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THREE SERMONS, &

ROMANS V. 1.

. THEREFORE BEING JUSTIFIED BY
FAITH WE HAVE PEACE WITH
GOD THROUGH OUR LORD
JESUS CHRIST. |

209203 LTHOUGH it is cers
LI LI L )R tain that all {cripturegiv-
e:s;gny o -;2 en by infpiration of God
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| NP . d.: and calculated to prefent
“eaaensaR iR the true believer tho-

X *§ EPlo roughlyfurnifhed to eve-
0OC ry good work; yet it
will not derogate from the honor due to every
part of the facred canon, if we prefume to affrm,
that, of all the divine books which it contains,
none exhibits the whole fyftem of chriftian re-
ligion fo completely, as the epiftle which has
afforded us this text.
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Tuat it was really the production of the pen
of the apoftle Paul, we may be affured, not"

only by the general confent of the church inall
ages(a), and the cxpreis acknowledgment of the

- primitive fathers in it; but efpecially by the

ftyle and matter of the epiftle idelf, fo exactly
correfponding to that ot his other writings, by

‘the infcription which prefixes his name to the

work in the fame manner as to his other epiftles,,
and by the form of falutation, with which it is
concluded in his own hand-writing(é )—which
he himfelf has eftablithed as his fignature in
every one of them(c ).

Tue divine authority of it then cannot be
called in queftion. The author himfeit dii-
claims the honor of beinz its inventor : He pi-
oufly afcribes all the glory to his blefied M. fier,
who fpake in him; by the infpiration of whoie
{pirit he wrote, and from whofe revelation he
received all his doctrine(d). Indeed the work
fpeaks for itfelf. Its myfterious and important
fubjeéts no man could uitold, unlefs God weie

with him.

Or the fourteen facred letters written by Paul,
this is placed in front. This was not done be-
caufe it was of more early date than the reft :
for it appears to be the laft of the feven which
he wrote. before his imprifonment in Rome ;

and to have been fent to the converts there,
from

(a) Ireneus contra valent. lih. 5. Hieron. Ipift. ad
Paulin.  Eufebivs Ecclef. Hift. lib. 3. cap. 3.
(4,) Rom. xvi. 24. (<) 2 Thefi. i1, 18.
{4) 2 Cor, xiii. 3. 1 Cor. vii. 40, Gal. i. 33,
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frem Corinth, as the author paffed through Ma-
cedonia on his laft journcy to Jerufalem, anno

Dom. §7.

Nor can it be {fuppofed a compliment to the
imperial city, or a declaration of the pre-emi-
nence of the church of Rome to all other
- churches.  The {uperior excellence of the com-
pofition itfelf, juitly entitled it to this precedence.
AreTivus, and other ancients(e) ftyle it the cate-
chifim and conteflion of faith for the chriftian
church. In writing to churches where he had
preached the gofpel, he fpeaks more fparingly
of its doctrines. But as the apoftle had not yet
vifited that of Rome—as he knew it was com-
pofed both of Jewifh and Gentile converts;
and efpecially, as he found the ancient animofi-
ties between thefe two parties ftill remained
there ; and, by the infinuations of fome feducers,
had threatened a fchifm in that church; while
the one part extolled the light and law of nature,
and the other infifted on the obfervance of that of
Mofes. For thefe reafons Paul fets himfelf in this
epiftle to overthrow the miftakes of both-—and
on the ruins, to found and raife the whole fyftem
of chriftianity, both as to its dotrines and its
duties.

In the execution of this defign, the facred
writer pays f{trict attention to the rules of me-
thod. He takes care, in the firft place, to in-
form the underftanding, by refuting the falfe
doétrines of both parties about the grand article

of

(¢) Pareus in loc. Gryneus in Epift. Faius exercit,
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of afinner’s acceptance with God ; and then by
explaining the truth of this matter, and con-
firming it with unanfwerable arguments: and
having thus cleared his way, he pufhes his point
home to the heart-—and improves it for the pur-
pofe of prefing a practice by which the beauty
of the chriftian religion might be difplayed in

the fight of the world.

Havixgc fully proved, in his firft three chap-
ters, the loft condition of both Jews and Gen-
tiles; and the equal impoflibility of the falva-
tion of the one by the law of Mofes, and of
the other, by that of nature; he proceeds in
the fourth, to eftablifh the true and only way
of juftification for both—by the imputed righ-
teoufnefs of CurisT received by taith alone.
This he illuftrates by the cafe of Abrabam ; and
then fhews that all others muft be juftified in
the fame way as he was; by faith in the fame
CurisT, who was delivered up to death for our
offences, and raifed again for our juftification(’f).

Witn this the text ftands in immediate con-
nexion : the word therefore thews, that the apof-
tle intended it as the conclufion of his argu-
ment; or, at leaft, as an inference from what
he had faid : for he immediately advances to a
beautiful defcant on the happy fruits of juftifi-
cation, and a ftriking parallel between .4dam
and CHRisT : to thew that the manner in which
guilt and death were conveyed from the one,
and juftification and life from the other, was

precifely

(/) Rom. iv. 23, 24, 35.
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precifely the fame, viz. by imputation ; and yet
that the grace of Gob had the afcendant in all
the comparifon : for the righteoufnefs of Curyst
was more efficacious in bringing life to his {pi-
ritual feed, than Adain’s fin had been to entail
death upon his natural pofterity ; the effect of
the one being removeable, and in numberlefs
{ubjets actually removed already ; but that of
the other could, 1n no inftance, be withdrawn
from its fubjeét,—but muft infallibly remain
upon him for ever.

THis text has been fubje&ed to fome mif-
management from the party-fpirit of its expofi-
tors. The Socinians, impatient of any expreffion
fo plainly in favor of juftification by faith, are
for putting the comma after the word jufified ;
that it might then found as if inward peace only,
and not juftification was to bc obtained by faith.
(Fcumensius, and others, rcad the words we bave,
in the imperative /et us bave peace(g), and under
ftand it of peace with men; as if it were only
an injunction to the Jewifh and Gentile parties,
at Rome, no longer to contend about their laws ¢
but this cannot be the true fenfe of the text ;
for the apoftle is fpeaking expreisly of peace
with Gop, not with men: and 1t is exprefled in
the firlt perfon plural, including himfelf, and
we know be was none of thofe that kept up this
contention : others, that follow the fame read-
ing, fuppole it an injuntion to all chriftians to
continue In peace with Gop ; and not to return

B to

(g) Haymo, Anfclme, Lyranus, & Hneo follow the fume.




( 10 )

- to any lufts which might interrupt it(h)==butthis
does not agree with the rplain {cope of the facred
penman, which is not fo much to exhort chrii-

tians, as to congratulate them on the advantages

they derived {rom juftification by faith in

CurisT: hence the prefent Greek copics, and

fome of the ableft critics, read the word as we

do, in the indicative(7), A

Tuere is yet another reading of the text
in which the pointing is fo altered as, in the
fenle, to tranfpofe the words thus, ¢ therefore
being juftified, thro’ our Lorp Jesus CurisT,
by faith; we have peace with Gop, As this
teaches the fame ideas with our prefent tranfls -
tion, we fhall not ftand to examine any objcéti-
ons againt it : for, in either way, the text calls
us to note |

1. A crear privilege conferred on true chrif-
tians, jufification. 2. The appointed mean of
obtaining it, faith. 3. A fweet confequence fol-
~ lowing upon it, peace with Gob; and 4. The
- procuring caufe of both, cur LLorD JEsvus

CHRIST,

‘AND. thus they fuggelt the following Doc-

trine, viz,

-+ THAT BILIEVERS ARE JUSTIFIED AND OB-
TAIN pEACE WITH GOD, ONLY THROUGH OUR
LORD JESUS CHRIST.

O~

(}) The Vulaate, Origen, Chryfoftom, Theodoret.
(i) Erafmus,” Ambrofe, Theophylad. Parcus in loc,
Tolctus annet, 1, Leza in loc.
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Ox this Propofition we mean now to liy
hold. It will afford us a narural key to open
up a doltrine, which Luther once confidered as
the moft important point in divinity—the key-
ftone of the arch of the {yfteri of Revelation—

" and the grand article with waich the Chiiftian

“church muft ftand or fall ; I mcan the doétrine
of the JUSTIFICATION OF SINNERS BEFORE

GOD.

Anp from it wz fhall take occafion,

I. To enquir: into it’s nature,

II. 'To cxplain it’s caufes, and efpecially how
it is through our Lorp Jesus Carist,

III'I.J fhew in what fenfe it is by faith.

iV, WHat connexion is between it and
. ptace with Gopb.

‘A then make fome Improvement of the

LT us then,
1. Enquire into the nature of %iftfication.

Avtrovcu this was taught with fufficient
plainnefs in the facred Scrivtures, and clearly
underftood in the firft ages of chriftianity ; yet,
as it was a doCtrine that lay near the foundation
of Curist’s fpiritual kingdoni and his people’s

comfert;
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comfort ; no article of the chriftian taith was a
greater eye-fore to the grand adverfary of
both. No fooner, therefore, did the myfte-
ry of iniquity begin to work ; than the whole
power ot the man of fin was employed in
corrupting and overthrowing this _doctrine.
In this defign, it muft be contefled, he Lut toc
well fucceeded.—During the ages of midnight
darknefs, in which Popery fo generally involv-
ed Chriftendom, no part of the religion of Je-
sus was more perverted and obfcured than this,
And when the glorious morning of Gofpel-light
dawned upon the church, in the grand ch}oma»ﬁ
tion from Popery; LuTHEr, CaLvVIN,
cL1Us, and their colleagues, to whom Heaven
had referved the peculiar honor of being the
inftruments of promoting thar work, were no.
~ fooner convinced of the truth refpeéling this:
~ fingle article, than they found in it a clue 1o
‘conduét them fafe through all the labyrinths of
‘¢hat dungeon, in which the deccitful workings
. of Antichrift had fo long imprifoned them. No
foonerdid thefe venerable champiocns of the truth
{2t the filver trumpet to their mouths, and pub-
lif::, where they came, this glorious doérine in
its true fcripture-drefs, than the walls of Anti-
chriftian Jericho fell before it—the arms of Da-
gon were broken ; and the lifelefs trunk of idol-
atry lay proftrate before the ark of Gop.

. It was the prediction of fome of thefe wor-
thies, that after their death, Antichzit would
ftruggle hard to recover his former dominion,
by cosrupting the faith of Chriftians on this ef-

fential

AL
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fentizl point once more. It was the principal
object upon which the ftrongeft efforts of the
Popith party were exerted in the Council of
T'rent, (k) to deftroy the doCtrine of Juftification
by imputed righteoufnefs, through faith alone :
For this they employed afterwards the pen of
Cardinal Bellarmine, the moft learned and inge-
nious champion their caufe could find.

IT muft be confeffed that the advocates of the
Arminian caufe, who laboured fo hard to extir-
pate this dotrine in the Synod of Dort,(]) were
far en(mgén from withing to be enflaved by pa-
pal poWer again ; yet, as their arguments on this
point coincided, in fo many parts, with thofe of
the partizans of Rome, it was a known fat that
many of the moft eminent papifts rejoiced in
them, and, confidering every attempt to corrupt
this article, as a promifing ftep towards leading
back the proteftant Ifrael to the Egyptian bon-
dage frem which they had fo lately efcaped--
they could not but own they wifhed thefe inge-
nious difputants God fpeed.

As this brief hiftory may fuffice to thew that
this is a do&rine for which much has been done
and fuffered in the wars of the Lord, it may con-
vince us that it will be our reproach if’ we con-

fent to have it undermined in a time of the ge-
neral peace of the church.

TuaT the word jufify is compounded of the
epithet juf and a verb which fignifies #0 make,
1s

(%) Anno. 1542 to an. 1563. /) an. 1619. Hot-
tinger. Ecclef, Hift. >3 " ?
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is no fecret to any who is acquainted either with
the Latin or Englifh language ; and hence, that
the literal fenfe of the word is the fame as, so0
make one righteous, will fcarcely be denied by

any party.

Turs encouraged the papifts to contend that,
of the two juftifications which they maintained,
both confifted in the expulfion of fin from the
foul and the infufion of the habits of righteouf-
nefs. To the firft juftification they faid men
are brought by a general belief of Divine Re-
velation—fear of judgments, &c.—And to the
fecond, by refolutions for obedience and the in-

creafed ftudy of good works. ()

To this nction of Juftification by the infufi-
on of righteoulnels into the foul, others have ac-
ceded, on the prefumption that thi. is the {enfe
in ' which the word is ordinzrily ufed in fcrip-
ture. This, however, we need not fear to fay is
prefumption indeed. For if we examine every
book of the facred canon, we fhall not find juf-
tification ever ufed in oppofition to a ftate of de-
pravity, but only to a ftate of condemnation—
nor ever to be underftood in a phyfical, but on-
ly in a forenfic fenfe,{#) unlefs it fhould be {up-
pofed that Ifa. liii. 11, and Dan. xii. 3. ought
to be interpreted as cairying in them fomething
more than a mere declaration of the legal ac-
ceptance of many. Can it be imagined that an

infufion

(m) Becani-theolog: Schol. par. 2. tra&. 4. cap. 3.
() Rom.v. 10, 18, and viii. 33, 34. DProv, xvii. 135,
Deut. xxv. 1. Ifa. v, 23.
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infufion of any real hcolinefs is meant, when it is
faid that Goo is juftiied when he {peaketh (o),
that wifdom is juftified of her children(p )—
or that Curist was juftified ?(g) The fuppo-
fition that to juflity, is to make men righteous, .
by effeting a real change in their nature, does
confound two benefits accompanying falvation,
which, although conferred on the fame fubjets
and at the fame time, are yet really diftin&
things; I mean juftification and fanétification.
Bleflings which are indeed purchafed only for
the elect of Gop—and beftowed out of the fame
free and fovereign gruce: yet that a doétrine
which allows no diftin&ion between them, can-
not be true, will ealily appear to him who con-
fiders that they do, in faét, differ in thefe and
other circumftances—the firft being an aé7, and
therefore inftantaneous; the laft a work, -and
therefore requiring a fucceflive number of aéts
in a continuance of time ; the one producing
only a relative change, or an alteration of the
ftate of its fubjet towards Gob and his law—
the other conftantly effeting a rca/ change in
the whole nature of the moral agent; this is
perfet at once—that gradually progreflive,
but never perfect in this life—the former being
a {entence pronounced #pon the {inner—the lat-
ter a great work wrought within him—the one
the act of God the Father, the other the work
of Gov the Holy Ghoft : This only entitles to
the inheritance of fons—that qualifies for the

enjoyment of it,
THE

o) Pf li. 4. Luke vil. 29, () Matt., xi, 19,
~ (¢) 1 Tim, i, 16, Ifa. 1, 8, '
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Tue word juftification then, is to be confi=
dered as generally ufed in fcripture as a forenfic
term ; denoting a judicial fentence iffuing from
a lawful tribunal, as the refult of an impartial
trial, whereby the Judge pronounces the fub-

jec to be found juft, or righteous, in the eye
“of the law. | |

THais fentence fometimes refpeéts particulap
altions which are impeached—and fometimes it
regards the whole moral ftate of the man—and
this not always abfolutely, as it ftands in relati-
on to the law :~—On fome occafions it refers to
the charaéer, or condut of other men ; in com-
parifon with whom this is declared righteous in
a degree.(r) From this variety in the objeét,
arifes a confiderable difference in the ways of
attaining it :—Sometimes we find it {poken of
as dependent on what has been done by the fub-
jeét himfelf-—fometimes on the witnefles which
prove his righteoufnefs in court, and fometimes
on the advocate that appears for him,

Hewnce juftification receives another diftinti-
on from the different views in which it confiders
its fubject: it is called /ega/, when it acquits
him as he is in himfelf; becaufe no impeach-
ment ca1 lie againft him, nor any guilt be prov-
ed upon him who is perfectly righteous 1n his
own perfon; but it is called evangelical juftifi-
cation when it deals with its fubje, not as he
himfelf deferves, but as he ftands in his furety,

CHRriIsT

J (r) 2 Sam. xii, g, Pf, vii, 8, Job xlii, 8, Pf. cvi. 30, 31.
Cr. 11i, 11
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Curtst Jesvs. This fuppofes the man to be
in himfelf a finner fuch as the law condemns to
death : but one who puts the iffue of his trial
upon the plea of his being vitally united to a
lawful furety, by whom all demands of law and
juftice have been fatisfied in his room, and up-
on whofe righteoufnefs alone he claims to be
accepted.

IN both cafes, juftification is the a of a Judge,
whofe decifions are all founded on the eternal
law of his dominions; and, as the judgments
of the Supreme Magiftrate of the univerfe, are
all matter of unalterable record, and to be fo-
lemnly proclaimed, in due time, before an af-
fembly of the intelligent inhabitants of all
worlds, convened for that purpofe ; we need
not {cruple, then, to conclude that they are all
worthy of the character of the Judge of all the
earth—and" as fuch, that they all are ftri¢tly
juft; //) that the fentences they pronounce are
infallibly true ("¢) and in every tittle conformed
to the law of righteoufnefs. («) |

~ THe do&rine for which we plead, does not
{uppofe Gob to be blind to the true ftates and
characters of men—nor would it infinuate that
he either does or can declare them otherwife than
- they really are. The infidel is never miftaken
for a believer in CHrisT—nor the unregenerate
for one whofe heart is transformed into the im-
age of Gop. None is dealt with on ground

C | where

(/) Rom, iii, 26. Ifa. xlv. 21, (t) Rom. ii, 2,

lf]ohn‘i. 9. (u) Lxod. xxxiv. 7. Prov. xvii. 14,
P xcvi. 13, Gen, xviii. 23, |

et N LR
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where he does not ftand—the finner;, out of
CurisT, 1s not accepted as if he were in
Curist—nor the believer united to him
rejeted—as if he were {till a ftranger to him,
The one who, never being united to Chnft,
muft be confidered only as he is in himfelf, is
not dealt with as if he had the perfet righteouf-
nefs which the law requires, nor is the other
treated as if he were without that righteoufnefs
‘whofe union to Curist gives him a valid title
to call both himfelf and his righteoufuefs his
own ¢ Thus the judgment of Gob 1. . ccording
to truth, fince it accepts none as righteous, who
have not a perfet righteoufnefs to plead ; and
rejects none that have it,

JustiricaTioN, is a tranfient a&t of Gob,
a2s Judge, paffed upon the ftate of a finner be.
lieving in CHRisT; by which he imputes to
hira, the rightecufnef(s wrought out by Curist
as his Surety; on its account, acquits him of
the guilt of his own iniquitics, frees him from
the condemnation legzily denounced againft
them ; and declares him poficfled of all thae
perfect rightcouinels which the law demands,
and thercupon entitled to eternal life.

From this definition it appears that the cafe
in queftion is reaily a matter of law; and the
Judge, deciding it, is the great Lawgiver himnfelf.
This glorious Being, in that coniummate wif«
dom which governs every order of creatures ace
cording to the refpective natures with which he
had crcated them, ena&ed, for marn’s rule of
condudt, a perfect law; worthy of fo great an

Author,
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Author, and the true image of his moral glory,
—This was defigned to affert the rights of his
government, and fecure the obedience of his
rational creature. To this end it demanded
perfect love to Gop with all the heart, and an
uninterrupted courfe of action expreflive of that
principle, and enforced this requifition with a
fan&ion which entailed death, 1n its utmoft la-
- titude, on every tranfgreflion; as the juft pu-
“pithment of its demerit. (w) And, far theen-
couragement of the fubjelt to perfevere in his
duty, 1t nleafed the Author of the law to annex
to it a covenant that placed him under new ad-
vantages ; and promifed eternal life as -the re«
ward of fuch perfeverance.(x )}

" Pracep on this footing, then, it muft be
- evident that perfet obedience to the precept of
the law, was the only ground on which man
could expet the reward of life. This was
what the law required :—and lefs than that, it
could not accept. Nor was this a ftrictnefs pe-
culiar to the law of Gop. No human law did
ever call for lefs than perfet obedience 1o it-
felf: nor could it indeed, without the manifeft
felf-contradi¢tion of demanding fomething
which, in fa&, it did not demand. |

Max was bound, by the precept, to that
eonduét which was due from him to Gop ; and
Gob had condefcended to bind himfelf, by the
{anction, to the line of condutt which he would

. purfue

(w) Gen. ii. 17. Rom, vi. 23. (%) Ram. x. 3.
Luke x. 28.
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purfue towards mankind ;—As, therefore, ths
man who obeyed had a legal claim to eternal
life; fo, he that failed in one point muft confi-
der him{elf as having forfeited that claim; and,
~on the contrary, as involved in all that guile
which muft legally infure the threatened death
and all its woes. Nor muft he expeét to find
his Judge aéting the abfolute fovereign, difpen-
fing with the law, at his mere good pieafure,
and accepting pence of obedience for pounds
juftly due.

No ! Thisweretocommitanoutrage againft his
own government, which mutft eventuall, con-
tribute more to bring it into contcmpt, than all
the crimes of its rebellious fubjets. Where
no rights are violated but my own, as a private
g:rfon, I may pardon the injury, and do no
peing wrong ¢ in this cafe a difpofition to for-
~ give, 1s really an amiable temper. But were
“fuch a temper to be indulged by the judge to

" an indifcriininate remiffion of all crimes, go-

vernment muft be at an end ; and all men would
concur in pronouncing fuch a Judge a very
hatetul character, |

THE fingle bufinefs of the Judgc, then, in the
matter of juftirication, muft lie 1n difcovering:
whether the law has been perfeftly obeyed or
not': if it has, and fufficient evidence appears
to prove it, he has nothing to do but to declare
this on the bench—and pronounce the fubjeét
entitled to eternal life.:—if not, he muft con-
demn the finner to the punifbment pointed out
in the law : and fhould any fatisfaction to lthe

aw
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taw be offered in hiz [t=ad, which might furnith
nim with a righteoufnefs {fufficient for his juftis
fica * ‘1; it is evident that, in that cafe; the fen-
tence which pronaunced him righteous, muft
contain in it a parden of his fins, |

Tue fan&tion of the divine law will affure
us, that in order to this, the penalty of fin muft
be fully endured. This was no lefs neceffary
to releafe the finnzy from the threatening, than
was perfe& obedience to the precept, to fecure
the benefit of the promife. 10 a finner, the laft
was impoflible ; beaufe perfeét obedience ta
any law could never i rendered by one who
had already broken it ; a::«. the firft muft be ever~
lafting ; as the breach of infinite obligations

 muft involve infinite guilt ;—~and that muft re-

quire infinite punifhment; but this is too great
for a finite capacity to contain in any given
time : the defect of capacicy munft, therefore, be
made up in duration—otherwife juftice never
can be done—as the punithment of fin could
never be adequate to its guilc.

THE criminal, then, condemned to fuffer the
penalty of the law, can never be the fubject of
juftification ; as eternal ages mult roll away be-
fore his punifhment can come to an end.

IT follows that the juftification of a finner
muft be entirely free; fince no works of hig
own can ever fatisfy the precept of the law—e
nor any fuffcrings of his, the fanétion. If ever
he is juftified, it muft be altogether of grace,
Yet what has been faid may ferve o affure ug

that
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that this fentence mut he according to law and
jultice : a righteoufnefs muft be found legaily
- his, which is fully fufficient to anfwer the de-
mands both of precept and fanétion ; thus, and
only thus, can mercy and truth meet togcther;
or righteoufne{s and peace emnbrace each other

1n this matter,

Now, that man was a {inner without excufe,
the word of Gop _has every where declared.
Formed originally in the image of his Maker,
he began his courfe holy and without blemifh.
To preferve and cultivate this image was all he
had to do. And in attending to this duty he
found his trueft blifs waiting on every ftep.
But—alas ! The mutability of a finite nature
was foon difcovered even in Paradife. By a vo-
luntary abufe of that natural liberty which was
effential to a moral agent in a ftate of probati-
on, he pafled the bound affigned him—he tranf-
grcﬁ‘ed--—he fell '—And how dreadful was his
fall! From duty to revolt—from unftained pu-
rity, to pollution unmixed and univerfal—from
“detights, 2kin to thofe of angels, to wretched-
nels bordering on the woes of devils. How foon
did the gold become dim—how fadly was the
moft fine gold changed! The morning ftars
that {arz together at the fight of his priftine
beauty, may well be imagined to hang their.
harps on willows, when they beheld all his na-
tive glory laid in ruins.

