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PREFACE.

This volume of the Minutes of the General Assembly is published

under the following authorization :

The General Assembly {Minutes, 1884, p. 121) appointed "The
Stated and Permanent Clerks a Committee to report to the next

General Assembly upon the advisability of reprinting any or all of

the Minutes of the General Assembly between the years 1836 and

1869, said Committee to serve without expense to the Assembly."

The Committee reported progress {Minutes, 1885, p. 684), recom-

mending, inter alia, " that the expense of this republication be borne

by the Board of Publication, and that the number of copies to be

issued be left to the judgment of the Committee to be appointed to

take charge of the matter."

The report was adopted, and the Assembly directed that the Stated

and Permanent Clerks be the Committee to have charge of the print-

ing of said Minutes. The Committee was continued by the several

Assemblies from 1886 to 1893.

The plan of publication adopted is the following : The Minutes

for 1836 and 1837 have been added to the volume already published,

covering the period from 1821 to 1835, thus making complete the

Minutes of the supreme judicatories of the Church from 1705 to 1837,

the year preceding the division ; the Minutes of the Old School General

Assembly from 1838 to 1869 have been published in four volumes, and

the Minutes of the New School General Assembly, for the same period,

in two volumes, thus completing the republication of the Minutes from

1705 to 1869.

This is the second volume of the New School Minutes.

Acknowledgment is hereby made of the cordial co-operation and

efficient service, rendered in the whole undertaking by the Officers of

and the Board of Publication and Sabbath-School Work.

Wm. H. Roberts,

Wm. E. Moore.
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

1859.

Wilmington, Del., May l%th, 1859.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States-

of America met, agreeably to appointment, at the city of Wilmington, Del.,

on Thursday, the 19th day of May, 1859, at 11 o'clock A. M., in the

Central Presbyterian church, and was opened with a sermon by the Rev.
M. L. P. Thompson, D. D., the Moderator of the last Assembly, from
1 Tim. 3:1: " This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop,

he desireth a good work."

After the sermon, the Assembly was constituted with prayer.

The report of the Committee on Commissions was presented, and the fol-

lowing persons were thereupon enrolled as duly appointed Commissioners of

this General Assembly : [4]

PRESBYTERIES.

1. Champlain,

2. Troy,

3. Albany,

4. Columbia.

5. Catskill,

I. SYNOD OF ALBANY
MINISTERS.

John Bradshaw,
John R. Herrick.

Peter Gordon,

Eber M. Rollo.

Edward Stratton,

ELDERS.

William P. Bliss.

Hon. John 0. Cole (2).

Lawrence Winne.

1. St. Lawrence,
2. Watertown,

3. Oswego,

4. JJtica,

II. SYNOD OF UTICA.

R. Richard Kirk.

Calvin Yale,

Edward Lord (2),

William E. Knox,
Phil. H. Fowler, D. D.,

Roswell T. Lee.

Hon. M. Lindley Lee,

M. D. (2).

Charles McLean,
Gilbert M. Gifford (2).

III. SYNOD OF GENEVA.

1. Geneva,

2. Bath,

3. Chemung,
4. Ithaca,

5. Pennsylvania,

6. Lyons,

Fred. E. Cannon, D. D.,

Sam. H. Gridley, D. D.,

Stephen Vorhis,

David Murdock, D. D.,

Allen Traver,

A. Henry Barnes.

Robert E. Willson,

Daniel D. Johnson.

Nathaniel C Taylor (2).

Charles J. Chatfield.

Joseph Esty.

Jesse Smith.



MINUTES OF THE [1869-4, 5.

PRESBYTERIES.

1. Onondaga,

2. Cayuga^

3. Cortland^

4. Tioga,

1. Otsego,

2. Chenango,

3. Delaware,

1. Buffalo,

2. Ontario,

3. Rochester,

4. Genesee,

5. Niagara,

IV. SYNOD OF ONONDAGA.
MINISTERS. ELDERS.

William W. Newell,

William S. Franklin,

Henry N. Millerd,

William G. Hubbard,
Peter Lockwood (6),

Philip Flint,

Luther Baker.

Lake J. Tefft, M. D.,

Samuel Stringham.

Hon. Perrin H. McGraw.
Elias Hawley (2).

V. SYNOD OF SUSQUEHANNA.
Chas. Wadsworth (2), Charles "H. Metcalf.

Henry Callahan.

Samuel J. White. [5]

VI. SYNOD OF GENESEE.

Edwin S. Wright,
Charles Jerome,

Anson H. Parmelee.

James Fenner,

Frederick Starr, Jr.,

D. C. Houghton, D. D.,

J. Jerome Ward.

George W. Tew,
Byron Cochran.

Albert Simonds.

Hon. Aug. P. Hascall.

6. Genesee Valley, Henry E. Niles.

VII. SYNOD OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY.

1. Hudson,

2. North River,

3. Long Island,

4. New York, 3c?,

5. Neio York, Ath,

6. Brooklyn,

7. Newark,

8. Rockaway,
9. Montrose,

George Pierson,

Benjamin F. Wile.

John Reid,

Charles Hoover (2),

Robert R. Booth,

James C. Egbert,

Thomas S. Hastings,

Amasa S. Freeman,

Peter J. H. Myers,

Jona. F. Stearns. D. D.,

Daniel W. Poor,'D. D.,

Joseph F. Tuttle (2),

Samuel Whaley,
Thos. R. Townsend,

George W. Seward.

David Williamson, Jr.

John C. Hines,

Charles H. Rusher,

Francis Duncan.
John H. Bulen,

Lewis E. Jackson.

Walter S. Griffith.

Hon. Wm. Pennington,

Samuel 0. Harrison.

John Hill.

Abner C. Hinman,
James Leighton.

VIII. SYNOD OF PENNSYLVANIA.

Wilmington,

Philadelphia, 3c?,

Philadelphia, 4:th,

Harrishurgh,

James Morton,

John Jenkins,

Walter S. Drysdale,

Jacob Helfenstein,

Charles F. Diver,

Charles J. Hutchins,

Robert C. Hall.

George Fleming,

Thomas Potter.

Alexander Whilldin,

Joseph Francis.

James Loudon (2).

IX. SYNOD OF WEST PENNSYLVANIA.
1. Erie, George A. Lyon, D. D., James M. Moorhead (2).

2. Meadville, Rich. Crai2;head (5), Ninian Irwin.

3. Pittsburgh, Henry Kendall, D. D., Hon. Hen.W.Williams. [6]
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X. SYNOD OF MICHIGAN,
PRESBYTERIES.

1. Detroit,

2. 3fonroe,

3. Marshall,

4. Washtenaw,

5. Kalamazoo,
6. Cold Water,

7. Saginaw,
8. Gr. River Valley,

9. Lake Superior.

MINISTERS.

William Hogarth.

George C. Curtis (5),
Bela Fancher.

Lucius D. Cliapin,

Alfred Bryant.

James Knox.
Henry H. Northrop,

William M. Ferry,

ELDERS.

Alfred L. Millerd.

Thomas Wood.

Ebenezer B. Dewey.
Henry Griffin.

XL SYNOD OF WESTERN RESERVE.
Grand River,

Portage,

Huron,
Truinhidl,

Cleveland,

6. Elyria,

7. Maumee,

Eben. B. Chamberlain.

Samuel Lee.

Robin. S. Lockwood,
Benjamin Walker,
Franklin Maginnis,

James Eells,

Hubbard Lawrence.

George A. Adams,

Elijah Bemis.

Andrew Jackson.

Truman P. Handy,
Elisha Taylor.

Sylvanus Hatch.

XII. SYNOD OF OHIO.

1. Athens, Charles Merwin.
2. Pataskala, Edwards A. Beach, Matthew Newkirk (2).
3. Franklin, Warren Jenkins, Edgar G. Barnum.
4. Scioto, E. Perkins Pratt. D. D., Joseph Riggs.

XIII. SYNOD OF CINCINNATI.

1. Cincinnati, B. P. Aydelotte, D. D., Thomas C Butler (2).

2. Dayton, Jerem. P. E. Kumler, William A. Ewing (2).
3. Hamilton, William H. Rogers, Amos Cleavenger.

XIV. SYNOD OF INDIANA.

1. Salem, William H. McCarer.
2. Madison, Wm. W. Atterbury, Robert G. Yonge.
3. Indianapolis, Philip S. Cleland, Philander H. Roots.

4. Green Castle, Thomas S. Milligan, George S. Rich.

1. Crawfordsville,

2. *S'^ Josejjh,

3. Logansport,

4. Fort Wayne,

XV. SYNOD OF
John Hawks,
John Sailor.

James A. Yeale.

Sanford R. Bissell,

WABASH.
William T. Scott.

Hon. John L. Knight. [7]

1. Illinois,

2. Schuyler,

3. Wabash,
4. Alton,

XVI. SYNOD OF
John G. Rankin,

George I. King,

Friend A. Deming.
Augustus T. Norton

ILLINOIS.

Clint. Armstrong, M. D.
Frederick Collins.

John N. McCord.
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PRESBYTERIES.

1. Ottawa^

2. Knox^
3. Galena^

4. Chicago,

5. Belvidere,

6. Bloomington,

XVII. SYNOD OF PEOKIA.

ELDERS.

George Guy (2).

MINISTERS.

Levi P. Crawford,

John W. Bailey.

James R. Smith.

R. W. Patterson, D. I).,

William H. Spencer,

Charles P. Bush,

James R. Dunn,

William H. Brown,
Peter Stewart.

Hon. Charles Williams.

Lumen W. Capen.

XVIII. SYNOD OF WISCONSIN.

1. Milwmikee, S. Granby Spees, Anthony Green.

2. Fox River, Sidney H. Barteau (3).

3. Columbus, Hiram Gregg, Chauncey Hall.

Des Moines,

Iowa City,

Keokuk,
Dubuque,
Cedar Valley.

XIX. SYNOD OF
Thompson Bird (3),

Peter S. Van Nest.

William H. Williams,

Jas. H. Trowbridge,

IOWA.
William D. Moore.

John H. Day.
Aaron M. Loomis (3).

XX. SYNOD OF MINNESOTA.

1. Dakota, James Thompson.

2. Minnesota, Edward D. Neill (2).

3. Winona, Charles S. Le Due.

XXI. SYNOD OF ALTA CALIFORNIA.

1. San Francisco, Edward S. Lacy (2).

Sierra Nevada.

San Jose.

XXII. SYNOD OF MISSOURI

1. St. Louis.

2. Northern Missouri.

3. Lexington.

4. Osage.

XXIII. SYNOD OF VIRGINIA.

1. Winchester.

2. District of Columbia.

3. Hanover.

[8}

4. Piedmont.

1. Harmony.
2. Providence.

- 3. Green River.

1. Union.

2. Holston.

3. Kingston.

4. New River.

XXIV. SYNOD OF KENTUCKY.

XXV. SYNOD OF TENNESSEE.
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XXVI. SYNOD OF WEST TENNESSEE.

PKESBYTERIES. MINISTERS. ELDERS.

1. West Tennessee.

2. SMloh.
3. Richland.

XXVII. SYNOD OF MISSISSIPPI.
1. Clinton.

2. Lexington, South.

3. Neivton.

4. Texas.

COEEESPONDING BODIES.

1. General Assembly ofthe Camherland Pres-

hyterian Chnrch.

2. General Assembly of the United Presby-

terian Church of North America.

3. General Synod of the Reformed Presby-

terian Church in North America, Rev. Wm. Wilson, D. D.

4. General Synod of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in the United States.

5. Synod of the German Reformed Church
in the United States, Rev. John H. A. Bomberger,

D. D.

6. General Association of Massachusetts, Rev. Ariel E. P. Perkins.

7. General Association of Connecticut.

8. General Association of New Hampshire.

9. General Conference of Maine, Rev. Steph. Thurston, D. D.
10. General Convention of Vermont.

11. Presbyterian and Congregational Conven-

tion of Wisconmn.

12. Union of the Evangelical Churches of
France. [9]

The Committee on Commissions reported the attendance of Rev. James
Eells, from the Presbytery of Cleveland, Rev. William H. McCarer, from the

Presbytery of Salem, and Rev. James R. Dunn, from the Presbytery of
Bloomington, without Commissions. Their cases were referred to a Committee
on Elections, consisting of Rev. Daniel W. Poor, D. D., and Rev. Peter S.

Van Nest. The Committee presently reported, that they had obtained satis-

factory information of the regular appointment of these Commissioners, and
recommend that their names be added to the Roll ; and their report was
adopted.

The Assembly adjourned until 3^ o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Thursday, May \%th, 3| o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The following Commissioners were reported, and their names were entered

on the Roll, viz.

:

Rev. Henrv Callahan, Minister, of the Presbytery of Chenango.
" EberM. Rollo, " " Albany.
" John R. Herrick, " " Champlain.
" William Hogarth, " " Detroit.
" Samuel J. White, " " Delaware.
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Mr. Lake J. Tefft, M. D., Elder, of the Presbytery of Cayuga.
" William T. Scott, " " Crawfordsville.

" Joseph Riggs, " " Scioto.

Hon. Aug. P. Hascall, " " Genesee.

Rev. Ariel E. P. Perkins, Delegate from the General Association of

Massachusetts.

The Assembly proceeded to the election of a Moderator ; whereupon the

Rev. Robert W. Patterson, D. D., of the Presbytery of Chicago, was chosen

Moderator, and inducted into office in the usual form.

Rev. Henry Darling, the Permanent Clerk, being absent on account of ill-

health. Rev. Henry Kendall, D. D., of the Presbytery of Pittsburgh, was

chosen Permanent Clerk, pro tern. Rev. Charles P. Bush, of the Presbytery

of Belvidere, and Rev. Henry E. Xiles, of the Presbytery of Genesee Valley,

were chosen Temporary Clerks.

Resolved, That the Assembly hold its daily sessions from 8i o'clock A. M.

to 12'r M. ; and from 3 o'clock P. M. to 5} P. M. ; that the evening sessions,

when held, commence at 8 o'clock ; and that the first hour of the morning

session be appropriated to devotional exercises, under the direction of the

Moderator.

The docket of business was read by the Stated Clerk. [10]

The printed Minutes of the last Assembly were distributed among the

members.
The General Rules for Judicatories, contained in the Appendix to the

Constitution, were adopted as the rules of this Assembly.

It was made the first order of the day for to-morrow morning, to receive

the Synodical Records, the Narratives and the Statistical Reports of the Pres-

byteries, Overtures, memorials, appeals, and complaints.

It was made the second order of the day for to-morrow morning, to receive

the annual reports of the Permanent Committees, except such as by standing

rule are assigned to a particular time.

The annual report of the Treasurer of the General Assembly was received,

and referred to an Auditing Cowmittee, consisting of Hon. Augustus P.

Hascall and Hon. Henry W. Williams.

The Third Presbyterian church of Pittsburgh, Pa., was chosen as the

place for the meeting of the next Assembly. And Rev. Henry Kendall, D. D.,

Rev. Samuel M. Sparks, Rev. James F. Read, D. D., and the elders of the

Third Presbyterian church, were appointed a Committee of Arrangements.

A communication was received from the Wilmington Institute, tendering

to the members of the Assembly, while in the city, the privilege of their

rooms and the use of their library. The invitation was accepted, with

thanks.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 8j o'clock A. M.

Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 20t7i, 8 J ocIocJc A. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Roll was called, and the Minutes of the preceding session were read

and approved.

The following Commissioners were reported, and their names were entered

on the Roll

:

Rev. Edw. S. Lacy, Minister, of the Presbytery of San Francisco.

" Joseph F. Tuttle, " " Rockaway.
" Charles Wadsworth," " Otsego.

" Edward D. Neill, " " Minnesota.
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Mr. Natlianiel C. Taylor, Elder, of the Presbytery of Bath.
" Elias Hawley, " " Tioga.
" James M. Moorhead, " " Erie.

Hon. John C. Cole, " " Albany.

Mr. James Loudon, " " Harrisburgh.

Hon. M. Lindley Lee, M. D., " " Oswego.
Mr. George Grey, " " Ottawa.
" Matthew Newkirk, " " Pataskala.
" Gilbert M. Gifford, " " Utica. [11]
The Moderator announced the following Standing Committees

:

1. Judicial Committee. Ministers—Jonathan F. Stearns, D. D., David
Murdock, D. D., Calvin Yale, James Thompson. Elders—Hon. William
Pennington, Hon. Henry W. Williams, Hon. Perrin H. McGraw.

2. Bills and Overtures. Ministers—George A. Lyon, D. D., Benjamin
P. Aydelotte, D. D., John W. Bailey, George Pierson. Elders—Elisha

Taylor, Anthony Green, John C. Hines.

3. Polity of the Church. Ministers—Samuel H. Gridley, D. D., Daniel

C. Houghton," D. D., Joseph F. Tuttle, William H. Spencer. Elders—Clinton

Armstrong, M. D., Ebenezer B. Dewey, Joseph Biggs.

4. Church Extension. Ministers—Philemon H. Fowler, D. D., E. Perkins

Pratt, D. D., S. Granby Spees, William H. Williams. Elders—Hon.
Augustus P. Hascall, Walter S. Griffith, Truman P. Handy.

.5. Foreign Missions. Ministers—John Jenkins, Daniel W. Poor, D. D.,

Frederick H Cannon, D. D., George I. King. Elders—George W. Seward,

Charles McLean, John N. McCord.
6. Education. 3Iinisters—Henry Kendall, D. D., Robert E. Willson, Eber

M. Rollo, Lucius D. Chapin. Elders—Frederick Collins, William H. Brown,
Alexander Whilldin.

7. Publication. Ministers—Augustus T. Norton, William Hogarth, Wil-
liam E. Knox, William H. McCarer. Elders—Hon. Charles Williams,

George Fleming, Lewis E. Jackson.

8. Narrative. Jlini.sters—James Eells, William W. Newell, Thomas 'S.

Hastings, James H. Trowbridge. Elders—William P. Bliss, Charles J.

Chatfield, Andrew Jackson. [12]
9. Devotional Exercises. Ministers—Jacob Helfenstein, Benjamin F. Wile,

R. Richard Kirk, Ebenezer B. Chamberlain. Elders—Hon. John L. Knight,
John H. Bulen, Robert C. Hall.

10. Leave of Absence. Ministers—Alfred Bryant, Warren Jenkins, Fred-
erick Starr, Jr., A. Henry Barnes. Elders—Francis Duncan, William T.

Scott, Elijah Bemis.

11. Mileage. Elders—Thomas Potter, Charles H. Rusher, Philander H.
Roots.

The Moderator also announced the Committees on Synodical Records, as

follows :

1. Albany. Mimsters—W. Wallace Atterbury, James C. Egbert. Elder—
Thomas Wood.

2. Utica. Ministers—Henry H. Northrop, John Bradshaw. Elder—
George S. Rich.

3. Geneva. Ministers—Peter S. Van Nest, William G. Hubbard. Elder—
Roswell T. Lee.

4. Onondaga. 3Iinisters—James R. Smith, Peter Gordon. Elder—Josei^h.

Esty.

5. Susqnehanna. Ministers—Henry N. Millerd, John Hawks. Elder—
David Williamson, Jr.
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6. Genesee. Ministers—Samuel J. White, Charles F. Diver. Elder—Alfred

L. Millerd.

7. Neio Yorh and Neio Jersey. Ministers—J. Jerome Ward, Levi P.

Crawford. Elder—Joseph Francis.

8. Pennsi/lvania. Ministers—Peter J. H. Myers, Charles S. Le Due.
Elder—Ninian Irwin.

9. West Pennsylvania. Ministers—James Morton, Samuel Lee. Elder—
Henry Griffin.

10. Michigan. Ministers—William S. Franklin, Peter Gordon. Elder—
Peter Stewart.

11. Western Reserve. Ministers—Stephen Vorhis, William H. Rogers.
Elder—V\\\\\^ Flint.

12. Ohio. Ministers—Amasa S. Freeman, Jeremiah P. E. Kumler.
Elder—Robert G. Yonge.

13. Cincinnati. Ministers—Philip S. Cleland, Allen Traver. Elder—
Samuel Stringham.

14. Indiana. Mim'stos—Franklin Maginnis, James Fenner. Elder—
Samuel G. Harrison.

15. Wabash. Ministers—Henry Callahan, Edwards A. Beach. Elder—
William D. Moore.

16. Illinois. Ministers—Thomas S. Milligan, Edwin S. Wright. Elder—
Amos Cleavenger. [13]

17. Peoria. Ministers—Charles Jerome, James Knox. Elder—Albert

Simonds.

18. Wisconsin. Ministers—Robinson S. Lockwood, William M. Ferry.

Elder—Edgar G. Barnum.
19. Iowa. Ministers—John R. Herrick, Anson H. Parmelee. Elder—

George S. Rich.

20. Minnesota. Ministers—Bela Fancher, Hiram Gregg. Elder—Law-
rence Winne.

21. Alta California. Ministers—Edward Stratton, John Reid. Elder—
Byron Cochran.

The Records of the Synods were presented, and put into the hands of the

Committees appointed to examine them.

The Assembly proceeded to receive the Narratives and the Statistical Re-

ports of the Presbyteries.

The annual report of the Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions was
presented, and, having been accepted, was referred to the Standing Committee

on that subject.

The annual report of the Permanent Committee of Publication was pre-

sented, and, having been accepted, was referred to the Standing Committee

on that subject ; and the Treasurer's report, accompanying it, was referred

to an Auditing Committee., consisting of Hon. AVilliam Pennington and Mr.

William H. Brown.
It was made the first order of the day, for Monday next, to receive the

reports of the Delegates to Corresponding Bodies, appointed by the last

Assembly, and to receive the communications of the Delegates from these

bodies.

A communication was received from Mr. John R. Latimer and lady, of

this city, inviting the members of the Assembly to a social entertainment,

at their residence, to-morrow, at 3 o'clock P. M. The invitation was accepted

with thanks.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.
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Friday, May 20th, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The following Commissioners were reported, and their names were entered

on the Roll

:

Rev. Edwd. Lord, Minister, of the Presbytery of Oswego,
Rev. Chas. Hoover, ''

" " New York, 3d.

Thomas C. Butler, Elder, " " Cincinnati.

William A. Ewing, " " " Dayton. [14]
The annual report of the Permanent Committee on Education was

presented, accepted, and referred to the Standing Committee on that sub-

ject.

Reports were also received from the Theological Seminaries within the

bounds of the Assembly.

It was made the first order of the day for to-morrow, to hear the Delegate

from the General Conference of Maine.

The Committee on Devotional Services reported supplies for various

pulpits in the city and vicinity on the ensuing Sabbath.

The report of the Committee on a Summary of doctrine and form of

covenant was made the second order of the day for to-morrow.

A Committee, consisting of Rev. Samuel H. Gridley, D. D., Rev. Joseph
F. Tuttle, and Rev. Robert R. Booth, were appointed to nominate a preacher

on Home Missions, for the next Assembly.
The Committee appointed to audit the Treasurer's account, reported that

they had found the account correct, and their report was adopted.

The Moderator informed the Assembly, that an Overture from the Synod
of the Free Presbyterian church, had been put into his hands, which was
read and referred to a Commitfee, consisting of Rev. Jonathan F. Stearns,

D. D., Samuel H. Gridley, D. D., Henry Kendall, D. D., Rev. James Eells,

Hon. Augustus P. Hascall, and Messrs. Walter S. Griffith and Robert C.

Hall.

A communication was received from the Synod of Mississippi, announcing
their withdrawal from the Assembly, which was referred to the Committee
on the Polity of the Church.
The adjustment of the Roll of Synods and Presbyteries was referred to

the same Committee.
The Standing Committee on Publication were instructed to inquire into

the propriety of publishing the reports of the Permanent Committees for

general circulation, and report to this Assembly.
Adjourned until to-morrow, at 8J o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, May 21st, 8j o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Roll was called, and the Minutes of the last session were read and
approved.

The following Commissioners were reported, and their names were entered
on the Roll

:

Rev. Sidney H. Barteau, Minister, of the Presbytery of Fox River.

Rev. Thompson Bird, " " " Des Moines.
Aaron M. Loomis, Elder, " " Dubuque. [15]
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Delegate of the General Confer-

ence of Maine addressed the Assembly.
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The annual report of the Permanent Committee on Home Missions was
made the order of the day immediately after the report of the Permanent
Committee on Church Erection, this morning.

The Committee appointed by the last Assembly, to prepare a Summary of

doctrine and form of covenant, for admission of members to the Church, pre-

sented their report, which was accepted, and referred to the Committee on the

Polity of the Church.

The annual report of the Permanent Committee on Church Erection,

together with two special reports on matters referred to them by the last

Assembly, were presented, accepted, and referred to the Standing Committee
on Church Extension.

The annual report of the Permanent Committee on Home Missions was
presented, accepted, and referred to the same Committee.

A Committee to nominate Delegates to Corresponding Bodies, was appointed,

consisting of Rev. Charles Hoover, Rev. Robert E. Willson, and Mr. Truman
P. Handy.
A communication from the Chancellor of the " Ingham University " was

received, and was referred to the Committee on Education.

The Assembly were informed by the Stated Clerk, that a legacy had been

devised by the late Mr. Anson G. Phelps, in favor of the Assembly ; where-

upon the Treasurer and the Stated Clerk were appointed to take the matter

in charge.

Adjourned until Monday next, at 8J o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday^ May 23(?, 8^ o'clock A. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Roll was called, and the Minutes of the last session were read and

approved.

Reports were received from the Delegates appointed by the last Assembly

to Corresponding Bodies: from the Rev. James W. McLane, D. D.,the Dele-

gate to the General Association of Massachusetts ; Rev. Robert R. Booth,

the Delegate to the General Association of Connecticut ; Rev. Baruch B.

Beckwith, the Delegate to the General Association of New Hampshire
;
Rev.

Charles P. Bush, the Delegate to the Presbyterian and Congregational Con-

vention of Wisconsin ; Rev. Joseph Wilson, the Delegate to the General

Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America; Rev.

George Duffield, D. D., the Delegate to the General Synod of the Asso-

ciate Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America ; and Rev. John

Spaulding, the Delegate to the [16] Union of the Evangelical Churches of

France : all which were accepted, and ordered to be published in the Ap-

pendix to the Minutes of the Assembly.

The Delegate of the General Association of Massachusetts was heard.

Communications were also read from the Delegates of the General Associa-

tion of New Hampshire, and the Congregational Convention of Vermont.

Also a communication from the Union of the Evangelical Churches of

France.

A communication from the Synod of the Presbyterian Church, Canada,

was received, and referred, with accompanying documents, to a Committee

consisting of Rev. John Jenkins, Rev. Frederick E. Cannon, D. D., and

Alfred L. Millerd.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported in part, and their report

was accepted.
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The annual report of the Permanent Committee on Church Extension was
presented, accepted, and referred, with the Treasurer's report, to the Stand-

ing Committee on Church Extension.

It was made the order of the day, for 4 o'clock this P. M., to hear the

Rev. Justin Perkins, D. D., of Oroomiah, Persia.

Rev. William Wilson, D. D., presented his testimonials as the Delegate of

the General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America,

and his name was entered on the Roll.

The Committee, appointed to audit the report of the Treasurer of the

Publication Committee, reported that they had examined the accounts, and
found them correct ; and the report was adopted.

Adjourned vintil 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 1M, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The 3Iinutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee on the Chanting of Psalms presented a report, which was
referred to the Standing Committee on Publication.

The first Monday of January, 1860, was recommended as a day of fasting

and prayer for the Conversion of the World ; and the last Thursday of Feb-

ruary, as a concert of prayer for Colleges and other institutions of learning.

The daily calling of the Roll, during the remaining sessions of the Assem-
bly, was dispensed with.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported Overtures,

No. 1. A memorial from the Presbytery of Dakota ; which was referred

to the Standing Committee on Church Extension.

No. 2. A memorial of the Rev. Benjamin Mills, of the Synod of Cincin-

nati ; which was referred to the same Committee.

No. 3. From the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Fourth, on Lay Agency

;

which was referred to a Committee, consisting of Rev. [17] Daniel W. Poor,

D. D., Rev. David Murdock, D. D., Rev. Benjamin P. Aydelotte, D. D., Mr.
George W. Tew, and Mr. Frederick Collins.

The remainder of the report was postponed until to-morrow morning, to

give place to the order of the day. The Rev. Justin Perkins, D. D., then
addressed the Assembly on missions in Persia. Rev. Edward S. Lacy and
Rev. Thomas S. Hastings were appointed to bring in a minute, expressive of

the sense of the Assembly on the subject.

The Committee, appointed to nominate a preacher on Home Missions, re-

ported the names of Rev. Jonathan F. Stearns, D. D., of the Presbytery of
Newark, principal, and Rev. Henry Smith, D. D., of the Presbytery of Cin-

cinnati, alternate ; and their report was adopted.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 8^ o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday, May 24:th, 85 o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.
Rev. Richard Craighead, of the Presbytery of Meadville, was reported,

and his name entered on the Roll.

Rev. Ariel E. P. Perkins, the Delegate of the General Association of Massa-
chusetts, took leave of the As.sembly, and the Moderator responded in a brief

address.

Rev. William Wilson, D. D., the Delegate of the General Synod of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America, addressed the Assembly.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported paper
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No. 1. From the Presbytery of Kansas, asking to be recognized and
attached to the Synod of Indiana. The Committee recommend that their

request be granted, substituting the Synod of Iowa for that of Indiana

;

which was adopted.

No. 2. From the Presbytery of Cincinnati, touching the condition of cer-

tain churches in Kentucky, seeking connection with us. The Committee
recommend that, for the present, such churches be allowed to connect them-
selves with the Presbyteries contiguous, most to their convenience ; and the

report was adopted.

No. 3. Asking what shall be done with certain church members, against

whose moral character no charges can be made, but who wish to be released

from their church obligations. The Committee recommend, that such cases

be referred to the sound discretion of the sessions, to which such persons

may be answerable ; reminding the sessions, that it is a fundamental law of

the Church, that no persons can be suspended from the communion of the

Church, or have any other penalty inflicted, without regular citation and
trial, according to the forms prescribed in our Book of Discipline. [18]

It was moved, and, after considerable discussion, under a call for the pre-

vious question, it was resolved, to recommit this part of the report, with

instructions ,to report, that no new order be taken in the case.

No. 4. Inquiring as to the right of minors to vote in the election of elders

and deacons. The Committee recommend to return for answer,

That it is not in accordance with the principles and u.sages of the Presby-

terian Church to distinguish between members of the church as to their ages

in voting for ofiicers of the church.

The recommendation was adopted.

The Judicial Committee reported paper No. 1, an Overture from the Pres-

bytery of Milwaukee, touching the case of a minister supposed to have been

irregularly received, and asking for a new rule in the case. The Committee

recommend, as the action of the Assembly in this case, that no new rule

appears necessary. Pending a motion to adopt the recommendation, the hour

of adjournment arrived.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday, May 2-ith, 3 o'clocJc P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The unfinished business was resumed. The recommendation of the Com-
mittee was adopted.

The Committee also reported paper No. 2. An Overture from the Pres-

bytery of Keokuk, asking if they have jurisdiction over the case of James

H. Shields, deposed by the Presbytery of Des Moines.

The Committee recommend to the Assembly, that the question submitted

by the Presbytery of Keokuk be answered in the negative ; and the recom-

mendation was adopted.

No. 3. A memorial from Eev. Benjamin Mills and others, of the Synod of

Kentucky, with respect to himself and others, formerly members of the Synod

of Kentucky, expressive of their attachment to us, and their desire to return

to our connection, if, with their views on the subject of Slavery, the way may
be open to receive them. The Committee recommend, that these ministers

and churches, and others similarly situated, be referred to the Presbytery of

Cincinnati, or any other border Presbytery ;
and that such Presbyteries be

authorized, so to extend their jurisdiction, as to receive any such ministers
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and churches, situated near their borders, whose principles and practice are

found to harmonize with the position of the Church, as expressed and pub-

lished to the world by former Assemblies. [19]
The following minute was recommended by the Committee appointed for

the purpose yesterday

:

Having heard, with the deepest interest, the address of the Rev. Justin

Perkins, D. D., of the Nestorian Mission, upon the great work for the king-

dom of Christ in that land; and feeling that the subject commands our fullest

sympathy and most earnest co-operation ; therefore,

Resolved, That our thanks be given to this brother for his words of godly

counsel and encouragement ; and that we pledge him our prayers and con-

tinued exertions, for the great cause in which he and his co-laborers are

engaged.

The minute was adopted.

The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions presented their report, which

was accepted, placed on the docket, and made the order of the day for to-

morrow, at 10 o'clock A. M.
Rev. George C. Curtis, of the Presbytery of Monroe, appeared as a Com-

missioner, and his name was entered on the Roll.

A special report on missions to Central and South America was presented

by the Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions, which was accepted, and

referred to the Standing Committee on that subject.

The Standing Committee on Church Extension presented a report on the

subject of Church Erection. The report was accepted; and, pending the

question on its adoption, the Assembly
Adjourned until to-morrow, at 8j o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Wednesday, May 25«A, 8J o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

Rev. Peter Lockwood, of the Presbytery of Tioga, appeared as a Commis-
sioner, and his name was entered on the Roll.

The thanks of the Assembly were returned to Mr. George H. Stuart of

Philadelphia, for 250 copies of a pamphlet entitled " Pentecost."

The unfinished business of the last session, being the adoption of the report

of the Church Extension Committee on the subject of Church Erection, was
resumed. Pending the discussion, the order of the day, the consideration of

the report of the Standing Committee on Foreign Missions, was taken up.

The Committee had leave to report, still further, on the subject of Missions

to Mexico and Central and South America, which was accepted as a part of

the report under consideration. [20]
Rev. Selah B. Treat, one of the corresponding secretaries of the A. B. C. F.

Missions, on invitation, addressed the Assembly.
The discussion was resumed, and continued until near the hour of adjourn-

ment, when Rev. William Wilson, D. D., the Delegate of the General Synod
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America, took leave of the

Assembly
; and the Moderator responded in a brief address.

It was made the order of the day for to-morrow morning, immediately

after the devotional exercises, to hear the report of the Standing Committee
on Publication.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

2



18 MINUTES OF THE [1859-20, 1.

Wednesday, May 25th, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises presented a report, which was
adopted, recommending the celebration of the Lord's Supper to-morrow
evening, in the Hanover street church, agreeably to the following order

:

1. The Moderator to preside and read the opening hymn.
2. Prayer and reading the Scriptures, by the Rev. S. Granby Specs.

3. Address and administration of the Bread, by the Rev. James Knox.
4. Prayer and administration of the Cup, by the Rev. Philemon H. .^

Fowler, D. D.

5. Address, by the Rev. Richard Craighead.

6. Hymn and Benediction, by the Moderator.

The following elders to distribute the elements : Hon. William Pennington,
Samuel Stringham, Philip Flint, Charles H. Rusher, Alexander Whilldin,
and Clinton Armstrong.
The unfinished business of the morning was then resumed.
Pending the discussion, the hour for adjournment arrived.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 8^ o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Thursday, May 2Gth, 8 J o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

Mr. George S. Frost, Elder, of the Presbytery of Detroit, appeared, and
his name was entered on the Roll.

The Standing Committee on Publication, agreeably to the order [21] of

the day, presented their report, which was accepted, and placed on the

docket.

The unfinished business of the last session was then taken up, being the

consideration of the report on Foreign Missions ; which, having been

amended, was adopted, and is as follows:

Your Committee having taken into consideration the report of the Per-

manent Committee on Foreign Missions, and the Overtures, synodical and

presbyterial, bearing upon this part of our ecclesiastical work, which have

been referred to your Committee, respectfully submit the following report,

and recommend its adoption by the General Assembly

:

1. The Assembly owe it to the Permanent Committee, to record their

thanks for the lucid and deeply interesting narrative which they have fur-

nished, in the report now submitted, of the past and present connection of

our Church with the great Christian work of Foreign Missions.

2. It is highly desirable, that said report be printed, and widely circulated

among the members of our churches ; and also that our pastors present to

their congregations, at the monthly concert of prayer for Foreign Missions,

the facts contained therein, as eminently calculated to induce thankfulness for

that part, which, in the providence of God, we have been permitted to take

in this work in the past, as well as to incite us to more earnest zeal and labor

as to the share which we may be hereafter called to assume in carrying the

Gospel to the ends of the earth.

3. It is desirable, also, that said report be printed in the Appendix to the

Minutes of the General Assembly, so that there may exist, in an offcial

form, a permanent record of the interesting facts which have been thus

brought under the notice of this body;
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The following Overtures or memorials on the subject of Foreign Missions

have been forwarded to this Assembly

:

First. From the Synod of Minnesota, praying the Assembly to decide

such measures as, in their wisdom, may seem fit, for the purpose of secur-

ing a closer ecclesiastical relation of our foreign missionaries with the Gen-

eral Assembly, and of securing also direct reports, from these brethren, to

our Assemblies, Synods, and Presbyteries ; as tending, in the estimation of

the memorialists, to a larger development of the missionary spirit in our

beloved Church.

Second. From the Presbytery of Newark, expressing their unanimous

conviction of the expediency of instructing the Permanent Committee on

Foreign Missions, to concert measures with the Prudential Combiittee of the

A. B. C. F. M., for the formation of Presbyteries on its foreign field, when-

ever such a step may be deemed practicable.

Third. From the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Third, stating, that one of

their members, a missionary in the foreign field, having been recommended

by his Presbytery to propose, to his Presbyterian brethren in the same mis-

sion, that they should form them[22]selves into a Presbytery, declined, with

his brethren, to do so, upon the understanding, that it was the business of

the Prudential Committee of the Board to arrange the ecclesiastical organiza-

tions of missionaries and mission churches in foreign lands ; thereupon pray-

ing the Assembly to consider this subject; and expressing the conviction,

that our churches are deficient in missionary spirit ; that our young men
are not coming forward to off"er themselves as missionaries ;

and that, though

actuated by no sectarian feeling, they are convinced, that a proper missionary

spirit can not be created, or kept alive, without our having, in some way, a

closer relation to our missionaries, and without, in some way, bringing home
to our churches the feeling that this is our own work.

This Overture further reminds the General Assembly, that, after con-

tributing millions of money, we have not a solitary mission church, or but

one, in the entire foreign field ; and respectfully suggests, without venturing

to dictate, that a portion of the foreign field be set apart, to be occupied

exclusively by missionaries of our Church, that every difiiculty in the way
of a homogeneous ecclesiastical organization may be removed.

Fourth. From the Presbytery of Greencastle, recommending to the Gen-

eral Assembly, to secure to our churches the direct control of our ministers

laboring in foreign lands, as to their ecclesiastical relations.

The Assembly, having considered these Overtures and memorials, further

resolve

:

1. That the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United

States have reason to rejoice in God, that they have been permitted to share,

with their brethren of other denominations, the high privilege of bringing

into efficiency the noblest of all the missionary institutions of our country
;

and that, in both funds and men, our churches have supplied so considerable

a proportion of the expenditure, which has been incurred in founding and

sustaining, in the Turkish Empire, in Hindostan, in Ceylon, and elsewhere,

missions and labors which have reflected so bright an honor upon American

Christianity.

2. That we rejoice in the successes, which the Great Head of the Church

continues to vouchsafe to the operations of the American Board, in the

varied and difficult fields, which, in the providence of God, it is called to

occupy ; and fervently desire, that its future career may be " as the shining

light that shineth more and more unto the perfect day."

3. That we deeply sympathize with the Board in its present pecuniary
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embarrassments, and commend the cause of missions, as conducted by it, to

enlarged self-denying liberalities on the part of our churches.

4. That the time has now come, when, in order to a more thorough devel-

opment of that missionary spii'it, which should pervade every portion of the

Christian Church, the prayers of the memorialists, now enumerated, demand
not only consideration, but [23] action. These prayers ask not, in any in-

stance, for a cessation from the co-operative principle in conducting this

work, but simply for a closer connection with it, by means of the formation

of Presbyteries in foreign lands, wherever numbers and circumstances will

allow of such a course. In the judgment of this body, this request consists,

not only with the highest reason, but with the broadest charity ; for the

Assembly cannot forget the fact, that, after long years of connection with

the Foreign Missionary department of evangelistic labor, we have at this

time but one Presbyterian church of our connection in the foreign field.

The Presbyterian Church have had too great a share in laying the founda-

tions of the American Board, and in building up its noble superstructure, to

be willing, except for the most imperative reasons, to sever the tie which binds

them, the one to the other. If they can do so with fidelity to their brethren

abroad, and to their churches at home, the Assembly will joyfully perpetuate

their co-operation with brethren, with whom it has been so long, so honor-

ably, and so successfully associated, in advancing throughout the world the

interests of the Redeemer's kingdom. They will sacrifice everything for

this, but the salvation of souls, and the edification and general prosperity of

that portion of the Church over which the Holy Ghost hath made them
overseers. But the General Assembly record it, as their deliberate judg-

ment, that it is due to the interests of our Church, and to its vital connection

with our foreign work,

1. That it should be distinctly understood, here and abroad, that the

Board, its Prudential Committee, and officers, interpose no obstacles in the

way of the formation of foreign Presbyteries.

2. That the appointments of missionaries should be so disposed, wherever

it is wise and practicable, as to facilitate the formation of such Presbyteries.

3. That there should be a free correspondence of our missionaries with the

Permanent Committee of the General Assembly.

4. That less than this the Assembly cannot declare; because less than

this would not lead our churches to identify themselves with the operations

and successes of the Board, and to manifest that interest and zeal in its

welfjire and prosperity, which are requisite for the perpetuity among our-

selves of the true missionary spirit.

5. That, in recording this their judgment, the General Assembly feel

encouraged by the fact, that the Prudential Committee of the American
Board have frequently professed their desire and purpose, not to interfere

with the ecclesiastical bias of the missionaries, or with the attempt of any

one or more of them to form Presbyteries and Presbyterian churches on

their fields of labor. Accepting these professions in good faith, the Assembly
desire such an understanding with the Board as shall lead to the realization

of all which is sought for, by the before-mentioned Synod and Presbyteries,

and demanded by the convictions of our whole Church.

6. That this General Assembly are further encouraged, by in[24]formation

which has reached them from reliable sources, that our missionary brethren,

in some portions of the work, are directing their thoughts and aims towards

the perpetuation, in foreign countries, of our excellent Presbyterian polity.

7. That it is regarded, by the General Assembly, as both desirable and

important, that our brethren, who are laboring in the foreign field, correspond
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witli the Permanent Committee on the subject of their labors ; and that said

Committee be requested to prepare, from year to year, such a report of our

foreign work as shall be calculated to quicken the zeal of our people, in

prayers and labors for the conversion of the whole world to Christ ; such

report to be submitted to the General Assembly.

8. The General Assembly hereby appoint Rev. Albert Barnes, Rev.

Jonathan F. Stearns, J). D., Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield. D. D., Rev. John
Jenkins, Mr. Matthew W. Baldwin, and Hon. William Strong, a Special

Committee to attend the next meeting of the A. B. C. F. M., to be held in

Philadelphia, on the first Tuesday of October next, for the purpose of con-

veying, to the Board, the Assembly's views as herein expressed, and of con-

ferring with it, or with any Committee which it may appoint, as to the best

mode by which these results may be most wisely and prudently secured ; as

well as to confer, in regard to the localities where our missionaries can be

most conveniently and speedily concentrated.

9. That this report be printed in circular form, and transmitted to each

of our foreign missionaries, with the recommendation to such missionaries,

that they proceed to form themselves into Presbyteries, whenever and
wherever, in their judgment, it is practicable and expedient.

10. That the candidates for the missionary work, going out from our body,

be recommended to give their attention to those fields, where Presbyteries

are or may be formed.

11. The General Assembly hereby empower the Synod of New York and
New Jersey to form and receive foreign Presbyteries, whenever constitution-

ally requested so to do by our foreign missionaries.

The Committee have also had under consideration the report of the Gen-
eral Assembly's Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions, respecting a

certain memorial referred to them by the last General Assembly, signed by
Rev. George Dufiield, D. D., and others, on the desirableness of our insti-

tuting missionary operations in Mexico, and in Central and Southern America
;

also a second memorial, forwarded to this General Assembly by the same
parties, on the same subject; in respect to which,

The Committee respectfully submit the following report, and recommend
its adoption by the General Assembly :

1. That the Assembl}' regard the proposal of the memorialists as entitled

to both consideration and respect.

2. That in the present attitude of our work abroad, it is inexpedient for

this General Assembly to initiate any new and independent foreign missionary

undertaking

:

[25]
Because it is due to our missionary brethren in fields already occupied,

that all our available men be commissioned to those parts of the world, in

which it is deemed important to facilitate the formation of Presbyteries, and
thus to increase the efficiency of particular missions.

3. That it is yet due to the memorialists, and to the important subject

which they thus bring to the notice of the Assembly, that it be held over

for advisement for another year; and. for this purpose, the report of the

Permanent Committee is referred back, together with the present memorial,

to said Committee ; who are hereby requested to reconsider their report, to

make further inquiries respecting the field indicated, and to report to the

next General Assembly.
In relation to the vacancies that occur in the Permanent Committee, it is

respectfully recommended.
That the Rev. Daniel W. Poor, D. D., be appointed to fill the vacancy oc-

casioned by the withdrawal of the Rev. J. Duche Mitchell, D. D., and
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That Messrs. Wm. E. Dodge, Walter S. Griffith, Hon. John L. Mason,
Hon. Edward A. Lambert, and Mr. Joseph N. Tuttle, be appointed to serve
for the next three years, in place of those whose term of service has now
expired.

The unfinished business, viz., the consideration of the report of the Church
Extension Committee, on the subject of Church Erection, was then taken up,
and was under discussion when the hour of adjournment arrived.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Thursday, May 26th, 3 o clock P. 31.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.
The presentation of the reports of the Committees on the Synodical

Records was made the first order for to-morrow.

The unfinished business was then resumed.
The report of the Committee was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Standing Committee on Church Extension beg leave to report, on
such of the subjects referred to them, as relate to the Church Erection
Fund.

The annual report of the Trustees of this Fund contains additional evi-

dence of the wisdom and usefulness of the scheme intrusted to their man-
agement and care, and of the faithfulness with which their trust has been
discharged. Notwithstanding the recent financial revulsions, which have
scattered the property of so many incorporations and private individuals, no
portion of the money placed in their hands has been lost ; and, by the

accumula[26jtion of interest from skilful investments, where it is constantly

at command, it has increased §7684.99.

During the three years that the Fund has been in use, grants have been
made to 119 congregations, to the amount of $42,218, which have secured

to the Church wholly unencumbered property of the value of more than

$300,000.

The term of office, as Trustees, of Eev. Samuel T. Spear, D. D., Eev.
Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D., and Stephen H. Thayer, Esq., expires at this time

;

and the Committee recommend their re-appointment for the coming three

years.

The Trustees of the Church Erection Fund have presented two special

reports, on subjects referred to them by the last General Assembly, the

adoption of both of which is recommended by this Committee.

The first of these special reports relates to three papers : one from the

Presbytery of Harmony, discussing the action of the General Assembly of

1857, on Slavery, and assigning the reasons for the withdrawal of that body
from our ecclesiastical connection ; a second paper from the same Presbytery,

asking for a payment, to it and to the Synod of Kentucky, of what it calls

its " proportional share " of the Church Erection Fund ;
and a third paper,

signed by A. H. H. Boyd, in behalf of a body styled " The United Synod
of the Presbyterian Church," and represented as consisting of the Synods
of Virginia, Tennessee, West Tennessee, and. Mississippi, which it is stated

have withdrawn from our connection ; asking for the payment, to that body,

of the sums allotted to those Synods in the first apportionment of the Church

Erection Fund.
The Trustees of the Church Erection Fund justly remark, in their special

report, that the first paper calls for no action on our part ; and the charter,

by which they are incorporated, explicitly defines " feeble congregations in
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connection with " the " General Assembly " as the only bodies to which their

grants can be made, and these Trustees as the only persons by whom the

Fund, or any portion of it, can be held.

The second special report of the Trustees relates to a proposal, that the

Trustees should appoint agents for the collection of money to assist churches,

in certain cases, beyond the amount allowed by the existing regulations of

the Fund ; and also to a proposal, that these regulations should be so altered,

as to permit appropriations to communities, in special circumstances, where

no church had been organized. The terms of the charter forbid a compli-

ance with the last ; and the repeated and widely-published statements, while

the Church Erection Fund was in the process of collection, that the scheme
was to check, if not arrest, appeals for help in building houses of worship,

dissuade us from acceding to the first.

Various Overtures have been referred to this Committee. The Presbytery

of Iowa City prays, that the Trustees of the Church Erection Fund may
appoint agents for the collection of funds in the cases described in the second

special report ; and the Presby[27]teries of Iowa City, Keokuk, and Knox
pray, that a day may be appointed for a general collection, to assist churches

beyond the amount allowed by the existing regulations of the Church Erec-

tion Fund. The Committee recommend the answer given to these petitions,

in form or substance, in the second special report of the Trustees.

The Presbytery of Iowa City renews the prayer, that gx-ants may be
allowed, in some extraordinary cases, where no church has been yet consti-

tuted ; to which the Committee recommend the reply in the second special

report of the Trustees.

The Presbyteries of "Winona, Iowa City, and Knox pray, that the por-

tions of the Church Erection Fund, allotted to the difierent Synods, may be
paid over to the Synodical Committees for distribution at their discretion

;

and the Presbytery of Kansas prays, that $3000 may be paid over to it, to

be distributed at its discretion ; or, if this be declined, that the money be
remitted to the Synod, to which that Presbytery may be attached, for dis-

tribution at the discretion of the Synodical Committee.
The charter constitutes the Trustees the sole custodians and managers

of the Church Erection Fund ; and the Committee recommend this as the

answer to these petitions of the Presbyteries.

The Synod of Iowa pray, that the Trustees of the Church Erection Fund
may be clothed with discretionary power to grant, to congregations in cities

and large towns, loans as large, if necessary, as $1000 ; and donations as

large, if necessary, as $400.

While it has seemed, to a majority of the Committee, desirable in itself

considered, that appropriations of the amount now named should be allow-

able in certain extraordinary cases, there are too many considerations pre-

senting the proposed alteration as of questionable expediency, and too many
bre'Jaren whose experience and observation of the workings of the schem?
entitle their judgment to respect, clear and decided in their convictions

against it, to justify our venturing upon it at the present time ; and the Com-
mittee cordially agree in recommending that the existing rates of grants be
adhered to, until a further trial shall make it more obvious, whether they
should be retained or changed, and secure greater unanimity in regard to

them.

The Trustees of the Synod of Iowa pray, that $100, with interest from
1855, transmitted, as they state, by mistake, to the Church Erection Fund
of the General Assembly, should be returned to them. It appears, however,
from the records of the Synod of Iowa, that that body sanctioned the act of
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the Chairman of its Church Erection Committee in transmitting the said $100
to the Trustees of the Assembly's Fund, in payment of the assessment made
upon its churches for the purposes of this Fund ; and the Committee, there-

fore, recommend that the Trustees of the Synod of Iowa be referred to the

Synod of Iowa, and to the churches under its care, for the sum they ask of

the Assembly.
The Committee recommend the following apportionment of the [28]

Church Erection Fund for the current year, among the respective Synods

:

per cent.Albany,
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The Rev. John H. A. Bomberger, D. D., the Delegate of the Synod of the
German Reformed Church in the United States, appeared, and his name was
entered on the Roll, after which he addressed the Assembly.
The unfinished business, being the consideration of the report of the

Church Extension Committee, was postponed to hear the report of the Com-
mittee on Mileage. Their report was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Mileage Committee report the following statements and recommenda-
tions :

1. That forty-eight Presbyteries have complied with the regulations of the

Assembly in respect to the Commissioners' Fund, and have paid their full

proportion towards the expenses of the Assembly, at the rate of five cents'

for each of their communicants, viz.

:

Catskill, St. Lawrence, Ithaca, Cayuga, Hudson, Long Island, New York
Third, New York Fourth, Philadelphia Third, Harrisburgh, Erie, Pittsburgh,

Marshall, Washtenaw, Saginaw, Grand River Valley, Portage, Grand River,

Maumee, Scioto, Cincinnati, Dayton, Hamilton, Salem, Madison, Indianapolis,

Green Castle, Crawfordsville, Fort "Wayne, Illinois, Schuyler,Wabash, Ottawa,
Knox, Galena, Chicago, Belvidere, Bloomington, Milwaukee, Fox River,

Columbus, Des Moines, Iowa Cit3^ Keokuk, Dubuque, Dakota, Winona, and
Minnesota: amounting to the sum of $2348.31.

2. That fourteen Presbyteries have contributed to the Contingent Fund,
at the rate of sixty cents or more for each of their ministers, according to

the regulation of the last Assembly, viz.

:

Troy, Utica, Pennsylvania, Ontario, Niagara, Newark, Brooklyn, Wilming-
ton, Philadelphia Fourth, Monroe, Cold Water, St. Joseph, Logansport, and
Alton : amounting to $586.34. Making the whole sum, received by the

Committee, $2934.65.

3. That $651.65 be paid to the Stated Clerk to defray the contingent

expenses, in part, of this Assembly.
4. That, in order to meet the remaining part of the contingent expenses,

it be enjoined on the remaining thirty-seven Presbyteries to pay to the Stated

Clerk at least sixty cents for each of their ministers.

5. That, after deducting the sum to be appropriated to the Contingent
Fund, the balance in the hands of the Committee, $2283, is suflicient to pay
seventy-five per cent, of the necessary traveling expenses of the Commis-
sioners of those Presbyteries which have paid in full, according to the bills

as audited by the Committee. [30]
6. That the rate for the next Assembly be five cents for each communi-

cant ; and that it be earnestly enjoined on all the Presbyteries to contribute

their full share, as thus determined, of the amount needed to defray the

expenses of the next Assembly.
Resolved, That the Mileage Committee be instructed to receive and dis-

tribute at their discretion any moneys which may be placed in their hands
for the relief of cases which may seem to require it.

An invitation was received from a committee of the citizens of Wilming-
ton, to participate in a steamboat excursion on the Delaware River and Bay,
next Monday afternoon. The invitation was accepted, with the thanks of

the Assembly.
The Committee on Leave of Absence reported, that the following per-

sons have been excused from attending the further sessions of the As-
sembly, viz. :

Rev. Eben. B. Chamberlain, of the Presbytery of Grand River.

Hon. William Pennington, " Newark.
Rev. Charles Jerome, " Bufi'alo.
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Elder Elias Hawley, of the Presbytery of Tioga.
" Andrew Jackson, " Trumbull.

Hon. Augustus P. Hascall, " Genesee.

Elder William T. Scott, " Crawfordsville.
" John N. McCord, " Alton.
" Go(^rge S. Piich, " Green Castle.

" William H. Brown, " Chicago.

Pev. Samuel J. White, " Delaware.

Elder James Loudon, " Harrisburgh.
" Edgar G. Barnum, " Franklin.

Hon. M. Lindley Lee, M. D., " Oswego.

Elder Nathaniel C Taylor, " Bath.

Rev. Stephen Vorhis, " Bath.

Hon. John L. Knight, " Fort Wayne.
Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May I'ltli, 3 odock P. 31.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

Eev. Samuel T. Spear, D. P., Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield, P. P., and Stephen

H. Thayer, Esq., were elected Trustees of the Church Erection Fund, to

serve for three years.

The following were elected Trustees of the Presbyterian House : John C.

Farr, Charles S. Wurts, Rev. John Jenkins, Rev. Thomas J. Shepherd, and

Rev. Benjamin J. Wallace. [31]

The unfinished business, being the consideration of the repoi't of the Com-

mittee on Church Extension, was taken up, and discussed until the hour of

adjournment.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 8'} o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, May 2Sth, 8 J o clock A. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The unfinished business haying been postponed, Messrs. James B. Pinneo,

Fisher Howe, and Samuel H. Perkins were elected auditors of the Church

Erection Fund.
The Standing Committee on Education presented their report, which was

accepted, and its consideration was made the order of the day for Monday

next, at 10 o'clock A. M.
The unfinished business was then resumed ; and the report was recom-

mitted, with instructions to report as early as practicable next Monday.

Adjourned, to meet in the lecture-room, at 3 o'clock P. M.

Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, May 28th, 3 o'clock P. M.

The Assembly met in the lecture-room, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Rev. John Jenkins, of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Third, princi-

pal, and the Rev. John McLeod, of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Fourth,

alternate, were appointed Delegates to the Synod of the Presbyterian Church

of Canada, and to the Synod of the United Presbyterian Church in Canada,
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to propose a correspondence with these bodies, and, if agreeable to them, to

arrange the terms on which it shall be conducted.

The report of the Standing Committee on Publication was taken up, and
discussed until the hour for adjournment. The Committee on Leave of

Absence, the adjournment having been postponed, reported that the follow-

ing members have been excused from attendance on the further sessions of

the Assembly

:

Elder George Fleming, of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Third.
" Amos Cleavenger, '• Hamilton.

Eev. Benjamin F. Wile. " North River.
'' William W. Newell, " Onondaga. [32]
" John R. Herrick, " Champlain.

Elder David Williamson, Jr., " Long Island.

" Anthony Green, " Milwaukee.
" Albert Simonds, " Rochester.

Rev. Henry Callahan, " Chenango.
" Joseph F. Tuttle, " Rockaway.
" Charles Hoover, " New York, Third.
" John Bradshaw, " Champlain.

Hon. Charles Williams, " Belvidere.

Elder John Hill, " Rockaway.
" Henry Griffin, " Grand River Yal.
" Frederick Collins, " Schuyler.
" Peter Stewart, " Chicago.
" Lumen W. Capen, " Bloomington.

Adjourned to meet in the church, on Monday next, at 8j o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 30th, 8J- o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met in the church, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The 3Iinutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee, to whom was referred the Overture from the Synod of

the Free Presbyterian church, presented their report, which was adopted,
and is as follows, viz.

:

The Special Committee, to whom was referred a memorial from the Synod
of the Free Presbyterian church, proposing a correspondence with us " on
the subject of an organic union" between us and them, having read and
considered the document and heard the statements of the Synods Delegate,

Rev. A. B. Bradford, respectfully recommend, as the action of this body,
the following, viz.

:

We cordially reciprocate the expressions of fraternal kindness in the

memorial of our brethren. Our position on the subject of Slavery has been
already, as we think, explicitly and fully declared. The past action of the

Assembly is before the world in our published Minutes, and to that we must
refer for a full understanding of our views, and the ground on which as

a body we stand. We are happy to receive into our connection any churches
of the same faith and order with ourselves, who cordially approve our
declared views, and can be harmonious and happy with us as co-laborers in

the great work in which we are engaged.

The Committee also recommend that a Committee, consisting of Rev.
Samuel C. Aiken, D. D., Rev. Henry Kendall, D. D., and the Rev. James
Eells, be appointed, to hold such further correspond[3.3]ence and conference

with the brethren of the Synod, as shall be deemed desirable, and report to

the next General Assembly.
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The unfinished business, being the consideration of the report of the

Committee on Publication, was taken up, and was under discussion until

the time for the order of the day.

The Assembly proceeded to the consideration of the report of the Com-
mittee on Education, which was under discussion when the hour for adjourn-

ment arrived.

Adjourned until 8 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday^ May 30<A, 8 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The unfinished business was resumed, and each speaker, during the

remainder of the .sessions, was limited to five minutes.

The report of the Committee, after amendment, was adopted, and is as

follows

:

The Committee to whom was referred the annual report of the Per-

manent Committee on Education for the Ministry, and various other papers

bearing on the same subject, beg leave respectfully to report

:

That they are happy to note the evidences of increased interest in the

subject of Education in our Church.

The Theological Seminaries have an unusually large number of students

;

they are all securing enlarged endowments for the accommodation and more
thorough instruction of a still greater number ; and there is a prospect that

a new Seminary at the West will be opened, for the instruction of candidates

for the ministry, during the ensuing year.

The Colleges, which are accustomed to furnish our Seminaries with

students, are also in a prosperous condition ; containing a larger number of

young men looking forward to the ministry than u.sual ; and some of them
are also increasing their endowments, which is always a sign of growth.

And we congratulate our Church, that, though three of our pulpits, in

growing and prosperous cities at the West, have recently been made vacant

by the election of their incumbents to the presidency of Colleges, namely

:

Rev. Henry L. Hitchcock, D. D., Eev. Harvey Curtis, D. D., and Rev.

Samuel W. Fisher, D. D., and two of them since the last meeting of the

General Assembly, the institutions themselves, under their auspices, have

entered upon a new career of usefulness, and promise much good in our

Church.
The number of candidates for the ministry has manifestly increased

during the existence of the Assembly's Permanent Committee; and the

difiiculty in meeting their expenses is not because [34] more money is not

raised than heretofore, but because the number of applicants fully keeps

pace with the increase of contributions.

But your Committee would call attention to the fact, that this increase in

candidates and contributions falls far short of the necessities of the Church.

The vital, the primary want of our Church—that which underlies and crip-

ples all our efforts to extend the Church into regions where multitudes are

perishing for lack of the Gospel, is, ministers of the Gospel. Promising

fields of labor are left wholly unoccupied; and others, equally promising

and once occupied, are abandoned to destitution and decay, for want of men
to cultivate them. Our present rate of increase will barely keep up the

supply of our own Church ; but is entirely inadequate to the growth of the

country.

We must not forget, however, that our duties extend to " all the world."

In a sense, more emphatic than ever before, it may now be said, that the
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world is open, and waiting to receive the Gospel. All our missionaries are

calling for assistance
;
and hundreds of millions are now accessible, who,

but a little while since, were wholly beyond the reach of the Gospel. The
Church of Christ is essentially a missionary Church. Our life and strength

depend on our efforts to give the Gospel to " all the world."

The Committee would respectfully ask the Assembly, if the late wide-

spread work of grace, in which so many of our churches have shared, should

not be expected to give a new impetus to the work of ministerial education.

Large numbers of young men have been converted, and a deeper interest is

awakened in the welfare of the world. Shall we not fail of the blessing

that God intended for us, if we do not secure enlarged contributions, and an
increasing number of candidates for the ministry ?

In addition to the annual report of the Permanent Committee, your Com-
mittee have had a prolonged conference with the representatives of the

various local societies in our bounds, in order to secure, if possible, an

adjustment of their operations with the operations of the Permanent Com-
mittee ; and, though the subject is still attended with difficulties, all parties

have been made more fraternal, harmonious, and hopeful.

The Committee, therefore, recommend to the General Assembly the adop-

tion of the following resolutions :

1. That the Assembly has undiminished confidence in the plan for pro-

moting the increase of the ministry, adopted by the Assembly of 1857 ; the

more it is examined, and the better it is understood, the more worthy of con-

fidence does it appear.

2. That, though the Permanent Committee and their Secretai-y have
encountered many embarrassments, in the incipiency of their enterprise, yet,

in the judgment of the Assembly, they are doing a great work; and we
heartily concur with the two x\ssemblies last past, in commending them to

the favor of the churches.

3. That the ultimate result, towards which we should aim, is the universal

adoption of this plan as soon as practicable
;
and that it be commended to

the favorable notice of all our Presbyteries
; [35] and further, that all local

societies within our bounds, whose existence seems necessary for the time

being, be requested, as far as possible, to adjust themselves to it.

4. That, in the judgment of this Assembly, no student ought to receive

from educational funds, a larger appropriation than is contemplated in the

plan of the General Assembly ; and that ministers, and professors in Col-

leges and Seminaries, be requested to discountenance all partiality, and scrup-

ulously adhere to the Assemblys plan in this regard.

5. That, for this purpose, all Presbytei'ies and Colleges and Theological

Seminaries, be requested to send to the Permanent Committee, the names of

all students under their care who receive aid, with the amount apportioned

by them.

6. That, in order to facilitate the connection of the Permanent Committee
with every part of the Church, every Synod be requested to appoint a cor-

responding member, as a medium of communication between the Committee
and the Presbyteries, pastors and churches ; and that, until such appoint-

ments be made, the following persons be requested to serve in their respective

Synods in that capacity, viz.

:

Rev. Eber M. Rollo, of the Synod of Albany,
" William S. Curtis. D. D., " Utica,
" Jonathan B. Condit, D. D., " Onondaga,
" William N. McHarg, " Geneva,
" Julius S. Pattengill, '• Susquehanna,
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Rev. Frank F. Ellinwood, of the Synod of Genesee,
" Asa D. Smith, D. D., •' New York and New Jersey,
" George A. Lyon, D. D., " West Pennsylvania,
" George Duffield, Jr., " Pennsylvania,
" Lucius D. Chapin, " Michigan,
" Henry L. Hitchcock, D. D., " Western Reserve,
" Addison Kingsbury, D. D., " Ohio,
" D. Howe Allen, D. D., " Cincinnati,
" John G. Atterbury, " Lidiana,
" Caleb Mills, LL.D., • Wabash,
" William D. Sanders, " Illinois,

" J. Ambrose Wight, " Peoria,
" S. Granby Specs, " Wisconsin,
" Erastus J. Gillett, D. D., " Iowa,
" Edward D. Noill, '' Minnesota,
" Samuel H. Willey, '• Alta California.

7. That the common mode of raising funds for this cause is, at present, a

necessity; but that the perfection of the work, in the judgment of the As-
sembly, is the endowment of scholarships, held in trust by the Assembly's
Committee under its charter; and that any thing short of this is liable

to aifect injuriously the churches and the young men who receive their

benefactions.

8. That we cannot disguise the fact, that no plans or rules can [36] com-
pensate for the want of a livelier interest on this subject in all our churches

—which interest would obviate all our difficulties, and silence all complaints

in all parts of the Church.

9. That the Permanent Committee be requested to appeal to the churches,

to make immediate and special efforts to replenish the general treasury for

Education ; and that they be urged to contribute both for present exigencies

and wants, and, also, for a permanent endowment, that the support of appli-

cants may not depend on the scanty and uncertain contributions of the Church,

10. That it is the opinion of this Assembly, that $35,000, w^iich is but

little more than twenty-five cents for each member of our churches, is the

very least amount that cur Church, or its members, ought to be content to

raise for this cause during the coming year ; and we recommend that this

Assembly—all our ministers, elders, and private members—give their hands

to this cause with new energy, and more fervent supplications that the Lord

would " send forth " more " laborers into his harvest ;" for " the harvest truly

is plenteous, but the laborers are few."

11. To this end, we recommend to the Permanent Committee, that they

secure, if possible, from time to time, the publication, in our religious news-

papers, of such statistics and statements on the subject, as shall keep it

before the churches ; and, also, if the way be open, secure, through the

Publication Committee, the publication of some appropriate work, to be put

into the hands of pious parents and pious young men.

12. The Committee recommend the election of the following persons as

members of the Permanent Committee, to serve for three years

:

Rev. A. Augustus Wood, D. D., Rev. Walter Clarke, D. D., Walter S.

Griffith, William E. Dodge, Jr., and Alfred C. Post, M. D. ; also, to serve for

two years, in the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of William A. Booth,

Rev. Robert R. Booth ; and to serve for one year, in the vacancy occasioned

by the resignation of Rev. William Hogarth, Hon. Cyrus P. Smith.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 8i o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.
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Tuesday, May 31s#, 8* o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened witli prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the hist session were read and approved.

The unfinished business, being the consideration of the report of the

Standing Committee on Publication, was resumed. A resolution, relative to

the use of the " Church Melodies " in social meetings, together with a recom-

mendation of the Standing Com[37]mittee in reference to the preparation of

a Hymn and Tune Book for such meetings, was referred to the Permanent
Committee on Publication.

The report, having been amended, was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Standing Committee on Publication respectfully present to the G-en-

eral Assembly the following report on the several subjects referred to them.

These are: (1.) The annual report of the Trustees of the Presbyterian

House. (2.) A resolution to the eff'ect, that the annual reports of the Per-

manent Committees be published in yearly volumes in uniform style. (3.) A
communication from Rev. George Duffield, D. D., Chairman of the Committee
appointed by the Assembly of 185G to arrange the Book of Psalms for pur-

poses of chanting. (4.) The annual report of the Permanent Publication

Committee.
The first of these consists of the reports of the Secretary, Rev. Benjamin

J. Wallace ; of the late Treasurer, Edward S. Whelan
; and of the present

Treasurer, John C. Farr, for the year ending May 1st, 1859.

The reports of the Treasurers are duly audited. The report of the Secre-

tary states, in substance, that the title-deeds of the Presbyterian House are

now in the hands of the Permanent Trustees, and that there is a balance in

the Treasurer's hands of $524.47. He also states that the term of service

of John C. Farr, Charles S. Wurts, Rev. John Patton, Rev. Thomas J.

Shepherd, and Rev. Benjamin J. Wallace, expires with the meeting of this

Assembly.
Your Committee recommend the re-appointment of these individuals for

another term
;
that the proceedings of the Trustees, as detailed in the Secre-

tary's report, be approved ; and that the Assembly express to them their

high gratification at the results achieved thus far, and their hearty thanks
for the good service they are rendering our beloved Zion.

In regard to the Publication of the annual reports, we would state, that

each Permanent Committee now publishes and circulates, to a considerable

extent, its own report, and bears the expense ; that our religious weeklies
insert synopses of them free of charge

; and that the only satisfactory

change, at present practicable or desirable, seems to be, that the several

Committees, each bearing its own expense as now, intrust the printing of
their report to the Publication Committee ; and that the latter print them
in uniform style, with their own imprimatur. The reports will then be in

shape, both for easy circulation, and also for binding and preservation. This
change in the publication of the annual reports of our Permanent Committees
we recommend.

In reference to the communication of Rev. George Duffield, D. D,, the

Committee find themselves embarrassed, from the fact, [38] that the report

of the Committee presented in 1857 is not before them. They, therefore,

beg leave to refer this matter to the discretion of the Permanent Committee
on Publication.

With the proceedings of the Permanent Committee on Publication, as

detailed in the report of their Secretary, Rev. John W. Dulles, this Com-
mittee feel that the Assembly have every reason to be gratified.
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The trust committed to them is one of immense importance and magni-
tude. As a means of denominational development and growth, of home
evangelization, and even of aggressive missionary movements through the

world, the press is second only to the pulpit. Just in proportion to the

advance of the world in intelligence, will the importance of the press, as a

means of evangelization, be enhanced.

The Christian denomination which, in our day, neglects to employ this

agency, is unfaithful to her trust. And the Church that employs it par-

tially, irresolutely, with divided counsels, and half a heart, is so far forth in

the same condemnation.

The Permanent Committee on Publication seem properly to appreciate

their trust. Considering the small means put into their hands, they have
done well and nobly.

They have materially diminished the indebtedness with which they com-
menced the year.

They now present us with a completed Psalm and Hymn Book, the prop-

erty of this Assembly, and a work pronounced, by competent judges, to be

the best extant.

The Book of Tunes, which the Assembly of 1857 directed them to pre-

pare, will be ready next autumn. We have every reason to suppose that it

will be a fit companion for the Psalm and Hymn Book.

Thus our denomination will, in a few months, possess that great desider-

atum—the means of uniformity in public praise. This your Committee

deem only less important than a uniform Confession of Faith, or a uniform

system of Church polity.

The Permanent Committee have also is.sued several new and valuable

tracts. We would especially commend No. 5, of the first series—" Presby-

terianism Explained." It is remarkably readable and clear, and, if properly

circulated, will do much towards commending our polity to thinking minds.

Our chief vantage ground over other evangelical denominations lies in our

polity. We should set it before the world accurately, prominently, and

widely.

Several practical works by an English writer, and a select Sabbath-school

library of thirty volumes, are among the issues of the year.

Though last named, yet by no means least in importance, is " The Amer-
ican Presbyterian Almanac," which is doing our cause great service. They
recommend a much larger issue for the coming year, and that no pains, or

reasonable expense, be spared to make it at least equal to any kindred

publication. [39]

The publication of that much-needed work, " The Digest of the Acts of

the General Assembly," is delayed for want of funds.

The receipts of the Permanent Committee on Publication demand heedful

attendance.

Though much more encouraging than the year previous, we are compelled

to say that they bear no suitable proportion to the ability of the denomina-

tion, or the magnitude and importance of the cause.

Of the $16,000 which the last Assembly recommended to be raised, more

than $7000 are yet behind. Our churches do not seem to realize that some-

. thing like an endowment fund is needed, in order properly und economically

to initiate this great publication enterprise ; that annual collections will be

needed, until this point of endowment is reached, and even after, if we would

give the Committee ability to make grants of publications, and to put on

foot suitable agencies for circulation. The impression, which seems to have

obtained in some quarters, that the $16,000 asked for, last year, was all that
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would be required, is entirely erroneous. The Permanent Committee meant
to say, that that sum would enable them to meet certain pressing existing

obligations, and to commence in a small way their great work. But they did

not intend to intimate, that any such sum was all that the exigencies of the

case would ever demand. With all our general benevolence, we are still too

prone to withhold the means which are absolutely necessary to conduct and
sustain our own institutions.

We, therefore, recommend: (1.) That it be urged upon those portions of

our Church, which have as yet done nothing towards raising the S1G,000

recommended by the last Assembly, to show their diligence in this good
work during the month of June next, or as soon thereafter as practicable.

(2.) That it be enjoined upon all our churches, to make an annual collec-

tion for the Publication cause in the month of October.

(3.) That all churches making this annual collection be permitted, if they

so elect, to order for their own use any publications of the Committee, to the

amount of one-half their respective collections.

The ad9ption of these resolutions will not only put money into the Treas-

ury of our Publication Committee, but will, also, do much to promote the

circulation of our publications.

Further : we think that this Assembly should specially urge upon our

pastors and elders the duty, the privilege, and the great advantage of placing

our own publications in our families and Sabbath-school libraries.

In the great work of Christian education and spiritual training to which

we are called, we should give the preference to our own pulpit and our own
press. We should see that the two speak in unison ; and that the teachings

of the press confirm and fortify the utterances of the pulpit.

We recommend the re-appointment of Eev. Samuel H. Gridley, D. D.,

Piev. Samuel T. Spear, D. D., Rev. William E. Moore, Rev. [40] George
Duffield, Jr. ; and Rev. Henry Darling, whose term of service expires with

this session of the Assembly.

We also recommend as the preacher for the next Assembly, Rev. Samuel
M. Hopkins, D. P., principal, and Rev. J. Ambrose Wight, alternate.

The Standing Committee on Church Extension presented their amended
report, which was accepted ; and, pending the discussion on its adoption, the

Assembly adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday, May 31 sf, 3 o clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

Permission was granted to the Commissioner of the Presbytery of Keokuk
to withdraw the papers pertaining to the case of James H. Shields.

The unfinished business was then taken up ; and the report was adopted,

and is as follows

:

The Committee on Church Extension beg leave to report on the papers

referred to them relating to Church Extension.

The annual report of the Permanent Committee impresses us, more deeply

than ever, with the indispensableness and vast importance of the work with

which they arc charged ; and contains gratifjang evidence of its enlargement,

and of the rapidly growing interest that is enlisted in it. The contributions

to their Treasury are seventy per cent, in advance of those of the previous

year, and two hundred and fifty per cent, in advance of those of the year
prior to that ; and, while the missionaries and exploring agents employed
have been considerably multiplied, the openings and calls for the service they
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perform, urgently demanding immediate attention, far exceed the means in

the hands of the Committee, and earnestly appeal to our churches, to place

this cause on a par with the most prominent objects of their pecuniary benev-

olence. Our own country is the field for which American Christians are

especially responsible, and for which they should feci especially concerned, in

fulfilling the command to evangelize the world ; and the teaching of the

Gospel, by the living pastor and preacher, is the chief instrumentality by
which the duty is to be discharged. The denomination of Christians, repre-

sented by this General Assembly, has hitherto principally employed the

American Home Missionary Society, as its agency for the prosecution of

domestic missions. The organization, from which that Society proceeded,

was formed in the bounds, and by the members, of our Church ; and its

origin, and the capital of various kinds which it has accumulated, make it

impossible, as a matter of feeling, of in[41]terest, and of justice, that we
should abandon 'it to those whom we have received as partners in it. AVe
can leave it, only on the dissolution of the firm, and the setting up of its

members in new establishments. But, while this is true, the number and
magnitude of the eases, for which the American Home Missionary Society

cannot or does not provide, make it imperative upon us, largely to swell our

contributions to the Church Extension scheme, so that its operations may
correspond to the demands upon it, without the incurring of a farthing of

debt. The purpose of the Permanent Committee, to equalize their appropri-

ations and receipts, deserves cordial approbation ; and the Standing Com-
mittee respectfully propose that the Assembly should be understood as

recognizing this principle, for the guidance of the Permanent Committee, in

complying with the recommendations made in a subsequent part of this

report.

So important are all the departments of labor assigned to the Permanent
Committee, that it is almost impossible to give the precedence to either.

The Standing Committee, however, have been particularly impressed with

the necessity and value of the work of exploring new and destitute fields,

and organizing churches on them. It cannot be dispensed with. To neglect

or inefficiently conduct it, is unfaithfulness to our trust. Its results are im-

mediate, as well as abundant and large. An exploring agent, for example,

entered Kansas, about six months since, and during the sessions of this

Assembly we have received the Presbytery of Kansas into our connection.

The Committee recommend that this branch of the Church Extension work

be prosecuted with quickened energy and zeal ; and they would designate

Nebraska, California, and Oregon, as fields for which exploring agents should

be commissioned forthwith, if the requisite funds can be procured. The
peculiar circumstances of Missouri commend it to us. The fast inci'easing

portion of its people, in sympathy with the spirit of our Church, and accord-

ant with its position on matters of controlling movement and interest, makes
the summons irresistible to help her. The near approach of the settlement

of titles to land in California, the dubiousness of which has thus far hindered

Church Extension there, by hindering Church Erection, opens the way for

our building fund, and so gives a free course for the advancement of our

Church ; while the geographical position and natural resources of Nebraska

and Oregon, render certain the gathering of a vast population, the laying of

the foundations of society there is a work in which love to God and man
requires us to take part.

The Committee propose Eev. Albert Barnes, Eev. Henry Darling, F.ev.

Jonathan F. Stearns, D. P., John A. Brown, and Hon. William Pennington,

to fill vacancies occasioned by the expiration at this time of terms of office in
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the membership of the Permanent Committee ;
and Rev. Thomas H. Skinner,

D. D., to take the place of Rev. William Adams, D. D., who has resigned.

Several Overtures, also, have been placed in the hands of the Com-

mittee. [-1-]

The Presbytery of Dakota prays the General Assembly to send mission-

aries to the Southern States, to establish churches ; and to instruct the mis-

sionaries not to receive slaveholders to the Church, until the sin of slave-

holding shall have been renounced. The Committee recommend that the

Presbytery be respectfully referred to the Permanent Committee.

The Presbyteries of iVlton, Bloomington, and Chicago, complain of the

action of the American Home Missionary Society, in withholding appropria-

tions from churches connected with Presbyteries that employ exploring agents

without the commission of the American Home Missionary Society
;
and

from such as are connected with Presbyteries, the churches of which do not

contribute, to the full measure of their ability, to the Treasury of the Ameri-

can Home Missionary Society. The following resolutions of the Executive

Committee of the American Home Missionary Society have been published

in a letter from the pen of one of the Secretaries

:

" A communication having been received by the Presbytery of Alton,

inclosing a minute adopted by that body at its late meeting, in refereuce to

the terms of co-operation
;

" Resolved, I. That the Presbytery be informed that the following princi-

ples govern the Society in co-operating with auxiliaries and ecclesiastical

bodies, and this Committee will be happy to co-operate with the Presbytery

on the same terms, viz.

:

" 1st. That the missionaries laboring within the bounds of an auxiliary,

or ecclesiastical body, be commissioned by this Society, and be governed in

their labors by its principles.

" 2d. That the funds raised on the field be applied to cancel the pledges

contained in the commissions, and be acknowledged by the Society as con-

tributed to its treasury.
" 3d. That the churches on the field co-operate cordially with the Society

in the raising of funds, and contribute yearly to its treasury, according to

the full measure of their ability.

" Resolved, II. That this Committee continue to regard the work of ex-

ploring and occupying new fields of labor, as one of great importance ; and,

by sustaining general exploring agents, and other itinerant laborers, having

missionary circuits, more or less extensive, as circumstances may require,

they are enabled to reach every portion of the field, and carry forward with

hai'mony and efficiency every department of the missionary work."

The General Assembly can never approve of these resolutions, if they are

to be interpreted as,

1. Denying the right of our Presbyteries, in our present relations to the

American Home Missionary Society, to appoint, solely on their own author-

ity, one or more exploring missionaries within their bounds ;
or as,

2. Asserting it as a sufficient reason why the Society should withhold aid

from the feeble churches of a Presbytery, that other churches of such I'res-

bytery contribute the whole, or a portion, of their Home Missionary Funds
elsewhere than to the treasui-y of that Society. [43]

Churches, in the condition of those just referred to, ought not to be left

to suffer, and perhaps to perish; and, with a view to them, and also to

churches situated like those in Missouri, the powers and duties of the Church

Extension Committee ought to be expanded. It has hitherto devolved upon

them : 1. To employ agents for purposes of exploration ;
2. To aid churches
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in the chartered limits of cities and large towns ; 3. To plant Presbyterian

churches in places where sister denominations had not previously occupied

the ground ;
and 4. To answer applications that require prompt and imme-

diate replies, and that will not admit of the delay incident to requests pre-

ferred in other directions.

In view of the new classes of exceptional cases to which they have re-

ferred, the Committee recommend, that the province of the Permanent Com-
mittee be still further enlarged, so that they may be authorized to provide

for churches, that can receive adequate aid from no other source. And to

meet the increased draft, that must thus be made upon their treasury, it is

desirable that additional force should be given to their agency for collecting

funds.

The report of the Committee of Conference with the American Home
Missionary Society has been referi'ed to this Committee, and the following

preamble and resolution are recommended for the adoption of the General

Assembly

:

W/iereas, The Presbyterian Church in the United States of America,

represented in this General Assembly, has hitherto prosecuted the work of

domestic missions, principally through the agency of the American Home
Missionary Society ; and rchereas complaints have been made to the General

Assembly, from year to year, and with increasing earnestness, of the mode
in which that agency has been conducted, particularly in the Western and

North-western States and Territories
;
Therefore,

Resolved, That a Commission of the General Assembly is hereby raised,

consisting of Rev. Jonathan F. Stearns, D. D., Eev. A. Augustus Wood,

D. D., Rev. Philemon H. Fowler, J). J)., Rev. Thomas Brainerd, D. D., Rev.

Robert W. Patterson, J). D., Rev. Harvey Curtis, D. D.,Rev. D. Howe Allen,

D. D., Jesse W. Benedict, Esq., Mr. Norman White, Mr. James B. Pinneo,

and Hon. William Jessup, (any four of them at a meeting properly called to

constitute a quorum ;) to ascertain, by a thorough investigation, the facts in

the case ; and to procure such other information as may be in their power,

relating to the history of our connection with the work of Home Missions,

and our present relations to it ; also, to learn the principles and modes of the

administration of the American Home IMissionary Society over the entire

field of its operations ; and to submit the whole, well authenticated, to the

next General Assembly.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported

No. 1. A petition from the Presbyterian church of Bainbridge, Ind., ask-

ing for a transfer of relation from the Presbytery of Crawfordsville to the

Presbytery of Green Castle. [44]

It lias been ascertained, by the Committee, that the church of Bainbridge

has failed to confer with the Presbytery with which it is connected, on the

subject of this petition to the Assembly. They have also learned from a

member of the Presbytery, that such a conference, together with further

consideration of all the circumstances, may change the feelings which have

induced this petition. The Committee, therefore, recommend that the peti-

tioners be advised to confer with their Presbytery on the subject, and that

the transfer of their ecclesiastical relation be postponed, at least, for one

year.

No. 2. On the adjustment of the Roll. The Committee recommend that

the Synod of Mississippi, having notified the Assembly of their withdrawal

from our connection, be stricken from the Roll.

The Committee further state, that they have information that the Synod

of Kentucky has been dissolved ; and that the Synods of East and West
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Tennessee have abjured the jurisdiction of the Assembly, and formally con-

nected themselves with another ecclesiastical body
;
and we would, therefore,

recommend that these Synods be stricken from the Roll.

The Committee further state, that, though the Synod of Virginia has
formally withdrawn, and the Synod of Missouri assumed an independent
position in reference to this Assembly, still there is evidence to believe, that

there are many brethren, and even Presbyteries, in the bounds of these Synods,
who sympathize with us, and who desire, in due time, to resume their connec-

tion with us ; we, therefore, advise that the names of these Synods be re-

tained, until these brethren have determined upon the relation they desire

to occupy.

No. 3. An Overture from the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Third, on the

demission of the ministry.

The Committee recommend the appointment of a Committee consisting

of Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D., Rev. Henry B. Smith, D. D., and Mr.
"Walter S. Griffith, to consider the subject, and report to the next General
Assembly.

No. 4. An Overture from the Presbytery of New York, Fourth, on amend-
ing the Book of Discipline.

In the opinion of the Committee, the Book of Discipline, especially in

relation to some of the points submitted in the Overture, might be improved.
It is their judgment, however, that the inconvenience to the Church, arising

from the imperfections contemplated, is not so great, as to render it expedient
for the General Assembly to attempt any revision at the present time. The
Committee are constrained to regard other que.stions and principles, bearing

on the present peace, and the prospective influence and usefulness of our
branch of the Presbyterian church, as more important; the proper adjust-

ment of which must require the concentrated wisdom of the General As-
sembly. Until these are finally and permanently settled, their discussion

will require too much of the time and care of subsequent Assemblies,, to

allow sufficient space for the due consideration of changes in our Book of
Discipline. [45]

Urged, therefore, by the conviction that the object prayed for is so grave
as to require consideration, which our Chiirch is not now in the best position

to give it, your Committee beg to recommend, that the appointment of a

committee to submit to the General Assembly revisions of the Book of
Discipline be indefinitely postponed.

No. 5. On the action of the Synod of Geneva and the Presbytery of Ithaca
in the transfer of a church from one Presbytery to another, the Committee
judge that the matter does not come before them in due form for any action

by this body.

The report of the Committee on each of these subjects was adopted.
They also made a report on the report of the Committee on Formulas

;

also on the case of persons who are members of the Church and wish to

renounce their covenant vows ; and their report on these subjects was
placed on the docket.

The Committee on the Narrative of the State of Religion presented their

report, which was adopted, and ordered to be published in the Appendix to

the Minutes.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported paper No. 5, a memorial
on Slavery, from the Pre.sbytei'y of Kansas. The Committee recommend
no further action on the subject.

No. 6. A petition signed by C. Van Rensselaer, Benj. J. Wallace, and
Geo. H. Stuart, asking a recommendation of a collection for the Presbyterian
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Historical Society. The Committee 'concur in the recommendation. The
report was adopted.

A communication was received from the Delegate of the General Associa-

tion of Connecticut, and read to the Assembly.
The Committee, to which was referred the paper on the subject of Lay

Agency, presented a report which was adopted, and is as follows :

The Committee, appointed to consider the Overture of the Presbytery
of Philadelphia, Fourth, inquiring as to the expediency of organizing a lay

agency in the work of evangelization, beg leave, respectfully, to report

:

They have taken the inquiry presented in the Overture under careful con-

sideration, and are of the unanimous opinion, that no such organization is

needed by the Church as is therein suggested. In declaring this opinion,

they would not be understood as disparaging in any way the importance of

lay efforts in advancing the Gospel. It is one of the cardinal doctrines of

Protestants, that the proper sanctification and efficiency of the Church de-

pends, in a large degree, on the constant exercise of all the natural talents

and .spiritual gifts of its members in the service of the Lord. Believing,

though we do, in the divine appointment of a specially trained and ordained

ministry, we do by no means confine to it the blessed work of bearing witness

for Christ, by words and ex[46]ample. The divine word makes it the duty
of every believer to let his light shine, and the savor of his salt be diffused

;

and so to contribute, according to his ability, unto the edification of the

Church, and the saving of souls. This duty can never be too earnestly

enforced and carried out. Its faithful observance is the very life of the

Church, and the administrative skill of a minister and session is nowhere
more signally shown, than in the means which they employ to bring every

church member under their care to realize and carry out the obligation. But,

in order to this, your Committee believe, that no new ecclesiastical provision

is required. Indeed it is to be feared, that such provision would hinder

rather than promote the good sought. The excellence of lay agency con-

sists very largely in its voluntary character. It tells upon the people,

because it is the free out-going of earnest and irrepressible sentiments

and convictions, and because it is neither commissioned nor rewarded by
man. We rob it of its peculiar power and efficiency, when we render it

perfunctory. Very undesirable is it. therefore, to change its character, and

convert it into a second-rate ministry, liable to assert pretentions for which
it is not qualified. The history of the Church, in times past, too clearly

sets forth the evils arising from the creation of such an order, for us to

venture on the renewal of the measure.

Accordingly your Committee recommend that no action be taken by the

Assembly in the matter proposed ; excepting.

1. To declare it, as our unanimous judgment, that the liberty conceded,

by our excellent polity, for the free exercise of all spiritual gifts in an orderly

manner, renders the organization of any lay agencies superfluous.

2. To urge on all pastors and sessions, that they exert themselves, in all

suitable ways, for the development, the employment and direction of all the

lay talent existing in their churches, unto the upbuilding of the Redeemer's

kingdom, and the glory of his name.

The Rev. Messrs. John Jenkins, Thomas J. Shepherd, and Benjamin J.

Wa,llace, with Messrs. John C. Farr, and Charles S. Wurts, were chosen

Trustees of the Presbyterian House.

The following resohitions were adopted :

Resolved, That the thanks of this General Assembly be presented to the

respective railroad companies, who have kindly consented to a reduction of
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their ordinary fare, in favor of the Commissioners and others, who have heen

in attendance on the sessions of this Assembly.

Also, to the citizens of Wilmington, whose large-hearted hospitality has

been so generously extended to the Assembly, and rendered their sojourn so

pleasant and so gratefully memorable, with the assurance of the fervent

prayer of the Assembly, that they and tlieirs may be abundantly '' recom-

pensed in the resurrection of the just."

Also, to the Committee of Arrangements, for their promptness [47] and
assiduity, in providing for the convenience and comfort of their numerous
visitors on this occasion.

Also, to the Trustees of the Central Presbyterian churchy for the use of

their beautiful house of worship, and its ample accommodations.

Also, to the choirs of the two Presbyterian churches, for their appropriate

and excellent services during the sessions.

Also, to the editor of the Daily Journal and Statesman^ for his enterprise

in reporting, from day to day, the proceedings of the xlssembly.

Also, to the Rev. John W. Mears, for the able and correct manner in

which he furnished that paper with the report of the proceedings.

Also, to the Moderator, the Rev. Robert W. Patterson, D. 1)., for the

admiral)le manner in which he has presided over the Assembly ; and for the

Christian courtesy which he has constantly extended to the Commissioners.

Also, that the Assembly appreciate and acknowledge the courtesy of the

citizens of Wilmington, as shown in the steamboat excursion of yesterday,

on their beautiful river and bay.

Adjourned until 7 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday^ May ^Ist, 7 ocloch P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The report of the Committee to nominate Delegates to Corresponding
Bodies, was taken up, adopted, and is as follows : to the

1. General Assembly of tlie Cundterland Presbyterian ChnrcJi—Rev. E.

Perkins Pratt, D. D., principal ; and Rev. William H. McCarer, alternate.

2. General Assetubly of the United Preshyferiein Chnrch rjf A'orth America
—Rev. James Eells, principal ; and Rev. W. Wallace Atterbury, alternate.

3. Generrd Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America
—Rev. David Murdock, D. D., principal ; and Rev. Joseph F. Tuttle,

alternate.

4. iSynenl of the German Reformed Chnrch in the United States—Rev.
George A. Lyon, D. D., principal ; and Walter S. Drysdale, alternate.

5. General Assrjciation of Massachusetts—Rev. Philemon H. Fowler, D. D.,

principal ; and Rev. Samuel M. Hopkins, D. D., alternate.

(\ General Association of Connecticut—Rev. Thomas Brainerd, D. D.,

principal ; and Rev. William E. Knox, alternate.

7. Generrd Assejciation of New Hampshire—Rev. Jonathan F. Stearns,

D. D., principal ; and Rev. Henry N. Millerd, alternate.

8. Gencrcd Conference of Maine—Rev. George F. Wiswell, principal ; and
Rev. Thomas S. Hastings, alternate. [48]

9. General Convention of Vermont—Rev. Selden Haines, principal ; and
Rev. R. Richard Kirk, alternate.

10. Presbyterian and Conr/regational Convention of Wisconsin—Rev. Henry
B. Holmes, principal ; and Rev. Arthur Swazy, alternate.

The report of the Committee on a Formula of Doctrine, was then taken
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up; whereupon it was resolved, that the formula of doctrine, etc., be referred

to the Permanent Committee on Publication
;
and that a sufficient number

of copies be sent down to the Presbyteries with the request, that they
express their views on the subject, and report to the next General Assembly.

The report of the Counnittee on the case of Delinquent Church Members
was taken up. and it was resolved, in accordance with their recommendation,
that the provisions of the Book of Discipline are all that is needed.

The Committee on 3Iileage offered a supplemental i*eport, which was
adopted, as follows

:

The Mileage Committee report that they have attended to the supple-

mentary duties assigned to them by the Assembly, viz. : To receive any
funds that should be placed in their hands, to meet such cases of hardship

as seemed to require relief; and that, in accordance with such provision, the

Committee have received from the Presbyteries of Utica, Lyons, Phila-

delphia Fourth, Brooklyn, and Geneva, and from sundry individuals,

S184.08.
And that from thi.< fund, the Committee have met, to the satisfaction of

every applicant, the demand which his case seemed to require ; the amount
thus disbursed is SI 28.50, leaving a balance in the hands of the Committee
of $55.58. And they recommend that the balance (855.58) be placed in

the hands of the Stated Clerk, for the Contingent Fund of the General

As.sembly.

The Rev. George C. Curtis, the Delegate to the Evangelical Lutheran
Church, made a report, which was accepted and ordered to be published in

the Appendix to the Minutes.

Rexohcd, That it be recommended to the churches to take up a collection

for the treasury of the Church Extension Committee at their earliest con-

venience.

Resolved, That it is inexpedient for the Assembly to proceed to the elec-

tion of Trustees of the General Assembly, and of Directors of the Theolog-

ical Sen)inaries, for the present year.

The Permanent Committee on Home Missions were re-appointed and in-

structed to arrange themselves into classes for one, two, and three years.

The Standing Committee on Education presented a report in relation to the

[ngham University, which was adopted, and is as follows:

The Assembly take pleasure in acknowledging the receipt, from the Chan-

cellor of the Ingham University, of an account of its continued prosperity

:

and commend it to the patronage of the Christian public. [49]
The Committee on Leave of Absence reported, that the following Com-

missioners had been excused from further attendance on the sessions of the

Assembly

:

Rev. Levi P. Crawford, of the Presbytery of Ottawa.
" James R. Dunn, " " Bloomington.
" Samuel Lee, " " Portage.
" J. Jerome Ward, " " Niagara.

Hon. John 0. Cole, " " Albany.

Elder Elijah Bemis, " " Huron.

Rev. Alfred Bryant, " " Kalamazoo.
« James C. JEgbert, " " New York, Third.

" Edwin S. Wright, " " Buffalo.

«' Sanford R. Bissell, " " Fort Wayne.
" Franklin Maginnis, " " Cleveland.
" Thomas S. Milligan, " " Green Castle.

Elder William D. Moore, " " Des Moines.
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Elder Walter S. Griffith, of the Presbytery of Brooklyn.

Rev. Eber M. Rollo, " •' Albany.
" Philip S. Cleland, " '' Indianapolis.

Elder Philander H. Roots, " "

Rev. Edwards A. Beach, " " Pataskala.

Elder Matthew Newkirk, " "

Rev. John Jenkins, " " Philadelphia, Third.

The Standing Committees severally reported, that they had no further

business in hand, and were discharged.

Resolved, That the Minutes of the Assembly, with the usual Appendix,

and the reports of the Treasurers of the Permanent Committees, be printed

under the direction of the Stated Clerk.

The janitor's bill, the bills for printing and stationery, the traveling ex-

penses of the Delegates to New Hampshire, Wisconsin, the Lutheran Synod,

and the Reformed Presbyterian Synod, with the salaries and traveling expenses

of the Stated and Permanent Clerks, and the ti'aveling expenses of the Mod-
erator of the last Assembly, were ordered to be paid.

A claim for traveling expenses, in attendance on one of the committees of

the Assembly, was referred to the Stated Clerk, with instructions to be gov-

erned by the usage in such cases.

The Rev. M. L. P. Thompson, D. D., was appointed a Delegate, on his

own charges, to the next General Assembly of the Free Church of Scot-

land.

The Roll was called, and the following Commissioners were found absent

without leave

:

Ministers—R. Richard Kirk, Edward Lord, Samuel H. Gridley, D. D.,

Charles Wadsworth, Daniel C. Houghton, D. D., Robert R. Booth, Bela

Fancher, Lucius D. Chapin, Henr}- H. Northrop, William M. Ferry, James
Eells, George A. Adams, Benjamin P. Aydelotte, D. D., Jeremiah P. E.

Kumler, and Peter S. Van Nest.

Elders—Charles H. Metcalf, Thomas Potter, Alexander Whilldin, Joseph
Francis, James M. Moorhead, Ninian Irwin, Thomas [50] Wood. Ebenezer
B. Dewey, Truman P. Handy, Sylvanus Hatch. Joseph Riggs, and Robert

G. Yonge.
The Minutes of the session were read and approved.

The business of the Assembly having been finished, and the vote having
been taken for the dissolving of the Assembly, the Moderator, with prayer

and the apostolic benediction, declared the Assembly dissolved, and required

another General Assembly, chosen in the same manner, to meet in the Third
Presbyterian church, in the city of Pittsburgh, Pa., on the third Thursday
of May, 1860, at 11 o'clock A. M.

HENRY KENDALL, Permanent Clerk, pro tern.

Wilmington, Del., May Zlst, 1859.

APPENDIX.
ANNUAL NARRATIVE

Op the State of Religion within the Bounds op the Presbyterian
Church in the United States op America, May, 1859.

Assuming that a Narrative should be a condensed and brief statement of

facts, rather than a rhetorical dissertatian, your Committee have endeavored
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to arrange, in as simple a manner as possible, the principal items contained
in the accounts of those Presbyteries which have made any report : these
are only sixty-five in number, or about two-thirds of the Presbyteries now
in our connection—a fact to be noted at the beginning, as indicating a
lamentable want of interest in one very important department of duty.

That which is most prominent in all the reports, as might be expected, is

the history of the more abiding results of the great revival, an account of
which formed the burden of the Narrative last year—a history most cheer-

ing and hopeful. Yet another fact, scarcely less generally mentioned, is,

that the blessing, which last year descended especially upon our cities and
large towns, has this year visited, to a very considerable degree, our country
churches, manifesting the same peculiarities which were so marked in its pre-

vious influence. Taking the two years together, therefore, we may record,

with profound gratitude to God, the display of his grace with unprecedented
power over our whole Church

;
in which city and country alike rejoice, and

the full effects of which will be known only when time shall end.

With these general statements we will proceed to speak of some things
which should be more particularly noticed.

I. Items which Excite Gratitude and Hope.

1. There has been an elevated level of piety in our churches.

This might have been anticipated from the character of the w'ork of grace

which we have experienced. There was little of that excitement that must
have reaction

;
but the new feeling seems rather like the lifting to the sur-

face of an island, which had been long forming beneath the waters and has

a rock foundation to the very bottom. This higher level appears, in the

continued interest of a much larger number in the social meetings of the

Church ; in the increased, and, in many cases, new eflbrts put forth for the

salvation of souls, especially in personal visitation, mission prayer-meetings,

and Sunday-schools ; and in the fre({uently expressed longing of Christians

for a more full experience of the love of Christ. The natural fruit of this

more earnest piety is declared, in the fact, expressed in almost all the reports

of the Presbyteries, that there have been conversions in small numbers,

where there have not been extensive revivals ; and, in the majority of

churches, some have been added at every communion
; and that fruit is

also to be seen, in the more faithful and beautiful illustration of our holy

religion, in the daily lives of its professors.

2. There has been more general attention to the religious instruction of

the young.

Hardly a Presbytery fails to report, that its Sunday-schools are flourish-

ing, and that many more youth are gathered into Bible-classes than ever

before ; and many speak of a new interest in respect to catechetical instruc-

tion among parents and teachers, than which few things are more important

to the future prosperity of our Church. From the statements made and the

number of mission-schools mentioned, there can be no doubt that thousands

more of children and youth are under regular religious culture in our

churches than at any former period.

3. There has been a new disposition among the laymen of our churches,

to engage in active labors for the conversion of men.

This has been more prominent in some localities than in others
;
yet it has

been seen throughout the Church, and renders this a peculiar era in our his-

tory. Various opinions are expressed, as to the benefits of this lay Christian

enterprise, and possibly caution may sometimes be needed
;
yet the results
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prove, that we have in it a powerful agency for usefulness which has been too

long idle ; and we hail the indications, that our members are willing to make
themselves more efficient in the work of the Church, not only as promising

to secure the salvation of more souls, but also as certain to promote a healthy

development and growth in the Church itself, ardently to be desired.

4. There has been a permanent increase in prayer.

Of this, little need be said ; as all know, that it has been the wonderful

feature of the whole revival. It is noticed only, that it may be left on

record, to the praise of Him who has promised to hear and answer his

people. In city and country, in daily meetings and weekly meetings, in the

mission circle, at the ftimily altar and in the closet, there is testimony, that

there have been new interest and power in prayer.

5. There has been a better observance of the Sabbath.

One of the most fearful facts of our national history, for the past ten

years, has been a growing tendency to loose views respecting the sanctity of

the Sabbath. The great influx of foreigners has contributed to this
; but it

was also apparent that many of our own people, and even of our church

members, were willing to be sadly indifferent on this subject. Most hopeful

is it, therefore, that accounts very generally speak of a new interest in the

observance of Gods holy day ; and we may hope, that an abiding check will

be given to that license in respect to it, which has excited the fears of those

who believe that He is a jealous God, who has commanded us to " Remember
the Sabbath day to keep it holy."

6. There have been a larger number of young men ready to begin a

preparation for the ministry, and more interest in our plan of ministerial

education.

When it is considered, that most of the converts during the past year and
a half are from among the young, a most cheering future opens before us

;

and when, from this number, scores, if not hundreds, are turning their atten-

tion to the Gospel ministry, at this time when the world demands so many
who shall be able preachers of the Word, an importance attaches to our eff"orts

for their education, which, it is most hopeful to see, many of our Presbyteries

are beginning to feel. Let us believe, that the indications of this year are

but the earnest of the future. .

7. There has been mo.st commendable effort in church-erection and the

removal of church-debts.

The lack of money, more pressing in many regions during the past year
than during the year before, has not paralyzed our churches, as to securing

for themselves houses in which they may worship God. Churches have been
built ; others have been repaired. The new zeal in spiritual things has opened
the purses that were before thoroughly closed ; rich churches in some of the

cities have helped to cancel debts, which hung like mill-stones upon those

which were more feeble ; and the year has been memorable for this species

of offerings upon God's altar. All history declares, that few churches can
long prosper under the incubus of a heavy debt, especially where any alter-

native is presented to those whom they would attract ; and one of the first

and mo.st earnest efforts of a church thus oppressed should be to become
free.

8. There has been hearty support of general systems of benevolence, both
voluntary and denominational.

Notwith-standing the difficulty in obtaining money, the facts show an in-

crease, in the aggregate amount contributed by our Church, of several thou-

sand dollars ; attesting, that that most desirable point is being reached by
our people, when they will sustain these means for general evangelization,
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not from impulse, but upon principle, at sacrifice to themselves, and with an
intelligent conviction of their worth to the Church and to the world. It is

worthy of grateful remark, that we have shown that a supreme desire to

work for Christ may consist with proper ecclesiastical development. Partic-

ularly in this connection should the fact be stated, that some Presbyteries
have taken new interest in looking after the feeble churches of their number

;

a course contemplated by our excellent polity, and eminently successful in

the promotion of all good results, whenever undertaken in the proper manner
and with the right spirit. It is to be hoped, that all our Presbyteries and
individual churches will be thus provoked " to love and good works," as to

those whom Providence has placed directly within their ability to bless.

Having given these particulars, which should excite us to gratitude, and
encourage us to hope and labor and pray, the Committee would allude to

II. Some Items which Kequire Attention, that there may be
Improvement or Pieform.

1. The large number of our churches that have stated supplies in their

pulpits. An examination reveals that we have only a little moi-e than 4<)0

pastors, and a little more than 600 stated supplies, which, in a Church the

success of whose system must depend largely on the permanence of its min-
istry, needs no comment ; and our churches should be earnestly advised to

remedy what is so manifest an evil.

2. The large number of vacant churches, and of ministers without charge :

we have more than 300, or not quite one-fifth of our churches, that have no
regular preaching of the Gospel.

A most lamentable and alarming fact ! We have nearly HOO ministers

without charge; of whom, after deducting all who are engaged in our Col-

leges and Seminaries, and all those who are disabled by age or infirmity,

there must be very many who might be employed in the proper work of the

holy office.

It is to be hoped, that those, who have charge of this department of

our Church affairs, will make the most strenuous efforts, by uniting little

churches that are contiguous, and by aiding those that should be sustained,

to strengthen those interests, most important, yet in danger of being over-

looked, represented in our feeble churches. New territory is so inviting,

that we are constantly tempted to establish ourselves where we may have
an open field, to the serious harm of those churches to which we owe foster-

ing care, and which are ready to perish. Our most pressing duty, now, is to

cheer and help our small churches in thriving and populous districts.

3. The lack of interest respecting infant baptism.

A number of Presbyteries notice this with expressions of sadness ; and,

with God's covenant faithfulness towards his people as a fundamental princi-

ple of our Church, it is matter for deep regret, that the consecration of

children to him in baptism has been so much neglected. Still, these reports

are not to be taken as proof, that there has been an increase of indifference

to this duty, but as proof that the attention of pastors has lately been more
seriously directed to the evil ; and they are, therefore, rather hopeful than

otherwise as to the future. Our history, as a Church, fully demonstrates

the pre-eminent value of this ordinance of God ; and parents should be

anxious to avail themselves of so precious an avenue of blessings upon
themselves and upon their children.

4. The increase of intemperance in many regions.

Lamentations abound upon this point ; and the chief cause assigned is, the
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disposition of many, even of those who have been regarded as temperance

men, to drink the beverages which have recently become quite fashionable

—

such as lager beer and the various kinds of ale. It is with pleasure that we
notice, however, a purpose to meet this evil, thus insinuating itself into our

churches, with prompt opposition ; and we may hope, that no proper means
will be left untried for the suppression of so formidable a foe to ail valuable

interests.

These are the prominent items contained in the Presbyterial Reports, both

as to what may encourage us, and engage our efforts to remove what works

harm to the Church.

In view of them all, it is evident that praise should be our inscription

upon the Ebenezer which we here erect; and a more thorough devotion to

our work should be the blessing which we should seek for the year to come.

Our Church has never been in a position of more hope, or possessed more
elements of strength, than at present. May God give us grace to enter upon
our mission afresh, with the right spirit, and in the adoption of proper means,

that we may secure a brilliant record of achievements for his glory in the

salvation of men

!

In conclusion, we are called upon to record the ravages of death among
our ministers, while we are grateful that so few have been taken from us

when compared with the reports of former years.

The number of those who have died during the year is fourteen, and their

names are as follows :

Rev. Leonard Johnson, Presbytery of Chenango.
Thomas S. Brittan, " Brooklyn.
Thomas P. Hunt, " Philadelphia, 4th.

James H. Rice, " Erie.

Lawrence Streit, " Meadville.

Alexander B. Corning, " Washtenaw.
Truman Coe, " Grand River.

John Thompson, " Crawfordsville.
Amos P. Brown, " Schuyler.

Morrison Huggins, " Belvidere.

Alexander Montgomery, " "

John D. Strong, " Columbus.
Adams W. Piatt, " Iowa City.

George M. Crawford, " Lexington.

By order of the General Assembly.

ROBERT W. PATTERSON, 3foderafor.

EDWIN F. HATFIELD, Stated Clerk.
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MINUTES, 1860.

Pittshurgh, Pa., May I7th, 1860.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of

America met, agreeably to appointment, in the Third Presbyterian church of

the city of Pittsburgh, Pa., on Thursday, the 17th of May, 18(50, at 11 o'clock

A. M., and was opened with a sermon, by the Rev. Robert W. Patterson,

D. D., the Moderator of the last Assembly, from 1 Cor. 3:9: "Ye are

God's husbandry, ye are God's building;" and Ephesians 4: 16: "From
whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which
every joint supplieth, according to the eifectual working in the measure of

every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in

love."

After the sermon, the Assembly was constituted with prayer.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [222]

Thursday, May 17th, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The report of- the Committee on Commissions was presented, and the

following persons were thereupon enrolled as duly appointed Commissioners

of this General Assembly :

PRESBYTERIES.

1

.

Champlain,

2. Troy,

3. Albany,

4. Columbia,

5. Catskill,

1. St. Lawrence,
2. Watertown,

3. Oswego,

4. Utica,

I. SYNOD OF ALBANY.
MINISTERS.

Rufus R. Deming,
John R. Young,
Jotham Sewall,

Samuel T. Seelye,

William S. Leavitt,

Elias L. Boing,

II. SYNOD OF UTICA.

Rufus Pratt (2),

Joseph A. Canfield,

Jeremiah Petrie,

Joseph N. McGiifert,

Orlo Bartholomew,

III. SYNOD OF GENEVA.

ELDERS.

Abel Knapp.

Stephen C. Dermott.

Edward A. Durant.

John Gaul, Jr.

Edgar B. Day.

William A. Eldridge.

David J. Wager.

Robert S. Williams.

1.
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PRESBYTERIES.

1. Onondaga^

2. Cayuga.^

3. Cortland,

4. Tioga,

GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

IV. SYNOD OF ONONDAGA.

53

MINISTERS.

Lewis H. Reid,

Royal A. Avery,
Ezra A. Huntington, D. D.

Simon S. Goss.

Ova H. Seymour (i),

Samuel F. Bacon.

ELDERS.

Amasa H. Jerome,
Erwin E. Wells.

Jacob M. Schermerhorn.

[223]

1. Otsego,

2. Chenango,

3. Delaware,

1. Buffalo,

2. Ontario,

3. Rochester,

4. Genesee,

5. Niagara,

6. Genesee Valley,

V. SYNOD OF SUSQUEHANNA.
Samuel W. Bush, Robert Russell.

Archibald McDougal, John S. Morse.

Julius S. Pattengill, Harvey Parsons.

VI. SYNOD OF GENESEE.

Albert T. Chester, D. D., Thomas Farnham,
Charles F. Mussey,
Levi Parsons, Jr.,

Alfred North,

Nathan Bosworth,
Walter V. Couch,
Alexander McColl,

Isaac G. Ogden.

Samuel A. Brown.
Loren J. Ames, M. D.

Oliver Spencer,

David Fancher.

Daniel N. Wells.

John Wilson (6).

VII. SYNOD OF NEW YOEK AND NEW JERSEY.

1. Hudson,
2. North River,

3. Long Island,

4. New York, M,

5. Neiv York, Uh,

6. Brooklyn,

7. Newark,

8. Rockaway,
9. Montrose,

James W. Wood,
Jonathan Silliman,

Epher Whitaker,
Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D.,

Walter Clarke, D. D.,

Rollin A. Sawyer,
John Spaulding,

Henry M. Field,

Charles S. Robinson. .

Jona. F. Stearns, D. D.,

James M. Sherwood,
Burtis C. Megie,

James B. McCreary,

William S. Webb.
Edward Wells.

Marcellus D. Loper.

Hiram B. Littell.

John H. Bulen.

James B. Pinneo,

John Munn.
Jabez L. Allen.

Benjamin S. Bently.

VIII. SYNOD OF PENNSYLVANIA.
1. Wilmington, Hemiuway J. Gaylord,

2. Philadelphia, 3d, Henry Darling,

J. Glentworth Butler,

3. Philadelphia, 4th, John McLeod,
Thomas Brainerd, D. D.,

4. Harrishurgh, Conway P. Wing, D. D.,

Thomas B. Hopper.
P. Frazer Smith,

Isaac Ashmead.
David Thomas.

Hon. Mordeeai McKinney
(2). [224]

1. Erie,

2. Meadville,

3. Pittsburgh,

IX. SYNOD OF WEST PENNSYLVANIA.
William Grassie.

Oliver N. Chapin, Hon. Wm. W. Davison.

Samuel M. Sparks, Wm. C. Aughinbaugh.



54 MINUTES OF THE [1860-224, 5.

X. SYNOD OF MICHIGAN.
PRESBYTERIES.
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PRESBYTERIES.

1. Ottawa,

2. Knox,
3. Galena,

4. Chicago,

5. Belvidere,

6. Bloomington,

XVII. SYNOD OF PEORIA.

MINISTERS. ELDERS.

Wellington W. Wells,

Harvey Curtis, D. D.,

Josiah Leonard,

R. W. Patterson, D. D.

J. Ambrose Wight,
Henry B. Holmes,
Alfred Eddy,

William A. Wood.
Thomas Wilson.

Henry Smith (3),

pjbenezer Jenkins (3).

Joseph C. Button.

Luman P. Capen (3).

XVIII. SYNOD OF WISCONSIN.

1. Milwanhee, Edmund F. Waldo, Isaac N. Mason.

2. Fox River, Charles F. Halsey, Chauncey Bigelow (2).

3. Columbus, William Lusk.

XIX. SYNOD OF IOWA.

1. Des Moines,

2. Iowa City,

3. Keohulc,

4. Dubuque,
5. Iowa Valley,

6. Kansas.

7. Chariton.

1. Dakota,

2. Minnesota,

3. Winona.

John C. Ewing,
George E. W. Leonard,

Eras. J. Gillett, D. D. (2).

George E. Delevan (2),

James Gordon.

John G. Weeks, M. D.
William Stewart (2).

John Maclay.

XX. SYNOD OF MINNESOTA.
T. S. Williamson, M. D. (2), George C. Clapp (3).

John Mattocks, Daniel W. Ingersoll.

[226]

XXI. SYNOD OF ALTA CALIFORNIA.
1. San Francisco.

2. Sierra, Nevada,
3. San Jose, Samuel B. Bell,

Abel H. Wilder, M. D.
Jas. R. McDonald (4).

XXIL SYNOD OF MISSOURL
1. St. Louis, Henry A. Nelson, M. D.
2. Norton Missouri, William W. Whipple, James Porter.

3. Lexington.

4. Osage.

XXIII. SYNOD OF VIRGINIA.
1. Winchester.

2. District of Columbia.

3. Hanover,

4. Piedmont.

CORRESPONDING BODIES.

1. General Assembly of the Cumberland Pres-

byterian Church, Rev. Jas.N.Edmiston(ll).
2. General Assembly of the United Presbyte-

rian Church of North America.
3. General Synod of the Reformed Presbyte- \ Rev. Theodore W. J. Wylie,

rian Church in North America, j D. D. (5).
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4. General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran

Church in the United States, Rev. William A. Passavant.

5. Synod of the German Reformed Church in

the United States.

6. General Association of Massachusetts, Rev. Stephen G. Dodd (5).

7. General Association of Connecticut.

8. General Association of New Hampshire.

9. General Conference of Maine.

10. General Convention of Vermont, Rev. Jer. E. Rankin (2).

11. Presbyterian and Congregational Convention

of Wisconsin.

12. Union of the Evangelical Churches of
France. [227]

The Committee on Commissions reported, also, the attendance of Rev.
Thomas Brainerd, 1). D., from the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Fourth, Rev.
John R. Young, from the Presbytery of Champlain, and J]lder John H.
Bulen, from the Presbytery of New York, Fourth, without Commissions.
Their cases were referred to a Committee on Elections, consisting of Rev. Wil-
liam \Visner, D. D., Rev. Conway P. Wing, D. D., and Mr. Thomas Farnham.
The Committee presently reported, that they had obtained satisfactory

information of the regular appointment of these Commissioners, and, on
their recommendation, their names were added to the Roll.

The sudden decease of Benjamin R. Tuttle, a lay Commissioner from the

Presbytery of Erie, on the very eve of his departure from home for the

Assembly, was announced
;
and a record of the fact was ordered to be placed

on the Minutes.

The Assembly proceeded to the election of a Moderator. Whereupon the

Rev. Thornton A. Mills, of the Presbytery of Indianapolis, was chosen
Moderator, and inducted into office in the usual form.

Rev. William N. McHarg, of the Presbytery of Lyons, and Rev. Ebenezer
Bushnell, of the Presbytery of Huron, were chosen Temporary Clerks.

Resolved, That the Assembly hold its daily sessions from 9 o'clock A. M.
to 12 M. ; and from 2J o'clock P. M. to 5} P. M., and that the first half

hour of the morning session be appropriated to devotional exercises, under
the direction of the Moderator.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 18th, 9 o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Roll was called, and the Minutes of the preceding session were read
and approved.

The following additional Commissioners were reported, and their names
were entered upon the Roll

:

Mr. Joseph Riggs, Elder, of the Presbytery of Scioto.
" David F. Atwater, Elder, " Cleveland.
" Samuel McClain, "

• « Fort Wayne.
" Chauncey Bigelow, " " Fox River.

Rev. George E. Delevan, Minister, " Dubuque.
" Thos. S. Williamson, M.D., " " Dakota.
" Joseph Wilson, " " Wabash.
" Rufus Pratt, « " St. Lawrence.
" Jeremiah Woodruff, " " Bath.
" Erastus J. Gillett, D. D., " « Keokuk. [228]
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Rev. Fordyce Harrington, Minister, of the Presbytery of Chemung.
Hon. Mordecai McKinney, Elder, of the Presbytery of Harrisburgh.

Rev. Jeremiah E. Rankin, from the General Convention of Vermont.
The printed Minutes of the last Assembly were distributed among the

members.
The docket of business was read by the Stated Clerk.

The general Rules for Judicatories, contained in the Appendix to the Con-

stitution, were adopted as the Rules of this Assembly.

Ordered, That the usual number of copies of the Roll be printed, under
the direction of the Clerks.

Resolved, That a Committee, consisting of Rev. Thomas Brainerd, D. D.,

Rev. Robert W. Patterson, D. D., and Mr. John Gaul, Jr., be appointed to

inquire whether the General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in

North America, now in session in Allegheny City, would be willing to unite

with this body, in a meeting for prayer and praise, at some hour convenient

to both bodies.

The Moderator announced the following Standing Committees

:

1. Judicial Committee. Ministers—Thomas Brainerd, D. D., George E.

Pierce, D. D., John C. Downer, Burtis C. Megie. Elders—John Gaul, Jr.,

Hon. Prescott B. Thurston, William M. Allison.

2. Bills and Overtures. Ministers—Conway P. Wing, D. D., Joseph G.

Wilson, Erastus J. Gillett, D. D., Cornelius H. Taylor. Elders—P. Frazer

Smith, Jabez L. Allen, Joseph Esty.

3. Polity of the Church. Ministers—Harvey Curtis, D. D., James Shaw,
Oliver P. Conklin, Epher Whitaker. Elders—Edward Wells, Clark B.

Church, Hon. William W. Davison.

4. Foreign Missions. Ministers—Albert T. Chester, D. D., Thomas S.

Williamson, M. D., William S. Leavitt, Azariah Eldridge. Elders—Benja-

min S. Bentley, Alfred Bolter, M. D., Anthony H. Hinkle.

5. Church Extension. Ministers—Robert W. Patterson, D. D., Henry Little,

Henry A. Nelson, D. D., Samuel T. Seelye. Elders—James B. Pinneo, Isaac

Ashmead, Sarell Wood.
6. Education. Ministers—D. Howe Allen, D. D., Ezra A. Huntington,

D. D., James M. Sherwood, J. Glentworth Butler. Elders—John R. Osborne,

Thomas M. Ladd, Joshua G. Lamb. [229]
7. Publication. Ministers—John G. Atterbury, Henry M. Field, J. Ambrose

Wight, Courtney Smith. Elders—Edgar B. Day, -Joseph Riggs, John H. Bulen.

8. Narrative. Ministers—William S. Huggins, Ebenezer B. Andrews,
Samuel B. Bell, Edward D. Morris. Elders—Amasa H. Jerome, William S.

Webb, John 0. Wishard.

9. Leave of Absence. Ministers—Alanson Scofield, Julius S. Pattengill,

Jonathan Silliman, George E. Delevan. Elders—James H. Hotchkin, James
M. Pow, Chauncey Bigelow.

10. Devotional Exercises. Ministers—Samuel M. Sparks, John Spaulding,

John McLeod, Henry B. Holmes. Elders—William A. Wood, Chester Arm-
strong, John McElroy.

11. Mileage. Elders—Guernsey Y. Roots, John G. Weeks, M. D., Hiram
B. Littell.

The Moderator also announced the Committees on the Synodical Records,

as follows

:

1. Albany. Ministers—William W. Whipple, Edwin L. Hurd. Elder—
Alexander Edgar.

2. Utica. Ministers—John Mattocks-, William N. Steele. Elder—Wil-

liam Laird.



58 MINUTES OF THE [1860-229, 30.

3. Geneva. Ministers—William Lusk, Rollin A. Sawyer. Elder—Erastus

Chester.

4. Onondaga. Ministers—Edmund F. Waldo, John Hussey. Elder—
Stephen C. Dermott.

5. Susquehanna. Ministers—George E. W. Leonard, John Martin. Elder
—Frederick Bourns.

6. Genesee. Ministers—Thomas Wright, Jacob Patch. Elder—Thomas
B. Hopper.

7. i\eio YorJc and New Jersey. Ministers—Clement E. Babb, Joseph
Chester. Elder—Daniel Cortner.

8. Pennsylvania. Ministers—Eleroy Curtis, Royal A. Avery. Elder—
David J. Wager.

9. West Pennsylvania. Ministers—J. Mills Gillett, Jeremiah Petrie.

Elder—William A. Eldridge.

10. Western Reserve. Ministers—Alexander McColl, Samuel W. Bush.
Elder—Ahal Knapp. [230]

11. Michigan. Ministers—Jeremiah Woodruif, Isaac G. Ogden. Elder—
Edward A. Durant.

12. Ohio. Ministers—Orlo Bartholomew, Nathan Bosworth. Elder—
John S. Morse.

13. Cincinnati. Ministers—William W. Williams, William Grassie. Elder
—Charles Wallace.

14. Indiana. Ministers—James B. McCreary, Rufus R. Deming. Elder
—Marcellus D. Loper.

15. Wahash. Ministers—AVilliam Fuller, James W. Wood. Elder—
Isaac N. Mason.

16. Illinois. Ministers—Alfred Eddy, William J. Jennings. Elder—
John Maclay.

17. Peoria. Ministers—Maltby Gelston, Samuel F. Bacon. Elder—Abel
H. Wilder, M. D.

18. Wisconsin. Ministers-—Lewis H. Reid, Alfred North. Elder—James
Porter.

• 19. loiva. 3Iinisters—Jotham Sewall, Elias L. Boing. Elder—Dennis
Clark.

20. Minnesota. Ministers—David A. Grosvenor, Moses F. Mussey. Elder
—Hon. Mordecai McKinney.

21. Alta California. Ministers—Robert R. Salter, D. D., Isaac Winans.
Elder—Henry F. Blount.

22. Missouri. Ministers—James A. Carnahan, Simon J. Humphrey.
Elder—Joseph C. Button.

It was made the first order of the day for this afternoon, to receive the

Synodical Records, the Narratives, and the Statistical Reports of the Pres-

bytei'ies, Overtures, memorials, appeals, and complaints.

The Board of Trustees of the Presbyterian House presented their annual
report, which, having been read, was accepted, and referred to the Standing
Committee on Publication.

The annual report of the Permanent Committee on Church Extension was
presented, and, having been read, was accepted and referred to the Standing
Committee on Church Extension.

The Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions presented their annual
report, which was read, accepted and referred to the Standing Committee on
Foreign Missions.

Adjourned until 2 J o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.
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Friday, May 18th, 2 J o'clock P. 31.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the hxst session were read and approved.

The Records of the Synods were presented, and put into the hands of the

Committees appointed to examine them. [231]
The Assembly proceeded to receive the Narratives, Statistical Reports,

and other papers of the Presbyteries.

The Permanent Committee on Education presented their annual report,

which was read, accepted and referred to the Standing Committee on Educa-
tion.

The annual report of the Permanent Committee on Publication was pre-

sented, and, having been read, was accepted and referred to the Standing
Committee on Publication.

The annual report of the Treasurer of the General Assembly was received,

and referred to an Auditing Cummittee, consisting of Messrs. John R. Osborne
and Edward A. Durant.

The Committee appointed to confer with the General Synod of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church, with reference to a union meeting of pi'ayer and praise,

reported, recommending that such a meeting be held in this house to-mor-

row morning at 10 o'clock ; and their report was adopted.

A Committee, consisting of Rev. James Shaw, Rev. William S. Leavitt,

and Rev. Alfred Eddy, was appointed to nominate a preacher on Home Mis-
sions for the next Assembly.
The first Monday of January, 1861, was recommended as a day of fasting

and prayer for the Conversion of the World ; and the last Thursday of Feb-
ruary as a concert of prayer for Colleges and other institutions of learning.

The First Presbyterian church of Syracuse, N. Y., was chosen as the

place for the meeting of the next Assembly. The sessions of the First Presby-
terian and First Ward churches were appointed a Committee of Arrangements.
A Committee to nominate Delegates to Corresponding Bodies was appointed,

consisting of Rev. Messrs. Samuel T. Seelye, William W. Williams, J. Glent-

worth Butler, Clement E. Babb, and Levi Parsons, Jr.

Resolved, That it is inexpedient, during the sessions of this Assembly, to

elect Trustees of the General Assembly, and Directors of the Theological
Seminaries.

The Special Committee of Conference with the A. B. C. F. M., appointed
by the last Assembly, presented their report, which was read, accepted and
referred to the Standing Committee on Foreign Missions.

The Special Committee, appointed by the last Assembly, to consider the

subject of the demission of the ministry, presented their report, which was
read, accepted and put upon the docket.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported supplies for various pul-

pits in the city and vicinity on the ensuing Sabbath.

Invitations were received from the board of managers of the Young jNIen's

Christian Association, and from the directors of the Young Men's Mercantile
Library Association, tendering to the members of the Assembly the use of
their libraries and reading-rooms, which were accepted with thanks.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer. [232]

Saturday, May 19th, 9 o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The calling of the Roll was dispensed with for the remaining sessions of
the Assembly.
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The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The following additional Commissioners presented their credentials, and
their names were entered upon the lloll

:

Mr. William Stuart, Elder, of the Presbytery of Iowa City.

" Cortland L. Latimer, Elder, " Huron.
The Board of Trustees of the Church Erection Fund presented their

annual report, which was read, accepted and referred to the Standing Com-
mittee on Church Extension.

The hour of 10 having arrived, the Assembly, according to previous

arrangement, united for an hour and a half with the General Synod of the

Reformed Presbyterian Church in a service of prayer and praise.

It was made the first order of the day for Wednesday afternoon, to receive

the reports of the Committees to examine Synodical Records.

The adjustment and completion of the Roll was referred to the Standing
Committee on the Polity of the Church.

Adjourned until Monday at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 2\st, 9 odock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The following additional Commissioners were reported, and their names
were entered on the Roll

:

Mr. P]benezer Jenkins, Elder, of the Presbytery of Chicago.
" Henry Smith, " " "

" Henry W. Mann, " " Logansport.
" Lumen P. Capen, " " Bloomington.
" Charles A. Young, " " Portage.
" Thomas W. Fry, M. D., " Crawfordsville.
" George C. Clapp, " " Dakota.

The Committee to nominate a preacher on Home Mis,sions reported the

names of Rev. Henry A. Nelson, D. D., of the Presbytery of St. Louis,

principal ; and Rev. Albert T. Chester, D. D., of the Presbytery of Buffalo,

alternate ; and their report was adopted.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported an application to the

Assembly from members of the Presbyterian church of Mount Vernon,
Indiana.

The prayer of the application was, that the General Assembly would give

to that church " a release and quit claim " to certain property occupied by
the church. [233]

The real estate in question was conveyed, in April, 1847, to certain
" Trustees of the Presbyterian church of Mount Vernon, connected with
the (New School) General Assembly, and to their associates and successors

in oflice for ever."

In 1848, for reasons which have not been made very plain to the Com-
mittee, but which, be they what they may, could not influence the reply of

the Assembly to the application, the church became connected with the

(0. S.) Presbytery of Vincennes. From that time the real estatfe has been
in the possession of the church, and occupied by them as a place of worship.

They now desire to sell the property for the purpose of purchasing other

property ; but, as the Committee infer, they are unable to sell, because the

original grant, having been made to a " New School " church, there is a cloud

on the title, by which they at present hold the property.
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The Committee are of opinion, that the determination of this matter is

entirely with the civil courts of the State of Indiana ; and, if action of the

General Assembly in the premises would have any eflfect at all, it would
rather complicate than relieve the embarrassment with which the applicants

have surrounded themselves.

The Committee recommend the adoption by the Assembly of the following

resolution :

Resolved, That in the opinion of the Assembly the questions, arising

under the application of the church of Mount Vernon, Indiana, are exclu-

sively for the determination of the civil courts of that State ; that it is,

therefore, inexpedient for the Assembly to take any action in the premises
;

and that the applicants have leave to withdraw their application and accom-
panying papers.

The report was adopted.

Rev. Jeremiah E. Rankin, the Delegate of the General Convention of

Vermont, addressed the Assembly.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported a memorial from the Pres-

bytery of x\lton, which memorial was read, and referred to the Committee
on Church Extension, as pertaining more properly to their province.

The Assembly took from the docket the repoi't of the Special Committee
of the last Assembly, on the demission of the ministry. Pending the dis-

cussion of a motion to adopt the report, the Assembly adjourned until 2^
o'clock P. M.

Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 21s«, 2i ocloch P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The folloAving additional Commissioners presented their credentials, and
their names were added to the Roll

:

Mr. James R. McDonald, Elder, of the Presbytery of San Jose. [234]
Mr. Jacob M. Schermerhorn. Elder, " Cortland.

Rev. Ova H. Seymour, Minister, " Cortland.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported, recommending that the

sermon on Publication, appointed by the last Assembly, be preached in this

house to-morrow, at 7? o'clock P. M. ; and the report was adopted.

The Assembly resumed the consideration of the report of the Special Com-
mittee on the demission of the Ministry. After considerable discussion, the

report was adopted, and is as follows :

The Committee to whom was referred, by the last General Assembly, an
Overture from the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Third, on the " Voluntary
demission of the ministry," respectfully submit the following report :

The Constitution of our Church, it is well known, provides for the depo-

sition of the unworthy, by due process of discipline ; but seems not to have
anticipated that any other class would require to be separated from the

responsibilities of an oflBce so high and so sacred. It nowhere contemplates

the dismission of the members of the Church to the world, nor the return

of the ministry, at their own instance, to the mere secularities of every-

day life.

Such is the view that has been taken of our standards from the begin-

ning. Neither the old Synod of New York and Philadelphia, nor any of

our General Assemblies, has ventured to give any different interpretation.

The Assembly of 1802, on the occasion of the exercise, by the Presby-

tery of Lewes, of the prerogative of divesting one of their ministers of
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his office, without deposition, suspension, or censure, passed the following

resolution :

'' Rcsolced, That it is a principle of this Church, that no minister of the
Gospel can be regularly divested of his office except by a course of disci-

pline terminating in his deposition. That, if any minister, by providential

circumstances, become incapable of exercising his ministerial functions, or is

called to suspend them, or to exercise them only occasionally, he is still to

be considered as possessing the ministerial character and privileges ; and his

brethren of the Presbytery are to inspect his conduct ; and, while they treat

him with due tenderness and sympathy, they are to be careful that he do
not neglect his ministerial duties beyond what his circumstances render
unavoidable."

The office is to be retained ; but, for sufficient reason, the exercise of the

office may be discontinued in whole or in part. Such was the judgment of

the Synod of 1726. in the case of Mr. Robert Laing, who, by reason of the

complaints of his " weakness and deficiency," brought against him. " render-

ing his exercise of the ministerial function a detriment to the interests of

religion, and rather a scandal than a help to the Gospel," advised him to

demit the whole exercise of the ministry, and not to take it up again but by
the approbation of at least three ministers of the Presbytery wherein he may
reside."

Similar was the judgment of the Synod of 1783, in the case of Mr.
William Woodhull, who had represented to the Presbytery of New [235]
York, of which he was a member, "his situation as being still incapable of

exercising his ministry by his continued indisposition ; and the little, or

rather no, probability of his ever being able to attempt the exercise of it in

future ; and that he was at the same time engaged in certain secular employ-
ments that would seem to render it improper to have his name in their

records as a member." The Synod judged " that Mr. Woodhull ought to be

continued a member of the Presbytery of New York."

Two years afterwards, in the case of Mr. Joseph Montgomery of the

Presbytery of New Castle, whose name had been dropped from the Eoll of

the Presbytery, at his own instance, on account of indisposition of body, and
the acceptance of " an office under the civil authority," the Synod expressed

their disapprobation of the measure, and recommended "to all Presbyteries,

when any ministers under their inspection resign their chai'ge or discontinue

the exercise of their office while they remain in the same bounds, to pass

a regular judgment on the reasons given for such conduct, and continue

their inspection of those who shall not have deserved to be deprived of the

ministerial character, though they may be laid aside from immediate use-

fulness."

Thus uniformly has the doctrine been maintained by the ecclesiastical

authorities of our Church, " that no minister of the Gospel can be regu-

larly divested of his office, except by a course of discipline terminating in

his deposition." The Assembly of 18.52 took the same ground, or, at least,

refused to take ground to the contrary. In the case of a member of the

Presbytery of Portage, " who, though chargeable with no disciplinable

offi^nse, had forsaken the ministry for ten or more years, had regularly and

permanently engaged in secular emploj^ments. had become a private member
of the church, and had no design of again acting as a minister of the Gospel.

and who, on this ground, had requested his Presbytery to strike his name
from the roll of members," the Presbytery took the position, " that presby-

terial law contemplates the ministerial office as permanent, ceasing not but

by death or deposition ;" yet they referred the case to the wisdom of the
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General Assembly. And the Assembly of 1852, although the Committee
on the Polity of the Church recommended " that the Presbytery be directed

to strike his name from the Roll, without implying any censure or any impu-
tation upon his Christian character," refused to adopt the recommendation

;

thereby confirming the position taken by the Presbytery, and conforming
their action to the uniform decisions of the highest ecclesiastical authorities

of our Church from the beginning.

It is true that, in common with most of the evangelical denominations, we
maintain that ordination is but a ceremony—on outward sign—a public

recognition on the part of the ordainers of the fitness of him who is ordained

for the office to which he is set apart. It does not impress a character or

impart a fitness not previously possessed. But, in the case of a minister of

the Gospel, it recognizes the fact that the man has consecrated himself to

this high and holy calling; has, by irrevocable vows, set himself apart from
merely secular pursuits, to the service of the Lord Jesus Christ in the min-
istry. From these [236] vows the Church has received no dispensation to

release him
; and, therefore, has ever disclaimed the power and right, even in

the exercise of discipline.

