acts xvii.) about the year A. D. 53, 
and must have been taught this doctrine by the 
apostle. His remarks, in his first Epistle, led 
them to hpect the advent of Christ in their 
day, in consequence of which, they began to 
neglect their temporal duties. In his 2nd. 
Epistle, he corrects their mistake as to tbe 
time of this appearing, in the following lan
guage: 2 Thes. ii. 1-3, "No.w, we bese~ch 
you, brethren, by ( vn<p concermng) the commg 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering 
together unto him that ye ~ not soon .s?aken 
in mind, or be troubled, neither by spmt nor 
by word, nor by letter, as from us, as that the 
day of the Lord is near at hand," ivie1-r17x<v is 
hanging over you.* They supposed that the 

• There is a wide difference in the meaning of the 
words used by the Apostles and the Saviour, which are 
rendered in English by " is near at hand." The word 
ii'YfiKf (Matt. iii. 2; iv. 17,) means, has drawn nigh, bas 
approached. The word tvfcr'TnKEr means, stands over, as 
if just ready to fall. In the first case, the day has not 
yet come, though near; in the ilecond, it has come, is 
ready to fall. 
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day of the Lord had arrived, and was now, 
with all its solemn scenes, impending over their 
heads, and no one could tell what hour the Sa
viour might appear. With this feeling, it is 
not surprising that they should lose sight of 
the affairs of earth, and be occupied with 
things of a heavenly nature. But, as tempo· 
ral duties were also important in their place, 
Paul tells them not to he shaken or troubled in 
mind, as if the· day of the Lord had already 
come and was then hanging over them, for 
there must come an apostacy before that day 
appears. If the inquiry should be made as to 
the time of the apostacy, Paul reprfes, "that 
the mystery of iniquity doth already wor~." 
This was all the information that he could g1ve 
th,em. How soon the mystery ofiniquity should.( 
be completed, he knew not, but, it was then at 
work. After its completion, the next grand 
event will b~ the advent of Christ. It is evi
dent, from Paul's answer that the Thessalonian 
Christians had merely mistaken the time of 
Christ's advent, and not the fact that he should 
appear. If they had entertained the idea ~f 
modern Christians, as to the order of events, 1t 
would be that the Man of Sin shall be re
vealed-the Millennium follows next in order, 
and after it, at the close of the world, the ad
vent of Christ. But such, it is manifest, was not 
the opinion of Paul, nor that of the Thessalonian 
Church. 

The doctrine of Christ's advent to the earth, 
to establish his kingdom, was held by the 
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great body of the christian church, in the first, 
second, and third centuries. That was the 
Orthodox faith, and remained so, till Jerome, by 
sarcasm and perversion, brought the doctrine 
into disrepute. It was revived again, .at the 
Reformation, after the long and dark mght. of 
superstition had passed away: and now agam, 
in these our days, the cry has gone forth. 
" Behold the bridegroom cometh, go ye out to 
meet him." How far we are now from the 
great day of Christ's advent, we cannot pre
cisely tell. But, the wonderful mover_nents of 
God in behalf of the Jews-the pecuhar state 
of the ki'lilgdoms of the Beast a~d of the fa!se 
Prophet-connected with the wtde-spread m
tluence of the gospel, in heathen lands, show 

1 us that the day is nigh at hand.* 
. The opinions of the Primitive Church, bn 
the subject of Christ's kingdom, were drawn 
from the prophecies of the Old Testament, as 
well as from the teachings of Christ and of the 
apostles. . 

Daniel tells us that the kmgdom of the Mes
siah is to be under the whole heaven, and is to 
break in pieces and destroy the kingdoms of 
the earth that may have preceded it. In this 

*See Writings of Justin Martyr! by t?e B.~shopo 
I.incoln; Chaps. I, and V. Lactanttus, Ltb. vn. ch~P· 
24. See also Brooks, Essays on the Advent of Chust; 
for other authorities, also the Literalist which is. a ,valua
ble collection of Essays, or the subject of Chrtst s Ad
vent, and kindred subjects, and whic? ~s ~orthy the 
careful and prayerful perusal of every Chnsttan, and es
pecially of Christian Ministers. 
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kingdom, the saints are to share in the glory 
and honour of the Saviour. Read Chapters 
ii. vii. and xii. 