From things already faid, it would appear
that a fingle tranfgreffion did fuffice to bar the
finner from every ray of hope. But fallen man

waS
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was become a mafs of corruption—altogether
an unclean thing(a)—darknefs reigned in his
underftanding(4)—enmity agaiaft Gop raged
in his will {¢)—his whole. heart was alicnated
from his Creator.(d) Nor did his following
fteps in life bely the inward difpofitions of his
foul. The fountain was poifoned. The ftreams
could not flow pure. Contemplate the picture
of the fallen creature, drawn by the pencil of
infpiration—his throat is an open fepulchre— -
the poifon of afps is under his lips=—his mouth
is full of curfing and bitternefs—his feet {wift
- to fhed blood—no fear of Gop before his eyes
~—he neither underftandeth nor feeketh after
Gobp—he doeth no good thing—deftrution and
mifery are in his ways, and the way of peace he
has not known.(¢)

Pavse—refleft a moment on this difmal por-
trait—-and fay—can this felf-deftroyer ever rife
from thefe ruins by his own deeds? Or is there
a thadow of potilibility of his recovery; unlefs
a furety fhotld be found, who both could and
would undertake and effeét his deliverance ?
Nor would the tafk be finall. We have indeed
fpoken of the {inner in the fingular number ; as
if but one man lay plunged in this gulf of woe.
But this was not intended to infinuate that the
picture given, {found its original in none but the
firlt ofender of our race. No! That offender
was the tatner of them all. He was more. He
was their pubiic reprefentative too, On his be-

haviour

(a) 1. Ixiv. 6, (%) 1 Cor. 1i. 14. (¢) Rom. viii, 7¢
4) Ephaive 13. Colu iv 210 (¢) Rom, iii, 1013,
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haviour hung the fate of all his feed—for thert
he covenanted—and for them he fell—they
therefore fell in him—and what befel him in the
iffue, befel them all. For of the whole race it -
is faid there is none righteous, there i1s none that
doeth good ; no, not one:

Ir the tatk of him muft be arduous who en-
ﬁfges as furety for one foul fuch as thefe—what
all we fay of his who fteps forth as the Deli-
verer of millions more than man can number?

A surety is a friend who becomes fponfor
for a criminal that law fhall be fatisfied, or for
a debtor that the debt thall be paid. The bonds
of his principal "he takes upon himfelf—and
ftands engaged in his room to fee them anfwer-
ed, or abide the confequence. |

For the interpofal of fuch a furety, the law
indeed made no provifion. Yet there was no-
thing in it to foreclofe it. The covenant that
placed us at firft under a public reprefentative
in whom we funk, feemed obfcurely to hint
that it might yet be poffible that, by another
covenant, we might be related to one in whom
we might arife. Nor was there ought in the
- words of the firft covenant to prove it impoffi-
ble that the threatening might be fatisfied in the
“death of a furety, as well as in that of the offen-
‘der himfelf. This idea was early fuggefted by
the inftitution of facrifices, and with them cir-
culated through all nations, and handed down to
every rifing age. And when the fulnefs of tirne
arrived, behold! A furety comes! O the joy-

| ul
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ful news! The Son of Gon——equal in all di.
vine perfections with the Father—had early un-
dertaken, in the covenant of reclemption. to ran-
fom and deliver Gob's ele; the flock whom
the Father committed into his hands for that pur-
ofe, by an eternal counfel, before all worlds.(f)
?n fulfilment of that contrat he now emp-
tied himfelf—affumed human nature into per-
fonal union with his divinity, and entered on
the ftage of this earthly world.(g) Born of a
virgin, his humanity efcaped that ftain of depra-
vity which the children of Adam’s covenant
tranfinit from father to fon, by natural genera-
tion, His nature was pure without a fpot-—and
was therefore called the boly thing born.(b) Nor
was his native innocence tarnifhed by any fin-
- ful defe in following life—holy, harmlefs, and
undefiled he remained to the end—and exhibit-
ed, through his whole courfe, a perfect pattern
of every virtue. By a complete conformity to
every precept of the morai law—he fulfilled all
- righteoufnefs : thus he finifhed the work given
him to do: till heaven itfelf confeffed it was e-
nough : and the eternal Father declared he was
well pleafed.  This was not done to procure c-
ternal life to his human nature; that was its
right—and in a fenfe its poffeflion from the mo-
ment of its being affumed into union with the
divinity : as it was affumed- for the fuke of his
people, {o it was in their room that in it all this
obedience was paid to law by him who was
the law’s {uperior. Obedience thus perfeét, ren-
D dered

(f) Prav. viii. 21. ohﬁ xvit, 6,  (g) Phil, ii. 7, 8.
(b) Luke i. 35. > . d 7
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dered by any man, could not fail of juftifying
the performer in the fight of Gop, and infu-
ring to him the eternal life which the law promis
fed in the cafe. But the infinite dignity with
which the divine nature ennobled the who?'e per-
fon of the Mediator, rendered the obedience he
yieided, a greater honor to the law than it could
have received by th« everlafting obedience of all
worlds of angels and of men. Theirs at the
higheft muft be ftill no more than a finite oftering
—this was thercfore as far above it, asinfinite
being is above dependent limited natures born
to-day. It fatisfied the law. It did more—it
magnified it and made it honorable. - It there-
fore contained enough to merit eternal life for
worlds innumerable : Nay, its redundancy of
worth could merit for them all a ftate of blifs
infinitely beyond that which law had promifed,
or from which man fell.

Rut what enhances the wonder, is, this righ-
terus Servant was a fufferer! That fin and for-
row fhould be clofe companions, could carry in
it nothing puzzling : for juftice required that
every tranfgreflion fhould reccive a proper re-
compence of reward. But that, under a perfeét
moral government, the greateft innocence fhould
be coupled with the fevereft fufferings : this
muit non-plus and aftonith us ! It was, howe-
ver, realized as a fact in the perfon of the hum-
bled Jesus. From the cradle to the crofs his
whole path through life was marked with blood
and woe.  He was diftinguifhed as the man of
foriows,  Contraditions of finncrs met him
wherever he went. Temptations and reproaches

attended
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sttended onhisevery ftep. Men and devils joined
hands againft him : and, O ! who can tell it 2
“in thofe hands his Father left him ! Nay more,
the holy hand of the MosT Hicu feemed to co-

operate with the wicked hands that crucified
and flew him :—for it pleafcd the Lorp him-
felf to bruife him, and to put him to grief |—
This carried the agonies of his mangled body
deep to his heart—and far exceeded them with
unutterable agonies of foul(7)—agonies whick
ended only in death :—then he bowed his ve-
nerable head—gave up his fpirit, with his lifey
into the hands of juftice as an offering for fin ;
and finithed the fufferings of nature, when he
paid the laft debt which nature can pay. (¥) Who
that believes the equity of the moral govern-
ment of the world, can think thefe matchlefs
{ufferings were all borne by fuch matchlefs in-
nocence, for nothing ? And who, that confiders
the unfpotted perfetion of the character of the
fufferer, can once imagine thefe pains were en-
dured as the wages of any thing in himfelf ?—
No wonder angels looked on, aftonifhed at this
fcene : For in the hiftory of Providence never
did they find one ftep fo perplexing, fo inexpli-
cable as this :—and inexplicable it muft have
remained forever-—had not Gop been pleafed to
unfold the myftery—by declaring that he was
wounded for our tranfgreflions—that he was
bruifed for our iniquities—that the chaftifement
of our peace was upon him, that by his ftripes
we might be healed : that it was for the tran{-
greffion of his people he was ftricken—becaufe
they

(i) Heb. xii. 3. Mat. xxvii. 46. Ifa. lili, 10
Mat. xxvi. 38, (%) Jehnxix. 30.
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they all, like loft theep, had gone aftray ; and
the Lorp laid on him the iniquity, of them
all. (/) This filenced all objections, and difper-
fed all the darknets of this amazing difpenfation,
and turned it into the glorious luftre of noon-
~ day. This fhewed that the holy Sufferer was a
Surety—that he offered himfelf to juftice in
the room of finners—that havirg voluntarily
undertaken to bear thein, the fins of his people
were righteoufly imputed to him—that it was
the punithment due to them he fuffered—and
under it, as a vi&tim in their ftead, he offered
1p his life ; the juft for the unjuft, that he might
bring them to Gob.() |

Viewep in this light, every thing in this
tranfation is reafonable and juft. No violence
was here offered to law; man had finned, and
man died the death for it. The truth of the
threatening fuffered no injury; death was de-
nounced in all its latitude ; and, 1n all its lati-
tude it 1s here inflited :—Juftice received no
wrong ; as much penalty was now endured as
the fins deferved for which he meant to fatisfy.
The holy Sufferer was not wronged, fince what
he offered was all his own, and what he bore he
freely undertook to bear : Nor did the Father’s
honor fuftain any lofs ; for the Surety undertook
not the office without his own commiffion----
and thus all right ends arc anfwcred, and all
the debt of Chrift’ redeemed, to the uttermoft
farthing paid.

Ler

() Ifa. liii, 5, 0, 8. (m) 1 Peter i1t 18,
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Y.2T it not feem harfh that fin is here confi-
dered as a debt, fince Chrift himfelf has fre-
quently called it by that name.(#) Not indeed
as if we owed it ta any being; but becaufe it
was true that, as the innocent creature owed
to the law of Gob the entire obedience of its
precept : fo the guilty owed, in addition there-
to, full fatisfation of the fanction, by the
fuffering of the whole penalty which his fins
deferved.

Hap any finner completely endured this, in
his own perfon, juftice muft have ftopped its
hand, declared itfelf fatisfied, and ordered the
criminal to be difcharged. But to make the
fufferings of a mere creature fatisfattory, for
reafons already hinted, they muft be everlafting:
eternal death was therefore included in the
threatening of the law ; this eternity, however,
was not of the effence of the penalty itfelf—it

rofe

(n) Matt. vi, 12. Luke xiii. 4. where the original
word which we tranflate finners, is debtors. |

The Hebrew cuara, fin, is, in the Syriac, cHona,
debt : Hence the verb cuos, in the Chaldaic, is both
1o fin and to be a debror. So, in the Lord’s prayer, what
Luke calls 1A MARTIAS, trefpaffes, Matthew ftylesopnEr-
LAMATA, debts 3 and doubtlefs it is in allufion to this
view of fin, that the atonement is ufually called .uTroN,
from the verb Lvo, 10 tay, fignifying that it was the pay-
ment of a debt in order to the deliverance of the debtor
from his imprifonment. So Euftathius on Homer, Iliad 4.
affirms, it is called LuTrON, by Syncope, for LuTER1ON,
and means any thing paid to fet a prifoner or captive free,
Hefychius declares the fame of the compound Ariilutron,
and adds the city Aurandros was fo called, becaufe it was
given as a /urron for the deliverance of a captive, axts
andros dedomendg.
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fofe out of the defedt of capacity in the fuba
jeét. In the perfon of the fuftering furery
no fuch defe& could be pleaded @ its capacity
was competent to fuftain the whole weight of
fin’s punithment at once; the limited time,
then, 1n which it did endure rhar pain, declared
“the glory of divine Juftice more, and therefore
ave it fuller fatisfaction than could have Dbeen
sonc by the eternal {ufferings of all Adam’s
guilty fons,

h

To whomfoever of that race thefe fuflerings
of the furety are imputed ; they cannot fail to
infure eternal exemption from all punifhment on
their own perfons. And this is legally done to
all that are united to him. - The gracious con-
~ ftitution of the plan of falvation has founded
fuch an union between CHrisT and his redeem-
ed, as is but imperfectly illuftrated by the near-

eft kinds of union known in nature: Hence in
fcripture he is ftyled the hufband and they the
Apoufe(o )—he the head and they the members of
his body(p )—he the vine and they the branch-
es(¢). By virtue of this union, CarisT and
hey are often, in fcripture, confidered as one
my”ical perfon, and fornetimes both together
are called by the one name, Curist(7). Uni-
~on among material things raay be effected by
“contaét: but among {pirits, ‘it can be only by
mutual confent, L.ove, that makes each party
choofe the other as the objett of his deught;
and give his heart to that other in return, lcan
alone

(e) W liv. s (p) Eph.i. 22 Col.i, 18. & ii. 19,
(¢) John xv, 5 p(r) 1 Cor. xite 12, Col. i, 24.
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alone produce union among beings that are ra-
tional and free. On the part of Curist this
difpofition towards his people was fully proved
in what he had done for them—on their part it
is accomplifhed by faith alone; as it is only by
that faith, they choofe Chrift for their Saviour

and beloved, and give their hearts away to him

- . o
ior ever,
NI

 Npw_does faith lefs depend on regeneration
thi.a this union does on faith : the depraved heart

ever reifls, objeéts, refufes the terms propofed

in ke rofpel, until itis rencwed after the image

of \5on, It muft be created anew in CuRisT
Jusus (/). This is the work of the divine

smarit in the day of Goo's power(t). The

- influences of that spiriT arc poured out as the

]

chief fruits of the Mediator’s purchafe for the

“chofen ot his Father(x). The myftic union,

then, of which we {peak, is founded on the fub.-
jest’s faith in Crrist :---That 1s the firft fruie

ot their regeneration---and this is a gift {pring-

"‘;ing from their eleéion of GOD(w)' |

Bur however fuch union is accomplithed, it
lays a foundation for full communion between
tae united parties.  In weal and woe, the head
and members muft fhare together.  The debts
of the wife are lezally charged to her hufbard ;
and in all his goods and honots fhe is entitied
to partake.

THIs

(/) Tpho il res (+) PLoex. 3. (u) Rom. viii. g

L) Bph i 4
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Tris may fhew us, at one view, why the
fins of the redeemed were imputed to their fure-
ty ; why his fatisfattion is placed to the credit
of their account; and why, on its being fo
reckoned, it becomes lawful and right for the

eternal Lawgiver and Judge to pronounce them
Juftified.

We have already faid that to pronounce this
fentence, was the province which the eternal
councii had affigned to the FaTuer(x); asin
that ceconomy, the firft perfon appeared to affert
the rights of Deity. It was alfo hinted above,
that, in this bufinefs, he alted the part of a
Fudge, and decided perfeétly according to law ;
and that this decifion was made by one fingle
act., All aéts of Deity are either immanent or
tranfient: The firlt remains in the eternal mind,
where no cilange’ can take place, and never
comes out, nor effects any changes abroad :---
‘T he otheér paffes from him to fome objeét, on
which it produces the cffet defigned.

'AnTIiNoMIANS rank juftification with the
former ; this was indeed neceffary to fupport
their opinion that it was an act eternally pafied :
wr if the one is granted, the other muft follow :
but if clofely examined, they will find it prove
more than they would admit : for all immanent
alls of Gop are not only eternal, but effential
to his nature ; that nature is purely fimple, and
as incapable of compofition as of change ; every
thing therefore in Gop, is Gob ; this notion then

of

(x) Rom. viil, 33. Heb. xii. 23.
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of its. being an immancnt a&, will conclude

not only that juftification is eternal---but even
that it is Gop himfclfi

~ ConsTRAINED, therefore, to confider it as a
tranfient act, pafling a fentence on a creaturé
which changes his ftate ; we infer, that it is in-
ftantancous and perfeét at once: Nor will this
thought forbid us to allow, that in the at of
Juftification are contained two effential parts;
correfponding to the two refpects in which the
finner ftands related to the law of God : firft as
guilty, and therefore bound to fuffer the punith-
ment defcrved by fin; and fecondly as s rational
fubje&t of moral government, and fo bound to
yield perfeét obedience to the law; the fulfil-
ment of both thefe obligations was neceflary to
the {ecurity of his happinefs---the firft, to deliver
him from cternal death, and the laft, to entitle
him to everlafting life.

Trererore juftification declares both thefe
obligations fulfilled---and fo pronounces the
fubjedt, difcharged frem the guilt and mifery of
the one, and entitled to all the blifs of the other:

~ Thue firlt part contained in juftification, then,
15 pardon of {ins(y). This does not imply that
the leaft grain of fin’s intrinfic evil is taken from
it by the atonement: On the contrary; nothing
ever was done that fet it in {o odious a light as
the death of the furety—for, can evil rife higher

than to murder the Son of Gop ’(z) Nof miay
E wd

ty) Alting'. foc. edm. p. 240. Wendelin. Theal
P 300 (x) Romans vii. 13, & viii. 3.
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we {uppofe this fentence removes, from the fins
ner’s nature, the ftain with which fin defiled it
No. This is the bufinefs of fanctifying grace.
Pardon only difcharges from guilt; or the fin-
ner’s obligation to fuffer punithment. Although
this immediately refpeéts the fins that are forgi-
ven; yet it terminates on the perfon pardon-
ed :(2) and when it declares his fins alread

fuftained by the furety and fully punifhed upeh

him ; it abfolves the {inner himfelf from his pre-
vious obligation in law to fuffer for them in his

own perfon.

- A~p, O, what bleflings does this idea involve !
Setting the finner free from guilt, it delivers
him from condemnation, for that is only the
fentence of law againft tranfgreffion.—Pla-
ced out of the reach of conc%emnation, the
man ftands fecure from Gobo’s wrath ; for
that is only Jenovan’s willing the condemning
fentence to be executed. Secured from wrath,
he 1s fafe from all the punithment threatcned in
the law---for punithment is only the execution
of what wrath had willed.---And thus pardon
delivers perfetly from danger :---for there fure-
ly can be no place for that, when there is no
guile prefent, nor punithment to come. This
pardon muft, therefore, extend to 4// the fins
of the fubject thus delivered ; for, if but one
fin had been left unpardoned, eternal death
muft be the wages of that one---and fo no blef-
fing could fall to the lot of the finner for ever,

In the ufe of this laft thought we thould pro-
cced with circumfpeétion,  To fay that fins are

~pardoned

(a) Pfaln uxxii. 1, 2,




¢ 35 )

pardoned befcre they are committed, would nos
only tend to licentious abufes---but would car-
ry in it the manifelt inconfiftency of fuppofing
tKem pardoned, before they were fins---that is,
before they could expofe the man to condemna-
tion---or any pardon fhould be needed for
them: nor will any thing in feripture, or the
analogy of faith, give %round for the aflertion.
Krom that fource we rather learn, that as one {in
unrepented is fufficient to damn the guilty ; fo
no fin is pardoned, before it is repented of--«
and the finner has, on its account, fled to the
open fountain for fin and uncleannefs. Yet,
as the pardon beftowed in juftification is one of
thofe gifts of which Gob never will repent---it
15 2 fentence irreverfible, So well ordered in all
things is the covenant of grace, that, as the
firt a& of faving faith enfures all the fubfe-
quent acts, in which the believer fhall perfevere
to the end ; fo, in the firft pardon of fin, is in-
fured continued pardon, whenever the penitent
fhall come to the blood of Curist for it, and
in this fenfe the pardon of one fin gpplied, en-
fures the pardon of all fins.

Gror1ous as thefe privileges reprefent this
free, full and final pardon of fin to be, they do
not prove it to contain the whole nature of juf-
tification : for this, more is neceffary than mere
pardon. That will indeed be fufficient to ex-
empt from danger of punifhment; but cannot
entitle to any pofitive bleflings. The culprit
vindicated from the accufations alledged againtt
him on his trial, or pardoned after being found
guilty, is difcharged in due courfe of law: blut:

e
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| l:e never dreams that this difcharge can give
1im ‘a claim to a reward from his prince. AN
the righteoufnefs of which this' fentence pro
nounces him poflefled, is merely riegative : barg
innocence, or immunity from crimes, is-all that
it affirms concerning him. - This fecures him
from the penal function of the law.. But it
goes no farther. The law, which is the ftand-
ard by which man muft be meafured on a judi-
cial trial, required a pofitive, as well as a nega-
tive righteoufnefs.. It forbad trani?refﬁon, it is
true; but it alfo enjoined actual cbedience. .
To the former it threatened death': but to the
" latter only, when yielded in perfetion, it, as
& covenant of works, promifed life everlafting!

THE judicial trial of which juftification is
the refult, is a trial for life. The important
queftion put to iffue, is, not only whether thé
law finds the man a criminal, and cannot be fal
tisfied without condemning him to die ; ‘but, al-
fo, whether he has a legil title to that eternal
life which it had promiied to perfect obedience ;
and this titie is affirmed in the fentence which
uftifies. In order to this, it is requifite he ftand
right in the eye of the law; his re@itude muft
equally refpeét both its parts: it muft fatisfy
the precept as well as the fanction, The fent
tence of which we {peak, is not an approbation
of the party fimply---but with relation to the
eternal rule of righteouftiefs prefcribed to him:
to this rule 1t declares him fully conformed.
To accept him without this, would not be to

* juftify him according to law--- but only to tram-
ple on the law, in order to fhow the eriminal fa-
- , VoI
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vor. Mere pardon of fin may fhew that the
fanéhon has been fatisfied, or the punifhment
which it had threatened, fully inflicted.---But
this reftores nothing but bare innocence.---It
places him only where Adam ftood before he
tell : i. e. where he is not liable to punifhment,
becaufe he had not finned to deferve it :---yet
not entitled to life, becaule that perfect obedi-
ence was not yet performed, to which alone this
life was promifed. Now, as mere innocence did
pot Juﬁlgf Adam, until he had atually paid the
debt of obedience; fo mere pardon leaves us
ftill to work out a righteoulnefs of. our own,
before we can enter into life,

A seconp part is therefore effential to jufti-
fication ; that 15, to pronounce the party poffefi-
ed of the perfe¢t righteoufnefs which' the law
demanded ; and as fuch, atually cnutled to
thc cternal hfc it pron lfcd |

T HAT this cannot be declared in favor of any
for whom this righteoufnefs is not found, muft
tollow, from its being done by a judgment ac-
cording to truth : that it cannot be found where
itisnot, , theomnifcience of the judge muftoblige
us ta conclude---That it is not inhereat 1n any
finner, is evident from his being fuch. Nor does
the dactrine we would fupport infer, that Goo
muft {fuppofe the finner has wrought out a per-
fe&t righteoufnefs for hinifelf, when he juftifies
himj; if, on that ground only, man could obtain
this fentcnce in his favor, the whole human race
mu& perifh for ever.

BLESSED
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BLressep be Gob, the gofpel plan neceflitates
the adoption of no fuch abfurdities, while it
holds up to finners the firmeft ground of hope.
We have already feen a sureTy finifhing all
~the righteoufnefs required---finithing it in a
manner infinitely fuperior to what the law de-
manded, or ever could have reccived from
mere man, if he had remained holy forever s
and finithing all this, not for himfelf, but in the
room and ftead of thofe whom he fuffered death
to redeem, We have feen him condefcending
to be called the LorD our righteoufnefs('s)---
becaufe he was made of Gov to his people,
righteoufnefs, as well as redemption; and they
were made the righteoufnefs of Gop in him(¢).

THE man for whom the furety yielded this
perfe& obedience, then, will furely need no
other to conftitute him righteous in the eye of
the precept of the law, and give him a title to
the promifed reward(d). The vital union be-
tween CHRIsT and believers, of which we have
already fpoken, will prove that it was for them
this debt was paid; as it gives them a claim to
call himfelf, with all his mediatorial fulnefs, their
own('e). That faith to which the gofpel called
them, did exprefsly choofe this righteoufrefs for
theirs, and abfolutely renounce all pleas from
any other(f): This righteoufnefs was offered
them as the gift of Gop ; and when their hearts
were bowed to accept it on his own terms, his
goodnefs and his truth forbad him ta withhold

the.