So long, therefore, as it is in the power of the minister, he is to exercise

his gifts and graces in this particular calling. He is under covenant, both
to Christ and to the Church, thus to serve God. He may not, without
breach of covenant, abandon, merely at his own instance, the ministerial for

a secular calling. If the providence of God puts it out of his power, evi-

dently and unmistakably, to pursue his ministei'ial work, it becomes his duty
to bring his case before his brethren of the Presbytery, and submit it to

their decision. If any minister neglects this obvious duty, and of his own
accord devotes himself to secular pursuits, his Presbytery are to investigate

the case, and pass judgment upon it. Such was the judgment of the Gen-
eral Assembly of 1834.

"When ministers have withdrawn," they say, "or may hereafter with-

draw, wholly or in part, from the work of the ministry, it is enjoined

upon the Presbyteries to which they belong, to require of such ministers

their reasons for so doing ; which reasons are to be put upon record by
the Presbytery, with an expression of their approbation or disapprobation
of the same."

In like manner, also, the Assembly of 1802, in order, very properly, to

guard against the practical demission of the oflSce, determined and directed,
" that, if any minister of the Gospel, through a worldly spirit, a disrelish

for the duties of his oflBce, or any other criminal motive, becomes negligent
or careless, he is by no means to be suffered to pursue this course, so as at

length to be permitted to lay aside the ministry, without censure
; because this

would be to encourage a disregard of the most solemn obligations, by open-
ing a way to escape from them with impunity. But, in all such cases, Pres-

byteries are seasonably to use the means and pursue the methods pointed
out in the word of God and the rules of this Church, to recall their offend-

ing brother to a sense of duty ; and, if all their endeavors be ineffectual,

they are at length regularly to exclude or depose him from his office."

This rehearsal of the action of previous Assemblies, it is thought, is a suf-

ficient answer to the Overture, without entering upon a discussion of the

abstract question—" May an ecclesiastical body, in any case, demit from the

oflSce of the ministry without discipline or censure?" We simply refer to

the usages of our own Church, and urge them upon the attention of our
Presbyteries. They are not to allow any of their ministers to retire from
the ministerial work, of their own accord ; but to require, of such as are
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desirous to enter into a secular calling, their reasons for such a course, which
they are to put upon record, approvingly or otherwise. The circumstances
of the age call loudly upon this Assembly to re-affirm these long-established

principles, and to enjoin upon the Pi'esbyteries the utmost carefulness in pre-

venting the secularization of our ministry.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer. [2371

Tuesday, May 22d, 9 ocloch A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The following additional Commissioners were reported, and their names
were entered on the Roll

:

Rev. Cicero B. Stevens, Minister, of the Presbytery of Lake Superior
" Daniel C. Blood, " ' " " Cleveland.

The Committee appointed to audit the report of the Treasurer of the

General Assembly reported, that they had found the accounts correct,

and recommended that the report be approved ; and their report was
adopted.

Reports were received from the Delegates, appointed by the last Assem-
bly, to Corresponding Bodies : from the Rev. John W. Bailey, the Delegate
to the General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North Amer-
ica ; from the Rev. George A. Lyon, D. D., the Delegate to the Synod of the

German Reformed Church in the United States ; from the Rev. Philemon
H. Fowler, D. D., the Delegate to the General Association of Massachusetts

;

from the Rev. Selden Haines, the Delegate to the General Convention of

Vermont ; from the Rev. Henry B. Holmes, the Delegate to the Presby-
terian and Congregational Convention of Wisconsin ; from the Rev. John
McLeod, the Delegate to the Synod of the Presbyterian Church and to the

Synod of the LTnited Presbyterian Church, in Canada ; from the Rev. Thomas
Brainerd, D. D., the Delegate to the General Association of Connecticut;
from the Rev. Jonathan F. Stearns, D. D., the Delegate to the General Asso-
ciation of New Hampshire

; from the Rev. George F. Wiswell, the Delegate

to the General Conference of Maine ; from the Rev. W. Wallace Atter-

bury, the Delegate to the General Assembly of the United Presbyterian

Church.

The reports were accepted, and ordered to be published in the Appendix
to the Minutes.

Communications were received and read from the Presbyterian and
Congregational Convention of Wisconsin, and from the Synod of the Vau-
dois Church.

The Rev. Theodore W. J. Wylie, D. D., the Delegate from the General
Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Chui'ch in North America, presented
his credentials, and his name was added to the Roll.

The Standing Committee on Education presented their report, which was
read, and ordered to be printed for the use of the members.

Adjourned until 2i P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday, May 22, 2* o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved. [238]
It was made the first order of the day for to-morrow morning, to receive

the report of the Standing Committee on Publication.
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Rev. Theodore W. J. Wylie, D. D., tlie Delegate of the General Synod of

the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America, and Rev. William A.

Passavant, the Delegate of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran

Church in the United States, addressed the Assembly.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported, recommending the cele-

bration of the Lord's Supper, in this house, on Thursday, at 7? o'clock P. M.,

agreeably to the following order :

1. The Moderator to preside, and read the Opening Hymn.
2. Reading the Scriptures and Prayer, by Rev. J. M. Sherwood.

3. .Giving thanks and the administration of the Bread, by Rev. H. A.

Nelson, D. D.

4. Administration of the Cup, by Rev. Thomas Brainerd, D. D.

5. Address, by Rev. William Wisner, D. D.

6. Hymn and Benediction, by the pastor of the church.

The followins elders to distribute the elements: J. Ashmead. J. H. Bulcn,

J. R. Osborne, J. G. Weeks, M. D.. G. Y. Roots, J. Gaul, Jr.. S. Wood. W. A.

Wood, T. Farnham, C. B. Church, J. Riggs, and J. 0. Wishard.

It was made the second order of the day for to-morrow morning, to hear

the report of the Commission on Home Missions, appointed by the last

Assembly.
The Special Committee of the last Assembly to confer with the Synod of

the Free Presbyterian Church presented their report, which was accepted, and

ordered to be printed in the Appendix to the Minutes.

A number of the members of the Third Presbyterian church invited the

Assembly to spend an afternoon with them at Oakland. The invitation was

accepted for next Saturday afternoon.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Wednesday, May 2.M, o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The following additional Commissioner and Delegate presented- their

credentials, and their names were added to the Roll

:

Hon William M. Wilson, Elder, of the Presbytery of Dayton.

Rev. Stephen G. Dodd, from the General Association of Massachusetts.

Rev. Stephen G. Dodd, the Delegate from the General Association of

Massachusetts, addressed the Assembly. [239]
The Standing Committee on Publication presented their report, which was

accepted, and made the first order immediately after the conclusion of the

unfinished business.

The Commission on Home Missions, appointed by the last Assembly,

presented their report.

Adjourned until 21 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Wednesdmj, May 23d, 2i o clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The report of the Commission on Home Missions, read this morning, was

accepted, and referred to a Special Committee of fifteen, consisting of the

Standing Committee on Church Extension, and Rev. Jonathan F. Stearns,

D. D., Thomas Brainerd, D. D., D. Howe Allen, D. D., and George E. Delevan,
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ministel"s ; and Messrs. Thomas Farnham, Cortland L. Latimer, and Isaac

N. Mason, elders.

The Commission on Home Missions presented the correspondence between
them and the Executive Committee of the American Home IMissionary

Society, which was read, and their part of it referred to the Standing Com-
mittee on Publication, to be printed for the use of the Assembly.

The reports of the Committees on the Records of the Synods of Albany,
Utica, Geneva, Onondaga, Susquehanna, Genesee, New York and New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, West Pennsylvania, Western Reserve, Michigan,

Cincinnati, Indiana, Illinois, Peoria, Wisconsin, Iowa and Missouri, twere i

presented, recommending that they be approved as far as written ; and the

reports were severally adopted.

The Committee on the Records of the Synod of Ohio reported, and their

report was adopted, recommending the approval of the Records as far as

written, with the following exception

:

1. That the answer to the question contained in paper No. 2, page 225,

should be, " He is a member of the Presbytery until he is received by
another body."

And with the further exception of the action on pages 22(1-7, relative to

a Prcshytcrial Quorum and similar matters; in respect to which, this Assem-
bly expresses no opinion, but refers the whole subject to a Special Commiffee^

consisting of Rev. John G. Atterbury, Rev. Conway P. Wing, D. D., and
Mr. Edward Wells, to report to the next General Assembly.

The Committee on the Records of the Synod of Minnesota reported, and

their report was adopted, recommending that the Records be approved as

far as written, with the following exceptions: (1.) On page 54, in the record

of the session of Friday, Sept. 30th, 1859, no mention is made of the open-

ing services. (2.) No mention is made of any report from the several Com-
mittees on Presbyterial Records, appointed by the Synod. [240]

The Standing Committee on Church Extension presented a report in

reference to the annual report of the Trustees of the Church Erection Fund,
which was read, accepted, and placed upon the docket.

The Standing Committee on the Polity of the Church reported on the

answers to the Formula as follows :

This General Assembly has under its care lOG Presbyteries, of which

only 2G have expressed any opinion.

Four Presbyteries have expressed an approval of the Formula.

Nine Presbyteries have suggested amendments, expressing an approval

of the Formula if amended.
And thirteen Presbyteries are opposed to adopting this Formula ; some

of them being opposed to any Formula.

The Committee report the facts, and recommend nothing ; supposing that

the Formula fails for want of sufficient approval.

The report was accepted, and the subject indefinitely postponed.

Also, on a request from the Presbytery of Kansas, asking that said Pres-

bytery be transferred from the Synod of Iowa to the Synod of Missouri,

as follows : Although some informality is found in the form of this appli-

cation, yet, inasmuch as the present connection was constituted by the

last Assembly without consulting the parties interested ; inasmuch as the

Synod of Iowa was then the nearest body with which they could be con-

nected, which is not now the case ; and inasmuch as the convenience and

welfare of the Presbytery will be greatly promoted by the change ; it

being understood that the Presbytery unanimously desire it, and that the

Synod of Iowa do not object to it ; therefore the Committee recommend
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that the request be granted, and the Presbytery be accordingly trans-

ferred.

The report was adopted.

Also, on the adjustment of the Roll, as follows:

The Committee on Church Polity beg leave to report on the adjustment

of the Roll

:

Whereas, the Presbyteries of Winchester, Piedmont, and Hanover, con-

stituent portions of the Synod of Virginia, have followed up their previous

vote of withdrawal from the Assembly, by a positive connection with

another ecclesiastical body ;
therefore, the Committee recommend, that the

bounds of the Synod of Pennsylvania be so extended as to embrace the

State of Maryland and the District of Columbia ; that the Presbytery of

the District of Columbia be transferred to the said Synod ; and that the

Synod of Virginia be stricken from the Roll.

The report was adopted.

Also, in reference to Statistical Reports.

The report was accepted and put upon the docket.

The Committee on Devotional ExercLses reported, and the report was
adopted, recommending that the sermon on Home Missions by [241] Rev.
Jonathan F. Stearns, D. D., by appointment of the last Assembly, be
preached in this house, on Friday evening.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

TTiitrsday, May 24:th, 9 o clock A. 31.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Assembl}^ was addressed by Rev. George W. Wood, D. D., a deputa-
tion from the A. B. C. F. Missions.

The following additional Commissioner was reported, and his name was
entered on the Roll

:

Mr. John Wilson, Elder, of the Presbytery of Niagara.

The Mileage Committee reported as follows :

The Committee on Mileage respectfully beg leave to report the following

statements and recommendations

:

1st. That 50 Presbyteries have complied with the regulations of the As-
sembly, and have paid their full assessments towards the expenses of the

Assembly, at the rate of five cents for each communicant, in their respective

Presbyteries, viz.

:

Catskill, Pennsylvania, Cayuga, Buffalo, Rochester, Hudson, Long Island,

New York, 3d. New York, 4th, Newark, Philadephia, 3d, Harrisburgh. Erie,

Pittsburgh, Saginaw, Grand River Valley, Lake Superior, Maumee, Scioto,

Cincinnati, Dayton, Hamilton. Salem, Madison, Lidianapolis, Green Castle,

Crawfordsville, Fort Wayne, Illinois, Schuyler, Wabash, bttawa, Knox,
Galena, Chicago, Belvidere, Bloomington, Fox River, Columbus, Des Moines,
Iowa City, Keokuk, Dubuque, Iowa Valley, Minnesota, Sierra Nevada. San
Jose, St. Louis, and Northern Missouri.

2d. That 29 Presbyteries have contributed to the Contingent Fund, at the
rate of sixty cents or more for each of their ministers, viz.

:

Albany, Columbia, Watertown, Utica, Geneva, Chemung. Lyons, Onon-
daga, Delaware, Ontario, Niagara, Genesee Valley, North River, Brooklyn,
Rockaway. 3Iontrose, Philadelphia, 4th, Wilmington, Meadville, Detroit,

Marshall, Washtenaw, Huron, Trumbull, Cleveland, Pataskala, St. Joseph,
Logan.sport, and Milwaukee.
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3cl. That the Presbytery of Portage has contributed to the Contingent

Fund the sum of one dollar.

4th. That the whole amount placed in the hands of your
Committee is $3364.57

That the whole amount of bills presented for Mileage

and expenses is 2538.35
Leaving a balance, after paying in full all the bills

for mileage and expenses, of 826.22 [242]
Your Committee recommend, that the bills for mileage and necessary

expenses as audited be paid in full, and that the balance of $826.22 be paid

to the Stated Clerk of the Assembly, to be applied to the Contingent Fund.
5th. That the following 23 Presbyteries have made no contribution what-

ever, viz.

:

Champlain, Troy. St. Lawrence, Oswego, Bath. Ithaca, Cortland, Tioga,

Otsego, Chenango, Genesee, Monroe, Kalamazoo, Coldwater, Grand River,

Elyria, Athens, Franklin and Alton. Chariton, San Francisco, Kansas, and

District of Columbia.

6th. Your Committee would recommend that these Presbyteries, including

the Presbytery of Portage, be requested to pay to the vStated Clerk of the

Assembly, for the Contingent Fund, sixty cents for each minister in their

respective Presbyteries.

7th. That while your Committee are gratified in being able to recommend
the payment, in full, of all bills presented to them, they would earnestly call

your attention to the fact, that the payments as made are unequal, and fre-

quently work as a hardship in some cases, on account of the failure of many
able Presbyteries to meet their assessments.

The plan, however, adopted by the General Assembly, is highly satis-

factory, and only requires a prompt compliance by all to meet all expenses

;

and they would recommend the Assembly, earnestly to enjoin it on all the

Presbyteries to comply with the provisions of the plan in full.

8th. They would earnestly recommend a uniform assessment of five

cents for each communicant, agreeable to the published Minutes of the

Assembly, as being amply sufl&cient to defray the expenses of the next

General Assembly.
The report was adopted.

The Assembly took up the unfinished business, viz., the consideration of

the report of the Standing Committee on Education. Pending its discussion,

the Assembly adjourned until 21 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

TJuin^dmj, May 24/7i, 2 J- o'clock. P. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported an answer to the

inquiry—•' Ought the eldership to participate in the ordination of ministers

by laying on of hands?" as follows:

It is a recognized principle in our Church polity, in accordance as we be-

lieve with apostolic teaching, that bishops, ministers, and elders constitute but

one grade or rank of officers in the Christian Church
;
and hence, that in all

our church judicatories they have equal rights and powers. In all the judicial

business of the Church all are [243] presbyters alike. (See Form of Gov.,

Chap. IX., sees. 1, 2, 4 ; Chap. X., sees. 2 to 7 ; Chap. XL, sees. 1, 2 ; and

Chap. XII., sec. 2.) Still it cannot be denixl, that in the Bible a distinction

is recognized between those presbyters who rule only, and those who both
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rule and preach. Li the practice of the Presbyterian Church, in all its

branches, this distinction has become very marked. Some are set apart

expressly to preach the Gospel, and to administer the ordinances of God's
house. They are presbyters in common with others ; but, as ministers of

Christ, they have functions and rights peculiar to themselves, and are

required to possess peculiar qualifications. Li the ordination of ministers,

your Committee believe there are two distinct things to be done. 1st. The
examination and approval of the candidate. In this all the members of the

Presbytery participate alike ; and 2d. The formal act of induction into office,

in which, by almost universal consent, as we suppose, only ministers officiate.

It is true, our Form of Government, Chap. XY., sec. 14, speaks of the

whole Presbytery as laying on hands, and giving the right hand of fellow-

ship. But every statute should be construed consistently with itself, and
with general usage under the statute. Your Committee would suggest that

the act of induction is ministerial, not judicial. And as, in respect to bap-

tism, the elders jointly with the pastor determine who shall be admitted to

this ordinance, yet the pastor only administers it ; so in ordination, the whole
Presbytery determine the fitness of the candidate, but only the ministers

present induct into office. This, we believe, has been the universal practice

under this rule ; and that this usage was intended by the framers of the

book, seems probable from the fact that, in the form of induction, those

aiding in the service are directed to extend to the new minister their right

hands, saying :
" We give you the right hand of fellowship to take part of

this ministry with us." This language manifestly implies, that those thus

welcoming him do themselves occupy places in that ministry into which they

welcome him. The Committee therefore recommend that the question be
answered in the negative.

The report was adopted.

Also, on a memorial from certain members of a church in Bloomfield,

N. J. ; and the report was accepted and placed upon the docket.

The Assembly resumed the consideration of the report of the Standing
Committee on Education ; but, before its conclusion,

Adjourned until 7j o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Thursday, May 24th, 7 J o'clock P. 31.

The Assembly met, agreeably to previous arrangement, for the celebration

of the Lord's Supper ; and, in union with a number of Christians, who
accepted the invitation to participate with them, united in the celebration

of the ordinance.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer. [^I'l]

Friday, May 25th, 9 o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last two sessions were read and approved.

The Committee on the Polity, of the Church reported an answer to the

following inquiry, " Is it forbidden by our standards to baptize adult con-

verts upon a general confession of faith in Christ, previous to their being

received into a particular church, and assenting to its articles of faith ?" as

follows :

A profession of faith in Christ, and obedience to him, is all that is re-

quired, in our standards, of those who are out of the visible Church in order
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to their being baptized. (See Con. of F., Chap. XXVIII., sec. 4 ; Lar. Cat.,

Question 166 ; Shorter Cat., Question 95.) Hence, cases may occur, in

which, as in the case of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch, it may be proper

to baptize a person who does not expect immediately to connect himself

with any particular church. But, inasmuch as it was the obvious intent

of the Saviour that all his disciples should be associated in local churches,

and inasmuch as we cannot obey one of his commandments—that requiring

us to remember him at his table—without such connection, therefore, your
Committee believe, that in no ordinary circumstances can a person give good
evidence of a I'eadiness to obey Christ in all things, who, having the oppor-

tunity, does not connect himself with some particular branch of the visible

body of Christ. In the practice of our Church, and according to her stand-

ards, baptism is manifestly regarded as a part of the general profession of

faith in, and obedience to, Christ, which constitute his initiation into the

visible Church, and into some particular branch of it; and in no ordinary

case ought the several parts of this solemn profession to be separated.

The report was adopted.

The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions presented their report, which
was read, accepted, and placed upon the docket.

The Committee an Bills and Overtures presented a report, which was
accepted and placed upon the docket.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported that an Overture had
been received from Rev. J. C. Adamson, D. D., of the 3d Presbytery of New
York, now in South Africa, suggesting the appointment of a delegation

from our branch of the Presbyterian family to the Convention, to be held

in Edinburgh during the present year, to commemorate the establishment of

the Protestant Reformation in Scotland three hundred years since.

The Committee recommended, and the Assembly adopted the recommenda-
tion, in compliance with this suggestion, that Rev. William Adams. D. D.,

of the 4th Presbytery of New York, Rev. M. L. P. Thompson, D. D., of the

Presbytery of Cincinnati, Rev. John Jenkins, D. D., of the 3d Presbytery

uf Philadelphia, and Rev. Robert R. Booth, of the 3d Presbytery of New
York, be appointed to attend the [245] convention alluded to, and to act as

Delegates of this Assembly in its proceedings.

The Assembly took up the unfinished business, viz., the consideration of

the report of the Standing Committee on Education. After a full discus-

sion, the following preamble and resolutions were adopted

:

The Standing Committee on Education for the Ministry, to whom was
referred the report of the Permanent Committee on the same subject,

respectfully submit the following report

:

The attention of the Assembly is called to the occasion of gratitude, to the

great Head of the Church, for the increasing interest which is felt in this

cause throughoiit our Church, for the continued prosperity of our Theologi-

cal Seminaries, and especially for the success which has attended the effoi*ts

to enlarge the endowments of Auburn and Lane Seminaries.

At the same time, we are called upon for more earnest prayer to the Lord
of the harvest, in view of the fact, that the whole number of students in

these institutions, and, so far as we can learn, the whole number of candi-

dates for the ministry in any stage of their education, is scarcely at all in

advance of that of the preceding year. The number entering the ministry

of our Church, from year to year, is entirely inadequate to meet the demands
for our own home-field—even if we should do nothing toward furnishing a

supply for foreign lands. While as an Assembly we are endeavoring to

awaken in all our churches a deeper interest both in foreign and domestic
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missions, it should not be forgotten, that that interest must necessarily be but

transient, unless we have men to send abroad, who shall constitute our best

and strongest bonds of union with far distant lands ; and men to cultivate

the new tields which may be opened, and occupy the new churches which

may be formed, at home. All our attempts to enlarge our borders, and to

gather new churches, by means of exploring missionaries, are greatly em-

barrassed, and many of them rendered comparatively useless, by the want

of men to enter the fields as permanent laborers. This, so far as instru-

mental agency is concerned, is emphatically our great want. That this want
may be rapidly supplied, let all Christians be exhorted to remember the com-

mand of the Master in their families and in their social circles—" Pray ye the

Lord of the harvest," etc.

The labors of the Permanent Committee, through their Secretary, have done

much to deepen the interest on this subject in the churches, Presbyteries, and

Synods, and especially among the young men in the various institutions

which he has visited. Your Committee are persuaded, that if the condition

of this whole cause at this time could be compared with what it was four

years ago when these labors commenced, the Assembly and the churches

would feel, that the money necessary to sustain them could not have been

better expended, and that these labors must on no account be discontinued.

Their report has already informed you of the embarrassment under which
they have labored, on account of the fact that the interest in the cause " has

gathered itself ai'ound local centres," instead of around one common centre,

so that what they have done cannot be embodied and made manifest to the

Church at large. [246]
The most serious question which presses upon the minds of your Com-

mittee is, Can these causes of embarrassment and difficulty be removed

—

wholly or in part ?

They believe that they can be removed, and that it is the sincere desire

of all parts of the Church that they should be. Therefore,

Resolved, 1. That the Permanent Committee continue their work as here-

tofore ; and that they be instructed, at an early day, to revise the present

plan of the Assembly, and submit the revised plan to the Presbyteries, with

the earnest request that they express their views and wishes concerning it to

the Permanent Committee previous to the meeting of the next Assembly
;

and that Rev. Albert Barnes, D. Howe Allen, D. D., Ezra A. Huntington,

D. D., and Henry B. Smith, D. D., be appointed to confer with said Com-
mittee concerning the revision of the plan.

2. That this Assembly are gratified to learn that the Permanent Commit-
tee have begun to aid students from their own treasury

;
and that the

churches be earnestly requested to replenish that treasury, that the work
may go on in a manner worthy of the cause and of the Church at large.

3. That John J. Owen, D. D., Jonathan F. Stearns, D. D., Hon. William
Jessup, LL.D., J. W. Benedict, and W. W. Wickes, be elected members of

the Permanent Committee, to serve three years ; and that Rev. Theodore L.

Cuyler be elected to serve two yeai-s, in the place of A. Augustus Wood,
D. D., who has resigned his place in the Committee.

Friday, May 25th, 2 J o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session wei;e read and approved.

The Assembly took from the docket the report of the Standing Com-
mittee on Publication, which, after some discussion, was adopted, and is as

follows

:
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The Standing Committee of Publication respectfully report

:

It is a matter of satisfaction to notice from year to year the indication

of advance, slow but sure, in this important department of the Church's

activity.

The Presbyterian Publication Committee, in their report, (which, with the

Treasurer's account and vouchers, has been carefully considered by us,) fur-

nish evidence that they have been faithful stewards of the very limited

resources placed at their control.

They have added to their list of publications a number of tracts and

volumes which promise to be useful ; among which is the long-needed Tune
Book, literally, as it is named, " Eclectic " of the melodies widely familiar in

our congregations. This, with the admirable " Church Psalmist," will con-

tribute to promote a uniformity in the service of song of our beloved Ziim.

These new publications, as their [247] report rcn)arks, must " add moral as

well as material strength " to the Publication cause.

The sales of the year furnish a grateful indication of the growth of this

scheme. The amount, for a period of eleven months included in the report,

exceeds $15,000 ; being an advance of GO per cent, over that of last year,

and of 200 per cent, over that of the year previous.

The donations, likewise, are represented under the respectable figure of

$8095.81 ; though an abatement from the satisfaction of this item must
be had, in view of the fact, that it is mainly the result of a special appeal

to the churches of Philadelphia, which have before done so much for the

cause ; and consequently it does not express the interest felt by the body at

large.

The present capital of the Publication Committee may, perhaps, be

estimated as high as $15,000 ; which, considering the newness of the scheme,

and the difficulties under which it has been prosecuted, is certainly honorable

to the energy and management of the brethren who have had it in hand,

if not particularly creditable to the liberality of the denominatiim at large.

But, while we recognize this advance, we must not ignore the fact, that

the Publication enterprise is yet in its infancy and weakness, and needs the

fostering help of the churches.

The Publication Committee, in discharging the trust laid upon them,

painfully realize the need of resources greatly beyond what have yet been

supplied them. Indeed, in order to sustain the scheme, to keep it alive

by meeting the demands of its natural growth, the brethren who compose
that Committee are compelled to lie under a heavy personal pecuniary

responsibility, to which they ought not for one day to be subjected.

The only relief for this weakness and inconvenience is, the formation of

a working capital in some measure proportioned to the aims of the General

Assemblies, which have established and continued the Publication Commit-
tee. And, until individuals of wealth may be inclined adequately to endow
this enterprise, we must look to the annual and continued collections from

our churches, to raise it gradually to a position of ability, in which it may
wield the power for good, that was contemplated in its organization.

This Committee therefore recommend,
1. That the Publication Committee be endowed with a working capital of

not less than twenty-five thousand dollars
;

2. That the General Assembly earnestly request all their churches to

make a special contribution for this object in the month of October next;

and
3. That the Publication Committee be authorized, in their discretion, to

employ an agent for the furtherance of this design.
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It appears from the report before us, that less than one-half the number
of our churches have done anything for the Publication cause ; a fact

which plainly and painfully suggests the want of instruction on the relations

of this cause to our denominational interests, as well as the promotion of

sound doctrine and godliness among the people. The Committee would
therefore recommend,

4. That the Assembly earnestly request the pastors to preach to their

congre[248]gations on this subject in connection with the call for a contri-

bution in October.

It is too late, at this day, to argue the importance of the Publication

scheme to our organic interests as a denomination. The disadvantage at

which we were placed by the want of a distinctive press, in the presence of

other bodies fully armed with this great instrument of power, was the

moving cause of the initiation of this scheme. But there is reason to think

that our membership at large, and too many of our ministers and elders, are

yet very imperfectly awake to our weakness in this regard, and the necessity

of coming up, with quick and resolute step, into line with other ecclesiastical

bodies, if we would honor our profession, and satisfy the claims of our

Master.

The General Assembly last year ordered, that churches, making collec-

tions for the Publication cause, should be allowed to receive one-half the

amount of their contributions in publications of the Committee. This pro-

vision it is thought desirable should be renewed, and brought to the atten-

tion of the churches.

The object of endowing the Publication Committee with the means of

making books, is for the end that they may be circulated among the people.

Hence the need that all, who understand the importance of this enterprise,

should give their co-operation to this end. The Publication Committee
have not the means to employ colporteurs and missionaries to carry their

books and tracts abroad through the land. But pastors and elders may,
without burdening themselves, and in the line of their official duties, do
much to distribute them among the people. There are some of both pastors

and elders, who are now, in this way, greatly subserving the aims of this

enterprise.

The suggestion is an important one, that in Synods or Presbyteries, a

small amount of capital might be invested in the Committee's publications,

and these put into the hands of some suitable person in a central position,

for sale. The receipts from sales being re-invested from time to time, a per-

petual stock would be maintained. It is obviously impos.sible for the Com-
mittee, with their limited means, to establish depots at many points.

Among the papers put into our hands, are certain resolutions of the

Synod of Michigan, expressive of their views on the proper policy of the

Publication Committee in the preparation of a literature for our churches.

We think these views are eminently just, and should be commended to the

attention of that Committee, believing, indeed, that they but express the

opinions of the brethren themselves in that Committee.
A memorial from the Presbytery of Hamilton desires the General Assem-

bly " to instruct the Publication Committee to issue, if practicable, an
edition of the ' Church Psalmist ' in smaller type than the smallest size now
published, in order to bring it within the reach of a greater number of peo-

ple ; and that the retail price be not more than thirty cents." This Com-
mittee believe, that the memorial expresses a widely-felt want for a low-priced

edition of the ' Psalmist,' and recommend that the Publication Committee be

instructed in accordance with the memorial. [249]
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The term of office of the following members of the Publication Committee
expires, during the sessions of this Assembly, viz. : Rev. John Jenkins, D. D.,

Rev. J. Glentworth Butler, Charles S. Wurts, M. D., Samuel C. Perkins, Esq.,

and Hon. William Strong ; they recommend that these gentlemen be re-

elected on the Committee for the term of three years.

They also recommend for preacher before the next General Assembly,
the Rev. M. L. P. Thompson, D. D., principal, and Rev. Samuel P. Seelye,

alternate.

The sixth annual report of the Trustees of the Presbyterian House has

been before the Committee. It records the removal by death of two of their

number, namely, Charles S. Wurts and Rev. George Chandler, men of un-

common excellency of character, and active in the service of the Church.

The exhibition made by this Board of their trust is satisfactory, and
demands tli.e approval and thanks of the Assembly. The term of five of their

number expires at this time, namely : John A. Brown, Matthew W. Baldwin,

Samuel H. Perkins, Esq., Rev. Thomas Brainerd, D. D., and Rev. George
Chandler. We nominate for election the first four, with Rev. Ennals E.

Adams, for the term of two years ; and of Charles S. Wurts, M. D., to fill the

vacancy in the Board occasioned by the decease of his father, the late Charles

S. Wurts, for the term of one year.

The report of the Standing Committee on Church Extension, on the annual
report of the Trustees of the Church Erection Fund, was taken from the

docket, adopted, and is as follows

:

The Standing Committee on Church Extension, to whom was referred the

annual report of the Trustees of the Church Erection Fund, also a memorial
from the Presbytery of Iowa City, touching certain articles in the plan for

the administration of the Fund, report as follows :

We find, in the report of the Trustees of the Fund, gratifying evidence

that they have performed their duties faithfully and well during the past

year, and that the practical working of the Plan, as to its essential features,

is such as ought to be satisfactory to all our churches.

We recommend that the appropriations to the several Synods, for the

ensuing year, be as follows

:

Albany,
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vacancy in the tliird class of Trustees, Mr. William A. Bootli, Rev. Asa D.

Smith, D. D., and Rev. James W. McLane, J). D.

Rev. Theodore W. J. Wylie, D. D., the Delegate of the General Synod of

the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America, took leave of the

Assembly, and the Moderator responded in a brief address.

It was made the first order of the day for to-morrow morning to elect

Trustees of the Church Erection Fund, and Trustees of the Presbyterian

House.
The Special Committee, to whom was referred the report of the Commission

on Home Missions, presented their report, which was accepted, and made the

order of the day for to-morrow at 10 o'clock A. M.
The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported supplies for various

pulpits on the ensuing Sabbath.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Sdtiirda}/, May 26th, 9 o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

Rev. Asa D. Smith, D. D., Rev. James W. McLane, D. D., and Mr. William
A. Booth, were elected Trustees of the Church Erection Fund, to serve for

three years; and Mr. Anthony P. Halsey, in place of Mr. Oliver H. Lee, for

two years.

The following were elected Trustees of the Presbyterian House : Mr. John
A. Brown, Mr. Matthew W. Baldwin, Rev. Thomas Brainerd, D. D., Rev.
Ennals J. xldams, Samuel H. Perkins, Esq., for two years; and Charles S.

Wurts, M. D., for one year, in the place of Mr. Charles S. Wurts, deceased.

The Committee on Leave of Absence, reported that the following Com-
missioners have been excused from attendance on the further sessions of the

Assembly :

Rev. Messrs. James Wood, Wellington W. Wells, William Lusk, Walter
Clarke, D. D., Charles S. Robinson, James M. Sherwood, [251] and E. J.

Gillett, D. D. Messrs. Thos. Farnham, Robert S. Williams, Hon. Levi Baxter,

Cortland L. Latimer, John McElroy, Alfred Beasley, M. D., Guernsey Y.
Roots, Daniel Cortner, Daniel W. Ingersoll, Abel H. Wilder, M. D., James
Porter, Charles Wallace. James H. Hotchkin, Abel Knapp, Stephen C. Der-

mott, William A. Eldridge, Benjamin S. Bently, Hon. Mordecai McKinney,
and Frederick Bourns.
The Assembly entered upon the consideration of the report of the Special

Committee on Home Missions ; but, before its conclusion.

Adjourned until Monday, at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 28th, 9 o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported on an Overture from
Alfred Beasley, M. D., of the Presbytery of Cincinnati, inquiring whether
a respect for the action of former Assemblies does not demand, from our
Southern Presbyteries, some explanation of the condition of the churches
under their care, in relation to Slavery, as follows :

Your Committee have not been supplied with any information, which
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brings before us, in a manner authorized by our Book of Discipline,

relations, practices, or delinquencies in relation to Slavery, which demand
or render desirable any action of the Assembly on that subject at the present

meeting.

The report was adopted.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported an Overture, requesting

the Assembly to consider the propriety of appointing an official reporter of

its proceedings.

The Committee recommended, that the paper be referred to the Committee
of Arrangements for the next General Assembly, with instructions that, if

they find such an arrangement practicable, it may be effected.

The report was adopted.

The Assembly resumed, and continued until the time of adjournment,

the consideration of the report of the Special Committee on Home Mis-

sions.

Adjourned until 2'. o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [252]

Monday, May 28fh, 2i o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee to nominate Delegates to Corresponding Bodies presented

their report, which, after amendment, was adopted, and is as follows

:

To the

1. General Assembly of tlie Cumhe.rland Presltyierian Church—Rev.
William W. Whipple, principal ; and Bev. Joseph Wilson, alternate.

2. General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Chvrch in Nortli Amer-
ica—Bev. Henry M. Field, principal

;
and Bev. John Spaulding, alternate.

3. General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United

States—Bev. George Duflfield, Jr., principal ; Elder P. Frazer Smith, alternate.

4. Synod of the German Reformed Church in the United States—Bev.

Conway P. Wing. D. D., principal ; and Bev. Elias J. Bichards, alternate.

5. General Association of Massachusetts—Bev. Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D.,

principal ; and Bev. J]ber M. Bollo, alternate.

6. General Association of Connecticut—Bev. Thornton A. Mills, principal

;

and Bev. J. Few Smith, D. D., alternate.

7. General Association of New Hampshire—Bev. Henry Little, principal;

and Bev. Simon S. Goss, alternate.

8. Genercd Convention of Vermont—Bev. Edwin Hall, D. D., principal

;

and Bev. Boyal A. Avery, alternate.

9. General Conference of Maine—Bev. George A. Howard, principal
;
and

Bev. Jotham Sewall, alternate.

10. Presbyterian and Congregationcd Convention of Wisconsin— Rev. Addi-

son K. Strong, principal ; and Bev. Arthur Swazey, alternate.

The Committees on the Becords of the Synods of Wabash and Alta

California reported, that the records are not in the house, and were dis-

charged.

The report of the Special Committee on Home Missions, after further

discussion, and prayer for divine guidance, was adopted without dissent, and

is as follows

:

The Committee, to whom was referred the general subject of Home Mis-

sions, together with the report of the Commission, appointed by the General

Assembly at Wilmington, to make investigation respecting the same, submit,

and recommend for adoption, the following paper :
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1. We regard the statements and representations made in the report of

the Commission, as essentially correct and just. And we believe that this

lucid and faithful exposition of facts and principles, if brought before our
churches and the public at large, would remove [253] many misappre-

hensions, and do an important service to the cause of truth. It is therefore

ordered, that at least 5000 copies of the report be printed, under the direction

of the Stated Clerk of the Assembly, for general circulation.

2. We deeply regret, that our relations to the American Home Missionary

Society seem to grow more and more complicated and embarrassing. We
see no prospect of any such effectual removal of the difficulties, which have
sprung up between that Society and our Church, as will fully re-establish the

harmonious and beneficent co-operation in the Home Missionary work, which
was so happily maintained in former years. All endeavors to effect a satis-

factory adjustment of the matters of difference between us and the Execu-
tive Committee of the American Home Missionary Society have proved
fruitless. And the position, which has been assumed in relation to our Church
Extension operations, and the action of the Greneral Assembly; by the lead-

ing Congregational Associations with which we are in correspondence, indicates

a deep and settled feeling on their part, which appears to foretoken a speedy
dissolution of the copartnership in Home Missions, unless we shall consent

to abandon a great work which we believe Divine Providence has set before

us, and shall retrace steps which we have taken under a most solemn convic-

tion of our duty to God and to his Church.
3. It is with us no longer an open question, whether we should continue

to prosecute our Church Extension work, so as to supply any lack of service

that may exist on our field, according to our own judgment and ability. In
maintaining this position, we are guilty of no breach of good faith towards
the American Home Missionary Society. For we have never expressly, nor

by remote implication, bound ourselves to make that Society the exclusive

agency of our Church in the Home Missionary work.

In pursuing our Church Extension work, we feel that we are only dis-

charging an imperative duty which the Great Head of the Church has laid

upon us. The necessity for this work is becoming increasingly urgent, in

consequence of new circumstances over which we have no control ; and we
must go forward, and not backward, in the prosecution of it.

4. While we deem it incumbent on our Church to maintain firmly the

principles and policy regarding this subject, which have been heretofore adopt-

ed and acted upon by the General Assembly, we earnestly desire to effect a

good understanding with our Congregational brethren. We have no dis-

position to take any advantage of them in our co-operation with them
;

nor do we assert any right or liberty for ourselves wlaich we do not freely

accord to them.

We have earnestly desired continued co-operation with our brethren in

the work of Home Missions, provided it could be carried forward in con-

sistency with the proper liberty of our churches. Presbyteries, and higher

judicatories, and in fraternal confidence. But, if a separation must take

place, we trust that it may be effected in Christian love, and solely with a

view to the greater peace and efficiency of both denominations. [2-^4]

And, that we may do all in our power to secure a wise and Christian

adjustment of the difficulties by which we are encompassed, in relation to

this subject, the General Assembly hereby appoint a Committee of ten, to

meet, in a fraternal conference, a Committee of Congregational brethren,

(should such a Committee be appointed,) consisting of two members from
each of the Congregational bodies with which this General Assembly is in
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correspondence, namely : the General Association of Connecticut, the Gen-

eral Association of Massachusetts, the General Convention of Vermont, the

General Association of New Hampshire, and the General Conference of

Maine. To carry into effect this arrangement, the Committee of Conference

are hereby instructed to address a communication to each of the bodies

already named, inviting them to appoint a like Committee to meet with the

Committee of this General Assembly.

5. It shall be the duty of the Committee of the Assembly, herein provided

for, to use their utmost endeavors to secure such an understanding between

us and our Congregational brethren in regard to our co-operation with them

in the work of Home Missions, as may conduct to an equitable and final

settlement of this whole question.

It shall also be the duty of this Committee to make a full report to the

next General Assembly, and to recommend to that body such plans and

measures pertaining to the Home Missionary work as they may deem wise

and necessary.

6. We would lay no restrictions whatever on our Presbyteries, or churches,

as to the exercise of their liberty, in choosing for themselves, through what

agency they shall bestow their contributions for the promotion of the Domes-

tic Missionary work. But we would earnestly urge them, to do all in their

power for the furtherance of this great cause, either through the A. H. M.

Society, or the Church Extension Committee, or both, or through some

other agency. And to suffer no feeling of suspense, as to the channels

through which they are to send forth the waters of life, to dry up the

fountains of their Christian beneficence.

Resolved, That four of the Committee of Conference appointed by the

above report, be a quorum ; and that they be authorized to fill their own
vacancies.

Kev. Henry A. Nelson, D. D., Eev. John McLeod, Rev. William N. Mc-

Harg, Rev. Clement E. Babb, and Rev. John Spaulding, were appointed a

Committee to nominate the Committee of Conference.

The Standing Committee on Church Extension, to whom was referred the

annual report of the Permanent Committee on Church Extension, together

with certain memorials on the subject of Home Missions, made a report,

which was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Standing Committee on Church Extension, to whom was referred the

annual report of the Permanent Church Extension Committee ; also certain

memorials, from several Presbyteries and one Synod, on the subject of Home
Missions, submit the following report

:

The report of the Permanent Committee affords encouraging proofs [255]

of progress in the work of Church Extension. This work is steadily grow-

ing on the hands of the Committee, and is carried forward by them with

wisdom and efficiency. An increase of about fifty per cent, in the receipts

of the Committee within the past year shows, that this cause is taking a deep

hold on the hearts of our people. The importance of the exploring agencies

that are employed by the Committee can hardly be overestimated. New and

wide fields are opening, that must not be neglected by our Church. The

number of our feeble churches, that can receive aid only from this Church

Extension Committee, is, from special causes, rapidly increasing.
_

These

churches must not be suffered to die, or be driven to other denominations for

support, as the condition of their continued existence. The present condi-

tion of our Home Missionary affairs multiplies, and will multiply, the

demands for the eflficient prosecution of our Church Extension enterprise.

The coming year will be one of great importance in the history of this work.
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A large increase upon the present receipts of the Committee will be urgently

needed.

In view of the whole case, we recommend the adoption of the following

resolutions

:

Besohrxl, 1. That the report of the Church Extension Committee be

approved, and that the Committee are hereby instructed to prosecute their

work with all the energy that they can command.
2. That we urge our feeble churches, that make application to the Com-

mittee for aid, to use their utmost endeavors to help themselves, and to ask

the Committee for the smallest amount with which they can adequately sup-

port their minister.

3. That we request all the churches in our connection, that are not aided

by the American Home 3Iissionary Society, to take up collections at an early

day for the Church Extension cause.

The term of office of the following members of the Permanent Committee
now expires, viz., Rev. Samuel W. Fisher, D. D., Hon. Joseph Allison, Mr.

Samuel Whilldin, Mr. Lawrence Peterson, and Rev. Benjamin J. Wallace,

D. J). We would recommend, to fill the vacancies thus occurring, the

names of Rev. Henry Kendall, D. D., Mr. Alexander Whilldin, Mr. Law-
rence Peterson, Hon. Joseph Allison, and Rev. Benjamin J. Wallace,

D. D.

The memorials referred to the Committee are from the Synod of Ohio and
the Presbyteries of Athens, Franklin, Hamilton, Watertown, Detroit, Alton,

and Dakota. All of these memorials, except that from the Presbytery of

Alton, express a desire that the co-operation between us and our Congrega-

tional brethren in the work of Home IMissions may be continued ; while,

with a single exception, they recognize our Church Extension work as

proper and necessary. The Presbytery of Alton ask, that the Assembly at

once take chai'ge of the entire Home Missionary work, in case it shall be

deemed advisable to dissolve our relations with the A. H. M. Society.

These memorials were laid before the Special Committee on Home Mis-

sions, and were duly considered by them in framing their report.

The Assembly took from the docket the report of the Standing [256]
Committee on Foreign Missions. Before concluding its consideration, the

Assembly adjourned until 7 5 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday^ May 28th, 7* o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Assembly resumed the consideration of the unfinished business, viz.,

the report of the Standing Committee on Foreign Missions. The report was
adopted, and is as follows

:

The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions beg leave to submit the

following report, and recommend its adoption by the General Assembly as

its utterance at the present time, on this most important subject

:

The command, " Go ye into all the woi'ld. and preach the Gospel to every

creature," is not surpassed for distinctness and impressiveness by any saying

of our Lord Jesus Christ. No one, that pretends to love the Master, can be

indiiferent to this direction. Nor does it pertain alone to individual believers.

It embraces every church in its organic character. Every denomination of

Christians must see to it that its name is identified with the cause of Foreign

Missions. It would be fatal to the hope of any professed disciple of the

Son of God, to have no sympathy with the suflPering Redeemer in his desire
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to save a perishing world. It is disgraceful to any company of believers not

to recognize, somewhere in their system, the obligation resting upon them to

take part, at whatever cost and sacrifice, in the conquest of the world to the
dominion of the Cross. It may not be necessary that there should be as

many distinct organizations, for sending out and sustaining missionaries upon
the foreign field, as there are separate denominations ; but if, upon careful

investigation, it be thought that in this way the strength and efficiency

of any portion of the people of God can thus be more completely developed,

then no considerations of a worldly policy should be allowed, for a moment,
to hinder the formation of a new missionary society. We are not called

upon to convert the heathen, but we are bound as individuals, as churches,

and as a distinct branch of the Church of Jesus Christ, to do all in our
power to preach the (jospel to every creature. We are debtors, made so by
the command of Jesus, " both to the Greeks and to the barbarians, both to the

wise and to the unwise ;

" so, as much as in us is, we must be ready to preach
the Gospel, not only to them that are at Rome, but to the crowded popula-

tion of China and India, to the scattered inhabitants of Polynesia, and to

the roving hordes in our own wilderness.

The practical que.stion at present is, whether, as a denomination, we [257]
can continue to work with the American Board, or whether the time has come
to initiate a system, under which we can more rapidly and fully develop the

strength and spirit of our people.

The General Assembly finds an answer to this question in the report of

its Permanent Committee, just presented, and that of the Committee of Con-
ference with the American Board ; which reports are to be printed in the

Appendix to the Minutes, after so much of the first report as relates to the

Presbyterial character of the churches of the Ahmednuggur Mission be

modified, as the Permanent Committee now desire, to correspond to the facts

in the case ; and, after the paragraph be stricken out, relating to the com-
munication of a missionary to a Presbytery, and the memorial of the Pres-

bytery to the Assembly.
The attention of the churches is called to certain particulars in this elab-

orate and excellent report of the Permanent Committee :

First. The urging upon Presbyteries of the importance of securing a more
perfect system, in respect to contributions for missionary purposes, and
especially the necessity of reporting such collections, not in a spirit of

boasting, but in order that full and correct statistics of our benevolent

operations may be secured.

Second. The correspondence from the Dacotah, the Madura, and the Afri-

can missions is worthy of notice, from the excellence of these communications

and the important information which they convey ; but more especially as

constituting the beginning of an interchange of letters between the General

Assembly and its absent and distant members, who are preaching the Gospel

among the heathen.

Third. That portion of the report which is in reply to the memorial for

the establishment of missions in Mexico, and Central or Southern America,

may be accepted as the proper reply to the resolution of the Presbytery of

Detroit, and a memorial signed by George DuflSeld and H. Kendall, sub-

mitted to the Standing Committee ; as it argues at length the impractica-

bility of attempting to establish separate and independent missions at the

present time.

It is only necessary to say, in respect to the report of the Special Com-
mittee of Conference with the American Board, that everything sought by
our Committee, or desired by the General Assembly, was cordially assented
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to ; and we rely upon tlie good faith of the Prudential Committee to carry

out their own dedaration, " that both ' reason ' and ' charity ' demand the

facilitation of such organizations," (that is. Foreign Pi'esbyteries,) " whenever
circumstances and a due regard to the great objects of this Board will allow ;

"

and, in view of the offer of the Prudential Committee, it is resolved, that the

General Assembly will gladly welcome the annual delegation sent to confer

with them by the American Board.

The Assembly wish to be understood, as expressing their undiminished

confidence in the noble institution, with which they have been so long associ-

ated in the work of evangelizing the world, and their desire still to co-opei'ate

with their brethren of another denomination in spreading the news of salva-

tion to the ends of the earth. Especially on this "jvibilee year," would the

Assembly enjoin upon all its churches to lend most liberal aid, in furthering

a result so desirable as that [-58] which is sought, viz., to bring the Board
to its next anniversary free from debt, and prepared to begin, with increased

ardor and energy, its second half-century in the glorious work of bringing all

mankind into subjection to Jesus Christ.

The term of office of the following members of the Permanent Committee
expires with this Assembly, viz., Rev. Albert Barnes, Rev. David 0. Allen,

D. D., Rev. Daniel W. Poor, D. D., Jesse W. Benedict, Esq., and Mi-. John
A. Brown.

It is respectfully recommended, as Rev. Albert Barnes declines a re-election,

and Rev. David 0. Allen, D. D., has removed to Massachusetts, that the

vacancies be filled by the re-election of Rev. Daniel W. Poor, D. D., Jesse W.
Benedict, Esq., and Mr. John A. Brown, with the addition of the names of

Rev. George Duffield, D. D., and Rev. Walter Clarke, D. D.

The Standing Committee on Church Extension, to whom was referred the

resolution, proposing that the General Assembly should instriict the Church
Extension Committee to offer no assistance to any church that has in its

communion one or more slaveholders, reported as follows :

1. The Permanent Committee on Church Extension is appointed to act for

the whole Church, being an organ of the General Assembly, which represents

the whole Church, and we can see no defensible pi'inciple on which such a

Committee could make discriminations, on moral grounds, between churches
that are recognized as having the same ecclesiastical standing under our
common Constitution.

2. The position of our Church is well understood to be one of opposition

to the spirit and the system of Slavery ; and we have no reason to believe,

that any churches connected with us are using their influence to sustain and
fortify that institution.

3. If it be true, that any members of churches in our connection hold

slaves under mistaken views of their duty towards them, we do not see that

this aff"ords any sufficient rea.son for withholding from them the Bread of

Life, and such enlightened teachings, as we believe our ministry are qualified

and disposed to impart, in relation to all the great principles of Chri.stian

duty. We sympathize with all Christian endeavors to remove impei-fection

and sin from the Church of Christ ; but we think this end is to be accom-
plished, not by withdrawing the Gospel from those who need it, but by affec-

tionate and prayerful efforts, to apply the principles of our holy religion to

the heart and conscience of every Christian, who is willing to receive in.struc-

tion.

4. The Church Extension Committee are fully aware of the ground which
our Church occupies with reference to this subject, and we have confidence

that thoy will conscientiously discharge their duty, with an enlightened

c
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regard to the promotion of righteousness and holiness in the Church and in

the world.

The report was adopted. [259]
Against the adoption of this report, Mr. William N. Allison and Rev.

Simon S. Goss entered their dissent.

The following protest, also, against this action was ordered to be entered

upon the Minutes :

The undersigned members of the Assembly desire to enter on the Minutes
their solemn protest against the action of the same, in adopting the resolu-

tions of the Committee on Church Extension, adverse to the resolution to

instruct the Church Extension Committee to extend no aid to any church
which has among its communicants one or more slaveholders, and to enjoin

on the evangelists, whom they may employ, to receive no person known to

be a slaveholder to the communion of any of the churches which they may
form, which resolution had been referred to said Committee ; for the following

reasons

:

1. Because said resolutions do really, though, we suppose, unintentionally,

misrepresent the said resolution in insinuating that said resolution forbids

the preaching of the Gospel to slaveholders ; while it only forbids those,

who are sustained by the contributions of our churches for the extension

of Christ's kingdom, from receiving slaveholders to the communion of the

Church.

2. Because said resolutions imply that we have no constitutional power to

interfere, in any way, with the admission of slaveholders into the Church,

though previous Assemblies have declared that the holding of our fellow-

beings in the condition of Slavery is an offense, in the proper sense of the

term, as used in the Book of Discipline ; and we believe it to be a crime of

the first magnitude; not less than adultery.

3. Because the action of the Assembly, in adopting these resolutions, is

contrary to that of the Assembly of 1818, which declares that " it is mani-

festly the duty of all Christians, who enjoy the light of the present day, to

use their honest, earnest, and unwearied endeavors, as speedily as possible,

to efface this blot on our hol}^ religion, and obtain the complete abolition of

Slavery throughout Christendom ;" which declaration has been repeatedly

re-affirraed by subsequent Assemblies, while we, by refusing to express

any disapprobation of receiving slaveholders to the Lord's table, do, in

eff'ect, express our approbation of so doing, and thus rivet the fetters of the

slave. George E. Clapp,

Thomas S. Williamson,

James Gordon.

A comnaunication was received from Rev. George Shepard, D. D., the

Delegate from the General Conference of Maine.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 8J o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday, May 29, 8^7 o clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved. [260]

The Committee, appointed to nominate the Committee of Conference with

a similar Committee to be appointed by the General Associations of New
England, made the following nominations : Rev. Albert Barnes, Rev. Jona-

than F. Stearns, D. D., Rev. Robert W. Patterson, D. D.. Rev. Thornton A.
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Mills, Rev. Edwin Hall, D. D., Rev. Asa D. Smith,. D. D., Rev. D. Howe
Allen, D. D., Rev. Samuel T. Seelye, Hon. William Jessup, LL.D., and
Walter S. Griffith.

In regard to the distribution of the five thousand copies of the report of

the Commission, the Committee recommend, that the Stated Clerk be

instructed to place one thousand copies at the disposal of the Committee
of Conference, and to send the remainder to the Stated Clerks of the several

Presbyteries, dividing them in proportion to the number of communicants in

each Presbytery.

The report was adopted.

Rev. James N. Edmiston appeared as a Delegate from the General Assem-

bly of the Cumberland Presbytei'ian Church ;
his name was entered upon the

Roll, and he addressed the Assembly.

The Committee on the Narrative of the State of Religion presented their

report, which was adopted, and ordered to be published ill the Appendix
to the Minutes. Pastors, stated supplies, and the sessions of vacant

churches, were also requested to read it, at some convenient season, to their

congregations.

The Assembly took from the docket the report of the Committee on the

Polity of the Church, on the request from the Presbytery of Chicago, ask-

ing the General Assembly to take measures to secure more accuracy and com-

pleteness in the reports of" our Presbyteries to the Assembly.

After discussion, the subject was referred to a Committee, consisting of the

Stated and Permanent Clerks, to report to the next Assembly.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church, to whom was referred the

Overture—When a church shall dismiss its ruling elders, and deny to its

members the right of appeal and complaint, and deny the authority of Pres-

bytery over it, has it a right to be represented in the judicatories of our

Church ?—reported as follows :

Our Church is organized on constitutional principles, with powers and

duties appropriate to each branch or part thereof; and, with a gradation of

subordinate and superior judicatories, designed to preserve unity of doctrine,

and orderly discipline, according to the Scriptures.

This Constitution does not recognize a right of revolution, and makes no

provision therefor ; but treats all such cases simply as breaches of order,

and visits them with appropriate constitutional remedies. Any individual

church is represented in the church judicatories constitutionally, only by

the pastor or an elder, one or both ; and it can find admission into such

judicatories only through such a mode of representation.

The Overture supposes three cases : 1st, a dismissal of elders ; 2d, a denial

of the right of appeal and complaint ; and 3d, a denial of the authority of

the Presbytery. [-^'1]

Each of these is an unconstitutional act, is utterly null and void, and

subjects the offending church to visitation and discipline at the hands of the

Presbytery. The Form of Gov., Ch. X., sec. 8, empowers the Presbytery

"to visit particular churches, for the purpose of inquiring into their .state,

and redressing the evils that may have arisen in them ; to unite or divide

congregations, at the request of the people; or to form or receive new con-

gregations ; and, in general, to order whatever pertains to the spiritual wel-

fare of the churches under their care."

The above-named acts of insubordination, being void, work no effect ; the

session have still the right, and it is their duty, to send one of the elders to

the Presbytery and the Synod ; and his votes and acts in these bodies are the

votes and the acts of the church. So, too, the Presbytery may send any
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one of such elders to the Genei'al Assembly ; and should such church refuse
obedience to the acts of the judicatories so constituted, it would be subject to

the discipline, in due form, of our ecclesiastical law. Such church has a right

to be represented by elders, and it cannot pass by them and substitute a pri-

vate member as its representative. A void act of deposition, or dismission

of its elders, does not incapacitate the church. In sending one of its dis-

missed elders to the Presbytery or the Synod, it disaffirms its illegal act

;

and that is an end of it ; and if it should send a Delegate, not an elder, he
could not be received ; and the church would simply be unrepresented,
(except by the pastor,) irro Tide vice ; but the church is still under the care

of the Presbytery, and subject to its government. The bond of union,

which was formed by mutual and concurrent consent and act, cannot be dis-

solved by an ex parte act of insubordination or revolution, until the other

party has acted thereon. The Committee, therefore, recommend the follow-

ing answer to the Overture :

Resoh-eJ, That the acts of insubordination, specified in the Overture, do
not, of themselves, infer a forfeiture of the church's right to be represented

in the church judicatories; but such I'cpresentation must be in the mode,
and by the persons, specified in the Constitution of the Church.
The report was adopted.

The report of the Committee on the Polity of the Church, on a memorial
from certain members of the church in Bloomfield, N. J., inquiring as to the

rights of female and minor members of the church to vote in elections for

church officers, was indefinitely postponed.

A similar disposition was made of the report of the Committee on Bills

and Overtures, previously accepted and placed upon the docket.

The Permanent Committee on Home Missions, appointed by the last

Assembly, were continued for the present year, with the exception of Mr.

Robert M. Hartley, in the place of Mr. Norman White.

Mr. Christopher R. Robert, Jesse W. Benedict, Esq., and Mr. John C.

Hines were appointed auditors of the Church Erection Fund.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported an Overture from W. F.

Stuart, Samuel Polkey, Robert Barry, Joseph H. Leonard, [262] and Parker

Earle, representatives of different Temperance organizations in Illinois, pray-

ing that this General Assembly would " give the Temperance cause a proper

prominence among the means of reform sustained by the Church ;
" and

especially suggesting, that it would " arrange or recommend that some
proper Temperance movement should sustain the same relation to the

churches, as the Tract, the Bible, and the Missionary causes do, both

morally and financially, it would be of immense advantage to the cause."

The Committee report, that this Overture did not come into their posses-

sion until near the close of the sessions of the Assembly, affording but little

time for such action as the importance of the subject demands. In compli-

ance with the request of the petitioners, the Assembly ai'e willing to assign

to the cause of Temperance a relation to our Church not dissimilar to that

which has been given to the benevolent objects with which it is compared.

But with none of these do we maintain any other connection, than that

which their own moral power secures upon the free affection and esteem of

our members. Very cheerfully and earnestly would this Assembly commend
the cause of Temperance to all the ministers and members of our Church,

and urge them heartily to co-operate with every judicious effort in a Chris-

tian spirit to promote it ; that pastors frequently preach upon the sub-

ject, and especially that no countenance be given to those social usages, by

which great temptations to intemperance are thrown before their fellow-men.
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The report was adopted.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported, that the following Com-
missioners had been excused from further attendance on the sessions of the

Assembly

:

Rev. Messrs. Joseph Chester, George E. W. Leonard, Isaac G. Ogden,
John Mattocks, William S. Leavitt. James A. Carnahan, Fordyce Harring-

ton, John R. Young, Rufus R. Deming, David A. Grosvenor, Ova H. Sey-

mour, Clement E. Babb, George E. Pierce, D. D., William Fuller, Lewis H.
Reid, Cornelius H. Taylor, Julius S. Pattengill, William Wisner, D. D., and
Henry M. Field. Messrs. Edward A. Durant, John Gaul, Jr., John Maclay,

Luther H. Trask, Edgar B. Day, William A. Woods, Thomas B. Hopper,
Hon. William W. Davison. Jacob M. Schermerhorn, Anthony H. Hinkle,

John 0. Wishard, Joseph Esty, James R. McDonald, John R. Osborne, and
Loren J. Ames, M. D.

The Standing Committees severally reported, that they had no further

business before them.

The janitor's bill, the bills for printing and stationery, the traveling

expenses of the Delegates to Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Con-
necticut, Canada, Wisconsin, and the German Reformed Synod, with the

salaries and traveling expenses of the Stated and Permanent Clerks, were
ordered to be paid.

Resolved, That the Minutes of this Assembly, with the usual Ap- [263]
pendix, and the reports of the Treasurers of the Permanent Committees, be

printed, under the direction of the Stated Clerk.

The following resolutions were adopted :

Resolved, That the great good already accomplished by the Society for

Promoting Collegiate and Theological Education at the West, in sustaining

and encouraging valuable institutions in times of commercial embarrassment,

until they could be placed on permanent foundations, is entitled to the grate-

ful acknowledgment of this Assembly ; while its unfinished work is worthy
of the hearty sympathy and generous aid of all the friends of sound learn-

ing and enlightened piety ; especially in regard to completing the endow-
ment of the institutions now under its patronage.

Resolved, That the efforts of our brethren on the Pacific coast, to establish

the institutions of education and religion among them, and especially to

endow the Colleges of California and Oregon, are worthy of the confidence

and pati'onage of our churches.

The following resolutions of thanks were adopted

:

Resolved, That the thanks of this General Assembly be presented to the

respective railroad companies, who have generously consented to a reduction

of their i-egular fai'e, in favor of the Commissioners and others, who have
been in attendance on our sessions.

Also, to the citizens of Pittsburgh, Allegheny City, and the neighboring

villages, whose large-hearted hospitality has been so munificently extended

to the members of the Assembly, and rendered their sojourn so pleasant and

so gratefully memorable, with the assurance of our fervent prayers, that

they and theirs may be abundantly " recompensed by the Giver of all

good."

Also, to the Committee of Arrangements for their promptness and assiduity,

in providing for the convenience and comfort of their numerous visitors on

this occasion.

Also, to the Trustees of the Third Presbyterian church, for the use of

their commodious house of worship, and its ample accommodations.

Also, to the Moderator, the Rev. Thornton A. Mills, for the able and
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impartial manner in which he has presided over the deliberations of the

Assembly ;
and for the discriminating and Christian courtesy which he has

extended to the Commissioners.

Also, that the Assembly happily appreciate the admirable taste and lux-

urious comity of the entertainment given them by the ladies, on the beautiful

grounds of Mr. Leslie, at his villa, in Oakland, to whom we are indebted for

one of the most delightful excursions and social gatherings that we have
ever enjoyed.

Also, that the thanks of the Assembly be given to the Young Men's
Mercantile Library Association for their generous and valuable tender of the

use of their library and reading-rooms.

The calling of the Roll was dispensed with, in consequence of the loss

of a portion of the report of the Committee on Leave of Absence. [264]
The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The business of the Assembly having been finished, and the vote having
been taken for the dissolving of the Assembly, the Moderator, with prayer

and the apostolic benediction, declared the Assembly dissolved
;
and required

another General Assembly, chosen in the same manner, to meet in the First

Presbyterian church, of the city of Syracuse, N. Y., on the third Thursday
of May, 1861, at 11 o'clock A. M.

HENRY DARLING, Permanent Clerk.

Pittsburgh, Pa., May 29th, 1860.

APPENDIX.
ANNUAL NAERATIVE

Op the State of Religion within the Bounds op the Presbyterian
Church in the United States of America, May, 1860.

The Narrative of the State of Religion, within the bounds of whatsoever

ecclesiastical body, is an answer, so far it goes, to Zion's question :
" Watch-

man, what of the night ? " When it is " the return of the year " that suggests

this question, and when the answer is to cover so vast a field as is represented

by this Assembly, this answer becomes one of peculiar interest, and we await

it with great anxiety, aware that we ourselves, in part, are responsible for it,

whatever it may be.

How has the battle gone during these twelve eventful months, amid the

multiplied opportunities and instrumentalities of this past year, in this portion

of the field and in that ; at the East, in the great Northwest, on the vast in-

tervening field of the Middle States, on the Pacific shore? " Watchman, what

of the night ? " We ought to have an answer to this great inquiry from every

portion of our field ; but we regret to say that many of the Presbyteries, as

in previous years, are silent. While the number of reports is somewhat

larger than it was last year—a fact which your Committee are glad to be able

to report, the number being then sixty-five, and this year seventy-one—they

yet feel called upon to suggest, that every Presbytery ought to remember,

that the General Assembly is very desirous to ascertain, from year to year,

what each Presbytery within its bounds has been doing, what its experience

has been, what its present wants are, and what are its prospects. And they

would suggest, further, that every Presbytery ought to be equally desirous

of coming into closer sympathy and fellowship with the other portions of the

Church, by putting the Assembly in possession of these facts.



I860.] GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 87

It is a marked feature in tlie reports whicli have come to us, that they
very generally, at the outset, contrast the condition of the churches with

that which was reported one and two years ago. Or, perhaps, it should be

said, that what they indicate is a difference, rather than a contrast. Although
nearly all of them mention the absence of those special manifestations of

reAnval, which were so generally prevalent one and two years ago, yet, in a

large majority of cases, there are still thanksgiving and praise, for the gracious

influences of the spirit which have continued to pervade the churches, and
for the many signs of encouragement which are seen.

Revivals.

Nearly every Presbytery reports one or more revivals, which, though not

so marked in their features, nor so large in their results, as those of two years

ago, have still greatly cheered and strengthened the churches. Even where
no special outpouring of the Spirit has been enjoyed, the condition of the

churches, in most cases, is not that state of apathy and declension which is

too often the result of reaction after a season of revival. While the excla-

mation is seldom heard, which was so common a year ago, " The Lord hath
done great things for us, whereof we are glad," there are many indications

that our ministers and churches generally are awake and in earnest, laboring

with a good degree of fidelity, and watching and praying and waiting in

hope.

GrROAVTH AND DEVELOPMENT.

The present state of things among the churches seems to be quite gener-

ally regarded by them, not only in theory but in practice, as a time for growth
and development, and a time to " prepare the way of the Lord." Although
the expectations have been disappointed, which many had begun two years

ago to cherish, that the G-reat Awakening was to continue unabated, the effect

has not been to produce feelings of despondency and discouragement. To use

the language of one of the Presbyteries, " the churches seem only to be more
fully and deeply impressed with the truth, that the struggle with sin is a real

conflict and a ceaseless one ;" and that it must be waged by faith, as well as

by sight, " and with unwavering confidence and hope in Him ' who giveth us

the victory.' " Although walking now, in this respect, more by faith and

less by sight, it is quite manifest, that the churches are not without such

confidence and hope. And this is based not only upon the promises, and

upon the sufiiciency of the ordinary means of grace, but upon the indications

which are actually seen in connection with the use of these means. Special

mention is made, very generally, of an increased attendance upon the services

of the sanctuary, and of an unusual interest in them. And there seems to

be quite a general expectation, on the part of the brethren, of corresponding

results. Thei'e is great encouragement in this fact ; because, while there are

doubtless special times of refreshing from the Lord, to be prayed for, and to

be looked for, we cannot doubt, that the Church has only to put forth specific

effort and expectation in connection with the ordinary means of grace, to be

blessed with a constant ingathering of souls. In this connection, both for

what it indicates, and for what it suggests, we quote the following from the

report of one of our largest Presbyteries. " The Presbytery have remarked,"

they say, " as a conspicuous feature in the reports from the churches, that those

that fear the Lord have been more constrained to speak often one to another

of the things concerning the kingdom : and, as a result, they have become

more interested in the salvation of the unconverted, and more anxious to

devise new ways, by which the Gospel might find those hitherto out of the
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reacli of religious instruction, and those who would not voluntarily seek it.

There has been less waiting for opportunities to do good, and more seeking

for them than in former times ; more pressing sense of obligation to labor

appears to have rested upon the elders and the membership, and less of the
feeling that their work was completed by regular attendance upon the services

of the sanctuary ; and that whatever else was to be done devolved upon the
pastors. And these feelings have been practically developed in various

ways."

In this connection, by way of illustration, the fact may be quoted, from
another Presbytery, that one of the elders is accustomed to go forth, from
time to time, on longer or shorter circuits, and spending from one to several

days, for the purpose of circulating religious books and tracts, and having
personal conversation with such as he may be able to reach. A good and
a great work has thus been accomplished, through a single individual.

The following is very encouraging language in the same direction from
another report :

" Our elders especially are coming up to their true position

in their churches, and in this Presbytery are becoming a model eldership."

Feeling the dependence of our Church upon her elder.ship, the clerical

portion of the Committee have quoted this language and these facts, both
for what they indicate and for what they suggest.

While the reports, generally, are thus favorable, as to the state of things

among the churches, some of them are in a different strain, and mention
facts which are fitted to humble us and make us sad. One Presbytery, for

instance, numbering 16 churches, and these with an average membership
of one hundred and sixty-four, report the additions on profession during

the year as only twenty-six ! There are other features, however, of this

same report, which are interesting and full of promise ; the advance, for

example, of a thousand dollars in their contributions ; the number of

teachers engaged in the Sabbath-school ; the multiplication and prosperity

of Sabbath-schools, and the efforts which are being made to plant one at

least in every school district in the Presbytery.

Another Presbytery, and this a large one too, says :
" There is evidently

a lack of spirituality and self-denying effort in Christ's service in most of

our churches, and a spirit of apathy and worldliness prevails to an alarming

extent." Let us labor and pray that there be no occasion for such reports,

when the Cjuestion shall be raised another year: "Watchman, what of the

night?"

The Eising Generation.

The reports generally make special mention of the Sabbath-school, of

increased interest in it, and increased efforts in that direction ; and not only

in behalf of the children of the Church and congregation, but of such as

are gathered in mission schools. There seems to be special interest in this

cause, accompanied with corresponding labors in every portion of our field.

When Zion's watchmen report this fact to us, we cannot but be greatly

cheered. It is auspicious of " great things," for the Church and for the

Avorld, when our Lord puts it into the hearts of his disciples to gather in the

little ones, and especially to go out into the lanes and hedges, and by love
" compel them to come in," whose ordinary associations do not bring them
in. The instruction of the older youth and of adults in Bible-classes seems

to be receiving very general attention. Its importance is appreciated, and
greater efforts are being made to secure it. One of the most interesting

features of one of the most important of our churches on the Pacific shore

is its Bible-class of adults, which is largely attended, and sustained with

y

/

/
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constant and increasing interest. As coming from California, this is,

especially, an interesting fact.

One of the Presbyteries reports, commending the plan as one which it

would be well for all the churches to adopt, that " some of the churches

have introduced classes of catechumens from amongst the young who are

candidates for membership with the church, and have placed them under
the direct supervision of one or more members of the session." The
benefits, which will be likely to flow from such an arrangement, are too

obvious to need to be specified. Comparatively little allusion is made to

catechetical instruction. Some of the reports speak of its importance in

connection with its general neglect ; while a few indicate an increased atten-

tion to it. It is greatly to be desired, that an increased attention to it

should become more general. Error in these days assumes so many
and such plausible shapes, and so easily communicates itself to the atmo-

sphere which we breathe, and to the food which our mental appetites crave,

that it is of especial importance, that our children should be furnished, in

due season, with that well-proved " form of sound words " which the Cate-

chism gives us. We wonder that Chi-istian parents are not afraid to send

their children out into the world, as the world is in these days, without arm-

ing them with some specific safeguard against the soul-destroying errors

which everywhere prevail. The Bible, they will, of course, be made
familiar with ; but it is very desirable that they be made familiar, also, (and

so familiar that memory can never let them go,) with clear and definite

doctrinal statements of what the Bible teaches. We would suggest, that,

while the Church is to be held responsible for the catechetical instruction

of the children within its reach, a greater responsibility rests upon Christian

parents. Unless the Catechism is honored, and its words made " household

words " in our Christian families, the efi"orts of the Church in this direc-

tion will be of little avail.

Church Edifices.

A large majority of the Presbyteries report the building, or the remodel-

ling, of one or more houses of worship. In many cases, existing debts have

been removed : and, in a few instances, parsonages have been either built or

purchased. These are signs of stability and progress.

Church Organization.

In the organization of churches, however, comparatively little has been

done. While we regret this, as we do any indication of a lack of progress, our

regret rather goes back of this to the already inadequate supply of ministers.

We certainly do not regret that churches have not been organized " in advance

of all others " at every " four-corners " of the land, with the prospect that

they would soon starve and die because of none to break unto them the

bread of life. We believe that, as a denomination, we are wisely cautious

in this matter ; and that a fiiilure to organize churches is not altogether a

failure to remember the destitute portions of our field, and, so far as possible,

to care for them. Our Presbyteries are evidently feeling an increased sense

of responsibility in this matter.

Education for the Ministry.

The greater occasion for regret is, the lack of evidence, that men will

be found to minister to the churches, when churches shall be organized.

In this connection, your Committee regard it as a significant fact, that there
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is so great an indiiference on tlie part of Christian parents to the ordinance

of infant baptism. We do not discover that this prevails to any greater

extent than hitherto ; but, until, our Presbyteries shall report a decided

change for the better in this respect, we shall certainly have reason to

fear, that Christian parents are still failing to give their children unre-

servedly to the Lord, and train them up to preach his word.

There would seem to be indicated, if your Committee might be permitted

to draw an inference, in this connection, a lack of sufficient preaching on the

importance of this ordinance, and on the obligations and privileges connected

with it ; and a lack of what is, perhaps, still more needed, personal and pi'i-

vate conversation, on the part of ministers and elders, with such parents as

do not bring their children forwai'd—a lack of specific effort to give our

little ones the benefit of this Heaven-appointed rite. While, however, we
do not find, at this point, the evidence we should be glad to find of a pros-

pective increase in the ministry, it is gratifying to see that the cause of Edu-
cation for the Ministry is getting a stronger hold upon the attention and
interest of the churches. The reports of the several Presbyteries show, as

no general reports and no statistics can, that this cause is gradually taking

the position which belongs to it.

In this as in other matters which are vital to our growth as a denomina-

tion, and to the prosperity of the Redeemer's kingdom in the field which he

has assigned to us, there is gratifying evidence of increased interest and

decided progress.

Pecuniary Contributions.

In the matter of Christian beneficence, although the pecuniary pressure has

been more severe, during the past year, on some portions of our field than

at any previous time, yet the indications are, that very few of our churches

have fallen back from the ground previously held, while, in some quarters, a

positive advance has been made ; and yet by no means such an advance as is

called for, both by the ability of the churches, and the necessities of Christ's

kingdom. As a denomination, God, in his providence, seems, at the present

time, to be making a special appeal to us, to enlarge our contributions, espe-

cially in the direction of Home Missions, Foreign Missions, and the Education

of Young Men for the Ministry. We would venture the hope, and whatever

of suggestion it may carry, that in view of our remissness in the past,

and of the special appeal which the Great Head of the Church is making

upon us just now, the ministry and the eldership will so interpret, to the

churches, the voice of God's providence, that the membership will feel it as

an individual responsibility, and appreciate it as a personal privilege, to give

unto the Lord, and especially for these great causes, as God has given them

ability.

Temperance.

We regret that so little appears to indicate progress in the cause of Tem-
perance. The reports from the Presbyteries, so far as they allude to this

subject, would seem to indicate, that, on the whole, Intemperance is fearfully

on the increase ; while, at the same time, it is gratifying to know, that, in

many places, this great evil is as vigorously opposed as ever, and in some

places with good success.

Ministerial Obituary.

And now, acknowledging the good hand of God in the prosperity which

has attended our Zion, during another year of her history, and especially in

the preservation of the lives of so many of his servants, whose privilege it
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still is to serve him, in these days and in this great field of opportunity and
of promise, it only remains sadly to chronicle the vacancies in our ranks,

which have been made by the deaths of the following twenty brethren

:

Abi-aham D. Brinkerhoff, of the Presbytery of Champlain.
Flavel S. Gaylord, " " Bath.

Joseph Myers, " " Onondaga.
William L. Strong, " « "

Archibald Bassett, " " Delaware.
Artemas Dean, " " Hudson.
Gideon N. Judd, D. D., « " "

Daniel T. Wood, " « «

Francis C. Woodworth, " " New York, 3d.

Henry A. Rowland, D. D., '' " Newark.
Benjamin T. Neale, •'• " Logansport.

Henry Root, " " Marshall.

James McLauren, " " Saginaw.
Ephraim T. Woodruff, " " Grand River.

Harvey Coe, " " Portage.

Franklin Putnam, " " Indianapolis.

George Chandler, " " Philadelphia, 4th.

Levi Collins, ''
" Belvidere.

Matthew Smith, " " Keokuk.
Richard Renshaw, " " Iowa Valley.

By order of the General Assembly.

THORNTON A. MILLS, Moderator.

EDWIN F. HATFIELDj Stated Clerk.

REPORT*

Op Committee of Conference with the American Board of Com-
missioners FOR Foreign Missions.

The Committee appointed by the General Assembly " to attend the next

meeting of the American Board oF Commissioners for Foreign Missions, to

be held in Philadelphia, for the purpose of conveying to the Board the As-
sembly's views as herein expressed," (in the report of the Committee on

Foreign Missions.) " and of conferring with it, or with any Committee which
it may appoint, as to the best mode by which these results may be most
wisely and prudently secured ; as well as to confer in regard to the localities

where our missionaries can be most conveniently and speedily concentrated,"

beg leave respectfully to report

:

That, in performing the duty assigned to them by the General Assembly,

they attended the meeting of the American Board at Philadelphia, in

October last, and requested the Board to appoint a Committee to confer with

them on the subjects which had been referred to them ; that they were met
in the most kind and cordial manner by the Board ; and that, in accordance

with their request, a Committee, composed of the following gentlemen, was
appointed by the Board: Rev. John W. Chickering. D. D., Hon. Lewis

Child, Rev. Thornton A. Mills, Rev. Ray Palmer, D. D., and Henry Hill,

Esq. ; and that, after a full and free conference on the subjects referred to

by the Assembly, the Committee of the American Board submitted the fol-

lowing report, which was unanimously adopted by the Board, and which

* See p. 80.
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the Committee of the General Assembly submit as the substance of their

report, viz. :

• The Committee of Conference with the Committee of the General As-

sembly of the Presbyterian Church offer the following report

:

" Having had the most free and fraternal intercourse with said Committee,

both before and since the framing of this report, we come to the Board with

the consciousness of a thorough mutual understanding, which we trust may
be communicated and perpetuated throughout the vast body of Christ's

people which we together represent.

" Sure we are, that if the cordial co-operative spirit of the Assembly's

Committee, and the kind and reasonable tone of the resolutions under which

they were appointed, shall prove an index of the prevalent feeling in that

large and important branch of the one Church of Christ, it will not be their

fault if this bright star of hope, this Christian union in Christian missions,

shall disappear from the moral firmament, where, too often, alienated and

contending churches, like clouds without water, cast deeper shadows over a

dark and ruined world.
" The Committee have presented to us four resolutions of the General

Assembly, and several specifications, under which they '• record their delib-

erate judgment as to what is due to the interests of their Church, and its

vital connection with their foreign work.' The resolutions express,

" 1st. Satisfaction in having shared with their brethren of other denomina-

tions in bringing into eflBciency this institution, and in founding and sustain-

ing so many important missions.

" 2d. Joy in its success, and a desire for a yet brighter future.

" 3d. Sympathy in its embarrassments, and a recommendation to enlarged,

self-denying liberality among Presbyterian churches for its relief.

" And, 4th. The conviction that ' in order to a more thorough develop-

ment of the missionary spirit,' in those churches, there should be, ' not a

cessation from the co-operative principle in conducting the missionary work,

but simply a closer connection with it. by means of the formation of Pres-

byteries in foreign lands, wherever numbers and circumstances will allow of

such a course.'

" It is in furtherance of the last-named object that the Committee, as the

organ of the General Assembly, have called our attention especially to these

points among the specifications above alluded to.

" The Assembly desires,

"' 1. That it should be distinctly understood, here and abroad, that the

Board, its Prudential Committee, and officers, interpose no obstacles in the

way of the formation of Foreign Presbyteries.
"

' 2. That the appointments of missionaries should be so disposed,

wherever it is wise and practicable, as to facilitate the formation of such

Presbyteries.
" ' 3. That there should be a free corre.spondence of our mis.sionaries with

the Permanent Committee of the General Assembly.'
" Respecting the first point, your Committee can hardly find terms more

clear than the resolution adopted at Newark in 1856, to express our concur-

rence in what seems to us a reasonable desire on the part of our brethren.

That resolution was in these words :

" ' Resolved, That, on the whole subject of ecclesiastical relations and

organizations, the principle of the Board is that of entire non-intervention

on the part of the Board and its officers ; that missionaries are free to or-

ganize themselves into, or connect themselves with, such ecclesiastical bodies

or churches as they may choose, either on missionary ground or in this
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country ; and tliat, in organizing cliurclies, provided the principles held in

common by the constituencies of this Board be not violated, the persons

to be thus organized are free to adopt such forms of organization as they
may prefer.'

" This Board, we trust, still cordially holds this view, which its Prudential

Committee and officers, we have reason to suppose, have, with equal cordial-

ity, endeavored faithfully to carry out.

" In regard to the second suggestion, your Committee see no difficulty.

The Board must of course, in specific cases, through its Prudential Commit-
tee, be the judge as to what is wise and practicable

;
and, with so many ele-

ments to be taken into account, as to the fitness and desirableness of men for

places and places for men, while the men are so few and the places so many,
it may not always be easy to make such assignments as are here contem-
plated. But we fully concur with the Assembly and their Committee in the

opinion, that both 'reason' and 'charity' demand the facilitation of such
organizations wherever circumstances and a due regard to the great objects

of this Board will allow, as has been practised with reference to other de-

nominations represented in our missionary field.

" As to con-espondence, your Committee approve and recommend the

largest liberty, within the bounds of a wise Christian discretion.

" It is obvious, that this system of combined non-ecclesiastical missionary

action involves certain mutual duties and claims, between the missionaries

and those who have the immediate charge of sending and sustaining

them.
" Questions are liable to arise between the Prudential Committee and the

missionaries which belong to those two parties, and in regard to which pre-

mature correspondence, either with ecclesiastical bodies or with private

friends, yet reaching the public eye, would be manifestly unsuitable and
mutually injurious.

" This matter may be safely left to the good sense of missionaries and the

wisdom of the Permanent Committee of the General Assembly, whose com-
munications to their brethren abroad could be productive only of good, and
whose prepared annual report of their foreign work, based upon most full

and free communications from their foreign laborers, would doubtless
' quicken the zeal of their people in prayers and labors for the conversion

of the whole world to Christ.'

" One other topic, not embraced in the Assembly's document, has been

suggested to us during our informal and most fraternal conference.
" It relates to the appointment, by the Prudential Committee of the Board,

of an annual delegation to the General Assembly ; said delegation to present

such statements as shall keep that body informed of the general progress of

the work in which we are engaged ; thus helping to secure the increasing

sympathy and co-operation of this branch of the Christian Church, a con-

stituent element of our nobly paternal institution. Your Committee recom-

mend the adoption of this paper, as expressing to the General Assembly the

cordial love and confidence of the Board, with the following resolutions

:

" Resolved^ That the Board warmly reciprocate the kind and fraternal sen-

timents expressed through its documents and its Committee, with the hope
that this 'jubilee' year may, through the zeal and liberality of these differ-

ent branches of the Church of Christ, prove a ' year of jubilee' in our being

redeemed from pecuniary pressure, as well as a year of the right hand of the

Most High in all our churches at home and abroad.
" Rcsnhrd, That we cordially assent to the three propositions as above

recited and explained, as expressing not only the wishes of the General
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Assembly, but the feelings and intentions of tlie American Board, relying
on the wisdom and candor of Christian men for their full interpretation and
application.

" Rraolved, That the Prudential Committee make arrangements annually
for a delegation to the General Assembly, shoul(i such a measure be agreeable
to that body.

" In conclusion, your Committee would renewedly express the great satis-

faction they have had in the interview with the representatives of the Gen-
eral Assembly. Their spirits were evidently in harmony with the genial tone
of the paper which they presented. And for ourselves, earnestly and hope-
fully, prayerfully, and we tru.st prophetically, we say—of this glorious.

Heaven-ordained, Heaven-sanctioned union among Christ's people in building
up Christ's kingdom

—

Esto j)erpefua !
"

The Committee of the General Assembly, in conclusion, would reciprocate

the warm expressions of confidence in the report of the Committee of the

Board, in regard to the kindness, the cordiality, and the Christian spirit with
which they were met. On the part of the Committee of the Board, and the

Board itself, there was every disposition manifested to furnish all the facil-

ities, which the General Assembly had instructed us to ask, in prosecuting

the work of Missions, and to comply with the wishes of the Assembly ; and
the Committee of the General Assembly may be permitted to add, that in

all their interviews with the Committee and the Board itself, there was the

manifestation of a spirit, eminently in accordance with the requirements of

Christian love, and as expressive of entire confidence in us as associated with

them in the work in which the Board is engaged, and as appropriate to the

solemn work of difi'using the Gospel of Christ around the world.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Albert Barnes, Chairman,
J. F. Stearns,

Edwin F. Hatfield,

John Jenkins,

W. Strong,

M. W. Baldwin.
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MINUTES, 1861.

Syracuse, N. T., May \Wh, 1861.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of
America met, agreeably to appointment, in the First Presbyterian church of

the city of Syracuse, N. Y., on Thursday, the IGth of May, 1861, at 11 o'clock

A. M., and was opened with a sermon, by the Rev. Thornton A. Mills, the

Moderator of the last Assembly, from 1 Tim. 8: 14, 15: "These things

write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly ; but, if I tarry long,

that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house
of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the

truth."

After the sermon, the Assembly was constituted with prayer.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. ["^^4]

Thursday, May 16th, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The report of the Committee on Commissions was presented, and the fol-

lowing persons were thereupon enrolled, as duly appointed Commissioners
of this General Assembly :

PRESBYTERIES.

1. Champlain,
2. Troy,

3. Albany,

4. Columbia,

5. Catskill.

I. SYNOD OF ALBANY.
MINISTERS.

Joseph T. Willett.

A. Bordman Lambert, D. D.

Andrew J. Fennell,

Philander Barbour,

Charles S. Sylvester.

Lyman Gilbert, D. D.,

ELDERS.

Jacob Ackart,

William Hannas.
Smith Griffith.

Zina Whittlesey.

1. St. Lawrence,

2. Watertown,

3. Oswego,

4. Utica,

II. SYNOD OF UTICA.

John Waugh,
Abraham T. Young,
Ralph Robinson.

Nicholas W. Goertner, D. D.,

Elijah H. Bonney,

Sylvanus Cone.

Hon. Jas. A. Bell (3).

Hon. Spencer Kellogg,

Ingham Townsend.

IIL SYNOD OF GENEVA.
1. Geneva,

2. Bath,

3. Chemung,
4. Ithaca,

5. Pennsylvania,

6. Lyons,

Blackleach B. Gray,

Thomas Lounsbury, D. D.

Mills B. Gelston,

John Gray,

David Torrey,

James Blakeslee,

Horace Eaton,

Ammi Pease,

Henry W. Jones.

Levi Hotchkiss (4).

John Ross.

Joseph A. Tyler.

John C. Robb.
Franklin Williams.
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IV. SYNOD OF ONONDAGA.
PRESBYTERIES. MINISTERS. ELDERS.

1. Onondaga, Medad Pomeroy, Hon. Israel S. Spencer.

2. Cayuga, Jonathan B. Condit, D. D.,

Henry Fowler (4),

3. Cortland, Albert Bigelow,

4. Tioga, George N. Boardman.

Israel F. Terrill,

William Webster.

Samuel N. Kinney.

V. SYNOD OF SUSQUEHANNA.
1. Otsego, Lemuel Clark, David Cushman.
2. Chenango, John McLeish, Daniel Beebee.

3. Delaware, Charles S. Marvin, James G. Redfield. [435]

VI. SYNOD OF GENESEE.
1. Buffalo,

2. Ontario,

3. Rochester,

4. Genesee,

5. Niagara,

6. Genesee Valley,

Grosv. W. Heacock, D. D.,

Claudius B. Lord,

Luther Conklin,

George Freeman,
Linus W. Billington,

Samuel H. Cox, D. D.,

LL.D.,

William C. Wisner, D. D. (3).

John N. Hubbard,

Aaron Rumsey.

Jay E. Lee.

George W. Allen,

Frederick Starr.

Hon. Augustus P. Hascall.

John P. Osborne.

VII. SYNOD OF NEW YORK AND
1. Hudson,
2. North River,

3. Long Island,

4. N'ew York, 3d,

5. Neiv York, 4th,

6. Brooldyn,

7. Newark,

8. Rockaway,
9. Montrose.

Daniel Higbie,

A. Cogswell Frissell.

James T. Hamlin.

Asa D. Smith, D. D.,

J. Geddes Craighead,

J. Parsons Hovey,
Gurdon W. Noyes,

Theodore L. Cuyler,

James Hoyt,
Theodore S. Brown,
Joel Campbell.

Henry A. Riley,

Henry Van Houten,

NEW JERSEY.
Walter H. Conklin.

William H. Christie,

John G. Parker.

Saml. M. Blatchford,

Albert N. Brown (5).

J. Milton Smith.

James R. Sayre,

Jacob Johnson.

Richard L Seeley.

VIII. SYNOD OF PENNSYLVANIA.
1. Wilmington, D. Hopkins Emerson,

2. Philadelj)hia, 3d, John Jenkins, D. D.,

Robert Adair,

3. Philadelphia, 4ith, Douglas K. Turner,

Daniel G. Mallery,

4. Harrishwgh, John W. Davis,

5. Dist. of Columbia.

Jesse T. Ash.

Hon. Joseph Allison,

Adam C. Eckfeldt.

John Clouds.

Joseph D. Halbert.

IX. SYNOD OF WEST PENNSYLVANIA.
1. Erie, Alexander Porter, Jacob Fritts.

2. Meadville, Oliver N. Chapin, Eli D. Catlin.

3. Pittsburgh, Henry Kendall, D. D., Lauriston R. Livingston.

[436]
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X. SYNOD OF MICHIGAN.

PRESBYTERIES.

1. Detroit,

2. Monroe,

3. Marshall,

4. Washtenaiv,

5. Kalamazoo,
6. Cold Water,

7. Saginaw,

8. Gr. River Valley,

9. Lahe Superior,

MINISTERS.

William P. Wastell.

Addison K. Strong,

Hosea Kittredge,

Gustavus L. Foster,

Elislia B. Sherwood,

James Knox,
William C. Smith,

Lucius I. Root.

Cicero B. Stevens (3).

ELDERS.

Hon. Daniel S. Bacon.

Joseph Mills.

Samuel A. Mapes.
Martin Heydenburk.
Alexander H. Hicks.

Miron C. Kenney, M. D.

XI. SYNOD OF WESTERN RESERVE.
1. Grand River,

2. Portage.

3. Huron,
4. Trumbidl,

5. Cleveland,

6. Elyria,

7. Maumee,

Justus L. Janes.

John B. Fowler,

William F. Millikan,

Joseph B. Bittinger.

Erastus Cole.

Charles Richards.

Timothy Lawrence.

John Gibson.

1. Athens,

2. Pataskala,

3. Franklin,

4. Scioto,

1. Cincinnati,

2. Dayton,

3. Hamilton,

XII. SYNOD OF OHIO.

Charles Merwin.
Ebenezer Buckingham.
Henry Calhoun,

Thomas Towler.

John T. Rowland.

XIII. SYNOD OF CINCINNATI.

Henry Smith, D. D., Ebenezer S. Padgett.

George M. Maxwell,
Hiram Gregg.

Benjamin Gi-aves, Thomas Archer.

1. Salem,

2. Madison,

3. Indianapolis,

4. Green Castle,

XIV. SYNOD OF INDIANA.

John M. Bishop,

Edwin Black.

Asahel L. Brooks.

John A. Tiffany,

James M. Hains.

Reuben S. Ragan.

1. Crawfordsville,

2. St. Joseph,

3. Logansport,

4. Fort Wayne,

XV. SYNOD OF WABASH.
James H. Johnston, James Park.

George C. Noyes,

Daniel Rice,

Samuel Sawyer, George W. Rhodes. [437]

Andrew M. Wing:.

XVI. SYNOD OF ILLINOIS.

1. Illinois, George C. Wood.
2. Schuyler, Samuel E. Wishard, Reece H. Griffith.

3. Wahash, William R. Palmer, D. Dennis Cadwell.

4. Alton, Augustus T. Norton,

George W. Goodale.
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XVII. SYNOD OF PEOEIA.

[1861-437, 8.

PRESBYTERIES.
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6. General Association of Connecticut, Rev. Charles W. Clapp.

7. General Association of New Hampshire.
8. General Conference of Maine.

9. General Convention of Vermont, Rev. Silas Aiken, D. D.

10. Presbyterian and Congregational Conven-

tion of Wiscoimn.

11. Union of the Evangelical Churches of
France, Rev. George Fisch.

The Committee also reported the attendance of Rev. Samuel J. Spalding,

from the General Association of Massachusetts; Rev. Lucius I. Root, from
the Presbytery of Grand River Valley ; Rev. A. Cogswell Frissell, from the

Presbytery of North River; Rev. Sihis H. Ashmun, from the Presbytery of

Fox River ; Rev. John A. Tiffany, from the Presbytery of Green Castle

;

Rev. Horace P]aton, from the Pres])ytcry of Lyons ; Rev. John 1>. Fowler,

.from the Presbytery of Huron; Elder James Park, from the l^resbytery of

Crawfordsville ; and Elder Reece H. Griffith, from the Presbytery of Schuy-
ler, without Commissions. Their cases were referred to a Committee on

Elections, consisting of Rev. Henry Kendall, D. D., Rev. Marcus Hicks, and
Elder Frederick Starr.

The Committee presently reported, that they had obtained satisfactory

information of the regular appointment of these Commissioners, and, on their

recommendation, their names were added to the Roll.

The Assembly proceeded to the election of a Moderator. Whereupon the

Rev. Jonathan B. Condit, D. D., of the Presbytery of Cayuga, was chosen

Moderator, and inducted into office in the usual form.

Rev. Ebenezer Buckingham, of the Presbytery of Pataskala, and Rev.
Addison K. Strong, of the Presbytery of Monroe, were chosen Temporary
Clerks.

The docket of business was read by the Stated Clerk. ["^39]

The General Rules for Judicatories, contained in the Appendix to the

Constitution, were adopted as the Rules of this Assembly.
Ordered, that the usual number of copies of the Roll be printed, under

the direction of the Stated Clerk.

The Second Presbyterian church of Cincinnati, Ohio, was chosen as the

place for the meeting of the next Assembly. A Committee, consisting of Rev.
Henry Smith, D. D., Rev. George M. Maxwell, and Elder Ebenezer Padgett,

were appointed to nominate a Committee of Arrangements.
Resolved, That a Special Committee of five be appointed for the purpose of

recommending to the Assembly, and reporting as early as practicable, what
action, by resolution or otherwise, it is meet for the Assembly to take, in

view of the present condition of the country.

Resolved, That the Assembly hold its daily sessions from 9 o'clock A. M.
to 12 M. ; and from 3 o'clock P. J\I. to 5.1 P. M. ;

and that the first half hour
of the morning session be appropriated to devotional exercises, under the

direction of the Moderator.

It was made the order of the day for to-morrow at 10 o'clock A. M., to

receive the Synodical Records, the Narratives and the Statistical Reports of

the Presbyteries, Overtures, memorials, appeals, and complaints.

The Assembly voted to unite with the congregation of this church in a

meeting for prayer this evening with reference to the state of our country.

Rev. Asa D. Smith, D. D., was appointed to preside.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.
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Friday, May 17th, 9 o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Roll was called, and the Minutes of the preceding session were read

and approved.

The following additional Commissioners and Delegates were reported, and

their names were entered upon the Roll

:

Rev. Andrew J. Fennell, of the Presbytery of Troy.
" Charles S. Sylvester, " Columbia.
" Samuel E. Wishard, " Schuyler.

Mr. J. Milton Smith, Elder, '< Brooklyn.
" Milo Tuttle, •' " Ottawa.
" Charles T. Wilkinson, Elder, " Fox River.

" Zina Whittlesey, " "
. Catskill.

" John C. Robb, " " Pennsylvania.
,

" Joseph A. Tyler, " " Ithaca.

Rev. George Fisch, from the Union of the Evangelical Churches of

France. [440]
The Moderator announced the following Standing Committees

:

1. Judicial Committee. Ministers—Asa D. Smith, D. D., A. Bordman
Lambert, D. D., George N. Boardman, Luther Conklin. Elders—Hon.

Israel S. Spencer, Samuel M. Blatchford, Hon. Henry D. Cook.

2. Bills and Overtures. Ministers—Henry Kendall, D. D., Thomas Louns-

bury, D. D., James H. Johnston, Horace Eaton. Elders—Thomas Archer,

Hon. Daniel S. Bacon, Lauriston R. Livingston.

3. Polity of the Church. Ministers—Grosvenor W. Heacock, D. D., Lyman
Gilbert, D. D., George Freeman, Joel Campbell. Elders—Hon. Benj. W.
Raymond, Jacob J. Denman M. D., Franklin Williams.

4. Foreign Missions. Ministers—John Jenkins, D. D., Gurdon W. Noyes,

Daniel Rice, Alexander Porter. Elders—Israel F. Terrill, Frederick Starr,

Samuel N. Kinney.

5. Church E.ictension. Ministers—Henry A. Nelson, D. D., J. Geddes

Craighead, Augustus T. Norton, John M. Bishop. Elders—John G. Parker,

Hon. Augustus P. Hascall, Jacob Johnson.

6. Education. Ministers—Henry Smith, D. D., Joseph B. Bittinger,

Nicholas W. Goertner, D. D., J. Parsons Hovey. Elders—William H.

Christie, Ebenezer S. Padgett, James R. Sayre.

7. Publication. Ministers—Samuel H. Cox, D. D., Theodore L. Cuyler,

George M. Maxwell, Marcus Hicks. Elders—Prof. Edwin Pierce, Myron C.

Kenny, M. D., William P. McMasters.

8. Narrative. Ministers—Zephaniah M. Humphrey, James Hoyt, David

Torrey, Asahel L. Brooks. Elders—Aaron Rumsey, Richard L. Seeley,

Ingham Townsend.
9. Leave of Absence. Ministers—Henry A. Riley, Asa Johnson, Elisha

B. Sherwood, William P. Wastell. Elders—James M. Hains, John J.

Buckley, Elijah D. Kanouse. [441]

10. Devotional Exercises. Ministers—Robert Adair, Hiram Gregg, John

W. Davis, Abraham T. Young. Elders—Hon. Israel S. Spencer, George W.
Allen, William Webster.

11. Mileage. Hon. Spencer Kellogg, Ammi Pease, Jacob Ackart.

Special Committee on the State of the Covntry. Ministers—Henry Kendall,

D. D., Asa D. Smith, D. D., John Jenkins, D. D. ^/c^ers—Samuel M.

Blatchford, J. Milton Smith.
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The Moderator also announced the Committees on the Synodical Records, as

follows

:

1. Albany. Ministers—Albert Bigelow, William Jones. Elder—Sylvanus

Cone.

2. Utica. Ministers—James H. Trowbridge, Philander Barbour. Elder—
Chauncey Gr. B. Jones.

3. Geneva. Ministers—Medad Pomeroy, James T. Hamlin. Elder—
Harvey J. Mann.

4. Onondaga. Ministers—Charles Merwin, Justus L. Janes. Elder—
Joseph Mills.

5. Sii.^quehanna. Ministers—James Blakeslee, Isaac W. Atherton. Elder—
Walter H. Conklin.

6. Genesee. Ministers—Isaac C. Beach, Daniel Higbie. Elder—Asa E.

Andrews.
7. New York and New Jersey. Ministers—D. Hopkins Emerson, James

Knox. Elder—m\J).Qd.i\m.
8. Pennsylvania. Ministers—George C. Wood, Charles E. Stebbins.

Elder—John T. Rowland.
9. West Pennsylvania. Ministers—Linus W. Billington, Gustavus L. Fos-

ter. Elder—Alexander H. Hicks.

10. Michiyan. Ministers—Ralph Robinson, Henry Van Houten. Elder—
John P. Osborne.

11. Western Reserve. Ministers—Henry Calhoun, Moses N. Adams. Elder

—Frederick E. Robinson.

12. Ohio. Ministers—Charles Richards, William C Smith. Elder—
Jacob Fritts.

13. Cincinnati. Ministers—Edmund D. Holt, Samuel Sawyer. Elder—
David Cushman.

14. Indiana. Ministers—Hosea Kittredge, Silas H. Ashmun. Elder—
Jay A. Lee.

15. Wabash. Ministers—Elijah H. Bonney, Walter Frear. Elder—John
Clouds. [442]

16. Illinois. 3Iinisters—John N. Hubbard, Hutchins Taylor. Elder—
John Ross.

17. Peoria. Ministers—Blackleach B. Gray, Lucius I. Root. Elder—
Timothy Lawrence.

18. Wisconsin. Ministers—Erastus Cole, Lemuel Clark. Elder—Reece
H. Griffith.

19. Iowa. Ministers—Isaac P. Stryker, A. Cogswell Frissell. Elder—
Andrew M. Wing.

20. Minnesota. Ministers—Thomas Towler, Charles S. Marvin. Elder—
Samuel A. Mapes.

21. Alta California. 3Iinisters—Claudius B. Lord, Edwin Black. Elder

—William Hannas. /

22. Missouri. Ministers—John Gray, John B. Fowler. Elder—Smith
Griffith.

The Records of the Synods were presented, and put into the hands of the

Committees appointed to examine them.

The Assembly proceeded to receive the Narratives, Statistical Reports, and

other papers of the Presbyteries.

The annual report of the Trea.surer of the General Assembly was received,

and referred to an Anditing Committee, consisting of Messrs. Ebenezer

Padgett and Zina Whittlesey.

Reports were received from the Delegates, appointed by the last Assembly,
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to Corresponding Bodies : from Rev. William H. McCarer, the Delegate to

the Cumberland Presbyterian Church ; Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield, D. J)., the

Delegate to the General Association of Massachusetts ; Rev. Henry Little,

the Delegate to the General Association of New Hampshire ; Rev. George
A. Howard, the Delegate to the General Conference of Maine ; Rev. Thorn-
ton A. Mills, the Delegate to the General Association of Connecticut ; Rev.
Royal A. Avery, the Delegate to the General Convention of Vermont; and
Rev. John Spaulding, the Delegate to the General Synod of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church in North America.

The reports were accepted, and ordered to be published in the Appendix
to the Minutes.

The Special Committee on Home Missions, appointed by the last General
Assembly, presented their report, which was accepted. The plan and
resolutions contained in the report were ordered to be printed

;
and their

consideration was made the first order of the day for Monday next, in the

afternoon.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 11th, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.
E'^'^^]

The following additional Commissioners presented their credentials, and
their names were added to the Roll

:

Rev. Daniel G. Mallery, of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, 4th.

Hon. Joseph Allison, Elder, " " " 3d.

Mr. Reuben S. Ragan, " " " of Green Castle.

It was made the order of the day for Monday, at 10 o'clock A. M., to hear

the Delegates from Corresponding Bodies.

A Committee to nominate Delegatta to Corresponding Bodies was appointed,

consisting of Rev. James Knox, Rev. Mills B. Gelston, Rev. Joseph T.

Willet, Rev. Theodore S. Brown, and Rev. Benjamin Graves.

Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler, Rev. Andrew J. Fennell, and Rev. Oliver N.

Chapin, were appointed a Committee to nominate a preacher on Home Mis-

sions for the next Assembly.
The Committee appointed by the last Assembly to take measures to secure

more accuracy and completeness in the reports of our Presbyteries, presented

their report, which was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Committee to whom was referred an Overture from the Presbytery

of Chicago, asking " the General Assembly to take measures to secure more
accuracy and completeness in the reports of our Presbyteries to the Assem-

bly, especially in the matter of benevolent contributions ;" beg leave to

report

:

1. That the most minute directions are annually published, in the Appen-
dix to the Minutes of the Assembly, for the use of the Stated Clerks of the

Presbyteries ; a careful observance of which will secure the ends of the

Overture ; and to these directions they would call the special attention of

the several Clerks.

2. That it is desirable, that every Presbytery furnish themselves with

proper blank reports, after the model of the reports required by the Assem-

bly ; that every .session have a copy sent to them at least a week previous

to the meeting of the Presbytery, at which the report is to be presented

;

and that the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery be charged with this service.

3. That the Publication Committee are ready at all times to furnish the
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Presbyteries with blanks of this description
; so prepared, that the various

contributions to benevolent objects may be accurately grouped under the

respective headings that are prefixed to the Assembly's reports ; and that it

would secure far more accuracy and completeness in these reports, if the several

Presbyteries should supply themselves from this source.

No reason appears for the delinquency of a single church in our connec-

tion, if these suggestions be regarded, and the Stated Clerks charge them-

selves with the duty of procuring from every church a seasonable and accu-

rate annual report of its statistics for the closing year.
C"^"^"'^]

The first Monday of January, 1862, was recommended as a day of fasting

and prayer for the Conversion of the World ; and the last Thursday of Feb-

ruary as a concert of prayer for Colleges and other institutions of learning.

Rev. George Fisch, Delegate from the Union of the Evangelical Churches
of France, addressed the Assembly. Whereupon it was

Resolved, That we have heard, with sentiments of cordial Christian com-
munion and sympathy, the statements of our honored brother from
France, touching the cause there of our common Master, as connected with

the efforts of pastor and flock of the Taitbout chapel, in Paris ; that we
appreciate the interests and the history of that mighty empire, and pray for

his prospered usefulnes? in its famous capital ; commending his mission to

the favor of all American Christians
;
praying also, that all P^urope may be

so spiritually Christianized speedily, as to become every way evangelical,

knowing and loving the truth of the glorious gospel of the blessed God,
as the supreme good and glory of human kind.

Resolved, That it is inexpedient, during the sessions of this Assembly, to

elect Trustees of the General Assembly, and Directors of the Theological

Seminaries.

The Board of Trustees of the Presbyterian House presented their annual
report, which, having been read, was accepted, and referred to the Standing
Committee on Publication.

The Permanent Committee on Church Extension presented their annual

report, which was accepted, and refeiTcd to the Standing Committee on
Church Extension.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, May 18th, 9 o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Roll was called, and the Minutes of the preceding session were read

and approved.

The following additional Commissioners were reported, and their names
were entered upon the Roll

:

Rev. Cicero B. Stevens, of the Presbytery of Lake Superior.

Mr. Cephas Arms, Elder, " " Knox.
" James A. Bell, " " " Watertown.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported supplies for various pul-

pits in the city and vicinity on the ensuing Sabbath.

The Committee also reported, recommending that the sermon on Home
Missions be preached on Monday next, at Ti P. M. ; the sermon on Publica-

tion, on Wednesday, at 7? P. M. ; and that the Lord's Sup[445]per be cele-

brated in this house, on Thursday, at 3 o'clock P. M., agreeably to the fol-

lowing order: The Moderator to preside; the Rev. John Jenkins, D. D., to

administer the elements ; and the following elders to distribute them : Hon.
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Israel S. Spencer, Hon. Spencer Kellogg, Hon. Daniel S. Bacon, Hon. Joseph
Allison, Hon. Benjamin W. Raymond, Richard L. Seeley, Smith Ostrom,
Samuel M. Blatchford, Hon. Augu.stus P. Hascall, Lauriston R. Livingston,
Elijah D. Kanouse, and Ebenezer S. Padgett.

The Committee on Elections i-eported the attendance of Rev. William C.

Wisner, D. J)., of the Presbytery of Niagara, without a Commission, and
that, having obtaiped satisfactory information of his regular appointment,
they recommend that his name be added to the Roll ; and it was so

ordered.

Rev. John Marsh, D. D., secretary of the American Temperance Union,
obtained leave, and addressed the Assembly on the subject of Temperance

;

whereupon the following preamble and resolution were adopted

:

Whereas, in the providence of God, our beloved country is brought into a

state of very unusual excitement and conflict, in which there is danger of a

great increase of intemperance
;

Resolved, That the circumstance demands the special attention of the

ministry and churches; and, while we render thanks for the preparation

which has been made for these days of conflict, by the great Temperance
reformation, we do earnestly ask for extraordinary prayer and labor, that

our noble young men who go, in the spirit of Lexington and Bunker Hill,

to the defense of the Constitution and laws, may be kept from the tempta-

tions 'of the camp and the field, and that we may come out of this war with

far greater ability, than we have ever possessed, to wage successful combat
with intemperance and every other moral evil which hinders the advent of

the kingdom of Christ.

On the recommendation of the Committee appointed for the purpose, Rev.
M. L. P. Thompson, D. D., and Rev. George M. Maxwell, with Mes.srs. Eben-
ezer Padgett, Philip Hinkle, and P]. P. Starr, were appointed a Committee

of Arrangements for the next General Assembly.

The Board of Trustees of the Church Erection Fund presented their

annual report, which was read, accepted, and referred to the Standing Com-
mittee on Church Extension.

The annual report of the Permanent Committee on Publication was pre-

sented, and, having been read, was accepted, and referred to the Standing

Committee on Publication.

The Special Committee on the State of the Country presented their report,

which was read and recommitted.

Adjourned until Monday, at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer. [446]

Monday, May 20th, 9 o'clock A. 31.

The As.sembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The fir.st half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Roll was called, and the Minutes of the last session were read and

approved.

The following additional Commissioners were reported, and their names
were added to the Roll

:

Rev. Henry Fowler, of the Presbytery of Cayuga.
Mr. Levi Hotchkiss, Elder, " Bath.

Rev. Samuel J. Spalding, the Delegate from the General Association of

Massachusetts, addressed the Assembly.
Communications were read from Rev. Egbert C. Smyth, the Delegate from

the General Conference of Maine, and Rev. Charles W. Camp, the Delegate

from the Presbyterian and Congregational Convention of Wisconsin.
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The Rev. George Duffield, Jr., the Delegate to the General Synod of the

Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United States, reported that the meeting

of that Synod had been indefinitely postponed.

The Special Committee on the State of the Country again presented their

report.

Pending the discussion of a motion to adopt it, the Assembly adjourned

until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 20th, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

An invitation to visit the New York Asylum for Idiots was received

through Dr. H. B. Wilbur.

The Assembly accepted the invitation, and directed an expression of

thanks to be returned to Dr. Wilbur.

The Assembly resumed the consideration of the report of the Special

Committee on the State of the Country. The report was amended, adopted,

and is as follows :

Whereas, A portion of the people of the United States of America have

risen up against the rightful authority of the Government ; have instituted

what they call the " Confederate States of America ;" in the name and de-

fense of which they have made war against the United States ; have seized

the property of the Federal Government; have assailed and overpowered its

troops engaged in the discharge of their duty ; and are now in ai'med rebel-

lion against it ; the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of the

United States of America cannot forbear to express their amazement at the

wickedness of such proceedings, and at the bold advocacy and defense

thereof, not [447] only in those States in which ordinances of " secession
"

have been passed, but in several others ; and
Whereas, the General Assembly,—in the language of the Synod of New

York and Philadelphia, on the occasion of the Revolutionary War,— '• being

met, at a time, when public affairs wear so threatening an aspect, and when
(unless God in his sovereign providence speedily prevent it) all the horrors

of civil war are to be apprehended, are of opinion, that they cannot discharge

their duty to the numerous congregations under their care, without address-

ing them at this important crisis ; and, as a firm belief and habitual recollec-

tion of the power and presence of the living God, ought, at all times, to

possess the minds of real Christians, so in seasons of public calamity, when
the Lord is known by the judgments which he executeth, it would be an

ignorance or indifference highly criminal not to look up to Him with rever-

ence, to implore his mercy by humble and fervent prayer, and, if possible, to

prevent his vengeance by unfeigned repentance ;"' therefore.

Resolved, 1. That, inasmuch as the Presbyterian Church, in her past his-

tory, has frequently lifted up her voice against oppression, and has shown

herself a champion of constitutional liberty, as against both despotism and

anarchy, throughout the civilized world, we should be recreant to our high

trust were we to withhold our earnest protest against all such unlawful and

treasonable acts.

Resolved, 2. That this Assembly, and the churches which it represents,

cherish an undiminished attachment to the great principles of civil and

religious freedom, on which our National Government is based ; under the

influence of which our fathers prayed and fought and bled ;
which issued in

the establishment of our independence, and by the preservation of which,
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we believe that the common interests of evangelical religion and civil liberty

will be most effectively sustained.

Resolved^ 3. That, inasmuch as we believe, according to our Form of Gov-
ernment, that " God, the Supreme Lord and King of all the world, hath

ordained civil magistrates to be under him over the people for his own glory

and the public good, and to this end hath armed them with the power of the

sword, for the defense and encouragement of them that are good, and for the

punishment of evil-doers;" there is, in the judgment of the Assembly, no

blood or treasure too precious to be devoted to the defense and perpetuity of

the Government in all its constitutional authority.

Resolved^ 4. That all those, who are endeavoring to uphold the Constitu-

tion, and maintain the Government, of these United States in the exercise

of its lawful prerogatives, are entitled to the sympathy and support of all

Christian and law-abiding citizens.

Resolved, 5. That it be recommended to all our pastors and churches, to

be instant and fervent in prayer for the President of the United States, and

all in authority under him
;
that wisdom and strength may be given them

in the discharge of their arduous duties ; for the Congress of the United

States ; for the Lieutenant-General commanding the army-in-chief, and all

our soldiers ; that God may [-148] shield them from danger in the hour of

peril, and, by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the army and navy,

renew and sanctify them, so that, whether living or dying, they may be the

servants of the Most High.

Resolved, 6. That, in the countenance which many ministers of the Gospel

and other professing Christians are now giving to treason and rebellion

against the Government, we have great occasion to mourn for the injury thus

done to the kingdom of the Redeemer ; and that, though we have nothing to

add to our former significant and explicit testimonials on the subject of

slavery, we yet recommend our people to pray, more fervently than ever, for

the removal of this evil, and all others, both social and political, which lie at

the foundation of our present national difficulties.

Resolved, 7. That a copy of these resolutions, signed by the officers of the

General Assembly, be forwarded to His Excellency, Abraham Lincoln, Presi-

dent of the United States.

Immediately upon the adoption of this report, the Assembly united in

fervent prayer for the country and its rulers.

The Committee to nominate a preacher on Home Missions reported the

names of Rev. Asa D. Smith, D. D., of the Presbytery of New York, 3d,

principal ; and Rev. Zephaniah M. Humphrey, of the Presbytery of Chicago,

alternate ; and their report was adopted.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday, May 2lst, 9 o'clock A. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The further calling of the Roll was dispensed with.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved. The following

additional Commissioner and Delegate were Veported, and their names were

entered on the Roll : Rev. Charles W. ('lapp. Delegate from the General

Association of Connecticut ; Mr. Albert N. Brown, Elder, of the Presbytery

of New York, 4th.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported, that they had granted leave

of absence to Mr. John H. Ross, of the Presbytery of Chemung, and to Mr.

Jesse T. Ash, of the Presbytery of Wilmington.
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The Committee, appointed to audit the r irt of the Treasurer of the

General Assembly, reported, that they had ftj/nd the accounts correct, and

recommended that the report be approved. Tlieir report was adopted.

Rev. Samuel H. Cox, D. J)., addressed the Assembly with reference to

Ingham University.

A Committee, consisting of Rev. David Torrey, Rev. Claudius B. Lord,

and Hon. James A. Bell, were appointed to prepare a suitable minute with

reference to this institution. C'^'^'^]

The Permanent Committee on Education for the Ministry presented their

annual report. The report was accepted, and referred, with instructions, to

the Standing Committee on Education.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported Overture No. 3, " with

regard to a fund to be raised for the purpose of rendering aid to disabled

ministers and their families." They recommended its reference to a Special

Committee.

The report was adopted, and it was referred to Hon. Joseph Allison,

Richard L. Seeley, and Frederick Starr.

The Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions presented their annual

report. It was read, accepted, and referred to the Standing Committee on

Foreign Missions.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday, May 2lst, 3 o clock P. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee on Commissions reported the attendance of Rev. Silas

Aiken, D. D., the Delegate from the General Convention of Vermont, and

his name was added to the Roll.

The Assembly entered upon the consideration of the report of the Special

Committee on Home Missions.

Pending its consideration, the Assembly adjourned until to-morrow at 9

o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Wednesday, May 22d, 9 o clock A. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The following new Commissioner was reported, and his name was entered

upon the Roll

:

Mr. Jonathan Lord, Elder, of the Presbytery of Milwaukee.

Rev. Charles W. Clapp, the Delegate "from the General Association of

Connecticut, and Rev. Silas Aiken, D. D., the Delegate from the General

Convention of Vermont, addressed the Assembly.

The Moderator responded in a brief address.

It was unanimously Resolved, That the Assembly has heard with great

pleasure the remarks, reports, and appeals of these beloved brethren, in

reference to the affectionate and fraternal feelings of [4.50] them and their

constituents toward us and our Church ; that our brethren of this body

reciprocate as heartily all that they have so nobly addressed to us ; that we
all desire the perpetuity and increase, in Christ our glorious and common
Lord, of our mutual confidence and correspondence ; that the Assembly

salutes our brethren, thus represented, in the Lord, praying his grace, mercy,

and peace to be multiplied to them and us for ever, to his own glory.
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The Standing Committee cnt( 'hurch Extension presented their report. It

was accepted, and put upon tae docket.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Wednesday, May 22d, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions presented their report, which
was adopted, and is as follows

:

The connection of the Presbyterian Church with the past history of the

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions furnishes cause to

this General Assembly for satisfaction and joy. The foreign missionary

work as conducted by the Board, being an integral part of our own benevolent

operations, the Assembly cannot but rejoice, in view of the successes with

which the Head of the Church has crowned its labors. The joy of the

Board in this respect is the joy of the General Assembly, and of our whole

Church.

Neither can this Assembly contemplate, without deep concern, the present

financial embarrassments of the Board as lately presented to our churches

in the statement of its Prudential Committee, and as repeated to this

Assembly during its present sessions, in the report of our Permanent Com-
mittee ; as well as in the address before this body of the Rev. George W.
Wood, D. D., one of the General "Secretaries of the Board. The cares and

embarrassments of the Board, no less than its joys, are those of the Presby-

terian Church.

Convinced that to send out the light of the Gospel to heathen nations is a

work of paramount obligation for the Christian Chuix-h ; that the successes

already secured in the mission field can only be sustained by continued and

even augmented labors ; and that the late dealings of Providence with the

nations call upon Christians to devote themselves to the cultivation of this

noble work with a greater energy, a broader liberality, a larger spirit of

enterprise, and a higher consecration ; convinced, also, that a considerable

portion of our branch of the Church has neglected, or at least overlooked,

this grave responsibility ;
therefore

—

["^'^1]

Resolved, 1. That the duty of sending the Gospel to the heathen is incum-

bent upon all Christians, and that to disregard this work is, in the judgment

of this General Assembly, to break the law of Christ as set forth in the New
Testament :

" Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every

creature."

2. That the General Assembly observes, with deep regret and even shame,

that 852 of our churches, embracing a membership of 43,720, are reported

in our Minutes as contributing nothing whatever to the cause of Foreign

Missions ; and would hereby urge upon these churches, (though it be at first

only by small contributions.) to remove from our venerable Church the stain

thus inflicted upon its evangelical character.

3. That, in view of the present embarrassments of the Board—induced by

the political and financial crisis which is now upon our country—the Assembly

earnestly exhorts all the members of our churches and congregations, without

exception, to " come up to the help of the Lord," in this work of Christian-

izing the nations, with a loyalty to Christ, not less earnest and devoted, than

that which has been so happily manifested in sustaining our Government

during the present national crisis ; and, even in this time of adversity, to

devise liberal things, meeting the emergency of the Board in the spirit of



1861-451, 2] GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 115

sacrifice, as the only mode by which we may avoid further retrenchments
of foreign missionary labor, and consequent damage to the kingdom of the

Redeemer.
The term of office of the following members of the Committee expires at

the present time: Rev. Alfred E. Campbell, D. D., Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield,

D. D., Rev. Asa D. Smith, D. J)., Rev. James W. McLane, D. D., and Rev.
John McLeod. The Committee recommend that they be re-elected to serve

for three years ; and that the vacancy occasioned by the decease of the Hon.
John L. Mason be filled, for the unexpired term of one year, by the election

of Mr. Thos. Bond of New York.

It was made the first order for to-morrow, to hear the Rev. Samuel W.
Fisher, D. J)., president of Hamilton College, with reference to that institu-

tion.

The Assembly resumed the consideration of the unfinished business, viz.,

the report of the Special Committee on Home Missions ; which was con-

tinued until the hour of adjournment.
Adjourned until to-morrow, at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer. [452]

Thursday/, May 23c?, 9 ddock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

Resolved, That the Assembly learn, with sincere gratification, of the recent

action of the American Bible Society for the supply of every soldier of our
army with a copy of the Word of God ; and of the timely and liberal appro-
priation often thousand dollars by the American Tract Society, at its recent

anniversary, for furnishing our army and navy with religious publications,

suited to meet the temptations, trials, and exposures of camp-life, and cor-

dially commend these objects to the favorable consideration and co-operation

of the churches, and especially of the ministry that serve them.
The Committee on Leave of Absence reported that they had granted leave

to Hon. James A. Bell, of the Presbytery of "Watertown. Mr. Reuben S.

Ragan, of the Presbytery of Green Castle, and Mr. John C. Robb, of the

Presbytery of Pennsylvania.

The Assembly took from the docket the report of the Standing Com-
mittee upon Church Extension, on the annual report of the Trustees of the

Church Erection Fund. The report was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Standing Committee on Church Extension, having examined the

documents referred to them, and considered the subjects to which they
relate, respectfully report on the Church Erection Fund.

The report of the Trustees appears to your Committee to furnish gratify-

ing evidence, that that sacred Fund is faithfully administered, according to

the principles on which it was originally constituted, and which have been
sanctioned by successive Assemblies until this time.

Two memorials have been referred to this Committee ; one from the Pres-

bytery of Iowa City, asking for relief to their churches from the obligation

to pay interest on their indebtedness to this fund ; and one from the Pres-

byterian church in Omaha City, asking for a larger appropriation than the

established rules allow ; also a letter from Rev. D. Howe Allen. D. D., ask-

ing for indulgence to the German Presbyterian church in Cincinnati, in

respect to interest on their debt.

The Committee deeply sympathize with the memorialists, but cannot

recommend to the Assembly any alteration of the plan, which has been so
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decidedly approved by successive Assemblies ; which seems to us to secure,

in as great a degree as is attainable, the purposes of the Fund; and the

stability of which is essential to that confidence of the benevolent, which

will secure the permanence and increase of the Fund. We recommend that

the Trustees extend to the [453] churches, whose necessitous circumstances

are represented by the memorialists, all the indulgence which is consistent

with the rules, and we earnestly commend the church in Omaha City to the

favorable consideration of our churches, as a special instance, in which

timely assistance in erecting a house of worship may be of incalculable

service to the cause of Christ.

We further recommend, that the Trustees shall cause a circular letter to

be prepared and sent to the churches, explaining the reasons why the

changes which have been asked for cannot safely, or justly, be made. The
Committee are confident, from their own experience in listening to explana-

tions from the Trustees, that explanations alone are needed to give satis-

faction to the churches.

The Committee recommend the following apportionment to the several

Synods, for the ensuing year

:

Albany,
Alta California,
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report of the Permanent Committee on tlie same subject, presented their

repoi't, which was accepted, and ordered to be printed.

Rev. Sihis Aiken, D. D., the Delegate from the General Convention of

Vermont, took leave of the Assembly, and the Moderator responded.

The Committee to nominate Delegates to Corresponding Bodies presented
their report, which was adopted, and is as follows

:

1. The General Assembly of the Cumherland Preshyterian Church—Rev.
Henry A. Nelson, D. D., principal ; and Rev. George C. Noyes, alternate.

2. The General Synod of the Reformed Preshyterian Church in North
America—Rev. Samuel H. Cox, D. D., principal ; and Rev. M. L. P. Thomp-
son, D. D., alternate.

3. The Synod of the German Reformed Church in the United States—
Rev. Henry Darling, D. D., principal ; and Rev. D. Hopkins Emerson, alter-

nate.

4. The General Association of Massachusetts—Rev. Asa D. Smith, D. D.,

principal ; and Rev. Christopher M. Nickels, D. D., alternate.

5. The General Association of Connecticut—Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler,

principal ; and Rev. William S. Leavitt, alternate.

0. The General Association of New Hampshire—Rev. Horace Eaton,

principal ; and Rev. Eber M. Rollo, alternate.

7. The General Conference of Maine—Rev. Benjamin Graves, principal
;

and Rev. James Hoyt, alternate.

8. The General Convention of Vermont—Rev. Andrew J. Fennell, princi-

pal ; and Rev. J. Parsons Hovey, alternate.

9. The Preshyterian and Congregationcd Convention of Wisconsin—Rev.
Gustavus L. Foster, principal ; and Rev. Calvin Clark, alternate.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church presented their report, which
was accepted and put upon the docket.

The Judicial Committee reported that no papers had been put into their

hands, and requested to be discharged. The report was accepted and the

request granted.

Rev. David Murdock, D. D., the Delegate to the General Synod of the

Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America, for the year 1860, pre-

sented his report. It was accepted, and ordered to be published in the Ap-
pendix to the Minutes.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. E"^^^]

Thursday, May 2M, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, agreeably to previous arrangement, for the celebration

of the Lord's Supper ; and in union with a number of Christians, who ac-

cepted the invitation to participate with them, united in the celebration of

the ordinance. After which. Rev. George W. Wood, D. D., was recognized

as a Delegate from the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis-

sions, and addressed the Assembly.
The Committee appointed by the last Assembly, with reference to a Presby-

terial Quorum, presented their report, which was adopted, and is as follows

:

The General Assembly of 1860, in reviewing the Records of the Synod
of Ohio, reserved its judgment " of the action on pages 226—7, relative to a

Presbyterial Quorum and similar matters," but referred the whole subject to

a Special Committee, consisting of Rev. John J. Atterbury, Rev. Conway
P. Wing, and Mr. Edward Wells, to report to the next General Assembly.

(See the Minutes of 1800, page 239.*)

*Eeprint, p. 66.
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The Committee to wliom such reference was made respectfully submit the

following report

:

At the close of the last Assembly, the Clerk put into their hands a paper,

which was supposed to contain all the materials necessary for their considera-

tion of the subject. But, on inspecting it subsequently, with a view to a

report, it was found to furnish merely an Overture, marked, " Overture No.
4, on page 22G of the Records of the Synod of Ohio ;

" being the occasion

and the basis of the action of the Synod submitted to the Committee ; but
it did not furnish " the action " itself. The Committee, by their Chairman,
addressed the Stated Clerk of the Synod of Ohio by mail, requesting him to

furnish them a transcript of so mvich of the Records as would show their

action on the Overture. To this application they have received no reply

;

nor have they been able otherwise to obtain the desired information.

The Committee, however, supposing that the material thing for them was
to prepare a proper answer to the Overture itself, have carefully considered

the several important constitutional questions involved, without any refer-

ence to " the action " had thereon by the Synod of Ohio.

The Overture is presented in three several branches, and is in the follow-

ing words, namely

:

" 1st. Has any number of members of a Presbytery less than a quorum
for the transaction of business, as mentioned in the ' Form of Government,'

Chap. X., sec. 7, authority to transact any business, except to adjourn?

Have they authority to receive members into the Presbytery, to send

Delegates to the General Assembly, etc. ?

" 2d. And where members, received into the Presbytery by a number less

than a quorum, take up charges on ' common fame' against a minister of the

Gospel belonging to such Presbytery, is a trial, [-ISG] founded on charges so

taken up, authorized by our ' Book of Discipline ' ?

" 3d. Is a Presbytery duly organized, when the IModerator and Temporary
Clerk are ministers, who have not been admitted into the Presbytery by a

quorum for the transaction of business ? And is any business transacted by
a Presbytery so organized constitutional, especially the trial of a minister of

the Gospel " ?

The Committee are unanimous and unhesitating in the following views,

presented under the several branches of the Overture in their order

:

As TO THE First Branch op the Overture:
The law of a quorum is not a mere rule of procedure, a provision of order,

but a matter respecting the very being of the judicatory. Any number of

members less than the constitutional quorum do not make a judicatory, and

are not competent to any organic act. Nor can they, by associating others

with themselves, under the pretense or form of receiving them as members
of the judicatory, make a constitutional quorum. Their acts are simply null

and void. Ex nikilo nihil Jit. This statement applies to every judicatory

in the series from the church session to the General Assembly.

Any number of persons less than " three ministers and as many elders as

may be present belonging to the Presbytery," do not constitute a Presbytery,

and are not competent to do a presbyterial act. Of course they have not
" authority to receive members into the Presbytery," nor " to send delegates

to the General Assembly." Ministers received by them do not thereby

become members of the Presbytery, and, if they assume to act as such, they

are simply aliens and intruders. Commissioners sent by them to the General

Assembly should not be allowed to sit, when the facts of their appointment

are understood.

The doings of such a meeting should not have a place on the Records.
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But if the Stated Clerk records tliem, the Presbytery itself, when constitu-

tionally organized, should take action to adopt or disaffirm them ; and, in

failure of this, the Synod, under its power of review and control, should, on
inspection of the Records, notice the unconstitutional proceedings, and
require the Presbytery to make the necessary correction.

Were it necessary to confirm these positions, it would be sufficient to refer

to the decision of the General Assembly (Digest, p. 105) in regard to a

Quorum of Sessions, to the effect, that what is " necessary to constitute a

quorum," is " necessary to form a session ;" and to the deliverance of the

Assembly of 1860, (see Minutes, pp. 260, 261,)* on an Overture respecting

certain disorderly proceedings of a church, in which the principle is involved

and affirmed, that an " unconstitutional act " is " utterly null and void ;" and
that, " being void," it " works no effect."

As TO THE Second Branch of the Overture :

" Taking up charges " is equivalent to " entering process," or " com-[457]
mencing process." (Cf. " Book of Discipline," Chap. III., sec. 5, with Chap.

v., sees. 2 and 5.) It is the beginning, or first formal step, of a judicial

proceeding
;
and is of course the act of the judicatory. Now, all the pro-

visions of the " Book of Discipline," in relation to the trial of persons sub-

ject to the jurisdiction of a judicatory, presuppose and assume, that " the

charges have been taken up," as well as that every subsequent step of the

proceedings has been had by the judicatory itself. Hence the " Book of

Discipline" does not "authorize" the trial of a minister of the Gospel by
his Presbytery, " on charges taken up " by individuals usurping its preroga-

tives, but only on charges taken up by itself.

The " Book of Discipline," however, prescribes (Chap. VII., sees. 1 and 4)
that " no judicial decision of a judicatory shall be reversed, unless it be

regularly brought up by appeal or complaint."

The trial of a minister, under the circumstances proposed in the Overture,

must be regarded as any other trial, where there has been informality or

irregularity in the citation, or other preliminary stages of the process. The
trial, with the judgment based upon it, must be respected, until the Synod,

as the superior judicatory, shall judge how far the irregularity vitiates the

proceedings, and defeats the ends of justice, and shall annul or confirm the

same.

As TO the Third Branch op the Overture:
The Moderator and Clerk are ministerial officers of the judicatory. In re-

spect of their office, they are servants merely, and not members of the body.

Of the Clerk, this would seem to be unquestionably true. The Constitu-

tion knows nothing of the Temporary Clerk as distinguished from the Stated

Clerk. As far as any provision of tlae " Book " is involved, it is plain that a

judicatory may select any convenient person, though not a member, to record

its transactions, and discharge all other duties pertaining to a clerk. For the

part of those duties usually devolved upon the Temporory Clerk, we believe,

it is no unfrequent thing for a Presbytery to employ a licentiate, or other

person not a member of the body.

Nor does the Constitution explicitly, at least, require the Moderator to be

chosen from the members of the judicatory. It does indeed prescribe (Chap.

XIX., sec. 2) that, in a certain contingency, " he shall possess the casting

vote." And as voting is the act of a member, the implication seems to offer

itself, that the Moderator himself must be a member. But against this

implication some other facts of the Constitution may be cited. Thus, (" Form
of Government," Chap. IX., sec. 3,) there is the provision for inviting, in

* Reprint, p. 83,
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certain contingencies, a minister to moderate the church session, who is not

the pastor of the church, and of course not a member of the session ; while

the general law of " Moderators " (Chap. XIX.) gives him the casting vote.

Then, again, the " Form of Government " (Chap. XII., sec. 7) prescribes,

concerning the General Assembly, that " the Moderator of the last Assem-

bly, if present, or, in case of his absence, some other minister, shall preside,

until a new Moderator be cho.sen." Under this [458] provision, it is not

necessary that the minister called to preside in the Assembly, should himself

be in commission. (Digest, p. 173.) It may be said, that this is merely for

organization. True. But the whole principle seems to be involved. For

the time being, one, not a member of the Assembly, is its Moderator, and as

such has a casting vote on the numberless issues that may be raised between

the formation of the roll and the choice of a new Moderator. And in the

former case, pertaining to church sessions, no such limitation for mere organi-

zation exists. Hence these two points are clearly recognized : 1st. That it

is not essential to the idea of a Moderator that he be a member ; 2d. That

the privilege of a casting vote does not necessarily imply membership.

In the United Stales Senate we have an instance of the Moderator being

foreign to the body over which he presides. By the Constitution of the

United States, the Senate " shall be composed of two Senators from each

State," etc. The Senators make the whole body ; and yet, by the same

instrument, " the Vice-President of the United States shall be President of

the Senate." with a casting vote. In the State of New York (as perhaps

in other States) the Speaker of the Assembly may have two votes, one as a

member of the body, and the casting vote besides ; a fact which rebuts the

supposition that the casting vote is an incident of membership.

All this is urged, without respect to the immemorial usage of our church

courts, but solely in view of what is essential by the provisions of the

written Constitution and the nature of the subject.

If these suggestions are sound, then a Presbytery in the po.sition proposed

by the Overture is " duly organized," and every business done by it is con-

stitutional

—

quoad lioc.

2. But, if it be not admitted that the Constitution allows a Presbytery to

choose for its Moderator one foreign to its body, it may still be said, the

selection of officers is a matter relating not to the hehig of the judicatory,

(like the presence of a quorum,) but to its/orm and order merely. An irreg-

ularity here does not nullify the body. It is still a judicatory, with all the

essential elements, and competent for business. Its business may be consti-

tutional, though done in an unconstitutional way, and liable to correction by

a superior judicatory.

3. Besides, though the persons chosen officers '• are ministers who have

not been admitted into the Presbytery by a quorum," or (which is its mean-

ing) have been received by a number less than a quorum, and are not thereby

constitutionally members, it would still be open to the inference, that the

Presbytery, (with a constitutional quorum,) in choosing such persons to

office, thereby virtually affirmed and adopted the previous unconstitutional

act, by which they were received into the body, made it their own, and made

it good.