Isaiah (chap. xi. and lxv. and lxvi.) g~ves 
us a glowing description of the temporal kmg· 
dom of our Lord, in language that one would 
think could not be mistaken. The govern· 
ment of the world is to be on his shoulder
righteousness is to characterize ~is reign, and 
peace is to abound among the ammals,. so that 
even the lions and the leopards shall he down 
with the lamb and the kid, and a little child 
may lead them in safety: T~e people are 
also to build houses and to mhab1t ~hjm-wars 
are to cease to the ends of the earth, and the 
people of God shall long enjoy the work of 
their hands. These things must take place on 
the earth, and the Prophet expressly tells us, 
that they will all happen under t~e . reign of 
Jesus the son of David. The descr1pt10n of the 
Mille~nium, as given us by Isaiah and Micah, 
are considered by many as only emble~s ?f 
the happiness and peace that are to ~xi.st m 
the days of the Messiah. But the pecuhanty of 
the language forbids such an ide~ .. Suppose 
it were all true to the very letter, 1s It, I ask, 
any thincr more than what, we have reason to 
think, w:s the state of the anirnal world before 
the fall1 The animals, most assuredly, were 
not ferocious before the fall. lf they should 
lose their ferocity, and again be mild, it 
would be only a return to their original 
state. But, it is objected, if Is. xi. be taken 
literally, then you have the lion to feed upon 
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straw like the ox, which cannot be done with· 
out a change of his physical structure. ,V er.y 
well ; suppose there should be a cha~ge m _his 
physical structure, is that a th~n~ Impossible 
with God 1 Has he not expliCitly declared 
that the lion shall eat straw, and he will. This 
is one of the marks that Messiah reigns. But, I 
affirm that the nature of the lion now is a de
parture, from his original structure ; ~nd his 
food now is not that upon which the hons fed 
in the day that God made tht3rn. They fed then 
on grass, Gen. i. 30, and not on flesh ; a_nd 
God tells us that this will be their food agam. 
Howeverrhtuch the wisdom of man may revolt 
at the idea, God will fulfil his word. Lions 
have been tamed, and have been fed upon a 
vegetable diet for years (See Bocha!ts, Hieroz. 
tom. 1, Lib. 1, Cap. 2, fol. 10,) w1thout any 
change of their physical nature. I_n _the ark, 
we know that they were tame, and 1t 1s not to 
be supposed that they were fed upon th~ flesh 
of animals during their stay of a year m the 
ark. And they certainly were mild in th~ gar
den of Eden. What has been, may agam be. 
When we are told (Gen. i. 30,) "And to eve· 
ry beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the 
air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the 
earth, wherein there is life, I have given every 
gree" herb for meat; and it was so," who 
can deny that the whole animal creation lived 
upon the productions of the earth, and not on 
flesh in any degree 1 And when w~ turn to 
Isaiah xi., and read, that under the reign of the 
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Messiah" the wolf shall dwell with the lamb
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox," as 
he did at first, who can consistently deny it 7 
The strangeness of the thing is not that these 
animals should feed upon vegetables ; but that 
they should not do so. There is·no other way to 
account for this striking difference, in the food 
of the lion and ox at the present time, than to 
look upon it as a part of the curse which fell upon 
the animal creation, for man's sake. Adam 
was constituted lord of this lower world. But 
whenever he threw off his allegiance to God 
and rebelled against his laws, his subjects also 
threw off their subjection to him. e lost his 
dominion over the creatures the moment he 
lost his holiness before God. In the person of 
J sus Christ, however, the second Adam, man 
will be restored to the favor of God, and then the 
dominion of the earth, with all its animal!i, 
will be again in aubjection to man. On Is. xi. 
7, Poole observes that the lions shall feed upon 
"the grass and the fruit~ oft he earth, as . t~ey 
did at first, and shall not devour other llVlng 
creatures as they now do." 

Ezekiel says, xliii. 7, that the place of the 
throne of the Saviour, and . the place of the 
soles of his feet shall be in Jerusalem. 

Isaiah (xxiv. 23,) "Then the moon shall be 
confounded and the sun ashamed, when the 
Lord of Hosts shall reign in Mount Zion and 
in Jerusalem, and before his ancients glorious
ly." This surely must be on the earth and be· 
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fore the end of the word, viz : during the Mil
lennium. 

Micah iv. 7, "And the Lord shall reign 
over them (the ransomed nations) in Mount 
Zion from henceforth, even for ever." 

Zephaniah (iii. 15,) calls upon Jerusalem 
after the return of the tribes, to rejoice, for 
" the King of Israel, even the Lord, is in the 
midst of thee; thou shalt not see evil any 
more." 

