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\ EXTRACT
From the Minutes of the General Jgsembly in1818.

———

THE following overture was submitted to the
~ Assembly, and being amended, was adopted : viz,

Resolved, That Drs. Janeway, Neill, and Ely,
be appointed, and they are hereby appointed a Com-
* mittee, to extract from the records of the General
Assembly, and of the late Synod of New York and
. Philadelphia, all such matters as may appear to be
of permanent authority and interest, (including a
short account of the manner in which Missions have
been conducted, and their success,) that the same.
may be published for the information of ministers
and people in our churches ; and that they report
the same to the next Assembly. '

Resolved, That said Committee be authorized,
and they are hereby authorized, to employ a per-
son to transcribe any part of the records, that may
be necessary for the above work. ;



EXTRACT
From the Minutes of the General Assembly in 1819.

\ B .

" THE Committee appointed by the last Assem-
bly, to extract from the records of the General Assem-
bly, and of the late Synod of New York and Phi-
ladelphia, all such matters as may appear to be.of

permanent authority and mterest, reported ; where-’
upon, -

- Resolved, Tha.t the work reported by the Goni.
mlttee, be completed on the plan reported ; and
that when thus finished, the Committee he autho-
rised to have 4000 copies prmted, and offered for
sale at a reasonable price. .

Resolved That the Trustees of the General As-
sembly be requested to defray the expense of print-
ing the above work, and secure the copy right of it;
and that the Presbyterles be requested to promate _

the sale of the samie.
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THE General Assembly is the Supreme Judicatory of the
Presbyterian Church. -As such it superintends the general
interests of all our churches, and constitutes ¢ the bond of
union, peace, correspondence, and mutual confidence” among
them. It is invested with power to preserve a due regard to
the principles of our ecclesiastical government in all the Sy~
nods, Presbyteries, and Sessions; and to bear “ testimony
against error in doctrine or immorality in practice” in any
portion of the church. -

Established for purposes so important, and invested with
powers so extensive, the proceedings of the General Assem-
- bly must necessarily be interesting to the whole Presbyterian
Church; and consequently the knowledge of them ought to
be diligently and extensively circulated among the members
of that church.

From the very commencement of their operations, it has
been the uniform practice of the General Assembly to pub-
lish annually extracts from their minutes, that were deemed
important and interesting. But such is the extent of territory
over which our church is spread, and so rapid has been its
increase, that the measures heretofore adopted for diffusing
a knowledge of the Acts and proceedings o?its Supreme Ju-
dicatory, have proved insufficient. Very few of our ministers
are in possession of the Printed Extracts that compose the
-first volume ; and, many through accident, or inattention, have
lost part of those which constitute the second. Indeed it is
apprehended that the number even of Presbyteries posses-
sing these records of the Genzml Assembly is small. :

2
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vi ' PREFACE.

Thus destitute of the means of information, it is not pos-
sible for the members of the lower judicatories of our church
to be so accurately and intimately acquainted with the proceed-
ings of the Supreme Judicatory as they ought; and the ne-
cessary consequence of this imperfect knowledge is the omis-
sion of important duties prescribed for the general good, and
want of that unity of operation that should ever characterize:
the Presbyterian Church: : ' '

To correct this state of things, several attempts have been

made. In the year 1809, the stated clerk, in execution of an _
order of the General Assembly, collected from the manuscript
minutes, and methodically arranged, under different heads,
whatever appeared to be of a permanent nature, in what is
denominated Tue GENERAL AsseEmBLY’s Book or RuLks.
In this book a few articles were transcribed ; but references
were made to the volume and page where others were to be
found, marked with a pencil in the margin, so as to facilitate
‘a publication, whenever it should be ordered. Members of
the Assembly being desirous of possessing all the printed ex-
tracts, attempts were afterwards made to have them reprint-
‘ed. Proposals were issued for the purpose; but the sub-
scriptions received did not warrant the accomplishment of the
design. Desirous, however, to supply their church with the
means of becoming acquainted with their acts and proceed-
ings, the General Assembly, in 1818, appointed a committee
to perform a duty which has given birth te this publication.
' This volume will be found to contain, not pnly every thing
of permanent authority, scattered through the ‘printed ex-
tracts, but a number of interesting articles never before, pub-
Tished, as well from the Records of the late Synod of New
‘York and Philadelphia as from those of the Assembly.

The operations of the General Assembly, constituted in
‘the year 1788, by that Synod, and convened for the first time
in 1789, embrace a period of thirty years. Their manuscript
minutes fill three large folios; and their printed extracts
‘amount to more than three octavo volumes. All these have
been carefully searched, together with a folio containing the
manuscript records of the late Synod, in quest of materials for
‘this book. Whatever could be found in these volumes of
fermanent authority or interest, has been selected and ar-

‘ranged under proper heads. - Sy

-




'PREFACE. ‘ vl

In. preparmg this publication, the Committee could not
content' themselves. with' throwing tdgether the various ar-
ticles, without any other regard to order, than that of time,
or that which they were found to possess in the printed ex-
tracts; Had they aimed at nothing more than this, the la- .
bour would bave been comparatively easy; but their work
would have been defective in a matertal point. They wished
to make it useful; and to render it useful, they were sensible
thata persplduous method was of prime importance.

- This book is divided into thn'teen parts. The parts are
subdivided into chapters, and each-chapter into sections. The
headings of the sections are printed in Italics, to enable a per-
son, ‘by glancing his eye over the pages, to find any article
he wishes. -Still further to facilitate the use of this book, a
Table of Contents is placed at the beginning, and an Index
at the end. A brief historic sketch of the Missionary exer-
tions of the Presbytenan Church, will be found at the close of
this volume.

The Committee have avoided the use of their own words,
as much as could be done, consistently with what they con-
ceived to be the design of this publication. It was deemed
necessary to give headings to the various articles composing
the volume, E)r the sake of order, as well as to assist in find-
ing articles as they might be needed. A few notes have been
added for the purpose of explaining the connexion of certain
extracts or transactions; which, without resomng to this ex-
pedient, would have required the printing of more copious
selections. . But in all cases it will be easy for the reader, to
distinguish the words of the Committee from those of the Ge-
neral Assembly, or of the Synod.

To assist those who wish to study accurately the acts and
proceedmgs of the Assembly, the year has been generally
noted ; and for the convenience of Commissioners, while at-
tendmg the sessions of that body, the volume and the page
of the manuscript minutes have been marked, where any ar-
ticle, in regard to which it was supposed a reference to the
original records might be desired, will be found.

For the benefit of inexperienced members, the Committee
have taken the liberty of describing the manner in which the
Assembly is organized, and the mode in which business is

- usually done; referring all along to the rules which govern
the proceedings of that body, and prescribe the duties of the
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various committees-annually appointed. To such members,
_ it is presumed, this book will be ‘particularly useful, while
attending on the:sessions of the Assembly. ‘And may net the
hope be indulged, that all our ministers will, by th assist- .
ance of this publication, bé ‘enabled to become more tho-
roughly acquainted with 'the duties they have to perform as
members of Sessions, Presbyteries and Synods? All the acts
of the Assembly relating to these judicatories; will be found
arranged under proper lieads; and by turning t them, mini-
sters will find various duties that claim their attention, while
acting as members of these judicatories. Ruling Elders will
find equal benefit from consulting this depository of the As-
sembly’s acts and proceedings. o
The utility of this book will not terminate with the officers
of our church. Matter will be found in-it interesting to- pri-
vate christians. By perusing it, they will learn what the Pres-
byterian Church has done in -the great and important con-
cern of Missions; what ‘she is doing in the interesting work.
of training up a numerous, able and pious ministry; what
relation she sustains to other christian churches; and the vi-
gilance and faithfulness with which the-General Assembly, in
superintending her affairs, have endeavoured to preserve purity
of faith, soundness'in principle, holiness of life, peace and har-
mony among all her members.

This volume, then, should be not only found in the hands
of every officer, but extensively cir¢ulated among the fami-
lies of the Presbyterian Church. - - T

The Committee devoutly commend it to the care and bles-
sing of Almighty God, and humbly trust that their labour
will not be in vain. If this publication shall'contribute to the
gratification of their fathers and brethren in Christ; if it shall
be the means of intreducing more order and unity in the ope-
rations of the Church j if it shall throw light upon points of
duty; if it shall subserve, in any degree, the great interests
of religion: they will deem themselves amply rewarded for
all the time spent, and all the labour bestowed, in collecting
and arranging materials scattered through so many volumes.
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"PART L -

GENBRAL ASSBMBLY.

CHAPTER I

'OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE GENERAL
o ASSEMBLY. :

-

————

THE General Assembly was constituted, in the
” year 1788, by the Synod of New York and Phi-
- ladelphia, as appears from the following extracts

from their record[;. ) -

Sect. 1. An overture was brought in, That,

© 4785, for the better management of the Churches

* under our care, this Synod be divided into

three Synods; and that a General Synod, or As-

sembly be constituted out of the whole.—The Sy-

nod agreed to-enter on the consideration of this over-

ture, on the first Friday after their next meeting,

- and appointed Dr. Smith to transmit a copy of

- this overture to such of the Presbyteries, as are.

not-at present represented in Synod; and earnestly

urge their attendance at our next meeting.—Page
388, ,

B.



14 THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. [pART 1.

Sect. 2. The following motlon was made and
1786 seconded, viz. The Synod considering the
* number and extent of the Churches under
their care, and the inconvenience of the present
mode of Government by one Synod; Resolved,
That this Synod will establish out of its own body
three or more subordinate Synods, out of which
shall be composed a General Assembly, Synod,
01:l Council, agreeably to a System hereafter to be
adopted.
pon the question being put, Will the Symnod
adopt the resolution aforesaid, or not? it was car-
ried in the affirmative.

The following. gentlemen were appointed to
prepare and report a plan for the division of the
Synod into three or more Synods, viz. Drs. Rodg-
ers, Smith, Duffield, Alison, Messrs. Latta, Mar-
tin, Matthew Wilson, Graham, Houston, James
Finley, and Hall.—Page 397.

For the particulars of this plan see under Sy-
~ops and PressvTERIES.

Sect.' 8. Resolved unanimously, That this Sy-

1788, ‘nod be divided; and it is hereby divided

into feur Synods, agreeably to an act made,

and provided for that purpose in the Sessions of

Synod, in the year one thousand seven hundred

and eighty-six: and this division shall commence
on the dissolution of the present Syned.

Resolved, 'That the first meeting of the General
Assembly 1o be constituted out of the above four
Synods be held; and it is hereby appainted t» be
held, on the third Thursday of May, ome theusand
seven huudred and eighty-nine; in the Secomd
Presbyterian Church, in the City of Philadelphia,
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at eleven o’clock; A. M. and that D;' ‘Wither-
" .spoon, or, in his absence, Dr. Rodgers, open the
. General Assembly, with a Sermon; and preside
till a Moderator be chosen. -

Resolved, 'That the Synod of New York, and
New Jersey, meet on Wednesday the twenty-mnth
day of next October, in the Kirst Presbyterian
Church, in the City of New York, at three o’clock,
P. M. and that the present Moderator, or, in hls ‘
absence, the senior Minister present, open the Sy-
nod, with a Sermon ; and preside till a Moderator
be chosen

Resolved, That the Synod of Philadelphia meet
on the. third Wednesday of Octeber next, in the
First Presbyterian Church, in the City of Phila-
delphia, at eleven o’clock, A. M. and that Dr.
Ewmg, or, in his absence, the senior Minister pre-
sent, open the Synod, with a Sermon' and preside
till a Moderator be chosen..

‘Resolved, That the Synod of Vlrglma; meet on
the fourth Wednesday of Octeber next, at eleven
o’clock, A. M. at New Providence Church; and
that Mr. Sankey, or, in his absence, the senior Mi-
.nister present, open the Synod, with a Sermon-
and preside till-a Moderator be chosen.

Resolved, That the Synod of the Carolinas meet
on the first Wednesday of November next, at ele-
ven o’clock, A. M. at Centre Church, in Roan
Oounty, and that Mr. Patillo, or, in his absence the
senior Minister present, open the Synod, with a
Sermon, and preside till a Moderator be chosen.

FuHE SYNOD WAS THEN DissoLvED. ,

R Page 452.-
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CHAPTER IL

OF THE ANNUAL ORGANIZATION OF THE GE-
NERAL ASSEMBLY. }

————

Sect. 1. Immediately after public worship, on the
day appointed for the meeting of the Assembly, the
Moderator takes the chair; and having called the
commissioners to order, offers prayer to Almighty
God for his direction and blessing.

Sect. 2. The Moderator then calls for the com-
missions ; which being delivered to the clerk, and
publickly read, a list of the commissioners is made
out, in the order of the Presbyteries.

RULE.

- 'The Assembly having proceeded to business
without attending sufficiently to the order prescrib-
ed in the Constitution, respecting the commissions
of the members; and having been led into that in-
attention by precedents in the former sessions: of
the General Assembly; it was theught necessary
to declare:—That the business ought not, in futyre,
to be entered upon by the Assemb%y, until the com-
missions ‘delivered to the clerk shall have been
publickly read, according to the express letter of .
the Constitution.—1791, Vol. 1. Page 26.
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Sect. 3. The list of the commissioners present
being completed, a new Moderator-is chosen.

'RULE.

On ‘motion, agreed, That it be a standmg rule
of the General Assembly, in choosmg a Moderator, -
that any commissioner may nominate a candidate
for the chair. The candidates so pointed out shall
then, severally give their votes for some one of
their number and withdraw; when the remaining
commissioners shall proceed, viva voce, to choose
by a plurality of voices, one of the said candidates
for Moderator. 1791.—Vol. L Page 38.

Sect. 4. A Moderator having been _duly chosen,
the former Moderator before he resigns his seat,
addresses him and the Assembly, thus:

Sir—1It is my duty to inform you, and announce
to this house, that you are duly elected to the of-
fice of Moderator in this General Assembly.—For
your direction in office, and for the direction of this
- Assembly in all your deliberations, before I leave

- this seat, T am to read to you and this house the rules
contained in the records of this Assembly; which I
doubt not will be carefully observed by both, in
conducting the business that may come before you. .

" [Here the. Moderator is to read the rules, and
afterwards add]

Now, having read these rules, according to or- -
der, for your instruction as Moderator, and for the
direction of all the members, in the management of
business,—praying that Almighty God may direct

and bless all the dehber:tlons of this Assembly for
2
*®



18 THE GENERAL AS’SEMBLY [PART 1.

the glory of his name, and for the edification and
comfort of the Presbyterian Church in the United
States,—I resign my place and office as Modera-
tor.—1791. Vol. L. p. 30.

. Sect. 5. 'The new Moderator huving taken his

seat, calls the attention of the Assembly to the
choice of a temporary clerk, who is chosen viva
voce. '

RULE, o l
Resolved, That it be considered as the right
of every member of the Assembly, to vote for a
clerk who is not a member of the body.—Vol. I.
Page 68.—1793.

i

. CHAPTER IIL.
OF THE MODE OF DOING BUSINESS.

Sect. 1. 'THE Assembly having been duly orga-
nized, any commissioner who has lost his commis-
sion may be admitted to a seat on proper testimony. -

See Vol. I. p. 3, 48, 69, 85, 104. —Vol. II. p.
221, 229, 231, &c.

See also, Vol. IL p. 148, 149, in which it. a.p-
pears that opposition was made to this practxce of
receiving commissioners without their commissions.
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Sect. 2. Commissioners who do not produce
their commissions at the opening of the Assembly,
can be received only at the commencement of a ses- -
sion. See Form of Government, Chap. XXITI.

Sect. 3. - . '

Sect. 3. 'The Moderator directs the minutes of -
‘the last General Assembly to be read; and while
the temporary clerk is reading them, a docket of .
such business as may require the attention of the
Assembly, is prepared by the permanent clerk.

Sect. 4. 'The minutes having been read, the
Assembly appoints a ComMITTEE oF BiLLs AND
OvERTURES, AND THE JuDiciAL CoMMITTEE; who
meet at the hour and place appointed by the As-
sembly, and afterwards on their own adjournments.

See No. IIL, IV, V, of the general rules.

“ Sect. 5. 'The Assembly set apart the Mon-
day next succeeding the commencement of their
sessions, for the free conversation on the state of re-
tligion.. Written reports are read on that day by
the Presbyteries and the Eastern Associations con-:

‘nected with the General Assembly; accompanied
with verbal information from members, who have
any important particulars to communicate that are
not embraced in the written reports.

: RULE.
1792, The following proposition was introduced
* through the committee of bills and overtures,
that the General Assembly take measures to bring
into distinct.view, at its different sessions, thé situa-
tion of the Presbyterian Church under its jurisdic-

¥
e



20 THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.  [PART L

- tion in the United States of Aierica with respect to
the state of Religion in the different Presbyteries ;
the state of religious denominations among them,
_ and the most probable expedients for reviving and
‘promoting the essential interests of Christ’s kmg

 doem in the world. -

‘W hereupon, Resolved, That it be recommended
to each Synod to enjoin it upon the respective Pres-
byteries within their bounds, to specify the above
particulars in the annual reports which they make
~of the state of their respective churches, to be laid
before the General Assembly atits stated meetings.
1793. On Motion, Resolved, That the following

clause in a resolution passed by the Gene-
ral Assembly of 1792 respecting the reports of Pres-
byteries be repealed, viz. ¢ The state of religious
denommatlons among them ”?

‘Sect. 6. In the course of the sessions of the
General - Assembly, the followmg comm:ttees are
appointed.

1. The commlttee to take notes of the free con-
versation on the state of religion, and to prepare and
report to the Assembly a connected narrative on the
subject.

'f‘he narrative is read at the concert prayer
meeting.

2. A commlttee to make arrangements in regard
to the exercises proper for the concert prayer
meeting, annually held by the Assembly, and to de-
signate the persons who shall lead in them. .

Public notice of the time and place of meeting is
given from the pulplts of the several Presbyterlan
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-Churches in Philadelphia, and the people are in-
vited to attend. S i
This practice was commenced in the year 1802,
and has been continued ever since.—See Vol. L. p.
290. - '

_ -8. Committees to examine the records of the dif-
ferent Synods. -

4. A committee on the reports of Synods and
Presbyteries. , -
RULE. -
Resolved, That there be annually appointed a
committee of Reports, to which shall be referred
all reports from Presbyteries and Synods; and of
this committee it shall be the duty to compare the °
reports of the Synods with the reperts from the
Presbyteries, digest the whele, and read them to
the Assembly; and also make a statementgf the
Synods and the Presbyteries which shall have ne-
glected to report. 1809.—Vol. II. Page 277.

'5. A committee to prepare an abstract of the re-
ports of Synods and Preshyteries for insertion in
the ComeEnDIOUS VIEW. ‘ :

: ‘ . RULES, -

The committee would farther propose that the
Assembly, should make it a standing rule, annu-
ally to appoint a committee, who shall take the sy-
nodical and presbyterial reports, after they have
been read before the Assembly, and fill up the’
blanks of a form, prepared to exhibit a compendi-
ous view of the number of ministers, congregations,
licentiates, candidates, and communicants, together
with the baptisms and collections in one year,

‘See Part I11. Chap. IIL Sect. 2.
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On Motion Resolved, That the committee annu-
ally apnointed to prepare the result of the reports
of Synods and Presbyteries for entrance in the
book kept by the stated clerk for that purpose, de
carefully compare the statement of monies in said
reports with the accounts of the Treasurer of the
Trustees of the Assembly, that all errors or omis-
sions may be carefully corrected before the entry
be made by the stated clerk. Vol. IL. Page 276.
—1809. .

6. A committee to prepare a minute, exhibit- -
ing what the Presbyteries shall appear to have
done in relation to the education ef poor and
pious youth for the gospel ministry, after inquiry
shall have heen made by the Assembly, agreeably
to a standing rule thus expressed:

RULE.

A3 the Assembly did, and do hereby onder,
that every Presbyterﬁ' under their care, make an--
nually a report to the Assembly, stating particu-
larly what they have done in this concern, or why

if the case so shall be) they have done nothing in
it; and that the Assembly will, when these Reports
are received, consider each distinctly, and decide
by vote, whether the Presbyteries severally shall
be considered as having discharged or neglected
their duty in this important business. 1806.—Vol.
1L Page 180. ) '

See minutes on this subject, published in differ-
' ent years in the Assembly’s printed extracts.

7. A committee to ascertain the number of miles
trayelled by the members in coming to, and in re-
turning from, the Assembly, and to appertion to
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each what ought to be allowed him out of the com-
_missioner’s fund agreeably to the rules adopted on
-the subject.

See the rules in Part VI. Ohap III. Sect 1.

8. A committee to meet the Trustees of the Col-
lege of New Jersey, and dispose of monies in their
hands, and to report to the next Assembly.

See an account of these Monies in Part XIV.
Chap. 1[[ .

9. A committee on the report of the Board of
Missions; whose duty it is to prepare any resolu-
tions on the report that they may deem proper to
be submitted to the Assembly for adeptien.

10. A committee on the report of the Board of
Directors .of the Theological Seminary, whose
duty is similar to that of the preceding committee.