Hence, in every view, the Committee are clearly of the opinion that, in

the case proposed in the third branch of the Overture, the answer should be,

that the Presbytery is '' duly (that is, validly) organized," and competent to

any business, including the trial of a minister of the Gospel.

Still, it is obvious, that the presence in the Presbytery of persons [459]

received as members by any number less than a quorum, and in virtue
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thereof claiming to exercise the privilege of members, (whether chosen to

office or not,) may work great wrong and vexation, by overruling the voice

of the majority of the lawful members of the judicatory. And every mem-
ber has the constitutional right, in some appropriate way, to carry any
grievance from this source to the notice of the Synod for correction. We
would, therefore, qualify the above answer to this branch of the Overture,

by adding that, however the acts of a Presbytery so organized may be irreg-

ular, they are not necessarily void and null, (as where there is the want of a

quorum,) but voidable only in the judgment of the superior judicatory, when
brought before it in a constitutional way.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 24th, 9 o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported that they had granted leave

to Messrs. Jacob Johnson, Smith Griffith, Joseph Mills, Adam C. Eckfeldt,

Daniel Beebe, Timothy Lawrence, and J. Milton Smith.

The Assembly resumed, and continued until the time of adjournment, the

consideration of the report of the Special Committee on Home Missions.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 24:fh, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session wei'e read and approved.

The Mileage Committee reported as follows :

The Committee on Mileage respectfully beg leave to report the following

statements and recommendations

:

1st. That 55 Presbyteries have complied with the regulations of the As-
sembly, and have paid the full amount of their assessments toward the

expenses of the Assembly, at the rate of five cents for each communicant in

their respective Presbyteries, viz.

:

[460]
Catskill, Pennsylvania, Cayuga, Hudson, Long Island, New York, 3d, New

York, 4th, Newark, Philadelphia, 3d, Harrisburgh, Erie, Pittsburgh, Cold
Water, Saginaw, Grand River Valley, Lake Superior, Trumbull, Maumee,
Athens, Scioto, Cincinnati, Dayton, Hamilton, Salem, Madison, Indianapolis,

Green Castle, Crawfordsville, St. Joseph, Fort Wayne. Illinois, Schuyler,

Wabash, Alton, Ottawa, Knox, Galena, Chicago, Belvidere, Bloomington,

Milwaukee, Fox River, Columbus, Des INIoines, Iowa City, Keokuk, Du-
buque, Iowa Valley, Dakota, Minnesota, Winona, Sierra Nevada, St. Louis,

Northern Missouri, and Kansas.

2d. That 35 Presbytei'ies have contributed to the Contingent Fund, at the

rate of sixty cents or more for each of their ministers, viz.

:

Troy, Albany, Columbia. Watertown, Utica, Geneva, Bath, Chemung,
Ithaca, Lyons, Onondaga, Tioga, Otsego, Chenango, Delaware, Buffiilo, On-
tario, Rochester, Genesee, Niagara, North River, Brooklyn, Rockaway, Mont-
rose, Philadelphia, 4th. Meadville, Detroit, Monroe, Washtenaw, Kalamazoo,
Huron, Cleveland, Pataskala, Franklin, and Logansport.

3d. That 14 Presbyteries have not contributed anything towards the

expenses of the General Assembly, viz.

:

Champlain, St. Lawrence, Oswego, Cortland, Genesee Valley, Wilmington,
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District of Columbia, Marshall, Grand River, Portage, Elyria, Chariton, San
Francisco, and San Jose.

4th. The amount of money received by your Committee from

the various Presbyteries is $4126.25

5th. The amount of bills presented and audited by your Com-
mittee for mileage and expenses is 3783.25

Leaving a balance, after paying all the bills presented and

audited for mileage and expenses, of 343.00

Your Committee would therefore recommend that the bills for mileage and

necessary expenses, as audited, be paid in full ; and the balance of three

hundred and forty-three dollars ($343) be paid to the Stated Clerk of the

General Assembly, to be applied to the Contingent Fund.

6th. Your Committee would recommend that those Presbyteries which

have not contributed to the funds of the Assembly, be required to pay

to the Stated Clerk sixty cents for each of the ministers in their respec-

tive Presbyteries.

7th. While many of the Presbyteries respond cheerfully to the call of the

General As.sembly for funds to meet the necessary expenses, it is a matter

of deep regret, that so many of our able Presbyteries omit, or neglect, to

furnish the amount requisite" to meet the highly satisfactory plan adopted

by the Assembly.

8th. Your Committee recommend that the Stated Clerk be instructed, to

prepare suitable and convenient printed blanks for the bills of expenses

of Commissioners to the General Assembly, and for their receipts, to be

furnished to the Mileage Committee, in order to systematize and facilitate

their labors.

The report was adopted.

The Assembly resumed the consideration of the report of the [461]

Special* Committee on Home Missions. The report was again referred

to a Special Committee of three, consisting of Rev. A. Bordman Lam-

bert, D. P., Rev. Henry A. Nelson, D. D., and Rev. William C. Wisner,

P.P.
Adjourned until to-morrow, at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, May 2^th, 9 o clock A. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported that they had granted leave

to the Rev. Messrs. John Jenkins, P. P., Claudius B. Lord, Theodore L. Cuy-

ler, George Freeman, John L. Jones, George C. Noyes, and George N. Board-

man. And to Messrs. Walter H. Conklin, Sylvanus Cone, Jacob Fritts,

Aaron Rumsey, Pavid Cushman, Henry W. Jones, Benjamin W. Raymond,

Frederick Starr, x\lbert N. Brown, James R. Stillman, and Martin Hey-

denburk.

Rev. Alfred E. Campbell, P. P., secretary of the American and Foreign

Christian Union, addressed the Assembly with reference to that institution.

Rev. Russell S. Cook addressed the Assembly with reference to the New
York Sabbath Committee, and Rev. Asa P. Smith, P. P., Rev. Theodore S.

Brown, and Mr. John Clouds, were appointed a Committee to prepare a minute

on this subject.

The Standing Committee on Publication presented their report, which was

accepted and put upon the docket.
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The Special Committee on the report of the Committee of the Uxst Assem-
bly on Home Missions, presented their report. Pending its discussion, the

time of adjournment arrived.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported supplies for various pul-

pits in the city and vicinity on the ensuing Sabbath.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, Maij 2^tli, 3 ocloch P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The reports of the Committees on the Records of the Synods of Missouri,

Geneva, Utica, Onondaga, New York and New Jersey, Pennsylvania, West
Pennsylvania, Michigan, Western Reserve, Ohio, Peoria, Iowa, Albany, Sus-

quehanna, and Indiana, were presented, recommending that they be approved
as far as written.

The reports were severally adopted. ["^^^2]

The Committee on the Records of the Synod of Wabash reported, that the

Records be approved, with the following exception :
" They have not been

presented to the Assembly since 1859."

The report was adopted.

The Committee on the Records of the Synod of Minnesota reported, that

they be approved, with the following exception, viz. :
" That the Narrative

on the State of Religion is not recorded."

The report was adopted.

The Assembly took from the docket the report of the Standing Committee
on Publication. The report, after amendment, was adopted, and is as

follows

:

The Standing Committee on Publication respectfully report to the Assem-
bly as follows

:

The procurement of a religious literature, suited to the times, to the wants

of the Church, to the condition of the country, to our denomination ; at once

various and useful, doctrinal and practical, polemical, and hortatory ; some-

times philosophical, sometimes hermeneutical ; sometimes adapted to babes,

as at other times to men and scholars ; illustrating truth, establishing faith,

auxiliary to the ministry, the system of Sabbath-school instruction, and all

the varieties of human condition ; a literature authentic, homogeneous, reli-

able, as it attracts the confidence of all our people, as it receives the sanction,

direct or indirect, of our highest judicatory, and coincides with the character

of our ecclesiastical ministrations ; such a literature is palpably a grand

desideratum to the kingdom, for which we pray and labor that it may come
in all our nation and in all the earth. The press is a mighty arm of influ-

ence ; and we must use and sanctify it in the cause of our Lord and Saviour

Jesus Chri.st. We are, however, only beginning to do and to act in this

comparatively modern and very excellent way.

Our Presbyterian Publication Committee give evidence that they have

been assiduous, and, we trust, faithful and fruitful, in our la.st presbyterial

year. Reports and other documents, which will be found in the Appendix

to our Minutes for 18G1, will illustrate the assertion ;
and we hope they will

be read by us all.

The term of service of Rev. Nathan S. S. Beman, D. D., Rev. Albert Barnes,

Rev. George F. W^iswell, Rev. Asa D. Smith, D. D., and Mr. F. L. Bodine,

expiring at this time, their re-election is recommended ; also the re-election

of five Trustees of the Presbyterian House, namely, Mr. John C. Farr, Charles
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S. Wurts, M. D., Rev. John Jenkins, D. D., Rev. Thomas J. Shepherd, and Rev.
Benjamin J. Walhice, D. D.

The Committee also recommend the approval of the action of the Trustees

of the Presbyterian House, in relation to the donation of Peter Douglas, Esq.,

and the legacy of Mrs. Elizabeth Bartlette.

We also commend to the ministers and the churches of our communion, to

correspond with this Committee, and assist their efforts, in the spirit of unity,

confidence, and mutual benefit ; in the ways suggested so properly in its

report in the Appendix; as resulting good, in more than full compensation

through all our bounds, is [403] alone anticipated as the natural fruit. Your
Committee, from perusing the documents subjected to their revisionary care,

are happy to record more than mere approbation, both of the principles and
the achievements of this organ of publication. Not here to attempt a review

in detail of what has been done the past year deserving laudation, there is

one publication that ought to be specified—" The New Digest of the Acts

and the Deliverances of the (Jeneral Assembly "—as the highest judicatory

of our Chui'ch since its beginning, now verging high toward the terminus of

its second century in this world of the West ; though our Assembly, as fully

organized, beginning the same year with the national Constitution and the

administration of AVa.shington, as President of the United States of America,

is now, in progress, exactly seventy-three years old.

That Digest we consider as a treasure of value incomparable. Any Pres-

byterian, reading and digesting its contents, may well glory in its noble,

scriptural, apostolic character, from the beginning ; a thesaurus of the

authentic pandects of the kingdom ; a mass of practical and judicial wisdom,

not more useful to their sons than honorary to our sires; in all, favoring

nobly the ends of unity, order, law, duty, right, truth, grace, loyalty, impar-

tiality, and constitutional yet universal freedom, in church and in nation!

For the rest, we say, read it, own it, and, " dying, mention it within your

wills, bequeathing it as a rich legacy to your issue." Every judicatory ought

to procure a copy ; every minister should own one ; every respectable library

should possess one, placed near the dictionary of our language and the peer-

less volume of our faith.

In conclusion, we say, let all the parts of our now mature, homogeneous,

love-pervaded commonwealth of Israel, cohere, combine ; honoring all the

members, and especially those nearest our own places and spheres of

accountable action, in the Presbyterian Church of our cordial and our

worthy preference. Let us be national, co-operative, principled, in all

we do ; and hope in our God to do greater and greater things than these.

The time has come when our excellent system, in all its parts one mag-
nificent whole—e pluribvi^ muim—must evince its unity, its strength, its

vocation, in doing good. Our Sabbath-school literature, our entire and excel-

lent Psalmody, and other excellent books, tracts, and documents, can there be

best obtained, and thence diffused with eminent advantage in every part of

our grounds. And it is hoped, and recommended to our Publication Com-
mittee, to establish depositories, or. in conjunction with our Presbyteries, to

authorize and assist others to establish them, in every more distant section

of our Church ; so making them easily accessible to all, as they are eminently

cheap and pi'actical, and giving to all our people what, we trust, they will

soon learn to appreciate and love. Our common obligations to the self-

denying, able, generous, and enterprising efforts for the common good of our

nation and our denomination, which have distinguished our brethren in Phil-

adelphia, claim our grateful recognition and our cordial thanks ;
especially, ah

uno disce omnes, for that noble structure, the Presbyterian House, with [464]
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its furniture, its fitness, its large grounds, its beautiful site, and its promise

of permanent usefulness.

After due consideration, we have agreed to designate for preacher on
this subject, at the Assembly of 18G2, the Rev. Charles Hawley, of Auburn,
N. Y., and as his alternate, the Rev. John W. Hall, D. D., of Oxford, Ohio.

In view of the turbulence and the menace of our times, the drear inaugu-
ration of civil war, and the prospect of its ravages of physical and moral
desolation in our country,

Resolved, 1. That we acknowledge the agency and the just judgments of

our God in all this, and would humble ourselves before him. with the

prayer,—O Lord ! in wrath remember mercy
;
spare thy people, and restore

peace in all our borders.

Resolved^ 2. That Friday, June 28th, be appointed, in these national and
solemn relations, as a day of fasting, humiliation, and prayer before God, to

confess our sins, to supplicate his mercy and gracious return to us, almighty
to save ; and especially that he would prepare the members of both houses
of Congress, so soon to convene, in this crisis of our affairs for all their

duties, with wisdom, piety, and patriotic sincerity of devotion to the good
of our one great nation ; and that he would bless our President and his

Cabinet, our army and our navy, and order all the operations of this new
and dreadful war, for his own glory, the prosperity of his own Zion, and the

ultimate good of our country for this and all coming ages.

The Committee appointed to prepare a minute respecting Ingham Uni-

versity, presented the following report

:

The Assembly regards with lively interest the establishment and main-

tenance of Seminaries for young ladies, in which they may attain a liberal

and elegant intellectual culture, combined with careful religious instruction,

and under positive Christian influences.

The Assembly recognizes, in respect to this Seminary at Le Roy, N. Y.,

this peculiarity ;—that it is the only Seminary for young ladies, the prop-

erty of which is distinctly and inalienably the property of our Church ;

—

and expresses its grateful appreciation of the wisdom and liberality of the

Christian ladies who have given this institution to the entire and permanent
control of thoroughly Christian men

; as also of the earnest and generous

purpose of its Chancellor and Council to make increasingly liberal provisions

for the education of the daughters of ministers of the Gospel, who are

unable to pay the customary expenses of unendowed female Seminaries.

The Assembly also expresses the earnest hope, that benevolent Christian

men of the churches will so appreciate the importance of securing the

unembarrassed success of this excellent institution, as to do themselves the

honor, and Christ the service, of providing for the speedy liquidation of the

debt which now impedes and cripples it, and thus, not only place this val-

uable property unencumbered in the hands of the Church, as a beautiful and
fully-released possession of the Church's Lord, but also open before the

institution [465] an endless career of usefulness in behalf of the daughters

of the household of faith, and the interests of the kingdom of Christ.

Messrs. William E. Dodge, Walter S. Griffith, and Jesse W. Benedict,

were elected Trustees of the Church Erection Fund, to serve for three years.

Adjourned until Monday at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 2T//i, 9 o'clock- A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.
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The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Assembly was invited by Mrs. Judge Spencer to a reception at her
house this evening. The invitation was unanimously accepted, and the

thanks of the Assembly ordered to be returned to Mrs. Spencer.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported an Overture on the sub-

ject of Systematic Benevolence, with the following answer:
Resolved, 1. That Rev. Henry Kendall, D. D.^Rev. M. L. P. Thompson,

D. I)., Rev. Henry Darling, D. D., Rev. Samuel T. Spear, D. D., and Rev.
Charles Hawley, be a Committee to consider the whole subject of Systematic

Benevolence, and report to the next General Assembly a plan to be recom-

mended to the churches in carrying on their benevolent operations ; and that

Presbyteries, or individuals, desiring to lay any propositions on that subject

before the General Assembly, be directed to communicate them to said Com-
mittee.

Resolved, 2. That, for the coming year, each church connected with the

Assembly be urgently requested, to make a contribution to the very import-

ant causes of Education for the Ministry, Home Missions, Foreign Missions.

and Publication, as they are conducted by the Assembly ; such collection,

small or large ; and that they make report of the respective amounts to

their Presbytery at the stated meeting next preceding that of the General

Assembly.
The report was adopted.

Communications were received from our Theological Seminaries: from
Lane Seminary, through the General Secretary of the Assembly's Committee
on Education ; from Auburn Theological Seminary, through Rev. Jonathan

B. Condit, D. D. ; and from the Theological Department of Lind University,

through Rev. Yates Hickey.

The Assembly resumed the consideration of the unfinished business,

namely, the report of the Special Committee on Home Missions, and the

Constitution contained in the report was adopted.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [466]

Monday, May 21th, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee appointed to prepare a minute with reference to the New
York Sabbath Committee, reported the following resolutions

:

Resolved, 1. That the Assembly have heard, with deep interest, the state-

ments of the Rev. Russell S. Cook, the secretary of the New York Sabbath

Committee, in regard to its plans and operations
;
and that they rejoice in the

favor of Divine Providence, which has so evidently attended its well-devised

and energetic movements.
Resolved, 2. That we commend anew the cause of the Sabbath to the

churches under our care, as at all times worthy of a most hearty and earnest

support, and as calling, in the present circumstances of the country, for special

vigilance and fidelity. We would particularly urge it upon them, that fer-

vent prayer be offered, and all possible care be taken, that, even in troublous

times, the precious day of the Lord be duly honoi'ed.

Resolved, 3. That it be recommended to our churches to co-operate with

the New York Sabbath Committee, in their praiseworthy designs, by any

such expressions of sympathy or forms of effort as, in their several localities,

may seem to them appropriate.
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The Assembly adopted, with some amendments, the resolutions contained
in the report of the Special Committee on Home Missions.

The Constitution and resolutions are as follows :

Constitution op the Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions.

I. The General Assembly, in accordance with the obvious indications of
Divine Providence, and agreeably to the Constitution of the Church, (Form
of Gov., Chap. XVIII.,) assumes the responsibility of conducting the work
of Home Missions within its bounds.

II. To this end, the Assembly hereby institutes a Permanent Committee,
to be known as the " Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions," to be
located in the city of New York ; to consist of fifteen members ; of whom
not more than eight shall be ministers of the Gospel ; to be arranged in the
first instance into three classes, to serve one, two, and three years respectively,

and their successors to serve for three years ; to be appointed by the Assem-
bly ;

five of them to be a quorum for ordinary business, and a majority for

the election of officers and the determination of their salaries.

III. The Committee shall elect, annually, a General Secretary or Secre-

taries, a Treasurer, and such other officers and agents as may be requisite for

the successful prosecution of the work. They shall have power to fill, until

the meeting of the next Assembly, their own vacancies ; to appoint their

own meetings ; to determine the specific duties of their officers ; and make
their own by-laws, subject to the revision of the Assembly.

IV. They shall undertake the work of aiding such congregations as [467]
are unable to support, in whole or in part, the stated preaching of the Gos-
pel

; and of sending itinerating or resident missionaries to the destitute in

our own land. And, as it is the design of the General Assembly, not to

supersede the different ecclesiastical bodies connected with it, but to en-

courage and give unity and efficiency to their action, so as to bring out the
full adaptation and force of the Presbyterian system in Home Missions, the
Presbyteries are recommended to appoint Standing Committees on Home
Missions ;—to explore their destitutions ; to select, and, if they think expedi-

ent, to nominate missionaries for their own field ; to recommend the amount
of their compensation ; to secure an annual contribution to the cause from
each of their churches ; to be a medium of communication between the

Presbytery and the Assembly's Committee
;
and to furnish annually to this

Committee, on or before the 15th of April, a detailed statement of the Home
Missionary work within their bounds.

V. The Committee shall appoint and commission the missionaries, taking

care to appoint no one unacceptable to the Presbytery within whose bounds
he is to labor ; they shall give them all needful instructions as to the place

and character of their labors, securing as far as practicable and regarding the

advice and indorsement of the Presbytery, as to the selection and location of

laborers and their remuneration ; they shall make the necessary appropria-

tions to agents, exploring and itinerating missionaries, and congregations ; it

being understood, that no appropriation shall be made to any congregation,

whose application is not endorsed by the Presbytery with which such con-

gregation stands connected, or by the Committee of Presbytery ; and shall

take measures to secure the effective co-operation of the Synods, Presby-

teries, and churches, in the work of exploration, in securing missionaries,

and in obtaining funds for the common treasury.

They shall keep a faithful record of their proceedings, and make an annual

report of all their doings to the General Assembly.
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VI. The Treasurer shall take charge of the moneys contributed to the

cause ; shall tlisbui'se them only upon the duly certified order of the Com-
mittee ; to whom he shall make report of the state of the treasury at such

times as they shall direct ; and give bonds annually for the faithful discharge

of his trusts, to such an amount as the Committee may determine.

Resolutions on the Home Missionary Work.

Resolved, 1. That the condition of the Home Missionary work through-

out the Church, at the present time, calls for a reconsideration and re-adjust-

ment of many of its arrangements, so as to give it, in its new relations, the

greatest stability and efficiency.

Eesulred, 2. That the Presbyteries should carefully weigh the relative

claims of old organizations and of new enterprises, that one may not be sac-

rificed for the other ; that, as to the former, they should ascertain if any

ought to be discontinued ; if several may not be united under one mission-

ary ; what may be done to stimulate them to greater efforts for self-support;

and if appropriations to decidedly unpromi.sing ones should not be curtailed
;

and, as to the latter, [408] they should only be undertaken where the provi-

dential indications point out their necessity, and never to establish denomi-

national interests where there is really no call nor room for them ; the gen-

eral principle being, that we should hold only that which is worth holding,

and advance no farther than can be done effectively.

Resolved, 3. That applications from the Presbyteries should state all the

facts which the Committee should know, in order to form a correct judgment

in the case ; such as—the location of the Church ;
its positive and relative,

its present and prospective importance ; its age, numbers, pecuniary ability,

necessities ; length of time during which it lias been receiving assistance

;

the prospect of its ceasing to need assistance, etc., etc. And that no church

should be recommended for an appropriation, which does not make all reason-

able exertions to sustain the preaching of the Gospel; make an annual con-

tribution to ^the general treasury ; and satisfy the Presbytery that it has

complied with its engagements to its minister.

Resolved, 4. That appropriations should be made with reference to the

necessities and prospects of congregations, rather than in view of the wants

of missionaries ; the support of the ministry being regarded chiefly as a

means of building up the Church.

Resolved, 5. That, as the funds of the Church must be limited, in com-

parison with the very extensive field to be supplied, a careful economy should

be regarded in all appropriations, and strenuous efforts should be made to

increase the contributions to the general treasury from year to year.

Resolved, G. That, in planting new churches, the unity of the body of

Christ should be so recognized, that where another denomination, of like

general faith and order, is m possession of a field, and is doing all that may

be fairly needed to supply it with the Gospel, presently or prospectively,

missionaries should not be sent to that field, but to more destitute regions.

Resolved, 7. That itinerating missionary labor should be employed, wher-

ever the wants of any particular region may demand it, and the funds at the
'

disposal of the Committee will allow ; and that great care .should be taken

to gather up and perpetuate the results of such itinerancies, so that the

energies and means of the Church may not be wasted in fruitless experi-

ments.

Resolved, 8. That the Committee on Church Extension, established in

1855, having satisfactorily fulfilled its course, as a supplementary arrange-
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ment, and its separate continuance being rendered unnecessary by the estab-

lishment of the " Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions," it shall be

merged into that Committee, which is declai-ed to be the legal successor to

all its responsibilities, rights, and claims ; and that, when the " Presbyterian

Committee of Home Missions " becomes organized, the funds, records, claims,

and responsibilities of said Church Extension Committee shall be transferred

to that Committee.

Resolved., 9. That the Permanent Committee on Home Missions, established

in 1858, be discontinued. -

Resolved^ 10. That the General Assembly regards it as of the utmost [-169]

importance, that a uniform Presbyterian system should be adopted as soon

and as far as practicable ; and it earnestly recommends all its ecclesiastical

bodies, acting in connection with other organizations, as soon as it can be

done without sacrifice to existing interests, to conform themselves to the

Assembly's plan.

Resolved, 11. That the "Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions" be

directed to apply to the Legislature of the State of New York for an act of

incorporation.

Resolved, 12. That the " Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions " be

directed to hold its first meeting in the city of New York, on the 18th day

of June next, and the Stated Clerk of the Assembly notify, in due season,

the members, of the time and place of meeting.

Resolved, 13. That the Committee appoint a General Secretary, to be

located in the city of New York ; and that they be instructed to appoint an

Associate Secretary, to reside in Philadelphia ; and other Secretaries in such

other places as they may find necessary.

Resolved, 14. That ten of the members of the Committee be located in and

about New York, and five in and about Philadelphia.

The attendance of the Rev. Andrew Giffert Wylie, the Delegate from the

General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America, was

reported by the Committee on Commissions, and his name was added to the

Roll.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 8 J o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday, May 28th, 8^ o'clock A. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported that they had granted

leave to the Rev. Messrs. Charles Richards, Asa D. Smith, D. D., John B.

Fowler, Cicero B. Stevens, Grosvenor W. Heacock, D. D., William J. John-

son, Asa Johnson, Lemuel Clark, Medad Pomeroy, Charles Merwin, Albert

Bigelow, Joseph Willet, and Benjamin G. Riley ; and to Messrs. John P.

Osborne, Andrew M. Wing, Thomas Archer, George W. Allen, Jonathan

Ford, Alexander H. Hicks, Edwin Pierce, Eli D. Catlin, Augustus P. Has-

call, Charles H. Quinlan, Harvey J. Mann, John Clouds, James G. Redfield,

James 3L Hains, and James R. Sayre.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported an Overture on the sub-

ject of a week of special religious services, with the following answer :

Whereas, Protracted religious services have often been greatly blessed in

deepening the work of grace in the hearts of Christians, and in awakening

sinners and leading them to Christ ; and

Whereas, A good impression created on a congregation in the [-470]

autumn often remains with it through the succeeding winter months ; and
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Whereas, God is pleased to regard union and concert in prayer ; therefore,

Resolved, That it be recommended to all our pastors and churches, as far

as practicable, to observe the first week in December as a season of special

prayer for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on our congregations, and

in special religious services calculated to edify the saints, and lead sinners to

Christ.

Resolved, 2. That the Stated Clerk be instructed to give notice in the

religious newspapers circulating in the Church, of the above recommendation

of the Assembly.

The following were elected Trustees of the Presbyterian House

:

Mr. John C. Farr, Charles S. Wurts, M. D., Rev. John Jenkins, D. D.,

Rev. Thomas J. Shepherd, and Rev Benjamin J. Wallace, D. D.

The Assembly took from the docket the report of the Standing Committee

on Church Extension upon the annual report of the Permanent Committee

on the same subject. The report was adopted, and is as follows

:

On the subject of Church Extension, the Committee report, that Over-

tures have been presented from the Presbyteries of Scioto, Troy, Schuj^ler,

Dayton, Catskill, and Iowa City, and from the Synod of Peoria.

These Overtures illustrate the unanimity of our church judicatories in

favor of having the General Assembly assume the responsibility of conduct-

ing our own Home Missionary work, as the Assembly has already resolved

to do ; and also in favor of giving the Assembly's Committee a name
expressive of its functions, as having charge of our entire Home Missionary

work. This Committee had agreed to recommend the name, " Presbyterian

Home Mission Committee," as the form most conveniently written ;
but we

cheerfully acquiesce in that which has been adopted, on the recommendation

of another Committee.

Three Overtures express the desire that the Committee on Home Missions

may be located in some prominent commercial city ; and two of them

designate the city of New York. One of them requests that there may
be two General Secretaries, one to reside in New York and the other in

Chicago.

The report of the Permanent Committee on Church Extension exhibits

labors and results which, in the existing circumstances, merit the emphatic

commendation and grateful acknowledgment of the General Assembly.

The steady increase of donations to an agency, so much questioned and

assailed, shows the intelligent and firm purpose of our people to do efficiently

whatever work the providence of God at any time gives them
;
and now,

when so manifestly Divine Providence calls us. as a Church, to undertake

the Home Missionary work more broadly, and in a mode suited to our

church organization and adapted to develop and apply all the energy of

our Church, we may confide in the liberality of our people to furnish the

needful resources. ['^''^'^J

The Assembly having instituted " The Presbyterian Committee on Home
Missions,'" it seems obvious that there will be no further need of a Church

Extension Committee as a supplementary agency ;
and we concur in the

recommendation of the Special Committee that it be discontinued. In doing

so, we recommend that the General Assembly put on record their emphatic

commendation of the fidelity, wisdom, and energy with which the Church

Extension Committee have conducted this difficult and important church

enterprise during the six years of its continuance.

The Treasurer's report being duly audited, and having been presented to

the Assembly, we recommend its acceptance and approval.

Rev. Andrew G. Wylie, the Delegate of the General Synod of the Re-
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foiiined Presbyterian Church in North America, addressed the Assembly,
and the Moderator responded.

Rev. A. Bordman Lambert, D. D., Rev. J. Geddes Craighead, Rev.
Robert Adair, Rev. Augustus T. Norton, and Rev. Henry Smith, J). D.,

were appointed to nominate the Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions,

and to till the bhink in the 12th resolution.

Adjourned until 2 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Taesdmj, May 28th, 2 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Assembly took from the docket the report of the Committee on the

Polity of the Church.

The Committee report Overture No. 1, asking the General Assembly so to

change the form of Statistical Reports, that churches will be required to

report their membership actually resident, as resident members
; and their

absent membership as absent or non-resident members.
It also asks that the '' capitation tax," levied to defray the expenses of

Commissioners and the General Assembly, be assessed upon resident mem-
bers only.

Believing that each church should be held responsible for the good char-

acter of its members, and also for their General Assembly tax, the Committee
recommend that the request of the Overture be not granted.

The report was adopted.

The Committee report Overture No. 2 : "Is a member of Presbytery,

desirous of withdrawing connection with our Church to a foreign body at a

distance, entitled to a letter of dismission and recommendation on demand,
while occupying the position as pastor of one of our churches ?"

The Committee report, that he is not thus entitled.

The report was adopted. ["^'''-]

The Committee report Overture No. 3 :
" Is it in accordance with the usages

and principles of the Presbyterian Church to administer the rite of baptism

to infints whose parents, once having connection with some evangelical church,

now hold no such connection in their present place of residence ?
"

The Overture was referred to a Special Committee^ consisting of Rev. Samuel
H. Cox, D. D., Rev. Henry A. Nelson, D. D., and Rev. J. Parsons Hovey, with

instructions to report to the next General Assembly.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported also Overture No. 4,

on the subject of Statistics, with the statement, that they see no reason why
there should be any change in the form now used for making the statistical

reports of benevolent contributions of the churches.

The report was adopted.

The Committee on the Annual Narrative of the State of Religion within

the bounds of the General Assembly presented their report, which was adopted,

and ordered to be published in the Appendix to the Minutes.

The Standing Committee on Education, to whom was referred the subject

of Literary and Theological Institutions, presented the following minute for

the approval of the Assembly :

Whereas^ The Presbyterian Church has always taken high ground with

reference to an educated clergy, resisting the temptation to introduce into

her pulpits unskillful men, even when there was great destitution of preach-

ing
; and loJiereas, from the first establishing of the Church in this country,

she made and sustained successful educational efforts, both literary and the-
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ological, thus vindicating her descent from the " preaching " Protestants of

the Reformation
;
and ichereas, our religion is the religion of a book inspired

and authorized by God ; therefore,

Rc'solced, 1. That we have listened with gratification to the reports, oral

and written, from Hamilton College, from Union, Auburn, Lane, and Black-

burn Theological Seminaries, and from Lind University ; and that, in view

of the intimate relation of these institutions to the Presbyterian Church, and
of the value of their reports to this body, we recommend that written reports

be hereafter annually presented to the Assembly, and printed in the Appendix
to the Minutes.

Resolved, 2. That, believing the connection between religion and sound
learning to be vital, and regarding academies, colleges, and theological sem-

inaries as conserving and promoting such learning, we enjoin upon all our

churches to foster the spirit of education among their members, in such a

way as to secure the increase of students in our higher institutions of learn-

ing, and also a more liberal endowment of said institutions.

Resolved, 3. That it be recommended to the Presbyteries and Synods of

the Church, to encourage pious and promising young men, within their

bounds, by the pledge of liberal aid, to enter upon a course of literary study

with the Gospel ministry in view, holding up prominently the duty and

dignity of the sacred office. [^"^]

Resolved, 4. That, inasmuch as, in the nature of things, the preachers of

the Gospel come not lai'gely from the wealthier classes, it be laid upon the

conscience of the Church to give the more liberally and freely of their means
to raise up a thoroughly educated clergy.

Resolved, 5. That, so f\ir as it can be done, withovit infringing upon the

chartered rights of Colleges, the study of the Word of God, both in the

vernacular and the original languages, be recommended as a part of their

curriculum.

The report was adopted.

The Committee, to whom was referred the Overture of the Presbytery of

Columbus, on the subject of raising a fund to be applied to the aid of dis-

abled ministers and their families, presented a report, which was adopted, and

is as follows

:

They have taken the subject into careful consideration, and have been

unable to devise a plan which they can, with any reasonable or proper confi-

dence, recommend for adoption by the Assembly. Several religious bodies

have tried the experiment of raising a fund for this purpose ; among whom
may be named the Methodist Episcopal Church and the Old School Presby-

terian Church of this country, and the English Wesleyans of Great Britain.

The proper sources of information, touching the several plans which have

been adopted by these bodies, the relative success of each of them, and the

details of the several systems which have for some years been under trial,

your Committee have been unable to reach ; and have, therefore, thought it

best to recommend the appointment, by this General Assembly, of a Com-

mittee to consist of. three persons, to report a plan of operations, to be laid

before the next General Assembly, with a view to secure the end contem-

plated in the Overture, which your Committee regard as of great importance,

and therefore worthy of the most careful and mature consideration.

Hon. Joseph Allison, Matthew W. Baldwin, Joseph H. Dulles, and Samuel

C. Perkins, were appointed as this Committee.

The Assembly took from the docket the report of the Standing Committee

on Education upon the annual report of the Permanent Committee on the

same subject.
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The report was adopted, and is as foUoAvs

:

The Standing Committee on Education, to whom was referred the report

of the Assembly's Permanent Committee on that subject, beg leave respect-

fully to submit the following report

:

The Assembly is aware that the chief subject which was designed to

occupy the attention of the Standing Committee is the revised plan of

Education, di*awn up in December last, and submitted to the Presbyteries

for their approval. To this subject the Committee have given the most
patient consideration. They have carefully examined the answers of the

various Presbyteries, so far as received ; and they have listened to oral

statements, from members of the Permanent Committee, and from represent-

atives of existing local organizations at present prosecuting this work. [474]
The Committee have found the subject environed with peculiar and with

somewhat formidable difl&culties. From the facts presented to them, they

have no reason to suppose that any plan which could be devised would com-

mand the instant approval of all sections of the Church. Yet the evidence

before them compels the conclusion, that a large majority of Presbyteries

will cordially accept the Plan, especially as modified by this Committee, in

accordance with suggestions contained in the communications of several of

the Presbyteries. The Committee, therefore, recommend to the General As-

sembly to pass the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Plan of Education herewith communicated be adopted

by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
;
and that the Presby-

teries be requested, as far as circumstances will permit, to conform their

action to its provisions.

Plan op Education.

Whereas, The General Assembly has heretofore established the Permanent
Committee on Education, by the adoption, on the 27th day of May, 1856, of

the following resolutions

:

" Resolved, 1. That a Committee of fifteen ministers and members of the

Presbyterian Church, of whom five shall be laymen, shall be appointed by the

General Assembly, to be called the Permanent Committee on Education for

the Ministry ; seven at least of whom shall reside in or near the city of New
York, which shall be the seat of its operations. Five members of this Com-
mittee shall constitute a quorum, but, for the election of a Secretary of Edu-
cation, or for action upon his salary, a majority shall be necessary to consti-

tute a quorum.
" Resolved, 2. This Committee, as thus constituted, shall divide itself into

three equal classes, the first, second, and third, whose terms of office shall

expire respectively in one, two, and three years. The General Assembly
shall annually elect, after its first organization, five members of this Com-
mittee for three years, to fill such vacancies. It shall also fill any vacancy

which may have occurred in the other classes. The Committee shall have

power to fill any vacancies occurring in the interval between the sessions of

two Assemblies for such an interval."

And, ichereas, it has also secured, from the Legislature of the State of

New York, an act of incorporation, which is as follows

:

" An Act to Incorporate the Permanent Committee on Education for the

Ministry of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the

LTnited States of America.

" The people of the State of New York, as represented in Senate and Assem-

bly, do enact as follows :
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" Section 1.—John J. Owen, Asa D. Smith, George L. Prentiss, William

A. Booth, Joseph B. Sheffield, Jesse W. Benedict, Walter S. Griffith, Anson
G. Phelps, William Hogarth, Jonathan F. Stearns, Henry Smith, Harvey
Curtis, John Jenkins, William Darling, and [475] William Jessup, (designated

for the purpose by the General Assembly of the Pi'csbyterian Church, which

met in Cleveland, Ohio, in May, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven,) and their

successors in office, are hereby constituted a body corporate and politic, by
the name of ' The Permanent Committee on Education for the Ministry of

the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of

America,' whose duty it shall be to superintend the whole cause of Educa-

tion in behalf of the said General Assembly, as said General Assembly may
from time to time direct ; also to receive, take charge of, and disburse any
property or funds, which, at any time, and from time to time, may be in-

trusted to said General Assembly, or said Permanent Committee, for Edu-
cational purposes.

" Section 2.—The said corporation shall possess the general powers, and be

subject to the provisions contained in title three of chapter eighteen of the

first part of the Revised Statutes, so far as the same are applicable and have

not been repealed or modified.

" Section 3.—The management and disposition of the affiiirs and funds

of said corporation shall be vested in the individuals named in the first sec-

tion of this act, and their successors in office, who shall remain in office for

such period, and be displaced and succeeded by others, to be elected at such

time and in such manner as the said General Assembly shall direct and ap-

point.
" Section 4.—Tlie said corporation shall in law be capable of taking,

receiving, and holding any real or personal estate which has been or may
hereafter be given, devised, or bequeathed to it, or to the said General

Assembly, for the purposes aforesaid, or which may accrue from the use of

the same ; but the said corporation shall not take and hold real and personal

estate above the sum of two hundred thousand dollai"s.

"Section 5.—This act shall take effect immediately.

—

Passed April 11

,

1858."

Now, therefore, in order that the objects for which the said Committee was

established and incorporated may be fully accomplished, the General Assem-

bly hereby adopts the following rules for the guidance hereafter of the said

Committee, and the churches. Presbyteries, and Synods under the care of the

Assembly ;
and repeals all former acts of the Assembly establishing a Plan

of Education.

I.

The Permanent Committee, on behalf of the Assembly, shall superintend

the whole work of Education for the Ministry ; shall do whatever may be

proper and necessary to carry out the provisions of this Plan, so as to de-

velop an educational spirit and activity throughout the churches. Presby-

teries, and Synods in connection with the General Assembly ;
and shall make

1 to the Assembly a full annual report, as far as can be ascertained, of all that

' has been done throughout the Church in behalf of Education for the Min-

istry, [-i^e]

IT.

As soon as convenient, after the meeting of each General Assembly, the

Permanent Committee shall elect a General Secretary, who shall retain his

office until his successor is elected. The Committee may also employ, at
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their discretion, any additional agency wliicli may be necessary for the prose-

cution of the work.

III.

The General Secretary shall be the executive officer of the Permanent
Committee. It shall be his duty, as far as he can, to visit the Synods, Pres-

byteries, and churches, for the purpose of awakening their interest and con-

centrating their energies in this matter
;
to visit the students aided by the

Permanent Committee, and to exercise, as far as possible, a pastoral super-

vision over them ; to present this cause to the churches
; to urge upon

young men the claims of the ministry ; to collect funds as opportunity may
be afforded him

; to discharge such other duties as may be assigned to him
from time to time by the Permanent Committee, in furtherance of the gen-

eral object of Education for the Ministry
;
and to make a quarterly report,

in writing, of his doings, to the Permanent Committee.

IV.

The Permanent Committee shall also annually elect a Treasurer, who shall

receive all funds intrusted to them, and disburse the same under their direc-

tion. At their discretion, this officer may receive a reasonable compensation,

and be required to give adequate bonds.

V.

Appropriations to students for the ministry shall be made, by the Perma-
nent Committee, according to the rules heretofore approved by the General

Assembly, (Minutes 1857, p. 390,) or such as shall hereafter be approved.

Although it is recommended to churches and to donors not to give a specific

direction to their contributions, yet, in individual cases, and for sufficient

reasons, any designation may be given to contributions not inconsistent with

the rules of the General Assembly, provided, nevertheless, tbat all funds

passing through the treasury shall bear a due proportion of the expenses of

the Committee.

VI.

Each church connected with the General Assembly will be expected to

make an annual contribution for Ministerial Education, to be paid into the

treasury of the Permanent Committee.

VII.

It is earnestly recommended that each Presbytery promote the success of

this work within its own bounds by giving attention to the following partic-

ulars :

1. Making the subject of the increase of candidates for the ministry a

topic of serious consideration in its meetings, at least once in each year ; and
appointing a Standing Committee to act for the [477] Presbytery in all mat-

ters pei'taining to the cause, when it is not in session.

2. Seeing that the subject is properly presented in all its churches

annually, and that a contribution is made in each one, and paid into the

treasury of the Permanent Committee.

3. Seeking out, selecting, examining, and recommending to the Permanent
Committee, such young men in its churches as should receive assistance from

the general treasury ; and, as far as possible, supervising and directing them

during their studies.

4. Making an annual report of the doings of the Presbytery on the whole
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subject, to the Permanent Committee, previous to the meeting of each Gen-
eral Assembly.

5. Doing such other things as may be calculated to give this work its true

place among the agencies for evangelization.

VIII.

Each Presbytery, whose churches contribute to the treasury of the Per-

manent Committee without giving a specific direction to their contributions,

shall be entitled, so far as the means placed at the disposal of the Permanent
Committee will allow, to receive aid for all candidates for the ministry recom-

mended by it to that Committee, however much the appropriations to them
may exceed the contributions of the churches of the said Presbytery.

IX.

It shall be the duty of the Synods to call up this subject annually, and to

inquire what the Presbyteries and churches under their care are doing in

relation to it; and to adopt such measures as may promote, in accordance

with this Plan, this great and important cause of Christian benevolence.

The Permanent Committee having submitted for the approval of the

Assembly an addition to the first rule for aiding young men, the Standing

Committee recommend the insertion of the following clause after the words,
" at least one year " in that rule, namely :

" That he has been recommended by
the pastor and elders of the church to which he belongs, as a suitable per-

son to be aided in preparing for the ministry."

The following was substituted for the third rule

:

3. All funds contributed for Educational purposes, and disbursed by the

Committee, shall be denominated " Scholarship Funds ;" and the annual pay-

ment to students shall not, unless in very peculiar circumstances, exceed

eighty dollars for the academic, one hundred dollars for the collegiate, and

one hundred and twenty for the theological course per annum, to be paid in

quarterly installments upon the return of the schedules to be filled up by

the student and his instructors, and the approbation of the same by the Per-

manent Committee.

The term of office of one class of the members of the Permanent Com-
mittee having expired, the following persons are hereby nomi[478]nated to

fill the vacancy : Rev. James P. Wilson, D. D., of Newark, N. J. ; Rev. John
Jenkins, D. D., of Philadelphia

; Rev. Robert R. Booth, of New York
;
Rev.

Charles S. Robinson, of Brooklyn, and Mr. Preserved H. Porter, of Newark,

N. J.

The Committee to nominate the Preshyterian Committee of Home Missions

presented their report, recommendina; the appointment of Rev. Asa D. Smith,

D. D., Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D., Rev. Jonathan F. Stearns, D. P., Rev.

Charles S. Robinson, Rev. Thomas S. Hastings, Rev. Henry Darling, D. D.,

Rev. Albert Barnes, Rev. Benjamin J. Wallace, D. D., Mr. Oliver E. Wood,

Mr. Joseph F. Joy, Hon. Edward A. Lambert, Mr. J. Milton Smith, Mr.

James B. Pinneo, Mr. John A. Brown, and Hon. Joseph Allison
;

And that Rev. Asa D. Smith, D. D., Rev. Thomas S. Hastings, Rev. Ben-

jamin J. Wallace, D. D., Mr. John A. Brown, and Mr. J. Milton Smith, be

assigned to the first class, to serve for one year
;

That Rev. Jonathan F. Stearns, D. D., Rev. Charles S. Robinson, Rev.

Henry Darling, D. D., Hon. Joseph Allison, and Mr. Oliver E. Wood, be

assigned to the second class, and serve for two years

;

And that Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D., Rev. Albert Barnes, Mr. Joseph
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F. Joy, Hon. Edward A. Lambert, and Mr. James B. Pinneo. be assigned to

the third dass, and serve for three years.

They further recommend that the place for the first meeting of the Com-
mittee be the city of New York ; the time be the third Tuesday of June

;

and that the Stated Clerk be charged with the duty of making the arrange-

ments for this meeting.

The report was adopted.

At the request of Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D., Rev. J. Parsons

Hovey was appointed in his place on the Permanent Committee on Foreign

Missions.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported Overture N. 5 :

"Where one portion of a church connected with, and under the jurisdic-

tion of the Presbytery, denies the jurisdiction and authority of the Presby-

tery and every other body, and all right to review its proceedings, and the

right of appeal to the Presbytery, and declare their determination so to con-

tinue ; and the other portion of such church declare to the Presbytery their

wish to continue their connection with the Presbytery as heretofore, instead

of setting up as an independent church : What is the duty of the Presby-

tery toward that portion who remain faithful to such jurisdiction?"

And recommended the following answer : That, in the judgment of the

Assembly, the report on the subject last year (see Minutes, pp. 2G0, 2G1)*
implies, that the church sustains the same relation to the Presbytery as

before the denial of its jurisdiction
;
and that the Delegate of the church

is entitled to a seat in the Presbytery, as in years previous to the act

aforesaid. E"^^^]
The janitor's bill, the bill of the reporter of the Assembly, the bills for

printing and stationery, the traveling expenses of the Delegates to Connec-
ticut, Vermont, Maine, New Hampshire, Cumberland Presbyterian Church,
and Reformed Presbyterian Church, with the salaries and traveling expenses

of the Stated and Permanent Clerks, were ordered to be paid.

Resolved, That the Minutes of the Assembly, with the usual Appendix, and
the reports of the Treasurers of the Permanent Committees, be printed,

under the direction of the Stated Clerk.

The Standing Committees severally reported that they had no further

business, and were dischai'ged.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported that they had granted leave

to Rev. Messrs. Horace Eaton. Gurdon W. Noyes, Blackleach B. Gray, Oliver

N. Chapin, Alexander Porter, Marcus Hicks, and Samuel Sawyer ; and to

Messrs. George W. Rhodes, John G. Parker, Harry D. Cook, Joseph D. Hal-

bert, and John T. Rowland.
The following resolutions of thanks were, on recommendation of the Com-

mittee appointed for the purpose, unanimously adopted :

1. To the citizens of Syracuse, whose hospitalities we have proved so

copiously, so pleasantly, so constantly, for their generous and exemplary
kindness to us ; shown in matter, in manner, and in motive, we doubt not, to

the members of the Assembly, and to others attending its sessions : with the

prayer, that their young and stately city, with its beautiful sceneries and its

magnificent surroundings, especially their numerous and intelligent popula-

tion, may be the covenanted care of our Heavenly Father, present and
future ; that our God may enrich them with his own unspent bounty, crowning
them with his salvation, by grace, and with glory, in Jesus Christ, our ador-

able Lord, who is our hope, our strength, our glory, as the true God and
eternal life; that our Redeemer may be also their own.

* Keprint, p. 83.
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2. To the Committee of Arrangements, for their prompt, devoted, prov-

ident care of us and ours
;
as more especially we name its worthy Chair-

man, the Hon. Israel S. Spencer, so useful, so beneficent, so distinguished, in

the cause, as our gratitude loves to acknowledge as well as remember.

3. To the Trustees of the First Presbyterian church, its beloved pastor,

and its noble congregation, its excellent choir, with their music, both vocal

and instrumental, of such admirable character, assisting so ai'tistieally, so

patriotically, so gratefully, our public devotions.

4. To the Rev. Jonathan B. Condit, i). D., our honored Moderator, for the

dignity, kindness, assiduity, ability, and impartial order, mingled so well with

forbearance and Christian urbanity ; all which he has so genially exemplified

in all his personal and official bearing toward us, his affectionate and fraternal

constituents.

5. Also, to very many others. Christian gentlemen and elect ladies, on

various occasions not here enumerated, in relations secular and sacred,

official and social ; touching all which our memories and our hearts will not

soon cease to cherish our happy impressions of the [480] cit}- of Syracuse,

and our delightful visit here, in the season of Nature's blooms and beauties,

in the month of May, 18G1, and in connection wuth this meeting of our

General Assembly.
The Roll was called, and the following persons were found to be absent

without excuse

:

Rev. Charles S. Sylvester, Mr. William Hannas, Rev. John Waugh, Rev.

Abraham T. Young, Mr. Ingham Townsend, Rev. Mills B. Gelston, Mr. Levi

Hotchkiss, Rev. Henry Fowler, Mr. Samuel N. Kinney, Rev. John McLeish,

Mr. Jay E. Lee, Rev. A. Cogswell Frissell, Rev. Danel Rice, Rev. George W.
Elliott, Rev. Silas H. Ashmun, Rev. James H. Trowbridge, and Mr. Charles

T. Wilkinson.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The business of the Assembly having been finished, and the vote having

been taken for the dissolving of the Assembly, the Moderator, with prayer

and the apostolic benediction, declared the Assembly dissolved, and required

another General Assembly, chosen in the same manner, to meet in the Second

Presbyterian church of the city of Cincinnati, Ohio, on thej:hird Thursday

of May, 18G2, at 11 o'clock A. M.

HENRY DARLING, Permanent Clerk.

Syracuse, N. Y., 3Iay 28t7i, 18G1.

APPENDIX.
ANNUAL NARRATIVE

Of the State of Religion within the Bounds of the Presbyterian

Church in the United States of America, May, 1801.

A Narrative of the State of Religion in an ecclesiastical body must have

reference to both the internal life and the external manifestations of that life.

This idea will give shape to our report. The spiritual forces of our Church

-have this year been recruited by many revivals, and by the diligent use of

the ordinary means of grace. The number of revivals reported in the Nar-

ratives placed in the hands of the Committee is sixty-six. Had every special

quickening enjoyed by ourchurches been noticed, this number would doubt-

less have been greatly increased. What is styled a revival by one is deemed

by another scarcely worthy the name. One minister is like the woman who
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called in the neiglibors to rejoice with her, when one piece of silver was
found ; while another holds no jubilee over many converts, but rather

mourns that they are so few. The revivals reported were neither so many
nor so powerful, as those which have taken place in some former years

;

but they have brought gladness to many hearts on earth and in heaven.

The spiritual life of the Church appears to have been greatly promoted by
the " week of prayer," observed very extensively by various denominations

in our country during the first days of this year, at the call of British

Christians and missionaries. We notice with pleasure, that there is an
increasing disposition to use our excellent Shorter Catechism in the instruc-

tion of the young, and to introduce the expository method of preaching into

our pulpits. The evidences are abundant, also, that our Church is becoming
more and more pervaded by a spirit of Christian denominationalism ; not a

sectarian spirit, which should be our abhorrence ; not an exclusive, unfrater-

nal spirit, which is inconsistent with the generous liberty promoted by our

institutions ; but a spirit of love for our cherished symbols and modes of

government, which contributes to make both better Christians and more
loyal Presbyterians.

The interior life of the Church, thus fostered and developed, has revealed

itself during the past year, in a continuous and healthy growth. Many causes

have combined to check this growth. Financial embarrassment has prevented

a hoped-for expansion in some of the wealthier communities. In States,

where emigration has introduced the nomadic element into society, our infant

enterprises have been greatly retarded ; while, in Kansas, famine and political

troubles have conspired to defeat the hopes of all denominations. There are

nevertheless some substantial evidences of growth. Several new churches
are reported as brought into our connection during the year, and several new
houses of worship as erected within our bounds. The number of communi-
cants, also, is largely increased.

The activities of our churches have revealed themselves, firstly, in a careful

ordering of each individual " household of the faith." The Sabbath-schools

are almost invariably represented as in a flourishing condition. In three

cases at least, libraries for the use of the pastor have been founded.

The activities of the churches have developed themselves, secondly, in a

ready contribution to the great benevolent institutions of the day. Many
of our churches responded nobly to the appeal, made by the A. B. C. F. M.,

to relieve it of debt before its last anniversary, the jubilee of its history.

But we regret, that our contributions have greatly failed, since the opening
of the political troubles by which our country is at present unhappily dis-

turbed. The cause of Education has received some new impulses. Our new
Theological Seminary at Chicago is just about to go into operation; and our
other Seminaries and Colleges have been attended by an unusual number of

students. There is, however, too much apathy as yet in regard to the educa-

tion of candidates for the ministry.

Presbyterial missions have received an unusual degree of attention. In
some places they have been prosecuted with a marked success ; while, in all

our newer Presbyteries, the necessity of such labor has become almost pain-

fully evident.

The activity of our churches in mission-school enterprises should not pass

unnoticed. In New York, in Brooklyn, in Philadelphia, in Chicago, in Wil-
mington, and in other cities, special efforts have been made to reach, by
evangelical influences, the children, and through them the adults, in the
" streets and lanes." The results of these eff'orts are surprising. Commodious
chapels have sprung up in the midst of wretched dwellings. Hundreds have
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been taken from the slippery walks and filthy gutters, and taught at once the

lessons of self-respect and of Christianity. The " swearer's prayer " has been
turned into that of the penitent, and the song of Zion has taken the place

of the obscene ballad. New churches have been foi'med at the centres estab-

lished by the opening of these schools, and older churches have been replen-

ished by them. Romanism has suffered not a little by these agencies ; and
the spiritual graces of a multitude of teachers have been greatly developed

by their self-denying labors.

An unusual degree of success has attended the mis.sionary efforts of the

past year among the Dakota Indians. There have also been some substantial

advances made among our foreign population, especially among the Germans
in the Presbytery of Newark.

The cause of Temperance has declined. The failure of the friends of

prohibitory legislation to secure its adoption, or its thorough administration,

has discouraged them. Upon this they had thrown themselves, and burnt
their ships. All other measures they had deliberately abandoned ; so that,

when this fiiiled, they could neither go forward nor retrace their steps. So at

least they have appeared to feel, and many of them have done nothing. Some
of the former friends of Temperance have retreated so far from prohibitory

legislation, as to maintain, that the true theory is, to adopt the use of light

wines and fermented liquors, and thus substitute a compai'atively harmless

stimulant for the .poisoned compounds which have been so generally used

;

thus again we find the once grass-grown road of moderate drinking trodden

by Christian feet. In some places, however, unusual efforts have been made
to secure pledges to total abstinence as well from the dangerous wines of the

currant and blackberry, as from those of the rich clusters of the vine. In

some instances whole companies of soldiers, enlisting in our armies, have
signed the temperance pledge before entering the camp.

The cause of Sabbath Observance has received special attention in some of

our cities, especially in New York, with the happiest results.

This year is not without its mortuary record. More names than usual

of honored brethi'en in the ministry are to be found in the list of those who
have exchanged their earthly service for their heavenly rest. This list is as

follows, viz. : •

William F. Curry,

John Smith,

Henry G. Miles,

William Waith,

Daniel C. Houghton
Daniel Crane,

John Gray,

William Bradford,

Elymas P. Rogers,

Amos Bingham,
Robert IMcBride,

Paul Shepherd,

Chester Birge,

Charles A. Boardman,
Alfred H. Betts,

James Wilson,

Israel S. Twombly,
Lewis Godden,
William H. Spencer,

of the
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Cyrus E. Rosenkrans, of the Presbytery of Columbus.
Abraham Van Stavoren, " " Keokuk.
George E. Delevan, " " Dubuque.
David Davies, " " Dakota.

One element which has largely entered into the recent religious history

of our Church is the spirit of Christian patriotism. The wave of patriotic

feeling, which has poured over the North, has indeed lifted all upon its breast,

or overwhelmed those whom it has not lifted, as a tidal wave at the same
moment buries the treacherous rocks and floats the gallant ships. Large
numbers of the members of our churches have enlisted to fight their coun-

try's battles, feeling that the time has come, when those of the followers of

the Prince of Peace who have no swords should sell their garments and buy
them. Our stalwart men have taken up arms to conquer a peace, which
was impossible without war. Many of them have gone into the field with a

thoroughly religious spirit. In some instances, they have marched almost

literally with a sacred song upon their lips, following that banner, which the

Lord hath given them to be displayed because of the truth. They have
carried religious influences with them into the camp, establishing prayer

meetings, and distributing Bibles and tracts at every opportunity. Many
instances of hopeful conversion in the camp or the garrison are reported.

More than one has learned to make himself a living sacrifice to God, by
first laying himself upon the altar of his country. Providentially our

Church is free from those unhappy divisions which separate brethren of

many denominations in this trying hour. Whatever the issue of the com-

ing conflicts, we shall share alike in its triumphs or its humiliations. What-
ever the feelings with which some may enter the field of strife, we are glad

to know that from our churches have gone so many, who will ever keep the

cross above the flag ; whose courage will get its nerve from prayer rather

than from passion ; and who, if sent to the judgment-seat by the hand of

violence, will have no account to render for shedding a brother's blood in an

unholy wrath.

By order of the General Assembly.
JONATHAN B. CONDIT, Moderator.

EDWIN F. HATFIELD, Stated Clerk.
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MINUTES, 1862.

Cincinnati, Ohio, May 15th, 1862.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States

of America met, agreeably to appointment, in the Second Presbyterian church

in the city of Cincinnati, Ohio, on Thursday, the 15th of May, 18G2,

at 11 o'clock A. M., and was opened with a sermon, by the Eev. Jonathan

B. Condit, D. D., the Moderator of the last Assembly, from Acts 17 : 2, 3

:

'' And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three Sabbath days

reasoned with them out of the Scriptures, opening and alleging, that Christ

must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead ; and that this Jesus,

whom I preach unto you, is Christ."

After the sermon, the Assembly was constituted with prayer.

Adjourned to meet at 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [4]

Thursday. May 16th, 3 o'clock P. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The report of the Committee on Commissions was presented by the Stated

Clerk, and the following persons were thereupon cnrolled,^as duly appointed

Commissioners of the General Assembly :

I. SYNOD OF ALBANY.
MINISTERS. ELDERS.

John S. Stone.

Nathan S. S. Beman, D. D., LL.D.,

Jonathan H. Noble.

Stephen Bush.

William Whittaker.

Samuel Loomis, Hon. John Niles.

II. SYNOD OF UTICA.

Baruch B. Beckwith.

Peter Snyder,

Thomas A. Weed,
Samuel W. Brace,

Jonathan B. Hubbard,

Albert H. Corliss,

III. SYNOD OF GENEVA.
Timothy M. Hopkins, George W. Brundage, M.D.

Benjamin M. Goldsmith,

David D. Gregory, James H. Hotchkin.

Augustus W. Cowles,D. D., Robert Wilson.

David Torrey, Hon. Henry S. Walbridge.

James F. Calkins, Enoch Blackwell.

Lewis M. Shepard, Albert F. Cressy.

PRESBYTERIES.

1. Cliamplain,

2. Troy,

3. Albany,

4. Columbia.

5. Catskill,

1. St. Lawrence,

2. Watertown,

3. Oswego,

4. Utica,

1. Geneva,

Lewis Stevens.

Samuel Smith.

Russell Mather,

David K. Butts,

M. Miller Gray.

Bath,

Chemiing,

Ithaca,

Pennsylvania,

Lyons,
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PRESBYTERIES.

1. Onondaga,
2. Cayuga,

3. Cortland,

4. Tioga,

GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

IV. SYNOD OF ONONDAGA.

149

MINISTERS.

Mont'y M. Wakeman (3),
Charles Hawley, D. D..

George W. Warner,
Henry N. Millerd,

Samuel II. Hall, D. D.

ELDERS.

Hon. Israel S. Spencer.

Ira Hamilton, M. D.,

Orren Hughett.
Daniel E. Whitmore.

1. Otsego,

2- Chenango,

3- Delaware,

1. Buffalo,

V. SYNOD OF SUSQUEHANNA.
Samuel J. White. Benjamin Jacobson.

Alfred Ketcham, Thomas Yale.

Philip Bassett, M. D. [5]

VI. SYNOD OF GENESEE.

Ontario,

Rochester,

Genesee,

Niagara,
Genesee Valley,

Frederick W. Flint,

Georffe P. Folsom,

Jame^s B. Shaw, D. D.

Frank F. Ellinwood,

Elizur N. Manley,
Joshua Cooke,

Elijah W. Stoddard,

John Otto,

George W. Tew (2),

]^]phraim Cone.

Caleb K. Adams,
Harry Allen, M. D.

Stephen Ives.

James Wells.

William F. Wheeler.

VII. SYNOD OF NEW YOEK AND NEW JERSEY.

1. Hudson,
2. North River,

3. Long Island,

4. New York, 'M,

5. Neio Yorh, Ath,

6. Brooklyn,

7. Newark,

8. Rockaway,
9. Montrose,

Henry F. Wadsworth,
Eiisha G. Cobb,
Edward Stratton,

Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D.,

Dwight M. Seward,

Samuel W. Crittenden,

Joel Parker, D. D.,

John Spaulding,

James W. McLane, D. D.,

Christ'r M. Nickels, D. D.,

James P. Wilson, D. D.,

Nathan Leighton,

William H. Adams,
Israel Brundage,

George W. Seward.

Benjamin I. Van Keuren.
James S. Skidmore.

William A. Booth,

Daniel H. Smith,

James W. Bishop.

Samuel M. Blatchfbrd,

Albert N. Brown.
Hon. Edward A. Lambert.
Stephen G. Gould,

Seth W. Magie.

Joseph J. Fitzgerald.

Richard L. Seely,

Simeon B. Chase.

VIII. SYNOD OF PENNSYLVANIA.
1. Wilmington,

2. Philadelphia, 3c?,

William Aikman (2),

Beriah B. Hotchkin,

Thomas S. Johnston,
3. Philadelphia, Aith, William T. Eva,

Henry S. Osborne,
4. Harrislmrgh, William Sterling,

5. Dist. of Columbia, Mason Noble.

John C. Clark.

Isaac Ashmead.
Alexander Whilldin.

Theophilus Trenchard,

Roderick Byington, M. D.

John B. Hall.

IX. SYNOD OF WEST PENNSYLVANIA.
1. Erie, Joseph Vance, Harmon Ensign.

2. Meadville, Robert C. Allison.

3. Pittsburgh, James F. Read, D. D., William C. Aughinbaugh.
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X. SYNOD OF MICHIGAN.
PRESBYTERIES.

1. Detroit^

2. Monroe,

3. Maishall,

4. Washte7iaw,

5. Kalamazoo,

6. Cold Water,

7. Saginaiv,

8. Gr. River Valley,

9. Lake Superior,

MINISTERS.

George Duffield, D. D.,

Erasmus J. Boyd.
William A. McCorkle,
Benjamin Russell,

Normau Kellogg,

Joseph A. Ranney,
David H. Taylor,

Louis Mills (2).

Cicero B. Stevens.

1. Grand River,

2. Portage,

3. Huron,
4. Trnmhull,

5. Cleveland,

6. Elyria,

7. Maumee,

ELDERS.

Horace Hallock.

Lewis Keeler.

Alvali Pratt.

Joseph C. Larimore (2).

William McMechan.
Horace D. Hood.

[6]

XI. SYNOD OF WESTERN RESERVE.
Dexter Witter,

Elias C. Sharp.

Francis Z. Rosseter,

W^illiara C. Clark,

Samuel C. Aiken, D. D.,

Raymond H. Leonard (2),

Ansel R. Clark.

Perry C. Baldwin.

Erastus Chester.

Leman Galpin, M. D.

Erastus W^olcott.

Franklin S. Slosson, M.
Isaac E. Brush.

D.

1. Athens,

2. Pataskala,

3. FranMin,
4. Scioto,

1 . Cincinnati,

2. Dayton,

3. Hamilton,

XII. SYNOD OF OHIO.

Archibald S. Reid,

Warren Swift.

Thomas J. Downey,
Tapping S. Reeve,

Joel Deming.

Benoni Dickerman.

Robert Wood.

XIII. SYNOD OF CINCINNATI.

Mat. L. P. Thompson, D. D., Franklin V. Chamberlain,

John E. Chandler, Edward D. Mansfield.

W^illiam M. Cheever, Winslow S. Phelps (2).

Jeremiah P. E. Kumler, Stephen Whitlock.

XIV. SYNOD OF INDIANA.

1. Salem, Henry W. Ballantine, Oily Owen.
2. Madison, John Gerrish, James Lamb, M. D.

3. Indianapolis, Isaac Delamater, John L. Ketcham.

4. Green Castle, Henry L. Dickerson, Charles C. Knapp.

XV. SYNOD OF WABASH.
1 . CrawfordsviUe,

2. St. Joseph,

3. Logansport,

4. Fort Wayne,

1. Illinois,

2i. Schuyler,

3. Wahash,

4. Alton,

Thomas Griffith,

Edward Scofield,

Francis S. McCabe,
Henry C. Cheadle,

Presley T. McKinney.
Abraham J. Westervelt.

J. Culbertson Reynolds.

Hon. John L. Knight.

XVI. SYNOD OF ILLINOIS.

William G. Gallaher, Samuel M. Rannels.

William Herrit, John H. Catlin (3).

John C. Campbell, James M. Culbertson.

Charles H. Foote, Lawson A. Parks,

Andrew Luce (2), Ebenezer Cheney.
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PRESBYTERIES.

1. Ottawa,

2. Knox,
3. Galena,

4. Chicago,

5. Belvidere,

6. Bloomington,

1. Milwaukee,

2. Fox liiver,

3. Columbus,

1. Z^es Moines,

2. i^jiiY/. C/(y,

3. Keokuk,
4. Dubuque,

5. /o?t>a Valley.

6. Chariton.'

1. Dakota,
2. Minnesota,

3. PFiHona,

XVII. SYNOD OF PEORIA.

MINISTERS. ELDERS.

Henry Bergen (2)
Wilbur McKaig.
Aratus Kent,

Baxter Dickinson,

George L. Little,

Charles N. Mattoon
Hiram H. Kellogg,

Thomas Wilson.

D. D., Hon. William H. Brown,
Nathaniel S. Bouton.

D. J)., Calvin A. Shaw.
David Brier. [7]

XVIII. SYNOD OF WISCONSIN.

Joseph S. Lord.

John B. Preston, Wilson Holt.

Timothy Williston, John Phillips.

XIX. SYNOD OF IOWA.

Francis M. Dimmick.
George D. Young,
Isaac E. Carey.

Charles R. French,

Samuel H. Rogers.

Richard Edwards.

XX. SYNOD OF MINNESOTA.
Stephen R. Riggs, John B. Renville.

Gideon H. Pond, Jeremiah W. Selby (3).

Joseph W. Hancock, Caleb J. F. Smith.

XXI. SYNOD OF MISSOURI.

1. St. Louis, Smith H. Hyde (2), James Patterson (2).

2. NortJin Missouri, Thomas H. Tatlow.

3. Kansas, William H. Smith (2).

XXII. SYNOD OF ALTA CALIFORNIA.

1. San Francisco.

2. Sierra Nevada.
3. San Jose, Laurentine Hamilton (3).

CORRESPONDING BODIES.

1. General Assembly of the Cumberland Pres-

byterian Church.

2. General Synod of the Reformed Presbyte-

rian Church in North America,
3. General Synod of the Evangeliccd Lutheran

Church in the United States.

4. Synod of the German Reformed Church in

the United States.

5. General Association of Massachusetts.

6. General Association of Connecticut.

7. General Association of New Hampshire.
8. General Conference of Maine.

9. General Convention of Vermont.

Rev. William H. Harrison,

.D. D.
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10. Preshyterian and Congregational Convention

of Wisconsin
J

Rev. Nathaniel D. Graves.
11. Union of the Evangelical CJmrches of

France.

12. Synod of the Free Preshyterian Church in

the United States, Rev. Daniel M. Moore. [8]
The Assembly proceeded to the election of a Moderator. Whereupon the

Rev. George Duffield, D. D., of the Presbytery of Detroit, was chosen
Moderator, and inducted into office in the usual form.

A communication was received from Rev. Henry Darling, D. D., the Per-

manent Clerk of the General Assembly, tendering his resignation, on account
of his impaired state of health. The Assembly declined accepting his resig-

nation, and appointed the Rev. William Sterling, of the Presbytery, of Har-
risburgh, to perform the duties of the office, 2)ro tern.

Rev. Frank F. Ellinwood, of the Presbytery of Rochester, and Hon. Wil-
liam H. Brown, of the Presbytery of Chicago, were chosen Temporary
Clerks.

The docket of business was read by the Stated Clerk.

Resolved, That the Asssembly hold its daily sessions from 9 o'clock A. M.
to 12} P. M. ; and from 3 o'clock P. M. to 5J o'clock P. M. ; and that the

first half hour of the morning session be appropriated to devotional exer-

cises, under the direction of the Moderator
; and that, if an evening session

.should be necessary during the meeting of the Assembly, it shall com-
mence at 8 o'clock P. M.
The printed Minutes of the last General Assembly were distributed among

the members.
The General Rules for Judicatories, contained in the Appendix to the Con-

stitution, were adopted as the Rules of this Assembly.
Ordered, that the usual number of copies of the Roll be printed, under the

direction of the Stated Clerk.

It was made the order of the day for to-morrow at 10 o'clock A. M., to

receive the Synodical Records, the Narratives and the Statistical Reports of

the Presbyteries, Overtures, memorials, appeals, and complaints.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 16th, 9 o'clocJc A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Roll was called, and the Minutes of the preceding session were read

and approved.

The following additional Commissioners and Delegates were reported, and
their names were entered on the Roll

:

Louis Mills, Minister, from the Presbytery of Grand River Valley.

William Aikman, Minister, from the Presbytery of Wilmington.
Smith H. Hyde, " " " St. Louis.

Andrew Luce, " " " Alton.

Henry Bergen, " » " Ottawa. [9]
Raymond H. Leonard, " " " Cleveland.

William H. Smith, " " « Kansas.
James Paterson, Elder, " " St. Louis.

Winslow S. Phelps, " " " Dayton.
Joseph C. Larimore, " " " Kalamazoo.
George W. Tew, " " " Buffalo.
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Rev. Nathaniel J). Graves, Delegate from the Presbyterian and Congrega-

tional Convention of Wisconsin.

The Moderator announced the following Standing Committees

:

1. JaiUcial Committee. 3Iinisfers—Nathan S. S. Beman, D. J)., LL.D.,

Baxter Dickinson, D. D., Samuel C. Aiken, D. D., Norman Kellogg.

Elders—Hon. Henry S. Walbridge, Samuel M. Blatchford, Hon. John L.

Knight.

2. Bills and Overtures. Muiisters—Joel Parker, D. D., William C. Clark,

Peter Snyder, James F. Read, D. D. Elders—Hon. Israel S. Spencer,

Richard L. Seely, James Lamb, M. D.

3. P<jUti/ of the Church. -Ministers—Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D., Joseph A.
Ranney, William M. Cheever, Isaac E. Carey. Elders—Alexander Whilldin,

W^illiam C. Aughinbaugh. Nathaniel S. Bouton.

4. Foreign Missions. Ministers—James P. Wilson, D. D., Henry S. Osborne,

William A. McCorkle, Gideon H. Pond. Elders—Harry Allen, M. D., Lewis
Keeler, David Brier.

5. Church E.ctens'ion. Ministers—James B. Shaw, D. D., Christopher M.
Nickels, D. D., Ei'asmus J. Boyd, Aratus Kent. Elders—Hon. John Niles,

Lawson A. Parks, Franklin S. Slosson, M. D.

6. Education. Ministers—Charles Hawley, D. -D., John Spaulding, Au-
gustus W. Cowles, D. D., Ansel R. Clark. Elders—William A. Booth, Horace
Hallock, Edward D. Mansfield.

7. Publication. Ministers—James W. McLane, D. D., Hiram H. Kellogg,

Jonathan H. Noble, Edward Scofield. Elders—Isaac Ashmead, James H.
Hotchkin, Isaac E. Bruvsh. [10]

8. Narrative. Ministers—Samuel H. Hall, D. D., William T. Eva, Tapping
S. Reeve, William G. Gallaher. Elders—James W. Bishop, Erastus Chester,

-Philip Bassett, M. D.

9. Leave of Absence. Ministers—Timothy M. Hopkins, Beriah B. Hotchkin,
Joseph Vance, Timothy Williston. Elders—George W. Seward, Ira Hamilton,

M. D.. Richard Edwards.
10. Devotional Exercises. Ministers—Matthew L. P. Thompson, D. D.,

George W. Warner, Charles H. Foote, Thomas H. Tatlow. Elders—Roderick
Byington, M. D., Samuel Smith, John Otto.

11. Mileage. Elders—Hon. Edward A. Lambert, Franklin V. Chamber-
Iain, George W. Brundage, M. D.

The jModerator also announced the Committees on the Synodical Records,

as follows

:

1. Albany. Ministers—David Torrey, Stephen R. Riggs. Elder—Ben-
jamin Jacobson.

2. JJtica. Ministers—Samuel J. White, Francis M. Dimmick. Elder—
Stephen Ives.

3. Geneva. 3Iinisters—Henry F. Wadsworth, Joseph S. Lord. Elder—
Alvah Pratt.

4. Susquehanna. Ministers—Mason Noble, William McKaig. Elder—
Albert F. Cressy.

5. Genesee. Ministers—Baruch B. Beckwith, Henry W. Ballantine. Elder
—Robert Wilson.

6. Onondaga. Ministers—Frederick W. Flint, John C. Campbell. Elder
—Winslow S. Phelps.

7. New York and New Jersey. Ministers—Thomas Griffith, Jeremiah P.

E. Kumler. Elder—Harmon Ensign.

8. Pennsylvania. Ministers—Francis S. McCabe, Thomas J. Downey.
Elder—William McMechan.
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9. West Pennsylvania. Ministers—Benjamin M. Goldsmith, Edward Strat-

ton. Elder—Presley T. McKinney.
10. Micliigan. Ministers—John E. Chandler, William H. Adams. Elder

—Daniel E. Whitmore.
11. Westcr7i Reserve. Ministers—Samuel W. Brace, Isaac Delamater.

Elder—Caleb K. Adams.
12. Oliio. Ministers—Robert C. Allison, John Gerrish. Elder—M. Miller

Gray. [11]
13. Cincinnati. 3Iinisters—Warren Swift, Wilkam Herrit. Elder—Leman

Galpin, M. D.

14. Indiana. Ministers—Alfred Ketcham, George D. Young. Elder—
Stephen Whitlock.

15. Wabash. Ministers—Cicero B. Stevens, John B. Preston. Elder—
Orren Hughett.

IG. Illinois. Ministers—Dexter Witter, Charles B. French. Elder—
Erastus Wolcott.

17. Peoria. MUmters—David II. Taylor, Joseph W. Hancock. Elder—
John Phillips.

18. Wisco)isin. Ministers—Elizur N. Manley, George L. Little. Elder—
James M. Culbertson.

19. Iowa. Ministers—Elijah W. Stoddard, George P. Folsom. Elder—
Simeon B. Chase.

20. Minnesota. Ministers—Benjamin Eussell, Israel Brundage. Elder—
Samuel H. Rogers.

21. Mis.witri. Ministers—James F. Calkins, Nathan Leighton. Elder—
John C. Clark.

22. Alta, California. Ministers—Perry C. Baldwin, Thomas S. Johnston.

Elder—John B. Hall.

The Records of the Synods were presented, and put into the hands of the

Committees appointed to examine them.

The Assembly proceeded to receive the Narratives, Statistical Reports, and
other papers of the Presbyteries, which were duly referred to the Standing

Committees.

The annual report of the Treasurer of the General Assembly was received,

and referred to an Auditing Committee, consisting of Hon. Israel S. Spencer

and Mr. Albert N. Brown.
The reports of the Delegates, appointed by the last General Assembly, to

Corresponding Bodies, were made the order of the day for 3 o'clock this

afternoon.

The Assembly took a recess of fifteen minutes ; after which, the annual

report of the Board of Trustees of the Church Erection Fund was made the

order of the day for to-morrow, at 10 o'clock A. M.
The annual report of the Trustees of the Presbyterian House was made

the second order of the day for to-morrow morning.

The annual report of the Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions was

made the third order of the day for to-morrow morning.

The annual report of the Foreign Mission Committee was made the order

of the day for Monday, at 10 o'clock A. M.
The First Presbyterian church of Philadelphia, Pa., was chosen as the place

for the meeting of the next General Assembly.

A Committee, consisting of Rev. William T. Eva and Isaac Ashmead, were

appointed to nominate a Committee of Arrangements.

The annual report of the Presbyterian Publication Committee [12] was

read, accepted, and referred to the Standing Committee on Publication.
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The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported, in part, recommending
that the sermon on Publication be preached this evening, at 8 o'clock, and
the recommendation was adopted.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 16th, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

Reports were received from the Delegates, appointed by the last Assembly,

to Corresponding Bodies ; from Rev. Christopher M. Nickels. D. D.,the Dele-

gate to the General Association of Connecticut ; from Rev. Horace Eaton,

the Delegate to the General Association of New Hampshire
;
from the Rev.

Andrew J. Fennell, the Delegate to the General Convention of Vermont

;

from Rev. Gustavus L. Foster, the Delegate to the Presbyterian and Congre-

gational Convention of Wisconsin.

The reports were accepted, and ordered to be printed in the Appendix to

the Minutes.

A communication was received from the Rev. Josiah H. Stearns, the Dele-

gate from the General Association of New Hampshire.

The Rev. Daniel M. Moore, a Delegate from the Synod of the Free

Presbyterian Church in the United States, appeared, requesting that a cor-

respondence be opened with the body that he represents. Whereupon it was
Resolved, That, in accordance with this request, a fraternal correspondence

be opened with that Synod, on the usual terms of correspondence with for-

eign bodies.

The name of the Rev. Daniel M. Moore was accordingly entered upon the

Roll of the Assembly.
Resolved, That a Special Committee be appointed on the State of the

Country.

Rev. Nathan S. S. Benian, D. D., LL.D., Rev. William Aikman, Rev. Hor-
ace Rood, and Mr. J. Culbertson Reynolds, were appointed to this service.

The Permanent Committee on Education for the Ministi'y presented their

annual report, which was accepted, and referred to the Standing Committee
on Education.

On the recommendation of the Committee appointed for the purpose,

Rev. Albert Barnes, Rev. Thomas J. Shepherd, Rev. John W. Dulles, and
Messrs. William G. Crowell, George Kendall, Samuel Work, and Alexander
Whilldin, were appointed a Committee of Arrangements, for the next General

Assembly. [13]
Resolved, That the devotional exercises be continued for one hour each

morning, during the remaining sessions of the Assembly.
The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported supplies for the various

pulpits in the city and vicinity on the ensuing Sabbath.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, May 17th, 9 o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The further calling of the Roll was dispensed with.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The following additional Commissioners were reported, and their names
were added to the Roll

:
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Montg'ry M. Wakeman, Minister, of tlie Presbytery of Onondaga.
Laurentine Hamilton, " " " San Jose.

John H. Catlin, Elder, " " Schuyler.

Jeremiah W. Selby, " " " Minnesota.

The annual report of the Board of Trustees of the Church Erection Fund
was read, accepted, and referred to the Committee on Chui-ch Extension.

The second order of the day, the annual report of the Trustees of the

Presbyterian House, was postponed for the present.

The annual report of the Presbyterian Committee on Home Missions, was
read, accepted, and referred to the Committee on Church Extension.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises made a further report on supplies

for the pulpits of the city and vicinity, on the Sabbath.

A communication was received from the board of trustees and the teachers

of the Western Female Seminary, at Oxford, inviting the Assembly to visit

that institution on Wednesday next, and participate in the exercises connected
with the dedication of its new seminary edifice. The invitation was accepted,

with thanks.

Adjourned until Monday at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May l^tli, 9 o clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

A communication was received from the managers of the Cincinnati Orphan
Asylum, inviting the members of the Assembly to visit the institution at

their convenience. [14]
The report of the Foreign IMission Committee was postponed, and made

the order of the day for to-morrow, at 10 o'clock A. M.
The Committee to audit the report of the Treasurer of the General Assem-

bly reported, that they had examined the report, with the vouchers, and
found it to be correct ; and they recommended that it be approved and
printed in the Appendix to the Minutes. Their report was accepted.

A Committee to nominate Delegate)^ to Corresponding Bodies, was appointed,

consisting of Rev. Messrs. Jonathan B. Hubbard, Samuel W. Crittenden, and

Andrew Luce.

A Committee was appointed to nominate a jireache?- on Home Missions, for

the next Assembly, consisting of Rev. Messrs. Henry N. Millerd, Raymond
H. Leonard, and Norman Kellogg.

The subject of recommending the first Monday of January as a day of

prayer for the Conversion of the World, as also other special seasons, to pray

for particular objects, was referred to a Committee consisting of Rev. Messrs.

Beriah B. Hotchkin, Baruch B. Beckwith, and William H. Smith.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported, recommending that the

sermon on Home Missions be preached this evening, at 8 o'clock. The report

was adopted.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 19th, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Rev. Nathaniel D. Graves, the Delegate from the Presbyterian and

Congregational Convention of Wisconsin, addressed the Assembly, and the

Moderator responded.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported Overture No. 1, being
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a request of tlie Synod of Missouri, for the appointment of a time and place

for their next meeting ; as, in consequence of the distracted state of the

country, they failed to secure a meeting last year, and they recommended,
that the Synod of Missouri meet at Olathe, Kansas, on the second Thursday
of October, 1862, at 7 J o'clock P. M., to be opened with a sermon by the

last Moderator, or, in case of his absence, by tlje oldest minister present.

The recommendation was adopted.

Also, Overture No. 2, being a request from the Synods of Indiana and
Wabash, for the transfer of the church of Rockville to the Presbytery of

Crawfordsville, and of the church of Bainbridge to the Presbytery of Green
Castle. As the church of Bainbridge has signified, by memorial to the

Assembly, their desire for the transfer, and as nothing has been heard from
the church of Rockville, the Committee recommended, that the request be
granted, on condition that the church of Rockville consent to [15] the trans-

fer, and give information of the fact to the Synod of Indiana, at their next
annual meeting. The recommendation was adopted.

Rev. Charles P. Bush, one of the secretaries of the American Tract Soci-

ety, of Boston, on the recommendation of the Committee on Devotional

Exercises, was heard in behalf of that Society.

A series of resolutions on the State of the Country was presented, and
referred to the Special Committee having that subject in charge.

The reports of the Committees on Synodical Records were made the order

of the day for Thursday next, at 10 o'clock A. M.
The report of the Committee on the State of the Country was made the

second order of the day for Thursday morning.

Rev. Augustus W. Cowles, D. D., the president of the Elmira Female
College, was heard, in reference to that institution.

Adjourned until 8 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 19th, 8 o'cIocJc P. M.
The Assembly met pursuant to adjournment, when the Rev. Asa D. Smith,

D. D., by appointment of the last General Assembly, preached a sermon on
the subject of Home Missions.

At the close of the religious services, adjourned until to-morrow at 9

o'clock A. M.

Tuesday, May 20th, 9 o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

Rev. Benjamin Graves, the Delegate of the last Assembly to the General

Conference of Maine, presented his report ; which was accepted, and ordered

to be printed in the Appendix to the Minutes.

A communication was received from the Rev. George Leon Walker, the

Delegate from the General Conference of Maine.

Also, a communication from the Rev. Clark E. Ferrin, the Delegate from

the General Convention of Vermont.
The annual report of the Foreign Mission Committee was read, accepted,

and referred to the Standing Committee on Foreign Missions.

A memorial from the Presbytery of Detroit, on the subject of Foreign

Missions, was received, and referred to the same Committee.

The Committee, appointed by the last General Assembly, on the [16] sub-

ject of Systematic Benevolence, presented their report, which was accepted;
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and, after discussion, was referred to a Committee, consisting of Rev. Charles

N. Mattoon, 1). D., llev. Smith H. Hyde, and Rev. Louis Mills.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday, May 20th, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Committee to nominate a preacher on Home Missions reported, recom-
mending the Rev. Zcphaniah M. Humphrey, of the Presbytery of Chicago,

as principal, and Rev. George C. Curtis, of the Presbytery of Chemung, as

alternate
;
and their report was adopted.

The Committet*, to whom was referred the subject of the Annual Concerts

of Prayer, made a report, which, having been amended, was adopted, and is

as follows :

They recommend the continued observance of all the seasons of special

prayer, which have hitherto received the recommendation of the General

Assembly. They regard the leadings of the Holy Spirit as having, within

the last few years, tended eminently in that direction. They see this, in the

spontaneousness of the movement of many branches of the Christian Church
toward such meetings, as one great means of spiritual progress ; in the

remarkable effect which they have had. as a safe bond of union among all

who hold to the one Spirit and the one Head, thus combining the power of

prayer upon the main objects which lie upon the hearts of the whole sacra-

mental host; and in the wondrous spiritual effusions, which have manifestly

proceeded from them. They believe that, by promptly falling in with these

spontaneous movements of the Christian world, our Church will find itself

following the pillar of cloud and of fire, in which God is leading his Church
through the wilderness.

With this view, the Committee propose, that it be recommended to our

churches, that another week of prayer be observed during the coming
ecclesiastical year ; but that the time be so changed as to correspond with

that recommended first by the Lodiana Mission—the first entire week in

January.

The Committee also recommend that, according to long-established custom,

the first Monday in January be observed as a day of fasting and prayer,

with reference to the Conversion of the World ; and that the last Thursday

in February be devoted, in like manner, to the spiritual interests of students

in our Colleges and other Seminaries of learning. [!''']

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported Overture No. 1, on the

subject of SniuJay-schooh, and recommended that it be referred to a Special

Committee of three, to report what action should be taken in regard to Sun-

day-schools by the Assembly. The report was adopted, and Rev. David

Torrey, Rev. Thomas A. Weed, and Mr. Abraham J. Westervelt were

appointed to this service.

Resolved, That the necessary traveling expenses of the Moderator who
preaches the opening sermon of the General Assembly, and of the ministers

who are appointed by the next previous Assembly to preach on Missions

and Publication, if not Commissioners, be defrayed out of the Mileage

Fund, according to the rates allowed to the Commissioners of the Assembly.

Resolved, That we have heard with interest the statements made by the

Rev. Charles P. Bush, in behalf of the American Tract Society of Boston,

with special reference to the large amount of work accomplished by that

Society, in furnishing religious reading to our soldiers ; and that we cheer-

fully commend this work to the consideration of the churches, as most

important and timely, not only in its influences upon the brave troops
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exposed to peril and death, but also, through them, upon the welfare and
perpetuity of our beloved country.

The Standing Committee on Church Extension, to whom were referred the

annual reports of the Trustees of the Church Erection Fund and of the

Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions, presented a report, which was
accepted

;
and so much of the report as refers to Church Erection was

taken up for consideration. Pending the discussion the hour of adjourn-

ment arrived.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported in part, recommending
that the Lord's Supper be celebrated on Thursday, at 3 o'clock P. M., agree-

ably to the following order : The Moderator to preside ; Rev. Nathan S. S.

Beman, D. D., LL.D., to administer the Bread, and Rev. James B. Shaw,
D. D., to administer the Cup ; and that Elders Hon. Israel S. Spencer, Ira

Hamilton, M. D., James H. Hotchkin, Richard L. Seely, John C. Clark, and
George W. Seward distribute the Bread ; and Elders Samuel M. Blatchford,

Jeremiah W. Selby, Samuel H. Rogers, Hon. Henry S. Walbridge, Hon.
William H. Brown, and Ebenezer Cheney distribute the Cup. The report

was adopted.

The order of the day for Thursday morning, viz., reports on Synodical

Records, was reconsidered, and was made the first order of the day for

Friday next ; and so much of the report of the Standing Committee on

Church Extension as refei's to Home Missions was made the first order of

the day for Thursday next.

Adjourned to meet to-morrow at 8 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [18]

Wednesday, May 2,1st, 8 o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the preceding session were read and approved.

The unfinished business, viz., so much of the report of the Standing

Committee on Church Extension as refers to the report of the Trustees

of the Church Erection Fund, was taken vip, adopted, and is as follows

:

The Committee on Church Extension, to whom were referred the annual

reports of the Trustees of the Church Erection Fund and of the Presbyterian

Committee of Home Missions, would report, that they cannot speak in too

high praise of the wisdom, fidelity, and economy, with which those great

trusts have been managed ; and these services are the more praiseworthy,

because gratuitously rendered.

In relation to the Church Erection Fund, the Committee have only to

recommend, that the Assembly enjoin upon the Synodical Committees,—to

whom the Trustees of the Fund must necessarily look for information, in

relation to the propriety of making a grant in any case,—the great import-

ance of gaining full and accurate information concerning the condition and

prospects of each church that seeks, through them, aid from the Fund, es-

pecially should those Committees be satisfied, that there is a reasonable pros-

pect of permanence and growth in each case, and that, if aided from the

Fund, they will have a house of worship, and be free from all debt except

that which may be due to the Fund. There is little of benevolence in

aiding a church, whose existence is doubtful, or where there is little pros-

pect of growth, or of its ever becoming a self-suppoi'ting church.

A request was presented to your Com^mittee by the Rev. Laurentine Hamil-

ton, the Commissioner from California, that a much larger am.ount should

be granted to churches in that section of our country, than the Assembly's

plan at present allows.
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The Committee have considered this request, and, while they sympathize

with the infant churches in that distant part of our land, they do not feel

that it' would be wise to alter the plan of the Fund in order to meet these

particular cases. They feel that it will be far better, to meet these cases by
special application to individuals and churches, than to make a change that

would open the door to other alterations, which would disturb the con-

fidejice of men in the permanence of this noble charity of the Church.

The Committee would also recommend, that the Assembly appoint a

Special Committee of five, to report to the next Assembly some plan to

meet those exceptional cases, which are not provided for by the plan of the

Church Erection Fund.

The term of office of the following persons expires this year, viz. : Samuel

T. Spear, Edwin F. Hatfield, and Stephen H. Thayer. The Committee recom-

mend that they be re-elected.

The rule fixing the hour for commencing the morning sessions [1*J] was

reconsidered, 'and the Assembly agreed to meet at half-past eight o'clock

A. M. during the remaining sessions.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 8i o'clock A.M.
Concluded with prayer.

Thursday, May 22fZ, S-i o clock A. 31.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Rev. AV^illiam H. Harrison, D. I)., the Delegate from the General

Synod of the P^vangelical Lutheran Church, was introduced to the Assem-

bly, and his name placed on the Roll.

The Committee to nominate Delegates to Foreign Bodies made a report,

which was adopted, and is as follows:

1. To the General Assembly of the Cmnherland Presbyterian Chirch—Rev.

Francis S. McCabe, of the Presbytery of Logan.sport, principal ; and Rev.

Charles H. Foote, of the Presbytery of Alton, alternate.

2. To the General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterkm Church in North

America—Rev. William Sterling, of the Presbytery of Harrisburgh, princi-

pal ; Rev. William C. Clark, of the Presbytery of Trumbull, alternate.

3. To the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United

States—Rev. Beriah B. Hotchkin, of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, 3d,

principal ; Rev. William Aikman, of the Presbytery of Wilmington, alter-

nate.

4. To the Synod of the German Reformed Church in the United States—
Rev. Joel Parker, D. D., of the Presbytery of New York, 4th, principal ; Rev.

Joseph Vance, of the Presbytery of Erie, alternate.

5. To the General Association of Massaclmsetts—Rev. A. Bordman Lam-

bert, D. D., of the Presbytery of Troy, principal ; Rev. Samuel W. Brace,

of the Presbytery of LTtica, alternate.

6. To the General Association of Connecticut—Rev. James W. McLane,

D. D., of the Presbytery of Brooklyn, principal ; Rev. Dwight M. Seward,

of the Presbytery of New York, 3d, alternate.

7. To the General Association of New Hampshire—Rev. Samuel Loomis,

of the Presbytery of Catskill, principal ; Rev. Stephen Bush, of the Presby-

tery of Albany, alternate.

8. To the General Conference of Maine—Rev. Jonathan B. Condit, D. D.,

of the Presbytery of Cayuga, principal ; Rev. Robert R. Booth, of the Pres-

bytery of New York, 3d, alternate.

9. To the General Convention of Vermont—Rev. Peter Snyder, of the Pres-
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bytery of Watertown, principal ; Rev. Timothy M. Hopkins, of the Presby-
tery of Geneva, alternate. [20]

10. To the Preshytcrian and Congregational Convention of Wisconsin—Rev.
Zephaniali M. Humphrey, of the Presbytery of Chicago, principal ; Rev.
Augustus T. Norton, of the Presbytery of Alton, alternate.

11. To the Union of the Evangelical Churches of France—Rev. Eli N. Saw-
tell, J). D., of the Presbytery of Cleveland.

12. To the Synod of the Free Presbyterian Church in the United States—
Rev. D. Howe Allen, D. D., of the Presbytery of Cincinnati, principal ; Rev.
Shubael G. Spees, of the Presbytery of Dayton, alternate.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported Overture No. 4, on a re-

union of the two branches of the Presbyterian Church, separated by the

action of 1837. The report was accepted, and put on the docket.

The Standing Committee on Publication made a report on the annual
report of the Presbyterian Publication Committee, which was accepted, and
made the second order of the day for Friday.

The order of the day, viz., that part of the report of the Standing Com-
mittee on Church Extension which refers to the annual report of the Pres-

byterian Committee of Home Missions, was taken up ; and, after a full con-

sideration, was adopted, and is as follows :

In relation to Home Missions, the Committee would submit to the Assem-
bly the following resolutions

:

Resolved, 1. That the presentation of the Committee's first annual report

furnishes occasion to consider our duty to the subject of Home Missions, and
inquire, if it does not become all the contributors to the work greatly to

enlarge their donations to that cause. The salvation of our country is the

highest duty of our Church—a duty the more imperative, because so nearly

related to the salvation of the world.

2. That without attempting to pledge the churches, as to the amount which
they shall contribute, we would encourage the Committee to go on, and com-
mission missionaries, not only to the number of two hundred and twenty-five,

but if necessary, to supply churches actually existing, three hundred ; and
we will use our best endeavors, as pastors and elders, to secure for the use

of the Committee, if need be, $75,000 ; for we have undertaken this work
in the name of our Master, and dare not let it fail on our hands.

The appeals that come to us from the nearer sections of our country,

especially from the State of California, and from the Territories of Nevada,
Colorado, and Nebraska, are such, that if we do not send laborers there to

gather the whitening harvest, many souls will perish through our neglect

;

and we recommend to the Committee to send forward, if possible, more min-

isters of Christ to these destitute fields, to strengthen the hands of brethren

already gone before.

Your Committee regard the Exploring Missionary work of the [21] Church,

as brought to their notice by memorials from the Presbyteries of Alton,

Bloomington, and Green Castle, as one of great importance, and demanding
immediate effort. They would call the attention of the Permanent Commit-
tee to the subject, that they may send exploring missionai'ies into our sparse

settlements and new territories, as fast as the funds placed at their disposal

will permit, and men suitable for the M'ork can be obtained.

Your Committee also suggest to the Assembly, that they enjoin the Pres-

byterial Committees, not to recommend the renewal of the commissions of

any mis.sionary, until they have been over the field of his labors, carefully

investigated his operations, and satisfied themselves of his acceptableness and
prospective usefulness.

11
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The term of office of the following persons expires this year, namely, Rev.
George L. Prentiss, D. D., Rev. Thomas H. Hastings, Rev. Benjamin J. Wal-
lace, D. D.J and Messrs. Matthew W. Baldwin and J. Milton Smith. The
Committee recommend that Rev. George L. Prentiss, D. D., Rev. Thomas H.
Hastings, Rev. Beriah B. Hotchkin, and Messrs. Matthew W. Baldwin and
J. Milton Smith be elected members of the Presbyterian Committee of Home
Missions to serve for three years ; and that the plan of Home Missions,

adopted by the Assembly of 1<SG1, be so amended that the General and
Associate Secretaries be, ex officio, corresponding members of the Committee.
The Committee would further recommend that, instead of a Standing ^

Committee on Church P^xtension, each Assembly should hereafter appoint

two Standing Committees, to be called the Committee on Church Erection,

and the Committee on Home Missions.

The second order of the day, viz., the report of the Special Committee on
the State of the Country, was deferred, and made the order of the day for

this afternoon, immediately after the celebration of the Lord's Supper.

The Standing Committee on Education reported on that part of the annual
report of the Permanent Committee on Education for the Ministry, which
refers to the training of young men for the ministry of the Gospel. The
report was accepted, and made the third order of the day for Friday.

The Committee on Mileage made the following report

:

The Committee on Mileage would respectfully report

:

That fifty Presbyteries have paid in full the amount of assessment, five

cents for each communicant in their respective bounds. The Presbyteries

thus honoring themselves and this Assembly are Catskill, St. Lawrence,
Pennsylvania, Cayuga, Ontario, Rochester, Hudson, North River, Long
Island, New York, Third, New York, Fourth, Brooklyn, Newark, Wilming-
ton, Philadelphia, Third, Harrisburgh, Erie, Pittsburgh, Marshall, Saginaw,

Grand River Valley, Lake Superior, Huron, Cincinnati, Hamilton, Salem,

Madison, Indianapolis, Green Castle, Crawfordsville, Fort Wayne, Illi-[22]

nois, Schuyler, Wabash, Knox, Galena, Belvidere, Bloomington, Fox River,

Columbus, Des Moines, Iowa City, Dubuque, Dakota, Minnesota, Winona,

St. Louis, Northern Missouri, Kansas, and San Jose.

That ten Presbyteries have paid in full to the Contingent Fund of the

Assembly, at the rate of sixty cents for each minister, and have paid a por-

tion of the mileage assessment in addition, viz.

:

Onondaga, Buffalo, Niagara, Philadelphia, Fourth, Trumbull, Maumee,
Scioto, Dayton, Logansport, and Chicago.

That eighteen Presbyteries have paid their quota of sixty cents each min-

ister to the Contingent Fund, viz.

:

Albany, Watertown, Geneva, Chemung, Lyons. Tioga, Chenango, Genesee

Valley, Rockaway, Meadville, Detroit, Washtenaw, Cold Water, Grand

River, Athens, Alton, Milwaukee.

That six have contributed to the Contingent Fund in part, viz. :

Champlain, Troy. Bath, Portage, Elyria, and Pataskala.

That twenty-one Presbyteries are delinquent, and have contributed nothing

toward the expenses of the General Assembly, viz.

:

Columbia, Oswego, Utica, Ithaca, Cortland, Otsego, Delaware, Genesee,

Montrose, District of Columbia, Monroe, Kalamazoo, Cleveland. Franklin, St.

Joseph, Ottawa, Keokuk. Iowa Valley, Chariton, San Francisco, Sierra Nevada.

That the amount received by the Mileage Committee, from the

various Presbyteries, is $3277.26

The amount of bills presented, audited, and allowed, for mile-

age and expenses, is 2827.40
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That, owing to a deficiency of some $300 in the appropriation to the Con-
tingent Fund last year, the sum of SHOO is needed for that Fund, to meet
that deficienc3\ and to defray the expenses of the present Assembly

; which,
deducted from the amount received, leaves a balance of $2120.55 toward the
payment of the mileage bills, a sum that will pay seventy-five cents on a

dollar of the amount of said bills.

Your Committee would, therefore, recommend that seventy-five per cent,

of the bills for mileage and necessary expenses of the Commissioners to this

Assembly, as audited by the Committee, be paid to them
; and that the

balance be paid to the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, to be applied

to the Contingent Fund.
Your Committee would also recommend that the same rate, five cents j)^''

capita for each communicant, be assessed on the Presbyteries, for the neces-

sary expenses of the Commissioners, and for the contingent expenses of the

next General Assembly.
The report was adopted ; and the Committee were instructed to pay the

bills of the Commissioners, according to the proposed ratio.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [23]

Thursday, May 22d, 3 o'clock P. 31.

The Assembly met, agreeably to previous arrangement, for the celebration

of the Lord's Supper ; and in union with a number of Christians, who
accepted the invitation to participate with them, united in the celebration of

the ordinance.

After which, the Special Committee on the State of the Country presented

their report, which was adopted, and is as follows :

The Special Committee on the State of the Country submit the following

preamble and resolutions :

Whereas, This General Assembly is called, in the providence of God, to

hold its deliberations at a time when a wicked and fearful rebellion is

threatening to destroy the fair fabric of our Government, to lay waste our

beloved country, and to blight and ruin, so far as the present life is concerned,

all that is most dear to us as Christians ;
and

Whei'eas, As a branch of the Christian Church, Presbyterians have ever

been found loyal and the friends of good order, believing as they do, that

civil government is " ordained of God," that " the magistrate is the minister

of God for good," that " he beareth not the sword in vain," and they are

therefore " subject " to this ordinance of God, " not only for wrath," or under
the influence of fear, '' but also for conscience' sake," or under the influence

of moral and Christian principle ; and
Whereas, The particular Church whose representatives we are, and in

whose behalf we are now and here called to act, have inscribed upon our

banner— •' The Constitutional Presbyterian Church "—having never favored

secession, or nullification, either in Church or State, deem it quite becom-
ing and proper in us to express ourselves, with great Christian sincerity

and frankness, on those matters which now agitate our country. Tliere-

fore,

Resolved. 1. That we deem the Government of these United States the

most benign that has ever blessed our imperfect world ; and, should it be

destroyed after its brief career of good, another such, in the ordinary course

of human events, can hardly be anticipated for a long time to come;

and for these reasons we revere and love it, as one of the great sources of

hope, under God, for a lost world ; and it is doubly dear to our hearts,
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because it was procured and established by tbe toil and sacrifices and blood

of our fathers.

Resolved, 2. That rebellion against such a Government as ours, and espe-

cially by those who have ever enjoyed their full share of its protection,

honors, and rich blessings of every name, can have no excuse or palliation,

and can be inspired by no other motives than those of ambition and avarice,

and can find no parallel, except in the first two great rebellions—that which
assailed the throne of heaven directly, and that which peopled our world

with miserable apostates. [24]
Rcmlved, 8. That whatever diversity of sentiment may exist among us,

respecting international wars, or an appeal to the sword, for the settlement

of points of honor or interest between independent nations, we are all of one

mind on the subject of rebellion, and especially against the best government
which God has yet given to the world ; that our vast army now in the field

is to be looked upon as one great police force, organized to carry into efl'ect

the Constitution and laws which the insurgents, in common with other citi-

zens, have ordained by their own voluntary acts, and which they are bound
by honor and oath and conscience to respect and obey ; so that the strictest

advocates of peace may bear an active part in this deadly struggle for the

life of the Government.
Resolved, 4. That while we have been utterly shocked at the deep depravity

of the men who have planned and matured this rebellion, and who are now
clad in arms, manifested in words and deeds, there is another class found in

the loyal States, who have excited a still deeper loathing—some in Congress,

some high in civil life, and some in the ordinary walks of business, who
never utter a manly thought or opinion in favor of the Government, but

they follow it, by way of comment, with two or three smooth apologies for

Southern insurrectionists
;
presenting the diff"erence between an open and

avowed enemy in the field, and a secret and insidious foe in the bosom of

our own family.

Resolved, 5. That, in our opinion, this whole insurrectionary movement

can be traced to one primordial root, and to one only—African Slavery, and

the love of it. and a determination to make it perpetual ; and, while we look

upon this war as having one grand end in view—the restoration of the Union

by crushing out the last living and manifested fibre of rebellion—we hold

that everything—the institution of Slavery, if need be—must be made to

bend to this one great purpose : and, while, under the influence of humanity

and Christian benevolence, we may commiserate the condition of the ruined

rebels, once in fraternity with ourselves, but now—should the case occur

—

despoiled of all that makes the world dear to them, we must be at the same

time constrained to feel, that the retribution has been self-inflicted, and must

add, " Fiat justitia, mat ccelwmy

Resolved, G. That we have great confidence in Abraham Lincoln, Presi-

dent of the United States, and" in his Cabinet; and in the commanders of

our armies and our navy, and the valiant men of this Republic, prosecuting

a holy warfare under their banners ;
and, while we bless God that he has

stood bv them, and cheered them on in what we trust will ever stand as the

darkest days of our country's humiliation, and crowned them with many

signal victories, and knowing that ultimate success is with God alone, we

will ever pray, that the last sad note of anarchy and misrule may soon die

away, and the old flag of our country, radiant with stripes and brilliant

with stars, may again wave over a great, and undivided, and happy

people.

Resolved, 7. That we here, in deep humiliation for our sins and [25] the
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sins of the nation, and in heartfelt devotion, lay ourselves, with all that we
are and have, on the altar of (lod and our country ; and we hesitate not

to pledge the churches and Christian people under our care, as ready to

join with us in the same fervent sympathies and united prayers, that our
rulers in the Cabinet and our commanders in the field and on the waters,

and the brave men under their leadership, may take courage under the assur-

ance, that " The Presbyterian Church in the United States of America

"

are with them, in heart and hand, in life and eifort, in this fearful existing

conflict.

Resolced, finally. That a copy of these resolutions, signed by the ofiicers

of the General Assembly, be forwarded to His Excellency, Abraham Lincoln,

President of the United States, accompanied by the following respectful

letter :

To THE President, op the United States :

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, holding its annual
sessions in the city of Cincinnati, Ohio, in transmitting the accompanying
resolutions, beg leave most respectfully to express to your Excellency, in a
more personal manner, the sentiments of our Church, in reference to youi*-

self and the great issues with which you are called to deal.

It is with no desire to bring a tribute of flattery, when we assure you,
honored sir, of the affection and the confidence of our Church. Since the

day of your inauguration, the thousands of our membership have followed

you with unceasing prayer, besieging the throne of Heaven in your behalf.

In our great church courts, in our lesser judicatories, in our weekly assem-
blages in the house of God, at our ftimily altars, in the inner place of prayer,

you have been the burden of our hourly petitioning.

When we look at the history of your administration hitherto, and at the

wonderful way in which this people have been led under your guidance, we
glorify God in you. We give praise, not to man, but to God. In your firm-

ness, your integrity, challenging the admiration of even our enemies, your
moderation, your wisdom, the timeliness of your acts exhibited at critical

junctures, your paternal words, so eminently fitting the chosen head of a

great people, we recognize the hand and the power of God ; we devoutly and
humbly accept it as from Him, an answer to the innumerable prayers which
have gone up from our hearts.

We desire, as a Church, to express to you our reverence, our love, our deep
sympathy with you in the greatness of your trust, and in the depth of your
personal bereavements ; and to pledge you as in the past, so in all the

future, our perpetual remembrance of you before God, and all the support

that loyal hearts can ofi'er.

We have given our sons to the army and navy ; some of our ministers

and many of our church-members have died in hospital and field ; we are

glad that we gave tliem, and we exult in that they were true even to

death. We gladly pledge as many more as the cause of our country may
demand. [2^1
We believe that there is but one path before this people : this gigantic and

inexpressibly wicked rebellion must be destroyed ; the interests of humanity,
the cause of God and his Church, demand it at our hands. IMay God give to

you his great support, preserve you, impart to you more than human wisdom,
and permit you ere long to rejoice in the deliverance of our beloved country

in its peace and unity.

Immediately upon the adoption of this report, the Assembly united in
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fervent prayer for the country, the President, and all the officers of the

Government, and for the success of our arms in suppressing the rebellion and
restoring the blessings of peace.

The following preamble and resolutions were adopted

:

In view of the great demand that is laid upon the practical beneficence of

the country, in behalf especially of the sick and wounded soldiers of our

army, by the present rebellion, it is thought to be not inappropriate, nay,

peculiarly in keeping with the spirit and example of the great Head of the

Church, that such action should be taken by this Assembly, as shall awaken
an increased interest in this good cause throughout all the churches and
communities which we represent.

Much, doubtless, has been done for the soldier in every loyal portion of

the country ; but facts, here brought immediately before our eyes, show, that

those sections farther removed from the seats of war do not yet appreciate

the importance and the vastness of this work, as it is felt and nobly borne by
this and other cities of the West. And yet even here, where the terrible

fruits of Fort Donelson and Pittsburgh Landing have been so abundantly

seen, it is believed that only a mere beginning has been made, in comparison

with the sanitary relief that will be demanded during the months to come.

The warm weather of summer is now approaching, and the thousands of

brave men, who will be prostrated by sickness, will doubtless lay a claim

upon the sympathy and effort of the churches and the country, such as we
have never known before.

In consideration of these facts, and the whole subject before us.

Be it resolved by this Assembly, 1. That the present struggle for the

preservation of our common country is one in which it is the privilege, as

well as the duty, of all patriotic men of whatever section to bear as nearly

as may be an equal part ; and that, especially in the work of caring for the

sick and wounded, the vast degrees of local interest should be extended and

made universal ; and that the efforts which are put forth, at points nearer

the actual scenes of suffering, should be fully emulated by every community
over which the flag of our Union is permitted to float.

2. That no form of beneficence in this eventful time can be more needed,

and more fruitful of sure and perceptible relief, than that which provides

for the health and comfort of the soldiers who crowd our hospitals, and

still more those whom it is impossible to remove from the distant battle-

fields. [27]

3. That the Assembly earnestly recommend to all our Presbyteries and

churches the United States Sanitary Commission, an efficient branch of which

exists in this city, as the very best channel through which to reach the sick

and wounded of the army. It is thoroughly organized, possessed of all

needful facts, and now acting with that system and economy which only an

enlarged experience can secure.

A communication was received from Prof. Davis, director, inviting the

members of the Assembly to visit the Cincinnati Observatory. The invita-

tion was accepted for Saturday evening, and the thanks of the Assembly

returned.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 8J o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 2M, 8 J o clock A. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was spent in devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.
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The Committee on Leave of Absence reported that they had given leave

of absence to the following persons :

Kev. Henry W. Ballantine, of the Presbytery of Salem.
" Mason Noble, " Dist. of Columbia.
" Perry C. Baldwin, " Maumee.
" Thomas S. Johnston, " Philadel., Third.
" Samuel J. White, " Otsego.
" Benjamin M. Goldsmith, " Geneva.
" Charles R. French, " Dubuque.
" Joseph S. Lord, " Milwaukee.

Mr. John L. Ketcham, " Indianapolis.
" Daniel H. Smith, " New York, Third.

Hon. J]dward A. Lambert, " Brooklyn.

Franklin S. Slosson, M. D., <' Cleveland.

Mr. James Patterson, " St. Louis.

Hon. John Niles, " Catskill.

Mr. David H. Taylor, " Saginaw.
" David K. Butts, " Utica.
" Benjamin Jacobson, " Otsego.
" Theophilus Trenchard, " Philadel., Fourth.
" Seth W. Magie, " Newark.
" Erastus Wolcott, " Trumbull.
" Nathaniel S. Bouton, " Chicago.
" J. Culbertson Reynolds, " Logansport.
" Robert Wilson, " Chemung.
" Jeremiah W. Selby, " Minnesota. [28]

The Special Committee, to whom was referred the report of the Com-
mittee, appointed by the last General Assembly, on the subject of Syste-

matic Benevolence, presented a report, which was accepted, and put on the

docket.

The reports of the Committees on the Records of the Synods of Albany,
Geneva, Genesee, Onondaga, Ithaca, New York and New Jersey, West Penn-
sylvania, Western Reserve, Ohio, Cincinnati, Indiana, Illinois, Peoria, and
Pennsylvania, were severally presented, recommending that they be approved
as far as written. The reports were adopted.

The Committee on the Records of the Synod of Wabash reported, recom-
mending that they be approved, with the following exceptions :

1. That the Narrative is not recorded in the Minutes, as our church order

requires. (See New Digest, page 141.)

2. That they are not signed by the Stated Clerk, as our church order

requires. (See New Digest, page 141.)

3. Standing Committees are left standing, instead of being recorded as

discharged.

4. iMembers of Committees are not designated as ministers or as elders.

The report was adopted.

The Committees on the Records of the Synods of Susquehanna, Michigan,

W^isconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, Alta California, and Missouri reported that the

records had not been put into their hands. The reports were respectively

adopted, and the Committees discharged.

The second order of the day, viz., the report of the Standing Com-
mittee on the annual report of the Presbyterian Publication Committee,

was taken up ; and, pending its discussion, the hour of adjournment
arrived.

The Assembly was invited by the Hon. William S. Groesbeck and lady
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to a reception at their house on Saturday evening. The invitation was
accepted, and the thanks of the Assembly returned.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported supplies for various pul-

pits in the city and vicinity for the Sabbath.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 23(7, 3 ocloch P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The unfinished business, viz., the report of the Standing Committee
on the annual report of the Presbyterian Publication Committee, was
taken up, and, after discussion and amendment, was adopted, and is as

follows

:

[29]
The Committee, to whom was referred the tenth annual report of the

Publication Committee, report that they have considered the same. The
present condition of the Publication cause, as presented in that report, is one

which, in the judgment of your Committee, demands the most earnest and

serious attention of the Assembly. Those, to whose management this great

interest is committed, are unwilling to continue in the work, unless some
provision adequate to the importance of the enterprise is made. Nor is it

strange that they should feel thus. The expense is altogether too great for

the profit. A work which has received, during the past year, only a little

over five thousand dollars in contributions from the churches, and fourteen

thousand dollars from sales, and which costs the Assembly over four thou-

sand dollars, may well lead that Committee to pause, and to, speak to the

Assembly as they do in the close of their report. They feel as high-minded

Christian men will always feel under such circumstances.

At this point, therefore, your Committee think, the Assembly should

review the whole subject of this enterprise, in the light which the ten years

of its history have thrown upon it; and this body should state clearly and

distinctly to the churches what its purpose and its policy are in carrying

forward this work, and the reasons which call for its vigorous prosecution.

It is not to be disguised, that there are doubts in the minds of many of our

intelligent people in reference to the necessity or the expediency of the

enterprise as it is at present conducted. The smallness of the contributions

from the churches to this cause shows clearly enough, that there is a

serious difficulty here—one which will continue to be felt, until it is

clearly and adequately met and removed. The churches must first see

the necessity of sustaining the enterpi-ise, before they will gird themselves

for the work.

The question that must be settled is the necessity of such an enterprise

as is now contemplated. The churches saw the importance of this cause as

it was presented to them in the beginning, and were ready and willing to

contribute all that was necessary to effect the end then designed. In 1852,

when this matter was first presented to the churches by the General Assem-

bly, the object, as thus set forth, was the publication of such •' tracts as

would clearly and distinctly exhibit our peculiarities of doctrine, govern-

ment, and missionary policy," and this for the purpose of disabusing the

public mind in relation to our position in reference to these things. It was

not the intention, then, to enter upon the business " of making many books,"

of which ' there is no end." but to accomplish their object through existing

printing establishments. In 1857 this simple and economical purpose was

changed, and the Assembly of that year encouraged the Committee to
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enlarge the basis of their operations, and to publish not only such works as

present the peculiarities of our branch of the Christian Church in doctrine

and practice, but from time to time to publish such " works of an evangelical

character as may be profitable to the Church at large." Hence the departure

from the original plan, and the commencement of a general publication

enterprise. [oU]

Hei'e, in relation to this enlargement, the churches want light ; and they

must have it, ere they can be brought into any hearty and substantial co-

operation in this work. They see and feel the necessity of an enterprise that

has for its object the end originally proposed in this work, viz., the publica-

tion, through existing agencies, of such works as clearly and distinctly ex-

hibit our peculiar views of doctrine, government, and missionary policy, and
they are willing to contribute all that is necessary to effect that object; but

when this plan is changed, and the Assembly establishes a general publica-

tion agency, whose object is not only to put foi'th such works as are above
named, but to furnish an evangelical literature for the Church at large, they

stop, and hesitate, and ask : Why multiply machinery in order to do what is

already done as cheaply by other agencies as it can be done by this ? And
they have reason to feel thus ; for, as long as the Assembly opens its doors

to other publication agencies, and commends them, as this and previous

Assemblies have done, to the confidence and patronage of the churches, is it

strange that they ask : Where is the necessity of their doing what is already

done, and is being done, by others, and with the indorsement of the Assembly
upon it? They say, and they say rightly, that the Assembly must shut its

doors and withhold its indorsement from these irresponsible and outside

agencies, and show the necessity of taking the publication of an evangelical

literature for the Church into its own hands, and of keeping it iinder its own
watchful eye, or abandon the idea of entering the lists with those agencies,

and of looking to the churches for that pecuniary aid which is necessary to

success in such an enterprise. They cannot be induced to sustain a new
agency in doing what is done by other agencies, and especially as long as the

work done by those other agencies has the approval and commendation of

the Assembly. If the Assembly should return to its original plan, it will be

sustained by the churches, and all the means necessary to publish such books

as clearly and distinctly exhibit our peculiarities of doctrine, government,

and missionary policy, can easily be procured. The churches will cheerfully

and fully sustain such an enterprise.

To another point connected with the Publication cause, your Committee
would call the special attention of the Assembly—viz., the Psalmody of the

Church. The General Assembly has ever regarded itself as charged with the

supervision of this subject. It has from time to time given attention to it,

and the eifort has ever been to secure uniformity in this particular. It has

accordingly, after great labor and no little expense, obtained a book of saCred

psalmody, which your Committee believe to be the best collection of the

kind in existence ; and successive Assemblies have given it their most cordial

recommendation to the churches. But, up to the present time, many of the

churches connected with the General Assembly have not introduced it into

their worship. And what is still more, to be regretted, attempts are made,

in one quarter and another, by irresponsible persons, and Avithout the con-[31]

sent and approbation of the General Assembly, to introduce other books of

psalmody, and to exclude the book prepared and recommended by the highest

judicatory of our Church. In the opinion of your Committee, it is of the

very highest importance that the churches, in conformity with the apostolic

injunction, not only all speak the same things, but that they also sing the
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same words. The unity of the body depends in no small degree upon it.

The hallowed associations, that gather around these sacred utterances, have
their influence in working one and the self-same spirit in all parts of the
Church, and in making " increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in

love." If these side issues are countenanced by the Assembly, and these
different systems of psalmody are introduced into the churches, one great
cord of union will be sundered. In some of these books, the distinction

between psalms and hymns is entirely obliterated, and all are set forth as

hymns, and persons are becoming accustomed to the words of a particular

psalm, not as such, but as the words of a particular hymn. There is a sub-
stantial reason for singing the words of the inspired Psalmist as his—reason
for connecting the utterance and the melody as directly as possible with the
inspired record, and for bringing the intellect and heart most fully under its

influence.

The Assembly, moreover, owes it to itself, and to all interested in the cir-

culation of the " Church Psalmist," to discourage the introduction of other

books of this kind into the churches, and ought to do all in its power to

increase the circulation of its own book, to use the most energetic means to

induce the use of the same in all the churches.

Your Committee feel that the Assembly is greatly indebted to the churches
in Philadelphia, and to the gentlemen of the Permanent Committee, for the

time and the means which they have so generously bestowed upon this cause

in thus far sustaining it.

Your Committee, in conclusion, recommend that

Whereas, The Publication Committee have purchased the right, at consid-

erable expense, of printing and issuing the " Church Psalmist," and the

compiler of the book has given his right to the same to the General Assembly,
on condition that they allow him a moderate copyright for ten years only,

four of which have already expired ; and
Whereas, These measures were adopted for the double purpose of furnish-

ing our churches with a more perfect collection of psalms and hymns than is

elsewhere to be found in use, and of forming a bond of union among them

;

therefore

—

Resolved, 1. That this General Assembly hereby instruct the several Pi'es-

byteries under their care to institute, at their next stated meetings, an

inquiry on the subject of Psalmody, in order to ascertain what churches use

our own book, and what churches use other books not authorized by any act

of the General Assembly, and not answering to the description stated in our

Digest.

Resolved, 2. That each Presbytery is hereby instructed to call the attention

of the several sessions under its care, to the desirable[32]ness and import-

ance of securing a uniform system of psalmody, by adopting our own book,

and that they take such measures as may be deemed expedient to secure this

object, and thus strengthen the bonds of union among the churches, and

secure a considerable fund to our General Assembly.
Resolved, 3. That the following persons be appointed to fill the vacancies

in the Presbyterian Publication Committee, viz. : Rev. Henry Darling, D. D.,

Rev. Thomas J. Shepherd, Rev. William E. Moore, Rev. Ezra E. Adams, and

Mr. W. E. Tenbrook.

The Committee also recommended the adoption of the following resolu-

tion :

That this Assembly take up and consider the whole subject of the Publi-

cation cause, and settle clearly and definitely its course of action for the

future, and give to the churches the reasons for that course.
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After an extended discussion, this resolution was referred to a Committee^
consisting of Rev. Nathan S. S. Beman, D. D., LL.D., Rev. Asa D. Smith,
D. D., Rev. Hiram H. Kellogg, Rev. Baxter Dickinson, D. D., Mr. George
W. Tew, Hon. William H. Brown, and Mr. William A. Booth ; to consider

and report to the next General Assembly.
The Judicial Committee reported that no business had been put into their

hands, and the Committee was discharged.

The Committee on the Narrative presented their report, which was adopted,
and ordered to be published in the Appendix to the Minutes.
The Committee on Devotional Exercises made an additional report, for the

supply of various pulpits of the city and vicinity, on the ensuing Sabbath.
Adjourned until to-morrow, at 82 o'clock A. M.
Closed with prayer.

Sntnrdmj, May 24:th, 8i o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was spent in devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the preceding session were read and approved.
The Committee on Leave of Absence reported that they had given leave

of absence to the following persons

:

Rev. Dwight M. Seward, of the Presbytery of New York, Third.
" Thomas A. Weed, " " Oswego.
" Samuel Loomis, " " Catskill.

" George P. Folsom, " " Ontario.

Mr. Thomas Wilson, " " Galena.
" Ephraim Cone, " " Ontario. [33]
" Stephen G. Gould, ''

'' Newark.
" Isaac E. Brush, " " Cleveland.
" Caleb R. Adams, " " Rochester.
" John H. Catlin, " '' Schuyler.

Geo. W. Brundage, M.D., " " Geneva.
James S. Skidmore, M. D., " " Long Island.

Hon. Israel S. Spencer, " " Onondaga.
Harry Allen, M. D., " " Rochester.

Mr. Orren Hughett, " ' " Cayuga.
" Richard Edwards, " " Dubuque.

The report was accepted.

Rev. Alfred E. Campbell, D. D., secretary of the American and Foreign
Christian Union, by invitation addressed the Assembly, in regard to the work
in which that Society is engaged.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported Overture No. 3,—a reso-

lution, that the Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions be directed to

consider and adopt some plan, by which vacant churches and unemployed
ministers may be brought to the knowledge of each other, and report by
resolution or otherwi.se

; and they recommended its adoption. The recom-
mendation was adopted.

Also, Overture No. 4, from certain members of the Presbytery of Athens,
asking " whether it is allowable, for a Presbytery and a church under its

charge to dissolve their connection by mutual consent, the church retaining

its organization and standing as an independent body."

The Committee recommended that the following answer be given :

The only proper method of dissolving the relation between a Presbytery
and a church desiring to become an independent body is, for such church to

withdraw, declining the further jurisdiction of the Presbytery ; and the
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Presbytery to make such a record of its withdrawal, as the character of the

action of the withdrawing church requires.

The recommendation was adopted.

Also, Overture No. 5, in regard to the will of the Rev. William Han-

ford ; the Committee recommended the adoption of the following resolu-

tion :

' Resolved, That the Stated Clerk be, and he hereby is, authorized to join

in the execution of the deed, or make a separate one, if more desirable, for

the real estate specifically set forth in the will of the Rev. William Hanford,

in accordance with the request of the executors of said will.

The recommendation was adopted.

Also, Overture No. G, from the Presbytery of Cat.skill, asking whether, in

cases of judicial process by church sessions, the testimony of witnesses

should be engrossed on the book of permanent Record. The Committee

recommended that the following answer be given :

The testimony of witnesses, in all cases of judicial process by church ses-

sions, should be engros.sed on the book of permanent [34] Records. The end

to be secured by such a record is indicated in our Book of Discipline, Chap.

IV., sec. 23, where it is required, that everything which had an influence on

the judgment of the court must be exhibited by the Record. Files are lia-

ble to be separated from the book of permanent Records ; and nothing but

what is contained in the Record may be taken into consideration in reviewing

the proceedings in a superior court.

The recommendation was adopted.

Also, Overture No. 7, from the session of the chixrch of Wabash, Indiana,

on the following questions :

" 1. After the Records of a church session have been examined and

approved by the Presbytery, and those of the Presbytery, in like manner,

approved by the Synod, has either the session or the Presbytery a right or

any authority to change or erase the Record ?

" 2. If not, has the session any legal right to make a second record,

declaring the first erroneous and void?"

The Committee recommended that the following answer be given

:

A Record, once approved by a higher court, cannot be altered or annulled

by a lower one. If there be an erroi' in the Record, the remedy is to be

sought by an application to the highest judicatory that has indorsed such

mistake.

The recommendation was adopted.

Also, Overture No. 8, from Professor Hopkins, of Auburn Theological

Seminary, asking the Assembly " so to interpret Chapter XIV., sections 4

and 5 of the Book of Discipline, as to authorize Presbyteries, either to

require of each candidate for licensure, ' a Latin exegesis on some common

head in divinity,' or, at their discretion, to test his knowledge of the Latin

language by some other similar exercise."

The Committee recommended that no action be taken on the subject by

this Assembly.

The recommendation was adopted.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported Overture No. 3, from

the Presbytery of Indianapolis, as follows :
" Is it contrary to the Constitu-

tion of the Presbyterian Church to elect elders for a definite period ?" And
they recommended that the answer be given, in the language of the General

Assembly of 1852, viz. :
" The most obvious and natural construction of our

Form of Government does not contemplate a rotary eldership ;
and, while

such an organization of a session is not anti-Presbyterial, yet the Assembly
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would discourage the adoption of the principle in our Church, from respect

to the plain meaning of our rule
;
but nothing in this resolution is intended

to disturb the relations of those churches, which have adopted the princi-

ple of a limited period in the service of elders."

The recommendation was adopted.

The following resolution was adopted:

This Assembly have heard with interest the statements, which have been
made by the president of the Elmira Female College, [85] concerning the

founding, chai'acter, success, and prospects of that institution, which is now
intimately related to our Church, by being committed to the care of the

Synod of Geneva. The Assembly with pleasure recognize the liberality of

Mr. Simeon Benjamin, an elder of the First Presbyterian church in Elmira,

who has generously donated the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars for the

endowment of the College ; and, with a full conviction of the great value of

such superior Christian institutions for the education of the daughters of the

Church, and as a means of invaluable influence upon those young women
who have had no religious training at home, they cordially commend this

College to the prayers and beneficence of all friends of a thorough Christian

education.

Resolved^ That the Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions be instructed

to confer with the American Home Missionary Society, and arrange with

them to secure for Presbyterian churches the use of legacies and other funds,

from Presbyterian sources, that from time to time may have, or shall, come
into their treasury.

Mr. Joseph M. Wilson, publisher of the Presbyterian Historical Almanac,
was heard in regard to that publication. And the following Coinmittee was
appointed to bring in a minute on the subject : Rev. James P. AVilson, D. D.,

Rev. Albert H. Corliss, and Rev. Henry Bergen.

The report of the Standing Committee on Education, in relation to the

annual report of the Permanent Committee on Education, was taken from
the docket, adopted, and is as follows :

The Standing Committee on Education beg leave to report as follows

:

It appears from the papers submitted to our examination, that at no time
since the action of the Assembly, constituting the Permanent Committee on
Education, have the prospects of this department of Church action been so

hopeful as at present.

It has required five years of earnest and patient labor to secure the field,

which, until now, has been occupied by local agencies. These several agen-

cies, springing up by the side of collegiate and theological institutions, have
done an important work, in promoting the cause of Education, in periods

when it lacked general sympathy. They have now transferred these respec-

tive fields to the Assembly's Committee, out of regard to the welfare of the

entire Church, and in the expectation that the burden, which has rested so

unequally upon particular sections, will be sustained by the Church as a

body, with means proportionate to the exigencies of the work.

These ends are contemplated in the plan adopted by the last Assembly

;

and, should they fail to be realized, this cause would be retarded at a most
critical period, dishonor cast upon the Church, and every interest, which God
has committed to her trust, imperilled. There is but one way to avoid a

result so deplorable ; and that is, to meet, with united and impartial action,

the responsibilities of the work, thus taken from separate agencies and placed

[36] under our exclusive control. There is where it belongs, in training a

competent ministry to lead on the distinct and blessed mission, given us by
the great Head of the Church, in the evangelization of the world.
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In view of the difficulties which have environed this whole subject in the
past, the results already achieved, as exhibited in the report of the Per-
manent Committee, call for the marked approval and grateful recognition

of the General Assembly.
The finances of the Committee have been managed with scrupulous exact-

ness and strict economy ; and at various times have been supplemented by
generous personal contributions.

We recommend the adoption of the following resolutions by the As-
sembly :

Resolved., 1. That, as the ministry is appointed of Christ, the chief and
indispensable instrumentality in advancing and perpetuating the interests of
His kingdom on the earth, the General Assembly do recognize the solemn
responsibility of the Church, to seek, by prayer and enlai-ged liberality,

such an increase and continued succession of able and faithful ministers, as

shall keep pace with the growth of our country, the advance of material

prosperity, the progress of popular education, and especially the rapidly

widening fields of missionary labor, both at home and abroad.

Resolved, 2. That it should be the purpose of the Church, to render the

Education Fund adequate to the wants of the cause, and that the Assembly
regard the faithful observance of Article V. of the Plan, which recomi'nends

a collection to be taken in each congregation for the same, as essential to its

vigorous and just working over the entire field.

Resolved, 3. That, to secure impartial and united action throughout the

Church, it is necessary that all contributions should be disbursed from the

general treasury, under the Assembly's rules ; and, when in any case addi-

tional provision may be deemed necessary, it should be so made as not to

diminish the general fund.

Resolved, 4. That, as the whole responsibility of selecting and recommend-
ing candidates for pecuniary aid devolves upon the Presbyteries, they be

enjoined to a strict observance of the first of the Assembly's rules, prescrib-

ing the qualifications of such candidates.

Resolved, 5. That the Assembly commend the " Education Manual," pub-
lished under direction of the Permanent Committee, as containing the

information requisite to an intelligent understanding of the Plan in all its

practical workings.

The Committee would nominate the following persons as members of the

Permanent Committee on Education for the Ministry, to serve for three

years from the present time, viz. : Kev. George L. Prentiss, D. D., Rev.
Theodore L. Cuyler, Mr. Walter S. Griffith, Alfred C. Post, M. D., and Mr.

Charles A. Davison ; also Mr. Fisher Howe, to fill a vacancy in the class

whose term of office expires May, 1864. [37]
The same Committee recommended the adoption of the following minute,

in relation to the written reports from the New York Union, the Auburn,
and the Lane Theological Seminaries, which had been referred to their

consideration :

It is with groat satisfaction that the Assembly learns, that these institu-

tions, notwithstanding the disturbed state of the country, have maintained,

to so large a degree, a healthful and prosperous condition. The number of

students, the success of efforts to increase their pecuniary resources, and the

prospect of permanency not only, but of continually increasing influence and

efficiency, are most gratifying items in these reports.

The Assembly would commend anew the Seminaries and higher institu-

tions of learning, which are in sympathetic connection with our Church, to

the prayerful interest and Christian liberality of our congregations ; also to



1862-37, 8.] GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 175

the confidence of our young men desiring a liberal education, and more par-

ticularly such as are looking forward to the Christian ministry.

The recommendation was adopted.

Resolved, That the thanks of the Assembly be tendered to Jesse W. Bene-

dict, Esq., the Treasurer of the Church Erection Fund, and of the Permanent
Committee on Education, for the gratuitous and faithful manner in which he

has discharged the duties of his office.

The Rev. James B. Shaw, D. D., Rev. Jonathan F. Stearns, D. D., Rev.
Charles Robinson, Mr. John H. Sprague, and Hon. Edward A. Lambert,

were appointed to consider as to the propriety of increasing the appropria-

tions, in certain cases, from the Church P]rection Fund, and to report to the

next General Assembly.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Closed with prayer.

SaturdoT/, May 24:th, 3 o'clock P. 31.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

Resolved. That the Permanent Committees be instructed to furnish to the

Assembly, with their annual reports, a printed abstract of the same for the

use of the Assembly.
The Committee appointed to prepare a minute in reference to the Presby-

terinn Historical Almanac, presented the following, which was adopted :

Whereas, The Presbyterian Historical Almanac is an annual remembrancer
of the Church, being a volume of facts, and not of opinions, embracing the

acts and deliverances of each body of [.38] the whole Presbyterian family,

with biographies of our deceased brethren, and historical sketches of Pres-

byterian churches, and is a wide dissemination of such intelligence through-

out the Church ; therefore.

Resolved, That the Preshyterian Historical Almanac, prepared and published

by Joseph M. Wilson of Philadelphia, be cordially recommended to the mem-
bers of the churches under the care of the General Assembly.

Resolved, That the Special Committee appointed by the last General

Assembly, to report on the subject of raising a fund to be applied to the aid

of disabled ministers and their families,—the said Committee, consisting of

Hon. Joseph Allison, and Messrs, Matthew W. Baldwin, Joseph H. Dulles,

and Samuel C. Perkins,—be continued, and instructed to report to the

next Assembly ; and that Rev. J. Glentworth Butler be added to the

Committee.

Resolved, That the Special Committee, appointed by the last General As-

sembly to report on Overture No. 3, presented to the said Assembly through

its Committee of Bills and Overtures, (see p. 472, of Minutes, 1861,)—the

said Committee, consisting of Rev. Samuel H. Cox, D.D., LL.D., Rev. Henry
A. Nelson, D. D., and Rev. J. Parsons Hovey, B. D., be continued, and in-

structed to report to the next Assembly.
The Committee on Leave of Absence beg leave to submit to the General

Assembly, that, whereas it both fulfils the requirements of our excellent

Church polity, and facilitates the business of the Assembly, and also should

be regarded as both a duty and a privilege for elders as well as ministers to

attend its sessions

;

Therefore, be it Resolved, That elders and ministers, who from time to time

may represent the Presbyteries in General Assembly, be earnestly requested

to arrange their business, as far as possible, before leaving home, that they

may remain to the end of its sessions, and thus fulfil their high commissions,



176 MINUTES OF THE [1862-38, 9.

and enjoy the valued privileges as members of tlie highest judicatory of our
Chvirch.

The resolution was adopted.

The report of the Committee on the union of the two branches of the
Presbyterian Church, was taken from the docket, considered, adopted, and is

as follows

:

Resolved, 1. That the temper of these Overtures meets the hearty approval
of the Assembly, entirely accordant, as it is, with that spirit of brotherly
affection toward other denominations, and of co-operation in matters of com-
mon interest, which has marked our whole history.