Haggai ii. 6-9, ''For thus saith the Lord of 
hosts, yet once more, it is a little while, and 
I will shake the heavens and the earth) and the 
sea and >he dry land. And I will shake 
all ~ations and the desire of all nations shall 
come, and '1 will fill thi~ (the latter) house with 
P-:lory-the glory of th1s latter house shall be 
treater than the former,. saith. the Lord .of 
hosts · and in this place w11l I g1ve peace, sa1th 
the L~rd of hosts." The reading of this verse 
in the LXX., is very peculiar, "''~H >ro, Ex?..Ex't'o, 

,.:a,v't'c.>v -rwv E!Jvwv. It may mean ''the elect 
church out of all nations shall come with 
Christ" as is tau.aht in 1 Thes. iv. 14. Even 
so the'm also which sleep in Jesus, will God 
brincr with him, that is, the 't'G u?..Ex't'o, no,v't'c.>v 

't'c.>v :Ovc.>v. That this prophecy did not receive 
its fulfilment in the first advent of Christ is 
evident : 1st. From the fact that Paul quotes 
it (Heb. xii. 26) as yet future. 2d. The tem
ple which was destroyed by the Roma~s, 
A. D. 71, is not the last temple, see ~zek1.el 
chaps. xi. xlviii. 3d. Peace was not g1ven m 
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that temple, but a sword. The Jews h~d no 
peace then nor since ; but under the retgn of 
the Messiah, and during the time of the last 
temple they will have peace. 4th. "The 
heavens, the earth, and sea, and dry lana, and 
all nations" were not shook at Christ's first 
advent, but at his second advent they will be. 
Read Ezekiel xxxviii. 19-23, Joel iii. 1, 2, 
9-17, Amos i. 2. 

Malachi says "the Lord shall suddenly come 
to his temple-but who rna y abide his coming1 
And who shall stand when he appeareth. Then 
shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be 
pleasant to the Lord as in the day5v'>f old, and 
as in former years-that day shall burn as an 
oven; and all the proud, yea all that do wickedly, 
shall be as stubble, and the day that cometh, 
shall burn them up. Behold I will send yo!J 
Elijah the Prophet, before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord." Mal. iii. iv. 

This prophecy, like the former, has bee.n 
usually applif'd to the first advent. From this 
interpretation we wholly dissent, for the fol· 
lowing reasons : 1. The temple of Herod was 
not the tem!Jle of the Lord, referred to in this 
passage. His temple is described by Ezekiel. 
The city in which the temple is to stand, is 
called nov i11:"1, Jehovah Shammah, the Lord is 
there ; and is to be ten miles square. The 
sanctuary, in which the Saviour shall especial
ly manifest himself, is thirty miles north of 
the city, and is one mile square. It is em· 
phatically the Saviour's temple. Into this no-
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thing unclean shall ever enter. Read Ezek. 
xl.-xlviii. 

2. Jesus did not come suddenly into the 
temple of Herod. He dwelt twelve years in 
the land before he entered it, and even then 
his entrance was with the multitude. 

3. The Jews did not delight in him, but at 
his second coming they will, for they shall 
call him " Ishi " 'V% my dear husband, and 
embrace him with love, Hos. ii. 16. 

4. The nations of the earth did abide that 
dav. 

5. The sons of Levi were not purified, and 
·they did t offer to the Lord an offering in 
righteousness. 

6. The offering of Judah and of Jerusalem 
was not pleasant unto the Lord, as in former 
years, for they slew their Messialt. This pas
sage teaches us that during the reign of the 
Messiah, offerings will again be rresented to 
the Lord. They will be, however, eucharistic 
i. e. offerings of thanksgiving, and not expia. 
tory, for the purpose of making an atonement 
for sin as formerly. 

7. The wicked were in no sense destroyed, 
so as to become as ashes under the feet of 
God's people. The wicked then had, and still 
have the power over the saints. It will not be 
so at the coming of Christ ; then the saints 
shaH possess the kingdom under the whole 
heaven. 

8. Elijah the Prophet did not come before 
the first advent of Christ as his precursor.-

12 
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John, the Baptist, who was the precursor of 
Christ, at his first advent, only came "in the 
spirit and powe1· of Elias," but was not, nor 
can he be the very Elias who was taken up 
into heaven. It is true that Elias a'ppeared in 
the days of Christ, and talked with him on 
the mount of transfiguration ; but, that was 
not the fulfilment of this prophecy: for when 
he comes, he is to be visible, and is to be in
strumental in turning the hearts of the fathers 
to the children, and the hearts of the children 
to the fathers. Compare Luke i. 17, with 
Mal. iv. 5. For these reasons we conclude 
that this prophecy is yet future. 'f-he begin
ning of that day will be at Christ's appearan~e 
on the earth-the end of it, when the wicked 
shall be as ashes, will be at the close of the 
<fay. 

