From a Far Coufttrye: "’

N SEVEN

DISCOURSES

From 1 T I vs.

Delivered at the PressyTERIAN CHURCH
in V. e'zc‘&zz.?:y :

And now publithed at the Defire of many cf
the Hearcrs and Otbers..

TN B LD O @ P L BN L L W O W LB P O @ @ L O LON P P O G

By [ONATHAN PARSONS, A. M.
And Minifter of the Gofpel there.

o~ nc it 20 For Idetermined mot to know anmy thing among yeu,
£.3 Popus Chrifl, and bim crucified.

Cai. ... 20. Tam crucified aith Chrift : Newerthelels, 1live ; yei
nat 1, but Chrift liveth in me : and the life avkich 1 nsaw iive

1 the Y, 1 live by the faith of toe Son of God, wlo loved e,

and ;. ve Eimlelf, for me.

Rom v. 5. But God commendeth bis love towards us, in that aviile
ave auere yet finmers, Chrift died for us.

YLoke x'x. 16. For the Jor of man .5 come tc Jeck and to jave thai

wrr b s logl.
AP R R R HFRERRERRESRNFFREPERPE RGN C RN RN BRI RN RELE S

PORTSMOUTH, in New-HAaMPSHIRE :
Printed and Sold by Daniel Fowle. 17 56.

O L0 O P N P P O O ) PN N ) O L P O P P O D P PN P



ta ML -

o MALLDS

© o PRI ATENa) PO/ W L W E «

B R L

R N R T AT L R e R T qw_zgg

PREF A CE.

f 5 S ERHAPS Armini ianifin and Ari-
¥ *@% anifm were never propagatcd
SF ith more opennefs and refoluti-
g=, nor with Jefs oppofirion, in our land,
than at this day. Men of figure are bold
encugh to deride and banter the facred
doctrines of chriftianity, and defpife our
orthodox confeflions of faith; and fome
(even at the expence of truth) have en-
deavor'd to drive the puritanical doc-
rines of religion out of the pulpit.

But the inquifitive reader will be apt

to afk zhe reafon of this great evil among

us ? To fuch it may be replied, that as
all men are born into the world under
the covenant of works and partake of
the {pirit of that covenant ; fo, is there

' not reafon to fear that the overfight of

many churches is committed to men,
before
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before they are cut off from the old
ftock of the firf: Adam, and grafted in-
to Chrift ? And if it be fo that teachers
are tainted with this poifon themfelves,
no wender if they endeavor to ftrength-
en themfelves in their own corrupt
ichemes, by preferring others to public
oftices that are men of the fame tafte.--
This is an arttul method of introducing
the moft deftru&ive errors, and of mak-
ing the propagatcrs of them bolder and
bolder ; and fo, of driving bible-truth
into a corncr.-—- E/pecially, it you con-
fider, that there are few, befides pic-
pmly independent churches, and thofc
are deftitute of any fettled rules of deal-
ing with oftenders. T fay pra«‘)er{y in-
dependent 5 for the method of f making
INQUISITION, In the third way of ccm-
mmunign, 1s laid afide 3 and that with
good reafon : for “men will be ready
“ to prcfex the power of vifitaticn in a
¢ fingle eminent Bithop, to that of eve-
“ry private Paitor that fhall pleafe to

¢« fet
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“ fet up himfelf.”--- And now, being
deftitute of any fix'd rules of proceeding,

any man, high or low, may run oft from
the form of {found words with impunity;
or to hinder an impeachment of him-

{elf, he'may be encourag’d to impeach
the ortbodsx of holding ftrange do&rines.
Sering thefe tmnbs are fo and feemn'
truth is of greater confe equence than a
man’s reputation, I have {ome years ago
entur'd my nan.: abroad in the world,
aoainft fome of the growmg corrupticrs
of the times ; not becaufe I tho’t my
felf {u fit for the undertaking as fome
cthers 3 but confidering the diligence
and triumphs of thofe that zeach another
g J;,J and-the importance of the truths
0p*> 5s'd, [look’t upon it my duty to take
up the ﬁzw of controverfy and handle it
wcll as I cculd, tho’ otherwife I thould
have chofen to De excufed. But

---------- Scridunt indofti doftique :
Ur ww/ent bomunes furguint de nacle latrones :
Ut & 1pfiit [erves non experyifceris? IIo'

AND
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Anp confidering the caufe of truth
is the moft concerning matter, none
{hould hang back that wifh its profpe-
rity, for fear of diftushing the peace of
the church ; becaufe peace in the church
at the expence of truth, islike the agrec-
ment of Herod and Pontius Pilate to de-
ftroy Chrift and his kingdom.--- Thofc
recoencilers (asthey call themfelves) who
would fain make up a union between
Arminians and Calvinifls, had as good
ftrive to reconcile flighs and darknefs,
Chrift and belial, as to reconcile a true
Calvinift with Arminians. Indeed, I
{ee no great difhiculty in keeping up a
vifible union between thofe that are Ca/-
viniffs in f{peculation ozly, and hearty
Arminians (becaule I fuppofe they don’t
differ much in their inward experience)
but one that is bro’t oft trom arminiar
principles, and bro’t over to true Cal-
vinifm by the efhcacions grace of Ged,
cannot, 1 {uppole, be united with Ar-

minians,unlels he has forgot that ke was
wafbed
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wafhed from bis old fins : for he knows

that they are oppoﬁtc ichcmes, and lead
to oppofite places at lafi.  And I am
perfwaded that many of the miferies
which the church groans under in_this
land, are mainly owing to thofe that

fpeak partly the language of Afbdud,
and partly the language of the Fews. I

can’t but think fuch are more danger-
ous to the caufe of Chrift, than open
Arminians, who are true to their princi-
ples ; for thofe that are open are eafily
difcover'd ; but thofe reconcilers ( par-
don the expreflion ) Jetray the fon of
man with a lé{/.;‘.

Wuen I compos’d and preach’d the -
following difcourfes, I had no tho’t of
their being printed : they are plain truths
and dcliver’d in a plain drefs, {uited to

the day and circumf{tances of my people.
I hopg this will be a fufhcient apology
with the candid reader, for repeating
fome things feveral times in different
difcourfes, I was conftrain’d to give a

Copy
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copy for the prefs by the importunity
of my friends ; and was the more a-
fraid to refufe, becaufe it appear’d that
Ged remarkably blefs’d them when they
were deliver'd.  Arminians and Ari-
ans need not wonder if they find them-
felves oppos’d in the plaineft gofpel fer-
mons; for I believe it would be dif-
ficult for an honeft Calvinifl to deliver
a fingle difcourfe without, fome way or
other, crofling their corrupt principles.
--1f God will, of his infinite mercy ac-
cept the offering, and blefs it to the
convi¢tion and faving converfion of {in-
ners and edification of faints, it i
enough, |

Jonathan Parfons.
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| L Tim L1 5.

This is a faithful faying, and worthy of all ac-
ceptation, that Chrif? ffcﬁzs came info toe world
to fave finners 5 of whom I am chief.

gg%% HE wife king of Ifrael tells, that &s
"(tg T :% cold water is to a thirfly foul, fo is
%@v@% geod news from a far country. The
W

olad tidings of the everlafting gofnel,

are {fent from heaven, and are the beft news that
ever were fpread among a perifhing world of
mankind : for when we feel the caufe of ?U
B the
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the miferies that befal us, or that we are liable
to, here we have the remedy, the on/y fuitable
and fufiicient remedy held up in the cleareft
light, and freely offered.

"T1s this gefpel, with its effeftual applica-
tion and happy effects, St. Paul fpeaks of in the
chapter wherein we have our text. And con-
fidering what he was before his converfion,
viz. a Hlafpoemer, a perfecutor and injurious
alio confidering what eff:ts the gofpel had
upon him, and the great honor that he was
prefently vefted with, he breaks out like one
aftonith'd, admiring the grice of our Lord Jefus
Chrift, which appear'd in s converfion. And
from hence he thought, there was reafon enough
to encourage the chief of finners to hope for
mercy, and look out in geood earneft after it.
And therefore he recommended the fame gof-
pel to their acceptation, which had been made
the power of God to his falvation.

Tuis ¢s a faithful faying. Upon fpeaking of
his own converfien, and the abundant grace of
God appearing therein, he breaks out in this
manner ; thereby intimating, that, fince be had
obtained mercy, there was fufficient incourag-
ment for any poor fin-burdened f{oul to feck af-
ter it. The account he had given of himfelf
was credible, and what he was about to affirm
was {o too. "Tis the faying of the God of truth
and faithfulnefs, and therefore it ought to be
atirm’d 1n his facred name,

AND
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AND 75 worthy of all acceptation. How afto-
nifhing {oever the news of the redemption and
falvation of finners is, yet it is as frue as 1t is
aftonithing. 'Tis worthy to be € nbrac'd by
all : yea, it demands the prefent acceptation of
every one that hearsit. It is the faying of
the faithful God, by his infpired Apoftle ; and
therefore one moment’s difcredit is inexcufable.
If God has faid what follows, it muft be wor-
thy of the inftant, chearful, and hearty accep-
tation of all men.

Trus St. Paiil introduces the joyful meflage
he had to deliver ; the fum of the gofpel, that
Fefus Chrift cams: :nto the world te fave fancrs :
1. e. he was maniteft in the fleth for that end :
he came to feck and to fave that which was
loft, not to call the nighteous, but finners to re-
pentance.—-- Yea, the chicf of faners: q. d.
He who came to fave fuch a blafphemer and
perfecutor as I have been; he that came to fave
one that reathed out threatnings and {laughter
againft the gifciples; that went unto the high
prieft, and defired of him letters to Demafcus
to the fynagogues, to bring all, whether men
or women, houind unto Yerufalem ; he that
came to fave {ucl: a finner, came to fave the
chief of finners. }:s God made me a monu-
ment of his fpecial mercy in Chrift Jefus?
Surely, there is enough in Chrift for any fin-
ner ; and therefore every one, fenfible of his
guilt and mufery ( be he ever fo vile ) has en-

couragement
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couragement to look unto Chrift, that he may
be faved.

TaEesE hints feem to take in the general fenfe
of the text: and in further difcourfing upon
them, I 1hall range my thoughts under two ge-
neral ohfervations ; and, by divine grace, clear
them up, and mmpreve them in forae meafure
juiiable to the circumittznces of my hearers.

Chf. 1. G f metimes rakes ibe (b}‘f ef
i’*h:?',\ the _[.4[7'1 J“ bss /l’f‘clal grase

Obf. II. Tlat the Lerd . /'13 Corif cance ints

the world to [eve finrers, f v chict of firners,
i; @ Ja-,n.g achich demands :be trefont acespte-
tfff‘ g . nrn.

Of thefe in their order---

Obl. L. Gop fomctimes makes the chicf of
Arners the fubyeéls of ks [pecial grace.

UNDER this head I defign to confider, what
1sto be underftood by fpecial grace, and the
necefiity f 1t, {ome evidences of the truth f
the doétrine, and fome reafons for it.

FirsT, I would confider what is to te un-
dcr{mcd by Jpec:al grace, ard the necelhity
of 1t.

AxD I callit jpecial grace, in the de@rine,

to
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to dittinguith 1t from that ¢fzffarce and cs-gpere-
*157, which many fpeak and write of, as all the
grace that is neceflary for fallen man to expett
or defive. Their opirien is generaily founded
upon a fuppofiiion that man, fallen from God
and in a thate of unreneww'd nature, has {fome
ability to co-operate with the holy Spirit, even
in the fir/? grace given in regencratisn.  Bug,
without mediing with the perfon or the flatc
of any man, we may fay that thic is a very
great miftake and a very dangerous principle.
For every one, betore regeneration. is «without
Hrength, and therefore altogether unable to af-
ford the leail aflittance to the Spirit of all grace
in that great work. Yea, man in an unregene-
rate flate 1s an enemy to God ;3 and not only
an enemy, but his carnal mind is enmity it feif’;
not only alienated from God, but in oppofition
to him, and is conttantly oppofite, diretly or
indireCtly, to the operations of- the holy Spirit.
How abfurd is 1t therefore, to entertain a notion
that an unrenewed foul affilts or co-operates
with the Spint in Megeting a principle of {piri-
tual life in it fcif ¢ the ftrivings of a natural
man and the ftnvings of the Spirit are as op-
pofite in their nafure as light and darknef(s, and
as oppofite in their smterefls and defigns as Chrilt
and Bc'li(l[.

But the fpeczal grace, which we f{peak of,
is the work of the Spirit, renewing the foul af-
ter the imaze of God, and enabling it to mostify

and.
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and overcome fin, and live to God.  Or { if that
will give a clearer idea ) it is grace Wrought n
the fou b) the mighty rower of God, renew-
:ng the underftanding, and changing the dlf} >~
fition of the will, and from time to time fireng-
thering the believer to live devoted to God.
"Tis not, In regenerat ion, a cherifhing the weak
and greatly dec'\yd image of Gea s hely

ture, as fome feem to underftand it, but it is a
creation work, or an implarting a nature that
is eatirely loft 1 an smuediote wotk of the
Spirit, by which the elet of God have 2 piin-
ciple of fpiritual life formed :» them. Now,
that fuch a work of the Spirit of God, and fp*

-cial grace, 1 this fenfe,are neceflary, 1s verv evi-
dent frem many cenfiderations. Lct us attend
to {ome. Particularly,

THE reprefentations made :n Yeripture, of re-
generating grace, lead us to conclude that it i
by an mzmedmt; operation cof the holy Spirie
upon the foul. "Tis called a creazion acs ri, Eph.
. 10. The regenerate foul is called a aew
creaiure, 2 Cor. v. 17. Gal. vi. 15. {o the fcn
turcs tcll us that, in this work, God t6kes a‘:z..)
tke beart of fione, and grves an keart of Sy
that the man is dern not of blesd, ner of lw zl;
Gf 11?]’/}1’, ilurCf the awill Gf man, but (f GC’ :
that he is created ajter the image cf Goly 15 a
;‘w caber of the divine nature | 6rouqct cut of
darireis mto marvellous light, scc. Well, in the
ree of veafon, what can the plain import of

thefe

N WIAIRN/ NEEERINS Y
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thefe and many other feriptures be, if "tis onlv
affiftance or co-operation of tiic holy Spirit that
is neceflary to regenerate a foul ? How fhall we
confture them, without putting a force upon the
words, unlefs we allow of a fpecial, 1mmediate
work of the Spirit in regeneration ! Can ail
thefe things {ignify no mwre than prefenting
truths to the underttanding, in a clear and ad-
vantageous light? Istherc nothing taught us of
the Spirit’s work, befide his affifting a man, and
co-operating with Lis endeavours in the ufe of
means ? Why is it, that the work of the holy
Spirit is fo much magnified in the bible, unlefs
the glory of it is correfpondent to thofe his
expreflions ¥ If there is any meaning in words,
I fuppofe, the [criptures referred to plainly
teach us, that there 1s the fame power put forth
in regenerating a foul, as there was in creat-
g a world; with this difference, that ia re-
generating a foul, God works againft and takes
away refiftance, whereas there was nothing to
refift or withftand him in his creating the
world.

Acain; if we confider ide cafe of infants,
it will afford {omne light to this truth. Indeed,
{fome tell us, that man came to be finner: only
by smstation. But St. Paul, under divine in-
{piration, thought quite otherwife ; for he tells
us, Eph. il. 3. that we are byNATURE the children
of wrath: not only by cuftom and contracted
habits of evil ; but &y nature. And if it were

as
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as fcme think, eonly by imitatien, why dor't
they tell us what thofe inclinaticns in hitie chii-
dren are, which difpefe them to {.ilow tad
cxamrples ? »

Rut I fhall take it for granted, at prefets,
that Adam was the covenant-head ara repre-
fentative of ail his natural feed ; and therefore
that all infants zre born Inte the world finnerg,
void of the =xral i image of God and under “'s
wrath and ciie. INow, If they are bern fin-
ners, thev muft be renewed or thc) cannet be
faved. Where there is no res/ change of nz
ture, there is no relative charge : and W “crf-
there is no relative change, pem,n 1S are In a fiate
of death : the Lord has made no prox fion
for them ; no mediator, ne parden, ne frectal
I‘c'zcﬁt bv Chnft.  And Chnift has expredly de-

ared in the 'Toipcl that cxeept they are bor
aqr'."z born ¢f the Spirzt, romd out like w ater,
vur,f,szr and quickning theu‘ ionls, they cer i
%9 cafe entev info the kingdom of Feaven, They
are not only an&ordly, but 22 7jit tor the en-
joyments and the cmployments of heaven
and confequently they mufl be excluded, uniefs
‘they are renewed b) mc Lol Spint. Now,
though there is no promife that can be Dio-
dacd from {cripture to prove that all thofe
v-ho die in their infancy are faved, yet we are
{ure from the fcrlpturc that all ﬁ'ch are not
daiuned, but fome fhall go to heaven, and if
ey are faved they maft be recc ﬂcratcd, be-

-~
()
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canir ey are uticrly difqualined for the ftate
of Bleittdnen among the faints while - they are
unheiv-—But what ceuld thefe mfants do to
heip tac kp' it of God 11 rezenerating their
fouls 7 Az they co-workers with (‘oj In rc-
floring his holv imagze, or is it the work of God
slone © Doubtlers it will be ackn owiedo'd,
that thz wholc s 2 wark of the God of all
erace, by his immeodiaze or ) Avical inflaence.
aAnd 11t reztonable to imagine that he fhould
do all 1n an mmediate way for hittle children,
aad  tahe n alu‘.t perfons as ¢ -partners with
him 1n the work > Who aan lunmL, “ ithout
doing violcnce to reaton, that thofe who have
unp*m 'd their fr7 bad inciinations i the courte
of a vicious life; thofe who have walk'd and
ivid after the flefhvs who by cuftomary finning
have inurd themiches to wicked pradzce
fhould not ftand 1n need of the fame omntpo-
teat and etiicacions power to renew and fandtity
them, thatittle children do 7 "Tis true mdw
alult perfons are come to the ufe and cxerc
cf that reaton which the author of their bux.;
has given therm 5 but they can no more exercife
it 1 a f'ml“nl manner without fanétitving
grace, than an infant of a dav old can exeicife
Tis reafon about nataral things.  And then the
nmciples of fin and their avcrfa tion to God
w7 sefs are more d“"pl" rooted 151 them
then o fants 3 and-thercfore it 1s moft unrea-
fuaanic orany toumagine that they thould aith.d
C any
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any Letter help towards their regeneradion than
infants can towards theirs.

Acain ; if we confider the different juccefs
of the gefpel, 1t will aftord {ome further evi-
dence to the truth of what we mfift upon. ’Tis
an obfervation of early date, that the fame di-
vine truths difpenfed with equal plainnefs and
fidelity have vaftly d:ifferent cffecis, ai the Jame
time, upon peifons, that to all appearance, are
cqually prejudicd againft tham.  Some are
pricked at the heart with ndignation againft
themfelves, and others with indignation againft
the preacher. fome receive the word of life
oladly; the meflage of pardon, life and blefled-
nefs takes deep root in their minds, and they
feel the energy of a living principle of grace ;
while others continue perverfly, walking con-
trary to God and man. Sometimes thofe of
the fame family, the fame education and ad-
vantages, are diftinguifhed from each other: one,
and perhaps he the moft obftinate and unlikely
of all the houfe, is made a fubject of fpecial
orace, and others arc left to perith in their fins,
Yea, fome are taken, as Pau/ was, contrary to
their intentions, while they are thirfting for the

lcod of Chrift’s difciples, indulging themfelves
in their provocations,andin the very fury of luft:
God has come and ftopt them in their way,
turn’d them quite about in the temper and
difpofition ef their hearts, and made them
zealous followers of the Lord Jefus Chrift.
Sometimes

i
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Sometimes again, the minifters of Chrift are
reduc’'d to great difficulties without any vifi-
ble fuccefs: they #0i/ all the long night of
defertion and rake nothing : they divide the
word of truth ikilfully, and are very induftrious
in their work, but Ifrae/ will nct be gathered ;
they loofe their labour in all the pains they are
at. After they have wearied themfelves in
their work, all out-ftanding finners remain eafy,
under condemning guilt, and in the filthinefs of
all their fins. The gofpelis a burden to them,
and a very little pittance is given to the difpen-
fers of it. At other times, in the day of Chrift’s
power, the fame truths, deliver'd in much the
fame manner, awaken the fecure, engage the
attention of multitudes, draw many fouls to
Chrift, and edify faints in their moft holy faith.
The hearts and houfes of pcople are open to
the ambaflfadors of Chrift ; and many of the
people to their power, and fome beyond their
power, are willing of themfelves, praying us
with much entreaty that we would receive the
bountics of hecaven from their hands.---Well,
how can all thefe things be accounted for any
other way than upon the apoftle’s principle, as
we find it written, 1 Cor.iil. 6. 7. I havs
planted, Apolls watered : out God gave the in-
creafe.  So then, neither is be that planteth any
thing, neither be that watereth: but God that giv-
eth the increafe : even the apoftles themfelves,
tiough under divine infpiration, could gain no

| {ouls
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{ouls to Chrut v:ithout the cfiicienicy of Ged.
Aad why fhould the gofpel of Chriit run and
Le clonnod at cne time, and at ancther tinie

y:‘;.:ﬂc rcfz: to lc«uhn to tixe voice of the
' ]
arer, chaming nover fo wilcly 7 ---If the
C uL'.::;’-. means of crace Lad anv eflicency n
iheny, why are they ot equa ahv fucceiful ac @l

times and in al }-l;-.L s ¢ Why do any that ftand
cut and indulze impetucus luft for a courfe of
years, fuddenly turn about and becomie the de-
vated friends of Chrif: 2 Doces not the evcnt
3\.\1'.!1’} \c:‘:f‘, that {cripture, 2 Cor x. 4, 5.6
c Teir i ..mj pois of coi scarfere aie /,oz‘mz f’*/
Gied PG ) threaeh Ged 1o the fuling desen of
flice f{ Felds ) coking dewn imagivations, end
) ¥ Il\:J thing 1ot exaliesh it Sl ageingt th:
Eneackedee of G’(f crd /717’”"0' 1515 Captiviiy
rv u:zzr/‘ 1o the Gl’zdlchu // (»’vrzy, : In-
d“di g fin, that encmy of all rizhteoufnefs,
and {atan t‘\ ftrong man arm’d, wiil keep poi-
1Lﬁl-)“ antil the Lord hlux Chrnftrides forth tri-
ump 1an .V in the chariot of the cvcrmﬂmg goi-
pcl corque: inTand to conquer.  But when he
airds his iword upen his thigh, as an csfign of
roval authority,and an mitrument of war ; when
the word comes out ¢f his mouth and Lc rides
for victery, then his arrows are fharp in the
heart of kis cnemies, and they arc oblig’d to
tall undeir hom. ™ Hexce

’ I3 . r . '\n\ A . ~ . L]
*>Tas #r newle 2ftrted, in orpefitien to our ¢ (‘&

Hothatin divane roveaseny ds torover taken for grantéd,.
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14 Tke NATURE and NEcESsiTY  Difc. L

works of God praife him. All nature {prung
intc being at his command. When we lock
upon

2. We jultly deny that God has evaelly mock'd and in-
fulted his crcatum, in requiring thole thnc's of them,
whizh, in their fallen ftate, 1t 15 moral: ¥ nmpo‘ﬁblc for them
to do; and in intitting upon thole qualincations which 1t s
equzLy impcdhble for them to have, uniefs they are wiought
in them by the fpecial influences of the holy Spirit. We
nEt voon ity that the czrnal mind is enimity againit God
that ally by nature, are children f wrath; dead in trcipaiTes
sad fins; ¢ very far gone from origina] richtecufnefs ;
that all who go to heaven muft be born agan, not of biocd,
rer of the wil of the fefth, nor of the wiil of man, but of
God. We fay that thefe, and things of the like naturc

auzht us i our bibles, wvincibly prove an efhcacious, un-
irm{ adle work of the Spirit of God, in reftoring the d.\mc
image in fouls and oreparing them for glory ~—-But what is
21l this to the purpofe of our aucrfanes ¥ Does it follow
from hence that God kas awelly mock’d and infulted his
ercaturss in cﬂ'srmg them deliverance from the wrath to
come ? How does this do irine involve in it an imputation
of crucltyin God, and fo caft s blemifh upon his moral per-
-fections ¢ Has God cruzlly mock'd and infulted his creatures
becaufe e requires that of them, which he made them capa-
ble of complying with ? whether thefe queftions will be
-efteem’c worthy of thought by our adverfaries I krow net ;
but fure [ am, that my flefh trcrnbles whenI fee how thcy
infult the divine Being in fome of their writings ! Muft the
GREAT LoRrD of all bcmos loofe his right of requiring and
commaniling, becaufe poor, mean, finful he!l-monfters have
thrown away their power of obeying; and becaufe they

chufc to live in rebeilion? By what reafon fhould God’s

coinmanc, invitation «nd reproof infer a power in us to com-
ply with the gofpel propofals, when we have deflroy’d our-
dvcs, and fet up againft our fovercign? ’Tis true, com-
mands, 1vitations amd reproofs rcprcfcnt our duty gmd

God’s

P




Difc. L ef [pectal GRACE. IS

upon the vifible heavens over cur heads, and this
earth on which we ftand, we fee fomething of
what God has made out of things that were

God's right over us ; but then thefe commands, &c. confider
us as creatures, and not fo much, as having rebell’d and fallen
from God : Though invitations feem to imply our rebelhion,
yet thefe with commands and reproofs are principally to teach
us the importance and neceflity of having the moral image
of God rettured in our fouls; to convince us of fin and
nufery, and to direct us to God, who alone can cffect a fav-
ing change in us.---The head and reprefentaiive of mankind,
the firit 4dum, had power tc keep the command ; but having
loft that power, by what rule is God oblig’d tc reftore it?
If God is under no moral cbligation to put A4 &a’s feed into
the ftate wherein they were created, why is he charg’d with
a cruel infult upon men, for demanding nothing but kis due ?
Or why is he cali’'d cruel and unjuft for punifhing thofe that
chiufe death rather than life ? ¢ The conditions, it feems,
are mpraficable,” and thercfore the demand is unjuit, and
the invitation is mockery. But I enquire, how come thefe
cenditions to be imprafticable ! Are they made fo by any
alt of Geod, or from the msra) inabiiity of man: 1. e. from
his own will ? It it be from himfelt, why is God charg’d
with mockery becaufe he has mercitully ofter’d grace and
invited them to receive it ! May God require nothing in his
revealed will; which he is not determined te effect! Ifnct, '
what muft we fay of thefe feriptures, Ezck. xviii. 31, 32.
Hof. vi. 4. Luk. xix. 42. alls xiii. 48. belides many others,

But I have exceeded my firft deiign in a note: 1 will only
add, at prefent, that ’tis truly aftonihing to fee how fome
arminiaus treat the fovereign Lord of the univerfe. The
God in whofe hand their breath is, and whofe are all their
ways, have they not glorihed @ but are ditputing againft God,
as though he had no rizht to make one vetlel to honour and
ancthci 1o dithonour.---They feem moie folicitous to brirg
him down to theii terms, than to maintain the honour of his
moral government and seétoral holinefs,

net



15  F7¢ NATURE @rd NECESQITY Dm. I

not. Thc beautitul order and harmony of the
whole creation ;  the admirable laws piven to
the nanimate as well as the animate werld, and
the invarable exacinets of their Opc sations to
cerretpernd with the «nd o their being, are a
citplav of the adorable w i‘l‘.\ m, P oAver d C O~
nets of thivt Ged who o 'l::::-\:‘ snd goverss
il thim's sccordine t the conrd of his witlie--
Qv ne éi,‘m trom the cvevt and deme-
nion ot E impf-mt' 1 and mantinmg 1 prin-
cipie of fintual 1 i one i vl 12 1 grenter and
more admirakle werk than an voether ot the
works of God @ for tis a }r\.dh g and mp—-
perting of dnine hie acamit the utmoi? efforts
of vitiated nature, and therefore, though the
divire pertedtions fhare forth m other works,
vet they are much mere niutiraed i faving
fouls: fo that when we rcnc} upen this won-
deriul work of Ged, we may \ull break out
ard fay wih the apettle, Rem. xi. 2 \.i. WS
4

bath kuron o mind ef i.’.‘:' Lerd, ard <obe Fach

Docn bis .""/;.ur 2 who hath dire¢ted the
.Spurit of Ged in thele divire effedts of indinite
power and witdem ¢ --- Indeed, the creation of
heaven and earth 5 the prefervation and covern-
ment ot tm va't f\'ﬁcm ot the univerfe, we &l
acsnowledze to be duplavs of the dmm pLi-
fettiens lmt thefe are the work of his frgers,
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Diic. 1. of fpeciai GRACE. 17
againtt kim.  He obferves all the fubtil devices

of indwelling fin ; diipiavs his wifdom in
difappointing  its defigns ; his power in pulling
down its fireng holds, in catting out the ftrong
man armed, and feting up his throne in the
l*e*.rt where Satan’s feat was. Yea, this is not
o:y a wenderful difplay of divine power, but
of divine merc <y t00; for there is nothing
maa, of done /v him, tlmt could pc‘ﬁbxv recom-
mend him o fuch f:n our. The 1cnptures tell
us planly, {what every man muft know that
has the knowlicdee of himfelf) that all are born
in fim ; that thore o5 none rfgl*tccw, 19 1ot one
that o/ are ::,:.'e set of the awav, and are cltege-
ther fiziy : and confider'd as finners, all are
hateful tu an holy God, and juitly deferve his
everiafling dxtoxeuure. And yet God, who 1s
rich in mercy as well as O‘Qrmus in power, works
a prmcxplc of {pinitual lm. in thofe who were
dead m trefpafles and fins. He pafies by fome,
and leaves thiem to perifh in their fins as they
jultly deferve, while, againft heli-defervings, he
looks upon others and faves them alive. O how
much indebied are all true believers to the glo-
rious author of this falvation ! "Tis highly be-
coming the fubjects of thus fpecial mercy, to
maintain a deep and abiding {enfe of their in-
cdneia to Ged, and to rxprei} the fame 1n

praiie, gratitude, and all hoty obedience.

A\ED particularly ; let fuch put on bowels of

mercy, bemroan the ftate of the carelefs, and
D {end



1S d2e NATURE aud NECESSITY Ditc. 1.

fend up flrong cries to God, that he would
make his grace effetual for the converiion of
aseaken'd ficners, You're fenfible, fellow-chrif-
tans, that many among us, are undei the en-
ightening and convincing work of God's Spirit.