(5) Jer. xxiii, 6.  (c) 1 Cor.i. 30. 2 Cor. v. 21.
(4) 1. liv. 1z, (e)lfa, xlv. 24, ~ (/) Phil. iii. g.
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the dered benefit: he gave it in the moment
of their firft believing, as freely as he offered
it : It was found wrought for them, offered to
them, and accepted by them; it was therefore
an aét of faithfulnefs, as-well as grace, to make
it over to them---to accept it for them, and to
call it theirs. And then, arrayed in this robe
they muft be accepted. The Lorp 1s well
pleafed for his righteoufnefs fake---as it has

magnified the law and made it honorable(’g ),

Not indeed as if the I.orp imagined the
obedience of Curist was their a&. No, the
ats of every man are his own: and canuot be
done by any other: and the L.orp views every
thing as it really is: he fees the {inner to be far
from righteoufnefs---therefore he brings near
his own('b ) :---he knows the righteoufnefs of
the furety was wrought for him ;---therefore im-
putes it to him.---Hefees him united to CurisT,
and therefore ke treats him as one of his mem-

ers.  He brings the beft robe and puts it on
him ; and, clothed thercin he is made accept-
ed in the Beloved(7). Accepted, as if he him-
felf had performed that obedience to the law,
the debt which it is found his furety has paid for
him : and therefore aGually poffefled of a cove-
nant-right to the promifed life.

As this right is founded folely on that righ-
teoufnefs—it is completely vefted in him who

has a right to call it his own :---Itis, thercfore,
as

(¢) lfa. xlii. 21. (5) Ifa. xlvi. 12, 13. '(i) Eph. i. 6,
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ds perfec in the firk moment of believiag, as

4 . J L b B ] ' . :

it ever will be: Idiication may qualify a fon

for the actual pofleffiori; but his right to the

~ {nheritance is as valig;iuon the day of the birth,
“as when the heir is airived at mature age.

Berwern a ftate of juftification and its op-
pofite, there can be no raedium; all that are
not in the one; muf} therefore be in the other.
In perfect a&s there are no degrees: it may
then be fafely concluded that as all who are not
now condeimned, are juftified, at this moment---
fo all ehat are juftitied arc perfeétly fo:---It
will follow alio, that all who partake this high
| Frivilc e, enjoy it equally ; the weakeft true be-
- liever being as perfectly juflified as the ftron-

geft : a touch of the hemof CHR1sT’s garment,
will ¢ffeét this curg as completel as the firmeft
grafplk). The faith which recsives CurisT
at all, receives liim wholly---for Cir1st is not
divided(/): So he that has an intereft in his
righteoufnefs at all, is interefted in the whole of
ic: the juftification of all believers, then, béing
on the fame ground, the r‘iviljegc’ muft eqgual-
ly belong to them all. The evidences of their
being thus privileged, may depend on the de-
grees of the faith they cxercife---and theréfore
riay be as varfous as theic :---but the privilege
ltfc{f depends not on faith’s degrées, but finces
kity : it muft then be equal in them all.

Ttin belicver's right to eternal life being thud

‘ i . . A
recognizad perfe@, Dy the Judge that juftifies
| him ;

f£) AQs, xili, 0. (1)1 Cor. 1, 13
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him ; no following obedience of his ¢tan con-
tribute any thing ta increafe it.  Nor does he
need to work one moment in order to acquire
this henefit, Juftification has, at once, fet

him free both from the precept and the penalty
of the law, as a covenant. He is no longer
under it in that view(m ). The pofieflion of no
kind of works of his own, can thenceforth

commend him to the favor of Goo; nor can
he be rejected for the want of them('n).

Yer, freedom from the law, as a covenant,
has not delivered him from its authority as a
rule. This is a thing impoflible in itfelf:

Since ne creature ever can become indepzn-

dent, all creatures muft ever remain fubjeéts---
and all rational fubjects muft be under rational
law. The falvation freely beftowed by CurisT,
inftead of diffolving the believers’ obligations
- to holinefs, has greatly enhanced them. Con-
vinced more than ever of the dignity of the
law, by the honor done it in the obedience of
CHRrisT, they feel more fenfibly their own ob-
ligations to regard it. Struck with the luftre
of its refemblance to the moral beauty of their
beloved Lorp, they bind it to their hearts as
s law of love. Love is now the {pring of more
cordal obedience than could have formerly pro-
ceeded from fear, or hope of reward, Obedience

Novy

F

{») Rom. vi, 14. () Rom, iii, =8, and iv. ¢,
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now i not their tafk, but their privilege--~theit
refrefiment---their delight.  Their faith work-
eth by love(s). That ingenuous principle will
be datly crying, what fhall 1 render unto the
Lord? To glorify him will thenceforth be their
ultimate aim.  And to this end, holinefs, like
an unbroken thread of gold, fhall run through
the web of their whole lives and converfa-

t0N8

WhaiLst the believer thus goes on in the
line of duty, he works not for life, as his re-
ward ; but from life, as his fpiritual principle
and juftification may aflure him that the fame
free grace, which has accepted his Ecrfon, will
not fail likewife to accept his works; and on
the fame foundation too. Gop is faid to have
had refpect to Abel’s offerir.g ;(p) but that honor
was paid firft to Abel himfelf, Nor can it be
imagined that any fervices will be acceptable,
while he is rcjeCted who tenders them: As,
therefore, the doings of the unbeliever cannot
pleafe Gop---fince himfelf aifures us, without
faith that is impoffible( ) ¢ So, when we are told
a farthing caft, by the hand of faith, into the
Lorp’s treafury, fhall not be defpifed nor a
cup of cold water thus given lofe its() reward ;
we cannot avold the <. vi&ion that the fame
beloved that had firlt comimended therafelves to
the divine acceptance, has alfo procured this
tavorable eftimation of their works.

Nox

(v) Gal. v. 6. (p} Gena ive 4o (g) Heb. xi. 6,
()'} M‘dl’k Xiio +z. ?\ll“ta X. 420
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' Nor is this the only benefit infeparably con-

helted with that fertence that confirms our title

to etermal life. A right to heaven implies, a

‘right to. all the means neceffary for attaining the

- poffeflion of it. Juitification, therefore, no

- fooner declaes the one, than it actually conveys
the other,

Tue man that is juftified, was indeed once an
enemy to Gon; but now he is reconciled(/)---
peace, cftablifhed, grows into near friendthip---
she glorious friend puts on the bowels of a fa-
ther; and the pardoned finner is, at the fame
time, adopted amony the children of his family,
and taken into the father’s bofom : On this adop-
tion fucceeds the communication of all the gra-
ces that thould adorn the heir of glary, and fit
him for the full enjoyment of it. The fpirit of
adoption, therefore, takes pofieffion of him, as
his temple ; there he abides for ever;(#) and
hence it is that the work of fanétification is ef-
fekually carried on; and the fanttified foul,
filled with comfort, rejoices with joy unfpeak-
able and full of glory ;(#) hence the frequent,
{weet glimples of the light of Gon’s counte-
nance : The earnefts of the future crown, often
conveyed in the way of fenfible communion,
and all the anticipations of the glory to be re-
vealed ; by which this divine Comforter fupports
the work of grace he had begun, and brings it
on, by gradual advances, until all. corruptions

are

(/) Col. i, 21. (+) Gal iv. 6. (n) 1 Pet, i, 8,
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are finally flain---all graces grown ripe---arg
the believer arrived at the meafure of the Ratur>
of the perfect mian in Curist :S:'v) and havin
thus been made to perfevere in holifefs o the
end of life; he is then crowned with the full
poffeflion of that eternal inheritance t3 which
juttification announced his title.

(=) Eph.iv. 13,
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dyommemenadp I E things which have been fpo-~

| ken in explaining the nature of

4+ T juftification, under the foregoing

$3000 head, may help to point out the
@ cemmnenedy ground on which fome of the prin-
cipal queftions yet before us may find their an-
fwers. - On that part of the fubjeét it was thought
neceffary to dwell more particularly ; becaufe
the great controverfy between us and Papifts
and Arminians on the one hand; and Antino-
mians, vnder all their various forms, on the
ather, fo far as it refpe@s the dotrine of jufti-
fication, arifes from different explanations of
Rhat aticle,

FroroR=
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ProroRTIONED to the degrées in which men
have differed in their views of its nature, have
been their diverfity in affigning its caufes. Tao
inveftigate thefe aright, would be in a great
meafure to remove the grounds of controverfy
on this point. In the execution of that
part of our tafk, it is prefumed we may de-
rive fome aid from what has already been faid.
To attempt it therefore fhall be our next, bufi-
nefs. And this will bring on the Second Head
propofed for confideration, which was

To explain the. caufes of jufification; and ef-
pecially bow it is through our Lord JEsus
Crrisy. o

On fundry points in divinity, all caufes may
be reduced to the efficient. But in the doétrine
now before us, there has been lefs diverfity of
fentiment on that and the final caufe, than thofe
that are called the impulfive, meritorious, ma-
terial, and formal. Lefs pains will therefore be
needed in our attention to the two firft menti-
oned caufes, than the reft.

1. The efficient canfe is, on all hands, agreed
to be the Lorp Jrnovan himfelf. That very
being who is the Author of the law which man
had broken ; whofe holinefs binds Limn to hate
fin perfettly ; and whofe juftice cannot accept
any, upon a plea fhort of perfet rightcoufnels:
He alone is the Jud~e of all the carth; fully

flefled of power to fave or to dcftroy: and

e i is that juftitieth the ungodly(s). What-

CVEer

(a) Rom. viii. 33,  Ifa, xlii. 25.  ifa, iv. 12,
Rom. iii. 6. ard iv, 3.
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ever external act is afcribed, in genefal terms,
to Gop, is common to all the perfons in the
holy Trinity—-Undivided in effence, they arc
united in will, and joint agents in every work
of Deity.(4) In the bufinefs of juftification,
thetefore, they all act a part. ‘The Father was
efpecially a&tive in drawing the plan of men’s
falvation=—in giving the Son to be their Re-
deemer—in accepting of what he did and fuf-
fered in their ftead—in imputing it freely to
‘the believer, and in judging him righteous on
its account(c) ‘The Sown, as Gob, is the co-
efficient caufe with the Father; having power
equally with him to bind or to loofe, to remit
fin or toretain it(d). As Mediator, he wrought
out the whole of that righteoufnefs by which
the believer is ju”i3ed(e )—he is the Author and
Finifher of that12*i which embraces it(f), and
i1s appointed to be the final Judge, whofe deci-
five fentence fhall fix the fate of men and angels
at laft(g). The HoLy GHosT convinces mén
of a ftate of fin and condemnation—ftrips them
of all dependence on their own righteoufnefs—
difcovers that of CarisT—changes their hearts
~infufes into them the habit of faith——draws
it out to exercife in receiving CHrisT; and fo
applies his rightcoufnes to them for juftifica-
tion(®). It)s his province alio to bear witnefs
to their acceptance and adoptien; and ‘o to feal

them to the day of redemption(s). Thus it
appears

(h) John v. 19.  (¢) Johnili, 16, 3 Pet. i. 17,
Rom. viii, AL (d) Mar. [x. &, (e) Dan. In. 2.
(f) Heb. xit, 2. (g) AQs x. 42, () John xvi. 8,
Col.ii. 2, Johni. 12, 13. (?) Rom., vii., 16,
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appears that all the facred perfons in the Trinity
had an efficient hand in this matter, according
to the wife ceconomy eftablifted in the coves
nant of vedemption.

It muft, however, be added, that if we cons
fider this matter with ftri¢t precifion, it will
‘apﬁear, that this ceconomy eftablifhed it as the
diftin¢t office of the Father, to pafs the juftify-
ing aét.(k)

2. THe final caufe, that is, the great end
which the efficient had in view, is generall
granted to be the glory of Gob ; or the clear dif-
play of the luftre of his moral verfections. This
muft indeed be allowed to be h:is ultimate end
in all his works. It would be unworthy of
him to aim ultimately at a lefs end, when he
might have aimed at a greater: the greateft
end muft refpeét the greateft being :—and that
Being is himfelf. It is therefore quite in cha-
racter for JeHovaH to make all things for him-
felf(/). 'The abfolute independence of his na-
ture forbids the thought of his deriving any
happinefs from the cxiﬁence of creatures: that
could not, then, be his end in bringing them
into being 5 and, if not, it muft follow, that
there is no tolerable fenfe in which he can be
faid to have made them for himfelf, excepting
that which affirms it was for a difplar of his
glory to objets without him.

By

(4) Ram. dii, 26, 2z Cor. v. 19, (/) Prov. xvi, 4w
Pl exlv. 10,
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'Tuere is nothing in his nature which it
‘would be his difhonor to have publicly known.
By how much the more of him is difcovered to
his creatures, by fo much the more worthy of
the higheft love, veneration and obedience he
appears to them alll. No created intellet can
penetrate into the divine effence by any force of
its own—ali difcoveries of Gop muft be made
by himfelf ; and nothing can be known of him
beyond what thefe fhall reveal.(m) The per-
feftion of his nature is happinefs to himfelf: it
is allo the fource of all felicity to creatures,
With the knowledge of him, true bleflednefs is
diffufed through the world : to {pread the difco~
veries of Gob, is to enlarge the circle of hu-
man happinefs :(#) this, then, is a deed worthy
of divine goodnefs. It is a deed done both by
the works which he performs, and the word
which he reveals ; it muft, therefore, be the great
end of both. And of both, the juftification of
which we {peak, is the crowning point. Nothing,
among all the works of Gon, illuftrates his glory
fo much as this a&, confidered in its conne&tion
with the plan on which it is built,

HEeRrE mercy is magnified, in pardoning the
fins of many, for the righteoufnefs of one; and
juftice is glorified in not {paring that ~ne, al-
though a beloved Son, becaufe he was wnd a
furety for finners.("0)

Wispom is difplayed in finding out a way

to punifh the {in, and yet pardon the finner; to
G make

(m) Job xi. ». John i. 18. (n) John =xvii, 3.
(¢) Romans viii, 32,
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* make fin's wages to be fin’s deftruétion ; and to

bring the greateft good out of the greateft evil.(4)

,.Tms holinefs of Go fhines out illuftrioufly in

this work ;("e ) which fo clearly thews that finis as.

much the object of his hatred, as his darling
Son is the objeét of his love; fihce here it is
manifeft, that he cannot but punifh it, were it
~ only imputed—and thar to his well beloved, in

whom is all his delight. Indeed every feéli-

on of Deity is honored in this work : mercy and
truth meet together; righteoufnefs and peace
embrace each other in it! and every perfon in
the Godhead comes to view, by this wondrous
difpenfation. The Trinity was a myftery which,
no other work of Gop had unveiled to man :—
but in the plan of juitification through CurisT,

we fee the Father loving us—laying our help on

his own Son, and drawing us to him, and then
pronouncing us righteous for his fake:(f) The
Son humbling himfelf by incarnation and obe-
dience unto death; fhedding his blood to atone
for our guilt and wafth our fins away—giving
up his life and foul a ranfom to redeem ours,
and purchafe for us eternal blifs—and then of-
fering and conveying all freely to us without
v .acy and without price.(g) And the Holy
G.ioft applying Car1sT and his benefits to our
fouls—creating us anew as temples for himfelf,
and then taking up an everlatting abode in our
hearts.(b)

(4) Eph. iii. 10. (¢) Exod. xxxiv. 7. (f) John xvi. 24.
Rom. v. 8. (g) Phil. ii. 7, 8. Zech. xiii. 1. Heb. xii.
24. 1 'Tim, ii. 6. Ifa, liii. 10, &1v. 1. (b) 1 Cor. iii, 16,
and y1. 19, 2 Tim. i. 14. Jobn xiv. 16, 23.
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As the glory of Gop, therefore, is more emi-
nently difcovered by this than all his ather works,
fo it cannot be doubted that it was planned and
effetted ultimately for that end.

3. Bur if we enquire after the mpuifive
eaufe of a finner’s juftification on this plan, we
fhall never be able to difcover any other than
felf-moving goodnefs and grace no lefs fove-

“reign than 1t 1s free.

THr fli-fufficiency of the eternal Gop was
enough for his own happinefs—elfe he muit
have%ccn’ infinitely miferable from eternity—
that mifery muft have been really infinite—as it
was the mifery of an infinite being; and eter-
nal too, fince an eternity had been fpent, before
any other being had exiftence. His happinefs
arofe all from himfelf; and was no lefs per~
fect than his being. He could not nced the be-
ing of creatures, fince he couid hsve creat-
ed them when he pleafed—and yet was pleafed to
{pend an eternity without them: and if he need-
ed not their beings, he needed not their blifs ;
fince that was only an appendage of it. What-
ever felicity creatures might partake, could cer-
tainly contribute nothing to increafe that of
their Maker; becaufe that which is perfeét can-
not be made better by additions; and more ef-
pecially becaufe all their happinefs is derived
from his: that is the fountain, and thefe are the
{treams. Gobp could not, then, be moved to
juftify any finner, becaufe he could not do with-
out him. Nor was there any merit in the crea-
ture, to draw out this token of divine regard.

Wi




( 52 )

Wt have feen, on the former head, that fallen
man was far from poflefling any inherent righte-
oufnefs to recommend him to Gob’s favor (i)
that, on the contrary, he was really deftitute of
all moral goodnefs, and actually full of all mo-
ral evil: that, as a breaker of the law, he was
guilty of death, and might be plunged into hell
as juftly as the angels already chained there.(4)
Every thing found in him was calculated to ex-
cite Gop’s indignation: but nothing could be
found to rrove his love. Nor was it moved
towards man by the fufferings of the Redeenier,
No. It was the previous motion of ckis love
that gave the Son of Gobp to fuffer(/). It fol-
fows then, that 1t was moved by nothing with-
out that bofom where 1t dwelt. It moved it-
felf. It moved unfohcited; for no created
mind could think of atking fuch a favour as
this gave. It moved unbought—for no price
purchafed 1t. It therefore moved frecly. And
hence all its works were freely done : and all its
gifts were beftowed gratis.(m) For this reafon
it 1s called grace, And with fovereign freenefs
it has both begun and finithed the glorious fa-
bric of man’s falvatton. Of this the founda-
ticn was laid by grace, leng before the birth of
time, in the free election of the fubjeéts of fal-

vation—

(:) Ha. xlvi. 12, ¥3.  (4) P cxxx. 3, & cxliii. 2,
(/) Jobn iii. 16.  Roin. 1. 2, 3, & iv. 24. Eph. ii. 8.
Tit. i, ¢—7.

(m) Dorrawn, the Greck word which we tranflate
Sreely, anfwers in the Septuagint to the oripinal Hebrew
Cuaanowm, Pf. xxxv. 7. which the Greek ici:ohaft inter
prets by anNEu aiTIAS, without a caufe : yet this word
15 always ufed by the Apoftle on this fubjedt——Sce
Rom, iil. z4.
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vation—it was grace that did then give them
over to Curist, as his peculiar charge—a, !
CHRrIST to them as rheir Redeemer : (#)—it
was grace that accepted a Surety in the room of
them on whom the debt criginally lay—it was
grace that brought the Saviour to put himfelf
in that humbie, but arduous place :{0)—-i* was
race that made the goipel-cafl effectual to per-
fuade them to faith in him(p)—it was grace
that changed their hearts and united them to
Chrift—that produced in them that love by
which faith works and proves its truth—that r:-

ntance which grows out of this love—toge-
ther with thofe fruits of holinefs in which the
work of fanétification is gradually carried on to
the end(g )—and, at theend, 1t is grace too that,
fets the cope-ftone on the building.(r) And
thus it appears, that from firft to laft, the whole
work of man’s falvation is altogether of grace ;
of grace unobliged, fovereign and free.(s)—
What elfe can then be the impulfive caufe of
the finner’s juftification ¢ Was it free grace that
provided the juftifying righteoulnefs—and be-
ftowed faith to appreliend 1t?  And what but
the fame grace imputes 1t to them—and declares
them righteous on its account ?

Nor is this to be regarded as the empty rant
of iiuman fancy—or the mere ditates of an hy-
pothefis: the Holy Spirit has ordered the wuni-
form languave of fcripture, fo as fully to con-

firm

(#) Rom. x1. 5. Eph.i. 4. John xvii. 6. (o) Eph. v,
25. (p) ifa. 148 5 Cor. 1. 24, 26, (¢) 2 Thef. if. 16.
Ephi 0, &1 5, 7,8, (r) Zechaive 7. (s) 2Cor,
XV. L2
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firm it. To this end it is fo often declared that
juftification is a gift conferred on the ungodly
who worketh nothing to procure it/#)—that it
15 not of works, left any man fhould boaft
—that ail works of the law done by the finner,
either before or after it, are excluded from any
fhare in the matter~—that we are juftified freely
by grace—and not only juftified, but that, when
finally faved, we fhall have it to fay that 1t was
by grace we were faved, through faith, and that
not of ourfelves—it was the gift of Gop.("#)
Nay, the apoftle confiders it {o entirely as a work
of free grace, that he utterly rejeéts the furmife
of works joining iffue with grace in this affair:
he affirms the partnerfhip between them to be
impoffible-—as the giving the leaft credit to the
claims of either, inftantly deftroys thofe of the
other : if it be of grace, then it is no more of
works; otherwife grace is no more grace, &c.(w)

I am notinfenfible that Arminians of confide-
rable note have objetted that the works, againft
which the apoftle argues, are to be underftood
only of thofe of the ceremonial law. But this
objection has been fo well anfwered by many
writers, and particularly by the late worthy Fre-
fident Edwards ;* that 1 deem it fuperfluous to
add any thing in this place on that fubject.

4. THE meritorious caufe of a finner’s juftifi.
carion, comes next to be confidered: and this
deferves

(t) Rom. iii. 24. and iv. 5. (x) Eph, ii. 8, 5.
Rom. iii. 27.  (w) Rom. xi. 6.
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deferves paiticular attention ; becaufe juftifica-
tion is an a&t of juftice, as well as of grace.
"The doctrine of merit makes fo great a figure
in the church of Reme ; that, on the point now
in hand, Proteftants have generally abandoned
the name. It properly fignifies defer : and fup-
pofes the reward 1t meets witb to be no more than
n debt, to which it has a juft claim. 1In this
{enfe no created being could merit at the hand of
Gop. Every creature is dependent for his be-
ing and his all. But he that merits, muft not
be beholden to Gop for any thing. Gop muft
be debtor to him—and continue fo, until the
merited reward be paid : and when 1t is, the re-
ceiver is nothing obliged to him for the pay-
ment; as that contained only what was his due.
Merit, in this view, may take place between
man and man: Equal by nature, they may o-
blige one another ; and deferve compenfations
at each other’s hands. But creatures hold all,
by mere gift from their Maker. When the high-
ett angel, then, has paid to Gop all he has—he
‘has laid him under no obligation to thank or
reward him—he has only returned to him what
was his own. Perfeét obedience from the pu-
reft feraph—or the complete conformity of inno-
cent Adam to all commandments in the law,
could have furnifhed no abfolute merit to either :
nor founded a juft claim to any pofitive reward
at Gop’s hand on that {core.

T'ue merit of which we f{peak, is called merit
of condignity 5 and that all creatures muft difclaim
it, 1s evident from what has been obferved : Nor
15 it ufual for the moft legal fjirit to indulge the

fancy
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fancy of attaining happinefs in that way. There
is, however, a merit of paftion, improperly fo
called, which confifts in fuch qualifications as
entitle men to a reward—not fo much becaufe
they deferve it by their own intrinfic worth; as
becaufe they conftitute a condition to which
Gob has been pleafed to promife it.---It is on
this kind of merit the legalift builds all his
hopes. from his fincere endeavours—his repen-
tance, and his reforms : and on this the Papift
founds his expectations of blifs on his penances
—pilgrimages—prayers of the faints, and papal
infulgencies. And gqually vain are the hopes
of both ; firft, becaufe they reft on things which
do not contain the perfect obedience required in
the firft covenant; nor the faith demanded in
the {fecond, 1n order to acceptance ; and fecond-
ly, becaufe they are all performed by ftrength
derived from God; and none of them is produ-
ced by power of their own.