The angel announcing the birth of the Sa
viour, at his first advent, said that "the Lord 
God shall give him the throne of his father 
David, and he shall reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall 
be no end." Luke i. 32, 33. Thit~ he has 
never _yet possessed. It is future; and to be 
on the earth. 

John says that the Saints shall reign a thou
sand years on the earth with the Saviour, 
(Rev. v. 10,) and concludes his revelation with 
the solemn declaration that he who testified 
these things saith "Surely, I come quickly." 
And to this John adds his hearty amen. And 
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prays, even so; come, Lord Jesus ; come 
quickly." 

Such are the views which I have taken of 
these various passages of Scripture, and the 
more I examine them, the more am I satisfied 
that they clearly prove the coming of our Bles
sed Lord in glory to set up his kingdom on 
the earth, and to reign here personally for the 
period termed a thousand years. As to the 
particular mode, in which his kingdom will bP. 
governed, we know nothing. The principles 
upon which he will rule are however clearly 
laid down. This must content us now. If 
more ha~ been needful for us to know, that 
also wou\d have been revealed. But the fact 
itself is enough to thrill every Christian heart, 
and our duty is to be ready, so that we may 
have a part in that kingdom. 

I have as yet said nothing about the time 
when Christ shall appear, simply because the 
time is not revealed. The sigm~ of the times 
will tell us that the time is near, very near; 
but, that day and hour is known to none of 
the human family. God has told us that cer
tain things will take place before the great day 
of the Lord shall come,-from these we may 
learn that the day is nigh at hand. May God 
grant to all his grace that they may be ready; 
for that day will come upon the earth as a 
snare. Blessed is that servant, who shall be 
found waiting when his Lord cometh. 

Before concluding this part of the suhj ect 
would add that a strong argument in favour of 
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the pre-millennia! advent of our Lord is drawn 
from the duty of watchfulness, enforced by the 
motive "ye know not the day nor the hour 
when the Son of Man cometh." If we know that 
the Millennium has not begun (as any man may 
by opening his eyes upon the world as it is,) 
and if we know that, after it has begun, a thou
sand years must elapse before the second ad
vent, how can we watch as those who may 
have a personal concern in the matter? We 
cannot live a thousand veat·s we know, there· 
fore, this command is not for us, but for those 
who shall come into being long after we shall 
have departed. 

But this proceeds on the idea that the thou· 
sand years are literal years. This is by no 
means certain. Some suppose that they are , 
SiJbbatical years, which would make seven ' 
thousand solar years. Others suppose that 
they may be Jubilary years which would make 
the thousand years amount ~o fifty thousand 
solar years. Others suppose that " a thousand 
years" is put for a very large, but indfjinite 
number of years; and this idea is supported 
by the fact that God promises mercies to re· 
stored Israel for a thousand generations. See 
Deut. vii. 9. Ps. cv. 8. 1. Chron. xvi. 15.·-
He also speaks of the timeoflsrael's judgment, 
as a little wrath, a little moment, while he 
will remember them with everlasting kindness. 
Is. liv. 8. Now, this little moment is found 
to be nearly three and a half millinaries ; and 
the other term of comparison, therefore, must 
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be very long. We reckon at the present 
abridged period of human life thirty years to 
an ordinary life time, as a generation. A 
thousand generations according to this mea· 
surement would be thirty thousand years.
But, if the life of man be prolonged in the new 
economy so that the days of God's people 
shall be as the days of a tree, he must reckon 
a longer period than thirty years to a life time 
-perhaps a thousand years. This would 
make a thousand generations extend through 
a million of years. 

If su<(h, then, be the proper view of the 
Millenni~ rather than that whica regards it 
as exactly a thousand solar years, the advent 
of Christ is placed at a distance immeasurably 
beyond our conceptions. Scarce two hundred 
generations have lived on this earth thus fa 
a thousand are yet to come of antedeluvian 
longevity, and yet Christians, are commanded 
to watch for this personal advent a if it might 
occur in their time! This difficulty does not 
exist upon the supposition that the advent of 
Christ will occur bifore the Millennium. 