¢ manifeft impreffions upon their minds and
fhearts 5 the prefent check to vanity 5 crowded
afizmblies, in {eafon and out of feafon ; the ap-
paient diligerce and affeGion in hearing the
word, and the frequercy of that concerning
quefltion, «chat muft Ido to be fused ?  Thale
and femie other things are tokens for gocd. But,
O !''tis to be fear’d, when they get a little refpite,
the reigning principle of fin in their hearts will
deccive and turn them afide.  Convictions don’t
make their ftate fecure ; nor reformations render
them acceptable to God.  They are ftill under
the guilt of all their fins, and are daily adding
new guilt to old, by refufing the enly remedy
provided for the help of finners. Ard, by and
by, an idle companion, or the allurement of a
new pleafure, may fo enchant, as to turn them
qeith the dog 1o bis wemit, e with the fow that
was wafbed to ber wvallewing in the mire, unlefs
God makes them the fubjects of his fpecial grace.
That affiftance and moral fuafion, which fome
think is all that is neceffary, will never regene-
rate fouls, nor draw them to Chriit. Though
the holy Spirit makes ufe of moral arguments ;
yet the moft refired perfon in the world, under
the beft cxternal advantages, with the 7nward
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D'ib i. (./ ‘/]f;’c‘:'.d:’ Grace. 1

ftrivias of the Spuit added, wiil never em-
brace Chit as hie s oftered in tae x*up'l to
f inners, unld he s drawn o Chait by the a-
i power of  Ipecial grace. ——- Maay, vou

icc, are dittretied, and very i:‘.«:{l‘dh’l\'c ‘.‘.bO\.
their Safety ; bat they ave d.nl and hourlv con-
cetving f1n In their hearts, and co ’x,c“*mv W To-
ject the Lord Jetus (hr'z O how much 15 tne
fpecal grace of Ged needed amiong us at this
day ! While we are & '! cl to L\Pl’C{b our gra-

titude to the God of all grace fur convi&tions,

(R § L
meth;“" cemmon h: vnx:n.\’ and much more
the o pil crples of faving grace, inould excite us
to Lail hv’ nritt, as he is p:u*.;na: bv, to turn

\
é

afide, loox uvpon and reitere the diteated of this
congrezation. O let us begz tnearneit and with
1.nportan iy, that this @ime mav be the time of
his love ' O that the powc; of divine g
may be fo glornoufly difplay ¢ among us

- lcn

hell itielf cannet covnter-work it ! O that th

love of God may be communicared to the hearts
of the maav : wakened, and may abide 1n t!
! lhcy will die 1 their fins, .J]dl

"D

forever !
fent down to dwell with devils and damned
fouls 1 hell, unlefs the Lord Jetus Chrift puss
forth his ommnipotent arm and takes them in---
It theretore we love their fouls we deiite
they thould efcape the wrath to come, and be
happv 1 the tavour of Gad ;5 and if we would
exprefs our feve for them 1 a proper manner,
befides domg other things in a way of means for

theis
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;0 The NATURE and NecEssity Dife. 1.

their converfion, let us be much in pra'y_er to
God for the ctfe@ual working of his grace.
Arnd let the confideration of the divine cfficiency
in our converfion, excite holy fervency in our
prayers te God for them.  We know fomething
of the fweetvefs of pardening mercy, and of
an&ifying and comforting grace :  and fhould
not this animate cur defires, and excite our 1im-
pertunate requefts to God, that he, who com-
:nanded the light to fhine out of darknefs, would
thine into their fouls ; that he would take away
the wicked difpofition of refifting him ; remove
the vail that is upon their hearts and take away
their armor, and give them the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of
Chrit Jefus our Lord.

LeT me add, before I diimifs you, that I de-
fire your prayers for me alfo; that utterance
may be given unio me, that I may open riy nouth
boldly to make kncwn the myflery of the gofpel,
without partiality and without hypocrify.  And
pray that the fpecial grace of God may attend
the miniftry of the word, into every heart, and
caufe it to become {piritual health to their fouls.
For the gofpel of Chrift, tho’ ever fo truly dif-
penfed, will never prove falvation to any but
fuch as have it apply'd to them by the holy Spi-
rit. ' We may preach the dotrines of free grace,
regeneration, faith in Chrift, the love of God
and boly obedience, in the greateft plainnefs ;

we

. -~
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Difc. I. of [pecial GRACE. 21

we may urge the motives thereto with the ful-
left evidence and importunity ; but our labour
will prove in vain, unlefs the gofpel comes 77
power, and in the Holy Gboft, and in much affur-
ance upon the hearts of the people. If therefore
you would hear and receive the meflages of
grace, and if you defire poor finners fhould be
made the fubjets of fpecial grace while they
enjoy a preached gofpel, beg earneftly and daily,
not only that Chrift would enliven his Minifters,
but that he would alfo apply the gofpel to the
fouls of the people ; that he would caft in the
fire of holy love into their hearts, and make
them leave their water-pots and follow him.

Disc.
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This 1s a faithful Javing, end wertly of ali ac-
ceptation, thet Chrifi fofus came 1nto the <world
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WNCK¥KE have, in the firft ditceuric, confider'd
i’i \Vi(, what is to be underftcod by {pecial
WoKsE grace ; and the.? ﬁeﬂcx’cd l’cvcra} pl‘am

arguments as eviience of its necefiity.
And may the fpirit of all grace filence the pre-
judices of men’s hearts againft the important
truth, fubdue their obftinacy, and convince their
confciences, that the doctrines we carneitly con-
tend for, are not matters of empty {peculation,
as cur adverfaries too commonly reprefent them
to be.  We come now

SECCNDLY, to give fome cvidence of the truth
efierted, viz. that God fomcimes makes the

chicf
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chict o finners the fuly o of his ..-\ua! Crace.

fle mav, and, no doubt, citen dows leavs

of a bar chara&ter in the worki to costih In thelr

fins Men mav wear t‘n, vinge «s:‘ carniinity,
externaily moral, of 2 cond cutward beh:

viour and zeabous in many G vm and vet dve
without mercy.  The e vil and '1{.\\' clinT nn
fomctimes atian their ceilrudiive aims !

fmt‘inrr men to det tacir duttes as 2 ballance

‘..n{t their fins, or to piace them in the 1oom
of Chrift.---But though ever jo many that have
made a fair {hew in thc feth foeid mis of fal-
vation, vet we have good cvidence that God
makes fome of the chief of finners the fubiects
of his Ipecml grace, and wiil gloniv jeverd:
mercy in their {alvation.

THE nvitatisns of the goipel make this atfer-
tion very probable. It you rexd the
with due attention, you can't but e that Gel
fometimes reckons up a verv biack o2 ;.Jogvc ct
crimes which peeple have been gunty ol
whom he prefently cffers pardon and ilvation.
In this light I take the words of t}‘° pmohct,

Hai. 1. .,---6, 3, 18. Heai, O !

e,
."1
prat o
o
rey
Paacd
et
-9
)
'Sy

-\l~
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Tre Clief of SINNERS, Difc. 1L
bave forfckon the Lerd, they bave proveacd ibe

F-%¢ Cno of Iivael xzts anger, tocy are J60¢ G
. 4
»

. Y

iebecard.  HEv fould ye be flricten any nicre 2
ye wrid revslt mere arnd more : the whole Fead 1s
fck, ud 2Ee whole becrt famt. Frem the fole of
the fost eves unto the Lead, there is no frumdncfs
12 but wounds. end brusjes, :d putrifying
Sfores o they Lave me? been clofed, neitber bsund up,
peicher molliped wick camtment.  Bring ng wicre
wain sélatier -, fncorfe 15 an alemuration unto me,

2

the mewo-meen; and jotbacks, the calling of affcn-

Ves I canret eoey with, 1t 1s rnrquily, even the
[folewen pieciing. Come now and let us reafon ¢9-
wethor, faith the Lord : though yeur fins be as
Jearfet, tey frall be as white as fis 5 though they
be red Uke crimfen, they flali be as wosl. God
focaks, in thef= verfes, as if the Ifraclizes were
ac fenfelets as the inanimate world 5 as ftupid as
the brute beafts ; as if they were lo incorrigible
and corrupt that there was no human profpect
of their recovery : He tells them that their fa-
crifices and folemn feafts, were infinizely offenfive
to his holy Maisfty, as they were accompanied
with grofs hypocrify and wickednels ; and yet
hie invites them to accept of mercy and parden
upon reafonable terms. Ana fo he calls them
who had exceedingly revoited, to repent and
return to him, Chap. xxx1. 0. Teurn: ye unto him
from <chsm the children of lfrael fvwe deeply re-
wslted.  They hal negle@ted ang forfock him ;
this was their revolt : they did it contiary to his

e
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Difc. 11 the Subjeits of [pecial GRACE. 2 3

C\'prcfs command, with deep ditfunulation and

2 public p"ofcﬁlon of C‘c.‘.»ing to God ; tihis

vas the : axgravation of thew fin ; and vet God
invies them to repentaice and a fincere return
unto him.  And again, If you coifider the Ido-
lat"y of fudabh, which appears to be worfe than
that of Jjrael, onc would expett nothing but
deitruction, and yet God ftood ready to be re-

corciled, Fer. ul. 1-—5. They foy, If @ man put

"

away s wfo, and fle gz froan bin, and hwim’
ansther ricor's, ﬂwll be reiwrn unto ker cgain ?

JRa’l nst that land be greatly polluted 2 but thou
bajt tlayed the bariot wwith iany lovers 5 yot re-

tuari again to me, [aith the Lord. Lfft up thine
eyes unte e bigh plam, and fec where tbcu hayt
not besn lten awith : in the ways balt thou fat for
ther:, as the Arabian in the wildern els, and thou
baft p':lzm d the luid seith thy whoredoms, and with
thy wwickeanels.  Therefore Fhe Joowers bave been
awithb-lden, and there bath bec,'z no latter rain,

and thou badit a whore's forehead, thou re'ﬁzﬁ’d 1 to
be aftamed. Wit ‘/‘ru not from this timw cry
unto me, my fatoor, thou art the guide of my

yeuth 2 Though Judab had gone a whormcr

after other lm ers, and provok'd t ;¢ Lord to re-
. j¢& them forever, vet heappear'd carneft for a
reconciliation, and therefore invited them to
return.

Acaly, if we confider our SAvYIOUR'S ¢0i-
ducl when ke <xas perfonally upon carth, it will
afford Yome light in this point.  No {ooner had

I he
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he fet cut on s public mittry, but he addreis’s
himiclt to the tribe of Ai.u:.x: 2 PC(‘?.( that
wa'ked in darknets and dwelt i the lind of
the Suidow of death. He beran has pany hy
among ='-?nc:‘.1:‘.i apd viclous n.nc:‘n‘.c::, who
were t.‘.::‘. and ure Row, cficenmd gonciniy o3
chandon’d & zav men i the wordd, T a
COMMOR O ‘pii‘-s"zt’ m that peopie on the fei-coails

¢ miere Jebaucs 3 m thur norals and ecnerly

more Imneint of tie ¢ prii ipies of t e religion
tumn nwn i oeIngy p.u\c: ui - our piotled
Sevimnr went ﬁrﬁ all o fuch, and treated
with them abcut the ﬂ.!:‘.f“ of thm -:.i;:t g
PEACe, Al wo13---10. h made the offers of

ale ard iaivation to that rude and careless ~cople,

And while he necleted thofe that p.. ¢d their

rehig on in riees and for ms, and t..ou ht theme-
clves better then their ncighbour:, "his man-

a-h
]
.‘

-

werwas to exll tiele to repes atance thi Fad no
pretence 1O n;cri:; Mok no17.---Nay, he
chete fome of his .::‘.‘c.m".:uu ﬁem the fiith of

Q. ’:x‘r.g<

his brother, buficd in therr cmpio;. 1, l‘c cah'd
them to aticad him, and to beceme fifhiers of
men. -——- At another time ke went cut of his
wav to convert a common prolu*utc. The in-
ftarice 1s that of the Samariten weman, Joh.
4'" cha ip- The fpecial reafon of his gcu:tr thrcugh
Samaria, was, 1 fuppcfe, to mcet with this
woman, and fome cther .Samar:’fw:s whom he
' | ’ brought
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brouzht over to the chriftian futh. The woman
hvd in whoredomy when Chinitt came to her at
Fecze's well © when he found her there, he
atked her te give him fome water, but, not know-
ing who it was that fpake, the refus'dit. Upon
tlnx occafion cur biefled faviour thows his pity
to this 1znerwt and ftapid finner, that was in-
jenfitic of the real necetlity the itoed mn of liv-
iz water : he wrought conviction upon her
conicience, and at length manifefted himfeif to
her foul, unti! fhe was enamour’d with his dif-
courfe, and corvinc'd that he was the Chrift,
thie ton of Lae living God.

Besipes, We h.we many examples of ipecial
orace bettow'd on the chief of finners. We
may confider the firft.4am as one. With him,
as the reprefentative and federal head of ali man-
kind, God covenanted, that if he perfe&]y cbe; d
the law, and did not eat of the fruit of the tree
in the mdit of the garden, they fhould never
die, but be torever happy in a perfuctagreement
with God ; but i cafe of his difobedience,
they thould be fubielt tc temporal, {pirttual,
and eternal death. And notwithftanding the
peculiar obligations laid upon him to obey, he
violated the covenant, fel! from God and become
the ring-ieader of all the evils that have failen
upon his potterity. Nev ert}‘“lefs, God, having
fix'd his love upon him, in due time made him

the happy fubiect of his fpecial Grace, and drew
him to himfelf with his everlating loving-kind-

p“l»
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ne(s. You may fee the firft promife in the bitle
is applied to Eve, and to Adam too, Gen. 1. 1 5.--
Ard I will put ety between thee and the
aweman, and belween thy feed and ber foed ot
[rail bruife thy Fead, and thou fralt Erife Eis beel.
And {o it may te ufeful to obferve, that although
Mon:ih fedec'd the people, thed much inno-
cent blood, built altars to idols, fet up 1dolatry
in the houie of God, and worfhiped the hoft of
heaven in the temple ; though he made a cove-
nant with death and dealt with familiar ipirits ;
though he continu'd obftinate in his fins leng
after he had becn {olemnly warned againft
them ; vet God made him a fubje& oi his fpe-
cial grace, 2 Chron. 33" chap.---The like may
be obferv’d of Mary-Magdalene, out of whom
Chrift caft feven devils---But why fhiculd I men-
tion any more ? The time would fail me to tell
of one in Hered's houfe, ancther in ALafs, and
feveral of Nero's family, befides many of the
idolatrous Epbcfians and debauch’d Cerintbians,
that have been hew'd for Chnit's building, and
became polifh’'d ftones in it.-—And thus God
has clear'd oft thickets, and cut down thorny-
hedges, to make the fubjects of almighty ven-
geance the fubjelts of fpecial mercy.

By T, omitting many examples from the holy
fcriptures, it may be of ufe to give one from

profare hiftory. We find a credible account

deliver'd,
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deliver'd, of St. fsbz ; by a worthy wnter. §
This 2poftle, afier he had return’d from his
banithment, in a very advanc'd age, came to
pr: ofus, partlv to ordain bithops, and partly to
et thingsin order ; fix'd his eye upon a young
inan, beauurul in countenance and fervent in
fpirit ; and then fad to the chief bithop of that
part ot the church, *“ I commend this young
man to thee, in the prefence of Jefus Chnit and
his church, to educate for me 2nd God's people.”
the bithop received the charge and promis'd
fidelity; brought the young man home, in-
ftruted and bapt zd him. And ina hittle time,
through his care and dilizence, he found him
{o 'rood a proficient in chriftian dotrine and
Lmduft that he committed a2 congregaticn to
his charge.  But the young man having more
hiberty, his former vicious companions engag'd
his heart and drew him to fumptuous and_ rio-
tous banquets :  and then enticd him to theft
and robbery, and afterwards to murder; from
whence, by little and little, he was carried to the
greatett OLt!‘JGC.-—BCln"' paﬁ hopc, and reje&t-
iny the doCtrme of falvatmn, he car'd not what
xengths he run; and thercfore foon became
the ring-leader of all villainy.—- In the mean
time St. ¥sbn was call'd again into thofe parts,
and meeung with the foremention'd bifthop, he

t M- Foshiftory of the prriecation; the delivery of this
peice of hiftory dif>-d in fome circumftances from what is
aere printed, though in no material peint,

requir'd
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rcquird of him the pledge which, in the pre-
icnce of Chrift and the congregation, he had
committed to him.---Amaz'd at the demand, he §
knew not what to anfwer, ’'tll St. Jobn ex~
plain’d his meaning. But as foon as he under-
ftood the matter, with a loud and lhmentable
voice, he cried ont the young man is dead. The
oﬁ'c enquird by what death he died : the
\nhop replied he is dead to God ; he is beceme
a thief and a robber, and is now fled to the
mour.tains with a company of villains.---Upon
which St. Febn rent his garments, and, with
orcat lamentation, hafted trom the church in
purfuit of him. When he came to the place
he was taken by robbers; but, making no op-
pofition, faid he came on pu"pofe to be deliver'd
to their captain.---The captam met him all in
his armour ; but prefently {eeing who he was,
by his countenance, was ftruck with confufion, §
and attempted to run away. But the apoftle, |

forgett: ng hzs age and weaknefs, run and cried,

“ my {on, why / doft thou fly from thy father :
“ a7 armed rnan from one naked; a young man
from an oid man? Have pity on me, my
“ fon, and fear not, for there is hope of falw
“ tien. I will anfwer tor thee unto Chrift :
«« T wiil dic for thee, if need be; as Chrift hath
“ dicd for us, I will give my life for thee : be-
< lieve me, Chriit hath fent me.”--- Aftonith'd
t thele words, the young man ftood ftill ;  his
courage ahated--- his weapons dropt--- his joints
trembled

€€
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trembled---he flew to the old apoftle and em-
brac’d him, and was baniiz'd afreth with his.
own tears, while he kept his right hand cover'd.
The apof’cle after he had promifed him remif-
fion of iins through Chrift, fell down upon his
knees and pm) d, and Lnisd his murdering right
hand, which he durft not thow for thame be-
fore. Then he brought him to the congrega-
tiom pray'd for him with continual prayer and-
daily f&ﬁ‘ﬂ"o, comferted his heart with many
{entences, reﬁor d hiin to the congregation, made.
him a great example of regeneration and a token
of the vifible refurreGion.

O-trHE 1ich mercy of God, and his great
love wherewith he loves ﬁnnera ! How often
does he fix the time to recover them, when
they «re going on full career in fin ! O the fur-
prizing love! that he fhouid ever anticipate the-
mtentions of their hearts, and meet them con-
tr.ny to ail their hopes and expe&atxons ! Sure-
ly, 'tis not o him that willeth, ner of him that
ranneth, but of God that theweth mercy. And
this leads me

THIRDLY, to confider of fome reafons why
God is pleasd to make fome of the chief of
finners the {ubjects of fp=cial grace. There is
an infinite fitnefs in the thing’s being done, or
he would never do it. Mean and pernicious
defigns are baffled, and glorious defigns are
broucrht about hereby, or God would not do it.
But wlmt are the reafons ? ANsW,
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ANswER 1. One reafon may be 722t no  flef
freuld glory 1n bis prefcnce.  Men are as prone to
fer up themfelves, and to declam upon their
own abilities, as the fparks are to fly upwards.
Though we profefs good prmcnplcs, and fay that
no man in a natural ftate is pleas’d with Jefus
Chrift and the gofpel way of falvation by him ;
and that no man <an overcome his nataral aver-
fion to God and hoiinefs, yet we are exceeding
prone to fzcrifice to cur net, and burn incenfe io
our vwn dreg.  Andall the uncenverted graéfi-
«cally fay, that if they reform their lives and {eek
after falvation, God is cbliged to beftow it upon
them.

Now, God may chufe and call the chief of
finners, while many of the demurer are left to
perith in their fins, to humble the pride, and
confound the wifdom of the world. This tends
to reproach the corrupt principles of haughty
m:n, and to cut off boafting in their duties ; to
convince tie world that po]luted guilty creatures
have no hand in a work of faving grace upon
their fouls. It teaches us that God may with-
hold and deny the fecret converting energy of
his word to forinal profctiors, whi lc he makes
it mighty and faving in 1ts influences upon fome
outrageous finners. And what more tends to
humbie the prids of thofe that dare zmgudentiy
charge God with 7nfulting his creatures, than to
fee that the confcientious, {elf- ughteous {oul car
no more get his heart chang'd than a viper can

ceafc
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ecafe to be poifon, while he obferves arcther
who has been a notorious finner, effeGtually
drawn to Chrift ? Though men acknowledge
their dependance upon Ged, and that he has a
right to do what he will with his own, yet they
retain felf-fufficient principles n thdir hearts,
until they are bowed at the foot of- God. ™Tis
the nataral turn of haughty, gulty, unrenewed
man, to conteft with God ; and by ufe, he be-
comes more rooted and fix'd in his damning
principles. Therefore God may, to convince the
proud and felf-rightecus, leave many formal
profeflors to die without mercy, while he calls

“and faves fome of the chief of firners, whom

he has fufter'd to run great lengths in wicked-
nefs.

2. ANoTHER reafon may be fo illujtrate toe
glory of the divine attributes in the f2ivation of
finners.  The converfion of finners 1s the moft
wonderful work of God, and difcovers more of
his glory than any other of his works. But
men are very apt to look vpon it as a fmall
matter, unlefs they are made fenfible of it by

the effectual working of dwine grace. Though
- mercy and truth, righteoufnefs and peace har-

monize in the divine plan of falvation, yet they
do not fuitably acknowledge the glory of God

~ {hining therein. And therefore, God may, to

convince men of his glory, fave fome of the

~ chicf of finners, while mary of the harmlefs are

rejected. For -
E THis
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Turs is a wonderful difplay of bis power. ‘
Indeed, the vaft frame of nature, and its pre-
fervation in that order and beauty in which it |
appears, are difplays of the power of God. The
many ftrange cccurrences that have lately hap- }
pend in Europe, Africa, and America, in fre-
quent and terrible earthquakes, tend to poflefs
the human mind with a deep fenfe of the divine
Majefty and power. We may now fay as-- 706
ix. 3-—06, 10. If be swtli eontend wwith bim, be
cannot anfwer bim one of @ thoufand. Hr is wife
in beart, and mighty in firengtl : who bath bard-
ned himfelf againfi tim, and bath profpered 2
WEich removeth the mountains, and they know not :
which overfurneth them in bis anger. Which
fraketD the earth out of ber place, and the pillars
therecf tremble.  Which doth great thirgs paft
finding cut, yea, and wonders witbcut number. §
And with holy David, : Coron. xvi. 24, 25, 28. 3
Declere bis glory among the beatben : Eis mar-
velicus works ameng all naticns.  Fer great is the
Lerd, and greatly to be praifed : be alfo 1s to be
Seared above all gods. Give unto tke Lord, ye,
kindreds of the people, give unto the Lord glo;]i
and firengtd. But the converfion of a finner, |
efpecially the chief of finners, is a more glori-
ous difplay of divine power, than turning and§
ordering all the vaft wheels of nature and p:o—E
viderice, whither in an ordimiry or an extraar-§
dinary manner. Hence ’tis cail'd a work of bss
Sirorg arm 5 a work of the mighty power of i
GG»J»j |

]
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God, and the exceeding greatnefs of his power.
The inanimate world makes no voluntary re-
fiftance to the divine management ; but in rege-
nerating fouls, the power and policy of indwel-
linz fin, and all the powers of hell nfe up and
withitand it. And if itis a greater difplay of
God's power to regenerate and conveit any one
iinner, than 'tis to create and govern the natural
world, 'tis {hil a further and higher difplay of
God's power to convert the chief of finners.
*Tisa greater difplay of power to conquer 3
great and ftrong army of enemies, than a lefs
and weaker army. 'Tis a greater dilcovery of
divine power to conquer the ftout-hearted, that
are far from rignteoufnefs, than to rcgenerate

‘an infant, or even fome adult s. In con-

verting the chief of finners, there are great ene-
mies to all evangelical goodnefs, turn'd to be the
friends of God and holinefs ; the refolute vaffals
of fatan, become the dutiful fubjects of the Lord
Jefus Chnit. "Tis a greater difplay of God's
wer to rafe up fouls unto fpiritual life that
ave lain dead and in the graves of their fins
twenty, thirty, or folly years, than to raife them:
that are but new dead. The deeper and ftronger
fin has taken root in the heart, the more power
15 difplay'd in rooting of it ont. 'Tis a miracle
of divine power to turn a furious lion into
meek and gentle lamb ; or a figrce leopard that
flies upon the prey, inte an humble and loving
Chriftian.,

AGAIN,
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Acaiy, T a wonderful difpiay of b pa-
ttence and ferécarance of Ged. When we ob-

{erve the moit audacious and profane, and hear

thc dreadtul imprecations that {fome with to
cmfelves and to their neighbours ; when we
ive t‘:c.n frercking cut thor bands againfi Gea),
ond frengtbening themfeloes ageind the Aimighty;
)mium: defiance to his -utho"xtv and power, and
Iy chulwomg him to do his worlt,
are ready to lock, with trembling *x“e(?(atxon,
that his fovi wil {von be avenged of ail fuch
cnemics.  And indeed, many {uch are {fuddenly
deftroy’d, and that without remedy.--- But feme
are favingly cenverted : and O now long did
God bear with, them 1n therr mott p“c»mkmg
fins, that th mmLt have a {pace to repent,
when he was angry enough, and had power
cnough, to revenge “all their infult ting prox ocatl-
ons! If an) preient are pluch d ac brands frem the
burning, they now admire that Ged did not
make his iword drunk with their bicod. Well
may they with holy wonder fay, “the Lord is
merciful and gracious, flow fo anger, and plen-
“ teous in mercy. He hagh not dealt with us
“ after our fins : nor rewarded us according to
““ gur mniquities.  For as the heavens are hu:n
“ above the carth @ o great 1s his pat.mce n
* not exccuting his kot ¢ xipleﬂf ure upon us.”---
Ced, by ivﬁeugg the chitef of finners to arrive
to the ncngnt of w.c.kcdnds, and then reccvering
and making them the fubreds of his fpecial grace,
Gifeovers

——
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difcovers wonderful patience. It agress with
his condué to Ifra:l of old, after they had abu-
fed his mercy by difobedience and ingratitude,

Hof-xi.7--9. And my people are bent to fuz:kllm' Ry
fromme: t tlw) called them to the moft H:gb,:ome
at all wouid exait bim. How fhall Igie i thee :p, E-

pbrmm how fhail 1deliver thee Ifracl 2 bow ila'l T

makethee as Admab? bow fhall I fet thec as Z:hoim?
siine beart 1s turned <within me, my repentings ere
kindied tsgetber. &c-—-If God was not a Being of
infinite patience as well as power, he cou d not
bear with obftinate offenders as he does. No man,
nor angel cou'd bear the indignities of one day,
whichGod bears from many itubborn finners for
years together. There is not une fin before con-
veriion but what proclaims the lono-fuffering of
God ; and the greater and more 2ggravated men's
fins are, fo much the clearer and fuller are the
evidences of his forbearance. Forthis end God
bore with Pau/ in his greateit rage againtt the
church, that he might Thew forth his patience,
and then bring lnm over to embrace the fame
rehorxon he had perfecuted, 1 Tzm. 1. 16. Hez

e

beit, far this caufe 1 obtained mercy, that 11 me

firt fc fus Chrift might fheo forth all bug-fuffer-

ing, for a pattern to them which fhoald /*erm‘?er
believe on bhim to life e verlafting.  When God
converts a great finner, and one that has lived
long in perverleneis he difcovers his infinite pa-
uence and onc main end of his fo doing is to
proclaim the immeafurable lengths of it.

AGALN,
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Acamn, Tis a wonderful difplav of ¢4¢ ‘mf
derm of Ged. The converfion of one foul is
curicus piece of divine fkill, and a clear chiuovery
of the wildom of the artificer. God has lad
the defign cf the gofpel in fuch a manner, as to
provide “for his own glory, and to make fuch
conte mpnble, tithy creatures as fallen men, fit
for the cnjoyment of him. And in the Lan-
guage of the prophet in another cafe, fo we may
fay refpecting the converfion of a finner ; wos
batb direéicd ihe Spirit cf the Lord, or, being bus
courf Lcr, bath taught bim 2 Wi, tb when? took b:
counft ¥ And wko infiructed bim in the path of
qudsmert, end taught bim knowledge, and flewed
bim tke way of underfianding 2 And it increafes
the wender, when thofe that have fed them-
{eives in the fiithy flies of their fenfual lufts ;
have wallowed in the mud of filthinc: and the
abominable pollutions of fin ; have contrived
mifchief againft the Lord’s people, and wafted
and {poiled his vineyard ; I fay, itincreafes the
wender, when {uch as thofe are cleanfed from
their flthizefs and endow'd with an holy and
heavenly temper. The more vile finners have }
been, the more divine wifdom fhines in their §
recovery. ‘The more defperate the difeafe, the
brighter the ikill of the phifician in workmg a
cure. When Jefus Chrift fteps in and works 2
cure in {ome defperate cafe, upon fome remark- F
able finner, it tends to fpread abroad the fame l
of his fkill in the moft obftinate cafes. Such

an



Difc. II. SINNERS converfed 29

an inftance makes us break out in the pious lan-
guage of {cnipture, ““Thine, O Lord, is the great-
“ nefs, and the glory, and the viGory, and the
“ majefty : thine is the kingdem, and thou art
“ exalted as head above all.” Or, with the four
and twenty elders, when they fall down before
the Lamb, faying with a loud voice, *“ Worthy
“ is the Lamb to receive riches, and wifdom,
“ and honor, and glory, and blefling, in the
‘ higheft degree that creatures can give them.”
O the wifdom of God, in picking up fuch over-
grown finners, that can find no room for boaft-
ing ! He might have converted them much
fooner, or reftrained them from the prodigicus
lengths which they have run in wickednefs ;
but he fuffer'd them to take their full fwing, and
when all confiderate perions look’d for God to
come and ftrike the fatal blow, they met with
an happy difappointment, and fatan was utterly
defeated. The chief of finners become eminent
faints, and great enemies to the crofs of Chrift
become his zealous friends : and having received
the grace of God, out of the abundance that is
in ticir hearts, they teftify that Jefus is the
Chrift, while all that know and hear them are
amazed.