Resolved, 2. That, while we have ever regretted the divisive acts of 1837,
deeming them at variance alike with the Constitution of our Church and the
Word of God, we have never cherished an unkind or exacting spirit ; as has
been evinced in various ways, particularly in the proposal, made by us some
years since, to gather, with our brethren of the other Assembly, around the

table of our common Lord. [89]
Resolved. 3. That it would give us pleasure to unite, in the closest fellow-

ship, with all persons who can stand with us on the basis of our Confession

of Faith and Book of Discipline ; and who substantially agree with us on
the great moral questions of the day—in the matter, especially, of loyalty

to the Government, and in the views of Slavery set forth, prior to the divis-

ion, in the deliverance of 1818.

Resolved, 4. That, while we bear in remembrance the prayer of our Lord,

that his disciples may be one, and while we can see some special advantages

to be derived from a reunion of the two branches of the Presbyterian Church
;

we do not perceive, that, beyond the preceding declaration of our views, any-

thing remains for us, at the present, but to await humbly and teachably the

movements of Divine Providence.

The report of the Standing Committee on Foreign Missions was taken from
the docket, adopted, and is as follows :

The annual report of the Assembly's Permanent Committee on Foreign

Missions is a document of the greatest interest and importance. As a history

of all our operations, for the past ecclesiastical year, in the great work of

sending the Gospel to the heathen, and saving a lost race—obligation to

which rests on every church organically, and on every individual member

—

it is niost elaborate and complete, and should be carefully read and pondered

by all. It contains suggestions and recommendations, to which the Assem-
bly cannot fail to add the impression and weight of its official sanction.

The Assembly contemplates, with pain, the fact that appears on their

Minutes, that the contributions of the churches to Foreign Missions were

even less last year than the preceding, though the demand has in all points

been greater.

Perhaps this may be partly owing to the disturbances of the times.

Though this may be justly in some measure admitted, yet let it be remem-

bered, that, in the present great struggle for national life, only as we serve

Christ, can we hope to prevail. And in this hour of rebuke and trouble,

and we trust, too, the hour of revived and lasting recognition of Divine

control over national destiny, it surely is no time to fail in generosity towards

Him who is our only help, and in the advance of whose kingdom is our only

hope.

The Assembly see no remedy for this mortifying deficiency, but in a more

general and a deeper remembrance of obligation to Christ, leading to more self-

denying love to Him, and in adopting and carrying out the principle of sys-

tematic benevolence in all our churches and by every member, according to
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a known law, that the amount depends not so much on individual munificence
as on the multitude of givers. The influence of giving is too important and
decided on Christian character and on personal piety to be in the least re-

stricted. Prayer and alms-giving are in Scripture [40] equally indicative

of the truth and genuineness of a Christian profession.

In the judgment of this Assembly, we are, as a Church, entirely behind
our ability and consequent duty on this point ; and the Assembly would
solemnly charge the Presbyteries to seek out and qualify young men, who
will, for the love of Christ, go forth and, if needs be, die on foreign shores

;

and also to enjoin on their churches to see to it, that the support of such
young men of the true martyr spirit shall be made sure.

We are avowedly a missionary Church, and must show it by our deeds.

And the fact is manifest on an inspection of our statistics that, on the lowest
estimate a Christian man can make, the amount, instead of being, as in the
last year, $71,000, may be $250,000. If one-tenth of our communicants
gave only three and one-third cents a day, or one dollar a month, and another
tenth gave one cent a day, and two-tenths gave a half cent a day, and the
remaining six-tenths, and more than half of our whole number of communi-
cants, gave only one cent a week, the result would be $246,000 a year,

instead of the 171,000 contributed this year, and 134 missionaries in the
foreign field, instead of 54.

The Assembly also note with pleasure the fact, that every possible facility

is furnished our missionaries abroad, in carrying out the wishes of the
Assembly in reference to their ecclesiastical relations. This is apparent, from
the statement, that of the twenty-one mission stations where our missionaries

are engaged in their work, there are sixteen, at each one of which there are

numbers sufiicient to form a Presbytery, if the brethren are so disposed and
deem it advisable, while at the one remaining station, circumstances alone

prevent it.

A memorial has been received from the Presbytery of Detroit, addressed
to the Greneral Assembly, desiring them to establish independent missions in

Mexico and in Central and Southern America. This is the third time a
memoi'ial on that subject has been submitted. The Committee have given it

serious and earnest consideration, and recommend that this memorial be
referred to a Special Committee, to consider and report to the next General
Assembly.
The term of office of the following members of the Permanent Committee on

Foreign Missions expires with this Assembly : Rev. George Duffield, D. I)., Ptev.

D.W. Poor, D. D., Rev. J. Parsons Hovey, D. D., Rev. AValter Clarke, D. D.,and
Mr. John A. Brown. The Committee recommend that they be re-appointed.

The Rev. George Dufiield, D. D., Rev. Henry Kendall, D. D., Rev. Joseph
S. Travelli, and Messrs. Horace Hallock, and Ebenezer Cheney, were ap-

pointed a Committee on the Memorial.

The annual report of the Trustees of the Presbyterian House was pre-

sented and approved ; and the Assembly proceeded to fill the vacancies

in the Board. Whereupon the following persons were duly elected to

serve for two years: Rev. Thomas Brain[41]erd, D. D., Rev. Ezra E.

Adams, Mr. John A. Brown, Mr. Matthew W. Baldwin, and Samuel C.

Perkins, E.sq.

The following persons were elected members of the Board of Trustees of
the Church ^]rection Fund, to serve fn- three years: Rev. Samuel T. Spear,

D. D., Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D., and Stephen H. Thayer, Esq.
Resolved, That the Stated Clerk be instructed to address to the several

Presbyteries, previous to January, 1863, a circular, urging them to a full and

12
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faithful compliance with the Assembly's plan for providing the amount
necessary for the Commissioners' and Contingent Funds of the Assembly.

Messrs. Fisher Howe, John H. Sprague, and Joseph F. Joy, were appointed

the Auditing Committee of the Church Erection Fund.

The Committee, to whom was refei'red the report of the Special Committee
of the last Assembly on Systematic Benevolence, presented a report, which
was accepted ; and the report of the Special Committee, having been modi-

fied, was adopted, and is as follows

:

To honor the Lord with our property has been a Christian duty and an act

of Christian worship in all ages and dispensations of the Church. The offer-

ings unto God, in the patriarchal period, were acts of devotion and thanks-

giving, as well as sacrifice. The costly gifts for the building of the temple,

and the temple service, with the rendering of tithes for the support of the

priesthood and the public worship of Grod, systematically bestowed, mark the

happiest period in the history of the Jews, the most prosperous in Church
and State.

In the sayings of our Lord and the writings of the apostles, the import-

ance attached to alms-giving, for the purposes of aiding the poor and extend-

ing the Gospel ; and the frequency and plainness with which it was urged

;

and the prominence given to it as a sacred duty, an act of Christian principle,

an object of deliberation, leave us no room to doubt that, in all the history

of the Church, till the millennium at least, one of the leading evidences of

true godliness is a benevolent disposition, a systematic and wise beneficence

for the sake of God's kingdom.

In the Jewish dispensation, the prophets uttered the bitterest imprecations

on those who, through carelessness or avarice, withheld the appointed tithes

and offerings ; showing that it was the reason why the Lord, on his part, had

withheld both spiritual and material prosperity. If this were so, in a dis-

pensation when the Church was confined to a single nation, how much more

in the Christian dispensation, in which " the field is the world," and the duty

of the Church is to " preach the Gospel to every creature "
! In this dispen-

sation, all religious privileges have been enlarged, and it is to be expected

that all the graces of the Spirit, not excepting the grace of beneficence, will

abound, and develop themselves in proportion to the greatness of the field

of their operations. [-t2]

A disposition to do good is an essential element of true piety ; but how
this benevolence shall manifest itself, what forms our beneficence shall

assume, are questions so difficult to answer, and the spirit of avarice is so

strong, that nothing is more palpable to observation, than that the benef-

icence of the Church does not fairly represent her ability, or, for want of a

proper education, her piety. Great numbers in the Church give nothing

systematically, or intelligently, or deliberately. The most, that is given to

the various causes of benevolence, is given by a few. Systematic benef-

icence, applied to churches, implies the general consent and co-operation of

all, as well as deliberate and certain beneficence on the part of the few, both

of which combined, ought to make the beneficence of the Church correspond

to her duty and her capacity for well-doing.

In order to secure systematic beneficence in the Church, three questions

need to be answered :

I. What objects are worthy of our confidence ; and especially by what rule

shall the order of their importance be determined ?

II. What are the best modes of securing contributions ?

III. How shall we best inspire and develop the spirit of beneficence in the

whole Church ?
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That the objects seeking our sympathy and support have been too

numerous, it might be difficult to determine ; that some of them have
proved unworthy of our confidence, needs no proof. Impostors and enthu-
siasts often delude and overpersuade the benevolent, who find that what
they gave at the solicitations of such men has been thrown away. They
have been cheated, and are afraid of being deceived again ; their generous
impulses are repressed, and the fountains of their benevolence dried up.

But God has clearly indicated a line of beneficence which it is always safe

to follow. The preaching of the Gospel, and the establishment and ordi-

nances of the Christian Church, are divine methods of saving the world.

He has determined, " by the foolishness of preaching, to save them that

believe." And he has made it the duty of the Church to extend its own
institutions, and " to preach the Gospel to every creature." Whatever
secures the extension of the Church and the preaching of the Gospel in its

purity, is, so far forth, always worthy of confidence, and commends itself to

the benevolence of all Christians. The work of missions, at home and
abroad, is almost wholly such a work. The more of preaching, and the less

of everything else there is connected with any enterprise, the more worthy
of confidence it may be esteemed. But, even then, that which brings the

Gospel to bear on the greatest number, is worthy of the greatest confidence.

Organizations, whose object is to preach to the outcast, to the poor, to sailors

or slaves, to the Jews or the Papists, should never stand so high in the

regards of Christian men, as those that preach the Gospel to all men, and
seek, from the largest number, to win to Christ, indiscriminately, the high
and the low, the rich and the poor, the bond and the free. So that, which
promotes the growth of [4:3] the Church, is in like proportion praiseworthy
and commendable.

The Church is ordained of God ; and whatever gives it power, and pro-

motes the edification of his people, is worthy of a generous support. Every
well-directed effort to furnish a competent ministry, to endow the needed
institutions of learning, to build the house of worship, and to furnish a

Christian literature, is entitled to our sympathy. And whatever brings

people into contact with the Church, or has an organic or vital connection

with it, or which is the natural development of the life of the Church, is

entitled to far more confidence than any expenditures, or any zealous

endeavors, that do not acknowledge, honor, magnify, and build up the

Church. Trying every cause by these tests, Christians will seldom mis-

take. Other causes may demand occasional, perhaps considerable, con-

tributions ; but, if Christians will keep continually before them, amidst all

applications for aid, the importance of preaching the Gospel to the greatest

number possible, of extending the Church to the greatest degree possible, it

will aid them greatly in determining the relative importance of the objects

which demand their confidence and support.

IL The best mode of securing contributions is not necessarily that which
secures, in every instance, the largest contributions ; but that which gives

play to the grace of beneficence in the greatest number, and which secures

cheerfulness and intelligent satisfaction in the act of the donors. In the

long run, this method will also secure the largest contributions. The papal

population in this country, or any part of it, is mainly made up of the

poorer classes. But their contributions are very large, because all the people

are expected to give. Their beneficence is thoroughly systematic. Heads of

families and little children, domestics, male and female, have urged upon
their attention whatever causes of benevolence, local or general, their Church
authorities recommend. And the aggregate of their collections is very large.
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The Methodist Episcopal Church is also represented as giving largely,

though the wealth under control of that denomination is much less than in

some others. And, in whatever denomination or Church the effort has been

made to bring the causes of benevolence before all the members of the con-

gregation, the sum total has been surprisingly large. The work of benef-

icence, which is worthy of being kept before the Church year after year, is

worthy of being brought home to the attention of every person connected

with our congregations. Whatever is worthy of being done, is worthy of

being well done. No presentation from the pulpit, on any one Sabbath of

the year, can reach all the people. Let such a presentation be made com-

mending the cause, if need be, to the heart and the judgment, but let it be

followed by a visitation of the entire congregation, to secure their free-will

offerings to the cause. This work may properly be committed to the deacons

of the church. But the elders and private members, male and female, will

cheerfully contribute their assistance. [44]

If it be objected that such a task becomes a burden, and falls by its own
weight, it may be replied, it need not so be. Our Christian and benevolent

labors are too much subdivided, and their number has become a weariness

that the people cannot away with. Many congregations have from nine

to twelve objects of stated benevolence in a year. If they seem burden-

some, if the people have formed the habit of treating them all distrust-

fully, or dismissing them with a mere pittance, let the number be re-

duced.

3. Let there be a specified time, if possible, some given month, for every

cause. Let the cause be eminently worthy. Shut out all that are doubtful

;

frown upon all that are in irresponsible hands. Let the people be instructed

that no application shall be made, through the Church, that the proper authori-

ties in the same do not heartily endorse ; and teach them to reserve their

largest purely religious charities for only such. And they will soon learn

that nothing comes before them which is not worthy to arrest their atten-

tion, excite their Christian sensibilities, and be the recipient of their bounty.

Let them see that nothing comes before them for petty contributions, or to

be thrust aside without a thought ; and every such cause will grow in im-

portance and dignity in their apprehension, and become hallowed in their

hearts.

If then it be impracticable to visit the whole congregation and take their

contributions, let previous notice be given when the collection will be taken

in the house of God ; at that time let the cause be fully indorsed, if it be

worthy, and not be presented if it is not. Let the pews be provided with

cards, on which any who may not be prepared to make their contribution

that day, may write their names, specify the sums that they will give, and

the time when it will be convenient to pay them.

A cause that is not worthy of such notice or care, becomes despicable
;

and any worthy object thus neglected and treated with indifference, cannot

fail to become despicable in the eyes of all the people. Thus to thrust any

high and noble object of Christian benevolence out of the house of God, or

let it come in with no fair recognition, is to offer an insult to God, and wound

the Savior in the house of his friends.

It is not the frequency of collections that makes them burdensome, so

much as it is the multiplicity of objects that are complicated one with an-

other, the subdivisions of those that are essentially one. The people

become perplexed, then disgusted ; they will more readily give twelve

contributions to one cause which they understand and see to be necessary,

than to six causes of which they know but lilile, and see the necessity still less.
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It lias often been suggested, that particular Sabbaths be designated for

simultaneous collections for given causes throughout all the churches in our
connection, that alms-giving and supplication touching that cause may be in

concert. But such a course seems impracticable. The Assembly has recom-

mended, that collections in all the churches be taken up for the cause of Min-

isterial Education, either the Sabbath before or the Sabbath after the Concert

of [45] Prayer for Colleges and other institutions of learning. And yet, in

very many instances, it is found impossible to observe the recommendation.

Let every church, as far as possible, designate for itself given months or

specified Sabbaths in the year, for the leading objects of beneficence
; and

to that extent it becomes systematic, and secures every advantage that we
could obtain by any attempted concert of action throughout the whole

Church.

III. How shall we inspire and develop the spirit of beneficence in the

whole Church ?

This is the great task to be performed. A large number of our churches

do not give anything, either systematically or annually, even to those agen-

cies which bear most directly on the world's conversion. To inspire and
develop the spirit of beneficence, is to inspire inore of the spirit of true god-

liness. Avarice and general worldliness and unbelief, the common enemies

of piety, array themselves against the prevalence of benevolence. Benef-

icence is piety, and it must be promoted as piety is. It will not grow of

itself; it needs careful and wise culture. And it needs to be distinctly

stated that the chief responsibility touching the development of this, as of

any other grace, must rest on the ministers of Christ.

Many Christians seem to think that the demand for pecuniary contribu-

tions is something new, temporary, accidental, and unnecessary. But when
they are made to feel that systematic beneficence is systematic piety, and
that God has deliberately purposed to furnish the opportunity for the full

play and development of every Christian grace, and that their own happi-

ness and usefulness depend upon their growth in grace, they settle down
to the pleasant conviction of the importance and blessedness of doing

good with their money, as well as by prayer and praise and preaching the

Gospel.

The ministers of Christ are very apt to endeavor to awaken the spirit of

benevolence, in the breasts of their hearers, only on the very occasions on

which they call on them for their contributions. This is, as if a general

should never exercise his troops, except in sight of the enemy, or on the

morning of the day of battle. It is, as if the runner should be put in

training only on the morning of the day set apart to run a race. In all

the public prayers and teachings, not only on special occasions and at

monthly concerts of prayer, but on all Sabbaths and at all meetings for

public prayer, the existence and spirit and need of beneficence should be

recognized by the ministers of Christ. Let the necessity for it be taken for

granted, and let its larger development be prayed for continually. Then, when
a collection is taken up, the people are not taken by surprise, and their pre-

vious education and religious attainments will have prepared them to do

their duty.

Pastors should not only teach their people the duty and blessedness of

Christian beneficence, but should seek to make them intelligent as to all the

objects which are most likely to come before them. The denominations

which give most generally and [46] most generously, are those, in which

pastors make their people acquainted with certain causes, which they are

also taught to recognize as a part of their own organization—the develop-
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ment of their church life—as instrumentalities or machinery that belongs
to them, and through which they discharge their duties to a fallen world.

Let them understand where their money goes ; let them understand it

minutely. Let pastors inform, and they can hardly fail to interest the

people. There may be some zeal without knowledge, but zeal with knowl-
edge is more and better.

Before such a people, no pastor need hesitate or dread to present any worthy
cause of benevolence. No stranger, no accredited agent for any organization,

need expect to obtain, from such a people, what their pastor can obtain. To
whose appeals will the rich, who have much to give, or the poor, who have
but little, and wish to have it expended judiciously, respond so freely as to

their spiritual guide, whom they have learned to respect and love ?

Pastors and elders should aim to secure systematic beneficence. Benef-

icence will not become systematic of itself. It must be made systematic.

System implies deiiberation and a plan—fixed times of contribution, and
fixed sums, or at fixed rates. The Apostle said to the Corinthians :

" On
the first day of the week, let every one of you lay by him in store accord-

ing as God hath prospered him." Here was a plan of systematic beneficence.

Here was the call for deliberation, and for the frequent discharge of a

sacred duty ; and here was the rule to measure the amount of their con-

tributions, viz., according as God had prospered them. Was there ever a

better rule, or a better system of beneficence ? Why not adopt it ? Or if, in

the complications of business, such frecjuent estimates are impossible, why
may not the same result be reached in either of the following ways ?

1. Let Christians deliberately determine what portion of their income
they will devote to the Lord. Let them fix a rate and solemnly abide by it.

Let it be a fixed rate for a given year, or for life : or let it be a given rate,

till their property shall amount to a certain sum, and then some higher

rate ; or

2. Let them solemnly resolve, that, if the Lord shall prosper them to the

attainment of a certain amount, all their income in the future shall be

solemnly devoted to the service of the Lord. After such vows, in some
instances, men have met with great prosperity, and been able to do very

much for the cause of Christ.

Let pastors, if possible, secure eminent examples of beneficence in their

congregations. Some congregations give very much more than others of

equal ability. And it is because the former have been favored with leading

men of great liberality. Men are influenced by example. If they see one

of their brethren, whose ability to give they know to be no greater than

their own, actually giving far more than they thought to do, they see

another man's estimate of their own ability. And, when men have once

been induced to give liberalh', and see that they are none the poorer for it,

they can the more readily be induced to repeat the experiment. [47] And
by this process, at length, a whole congregation can be brought to greatly

increased liberality.

Let the pastor, therefore, select from his congregation those most likely

to respond to his appeals, especially among his young men, and. by personal

private conversation, endeavor to secure the habit of liberal beneficence.

If the disposition to give be a Christian grace—a gift of the Spirit—why
should it not be an object of culture by private pastoral labor, as well as

any other Christian grace ?

Are not pastors accustomed to seek out, and call out, all those in the con-

gregation whom they think capable of engaging in public, social prayer to

the edification of the whole church? Is not a church eminent for giving as
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praiseworthy as one eminent for prayer? If the spirit of beneficence, like

the spirit of prayer, be both a gift from God and a gift attained by culture

and pastoral care, why may not the faithful pastor have a benevolent as well

as a prayerful church? And, as the Church has multiplied ten-fold, in the

last fifty years, her members capable of profitable public prayer,—and to

a great extent through the labors of the ministry,—why may not the

beneficence of the Church be multiplied ten-fold the next fifty years in

like manner?
Finally, the best way to do anything, is to do it ! No plan will work

itself. But, if the Church has the sftirit of any undertaking, it will find

some mode of manifestation. There is no mode that is of any value unless

it be pervaded by the right spirit. Let the Church set about the work of

beneficence with earnestness and the zeal which the wants of the Church
demand, and the modes will soon be devised.

Your Committee recommend the adoption of the following resolutions :

Resolved^ 1. That it is a matter of great significance and hearty con-

gratulation, that the objects of the first and of growing importance in

our Church are such as are most wortiiy of our confidence, because
they are calculated to give the Gospel to the greatest number of our
fellow-men.

Resolved, 2. That different periods of the world have demanded of the

Church the special exercise of difi'erent gifts ; but that, at no former
period, has the Church been so well fitted to the full exercise of the

grace of Christian beneficence as now, or the world so likely to be profited

thereby.

Resolved, 3. That it be recommended to all our pastors to make their

congregations acquainted with the scriptural doctrine of Christian benef-

icence, and faithfully to urge its systematic observance on all their people.

Resolved, 4. That it is the duty of the ofiicers of the church to furnish

the opportunity to all the members of the congregation, to aid in spreading

the Gospel throughout our country and the whole world.

Resolved, 5. That it is the duty of the officers of the church to [48]
determine how many causes of benevolence shall annually come before the

congregation, and fix the times for their presentation, and abide by their own
order without any aid in the application from abroad.

Resolved, (3. That at the present time the American Board of Commis-
sioners for Foreign Missions, the Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions,

and the Committees on Education for the Ministry and of Publication be

commended as leading objects for Christian beneficence in our Church.

The Publication Committee were instructed to prepare an abstract of the

above report, and publish it for general circulation among our churches.

The Committee, to whom was referred Overture No 1, on Sunday-schools,

presented a report, which was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Committee to whom was referred Overture No. 1, concerning the rela-

tions of the General Assembly to Sunday-schools, and the religious education

of children, beg leave to report

:

That they deem the subject of this Overture to be one of primary import-

ance, and its suggestions worthy of the Assembly's deliberate consideration.

While our church is taking hold, with new zeal, and by new methods, of

other great and vital enterprises of Christian activity, she must not fail to

give particular and effectual attention to the religious instruction and nurture

of those, upon whom the sustaining and conducting of all these enterprises

must, in a few years, devolve.

This work is not neglected in our churches. Its importance is scarcely
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anywhere lost sight of. The Sunday-school enterprise is largely developed
and vigorously prosecuted ; and the vigor and efficiency of this mighty in-

strumentality for good are rather waxing than waning at the present day.

It is not, therefore, any new enterprise that the Assembly is called upon
to inaugurate, or any new and expensive machinery to create and put in

operation ; but it is called vipon to connect itself moi'e closely and manifestly

with, and give wise direction to, the powerful instrumentalities which are

already at work, and which are presenting themselves as willing ofl'erings to

the Church's supervision and use.

Any plan for accomplishing this object could be but crudely prepared, and
very imperfectly considered, during the sessions of this Assembly ; and your
Committee, therefore, recommend, that a Special Committee of five persons

be appointed to prepare such a plan, and report it to the next General

Assembly.
This Committee also recommend that the Stated Clerks of Presbyteries be

instructed, to obtain statistical reports of the number of Sunday-schools

under the care of each church, the number of teachers and pupils, and the

number of additions to the churches [49] from the Sunday-schools during

the year, so that these reports may be at the disposal of the next General

Assembly
The Rev. Joel Parker, D. D., Rev. James W. McLane, D. D., Rev. Thomas

Brainerd, D. D., Hon. Edward A. Lambert, and Mr. Alexander Whilldin were
appointed to this service.

Refiolved, That it is inexpedient, during the sessions of this Assembly, to

elect Trustees of the General Assembly and Directors of the Theological

Seminaries.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported, that they had given leave

of absence to

Rev. Charles N. Mattoon, D. D., of the Presb. of Belvidere.
" Henry Bergen, " Ottawa.
" Christopher M Nickels, D.D., " Newark.
" William Whittaker, " Columbia.
" William M. Cheever, " Dayton.
" Elizur N. Manley, " Genesee.
" William Herritt, " Schuyler.
" Charies H. Foote, " Alton.
" Elijah ^V. Stoddard, " Genesee Valley.

Mr. Presley T. McKinney, " Crawfordsville.
" Calvin A. Shaw, " Belvidere.
" John Otto, " Buffalo.

Hon. Henry S. Walbridge, " Ithaca.

Mr. James Lamb, " Madison.
" John Phillips, " Columbus.
" Lewis Keelor, " Marshall.
" M. Miller Gray, " Utica.

" Lewis Stevens, " Watertown.
The Standing Committees reported, that they had no further business to

present, and were discharged.

The janitor's bill, the bills for stationery and printing, the traveling ex-

penses of the Delegates to Foreign Bodies, and the salaries and traveling

expenses of the Stated and Permanent Clerks, were ordered to be paid.

Ef'.solved, That the Minutes of the Assembly, with the usual Appendix,

and the reports of the Treasurers of the Permanent Committees, be printed,

under the direction of the Stated Clerk.
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Resolved, That the thanks of this General Assembly be presented to the

respective railroad companies, who have generously consented to a reduction

of their regular fare, in favor of the Commissioners and others who have been
in attendance on our sessions.

Also, to the citizens of Cincinnati and its vicinity, whose hospitality has

been so munificently extended to the members of the Assembly, and ren-

dered their sojourn so pleasant and gratefully memorable, with the assurance

of our fervent prayers that they [5U] and theirs may be abundantly recom-

pensed by the Giver of all good.

Also, to the Committee of Arrangements, for their promptness and assid-

uity in providing for the convenience and comfort of their numerous visitors

on this occasion.

Also, to the Trustees of the Second Presbyterian church, for the use of

their commodious house of worship and its ample accommodations.

Also, to the choir of the Second Presbyterian church, for their appropriate

and excellent services during the sessions of the Assembly.

Also, to the Moderator, the Rev. George Duffield, I). D.. for the able and
impartial manner in which he has presided over the deliberations of the As-
sembly, and for the discriminating and Christian courtesy which he has

extended to the Commissioners.

Also, to Mrs. Dr. Taylor, for the beautiful and fragrant offering of flowers

placed on our tables on each day of its sessions.

The Roll was called, and the following persons were found to be absent

without excuse

:

Rev. Henry N. Millerd, Rev. Montgomery M. Wakeman, Daniel E. Whit-
more, Stephen G. Gould, Harmon Ensign, Rev. Tapping S. Reeve, Benoni
Dickerman, Winslow S. Phelps, Stephen Whitlock, Rev. Lsaac Delamater,

Oily Owen, Rev. Thomas Griffith. Rev. Edward Scofield, Hon. John L. Knight,

and John H. Catlin.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The business of the Assembly having been finished, and the vote having
been taken for the dissolving of the Assembly, the Moderator, with prayer

and the apostolic benediction, declared the Assembly dissolved, and recjuii*ed

another Assembly, chosen in the same manner, to meet in the First Presby-

terian church, on Washington Square, of the city of Philadelphia, Pennsyl-

vania, on the third Thursday of May, 1863, at 11 o'clock A. M.

WILLIAM STERLING,
Permanent Clerk, pro tern.

Cincinnati, Ohio, May 24?/i, 1862.

APPENDIX.
ANNUAL NARRATIVE

Of the State of Religion within the Bounds op the Presbyterian
Church in the United States op America, May, 1862.

It is with the profoundest gratitude, that we record the mercy of God in

his dealings with our beloved Church, during the period which this Narrative

reviews.

Just a quarter of a century has elapsed, since that act of excision which

divided the Presbyterian Church ; and which, in their determination to main-

tain certain constitutional principles, secured for the Synods of Geneva,
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Utica, Genesee, and Western Reserve—embracing at that time but twenty-

four Presbyteries—the historic distinction of beginning our denominational

greatness.

In the present Assembly. Commissioners are in attendance from twenty-

two Synods, composed of one hundred and four Presbyteries, with a field of

operation extending from Lake Superior to the waters of the Chesapeake,

and westward from the Atlantic cities to the mountains and valleys of

California.

The steadiness of our remarkable growth, since the event referred to, is

indicated in the fact that, gradually increasing from that time, the mem-
bership of the Assembly has never been so large as at prese.nt ; nearly all

the Presbyteries being clerically represented, along with a delegation from

the eldership greater than ever, showing on their part a deepening concern

in its welfare, and a willingness to bear their proportion of the responsibilities

and toil incident to the work of the Church.

The reports from the Presbyteries are characterized by thankfulness,

humility, and an unfaltering trust in God : thankfulness for what temporal

and spiritual prosperity they have variously enjoyed ; humility in view of

the religious declension which they confess and deplore ; and the strongest

confidence that, whatever may be their present trials or discouragements, the

Great Head of the Church will, in some way, work out in them, and through

them, his purpo.se of infinite mercy.

Revivals have not been general within our bounds during the year past,

nor unusually powerful. In some few instances large ingatherings are

reported ; while upon many places, and, as it is pleasing to know, upon

several of our litei-ary institutions, the dews of the Spirit have descended

refreshingly. These gracious manifestations succeeded, almost uniformly,

close upon the observance of the days of prayer appointed by the last

Assembly.
The most happy results are mentioned as having attended special efforts

for the conversion of children and youth.

An increased engagedncss in the work of Sabbath-schools and catechetical

instruction is a noticeable and gratifying fact; and it seems to be the clear

indication of (iod's providence and Spirit, that this department of Christian

labor shall be assiduously prosecuted, as the grand hope alike of the Church

and the world.

It was hardly to be expected, in view of the depressed condition of the

business of the country, that the various causes of Christian benevolence

would hold their own ; but the Spirit, which of late has wonderfully visited

our foreign missionary stations, seems to have been more or less breathed

upon our churches at home, and, besides exciting them, to have induced in a

measure the systematizing of our charities.

The consequence is, that, instead of a decrease, the contributfons of our

churches are as large, if not actually larger, than ever before.

A growing love for our leading denominational agencies is shown, in the

increased donations which have been given them. It is thus manifest, also,

that the Church approves the newly adopted policy of caring for its own

^ offspring.

The promises, through the Presbyteries, of such sympathy and aid as may
be needful to extend the privileges of a preached Gospel and a sanctified

literature, according to the openings of Providence, are gratefully acknowl-

edged.

In some sections, the plan of presbyterial missions has been tried with

encouraging success ; and, like the mission-school system in our populous
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cities and towns, has resulted in the salvation of many souls yet to be gath-

ered and organized into churches.

For reasons growing out of the state of the country, less than usual has
been done during the past year in the matter of erecting houses of worship.

Several have been repaired and improved, and a few new ones have been
built. Church debts have been, in some instances, largely reduced ; in

others, entirely liquidated.

It is sad to learn how wide-spread and deepening is the evil of intemper-

ance. With scarcely an exception, the Presbyteries report, that this terrible

body and soul-killing vice is alarmingly rife. The interests of humanity, and
the preservation of those whuse spiritual welfare is committed to our care,

demand that we arouse to new elForts for suppressing the use and the sale of

intoxicating drinks.

Among the reported evidences of external prosperity, in certain quarters,

is the increased attendance upon Sabbath-day worship, particularly on the

morning service.

It is to be regi'etted, that this improvement is not more general and thor-

ough. In society at large there is a lamentable, if not a growing, amount of

Sabbath desecration ; and multitudes of professors of religion practise upon
the mischievous false sentiment, that a single attendance at the sanctuary

discharges their obligation to '' remember the Sabbath-day, and keep it holy."

The action of the last Assembly on the state of the country at that time,

as subsequent events have proved, was manifestly wise and acceptable to the

churches. It doubtless has had great influence in the patriotic development
reported in the bounds of every Presbytery.

No one acquainted with the history and spirit of our denomination could

have doubted, but that a chai'actcristic loyalty to constitutional principles

would be naturally and logically followed by loyalty to the National Govern-
ment.

It has accordingly been the case, as the Narrative of the Presbytery of

the District of Columbia well observes, that " the religion of our churches,

during the past year, has been summoned by our Divine Lord into a new
field of activities. The life of the nation has been in imminent peril, and
with this, everything sacred in the Church was at stake. The question has

been : Shall we have a free Church, an open Bible, a free press, and a land

of universal liberty, or the reverse ?

" We have felt that, with the loss of our national life, we not only surren-

der our republican institutions, but the rights and hopes of the world.
" Appreciating this, our pastors have endeavored to render more plain the

.immutable principles of divine government over us ; and have not failed to

proclaim that ' the powers that be are ordained of God,' and to pray for all

our constituted authorities, and for the success of our national arms in the

struggle to secure law and order and peace in our land."

The influence of such a ministry has shown itself in the fact, that there

probably is not a congregation belonging to our Church but what is repre-

sented in the army, nor one but what, along with many from their member-
ship, have also sent forth of their substance and of the labor of their hands,

to improve the morals of the camp, and alleviate the suJBPerings of our sick

and wounded soldiers.

The number of our brethren in the national service, as chaplains, cannot

exactly be given. It is known to be creditably large. It is believed, also,

that they have been thoroughly devoted to their work.

A Presbytery at the West reports the death, in a hospital, of one of its

members who enlisted as a captain ; and another, the death of a brother, who
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fell while gallantly engaged in urging the regiment, to which he ministered,

to enact the heroic part which distinguished it, at the battle incident to the

taking of Newbern.
The effect of this intimate relation between our churches and the army

has been most happy, in inducing a deeper regard for the civil and religious

institutions of the country, a sense of dependence upon God for their preser-

vation, and an earnest and unceasing prayerfulness for the protection and

salvation of the multitudes, who have given themselves to suppress that

demon power which, in a rebellion against the Constitution and laws, would

seek to nationalize itself, and extend its blighting despotism over a people

ordained to be free.

We recognize, with devout thanksgiving to Almighty God, his favor upon

us, not only in the national successes granted in answer to prayer, but also

in that overruling of the developed patriotism of our people, by which it has

been made a means to the end of a higher sanctification, and directly a means
in the salvation of souls.

During the past year, it has pleased the Great Head of the Church, to

transfer, from an earthly to a heavenly service, the following brethren in the

ministry :

of the Presbytery of Troy.
" •' Bath.

Henry A. Post,

B. Coleman Smith.

David Murdock, D. D.,

Clement Long, D. D.,

Orlando N. Benton,

Luther P. Blodgett,

William Fraser,

Samuel Leonard,

Daniel M. Lord,

John W. Irwin,

Samviel R. Davis,

Barnabas King, D. D.,

Ezra Stiles Ely, D. D.,

Joshua N. Danforth, D. D.

George M. Boardman,
David B. Dixon,

William S. Huggins,

William Hanford,

Solomon Stevens,

Frederick H. Brown,
William S. Kennedy,
Charles White, D. D.,

John Hough, D. D.,

John Waters,

Chemung.
Cayuga.
Tioga.

Otsego.

Delaware.

Buffalo.

Long Island.

New York, Third.

Newark.
Bockaway.
Philadelphia, Fourth.

District of Columbia.

Monroe.
Washtenaw.
Kalamazoo.
Portage.

Trumbull.
a

Cincinnati.

Crawfordsville.

Fort Wayne.
Knox.

George W. Gale, D. D.,
" "

.
.

"
.

This large reduction of our ministerial force is impressively suggestive.

"The night cometh, when no man can work."

Shall not we, who continue to the present, renew our consecration to His

service, whose outpoured blessing of the Holy Spirit is the desire of every

Christian, the great need of the Church, and the only salvation of a lost

world ?

By order of the General Assembly.
GEORGE DUFFIELD, 3Ioderator.

EDWIN F. HATFIELD, Stated Clerk.



1862.] GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 189

IP «- . 5

c J c s o 3
.a • -a .2 a .;5

&?q CL.— - ;:::

K <; «j ?: <; ^

5 ^

w .2 f:
. o ^ —

ll

a > ci I ^
^

s o o )_ » 3= J= -r .i 3 .2

<u S J= ^ =. ^ci ^

ft C
.o .«

be o O "5

pm a M s

!- ci c5 a

C o Oca

•noi^iiojiqnj
t^ o o o o t~ lO CD O -^ r-l r-^ to O 1-1

C^ ^ 05 1^5

ro »o CO -^

•noijtjonpg;
C-l iH C<1 • -^
TT ;c -* Oi

05 "* 07

; to Ci j:^ o
: -+ -t -o oO CS J:~ ^

C^ r- — (M

snois
-sii\[ uSiaJo^

lO CO tc ^

CTl -J CJ5 C<1 0>O lO ~ 1~ -o
!M O to ?; J>-

-f C5 C5 O
CC 50 C-1 -J<

CC to Oi CO

C^ (M -t" O (M I^
C» TO [^ -O TT C3
03 1— CO lO -*

to m >—I N
lO (M — lO
c:; M — ^-
ur> o -^ CO

•snois -^ »0 t^ iO 1—

I

Ci K5 CO -- 1—

I

O ^H .J" C<1 O

.— Oi r— C5 1—

I

lO ^- !X C! to

1:- r^ to O
>0 CO r-J COC CTi CC O
to O -T 1^

•/f[qtn3S

-sy iiiaaaaf)

1= o
1— -1<

CO c^

t— CO



190 MINUTES OF THE [1862.



1862.] GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 191

-a 5 "3

<o ^ aK u a
O "3 e3

t-5 W CO

.2 C ^ -; <B t, t.

-^ O M .^ • c ^ *>

" ^- "^ f^ 1 ^ ^ ^^

_« g S g c^ p>,«
o- "S .5, o

s-J: •?
O <r-

ft

.t; S s _ ci o ca

— '^ — ^ HH O
ffl 3 'g ?"£ — !>,

t; C .- H = M ^o 3 r « S C »

ft

r^ ^ ^ '^-^

P^ ^ S o sj

9 o mjS
2 M o „

r « . o

CS IM -^ -*

5C re -O 50 u^ -* I-' CC 05 -#
c-^ Ci o t^ 1^ O^ CI --

1~ O CO
U^ CO Oi—

' <M c^ c) ^ e^ i-i

O O 03 CS CO t^ CO
r-1 CC CO <»':*' »0 lO

lO 1—
1 IM

31 O —

'

-1- -! O
07 ^- ri

iO(MCCiOCi<M^7COi:-
!- 07 cs e<i o cs CO

J:~ <M M —' (^ t^ O
CO -^ C<1 C5 «0 CO (M

-^ 'S- cc c^ c^

CC rt CO —

1

1—
• f^ C^l J—
lO T (>1

—
' 05 <M ^ COl~-CO^"<MtOt^C<5

o — o o
«C Cs ^^ Oi C^ 'CO ^
ON -^ cc CO c C3 cq* ;c CO ^^ I—

I

O CO 1-'

Ci 1—I lO
.— Tj> r-

1^



192 MINUTES OF THE [1862.

k^* ^^ Oi m

"3 ^3 cd

« 3 o
- -IH

^* t^ " '- O ^ >- O -- t,

>> IK C O

iS««

<l 1-5 ?- h-

° o

X^-i jc CS

•noi^'BOiiqnj;
O -O -f r^
CO C» (N CO

r-( (M

•noT^fBonpg

1^ CO t~- .-H

CC — CO CO
iTJ "O O 1-1 CS 1-1

«C (M O (Tq O
t^ C O ^ O
o; IS or f- (M

•snois
1-. ^ lO ^ t~

CO CO CR Oi o
^^ CO a; »o 00
c^ CO c<i -* i-(

CO rt c =
to O O^ M
CO O -)•

rH 1— C^)

•suois

5ij\[0iis3raoQ;
-r cc to o»
CO O 32 ^
lO M <M r-(

'^ -* O CO lO to 00 -t
.— (Ml
ifl r-l

.— (M W CO
CO CO O CO Cl -*
O lO — (N CO C5

I—1 rH O M

•iiqtnas
* '^ -r CO

-dug :jac(ni

-^ t~ CO (M
CO ^ CS CO

CO O OO f— J

•stnsi)

-dvQ linpY

r— CO ^ 1-- --O 05 CO l~ — CO i^ O (M

•S]Ut!0

-juntaniog

t^ Jr^ G> CO
r- CO lO CO
Oi Ol 05 o

CO r-l -^ C3
M- -* CS CO
uO 00 0> -^

05 o o -* 1— CC rt Oi -f (M
C^ -f ~ii Ct en Oi
Tjf lO lO Oi t^ >o

•8:)'Bogpa3Q

no pappv

•UTBXJJ

no pappv

•saqojnq^ 1



1862.] GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 193

£^
s

« a

.a a
o ©

"^ <; o H H, a

g ^ ;2 w' I J
g o 5 " •" "^

° ^ i a s =«
I a I

^T^ S. taO

ii I

W

SS
t, B

3 O ?
.§3-0

>, .2

5 M

l-r< ""
"

f^ PM C3



194 MINUTES OF THE [1862.



1863-219, 20.] GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 195

MINUTES, 1863.

Philadelphia, Pa., May 2\st, 1863.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States

of America met, agreeably to appointment, in the First Presbyterian church,

Washington Square, of the city of Philadelphia, Pa., on Thursday, the 21st

of May, 1863, at 11 o'clock A. M., and was opened with a sermon, by the

Rev. George Duffield, D. D., the Moderator of the last Assembly, from

2 Timothy 3:1: " Li the last days perilous times shall come."

After the sermon, the Assembly was constituted with prayer.

Adjourned to meet at 4 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [220]

Timrsday, May 21 s#, 4 ocloch P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The report of the Committee on Commissions was presented by the Per-

manent Clerk, and the following persons were thereupon enrolled, as duly

appointed Commissioners of this General Assembly :

PRESBYTERIES.

1

.

Chamjjlain,

2. Troy,

3. Albany,

4. Columbia,

5. Catskill.

I. SYNOD OF ALBANY,
MINISTERS.

Zebulon M. P. Luther. •

Selden Haines,

Abner de Witt,

Charles Doolittle,

William S. Leavitt,

George A. Howard,

ELDERS.

Ezekiel Baker, M. D.

Hon. Otis Allen.

Josiah W. Fairfield.

George Robertson.

1. St. Laivrence,

2. Waferfown,

3. Osicego,

4. Utica,

II. SYNOD OF UTICA.

John Waugh.
William H. Lockwood,
John N. Hubbard,

Erastus S. Kelsey (3).

Silas W. Brewster.

Philemon H. Fowler, D. D., William D. Walcott,

Wilson B. Parmelee, Hon. Spencer Kellogg.

1. Geneva,

2. Steuben,

3. Clicmung,

4. Ithaca,

5. Wellsborough,

6. Lyons,

III. SYNOD OF GENEVA.
David D. Dayton, M. D.Samuel H. Gridley, D. D.,

E. Woodward Brown,
David D. Gregory,

Charles C. Carr,

Franklin S. Howe,
Leonard McGlashen,
Francis Rand,
Abram Blakely,

Nathaniel C. Taylor.

Daniel B. Westlake.

James Bodle.

Samuel E. Ensworth.

Sylvanus J. Sayles.
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IV. SYNOD OF ONONDAGA.
PRESBYTERIES.

1. Onondaga,
2. Cciyuga,

3. Cortland,

4. Tioga,

MINISTERS.

Edwin R. Davis,

Charles Anderson,

Amos Crocker,

Archibald McDougall (2).

T. Dwight Walker,

ELDERS.

Alvin Foord, M. D.
Daniel Hewson,
Daniel Bennett.

Joseph R. Dixon.

Frederick E. Piatt.

1

.

Otsego,

2. Chenango,

3. Delaware,

1. Buffalo,

2. Ontario,

3. Rochester,

4. Genesee,

5. Niagara,

6. Genesee Valley,

V. SYNOD OF SUSQUEHANNA
Andrew Parsons.

Willard M. Hoyt,
Geor<i;e T. Everest,

Dorastus Green.

William S. Atchinson.

[221]
VI. SYNOD OF GENESEE.

Walter Clarke, D. D.,

Sanford W. Roe,

Alphonso L. Benton (3),

Ralph S. Crampton,
Nathaniel Hurd,
ijlisha Whittlesey,

Henry E. Niles,

John E. Baker,

Silas Kingsley,

Sextus H. Hurigerford.

Seth Johnson.

Lewis D. Ferry,

Edwin T. Huntington.
James H. Loomis.

Edwin P. Hcaly, M. D.

Abijah B. Palmer.

VII. SY'NOD OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY.

1. Hudson,

2. North River,

3. Long Island,

4. New York, Sd,

5. Netv Yorh, 4th,

G. BrooMyn,
7. Newark,

8. Rockaioay,

9. Montrose,

Henry J. Acker (4),

Michael F. Liebenau,

Charles H. Holloway,

T. H. Skinner, D. D., LL.D.,

Frederick W. Graves,

.

Edward W. French,

S. H. Cox, D. D., LL.D.,

Henry B. Smith, D. D.,

Samuel T. Spear, D. D.,

John Crowcll,

Ellis J. Newlin (4),

Sylvester Cooke,

Edward Allen,

Samuel SchaiFer,

Isaac Swift.

Lewis F. Street (2).

John N. Say re.

William A. Booth,
David Gillmur,

William C. Harp.

George W. Lane,

Fred. H. Bartholomew.
Walter S. Griffith.

Isaac R. Noves,

William W. Parkhurst (2).

William B. Lefevre, M. D.

William Root,

Leonard Batchelor.

VIII. SYNOD OF PENNSYLVANIA.
Wilmington,

Philadelphia, "^d,

Philadelphia, 4fh,

Harrishurgh,

George Foot,

Charles Brown,
Henry Darling, D. D.,

Albert Barnes,

Robert Adair,

Jeremiah Miller,

Dist. of Columbia, John C. Smith. D. D.

John B. Porter.

Benedict D. Stewart,

William E. Tenbrook.

Ambrose White,

David Thomas.
James W. Kerr, M. D. (2).

William J. Redstrake.

IX. SYNOD OF WEST PENNSYLVANIA.
Erie, Ambrose Dunn, George Kellogg.

Meadville, John McMaster, James Clark.

Pittsburgh, Herrick Johnson.
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X. SYNOD OF MICHIGAN.
PRESBYTERIES.
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PRESBYTERIES.

1. Ottawa
-I

2. Knox^
3. Galena,

4. Cldcago,

5. Belvidere,

6. Bloomington,

1. Mt'hcanJi'ee,

2. Fox River,

•3. Columbus,

XVII. SYNOD OF PEORIA
MINISTERS.

Nahum Gould.

Benjiuiiin B. Parsons,

Daniel Clark,

Edward A. Pierce (2),

ELDERS.

Lucius L. Day.
Calvin P. Pease.

Wm. C. Barker, M. D. (2).

Zephaniah M. Humphrey (6),

Isaac E. Carey, Henry W. Avery, Jr.

Alfred Eddy, Benjamin E. Miles (2).

[223]

XVIII. SYNOD OF WISCONSIN.

Joseph H. Towne, D. D. (2), Anthony Green (5).

Charles F. Halsey (2), Timothy M. Baker.

Benjamin G. Riley, Carlos W. Baldwin.

XIX. SYNOD OF IOWA.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Des Moines,

Keohuk,
loica City,

Dubuque,
Cedar Valley,

Chariton.

1. DaJcota,

2. Minnesota,

3. Winona,

Thompson Bird,

William H. Williams.

George D. A. Hebard,
George R. Carroll,

Calvin W^aterbury.

William D. Moore.

Samuel H. Rogers.

John Maclay.

XX. SYNOD OF MINNESOTA.
James Thomson.
Frederick A. Noble.

Charles S. Le Due.

XXI. SYNOD OF MISSOURI.

1. St. Louis, John Maclean, Russell Scarritt.

2. Lexington, Franklin E. Sheldon (2).

3. Northern Missouri, James A. Darrah, Alexander J. Dallas.

4. Kansas, James Brownlee.

XXII. SYNOD OF ALTA CALIFORNIA.

1. San Francisco.

2. Sierra Nevada.
3. San Jose.

CORRESPONDING BODIES.

1. General Assembly of the Cumberland
Presbyterian Church.

2. General Synod of the Reformed Pres-

byterian Church in North America, Rev. Theodore W. J. Wylie, D. D.

3. General Synod of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in the United States.

4. Synod of the German Reformed Church
in the United States.

5. General Association of Massachusetts.

6. General Association of Connecticut.

7. General Association ofNew Hampshire.

8. General Conference of Maine. [224]

9. General Conference of Vermont, Rev. Azariah Hyde.
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10. Presbyterian and Congregational Con-

vention of Wisconsin.

11. Union of the Evangelical Churches of
France.

12. Synod of the Free Preshytcrian Church

in the United States.

The Rev. Henry B. Smith, D. D., of the Presbytery of New York,

Fourth, was elected Moderator, and inducted into office in the usual form.

The Rev. Herrick Johnson, of the Presbytery of Pittsburgh, and the

Rev. Henry E. Niles, of the Presbytery of Niagara, were chosen Temporary

Clerks.

The docket of business was read by the Stated Clerk.

The General Rules for Judicatories, contained in the Appendix to the

Constitution, were adopted as the Rules of this Assembly.

Resoh-ed, That, hereafter, the Standing Committees on Bills and Overtures,

Polity of the Church, Church Erection, Home Missions, Foreign Missions,

Education, and Publication, shall consist of six ministers and five elders

each ; and the Committees on Synodical Records shall consist of three min-

isters and two elders each ; and that the other Standing Committees shall

remain as heretofore.

Ordered, That the usual number of copies of the Roll be printed under the

direction of the Stated Clerk ; and

That it be made the first order of the day for to-morrow morning, after

the announcement of the Standing Committees, and the reception of the

Synodical Records and papers from the respective Presbyteries, to receive

the reports of the various Permanent Committees of the Assembly, and of

the Trustees of the Church Erection Fund, and of the Presbyterian House.

Resolved, That" the Assembly hold its daily sessions from 9 o'clock A. M.

to 1 o'clock P. M. ; and from 3 J o'clock P. M. to So o'clock P. M. ; and that

the first half hour of the morning session be appropriated to devotional exer-

cises, under the direction of the Moderator.

The printed Minutes of the last General Assembly were distributed among
the members.

The following communication was received from the General Assem-

bly of the Presbyterian Church, which met at Columbus, Ohio, in Mav,
1862 :

In the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States

of America, in session at Columbus, Ohio, the matter of a fraternal corre-

spondence, by Commissioners, with the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church (New School) in session at Cincinnati, Ohio, being duly considered, is

decided as follows

:

This Assembly having considered certain Overtures sent to it by a few of

the Presbyteries under its care, proposing that steps should be taken by it

towards an organic union between this Church and [225] the Church under

the care of the Presbyterian General Assembly, New School ; and having

determined against the course proposed in said Overtures, has also been

informed that the other General Assembly has, about the same time, come

to a similar conclusion on similar Overtures laid before it by a certain number

of its own Presbyteries. Of its own motion, this General Assembly, consid-

ering the time to have come, for it to take the initiative in securing a better

understanding of the relations, which it judges are proper to be maintained

between the two General Assemblies, hereby proposes, that there shall be a

stated annual and friendly interchange of Commissioners between the two
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General Assemblies, each body sending to the other one minister and one

ruling elder, as Commissioners, year by year, the said Commissioners to

enjoy such privileges, in each body to which they are sent, as are common
to all those now received by this body from other Christian denominations.

The Moderator of this Assembly will communicate this deliverance to the

Moderator of the other Assembly, to be laid before it, with our Christian

salutations.

A true copy. W. E. Schenck,
Permanent Clerk.

Philadelphia, June 2d, 1862.

This communication, after discussion, was referred to a Committee of

five.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 22d, 9 o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The following additional Commissioners were reported, and their names

were entered on the Roll

:

Samuel T. Spear, D. D., Minister, from the Presb. of Brooklyn.

Augustus T. Norton, " " " Alton.

James E. Vance, " " " Elyria.

George A. Howard, " " " Catskill.

John W. Shields, Elder, " " Logansport.

Alvin Foord, M. D., " " " Onondaga.

Frederick E. Piatt, " " " Tioga.

Sextus H. Hungerford, " " " Buffalo.

Frederick H. Bartholomew, " " " New York, 4th.

Calvin P. Pease, " " " Galena. [226]

Philander H. Roots, " " " Indianapolis.

George L. Massey, " " " Dayton.

Daniel Bennett, " " " Cayuga.

George Robertson, " " " Catskill.

Samuel H. Rogers, " " " Iowa City.

James Bodle, " " " Ithaca.

William R. IMartin, " " " Washtenaw.

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to prepare a suitable

minute on the State of the Country.

The city of Dayton, Ohio, was chosen as the place for the meeting of the

nest General Assembly.

A Committee, consisting of the Rev. Joseph Chester, and Mr. Edgar P.

Starr, were appointed to nominate a Committee of Arrangements.

The Moderator announced the following Standing Committees

:

1. Judicial Committee. Ministers—Samuel H Cox, D. D., LL.D., Samuel

H. Gridley, D. D., George E. Pierce, D. D., Ralph S. Crampton. Elders—

Josiah W. Fairfield, Hon. Spencer Kellogg, Samuel H. Mather.

2. Bills and Overtures. Ministers—John C. Smith, D. D., S. Granby

Specs, D. D., Selden Haines, Alfred Eddy, J. Mills Gillett, Frederick A.

Noble. Elders—Ambrose White, William A. Booth, Hon. John A. Foot,

William D. Walcott, Samuel H. Lee, M. D.

3. Polity of the Church. Ministers—Thomas H. Skinner, D. D., LL.D.,



1863-226-8.] GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 201

William S. Leavitt, Joseph B. Bittinger, Charles S. Le Due, Michael F.

Liebenau, Charles Brown. Elders—Hon. Otis Allen, Hon. John L. Knight,
David Gillmur, Hon. Chauncy N. Olds, George Kellogg.

4. Church Erection. Ministers—George A. Howard, Charles C. Carr,

Edward W. French, George Foot, Jeremiah Miller, Cicero B. Stevens.

Elders—Hon. John A. Foot, Hon. John L. Knight, Edwin T. Huntington,
Ambrose White, Lucius L. Day.

5. Home Missions. Ministers—AValter Clarke, D. D., Augustus T. Norton,
Thompson Bird, Alexander Duncan, Daniel Clark, Daniel M. Moore. Elders
—Russell Scarritt, Silas Kingsley, William C. Harp, William D. Moore,
Alexander J. Dallas. [227]

6. Foreign Missirjus. Ministers—Albert Barnes, Theron H. Hawks, Chester

S. Armstrong, James Thomson, Henry B. Eldred, George Foot. Elders—
Walter S. Griffith, Daniel Hewson, Nathaniel C. Taylor, Sylvanus J. Sayles,

John N. Sayre.

7. Education. 3Iinisters—George E. Day, D. D., Lucius D. Chapin, Wil-

lard M. Hoyt, Elisha Whittlesey, Anson Smyth, James A. Darrah. Elders

—Lemuel H. Sargent, Lucius L. Day, Isaac R. Noyes, James H. Loomis,

Daniel B. Westlake.

8. Puhlication. Ministers—Philemon H. Fowler, D. D., Edward W. French,

Joseph Chester, AVilson B. Parmelee, Charles H. Holloway, James Brownlee.

Elders—William J. Rodstrake, Edwin T. Huntington, David A. Smith,

David Thomas, Finlay Strong.

9. Narrative. Ministers—John Crowell, Franklin S. Howe, George D. A.
Hebard, Fi'ederick W. Graves. Elders—Lorenzo Russell, William F. Wil-
son, M. D., Thomas L. Paine.

10. Leave of Absence. Ministers—David D. Gregory, Charles C. Carr,

William J. Essick, John M. Boal. Elders—J)viNiOi I). Dayton, M. D., Alvin
Foord, M. D., Edwin P. Healy, M. D.

11. Devotional Exercises. Ministers—Robert Adair, Jeremiah Miller, Isaac

E. Carey, Joseph Gordon. Elders—William E. Tenbrook, Henry W. Avery,
William D. Moore.

12. Mileage. Elders—George W. Lane, Benedict D. Stewart, Edgar B.

Starr.

The Moderator also announced the Committees on the Synodical Records,

as follows

:

1. Albany. Ministers—Henry B. Eldred, Ambrose Dunn, George R. Car-

roll. Elders—Silas W. Brewster, John N. Sayre.

2. Utica. Ministers—Norman Tucker, Benjamin B. Parsons, Alphonso L.

Benton. Elders—George Kellogg, Henry W. Avery, Jr.

3. Geneva. Ministers—Nahum Gould, Charles D. Curtis, Francis Rand.
Elders—James H. Loomis, James Clark. [228]

4. Susquehanna. Ministers—Zebulon M. P. Liither, Frederick A. Noble,

Nathaniel Hurd. Elders—Silas Kingsley, William M. Allison.

5. Genesee. Ministers—William H. Williams, Charles M. Temple, John
M. McMaster. Elders—Thomas F. Griffin, Timothy M. Baker.

6. Onondaga. Ministers—John Waugh, James A. Darrah, Samuel B. King.

Elders—Lemuel H. Sargent, Albert Miller.

7. JVeto York and Neiv Jersey. 3Iinisters—William S. Leavitt, Nathan L.

Lord, Lemuel P. Webber. Elders—Silas W. Brewster, Abijah P. Palmer.

8. Pennsylvania. Ministers—Sylvester Cooke, Abram Blakely, John Sailor.

Elders—Thomas L. .Paine, George W. Haire.

9. West Pennsylvania. Ministers—Edward Allen, George T. Everest, Elisha

Whittlesey. Elders—Alexander J. Dallas, Lewis D. Ferry.
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10. Michigan. Ministers—Sanford W. Eoe, J. Evarts Weed, Rufus Nut-
ting, Jr. Elders—John W. Shiekls, David Thomas.

11. Western Reserve. Minii^ters—Benjamin Gr. Riley, John Maclean, James
Thomson. Elders—Carlos W. Baldwin, Matthias Fehren.

12. OJuo. Ministers—Calvin Waterbury, Alexander Parker, Samuel
SchaiFer. Elders—David A. Smith, Abram S. Jones.

13. Cincinnati. Ministers—David M. Cooper, George A. Adams, Michael

F. Liebenau. Elders—Leonard Batchelor, Edwin T. Huntington.

14. Indiana. 3Iinisters—Willard M. Hoyt, William H. Lockwood, John
Stuart. Elders—Orramel H. Fitch, Alvin Upson.

15. \V(d)(ish. Ministers—James E. A'ance, Samuel Fleming, Andrew Par-

sons. Elders—Joseph R. Dixon, Isaac Swift.

16. Illinois. Ministers—Charles Doolittle, Milton Bradley, William J.

Essick. Elders—Ezekiel Baker, M. D., Samuel E. Ensworth.

17. Peoria. 3Iinisters—John N. Hubbard, Charles Anderson, John E.

Baker. Elders—Josiah W. Fairfield, Joseph Loughmiller.

18. Wisconsin. Ministers—Amos Crocker, E. Wood\vard Brown, Charles

Hutchinson. Elders—Nathaniel C. Taylor, John Maclay.

19. lon-a. Ministers— Vx-AwkWw S. Howe, T. Dwight Walker, David M.
Moore. Elders—David D. Dayton, M. D.. Edwin P. Healy, M. D.

20. Minnesota. Ministers—Leonard McGlashen, Edwin E. Davis, Charles

H. Holloway. ^We^-s—William B. Lefevre, M. D., Lorenzo Russell. [229]

21. Missouri. Ministers—Lucius D. Cliapin, John Hawkes, Joseph Gor-

don. Elders—George W. Hoffman, A})raham R. Marsh.

22. Alia California. Ministers—James BroAVidee, George F. Davis, Edgar
W. French. i;?(/frs—Fleming McMath. Calvin H. Chase.

The Rev. Albert Barnes, the Rev. Thomas H. Skinner, D. D., LL.D., the

Rev. Samuel T. Spear, D. D., the Hon. Otis Allen, and Mr. Walter S. Grif-

fith, were appointed the Committee to prepare a minute on the State of the

Country.

The Rev. Samuel T. Spear, D. D., the Rev. Samuel H. Cox, D. D., LL.D.,

the Rev. Samuel H. Gridley, D. D., Mr. William A. Booth, and the Hon.

Chauncy N. Olds, were appointed the Committee on tlie Communication

received from, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, which met

at Columbus, Ohio, in May. 1862.

The Records of the Synods were presented, and put into the hands of the

Committees appointed to examine them.

The Assembly proceeded to receive the Narratives, the Statistical Reports,

and other papers of the Presbyteries, which were duly referred to the Stand-

ing Committees.

An invitation from the directors of " The Union League of Philadelphia,"

to visit their rooms, in this city, was received and accepted. The Assembly

voted to proceed in a body to their rooms at 5 o'clock P. M.
An invitation from " The Union Volunteer Refreshment Saloon and Hos-

pital Association," to visit their buildings, was received and accepted for

to-morrow, at 5 o'clock P. M.
The annual report of the Presbyterian Publication Committee was read,

accepted, and referred to the Standing Committee on Publication.

Adjourned until 3J o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Eriday, May 2.M, 3* o'clock P. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The annual report of the Treasurer was read, and referred to Messrs.

Ambrose White and Frederick H. Bartholomew, as an Auditing Committee.
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The Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions presented their annual report.

It was accepted, and referred to the Standing Committee on Foreign Missions.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The following additional Commissioners were reported, and their names
were added to the Roll

:

Franklin E. Sheldon, Minister, from the Presbytery of Lexington.

Edward A. Pierce, ' " " " Chicago. [230]
William C. Barker, M. D., Elder, "

James W. Karr, M. D., " " " HaiTisburgh.

William W. Parkhurst, " " " Newark.
Lewis F. Street, " " " North River.

The Committee, to whom was referred the communication from the Gen-
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church that met at Columbus, Ohio, in

May, 1862, presented a report, which was unanimously adopted, and is as

follows

:

The Committee, to whom was referred the communication from the Gen-
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America,
that met at Columbus, Ohio, in May, 1862, addressed to this General Assem-
bly, and proposing " a stated, annual, and friendly interchange of Commis-
sioners between the two General Assemblies," recommend the adoption of

the following resolutions

:

Resolved, 1. That this Assembly, with heartfelt pleasure and Christian

salutations, accept the proposition thus made, hoping and praying, that it

may result •' in securing a better understanding of the relations," which, in

the judgment of this Assembly, " are proper to be maintained between the

two Assemblies."

2. That, in accordance with the suggestion of the Moderator of the Assem-
bly that met at Columbus, Ohio, in May, 1862, that this interchange of

Commissioners should commence at the earliest practicable period, the Rev.

Robert W. Patterson, D. D., and the Hon. William H. Brown, principals,

and the Rev. Arthur Swazey and Mr. Oliver H. Lee, alternates, all of the

Presbytery of Chicago, be appointed Commissioners to represent this General

Assembly in the General Assembly now in session at Peoria, 111.

3. That it be suggested that future General Assemblies of the two
branches of the Presbyterian Church in the LTnited States, hereafter, desig-

nate each other respectively by the places in which their sessions are ap-

pointed to be held.

4. That a certified copy of this action be at once transmitted to the Mod-
erator of the General Assembly now in session at Peoria, 111., and that the

Commissioners appointed be requested to repair to that body, and express to

them the fraternal and Christian regards of this General Assembly.
It was ordered that the substance of this report be communicated by tel-

egraph to the General Assembly now in session at Peoria, 111. Also that the Del-

egates from this Assembly be, in the same way, informed of their appointment.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer. [231]

Saturday, May 2M, 9 ocloch A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Roll was called, and the Minutes of the last session were read and

approved.

The following additional Commissioners were reported, and their names
were added to the Roll

:
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Joseph H. Towne, J). D., Minister, of the Presbytery of Milwaukee.
Archibald McDougall, ' " " " Cortland.

Charles F. Halsey, " " " Fox River.

Cicero B. Stevens, '•' " " Lake Superior.

Benjamin E. Miles, Elder. " " Bloom ington.

Seth Johnson. " " " Ontario.

Erastus S. Kelsey, " " " Watertown.
The annual report of the Board of Trustees of the Church Erection Fund

was read, accepted, and referred to the Standing Committee on Church Erection.

The annual report of the Trustees of the Presbyterian House was read,

accepted, and referred to the Standing Committee on Publication.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported supplies for the various

pulpits in the city and vicinity on the ensuing Sabbath.

The annual report of the Permanent Committee on Education for the Min-
istry was read, accepted, and referred to the Standing Committee on Education.

The annual report of the Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions was
read, accepted, and referred to the Standing Committee on Home Missions.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported that they had given leave

of absence to the following persons

:

J. Mills (lillctt, Minister, from the Presbytery of Grand Eiver.

William A. Booth, Elder, " " New York, 3d.

Leonard Batchelor, " " " Montrose.

The Committee to audit the annual report of the Treasurer of the General
Assembly reported, that they had examined it, with the vouchers, and found
it to be correct; and they recommend that it be approved, and printed in the

Appendix to the Minutes. The report w^as adopted.

Adjourned until Monday at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday^ May 25<A, 9 o'clock A. 31.

The Assembly met. and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The further calling of the Roll was dispensed with. [232]
The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The following additional Commissioners were reported, and their names
were added to the Roll

:

Henry J. Acker, Minister, from the Presbytery of Hudson.
Edwin J. Stewart, " " " Saginaw.

Reports were received from the Delegates appointed by the last Assembly
to Corresponding Bodies: from the Rev. George. C. Noyes, the Delegate to

the General Assembly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church ; from the

Rev. A. Bordman Lambert, D. D., the Delegate to the General Association

of Massachusetts; from the Rev. Jonathan B. Condit, D. D., the Delegate

to the General Conference of Maine ; from the Rev. Peter Snyder, the Dele-

gate to the General Convention of Vermont ; from the Rev. Zephaniah M.
Humphrey, the Delegate to the Presbyterian and Congregational Convention

of Wisconsin ; from the Rev. Stephen Bush, the Delegate to the General

Association of New Hamp.shire ; and from the Rev. James W. McLane, D. D.,

the Delegate to the General Association of Connecticut.

The reports were accepted, and ordered to be printed in the Appendix to

the Minutes.

Rev. Azariah Hyde, the Delegate from the General Convention of Vermont,

addressed the Assembly, and the Moderator responded.

A communication was received and read from Rev. George M. Adams, the

Delegate from the General Association of Massachusetts.
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At the request of the Mileage Committee, the time for the presentation

of the bills of the Commissioners, and the payment of funds, was extended

to the close of the fifth day of the present session.

The price of the printed Minutes was changed, in consequence of the in-

creased rate of printer's work, from forty cents, as determined by the Assem-
bly of 1854, to fifty cents.

The rate of contribution to the Contingent Fund, from those Presbyteries

that fail to comply with the Assembly's Plan of Mileage, was changed from
sixty cents per minister, as determined by the Assembly of 1858, to seventy-

five cents per minister.

Two members of the Committee of Bills and Overtures having obtained

leave of absence, Rev. Joseph H. Towne, D. D., and Mr. George Robertson,

were appointed in their place.

The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions presented their report,

which was adopted, and is as follows

:

In the judgment of the Standing Committee, the report submitted to the

Assembly is a document of great value, claiming not only the attention of

this General Assembly, but deserving a wide dissemination among the churches

of our denomination. The Permanent Committee deserve in a high degree

the commendation of the Assembly, and the thanks of the churches for the

diligence and [233] attention manifested in the general performance of the

duties assigned them in the matter of Foreign Missions, and in preparing

the report for the Assembly. The extensive circulation of this document
would be of value, not merely as furnishing information to the churches in

regard to the work actually accomplished in our denomination in the cause

of Missions, but as containing valuable suggestions to the churches, in regard

to what it is desirable should be done, and the best methods of accomplish-

ing the part to which we are called in spreading the Gospel through the

world. And the Committee, recommending the approval of the report to

the Assembly, express the earnest hope that measures will be taken to

place it, as far as possible, before all the members of the churches.

We deem it proper to add, that the Permanent Committee perform their

work without any expense to the Assembly or the Board.

With this general commendation of the report, there are a few points to

which the Standing Committee beg leave more particularly to direct the

attention of the Assembly :

—

The claims of the unevangelized on the churches represented in this As-
sembly ; the inadequate response which we have hitherto made to those

claims ; the number and position of the members of our Presbyteries who,
under the auspices of the American Board, have gone forth as heralds of a

Saviour's love to the nations enshrouded in darkness ; the strong attachment
felt by our missionary brethren to the Church to which they belong, and to

their beloved country, with most cheering intelligence of the blessings which
the Lord has vouchsafed to their labors, and urgent appeals for assistance to

gather the ripening harvest, under the weight of which they are nearly over-

whelmed
; the progress of the missions connected with the Board ; the neces-

sity of a large increase of funds and of missionaries, in order to sustain and carry

forward the missions already established ; the efforts which the Committee
have made to interest every church and every member of every church con-

nected with us, so as to secure liberal and systematic contributions to this

cause, and the relations of all our interests, as Christians and a Christian

Church, to the right performance of our duties towards the dying heathen.

The following points in the report should, in the opinion of your Committee,
receive the special attention of the Assembly and the churches

:
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1. That wo can now go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every
creature ; the barriers being all removed. 2. That we are bound to do it, by
the express ooniniand of Him who says :

" Ye are my friends, if ye do what-
soever I command you." 8. That we have entered on the work ; have been
blessed in it ; have now sixty of our ministers in the field, whom we know,
whose testimony we believe, and who tell us, in accents of deepest distress,

how the heathen rush to perdition in their ignorance and guilt, and how they
faint and fall, liocause left unaided by us to whom they look for re-enforce-

ments and supplies. 4. That God has given to [2o4] our people the ability,

if they have the mind, to yield the needed aid, .so far as men and money are

required
;
that every one of us can give at least the avails of one day's labor

each month
;
that this will produce more than four times the amount now

contributed ; and that we shall be held accountable for the willing heart to

co-operate with him, to that extent at least, in saving a lost world. 5. That
we have no good reason to presume, that the Great Head of the Church will

bless our labors at home, onr ministry and our missionary enterprises here,

our families, our fields, our flocks, anil our business pursuits, and our dearly

beloved country, and preserve to us our blessed heritage, while we are un-

mindful of the great work which he has so solemnly c(nnmitted to us, and
do little or nothing to bring the hundreds of millions, for whom he died, to

the knowledge of his love. 0. That the wonderi'ul work of the Holy Spirit,

on the hearts of the hundreds of Indians in chains at Mankato, during the

past winter, as related in the exceedingly interesting statement of Dr. Wil-

liamson, one of our missionaries to the Hakotas, should fill our hearts with
gratitude, and stimulate us to prayer and efi'ort for the oppressed and
wretched sons of the prairie and the forest, to whom we owe so much,
and for wlunn we have done so little.

Your Committee wonld suggest, that our admirable system of church

polity aftords the greatest facilities for reaching all our people, and bringing

them into line at the call of duty ; that, therefore, a greater measure of

responsibility attaches to the General Assembly and to the Presbyteries,

than has been recognized hitherto ; that it becomes our most solemn duty

to look this responsibility in the face ; that a just regard to the glory of our

God and King, to his parting command, to the salvation of the lost, to the

happiness of onr people, and to the peace and prosperity of our Zion in all

her enterprises and interests, demands that we shall adopt some measures,

through which these weighty and sacred obligations shall be laid upon the

conscience of every disciple of Christ within our Church, and shall be

pressed there, till the heart is moved, and the tithes are brought into the

storehouse.

W.e recommend the passage of the following resolutions:

ResolcecL That, in the removal of every obstacle to the preaching of the

Gospel, there is abundant cause for gratitude and encouragement, and the

strongest appeal to every friend of the lledeemer to enlist, to the extent of

his ability, in the work of evangelizing a lost world.

JResoh-ecI, That the fact, so painfully evident, that, as a Christian people,

we are not properly awake to the claims of the heathen, and are doing little

for their salvation compared with the ability which God has given us, is

one that should humble us, instruct us, and induce us to devote ourselves

henceforth while we live, our sons and our daughters, our means and our

prayers, with appropriate fidelity, to this great work.

Resolved, That this General Assembly, and the churches that we repre-

sent, are called upon to cherish and manifest the deepest iii[235]terest in the

work of Foreign Missions, as conducted by the American Board of Commis-
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sioners for Foreign Missions, with which we have been so long and so hap-

pily connected, and which has given us such abundant pi'oofs of the skill

and fidelity that have marked the management of its great trust, and of the

entii'e fairness of all its arrangements relating to the location of the mis-

sionaries connected with our Presbyteries, and their fi'eedom to act. accord-

ing to the dictates of their own judgment, as to the formation of Presby-

teries in their respective fields.

Resolved, That the General Assembly regard with great satisfaction the

result of measures, calculated to keep, more fresh and enduring, that bond
which unites us with peculiar regard to our own ministers and their beloved

partners in the missionary field, and we trust, that those dear brethren will

permit us to hear from them annually, hereafter, through the Permanent
Committee.

Resolved, That each Presbytery connected with the Assembly be earnestly

requested, to ari'ange, at their next meeting, for the thorough and systematic

presentation of the claims of the cause of Foreign Missions to each of their

churches, and, as far as possible, to every member thereof; and to appoint

one of their ministers or elders as the presbyterial agent for Foreign Mis-

sions, whose duty it shall be, to see that the cause is presented to each

church ; to report at each meeting of the Presbytery ; and also to report

annually, to the Permanent Committee of the Assembly, what each church
in the Presbytery has done for the cause during the year; and that the

Stated Clerk of each Presbytery be requested to furnish to the Permanent
Committee the name of the minister, or elder, who shall be appointed the

presbytei'ial agent for Foreign Missions.

Resolved. That the Stated Clerk of the Assembly be directed to supply
each of our foreign missionaries with a copy of the Minutes of each General
Assembly.
The term of office of William E. Dodge, Joseph H. Tuttle, Thomas Bond,

Edward A. Lambert, and Walter S. Griffith, as members of the Permanent
Committee, expires at this time. The Committee recommend that they be

re-elected.

The Rev. Septimus Tustin, D. D.. a Delegate from the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church, now in session at Peoria, 111., appeared in the

Assembly, and his name was entered upon the Roll.

The Judicial Committee presented a report. Pending the discussion of a

motion to adopt, the Assembly adjourned until 4 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [236]

Monday, May 25th, 4 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The folhiwing additional Commissioner was reported, and his name was
added to the Roll

:

Ellis J. Xewlin, Minister, of the Presbytery of Newark.
An invitation from the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, to visit

their fortieth exhibition, was received and unanimously accepted.

Resolved, That this Assembly cordially approve of the design and opera-

tions of the American Sunday-School Union
;
and tJiey renewedly commend

this national and catholic institution to the sympathy, prayers and benefac-

tions of the Church.

The Assembly resumed the consideration of the report of the Judicial

Committee. After debate, the report was re-committed.

It was made the order of the day for to-morrow, at 4J o'clock P. M., to
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hear the Delegates from the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church

now in session at Peoria, 111.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday, May 2Qth, 9 o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

Ordered, That, hereafter, the time occupied by the devotional exercises of

each morning be extended to one hour.

A Committee to nominate Delegates to Corresponding Bodies was appointed,

consisting of the Rev. Selden Haines, the Piev. Ellis J. Newlin, the Rev.

Charles Coolittle, and Messrs. William 8. Atchinson and John B. Porter.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported, that they had given leave

of absence to Mr. Frederick E. Piatt, from the Presbytery of Tioga.

A Committee, consisting of the Rev. Edward W. French, the Rev. Calvin

Waterbury, and the Rev. Henry J. Acker, was appointed to nominate a

preacher on Home Missions for the next Assembly.

The Treasurer of the Presbyterian Committee on Home Missions presented

his annual report, which was accepted and approved. [237]

The following additional Commissioner presented his credentials, and his

name was added to the Roll

:

Anthony Green, Elder, from the Presbytery of Milwaukee.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported, recommending that the

Lord's Supper be celebrated on Thursday, at 4 o'clock P. M., agreeably to

the following order : The Moderator to pre.side ; the Rev. Samuel H. Gridley,

D. D., to administer the Bread, and the Rev. Benjamin B. Parsons to admin-

ister the (!up ; the Elders, Ambrose White, David A. Smith, Russell Scarritt,

Calvin H. Chase, John A. Foot, and D. D. Dayton, M. D., to distribute the

Bread; and the Elders, Benedict D. Stewart, Daniel Hewson, George W.
Hoffman, Nathaniel C. Taylor, Spencer Kellogg, and Walter S. Griffith, to

distribute the Cup. The report was adopted.

The Special Committee, appointed by the last Assembly, on the establish-

ment of independent missions in Mexico and in Central and South America,

presented their report, which was accepted and put upon the docket.

It was made the order of the day for to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock, to

receive the report of the Committee on the State of the Country.

The Committee to nominate a Committee of Arrangements for the next

General Assembly recommended the appointment of the following persons

:

The Rev. S. Granby Specs, D. D., the Hon. Peter Odlin, and Messrs. Robert

W^. Steele, Winslow S. Phelps, and Preserved Smith. The report was adopted.

The Judicial Committee presented their revised report, which, after dis-

cussion, was again re-committed.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported Overture No. 1, as

follows

:

The Commissioners from the Synod of Missouri respectfully represent to

the General Assembly, that we have been unable to hold a meeting for two

years past—the disturbed state of affairs in our part of the country prevent-

ing. In accordance with the action of our Presbyteries, and the known wish

of our members, we request the General Assembly to authorize a meeting of

the Synod of Missouri, to be held on Friday, the 18th of September next, at

7 o'clock P. M., in Troy, Doniphan Co., Kansas, or to authorize the Stated

Clerk of the Synod to call a meeting at the time and place to be agreed upon
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by the members of the Synod, as he shall, by consultation, ascertain their

wish.

The Committee recommend the adoption of the latter alternative, namely,

that the Assembly authorize the Stated Clerk of the Synod to call a meeting

as suggested.

The recommendation was adopted.

Also, Overture No. 2, on the Eldership and Manses, from Mr. Joseph M.
Wilson, as follows : [238]

Having, for several years past, been examining the current history of the

Presbyterian Church, in order to prepare and publish all that could, in any
manner, tend to develop her power and progress, I have felt the need of

reliable data by which the numerical strength of the eldership could be

obtained.

Entering so largely into the polity of the Church, the importance of

inquiries on this subject is readily admitted, and I have thought that,

possibly, the time has arrived when it would be wise to institute these

inquiries.

A wide-spread correspondence with ministers and elders has led me to

believe that good might result from inquiries into the condition of the

Church, regarding the efforts made by the people to provide comfortable

homes for their ministers, known as manses. In the present state of affairs,

all that could be expected would be inquiries upon the subject, with a

request that, in the " Narrative of the State of Religion," which each Pres-

bytery now makes to the General Assembly, they also report the efforts

made to provide such homes for the ministry.

These matters have such a direct bearing upon the polity of the Presby-

terian Church, that I trust the General Assembly may take such action in

the premises as, in their judgment, the cause demands. In order to present

the subject in a tangible form. I ask the privilege of presenting the follow-

ing Overture

:

This General Assembly requires the churches to report, to the Presby-

teries to which they severally belong, the number of ruling elders connected

with each church, said number to be reported in the usual way by the Pres-

byteries for publication in the Statistical Table of the Minutes of the Gen-
eral Assemjily, and that each Presbytery include, in their Narrative of the

State of Religion, what provision has been made, or is now being made, to

erect manses, and thereby furnish comfortable homes for the ministry.

The Overture was referred to a Special Committee, consisting of the Rev.

Asa D. Smith, D. D., the Rev. George E. Pay, D. D., the Rev. J. Glent-

worth Butler, and Messrs. William E. Dodge, George W. Lane, and Edward
A. Lambert.

Also, Overture No. 3, with an answer, which was put upon the docket.

An invitation was received from the Camden and Atlantic Railroad Com-
pany, inviting the Assembly to take a free excursion upon their road to and
from Atlantic City. N. J. The invitation was accepted, with the thanks of

the Assembly, and Saturday was designated as the time for the excursion.

Twenty-five copies of an engraved picture of the Union Refreshment
Saloon were presented to the Assembly, which were accepted with thanks.

x\djourned until 4 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [239]

Tuesday, Majj 26fh, 4 o clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

U
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The Rev. Septimas Tustin. D. D., and Mr. John M. Harper, Delegates

from the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church now in session in

Peoria, 111., addressed the Assembly, and the Moderator responded.

The Assembly then united in singing the hymn commencing with the

words, " Blest be the tie that binds," and were led in prayer by the Rev.
Samuel H. Cox, D. D., LL.D.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Wnhesdai/, May 27th, 9 o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour of the session was occupied with devotionarl exercises.

An invitation from the Academy of Natural Sciences to visit their institu-

tion was received, and accepted with thanks.

Resolved, That the Committee, to whom was referred the subject of Manses,

be requested to inquire and report in. respect to the number and extent of

pastoral libraries connected with our churches.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported that they had given leave

of absence to

Rev. Charles Anderson, of the Presbytery of Cayuga.
•' John C. Smith, D. D., " District of Columbia.

Mr. David Gillmur, " New York, Third.

" William W. Parkhurst, " Newark.
" Isaac L'Hommedieu, " Portage.
" William D. Walcott, " Utica.'

The Standing Committee on Publication presented their report, which was
accepted, and put upon the docket.

The following additional Commissioner and Delegate were reported, and

their names were added to the Roll

:

Rev. Zephaniah M. Humphrey, of the Presbytery of Chicago.

Rev. Theodore W. J. Wylie, D. D.. Delegate from the General Synod of

the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America.

The Committee on the State of the Country presented their report, which

was accepted.. Pending its discussion, the Assembly adjourned until 4

o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [^•iO]

Wednesday, May 27th, 4 o'clock P. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

It was made the first order of the day for to-morrow morning, to receive

the report of the Standing Committee on Education ; and the second order

to receive the report of the Standing Committee on Home Missions.

The report of the Committee on the Polity of the Church, previously pre-

sented and accepted, was adopted, and is as follows :

The Committee on the Polity of the Church have had under consideration

the following Overture from the Presbytery of Genesee

:

Overture of the Presbytery of Genesee to the General Assembly meeting

at Philadelphia, May 21st, 1863.

We petition for a revision of the Directory for Worship, with a view to

the following points

:

1. To reclaim the Sabbath afternoon, or evening, expressly for family

instruction, and to enforce the duty of parents.

2. To give a constitutional recognition to the Sabbath-school, as a cherished
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instrumentality of the Churcli for the nurture of her own youth, and the

evangelization of others ; and to provide that the time appropriated be

ample, as esteeming this to be a cardinal means of grace.

3. To restrict its assemblies, in all ordinary cases, to one part of the day,

so as to avoid trenching upon the time appropriated to the paramount duties

of parents.

4. To secure to the pastor, unequivocally, as the divinely-appointed teacher

of the lambs of the flock, the prerogative, and hold him to the responsibility,

of presidency over the school, with provision for a vice-president, or super-

intendent, to serve in the absence of the pastor.

5. To recognize the church session as invested with authority, and respon-

sible for the details of the organization, the appointment and removal of

teachers, and the whole government of the school.

6. To provide for such a system of distinctive instruction as will secure to

our youth a thorough training, not only in the doctrines of grace, but in the

principles of order which the Scriptures set forth, and keep continually before

their minds the burden of baptismal obligations, and the value of covenant

privileges, as sealed to the children of God's people.

The Committee recommend, that the Assembly reply to the above Over-

ture as follows

:

The matters, in view of which the Presbytery of Genesee ask a revision

of the Directory for Worship, are mainly such that, according to our Consti-

tution, it is already competent to every [241] church to regulate them for

itself, agreeably to its own views of what will best promote its growth and

spiritual welfare.

The Directory for Worship expresses the opinion of the Church, that the

evenings of the Lord's day, after public worship, should be sacredly reserved

for the religious instruction of children by their parents. (See Chap. XV.,
sec. 5.)

The Sunday-school—like all the religious institutions and agencies of each

individual church—is, and ought to be, under the watch and care of the

session ; and should be regarded, not as superseding, but as co-operating with,

the entire system of pastoral instruction, the responsibilities of which it

should not in any manner diminish.

There is,nothing in our Constitution which prescribes the number of pub-

lic services to be held on the Lord's day, or which restrains any church from
appropriating to the Sunday-school such a portion of the day as may seem
to them desirable.

The peculiar position of baptized children as members of the Church, to

be, as members, trained in all Christian virtues and duties, is so expressly set

forth in our standards, that no revision of them could present it with greater

clearness, or in a more authoritative form. (See " Confession," Chap. XXY.,
sec. 2 ;

" Larger Catechism," Ques. 16G ;
" Form of Government," Chap. II.,

sees. 2, 4 ;
" Book of Discipline," Chap. I., sec. 6 ;

" Directory for Worship,"

Chap. IX., sees. 1-3.)

The Assembly, therefore, judge that no necessity demands the revision

which is asked for, and simply recommend to the churches to conform their

ideas and usages to our own standards.

The Bev. Hervey D. Ganse, a Delegate from the General Synod of the

Reformed Protestant Dutch Church in North America, appeared, requesting

that a correspondence be opened with the body that he represents.

The subject was referred to a Committee, consisting of the Bev. Samuel H.

Cox, D. i)., LL.D., the Bev. Albert Barnes, and the Bev. Philemon H*
Fowler, D. D.
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The Rev. Mr. Ganse was invited to a seat in the Assembly as a correspondent.

The Assembly resumed the consideration of the unfinished business,

namely, the report of the Committee on the State of the Country. The
report was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Committee on the State of the Country beg leave to submit to the

General Assembly the following preamble and resolutions

:

Whereas, A rebellion, most unjust and causeless in its origin, and unholy

in its objects, now exists in this country, against the Government established

bv the wisdom and sacrifices of our fathers, rendering necessary the employ-

ment of the armed forces of the nation to suppress it, and involving the

land in the horrors of civil war
;
and [-"^-]

Whereas, The distinctly avowed purpose of the leaders of this rebellion is

the dissolution of our national Union, the dismemberment of the country,

and the establishment of a new confederacy within the present territorial

limits of the United States, based on the system of human slavery as its

chief corner-stone ; and
Whereas, From the relation of the General Assembly to the churches which

they represent, and as citizens of the Republic, and in accordance with the

uniform action of our Church in times of great national peril, it is eminently

proper that this General Assembly should give expression to its views, in a

matter so vitally aifecting the interests of good government, liberty, and

religion ; and
Whereas, On two previous occasions since the war commenced, the General

Assembly has declared its sentiments in regard to this rebellion, and its

determination to sustain the Government in this crisis of our national exist-

ence ;
and

Whereas, Unequivocal and decided as has been our testimony on all pre-

vious occasions, and true and devoted asvhas been the loyalty of our min-

isters, elders, and people, this General Assembly deems it a duty to the

Church and the country, to utter its deliberate judgment on the same general

subject ; therefore,

Resolved, 1. That this General Assembly solemnly re-affirms the principles

and repeats the declarations, of previous General Assemblies of our Church, so

far as applicable to this subject and to the present aspect of public affairs.

2. That in explanation of our views, and as a further and solemn expression

of the sentiments of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the

United States of America, in regard to the duty of those whom we represent,

and of all the American people at the present time, we now declare,

First, That civil government is ordained of God ; and that submission to a

lawful government, and to its acts in its proper sphere, is a duty binding on

the conscience, and required by all the principles of our religion, as a part of

our allegiance to God.

Second, That while there is, in certain respects, a ground of distinction be-

tween a government, considered as referring to the Constitution of a country,

and an administration, considered as referring to the existing agencies,

through which the principles and provisions of the Constitution are admin-

istered
;
yet, the government of a country, to which direct allegiance and

loyalty are due at any time, is the administration duly placed in power. Such

"an administration is the government of a nation ; having a right to execute

the laws, and to demand the entire, unqualified, and prompt obedience of all

who are under its authority ; and resistance to such a government is rebellion

and treason.

Third, That the present administration of the United States, duly elected

under the Constitution, is the government in the land, to which, alone, under
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God, all the citizens of this nation owe allegiance ; who, as such, are to be
honored and obeyed ; whose efforts to defend the government against rebellion

are to be sustained ; and that all attempts to resist, or set aside, the action

of the law[243Jfully-constituted aiithorities of the government, in any way,
by speech or action, to oppose, or embarrass, the measures which it may
adopt to assert its lawful authority, except in accordance with the forms pre-

scribed by the Constitution, are to be regarded as treason against the nation,

as giving aid and comfort to its enemies, and as rebellion against God.
Fourth. That, in the execution of the laws, it is the religious duty of all

good citizens, promptly and cheerfully to sustain the Government by every

means in their power ; to stand by it in its peril ; and to afford all needful

aid in suppressing insurrection and rebellion, and restoring obedience to lawful

authority in every part of the land.

3. That, much as we lament the evils, the sorrows, the sufferings, the

desolations, the sad moral influences of war, and its effect on the religion and
churches of the land ; much as we have suffered in our most tender relations

;

yet the war, in our view, is to be prosecuted with all the vigor and power of

the nation, until peace shall be the result of victor}^, until rebellion is com-
pletely subdued, until the legitimate power and authority of the Government
is fully re-established over every part of our territorial domain, and until the

flag of the nation shall wave as the emblem of its undisputed sovereignty

;

and that, to the prosecution and attainment of this object, all the resources

of the nation in iuen and wealth should be solemnly pledged.

4. That the Government of these United States, as provided for by the

Constitution, is not only founded iipon the great doctrine of human rights, as

vested by God in the individual man, but is also expressly declared to be the

supreme civil atithority in the land, forever excluding the modern doctrine

of secession as a civil or political right ; that, since the existing rebellion

finds no justification in the facts of the case, or the Constitution of the United
States, in any law, human or divine, the Assembly can regard it only as

treason against the nation, and a most offensive sin in the sight of God, justly

exposing its authors to the retributive vengeance of earth and Heaven ; that
this rebellion, in its origin, history, and measures, has been distinguished by
those qualities which most sadly evince the depravity of our nature, especially

in seeking to establish a new nationality on this continent, based on the per-

petual enslavement and oppression of a weak and long-injured race ; that the
national forces are, in the view of this Assembly, called out, not to wage war
against another government, but to suppress insurrection, preserve the su-

premacy of law and order, and save the country from anarchy and ruin.

5. That, in such a contest, with such principles and interests at stake, not
only affecting the peace, prosperity, and happiness of this our beloved country
for all future time, but involving the cause of human liberty throughout the
world, loyalty, unreserved and unconditional, to the constitutionally-elected

Government of the United States, not as the transient passion of the hour, but
as the intelligent and permanent state of the public conscience, rising [244]
above all questions of party politics, rebuking and opposing the foul s])irit

of treason, whenever and in whatever form exhibited, speaking earnest words
of truth and soberness al'le through the pulpit, the press, and in all the
walks of domestic and social life, making devout supplications to God, and
giving the most cordial support to those who are providentially intrusted

with the enactment and execution of the laws, is not only a sacred Christian

obligation, but is indispensable, if we would save the nation, and perpetuate
the glorious inheritance that we possess, to future generations.

G. That the system of human bondage as existing in the slaveholding
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States, so palpably the root and cause of this whole insurrectionary move-
ment, not only is a violation of the dearest rights of human nature, but is

essentially hostile to the letter and spirit of the Christian religion ; that the
evil character and demoralizing tendencies of this system, so properly de-

scribed, and justly condemned, by the General Assemblies of our Church,
especially from 1818 to the present time, have been placed in the broad
light of day by the history of this existing rebellion ; that, in the sacrifices

and desolations, the cost of treasure and blood caused thereby, the Assembly
recognizes the chastening hand of God, applied to the punishment of national

sins, especially the sin of Slavery ; that, in the Proclamation of Emancipa-
tion issued by the President as a war-measure, and submitted by him to the
considerate judgment of mankind, the Assembly recognizes with devout
gratitude that wonder-working providence of God, by which military neces-

sities become the instruments of justice, in breaking the yoke of oppression,

and causing the oppressed to go free ; and further, that the Assembly be-

seeches Almighty God in his own time to remove the last vestiges of Slavei'y

from this country, and give to the nation, preserved, disciplined, and purified,

a peace that shall be based on the principles of eternal righteousness.

7. That this General Assembly commends the President of the United
States, and the members of his Cabinet, to the care and guidance of the

great Ruler of nations, praying that they may have that wisdom which is

profitable to direct ; and, also, that the patriotism and moral sense of the

people may give to them all that support and co-operation, which the exi-

gencies of their position and the perils of the nation so urgently demand.
8. That, in the ardor with which so many members of our churches, and

of the churches of all the religious denominations of our land, have gone
forth to the defence of our country, placing themselves upon her altars in

this struggle for national life, we see an illustration, not only of the prin-

ciple of patriotism, but of the principles of our holy religion ; that, in the

readiness with which such vast numbers have, at the call of their country,

devoted themselves to its service, we see a demonstration, which promises

security to our institutions in all times of future danger ; that we tender the

expression of our admiration and hearty thanks to all the officers and men
of our army and navy ; that those who have [245] nobly fallen, and those

who survive, have secured an imperishable monument in the hearts of their

countrymen ; and that this Assembly regards all efibrts for the physical

comfort, or spiritual good, of our heroic defenders, as among the sweetest

charities, which gratitude can impose, or grateful hands can minister.

9. That this General Assembly exhorts all the churches and ministers,

connected with this branch of the Presbyterian Church, and all our country-

men, to stand by their country ; to pray for it; to discountenance all forms

of complicity with treason
; to sustain those who ai'e placed in civil or mili-

tary authority over them : and to adopt every means, and at any cost, which

an enlightened, self-sacrificing patriotism may suggest, as appropriate to the

wants of the hour
; having on this subject one heart and one mind ; waiting

hopefully on Providence
;
patient amid delays ;

undaunted by reverses
;
per-

sistent and untiring in effort, until, by the blessing of God, the glorious

motto, " One country, one Constitution, and one destiny," shall be en-

throned, as the sublime fact of the present, and the more sublime harbinger

of the future.

10. That this General Assembly tenders its affectionate condolence, and

heartfelt sympathy, to the bereaved families of all the heroic men who have

fallen in this contest for national life
;
and especially to the families of the

officers and members of our churches, who have poured out their lives on
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the altar of tlieir country, witli the assurance that they will not be forgotten,

in their bereavement, by us, or by a grateful people.

11. That a copy of this action, duly authenticated, be transmitted to the

President of the United States, by the hands of those members of the As-

sembly, who are about to visit Washington city ; and that this paper be read

in all our pulpits.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tliursdaij, May 28th, 9 o'clock A. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour of the session was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures presented Overture No. 1, on the

Sanctification of the Sabbath, as follows :

Resolved, 1. That, inasmuch as " the Sabbath was made for man," by the

omniscient God, and is indispensable to our highest social, civil, and religious

welfare, this General Assembly regards it as not only the duty, but the

right and privilege of all men to " remember the Sabbath-day to keep it

holy."

2. That, as the law of the Sabbath is divinely given, without [24G] limita-

tion of time, and unrepealed, its claims for our obedience are supreme and

perpetual.

3. That, in order to give full power to the Gospel in the salvation of souls,

professors of religion, and ministers of the Gospel especially, should carefully

sanctify the Lord's day, and give no countenance, directly or indirectly, to its

desecration.

4. That the physical and mental, as well as moral interests of man demand
the day of holy rest ; and that the entire community should manifest a grate-

ful appreciation of this gift of Heaven, by an unperverted sacred observance

of the Christian Sabbath.

5. That, at this time of public strife, of fearful anxiety and suffering,

while we are heartily loyal to our Government, we should most sincerely

deprecate and deplore any unnecessary labor review, or battle on the Lord's

day ; lest, by disloyalty to God, we dishonor Him, incur His fierce indigna-

tion, and, as a sad result, meet with signal defeat to our arms, and terrible

calamities to our nation, from Him who is the God of battles and of nations,

and who honors them that honor Him.
6. That it be earnestly reqviested of all the pastors of our churches, fully

to instruct their people as to the duty and importance of carefully sanctify-

ing the entire Sabbath, individually, in the family, and in the community
;

in order that its healthful instructions, and its holy, saving influence, may
everywhere permeate the State, the nation, and the world.

7. That each pa.stor and stated supply of our churches be requested, at

some time during the present year, to preach especially upon the Sanctifica-

tion of the Christian Sabbath.

The Committee recommended its adoption, and at their suggestion the Rev.

Russell S. Cook, the secretary of the Sabbath Committee of New York, was

invited to speak, and addressed the Assembly on the subject.

The report was adopted.

It was made the first order of the day for to-morrow morning to consider

the report of the Standing Committee on Publication.

The Standing Committee on Education presented their report, which was

adopted, and is as follows

:
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The Standing Committee on Education respectfully report, that the annual
statement of the Permanent Committee on Education, gives gratifying evi-

dence of the wide interest felt in our churches in this department of evan-
gelical labor, the correctness of the general principles on which it has been
conducted, and the economy, efficiency, and wisdom with which it has been
prosecuted. Many difficulties were to be overcome, before a comprehensive
system, which should command the hearty and unanimous co-operation of
all our churches, could be secured ; but such progress has been made, as to

promise, at no distant day, the fullest acceptance of the plan now in opera-
tion throughout our entire bounds. The rendering of aid to one hundred
and one young men, recommended [247] by the Presbyteries and preparing
for the ministry, the payment of a large part of the appropriation required,

and the collection of more than fifteen thousand dollars, by means of which
this^ has been accomplished, from churches not exceeding in number one-

fourth of those which may be expected to contribute, show that much has
been done, and, at the same time, that much remains to be done. Faithfully

as some of the Presbyteries have endeavored to carry out the plan of the

Assembly, earnestly as many portions have labored to give it efficacy, and
liberally as many of our churches have responded, it is evident, from the

printed report of receipts, which should be carefully examined by every

member of the Assembly for this object, that the work of seeking to bring

pious young men of promising gifts into the ministry, and aiding them while

in a course of preparation, has still an imperfect hold upon the afi'ections and
confidence of not a few who ought to be its warmest friends. The Pernument
Committee, therefore, have judged wisely, in calling attention anew to a num-
ber of important principles and suggestions, a careful attention to which is

evidently essential to the successful prosecution of this great work. These
are,—the importance of a sense of personal responsibility, in this department

of extra labor, in the breast of every minister of Christ, and every Christian

parent ; the careful training of children in the family, and through the ordi-

nary preaching of the Gospel, for self-denying life ; the faithful attendance

of Presbyteries to the details of the plan adopted by the Assembly, and

especially the duty of becoming thoroughly satisfied with the piety, good

sense, and aptness to teach of those whom they recommend for aid
;
fidelity,

on the part of every church, in taking without fail an annual collection for

this object; and the desirableness of the establishment of scholarships by
persons of property.

Ko one thing, perhaps, has operated more injuriously upon the education

work of the Church than a lurking impression, in many minds, that young
men thus aided are, in general, below the average of their fellows, and that

many are helped who ought never to be in the ministry.

That the great expectations of the Church are not in all cases fulfilled,

none can deny. That mistakes and omissions may and will be made, so long

as men are not infallible, must be admitted. But such cases do not stand

alone. Parents are sometimes disappointed in their children ;
merchants in

their clerks ; the Grovernment in its officers. We have no right, therefore, to

expect, in the selection of young men to be aided, an absolute freedom from

error, such as is demanded in no other relations, and such as nothing less

than omniscience could secure.

But what the Christian community have a right to expect is, that very

great care should be taken in the selection of candidates to be aided, and

that all, who are in any way concerned in introducing young men, through

the aid of the Church, into the ministry, should do all that human wisdom

and caution, Christian fidelity and conscientiousness, can do to prevent the
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benefactions [248] of the Church from being wasted in the raising up of an
inferior and inefficient ministry.

According to the present plan of the Assembly, the responsibility rests,

in the first place, upon the pastors and elders of the church to which the

applicant belongs, without the recommendation of whom no application can

ordinarily be considered ; and next upon the Presbytery or its (Committee

;

and if these parties, after carefully and thoroughly examining the evidences

of his piety, and in view of his mental aptitude and other qualities, present

him as in their judgment called to the work of the ministry, a very con-

siderable degree of security against error in the selection of young men
would seem to be obtained.

But, in view of the great importance of this point, the Standing Commit-
tee liave been led to inquire, whether the security might not be still further

increased, by the addition of quarterly reports from the teacher or teachers

of every candidate aided, in respect to his Christian and intellectual charac-

ter and development, and other prominent qualifications required of those

who seek the office of a bishop. It is certain that such testimonies, from
time to time, would furnish the Permanent Committee and the Presbyteries

with some fair means of judging whether the gifts and traits, necessary to

make a good minister of Jesus Christ, were becoming steadily developed in

the young men aided. The quarterly schedule of expenses, hitherto required,

against which objections are sometimes urged, might thus, except in a very

general manner, be omitted. In the other branch of the Presbyterian Church
this method has been adopted, and with very satisfactory results.

It is therefore recommended that the Fifth Rule of the Assembly for

aiding young men be altered to read as follows

:

" 5. Annual appropriations to students shall not ordinarily exceed one

hundred and twenty dollars to theological students, one hundred dollars to

collegiate students, and eighty dollars to academic students ; nor be such as

to cause a student's annual income to exceed two hvmdred and fifty dollars.

Each student, before receiving an appropriation, shall forward, or cause to be

forwarded, to the Permanent Committee, a particular report from his instruc-

tor, or instructors, or from some correspondent of the Permanent Committee,

showing his standing for piety, talents, scholarship, diligence, punctuality,

prudence, good manners, freedom from expensive and offensive social habits,

health, economy, and general good influence. At the close of the year, a

copy of these quarterly reports shall be furnished, by the Permanent Com-
mittee, to the Presbytery recommending him. The student shall, also, at

the same time, make to the Presbytery, in writing, a report as to his progress,

wants, and prospects. Presbyteries, recommending students, shall renew

their applications, from year to year, after receiving and considering such

reports
;
and shall specify the amount necessary for the student, for the year

for which the application is made." E-^"^'^]

The reports, from Auburn, Lane, and LTnion Theological Seminaries, show
them to be less unfavorably affected by the war than was apprehended

;
and,

on the whole, to be in a prosperous condition ; but requiring to be more
amply endowed, in order to reach their highest usefulness.

The work of construction, in regard to our Educational System, i's sub-

stantially finished. What is now needed is a united, hearty, and persistent

effort to secure the great end before us.

We recommend to the Assembly to adopt the following resolutions

:

Resioh-ed, 1. That the success of our Plan of p]ducation for the Ministry,

the past year, has been such, as to justify and strengthen the confidence of

the Church in its economy and efficiency.
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2. That the earnest and hearty co-operation of the pastors, churches, and

Presbyteries in the plan, marked out and described in the " Educational

Manual," is essential to the highest prosperity of the Church ; and that a

careful attention to the rules and suggestions on the ninth, twelfth, and four-

teenth pages be recommended to all the members of the Presbyteries.

3. That, in order the more effectually to secure an annual collection for

Education from every church, the question be recommended to be regularly

placed upon the docket of business in each Presbytery, at the meeting next

previous to the meeting of the Assembly : Has the Education Collection

been taken in your church within the past year?

The Committee nominate the following persons as members of the Perma-

nent Committee for three years, to take the place of those whose term of

service has expired : Rev. John J. Owen, D. D., LL.D., Piev. Jonathan F.

Stearns, I). D., and Messrs. Jesse W. Benedict, AVilliam W. Wickes, and

Salem H. Wales.

The Committee, to whom was referred the proposition of the General

Synod of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church, to institute a correspond-

ence with this body, reported. Before the discussion closed, upon a motion

to adopt the report, the Assembly adjourned until 4 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

TJnirsdm/, May 28th, 4 o'clock P. M.

The Assembly met, agreeably to previous arrangement, for the celebration

of the Lord's Supper ; and, in union with a number of Christians, who
accepted the invitation to participate with them, united in the celebration of

the ordinance.

The report of the Special Committee on the establishment of independent

missions in ^lexico. Central America, and South America, was referred to the

Standing Committee on Foreign Missions. [250]

The Committee on Mileage presented their report

:

The Mileage Committee respectfully report

:

That 76 Presbyteries have paid their full quota of five cents for each com-

municant, to the General Assembly's Fund, as follows

:

Catskill, St. Lawrence, Geneva, Chemung, Ithaca, AVellsborough, Lyons,

Cayuga, Tioga, Delaware, Buffalo, Ontario, Genesee, Hudson, North River,

Long'island, New York, 3d. New York. 4th. Brooklyn, Newark, Montrose,

Wilmington, Philadelphia, 3d. Philadelphia, 4th, Harrisburgh, Erie, Pitts-

burgh, Monroe. Marshall, Washtenaw, Kalamazoo, Coldwater, Saginaw,

Grand River Valley, Lake Superior, Grand River, Huron, Trumbull, Cleve-

land, Maumee, Scioto, Cincinnati, Dayton, Hamilton, Ripley, Salem, Madi-

son, Indianapolis. Green Castle, Crawfordsville, Fort Wayne, Illinois, Schuyler,

Wabash, Alton, Ottawa, Knox, Galena, Chicago, Belvidere, Blonmington,

Milwaukee, Fox River, Columbus, Des Moines, Keokuk, Iowa City, Dubuque,

Cedar Valley, Dakota, Minnesota, Winona, St. Louis, Lexington, Northern

Missouri, and Kansas.

That 6 Presbyteries have paid in full to the Contingent Fund, at the rate

of seventy-five cents for each minister, and have paid, in addition, a portion

of the mileage assessment, viz.

:

Albany, Watertown, Utica, Onondaga, Rochester, Rockaway.

That 11 Presbyteries have paid to the Contingent Fund, at the rate of

seventy-five cents for each minister, viz.

:

Champlain, Columbia, Steuben, Otsego, Chenango, Genesee Valley, Mead-

ville, Detroit, Athens, Franklin, St. Joseph.

That 1 Presbytery, Troy, has contributed to the Contingent Fund at the
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rate of fifty-three cents for each minister : and one, Logansport, at the rate

of sixty cents.

That 11 Presbyteries have contributed nothing towards the expenses of

the General Assembly, viz. :

Oswego, Cortland, Niagara. District of Columbia, Portage, Elyria, Patas-

kala, Chariton, San Francisco, Sierra Nevada, San Jose.

The amount received by the Mileage Committee is $-1987.81

The amount of bills audited and allowed for mileage and ex-

penses is 4607.60
The estimate presented by the Stated Clerk for the Contingent

Expenses of the Assembly is 900.00

Leaving a balance toward the payment of the mileage bills of 4087.82
A sum that will pay eightj'-five cents on the dollar of the amount of said

bills.

The Committee would, therefore, recommend that eighty-five per cent, of

the bills for mileage and necessary expenses of the Commissioners to this

Assen)bly, as audited by the Committee, be paid to them, and that the

balance be paid to the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, to be applied

to the Contingent Fund.
Your Committee would also recommend, that five cents for each com-

municant be assessed on the Presbyteries, for the necessary [251] expenses

of the Commissioners and for the Contingent Fund of the next General

Assembly.
The report was adopted, and the Committee were instructed to pay the

bills of the Commissioners, according to the proposed ratio, and the balance

to the Stated Clerk for the contingent expenses of the Assembly.
The Assembly resumed the consideration of the unfinished business, viz.,

the report of the Committee on Correspondence with the General Synod of

the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church. Before closing the discussion, the

Assembly adjourned until to-morrow, 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 29<7i, 9 o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met. and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.
The Standing Committee on Home Missions presented their report. It

was accepted
;
and, after an address by the Secretary of the Permanent

Committee, was put upon the docket.

The Assembly proceeded to the first order of the day, namely, the consid-

eration of the report of the Standing Connnittee on Publication. The
report was accepted, and the resolutions appended to it were adopted. It

is as follows

:

The Standing Committee on Publication, to whom were referred the
eleventh annual report of the Permanent Publication Committee, and the

ninth annual report of the Trustees of the Presbyterian House, beg leave

to report

:

That the experience and policy of all the principal denominations of

Christians in this country and elsewhere demonstrate the indispensableness

of a publishing agency, specially in the interest and under the control of

each ecclesiastical communion
; and it was the slowly, but irresistibly, pro-

duced conviction of this, from which sprang the Permanent Publication

Committee in our catholic and co-operative Church. The lessons of the past

year, and particularly those that have been learned from the missionary sec-
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tion of our home field, deepen the conviction previously formed. The atten-

tion of the Assembly is particularly called to that portion of the report

referred to us. entitled, " Our Publications Wanted."

While the indispensableness of our own publishing agency is no longer an

open question among us, the expediency of certain measures, undertaken by
it, was spoken of, as rather doubtful by the report of the Standing Com-
mittee on Publication, presented to the last General Assembly ; and, in con-

sequence of that, and of the discussions that ensued, the subject was referred

to a Special Committee, with instructions to report to this body. Your
Committee [252] beg leave to submit herewith, as their views on the con-

troverted points, and to which they trust your sanction will be given, a

document prepared for another occasion, and to request its publication by
the Permanent Committee.

If it be conceded that we must have a publishing agency of our own, and,

if there be a concurrence in it, as now presented by the Publication Commit-

tee, it is obvious that the resources for it ought to be greatly increased. The
whole scheme is exposed to contempt, if, after a trial of eleven years, it is

left at its present scale of donations and sales ; and we cannot expect the

officers and members of the Committee to continue their assiduous services

to us, while the cau.se is apparently so much depreciated by us. While they

labor unsparingly, they are put to the mortification of reporting the small

sum of $4212.4-4, as received the last year from contributions and $15,722.33

from sales. Their management of the finances has been most economical and

skilful. The expenses were reduced more than one thousand dollars, the

year just closed ; and the books are so kept, that the profit and loss in each

department of business and from each publication, may be accurately deter-

mined.

Can anything be done to bring the pecuniary investment in it into much
nearer proportions to the magnitude of the cause, and to a nearer approach

to what is made by other denominations ? Your Committee beg leave to

present a few suggestions on this topic.

1. A depository of our publications might be established in the City of

New York, containing as full a supply as that in the City of Philadelphia,

and so maintained as to meet its own expenses, and to diffuse interest in the

cause and greatly promote the circulation of the publications. Indeed, the

General Assembly of 1854 directed that '• all publications should issue simul-

taneously in New York and Philadelphia."

2. Our Sunday-schools may cast more than mites into the treasury, not

only by the purchase of our books, but the employment of our depository in

purchasing supplies for their libraries from different publication houses.

3. The''' Church Psalmist" may be more extensively introduced into our

churches ; and, with a view to this, the cautions and recommendations of the

last General Assembly ought to be brought again, and more carefully, to the

attention of our judicatories and congregations. (Minutes of the last Assem-

bly, p. 30.)

4. A more extensive agency may be employed, to acquaint the ministers

and members of our churches witli the merits and necessities of the cause,

and to procure contributions to it. These are but little understood, compared

with those of our other great enterprises, and they will not be appreciated

and responded to until they are sounded forth, and echoed, and re-echoed by

the living voice.

5. An earnest and persistent effort may be at once begun, to collect a fund

of $50,000 ; forty thousand of which n'light be ap[253]propriated towards

swelling the now small capital of the Publication Committee, and ten thou-
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sand towards reducing the incumbrance on the Presbyterian House. Without
such an increase of capital, the Committee can perform only a diminutive

work. The production of each work involves an outlay, the income from
which is necessarily more or less remote. Copyrights, stereotype plates,

paper, printing, and binding must be promptly paid for, while sales are

delayed to distant days ; and this is pre-eminently true of the kind of works,

which we wish our Committee to issue. The capital of the Book Concern of

the Methodist Episcopal Church, North, is about $700,000 ; that of the other

branch of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. is $225,000 ; and the Bap-
tist Church have recently added considerably to their previously large capital.

Ours is only about $20,000.

6. A minister or elder may be appointed in each Presbytery, to act as the

special agent of the Committee, to diffuse information, to circulate tracts and

bound volumes, and to provide for bringing the cause annually to the notice

of each church in the Presbytery to which he belongs, and to procure con-

tributions for it.

Your Committee recommend the adoption of the following resolutions

:

1. That the General Assembly have a confirmed conviction of the indis-

pensableness of a publishing agency under its own auspices and control

;

that its books should be those of a practical and experimental, as well as of

a doctrinal character ; and that they should issue from its publishing agency,

and not from private houses.

2. That the thanks of the Church are due, and are hereby expressed, by
the General Assembly, to the Permanent Publication Committee, for the

wisdom, zeal, patience and liberality, with which they have served the cause

committed to them, and that entire confidence is reposed in the spirit and
policy by which they are promoting it.

3. That the Permanent Publication Committee is hereby instructed, to

provide for a constantly full depository of our tracts and books in the City

of New York.

4. That it is recommended to our Sunday-schools to supply themselves
with our Sunday-school books, and employ our depositories in New York
and Philadelphia, when they seek such an agency to supply their libraries.

5. That this General Assembly hereby re-affirm the action of the last

General Assembly in reference to the Church Psalmist, and that the Stated

Clerk is directed to notify it to the Presbyteries, and report to the next
General Assembly what attention has been paid to it.

6. That each Presbytery annually appoint a minister or elder to see to it,

that the Publication cause is presented annually to the churches in its con-

nection, to secure contributions to it, and that these agents report their

labors to the Secretary of the Permanent Committee as early as the 1st of

April of each year. [254]
7. That the Permanent Committee be advised to employ a salaried agency

for the present, to communicate information, in regard to the Publication

cause, and to stimulate liberality to it.

8. That the Permanent Committee are directed, if in their judgment it is

expedient, to inaugurate and vigorously to prosecute an effort to raise a fund
of $50,000 ; forty thousand of which shall be applied as their capital in

trade, and ten thousand towards the removal of the incumbrance on the

Presbyterian House ; and that, as the money is raised, and whatever portion

of it is raised, be appropriated, in the ratio of four to the Publication Com-
mittee, and of one to the Trustees of the Presbyterian House.

9. That Rev. John Jenkins, J). D., Rev. J. Glentworth Butler, Charles S.

Wurts, M. D., Samuel C. Perkins, Esq., and Hon. "William Strong, whose term
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of service now expires, be re-appointed members of the Permanent Publica-

tion Committee for the ensuing three years.

The report of the Trustees of the Presbyterian House, referred to this

Committee, represents that, although the receipts of the past year have some-
what exceeded those of the preceding year, they have not been sufficient to

admit of any reduction of the debt of about $20,000, still remaining on the

house. The property was obtained at a very low price, and generously ten-

dered to the General Assembly, by the purchaser, for the svim he paid for it;

and, after contributing himself ten thousand dollars, fifteen thousand more
were collected principally in the city of Philadelphia. It is due to justice

and good faith, that other membei^'s and portions of the Church should now
provide at least one half of this amount, to ease the incumbrance on the

much-needed and valuable house.

It is an instructive fact, that three of the four legacies referred to in the

report of the Trustees, as left to them in trust for the benevolent schemes of

the Church, have been contested by the heirs-at-law. Money for the treasury

of the Lord is much more sure of its destination, when given during the

donor's lifetime, than when left to be appropriated after one's death.

The Committee recommend that Charles S. Wurts, M. D., John C. Farr,

Esq., Rev. Thomas J. Shepherd, Rev. Daniel March, and Rev. William T.

Eva, be appointed Trustees of the Presbyterian Hou.se for the ensuing three

years.

The Assembly resumed the consideration of the report of the Committee
on Correspondence with the General Synod of the Reformed Protestant Dutch
Church, and, after amendment, it was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Committee, in the matter of the Overture from the General Synod of

the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church in North America, respectfully report

to the Assembly the following minute, for their adoption, namely

:

The Assembly, after considering the kind and earnest address of the Rev.

Hervey D. Ganse, and considering also the '• printed Minutes of the Acts and

the proceedings" of said General Synod, [255] (see pp. 138-140 inclusive,)

especially the resolution and its preamble, (p. 140,) with Christian and cath-

olic regret, feel constrained in righteousness and truth, to decline the special

Overture now made to us. But that we, hereby, cordially offer correspond-

ence with them, on the same basis on which we correspond with other eccle-

siastical bodies; and appoint the Rev. Thomas H. Skinner, D. D., LL.D.,

principal, and the Rev. Henry B. Smith, D. D., alternate, Commissioners to

attend the meeting of their next General Synod.

Adjourned until 3h o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Fndcif/, May IWi, 3* o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The INIinutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee on Leave of Absence, reported, that they had given leave

of absence to

Rev. Amos Crocker, of the Presbytery of Cayuga.
" Charles Doolittle, " Albany.
" Abram Blakeley, " Lyons.
" Edward Allen, " Montrose.

Mr. William J. Redstrake, " Di.st. of Columbia.
" Lucius L. Day, " Peoria.

" Ezekiel Baker, M. D., " Troy.
" William F. Wilson, M. D., " Scioto.
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Mr. William Root, of the Presbytery of Montrose.
" Frederick H. Bartholomew, " New York, Fourth.
" Lewis F. Street, " North River.

Resolved, That it is inexpedient, during the sessions of this Assembly, to

elect Trustees of the General Assembly, and Directors of the Theological

Seminaries.

This General Assembly is happy to learn, and to call the attention of our

ministers and laymen to the fact, that, since the meeting of the last General

Assembly, a union has been formed between the Presbyterian Qnarterli/ and
the American Theological Reviews ; and that such arrangements have been

made for the conduct and publication of the united quarterly, under the

name of the American Preshjjterian and Theological Review, as will, it is

believed, secure its cordial and earnest devotion to the interests of our branch

of the Church. Being under the editorial control of several of the most dis-

tinguished ministers in our connection, representing various sections and
institutions, and in the full confidence, from the numbers already issued, the

pledges given, and the talent enlisted in it, that it will be true to the prin-

ciples, and ably serve the cause of our denomination, this General Assembly
takes pleasure in cordially commending it to the patronage of our ministers

and churches. [256]
The report of the Standing Committee on Home Missions was taken from

the docket, adopted, and is as follows

:

The Standing Committee on Home Missions beg leave respectfully to

report

:

That they have given careful and protracted attention to the matters in-

trusted to them, to wit: To the second annual report of the Permanent Com-
mittee on Home IMissions ; to a memorial from the Presbytery of Scioto ; and
to certain verbal communications made by individuals, who have had access

to our sessions.

Among the many topics of interest thus brought to the attention of the

Committee, the following solicit, and seem to deserve, the special regards of

this General Assembly, namely :

The very instructive history of this first full year's experiment of Home
Missions, conducted upon the Assembly's plan :

The remarkable reply of the Executive Committee of the American Home
Missionary Society to the General Assembly, in which it is set forth, as the

rule of that Society, to withhold from the Presbyterian Church all share in

the moneys which it receives from Presbyterian sources, except on the im-

possible condition, that the party seeking aid shall disown its organic

relations, dissolve its ecclesiastical bonds, and desert a Church to join a

Society

:

The employment of Presbyterial missionaries ; the work in hand for the

coming year ; the measures to be adopted for its accomplishment ; and the

relative importance of this particular branch of Christian activity.

Upon these several themes, the Committee would offer the following sug-

gestions :

The history of the first year of any Christian enterprise, involving as it

does the birth of some new religious movement, and the infancy of some
unfolding force in the kingdom of God, has, in every case, a prophetic inter-

est, since it appropriates, and in some sense determines, the future. The first

year of our Christianity, after it was left in this world by its absent and
ascended Head ; the first year of this same Christianity entering among a

new people, Greek, or Roman, or Celt; the first year of this religion in any
single converted soul ; what trials, what conflicts, what lessons, what hopes,
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what issues are wrapped up in these little vernal periods, these seed times of
the kingdom of gi'ace.

Within this last year, pregnant of so many causes, and decisive of so

many results, we have tried our churches, whether they had the zeal to

sustain, our Committee, whether they possessed the skill to manage,—our
missionaries, whether they felt the courage to hazard, or the devotion to

abet,—the new undertaking. Nay, we have made our appeal to the su-

pi'eme Arbiter and Judge himself, whether, sitting in the heavens and sur-

veying our work, he would impress upon it the seal of his own approbation,

and adopt it as his cause and ours.

And over all these tests and issues we have received, and in a twelvemonth,
omens of such auspicious import, that we are enabled, [257] at the end of
this first stadium of our Home Missionary career, to erect a monument of

humble assurance, and say, with devout thanksgiving, that all things are

working together for good to the cause which we love.

In December last, the Permanent Committee having been instructed thereto

by the previous Assembly, addressed a note to the Executive Committee of

the American Home Missionary Society, asking that Committee to adopt
some rule that should enable them to deal, out of their abundant charities,

an occasional moiety to such Presbyterian churches as might be in tempo-
rary distress, through lack of immediate assistance from our stinted and
overtaxed and incapable treasury. We have just embarked upon an ardu-

ous enterprise, which was as difficult as it was complicated and ju.st.

It was well known, that the American Home Missionary Society had in its

treasury, in the form of legacies and contributions, more than thirty thou-

sand dollars, that had come to it froiu churches still in connection with this

Assembly. It was equally well known, that this money had been given,

not with the intent, on the part of the donors, to put it beyond the reach of

the Presbyterian churches, but for the very purpose of putting it within their

reach.

Aware of these facts, and supposing that the Presbyterian Church had the

same right to receive, from the American Home Missionary Society, that it

had to give to it, the General Assembly said to that Society :
" Here are

some of our poor—freely ye have received, freely give." The answer of

the Executive Committee has been read to this Assembly already. In it

the Society re-affirms the so-called doctrine of co-operation. The Presby-

terian Church, in assuming its own Home Missionary work, has ceased to

make the American Home Missionary Society the exclusive channel of its

charities, and the single organ of its endeavors. That act, the Committee
say, severs the ancient bond and terminates the former co-operation. Be it

so : what follows ? Our co-operation with the American Home Missionary

Society consisted of two co-ordinate factors, which must, in their very nature,

stand or fall together. We were to share with that Society in a recipi'ocity

alike of gifts and receipts. We were to render, because we could receive

;

and to receive, because we had rendered ; sowing and reaping, watering and

being watered,—that was to be the law of love and interchange so long as

we continued together. If, then, the action of the General Assembly, estab-

lishing a Home Missionary Board for its own uses, had been, as it was not,

a violation of their previous compact with the American Society, and if there

had been just causes, as there were not, for declaring the co-operation null

and ended, the act of the Society, so deciding, should have included both the

elements in which co-operation consists. The American Home Missionary

Society should have said to all our churches, " Co-operation is at an end

;

bring neither your gifts nor your needs any more. Your Assembly has
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ruptured the ancient compact, so that you have no longer a right to our

charities, nor we to your [258] contributions." But the Society has made

no such decision. When our wealthy churches approach their exchequer

to cast in their gifts, they are as welcome as if co-operation were in full

force as of old. It is only when our needy ones draw near,—only when,

having discharged the duties of co-operation, and put thousands into their

treasury,—we ask for its benefits, imploring a pittance of what is our own,

that we are reminded of the consequences, that ensue from co-operation

concluded. " By mutual assent, co-operation has ceased," say the Execu-

tive Committee, "and the effect is, that the Presbyterian churches may give,

but not receive ; the Home Missionary Society may receive, but not give."

Thus, by a skilful adjustment of the penalty in question, it is brought about,

that the Presbyterian Church shall lose much, and gain nothing ; and the

aforesaid Society gain much, and lose nothing. Protesting against such a

decision, our churches can yet endure it. By it we are deprive* of much
money it is true. But there are instances in the history of the world, where

to lose is to gain ; as there are others, it may be remembered, where to gain

is to lose.

The answer of the Executive Committee, to which we have referred, is

doubtless authoritative and final. No part of the funds or revenues, that

flow down the declivity into their exchequer, will ever reverse its course

and return to us. Our only resort, therefore, and only safeguard for the

future, must be in wise and timely forecast. Our churches must be informed,

and that at once, as to the certain consequences of casting their gifts into

that treasury. The hopper will gladly receive the grain, but the mill-stone

will be sure to return no bread. Further than this, there are great numbers

of our people, who have laid by, in their deeds and wills, large bequests to

that Society, with the expectation of benefit to accrue in coming time to

our own churches. The General Assembly owes it to these benefactors, and

to the cause which they would foster, to disabuse them of their great delu-

sion, and let them know, that every dollar distributed by their executors to

the American Home Missionary Society, is a dollar alienated for ever from

the uses of the Presbyterian Church.

The Report of the Permanent Committee, and the memorial of the Presby-

tery of Scioto, lay great stress upon the question of employing missionaries at

large, or, as they are styled, in these documents, presbyterial missionaries.

And it is only natural, and a thing to be expected, that pastors, and Presby-

teries, and sessions, whose field is on the frontier, and around them are the

eternal desolations, should earnestly desire a force of movable ministers, who
can be sent, at their suggestion, to help an enfeebled brother, or fill a deserted

pulpit, or explore an unknown wilderness, or discharge any other occasional

and desultory service, which, in their judgment, the cause of Christ may
demand. But this is obviously a subject, on which the Permanent Committee

must be allowed to exercise a large discretion, and advance slowly ; acquiring

light, in the only safe or possible way, by the lessons of an experience, [259]
which, however tardy it may seem to our impatience, is yet our only reliable

guide in the premises.

In no part of the Home Missionar}?^ work, is there more danger of waste

and unwisdom than in this. Besides, we have but just commenced this

grand undertaking, and have as yet neither men nor money, nor informa-

tion enough to justify much of experiment, or expansion, on this subordinate,

and for the present only secondary, field. Our first care must be to seize

and hold, and fortify and develop, the points already in our hands. We are

laying the foundations of many ages, and, at whatever cost of- time or

15
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money or patience, we must do this first work first, and do it thoroughly

and well. The Standing Committee have given the most careful and candid

attention to this subject, hearing and weighing every thing that has been

said on both sides. And they are fully convinced, that the Permanent
Committee of this Assembly have adopted the right maxims, and are ready

to do, and in fact are doing, all that a wise regard to the interests concerned

can possibly demand.
The work of Home Missions, which the Assembly has deliberately under-

taken to carry forward to its full achievement, is on a field, and under a dis-

pensation, and in a period of our national history, which necessitates its

ceaseless expansion, and calls for a continual increase of zeal, and sacri-

fice, and labor. If our graces unfold,—and they must unfold or perish,—it

is that they may possess a larger area, and illumine an ampler space in the

kingdom of our Lord. Or, if our field enlarges and our limits expand, it is

that our graces may have a broader scope, and our religion a more perfect

development. God has set upon our Home Missionary enterprise, during

this first year of its history, and three most convincing seals of his approba-

tion, the three most certain marks of his assistance. These have been, (1)

our great trial at the commencement
; (2) our great success at the end ; and

(3) the mighty field that opens upon us for the future. Kansas, Colorado,

Nevada, yes, and, on the other side of the mountains, California as well,

—

this whole empire—the destined site of a rich, populous and Christian peo-

ple,—the Head of the Church ofiers this entire realm to his advancing

children. And the most important question, which this General Assembly

has to discuss or decide at its present sitting, is, whether it will march at

the head of its own Presbyterian hosts and go up and take possession of

this goodly land.

The work of Home Missions is of necessity a divided and two-fold work.

Part of it is to be performed on the neglected and needy field
;
part of it

in the hearts of our people at home. To difi'use intelligence, to awaken

zeal, to arouse, and inspire, and organize the whole Church, filling it with

the Spirit of Christ the Ma.ster, thus to get ready the sacramental host for

its appointed achievement in this outer field, the General Assembly must

give attention to this primal work in the. Church at home, or it can never

accomplish that derivative task that waits and beckons on the field without.

Nothing is so much needed in our communion, [26(1] at this moment, as

a general baptism of the Spirit of God. If the fire of devotion could be

rekindled in all our tents, and among all our tribes, we have men enough,

we have money enough, we have means enough of every kind, to arise and

take possession of this broad middle zone that belts the continent, and,

covering it with our churches from the Atlantic to the Pacific, make it a

grand Presbyterian galaxy—a queenly girdle on the bride of Christ. In

view of the considerations, presented to them in the report and memorial

already named, the Committee recommend to the General Assembly, there-

fore, the adoption of the following resolutions

:

1. Of devout thanksgiving to God for all the encouraging omens, by which

he has been pleased to acknowledge and assist the cause of Home Missions

in our Church, during this first and most trying year of its history.

2. Of entire confidence in the judgment, zeal, and fidelity of the Per-

manent Committee in their administration thus far : with the desire and

expectation that they will, in the future, conduct the difficult and responsible

work which they have in hand, upon the same just principles, and according

to the same impartial rules, as hitherto.

3. That this General Assembly, recognizing the necessity and duty of
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immediate enlargement in the Home Missionary work, earnestly exhorts all

its associates, the Synods, the Presbyteries, the churches, the pastors, the

children, to co-operate with its Committee, with zeal, purpose and liberality

equal to the exigencies of our position, and to our high calling in the King-
dom of God.

4. This General Assembly would most earnestl}'- recommend to all mem-
bers of our communion, who have made bequests in their wills to the cause

of Home Missions, or who contemplate such acts, to provide with especial

care that their benefactions shall i-each the churches for which they were
intended.

5. That Jonathan F. Stearns, D. D., Henry Darling, D. D., Rev. Charles

S. Robinson, the Hon. Joseph Allison, and Alfred C. Post, M. D., be hereby
re-elected to the places made vacant by the expiration of their term.

Resolved. That the Permanent Committee on Home Missions be requested

to inquire and report to the next Assembly, in regard to the expediency of

publishing, in a popular form, more minute and extended information iu

regard to that branch of the work of our Church which is specially com-
mitted to their care,—the nature of that work,—the extent and character

of the field to be occupied,—the results from time to time achieved,—and
all those considerations and motives for the prosecution of the work, which
may seem to them worthy the attention of the churches.

The Special Committee on Publication, appointed by the last Assembly
presented their report. It was accepted and adopted, and is as follows:

The Committee appointed by the last General Assembly " to take up and
consider the whole subject of the Publication cause, [2G1] and to report

to the next General Assembly," would now respectfully submit the fol-

lowing :

Organized as the Christian Church now is, under different denominations,

each must necessarily have, and should have, its own distinctive polity ; and
the system embodying and setting forth this polity, should not only find a

place in its public decisions and documents, but should be carried out con-

scientiously in all its ecclesiastical movements. Li our Presbyterian Form-
ula of doctrine, discipline, and worship, we have a well-defined system, and
this should be maintained and adhered to, allowing only—what should always
be conceded to every human instrument—a reasonable Christian liberty in

its interpretation. Without this we are not Presbyterians.

It is a fundamental doctrine of Presbyterianism, that the Church is one,

and that this one body is represented in the General Assembly, which '* con-

stitutes the bond of union, peace, correspondence, and mutual confidence,"

among " all the particular churches of this denomination." It is not like

the Roman Catholic, a consolidated body under one temporal head ; nor like

the independent chui'ches, which form, each for itself, its own ecclesiastical

rules, and execute those rules, each by its own inherent right, without con-

sulting the will of any other organization. Our system presents a fine

specimen of a spiritual republic. If well and faithfully administered, there

can be no danger of unconstitutional oppression, on the one hand, nor of

disloyal anarchy on the other. Each individual member enjoys a well-pro-

tected Christian liberty in his own particular church, and each session,

Presbytery, and Synod, occupies its own position in the organic body, and
all subordinate to the General Assembly, with whom is lodged the power
"of superintending the concerns of the whole Church." This body is the

highest judicatory, and exercises a supervision over all the inferior bodies

in the organization, giving " advice and instruction in all cases submitted to

them, in conformity with the Constitution of the Church," holding and using
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the power " of suppressing scliismatical contentions and disputations, and,

in general, of recommending and attempting reformation of manners, and

the promotion of charity, truth, and holiness, through all the churches imder

their care.'' And these powers are vested in the Assembly, because the

Presbyterian Church is deemed a unit, and the exercise of these powers is

simply carrying out the principle, " that the majority shall govern." This is

the language used in our '• Form of Government."

For some reason—perhaps for many—we have less central power than

exists in any other branch of the Presbyterian family ; and the acts and

recommendations of our General Assembly are less scrupulously regarded

by our churches, than may be seen to be the fact in churches in like circum-

stances, bearing the same name. It has occurred to your Committee, that

the following may be among the causes of this very noticeable and peculiar

fact: The old Puritan element strongly prevails among us—that is, a wake-

ful jealousy of personal rights ; our churches have received large acces-

sions [262] from the Congregationalists of New England, who pay less

homage to authority than to independence; and the experiences of 1837, the

memory of strong and unconstitutional measures adopted by our own supreme

judicatory, at that period, have made some good and loyal men in our body

afraid of the exercise even of legitimate authority. Oppression in Church

or State often begets a disrelish for salutary restraints, and sometimes

cherishes a spirit of independence, which may look with a critical, if not a

jealous, eye, upon the sacred principles of law and order.

Your Committee have made these references to our Constitution, and

stated these great principles of all government, becau.se they have a neces-

sary connection with the subject-matter committed to their hands. They are

not mere speculations, but are vividly presented and powerfully enforced by

the very day in which we live. The want of compactness in our Church,

and of united and consentaneous action, and the fewness and the feebleness

of our bonds of union, and the ease with which they are relaxed or sundered,

when private opinion or personal taste and preference may seem to demand

it, will find an appropriate and full illustration in the history of the Publica-

tion enterprise. A severe critic, in reading this history, might be disposed

to call us—not what we assume to be, " The Constitutional Presbyterian

Church," but—the independent, or atomic Presbyterian Church. It was on

this ground, that many who were once our brethren in fraternal union, soon

after the final disruption of 1838, predicted that we should not hold together

long enough to maintain more than one or two General Assemblies. They

saw—or thought they saw—certain inherent elements, or existing tendencies

among us, which furnished the basis of this prediction. But they were illu-

sions, magnified sometimes by prejudice, and sometimes by hope. But there

was doubtless some foundation for the prophecy. There is never a large

volume of smoke without some fire. But we have lived on and prospered,

though we have not entirely outlived these tendencies to segregation. Our

denominational bonds are so feeble, and our Catholicism so large—sometimes

bordering upon ostentation—that we have often enriched our neighbors at

the expense of our own interests. We need an increase of central attraction,

and a diminution of repellent forces, in order to put our Church into good

working order for the glory of Christ and our own internal prosperity.

Your Committee have intimated, that these positions are illustrated and

sustained by the records of our Publication cause.

In the year 1852, the Publication enterprise was born. It was a feeble

child, and derived but little generous nutriment from the Church. It received

an humble and unpretending name at its baptism ; was looked upon with a
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cold eye by some of the sisterhood in the great family of charities, and

utterly disowned by others. It has never been popular among us. Phila-

delphia is almost the only place where it has been taken into the heart of the

Church, and wanned in the large bosom of charity. The friends of the [263]

cause owe a thousand thanks to brethren of this city, not less for their labors

than their liberality.

It may be said, that this Publication interest has never embodied the

energies of the Church, because it has never gained her convictions and her

heart. That is the very point your Committee are now attempting to estab-

lish. Yet a constitutional majority of the Church, as uttered by successive

Assemblies, has given their sanction to its existence and necessity, and com-

mended it most affectionately to the support and patronage of our members.