11. A committee to select such parts of the As-
sembly’s ‘minutes, as they may deem proper for
publication.

Sect. 7. 'Tne Boarp oF M;ssxoxs are ‘annu-
ally chesen. S
- See Part VIIL. Chap. I

THE TRUSTEES, when chosen, are elected agree- -
ably to the rules inserted in Part VII. Chap. I1.

Tue DELEGATES to the General JAssociations in
New Esgland, and to the General Convention of
‘Vermont, are chosen according o the rules adept-

ed for the p
See Part %Chap VI.
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 Sect. 8. The Assembly imjuires of the Synods
and Presbyteries, whether they have reported on'

Missionary business.

RULE. v
The Synods and Presbyteries shall report on
‘the subject of missionaries, and missionary busi-
ness, only to the Board of Missions ; and to secure
a regard to this rule, the Assembly will, at each
-annual session, inquire whether the Synods and

Presbyteries have made such a report.
* See Part ITI. Chap. IIL. Sect. 2.

Sed. 9. GeneraL Rures for regulatihg the

proceedings of the Assembly, which are read by
the Moderator before he resigns his seat to his
SuCcessor. 4

I. The Moderator shall take the chair at the
hour to which the Assembly stands adjourned ;
shall immediately call the members to order; and
on the appearance of a quornm shall open the ses-
sion with prayer, and cause the minutes of the pre-

ceding sessions to be read ; and on every adjourn-

ment shall conclude with prayer.

II. The Moderator may speak to points of or-
der, in preference to other members; rising from
_his seat for that purpose; and shall decide ques-
tions of order, subject to an appeal to the house by
any two members. :

' HIL The General Assembly, at every meéting,

shall appeint a Committee of Bills and Overtures,
to prepare and digest business for the Assembly.

Al
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" Any- person thmkmg himself aggneved by this
commitiee, may complain to the Assembly B

IV. Petmons, questmns relatmg elther to doc-
trine or order, intended to be brought hefore the
Assembly for decision, and in general all new
proposmons, tending to general laws, shall usually
be laid before the committee of bills and overtures,
before they be offered to the Assembly ‘

V. 'PheAssembly shall also, at ever meetmg, ap-
point a committee, to be styled the Judicial Com-
mittee: whose duty it shall be to take into conside-
ration all appeals and references brought to the
Assembly ; to ascertain whether they are in order,
to digest and arrange all the documents. relating to
the same ; and to propose to the Assembly the best

~ methed of proceedjng in e’ach, case. -

VI A 'motion made, must be seconded and af-
“terwards repeated by the Modemtor or read aloud,
before it be debated : and every motion shall be re-

duced to _writing, if the Moderator, or any member,
, requn'e it.

VIL Any member, who sha,ll have made a mo-
tion, shall have liberty to withdraw it, before any
debate had thereon : but not afterwards, without

leave of the Assembly S

-

VIII On questlons of order, adjournment, post-
ponement, commitment, or the previous question,
no member shall speak énore than once. On all
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other questions, each member 1 may spea.k twice, but
not oftener, without express leave of the house.

IX. When a questlon is under debate, . no mo-
_tion shall be received unless te amend it, to commit
ity to postpone lt, for the previous questlon, or to
adjoum .

. X. The previous questlon shall be in this form,

Shall the main question be now put? and until it is
decided, shall preclude all amendment and farther

. debate of the main question. . If the previous ques-

tion be decided in the affirmative, the debate on the
main question may proceed: but if it be decided in
the negative, the effect shall be to arrest the dis-
cussion, and to produce an mdeﬁmbe postponement
of the main question. -
( ,
XI An amendment may be moved on ‘any mo-
tion, and shall be. decxded before the omgmal mo-
tlon \ S

XII Ifa questlon under debate contam seve-"
ral parts, any member may have it dlvxded, and a
question taken on each part.

XIII. Every member,.when speaking, shall ad-
dress himself to the chair; and shall treat his fel-
low members, especmlly the Moderator, with de-
cency and respect : If a member act disorderly, it
_shall be the duty of the Moderator, and the privi-
lege of the other members, to call him to order.

XIV. A questlon shall not be ca.lled up, or re-
considered, at the same sessions -of the Assembly




ws

- CHAP:T1L.] MODE OF DOING BUSINESS. 27

“at which it has been decided, unless by consent of

two thirds of the members who were present at the
decision. - .

XV. Any member, who may think himself ag-
grieved by a decision of the General Assembly,
shall have his dissent or. protest, with his reasons,
entered on the records.of the Assembly, or filed
among their papers, if ngen in before the rising of )
the . Assembly - ,

XVI. If any member act’ mdecently or disor-
derly, contrary to these rules, the Moderator shall
reprove, or otherwise censure him, as the Assembly
shall judge proper : and if any member shall think
himself denied of any right, or unjustly blamed by
the Moderator, he shall not speak disrespectfully
to him, but modestly require the decision of the
house in the case.*

Sect. 10. PARTICULAR BULES o
* 1. Resolved, That every letter or communica-
tion addressed to the Moderator,. be opened and
read by him; and, at his discretion, be either com-
municated immediately to the Assembly for their
decision, or to the committee of overtures to be by
‘them brought before . the " house m the ordinary
channel.—Vol. I. p. 85.—1794..

2. Resolved, As a standing rule of this house,
that whenever more than three persons are standmg

»

.# These Rules remain s they were adopted by the Assembly in 17899
except that No. IX. was slightly altered in 1791, and No. 1V. in 1819,
whgn No. V, was inseried.

»
- -
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up at one time, the Moderator shall require them
to take their seats.—Vol. I. p. 63.—1792.

3. Whereas considerable difficulties, and de-
Jays have been occasioned by members entitled to-
mileage, neglecting to give their names and distance
to the committee on the commissioners’ fund, or
giving them verbally, or some giving double and
some the singie distance; therefore, Resolved, That

- the members entitled to mileage, shall give to the

committee on the commissioners’ fund, within three
days after the appointment of said committee, in
writing, their names, the names of their Presby-
teries, and their distance from home to the Assem-
bly; and if any member neglect to comply with

- this rule, he shall forfeit his pertion of said fund :

and that no member may be ignorant of this rese--
Iution, the Moderator shall read it as soon as the
committee on said fund is appointed each year.—

1818.- Vol, IIL p. 417. .

Sect. 11. No CorrespoxpiNe MEMBERS can™
Upon motion it was agreed, That, whereas this
Assembly, copying the example of their predeces-
sors, have admitted several ministers, who are not
commissioners, to join in. their deliberations and
conclusions, but not to vote on any question; And
although this Assembly has been much indebted to
the wise counsels and friendly assistance of -these
corresponding ministers, nevertheless, on mature’
deliberation, it was resolved as the opinion of this
house ;— - o - '

k3
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t. That no del;egated body has a l‘l% ht to trans- -
ess express

fer its powers, or any part thereof, un
Pprovision is in its constitution.

" 2. 'That this Assembly is a delegated body, and,

no such provision is in its constitution.

3. Although such admission has hitherto produ-
ced no bad consequences; it may, nevertheless, at
some futuré day, be applied to _party purposes, and
caus:l embarmssment and delay — W herefore, Re
solv

4. And lastly, "That the practice of thls Assem-
bly, ‘in this case, ought not to be used as a prece- h

dent in future.—17 9t. Vol. L pa.ge 42.

Sect. 19, After the,mjmltes have been read, THE

RoLL is called, to ascertain whether any commis-

. sioner have left the house ,without permission.

liiJLE

Wbereas it has frequently happened that mem.-

bers of this Assembly, neglecting their duty and in-
attentive to the rules of decorum, have abruptly left
the Assembly and returned home without leave of
absence—Hesolved, That in all similar cases, which
shall occur in- future, it shall be the duty of the
clerk of this house, to give notice thereof to the
Presbyteries to which such delinquent members

may belong; and that it be recommended to the said -

* Presbyteries, in their settléments with such delin-
quents, not to allow them any compensation for ser-
vices as members of the Assembly Vol. I, p 271,
1801. - :

c2

P .: o
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Sect. 13. The vote being taken for the dissolv-
ing the Assembly, the Moderator dissolves it, and
requires another General Assembly to meet, agree-
ably to constitutipnal direction; and, having offered
up prayer and thanksgiving to Almighty God, pro-
nounces the apostolic benediction. )

~ See Form of Government, Chap. XXII. Sect. 6.

CHAPTER 1IV.

OF THE OFFICERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEM--
BLY. -~ . - . .

D t——

Sect. 1. OF THE PERMANENT CLERK.

' Datien Resolved, That a Permanent Recording
1802, Clerk be chosen, whose duty it shall be,
from year to year, to draught the minutes
of the Assembly during their sessions, and after-
wards to perform such services respecting tran-
. scribing, printing, and distributing the extracts, as
shall be assigned to him from time to time; and that
he be paid out of the funds of the Assembly, three
“dollars per day, for the time he shall be employed,
as well during the sessions of the Assembly as af-
+ fter their dissolution.—Vol. L p. 2714." .~ . =
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Compensation. . O Motion Resolved, That hereafter

°"i"8°'3§ % the Permanent Clerk shall receive 82,

per day, during the sessions of the As-

~ sembly, and 81 50 per day, while necessarily at-

tending upon the business of the Assembly aftel
their adjournment.—Vol. IL. p. 190.

The Permanent Clerk shall furnish all the sta-
Duties, tionary for the use of the Assémbly and the
1807. several clerks: He shall make the original

. draughts of all the minutes,and give certified
copies, as occasion may require, of all such as may
be proper to be transmitted to the Trustees of the
General Assembly, or any of their officers. - After
the Assembly rises, from year to year, he shall
carefully revise the manuscript, render it correct,
and legible, and deliver it over to the stated clerk.
He shall receive a reasonable compensation for the
stationary-supplied by him, and the pay (per dzem)

fixed by the },ast Assembly --Vol, 1L p- 204

"Sect. 2 - OF 'rm: STATED Cer:

putics, | The Stated Clerk shall transcribe for the
1807 press, such parts as- may he necessary, of
‘the minutes ordered to be published from
year to year; he shall cortect the press, and super-
intend the printing of all the' minutes and papers
which shall be ordered to be printed by the Gene-
ral Assembly. As soon as the extracts are printed,
from year to year, he shall send one copy by mail to *
each Presbytery, and apportion and send the rest by
private conveyance to the Presbyteries and other bo-
dies, as shall be prescribed by the Assembly, only
reserving a sufficient number of copies for binding;
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~ he shall have the charge of all the books and papers
~ of the General Assembly; shall cause their minutes
to be fairly transcribed into the book or books pre-
vided for the purpose, and give attested copies of all
" minutes, and other documents, when properly re-
quired so to do. As a compensation for his servi-
ces he shall receive forty dollars per annum; be-
sides the reasonable expenses of printing and pack-
ing, and " all sums paid by him for the pestage of
letters addressed to him as Stated Clerk.—Vol. II. .
p-204. - S ,
Ordered, That the stated clerk extract from
1791 the records of this house a fair copy of the -
+77" rules, for conducting the -business thereof,
‘and at every stated meeting have it expesed in a
public part of the house that all the members may
have access to it for their information.—Vol. 1.
Page 31. T L,

And whereas the Assembly have been informed
Papers o DY Dr. Rodgers, that he has in his hands
be safely other important records of the former judi-

- kept. catories of this church, the Assembly re-
’ 1802'_ quested Dr. Rodgers to transmit them also
to the Stated Clerk, to be kept by him among the

.archives of the Assembly. It was further ordered,
that the Stated Clerk -do not deliver any records or
papers in his possession to any person, unless by
order of the General Assembly, and then that he
always take a receipt for the same.—Vol. L. p. 276.

" 'This Assembly presuming on the concurrence of
their successors, do resolve, lastly, that
Sement there shall be printed annually, or as
1791. often as shall be thought expedient, a state-

' ment of the receipts and expenditures aris- ,

.
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' ingvfrbm;aid éolfections, in 1vl;ich-sl;all be detailed -

all the churches settled and vacant, the sum (if any)

received from each, for what purpose received, and

how applied. And that each Présbytery shall be
furnished with at least as many copies as there are
churches subordinate thereto, to be transmitted to
the churches for their information and satisfaction.

—Vol. L. p. 39. S

On Motion Resolved, That the Stated Clerk pro-
Index to vide a copy of the printed extracts of the
be male. 1ate Synod’s and of the Assembly’s votes
1794. and proceedings, each year from the year
1787, and that he preserve them for the

* use of the Assembly; that he regularly add to them

such as may be printed in future ; that care be ta- .

ken to haye them printed on paper of the same size
with those already published ; and that he prepare
an_accurate index to these printed extracts, and to
the written records of the Assembly.—Vol. L. p. 89.

" On Motion Resolved, That n catalogue be keptf,
Catalogue of 2€COTHHNG to seniority in the ministry, of
Miniciers.  the names of all ministers belonging to the

- 1792. Presbyterian Church in America, begin-

ning May 1789, the period when the first

General Assembly met; and that after the deceage
of any minister his name shall be marked with an
asterism, and opposite to it,_in a column for that
purpose, the time of his death shall be set down;

‘and in another the name of the Presbytery to which

he last belonged : and the names ‘of new members
shall be added, from year to year, when the Sy-
nodical and Presbyterial reports shall be made.—
Agreeably to the above resolution, erdered, that
every Presbytery belonging to this body shall send

-

a
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up to the next- General A9sembly a Tist of all their
members, with the dates of their or dmatmn respec-
tively.—Vol. L. p. 60.

On Motzon, Or dered 'l‘ha.t in all cases Where
Accounts, 1€ General Assembly hath ascertained, or
"1800. shall ascertain, the rate of compensation
for services or business done, or to be done,
by aiy person employed by them, the treasurer of
the corporation shall be authorized to pay the same, .
on a fair account of such service or business done
being first presented to the stated clerk of the Ge-
neral Assembly and allowed by:him, and then
exhibited to said treasurer for payment —-Vol I
p. 234.
" Resolved, That the Stated Clerk be. authonzed
1819, 2nd dirvected to liquidate all acoounts for
, printing done by order of the Assembly; and
also for transmlttmg the printed extracts from the
- minutes of the Assembly to the places of their des-
tination.—Vol. IV.

1t is the duty of the Stated Clerk to msert the
abstract of the Presbytemal repmts in the GOMPEN- :
pious VIEW.

See Vol. II.. p. 220, 269, 2’76 --Vol III P
20, 120.

" Ttis the duty of the Stated Clerk to pubhsh an-
4813. nually the names of the ministers appointed
by the Assembly to certify the character of
tmvenlng preachers.—Vol. TIL. p. 121. :

Resolved; That in addition to the existing regu-
Llis néme and lations on the subject, the name of the -
residence. Stated Clerk, and: the place of his resi-
1808 dence, be prmted on the ct:py of the ex-
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tracts to be' forwarded by mail; and that the Pres‘
byteues hereafter, or any member of Presbytery,
give notice to the Stated Clerk, of the conveyance |
by which their other extracts are to be for warded -
Vol IL. p. 252. -

" Resolved, That the Board of Mlssmns be autho--
rized always to .insert their. Missionary appoint-

ments in the appendlx to the printed extracts.—
VolI[[p321 S

The Stated Clerk was authorlzed to engage a

4847, Person to print the extracts which are to be

made from the minutes for printing; and also

to appoint an agent to forward the extracts to the
several Pxesbyterles Vol III p- 330,

Sect. 3. O THE TpMPORARY CLERK

Resolved, That a Temporary Clerk be chosen
Duties. Y each Assembly as heretofore, to read
uties.
1802, the minutes and communications to the As-
sembly, and otherwise aid the permanent
clerk as occasion may require ; and that he be paid
one dollar per day for his services.—Vol. L. p. 274.

" Resolved, Thai hereafter the Temporary Clerk
1806. shall receive 1o pecuniary compensation for
-his services. —Vol II p. 191. -

Sect. 4. OF THE ,TREASURER oF THE TRrus-
TEES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. “ (
On Motion, Ordered, That in all cases where
Duties, the General Assembly hath ascertained, or
1800. shall ascertain the rate of compensatlon for
services or business done, or to he done, by
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a.ny person. employed by them, -the Treasurer of
the corporation shall be authorized to pay the same,
“on a fair account of such service or business done
being first presented to the stated clerk of the Ge-
neral Assembly and allowed by him, and then ex-
_hibited -to the said treasufer for payment: and it
was also recommended- to the treasurer of the cor-
poration, as soon as may be after the rising of the
Assembly, to review their minutes, and to take
- therefrom an account ef all the appropriations of
.tznoney ‘that they may have made. —-Vol I. page
35

An echt state of the accounts of the tmstees,
to be exhibited by their treasurer-to the
his Accounts, Greneral Assemb}y, once in every-year,
1801. Whereupon it is recommended; That
this state of the accounts, be laid before
the Greneral Assembly, as early in their sessions as
{:ossnb]e, in order that the General Assembly may
now what appropriations it may be in their power
- to make, or what Instructions to give to their trus-
tees, respecting the monies in hand. —-Vol L
p. 270.

Re.‘folved, That it is hereby enjomed on a.ll ‘per-
4809. 501S; holding money belonging to, or col-
lected for, the Assembly, to pay the same
only to the Treasurer of the Trustees; and it is also .
enjoined on all persons to whom money may be
due_from the Assembly, if they do not personally
apply for it, to give their written orders autho-
rizing some one to receive the money for them —_
Vol. II. p. 289.
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OF THE SEYNODS. -
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CHAPTER 1L

OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SYNODS.

e

* Sect. 1. Ewtracts from the Records of the late
Synod-of New York and, Philadelphia. '

Your committe beg- leave-further to report, that
1786 they conceive .it will be most conducive to
* the interest of religion, that this Synod be:
divided into four Synods ; and therefore submit to
the Synod the ‘followjxi? plan for dividing the Sy-
7 hiladelphia, into four dis-
tinct Synods, subordinate to a General Assembly
to'be constituted out of the whole. '
" 1st. That one of the said Synods shall consist

of the Presbyteries of Puchess County, Suffolk,

New York, and New Brunswick; to be known by

* the name of THE Sy~op of NEw York AND NEW

JERSEY.
- - Y D
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2nd." That another Synod shall censist of the
Preshyteries. of Philadelphia, Lewis Town, New
Oastle, Baltimore, and Carlisle; to be known by the
_name of THE SYNoD oF PHILADELPHIA.
8d. That another Synod shall consist of the
Presbyteries of Redstone, Hanover, Lexington, and -
Transylvania; to be known by the name of THE
Synob oF VIRGINIA
4th. . That another Synod shall consist of the
Presbyteries of Abingdon, Orange, and South Car-

" olina; to be known by the name of THE SyNoD oF

THE CAROLINAS.
5th. That out of the body of these Synods,
A GENERAL AsseMBLY shall be constituted in the
»~ following manner; viz. That everyPresbitel y shall,
" at their last stated meeting preceding the meetmg
of the General Assembly, (depute to the General
Assembly, Commissioners, in the following propor-
tion :—Kach Presbytery consisting of not more than
six Ministers, shall send one Mmlster and one El-
der; each Presbytery. consmtmg of more than six
Mmlsters, and not more "than twelve, shall send:
two Ministers and two Elders; and so in the same
proportion for every six Mlmstas and these Com-
missioners, or any fourteen of them, whereof seven
to be Ministers, being met on the day and at the
place appointed, shall be competent to enter upon
business. And. the Judicatory thus constituted
shall bear the style and title of THE GENERAL As-
SEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE
Ux1TED STATES OF AMERICA.—Page 407.
Resolved unanimously, That the Synod be di-
1788, vided ; and it is hereby divided into four
Synods, agreeably to an act made and pro-
vided for that purpose in the sessions of Synod, in

L4
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the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty
six : and this division shall take place on the disso-
lution of the present'Synod.—p. 452.

Sect. 2. _'E..aatm\wt frbm the JAssembly’s Récorils.

On Motion Resolved, That the river Potomac be
1792. thre: boundary line between the Synods of
Philadelphia and Vn'glma, except the con-
gregation of Alexandria, which shall belong to
the Synod of Philadelphia. :

Sect. 8. The Synod of Vzrgmw divided in 1802.

Resolved, That the members of the Synod of
Virginia, aa;reea’bly to their request be divided into
three Synods, as follows ; viz.

1. 'That the Presbytenes of Hanover, Lexington,
and Winchester, constitute a Synod; to be known
by the name of THE SyNoD OF Virernia: That
they hold their first meeting at the Presbyterian

"Church in Lexington in Virginia, on the last Wed-
nesday in September next, and be opened with a
~ Sermon by the Rev. Dr. James Waddel, or, in case
of his absence, by the next senior Mlmster present;
and that they afterw ards meet upon thelr own ad-
journments. - :

2. That the Presbyteries of Redstone, Ohlo, and
Erie, be constituted a Synod ; to be known by the
name of THE Syxop OF PITTSBURGH That they
hold their first meeting in the Presbyterian Church
at Pittshurg, on the Tast Wednesday in Septem-
ber next, and be opened with a Sermon by the Rev.