Acain, 'Tis a wonderful difplay of divine
mercy. 'Tis an infinite mercy in God o give
any fuccour to thofe that have brought them-
felves into mifery, and to grant pardon to any

that have offended.  And hepce Geod Ras gi::.n
is
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this defeription of himfelf ; ¢ the Lord, the

“ Lord God merciful and gracious ; abundant
“ in goodnefs and truth, keeping mercy for
« thoufands, forgiving iniquity, tranfgreflion and
“ fin.” And the converfion of great finrers
is fuch a difplay of the attribute of mercy as
makes heaven ring with praifes, ard hell with

rage and fury It fets faints and angels a won-
biafphemers, that fat their mouth againft the
world their god, feiz’d in the midit of their

”

dering to fee the fenfual. profare v»rctghes and
heavens ; to {fee the covetous that n*adc the
wickednefs and idolatry, and led to partake ct
the great falvation. Hereby it is made manifeft
that there 1s more mercy in God's heart, than
there is vilenefs in men’s fins.  When they have
{pent all their living in riots or other hateful lufts,
there arc ftores of mercy equal to all their wants.
. By how much the greater their fins have been,

by 1o much the greater the fuperabundant mercy
of God in their falvation appears. The grace
of God rifes higher than fins, and bears all
down before it. Paul had rcproach'd the narru,
vilified the charadter, and blafphemed the werfon
of our Lord Jefus Chnift ; he had pPrfecutcd
the difciples, and breath’d out threatnings and
.{laughter againft them. Well' might he, and
well may other great finners that are renew'd
and faved, join with him ard fay, the grace of
our Lord was exceeding abundant, with faith

.and lm)e which is in Chrif? Jefus : For in juftia |
L PR fymg,
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fying, and fancifying fuch urholy creatutes, the
grace of God abounds beyond all meafure or
poffibility of expreflion. He thereby fpreads
abroad the exceeding riches of his mercy and
grace, and fhows us that the ftores of his mer

are inexhauftible, and that he can fave what
finners he pleafes. Though men’s fins are more
in number than can be reckon'd up, and heavier
than the fand upon the fea-thore, yet his mercy
{urpafles them all.  As he fays of his mercy in
returning the captivity of his people, fo and
much more may be faild of his mercy in the
converfion of fuch finners. fer. xxxiii. 8, g.
And I <cill cleanfe them from all their iniquity,
wherchy they bave finned againft me, and I will
pardon all their iniquities whereby they kave fin-
ned, and whereby they bave tranfgrefled againft

me. And it fhall be to me a name of joy, a praife

. and an bonor before all the nations of the eartbh,

which fhall bear all the good that 1do unto them :
and they fhallfear and tremble for all the goodnefs,
and for all the profperity that I procure usto .
God works fuch a wonder in their converfion,
and gives fuch an evidence of the riches of his
mercy, that others can’t but behold and admire
It.-—-Yea, the independerzy of divine mercy is
clearly diiplay’d herein. When God comes and
faves the chief of finners, while fome others
are let alone to die in their fins, it is a ftrong
evidence that there is no motive out of himielf
to beftow this falvation. ’Tis enough to con-

G vince
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vince the whole world, that God is no more
obliz’d to the negatively blamelefs, nor to them
that are of a civil behaviour, than he is to them
that fin with a high hand. Such converfions
are an excellent comment upon what St. Pau/
Jays, Rom. ix. 15, 16. Fer ke faith to Mefes, T
will kave mercy on whkom I <will bave mercy, and
I will kave compafficn on wiem 1 will bave com-
paffisn.  So then 1t is not of kim that awilleth, nor
of bim that runneth, but of God that freweth
mercy. If he thews me:cy to fome of the chief
of finners, and leaves others to perifh, he can't
be accufed of injuftice : Nothing moves him te
convert any, but his own gracious inclination ;
snd who thofe fhould te, depends upon his ar-
bitrary pleafure : ’tis nct from the forefight of
the good irclinations or actions of any, that fme
are taken while others are left. When God
was prefsd down with the fins of Jfrael, and
every one might expect their deftruction, he
fent them a pardon. Jfa:. xliii. 22---2¢5. But
thou kafl nct called upon me, O Facch, but thou
baft been weary of me, O Ifrael.  Thou baft nof
brought me the fmall cattle of thy éarnt-qﬂéring:,
neither baft theu boncured me wirh thy facrifices.
I Lavve not caufed thee to ferce with an offoring,
nor wearted thee with incenfe.  Thou baf! bought
me no fweet cane with money, neither haft thou
Jillea me qwith the fat of thy facrifices : but thou
kafi made me to ferve with thy fins, thou haft wwea-
ried me otth thine iniguities, I, everd Tam e

that ¥
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that blotteth sut thy tran[greffions for mine cwn
[fake, and will not remember thy fins. The fame
mercy which they have abufed and dciprcd, 1S
glorified in their falvation. Ezck. xxxvi. 21, 2.

But 1bad pity for mine bsly name, which the bsufe
of Yrael bad profancd among the beaben whi:ber
they went. Tben <will 1 jprmk/e clean <water upsn
yoti, and ye frall be clean : fr i 6l vour fiitbinfs,

and from all ysur 1dsls <will I cleanfe you.

7. ANCTHER reaion may be fo 1luflrate the
fufficiency and excellency of Chrift's facrifice.  The
{acrifice of Chrift is of fufficient value to purchafe
all the grace of the new covenant and bring fouls
to glory. The dignity of his perfon rendered
his fufferings more than an equivalent, to fecure
the dlg'uty of the fupreme governor, to cxp'.xte
the fins of men, and procure the great falvation
offer'd in the gefpel.. He gave his life a ranfom,
and paid a moft fatisfactory price, to rcdx.cm
finners from the curfe of the law, and make
them happy in the divine favour forever. ¥
When man was without ftrength, utterly ruin'd
and helplefs ; when none eye pitied, then the
arm of the Lord brought faivation, and Jefu:
Chrift kindly interpofed. j| --- Now, when the
chief of finners are convcr*ed God gives us a
clear manifeftation of this truth, that there i

® Rom. iii. 24—26. Chap. iv. 25. Gal. iii. 13. 10O
vi. 20, JRem v. 6.  Feb xxxiv. 24.

cnough
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enough in Chrift to anfwer ail the revealed ends
of his death. Men under convithion, when
they are fenfible of their crimfon fins, are ready
to mf pet, that the payment Chrift made was not
fufficient for fuch great finners as they {ze them-
felves to be : but when thcx confider that Adam,
Marefjct, Mary- Magdafor:+ and others were con-
verted ; whcn they fec fome outragious and
boilterous finners are converted, 1t is a glerious
evidence that there is enough in the facrifice and
atopement of Chrift for all. Notwithitanding
tae reigning and raging lufts of fome mien, drive
them to a prodigious pitch of wxckcdncfs and
render tham moft abeminable in the hght of
God, yet he fets an invifible guard upon them,
refcr\es their natural lives in the midft of dan-
sers, prevents their finning the fin unto death,
and, in his own time, fubdues them to hlmfcif
and reftores his moral image in their iouis. Now
all this is founded upon the facrifice and atone-
rient of Chrift :  thefe blcﬂings are the pur-
chafe of his blood ; the fruit of his meritori-
ous death and nghtcoufncfs. And his continu-
ing, now and then, to convert the chief of fin-
ners, fhows us that the treafure of his merit is
inexhauftibie, and brings to mind what St. Paul
{ays, Heb. vii. 25. Wherefere be 1s able aifo to
[ave them to the uftermojl, that csme unto God by
kim, feesng be ever liveth to make interceffion for
them. 'We may fee that the virtue of his blood
is not fpent, though fo much has been drawn

eut
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out for the healing of the nations. The fruits
of hisfacrifice are asvaluable in the fight of God:
and as prevalent as ever.

Froxi thefe things, methirks, awakened fin-
ners, under difcouraging temptations, flou'd be
greatly encsuraged to prefs after canverting grace.
The glory of the divine attributes, and the ii-
luftration of the fufficiency of Chnift's facrifice,
are great ercouragements to the chief of finners,
that they may be effeCtually called, as well as
others. Who can tell but the grace of Geod
might feize upon and conquer you, though you
were a thoufand times more ftubborn than you
be ; and the purifying virtue of Chrift’s blood
be applied for your cleanfing, though you were
inexpreflibly more defiled ¢ All your {toutnefs
i1s infinitely below the conquering power and
grace of God ; and all your defilement may be
done away by the incomparable virtue of Chrift’s
blood. Never a finner went to hell that could
truly fay, there was not grace enough in God's
heart to fubdue him, or merit enough in Chrift’s
blood to fave him. Heaven itdelf, as glorious:
as it 1s, 1s 2 manfion full of millions that have
Ocen great finners ; and it was the infinite love
of God, and the redeeming grace of Chrift that
fllowed after, overtook and {fubdu'd them. O
rutin while there is yet room ; and who knows
f:ut you may join with that blefled number, and
fing as it is written, Rew. 1. 5, 6.--- And from

Fefu
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efus Chrijt, wko 1s the fasthful witaefs, and the
%—brgotf{'n sf the dm&'{ an{ the Pr;{;ce of the
Rings jf the earth : Unto Him tkat leved us, and
wafled us fromour fins in ks cwn blood.  And
bath made us kings and pricfls into God and bis
Fatber ; to bim be glery and dominion for ever
and ever. Amen,

Disct
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This is a faithful faying, and worthy of ali ac-
ceptation, that Chrift fefus came into the world
to fave finners ; of whom I am chief.

e A VIN G confider'd the nature and

b Hge neceflity of fpecial grace, in the fir/?

¢k difcourfe, and the evidences and rea-
fons of the dotrine in the fecond ;

the way is open to a more particular AppLiCA-

TIoN than any we have yet made. And this I

defign for your prefent entertainment.

Therefore,

Usk 1. Let no man, from hence, wventure to
add to, or continue tn bis fins. ’Tis 2 common
objection againft our doclrine, that it tends to
make men prefume and fin on with a hizh hand:

. {or
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for if the chief of finners are fometimes faved,
wiile fome that make a goodly appearance and
are of a fober life perifh, then (fay they, ) we
ftand as fair for heaven in our profane way of
hviag as any : Therefore 'tis to no purpofe to
reform and take pains for falvation. And {o,
according to their own hearts, they will continye
in fin that grace may abound.
Bur ﬁﬂg a little, prefuming finner, though
our do&rine 1s a great encouragement to thote
who think their fins are too oreat to be tarbx ven,
and their crimfon ftains too deep to be cleanfed,
as poor awakned finners are apt to imagine, vet
it gives no encouragement to live in fin. For
though the chief of finners are {fometumes made
the fubje&s of God’s grace, yet he {aves none 7n
their fins, nor will he by any means clear the
guilty, or always keep filence. The defign of
Chritt in becommg a facrifice for men, was their
fantincation. 7:t. 1. 14. Who gave lvsz If for
us, téat be might redeem us from all iniguity, and
purify unto /umfef a pec:tliar {Jcablc , zealous of
gcsd 2oorks. But the way of fin inclines to death;
and its footfteps to the dead : And God threatens
the prefumer, that continues in his wickednefs,
that ¢ durt fhall firike through bis liver, and he
fhall be fent to everlafting Burnings.  What
grounds, then, for preiumptxon, 15 there In our
dOLtll‘lC ? When it is certain, not only from
the naturc of the truths aflerted, but from the
word of truth, that no perfon continuing in fin

fhail
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fhall be faved ? they who are faved, are quali-

ficd, by the implantation of a new nzture, for
the promifed falvation ; and they fhall be
faved : but they who co:tinue in a ftate of fin,
wiil never find our do&rine 2ny excufe to them.
they'l never obtain falvation by virtue of Chrift’s
merits, -that don’t obtain it upon gofpel pro-
pofal\

"Tis a reilection upon the pcr c€tions of the
divine nzture, to expe falvation in a courfe of
finning.  The moral perfeCtions of God har-
monioutly conipire together in the falvation of
{inners: however diftin¢t we ought w be in our
conceptions of them, yet ‘they are not divided
in themfclves, nor do they diffent from onc
another in our redemption by Jefus Chrift.
When he-munifefts the riches of his glory on
the vefiels of mercy, which he has preparea’
unto glory, it muft be agreeable -to juftice and
holmel% The holinefs and Juﬁxce of God fhinc
forth in the gofpel,as well as in the law, Ffal.
Ixxxv. 10. How vain 1s it therefore for you to
hope for falvation, unlefs the image of God's
holines is renewed in your minds, your lufls
and paffiens mortified, and your fouls rais’d up
to {piritual objets ? for what concord can there
be, between impure, unholy fouls, and an in-
ﬁmtel holy God; er how coald you be em-
ployd in the hclv exercifes of the heavenly
world, without an holy nature ? God indeed,
will glonf_ the attribute of his mercy in the 1al-

H vation
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vation of fome great finners; but he will glorify
the attribute of his juftice m yvour cternal dam-
nation, unlefs you have an holy nature fuited to
the ftate and bufinefs of heaven. Therefore
for you to expect happirefs ina way that re-
Fe@s upon the perfections of God is great mad-
nefs. Ncne are more likelv to have the full
vials of incenfed juftice pour'd out upon them,
than {uch as encourage themfelves and others
in the vileft lufts, from the dotrine of the free
grace of God, and benent~ of Chriit revealed in
the aofvel. Thouwb hriit came into theworld
to fave the chief of ﬁ-mevs, yet God never de-
fign’d to give the leaft countenance to fin, but in
this way to condemn it and to difcover the infi-
nite odioufnefs of it to his holy nature.

Svrrry, if thefe things are fo, it argues the
cxeceding bajeiefs of vour Scart, to continue in
fin becaufe the chief of ﬁnners are made the
fubjects of fpecial grace.  Such aftonithing
crace deferves great refpest and eftcem :  but it
is the higheft contempt and abut: to continue
seie&uw mercy, becaufe God proclaims him-
{elf the Lovd the Lord God merciful and gra-
cious, W by then, fhould any of vou endangm |
the e verlal ing ruin of your immortal fouls? If
you fiy to Chrift now under a due ferfe of your
being finners by nature and practice, and under
a fenfe of the excellency of his perfon and value
of ks 17\criﬁcc, this would wul become you..

Cut it s modt abiurd to continue in fin becaufe
Jefus




Difc. III.  the fr? DGCTRINE.  s1

Jefus Chrift is able to fave, or becaufe the power,
mercy and wifdom of God may be difplay'd in
your falvation, no doubt thoufands are now
roaring in hell for prefuming upon the mercy
of God in a way oppofite to his juftice ; and if
you fhould go on doing evil that good may
come, your damnation will ke juit.

Use II. Let the confideration of Chrift’s fav-
ing the chief of finners, encourage the awaken'd
among us to look unto bim for needed [alvation.
The Lord fends out his ambafladors on = treaty of
peace ; he ofters peace by them, not becaufe he
ftands in need -of your friendihip, but merely
from his great love and grace in Chrift Jefus.
We come with the moft aftonithing news from
Leaven ; and in the name of Chiift, cur blefled
mafter, we offer you falvation upon the moft
honorable and caiy terms. God might requirc
perfect obedience to the whole iaw, and demand
fatisfaction of us for all the wrongs and injuries
we have done his Juftice ; but asa minifter of
Chritt I offer you peace and pardon, upon your
looking to Chrift, and pleading the atonement
of hisblocd. He has fent me this day, with a
deep coneern for your eternal welfare upon my
{pirit, to let you know what good will the God
of heaven and earth bears to finners, and how
defirous he is to make them happy.---Though
fome of you have grey hairs upon you, and ac-
cording to the courfe of nature, are upon the

verge
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verge of the grave; yctif veu wiil look wiro
Chrift you ﬁlall be fa\ ed.—--Or if veu are (i the
bloem  or vigor of life, and have Feen w: leq
in the wav of your own hcart, and in the iizht
of vourcw '1 eyes, vet if veu will now loek unto
Chrift you i 221! be faved fram jin and m fery.
Now, for mottve to amc}“n your pace, con-
'1der that Feflies Chrif? is o5 s o deiroy vou in
il ‘13 10 beftow falvation v pon Vel He is not
11) he faviour, but the judee, the nchteous
judge 5 the judge that has all power in Leaven
an d ea uh commltted to hum. Though he once
came in the form of a fervant, vet as a judge he
wviil aflume his own proper greatneis, and appear
in that flate which 1s {witable to the dmmty of
his office. The heavens fhail pafs away like a
tcrow), and the elements melt with ferv mt heat,
while the earth fhall tremble and quake, and the
foundations of the. hills thake, and be removed,
becaute he is wroth.---To ﬂ]CW forth his power
and warn a finful world of the danger of de-
firuction, whiie they reject the invitations of the
sofpel, he has dlﬁrefsd and terrified them by
repeated Eartkquckes--- Thefe, in the hand of
Chrift, -have, in different parts of-the world,
deftroy'd muititudes in times paft, and we have
reafon to expet greater deftru&ions by them in
time yet to come, if gofpel finners negle® the
great falvation. ---If you would fee the haftning
and dreadful ruin of obftinate- finners, refle&
upon the divine threatnings of this gunlty land ;
and
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ad confider the many thoutonds that have been
- lately deftrov'd in Porfuzel, Spare, and on the
coafts of Barbarv, by this tremendous difpeinia-
“tion of heaven. T Surely, he that, by mundati-
ons 2ud earthquakes, has deitrey’d “fuch muiti-
tudes in thofe places; 15 able to deftrov us aliy,
and is not tire language of their ruin, unts vy,
what our bleticd Lerd 1211 to the men ot Jeru-
falem, Lak. xwmi. 3. Except v repent, ve fheli ali

~~
3“

3 _..\.,l‘,,. RE
frkewife perif:. How toon an obthinate refufal
of Chnit and his purchafed falvadon may fetch
down almighty vengzance, whocan tel!?— Gol
1as given us fair warming @ he has come © our
houfes, and knocii’d and call'd at every door :
he threatens to open tir= carth and take us in
alive : he threateas to fend the water from its
bowels and overwiiclm us in a moment, as he
has done with others.  Perhaps, his delay for
a little while emboldens you to think that he
will not zxecute his treatnings.  You refolv'd, in
the tirne of your diitrefs, to forfake all for Chriit
ad cleave to him forever ;. but you have not
fulfall'd your reiolutions to this day, and this neg-
le¢t provokes him to execute the threatned evil.
But whither you are f{wallowed up by earth-
quakes or not, yei if you do not loc k unto Chrift,
he will, in fome +way or cother, foon fentence -

3 "Tis fuppos’d that about 3000 fouls were deftroy’d at
St. Ubes ; about 40,000 at Lifdss : 65,000 Mwres and
Jews on the coafts of Barbary, befides great defruQion in
sther places Jaltt November,

you
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you to everlaiting deftruction from his prefence

and the glory of hlb powcr. .
But then confider further, that as Chnift is
abie to dgﬂroy you in hell, fo beis atle alio to
Jave and bring yeit 15 Fracen.  He can not only
arm himilf with thunder, and fill the ouﬂt\
Wi ever iafting ditpair, but is able to beftow in-
expre iinle ..Cl tes ml ca.cen, where there 1s no
aul 0 u\.h ¢ nergrief to dlﬂvrb fo rever.  Under
wakening and coaviction, vou are {umetimes
“13 to Linagine your dins arc io great that they
cani never be ﬁ*rfr.‘cn yCu But vou ought to

coniiuar hat Chnif gives clear evidences of his !

abiiity to fave, m the affws! iaivaion of the
chicf of finn s We have had notable in-
l.v,:c\‘ of th\, converlion of fuch ; and in that
way have fuch wondertul difcoveries of his abi-

ht\ as to leave no reom juftly to doubt of it.
YEea, Chrift has lately wrought a work upon
the hodv of a pericn befure many cred:ble wit-
nefles, { of which you have doubtlefs heard, )
that haa a gcod tendency to remove your ](a-
louites re{pcwno s ¢b111t\. He put forth his
faving power in {uddeniy rettoring fight to one
that was blind, ipe egh to one that was {peech-
lefs, and :}rcn'rrh to rife up and waik to one that
had beer bed-rid for more than two years. *
Surely

* The inftarce refe’d to is a young woman at Jpfiic
whno hae been confin’d to her bed twe vears and two
month:---had not been able to fpeak one loud word for abow

onc
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Surely we may well fay that he is the Chrift, the
Son of the living God ; and therefore that thrc
1S no want of “bx.uy in him to fave, even to the
“ttermoﬁ Why then, will you reje&t the

aviour that is provxded for finners ! the great-
nefs of your fins is no fufficient plea : for you
may go bcldly unto God, in the name of Chnft
]efuv, and fay, « pardon mine iniquity, for it is
areat.” It will bc no dithonour to God if he
ﬂlould forgive great fins, fince there is fuch a
ereat and qble Saviour prowded '] herefore
cavil no longer againft the invitations of the gof-

one year and eicht rmionths---had been fpecchlefs about four
weeks ;3 and biind about three weeks. At her defire feveral
miniters met, en Decerber 15th 1755, in the rosm where
{i;ie was conzin’'d, and join'd, with a number of private chni-
tians, in prayer for her. And in the time of onc of the
pravers, while her cafe was fpreading before the Lord, fhe
fprang up in the bed, opened her cyes and fpake with 2 lcud
voice, expreiing l*cr ereat furprize at the power ard grace
of Ch:iil Jefus 5 caliing upon all to help her praife God, for
the marvelicus work he had w rought vpon her foul and her
holy that day.--- Her fight and ﬁec..h recovered ¢ialually,
¢il, in about an hour, mey were ‘mth clear and diftinét.
"The fame day fhe was drefs’d and walk'd feveral times acrofs
the rocm without lcadmg ; and with a hule help went
abread.---She has continu’d now, for feveral mcvti.., te gamn
ilrength 5 attends the public worﬁhp of Ged, and gives gcod
tndencc of ber teing areal chnitisn.---1 fupp.cix further
ra-ticulars, expedting one of the miniiters witl gave the pub-
liz a narrative of the whole.-- But what lthcn faw and hoard
b:cught o mind our favicur’s words to 7ubz, ¢¢ the blind re-
“ ceive their L2kt the lame walk, aud tie tongue of the

dumb i'n" N
1
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pel 5 but now give honor to God, and truft in
and love hiz Son Jefus.

Use 11. Let no true chrificrs drfparr of the
converfion of their friends [fiom the confideration
¢f their being great fianers. ’Tis probable that
fome of God's people, who have relatives and
friends 1n a flate of nature, are ready to give over
all hope cf their being converied. They havenot
only Iiv’d in‘a courfe of vamitv or other wicked-

efs; but,under peculiar vifitations, when others
-are prefling into the kingdem of heaven, God's
- cails feem to take no good effe¢t upon them.
Notwithftanding theyare called by the word and
commion providence, by extraordinary difpenfati-
ons at ‘home, and more fhocking cnes abroad,
~they 1till remain in their carnal fecurity.

Is this the cafe with a kind hufband or be-

loved wife ; with a tender parent or a dear and
promiiing child ? Have you an cid friend or ac-
quaintance, a near neighbour or companion, that
appears to be harden'din fin, under all thed”
difpenfations ? Is it an heart affeting confidera-
ticn to you, that fuch an one by name feems
tully fet againft God and an open defpifer of the
goipel-falvation ? --- this indeed is a very painful
tho't, and, I believe, inany havetheir hearts made
fad by fuch refletions at thisday.  Perhaps, you
{ee your friends exalted in pride, with hearts fuil
of feorn : they can bear no reftraints upon their
lefires, no continement to their clofets, no abride-
ment
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ment of fcnﬁnl delizhts ; but are fonder than
ever of ali their idols. You pity their condition
and mourn in Zis% for their abounding wicked-
refs mn this day of vifitation ---Yea, vou begm
to think that there 1z no hope, fmcc inftead of
being awakened, they are entirely unaffeted
undcr the moft alarmmo calls. -——— But 3al-
t,hough their cafe looks exceeding dark, yet
it is not defperate; and thercfore you fhouid
not be difcouraged from the diligent ufe of
appointed means for their converfion.  Per-
haps, if you retleCt upon your own pait life,
you may iee that vou have been as mu ch
hardened in fin, az proud boaiters, as ob-
ftinatcly bent upon the way of your own hearts,
and as great and hanohf) deipxlers of Jefus
Chnift 'md his falvation as any of them be.
And yet you obtained mercy.---Were not Peter
and A;'zdrc‘:s. were net the Semeritan woman
and Mary-Muagdalene ; vea, were not fome or
vou full 2 »mmkelv to l\e converted as your par-
ticular friends and relatives, whofe har dnefs and
impenitence {o deeply affe your hearts ! Tho'
fatan has fo great power over them at prefent
as to keep the goodsin peace ;3 yet Chrift Jefus
is able to take away his armour and {poit him or
his goods. If they are poflefs'd with ieven
devils, the power and grace of Chriftis enoug‘l
to open the door and conquer all thefe enemies;
“nd there is ground of thc that he will do it

for them fo long as he continues them in a ftate
of probation. I Usk
-m.
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o~ ) 1 .
of vour converiion ;- bat acterined that as iy

h..u br‘m... 3 gomd work, to v it en o t}
dar of Chritt Jth.\. Angd vou have z right, by

\-

(M

*

grang o apply © him, to p.nm Biv truth and
Pazthiuelnefs, his promife and rame, for vour o

a\e™

-

Iet, theizh vou had no zgh? to Jo - boters
your converiion,  SWhv dud Ged dwnify yo;u:‘
fauls with new and divine auaitiics, if he neve
intended to attord vou the needtul fuccours
his zrace 2 Has hs given you his 1un (.hm’{
]Uu.\ that mercy ot ail mercies 5 and will he
not, with hzm, treely give vou il things ? the
conclution s jutt, and you mav con tmcmi) reiv
upen 1t that he that has given you "hc_ oreate eit
‘-.cﬁ ine that over heaven ‘ﬂo"dc.d witl ot deny
Ve th\, leter bletlings of s covenant.

Axp then, God s not entv willing but oo
.‘7\:.1‘«';.fr ben vou againtt indweiing in and the
Jovices of fatan. Chriftians and thae the law of
iin dwells fo fecretiv m the m.zr:‘ hat it 1s pait

SHs
hinding cut @ when the detrres of faning teem
to be taken aw av, vet there s an untearchable

olerve i a decettiul heart, where iin b wai-
mg tor a mere fwtable obiedi;, or 2 more vige-
rous umntmm iBv t.1i< tic:’ci cRemy they arc
ctten turprisd and carrted avay a:ﬁpt{vc . hur-
ricd 2long to the commuiion of fin, by wiich
they | ﬂ‘ﬂn\ wr God and break the peace of theis
own nunds. i c‘rh:p\ us the h.xra of bemg fud-
denly tiken by this enemy the tlics i ambuth,
hat new wvenwhelms your fpirits.  Bur, allow-

Ry
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ing {in to be as intriguing and {ubtil as the old
ferpent ; allowing alfo that all 1its remaining
power and pohcv 1s employ'd aganft vou, vet
God 15 ablc to ftrengthen you qgamﬁ and give
veu victory over it. Can a few breken mn‘“
withftand him that has fubdu'd legions of regu-
i forces § Shall the morning dew abide the
fhining fun that has {catter'd th\. thickeft clouds;
ora few fands overccme the power that has
brought down the lofty mountams, and fiil’d
up the deepeflt vallies 7 And has Chnft Jefus
nvercome and fubdued your ftout heart when he
found you 1n a ftate of {in, fully bent upon luft?
Has he purfu'd, ov Clml\(?nl and overthrown the
whole /sz;*um army In tae red fea, when they
hotly puriu'd you ; whv then lhould vou f{uf-
re et his ability or readineis to and deliver
frora the remainder of your enemics :

Use V. Has grace abounded toward fome of
you, w hen you looked upon your feives the chief
of finters ? O then endeaveur to excell others in
all grecisus exercifes. \ou, above all men In
thc woild, fhould watch againft flothfulnefs, and
look upon yourtelves calld to holy fervency of
fpirit in ferving the Lord.  Who Las made you
to differ from your old companions in fin !
Who has diftinguithed you by {piritual excel-
lencies, from thoic that are obttina ately bent up-
on mdul(rmg the prmup]c» of iin, with all its

frections 7 Was it not an almughty arm  that

drew
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drew you out of the belly of hell ? While

God has referved many millions of great finners,
to glorify his vindictive juftice upon them for-
ever, he had his cye fixed upon you, with
everlafting  defigns of glorifying free and
{fovereign mercy in your falvation. Hence he
has refcu’d you from the jaws of the devour-
ing lion, by the Lion of the tribe of fudab,
and fealed you with the evidence of his victo~
ries.  You ought therefore to furrender up allto
his will, and to be intirely devoted to his fervice
and glory without ntermiffion. Yea, that you
fhould be made the fubjects of {pecial grace,
after you had diftinguithed vour felves by the
moft abominable works, is a peculiar obligation
upon ‘yeu to excell in all chriftian graces. |
Particularly, you are hereby called to admire
and praife the glorious author of this grace, in
proportion to the contempt you have caft upon
him. Has God exalted you from the ftate of
finning devils to the ftate of praifing angels?
Surely, you have need of an angel’s tongue to
thew forth the praifes of him that has loved
you, and wafthed you in his biood. It was the
diftinguithing grace of God in Chrift Jefus to
the difciples, that made one of them enquire,
« How it was that Chrift would manifeft him-
« {elf unto them, and not unto the world. ”
They could fee no reafon in themfelves, why
he thould fpeak of any more {pecial manifefta-
tion of his love to them, than to the reft of

mankind
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mankind : it was matter of aduuration to them,

that he fhould chufe to dignify them with his
1pec1a! favours, while he ]hd t}'cic things from
the wiie and pruaent --- Perhaps you have been
the ring-leader in  ail miichiet and v illany, m
the ﬂumlv or neighbourhood ; and now vou are
fingled OLC from them all to bean everlatting
menument of fovereign grace, while they are
left to perifh in their fins ; you are actually ei-
caped from the condemnation, tc w hich’ you
were expofed ; but as they were by nature 1ub-
je@t and expofed to the wrath of God, fo that
wrath abideth on them. Many about you that
had agreable natural tempers, and far outfthin'd
you in the civil life, are fit for nothing but the
burning, while you are renew’d and qualified
tor the enjoyments and emplovments of the hea-
venly flate. O how wonderful is that grace
that has turn'd and fubdu'd fuch a furious tinner
as you was. Did it not fill your foul with afto-
nithment, when Chrift ﬁrﬁ appeard in his ami-
able characters to fave you?  And have you not
reafon to admire and praifc the author of this
falvation now as much asever ?  St. Paul/ feems
to be as much aftonithed at diftinguithing grace
many years after his converfion, as at the time
of his firft effetual calling. “ I thank Jefus
Chrift, fays he, that hath counted me faithful,
who was before a blafphemer, and a perfecuter
and injurious : but I obtained mercy !"--- He
fet hs fins and the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift
onc
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onc over agamdt the other, to enhance the mercy
of his converiton. And have vou ne reafon to
fay, O wonderful grace ! 1, who was before a
“ vain period, an open detpier and a perfecutor
¢ of Chritt, now have obtained mercy. I, a
“ viic fabbath-brezker, a fcofier at true religion ;
a covetous worldling ; but new have obtmn-
ed mercy -— O who wouki have thought
that 1iich a moenfter of wickednefs acI was,
jhouid ever have obiained mercy '-— I, whoic
heart was an habitation of devils, and whote
tife was a contintied fcene of flagrant impie-
<« ties nf {enfual Ry but now havc obtainad
“ mercv.”--~ O who can withftand effeual
grace, when once Chrift comes to take them
near to himfelt ! Thofe whom the Father has
given him, he will recover, and none of themn
ihall be able te keep themielves out of his hands
when the {et time of their recovervis ceme. O
what cannot infinite, aftonifhing zmace do fer
finners.