No one of those, who adopt the idea here 
opposed, pretends to be able to say how soon 
the Millennium will commence. Some ~tup
pose it very near; others postpone it beyond 
the period of a life time. Yet all suppose that 
it may be ushered in soon. We make the 
same supposition as to the advent of Christ. 
We watch for it-hope for it-and even ex
pect it, not because we know it is near, but 

12* 
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because we know not that it is remote. Our 
ignorance of the time, whic~ the Father hath 
put in his own power, fo~b1ds us. equ~lly to 
say that it will not occur m our life t~me, or 
to say that it will occur in our life time. But 
one thing we do know. Our Lord has com· 
manded us to watch because we know not the 
day nor the hour of his coming. 

This subject affords matter for many profit
able reflections, among which we may note 
the following: 

1st. The doctrine of Christ's speedy and 
pr.e-millennial advent shows the Christian 
Church what is her imperious, an4 present 
duty, in reference to the nations of the earth. 

The gospel must first be preached among 
all nations for a witness unto them, befo!.e ~he / 
en of the Jewish dispersion, and the- b'mdmg 
of Satan can come. Whenever that work 
shall have been accomplished, so that the go_s
pel of the k' gdom may be preached as a .wz~
ness unto all nations, then the day of ZIOns 
redemption is rome. The Scriptures .no 
where hold out the idea that the whole family 
of man must embrace the truth, before the 
Millennium shall dawn upon the earth; but, 
merely that they, as nations, shall hea~ ~t. 

Whoever will now look at the conditiOn of 
the world in reference to the spread of the 
gospel will find that there are but few lan
guages, now known, on the face of the earth, 
into which, the Scriptures have not, at one 
time or other, been translated. How near 
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this work is to its final accomplishment, no 
one can with certainty say. But there is 
every encouragement to labor diligently till 
the work be done. If the same spirit did but 
actuate the church now that urged on the 
Apostles, one quarter of a century need not 
pass away, till these things be fulalled. 

Our facilities for communicating with all 
parts of the world - the ease with which
missionaries can approach the different na· 
tions and tribes of the earth, without molesta
tion or danger-the means of multiplying the 
sacred scriptures by steam presses, and the 

' improve nts in printing-and the willingness 
of the nations of the earth to hear of Jesus 
Christ, together with the present peculiar posi
tion of the Jews, all show us that the day of 
the Lord is nigh, even at the doors, and t at 
it becomes the church to awake to her duty. 
The Christian Church, certainlY,, never had 
more ground for encouragement ~han now.
'fhe earth will soon be girdled with the light 
of the gospel. The last language will soon 
be learned by the Christian missionary. The 
Bible will soon be given to all the people of 
the earth in their own language. And when
ever the angel, having the everlasting gospel 
to preach, shall return to the throne of God 
with the news that his mission is fulfilled, then 
will there be great voices heard in heaven, 
saying, "Babylon is fallen, is fallen-the 
kingdoms of this world are become the king· 
dom of our Lord, and of his Christ, and he 
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shall reign for ever and ever." Who can tell 
but that the last missionary, who has gone 
from a Christian land, or is now preparing to 
go, is the person destined of God to make the 
last translation of the scriptures in the Ian. 
guage of the last tribe to whom the gospel is 
to be sent as a witness? Who can tell but 
that the last contribution which has been 
thrown into the treasury of the Lord, is des· 
tined to print that last translation of God's 
word, and thus to givf' the final touch . to this 
great work of the Lord ? Who can tell but 
that this mingling up of the lights and shades 
of the present picture of the world( light to 
the Jew and darkness to the Gentile-this over
lapping of Divine Providence's judgments upon 
the Gentiles and mercies towards the Jews, is 
no that very state of things, which is to imme
diately precede the glorious advent of our 
Lord? The world, certainly is in a peculiar 
state. Let s watch the developernents of 
God's Providence, and hasten the coming of 
the day of the Lord. Be ye therefore ready ; 
for ye know not the day nor the hour that 
the Lord shall come. 

2. How full of consolation are these precious 
prophecies, and the present indications of Di. 
vine Providence to the humble and faithful 
follower of the Saviour! 

They teach the Christian that the night is 
well nigh past, and that the day is at hand.
Seeing, then, that these~thing are so; what 
manner of persons ought we to be in all holy 
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conversl\tion and godline~s? Our conversation 
ought to be in heaven, from whence we ex
pect our blesr,ed Lord. When he shall appear 
we shall be like him, for we shall see him as 
he is. Let us watch, and pray, and keep our 
lamps trimmed and burning, lest our Lord 
come upon us as a thief in the night, and we 
be found without oil in our lamps. 