James Power, or, in case of his absence, by the next

-
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senior Minister present and that they afterwards
meet on their own ad_]ournments

8. That the Presbyteries of Transylvama, West
Lexington, and Washington, be constituted a Sy-
nod ; to be known by the name of THE SynNoDp oF
Kentucky: 'That their first meeting be held in the
Presbyterian Church in the town of Lexington in
Kentucky, on the second Thursday in October
next, and be opened with a Sermon by the Rev.
James Welch, or, in_case of his absence, by the
next senior Minister who may be present; and
that they afterwards meet on their own adjourn-
ments.
" Resolved, That the Presbstery of Abingdon be,
"~ and it hereby is, taken from under the care of the
Synod of the €arolinas; and placed under the care,
and formed into a constituent part of, the Synod of
Vlrguua‘—ms

" Sect. 4. The Synod of .flllumy constituted in
1803.

Resolved, 'That the Presbyteries of Albany,
Oneida and Columbia, be, and they hereby are, -
constituted and formed into a Synod ; to be known
by the name of THE Sy~NoD oF ALBANY that they
hold their first meeting in the Presbyterian Church
of Albany, on the first Wednesday of October
next, at 2 o’clock, P. M. and be opened with a
Sermon by the Rev Jedediah Chapman, or, in case
of his absence, by the next senior Minister who -

~may be present ; and that they afterwards meet on
their own adJournments.
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Sect. 5. The Syn’od of Albany divided in 1812.

The followmg application from the Synod of Al-
bany, was overtured by the Commitiee of Over-
tures, that said Synod be divided in the manner
following 5 viz.

That the Presbyteries of Londonderry, Golum-
bia, Albany and Oneida, form the Eastern Division,
and be constituted a Synod ; to be called and known
by the name of THE Synxop oF ALBANY; and that
they hold their first meeting in the Presbyterlan
Church in the City of Albany,, on the first Wed-
nesday in October next, at 11 o’clock, A. M. and

that the meeting be opened with a Sermon, by the - ,

Rev. Samuel Blacthford, D. D. and, in case of his
absence, then by the oldest Minister present..

That the Preshyteries of Onondaga, Cayuga, and
Geneva, form the Western Division, and be con-
stituted a Synod ; te be called and known by the
" name of THE SYNOD oF GENEVA; and that they
hold their first meeting, in the First Plesbyteuan
Church in Geneva, on the first Wednesday in Oc-
teber next, at 11 o ’clock, A. M. and that the meet-
ing be opened with a Sermon by the Rev. David
nggms, and, in case of his absence, then by the
oldest mlmster Ppresent.

Resolved, That the Synod of Albany be d1v1ded
as above ; and it hereby is accordmgly dlwded

Sect. 6. The Synod of the Carolmas dwzded
in'1813. .

An ap hca.hon from the' Synod of the Carolinas,
for the division of’ their Synod, was overtured and

D2
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read. Whereupon it was' resolved, that the said
Synod be divided as follows : - -
 'That the Presbyteries of Orange,. Concord, and
Fayetteville be constituted a Syned ; to be known
by the name of THE Synop oF NorTH CAROLINA
to meet at Allemance Church, on the first Thurs-
day of October -next :=—That the Rev. Dr. James
Hall, or, in case of his.absence, then the senior mem-
ber present, open ‘the Synod with a Sermeon, and
preside until a Moderator be chosen ; and that the
Synod meet afterwards on their own adjournments.
" 'That the Preshyteries of South Carolina, Hope-
well and Harmony be constituted a Synod; to be
" known by the name of THE Synop or SoutH CAR-
oLINA AND GEORGIA 5 to meet on the first Thurs-
day in November next, at Upper Long Cane
Church, and aflerwards on their own adjourn-
‘ments j—that the Rev. Dr. Henry Kollock, or, in
case of his absence, then the senior Minister pre-
sent, preach the opening Sermon, and preside until
-a, Moderator be elected. : B

Sect. 7. The Synod of Kentucky divided in
'1814. ' '

The Committee to which were referred the petition
of the Presbytery of Lancaster for the division of the
Synod of Kentucky, and a resolution of the Synod
on the same subject, reported in favor of the peti-
tion: and it was resolved by the Assembly that the
Presbytery of Lancaster be separated from the Sy-
nod of Pittsburgh, and the Presbyteries of Wash-
ington and Miami be separated from the Synod of
Kentucky, and be erected into a new Synod; to be
known and called by the name of THE SyNop oF .
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Onio; to meet at Chilicothe, on the last Thursday of
October next; that the Rev. Robert G. Wilson, or, in
case of his absence the senior Minister présent, open
" the Synod with a Sermon, and presule until a new .
Moderator be chosen

Sect 8. The Lme between the Synods qf Okza o
and E‘entucky altered in 1815. -

A petition of the Synod of Ohio, praying an alte-
ration of the line dividing that Synod from the Sy-
nod of Kentucky, so that the Ohio river shall be the -
line dividing the two aforesaid Synods, was over-"
tured. The prayer of the petition was granted ; it
being understood, that the connexion now subsmtmg
between the congregatlon of Cabin Creek and the
Rev. William Williamson, shall not be thereby
effected, agreeably to the petition of the Elders of
said congregation, which has been forwarded to the
Assembly and read.

Sect 9, The Line between the ame Synods
again divided in 1817..

The committee to whom was referred the peti- -
tion of the Presbytery of Louisville for an altera-
tion in the Givision line between the Synod of Ohio
and the Syned of Kentucky, reported; and their

 report being read, was adopted, and is as follows;
viz.

Resolved, That the request be granted ; and that,
agreeably to the petition, so much of the Synod of

’ Olno, Wﬂhm the state of Indlana, as lies West of a
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Tline drawh due north from the mouth of Kentucky
river be attached to the Synod of Kentueky.

" Sect. 10. The Synod of Kentucky divided in
1817.° o , .

The commitiee to whom was referred the peti-
tion of the Synod of Kentucky, praying for a divi-
sion of said Synod, reported ; and their report being
read, was adopted, and is as follows; viz. ,

'That, agreeably to the request of the Synod of
Kentucky, the Presbyteries of Union, Shiloh, West

. Tennessee, and Mississippi, be constituted a Sy-
nod ; to be known and called by the name of Tur
Syxop oF TexNEsseE. That they hold their first
session at Nashville, on the first Wednesday of Oc-
tober next ; and that the Bev. James W. Stepheri-
son, or, in case of his absence, the senior Minister
who may be present, open the Synod with a Ser-
mon, and preside till a new Moderator be chosen.

Sect 11.  Presbyteries to be divided by Synods.

The committee of overtures laid before the As-
sembly an application from the Presbytery of Hun-
tingdon, for a division of their Presbytery.

- Resolved, That the Presbytery make their appli-
cation to the Synod to which they belong, being the
most proper judicature to decide in the case.—1808.

Sect. 12. A Elder from a Vacant Congrega-
tion has a right to sit in Synod.’

- 'The committee also over_turéd this question, Has
an elder, whom the discipline of our church autho-.
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rises to sit as a member in Presbytery, from a va-
cant congregation or united congregations, a right,
by that discipline, to sit in Synod, as.a representa-
tive of such cengregation, or con,gregatlons ?

The vote being taken, the question was determm-
ed in the affirmative.—1808.

O:ZSect 18. The Powers qf a Cemmzsswn qf Sy-
n

A Member of the committee appomted to pre-
4774, Dare an overturé respecting a commission of
Synod, brought in a draught, which being
read, and amended, was put to vote and carried
bya large maJonty, and is as follows: '
‘Whereas, there have arisen doubts in the mmds
of some members respecting the utility and powers
of what is called by us The Commission, the Sy-
nod proceeded to take this matter into consideration
- and after due deliberation, in order to remove any
scruples upon this head, and prevent all future diffi-
culties in this matter, do determine that the commis-
sion shall continue, and meet whensoever called by
the Mederator at the request of the first nine in the
roll of the commission, or a major part of the first
nine ministers ; and when met that it shall be invest-
ted with all the powers of Synod, sit by their own
adjournments from time to time: and let it also be
duly attended to that there can lie no appeal from
the judgment of the commission, as there can be-
none from the judgment of the Synod; but there
may be a review of their proceedmgs and judg-
ments by the Synod and whensoever this is done
®
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those who were members of the commission shall
be present and assist in forming all such judg-
ments, as the Synod may think proper to make
upon any such Review.—By the Syned of New
York and Pluladelphla, p 274

CHAPTER II .

OF THE DUTIES OF SYNODS. .

Sect. 1. Synod Books.

ON Motion, Ordered, That the minutes of the re-
spective Synods be lanl, yearly, before the Gene-
ral Assembly, to be by them lev1sed Vol I P-
4.—1789.

It is recommended to the Synods of ermla,
-and the Carolinas to send attésted copies of their
minutes, by their delegates to the General Assem-
bly, yearly, whenever they find it inconvenient
to send their books.  Vol. I p. 15.—1790:

Sect 2. Case of Order.

* On reading the minutes of Saturday re%pectmg
the report of the committee-for examining the mins,

“w
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utes of the Synod of Philadelphia, the Assembly
resolved, That the Synod be informed; that the
Assembly disapprove of the proceedings as repre-

~ sented in their records, in recommending a candi--.
‘date to be received as in full standing, before they -
had given a decision upon the allegations against
him. Vol L p. 86.—1791.

Sect. 3. Unconstitutional Act of the Synod of
New York and New Jersey. ' :

A remonstrance was presented by the Synod of
"New York and New Jersey against a decision of
the Assembly of last year, by which they deter-
mine that ¢it is unconstitutional for the Synod of
New York and New Jersey to enact, that in future
candidates who have the gospel ministry in view,
shall be required to attend to the study of divinity
at least three years before licensure:”’—W here-
upon, it was resolved, 'That this Assembly reconsi-

der the above decision; which was agreed to. And,

‘whereas, it appeared that there was no appointment

madeby the Synad of New York and New Jersey, -
of any particular persons to advocate their cause,

the Assembly, desirous to receive all the light they
can on the subject, resolved, That every member of ,

that Synod who ‘may be present shall have liberty -

to offer what he may think necessary for or against
the remonstrance: At the same time it was resolved,

"That this act of the Assembly ought not.to be used |

as a precedent.—The ' members of the Synod who
were present having been fully heard, the Assem-
bly adjourned. : , :

»

g
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- The Assembly resumed the consideration of the
remonstrance from the Synod of New York and
New Jersey; When a motion was made and se-
conded, as follows; viz. Resolved, as the sense of
this house, that the decision of the last General As-
sembly, which is the subject of complaint ought not
to be altered. On the question to agree to the
above motion, it was unanimonsly determined in the
affirmative. Vol. L. p. 79.—1793. :

" Sect. 4. Ordination gi’he titulo.

The following request was overtured by the .
"Committee of Bills and Overtures. :

That the Synods of Virginia and the Carolinas
have liberty to direct their Presbyteries to ordain
such candidates, as they may judge necessary to ap-
point on Missions to preach the Gospel; Where-
uypon, s ) .

Resolved, That the above request be granted—

. The Synods being careful to restrict the permis-
sion to the ordination of such candinates only as are

- engaged to be sent on Missions. 1795.—Vol. L
p- 108. , o

Sect. 5. The duty of a Synod in receiving a
- Presbytery under their care, not formerly in our
connexion, prescribed by the Assembly in 1800.

+  The committee to whom was referred by the Ge- ‘
neral Assembly, the consideration of an application
from Charleston Presbytery in South Carolina, to
be taken into connexion with the Assembly, made
their report; which beingcorrected, wasadopted,and,

v
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is asfollows: viz. —A,ﬁer examming the papers and
propositions brought forward by the Charleston
Presbytery,-the committee think if expedient, that.
the General ‘Assembly refer this businessto the.
consideration of the Synod of the Carolinas, with
whom this Presbytely must be connected, if they °
become a coustituent part of our body; Thatthe
said Synod be informed that the Presbytery ought, '~
in the event of a connexion with us, to beallowed.
to enjoy and manage, without ‘hirdrance or controul,
all funds and monies that -are now in their posses-
sion, and that the congregations under the care of
the Presbytery be permitted freely to use the system
of psalmody which they havealready adopted; ?i‘hat, ‘
on the other hand, the Synod ‘must be careful to as-
certain, that all the ministers and congregations be-
_longing to the Presbytery do fully adopt, not only

- the doctrine, but the form of Government and dis--
clphne of our- Church 1800.~ Vol I P 216

Sect. 6. .dcloptwn qf the S’tandards' qf our
Church, and_Form of Government and Discipline,
'reqmred by the late Synod of New York and *hila-

~ delphia, from a Presb tery. :

. A request brought in from a Presbyteli{ in New
"York Government to the east of North River, de-
siring to be incorporated with this Synod, and that
some members of the Presbyteries of New York,
and Suffolk, which are contiguous, may be allowed
to be Jomed with them in a Presbyterial capacity. +
After several members of this body had given full .,
satisfaction, concerning their characters, their good -
standingin the church, and that it was not from any  +
. Qissatisfaction kto the nelghbounng churches that*

.
£ . -
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they desn'ed to be united mth us; It was:

_ to grant their request, provided that they agree to
adopt_our Westminster Confession of . g’azth and

‘Catechisms, and engage to observe the Directory as

a Plan of Worship, Discipline, and Government,

“according. to the :‘1,greement of- this Synod. Itis
allowed that Mr. John Smith, and Mr. Charncy

+* Graham join with them, and’ from Suffolk Presby-

tery Messrs. Samuel Jacket,-and Ehpha]%et Ball,
and that they be called by the. name of utchess
County Presbytery, and. that Mr. David Bostick,
send them a copy of this minute to let them know
our determination. . 4768.—Page 69.

_The Preshytery of Dutchess County being pre-
sent, reported, That they have complled with the
stipulations of the Synod in the year 1763, and
have a&opted the W estminster Confession of Faith
and Catechisms, together -with the Directory for
‘Worship and Discipline, according to the usage of
this Synod, as appears from their minntes, which

~ were produced and read.  Certain members of said
~ Presbytery being present, were allowed to take
~ their seats 1766 —Page 100.

Sect. 1. Resolved 4l‘ha.t it be again solemnly
enjoined on all Presbytenes and Synods, within. -
the bounds of the General Assembly, on no accouut,
to interfere with the instructions given by the Com-
mittee of missions to Missionaries. Vol. IL p. 295
—1809. . '

Sect. 8. Tract Societies recommended in 1809.
- 'The committee appomted to report on the esta-
- blishment of a society for procuring and distributing_

’ e .
o - v »
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religious tracts, reported the followmg resolutwﬁ,
‘which was adopted.

Resolved, That, whereas it a,ppears to this As- ,
sembly, that great and increasing good hath ac-
crued to the Church of Christ, by the distribution -

of small, cheap, religious tracts; it is hereby ear-
* nestly recommended ‘that each Syned take mea-
sures for esta.bhshmg as many religious tract socie-
ties within their bounds, by the associating of one
or more Presbyterles, as may be ‘mest convenient
for this purpose; and that'such societies may adopt
such plan, for carrying into effect the object of this
resolution, as'may be most conducive, in theu* judg-
ment, to thls end.

For the rules relative to the reports_to be made
tg the General Assembly, see Part XII. Chap. IIL
ect, 3.
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PRESBYTERIBS,

GHAPTER L
OF THE CONSTITUTI%I\ST OF THE PRESBYTE-
. R1 ‘

—

Sect. 1. Ewtracts from the Recards of the Sy-
nod of New York and. szladelphm, Jor the year
1786.

THE commlttee appointed to prepare and report
a draught of a plan for the division of the Synod

- into three or more Synods, brought in their report,

which is as follows: viz.

Your committee beg leave to report that they
conceive it proper, previously to the division of the
Synod, to divide some of the Presbyteries,swhich

are now too exignsive in. theu' kimits ; gnd to new- -
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smodel some others, so as to render them more con-
venient than they -are at present: And therefore re-
-commend to the Synod, to institute the following
arrangement: viz.” . = ‘ )
1st. 'That Abingdon Presbytery be divided into -
two Preshyteries. The one to be bounded by
- New River on the north and east; by the Apala-
chian mountains on the south ; and by Cumberland
Mountain on the wests consisting of the Rev. .
Charles Cummins, Hezekiah Balch, John Cas- -
son, Samuel Doak, and Samuel Houston; to be
known by the name of THE PRESBYTERY of ABING-
DON, and to hold their first meeting agreeably to
adjournment of the late Presbytery of Abingdon.
The other to comprehend the district of Kentucky,
and the settlements on Cumberland River; con-
sisting of the Rev. David Rice, Thomas Craig-
head, Adam Rankin, Andrew M’Clure, and James
Crawford ; and to be known by the name of THE
PRrESBYTERY OF TRANSYLYANIA, and to meet for
the first time at Danville, in the district of Ken-
tucky, on the third Tuesday of next October; the
Rev- David Rice to preside; and, in case of his

absence, the senior minister present. ‘
- 2d. That the Preshytery of Hanover be divided
into two Presbyteries. The one to be bounded by
the Apalachian Mountains- on the north-west, by
the Presbytery of Orange-on the south, by the
Presbytery of Dennegal on the north and east,
and by the Chesapeake and Aflantic on the south-
east; consisting of the Rev. Richard Sanky, John
Todd, James Waddel, Wm. Irvine, John Blair
Smith, James Mitchell, John D. Blair, and Daniel -
‘M¢Culla; to be known by the name of HAnovER
PresSBYTERY; and to hold their first meeting at
. . : E°2

L ] [N . '&’ -
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. Hempdon Sldney, mPrlnceEdward’sCounty,
the third Thursday of September next; the Rev.
“Richard Sanky to premde, or, in his absence, the

-~ genior Minister present. "The other te be bounded

by the Presbyfery of Red-stone and Carlisle on the
horth, by the south-eastern ridge of the Apalachian

mountains on the east and south; and by New-river

on the west; consisting of the Bev John Brown,

‘Wm. Graham, Archibald Scott, James M<Connel,

. Edward Crawford, Benjamin Elwm, John Mont.

gomery, ‘Wm. Wilson, Moses Hoge, John M<Cue,

amuel Carrick, and Samuel Shannon; to be known

’ by the name of THE PRESBYTERY OF LexiNeToNng

and to meet for the first time at Timber Ridge in

Rockbridge county, on the last Tuesday of Sep-

tember next, the .Rev."Jolm Brown to preside, or
in his absence, the senior Minister present. -

3. That the Presbytery of Donnegal be divided
into two Presbyteries; one of which to consist of
the Rev. John Plemons, James Hunt, Stephen
Balch, and Isaac Keith, with the Rev. Dr. Patrick

~ Allisen from the late second Presbytery of Phila-
delphia, and the Rev. George Luckey from the

*  Presbytery of New Castle; to be known by the
mame of THE PRESBYTERY OF BALTIMORE; and to
meet for the first time inBaltjmore;T'own, on the
last Tuesday of October next; the Rev. Dr. Alli-
son to preside, or, in his absence, the senior Minis-

- ter present. 'The other-to consist of the Rev. Sam-

* uel Thompson, John Hoge, Hugh Magill, Robert
Cowper, James M:u-tm, James Lang, John Craig-

" head, John King, h Vance, Thomas M-Far-
ren, John M‘Km ght, % Robert Davidson, John

Black, Samuel Dougall, John Lynn, David Beard,
Samuel Waugh, Joseph Henderson, Matthew Ste--
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ven, and James Johnston, with the Rev. John El- *

der, and Robert M‘Murdic, from the late second

Presbytery of Philadelphia; to be known by the
‘name of THE PRESBYTERY oF CARLISLE; and tq °

hold their first ‘meeting agreeably to the adjourn-
ment of the late Presbytery of Donnegal.

4th. 'That the Rev. Colin M¢Farquher, late of
the Presbytery of Donnegil, be annexed to the

Presbytery of New Castle.~
5th. “That the distinction of the first Presbytery

and second Presbytery. of Philadelphia, shall

henceforth cease; and that the.members of these
two Presbyteries, except those that are ammexed to
the Presbyteries of Baltiniore and Carlisle; be
united into one Presbytery; to be known by the
name .of THE PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA § to
hold their meetmg on the third Tuesday of Octo-
ber next, in the City of Phlladelphla and the Rev.

Dr. Sproat to preside, or in his absence the senior

Minister present.. Page.405—407. .

. The Synod proceeded to consider the- report of
the committee on a plan for dividing this Synod
into three or more Synods ; and adopted it as far
as respects the arranging of the Presbyteries. And

the Synods hereby establish the arrangement there- :

in contained. Page 42:

) Sect 2. The Presbytery of Carlzsle dwzded m’l

1794, by the General Assembly.

An overture was laid before the Assembly,
through the Synod of Philadelphia, requesting a
division of the Presbytery of Carlisle ; wheréupon,
resolved, that the Presbytery be divided into two

Presbytenes, by a line along the Jumva river,
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from its mouth up to thie Tuscarora mountam, to
the head of the Path Valley, thence westwardly,

> to the eastern boundary of the Presbytery of Red-
. " stone, so as to leave the congregation of Bedford-to
. -, the south ;-that the Ministers seftled south of said

line, viz. Mr Snodgrass;, Mr. Waugh, Mr. Linn,
. Dr. Nesbit, Dr. Davidson, Mr. Wilson, Dr. Cooper,

Mr. Craighead, Dr. King, Mr. Lang, Mr. M<Pher-
rin, Mr. Paxten, Mr. Black, Mr. Henderson, Mr.