And yet, united action has not been secured. At one time, and in one place,

its basis was two narrow ; at another time and place, too broad ; and thus,

by an independent and irresponsible action, a majority of churches and

church members has ignored its policy, and stood aloof from its support.

The Publication cause, in the eleven years of its existence, has never been

permitted to stand up with cheerfulness and conscious dignity, in the midst

of the bright sisterhood of benevolence—Home Missions, Foreign Missions,

the Education Cause, Church Erection, and Church Extension. It has ever

received the sanction of a majority of our Church in one form, and a veto

of the same in another. We have never, as yet, been bound together in

interest by the golden chain of fraternal co-operation, but by a rope of sand.

Your Committee refer only to this cause.

Your Committee are now prepared to say, that a crisis in this Publication

scheme has come ; and measures should be adopted by this Assembly, which

shall give a new and honorable impulse to its movements, or the whole plan

should be abandoned at once. While they do not overlook, or undervalue

the work which has been done by the Publication Committee, or the good

that has been accomplished in our beloved Zion, yet, when they look the

facts, as they are, in the face, they do not hesitate to pronounce this under-

taking, as the enterprise of a large, intelligent, wealthy, and active branch of

the Christian Church, near the close of the nineteenth century, a signal

failure. It is a small candle that we have lighted, and that, so far as a

majority of our church members is concerned, has been " covered with a

bushel."

The resolution before the last Assembly was the following :
" That this

Assembly take up and consider the whole svibject of the Publication cause,

and settle clearly and definitely its course of action for the future, and give

to the churches the reasons for that course."

After an extended discussion of this resolution, the whole matter involved

was referred to your Committee. It is their province now so to present this

subject to your consideration, that you may be the better prepared to settle

the future policy of our Church in relation to it ; and, when this is done, it

is hoped " the reasons " of your decisions will be laid before the churches

with a clearness, and a fulness, and an importunity, that shall create a new
power among us. Your Committee can lay claim to no special light on this

subject, but our report may serve as a lense to concentrate the [2(34] rays we
have, that you may examine, with a clearer vision, the great interests on

which you arc to decide.

The first question to be settled is. Shall the Publication cause continue

to be an element in our church policy ? Though it has had an existence, as

we have seen, since 1852, yet that existence has been a shadowy one, vacil-

lating between life and death. Its power has not reached and pervaded the
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churches. We have hundreds and thousands of members, who, if they

were asked what they think of the Publication cause might answer :
'' We

have not so much as heard whether there be any " Publication cause. It is

true, things now begin to wear a brighter aspect. The day has dawned, and

we trust the noontide is before us. " The Doctrinal Tract Committee,"

whose province it was to superintend the publication of a series of tracts,

explanatory of the doctrines, government, and missionary policy of the

Presbyterian Church, " received but a feeble response from any quarter. It

was " a day of small things." But good was done by those early efforts.

Many of •' the calumnies," which had been uttered against us, were answered,

and " our true position in the Church and in the world " was " clearly and
distinctly exhibited." The action of the Assembly of 1854 was a new step

in progress. The basis was somewhat changed, and the field of operation

enlarged ; and we have a distinct recognition of " the desirableness of a

religious literature suitable to the wants of our denomination." But in the

action of 1855, when the title of the Committee was changed to that of
'' The Presbyterian Publication Committee," we have a kind of pledge of

permanence and efficiency.

Other changes have taken place in this department of labor, especially in

1857—all of them indicating progress. We stand pledged to this work, and

cannot give it up without incurring the reproach—" This man began to

build, but was not able to finish." Such a retrograde step would damage
the piety and power of our Church. Other denominations are prosecuting

it with great success ; and, if we were to change our policy, and retrace the

few steps we have taken, we should of necessity fall in the rear of the great

Christian army, which is marching on, under its various denominational ban-

ners, to the conquest of the world. Indeed, the question raised in the As-

sembly of 18G2, and which was the occasion of the appointment of your

Committee, did not contemplate the abandonment of the enterprise, but pre-

sented the basis of its prosecution, as the matter to be settled. Should we
return to the original one of 1852 ; or carry out literally, or, perhaps, with

some new modifications, the progressive action of later Assemblies ? Should

that basis be narrow or broad—sectarian or catholic— controversial, or more
practical and general ? And, having assigned reasons, which, to your Com-
mittee, seem paramount, that the Publication cause must not be abandoned

—that we have " put our hand to the plough, and cannot look back," they

are prepared to call the attention of the Assembly to this additional point.

What shall we publish? As we have already seen, we began [265] this

work for a definite purpose, and confined our operations to a very small

circle ;
and very few, beyond our own limits, took an interest in our issues.

A reason for this course then existed. It was a struggle for life. We must
write and publish in self-defense, or "be trodden under foot of men."

Brethren, whose theological training and modes of thought were different

from ours, became alienated, and held us up before the public as heretics of

no common type : and we must either vindicate ourselves by our own pub-

lications, or leave the Christian world to infer that the charges were correct.

Your Committee speak only of facts, and not of the animus of those con-

nected with them. But that day has gone by, the relation of things has

changed, and we must change our policy and action. Having commenced
the work of Publication for a specific purpose—and that a good one, and

having continued it for that same purpose, and other superadded ones, and

being now in a position from which we cannot recede, we should look at the

length and breadth and character of the work we are to prosecute. The
demand for mere " doctrinal tracts," or tracts for refuting " calumnies against
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us," or any other publications which are restricted to our Church, and inspire

no interest and do little or no good anywhere else, has ceased. It is a fact of

the past—we thank God, of a day gone by.

Your Committee fully accord with the recommendations of the Assembly

of 1857. After speaking of "the power of the press"' in its relations to

"true piety," it was Resolved, "That the Publication Committee be encour-

aged to publish, not only such works as may present the peculiarities of our

branch of the Christian Church, in doctrine and practice, but, from time to

time, such works of an evangelical character, as may be profitable to the

Church at large." On this basis the Publication Committee have acted ever

since that period. And this is as it should be. Reformations do not, and

should not, travel backwards. This is the beautiful order established by

God. It was last year only that the thought was suggested, that it might

be well to reverse this order. We admire the processes of nature, whether

viewed by the assthetic or utilitarian eye—the seed—the blade—then the ear

—after that the full corn in the ear ; and there is shouting among the

reapers when the harvest is come, and the golden sheaves are gathered in,

and the garners are full. This is na.ture's law—God"s law of progress; and

it is unseemly to reverse it. Your Committee recommend, that we continue

to give further illustrations of this law in the Publication enterprise. On-

ward should be our motto.

It has occurred to your Committee, that there is no necessary antagonism

between what is deemed or called denominational publications, and works of

an evangelical and practical character, which go to make up a true Catholic

and Christian literature. They speak of our churches alone. There is little

sectarianism among them. They have so little home attachment, that they

seem to love their neighbor better than themselves. A few con[266]troversial

and ductrinal tracts, the publication of which had become an ecclesiastical

necessity from the acts of others, which we would have controlled, but could

not, are exceptions to the above remark. Several such tracts have been

issued in times past, and others may be demanded in the future ; but, aside

from these, works, which present our type of orthodoxy—which embody our

principles of exegesis—which set forth our form of Calvinism, and our

philosophy of its exposition and defence—our theory of God's moral gov-

ernment, embracing Adam and his first sin. and our connections with them

both—the atonement for a fallen race—broad in its provisions and infinite in

its merits, laying the foundation for the offer of a free and full salvation,

and leaving the sinner without excuse, if he shall reject •' the Lord that

bought him " and finally perish—the nature of sin and regeneration—the

divine purposes in connection with the freedom of man as a responsible

moral agent, as explained in our school in theology, and kindred doctrines

—

are the very materials we need to form an evangelical and Christian litera-

ture. Such reading is needed for ourselves, and needed for others. If we

had more of it, we should have less Arminianism and more of Calvinism,

in all the evangelical churches. Inquiring minds would become settled, and

skeptics would be silenced. They supply an experienced want among our-

selves, and they are equally needed by the community at large. And they

are adapted to convert sinners in other congregations as well as in our own.

Such productions we recommend to our Publication Committee. By multi-

plying such, by the agency of the press, and sending them forth, broadcast,

uponthe world, they will furnish a course of religious reading, adopted to

the promotion of knowledge and growth in grace, in our own Zion
;
and

they are broad and unsectarian enough to answer the demands of the

reading Christian public in general.
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The Sabbath-school books, already issued, have been received with much
favor; and other volumes, of like character, should be added to the list: and
if, at any time, tracts or books, more restricted in their scope, and more de-
nominational in their materials, should seem to be called for, they should be
added at the discretion of the Committee.

In the judgment of your Committee, the organization of the Publication
Committee is well enough as it is, though it may be a question deserving
thought ; whether a reduction of its numbers from fifteen to eleven might
not add to its efficiency and dispatch in business. The institution is in the
right place, and the labor and munificence, which it has called forth from
the Philadelphia brethren, richly entitle them to the blessed Christian privi-

lege of still further gracious acts in the san<e direction. And your Commit-
tee cherish the hope, that the time is not far distant, when these labors of
love will be imitated by that other great city, which proudly boasts of being
the emporium of the Empire State.

Though your Committee have already drawn, perhaps, too long [2G7] upon
your time and patience, yet there is one essential point more, which must not
be omitted—it is the question of " ways and means." In all great move-
ments in the State, and so also in the Church, this is the question which
taxes the brain of the government—that is, the existing administration

—

and the purse of the people. The great error of the Church, heretofore, has
been, that she has expected the full "tale of bricks," without furnishing " the
straw " necessary for completing the work. Means are needed, adapted to the

end proposed
;
and an American can no more make books without money, than

an Egyptian could make bricks without straw. Where, then, shall this mate-
rial instrument be found ? We must have this, or all the speculations your
Committee has indulged in will fall to the ground, or be dissolved into air.

The collections of last year, amounting to some four thousand dollars, to

adopt no severe language, were no honor to the Church. A few such an-

nual efforts of " masterly inactivity " would ruin any sjiecific plan, ever adopted

for the reformation of the world. What, then, shall be done to inspire new
life, and insure united, energetic, and triumphant action in the Publication

cause ?

Your Committee are of the opinion, that annual collections for this object

should continue to be pressed upon all our churches, until this denomina-
tional enterprise can stand upon its own feet, and do its own work, without

this kind of extraneous aid. And this time will be hastened, or retarded,

according to the liberality or scantiness of these contributions. Let the

waters flow freely into this fountain from all the churches ; from the

wealthy, in generous streams, and from the depressed poor, in little spark-

ling rills ; and that fountain shall soon be full, and, in its turn, it shall

again send out the liquid treasures to irrigate and fertilize the garden of

God, until it shall blossom and bear fruit abundantly. Only kt the

churches enter into this cause with deep sympathy with its designs, and a

large fund is secured by little effort.

Your Committee mention another source of income to this cause, which
might furnish an increased working capital, without costing the churches

anything. It requires only genuine loyalty to our own denomination. In

all our history as Presbyterians, the General Assembly have always claimed

the exclusive right, of saying what books of psalmody might and might not

be used in our churches. Watts's, and Barlow's and Dwight's editions of

Watts, were sanctioned by the same body, In 1820, the Assembly, before

the division of the Church, undertook to prepare a book of psalms and

hymns, which, in time, should supplant all others, and " become a bond of
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union among orr churches." This was deemed a great interest to secure.

No church can exist and prosper without many such bonds ; and that, whose

tissue is formed by interweaving poetry and music, is at once the sweetest

and the strongest. In Enghmd, almost every prominent minister among the

Dissenters has made a book of psahns or hymns for his own congregation.

They approach the independent way of doing things for which Paul reproved

the Corinthians :
" When ye come [268] together, every one of you hath a

psalm, hath a doctrine." We might almost suspect, that both of these be-

longed to the same sect or denomination ; while Paul, who rebuked this dis-

regard of church order, was, no doubt, a sound Presbyterian.

Another thing was enjoined upon the Committee who made the first book,

which should constitute a bond of union in the Presbyterian Church : the

psalms and hyms must be separately arranged. Your Committee think

this is a sound injunction. Taste, and piety, and reverence for the Scrip-

tures require it. It appears almost profane to place David, who wrote

psahns under the inspiration of God, on a common level with modern com-

posers of spiritual songs, who wrote merely under the inspiration of human
genius. This injunction of 1826 has been reiterated by our Assemblies at

various sessions since.

And your Committee would add, that all our Assemblies, since we have

been a distinct body, have recommended the use of one and the same book
" as a bond of union." And yet, what are the facts in the case? We have

in use in our churches more than one dozen different books to-day. Your
Committee could give the names of more than this—say fifteen or sixteen.

They leave this matter just here. " They speak as unto wise men, judge 3'e

what they say." If this Assembly could bring about an entire uniformity

in the adoption and use of our own book, and our only book, as Presby-

terians, they would accomplish one of their best acts as a deliberative body,

secure a strong bond of union among us, and help to fill the empty treasury

of our Publication Committee. The experiment is worth a trial.

One thing more, by way of sustaining the grand agency of Publication

in our Church. Your Committee would recommend the raising of a fund

of $40,000 during the current year, for the cause of Publication, to be dis-

posed of by the Committee, mostly for printing and circulating books, and

a part, if they think best, for extinguishing the debt on the Presbyterian

House. The mode of raising this fund is submitted wholly to the superior

wisdom of the Assembly. Put this amount in the hands of the Publication

Committee, and you give them a place to stand upon ; and, under God and

by grace, they will move the Church first and then the world
;
and skeptics

and timid believers shall say, with a faith and confidence equal to that

experienced by the old astronomer, when he arose from his knees, upon
which he had been bowed down by an arbitrary power, which would crush

out thought from the mind of man—"they move." Not in a whisper, as he
did, but in a voice distinct and loud as thunder ; and angels shall tune their

sweetest harps, and a choir of saints and angels shall sing the "new song"
in heaven.

Your Committee are well aware that this report covers a large field, and
does not present any points for definite action ; hence, they append the fol-

lowing resolutions : Resolved.

1. That the Publication cause should now be considered one of the estab-

lished institutions of our Church. [269]
2. That true loyalty to our own home interests and policy demands, of

all our ministers and all our church members, devoted attachment to this

cause, and its cordial support.
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3. That, as far as we and our churches are concerned, we will endeavor

to see that collections be made annually in our congregations, and will use

our influence, in every legitimate way. to induce our brethren, everywhere,

to do the same, that our fund, from this source, may be greatly increased.

4. That, inasmuch as the " Church Psalmist " is our own denominational

book for conducting one of the sweetest and sublimest acts of devotion, and

as the ownership of this work was purchased, by the order of a former

Assembly, for the large sum of ten thousand dollars, of the original pub-

lishers, subject to a small tax or tariff, by way of '• copyright." to the com-
piler, for ten years only, loyalty to our Church demands that it should

become, as speedily as practicable, the only book of psalmody used by our

denomination ;
and that, in all cases of change in this branch of worship,

we recommend '• the Church Psalmist " as a substitute for any discarded

book; and this, for two reasons: That it may serve as a strong bond of

union among us; and, also, give the Publication Committee no incon-

siderable income for the promotion of those interests intrusted to their hands.

5. That this General Assembly, following the example of former Assem-

blies, totally disapprove of those books of psalmody which, in their arrange-

ment, blot out the distinction between those songs of devotion which are

God-inspired and those which are man-inspired.

6. That we enter at once upon energetic measures for raising the sum of

fifty thousand dollars, to be apportioned according to some judicious plan

among our churches, and that this fund be employed by the Publication

Committee, as may seem to them best, for the furtherance of the great

interests they are prosecuting under God and the General Assembly.

The Committee to nominate a preacher on Home Missions reported, recom-

mending llev. George C. Curtis, of the Presbytery of Chemung, as principal

;

and Ptev. Joseph F. Tuttle, D. D., of the Presbytery of Crawfordsville, as

alternate. Their report was adopted.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported supplies for the various

pulpits, in the city and vicinity, on the ensuing Sabbath.

The Standing Committee on Church Erection reported. It was accepted,

and its consideration was made the first order of the day for Monday morning.

The Committee to nominate Delegates to Foreign Bodies made a report,

which was adopted, and is as follows :

1. To the General Assembly of the Preshyteriai) Church to meet at Newark^

N. J.—Rev. James P. Wilson, D. D., of the Presbytery of Newark, and

Hon. Joseph Allison, of the Presbytery of Phihi[27U]delphia, Third, prin-

cipals ; and Rev. Samuel T. Spear, D. D., of the Presbytery of Brooklyn,

and Mr. William PI Dodge, of the Presbytery of New York, Fourth,

alternates.

2. To the General Assemhly of the Cumherland Preshyferian Church

—Rev. Augustus T. Norton, of the Presbytery of Alton, principal : and Rev.

William D. Sanders, of the Presbytery of Illinois, alternate.

3. To the General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Chvrch in North

America—Rev. Halsey Dunning, of the Presbytery of the District of

Columbia, principal ;
and Rev. Herrick Johnson, of the Presbytery of

Pittsburgh, alternate.

4. To the Synod of the German Reformed Churrh in the United States

—Rev. D. Hopkins Emerson, of the Presbytery of Wilmington, principal
;

and Rev. Frederick F. Judd, of the Presbytery of Rockaway, alternate.

5. To the General Association of Massachusetts—Rev. Albert Barnes, of

the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Fourth, principal ; and Rev. William H.

Williams, of the Presbytery of Keokuk, alternate.
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6. To the General Association of Connecticut—Rev. George E. Pierce, D.D.,

of the Presbytery of Portage, principal ; and Rev. Henry B. Eldred, of the

Presbytery of Trumbull, alternate.

7. To the General Affsociation of New Hampshire—Rev. Samuel W.
Fisher, D. D., of the Presbytery of Utica, principal ; and Rev. Lewis H. Reid,

of the Presbytery of Onondaga, alternate.

8. To the General Conference of Maine—Rev. Jotham Sewall, of the Pres-

bytery of Troy, principal ; and Rev. John Waugh, of the Presbytery of St.

Lawrence, alternate.

9. To the General Convention of Vermont—Rev. Lyman Gilbert. D. D., of

the Presbytery of Catskill, principal ; and Rev. Jonathan Copeland, of the

Presbytery of Champlaiii, alternate.

10. To the Presbyter iaii and Congregational Convention of Wisconsin— Rev.

John Sailor, of the Presbytery of St. Joseph, principal ; and Rev. Benjamin

G. Riley, of the Presbytery of Columbus, alternate.

The Committees on the Records of t;he Synod of New York and New
Jersey, and of West Pennsylvania, reported, recommending that they be

severally approved as far as written. The reports were adopted.

Adjourned until Monday at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday^ June \st, 9 dvloch A. M.
The x\ssembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Assembly entered upon the consideration of the first order [271] of

the day. namely, the report of the Standing Committee on Church Erection.

After amendment, it was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Committee, to whom was referred the annual report of the Trustees

of the Church Erection Fund, would report, that the important duties of

administering and guarding this Fund, appear to have been discharged, dur-

ing the last year, with the same prudent, prompt, and business-like fidelity,

and with the same strict adherence to the plan of the Assembly, which have

characterized the action of the Board from the time it was first intrusted

with the management of this Fund.

A large portion of the original Fund, and the whole of its accumu-
lations, amounting together to about fifty-eight thousand dollars, remain

unemployed in the hands of the Board, and, it is believed, are securely

invested.

Three requests have been presented to the Committee. One, that the

surplus of the Fund over one hundred thousand dollars be appropriated in

large sums, where there is urgent necessity, by way of loans and donations.

Another, that a loan of four hundred and sixty-six dollars be changed into

a donation of the same amount. And the third, that interest, due the

Board on a loan, bQ remitted. As the granting of these requests involves in

each case a change in the admirable plan of the Assembly, the Committee

unanimously recommend that they be denied.

It has come to the knowledge of your Committee, that six churches, (two

in Kansas, three in Illinois, and one in Michigan,) which obtained loans from

the Fund through the Synodical Committees of those States, have never

completed the buildings, on which mortgages have been given to secure these

loans. Your Committee, therefore, would recommend that the Synodical

Committees be instructed and earnestly enjoined to see to it, that the

requirements of the plan of the Assembly be rigidly conformed to by



236 MINUTES OF THE [1863-271, 2.

every church that applies for and receives a loan or a donation from this

Fund.
The term of office of the following Trustees expires this year, namely,

Asa D. Smith, James W. McLane. and Wm. A. Booth. Your Committee
recommend that they be re-elected.

It was also

Resolced, 1. That the Board of Trustees of the Church Erection Fund be
authorized, in case any Synod shall be under the necessity of drawing upon
the Fund for more than its present apportionment, to appropriate to such
Synod so much of the unappropriated portion of the Fund, as they, in their

judgment, may think proper.

2. That this Assembly commend, to the churches in connection with it, the

pecuniary necessities of those of our churches in the West, whose peculiar

and urgent need cannot be met, under its charter and rules, by the Church
Erection Fund ; and that the Synodical Committees be requested to desig-

nate such churches, by indorsing the written statements of their affairs

which they may make. [272]
3. That a Committee of five be appointed, to inquire whether any changes

in the Plan of the Church Erection Fund are desirable to add to its efficiency,

and if so what ; and to report to the next General Assembly.
4. That the thanks of the Assembly be unanimously returned to Jesse W.

Benedict, J]sc(., the Treasurer of the Church Erection Fund, for the faithful

and gratuitous discharge of the duties of his office.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported that they had given leave

of absence to

Rev. Charles M. Temple, of the Presbytery of Coldwater.

Piev. Ambrose Dunn, " " Erie.

Ilev. Selden Haines, " " Troy.

Eev. George Foot, " " Wilmington.
Bev. Charles C. Carr, " " Chemung.
Rev. Charles D. Curtiss, " " Athens.

Rev. John M. Boal, " " Scioto.

Rev. George R. Carroll, " " Dubuque.
Rev. Edwin J. Stewart, " " Saginaw.

Rev. William S. Leavitt, " " Columbia.

Mr. Philander H. Roots, " " Indianapolis.

Hon. Spencer Kellogg, " " Utica.

Mr. Isaac R. Noyes, " " Newark.
Mr. David A. Sniith, " " Illinois.

Mr. Walter S. Griffith, " " Brooklyn.

Mr. Daniel B. Westlake, " " Chemung.
Mr. William R. Martin, " " Washtenaw.
Mr. Calvin P. Pease, " " Galena.

Mr. William C. Harp, " " New York, Third.

Hon. Otis Allen, " " Albany.

Mr. Henry W. Avery, Jr., " " Belvidere.

Mr. Eli R. Miller, " " Kalamazoo.

Mr. Alvin Upson, " " Marshall.

Mr. Esek C. Bradford, " " Elyria.

Mr. George Kellogg, " " Erie.

The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions, to whom was referred the

report of the Special Committee of the last Assembly on the establishment

of independent missions in Mexico, Central America, and South America,

presented their report, which was adopted, and is as follows

:
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The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions, to whom was referred the

report of the Special Committee of the last Assembly on the subject of For-

eign Missions, especially in Mexico, and Central and South Amei-ica, respect-

fully report

:

That they have given, to the suggestions so ably presented in the report,

that respectful and careful attention which the great importance of the sub-

ject, and the eminent source from which they come, entitle them ; and, after

such consideration, recommend the adoption of the following resolutions rela-

tive thereto

:

[273]
1. That, in the judgment of this Assembly, the system of Foreign Mis-

sions which we are now prosecuting, in connection with the American Board
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, and in which sixty-two of our min-

isters are directly engaged, demands the undivided energies of our churches
;

that the fields, now occupied by our brethren in heathen lands, are suffering

greatly for want of more laborers to gather in the ripening harvest, and for

more liberal contributions to send forth and sustain additional missionaries

;

and that our attention ought not to be diverted from the claims of this great

work.

2. That, while there is no reason for any dissatisfaction with the American
Board, but rather every reason to be grateful that we have a missionary

agency so honorable and efficient, and so owned and blessed of God ; and
while all our missionary brethren regard the Board with unabated attach-

ment, it would be unwise to contemplate any measures looking towards, or

likely to promote, the severance of our relations with that Board
;
and that

we cannot inaugurate any separate Foreign Missionary action, without im-

periling those I'elations.

3. That this Assembly regard with deep interest the hopeful field especially

alluded to in the report of the Special Committee, and strongly desire to see

the missionary work, already begun there by the American and Foreign
Christian Union, (whose appropriate and special mission it is to carry the Gos-
pel to nominally Christian lands,) greatly increased and prospered ; and that

we feel assured, that we can do more to bless the people of those countries,

through the agency of that Society, than by attempting to establish separate

missionary action as a Church.

The Committee on the Narrative presented their report, which was adopted,

and ordered to be published in the Appendix to the Minutes.

Rev. Septimus Tustin, J). I)., the Delegate from the General Assembly of

the Presbyterian Church now in session at Peoria, 111., delivered a parting

address.

Adjourned until 3? o'clock P M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday^ June \st^ 3J o'cloch P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

Rev. Asa D. Smith, D. D., Rev. James W. McLane, D. D., and Mr.
William A. Booth, were duly elected Trustees of the Church Erection

Fund.
Rev. Thomas J. Shepherd, Rev. Daniel March, Rev. William T. Eva,

Charles S. Wurts, M. D., and Mr. John C. Farr, were duly elected Trustees

of the Presbyterian House. [^^"l]

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported Overture No. 2, from the

Presbytery of Lexington, as follows:

At a meeting of the Presbytery of Lexington, held at Savannah, in the
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State of Missouri, on the ninth day of May, A. D. 18G3, the followino-

appears of record

:

" Whereas, This Presbytery did heretofore by its resolution, withdraw
from the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United
States, and did unite with the United Synod of the -South, and whereas the
reasons, which then rendered that act proper and right, have now ceased to
be of paramount importance; and inasmuch as the political revolutions now
going on in our once happy country, render it proper, just and right, to
return to the General Assembly, from which we withdrew

; Therefore,
Resolved, that this Presbytery will ask admission into, and will hereafter

co-operate with, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the
United States of America, from which we heretofore withdrew.
A true copy, attest. E. A. Carson, Clerk, pro tern.

Savannah, Mo., May 15, A. D., 1863.

As the Presbytery of Lexington has never, by act of the Assembly, been
dropped from the Roll, but has always been, and is now, regarded as a con-
stituent part of the Presbyterian Church under our care, the Committee are

unanimously of the opinion, that no action on this communication is called

for, and recommend that none be taken.

The report was adopted.

The Committee further reported Overtures No. 3 and 4 ; the former
being a memorial from the Rev. Messrs. George W. Warner and A. R. Day,
of Colorado Territory ; and the latter being a memorial from the Presbytery
of Winona

;
praying the General Assembly to adopt such measures as, in

their wisdom, they may deem proper, to secure the Reunion of the two
branches of the Presbyterian Church.
As this subject has been substantially before the Assembly, and been

acted on by the adoption of the resolutions of the 22d inst., the Com-
mittee recommend that no further action be taken.

The Report was adopted.

The Committee, also, reported Overture No. 5, from the Publication

Committee, which is as follows

:

The Presbyterian Publication Committee respectfully present to the

General Assembly the following Overture

:

Wliereas, The General Assembly of 1854 authorized the acceptance of
the property, Nos. 1334 and 1336 Chestnvit street, Philadelphia, upon cer-

tain conditions, which have since been complied with ; and the legal title to

said property was accordingly, on the fourth day of February, 1859, vested,

for the Assembly, in " The Trustees of the Presbyterian House," but no
trust has ever been declared of the same : and [275]

Whereas, In view of all the circumstances attending the acquisition of
said property, and the purposes for which it was designed, it is desirable,

'that the General Assembly .should declare the trust upon which the said

property is and .shall be held : The Presbyterian Publication Committee over-

ture the Assembly to adopt the following resolutions and declaration of

trust:

Whereas, Among other trusts, the legal title of the property, Nos. 1334
and 1336 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, is held, for the A.ssembly, by the
" Trustees of the Presbyterian House," but no trust has ever been declared

of the same, and circumstances render it expedient and desirable, that the

trusts, upon which said property is and shall be held, should be formally

declared ; and
Whereas, The Trustees of the Presbyterian House did, by resolution,
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adopted March 27th, 1863, express their desire that the Publication Com-
mittee should ask the Assembly for a formal declaration, that the property,

Nos. 1334 and 133(j Chestnut street, Philadelphia, is and shall be held, by
the Trustees, for the use and benefit of the Publication Committee ; there-

fore :

Resolved., First, That the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church

in the United States of America do hereby declare, that the propei'ty, Nos.

1334 and 1336 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, is and shall be held, by the

Trustees of the Presbyterian House, to, for, and upon the following uses,

intents and purposes ; that is to say ; In trust to permit and suft'er the

Presbyterian Publication Committee, subject to the said General Assembly

and their successors, to let and demise, use, occupy, and enjoy, the said

property, and every part thereof; to receive and take the rents and income

thereof; they paying all the taxes and ground-rent thereon, and all proper

and necessary repairs, and other expenses and charges thereon
;
and that

the said Trustees shall have power, at the request of the said Publication

Committee, to mortgage and improve the said property, or any part

thereof

:

Resolved, Second, That the Trustees of the Presbyterian House be, and

they hereby are, directed, to execute, under their corporate seal, and deliver,

to the said Publication Committee, such deed or deeds of declaration of

trust, for the purposes aforesaid, with all such powers, authorities, limita-

tions and provisions, as shall be settled and advised by a Committee of

three legal gentlemen, to be appointed by the Assembly, to be requisite and

necessary for the fully carrying into eifect these resolutions.

John AV. Dulles,
Secretary of the Presb. Publication Committee.

Philadelphia, May 26th, 1863.

The Committee recommend the adoption of the Overture, and the appoint-

ment of Samuel H. Perkins, Esq., Samuel C. Perkins, Esq., and Hon. Joseph

Allison, as the Committee of legal gentlemen, referred to in the last resolu-

tion.

The report was adopted.

The Committee also reported Overture No. 6, from the Presbytery of

Iowa City, on the subject of Manses. [276]
The Committee recommend that this Overture be referred to the Special

Committee which is to report on this subject to the next Assembly.

The report was adopted.

They reported, also. Overture No. 7, from the Presbytery of Iowa City,

on the subject of providing for the founding and endowing of literary insti-

tutions, under the patronage of the General Assembly.

The Committee recommend that the Overture be referred to the Permanent

Committee on Education.

The report was adopted.

They reported, also, Overture No. 8, on the subject of Sabbath-schools,

Sabbath services, and the relations of the sessions of the churches thereto.

The Committee recommend that the Overture be referred to a Special

Committee, which shall report on the subject to the next Assembly.

The report was adopted, and the Eev. Joel Parker, D. D., the Rev. Henry

Darling, D. D., the Rev. Thomas Brainerd, D. D., and Messrs. Edwin T. Hunt-

ington, and Matthew W. Baldwin, were appointed to serve as this Committee.

They reported, also, Overture No. 9, which is as follows

:

For the purpose of economizing the time of the General Assembly, and
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insuring a full consideration of the various interests committed to the r^are

of the Permanent Committees, the Assembly are hereby requested to adopt
the following standing order :

The Permanent Committees on Foreign Missions, Education, Home Mis-
sions, and Publication, shall be called upon to report, on the second day of
the sessions, immediately after the necessary business connected with the
organization of the body is completed, in the order in which they are named

;

and the reports of the Standing Committees on these subjects shall be con-
sidered, in like order, on the fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh days of the
session, respectively. The Board of Trustees of the Church Erection Fund
shall report on the third day of the sessions ; and the report of the Standing
Committee on that subject shall be considered on the afternoon of the sixth

day.

The Committee recommend the adoption of the Overture.

The report was adopted.

They reported, also. Overture No. 10, as follows

:

Whereas, The Sabbath-school cause has received great impetus and ex-

tended usefulness from the inauguration and rapid extension of mission

Sunday-schools throughout our borders ; and
W/tci-eas, Such mission Sunday-schools are bringing under their influence

multitudes of the children of neglect and want ; and
Whereas, It becomes of great importance to secure for such children, not

only Sabbath-day instruction, but also provision for their temporal wants, as

well as family and Christian privileges, and industrial and intellectual train-

ing during the week, and ultimately the procurement of suitable homes for

them ; and [277]
Whereas, Industrial schools and Children's Aid Societies secure these

important ends ; therefore.

Resolved, That this General Assembly view favorably the establishment

and support of such institutions, especially in the cities within our bounds.

The Committee recommend the adoption of the Ovei'ture.

The report was adopted.

They reported, also, Overture No. 11, W'hich is as follows

The General Assembly are requested to consider the propriety of discon-

tinuing the stated annual sermons on the various schemes of benevolence

connected with the Church, such as the annual sermons in behalf of Home
Missions, and Publication.

The Committee recommend that these annual sermons be discontinued.

The report was adopted.

Ptev. J. Few Smith, D. D., Rev. Piobert W. Patterson, D. D., Rev. Phile-

mon H. Fowler, D. D., Hon. William Strong, and Mr. Oliver H. Lee, were

appointed the Special Committee on the Church Erection Fund.
Rev. Theodore W. J. Wylie, D. D., the Delegate from the General Synod

of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America, addressed the

Assembly, and the Moderator responded.

It was recommended that the first week of January be observed as a week
of prayer, with reference to the Conversion of the World ; and that the last

Thursday in February be devoted to the spiritual interests of students in our

Colleges, and other Seminaries of learning.

The reports of the Committees on the Records of the Synods of Albany,

Utica, Geneva, Susquehanna, Genesee, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Western
Reserve, Ohio, Cincinnati, Indiana, Wabash, Peoria, Iowa, and Minnesota,

were severally presented, recommending that they be approved as far as

written, and the reports were adopted.
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The Committee on the Synod of Onondaga reported, recommending that

they be approved as far as written, with the following exception

:

On page 18G we find the Synod administering censure to the Presbytery

of Cayuga, for an act of discipline towards one of its churches, on the

ground, that the reasons for such discipline were not given, according to the

requirements of our Book of Discipline
;
yet, on the next page, we find said

Synod, re-affirming the acts of a church censured by its Presbytery, and
reversing the decision of the Presbytery, without giving the required reasons

for such a singular proceeding.

The report was adopted.

The Judicial Committee in the matter of the complaint of Mr. S. Edwards
Todd presented the following report

:

The Judicial Committee, to whom was referred the matter of [278] the

complaint of S. Edwards Todd against the decisions of the Synod of Onon-
daga, hereby respectfully report :

That, in examining the papers and records in the matter so referred, your
Committee find as follows :

1. That, although, in bringing the case before the General Assembly, there

are some mistakes and omissions in the required forms of procedure, such has

been the good faith and diligence of the complainant, and such would be the

manifest and irretrievable injury he must experience, if his complaint be dis-

missed, that your Committee believe that, according to the spirit of our Book of

Discipline, the complaint is properly before this body. That, in proof of the

good faith and diligence of the complainant, it appears, that he was advised,

by one of the oldest members of the Synod, to lodge his complaint in the

hands of the Stated Clerk ; that, according to the certifying of the Stated

Clerk, the complaint was directed to him within the time prescribed by the

Book of Discipline ; and that the Stated Clerk of the Synod, when receiving

the notice, believing it to be properly directed, neither infornied the Moderator
of it, nor advised Mr. Todd of any mistake in its direction ; but informed other

members of the Synod of the complaint, and finally put all the documents
into the hands of the Commission to this Assembly, to place them in due
form before it. Your Committee are also assured, that Mr. Todd wrote to

the Stated Clerk, two or three days previous to the opening of the Assembly,
earnestly requesting that the papers might not fail of coming before the

Assembly ; and, also, that he expressed the desire that, if his presence were

necessary, he might be notified of it by telegram.

2. Your Committee beg leave to refer the Assembly to a brief notice of

the action of the Presbytery, in the case of Mr. Todd, as found in the Records

of that body. These Records show, that the case was introduced to the

Presbytery in January, but its consideration was postponed to an adjourned

meeting of that body, held during the same month ; that, in the vote taken

on the complaint, the Records testify, that there were eight votes to sustain,

two to sustain in part, and four not to sustain ; that, at that meeting, a pro-

test, signed by Edwin Hall, John Tompkins, and S. Stringham, was offered,

setting forth that the Record of the Presbytery, declaring that the complaint

of S. E. Todd and others was sustained, is erroneous. The vote to sustain

was carried only by counting the vote of the Moderator, which was contrary

to the rules of our judicatories ; that it was also resolved, at that meeting,

that a Committee consisting of C. Hawley, J. Tompkins, H. Fowler, ministers,

and S. Stringham, elder, be appointed, to draft a minute expressive of the

decision of the Presbytery, in the complaint of S. E. Todd, and report to the

next meeting of the Presbytery ; that, at the adjourned meeting, this Com-
mittee reported, " That, inasmuch as notice had been given of a complaint to

16
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the Synod against the proceedings of the Presbytery in [279] arriving at

their decision in this case, and as the Committee differ in opinion among
themselves, as to some important particuhirs, set forth in said complaint, they

find it inexpedient to present any minute on the subject; that, at this meet-

ing, C. Hawley was appointed to defend the action of the Presbytery, before

the Synod ; that, at an adjourned meeting, it was moved, that a Committee
of three be appointed by the Chair, to prepare a minute expressive of the

vote of the Presbytery on the Todd appeal case, in order that the parties may
know the result of the case, and that the Moderator ruled, that the motion

was out of order, and was sustained by the Presbytery." 4

3. Your Committee further find, that, by the return of the Synod, the case

came before that court, '' on the complaint of William Robinson and Esbon
Lyon, against the action of the Presbytery of Cayuga, in regard to a com-

plaint of S. E. Todd against the action of the First Congregational church of

Genoa ;

" that the finding and decision of the Synod of Onondaga upon such

complaint is in the words and figures following, namely :

" 1st. The Presbytery of Cayuga erred in allowing their Moderator to vote

in the case under consideration. Had he not voted, there would have been

no tie, whereby the Moderator could have voted ; for there would have been

seven not to sustain, and six to sustain ; and the vote should have been so

declared ; there was just ground of complaint.

" 2d. The Presbytery erred, also, in coming to a judicial decision, (if they

reached one,) without recording any reasons for such decision, which is un-

constitutional. (See Book of Discipline, Chap. IV., sec. 28.)
" 3d. The Synod, without pausing to interpret fully what the decision of

the Presbytery of Cayuga was, do hereby censure the Presbytery of Cayuga,

for deciding a judicial case without giving the reasons for such decision ; and

they do hereby affirm the decision of the first Congregational church of

Genoa in the case of Mr. S. Edwards Todd, who is suspended by said church.

And we hereby reverse any decision made by the Presbytery of Cayuga
which conflicts with the decision of the Synod, or the decisions of the First

Congregational church of Genoa, in their suspension of S. E. Todd."
'

4. And your Committee further find, as a fact, presuming no opinion

thereon, that the Synod of Onondaga, after thus severely censuring the

Presbytery of Cayuga for having violated the Constitution, in recording a

judgment without assigning reasons therefor, have themselves, in the next

sentence, recorded a judgment, reversing one decision and affirming another,

without assigning any reason whatever.

5. And your Committee further find, as a fact in the case, that the Synod

of Onondaga, after having " rever.sed " an unconstitutional decision, instead

of remitting the matter to the Presbytery below for a new trial, as the Book
requires, (see Chap. VII., sec. 2, i.-vii.,) have judicially ignored the Presby-

tery of Cayuga, in [280] order to give vitality to the primary action of the

Congregational church of Genoa, and thus insuring the condemnation of

the complainant during all the delays which attend proceedings of this

character.

The Records of the Presbytery not being before us, the proceedings of

that body only appear in the several complaints.

And your Committee further report,

That the history of the case appears in the papers hereto annexed as a

part of this report, and in the Records of the Synod of Onondaga, pages

163-187 inclusive.

The papers embrace

—

1. The original charges against S. E. Todd.
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2. The testimony on the trial before the church, and the action of the

church.

3. The complaint of the said Todd to the Presbytery.

4. The complaint of Messrs. Robinson and Lyon to the Synod of

Onondaga.
5. The complaint of said Todd to this General Assembly.

In view of the irregularities, which have attended the prosecution of this

case both in the Presbytery and the Synod, and in order that justice may
be secured to all parties, your Committee recommend, that this case be re-

manded to the Synod of Onondaga, with instructions to remand the same to

the Presbytery of Cayuga for detinite and full action thereon.

The report was adopted.

Resolved^ That this i^ssembly cordially approve of the spirit and aims of

the United States Christian Commission, an organization designed to furnish,

to the officers and men of our army and navy, the best possible Christian

ministries for body and soul in their circumstances ; and that we cheerfully

and heartily commend this work as most important and timely, not only in

its influences upon the brave men in the field, but, through them, upon the

cause which they advocate and the country which they defend.

Resolved, That this Assembly recommend to our churches, in securing con-

tributions, for the purpose of supplying the army with religious reading, to

forward the same to our Publication Committee, with the request, that the

money be invested in publications adapted to the wants of the soldiers in the

field and hospital, the same to be forwarded through the agency of the

commission.

The Committee on the subject of raising a fund to be applied to the aid

of disabled ministers and their families, appointed by the last Assembly,

were discharged. The Rev. J. Glentworth Butler, the Rev. George F. Wis-
well, the Hon. Joseph Allison, Mr. Ambrose White, and Samuel H. Perkins,

Esq., were appointed to the same service.

The Committees on '• Special Cases of Infant Baptism," " The Church
Erection Fund," and " The Relations of the General Assembly to Sunday-
schools and to the Religious Education of the [281] Children," appointed

by the last Assembly, failing to present any report, were severally dis-

charged.

Resoloed, That the Minutes of the Assembly, with the usual Appendix,
and the reports of the Treasurers of the Permanent Committees, be printed

under the direction of the Stated Clerk.

The janitor's bill, the bills for stationery and printing, the traveling ex-

penses of the Delegates to Foreign Bodies, and the salaries and traveling

expenses of the Stated and Permanent Clerks, were ordered to be paid.

The Roll was called, and the following persons were found to be absent

without excuse :

Messrs. Josiah W. Fairfield, Erastus S. Kelsey, Daniel Bennett, William

S. Atchinson, Abijah B. Palmer, George W. Lane, John B. Porter, David
Thomas, George W. Hoffman, and Finlay Strong.

Adjourned until 8 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer,

3fonda7/, June \st, 8 ocloclc P. M.
The Assembly met, and united with the First Presbyterian Church for

one hour, in observing the monthly concert of prayer for the Conversion

of the World. After which it was
Resolved, That the Assembly hereby express their high admiration of the
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manner, in which the ladies of Philadelphia have contributed, and are con-

tributing, to the comfort of the soldiers who pass through this city, and of

those who return sick and suifering to its hospitals ; and that, as citizens of

the country, and in behalf of those whom we specially represent, we present

to these ladies our hearty thanks.

Resolved. That the thanks of this General Assembly be presented to the

respective railroad companies, who have generously consented to a reduction

of their regular fare, in favor of the Commissioners and others who have

been in attendance on our sessions ; and especially to the Camden and
Atlantic llailroad Company, for the gratuitous excursion to Atlantic City

and back, on the 30th ultimo.

Also, to the citizens of Philadelphia and its vicinity, whose hospitality has

been so munificently extended to the members of the Assembly, and ren-

dered their sojourn so pleasant and gratefully memorable, with the assurance

of our fervent prayers, that they and theirs may be abundantly recompensed

by the Giver of all good.

Also, to the Committee of Arrangements, for their promptness and assid-

uity in providing for the convenience and comfort of their numerous visitors

on this occasion.

Also, to the Trustees of the First Presbyterian church, for the use of their

commodious house of worship and its ample accommodations. [282]

Also, to the choir of the First Presbyterian church, for their appropriate

and excellent services during the sessions of the Assembly.

Also, to the editor of the American Preshi/terian, for the assiduity and

care with which, in a '• daily " edition of his valuable paper, he has fur-

nished us with so full and accurate a report of the proceedings of the

Assembly.
Also, to the Moderator, the Rev. Henry B. Smith, D. D., for the able and

impartial manner in which he has presided over the deliberations of the As-

sembly, and for the discriminating and Christian courtesy which he has

extended to the Commissioners.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The business of the Assembly having been completed, and the vote taken

for the dissolution of the Assembly, the Moderator, with prayer and the

apostolic benediction, declared the Assembly dissolved, and required another

Assembly, chosen in the same manner, to meet in the Third street Presby-

terian church, of the city of Dayton, Ohio, on the Third Thursday of May,

A. D., 1864, at 11 o'clock A. M.

HENRY DARLING. Permanent Clerk.

Philadelphia., Pa.., June ls#, 1863.

APPENDIX.
ANNUAL NAREATIVE

Op the State op Religion within the Bounds op the Presbyterian
Church in the United States op America, June, 1863.

About eighty Presbyterial Narratives, representing nearly all the Synods,

have come into the hands of the Assembly's Committee. A careful

perusal and comparison of them bring to view several facts of great

importance, which are descriptive of the condition of morals and religion

around and within our churches.
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Intemperance.

The first is of a gloomy and sorrowful cliaracter, and so far as it extends

is without compensation or relief. The darkest clouds, which God's judg-

ment bring over the land, are full of blessing as well as sorrow, for they

pour down fertilizing floods even while the lightnings from them blast and

rive. But the blackness to which we now refer is the smoke of the pit,

diffusing, wherever it is spi'ead, curses without blessing, death without life.

And it is now spreading (as we mourn to learn) everywhere over our land, to

the vci'y thresholds of our churches, and into the sanctuaries of our

homes.

Need we say, that it is the curse of intemperance, which, all these Narra-

tives declare, after having been often driven back, and sometimes, we had

hoped, well-nigh destroyed, is now making head again through our borders,

East and West, North and South ? Each Presbytery, without concert Vfith.

any other, pours forth its lamentation, proclaims its warning, and sounds

aloud its call for a renewed onset of the sacramental host, against this

accursed enemy of God and man. And now it is for us as a General As-

sembly, in this our message to the churches, to unite the lamentations, warn-

ings, and calls of a hundred Presbyteries into a trumpet blast, summoning
the whole Church to war against a foe, often defeated, often prostrated, but

which will only by annihilating die.

Revivals of Religion.

The second fact, descriptive of the state of religion among us, is in bright

and joyous contrast with the first, as the morning of the prophet promised

in close proximity with the night, and as the light of the Gospel springing

up side by side with the shadow of death.

A large part of these Narratives tell us, either that the past year has been

one of revivals among them, or that even now there are revivals enjoyed by
the churches of which they speak.

In several instances, pastors were prevented from attending the recent

meetings of Presbytery, because engaged in the delightful work ; and, in

one case, even after the Narrative had been prepared, it was necessary to

add a postscript, announcing the sudden and simultaneous effusion of God's

Spirit upon the churches around, and in a signal manner upon an honored

and cherished seminary of learning, the glad tidings from which have already

been proclaimed on this floor.

This general statement, your Committee feel, is not sufiicient even to call

attention to a state of things which no language could adequately describe.

We would, therefore, as the best means of bringing .to view the wide diffus-

ion of the blessing, recite tlio names of the Presbyteries, whose Narratives

announce some degree of special reviving influence, enjoyed by some of their

churches during the year. The statements made differ widely, as to the

measure of revival which they relate, and as to the number of churches to

which they refer. Some of them speak only of a gentle refreshing, others

of a powerful work of grace ; some of only a single church visited, others

of nearly all the churches in their bounds. The less and the greater, the

few and the many, must here, of necessity, be grouped together. From
some Presbyteries no Narrative has been received ; some speak less

definitely than others. Our statements can, therefore, be only an approxi-

mation towards a full and accurate account. Yet, imperfect as it is, we
give it, not to the praise of men, but to the glory of God. The names of

those Presbyteries are as follows, namely : Catskill, Watertown, Utica,
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Wellsborough, Lyons, Cayuga, Onondaga, Chenango, Otsego, Oswego, Buf-
falo, Ontario, Rochester, Niagara, Hudson, North lliver. Long Island, New
York, 3d, New York, 4th, Brooklyn, Newark, Roekaway, Montrose, Wil-
mington, Philadelphia, 3d, Philadelphia, 4th, Harrisburgh, District of Co-

lumbia, Erie, Meadville, Moni'oe, Washtenaw, Marshall, Kalamazoo, Cold-

water, Saginaw, Grand River Valley, Lake Superior, * Huron, Trumbull,

Cleveland, Pataskala, Franklin, Cincinnati, Dayton, Madison, Indianaj)olis,

Fort Wayne, Alton, Illinois, Galena, Belvidere, Columbus, Iowa City, St.

Louis, Kansas, San Jose.

Besides these more special and marked revival influences, in many, and
indeed nearly all the Presbyteries, the churches are reported to be in a

healthy and prosperous condition. The attendance on the means of grace

is good ; meetings for prayer are sustained in many places with increasing

intei'est ; harmony prevails ; the amounts contributed to benevolent opera-

tions have been enlarged ; a growing zeal is manife.sted in advancing the

plans of our own branch of the Church for promoting the kingdom of

Christ ; many new houses of worship have been erected ; and many bur-

densome church debts have been paid.

All these things are the results of God's grace bestowed upon his people.

They should be recorded with gratitude to him, and for the encouragement

and joy of the whole Church.

Sabbath-Schools.

We are now prepared to mention another delightful feature in the state of

religion among our churches.

With scarcely an exception, the Presbyterial Narratives report, that the

Sabbath-schools are enjoying an unprecedented measure of prosperity and

efliciency.

The churches, that have experienced a revival, speak of the Sabbath-school

as the sphere of its greatest power ; while those, that have had no revival, point

to them as the centre of their brightest hopes.
" Far out upon the prairie," in small villages, and in large cities, neglected

children, gathered into the mission schools, are instructed in the truths of the

Gospel. In well-established churches. Sabbath-schools are described as bright-

est among the bright.

The Committee wish they could transfer, to the Assembly and to the

Church, the impression made upon their minds, by the reading of the

Narratives one after another, as without concert with each other, and in

widely separated localities, they speak in joyous and almost identical terms

concerning their schools.

A few specimens they cannot withhold.
" One church reports a revival of religion springing up in the Sabbath-

school." " Sabbath-schools are flourishing more than usual, and are more

cared for than ever by ministers and churches." " In one church, three-

fourths of all belonging to the Sabbath-school are rejoicing in hope." " Sab-

bath-schools are made prominent among the agencies for the salvation of men.

In some schools adult classes are formed, in which fathers, mothers, and of-

ficers of the church meet at the same time with the children, and study the

same lesson." " The subjects of the revival have been chiefly those con-

nected with the Sabbath-schools, either as teachers or scholars." " The most

interesting feature in the condition of strength, which we are permitted to

*The blessing; of God upon this Presbytery has been manifested in enabling his ser-

vants to be faithful and persevering amidst unusual discouragements.
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report, is found in the high degree of lively interest among the Sabbath-
schools and youth generally. Numerous additions to the churches are made
from them." "There is increased prosperity in the Sabbath-schools. With-
out any concert of action, this important department of effort has been prose-

cuted with unusual vigor and success." " The marked feature in our report

is the increased interest in our Sabbath-schools, sustained at our churches and
in remote localities." " In the Sabbath-schools the greatest interest has been
felt, and they are considered as the greatest hope of the church." " Our Sab-

bath-schools are flourishing, and are the most hopeful department of our
church." " In each report, the Sabbath-schools are represented as the
brightest, most hopeful feature." " The Sabbath-schools are increasing in

numbers, interest, and usefulness. As a Presbytery, much attention is

given to this department of Christian effort, and with the most cheering
and evident results. The activity of our churches in mission-school enter-

prises is most encouraging. Hundreds of neglected children are thus reached
and instructed."

Many similar statements might be quoted ; but these are sufficient to show
that, throughout our Church, the blessing of God is descending, more abun-
dantly than ever before, upon the efforts of his people to instruct the chil-

dren and bring them to Jesus.

In the light which they afford, we may see, most clearly, the indispensable

necessity for giving the fullest and most eai-eful consideration to the Over-
tures, which are coming up to the Assembly from various quarters, urging
us to assign to the Sabbath-school a more clearly defined position in our
organized plans, and to consecrate to it more of the care, time and power of
the pastor, the elders, and the membership of the church.

Loyalty.

A fourth characteristic feature of our Narrative remains to be mentioned.
The state of religion, which we have attempted to describe, is that which

has been witnessed in a year of civil war, amidst its fearful strifes, its most
intense struggles, its most dark and critical hours.

Out of the depths of such a year, these Narratives bring to us, from
pastors and people, the irrepressible declaration of loyalty, uncompromising
and unconditional, to the lawfully elected and appointed administration of
our Government ; and of the consecration of their intellect and their religion,

of their fortunes and their lives, to the destruction of the wicked rebellion,

which has hurled its power against all that we prize for ourselves, and all

that we hold in trust for other lands.

But on this your Committee need not dwell. All, that we would have
been glad to report concerning it, has been anticipated and surpassed, by the
unanimous, heartfelt, and determined action of the Assembly, which, during
the last few days, has stimulated and rejoiced us all.

The remark which we would now make is, that these Narratives of the
Presbyteries answer for us the inquiry, which has been on so many lips, and
has given anxiety to so many hearts, concerning the permanent influence

upon religion of this mournful, yet on our part necessary and righteous, war.
The answer to this inquiry is decided and cheering in its tones.

The Presbyteries and the churches tell us, indeed, of thoughts engrossed,

of hearts distressed, of wealth poured out, of energies given up to the prose-

cution of the war. They mourn over the moral evils, produced and aggra-
vated by such a state of things ; over churches weakened, lives sacrificed,

families bereaved, sufferings endured, and desolations witnessed. Yet they
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tell us, also, of brighter things. They manifest their joy as well as sorrow.
Especially do they show us, that, while the first effects of the war were in

some respects unfavorable to religion, much of its continued influence has,
by the blessing of God, reached and affected mightily, for good, the deepest
fountains of the soul.

For, from the camp, and battle-field, and hospital, tidings reach us of the
attention of many gained to the truths of the Gospel, of backsliders restored,
of the impenitent converted, of piety developed, of usefulness increased.

The religious life of our church members has been diverted from some of
its old channels, but has poured into new ones with augmented streams ; and
soon the old have been filled again, and now overflow their former banks. It

is from the Christian women, who have bountifully and constantly supplied
camps and hospitals, that home missionaries, also, have received even more
than the usual tokens of sympathy and love. It is from our entire Church,
whose wealth had been devoted spontaneously and abundantly to the support
of our Government, and the efficiency of our armies, that the reports come
of sanctuaries erected, of debts paid, of benevolent operations sustained with
enlarged liberality and zeal.

It is from Sabbath-schools, Avliich had first been weakened by the volun-
tary enlistment of superintendents, teachers, and scholars, that the joyous
tidings are proclaimed of unpi'ecedented prosperity, usefulness, and power.

It is in thousands of homes, bereaved and darkened, that grateful acknowl-
edgments are heard, of consolation enjoyed, of spiritual profit obtained, of
piety deepened, of trust in God made strong.

It is in churches at first startled, paralyzed, and imperilled by the shock
of war, that the influence of the Spirit has been poured out, the guilt of
rebellion again.st God brought home to the conscience, and the power of

Christ displayed.

While these remarks apply to our Church at large, in those portions of it

most exposed to the evil influences of the war, the goodness of God has been
e.specially conspicuous. To illustrate this we would bring our Narrative to a

close with brief extracts from the reports of three Presbyteries, that have been
compelled, by their geographical position, to encounter the greatest perils and
difficulties springing from the rebellion, and from Slavery, its producing cause.

The Presbytery of Wilmington say :
'' Occupying, at this crisis, the most

undesirable portion of the country not actually covered by military opera-

tions, it was matter of serious doubt, whether we would be able to preserve

our churches and maintain our unity. But this Presbytery has not suffered

diminution in any of its congregations, or in any of its material interests,

by maintaining, among its ministers, a unanimous and uncompromising loyalty

to our Government. And it is our conviction that, when our national

troubles shall have passed away, and the distractions consequent upon them
shall have subsided, our churches will be in a better condition to prosecute

their appropriate work, than at any former period."

The Presbytery of the District of Columbia say :
" We live in a whirl of

commotion, in a focus where all the troubles of the country converge. Con-
sequently the youth are led away from serious thought. The parades, the

tramp of armies, and the news of battle, all tend to dissipate reflection, by
keeping the mind intoxicated with excitement. Yet, on the other hand,

meetings for prayer are well attended by persons of maturer years ; show-
ing that the commotions of the times lead them to God. All things

considered, the condition of things is hopeful, and not in the least dis-

couraging to us."

Especially in Kansas, has deep sorrow been turned to abounding joy.
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With the sorrow we are all in some measure familiar. Let us listen for a

moment to the declaration of the joy.
'• This year of trial (the Presbytery says) has also been a year of revivals.

Souls have been saved. Feeble churches have been strengthened. New
churches have been brought into being, under revival influences. The num-
ber of our communicants is more than double that of last year. In the

hours of our Presbyterial prayer meetings, and during the presentation of

our reports respecting the state of our churches, as statement after statement

came in from our scattered fields of labor, it seemed, indeed, that

' Heaven came down our souls to greet,

And glory crowned the mercy-seat.'

The interest was thrilling. Particular cases of conviction carried us back to

the days of Whitefield and Edwards. The grace of God, and the love of

Christ, seemed stronger than ever, reaching even the most hardened.''

The state of religion, which we have thus imperfectly sketched, interest-

ing as it is in itself, is most of all significant, as a state of preparation for

increased activity on the part of our ministry and churches, and for the

gracious bestowment of Divine efl&ciency upon their efforts, more abundantly

than we have ever yet witnessed. May we all be incited by the displays we
do behold, both of the providence and grace of God, to greater fidelity, more
earnest prayer, and more steadfast hope.

The following ministers are reported as having ceased from their work
on earth :

Ashbel Parmelee, D. D., of the Presbytery
William H. Corning, "

Timothy Woodbridge, D. D., "

R. Richard Kirk, '

Ralph Robinson, "

James Blakeslee, "

Josiah Hopkins, D. D., "

William Bacon, «

John B. Hoyt, '•'

William Fraser, "

Edward Robinson, D. D., LL.D., "

Benjamin J. Wallace, D. D., "

Charles W. Gardner, "

Andrew G. Carothers, "

Amos C. Tuttle, "

Harvey Lyon, "

Erastus Cole, "

Lyman Beecher, D. D., "

Hiram Gregg, "

Warren Nichols, "

E. Roger Johnson, ^
"

HughBarr, "

John C. Campbell, "

Albert Smith, D. D.. "

Harvey Curtis, D. D., "

John J. Slocum, "

John Dyke, «

By order of the General Assembly.

HENRY B.

EDWIN F.

of Champlain.

Troy.

Columbia.

St. Lawrence.

Oswego.
Pennsylvania.

Cayuga.

Chenango.
Delaware.

New York, Third.

Philadelphia, Third.

Harrisburgh.

Dist. of Columbia.

Kalamazoo.
Cleveland.

Elyria.

Cincinnati.

Dayton.

Illinois.

Wabash.
Alton.

Knox.
Chicago.

Kansas.

SMITH, Moderator.

HATFIELD, Stated Clerk.
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MINUTES, 1864.

Dayton, Ohio, May l^th, 1864.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of
America met, agreeably to appointment, in the Third street Presbyterian
church, of the city of Dayton, Ohio, on Thursday, the 19th of May, 1864, at

11 o'clock A. M., and was opened with a sei-mon, by the llev. Henry B.
Smith, D. I)., the Moderator of the last Assembly, from P]phesians 4 : 13

:

" Till we all come, in the unity of the faith, and of the knoAvledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the full-

ness of Christ."

After the sermon, the Assembly was constituted with prayer.

Adjourned to meet at half-past three o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [448]

Thursday, May \Wi, 3^ o'cloch P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Stated Clerk announced to the Assembly, that information had been
received from the Rev. Henry Darling, D. D., the Permanent Clerk, that he
would not be present during the sessions of the Assembly.
The Rev. T. Ralston Smith, of the Presbytery of New York, Third, was

elected Permanent Clerk j^ro fejnjjore.

The report of the Committee on Commissions was presented by the Per-

manent Clerk, 2)i'o tern., and the following persons were thereupon enrolled,

as duly appointed Commissioners of this General Assembly

:

I. SYNOD OF ALBANY.
PRESBYTERIES. MINISTERS. ELDERS.

1. Champlain, Andrew M. Millar, Hascall D. Savage.

2. Troy, Samuel M. Wood.
3. Albany, Philander Barbour, Hon. F. H. Hastings.

4. Colnmhia, John Whitney (2), Leroy L. Brown (2).

5. Catsliill, Alexander 0. Peloubet.

II. SYNOD OF UTICA.

1. *S'^ Laicrence, Herman C. Riggs.

2. Watertoicn, Enos Wood, Solon Massey.

3. Oswego, Peter W. Emens, J. Gilbert Benedict.

4. Utica, Chester Fitch,

Timothy B. Jervis.

III. SYNOD OF ONONDAGA.
1. Onondaga, Sherman B. Canfield, D. D., Hon. James M. Monroe (2).

2. Cayuga, Samuel W. Boardman, Israel Parsons, M. D.,

Tertius S. Clarke, D. D., James Henderson (4).

3. Cortland, Huntington Lyman, Cyrus Coy.

4. Tioga, George N. Boardman.
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PRESBYTERIES.

1. Geneva,

2. Steuben,

3. Chemung,
4. Ithaca,

5. Wcnshoroii(/h,

6. Lyons,

IV. SYNOD OF GENEVA.
MINISTERS.

William Atwood,
Frederick Starr, Jr.,

Samuel A. llawson.

George C. Curtis, D. D.,

Corydon W. Higgins (2),
Samuel J. McCuUougli.
Arunali H. Lilly,

ELDERS.

Theron Van Auken,
William Herries.

Simeon Benjamin.
Dickson C. Hazen.

Bailey D. Foster.

V. SYNOD OF SUSQUEHANNA.
1. Otsego, J. Addison Priest, Elias Child.

2. Chenango, Samuel N. Robinson (3).

3. Delaware, Allen J. Buell, Orrin S. Penfield. [449]

VI. SYNOD OF GENESEE.
1. Buffalo,

2. Ontario,

3. Rochester,

4. Genesee,

5. Niagara,
6. Genesee Valley,

Chalon Burgess,

Edwin S. Wright, D. D.

Joseph R. Page.

James H. Phelps,

Byron Bosworth,
T. Moray Hodgman,
William G. Hubbard,
Milton Waldo,

Horace Stillman,

Abijah F. Taylor (2).

Harley N. Bushnell,

David Dickey (5).

Andrew Thomson.
William H. Frost.

Kindell Wilder.

VII. SYNOD OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY.
1. Hudson,
2. North River,

3. Long Island,

4. New York, M,

5. Neio York, 4:th,

6. Broolilyn,

7. Newark,

8. Rockaway,
9. Montrose,

Henry Osborn,

William N. Sayre,

Epher Whitaker (2),

Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D.,

James G. Craighead,

T. Ralston Smith,

Henry B. Smith, D. D.,

Thomas S. Hastings,

Howard Crosby, D. D.,

Spencer Marsh ,*^

J. Few Smith, D. D.,

Daniel W. Poor, D. D.,

John M. Johnson.
Charles S. Dunning,
Asahel L. Clark,

William Redfield.

Isaac Smith.

Joseph Wells.

Charles Merrill,

Horatio A. Nelson,

Charles A. Davison,

Marcus C. Riggs,

Hermon Griffin,

Tobias D. Lander.

William Churchill.

Hon. Horace J. Poinier,

William S. Morris.

James Leighton,

William Wright.

VITI. SYNOD OF PENNSYLVANIA.
1. Wilmington, J. Garland Hamner,
2. Philadolplna . 3f7, J. Glentworth Butler,

William E. Moore.
3. Fhlladelphia, Ath, Thomas Bvainerd, D. D.,

Elias J. Richards,
4. Ilarrishnrgh, Alexander D. Moore,
5. Dist. of Colnmhia, Halsey Dunning (tJ),

17

Edward T. Taylor.

George W. Simons,

Samuel W. Butler, M. D.

John B. Stevenson,

Samuel H. Perkins.

John A. Weir.

David Bassett.
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IX. SYNOD OF WEST PENNSYLVANIA.
PRESBYTERIES. MINISTERS. ELDERS.

1. Erie, James F. Read, D. D., Rufus L. Perkins.

2. Meadville, Richard Craighead, Joseph Dickson.
3. Pittsburgh, Samuel M. Sparks.

1. Detroit,

2. Monroe,

3. Marshall,

4. Washtenaw,

5. Kalamazoo,
6. Coldwater,

7. Saginaw,
8. Gr. River Valley,

9. Lake Superior.

X. SYNOD OF MICHIGAN.
Thomas Forster,

George DuiEeld, Jr.,

Evan L. Davies.

Benjamin Franklin,

William T. Bartle,

Gustavus L. Foster,

William C. Smith,

Augustus Marsh,

Jacob S. Farrand.

Hon. Charles Noble.

Peter C. Vreeland (3).

William C. Hayne.
John Chandler.

Hon. James Seymour.
John D. Bennett.

[450]

1. Grand River.

2. Huron,
3. Trumhidl,

4. Cleveland and
Portage.

•5. Elyria,

6. Maumee.,

XI. SYNOD OF WESTERN RESEEVE.

Samuel D. Smith, Elijah Bemis.

Xenophon Betts, Peter Allen, M. D. (2).

Henry L. Hitchcock, D. D., Isaac L'Hommedieu.
Joseph E. Tinker,

John B. Allen,

Francis A. Wilbur, Isaac L. Fisher.

Nathaniel T. Fay (2).

XII. SYNOD OF OHIO.

1. Athens, Henry C. Cheadle.

2. Patasl-ala, Addison Kingsbury. D. D., Charles Wallace (2).

3. Franklin, Oren H. Newton, Seth W. Case (4).

4. Scioto, Eli P. Adams, Joseph Riggs.

XIII. SYNOD OF CINCINNATI.

1

.

Cincinnati,

2. Ripley,

3. Dayton,

4. Hamilton,

I). Howe Allen, D. D.,

Osman A. Lyman,
John Rankin,

S. Granby Specs, D. D.,

Clement E. Babb,

Edward D. Mansfield.

James Snedaker.

Hon. Peter Odlin.

Robert Erwin (2).

1. Salem,

2. 3fadison,

3. Indianapolis,

4. Green Castle,

XIV. SYNOD OF INDIANA
Elisha Ballantine.

W. Wallace Atterbury.

Arthur T. Rankin (3),

Henry A. Rosseter.

Jacob C. Adams (4).

1

.

Crawfordsville,

2. St. Joseph,

3. Lognnsport,

4. Fort Wayne,

XV. SYNOD OF WABASH.
Samuel S. Thomson, Isaac M. Coen (2).

Almon G. Martin,

elames A. Carnahan,

Andrew D. Jack (2),

Samuel Favorite.

John N. Gossitt.
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PRESBYTERIES.

1. Illinois,

2. Schuyler,

3. Wahash,
4. Alton,

GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

XVI. SYNOD OF ILLINOIS.

25»

MINISTERS.

Morgan L. Wood,
Isaac T. Wliittemore.

Robert Rutherford,

Edward B. Olmsted,

Charles H. Foote,

ELDERS.

Richard E. Wilder.

Alexander McKinney.
David E. Beatty,

Frank A. Sabin, M. D. (2).

XVII. SYNOD OF PEOEIA.

1. Ottawa, Levi P. Crawford,

2. Knox, Edwards Marsh,

3. Galena and Belvi- Benjamin Folts,

dere. Eugene H. Avery,

Joseph Baker (2).

William A. Wood.
Gilbert E. Collins,

Charles Williams.

4. Chicago, Robert W. Patterson, D. D., Ebenezer Jenkins.

5. Bloomington, John H. Dillingham, Bernard Fowler. [451]

XVIII. SYNOD OF WISCONSIN.

1. Milwaiihee, Edmund F. Waldo.
2. Fox River, James Bassett, John L. Millard. .

3. Columbus, Hiram H. Kellogg, John B. Dwinnell (2).

XIX. SYNOD OF IOWA.

1.

2.
3'

4.

5.

6.

Des Moines,

Keokuk,
Iowa City,

Dubuque,
Chariton,

Cedar Valley,

Francis M. Dimmick.
Gamaliel C. Beaman.
Abner D. Chapman,
Samuel Newbury,
John Fisher,

John Glass.

James G. Irwin (2).

Bushnell K. Bron.son (2).

Charles H. Howell.

XX. SYNOD OF MINNESOTA.
1. Dakota, Jacob E. Conrad.

2. Minnesota, Jesse L. Howell (2), William S. Potts.

3. Winona, Edmund D. Holt.

XXI. SYNOD OF MISSOURI
1. St. Louis, Edmund Wright (2), Edwin Barnard (2).

2. Lexington, Timothy Morgan.
3. Northern Missouri, James J. Wilson (2).

4. Kansas, James V. A. Woods, William S. Hibbard.

XXII. SYNOD OF ALTA CALIFORNIA.
1. Snn Francisco.

2. Siei-ra Nevada.
3. San Jose.

4. Washoe.

CORRESPONDING BODIES.

1. General Assembly that met in Peoria,

in 1863, Rev. Edward P. Humphrey, D. D.
2. General Assembly of the Cumberland

Presbyterian Church.
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3. General Synod of the Reformed Prot-

estant Dutch Church in North Amer-
ica^ Rev. Thomas E. Vermilye, D. D.

4. General Synod of the Reformed Pres-

byterian Oiurch in North America.

5. General Synod of the German Reformed
Chvrch in the United States, Rev. David Winters,

(j. General Synod of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in the United States, Rev. Samuel Sprecher, D. D. [452]

7. General Conference of Maine.

8. General Association of New Hamp-
sh ire.

9. General Convention of Vermont, Rev. Alfred Stevens.

10. General Association of Massachusetts.

11. General Association of Connecticut.

12. Presbyterian and Congregational Con-

vention of Wisconsin.

13. Union of the Evangelical Churches in

France.

The Committee further reported, that the Rev. Eugene H. Avery, of the

Presbytery of Galena and Belvidere, and Elder James Snedaker, of the

Presbytery of Ripley, were present without Commissions ; and their cases

were referred to a Committee on Elections, eonsistinff of the Rev. Sherman
B. Canfield, D. D., and Mr. Samuel H. Perkins.

The Committee on Elections presently reported, that sufficient evidence

had been laid before them of the election of the Rev. Eugene H. Avery and

Mr. James Snedaker, and recommended that they be admitted as members
of the Assembly.

The report was adopted, and their names were entered upon the Roll.

The Rev. Thomas Rrainerd, D. D., of the Presbytery of Philadelphia,

Fourth, was elected Moderator, and inducted into office in the usual form.

The Rev. George Duffield. Jr., of the Presbytery of Monroe, and the

Rev. Charles S. Dunning, of the Presbytery of Montrose, were chosen

Temporary Clerks.

Resolved, That the As.sembly hold its daily sessions from 82 o'clock A.M.,

to 12 o'clock M. ; and from 3 o'clock P. M., to 5J o'clock P. M. ; and that

the first hour of the morning session be appropriated to devotional exercises,

under the direction of the Moderator.

The docket of business was read by the Stated Clerk.

The printed Minutes of the last General Assembly were distributed

among the members.
The General Rules for Judicatories, contained in the Appendix to the Con-

stitution, were adopted as the Rules of this Assembly.

Ordered, That the usual number of copies of the Roll be printed, under

the direction of the Stated Clerk ;
and

That it be made the first order of the day for to-morrow morning, after

the announcement of the Standing Committees, to receive the Synodical

Records, and the papers from the respective Presbyteries, as well as all other

papers of an official character intended for the Assembly ; and

That it be made the second order of the day to receive the annual

reports of all the Permanent Committees, except the Trustees of the

Church Erection Fund, the time for which report is fixed for the third day

of the sessions. [^^•^J

Resolved, That a meeting for prayer in behalf of our country be held
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this evening at 7 J o'clock, and that Rev. Thornton A. Mills be requested to

preside.

Adjourned until to-morrow at SJ o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 20th, 8 J o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

After the calling of the Roll the following additional Commissioners were
reported, and their names were entered on the Roll :

James J. Wilson, Minister, from the Presbytery of Northern Missouri.

Epher Whitaker, '' " Long Island.

Corydon W. Higgins, " " Ithaca.

John Whitney. " " Columbia.

Jesse L. Howell, " " Minnesota.

Andrew D. Jack, " " Fort Wayne.
Robert Erwin, Elder, " Hamilton.

Hon. Jas. M. Monroe, " " Onondaga.
Leroy L. Brown, " " Columbia.

Charles Wallace, " " Pataskala.

James G. Irwin, " " Iowa City.

Isaac M. Coen, " " Crawfordsville.

Bushnell K. Bronson, " " Dubuque.
John B. Dwinnell, " " Columbus.
Abijah F. Taylor, " " Buffalo.

Frank A. Sabin, M. D., " " Alton.

Also, the Rev. Thomas E. Vermilye, D. D., Delegate from the General
Synod of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Moderator announced the following Standing Committees

:

1. Judicial Committee. Ministers—D. Howe Allen, D. D., Edwin F. Hat-
field, D. D., Oren H. Newton. James F. Read, D. D., Samuel A. Rawson,
James V. A. Woods. Elders—Hon. Charles Noble, Hon. Peter Odlin,

Samuel H. Perkins. Marcus C. Riggs, Horace Stillman. ["^^'^j

2. Bills and Overtures. Ministers—Henry L. Hitchcock, D. D., Daniel

W. Poor, D. D., Elisha Ballantine, Tertius S. Clarke. D. D., Samuel M. Sparks,

Abner D. Chapman. Elders—Charles Williams, Charles A. Davison, Gilbert

E. Collins, William S. Potts, John Chandler.

3. Polity of the Church. Ministers—Henry B. Smith, D.D., William E.

Moore, John Rankin, Xenophon Betts, Thomas Forster, Jacob E. Conrad.

Elders—Edward D. Mansfield. Israel Parsons, M. D., Samuel Favorite,

Ebenezer Jenkins, Tobias D. Lander.
4. Church Erection. Ministers—J. Glentworth Butler, Philander Bar-

bour, George N. Boardman, Charles H. Foote, Eli P. Adams, James G. Craig-

head. Elders—Hon. Horace J. Poinier, William Redfield. William C. Haynes,
William A. Wood, Theron Van Auken.

5. Home Missions. Ministers—Robert W. Patterson, D. D., Addison
Kingsbury, D. D., Howard Crosby, D. D., James A. Carnahan, Edmund D.

Holt, William N. Sayre. Elders—Hon. Frederick H. Hastings, Edward T.

Taylor, Hon. James Seymour, William Churchill, William S. Hibbard.
6. Foreign Missions. Ministers—Sherman B. Canfield. D. D., Richard

Craighead. Edward B. Olmsted, T. Morey Hodgman, Francis A. Wilbur,
Spencer Marsh. Elders—Horatio A. Nelson, Rufus L. Perkins, Samuel W.
Butler, M. D., Bernard Fowler, Isaac L'Hommedieu.
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7. Education. Ministers—J. Few Smith, D. D., Samuel S. Thomson, Gus-
tavus L. Foster, Frederick Starr, Jr., William T. Bartle, James H. Phelps.

Elders—Hascall D. Savage, Dickson C. Hazen, Charles H. Howell, Joseph
Riggs, George W. Simons.

8. Publication. Ministers—George C. Curtis, D. D., Hiram H. Kellogg,

Elias J. Richards, Edwin S. Wright, D. D., W. Wallace Atterbury, Samud
W. Boardman. Elders—Simeon Benjamin, John D. Bennett, Elias Child,

James Snedaker, David E. Beatty. [455]
9. Narrative. Ministers—Thomas S. Hastings. J. x\ddison Priest, Evan

L. Davies, J. Garland Hamner. Elders—William S. Morris, Elijah Bemis,

John L. Millard.

10. Leave of Absence. Ministers—Joseph B. Page, Chester Fitch, Edmund
F. Waldo, Osman A. Lyman. Elders—Joseph Wells, Alexander McKinney,
Isaac L. Fisher.

11. Devotional Exercises. Ministers—S. Granby Spees. D. D., Henry
Osborn, Andrew M. Millar, Isaac T. Whittemore. Elders—So\va. B, Steven-

son, Charles Merrill, John W. Gossitt.

12. Mileage. Elders—Jacob S. Farrand, Hermon Griffin, John A. Weir.

The Moderator also announced the Committees on the Synodical Records,

as follows

:

1. Albany. 3Iinisters—John M. Johnson, Augustus Marsh, Francis A.

Wilbur. Elders—James Lcighton, Joseph Dixon.

2. Utica. Ministers—Samuel D. Smith, Samuel M. Wood, Henry C.

Cheadle. Elders—Orrin S. Penfield, Cyrus Coy.

3. Onondaga. Ministers—Peter W. Emens, Andrew M. Millar, Samuel J.

McCullough. Elders—Dickson C. Hazen, William H. Frost.

4. Geneva. Ministers—Francis M. Dimuiick. Almon G. Martin, John B.

Allen. AVc^ers—Joseph Riggs, William C. Hayne.

5. Susquehanna. Ministers—Levi P. Crawford, Benjamin Franklin, Henry
A. Rosseter. Elders—William Wright, Charles INIerrill.

6. Genesee. Ministers—John H. Dillingham, James Bassett, William C.

Smith. ^^tZers—Edward T. Taylor, William S. Morris.

7. New York and Neio Jersey. Ministers—William E. Moore, Richard

Craighead, Timothy Morgan. Elders—George W. Simons, Joseph Dixon.

8. Pennsylvania. Ministers—Howard Crosby, D. D., Asahel L. Clarke,

Jacob E. Conrad. Elders—Hon. Horace J. Poinier, Joseph Wells.

9. West Pennsylvania. Ministers—Henry Osborn, Gamaliel C. Beaman,

Arunah H. Lilly. Elders—Simeon Benjamin, Elias Child.

10. Michigan. Ministers—Xenophon Betts, Alexander D. Moore, Samuel

S. Thomson. Elders—Da\'id E. Beatty, Gilbert E. Collins. [45G]

11. Western Reserve. Ministers—Evan L. Davies, Huntington Lyman,

Chalon Burgess. Elders—Harley N. Bushnell, Bailey D. Foster.

12. Ohio. Ministers—Chester Fitch, Frederick Starr, Jr., Samuel New-

bury. Elders—AVilliam S. Potts, Charles H. Howell.

13. Cincinnati. Ministers—GustavT,is L. Foster, Joseph E. Tinker, J.

Addison Priest. Elders—Horace Stillman, Israel Parsons, M. D.

14. Indiana. Ministers—Charles S. Dunning, John M. Johnson, J. Gar-

land Hamner. Elders—William Churchill, Isaac Smith.

15. Wabash. Ministers—Enos Wood, Samuel A. Rawson, Abner D. Chap-

man. Elders—AVilliam S. Hibbard, Alexander McKinney.
16. Illinois. Ministers—\\\&u J. Buell, Joseph R. Page, William G. Hub-

bard. Elders—Andrew Thompson, Kindell Wilder.

17. Peoria. Ministers—Milton AA^aldo, Byron Bosworth, Timothy B.

Jervis. Elders—Solon Massey, Hascall D. Savage.
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18. Wisconsin. Ministers—Edwin S. Wright, D. D., George N. Boardman,

Herman C. Biggs. Elders—J. Gilbert Benedict, William Herries.

19. Iowa. . 3finisters—Philander Barbour, William T. Bartle, Oren H.

Newton. Elders—Isaac L. Fisher, John D. Bennett.

20. Minnesota. Ministers—James H. Phelps, Augustus Marsh, Alexander

O. Peloubet. Elders—John Chandler, Elijah Bemis.

21. Missouri. Ministers—William Atwood, Thomas Forster, Eobeit

Rutherford. Elders— \N'\\\va\\i A. Wood, John N. Gossitt.

22. Alta California. Ministers—Morgan L. Wood, Benjamin Folts,

Edwards Marsh. Elders— Charles Williams, Bernard Fowler.

The Records of the Synods were presented, and put into the hands of the

Committees appointed to examine them.

The Assembly proceeded to receive the Narratives, the Statistical Reports,

and other papers of the Presbyteries, which were duly referred to the Stand-

ing Committees.

The annual reports of the Permanent Committees on Foreign Missions.

Education for the Ministry, and Home Missions, were read, accepted, and

referred to the appropriate Standing Committees.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [457]

Frida7j, May 20th, 3 o'clock P. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The following additional Commissioners were reported, and their names

were added to the Roll

:

Edmund Wright, Minister, from the Pi-esbytery of St. Louis.

Edwin Barnard, Elder, " " "

Joseph Baker, " " " Ottawa.

Peter Allen, M. D., " " " Trumbull.

The annual reports of the Presbyterian Publication Committee, the Trus-

tees of the Presbyterian House, and the Treasurer of the Presbyterian House,

were read, accepted, and referred to the Standing Committee on Publication.

The annual report of the Treasurer of the General Assembly was read,

and referred to Messrs. Edward D. Mansfield and Edward T. Taylor, as an

Auditing Committee.

The same Committee were instructed to present a minute in respect to the

decease of the late Treasurer, Anthony P. Halsey, Esq., and also to nominate

his successor.

The Lafayette avenue Presbyterian church, in the city of Brooklyn, N. Y.,

was chosen as the place for the meeting of the next General Assembly.

A Committee, consisting of Rev. Howard Crosby, D. D., Rev. Daniel W.
Poor, D. D., and Mr. William Churchill, were appointed, to nominate a Com-
mit^^ec of Arrangements.

Resolved, That the subject of a revision of the topics, included in the

Statistical Reports required from the churches, be referred to a Committee

of five members, to report during the present sessions of the Asacmbly.

The Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D., Rev. J. Glentworth Butler, Rev.

Howard Crosby, D. D., Rev. Richard Craighead, and Rev. Augustus Marsh

were appointed to this service.

The Rev. David Winters, a Delegate from the General Synod of the Ger-

man Reformed Church in the United States, appeared, and communicated a

proposition for the opening of a correspondence with this newly organized

body.
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It was resolved that a correspondence be entered into with the General
Synod of the (jrernum Kefornied Church in the United States, on the same
basis on which we con-espond with other ecclesiastical bodies. .

Resolved^ That a Committee be appointed to prepare a minute in reference

to the tercentenary of the decease of John Calvin.

Rev. Henry B. Smith, D. I)., Rev. Robert W. Patterson, D. D., Rev. Henry
L. Hitchcock, D. D., Rev. S. Granby Specs, D. D., and Rev. Clement E. Babb,
were appointed to this service.

Reports were received from the Delegates appointed by the 'ast Assembly
to Corresponding Bodies : from the Rev. George ¥j. Pierce, D. D., the Dele-

gate to the General Association of Connecti[458]cut, from the Rev. Lewis
H. Reid, the Delegate to the General Association of New Hampshire; from
the Rev. Jotham Sewall, the Delegate to the General Conference of Maine

;

from the Rev. Beriah B. Hotchkin, the Delegate to the General Synod of the

Evangelical Lutheran Church in the L^nited States ; from the Rev. D. Hop-
kins Emerson, the Delegate to the Synod of the German Reformed Church
in the United States ; from the Rev. William Sterling, the Delegate to the

General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America

;

from the Rev. Thomas H. Skinner, D. D., LL.D., the Delegate to the General

Synod of the Protestant Reformed Dutch Church in North America ; from
the Rev. Albert Barnes, the Delegate to the General Association of Massa-

chusetts ; and from the Rev. Lyman Gilbert, the Delegate to the General

Convention of A'^ermont.

The reports were accepted, and ordered to be printed in the Appendix to

the Minutes.

The Rev. Nathaniel T. Fay, of the Presbytery of Maiimee, appeared as a

Commissioner to this Assembly without the usual credentials. His case was

referred to the Committee on Elections, who presently reported that the evi-

dence of his election was satisfactory, and recommending that he be admitted

to a seat in the Assembly.
The report was adopted, and his name was entered upon the Roll.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported supplies for the various

pulpits in the city and vicinity on the ensuing Sabbath.

They also reported, recommending that there be a public service in this

church this evening at a quarter before 8 o'clock, and that the Rev. Sher-

man B. Canfield, D. D., be invited to preach ; and recommending further,

that on Monday evening next a meeting be held in this church, under the

direction of the Moderator, in the interests of the United States Christian

Commission.

The recommendations were adopted.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 82 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, May 21s«, 8} ocloch A. 31.

The Assembly met, and wag opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Roll was called, and the Minutes of the last session were read and

approved.

The following additional Commissioners were reported, and their names

were added to the Roll

:

Arthur T. Rankin, Minister, of the Presbytery of Indianapolis.

Samuel N. Robinson, " " " Chenango.

Peter C. Vreeland, Elder, " " Washtenaw. [459]

Also, Rev. Samuel Sprecher, D. D., Delegate from the General Synod of

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United States.
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It was made the first order for Tuesday afternoon next, to receive the com-
munications of Delegates from Corresponding Bodies.

Additional reports were received from the Delegates appointed by the last

Assembly to Corresponding Bodies : from the Bev. Charles H. Foote, the

Delegate to the General Assembly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church
;

and from the Bev. Bobert W. Patterson, D. D., and Mr. William H. Brown,
the Delegates to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church which
met last year at Peoria.

The reports were accepted, and ordered to be printed in the Appendix to

the Minutes.

The annual report of the Board of Trustees of the Church Erection Fund was
read, accepted, and referred to the Standing Committee on Church Erection.

The Special Committee appointed by the last Assembly, on the subject of

Sabbath-schools, Sabbath services, and the relations of the sessions of the

churches thereto, presented a report, which was accepted, and referred to a

Special Committee, consisting of Bev. Daniel W. Poor, D. D., Bev. Edmund
Wright, and Bev. Gamaliel C. Beaman.
The Committee to nominate a Committee of Arra7igements for the next

General Assembly recommended the appointment of the following persons

:

the Bev. Theodore L. Cuyler, the Hon. Edward A. Lambert, and Messrs.

Gurdon Burchard, William W. Wickes, William Churchill, Walter S. Grif-

fith, Henry Ide, and J. C. Halsey, M. D.

The report was adopted.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported Overture No. 1,—

a

memorial from the Presbyterian Historical Society, asking this Assembly to

adopt such action, as may aid the Society in its present efforts to secure

funds for the erection of a fire-proof building, for the preservation of its

valuable collections, and for an endowment, the interest of which shall be
applied to the general purposes of the library.

The Committee recommended the following action

:

Resolved., That the Assembly regards with favor the objects of the Pres-

byterian Historical Society, and also its present efforts to secure funds for

the erection of a suitable fire-proof building, for the safe preservation of its

valuable collections, and for an endowment, and commends the Society to the

confidence and favor of our people.

The report was adopted.

The Committee also reported Overture No. 2—asking what order should
be taken in regard to those Presbyteries, which do not [460] adopt the As-
sembly's plan for the payment of the expenses of their Commissioners. The
Committee recommended

That the Assembly earnestly reiterate the sentiments and recommendation
of the last General Assembly, (Minutes, pp. 329, 330,) and urge them espe-

cially upon the attention and fraternal feelings of the older and larger

Presbyteries. The strong should help the weak, otherwise the new and dis-

tant Presbyteries must be imperfectly and irregularly represented, and thus
their connection with the Church becomes loose, nominal, and uncertain,

instead of being that vital, mutually helpful, and permanent relation which
it ought to be.

This principle of mutual help is carried much further in the Free Church
of Scotland, where all the money contributed to the support of the ministry
is thrown into a common fund, and thence disbursed to the different pastors.

Thys they who gather much have nothing over, and they who gather little

have no lack.

The report was adopted.
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A Commiftee, consisting of the Rev. Howard Crosby, D. D., Rev. Daniel

W. Poor, D. D., Rev. Robert W. Patterson, D. D., Avith Elders George W.
Simons, and Edward D. Mansfield, were appointed to prepare a minute on the

state of the country.

The Permanent Committee on Home Missions presented a special report,

as directed by the last General Assembly, in regard to the expediency of

publishing, in a popular form, information relating to the work specially

committed to their care.

The report was accepted, and referred to a Special Comniittee, consisting

of the Rev. William E. Moore, Rev. Addison Kingsbury, D. D., Rev. W.
Wallace Atterbury, Rev. Charles H. Foote, Rev. Samuel W. Boardman, and
Messrs. Simeon Benjamin, Hon. Horace J. Poinier, Hon. Charles Noble, and
Charles A. Uavison.

The Sjjecial Committee appointed by the last General Assembly to report

on the subject of making provision for disabled ministers, and the families

of ministers deceased, presented their report, which was accepted, and ordered

to be placed on the docket.

A communication was received, by telegraph, from the General Assembly
now in session at Newark. N. J., requesting this Assembly to unite with

that body in spending the afternoon of Wednesday next in thanksgiving and
prayer for our beloved country.

The request was unanimously acceded to, and the Stated Clerk directed to

inform the Assembly at Newark, by telegrapli, that this body will unite with

them on Wednesday next, at 3 o'clock P. M.
Adjourned until Monday, at 82 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 2M, 8J clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exerci.ses. [^^61]

The further calling of the Roll was dispensed with, until the close of the

sessions.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The following additional Commissioners were reported, and their names

were added to the Roll

:

Seth W. Case, Elder, from the Presbytery of Franklin.

James Henderson, " " Cayuga.

Jacob C. Adams, " '• Indianapolis.

A Committee to nominate Delegates to Corresponding Bodies was appointed,

consisting of Rev. Tertius S. Clarke. D. D.. Rev. James A. Carnahan, Rev.

Thomas S. Hastings, Hon. James M. Monroe, and Mr. David Bassett.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported Overture No. 3,

from the Presbytery of New York, Fourth, inquiring what shall be done, in

making up the annual statistical reports, with those members whose place of

residence is not known to the session.

Your Committee report: That, according to repeated declarations of

previous Assemblies, (see pp. 41-3 of the " Digest,") such names cannot

be stricken from the Roll. Each session, in making up its own report, is at

liberty to state the number of such members. And this Committee recom-

mend, that the question of providing an additional column for such cases in

the statistical returns be referred to the Special Committee of this Assem-

bly, which now has the subject of these tables in its charge.

The report was adopted.

The same Committee further reported Overture No. 2

:

An application from the Presbytery of Cincinnati, that Presbyteries may
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be authorized to receive for a time under their care churches in the slave-

holding States, where we have no Presbyteries formed.

A similar case was submitted by the same Presbytery in 1859, (see

"Minutes," pp. 16, 17, 18, and '-Digest," p. 131.)* No further action is

required.

The report was adopted.

The Committee further reported Overture No. 4, as follows :

A minister who has laid aside the active duties of the profes.sion, and
engaged in a secular calling, though he occasionally preaches and admin-
isters the ordinances, and attends meetings of Presbytery, wishes to be

informed whether it is compatible with the discipline of our Church, for

him to accept the office of ruling elder in the church where he resides.

Your Committee find that the question must, according to our Constitu-

tion, be answered in the negative. (See " Form of Government," Chap.

XIIL, sec. 2.)

The report was adopted.

A report was received from the Rev. John Sailor, the Delegate [462]
appointed by the last General Assembly to the Presbyterian and Congrega-
tional Convention of AVisconsin.

The report was accepted, and ordered to be printed in the Appendix to

the Minutes.

Resoh-ed^ That the subject of the relation of unemployed ministers to the

churches among whom they reside, and whom they may be desired and ai'e

disposed to serve as ruling elders, be referred to a Committee., to consider

and recommend what action can and ought to be taken by the Assembly for

removing the constitutional restrictions which prevent the employment of

such ministers in the service of the church as ruling elders ; and report to

the next Assembly.
Rev. Henry B.'Smith, D. D., Rev. Daniel W. Poor, D. D., Rev. Edwin F,

Hatfield, D. D., Rev. Thomas H. Skinner, D. D., and Rev. Samuel T. Spear,

D. D., were appointed to this service.

The Rev. Thomas E. Vermilye, D. D., the Delegate from the General

Sjmod of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church in North America,
addressed the Assembly, and the Moderator responded.

It was recommended, that the first week of January be observed as

a week of prayer, with reference to the Conversion of the World ; and that

the last Thursday in February be devoted to the spiritual interests of

students in our Colleges and other seminaries of learning.

The Stated Clerk reported, that he had notified the Presbyteries of the

action of the last Assembly in relation to the " Church Psalmist," and that

he had received a reply from only fifteen Presbyteries, a number too small

to justify any general report.

The report was accepted.

Messrs. Marcus C. Riggs. Tobias D. Lander, and Charles A. Davison were
appointed auditors of the Church Erection accounts for the ensuing year.

It was made the order for 5 o'clock this afternoon, to hear the Rev.
Samuel Sprecher, D. D., the Delegate from the General Synod of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in the United States.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 23d, 3 ddoch P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

* Reprint, pp. 16, 17.
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The Committee on Commissions reported that the Rev Edward P. Hum-
phrey, D. J)., the Delegate from the General Assembly which met last year
at Peoria, was present, and his name was added to the Roll.

The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions presented their report,

which, having been amended, was adopted, and is as follows

:

['^^^l
It is not for the sake of mere form, that the Standing Committee recom-

mend the adoption of the report of the Permanent Committee on Foreign
Missions. That document was prepared with evident and commendable
diligence, accuracy, and zeal for the honor of Him who, having tasted death

for every man, said to his disciples :
" Gro, teach all nations." Presenting

facts and suggestions fitted at once to humble, encourage, and guide us, it

deserves to be read and pondei'ed by all the ministers, eldei's, and members
of our branch of the Church of Christ.

Some things brought to view in the report merit special attention.

1. The urgent importance of a general and vigorous compliance with the

recommendation of the General Assembly of 18(J3. That recommendation
is expressed in a resolution which was adopted unanimously, and which, for

convenience of reference, is here quoted

:

" liesoloed, That each Presbytei-y connected with the Assembly be ear-

nestly requested to arrange, at their next meeting, for the thorough and
systematic presentation of the claims of the cause of Foreign Missions to

each of their churches, and, as far as possible, to every member thereof;

and to appoint one of their ministers or elders as the presbyterial agent for

Foi'eign Missions, whose duty it shall be to see that the cause is presented

to each church ; to report at each meeting of the Presbytery ; and also to

report annually to the Permanent Committee of the Assembly what each

church has done for the cause during the year ; and that the Stated Clerk

of each Presbyter)^ be requested to furnish, t(t the Permanent Committee,

the name of the minister or elder, who shall be appointed the presbyterial

agent for Foreign Missions."

Nothing has transpired during the past year to show that this action was
not eminently wise. So far as the Standing Committee can sec, it was as

likely to meet with a cordial and practical response as any action, either

then or now possible, on the part of the Assembly ; and, thoroughly carried

out by the Presbyteries, it would accomplish many exceedingly desirable

results. It would greatly increase the amount of contributions, and stir up
in many hearts a more fervent spirit of prayer for the conversion of the

world to Christ. It would remind not a few of their stewardship to God,

and their obligation to manifest their gratitude for the light of the Gospel,

by imparting it to those who sit in the region and shadow of death. It

would diffuse much valuable information on the progress of Christ's king-

dom in the world, and thus awaken interest and hope by turning attention

to the promises of the Lord and the signs of the times.

It would show the efficiency of the voluntary principle in the work of

Christianization both at home and abroad, and would develop the energy,

and illustrate the peculiar adaptation, of the presbyterial system for that

work.

The report of that action gave joy to our missionaries. It was an encour-

aging sign of spiritual growth in our churches ; and seem[464]ed to promise

a large increase of sympathy, between us and those whom we have sent

forth to the labors and trials of preaching Christ to the dark-minded and

degraded.

2. The second thing in that report deserving our serious attention, is the

partial, not to say general, failure of the Presbyteries, suitably to respond to
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the Assembly's earnest request That failure has not probably been so gen-

eral, as the lack of reports from the Presbyteries might seem to indicate.

There is reason to believe that many of those bodies have taken some action

on the subject, and intended to do more, and yet have fallen short of a full

performance of the work recommended.
Since the last report there has been an increase of thirty-four in the num-

ber of contributing churches, and of $10,000 in the amount contributed.

Yet it is painfully manifest, that far less has been accomplished than

might reasonably have been expected. The failure referred to cannot be

justified on the ground, that many things in the state of our country have
tended to withdraw attention from Foreign Missions, and to divert contribu-

tions to objects at home. Our Lord's command, " Go ye into all the world

and preach the Gospel to every creature," is neither repealed nor suspended.

The maxim or excuse, Inter arma leges, i^ilent, cannot reach the grand law of

Missions. The work of evangelizing the heathen is pre-eminently a work
of faith. It is performed with trust in Him to whom there are no insur-

mountable obstacles, and who is able to bless his people in all obedience.

It was when the British people were amid the perils and under the heavy
burdens of their long war with revolutionary France, that the Lord caused

the spirit of missionary enterprise and liberality to spread more and more
among them ; and it was when our nation was entering upon its second trial

of arms against England, that the American Board of Commissioners for

Foreign Missions was ushered into the world, and made to grow in the affec-

tions of Christians.

The voice of the Lord, bidding us abound in his work, the wail of more
than six hundred millions of souls on their way to the judgment without

the Gospel ; aye, and the entreaties also of our missionaries, ought to be

heard above all the din and roar of our civil war. During the three years

of our struggle with a rebellion born of slavery, the.se missionaries have
evinced an intense interest in the success of our government, and in the

overthrow of that system of iniquity which has been not only a source of

peril to our country, but a stumbling-block to the heathen. We have had
their prayers, their contributions to relieve our sick and wounded soldiers,

and, in several instances, their sons to help us fight our battles. When such
servants of the Lord remind us of the door of access to the heathen—wide

as the world—and when we see them laboring in some of the most fruitful

and hopeful parts of the great field, under the auspices of that Board with

which our relations continue to be so harmonious, shall we be deaf to their

request for more men and ampler means to shed the light of saving knowl-
edge ? [405] At a time when we are a spectacle to the whole world, our

example of munificence toward many other worthy objects ought not to

be marred by a defect of liberality towards this cause, so noble in its philan-

thropy, and so dear to Him who holds all the interests of our country in His
hand. Our great need as a nation is not of more money, nor of more men.

Our physical resources are abundant. What we should seek above all things

else is the favor of God, and the righteousness which exalteth a nation.

Now the spirit of Missions is a vitalizing spirit to tho.se sentiments and prin-

ciples, which are essential to prepare us to solve aright some of the most
difficult problems growing out of our present struggle. To view all men,
of whatever race, or color, or present condition, from the stand-point of the

Cross and of a common salvation, would strongly tend to raise the Church
and the nation to that high moral level to which our safety requires us to

ascend.

The Committee recommend the passage of the following resolutions

:
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Resolved, That the Commissioners to this General Assembly be earnestly

requested, at the next meeting of their respective Presbyteries, to call par-
ticular attention to this great cause, with the view of securing a thorough
compliance with the recommendation of the last Assembly.

liesohrd, That it be recommended to all our ministers to magnify this

cause in their ministraticuis, and to co-operate with the presbyterial agent by
exchanges, and in such other ways as they shall find practicable, in order to

have it presented to all our churches.

Resolved, That, on account of the unexpected increase in the cost of ex-
change, whereby one dollar contributed here amounts to only sixty cents in

the currency of the world when sent abroad, all of our churches who can do
so, be earnestly requested to add forty per cent, to their contributions of la.st

year; and, if their contributions have already been made, that the Assembly
suggest to them to take up an extra collection to meet the difference of ex-
change, as a part of our war burden, that we may do what we can to keep
the Board from closing its current financial year in debt.

The term of service of A.sa D. Smith, ll !>., Alfred E. Campbell, D. D.,

James W. McLane, D. I)., Rev. John McLeod. and Jesse W. Benedict, Esq.,

as members of the Permanent Committee expires at this time, and by the
death of J. Parsons Ilovey, D. D., a vacancy has occurred in the class whose
term of service expires in 1865. The Committee recommend the election

of Alfred E. Campbell, D. D., Rev. John McLeod. Rev. R. Russell Booth,
Jesse W. Benedict, Esq., and Mr. William Churchill, to serve three years;

and Rev. T. Ralston Smith, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of
the Rev. J. Parsons Hovey, D. J).

The Committee on the State of the Country presented their report, which
was unanimously adopted (the whole Assembly rising in expression of their

approbation,)*and is as follows :

[^*^*^J
Wherecis, The iniquitous rebellion, prompted by reckless ambition in the

defense and furtherance of human slavery, continues to lift itself against the

liberal and legitimate Government of the United States ; and
Whereas, Such rebellion not only violates the sacred principle of obedience

to the authorities ordained of God, but also directly advocates the hindrance

of the free progress of Gods Holy Word, and thus, as Anti-Christ, opposes

itself to the truth ; and,

Whereas, Its aiders and abettors are responsible for the sea of blood that

has been shed, through their resistance to the righteous efforts of the Gov-
ernment to save the life and integrity of the nation ; and.

Whereas, It becomes the Church of Christ to iTtter no uncertain voice in

regard to a grand public fact—so intimately and essentially associated with

its interests ; therefore.

Resolved, 1. That this General Assembly heartily re-afiirms the principles,

and renews the declarations, of previous General Assemblies, so far as appli-

cable to the present aspect of public affairs.

Resolved, 2. That we recognize clearly the good hand of our God in all

the victories of the national arms, whereby the limits of the rebellion have

been contracted, and its vitality impaired ; and we look humbly and con-

fidently to the same Divine source for further success, until the cause

of the nation shall be vindicated and' peace established on the grave of

treason.

Resolved, .3. That we also recognize the same good hand of our God in

the disappointments and delays of the war, by which he has made more
sure the complete destruction of the vile system of human bondage,

and rendered less self-confident and more religious the heart of the nation.
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Resolved, 4. That, in such recognition and hope, we do by no means lose

sight of our national and individual sins, which render us so utterly unworthy

of the Divine favor, but confess them with penitent hearts, and trust to a

covenant God in Christ Jesus, that this unworthiness will not hinder the

might of God's grace in behalf of the cause of right and order.

Resolved, 5. That we exhort all ovir churches to renewed zeal and faithful-

ness in supplication to God for the deliverance of the land, and the prosper-

ity of Christ's kingdom, through the blessings of national peace and fra-

ternity.

Resolved, 6. That we cordially uphold the Government with our sym-

pathies and prayers in its energetic efforts for the • suppression of this most

causeless and cruel rebellion ; and urge all Christians to refrain from weak-

ening the authority of the Administration by ill-timed complaints and un-

necessary criticisms, fully believing that, in such a crisis, all speech and

action which tend to difference should be studiovisly avoided for the sake of

the common weal.

Resolved, 7. That a copy of these resolutions, duly authenticated, be trans-

mitted to the President of the United States. E"^'^^]

Rev. Thomas Brainerd, D. D., Rev. Howard Crosby, D. D., Rev. Robert

W. Patterson, D. D., Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D., with 3Iessrs. Samuel

H. Perkins and Walter S. Grifiith, were appointed a Committee to present

this action of the Assembly to the President of the United States.

Resolved, That the pastors of the churches be requested to read the same

to their congregations.

The following resolution was presented, and referred to the Standing Com-
mittee on Home Missions

:

Resolved, That the Standing Committee on Home Missions be directed to

inquire as to the necessity and expediency of the General Assembly's adopt-

ing some specific arrangements, whereby the institutions of the Gospel may
be given to the large and increasing number of freedmen, who have been

emancipated during the present civil war.

The Rev. Samuel Spvecher, D. D., the Delegate from the General Synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United States, addressed the

Assembly, and the Moderator responded.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 8^ o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday, May 24:fh, 8h dclock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The following additional Commissioner presented his credentials, and his

name was added to the Roll

:

David Dickey, Elder, from the Presbytery of Rochester.

Resolved, That a Committee of nine be appointed to take into consideration

the expediency of revising the list of ecclesiastical bodies with which the Gen-

eral Assembly is in Correspondence, and of discontinuing the custom of pay-

ing the expenses of our Delegates, and to recommend such changes, if any,

as in their judument may appear desirable for the Assembly to inaugurate.

The Rev. Robert W. Patterson, D. D., Rev. Howard Crosby, D. D., Rev.

Joseph R. Page, Rev. Gustavus L. Foster, Rev. Timothy B. Jervis, and

Messrs. John A. Weir, James G. Irwin, Horace Stillman, and Isaac L'Hom-
medieu were appointed to serve on this Committee.

At the request of the Mileage Committee, the time for the presentation
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of the bills of tlie Commissioners, and the payment of "funds, was extended
to the close of the present day.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported Overture No. 3, a memo-
rial of the Synod of Michigan on Sabbath-Schools

;

["^^8]

And recommended that it be referred to the Special Committee to which
was referred the report on the same subjects presented at this meeting by a

Committee appointed by the last Assembly.
Also Overture No. 4, on the same subject, from the Presbytery of Otsego

;

And recommended that it be referred to the Special Conwnittee on the

revision of the Statistical Tables.

Also Overture No. 5, on a periodical, from the Presbytery of Chicago

;

And recommended that no further action be taken, inasmuch as the sub-

ject is before the Assembly by report from a Committee of the last Assem-
bly.

The report was adopted.

The Standing Committee on PJducation presented their report, as follows

:

The Standing (^ommittee on Education respectfully present to the General

Assembly the following report

:

The annual report of the Permanent Committee on Education, with the

accompanying statements from our Theological Seminaries, presents a condi-

tion of the Education cause in our Church highly gratifying, and calling for

thankfulness to God.
The Assembly's Plan is now fairly in operation ; and by its great success

in organizing the work in all parts of the Church, and developing the inter-

ests of the Church into activity for the furtherance of this cause, it com-

mends itself to the high estimation and confidence of the Assembly.

In view, however, of the fiict, that so large a number of churches have
failed to make an annual collection for this object, it is evident that there is

still need to urge upon the Presbyteries, the importance of carrying out with

energy the provisions of the Plan, and securing a hearing for this cause

annuall}', by each of the congregations in connection with us. This is of

high importance, not only for procuring the funds necessary for the effective

carrying forward of our Educational work, but still more for keeping the

mind and heart of the Church alive -And earnest in it.

It is gratifying to learn, from the report of the Committee, that they have

been able to meet all the demands upon their treasury, giving the young men
the full amount of their allowed appropriation, and to reach the close of the

year with a balance on hand, prepared to meet the wants of the coming

year.

There is also abundant occasion for gratification in the highly prosperous

financial condition of our Seminaries. And we notice, with peculiar satisfac-

tion, numerous liberal donations to them, for the endowment of scholarships,

the erection or iinprovement of buildings, the removal of debts, and the

enlargement of their facilities for usefulness—examples of intelligent gener-

osity worthy of imitation. The Lord seems to have smiled very benignantly

on all the efforts of the General Assembly to place its several evangelizing

institutions in working order ; and we may congrat[4G9]ulate ourselves that,

as respects the men, and the means, and the organizations, we possess, as a

denomination, ample and admirable equipment for the great work committed

to us.

The report, however, informs us that the number of students has been

smaller than in former years. While there is an evident cause for this, in

the fact that many of our promising young men, constrained by a sense of

duty, have devoted themselves to the service of the country in connection
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with tlie army, and while we give them our hearty approbation, and deem
theirs a noble and appropriate sacrifice, the question may yet be asked with

some solicitude. Are our churches doing what they may to call out the young
men fitted for the ministry, and induce them to consecrate themselves to this

sacred work ?

A full supply of suitable candidates for the ministry is now a prominent
demand upon the Church. All the questions and objections, based upon the

number of unemployed ministers and the difficulties of obtaining settlements,

vanish before the right view of Christ's arrangement for spreading his

Gospel ; before his direction to pray that laborers may be sent forth into the

great harvest ; before the well-considei"ed facts in the case ; and especially

before the clear indications that, when this fearful war, in which our nation

is struggling into a nobler life than she has before known, shall have passed

away, there will be a louder call and a wider field for ministers and mission-

ary work, than the Church has yet had presented to her. She must take

large views of this work ; and while filling her mouth with arguments to

address to the Lord of the harvest, must seek to have her heart filled with
the grandeur and importance of it. The great idea of entire consecration to

God must take complete possession of her, and be a practical power in her
living. Household consecration, basing itself with vital, loving faith on
God's everlasting covenant with his people, should be an influential principle,

and a spiritual habit to her. Let all her children be sacredly set apart for

God, to be trained for him to serve him in whatsoever sphere he may appoint.

Let faith and prayer seek to secure their early conversion by his grace. Let
the Church go back to her ancient faith in this respect ; a faith she has never
lost, but of whose quickened energy there are encouraging evidences in the
increased attention to tJie religious training of children, and hopeful indica-

tions of their conversion. And let the ministry, as a sphere of service for

God of unequalled importance and desirableness, be made a prominent theme
in the pulpit, in the prayer-meeting, in the fainily circle, and in the hearts

of parents. In addition to general consecration to God, let parents see

whether it may not be their privilege and duty to give their children to the
ministry

;
and let it be brought, in a judicious and faithful manner, before

the minds of children, so as to lead them to ask earnestly of the Lord what
he would have them do. Let the Church be thus persuaded of the high
value of the ministry of the Gospel, and its essential importance to her own
perpetuity and extension, for Christ's glory, in the sal[470]vation of souls.

And let the children of the Church be thus educated for God, and taught to

look upon the ministry as a noble and attractive sphere of duty, having
prime claims upon them

;
and the want of ministers, enlarge as it will, will

be fully and constantly supplied.

And. what is equally important, we shall thus educate a ministry of the
best kind—a ministry devoted to God, inspired with the love of Christ, filled

and ruled by the Holy Ghost. In former years, the Education cause has
labored under the imputation of bringing into the ministry men not adapted
to the work, and of being simply a means of helping those who could not,

or would not, help themselves. That imputation, if ever just, is no longer
so. The P]ducation Plan of our Assembly is not a charity, nor simply a way
of aiding indigent young men into the ministry. It is an agency of the
Church for inculcating right view.s of the nature of the ministerial work,
and of calling to that work those who are fitted for it. Its province is to

enlighten the mind and stir the conscience of the Church, so that parents and
sons in all classes of life may feel God's claims upon them, and may not
turn aside to any other sphere of service, however lucrative or pleasing,

18
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without carefully considering whether the young men shall not give them-

selves up to this holy ministry. While, with a due sense of obligation, it

aims to assist those who struggle manfully amid difficulties to obtain a fitting

preparation for the ministry, it seeks also to call out, for this work, those

whose more fortunate circumstances enable them to dispense with such

assistance. It will help the needy, and it presents Christ's claims to the rich.

It aims to secure men for the ministry, men of right ability and right spirit

;

and to put them in the way of the best training, whether they need pecu-

niary assistance or not.

A church deeply moved by love to Christ, and rightly estimating this

work, will furnish such men. The Master will walk among her fiunilies. and
will say to her sons, with a voice to which they will respond with joyful

obedience: "Go, preach my Gospel."

It has seemed to your Committee desirable, in view of the increased

prices of all the necessaries of life, that the Permanent Committee should

be authorized temporarily to increase the amount of appropriations to those

Avho receive the benefit of its funds ; and a resolution to that effect is here-

with submitted. The authority is limited to the present year, because the

difficulty, it is hoped, will be but temporary, and it is not desirable to disturb

the permanent rules of the Plan.

The report of the Permanent Committee shows a balance in the hands of

the Treasurer of $3320.86. This is the accumulation of two years, and

marks the success with which the Plan is working ; at the same time that

it results from the diminution of the number of applicants for aid. It is to

be hoped and expected that coming years will furnish a larger number of

applicants ; while we are also to look for a still larger amount of contribu-

tions from the churches, numbers of which have yet. contributed nothing;

and to expect that each year [^71] will furnish the means with which to

supply its own deniands. Your Committee would suggest, that the Per-

manent Committee be empowered to invest, in permanent scholarships, such

amounts as may remain after the appropriations and expenses of each year

have been paid. There will thus be secured a permanent and increasing

fund, to meet any exigencies that may arise from financial revulsions or

other causes; while there will be a just ground and abundant occasion for

the annual presentation of the cause to all the churches.

In conclusion, your Committee would recommend to the General Assembly
the adoption of the following resolutions :

Resolved, 1. That this Assembly finds renewed occasion for confidence in

the wisdom and efficiency of the Plan of Education, as managed by the

Assembly's Permanent Committee, and for commending it to the cordial

regard of the churches.

Res(jlved, 2. That the Assembly would hereby urge upon the Presby-

teries a careful observance of the rules of the Plan, and persistent efforts to

secure the sympathy and energetic co-operation of all the churches in its

behalf; and would also express its sense of the importance of giving to the

cause of the Christian ministry a prominence in the pulpit, and in other

departments of church life and action.

Resolved. 3. That the Assembly would impress upon the Presbyteries the

need of great carefulness in their examination of candidates for the aid of

this fund, in respect especially to their intellectual qualifications, the earnest-

ness and spirituality of their piety, and their aptness to teach according to

the injunction of the Holy Spirit.

Resolved, 4. That the Assembly has heard with much satisfaction the

statements of the condition of Auburn, Lane, and Union Theological Sem-
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inaries ; and commends these institutions to the love, esteem, and still farther

liberal benefactions of the churches.

Rnsohed, 5. That, in view of the present high prices of all articles, the

Permanent Committee are hereby authorized to increase the appropriations

for the present year, at their discretion, to an amount not exceeding twenty
per cent, additional to each appropriation.

Resnhed, 6. That the Permanent Committee are hereby empowered to

invest in good securities, for permanent scholarships, from time to time, such

sums as may remain in their hands, after their regular appropriations and
necessary expenses have been paid.

Your Committee would also recommend the following persons for election

as members of the Permanent Committee, to supply the places of those

whose term of office expires at this time, namely : Rev. James P. Wilson,

D. D., Rev. R. Russell Booth, Rev. Charles S. Robinson, Rev. J. Glent-

worth Butler, and Mr. Fisher Howe.
Pending the consideration of the report, a written communication was

received from the General Assembly in session at Newark, [472] N. J., con-

veying more fully the information received by telegraph on the twenty-first

instant, that, in view of the condition of our country, they had resolved to

spend Wednesday afternoon of this week in thanksgiving to Almighty God
for past mercies, and in prayer for his continued blessing upon our country

;

with a request that this Assembly would unite with them at the same time

in the same object.

Thereupon it was resolved to comply with the request, and that the Stated

Clerk be instructed to communicate this action to the Moderator of the Gen-
eral Assembly at Newark, N. J., with an assurance of our hearty sympathy
with them, in thus commending the case of our beloved country to the ftivor-

able regard of the God of our fathers, the Great Head of the Church—both

theirs and ours.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday, May 24.th, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Judicial Committee reported a memorial from the Synod of Onon-
daga, in relation to the action of the last General Assembly in the case

of the complaint of Mr. S. Edwards Todd against certain decisions of that

Synod.

In examining this case, the Committee find, first, that the history of the

case is briefly this : Mr. S. E. Todd was tried by the Congregational church
of Genoa on certain chai'ges, and suspended from the privileges of the church.

Mr. Todd entered a complaint against this action before the Presbytery of

Cayuga, to the eifect that it was grossly irregular, unjust, and unconstitu-

tional. The Presbj'tery sustained the complaint, but adopted no minute as

to the eifect of their action in regard to the proceedings complained of.

Messrs. William Robinson and Esbon Lyon then carried the case to the

Synod, by complaint against the action of the Presbytery, as being uncon-

stitutional
;
especially in that it was secured by the vote of the Moderator,

when he had no right to vote, and for other reasons which it is not necessary

here to repeat.

The Synod, by nearly a unanimous vote, sustained the complaint and cen-

sured the Presbytery ; and then, as they should have done, put upon their

records a minute as to the effect of this action upon the proceedings below,
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namely, tliat it necessarily annulled the action of the Preshytery, and left

that of the church untouched ;
or, in the language of the Book adopted

by the Synod, reversed that of the Presbytery and affirmed that of the

church.

The case came before the Assembly of 1863 by complaint of Mr. S. E.

Todd against the action of the Synod. We have not this complaint before

U8 ; but infer, from the documents that we have, that the complaint was,

that the Synod ought to have remanded the case to the Presbytery ; but that,

instead of doing so, they reviewed and decided the whole case. The action

of the last As[473]sembly is found on pages 277-280 * of their Minutes. The
Judicial Committee found that the forms required by our Book in cases of

complaint had not been observed ; and yet, deeming that, according to the

spirit of the Book, the complaint was properly before the Assembly, proceeded

to present their findings in the case, and to recommend that it be remanded

to the Synod, with instructions to remand it to the Presbytery. Their re-

port was adopted.

When the action of the Assembly came before the Synod of Onondaga,

it was referred to a Special Committee, who brought in the following report

and resolution

:

" Your Committee, to whom was referred the minute of the General As-

sembly relating to the case of S. Edwards Todd, report

:

" That the General Assembly, at the request of Mr. Todd, at its last meet-

ing, revised the proceedings of the Synod of Onondaga, in the matter of a

complaint from the Presbytery of Cayuga, and virtually condemned the said

Synod, without allowing it a trial in due form, and without allowing it any

adequate means of defence.
" The irregularities of the General Assembly were the following, namely

:

"1. It was irregular to entertain the case, because it did not come up in

the regular order, no notice having been given the Synod, through the

Moderator, that it was to go to the Assembly. (See Book of Discipline,

Chap. VII., sec. 3, § v.)

" 2. It was irregular, because the case was not put into the hands of the

Clerk of the Assembly before the close of the second day's session. (See

Book, Chap. VII., sec. 3, § vii.)

" 3. It was irregular to entertain the case, when the complainant did not

appear, either in person or by counsel. (See Digest, pp. 212, 214, 215.)

" 4. It was irregular for the Assembly to act upon the case on the state-

ments of the Judicial Committee, without hearing the testimony or the

record. (See Book, Appendix, Rule 40. Also, Chap. VII., sec. 3, § viii.,

ix. Also, Chap. VII., sec. 4, § iv., v.)

" The accusations brought against the Synod by the General Assembly are

the following

:

" 1. Irregularity in the prosecution of the case.

" 2. Recording a judgment, reversing a decision of the Presbytery of

Cayuga, and affirming a decision of the church in Genoa, without assigning

any reason whatever.
" 3. Failing to comply with a requirement of the Book of Discipline, in

not remitting to the Presbytery of Cayuga, for a new trial, the matter in

which a decision of said Presbytery had been reversed.

" This accusation is supported by a reference to the Book of Discipline,

Chap. VII., sec. 2, § i.-vii.

" Your Committee have investigated these accusations, and report that

they find each of them unfounded.

* Reprint, p. 212.
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" 1. That of irregularity.

" The records of the Synod show, that the prosecution of the [474] case

in question came before the Synod through the proper Committee ; that all

the testimony relating to the case was patiently examined ; that the original

parties were heard ; that the members of the Presbytery were also allowed
to explain their votes, and that every step prescribed in the Book of Disci-

pline was scrupulously adhered to.

" 2. Recording a judgment without giving any reason, etc.

" This accusation your Committee find to be unfounded. The Synod has
given a reason for reversing the decision of the Presbytery of Cayuga. It

is found in the decision of Synod, in the paragraph marked • first,' and was
read before the General Assembly.

" It was in evidence before the Synod, that, when the question was taken
before the Presbytery on the complaint of Mr. Todd, there were seven votes

for sustaining, including the vote of the Moderator, and seven for not sus-

taining. The complaint was therefore lost by one majority, or by a tie, and
the statement is copied into the Minute of the General Assembly.

' Moreover, the Synod had at its command and on record reason for affirm-

ing the decision of the church in Genoa, which was also additional reason for

reversing the decision of the Presbytery of Cayuga. The reason is contained
in the testimony before the church of Genoa, on the trial of Mr. Todd, to

which the Synod listened, and to which its Minutes refer.

" This testimony the Synod would have brought before the General As-
sembly, if its Moderator had been notified that a complaint was to be made,
in accordance with the requirement of the Book of Discipline.

" 3. Failure to comply with the requirement of the Book, etc.

"The Synod is referred, in support of this position of the General As.sem-
bly, to Chap. VII., sec 2, § i.-vii.

•' But sec. 2, of Chap. VII., relates to References, while the Todd case

came before the Synod by complaint. But, even in the paragraphs referred

to, a decision and not a remittance of the case is advised
; while the section

relating to complaints says expressly, (Chap. VII., sec. 4, § v.,) that -a com-
plaint brings the whole proceedings of the case under the review of the
superior judicatory, and may have the effect,' etc., ' of reversing the judg-
ment complained of, and placing matters in the same situation in which
they were before the judgment was pronounced.'

" In view of the foregoing statement, the Synod resolves :

" 1. That, while affirming its allegiance to the ecclesiastical authority of
the General Assembly, the Synod cannot withhold its regret that action so

unjust and unconstitutional should have been had in the case referred to.

" 2. That, with the foregoing statement of facts in the case, the Synod
respectfully refer it for con^;:deration to the next General Assembly.

" .3. That the Commissioners to the next General Assembly from the con-

stituting Presbyteries of this Synod be requested to secure, if possible, a

reversal of the action referred to. ['^'^5]

•' The report of the Committee, as thus amended, was then adopted."'

2. In view of the whole case, your Committee further find, that the last

Assembly seem to have act^d without such a knowledge of all the facts of the

case, as a regular presentation of the complaint and the Records would have
given them; and that, therefore, the case is one which justifies the action

of this Assembly in relief of the Synod.
3. Your Committee further find, that the action of the Synod was scrup-

ulously conformed to the requirements of our Book.
They had the right to send the case back to the Presbytery, or to review
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the whole of it, according to their discretion. It is not for this court to

decide which would have been the wiser course. The Synod judge it best

to review the whole case, and their discretion is not a matter of review by
this body.

Your Committee, therefore, recommend :

That the requisition of the last Assembly on the Synod of Onondaga be

rescinded, and that the case be dismissed.

While the Committee come to this conclusion, they feel constrained also to

express decidedly their disapproval of the language of the Synod, pronouncing
the action of the Assembly " unjust and unconstitutional."

The report was adopted.

The Judicial Committee further reported Case No. 2, being the appeal of

Mrs. Maria Hill from the action of the Synod of Albany.
The Committee find the papers in order, and recommend that the case be

taken up in the following order

:

1. Hear the papers which present the appeal, and the reasons therefor.

2. The action of the lower courts.

3. The statements of the parties in the case.

4. Opinions of the members in the case.

The report was adopted, and

It was made the second order for to-morrow morning to hear and issue the

appeal.

Resolved, That the General Assembly recommends to each of its Presby-

teries the annual appointment of Standing Committees, severally, on Home
and Foreign Missions, Education and Publication, whose duties shall consist

in a special oversight of these several objects ; in the securing, as far as

practicable, a collection in behalf of each object in every church
;
and in

reporting annually to the Presbytery the amounts so contributed, as well as

other matters of special interest pertaining to each cause.

Resolved, That the Assembly further recommends that the substance of

the annual reports of such Standing Committees be embodied in the Pi'esby-

terial Narrative to the General Assembly.

A communication was received and read, inviting this x\ssembly [476] to

attend the Ohio State Sabbath-school Convention, to be held to-morrow. May
25th, at Chilicothe, Ohio.

The invitation was respectfully declined.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported that they had given leave

of absence to

Mr. Abijah F. Taylor, of the Presbytery of Buffalo.

" Robert Erwin, " Hamilton.
" J. Gilbert Benedict, " Oswego.
" Jacob C. Adams, " Indianapolis.

" Isaac Smith, " North lliver.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported an application from

the Synods of Genesee and Geneva, to change the boundaries of these Synods,

by sanctioning the transfer of the church of Hornellsville from the Presby-

tery of Steuben to the Presbytery of Genesee Valley. The action, on the

part of the church, of the Presbyteries, and of the Synods, appears to be

unanimous, and to be based on sufficient reasons.

The Committee recommended that this application be granted, and the

report was adopted.

It was made the first order for Thursday morning to hear reports from the

Committees appointed to examine the Synodical Records.

The Assembly proceeded to the order of the day, when the following
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Delegates from Corresponding Bodies addressed the Assembly, and were

responded to by the Moderator:

Kev. Edward P. Humphrey, D. D., from the General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church, which met last year at Peoria.

Rev. Abel Stevens, from the General Convention of Vermont.
Rev. David Winters, from the General Synod of the German Reformed

Church in the United States.

Written communications were also received from the Rev. C. F. McCauley,
the Delegate from the S3'nod of the German Reformed Church in the United

States, and from

Rev. Stephen C. Strong, the Delegate from the General Conference of the

Congregational Churches of Maine.

The Assembly then resumed the unfinished business, being the con-

sideration of the report of the Standing Committee on Education for the

Ministry.

The report was accepted, and the resolutions and recommendation.s therein

contained were adopted.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 8^ o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

L'^^'^li

Wednesday/, May 2oth, 8i o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour of the session was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported Overture No. 6, as

follows :

Resolved^ That this Assembly highly appreciates the faithful and self-

denying labors of its ministers, and those of other Christian denominations,

in our national army ; that it has confidence in the value of the regimental

chaplaincy, and in the motives and fidelity of the great majority of the

chaplains. And the Assembly earnestly exhorts all in its churches to

give these brethren in the field a place in their sympathies and their

prayers.

Also. Overture No. 7, as follows

:

Resolved^ That the noble devotion, labors, and sacrifices of our patriot

soldiers, and sailors call for our deepest gratitude and lasting remembrance
;

and that we regard it as the high privilege, no less than the imperative duty,

of the Church of God, to minister in every possible way to their necessities,

both temporal and spiritual.

Resoh-ed, That the Assembly have regarded with deep interest the labors

of the United States Christian Commission among the army and navy ; that

we believe it is an agency well designed to meet the necessities of the work,

and that we most cordially commend it to the Christian sympathy and lib-

eraUty of the churches here represented.

'j.'he Committee recommended the adoption of the above resolutions, and
their report was adopted.

It was made the first order for Friday morning to consider the report of

the Special Committee on the subject of provision for disa})led ministers and
the families of deceased ministers in indigent circumstances.

The first oi'der of the day not being in readiness, the xVssembly proceeded

to the second order, being the appeal of Mrs. Maria Hill from a decision of

the Synod of Albany.
The Moderator reminded the Assembly, in due form, of the judicial

character which they now assumed.
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The sentence appealed from was read.

The reasons for the appeal were read, and also the proceedings of the in-

ferior judicatory.

At this stage, by consent of the representatives of the original parties, the

whole matter was referred to a Committee consisting of JMr. Samuel H-.

Perkins, Hon. Charles Noble, and Mr. Edward D. Mansfield. [478]
The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported Overture No. 5, as

follows

:

The Commis.sioners from the Presbytery of Wilmington have been in-

structed to ask information of the A.ssenibly on the following points:

1. Who are voters in an election for trustees of a church ?

2. Who have power to call a meeting for the election of trustees of a

church ?

3. Who have power to close and hold possession of a church—the trustees

or the session ?

The Committee reported

:

1. That the questions asked are wholly legal questions, to be determined
by the local laws, relating to church property, in the State where the church
lies.

2. That, in the absence of any statutory law relating to the mode in which
trustees shall proceed, the by-laws of the corporation shall govern the mode
of proceeding.

8. That, in the absence of any specific rules of proceedings, the general

principle of law, that the ti'ust shall be executed for the sole use of those

for whom it is held, shall govern the case.

The report was adopted.

The Standing Committee on Home Missions presented their report, which
was accepted.

Pending the discussion on the question of adopting the report,

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported, recommending the cele-

bration of the Lord's Supper to-morrow evening at a quarter before eight

o'clock, agreeably to the following order

:

1. The Moderator to preside and read the opening hymn.
2. Prayer and reading of the Scriptures by Rev. James A. Carnahan.
3. Address and administration of the Bread by Kev. George N. Board-

man.
4. Prayer and administration of the Cup by Rev. John Rankin.

5. Address by Rev. George Duffield, Jr.

6. Hymn and Benediction by Rev. P]dmund Wright.
And that the following elders be designated to distribute the elements,

namely, Messrs. Marcus C. Riggs, Charles Williams, Samuel Favorite, Hon.
Charles Noble, Samuel W. Butler, M. D., Bushnell K. Bronson, Hon. Peter

Odlin, and David E. Beatty.

The report was adopted.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [^^^]

Wednesday, May 2ofh, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and spent an hour and a half in devotional exercises,

in accordance with the previous arrangement to unite with our brethren of

the other Assembly in thanksgiving and prayer for the country.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee on Commissions reported the following additional Commis-
sioner as present, and his name was added to the Roll

:
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Halsey Dunuiug, Minister, from the Presbytery of the District of Co-

lumbia.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church presented the following report,

which was unanimously adopted :

The Committee on the Polity of the Church, to whom was referred the

Overture of the Presbytery of St. Lawrence, upon the Reunion of the two
General Assemblies of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of

America, propose the following declaration :

1. That this x\ssembly cordially welcome all signs of increased love and

union among those who hold to the fundamental facts and doctrines of

the Gospel ; and bears its solemn testimony, with self-humiliation, against

whatever fosters alienation and genders strife among the disciples of our

Lord.

2. That the tendencies of modern society, the condition of Protestant

Christianity, the increase of infidelity, the progress of Romanism, and the

present and prospective state of our own country, afford powerful argu-

ments against further subdivisions, and in favor of that union and unity

of the Church into which it is to grow, and which is to be its consum-

mation ; and that we record, with unfeigned gratitude, our profound con-

viction that the spirit of disunion and of sectarianism is waning, and that

the spirit of brotherly kindness and mutual confidence is largely on the

increase.

3. That in an especial manner are those churches boixnd to foster this

spirit, who adopt the same standards of faith and order, and whose divisions

are local, personal, and incidental, and for whose Reunion there is only needed

a wise deference to each other's rights and a higher measure of Christian

charity. Adopting the same formulas of faith and form of government, all

that is needed is to receive them in the same spirit.

4. That as the churches represented by this Assembly did not inaugurate

separation, so, too, they hold to no principles and views, and would impose

no terms, inconsistent with a full and cordial Reunion, whenever and wher-

ever the will of the great Head of the Church, as indicated by divine

providence, may open the way for us all to meet together again, on the

same basis on which of old our fathers stood ; and that we should rejoice

in such Re[480]union, as a pledge of the future pro.sperity, and an augury

of the accelerated growth of the kingdom of Christ through the length

and breadth of our land ; and that it is our united and fervent prayer to

our common Ma.ster, that he would so remove all hindrances as to make a

plain path for our feet, where we may walk together, being of one heart

and mind, in the ways of the Lord.

5. That, while we do not deem it expedient now to appoint such a Com-
mittee as that asked for in the memorial of the Presbytery of St. Lawrence,

yet, that this expression of our principles and convictions, with our heartfelt

Christian salutations, be transmitted to the General Assembly of the Presby-

terian Chui*ch now in session at Newark, New Jersey.

The Committee on Leave of iVbsence reported that they had given leave

of absence to

Rev. D. Howe Allen, D. D., of the Presbytery of Cincinnati.

" Tertius S. Clarke, D. D., " Cayuga.
" Samuel D. Smith, " Huron.
" James V. A. Woods, " Kansas.
" Allen J. Buell, " Delaware.

Mr. Orrin S. Penfield, "

" Bernard Fowler, " Bloomington.
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Mr. William H. Frost, of the Presbytery of Niagara.
" Gilbert P]. Collins, " Galena and Belvidere.
" John B. Dwinnell, " Columbus.
The Special Committee, appointed by the last Assembly to inquire whether

any changes in the Plan of the Church Erection Fund are desirable to add
to its efficiency, and, if so, what, presented their report, which was accepted,
and referred to the Standing Committee on Church Erection.

The further consideration of the report of the Standing Committee on
Home Missions was made the thii'd order for to-morrow.

It was made the first order for to-morrow afternoon, to hear the report of
the Committee to whom was referred the report of the Special Committee
on the subject of Sabbath-schools and Sabbath services.

The Committees on the Kecords of the Synods of Susquehanna and Utica
respectfully reported, recommending that the Kecords be approved as far as

written ; and the reports were adopted.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 8i o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Thun^dm/, May mth, 8i o clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour of the session was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved. ["^81]

The Committee on Mileage presented their report, as follows:

The Committee on Mileage respectfully report

:

That eighty Presbyteries have paid their apportionments for the Assem-
bly's Fund in full, namely :

Albany, Columbia, Catskill, St. Lawrence, Watertown, Geneva, Chemung,
Ithaca, Wellsborough, Lyons, Cayuga, Otsego, ])elaware, Buffalo, Ontario,

Genesee, Niagara, Genesee Valley, Hudson, North Iliver, Long Island, New
York, 3d, New York, 4th, Brooklyn, Newark, Kockaway, Montrose, Wil-

mington, Philadelphia, 3d, Philadelphia, 4th, Harrisburgh, Erie, Pittsburgh,

Detroit, Monroe, Marshall, Kalamazoo, Coldwater, Saginaw, Grand River

Valley, Huron, Trumbull, Cleveland and Portage, Maumee, Scioto, Cincin-

nati, Ripley, Dayton, Hamilton, Salem, Madison, Indianapolis, Green Castle,

Crawfordsville, Fort Wayne, Illinois, Schuyler, Wabash, Alton, Ottawa,

Knox, Galena and Belvidere, Chicago, Bloomington, Milwaukee, Fox River,

Columbus, Des Moines, Keokuk, Iowa City, Dubuque, Chariton, Cedar Val-

ley, Dakota,' Minnesota, Winona, St. Louis, Lexington, Northern Missouri,

and Kansas.

That nine Presbyteries have paid in full to the Contingent Fund at the

rate of seventy-five cents for each minister, and have paid in addition a part

of their apportionment for the Commissioners' Fund, namely

:

Utica, Steuben, Onondaga, Tioga, Rochester, Elyria, Pataskala, Saint

Joseph, and Logansport.

That four Presbyteries have paid to the Contingent Fund at the rate of

seventy-five cents for each minister, namely :

Champlain, Meadville, Washtenaw, and Athens.

That the Presbytery of Troy, having twenty-one ministers, has paid

eighteen dollars; and that the . Presbytery of Franklin, having sixteen min-

isters, has paid sixteen dollars and twenty-five cents to the Contingent Fund.

That ten Presbyteries have not contributed anything toward the expenses

of the General Assembly, namely :

Oswego, Cortland, Chenango, District of Columbia, Lake Superior, Grand
River, San Francisco, Sierra Nevada, San Jose, and Washoe.
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The amount received by tlie Mileage Committee is $5486.05

The amount of bills presented to your Committee
for mileage and expenses is $4321.15

The estimate presented by the Stated Clerk of what is

needed from this Fund for the contingent expenses

of the Assembly is 1250.00 5571.15

$85.10

Which shows a deficiency of eighty-five dollars and ten cents, provided

the Commissioners are paid in full, which your Committee recommend should

be done ; and that the Stated Clerk be directed to appeal to the non-paying

Presbyteries to make good [482] the deficiency. The amount is small, and

of right should be promptly paid by the able Presbyteries which have not

contributed.

Your Committee would also recommend that five cents for each com-

municant be assessed on the Presbyteries for the necessary expenses of

the Commissioners, and for the Contingent Fund of the next General As-

sembly.

The report was adopted, and the Committee were instructed to pay the

bills of the Commissioners in full, and the balance to the Stated Clerk for

the contingent expenses of the Assembly.