Acain, Ycu are hereby called to absund i
fove to God and bis for fefus.  Has the grace of
God abounded In your converfion and confola-
tion ? Then let your love to him increaie and
abound day. O with what facred love and
farprize was you fill'd, when the fight of the
glorious gofpel of Chnit firft broke in upon
your foul 7 You then thought that you could
be willing to do cr fuffer any thing for Chrift.
And now God expects -you thould call to re-

membrance

€<
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membrance the former davs, in which you
coud uzdurc a great hght of afflictions. Then
the glory © Gm, the honor of Chnit, and
the ukrmlt\ oi fin, appeard great realitics to
you. and vour fouls were nild w vith the love of
Gad to the orim.  After vou had been rolling
uron the boutrous feas tmouah a dark nmht
vou bid 2 welcome to the bon of Tl"ht&.Odln“b
that inone 1n Gpon your {ouls, and brmmht 2
divine calim. And 15 not the mercy as c'r;at
and the giver as cmiable now as heretosore ¢ If
io, why thould your love be lefs ¢ The re-
mihon of wgreat fins, argues the grear love of
God, and therefore it fhould be ; improvd as a
powerful motive to the more ardent love of him,
agarcable to Jiu. v, 2. In that day ﬂ'alz the oransh
ff the Lerd be bc'mm, ul and gwrwu.. and the
drist ot the carth fhall be excelicat and comely for
l a2 Ilel's are tjt uj’cu u/ ]/l ol
AcaiIx, Let your bumii fz‘r be as lowr, asever
your vain imaginations have beenloft) Ttar gues
great pride 1n any, to think that falvation is, in
part, ow Ing to their own endeavours. Therefore,
if God has made vou the fubjedts of his fpecial
grace, waich agamﬁ ldt-c\altamn What have
you to boaft of, after ail that you have receiv-
ed? You had robbed God cof his glory, vio-
lated his holy and rnighteous laws, you ow'd
more than ten thoa;and talents, and had nothing
to pav : you was upofed, not only te an arreft
by death, but to the prifon of. ctcrnal ‘darknefs.
God
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God faw nothing in you, or done by you,
to recommend you to his favour : and yet,
hs was pleafed to magnify the riches of his
free and fovereign mercy in your effeCtual
caliing. Surely, you have the more reafon to
lie in the duft, and fay with the apoftle, #nto
me. wio am lefs than the leafl of all faints, is this
greee grven ! NMight not St. Paul, who became
obedicnt to the heavenly vifion ; and, upon the
divine difcovery made to him of the faviour, en-
quird into his will, and immediately followed
him ; might not that eminent prescher of
Chrit Jefus, who confounded the Fews at Da-
majcus, and expofed himfelf to the greatelt dif-
ficultes and dangers for Chrift and the golpel,
and gave the brighteft example of holinels ; 1
fay, might not this holy apoftle fet himfelf as
high as other faints in general ? No, lefs than
the leaft ; deferving the leaft efteem ; nct wor-
thy of the name of a faint. And are not you as
little of a faint as Paul was ; as mean and un-
worthy as he ?  You would have little reafon to
boaft of your attainments or {ervices, though you
had puriu’d the reveal'd defigns of Chrift's med:-
atorial ofice, in deftroying the works of the de-
vil, without intermiffion.

Acain, Abkor all fin as much as ever you
have care/s'd it. At your firft converfion, you
faw that all indifpofition to duty, a:i wearinefs in
duty, all carnality and formality under duty, arofe
from your averfation to God ; you faw that all

K rebellicn
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reliellion againft grace, all the pofitive actings
of fin, 1ts 1mportumty and urgency, all its ma-
nifold particular fuccefles were from enmity
againt God.  And from this view, your fing
were exceeding lothfome in vour 11<rht agree-
zbic to that, Exck. xxxvi, 29, 31. I"" /a/
‘/u;t vy frem ail your cnch (I)’ht//t.f aid ;111
cali /f: the corny and will increcfe it, and lay ne
Jainizie tipon v:u. Teen flall ye s emenber your
swen ovil wavs, and xoitr dsings that wwere not good,
and flaif bothe your foives in your owon ﬁglvt, Jor
Nour iniquities, “end f.u Nour abominations. ‘Times
of pardoning great fins, fanctifying the foul, and
oiving the ipirit of adoption, are times of felf-
lothing. LEvery time God manifefts himfelf in
a covenant way to your fouls, you will abhor
the fin you lov'd, and deeply grieve at what you
rejoyC 'din: tfhame and forrow will follow up-
on the remembrance, though vOu Were convert-
ed ycars ago Every time you look, by faith,
upon the dithonor you have done to God, the
ruin you brought upon yourfelves, and the in-
jury done to your fellow men, you wiil tremble
and abhor yourfelves for your own madnefs,
The clearer you fee your adoption, and your
perfonal intereft in Chrift and the covenant of
grace, the more deeply a fenfe of fin will touch
your heart with godly forrow and mourning.
Acrin, care ju//v avcid every thing that Las
a tendency to binder any gracious exercifes. If
God withdraws divine influence in a fovereign

way, J
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way, you ought to be fubmifiive ; but it be-
comes you to take hced that you do nothing
that has a moral tendency to hinder the exercife
of grace. Partxcu]arly don’t debauch your
minds with carnal pleatures, and fo render your
felves unfit for duty. Avoid all manner of fin,
as 1t tends to brm'f a cloud over the cvxdsnccs
of your effectual ca]lmtr and as it tends to grieve
the fpirit of God, and } r>rovoLe him to withhold
the witne’s of your beinz the children of God.
Acarxy, Marntain and Jflrengiben ssur farth,
by an entire reliance upon Chrift, as the bigh
prieft of our profeflion. The confideration of
)Qur being effectually called may be a goxd
means to cxute and increafe your fanh. Thc.
converflon 'of great finzers is a good credential
from heaven, of the invaluable worth of Chrift's
blood in the account of God the Father. But
if you ﬁagoer at his power and merit, after he
has done {o much for you, it is an affront offr’d
him, and will expofe you to the temptations ot
fatan, to look for help from fome other quarter.
Hearken to the counfel Chrift gives his ditciples.
Job. xiv. 11. Believe e that I am in the Fatber,
and the Father in me, or elfe believe inc tor tix
very wsrks fcke. Unbelief 1s not only a finfu.
refleCtion upon the perfon and werks of Chrift,
but ’tis a vile reflection upon the futhciency cf
his facrifice, and a great injury to your cwn
peace and ioul-prolperltv When you get into
an unbelieving trame, Chrift may, w ith great

P!’UP; ikt
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pmpr.ct) 1ay to vou, as he once faud to thofe
ditcipies that cow d DO Cure :H: lanatick voung
map, O jotkchi end per<sric geserarion, low
fm' g | T b with v ? Heze Img' tzall I fujter
veu ¢ Has Chrit p‘lt forth his power and tkill,

and ¢ applied the virtuc of his blood in working
{5 great a cure upon your fouls ¢ And wiil yeu
not rely upon the fulness that is in him ? Ovou
ought to five the more confidently upon Chrift,

becaufe he has beftow'd his purchaied falvation
upon the cuief ¢f finners !-— And indeed. you
can't live a life of holy communion with God,

and truiy chnftian obedience, unlefs you iive by
faith on the 1on of God. Love to Chrift and
divine things, delight in duties, mourning for
an abient God, and hatred of fin, will decav
unlefs you keep up the exercie of faith. But
if the Lord increafes your faith, and cauies you
t> remember tne love of your efpoufals, and the
windnefs of your youth, vour hearts will burn
within you, as a fire that has a vehement lame,
and you will mount up heaven-ward, as upoa
the wings of cagle

Disc.



Dic. IV.  Azpeins CHRIST, & 69

~

Wy o o oDn oy oBn odv ofh obu e ofy e
5?.&.&‘.33'35 &vafg S
'S 3‘3 313
?-‘ e

FLJVET

} ¢¢PddPvdovrddedet et b e
7
DiscouRrsekE IV.

FLEPLFRLLPETLERTPLRLERPNL
I Tiv. L1,

Tkis i5s a faithful jaying, and wertby of cll ac-
ceptation, ttct Cbrift efus came inio the world
ts Jave fnners 5 of swhem I am chief.

&w@@E have, in former dicourfes, connu r'd
gW’ & the efficacy of divine grace 1n the con-

£&&S verflon of great finners. And O that
this grace may be beftow’d upon us all, that we

may “be diipos'd, and inclin'd to live to thc giory
of Ged, the giver of all grace !

Cc 1 we now, according to the method pro-
poicd to confider the fecond dorine, viz.

Oss. 1. Tlat the Lord Yefus Chrift came
ints the world to fave the ck: of of frz'zrr: 15 a

ja;m wbich dc’mand: tke pre lent acc: ptation ¢f
&l
nen,

CHRIST
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CurisT came to feek and fave that which
was loft : The end and meafure of his love,
was the falvation of his church ; and he came

“to deiiver it from this pretent evil world, and
prefent it to himfelf a glrious church, not hav-
;nfr frot, or wrinkle, or any fuch thing. This

s the gocd news of the gofpel, that lays the fure
oundmon to build all our hopes of heaven v pon.
It is a truth which St. Pau/ found the benefit
of, and frequently inculcated upon others.  "Tis
a truth that he had fuch a deep and over-bear-
ing fenfe of, as to conftrain hum to publifh and
inculcate the lmport:mce and excelsency of it
upon others. Anrd it is a truth that, at this day,
is well worth the prefent, ready znd thankful
acceptation of all men; which will appear from
the confideration of the following things. viz.

1. Tue faithfulnefs of God, who has afferted
it. God's word 1s expreflive of the real mean-
ing and intention of his heart. What ever he
has ceclared, has been with the utmoit fincerity,
and will be '\cccomplifhcd with the utmoft fide-
hity. Faithfulnefs is a name frequently given to
God in the holy {fcriptures, and the contrary
thereto is excluded from him.  He /s not @ mar,
that ke [lould lie, nor the fon of man, that Fe
Sleuld repent.  Hes truth endureth to all genera-
tions 5 and though the beavens and earth fLall pafs

way, yot bis aword endureth ju" ver.. God 18
jaz/, ful, fays the apottle, £y whom ye are called.

Now,
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Now, onc revealed end of Chrift’s coming
into the world, was to refcue the undone chil-
dren of Acam from their fins ; to be the great
mediator and inftructor of mankind ; .to difcou--
rage and expiate fin, and procure fpiritual and
eternal falvation. This God exprefly declares in
my text,and afiures us that it 1s a_faithful faying.
And again, he fays that Chuift gave himfilf for
cur fins, thar be nught deliver us from this prefent
evil world, accerding to th> will of God and cur
Fatber.  And Chrift himfelf declares that this
was one cnd of his coming, to give bis life a
ranfom for many 3 to call finners to repentance,
to fave that <which is Ioff, &c. Herein he tefti-
fied the greatriefs of his love, that he gave bim-
Jelf for his people ; that be might fanctify them,
and prefent then to bimfelf, thining with an hea-
venly glory, and fully conformed to himfelf.
Eph. v. 26, 27. Chrift came to feek, and tra-
velled, in the greatnefs of his ftrength, till he
found his defire.  His incarnation and fufferings
refpected the redemption and falvation of fin-
ners, whom he freely loved, and for whofe fake
he oftered himfelf a facrifice to God.

SureLrY then, if God is the faithful and true
witnefz, and if he has told us, in the holy ferip-
tures, that the end of Chrift's coming into the
world, was to fave finncrs, even the chief of
finners ; the inference is juft, that this good news
demands the prefent acceptation of ali men.  His
teftimony alone, is fufficient to perfuade a rea-

{anable.
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fonable creature, fince he is a Ged that caan:t
lre ; and therefore every one ought to yield
a firm and unfeigned affent to this important
dotrine, and [t fo therr feal that God 1s true.
Men under a fenfe of fin, are apt to doubt of
this truth :  the news is too good, and the way
of falvation too wonderful for them to credit :
but great and glorious.as it is, the fcriptures
fpeak- of it with the greatelt - certainty, and give
us the moft folemn aflurances to encourage our
faith ; and therefore it becomes all without de-
lav to adventure their fouls upen this divine
warrant.

2. Wuo tbe Lord Fefus Chrifi ;. If Chnit
is a perfon, and if he fuftains thofe otnces, that,
according to the {criptures, deferve our attention;
if he is the fame, that was to come and fave his
people from their fins, then every one ought to
give a prefent unfeigned affent to this faying.

Now, ’tis evident that Jefus Chriftis tbe very
perfen thas was fo come : for he anfwers the
chara&ters which the antient prophets gave of
the Mejiah, with the greateft exattnefs.--- Was
the Mefiab to come, ipoken of as the great pre-
phet of the church, like unto Mo/es ; one that.
fhould teach his people the will of God, in his
own perfon on earth ;' Well, Chrilt was the
Yight of the world ; a light to enlighten the Gen-
t1/e5, and the glory of his people Ifrael. He

- ¢ame into the world furnifh’d to be an inftruor

of
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of makind ineverv mportant tratin-—- Vs the
Mejia to have the Satifement of cur peace

(oo

et

lnd vpon him 5 to weule fov fond am cforing for
S, that he micht fee his ived, and the pi:r.nurc
of the Lerd might p'otbcr n his hands © And
did not Jetas Chritt gnc HIMSELF 2 facrihce to

Ged, ot a iweet fmelling favor 7 He 1 expre x
faid (IL‘M i 11.) 25 fecemne an £:3h #rf ,’
gond thrngs to eome 5 to e an hizh prxct’t over
the houre of Cod amd to put awav fn, by the
facribce of himtcii. W as the A fEot fet as
kg upon the hely hill of Zszn? And is notall
power committed to Chrit _L:us, in “heaven
ard earth © He i the head over all things to
the church, which is his bodv.  He afferted his
right to a kingdem, when in this world : he
fct up the hin"dom of God ameng men, and
claimd a lwht over their hearts and contuiences.
and fent out his reval procluiations into the
world, by the hands ot his amhetiaders.-— And
fo, he anpcard when the icepter was departing
from Fudab 5 {prang of the fame naticn, tribe
and family that the Mejiab was to ipring from ;
and was born in the fame place, from whence
the ruler of lirael was tc come. In a werd, his
d'{yotnmn and behaviour, his life and doft!’z:e
his death and futerings, all turred to the chs-

racter he futtain'd and the proPhcnt:s of knpmrc

concerning him. ¥ Ixprep.

* Hadl been preaching amaonga pv:c“" ol a Jtili::’ Do

I :;}‘: l“&\c L\\—i‘ n ' \ i»:r‘ :\b‘ u' hnu :’d“ D\ ls R"J\ :u -
[ o
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InpeED, his mame evidences who he is.
Chrij} 1s the fame in the Greck, that Mefiab is
1a the Hebrew tongue.  Both fignify one thatis
aneinted or fet apart to his office, according to
the antient cuftom among the Feacs when they
confecrated their prophets, prietts and kings, as
a note of their being endow’d with the gifts
and graces of the Spirit.  For this reafon he 1s
faid to be anointed with the Holy Ghoft and
with pewer ; and to be anointed b the cy/ of
gladnefs above bis fellews, implying that he is
not only endow'd, but that he is alfo exalred
above all kings and prophets who were literally
ancinted, and above all the angels, having di-
vine power and authority communicated to him.
And his name Fefus intimates what he is; a
fevizur or the jakvation of his people ; not fo
much a faviour from temiperal, as from fpiritual
enemics.  And a glorious and merciful faviour
Chrift Jefusis ; for the chief of imners are fav-
ed from fpiritual death, are pardoned and accept-
ed, are reconciled and adopted, are fan&ified and
wiil at laft be glorified through him.  All thofe
invaluable blefiings are to be expected in Chrit
alrecady come and not in another.  He has pur-

" ther in evidencing the truth of the - Ziabrs of Chrift - but
I hope this fhort view will be of feme fervice ; and if any
ccfive further bight upon the fubjed, I recommend to ther
perufal the excellent letter upon the hiftory and evidences of
Ch: &&'s teiurrettion by Guédert Wi Bl Alfo, thoughts
on cdusation of youth i 4 Suitalie piece for beads of familics

chafed
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chafed and he confers this great falvation upon
finners : the tndency and deﬁon of his miffion
was to-offer ard beftow life and bleflednefs upon
thofe that were miferable. ¥eb. iii. 17. For God
fent not bis for into the werld to condemn the
world ; but that the wworld through bim might be
faved. His giving fight to the blind, hearing
to the deaf, ip°ech to the dumb, and ﬁrength to
withered and helplek limbs; and all by aword’s
fpeaking, in places of pubhck refort, in the pre-
fence of enemies as well as friends, might {erve
to convince all me=n that he had more than hu-
man power and fkill, and more than intimate
that ke is able to fave and deliver to cthe utter-
motft.--- Therefore, fince Jefus Chrift anfwers
to all the charalters given to the Mefliah by tife
antient pronhet:. ; .nce his birth, life and a&ions;
his fufferings and ceath, his name and confecra-
tion conipxre to fhow us he 1s the very faviour,
this truth demands the chearful and prefent ac-
ceptation of all mer.

Efpecially, i we confider

A. What bis qualifcations are.  1f Chrift Jefus
was not every way qualified to fuftain the office
of a faviour, it wouid be unreafonable for any
to receive him as fent of Ged to fave his people
from their fins; for an unqualified faviour is
really ne faviour at all, and it is unworthy of Ged
to provide and f{end fuch an one into the world
under that charaGer. But the Lord Jefus

Chrift



.
=6 Accepting CHRIST Difc. IV.

Chrift is, on all accounts, divinely qualified to
fave finful men from all thofe evils they have
brought upon themitives. His <03 natures in
¢re perfon include all the needful and detirable
qualifications for faving the chief ct inners, in
the moit exalted fenfe of a cofpel falvation,
or the evidence of this truth let us coniider
him in his divine and bzmien nature, and the
znion of thele natures in one perfoi.

(1.) Jesus CurisT is real’y and rruy God ;
co-efiential with the Father.  There are thole
who, becaufe of the miiterioulneis of this doc-
trine, look upon it incredible, and treat 1t with
ridiculc and contempt. ® But if we muft reject
211 that is mifterions, we muit difbelieve that
God has created all things out of nothing, be-
caufe we can't poftibly conceive of the manner
of fuch a produttion : we muit difbelieve the
creator himfelf, becaufe we can’t comprehend

* Thofe that have arrivid to that pitch of wickednes as
publickly to banter the dactrine of the facred Trinity, ought
t be pat.ed and I hope no ferious chnit:an will neme& 0
pray for them Jaily; clpecm,y in their clofets, wl‘cre thcy
coit freely mention their name, charaller, office, and the in-
flucnce they are like to have upen others. ---!' Of My OWR part,
1 freely confefs that I fee no reaivn to ewpat that fuch
hauohtv blalpheming ba‘wlers, wiil, without decp repentance
of this as well as other fins, be fourd in the lait J.u., among
thofe whom Chnift faves : for they furce the firiptures t0

ipeak contrary to their evident meaning, and virtually denv

the fatisfi@ion of Chrift.

him : |

)
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him : we mutl difbelieve anv joi-exriizg 2nd
cternal Being, becaufs we 't _explain how
any being t.mu.d never begin to be.—-And vet
we make no n:*uptc. of helievi mg  thete, and
many other propefitions, which have fome mii-
teries 1n them that we can‘teomsprehend. Why
then thould the dety of our Rletled tavicur be
lock'd upen as a thing incredible and worthy of
ridicuse, bc*‘u.:t_ the manzer of w15 Incompre-
henfible by finite minds ? cipecially fince x s
planly taoght us 1 the facred iorptures. and of

inhnite confe: quenge in the lhlvaric.. of finners.
Now, the i\npmrc\s do abundantly tcxh*“ thoe
Jelus Ch"lﬁ 15 really and trulv God. St Pouf,
who, for diverie vears atter his converfion. had
no opportunity tc be inftrudted by the othet
apoftles, afferts that Jefus Chrit téesghs iz r3
rebbery 13 6o equal <ei2l Gad h\ expy cﬁv 1avs
that b2 15 Ged sver ali bieficd jarever 5 Ged var-
el inthe flefb; tie Lerd <f ¢ o'.'; Y. znd many
more e\prcﬂianx of the lke .mport which he
could not po..lblv have written under divine in-
fpiratian, unlefs Chritt had been God equal with
the father. And St. fel», in the beginning of
his gofpei, written on nurpmc to confute the er-
ror of thoic who denied cur favicur's Jdivi ny,
{ fuch as the Ebizates and others ) *zﬁnrea ns

that the fame woRrDp, which in time become in-
carnate, did exiff 1n the l'rr:'wn.g ;s that he was

wrth Go:l the father, axd was Gzd himtelt:

that #v Lims ol things were made, and nothuq
n)&u(.
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made without him. And he is not only called
Geod, but the truc Ged, the fiving Gad, the grest
God, t& Lord (m., the L sred of g‘fcrv Lerd ef
Leords, Keng of Kings, £oir o &l thizgs, bead
svor Jaif ﬁ"’zgf beixdes other e\prcﬁlons which
panly denote his cqmntv with God the father.—
Y ca, the cifemzrci properties and attributes of
God, are apmx’d h hun. He »tad to f:f aif
thinzs, to e ir 20e m:di? of all his people, to be
pretent 1 all places : to be the Jome sederdax, ¢
dov end forever, the Aipra and Omzg 75, the Erid
and the ia,. s 15 e 'reb the reins and t& beart,
to know ali things ; tc de the mzgiey God, able
to do all things and fubdue 2li to himfelt; to
be Lord of tl‘e roing and the dead, o groe us axn
ym&rf.ﬂmf: ag of l" m that 5 true, © be t‘]t:
proper objedt ot veligious werthip : to upbald ol
thinzs by the word :7f bis pew:r ; to have f&e
Lovs af deeth and bell, ts be the refurre@izn and
the fife,and the Judge of gurck and dead. Now,
if thefe icriptures ipeak of, and refer to our
Lord Jefus Chrift, we muft either fay, that he
cifentiaile God, equal with the father, or dit-
PUt of ;.u;dcrﬁ:wniumr the phineft texts of fcrip-
ture.--—-And howcvcr this dotrine may be to
jome a fumbiing bisck, and te others fwl fbnets,
ves, no doubt, itis, and always wiil bc to the
true believer, both ke power of God, and the
wifazm of Gsd ; one with the father; one that
has the iame umne cffence, 2nd fo dxfhmmlh d

trom all creatures and 1dols.
AND
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AxD 15 1t any wonder that he who undertook
to be the faviour of finners thould be tru! v Ged?
We muft confefs indeed, that it is juft matter of
wonder to angels and men, that God thould
ever contrive 2 method of faivation for finners :
but fince he has done i, how was it poilible
that the moft exalted creaxtuere fheuld over be
able to fave men from their fins ¢ facnfice and
offering God would nct ; 1n burnt oflerings he
had no plezlure How could Jetus Chnft “have
born the infinite weight of his father’s wrath,
due to fin, had he been only a man, or the mott
exalted creature that ever God created? Is not
the wrath of an infinite Gog, an infinite weight?
I: not the breach of God's holy law, an infinite
offence, or an Infinite affrent of the divine
majeftv?  If fo, how could anv thing fhort of a
pcnaltv of infinite account in the hoht of Ged,
be =qual to the demnent of the offence ? -—— And'
couild Jefus Chrutbear an infinite weightof divine
wrath in 2 {hort time, were he not God 2> How-
could he fansfy divine jaftice for the chief of
finners, by offer; ring up Limfelf to God, were he
not rca]iv and truly God as well as man ? - But

\ being God over all, he could Lmh for an infi-
xmte offence, though it had infinite dimenifiond
n it, in a fhort portion of time, becaule he is an
imhnite Being. His futferings were equal to
men's “rcateﬁ offences, becaufe he is an infinite
Bein g, and his blvod s the dliod ¢f God. As
God he is wellsable to procure pardon and fal-

vation
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vation for finners; to overcome death and hell,
and to deftroy the werks of the devil. He has
mciit enough to take away the condemning
guilt of fin and purchafe pardons for millions ot
foule {trencth enough to fubdue the reigning
power of all fin, and grace enough to dire¢t and
fortify againft 2ll the devices of fatan. His
merits arc fufficient to purchafe the gift of the
Holy Ghoft, to renew, fanctify and comfort his
peopie, and bring them to cternal blefledness.
\Whereas thofe who deny his divinity, only call
him a faviour without allowing him power to
fave : for the work of gofpel falvation, in all its
parts, 1s begun and-carried againft {uch difficul-

ties as are infuperable by any being but God.

(2.) Jesus CHRIST is ¢ruly man.  Some have
sadvanc’d incredible and even ridiculous opinions
~about the humanity of Chritt; afferting that he
had no real body ; that he appeard onlv in the
external fhape of a man, and never had a real
human nature.  But the feriptures affure us, not
only that he was God, co-effential, co-equal and

co-eternal with the father, but that he was really
man alfc.  He teok upon bim the fecd of ABRA--
- 1AM, in a way that was more than the bar e
appearance of human nature.  He had aliving
human body, animated by a living human (oul,
which grew In witdom as the body grevv 1
itren *tn. He is therefore faid to be :mzm/ off in
the ﬂ fls; to be the fon of man; tde fonof DA vVID;
the
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the feed of the woman ; the fon of ABRAHAM.
He had the properties of a man ; was born of a
woman ; cloathed himielf with the weaknefles
and finlefs infirmities of a man ; hungred and
thirfted as 2 man ; lay open to the invafions of
pain and forrows of 2 man ; fweat with torment
of body and anguith of foul, bled and died as a
man. So that, whatfover the boldnefs or weak-
nefs of men may affirm or deny of him, he
found hiinfelf to be really a man.

NoRr was it a needlefs thing that he fhould
be {c ; for how could he be the faviour of fin-
ners, had he been only God ?  He could nst
have fuffer'd and died to deliver us from the
wrath to come, and purchafe eternal redempti-
on ; to bear our fins in his own body, and expi-
ate the guilt of our offences, had he been God
only. And yet it was neceflary that the faviour
of finners fhould fuffer death in our nature,
Heb. 1. g, 10. But we fee Fefus, who was made
a little lower than the angels, for the fuffering
of death, crowned with glry and bonour j thar
he by the grace of God fheuld tafte death for
every man. For it became bim, for whom are
all things, and by whom are all things, in bring-
ing many fons unto glory, to make the captain
of their falvation perfeit through fufferings.
Divine juftice could not be fatisfied, infinite wif-
dom, mercy and power could not be difplay'd
In the falvation of finners, the Father's glory
could not have been manifefted, unlefs Jefus

M Chrift
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Chrift had been made lower than the angels for
a while, that he might give himfclf a facrifice
for fin. But being a man, the fame nature
might fuffer that had finn’d : the human na-
ture of Chrift was fitted for fufferings, that fo
he might have the iniquities of !l the ele& laid
upon hlm, and perfe&t the work of redempnon
by theding his blood. Wherecas, had not Jefus
Chriit made fatisfaGion in the fame nature that
finn’d, how ccuid he have made amends to in-
jured mawﬁy, reftored the people, that the fa-
ther had given him, to the divine favour, and
quaiified them for the enjoyment of him ?

{3.) CurisT Jrsus was God and man in
ene perfon.  There is fome ineffable relation
of the fecond perfon of the Godhead to the
man Chrift Jefus ; fuch a union as is not between
God and any other creature. The Sen of God
affum'd the human nature, and united it to him-
felf ; not as friends are united together, or as the
eleCt, when they are converted, are united to
God ; but {o as to have the FULNESs of the god-
bead dwell in the man Chnift Jefus. He took
to himfelf what he was not, i. e. manhood.
Rom. ix. 5. Whefe are the farbers, and of whom
as concerning tbe’ Sefb Chrift came, who is over
all, God bleffed for ever. Amen. This clearly i
exprefics the 7700 natures thatare in the perfon | |
of our redeemer, the Lord Jefus Chrift : he that
was and is the one fupreme God, took on him

the
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the feed of 4broham, fo that there is 2 commu-
nicaticn of nzmes, charaters 2nd prspc'nes of
the natures to the pcr‘on. And this, 1 tuppote,
anfwers that promute, I/::.. Vil Q4. Ti‘crzfcre
tte Lord Limfelf ftall g:"e vou 3 hg, betrelid &
wrgm Jrall concesve, and bear a fim, and fhail
call bis ramz Impeanuel. Aund hence the ormt
at of divine providence in our faviours ncar-
wuation, was the accomplithment of what God
nad promifed by his holy praphct. Moute 1. 22,
23. ( Now all this was dore, that it m:_gu-.
ju]f/]m which wras jpeken ot the Lara by ¢ f'r'
phet, [faying, Bekold, a TIrin /l‘m! he :::tl: c*
ard flall bring forth a fn, ord ther Uil caff
name Emmarzual which being zm’erthre"(d 15, G..ﬁ.
with yus. ) And to aflure us of the m,’?
union of the human and divine nature, in tht
Son of Gaod, St. Paui 1xvs that he, who was
God over all, was mas: tg[} in the figgh, 1 Tim.
ir. 16. And St. Fodu tells us, fhe word s
made ﬂejb, and dweit among us. Feb. i 1.
'This is the mvftcry of gcxihncls, that the tecond
perion, the word, to commend the love ot God
to finners, fhould aflume tixe human nature,
and dwell among his people, that thev mizhe
behold the figns and etfec®s of his OIorv
MYSTERIOUS indeed! We may “well call this
do@rine, as our apoftle does , becaute it :s ditfi-
cult to underftanu how an nfinite nature thould
be fo united to a finite nature as to make one,
and but one perfon ; how the creator and the

creire
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crezture fhould be brought into fuch ar alliance.
But the mnitericuinefs of this union, is no ar-
oument w&mﬂ the reality of it.  Wedaiiv find,
thxt there is 2 union between foul and vody ;
that one and the fame ipot of ground wiil pro-
duce grapes and thomns : We ‘hehieve that God
has n.c’.a tamething cut ot nothing ; that he
fills all piaces with his effentiai prefence ; that
he fees cvery thing, and csn do every thing ;
and vet, who aan comprchcnd thofe thmgs ?
Same oi them at leaft, izem as difficult to con-
ceive of, { as to the mamner of them, ) as that
the glonecus God ihould be n pe*ional union,
with the human nature of Chnit, or the man
Chrit letas thouid be united tc God-head.
And, fincs this is 2 dodtrine of tupernatural re-
vl ation, Jet 70 man rejedt 1t becaufe there 1s
wonmizthing. hard to be underitcod in it ; efpe-
cially teeing ‘us @ very impertant acticle of the
chrittian faich.  Chrigt ha\mo two naturcs It
one perion, the propertics of each nature are
communicated to 2ach other. Herce the death
and tuferings of Chntt, have as great a value
and meritorious worth 1n them, as it God him-
feif had died. AF: ~x. 28. If he had not been
man, he would have had no blood to thed : it
he had not b~:n Ged, his blood could net have
had a fumncient virtae and value in it for the re-
demption of nnners; but the union betw een the
divine and human nature was fo fir.@. that the
divine nature put fuch a dignity and valuc into
the
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the {ufferings of the human nature, as to make
them an availzble ranfom frem all evil ; and
into his obedience as to make that an available
purchafe of all good ; yea, a purulaic to lefus
Chntt, of ali whom thc Father hath given h*m
to be a peculiar people to himfelf.——- As man he
was wounded, bruifed and died : as God he
made fatisfaction for fin, and reconciiiation for
miquity. As Gsd-man in one perfon, he 1s di-
vinely qualified to fave from the guilt, ftan
and power of fin, from the curfe and wrath of
the incenfed de' and te fet men in a bleffed
ard glorous ftate forever. He is a muddle per-
ion, pamkmv of each nature, and fo ﬁandmg
hetween the perfons oﬁ‘endmg, and the perion
offended. Had he been only Ged, he would
have resmained angry with the who'e race of
apoﬁa e Adam: had he been o7y man, he would
~ have had ondy the nature of the oﬁendu‘o party,
" and could not have purchafed falvation 9\;‘ in-
ners. But being God and man, he interpofes
between armed vengeance and perithing fouls ;
and is every way fitted to adjuft and make L‘)
the difference between them.