~ M<Mordy, and Mr. Jones; together with all those
. who have been erdained, .or shall be ordained, or

admitted within the limits now prescribed for the

. Presbytery-of Carlisle, since the last annual report.

from that Presbytery until the time when the said
Presbytery shall be dissolved; shall be known by

" the name of THE PRI-;SBYTERY oF CARLISLE; to

hold their first meeting at Carlisle, on the second
Tuesday of April. Dr, -Cooper was. appointed .to
preach a sermon on that occasion, and to preside -
until a new Modqrator shall be chosen; and, in case
of his absence, the next senior Mlmster present, to

- supply his place. - And also, that the .Ministers

settled north of the aforesaid line, viz. Mr.:Bard, -

Mr. Johun Johnson, Mr. Stephen, Mr.James John-
son, Mr. M‘Gill,- Mr. Martin, Mr. Bryson, Mr.

Morrison, and Mr. Hoge, together with all those.
‘who have been ordained, or shall be ordained, ,or
teceived by the Presbytery of Carlisle, within the .
limits prescribed for the Presbytery of Huntingdon,
until the time when the present Presbytery of Car-
lisle shall bhe dissolved ; shall be known by the

 name of THE PRESBYTERY .oF HuNTINGDON; to meet

for the first time in Mr. Martin’s Church, in Penn’s .
Valley, on the second Tuesday of April. ‘Mr. Hoge -
was appqjnted to preach a sermon on that occasion,

-
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and to preslde until a new Moderator shall be ’
chesen; and, in case of his absence, the senior Mm-
' lster present, to supply hxs place

-

Sect. 3 The Presbytery of .ﬂlbany dwuled 7
1802

‘ The commlttee to whom was referred the petl-, '
tion of the Presbytery of Albany, reported—The

report being conSIdered, was adopted, which is as
follows

-

- Your committee are of opmlon, that the lelSlOll

of the Presbytery ought to fake place;—but that
said Presbyteries ought not to be constituted a Sy-
nod, until the Synod of New York and New Jersey
be consulted on' the subject; and therefore submit
the following resolutions : =

- 1. That so much of the Presbytery of Albany as
Ties on the east side of Hudson’s River, including

‘the Rev. Messrs..-Harford, Bogue, Halsey, .and -

Coe, be constituted a Presbytery; by the name of
THE PrespyTERY OF CoLUMBIA ¢ That they hold
their first meeting in the Presbytermn church in
Tryon, the second Tuesday in Stigzember next 3
- and be opened with a-sermon by the

-on theijr own adjournments. .
2. That so much of the Presbytery of Albany as

hes on the west side- of the eastern line of the coun-
ties.of Otsego and Herkemer; including the Rev..

Messrs. Fish, Linsley, Dodd, Lewis, and Mr.
Chapman, late of the Presbytery of New York, and
: Mr. Snowden, late ot‘ the Presbytery of New

N

- .

Mr War- :
ford, or, in case of his absence, by the next senior .
minister .present; and that they afterwards meet
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BrunsWIck, be constituted a Presbytery, by the
‘name of THE PRESBYTERY OF ONEIDA: That they
* hold their first meeting in the Preshyterian church
. at Whitesborough, on the first Tuesday in Sep-

- tember next; and be opened with a sermon by the
"Rev. Mr. Ghapman, or, in case of his absence, by
the next senior Minister present; afterwards to
_~meet on their own adJoumments ,

8. That the remaining part of said Presbytery,
lying between the Hudson’s river, and the eastern
line of the ceunties of Otsego, and Herkemer, in-
cluding the Rev. Messrs. Miller, Hosack, Clark-
son, Nott, Bradley, and Sweetman, be constltuted'
‘a Presbytery, by the name. of THE PRESBYTERY OF
ALBANY :* That they hold their first meeting in the
Presbyterian church at Albany, on the third Tues--
- day in September next ; and be opened with a ser-
*nion by the Rev. Alexander Miller; or, in case of
his absence, by the next senior Minister present 3
af terwards to meet on thelr own adjournment.

\

" Sect. 4., The Presbytery qf Oneula divided in
“1805

Resolved That so much of the ex1stmg Presby-
tery of Onelda, as lies on the west side of the wes-
tern line of the counties of Chenango and Oneida,
including the Rev. Messrs. Jedediah ‘Chapman,
John Lindsley, Samuel Leacock and Jahez Chad-
wick, be constituted a Presbytery by the name of
THE PRESBYTERY oF GENEVA: that they hold their

* first meeting in the Presbyterian church at Geneva,
the third Tuesday of September next;and be open-
- ed with a sermon by Mr. Chapman, or, in case of:
his absence, by the next senior Minister present;

- A.
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* journments. . L _, .
- ' Resolved, That.so much of the existing Preshy-
tery of Oneida, as lies between the eastern line of

and that they afterwards meet on’ their own ad-

the counties of Otsego and Herkimer, and the wes-

tern line of the counties of Chenango and Oneida,

confaining the Rev. Messrs. Peter Fish, Samuel
F. Snowden, TIsaac Lewis, Joshua’ Knight and
James Carnahan, be constituted a Presbytery by

the name of THE PrESBYTERY OF ONEIDA: that

they hold théil‘,'ﬁrshmeetihg in. the Presbyterian -

church at Utica, on, the first Tuesday-of September

next; and be opened with a sermon by the Rev. -

Peter Fish, or, in case of his absence, by the next

senior Minister present ; and that they afterwards -

meet on their own adjournments. . .

Sect. 5 The Presbyterg]f of Union dttgiéhed‘ _taA“

the Symad of Kentucky, in 1810.

"The following letter from the ‘EPI:esbytéry of
Union, addressed to the stated Clerk, to be commu- -

nicated to the Assembly, was read, .

Rev. Eath_él_'s ‘and Brethren,

This Presbytery, havmg ilnderétood, from doc-
- uments received, that they are not. yet attached to

a + ¢ State qf Tgnﬁesseé; 19¢h -&prﬂ 1810.-

¥

any Synod, the last Aggegbly having been ata -

loss to know whether they wished to be attached

to the Synod of Virginia or of Kentucky, they now
most respectfully request the assembly to attach’
them to the Synod of Kentucky. This request,

N « ~
B o i N ~ *
A s PRI .
A ~ . ~
“- T N
. ...
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Rgv Sn's, 1 lay before 3 you by order of the Pres-

bytery.
ROBERT HENDERSON Stated clerlc ”

Resolved ‘That the request of the aforesaid
Presbytery be granted; and it is hereby granted ;
‘and the Presbytery of Union is by the A.ssembly :
attached to the Synod of Kentucky ,

Sect 6 Presbytemes not to mtewfere wzth each.
Other. 1798.

"It shall be deemed 1rregular for any Presbytery
to appoint supplies within the bounds of another,
- without their concurrence; or for any minister to
officiate in another’s congregation, w1thout ask.lng ,
and obtalmng his consent, or the session’s, in case
+ the minister be absent, yet it shall be esteemed
. unbrotherly for any one, in ordinary circumstances,

_to refuse his consent to a regular member, when re-
quu ed ' : Do

: Sect T Mzmsters wztlwut charges, members
qf Church Judicatwres. 1816. :

" The Committee to which was referred the Over-
“ture from the Pl:esbytery of Baltlmore, in the fol-
lowing words : viz. ‘‘Are ministers without char-

' “ges, constituent members of our church judicatures,
and have they an equal vonce with settled pastors,
‘and ruling elders of congrésations in ecclesiastical
government 7 reporte(l and their report, being
read and a.mended was adopted and is as fol-
lows: viz.

In the Judgment of this Assembly, thls questlon is -

,®

-
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answered affirmatively, Chap. IX. Bect. 2, of the
form of government of the Presbyterian Church in
these words: < A Presbytery consists of all the min-
isters, and one ruling elder from each congregation,
within a certain district.” 1816.

CHAPTER IIL

OF THE DUTIES OF THE PRESBYTERIES. .
D g

 Sect. 1. A Rule régulating the intercourse of |
Presbyterieswith each other. - '

A CASE was referred to the General Assembly
for counsel, from the Presbytery of New Castle,
which is as follows: viz. ¢ At a meeting of the
Presbytery of New Castle, in Wilmington, upon
the first T'uesday of January, 1791, and continued
by adjournments ;—The Rev. James M‘Coy, of
Morris County Presbytery, with a commission from
Queen Ann’s congregation, applied to be received
as a member of the Presbytery. As Mr. M¢<Coy
“had been under trials for licensure, in the Presby-
tery of New York, and was licensed and ordained
by the Presbytery of Morris, this Presbytery
agreed not to receive hn; ag a meigber, until his
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caée be lald before the General Assembly, at their

next stated meeting.”” The General Assembly,

upon considering this case, determined,—That nei-
ther the Presbytery of New Castle, nor any other
Presbytery, ought to receive Mr. M¢Coy into their
connexion, unfil he shall have produced a certifi-
cate from the Presbytery of New York, of his hav-
dng given them the satisfaction which his case re-
‘quires. 1791.—Vol. I. p. 37.

Sect. 2. Howto dismiss a Minister.

" Resolved, Thai, whereas it is a fundamental
principle of the government and discipline of the

 Pipsbyterian Church, that every Minister of the

spel belonging to it, be subject, at all times to his
brethren in the Lord ; and accountable to them for
the orthodoxy of his principles, and for kis moral,-
religious, and orderly deportment: It is therefore
ordered, That every Presbytery, under the care
of this. Assembly, whenever they dismiss a mem-
ber, be careful particularly to specify, with what
_ Presbytery, {Association, Classis, or other Religious
body, he is to be.associated after his dismission; (to
which some of the Presbyteries do not appear to

have been sufficiently attentive;) and that every -

member so dismissed, be, in all cases, considered as
amenable to the Presbytery achich has dismissed
him, till he shall become connected with the eccle-
siastcal body which he shall have been directed to
join.—1806.
Sect. 3. The time for studying Divinity. _
" 'The Assembly called for the reports of the Pres-
. . 4‘ ) S ) " .

.
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byteries, relative to a point on which their opinion
was required, by the last Assembly: viz. « Whe-
ther it would be proper to extend the time neces-

~ sary for young mien to apply to the study of divini-
ty, before they be taken on trials, to three years at -
least:”” When it appeared that a considerable ma-
Jority of the Presbyteries had given it as their opin--
ion, that the time of study ought net to be ex-
tended --1794 Lo

Sect. 4. A Rule relative to stwlents canﬁrmed
in 1792,

But, masmuch as acts whlch have been perform-
<d in an informal manner, must often when done be
sustained, - the Assembly do hereby sustain the li-
censure and ordination of Mr. Hindman; while, at

“the sametime, -they enjoin it, in the most pointed
manner, on the Synod of Philadelphia, to give par-
ticular attention that no Presbytery under their care
depart, im any respect, from that rule of the former
Synod of New York and Phlladelplua,, which is

.as follows: viz. -

. %'The Synod judges that any student in dmmty, ,
1792, who professes a design to enter into the mi-
_mistry, has a right, in ourpresent situation,
to study for his nnprovement, under the direction
of any divine of reputation in the Synod, accordmg

‘to a former act ; but, that when he proposes to en-
ter upon tr,lals, with a view to the ministry, he
shall come under the-care of that Presbytery to
which he most naturally belongs : and he shall be .
deemed most naturally to belong to that Preshyte-
ry, in whose bounds he has been brought up and
lived for the most part, and where he is best known,

"
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But; if another Presbytery desire that-any student
or students should come into their bounds; 5 or if
. amy such student or students for greater conveniency,
or from any circumstances that make it necessary,
desire to enter upon trials, in a different Presbyte-
ry, upon his oﬂ'erms satisfactory reasons, he may
be dismissed: But in either case, the Presbytery
to which he removes, shall -not receive nor admit
-him to come under trials, upon his having a certifi-
cate as a regular church member only ; but he shall
bring a testimonial from the Presbytery, or several
neighbouring ministers where he lived, recommend-

ing him as a candidate for the ministry, of exem- .

plary piety and holiness of conversation ; nor shall

any thing less be esteemed a sufficient recommen- -

dation.” :
It was ordered that the foregomg rule, establish-
“ed by the Synod of New York and Philadelphia,
in 1764, be published for the information of the
Presbyteries. '
~ Upon motion, Ordered, That the above minute
be entered on the minutes of the Synod of Phila-
delphia, and that a copy of this judgment be trans-
nlmtted to every Presbytery under ther care.~~Vol.
p. 60. , .

- Sect. 5 Another Rule adopted by the Synod in
the same year, in relation to students.

As to the 5th Query,* Though the Synod enter-
tains a high regard for the Associated Churches of

N"ew England, yet we cannot but judge, that stu-

. The preceding judgment was given, in answer 1o the 3d of several
queries proposed to the Synod and the above in answer to the 5th. -

A
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owan Presbyteries, to gbtain.. - 65

~ turn and officiate among us, act veq(il th
are not to be approved or employe an oyp
teries; As hereby we are deprived of . I to re.
trying and approving the qualifications ¢ of and
candidates : yet if any cases shall happen, whe, ~
‘in such a conduet may in some circumstances be - -
thought necessary for the greater good of any con-
gregatlon, it shall be laid before the Presbytery to  _
which the congregation belongs, and approved of -
by them —1764. p. 80. A

Sect. 6. The dd ption of the Confession of
Fuith to be required q Ministers, who wish to en-
ter into our connexion.

The Rev. Mr. Jonathan Leavit from New Hamp- _
shire, in New England, produced to the Synod cer-
tificates of his reo-ular standmg in the Gospel Min-
~istry ; and havmg professed his desire to join with-
* this body, after adopting the Westminster Confes-
sion of Faith, as the confesszon of his faith, and
having promised to conform himself to the West-
minster Directory for Worship and Gevernment,
he was received as a member of the Synod, and

was advised to put himself under care of some one
of our Presbytenes -—1765 P 98. '

~

Sect. 7. Ordi'nation gine titulo.

The Presbytery of Hartford stated to the Assem-

1810. bly, that in their opinion it would be advan-

ous to the cause of religion to ordain

Mr. Robert Sample, sine titulo, and requested
F 2, » &
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< him whereupon, Resolved,

com'mlttee appointed to consider and  present
ordination 1. the Assembly. the- draught of an order
sine titulo, Which it may appear to them, that the As-
1811. sembly should adopt on the subject of or-
dinations sine titulo, reported; and their
“report, being read, was consxdered at some length,
and the farther conmderatlon of it was postponed,
to take up the following substltute, whlch, being
discussed, was adopted. .
Whereas, there may exist cases, in wlnch it may
be needful for Preshyteries to ordain, without a re-
gular call; but as the frequent exercise of this power
~may be dangerous to the church; and as this case
does not appear to be fully provided for in our con-
stitution and book of discipline; Therefore, Re-
solved, That the following rule be submitted to
the Presbyterles, for their opinion and appropation ;
. which, when sanctioned by a majority of the Pres-
bytenes belonging to this church, shall become a
constitutional rule : viz.
That it shall be the duty of Presbyteries, when
they think it necessary to ordain a candidate, with-
" out a particular call to a congregation or congrega-
tions, to take the advice of their respective Synods,
or of the General Assembly, before they proceed to
this nrdmatwn

The commtbee appo inted to report a statement

, 1812 of the dscisions of the several Presbyteries,
on the standing rule proposed by the last As-

“on thz sub;eat of ordination sine titulo, yeported ;

L ) > ]
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and the report, being read, was accepted, and is as
follows; viz. That deasxons have been received
from the Presbyteues of Albany, New York, Phi-
ladelphia, South Carolina, Transylvania, Umon,
Miami, Londonderry, Geneva, Hudson, Jersey, -
New Brunswick, Baltimore, New Castle, Harmo-
ny, West Lexington, Washlngton, and Hanover ;
and that of these the first seven are in favour of the
rule proposed, and the remalmng eleven are against
it.

~ A motion was made and seconded, that this sub-
ject be now dismissed,. i. e. that the-proposed rule
be not sent down again to the Presbyterles and af-
ter comsiderable (hscussmn, was determmed in the

affirmative.

. Regolved, 'That, as a considerable and evident
1813. diversity of ‘opinion, has for a length of time
- existed among the Judlcatures and ministers
of our eommunion, on the question, whether Pres-
byteries can -regularly proceed to ordination sine
- titulo, without consulting a higher judicature ; and
it is expedient, for the peace and order of the
church, that.this question should be decided ; this
Assembly, therefore, repeal the act of the last As-
sembly, by which a further attention to this sub.-
ject was dismissed ; and the Assembly do further
direct, that all the Pr esbyteries under the care of
the Assembly, as well those which have heretofore
voted on this subject, as those which have not, do
send up in writing the expressions of their oplmon
on the subject to the next General Assembly ;
order that there may be a constitutional and ﬁna,l
decision on the point in controv ersy, and that the
practice relailve thereto may be umform in all parts

- w
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of our church. 'The rule proposed, and on which
an affirmative or negative vote of the Presbytenes
is required, is in the following words : viz.

«Tt shall be the duty of the Presbyteries, when
they think it necessary to ordain a candidate with-
out a call to a particular pastoral charge, to take

the advice of a Synod, or of the General Assembly, -

before they proceed to such or(lmatlon ”

~ The committee appomted to repmt a sta.tement
of the decisions of the several Presbyte-
ries, relative to a rule proposed by the last
Assembly, on the subJect of ordination sine titulo,
which decisions had been read in_the Assembly ;
reported, and the report, being read, was accepted,
and is as follows : viz.

That from twenty-two Presbyterles, viz. Cayu-
ga, Columbia, . Londonderry, . Albany, Hudson,
Onondaga, Jerse) , Carlisle, Baltimore, Northum-

" berland, Huntingdon, Lancaster, Redstone, Win-
- chester, Harmony, Lexington,. Orange, Washing-
ton, Tnansylvama, Miami, Oneida, and Geneva,~

written reports in the negatlve ‘were received—that.

from four Presbyteries, viz. Concord, Ohio, South.

Carolina, and-Mublenberg, written reports were
received in the affirmative—that from four Presby-
teries, viz. New York, New Castle, New Bruns-
wick and West. Lexmgbon, verbal reports in the ne-
%atlve were received—and that from the other

resbyteries no reports were recelved—therefore
the proposed rulé was negatived.

Sect. 8. Rule relatwe to the hzgher excom-

.munication.

-
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"The Synod of New York and New Jersey hav-
ing requested of the General Assembly an explica-
tion of a clause in our -book of discipline, in the
chapter of censures, Seciy15. The Assembly.de-
termined, that the article is in itself plain and ex-
plicit; and that, when it shall be thought proper,
by any church, to proceed to the sentence of the
higher excommunication, and apply to Presbytery
for their concurrence, agreeably to our constitution,
the Presbytery certainly will not give any decision
in the case, until the object of censure be regularly
cited to appear, that he may have an opportunity of
availing himself of the nght of appeal -—1’790
Vol. L p. 18. , ,

Sect. 9. No Mzmster can be divested of his Qf
Jice but by deposition. :

Resolved, That it is a principle of this Church,
that no minister of the gespel can be regularly di-
vested of his office, except by a course of discipline
‘iermmatmg in his deposition; that if any minister,
by providential circumstances, become mcapable of .
exercising his ministerial functions, or is called to
suspend them, or to exercise them- only occasional-
ly, he is still to be considered as fully possessing
the ministerial character and privileges ; and his
brethren of the Presbytery are to inspect his con- -

" duct 3 and while they treat him with due tenderness
and sympathy, they are to-be careful that he do not ’
neglect ministerial duty, beyond what his circum-
stances render unavoidable :—That if any minister
‘of the gospel, through a worldly spirit, a disrelish
for the dnties of his office, or any other criminal mo-
tive, become noghgent or cayeless, he is by ne means
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to be suffered to pursue this course, so as at length
to be permitted to lay aside the ministry without
“censure § because this would be to encourage a dis-
regard of the most solensn obligations, by opening
a way to escape from them with impunity.—But in
- all such cases, Presbyteries are seasonably to use
the means, and pursue the methods pointed out in
the word of God and the rules of this Church, to
recal their offending brother to a sense of duty; and
if all their endeavours be ineffectual, they are at
'l(:ililgth regularly to exclude or depose him from his
office. o - o

If any cases or questions relative to this subject
shall arise in Preshyteries, which are not contem-
- plated by the provisions of this rule, such cases or
- questions should be referred to the Geeneral Assem-
bly for a special decision.—1802.