~ THe plan of juftifying finners, invented by

the Neonomians, 1s quite unknown to the BisLE.
It is built on the fition of a new law, fubftituted
in the room of that eternal ftandard of reétitude,
which had ever required perfect obedience in
order to acceptance with Gop, and fixed a curfe
and condemnation on a fingle defet : This they
found a ftandard too high for the doings of im-
perfet creatures ; and prefuming it unjuft to re-
quire of them what they could not perform ;
they fancied a merciful remedy, provided in con-
fequence of Cur:sT’s death; by repealing this
rigorous exaction ; and, in its ftead, appointing
a inilder rule, which only requires repentax}cc
or
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for errors paft, and fincere endeavours after an
honeft, though imperfect, compliance for the
time to come.

CoxcerNING this theoty, it might fuffice to
reply, that the fcripture is filent: But it muft
be added, that the principles eftablithed by the
facred books, contradi& every part of it. There
we find that the law of Gobp can no more be
changed, than the nature of its Author : that
heaven and earth thall pafs away before one tit-
tle can be altered or abated 1n it. That Gop,
at firft, made man upright; with fufficient abi-
lities for perfect obedience: and that, in de~
manding {uch obedience, he required no more
than he had a right to infit on, and no more
than man was able to perform---and, if the
creature foolithly fought out many inventions,
and thereby difabled himfelf for his duty; he,
not Gop, was to blame for this.---The Law-
giver had done nothing to forfeit his authority
and the {fubjeét, furely, could not forfeit it for
him :---and, therefore, he had as good right ta
require perfect obedience now as he ever had:
If, indeed, he muft never demand of his crea-
tures more than they are, in the fulleft fenfe,
able to pay; then it will follow, that the more
enflaved to any luft a finner is; the lefs right
his Maker has to call him to forfake it ;—or to
condemn him for continuing in it; fince it
muft be owned, that the lefs able is the man to
refit the propenfity to indulgeit: On this
{core, the greateft finner muft have leaft to an-
{wer for :~~and one altogether finner can have
nothing required of him: he has finned him-

H felf
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felf innocent : nothing now being his duty, no-
thing can be his fin: he has rien above the
reach of the Lawgiver : and {o, muft be beyond
the commiffion of the Judge :—for where no
law 1s, there can be no tranfgreffion :-—and
where thiere is nothing commanded, there can
be nothing condemned. In a word, the opi-
nion we now implead, is fuch as cannot ftand,
without the downfall beth of fcripture, and of
the moral government of the world together.

On this ground the notion cof this remedial
law is built; and, the foundation failing, the
{uperitructure mutft fail with it

Is it not manifeft, that, for Gop, by an aét
of mercy, to appoint a new law, is to fet afide
the old ? If, in this way, he may accept of re-
pentance as a fatisfaction for fin, why may he
not difpenfe with the neceflity of any fatisfacti-
on at all ¢ Why then could not the blood of
bulls and .goats, and the afhes of the heifer,
under the law, make a fufficient atonement ?
Why could not thoufands of rams and ten
thoufand rivers of oil avail, as a peace-offer-
ing ?—nor the fruit of the body procure pardon
for the fin of the foul? Why muft the Son of
(Gob become incarnate~—and bleed---and die ¢

BuTt I forbear. 1 will not fufpect all the a-
bettors of this opinion, among whom the pi-
ous, and excellent BAxTER was not the leaft, as
ever once intending to rank themf{elves with the
alvocates of the Socinian caufe; yet I muit
confefs, that, when once this tenet is admiltted,

{ee
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T fee not where to ftop, fhort of ihat sbyfs of
abfurdity,

To avoid it, therefore, we muft conclude
that, fince juftification is the a& of a Judge,
the fentence muft be paffed according to law:
and there muft be. of courfe, a rigﬁueoufncfs
found for the fubje€t, in which the law is fatif-
fied : As that fubject is a finner, this righteou-
nefs cannot confift in any repentings---tears---
or endeavours of his own: Nothing but what
is perfect can avail here. It muft then be the
righteoufnefs of another. This could not be
furnithed by any man: becaufe they werc all
in the fame predicament :---nor by any other
rational creature; for all fuch owed to Gop ali
their obedience for themfelves : not one of them
had ought to fpare to guilty man.

IT remains, then, that it can be afforded to
him only by the man that was Gop’s FELLow ;.
and therefore

THE meritorious caufe of a {inner’s juftifica-
tion before Gon is, and can be noihing elfe
than the Curist—the Theantbrepos, humbied
down into the finner’s place—and, in his ftead,
yielding obedience unto death : that is to fay,
the only thing that merited for man the high
privilege of which we treat, is Cur1sT’s affum-
ing the charalter of his furety—-and, as fuch,
doing all that was neceffary to difcharge his
whole debt; for the innocent that debt could
be nothing lefs than perfe@ obedience to tha
law :~-and for the guilty it muft comprite like-

viife
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wife the eemplete fuffering of all the penalty
due to fin., For the full payment o?cbotl\;
CHrisT, in the covenant of redemption, be-
came Sponfor in behalf of his people. TFhe
whole of that obedience and fuffering, then, by
which he fulfilled that ancient engagement,
muft conftitute the merit which procured this
benefit for them. But, in order to its doing
fo, it muft be viewed in connexion with the
dignity of his perfon; as Gop-man—the im-
gortanc,c of his office as Mediator, as Prophet,
rieft, and King of his redeeined-~-the perfec-
tion of his execution of that office---and the
high worth of the offering made by the whole.
Confidered in this connexion, that offering ren-
dered to the law of Gob its due; it yielded the
obedience of a divine fubject ; and f{o it magni-
fied it, and made it honorable: it paid to the
juftice of Gob its due alfo; while it endured
all the penalty which that attribute could in-
flict : and thus it made Jutisfaltion 1o both, foy
all demands that lay againft the pecple he re-
deemed : in that fatusialtion the Lorp was
well pleafed : here was the facrifice in which
Jeuwovarn fmelled a favour of reft. It mads
peace. Hence it is called the propitiation, (s )
the ranfom that delivers men from the pit, in
which there is no water,('4) the price of their
redemption(’c )---the purchafe of the {ouls re-
deemed, and of all the blifs intended for
them.(d)
‘VERMS
(a) Rom. iii, 25. Heb. ix. 5. 1 Johnii. 2. Rom.v. 18,
(b) Matt. xx. 28. Mark x. 45. 5 Tim, ii. 6. Zech. ix. 11.
(¢) Lukei 68, & i, 38. Heb, i, 12. 15, Gal i. 4.

1 Cor. 1. 30, (d) A&ts xx. 28, Tiph.i. 14, 1 Thefl. v, g
y Cor.viw 20, Ephiivy. Coli i 14, 1 Teter 1, 20,

(-U
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Tsrwms all, ufed by the fpirit of Gop, ir
more texts than the margin refers to—and ufed
furely in fome moft important fenfe. The
ftrength of them could not be juitified, by fup-
pofing they meant nothing more than that Gon
1s rendered reconcileable by what CHRIST has
done. No! They fpeak not of peace with
Gob as hereby made poffibie~--but as actually
enfured. ‘To fay that the Moft High is, or
can be rendered any thing which he has not al-
ways been ; is to deny the immutability of his
nature ; and to think him altogether fuch an
one as ourfelves. Had not the Lorp been re-
concileable before, he furcly would never have
given his Son to be a facrifice—for that would
be to aflign to him a tafk impracticable.

BesipEs, for CuRrisT only to effe&t this for
his people, would not be for him co be the
Peace-maker between Gon and themn; but on-
ly to pave the way for them to make their peace
themf{elves, by their own endeavours, repentance
and faith: his righteoulnels would, thus, be
but the footfiool upon whicl. their own would
mount the thrane,

Non will it F = eafy to reconcile, to the obvi-
ous meaning of thefe texts, the do&trine which
affirms that CHR1sT made this incomparable
facrifice, merely to purchafe for the Deity a right
to fave any finner whom he pleafed. To talk
of Carist’'s dying to purchafe for Gop any
thirg which was not his before ; muft needs
found harfh in chriftian ears . as it {feems to re-
prefent him as the Saviour of Gob, rather thzu;

0
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f men-~and as offering his lifc as the ranfom
o his Father, 1air. thai of hiscreatures. To
fay that he had not a right to have eleéted and
faved as many as he pleafed ; {eerns hardly con-
fiftent with the ide:. of the putter’s having power
over the clay: if he nea ot 2 rir’ o fave
them, whe < was his rignt to take .ca amea-
fure as the death of his Son to efieét that pur-
pofe ? That this was neceffary vo accomplifh
~the falvation of the clect, we have already ob-
ferved ; and that i« has done it in a way perfect-
ly honorable to Gop, will neceffarily follow,
from Cur1isT’s being their Surety, and paying
down his life as the ranfom of theirs: but until
it be proved that Le ftood in this relation to the
reprobate as well as to themi—it cannot be made
to appear, that he purchafed or procured for
Gobp any more right to fave thern, than he would,
have poffeffed, if CrrisT had never died.

It is not a faint propofal of a vague, uncer-
tain, poffible falvation, which the texts above.
cited, make to the redeemed. Nor do they lcave
us to fear that the Lorp Jesus will be Yound a
weak, though a well-meaning, Saviour. No!
They fpeak of the redeemed as actually bought
with a Fricc ; and of their eternal happinefs as a
purchafed poffeflion—referved, as well as pre-
pared in heaven ; and openly fet forth the preci-
ous blood of CHR1sT, as the meritorious price
by which it was obtained for them,

Nor does ¢his doftrine militate again® the
idea of falvation’s being as much the gift of
Gob’s
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Gob's free grace as we have ftated it above, Ta
the Surety that purchafed it, indeed, no grace
was thewn: it was not with mercy, but with
juftice, that he had to do: no abatéments were
made in his favor ; the innocent victim remains
et a priloner, until he had paid the uttermoft
farthing. But, though all was dearly boughe
by him, the rcdcemeg themfelves paid nothing
for it : to them it all comes frcely ; and not the
lefs freely becaufe it coft the giver fo dear: he
who freely beftows a valuable eftate which coft
him nothing on one who never deferved it and
never can, may be faid to difcover great grace
in the gift: but he that gives him, with equal
freenefs, a pofleflion which he had purchafed at
great expenfe, manifefts grace fhill greater.—
What then, if it had coft him the life of his fon,
his only fon? O! ye heavenly hofts, what fay
ye to this ? Does this thought depreciate, in your
eyes, the freenefs of the grace that gave you
your All? Nay, does it not enhance, . 1d exalt
it maore than all other confiderations ?

§. LET us now proceed to enquire into the
material caufe of juftification. By this term is
underftoou that which is the matter on which
the fentence is directly and primarily paffed: the
matter or thing immediately refpected in it;
and which forms the ground or reafon why the
perfon is juftified or declared righteouss This
is diftinguifhed from the objeét of the foregoing
enquiry, as a part is from the whole, There the
queition was, what 1s it that has meritorioufly
ileferved all the bleflings which the covenant of
grace enfures to Gop’s elect here and hereafter ?

here,
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fiere, the thing we enquire is, only, what is the
reafon that a finner is declared righteous by the
Supreme Judge of all? The anfwer to the for-
mer did accordingly extend our views not only
to the obedience which CHrisT performed, and
the {fuffering he endured, exprefsly in the room
of the finner; but alfo to the humiliation of his
fluming man’s nature---the obfcurity of his
birth---the meannefs of his appearance, toge-
ther with the worth of his perfon, and the
weight of his office-charaéter : but, in anfwerin
this, our eye muft be fixed directly on that whic
the law of Gop required from the finner now
under judicial trial : and that is nething clfe
than fatisfattion to the precept by a perfe¢t obe-
dience—and to the fanction by the full fuffering
of the penalty denounced againtt fin.

From the nature of juftification, as already
explained, we learnt, that the fubject of it was
fuppofed to be brought before the Judge, to be
tried on the article of his title to eternal life.
On this trial that man puft expeét to be catft,
who has nothing to plezd. To a charge brought
againft him by his fellow men, in a human
court, he might plead innocence: But this is a
plea which no finner can make at the tribunal
of Gop. The cafe is plain. Gop had given
to man a perfet law and demanded his obedi-
ence to it. To this obedience, when completely
rendered, he had prcmifed life: and deatﬁ eter-
nal was threatened to every finful defect therein,

., By this law the culprit’s fate is to be decided,
if its demands are fatisfied, his right to the life
it




{ 65 )

It has promifed will admit of no difpute: bue,
if not, he falls direétly under the penalty. The
queftion, then, is narrowed to that fingle point;
has the man fulfilled the righteoufnefs of the
law? The man is a finner. The anfwer muft
then be in the ncgative. The Judge is righte-
ous and will by no means clear the guiltv. The
condemnaticn of the finner, then, is the natural
confequence of his guilt. He cannot be jufti-
fied without a legal righteoufnefs. This muft
be {uch as fatisfies both the precept and the fanc~
tion. To efcape the punifhment awarded to fin
by the one, it: muft appear that what he pleads,
as his righteoufnefs, has actually borne it; and
to prove his title to the reward promifed, it
muft appear that his righteoufnefs contains the
perfect conformity to the other, required as its
condition. Evidence of the former acquits him
frorn guilt, and fecures him from punifhment
—and proof of the ather, confirms his title to
the life in queftion.

Sucn a righteoufnefs is indeed to be found in
the obedience and fufferings of Jesus CuRrisT.
Thefe together comprife t%ae whole furetythip-
righteoufnefs that he wrcught out for men,
They are very ufually diftinguithed by divines
into his altive and paflive obedience; and what-
ever imprcTricty the critic may {py in the term
paffive obedience—fince all cbedience carries in
it the idea of activity ;—and even in death,
CHRrisT was, in a fenfe, an agent—as he volyn-
tarily madc the offering for fin, and laid down
the life which none could take away by force;
yer the diftin&ion is not ufelefs.  For neither of

1 thefe
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thefe two parts could have been fufficient mattep
for a finner’s juftification, without the other:
not the aftive obedience alone, becaufe all that
would be required of the innocent—and if it
were found wrought out for the finner; ftill it
‘remains neceflary that the punifhment deferved

by his fins, be endured; before law, or juftice,
can confent to his enlargement.

Not the paflive obedience alone—that can
only fatisfy the threatening, and fo abfolve the
finner from his guilt, free him from his danger,
and place him where he was before he fell ; but
this 1s no part of that obedience to the precept
which was the condition of eternal life. Both
parts, therefore, were neceffary; for, to be juf-
tified, it is not enough not to be unjuft : it is re-
‘quifite we be found aétually juft too: nor thould
the ative and paffive parts of the righteoufnefs,
that is the matter of it, be feparated on this
queftion : the paflive fhould not be robbed of
the honor of meriting life—nor the aétive, of
the honor of fatisfying juftice. Both unite in
forming the one perfeét righteoufnefs of Curisr,
wrought out in the name of his redeemed : and
that one righteoufnefs, being abfolutely perfet,
18 plenary fatisfaltion to both parts of the law—
and being found truly pleadable by any man at
the bar of Gon, as his righteoufnefs, forms the
‘matter for which he ftands juftified there.*

THAT

* Auies, in his Marrow of Diwinity, lib. 1. cap. 23. p.
60R. fums up the judgment of orthodox divines, in words
. which, for fake of my Englith reader, I tranflate thus:

*¢ It is moft manifeft, that it is, by and on the account

of
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Tuat Curist did eternally poflefs, as Gop,
an effential righteoufnefs of nature which was
infinite, becaufe divine, is readily acknowledged:

Thot was indeed a pre-requilite, neceflary to

ualify nim for difcharging the oflice of a furety
2)1' fallen man. But it was not this—=but that
which he finithed in his ftate of humiliation ;
that is, the matter by which the finner is jufti-
fied : The one he poffefled for himfelf: The
other he wrought out for his people. Of thag
there can be no appropriation to any creature
This may be appropriated to all, in whofe room
it was vicarioufly performed. And fome ap-
propriation of it was neceffary for the purpofe
of juttification—otherwife it muft either juftify
all, or none, But in what way this is made, is
a queftion that deferves sur moft ferious atten-
tion ; and to anfwer 1t, will lead us to the

SixTH and laft enquiry on this head—namely,
that which refpects the formal caufe of juttifica-
tion. By this term, I mean only the manner in
which the material caufe is applied to the ufe of
juttifying finners: or how it becoines theirs, fo
as to be the dire& giound of Gob’s declaring
them right in the eye of his law.

THE beft dainties on the royal table cannot

pxcferv.e the fubjeét, who ncver taftes them, from
perifhing

of the fatisfalion of Curist alone, that we are abfol-
ved from the curfe of the law, accounted rightcous and
received into favor.”” He adds, that this was the do&rine
of CurysostoMm, BasiL, TuruDOrRET, AMBROSE,
AvcusTinEg, HirrarY, and all the old divines, both.

Latin and Greek.
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perithing by famine : Nor will all the riches; irs
the imperial treafury, releafe from prifon the
bankrupt who cannot call them his own. Juft
fo, it may be truly affirmed, that, however glo-
rious the righteoufnefs of CuRist was in itfelf,
or how infinite foever its merit in the view of
Jeuovan ; yet, had the divine plan provided no
way for its application to finners, it would have
been equally prefumptuous and unavailing for
any of them to have afked, or hoped for jufti-
fication on its account. The moft fovereign

remedy can never cure the patient to whom it
1s never applied.

In order to our juftification, it is no lefs nee
ceffary that the juftifying righteoufnefs be appli-
ed to us, than thatit have been wrought for us.
Until 1t is pleadable by us, it cannot avail for us.
It cannot be pleadable, in a court of law, as the
matter of our juftification, unlefs it can be made
to :Zpear to be legally ours. No part of it was
pe

rmed by ourfelves ; it cannot, therefore, be
admitted as a righteoufnefs inherentin us. It has

been noted that this was all wrought out and
finithed by CHrisT. Whatever alts compofe
it, then, muft all be confidered as aéts done onl

by him. Nor can they be thought the doings
of any other. The eye of omni. ence cannot
fail to fee every thing as it is. If the juftifica-
tion for which we contend, confifted only in
Gob’s th.nking thofe things to have heen atu-
ally don by us, which were performed by
CHRisT alone ; or thofe fins to have been com-
mitted bv him which we alone committed, we
might fafely affirm, that fuch juftification never

wii}
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will be granted to any finner. This would be

utative fin and righteoufnefs indeed ; being
ﬁoth fancifully fuppofed, where neither did really
belong : Nor could we complair of all the ridi-
cule of Bellarmine and his Popith abettors as flan-
der or injurious; if fuch abfurdities were really
woven into this dotrine. But it is quite foreign
to all this; and the language it fpeaks, directly
the reverfe. It confiders none as righteous who
are not fuch; and juftifies none, until they are
found fuch. Tt is true, it juftifies men by
the righteoufnef(s of the Saviour : but that is
becaufe it finds that righteoufnefs wrought for
them—offered to them as a gift—acecepted by
them, and fe made properly theirs,

Tuis depends upon fome things done without
us, and fome wrought within us. Under the for-
mer we confidered Gop’s giving his Son to us(a)
and us to him: (*5) this was abfolute and eter-
nal. 2. CHrisT’s working out a righteoufnefs
for us, and fo meriting our juftification and eter-
nal life. 3. Gobp’s accepting it as fufficient,
and 4. offering it to us in the gofpel : this was
indecd done in time ; but was all without us.

UNDER the latter head we reckon Gop’s {pirit
being fent down into our hearts by virtue of
CHRisT's purchafe—to regenerate us—to infufe
the habit of faith and draw it out to a&. 2. Our
aCtually believing, or accepting Curist the
offered gift,(¢) and Gop’s uniting us to him

by

(a) John iiiy 16. 1 Cor. i. 30, Ifa. liii. 1o0.
(%) Johnvi.39. &xli. 9, 11, 12, 19.  (¢) Johni. 11, 12,
AQs x. 43. Rom. 1. 17. & il 22. 25, 28, Gal. ii. 16. &
i 6,7,8,200 & vo 6, Phil, iil. g.
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by that means; and then having his righteouf,
" nefs, together with himfelf, n.ade over to us,
we are viewed as righteous in our righteous
Head : his righteoufnefs is impried to us, and
we are treated as entitled to it,

Tue form of juftification, then, ¥s tuts, 13-
rutaTioN. This word has been fuppeled to
be a metaphor, taken from a known practice
among merchants; who charge the debt of one
to the account of another, who has voluntar.'y.
become fponfor for the payment ; and difcharge
the principal upon receiving payment from the
furety.—From commerce, the idea has been
transferred to judicial tranfactions, and the deb-
tor is difcharged in open court, when legal proof
is made thar his obligations are fulfilled by his
proxy. And the fame principle has been ex-
tended to the moft folemn bufinefs of nations ¢
the hoftage who delivers himfelf in pledge for
the faith of his country, muft expet o fuffer
for her fault, when fhe has been found viola-
ting her engagements to an offended potentate :
the procedure, in all thefe cafes, is on the prin-
ciple of imputation : <hat principle is adopted
in {cripture ; and not a little otP divinity turns.
upon It,

ImpaTIENT Of this doltrine, the Papilts, in
the council of Trent, thundered cut their ana-
thema againft the word imputation, a..d all who
thould ufe it on the fubjeét. And {ome Pro-
teftants have carried their generofity to excefs,
in conceding that the term 1s not really feriptu-

ral.  None, we prefume, will contend agairlet
the
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the term, who are hearty friends to the idea which
it expreffes. And very poor indeed would be
his employment who would ftickic for a word,
againft thofe that agree with him in all parts of
the do&rine fignified by it. Yer as we have no
word fitter to exprefs the true nature of this doc-
¢rine, than the word imprtation ; it might be fuf-
rye@ed, that, giving up the tern, was only a pre-
'fud&: to & dire& renunciation of the notion of
juftification itfelf.

Famiriar enough to the crad writings are
both name and thing. Th: «iea s dewmd) s
wrought in all its principal couziriges.  Sone-
times we find it applied to fin, and {omenunts
to righteov{nz{s.(d) Zometimes 1t relates to a
man’s own attions ;(¢) and fometimes to thofe
of another, reckoned in law to his account.(f)
‘Of the former clafs was the famous deed of
Chineas-~and to the latter, belong the imputa-
..on of the firit fin of Adam to all his feed-—of
the iniquities of all the redeemed to the ivffer-
ing Surer: and of his righteoufnefs to all who are
juftified. Various indeed are the words ufed by
our tranflators of the Bible, to exprefs this idea:
reckon, repute, count, eff¢em, and the like, are
employed for this purpofe, as well as impute ¢
but as thefe are ali fynonimous terms ; fo it is
acknowledged. on all hands, that they are only
various tranflaiinns of one original word. That
word literally fi_ »ifying to impute : by whatever
other words it is roriered we may affirm, that,
wherever it is found, we find the obnoxious

term

(4) Pf. xxxii, 2. Rom. iv. 6. («) 2z Tim. iv. 16s
Rom. iv. 4. (f) 2 Cor . zt.
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Cerm Imputation s That it is, therefore, 2 fcrips
tural one. A6 careful seades of the Bible canfg
rioufly deny. The places to which the margin
refets you for a proof of this, are but a {mall
part of the texts which might & cited for that
end ¢ yet theie will fhew tins word ufed no lefs
than eleven times in one fingle chapter ;{ g) and
very frequently elfewhere.