But, how sad must be the condition or that 
member of the f'Jurch, who shall say " my 
Lord delayeth his coming, and shall begin to 
smite his fellow servant, and to eat and to 
drink with the drunken? 'fhe Lord of that 
servant ~ll come in a dav when he looketh 
not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware 
of, and shall cut him asunder, and appoint him 
his portion with the hypocrites." And w at 
will be the case of that steward, who has 
f~sed to improve his Lord's money and to lay 
htmself out for the glory of his God. How 
many of God's dear people mig t have been 
fed with the abundance the I~ord hath put into 
his hands for the purpose of doing good to the 
h?usehold of faith ! How many poor, be
nighted heathen might have been brouaht to 
the Saviour, if he had only been faithfui'to the 
trnst committed to him ! How many minis· 
ters of the gospel, at home, might have been 
sustained in their self-denying works-con
gregations raised and sinners converted to God 
if he had not squandered away his Lord's trea: 
snres upon the lust of the flesh, the lust of' 
the eye, and the pride of life, and the pomp 
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of living; or, if he had not wickedly hoard-ed 
it up to the injury of his own soul and the ~ouls 
of those who are to come after him! Alas! 
alas! what an acco11nt will many have to rf,ll· 

der in that day! How little they have ~o~e, 
or are willing to do for God! How unwtlhn.g 
they have been to deny themselves any grall· 
fication for the cause of the Redeemer, who 
died for them! The widow, the fatherless or 
the orphan have not been blessed by their 
benevolence. The chamber of the lowly Chris• 
tian has never been cheeted by their prayers, 
or their presence, while the halls of mirth, the 
saloons of fashion and the festive tabli have of
ten found them there. When Jesus shall come 
and unlock those treasures of wealth, which 
he ~ve to them for the advancement of his 
ca se on the earth; but which have been wick· 
edly purloined, and laid by for their child.ren 
and friends to regale themselves therewtth; 
and when he shall ask wherefore have ye done 
this? What, oh! what can they say? How 
can they meet Jesus in peace? Will he not 
say "depart from me ye workers of iniquity." 
The earth Christian reader, is the Lord's, and 
the fulnes~ thereof. While he therefore gives 
us the comforts of life, and the joys of his sal
vation-let us not shut up the bowels of our 
compassion from our fellow men, who are 
perishing at our door for lack of that kn?w
ledge which we have the means of best.owmg. 
Blessed will that man be, who, when hts Lord 
shall come, and shall call him to account, will be 
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able to say-" Lord thy pound, in my hand, 
has gained ten pounds. I have lived for thee, 
I have planned for thee. I have spent and 
have been spent for thy glory." Blessed! 
thrice blessed will that man be at the coming 
of our Lord. Of a truth he will grant him 
the privilege to sit with him in his throne, and 
share with him in the joys and glories of his 
Kingdom. 

3. The aJvent of Christ will be an awful 
day to those who are not prepared for his 
coming. 

Perhaps, some of my readers are saying, all 
this is t rizing, and mere speculation. They 
may also, like those, who are described by 
Peter, say "Where is the promise of his 
coming 7" "The day of the Lord is n~ at 
hand. The world will not be visited whh 
judgments from on high. The Saviour will 
not come." So said the inhabita~ts of the old 
world. They believed not Noah, who warned 
them to escape from the wrath to come. But 
the flood did come, notwithstanding their un· 
belief; and they were unprepared for it. The 
Saviour tells us, "so will it be in the days of 
the Son of Man." The world will be busy in 
its schemes of honor, pride and selfishness, and 
will not take warning till the Heavens shall 
open and the Son of Man shall appear. Oh! 
what a day that will be! Some shall rejoice 
to behold their beloved Lord, and shall hail his 
approach with "Hosanna ! blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord," Others, 
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alas! shall weep and wail. It will be a 
day of vengeance, and of recompences for 
the controversy of Zion. Then will Jesus 
reign king of nations. Iniquity shall be put 
down-Satan shall be cast out of the earth, and 
be bound for the thousand years. The wick· 
ed shall be cut off. All thil'lgs will then be 
subject to the Lord Jesus Christ, for he shall 
reign for ever. Yea, saith Isaiah, ''of the in
crease of his government and peace, there 
t~hall be no end. Upon the throne of David and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to estab
lish it with judgment and with justice, from 
henceforth, even for ever ; the z i of the 
Lord of Hosts will perform this." "Amen, 
even so, come, Lord Jesus." 

t • 
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