Now, if our Lord Jefus Chrift is fo divinely
guzlined to fave finners, even the chicf of them:
if he s the everliving and true God, and as truly

nan, Ged-mar, mediator : if as God he was

avle to bear an infinite weight of wrath, and his
merit was of infinite value in God’s account ; if
1y tie fame nature that finned, Chritt has made

| fatisfaction
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fatisfaCtion to injured majefty and glory : if by
virtue of the union of the two natures in his
perfon, there is fuch a value given to his fuifer-

ings, as to make them a immhle raniom fren.
all evil ; and to his obedience, as tc render that
a valuable purchate of ali good ; it thote things
are fo, then this iz 2 truth that demanas the
prefent and moit chearful acceptation ot ail guil-
tv, perithing finners that ftand in need of his
faivation.

AxDp methinks, all thould have their attention
to an efcape from ruin, ¢ngagd at «his day
"Tis every man's duty 0 aitend to all God's
merciful warnings to a finful and guilty pecple
Such warnings we have lateiy had, by rcpeateu
and terrible carthquakes, which feem to be eipe-
cially direted to us, both as to the threatning
and the prﬂfcrvanon . The violence of the
thocks have been {o great that many of us ex-
pe&ed ruin, though we are fpared while others
are laid wafte. Thoughtlefs end harden'd fin-
ners may be ftili deaf to the meflages of divine
grace, becaufe they don't confider that all na-
ture is in the power of God, and he is exceed- |
ingly provoked by the contempt that is caft up-
on the gofpel : but the fubject is too ferious to
admit of trifling or banter, though many fecid
to make light of that which is a folemn warning |
to flee from the wrath that is to came.---Had
you never heard of an alfufficient faviour, vou

would have the left auilt ; but vou enlov ‘the
) 0'(\ f)d
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go‘pel of Chniil, and have, rot cnly your own
mitery and recetiittes open before vou, but the
certainty, exceliency and fitnefs of Jetus Chritt
w fave you trem vour fins. O let me befeech
you to treat this fubie® rot as with ne glest ;
but let the pmvmcncc ot God excite yeu to con-
fider your prcxcn- nced of the goipcl Glvaton,
Would vou be fortihed againft the d.ﬂremnw
fears of a fudden death a.'\d ifolemn appearsn

before the righteous tribunal of God ? Thcn
sttend to, and accept of the meflage of divine
eoodnels and mercy dxipnav d in the golpcl

Down with all carnal hopes and expedtations,

-

and liften tc a iubje®,and behold an cbjet every
way worthy of your picient attention. Surely,
you have no reajonable objection w a prefens ac-
ceptance of him as he is offer'd to finners in the
goipel. Are you afraid that what is declar’d
concermng Chift and his purchated falvation
is but a deluficn and impofition upon the weak-
nefs of men? But why will you liften to fuch
aconceit ? “Tis a truth revealed by that God
that cannot lic ; aiferted by the moft faithful
men, who were uniform in their itory, con-
ftant in their teftimony, and God himfelf gave
a vitible declaration in their favor &y figns “and
wernders to put their integrity out of gueftion.
Are vou afraid, in this hour of your diitrefs,
that Jefus Chritt is not able to help you, fince
your fins and mifery appeor greater than cver
you expelted to nind them? No fear of that:

{for
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Tar though your fins be ever fo great and
Az avatcd red Lke fearlet or crimfon ; yet
Chriit Jefus is every wav fitted and quahned
te fave fuch finners, and was fent by God the
Father for thatend. O thcrcfore, bcg, beg,
that he would fend his Spirit to open your
underftandings 2nd give you a fpirtual fight
of the truth of God in this deciaration, and
the fufaciency of Chnit to tave the chlef of
finners ; and incline your hearis to efteem him
a worthy faviour, and this a faithful faying,

that Chrif Jojus came into tre world to /a' €
Snrers 5 of wham I am ¢k 1 Tim, i 15,

Disc
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L Tim L oas.,

Tiis 1s a fartbful favizg, and <cortly of

v_'.'- » 2
/ 1270 el ™

a’pfm‘wz that Clry/t Jofis cavize nto fno <o,
to fave finners 5 of whom I awr clicf.

OTWITHSTANDING men's it onl Jo-
ferved mifery, their imful and coreap el ni-
ture, and their utter inability to help thenmtles 5
notw xtuihnqu the holy fcrlptureq nlainly teach
us that thicre is falvation in no other but Tetus
Chrift, and that he is every way qualified to an-
fver the demongs of law and 'mhce maintain
- the honour of the divine per fections, a'lfl reitore
- kel fnsers to the favour and image of God;
notwitiitanding they are 1 infinite huza' d of
| }Lmh ng forever by thelr continuance i a fate
ef usboticl; and 5t is nothing but the amazing pa-.
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tience and mercy of God that keeps them out
of heil ; notwithftanding ail thefe things, I fay,
fome menfeem obftinate againft a prefent, chear-
ful and believing entertainment to the reports of
the gofpel concerning this important affair.

IN my laft difcourfe I confider'd the duty of
all, to accept this faithful faying of God, that
Jefus Chrift came into the world to fave the
chief of finners, without delay. Iurg’d it from
thofe confiderations, that, one would be ready to
think, might perfwade the greateft finners to
forfake all for Chrift, and venture their {fouls and
all their everlafting concerns in his hands.

Tuere are ftill, fome further reafons to be
offer'd which fhould ferve to convince finners
that 'tis their duty forthwith to accept of this
great and important truth, and perfwade them
to do it with all their hearts.

I go on therefore to fay,

4. It will appear to be the duty of all men
to give a prefent, chearful entertainment to this
report of the gofpel, if we confider who Chrif}
Fefus came to fave. Our text tells us that
Chrift came into the world tc fave finners, and

fome of the chief of finners: to fave thofe |

that were helplefs, worthlefs and could not
fave themfelves.

BuT this does 7of zmply that he came with
an intent to fave all men univerfally. ’Tis true,
Jefus Chrift came to fave o/ men, with a common

falvation,
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falvation. 'The earth and all its inhabitants are
preferved through him.  All the common blef-
fings of providence ; all the means of grace ;
all the ftrivings of the Holy Spirit, and other
benefits that the non-elec? emjoy, Jefus Chrift
purchafed for them, and in that fenfe ke 75 the
Javicur of ALL men. But he came to fave only
a chofen number, the eleé? of God, witha fpecial
falvation : 1. e. The defign of his coming was
to give them, and them only, {pecial grace here
and everlafting falvation hereafter in heaven..
Though the obedience and fufferings of Chrift
were {ufficient for the falvation of all. the fons
and daughters of apoftate Zdas in this fpecial
fenfe, yet this was not thz defgn of his coming
into the world. There was virtue encugh in his
blood and righteoufnefs to redeem every parti-
cular perfon that ever was, or wnl e te the
end of tune ; but the falvation of zll was never
intfended.. "The primary intent of Chrift’s com-
ing into the world was to glorify God in that
way which was agreed upon between the Father
and the Scn before the foundation of the world.
But he never agreed for all, buta particular
number only ; and hence it was that he la:d
down bis life for kis fhecp ; that he was firicken
Jor the tranfgroffion \0}‘1 by .pc”'op/e ;- that he has
purchafcd tie churchawith Lis own blood ; that they
were chefen from the days of old, and zherr
names wriiteir in bis beck of life from the foun-
daiion of the werld; that they were the Fathcr’s;

and
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and the Father gave them to Chrift ; that all
the Father’s are his, and his are the Father’s.
Ry thefe, and fuch like fcripture exprefiions, it
appears that all Chrift undertook for were the
ele@ of God. He was fubitituted in their
room ; obey'd and fuffer’d, livid and died, and
rofe again for them ; to fave them from going
down to the pit, to fit them for and bring them
to eternal glory. He engag’d for them in the
everlafting covenant of grace, as their furesy.---
But if Chrift came to fave every individual man
and woman that had finned, he muft have been
{fubftituted in their ftead, and died for them in
their room. And if 1t had been fo; it would
have been impoflible that any one fhould perith:
for it would be ar unrighteous thing in God,
to exact the punithment from the principal
debtor, which had been fully paid for by his
furety. Chrift’s full payment muit be a full
~ difcharge for all them for whom it was defign’d.

SoME, indeed, fuppofe that if Chril* is con-
fider'd as coming into the world with 2 defign
to fave all men, it tends to promote the glory of
his grace ; and that fimzting the intent of his
coming is a refleCtion upon his love. But it de-
ferves confideration, whither their do@rine does
not refle¢t upon our merciful faviour, as it re-
prefents him, not procuring certain pardon and
reconciliation by his death, and as dying in vain
for multitudes he came to fave. And beiides.
it feems as if thefe men had falfe notions about

the 4
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the love and grace of God : for God’s love is
not to be confider'd as a paf’ion in him which is
to be mov'd by any thing out of himfelf ; but as
an effe&, ﬂom.w from his fovereign wil and
pleafure. Hemc the love of (zod does not
coniift in the numbers to which it is extended,
but in the freemefs of it, and in the generous
manner in which it 1s communicated to unde-
ferving and ill-deferving obje@s.---Befides, if the
glory of divine love was advanc'd by the re-
demption of all men, it would be ftill more illuf-
trated by the falvation of all men ; and confe-
quently, more fo by the falvation of the devils in
hell. And hence it will follow, that if God does
not {ave all men and all devils, it will be a re-
fletion upon his love. And, I fuppofe, the
fame argument, in favour of umverfal redemp-
txon, will be as ftrong in favour of all the devils,
55 in favour of all men univerfally : for the
facrifice of Jefus Chrift is fufficient for the fal-
vation of &/l the devils, as well as of @/ men.
And it could be no more difthonorable to God
to defign the falvation of devils, than the falva-
ton of men. The falvation of devils might
have been as great an illuftration of divine grace,
as the falvation of men.---If this argument {hould
be clofely purfu’'d, I belicve, the patrons of uni-
ver{ul redemptmn would be oblig'd to fly to di-
vine fovereignty, in beftoviing or denymo {peci-
al mercy, as well as we.

b SoME
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Some feem to think that if Chrift did not
come with a defign to fave all m=n, then 'ts not
the duty of all to belicve.-—But if thofe who
live under the gofpel, and yet remain in final
unbelief, will be condemn’d for not believing
this faithful faying, which is worthy of all ac-
ceptation, then ’tis the duty of all to believe ;
not that Chrift died for them ia particular, but
that he 1s the fon of God, and the faviour of
finners. Now that fuch as believe not are con-
demn’d, we need no other procf than that ob.
1. 18. He that belicveth on bim, 1s 2ot condemned :
but be that believeth not, 1s condemned already,
becaufe be bath not believed in the name of the only
begotten fom of Ged. Unbelief does not arife
from the particular end of Chrift’s coming into
the world, but from the corruption of men’s
nature, their enmity to God, alienation from |
him, through the ignorance that is in them,
becaufe of the blindnefs of their hearts.

AGaAIN, neither does this imply that Chrift
come to fave any IN their fins. Some, becaufe
men are faved by grace, and Jefus Chrift has
purchafed falvation for the chief of Sinners,
run into licentious principles, imagining they
may live carnally ; that no command of God
obliges them to walk with God and be holy
But one would be ready to think they had
ftudied the Alcaron more than the holy fcrip-
tures, and chofe a mabometan paradife before 2

chriftian’s heaven, Befure thofe that /mpart:-
ally
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~ ally confider what is written in our bible, muft
be convinc'd that thofe who live under the
- reigning power of fin, don't partake in any part
. of the fpecial {alvation publifh'd in the gofpel.
| §t. Paul has taught a doctrine quite contrary to
their fcheme of religion ; Gal. v. 19-—21 Now
 the works of the flefb are manifeft, which are
thefe, adultery, fornication, uncleannefs, lafcivi-
wfnefs, idolatry, awitcheraft, batred, wvariance,
emulations, wrath, firife, feditions, kerefies, envy-
ings, murders, drunkennefs, revellings, and fuch
kike : of the which I tell you before, as I bave alfa
 told you in time paft,that they which dp fuchtbings,
~ fbalinot inberitibe kingdom of God. 1Cor.vi.g, 10.
- Know ye not that the uiirighteous fhall not inber::
 the kingdom of God 2 Be not decetved :  nesther
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effe-
" minate, nor abufers of themfelves with mankind,
nor thieves, nor cevetous, nor drynkards, nor re-
wilers, wor extortioners, fhall inberit the kingdon
of God. Eph.v. 5,6. For i1 ye know, that nowhore-
monger, nor unclean perfon, nor covetous man who
is an idolater, bath any inberstance in the king-
dom of Chrift, and of God. Let no man deceive
you with vain words : for becaufe of thefe things
cometh the wrath of God upon the children of dif-
obedience.  Be not deceived, God is not mock-
ed : whenever your great account prefles hard
upon vou, and the terror of your fins lies heavy
apon vour confcience, you will feel yourfelves

difewn'd of God and under the curfe of his

law,
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law, if vou are u-»:":;:c*c of s p inci'\lc of hnii-
nefs.—--But it is Aoloviig, e , reurning fin-
nors,  taat (‘hm; come Into the world to lave
with an everiatting falvaaon.

IxpeEED, fath and rcnentancc are parts of
that iaivation which Chriit come into the woild
10 procure for finners. One revealed defign of
his coming, was, by the methods of his power
and arace, to reduce us back to God ; to reftore
his meral image in our fouls, to fave us from
our fins, and the guilt of them ; to imbitter all
fin to cur fouls, and to engaze our hearts to holi-
nefs as it is delcribed in the goipx.l. Thefe feems.
to be the principal things in his view when he
iuffer'd for the redcmptxon of finners, according
to St. Pauls words, Tit. 1. 14. Whe gave bim-
JEif for us, that be might redeem us from all in-
squity, and purify unto bir ifelf a peculiar people,
zealous of gaod works. And Eph. v. 25, 26.

b

Even as Chriff alfo leved the cburcb and gave bim-
Jelf for it : “That be might fanfiify and cleanfe it
with the wafling of Water by t the sord.
A«JREEABLE to this, faith in Chrift Fefus, is
‘the means of intereft in that efernal {alvation
which 1s offer'd to finners. ’Tis true, futn as
it refpects Chrift, in a lar,qe {enfe, 1s an ailent to
the perfon and quahﬁcatxon the do¢trines and
{pecial chaira&er of Chiift, as thev are repre-
{fented in the gofpel, arifing from the ver acxtv of
the {fpeaker. Thus men may be puiwadcd ot
Wys ability to fave from fin and mifery 5 of his

wiidom
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wildom and love ; of his all-fufiicient righteouf-
eefs and prevailing interceffion, and of his faith-
fulnefs to accomplith his word. They may be
rfwaded that, bv his mediatorial commiffion,
gz 15 obliz'd to kccp that which is commutted
to his truﬁ that it is his Father’s good pleafure
that of all that he has given him, he fhould
loofe nothing ; that he is head over all things
for the church, and that he is fully authoriz’d
and fitted to communicate all thofe gifts and
graces, and holy influences of the blefled Spirit
which are neceflary to fubdue, renew, fanctify
and comfort his people, and ripen them for
giory.
- YEA, from a divine teftimony of the Father,
the Son and the Holy Ghof*, and from their
own inward fenfe of divine truth, believers have
fuch a fpecial knowledge of Jefus Chrift and
his ability to fave the chief of finners, that they
“ receive and reff upon him alone for juftifica~
“ tion, fanctification and eternal life, according
“ to the covenant of grace.” This is an a& of
the rational foul, and the jir/z’ act of ipiritual
life. In the wzder rflanding it 1s called know-
ledge, Fob, xvii. 3. And this is life cternal, that
they might know thee the only true God, and F.fus
Cfrz/l whom thou baft fent. But without feesing
the divine tefhmony, and havinT an inw ard
Jenfe of the veracity of God teﬁf g to the
perfon and chara@er of C hrift, thc hmrt wil!
L?zm,r be perfivaded to reccive and reft upon

O him.
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him. "Tis the firrifual knowledge of Chnft
and the goipel that gains the confent of the will,
by which belicvers chufe to have an whole
Chrut, or Chriit in.all his otfices, for an wholg
faviour and a compleat faivation. Tis from zhis
knowledge of Ged i Chrift, that fupream Love
to the divine Being and attributes, holy DEsIRES
after him, and holy joy and ACQUIESCENCE I
him do arife. Chrift takes the fupream feat in
the heart, and next to him, the bleflings of th
covenant. ‘To him believers go, and from him
they take the benefits of his purchafe ; grace
toc work all in them, righteoufnefs to procure all:
for them, and divine influence to enliven, com=
fort and quicken them in their chriftian courfe.
Senfe of fin and divine wrath awakens their firft
concern ; fenfe of divine fovereignty and righ-
teoufnefs drives them off from felf-dependance
and brings them down to God's foot, and a
fpecial apprehenfion of the mercy of God in:
Chuift draws their hearts to him as the foun-!
tain of life. Hence, ‘
BELIEVERS receive Jefus Chrift in his feveral

offices upon difterent confiderations and for dif-
ferent ends. For if they receive and reft upon
him alone for a whole falvation, according to 4
the covenant of grace, then as the falvation pro-
mifed is various, fo they look to and reft upon
him under different confiderations for the nc-
complithment of it. Under one confiderati:

faith has refpe to Chrift in one office, and w, ¥
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der another confideration it has refpe& to him
i another office: forif it had not, true believers
could not be faid to receive and reft upon him
slone for falvation 25 he is offered in the gof-
—Thus faith looks to Chrift as a propber
' for divine teaching.  Senfible of fpiritual blind-
" pefs, the true believer cries after Chrift for {pi-
~gtual illumination, and more intimate acquain-
tance with divine things.--- And he looks to
Chrift as a kg to beftow faving grace, fan&ify
his foul, fubdue his fins, preferve and fupport
- him under all temptations and fufferings, re-
“ftrain and conquer all his enemies, and power-
fully order all things for the glory of Chrift and

~ his own eternal good. B
~ Bur faith, as a means of sutereff ih that eter-
nal falvation which is offered to finners, ref-
pe&ts Chrift in his priefibood only. ‘The cha-
racter that Jefus Chrift fuftaing 4s'a deliverer
from the guilt of fin and 2 reconciler of God
to us, is that of a prieft. As fuch he offered
himfelf without fpot unto God, and made re-
conciliation for the iniquities of his people. - His
facrifice of atonement was acceptible unto God
upon earth,and he is afcended into heaven there
_to prefent it before the throne, Heb, ix. 24. For
"Chrift is not entered-info the boly tlaces made wvith
bands, which are the figures of the true 5 but
into heaven it felf, now to appear in the prefence
' of God for us. Hence faith, as a means of ac-
J‘ ceptance to the divine favour, and of i-ntcre{tt} in
3 1at

7’
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that falvation viach Chrtt has purchafed far
firners, views Chritt as a gloricus high prieft,
appraring betore God to maké-. atenement  for
fin and reconcihation for iniquity. . It views him
fuftaining the perfons of the elect and repreienty
ing them before God as-their high prieft.

Now,;-to make it evident, that faith, asa
means of intereft in that falvation, and accep-
tance to the divine favour, refpedts the prieft--
hood of Chrift only, I defire the following things
may be confider'd, viz. -

1. Curist Jesus, asa prieft, has purchafed
pardon and eternal falvatien- for finners. -He
reprefented finners in the covenant of grace, and
therefore became their high prieft to make
atonement’ for them. The .injured honor of
:God could not be repair'd and the guilt of fin
.remov’d had he not been a prieft, nor the coun-
{el of peace have been between them both, . Zech.
vi. 13. In this charatter he. offer’d the great fa-
crifice to God, to make reconciliation*and inter-
ceed for hjs pcople. Though as a'king he def-
livers them - from {piritual enemies, féts up hi\s,
rule in their hearts and fubdues them to himfelf,
yet as a prieft he offer'd himfelf up unto God,
to make reconciliation for iniquity, -and to bring
in everlafting righteoufnefs. We are thereforc
nvited to come boldly to the throne. of grace, for -
pardon and falvation, becaufe as the great high
prieft he 1s pafled into the heavens, Heb. iv. 14,
16.---Now, if Chrift Jefus confider’d as a pricft,

has

-
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has purchafed falvation, then faving faith looks
to him 1n that char'xc"(cr for an mtereit init:
for he does not purchafe this blefling by virtue
«of one otfice, and expet finners fhould loock to
him for it as the purchafe of another. And
~hence, if faith, as the means of mtere/} in the
gof el falvanon, confider'd Chrift in any other
-office; it:would. not receive and reft upon: him
for falvationi:as -he has revealed - himfelf in the
gofpel ; wtrid-theerefore it would be a falfe faith.
" 2. Jesus CHRIST; confider’d as a pnch, makes
an @ﬁ’r of an mtereft.in this blefling to finmers.
"He offers it as.the fruit of his: pu’rchafe That
-he has purchaied it in this chara@er, fee 2 Cor.
v. 21. For-be bath made bim to be fn for us, wlo
knew no fin 5 that ave might be made the rngle—
.oufnefs of God in /:zm Thoush. perforally con-
-fidered ‘he knew no fin, neither - was giile “found
in his moutlr'; yet by impatasion e was 2 fin-
-ner : God dealt with him s fuch s or ho was
-made a fagrifice for fin ;2 thatthéfe who leok to
:him in that character, mlght have his righteoui-
snefs imputed .to them,..andibe accépted to the
-divine favour.andventitled-tpithe gofpel falvation
-on that-account.. ".And thyt:he: offers this falva-
~ tion as the feuit tof his purchafd is evident from
2 Cor.w. 19320 To-wwit, that:God avas in Chraft,
\reconcileng Yhe aworld unto Bimfelf, wot tmputing
< their trcjp:z/f s unto them: ond: bath committed
“unto ucithe word of recwwzlzaz‘zon Now then
we are ambaffadors for Chreff; sas theugh God did
., befecct)
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befeech you by us : e pray you in Ch~iff's fiead,
be ye reconciled to God.  As Chrift has purclafed,
fo his ambaffadors are required to offer in hi§
name, a title and aGual interett in this falvation,
They are to tell finners of the covenant of peacs,
thiat is made between the Father and the Sog
and that it is by virtue of the atonement of the
Son that there is accefs to God ; that the righs
teoufnefs of Jefus Chrift is to be imputed for
acceptance of their perfons and is the valuabl§
purchafe of all new covenant bleflings. No#
if we, who are the minifters of Chrift, are t¢
offer this falvation to finners as the fruit of.
Chrift’s purchafe, the confequence is plain, that
faving faith, as the means of intereft, looks to
Chrift in this character only.

Habp the time allow'd it, T would have offer'd
fome further evidences of this truth : but thefe
may f{uffice to teach us how to apply usto Jefus
Chrift in all our perfonal and foul burdens. Un-
der a fenfe of gutlt we fhould repair to his js-
crifice and atonement for pardon and acceptance.
Look up to the blood of Jefus, by which he
has purchafed our perfons from the hand of di-
vine juftice, and purchafed the bleflings of eter-
nal falvation for us according to the covenant of
grace. Under a fenfe of blindnefs we thould
confider him as the great propber of his church,
and repair to him for divine teachings, by his
word and {pirit, that we might have the fpirid
tual knowledge of God and the myfteries of fal-

| vation.
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ntion. Under a fenfe of uminortijficd luits, dead-
pefs in religion, decays of grace, prevaiiing temp-
mtions. the working of enmity in the heart, and
other fpiritual and carnal lufts, we fhould 1 to
hm as our kg, to rule in our hearts, to fub-,
due every high thought that exaits it {elf againft
God, to reftrain and conquer all our unruly ap-
petites and pafiions, and to bring us into fub-
gttion to himfelf in all the facuities of our fouls.
@d powers of our bodies.---Such as #bus repair
o Chrift, he doubtlefs came inoo the world to
&ve ; yea, he has begun to fave them already.---
- But the gemeral faith in Chrift as the faviour. of
finners that moft profeflors fatisfy themfelves
with, is a falfe faith. Moft men under the gof-
pel take the hiftory of the bible to be true, and
think that Jefus Chrift came into the world to
fave finners ; but they don't receive and rett
upon him alone for falvation. 4s he is otfered #
finners. A Turk might fay as much for the 4-
carron as they can for the gofpel of falvation ; or
a Few as much againft the Chiift already come,
as they can for the faviour of fouls. Thofe fpe-
culative believers Chrift does not receive into his
bofom : they have not the faith which is the
 means of intereft in the perfe@ righteoufnefs of
Chrift ; nor the faith that accompanies the mor-
tification of fin, and love to God and his ways.
And as our blefled faviour knows them, and all
their pride and corrupt principles, fo he lets us
‘know that they ftand in no fpecial or faving re~
k a htiOn.
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lation to him. Tob. n. 23, 24, 25. whey
be was in Jerufalem at tbe paﬁb‘ver, mn tbe fe g&.
day, many believed in bis name, when they [aw
the miracles awhich be did. But Tefus did e
commit bimfelf unto them, becaufe be knew all mex;
And needed not that any fhould tefisfy qf man s
for be knew what was in man. ¥
- BurT true believers, who receive and rcft up-
on Chrift alone for falvation accerding to the co-
venant of grace, Chrift came to fave : And a
a good evidence of this, they have falvation 4k
ready begun in their fouls. They are true pent=
fents. That fight of the divine teftimony con-
cerning Jefus Chrift and his fuperlative excel-
lency as he is reprefented in the gofpel, by
which they are brought to receive and reft upon
him, alfo produces repentance unto life eternal,
never to be repented of. Zech. xii. 10. And I
awill pour upon the. boufe of David, and upon the
inbabitants of Ferufalem, the fpirit of grace and
of fupplications, and they fhall look upon me whbom
they bave pierced, and tbey Jhall mourn for bim,
as one mourneth for bis anly fon, and fbail be in
bitternefs for bim, as one that is in bittérnefs for
bis firfi-born. ‘The Fews aCtually murdered the
Lord of life and glory ; and all men under the
gofpel pierce him by their fins : but when God
the Father pours out his Spirit in his faving in-
fluences upon fouls, they look unto Chrift by'
faith ; they have fuch a fpiritual fight of his
pcrfonal and mediatorial glories, and of his {uit-

ablenels .4
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sblenefs to their cafe, that they can’t but embrace
him ; and true repentance always accompanies
this faith.  With grief and hatred they bitterly
lament the fins which have brought forrow and
fhame upon Chrift. There is no man that has
2 faving faith, but has alfo a fight and fenfe of
fin ; not only of its dangerous tendency, but of
s filthy and odious nature. The ({piritual
knowledge of God in Chrift and a fenfe of his
glory, will be attended with a fenfe of the infi-
site evil there is in all fin, as it is againfta God
-of infinite glory and holinefs ; agamft his law
#ad government. And hence he lothes himfelf
and is afthamed, yea, even confounded for his
iniquities, and turns from them all unto God,
snd has a gracious refpet unto all God's com-
~mands ; whither they concern the inward or
the outward man, the head or the heart.
INDEED, ’tis lately afferted, with more confi-
dence than wifdom and good fenfe, that true
“ faith, (i.e. the faith which is a principle of
* obedience in fome ) is not a principle of obe-
“ dience in all.” That the fame faith which
prompts fome perfons to hate fin, does not
prompt others to it ; the faith that excites fome
to live to God, -has no fuch happy effect upon
others.—1I readily allow, with the writer, that
this notion of faith “is one of the greateft {pe-
- % culative difficuities that occurs, upon the fub-
“ je& of religion.” But if we confider the dif-
- ferent kinds of faith fpoken of in the fcriptures,

. P we
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nt eafily fee, thae, while a frecilative faith
v pever accompanied with evangelical repen-
t =o: and new otedience, the faith that has.
b2 now dreated of, is never found withe
i A nccuiaiive knowledge of the revealed
e ol the gofied brings nien to affent to them;

s u sxritead knowledge of the fame truths bes

vew eyt and a fincere Gitpofednefs to live une
toGod. We find from the {cripture, that many,
wihio recetv'd the doctrines of the gofpel as mats
ters of ipeculation, had 2 farth without workst
their faith, or profefhon of faith did not prok
duce holy livng ; hatred of fin and chriftiad
orcdience. But when a man is gffured of thé
reality and excellency of gofpel truth ; when He
{ees that the gofpel is an #nufaliible as well &:
:aithful faying of God, and is as confident of i
as he is of any thing that is before his eyes, he
cannot but adbor bimfelf and repent in duff and
afbes. 'There is as great a difference between 2
piritual and a fpeculative knowledge of divine
ings, as there is between ocular demonftration
and common fame. By human teftimony God
reveals the gofpel 70 us; but by the fpecial in-
fluences of the Holy Spirit he reveals it in us.
And whenever fouls have the fpiritual know-
ledge of the gofpel they ace fincere. mourners
for their fins, and lothe themfelves, as having
by fin made themfelves odious to the holy anﬁ
blefled God ; and the more they iricreafe in this
divine knowledge, the more odious all fin will
be to them, Now:

™
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- Now, if Chrift came to fave with an eternal
falvation, all true telievers, who are alfo true
penitents ; and if he will not beftow this falva-
tion upon] any others, then, that Chrift Jefus

- came into the weorld to fave finners, is a faying

~ that deferves the prefent acceptation of every
sne. Tis a duty of infinite importance, and a
further delay is infinitely hazzardous : for as
God can’t juftly damn any that have the faith of

his ele®, which is a/ways accompanied with

_twue repentance ; fo he can't juftify and fave
any that have only a ipeculative faith, which is

- wever accompanied with true repentance.  If he

 thould beftow eternal falvation upon thofe fpe-

~ culative believers, as well as upon-thofe that re-
ceive and reft upon Chrift alone for i, according

-to the covenant of grace ; how could he, as a
jadge of men, be faid to do right ?« Nesther
the juftice, the mercy nor the faithfulnefs of
God, 7or yet, the great defign of Chrift’s com-
ing into the world, could be illuftrated in the
falvation of finners. And therefore the intereft
and fafety of finners require the f{peedy and
ccl;l:grful acceptation of this faithful faying . of

5. It will appear to be the duty of all fpecdsly
to entertain this report of the gofpel, if we con-
hder wh~* Chrift come to fave item from. . Sal-
vation 1. . word that comprehends all the blef-
fings promifed in the gofpel, that now have, or

-ever will have their effet upon God’s eleét. - In-

| ced
>
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deed Chrift himfelf, the head of the covenant
of grace, has the firfl and chief intereft in the
promifes. He is the neimr of all things, and
therefore all the promifes are przmarily madeto
him : but 722 him, they belong to his people :
they have an intereft derived to them, through
Chnit their exalted head, as #»:ted members of
his body. By virtue of their #nfon to Chrift, as
his living members, all the bleflings of grace and
glory are theirs. And thefe are the bleffings of
that falvation, every part of which is exceeding
great ; and therefore demands a fpeedy and
chearful acceptance. Let us confider fome of
the bleffings contained in the promifed falvation;
and zben fee if Jefus Chrift the purchafer of them

1s not worthy of prefent acceptance.