In one of them the word {ELLOGET) impute,
is tranflated by—put that on my account. And
this is a plain expofition, or periphrafis of the
meaning of the term: as the pafiag= itfelf is

an

"y

{¢) Rom.iv. 3, 4, 5. 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 23, 23, 2¢3
as our opponents on this point have often been found a-
mong the learned, the Engliity reader will excufe a note
here taken from the original word in the Greek,

'T'wr compound verb kv1r.oceoo which the Latins ren-
der by rREOR, 1MPUTO, suppuTO; and the middie
verb roc1zom a1, which Paulus Tarnovius fuppofes fyno-
nymous with PSEPHIZ00, SUPPUTO, CONCLUBD ; both
are derived, through feveral intermediate derivatives, from
1. ELOG A, the preterite middle of the root LEGoo which
fignifes to /fpeak, to pate, to reafon: and from them
comes the noun ELLOGI15M03, 2 rechoning=—=the foot of anh
accompt-—or a charge on a book of accompts, &c¢. No
violence then can be fuppofed to be offered to the literal
fenfe of thefe words, when the one is rendered impure, and
the other imputation : and that this is the fenfe in which
1t is ufed in fcripture, will eafily appear to him that fhall
take the pains to confult& compare Philem. 18, Rom. v. 13,
Rom. viii, 18. 1 Peterv. 12. Rom.ii. 3. & ix. 8. & iii. 28.
1 Cor. iv. 1. z Cor. x. 11. Phil.iv. 8. 2 Cor. v. 19. and
i1, §. Mark x1. 31. & xv. 28. 2Tim. iv. 18. Heb. xi. 19.
&c. with the expofitions of Erafmus, Beza, Pareus, and
Va:l-ﬁzfu: on the places : and that the fcripture has not for-
ced the words into a fenfe foreign to that in which they
are ufed by the ancient Greek claflics, may be fufficiently
feen in Ariftophanes in Vefp. Ariftot. cecon. 2. Plutarch
in Czfare, Xenoph. Pzd. 2. and in many places of De-
mmofthenes & Thucydides, & even Homer hirafelf. 1. 22,
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an illuftration of the dotrine ; it is in the 17th,
18th and 1gth verfes of Paul’s epiftle to Phile-
mon--~¢ Receive him as myfelf.  If he hath
wronged thee, or owcth thee ought ; put that on
my account. I, Paul, have wiiiten 1t with my
own hand. Iwill repay it.”” Thus doth Criresy
commend the believer to his Father, This
clearly explains the idea of imputation. And,
now, that it may appear that this is the way in
which God juftifies the finner ; viz. by imputing
the furetythip-righieoufnefs of CurisT to him,
on his believing, let us candidly confider the
follcwing arguments :

1. JusTiricaTIioN 15 a judgment according
to truth ; becaufe it is pronnunced by a Judge
whofe knowledge is infallible and whofe veraci-
ty is infinitely above temptation. By what has
been offered, on the fird head, it appears that
the diret import of that fentence is, to declare
its fubject to be found righteous. It follows,
then, that the thing declared muft be ftrictly
true. |

2. THe righteoufnels on which this fentence
15 grounded, muft be found. belonging to the
fubject; for, otherwife, 1t could never be plead-
ed as the matter of his juftification. It muft,
therefore, be found, either inherent in him; as
fonicthing refulting from difpofitions and ats of
his own ; or imputed to him, as being the real
work of nnother; but reckoned to his account,
and pleadable in his behalf, as {ully, as if it had

been wrought by himielf in perfon,
K

THERE




( 74 )

THERE can be no third way, in which any
man can be found rifghtcous s fince che aéts of
another cannot be infufed into him.

Now, every thingin the chara&er of the finner
will prove he can have no inherent righteouf-
nefs to juftify him before Gopn. That which
does 1t, then, muft be imputed to him.

3. Truis righteoufnefs muft be judged to be
agrecable to the divine law : for we have feen
that tais is the ftandard by which the man 1: to
be tried ; and the promife of life, in the firft cove-
nant, was imade only to conformity to that ftand-
ard. This gconformity muft be perfe&t. The
ftandard itlelf is fuch. . Every defect, or degree
of non-corformity to it, is fin(h ).—The Judge
who perfectly approves the law, cannot avoid
difapproving, as perfeétly, every deviation from
that rule. %I‘ence it appears, that no righteouf-
nefs can juftify before him, but one, that is per-
fect(i). But none fuch can be found inherent,
either in finners or faints, in the prefent life.(£)
It remains, then, that if they are not juftified

by a righteouinefs imputed, they eannot be juf-
tified at all,

4. AGREEABLY to this remark 1s the current
language of divine revelation.  There, the
words put into the mouths of juftified perfons,
by the SpiriT of Gob, are, ¢ Not by works of
rightcoufnefs that we have done:” The great
Avoftlc could fay, if any man had whereof to

glory
YY) 1 Johnii. 4, 5. 17. (4) James ii. 10. Gal, iii. ic,
(+) Rom. iii. 10,
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glory, he had more: yet, on this fubjeé, he
ifclaims ali hope from any other quarter ; un-
lefs he can be fourd in CHRIsT, not having his
own rightweoufnefs, which is of the law, but the
righteoufnefs of another, as the matter of his
juftification ; even that which is through the
faith of Curist(/). Now, finners at this
day can be juftified only in the fame way as
were the finners in the days of the Apottle ;
fince it is the fame Gob that juftifies the cir-
cumcifion by faith, and the uncircumcifion
through faith(m). If thefe were juftified by
the righteoufnefs of another; fo muit thofe

be alfo.

IT has, however, been already proved, that
there is no other way in which the righteoufnefs
of another can become ours, unlefs by imputa-
tion. It muft therefore be granted that he wiio
is I{uﬁiﬁed by the righteouinefs of another, is.
juttified by an imputed one.

§. To this it may be added, that the perfons
on whom the blefling of juftification is confer-
red, are found to be in themfelves finners and
ungodly(z )—if ungcdly, then they are with-
out any righteoufneii inherent 1n them: when
they are juftified, they.are declared righteous :
this fentence muft, therefore, be founded on
the imputation. of another’s righteoufnefs to
them; for it could not be true in any other way.

6. Hewnce it is that the bible fo frequently
contrafts the righteouinefs which juftifies with
that

(/) Phil. i 9. (m) Rom. iii. 30, (») Rom. iv. 5.
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that which is inhcrent in ourfelves—the one 1§
perfeét—but the other is the reverfe; for no
man liveth and f{inneth not(4). This is with-
in us—-but that is without us—it is not infufed
into our natures—no. It is unto all and upon
all that believe:('c )—inherent righteoufnefs 1s
the aggregate of works of our own—but that

which juftifies us, 1s a righteoufnefs without
works(d). It muft therefore be derived from
the works of another reputed as ours : But this

15, in the fulleft fenfe, an imputed righteoufnefs.

7. To the fame purpofe we arc fo often re-
minded that, after juflification, men continue to
fin, as leng as they live.  If this is true, there
13 no righteoufnefs inherent in them, even when
they are become the fubjeéts of fanttifying
grace, that can ftand the teft of Gop’s law, or
afford matter for their juftification at his bar.
Can it then be imagined that they poffefled any
fuch rightcoulnefs, in their natural ftate, which
they have not attained 1n a {tate of grace; or
that a merit can be afcribed to them in their
worft condition, which could not truly be afirm-
éd of them, at then beft?

8. Ir no righteoufnefs were found belonging
to the believer, the fentence which acquits him
of guilt, and accepts him as righteous, would
not in faét be a juitification : it would be only a
force upon the law. It has therefore been argued
above, rhat a righteouinefs was found ours,
when this fentence was paffed  Butitis cer-
tain, that, if that of CHr1sT Was not, there was

nothing

(%) 1 Kings viil, 46, () Rom. iii, 22. (d) Rom. iv. 6.
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nothing elfe to conftitute a righteoufnefs for us,
'To be juftified for any other, then, would be
the fame as to be juftified without any : and this:
would be not to be juftified at all. |

9. AccorRDINGLY, the facred writings open-
ly ftate the righteoufnefs of Curist, as that for
which men are juftified('e )—their fins pardoned
—themfelves accepted—made the righteoufnefs
of Gob &c.(f)—and if this is a true ftate of
the cafe, that righteoufnefs muft be imputed to
them, fince we have feen that 1t could not be-
come theirs in any other way, |

1o. In confirmation of this conclufion, we
are affured that the cbedience of Curist makes
us righteous in the fame way as the difobedience
of Adam made us finners(g )—but that was by
imputation—therefore fo is this,—This idea I
have had opportunity to open and defend in this
place, on a former occafion ; and for that rea-
fon fhall not treat it particularly here.

11. In like manner we are taught, that, in
the fame way that CurisT was condemned for
our fins, we are juftified for his righteoufnefs.()
He who knew no fin of his own was made fin
for us—the Father imputed our-fins to him, or
placed them to his account, fo that he was held
re[ponfible for them—and hence Goo is faid to
have laid on him the iniquities of us all.—
Tuft fo, we who have no righteoufnefs of our

owIt

(¢) A&ts xiii. 39. (f) 2 Cor.v. 2t. (¢) Rom. v, 1g,
(4 2 Cor. v. a1,
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own, are made the righteoufnefs of Gop in
him; but our fins became his, only by im-
putation ; and, thereforc, his righteoufnefs is
made ours in no other way. T hat they did be-
come his, in a legal fenfe, is evident from the
fufferings which bruifed him, apd the death that
cut him off :—Thefe were appointed as the wa-
ges of fin : under a right moral government, they
could not beinfliéted on any but the guilty : They
fell, in all their weight, on Carist. Either he was
guilty, or not. If not, they were undeferved ;
and to infi& them was unjuft, But an adt of
injuftice could never be done by the hand of
the holy and righteous Jenovan—He it was
that bruifed our glorious Suretv.(i ) All he fuf-
fered then was juftly inflicted : if fo, 1t was al}
deferved. That he had not incurred it by any
demerit of his own, has been already proved
from the holinefs of his nature and the purity
of his life : reafon and fcripture, therefore, con-
cur in affuring us, that the MEessrau was not
cut cff tor himfelf—it muft then be for the fins
of others(#)—their fins muft be found to be his ;
otherwife he could not juftly fuffer for them :
they could not be his by inhefion—they muft
therefore become his by imputation only : for
this there was fufficient ground in his voluntary
fufception of them and engagement to anfwer
for them. This folves the juftice of Gob in
condemning and punifhing the innocent Savi-
our. But that juftice can be folved in juftify-
ing the guilty, only in the fame way as 1n con-
demning the innocent : this we have now feen,

can

(4) Ifa. liii. 10. (#) Dan. ix, 26. Rom. iv. 25.
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can only be done by the imputation of fin—and

therefore, that only by the imputation of righ-
teoufnefs.

Turs is a2 doftrine very adverfe to human
pride. It has therefore never wanted oppofition.
Againtt 1t, Papifts and Arminians—Sucinians and
Pelagians have united their efforts. It was,
however, the doftrine to which the church of
Gon, in the firft ages of chniftianity, did firmly
adhcre ; and with an open teftimony to it, in her
hand, fhe camé out from the Egyptian darknefs
of popery. That Gop juftifies believers, only
by imputing the righteoufnefs of CHRrIsT to
them, was the favorite theme of LuTuer(/) and
of CaLvinym) And, from the public confeffions
of faith, agreed on by the body of the churches
of the rc%)rmation, it appears, that, however
they differed from one another in fome other
matters; yet, in boldly maintaining this, they
all heartily combined.

THESE are; to this day, in the hands of the
prblic ; and accefs to them 1s eafy to all ; there-
fo.e, to avoid prolixity, we fhall wave the trou-

ble of long quotations from them, and only re

fer to a few places in the margin, where their fen-
timents on the fubject are folemnly declared.(#)
| In

(/) Vide Luther’s Comimentary on Galatians, p. 120,
~203, 407, &c. &c.

(m) Calvin’s Epiftles, paflim. Calvin’s Inftitutions,
P. 344—1357. lib. 3. cap. 11.

(r) The Bohemian Confeflion~-articles 2, 3, 6, 7. The
Argentinian, chap. 3. The Polijh and Lithuanian, art. 4.
7. 9. The Belzic, art, 20, 21, 22, 23. The Gallic, art,

’3'
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In all of them we find the fame doétrine which
the fathers taught :(¢) The fame, too, which was

held by the fynods and councils of greateft
fame, in the church, in every age.(p)

Tue candid hearer, it is hoped, will not ima-
gine this reference defigned to impofe the creeds
and confeflions of national churches, or the
judgments of fynods or Yathers upon any man,
as authorities decifive in matters of faith. No!
That honor is referved for the words of infpi-
ration alone. All beneath thefe, are liable to er-
ror: and it is unworthy of a Chriftian to pin
his faith on the fleeve of a fallible mortal, or a-
ny number of them. Inftead of pretending to
utter oracular dictates, wife men publith the'r
fentiments only to fhew to their brethren in wii2
fenfe they underftand matters of faich; withcu

any

13, 18, 19, 20, 22, HMelwéric, art. 11, 12, 13, 15. The
Englifp, art. 11, 20. The Scotch, art. 4, 8, 9, 12. Czen-
gerine, art. 10, The Augufan, art. 20. The Saxor, art. 4.
‘The Wirtembergie, art, 5. 'The Palatine, p. 8.

(¢) Ambrofe de Virgine, lib. 3. torn. 1. de prenitent.
lib. 2. cap. 8. de fuga cap. 7. Auguitine de tempore,
8erm. 68. De fpiritu et litera, tom 3. cap. 8. Decivitate
Dei, lib. 7. cap. 31. Jerome againt the Pelagians, lib. =,
Juftin Martyr in Tryphone. Bazil Homil. de humilitatc,
Cyril on John, lib. 4. cap. 1. lib. 9. cap. 78. Chryfof-
tom on Romans homil : g, 17. on 2 Corinth. homil 11,
Athanafius in paffione Salvator, & Epift. ad Galatas,
Hilary de Trinitate lib. 9, 10. Gregory Nyflen, on Canti-
cles, orat. 2. 'T'ertullian de baptifmo. v. 17. Irenzus lib.
4. cap. 37. Epiphanius in Anchorato ¢. 3. Cyprian’s k-
pilt. to Demetrianus. Bernard ferm. ad fratres. &c.

(p) From that at Carthage, A. D. 285, to that at
Dort, A. D. 161q, and cven to that at Cambridge in
New.Lngland A, D. 1648, and that at Philadclphia, A, I,

1787.
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any claim of authority to obtrude ther on other
men ; who have equal right with them to judge
for themfelves : Anditis only to exercife the fame
kind of clmuty to their fifter churches, that all
the churches, in a nation, have joined to pub-
lith confeffions of their faith—thefe quotations,
in this place, arc adduced, thercfore, to fhew that
the do&trine we mean to fupport, 1S not a no-
vel invention ; but a dotrine which the vifible

church, in ¢very land and age, believed to be
founded on the authority of fcrlpture.

SensisLe that this head has been carried te
a greater lengzrh than was expelted, we fhall dif-
roifs | it, with “the addition of this memorandum ;
that, in every place, where the imputation of
CHRIST’s nyhteouincfs has been affirmed to be
the form of the finner’s ;u{hﬁcatlon, 1t wWas in-
tended no lefs of his ative obedience, than of
his {ufferings.  Nor was this lels neceffary in
the mattcr than thefe : all muft be mmuted
which the law requires : and of this, altive obe-
dience to its precept was the principal part :—
sothing but a real righteoulnels can be accept-
ed here—and action is efpecially included in the
very idea of this : it was for {inners that Chrift
p&rfowmd his obedience, as well as endured his
n.te TS cternal life was promifed in that law,
Do o (u¥ering, but to doing—and we are ex-
pre s1y toid, that it is by the obedience of one
t?ut nny are made righteous.(a)

[¢ icis objected to this, that Chrift’s ative

obedtence was due from his human nature for
L itfelf s

(«) Komans v, 19.
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itfelf : to what has been already faid in repiy,
we would only add in this place, that, as Chnift
was under no obligation to put himfelf under
the law, or undertake a courfé of obedience to
it : {o, after he had undertaken 1t, obedience and
fuffering were equally his bufinefs : in both he
ated equally in his own right : as the humilia-
tion itfelf, to which he fubmitted, was on our
account ; fo weie all the fteps taken 1n it ; and
therefore his obedicnce ¢ to deny this, would,
indeed, reduce him to the rank of but half a
Saviour ; for we have feen that fuffering only
removes the guilt—Dbut entitles to no reward ¢
for that a pofitive obedience 1s ftill wanting :—

The man then, who is left without this, is not {a-
ved at all.

Suourp this do&rine feem to any to repré-
fent finners as holy and righteous as Chrift him-
felf, and therefore fit to become Saviours too ;
it might be obferved, that this objetion is not
a new one : 1t was urged by Bellarmine long
azo. Toobviate it, we need only refiet, that
1t has been already fhewn that it is not Chrift's
effential righteoufnefs, as he i1s Gob, which is
the matter on which we are juftified : that mat-
ter lies all in what he did and fuffered on earth,
in order to his fatisfying the law : now, if all
this was wrought for us, and we are accepted on
its account; 1t may fafely be allowed that it
will, as fully {et us free from the curfe—and as
really muke us accepted and righteous before
(Gop, as himfelf: yetiv will not follow that we,

e him, were Gop-man—or a holy thing born
—-nztarally above the law—and fubjeéled to 18
voluntarily.




( 23 )

voluntarily, not for ourfelves, but for others—
to give ~ righteoufnefs to them, and make themn

{ons of Gup.

Anp if it be objected, that the fcripture
teaches that we are juftified by fuith, and there-
fore not by imputed rightcoufnefs, the anfwer

will open our way to the

II1. Heap of the fubje&t: in which it was
propofed

To fbew in what fenfe jufification is faid to
be by faith.

THaAT this is affirmed in the text, we not caly.
acknowledge, but joyfully maintain. Noris it
the language of this text alone. Itisechoed by
})aﬁ'ages without number in the facred volume.
Jid time permit us to confult them feparately,
it 1s prefumed we fhould find nothing among
them all, fubverfive of the doétrine of the fore-

going head.

Faith, in the moft general fenic, is only be-
tieving a truth upon the credit of fome teftimony.
The knowledge it acquires, is diftinguithed from
that of experience, which is derived from the
fenfes ; as well as from {cience, which arifes from
reafoning or demonftration. And faith itfelf
receives the diftinét denominations of human
and divine, from the nature of the witnefs on
whofe teftimony it relies ; as that is either Gou
or man. In the bufinefs of religion, it is divine
faith char has the chief concern. Yet, even

that
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that is again diftinguithed into very different
kinds.—Thus we hear fometimes of an biffori-
¢cal, or fpeculative faith ; which confifts merely
in a rational affent to the truth of the fatts re-
ported, and dotrines taught in the word of Gop;
yielded in the fame manner as to any other cre-
dible hiftory. Sometimes we are told of the
faith of miracles ; that is, aftrong perfuafion of
the power and will of Gob to effet fomething
carneftly defired ; which, yet, is out of the line
of the ordinary powers of nature. Much has
been faid too concerning a zemperary faith, hke
that of the ftony-ground hearers; which, tho’
it refts not in mere {peculation, but animates
the affections, and produces fuch joys and de-
lights, in the matters of religion, as lead to a
condut fo fair and plaufible, that the fubject
appears, to himfelf and others, to be a chriftian
indeed : yet it endures not to the end : It vanifh-
eth like the morning dew. This fhews that 1t
had no real root in the heart. It thercfore inte-
refts the man in no fhare in the great falvation.

But, on the contrary, leaves him where he will
find Ms laft ftate worle than his firft,

Bevonp all thefe, the fcripture often infifts
on a faith that is connefted with juftification
and eternal life ; by which a convinced finner,
ftripped of all dependance on any righteoufrefs
of his own, gives fuch credit to the teftimony
which Gop has given in the gofpel concern-
ing his Son, and the plan of falvation through
him ; as is accompanied with a full confent of
heart to that plan—a free and deliberate choice
of Curist in all his offices—a refolute renun-

ciation
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ciation of every other hope—an unreferved de-
dication of the whole man to CHRrisT’s fervice
and difpofal, and a confident refting the whole

weight of all our falvation on his righteoufnefs
alone,

Tuis faith, too, is confidered diftinétly with
refpect to the act of believing itfelf—to the habit
from which that at flows, and to the objeét on
which it terminates.—Thus faith is {poken of, in
the firft fenfe, when it 1s commanded—-as have
faith in Gobp : believe alfo in me, &c.(4)—In
the fecond, when it is called ¢ a gift—a grace—
or like precious faith :”(c) Thefe, and fuch like
terms, are to be underftood of the habit of faith.

IN natural things, itis granted, that habits are
only a facility of performing aéts of a certain
kind, acquired by many repeated alts or exer-
cifes of that fort : In habits of this kind, no par-
ticular principle is neceifarily fuppofed to pre-
exift. But it is not fo in habits that are fpiritu-
al and fupernatural : Here the habit muft prec-
cede the act: The tree muft be made good,
before its fruit is fuch. (d) Habit, in this
fenfe, 1s an inherent, permanent quality, infu-
fed into the foul by the fpirit of Gov. It is
fometimes called a power, as it enables to its
refpective alts, and prevails over all oppofition
made to the performance of them: and fome-
times a principle, as being, 1n a fenfe, the fub-
ftratum, the ground, foundation, or {pring, from

which proceed all a&s of its own kind.(e)

It

(6) Mark xi. 22. John xiv. 1. () Eph. ii. 8.
z Peter 1. 1. (d) Matt. xii. 34. () Heb. v, 14,
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IT is from habit, in this view, that the ac:
of faith already mentioned muft iffve. 'We can
fee no good reafon to fuppole that taey are not
coeval 1n refpect to time : for to fay a man has
true faith, and yet is not a believer, would be
to {peak contradi€tions ; as really as if we fhould
{ay, the man had life and yet did not live. But
in the order of nature, the habit is firft infufed,
and then theact is exerted : The firft 1s the grace
itfelf—the laft is its exercife : This1s immanent,
that is tranfient :---The one is the will---the
other the actual volition : In the former, the foul
is paflive, as the vefle] that receives the water
poured into it: In the latter, the foul, excited
thereto by the Spirit of Gov, 1s itfelf altive »
for, as it may be faid that Curist did not be-
lieve for us, although he bought this grace, and
it is conveyed out of his fulnefs; in like manner
1t may- {afely be affirmed, that, although the holy
sPIRIT gives the ability for it, and even draws
the habit out to exercife; yet faith is not his act,

but ours.

THaT this faith is produced in us by the epe-~
ration of the spir1iT of Gob, is very plainly de-
clared in fcripture. That its ats are one of thofe
kinds of exercife for which men are qualified by
the vital principle of holinefs, created within
them in regeneration, 1s no lefs evident, This
principle is called the new man—as containing
all the parts of that moral image of Gop which
man loft in the fall, and which is reftored only
by a new creation. When this is beftowed, the
feed of all divine graces is fown in the heart at

once. But that which is firft brought to {pring
up
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Wp into exercife, is the faith whereof we fpeak ;
That no other grace can be acted before faith,
may be concluded ; becaufe, if they fhould, they
could not be pleafing or acceptable to Gob.(f)
But to fay that any gracious exercifes of regene-
ratc hearts are unacceptable and difpleafing to
their heavenly Father, would prompt the quefti-
on, what profit, then, is in their regeneration ¢
And yet it cannot be denied, that all fuch ex-
ercifes as have not faith implied or contained in
them, lack one thing neceffary to their plcafing

Gonb.