It was resolved that, on account of the greatly increased expense of

paper and printing, the price of the printed Minutes be, hereafter, sixty cents

per copy, excluding postage.

The x\ssembly proceeded to the first order of the day, being the reports

of the Committees on the Synodical Records.

The reports of the Committees on the Records of the Synods of Albany,

Geneva, Genesee, Onondaga. Pennsylvania, West Pennsylvania, Michigan,

Western Reserve, Ohio, Cincinnati, Indiana, Wabash, Illinois, Peoria,

Iowa, Minnesota, and Missouri, were severally presented, recommending
that they be approved as far as written, and the reports were adopted.

The following minute was adopted on the recommendation of the Com-
mittee on the Records of the Synod of Missouri

:

In view of the probable fact, that this Synod is the only ecclesiastical

body of our Church that has been disturbed in its regular meeting by the

aggressions of the unholy Confederate rebellion
;

And in view of the certain fact, that the wicked force of treason so far

retired as to permit this Synod to return to its appointment, and hold a reg-

ular meeting even upon the historic soil of Kansas
;

The Committee request that the Moderator direct that a bi'ief thanks-

giving be now offered to Almighty God, for the signal favor and blessing

that the great Head of the Church hath, by this, shown to our brethren

of the Synod of Missouri, and through them to the Church at large.

The Assembly were then led in prayer by Rev. William Atwood.
The Committee on the Records of the Synod of New York and New

Jersey reported, recommending that they be approved as far as written, with

certain exceptions.

The report was accepted, and put upon the docket.

The committee on the Records of the Synod of Alta California reported,

that the Records had not been placed in their hands.

The report was accepted, and the Committee discharged.

The Committee on the Records of the Synod of Wisconsin reported, that

they have been subjected to an increased amount of labor in examining the

miiiutes of this Synod, in consequence of the failure of the Stated Clerk to
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send up the Records annually to the Assemblj^, as our Rules require. The
minutes of this body [483] have not been brought under the inspection of

the Assembly since May, 18G0 ; leaving an accumulation of four years of

unexamined and unapproved Records.

There are indications that the Slated Clerk has been delinquent in

punctually recording the annual Minutes as taken by the Temporary
Clerk. In this way, the Records were probably not in readiness to be

sent to the Assembly at the proper time, by the Commissioners annually
appointed.

With these exceptions, the Committee recommended that the Records be

approved as far as written, in the usual form.

The report was adopted.

The Assembly proceeded to the second order of the day, being the report

of the Standing Committee on Publication, which was accepted and the reso-

lutions appended adopted
;

it is as follows :

The Standing Committee on Publication, to whom were referred the twelfth

antiual report of the Permanent Publication Committee, and the tenth annual

report of the Trustees of the Presbyterian House, together with certain

other papers, submit the following report

:

Your C'ommittee are pleased to iind so much evidence to justify the con-

gratulation expressed to the General Assembly in the report of the Per-

manent Committee ; and being the first instance of such good cheer in

the history of the cause, the transition deserves special and grateful notice.

It is at length settled, even a very clear finality to-day. that this cause,

after so long a time of equivocal existence, is henceforth to be a sure and

living factor in the working plans of our Church. Nor this alone ; it begins

now to have some of the means and inspiration of success ; as hitherto this

poor offspring, in the group of our Christian enterprises, had but the will to

work, and the prophecy of better days to come.

This cause is also more extensively and better known through our Pres-

byterian public than at any prior day, and can bear to be still better known,

as it improves greatly on acquaintance. Though some are rather shy of it

yet. giving it but a cold recognition instead of a hearty fellowship, it has

nevertheless made many new friends the past year, and has the still deeper

confidence of its old friends, who, with their first love never abated for a

moment, have watched over it through the weary night, and are thankful to

God to see it looking so well in the morning. It is now approaching the day

when, by its own actual results, it can justify all the claims which it has

ever urged upon the General Assembly and the denomination, as being, in

manifold ways, a valuable and indispensable accessory to our growth and

power.

It is proof of some advancement, that the catalogue of publications has

not only been increased the past year by a considerable number of tracts

and bound volumes, but that so many of these are original, and are the

product of pens which we delight to [484] honor in our Church, and withal

comprise an excellent range of subjects, and hence are an installment of that

very literature which the Publication cause aims to supply, for the help

of the ministry in its manifold work, for the nurture and admonition

of the family, for the Presbyterian education of our Sabbath-schools, for

the correction and instruction of the membership in the doctrines and

polity of their own Church, and for the wider work of the evangeliza-

tion of our land. And here, as it is pertinent to the topic, your Com-
mittee would repeat and emphasize the invitation extended by the Per-

manent Committee to the educated mind of the Church, to prepare manu-
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scripts for publication, provided, let it be said, the subject cliosen and the

method of treating it will make a live book ; or, better yet, a hot-shot tract,

that will neither hang fire at the start, nor go out after it is discharged.

It is gratifying, also, to notice the special donations which have been made
to the Publication Committee for stereotyping tracts and books ; and your

Committee would cite these as sample instances of what may be done to

help the cause, in this unique form of contribution, whether it be by a

church or by admirers of the author ; as, in either case, whether through

love of the man or love of the subject, the tract or the book will be en-

dowed with a long, if not an everlasting life ; for if, as John Milton said in

his plea for a free press, he who took the life of a good book took the life

of immortality itself, so we may say, with no more of hyperbole, that he

who furnishes the Committee with the means to stereotype a good publica-

tion multiplies immortality, the dead author thus being an ever-living and

speaking host. We hope that many a layman may honor the argument by
cash.

Likewise your Committee can refer with pleasure to the increased sales of

publications, as also to the larger donations of publications, and to the glad

acknowledgments of them by pastors, laymen, and honorable women in va-

rious parts of the wide field ; and to the uniform testimony, which their cor-

respondence gives, as to the need of such publications, by our household of

faith, and by those who are strangers to us. This is no new thought, indeed,

but such a general and hearty certification of it attests the spiritual economy
and profit of our Publication cause. A large percentage of the eldership of

our Church, it is very probable, have not a copy of the Confession of Faith

and Form of Government, to say nothing of other genuine Presbyterian liter-

ature for the advantage of the fathers and the children in Israel. Where-
fore, we hail with satisfaction every evidence, and every method, of the cir-

culation of the books and tracts of our Publication House.

tlleferring now to the Treasurer's report, your Committee discern another

sign of progress, inasmuch as the amount contributed to the general purposes

of the cause, and the amount received from the sales of publications, exceed
those of the previous year over forty per cent, in respect to the sales ; while

the eff"ortto raise the Endowment Fund of $50,000 has secured nearly [485]
$30,000 of the sum. This fund, as fast as it is realized, is appropriated ac-

cording to the directions of the General Assembly of last year ; and thus the

reduction of the incumbrance on the Presbyterian House and the transfer of

the House and its profits to the Permanent Committee by a declaration of

trust are important financial gains to the whole cause. With pleasure

your Committee here mention the zealous and profitable service which the

Rev. George A. Howard, of the Presbytery of Catskill, has rendered in

behalf of the Endowment Fund, and commend him to the sympathy and
co-operation of pastors and churches in his future eff"orts.

The appointment, also, of Committees in several Presbyteries, according

to the recommendation of the last General Assembly, to secure annual

contributions to the cause from all the churches, is at least a good be-

ginning of systematic support, and will be better still when all the Pres-

byteries accept the counsel and the plan, which they are hereby besought
to do.

In examining the report of the Trustees of the Presbyterian House, which
has the tone of encouragement in it, the Standing Committee were reminded
of the twofold power of this Board of Trustees, and deem it proper to call

the attention of the General Assembly, and of our whole people, to the fact of

the corporate authority of this Board to receive and administer any bequests
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or legacies, which may be made in the interest of our other benevolent insti-

tutions, such as Home Missions and Ministerial Education. Those who want
their works to follow them after they have ceased from their labors will please

take notice, and pastors will please give the notice.

The Permanent Committee on Publication, including of course all the sub-
divisions of it, among whom the various parts of the work are distributed,

and including the laborious Secretary, deserve the cordial thanks of this As-
sembly for the patience, fidelity, and public spirit with which they have dis-

charged their respective duties.

Passing now from the foregoing commendations of the Publication cause,

your Committee would begin their recommendations to this General Assem-
bly, by urging the completion of the Endowment Fund. Year after year
the important relations of this cause to the great interests of the Church
have been pleaded before the A.ssembly. As a denomination we have
resolved, that this arm of our service shall neither be cut oft' from the

body, nor be allowed to remain a withered, impotent thing. Believing that

our dearest interests and enterprises depend, in no small measure, upon the
organized power of the press, we have instituted this Publication cause, and
have invested funds, hopes, and our very reputation in it, so that now we
must go forward. Nothing succeeds so well as success; and this we must
have in order to preserve, or rather to redeem, our name from reproach.

Delay, divided sympathy, and it might almost be said the want of natural

aiFection for our own household, have hurt our stand[48G]ing and our work.
We must take these dead flies out of the ointment, else they will vitiate the

very atmosphere of our Presbyterianism. No doubt, sectarianism, in spirit

and results, is a very unlovely thing ; and hence it has never been welcomed
among us ; but he who will not provide for his own family has even denied

the faith, which is worse than the zeal of the bigot to spread it. The trouble

in this cause is at headquarters ; it is among the staff" officers ; it is with the

ministry. If the leaders will take their columns and go to the front in sup-

port of this cause, the struggle will soon be ended. " The people will not

conti-ibute." No pastor may rightfully prejudge and censure them in ad-

vance of a fair and earnest effort. If the objection were true, it cannot

annul his duty as an ambassador. By very virtue of his office, and instruc-

tions of the Throne, every minister is appointed an agent to take up collec-

tions for the kingdom of his Lord. He is as much bound to preach Christian

beneficence, and guide it into the support of worthy objects, as he is bound
to preach repentance, faith, love, any Christian grace, or guide sinners who
seek Jesus. The right counsel, the apostolic precedent, the excellent way
of success, reads thus :

" Therefore, as ye abound in everything, in faith, and

utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in love to us, see that ye

abound in this grace also," of liberal giving. If there be any secret place of

thunder, as we believe there is, in the press, let the Church give the Publica-

tion Committee the means of working the battery, and let the ministry call

on the Church that it may furnish the supplies. And now, in order to unify

and focalize the sympathies and contributions of all our people in behalf of

the Endowment Fund,
Resolved. That the General Assembly recommend to every congregation

in connection with it, which has not already contributed its just proportion

of the §50,000, or made arrangements to do so, to take up a collection for

this purpose on the fourth Sabbath of June proximo.

Resolved. That, in the diversity of judgment among pastors and others, in

regard to the proposed Social Hymn-Book, and the consequent embarrass-

ment of the Publication Committee on the subject, it be recommended by
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the General Assembly that the book be published with four hundred hymns,
and with so many and such tunes as the Committee may judge to be in good

correspondence with the number and kind of hymns.

Resolved, That Rev. Nathan S. S. Beman,D. D., Rev. Albert Barnes, Rev.

George F. Wiswell, and Mr. Frank L. Bodine, whose term of service now
expires, be re-elected as members of the Presbyterian Publication Committee

for the ensuing three years, with the addition of Mr. Alexander Whilldin,

for the same period.

Resolved, That as the Trustees of the Presbyterian House represent that

neither in character nor by-laws is it determined what number of Trustees

constitute a quorum for the transaction [487] of business, the Assembly
decide that five members of the Trustees shall be a quorum for this purpose.

Resolved, That as the term of ofl&ce of the following Trustees of the Pres-

byterian House expires during the sessions of the present Assembly, namely.

Rev. Thomas Brainerd. D. D., Rev. Ezra E. x\dams, Mr. John A. Brown,

3Ir. Matthew W. Baldwin, and Samuel H. Perkins, Esq., the Assembly re-

elect these brethren as members of the said Board of Trustees for the

ensuing three years.

The further consideration of the report of the Standing Committee on

Home Missions was made the first order for this afternoon, in place of the

report of the Committee on Sabbath-schools and Sabbath Services.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises presented the following report,

which was adopted :

The Committee recommend the observance of the Tercentenary of the

death of John Calvin to-morrow evening, agreeably to the following order

:

1. The Moderator to preside.

2. Prayer by Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D.

3. Opening address by the Moderator.

4. Address by Mr. Edward D. Mansfield.

5. Address by Rev. Llewellyn J. Evans, one of the professors of Lane
Theological Seminary.

6. Address by Rev. Howard Crosby, D. J).

7. Address by Rev. Henry B. Smith, D. D.

8. Benediction by Rev. Samuel M. Sparks.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday, May 26th, 3 o clock P. 31.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported that they had given leave

of absence to the following persons

:

Rev. Corydon W. Higgins, of the Presbytery of Ithaca.

" Arunah H. Lilly, " Lyons.
" William N. Sayre, " North River.

" William T. Bartle, " Kalamazoo.
" John B. Allen, « Cleveland.
" Samuel S. Thomson, " Crawfordsville.

" John Glass, " Cedar Valley.
" James J. Wilson, " Northern Missouri.

Mr. Edward T. Taylor, " Wilmington.
" Peter C. Vreeland, " Washtenaw. [488]
" William S. Potts, " Minnesota.
" Ebenezer Jenkins, " Chicago.
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Mr. Charles Williams, of the Presbytery of Galena and Belvidere.
" John N. Gossitt, " Fort Wayne.
" James Snedaker, " Ripley.
" Isaac L'Hommedieu, " Cleveland.

Hon. James Seymour, " Saginaw.

Mr. William C. Ilayne, " Kalamazoo.
" Rufiis L. Perkins, " Erie.

" James Leighton, " Montrose.
" Andrew Thompson, M. D., " Genesee.

Hon. James 31. Monroe. " Onondaga.
Mr. Theron Van Auken, " Geneva.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Publication Committee to revise the
" Church Psalmist." with a view to the restoration of the original phraseology,

where deemed advisable.

The Assembly proceeded to take up the first order of the day, being the

further consideration of the report of the Standing Committee on, Home
Missions, which, after amendment, was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Standing Committee on Home Missions, to whom were referred the

annual report of the Permanent Committee on Home Missions, and other

papers, respectfully submit the following report:

In reviewing the report of the Permanent Committee, which has been

presented to the Assembly, we find many occasions for encouragement and
devout thanki'ulness to the Great Head of the Church.

The diversity of sentiment and feeling that for many years disturbed our

counsels, in relation to the Home 3Iissionary work, has, we trust, wholly

passed away. Since the organization of our Permanent Committee for the

prosecution of this work, the number of our Home Missionaries has been

largely increased. Thirty-nine have been added to the list within the last

year, being a little more than fifteen per cent, of the number for the pre-

ceding year. The receipts to the treasury within the last year have in-

creased more than sixty-five per cent., as compared with the receipts of the

foregoing year, and are believed to exceed by more than one hundred per

cent, the annual contributions of our churches to the American Home Mis-

sionary Society, before the organization of the Committee. At the same
time, it has not been found necessary to add to the average amount of appro-

priations for the support of the several missionaries.

The importance and claims of the work set before us are pressed upon us

with increasing urgency as time advances. The startling events of Divine

Providence, that are bursting asunder the bonds of despotism in this land,

afford fresh prophecies of a day, not far [489] in the future, when the way
of the Lord will be prepared among our countrymen as never before. Let

the bloody war in which we are now involved be succeeded by a stable

peace, and how soon will hundreds of thousands, or even millions, be added

to our uticvangelizcd population from the Old World I And will not the

Home Missionary field, accessible to our laborers, be almost doubled in point

of territorial extent, calling us to perform our share in the work of evangeliz-

ing seven or eight millions of people, of different colors, who have been

hitherto separated from us by impassable barriers ?

The opening of new and immensely wide territories in the distant West
and North-west, and the building up of new places along our constantly

multiplying lines of railroad throughout the whole West, are enlarging the

theatre for our domestic missionary enterprise beyond all precedent. And
our denomination occupies the proper middle ground, alike in respect to doc-

trine, ecclesiastical order, and geographical position, to qualify it to perform
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a peculiar part in the evangelization of the needy millions of our country-

men, and the planting of efficacious religious institutions all over the

broad land.

We have thus a weight of responsibility devolved upon us in regard to

the regeneration and salvation of our beloved country, such as rests upon no
other Christian body of like numbers and resources.

The great practical question, thei'efore, is : How shall we fitly meet this

momentous responsibility ? It is not enough to answer this question by the

general statement that we must address oui'selves to the enterprise before us
with a comprehensive wisdom, and in the self-sacrificing spirit of our Master.

We must prosecute the work with systematic diligence, and by the adoption

and execution of such specific measures as the nature and circumstances of

the case may seem to require. It will not be deemed unsuitable to submit,
in this connection, a few particular suggestions, which we regard as entitled

to the attention and serious consideration of the Permanent Committee, and
of the churches under the care of this iVssembly.

In relation to the newer parts of our wide field, we must regard it as

highly important and necessary that more labor should be expended in the

line of exploration, gathering churches, looking after the interests of feeble

congregations that may be in perilous circumstances, and securing regular

and generous contributions to the funds of the Committee. It seems im-
practicable, both from the lack of men and means, to sustain Presbyterial

missionaries to any great extent at present. But may not synodical mis-

sionaries be wisely employed, at least in new sections of the country, where
the fields of the district secretaries extend over several States or Territories ?

Without some such arrangement, we fear the interests of the cause will

seriously suffer, in many of the finest portions of our missionary field.

We cannot doubt, also, that the time has come when our Com[490]uiittee
should send missionaries to such parts of the Southern and South-western
States as have been redeemed from the power of the rebellion. The harvests

are already beginning to ripen for the sickle, among both the white and the

colored people that have been brought within the lines of our armies, where
communities are assuming a somewhat settled form ; and there can be no
doubt, that many friends of the Home Missionary cause in our churches
would esteem it a privilege, to be allowed to make^ special contributions for

the aid of the work in this department. Shall we not closely follow the

providence of God in this direction ? Shall we not be among the pioneers

in this part of the missionary field, which God is so wonderfully preparing
before us, while the earth is still red with the blood of our brothers and
sons ? Our Government has extended to us, with other leading Christian

denominations of the country, a special invitation to enter upon this work
without delay, by the issue of an order from the War Department for our
protection and assistance on this behalf. Let not the civil government out-

run the Church in point of zeal for the evangelization of the freedmen and
the recovered population of the South.

It may seem to be traveling out of the province assigned to your Commit-
tee, but we cannot forbear calling attention anew, in this connection, to our
need, as a Church, of more young and vigorous laborers, to enter and occupy
th3 vast regions of the West and South.

We cannot hope to accomplish this .work to any great extent by enlisting

in it men who have already borne the burden and heat of the day, and who
are encumbered by the care of large families. The wheels of our enterprise

must move slowly, until the number of our j^ounger ministei's who shall be
willing to spend and be spent for Christ shall be largely increased. As often,

19



290 MINUTES OF THE [1864-490, 1.

therefore, as we look abroad upon the home field, and inquire how we are to
do our part in the gathering of its whitening hai'vests, we seem to hear the
Master saying to us, as he did to his disciples eighteen hundred years ago

:

" Pray ye the Lord of the harvest that he will send forth laborers into his

harvest."

We trust our churches will not forget to help our self-denying workers in

the new settlements, in this time of high prices and extraordinary expenses
of living, by sending to them, through the proper channels, missionary boxes
well filled, not with worn-out clothing, but with articles of substantial value,
for individual and family use.

\j

We are called, in the judgment of your Committee, to a highly important
duty, in respect to the invigoration, development, and consecration of our
benevolence in the direction of Home Missions. A wider diffusion of definite

information on this subject is demanded, to stir up and keep alive the zeal

of our people. It is known that many members of our churches are to this

day ignorant of the change in our method of conducting the Home Mission-

ary work, and are therefore contributing annually to the treasury of a society

that makes no return for the benefit of our denomination. [491] And com-
paratively few of our people have any definite knowledge in regard to the

location, labors, and trials of our missionaries. We therefore hail with

unfeigned satisfaction the proposition to issue a monthly publication, that

shall spread before our churches our whole work of benevolence and evange-

lization ; hoping to see it carried into effect without unnecessary delay. Will

not all our pastors and stated supplies earnestly co-operate in the effort to

instruct our congregations fully in relation to this cause, both by introducing

among them such publications as the MontlJi/ Ppriodiad and the Preshyterian

Almanac^ besides the excellent weekly papers of our Church, and by fre-

quent expositions of the subject from the pulpit?

Permit us to suggest, in this connection, that it seems to us important that

the Permanent Committee should take effectual measures to obtain statistical

reports from all our Home Missionaries at least once each year.

We would recommend that special pains be taken to call the attention of

the benevolent members of our churches, who ought to make bequests for

the furtherance of this cause, to the necessity of looking well to the direc-

tion of their legacies, if they woixld have their real wishes carried into effect.

Many thousands of dollars, in the form of legacies from members of our

churches, are now used for the support of ministers and churches of another

denomination. If our experience in this regard has been sore, let it teach us

the more effectually.

The time has arrived when our Church should come up to a higher standard

of giving, especially for the promotion of this great work of saving our own
countr)\ We ought to raise, for the Home Missionary Committee, at least

$150,000 within the next ecclesiastical year.

A vigorous effort should be made by our Presbyteries and pastors to sys-

tematize the work of making collections for this object, that every member
of our churches may have a part in the blessedness of helping a cause so

noble and far-reaching in its results. We have, on the rolls of our churches,

more than a hundred and forty thousand names. If we deduct fifteen thou-

sand from this number for non-residents, we shall still have left a membership

of more than one hundred and twenty-five thousand ; and a contribution

from this number, averaging only one dollar and twenty cents per member,

would place in the Committee's treasury $150,000.

Let the abler members of our churches enlarge their benevolence on this

behalf with a generous spirit, and let all our people be induced to bear even



1864-491-3.] GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 291

a small part in tliis work, and our treasury will be filled, and God be greatly

glorified.

In accordance with the suggestion and request of the Permanent Commit-
tee, in regard to the location of members of that Committee, we recommend
that the fourteenth of the " Resolutions on the Home Missionary Work,"
adopted by the General Assembly of 1861, (Minutes, p. 469,) be so altered

as to read as follows : ["i^^^]

" Resolved, That the members of the Committee be located in and about
New York or Philadelphia."

We also recommend the adoption of the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the payment of $100 into the treasury, at one time, on be-

half of any person, shall constitute that person an honorary member of the

Committee ; and the payment of $30, in like manner, shall constitute any per-

son a corresponding member of the Committee.

We nominate, to fill the vacancies in the Permanent Committee, Ile\\

Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D., Rev. William Adams, D. D., Rev. Howard Crosby,

D. D., Hon. Edward A. Lambert, and Messrs. Joseph F. Joy and James B.

Pinneo.

The Committee to whom was referred the special report of the Presbyte-

rian Committee on Home Missions, on the subject of a Periodical, presented

a report, which was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Committee to whom was referred the special report of the Presbyterian

Committee on Home Missions, on the subject of a Periodical, report

:

That such a publication is greatly needed, and widely called for. A pub-
lication ably edited, and in full sympathy with the spirit of the Gospel in

its adaptation to the times in which we live, seems necessary, to set before

all our people the mutual relations and claims of the various schemes, by
which our Church seeks to do her own work of giving the Gospel to a lo.st

world, and building up God's people through an educated ministry, missions

at home and abroad, permanent places of worship, and the press. The claims

of the Master upon us as an evangelistic Church, and the means devised by
the Assembly to meet those claims, must be set before our Church frequently

and porseveringly to insure their intelligent and liberal co-operation.

To this end the Committee recommend the Assembly to direct the Publi-

cation Committee to establish, as soon as possible, a monthly periodical of

not less than twenty-four octavo pages, under the general supervison of the

editor of that Committee ; such publication to be the organ of the General
Assembly, through its various Committees, for furthering the ends for which
they were instituted.

Leaving the details to the various Committees in conference, we would
recommend, generally, that the periodical contain departments specially de-

voted to Education, Home and Foreign Missions, and Publication; each de-

partment to be under the control of the secretary of the Committee to which
it pertains.

The profits or losses of the publication shall be shared by the respective

Committees in such ratio as may be agreed upon, on the general principle of

their respective use of the magazine.
The Committee recommend that the price be placed as low as possible, and

would suggest fifty cents per annum, rigidly in advance. ["i'^'^]

Also, that the Assembly urge upon all our ministers and elders to take

such measui'es as shall give it a very wide circulation in their respective con-

gregations, so as to secure, as far as possible, the general intelligence and
hearty co-operation of all our people in the efforts of our Church to evan-

gelize the world.
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The Committee appointed to audit the annual report of the Treasurer of

the General Assembly reported that they had examined it, with the vouchers,

and found it to be correct ; and they recommended that it be approved, and
printed in the Appendix to the Minutes.

The report was adopted.

The Committee further reported the following minute, which was adopted :

Mr. Anthony P. Halsey served for twelve years as Treasurer of the Gen-
eral Assembly, for several years as Treasurer of the Church Erection Fund,
and for many years as Treasurer of the Union Theological Seminary, to

whose interests he was greatly devoted. Distinguished as a financier, he
was also distinguished as a genuine Christian. He was an office-bearer of

the Church, and a man of a pure, meek, and humble spirit. In memory of

his services and his Christian character, the General Assembly puts this

minute upon its records.

The Committee also recommended Mr. William A. Booth, of the Pres-

bytery of New York, Third, for Treasurer of the General Assembly, to fill the

vacancy occasioned by the decease of Mr. Halsey, and their recommendation
was adopted.

The report of the Committee on the subject of Sabbath-schools and Sab-

bath services was postponed, and made the second order for to-morrow
morning.

The Committee appointed to draw up a minute on the Tercentenary of Cal-

vin's decease, presented the following report

:

The Church of the Lord Jesus Christ owes it to itself and its divine Master

to pay a fitting tribute to the memory of the great theologians and reformers

who, endued with grace from on high and illumined by the study of the

Scriptures, have reformed the faith and restored the order of the Gospel.

This Assembly, therefore, gratefully welcomes this Tercentenary of the

decease of John Calvin, falling as it does within the period of its regular

sessions, (May 27th,) as a suitable occasion for expressing our reverence

for the character, and recognition of the influence, of the great theologian

and chief organizing spirit of the Eeformation of the sixteenth century by
which Christianity was revived and saved. We honor him not alone for the

comprehensiveness and penetration of his intellect, the steadfastness of his

will, and the multitude of his labors, but also, and first of all, because in life

and death he honored our Lord. His enemies were the enemies of the Ref-

ormation ; his cause was the cause of God.

Among all the reformers John Calvin stands pre-eminent for the [494]
variety of his personal endowments and the extent of his historic influence.

No one more profoundly studied the Holy Scriptures, and his commentaries

are models of exact interpretation, seizing the spiritual sense and the logical

connection of the Word of God. His " Institutes," in their first form the

unmatched product of a youth of twenty-five years of age, so systematized

the doctrinal positions of the Eeformation, that even Roman Catholic writers

have called it •' the Koran, or rather the Talmud, of heresy." He revived the

Presbyterian system of church order, and, in the office of ruling elders, gave

it such a popular and representative character, that it made the Church strong,

not only against the attacks of Romanism, but also againrt the encroachments

of the State. From the days of the apostles no such ecclesiastical discipline

had been known, as that by which he transformed the city of Geneva into a

Christian republic, for two centuries the home of sacred learning and the

citadel of orthodoxy. His system penetrated all the Reformed countries,

and their wisest men learned from his lips forms of sound words and rules

of holy living. He organized the Church of France
;

planned the first
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foreign mission of tlie Protestant Church ; trained many of the early Eng-
lish and Scotch Reformers ; exercised " the cure of souls " throughout
Europe, and matured a system which has most deeply penetrated the

countries that have led the way, in the thorough application of Christian-

ity to all the relations of human life and human society. Its reforming

power did not cease with the age of the Reformation. Our Puritan and
Presbyterian ancestors derived from it, in a large degree, those principles

which made them strong in contending for civil and religious freedom. Our
early churches confessed the Reformed faith. Calvinism was resuscitated on
this continent in the theology of Edwards, when it was dying out on the con-

tinent of Europe. The history of the Church of Christ since Calvin lived is

the best vindication of his principles and eulogy of his character. His influ-

ence has so penetrated this land, that we are peculiarly bound to cherish the

memory of the great Reformer of Geneva.

As an Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, we cordially celebrate this

Tercentenary, in the hope and with the prayer that it may help to I'evive

among us that reverence for God's hoi}' truth, that sublime and self-sacri-

ficing devotion to duty, that earnest opposition to whatever opposes the

faith and order of the Gospel, that commingling of the highest Christian

faith with the ptirest Christian life, that zeal for the propagation of apostolic

piety, and that constant and earnest effort for the union of the various

branches of the one Reformed faith, by which such lustre is thrown, brighter

and clearer as time recedes, around the memory and the example of John
Calvin.

We trust that this anniversary may serve to draw nearer together the vari-

ous branches of our Reformed Church in this and other lands ; and that the

use of our common and time-honored historical name may be revived, that

we may thus feel more fully the unity of the spirit in the bonds of peace.

We exhort our ministers and elders, and the other members of [495] our
churches, to a renewed study of the life of this Christian reformer ; and we
also commend to their liberal patronage the project for the erection of a

Hall of the Reformation, in the city of Geneva, as a memorial of this ter-

centenary celebration.

We further propose that this Assembly, under the presidency of its Mod-
erator, unite in the commemorative exercises to be held in this city on the

evening of the twenty-seventh of this month.
It is also hereby ordei'ed that a copy of this minute be transmitted to the

Committee on the Memorial Fund in the city of Geneva.
The report was adopted.

The Standing Committee on Church Erection presented their report, which
was accepted.

Pending the discussion of the question on the adoption of the report.

The Assembly adjourned until 7i o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Thur^dmj, May 2Q>th, 7| o'clock P. 31
The Assembly met, agreeably to previous arrangement, for the celebration

of the Lord's Supper; and. with a number of Christians who accepted the

invitation to participate with them, united in the ordinance.

After the service, the Assembly adjourned until to-morrow, at 8} o'clock

A. M.

Friday, May 27th, 8J o'clock A. 31.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.
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The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last two sessions were read and approved.

The Assembly resumed its unfinished business, when the report of the

Standing Committee on Church Erection, after amendment, was adopted,

and is as follows

:

The Standing Committee on Church Erection, to whom were referred the

tenth annual report of the Trustees of the Church P]rection Fund, and also

the report of the Special Committee appointed by the last General Assembly
to consider the desirableness of any changes in the plan of administering the

Fund, respectfully report

:

The statement submitted by the Trustees respects the appropriations of

the Fund for the past year, and its condition at the year's close.

Your Committee deem it only just to observe, at the outset, that this

statement furnishes such abundant evidence of assiduous fideli[49G]ty in the

care and administration of this responsible trust, as calls for a renewed grate-

ful recognition by this General Assembly of the services of its Trustees.

In looking at the amount of appropriations made during the year, (about

$.3400,) the question instantly occurs. Why so small a proportion of the

large sum yet unappropriated has been put to actual use ? Fully and fairly

do the Trustees answer this inquiry by reference to the facts : First, that the

Fund is assigned in specific proportions to the respective Synods ; and next,

that special causes, obvious to all, growing necessarily out of the state of

the country, have placed a temporary check upon the work of church-build-

ing. These facts, it is believed, are sufficient to sustain the expressed con-

viction of the Trustees, that it is due to no deficiency in the principles or

details of the Plan, that a large amount of the Fund has not been used.

As respects the present condition of the Fund, while commending gener-

ally the careful and judicious action of the Trustees to which its safety and

prosperity are so largely owing, your Committee would refer specifically to a

single item in their report, as demanding the serious attention of the General

Assembly. It is the amount of instalments past due and unpaid, of which

there is now outstanding the sum of $22,457.67. It needs no demonstration,

that, to maintain the integrity of the Fund—eveil more than this, to avert

its utter exhaustion—it is indispensable that these instalments be promptly

met by the indebted churches. For the aid and partial relief of the Trus-

tees in their delicate work of urgency in this matter, your Committee suggest

that this General Assembly recommend to the Synods by whose churches

this amount is owing, that they urge upon these churches the importance of

using every exertion to meet promptly each instalment as it falls due, accord-

ing to the provisions of the Plan.

Concerning the matter of the apportionment of the Fund among the

respective Synods, which, according to the Plan, is to be determined every

year by the General Assembly, your Committee recommend that the last

year's apportionment remain unchanged for the ensuing year.

Turning next to the carefully prepared report of the Special Committee

appointed by the last Assembly, your Committee find clear, full, and accurate

statements respecting the history of the Church Erection Fund, the circum-

stances in which it originated, its leading design and objects, the principles

embodied in its plan of administration, and the benefits which have already

accrued from its actual work, in the securing of a large amount of church

property, in part by insuring the perfection of previously defective titles,

but chiefly by stimulating the energies of feeble congregations to do for

themselves. In addition to these facts, the report in question enters fully into

the discussion of various changes which have been proposed to the Plan itself.
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In the general reasonings and conclusions of the Special Committee per-

taining to this matter of change in the Plan, your Com[497]mittee are happy
to express their entire concurrence, though with respect to some of the par-

ticular (juestions discussed in the report, no judgment could be formed in the

limited time allowed them for examination.

Your Committee feel it to be greatly desirable, that information respecting

much of the subject-matter contained in this report be furnished to the

churches ; and therefore recommend, that the report of the Special Commit-
tee be referred to the Trustees of the Fund, with direction to publish so

much thereof, and with such additions thereto, as their mature experience
and consideration may deem to be useful.

Your Committee nominate Jesse W. Benedict, Esq., and Messrs. William
E. Dodge and Walter S. Griffith for re-election to the places made vacant by
the expiration of their term ; and the Rev. J. Few Smith, D. D., and the

Rev. Samuel D. Burchard, 1). D., for election to fill vacancies in the class

whose term of office will expire in June, IStiiJ.

The following resolution, presented by the Standing Committee on Church
Erection, was referred to the consideration of the next General Assembly,
namely

:

Resolved, That Article XIV. of the Plan of Church Erection be so altered

as to read, in the second paragraph, instead of " ^500," S750, and instead of
" $200," $;-5oo.

It was made the first order for this afternoon to elect Trustees of the

Church Erection Fund.
The order of the day was taken up, and the report of the Committee on

the subject of Provision for Disabled Ministers and the families of deceased
ministers in indigent circumstances was adopted. It is as follows :

The Committee on the subject of Provision for Disabled Ministers and the

families of deceased ministers in indigent circumstances, respectfully report

:

That, in discharging the duty assigned them, they have given a careful

examination to the whole subject, as one which deeply involves the honor
and prosperity of the Presbyterian Church, and which, therefore, earnestly

calls for immediate attention and eff"ective regard.

From actual investigation it appears that every other branch of the Church
of Christ, either in its organic capacity or through its subordinate ecclesias-

tical bodies, has adopted and carried into effect some measures for the relief

of its disabled ministers and their families ; while it must be acknowledged that

we have thus far failed to initiate any effort to make suitable provision in

behalf of this suffering class.

The Committee, believing that its appointment indicates a disposition on
the part of the Church to remove the reproach which has justly attached to

its past inaction, beg leave to submit, First, and succinctly, certain considera-

tions of Chri-stian duty and church policy, upon which is based the obliga-

tion of the Church to pro[498]vide for her disabled servants ; and next, more
fully to state the several plans by which this duty has been proposed to be

accomplished, with a commendation to immediate adoption by this General
Assembly of that method which seems, in the judgment of your Committee,
best adapted to accomplish the desired object.

I. The grounds, upon which the obligation of the Church rests, in this

matter are simple, clear, and positive. For the least and lowest considera-

tion, as a portion of Christ's poor, as among the highest class of his needy
ones, characterized as such with a sublime emphasis of truth, the claim of

Christ's ministers to the support of Christ's people is undeniably foremost.

If the law of Christ, ' Do good unto all men," imposes an obligation on his
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people to help the unfortunate, the improvident, and even the vicious, with-

out the pale of the Church, b}' the same law are they required especially to

aid those that are of the household of faith. And if the members of that

household, surely, also, they that have been solemnly set apart and received

as its spiritual heads, are included in the obligation of that law.

A higher and more positive consideration is suggested by the divine ordi-

nation, " that they who preach the gospel should live of the gospel.'' The
priests of the temple were consecrated and supported for life, not merely
during their term of active service. So Christ's ministers are self-consecrated

to the work of the Church for life. All their preparations are for that work,

and that alone. In the act of consecration, followed by the life of self-

devotion, they give themselves and theirs in solemn compact to the Church.

And, as every compact has two parties with corresponding obligations, the

Church on her part tacitly agrees to accept their service, to receive and keep
them not only through their active ministry, but for life. As the employees
of the Church, laborers fitted for her work and nothing beside, self-con-

secrated and accepted for life, debarred by their ordination vows from other

occupations, their support is assured by the Church for life. If there be an
obligation resting upon the State honorably to retire and provide for its dis-

abled life-servants, and to extend such provision to their families, equally

imperative is the duty of the Church to do the same for her dependent min-

isters and their families. No Christian State fails to meet this obligation in

some measure. No branch of Christ's spiritual kingdom should occupy a

less honorable position.

These considerations plainly indicate ministerial provision to the end of

life, by the Church of Christ, to be the just claim of Christ's servants, and
the duty of his people. Be it noted and kept distinctly in view, that it is a

claim of the one. and a duty of the other ; not a charity received by one

and dispensed by the other. It might be added that a just policy demands
of the Church a cordial interest in and faithful discharge of this duty. The
Church needs men. Men. and especially young, inexperienced, and partially

sanctified men, need, at least, the ordinary inducements in reference to future

provision. If they give themselves to this [-^99] work, and so cut them-
selves off from all other means of securing sustenance in the future, they

ought to feel and know that they and theirs will not be left to penury and
its consequent suffering.

II. As the second and main branch of their report, the Committee next

refer to the plans by which this duty of the Church has been proposed to be

accomplished. From actual investigation it is found that only three plans

have been seriously considered, or attempted to be carried into execution, by
other branches of the Church of Christ.

1st. The use of the principle of life insurance.

2d. The raising, by immediate and direct appeal to the churches, of a per-

manent fund, the interest on which shall suffice to meet the wants of those

for whom provision is intended.

3d. Annual contributions by all the churches, to constitute a common
fund, to be disbursed upon equal principles, under judicious rules.

1. The Committee would remark, with respect to the first of these plans,

the .annual investment of premiums in behalf of individual ministers, either

in an association created by a particular denomination, or in existing life

insurance companies, that only a single denomination has adopted and
attempted to use the principle of life insurance. For nearly thirty years

the Reformed Dutch Church have had an association based upon this prin-

ciple within their bounds. As that plan is now undergoing a radical revision
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by the body, it may not be improper to state, that, as clearly shown by its

history, it has utterly failed. The failure is sufficiently indicated by the

fact that the fund yielded for distribution among its own annuitants only

$104 the year last reported. But it needs no illustration to show that those

who most need provision cannot be reached ; the wants of a great majority,

at least, of this class, cannot be met by any practicable use of the principle

of life insurance. That principle is of necessity specific in its application,

local and limited in its benefits. The contributions must be made in behalf

of individuals. There is no adjustment possible whereby the principle can

be universally applied, and the avails of general collections distributed

according to exigencies actually arising in the changing circumstances of

our widely scattered ministry.

2. The second plan proposed is that of a permanent fund, to be raised by
immediate and direct appeal to the churches ; a fund of sufficient amount to

meet, by its accruing interest, the wants of those for whom provision is in-

tended. Concerning this scheme, which has had many and earnest advocates,

the Committee in this place would simply refer to the following facts, leaving

the more positive objections to its adoption to be mentioned in connection

with the third and only remaining plan.

It is a fact, and an argument of no inconsiderable weight, that the other

great branch of our Presbyterian body, after a most thorough examination
and discussion, protracted through many General Assemblies, has decisively

rejected this plan. It is another [500] fact and argument, that but one
denomination of the American Church—the Methodist Episcopal body—has
attempted to supply the wants of its disabled ministers through a permanent
fund, and the effiDrt has come very far short of the accomplishment of the

object. Their main reliance for this supply is now, as it always has been,

upon the annual collections in their churches. The other fact and, it is

believed, argument too, though of a peculiar character, is found in our own
past experience in the gathering of permanent funds, in the history and the

actual raising of our Church Erection and Publication endowments. This
history, it is believed, gives no encouragement to the most enthusiastic

advocate of a fund for the object under consideration. It fails to suggest
even a speculative faith in the practicability of realizing, within any definite

term of years, a fund of two, three, or four hundred thousand dollars, for

an object so intrinsically worthy and desirable as this. It might be added,

as a serious objection to the existence of such fund, if it could be gathered,

that it would lock up and leave to stagnate a large amount of money.
Unlike the Church Erection and Publication Funds, the bulk of which is

kept in active use, this would lie still, merely earning its own small interest,

itself exposed to danger or loss, as well as imposing very grave responsi-

bilities upon those charged with its management.
3. The remaining plan is that of annual collections in all the churches, to

constitute a common fund, to be disbursed upon equal principles, under
judicious rules.

Your Committee wish to be understood as strongly commending this plan,

with the simple addition of a standing request for special contributions and
legacies, in order to the gradual formation of a small fund to meet exigencies

arising from general or local causes, connected with the financial condition

of the country. They favor the immediate adoption, by the Assembly, of the

plan as thus stated, and beg leave to present the following as the principal

reasons to be assigned for its adoption :

As respects the distinction between a general and local (for example, a

presbyterial or synodical) fund, it is evident that the former alone can secure
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adequate and equal provision for all. A general fund is necessary to equalize

the burden upon the Church, by bringing in her wealthier portions to supple-

ment the contributions of the poorer. It is essential too, since, practically,

the larger number of those needing assistance are found in the feebler sec-

tions of the Church. Furthermore, it is in accordance with the generic order

of Christ, that the strong should support the weak ; and with the Apostle's

specific direction to the wealthy Church of Corinth, ''that their abundance

should supply the want of others, that there might be equality."

In the next place, comparing the plan of annual collections with that of a

permanent fund, it is to be observed, that the former, that is, the collection

of a few thousand dollars, year by year, could not and would not interfere

with the demands of the great charities now incorporated into the organic

working of our Church
;
[5Ul] while the raising of a permanent fund would,

for the years spent in its slow accumulation, act with a real and serious detri-

ment to these leading interests of our body. Further, as a consideration

directly bearing upon the comparative value of the two plans, it is unde-

niably just that every generation should bear its own burdens and meet its

own obligations. It is unjust to impose upon the State and the Church of

the present- generation the burdens and claims which belong to a future gen-

eration. It were as just, ay, and as wise, to exact from the citizens now

constituting this State or this nation, the millions or thousands of millions

necessary to support governmental and other institutions for a hundred years

to come; it were as just and wise to ask of the existing generation of Chris-

tians the means of sustaining the ministry, and carrying on the operations

of the Church for the entire future of her history
;

or, to narrow the range

and sharpen the point of the analogy, it were as just and wise to put upon

the present generation of Christian and benevolent men the maintenance, for

an indefinite period in the future, of all other classes of Christ's poor, as to

require or to do it in behalf of this parti(!ular class. Manifestly the sim-

plest justice exacts a similar obligation in this last as in all the preceding

particulars. Manifestly each generation of citizens is bound to support its

own institutions of State ; each generation of Christians is bound to sustain

its own Church institutions and servants; to minister to the wants alike of

its active and its disabled ministry. And not justice merely, but the highest

utility opposes the plan of endowment, while it imperatively calls for that

of annual collections in behalf of the class in question. The Church of

Christ needs the frequent repeated appeal in behalf of Christ's poor, as one

of the most effective means of developing a practical Christlike spirit. This,

it will be admitted, is the object iaf the divine arrangement, that we should

have the poor always with us. Herein is furnished the most lofty and per-

sua.sive of motives, the most powerful and healthful of all the stimulants to

a Christlike sympathy and beneficence. The very appeal, and much more

the act of response, is adapted to waken, to exercise, and expand the kind-

liest, best feelings in the Christian's heart. Hence, in this appeal and

response in behalf of Christ's poor, the Church finds alike a duty, a priv-

ile2;e, and a benefit. If this be so with regard to the poor of other classes

;

if duty, privilege, and spiritual advantage demand a frequent appeal in their

behalf, much more with reference to this highest class, Christ's disabled,

dependent, suffering ministers—those faithful ones who have toiled for Christ

and souls while they could, whose toils have precluded their laying up this

world's goods in provision for the time of age or infirmity.

The last and most convincing consideration, in favor of the plan of annual

collections, is its uniform success where it has had a trial. The actual expe-

rience of other Churches conclusively indicates this plan to be the most
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practicable and efficient in its working, and in all its effects, both upon the

ministry and Church, productive of the best, most useful ends. The Mora-

vian Brethren, [502] the Methodist, and Protestant Episcopal Churches,

have all along adopted it, and report it as working well. The other branch

of our own Church having, after ten years of discussion, decisively adopted

it, (with the addition of the request for special donations and legacies,) report

that the plan produces yearly an amount in excess of the den)and. The
Secretary in charge of this interest reports, to the Assembly now in session

at Newark, N. J., the disbursement of about $14,00U, and a surplus of nearly

$10,000 in the treasury, as the history of the plan for the year just closed.

Sustained by these considerations and facts, your Committee confidently

commend the adoption, by the Assembly, of the plan of annual collections

in all its churches, together with a standing request for special contribu-

tions and legacies toward the creation of a small permanent fund, the princi-

pal of which, as well as interest, may be drawn upon to meet unanticipated

exigencies.

If this plan be adopted by the Assembly, as it is important that the

churches have an intelligent apprehension of the amount requisite for its

successful initiation, the Committee venture to name the sum of $10,000 as

that which this last but not least worthy claimant upon their benefaction

should receive during the ensuing year.

As respects the agency and method by which the fund so gathered shall be

disbursed, the Committee recommend, in outline simply, that it be intrusted to

the care and control of the Trustees of the Presbyterian House, to be by them
disbursed, through a secretary or agent to be appointed for the purpose, upon
the recommendation of the several Presbyteries within whose bounds its de-

serving claimants may reside ; ancf that the principles and rules of distribu-

tion be left to the considerate judgment of the brethren composing the Board.

In conclusion, the Committee submit the following resolutions for the

adoption of this (xeneral Assembly :

Resolved^ 1. That a Fund, to be called "The Ministerial Relief Fund," for

the relief of disabled ministers of good and regular standing, in connection

with this body, and the families of ministers who have deceased while in our
connection, be constituted, to be supplied by annual collections in all our

churches, donations and legacies.

Resolved, 2. That in order to constitute and maintain such Fund, it is here-

by enjoined upon all our Presbyteries to take such action as shall secure from
every church an annual contribution thereto.

Resolved, 3. That this Fund be intrusted to the Trustees of the Presbyte-

rian House, to be by them disbursed upon the recommendation of Presby-

teries, upon such principles and rules of distribution as they shall deem
most equal and beneficial.

Resolved, 4. That for the special oversight and care of the interest thus

committed to them, the Trustees are authorized to appoint a secretary,

prescribe his duties, and determine his salary.

The Committee on the Narrative presented their report, which [503] was
adopted, and ordered to be published in the Appendix to the Minutes.

The following resolutions were also presented by the Committee on the

Narrative, and adopted

:

Resolved, 1. That the Presbyteries be requested, in preparing thoir annual

Narratives for the Assembly, to embody in them such statistics as will sliow

the number of their actual membership, and the amounts which they have con-

tributed for the removal of church debts, or for the erection of new houses

of worship
; also that they be requested to state what they are doing for the
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children of the church in addition to the ordinary Sabbath-school instruc-

tions.

Resolved, 2. That each year the names of the Presbyteries, which neglect

to send to the Assembly a Narrative of the State of Keligion within their

bounds, be designated in the report of the Assembly's Committee on the

Narrative.

The Committee to whom was referred, by the last Assembly, an Overture

from Mr. Joseph M. Wilson on the subject of Manses, presented their report,

which was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Committee appointed by the last Assembly to report upon an Over-

ture of Mr. Joseph M. Wilson, proposing that in(juiries should be made in

respect to manses or parsonages, and to whom also was referi'ed the subject

of pastoral libraries, beg leave to state, that in consequence of the removal

of the Chairman, Rev. Asa D. Smith, D. D., to another field of labor, no

meeting of the Committee has been held. The subject, however, is so im-

portant, that it is presumed the Assembly will desire to keep before the

churches, under one form or another, the desirableness of providing com-

foi-table accommodations and literary help for their pastors, and will will-

ingly further any judicious measure looking to this end.

Mr. Wilson now proposes, through one of the Committee, to supply, at

his own expense, the Stated Clerks of the Presbyteries, with as large a num-
ber of copies of a letter of inquiries, in respect to the matters proposed, as

there are churches within the bounds of all our Presbyteries
;
with the under-

standing, that the Stated Clerks will attend to their distribution among the

churches ; and he himself will arrange and classify the same in time to be

presented to the next General Assembly.

By directing the answer to be forwarded directly to a Committee appointed

for that purpose, who could place them in the hands of Mr. Wilson, to be

arranged and classified, it is believed that the statistical zeal and ability of

Mr. Wilson, under the general direction of the Committee, could be advan-

tageously employed by the Assembly, and his generous offer be accepted.

The Committee would, therefore, recommend the adoption of the follow-

ing resolutions

:

Whereas, The importance of providing manses or parsonages for the com-

fortable accommodation of our ministers and their [504] families, and also

of establishing and enlarging pastoi-al libraries, is worthy of serious consid-

eration, and never more so than at present; therefore,

Resolved, 1. That Rev. George K Day, D. D., Rev. J. Glentworth Butler,

Rev. Zephaniah M. Humphrey, and Messrs. Edward D. Mansfield and Charles

A. Davison, be appointed a Committee to collect information, by appropriate

inquiries, in respect to existing Parsonages and Pastond Lihraries in connec-

tion with our churches, to report to the next General Assembly.

Resolved, 2. That blank forms containing these inquiries be sent to the

Stated Clerks of the Presbyteries, and that they be requested to attend to

their distribution among the churches.

Resolved, 3. That the ministers, elders, deacons, and members of the

churches under the care of the General Assembly be earnestly requested to

make early and full replies to these questions, adding any information, or

nlaking any suggestions, which may tend to awaken an interest in behalf of

manses or parsonages and pastoral libraries.

The Committee to whom were referred the report of the Special Commit-

tee appointed by the last Assembly, on the subject of Sabbath-schools and

Sabbath services, and the Overture from the .Synod of Michigan on the same

subject, presented their report, which was accepted.
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Pending the question of its adoption,

The Assembly adjourned until :i\ o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 2.1 th, 21 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee to whom was referred the appeal of Mrs. Maria Hill from

a decision of the Synod of Albany presented the following report, which was
adopted as the decision of this Assembly, namely

:

The Committee to whom was referred the appeal of Mrs. Maria Hill from
the decision of. the Synod of Albany, at their stated meeting at Catskill, in

her case, respectfully report

:

That after examining the documents presented, and hearing the statements

of the parties, by themselves or counsel, your Committee are satisfied that

substantial justice has been done in their case.

The alleged irregularities in the lower judicatories, which are complained
of, are of a technical character, or caused by the course pursued by the

appellant or her agents. She could, at any time, have arrested the proceed-

ings, and prevented a conviction of contumacy, by submitting to the authority

of her session, and answering their citations ; and can now, at any moment,
reverse the [505] sentence and be restored, in the manner provided by the

tenth article of the fourth chapter of our Book of Discipline.

Your Committee, therefore, recommend that the appeal of Mrs. Maria Hill

be not sustained.

The Committee to whom was referred the subject of Correspondence with
other ecclesiastical bodies, and the propriety of discontinuing the custom of

paying the Delegates from this body, presented their report, which, after

being amended, was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Committee on Correspondence with other ecclesiastical bodies report

as follows :

1. We I'ecommend that, after the present year, our correspondence be
closed with ecclesiastical bodies that are in correspondence with Synods in

our connection, covering the same ground with them, and that such bodies

be duly informed by our Delegates of this change and of the reasons for it.

2. Inasmuch as we have entered into correspondence with the General
Synod of the German Reformed Church in the United States, we recommend
that our Delegate to the Synod of the German Reformed Church in the

United States be instructed to confer with that body, in regard to the expe-
diency of discontinuing the correspondence between us and them.

It was resolved that the Permanent Committee on Publication be author-

ized to give special certificates, of two classes, to those who contribute to its

funds one hundred dollars and thirty dollars respectively.

The Committee to nominate Delegates to Foreign Bodies made a report,

which was adopted, and is as follows

:

1. To file General Assemhly of the Preshyferian Church in the United States

of Amei'ica, to meet next year at Pittslntrgh., Pa.—Rev. Grosvenor W. Hea-
cock, D. D., and Mr. Horace Stillman, both of the Presbytery of Buffalo,

principals; and Rev. George Duffield, D. D., of the Presbytery of Detroit,

and Hon. Peter Odlin, of the Presbytery of Dayton, alternates.

2. To the General Assemhly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church—Rev.
John G. Atterbury, D. D., of the Presbytery of Salem, principal ; and Rev.
George E. Day, D. D., of the Presbytery of Cincinnati, alternate.

3. To the General Synod of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church in
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North America—Rev. Jonathan F. Stearns, D. D., gf the Presbytery of

Newark, principal ; and Rev. R. Russell Booth, of the Presbytery of New
York, Third, alternate.

4. To the Ge)ieral Si/nod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, in North
America—Rev. George W. Warner, of the Presbytery of Cayuga, principal

;

and Rev. Edwin S. Wright, D. D., of the Presbytery of Bufl'alo, alternate.

5. To the General Synod of the German Reformed Church in the United

States—Rev. S. Granby Spees, D. D., of the Pres[5()G]bytery of Dayton,

principal ; and Rev. D. Howe Allen, I). D., of the Presbytery of Cincinnati,

alternate.

6. To the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United

States—Rev. J. Few .Smith, D. D., of the Presliytery of Newark, principal

;

and Rev. William E. Moore, of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Third,

alternate.

7. To the General Conference of the Congrer/ational Churches of Maine—
Rev. George L. Prentiss, D. D., of the Presbytery of New York, Fourth,

principal ; and Rev. Roswell D. Hitchcock, 1). D., of the Presbytery of

New York, Third, alternate.

8. To the General Association of Nev Hampshire—Rev. Daniel Rice, of

the Presbytery of Logansport, principal ; and Rev. Philander Barbour, of

the Presbytery of Albany, alternate.

9. To the General Convention of Vermont—Rev. Edwin Hall, D. D., of the

Presbytery of Cayuga, principal ; and Rev. Samuel M. Wood, of the Pres-

bytery of Troy, alternate.

10. To the General Association of Massachusetts—Rev. Chester Fitch, of

the Presbytery of Utica, principal ; and Rev. William Adams, D. D., of the

Presbytery of New York, Fourth, alternate.

11. To the General Association of Connecticut—Rev. Thomas S. Hastings,

of the Presbytery of New York. Fourth, principal ; and Rev. Henry Darling,

D. D., of the Presbytery of Albany, alternate.

12. To the Presbyterian and Congregational Convention of Wisconsin—Rev.

Edmund F. Waldo, of the Presbytery of Milwaukee, principal ; and Rev.

Charles J. Hutchins, of the Presbytery of Chicago, alternate.

13. To the Union of the Evangelical Churches in France—Rev. Byron

Sunderland, D. D., of the Presbytery of the District of Columbia.

The Assembly resumed the unfinished busiiess, being the consideration

of the report of the Committee on Sunday-schools, which was amended,

adopted, and is as follows

:

The Committee to whom were intrusted the special report of the Com-
mittee of the last Assembly on Sunday-schools, and the memorial of the

Synod of Michigan on the same subject, respectfully report

:

That they have carefully considered the papers committed, and are of the

opinion that the subject therein presented, and the suggestions made thereon,

call for the earnest deliberation and mature action of this Assembly. The

labors of individuals and churches on behalf of Sunday-schools, in the

provisions admirably devised for their accommodation, in the literature or

music provided for their use, in the development of talents and influences

especially adapted to interest and operate on the minds there gathered, and

in concerts of prayer, have conspired to lift the institution into a position of

prominence and power never before occupied, and promising yet greater

growth and larger good. This fact seems to require that a more distinct

recognition of the Sunday-school agency be made in our Assembly reports,

and that its relation to the [507] Church and its authorities be more clearly

defined. While experience has demonstrated the vast capacities for good
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that lie in tlie Sunday-school, and which ought to be more fully unfolded, it

has in various ways, also, admonished us of evils which ought to be guarded
against and avoided. The danger is, that the Sunday-school may become
detached from its proper connection with the Church and its authorities, and
assume an independence which must prove, in the end, injurious both to

itself and the Church.

This severance has, we learn, actually taken place in some instances, and
the proper shepherd of the flock can appear before the lambs only by the

sufierance of the superintendent ; and so the young, cut off from their

appointed spii'itual guardians, are exposed to influences which cannot be
brought under proper supervision and control. We would recommend,
therefore, that the Assembly adopt and act upon the resolutions presented

in the papers that we have in charge, thereby bringing this important insti-

tution within their constant purview, and doing what they can to develop

and impress its great importance upon the hearts of the Church.

Resolved, 1. That it belongs emphatically to the pastor and elders of each
congregation to direct and supervise the whole work of the spiritual training

of the young, and that it is an important part of the functions of their

ofiice, both to encoui"age parents to fidelity in bringing up their children in

the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and, also, to secure the co-operation

of all the competent members of the Church, in the religious education of

all the children and youth to whom they can gain access.

2. That great attention ought to be paid to the work of inculcating lessons

from the sacred Scriptures, and of fixing in the memory the Catechisms of

our Church, both as to its doctrine and polity ; and still farther of combining
all the schools of a congregation in united worship as far as possible, and
especially of leading them to Jesus in the exercise of a living faith and
continued reliance on the Holy Spirit.

3. That to the above end, we would farther recommend to the pastors that

they adapt, wherever practicable, the second discourse of every Sabbath,
particularly to the young of their flock

;
thus affording to this, the most

susceptible and hopeful portion of their fields, at least one half of their

time and labor, and giving their children distinctly to feel that they have
a place, no less in the sanctuary than in the Sunday-school, both for worship

and instruction.

4. That church sessions be requii^ed to furnish, in their statistical reports,

a full account of the number of Sunday-school scholars and teachers in

their respective congregations, to be embodied in the Assembly's Minutes.

5. That a Permanent Committee of the Assembly be appointed, whose
duty it shall be to take charge of this great interest, and to report what-
ever may quicken and stimulate the Church, in its duty of training the

young according to the Word of God. [508]
6. That this General Assembly earnestly recommend to the pastors of the

churches within its bounds to present before their congregations, in one or

more discourses, the relation of baptized children to the Church, and the

reciprocal duties between parents and children, growing out of this relation,

as defined in the word of God, and declared in the doctrines of our Chui'ch.

7. That it is exceedingly desirable that the entire congregation, old and
young, be permanently connected with the Sunday-school, either as scholars

or teachers.

The report of the Committee on the Records of the Synod of New York
and New Jersey was taken from the docket, when the exceptions therein

recorded were stricken out, and the Records were approved as far as written.

Resolved, That this Assembly, looking with interest and concern upon the
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condition of the Temperance cause throughout our land, reiterates the senti-

ments and recommendations of former Assemblies, and calls upon its mijiis-

ters and the members of its churches to renew their eff'orts in this direction,

and especially to refrain from the use of cider, beer, and ale, as a beverage,
and also from the manufacture and similar use of domestic wines.

The following resolution was referred to the Permanent Committee on
Sunday-schools

:

Resolved^ That a Committee of three ministers and two elders be appointed,
to prepare a circular, embodying the resolutions passed on the subject of
Sunday-schools, and urging upon pastors and sessions, as the judgment of
this Assembly, the importance of assuming the spiritual care and oversight

of the schools connected with the churches under their care, to send a copy
of this circular to every pastor, and to report to the next General Assembly
such action on this subject as they may deem expedient.

Resolved^ That the Chairman of the Committee on Leave of Absence be
instructed to report to their respective Presbyteries the deliiKjuencies of

such Commissioners to this body as have absented, or as may absent them-
selves, without leave, from a full half day's session of this Assembly.
The Committee appointed to consider the subject of a revision of the

Statistical Tables presented the following report, which was adopted, namely :

The Committee appointed to consider the subject of a revision of the

Statistical Tables recommend that the subjects recorded shall comprise the

following, in the order mentioned, namely

:

I. Under the general head of Membership.
1. (Communicants added on examination.

2. Communicants added on certificate.

3. Whole number enrolled.

4. The number who have been non-resident for a period of five

years. [509]
5. Adults baptized.

G. Infants baptized.

7. The entire Sunday-school membership connected with or under the

care of the church.

II. Under the general head of Contributions.

1. General Assembly.
2. A.s.sembly's Committee on Home Missions.

3. Assembly's Committee on Foreign Missions, viz., the A. B. C. F. M.
4. Assembly's Committee on Education.

5. Assembly's Committee on Publication.

6. Assembly's Ministerial Relief Fund.

7. Congregational—including all moneys expended by the particular

congregation for salaries, building repairs or erection, and inci-

dental expenses.

8. Miscellaneous—including all contributions to objects not already

specified.

The Committee further recommend the omission of cents in the record of

funds contributed.

The following persons were duly elected, by ballot, Trustees of the Pres-

byterian House : Kev. Thomas Brainerd, I). D., Rev. Ezra E. Adams, Mr.

John A. Brown, Mr. MattheAV W. Baldwin, Samuel H. Perkins, Esq.

And the following persons were also duly elected, by ballot. Trustees of

the General Assembly's Church Erection Fund : Jesse W. Benedict, P]sq.,

Mr. William E. Dodge, Mr. W^alter S. Griffith, to serve for the full term of

three years ; and Rev. J. Few Smith, D. D., and Rev. Samuel D. Burchard,
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D. D., to fill vacancies during the term closing in June, 1866, occasioned by

the decease of the Rev. James W. McLane, D. D., and the resignation of

the Rev. Asa D. Smith, D. D.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 85 o'clock A.M.
Concluded with prayer.

Sfttnrday, Mmj 2St7i, 8i o'clock A. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the previous session were read and approved.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported Overture No. 8, as follows :

Resolved, That the Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions be author-

ized to take measures to become incorporated, so as to receive and hold

property in trust for the General Assembly, to be expended in Foreign Mis-

sions.

The Committee recommended the adoption of the Overture, and it was

adopted.

The Committee further reported Overture No. 9, as follows : [^1^]

Resolved., 1. That it affords us great pleasure to renew our expression of

confidence in the American Bible Society, as one of the great instrumental-

ities of God, by the dissemination of his Word, for the preservation of the

civil and religious liberties of our land, and the moral and spiritual elevation

of the whole family of man.

Resolved, 2. That we offer devout thanksgiving to Almighty God for the

prosperity of the Society during the past year, enabling it, to a large extent,

to meet the wants of the army and navy, in supplying our noble men with

the Word of life, which has been to them an unfailing source of instruction

and comfort, amid the trials, sacrifices, and sufferings to which they have

been exposed.

Resolved, 3. That in view of the increasing demand for the Holy Scrip-

tures in the foreign field and the home work, we will encourage our people

to increased liberal support of the Bible cause ;
and, while we welcome the

accredited agents to our pulpits, we will cordially co-operate with them, in

every proper measure, to advance the interests of this great and benevolent

work.

On the recommendation of the Committee, the report was adopted.

The Committee, also, reported Overture No. 10, as follows:

Resolved, That the General Assembly's Permanent Committee on Publica-

tion, as speedily as possible, procure stereotype plates of the " Confession of

Faith " and " Shorter Catechism," to correspond with the largest and smallest

sizes of our " Church Psalmist," and that every " Psalmist,'' hereafter bound

and sent forth by the Committee, have, at the end of the same, a copy of

each of these indispensable Presbyterian documents.

The Committee recommended, that the Overture be referred to the Per-

manent Committee on Publication, with discretionary power to act in the

matter, according to their judgment.

The report was adopted.

The Cumniittee. also, reported Overture No. 11, as follows:

Has a session or church constitutional power, in examining a candidate for

membership, to retjuire abstinence from any error, practice, or custom, which

the members adjudge to be sinful, and decidedly injurious to personal piety,

and to the interests of the Church of Christ? And, if they have this power,

then is it expedient to admit persons to membership who practise and defend

promiscuous dancing, card-playing, and the use, manufacture, and sale of in-

toxicating drinks as a beverage?

20
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The Committee recommended the following answer

:

It is the province of the session to judge of the qualifications of candi-

dates for membership in the Church. For their guidance in the matters
noticed in the Overture, reference is made to past acts of the Assembly,
found in the Digest, Chapter VII., on " Moral Questions," sections 3, 4. and 5.

The report was adopted. [^H]
The Committee, also, reported Overture No. 12, as follows

:

Whereas, The exigencies of the country are such that in all probability

it will be necessary, for man'y years, to maintain a large standing army and
navy ; and

Whereas, The regulations of the army and navy, as well as the efficiency

of these branches of the public service, require that they be supplied with
suitable chaplains ; and

Whereas, It is desirable that the Presbyterian Church do its part in pro-

viding suitable men to fill these responsible positions, and be properly repre-

sented in them ; therefore,

ResolveJ, That the Permanent Committee on Home Missions be requested
and authorized to act as a Special Committee of the General Assembly, to

receive and examine all applications that may be made to them by those

desiring appointments as chaplains, either in the army or navy, and, if satis-

fied with the qualifications of said applicants, furnish them with a recom-
mendation to that effect.

The Committee recommended the indefinite postponement of the Overture,
and the report was adopted.

The Committee further reported Overture No. 13, as follows

:

Whereas, The providence of God has recently given special encourage-
ment to Christian labor for the propagation of a pure Gospel, in various parts

of the world that have long been under the influence of Komish superstition,

especially in South America and Italj"

;

Resolved, That this Assembly recognizes the American and Foreign Chris-

tian Union as invested with a peculiarly high and solemn responsibility, as

pledged to a most honorable work, and as worthy of the confidence, aflfection,

and liberal support of all our churches.

On the recommendation of the Committee, the report was adopted.

The Committee, also, reported Overture No. 14, as follows:

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed, to report to the next
General Assembly, on the relations of the Church to tlie Weekly Religious

Press—its interest in, and its duty in regard to. the family religious news-
paper.

On their recommendation, the report was adopted, and the Rev. J). Howe
Allen, D. D., the Rev. Clement E. Babb, the Rev. Henry M. Field, D. D.,

the Rev. John W. Mears, and Mr. Edward D. Mansfield, were appointed to

this service.

The Committee further reported, that they have received a memorial from
the session of the First Presbyterian church of Detroit, setting forth the

imperative necessity which the providence of God has laid upon our Church,
at the present time, to awake to a higher degree of spiritual life and activity,

especially in view of the enlarged fields of labor which are opened for mis-

sionary effort. The memorial calls especial attention to the wants of our
destitute and unoccupied regions at the West, and likewise those which are

being opened by the tread of our advancing [512] armies at the South and
South-west. It likewise sets forth, in earnest words, the call for Christian

labors among that long-oppressed race who are now coming forth, from their

bondage and slavery, into the possession of their rightful heritage of freedom.



1864-512, 13.] GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 307

The main topics of this memorial have been made the subjects of refer-

ence to appropriate Committees. Reports have been received, and fully

and thoroughly discussed, and such action has been taken as the Assembly
deemed wise. It does not, therefore, seem necessary to take any further

action upon them. The Committee, however, feel that the large experience

and judgment of their venerable and honored brother, the Rev. George
Duffield, D. D., may be employed, to the great advantage and profit of the

Church, if he would prepare a succinct statement of the views which have
been presented in this memorial, so that they may be published iii a form fur

popular distribution ; and they, therefore, recommend the adoption of the

following resolution

:

Resolved^ That the Rev. George Duffield, D. D., be requested to prepare

and furnish to the Publication Committee, for the use of our churches, a

tract, setting forth the demands for Home Missionary labors, which have
been imposed upon the Church by the recent developments of God's provi-

dence in our nation.

The report was adopted.

Resolved^ That the Stated and Permanent Clerks of the General Assembly
be a Standing Committee to nominate Delegates to Corresponding Bodies.

Resohed, That it is inexpedient, during the sessions of this Assembly, to

elect Trustees of the General Assembly, and Directors of the Theological

Seminaries.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Trustees of the Church Erection Fund,
to mature and report to the next General Assembly a plan, whereby adequate
assistance may be furnished to churches who need and should receive aid to

a greater amount than five hundred dollars.

A written communication was received from the Rev. Matson M. Smith,
D. D., the Delegate appointed by the General Association of Connecticut to

this General Assembly.
Rev. Halsey Dunning, the Delegate appointed by the last Assembly to the

General Synod of the Refoi'med Presbyterian Church, presented his report,

which was accepted, and ordered to be printed in the Appendix to the

Minutes.

A communication was received from the Rev. Henry Darling, D. D., the

Permanent Clerk of the General Assembly, tendering, with reasons, the

resignation of his office.

His resignation was accepted, and the cordial thanks of the Assembly were
tendered to the Rev. Henry Darling, D. D., for the faithful manner in which
he has performed the duties of his office.

The Rev. J. Glentworth Butler, of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Third,

was elected Permanent Clerk of the General Assembly. {p^^'\

It was Resolved, That the thanks of this General Assembly are due, and
are hereby cordially tendered, to the citizens of Dayton, who have so kindly

received and entertained our Commissioners during the sessions of our body.

Also, to the Trustees of the Third street Presbyterian church
; to the choir

of said church
; to the Committee of Arrangements, and especially its Chair-

man, whose manifold services have made our sessions so agreeable and com-
fortable.

Also, to the railroad companies who have courteously facilitated the assem-

bling of our body, by reducing the fare on their respective roads.

Also, to the pastor of this church, to whose indefatigable services the body
is indebted for the anticipation and supply of all their wants.

Also, to the editor of the Dayton Journal, for the publication of our pro-

ceedings in his daily issue.
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Also, to Mr. A. F. Payne, bookseller, for the kindness manifested in ex-

tending to the members of this Assembly the freedom of his establishment.

The jDastor of this church was requested to give this action all needful

publicity.

It was further resolved, that the thanks of this Assembly be presented to

the Moderator, the Rev. Thomas Brainei'd, D. D., to whose urbanity and

impartiality we are so much indebted

;

Also, to the Clerks, for their promptitude and exactness in arranging the

business, and keeping the llecords of the Assembly, in a manner so satis-

RcHolved, That the Minutes of the Assembly, with the usual Appendix,

and the reports of the Treasurers of the Permanent Committees, be printed

under the direction of the Stated Clerk.

The janitor's bill, the bills for stationery and printing, the traveling

expenses of the Delegates to Foreign Bodies, and the salaries and traveling

expenses of the Stated and Permanent Clerks, were ordered to be paid.

The PioU was called, and the following persons were found to be absent

without leave: Messrs. Cyrus Coy, Hon. Horace J. Poinier, David Bassett,

Pilchard E. Wilder, and Gilbert E. Collins, and the Rev. John Fisher.

The Minutes of this session were read and approved.

The business of the Assembly having been completed, and the vote taken

for the dissolution of the Assembly, the IModerator, with prayer and the

apostolic benediction, declared the Assembly dissolved, and required another

Assembly, chosen in the same manner, to meet at the La Fayette avenue

Presbyterian church in the city of Brooklyn, N. Y., on the third Thursday

of May, A. D., 1865, at 11 o'clock A. M.
T. RALSTON SMITH,

Permanent Clerkj pro tempore.

Dayton, Ohio, May 2^th, 1864.

APPENDIX.

ANNUAL NAEEATIVE

Of the State of Religion within the Bounds of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States of America, May, 1864.

Reports have been received from eighty-one different Presbyteries. In a

summary so brief as this Narrative should be, it is difficult to present a just

and graphic view of the condition of our portion of the great field. The

Christian life of 135,894 believers, and the labors of 1616 ministers, for

one year; or a biography, covering 137,510 years of toil and struggle and

suffering and victory, must be given within the limits of a few moments. It

is no easy task. Only salient points can be noticed ; and the vividness and

interest of details must be sacrificed to the imperatives of comprehensiveness

and brevity. And how shall the choice be made, among so much material?

It. is easy to discover and record abundant evidences, that our churches have

not been so devoted as they might have been. It is easy to give a sad and

sombre tone to such a portraiture as this. Everything depends upon the

spirit in which we look upon the facts that come under review.

"Everywhere the light and shade
By the gazer's eye arc made."
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We might chronicle and lament the ravages of vices, the pretensions of

error, and the triumphs of sin
;
yet we are called upon to report the condi-

tion and progress, not of Satan's kingdom, but of Christ's. Not merely to

fight the devil, but to serve the Saviour, is the mission of our Church. . Evil

is to be overcome with good ; and the progress of the good is the best, and
the brightest, and the greatest thing.

There are tokens for good, many encouraging tokens, in the general con-

dition of our denomination. The characteristic spirit of our Church, which
utters itself with distinctness and emphasis in the reports from the Presby-
teries, is genial and broad, generous and earnest. It is the spirit, not of law
alone, which would be bondage, nor of liberty alone, which would be license

;

but it is the spirit of law and liberty—the spirit of the Gospel. It is

noticeable, that, from year to year, there are evidences of increasing oneness.

The different parts of the Church, though widely separated, are blending

in warmer sympathy, and in a more compact unity. There is more of thrift,

and there is more of church loyalty, throughout our body ; and, though our
catholicity was never broader than now, yet there never was so deep and
cheerful a conviction in the brain and heart of our Church, that we have a

special and distinct mission, and need not to lean on other denominations,

but only on God, to accomplish that mission. The Presbyteries and churches
are girding themselves for more earnest work. They are engaging in the

great enterprises of benevolence, to which they are committed, with increas-

ing interest and liberality. They are giving themselves, with more and more
hearty loyalty, to the support of our own proper Church work. Our Per-

manent Committees are encouraged and stimulated by the responses of the

churches, which point them forward, and promise them increasing support.

The general tone of the Reports from the Presbyteries is thus cheerful and
inspiring.

Intemperance.

There are, indeed, not a few lamentations over the prevalence of profanity

and intemperance and Sabbath desecration ; but sucli lamentations we expect

to hear, continually, in this fallen world, until the full anthem of the final

triumph of the Church shall drown for ever the harsh discords of the world's

sin and the world's suffering. With respect to the cause of temperance,

there is, doubtless, sufficient occasion for the almost universal anxiety and
complaint, which are conspicuous in the Reports of the Presbyteries. We
are in a pei'iod of reaction and transition on that subject. We must seek

broader and surer ground than has sometimes been occupied, and give our-

selves to more careful and intelligent and prayerful efforts to remedy the

awful evil, which is destroying so many hopes and desolating so many homes.

Payment of Church Debts.

It would be interesting, if our statistical tables could be made to show
how much is contributed, each year, not only to missionary enterprises, but

to the no less important work of building or improving houses of worship,

and of lessening or cancelling church debts. An almost unexampled amount
of this work has been accomplished during the past year. We have reason

for profound gratitude and hearty rejoicing, that such a liberal spirit and

such great enterprise have been shown by so many of our churches. Per-

haps thei'e never was so favorable a time for the removal of church debts as

the present ; and it is to be devoutly hoped, that the good work begun so

nobly will be carried on to the end.
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Love op Country.

The marked unanimity of our people in supporting the Government, and
in confronting shivery and its rebellion, is an occasion for special thankful-

ness. The loyalty of our people, as a body, without malevolence, is deep,
thorough, enthusiastic. It is not a passion, but a principle. From every
quarter there come to us the warmest utterances of patriotism and of devo-
tion to liberty. Many of our churches are suffering severely from the loss

of their best young men, who have gone to the front at the call of their

country. But those who remain are thinking, and feeling, and praying, as

never before. There are undoubtedly excesses in extravagance and in

worldliness ; and against these there is great need of special watchfulness.

But your Committee are persuaded, that extravagance and worldliness are

not the general or prevailing characteristics of the present condition of the

Church. There are some who look only upon the surface of society, and
see only the giddiness of those' who have acquired sudden wealth, or only
the thoughtlessness of those who are not softened, but hardened, by adver-

sity
;
and such as take this superficial view are apt to speak in tones of sad-

ness and despondency, concerning the condition of the Church and of
society. But, in times of such profound and universal agitation, when the

Divine power is stirring society to its lowest depths, it must be expected
that the scum will rise to the surface. Yet deep down beneath that surface

there are the profound and thorough workings of such a tuition as no other

nation ever knew. And there never was a time when the majesty and
sovereignty of God, and the entire dependence of man, were so deeply felt

by our people as now. There never was a time when we knew, so well as

now, while our sons and brothers are grappling with the foe, what it is to

pray without ceasing.

Kevivals of Religion.

No less than fifty-two of our churches are reported as having experienced

revivals of religion, while many others speak with peculiar hopefulness and
expectation of their spiritual condition, or are rejoicing in the first drops

that betoken the nearness of abundant showers. Many of these revivals

have been exceedingly deep and powerful, so that great multitudes have
been added to the churches. The prominent characteristic of the.se works
of grace has been the ingathering of children and youth. Much special

labor has been expended in their behalf. In Utica. in Rochester, in Cincin-

nati, and in Newark. N. J., hopeful conversions among the children have
been numbered by the hundred. There is a growing feeling apparent in

the churches, to which frequent allusion is made in the reports from the

Presbyteries, that we must give greater emphasis and practical prominence
to the Abrahamic covenant ; that we must more distinctly recognize the

proper position of the baptized children within the Church ; that we must
do more for these children, and expect more from them. While interest in

Sabbath-schools, as a general rule, is steadily increasing, yet it is evidently

a growing conviction that the Word of God should be preached to the chil-

dren, and that the pastor's official relations to them should have this open
and habitual recognition.

There are many items of interest upon which your Committee would have
been glad to report to the Assembly. But a certain want of definiteness,

which is generally characteristic of Presbyterial Narratives, makes this im-

possible. It would be pleasant and profitable, to know how many of our
brethren have gone as chaplains to the army, and how many have fallen
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at their posts of duty ; but these and many other questions, which our

hearts ask, we have not the data for answering. The review of the year is

indeed encouraging. Our beloved Church is making such progress as calls

for devout gratitude to God. We have reason to rejoice in her position, in

her prospects, and in the vastness of her undeveloped resources, which we
pray the (jreat Head of the Church to help us to call forth and consecrate

to God and humanity.

Decease of Ministers.

The following ministers have departed this life during the year:

Gardner Hayden, of the Presbytery of Troy,

Boswell Pettibone,

Peter Snyder,

Chauncey E. Goodrich,

Orlo Bartholomew,

Ira Ingraham,

Francis L. Whiting,

Lewis M. Shepherd,

Joseph Rosenkrans,

Caleb Clark,

Ralph S. Crampton,
Josiah Partington.

Clifford S. Arms,
'

Daniel Beers,

David Oliver Allen, D. D.,

J. Parsons Hovey, D. D.,

James W. McLane, D. D.,

Thomas S. Ward,
John 0. Blythe,

Horatio S. Howell,

Moses Jewell,

Reuben Armstrong,
Warren Isham,

Caleb Pitkin,

Phineas Kingsley,

David Hughes,
Enoch R. Martin,

Daniel Jones,

Calvin Bushnell,

By order of the General Assembly.
THOMAS BRAINERD, Moderator.

EDWIN F. HATFIELD, Stated Clerk.

St. Lawrence.

Watertown.
Utica.

a

Geneva.

Chemung.
Lyons.

Onondaga.
Cortland.

Rochester.

Niagara.

Hudson.
Long Island.

New York, Third.

New York. Fourth.

Bi-ooklyn.

Montrose.

Philadelphia, Third.

Philadelphia, Fourth.

District of Columbia.

Detroit.

Lake Superior.

Portage.

Cleveland.

Athens.

Madison.

Fort Wayne.
Ottawa.
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EEPOETS OF DELEGATES

To THE General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the
United States, that met at Peoria, Illinois, in May, 1863,

The undersigned, having been appointed to represent your venerable body
in the General Assembly, whose sessions were held in Peoria, Illinois, in

May, 18G3, respectfully report, that we endeavored to perform the service

assigned to us. We received notice of our appointment for this service by
telegraph, several days after the opening of the Assembly at Peoria, with-

out any intimation in regard to the duty devolved upon us, beyond what was
implied in the simple announcement, that we were expected to act the part of

Delegates to that body.

We were received courteously, and with manifest cordiality, by our
brethren of the other Assembly. We conveyed to them the fraternal salu-

tations of our Assembly and of our whole Church
; and assured them of

our high satisfaction, on the opening of this new correspondence, which we
felt had been too long delayed. We did not, however, feel authorized to

make any expression to them of our views, or desires, in relation to the re-

union of the two branches of the Church represented by their Assembly and
ours. Nor was any public reference made to this subject during our brief

attendance on their sessions. Our private intercourse with the brethren of

the Assembly at Peoria, revealed a warm sympathy on their part toward our

branch of the Church, while we heard few if any expressions of a desire for

a speedy reunion of their branch with ours.

The Assembly was a large, dignified, and able body. There were evidently

conflicting currents of feeling among its members, in respect to our national

troubles, and the terrible cur.se by which they have been created. But the

controlling sentiment was strongly on the side of loyalty and human liberty.

We cannot doubt that a large majority of the churches and ministers, rep-

resented by that Assembly, are coming nearer to us, in relation to most of

the grounds of diff"erence and separation between us and them. And we
feel assured, that the correspondence that has been inaugurated between
the two Assemblies will be attended with happy results, tending, as it

must, to foster the spirit of brotherly love and confidence where it has

been so far interrupted.

We only add that the Rev. Edward P. Humphrey, D. D., and Mr. A. E.

Chamberlain were appointed, by the Assembly at Peoria, as Delegates to the

Assembly to be held at Dayton, Ohio.

All which is respectfully submitted. R. W. Patterson,
W. H. Broavn.

CJdcago, III, May 16th, 1864.
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MINUTES, 1865.

Brooklyn, Neio York, May 18th, 1865.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States

of America met, agreeably to appointment, in the La Fayette avenue Presby-

terian church, of the city of Brooklyn, New York, on Thursday, the 18th

of May, 1865, at 11 o'clock A. M., and was opened with a sermon, by the

Rev. Thomas Brainerd, D. D., the Moderator of the last Assembly, from
Proverbs 11 : 30 :

'' He that winneth souls is wise."'

After the sermon, the Assembly was constituted with prayer.

The Committee of Arrangements reported, recommending that the ses-

sions of the Assembly be opened at 8j o'clock A. M., and 3 o'clock P. M.
;

that they close at 12^ and 5 J o'clock P. M. ; that the evening services com-
mence at 7f o'clock ; and that the first hour of the morning session be

appropriated to devotional exercises. The report was adopted.

Adjourned until SJ o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [4J

Thursday, May 18th, 3| o clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

On the report of the Committee on Commissions, the following persons

were enrolled as duly appointed Commissioners of this General Assembly :

PRESBYTERIES.

1

.

Champlain,
2. Troy,

3. Albany,

4. Columbia,

.5. Catskill,

1. *S'^ Lawrence,

2. Watertown,

3. Oswego,

4. Utica,

1. Onondaga,
2. Cayuga,

3. Cortland,

4. Tioga,

I. SYNOD OF ALBANY.
MINISTERS.

Jonathan Copeland,

Jotham Sewall,

Lewis Kellogg,

Frederick S.' Jewell (2),
William H. Clark,

John 0. Wells,

II. SYNOD OF UTTCA.

John W. Whitfield,

George W. Mackie,
Edward Lord (2),

Samuel W. Fisher, D. D.,

Moses E. Dunham,

ELDERS.

Zephaniah C. Piatt.

John Lambert, M. B.,

Hon. Nicholas M. Masters.

Edward A. Durant (2).

Frederick Phelps (2).

La Fayette Moore.

Hon. Calvin T. Hulburd.
George W. Knowlton.
Hon. Ransom H.Tyler (2).

Jared E. Warner,
John C. Gallup, M. D.

III. SYNOD OF ONONDAGA.
Edwin Benedict, Justus Townsend.
Horace H. Allen, Samuel Stringham,
John Tompkins, Philo Clark, M. D.
Irving L. Beman, John M. Roe.

David A. Abbey, Stephen D. Hand, M. D.
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PRESBYTERIES.

1. Geneva,

2. Steuben,

3. Chemung,
4. Itliaca,

5. Wellsboro,

6. Lyons,

IV. SYNOD OF GENEVA.
MINISTERS.

A. Augustus Wood, D. D
Charles E. Stebbins,

Lewis F. Laine,

Charles Chapman,
Warren Mayo,
John L. Swain,

William H. Megie,

ELDERS.

Ezra D. Cook (2),
Ebenezer B. Jones.

Luther Sturtevant.

Martin S. Phinney.
George McChain.
Samuel Hazlett.

Absalom P. Chatham.

V. SYNOD OF SUSQUEHANNA.
1. Otsego, Charles Gillette.

2. Chenango, Eleroy Curtis, Edgar A. Phillips.

3. Delaware, Charles H. De Long, William McGibbon.

VI. SYNOD OF GENESEE.
1. Buffalo,

2. Ontario,

3. Rochester,

4. Genesee,

5. Niagara,

6. Genesee Valley,

William Waith,
Sylvester Cowles,

Samuel Jessup,

James B. Shaw, D. D.,

John C. Taylor,

Ebenezer H. Stratton,

Russel S. Egleston,

James B. Beaumont,

Andrew Parker,

Moses Bristol.

Lorin Cov.
Albe C. Allen,

Louis Chapin.

Levi M. Harroun.
Hon. Thomas T. Flagler.

Abram Merritt. [5]

VII. SY'NOD OF NEW Y'ORK AND NEW JERSEY.
1. Hudson,
2. North River,

3. Long Island,

4. New York, 'Sd,

5. New Yorh, 4:th,

6. Broohlyn,

7. Newark,

8. Rochaway,
9. Montrose,

Joseph M. McNulty,
Harvey Smith,

Edward Stratton,

William W. Newell, D. D.,

William H. Babbitt,

James B. Bonar,

John Spaulding,

William Adams, D. D.,

George L. Prentiss, D. D.,

Samuel T. Spear. D. D.,

J. Allen Maxwell,
Charles H. Thompson,
James M. Dickson,

Daniel E. Megie,
Samuel Whaley,
Thomas R. Townsend,

D. Webster Cooper, M. D.
Edward Wells.

John N. Sayre.

John Endicott,

Joseph W. Lester,

John G. Parker.

John P. Crosby,

Oliver E. Wood,
Albert N. Brown.
Gurdon Burchard.

James J. Dickerson,

Lyndon A. Smith, M. D,,

Job Haines.

Albert R. Biggs.

James Deans.

VIII. SYNOD OF PENNSYLVANIA.
1. Wilmington,

2. Philadelphia, 3d,

3. Philadel2}hia,4th,

4. Harrishurgh.

John W. Mears,
Ezra E. Adams, D. D.,

Daniel March, D. D.,

Robert Adair,

John B. Reeve,
William R. Dewitt, D. D.

5. Dist. of Columbia, Thaddeus D. McFalls,

Anthony M. Higgins (2).

Adam C. I^ckfeldt,

Isaac Ashmead (3).

Samuel T. Bodine,

Joseph Francis.

Charles Ogilby.

John Knight.
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IX. SYNOD OF WEST PENNSYLVANIA.
PRESBYTERIES. MINISTERS. ELDERS.

1. Erie^ Thomas B. Hudson, Joseph D. Clark.

2. MeadviUe, William T. Dickson, Daniel Uber.

3. Fittshurgh, Herrick Johnson (7), Hon. Henry W. Williams.

X. SYNOD OF MICHIGAN.

Detroit,

Monroe,

Marshall,

Washtenaio,

Kalamazoo,
Coldwater,

Saginaio,

Grand Riv. Yal.

9. Lake Superior.

Azariah Eldridge, D. D.,

Samuel E. Wishard,

Loomis Chandler,

J. Ford Sutton,

Albert H. Gaston,

Frederick B. Gallaher,

Henry H. Northrop,

Edwin D. Newberry,

George S. Frost (4).

Samuel E. Hart.

William H. Skinner.

Charles Holmes, Jr.

Daniel D. McMartin.
John H. Phelps.

Robert Ure.

William H. Wood worth.

XI. SYNOD OF WESTEEN RESERVE.

Grand River,

Huron,
Trnmhrdl,

Cleveland and
Portage,

Ehjria,

Maumee,

Horace W. Palmer,

John D. McCord,
Augustus Cone,

George E. Pierce, D. D.,

James Shaw,
Eldad Barber,

William W. Williams (4),

Daniel C. Caughey.
William Watson.
William Laird.

Isaac M. Page.

Esek C. Bradford.

Solon L. Bouffhton. m
XII. SYNOD OF OHIO,

1. Athens, Russell D. Van Deursen
2. Pataskala, Elias Thompson,
3. FranMin, Homer McVay,
4. Scioto, E. Perkins Pratt, D. D.,

Matthew Newkirk (3).

John McElroy.

Wm. F. Willson, M. D. (2).

XIIT. SYNOD OF CINCINNATI.

1. Cincinnati, Llewelyn J. Evans,
Wilbur McKaig,

2. Ripley, James W. West,
3. Dayton, William M. Cheever,

4. Hamilton, Ellis S. Weaver,

Ed. D. Mansfield, LL.D.,

William H. Moore (2).

James N. Salisbury, M. D.

Winslow S. Phelps.

George W. Haire (3).

1. Salem,

2. Madison,

3. Indianapolis,

4. Green Castle,

XIV. SYNOD OF INDIANA.

John M. Bishop, Moses C. Browning.
Ninian S. Dickey, James A. De Lavergne.

Hanford A. J^dsom, Lucius C. Walton.

Ransom Hawley, Henry G. Todd, M. D.

Craic/ordsville,

St. Joseph,

Logansport,

Fort Wayne,

21

XV. SYNOD OF WABASH.
Edmund 0. Hovey, William T. Scott (2).

Jacob Patch.

Edwin Black,

William J. Essick,

Stewart T. McConnell.
Benjamin W. Oakley.



322 MINUTES OF THE [1865-6, 7.

XVI. SYNOD OF ILLINOIS.

PRESBYTERIES. MINISTERS. ELDERS.

1. IlUmis, David H. Hamilton, D. D.(3),Abner C. Hinton (2).

2. SchnT/Ier, Reuben K. McCoy.
3. Wabash, Joseph E. McMurray, Ebenezer Cheeney.

4. Alto)i, Caleb J. Pitkin, John N. McCord,
Charles F. Beach, Isaac Scarritt.

XVIL SYNOD OF PEORIA.

1. Ottawa, Ira M. Weed,
2. Knox, Samuel Wyckoff,

3. Galena& Belvidere,Dsivid R. Eddy,
Josiah Leonard,

4. Chicago, Alfred Eddy,
William C. Dickinson,

5. Bloomington, Adam Johnston,

Thomas Ware.
Marcus B. Osborne.

Eliphalet S. Rose,

John J. Buckley.

Hon. William H. Brown,
D. R. Holt.

Amasa C. Washburn.

1. Milwaukee,

2. Fox River,

3. Columbus,

XVIII. SYNOD OF WISCONSIN.

George W. Elliott, William M. Watt.

John B. Preston.

Daniel A. Bassett, Augustus P. Smith.

XIX. SYNOD OF IOWA.

1. Des Moines,

2. Keokuk,

3. loioa City,

4. Dubuque,
5. Chariton.

6. Cedar Valley,

Asa Johnson (3),

Aaron Thompson,
Samuel J. Mills,

Henry B. Holmes,

Isaiah Reed.

William D. Moore.

H. Scott Howell (2).

Samuel W. Sedgwick.

John Maclay.

[7]

1. Dakota,

2. Minnesota,

3. Winona,

XX. SYNOD OF MINNESOTA.
John Peck (3), Amos D. Seward.

Frederick A. Noble, Hon. Sam'l J. R. McMillan.

Sanford H. Smith.

XXI. SYNOD OF MISSOURI.

1. St. Louis, John Maclean, Edwin Barnard (3).

2. Lexington, Benj. B. Parsons, D. D., Joseph Lambrite (3).

3. Northern Missouri, Latten W. Dunlap.

4. Kansas, James Brownlee.

XXII. SYNOD OF ALTA CALIFORNIA.

1. San Francisco.

2. Sierra Nevada.
3. San Jose.

4. Washoe.

1. Union,

2. Kingston,

3. Holston.

XXIII. SYNOD OF TENNESSEE.

Thomas J. Lamar.
John J. Dixon.
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CORKESPONDING BODIES.

1. General Assembly that met at Newark, ) Rev. Milo J. Hickok, D. D.,

N. J., in 1864,
J

Mr. T. Charlton Henry.

2. General Assembly of the Cumberland
Presbyterian Church.

3. General Assembly of the United Pres-

byterian Church of North America, Rev. James Harper, D. D.

4. General Synod of the Reformed Prot-

estant Dutch Church in North
America, Rev. Joachim Elmendorf. j

5. General Synod of the Reformed, Pres-

byterian Church in North America, Rev. John A. Crawford.

6. General Synod of the German Re-

formed Church in the United

States.

7. General Synod of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in the United States.

8. General Conference of Maine.

9. General Association ofNew Hampshire.

10. General Convention of Vermont.

11. Genend Association of Massachusetts, Rev. James P. Kimball. [8]

12. General Association of Connecticut, Rev. Benjamin J. Relyea.

13. Presbyterian and Congregational Con-

vention of Wisconsin.

14. Union of Evangelical Churches of
France, Rev. Theodore Monod.

The Committee further reported the presence, as duly authorized Commis-
sioners, of the Rev. Thomas J. Lamar, of the Presbytery of Union, and
Elder John J. Dixon, of the Presbytery of Kingston, Presbyteries of East

Tennessee, formerly in our connection, and their application on the part of

these respective Presbytei'ies to be recognized as members of this body.

These, and other similar cases, were referred to a Committee, consisting of the

Rev. Samuel W. Fisher, D. D., Rev. Robert Adair, and Hon. William H. Brown.
The Rev. James B. Shaw, D. D., of the Presbytery of Rochester, was

elected Moderator, and inducted into office.

The Rev. John Spaulding, of the Presbytery of New York, Fourth, and
the Rev. James Shaw, of the Presbytery of Cleveland and Portage, were
chosen Temporary Clerks.

The docket of business was read by the Stated Clerk.

The printed Minutes of the last General Assembly were distributed among
the members.

The General Rules for Judicatories, contained in the Appendix to the

Constitution, were adopted as the Rules of this Assembly.
Ordered, That the usual number of copies of the Roll be printed, under

the direction of the Stated Clerk.

It was made the first order of the day for to-morrow morning, after the

announcement of the Standing Committees, to receive the Synodical Records
and the papers from the respective Presbyteries, as well as all other papers

of an official character intended for the Assembly.
Ordered, As a Standing Rule of the Assembly, that a Standing Committee

be appointed by the Moderator, to whom shall be referred the annual report

of the Trustees charged with the care and disbursement of the Ministerial

Relief Fund.
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The annual report of the Treasurer of the General Assembly was read,

and referred to Messrs. Henry W. Williams, John P. Crosby, and Samuel T.

Bodine, as an Auditing Commitfre.

The First Presbyterian church of the city of St. Louis, Missouri, was
chosen as the place for the meeting of the nest General Assembly. The
Rev. John Maclean, the Eev. Alfred Eddy, and Mr. Isaac Scarritt, were

appointed to nominate a Committee of Arrangements.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 8J o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer. [9]

Friday, May 19^A, 8 J d'cloclc A. 31.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.
i

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Roll was called, and the Minutes of the last session were read and

approved.

The Moderator announced the following Standing Committees

:

1. Judicial Committee. Ministers—George L. Prentiss, D. D., George E.

Pierce, D. D., Lewis Kellogg, Eleroy Curtis, Russel S. Egleston, Daniel E.

Megie. Elders—Gurdon Burchard, Moses Bristol, Charles Ogilby, Robert

Ure, Esek C. Bradford.

2. Bills and Overtures. Ministers—Samuel T. Spear, J). D., William W.
Newell, D. D., John M. Bishop, Samuel J. JMills, Reuben K. McCoy, Samuel
Jessup. Elders—Hon. Samuel J. R. McMillan, Thomas Ware, James N.

Salisbury, M. D., Joseph D. Clark. John G. Parker.

3. Polity of the Church. Ministers—Samuel W. Fisher, D. D., Robert

Adair, Thomas R. Townsend, Hanford A. Edson, Charles F. Beach, Henry
B. Holmes. Elders—Edward D. ^Mansfield, LL.D., John Maclay, Benjamin

W. Oakley, William H. Skinner, Job Haines.

4. Home Missio)is. Ministers—Ezra E. Adams, D. D., Benjamin P. Par-

sons, D. D., Frederick R. Gallaher, Frederick A. Noble, John Tompkins,

William Waith. Elders—Hon. Henry W. Williams, Hon. William H. Brown,

Lyndon A. Smith, M. D., John Knight, Augustus P. Smith.

5. Foreign Missions. Ministers—William Adams, D. D., Daniel March,

D. D., William M. Cheever, Eldad Barber, Wilbur McKaig, Ransom Hawley.

Elders—Hon. Calvin T. Hulburd, Louis Chapin, John Endicott, Charles

Holmes, Jr., Moses C. Browning.

6. Education. Ministers—Edmund 0. Hovey, A. Augustus Wood, D. D.,

Llewelyn J. Evans, Samuel E. Wishard, Jonathan Copeland, Thaddeus B.

McFalls. Elders—Ron. Thomas T. Flagler, Oliver E. Wood, Henry G.

Todd, M. D., Isaac Scarritt, William D. Moore. [10]

7. Publication. Ministers—Azariah p]ldridge, D. D., Sylvester Cowles,

James B. Bonar, Elias Thompson, David R. Eddv, John Maclean. Elders—
Albe C. Allen, John C. Gallup, M. D., Joseph W'. Lester, Samuel T. Bodine,

John McElroy.
8. Church Erection. Ministers—E. Perkins Pratt, D. D.. George W.

Elliott, Ninian S. Dickey, Alfred Eddy, Lewis F. Laine, Edward Stratton.

Elders—John Lambert, M. D., Justus Townsend, James J. Dickerson, Wil-

liam Laird, Ebenezer Cheeney.
'

9. Ministerial Relief. Ministers—William R. Dewitt, D. D., Harvey Smith,

Loomis Chandler, Augustus Cone. Elders—Ebenezer B. Jones, Albert R.

Riggs, Stewart T. McConnell.

10. Narrative. Ministers—John W. Mears, Thomas B. Hudson, William

H. Clark, Sanford H. Smith. ^Wers—Philo Clark, M. D., John H. Phelps,

Solon L. Boughton.
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11. Mileage. Elders—John P. Crosby, Samuel Stringham, Winslow H.
Phelps.

12. Devotional Exercises. Ministers—William W. Newell, D. D., J. Ford
Sutton, John B. Reeve, Horace W. Palmer. Elders—Lucius C. Walton,
Amasa C. Washburn, Amasa D. Sewai'd.

13. Leave of Absence. Ministers—John B. Preston, George W. Mackie,

John L. Swain, John C. Taylor. Elders—Andrew Parker, Adam C. Eck-
feldt. Joseph Francis.

Committees on Synodical Records :

1. Synod of Albanj/. Ministers—Samuel Whaley, Ebenezer H. Stratton,

John J). McCord. Elders—Samuel E. Hart, James A. De Lavergne.

2. Synod of Utica. Ministers—John D. Wells, Charles E. Stebbins. J.

Allen Maxwell. Elders—Lorin Coy, William H. Woodworth.
3. Synod of Onondaga. Ministers—Edwin D. Newberry, Homer McYay,

Joseph E. McMurray. Elders—Marcus B. Osborne. William M. Watt. [11]
4. Synod of Geneva. Ministers—William H. Babbitt, Albert H. Gaston,

William J. Essick. Elders—George W. Knowlton, Martin 8. Phinney.

5. Synod of Susquehanna. Ministers—Jacob Patch. Daniel A. Bassett,

Adam Johnston. Elders—Daniel W. Sedgwick. Zephaniah C. Piatt.

6. Synod of Genesee. 3Iinisters—Jotham Sewall, Charles Chapman, Wil-

liam H. Megie, Elders—La Fayette Moore, Samuel Hazard.

7. Synod of New York and Xew Jersey. Ministers—William S. Dickson,

Isaiah Reed, Ellis S. Weaver. Elders—Hon. Nicholas M. Masters, Jared E.

Warner.
8. Synod of Pennsylvania. Ministers—James B. Beaumont, James M.

Dickson, Edwin Black. Elders—Edgar A. Phillips, Luther Sturtevant.

9. Synod of West Pennsylvania. Ministers—Edwin Benedict. Warren
Mayo, Charles H. De Long. Elders—John M. Roe, Absalom P. Chatham.

10. Synod of Michigan. Ministers—Charles Gillette, Horace H. Allen,

Charles H. Thompson. Elders—Levi H. Harroun, Albert N. Brown.
11. Synod of Western Reserve. Ministers—Joseph N. McNulty, Russell

D. Yan Deursen, Latten W. Dunlap. Elders—John J. Buckley, John N.

McCord.
12. Synod of Ohio. Ministers—William C. Dickinson, Samuel WyckofF,

James Brownlee. Elders—George McChain, William McGibbon.
13. Synod of Cincinnati. Ministers—Ira M. Weed, Moses E. Dunham,

Irving L. Beman. Elders—Abraham Merritt, John N. Sayre.

14. Synod of Indiana. Ministers—Aaron Thompson, David Abbey, John
Wesley Whitfield. Elders—James Deans, William Watson.

15. Synod of Wabash. Ministers—Josiah Leonard, John B. Preston,

Benjamin B. Parsons, D. D. Elders—Daniel C. Caughey, Daniel D.
McMartin.

16. Synod of Illinois. Ministers—Robert Adair, J. Ford Sutton, Eldad
Barber. Elders—Isaac M. Page. Daniel Uber.

17. Synod of Peoria. Ministers—Jonathan Copeland, John Tompkins,
John C. Taylor. Elders—Louis Chapin. John H. Phelps.

18. Synod of Wisconsin. Ministers—Samuel E. Wishard, Charles F. Beach,

Sanford H. Smith. Elders—Solon L. Boughton, John Endicott.

19. Sijnod of Iowa. Ministers—John M. Bishop, Henry B. Holmes. Ira

M. Weed. Eiders—W\^h^\Qt S. Rose, D. R. Holt. [12]
20. Synod of Alinnesota. Ministers—William M. Cheever, William H.

Clark, Eleroy Curtis. Elders—Ebenezer B. Jones, John C Gallup, M. D.

21. Synod of Missouri. Ministers—Lewis Kellogg, James B. Bonar, Wil-

liam Waith. Elders—Nicholas M. Masters, Jared E. Warner.
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22. Synod of Alta California.

The Records of the Synods were presented and referred to the respective

Committees appointed for their examination.

The Narratives, Statistical Reports, Overtures, and other papers of the

Presbyteries, were received and appropriately referred.

The annual reports of the Permanent Committees on Foreign Missions,

Education for the Ministry, and Home Missions, were 'read, accepted, and

referred to the appropriate Standing Committees.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported Overture No. 2, from the

Presbytery of New York, Fourth, asking that the heading of " Contributions

to Foreign Missions " in the Statistical Tables be changed to read, " Foreign

Missions
;

" recommending that the change requested be made.

The report was adopted.

The same Committee further reported Overture No. 4, as follows :
" Is it

within the province of the session to excommunicate, without formal trial, a

church-member, who makes a written confession of having embraced heretical

views, and in consequence having violated covenant by long-continued

absence from the ordinances of the church, and who requests to be cut off

from the church ? " The Committee recommend, that the party asking the

above question be referred to the Book of Discipline, Chap. 4 ; and such

session be urged to follow strictly the order laid down therein.

The report was adopted.

The same Committee further reported Overture No. 5, as follows :
" May a

Presbytery authorize its Stated Clerk, during the intervals of its sessions, to

grant, at their own request, letters certifying the regular standing and dis-

mission of its members to join other ecclesiastical bodies in connection or

correspondence with the General Assembly?" The Committee recommend,

that the above que.stion be answered in the negative.

The report was adopted.

The Committee on the application of the Commissioners from the Presby-

teries of Kingston and Union, East Tennessee, reported, recommending the

reference of the matter to the Standing Committee on the Polity of the

Church.

The report was adopted.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [13]

Friday, May 19//i, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The annual reports of the Presbyterian Publication Committee, and of the

Trustees and the Treasurer of the Presbyterian House, were read, accepted,

and referred to the Standing Committee on Publication.

The annual report of the Board of Trustees of the Church Erection Fund
was read, accepted, and referred to the Standing Committee on Church

Erection.

Reports were received from the Delegates appointed by the last Assembly

to Corresponding Bodies : from the Rev. James P. Wilson, D. D., Delegate to

the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church that met in 18(34, at

Newark, N. J. ; from the Rev. Edwin Hall, D. D., Delegate to the General

Convention of Vermont ; from the Rev. Robert Russell Booth, D. D., Delegate

to the General Synod of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church ;
from the

Rev. Chester Fitch, Delegate to the General Association of Massachusetts

;

from the Rev. Edmund F, Waldo, Delegate to the Presbyterian and Congre-
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gational Convention ofWisconsin ;
from the Eev. George W. Warner, Delegate

to the General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church ; and from the

Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., Delegate to the Union of the Evangelical

Churches of France.

The reports were accepted, and ordered to be printed in the Appendix to

the Minutes.

The Special Committee, appointed by the last Assembly on the relation of

Unemployed Ministers to the churches among whom they reside, presented

their report, which was adopted, and is as follows

:

By the last General Assembly which met at Dayton, Ohio, the undersigned

were appointed a Committee, to consider and report upon the following

resolution, (see Minutes, 18G4, p. 4(52
:)

^'Resolved, That the subject of the relation of unemployed ministers to the

churches among whom they reside, and whom they may be desired and are

disposed to serve as ruling elders, be referred to a Committee, to consider and

recommend what action can and ought to be taken by the Assembly, for

removing the constitutional restriction which prevents the employment of

such ministers in the service of the Church as ruling elders ; and report to

the next Assembly."
The " constitutional restriction " referred to is found in the Form of Gov-

ernment, Ch. XIII, 2 ; where it is said, that persons elected to the offices of

ruling elder and of deacon must, " in all cases," " be male members in full

communion in the church in which they are to exercise their office." By the

practice of our Church, ministers are not members of any particular church,

and therefore cannot be eligible to the above offices. L^"^]

The case might be reached constitutionally in one of two ways. The first

would be an alteration of the above rule, making an express exception in

respect to " unemployed ministers ;" but this would involve the infelicity and

inconvenience of holding two offices, and would require adjustments of other

parts of the Constitution.

The other mode would be the adoption of a constitutional provision, allow-

ing, in certain well-defined cases, the demitting of the ministerial office.

While some of your Committee are inclined to this course, yet they do not

think it expedient to recommend it for adoption, without further discussion,

and more specific instructions from the Assembly.

At the same time, your Committee are unanimously of the opinion, that

any church has a right to avail itself of the experience and wisdom of such

unemployed ministers. While it cannot directly invest such ministers with

the office of ruling elder, yet it may, by a formal vote, request them to take

part in all the deliberations of the session. What is desirable in the case

may thus be gained, without any violation of constitutional provisions.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 8^ o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Sahirdaij, May 20th, 8^ o'clock A. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The further calling of the Roll was dispensed with, until the close of the

sessions.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported in respect to the

commissions of the Rev. Thomas J. Lamar, of the Presbytery of tlnion, and

Elder John J. Dixon, of the Presbytery of Kingston, Tennessee. The report

was accepted, and, after statements by the Rev. Messrs. Sawyer and Lamar,

was, by a rising vote, unanimously adopted, and is as follows :
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Whereas, the Presbytery of Union, at a duly-called meeting, held in Sep-

tember last, and the Presbytery of Kingston, at a similar meeting, resolved,

by the unanimous vote of the members present, to re-connect themselves

with this Assembly, from which they withdrew in 1857, and have requested

us to receive them :

Resolved, That this Assembly hereby recognize the Presbyteries of Union

and Kingston as constituent parts of the Presbyterian Church in the United

States, and that the name of llev. Thomas J. Lamar, as a Commissioner from

the Presbytery of Union, and the name of Elder John J. Dixon, as a Com-
missioner [15] from the Presbytery of Kingston, be added to the lloll of this

Assembly.
And, since it is exceedingly desirable that these Presbyteries should have

their synodical relations, as heretofore, within the State of Tennessee, and as,

in consequence of the disorganized state of many of the churches, and the

disloyalty of a number of tlic ministers formerly in connection with us, it is

impracticable to secure this object at present by the ordinary methods of

ecclesiastical action ;
and whereas, the following ministers and churches have

expressed a desire to be in connection with us

;

Therefore, Resolved, 1. That the Kev. Kufus P. Wells and Rev. Nathan

Bachman, together with the Rev. Samuel Sawyer, of the Presbytery of Fort

Wayne, are hereby constituted the Presbytery of Holston
;
that the churches

of Greenville and Timber Ridge be placed under the care of this Presbytery
;

that the bounds of said Presbytery be the same as those of the fn-raer Pres-

bytery of Holston ; that the Presbytery meet at Greenville, Tenn., on Friday,

August 4th, 18(!5, at 7i o'clock P. M.. and be opened with a sermon from

Rev. Rufus P. Wells, who shall act as Moderator until another be chosen.

Resolved, 2. That the Presbyteries of Union, Kingston, and Holston, are

hereby erected into the Synod of Tennessee ; that the boundaries of said

Synod shall be the same as those of the former Synod of Tennessee; the

Synod to hold its first meeting at New Market, Tennessee, on Thursday, Octo-

ber 12th, 1865, at 11 o'clock A. M., and be opened with a sermon by Rev.

AVilliam Adams, D. D., of the Presbytery of New York, Fourth, or, in case

of his absence, by the senior minister present, who shall preside until a

Moderator be chosen.

Resolved, 8. That, in case the Presbytery of New River, now in connection

with the " United Synod," shall elect to belong to this Synod as thus consti-

tuted, said Presbytery shall be recognized as a constituent part of said Synod
;

in case it does not, then the bounds of the Presbytery of Holston be so

enlarged as to embrace any churches and ministers, within the bounds of said

Presbytery of New River, that may elect to unite with us.

Resolved, 4. That these Presbyteries be directed not to recognize or admit,

as a member of their respective bodies, any minister known to be disloyal to

the Government of the United States.

A communication was received from "The New York Sabbath Committee,"

expressing their desire to present a copy of " Gilfillan on the Sabbath " to

each of tlie pastors in connection with the General Assembly. The offer was

accepted, with the thanks of the Assembly ; and the Rev. A. Augustus

Wood, D. D., Rev. James B. Beaumont, and Hon. William H. Brown, were

appointed to confer with the Committee concerning the method of distribu-

tion.

Adjourned until Monday, at 8 J o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer. [16]
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Monday, May 22c/, 8 J o clock A. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Rev. Samuel W. Fisher, D. D., Rev. David H. Hamilton, D. D., Rev.

James B. Bonar, and Messrs. William H. Moore and George S. Frost, were

appointed to bring in a report expressive of the views and feelings of the

Assembly on the present iS^tate of the Country.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported Overture No. 10, asking

that the Presbyteries of the Pacific Coast be more fully aided in bearing the

expenses of their Commissioners to the General Assembly. The report was

adopted, and is as follows :

The Assembly expresses its hearty sympathy with the Presbytery pre-

senting the above memorial. It is eminently important that Presbyteries

having the care of feeble congregations, and located at great distances from

the usual places of the meetings of the General Assembly, should, neverthe-

less, be represented by Commissioners. To make provision for such repre-

sentation, the Assembly that met in 1857 adopted a plan for securing ade-

quate funds for defraying the expenses of the General Assembly. (See

Minutes, 1857, pp. 399, 400). In this plan the Standing Committee on

Mileage, annually appointed, is required to "estimate, and report the prob-

able amount that will be needed to defray the necessary traveling expenses

of the Commissioners, and the contingent expenses of the next succeeding

Assembly, together with the rate " of assessment, per capita, upon the

communicants under the care of each Presbytery, that will be adequate for

this purpose. According to this plan, each Commissioner is required to

present to the Committee on Mileage a bill sf " his necessary traveling

expenses and mileage." Such bills, having been audited by the Mileage

Committee, are directed to " be paid as fully as the funds will permit, after

appropriating an amount sufficient to defray the contingent expenses of the

Assembly." If. therefore, the Mileage Committee properly estimate the prob-

able expenses of the next succeeding Assembly, and fix the proper rate for

raising adequate funds, and the Presbyteries contribute according to this rate,

the object sought in the memorial will be gained. The plan, if efficiently

applied, is entirely adequate for this purpose. The Assembly, therefore,

instructs the Mileage Con)mittee, in its estimate of the expenses for the next

Assembly and rate of contribution, to make in the latter a full and ade-

quate provision for the former. The Assembly, moreover, urges upon all

the Presbyteries the great importance of this subject, and earnestly exhorts

them to see to it, that the churches under their care make prompt contribu-

tions to defray the expenses of the General Assembly, according to the plan

now in use. These expenses should not fall upon the Commissioners, but

upon the Presbyteries rep[17]resented by them. To the churches under

their care these Presbyteries must look for the necessary funds. Let each

Presbytery do the work assigned to it, and the present plan will meet the

difficulty better than any other which the Assembly can devise.

The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions presented their report, which

was adopted, and is as follows

:

The obligation to extend the Gospel throughout the world springs from

the nature of Christianity itself, the relations of the Church to the human
race, and the express command of our divine Lord.

Those periods in her own history, in which the Christian Church has been

engaged most zealously in the diffusion of the Gospel, have been the most

remarkable for her own purity, prosperity, and power. All the great changes
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which have occurred in the world, reformatory of evils and indicative of a

real improvement of the race, are traceable directly to the historic person

of Jesus Christ, and, therefore, should stimulate all his followers to give the

widest extension to his Gospel among all nations.

In examining the report of the Permanent Committee on Foreign Mis-

sions, already submitted to the Assembly, the attention of the Standing

Committee has been directed chiefly to two things : first, the correspondence

of that Committee with their missionaries in foreign lands, who still retain

ecclesiastical relations with this body ; a correspondence which evinces, in

every region where these our brethren are resident, new claims, new oppor-

tunities, and new encouragements for augmented energy in that cause which

they represent. And, second, the valuable tables, compiled by the Com-
mittee, representing the amount contributed by the several Synods, Presby-

teries, and churches connected with this body, in aid of Foreign Missions.

While it appears from the tables, that there has been a considernble in-

crease in the aggregate of contributions for this object from these churches,

during the year ending May, 1864, the Committee regret to say that, during

the same period, a large number in our connection have contributed abso-

lutely nothing to Foreign Missions. Many of these churches, it is known,

are themselves feeble, planted, perhaps, in the new settlements ; and in need,

to some extent, of assistance in their own support. But it is hard to con-

ceive of any church, in a country like this, in circumstances so depressed

that it cannot give something, in testimony of the grateful regard in which

the Gospel is held by themselves. Paradoxical as it may seem, the true

method of keeping the Gospel is to give it away ; and no Christian Church

can afford, for its own sake, to withhold all sympathy and all contributions

from those who are entirely ignorant of the Gospel and the Son of God.

The Committee would recommend the following resolutions: [18]

Bc.sohrd. 1. That the report of the Permanent Committee on Foreign Mis-

sions be adopted.

Rc'sohed, 'Z. That this Assembly recognize the obligation and the privilege

of every constituent part of the Christian Church to impart to others, as

providential opportunities may permit, the knowledge and blessings of the

common salvation.

Resolved, 8. That this Assembly gratefully acknowledge the conspicuous

favor of Divine Providence toward the A. B. C. F. M., in its good and great

work of propagating the Gospel throughout the world, and pledge to that

institution our cordial co-operation and support.

Resolved, 4. That the form of organization adopted by the Presbyterian

Church, with its extended supervision over ministers and members, and its

regular reports and statistics, is specially favorable to systematic action in

regard to this and every other endorsed form of Christian benevolence ; and,

therefore, it is recommended to all Presbyteries, not only to arrange for an

annual contribution to Foreign Missions in every church under their care,

but also for an annual report of the sums thus contributed, whether great

or small.

Resolved, 5. That this Assembly extend to all the ministers and members

of Presbyterian churches, who have left their native country to plant the

institutions of our religion in foreign lands, the assurance of our fraternal

remembrance, sympathy, love, and prayers.

Resolved, 6. That the recent events on our own continent, imposing new

obligations in reference to our own territorial domains, instead of absolving

us from the work of evangelizing the distant heathen, present additional

inducements to engage in Christian propagandisra, by reason of the signal
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favors vouchsafed to us as a people in times of calamity, the great resources

at the command of the nation, and especially that it may be known to all

people in what an estimate the Gospel is here held, as the source of all our

blessings, personal, domestic, and national, the fountain of light, life, liberty,

enterprise, righteousness, prosperity, and peace.

Resolccd, 7. That Kev. George Duffield, J). D.. John A. Brown. Eev.

Walter Clarke, D. D., Rev. Daniel W. Poor, D. D., and Rev. T. Ralston

Smith, whose terms of service expire, be re-elected to the same office for the

term of three years.

Beso/rcd, That the Standing Committee on Foreign Missions in each

Presbytery, or, if there be no such Committee, the Stated Clerk, be instructed

to report, on or before the first of 3Iay, to the Permanent Committee of the

Assembly, the amounts contributed by the churches to Foreign Missions

during the current year.

Resolved, That the Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions be instructed

to send a circular, before the first of April of each year, to the Standing

Committee or Stated Clerk of each Presbytery, requesting statistics on this

subject. [19]
The Rev. John A. Crawford, the Delegate from the General Synod of the

Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America, then addressed the As-

sembly, and was responded to by the Moderator.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 22d, 3 odock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported in reference to Overture

No. 1, being a request that the General Assembly give its testimony respect-

ing the guilt of treason, as incurred by the ministry resident in the States

recently in rebellion
; and further, that the Assembly suggest to the Presby-

teries upon what terms and in what way ministers, who have thus been guilty

of treason, should, if at all, be received by them.

The report, having been amended, was unanimously adopted, and is as

follows

:

The Assembly regards the matter referred to in the Overture, as of the

gravest and most solemn character. Civil society is, in the Scriptures, ex-

pressly declared to be an ordinance of God. Its agency is some form of

human government ; and to this government the subject thereof is bound to

yield obedience, except in those cases in which the higher law of God directly

intervenes to cancel the obligation. To disobey the civil law, unless requii'ed

to do so by the law of God, is alike a crime against the State and a sin against

God ; rendering the offender justly amenable to punishment.
These principles so abundantly asserted in the Scriptures, and so obviously

true at the bar of right and reason, apply with special emphasis to that form
of disobedience which is treasonable, which seeks to subvert government,
which attacks the very life of a nation, and gives rise to disorder, anarchy,

and civil war among the people. Resistance to the civil authority in this

form, and for this purpose, is, in the judgment of this Assembly, the highest

crime against the State as well as " a most grievous .sin against God." The
specific case referred to in the Overture, presents the crime and sin of treason

under its most aggravated conditions. It is treason against a popular gov-

ernment containing within itself the most ample means for the peaceful

redress of all possible grievances. It is treason without any provocation,
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justification, or excuse. It is treason designed and planned to perpetuate

and extend the iniquitous system of human bondage. It is treason, too,

his[20]torically attended with barbarities and outrages on the part of its

authors and abettors, alike shocking to the civilization of the age and repug-

nant to the principles of Christianity. To suppress and destroy this treason,

as an organized military power, has involved the sacrifice of thousands and
tens of thousands of human lives, and filled the land with the deep wail of

affliction and sorrow. Such a treason this Assembly regards as involving

criminality in its most appalling form. The justice of God, the honor of

law, and the safety of civil society imperatively demand, that it should be

suitably punished by the judicial power of the nation, in the infliction of

penalty upon its guilty authors.

That the ministers of the (jlospel resident in Avhat have been designated

as the Kebel States—men professing to believe in the Bible, and to honor
its principles—should have shared in the guilt of this treason, making them-
selves parties thereto, giving to it their public influence, aiding and abetting

the same, seems, to the Assembly, one of the most astonishing moral per-

versions to be found in the history of this fallen world. And yet that such

has been the fact in the States hitherto in rebellion is too obvious to admit
of reasonable doubt or denial. These ministers the Assembly can view
only as, in this thing, most grievous sinners against the God of heaven.

In view of the pi-inciples and opinions thus expressed, the Assembly
most earnestly exhorts all the Pi'esbyteries under its care, to consider this

subject, and take such action thereupon as shall accord with the Word of

God. In the event that any of the ministers, referred to in the above
Overture, shall apply for admission into these Presbyteries, the Assembly
advises the Presbyteries not to admit them, or in any way recognize them as

ambassadors of the Cross of Christ, until they have given satisfactory

evidence that they have sincerely repented of this sin. The details of this

advice, the manner and ways of giving it practical efl'ect, the Assembly
must, for the present, leave with the discretion and wisdom of the Presby-

teries
;
yet the Assembly cannot forbear to express the hope that the Pres-

byteries, in the .spirit of true loyalty to their country and their God, will

so act in the premises, as to convey the clearest and most undoubted con-

demnation of the treason, which has clothed this land with the habiliments

of sorrow. Let the religious sense of the Church, in her pulpit ministra-

tions, and through the action of her judicatories, mark this sin as of the

deepest dye.

The Assembly in thus answering the Overture, has no specific case before

it for a definite and special judgment, and has, therefore, submitted the

answer in this general form.

The Records of the Synods of Michigan, Genesee, New York and New
Jersey, Wisconsin, Peoria, Onondaga, Utica, Minnesota, Wabash, Iowa,

Susquehanna, Ohio, West Pennsylvania, Cincinnati, Missouri, Pennsylvania,

Albany, Indiana, Geneva, Western Reserve, and Illinois, were, upon the

recommendation of the respective examining Committees, approved as far

as written. [21]
The Committee appointed to audit the annual report of the Treasurer of

the General Assembly, reported that they had examined the same, with the

vouchers, and found it to be correct ; and they recommended that it be

approved, and printed in the Appendix to the Minutes.

The report was adopted.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported Overture No. 13, as

follows

:
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The Presbytery of Dakota lias within its bounds the mission churches

gathered from among the Dakota Indians. The missionaries hiboring among
these Indians have, for many years, felt the necessity of subjecting Indians

to hiw, that they may enjoy the protection of the same for themselves and

their property ;
but thus far they have failed to bring to bear such influences

on Congress, and on the Indian Department, as to accomplish this most

desirable and necessary object.

We are of opinion that a proper memorial from so large and honored

a body as the General Assembly will not only be received kindly, but have

its eflect in this regard. We, therefore, ask you to prepare and forward such

a memorial to the Secretary of the Interior and the Commissioner of Indian

Aflliirs, asking them to use their influence to procure the necessary legisla-

tion to secure this object; which is, first, declaring them subject to the

laws of the United States, and the criminal laws of the State or Territory

in which they may be found ; second, making provision for the appointment

and support of officers to enforce these laws.

The Committee recommended the appointment of a Special Committee to

examine the subject referred to in the memorial, and report thereon to the

next General Assembly. The recommendation was adopted, and the Rev.

Samuel T. Spear, D. D., Rev. William W. Newell, D. D., and Mr. Oliver E.

Wood, were appointed such Committee.

After hearing further statements respecting the condition of the churches

in East Tennessee, from the Rev. Messrs. Samuel Sawyer and Thomas J.

Lamar, it was
Rewlved, That to enter and occupy the field in East Tennessee, now

reopened by Divine Providence, is the positive duty of the Presbyterian

Church ; and as a commencement of this work, the Home Mission Com-
mittee be instructed to designate, as soon aS practicable, ten pastors in this

communion, to spend the ensuing three months in serving the Church in

that desolated field ; and that said Committee is hereby authorized to

advance the necessary traveling expenses of such pastors out of the funds

of the Committee, and, if necessary, appeal to the churches to reimburse

the requisite amount.
Adjourned until to-morrow, at 8^ o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer. [22]

Tuesday, May 23t?, 8 J o clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The first annual report of the Executive Committee charged with the care

and disbursement of the Ministerial Relief Fund was read, accepted, and re-

ferred to the Standing Committee upon that subject.

On the recommendation of the Committee on ^lileage, it was ordered, that

the ordinary traveling expenses of the Commissioners of the Presbyteries of

Dakota and Union be, for special reasons, paid out of the Commissioner's

Fund.
The Standing Committee on Education presented their report. Pending

its consideration,

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday, May 23d, 3 o'cIocJc P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported on Overture No. 9, making
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inquiry concerning the relation of persons received, by act of session, during

the interval of such reception and the subsequent sacramental Sabbath. The
report was adopted, and is as follows

:

In answer to the several questions contained in the above Overture, the

Assembly refers to the Form of Government, Chapter IX., section \ 6, in

which the reception of " members into the church " is expressly specified as

one of the duties and powers of the church session. For this purpose the

session is the church, and its act of admission the act of the church. When,
therefore, an applicant for admission by letter is received by a vote of the

session, he is at once a member of the church, entitled to all the privileges,

and subject to all the responsibilities, of this relation.

The same rule equally applies to candidates for admission into the church

on a profession of their faith. The vote of the session is the essential and
final act by which they are thus received, and needs no subsequent action of

the church to give it reality or validity. The administration of bapti.sm ac-

cording to the Avord of God, in the case of unbaptized persons, must, of

course, be involved in, and attendant upon, this sessional act, either at the

time, which would be entirely proper, or at a subsequent period appointed

for this purpose. The session, if thus choosing, may prescribe a public pro-

fession of faith before the whole church as a convenient usage, and for this

purpose may employ a church con[23]fession and covenant. This is the

practice with many sessions, and, where this practice is adopted, it is proper

that the officiating minister or clerk of the session should report a statement

of the fact in accordance therewith, and that the report should be formally

entered upon the records of the session.

It is well, however, to remember, that the confessions of faith and cove-

nants in use among local churches, though regarded by many as convenient

and useful, and cei'tainly sanctioned by a very prevalent usage, are neverthe-

less not essential to the organization of a church, or the establishment of

membership therein, since they are not the authoritative standard of faith

or practice in the Presbyterian Church. Such confessions and covenants,

with the accompanying form of a public profession, may or may not be used,

as shall seem most expedient to the session. Whether used or not, the vote

of the session is, by the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church, the act on

which the membership depends, and, in all cases, the records of the session

should be made to correspond with this fundamental principle of the polity

of the Church.

These principles cover all the points submitted in the above Overture.

Their application is simple, and hence the Assembly sees no occasion for

giving a more detailed and specific answer to the several questions presented

for its consideration.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 8J o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Wednesday, May 24th, 85 o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of yesterday's sessions were read and approved.

The report of the Treasurer of the Presbyterian Committee of Home
Missions was read, accepted, and referred to the Standing Committee on

Home Missions.

The Standing Committee on Home Missions presented their report, which

was accepted.

Pending the consideration of the subject, adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.
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Wednesday, May 24ith, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The consideration of the report of the Standing Committee on Home
Missions was resumed.

The report, having been amended, was adopted, and is as follows : [24]

The Standing Committee on Home Missions, having given careful atten-

tion to the matters intrusted to them by the General Assembly, namely, the

fourth annual report of the Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions, a

memorial from the Presbytery of Cayuga, statements made by brethren

invited to our sessions, and to other papers bearing on the interests of the

Home Mission field, submit the following report of facts and topics demanding

the special regard of this General Assembly.

The present condition of the Home Missionary operations of our Church,

as set forth in the report of the Permanent Committee, affords peculiar ground

for thankfulness and encouragement. The increased contributions of the

churches to this cause during the year covered by the report, amounting to

about $16,000 over and above the sum reported to the General Assembly of

1864, the addition of twenty-five efficient laborers to the number previously

in the field, and the interest manifested by many of the brethren present in

the manifold claims and bearings of the work, evince a growing purpose in

the Church to put this branch of our Christian agency in the first rank of

influence and honor.

The dawn of peace, affording us ample opportunity to enter and occupy

new and broad regions before substantially closed against our direct action

;

the return to our denominational fold of Presbyteries in Tennessee, consti-

tuting an important agency in the work of ecclesiastical and Christian recon-

struction there ; the addition during the year of 2300 souls to our mission

churches, of whom, 1300 were won from the world to Christ, are facts which

may well call forth our devout and grateful ascriptions of praise to God.

They indicate that the cause has, measurably, overcomethe obstacles which

beset its incipient stage of action, and warrant for it, we believe, a steady and
sure ascent to strength and permanence. They seem to assure us that our

Permanent Committee have the wisdom to manage, our churches the benev-

olence to sustain, and our missionaries the devotion and constancy to under-

take and carry on the work intrusted to their hands ; and better still, that

the Divine Spirit owns and blesses the great undertaking.

Your Committee would call the attention of the General Assembly to the

extent of the field now claiming their missionary action. The Territories of

the West and Northwest, whither multitudes resort for the purposes of

material enterprise, constitute a vast empire, being rapidly filled with earnest

men, and destined, in the course of half a centui'y, to possess a population of

many millions. Besides these, there are fourteen States, whose institutions,

social, educational, and religious, have been not only disturbed, but destroyed,

by the great conflict. Enterprise is there to be revived and credit restored,

lands are to be cultivated, houses rebuilt and again inhabited, villages now
deserted to be repeopled. schools reopened and churches again occupied, not

by the disloyal and treasonable, but by men and women who love their country

and their God, and who seek the messages of life from loyal lips. [25]
In some localities there will be a natural and spontaneous return to social

order, and to wonted Christian duties and privileges. While it is the prov-

ince of the State governments, aided by the LTnited States authorities, to

restore civil rule and relations, to encourage industry, sustain law, and reas-

sure the people in their hopes and efl"orts for reconstruction, it is the solemn

and imperative duty of the Church to help them in their return to Christian
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order and activities ; to encourage and aid sucli as are, or shall be,

desirous of establishing again the institutions of religion ; to stimulate to

this duty those who may be indifferent ; to extend the hand of Christian

sympathy and ministries to all of every color and race as opportunity

shall olfer, or by earnest seeking shall be found. In this work the Perma-
nent Committee of the General Assembly are specially called to engage, by
the fact that in the Southern States the genius of Presbyterianism finds a

generous welcome. And they are greatly encouraged to undertake it by the

recent action in Tennessee, whereby Presbyteries have returned to us and
been joyfully received, constituting an entire Synod, through whose agency
the Home Mission work may be happily begun and continued in that

State.

In the judgment of your Committee, this General Assembly has the oppor-

tunity of inaugurating and perpetuating a mission work for our country, far

greater than ever before offered itself to any Christian body in the land. The
most strenuous and pei'sistent devotion, labor, and self-sacrifice are demanded
of our churches for the salvation of society in the South and West—indeed,

throughout the land—from the evils into which, as the result of war and the

sudden disbanding of armies, it has fallen.

The demoralized condition of the States over which the wave of treason

has rolled can be cured only by the presence and power of Christian truth
;

and the work to be done demands all our resources of intelligence, of benev-

olence, of wisdom, and of faith. But we may have the great honor of helping

to lift our population to the highest moral altitude, of being laborers together

with God in the work of national regeneration.

The spiritual wants of this great field are appalling. In Missouri, for

example, are regions fifty miles in extent without a house of worship. The
population, both white and black, is debased. The children remain untaught,

and are growing up in ignorance and sin, as they are also in other States over

which the fury of war has raged. The mas>ses of the people need, at once,

an agency which shall awaken them to the demands of mental and religious

culture, and supply them with a power which shall lift them to pure and

happy Christian citizenship, and save them for eternity.

In view of these facts, your Committee most eai'nestly reiterate their con-

viction that upon this General Assembly rests the burden of a tremendous

responsibility, which it cannot, without criminality, evade ; which it must
meet. It is for us to understand and feel " the logic of events," the purpose

of Providence in this great [2G] hour, to adopt measures and utter words

which shall awaken the whole Church to the claims of home evangelization,

and result, by the blessing of God, in the vastly augmented operations of our

Permanent Committee for the renovation of our country.

It is a matter of great perplexity and sorrow, that so few young men are

ready to give themselves to the hardships of the home missionary work.

We may be allowed to express the hope, that our Presbyteries and churches

will make it a chief and constant duty, to induce godly and able young men
within their influence to prepare for this sublime and most honorable service,

to imitate the fathers in Christian enterprise and self-sacrifice. They are

needed at the frontier.

In view of the great destitution of ministers of the Gospel, while fields

are opening and " white for the harvest," your Committee would respectfully

suggest that lay-helpers of proper qualifications be employed in visiting from

house to house, explaining the Word of God, exhorting to faith and right-

eousness, distributing religious literature, and doing the necessary and pre-

liminary work in the organization of churches where the same may be prac-
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ticable ; such lielpei's to be selected, commissioned, and recommended by
Presbyteries to tlie Permanent Committee for appointment.

The Committee, moreover, recommend that the Presbyterian Committee
of Home Missions appoint an agent or agents to visit the Southern States for

the purpose of organizing churches among freedmen, and, if possible, of

finding and emph)ying ministers of their own race to hibor among them in

word and doctrine, and to do all that the necessities of the case in connection

with this great subject demand. And we invite our churches to oft'er special

contributions to the Committee for this branch of their work.

In order that the members of our churches may be better informed with

regard to the operations of all our Committees, especially that they may be

prompted to larger benevolence and nobler effort in behalf of Home Missions,

the Committee would express their belief, that there is indispensable need of

a monthly periodical, which shall contain facts and infoi'mation fitted to pro-

mote intelligent action for this cause ; and we do hereby recommend that

this Assembly, in accordance with the action of the last Assembly, direct

that such periodical be, as soon as possible, established.

We wish to assure our devoted missionai'ies, that the Permanent Commit-
tee desire and endeavor to meet their applications for support with all fair-

ness, and to manifest, as they certainly feel, a tender sympathy with them
in their trials. And we would urge our churches more frequently and fully

to express their interest in these brethren, by sending them books and cloth-

ing and other gifts, which will greatly relieve their wants and cheer their

hearts.

On the memorial from the Presbytery of Cayuga, regarding the condition

of feeble churches " in the older settled parts of our [27] country," your
Committee recommend that the Presbyteries unite as many such churches as

practicable under the care of one pastor, and that they send missionaries to

labor among those which cannot be thus united. This is a matter of serious

importance, and ought to receive immediate and earnest attention.

The Committee have carefully considered the subject of missionary labor

among Freedmen. We hail with joy the fact, that our Permanent Committee
have already a flourishing mission for this class of our fellow-men at St.

Louis. And we deem it to be the duty of the Committee, to establish like

missions among the African race in our land wherever opportunity shall

offer, and to institute such Christian relations with them as may be formed
with the white population in the South, depending on the piety and liberality

of our churches for the means of supporting such a woi'k.