Particularly, |

CuRrIST came to deliver his people from th
condemning [entence of the law, and entitle them
to the divime favour. ‘This is the beginning of
that falvation that is confer'd upon believers.
They were dead in law as well as others ; and
could not be recover'd and entitled to eternal life,
but by the alfufficient righteoufne(s of Chrift;
and therefore it is faid that sz HiM fhall all the
feed of Ifrael be juftified. By his fufferings and
obedience, they are affually forgiven and entitled
to the bleflings of the new covenant, upon their
believing. Chrift is the merciful high prieft
that by his blood this covenant might be con-
firm'd, that fo God might d¢ merciful to thet
unrighteoufneffs
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urrighteoufneffes, and their fins and their iniqui-
t1es be might remember no more. ‘Their fins are
imputed to him, and as foon as they are witally
united to him by faith, they have the forgive-
nefs of fins according to the riches of divine
grace ; and God is well pleafed with them in
Chrift, 20 whom they are united, and /z whom
he looks upon them. Though they are odious
to an holy God in themfelves confider'd as fin-
ners, yet they are accepted ‘in the beloved as
fons and daughters. The righteoufnefs of Jefus
Chrift is freely given them, and they havea
common intereft with him in it ; and this being
an ever/afling righteouinefs, their 72/ to eternal
Jife remains fure,

Hence Jefus Chrift brings them into a flaze
of peace with God. The ¢le& are by the fall
in a ftate of enmitv. Though God had ever-
lafting defigns of friendthip for them, yet they
are, before believing, condemned male-fadtors.
Yob. 1. 18. He that belieeth on bim, 5 rct con-
demned : but be that believeth not, 1s condevined
already, “becaufe be kath not believed in the rame
of the only begotten Son of God.. But being jul-
tified by faith, they have peace with Ged, thro’
the Lord Jefus Chrift : God is reconciled to
them by the futisfaCtion which Chrift has made
for their fins. They were at a {piritual diftance
from God ; had no communion with him bv
his Holy Spirit, no legal friendthip between God
and them.: but being in Chrift, God is pacified

towards
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towards them. In this fenfe Chrift 75 our peace,
Epb. ii. 14. He has made up the breach, and
God the Father is their friend ; he converfes
and fympathizes witi. them ; admits them to .
the knowledge of many things which the reft .
of the world are ftrangers to. He allows them
to look intoe the ark of the holy of holies ; guides -
them in the dark and difficult paffages of life,
and is the fame in gffeéfion to them, yeflerday,
20 day and forever. o
Acain, Chrift has procur’d for believers zbe
priviledge of adsption. All men by the fall, are
become bond-fervants ; under the curfe of the
law ; for the law curfes all thofe who confinue
not in «&// things contained in the law. But
Chrift Jefus undertook for his people, and. paid
the price of their redemption, the invaluable
price of his blood, that they might have deli-
verance from the curfe, and partake of the blef-
fings of children. Gal. iv. 4, 5. But when the
fulnefs of the time was come, God fent forth bis
Son made of a woman, made under the law, to
redeem them that were under the law : that we
might receive the adoption of fons. Hence thofe
that have faving faith, are affually brought into
the liberty of fons and daughters. By union
with Chrift, they are in this refpect exalted to
a dignity above the holy angels. They ftand

before the Father in a more glorious righteouf- {

nefs than the angels, in their juftification ; and

have a more glorious fonfbip in their adoption.
Their
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Their adoption is founded on a higher right than
that of the angels, even the fonthip of Chrift.

Men are apt to glory in titles of honor, and in
their relation to great names ; but there is no
titie equal to that of the _/om j God. Angels
are fervants and miniftring i 1p1r1ts but faints are
the excellent ones of the eartl\ Kings and priefts
unto God ; yea, the fons of the living God, the
KING of kmgq and Lorp of lords,--~And there
are great priviledges attending this dignity. God
the Father takes pleafure in-them asfons, and
delights to do them geod. fob. xvi. 27. For the
Father bimfelf loveth you, becaufe ye have loved
me, and bave believed that I came out from God.
Hence he will gradually difcover to them the fe-
érets of bis covenant, as he takes a peculiar de-

light in them. The Father will alfo lead them
by the hand, and by their fonthip through Chrift
they have boldnefs and accefs to him, They
have an -Jvocate 7z the Father as well as 2
-hemfelves and wirh. the Father ; and as for,
‘ot as fervants, they abide in their Father's s houte,
s.ve an inheritance in the promifes of grace and
sory ; their home and happmefs 1s in thcxr Fa-
ther’s. kingdom ; their portion is laid up for
them, and by and by the Father will call them
home, and make them thine as the fun in his
; glory, when they: come to poffe/s that inheritance
\ which is mcmruptrble, undeﬁlcd and that fadal
- pot away. . SN
AGaAIN, Chrift came to wwé thcm pmce of
coN CLencE,
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confcience.  'This is one of the bleffings Chrift
has purchafed, and a legacy which he has ieft
to {uch this faithtul faying of God, worthy of
their prefent acceptation. jfob. xiv. 27. Peace 1
leave with you, [ peace I grve unfo you : nof as
the world giveils, give I unto you. Let not your
beart be troubled, neitber let it be afraid. In-
deed, it is of a femporary nature and not im-
moveabI e ; for fometimes thofe that are ina
Jlate of peace and reconciliation with God, may
have fatar, let loofe to buftet them, or lie under
fome other teftimonies of God'’s difpleaiure that
keep them in a fort of bondage. Yet the guilt
of fin being remov’d by Chrift, there is a fozm«
aetron lnd for inward peace, but this peace is to
be found only in the way of duty. The Holy
Spirit meets the children of God in the way of
their duty ; he drives away the tempter, brmgs
them near to God, applies the blood of Chrift
to their fouls and prevails with them to entertain
peace. And fo Jefus Chrift has not only pro-
cured the ground and brought them into a flate
of peace, but he opens their ears to comforts
and puts them into the acZzz! pofleflion of peac
And becaufe the Holy Spint is the producmg
caufe of it, therefore it is called joy 12 #be Holy
Ghoft ; 1. e. fpiritual comfort, arifing from a
prefent fenfe of the favour of God.
Again, Chrift came to fave them from the
power of all fin, to reftore God's boly image in
their fouls and beftow all needed grace uan

J

|
|

emAA
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them. In the firft apoftacy from God, all men
' become guilty of Adam’s firft fin, loit criginal
righteoufnefs and their whole nature was cor-
rupted They were {o defiled in il the f.lcul—
ties of their fouls, as thereby to be inhnitely cd
ous to a holy God. From ™ hence fpring ail cor-
rupt principles and practices mn the wanid 5 an d
it 15 nnpoﬁzblc for them to renew within them-
felves the :mage of God's holinefs. In this de-
pioravle condition they muft have continued for-
ever, had not Jefus Chrift come into the world
to fave finners. But when he underteck i be-
half of the ele&, the Father promifed that he
thould have a feed 2o ferve bim ; that he would
tske away the beart of flone, and give an beart of
Fefb ;5 that he would put bis laws 1nto toeir mind,
and write them in therr bearts. This feems to
be the chief defign of Chrift's coming into the
world. Ience at the tine appointed thefe pro-
mfes are accomplithed. The clet are born
from above, and brought to commit themfelves
| 0d all their everlafting concerns to Chriit Jefus;
“ind he is not only made righteoufnefs, but fané?:-
lﬁcatzor to their fouls. The feeds of grace being
' implanted, needed grace is deriv'd to them from
the all-fulnefs of Chrift. ¥ob. i. 16. And of lis
\fulrefs have all we received, and grace for grace.
' Where he gives true grace in the prmuplc, he
13ives more grace ; not only grace to forbear
“nfal aéhons, but grace to weaken and deftrox
~ vower of ait indwelling fin; that fin might

Q_ 7é: f
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net Lave the dimiricn coor them 5 that they
mxght not crly b'"ncr under their grofs and fl-
thy ateCtions, but aifo that thev might have the
iinful irclirations of the will, and the corrupt
d:&ftates of realen urder command that thro
the crets of Chinidt, the werld might bc crucified
anto 'hem, and they vnto the world.-— And oot
cnly i, but Chrift beftows upen them a powet
Ci .’i.-; 7 i3 God 1 having put oft the old man
Wi i3 corrunt, thev put on the new may,
\\‘ veh s rencw cd Jwv by day. The Spirt of
God, which raied up Chriit Jefus from the
dead dwelis in them ; and hence they have 2
prevailing dlipoimon tc give themfelves to the
Loed. T hough 74 they /Izwd Jfay tlat they ar
W Ifl.'ﬂls’ ‘/il l’t)' wWe .,u]fi dl’(t'l"f 11‘:’1}2_/;’; ES )'Ct
they tend towards perfe@tion. By a power and
virtue that lows from Chritt and his refurrec-
tion, thcv are d:ipoicd and enabled to wwalk i3
R h o/ life, Rom. vi. 4. He comes by the
: pcu 1l influences of his Holy Spirit, and quuLens

racivus altings of foul ; gives grace to exce
md dire& them and thoroughly to furniih thes
to every good word and work.

Acaix, Chriit comes to give believers .
affurance and Joretafles of glory Many prof fel-)
fors lcok upon an high confidence of the divix
aporcbation to be truely gofpel affurance. Bt
their oftentatious boldnefs brings the truth In®
contempt, and caufes fome to ‘think that the
is properly no fuch grace as the affuranc
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God's love.  But Chrift come not eniv to pro-
cure the happinefs of heaven to belicvers, butto
jecure the evidences of 1t, and to give his behev-

inz children a gracious pefiu:dnm of therr being
m.ccptcd in the belov ed, of their f*vial .mc*cl’t
i the promifes of the goipel, arid there being
preierved to cter rnal life. Anu hence fants h.ac
been aflured of thefe things, 1 Cer. . 120 Nraw
a. bave recciued, niot ke /r::"' of the woerld, bur

u. Spirit wwkich 15 of Ged ; z‘:.* AP A g,w Ryroe
things that are freelk givss f (‘5‘{

1 j'fr . 19, 24. And b:'relw (%3 b::.:; that we
are of the truch, and fhall affire cur Veerts bofere
Irin. jfl}.} 5 that "1"'1!) bis CCik: Iuc'!({!'.’t”b,
dwelletl: i bim, and be 12 birs - exnd beorily <o
kicwo that Le abideth in us, .-') e Spirir <olich

l‘ bath groea s, Rem. v 53, :;;:, % 30

e

H /vali ."'1 yate s from the Lve of (,u"»’i ¢
1" W tribuiniion, or dpirels, o porfocntion, or f

-~

e N A . - '
I, O NAREIECfs, Cr f’c" fcr /..-'uf~ I\m l'
X! ? ! "'o‘ ~ - ~ -
Girn LU ININES SOS are A 72 I CLUTUETSrS, 1
‘ ~
?

l,r: tot islva kY. Ff!‘ I Tt ‘.I"fxluuu’f, .l‘ta
'1‘ -
niker death, ner itfe, nor auy 4.5'.), Her princifs-

l(lol}

. . }
‘O.'I\J ’1f,’ «..tkt’ '3-- {ll;‘k‘ ﬂr"jﬁll‘ ?.:"‘ f,\ .'P

TS
Ic come oy oner D qlt ner a’gf!/) swor any cller
Peeiitre, !,a,' h ab/c' fo fj‘..rf'l us /rcm I‘l,t 23N
éf Gu. ‘:." "i, i5 in Cb’a,c ]i}u cur L'l‘ze 3 ]\nd
what has been given to faints of old, may he
civen to faints mow ; vea ‘tis fadt, many have

s ialvation l\c&o wed upan them as the fruit

1 (‘m e purchale, Neither does the Ciearen

{ \.“.L’:,\..‘
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conviction of fin, a fenfe of the defert of divine
wrath, codiy torrow, felf-lothing and a contrite
i, ot all abate this ‘rofpd affurance ; but
! mie things tend rather to increaie and ftren 7then
it ; for love to God and man, holy fdlbfd&mil
1 God as the chiet good, reioycing in Chrit
fetus and peace in l\ehumo are thc attendants
ot them.  Thefe gracious qﬁ'céhons are the tore-
taites of glory ; the pledges of Chriit's and the
Father's c\grnﬂmg love ; an earneft of that in-
heritance which 1s refcrved for them and which
the fainis m light are already poflefs'd of.
FinaLry, Chrn’c came to beftow besven up-
¢n them. by his obedience he paid down a
valuable confideration, and procured a title to
heaven for his people. Their debt is transfer’d
to him, and he has wrought cut their righsecs/-
acfs for them, Rom. v. 18. God the Father alic
is awell pleafed with the payment that Chrift has
made ; he has accepted it, and therefore will
not deny them the laft bleffing of his purchafe :
and therefore Chrift has promiled, that when
by divine providence they thall be removed out
of this world, he will a&uallv take them up to
the pofleflion of glory. Fob. x. 28. And I give
wito them eternal life, and they flall never porifh,
neither fhall any pluck them cut of my band. They
are in his hand, and he will fee them all forth
coming another day. This is one part of his
interceflion at the right hand of powcr N
xvil. 24. Father, 1 will that they alfs whkom ffy&z{
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baft siven me, be awith me cchere I am 5 that they
may beboid my glory which thou baft given e :
Jer theu loved? me  before the foundation of the
werdd. He has procur’d them a right to be in
God's immediate prefence, behdlding, admiring,
loving and adoring God and the Lamb in a per-
ve&t manner forever and ever. And this he in-
vites the chief of finners to be ready for: This
is the delightful work he offers them to be em-
ployd in, after they have put oft thefe taber-
nacles of fleth.

O the falvation, the glorious falvation, that
Chrit came inte the world to beftow upon {in-
ners! A falvation worthy to be liftened to; a
falvation worth ftriving after ; a falvation well
worth all the pains and care of felf ruined man-
kind finners ! Are not fome fouls prefent, /o
bappy as to be among the numb:or of the faved of
the Lord?2 O whata wonderful {alvation has
Chrift purchafed for you and beftow'd upon
you at the infinite expence of his life and blood!
He has not only faved you from the condemn-
ing fentence of the law and entitled you to the
divine favour by his all-fufficient righteoufne(s ;
but he has brought you into a ftate of peace,
given you the privilege of adof?tion, redecemed
you from the reigning power of all fin, di{pofed
your heart to holinefs, and will finally give you
the full pofleffion of that inheritange which is
greater riches than the treafures of Agypr.
You have already feen this faviour through the

glafs
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cials of the gofpel ; yeu have had fome rcliih
of the bleflings w hxch he has purchafed and
enrich’'d you w 1th ; and now the world has loft
1ts fplendor You can, by divine grace, view
the face of God in Chntt Jefus the {aviour,
as recenciling finners to him{If, not imputing
thar treipafles unto them. You can dwell
upon his feveral giories with facred plcmure
and Lt up your eyes to hin with holy boldneis
and humble cenfidence. You can chcarfu]ly
intruft God with 2il yeur !mm"tmt concerns,
being perfiwvaded that Le is able to fecure thcm
unnll the day of judgment. Theugh f{torms
and mrthques thould throw all rature into |
a convulfion, and the blaft of the terrible ones
fthould be as a ftorm agandt the wall, while na-
tion rifes vp agamft na ation ; yet if faith is in ex-
crcife and God fhines 1n upen the falvation be-
gun, yvou may affure your hearts that Chrift
Ras bloted out all your fins by the blood of his
facrifice, and that \c- 'r name 1s written in the
lamb’s heok of life.~--If the heavens were 26w
nafling away with a great roife,and the clements
m(hm«r with fervent heat, veu might look up
to elory ; leok upon God t].L ..Lmu of ail per-
fection and bxeficunei\ ; look upon the fain
m their roves of glory, nd the miliicns of holy
acls as fervants to Chriit Jefue, flving at his
\ommand ; ook unto Jefus the mediator of the
new  covenant, with ardent defire and intenie
dehght, O 1ook and wait ; leek with bLelieving

Aetsc
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defire and e'(pe'ftation until the falvatioa that
he has purchafed for you and begun in you,
fhel! be compleated in heaven.

O that poor ewakned finners wou'd now ac-
cept of Chrift Jefus, and partake ol this falva-
tion ! Are therc none in declining years ; nonc
in the bloom and vigor of life; no parents nes
children under the oruxlt and power of fin, that
{tand In j."'r'r e ne d ot tass falvanon It any
of vou defire peace and p)rdon tha xpxr.t an.d
prmic"e) of adoption, renewing, quickcmng and
comforting grace, and eternal bletledneis in the
end, O cive credit to this fathful faying of
God. I do =z, mm his name and fear, maze
vou an offer of his fon, who came into the
world to fave finners, O that you would con-
fent to be faved upon the terms of the gofpel.
O that fome, if it were but twe or three, wouid
freely and chearfully entertain this report of the
ﬂofpcl which is worthy of all ac:.eptmon Chnit
who can fave according to all that is written of
him, can furely anfwer all your miferies and
dm"er,. He who can cemmand deliverance
to ‘7.:5“ , can fave you from the condemning
frmlt of in. And though fin does eafily befz:
you ; though you feel vovrfexvea at an awful
dxﬁzmce from God; though you find that you
have nothing to atone for your guilt, nor any
ability to reftore your fouls to the divine likenefs,
yet you may come to Chrift Jefus freely, and
through bim partake of needed falvation. The

goipel
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gofpel i1s a difpenfation of mercy to finners,
You need not fear coming to Chrift now; com- |
ing as you are ; coming with an hard heart, 2
polluted and guiity foul. Chrift, the faviour of
creat finners fees your wretchednefs, and is able !
and willing tc fupply all your needs. O the
riches and freedom of divine grace in Chrift
Jefus, who has purchafed this falvation ! Surely
you deferve to perith if you will not confent to |
be faved upon gofpel terms this moment. In
vain do you look to creatures, to duties, or any
thing fhort of Chrift for true happinefs. You
can't efcape the mighty vengeance of an incenfed
God, if you reje&t the Lord Jefus Chrift. O that
you would accept of a whole Chrift in all his |
gofpel charaters, and an wwhole falvation while
it is called to day, leaft you perifh before to !

morrow comes.
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This is a faithful faying, and swertiy of all ac-
ceptation, that Chrift fefus came into the world
to fave finners 5 of whom I am chief.

EBBHE encouragements of the gofpel to faith

- TR in Chrift are cvery way fuited to per-

®RL fuade a rational foul snfantly to receive

~and reft upon him alone for falvation. God,

who has told us that Chrift came into the world
to fave the chief of finners, remembers the word
that he has fpoken, and will certainly make
good all his promifes to them that accept of
his mercy. Fasthfulnefs is infeperable from his
nature, and therefore he cannot {uffer it to fail,
The promifes of the new covenant are made to
Chritt, and he has purchafed all the bleffings of
them at an infinite expence.——~The fpecial mercy
of God to finners is the fruit of his purchafe :
for this end he came into the world ; for this
end he was anointed of God.; for this end he

R w2
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was qualified and fent forth ; « God and Man
in two ditlinét natures and one perion forever,”
that he mizht fave the chief ot finners.  And
beine quaitied for his othee, he does aéiually
fave believers from the gutit of all their fins,
from a ftate of enmity and fervitude : He gives
them the bleilings of children. peace of confi-

ence, all needed grace, the foretaites of glory,.

and at lalt ke will bring them to the full pof-
{efilon of the heavenly inheritance. These is
nothing can hinder the accomplifhiment of thefe
promifed bleffings trom being accomplifhed in
due time, upon all the proper and qualified fub-
jetts of them : And therefore there is fufficient
orcunds to encourage the chief of finners, to
give a chearful credit to the divine meflage con-
tain'd 1n my text. .

BuT without any further repetition of what
has been coffer’d under the {econd do&rine, we

muft anter upon the applicatioa of it.

Use 1. May be of imformarion in fe-eral

heads.  If it be as we have heard, that !:fus

Chrnift came into the world to fave finnerz, if
he was the very perfon that was to come ac-
cording to fcripture prophefy ; if it was neceffary
that the faviour thould be qualified as Chriit is
reprefented to be, in the preceeding difcourfes ;
and if thofe whom he does fave are true belie-
vers, penitent and holy perfons : Then from
hence we may learn many important truths,
that demaad er confideration,  Particularly,

(1.) LEARN

|

' o
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( 1.) LEARN hence, the amazing 2 of Ged
16 ls3 finners.  Man in his falien flate, had no
more right to falvation than the devils, who are
rcfcncd in everlafting chains under datknefs,
unto the judsment of the great day. And
thofe that are brought isto a ftate of falvation,
could make no better claim to it then any others
among the children of men.  But Ged has ap-
inted fome to grace and glory, thouzsh he de-
fien'd no fuch favour to ctiers, 1 THofl v. g.
Fm Ged bath not appeinied us to <wrath; butto
obtain falvation by cur Leird Fefus C/-n? To
accompiith this gracious d;ﬁfrn God Droxxlcd
an all-fufficient faviour to m a}\c fatisfaltion to
offended juftice, to repnr the injuries done to a
violated law, and expiate contracted guilt. 'When
thoufands of rams and ten thoufands of rivers
of oil cou.d not do this; when the fruit of the
body wouid not atone for the fin of the foul ;
when the cafe was reduc'd to fuch an extremity
| that God muft, either deftroy the whole human
race in hell foiever, or make his dearly be-
loved fon a cu:fe for us, he has laid the iniquities
of his people upon hlm that by his ftripes they
might be healed. Chrift hxmfclf {peaks of this
s an evidence of love beyond compare, Fobn
i, 16. For God /o loved the world, tha: be gave
bis only begotten fon, that whofocver believeth in
bim, fhould not rz{// but bave cverlafling life.
| “ ho can expr efs or concerve of the greatuefs

- of this love ? God the Father did not {end one
| €

O
..
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of his adopted fons, but ins enly begeticn fon;
the fon of his love; the fecond perion in the
adorable tiinity, to become incarnate, to do and
fuffer inftead of finreis.  Chritt came into the
world with a commiffion from his Father, and
according to the agreement between him and
the father, he was every way fitted to undertake
and go through the whole work of faving fin-
ners. This 1s fuch an aftonithing inftance of
divine love, that the apoftle thought it could
never be equal'd, Rz viii. y2. He that jpared
mot bis cswon [on, but delivered bim up for us all,
bow flal! ke nst scith Lim aifo frecly give us aid
tbings 2 God's {everity againft fin was fo great
that he did not fuwer his fon, and his love was
fo great to finners that he did not witbhdld
him. And this love is the more aftenifhing; 1
itis towards the unworthy ; yea, towards thofe

that were enemies, Rem. v. 8, 10. But God come

mendeth bis love towards us, in that while <we wert
yet firners, Chrift died for us.  Much more then
Leing now juflificd by bis blecd, we fFall be faved
from wrath tkrough bim. For if wden we were
cnemtes, we were reconciled to God by the death
of Fis fon : much more being reconciled, we frall
be faved by bis life. Divine love is glorioufly
defplay'd.in revealing fuch a fuitcble faviour to
us in the goipel, while moft of the human
world are perifhing for lack of vifion. But this
love 1s more furprizing ftill, where the  Spirit
of God {o accompanies means as to leave faving
impreffions npon fouls, (2.)

w
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2.) LearN hence, a gecd witrefs of true
cl*rr'?mm‘) There is a greater variety of opi-
nicns among profeflors, relpeftm'r the dorines
of the chriftian religion, than there is of differ-
ent denominations of proteﬁants in their forms
of worfhip and difcipline.  And many of thefe
opinions refle¢t great dithonor upon our Lord
Jefus Chrift ; particalarly, thofe that teach men
to expect acceptance with God for their faith
confider’d as a work; or on account of their
faith and obedience together. And thofe that
deny the divinity of our bleffed faviour, and re-
prefent him as a mere. creature, befides many
other dangerous errors which I-thall not take
the time to enumerate.---But "all thofe opinions
that do exalt //f, or do not exalt the enly faviour
of finners are to be obhor'd as fubverfive of true
chriftianity : all opinions that imply the infuffici-
ency of Chrift's righteoufnefs, or the fufficiency
of our own to ju{’aﬁcanon are abfolutely to be
rejeCted.  If you put o Chnift by faith, and {o
are vitally united to him in whom all fulnefs
dwells, you have that compleatnefs and perfec-
tion which is made over to you and accepted for
you. Chrift is both meritorioufly and efficaci-
oufly all things 70, and z» all thoft that are re-
generated. Being by faith one with him, you
have all for prefent fupport and future glorv
And though-haughty men fhould advance prin-
ciples ever fo contrary to what you have been
taught, or deride and banter the mo(t facred and

mlPOA tale
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important truths, yet you may reft fatisfied ; in
patience poflefs your fouls under all the fcoffs
and derifions that may be caft upon you. Your
unhappy fellow proteftants, that corrupt the
word of God, by the falfe glofles they put upon
it, have their eyes held ; and hence they fall in
with thofe damning principles that are boldly
advanced among us. While you are to pity
them in their fpiritual ignorance of the do&rines
of falvation, it becomes you to ab:de ftedfaft in
the truth ; tkat you might knzw tke leve of Chrift,
which paffeth knowledge, and that you migic be
Jfilled with all the fulnefs of God.

(3.) LEarN hence, what reafon we bave
earncftly to contend for the doéirines of the gof-
pel at 1his day. "Tis a {ad and very affeCing
confideration that many in our churches have
fallen from the great and effential truths ot the
blefled gofpel ; and that others efteem thofe
truths merely fpeculative notions, and there-
fore maintain a mixt communion one with
another, where principles even in the moft
concerning points are oppofite. By this means
the way is open'd to the utter exterpation of
the dotrines and interefts of our blefled faviour;
and to the fpreading of goifon, inftead of giv-
ing out thofe precious truths which are pgoper
food and nourithment for fouls. Now, if chrif-
tians zamely fuffer the effential dotrines of our
holy religion to be run down, as they lately
have been ; if they will not {pcak and act in &

proper
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proper way, againft thofe cominunions where
unportant principles are oppolite to each other;
what can be expected, but that ocur land will
foon be number’d with the dark places of the
earth, and our once flourithing churches will
be left unto us defolate, for the reward of our
fhame? The trimming methods taken by many,
feem to be the moft effetual that earth and
hell could take, to eclipfe the glory of the gof-
pel, and forever to hide the way of falvation by
Chrift from the eyes of perithing finners. This
keeps the Arian herefy in countenance, which
clouds the glory of Chrift, and virtually denies
the neceflity of fatisfaGion for fin. This en-
courages the Arminian herefy, which cxalts
free-will in oppofition to efficacious grace ; in-
troduces that very beafling, which the gofpel
difowns, and leads mcn to eflublifh their own
righteoufnefs, which is inconfiftent with 2 right
Jubmiffion to the righteoufnefs thatis of God by
faith.,  Arminians as well as Papifts difparage
the righteoufnefs of Chrift; fubftitute fome-
thing of theit vwn duties or endeavors in the
reom of ‘it ; fruftrate. God’s defign of exalt-
ing his own fovereignty, and of fecuring the .
honour of his mercy and holinefs together.---
Thefe,and fuch Kke errors, drag'd in and united
in . communion with thofe that hold true prin-
ciples in fpeculation, are, to me, like the dark-
nefs of hell, and the light of heaven mingled
together, Surely, it becomes us, who appre-
- . hend
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herd things in this light, earneitly to contend
for the faith, once delivered to the fair:'s; and
to take occafion from the dark clouds, f pof-
fible, to make the do&iines of falvation fhine
with a greater luftre ; that as thefe thick clouds
in our confpicuous hemiiphere, overcafting the -
glorious luminary in the firmament, ferve only
to fetoff the glory of the fun with the greater
advantaze ; fo this great darknefs n the
hemifphere of the church, might ferve, in the
event, to iet off the glory of the pure gofpel.——
I muft confefs, that thefe mixt communions re-
ferr'd to, look to -me like a confpiracy againft
the gofpel : and how can any of us think
otherwife, while a firi& adherence to the im-
portant doctrines of Chrift Jefus, together with
their prathical efhicacy upon men’s hearts, iss
{fufhcient reafon with many, to figmatize per-
fons with the name of mean, ftingy and ur-
charitable Souis ?

(4.) To come nearer to the cafe of my
hearers, learn hence, tke fafety of ail thefe that
comply with gefpel-terms of fakvatn. No ma-
Iicious {pirit or other creature, can deprive per-
fons of what a faithful God has promifed, an
all-fufhicient faviour has precur'd, and does ac-
tually beftow upon returning finners. If Jefus
Chrift came into the world to fave finners, even
the chief of them ; if heis every way qualified
to fave from the condemning guilt and the reigg-
ing power-of fin, and to bring .them to eterns)

bleflednels,




Ditc. VI #he jecond DOCTRINE. 129
bleficdnefs; and if the great deiignof his coming
cannot be fruitrated 5 who can rob foudls of
the bietfings he conters? The devit himf:lf,
bew infatiabie foever in his defires to do mil-
ciricf, knoawvs that he can’t fo much as enter into
an herd of {wine, without permitlion frem
Jetus Chmit;  1nuch lc s 15 .1e able to piuck true
chrittians ext of bis Lards. They are in the
hands of Chiit, and tha'l never perith :  tho'
they fail, they thall rite again, and h's almishty
haad fhail greicrve thcm through ﬁnth to
eternal falvotion. When Chnit ftands upon
the throne cf his mercy, and proclaims this
fath{ul faying, that &e cawe into the werld to
fave the cbzef sf finners ; anl that he that ac-
counts thxa"ia\ ing worthy of his prefent, chear-
ful acceptanon 1hall be fa ed: I fay, when he
makes this proclamation, li the powers in hell
cannot deftroy the finners thot receive it.

BuT, poor awakned Sowis, in vain do you
look tor talvation from any other quarter: your
fins and mileries are too greav .nd difmal, &
any but this almighty faviour to recover you.
And if you reject this L.vnon.;, tne fin and
~ punijhment muft be more grievous, than that
of thofe who defpifed the Law of Gu1, given
by the mediation of Mofes. O that you wouid
dul confider of this matter while the dour of
mergy flands open, and Chrift ftands at the
door of your hearts, knc. %ing and calling by
tuc imward motions of his qpnu, for ddllllt-

S tance !
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tance ! I ncel not tell you all my fears ;- but [

will freely teil you, as T have told you betore,
that it is hizhiy probable your golden opportu-
nities which you now enjov, wul feon be cver.
The appearance of things is very threatming a
this tume, and feenis to call upen every cie to
make ready for that terrible event that is to hap-
pen, as & preparative to that glory that will fuc-
cced. O let the thoughts of fuch a day roufe
you up to reverence God and fear his judg-
merts 5 to betake yourfelves to Chrift and his
covenant miercies.  There is no fafety in  dif-
regarding this gofpel-proclamation ; eipecially
now, when God fo many ways warns you of
yvour danger, and threatens to {wcep you away
with the defea of deftruction, .