WraTEvER alts of finful men expeét aée
ceptance without faith, muft be confidered, in-
deed, rather as affrontive, than pleafing to the
Moft High. They do not fulfil the law; be-
caufe all the goodnefs in them is defe&ive in
the principle a¢ting—the end aimed at—the
manner of performance, and the imperfeétion
of the whole : and they do not comply with
the gofpel—bur, on the contrary, do, in fad,
light i great and chief command ; which
binds finners to comne to Carist thar they may
have life-—to recetve him, that they may become
the fons of Gov-—or 1o believe in him, that they
may find life throuzh his name.(g) No fuch
cxercifes, therefore, can be pleafing to Gop
and to claim his acceptance of them as they
ftand, rault afront his Majeflty 3 as all fuch
clains mnft carry an implication that it may be
hoped that Go» himfelf 15 not perfeltly holy
and juft, and {o can be pleafed with unrighte-

oufiefs ¢

() 1Teh. xi. 6. (g} lohnv, 4o, & is 12, & xx. 31,
1 John iii. 29,
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oufnefs : it attempts to fet a de the law as a
rule ; while it affeéts to reconcile the Lawgiver
himfelf to what is not conformed to it. Every
fuch attempt contains an atheiftical denial of
the Divine Omnifcience, in trying to impofe on
him a mere outfide for real holinefs—or of his
immutability and juftice, in prefuming to abate
his demands, as too rigorous and auftere.---
Nor do thefe claims lefs obvioufly tend to dif-
honour the gofpel than the law—afpiring at ac-
ceptance without faith, they flight the divine
plan and all the perfections of Gop that fhine
there, in the face of CurisT :—they aim to va-
cate the end of CHrist’s death(h )—trample
on his blood as fome common or unholy thing,
and do defpite to the Spirit of grace, in reject-
ing his teftimony—that, without that blood
fhed, there can be no remiffion of fins,(7) and
that it is only by faith that faints have accefs to
the grace wherein they ftand.(k)

HENnce it appears, that any repentance—
love—humility—refignation or hope, that can
be exercifed before faith, can avail nothing to-
wards fecuring juftification before Gob. Nor
can they have more efficacy in promoting the
work of fantification ; fince they are unable to
fupport the foul, in its progrefs in that work,
by native energy of their own; and cannot go
out of themfelves for that foreion aid, which it
is the bufinefs of faith alone to draw down from
heaven, and rely upon, in every ftep. They
could, therefore, have no real virtue or good-
nefs in them, unlefs mingled with faith in Chrift:

without

(k) HMa. liii, 5. (/) Heb. ix. 2z2. (&) Rom.v. 2.
-~
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without this, every one of them would degene-
rate from the appearance of a grace, into a palpa-
ble exercife of corruption. Without faith, any
fear of Gop which could be experienced, would
reprefent him as atyrant-—would urge the foul to
flee from him asfar as poffible, and fill it only with
the fpettres of hideous darknefs and deftructi-
on. Without faith, repentance would be de-
fpair, and anticipate the gnawings of the worm
that never dies—humility, without 1t, would be
mere dejection of mind—and 1:fignation, no
better than Stoical ftupidity--than the pride of
an heathen heroe--or the {ullen hardnefs of an
Indian favage :—Hope, without faith, would
be prefumption, and love itfelf, either forced or
feigned.

A~xD, as fuch exercifes of heart could not
contain any thing {piritually good in themfelves ¢
fo neither could they avail for happinefs to their
fubjects. Indeed, without faith, the beft religi -
ous education will finally but condemn—and
knowledge increafe the many ftripes :{/)—mc-
rality itfelf will feed our felf-righteous pride(s:)
—fhining gifts be but as {founding brafs—and
loud profeflions as tinkling cymbals. (#) If
faith is wanting, all our zeal is hypocrify—all
our joys fattitious, and all our comforts delu-
five. Where this grace is not, praifes would be
but empty compliment—the word of Gob it-
felf could not profit—and the fweeteft pron.:-
fes become a dead letter.(o) In a word, with-
out faith, ordinances would not avail us---our

M chriftion

{7) Luke xii. 47, 48. (m) Matr, xix. 2.,
(n) 1 Cor. xii1. 1. (o) Llch. iv. z.
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chriftian circumcifion would be turned to une
circumecilion(p)---and receiving the Holy Sup-
per, would be eating and drinking damnation to
ourlclves(g)---the Sabbaths of the L.orp would
be a wearinefs to us—the minifters of the gofpel
a favour of death unto death, and the death of
Curist to us would be worfe than in vain.(r)

Since, then, no other exercife could pleafe
Gon or profit us, without faith——we may fafely
infer that, in regenerate fouls, none precedes it.
In order to their partaking of that righteoufnefs
which has fulfilled all commands of the law, the
Holy Spirit leads therm, immediately on their re-
- generation, to that fai:h which complies with the
terins of acceptance offered in the calls of the

ofpel. On the fpiritual eye, formed in the new
girth, is inftantly poured the light of {piritual
illumination.  Thhis prefents Curist's perfon,
characters, and work, and the whole plan of fal-
vation, in fuch colours as the new tafte efteems
beautiful, fit and worthy of all acceptation s
and, hence, the whole heart falls in with it! cagera
ly it flies to this refuge, embraces the offered
Redeemer, and gives the heart away to him.

T'rus the foul is united to CHr1sT ; and be-
comes not only his {poufe, but even a member
of his body, of his fleth, and of his bones ;(/)
and being found united to him, it is immediate-
ly entitled to call his furetyfhip-righteoufnefs its
own; for Curist and that ever go together:
'{'0 this righteoufnefs it leans for acceptar.ce with

Gon

() Rom. ii. 23==29. (7) 1 Cor. xi. z29.

() “lali 1, 13, Amos viii. §. 2z Cor. ii. 16, Gal ii. 21,
(/) Eph. v. 30.
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€Gop the Father: he imputes it to the foul that

leads it; and, on its account, pronounces the
ﬁnten’cc of juftification in both its parts on the
believer,

BerweeN this faith, then, and juftification,
there is a certain and immediate connexion; a
connexion infallibleand indiffoluble; aconnexioa
founded in Gobn’s cternal purpofe, and the blood
of the Redeemer---a connexion publicly pro-
claimed in the gofpel—eftablifhed in the cove-
nant of grace---ratified by the immutable oath
of Gon that cannot lie---and experienced by
every believer{ince the beginningof the world.(#)
Hence it is that juftification by faith is a dotrine
fo frequently and fo fully taught in the gofpel.

NoRr can this be faid to be inconfiftent with
juftification by the imputed righteoufpefs of
Curist. It rather confirms it, For feith, in
tliis connexion, is ufed in that which was men-
tioned above as the third fenfe, into which fa-
ving faith has been ditinguithed. Namely, by
a metonymy very familiar to the facred books.(#)

In this figure the act is put for its objet—
faith thus ftands for the teftimony believed ; and
the aét of truft for the objedt in which that truit
is repofed : as that obje& is CurisT and his
righteouinefs ; or Curist performing that righ-
teoulnefs, hence this is called faith in an ob-
jetive fenfe; and, in that fenfe, faith is faid o

jJuilify ;

() John Hi. 16, 18, AQs xiii. 39. Heb. vi. 17.
(«) Phil.iv. 1. Cant, viil. 4. Rom, viil, 24, Tit, ii. 11,
Gen, xxxi. §3.
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juftify ; juft as buying the field may be faid to
make us rich, wher it is only the pearl of great
price depofited there, that enriches indeed: In
the fame metonymical fenfe faith is fometimes
faid to be imputed; becaufe its object, or the
righteoufnefs in which it trufts, is{o ; in this way

it is called our rightequinefs, as the eye is the
light of the body.

Tuis honor is peculiarly referved for faith,
not for any intrinfic worth of its own. No:
that 1s inconfiftent with our ftate as finners : all
the worth is only in the objeét which faith ap-
prehends. Nor can it juftify by its own virtue,
or innate efficacy ; this 1s done only by the vir-
tue of what it 1ecelves ; as the vi-tue that healed
the ftung Ifrazlite was not in his eye, but in
the brazen ferpent to which ir Jooked : Nor was
the power that ftopped the bloody iffue, in the
finger of the paticnt; but only in him whofe
garment fhe touched. Faith derives not this
connexion mercly from its being a qualification
wrought in us by the sririT; for that would
be to confound juftification with fanétification ;
which we have already hewn to be two bleflings
really diftin¢t in the nature of tinzs: nor yet
from its being an a&t performec Uv us, The
Arminians at the fvnod of Dort, contonded that
the words of the Apoflle in Roimn. wv. 3, s, 9,
wiich {pea~ of faith’s being counted for righte-
oufnefs, fully prove that, by the gofj.el-cevenant,
the act of believing is accepted inftead of that
perfe® obedience which was required by the
law.(w) But (o this the orthodox replied, that

the

(w) Romenidir, Conreffion, cap. 10 and 18,
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the fixth verfe declares the rightconfnefs, there
faid to be imputed, to be a rnighteoufnefs with-
out works ; and, therefore, it cannot confift in
faith, which is a work of ours:---Befides, that
the {ame chapter affures us, that the fame thing
which wasimputed to Abrabam for righteoufnefs,
fhall be alfo imputed to all that believe :(x) If
that was merely Abrabam’s aét of faith; then
Abrabam’s faith, not their own, muft aétually
be imputed to all other belw:vers---and be the
matter of their jultification before Gop. To
this it may be added, that, as faith is 2 duty re-

uired in the gofpel, our obligation to it is
gmnded in wmat eternal law, which hinds man to
obey whatever Gop, at any future time, fhall
command. In this light, it is not only a work
of ours, but a work of the law; and, if it is,
then it cannot be our juftifying righteoufnefs;
for the {cripture has again and agaia declared,
that, by the deeds of the law, no flefh living
fhall be wftified.(y) That, in this matter,
faith and works ftand widely diftinguithed ; as
does faith alfo, and that righteoufnefs by which
men are juftified.(z)

Frowm this diftin&tion it follows, that faith
does not juftify on account of any virtues or
works of obedience which flow from it---or
which might be, in any fenfe, {aid to be contain-
ed in it as their principle @ that true faith is a
working grace, is manifeft from the declaration,
ihat rhe fﬁith which is alone, producing ro good
works, is dead ; as well asfrom the examples of

18

() Ver. 22, 23, 24. () Ga’l.' il. 16. Rom, iii, 27, 28,
Eph.ii, &, 9. () Rom. 1. 17,
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its fruits, in the lives of all the believers record-
ed in fcripture :---Yet, it is no lefs manifeft,
that, in the matter of our juftification before
Gob, it may be faid to a&t alone, without the co-
operation of any work of the law, or of any
other grace of the gofpel : If this, however,
were not the cale ; ifg 1t were joined with other
virtues or fruits of obedience, and refpected
chiefly on their account, we could not properly
be faid to be juftified by faith; fince faith itfelf
is one thing, and the obedtence flowing {rom it,
quite another, |

Many found divines have objected to faith’s
being faid to juftify as a condition ; becaufe,
ftnctly fpeaking, nothing can ftand as the con-
dition of a man’s juftification, but an obedience
which is perfe&. As this was the only co: di-
tion required in the law ; the gofpel, inftead f
fubftituting another in the room of it, comes to
declare that conditian fulfilled by Curist, the
Surety, and to offer that f{atisfaétion o nur ac-
ceptance, which it affures us has been accepted
by Gop the Father : faith accordingly accepts
this, and thus makes it our own : Faith may be.
{afely confidered here as a conditio fine qua non :
as this application of CHRrIsT’s righteoufnefs is
not made to any until they believe; and hence
every believer is faid to be in a ftate of condem-
nation, and to have the wrath of Gop abiding
on him :(2)---but this is very different from
faith’s being the very righteoufnefs imputed---
or ftanding 1n the new covenant, inftead of the

perfect obedience required in the old.
Nog
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Nor does it feem accurate to fay, that faith
is the infirument of juftification ; it cannot pro-
perly be faid to be Gopo’s inftrument, or the
matter applicd--for that is nothing but the righ-
‘teoufnefs of CurisT : nor the mean of draw-
ing men to it, for that is the gofpel ¢ it cannot
be called the inftrument of our accepting that
righteoulnefs ; fince it 1s that very acceptance

itfelf ; and the at of feeing cannot be the inftrue
ment of feeing.

On the whole, faith is confidered, in the mac=
ter, rather as the mean, on our part, appointed
by fovereign grace, for accomplifhing our uni-
on to CHRIST ; or, as fome choofe to exprefs it,
the bond of that union, from which refults a
claim to. the righteoufnefs of Curist, as well
as to that imputation which reckons it ours.--=
Hence, although we are never faid to be jufti-
fied for faith ; we are very often faid to be jufti-
fied 4y 1t : that is, by it, only as it goes out for,
and appropriates that righteoufnefs which alone
can 1uftity ; this is the garment which CaRrisT
wrotsht tor us---faith puts it oa---but never
contribated the leaft help towards the making
of it. Convinced that the leat {inner needs
no lefs than this, faich fees that the greateft necds
no mortre ; that the infant of an hour cannot
be faved without it---and the finner an hundred
years oid cannot perifh, if he hasit: that 1t muft
colt all this to redeem one guilty foul--and to
rantom ten thoufand worlds, would coft no more.

Farra 1s alfo well affured that juftification 1s
ajtozether free ; yer does it not dieam itlelf to
be
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be thereby rendered needlefs :---A gift is never
thought the lefs free, becaufe there muft be a
receiving hand, as well as a giving one, em-
ployed in the a&t which makes it ours: efpeci-
ally if the giver provides the hand, as well as
the gift which it receives. Viewing the matter
in this light, faith comes to buy without money
and without price: far from pretending to do
what it cannot ; or to give what it has not got-
ten to itfelf, it is glad to come empty handed.
Regarding all pretences to juftification by our
own righteouinefs, as ftanding in oppofition to
that of Carist, faith abandons thefe as filthy
rags : and; in this view, counts our righteoufnefs
as worle, even than our unrighteoufnefs :---As
this only ftrikes at Gop’s law---but that alfo an-
nuls his grace: the one made us need the phy-
fician; but the other keeps us incurable by him.

REjEcTING, therefore, nay, detefting all
claims of favor on that account, faith goes out
from the finner himfelf ; and feeks and takes all
his righteoufnefs from another : it exerts the
whole difpofition of the new creature on this
blefled object. It is the eye by which that crea-
ture beholds CurisT,(2) and its lip to kifs the
Son and plead his righteoufnefs for acceptance
with the Father(4)---It is its ear to hear his
voice in the calls and promifes of the gofpel(c)
—its hand to receive, and its arms to embrace
him in the gracious offer.(#) Faith is its knee
to bow to him as King(¢)-—its tongue to fpeak
his praifes—its feet to rin in the paths of his

command-

(a) Johnvi. g40. (&) PLii. 12. (¢) John v, 235..
() Johni. 12. (¢e) Phil, ii. 10.




( 97 )
commandments—and its wings w fly away, at
laft, vo his armis. And, thus, ine believer is faid

to be juRtified by faith, juft as the hufbandman
lives by his plough~~ar the foldier by his fword.

For this office faith feems to be peculiarly
fitted ; not only becaufe it has, in fome refpeéts,
lefs.of the man’s own in it, than anv other of
hig ats :—but, efpecially, as it is i¢s very nature
to difclaim all merit in itfelf and in every other
a&, which he ever fhall perform: its conftant
aim is to afcribe all to free, fovereign grace—
to draw its all from that fource—~and never to
venture to draw near to Gop, unlefs leaning on
that righteoufnefs which he values more than
the fpotlefs.obedience of all his angels. It views
—confefles and treats all things, according to
truth ; Goo and his law it confiders as holy and
juft—and fin as infinitely evil. The finner it
views as void of all merit—and CHRIST as a
Saviour to the uttermoft. Renouncing all claim
to Gob’s acceptance, on account of {fuch things
as have no value in the eye of the law, faith
brings no vain oblations; Its claims, at once,
honor that law—obey the gofpel, and fulfil its
ends. It pleads only that righteoufnefs with
which Gob is well pleafed ; with which his juf-
tice is fatisfied, every divine attribute difplayed,
and the whole law magtified and made honor-
able.

Hence we fee the reafonat-lenefs of the fcrip-
ture dotrine, that we are juftified by faith alone :
that is, by faith, tr .. > equal exclufion of legal
works and evangelic .l graces, from having any

N fhare
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fhare with it in this matter.(/f) This is the.docs
trine that exalts free grace to the higheft—that
fecures the honor of our whole falvation to the
great Surety-—and lays the finner where it beft
becomes him to lie, low in the duft at his feet.
It cannot fail, then, of being a doétrine pleafing
to Gop, and dear to all who love him. To
affert it, was accounted the glory of Apoftles and
Prophets; and to receive it, the temper of all
who are built 6n their foundation; and whofe
hope regards Jesus CarisT himfelf as its chief
corner ftone : That Rock of ages, on which who-
ever builds, fhallfind that the gates of hell never -
can ‘prevail againft'him.

To fupport this doé&rine, the chief arguments -
of the Apoftle Pavt, in all his epiftles, bend
their principal force. Nor have we found any
thing, in all the facred writings, inconfiftent
with the view of ‘it here given. This laft affer-
tion does not mean to wink out of fight the
?)i.rited reafoning of the Apoftle James on this
ubjet :(g) nor his pointed declaration, that a
man is juftified by works and not by faith only.

TuaT there is nothing in all that paflage
which militates'againft the doétrine of his bro-
ther PavL, who had written beforé this facred
author, muft be granted by all who believe the
writings of them both to be the word of Gob.
Scripture cannot contradi¢t itfelf : for all truth
muft be confiftent. If the terms faith and juftify,
in this place, are to be underftood in the fame

{fenfe,

(f) Gal.ii, 16. and iii. 11. and v. 5. Rom. i. 17,
and . 2. (g) James ii. 14~26,
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fenfe, as in thofe of PavL, which treat on this
fubjed; it cannot be denied, that their fenten-
ces are flatly contradittory.to each other. It
follows, then, that one or other of thefe words
muft be underftood differently in the places
compared. If our opponents fay, the diverfity
mu lie in the word faith, which PauL ufes in
a figure, and JaMes in its literal fenfe; and if
we, on the other hand, fay, juftify is ufed by
PavL with reference tc the tri{mnal of heaven;
and by James, in relaticn to the judgment of
. our fellow men—that the former is treating of
the juftification of the finner’s perfon; whereas
the l]a_ttcr {peaks only of the proofs which evi-
dence the truth of his faith ; and, fo, juffy his
profeffion.of it in the eye of other chriftians, or
of the world. This difference of interpretati-
-ons will not invalve us in more difficulty than
our opponents ; while the dottrine which we
thereby learn is the dotrine of the whole Bible ;
whereas theirs appears deftitute of foundation,
or countenance in that volume. This apparent
difficulty, however, is among thofe which have
been raoft frequently handled by divines both
from the pulpit and the prefs; the topic of its
folution is, therefore, fo commonly underftood,
that to prefs it furtner, on this occafion, feems
unneceffary and ufelefs.

To pafs on, then, it muft be obvious to the
confidering mind, that, if faith's influence in
the juftification of finners before Gop has been
here ftated according to truth; it cannot be re-
duced to the rank of a mere evidence of their
title to that blefling. That true faith contains,

in
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in it, material proof of this, is.readily. granted.
But that it is more, muft follow from its; ftand-
ing alone, tn this article ; no other ~ice ar du-
ty being admited to fhart with i : out, in the
bufinefs of manifefting Gop’s love to.vs, and
proving that we are really juftified ; every other
grace ftands forth as well as faith; and anfwers
the fame purpofe always as fully as that :—and
fometimes with more clearnefs tao ; as it 1s by
their teftimony we cften obtain certainty of - the
real exiftence of faith itfelf,

Besipgs, if faith juftifies, .only as an evi-
dence, then a finner’s juftification muft ever bear
proportion tq the evidence of it which he re-
ceives : and hence it muft. follow, . that all the
juftified are not equally {o : yes, that.the fame
neliever is much more juftified at one time than
at another ; and fometimes not juftified at all :
as experience fhews that this evidence is in dif-
ferent degrees in different fubje@s; and, in the
{ame fubject, at different times,

‘To fave us from fuch abfurdisies, the fcrip-
tures affure us, that faith has more concern in
juftification, than that of a witpefs. It is that
by which we have accefs to the blefled ftare of
the juftified.(g) By it we receive both grace apd
righteoufnefs.(b) This was a gift defigned for
us from eternity, it is true; bug it was no more
conveyed to us then, than our beings; which
were decreed as early :(—This gift was offered
in the gofpel; but it was nat really ours, before
we received it @ and that reception was (,m}y. ll)]y

aitn.

(g) Rom. v. 2, () Rom. v. 13.




( 101 )

faich, Thewhole current of revelation will, there.
.fore, keep us in countenance, in what, we hope,
-is now fufficiently. proved, that faith is the ap-
.pointed mean of out urion with CHRIST ; and.
therefore, of our intereft in his righteoumefs,
and juftification. by its merit,

BuT this will conftrain us to advance another
-ftep, and conclude, that the juftification here
fpoken of, was not attually beftowed on any
finner from eternity. The contrary is indeed
fupported by Antinamians with all their might.
That feems to be their leading error, and fun-
damental of all the reft in their fcheme. It ori-
ginated in a miftaken idea of the nazure of that
act of Gop which juftifies. . Suppofing it an
. mmanent ack, it 1s not ftrange if they could not
diftinguith between it and the divine decree ; for
~we have already feen, it would, in that view,
. be no eafy matter to draw the line between it and
-the divine eflfence ; and then the eternity of the
,act was a natural confequence :---But, from the
palpable abfurdities with which this notion . is
Joaded, we haye already proved the juftifying
.act to be tranfient : and if it is, the foundation
_of: their whole theery muft fail.—Of juftification,
‘we have alfo obferved, pardon of fin to be an
_effential part: but this we have thewn, fuppofed
.the fin found to have been a@ually committed ;
fince, otherwife, there was no abje& on which
the pardoning act could take place: if fo, that act
could not be eternal ; for fin could not be, till the
finner exifted: Moreover, if {in muft be found be-
fore itis pardoned ; by a parity. of reafon, we may
o conclude,
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conclude, that finners muft exift before they are
juftified.---To impute Curist’s righteoufnefs ta
‘men before they exift, 1s to impute it to a mere
non-entity—that is, to a mere nothing:---But
10 impute it to nothing, is the fame thing as not
to impute it to any thing; which is, not to im-
pute it at all. Hence it follows, that, if men
were actually juftified from eternity ; they them-
felves muft have been coeternal exitents with
Gob : and, if coeternal, they muft be coefien-
‘tial with him; fince more eternal {fubftances, or
effences, than one, are clearly impoffible in the
nature of things.

"Tuat Gop did atually purpofe, from.eter-
nity, to beftow: this gift on all his ele, in time,
“the fcripture amply confirms: But defignation
“and pofleffion are different things. He alfo pur-
. pofed eternally to beftow exiftence on creatures:
“yet creatures did not actually exift fo early :—
- Gopn’s mere purpofe, gives being to nothing
“without his power. To blend thefe two things,
would involve us in endlefs confufions. As well
'might it be argued, that all-that fhall ever be
“born are atually brought forth already ; becaufe
their birth i1s already defigned: yes, and that
they are dead too: nay, that the laft judgment
is actually paft: all the elect already in heaven—
and all the reft really plunged into the burning
lake, fcr the fame reafons ! ! ,

BuT fcripture has offered no more ground for
fuch deliriw than has reafon itfelf. There we

find the juftification of men forefeen and fore-
told,
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told, ‘as a thing future;(i) which furely could -
not: be with rcgpcﬁ to a matter eternally paff.—
There juftification is ftated as poffersor to effec-
t\i'al"caijing; for whom Gob called, thern, and .
them only he juftified.(#) There faith is often
pointed out as abfolutely prerequifite to this—
and, hence, we are faid to be juftified by faith,
and tbrough faith ; but never defore 1t : There
this gift is exprefsly limited to all that believe.(/)
Some, who once.were in a ftate of condemna-
tion, are faid now to be juftified ;('m ) and others
are {aid to have believed that they might be juf-
tified.(#) There every unbeliever is reprefented
as in a ftate of condemnation—abiding in death
---lying in fin---a child of wrath which abideth
on him.("0 )---This is the charatter given them
‘in the word ; and the {pirit of Gop, in all their
legal conviétions, bears his teftimony, in their
confciences, that all this is true.