Sect. 10. The principle stated in. the zirec'eed-
ing section, acted on by the late Synod of New York
and Philadelphia, in 1783. *

The Presbytery of New York reports, that the
Rev. Mr. William Woodhull, one of their mem-
bers, appeared before them at their last meeting,
and stated to them his situation, as being still inca-
- pable of exercising his ministry, by his continued
‘indisposition, and the little, or rather no, probabili-
ty of his ever being able to attempt the exercise of
" it in future ; and that he was at the same time en-
gaged in certain secular employments, that would
seem to render it improper to have his name in their
- records as a member, while he is incapable of at-:
tending their meetings, or discharging any of the
great duties of his Ministry : and therefore submit-
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ted to them the propmety of their continuing amd
considering him as a member from time to time :
and that the Presbytery, on considering his situa-

tion, thought it best to leave his name out of their .

records in future, till he shall be able to return te
the exercise of his ministry, an event that would
give them great pleasure.. :

‘The Synod considered the above report, and
~ are of opinion that Mr. Woodhull ought to he con-
tinned a member of the Presbytery of New York ;

aud therfore direct the Presbytery to insert hlS

name in thexr roll.——p 352.

Sect' 11. .ﬂ deposed Mmzster should be. pub
lished. :

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Pres-
byteries under the care of the General Assembly,

when they shall depose any of their members from -

the exercise of the ministerial office ; and when any

person so deposed shall, without havmg been regu-
larly restered, assume the ministerial character, or

attempt to exercise any of the ministerial functions ;

- that in such case, with a view to prevent such de- -

posed person from impesing himself on the church-
es, Presbyteries be careful to have his name pub-

" lishe in the JAssembly’s Magazine, as deposed from h

the ministry, that all the churches may be enabled

to guard themselves agamst such dangelous impo- . .
- sitions.—1806. :

Sect. 12. Deposztum aml pxcommumcat’ton dis-.

fmct 5
“In the Judgment of tlus Assembly, the depom-
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“tion and excommninication of a minister are distinot
‘things, not necessarily connected with each- other;
but when comnected onght to be inflicted by the
Presbytery to whom the power of judging and cen-
suring ministers properly belongs.—1814. -

- Sect. 13. Case of testimony.

The following question signed by William C.
Davis: “Whether testimony taken before a Ses-
sion, and sent up to the Preshytery, under the sig-
nature of Moderator and Clerk, will not be sufficient
in references, as well as appeals to render the case
thus referred both orderly and cognizable by Pres-
. Iy, was answered in the aﬂitmatlve —17917.
vol p. 149. ,

Sect. 14. . Sesswnal Records to be examined.

The following resolution 'was submitted to the

. 4809, Assembly, and, after a lengthy discussion,
was adopted.

‘Whereas it appeared, in the course of the free

* -+ conversation on the state of religion, that in one of

the Presbyteries, under the care of the Assembly,

- the sessional records of the several church sessions ,
~ were not regularly called-up and examined, every
year, by the said Preshytery; and there is reason to
believe that other Presbyteries had conducted in the
same manner : therefore,.

. Resolved, That it be, and it hereby is, required
~ of all the Presbyterles, within the bounds of the
General Assembly, annually, to call up and exam-
ine the sessxonal records of the several churches

-
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undmhm cm, as dn'ected in the book of dum- '

plme

The Presbytenes were called upon to report what
1810. attention they had severally paid to the
. order of the last ‘Assembly, in relation to

sessmnal records. Upon enquiry, it appeared that

the Presbyteries had- almost universally oomphed

, w1th the ordel

The committee appomted to- consider. the order

of the last General Assembly, respecting. the exam:

ination of session books, brought in their repmt
which was read and adopted, and is as follows :
The Assembly after seriously reviewing the or-

der of the last Assembly, can by no means rescind

the said order; inasmuch as they consider it as
founded on the censtitution of our church; and as
“properly resulting from the.obligation on the high-

&

est judicatory of the church, to see that the consti-.

tution. be_duly regarded. Yet, as it is alleged,

that insisting on the rigid ‘execution of this order,

with respect to some of the church sessions, would

not be for edlﬁcatmn, the Assembly are by no means

disposed to urge'any Presbytery to proceed under

» Sect ‘15 . fin_ injunction of. the late Sg/nod qf"
 New York and Phi adelphia, pubhshed by order qf
 the JAssembly, in 1798. _ -

this order, beyond. what they may consider pmdent s
and usefu] v y

‘The Synod conSIdermg the educatxon of- youth, :

‘and their being early instructed in just principles
_of 1ellg;0§, as one of the most useful. ‘means of pro-



L

ohngthe inftuence of the. Gospel in our chiurches;
Resolved, That it be enjoined on every. Presbytery,
in appointing supplies to their vacant ‘congregations,

. totake order that every vacant congregation with-
- in their limits be carefully catechized, at least, once -
in the year, in the same manner as.is required by
the order of our eburch, in congregations supplied

- with regular pastors;’ that the ministers appointed -
to this duty, be required, at the next meeting of
Presbytery, to render an account of their fidelity in
this respect ; and that the. Presbytenes be required

* 3: render an a:ccount of thexr attention to th.:s or-
r.

14 . Tae msnwnmné * [PART 1 “
' |

- .. ‘_“ 7 s " S " : - I
s Sect 16. 4 pastoral care to be exerczsed over
baptzzed children. .

* The Committee to which the pasbora.l letter had
been committed, submitted to the Assembly. the”
followmg resolutmn Whlch, being read was adopt-

Ced:

© Whereas the book of dlqcxphne states that chil-
. dren, born within the pale of the visible church and

. dedicated to God in baptism, are under the inspec-’

tion and government-of the church, and specifies

-various important particulars, in which that inspec-

. tion and government should be, exercised, as also - * |

directs the mode, in which they shall be treated if

they do not.perform the duties of church members*

‘and whereas there is reason te apprehend, that © *

many of our congregations negleet to catechise the

children that have been admitted to the sealing or-

> dinance of baptism, and’ do not exercise suitable
. discipline over them : therefore, -

.Resolvetl, That the dxﬁ'erent Pmsbytenes thlun

. —— e .~ -
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our bounds are hereby directed to inguire of the dif-
ferent sessions, whetier a proper pastoral care be

. exercised over baptized children in their congre-
gations, that they learn the principles of religion,
and walk in newness of life before Ged; and that
said Presbyteries do direct all sessions that are de-
linquent in this respect, to attend to it curefully and

"wnthout delay —1809.. » -

S RS

' Sect. 11, Specml care to be taken in selectmg
schoolmasters —8ee Part IV. Sect. 9.

: Sect 18 The Gonfesswanth, Q‘c. to ba
-etrculated. .

The committee appomted to ‘inquire, whether
some plan cannot be devised for the wider circula-
. = tion of the Confession of Faith and the Constitution _
of the Presbyterian Church, reported; and their
,report, being read and amended, was adopted, and
is as follows : viz.

1st. That it be stnctly enjoined on all the Pres
‘byteries, under the care of ti\e General Assemb}y,

. to-endeavour, by such means as upon careful ex- ‘

_ -amination shall to-them appear best, to promote
“the diffusion and wider circulation of the Confes-
" sion of Faith and book of dlSClpllne of the Presby

. terian. Church. :

) 2nd That it be recommended to the congrega.-
‘tions in our connexion, to take measures to supply
their own poor with the Confession of Faith, and *
Catechisms, and Book of Dlsclplme of our Ghurch |
—1816.

Y o
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. Sect 19, .fl Mzsswnary recommemlatwn in
,1811 ‘

Resolved Tlmt the General Assembly recom-
vmend to the Presbyteries to send out their mem-
‘bers, either by pairs or individually, to act-as Mis-
sionaries, in' the country contlguous to their resi-
dence, for one or two weeks in the course of a year;
and that they be allowed, as their compensation,

~ what they may collect in their mission; provided
“- . the sum se collected do not exceed the rate of %38
" 88cts. per month.
- Resolved, That 1t would tend to promote the in-
“terest of missions, if the Missionaries were to re-
ceive religious books and tracts for distributien
_among the people to whom they are sent ; and' that,
in order to.accomplish- this object the more easily,
Resolred, That the Presbyteries be directed fo point.
< out places of deposite, with the best method of con-
.veying such books and tracts

Sect 20. .ﬂttendance on the .&ssembly

\- " The Assembly, having found by the experience
1802. of several years past, that the business to.-
which they are regularly called to attend is
‘80 greatly increased, that ‘the sessions are unavoid- )
- ably protracted to a'much greater length than for-
merly; judged .it expedient that the Presbyteries .
should be, and they hereby are, informed, that their
Commissioners should attend with the expeotatmn
that the sessions will be of two weeks continu--
ance, and that arrangements should. be made ac-
L cordmgly --Vol I p 308 '

2
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- Revolved, 'That it be earnestly recommended to
4815, the-Presbyteries, that they enjoin it upon

* their Commissioners to the Assembly to be
punctual in attending at the commencement of its
8essions, as considerable inconveniences are found
to result in this respect.- - o '

Sect. 1. Sundry injunctions and recommen- -
dations passed in 1799. - S :

It requires, under the gracious direction and in-
fluence”of divine -Providence, the awakened zeal
- and combined exertions of all the friends of the gos-
pel of - Christ, and especially of its ministers and ~
other officers, to-arrest the progress of vice and pro-
faneness, and - to advance the principles and prac-
tice of virtue and piety. - For this end it seems to -
"be requisite to revive and- invigorate our aitention -
to the qualifications and imprevements with regard
to the ministry—to the wise and faithful discharge
of our pastoral duties—and to the extension of the
means of grace to those pertions of our country that
have hitherto been destitute of this blessing. Your
_» committee therefore, recommend to the Assembly
to enjoin it upon all their Presbyteries.

1st. To take the most effectual order in their

| Quiifications POV to intcrease, if possible, the qual=
of Candidates. -ifications of candidates for the gospel

= - ministry, with regard both to sincere -

- piety, and to solid and extensive learning, that the -
improvements of the pulpit may keep full pace with -
the progress of society and letters. S

. o IR ¢ A
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2nd. That they endeavour, ‘as far as the state of
Support of S0Ciety in different parts of our Church,
mp,,{',‘:,,,,: will permit, to withdraw the ministers of
‘ ‘the gospel from every worldly avocation
~ for the maintenance of themselves and families, that
‘they may:devote-themselves. entirely to the work
of their ministry- And that, for this end, they la-
bour to convince the people of the advantage that
“will accrue to themselves from making such ade-
quate provision for the support of their teachers and
pastors, that they may be employed wholly in their
sacred calling. And, in those places, where it may
be found prudent and practicable, that they devise
eans to have the contracts between congregations
and pastors examined in the Presbyteries, at
stated: penods——mqumes instituted with regard to
to reciprocal fulfilment of duties and engagements
~ —and endeavours used to promote punctuality and
. fidelity in both parties, before distress on one side,”
and complaint on the other, grow to a helght un-
- iavourable to the mterests of 1ellgxon =

. 3d. That masmuch as the clergy in many smm-
C nercerational tions in" the country have it notin their
ﬂﬁf,ﬁ.’.‘e:’"a power to furnish themselves with li- .
braries, so.various and extensive, as to
enable them to discharge their office in the manner
most useful to the people, most dignified to the pul-
pit, and most honorable to religions it be recom- .
mended to Presbyterles, to take measures to pro-
_mote the establishment of congregational libraries,
under such regulatlons, that the Preshyteries shall
. have the principal direction in the choice of the
*  books with which those libraries shall be furnish-
> eds the ministers of the respective churches, shall

-

-
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have the immediate.- -care, and the constant usé of
them, and that means be used to make ammal aug-
mentatlons to them. - . o

4th That, in the (hscharge of pastoral dutles,
Diligerce in Pas- “they take the utmost care, that the
+ tosal Duties. . word of God be known and under-
...« stood by the people; and that, for this
: urpose, in their public lqg,tructlons], the. practice of

- ecturing on certain portiops of the holy scnptqres,'

be not-laid aside, but rather revived and increased:
—That - they endeavour, where it is prudent and
practlcable, to institute private societies for read-

ing, prayer; ‘and pious. conversation. Above all, -

that. they be faithful in the duties of family VISIta-
‘tion, and the catechetical instruction. of  children
and yeuth.. Aud, that, in orderto aid these views,
they endeavour to engage. the sessions of the re-

‘spective congregations, or other men most distin- -

guished for intelligénce and piety in them, to as-

-sume, as trustees, the superintendance and i inspec- -

tion of the schools established. for the instruction

and improvement of, children in-the elemeats of

knowledge; to see that they be provided with teach-

., ers of grave and lespectable characters, and that
‘these teachers, amonm other objects of their duty, °
instruct their pupils in’ the principles of religions -

which shall be done, as often as possible, in the,
presence of one-or mere of the aforesaid trustees,
under the deep conviction, that the care and edu-
cation of children, the examples set before them,
- and the first lmpl'essmns made on their minds, are
of the utmost 1mportance to civil socmty, as well as
to the Chlll ch.
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5th. "That ms.smuch as the "Gerieral - Assembly
Contributions B¢ assxduously labouring to propagate
for Missions, the gospel throughout-our extensive and
.growing frontiers, and-in those places.

most destitute of the means of grace, it be earnestly
enjoined on each Preshytery to use their mest dili-

‘gent endeavours, to eollect voluntary and liberal

contributions, and to obtain pious denations and

~ bequests from every wpgregatmn, .whether fur- .

nished with a pastor, or vacant, ‘in order supply

‘the funds, which are absolutely necessary to carry
~on with advantage this great and charitable work.

- Let ministers study.to impress the. minds of the
people, with the importance of the object, be dili-
gent in their own exertions to promote it, and punc-
tual in forwarding their contribntions to the Trea-
surers of the commissions of the southern Synods,
or to the Treasurer of the Trustees of the Presby-
terian Church in the United. States of -America’;
assured, that without their faithful aid and co-ope-

“ ration, missions and other undertakings of utility

to the church, so piously begun, and hitherte con-

“ducted with such promising. prospects of success,

must eventually fail. And let it be required of all
the Presbyteries, that they annually send up to the .

" General Assembly, along with the duplicates of

their reports, exact accounts of all monies received,
and transmitted for these objects, that they. may be

- used as checks on the Treasury.

" Printed

.-

6th. That the. rgcommendatlons and - regula-,«
~ tions; that are, from year to-year, made and -
Extraci.  published by the General Assembly, may
o always be known and present in the judica- -
toms of the church, for their direction and govern-
Y oo . v

. . .. . y »
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ment, that it be required that each Presbytery, Sy-
nod, and. the General Assembly for ever, preserve
one copy of the extracts or journals, that are yearly
‘published, for its own usé-—that it shall be indexed,

‘and stitched or bound with those which have prece-
ded it, in-the manner that-shall be deemed most
expedient; and that the whole ‘shall be always
kept, or brought up to the place of meeting of such
Presbytery, Synod, or General Assembly, along
with thelr own records o

Tth. That they send u with their yearly re- ' -
ports, a schedule, containing the number of com-
municants belonging to each of their churches, and
the number of persons yearly baptlzed, whether'
in infancy, or at adult age. - :

AR which is humbly submitted by your commlt-
tee.

The report being read, resolwd, that it be ap-
proved and adopted—and ordered, that the several -
Synods, Presbyteries, and individual churches, as
far as they are respectively concerned, govern them-
selves accordmgly —Vol | p 204, 205 '

 Sect. 22. Subscmptwn to the Widows’ fund, re- ’
commended, in-1800. - '

The Assembly. earnestly recommend it to the
Presbyterles, that, when they. settle ministers in-
their churches, they endeavour to convince such .
ministers, of the' importance of their speedily be-
.coming contributors to the Widows’ fund; where-
by they may at once provule for the support of
- -heir own' famnhes, and assist m supportmg an

B¢ ) o. - : E

e



" THE PRESBYTREIES.  [PART ni.

institution so chantable and useful in the church
--—Vol. I P 227

See, Part VI at the close, a statemeut on this
_subject by the TFreasurer of the corporation of the
- Widows’ fund, pubhshed by order - of the Assem-
. bly in 1818 ,

CHAPTER III

eF THE REPCRTS OF PRESBYTERIES

Sect. 1. Wmtten reporta on the state qf Reli

 gion reqmred

: WHEREAS it has been the practlce of the Ge-
neral Assembly, for a number of years past, (a
practice from which much infermation highly inter-
esting, useful -and animating, has been derived) to
‘make enquiries of all the representatives of tlie
. Preshyteries, as well as from those of the sister
- churches with which the Assembly is connected,
. relative to the state of religion, within the region
. from which the representatives severally come; and
whereas it is desirable that the information so col- -
lected should be complete, concise and accurate,
o ' - ' ’ ~

L - " . .
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ey N - .

--




i

CHAP. 1II.]. - .PHE REPORTS.. 83 -

and that the time of the Assembly may not’ be un- -
necessarily consumed in receiving it: therefore Re-
sobved, as a standing rule, that a written statement

- shall a.nnuallj' be required from the representatives
of each Presbytery or Association in the General
Assembly, which written statement shall first be
. read by one of such representatlves ; after which .
each of the other representatives shall be permitted-

© to add verbally all the information, not contained

in the written statement, which he may judge wor-

thy of the attentlon of the Assembly —1811 )

-~ Sect. 2.- Rules relatwe to Reports, adopted in
' 1806, and subsequently altered. :

"The committee appomted to prescnbe the forms
of reports from inferior to superior judicatories  of
the church, exhibited their report with the proposed
forms at large. TheAssembly, having read the -
report, and considered the forms submitted to them,
approved the same; and ordered that the report,
with the foerms, be pnnted in an appendix te the ex-
tracts of the present year, and that the Judlcatomes ‘
concerned he 1equ1red to observe these forms, im

thelr futme reports. ,

The committee appamted to (lrauvht forms fm '
the reports, from the inferiorto-the superior judica-
. teries, report, that they have. draughted forms,
agrecably to the existing regulations, and- the
amendments to them which they have thought pro--

per to propoese. - The regulatxons, as a,mended )
st:md thus » ,

I The Presbytenes shall du'ect each congrega )
T : s » Q

- . . .
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v

_tion,” whether supplmd or vacant, to make an an-
nual réport to the Presbytery to which it belongs;
stating the number of communicants, and the num-
ber of persons baptized, and distinguishing both
agreeably to.the form prescribed for reports from
congregatwns to Presbytenes (See Form No. L. )

11 Presbytenes shall make annual reports to
- their Synods; stating a list

- Of pastors, in the order of seniority in the mi- .

mstry, annexing the names of their churches, to
‘those ‘who have pastoral charges, and distinguish-
mg those who have not, as in the form :

~Of vacancies; designating those which are able,
and those which are unable, to support pastors :

Of licentiates, together with the number (with-
out the names) of candidates for licensure :

An account of the number of communicants ad-
mitted the last year, with the sum total in com-
munion ; and likewise the number of persons bap-
tized in the same time, distinguishing adults from

" infants:

And the amount of collections made for the Pres-
byterial, the Missionary, and the Commissioners’
funds ; and also the amount raised, by collection or
subscription, for the education of poor and pious
young men for the ministry, together with the amount
of the collections for the Theological Seminary.

"These reports should be closed by an historical
account of licensures, ordinations, instalments, sus-
pensions, deposmons, translations, deaths, and also

of members or licentiates received -or dismissed : in.
- which account, particular care must be taken to men-

tion the Presbytery from which a minister or licen-

tiate is received, or the Presbytery to join which, or
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.+ . ®F CASES OF BAPTISM.

" ‘,Se',ct_. 4. The umpg}rthiness-qf a ,Mim'ste’f ‘does
- mot invalidate ordinances. - . :

 be re-baptized, as have been offered in baptisi*by

. 'netoriously profligate’ parents, and baptized by

‘ministers of the same description? On this question

- the General Assembly, after a full investigation,

adopted the following determination : wiz.

. B v

- . Resolved, That it is a. principle of this church,
" that the unworthiness of the ministers of the gospel

does not invalidate the ordinances of religion dis-

‘pensed by themi—It is also a principle, that as long'
-as any denomination of christians is acknowledge

- '+ -+hy us a church of Christ, we ought to hold the or-_

“ the unworthiness of particular ministers. ‘Yet, inas-’

4.

L,

. ticular a

dinances dispensed by it as valid, notwi’ihstanding"

much -as no general rule can be made t6 embrace*
-all circumstances, there may be irregularities in par-*

dministrations, by men not yet divested of
I I S - " e " .. T

N -
. . L. > : 2
M I . N .
-'.’ " 1,? 'b § . "i L]
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~. The ;follonﬁg question' was proposed by the
.committee of overtures: viz. Ought such. persons to

.
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- 'the contrary.—1786. ° Page 413. -
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CHAP. 1.} CASES 0f BAPTISM. , o7
sion and promise of the master, to he aﬂmlmstered
to the children of slaves? reported, and their re-

port being amended was adopted, and is as fol— ‘
lows : viz.

1st. That it isthe duty of masters who are mem- .
bers of the church, to present the children of pa-
rents in servitude to the ordinance of Baptism, pro-
vided they are in a situation to train them up in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, thus se-
curing to them the rich advantages, which the Gos-
pel provndes

2d. That it is the duty of Ghrlst’s mlmstels to’
inculcate this doctrine, and-to baptize all children
of this description, when presented to them by their
masters.—-1816 .