(5.) LEARN hence, the greatnefs of the fin
of unbelief. The fin of unbelief is common, .
and men in general, make light of it. But our
blefled faviour fees much more evil in this fin
than men or angels can difcover; and repre-
fents it as the greatef fin, by faying, that when
the Spirit comes according to his promife, he
fhould convirce the world of fin becaufe tiey
believe not 1n bim.

Now fomething of the greatnefs of this fin
may appear from confidering a few things.
Particularly,

THE wile refleétion it is upon the GREAT
and GLor1ous GOD. The promifes of God.
in the goipel are a fufficient ground of faith;

| for
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for it 1s evident from the nature and unchanga-
blencfs of God, from the werd and oath o'
God, and from his forefipht cf all poflitle
hindrance, and his ability to remove them, that
he ftands ready, and will infuilibly make good
all his promiies to true belicvers.  God ma'r:es
ail his name, fome way or other, fubfery
the glory of prumufcd mercy ; aad his Invari-
able f.mhfulnelb in accomp.n hing  his word,
what he glories in.  What can unbeiief theap
fore, find toexcufe it feif 7 God has f{worn by
his Ar z,uf, that he will not lie unto Da<
He has made all his promifes in infinite wi/jdss,
and will fulfil them in kving-Aindncfs. But un-
belicf is areproach caft upon thefe perfeltions of
the divine nature. God has provided for the
falvation of finners, in a method to difplay his
infinite wifdom ; but, in refufing to accept of
Chrift Jefus and falvation through him, you
practically fay thatthe method is not wilely con-
triv'd. He thrcatens you with cverlaftmg de-
ftrultion, upon your contmumg in a ftate of
unbelief ;  but unbelief is an evidence that you
~don'’t really think the threatning will be ful-
fill'd. And though his holinefs, wifdom and
love, are all cngaged to accomplifh his  promifes
of grace and {alvation to rcturmng finners, yet
you wirtually fay that he 5 a liar, and in his
proclamations of peace ard good w;ll he 15 un-
worthy of credit. Every day that you live in
unbcucf you rob God of his glory and give
hine
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nim the lie.  Either you nnagiie that he has
not fent his Son intg iLe world to fave fLinners;
or that Jetus Chiitt is not the Son ;f God
ang a qu analified faviour; or that God fent him
to ceceive the world; or th*t he bas r»cmmt\d
him to devife an  hiclv religion, woithv (t all
accepration, whicl 1s vet but a lie, and #/e% has
fent the Holy Spirit to obtrude fuch a rellzion
upon men. + And s rot this to make God
the author of alie? Is it more than a mere

fageettion, as if you were afraid he had not
1poken true? Does not God, in his word, reck-
on this as the greatet injury imagiable ¢ Is it
not the boldeft provocation and affront that a
poor finner can pofiibly caft uponn God ¢ To
deny his eternal power is blafphemous ; but to
deny his holinefs, wifdom, truth and goc<nefs,
s 1nexpreffioly mare fo. God pawns his faith-
fulnefs, and therefore his love, wifdom and
holinefs, upon what he has declared in my
text ; but unbclief fays it 1s not true !

Acain, the mjurious refleCtion it is apon rhe
Lord fefus Chrift.  That Jefus Chrift is every
way fuficient, and divinely qualified to purchafe
and beftow falvation upon ilnncrs, 1s abundantly
evident from what has been offer'd under the
doltrine. And it 1s no lefs evident that he is
willing to fave all that come to him. But un-
belief practically fays that Chrift is not able to
fave ; that he 1s not a fuitable undertaker to

adiuft

.—o.

+ Vid. Mr. Henry upon 1 Jeba v, 10,
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adiaft and make up the dificrence betveen God
and finners ; that the virtue of hi: biod ard
mediation, arifine from the wortomes of s
perion, 1s net futhcient to divine aceeptance fow
fuch viic and ~uilty creatures.  Unbeliel Lo
mean opinion ot the all-fulnefs of Chiil, ond
of his readinfs to deliver the guiity, thounn be
affures us that he alwavs ﬁan\.: ro isl . Shangs
under conviction, that are fenlible of their guii:
and mifery, will not be perfwaded that Chrift is
willing to receive them, thouarh Le nvites and
calls them to come to him, and enzages t‘mt
thofe whe do comz, he will iz 22 e caft out.
They will not take his word, bat virtually charge
him with falfhood. They fet a greater value
upon their own righ equine’s thas his righte-
ouinefs : they difdain fuch @ faviour as will have
all the glory of the purchate, and cannot eadure
to haxe thetr own goodnel’s and ho')c(t endea-

vors fct afide in the matter of their skcc&ph >
with God. When God offers them his d L.car.»
beloved Son, when Chrilt has procured and
freely offers them an whole falvation, in the

11<rht of his own merits, they wd‘fully refu'a

hlm and a compliance with his propofals.

And all this, and much more guilt do finners

gh

the mu,/ztzes of therr cafe loudly call them to be.
lieve. By uabelief they fhut themfelves out of
the gracious prefence of God, and cut them-
felves off from all the fpecial blefiings of the

new

h
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new covenant. INo acceis to God the Father in
praver, nor any gracious acceptance with him, |
Lecaufe they come nct in the name of his Sen
Tefus, Joh. xiv. 17, 14. They will nct take hold
ot the name and merits of Chrift, to bring tham-
felves and fervices to God @ and hence they pre-
ail rothing, but come oftf with thame and mii-
crable ¢ Jlappomtmcnt Thev have ro hely
heavenly exercifes of religion; no fpiritual fenife
cf vor relith fer divine and eternal th mgs. They
anv

by

have nio hely converfe with God in of their
duties : if they enter into their clos ets to read
and pray; 1f they attend the fame duties in the
amily, or come iato the publick to worfhip with
he church of God. or to attend chriitian facra-
aents ; or 1f they do any other {piritual duty,
thll they do nctming to divine qcccptance. Ard
CO: uequcntlv they lie under the condemning
callt of fin; no pardon no reconciliation to
bod but Lie cxpoxcd to the fiery indignaticn of
ml!o“tv vengeance.
bESIDES, the unbelief of goipel finrers, i
exccedingly aggrevaled, which adds a vaft wemh*
to their provocations. 'They  cbftinately refufe
Chrift, their only remedy, azain#t the dreadful
threatmings of Ged's I\olv I.m' ; oganft awful
cxumplcs of deftruction ; .xomnﬁ great and pre-
cieus promifes ;  azanft the holv inftitutions of
the ccipel ; 'wami} the ﬁmm% of the Holy
kpm' with thcm i ordinances and provndcnco
and agamit ]"‘h!.\ Chritt himfclf, who has been
hited

it

'un
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lifted up for this very cnd that he might dravs
men unto him.---And all this they are ou..tv ot
without any provecation.  What ﬂ\ad\,\\ of ex-
cu'e have 'T(ipcl firners for continuing In ur-

Lehief © \\’l at have thev to alledge in then own
dcte.;cc What iniquity can tPe tind n Ged
or his Son Jetus, that they continuce to rebel
againft the ().p.da command of God ? - Has
not God a iz ]u. tc make the terms of peace
pardon arg bl cdnefs? Has he gone bevond his
Jutt p""r(\‘ VS I any dumards ma ade upen
thema? No, he has coniulted their ocod in the
propoial 'Jt a faviour, and in requiring faith in
his blood. Ilad men :1..d angeis becn to de-
vife 2 methed of falvation, t! -e) m,ukl have 1a'-
len infinitely thoit of the excellency of the way
that 1s opened in the gofpel. -

DovpTLEss i these things are
and weighed in the ballance, it will appcar, to
every one that has a right femé of fin, that tha
fin of unbelief is e\ccedmu great. --- -\ d yet, as
grcat as i is, goiye! {inners are gcmrahv 1Gien-
fitle of 1ts greatnais, and fearless of its confe-
quEr.ces. lholx. that are under awakerings
have {lings of cenicience for other fins, \xhcn
they are not t all aftected about this hn. They
miy be greatly afic@ed about their many br cach-
s of he moral law, and quite infenfible cf the
great fin of dits csardmg this faithful faying of
God, though this is the fin that thuts thcm out
f'om a covenant blefiing.

S «
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Use II. Let us e ]'I./c what intereflt we have
1n this favicur and the {alvation which he has
procured. The gefpel in our text is not a de-
claration of Gad's eternal purpofc of elelting
fome to everlatting life; nor a declaration for
whom khm1 d.ed nor a promife of the cfiec-
tun working of the 13:\' Spirit: but it 15 a de-
claration of the exf of Chrzi‘t s coming into the
world.  And thsre is no reafonzblc ;roand of
doubting but that the revealed end of his com-
mfr is truly repreic entad before us: we are affured
itis a fathful ‘&"hk, .ﬂd that 1t demands cur
prefent and ch La"tul ceptation.--- But the im-
po: tant enqulrv 1S, d I frecly and tully ac-

“ cept of Jetus \hn  as he is offered to finners
“ 1n the froipcl Do I receive and reft upen
“ him alone, forrighteoulnets and life, peace
“ and pardon, and for the ac ceptance of my
“ perfon as rizhteous i tne fightof Ged; for
‘ grace and cters al elory £ To refolve this
quethon let us briefly confider a few things, \xz.

1. ““Was I ever made fenfible that 1 ccah
“ zst beheve this faithtul faving, accerding to
““ the difcription given of truce faith in Chnﬂ o
Men under the ooipct though tuey have been
educated in true principies, vet 1cuetlv imagine
that 'tis an caiy thing to believe the golpl
Thev can believe at : any time ; aud therefore it

hetr fouls are troubled w 1thm them, they a%€
not muca ditlreis’d about the fin of um‘c‘zc’f

And inleed, if there was ne difference between
a4 commen

NEE ol
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a common fqiin and that which 1s pu.ﬂnr to
God's clect, I thou ‘i rot much wonder it cil
men einbiacd the fame epiion, and fo con-
tinied caivn taeir fns.--- But mon are genenally
under a ereat mu:ttake about the nature of I\mr‘:*
faith, and confeauently about their ahilitr to he-
heve ;3 and that 15 one rea! en Wity thev make ©
Iahit of the 1 of unbelisf. No man ever did
il commit himteli to Jetus Crritt, upor i
werd and faithifulness of God befo-e he is re-
Gezzez':c.tcd. :\Z‘x varenewed :mlcri‘,gn\.ﬂ:‘ ca
=2} exceliency and ‘vmabunc‘s m tae
Chr {*, nor have anv ipiriteal fzht of
his itaets to be the favicur of flaners.  An un-
renewed wiil cannot chuie him, nor re:t upon
him alone for ialvatien, according te thofe chz-
raltars that are given of him in the geipel
Though there i is no fores or co-aclion upen the
il \'ct there i3 io;ne*}\ru more than maornal
fw2fion which inciine: men to confent to hav

~e
‘

Chritt Terus tor an whole favioer.  There muft

be a divine power put forth upon the foui, by
which 1t is made uunng to clofe with the offer

of Chriir.  Such s the darlinefs of the uniler-

ftanding, the obitinacy of the will, and the de-
pravation of the affetions, that no man can
coms unto the Son, except the Father draws
him. Nocw, lat ns feriounily coniider whither
we have been duly tendibie of car utter. inahi-
Lty to m\L Gad the honor due to his faithiulnes,
be niv N7 credit to the veport of the Gaspel con-

I AYA)
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cerning Jefus (‘hril} tne 1aviour of finners
'Lhiz method of the Sorit’s operation upen mul\,
15 tO CONvInce }‘C of u'x‘wcLe‘, and cf the:x
imahilicy to belicve, bolor? hic cnables them to
embrace and receive Chiitt as the only ana the
ali-futhcient ‘l‘c'io v, 2nd 00 toult i wiza all
the corcerns of therr fouls,  And tiacreivre, na
Jouott, “hore inners cre moa tlate of unhbelie®
wha were never feniibie of the fin of it and of
PNenT UtheTr zne.:*ht\ to hellzve to the tuving of
‘heir feais.

2. Have I been made fanfible that it would
< be wft with God, it ie thould refuie to give
¢ me faith, upon m: beit en leavors and l‘m-\xt

”

IMProvements i an unreoencrate jlace ?
whon fouls are under the a wakenings of Gc-d's
Hely Sparit, they are put upen fhuning the ce-
cafions of fin, and = diigent m\pro"ement of
the exrornal mranc of groce. And there is fuch
pride ard ignorance i them, that they are apt
imagiue there is {0 much goodnefs in their re-
format.ons 2né duues, as to ke the premited con-
dition ef faving grace.  But finners, before they
are faved from Dn, cre made fenfibic that all
their beit duaties, though for the matter of them,
they may be thxngs which God commands, yet
becauie the p'occfd from an unfinctified hears,
and are done 1n an unfandtifiec manner, they
are finful ; and therefore cannot poflibly be the
condition of faith in Chrift Jefus. The law,
convinging them of the finfulnefs of all thei;

belt

27
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beit werxs, kills their carnzl hopes of falvation
by their own nighteoufnefs. 'I hey arc made
fenfible that thc:, have no mwral goodnefs in
God's account, to recommend them to his ac-
ceptance ; and that thofe duties were never an
appointed condition of the covenant of grace.
They are alfo, fentibic that God is rwh*eous 1n
all his requirements, and mav, @s 2 fovereien,
dnpo ¢ of his bleiiinas to whom he wiil; that
he is not Ch‘il’""CdO.\, with any mmﬁ.&, if ke
celts them oft forey er, that the zood p.calure cf
his will is the rulz of his merciful difpentations ;
that nothing out of himielf, nothing but his own
gracious Inchination moves him to beftow his
ppcml grace upon an that he 1s not indebted
to any, and th""‘to"e xt he renews, pardons and
beftows all the blefiings of falvation upon fome,
and net upon others, he cannot be accufed of in-
juftice.  They fee themftives under the donui-
iion of fin; empty of all fpiritual goed ; liable
every momer t to have the fentence of the law
exccuied upen them, and that all their projec-
tions to kelp themfelves are utterly vain; yea,
that it is utteriv impoflible for them ever to do
any thing to help thcm felves. Now, inftead of
murmuring againft God, they are aftonith’d that
‘thev are out of hell ; inftead of imazining there
is any mcral re¢titude in their w 01k\ tley WOn-
der that Ged has not cut them off and caft them
into the perdition of ungodly men, cven for
their befl duties; inftead ot mmkn‘r* God s
| ohlieti

4
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chiig’'d to them, tiev wonder at Lis infinite
crace in giving them leave to beg for merev.---
\Weil, ha WEWE \ergﬂ ¢ thole Gihan e I our
fowis, by the convincing nfuences of tie Holy
S0inE upon owr dnccnhm nes P flive we had
{hiowe dilerent apprc],cn::f ny of God, o i‘ {in, and
of our duties na tlats oF unrerensracs 1 1 not,

~~

loutildfs we are guilty of rejeciing Ul 1} and
e n nur chared J’7tI\';ui0n L0 this Gay.
3. ¢ Dors my Leart RS Vic e b

<« conaved in the text * am | TR
< tiutn of what 18 thercin aflerted ? Do I fee
g L‘LL!'L[‘C" of Chinit, arnd the fathtulnels

of God i this rcport of the geipel 7 7 Thaie
ii ao receive and rett upen (Ll jeivs accord-
1 o the cavenant of erace, have an hnward
nie hdt '1 ¢ an 1 ia vaticn are iaid u ip in him.
T h l outnd infuperable dithculties mrougn
the isnorance and }.\n\.riq els of dzul hearts,
in "cuc\mg that Chriit  Jetus came into the
world to fuve finners: tiwev could not realize
that he was every way qualtied for a faviour ;
to purchafe }vdon reace and rcconcihation ;
to give grace and giorv.  But now they are fen-
fibie of this divire truth, and are atiured of the
faithfulneis of God in the report. They fec
that the offer of Chrit and the gofpel falvation
1s made ¢ uem in }u‘-rt? cular. And thofe that
do not realize thefe things are vet in a chriftlels
condition ; thev have not received and truited
in Chrxﬂ: for falvition as he 1s offered in the

£y i W< ne
sofpel, 4.0 AM

_.;-.;g,a‘d;
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“ Aavi Teatible thatit T heartiv c:.t;l. 't
« to taxce Chrit m ail his golpcl c.h;u‘aucrzi,
¢ pothing can huxder my falvation 2 7 Thoere
are, 4s t) men, ’rm.': infuperable ditiiculties m
the wav of their i :,:k:o., which are as fu many
bars to hwader it. The juitice of Gad 1s like a
flaming {word, wiich turns ev ery way to keeo
the t"‘c cf litc; aind as long as jufuce 1s de-
manling ve:geance, no man can ftand before
Gaod. Nud,m wiil tae law of God be turn’d
Y

' L 4
1.N AL I.:,s

off withou: pe.icdt {atisfaltion to its honora;
demzands : and ver Ln o1s {o infinitely viic 1o
God's account, that tiiough a man {l hould ofler
the fruit of his body, for the {in of his focui,
both Jaw and juflice” would utterly delpite and
re, ~t it ---Eut thoie thct are partakers of the
fpum‘s orace i UUJ and breught to rcdy unon
Chritt Jetis, are ferfible that there is nothing in
the way to hindar tie {aivation of them that be-
licvs. They fee that divine jultice cannoet ninder
becaufe juitice 15 {atsfied for fuch, bv cur
Lord Ieius Chrift, who oftered himfelf a acri-
fice to God, of a fwect {melling favor.---Thcy
{ee that God's holv law cannor hinder it, becauic
he has fulfilled the law, on account of his re-
decmed ones : he was made under the '.w, and
came under the cirfe, to redeem thun that
were under the law, that they might recesve the
Spirit, the pnvxlcd ves and the blef hngs of chil-
dren.---They fee alto, that fin, the worft of evils,

cannot hinder the {alvation of them that belicve,
becaufe
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becaufe Chrift has put away the condemning
power of it, that i* fhoutd be no more an hin-
drance to their peace ard reconciliation with
God. 1Indeed, fin is not Yanithed out of the
world, but is greatly aggravated by the death of
Chrift ; and though fin is fubdued ia all true
believers, yet there are the remainders of it in
the beft of them ; and thefe re.nains of fin are
as loathfome in the fight of God, and as deferv-
ing of eternal mifery as ever. But they being
vitally united to Chrift, the new -covenant head,
he is anfwerable for them : he Las fotished the
demands of the law for all thofe, ;4 whom he
has overcome the ftrength of fin by his power
and grace.—~-But if, we are nct made fenfible
that, although men’s fins arc ever {o great, and

although the law is infinitely holy and ftri& ia -

its demands, and divine juftice is infinitely in-
cenfed with the guilty, yet, cvery hindrance
which ftood in the way of falvation, is removed,
as to thofe that believe this faithful faying of
God, we arc doubtlefs 1n a ftate of fin our-
felves. |

5. Am I inwardly fenfible that the great
‘“ difficulty in the way of my falvation, lies in
“ myown will ; that if I do not partake of the
{pecial bleffings of Chrift’s purchafe it is my
own fault, and the blame will be found to lie
“ at my door? ” fometimes thofe that have
been conftrain’d to fubmit to God as an abfolute
fovereign, and have had fuch difcoveries of the

‘ excellency

[

”

[}
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exceliency and fafety of the way of {alvation
by Chritt, that they could nct but rely upon him
alone for sll the bleﬂ"mos of grace and Glor‘;
yet have no fatistying evidence that they are mna
ftate of falvation. But they are fenfible that
Chriit is offered to ﬁnncrb, and that he is every
way fitted to fuftain tae chara&ters given him in
the gofpel, and qualified to fave the chief of fin-
nets, fuch as they fee themfeives to be. They
fee that all thofe things, which ftood in the way
of falvation, are remov'd, and every one that
confents to take Chritt as he is offered 1n the
colpel will i\ faved in a way that honors the
aw and jutticr of Ged ; that God will not re-
et them be they ever fo vile ; no, not for 2
moment, 1f tuev are now willing to be faved
upon his terms.--- Perfons under aw akenings
often think that tl‘.-s are willing to have Chntt
for their faviour, anu will not be pcrl\\ aded to
taink it poffibi:to be etherwiie, when faivation
is what they are {ceking after. . But their wiil-
ingnefs does not rdpe& Jetfus Chrit as the ob-
jc& "Tis true, they are net willing to perif]
and from a ienfc of their penmu‘g concimon
they are driven to feck Chnit, and 2n intereit
in the favor of God; but their hearts don’t
confent to have Lhnﬂ and falvaticn through
him. They are not fo fenfible of their own
vilenafs, and the loathfomenefs of all their beit
duties in the fignt of Geoa, as to be thoroughly
convinc'd that they lie juftly condemn'd to eter-
Ral

B
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nal mifery after ail ther can do in a way of
m-=ans for an efcape. Th°" are not fenhble of
the excellency .\..d faitaMenefs of Chnﬁ to fave
finners : thC\ have no fpiritual §ight cf his per
{fonal and mediatorial chara&ers ; t e virtue and
incemparable worth of his biosd in God's ac-
ccunt : and therefore they are rot witlinz to
take him for their favieur,  But true chnilisns,
w0 really confent to the terms of ihe covenant
of grace, and yet fear tlht thev b ave not truly
confented, fee themitlves inexcufahle if they
p-ruh. They have a tncxow-h convidtion that
therc is glo.icus provifi>n made for the chief of
finners ; that Jetus Chrlt s the p:r; n {poken

of by the prophets, as the trie [ . that k
IS mccmpz‘rabi\' excellent and amit: ‘b ¢in his per‘
fon and offices 3 and threrefore, though the law

1s rigorous in 1ts demands, and divine juftice
calls tor fatisfadhion, yct God can honorzbly jui-
tify them that belicve m Chriit Jefus. All ob-

]thons arifing from ‘hie grea itnefs of their fins,
the firi@nefs of the law ‘.rd the mﬁxcc of God
are taken away ;  and thev have fuch a fenfe of
the fithfolneds of God in the proctamations of

pcu.;c parden and faivation by Chrift, that the

annot but acknowledge, if they wou]d perith at
L.{‘ they are Mr-ucﬁrm ers. And unlefs we
are brouckt to juflifv God ; to fee h's truth and
f1 ithiuiness mne p*om*“‘ of falvation ; to be
fepfible of the divine futhdiency of Jciuh Chrift
w fve the chjcf ot finners, and therefore that
the
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the fauit lics at our own doorif we are not
faved, we have not vet received Jefus Christ as
he 13 o‘ﬁrcd to us 11 the Gotpel.

¢. DJ I feel a great .md biclled change
“ mide n the facucies of mvoal ?” There
are 10 naw facaltes created in regzencration
bu: all ths'e facultes which God his ;.irmdy
created, are rencwad. The underilanding 13
{avingly ennghtnad, to know God and his fon
Jctus, and t]h, t],m"a that are freely given us of
Gol. The willis renewed and pow vei ful! y do-
termined to that which is good. God takes
away the ftubbornnefs of the heart, that would
reccive no kind imprefiions from the word, pio-
vinohee, or commoa influences of the Holy
Spirit - and gives another tempar and inclina-
tiun of ‘xeait, quite different from the foimer.
Before this change, men harden themfelves, un-
der all difpenfations, through the deccitfulnels of
fin; butafter this change, they hearken to God’s
law, tremble at his threatnings, comply with the
inclinaunne of his providence, and are difpofed
to walk in newnefs of life and new obedience.
They are 1nade willing andable to anfwer God’s
call, and to accept the grace and falvation that
is offered them. God purges their hearts from
all their idolatry and wickednefs, and inclines
them to love and truft in him; to fearand
honot him, and live in all holy obedience to his
conmmands. 'We do but deceive ourielves there-
fore, if we flatter ourfelves that we have receiv’d

| Vv Chrift

C A T—
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Chriit as he is offercd in the gofpel, and fo are
brought into a ftate of falvation by him, unlefs

we have experienc’d this great and happy change -

in our minds and th: difpofition of our hearts,
Can we be partakers in this {pecial faivation, and
vet have no apprehenfions of the glory of the
divine perfections, the exceliency of Chrift, the
finfulnefs of fin, and the vanity of the world,
different from what we had before ? No, faith
fets all thefe in a proper light, and has genuine
effc@®s. If we are in a itate of falvation, we
have been convinc'd of the moral re@itude and
clory of the divine attributes ; convinc'd of the
exceilency of his loving-kindnefs; of the pre-
cioufnefs and all-fufficient righteoufnefs of his
{on, and of the faithtulnefs of his word and of-
fersof mercy. Hence, we cannot but love God
and abhor all fin.  Under fuch difcoveries, we
cannot but fee abundant reafon to lie in the duft

before God and fubmit to his all-difpofing hand; .

we cannct but facrifice all our time and tallents,
our names and worldly interefts to his glory ;
we cannot but look down upen this bewitching
world and all its entertainments with holy dif-
dain. Now the faints of God are, in our efteem,
the excellent ones of the earth ; and the hcly

faviour, that ornament of heaven is our defire,

truft and conftant delight. Now we fee abund-
ant reafon to make the glory of God our chief
end, and love to abafe ourfelves before him.
And though, before we were converted, we had

an

)
!
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an averfion to holy living, becaufe we were un-
der the reigning power of fin; yet, if we arein
a flatc of grace, now we arc habitually inclin'd
to chiriftian obedience. 'We efteem all the com-
mands of the Lord, to be taithful; and therefore
whatever we loofe by obeying them, we chufe
to walk in them all, without rebuke before him
in love. _

THuese, fellow-profeflors, are fome, among
many things, by which we may try ourfelves.
And now let us retire from the noife and bufi-
nefs of the world, that nothing might interrupt
us ; let us fummeon ourfelves before God, and
| with the utmoft ferioufnefs and refolution enter
- upon the work ; and if poflible get the matter
' well {ettled in our own minds, whither we are
' the faved of the Lord, or not. Divine judg-

ments, and more awful threatnings of the na-
tion and this land, and fo, of every onc of us,
| call upon us to fee that an intereft in the {pecial
favor of God is fecured to us. The very defign:
- of God's judgments and threatnings of venge-
ance is that we fhould earch and try our ways,
and turn again to the Lord : and if we have
been carelefs about the moft interefting affair, in
the time of peace and profperity, furely it be-
|comes us to be wifer in the day of evil. "Tis
' true, if we are in a ftate of falvation, we are
fafe in the hands of Chrift, the city of refuge.
. Though nation lift up fword againft nation, or
- the carth be moved out of its place, all fhall
{erve
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ferve te bring us rearer to God, and tipen us
for clory : l‘ut a8 e muy iave cur part n the
ccmmon calamitics, or in thefe that hang over
and jorely thrc-utcn .1 finful peopic ; fo 1t h151n y
corcerns us to {ee whither we are 1 a fafe tate
or ne. It has been ccmmeon with the gedly, to
fcarch into the grounds of their Lope, ina time
cf general calk ~nntv : O that every one of us

nay erguire duxgﬂmlv and in gocd carnedt, whi-
ther God has called us by his grace, and faved us
by husion Jefus ; that we mnght be happy now
in the l\nowledrc of it, and triumphin it when
we are called to pait with all things herc below,
and enter upon our everiafling flate.




4

Dic. VIL #2¢ feesnd DOCTRINE.,  no
OOOODGIOVHIVVVOBROITGHIOTD

Discoursge VI

SUOUBTCHRULVOPCOSLLVEETOT O

I. Tiag. L. 5.

Tln.) 15 2 [(’h'{lf’l'] /(I\!”\, J’hi" "f]\’ (’f (511 ac-

copiaricn, that Chrifl j’z JUS Cakie into the werli
13 Jave finners 5 of whom I am clicf.

\ T E were upon the 1pnhc1t10n of the fecord
a:ifrine, in the morning, in diverfe infer-
ences, and a ufe of examination.

Axp now, to thut up the whole upon cur
text, for the prefent, let us attend to the

THirD and latt. Use, which s of exbertarion,
and that i few9 branctes.

L. Yo tuch as do cordrally receice VL fus Clri?
m his gotpel charaters, and paertake in that /p -
ctal faivation which he has wrought out tor fin-
ners,. I h0pc that many in this aflembly have
received the fpecial grace of God, and do placc
their entire depend&nce upon the blood and righ-
teounfniefs of Chnit Jefus; that they have a good
hope, through grace, that God wnl teach, mude
and uphold them in this worid, and be “their
everlafting inheritance in a betten . But let us
confider, that we are not only called to partake
in the privileges of Chrift's friends, and to make

Protcﬁlon
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a profeffion of his name, but that we are under
{pecial obligations to live'as becomes the gofpel,
and to adorn the do&rine of God our faviour,
in all things. Therefore let us, by all means, en-
deavor to anfwer the reafenable expelations of
beaven concerning us. 'We are uot our.cwn, for
we are bought with the precious blood of Chrift,
as of a lamb, without blemith, and without fpot,
and if we are the redeemed of the Lord, we have
the Spirit of Chrift, and he teaches us to die,
refpeting fin, and to live, refpe&ing righteouf-
neis. Were we indeed left to ourielves, we
might live as others do, profefiing to know Chuift
Jefus and the power of his refurrection, and yet
in works deny himn ; but, blefled ke God, the

cafe is quite otherwife. Others may make plau-

|

fible pretences of being partakers in that {pecial -

grace and falvation, which Jefus Chrift has pur-
chafed with his blood : ¢ they may have great
zeal, and want integrity ; promife much, and

perform the contrary ; be virgins with lamps, -

and yet want oil; feem lively faints, and be dead
finners.” The confideration of the many mif-
takes men run into, in judging of their ftate, by
which they finally mifcarry, thould excite us to
the ftriCteft care and jealoufy in dealing with our
own fouls. But if we are, indeed, the fubjects

of fpecial grace, and partakers in the {pecial blef~

fings of the new covenant, it highly becomes ‘us
to improve the grace which God has given us,

in the beft manner, St. Par/ argues from the -

<hoicef*

-
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choiceft bleflings that true chriftians are favored
with, and thofe that efteCtually fecure them from
eternal mifery, to their living devoted to God ;
Tit. ii. 11, 12. For the grace of God rhat bring-
eth lalvation, hath appeared to all men. Teach-
ing us, that denying ungodlinefs and worldly lufis.
awe fLouid e foberly, righteoufly, and gedly in this
prefent world 5 Rom. vi. 13, 14. Neitber yield
yeyour members as inflruments of unrighteoufnefs
unto fin = but yield your felves unto Ged, as thofe
that are alive from the dead 5 - and your members
as inlruments of righteoufnefs unto God.  Fer fin
fhall not have dowsznion over you: for ye are not un-
der thelaw,but under grace. 'Tis true, there are
remainsof fin in thebeft of us; but how fhall we
who are delivered from the condemning guilt ot
fin by the fatistaction of Chirft; how thall we, who
are made the fubjets of: {pecial grace, how thall
~ we now live any longer, under the command of
fin and fatan... Are we delivered from the law
as 2 covenant of works, and are we now the.
Lord’s free men ? Let us. then, yield ourfelves
uhto God, as thofe that are alive unto God : let
us bequeath and dedicate.ourfelves to the fervice
of God, and not be remifs in our improvements.
Let mortification be our work while any fin re-
mains ; let us be more renewed in our minds,
and our works be more perfect.---Thus the Holy
Ghoft argues for univerfal holinefs, from the a-
bounding of free and fovereign grace, in the fal-
vation of finners.  ‘Thefe are che proper motives,

and
| S
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and O let them duly operate on our mmds, by
the grace of God given us.