But what can be faid to thefe things, if the
fame perfons were actually juftified from eter-
nity ¢ Shall the abettors of that notion prefume
to charge the HovLy SeiriT of truth, as bear-
ing witnefs to a falfehood ? Or, will they rather
afiirm, that the fame perfon may be actually juf-
tified, and actually condemned—by the fame
Judge, at the fame time !—But, here let us ftop.
Enough has been faid to prove this principle

pregnant
(i) Gal. iii. 8. (%) Rom. viii. 3o0.
(/) Rom, iii. j3c. | (m) 1 Cor. vi. 11,
(n) Gal. ii. 16. (o) 1 John iii. 8. 14.

Gal, v. 21. Eph. ii. 1, 2, 3. John iii. 36.
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pregnant with abfurdities ; and to fhew that ac- .
tuaF juftification and faith are two things, which
the wife and immutable counfel of Gop has fo

ciofely joined together, that neither earth nor -
hell lhai)l ever be able to put them afunder.

Exp of SERMON SECOND.




SERMON III

ROMANS V. 1

THEREFORE BEING JUSTIFIED BY
FAITH WE HAVE PEACE WITH
GOD THROUGH OUR LORD
JESUS CHRIST.

N+t HREE previous queftions hav-
W ing been difcuffed relating to juf-
z:g T i‘z tification ; and fome anfwers re-
ey turned, in which it was intended
ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ to illuftrate its nature---its caufes,
and the influence of faith init;

our way is now laid open for confidering what
was propofed for the fubje& of the

IVth. Heap. Scil.

What connexion there is between it and peace
with Gob.

Prace 1s an amiicable agreement which ter-
munates a controverly between contending par-
ties. It {peaks a difpofition to concord on both
fides. Formality in making it, fuppofes an ante-

cedent
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cedent breach between the parties.  Solemnity
in 1ts proclamation, feems to imply that the pre-
vious controverfy had procecded to an open war.,
It declares, at the {fame time, that the caufe of
difpute is removed---paft wrongs redrefled, and
both parties fatisfied that hoftilities thould imme-
diately ceafe. Mutual acceptance of its terms,
when duly ratified, imports a ftipulation of fidel-
ity in the difcharge of the offices of friendfhip,

THe infinite goodnefs of Gop the Creator
affures us, that he produced no jarring parts,
among his works, to difturb the harimoity of the
whole. In the created vniverfe, as it came from
his forming hand, all was confiftency and order.
- Peace and concord reighed in all.

WHEN the Maker ftooped to become alfo the
ruler of his work, his creatures faw his goodnefs
was not lefs immutable than it was infinite. Like
the {un, in the centre of the fyftem, it fhines
with beams uniform and vnaltered. It keeps
its place unimoved, and fheds its rays on all
within its fphere. It never can be angry with
what pleafed it once.

But all goodiiefs is hoftile to evil : infinite
goouinefs is infinitely {o; and this antipathy is as
unchangeable as goodnefs itfeif ; for therein docs
its very eflence lie.

ArtuouGH the nature of the Creator was
unchangeable--that of creatures was not fo. To
maxe a creature naturally fuch, would be to make
him Gop. Mutable natures were capable of

CITOr :
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error : error eafily leads on to crime s this opens
into a mazy labyrinth, where the wanderer is
loft. Straying fram the fphere on which un-
changed goodnefs is ever fhedding down its
light, the {inner comes into the place which lies
dxre&ly under its frowns : juft as the place of our
dwelling, on this globe, is brought, by its di-
urnal revolution, fometimes into the path of the
{un’s rays---and fometimes into a {ituation which
excludes them; although the fun itfelf never
fhifts his place, and never ceafes to fhine on all
around within his fixed {phere.

IT may then be faid, that creatures, as fuch,
are pleafing and beloved to their Maker ; and
yet, as finning creatures, they are rejected and ab-
horred, withoutimplying any change in him. The
change lies wholly 1n themfelves : and fadly has
it taken place. Rebelling againft Gop, man
broke the peace : He took arms agamﬁ his right-
ful Sovercign.(a) He hung out the ﬂag of
defiance ; and déclared open war. He departed
into the empire of darknefs;(4) and, by the
enmity of his hearr, was {purred on to make his
oppolition to the Father of lights as lafting as

nis being.(¢)

Tur finner's diftance fiom Gob increafed
with his rebellion. His every paflion rofe to
forbid the thougshe of peace.

WLt it, then, be dithoror to the great Law-

aiver, to fay he was offended with his revolted
{ubjelt ?

(2) Ifa. 1. 2. (4) 1 Cor. ii. 14, 1 Thefl, v, 3.
Jude 13, (/) Rom, viii, -.
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fubject ?---Yes, that he was angry with him
every day ¢ Nay! It'is his glory to ftand in-
flexibly on the fide of his own law ; and to treat
the ingrate who has dared to trample on it, with
the indignation he deferves. Its precept was
armed with his authority : and his power muft
now arm his juftice for the execution’of its {anc-
tion.---Hence, the word of Gop has proclaim-
ed war againft finful man. ‘The bow of divine
wrath is bent againft him---the arrow of ven-
geance is on the ftring. All creation ftands ready,
at the Judge’s nod, to co-operate in the infliction
of the rebel’s doom. Clouds gather over his head
apace. Heaven frowns from above ; and the red
thunderbolt is on its way. Earth groans beneath
the load of the wicked cumberer of the ground.
Hell yawns to devour the guilty wretch. And
every element, and every infe¢t waits but for

commiffion to drive him down to merited de-
ftruction !

WHITHER, alas! can the condemned rebel
flee ? Darknefs cannot conceal the criminal.
Gop 1s every where. Unbounded f{pace can
open no afylum where his enemies can be pro-
teted.(d) Refiftance is vain. The arm of ven-
geance is alimiignty : (¢) Nor will juftice ever
relent before the threatened penalty 1s all inflict-
ed: and the two-edged Ramine {word of ven-
‘geance cannot return into its flicath, until juftice

ipcak the word, I ain fatisfied.

THERE 1s not, therefore, nor can there be,
any pcace from Gon to the wicked man, until
then :

(d) PL. cxxxix. =, B, Job vaxiv, 22.

(e) John ix. 4,
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then: Iniquity has feparated between him and
his Gop.(f) The wrath of the Moft High is
revealed from heaven againft him.(g) Every
divine attribute would oppofe a compofition
with him, without a fatisfaction. Could holinefs
confent to feem fo like him, as to admit him
to communion with Jerovan ?(b) Had not his
juftice awarded the punifhment due to fin ? and
‘can it fuffer its own fentence to be annulled in
favor of the offender ?(7) Did not eternal truth
pronounce that punifhment to be death? And
thall its verdiét be forgotten by the Judge ?
Would it not be, 1n effect, to deny himfclé if
Gob fhould patch up a compromife with finfu!
man, to the prejudiceof any of his perfections 2(k)

But blefs the Lorp, O my foul ! and all
ye angels of light refound his praife ! His wil-
dom defcried a way in which all thefe obftacles
could be removed with honor. He had anonly
Son. In him a Mediator might be found equal
to the tafic. This Day’s-Man did wifdom chufe.
And, glory to tae great Inmimanvern ! Moft
cheartully he undertook the Surety’s charge.
He pitied our ruin.(/) He ran to our relief.
Down to a woild involved in the curfe of Gon
he meekly defcended ; and there was made a
curfe for us.(iz)  Bound with the cords of his
own love, he wasled as a lamb ro the flaughter;
and the LorD, by his own content, laid on him
the iniquities of us all.(#) To the point of
the drawn fword of juftice he freely opened up

his

(F) Ma. lvii. 21, and lix. 2, (r) Rom. i. 18,
Deut, xxvii. 26. e) P12z, (i) Rom. 1. 3z,
G, o 3. 2y 1 Tim, i, (/; Pioxl 8§,

) 173.
(=) Gal. iii. 13. (=) Ifu. diii. 6.
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his mnnocent bofom. There did - the flaming
weapon enter. Deep was the ftroke? 1t.cut its
paffage through his heart. He funk ! He fell |
Hark ! As he falls, earth groans !—Sece while
he is giving up the ghoft, the heavens appear
in mourning-—the fun itfelf is clad 1n black!
The rocks are rending—the graves are opening,
and all creation trembling in convulfive throes!
IT 1s rinvisuED, cries the dying victim.(o)
Sheathed is the fword of juftice, in my vitals,
and quenched in my heart’s blood is its flame.
Father, forgive them ; and here let vengeance
take its will of me.——1It 1s voni, the Father
gracioufly replies=——I aAM WrLL PLEASED.
The finner’s debt is paid. Deiiver him from go-
ing down to the pit—for here I have found a

ranfom !(p)

Comz, then, mv fellow finners ; and with me
behold that heavenly viffage marrcd—thar love-
ly face mangled with woinds and ftreaming with
its own gore ! See that holy bofumn heaving in
agonics—that loving heart throbbing in death !
‘There was the purchafe of your peace. Angels
looked on aftonifhed : But when the veil was
~withdrawn ; and the end of the ILorp was {cen
—<Hark ! the accents of the extatic choirs—
glory to Gob in the higheft! on earth peace !
and good will to men!” Where, then, 1s our
gratitude !—and where our fenfibuity ! if we
can refrain from ftriking in with their fong, and
from ftriving to out-fing them in their higheft
ftrains !

HEere

(¢) John xix. 3o0. (p) Job xxxiii. z4. Ifa. xiii. 21,
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Here was the foundation of the finner's
peace moft firmly laid. Here the counfel of
peace, held in eternity, faw its plan moft glo- -
rioufly brought to effect.( ¢) Here the peacc-
offering was made: the price of peace paid down,
The refurrcétion which releafed the Surety from
the prifon of the grave, declared the fatisfaction
complete. The gofpel blows the filver trumpet
to call the attention of all nations to the procia-
mation of peace.----Of this peace it makes a
gracious offer ; upon terms worthy of Gob and
fit for men. Liften, ye defpairing finners, to the
reviving meffage ! Publifh it on the houfe-top,
ye heralds of the Pritice of Peace: It is the
(hll {fmall voice; the i.orp isin it.(r) “Ho!
every onc that thirfteth, come ye to the waters;
and he that hath no money, come, buy and eat
---wine and milk, without money and without
price !---Incline your ear, 2nd come unto me---
hear, and your foul fhall live ; and I will make
an everlalting covenant with you I( /) ook
unto me, and be ye faved, all ye ends of the
wm:h tor f am Goo ; and there i none elfe I(¢t)
Come unto me all ye that labor and are heav
hdcn, and I will give you reft.(#) Let him
that 1s athirft come ; and whofoever will, let him

e, and take of ‘the water of life freely (w)
ful hl m that cometh unto me I will in no Wlie
calt out.{#)” O ravithing founds ! O divine
Redeemer ! What fhall we render unto thee

for love fo wondertul ! For goodnefs and grace
thus

(7) Zech. vi. 13, Col. i, 20.  John xiv. 17,
lfa. lvu 19, 2 Cor. v. 18, 19, 20, 21.
(r) 1 Kings xix, 12 (/) Ha.lve 1=y
(¢) Ifa, xlv. zz. (« ) Mate, xi. 28,
(av) Rev. xxii, 1~, («) John vi. 3=,
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thus furpafing all underftanding---thus baffling
all praife ¢

- How npleated and joyful fhould we embrace
thefe {fweet propofals ! Can we yet find a plea
for refufing; after all this, to clofe with thefe
terms of peace ! What can excufe our once
more rejecting this bleeding, dying, loving
Saviour f---T¢ll it not in Gath---although the
Saviour and his purchafed henefits, together, are
a good of infinite value---although that good
is offered freely, as the gift of fovercign grace
---though we are perifhing through want of it,
and muft {urely fink to endlefs woe, if we be
found in death without it : yet, fuch is the en-
mity of our hearts againit Gon; fach the ob-
ftinacy of our unbelief---we refufe it all! Nor
¢an all the force of argument prevail with us to
accept tiie great {alvation; until our hearts are
created anew.

Wrar prailes, then, are due to the HoLry
Seirit! Vile as are thefe hearts of ours, he
has not difdained to take it for his part of the
faving work, to deal with them : yes, to enter
into them ; and there to work the whole good
pleafure of his goodnefs, and the work of faith
with power,

For the execution of this defign, he conde-
fcends, at the appointed time, by what mean he
pleafeth, to rouze the ftup:d conicience from its
guilty flumbers—to call up its attention, and
fx it on the great concerns of an eternity at
hand : To apprize the finner of his real czifff,

this
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this gracious Monitor lays before the awakened
confcience, Gobp’s holy law. Viewed in all its
{pirituality and perfetion, it fhews the line of
duty which Gobp required man to follow ; and,
by that means, points to thofe things in heart
and life, where tranfgreflion lies. 'Thus it
holds up to the finner’s eyes, amirror, in which
his own face may be truly feen. Convinced of the
fins of practice, the man is taken by the hand, and
led through the labyrinths of the deceitful heart.
Aftonifhed with difcoveries of depths of wick-
ednefs withiny hitherto unknown, he proceeds
in the fearch—trembling as he goes : while eve--
ry ftep detets fome new abomination, greater
than any he had feen before. Painfully his eyes
are fixed on this ungrateful picture of himfelf,
“when Sinai’s thunder ftrikes his ear. Hark !
the folemn; dreadful found : Curfed is every one
that continges not in all things written in the book
of the law to do them! 'To me-~to me, that
curfe belongs—the frightened foul replies, on
my devoted head this threatened vengeance falls !
Nor falls it unjuftly—Never was doom more
fully deferved.—My heart—my life —my eve-
ry day is full of evidence that all this is juftly
imine. How ? Where? To whom fhall I flee ?
What thall T do ? But why talk 1 of doing ;
when I am undone ! Nor power, nor will for
aoing any good, remains in me. I cannot lift
a wilh—nor raife an eye—nor take a ftep; un-
Jefs in fuch a way as deferves a new deftru&icn |
Angels and men are alike unable to deliver mne.
The whole creation difclaims the [Powcr of hold-
Ing me, another moment, from finking into the
regions of endlefs ho;)ror, and abfolute defgair.
ut
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But here the celeftial Dove begins to wave
the olive-branch. IL.ight breaks into the be-
nighted prifoner. A ray of hope is darted into
his gloomy dungeon. The Holy Spirit unfeals
the volume of gofpel-grace; and there unfolds
the glorious plan, which heaven had concerted,
before the world began, for the recovery of man
forefeen as fallen.  Struck with furprife at the
unexpeted news, the fainting foul revives :---
filled with aftonifhment at the wonders of the
contrivance—ifhe traces out the footfteps of wif-
dom and of love, in every part. Arrefted,
more efpecially, with the heroic deed of the
Redeemer—fhe paules——Fixed in the con-
templation of the glories of his perfon—his of-
fices=his obedience, and cruel death—and, at
laft, cries out, well might his name be called
woNDERTUL : all wonders meet and dwell in
him. Here I fee an helper able to fave to the
uttermoft. Enough is fuffered—enough is done :
Here 1s a remedy exaétly fitted to my defperate
cafe ; and one fufficient for ten thoufand worlds!

Now dees the evil of unbelief begin to 2p-
pear : the evafions and excufes of the reluétant
heart are now felt to be as wicked as they are
unrealonable. The falvation offered, contains
enough to remove every poflible objection againtt
cur quitting every other hold, and clofing with
its terms.  Why, then, O why fhould finners
till obje&~—1till fcruple to venture their all up-
on it; and ftill halt between two opinions ?----
Bv various ways, unfpeakable to me, the Holy
Spirit carries on the fiege he had laid to the
heart : Now exciting fome eager longings after

CHRIST,
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CurisT, and then affording a dawn of hope.
Sometimes ftriking a deeper wound—and fome-
times. pointing to the balm of Gilead to heal it.

AT length, in fome unknown. moment, he
puts on that power which cannot be refifted :
and, as he liftesh, breathes into the dead finner
the breath of life, and he becomes a living
foul. The gofpel-net immediately inclofes the
new-born creature, and the cords of love com-
pel him to come in. The ftruggle ends. All
objetions. are filenced----obftacles vanifh, as
clouds before the rifing fun. Refiftance ceaf-
es. The doors of the heart are opened----the
keys are delivered up to the conqueror; and
the foul falls willingly into the Saviour’s hands »
freely fubmits to his authority ; refigns up its
all to his difpofal ; embraces him in all his fav-
ing offices, and chearfully devotes itfelf to his
fervice.

THe great work is now done: the spirrr,
having brought the foul to faith in Carisr,
does himfelf form the vital union between it
and him; and as the fame fpirit that was in
CHRrisT without meafure : he now takes up his
dwelling in; the believer’s heart. Thus the life
of the great Head is transfufed through all the
members ; and the fame mind is in them that
was alfo in him.

Ox~ this union is founded their title to his
communicable riches : On it alfo depended his
gbligation to difcharge their debts. It is found
that he has attually difcharged them; and this

payment being now reckoned, by his Father, to
the
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the credit of their account—in virtue of it they
are releafed from guilt and wrath : they are pre-
fented to JEHOVAH in their Surety’s righteouf-
nefs; and therefore accepted as right in the view
of hislaw. And now the ftorm is over ; The win-
ter 1s paft. The clouds are {cattered ; and the
thunder-bolts laid by. Gob is thus reconciled
to the believing finner. Peace is proclaimed
in heaven; and, in the gofpel, Gop confums
1t by an oath : ¢ This is as the waters of Noah
unto me ; for as I have {fworn that thefe waters
fhould no more overflow the earth; {fo have [
fwarn that I would no more be wroth with thee.™

THus Gon, in juftification, declares himfelf
reconciled, and at peace with the finner. Thus,
at the fame time, dn that act by which fanétifi-
cation is begun; the Hory SpiriT fubdues our
enmity and reconciles our hearts to Gop. This
1s the reconciliation of beth the contending
parties ; and that was neceffary to a folid peace.
And that it is really effected in this cafe, we fee
from its confequences : For, on the one hand,
Gob has laid afide the remembrance of the man’s
offences, and received him into a covenant of
friendfhip ; the gates of his palace are open to
him; and free accefs to the royal prefence i3
granted him at all times. And on the other,
the renewed and believing heart is really at peace
with Gop in CurisT. It loves him fupremely
in every character, word and work. Its cordial
approbation of all things found in himfelf, pro-
duces real complacency in every thing on which
he has been pleafed to {tamp his image; and,
therefore, the heart delights both in the name

and
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and day of the Lorp, With every part of his.
worfhip, his ordinances and his providences:

yes, éven with his very rod the {oul is reconciled
and at peace,

Hewer war is inftantly proclaimed againft
fin, as his avowed enemy :—The coat of mail
is buckled on, which the Captain of falvation
has procured for all who inlift under his banner.
Sincerely intent on pleafing Gob in all things—
the reconciled foul loves what he loves, and
hates what he hates : It labors for growing con-
formity to him in all things ; and honeftly aims,
with a fingle eye, at his glory in every ftep it
takes. Accordingly, its meaneft duties are ac-

cepted with Gon, on the fame footing as the
foul itlelf.(a)

THis peace is real, as foon as we believe :
and, founded on that covenant, which is ever-
lafting—well ordered in all things, and fure,
it {s perpetual, and can never end: for faithful
1s he that hath fpoken the gracious word—the
mountains fhall depart, and the hills be remov-
ed ; but my Kindnefs thall not depart from thee;

neither fhall the covenant of my peace be re-
moved.(5)

BuT it is not always immediately known to
its happy fubjet. Hence real believers are of-
ten heard complaining, that they walk in dark-
nefs and have no light—that they go mourning
all the day—and that the Comforter, who thould

relieve

(a) z Cor. viii. 12. Eph.i. 6. (6) Ifa. liv. 10
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relieve their fouls, is far from them.(¢) Hence
they doubt their intereft in redeeming love—
dread the hour of death ; and, through that fear,
are fubje&t to bondage :('d) afraid to profefs the
religion of CiirisT—and dare not venture to
its fealing ordinances. And, hence, alfo, the
fame free and fovereign grace which has provi-
ded the great falvation for them, has engaged
the Holy Spirit to witnefs to them their cove-
nant-title to its benefits=—and at the feafons
when he fees it moft expedient—he comes and
bears his witnefs with our fpirits, that we are
the fons of Gobp.(¢)

ENLIGHTENED to difcern the importance of
Gob’s favor, the confciences of believers cannot
reft, without fome evidence of intereft in it:
for this the fincere heart is daily engaged in
felf-examination :—fearching the fcriptures, it
gerccives the fweet promifec :-orded there, to

e adapted to fupply its every want(f)—it fees
the tempers and exercifes of heart defcribed, to
which thefe promifes refpetively were made :
then, looking inward upon its own motions and
affetions towards the objects there reprefented ;
refle®ing back on exercifes paft, which it never
could forget ; and finding, on the comparifon,
that they fairly correfpond with thofe which the
oracles of truth have declared entitled to the
promifes ; it draws the conclufion that its peace

with heaven is fecured.(g)
THIS

() Ifa, 1. 10. Pfalm xxxviii. 6. Lament. i. 16.
(4) Heb. ii. 15.
(¢) Rom. viii. 15. 15. (f) 2 Pet. i 4.
(g) 2 Pet. 3. 10. 2 Cor, xiii. 5.
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THis verdict of our own hearts, will not fufe
fice, however, to give us reft in every cafe: it
muft be ratitied by the fuperior evidence of the
HoLy SeiriT :—and, in giving it, that bleffed
Agent fhines firft on the word, to bring its fenfe,
as well 2s certainty, full into view :(g) fecondly
on his work already wrought within us—to
thew its nature, and prove it all his own :(&)
and thirdly, on our faith to enable us with affu-
rance to draw the comfortable conclufion that
the beloved is ours, and we are his. This ena-
bles the man to argue—*¢ He that believeth
fhall be faved---but I believe—and therefore
falvation is furely mine. He that hungers and
thirfts after CurisT and his righteoufnefs, thall
be filled—that is my own exercife—therefore
my final fatisfation is fure.(?)