Sect 5 4 szmzlar questum answered by the =

Synod of New I’ork' and thladelphw. h

- The followmg case of conscience from Donnegal; /
Presbytery was overtured: viz. Whether Christian
masters or mistresses ought in duty to have such
children baptized, -as are under their care, though
‘born of parents not in the communion of any chris-
tian church? Upon this overture Synod are of opi-
nion, that christian masters and mistresses whose
rehglous professions and conduct are such, asto
give them a right to the ordinance of baptism for -
their own children, may, and ought to, dedicate the -

children of their household to God, in that ordi- -

nance, when they have no scruple ot‘* conscience to

AN

€
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Sect: 8. The Synad"s decision on the
: Christian 8ln'ves, in regard to the Baptum qf thewr
ohddfen.

- It was overtured, Whethel christian sIaves hav-
mg children at the entire direction of unchristian
- masters, and not having it in their power to instruct
thein in religion, are bound to have them baptized ;

and whether a gospel minister in this predwament
~ ought to baptize them? And Synod determined the
questlon in the aﬁrmtwe.———i’ISﬁ. Page 414.

Sect. 1. A person havmg s'c'ruples about infant
Baptzsm may be admitted to Communion. ,

" Aletter also came, through the committee of ovel-
tures, from Bethuel Church Esq. inquiring whe-
ther he may be admitted to occasional communion,

-whilst he lms scruples concernmg infant baptxsm

The letter from Bethuel Ghurch Esq. as over-
tured, was read, and the motion formerly made,
thus amended—&That the sessions of the Chureh
of Cambridge be permitted to receive Mr. Church
upon satisfactory evidence of his good charagter,

~ his scruples notwithstanding,” was taken up and
.agreed to. ——1798 Vol. L p: 16’7, 170.

AT
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'CHAPTER IIL
* OF CASES OF MARRIAGE. |

PRSI

- Sect. 1. A question reh'ztiv'evto aman Igaving'two :

wives, answered in 1790.

THE vfollozwing case from the Session of Mount

Sion Church, in Fayette, County, Kentucky, was ~
referred to the Assembly for counsel: viz. «“Re- -

- specting a married man, who left Ireland a number
of years ago, leaving his family behind him, with
hopes of providing better for them in this country :
He afterwards returned to- Ireland. three sundry

.times, with an intention of bringing in his family :
but by no arguments could his wife be persuaded
to come with him; and the last time peremptorily
refused all further cohabitation. He afterwards

returned, and remained in single life ten years, in "
-this country: He is since married, and has chil--

dren in second marriage. . His wife and he are de-
siring communion. The Assembly’s judgment is
hereby humbly requested, how, or whether, such

persons, or any of them, can be admitted to the -
~_ communion of the church. ) '

From Mount Sion Session, in Kentucky ;—By,

r

-

appointment.——dpril 10th. 1790, - - " F7
w L . :
- N - N -
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 Thie censideration of this case was deferred 6l -
fthe;aftem‘oon.‘ . , C : '

" "'The Assembly resumed the consideration of the
> case referred from the Session of Mount Sion in
Kentucky, for counsel ; and after some time spent
in deliberation on the subject, were of opinion,
—That a man in circumstances such as the case
has stated, ‘ought not to be admitted to the privile-
& ges of the church.—But, in order to give as much
" information as possible to the Session. of Mount
: Sion, the Rev. Dr. Samuel L. Smith was request-
_€d to prepare a draught of a letter to that Session,.
_ stating the reasons on which the above opinion is
founded ;—whe, after some time, reported the fol-
" lowing, which-was agreed to: viz. -

. 4'The General Assembly to the Session of Mount_
- 8ien Church. - = : ;
- On the subject of your application-to this ju-
dicatory, relative to a man who has mairied a
second wife, while his first is yet living, without
having obtained a legal divorce from her,—the
Assembly, from the view of the: facts, as stated in
" the written application of the Session, havé judged .
* that this man ought not to be admitted to the pri-
"~ vileges of the church: Because, althoukgh wilful and
obstinate desertion is a legal cause of divorce, yet
it does not appear that this man has actually been
*  divorced from his wife; and it is improper and dan-
. gerous to receive to church communion such per-
sons as in the eye of the civil law are living in vice: -
-+ _And although a good man may sometimes be op-
..~ + “pressed by power, and prevented from obtaining a
"ivoreg .where sufficient causes ¢xist; yet it does not
* »: -

- '\ oSl . K
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.appear from your represent,aum‘that he has used
the. proper means to obtain a legal divorce, nor
even to authenticate the facts upon which he founds
his application for the privileges of the church, by
sufficient evidence from Ireland—the place in which
they happened, and where alone they can be sub-
stantlat : and it is contrary to all just rules of pro- -
ceeding to take any evidence or representation ex

- parte.’—But, the decision of the Assembly notwith- .
standing, if it shall appear that this man was sepa-
rated from his wife bygner wilful and obstinate de- *
sertion, and that he has taken all just means to ob--
tain a divorce to which he was lawfully entitled, "
but was prevented and oppressed by the power of
antagonists or of unjust courts; and if he shall,

- moreover, produce such evidence of ‘these facts,
from the place in which they happened, as would _ -
entitle him fo a divorce by the laws of this land,
and of this church ; then, in that case, it is the opi-
nion of the General Assembly, that such a man,
behaving, himself otherwise as a good chustum,
may -be admitted to church privileges. ' But, in
such case, it is necessary that the most authentlc
evidence be required, and great caution used, both

_ that the proceedings of the church may not be i in-
consistent with the civil -law, and that a door be
not opened to laxness; on thls 1mportant subject
of morals.’

- Signed by order of the Geneml Assembly-' ;
Vol Lp. 21, 2. ‘ Do

4 Sect 2 4 questwn relatwe to a man marrzed
to his wife’s brother’s daughter, (mswered by the ¢

Synod, in 1772 P ’ e e
, 1 6 . .
v 5T e : RS
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" D - = - =



. 4 »

.

402 - { THE.emsgions. - [pART IV.

A reférence frem the First Presbyiery of Phila-
delplna, respecting this question: viz. Wlether a
man may lawfully marry his wife’s brother’s daugh-
ter, was brought in and read, and the consxderatlon
of it defened till the afternoon .

' The further conmderatxon of the reference from
the First Philadelphia Presbytery was deferred tin
" next year. —17 70. Page 194. :
" In 1771 the case agam deferred -—Page 209 :
'+ 'The case referred to this Syrnod by the last, re-
specting marriage, came to be considered ; and af-
ter some time spent in the affair, it was deferred
till tomorrow morning; and Messrs. MW horter, .
«  Strain, Matthew Wilson, and George Duffield w ere
= appointed a committee to prepare a minute on’
‘the case, and bring it in to-morrow mOrmug-—
Page 222. _

The committee appomted yesterday upon “the
case respectlng marriage, broughtina minute, which,
- after heing corrected; was approved, and is as fol- i
lows : After mature: dehbel/atlon the Synod declare |
Ztheir great dissatisfaction “with all such marriages !
as are inconsistent with the Levitical Law, which ,
in cases matrimonial we understand is’ the law of 4 !
our nation ; and that persons intermarrying in these
_prohibited degrees, are not only punishable by thé
- laws of the country, but ought to suffer the cen- -

- sures of the church: And farther judge, though the

- present case is not a direct violation of the express

;words of the Levitical Law, yet as it is contrary to-

* the, custom of Protesta.nt nations, i in general and an

't” «
4
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evidence of ‘great untenderness; and so Sp()sxfe to
such precepts of the Gospel as require Christians.
to avoid things of ill report, and all appearance of
evil, and what is offensive to'the church:; that the
persons referred to in this instance ought to be re-

buked by the Church-Session, and others warned -

against-such offensive conduct: and in case these
persons submit to such rebuke, and are in other re-
spects regular professors, that they be not debarred

of Christian pnvﬂeges .And Mr. Hunter is or- _

dered.to read this-minute pubhckly in his congre-

" gation, where the persons live referred to i in thez

above case Pao'e 223.

Sect. 3. .ﬂ questwn relatwe to a man marrwd

10 his deceased wife’s half brother’s daughter, an-

‘swered by the Assembly, in 1797.
" A reference from the Synod of Vu‘gmla was re-

‘ceived, through. the Commlttee of Overtures, re=

M »- who had married

specting a certain C—

his former wife’s half brother’s daughter, request- - |

ing the opinion of the Assembly, whether such pér-
sons maybe admitted to Church privileges. Where-
upon' resolved, that, though the Assembly would

wish to dlseounmnance imprudent marriages, or
such as'tend in any way to give uneasiness to seri--
ous persons, yet it is their opinion, that the marri-

age referred.to is not of such a nature as to render
it necessary to.exclude the parties from the privile-
- ges of the church. Vol I. p. 148.

g NSect. 4. . A questum relating to o man married,
to his deceased wzfa’s szster s d
in 1799. . , -

L3

*
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The committee aleo repoited m the Assembly,
_from the records’ of the Synod of the Carolinas, a
reference “on the petition of J. L——, who
has -married his deceased wife’s sister’s daughter ;

\ praying a reconsideration of his case, which was
. tried and issued against him, nine years agx, in the
Synod of the Carolinas.””  After some deliberation
had on this business, it Was deferred for further con-

sxderatlon tlll to-morrow mormng

: The Assembly pmceeded to-the further conside-
ration of the reference from the Synod of the Caro-
linas.—After mature dehberatmn, it- was resolved,

-that the case of J L——, referred for the de.”
cision of the General Assembly, by the Synod of
* the Oarolinas, be remitted to the said Synod ; and
. that they be directed to review the case; and

T3 they shall judge it to be consistent with the ex-

isting laws of the state, and the peace of the church
*'they may admit the persons allude(l to, to its- pnv1-
leges —Vol I p. 198.

Sect. 5. The ecise qf a man married to-his
deceased unfe’s szster’s daughter, determmed in

|, 1802.

The Session of the C,hmch of Westmmster, in
‘Jefferson County, state of Tennessee, having re:
" quested the direction of this' Assembly in a case

. of discipline : viz. Whether a man and his wife .

were admissible to Charch privileges who had
been related to each other as uncle and neice 3 that

'is to say, the woman being sister’s daughter tothe , )

. “man’s former wife : Whereupon the Assembly Re-

solved That the declslon gwon, by the General As-

K
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sembly, in the year 1797, in & case somewhat
resembling the present, may be adopted on this
occasion :—

The decnswn referred to is as follows —-See
Sect. 3. of this- Ohapter —-—Vol L P 295, :

, Sect 6. 4 szmzlar case brought bqfore the ds-
,sembly and decided, in 1804. ;

The Assembly, agreeably to the order of the

day, proceeded to consider the reference from the
Synod of Pittsburgh, relating to a certain mar-
riage. - It appeared that a Mr. J— G- !
had been censured as guilty of incest, for having

married a -woman, who was sister’s' daughter to

his former wife;:and had brought the cause by
appeal to -the Synod of Pittsburgh. The Synod,
¢onceiving that the cause involved & high question
of discipline; chose to refer it to the General As-
sembly for their decision.

The-Assembly having discussed the subject at-~

some length, a motion was made and seconded,
that the decision gwen by the General Assembly
in the year 1802, in a case precisely similar, be
adopted as the decision on the present occasion.
After some consideration a metion was made-
and carried, to postpone- the motion -before the
house, in order to introduce. the followmg as a sub-
stitute : viz.

The Assembly; havmg glven repeated declslons

&‘@-

on similar cases, cannot advise to annul such' .

mamages, or to pronounce them to such a de-g

>
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gree unlawful, as that the parfies, if otherwise
worthy,. should he debarred from the pnvﬂeges
of the Church.” But as great diversity of opinion
seems to exist on -such questions in different parts
of the church, so that no absolute rule can be en-
joined with regard to them, that shall be wmiver-

- sally ‘binding, and consistent with the peace of
the church; and as the cases in question are es-
teemed to be doubtful ; the Assembly is constrained
‘to' leave it to the d]scretlou of the mferlor*']udl-
catories under their care, to act according to their
own best lights, and the circumstances in which
they find themselves placed .

© A question was then. taken to agree 4o the sub-
stltute and determine in the uﬂirmatlve —Vol. IL

" For other cases of Marrmges, see the Records*
of Syrod, p. 26, 29, 45, 844; and the Records
. of the Assembly, Vol. IL. p. 18, 122.’

e
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G‘HAPTVE\R‘, Iv.

OF SUNDRY RECOMMENDA’I‘IQNS AND DIREC- .

TIONS

Sect. 1. Persems ccmcmed in secular occup@-
tions on the Etml’s day are not to be admztted tatlw
Lord’s supper

AN appeal by M'r W Post-masberm"Washmgtﬂn, ‘

Pennsylvania, from a decision of the Synod of Pitts-
burgh, by which it is determined that Mr. W. offi-

ciating as Post-master on the Sabbath' day in ex- . .

isting circumstances is a sufficient reasen to ex-
clude him from the special privileges of the church,

‘was overtured and read. - On metion, resolved g
that the above decision of the Synod of. Plttshurgh .

- be affirmed; and it heteby is uﬁrme&.——isw. Yol
1L p 340

Sect, 2 A similay decmon n 1819,

- An overture relative to the receivingof a pera

son as a member of the church, who is preprietor

sin aline of stages which carries the mail and runs
* on the Sabba,th, was read andf eomnntted to

?

»
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4o report to the Assembly the™ ~é’veml cli:cup:stunces

' connected with the case.

The committee to whem was referred the above
gverture reported and their report being read, the
consideration of it was postponed to take up the fol-
lowing substitute, which, after considerable dis-
‘cussion, was adopted ViR,

Resolved, That it is the decided opmlon of this

‘ ‘Assembly, that all attention to  worldly concerns

on the Lord’s day,.farther than the works of neces-

‘sity and mercy demand, is inconsistent, both with

the letter and spirit of the fourth commandment ;
aud, consequently, all engagements in regard to
secular occupations, -on the Lord’s day, with a
view to secure worldly advantages, areé to be con-
sidered inconsistent with- christian character; and
that those who are concerned in such wengagements

_ought not to be admitted into the communion of the

- Sect. 3. Children to be Catechzsed

church, while they contmue m the ‘same. —Vo];.

- IV. 1919 ..-‘ ) .

 See PartIII Chap IL Sect. 15, 16.

- Sect 4 .szle Classes recommended in 1816.

The commlttee to which was referred the Over-'

" ture from the Synod of New York and New Jer-

sey, on forming classes of young people, for study-

‘ing and reciting the Bible, reported; and their re-

port, being read and amended, was adopted, a,nd is

- asfollows: viz.—

¢

That they consxdel tlus suﬁject of great lmpor
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tance,.and desel‘vmg the-attention ard sarnest re’
commendauon of the Assembly : therefore, =

Resalved, 1st. -'That it be recommended, and it
ﬁereby is recommended earnestly, to the numsters
and- sessions, which are in connection with the Ge-
neral Assembly, to pay 4 special attention to this
subject, and provide without delay for, the stated
instruction of fhe children and yeuth in the Sa-
cred Scnptures, Wlthﬂl theu respectlve congrega-, .
tions.

2d. {That although the partlcular manner of T
struction and recitation in the eongregations, ought -
to be left to the discretion of their ministers and ses-
sions respectlvely, yet as some degree of uniformity
is desirable in a business of so much magnitude, it
is recommended, as the most effectual means of pro-
motmg the knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, that,
in all our churches, classes be formed of the youth
to recite the ‘Scriptures in regular order ;. that the .
recitations, if convenient, be as often as once a week,
and from two to five chapters appomted for “each

recitation ; that the youth may be examined on:

~1st. The history of the world, ‘buf more espe-~
cially of the Church of God, and of the heathen
nmations who were God’s agents in accomphshmo' his
purposes ‘towards his Church.

2nd. ‘Persons noted for their piety or un,gotlh-
ness, and the effects of their example in promotmg
or injuring the best interests of mankind. . -

- 8d. Doctrmes andvprecepts, or < what man is ta
beheve concerning God, wha,t duty Ged re-

es of man.”” - y

4th Positive ordmmes,ortheﬂwechons which
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God has: given asthe Waym wluch ke is- to be wor-.
slupped acceptably. .

5th. -The particular - fea.tures of character of
which: the Spirit of God has given notice, both in
wicked and good persons; in the last particularly
regarding those who were types of Christ, and in
What the typical resemblance consisted: :

6th. The gmﬂual increase from time to time of
information. concerning the doctrines contained in
the scriptures ; noting the admirable adaptation of

T £very new revelzrﬁon of doctrine to the increased
"- maturity of the church. 'The nature of God’s law,

its immutability, as constituting an everlastmg Tule
- of right and wrong, the full and perfect lllustra.tlon
of its precepts given by Christ.
._Tth. The change which God has made from
- time to time in the positive ordinances, together
“with the.reasons of that change. The difference
between the moral law and those’ laws which are
' posmve :

- 8th. - The illastration of the divirie perfectloqs
in the history, biography, doctrines and precepts,
together with the pos1t1ve ordmances of the scnp-
tures. -

- 9th. The practlcal lessons to regnla.te our con-
duct in the various relations of life. * :

On all these particulars the meaning of the words’
used in scripture must be ascertained, that thus we
~ may understand what we read.

~ Resolved, 3d. That the Presbvteries, umler thﬁ
care of the Assembly, be directed to take order on
this subject; and they are hereby informed, that
‘this.is not to cqme in the place of learning the cate-
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chisms of our church, “but be added mit, % an im-
portant branch of~reh°'wus e(lucatlon, -

" Sect..5. The assemblmg qf Baptzzed chddren
recommended in 1818. - :

Resolved, That the General Assembly recom-
mend, and they do hereby recommend, to the Pas-
tors and Sessions -of the ‘different churches under
their care, to’ assemble, as often as they ma i}; deem
necessary during the year, the baptized childreny.
with their parents, to recommend said children, in
prayer, to God, explain to them the nature and ob-
ligations of their baptism, and the relation which
they sustam to the Church. ,

Sect 6. .Moral Soczetws recommended by the
' Synod, in 1766. - :

"The Synod recommend that every congregt:o
endeavour to form a Society or Societies for the
Reformation of Manners within their respectlve
bounds. —Page 110.. - . ,

: Sect. 7 Gare qf the poor recommended by the

' The Synod also, eamestly recommend to every -
- congregatien belonging to their body, to take spe-
cial care of their poor, or distressed widows and
orphans, and to.administer to them all proper Fe-
lief and assistance. . .
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" Skct.8. The ofreventzon of Law-suits recommend-

ed by the Synod, in 1788 RN , ,

The Symod, takmg into therr serious considera:
~hon the many and great injuries arisingto soclety,
by the members thereof, contrary to the spirit and
express command of our’ holy religion, going to
law with each other, and carrying on litlglous suits:
Do, therefore, earnestly recommend it to every con-
gregation under their care, faithfully to endeavour,
xin such way as may appear most expedient, to pre-
.vent law-snits, among their members, by having dif-
ferences of a civil natire accemmodated by arbitra-
tion, or by an,amicable suit, when the matters can-

_ not be otherwise settled. And the Synod earnestly
. recommend to all their Presbyteries, to use their
-« utmost endeaveurs to secure the success of se use-
~ful a measure; ‘Whereby many evils may be pre-
vented, and varlous great advantages procured

Sect. 9. Care in selectmg school-masters re-
" commended by the Synad in 1788. -

The Synod' recommend, that specml care be ta-
~ken with respect to the pmnclples ard characters of
school-masters; that they teach the Westminster
Catechism and Psalmody ; and that the Ministers,
Church Sessions, and eacons, or- Committees,
where they consistently can, visit the schools, and
-'gee that these are done : And where schools
_ are composedl of different denominations, that they
invite proper persous of said denominations te join
with them.. And the respective Presbyteries are
.’reqmred to pay special attention to these. matters, -

.
.
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and to use their hest endeaVours to have them caln
ned into exacutwn. .

o

Sect 10 .Measures 4to prevent mtemperance
'recommended, in 1812.

The committee to whloh was referred the report

of the Committee, appomted by the last Assembly -

to devise measures, which may have an influence
in preventing the mischiefs arising from the intem-
perate use of spiritnous liquors, reported ; and thé
report, being read, was adopted, and .is as fol-
lows: viz,

Resolved, 1st. That 1t be recommended to all
the ministers of the Preshyterian Church in the

United States to deliver. public, discourses, as often -

as circumstances may render it expedlent, on the
sin and mischiefs of intemperate drinking; in which,
as well as on other suitable occasions, .both pnbhc

and pnvate, it will be proper, pointedly and

solemnly, to warn their hearers, and especialty

members of the church, not only against actual

intemperance, but against all those habits and in-

Adulgencies whl,ch may.- have & tendency to pro-

“duce it.
'2d. That it be e,npmed on all Ghm'ch Sessions,

‘within the bounds-of the General Assembly, that-
 they exercise a special vigilance and care over the’

‘conduct of all persons ‘in the communion of their *

respective churches, thh regard to- ﬂns sin 5 and o

RS

" # This and the two preceding Sections were. publ;shed by order of
Assembly, in-eonnex;on with the§ printed. xums- . =

i

-
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that they sedn}ously endezwour, by private warn-
ing and remonstrance, and by such public censures
. as different eases may require, to purge the church.-
of a gin so. enormous in its mischiefs, and so dis-
graceful to the christian name,”

8d. That it be recommended to the mmxsters and
other officers and members of our church, that they
*- éxert themselves to diffuse, as extenmve}y as pos-

. slb}e, among their congregations and the commuini-

at large, such addresses, sermons, tracts or other
prmted compositions on this subject, -as may have
a tendency to produce a suitable impression against
‘the use.of ardent spirits, and te rewmmemd sobne-
ty and temperance. -

" 4th. That it be reéommended f.o the oﬂicers and

- inembers of our church, to take such measures as

may be judged proper and effectual, for reducing
the aumber of taverns and-other places of vendmg
liquors by small measure, in all those parts of our
country, | in which either the excessive number, or
the improper character of such places, renders them
a public nuisance..