Axp though we have given fome p.rtxculr
exhortations and couniels to believers, under the
firft doCtrine; yet there are fome others referved
to this place, which we are now to attend to.

Particularly,

LABOUR 75 get the evicinces of veur feving in-
tereft 1n (! .-rg,'.f, cleared wp to vour own fouls.
This mav be known 1n tLe dnhzent ufe of
pointed means, as was obierved in evidencing thc
lait doftrine.  And 1t is the duty of every true .
believer, to do his rtinoft in a wav of means, to -
gain fome further degrees of light conccrmm;’
his ftate, than he hasalready at tamed for manvy
other duties depend upon a iattsf';-ﬂorv evidence
of intereft.---1f you have not a clear conviction
of your faving intereft in Chrift,how can you 30
with conﬁdcncc to God as your heavenly father?
If you have not a comfortable evidence of this,
child-like love and delight in God will be grcq*ly
check’d, and obedience to his commands wil! be
the lefs evangelical. If your evidences are cloud-
ed,in whata poox manner will you acknowledgc
and praife the glorious author of this falvation ;
and how will sou ;mprove the grace that you
have alrcadv receivedt The foundatxon of pr:ufc
for'mercies, lics in the knowledge of h«vmg re-
ceived them;  and the. found'ttmn of 1mprov'ng
and growing in grace, in fome fenfe, "depends
upon the evidencesof being in a ftate of grace.--

, Thcxdoxc
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Therefore rouie up, drowiy chritian, ard be in
earncit to gain a clear and gofpei perfwafion of
your 7n-besng in Chrift.  And to this end, medi-
tatc more and more upon the excellencies of
Chrift and the infinite value of his facrifice. Go
down into his grave, and, by faith, dweil upon
his abaiement:  follow him to his throne, and,
by faith, confider his exaltation.  View lnm God
over ail, bletied terever, united to the man Chnit
Jﬁ‘x us 3 view his qualifications to {uttain the of-
fice of a mediator.  Carry him with vou 1a ail
your humbiiigs for fin: when you wouldmeurn
for vour backildings, for vour indwelling fin,
and tor your often infirmaties. bezin with Cnr;ﬁ
and 1> from him ga down _upon fin. Labour to
mortifv all vour ‘carnal affe@tioss, and hearken
to the Lord when he fpeaks pesce to your fouls.-~
The more you fce ot God's aftonifhing love to
finners, ¢ are fatisfattion vou will have of
vour intere! } 1n hl; favor : and where will vou
tee fo mach of hislove, as in the perfon and na-
tures, the humiiation and exa‘tanon of Chnit?
Where can vou fee fo much of the vilenefs of
{in, a3 in the abaferment of Chrift 7 What way
can vou tike fo proper, for getting a folid per-
{wation of vour mtcreﬁ 153 L.hrxft, as the morti-
fication of carnal affeionsand tubmitiion toGod ?
And what is more fuitable tor a believer, than to
hearken to Chritt when he fpeaks peace ?
Acary, flav vear fexle spon God, i every
condition of "'/ . Is k‘nﬁ Chat faved vou
\\r f ERIR
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from tho'e evils, and entitled vou ¢o thofe blei-
finzs that have becn enumer ved ? Then you
i nl in a peculiar relaticn to God, and are pe-
culiarly f avord cn that accourt.  As a father
Ged loves and honors veu ; as a father he de-
‘-3}1& i you, and gives vou accefs to him ; ss
o jather he hears yeur Lelievi Ing prayers, gr'es
vou an inherttance and all need cd ground of {up-
port As a king he has undertal\ °n to prcte&
and preferve in all dangers and difficult fervices ;
to fiait tor vou and x.eftrcv all vour encmies Cor‘-
vou. Ilzis benevolent and rea Jy to help veu
»..u.i opf‘nl t5 converle and ivmpa t}x!
*:.th vou 1n ail veur {orrews, and counfel you :
all veur perplt\.tm Hz 1s ready to pmd-*n an d‘
t:-t'*" you from ali vour iins, upen a freih ag-
DL:J.t:on to Chrutt ‘c*dv to renew and ftrmé-
then vou in the inner man, day by dav, and wiil
conduct veu afely to a tate of uninterrupted
blefiednes.  Thersfore
C"PPO sE tou meet with fome heavy ",f."'iu i-
q this p'e{*‘nt hfe 7 Are vou or apph with:
1

g

! ome furprizing and unexped 'Ec:l trinl ? i:‘::*;w
rour ipmts are greatly oppreifed and alme st ox-
hauvfted by 1t, and you are ready to think that
all is go ng: anda what gives the keeneil edge
to the difpenfation, is that vou cannot find out
the reaftn of 1t.---But it you have traly received
and refted upon Jefus Chritt acu,rd‘ng tc the
tenor of the covenant of grace, tl‘mmh difper-
faions are chargad, t(J)i: hicart is not at

AN
Qi

(
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-all changed towards you. He knows what he

15 dolr‘g, and for what wife and holy end: his
eye is cver upon you, and he will give afafe and
happv itiue of all.

Or, arc you under the bidings ¢f Gsd's face ?
Doss Ged in wifdom and ughteouineis turn
from you, and lecave you under fore defertion ?
Are you deftitute of the tckens of Lis favor, and
prefsd undcr the burden of his d'fpleafure 4
Well, have you not a mghty faviour, whe,
the virtue of his meritarious 1.1crxmc 1S now at
the rizht hard of the Father intercceding for
.you ? “Cannot he that Las faved you Irom the
;;unt and dominion of i1, p"°\'.1n to featter the
darknefs that lies upen your fpirits and return

. yOur mtcrruptcd ov » O then, under thefe dif-
pon dings and dejections of ipinit, endeavour to
fix your faith and hopc in the moﬂ exceilent and
ami: b;\. perfections of Ged ; efpecially in his
coverant love and f:uthfumeis declar’d, in his
.word ; and f{trive to realize your intereft in him,

who, bv the mediation of his fon, is reconciled
to you.

Og, are vou fercly buffet2d by fatan, tha: ene-
my of all rmhteomne(s and "ofpcl aeace ? - Does
that fou! hcnd, armed with m'zixce policy and
power, fall upon you, as a roaring hon ieeking
to devour, at ieait to difturb you : E But if you
lcok unto Chrift Jefus, vour fav iour, will he ne:
relieve you ? He has alreadv turned him out of
Lis dominion in your fouls ; not only by reftrain-

Ing
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ing and preventing the effeéts of hi; maiice and
power, but by communicatiens or divine grace
to give vou an innate hatred ot his ways. erely
then you have futhcient crcou.a«*mcn* to wait
upon the Lord, cxpc@mw that as he has treed
you {from the dominien of fin and {atan, {o he
will deliver you frem his maliicus temptatiors,
or {uppert and {trengthen you under tham.
"Tis your duty and pmv]c:; , under any  ap-
tations, to look unto Chritt jetu .,\\’I".u will bruile
him ttill more and more under vour feet. Chitit
Knows I.ew to reltiain the gc,\’ve., and CJefeat
the policy of ;hx:, cutragicus and ma'iiicus ene-
my. And theough, at times, Ged ifuter: Lim
jorely to buffet you, ard femetimes to galn
'Tr(‘uud vpon you; vet hewill deliver vou trom
every cvil; give you com pm:lt victory at la &,md
atrlumph;. it intredu@ion o a celcftial and
aloficus nheritance.

Or, are you under tFe accufaiicns of corfes-
¢rce on acceunt of fin? you have the more need
to reiy upon Ged in Chiiit that he weuld purge
away FUBTE quity ; break the pesver of fin mare

and more, and keep you from backflidings .cr
the tims o ccme. But as I have confice:'d
{cmething of this under the frt deéirine

I pats cn to fay,

Acalx, that you cught to get mcre acquain-
tance <tk the priveleges of your ﬂate Amonyg
ctiier means, whxch ‘God makes . ‘e of to pre-
ferve his chuldren from apoftacies, cne is. 2

thorowh
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thorough acquamtamc with thar pr'\l, 3T
j’abn vo 13 Thole thougs Laze I .u.,fu. 2719
you that oo [u o0 on tice nane Cf A j&/’l 5; "Gl ; 3
that ye may kugw that ye bawe eterma! /1/‘ and
that ye may belicve on the newe of tioe fonof Ged.
You have indeed many finful infirmities, and are
often falling under mult but being ;uttified your
title remains fure. And though voa have much
indwelling fin_and many 1pmtual enemies, yet
the grace of Chritt is wrought in vou, and his
grace will be futhcient for you to carry you a-
long till you arrive fately n glory, 2 Cor. v. 1, 8,
For ace kusw that 1f cur eart m’) /’075[’ o}‘ this
I‘Gét’l'udu& Wer'e u./ﬁ ;u{, W /’{;"l‘r’ 174 l’J! “0‘ f‘f
sod, an boufe ant made it band:, eternal : zz the
beavens.  We are cenfident, 1 jay, and ‘:cz.'."nr ra-
ther to be abfent from the bady, and to ke /"”/ né
with tte Lerd @ You will be immediately with
Chrft, when your fouls are fcpemfefi from vour
bodics, and mconruvably }nppv in the prefence
and enjoyment cf him.  And it the gracious pre-
fenice of Chritt is more defirable than any, or all
the cmm ments of time and fenfe, what muft the
mieience of his glory be, but fulnefs of joy and
1mmortal plm-d 23 ? It his gracious preie 1cC
beautifics his temnle hiere below, and makes all
his helv ordinances £ amiab! e, that we are con-
ftrain'd to fav, 11 our hearts, 1f 45 good for wus 12
be bere ; O how glorioufly bleiled will it be, tor
you to fee him face to tace, without an interver.=

ing cioud, or any thing to interrupt your cc n-
munion
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munion forever? If communion with the rather
and the Son and the Iloly Spirit, 1s fo very en-
tertaining, as you fometimes find 1t under the
means of grace, and efpeciaily at the facramental
table ; what will it be to have communion with
them in a ftate of glory, and fit down in his
kingdom forever ! --- Thus to mcditate upon
thefc, and other privileges contained in that fal-
vation which Chrift has procured, and will be-
ftow upon you, may be of eminent advantage on
many accounts ; but efpecially, to relieve your
minds under the preflures of afHliction and temp-
tation, and to encourage your heaits to fight the
good fight of faith and go on fighting, till you
have got the crown. O when you fee the hepe -
of your calling, with what holy courage will you
prefs forward, and that without fainting ? - Here
Chrift comes and faves.you in a-tine of need ;
but hereafter he will appear in his glory, and give
you the open vifion and moft delightful and ever-
lafting fruition of himfelf. O if you had a better
acquaintance with the rich bleflinge of your ftate
and title, you would prize Chrift Jefus more and
ferve him better. -
AGAIN, be concern'd to knesw and careful to
promote the intereft of Chrift in the World.
Miftaken apprehenfions about duty, have created
abundance of confufion in the church of God :
they frequently excite a warm, but blind zeal,
which often proves deftru@ive to the true inte-

reft of Chrift among men. ’'Tisamazing to fe:
the
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-,

the heat ot Arerraiar: iz, and the heatof En’iu-

fafm, both tending to premote a caufe againtt

Chnift at this day.  But thoic that have receired
Chnft are rot to be indifterent tecaufe others
havc blind zeal : the 1%riptur€5 are an Infailible
rule of faith and praclice ; and the providence
of God may dir c& you 1a timing duty. And
having found out thc way, and m\cd upon the
proper feafon of action, vou muft be careful to
promote the kingdem of Chrift a mong men. It
you are the lmppv fubrects of f} ecial crace, and
partake in thole bletiings of falvation that have
tcen hinted at 1n przcecc‘.ing difcourfes, the true
ntereft of Chrift will lie rear your hearts.  The
faving knowledge of God in Chrift, gradually
fils e foul \mh love and holinefs; an rd as there
15 an increafe of thele, there will be enlarged de-
fires to promote the redcemer’s kingdom. O get
more fuqaent and further difcoveries of the cx-
ceilency and glory of Chrift, and you will think
more hightly of his caufe. ngh degrees f grace

have Cnhroed defires for the Lhonot md advances
meni of Lhrlﬂ and wii! (’.C'nie ways to fery

Chrift 1, and fiecly confecrate 2ll to him.
““ Surely I can never do tco much, never do c-
‘« noucrh for Chrift, fays the deveted foul, who
has infinite! 'y condefeended to fave me. 1
have received ail this f2ivatien frem Cbrd

and fhll expet inconceivably mere 5 and l
« Idcny him any tlfmor that he has, p Ut Into ¢
“"lands, wny time or tallents that he has ent v(}—

‘ Q\l
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ed me with ? O who could (iure I cannot)
lcok upon any thing as tending to promote
his kingdem, and not have hl:. heart burn
*within him. O ’tis impotiibis that any but
the evil and unthankful thould think much
of anv thing done for Chrit ! 7
Fixarry, Live piove b5 the gy of Ged. Live
more conhantly i the reshzing views of his
glorionfuefs, and thzn vou will acl\no\x ieae him
tobe what he i is, and think it an honor to pcak of
his praiies, and te confefs that ke 13 worthy to re-
ceive all honor, glorv, might ind mmc!‘ty You
wiil confefs that all the glory, giits and dignity
you have received above others, are freely given
you of God. You will wiliingly abafe \LU"ILI\“S
and acknowlege your own meannefs: ard vilenefs;
and you will opu)ly acknowlege the true religi-
on, and thofe {pecial and important de&lrines of
the geipel which are opposd.  Yea, if you live
more to the glory of God, veu will fhine brighter
in relative and ftational dutics; be more and more
mortified ; pride, envy, and all 1piritual and car-
nal luft will die daily within you : You wiil be
more veaned from the world.and liv. inore care-
fully in the practice of rig hteouinefs and true ho-
lineis. And 2ll thele thmg> vou will obferve and
detire from a fupreme Jove to God and regard to
his declarative crlor" ---\Lw, are you not under
the higheft ‘3 izations thus to live unto God ?
Yea, s not hvmg to the clory of God, in this
manner, a part of that falvation which Jefus

Chritt
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Chrift has pr archa‘ed for \'ou * Is it not for this
end, that he rencwd aind fandified vou > Are
you fome of thote ﬁnnerv, that are bleffed with
pardoning and renewing grace ! Then vou are
premred and defigned f')r this end : the reat
thing in view is, that vou thouid fhew forth the
praifes of him that has cailed vou. But 1f\ox are
not fruitiul 1n good works, how do vou glorify
God ? Unfruitfalnefs is a profiical 11\, m\* that
thare is but very hittle amix ole and w orthy in God
the Father and in his Son Chuf} Jefus ; very little
good to be had from them ; butliittle in them,
and in that falvation you par ta\e in.

2. To fuch as hae bitherts <vithflosd an of~

fered favizur, and negle@ed the grear falvation.

I have addrefs'd my {elf fo often to perlons ina
ftate of finful nature and feveral times in thefe
difcourfes, that fome may thirk ftrange that I
thould offer a word more to them. But be it
{o, that you had heard the {ame things (and if in
the fame words) fcores of times, yet how fhall I
conclude without {peaking once more, and more
particularly than before ? Minifters are to be in-
ftant in feafon and out of feafon ; offering matter
of conviction to fuch as gainfay the truth, rcbuk-
ing all forts of finners, perfuading with a {pirit of
meeknefs and lontr-fuﬁ'ermg And O that God
would give all pretent, who are yet chriftlefs,

eyes to fee,ears to hear,and hearts to underftand,

that the word might be quick and powerful unte
them, fharper than a two-edged {word, piercing
even to the dividing afunder of foul and fpirit ;

X te
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to thow them what thev are, and to charge the |
truth home upon them ! |

(1.) I Have a word to leave with unawakned
finners. How many, in this day of general con-
cern, are of this {fort God only knows : but who-
ever they be, the precious truths that have been
oifered may ferve for convincing and alarming
their {tupified confciences. For being yet in your
fins, yet without God and without Chritt in the
world, there is a heavy yoke lying upon vou,
which neither you nor other finners will be abje
to bear. Chrift is the end of the law for righ-
teoufnefs, to them that receive and reft upon him
alone for falvation : he hag taken the law upon
himfelf as a covenant, and born the curfe of it ;
but you are yet under the law,and therefore un-
der the curfe.

‘THE law requires perfeéf obedience of vou as
the ccadition of life. It promifes life wpon no
other conditions, and will not abate cne jot or
tittle of its demands. There is no other way of
acceptance with God, under the covenant of
works, but perfe&, pe-fonal and perpetual cbedi-
ence. The law will not make any abatement ;
it will give no mixtures of mercy upon imper-
fect obedience, nor hope of pardon upon the leaft
breach. 'Tis like a fevere creditor, who takes the
poor debtor by the throat, faying, pay what ihou
sweff. And if you cannot anfwer its full de-
mands, it will reject all your works as damning
fms. Rem. 1il. 10. As it is written, there 15 none
righteous, no not one.  Now, have you any ability

{c
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to anfwer the 1ni& requ"“mcrm of the L\v
when 1t forbids the leatt fin RpON par of dam-
nation, and lavs the burden of &uo upon vou,
without prov td.n" any itrength, ither to avoid
the fin or perto. m the dut\ It o, then you
can never be faved, nor eiupc ¢il, while yeu
defpite and reject ‘hc Lord JeiusC hru’t There
was fuch a ncccﬂitv of the law’s demands being
anf{wer'd, poth in its precepts and thrcatn,ng%
that Chrift came 1nto the world on that errand,
that fo, by his cobedience and {uffenings, thofe
might be faved, who fheuld believe in his name.
And if God ﬁ’\od io much upon the honor cf his
law, as tc make no Qbatcmenta of it even to his
only begotten and dearly beloved Sen, how ex-
ceeding “unreafonable is it for You to nnaome that
he fhouid abate anv of its rigor to vou Depcnd
upon i, nothing w il be accepted at vour hands
but perfet o‘\edxencc ince you defpife the Son
of God. And inalmuch as you are already no-
torious breakers and deipiers of the law, yo
may expect that it will carry you before God as
| an 1mpartial judge, there te receive the fentence
it pafies on all oﬁ‘cndc:s You have broke away
from your rightful fovereign, but God’s officer
will fetch you 1 back to receive your due reward.
| All that you can fuffer in this pafiing world, will
not, in any meature, fatisfy for the injuries done
to the honor of Ged by viclating his holy law.
Nay, after you have lain weltcnng in nell-fire
millions of ages, the law will not be fatisfied, and
~ therefore you can never get from under it, Then

!‘. ’ it
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vl torce you to mdﬂe nd condemn yeuriclves
for tiy, thy vou ihould be let 3t ve, to live at
exe in 2o all the days of vour lire. You m;‘:y

plets vourielies in veur prefent uncencerned and

ﬁ*wd frame cf ipintg, and not lav thefe things o

vour n&.rt, nor runcm“cr the latter end ; you
arc wiiling to fleep on n fecurity : and nct wake
to {ve vour dmocr, even now the earch groans
under the burden of iia that is upon it : but the
law will, by and by, come upcm you like an arm-
ed man, and forcc vou to judee and condemn
vourieives, and fll yeur m.ul'\ fouls with incon-
ac. adie anguith and Iurpqz\. Tho' cuitom 1n

iinuing has awful v worn out the power of con-

fcience for the prcie it, yet it will rouze up, like

a lion out ef hus fleep, when the authority of the !

-

L3y feizes upen 1t

O THEN, what a ditmal cendition will you
fcon find veurfeives in, if you go on in carnal
fecurity a little lenger : Your underﬂandm** and
imaginations wiil be employ'd in viewing the
tremendous majelt ty of the great lawgiver,.and

the avenging curfe of his firi& and holy law,.

D
your memories wiil be f{tored with a frefh and

piercino- remembrance of all the fins of youth
and riper yeass, with all their dreadful and tor-
menting agoravatxon ~ All the faculties of your
fouls will become vefiels of wrath and be enrag-
ed with difpair.  Deipite the law if you darc 3
but then, confider whither you don’t make a fot-

tith bargain, to fell your fouls for the enjoyment
of carnal eafk and pleafure, or for the honors or

interefts J
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interells of the \\'orld > Wil anv o wofe temporai enjox-

ments or amuf‘m‘"us, compentuie for the hiting rep: oaches of
an C"'J“&- k"ﬂff-t’nmm beH C ¢ ceaideor this, ve that torget
God, izat he tare yeuin pieces and there e noneto daliv o1

:2 LET arvadeadmers 2y fo Chiid jefus that they may
be l.hcd. Some of Vel ‘;-c:fm to fcel the i ‘crj ot veur ﬁ"tc
as you e under the wrath «f GGod; and, g".!‘."\:, the law h:s
got fuch hold of fume oF vour heaits, that it fpoils a'l vour
duties.---You fee thet vour condition is maitferable. Your luttis
fill after idols, but the terrars of the Lmd make you afiaid.
You car’ te'u ov your ints voith that p! o vzre and fivestheds that
you would do, becaufe the fenzencs of the l'm' and the awtul
threatning of almizhty vengeance puiive you. and force youto
tatte lermthma of the bitternais of fin, and to attend fome du-
ties. 1 his, I believe, is truh tie cae with many in this af-
fembdly, who )et continue in their fns, reedting t‘re onlv reme
dv provided for help, O fuil dowa heforeGod and D(;:; O ‘g
with importunity for a prefent frht and fenfe of the fathiulnets
of God in the gofpel of my ext.  Are vou ienlible cof the
mcclmy of tmh and of the hindrances that fand in the way of
falvation ! Are you bourn down with fome {enfe of the fin ot
unbelief, and the impofiitility of your chafing Chiriil to be your
faviour, till God reveals him 74 \ou? W dl as veu'd have the
forgivenefs of {ins and a title to erernal life 5 as you'd be qua-
lificd for the enicvment of God and the felicities of the com-
ing world, you ‘muft chufe Chrift for your fuviour, and reft
upon him alone for falvation as he is offered in the ecipel. O
therefore beg, cry earneltly to God, that he would new put
forth his mighty powcr and draw you in.--- Sm'cl\", s ot
impaffible but youmay be faved from ll your fins,frem the guilt
defiiement and powct of them. And why may not this hap-
pv change of your ftate be now, as well as in any future {za-
fon ? Now God is ¢ alling you by his awakening prosidences ;
now he is exciting his minifters to be morc unportuinate with
you ; now you enjoy many opportunities of hearung the word
di(pen’ d, in feafon and out of fcafon ; now the Spirit of all
grace is ftrnving with you, and now you are arreflcd by the
law and made fenfible of your mifery. Bchold, now is the
accepted time, now is the day of faivation : whilit Chritt is
fpeaking to you, whillt he ftands at the door and knocks and

: ! .
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caiis after you ; to-dav if vou will hear his voice, harden nzt
your nearts ; now is the dz of vour appo:m'ﬁtv andthis day
wiil net jatt alwavs, therefore improve it while it is called to-
day. Now you hear that Jetus Chrift came into the world to
fave finness ; veu hear that the chief of fiarers have been
made the moft cminent jaints 3 o U hear that the nvitations
ci the goipe! are given out by a farthiut God thar ftands ready
to make good his word : “tis a word that vou may depend
upon, an d it deferves your prefcatattention. O venture now
upon that God that has promiicd ; now make a2 trai of hs
fa:thfuinels ; now fee if he will net be as good as his word
now down with the unbeief of vour hearts; down with th's
fLPUaxm“ wail, that the & gz of glory may come .

Axp for further mative \om.\.er, that notwithttanding the
feverity of the law, notwithit tanding vour paft obftinacy in
refuli fiing Choit and his falvation, vet theterms of descr and \.;-
i /s are Fil kept openunie yiu. \Vhatever eife you find writ-
ten in the b,blc, this St. Pz’ afferts in my feas, that Jefts
Chrift came int> woild to fave finners , and that there «Iad ad-
tngs demand the prefent and chearfu! xccep\ztm of !l men.
And this mefl: ge belongs to you in p racuiar,  There is ro
fuch meffage ferit to thc fi: 1mmT angels, but thev are referved
n everlating chains, under da ‘(mi\ ‘unto the judgment of
the great da\' Th:re is no fuch goed news fent-to thofe that
are alread} dead from under the light of the gofpel, who died
1n the negizCt of the great falvation, but the} have their por-
tion in eterna) and remcddcfs difpair. Thereis nio fuch mefs
fage fent to fuch as are entively deftitute of all the means of
grace, who dwell in thofe dark’ places of the earth which are
full of the habitations os crueity. There is no fuch m*ﬂ'age
fent to them that have {inned the fin unto death; for that fin
can never be forgiven in this world or the wcild to come.---
But this mercy and falvation is ofiered to You. God himfelf
comes 2nd makes you the offer. O the amazing love and
condefcention of God ! Read his gracious words, and fee vour
warrant to come, f/ai. v.1---4. See the leve of that God who
looks uponall fin with infinice abhorrance ; that God whole
iows and authority you have trampled under vour feet: whofe
rame you have defpifed, and whofe dearly oeloved i'on)ou have

hit hc*to refyfed: yet thisgreatand blefled God ispleafed tp make
you
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veu one offer more of his Chriil and the crear lvation which
be has purchmiad with his bloodi---Andis it 2 fmell matter
to withitand fuch wanderfui lovo and fuch amazing condeteen-
tion ¢ Isitalichumatterto defiie the precious blood of the ton
otGod 7 O wil! vou fhut vou: fcf\ ¢s cutfrom alithe richbletEngs
shat Chrit has pnx"rt\i at an wiiRite expence, and leave your
proviQus fouis to amwer for it ta the great dav of accounts ?
O the pmu.nm of God towards fuch turners | Some of vou are
greater ium:rs than manv that are now, deubt!ci\, in hedl ;
and “tis 2 wonider that God bas not seat YOU LiD, long bc.c«rc.
now, to blackixis of Jarknets torever. But vou are vet alive,
vet undler the means of grace, and Gud s vetinviting you to
Jook usto Chuidt and bednved.  And will vou not hearken to
the glad tdings of greatioy ! The holy angels looke upcn the
p'udzm ition of peace and good wiii to ren, by Chrit J&l-..:.
the mofl roytul nows that were ever vmu‘ht o a peritbing
world.  An! will vou: weipie 12, though it rittntely concerns
vou to pirtike in the falvation that Chrft has i archated 7 O
if finally vou with&and ﬁxc call o the gotpel, :mu wi'l nut ifte:
to the mcliz::c of divine love, how will yeu efcare ¥ -— But if
vou would part with all, undcr o twente of vour condition, et
e tell you, the wav is epan to the faver of God.  You<ay
‘.ud feel that you e hnners ; aud Chat Jeus came mto the
world to iave tuch, and (J\\. > tn Chrid r:\ums'w the world

‘ - -

-

of finners unto huatkeis,  The terms are ca vy there areno
g reat maters sagti: od of vou 1n order to vuur salvation, but
to receive and rett upon Chritt as he is offered in the guipel.
Theie are the terus that God hikes; the terms that ducctly
tend to promote his glery, acd ab.u.. thz creature in his pre-
fence. Butf you rtuie this way ot falvzuon, theic s ko
ther remedy provided for vou: 't's neton'v the beft, but the
) Way to bleifodnets, Take th.n:m’ whale fulvition as
thc fruit of his purc iafe, or you are gone furever. “lhis is
the wav propofed, and 1t is conhrmed and ratited 1n l».um.,
therefore you may freely come, and come with boidnats to the
throne of grace m this way. Dut in no other way can veu
find acceptance with God; in no other way can vou tni
firength and grace 1o live devoted to Gud; in no other AR
an you hnd motives that will give life and chearfulnefs in
riftian obedience,  This way hcs fo near ihe heartoi Ged,
aud

'."»x
[

LY



- emia

163 The IMPROVEMENT, &c. Difc. VII

and {0 nearly concerns the honor of his fori Jefus, that he wiis
ccrtamly be avenged of thofe adverfaries that negle&t it, and
there remains for all fuch, rdbmg but a fearfil Iafbrg fir <f
Judzmenty and fiery trdignatim to devowr them.

1’0 coNCLUDE ; Some greateventis nigh at hand: how
foon it will commence, perhaps no man can c“rtaiz*ly teil ; but
the greateft difficuity feems to be, in nixing the year of Damel s
prophefy, before cur Savicu’s incarnatien.  Yet this is not fo
difficult but that, 1 believe fome cxtraordmary event mav be
reafonably expe &ted very foon; yea, we may lock for the be-
ginnings of it, and efpecialiy for tho'e terrible things n nigh-
teoufincts which will *veceej it, from vear to vear. Whas
fhall we fay of thofe great ca nhq;'ikcs that have Iately been i
diverfz places ; of thore feasful fights, and great figns that have
" becn in the heavens ; ; of the.fe fizns that ha‘ e bu:n in the fun,
ard inthe moon ; while th .ere l*m been upon earth di x}refa of
nations, with perplexity, the fea and the wavesroaring; wars
and rumors of wars ; nation x‘hr:.q up azainit r.k.iun, and Lxm-
dom againit kingdom; men’s hearts tailing them for fear, and
for lookmg aficr- thofe things thot are comung on the earth
what, I fav, thall we think of thefe thin 2, unlefs we look upon
them as folemn warnings of fome great “and furpiifing event at
the door ? In the name of God, Ionce moreca Il upon all my
hearers, to flv to the city of foUO'C, that thcv may be fafe from
the avenger of blood. O letus get into th> ark Chrift, be-
fore the floods of divine ind; gnation over flow, and fwallow
a finful world. O that Jefus Chritt, the h(} and helper of
his peaple, would make us all fenfible that he is abie and ready
ta fave us, though we are the chief of finnets. Now Chrift
vifits us and others with the word of {zlvation; now we may
- lock throughthe glufs of the gofpel and behold his heart melt-
ing with love : but when he comes for the overthrow of mif-
tical Bakbylen, that habitation of devils, how terrible will his
couritenance appear, to them that refufe hisoffers.  Yet if we
fhould fee that day, and be found compleat in Chrift, while
athers arefilled with anguith and diipair, we may-triumph in
cur iaviour, and re)oyce in the rmfne& of that g)ory, which i3
forever removed-from the fcenes of darkncefs, and will foon-open
to usinone eternal day.

FINTITS.,
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