SweeT 1s the compofure which enfues.—
The peace of Gop was real before.—But now
it is feit and tafted and cannot be denied. Se-
cure againft all future harm, the believer now
may fing the requiem, return into thy reft, O
iy foul, for the Lorp hath dealt bountifully
with thee. The Lorp is my falvation, whom
fhall T fear? The Lorp is my ftrength, of
~ whom fhall I be afraid (&)

HappriLy brought to feel his peace with
Gop, the believer is at peace with all innocent
vreatures. Secured againft all real harm, heis

not

(g) John xiv. 26, [.ukexxiv.e 4;.  Pf xxv. 14,
‘h) P xc. 16, Eph. 1. 13, 2 Cor. i. 22 Eph iv. 0.
(/) 1 Johnv. 13. John xx. 31, Mark xvi. 16. Matt. v, 6,

\

(43 Pf cxvi, 7, and xxxvii. 1.
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not afraid of evil tidings—he dreads nor the pef-
tilence that walketh 1n darknefs, nor the de-
ftrultion which waftes at noon :(/} To his re-
al hurt the fun fhall not {mite him by day—nor
the blafting damp by night. He is in league
with the beafts of the field.(m) Yes, affured
that all things thall work together for his geod,
he can poflefs himfelf in fweet tranquility, tho’
clouds and darknefs are gathered all around—
although the fig-tree ﬁmﬁ not bloffom and there
is no fruit in the vine—though the Iabor of the
olive fhall fail—and the fields fhould yield no
meat—though the flocks thould be cut off from.
the fold and there be no herd in the ftalls, yet
he can rejoice in the LLorD as his Gop ; he can
joy in the Gop of his falvation.(s) Yes, he
will not fink into flavith fear when the awful
day cometh wherein the earth itfelf is removed,
and the mountains carzied into the midft of the
fea: death itfelf fhall but confirm this peace—=
and the laft judgment fublimate it into joysiin.
mortal and full of glory.{0) |

It is true, the moft favored fubjeéts of this
happy privilege will find, that, fo llong as they
fojouri here below, trials and affliétions abide
them. Yet, even in this vale of tears, their
leaft comforts are better than the riches of ma-
ny wicked ;(p) it comes to them in the channel
of redeeming love, has in it the tafte of Gop’s
covenant-favor—and contains the nature of
an earncft of eternal blifs: Nay, their every

trouble

(/) Pf. cxii. 7. & xci. 6. (m) Pf. exxi. 6. Job v. 23,
(») Hab. iii. 17, 18. Rom. viii. 28.
(o) Pf. xlvi. 1, 3, 3, and xxiiis 4. (p) Pf. xxxvii, 16.
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rrouble works their gnod :=—whilz it humbles
them in the duft, and wsans their hearts from
the thadows of time; it e cites cheir fuith, and
refignation, and helps to tiitou cheir =ligs for
the flight, to that biefied lwing where et is
ever tc be found,

It muft, however, be remenwered {ti!l, that,
though tiie believer’s peace with Gobp is a blef-
fing never to be withdrawn ; y=t the fwect fenfe
of it may be interrupted. It often is. The
Sun of righteoufnefs does not always fhine upon
them. Their beloved has withdrawn himfelf
and is - ine.(m) They are kept ata cold and
awful diftance-—without fenfible accefs to his
prefence—~without wonted confolations from his
love—he frowns on their very attempts to ferve
him: he [tems to be writing bitter things
againft them : in their diftrefles, he feems like a
ftranger—~under fore temptations he ftands aloof
—as if he czred not for them—-and they are
ready fometimi~s to cry out, that his mercy is
clean gone—anc .2 will remember his loving
kindnefs no more.(#)

Nor does this mournful cafe become the ex-
perience of any believer, wirthout a good rea-
lon :—this gives opport :nity to grace, it is true,
to difplay its fovereignty in giving and with-
holding favors at its pleafurc—and its power
too, in preferving the poor mourner in the deeps
—and not fuffering him to perith, when the
weeds were wrapped about his head : it will al-
{o naturally enhance the delight taken in the re-

Q_ turning

(nj Cant. v, 6. (n) Job xiii, 26. P, Ixxvii. 8.
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turning light of Gob’s countenance. But oné
thing 1s efpecially an end in view in ali Gop’s
dedlings of this kind ; that is, to teach us the
difference between {piritual peace and carnal fe-
curity—to fhew that 1+ cannot be maintained
without holinefs—and L that would eujoy fo
great a favor, muft feek it by ways that pleafe
the Lorp. The coxforter 1s the {pirit of ho-
linefs. e will not fraile on fine=if his chil-
dren go aftray—he will make them tafte how
bitter a thing it 1s to depart from the Loxrp
their Gob :—if their hearts grow cold, and
their devotions dead and formal—he hides his
face and they are troubled.(0)

T 1 man that has ever tafted the fweets of this
peace, and felt the woes of their fufpenfion ; will
prize the privilege highly, and labor to preferve it
cartfully---hence he will watch his heart---and
fcan His own conduct with critical exaltnefs :
will repent quickly of every caufe of Gop’s
difpleafure : will daily flee to his ancient re-
fuge, by renewed acts of faith ;---and pray
without cealing ;---refolving in the mean time,
to follow the L.ams, though he lead him out
in a dark way, which he cannot underftand.(p)
And he who thus waits on the Lorp fhall] re-
new his ftrength. His own experience fhall
convince him, that, though darknefs and forrow
may endure for a night; yet, in the morning,
fhall joy arife :---for light is fown for the righ-
tcous, and gladnefs for the upright in heart :(¢)

and, however checquered the lot of faints may
be

5 ler il 19, PLoxxx. 7. (#) Rev. xiv. 4.
(/1) Pf, xcvil. 11,
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be, while here below, how thigk foever their
way may be found hedged up with thorns ; yet
it will remain an eternal truth that their path is
like the morning-light, which thineth more and

more unto the perfect day.(7)

But here the time conftrains me. to ftop.
The doftrine advanced being thus far opened
and confirmed—the way is now clear for {fome

IMPROVEMENT,

IT muft, I think, be confefled that the im-
portant theme, offered in our text, is fruitful of
as much matter of improvement as any other
in the BrrLe., But the neceffary length of the
feveral heads into which it has been divided,
will reftrain me from touching the greateft part
of what might naturally be fuggefted here—and
will compel me only to touch as lightly as I
can, that which cannot be wholly omitted.

AMip the refleftions which naturally offer
themf{clves here, the infeparable connexion be-
tween juftification and fanéification deferves,
in the firflt place, our particular attention,—
That they are diftinét parts of falvation, has been
{ufficiently evinced. But it is neverthelefs a.
truth, that neither can be found, where both are
not. Sanctification is glory begun. And fcrip-
ture atfirms, that whomtoever Gop has juftified,
them he has alfo glorified. Juftification is im-
mediately annexed to faith, Faith is the act of
the new heart: In the creation of that heart,

| fanification

() Prov.iv, 18,
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fanctification is begun: To expeét the enjoy-
ment of Gob’s favor, then, without fanétifica-
tion, is, not only to contradict the feripuus,
which affirms, that, without holinefs, nc man
fhall fee the Lorp ; but it is an expeéiation
contradi¢tory to itfelf ; as much as if we lock-
ed to poflefs the whole of any objeét, and yet
never tc obtain fome of its efiential parts : Or,
as if we expected to be faved, without falvation
—or by mere purchale, without the application,

Reriection 2,  The doctrine of grace,
then, can never lead to any licentioufnefs—for,
although juftification finds men ungodly, it ne-
- ver leaves them fuch—it makes them /ons, and
{o fecures to themn the indwelling of the fpirit
of adoption, which will {furely make them farntss.
If faith be a/une in the moment of juftification,
it remains &/ove no longer : the juft man lives
by it: it works by love, and fo inclines te keep
all Gop’s commandments : It purifies the heart

—and hates, and flees from fin, more than hell
itfelf, ) ' o

Rrrrection 3. How ineftimable, then, is
that price which peid for this unfpeakable ben-
efit ! The blood of the Lamb! O my foul,
here was enough to pay all thy debts; and to
procure a fund of every good, fufficient to live
on to all eternity ! And, it {o, how certain muft
be his abfolute divinity ! He could offer nothin
of his own, greater than himfelf. If himfelf,
then, were lefs than a being infinite in dignity s
Ris oblation could not have been fufficient to

fatisly
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fatisfy infinite juftice ; and much lefs to purchafly
additional bleffings, boundlefs in their value,

Anp how tranfcendent was that love which
beftowed the glorious inheritance---the price
which purchafed it! yes, and the Purchafer
himfelf ! And all this on creatures fo unworthy
as we! QOn creatures fo unable to qualify them-
felves for the favor---fo unwilling to receive it ;
and fo incapable of being willing, unlefs made
fo in a day of Gob’s power! O the height---
the depth---the length---the breadth of this
matchlefs love! It paffeth all underftanding!

RerLecTION 4. Vain are the fancies of fuch
as go about to fet finners to work their own
way to life; and point to certain doings, or en-
deavours of their own, by which to obtain that
willingnefs to receive Curist by faith ; which
can only be produced in them by the infinite

ower of the HoLy GHosT. Equally fruitlefs
will be the efforts of all fuch, as, being con-
vinced of their loft eftate, as finners, dead in
trefpaffes and fins; labor for a holy, penitent,
loving and obedient heart, before they dare ven-
ture to come to Curist for life. This is no
lefs ftrange than for the {ick to make themfelves
whole, before they go to the phyfician for their

cure ; or the dead to try hard to live, before
they are made alive.

KkerLecTroN 5. How impofible is. juftifi-
eation, without faith. Although no man is juf-
tified for it, yet we have feen that none'is, nor
can be, actually fo beforeits.  Until we believe,

we
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we are no better than children of wrath---con-
demned already---and the wrath of Gop abi-
deth on us. Not one of our fins has ever yet
been pardoned.---Not one of our offerings has
ever been accepted :- --The curfe of the offend-
ed Lawgiver is at our doar, and there is but a
ftep between us and hell ! ~

Rerrection 6, How carefully then thould
we guard againft a falfe fiith : whether it lie in
a bare hiftorical belief of truth revealed ; or the
hafty affurance that Carist has died for us in
particular. The firfl is all the faith of the fecure :
and what woefu! cafe is his who has no other faith
~ than this bare belicf ! However eafy he may fwim
down the tide of the times; he will iurely be
caft away at laft ! All his faith will fail him,
without fecuring him one promife, or affording
one gleam of light, to help him through the
dark valley.

YEea, it will enhance his future condemnati-
oir: every truth he has.affented to, fs matter of
his final confufion! Thou believeft, O man,
that there is one Gop ! why then haft thou not
loved him, and devoted thyfelf to his fervice ?
‘Thou believeft that Jesus has brought in a full
falvation; why, then, doft thou nct accept it?
Will it not be more tolerable for the nations
bound up in ignorance incurable, than for fuch
as you, who hold the truth in unrighteoufnefs ?
Ye cannot plead as they, <1 never heard of
thefe things : or, at leaft never faw reafon to
think them true.” Out of thine own mouth,

fhalt thou be condemned. Of all mankind, thou
wilg
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wilt have leaft excufe! Thy fins are againft
light. Thy indifference to religion, is kept up
in full view of its truths. O Capernaum!
What can be pleaded for thee, when the world
fhall behold thee fink down to hell ? Better ne-
ver to have known the truth, than thus to treat
it with haughty contempt.

But againft whom do I exclaim? Is there
caufe of all this lamentation here ? O, firs, what
would I not give to have any reafon to think
that this is not all the faith, all the religion, of
the greateft part that now hear me!

AwmipsT all your advantages, knowledge, and
profeflions, if the great Judge were now to
come, where would he find any faith better than
this ? Surely not among them who make light
of religion; who mind it not at all; or only
by the by; whofe hearts are unaffeCted with
1t : whofe main purfuits are the world, and the
flefh ; no! The walls of their houfes are as ho-
ly as their hearts.

O TtHaT fuch fouls would awake! fee their
cafe, and flee to CHRr1sT now, ere it be too late !

Waart fhall we fay, then, to thofe that have
not even arrived thus far ? Inftead of affent to
the plaineft truths, fome take a pride in being
thought objectors ?---They will not take pains
to examine ; but fparc no pains to evade the
force of conviction---and to refute, or at leaft
bring into difrepute, every diftinguithing doc-
trine in the Gofpel.---Thefe men feed on a re-

paft,
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paft, peculiar to themfclves. Their toil is all
to make their own bonds and fetters ftrong!
Go on, ye profane; laugh, ye enemies of the
crofs of Curist: Buty; know, this fhall ye have
at his hand, ere long, ve fhall lie dewn in for-
row! Yet, oh, that {fuch would but paufe and
look forward a little! Is it your intereft, my
dear friends, to be deceived ! or mine to heip
you to be fo ? Why will ye not be as much in
f_ameﬁ: for this, a8 ye arc about the baubles of
ools ¢

Tue fecond fort of faith here mentioned, is
the faith of Antinomians——and upon it, we
muft {ay, how dangerous is the whole religion
of the prefumer! According to his faith, fo is
it with him as to all other graces. Every exer-
cife is an inverted pyramid. No {cheme has
ever appeared in the world that makes more
thorough work of putting darkneis for light.
Self is the only Gob it adores : it is, in fubfer-
viency to this idol, to its pleafure, and to its in-
tereft, that Gop muft a& inall! Itis for its
fake he muft be loved, feared, and obeyed. In
fhort, the whole fyftem fprings from, and tends
to felf. On this foundation are built its faith,
love, hope, joy, holinefs, and every exercife.
‘T'ake this away, and you have taken away its
God ; and what has it more ?

- No wonder that humility, and felf-denial,
make no figure in this religion.—It is found-
ed 1n a confidence that difdains to wait for any
evidence from fcripture, fenfe, or reafon :---all

its excrcifes are food only for fpiritual pride---
and
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and fuel for every luft of the flefh. Here lies
the fcylla of the evangelical hypocrite! fhun it,
or perifh!

Do ye believe that Curist has died for you
an particular ? This fome may believe upon
good ground: but, let me afk, for what rea-
fons vou have drawn this conclufion ? Is it from
-a vain conceit of an univerfal falvation ? This we
have elfewhere confuted already, and the whole
{cripture joins to overthrow it: or is it becaufe
you imagine it your duty to believe this; and
that believing it, will make it true ? Of all kinds
of a faith of miracles, this would be the moft
~iraculous : Sooner may your believing your-
1iclves to bz Kings, or Emperors, effect your
advancement to that dignity.—Thus, as eafily
might the afs transform himfelf into an angel.—
Fancy, in this way, becomes the true philofo-
pher’s ftore indeed; if the nature of things is
thus obedient to its mandate.

THE true chriftian can take up with nothing
lefs than fcripture evidence in the matter : no-
thing lefs than that work of the Spirit of
Gob which fets his own {eal on the hcart ; ftamps
it into his own image, and makes it holy as
himfelf 1s.—Is this evidence your own? Are
the ordinary exercifes of your hearts agreeable
to the tafte of heaven? Then may ye find
enough in the word to affure you that Curist
and falvation are yours. Then may ye rejoice
—and praife—for the unfpeakable gife. It this
1s your cale, I need not caution you to be huin-
ble, and watchful. It will be your very na-
ture to pleafe and honor Gob ; every thing con-

R trary
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trary to this, your fouls will abhor.—3But, thety,
the faith that your religion began with, was not
this affurance. No; you were firft made will-
ing in a day of Gon’s power. Ye were chan-
ged ye embraced CHRrisT @ ye loved Get for
his own beauty ; ye hated fin; devoted yourivives
to Cuanrist: the Spirit of adoptlon was givon
vou : and thence ye received the witnefs of Gou

Go on, dear faints, go on behevmg-—-rlov»
ing---and rejoicing---all is yours ! Ye fhal; ne-
ver perifth: none can pluck you out of the
hands of the I.orp! O, commend his love and
erace to others, by all the charms of humbie,
holy lives.

Bur, the man who has no other relxglon, fave
only the perfuafion that he is one of Gop’s chil-
dren ; what words can exprefs his danger ? Buoy-
ed above fear and doubt---he blefles himfelf ;
whilft all the curfes of a broken law are lt.vcl-
led at his head ! He flatters himfelf none is 1o
dear to Gop as he; and, lo! every act he does,
every profefiton he makes, and every thing in
him'is an abomination to the Lorp. He pafi-
es along, h ugged 1n his fecurity ; when the law

thi llld(m, tis all for others :---when duty calls,
he is above that :---when judgments come, hc
wifhes the ungedly would be wife enough to at-
tend to thein :---but himfeif is never brouoth
to view, except when the joys and comiforts of
religlon are to be diftributed ; and of thefe he
uns a double fhare his own.---Confcience, long
bailed, 15, after many afruitlefs effort to awake
h.m, at lait laid afleep itfelf. The man pro-
Coeds, undaunted to thc iaft; ard perhaps ex-
pires
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pires in 2 felfith extafy---fondly expecting to en-
ter thortly, triumphant into glory.

WHEN, alas ! the vifion vanithes ! The whele
fabrick, bafelefs, fhrinks and fails ! Fle launches
into an unalterable ftatc; 15 waked from his
dream, and finds----all was delufion! And
it cannot now be remedied !---He plunges head-
long into the bottomlefs abyfs : Shrieking out,
O the byrrible difappointment ! O the fatal mif-
dake ! | “

Pause, my foul, purfue him no further,
come not into heir fecret; and unto that affem-

~ bly be not thou united.

- " Bur, ye fons of men, take warning ; examine
vour ftate; look well to the reafons of the
nope that 1s in you : for, yet alittle while, and
- ke that fhall come, will come, and will not tar-
vy : his fan is in his hand, and he will fhortly
and thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his
wheat into the garner---but the chaft he will
burn with unquenchable fire.

Exarinz, then, moft {erioufly examine, whe-
ther your faith be better than a fancy.

By ir, judge of your juftification; and your
peace with Gon. Before faith, ’¢is no uncom-
mon thing to find men faying peace—-peace to
themfelves., But let me afk, what have fucl to
do with peace 7 Gon himfelf has fpoken nane
to men 1n this condition, No! Before faith,
they are really in a ftate of war. .00k up to
Gon---there all is anger and juft vengeance :

| F.uok
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Lok into your own hearts, there all is enmity
and hardnefs ! Be not deceived, Gop will not
be mocked : As ye {fow you muft expect to reap.,
W ithout faith, what can reconcile you to Gop ?
Not all your prayers, tears, refolves: not all
vour repentings, reforms, or {elf-applauding
thanks : Not all your duties, moral or religious ;.
with all your glittering fhew---your peace 1s
but a lying dream !--- Awake, but a moment,
and you will not need to be told that your dan-
ger 1s great, near, urgent: that a flender, bnt-
tle thread is all that is to be broken ; and, 10
a moment, you fink into «“regions of horror---

doleful fhades---where peace and joy can never
come.”

RerLecTION 7. But where art thou, O poor,
contrite heart, that trembles at the word ? Where
1s the man who has felt his need of Curist and
his righteoufnefs : has renounced all truft in any
of his own? Where he, who has feen and own-
ed the juftice of the fentence which condemned
him ; has fallen at the feet of fovereign grace,
and humbly accepted the righteoufnefs of Gobn
by faith? I falute him tlns day, as an heir of
glory Behold! The filthy garments are taken
off, and Gop has clothed him with change of
raiment : Has put the beft robe vpon him: He
fhal! foon be brought before the King of Kings
—all glorious within, and all his raiment of
wrought gold! No longer fhall he lie among
the pots. The hour is at hand when he fhall
put on the filvered wings of the dove—on thofe
wings, be wafred up to the heavenly palace,

and there thine as a hm in the kingdom of lu"
Father !

HAIL,
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i{a1L, happy foul! thou haft wathed thy

garments, and made them white in the blood of
the Lams. There is the blefied fountain open-
ed for wathing away all {in and uncleannefls) —
Sprinkled with this water of life, though thy
ftains had been crimfon, thou wilt be prefented

pure—without {pot or blemith ; and whiter than
the virgin-fnow !

Ari1sg, then, my dear Sirs—arife, and fhew
yourfelves the friends of the great Bridegroom.
Adore the matchlefs grace that moved the
eternal Father ta give his only Son to you.
Spread far and wide the praifes of the All-glo-
rious Redeemer, who gave his life and foul up for
your ranfom. Can your hearts ever ceafe to burn
with love & gratitude to this infinite Lover? Can
your tongues ever weary of his praife ? Can your
time be taken up in purfuing fhadows---or con-
tending for ftraws, when a crown of immortal
glory hangs juft over your heads ¢ O my bre-
thren, fweet and fafe is the bofom on which you
lean! Reft there fecure---and give your cares
- and terrors to the winds. There no weapon

formed againft you can hit and hurt. From this
bofom no foreign force can tear you. Who
can feparate you from the love that reigns with-
in 1t? Here you may bid defiance to all the
ftorms of time---yes, to the drawn dagger of
the king of terrors---and to all the dreadful
thunders of the audit-day ! O, then, rife, and
rejoice in this tower of fafety ! Rife, and praife
the love that built it for you ;---and drew you
into it for refuge. Live by faith, as the onl
way to maintain your peace: Live holy, as the
only way to prave it well-founded.—~Live con-

tented
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tented—refigned—and happy in your Govb, ag
the only way to commend your religion to the
furrounding {pectators. Tempt not {trangers
to think you ferve an hard Mafter. I.ct not
every thing which troubles or wouads you, be
thought to have broken off your peace with
Gonb: truft him in the dark: wait on him in
every mean of grace : weary not of ordinances.
Aflociate only with the friends of CHRrIsT.—
Be not conformed to this evil world. Live like
pilgrims and ftrangers on the earth.—Set your
faces ftedfaft towards the Zion that is above.
Caft your burdens on the Lorp, as often as they
come on : take up your crofs: be not athamed
to own your LorDp before men ; in every ordi-
‘nance and in every company. Reft not in any
paft degreces of grace; afpire at attainments
{till higher: go on your way rejoi¢ing : march
from ftrength to ftrength unwearied : Prefs for-
ward to the marlk;, for the prize of your high
calling. Rife up, and caich hold of your eter-
nal crowns! and lo! He cometh, who will
bring vou home to Zion, with fongs and with
cverlafting joy upon your heads. There fhall
all your hopes be exceeded, and Gonp thall wipe
away every tear from your eves ! While your
enraptured fpirits, perfe€ted in blifs, fhall join
with feraphic choirs in the never ccafing anthems,
of ¢« Worthy isthe I.amz, that was {lain, to re-
ceive glory and honor, and wifdem and power,
and blefling ; for he was flain and hath redecimed
us unto Gop ! For he hath loved us, and wafhed
us from our fins in his own blood, and made us
Kings and priefts, to rcign with him ferever.”

BuT, ah! the haplefs crew, who never bave
accepted the golpel-terms of peace! What
vords? What tears of blood can {ufficiently

lament
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lament their doleful cafe? Soon-—very foon,
muft all their joys vanifh—and all their hopes
expire. Soon muft they be parted from the chil-
dren of peace for ever. There 1 1s no peace, faith
my Gob, to them. Awful words ! Methinks I fee
them ftand fhivering on the brink of the dread-
ful gulph—their hearts throbbing—their eye-
balls rolling—their teeth gnafhmﬁ-—-— and their
trembling voices beginning the eternal fhriek |
whilit the lip of Jufhcc 13 pronouncmg their fi-
nal doom~—and the hand of vengeance is chain-
ing them to the rock of never—never—-never
ending torment and defpair !

O wrercHED fellow-finners, let me expoftuu
late with you !—Why have ye loved darknefs?
Hated ieproof ! Squandered away your days,
and loft for ever all your

But I forbear! Shicld me, dear Jesus, from
the difinal fpedtacle! Who can endure ever-
dnlting burnings ?

Yer, O my f{iiends, fince that dreadful hour
18 not yet arrived with you; whilft the door of
mercy is not yet thut-—nor the taft fands in your
Life-glafs run down; fuffer me to caft the gof-
pel- het around you, once more,  Suffer me to
ciy aloud in your ears, ds for the laft time.
Awake! Awale ! what meaneft thou, O fleep-
er! Behold, the ]u e 1s at the door! O make
hatte, for heven's fuke, hafte! flee from the
wrath to come! Come away from thefe paths of
death and danger! Sce the cates of rightecuf-
nefs yet hmxlmw onen—:the wms of J SUS €X-
ténded to receive thc chiv I\u. finner here that
flees to him for reft! Ilore In o righteoufbefs
that can ude ..1 vour {lumne! Never reft, tilk
fairh has pue the blefled 2ovment o,
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Tu1s faith muft be your aét :—though an ad
performed by ftrength not your own. It is the
refult of free fovereign grace. It is the hand of
the Hory SeiriT that muft change your hearts
—and make you willing in the day of his pow-
er. O wait on him, then, for this high favor |
Wait on him in every mean of grace. Read the
word ; hear it; pray for faith, wherewith to
mix it, that fo it be not a favour of death unto
death. But O! be entreated to confider. Let
nothing divert you from this: Look into your
{tate : See your nature, and look forward to the
confequences : And let me adjure you by
all ' that is facred—-by all that 1s dear—-by
all the joys of heaven--—by all the terrors
of hell-—Dby the ferious concerns of a dying
hour-—by the folemn realities of a judg-
 ment-day---by the worth of your fouls, and the
weight of eternity | Never give fleep to your
eyes, nor flumber to your eyelids, until you
‘have clofed with Curist by faith; embraced-
him in ail his offices, and given yourfelves away
to him.  Without this, you muft expect all the
horrors of eternal war with Jesovaun: and
with it, your own expericnce fhall re-echo the
{weet declaration in the text; as a felt, and in-
difputable truti——Being juftified by faith, we
bave peace with Gob, through our Lorp JEsus
CarisT: and, that this may be the experience,
and this the lot of us all, may Gob of his infi-
nité mercy grant, through the redemption of his
Son, and to the facred name of the FATHER,
Son, and Hory GrosT, the one, living and
tru¢ Gop, whom we adore as our Gop, be all
the glory, honor, and praife, world without end.

A M E N.
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