. Ttis believed, that the evils arising from these

sources are mcalculably great, and that, by prudent

- management, they admit, under Prov1dence, of very:
consxdemble Ghmmufmn oo

s Seét. 1. ches n wkzch the testzmony of a

. man axd his wife may be takem n mattcrs that con-

IR cern them.-

The Assembly went mto the consuleratlon of the -
sase reported by the- Presbytery of Ohio, ‘which
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was in the followmg terms : ¢ A certain married
woman charges an unmarried man with immodest

conversation and conduct in attempts upon her chas< -

tity, of which her husband and another, or mdiﬂ’er-v
ent, person were at a . certain time witnesses— -
‘Whereas our constitution declares that a: person

accased shall not be convicted by a smgle witness,

can the said woman and her hushand be admitted. *

witnesses in the. above case?” To the above question .

the Assembly answered; that, in all such cases as
that -submitted by the P,

principle that both the husband and -wife are to be
admitted to give testimony. Butin every particular
case as it occurs, the Judlcature before whom it is
tried, ought, in order to guard’ against callusmn,
to pay a very scrupulous regard to -all the circum-

stances attending it, and especially to the charac-
ters of those who are admitted as-evidences; so

that on the one hand the necessity of the case may
be consulted, and on the other that no injury may
result to an innocent person -—179'7 Vol. L p.
149, 150. '

Sect. 12. Testzmony talcen bqfare a Semom suf
jiczent in references.

The following question, « Whether testimony fa--
“ken before a session;and sent up to the Presbytery,

under the signature of the Moderator and OIerk,

will not be sufficient in references, as well as ap-

peals, to render the case thus referred, both or- -

derly and cognizable by the Presbytery ” was
answered in the aﬁirmatwe --1197. Vel.. I p-
149

resbytery -of Ohlo, it is a* -

-

e
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- : Sect 13 Rule relatmg tocertzﬁcates

“That no Judlcatory or private ‘member shall cer-
/tlfy any person’s character as good, -for a space of
-time, without mentioning whether he has begn un-

" der process of scandal, durmg that time, and the is-
. sueoflt—Vol 1. p 41 o .

"5 See the Rules rel‘atwe to Beports and the Form
for 2 Report-from a_Church to the resbytery, in
Part III. (Jha:p 111 Sect 2 0

See Part XIII Chap I for adVlce in regard to
slavery ‘ ,

- See Part X]II Chup I for what relates to
Pealmody :
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BE g |

CHAPTER I

OF THI.‘. ACTS OF THE LATE SYNOD OF NEW
“"YORK AND PH!LA.DELPHIA :

_ Sect. 1. Three Articles selected e the plan -

of union adopted by the Synod qf w. York aml
- Philadelphia, in 1758. .

THE Synod of Phﬂadeiphm and the Synod. of
New York appointed eachyin 1757, a commission,
for the purpose of formmg a plan of unjon. - May-
22, 1758, the two Commissions met in Philadel:

" phia, and agreed on a plan; which was immediately - «
communicated to the*two Synods then in session.-
The two S ynods, haviig in their sepax.atg capagity

L J

R N
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approved the lan, convened togethexr, under the
name_of the Synod of New York and Philadel-
- i)hla, ‘and ha,vmg read the plan unammously ap-
. proved ofit. " .

There were, preseut 1‘77 members. ——Paae 1.

I Both Synods, han aIWays apploved and
received the Westminster onfessmp of Faith, lar-
ger and shorter Catechisms, as'an orthedox and

“excellent system of Christian. doctrine,.founded on
- -{he word of God; we’do still receive the same, as
the Confession of am'AFazth and alsothe Plan Weor-
ship, Government, and DlsclPhne,I contained in
. ihe Wesminster Directory ; strictly enjoining it on
- all our members and probatieners for tine ministry,
that they preacﬁ and "teach according to the Form
of sound words in said Confession and Catechisms,
. and. avoid and dppose all errors contrary tkereto.. :
© ,—Page 3 o .
. II That when any majter ‘is determmed by a
: maJorvote, every member shall either actively con-
cur, with, of passively submit to, such determina-,

tionj or, it his conscience permxt him to do nelther, C

he shall be at. sufficient liberty modestly te reason
' and remanstrate, and péaceably withdraw from our
- communion, without attempting to make any schismj
provided always, that this shall be understood to
extend only to such determmatmns, as the body
sha,ll judge indispensable in doctrine or Presbyte-
rlan Government -—Page 3. - ,

VL That no Presbytery shall llcence, or ordain .
to the work of the ministry, any candidate, until he
+ give themcomyemnt satlsfachon as to his learning,

& R 2 T :
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‘and expenmental aﬁqmmtance with religion, ‘and

skill in divinity and cases .of conscience, and de-
clare his acceptance 'of the Westmmster Confes;.
sion of Faith, and Catechisms, as the Confession of
kis Faith, and promise subJection to the Presbyte-

rian Plan of Govemment in, the Westmmstel Di-

rectory ——Page 4.

Sect 2. The fallowmg Extracts ﬁwm a part
qf the minites of a convention composed of commst-
tees from the Synod-of New York and Philadelphia,

éehe Reformed Dutch Synod and of the .ﬂssoc’zate

formed Synad *

., o
,‘/' oo

ART'I GLE 1.

The Synod of New York and Phllade]phm:‘

8. - ~adopt, accordmg to the Znown and esta-
blished meaning of the terms, the W estmin-
- ster Confession of Faith ag the Confession of their

e

Faith ; save that every. sandldate for the gospel mi- ¢

mstry is permitted . to except against so much of -
the twenty third chapter as glvys authorlty to the .

‘civil magistrate in matters of religion. -

The Presbyterian ¢hurch in. America consnders v

the Church of Christ as. a spiritnal society, entlrely -

distinct from the civil govemmnt and haying. &

right to regulate their own ecclesmstmal policy in-
dependently of the 1ntm;p05lt10n of the . maglstmte
'—P age 399 L , P

" * Dra, John VVnherspoon, Jolp\ Rodgcrs, ‘Alexuhder \I'WJloPter,

. Samuel Smith, the Rev. Messrs. Nathur Kerand John \Voodhull, were ”

t}Je committee from the Synocf of New York and Phnladelphm

- s . -

® 2y

.
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- To- the 2nd inquivy, whetker the cOrrespondmg‘
gnods, in order tolay the fpundatlon of entire con~
ence in each other, were willing to give solemn
and mutual assurazices of their vigilance and fidelity

* in requiring.of their ecclesiaatical offices, an.expli-

e _—-Page 400 of the Syuod

" cit and unequivocal assent 1o their present formulas
‘or standards .of discipline and faith ;:and will take

such measures as to them respectwely shall seem
‘most reasonable and eﬁfectual to secure the same fi-
delity and orthodoxy. in all time to come ; The
answer was unanimously %lve]g-m the &ﬁirmatwe
00] .

i

' Sect. 3 JlIeasures pr &aratory to the adoptum

, i(f the Constitutwai of our
S On motion, - Otdered, 'That Dr. Witherspoon,
- 1785,

© Mr. Latta, and-Mr. Buﬁeld with the Mederator,
" be a committee to takeinto consideration, the 00n-
* gtitution of the Clrurch of Scotland, and other Pro-
. testant Churches : and agreeably to the general prin-
. ciples 6f Presbyterian Gevernment, compile a sys-
‘tem of .general rules for the government of the Sy-
"_nod, and the several Presbyteries under their in-
. spection, -and the people in their communion ; and
* to make & xeport of theéir proceeding her ein at the
- next meetmg of Synod —Page388.

Dr. Rodgers, Mr. Robert Smith, Dr. Alli-
son, Dr. Smith, Mr. Woodhull, M. Cooper,

on mouon Besalved, That the book of dlsclp]me
1786 -and govemmcn,t be recommitted to a com:
mittee to meet in the city ‘of Philadelphia,

, on the 2d Tuqsduy of Septembe; next, who sha],l
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have powers to digest such a system as they shall
think to be accommodadted te the state ef the Pres-
byterian Church in America; that they shall pro-

- cure 300 copies to be printed and distributed to the:
several Preshyteries in proportion to the number of*
their members, under the engagement of this Sy-

- nod to have the expense of printing and- distribu- -
tion reimbursed to the commlttee, at their next
meeting: and every Presbytery is hereby required:
to report in writing to the Synod, at their next
meeting, their observations on the said book of go-
vernment and discipline.

The committee appointed to attend to the above
business, were Drs. Witherspoon, M¢<W horter,
Rogers, Sproat, Duffield, Allison, and Ewing,
Mr. Matthew Wilson, Dr. Smith, with Isaac Snow-
den, Esq. Mr. Robert Taggart, and Mr. John Pm-
- kerton, Elders.—Page 409. ,

The commlttee appointed to prepurer a draught

178y, °f & Plan of Government and Discipline re-
" ported, that they bad, agreeably to order,.

prepared a draught, and distributed:copies- to the
respective Presbyteries.

Ordered, That the several Presbyteries bring in
their observations on the said draught in the after-
noon.—Page 422.

The Synod, having gone through the considera-
tion of the draught of a Plan of Government and
Discipline, Dr. Rodgers, Dr. MWhorter, Mr.
Miller, and Mr. Wilson, Jr. were appointed a com-
mittee to have a thousand copies thereof printed ag -
now amended, and to d1str1bute them among the
, L
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Presbyteries for their consideration, and the con-
sideration of the churches under their care.

¢ The Synod took into consideration the last pa-
ragraph of the twentieth Chapter of the Westmin-
ster Confession of Faith, the third paragraph of
the twenty-third Chapter,-and the first paragraph
_ of the thirty-first chapjer; and having made some
~ alterations, agreed that the said paragraphs, as
now altered, be printed for consideration, together
with the draught of a Plan of Government and
Discipline. The Synod also appointed the above
named committee to revise the Westminster Direc-
tory for Public Worship; and to have it, when
thus revised, printed, together with the draught,
for consideration. And the Synod agreed, that
Wwhen the above proposed alterations in the Con-
fession of Faith, shall have been finally deter-
mined on by the Body, and the directory shall have
been revised as above directed, and adopted by the
Synod ; the said Confession thus altered, and .Di-
rectory thus revised and adopted, shall be styled,
Tue ConressioN oF Faita, aAnp DirRecToRry
ror PuBLic WOoRsHIP, OF THE PRESBYTERIAN
CnurcH 1IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.—
Page 434. s -

Sect. 4. 'The Constitution of our Church
adopted. -

“The Synod, having fully considered the draught
aq  Of the Form of Government and Discipline,
1788. . . ,
did, on a review of the whole, and hereby.
- o, ratily and adopt the same, as now altered, and
amended, as the CoNsTITUTION OF THE PRESBYTE- -
RIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA; and order the same
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"to be considered and strictly observed, as the Rale
-of their Proceedings, by all the inferior Judicato-
ries belonging to the Body.—And they order that
a correct copy-be printed ; and that the Westmin-
ster Confession of Faith, as now altered, be printed,
in full, along with it ; as making a part of the Cox-
STITUTION, o

Resolved, That the true intent and weaning of
the above ratification. by the Synod is, thatthe
Form of Government and Discipline, and the Con-
fession of Faith, as now ratified, is to continue to
be our Constitution, and the Confession of our
Faith and Practice unalterably, unless two-thirds

of the Preshyteries under the care of the General ..

Assembly shall propose alterations, or amendments,
and such alterations, or amendments, shall be agreed
to and enacted by the General Assembly.

Ordered, to proceed in considering the draught
of the Directory, and made considerable progress.

Dr. Witherspoon, Dr. Smith, and the Modera-
tor, were appointed a committee, to revise the Chap-
ter of the draught of the Directory, respecting the
mode of inflicting Church censures; and to lay it,
as by them. revised, before the General Assembly, -
at their first meeting ; to be by them considered,
and finally enacted.—Page 450, 451. '

The Synod, having now revised and corrected
the draught of a Birectory for worship, did approve
and ratify the same, and do hereby appoint the
said Directory, as now amended, to be the Direc--
tory for the worship of God, in the Presbyterian
‘Church, in the United States of America, They

‘ »
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also tpok info consideration the Westminster larger
and shorter Catechisms; and having made a small -
amendment of the larger, did approve, and do
hereby approve and ratify, the said Catechisms, as
now agreed on, as the Catechisms of the Presby-
teriani Church, in the said United States. And the
Synod order that the said Directory and Cate-
chisms be printed, and bound up in the same vo-
lume with the Confession of Faith, and the Form
of Government and Discipline ; and that the whole
be considered as the standard of our Doctrine, Go-
vernment, Discipline, and Worship, agreeably to
the resolutions of the Syned, at'their present ses-
sions. - : T :

Ordered, That Dr. Duffield, Mr. Armstrong, and
Mr. Green, be a committee to superintend the print- -
ing and publishing of the above said Confession of
Faith and Catechisms, with the Form of Govern-
ment and Discipline, and the Directory for the
worship of God, as now adopted and ratified by
the Synod, as THE CONSTITUTION OF THE PREs-
BYTERIAN CHURCH, IN THE UNITED STATES OF
AnEBrica; and that they divide the several parts
- into chapters and sections, properly numbered.—

Page 451, 452. :
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'CHAPTER IL
OF THE ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
. —t———

- Sect. 1. Scripture proofs in suppoﬁ of the
Confession of Faith, &c. selected in 1794.

- THE committee appointed to prepare the scrip-
ture-proofs in support of the doctrines of the confes-
sion of \faith, cateshisms, &c. of the Presbyterian
church, submitted their report ; which whs in part
read, examined and approved as a specimen of the
work. - Whereupon, Dr. Green, and Messrs. John

'B. Smith, James Boyd, William M. Tennant, Na-
thaniel Irvin and Andrew Hunter, were appointed a
committee, to compare the proofs prepared and now .
reported by said committee to the General Assem-
bly, with the proofs annexed to the Westminster
Cenfession of Faith, Catechisms and Directory
to revise the whole, prepare it for the press, to-
agree with a printer for its publication, and to su-
perintend the printing and vendingof the same.
And the said committee were further instructed
to secure the copy-right of said book, according
{0 adlaw of the United States in such case pro--
vided. - ' C.

. .

L2 . -
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Sect. 2. Resolutions in regard to the scripture
proofs, and notes, by the Jssembly, in 1816.

“The committee to which was referred an inquiry

roposed to the Assembly by the Presbytery of

A %hl%:lelphia, relative to the notes found in the

book containing the Constitution of the Presbyte-

rian Church in the United States of America, re-

ported; and their report being amended, was adopt-
ed, and is as follows: viz. :

That the book referred to was first published
with nothing but the simple text, without any
Scripture proofs, or any notes of any description
whatsoever. This is evident, not only from the
minutes of the General Assembly, but from the
numerous copies of this first edition of the standards
of our church, which are now in existence. It is
alse equally evident from examining the records of
the General Assembly, that not a single nete in the
book has been added to, or made a part of, the
Constitution of the Church since it was first form-
¢d and published, in the manner above recited.
Several alterations and additions have been made,
by referring them when contemplated to the Pres-

" byteries for their-decision thereon, in the manner
pointed out in the Constitution itself. But among
all the points thus referred, there is not found ‘a
single noté which now appears in the book contain-
ing the comstitution of our church. Hence it fol-
lows beyond a doubt, that these notes are no part
of the constitution. If then it be inquired, how
these notes obtained the place which they now oc-
cupy, and what is the character as to authority
which they possess? the answer is this—When a
second addition of the standards of our church

' ‘»

-» *



CHAP.H.]  ACTS OF THE ASSEMBLY. 127

was needed, it was thought by the General Assem-
bly, that it would be of great use in itself, highly
agreeable to the members of our church generally,
as well as conformable .to . the example of the
church of Scotland, from which we derived our
origin, if the Scripture proofs were added, in sup-
port of the several parts and clauses of the confes-
sion of faith, catechisms and form of government.
A committee was accordingly appointed by the As-
sembly, to select the scriptire proofs, and to pre-
pere them for being printed with the second edition
of the book. The work of this commitiee was the
following year referred to another ; and ultimately
the commiittee charged with preparing the scripture
proofs reported along with these proofs, the notes
which now appear in the book, and which were
approved by the General Assembly, and directed
to be printed with the proofs in the form-in which
they now appear. 'These notes then are explana-
tions of some of the principles of the Presbyterian
Church, given by the General Assembly, and which .
of course the General Assembly may modify, or
altogether exclude at their pleasure ; whereas. the
articles of the Constitution must govern the As-
sembly themselves, and cannot be altered or-abro-
gated, but in the manner pointed out in the Consti-
tution itself. , - :
" On the whole, inthe book containing the Stand-
ards -of our Church,. the text alone contains the
Constitution of our Cliurch ; the notes are an ex-
position of principles given by the highest judica-
ture of that church, of the same force while they
continue with the other acts of that judicature, but
~ subject to alterations, amendments, or a total era-
sure, as they shall judge proper. :

“u .
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Resolved, That as it belongs to the General As-
" sembly to give direction in regard to the notes which
accompany the constitution of which they are the
supreme judicatory, this Assembly express it as
their opinion, that,in printing future editions of the
Confession of this Church, the parenthesis in the
note, on this part of the form of government which
defines a Synod, and which is expressed in these
words, “since a Synod is only a larger Presbyte-
ry,” be omitted; as-well as the note connected
with the scripture proofs in answer to the ques-
tion in the larger catechism, What is forbidden
in the eighth commandment? in which the na-
ture of the crime of manstealing and slavery is .di-
lated upon. :

- In regard-to this last omission, the Assembl
think proper to declare, that in directing it they
are influenced: by far other motives, than any de-
sire to favour slavery, or to retard ‘the extinction
of that mournful evil, as speedily as may consist

. with the happiness of all concerned.

Resolved, That the foregoing resolution, with
the report of the committee, sanctioned by the As-
sembly, on the samé subject, be printed, and con-
nected with the last edition of the confession of
faith, catechisms, form of government, &c. of this
Church.—Vol. IIL. p. 289.

Sect. 8. Time for studying Divinity vot to be
extended. - o -

The Assembly called for the reports of the Pres-
byteries relative to a point on which their opinion
was required by the last Assembly, viz, <“Whether

3 . . -’
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it would be proper to extend ‘the time necessaryfor
young aen to ‘apply to the study of divinity before
they ‘be taken on frials to three years at least;
‘When it appeared that a considerable majority of
the Presbyteries had given it as their opinion, that
the time of study ought not to be extended.—1793.

Vol. 1. p 1.

Sect 4. Thecreed aftheBev H—-—-—B——-—,
comlemned in 1798.. - '

' 'The consideration of the references on Mr B’s.

‘creed, &c. wasresumed. Ordered that Dr. M¢Whor-
ter, Dr. Green, Mr. Armstrong, together with the
Moderator (Dr. John B. Smith) be a_ committee
~ to form a minute on the subject of the references be-
fore the General Assembly, and report pext Monda.y
morning.

The conSIderahon of the references relative to
Mr. B., was resumed; and after some amendments
made on the draught brpught in by the committee,
it was adopted, and is as follows: viz. The com-
mittee appointed to take into consxderailon, cer-
tain references and inquiries from the Synod
of the. Carolinas, relative to the publication and im-

.port of a creed, the preaching of false doctrine, and
the use of indecent language by the Rev. H. B.
beg leave to report,—That, having carefully exam-
ined and seriously considered the subjects submit-
ted to them, they remark upon the fivst article of the
creed aforesaid: That Mr. -B. is erroneous in mak-
ing disinterested benevolence the only definition of
'holmess or true religion; because this may perplex
the mmds of these not accustomed to abstract specu-'

” L2
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lations, is questionable in itself, and may cenvey
the idea, that an absolute God, or a God out-of
'Christ, is the object of the hlghest uﬁ'ectmn to the
renewed mind.