In conclusion, we express our solemn conviction, that the most eax'nest

prayers of the whole Church should be offered unto God, for men and means
to accompli-sh the good work of Home Missions already purposed and begun
by this General Assembly.
We recommend the election of the following persons as members of the

Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions for the full term of three years :

Rev. George L. Prentiss, D. D., Rev. Thomas S. Hastings, Rev. T. Ralston
Smith, and Messrs. J. Milton Smith and George W. Lane.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 8 o'clock A. M.
Concluded Avith prayer.

Thursday, May 25(7i, 8 o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The ^linutes of j^esterday's sessions were read aiwl approved.

The consideration of the report of the Standing Committee on Education
was resumed. The report was adopted, and is as follows

:

22



338 MINUTES OF THE [1865-27-9.

The Standing Committee on Education report, that the annual report of

the Permanent Committee on Education presents encouraging evidence of a

steady and vigorous advance in their noble work.

This evidence is found in the enlarged number of students under patron-

age, and the increased liberality of the churches. There is encouragement,

also, and cause for thankfulness in the increa.sed vigor and enlarged facilities

of our Theological Seminaries, and other institutions for Christian education.

Never has there been a period, when money has been so freely poured out

[28] for these institutions, as during the four years of the dire conflict with

rebellion.

But the Committee are deeply impressed with the alarming fact, that the

number of candidates for the ministry is so largely disproportionate to the

necessities of the churches, and more especially so, when we consider the vast

missionary field laid open as one of the results of the civil war now closed.

Of the thirty-five Presbyteries from which young men under the patronage

of the Committee have been reported, twenty-two have but one each, and
eight but two each. There has been an advance in the number of churches

contributing to the educational fund ; but, if the churches were imbued with

the spirit of missions, and fully up to the demands of the age, would they

not all—instead of one-third only— give their aid to this great work?
The work of the Committee is threefold—first, to seek out and bring

forward to the ministry the pious young men of our churches; second, to

afford pecuniary aid to all who need it; and third, to elevate to a higher

tone of piety and consecration all our candidates for the ministry.

But as the source of power, in all these ree-pects, is in the ministry and

the churches, the Committee would recommend the adoption of the follow-

ing resolutions

:

Resolved, 1. That the Assembly having adopted and tested a plan for in-

creasing the ministry, it devolves upon the Presbyteries and churches to

carry it out and render it effective.

Resolved, 2. That, in view of the loud call of Providence at the present

time for a great increase in the number of earnest and faithful ministers of

the Gospel, pastors and elders be enjoined to make this a subject of earnest

presentation to all the churches.

Resolved, 3. That, as no native talent or high mental culture are alone

sufficient qualifications for the ministry, most persevering and believing

prayer should be offered on behalf of our candidates for the ministry, that

the Great Head of the Church would, by the power of the Holy Spirit, call

and qualify them to preach the Gospel.

In accordance with suggestions of the Secretary of the Permanent Com-
mittee.

Resolved, 4. That as it is embarrassing to the Permanent Committee not

to know the amount of funds to be relied upon, it is desirable that the cause

of Education should be presented at a favorable time in the earlier part of

our ecclesiastical year, and never, if possible, be deferred beyond the Sabbath

immediately previous or succeeding the day of prayer for Colleges.

Resolved, 5. That the second rule of the Manual be stricken out, and that

the tliird and fourth rules be united in one. so as to read as follows

:

" It is recommended that the young men to be aided by the Assembly's

Committee be placed, as soon as practicable, under the care of the Presby-

teries within the bounds of which they have their church relation, and that

they remain under their care [29] till they receive licensure ;
and, in case of

any necessary change in their presbyterial relations, it be made with the ap-

proval of the Permanent Committee."
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Resolved, 6. That the Permanent Committee be authorized to increase the

amount of appropriations, not to exceed thirty-three per cent., and that it be
left to their discretion to limit the amount to be received from all sources.

The names of the following persons are presented to fill the vacancy occur-

ring by the expiration of the term of office in the class elected in 1862: Rev.
George L. Prentiss, D. D., Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler, Walter S. Griffith,

Charles A. Davison, and Ezra M. Kingsley.

The Rev. Benjamin J. Relyea, the Delegate of the Association of Con-
necticut, addressed the Assembly, and was responded to by the Moderator.

The following preamble and resolution were adopted

:

Whereas, Through the wise and timely agency of the Society for the Pro-

motion of Collegiate and Theological Education at the West, which had its

origin in the darkest portion of our educational history in the new States,

so many of our institutions of learning have been aided in their infancy,

and not a few saved from absolute ruin, or raised from a state of feebleness,

or peril, to one of strength and of readiness for efficient action in the new
age now opening upon the nation ; therefore.

Resolved, That the great services which the Society has thus been enabled,

by the Divine blessing, to render to the cause of Christian learning at the

West, deserves a grateful recognition by this Assembly.
Adjourned until Hi- o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

TImrsday, May 2.Wi, 3} oclock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Standing Committee on Ministerial Relief presented their report, which
was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Standing Committee, to whom was referred the first annual report of

the Executive Committee of the Ministerial Relief Fund, appointed by the

Trustees of the Presbyterian House, respectfully report : That they have
heard with deep and painful interest the report of the Executive Committee,
and, in view of the pressing necessities of our disabled ministers, and of the

widows and orphans of ministers deceased, submit the following resolutions

for the adoption of the General Assembly

:

[30]
Resolved, 1. That the attention of church-members be directed to the

straitened circumstances of many of our faithful ministers, who, having
toiled for many years on small salaries, are now left, in the decline of life,

without adequate means for the support of themselves and families.

2. That every Presbytery be directed to appoint a Standing Committee,
whose duty it shall be to inquire into the necessities of disabled ministers,

and of the widows and orphans of those deceased, with a view of bringing
the cases of such to the notice of the Executive Committee of the Relief

Fund.
3. That the Presbyteries earnestly request the churches under their care

to make annual collections for this fund, and that they encourage also,

bequests and donations toward the formation of a permanent fund for this

object.

The Judicial Committee reported on an Appeal, by William Fithian, for

relief or redress against the action of the Presbytery of Chariton, that,

under the circumstances as stated by him, the General Assembly has no
jurisdiction in the case

;
they therefore recommend that the appeal be dis-

missed. The report was adopted.

The Rev. Milo J. Hickock, D. D., and Mr. T. Charlton Henry, the Dele-

gates of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church that met at
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Newark in 1864; the Rev. Joacliim Elmendorf, the Delegate of the General

Synod of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church in North America ; and

the Rev. Theodore Monod, the Delegate of the Union of Evangelical

Churches of France, addressed the Assemhly, and were severally responded

to by the Moderator.

Written communications were received from the Rev. Alfred H Ives, the

Delegate of the General Conference of Maine, and the Rev. Horatio N. Bur-

ton, the Delegate of the General Convention of A'^ermont.

The following minute and resolution were adopted

:

The Assembly having listened with great interest to the address of the

Rev. Theodore Monod, the Delegate of the Union of Evangelical Churches

of France, recognize that body of Christian brethren as one holding with us

the independence of Church and State, and essentially the same system of

Protestant and Reformed theology ; and especially as having sympathized in-

telligently and cordially with our native land in its recent trials and struggles
;

therefore,

Brsoh-ed, That this Assembly commend the Rev. Theodore Monod, and the

ol)jcct which he represents, to the confidence and liberality of the churches

under its care.

Adjourned until 71 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [31]

Thursday, Maij 2Mi, 7 1 o clock P. M.

The Assembly met, and united with members of the churches of this city,

in the celebration of the Lord's Supper.

After the service, adjourned vintil to-morrow, at 8J o'clock A. M.

Friday, May 26th, 8 J o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of yesterday's sessions were read and approved.

The Committee on the distribution of copies of " Gilfillan on the Sab-

bath," reported a satisftictory method of such distribution, and the report

was adopted.

The Rev. James P. Kimball, the Delegate of the General Association of

Massachusetts, addressed the Assembly, and was responded to by the

Moderator.

The Rev. William I. Buddington, D. D., obtained leave and addressed the

Assembly in behalf of the " American Union Commission."

A communication from the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church that met at Newark in 1864, was received, and referred

to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

The Standing Committee on Church Erection presented their report.

Pending its consideration,

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 2Gfh, 3 o'clock P. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Rev. James Harper, D. D., the Delegate appointed by the General

Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church to open a correspondence

with this body, addressed the Assembly, and was responded to by the Mod-

erator. Thereupon it was
Resolved, That a correspondence be instituted with the General Assembly
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of the United Presbyterian Church, on the same terms as with other Corre-

sponding Bodies.

The consideration of the report of the Standing Committee on Church
Erection was resumed. The report, with amendments, was referred to a

Special Committee^ consisting of the Bev. Azariah Eldridge, D. D., Bev.

Alfi-ed Eddy, Bev. John M. Bishop, and Messrs. Edward D. Mansfiekl,

Henry W. Williams, Oliver E. Wood, and Samuel J. B. McMillan. [32]

The Standing Committee on Publication presented their report, which was
adopted, and is as follows :

The Standing Committee on Publication, to whom were referred the

thirteenth annual report of the Permanent Committee on Publication, and

the eleventh annual report of the Trustees of the Presbyterian House, and

so much of the report of the Standing Committee on Home Missions as

relates to the subject of publishing a periodical, together with certain other

papers, beg leave to report, that they have attended to the duty assigned

them, and find, in examining these documents, among other reasons for con-

gratulation and gratitude, these strikingly prominent ; that the publications

issued during the past year, as to both number and volume, are considerably

more abundant and important than those of any former yccxr ; that the funds

at the disposiil of this department are largely enhanced, the collections and

donations having increased in amount, the $50,000 fund been completed, and

the most of it paid in, while the sales of our publications have advanced

from $22,000 in round numbers, the previous year, and $16,000 the year

before, to $36,000 the past year
;
that $9,000 have been applied by the Pub-

lication Committee, according to the direction of the last Assembly, toward

liquidating the incumbrance of $20,000 upon the Presbyterian House ; and
that, in accordance with the action of that Assembly, a promising commence-
ment has been made for the relief of disabled ministers and of the families

of those deceased in our connection. May this branch of Christian duty be

faithfully and vigorously prosecuted, until we cease to be reproached, in this

regard, whether by our own consciences or the example of those in other

denominations.

Upon the basis of such facts as these, we may turn to the future with new
resolution and fresh hope.

Among the points to be emphatically mentioned, in the judgment of your
Committee, is first, the great need of Sunday-school books, that shall come
to us with the imprimatur of our Church. Why should not the Publication

House be preparing to issue many such as are of unquestionable character,

so as to meet the demands of time, and keep pace with the developments of

the future ? Those of the American Sunday-School Union are many of them
excellent ; those from various other sources are, some of them, very good, and
answer their purpose well enough, but those sources are outside, and that pur-

pose we do not always understand
;
while we have wants which are no less

distinctive and important. And should we not have a source of our own to

look to, for the best possible material on which to feed and bring iip the

children and youth in our Sunday-schools ? It is time that we were
thoroughly equipped, and, at all points, ready for the great and glorious

work before us.

As to the periodical, in reference to which a former Assembly took some
favoring action, it would appear from statistics that a monthly, such as was
contemplated, might prove too expensive at [33] the present time, while one

less frequently issued, for example, on each alternate month, would perhaps

accomplish the object in view. The Committee would, therefore, recommend,
that the Permanent Committees of the Church consider the subject of pub-
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lishing some such periodical, whicli they may unite in supporting, in propor-

tion to the space they require, and the funds at their disposal. But in this con-

nection a word upon pressing the circuLation of such religious newspapers as

the New York Evangelist, the American Presbyterian, and the Central Chris-

tian Herald. These are our denominational organs. And we should do

more than has been done to push them in advance of all others, and even to

the exclusion of some which have stolen in where they do not belong. Out-

spoken efforts to set ourselves right before the people, and keep the princi-

ples that we love fresh in the hearts of those who are with us, but are many
of them being insidiously perverted, are absolutely necessary. The import-

ance of this matter at the West as well as the East, wherever religious papers

from without are getting into our families, cannot be Avell overrated, and
should be watchfully acted upon.

But the burden of our report concerns the great need of more earnestness

still on the part of us all, ministers, elders, and members, in siistaining the

Publication Committee, and urging on the Publication cause. The condition

of affairs in the Church, the new fields opening Southward, the peculiar

exigencies of the transition period into which we are passing as patriots and
Christians, conspire to enhance the importance of this department of the

work, and strides of progress should at once be prepared for and attempted.

The collections and donations ought to be increased without delay, and every

church in the connection, if not every individual, regularly forwarding their

contributions. Nor will money alone answer. Unless the publications are

circulated, it will be locked up in them, and the wheel stopped at the foun-

tain. There will come stagnation at the Publication House, and tlie shelves

groan under useless burdens, while destitute thousands hunger and thirst for

suitable religious reading. The publications must go forth. The circulation

must be kept up and immensely extended. As a denomination, we believe

in the press. Let us, then, show our faith by our works. We love sound
doctrine and sweet Christian narrative becomingly arrayed in print ; we feel

the necessity now laid upon us of giving our full share of influence to the

controlling forces, which form society and shape the future ; and let us act up
to these sound and wise convictions. The religious literature which we have,

and which we can, as a denomination, produce, must be thrown into the

work. By individual efforts, by ecclesiastical action, by presbyterial arrange-

ments and agencies, we must take strong hold of the people and the age.

Let us not flinch or falter. It is the good work of the Lord. By every

proper means our duty is to quicken, deepen, and extend the flow of these

wholesome publications to the remotest bounds and all over the field. Let
the hearts and hands of the [34] Publication Committee be relieved and
stimulated ; the immense power of the Church drawn out, and her infinite

resources developed, in response to the importunate cries of the time upon
which we have fallen, and in harmony with the wonderful providence of

God among us in this land.

In conclusion, the Committee would offer the following resolutions

:

Resolved, 1. That the churches be recommended to increase their contribu-

tions to the Publication cause, with a view to more extended and thorough
operations, and with special reference to affording facilities for the gratuitous

distribution of tracts and books among the Freedmen.
Resolved, 2. That the Presbyteries be recommended to appoint unem-

ployed ministers within their own bounds to explore the field, and act as col-

porteurs in circulating the books of the Publication Committee.

Resolved, 3. That the recommendation of the last Assembly, that a

monthly periodical be issued by the Publication Committee as a medium of
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communication between the Church and its Permanent Committees, in the

support of which these Committees shall unite in proportion to the space

they may require and the funds at their disposal, be renewed.

The Committee recommend, that Rev. William E. Moore, Ilev. Henry
Darling, D. D., Rev. Ezra E. Adams, J). D., Rev. Thomas J. Shepherd, and

Mr. William E. Tenbrook, whose term of office now expires, be re-elected

as members of the Permanent Publication Committee for the ensuing

three years.

The Committee, appointed by the last Assembly, to report on the relations

of the Church to the Religious Press, presented a report, which was adopted

and is as follows :

The Committee, appointed by the last Assembly, to report on the relations

of the family Religious Newspaper to the Church, find that the subject com-

mitted to them claims now, for the first time, the attention of the Greneral

Assembly. This is not, however, because the Assembly has not appreciated

the value and power of the press as an instrument of evangelization : for in

1846 it appointed a Doctrinal Tract Committee, which has grown into a Per-

manent Committee of Publication, with a capital of $50,000, and a long list

of valuable tracts and books.

The Assembly has also from time to time commended the Preshyterian

Quarterly Review to the confidence and patronage of its churches ; and

finally, last year at Dayton, authorized the publication of a monthly period-

ical as the organ of the Permanent Committees. But it is patent to every

man, that the newspaper has a wider and deeper influence upon the members

of our congregations than tracts, books, or quarterly reviews. It comes

nearer than any of them to the living preacher, in the time and manner of

its ministrations. Hence, if the press is to be recog[35]nized by the Church

as an instrumentality for good, supplied to her by the providence of Crod,

she ought to take a deep interest in the most popular and influential of its

issues—the newspaper; and try to use it so as to promote the good of men
and the glory of God. Thus far there can be no difference of opinion.

But how shall the Church manifest its interest, and try to use the news-

paper ? Here there is great diversity of opinion and feeling.

The Methodist Episcopal Church early took the religious newspaper under

its denominational patronage and control, established papers, appointed pub-

lishers and editoi's, and made all its itinerants ex officio newspaper agents.

The growth, compactness, and power of that great denomination show the

wisdom of this policy. Yet, even in that Church, there have been some
who rebelled against this aiTangement, as abridging freedom of discussion

and the liberties of the people, and independent papers have, from time to

time, been springing up.

In our own Church, there has been a great deal of presbyterial and synod-

ical action on the subject of newspapers. Those which have been con-

sidored organs of the churches in particular sections have been commended,
and our ministers have labored hard, and often gratuitously, to sustain

them. One paper has been owned and controlled for more than twelve years

by the four Synods of Ohio, Indiana, Cincinnati, and Wabash, associated

together for that purpose
; and the results of the experiment have been sat-

isfactory. Have all these experiments by other churches, and by our infe-

rior judicatories, developed light enough on the subject, to show us that the

Assembly can and should do anything in the premises ?

The facts briefly are : We have three weekly newspapers that are recog-

nized as representing the denomination. They are located in three of our

principal cities ; ihey are all equally loyal to the Church, and not rivals but
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co-workers in promoting its interests. These papers have all toiled hard, and
sacrificed much for the Church ; not one of them could be spared; all of

them should be liberally supported by our congregations. One or more of

them ought to be in every family that attends our Sabbath preaching ; they

are among the most efficient co-workers that our ministers can have.

Yet, with a membership of about 140,000, representing, at a low estimate,

50,000 families, it is probable that nearly, or quite, 30,000 families connected

•with our churches take none of the papers that are loyal to us as a denom-
ination. Do they take no religious paper? Probably half of them do not,

and read only secular papers ; the other half take papers that are not loyal

to us. and thus their attachment to the Church is weakened or undermined.

It seems to your Committee, that the General Assembly should not regard

such a state of things with indifference, that as a '• bond of union, peace,

correspondence, and mutual confidence," as organized to promote " charity,

truth, and holiness." (Form of [3<i] Govt., p. 375,) it should at least send

forth to the churches an expression of its views, should encourage those

who are laboring to advance its interests, and should strive to save its people

from influences that are secularizing or schismatic. We, therefore, propose

for the adoption of the Assembly the following resolutions

:

1. That the Evangelist, American Preshyterian. and Christian Herald, and

other weekly newspapers which are connected with our Church, be requested,

if agreeable to them, from time to time to inform the Assembly of the

number of copies taken by families connected with our denomination, to the

end that the Assembly may take such action, as it shall deem best for its

own interest, to extend their circulation.

2. That the Assembly earnestly exhorts the families of its congregations,

to subscribe for and read one at least of the papers published for us as a

denomination, regarding the influence of such a paper as second only to that

of the preached Word, in the moral and spiritual culture of the Christian

household.

3. That in view of the influence of the periodical press, the vast amount

of popular newspaper reading that is demoralizing, the ministei's of churches

connected with the Assembly be requested to preach on the subject, partic-

ularly impressing upon church members the duty of being loyal to the

denomination in this respect, and the duty of parents to provide the right

kind of papers for their children to read.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 8J o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, Mmj 27th, 8* o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

Th'? first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee on the State of the Country reported an extended minute,

which, after amendment, was, by rising vote, unanimously adopted, and is as

follows

:

The Special Committee on the State of the Country would present the

following minute for the adoption of the Assembly :

• At the commencement of this rebellion, the General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church in the United States took its position decidedly and

strongly in support of the Government. Regarding the forcible secession

of the Southern aristocracy as treason against a most beneficent government

;

as treason aggravated by the fact, that not a single right of the South had

been invaded ; and as treason rendered peculiarly malignant and wicked by
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the fact, that it was committed with the avowed purpose of sustain[37]ing

and perpetuating the system of Slavery—a system in direct opposition to the

Gospel and the principles of religious liberty ;—th^ Assembly condemned it,

in the name of God, and pledged to the Government a hearty support in the

effort to crush it. Each succeeding Assembly reiterated this action. Our
churches with entire unanimity responded, by word and deed, to these senti-

ments. Our record as a Church we commit to the calm judgment of pos-

terity, in the full assurance that there is neither a line nor a word the Chris-

tian patriotism of the future will desire to erase ; not a single sentiment

befitting our relation to this great conflict, it will find unexpressed.

And now, at its triumphant conclusion, this Assembly devoutly recognizes

the good hand of God, which has sustained us, as a nation, through four

years of war unparalleled for its magnitude in all the past, and given us

victory in such a manner as to illustrate the power and excellence of our free

institutions, when sustained by a virtuous and intelligent people, and the

deep malignity of that spirit of absolutism which has sought to overthrow

them. We gratefully recognize this providence, in strengthening the patriot-

ism of the people to vindicate the national unity and freedom, by the sacri-

fice of treasure so immense, and blood so noble and precious ; in giving us

for a leader one so wise, unselfish, patriotic, and reliant on His divine power

and purpose in His own time to vindicate the right and crush the wrong ; in

surrounding him with men of an earnest and steady patriotism, wise in coun-

sel, and energetic in action ; and in raising up skilful generals and admirals

to lead our brave troops to victory. We rejoice with exceeding joy in that

Divine Sovereignty, which has given to us, in the midst of war, such material

prosperity ; which has inspired the benevolence, that has poui-ed forth its

means, to care for the temporal and spiritual wants of our noble soldiers, to

endow our in.stitutions of learning, relieve our churches, to so great an extent,

from the incumbrance of debt, and sustain our Christian enterprises for the

conversion of men. " Not unto us, Lord—not unto us, but unto thy

name " be the " glory." Nor would we neglect to thank Him, that, in answer

to the prayers of Christians throughout the world, He has ddivered us from

foreign conflicts, that might have imperilled or protracted the successful issue

of this war.

We wonder at, and admire especially, the Divine wisdom manifested in

educating the nation through the successive stages of defeat and victory,

through the unparalleled atrocities perpeti'ated, and the amazing malignity

illustrated, by the leaders of this rebellion, up to the purpose of utterly

rooting out and destroying a condition of society so utterly hostile to the

elevation of man and the spirit of the Gospel. While we would humbly
confess and forsake the sins which have deserved the Divine chastisement,

we thank God, that through suffering he hath taught us to abhor the sin, at

the .same time that he hath laid, in the hearts of the people, the foundation

of a truly national trust in him as our [38] only sovereign, and hath pre-

pared us to spread, over all the continent, the noblest civilization that the

world has ever known.
In the sad event which has clothed the nation in mourning, which has

stricken down, in the full maturity of his powers, and the height of his

usefulness, one of the noblest of men, to whom it was given of God, to

accomplish a work, for this nation and the cause of humanity, unsurpassed

in the grandeur of its character and the magnitude of its issues, by that

of any of his most illustrious predecessors, we recognize the same wise

Providence, which, looking far above our feeble vision, permitted the exist-

ence of Slavery and the rise of this rebellion, and which, in this last act of
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baffled and defeated despotism, has illustrated its debased and malignant
spirit so as to excite the loathing, horror and abhorrence of the World. In
his life, he struck the chains from the trembling limbs of millions, vindicated

the rights of humanity, and illustrated the glory of a patriotism made
strong and pure by devout confidence in God ; in his death, he touched the

chords of sympathy deep in the heart of universal man, and won over to our
holy cause every true lover of his race, every soul in which dwells the hope
of freedom.

To his bereaved widow and family, this body would express our sympathy
in this great affliction, common to us all, but resting most heavily upon
those so nearly allied to him, assuring them of our prayers, that to them
may be granted the consolations of the Comforter, and in them these trials

may bring forth " the peaceful fruit of righteousness."

In Andrew Johnson, so unexpectedly called to the chair of our martyred
chief, the Assembly recognize a man distinguished for a long course of

earnest eftort to elevate the masses, and for a steady, consistent patriotism,

that neither the power nor the favor of a treasonable oligarchy has been
able successfully to assail or seduce. AVe desire to pledge to him, as our
constitutional Chief Magistrate, our confidence and support in his efforts to

vindicate the majesty of law : maintain the National Government in its just

supremacy ; destroy the spirit, and counteract the workings, of the evil

sj'^stem that created this war ; inspire a just appreciation of the crime of

treason, and a true loyalty to the Government, in the breasts of the masses

of the white population of the South ; and extend to the colored citizens

of that section, the practical enjoyment of those personal and political rights

announced in the Declaration of Independence, but denied to them by a

despotic aristocracy. And, while this Assembly deem it not their province

to counsel our rulers in respect to political measures, we possess both the

right, and regard it as our duty, to state distinctly that, in our opinion,

a nation like ours, whose corner-stone is equal rights, cannot permanently

prosper, nor be exempt from future convulsions, unless the principles of

civil and religiflus liberty are fairly carried out and fully applied, with only

just and healthful limitations, without reference to class or color, to all the

people.

For his personal safety, guidance, and support, we invoke the [39] bless-

ing of God ; and we exhort our ministers and churches, since God, by this

war, hath taught us the necessity, and impressed upon us more deeply than

ever before, the duty of prayer for our rulers, to remember the President

and his counselors, in their petitions to the throne of heavenly grace. We
exhort them to sustain him in the just exercise of his authority, to judge

charitably his measures and acts, and, in the exercise of a magnanimous
and Christian patriotism, encourage him in the peculiarly difficvilt circum-

stances in which he is called to act in our behalf.

In the state of this nation consequent on this war, this Assembly recog-

nize not only what God has done, but what he has prepared the way for us

to do, as a Church of Christ, in elevating the people. The words of the

laureate of England, written years ago, as if in anticipation of our great

struggle, are full of significance :

" Let it go or stay, so I wake to the higher aims
Of a land that has lost for a little her lust of gold,

And love of a peace tliat was full of wrongs and shams,
Horrible, hateful, monstrous, not to be told

;

And hail once more to the banner of battle unrolled !

Though many a light shall darken and many shall weep
For those that are crushed in the clash of joining claims;
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Yet God's just doom sliall be wreaked on a giant liar,

And many a darkness into the light shall leap,

And shine in the sudden making of splendid names,
And noble thought be freer under the sun,
And the heart of a people beat with one desire;

For the long, long canker of peace is over and done."

These burning* utterances were proplietic of our condition as a nation.

Grod's just doom has been wreaked on the giant hypocrite, who held in one

hand the DecUiration of Independence, and in the other the hammer and
manacles of the slave auctioneer. And in doing this He has made noble

thought freer under the sun. He has opened half a continent to a free

gospel and fi"ee schools. He has imposed on us the responsibility of giving

this free thought to these emancipated millions. As our Church—republi-

can and apostolic in its order and its doctrines—is, in the main, best fitted

to create a free, intelligent, stable, Christian manhood, in harmony wi^h our

civil institutions, and the progressive spirit of the nation, so it is for us to

enter the field God has opened for our labors ; to establish churches and
schools, and thus assist the civil authority in bringing order out of chaos,

while we secure for the people the higher influence that saves the soul. If,

with a self-sacrifice and an energy proportioned to our resources, and the

vast work prepared for us, we address ourselves at once to its performance,

we shall make our Church a light to millions, and be crowned as wise and
faithful servants of our Lord. But, if we are neglectful of these great

interests, we shall incur the guilt of the unfaithful servant, and God will use

other instruments to effect his glorious purposes.

Not only is it true, that this war has prepared the way for us [40] to efi'ect

great things for the South, it has also imposed on us responsibilities for the

correction of wrong here at home. The wrong class of legislation in one part

of the L^nion, the bitter fruit of hostility to our Government, and the degra-

dation of vast multitudes it has borne, has shown us that a bad principle,

however concealed for a time, will work mischief both to the State and the

Church. The heart of the people has thus begun to beat with a desire to

remove all such inconsistencies, wrongs, shams, and hypocrisies from our own
legislation. If we fight, or ask justice, for the African in the Soiith, we must
act justly towards him at the North. Neither the law nor the Gospel, when
rightly understood, will permit us to exclude, from the rights and privileges

of freemen, those who are citizens like ourselves, many of whom have imper-

iled their lives in this conflict. It is for us. as Christian patriots, to recognize

men as men, both in the Church and in the State. And, since, in this high

ecclesiastical court, we have given to the nation and the world a signal illus-

tration of the justice that we advocate ; since here intelligence and piety are

recognized, as the only necessary qualifications in him, who is chosen to

represent the ablest ministers and the noblest churches in the land, we can

consistently exhort the members of our churches to apply, to the fullest

extent of their influence, the same principles in their relations to the State.

Let it not be said that, as a Church, we have nothing to do with civjl legis-

lation. The day has gone by, when an intelligent Christian will afllirm the

doctrine, that what is wrong in religion is right in politics. God has taught

us, in this war, that the Church must conserve the State, by instructing the

people in the great principles of justice, and inspiring them to practi.^e the

same. Without the teaching and the inspiration of the Church, the patriotism

of this nation would never have nerved itself for the persistent and heroic

defence of freedom (and this is but another name for justice) which has

crushed the treason that sought to assassinate the State. We wish all men
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to know that the members of our churches are bound to be Christians, in

politics as well as in religion. God hath made us responsible according to

our numbers and our intelligence, for the welfare and healthful legislation

of the State. To meet this responsibility, our Christian patriots must exert

themselves to influence the primary meetings for the nomination of fit men

;

to secure the election of good, pure men to office ; and, when nominated
themselves, to remember the duty of assisting their country and illustrating

both their piety and patriotism by consenting to serve her.

Nor would we fail to express our sympathy for those truly loyal and
Christian people at the South, who. at the cost of great personal trial and
suffering, have stood firm for the Union ; and also the duty of the Church to

care for and sympathize with our wounded soldiers, and the widows and
orphans whom this war has bereaved.

Let our Church, which has heretofore been honored as a leader [41] in all

good etiterprises, now address herself to the good work to which she is called

by her Divine Redeemer, both at the South and the North ; let her seek to

illustrate the Gospel in all her relations to society, as well as preach it to the

multitudes that know not God ; and His blessing will be upon her; the heart

of the people will beat in sympathy with her ; the State, purged of its im-

purities and inconsistencies, will gradually rise to her level ; her boundaries

shall be enlarged, her churches be multiplied ; the nation, grown wise and
strong, shall rejoice in her influence, and myriads of souls, converted and
educated for heaven under her living ministry, shall form the jeweled crown
of her glory, where the ransomed of the Lord shall come to Zion, and Jesus,

our King, shall make the kingdoms of this world the kingdom of our God.

The Assembly further directed that authenticated copies of the paper be

sent to the President of the United States, to the members of the Cabinet,

and to the family of the deceased President ; and recommended that our

ministers read it from their pulpits for the information of the people.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported Overture No. 17, the fol-

lowing memorial from 29 ministers and elders:

The undersigned, members of the Presbyterian Church and connected with

this General Assembly, would respectfully represent, that, in their judgment,

it is of the highest importance to the future religious, social, and political

well-being of the people of this land, as it is in accordance with the law of

righteousness, as expounded by God during the history of the Great Rebellion,

that the Government shall promptly adopt such principles and measures, in

the reconstruction of society in the revolted States, as shall distinctly recog-

'

nize the rights of citizenship as inhering in every man, of whatever class or

complexion, who is and has been true to the country and the flag. We, there-

fore, ask that the General Assembly will adopt such a deliverance, in regard

to this great subject, as shall seem demanded by the circumstances of the

country at this time.

The Committee also reported a paper in response to the memorial, which
was unanimously adopted, and is as follows :

The memorialivSts, in the paper placed before the Assembly, ask this body
to " adopt such a deliverance in regard to " the subject referred to, " as shall

seem demanded by the circumstances of the country at this time." And, as

there is no doubt in respect to " the rights of citizenship " as invested in

loyal white people, the Assembly understands the memorial to have specially

in view the case of the Freedmen. In their behalf, it asks for an expression

of opinion as to their " rights of citizenship." The memorialists desire, that

the Freedmen, irrespective[42]ly of the question of race or color, should be so

completely enfranchised, as legally to invest them with all the privileges
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usually enjoyed by citizens of this country. This the Assembly regards as

one of the gravest and most solemn questions of the age.

Such a people, with such a history, surrounded by such a train of prov-

idences, so large in number, so intimately connected with the great struggle

from which the nation is now emerging, so patient and hopeful during the

long night of their bondage, so truly loyal and faithful to the Government
in this age of treason, furnishing such an important and eminently needed
service to the country in the hour of its peril, many of them personal

sharers in the salvation and grace of Christ, and all of them hitherto sub-

ject to disadvantages social, civil, and political, directly calculated to depress

their humanity, degrade their pursuits, and prevent them from realizing their

proper destiny as men, may well claim the attention of this Assembly. As
to the duty of making the most strenuous efforts for their education, social

elevation, and moral and religious culture,—the duty of giving them the

Bible, preaching to them the pure Gospel, and in every possible way aiding

them in becoming a blessing to themselves and the country, there can be

but one opinion among all right-thinking people. The Assembly is happy to

observe an increasing tendency among Christians to consider and perform
this duty. God, in his providence, has opened the door ; and he now invites

his people to enter and i-eap a most plentiful harvest.

As to the specific question of bestowing upon this people all " the rights

of citizenship " in the great work of reconstructing " society in the revolted

States," referred to in the memorial, there may be an honest difference of

opinion among good and loyal men. The memorialists believe, that the Gov-
ernment should " promptly adopt such principles and measures " in the reor-

ganization of Southern society, as will speedily secure this result. They do

not specify what these " measures " should be ; but simply ask for the speedy
accomplishment of the end. The Assembly, without undertaking to define

the ways and means most proper to be adopted for this purpose, heartily

concurs with the memorialists in the end sought. The Assembly, moreover,

believes that the sooner this end is gained, the better it will be for all classes.

That the colored man should, in this country, enjoy the right of suffrage in

common with all other men, is but a simple dictate of justice. The Assem-
bly cannot perceive any good reason why he should be deprived of this right

on the ground of his color or his race. Why, then, should not the black

man "in the revolted States," who is and "has been true to the country and
the flag, ' thousands and tens of thousands of whom have fought for that

country and flag, be at once included among-the loyal persons, upon whom
shall devolve the task of reconstructing Southern society ? This the Assem-
bly thinks to be the shortest and safest method of solving the problem, most
certain [43] to gain the result and prevent future evils. So large a popula-

tion cannot, in the state of freedom, be long kept contented without the

enjoyment of common civil and political rights. Possessing these rights,

they will be in a position to be their own protectors. The enjoyment thereof

will give them respectability, dignify their labor, elevate their desires, quicken
their moral consciousness, and waken in their minds those hopes and high
aspirations, upon which the proper development of humanity so largely

depends. Possession of these rights is the quickest method of preparing

them for their proper use. There can be no doubt of their loyalty ;
they

are, and they have been, the friends of the Government ; and in this they
have shown more wisdom than most of their former masters. If these men
are fit for the duties of the camp and the garrison as soldiers, the presump-
tion is, that they are not less competent for the duties of citizenship. To
this result, the country must come at last; and, in the judgment of this



350 MINUTES OF THE [1865-43, 4.

Assembly, more will be lost than gained by any effort to postpone it. It is

better to meet the question at once, and settle it in accordance with the rights

of man. the principles of our political system, and the clear indications of

Divine Providence. Any proper efforts of those in authority looking towards
this result, will receive the warm sympathies of this Assembly

; nor can the

Assembly doubt that they will be ultiraateh' sustained by the great majority

of the American people.

It is not the purpose of the Assembly, in this deliverance, to argue this

question at length, but simply to indicate its conviction in respect to the

point intended in the memorial, and. if possible, to say a word that may serve

to encourage the Government in the discharge of its difficult duties. The
prayer of the Assembly is, that the Government may be guided by wisdom
and justice, applying these cardinal qualities to all classes and all men ; and
that all the people, disciplined by Providence, and instructed by the trials

of the past, may learn to practise that " righteousness "' which '' exalteth

a nation."

The Assembly further directed that the paper be appended to the report

on the State of the Country, to be sent, and read, with it.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported Overture No. 3, on the Re-
union with the other branch of the Presbyterian Church. The report was
adopted, and is as follows

:

The Assembly has given its careful attention to the Overtures from the

Presbytery of San Jose, the Presbytery of Bloomington, and the Synod of

Iowa. These Overtures refer substantially to the same subject: the first,

asking the Assembly to " lose no time ''
in seeking to establish a formal

ecclesiastical Reunion between the two branches of the Presbyterian Church,

formerly united under one General Assembly
;
the second, asking the Assem-

bly " to continue the friendly correspondence already estab[44]lished. and to

take such further steps, as God in his providence may direct, for the ulti-

mate Reunion of the two bodies;" the third, projiosing that this question be

submitted to the Presbyteries for an expression of their wishes, or that the

"Assembly take such other action, looking to, the immediate consummation
of this important event, as in their wisdom shall seem best."

The Assembly is quite aware, that such Reunion is earnestly desired and

sought, by many Christians and churches, in both branches. Both now
better understand each other ; an exceedingly cordial and useful fraternal

correspondence already exists between the two Assemblies ; and in all this

the Assembly recognizes the "presence and control of Christian feeling, so

eminently becoming those who adopt the same Confession of Faith and the

same Form of Government. What may be the duty of future Assemblies

touching the subject referred to, it is not the province of this Assembly to

decide
;

yet, as the facts now appear, the Assembly judges it inexpedient, to

make any proposition to the other Assembly, contemplating the Reunion
sought by the memorials. The other Assembly, in its past action, has ex-

pressed a similar opinion in answer to similar Overtures. Both Assemblies

have organized vigorous systems for home and foreign evangelization ;
and

both are prosecuting this work with commendable zeal. Both are spiritually

co-operating in that fellowship of faith and service, which recognizes both as

being " called in one hope of" their " calling," and as having " one Lord, one

faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all." Until Providence shall

more fully develop the question, and thus indicate the course to be pursued,

this Assembly judges it most expedient for itself to wait on Providence

;

meanwhile practising, towards the other branch of the Presbyterian Church,

those tender and affectionate courtesies which belong to the Christian brother-
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hood, and exhorting all the ministers and churches under its care to do the

same. In expressing this opinion, the Assembly does not mean to imply any
judgment either for or against the Reunion proposed, but simply to leave the

question open for farther consideration and light.

As to the wisdom of inviting the Presbyteries to express their opinions

and wishes on this subject, the Assembly judges it most expedient to leave

this point to their own spontaneous action. No action on the part of the

Assembly is needed to place this question before the Presbyteries. If to

them the proposed Reunion seems desirable, they will undoubtedly, in due
season, make a full expression to this effect ; and then the case will be so far

developed, as to relieve a future Assembly or Assemblies, of all hesitation or

uncertainty as to the general voice of the Church.

The same Committee reported on the communication of the Stated Clerk

of the General Assembly, that met at Newark, N. J. The report was
adopted, and is as follows

:

C"^^]
This Assembly, having listened with much pleasure to the communication

made by the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly that met at Newark,
N. J., in 1864, and addressed to the Moderator of the General Assembly that

met at Dayton, Ohio, in 1864, and heartily reciprocating the fraternal and
Christian sentiments contained in this paper, directs the Stated Clerk to com-
municate to the Modei'ator of the General Assembly now holding its ses.sions

at Pittsburgh, Pa., the action of this body on the subject of a Reunion of

the two branches of the Presbyterian Church, with the following resolutions :

Resolved, 1. That this Assembly, while omitting to adopt any specific

pi'oposition in respect to a Reunion of the two bodies as, perhaps, premature
in the present state of the facts, nevertheless expresses its earnest desire, in

all possible ways, to cultivate and " strengthen that unity of the Spirit,"

between the two branches of the Presbyterian Church, " which is so essential

to organic unity," cherishing the confident hope that Providence will, at no

distant day, indicate what is alike expedient for both, and most conducive to

the glory of their common Head.

Resolved, 2. That the Assembly has listened with great interest and profit

to the fraternal salutations and utterances of the brethren beloved, who have
addressed this body as Delegates appointed by the Assembly that met at New-
ark, N. J., in 1864 ;

adding its earnest wish that this correspondence between
the two Assemblies may be continued until " a still closer union " shall be

formed, if it should be judged " best for the promotion of the glory of God
and the spiritual interests of the whole Church."

The same Committee reported on Overture No. 11, concerning Theatres

and Card-playing. The report was adopted, and is as follows :

In regard to so much of the above Overture, as refers to " theatres and
theatre-soing," this Assembly reaffirms the action of the General Assembly
of 1818T [See Minutes, p. 690, and New Digest, pp. 262, 263.] In this

action, the Assembly declared the theatre to be a " school of immorality."

This Assembly, seeing no occasion to modify the utterance then given,

earnestly exhorts all the members of the Church in their practice to avoid,

and by their influence to discountenance, all such " dangerous " amusements,

as being inconsistent with the spirit of the Gospel, and detrimental to the

best interests of piety in the heart.

In respect to " the custom of fa.shionable card-playing," referred to by the

memorialists, and represented as being " countenanced in many of our Chris-

tian households," ^nd also " participated in by members of our churches,"

this Assembly would aff"ectionately exhort all the members of the Presby-

terian Church to practise the most careful watchfulness in avoiding all
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recreations and amusements, whetlier in the form specified in the memorial
or otherwise, which are calculated to impair spirituality, lessen Christ-[46]

ian influence, or bring discredit upon their profession as members of the

Church of Christ.

Adjourned until Monday, May 29th, at 8} o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

MoiuJay, Maij 29th, 81 o'clock A. M,
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee on Mileage presented their report, which was adopted, and
is as follows

:

The Committe on Mileage respectfully report

:

That they have received, for the Commissioners' Fund SG162.40
" " " " " Contingent Fund 53.25

$6215.65.
Which has been disposed of as follows

:

Paid contingent expenses $1400.00
Amount refunded the Presbytery of Dakota 20.20

Paid discount on currency 3.30

Paid Commissioners 61 per cent, of expenses 4786.15

$6215.65

The bills of necessary traveling expenses of Commissioners make an
aggregate of S7848.15, leaving a deficit of $3062, equal to 39 per cent.

Ten Presbyteries have failed to pay to the Commissioners' Fund, four of

which are the extreme western ; and eight Presbyteries have paid from one-

third to nine-tenths of their apportionment. The principal cause of the

deficit is the fact that all the railroad companies of any importance have
refused to make any concessions from full fare, and thus all the expenses of

travel, as well as of printing and publishing, have largely increased, and,

having an unusually large number of Commissioners from the distant West,
our bills are very heavy.

It is evident that the old rate of assessment is entirely inadequate to meet
expenses, while full fare is demanded on the railroads, and the Committee
would recommend that the assessment be increased to six cents for each
member.

The Piev. Henry A. Nelson, D. D., the Rev. Frederick Starr, Jr., and
Messrs. Russell Scarritt, George K. Rudd, E. P. Freeman, Morris Collins,

W. S. Rarker, M. D., Edwin Rarnard, and J. H. Parsons were appointed a

Committee of Arrangemetds for the [47] meeting of the next Assembly, with
power to fill vacancies and to add to their number.
The Special Committee on Manses and Pastoral Libraries reported, and

were continued until the next Assembly.
The Committee on Rills and Overtures reported Overture No. 18, concern-

ing the church of Chattanooga, Tenn., and recommended the following

minute, which was adopted :

The Assembly having heard the communication of the Rev. Samuel Saw-
yer, in reference to the Presbyterian church at Chattanooga, hereby appoints

the Rev. Samuel Sawyer to convey to Major-General George H. Thomas, or

the General who may, at the time, be in command of that department, the

request of this body, that the edifice of said church, being repaired, may be
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put in possession, and under the direction, of the Presbyterian congregation

desiring to use it for religious worship.

The same Committee reported on Overture No. 19. The report was
adopted, and is as follows

:

The Assembly, having received a certified copy of the Minutes of a large

Protestant meeting, held at the city of Pittsburgh, Pa., May :^3d, 1865, and
composed of the members of the General Assembly now in session at Pitts-

burgh, and of " other friends of Protestant Christianity ;" and being informed
that the other Assembly will probably appoint a Committee^ in accordance
with the request of the meeting, hereby appoints a committee to co-operate

with other committees similarly appointed, to consider the expediency of

forming a National Protestant Union
^
or Organization of Evangelical Denom-

inations, in this country, and report the result of their joint counsels and
labors to the next Assembly ; the said Committee to consist of the following

persans

:

Ministers.—Remj B. Smith, D. D., LL.D., and Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D.,

of the city of New York ; Samuel T. Spear, D. D., Brooklyn, N. Y. ; Jona-
than F. Stearns, D. D., Newark, N. J. ;

Ezra E. Adams, D. D., Philadelphia,

Pa. ; John C. Smith, D. D., Washinsrton, D. C. ; Henry Darling, D. D.,

Albany, N. Y. ; Philemon H. Fowler, D. D., Utica, N. Y. ; Edwin Hall,

D. D., Auburn, N. Y. ; Henry Smith, D. D., Bufi'alo, N. Y. ; Herrick John-
son, Pittsburgh, Pa. ; Azariah Eldridge, D. D., Detroit, Mich. ; D. Howe
Allen, D. D., Cincinnati, O. ; Robert W. Paterson, D. D., Chicago, HI. ; and
Henry A. Nelson, D. D.. St. Louis, Mo.

Elders.—Marshall S. Bidwell, LL.D., and John P. Crosby, Esq., New York
City ; Hon. Robert Denniston, Washingtonville, N. Y. ; Lyndon A. Smith,
M. D., Newark, N. J. ; Hon. Daniel Haines, North Hardiston, N. J. ; Matthew
W. Baldwin and Samuel H. Perkins, Esq., Philadelphia, Pa. ; Hon. Henry
W. Williams, Pittsburgh, Pa. ; Jacob S. Farrand, Detroit, Mich.

; [48]
Edward D. Mansfield, LL.D., Morrow, 0. ; Hon. William H. Brown, Chicago,
111. ; and Hon. Horace Maynard, LL.D., Knoxville, Tenn.
The Standing Committee to nominate Delegates to Corresponding Bodies

presented their report, which was adopted, and is as follows :

1. The General Assemhly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States

of America., that met this year at Pittshnr^h, Pa.—Rev. Henry A. Nelson,
i). D., of the Presbytery of St. Louis, and Edward D. Mansfield, LL.D., of
the Presbytery of Cincinnati, principals ; and Rev. David H. Hamilton,
D. D., of the Presbytery of Illinois, and Mr. Isaac Scarritt, of the Presby-
tery of Alton, alternates.

2. The General Assemhly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church—
Rev. Joseph F. Tuttle, D. D., of the Presbytery of Crawfordsville, principal

;

and Rev. Alfred Eddy, of the Presbytery of Chicago, alternate.

3. The General Assemhly of the United Presbyterian Church of North
America—Rev. Herrick Johnson, of the Presbytery of Pittsburgh, prin-

cipal
;
and Rev. Addison Kingsbury, D. D., of the Presbytery of Patas-

kala, alternate.

4. • The General Synod of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church in North
America—Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler, of the Presbytery of Brooklyn, prin-

cipal
; and Rev. Dwight M. Seward, D. D., of the Presbytery of New York,

Third, alternate.

5. The General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North
America—Rev. Thomas H. Robinson, of the Presbytery of Harrisburgh,
principal ; and Rev. John W. Mears, of the Presbytery of Wilmington,
alternate.

2.3
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6. The General Convention of the Congregational Churches of Maine—
Rev. Charles S. Robinson, of the Presbytery of Brooklyn, principal ; and Rev.

James H. Taylor, of the Presbytery of Newark, alternate.

7. The General Association of Neiv Hampshire—Rev. Ezra E. Adams,

D. D., of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Third, pi-incipal ; and Rev. John
Spaulding, of the Presbytery of New York, Fourth, alternate.

8. The General Convention of Vermont—Rev. Henry Darling, D. D., of

the Presbytery of Albany, principal ; and Rev. Lewis Kellogg, of the Pres-

bytery of Troy, alternate.

9. The General Association of Massachusetts—Rev. Daniel March, D. D.,

of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Third, principal ; and Rev. Ezra H.

Gillett, D. D., of the Presbytery of New York, Fourth, alternate.

10. The General Association of Connecticut—Rev. Howard Crosby, D.D., of

the Presbytery of New York, Fourth, principal ; and Rev. Samuel D. Burch-

ard, D. D., of the Presbytery of New York, Third, alternate. [49]

11. Tiie Presbyterian and Congregational Convention of Wisconsin—Rev.

Baruch B. Beckwith, of the Presbytery of St. Lawrence, principal
;
and Rev.

Samuel Wyckoff, of the Presbytery of Knox, alternate.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported Overture No 15,

being the following memorial of the Presbytery of Cincinnati :

Whereas, it is eminently desirable that the evils which have resulted from

the division of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, so far as the

feeble churches throughout the land are concerned, especially such of them

as require missioiuiry aid, should be speedily remedied
;
therefore.

Resolved^ That this Presbytery memorialize the next General Assembly to

take such action (the other Assembly concurring) as shall recommend and

enjoin,

1st. That all feeble churches in the same village, within convenient access

to a strong one of the other branch, shall seek to become united with such

stronger church.

2d. That wherever two churches are organized—one of each branch of

the Church— both of which are feeble, and need aid from abroad in sustain-

ing the stated ministry of the Gospel, they shall unite, irrespective of the

question of Presbyteries, and after union, connect themselves with whichever

Presbytery the majority may prefer

—

Provided, That no other mode of union and of Presbyterial connection,

more satisfactorily to all concerned, shall suggest itself to the parties.

The report of the Committee, thereupon, was adopted, and is as follows:

The Committee are of the opinion, that the object aimed at by the memo-
rialists is a good one, and the accomplishment of it, on some plan satisfactory

to both parties, will greatly promote the peace and prosperity of Christ's

kingdom. And, in order that a proper plan may be adopted, it is recom-

mended to the Assembly, to commit the subject to the Presbyterian Com-
mittee of Home Missions, to consult with the Board of Domestic Missions

of the other branch of the Presbyterian Church, and report the result of

their labors to the next General Assembly.

The same Committee reported on Overture No. 14. Their report, after

discussion, was, with the Overture, referred to a Special Committee consist-

ing of the Rev. Samuel W. Fisher, D. D., Rev. Thomas Brainerd, D. D., Rev.

Ezra E. Adams, D. D., Hon. William Strong, and Hon. Joseph Allison, to

report to the next Assembly.
The Special Committee, to whom was referred the report of the Standing

Committee on Church Erection, presented a report [50] which was postponed

to take up a substitute ; which substitute was adopted, and is as follows

:
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Resolved, That the Board of Trustees of the Church Erection Fund be

directed to procure the written opinion of eminent legal counsel, as to the

powers of the Greneral Assembly in respect to the Church Erection Fund,

especially in reference to the question, w^iether the Assembly, having received

this Fund " as a special trust," and, in 185J:, committed the custody thereof

to a Board of Trustees, incorporated by a special statute of the State of New
York, has the power so to alter the Church Erection Plan as to make an

absolute gift of the increase of the Fund beyond the sum of $100,000, for

the purpose named in the first Article of the Plan ; and report the same to

the next General Assembly, with the addition of any recommendations which

they may deem expedient.

The report of the Standing Committee on Church Erection was then, after

amendment, adopted, and is as follows

:

The Standing Committee on Church Erection respectfully report

:

That they have given as full and thorough an investigation to this whole

subject, as their time would permit, and the importance of the subject seemed

to demand. In accordance with a provision in Art. IV. of the original plan,

they have availed themselves of the kind invitation of the Secretary and

Treasurer, Jesse W. Benedict, Esq., to visit his ofiice at 128 Broadway, N. Y.,

and examine the papers and books of record, account, and correspondence,

and everything pertaining to the custody and care of this Fund ; and they

would hereby express the renewed satisfaction of the Assembly with the

fidelity and wisdom exhibited, in the management of this sacred trust, by
those into whose hands it has been committed by the churches. Not only

has no portion of the Fund been lost, but it has been increased nearly

^24,000. According to the Treasurer's report, the cash and securities on
hand ready for immediate use are ^73,637.85 ; and the amount of loans and
donations outstanding and secured by bond and mortgage is $50,209.09. It

may seem strange, that so large an amount of this Fund remains unappro-

priated in the hands of the Trustees, and is not doing the great work which
its donors designed it to do. There has been a great falling off in the amount
of appropriations within the last few years. This fact is undeniable. During
the first year, from 1856 to 1857, the loans and donations amounted to

$15,343 ; the second year, they were $10,625 ; the third, $12,050 ; the fourth,

$10,550 ; from which time they have been regularly decreasing, until during

the last year they amounted to only $2426. It is natural to inquire into the

cause of this—why is it that so little has been appropriated from this large

and constantly accumulating Fund ? We find, by the report of the Secre-

tary, that every application, during the past year, for a loan has been granted,

and for a donation in each case where the regulations of the Plan were com-
plied [51] with. But why have there been so few applications? One reason,

and the chief, is doubtless to be found in the distracted state of the country,

still engaged in the work, and in the fourth year of a gigantic civil war.

This not only greatly taxed the resources of the country, but rendered prop-

erty of this nature very insecui'e in many sections ; and few con.sequently

were disposed to engage in the enterprise of church-building. The same
cause has operated to diminish the appropi'iations made by the Board of

Church Extension of the other branch of the Presbyterian Church. They
have decreased from thirty-one thousand dollars, in 1860, to seven thousand
in 1863, and nine thousand in 1864 ; and this too when their Plan afibrds

aid, not by loans, but by actual gifts.

That the true design and practical working of our system has been mis-

apprehended, to some extent, by the churches, there can be no doubt ; and
that this has awakened prejudices against it, is equally certain. The use of
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the term " donation," where in fact a protracted loan is meant, was unfortu-

nate. It is not really a donation, but a loan without interest, that may be
protracted almost indefinitely, until the annual collections, however small,

shall restore the whole amount to the Fund, to be again used for a similar

purpose.

It cannot be too often reiterated, that this Fund was designed, and has been
sacredly devoted by the General Assembly, as a Permanent Fund, to be used,

together with all additions that may be made to it from whatever source, for

one specific object, namely, the aiding of feeble congregations in erecting

houses of worship. This fundamental principle of the Plan the Assembly
has bound itself never to alter ; and, on these conditions, and with this stip-

ulation, obtained a charter, under which its Trustees for this Fund are work-
ing. If this were kept in mind, it would prevent many applications for aid,

and memorials for changes, being sent to the Trustees, or the General As-
sembly.

It is not now an open question, whether this is the best possible Plan that

could have been adopted to secure the object. It is the Plan, and, as to this

fundamental principle, cannut be changed. Your Committee, therefore, agree

with the report of the Trustees, that no portion of this Fund can be given
away as an absolute gift, whether principal or interest. It is to work on for

generations, carrying out the beneficent purpose of its donors. Neither can
it be used for any other object. However desirable or important it may be,

to erect costly houses of worship in our large and growing cities and centres

of influence, this was not the design of this Fund. Nor can it be appropri-

ated to repair houses of worship, unless such repairs may be fairly regarded

as a reconstruction. As, under the operation of any general and comprehen-
sive system, however beneficent, specific cases of hardship will occur, so we
find them under this

;
but it is deemed neither wise nor benevolent to change

the whole Plan to meet these exceptional cases. The complaints against its

working are few ; but one Presbytery, that of Bloomington, having sent an
Overture to the Assembly ; and [52] memorials from two churches, namely,

the churches of Olathe, Kansas, and St. Joseph, Missouri ; the former asking

to be released from the debt on their house ; and the latter for a loan or

donation of S10,000 ; to enable them to build a house in that prosperous

city ; both of which are cleai'ly beyond the province of the Assembly to

grant. The memorial from the Presbytery of Bloomington asks, 1st, that

all interest accrued and unpaid be remitted ; 2d, that no part of a loan shall

draw interest until due ; 3d, that donations, in the present sense of the term,

be made to the amount of S500 ; 4th, that the proceeds of the Fund may be
employed in making real donations in special cases ; and, 5th, that the Board
of Trustees have discretionary power, with the advice of Presbytery, to

extend the time of the loan in special cases. Some of these changes have
been shown to be inadmissible, and the others your Committee deem inex-

pedient. Most, if not all, of the complaints come from those churches which
have failed to meet their engagements ; in some instances, from providential

causes, and in others, it is to be feared, from culpable neglect.

The Assembly would again urge upon those Synods that are in arrears,

during this time of material prosperity, to make strenuous efforts to liqui-

date their indebtedness. It is a gratifying fiict, stated in the report of the

Trustees, that a larger amount of this indebtedness has been paid during the

past year than in any previous year, amounting in the aggregate to nearly

110,000.

As the chief cause, that has .for four years retarded the appropriation of

this noble Fund to its great work, is now happily out of the way ; and, as
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prejudices against the Plan are removed by its being better understood, it is

earnestly hoped, that greatly increased demands will be made upon it by the
churches for whose benefit it was established. New and extended fields are

now opening before us in which to plant churches, not only in the great

West, but also in the South ; and we ai-e called by the providence of G-od

to enter these fields, and take possession of them in the name of the Lord.
Your Committee would recommend that the apportionment of the Fund

among the Synods be continued as at present arranged.

Your Committee nominate Rev. Saiuuel T. Spear, D. D., Rev. Edwin F.

Hatfield, D. D., and Stephen H. Thayer, Esq., for re-election to the places

made vacant by the expiration of their term as Trustees of this Fund. Also
Mr. George W. Lane to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of
Mr. William E. Dodge.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [53]

Monday, May 20th, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The following persons were duly elected, by ballot. Trustees of the Church
Erection Fund : Rev. Samuel T. Spear, D. D., Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D.,

and Stephen H. Thayer, Esq., to serve for the full term of three years ; and
Mr. George W. Lane, for two years, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the

resignation of Mr. William E. Dodge.
The following persons were duly elected, by ballot. Trustees of the Pres-

byterian House : Rev. Thomas J. Shepherd, Rev. Daniel March, D. D., Rev.
William T. Eva, Mr. John C. Farr, and Charles S. Wurts, M. D.

Messrs. Oliver E. Wood, John P. Crosby, and Edward A. Lambert, were
appointed x\uditors of the Church P]rection Fund.
On the recommendation of the Committee on Bills and Overtures, it was
JResohrd, 1. That a paper prepared by the Stated Clerk of the Assembly,

exhibiting the Testimony of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of

America, on the sin, the evils, and the remedy of intemperance, be printed

in the Appendix to the Minutes of this Assembly.
Resolved, 2. That this Assembly reaffirms the Testimony of former Assem-

blies on this subject, and commends anew to all the ministers and churches
under its care the principles and practice so fully embodied in this testimony.

On recommendation of the same Committee, the following paper was
adopted

:

The Assembly, being informed that the Ashmun Institute is making an
effort to raise $100,000, for the purpose of enlarging its corps of teachers,

and providing suitable accommodations for its students, would commend this

institution to the confidence of philanthropists and Christians ; and, also

being informed that it is proposed to solicit funds in Great Britain, Scot-

land, and Ireland, for the full endowment of this College and Theological

Seminary, the Assembly cordially commends this object, and respectfully

asks the friends of the colored race in other countries, to aid American
philanthropists and Christians in this good work.

The Committee on the Narrative presented their report, which was adopted,

and ordered to be printed in the Appendix to the Minutes of this Assembly.
Resolved, That the Tru.stees of the Church Erection Fund be directed to

issue a circular addressed to all the churches under the care of the General

Assembly, inviting them to make contributions, during the present year, to

a supplemental fund, to be gratuitously appropriated in aiding Church Erec-
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tion. in accord[54]ance with the suggestions of the Trustees in their additions

to the report of the Special Committee made to the hxst Assembly.

It was Resolved, That this General Assembly gratefully recognizes and

records the kindly welcome and generous entertainment given by the citizens

of Brooklyn to the Commissioners of this body ; that we render special thanks

to the beloved pastor and people of La Fayette Avenue church, for their good
service in making arrangements for our sessions, and for their manifold atten-

tions to our comfort ; also, to the esteemed pastor and people of the First

Presbyterian church of this city, for the pleasant excursion which they pro-

vided for us on the water ; to the members of the press in Brooklyn and

New York, particularly to the editor and reporter of Tlie Broohhjn Daily

Union, for their faithful reports of our proceedings ; to the officers of the

Long Island Historical Society, of the Packer Collegiate Institute, of the Five

Points House of Industry, and of the American Bible Society, for cordial

invitations to visit those institutions ; also, to the railroad companies, who
have granted the Commissioners a reduction of fare ; and to our honored and

beloved Moderator, for the prompt, cheerful, impartial, and able manner in

which he has presided over the deliberations of the Assembly.

Resolved, That it is inexpedient, during the sessions of this Assembly, to

elect Trustees of the General Assembly, and Directors of the Theological

Seminaries.

Resolved, That the Minutes of the Assembly, with the usual Appendix, and

the reports of the Treasurers of the Permanent Committees, be printed under

the direction of the Stated Clerk.

The janitor's bill, the bills for stationery and printing, the traveling expenses

of the Delegates to Foreign Bodies, and the salaries and traveling expenses

of the Stated and Permanent Clerks, were ordered to be paid.

The Roll was called, and the following persons were found to be absent

without leave : Messrs. Thomas T. Flagler, Edward Wells, and Joseph

Francis.

The Minutes of this session were read and approved.

The business of the Assembly having been completed, and the vote taken

for the dissolution of the Assembly, the Moderator, with prayer and the

apostolic benediction, declared the Assembly dissolved, and required another

Assembly, chosen in the same manner, to meet at the First Presbyterian

church of the city of St. Louis, Missouri, on the third Thursday of May,

A. D. 1866.

J. GLENTWORTH BUTLER,
Permanent Clerk.

APPENDIX.
ANNUAL NAERATIVE

Of the State op Religion within the Bounds of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States of America, May, 1865.

In presenting the annual view of the condition of the churches under the

care of the Assembly, so far as reports from eighty-three out of the one

hundred and eight Presbyteries on our Rolls make it practicable, we naturally

regard, first, their outward, and secondly, their inward and spiritual condition.
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I. THE OUTWAED STATE OF THE CHURCHES.
Very great, perhaps unexampled, prosperity has characterized the external

history of the churches, during the year just closed.

Church Edifices.

Seventeen Presbyteries report twenty-eight church edifices in progress, or

recently completed. One of these, in Pittsburgh, is expected to cost $145,000.

Several of the Western and Missionary Presbyteries report encouraging prog-

ress in this department ; as Logansport, tAvo ; Galena and Belvidere, two

;

Wabash, three ; Fox River, three ; and Dacotah and Lexington, each one
new building in progress or completed. The inadequacy of church accom-
modations is, however, severely felt, by some of our frontier Presbyteries.

Cedar Valley, with fifteen churches, reports but two buildings, and another

a still smaller proportion. Others report extensive repairs and improvements.

Church Debts.

The work of cancelling church debts continues. In the Presbytery of

Newai'k, $30,000 of debt have been paid, and a fund of $8,000, for German
church erection completed. In the Presbytery of the District of Columbia,

four churches have been cleared of debt. In the Third and Fourth Presby-

teries of Philadelphia, a general movement to relieve of debt all the churches
in and near the city, has been finally completed. Five Presbyteries speak of

the erection of parsonages.

Pecuniary Contributions.

In the matter of benevolence, many Presbyteries report an extraordinary

advance, almost none a retrograde movement. Some contributions to lead-

ing causes have doubled, or even tripled, former amounts. Very few churches
have found the multiplicity or urgency of outside calls, or the financial bur-

dens of the country, a hindrance to the wonderful stream of beneficence that

has flowed into the treasury of the Lord. The Presbytery of Scioto says

:

" Three-fourths of our young men are in their graves, yet we have never
given more largely than in the past year." The Presbytery of Knox says

:

" We have stood by our country, and have been more benevolent than ever

before." From the single church of Pittsburgh, Pa., $54,600 of contribu-

tions are reported, $12,0(10 going to the Christian Commission. The Pres-

bytery of New York, Fourth, reports a total of $178,000 ; Philadelphia,

Third, $210,000; the Presbytery of Monroe has more than doubled its con-

tributions. The Presbytery of Genesee Valley says, theirs are unequalled
in their history. The Presbytery of Catskill says :

" The churches in our
bounds are truly benevolent. The weakest, in this respect, are strong. All
have learned to give, and that giving to the Lord does not impoverish them."
Th2 Presbytery of Illinois says: " The appeals for aid to objects, which the
civil war has occasioned, have been met with a liberality which has no par-

allel in the past efforts of the Church in the cause of humanity." Many
others speak of general and great prosperity, of heavy debts cancelled, of

ministers' salaries increased, of churches becoming independent of Home
Missionary aid ; while even the most liberal admit, that we need still more
of this Chi'istian spirit in the future, and call for God's help to meet the in-

creasing demands from abroad and at home. Our leading denominational

enterprises have evidently grown rapidly in favor during the year. Thirty

Presbyteries report a total of $834,884 of contributions, including two large

church-building enterprises in hand and not completed.
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The Loyalty op the Churches.

The loyal spirit of our churclies is boldly reflected in the Presbyterial

narratives. " Our churches and ministers," says one, " are unconditionally

and unqualifiedly loyal to the national government, preaching, praying,

voting and fighting for the suppression of the rebellion, and the restoration

of the lawful and constitutional government over the whole territory known
as the United States of America. The ethics of political action have been

fully presented from the pulpit, and the duty of loyalty duly inculcated."

Says another :
•' All our churches believe that treason is a crime which

should be punished." Another: " Our life is bound up in the nation's life."

And another, complaining of disloyalty within its bounds, says :
" It exists

chiefly among the vicious classes, and habitual neglect ers of public wor-

ship." The dreadful crime which has robbed us of that great and good

ruler, who habitually tru.sted in God and in the prayers of Grod's people,

created deeper grief and horror nowhere than in the breasts of our own
people. " We never," says one report, " wept so profusely bitter tears as

when the devoted head of the nation was pierced by the demon of slavery."

Abolition op Slavery.

The joy and thankfulness, which would naturally burst forth at the com-

plete triumph of the cause of union and freedom, have been sobered by this

solemn and unparalleled event. But a note of exultation, to which all our

hearts beat responsively, comes from the Presbytery of Northern Missouri, a

State which, on the eleventh of last January, pronounced the immediate

and universal abolition of slavery. " Our joy before God," says the narra-

tive, " caused emotions of deepest gratitude." The future became bright

Avith visions of a free State, free thought, free speech, free press, free schools,

a free Gospel, and a free Church ; freed from barbarous laws, oppressed

humanity, despotic rulers, partisan agencies, social spies, secret informers,

malicious prejudices, polluted ethics, abominable principles, a perverted

Gospel, and a trammelled Church. "... It has given us not only joy, but

great confidence in God, and great boldness for the truth."

Intemperance, Profanity, and Sabbath-breaking

are very generally deplored as on the increase. Certain pursuits, in rural

sections, as hop-picking and cheese-making, are specified as presenting un-

usual obstacles to the observance of the Sabbath. Special mention is made
of our great railroad corporations, as deserving the severest censures of the

Christian public, for bold and persistent violations of the Sabbath, in run-

ning their trains, and repairing their roads, on that holy day. An unusu-

ally large number of Presbyteries report the renewal of eff'orts for the sup-

pression of Intemperance, several of tliem being undertaken with great

promise of success among the young. The Presbytery of Long Island

reports cordial support of the County Temperance Society, which has held

monthly meetings of unwavering interest, and with excellent results for

fifteen years. While the evil is undoubtedly increasing, we are cheered with

indications, that the Church is extensively awake on the subject.

II. THE INWARD STATE OF THE CHURCHES.

Revivals of Religion.

The most cheering feature of our year's history is the increased measure

of special revival influences enjoyed by the churches. One hundred and
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thirteen are reported as having been graciously visited by the outpouring of

the Holy Spirit. Most of the Presbyteries, which report no revivals strictly

speaking, yet employ terms indicating an awakened, hopeful, and really

revived spiritual condition. The prevailing tone of the Narratives is such
as to gladden the heart, and call forth devout thanksgiving and earnest

expectation of greater blessings in the whole Church. The Presbytery of

Washtenaw, after referring to the distracting tendencies of the times, says

:

" It is remarkable that but one of the reports [from the churches] makes
any allusion to adverse influences to religion on this account. On the

contrary, our general religious condition calls out the public remark, that

the cause of Christ, in these peculiar, these extraordinary times, is making
more than ordinary advancement." One church in this Presbytery has
enjoyed quickening influences the whole year; the young people of the

congregation have been almost all reached. These pi-ecious influences have
been felt in the remote parts of our Church, and upon our Home ^lissionary

fields, in a cheering degree. In the State of Iowa, the Presbytery of Cedar
Valley reports two

;
Keokuk, two ; and Dubuque, one. In Minnesota, the

Presbytery of Dakota reports one ; and Winona, one, in which the pastor

engaged in the apostolic work of open-air preaching. In Wisconsin, the

Presbytery of Columbus repoi'ts six ; and Fox River, two. In Illinois, the

Presbytery of Schuyler reports one, in which more than a hundred souls

have been hopefully converted ; and Gralena and Belvidere, three, one of

which was unprecedented in the history of the church, resulting in sixty-seven

additions. The Presbytery of Knox reports two. In Indiana, the Presby-

tery of Greencastle reports five
;

St. Joseph, five ; Salem, four ; Indianapolis,

three ; Madison, three ; and Logansport, one ;—twenty-one, in the two
Synods of Indiana. In Michigan, the Presbytery of Coldwater reports

three ; Washtenaw, three ; Detroit, several of great power and duration
;

Marshall, one
; Saginaw, two; and Monroe, two. In Ohio, the Presbytery

of Dayton reports two ; Huron, two ; Hamilton, five ; Elyria, one ; Franklin,

one ; and Cincinnati, four.

And, as if to add a crowning feature to the elements of interest presented

by the redeemed fields of East Tennessee, God has owned the labors of our
true brethren there, by a powerful revival in the church of Washington, in

the Presbytery of Union, more than forty persons being hopefully converted,

including many sufi"ering refugees, and some interesting cases from rebellion

at once against God and against the country.

In Detroit, the revival has reached the churches generally of different

denominations and has been a movement of extraordinary power and fruit-

fulness. Says the Narrative :
" The work has manifestly been of God ; it

has been precious and glorious, and is still in progress. Hundreds have
been brought to the Saviour. Our members have gone heartily into the

work. Sabbath-school children have come by scores to the cross." Four
churches in Cincinnati, including the First German, have enjoyed great

refreshings, resulting in the addition of one hundred and thirty-six members
on profession. In one church, nearly the entire Sunday-school has requested
prayer, and as many as one hundred scholars have remained for conver-

sation.

All the churches of the city of Newark, and four others of the Presby-
tery, as many as twelve in all, report the enjoyment of special spiritual

influences, and the addition of six hundred and twenty-four souls to the

churches on profes.sion.

Other Presbyteries reporting revivals are Rochester, " several ;" Tioga,

three ; Genesee Valley, one, " more thorough and general than ever before
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in the history of the church ;' Brooklyn, two ; Ontario, two ; Genesee,
"several;" St. Lawrence, one; Watertown, two; Oswego, one; Otsego,
four ; Montrose, one, of great power ; Wilmington, one

;
Champlain, one

;

New York, Third, two. The Presbytery of Truy reports two, one in Middle
Granville, in the neighborhood alluded to some thirty years ago in the

tract entitled " The Forty Years' Prayer-meeting." That same prayer-

meetiiig has been sustained with little intermission, and might now be
designated the " Sevcntij Years' Prayer-meeting." In the other case, the

resident membership was exactly doubled, and the number of praying men
quadrupled.

Sunday-schools.

In a very large number of these reports, the children of the church and
of the Sunday-schools appear as prominent and fre()uently leading subjects

of the work. Besides cases already referred to, sixty-seven of the Sunday-
school in Ann Arbor arose to profess their hope. Another Presbytery says,

three fourths of the cases of conversion came from the Sunday-school. The
Presbytery of Galena and Belvidere says the largest part of those brought
in were the children of believing parents, having been baptized in infancy

and been blessed with Christian nurture. The Presbytery of Montrose
speaks of instances, in which the children are maintaining meetings for

prayer, where their tenderness, judiciousness, and earnestness appear far

above their years. The Presi)ytery of Onondaga says :
" A very large

proportion of those converted and connected with the church have been
gathered from the Sunday-school." The Sunday-school interest has been
most assiduously cultivated by our churches during the year, and the

influence of this department of labor upon the prosperity, spirituality, and
growth of the church, has been remarkably propitious. The very decided

action of the last Assembly on this subject has not been without its fruits.

Hopeful Aspects.

Very few of the reports are characteristically despondent. Several from
the Eastern as well as the Western bodies deplore the scarcity of laborers,

and a number complain of the want of settled pastors. Some suggest an

itinerancy. Others speak warmly of the services of the presbyterial and
synodical agents. One Presbytery mentions three formerly Congregational

churches, which now, by their unanimous action, are fully Presbyterian in

government and connection.

In fully appreciating the character of the period under review, we must
remember that it covers the fourth and final year of our dreadful civil war,

the most sanguinary and exhaustive of them all. The most trying year, in

many respects, through which the Church and the country have ever passed,

has proved, by the abundant grace of God, one of the most widely pros-

perous ever enjoyed. May not this fact be humbly accepted as testimony,

granted by Providence, to the general faithfulness of the churches to the

high principles involved and jeopai'dized, rescued and exalted, through our

struggle ?

Yet we may not hide from ourselves the fact, that evil is, yet dominant

in the hearts of men ; that intemperance, profanity, Sabbath-breaking, and

licentiousness, are fearfully prevalent ; that the main work of the Church

is yet to be done—even in Christian countries ; that sinners are going by

thousands, in their impenitency, to the bar of God ; that the religious

movement of the year in our Church has been little more than a ripple

in the life of the community ; that not more than one in twelve of our
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ehurclies lias been extensively revived. The grand lesson of the year is,

not one of contented joyfulness, but rather of aroused and hopeful expect-

ancy. Says the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Third :
" There is a growing

expectation that the spirit of grace and supplication will be poured upon

us in copious showers at no distant day." The Presbytery of Dayton says:

" We shall be greatly disappointed if, in our report of next year, we cannot

say :
' The Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad.'

"

" Our churches," says the Presbytery of Oswego, " are walking in Christian

harmony and love, anxiously looking for those pentecostal seasons which

shall result in the conversion of the world to Christ." " Some of God's

people," says the Presbytery of Troy, " are expecting, when the affairs of

the nation are settled, a more copious outpouring of the Spirit than has been

enjoyed for the last thirty years. Those who have faith look at the mercy-

drops now falling as the prelude to an abundant spiritual rain."

Twenty-nine Presbyteries report two thousand and five hundred addi-

tions by profession.

Delinquent Presbyteries.

The following Presbyteries have failed to send their Narratives to the

Assembly : Utica, Ithaca, Delaware, Pittsburgh, (reported in part,) Grand

River Valley, Lake Superior, Grand River, Maumee, Athens, Ripley, Fort

Wayne, Alton, Chicago, Bloomington, Iowa City, Chariton, Minnesota, San

Francisco, Sierra Nevada, San Jose, and Washoe.
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COKRESPONDENCE.

The Report of Delegates to the General Assembly op the Pres-

byterian Church in the United States that met at Newark,
N. J., IN May, 1864.

Having been appointed, in connection with the Hon. Judge Allison, of

Philadelphia, a Delegate from your venerable body to the Assembly that met
at Newark, New Jersey, in 186-i, I beg leave to report:

Nothing could exceed the kindness and courtesy with which we were

received by our brethren of the other branch of the Presbyterian Church.

p]verything that could be done to manifest the best Christian feeling and

the most sincere welcome was, at every proper time and on every suitable

occasion, evinced. We conveyed to our brethren your Christian salutations,

and your desire and prayer, and that of our whole Church, for their increase

in numbers and spiritual strength.

We found ourselves amidst a body of men, mostly, in early manhood and

in middle life, full of intelligence and zeal and energy, and yet dignified and

made venerable by the presence of others, whose names are known in the

churches, and whose whitened locks betokened long service and mature

experience and wisdom.

We were not authorized to speak for you, definitely, on the interesting sub-

ject of a Reunion of the two branches of our Presbyterian family. What
we respectively said, was simply an expression of our own individual opin-

ions. While, therefore, advocating the kindest Christian feeling between the

two bodies, and the broadest co-operative activity that real spiritual unity

can prescribe, I yet felt constrained to enter my convictions, that the time for

a closer organic union has not yet come. The grounds of this view could not,

of course, be fully given, but must be obvious to every thoughtful mind.

There was a manifest desire in the great majority of the Assembly, espe-

cially with all the younger members, that the two bodies should be one. and

a noble paper, honorable to the piety of its framers, was drawn up and

numerously signed, an4 the following resolutions, reported by a committee,

were adopted by the Assembly :

" Resolved, 1. That this Assembly have witnessed, with unalloyed satisfac-

tion, the happy influence of the correspondence, initiated by a former As-

sembly, between the two bodies in promoting fraternal and Christian affec-

tion, and thus preparing the way for a still closer union at some future day,

(if such should be judged best for the" promotion of the glory of God, and

of the spiritual interests of the whole Church.)
" Resolved, 2. That, in view of the pleasing results, which have already

been developed from the plan of correspondence now in successful operation,

the Assembly do not deem it expedient, at present, to propose any additional

measure toward the consummation of the object contemplated by the Pres-

byteries, whose action has been submitted to their consideration.

" Resolved, 3. That with a view still further to attain and strengthen that

' unity of the spirit,' which is so essential to organic unity, the Assembly

express their concurrence with the suggestions and counsels of the Assem-

bly of 1863, as contained in the third resolution adopted by that body (page

39 of their Minutes,) and recommend them to the prayerful consideration

of the parties concerned."

The loyalty and devoted patriotism of the Assembly were decided and

conspicuous, and their present views on the subject of Slavery will appear

from a solemn declaration on page 298 of their Minutes, in which the fol-
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lowing words occur :
" The time has at length come, in the providence of

God, when it is His will that every vestige of human slavery among us

should be effaced, and that every Christian should address himself, with
industry and earnestness, to his appropriate part in the performance of this

great duty."

There can be little doubt, that the correspondence, so happily commenced
between the two bodies will gradually remove prejudice, and strengthen fra-

ternal bonds, and may ultimately lead to a closer union.

It only remains to add that the Rev. Milo J. Hickok, D. D., and the Hon.
Martin Ryerson, were appointed Delegates to the Assembly to be held at

Brooklyn, in May, 1865.

All which is respectfully submitted.

James P. Wilson.
Newark, N. J., May llfh, 1865.
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MINUTES, 1866.

Saint Louis, 3Io., 3Iay llfJi, 1866.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of

America met, agreeably to appointment, in the First Presbyterian church

of Saint Louis, Missouri, on Thursday, May 17th, 1866, at 11 o'clock A. M.,

and was opened with a sermon, by the Kev. James B. Shaw, D. D., the

Moderator of the last Assembly, from Psalms 65 : 2 : "0 thou that hearest

prayer."

After the sermon, the Assembly was constituted with prayer.

The Committee of Arrangements reported, recommending that the ses-

sions of the Assembly be opened at 82 o'clock A. M., and 3 o'clock P. M.

;

that they close at 12 M., and 5 J o'clock P. M. ; that the evening services

commence at 7f o'clock ; and that the daily morning prayer-meeting com-
mence at 9 o'clock, and continue until 10 o'clock A. M. The report was
adopted.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [231]

Thnrsday^Maij 17th, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

On the report of the Committee on Commissions, the following persons

were enrolled as duly appointed Commissioners of this General Assembly

:

PRESBYTERIES.

1. Champlam,
2. Troy,

3. Albany,

4. Columbia,

5. Catskill.

I. SYNOD OF ALBANY.
MINISTERS.

Asa E. Everest.

N. S. S. Beman, D. D.,

Jonathan H. Noble,

Stephen Bush,
Charles T. Berry.

William Hart.

ELDERS.

Silas K. Stowe.

Edward A. Durant.

1. St. Lawrence,

2. Watertown,

3. Oswego.

4. Uiica,

IT. SYNOD OF UTICA.
Samuel W. Pratt, William A. Eldridge.

J. Jermain Porter, Samuel Bond.

William E. Knox,
James B. Fisher,

D. D., Gilbert M. Gifford,

William S. Taylor (.3).

III. SYNOD OF ONONDAGA.
1. Onondaga, John F. Kendall, Timothy R. Porter.

2. Cayuga, Samuel M. Hopkins, D. J)., Albert W. Allen,

Henry Fowler, Hon. Wm. I. Cornwell.

3. Cortland, Giles M. Smith, Joseph R. Dixon.

4. Tioga, Samuel F. Bacon, Ira W. Goodell (3).
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PRESBYTERIES.

1. Geneva,

2. Steuben,

3. Chemung,
4. Ithaca,

5. Wcllshoro.

G. Lyons,

IV. SYNOD OF GENEVA.
MINISTERS.

Ezra Jones,

John C. Moses.

William A. Niles.

Isaac Clark (2),

George Spaulding (2),

William L. Page,

ELDERS.

James M. Reeder.

Nelson Noble.

Columbus Croul.

V. SYNOD OF SUSQUEHANNA.
1. Otsego, George O. Phelps, Robert Russell.

2. Chenango, John L. Jones, William Newton.

3. Delaware, Leonard E. Richards, Elijah Churchill.

VI. SYNOD OF GENESEE.

1. Buffalo,

2. Ontario,

3. Rochester,

Genesee,

Niagara,

Genesee Valley,

Walter Clark, D. D.,

Richard M. Handford,

Levi G. Marsh.

James B. Shaw, D. D.,

Charles P. Bush,
Allen Traver (2),

Lucius I. Root,

Isaac G. Ogden,

Stephen M. Clement,

Joseph H. Plumb.

Simon Harwood.

Phineas Stanton (2).

Myron P. Hopkins (2).

Alfred Lockhart. [235]

VII. SYNOD OF NEW YORK AND
1. Hudson,
2. North River,

.3. Long Island,

4. Neio York, 3fZ,

5. New York, Ath,

6. Brooklyn,

7. Newark,

8. Rockaicay,

9. Montrose,

Robert R. Kellogg,

O. H. Perr}' Deyo,
Thomas Harries,

Alfred E. Campbell, D. D.,

Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D.,

Samuel D. Burchard, D. D.

Henry B. Smith, D. D.,

George W. Wood, D. D.,

William S. Karr (3),

Joel Parker, D. D. (3),

Nelson Millard,

Charles E. Knox,
Lewis Thompson,
Oliver Crane,

Horatio Pattengill,

NEW JERSEY.

W^illiam S. Webb.
Edward Wells.

Stuart T. Terry.

William A. Booth,

William IL Christie,

,
Alexander Milne.

Albert N. Brown.

Hon. Edw. A. Lambert.

James Reeve Sayre,

John C. Hines,

Alexander H. Holden.

Hon. John Hill.

Samuel N. Thatcher.

VIIL SYNOD OF PENNSYLVANIA.
1. Wilmington, George F. Wiswell,

2. Philadeljjhia, 3(?, Beriah B. Hotchkin,

William E. Moore,

3. Philadelphia, 4th, Thomas J. Shepherd, D. D.

James Boggs,

4. Harrishnrgh, Thomas H. Robinson (3),

5. Dist. of Columbia, John N. Coombs,

Samuel Barr.

Hon. Wilmer Worthington,

Hon. Joseph Allison,LL.D.

J. Marshall Paul, M. D.

Lewis G. Huling.

Octavius Knight.
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PRESBYTERIES.

1. Erie^

2. Meadville,

3. Pittsburgh,

IX. SYNOD OF WEST PENNSYLVANIA.
MINISTERS.

Thomas T. Bradford,

Whiting C. Birchard,

Peter S. Davies,

ELDERS.

Jonathan A. Marsh, M. D.

David Compton.
Hon. Henry W. WilHams.

X. SYNOD OF MICHIGAN.
Detroit^

Monroe,

31arshall,

Washtenaw,
Kalamazoo,
Coldwater,

Saginaw,
Gr. River Valley,

William Hogarth, D. D.,

9. Lake Superior.

Charles N. Mattoon, D.

J. Livingston Willard,

George P. Tiudall,

Milton Bradley,

Joseph A. Ranney,
Donald B. Campbell,

George Ransom,
Frederic H. Adams,

Alanson Sheley.

D., Brackley Shaw.
Philo Merrill.

William M. Gregory.
Luther H. Trask.

Lorenzo Russell.

Levi Walker (3).

Jonathan Hoyt.
Joseph W. Edwards.

XI. SYNOD OF WESTERN RESERVE.

Grand River.

Huron,
Trnmhidl,

Cleveland and
Portage.

Elyria,

6. Maumee,

Ebenezer Bushnell,

Levi B. Wilson,

William C. Turner,

John Monteith, Jr.,

James E. Vance,

George A. Adams (4),

Thomas Stilwell, M. D.
Martin Allen.

Truman P. Handy.
Hon. John A. Foot.

Isaac S. Metcalf.

Mavor Brigham. [236]

XII. SYNOD OF OPIIO.

1. Athens, Charles C. Hart, Luther Edgerton.

2. PatasJi-ala, Ebenezer Buckingham (2).

3. Franklin, Henry Calhoun, Asa D. Lord, M. D.

4. Scioto, James R. Gibson, David C. Anderson.

XIII. SYNOD OF CINCINNATI.

1. Cincinnati, Joseph Chester, Franklin V. Chamberlain,

John L. French, Andrew Flesher.

2. Dayton, Joseph B. Little, Solon Massey.

3. Hamilton, Jeremiah P. E. Kumler (3), Benjamin A. Hunt.
4. Ripley, Henry V. Warren, Theodore W. Collins.

XIV. SYNOD OF INDIANA.

1. Salem, Thomas A. Steele, Silas Moore.

2. Madison, Amzi W. Freeman (3), Edwin G. Whitney (3).

3. Indianapolis, Philip S. Cleland, Thomas Hamilton.

4. Green Castle, Thomas S. Milligan, John Ott.

1. Crawfordsville,

2. ^S*^. Joseph,

3. Logansport,

4. Fort Wayne,

XV. SYNOD OF WABASH.
Edward C. Johnston, Edmund G. Wilson.

George C. Noyes.

Martin M. Post, D. D., Lewis Martin (2).

George 0. Little, George W. Rhodes (2).
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PRESBYTERIES.

1. Jllmois,

2. Schuyler,

3. Wahash,

4. Alton
y

XVL SYNOD OF ILLINOIS.

MINISTERS. ELDERS.

William L. Tarbet, Joshua Moore.

Alexander Duncan, James R. Curry.

Samuel Ward, David Ewing.

Cornelius H. Taylor, D. D., William Storer.

John Gibson, Samuel Wade.

XVII. SYNOD OF PEOEIA.

1. Ottawa, Levi P. Crawford, James R. McLain.

2. Knox, William S. Curtis, D. D., Ira I. Fenn.

3. Galena and Belvi- Aratus Kent, Horatio Newhall, M. D.,

dere, John W. Cunningham, Manley Rogers.

4. Chicago, Zeph. M. Humphrey, D. D., Stillman R. Bingham,

J. Lyman Morton, Edwin S. Wells.

5. Bloomington, John W. Bailey, Oramel Rugg.

XVIII. SYNOD OF WISCONSIN.

1. Milicavhee, Peter S. Van Nest, Samuel C. West.

2. Fox, River, James W. Stark.

3. Columbus, Edmund B. Miner (3), Ephraim G. Stitt.

XIX. SYNOD OF IOWA.

Des Moines,

Keoliuh^

Iowa City,

Duhuqxie,

Chariton.

Alexander M. Heizer.

Gamaliel C. Beaman,
George D. A. Hcbard,

Albert True (3),

Solomon Beckley.

Beaumont S. Holmes.

Proctor C. Samson.

6. Cedar Rapids, Hannibal L. Stanley. [237]

1. Balcofa,

2. Minnesota,

3. Winona,

XX. SYNOD OF MINNESOTA.
John P. Williamson (2).

Daniel W. Ingersoll (3).

Edwin J. Thompson (3).

Albert G. Ruliftson (;S),

David L. Kiehle (3),

XXI. SYNOD OF MISSOURI
1. St. Louis, J.Addison Whitaker, Russell Scarrit.

2. Lexington, Benjamin B. Parsons, D. D., John H. Carson.

3. Northern Missouri, Thomas H. Tatlow, Homer H. Winchell.

4. Kansas, William H. Smith (4), Cyrus E. Gaylord (4).

XXII. SYNOD OF TENNESSEE.
1. Union, James A. Griffes.

2. Kingston, Thomas Brown,
3. Holston, Calvin Waterbury, John Lynn (3).

XXII. SYNOD OF ALTA CALIFORNIA.
1. San Francisco.

2. Sierra Nevada.
3. San Jose.

4. Washoe.
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COREESPONDING BODIES.
1. General Assembly that met at Pittsburgh, ) Rev. Phineas D. Gurley, D. D.

in 1865, j Hon. Lincoln Clark.

2. General Assembly of the Cumberland
Presbyterian Church.

3. General Assembly of the United Pres-

byterian Church of North America, Rev. Robert D. Harper, D. D.

4. General Synod of the Reformed Protest-

ant Dutch Church in JVorth America.

5. General Synod of the Reformed Pres-

byterian Church in North America, Rev. David Herron.

6. General Synod of the German Reformed
Chinxh in the United States.

7. General Synod of the Evangelical Lm-
theran Church in the United States.

8. General Convention of the Congrega-

tional Churches of Maine.

9. General Association of New Hamp-
shire, Rev. John W. Chickering, Jr.

10. General Convention of Vermont, Rev. Benjamin F. Ray.
11. General Association of Massaclmsetts. [238]
12. General Association of Connecticut.

13. Presbyterian and Congregational Con-
vention of Wisconsin.

14. Union of Evangelical Churches of
France.

The Rev. Samuel M. Hopkins, D. D., of the Presbytery of Cayuga, was
elected Moderator, and inducted into office.

The Rev. John W. Bailey, of the Presbytery of Bloomington, and the

Rev. Stephen Bush, of the Presbytery of Albany, were chosen Temporary
Clerks.

The General Rules for Judicatories, contained in the Appendix to the

Constitution, were adopted as the Rules of this Assembly.
Ofdered, That the usual number of copies of the Roll be printed, under

the direction of the Stated Clerk.

It was made the first order of the day for to-morrow morning, after the

announcement of the Standing Committees, to receive the Synodical Records
and the papers from the respective Presbyteries, as well as all other papers
of an official character intended for the Assembly.
The annual report of the Treasurer of the General Assembly was read, and

referred to J. Marshall Paul, M. D., Hon. William L Cornwell, and Mr.
"Wilmer Worthington, as an Auditing Committee.

'J'hc docket of bu.siness was read by the Stated Clerk.

Ordered, As a standing rule of the xVssembly, that a Standing Committee
be appointed by the Moderator, to whom shall be referred the annual report

of the Permanent Committee on Sabbath-schools, provided for by the Assem-
bly of 1864, and all papers appertaining to the subject.

It was further Ordered, That the nomination of fifteen members of such
Permanent Committee be referred to the Standing Committee.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 82 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May ISfh, 8^ o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met. and was opened with prayer.
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The Roll was called, and the Minutes of the last session were read and
approved.

The appointed hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Moderator announced the following Standing Committees

:

1. Judicial Committee. Ministers—Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D., J. Jermain
Porter, Henry Calhoun, Thomas S. Milligan, Jonathan H. Noble, [239] Levi

P. Crawford. Elders—Hon. William I. Cornwell, Alexander Milne, Hon.
Wilmer Worthington, Alanson Sheley, Mavor Brigham.

2. Bills and Overtures. Ministers—James B. Shaw, D. D., Thomas J.

Shepherd, D. I)., Benjamin B. Parsons, D. D., Philip S. Cleland, Thomas T.

Bradford, John W. Cunningham. Elders—Andrew Flesher, Ira I. Fenn,

Samuel C. West, Homer H. Winchell, Beaumont S. Holmes.
3. Polity of the Church. Ministers—Henry B. Smith, D. D., William

Hogarth, D. D., Ebenezer Bushnell. Jeremiah P. E. Kumler, Peter S. Van
Nest, Horatio Pattengill. Geory-e P. Tindall. Elders—Edward Wells, Jo-

seph H. Plumb, Albert N. Brown, J. Marshall Paul, M. D., Theodore W.
Collins.

4. Home Missions. Ministers—William E. Knox, D. D.. Martin M. Post,

D. D., James W. Stark, Alexander M. Heizer, J. Addison Whitaker, Fred-

erick H. Adams, Elders—Hon. John Hill, Luther H. Trask, Russell

Scarrit, Horatio Newhall, M. D., Edward E. Wilson.

5. Foreign Missions. Ministers—Walter Clarke, D. D., George W. Wood,
D. D., Alfred E. Campbell, D. D., Milton Bradley, John Monteith, Jr.

Elders—Octavius Knight, Joseph W. Edwards, David C. Anderson, Manley
Rogers, Ephraim G. Stitt.

6. Education. Ministers—William S. Curtis, D. B., Beriah B. Hotchkin,

Calvin Waterbury, John F. Kendall, George I). A. Hebard. Alexander Dun-
can. Elders—William A. Booth, Joseph R. Dixon, Asa D. Lord, M. D.,

Brackley Shaw, James H. Sayre.

7. Puhlication. i//«<'W('r,s—Samuel D. Burchard, D. D.. George C. Noyes,

Samuel W. Pratt, Levi B Wilson, James R. Gibson, Samuel Ward. Elders

—Edward* A. Durant, Timothy R. Porter, Robert Russell, Lewis G. Huling,

Luther Edgerton.

8. Church Erection. Ministers—Zephaniah M. Humphrey, D. D., William

A. Niles, William E. Moore, Joseph Chester, Thomas iS. Tat[240Jlow,

Joseph A. Ranney. Elders—Hon. Henry W. Williams, Truman P. Handy,
Hon. Joseph Allison, LL.D., William S. Webb. William M. Gregory.

9. Sabbath-schools. Ministers—Henry Fowler, Charles E. Knox, William

Hart, Ebenezer Buckingham, Thomas H. Robinson. Elders—Hon. Edward
A. Lambert, William H. Christie, Albert W. Allen, Oramel Rugg.

10. Ministerial Relief. Ministers—Charles P. Bush, Nelson Millard,

Aratus Kent, Whitney C. Birchard, Samuel F. Bacon. Elders—^William

Newton, Jonathan A. Marsh, M. D., Columbus Croul, Samuel N. Thaicher.

IL Narrative of Religion. Ministers—Cornelius H. Taylor, D. D., John
N. Coombs, Peter S. Davies, William C. Turner, Albert True. Elders—
Thomas Hamilton, John H. Carson, Philo Merrill.

12. Mileage of Commissioners. Elders—Truman P. Handy, Silas K.
Stowe, Stephen M. Clement.

• 13. Devotional Exercises. Ministers—George F. Wiswell, Charles N. Mat-

toon, D. D., J. Livingston Willard, John L. French. Elders—John C. Hines,

Thomas Stillwell, MT D., Samuel Bond.
14. Leave of Absence. Ministers—Robert R. Kellogg, Lucius I. Root,

William S. Page, James A. Griffes. Elders—William A. Eldridge, Elijah

Churchill, David Compton.
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Committees on Synodical Records :

1. JSj/nod of Albany. Ministers—Isaac Cr. Ogden, James Boggs, Henry V.
Warren. Elders—Elijah Churchill, Simon Harwood.

2. Synod of Utica. Ministers—Oliver Crane, George 0. Little, Edmund
B. Miner. Elders—Edwin S. Wells, Samuel Wade.

3. Synod of Onondaga. Ministers—Charles T. Berry, Ebenezer Bushnell,

Ezra Jones. Elders—William Newton, Nelson Noble. [2^1]
4. Synod of Geneva. Ministers—Jo\in L. Jones, Asa E. Everest, Allen

Traver. Elders—Stuart T. Terry, Samuel Barr.

5. Synod of Susquehanna. 3Iinisters—John C. Moses, Thomas Harries,

Thomas A. Steele. Elders—Gilbert M. Giiford, Alfred Lockhart.

6. Synod of Genesee. Ministers—l^hcnezer Buckingham, Joseph L. Mor-
ton, William L. Tarbet. Elders—James R. Curry, Benjamin A. Hunt.

7. Synod of New York and New Jersey. Ministers—George Spaulding,

William L. Page, Giles M. Smith. Elders—Luther Edgerton, Isaac S. Met-
calf.

8. Synod of Pennsylvania,. Ministers—0. H. Perry Deyo, Richard M.
Sandford, Leonard E. Richards. Elders—James M. Reeder, Robert Russell.

9. Synod of West Pennsylvania. Ministers—Levi G. Marsh, Lewis Thomp-
son, George Ransom. Elders— Martin Allen, Solon Massey.

10. Synod of Michigan. Ministers—James R. Gibson, George 0. Phelps,

James E. Vance. Elders—Silas Moore, William Storer.

11. Synod, of Western Reserve. Ministers—Donald B. Campbell, John
Gibson, Thomas Brown. Elders—Proctor C. Samson, Solomon Beckley.

12. Synod of Ohio. Ministers—Edward C. Johnston, Joseph B. Little,

Ploratio Pattengill. Elders—Alexander H. Holden, Joshua Moore.

13. Sy)iod of Cincinnati. Ministers—Beriah B. Hotchkin, ^Vlexander

Duncan, Henry Calhoun. Elders—Levi Walker, Jonathan Iloyt.

14. Synod of Indiana. Ministers—Thomas T. Bradford, Nelson Willard,

George P. Tindall. Elders—David Ewing, Samuel C. West.

15. Synod of Wcdxtsh. Ministers—J. Livingston Willard, Peter S. Davies,

John L. French. Elders—Ira I. Fenn, Samuel N. Thatcher.

16. Synod of Illinois. Ministers—William E. Moore, Charles C. Hart,

John W. Cunningham. Elders—Thomas Hamilton, John Ott.

17. Synod of Peoria. Ministers—Charles N. Mattoon, D. D., Jeremiah

P. E. Kumler, George C. Noyes. Elders—Hon. John Hill, Joseph R. Dixon.

18. Synod of Wisconsin. Ministers—Lucius I. Root, John N. Coombs,Wil-

liam C. Turner. Elders—Lorenzo Russell, Jonathan A. Marsh, M. D. [242]

19. Synod of loiva. Ministers— So\\a\\\&\\ H. Noble, Samuel W. Pratt,

Charles E. Knox. Elders—Philo Merrill, Theodore W. Collins.

20. Synod of Minnesota. Ministers—James B. Fisher, Whiting C. Birchard,

Alexander M. Heizer. Elders—Beaumont S. Holmes, Joshua Moore.

21. Synod of Missouri. Ministers—William A. Niles, Samuel F. Bacon,

James A. Griffes. Elders—Luther H. Trask, Octavius Knight.

22. Synod of Tennessee. Ministers—William Hogarth, D. D., Levi B.

Wilson, Gamaliel C. Beaman. Elders—William A. Booth, Hon. Wilmer
Worthington.

23. Synod of Alta California.

The Records of the Synods, the Narratives, Statistical Reports, Overtures,

and other papers of the Presbyteries, were received and appropriately

referred.

The annual reports of the Board of Trustees of the Church Erection Fund,

and of the Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions, were received and

referred to the appropriate Standing Committees.
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-Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May ISth, 3 o'clock P.. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The annual reports of the Permanent Committee on Education, the Pres-

byterian Committee of Home Missions, the Presbyterian Publication Com-
mittee, and of the Trustees and the Treasurer of the Presbyterian House, were

read, accepted, and referred to the appropriate Standing Committees.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 8} o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, May 19th, Si o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The FtoU was called, and the Minutes of the last session were read and

approved.

The appointed hour was occupied with devotional exercises. [^^3]
The annual report of the Executive Committee charged with the care and

disbursement of the ^linisterial Kelief Fund was read, accepted, and referred

to the Standing Committee on Ministerial Relief.

The Rev. William E. Knox, J). D., the Rev. William S. Curtis, 1). D., and

the Hon. John A. Foot, were appointed to confer with a Committee appointed

by the General Assembly now in session at the Second Presbyterian church

of this city, with reference to joint religious services to be held by the two

General Assemblies.

-The report of the Special Committee to whom was referred Overture

No. 14 of the last Assembly, on final process in cases of contumacy, was read,

accepted, and placed on the docket.

The Special Committee appointed with reference to the formation of a

National Protestant League presented a verbal report, and asked to be dis-

charged.

The report was accepted, and the Committee discharged.

The Rev. Nathan S. S. Beman, D. D., the Rev. Henry B. Smith, T). D., the

Rev. William Hogarth, D. D., the Rev. Henry Fowler, Hon. Joseph Allison,

LL.D., Mr. Franklin V. Chamberlain, and Hon. John A. Foot were appointed

a Committee on the State of the Country.

Adjourned until Monday at 8i o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 2lst, Si o clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Rev. Robert D. Harper, D. D., the Delegate of the General Assembly
of the United Presbyterian Church of North xVmerica, addressed the Assem-
bly, and was responded to by the Moderator.

The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions presented their report, which
was adopted, and is as follows:

The Committee to whom was referred the report of the Permanent Com-
mittee on Foreign Missions, respectfully represent to the General Assembly,

that that report invites attention especially to the following points, to wit

:

To our altogether satisfactory relations with the A. B. C. F. M. ; the alarm-

ing decrease in the number of our missionaries in [244] the service of the

Board ; the continued neglect on the part of many of our churches and
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church members to make annual contributions to the cause of Missions ; the

importance of even a larger co-operation on the part of our Western churches
;

the need of a more efficient use of our ecclesiastical apparatus, and the fitness

of this present period of our national history for a broader, mightier, and
more successful assault upon that empire of darkness for whose conquest and
illumination the Church aspires and exists.

That the utmost harmony should exist between our Permanent Committee
and the American Board is only what the Assembly has had every just rea-

son to expect ; inasmuch as it is well understood that we can ask nothing of

that body which they are not glad to concede, nor they desire anything of us

which we are not willing beforehand to grant. One in aim and akin in tem-

per, their success is ours, and ours theirs ; for we and they are equally the

Lord s. Nor are the kingdom, power, and glory ours or theirs, but his.

That the number bf our missionaries should have been reduced one-sixth

in three years, so that, whereas in 1863 we had fifty-six in the field, we have
now only forty-seven, is a fact which the world will contemplate with sur-

prise, the Assembly with sorrow, and to which we can make no other honor-

able answer than in the voice of our sons and daughters, saying in scores

:

" Here are we, send us."

It is matter of much congratulation that, under the many burdens and
exactions of the times, our congregations gave to the cause of missions last

year not less, but more, than in any previous year. Nevertheless the As-
sembly ought not to pass lightly over the humiliating revelations of the

Committee's report, touching the continued neglect of a portion of our

churches and church members to contribute their just quota to the cause

of Christian Missions. Is our Church worthy its ancestry or its name?
Can it lawfully call the Holy Spirit its tenant, the Redeemer its head, the

age its sphere, the land its heritage, the future its hope, while of its fifteen

hundred congregations seven hundred do nothing at all to send the Gospel

to the heathen ? No doubt there is need of greater fidelity on the part of

those who superintend the annual benefactions of the Church, on the part,

that is, of pastors, and elders, and committees, whether of Synods, sessions,

or Presbyteries ; but, when indifference becomes a habit, and in its inveter-

acy will yield neither to admonition nor entreaty, nor the calls of Provi-

dence, nor the spirit of the age, nor the Spirit of God, it devolves upon the

General Assembly, in its care of the Church, to importune the Father of

Lights, in his infinite condescension, to breathe into the whole body that

spirit of grace, which is the spirit of Jesus, as it is also the spirit of mis-

sions. Your Committee recommend that some morning be set apart by the

Assembly to prayer, especially for this object, that our ascended Redeemer
may hear our united cry, and inspire, in [1^45] all our congregations, with

the sessions, supplies, and pastors, that sentiment of expansive zeal which
we need to make us to the full extent of our ability a Missionary Church.

The churches in our AVestern Synods have a vast home field, which they

cannot dutifully or safely neglect. And all our churches, whether in the

newer or the older States, have in charge the magnificent enterprise of

establishing upon this great continent the seat of power, the home of

libert}^, the goal of the ages past, the starting-point of the ages to come
—that glorious empii-e of Christ, for which the continent was created, for

which the Republic stands. We must not try to abate, but rather to in-

crease, the instinctive ardor which fires the hearts of our people in the

East and the West in behalf of Home Missions. This magnificent middle

belt, the highway of the King, which divides our continent, stretching from

the Eastern to the Western sea, is our land of promise. And at whatever
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cost of money, toil, and time, we must take it, and transmit it with its in-

stitutions, sanctified and made permanent, to the coming generations, as the

legacy of the Presbyterian Church of America, to the latter days of time.

But, to do this home-work well, we must do our work in other lands well

also ; for we are of least use to ourselves when we are most selfish, and

shall do most and most successfully for Christ's cause at home, when we do

most and most willingly for his kingdom abroad. May God, by whose favor

alone we can be made strong in this or other lands, keep our churches from

the fatal mistake of doing little for missions among the heathen, under the

impression that thereby they can do more for Christianity at their own doors.

The Committee learn with great satisfaction that two of our presbyters

are employed in missionary labor, and two others are under appointment, in

the service of the American and Foreign Christian Union. The llev. Ramon
B. S. Montsalvatge, of the Presbytery of Brooklyn, and the Rev. Andrew J.

McKim, of the Presbytery of Athens, are successfully at work, in not the

least inviting of the many fields now opening to that efficient and worthy

society, that is to say, in Brazil, South America. The Assembly will follow,

with its most earnest supplications, every messenger of our church who shall

go forth, at the call of the Union, to bear the Gospel, whether to Mexico, to

the Southern continent, or to the lands that invite from across the sea.

The Committee recommend to the As.sembly the adoption of the following

order, to wit

:

That it be earnestly enjoined upon all the Synods, Presbyteries, sessions

and congregations connected with this Assembly, that by the appointment

of synodical and presbyterial committees ; the faithful presentation of the

cause to the people for their annual contributions ; the diifusion of intelli-

gence through the Freshijtcrian Monthhj, Missiowtry Herald^ Christiioi

World, and the religious newspapers ; regular observance of the monthly

concert; reports to the Permanent Committee, and every other [246] ap-

propriate method of instruction and appeal, they endeavor from this time

to make our entire Churcli what it ought to be, and can be—the joy of the

Redeemer, the glory of the age, the light of the world.

The Committee recommend, that Hon. William E. Dodge, Hon. Edward
A. Lambert, and Mes.srs. Thomas Bond and Walter S. Griffith, be re-elected,

and, in place of Mr. Joseph N. Tuttle, Mr. Nathan Lane be elected, members
of the Permanent Committee, for the next three years.

The Joint Committee of Conference of the two Assemblies recommended
that a joint religious service be held this evening in the Second Presbyte-

rian church of this city, and a joint sacramental service be held in the First

Presbyterian church on Wednesday evening.

The recommendation was adopted.

On the report of the Committee on the Polity of the Church, the Presby-

tery of Lake Superior was transferred from the Synod of Michigan to the

Synod of Wisconsin.

On the report of the same Committee, the Synod of Geneva was author-

ized to meet on the third, instead of the la.st, Tuesday of September next.

On the report of the same Committee, upon evidence of the orderly organ-

ization of the Presbytery of Osage, it was Ordered^ That the Presbytery of

Osage be hereby recognized and attached to the Synod of Missouri.

Resolved, That the Assembly recommend its churches to observe the first

week in January (beginning with the first Sabbath) as a week of prayer

for the Conversion of the World.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.
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Momlay, May 2\st, 3 o clock P. 31.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Records of the Synods of Michigan, Albany, Utica, Onondaga, Sus-

quehanna, Genesee, New York and New Jersey, Pennsylvania, West Pennsyl-

vania, Western Reserve, Ohio, Indiana, Wabash, Illinois, Peoria, Wisconsin,

Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri, and Tennessee, were, on the recommendation of

the respective examining Committees, approved as far as written.

The Committee appointed to audit the Treasurer's account reported that

they had examined the account with the vouchers, and found it to be

correct ; and they recommended that it be approved, and printed in the Ap-
pendix to the Minutes. The report was adopted. [247]

The Standing Committee on Ministerial Relief presented their report,

which was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Standing Committee to whom was referred the second annual report

of the Executive Committee of the Ministerial Relief Fund, respectfully

report

:

That they have had the same under careful consideration, and find in it

much cause for gratitude to Almighty God for the success which has already

crowned our eiForts in this matter, and much also for serious thought in view

of that which remains to be done.

The report of the Executive Committee shows, that the General Assembly
did not move one moment too soon to provide for the wants of her disabled

ministers and their families. We now wonder that it was a subject neglected

so long. It shows also how ready the churches are to respond to this just

appeal when once it is brought before them. It is no small thing that, with

so little effort, the contributions to this cause should have doubled in the past

year.

And yet it is manifest that we have but just made a reasonable beginning

in the work thus committed to our hands. There must be many clergymen

and families of deceased ministers in want whose cases are not yet reached.

Many cannot yet know that such relief is provided for their need, or how to

obtain it ; and many of the churches manifestly do not seem to know that

such a fund has been projected and needs their generous contributions, for

only one hundred and thirty, out of the one thousand four hundred and
seventy-nine churches connected with this Assembly, have remembered this

cause in the past year.

Your Committee are confident, that if all our churches could have heard

the reading of the report of the Executive Committee as it was presented

to this body, or could look in upon some of the families of dear and
honored ministers of the Gospel whose wants were presented, there would
hardly be a church in all our connection which would fail to remember this

cause by a generous contribution. Your Committee are sure, that this sub-

ject is not yet before our churches as it should be, and has not that consid-

eration which its great importance demands.
To express the sense of the Assembly on this subject, your Committee

propose the following resolutions :

Resoherh 1. That the ministers of our churches be requested at an early

day to call the attention of their people to the peculiar wants for which this

fund aims to provide.

Resolved^ 2. That it be considered the duty of every church to take an

annual collection for this cause.

Resolved, 3. That the attention of the Presbyteries be again called to

this subject, and that they be earnestly requested each year to appoint one
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of their own number specially to look after this matter, and to see, if possi-

ble, that collections be taken in all the churches within their bounds. [248]

Resolved, 4. That the Executive Committee be instructed to publish their

annual report, or an abstract thereof, in the religious papers, for the infor-

mation of the churches.

The Standing Committee on Church Erection presented their report, which

was accepted, and put on the docket.

The Brick Presbyterian church of the city of Rochester, New York, was
chosen as the place for the meeting of the next General Assembly.

Ordered, That the further morning sessions of the Assembly commence at

9 o'clock with the devotional exercises.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday, May lid, 9 dclock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

Reports were received from the Rev. Henry A. Nelson, D. D., Delegate to

the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church that met in 1865 at

Pittsburgh, Pa. ; from the Rev. Charles S. Robinson, Delegate to the Gen-

eral Convention of the Congregational Churches of Maine ; from the Rev.

Ezra P]. Adams, D. D., Delegate to the General Association of New Hamp--
shire ; from the Rev. Daniel March, D. D., Delegate to the General Associa-

tion of Massachusetts ; from the Rev. Howard Crosby, D. D., Delegate to

the General Association of Connecticut ; from the Rev. Baruch B. Beckwith,

Delegate to the Presbyterian and Congregational Convention of Wisconsin
;

and from the Rev. John G. Atterbury, D. D., Delegate to the General Assem-

bly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church.

The reports were accepted, and ordered to be printed in the Appendix to

the Minutes.

The Rev. Benjamin F. Ray, the Delegate from the General Convention of

Vermont, addressed the Assembly, and was responded to by the Moderator.

Communications were received from the Rev. Rowland B. Howard, Dele-

gate from the General Convention of the Congregational Churches of Maine,

and from the Rev. Theodore Monod, on behalf of the Union of Evangelical

Churches of France.

A communication from the General Assembly of the Free Church of

Scotland was read, accepted, and ordered to be printed in the Appendix to

the Minutes. To this communication, the Rev. Henry B. Smith, D. D., the

Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D., and the Hon. Joseph Allison, LL.D., were

appointed a Committee to ]:)rrpare and report a suitable response.

In accordance with previous invitation, the Rev. James McCo.sh, LL.D.,

addressed the Assembly in reference to the condition of the Non-Conformist

Presbyterian Churches of Great Britain. [^'^9]

The report of the Standing Committee on Church Erection was taken

from the docket. Pending its consideration, the Assembly adjourned until

3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday, May 22d, 3 o'clock P. 31.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Rev. James B. Shaw, D. D., Rev. Samuel M. Campbell, D. D., Rev.
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Charles P. Bush, and Messrs. Louis Chapin, William Ailing, George W. Par-

sons, and Edwin T. Huntington, were appointed a Committee of Arrange-

ments for the meeting of the nest General Assembly.

The consideration of the report of the Standing Committee on Church
Erection was resumed.

Pending its consideration, the

Assembly adjourned until to-morrow, at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

Wednesday. May 23c?, 9 o'cloch A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The consideration of the report of the Standing Committee on Church
Erection was resumed.

After discussion, the principal portion of the report, exclusive of the

amended plan, was adopted by the following vote : Ayes, 180 ; Noes, 9

;

Absent, or not voting, 26.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Wednesday, May 23c?, 3 o'chch P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Special Committee on Manses and Ministers' Libraries presented their

report, which was adopted, and is as follows :

The Special Committee on Manses and Ministers' Libraries respectfully

report

:

[250]
That in the autumn of last year a circular of incjuiry was prepared and

sent to seven hundred pastors and stated supplies, and also published in our

religious journals. To these circulars, one hundred replies have been
received. From these replies it appears that one-fifth of the churches have
manses, and one-tenth have libraries for the use of their ministers.

These replies convey a strong impression of the great importance of the

subject-matter of the circular, and express the hope that the General Assem-
bly will use every means in its power, to bring the subject before and urge
it upon the attention and practical regard of the churches. They also sug-

gest the idea of creating a general fund for the erection of manses.

Without expressing any opinion upon the expediency of the latter sugges-

tion, your Committee deem it both advisable and practicable, to bring the

matter definitely before the churches through the action of the Presbyteries.

They, therefore, recommend the adoption of the following resolutions

:

Resolved, \. That this General Assembly direct its Presbyteries to send to

the churches under their care a pastoral letter of incjuiry and suggestion,

with reference to the provision of a manse and a library for the use of the

minister in charge of each congregation.

Resolved, 2. That the Presbyteries be requested to embody, in a report to

the next General Assembly, any information that may be obtained in the

answers to the proposed incjuiry, with their judgment concerning the creation

of a manse fund, and also any practical suggestions appertaining to the sub-

ject-matter of manses and ministers' libraries.

The Committee were continued.

The Standing Committee on Sabbath-schools presented their report, which
was accepted and placed on the docket.

The Assembly then proceeded to the further consideration of the remain-

ing portion of the report of the Standing Committee on Church Erection.
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The amendments and additions to the existing Plan of Church Erection
were, with the articles amended or substituted, severally adopted, and then
the entire Plan, including the Preamble, Articles 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,

11, 12, 13, and the Supplementary Article, as reported by the Committee
and amended by the Assembly, were adopted, as a complete substitute for

the existing Plan of Church Erection, by the following vote : Ayes, 172

;

Noes, 20 ; Absent, or not voting, 25.

The report and Plan thus adopted are as follows

:

[-^^l]

EEPOKT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON CHURCH ERECTION.
By the twelfth annual report of the Trustees of the Assembly's Church

Erection Fund, it is painfully apparent that this Fund is but imperfectly

accomplishing its original design. The amount of the Fund in 1856 was
$100,000. Now, after ten years' use, it has increased to over $127,000,
$80,000 of which, at least, remain in the hands of the Board, subject to the

call of the churches. Year by year the applications for aid become fewer.

But $2775 were taken from the treasury last year, in the form of loans, and
but $400 in the form of donations. Meanwhile the receipts from the
churches on account of loans, donations, and interest, have been over $7000,
which, added to the interest accruing on the Fund itself—nearly $5000

—

constitute an actual increase of the unemployed Fund, after deducting
expenses, etc., of about $7000.
The reason of this is not that the aid which might be afforded by this

Fund is undesired. The more wealthy churches in all our large centres have
been besieged with applications for assistance in church building, as perti-

naciously as if there were no Fund for that purpose in existence. Large
amounts have been given in answer to such appeals, by the very churches
which originally contributed to the now neglected treasury, from which it

was expected all feeble churches would draw. So pressing, in fact, have
been the applications, that it is manifest that the whole Fund, if accessible

on terms favorable to the churches, would soon be completely absorbed.

The reason of such neglect must be looked for in the practical working of
the Plan on which the Fund has been administered. That Plan was most
carefully devised. It embodied the wisdom of some of the most eminent
men in our Church. For the period when it was adopted it was most excel-

lent. But since its adoption a great change has taken place in our position

and circumstances. The last ten years have been revolutionary. The nation

has trembled under the shock of war. We have passed through financial

embarrassments, and borne the brunt of a struggle which has cost our
churches some of their choicest blood. Debts incurred for the erection of
houses of worship have become burdensome. The churches have, in many
instances, been depressed by the very means through which they sought to

gain strength. Obligations to the Greneral Assembly have often been borne,

under the disadvantage of contrasts, drawn between the policy upon which
our Plan of Church Erection and that of some of our sister denominations
is based. The result has been that the Fund has fallen into disfavor.

Churches needing assistance have been advised, in some cases by synodical

or presbyterial action, not to encumber themselves with loans such as others

had found it so unpleasant to bear, and so difficult to pay. At the same time
the cost of building has so enormously increased, that $200 form but [252]
a comparatively insignificant item in the expense of constructing an ordinary

house of worship
; worth applying for, indeed—but not desired under the

conditions upon which it was to be obtained.

There is, therefore, an imperative call for a modification of the Plan of
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administering our Churcli Erection Fund. And this call becomes the more
imperative, when we consider that the rapid extension of the lines of traffic

has made cities of villages, and villages of hamlets. Where, ten years

since, it was supposed a few hundred dollars would suffice for the wants of

the people, as many thousand dollars are now found to be insufficent. An
almost unanticipated necessity has arisen to establish churches at key-points,

and to provide them with commodious and attractive sanctuaries. The spirit

of the times has changed. A new impulse, felt by all denominations, has

been given to Domestic Missions. Looking toward the glowing future of

our country, we are incited to new exertions for its evangelization. Among
the ruling ideas of the day this is prominent : that to provide a church edifice

is almost as important as to provide a missionary, and that the work of

church erection must be carri'ed forward upon the same enlarged and liberal

scale which is adopted for the support of ministers of the Gospel. Were
the idea a false one, to resist it would be like stemming the currents of the

Mississippi in a flood ; but your Committee believe it to involve a true prin-

ciple, though it, like all other ruling ideas, is liable to unnatural freshet.

This Assembly has assumed the work of Domestic Missions, as it had not

when its Church Erection Fund was established. Then that work was com-
mitted to the American Home Missionary Society.

Now that we have entered this field side by side with our sister denomi-
nations, we must carry on our work with an energy and a liberalitylike

theirs.

In view of these considerations, your Committee believe that, could the

whole Fund be immediately scattered among our feeble churches in the

form of donations, without interest or return of any kind while the churches
aided should remain in our connection, the effect would be most happy.

This we believe to be desired by many on the floor of this Assembly.
Were such a course possible, we should favor it. But a careful examina-

tion of the whole case has brought your Committee ^to the stubborn con-

clusion, so often reached by others who have surveyed the same ground,

that such a disposition of the Fund was rendered impossible by the very

terms on which it was collected. It was to be a permanent Fund. To
destroy its permanency would be a breach of trust, which might and which
ought to be legally resisted. The legal opinions submitted to the Assembly
by the Board of Trustees, place this position beyond reasonable dispute.

The question, therefore, is, how the mode of administering the [-53]
Fund shall be so changed as to make it most useful to the churches. After

mature deliberation, your Committee recommend the abandonment of the

system of loans, and the adoption of that of donations, upon the following

Plan, namely

:

1. That the whole of the Fund now in the hands of the Board, together

with such receipts as may return in fulfilment of pledges from the churches

already aided by loans and donations, and together with whatever may be

hereafter contributed to the Fund, be securely and permanently invested.

2. That the accruing interest be annually distributed by the Board, on

proper conditions and in proper proportions, to churches applying therefor,

in the form of donations without interest and without pledge of return,

except in case the church or congregation thus assisted shall cease to be

connected with the General Assembly, or their corporate existence shall

cease, or their house of worship be alienated, except for the building or pur-

chase of a better house of worship.

As supplementary to this, your Committee recommend that a collection

be taken annually by all our churches, to be forwarded to the Treasurer of

25
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the Board, to be used by them in the same manner as the accruing interest

of the Fund.
The necessary amendments of the Assembly's Plan, together with all

essential details, are submitted herewith. It is believed that in the.se changes

no legal principle is sacrificed, and that the utmost practical efficiency in the

use of the Fund is secured.

Your Committee cannot but regard it as a providential indication of the

•wisdom of these proposed changes, that they have been suggested to several

different minds without concert, and that they have been regarded with favor

before this by tho.se high in position in our Church, as will be seen by refer-

ence to the report of the Special Committee, to whom this whole subject was

referred by the Assembly of 18G3.

Your Committee would also recommend to the Assembly to consider the

expediency of appointing a General Secretary of the Board, whose duty it

shall be to discharge the functions in this Board which are discharged in the

Committee of Home Missions by its Secretary.

It becomes our duty to nominate three Trustees to fill the places of Rev.

J. Few Smith, D. D., Rev. Samuel D. Burchard, D. D., and Mr. William A.

Booth, who.se term of office is soon to expire. We cordially recommend that

the* same gentlemen be re-elected.

A few Overtures have been referred to the Committee, upon the considei-a-

tion of which we ask further time. E-^^^]

PLAN FOR THE CUSTODY, CAEE, AND MANAGEMENT OF THE
CHURCH ERECTION FUND.

Preamble.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States

of America, now holding its sessions in the city of Philadelphia, in the State

of Pennsylvania, having, through the liberality of the congregations con-

nected with this body, established a Fund for the purpose of aiding feeble

congregations in erecting houses of worship, do hereby adopt the following

Plan, under which this Fund shall be held, administered, and used

:

Article I.

This Fund having been committed to the General Assembly as a special

trust, no part of it as now established, nor any additions which may hereafter

be made to it, shall ever be used for any other purpose than that of aiding

feeble congregations in connection with the General Assembly in erecting

houses of worship ; except so much as may be absolutely necessary to defray

the expenses incident to the administration of this Plan.

Article II.

The custody, care, and management of this Fund, and of all securities of

every kind belonging to it, or growing out of it, together with all claims,

dues, and property that may at any time pertain to it, and all additions that

may hereafter be made to it by donations, bequests, or otherwise, shall be

committed to a Board of Trustees, to be called '' The Trustees of the Church
Erection Fund of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the

United States of America." The Board shall consist of nine members, four

of them being ministers and five of them elders, in connection with some
Presbytery or church under the care of the General Assembly, who shall
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reside in the city of New York, or its immediate vicinity, and wliom the

General Assembly shall elect by ballot, on a nomination to be made at least

one day before such election. The Trustees shall continue in office until the

election and induction of their successors. The certificate of the Stated

Clerk of the General Assembly shall be necessary to entitle a Trustee to take

his seat as a member of the Board, which certificate it shall be his duty to

furnish as soon as practicable after the election.

The Trustees first elected shall arrange themselves into three equal classes.

The term of office of the first class shall expire in one year from their elec-

tion
;
that of the second class in two years ; and that of the third class in

three years. After the first election, the General Assembly shall annually

elect three Trustees, to supply the place of the class whose term is about to

expire, to hold their office for three years, the same persons [255] always
being re-eligible ; and each General Assembly shall also by election supply

any vacancy in the Board, caused by death, resignation, or otherwise. If

any Trustee shall, during the term for which he is elected, cease to be con-

nected with a Presbytery or church under the care of the General Assembly,
he shall thereby cease to be a member of the Board ; and the vacancy shall

b^ reported to the next General Assembly.

Article III.

The first meeting of the Board shall be held on the second Tuesday of

June next, in the city of New York, at such place and hour as the Stated

Clerk of the General Assembly may appoint, who shall preside until the

Board is organized by the choice of its President.

Article IV.

The Board shall make their own By-Laws. They shall annually, at their

first meeting after the adjournment of the General Assembly, elect one of

their number President of the Board ; and shall appoint a Secretary, and a

Treasurer who shall give security to the Board for the faithful performance

of his duties. They shall keep complete books of record and account, in

which shall be recorded all their proceedings, and the true state at all times

of all matters relating to this Fund
;
which records and accounts, or any part

of them, shall at all times be open to the inspection of any committee ap-

pointed by the General Assembly for this purpose. They shall also keep

full and correct copies and files of all the correspondence which may be con-

ducted or received by them, or in their name ; and shall annually present to

the General Assembly, not later than the third day of its sessions, a full

written report of their proceedings and of the state of the Fund, together

with any suggestions or recommendations which they may deem necessary or

suitable. The General Assembly shall annually appoint a Committee of

three, to audit the accounts and to examine the securities of the Board, and
to report at the next General Assembly.

Article V.

The Board are hereby directed, either by procuring a special act of the

Legislature of the State of New York, or in accordance with the existing

statutes of said State, to incorporate themselves, and their successors in

office, always to be elected as aforesaid, into a body corporate and politic,

invested with all such legal powers as may be necessary to enable them to

hold and administer this Fund, in conformity with the provisions of this Plan.
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Article VI.

The Board is directed to invest and to keep at interest on suf [256]ficient

security the Fund as now established, and as the same shall hereafter be

increased by gift, bequest, or otherwise.

Article VII.

The accruing interest of the Fund thus established shall be apportioned

by the Board among the Synods, as their . exigencies may require, and be dis-

tributed, by said Board, at their discretion, to such congregations as make
applications therefor, on the conditions, and subject to the limitations, here-

inafter prescribed.

Article VIII.

The Board shall prepare blank forms of all such legal and other papers as

may be required for the proper distribution and management of the Fund
and accruing interest ; and they shall furnish a sufficient quantity of such

forms to the Committee on Church Extension of each Synod ; the forms so

prepared and furnished, and none others, shall be used in all matters and

transactions relating to the Fund, to which they may be applicable. ThVy
shall designate such legal advisers within the bounds of each Synod, as by

a correspondence with the Church Extension Committees of the Synods

may be found desirable, to examine all certificates of title, and all convey-

ances and other documents connected with the donation of any part of the

accruing interest, including a careful investigation in regard to the legal

incorporation of the Board of Tru.stees of the congregations concerned;

and they shall further have power to appoint an agent in each Synod, and

to require that all payments of money that may become due to this Fund
shall be made to such agent.

Article IX.

In order to be entitled to the use of any portion of the accruing interest,

each Synod connected with the General Assembly shall annually elect a

Committee on Church Extension, consisting of at least five members. The
Stated Clerk of the Synod shall, immediately after the election of the said

Committee, transmit to the President or Secretary of the Board his cer-

tificate of such election, giving the name and residence of each member.

Article X.

All applications for aid from the accruing interest shall be made, in the

first instance, to the Committee on Church Extension of the Synod to which

the applicants belong, or within whose bounds they are situated. Every such

application shall be in writing, and shall particularly state : The location of

the house or site for its erection ; the number of families or persons attached

to the congregation, or that propose to unite in building a house of worship;

the description of the house which they [257] propose to build, with its esti-

mated and probable cost, or the description and cost of the house and lot

owned by the congregation ; the amount of reliable subscriptions that have

been obtained, and how much has been paid thereon ; the amount of avail-

able" means possessed by the congregation, if any ;
whether the congregation

is in debt, and if so, to what amount, and when the same becomes due ; and

also any other facts which may aid the Committee of the Synod in judging

of the application. This application shall be accompanied by the certificate

of one of the legal advisers of the Board, that the title to the lot on which
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the house is built or to be built, is vested in said congregation, and is free

from all legal incumbrance and liability.

Article XI.

If the Committee of the Synod, to whom application for aid has been

made as above provided, shall, after a careful examination into the condition

and prospects of the congregation so applying, be satisfied that such congre-

gation have done all that should reasonably be expected of them, and that,

with the aid which can be aiforded from the accruing interest and the volun-

tary contributions hereinafter mentioned, they can build or possess a house

of worship adapted to their wants, and be free from indebtedness ; then the

Committee shall sign a certificate addressed to the Board, stating the appli-

cation, and that they have examined and approved of it ; and also stating

the amount which it is proper to donate to the congregation. This certif-

icate, together with the application made to the Committee of the Synod,

shall be transmitted to the Board. On the receipt thereof in due form, the

Board shall, as soon as practicable, if the application is granted, forward the

necessary papers, to be executed by the Trustees of the congregation, and to

be approved by their legal adviser, or some other attorney proposed by the

congregation and accepted by the Board. When the papers, so executed, ap-

proved, and properly recorded, are returned to the Board, they shall author-

ize the Treasurer of the Trustees of the congregation, or any other person

duly appointed by them for this purpose, to draw on the Treasurer of the

Board for the amount thus applied for and donated.

Article XII.

The Board shall not in any case donate any portion of the accruing

interest to any congregation, unless such congregation own, in fee simple

and free from all legal incumbrance, the lot on which their house of wor-

ship is situated, or on which they propose to build ; nor shall any donation

be made for the payment of any debt, except that which may have been

contracted within one year previous in erecting a house of worship.

The sum donated to any congregation, shall never be more than one-half

of the amount contributed and secured by them for the house and lot. [258]

The condition of all donations from this source, shall be, that, in case the

church or congregation shall cease to be connected with the General Assem-

bly, or their corporate existence shall cease, or their house of worship be

alienated except for the building or purchase of a better house of worship,

they shall refund to the Board the amount which they have so received, with

interest from the time of receiving it.

The fulfilment of the above condition shall, in all cases, be secured by the

bond of the Trustees of the congregation, and a mortgage on their house and

lot, made in favor of the Board ; which bond and mortgage, duly executed

and recorded, shall always be placed in the possession of the Board, before

any money is paid over to the congregation.

Article XIII.

In accepting this trust and adopting this Plan, the General Assembly

hereby declares, that the first article shall admit of no alteration or amend-

ment, and that no change shall be made in any other part of the Plan by

any future General Assembly, except by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of

all the members whose names have been entered upon the Roll.
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Supplementary Article.

As supplementary to this Plan, and in order to enable the Board fully to

meet all the reasonable demands of feeble congregations for aid in erecting

houses of public worship, the General Assembly earnestly recommends all

the congregations within its bounds to take up annual collections, and trans-

mit them to the Treasurer of the Board, to be appropriated by said Board,

and distributed by gift for the objects contemplated in the Plan, and on the

conditions and limitations prescribed therein.

And the better to secure this end, it shall be the duty of the Board to

present, with their annual report, an estimate of the amount probably

needed for the ensuing year, together with the facts and reasons upon which

such estimate is based, in order that the Assembly may determine the amount

it will recommend the churches to raise by voluntary contribution.

It was further, Resolved, 1. That the plan of Church Erection now adopt-

ed be put into operation upon, and take effect from, the first day of August,

186G.

Resolved, 2. That, in accordance with the suggestion contained in the fore-

going report of the Standing Committee, the Board of Trustees of Church

ErecHon be directed to appoint a Secretary, whose relations to the Board

and whose functions of oifice shall correspond with those of the Correspond-

ing Secretary of the Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions.

The Standing Committee on Church Erection further reported [259] the

recommendation that the Overtures and applications for aid made to this

Assembly be referred to the Board of Trustees of Church Erection, with

instructions that they afford all possible help to such of these churches

applying as have special claims for consideration. The report was adopted.

Adjourned until this evening, at 71 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Wednesday, May 23d, 71 o'clocJ,- P. M.

The Assembly met, and united with the General Assembly of the Presby-

terian Church now in session at the Second Presbyterian church of this city,

and a large number of fellow-Christians, in the celebration of the Lord's

Supper.

After the service, adjoui-ned until Friday at 9 o'clock A. M.

Friday, May 25th, 9 o clock A. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first hour was occupied with devotional services.

The Minutes of the sessions of Wednesday afternoon and evening were

read and approved.

The Standing Committee on Jlducation for the Ministry presented their

report, which was accepted. Pending its consideration,

The Assembly adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 25fh, 3 o'clock P. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The consideration of the report of the Standing Committee on Education

for the Ministry was resumed.

The report, with an additional resolution, was adopted, and is as P'llows

:
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The Standing Committee on Education for the Gospel Ministry report that

they have given tlieir attention to the annual report of the Permanent Com-
mittee on Education, which was placed in their hands.

They find gratifying evidence of enlargement in both directions—that of

means, and that of candidates for the ministry. The [200] amount of funds
is about the same as last year. The increase in young men is ihiity-five per

cent. Though the amount paid to each young man is considerably in advance
of former years, as ordered by the last General Assembly, the Permanent
Committee have been enabled to fulfil their engagements. No suitable

applicant for aid has been turned away empty. It is believed, that the

importance of the Educational cause in successfully carrying forward the

kingdom of Christ is being more generally realized, and a deeper and more
permanent state of feeling is being awakened on the subject.

Nevertheless, notwithstanding all that is calculated to cheer our hearts,

and encourage the Permanent Committee to go forward in their chosen work,

the pressing demands of the Church in this direction have not been met.

All our efforts are disproportionate to the calls of Providence. At the present

rate of bringing forward young men into the ministry, the vacancies made
by the superannuated and the dead only are filled. When it is considered,

how many are taken from the active duties of the ministry to become pres-

idents and professors in our Colleges, instructors in our Theological Sem-
inaries, and secretaries and agents in our benevolent operations, (and there

seems to be no better way,) and the number who turn aside through failure

of health, it is not surprising that the demand should outrun the supply.

Not to mention the wants of the older States, when we consider the fields

that are constantly opening before us in the newer portions of the country,

the case is truly alarming. Our excellent Secretary of Home Missions tells

us in his report that we have no missionary in Idaho, Utah, Arizona, Wash-
ington, and the State of Oregon—not because there are not calls for men,

but because the men cannot be found. The report also on Foreign Missions

speaks of an equal want of men for the missionary work abroad. The cry

for men, almost frantic, from East Tennessee, uttered on this floor, still rings

in our ears. The claims of the freedmen, also, for a preached Gospel cannot

be ignored.

Standing as we do at the confluence of the Mississippi and Missouri, pour-

ing their flood-tide of waters at our feet to the ocean
;
turning the eye from

this central position to the North, the West, and the South ; viewing the

present population and the long lines of emigration, both home and foreign
;

passing up these mighty rivers and their numerous tributaries ; marking the

moral forces already at work on this field, " the man of sin," as in this city,

strongly intrenched with churches, schools, and institutions for charitable

purposes, and commanding millions of money, the old fanaticism of the early

Church revived on the banks of the Rhine in the form of Ivationalism and

Pantheism now transplanted and made to flourish on American soil, and the

motley crew of materialism and infidelity of indigenous origin—contemplating

all this, the Educational cause in preparing men for the ministry becomes of

vital importance. Viewed in its related as[2Gl]pects, and in the interests

dependent upon an educated ministry, the Educational cause should receive

far more of the prayers and contributions of the Church. Pious parents

should dedicate their sons to the ministry. The elders should seek out

promising young men, and confer with them on the subject. Pastors should

confer with young men recently converted to God, and roll the burden of

preaching the Gospel upon their hearts. Presbyterian committees on this

subject should be more faithful. Scholarships to the amount of twenty-five
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hundred dollars each should be secured, the interest of which will yield tha

annual appropriation to one young man.