Upon the 2nd article, they remark, ~That Mr.
B—— has confounded self-love with selfishness,
in an abstract speculation calculated to puzzle
plain christians and lead to unprofitable disputes—
Upon the 8d article they remark,—That the trans-
ferring of personal sin or nghteousness has never
been held by Calvinistie divines, nor by any person
in our church as far as is known to us; “and there- -
fore that Mr. B’s. observations on the subject, ap-

“pears to be either nugatory or calculated to mis-
lead. - But, with regard to his doctrine of original
sin, it is to be observed, that he is erroneous in re-
presenting personal corruption as not derived from
Adam; making Adam’s sin to be imputed to his

, posterlty in consequence of a corrupt natare already

possessed, and derived from, we know not what;
thus in effect setting aside the idea of Adam’s be-

- ing thie federal head, or representative of his de-
“scendants, and the Whole doctrme of the covenant
of works. -

Itis also manifest, that Mr. B—is greatly er-
roneous in asserting, that the formal cause of a be-.
_ liever’s justification is the imputation of the fruits

and effects of Christ’s righteousness, and net that
righteousness itself; because righteousness, and
‘that alone, is the formal demand of the law ; and
consequently the sinner’s vielation of the divine
law, can be pardoned only in virtue of the Re-
deemer’s perfect righteousness- being imputed to
* him and reckoned as his. It is:als'g not true that

’ ot ‘- . o
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the benefits of Christ’s rightecusness are, with strict
propriety, said to be imputed at all, as these bene-
fits flow to, and are possessed by, the believer, as a

consequence of his justification, and having an in-

terest in the infinite merits of the Saviour. -

~ On article 4th no rémark is necessary.
‘With regard to the 5th article it is to be remarked,

* that Mr. B appears to confound sentiment with the

mere perception” of truth, whereas it always par-
takes of the disposition of the heart, and consequently
involves in it, either sin or holiness. The article as
stated by him, contradicts the principle laid down

- in the introduction to our form of Government, and.

levels the important distinction between truth and
falsehood, so as to be liable to the construction,
that it is no matter what a man believes. And though
Mr. B—— may not, and probably did not, in-
tend, to insinuate any thing disrespectful to the
holy scriptares, where he asserts that, «'There are

wrong sentiments in the Bible ; yet as his expression

is liable to such a construction, we Judge 1t hlghly
censurable.

‘With regard to the 6th and 7th articles, no re-

mark seems to be necessary, except that the offence
given by the reflection cast on his hrethren, the
Presbyterians, in the 7th, has heen sufficiently re-
moved by his candid acknowledvment before the
Synod and General Assembly.

- 'The 8th 9th and 10th articles lequlre no lemtu'k,
except that they appear to be ummportant

‘With regard to the 12th article, it is remafked,

that his observation upon love as exercised by the

human race, so far. as it- may be apphcable to a

.’
i
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state of infancy, is nnintelligible ; and that, though
a distinction may be made between regeperation
and.conversion, yet the terms:in-which the article
is:expressed are exceptionable, as they seem to
discourage the use of the means of grace. '

With regard to the 18th article, it is remarked,
that in making repentance and faith to proceed
wholly from leve or-charity, Mr. B. has expressed
an opinion unnecessary. and improper..

In regard to the subject of false doctrine, i dis-
coursing from Psalm LI. 5th verse, and Isaiah
chap. XLVIII, verse 8th, nothing seems necessary
to be added to the remarks made on the subject of
original sin, as contained in Mr. B’s. creed ; except
that he charges Calvinistic divines with holding
sentiments relative to infants which they do not
hold ; and that he makes positive declarations in

" regard to the state of infants, when it has pleased

a Wise and Holy GOD to be silent on this subject,
in the revelation of his will. o '
In regard to the subject of indecent language al-
leged to have been used in the pulpit by Mr. B.,
it {s remarked, that, if he  was misunderstood by
the witnesses, he has notwithstanding declared
such a deep and suitable abhiorrence of all such
language ia public discourse, as rerfders it unneces-
sary to take any further notice of it. -
On the whole, your committee recommend that
Mr. B. be required to acknowledge before the .
Assembly, that he was wrong in the publication of
his creed ; that in the particulars specified above,
he renounce the errors-therein pointed out s that he
engage to teach nothing hereafter of a similar na-
ture ; that.the Moderator admonish him of the di-

]
-
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visiens, disorder, trotble-and: inconvenience which
he has occasioned to.the church, and its judicato~
ries, by his imprudent and unwarrantable conduct;
- and ‘warn him against doing-any thing in time to
come, that may tend to produce such serious—-and
lamentable -evils: That-if Mr. B. submit to this,
hé be considered as in goed standling with the"
church; ‘and ‘that the reference and queries of the:
Synod of the Carolinas he considered as-fully an=

- swered by the adoption of these measures. . .

From this decision, Mr. Langdon* ang Mr. Wil -
liams dissented. "This desision was read to Mr.
B.; and he having requested time for further consi-
deration, the indulgence was granted. . o

Mr. B. appeared before the General Assembly, .-
and made the following declaration: viz. - - =

I do fully acknowledge that I was wrong in pub-'
- lishing my creed.” I do solémnly declare, however,
as in the presence of my final Judge, that I never

-did -entertain the ideas, nor intend to teach the

doctrines, which. are pointed out- as errors in the

statement of the Assembly: but-as I-cannot so well -
judge as the Assembly what ideas my language:
actually conveys, and the Assembly declare that
* my language bas conveyed these ideas and doc-
~ trines to their minds; I do cheerfully-and fully re-"~
.- nounce them as wrong and improper; and I do se-.

lemnly and sincerely engage, in a reliance on di--.

vine grace, never hereafter to preach what the As-.

~ % Mr. Langdon was a- Délegkte from the-General Association of -
Comnecticut.-,. . =~ - - = - = T S
i D COM Y
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sembly-have stated as ervomngous ; and I do finally
and cheerfully submit myself to the admonition
which the Assenibly may see meet to-give for my
iregularities, which I acknowledge to deserye cen-
sure; and for which I am sincerely sorry”’—
‘Whereupon. the - Moderator gave to Mr. B, the

- golemn admenition agreed to; and then the Assem-

bly declared themselves, fully satisfied in the case
of Mr. B.; and that he is, and ought to be consi-
dered as, in good standing with the church:%? and

the whole transaction was concluded with prayer.

—Vol L . 175, 176. =

" Sect. 5. Part of an JAddress to the Ministers
‘and other members of the Churches belonging to
the Presbytery of Abingdon. 1798. o
~ But whilst we thus express our confidence that
the competent judicatory will discharge their duty
faithfully, we think it our duty fo say something
with regard to ourselves. We take the present oc-

_easion of declaring our uniform adherence to the

doctrines contained in our Confession of Faith, in
their present plain and intelligible form; and our
fixed ‘determination to maintain them against all .
innovations. 'We earnestly wish that -ndﬁﬁﬂg sub-
-versive of these doctrines may be suffered to exist,
or to be circulated amongst the churches; we hope,

- that even new. explanationsof our known princi-

‘ples, by unusual and offensive phrases, will be cau-’

" ‘tiously guarded against, lest the feelings of Chris-

‘tians should be wounded ; the cause of religion in- .
Jjured ; and the enemy take occasion to triumph

. and blaspheme. We are glso. exiremely anxjons

that the peace of the church, as.well as its purity.
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of doctrine, may be presérved inviolate; and that "
every thing calculated to inflame the passions, to
invert the order of the church, or to interrupt and
disturb its union may be cautiously avoided. - -
Sect. 6. .The utility of Creeds.* . . .
Consider, dear brethrén, the pernicious tenden-
cy of their present disorganizing plan. Under the
specious pretence of honoring the sacred scriptures,
they would persuade you'to reject all ‘written or
printed creeds and forms of discipline, alleging
that those who adopt such, substitute them for di-
'vine inspiration. - St
But, dear brethren, we presame you need
scarcely be informéd of the absurdity of such insin-
uations—You know that we; you know that you
yourselves consider them differently. Counfessions .
or creeds are only the doetrines which we believe
to be revealed to us from heaven, collected from
different parts of sacred scripture, and brought into -
one view.—Must not all who read their biblés and,
believe them, form some opinion of what is taught
therein? Aud where can be the criminality, when
they have thus searched and collected, to publish
. what they believe to be the truths of God P—1In so.
‘doing, we act in open day, as children of the light,
-and do not leave the world to conjecture, whether
‘we be Pelagians, Semi-Pelagians, - Catholics, Ai-
minians, or Calvinists ; or whether we differ essen-

“* The following remarks, selected from an address of the Synod of

- Kentucky to the Churches under their care, are found on'the minutes

ot the Assembly of 1805. The address made a part of the report of a
. conmitiee of the Assembly, . [ )

-
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tially froi them all. © 'We do not leave those with
whom we would unite in the most tender and en-
dearing bonds, at a loss to know whether we be-
lieve, or dishelieve, what they esteem the essential
“doctrines of christianity—Reject all written creeds’
and why not with the same propriety all verbal .
ones 2 %Vhat must then follow? Those who be-
lieve our blessed Saviour to be no more than a
- mere man,and those who believé in his divine na-
ture; those who believe that God will manifest an
“eternal displeasure against sin, and these who be-
~ lieve he will finally receive all wicked men and de-
yils into his favor—In short, those who believe the
Jfruth, and those whose creed exhibits the most glar-
mg errors and contradictions, allunite together, enjoy
the same privileges, and surround the same board of
communion—Can light and darkness have fellow-
_ship together? Or can there be concord between
Christ and Belial >—Is there no necessity for a
 people, about to put themselves under the pastoral
care of a shepherd, to know uhat kind .of doc-
_ trines they are to be taught; or is it perfectly in-
~ different which of the above contradlctory systems
_they receive? . -

~ It cannot be reasonably denied, that it is disor-

derly for any person to preach the word or admin-
‘ister the ordinances of the gospel, who is not cloth-
ed with ministerial authority. —Compare 2 Ghron
"XXVI. 18. with Heb. V. 4.

The above report having been considered, the
~ Assembl),
Resolved, That they highly approve the firm and
temperate measures taken by the Synod of Ken-
tucky and-the committee of the Assembly that met ;

P . &
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- with them 3 and are of opinien, that the commitiee,
besides the caniary indemnity assigned them, are
- entitled to t%e thanks of the Assembly for the. dili-
‘gence, prudence, zeal and fidelity, with whick
they appear to have executea their commission.
-—1805 Vol. 11 P 91, 94, 98 :

‘Sect. 1. 4 Letter to the Synod qf It‘entucky, m
1807. '

“ Dear Brethren,

The record of your proceedmgs in regard o the
dissolution of the Presbytery of Cumberland, and
other measures connected with that act, have attract- .
ed the marked attention of this Assembly, and-been
the subject. of much discussion. The Assembly -

~have truly sympathlze(l with your Synod, in re-
_viéwing the very interesting circumstances in which
" you have been: placed, and the embarrassing con- .
cerns which you have been called te manage. -
‘While the Assembly have found it their duty, on.
4he one hand, to approve of many of your proceed- -
ings on the very irregular and censurable conduct
of that Presbytery, and even to commend the zeal
and decisien with which you have acted ; they are,
constmmed, on the other, to suggest that your pro-
ceedings in demanding that the young men irregu-
larly licensed and ordained, be given up to your
Body for examination ; in suspending the -irregu- -
larly ordained ministers without process in their -
case; and in suspendmg Messrs. Hodge and Ran- -
. kin, for not submitting to the re-examination of the
oung men, are at least of questionable revularlty
' %‘hey therefore advxse 'that you semously rewew :
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» . -
these -proceedings, and consider whether sonfe ‘of
them ought not to-be rescinded, and steps speedily
taken to mitigate the sufferings which your censure -
appears to have prodaced, and to remove at least a
part of the ecomplaints: which it has excited. In

" doing this we tannet be supposed. to recommend
that any demands of our constitutional standards of
doctrine, discipline, and government should be vio-

. lated ar disregarded.. These demands are equally

_binding on us and you ; and the recognition of their.
- justice and obligation ought to be considered as in-.

* dispensable in all who are to exercise the holy min-

* istry in connection with-our church. But there is,_
‘and ever must be, supposed inthose who are vested

. *with power, the right and the duty of exercising a
" sound discretion, which will consult the spirit, as

“~ .well as the letter, of the law ; which will some-

~‘times forbid. the exercise of power which is pos.

- ‘sessed ; which will endeavour with equal caution

to avoid the extremes -of rigour and- of laxness ;
which will yield something, yet not concede every
thing, to eircumstances; which, in a word, will re-
= 'collect that power is given for edification, and net

_for destruction, and endeavour to be guided by this
rule. 'We hope, brethren, that 'in'ﬁ:a'exercise of

- this.discretion, you may be able to re-establish the

.« -Presbytery of Cumberland, and to restore to chris-

‘tian communion, .and ministerial usefulness, some

“of its former members and licentiates, without sa-

- crificing either the doctrines, or'the government of
=~ our church. Of this yon mdst judge ; and we pray,
" _that thé great Head of the church may enable you

»s0 to judge and aet, as that the true and lasting in-
terests of the chuich, may really be promoted by

.+ Your measures. - L
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- ged '8. 2 Letter to Messrs. M<Adow, &e. -in
,.,' 1807 , - ’ ’

Bret’lm 9 o

The Assembly have received. your address, in.
which yeu inform them, that the Synod of Ken-
tucky have suspended you fromr your ministerial
office, and in which you request this Assembly to
.interpose in your case without delay. The Assem-
_bly are grieved at finding, that any unhappy differ-.
ences exist in that part of the church of Christ, in
\xhn:h you reside. The conduct of the Presbytery -
* of Cumberland, in licensing and ordaining a num-
ber of persons not possessing the qualifications. re-y
quired by our book of discipline, and without ex--
plicit adoption of the Confesswn of Fuith, appears
to have-been the origin of the evils of whlch you
now complain. The Assembly are constrained .
" ta express their decided disapprobation of this con- |
duct, as being kighly irregular and unconstitution-
al ; leading te the most dangerous consequences,. "
in mtroducmg into our church as teachers, illiterate -
men, and men of any religious principles, however
erroneous: But inasmuch- as you have not regu-
larly appealed to this Assembly, they do net con-
sider themselves as called on judicially to decide
on your case. The Assembly have advised the
Synod of Kentucky to review -their proceedings

~with regard to you, and to their demsmn we: refe):’
you. ’

We exhort ou, blethrenz to return to a strict _
and steady adherence -to the Constitution of the
Presbytermn Churclz and that yon smcerelfy endea-
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The Assembly took into consideration ‘a letter
from the Synod of Kentucky; and, having carefully
reviewed the same, and having also read another
letter from their records, which by accident was,
- detained from the last Assembly, ‘were of opinion, ..

- "That the Synod have, in these letters, exercised

" their unquestionable right of explaining their pro-,

ceedings ; which they hava done, in a' respectful

<and able manner, and to the full satisfaction’of tliis -

“Assembly : and the Assembly think it due to that

- Synod to say, that they deserve the thanks of the

- church for the firmness and zeal, with which they
¢ have acted, in the trying cu'cumstances in Wluch,

- they have been place(l ~ '

PO

- ‘Sect. 10. Ewtract from a Letter to the Rev.
J W. Stephenson, recommendmﬁl‘ fazthful adhe-
* rence to the Standards of our Church, in 1811.

- Adhere sacredly to our adopted standards, whilst
~you extend the hand of fellowship to others who,
you have reason to hope, love our Lord Jesus.
Christ. 1In this way alone, do we corceive, peace
can be cultivated, and anion, jn the end, establish-*
ed between differing christians. To - rehnqmsh ,
principles for the sakeof peace, is too dear a sacri-
fice. . And every overture made to us from any
quarter, to produce aumonq at such an expense, we

é
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unhesﬂ;a.tmgly reject. The men of whom you spea.k
went out from ns, because they were not of us.
The vbjection they make to our confession of faith,
as if it taught the doctrine of fatality, we fearis not
s0 much the result of a defect of understanding, as

of a disposition -to misrepresent. For who could
dream that the dectrine of fatality was taught in an
instrument,.in which it is declared expressly, that
the liberty of second causes is not impaired? We
do not ebject to your appointment of a committee
to confer with these men. But we wish you to be
careful not to yield any prmmple either in doctrine .
“or in government. You will readily perceive the:
propriety of the advice, when you recollect that our _
standards constitute our bond of union. Neither ~
individuals nor Judlca.tones can alter them ; for .
the whole church is interested. If you modify any
part of our standards, to suit these men, you are
bound by the precedent, to modify another part for .
another set of men, if they should make objections. -
Take your stand, therefore, on the ground of the -
confession of faith, and the book :of dlsaphne '
Keep that.ground: If'these.men wish to join our:
church, they know the terms. Their wish to alter
these terms is not very modest ; for it is requesting
the majority to yield to the minority. As we force
no one to adppt our standards, there is no oppres- -
sion exerclqetf over any by our adherencé to our
own principles. The contrary practice, in fact, is
the intelerance of a few over the many, and must, -
produce ruinous effects, The history of your part - .
of our church is a warning. Whilst we thus ex-
hort you to receive none upon any modification of
‘our standards, we wcommend to youa conmhaton y,
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mild; and forbearmg conduct to ﬂmse who are ou,t

of our commumon.—-—Vol 111 p 1.

¥
~

Sect 1. Extract from the J\"ar'ratwe on the

 state of Religion recommendmg the same duty, in
- 1811.

"There a,ppears an mcreasmg attantlon in most
places to- the doctrines of the gospel. - People be-
_ gintabe generally convinceds that 1t is important for
* them to have correct principles, in order that they
may lead correct lives. Kspecially do they who
- profess the hape of gospel, pay mpre of that  atten?
. tion to dectrines which sound philosophy and the
scriptures demand. - And the doctrines which they
esteem and cherish, are those which our fathers in

" ‘the old world embraced in the faith of which they

~ died, .and which are contained it owr standards.
They are deneminated, appropriately, the doctrines
of grace, and coustitute both our glory and defence.

- By them God is honoured,- and sinners are-saved.

~ 'They have ever been opposed, and they ever will

“'be.opposed, by those who know-not the tmith, or

‘who hold it inunrighteousness. But God has ever
gzlt the seal.of his_ approbatlon on them, making

em effectual ta the -conversion of sinners. -Vol
III "p 26 v .

Sect 12.. The same duty again recommended

Fmal}y, dear. brethren, be "UNITED AMONE
~oumsELVES, If you desire to pmﬁt by your spi-.
ritnal privileges; if you hope to be instrumental in
promoting the cause of Chrlst, or, tor be honomed
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with ¢his blessing; cherish harmony of affection,
and union of effort.—Besides the common bends of
christian love, which unite the great family of be-
lievers ; the ministers and members of the Presby-

terian Charch are cemented by a compact which"
every honest man caunet fail to appreciate. We. .

mean the ¢ Confession of Faith” of our church;
‘While we believe the seriptures of the Old and-

New Testaments to be the only infallible- rule of -
faith and practice, we do also, if we deal faithfully
with God and man; sincerely receive and adopt -
this €onfession, as containing.the system of doc-
trine taught in the Holy Soriptures. Let us ad- -

here toghis standard -with. fidelity ;' and endeavour

te transmit to.our children pure and undefiled; a’

treasure, which our fathers at great expense have,

under God, bequeathed to us. - But while we hold
fast the forir of sound words whicli we have receiv-
ed, let us guard against indulging a spirit of con-

troversy, than which few things are more unfriendly

to the life and power of godliness. It is never ne-

. cessary to sacrifice charity, in order to maintain

faith and hope. That-differences of epinion, ac-
. knowledged on all handsy to be of the minor class,
may and ought to be tolerated, among those wlio
are agreed in great and leading views of Divine

truth, is.a principle on which the godly have so

long and so generally acted, that it seems unueces-
* sary, at the present day, to seek arguments for its’
support. Our Fathers, in early periods of the his-
tory of our church, had their peculiarities and di-

versities of epinion; which yet, however, did not -

prevent them: from loving one another, from cor-.

dially acting together ; and by their united prdyers. .

and exertions, transmitting to us a goodly inheri-

A
"
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tance. -Lef us emuiate their- moﬁpmtlon and- for-
‘bearnce, and we may liope ‘to be fuvouled with
more than their success.

The great adversary will, no donbt, be dis-
posed to sow ‘the seeds -of discord and division
among yoi. Butresist him in this, as well as ail
_ his other insidious effarts, *Surely those ‘who tan

come together on the great principles of* our pub-
lic Standards, however they may differ on non-es-
-sential peints, ought net-to separate, or to indulge
- bitterness or prejudice against each other. Dear
“brethren, let there be no divisions among you,

but be perfectly joined -together in the same mind, wf

and in the same yudgment. Follow the things wh
* make for peace, and the things whereby ye may edify

one another. Behold how good, and lww pleasant it

s for brethren to dwell together in unity! Brethren,
JSfarewell, love one another; for love is of God, and
. every one that loveth is born of God, and knowetk
God. Be of one mind; live in peace; and the God

. qf love and preaceshall he weth you AMEN'

. Sect 138. The « Gospel Plan” of the Rev. W.
C. Davis ccmdemned in 1810. -

The overture from the Synod of the Carolmas,
which had been laid on the table, referring to the’
- Assembly-an. overture laid before that Synod, re-
. questing ‘their attention, to a late pubhcatxon by the

g{e Vallham C. Davis, denominated < The Gos-
pel Plan,” was read ; and Messrs. Robert G. Wil-
son, Calhoon and Anderson, were appointed a com-
nittee to examine said book, and report to-this As-
sembly the doctrines it contains, if