The day of fasting and prayer for Colleges, Seminaries, and other institu-

tions of learning, should be more generally observed. Collections, not in a

few but in all the churches, should be statedly taken up. The Plan of the

General Assembly is a good one, and has worked well. It is only needful

that presbyters, and pastors, and churches be more faithful in putting it into

operation.

The Committee would recommend the adoption of the following resolutions :

Resolved, 1. That the demand for educated ministers in our country was
never greater than at the present time.

Resolved, 2. That the Educational cause should occupy a higher place in

the estimation of pastors and the Church.

Resolved, 3. That the day of fasting and prayer for Colleges, and other

institutions of learning, be faithfully observed ; that pious parents consecrate

their sons to the work of the ministry ; that this subject be annually pre-

sented from the pulpit ; and that continual prayer be oifered to the Lord of

the hai'vest, that he will send forth many more laborers into his harvest.

Resolved, 4. That the appropriation to young men for the past year be the

same, namely, thirty-three per cent, above what the rule rc({uires ; one hun-

dred and sixty dollars to a theological, one hundred and thirty dollars to a

collegiate, and one hundred dollars to a preparatory student.

The names of the following persons are presented to fill the vacancy occur-

ring by the expiration of the term of office in the cla.ss elected in 1863 : John
J. Owen, I). I)., LL.D., Jonathan F. Stearns, D. D., Jesse W. Benedict, Esq.,

William W. Wicks, and Charles Taylor.

As supplementary to their report, the Committee report that they have
examined the '' Memorial of the Presbytery of Union to the Greneral Assem-
bly in relation to Maryville College," and also have listened to remarks from
brethren in relation to other institutions of learning in East Tennessee.

The Committee are gratified to see so much interest manifested in the sub-

ject of Education, and express the hope that all these institutions may be
retained in the service of the Church.

Resolved, That the general subject of Education, in connection [2()2] with
our Church in East Tennessee, be favorably received by our churches ; and
that what funds may be raised shall be expended under the direction of the

Presbyteries of East Tennessee, until the Synod of Tennessee shall have
taken the whole subject under its care.

Resolved, That this Assembly recommend the Rev. Lucius I. Root as an
agent to raise funds for this object, according to the above resolution.

On the recommendation of the Standing Committee on Church Erection,

the following preamble and resolutions were adopted :

Whereas, A sum not less than $35,000, in addition to the interest accruing
from the Permanent Fund, will probably be required for the aid of feeble

churches this year, in providing houses of worship for their use ; therefore

Resolved, 1. That the third Sabbath of December next be fixed as the day
for a general collection for the purpose of raising this sum, and that our
Presbyteries and pastors be requested to use their utmost endeavors to secure

the full amount designated.

Resolved, 2. That the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Church
Erection be requested to prepare an address to the churches in connection

with this Assembly, explanatory of the changes introduced into the Plan,

and urging the necessity for a liberal contribution to the Fund, to be dis-

tributed in aid of the feeble congregations contemplated by the " Supple-
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mentary Article " of the Plan, and that the address be published in all the

papers of the denomination.

The Special Committee on the State of the Country presented a report,

which was unanimously adopted, and is as follows

:

The Committee on the State of the Country propose to the Assembly the
following declaration

:

This Assembly records its devout gratitude to Almighty God, that He has
delivered us from the calamities and horrors of civil war, and restored peace
throughout our borders :

That He has so far quelled the spirit of secession that the supreme and
rightful authority of our beneficent National Government is now restored in

all our States and Territories, and we remain, as we were intended to be, one
Nation, with one Constitution, and one destiny

:

That He has so overruled the progress and results of this unparalleled

conflict as to make it manifest that our republican institutions are as well

fitted to bear the stress and shock of war as to give prosperity and increase

in times of peace

:

That, by His wise and constraining providence, guiding us in ways we
knew not, He has caused the passions and wrath of man to enure to the

welfare of humanity, so that a whole race has been emancipated from an
unjust and cruel system of bondage, [263] and advanced to the rights and
dignity of freemen

; so that now involuntary servitude, except for crime, is

illegal and unconstitutional wherever our national authority extends :

That He gave to our people such a spontaneous, impassioned, and unbought
loyalty—a loyalty that can neither be forced nor feigned—such resolute and
abiding faith, and such a supreme consciousness of our national unity, that

we were able, in the darkest hours, to bear with cheei'ful patriotism our
heavy burdens and our costly sacrifices, so that our very sacrifices have knit

us more closely together, and made us love our country more

:

That He has purged and enlightened our national conscience in respect to

our national sins, especially the sin of Slavery ; and has also made us recog-

nize more fully than before the reality of Divine Providence, the sureness

and justice of retribution for national guilt, and the grand fact that a nation

can be exalted and safe only as it yields obedience to His righteous laws

:

That He bestowed such grace upon our churches and ministry, that with
singular unanimity and zeal they upheld our rightful Government, by their

unwavering testimony and effectual supplications, identifying the success of

the nation with the welfare of the Church :

That, above all these things, He has, according to His gracious promise,

watched over His Church and kept it safe during these troublous tiiues ; so

that not only has our American Christianity been vindicated, our faith and
order maintained intact, and our Christian benevolence enhanced, but our
purpose and plans for the future have been also enlarged in some proportion

to the needs and growth of our country ; while, to crown all these favors

with His special benediction. He has also, in these latter days, rained down
spiritual blessings in abundant measure upon so many churches all over the

land.

This Assembly, while humbly recognizing these judgments and mercies in

the past and the present, also bears testimony in respect to our urgent needs

and duties as a nation, in view of the new era upon which we are now enter-

ing, as follows, namely

:

1. Our most solemn national trust concerns that patient race, so long held
in unrighteous bondage. Only as we are just to them can we live in peace
and safety. Freed by the national arms, they must be protected in all their
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civil rights by the national powei*. And, as promoting this end, which far

transcends any mere political or party object, we rejoice that the active func-

tions of the Freedmen's Bureau are still continued ; and especially that the

Civil liights Bill has become the law of the land. In respect to the conces-

sion of the right of suffrage to the colored race, this Assembly adheres to

the resolution passed by our Assembly of 18G5, (Minutes, p. 42 :)
" That the

colored man should in this country enjoy the right of suff"rage, in common
with all other men, is but a simple dictate of justice. The Assembly can-

[2(54] not perceive any good reason why he should be deprived of this right

on the ground of his color or his race." Even if suffrage may not be uni-

versal, let it at least be impartial.

2. In case such impartial suffrage is not conceded, that we niay still reap

the legitimate fruits of our national victory over Secession and Slavery, and,

that treason and rebellion may not enure to the direct political advantage of

the guilty, \ye judge it to be a simple act of justice, that the constitutional

basis of representation in Congress should be so far altered as to meet the

exigencies growing out of the abolition of Slavery ; and we likewise hold it

to be the solemn duty of our National Executive and Congress, to adopt
only such methods of reconstruction as shall effectually protect all loyal

persons in the States lately in revolt.

3. As loyalty is the highest civic virtue, and treason the highest civil

crime, so it is necessary for the due vindication and satisfaction of national

justice, that the chief fomenters and representatives of the rebellion should,

by due course and process of law, be visited with condign punishment.
4. The Christian religion being the underlying source of all our power,

prosperity, freedom, and national unity, we earnestly exhort all our ministers

and churches to constant and earnest prayer fur the President of the United
States and his constitutional counsellors ; for the Senate and House of

Representatives in Congress assembled ; for the judges in our national

courts ; for those that bear rule in our army and navy ; and for all persons

intrusted with authority ; that they may be endued with heavenly wisdom,
and rule in the fear of the Lord, and so administer their high trusts, with-

out self-seelcing or partiality, that this great Republic, being delivered from
its enemies, may renew its youth, and put forth all its strength in the ways
of truth and righteousness, for the good of our own land and the welfare

of mankind.
5. And we further exhort and admonish the members of our churches to

diligent and personal efforts for the safety and prosperity of the nation, to

set aside all partisan and sectional aims and low ambitions, and to do their

full duty as Christian freemen ;
to the end that our Christian and Protestant

civilization may maintain its legitimate ascendency, and that we become not

the prey of any form of infidelity, or subject to any foreign priestly dom-
ination

;
that the sacred interests of civil and religious freedom, of human

I'ights and justice to all, of national loyalty and national unity, may be

enlarged and perpetuated, making our Christian commonwealth a praise

among the nations of the earth, exemplifying and speeding the progress of

the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing report be sent to the President of

the United States, through the Secretary of State, to the President of the

Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

The Standing Committee on Home Missions presented their [2G5] report,

which was accepted. Pending its consideration the Assembly
Adjourned until to-morrow at 8^ o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.
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Saturday, May IQ^tli, 8J o clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Rev. Alfred E. Campbell, D. D., secretary of the American and For-

eign Christian Union, addressed the Assembly with reference to the opera-

tions of that Society.

The consideration of the report of the Standing Committee on Home Mis-

sions was resumed. The report was adopted, and is as follows :

The Standing Committee on Home Missions, in making their report, would

suggest that there are three things in Avhich the Assembly are agreed, viz.

:

That the work before us is great beyond conception and competition, that

the Church is the proper agency for doing it, and now the favoring time,

admitting no postponement.

Love of adventure, lust of gain, the march of enterprise, the great tidal

movement westward of the nations, and finally, but not less providentially,

sedition and war, have been busy clearing and widening the home field for

the Church's occupancy. Within the months just past, the Holy Spirit has

arisen, and most earnestly invited to the cultivation of the ground, and in

many instances to the gathering of already rich harvests. The Church

could not be heedless of these signs, without ignoring her manifest mission

and destiny in this land. She has heeded them, and hence the marvels that

have occupied her way, as in the ancient journeying from Groshen to Canaan :

" God has been in the midst of her ; he has helped her, and that right early."'

Is her mission therefore fulfilled? Do we not know, on the contrary, that

the land to be possessed is more than the territory already subdued ?

From Maine to Mexico, from the Atlantic to the Pacific wave, from the

Great Lakes to the Southern Gulf, how wide the field stretches out ; its

needs, even in the older States, East, Middle, and South, how numerous

;

in the States and Territories "West and North-west how immense and stu.

pendous

!

The question of opportunity being settled by Divine Providence, that of

the way and means of fulfilling both, presses heavily on our hearts. We
can hope, on this point, to do little more than emphasize the suggestions of

the report already submitted.

We need, of course, to this end a great increase of the Christ[2G6]ian

ministry. We say increase, because its actually eff"ective portion is already

employed, up to the full measure of its capability. If the West has not

an adequate supply of ministers, it is because the East cannot spare them.

Those whom she can spare as well as not are such as the AVest do not want

;

and those she knows not how to spare have already been drawn upon beyond

her means. The weakening of the Eastern Church by withdrawing an

efficient pastor is simply at the cost also of the West, by cutting off supplies

of men and money necessary to its sustenance, and is allowable only under

the plea of some peculiar and dominant necessity.

We can, therefore, meet the demand for ministers only by an increase of

candidates for the ministry. And to accomplish this, the piety of the Church

must be deepened, and its channels opened and widened in this direction.

The attention of our yottth must be summoned to this claim on their talents,

as a reason why they should anew, or for the first time, consecrate them to

Christ. Parents must be made to feel the duty of training and yielding

their children to a work so inviting and remunerating. Ministers and elders

must take this matter into their special charge ; seeking to gain our j'oung

men, not by worldly considerations, whether of a literary or pecuniary sort,
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but by pointing them to the grand opportunities here afforded of usefuhiess

to God and their country through the same earnest consecration and cheer-

ful self-denial, so conspicuously illustrated in the examples of Christ and his

apostles.

Next to the provision of preachers is that of preaching places. By this

is not meant congregations, which already exist in greater numbers than we
can supply, but houses of worship for these congregations. We have cause

to understand that there can be no progressive and permanent church edi-

fication without a chui-ch edifice. It is as much needed for minister and

people as houses to live are needed for them. The attention of the Assem-

bly has been so thoroughly called to this subject, the present session, that

we need not enlarge upon it.

What we have most required is a settled policy that should not be con-

stantly discussed and revised, but that should be put into instant and per-

sistent operation. It is to be hoped, from the action just taken by this

Assembly, that we have now reached that point. We know better than

heretofore what we have need to do, and what we are able to do—that

which remains is to do it. The chief discouraging hindrance of a debated

plan being removed, let us arise and build. Let the gift fund be swelled as

the loan fund never was. The wants of the Great West have become meas-

urably appreciated by this convocation on the right bank of the Mississippi

;

and let us return to our congregations to report what our eyes have seen

and our ears heard, and thus prepare our people for new and more liberal

benefactions to this object, at some not remote day to be agreed upon for a

united effort. In this way we shall best silence the voice of complaint, [2G7]

issuing from so many promising missionary centres, and telling how the

Word of God is stayed for lack of houses of worship. The next report at

our General Assembly will be that of gratitude for the unhindered upbuild-

ing of Zion's waste places.

The money question, however, does not pertain to the Church Erection

Fund only, but to all departments of the missionary work. That it

demands new discussion is evident from the Treasurer's statistics. One
of these discloses the average annual contribution on the part of our mem-
bership of barely 63 cents, which is 5| cents per month, or a cent and a

quarter per week. If we have made advances in later over former years,

it is clear there is still wide room for improvement. It needs but a glance

at the greatness of our work to reveal the inadequacy of our efforts. It

ne?tls but another glance at the vastness of our resources to expose an

exceeding parsimony in their disposal.

One important suggestion the Committee would offer in this connection.

It relates to Christian giving as a duty to be enforced on every church not

only, but on every individual. It is. not enough that contributions should

be taken in the Sabbath congregation ; but in addition to this, or instead

of it, by collectors passing through the congregation, and calling upon each

family and person. A general observance of this plan would, it is believed,

immediately increase our total receipts 75 or 100 per cent.

The Committee recommend, that an effort be made to realize an average

contribution of at least %\ per member the present year. This would insure

a total collection of $120,000, and would require a marked advance in our

wealthy as well as feeble churches.

Meanwhile the home missionary work enlarges upon our hands, and calls for

an immediate increase of faith, labor, and prayer. There is no real source

of discouragement but in the narrowness of our own hearts. There is no

department of effort into which we have entered with any vigor, upon
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wliicli God lias not shed his approving and inspiring favor. Witness to

this the blessing attending our special effort in behalf of East Tennessee,

in a discouraged and distracted church rcinspirited, dispersed congregations

regathered, in pastors settled over long vacant parishes, and the revival of

religion experienced in unprecedented power. Witness the story told by
delegates from all parts of the land, of the descending and quickening Spirit.

Even the labors employed on behalf of our foreign population, usually

regarded as far from hopeful access, have not been without significant

results. The Presbytery of Newark, after a sixteen years' experiment
among the Germans, have now, as its fruit, six churches organized on a

Presbyterian basis, all but one furnished with houses of worship, with
settled pastors, good congregations, a vigoroits prospective growth, arid a

healthful, positive influence going out upon the surrounding population in

behalf of Sabbath observance, temperance, social order, and every [2G8]
moral and spiritual interest. The example thus set us by the Pi'esbytery

of Newark, and already emulated by Philadelphia and Cincinnati, should
rebuke the prevailing scepticism on this subject.

There is a grave responsibility laid upon us here, and we may not shirk it.

Let us remember that while the Irish immigration is fed by a home supply
of six and a half millions, the German springs from a fountain-head of forty

millions. Not to care for this industrious, enterprising, and accessible people

is to take very poor care of our own most valuable interests.

Our labors for the native freedman, so far as we have prosecuted them,
have been reasonably successful. Here, again, it is our straitened faith that

produces our limited efficiency. If the millions of China and Caffraria are to

be evangelized, how much more these multitvides at our own doors ! While
Slavery has depressed the adult negro population too low for even Christianity

easily to elevate them, it is to be noted that 1,150,000 of this race are be-

tween the ages of five and fifteen, and thus as impressible as any class of our
white population by educating and evangelizing influences. This, with the

almost equally needed work to be done for the poorer whites of the South, is

a labor sufficient of itself to tax our utmost energies.

Truly, God has everywhere set before us an open door throughout this

broad and free land, and that which we need is the strength of Christian

faith, love, and patience to pass in and occupy the goodly heritage.

The following persons are recommended for re-election in the place of

those members of the present Committee whose term of service expires with
this Assembly, viz., Jonathan F. Stearns, J). D., Rev. Charles S. Robinson,
Howard Crosby, D. D., A. C. Post, M. D., and Mr. George R. Lockwood.
The Assembly recommended that the report on the State of the Country

be read in the churches on the first Sabbath of July next.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported Overture No. 1 , and reply,

as follows

:

A church member comes before the session, makes a voluntary confession

of heretical sentiments, acknowledges a breach of covenant, and waives the
formality of a trial, in view of and in order to excommunication from the
church.

Can such church member be excommunicated on such confession and
declaration without the actual process prescribed by the Book ?

The Committee find that the question thus raised was answered substan-

tially by the last Assembly, (see Minutes, page 12 ;) and, whilst they recom-
mend that the party asking it be referred to that response, they also recom-
mend that the Assembly affirm the [269] impropriety of a church court

reaching and recording such grave result of discipline as excommunication
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from the church, without a strict adherence to those forms of fair, impartial

trial by which alone the result may be justified. If an accused person con-

fess judgment, the actual process may be shortened, but should not be dis-

pensed with.

The reply of the Committee was adopted.

The same Committee reported Overture Xo. 2, and reply, as follows

:

Overture from certain members of the Presbytery of Madison:

We desire to make the following statement and inquiries

:

A person is (we will suppose) under suspension in one of our own churches.

He removes, and unites, on examination, with another of our churches, the

session of the latter one being wholly ignorant of his former membership,

and, of course, of his suspension. The facts are, however, afterward dis-

covered.

Would this discovery, of itself, vitiate his second membership, and leave

him simply a suspended member of the former church ?

Would unworthiness for church membership, clearly manifested while in

the latter church, and before said discovery, rightfully add any efficacy toward

producing this result ?

To the first of the above questions the Committee recommend an answer

in the affirmative ; to the second, if the question mean whether the session

of the second church has jurisdiction in the case of unworthinesses manifested

in the second relation, the Committee recommend an answer in the negative
;

but if the question mean whether the unworthinesses manifested in the

second relation be proper ground of separate process by the session of the

first church, the Committee recommend an answer in the affirmative. In

respect to the whole case, the Committee agree in the statement following

:

The person, uniting with the second church on examination, unites decep-

tively. So soon as the facts in the case are ascertained by the session of this

second church, the proper order of procedure is, for this session, after confer-

ence with the accused person, to strike his name from their roll of church

members as not under their jurisdiction, to communicate their action to the

session suspending him, with the reasons for it, and to request the said

session to proceed against him, on separate process, for duplicity and dis-

order.

The reply of the Committee was adopted.

The Rev. John W. Chickering, Jr., the Delegate from the General Asso-

ciation of New Hampshire, addressed the Assembly, and was responded to by
the Moderator.

The Standing Committee on Publication presented their report, which was
adopted, and is as follows

:

[270]
The Standing Committee to whom were referred the fourteenth annual

report of the Permanent Committee on Publication and the twelfth annual

report of the Trustees of the Presbyterian House, having carefully examined

the documents placed in their hands, would respectfully submit the following :

That, from the time the Grenei'al Assembly resolved to issue a distinctive lit-

erature, bearing its own imprimatur, setting forth and defending its own doc-

trines, there has been a gradual and growing interest in the work ; doiibt and

distrust have given way to confidence ; funds and facilities of usefulness have

steadily increased ; so that now there is an open field, hearty co-operation,

and the universal conviction that the Publication cause is one of the

mightiest instrumentalities committed to the Church for her vindication,

her spiritual vitality, and her promised and permanent victory. Books

issued by her own press are both the source and the indication of ecclesi-

astical and spiritual life—a power and a blessing which it is our privilege
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to wield and to enjoy. Your Committee rejoice, therefore, that the cause

has passed the period of doubtful experiments and is now to be pushed and

prosecuted with a vigor equal to its importance and to the increasing wants

of the field that we occupy.

The past year is a prophecy of what is to be. The receipts have been

greatly in advance of any previous year, and there has been a consequent

increase in the number and value of the tracts and books issued and circu-

lated. Still the field is widening ; the calls are becoming more imperative

and universal ; the entire South and West are open ; the cry comes up from

the missionary, in his open yet half-occupied field, for books and tracts,

authorized by the Church, wherewith to supplement his labors, and this is

met by a whole chorus of voices from all the Sabbath-schools of the land,

pleading for a life-giving and heaven-inspiring literature.

God's voice to the Church in this department of service evidently is,

" Go forward." We cannot afford to pause ; we must go up and possess the

land.

It is the judgment of your Committee that some system of colportage

should be inaugurated, under the supervision of the Synods or Presby-

teries, securing a more extended circulation to the publications of the Com-
mittee. The plan suggested is this : Let each Synod or Presbytery employ

a colporteur—a theological student—whose work shall be twofold—the dis-

posal or sale of books (receiving his salary largely from commissions allowed)

and co-operation with pastors in attending social meetings and aiming to ex-

tend a deep religious interest throughout the bounds of the Presbytery or

Synod. This would help many a deserving young man in his preparatory

course, give a wide circulation to our literature, and encourage and facili-

tate the pastors in their work. As this arrangement is designed to be only

occasional and temporary, your Committee suggest that a place of sale be

designated in every principal town throughout the land, where [271] the

publications of the Committee can be obtained after the retiring colporteur

shall have sown the seed, awakened an interest, and done his work.

Your Committee beg leave to call special attention to the Hymn and Tune
Book, as in their judgment well adapted to the devotional exercises of the

lecture-room, prayer-meeting, and even to congregational singing on the

Sabbath. The book everywhere will be found a grand aid to worship.

The Presbyterian Monthly is hailed as a benediction wherever it is taken,

and the only regret is that it should not be taken by every Presbyterian

within our bounds. The information it contains is needed by every pastor

and session, while every family would be greatly enriched by its monthly

advent.

A large circulation, which, by a little effort on the part of pastors and

elders, might be realized, would make it self-supporting at the low price

of fifty cents a year. Your Committee would recommend that a copy be

sent to every pastor. " sine sumptn,''' in the hope that his church will take a

collection during the year for each of the objects represented in the Monthly.

While your Committee have suggested measures by which the remunera-

tive circulation or sale of the Committee's publications may be vastly

increased, they are not unmindful of the purely benevolent character of

the work.

Thousands of pages must be gratuitously circulated, in the hope, not of

pecuniary but of moral returns, in the actual good done, and a full reward

on the great pay-day of the world, when every man shall receive according

to his works. With this view, collections are recommended in all our

churches.
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There is one more item to wliich your Committee would call the atten-

tion of the A.ssembly—the wants of the rapidly-iucreasing German immi-

gration.

The numbers landed monthly upon our shores are immense ! These are

the most inquiring, the most given to reading, of all the people that come to

us from abroad. Though many of them are sceptical in their religious ten-

dencies, yet the Protestant portion, in their ecclesiastical affinities, are with

us. True, on their arrival, they are ignorant of us, and scepticism would

misrepresent us and mislead them ; but properly instructed by means of our

Prcsbyterial publications, they affiliate most naturally with us in doctrine

and polity, and become an element of strength. They may be easily

turned to infidelity, or to a Protestant and vital Christianity, according to

the nature of the influences first brought to bear upon them. It is the

opinion of your Committee that no more hopeful field is now open for

the circulation of our religious literature.

In conclu.sion and in review, the Committee would respectfully propose the

following resolutions

:

1. That we gratefully acknowledge the favor of God to this cause during

the past and previous years.

2. That the Synods or Presbyteries be recommended to ap[272]point

students, unemployed ministers, or earnest Christian laymen as colporteurs,

to circulate the books of the Publication Committee, and to co-operate with

pastors in every good word and work.

3. That a place of sale be designated in every important town, where it

shall be known that the Committee's publications may be obtained at the

lowest retail price.

4. That the " Social Hymn and Tune Book," recently published by the

Committee, be commended as pre-eminently adapted to social and congTega-

tional worship.

5,. That more vigorous efforts be put forth to introduce the Presbyterian

Monfhhj into all our congregations.

G. That it be recommended that annual collections be taken to aid in the

gratuitous circulation of the Committee's publications.

7. That a Special Committee of five be appointed, who shall prepare fresh

tracts and books, or, if thought desirable, tran,slations, to be published in the

German language, in co-operation with the Assembly's Publishing Com-

mittee, and who shall take into consideration the expediency of publishing

a German religious newspaper, adapted to the wants of the German popula-

tion of the country.

The following persons are nominated for that Committee : Daniel W. Poor,

D. D., George L. Prentiss, D. D., Rev. Johann U. Guenther, Rev. J. J. F.

Brunow, and Rev. Nelson Millard.

The Committee recommend that Daniel March, D. D., J. Glentworth

Butler. D. D., Mr. William F. Judson, Samuel C. Perkins, Esq., and the

Hon. William Strong, whose terms of service now expire, be re-elected for

the ensuing three years.

The Committee'would also recommend that Mr. John A. Brown, Mr. M.

W. Baldwin, Samuel H. Perkins, Esq.. Thomas Brainerd, D. D., and Ezra E.

Adams. D. D.. whose terms of service now expire, be re-elected Trustees of

the Presbyterian House for the ensuing two years.

The Rev. Phineas D. Gurley, D. D., and the Hon. Lincoln Clark, the

Delegates from the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church now in

session at the Second Presbyterian church of this city, addressed the Assem-

bly, and were responded to by the Moderator.
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The Delegation presented the following communication on behalf of that

Assembly.
Resolved, That this Assembly expresses its fraternal affection for the

other branch of the Presbyterian Church, and its earnest desire for Reunion
at the earliest time consistent with agreement in doctrine, order, and policy,

on the basis of our common standards, and the prevalence of mutual con-

fidence and love, which are so necessary to a happy union, and to the per-

manent peace and prosperity of the united Church.

Resolved, That it be recommended to all our churches, and [273] church

courts, and to all our ministers, ruling elders, and communicants, to cherish

fraternal feeling, to cultivate Christian intercourse in the worship of God, in

the promotion of the cause of Christ, and to avoid all needless controversies

and competitions adapted to perpetuate division and strife.

Resolved, That a Committee of nine ministers and six ruling elders be

appointed, provided that a similar Committee shall be appointed by the other

Assembly now in session in this city, for the purpose of conferring in regard

to the desirableness and practicability of Reunion ; and if, after conference

and inquiry, such Reunion shall seem to be desirable and practicable, to sug-

gest suitable measures for its accomplishment, and report to the next Gen-
eral Assembly.
The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported on several Overtures

relating to Reunion with the other branch of the Presbyterian Church. The
report was unanimously adopted, and is as follows

:

The Committee on the Polity of the Church report Overtures, numbered
5 to 16. on the subject of the Reunion of the two branches of the Pi'csbyterian

Church, from the Presbyteries of New York, 3d, and New York, 4th, Newark,
Dubuque, Greencastle, Alton, Steuben, Athens, Monroe, Keokuk, Long Island,

Trumbull, and San Jose. All these Presbyteries, with different degrees of

urgency, recommend to this Assembly to initiate, or to respond to, proposals

looking to an entire Reunion of the churches represented by the two General

Assemblies now in session in the city of St. Louis.

The General Assembly now in session at the Second Presbyterian church

of this city has also adopted resolutions, appointing a Committee to confer

with a similar Committee of our own Church in regard to the desirableness

and practicability of such Reunion.

Your Committee recommend to this Assembly the adoption of the follow-

ing resolutions :

Resolved, That this Assembly tender to the Assembly, representing the

other branch of the Presbyterian Church, its cordial Christian salutations

and fellowship, and the expression of its earnest wish for Reunion, on the

basis of our common standra-ds, received in a common spirit.

Resolved, That a committee of fifteen, nine of whom shall be ministers of

the Gospel, and six ruling elders, be appointed to confer on this subject, in

the recess of the Assemblies, with the Committee to be appointed by the other

General Assembly, and to report the results to the next General Assembly,
Resolved, That we enjoin upon this Committee, and upon all our ministers

and church members, to abstain from whatever may hinder a true Christian

iellowship, and to cherish and cultivate [274] those feelings and purposes,

which look to the peace and prosperity of Zion, the edifying of the body of

Christ, and the complete union of all believers, especially of those who live

in the same land, and have the same history and the same standards of doc-

tiine and polity.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions, with the names of our Com-
mittee, be sent to the other General Assembly now in session in this city.

26
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The Rev. William E. Knox, D. D., the Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D., the

Rev. Beriah B. Hotchkin, the Hon. John A. Foot, and the Hon. Henry W.
Williams, were appointed to nominate the Committee of Conference, under

the foregoing resolutions.

Adjourned until Monday, at 8* o'clock A. M.

Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 28th, 8J o'clock A. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The first half hour was occupied with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Rev. David Herron, the Delegate from the General Synod of the

Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America, addressed the Assembly,

and was responded to by the Moderator.

The following declaration in relation to intemperance was adopted :

In view of the general prevalence and great increase of intemperance in

this country, this General Assembly bears the following testimony

:

1. That we rejoice in the renewed diligence shown by the church in arrest-

ing the progress of this great evil.

2. That total abstinence from all intoxicating drinks, as a beverage, is

demanded from every Christian by the condition of society, the purity of

the Church, and the Word of God.

3. We recommend that on the last Sabbath in June next ministers in our

connection preach on the subject of intemperance.

4. The General Assembly having heard the statements made touching the

National Temperance Society, lately organized in the city of New York, and

believing its spirit and policy to be in harmony with our uttei'ances for up-

ward of fifty years past, therefore,

Resolved, That we regard the new National Temperance Society with favor,

as well adapted in the" form, vigor, and scope of its organization, to grap-

ple with the great national sin of intemperance, and as such commend it

to the faithful prayers, liberal support, and earnest co-operation of our

churches. L^^'^J

The Committee on Mileage presented their report, which was accepted,

with thanks to the Committee, and adopted, as follows

:

The Committee on Mileage respectfully report

:

That they have received, for the Commissioners' Fund $6203.34
" " « " " " Contingent Fund 430.34

$6633.68

The amount received has been disposed of as follows

:

Paid Contingent expenses , $1600.00

Paid Commissioners 73 per cent, of expenses 5033.68

6633.68

The bills of necessary traveling expenses of Commissioners make

an aggregate of $*j8
'
9. .33

Leaving a deficit of 1845.6o

Equal to 27 per cent.

Fourteen Presbyteries have failed to pay to the Commissioners' Fund, four

of whom are from California.

Twelve have paid a part only of their assessment.

The deficit would be less except for the increased expenses of the Assem-

bly in meeting at so remote a point. The liberal concession of railroad:; in

abating fare, and the increased assessment to six cents per member has
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enabled the Assembly to pay twelve per cent, more of traveling expenses

than was paid last year.

It is earnestly recommended that all the Presbyteries pay in their full

assessment to this fund rather than withhold it for distribution among their

own members.
A just and liberal distribution could then be made to all.

They recommend that the assessment of six cents per member be continued

for the next year.

The report of the Standing Committee on Sabbath-schools was taken up,

adopted, and is as follows

:

The Standing Committee on Sabbath-schools respectfully submit the fol-

lowing report

:

This Committee is now constituted for the first time in the history of our

Church, in consequence of Overtures from Presbyteries, in 'accordance with

the desire of many members of the churches and with the action of the

General Assembly of 1864.

The Committee do not hesitate to assume, that the Assembly appreciates

the value and discerns the scope of the Sabbath-school as the auxiliary of

the pulpit in the salvation of souls, as oftentimes its forerunner in the found-

ing of churches, and at all times its best substitute when the strength of

Christ's collected followers may not be sufficient to sustain the stated preach-

ing of the Word. [270]
We believe that the Sabbath-school is a nursery of the Christian Church,

one bulwark of Christian doctrine, a promoter of Christian union, and the

organizer of Christian labor. In other words, it saves the young, it secures

the faith, it settles differences, and it develops power.

The first proposition is made manifest by the fact that of 5086 members
belonging to 311 churches, (which have the last year reported to the Com-
mittee of Inquiry appointed by the Eldership,) 2387 were added from the

Sabbath-school.

The second proposition is evidenced by comparison of the lapsed convic-

tions of churches without Sabbath-schools with the sound faith of those

which sustain them. Sabbath-school work is the healthy outgrowth of a

grounded faith. The branches, leaves, and fruit return vitality to the root.

The third proposition is seen in the happy union existing between the

members of different and of the same denominations who join in Sabbath-

school enterprises. Diversities are ignored ; agreements multiply. They
sing the same Zion-songs ; they meet at the same mercy-seat; they speak

from the same platform ; they fraternize at the Union Convention
;
there is

one book, the Bible
;
one Lord, who said, " Suffer the children

;

" one Saviour,

who is the way, the truth, and the life.

The fourth proposition is demonstrated from individual experience as well

as church experience. The young Christian who lays hold of mission-school

work grows in knowledge and grace with no stinted increase, sometimes the

sad sequel of a vigorous germination. The older Christian, becoming a Sab-

bath-school teacher, exchanges spiritual sluggishness for an inspiriting vital-

ity. The Church, with a good Sabbath-school, even though in the present

small, is master of the situation.

In view of these considerations, the Assembly has ordered the appoint-

ment of a Permanent Committee on Sabbath-schools. It is recommended
that their duties (subject to future modification or enlargement,) shall be

:

1. To supervise the Sabbath-school literature of the Church in co-operation

with the Permanent Committee on Publication. Their recommendation will

promote the circulation of the many good books ; their disapproval will
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eliminate the few not good books ; their suggestions will open new classes

of subjects upon which books may be written; and even their silence will

discourage the use of weak and wordy trash.

2. To issue circulars which may help the cause, and use other appropriate

methods of the press.

3. To collect data, and from focts to work out practical theses, which may
assist pastors, superintendents, and teachers in the Sabbath-school work.

4. To promote the establishment of Sabbath-schools in localities needing

them within the bounds of the Assembly, among the freedmen of the South,

and the Germans of the West, in co-operation with the Presbyterian Com-
mittee of Home Missions. [277]

5. To promote the Sabbath-school cause in heathen lands in co-operation

with the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions.

6. To promote the establishment of Sabbath-schools in Mexico, Central

America, France, Italy, and Germany, in co-operation with the American
and Foreign Christian Union.

7. To promote the increase of the ministry through influence brought to

bear upon the Sabbath-schools, and thus prove an auxiliary of the Education

Committee.
Your Committee pass over to the Permanent Committee the consideration

of two propositions suggested by members of the Assembly. 1st. The de-

vising of a plan to be presented to the next General Assembly, by which the

students of our Theological Seminaries may receive special instruction in the

relations of the pastor to the Sabbath-school, in the best modes of conduct-

ing Sabbath-schools, and in the approved methods of Sabbath-school work.

2d. The devising of a plan, to be presented to the next Genei'al Assembly,
for the establishment of normal schools for the instruction of Sabbath-

school teachers.

Your Committee further recommend, that the Presbyteries be instructed

by the General Assembly, to appoint a presbyterial Committee on Sabbath-

schools, whose duty it shall be to attend to the interests of the Sabbath-

school cause within the bounds of the Presbytery, and that such Committee
report itself for instructions to the Permanent Committee.

It is also recommended that the Publication Committee be authorized to

send the publications of our Church to the Sabbath-school Committee in

response to their directions.

Your Committee, in the selection of names for the Permanent Committee,

have been controlled by two considerations. 1st. That a majority of the

Committee should be within easy call from a favorable centre. 2d. That
the members of the Committee shall not be pre-occupied on other Perma-
nent Committees.

The following nomination is submitted : James B. Shaw, D. D., Grosve-

nor W. Heacock, D. D., Charles Hawley, D. D., William E. Knox, D. D.,

Samuel M. Campbell, D. D., Rev. Charles P. Bush, Rev. William A. Niles,

Rev. Marvin R. Vincent, Rev. Charles E. Knox, Ralph Wells, Edwin T.

Huntington, George W. Parsons, Josiah P. Bailey, Truman P. Handy, and
Samuel Field.

In conclusion, it is recommended that the Permanent Committee hold its

first meeting at Rochester, New York, at the call of the Stated Clerk of the

Assembly ; that it be guided in its action by the practice and rules of the

other Permanent Committees ; and that its expenses for the first year be

met by individual subscriptions from residents of Western and Central New
York.

Resolved, That not less a sum than one hundred and twenty thousand dol-
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lars is necessary to carry on the work of Home Missions for the ensuing-

year, and that this General Assembly here[278]by pledge our churches to

all diligence and faithfulness in raising at least this amount.

Whereas, This Assembly, in its deliverance on the State of the Country,

has affirmed the truth, that " our most solemn national trust concerns that

patient race so long held in unrighteous bondage ;" and.

Whereas, The education of the Freedmen is essential to their endowment
with all the rights and privileges of American citizens, and is promotive of

a safe and permanent reconstruction ; therefore

Resolved, That the churches be recommended to take up collections in

behalf of the Freedmen supplementary to the regular collections for Home
Missions ;

said collections to be forwarded to such association in behalf of the

Freedmen as, by the wisdom and integrity of its management, shall best com-

mend itself to the confidence of our congregations.

The Rev. Thomas Brainerd, D. D., Chairman, the Rev. William Adams,
J). D., the Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield, D.- D., the Rev. Jonathan F. Stearns,

D. D., the Rev. Philemon H. Fowler, D. D., the Rev. James B. Shaw, D. D.,

the Rev. Henry L. Hitchcock, D. D., the Rev. Robert W. Patterson, D. D.,

and the Rev. Henry A. Nelson, D. J)., with the Hon. Joseph Allison, LL.D.,

the Hon. Henry W. Williams, and Messrs. Truman P. Handy, Robert W.
Steele, and William H. Brown, were appointed the Committee of Conference

on Reunion, with a similar Committee of the General Assembly of the

Presbyterian_Cli.urch now in session at the Second Presbyterian church of

this city.

Resolved, That this Assembly recommend that the Westminster Assembly's

Catechism be introduced as a text-book into all the Sabbath-schools under

our supervision and control, where it is not now used.

Mr. John A. Brown, Mr. Matthew W. Baldwin, Samuel H. Perkins, Esq.,

the Rev. Thomas Brainerd, D. D., and the Rev. Ezra E. Adams, J). D., were

duly elected, by ballot, Trustees of 'the Presbyterian House, to serve for

three vears.

The^Rev. J. Few Smith, D. D., the Rev. Samuel D. Burchard, D. D., and
Mr. William A. Booth, were duly elected, by ballot. Trustees of the Church
Erection Fund, to serve for three years.

The Committee to prepare a suitable response to the communication from
the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland presented several

resolutions, and a reply, which were adopted, and are as follows :

The General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland, in a letter bear-

ing date May thirtieth, 1865, having proposed to us a closer fellowship by
" the occasional visits of accredited deputies '' from our respective Churches

;

and the same proposal having been [279] confirmed in the address of the

Rev. James 3IcCosh, LL.D.. therefore

Resolved, That this Assembly cordially accede to this proposal for an

interchange of Deputies, on such specific terms as may hereafter be desig-

nated ; and that two Deputies be appointed to represent our Church at the

next General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland, in Edinburgh,
May, 1867.

Resolved, That the Committee having in charge the correspondence with

the Free Church of Scotland be authorized to make these appointments in

the name of this General Assembly.
Resolved, That we tender to the Rev. James McCosh, LL.D., our sincere

thanks for the able and eloquent manner in which he has discharged his

office as the virtual, if not technical, representative of the Free Church of

Scotland ; that we ofi"er him the assurance of our personal honor and regard

;
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and that we pray for his continued and increasing success and influence in

the great and useful labors to which his life is devoted.

ReMjlvtd. That copies of this minute be sent to the Moderator of the Free

Church of Scotland, and to the Rev. Dr. McCosh.
The Committee appointed to answer the letter addressed to our Church by

the Free Church of Scotland propose to the Assembly the following draft of

a reply.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States

of America, (N. S.,) in session at the First Presbyterian church in the city

of St. Louis, Missouri, May twenty-eighth, 1865, to the General Assembly
of the Free Church of Scotland, greeting.

Dear Brethren : The most welcome letter of your venerable Assembly,
bearing date, Edinburgh, May thirtieth, 1865, and subscribed by your Mod-
erator, the Rev. James Begg, D. D., has been received by our Assembly with

heartfelt gratitude and approval. We warmly reciprocate your affectionate

Christian salutations, and respond with lively emotions to your expressions

of sympathy and confidence, and to your proposals for a closer fellowship.

Though separated by the broad ocean, we are bound together by no ordi-

nary ties. No Church of another land has a stronger hold than yours upon
our love and honor. The one Reformed faith is our common heritage. We
express that faith in the same symbols ; we have in essence the same Pres-

byterian polity ; and we are equally engaged in kindred evangelical labors

at home and abroad. There are also between us many ties of a common
ancestry. And we venerate the names of your early Reformers ; our min-

istry are still instructed by the writings of your great divines, our faith is

strengthened by the bright example of your heroic martyrs, who fought a

good fight for religious and civil liberty ; and in your especial conflicts and
sacrifices for a Free Church you have had, these twenty years, our constant

and warmest sympathy. We honor, the high wisdom and extraordinary

[280] liberality which have made you prosperous and strong, and the new
testimony you have given to the self-sustaining power of the Christian

Church, when contending for its righteous liberties. It is a good thing that

the sacred fire kindled by the old covenanters is still burning in the heart

of Scotland, and that their flaming torches have been handed down from sire

to son. In all these things, dear brethren, we do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.

It is, then, with no ordinary satisfaction that we have received your pro-

posal for an interchange of " accredited Deputies " between our Churches, as

occasion may serve. As you will see by an accompanying minute, this

Assembly has unanimously resolved to appoint two such Deputies to repre-

sent us before your venerable body, in May, 1867. They will in due time be
named and commissioned, and we bespeak for them a fraternal welcome. We
also invite you to send Deputies to the General Assembly of our own Church
at its next sessions in the city of Rochester, in the State of New York, May,
1867, assuring them a most cordial reception.

We have this year been favored with an address, made in your behalf, by
the Rev. James McCosh, LL.D., of Belftist, Ireland, who came to us with
ample testimonials from several of the honored ministers of your Church.
Already known to us by his elaborate and thoughtful works, so important in

relation to the great conflict between Christianity and some forms of modern
infidelity, he hardly needed any external recommendation to insure him an
attentive hearing. His eloquent and sympathetic words have drawn us to

you by the cords of a common faith and love.

The sympathy you express in the calamities and sufferings brought upon
us by our recent war, in the assassination of our beloved and venerated
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President Lincoln—a martyr to the cause of human freedom—and your fer-

vent congratulations upon the abolition of Slavery throughout our States, as

well as your wise suggestions, derived in part from your British experience,

in respect to the future condition of the negro race, call for our grateful

recognition. These things have weighed, and still weigh, upon the mind and

conscience of this nation. God has guided us by his wonder-working provi-

dence, bringing good out of evil. He has sorely chastised us for our national

sins, and we bow in penitence, yet in ti'ust, beneath his mighty hand. He
has indeed caused the wrath of man to promote His own high purposes of

grace and wisdom. And in the difficulties and perplexities that still beset

our path, in the vast social and political, as well as religious, problems that

we are called upon to solve, we humbly invoke and rely upon His wisdom
and grace. Here too we feel assured that your prayers will mingle with

ours.

You say that " the divergence of sentiment and action formerly existing

between us," on the question of Slavery, " has now ceased ;" and " as there is

really nothing now to prevent a complete and cordial understanding between

the British and the American Churches, we take the earliest possible oppor-

tunity of [281] giving utterance to this conviction and desire of our hearts."

We thank you for these words ; we unite with you in the petition for the

removal of all estrangements, and the establishment not only of our old, but

even of a better and nearer, fellowship. And because of this our common
wish and purpose, we are emboldened to say to you, with the utmost Chris-

tian frankness as well as affection, that during the progress of our recent and

terrible struggle for the very life of our nation, involving as it did by a vital

necessity the emancipation of the slaves, we have at times been deeply

pained and grieved, by the apparent indifference of the British Churches to

the great principles and the manifest moral issues that were here at stake.

From the beginning of the gi'eat rebellion, our American Churches, as with

one voice, proclaimed the real nature of the contest. Our own Assembly
never faltered or wavered in the declarations, that it was essentially a con-

flict between freedom and slavery, and that national unity was necessary to

national freedom. And we shall evermore regret that, in our darkest days,

when we were in travail in the throes of a new birth, and when sympathy

would most have cheered our hearts, we had, with few exceptions, such

slight encouragement from those so nearly allied to us in faith, and in the

fundamental principles of civil and religious liberty. But these dark hours

are past, nevermore we trust to return ; and we are glad that the clouds are

dispersing, and the mists vanishing away, and that we are coming to see eye

to eye, and to know better each other's heart and mind.

You allude to the interest with which you " shall watch the future history

of the negro race within our borders." The views of this Assembly on some

of the points herein involved are set forth in a Declaration just adopted on

the State of the Country, a copy of which will be sent to you. The freedom

of that unhappy and long-suffering race has been bought at a great price of

blood and treasure. Slavery is now prohibited by an amendment to the

Constitution. The civil rights of the freedmen have been secured by law.

Other guarantees will doubtless follow in due time. This nation is under

the most solemn responsibility as to the future destiny of this class of its

citizens. 3Ieanwhile, our chief reliance must be on those social, moral, and

religious influences which alone can make men fit for freedom and truly free
;

and which alone can fully restore the union of these States, and bind us

together in a common brotherhood.

In these troubled times, even when the horrors of war were upon us, the
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G-reat Head of the Church has given us fresh occasion to magnify His faith-

fulness. Our American Churches, no less than our Republic, have emerged

from this conflict still strong in their faith and order. The principles of our

American Christianity have received a new vindication. Our benevolent

contributions have been constantly increasing. And we are now girding

ourselves for the great task that is laid upon us, especially in our Southern

and Western States, among our freedmen and [282] our emigrant population,

and against the progress of Romanism, of materialism, and of a false

rationalism, in humble reliance, as we trust, upon the grace and wisdom of

Him, who will not leave us if we lean upon His mighty arm, and follow the

guidance of His all-wise providence. An increased desire for Christian union

too has been kindled throughout our land. J^Iany of our churches also have

been visited with fresh outpourings of the Spirit of grace, showing that the

Lord is at work amongst us as of old.

We, too, desire with you, in a special manner, a closer fellowship between

the Presbyterian Churches in our own and other lands. We are glad to see

the movements in this direction in England and Scotland, and in your colo-

nial dependencies. The same spirit is at work among ourselves. The two

great branches of the Presbyterian Church in this country are drawing

nearer together ; this year they have touched each other ; and each of

our Assemblies has appointed a Committee of Conference on Reunion. Our
Deputies will inform you of the progress of this desirable object. And we
fervently hope that here, as never before, all Christian Churches may forget

their lesser differences, and unite together, as far as possible, in the great

work of the Lord.

Dear brethren, beloved in the Lord, we send to you these our Christian

salutations, beseeching you to pray for us. We commend you unto God,

and to the word of His grace. May the one Great Head of the Church
bless you with all spiritual blessings ! May our Churches and our lands

live in amity and unity ! May we all live for the glory of God in the

kingdom of His Son our Loi'd, to whom be praise evermore. Amen.
The report of the Special Committee on Overture No. 14 of the last As-

sembly was taken from the docket. Pending its consideration, the Assembly
Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 28th, 3 o clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The consideration of the report of the Special Committee on Overture No.

14 of the last Assembly was resumed. The report was adopted, and is as

follows

:

[283]
The undersigned, a Special Committee, to whom was referred Overture

No. 14, to the General Assembly of 1865, together with the report of a

former Committee thereon, and who were instructed to report to the present

Assembly, respectfully submit the following

:

The Overture is in these words :
" When the judicatory have proceeded,

in accordance with Chapter IV., section 13, of the Book of Discipline, to take

the testimony in the case of an accused person, may they proceed to pass

judgment thereon, as if he were present, or shall he be left simply under
censure for contumacy ?"

The question thus presented is exclusively one of power. It is not

whether, in all cases, it is advisable that a church judicatory should pro-

ceed to a final determination of the case : nor is it what has been the usage
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in some of the tribunals of the Church
;
but it is strictly, What does the

Book of Discipline authorize ? It is freely admitted, that a long course of

usage under a statute is no inconsiderable evidence of the meaning of that

statute ; but it must be a usage growing out of the enactment itself, and
claimed to have been authorized by it. Mere neglect to exercise powers
conferred is no proof that they w-ere not granted. Had the fathers of the

Church generally decided that, by the fourth chapter of the Book of Dis-

cipline, no power is recognized in a judicatory to proceed to the trial of an
accused person when he has refused to obey its citations, that his contuma-
cious refusal must arrest all steps to purify the Church of the offence

charged, beyond taking evidence to prove that offence, and had such a

construction of the Book been generally accepted, it ought to have weight
in answer to this Overture. But there is no evidence that any such judi-

cial construction has been generally given to the language of the Book.
Undoubtedly there have been differences of opinion, and, possibly, it may
have been decided in some judicatory, that jurisdiction over an offence

chai-ged is necessarily suspended, whenever an accused person disobeys the

citations ; but this is of little value in determining what the framers of the

Book of Discipline meant by its directions respecting process, trial, and
judgment. It is much more important that, in certain cases, where the

proof is clear, as where the accused has confessed his guilt, or where he has
been convicted of violating the civil law and has absconded, church sessions

have been accustomed to proceed to trial and judgment, notwithstanding a

refusal of the accused to appear in answer to citations. Such cases are

judicial assertions of power, never denied, so far as we are informed.

But there is not enough in judicial decision nor in authoritative usage to

settle the question. After all, it must be answered from the Book ; and the

true inquiry is, what is the fair interpretation of the rules laid down in the

fourth chapter. A universally recognized rule of construction is, that, when
the purpose of a statute is clear, the means given for effectuating it are to

be in[284]terpreted with reference to the purpose, and, if possible, so as to

secure its accomplishment. Now the ends of discipline are clearly defined.

They are declared, by the second section of the first chapter, to be " the re-

moval of offences, the vindication of the honor of Christ, the promotion of

the purity and general edification of the Church, and also the benefit of the

offender himself." The fourth chapter contains the directions given to

church judicatories, by which these ends are to be secured. Manifestly,

they were intended to be a complete and efficient system adequate to the

purposes in view. If they fail of that, the avowed object of their fi-amers

is defeated. Then there is no power to remove an offence in any case where
the alleged offender refuses to submit himself to txial. Plainly, it is the offence

charged which is sought to be removed, either by bringing the offender to

repentance', or by the judgment of the Church upon it, and ultimately,

if necessary, removing the offender. It is from tliat offence the Church is

to be purified, and the honor of Christ vindicated, for by that offence the

evil has been done. Anything, that comes short of discipline for that, fails

of accomplishing the avowed purposes, for which the directions of the fourth

chapter were prescribed. Contumacious disobedience of citations is another

distinct offence, punishment for which is entirely collateral to discipline for

the cause that induced the commencement of the process. It is contempt
of the lawful authority of the Church, and suspension for it is summary
punishment for the collateral offence alone. Neither directly nor indirectly

is it an expression of opinion, respecting the delinquent's guilt or innocence

of the charge preferred originally against him. Suspension for contumacy
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would be proper, without regard to anything beyond it. It is quite con-

ceivable that an accused person may wilfully disobey citations, and yet be

innocent of the charges made against him. It certainly would be an anom-
aly in any judicial proceeding to hold, that a penalty inflicted for a col-

lateral offence vindicates the law against another and possibly much greater

crime.

If, therefore, the defined ends of discipline are to be secured, a church

session must have power to proceed to trial and judgment, though the

accused person refuse to obey the citations duly served upon him ; and it is

not to be concluded without clear evidence, that means given to secure those

ends are inadequate. When the meaning of the language used in the fourth

chapter is sought, the best guide to it will be found in the paramount inten-

tion the language was designed to subserve. The directions given must be

construed consistently with that intention
; to further rather than to defeat

it. Looking then to the sections of the fourth chapter, and regarding them
as part of a system designed for the purposes above mentioned, to be inter-

preted so as to harmonize with those purposes as well as with each other,

the conclusion seems inevitable that, whenever an accusation has been made
against a church member, and a church judicatory has entered judicially

upon its consideration, and obtained jurisdiction [285] by service of cita-

tions upon him, it may go on to final judgment, though he refuses to obey
the citations. It is observable that the entire fourth chapter is but an out-

line of process. It does not undertake to prescribe minutely each step that

may be taken. It does not even expressly authorize a judicatory to proceed

to trial in any case. It rather assumes that, having taken judicial cogni-

zance of the proceeding, the tribunal will go to trial and judgment. Like a

writ of summons in a civil court, the citation is notice that the judicatory

has assumed jurisdiction of the case, and that it will proceed to its final

determination. When that notice has been given, as prescribed, it is con-

templated rather than expressly required, that witnesses will be examined
;

that a trial will be proceeded with, and that a judgment will be given. All

these things are implied from what is directed respecting them. They are

not affirmatively enjoined, or even permitted. Thus it is said, " witnesses

shall be examined in the presence of the accused, or at least after he shall

have received a citation to attend." and that he shall be permitted to ask any

questions tending to his exculpation. This is a regulation of the mode of

examination, not a direct gift of power to take testimony, yet the implica-

tion of power is irresistible. The fourteenth section prescribes certain tilings

before proceeding to trial ; and the fifteenth declares that the trial shall be

fair and impartial ; but nowhere is it said there shall be a trial. The
sixteenth section requires the judgment to be regularly entered on the

record
;
but no section in words authorizes a judgment. Everywhere it is

assumed that these successive steps in a judicial proceeding may be taken.

It would be a rash conclusion from the absence of a specific grant of these

powei's to deny any right to take testimony, to try, and to give judgment.

The powers are not only to be implied, but they are comprehensively given

by the general provision of the first section, that '• the judicatory shall

judicially take the offence into consideration, when all other means of

removing it have failed ;" and they are included also in the directions to

issue citations. Nor is there any substantial distinction made, between cases

in which the accused yields obedience to the citations and those in which he

is contumaciously disobedient. The thirteenth section is the only one that

is supposed to make a difference. By that a second citation is required, to

be accompanied with a notice, that, if the person cited do not appear at the
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time appointed, the judicatory, " besides censuring him for his contumacy,
will, after assigning some person to manage his defence, proceed to take the
testimony in his case, as if he were present." It has sometimes been asked,

if it was intended that the judicatory might proceed in such a case to final

judgment, Why was not notice required that they would thus proceed?
Why limit the notice to taking testimony ? These questions are easily

answered. A notice that the judicatory will proceed to trial and decision

would be unnecessary and superfluous. It has already been given in the
assumption of jurisdiction over the [286] case and in the citations; but
notice of taking testimony is a diflerent matter. Separate notice of that is

generally given in all judicial proceedings. Its design is to give a party an
opportunity to cross-examine the witnesses produced against him. And, as

the judgment in all ecclesiastical courts must be founded upon evidence, as

a judgment for default of appearance is not authorized, it is proper that the

accused should have special notice of taking the testimony, though he may
refuse to appear in answer to the citation. In fact, however, notice that the

testimony will be taken is notice that the judicatory will go on with the
trial ; for taking testimony is a part of trial, its first stage. Undue infer-

ences are therefore drawn from the form of the notice, if it is supposed to

indicate that the proceedings are to stay, when the testimony shall have
been taken. At most, it raises but a very feeble implication that, because
notice of one thing is requii'ed, (a thing very peculiar in itself, and always
demanding a special notice.) therefore nothing else can be done. A similar

mode of reasoning would render a trial in any case impossible.

Moreover, the thirteenth section affords strong affirmative evidence, that a

trial and judgment wei'e contemplated by its framers, notwithstanding the

refusal of the accused to obey the citations. The evidence is found in the
notice that the judicatory will assign some person, not to appear for the ac-

cused at the examination of witnesses, but to " manage his defence." The
idea of defence in a judicial proceeding is inseparable from answer or trial.

If, therefore, the non-appearing accused has a defence to be managed, he has
an answer to be put in, a trial to undergo. Taking testimony in support
of the accusation is no part of the defence. Cross-examination of the wit-

nesses may be a part, but the appointee of the judicatory is to manage the
whole.

It may also be argued that the provision for taking testimony at all, when
an accused person fails to respond to the citation, implies that the case may
proceed to a final determination. For what purpose take testimony, if no
action is to be based upon it? If it be said, to preserve it for use when the
accused, repenting of his contumacy, may choose to appear for trial, it may
be answered, that no such purpose appears in the Book. None of the pro-

visions usual, when the object sought to be accomplished is the perpetuation
of testimony, are even hinted at. By the sixteenth section, the judgment is

required to be entered upon the records of the judicatory, but nothing is said

of the preservation of unused evidence. It is not even required to be reduced
to writing, unless demanded by one of the parties.

It may also be argued from the language of the fourteenth section, that a
trial for the offence charged is intended, though the citations have been dis-

obeyed. In that section, it is said, that judicatories, " before proceeding to
trial," " ought to ascertain that their citations have been duly served on the
persons for whom they were intended." If a person cited is in attendance,
nothing is to be ascertained respecting the service of the citation. It is [287]
plain, therefore, that this injunction refers mainly, at least, to proceeding to

trial of an absent accused, and it assumes that the judicatory will, after
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having assured itself of the service of the citations, go on to adjudicate the

case. The section is susceptible of no other meaning.

A similar implication is found in the next section, the fifteenth, which

declares that " the trial .shall be fair and impartial," and that " the witnesses

shall be examined in the presence of the accused, or, at least, after he shall

have received due citation to attend." This is a regulation of the mode of

trial, and it is expressly made applicable both to cases where the accused

yields obedience to the citation, and to cases where he does not. With these

harmonize the sixteenth section, which assumes that there will be a judg-

ment ; and the seventeenth, nineteenth, and twentieth sections, prescribing

the discipline to be administered in the event of conviction. The last of these

directs excommunication in certain cases. Its fair interpretation evidently is,

that the ground of such extreme action is. not contumacy in disobeying process,

but the gross offence charged, to answer for which the accused had been cited.

Taking all these sections into consideration, and regarding them as parts

of one system, as having reference to the same subject-matter, and designed

to secure the ends avowed, the Committee are constrained to regard them as

applicable to the course of proceeding through all the stages of trial, alike

in cases where the accused does not appear in obedience to the citations, as

when he does. In both, the judicatory is empowered to proceed to trial and

to final judgment.

To this conclusion an objection has sometimes been urged, that, at first

mention, seems to have some plausibility. It is, that trial of a person in his

ab.sence, and the rendition of judgment against him, are in conflict with com-

mon right and justice; that even criminal courts in State govei'nments do

not try offenders in their absence, and that ecclesiastical courts ought to avoid

e:c parte proceedings. The objection aims less at the power of a judicatory,

as recognized by the Book of Discipline, than it does at the policy of exer-

cising it. But it misapprehends what are acknowledged common right and

justice, what are the proceedings of courts of law and equity in analogous

cases, and what are ex parte proceedings. Nowhere is it held, that a man
may not deny himself his plainest rights While he may not be tried for an

alleged offence without having an opportunity to be heard, he has no just

cause to complain of a trial to which he has been summoned by a tribunal

having jurisdiction, and which he has persistently refused to attend. In such

a case, it is he who throws away his own rights. They are not taken from

him. This is a principle universally recognized in courts of civil law and of

equity, and such courts go further. They con.strue a refusal to obey process

requiring an appearance, as a substantial confession of the complaint, and

they render judgment accordingly. It is [288] true. State courts, having

criminal jurisdiction, do not try persons for crimes and misdemeanors in their

absence. This is for two reasons. They have power to compel attendance,

which ecclesiastical courts have not; and the punishments they inflict affect

the life, the liberty, or the property of the convicted criminal. In fact, they

concern the life or the liberty of the accused ; for even if the penalty be only

a fine, its payment is usually enforced by detention in custody until sati.sfac-

tion be made. But ecclesia.stical tribunals can pronounce no judgment that

touches either the life, the liberty, or the property of the accused. Their

sentences are peculiar. Indeed, it is asserting a false analogy to assimilate

a trial before a church session to an indictment and trial in a criminal court.

It bears a much stronger resemblance to proceedings very common in courts

of law, in which members of associations or corporations are called upon to

respond for some alleged breach of corporate duty, for which they are liable

to be punished by the imposition of penalties or by a motion from member-
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ship. In such cases, when the person summoned refuses to obey the mandate
of the writ, courts proceed at once to dispose of his case and render final

judgment. No one ever supposed that by so doing injustice was done; or

that any right of the accused was invaded. Much less can he complain, who
has been cited to answer an accusation taken into judicial cognizance by a

church judicatory, and who has contumaciously refused to obey the citation,

if the tribunal proceed to try the case, presuming nothing against him but

contumacy from his refusal, but founding its judgment solely upon the testi-

mony of witnesses. This objection, therefore, when examined, appears to be

without substance.

In conclusion, it remains only to recommend, as the opinion of the Com-
mittee, that the Overture be answered by a declaration of the Assembly,

that in the case proposed, the judicatory may proceed to trial and final judg-

ment, as if the accused were present.

The Committee of Conference on Reunion with the General Assembly,

now in session at the Second Presbyterian church of this city, were author-

ized to fill any vacancies that may occur in their number.
The following preamble and resolution were adopted

:

Whereas^ Mr. Joseph M. Wilson, of Philadelphia, has for some time been

engaged in collecting information regarding the history of Presbyterian

churches, to be published in his Presln/Terian Historical Almanac ; therefore.

Resolved^ That the ministers and elders of the churches under the care of

this General Assembly be earnestly requested to co-operate with Mr. Wilson
in his valuable labors in behalf of the Church.

A communication was read from the Rev. Elbert S. Porter, [289] D. D.,

the Delegate from the General Synod of the Reformed Protestant Dutch
Church in North America.

A report was received from the Rev. Grosvenor W. Heacock, D. D., one

of the Delegates to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church that

met, in 1865, at Pittsburgh, Pa., which was accepted, and ordered to be

printed in the Appendix to the Minutes.

The Standing Committee to nominate Delegates to Corresponding Bodies

presented their report, which was adopted, and is as follows

:

1. Tlie General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States

of America, that met this year at the Second Presbyterian church of St.

Louis, Mo.—Rev. Edward D. Morris, D. D., of the Presbytery of Franklin,

and Edward D. Mansfield, LL.D., of the Presbytery of Cincinnati, principals
;

and Rev. E. Perkins Pratt, D. D., of the Presbytery of Scioto, and Franklin

V. Chamberlain, of the Presbytery of Cincinnati, alternates.

2. The General Assembly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church—Rev.

Henry Little, of the Presbytery of Madison, principal ; and Rev. Joseph

Chester, of the Presbytery of Cincinnati, alternate.

3. The General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church of Korth
America—Rev. Henry L. Hitchcock, D. D., of the Presbyter}'' of Cleveland

and Portage, principal ; and Rev. Richard Craighead, of the Presbytery of

Meadville, alternate.

4. The General Synod of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church in Korth
America—Rev. Joel Parker, D. D., of the Presbytery of Newark, principal

;

and Rev. Alfred E. Campbell, D. D., of the Presbytery of New York, Third,

alternate.

5. The General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North
America—Rev. Elias J. Richards, of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Fourth,

principal ; and Rev. Thomas J. Shepherd, D. D.. of the Presbytery of Phila-

delphia, Fourth, alternate.
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6. TJte General Convention of the Congregational Churches of 3faine—
Rev. Stephen Bush, of the Presbytery of Albany, principal; and Rev. A.

Bordman Lambert, D. D.. of the Presbytery of Troy, alternate.

7. Tlie General Convention of Vermont—Rev. Jonathan H. Noble, of the

Presbytery of Troy, principal ; and Rev. Edwin A. Bulkley, of the Presby-

tery of Champlain, alternate.

8. The General Association of Keio Hampshire—Rev. D. Howe Allen,

D. D., of the Presbytery of Cincinnati, principal ; and Rev. Abbott E.

Kittredge. of the Presbytery of New York, Fourth, alternate.

9. The General Association of Massachusetts—Rev. Francis S. McCabe, of

the Presbytery of Logansport, principal ; and Rev. Henry M. Field, D. D.,

of the Presbytery of New York, Fourth, alternate.

10. The General Association of Connecticut—Rev. Conway P. [290] Wing,

D. J)., of the Presbytery of Harrisburgh, principal
;
and Rev. T. Ralston

Smith, of the Presbytery of New York, Third, alternate.

11. The Presbyterian and Congregational Convention of Wisconsin—Rev.

George I. King, D. D., of the Presbytery of Schuyler, principal ; and Rev.

Edward A. Pierce, of the Presbytery of Chicago, alternate.

12. Tlie Union of Evangelical Churches of France—Rev. Azariah El-

dridge, D. D., of the Presbytery of Detroit.

The Committee on the Narrative presented their report, which was

adopted, and ordered to be printed in the Appendix to the Minutes of

this Assembly.
Adjourned until 8 o'clock this evening.

Concluded with prayer.

Mondfiy, May 28th, 8 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

It was
Resolved, That this General Assembly take peculiar pleasure in here

publicly recording their warmest gratitude for the large and generous pro-

vision made for their comfort and enjoyment by the people of St. Louis, in

circumstances of great difficulty, owing to the unexpected presence of so

many Delegates from other religious bodies as their guests. That we
specially tender sincere thanks to the Committee of Arrangements, the

honored pastor of the First Presbyterian church and his excellent people

for their thoughtful regard and provident arrangements for all our sessions,

and their kind and persistent efforts to make their homes our own during our

stay: also to the president of the Iron Mountain Railroad Company, for the

pleasant excursion to Pilot Knob, and his personal attentions on that occa-

sion ; to the Mercantile Library Association, to the president of the Public

School Library Society, to the president of the City University, and to the

directors of the Girls' Industrial School, for invitations to visit these respec-

tive institutions ; to the superintendent of public schools, for copies of the

last report ; to the St. Louis Transfer Company, for the generous offer of

their omnibuses ; to the four boat companies Avho have furnished dinners,

from day to day, to many of our members from a distance ; to the several

railroad companies who have granted the Commissioners a reduced fare

over their roads ; to the press of St. Louis, and especially the Missouri

Daily Democrat, for faithful reports, and a full report of our proceedings

in pamphlet ; and also, to our beloved and excellent Moderator, for the

promptness with which he has [291] so cheerfully, ably, and impartially

presided over our deliberations ; and, as we say farewell to the people

with whom it has been ' our delightful privilege to mingle in heavenly

places in Christ Jesus,
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Resolved^ Tliat it is in all our hearts to pray constantly that grace, mercy,

and peace from our common Lord may ever remain with them.

Resolved., That it is inexpedient, during the sessions of this Assembly, to

elect Trustees of the General Assembly, and Directors of the Theological

Seminaries.

Resolved, That the Minutes of the Assembly, with the usual Appendix,

and the reports of the Treasurers of the Permanent Committees, be printed

under the direction of the Stated Clerk.

The janitor's bill, the bills for stationery and printing, the traveling ex-

penses of the Delegates to Foreign Bodies, and the salaries and traveling

expenses of the Stated and Permanent Clerks, were ordered to be paid.

The Roll was called, and the following persons were found to be absent

without leave: Rev. Messrs. Joseph A. Ranney, Ebenezer Buckingham,

George C. Noyes, George 0. Little, and John W. Cunningham ;
and Messrs.

Luther Edgerton, Lewis Martin, Joshua Moore, Manley Rogers, Edwin S.

Wells, and Horatio Newhall, M. D.

The Minutes of the last session and of this session were read and ap-

proved.

The business of the Assembly having been completed, and the vote taken

for the dissolution of the Assembly, the Moderator, with prayer and the

apostolic benediction, declared the Assembly dissolved, and required another

Assembly, chosen in the same manner, to meet at the Brick Presbyterian

church of the city of Rochester, N. Y., on the third Thursday of May,

A. D. 1867.

J. GLENTWORTH BUTLER, Permanent Clerk.

APPENDIX.

ANNUAL NARRATIVE

Op the State of Religion within the Bounds op the Presbyterian
Church in the United States of America, May, 1866.

EiCxHTY-nine of the one hundred and nine Presbyteries on our Roll have

forwarded their annual reports of the state of religion for e-xaiuination. It

would hardly be possible to find stronger proofs or happier illustrations of

God's faithfulness to his covenant people, than are found in these reports.

The condition of our Church at the beginning of the year was eminently

prosperous. It had gathered strength from the trials of the " perilous

times " just passed ; confidence from the final victory of those great princi-

ples of equity, in the advocacy of which it had taken a high and distinctive

position among sister Churches ; and encouragement from signal tokens of

divine favor in every sphere of its activity. All the agencies of its organic

life and growth were in complete order and active employment. Better than

all, the spiritual life, by which its union with Christ is maintained, and from

which it derives all its divine power, was pervading its members and prompt-

ing them to greater zeal and diligence in their Master's work. Revivals of

religion had been remarkably prevalent. One hundred and thirteen churches

were reported to have enjoyed them during the previous year. These proofs

of God's favor for the churches had awakened an expectation of greater

favor, and had stirred them with desire for larger measures of his gracious

influence in aid of their eiforts for the conversion of souls. The " Narra-

tives " of that time show this very clearly. In one, these words occur :
" Our
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churches are anxiously looking for those Pentecostal seasons which shall

result in the conversion of the world." And again, in another: " Some are

expecting a more copious outpouring of God's Spirit than has been enjoyed

for the last thirty years."

These feelings were more fully reflected by the last General Assembly.

It was called " the praying Assembly." Its example has been followed

through all the year, by the churches whose faith found utterance in its

prayers.

The Prayerfulness of the Churches

is the first noticeable peculiarity of all their reports. The patriotism, which
once prayed for victories of arms, has plead for those greater victories of

divine mercy in turning the nation to righteousness, without which it must
yet be lost. Love for Zion has plead for its enlargement, as no less to the

glory of its King than to the national welfare. Parental love has prayed
for the conversion of youth surrounded by the terrible perils of abounding
wickedness. In short, all the public sympathies, personal interests, and
religious aifections of Christians have seemed alike to centre in supplication

for a greater reviving than the churches of this country have ever experi-

enced.

This so universal and earnest prayer has been answered in

A Great Outpouring of God's Spirit.

The number of Narratives which do not speak of this gracious visitation

is very small. Two hundred and fourteen revivals are specially mentioned.

The blessing is so generally shared by the churches in some Presbyteries,

that all are massed together in the Narratives as " greatly revived," and no

mention is made of any one in particular—a fault of the Narratives readily

pardoned when there is such a cause for it. The few Presbyteries not visited

by the Spirit are earnestly inquiring, " Why are we passed by ?" a marked
indication of the general prosperity with which their own condition is con-

trasted, and yet a promising omen of a better future.

The power and depth of the revivals have varied much, as in the history

of revivals generally. The Presbytery of Cayuga says :
" The work in

Auburn has been more powerful than any previous work since 1883."

Several other Presbyteries speak of the work as " more powerful than has

been witnessed for many years." On the other hand, a larger number speak

of having received " gentle dews " and " showers," instead of " copious

rains." The extensiveness of the Spirit's influence, rather than the intensity

of its manifestations, is noticeable in all the reports.

The subjects of the work have been mainly youth between twelve and

twenty. The Presbytery of Bloomington says of the work in Bloomington

:

" Most of the young people have been converted." Many of the Presby-

teries speak of their revivals as having " commenced in the Sabbath-school."

Rarely, however, have they been confined to Sabbath-schools. The Presby-

tery of Chemung says of the revival in Elmira :
" Hundreds of children, and

youth, and full aged men and women were converted." The same state-

ments, in substance, are made respecting the revivals in Brooklyn, Auburn,
Cleveland, Springfield, 111., Peoria, and numerous other places. In some
places none but adults have been converted. Special mention is made in the

Narratives of some of our Western colleges. Many young men have been

converted in Knox and Western Reserve colleges, who will devote them-

selves to the ministry.

The chief agencies of the work have been " the ordinary means of grace."
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The Narratives are quite definite on tliis point, of which this one may serve

for an example :
" These revivals have originated in the ordinary means of

grace—earnest prayer and the preaching of the Gospel of Christ—and have
been attended with no special excitement." One evangelist is mentioned in

the Narratives—Kev. E. P. Hammond, of the Presbytery of New York,

Third—whose labors are spoken of with gratitude as very abundant and
fruitful. The special process of conversion peculiar to these revivals is well

stated by the Presbytery of Chemung :
" Salvation through Jesus Christ was

proclaimed ; men heard ; the Holy Spirit moved them
; they received the

truth ; they repented of their sins ;
and turned in simple faith to Christ."

A marked feature of all the revivals is, that they have been most fruitful

in churches under the care of settled pastors.

The ingathering is yet going forward ; therefore, it is impossible to state

the number of conversions. The language of the Narratives as to this is

uniform :
" The results of this precious work cannot be measured by us."

Indeed, but few Presbyteries state the number of additions to the churches.

The ' statistical reports " of six Presbyteries give an aggregate of ten hun-

dred and forty-eight additions by profession. A number of churches have

doubled their membership
;
several have received over two hundred, on pro-

fession of faith, since their revivals began.

Will the Work Continue?

The eye of fiiith can see many promising omens of its continuance.
" The cloud of mercy " yet hangs above all our churches, and those which
continue to ask its refreshing influences continue to receive them. In some
places earnest Christians—veterans in Christ's service, in common with

young converts—are attempting to reach the masses outside all the circles

of sanctuary influence and Christian society ; and this attempt to spread the

Gospel leaven is attended with no little success. Such a combination of

work with prayer is sure to secure the continuance of the revival.

Home Missions.

The organic life of our Church, though healthy and vigorous before this

era of revivals, has manifestly received an unusual quickening from them.

Not only is there great activity in the administrative and executive depart-

ments of our Home Missionary enterprise, but also a positive development
of Gospel life and pow^r, through that activity, which is appearing in the

best fruits of practical evangelism. Three thousand five hundred conver-

sions are reported by our Home Missionaries. Fifty churches have been
organized, and many old churches which were nearly dead have been resus-

citated. In Missouri there seems to be nothing wanting to multiply such

fruits a thousandfold, but ministers to preach the Gospel, and sanctuaries

within which to gather not only the converts made, but large numbers of

Christian kindred, who are already waiting for our Church to provide them
Sabbath-homes.

But with all the increasing growth of our Church through its own distinct

agencies, there is still the kindliest feeling toward other denominations of

like '• pi'ecious faith." There is noticeable in the Narratives, moreover, a

strong desire for a

Reunion with the Other Branch,

as soon as Providence may prepare the way for it. This desire is thus dis-

tinctly declared by one of the Eastern Presbyteries :
" We now greatly and

27
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unanimously desire union with the other branch of the Presbyterian

Church." The argument used by this Presbytery for reunion is, that it

occupies the same field and bears the same nauie with an 0. S. Presbytery,

and that the two could work together much more effectively for Christ's

kingdom than they are now doing in separate organizations.

The Power of the Church in 3Ioral PtEFORMS.

One of the best evidences of the genuineness of the revivals now in

pi'ogress is the fact, that nearly every Presbytery which speaks of enjoying

them mentions also a decrease of the common vices of society—of "intem-

perance" especially.

It is noteworthy that the few Presbyteries, which mourn the absence of

God's Spirit and their own spiritual declension, speak the most discourag-

ingly of the prevalence of these vices. One of the Eastern Presbyteries

says :
" It has not been a year of revivals. . . . Intemperance is doing its

fearful work the length and breadth of our extended field. The pulpit, in

general, does not appear to have spoken out upon the subject, and the people

seem willing to have it so."

It is equally deserving of mention, on the other hand, that in some
places, where the Spirit of God has been poured out the most abundantly,

the work of revival began in an open and bold attack of all the most prom-

inent vices of society. Not only was repentance preached, but the sins

pointed out of which men must repent. The La Fayette avenue church of

Brooklyn furnishes a notable instance of this kind. Its revival began with

an "earnest tempei'ance movement." Large and influential public meetings

were held, and many took the pledge of total abstinence from intoxicating

drinks.

Taking this as an example of the work of our revivals generally, it must
be that much has been done by them for purifying society, and that more
will be accomplished by them as that work advances.

Sabbath-schools

are mentioned in all the Narratives as in a very flourishing condition. The
mission schools maintained in our cities and large towns are attracting

much attention, as opening the most direct avenues for reaching the uncon-
verted masses ; and, also, as laying foundations for future churches in im-

portant localities.

Efforts for the Freedmen.

Our Presbyteries in East Tennessee are the o)ily ones which are in direct

contact with any considerable number of this large and important class.

These Presbyteries report the organization of churches and of Sabbath-
schools for their especial benefit, which are said to be in a good condition.

Oar churches have generally contributed for their relief and religious cul-

ture through the various " commissions ' which are caring for them, and
will continue to do so until some systematic beneficence of their own can
be attempted.

The Benevolence of the Church

is shown, by the Narratives, to be somewhat- on the increase. The aggre-

gate of contributions to its own treasuries is larger than during any previous

year. Yet the standard of giving is below the real ability of the Church,
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as a whole, and is still further below the demands of its great and con-

stantly increasing work.

It is noticeable in the Statistical Reports, that some of the Presbyteries

which are the least wealthy, rank tiie highest in liberality. One of this

class, which has but two strong churches on its Roll, has given for Home
Missions during the year an average of eighty-seven cents a member. If all

our churches had given on the same scale, the Assembly's Home Mission

Committee would have received $124,971.15, instead of the "less than

$92,000 '" actually paid in, and would have been out of debt.

The amounts given for " Foreign Missions," and for Education for the

Ministry, are equally below what ought to have been contributed. The
true principle of contributing to the Church is that upon which we act in

providing for our families, namely, to furnish supplies above actual wants,

rathev than below them.

Outward Prosperity.

Frequent mention is made, in the Narratives, of " large and increasing

congregations," of " the building of new sactuaries," of " high social posi-

tion," of " the payment of church debts," of " increasing the salai'ies of

pastors," and of many other like things, which indicate a high degree of out-

ward prosperity, and promise a rapid growth of the churches generally.

The only exceptions to be found show themselves where, of necessity,

they must exist—in the new missionary fields, where the foundations of

Zion are just being laid, and in the missionary fields of the extreme East,

from which emigration is constantly bearing away much of the consecrated

wealth and talent of the churches. The wants of the first are mentioned in

every Narrative from frontier States. Presbyteries in Missouri, Kansas, Iowa,

Wisconsin, and Minnesota, speak alike of the lack of means to build churches

as the great drawback to their prosperity. Their testimony is, that unless

this lack be supplied, the missionary labor of our Church must finally fail

of the best fruits desired and expected from it. But they anticipate that

it will be supplied, and there are now many signs that this anticipation will

be realized. The demands that they ma£;e are not to supply the "losses of

defeat, but to improve the advantages of victory. Those advantages will

be seen by the liberal-hearted who love our Zion ; and they will supply

means by which such an improvement of them may be made, as will in-

sure greater victories still.

Summary.

Looking at the condition of our Church from either a worldly or a relig-

ious stand-point, its prosperity appears greater than at any previous period.

Its standing and influence as a Christian power in the land are acknowledged.

All its agencies of growth and usefulness are now, or soon will be, in complete

order and successful operation. All the omens of increasing eminence attend

its labors. The smiles of Divine Providence rest upon it. Best of all, the

Spirit of God dwells in its midst, revealing His purpose to be more gracious

in the future than even in the near pa.st. The thoughtful in all the chuix-hes

so interpret His dealings with them, and are praying that His glory may be

displayed to all in the land, as the Redeemer of souls. He will not disap-

point them.

Delinquent Presbyteries.

The following Presbyteries have failed to send their Narratives to the

Assembly : Cortland, Ithaca, Cincinnati, Ripley, Wabash, Ottawa, Fox
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River, Iowa City, Kansas, Kingston, Holston, San Francisco, San Jose,

Sierra Nevada, and Washoe.

Decease op Ministers.

The following thirty-five ministers have died during the year

:

Name.
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MINUTES, 1867.

Rochester, New York, May IQth, 1867.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States

of America met, agreeably to appointment, in the Brick Presbyterian church
of Rochester, New York, on Thursday, May, IGth, 1SG7, at 11 o'clock A. M.,
and was opened with a sermon, by the Ilev. Samuel M. Hopkins, D. D., the

Moderator of the last Assembly, from Acts 9 : 31 :
" Then had the churches

rest throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria, and Avere edified ; and,

walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were
multiplied."

After the sermon, the Assembly was constituted with prayer.

The Committee of Arrangements reported, recommending that the ses-

sions of the Assembly be opened at 8^ o'clock A. M. and 8 o'clock P. M.

;

that they close at 12 M. and 5 2 o'clock P. M. ; that the evening services

commence at 1\ o'clock ; and that the daily morning prayer-meeting com-
mence at the opening, and continue one hour. The report was adopted.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [462]

Thursday, May IQth, 3 ocloch P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

On the report of the Committee on Commissions, the following persons

were enrolled as duly appointed Commissioners of this General Assembly

:

PRESBYTERIES.

1. Champlatn,
2. Troy,

3. Albany,

4. Columbia,

5. CatsMll,

I. SYNOD OF ALBANY.
MINISTERS.

Alanson D. Barber,

Marvin R. Vincent,

Andrew J. Fennel,

Heni'Y Darling, D. D.,

John McVey.
Alvin Cooper,

ELDERS.

George V. Hoyle.

Giles B. Kellogg.

Samuel Anable.

Samuel B. Specs.

1. St. Lawrence,

2. Watertown,

3. Oswego,

4. Utica,

II. SYNOD OF UTICA.

Baruch B. Beckwith,
Samuel L. Merrell,

Thomas A. Weed,
Benj. F. Willoughby,
Albert Erdman,

George Rodgers.

Ezra Botsford.

Samuel Smith.

Daniel Nolton,

Elias D. Porter.

III. SYNOD OF ONONDAGA.
1. Onondaga,
2. Cayuga,

3. Cortland,

4. Tioga,

Sherman B. Canfield, D. D.,

Charles Hawley, D. D.,

John V. C. Nellis,

Peleg R. Kinne,

George N. Todd.

Amasa H. Jerome.

Sidney L. Benedict,

Richard Steel.

Henry B. Van Hosen.

Calvin W. Bradley.
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PRESBYTERIES.

1. Geneva,

2. Steuben,

3. Chemung,
4. Ithaca,

5. Wellsboro,

6. Lyons,

IV. SYNOD OF GENEVA
MINISTERS.

John B. Bichardson,

Harry E. Woodcock,
David F. Judson.

Benjamin Russell,

William Wisner, D. D.,

James F. Calkins,

William Young,

ELDERS.

John Hatmaker, M. D.,

Robert Rorison.

William D. Terbell, M. D.
Cyrus Sebring.

Lucius Fenn (3).

Hon. Henry W. Williams.

Reuben Sours.

V. SYNOD OF SUSQUEHANNA.
1. Otsego, Ariel McMaster, George W. Burnham.
2. Chenango, Eleroy Curtis, Franklin Edgerton.

3. Delaware, George W. McMillan, Orrin S. Pentield.

VI. SYNOD OF GENESEE.

1. Buffalo,

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Ontario,

Rochester,

Genesee,

Niagara,
Genesee Valley,

Joel F. Bingham,
William L. Hyde,
Dwiirht Scovel,

SauK M. Campbell, D. D.,

Alex. McA. Thorburn,
Charles C. Kimball,

William C. Wisner, D. D.,

Charles M. Livingston,

Alpheus Moore,
Noah H. Gardner.

Solomon Taintor, M. D.

Frederick Starr,

Truman A. Newton.
William Bradley.

Asa Howard.
Moses Lockhart. [463]

VII. SYNOD OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY.

1. Hudson,
2. North River,

3. Long Island,

4. New York, 3c?,

5. New York, 4th,

6. Brooklyn,

7. Newark,

8. Rockaway,

9. Montrose,

Thomas Nichols,

.

Francis B. Wheeler,
James T. Hamlin,
Dwight M. Seward, D. D.,

James Morton,

Edward W. Hitchcock,

William Adams, D. D.,

Erskine N. White,
Theodore L. Cuyler, D. D.,

Chas. S. Robinson, D. D.,

Isaac N. Sprague, D. D.,

John Ulrich Guenther,
Burtis C. Megie,

0. H. Perry Deyo,
Henry J. Crane,

James B. Wilson,

Jirah I. Foote.

Joseph Bartlett.

Walter R. Havens.
Joseph Ditto,

John Anderson.

John P. Crosby,

George W. Lane.

Fisher Howe,
Nathan Lane.

Zenas C. Crane,

Moses W. Dodd.
Hon. John Hill,

Titus Berry.

William H. Jessup,

Stephen Torrey.

VIII. SYNOD OF PENNSYLVANIA.
1. Wilmington, William Aikman,
2. Philadelphia, M, William W. Taylor,

H. Augustus Smith,
3. Philadelphia, 4th, James W. Wood,

Cornelius Earle,

4. Harrishxirgh, Henry E. Niles,

6. Dist. of Colmnhia, George H. Smyth,

Jacob Y. Foulk.

William E. Tenbrook,

Henry P. M. Birkinbine.

John C. Farr,

Joseph F. Jaggers.

James W. Kerr, M. D.

John P. Ammidon.
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IX. SYNOD OF WEST PENNSYLVANIA.

PRESBYTERIES. MINISTERS. ELDERS.

1. Erie, George A. Lyon, D. D., Hiram Johnson.

2. MeadviUe, W. Howell Taylor,

3. Pittsburgh, Herrick Johnson,

Samuel Axtell.

Hon.H.W.Williams,LL.D.

X. SYNOD OF MICHIGAN.

1. Detroit,

2. Monroe,

3. Marshall,

4. Washtenaio,

5. Kalamazoo,
6. Coldioater,

7. Saginaio,

8. Grand Riv. Val.,

9. Lansing,

W. Henry McGiffert,

William S. Taylor.

Calvin Clark,

Charles G. Clark,

Job Pienson.

Alanson Seofield,

Thomas Wright,

Daniel H. Evans,

Alfred Bryant,

Alfred B. Gully.

Henry H. Barnes (3).

Joseph M. Holden.

James R. Davies.

Benjamin Bangs.

Sarell Wood.
John R. Price (4).

XI. SYNOD OF WESTERN RESERVE.

1. Grand River,

2. Huron,

3. Trumbull,

4. Cleveland and
Portage,

5. Maumee,

Joseph N. McGiffert,

John H. Walter,

Benjamin F. Sharp,

Henry L. Hitchcock, D. D.,

Wm.H. Goodrich, D.D.,

Henry M. Bacon,

Orramel H. Fitch.

Jonathan M. Drury.

Klias Lyman.
George H. Ely,

Hon. Truman P. Handy.
Harry Chase. [464]

XII. SYNOD OF OHIO.

1. Athens, Hugh B. Scott, Marcus Bosworth.

2. Patashala, George A. Little, Timothy M. Rose.

3. Franklin, Oren H. Newton.

4. Scioto, John H. Young, William Hamilton.

XIII. SYNOD OF CINCINNATI.

1. Cincinnati,

2. Ripley,

3. Dayton,

4. Hamilton,

Osman A. Lyman,
William D. Rosseter,

David Vandyke.
Benjamin Graves,

John Noble,

Asa B. Waters,

George Harvey, M. D. (10).

Hon. Peter Odlin.

Waldo F. Brown.

XIV. SYNOD OF INDIANA.

1. Salem, Irvin I. St. John.

2. Madison, Archibald S. Reid, John T. Whitlock.

3. Indianapolis, Arthur T. Rankin, . William N. Jackson (5).

4. Green Castle, Henry L. Dickerson, Curtis J. Ripley.

1. CrawfordsviUe,

2. St. Joseph,

3. Logansport,

4. Fort Wayne,

XV. SYNOD OF WABASH.
William N. Steele, William Vandervolgen.

John E. Chapin, Amos Davis.

James A. Carnahan, Richard Brown.

William C. Smith.
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PRESBYTERIES.

1. Illinois,

2. Schuyler,

3. Wabash,
,

4. Alton,

XVI. SYNOD OF ILLINOIS.

MINISTERS. ELDERS.

Livingston M. Glover, D. D.

Edwin L. Hurd, Samvxel Crawford.

Edwin Black, Samuel Daggy, M. D.
Thomas Lippincott, Russell Hinckley,

Eli W. Taylor, George E. Warren.

XVIL SYNOD OF PEOKIA.

1. Ottawa, John Kidd,

2. Knox, Asaliel L. Brooks,

3. Galena& Belvidere,^vA^mvi^ D. Willis,

Lsaac E. Carey,

4. Chicago, James H. Trowbridge,

David Swing,

5. Bloomington, Martin P. Ormsby,

Charles Merwin.
Alfred Beasley, M. D.
Manley Rogers,

John Yourt.

Royal E. Barber,

Samuel D. Ward.
Lumen W. Capen.

1. Milwauhee,

2. Fox River,

3. Columbus,

4. Lake Superior,

1. Des Moines,

2. Keokuk,
3. Iowa City,

4. Dubuque,
5. Chariton.

6. Cedar Rapids,

1. Dakota,
2. Minnesota,

3. Winona,

XVIII. SYNOD OF WISCONSIN,

William J. Stoutenburg
Silas H. Ashmun,
James A. Laurie,

Thomas R. Easterday,

Harvey Curtis.

Wilson Holt.

Alanson Hughson.
Philetus S. Church.

XIX. SYNOD OF
James M. Phillips,

Immer N. Crittenden,

Franklin L. Arnold,

Stephen Phelps,

James Knox,

IOWA.

George J. North.

George B. Smythe.
Alexander Danskin.

John Maclay.

John F. Ely, M. D. [465]

XX. SYNOD OF MINNESOTA
Thomas Marshall,

Henry Ward,
Joseph W. Hancock,

George C. Clapp.

Daniel W. Ingersoll.

Caleb J. F. Smith.

XXL SYNOD OF MISSOURI.

1. *S'^. Louis, Henry A. Nelson, D. D.,

2. Northern Missouri, James A. Darrah.

3. Lexington, Elisha B. Sherwood,
4. Osage.

5. Kansas, Andrew Parsons.

Theophilus W. Guy.

Willis M. Sherwood.

XXII. SYNOD OF TENNESSEE.
1. Union, William H. Lyle, Benjamin A. Blackburn.
2. Kingston, Wallace W. Thorpe.
3. Holston, Francis A. McCorkle.

XXIII. SYNOD OF ALTA CALIFORNIA.
1. San Francisco.

2. Sierra Nevada,
3. San Jose,

4. Washhoe,

D. Henry Palmer.

Henry S. Huntington,

John B. Pinney, LL.D.
John A. Perkins.
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CORRESPONDING BODIES.

1. General Assemhly of the other Branch, E. A. Raymond, Esq.

2. General Assemhli/ of the Cumberland Fres-

hyterian Church.

3. General Asseinbly of the United Presbyterian ] Robert Audley Browne,
Church of North America,

J
D. D.

4. General Assembly of the Free Church of | Patrick Fairbairn, D. D.,

Scotland,
J

Rev. James Wells.

5. General Assembly of the Fresbyterian Chn7-ch\ James Denham, D. D.,

in Ireland, j John Hall, D. D.

6. General Synod of the Reformed Frotestant

Dutch Church in North America, John C. F. Hoes, D. D.

7. General Synod of the Reformed Fresbyte-

rian Church in North America-.

8. General Synod of the German Reformed
Church in the United States.

9. General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran

Church in the United States. [466

J

10. General Conference of the Congregational

Churches of Maine.

11. General Association of Neio Hampshire, Rev. Ebenezer G. Parsons.

12. General Convention of Vermont.

13. General Association of Massachusetts.

14. General Association of Connecticut, Robert G. Vermilye, D. D.

15. Fresbyterian and Congregational Conven-

tion of Wisco)isin.

16. Union of Evangelical Churches of France.

The Rev. Henry A. Nelson, D. D.. of the Presbytery of St. Louis, was
elected Moderator, and inducted into office.

The Rev. William S. Taylor, of the Presbytery of Monroe, and the Rev.

Alvin Cooper, of the Presbytery of Catskill, were chosen Temporary Clerks.

The docket of business was read by the Stated Clerk.

The General Rules for Judicatories, contained in the Appendix to the

Constitution, were adopted as the Rules of this Assembly.

The reception of the Synodical Records, and of all papers intended for the

Assembly, was made the first order of the day for to-morrow morning.

Ordered, That the usual number of copies of the Roll be printed, under
the direction of the Stated Clerk.

The annual report of the Treasurer of the General Assembly was read, and

referred to Mr. John P. Crosby and Hon. Henry W. Williams, LL.D., as an

Auditing Committee.

Adjourned until to-morrow at SJ o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May llth, 8* o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional exer-

cises.

The Roll was called, and the Minutes of the last session were read and

approved.

The jNIoderator announced the following Standing Committees

:

1. Judicial Committee. Ministers—Sherman B. Canfield, D. D., James A.

Carnahan, Dwight M. Seward, D. D., Elisha B. Sherwood, Erasmus D.

Willis, Burtis C. Megie. Elders—Hon. Henry W. Williams, LL.D., John
P. Crosby, Giles B. Kellogg, John C. Farr, Lumen W. Capen. [467}
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2. Bi'Ils and Overtures. Ministers—William Adams, D. D., Livingston M.
Glover, D. D., James Knox, Thomas Wright, James A. Darrah, William L.

Hyde. Elders—Hon. Henry W. Williams, George J. North, George H.Ely,
Alpheus Moore, Orrin S. Peufield.

3. Polity of the Church. Ministers—George A. Lyon, D. D., Charles

Hawley, D. D., Fi-ancis B. Wheeler, John B. Richardson, James H. Trow-
bridge, Benjamin F. Sharp. Elders—George W. Lane, John F. Ely, M. D.,

Russell Hinckley, Wilson Holt, Richard Brown.
4. Foreign Missions. Jlinisters—William Aikman, Calvin Clark, Joel F.

Bingham, William W. Taylor, Stephen Phelps, Wallace W. Thorpe. Elder's

—Richard Steel, Joseph Bartlett, William H. Jessup, Marcus Bosworth,
John T. Whitlock.

5. Education. Ministers—Henry L. Hitchcock, D. D., David Swing. Mar-
vin R. Vincent, Osman A. Lyman, x\ndrew Parsons, Cornelius Earle. Elders

—Fisher Howe, Samuel Anable, Solomon Taintor, M. D., John Yourt,
Timothy M. Rose.

6. Home Missions. Ministers—Henry Darling, D. D., Theodore L. Cuyler,

D. D., Francis A. McCorkle, Edwin L. Hurd, Franklin L. Arnold, Job
Pierson. Elders—Hon. Truman P. Hand}", Daniel W. lugersoll, Philetus S.

Church, William E. Tenbrook, Samuel Daggy, M. D.

7. Church Erection. Ministers—William H. Goodrich, D. D., Asahel L.

Brooks, Erskine N. White, James F. Calkins, Henry E. Niles, Thomas Mar-
shall. Elders—Theophilus W. Guy, Samuel B. Specs, Stephen Torrey, Asa
B. Waters, Caleb J. F. Smith.

8. Publication. Ministers—William C. Wisner, D. D., Herrick Johnson,

James W. Wood. James M. Phillips, Henry Ward, James A. Laurie. Elders

—Daniel Nolton, Noah H. Gardner, Calvin W. Bradley. Zenas C. Crane,

Orramel H. Fitch
'

[468]
9. Sahhath-schools. Ministers—Charles S. Robinson, D. D., Thomas Lip-

pincott, Albert Erdman, Joseph N. McGiiFert, Edward W. Hitchcock, George
H. Smyth. Elders—Hon. John Hill, Sidney L. Benedict, George Rodgers,
George B. Smythe, Henry P M. Birkinbine.

10. Ministerial Relief. Ministers—Isaac N. Sprague, D. D., Peleg R.
Kinne, Andrew J. Fennel, Eleroy Curtis, Silas H. A.shmun, Arthur T.

Rankin. Elders—Ezra Botsford, Robert Rorison, Alexander Danskin,

Royai E. Barber, Jonathan M, Drury.
11. Narrative of Religion. Ministers—Isaac E. Carey, Henry M. Bacon,

Thomas A. Weed, George N. Todd. David F. Judson, Charles C. Kimball.

Elders—Joseph Ditto, Franklin Edgerton, Reuben Sours, Hiram Johnson,
Benjamin Bangs.

12. Mileage of Commissioners. Elders—Nathan Lane, Moses W. Dodd,
Sarell Wood.

13. Devotional Exercises. 3Iimsters—Samuel M. Campbell, D. D., Alex-
ander McA. Thorburn, W. Howell Taylor, George W. McMillan, William
Young, W. Henry McGifFert. Elders—Frederick Starr, John P. Ammidon,
James R. Davies, Elias Lyman, William Vandervolgen.

14. Leave of Ahsence. Ministers—Baruch B. Beckwith, John H. Walter,

James Morton, John Kidd, Benjamin Graves, George A. Little. Elders—
Henry Chase, William Hamilton, Waldo F. Brown, Jacob Y. Foulk, Truman
A. Newton.

Committees on Synodical Records

:

1. S//nod of Albani/. Ministers—Henry E. Niles, William S. Taylor, Ben-
jamin F. Sharp. Elders—Samuel Axtell, Alfred B. Gully.
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2. Synod of Utica. Ministers—William D. Kosseter, Hugh B. Scott, Irvin

I. St. Jolin. Elders—Amos Davis, Samuel Crawford.

3. Synod of Onondaga. Ministers—Erasmus D. Willis, William Stouten-

burg, D. Henry Palmer. Elders—Willis INI. Sherwood, Manley Rogers. [469]
4. Synod of Geneva. Ministers—Job Pierson, John Noble, Martin P.

Ormsby. Elders—Curtis J. Ptipley, Joseph M. Holden.

5. Synod of Susquehanna. Ministers—Dwight Scovel, Thomas Nichols,

Charles G. Clark. Elders—Lumen W. Capen, Samuel Smith.

G. Synod of Genesee. 3Iinisters—James T. Hamlin, H. Augustus Smith,

Alanson Seofield. Elders—John C. Farr, Philetus S. Church.

7. Synod of New York and Xeio Jersey. Ministers—Joseph W. Hancock,
Francis A. McCorkle, Andrew Parsons. Elders—John F. Ely, M. D.,

Charles Merwin.
8. Synod of Pennsylvania. Jlinisters—Oren H. Newton, David Van Dyke,

James A. Laurie. Elders—Theophilus W. Gruy, Alexander Danskin.

9. Synod of West Pennsylvania. Ministeis—Henry M. Bacon, John H.
Young, Thomas R. Easterday. Elders—Samuel Daggy, M. D., Richard

Brown.
10. Synod of Michigan. Ministers—Samuel L. Merrell, Charles C. Kim-

ball, John U. Guenther. Elders—Richard Steel, Samuel Anable.

11. Synod of Western Resene. Ministers—0. H. Perry Deyo, Cornelius

Earle, Charles S. Robinson, D. D. Elders—Daniel Nolton, John Hatmaker,
M. D.

12. Synod of Ohio. Ministers—Burtis C. Megie, Edwin Black, Henry L.

Dickerson. Elders—Alfred Beasley, M. D., Willis M. Sherwood.

13. Synod of Cincinnati. Ministers—James A. Darrah, Alanson D. Bar-

ber, Benjamin F. Willoughby. Elders—George W. Burnham, William

Bradley.

14. Synod of Indiana. Ministers—Eli W. Taylor, Ariel McMaster, Wil-

liam C. Wisner, D. D. Elders—Reuben Sours, Walter R. Havens.

15. Synod of Wabash. Ministers—Marvin R. Vincent, John V. C. Nellis,

Henry E. Woodcock. Elders—John P. Crosby, Titus Berry.

16. Synod of Illinois. Ministers—Eleroy Curtis, John McVey, Henry J.

Crane. Elders—Joseph M. Holden, Jacob Y. Foulk.

17. Synod of Peoria. Ministers—William C. Smith, Daniel H. Evans,

James B. AVilson. Elders—Zenas C. Crane, Alphcus Moore.

18. Synod of Wisconsin. Ministers—Theodore L. Cuyler, D. D., James A.

Carnahan, Alfred Bryant. Elders—Harry Chase, Stephen Torrey. [-170]

19. Synod of lov.n. Ministers—Albert Erdman, William Aikman, John

B. Pinney, LL.D. Elders—James R. Davies, Samuel Anable.

20. Synod of Minnesota. Ministers—John B. Richardson, Peleg R. Kinne,

Henry Darling, D. D. Elders—KzY?i Botsford, John F. Ely, M. D.

21. Synod, of Missouri. Ministers—Andrew J. Fennell, Thomas A. Weed,

George N. Todd. E lders—W\\\\^m D. Terbell, M. D., Caleb J. F. Smith.

22. Synod of Tennessee. Ministers—Immer N. Crittenden, Charles Haw-
ley, D. D., Calvin Clark. Elders—Charles Merwin, Jirah I. Foote.

23. Synod of Alta California. Ministers—James F. Calkins, Samuel M.
Campbell, D. D., Edward W. Hitchcock. Elders—John Anderson, Asa
Howard.

- The Records of the Synods, the Narratives, the Statistical Reports, the

Overtures, and other papers from the Presbyteries were received and appro-

priately referred.

The Auditing Committee reported that they had examined the accounts

of the Treasurer, with the vouchers, and found them correct ; and they
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recommended that the account current be approved, and printed in the Ap-
pendix to the Minutes. The report was adopted.

The annual report of the Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions was
read, and referred to the appropriate Standing Committee.

Pending the reading of the annual report of the Permanent Committee on
Education,

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May I7th, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The reading of the annual report of the Permanent Committee on
Education was completed, and referred to the Standing Committee on
Education.

The annual report of the Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions was
presented and read. That portion of the report referring to the work among
the Freedmen was referred to a Special Committee, consisting of the Rev.
Messrs. Herrick Johnson, George A. Little, and Joel F. Bingham, with
Messrs. Samuel D. Ward and George E. Warren. The remainder of the

report was referred to the Standing Committee on Home Missions. [471]
The annual reports of the Presbyterian Publication Committee and of the

Trustees of the Presbyterian House were read, and referi-ed to the Standing
Committee on Publication. .

The annual report of the Executive Committee of the Ministerial Relief
Fund was read, and referred to the appropriate Standing Committee.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported Overture No. 1, from the
Presbytery of Watertown, expressing its "gratification in the prospect of a
speedy reunion of the two great branches of our beloved Church," and
recommended that the paper be put on file. The report was adopted.

The same Committee reported Overture No. 2, being a memorial from
the Synod of Wabash respecting a Sustentation Fund, with a recommen-
dation. The report was accepted, and placed upon the docket. The same
Committee reported Overture No. 3, from the Presbytery of Niagara, ask-
ing the General Assembly to change the plan of assessment for the ex-
penses of the body ; with the recommendation, that it is inexpedient and
unnecessary to make any change in the mode of assessment. The report
was adopted.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 82 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, May 18th, 82 0^clock A. M.
The Assembly met and occupied the opening hour with devotional exer-

cises.

The Roll was called, and the Minutes of the last session were read and

approved.

The Committee of Conference on Reunion with the other branch of the

Presbyterian Church presented their report. The report was accepted, and

referred to a Special Committee, consisting of Charles Hawley, D. D., George

A. Lyon, D. D., William C. Wisner, D. D., Livingston M. Glover, D. D., and
Rev. James A. Carnahan, with Messrs. John C. Farr, Fisher Howe, Lumen W.
Capen, and Daniel W. Ingersoll, who were directed to report next Wednes-
day morning.

The annual reports of the Trustees of the Church Erection Fund, and of

28
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the Permanent Committee on Sabbath-schools, were read, and referred to the
appropriate Standing Committees.

Adjourned until Monday, at 82 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer. [472]

Mondaij, Mny 20 fJi, 81 clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional exer-

cises. '

The calling of the lloll was dispensed with until the closing session of the
Assembly.
The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted, and directed to be
communicated immediately by telegraph :

Resolved, That this General Assembly sends fraternal and Christian salu-

tations to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church holding its

sessions in the City of Cincinnati, desiring and praying for the presence and
benediction of the Head of the Church in all their deliberations and deliver-

ances.

The Eev. Ennals J. Adams, of Charleston, S. C, by invitation, ad-

dressed the Assembly in relation to the position and needs of the Freed-
men.

The Judicial Committee reported an appeal of Silas Miller from a decision

of the Synod of Hlinois as being in order, with the recommendation that it

be taken up by the Assembly. The report was accepted, and action upon
the case made the second order for this afternoon.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported an Overture respecting

the appointment of the fifteenth day of April as a national fast-day, with the

recommendation, that the Assembly take no action thereupon. The report

was adopted.

The same Committee reported a communication from the Young Men's
Christian Association of New York City, and recommended that the same be
printed in the IMinutes. The report was adopted. The communication is as

follows

:

Young Men's Christian Association,
161 Fifth Avenue, New York,

April 2y, 1867.

Kev. Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D., Rochester, N. Y. :

Reverend and Dear Sir : Feeling, as we do, the great temptations to

which young men are exposed, who come as strangers to New York, we beg
to ask your co-operation in our efforts to reach this class.

We may say, it is not our wish to invite young men to this city ; fc^* there

is too often an excessive influx, which is the cause of much misery as well as

vice. But, if they resolve to come, Avhen found here, we desire, in all prac-

ticable ways, to direct and assist them.
The Association presents many attractions and offers many advantages to

them. Our end is essentially the same as that of the Church
;
yet we believe

our Association occupies a field, the wants of which no individual church can

supply. [473]
May we ask you to bring the object, and the working of the Association,

before the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, which meets in

Rochester on the 16th proximo?
We would suggest that clergymen give letters to young men who may be

coming to this city, introducing them to the Association, so that they may
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be surrounded by Christian friends, and saved, it may be, from the many
dangers to which they are constantly exposed in tliis city.

Very respectfully yours,

James I. Barr,
Corresponding Sec. Invitation Committee.

The same Committee reported the following Overture from the Trustees

of the Church Erection Fund, and the Permanent Committees of Education,

Home Missions, Publication, and Ministerial Belief:

To THE Venerable, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church of the United States :

We beg leave to call the attention of the General Assembly to the following

statements with respect to the benevolent operations of the Church :

1. The various departments of Christian benevolence which have been
undertaken by our Church are the most important objects within the whole

range of charitable duties ; not because they have been adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly, but that they have been thus adopted because of their intrinsic

importance.

The Divine plan is to save the world by the preaching of the Gospel and
the extension of the Church. The Church is ordained of God ; whatever

promotes its growth and gives it power is to that extent worthy of con-

fidence. So, whatever promotes the preaching of the Gospel in its purity,

and brings it to bear on the greatest number of people, is entitled to generous

support.

The cause of Foreign Missions aims to give the Gospel to all the destitute

in foreign lands ; that of Home Missions, to the destitute in our own land

;

that of Education, to prepare men to preach the Gospel ; the Church Erec-

tion Board, to provide houses to preach in ; and the Ministerial Relief Com-
mittee, to secure a comfortable support for the aged in their declining years,

and for the disabled and their families ; the Publication Committee, to sup-

plement the work of the ministry by the aid of a sanctified literature ; and
the Sabbath-school Committee, to bring the Gospel to bear on the rising

generation. These all constitute one simple, grand, and powerful whole, all

centering in God's method of saving men. His plan must be the wisest and
best possible. Organizations that propose to themselves some lower aim, or

even such as aim to preach the Gospel to specific classes, as the outcasts, the

papists, the sailors, the Jews, the foreigners, or the freedmen, may be praise-

worthy in themselves, but must, of necessity, occupy a secondary place. [474]
2. The Church has lost much power over men, by allowing her benefactions

to pass into the hands of other organizations, in which the Church is not

recognized, and by which she obtains no credit, throwing away power which
she should have wielded for her own growth. Hence, while the Church was
never more liberal or active than now, the world sees it not, and infidels claim

that she has lost her hold on the respect and confidence of men.

3. Our Church is endeavoring to prosecute her benevolent operations at

the least possible expense for management and direction. The Education,

Church Erection, Ministerial Relief, and Publication Committees employ
only one Secretary each, and no agents. If voluntary and subordinate

societies abound in agents, and keep the causes which they represent fresh

and uppermost in the minds of pastors, and Presbyteries, and churches,

they have a manifest advantage over our own causes, unless the pastors and

Presbyteries will adopt the latter as theirs, and seek their advancement as

such, and with special zeal. If they neglect them, there is no help. If
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they fail to espouse them heartily, present their claims systematically,

earnestly, and clearly, how can they have the generous aid which they

deserve ? The cause of Church Erection does not belong to its Board of

Trustees; or those of Education, Home Missions, Publication, and Minis-

terial Relief to their respective Committees ; they all belong to the Church,

of which every Presbytery is a constituent part, and every session the

organic and authorized agents. Shall all these causes, and all those that

belong to us, knock at the doors of our Presbyteries as strangers and aliens,

and their claims be admitted to attention by reluctant sufferance ? Or shall

they be adopted by the Presbyteries as their own, and welcomed as children

in their Father's house ?

We invoke the wisdom of the Assembly to devise methods to impress on

the Presbyteries the measure of their obligation, as organizations, to foster,

favor, and promote our own causes of benevolence, on account of their in-

trinsic importance ; and because, through their agency, they can all be

worked most economically and effectively, and in a manner to reflect great

credit on the Church of God.

The Committee, in answer to the above Overture, recommended the adop-

tion of a preamble and resolutions, as follows

:

Whereas, The General Assembly has organized several Boards and Com-
mittees for evangelic action

;

Whereas, In the prosecution of this, its proper work, the Church, unlike

voluntary organizations, employs no agents to visit the churches and solicit

funds ; and.

Whereas, We have occasion to thank the Great Head of the Church for

the amount which has already been accomplished through the spontaneous

action of the churches in behalf of these several methods of Christian

aggression
;

Therefore, Resolved, 1. That all pastors and sessions be re[475]quested to

arrange for systematic contributions in their respective churches once in a

year, in aid of the several objects represented by the Boards and Committees,

to the end that, so far as practicable, there may be uniformity of action

throughout the entire body.

2. That the General Assembly, fully apprised of their incompetence to

legislate authoritatively in any way in regard to that benevolence which is

free-born, and emphatically disclaiming any policy which is rigidly narrow

and sectarian, would respectfully request and advise all Presbyteries and

churches to give the priority, so far as any distinction shall in any case be

necessary, to those channels and agencies of Christian charity which the

Church itself has organized ; it being understood that the American Board

of Commissioners for Foreign Missions is included among them, as the organ-

ization for foreign evangelism which the General Assembly has adopted.

The report was adopted.

On the recommendation of the same Committee, it was

Resolved, That the several Permanent Committees and Boards of the

Church be required to record, and report annually to the Assembly, the

number of meetings which each member of said Committees and Boards

has attended during the year.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 20«A, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.
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The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions presented their report; which,

after a brief discussion, was recommitted.

The appeal of Silas Miller from a decision of the Synod of Illinois, pre-

viously reported by the Judicial Committee, was taken up. Pending the

consideration of the regularity of the appeal,

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 8} o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday, May 21sC, 8J o'clock A. M.

The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The following communication was received from the other General As-

sembly : [476]
" The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church holding its sessions

in Cincinnati return fraternal and Christian salutations to the General As-

sembly holding its sessions in Rochester, praying and hoping for the presence

of the Head of the Church in their midst, and the guidance of the Divine

Spirit in all their deliberations and deliverances."

The Rev. James Denham, D. D., and the Rev. John Hall, D. D., duly

accredited Delegates of the last General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church in Ireland, addressed the Assembly, and were responded to by the

Moderator.

The Committee of the last Assembly to appoint Delegates to the next

General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland reported the appoint-

ment of the Rev. Ezra E. Adams, D. D., of the Presbytery of Philadelphia,

Third, and the Rev. Henry M. Field, D. D.,of the Presbytery of New York,

Fourth, as such Delegates ; and further reported that they had requested the

same brethren to serve as Delegates to the next General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church in Ireland. The report was adopted, and the action

of the Committee confirmed.

The Rev. Robert A. Browne, D. D., the Delegate of the last General As-

sembly of the United Presbyterian Church of North America, addressed the

Assembly, and was responded to by the Moderator.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday, May 21st, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The reports of the Standing Committees on Church Erection, and on Home
Missions, were presented in connection and accepted. ^

The report of the Committee on Church Erection was adopted, and is as

follows

:

A change of plan, in the administration of any great Christian enterprise,

is like a change of strategy in the midst of a campaign. It is sometimes

necessary. It is generally difficult. It may be critical.

The last General Assembly gave to the Church Erection Board a new and

broader commission, and put the cause itself to a new trial. Tl\e event has

justified the change, and has amply proved the wisdom of the Assembly's

action. The depression, amounting to despair, which caused not a few of

our frontier churches to fold their hands in apathy, was broken, and they

began to struggle once more to lay the foundations of a house for the Lord,

in the confidence that help would come to them in their [477] extremity.

Others, further advanced in their efforts at church building, instead of sending
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out their pastors with a roving commission to solicit assistance in our chief

cities, turned directly to this new source of aid, which expressed the sym-
pathy and fellowship of the whole Church toward its suffering members.

The number of applications made immediately upon the announcement of

the new plan, and constantly increasing, is itself evidence that the need of
this provision was most urgent, and that it was made not one moment too

soon. The fact that one hundred churches of our name are houseless to-day

calls on us. as a denomination, to follow the action of the last year with a yet

stronger support of the Board, and a more earnest appeal to our congrega-

tions in its behalf. Having developed the need of our new and struggling

churches, and having revived their hope, it behooves us to " prove the sin-

cerity of our love
;

' " that as there was a readiness to will, so there may be

a performance also out of that which we have."

The actual receipts for Church Erection during the past year have fallen

short of the aim of the Board, and far short of the necessities of the

churches : but they have, nevertheless, reached an amount which affords

positive encouragement of success. The fact that $20,000 have been con-

tributed within six months, for a substantially new enterprise, imperfectly

appreciated, with no agencies, no appeals to sympathy, no influence what-

ever except the plain statement of facts touching the needs of the king-

dom, this, in the view of your Committee, is a substantial guarantee, that the

Church will ultimately meet the full demands of this most Christian cause.

It is difficult to introduce a new claim upon our Christian benevolence. It

is more difficult to take up and make effective one which has suffered from

prejudice as well as neglect. Many of our most liberal churches have been

preoccupied by local enterprises, which tasked them to the utmost, and from

which it was impossible to turn aside. Others had already engaged in schemes

of church extension, through synodical or other agencies, closely allied with

this, and could not immediately adjust their plans to ours. The sum received

by the Church Erection Board does not probably represent one-third of the

energy and devotion of the Church to this cause. Twice twenty thousand

dollars, unreported by this Board, has doubtless been freely contributed by

the strong among us for the building of churches and chapels for the weak.

It can only be a question of time whether all these gifts for Church Erection

shall flow through the safer, wiser, and more economical agency of the As-

sembly's Board. To have raised even so much, without any loss in expense,

as a separate offering, at the outset of this new endeavor, appears to us to

have been a marked success.

It is greatly to be desired, however, that the process of concentration, in

this form of benevolence, should go forward as rapidly as possible. We are

one body. No member can say to another. [478] " I have no need of thee."

No part of the Church, widely scattered as it is. can be faithful to fellow-dis-

ciples while working independently, and only for near results. Justice to

those themselves who give, justice to those who are in need, justice to those

called to administer this important trust, requires that all our sympathies

and aid should flow impartially to the points of utmost want, the Church

over, and be distributed with a comprehensive equity. The sooner this

more generous method is accepted and made universal among us, the

sooner will the burdens of our poorer brethren be lifted off, and every

household of faith have a home and an altar of its own.

Your Committee would especially recommend that, in all cases in which

churches or chapels are being built "by private presbyterial or synodical aid,

such property be made inalienable from the uses of Presbyterian worship, or

its reversion secured to the Trustees of the Church Erection Fund.
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It seems worthy of distinct suggestion, that the elders of our Church
should give to this cause of Church Erection a particular attention. First,

for the general reason that many pastors are hampered while they stand

alone in the presentation of new objects, however urgent, by a fear lest they

overburden their churches by these demands of benevolence. The cause

often passes into neglect, through the (modest) diffidence of ministers, when
one hearty, zealous word in its behalf, from an office-bearer or member of the

Church, would give it at once its just prominence and full acceptance with
the people.

There is another reason why our elders should inform and interest them-
selves in behalf of Church Erection. Of all our enterprises it is the one
which commends itself to the sound sense of business men. It has no
pathetic side. It affords no affecting incidents such as move in their recital

the sympathies of an audience. Its strength is in its bare necessity. Its

appeal is to the good judgment of men. Its demand is that of common
prudence. Its value is found in the stability and permanence which it gives

to church extension in every form. It is the end of waste. It is the begin-

ning of order and firm growth. Men of sense easily perceive that the labors

of the best home missionary must be in large part thrown away, until the

people to whom he ministers have a house of worship of their own. Again
and again have congregations been gathered at great expense and toil, only

to be scattered afterward for want of some fixed and attractive dwelling

place. It is a question whether it would not be -a wise rule in the manage-
ment of Home Missions, to commission no minister to labor statedly in our
new settlements, who could not go forth with the pledge that one third of

the cost of a church building should be provided, for the people that he
should gather, so soon as they themselves should provide the other two
thirds. All experience shows that liberal and prompt outlay judiciously

made is the best economy. It is difficult to say which is most unwise and
wasteful ; to expect the preacher to plant Christian institu[-l:79]tions with-

out a church, or to leave a church once built without a ministry. It should

be borne in mind that means contributed to this work become immediately
an investment, and bring early and large returns. They act partly as a help,

and partly as a stimulus. Five hundred dollars donated by this Board calls

forth perhaps five times that amount from the church itself which receives

this aid. In most benevolent enterprises, there is a clear outlay for all that

is accomplished. So much cost for so much done. Here the result is cumu-
lative. It may be threefold or fivefold as great as the expenditure. The
Congregational denomination of this country have contributed, first and last,

about two hundred thousand dollars for Church Erection ; and for this they
already show a property in church buildings, thus erected, of a million and a

half of dollars. Those sister denominations, which have spent in the State

of Missouri alone $23,000 for Church Erection the past year—more in that

one commonwealth than we have contributed for all the country—have been
wise in their generation. When the practical men of our churches treat this,

their cause, with the same sound judgment which they use in the affairs of

this world, it will require little presentation from the pulpit. It needs only

to be fairly looked at in its relations to the whole work of evangelization in

the land, to receive the strong assent and ready support of every just and
Christian man among us.

Your Standing Committee would suggest that the admirable report of the

Assembly's Board be as widely circulated as possible among our churches,

and that the best sympathies and energies of the members of this present

Assembly be pledged, to the maintenance and advancement of this enterprise
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of the Church, at this most critical period of its history. To suffer this

cause to flag would be to impede and embarrass the whole work of Home
Evangelization. To multiply its resources and power is to invigorate every
Christian institution, and change hopes and promises and obligations into

permanent realities of blessing.

Your Committee submit the following resolutions, covering the special

subjects of interest in the annual report, and recommend their adoption.

In view of the fact, that one hundred churches in connection with this

Assembly are now without any houses of worship of their own, while new
churches equally destitute are continually being formed by the labors of our
Home Missionaries,

1. Resolved, That it is our duty as a Christian denomination to contribute

to the cause of Church Erection the sum of one hundred thousand dollars

during the year now opened.

2. Resolved., That the pastor, or stated supply, of each church connected

with this General Assembly be earnestly desired, to present the subject of

Church Erection distinctly to his congregation in a discourse, and to take up
a collection in behalf of this cause, on the second Sabbath of December next,

or on the nearest possible Sabbath to that date.

3. Resolved, That this cause be especially commended to the [480] atten-

tion of the elders of the churches, some of whom, in the absence of pastors,

are peculiarly responsible for the welfare of these enterprises of the Church,

and all of whom have it in' their power to encourage their ministers in urging

the new claims of this cause upon those congregations which are not yet

aware of its critical necessities.

4. Resolved, That, as an encouragement to churches which have unpaid

loans from the Permanent Fund to discharge their indebtedness, the Trustees

of the Church Erection Fund be authorized to change such outstanding loans

to donations in part, as was done prior to August, 1866.

5. Resolved, That the vacancies now occurring in the Board of Trustees

of the Church Erection Fund be filled by the election of the following persons:

Messrs. George AV. Lane, Nathan Lane, and John P. Crosby, Esf(.

Mr. William A. Booth having tendered his resignation as a member of the

Board of Trustees, we recommend to the Assembly that his resignation be

not accepted.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 8J o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Wednesday^ May 22d, 8^ o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional exer-

cises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

Communications were received from the Rev. J. George Butler, Delegate

of the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United

States ; from the Rev. George A. Tewksbury, Delegate of the General Con-

ference of the Congregational Churches of Maine ; from the Rev. Aldace

Walker, Delegate of the General Convention of Vermont ; and from the Rev.

Solo A. Dwinnell, Delegate of the Presbyterian and Congregational Conven-

tion of Wisconsin.

The Rev. Ebenezer G. Parsons, Delegate of the General Association of

New Hampshire, and the Rev. Robert G. Vermilye, D. D., Delegate of the

General Association of Connecticut, addressed the Assembly, and were

responded to by the Moderator.

The Special Committee to whom was referred the report of the Committee
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of Conference on Reunion with tlie other branch of the Presbyterian Church,
presented their report, which was accepted and unanimously adopted.

The report of the Committee of Conference is as follows

:

The Committee, appointed by the last General Assembly to confer with a

similar Committee of the other Assembly on the [-181] desirableness and
practicability of reuniting the bodies which they severally represent, would
respectfully report

:

That, in the discharge of the duty assigned them, the two Committees
assembled in the City of New York, Wednesday, the 20th of February, 1867,
and, after organizing in their respective places of appointment, met in joint

session for conference and prayer.

Their meetings continued to a late hour on Friday evening, February 22d,

when the Committees adjourned to meet again, in the same city, on the first

day of May.
Reassembling at that time, they continued their conferences till Tuesday

the 7th of May, when they finally adjourned. The circumstances, in which
the Committees held their first meeting, were so peculiar as to demand a

special mention, as they were fitted to produce an unusual sobriety.

The Chairmen of both Committees as originally constituted were absent

;

one, the Rev. Dr. Brainerd, had been translated to that world, where all the
distinctions of Christian discipleship which exist on the earth are lost in the

harmony of heaven. The other, the Rev. Dr. Krebs, was disabled by severe

illness from all participation in our conferences, waiting for that change to

come which will unite him to the great company of Christian ministers in

the kingdom of God.
All the meetings of the Committees wei'e distinguished by a degree of

courtesy and unanimity, which was more than common. Composed of men
of decided individuality, representing divers interests and sections, they have
discussed every question, many of them of admitted delicacy and difficulty,

with the utmost frankness, without one word or expression of any kind ever
to be regretted by Christian brethren who felt the grave responsibilities of
their position.

The result of their conferences is contained in the following document,
adopted in Joint Committee with remarkable unanimity.

Proposed Terms of Reunion between the two Branches of the
Presbyterian Church in the United States op America.

The Joint Committee of the two General Assemblies of the Presbyterian
Church, appointed for the purpo.se of conferring on the desirableness and
practicability of uniting these two bodies, deeply impressed with the respon-
sibility of the work assigned us, and having earnestly sought Divine guid-
ance, and patiently devoted ourselves to the investigation of the questions
involved, agree in presenting the following for the consideration, and, if they
see fit, for the adoption, of the two General Assemblies

:

Believing that the interests of the Redeemer's kingdom would be promoted
by healing our divisions ; that practical union would greatly augment the
efiiciency of the whole Church for the accompli.shment of its divinely-ap-

pointed work ; that the main [482] causes producing division have either

wholly passed away, or become in a great degree inoperative ; and that two
bodies, bearing the same name, adopting the same Constitution, and claiming
the same corporate rights, cannot be justified by any but the most impera-
tive reasons in maintaining separate and, in some respects, rival organizations

;

and regarding it as both just and proper that a Reunion should be effected
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by the two Churches, as independent bodies and on equal terms ; we propose

the following terms and recommendations, as suited to meet the demands of

the case :

1. The Reunion shall be effected on the doctrinal and ecclesiastical basis

of our common standards
;
the Confession of Faith shall continue to be sin-

cerely received and adopted " as containing the system of doctrine taught
in the Holy Scriptures ;" and its fair, historical sense, as it is accepted by the

two bodies in opposition to Antinomianism and Fatalism on the one hand,

and to Arminianisni and Pelagianism on the other, shall be regarded as the

sense in which it is received and adopted ; and the Government and Disci-

pline of the Presbyterian Church in the United States shall continue to be
approved as containing the principles and rule of our polity.

2. All the ministers and churches embraced in the two bodies shall be
admitted to the same standing in the united body which they may hold in

their respective connections up to the consummation of the Union ; and all

the churches connected with the united body, not thorouglily Presbyterian

in their organization, shall be advised to perfect their organization as soon

as is permitted by the highest interests to be consulted
; no other such

churches shall be received ; and such persons alone shall be chosen Commis-
sioners to the General Assembly as are eligible according to the Constitution

of the Church.

3. The boundaries of the several Presbyteries and Synods shall be adjusted

by the General Assembly of the united Church.

4. The official records of the two branches of the Church for the period

of separation shall be preserved and held as making up the one history of

the Church, and no rule or precedent which does not stand approved by both

the bodies shall be of any authority until re-established in the united body.

5. The corporate rights, now held by the two General Assemblies and by
their Boards and Committees, shall, as far as practicable, be consolidated and
applied for their several objects as defined by law.

6. There shall be one set of Committees or Boards for Home and Foreign

Missions, and the other religious enterprises of the Church, which the

churches shall be encouraged to sustain, though left free to cast their contri-

butions into other channels, if they desire to do so.

7. As soon as practicable after the Union shall be effected, the General

Assembly shall reconstruct and consolidate the several Permanent Com-
mittees and Boards which now belong to the two Assemblies, in such a

manner as to represent, as far as [483] possible, with impartiality, the views

and wishes of the two bodies constituting the united Church.

8. When it shall be ascertained that the requisite number of Presbyteries

of the two bodies have approved the terms of Union as hereinafter provided

for, the two General Assemblies shall each appoint a Committee of seven,

none of them having an official relation to either the Board or the Committee

of Publication, who shall constitute a Joint Committee, whose duty it shall

be to revise the catalogues of the existing publications of the two Churches,

and to make out a list from them of such books and tracts as shall be issued

by the united Church ; and any catalogue thus made out, in order to its

adoption, shall be approved by at least five members of each Committee.

9. If, at any time after the Union has been effected, any of the Theolog-

ical Seminaries, under the care and control of the General Assembly, shall

desire to put themselves under synodical control, they shall be permitted to

do so at the request of their Boards of Direction ; and those Seminaries

which are independent in their organization shall have the privilege of

putting themselves under ecclesiastical control, to the end that, if practi-
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cable, a system of ecclesiastical supervision of such institutions may ulti-

mately prevail through the entire united Church.
10. It shall be regarded as the duty of all our judicatories, ministers, and

people in the united Church to study the things which make for peace, and
to guard against all needless and oftensive references to the causes that have
divided us ; and, in oi'der to avoid the revival of past issues by the contin-

uance of any usage in either branch of the Church that has grown out of

our former conflicts, it is earnestly recommended to the lower judicatories

of the Church, that they conform their practice in relation to all such usages,

as far as consistent with their convictions of duty, to the general custom of

the Church prior to the controversies that resiilted in the separation.

11. The terms of the Reunion shall be of binding force, if they shall be
ratified by three-fourths of the Presbyteries connected with each branch of

the Church within one year after they shall have been submitted to them
for approval.

12. The terms of the Reunion shall be published by direction of the Gen-
eral Assemblies of 1S67, for the deliberate examination of both branches
of the Church, and the Joint Committee shall report to the General Assem-
blies of 1868 any modification of them they may deem desirable, in view of

any new light that may have been received during the year.

13. It is recommended that the Hon. Daniel Haines, and the Hon. Henry
W. Green, LL.D., of New Jersey, Daniel Lord, LL.D., and Theodore W.
Dwight, LL.D., of New York, and Hon. William Strong and Hon. George
Shai'swood, LL.D., of Pennsylvania, be appointed by the General Assemblies
a Committee to inveMigate all questions of property and of vested rights, as

they may stand related to the matter of Reunion, and [484] this Committee
shall report to the Joint Committee as early as the first of January, 1868.

14. It is evident that, in order to adapt our ecclesiastical sj^stem to the

necessities and circumstances of the united Church as a greatly enlarged and
widely extended body, some changes in the Constitution will be required.

The Joint Committee, therefore, request the two General Assemblies to

instruct them in regard to the preparation of an additional article on this

subject, to be reported to the Assemblies of 1868.

Signed by order of the Joint Committee.
Charles C. Beatty, Chairman.
Edwin F. Hatfield, Secretary.

New York, May 7th, 1867.

Leaving their report with the General Assemblies and the ministers and
churches of their denomination throughout the land, your Committee cannot
disregard the providential auspices under which their recommendations await

decision. The present is thought to be a favorable time, now that many
<j[uestions of former controversy have lost their interest, for adopting a mag-
nanimous policy suited to the necessities of our country and the world. The
Presbyterian Church has a history of great renown. It has been intimately

associated with civil and religious liberty in both hemispheres. Its republi-

can and representative character, the parity of its clergy, the simplicity of its

order, the equity of its administration, its sympathy with our institutions, its

ardent patriotism in all stages of our history, its flexible adaptation to our

heterogeneous population, its liberal support of schools, colleges, and semi-

naries designed for general education and theological culture, its firm and
steadfast faith in the extension of the Redeemers kingdom, and that by
means of revealed truth and the special effusions of the Holy Spirit in dis-

tinction from all trust in human arts and devices, all unite to promise, if we
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are wise and faithful, a future for the Presbyterian Church in these United

States greater and better than all the past. Amid the changes which have

occurred around us, we are confident that nothing true and good will ever

recede or decay ; and it becomes all those who love the same faith, order, and

worship, abounding in love and hope, to pray that God would count them
worthy of their calling, that they may fulfill all the good pleasure of His

goodness and the work of faith with power, that the name of our Lord Jesus

Christ may be glorified in them, and they in Him, according to the grace of

our Lord Jesus Christ.

Signed by order of the Committee.
William Adams, Chairman.

New York, May 7th, 1867.

The report of the Special Committee to whom the above report was

referred is as follows

:

[*^85]

The Committee, to whom was referred the report of the Special Committee,

appointed by the last General Assembly to confer with a similar Committee

on the desirableness and practicability of reuniting the bodies which they

severally represent, would respectfully report

:

That they have given the document committed to them a careful consider-

ation, in view of its grave importance, and the manifold interests it involves

in its relations to our own Church and the progress of the kingdom of Christ

in the earth. It presents a basis for the proposed Eeunion, which, if the two

Assemblies so order, is to be submitted to the deliberate examination of both

branches of the Church for one year, subject to such modifications as may
appear necessary or desirable within that period. It leaves the General

Assemblies of 1868 free to act with reference to these terms of Reunion, in

whole or in part, as providential signs may indicate ; and, if advisable, to

submit them to the constitutional and final action of the Presbyteries.

Ample opportunity is thus afforded for a full and deliberate consideration of

the whole subject, in all its bearings, as they shall affect local interests or the

well-being of the entire Church.

For this and kindred rea.sons, your Committee conclude it was not the in-

tention of this body, in referring to them this proposed basis of Reunion,

that its several articles should be discussed at this time and place; and yet

they cannot withhold their conviction, expressed in these general terms, that

results have already been reached full of promise and hope ; that, whatever

concessions have been made, they only indicate how near the two parts of

the divided Church have approached each other; that nothing more and

nothing less than Christian charity would dictate has been yielded ; and that,

in the adjustment of any difficulties or differences, a proper regard has been

preserved for the honor and rights of the respective bodies, to which the

work of their Joint Committee is now submitted. The remarkable unanimity

with which these initiatory proceedings have been concluded, after a thorough

and frank discussion of the basis of Union, is full of encouragement; and

whatever may be the ultimate result, much has already been accomplished

for the healing of our divisions, and the promotion of peace and good-will in

the Presbyterian body.

Impressed with these considerations, and gratefully recognizing therein the

guiding providence of God in the successive stages of this work of concord,

and especially the spirit of wisdom and love given to His servants in their

several conferences, we do recommend, that this Assembly approve of the

whole action of its Special Committee as declared in their report, and that the

same Committee be continued for the purposes for which it was constituted.
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There is a single point on which the Joint Committee ask instructions

from the two General Assemblies. It relates to the changes in representa-

tion, etc., which will be required to adapt [486] our ecclesiastical system to

the necessities and circumstances of the united Church. We would recom-

mend, that it be left to the Joint Committee to examine carefully the whole

subject, and suggest such changes in the Constitution as in their wisdom

they may deem requisite.

It is further recommended, that the report of the Joint Committee be

published under the authority of the General Assembly, for general dis-

tribution among our ministers and churches.

It is also recommended, that the Assembly appoint the several gentlemen

designated by the Joint Committee as legal advisers, and that, in case of the

inability of any one of them to serve, the Committee have power to fill his

place.

It is indicative, we would believe, of the temper of this Assembly, the

largest during our history of thirty years since the separation, that your

Committee, though representing the extremes of our territory, and even the

lingering memories of the conflict which culminated in the division, are of

one mind in desiring the speedy and permanent Reunion of our beloved

Church. It is but reasonable to anticipate, that the same spirit will

characterize the action of the other Assembly, in the recollection of the

fraternal, not to say magnanimous, advances made one year ago, and

which gave rise to present measures for Reunion, and the hope increas-

ingly and fondly cherished in the great Presbyterian household. Other

members of that renowned family, than those represented in the two As-

semblies now in session, at home and across the sea, are stirred in sympa-

thy at the goodly prospect. The friends of Christian Union everywhere

claim an interest in the completion of our work, so happily begun, as

another sign of the predicted day when all Christ's people shall be one,

keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

The report of the Standing Committee on Home Missions was taken up.

Pending its consideration.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Wednesday, May 22^dy 3 o clock P. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

Messrs. George W. Lane, Nathan Lane, and John P. Crosby, Esq., were

duly elected, by ballot. Trustees of the Church Erection Fund, to serve for

three years.

The Rev. Patrick Fairbairn, D. D., and the Rev. James Wells, the Dele-

gates, duly accredited, of the General Assembly of the Free Church of

Scotland, addressed the Assembly, and were responded to by the Moder-

ator. [487]

A communication was received from the Rev. Edward D. Yeomans, D. D.,

one of the Delegates of the General Assembly of the other branch of the

Presbyterian Church. E. A. Raymond, Esq., the other Delegate, addressed

the Assembly, and was responded to by the Moderator.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 8^ o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Thursday, May 23c7, 8 J o'clock A. M.

The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional exer-

cises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.
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The Standing Committee on Publication presented their report, which was
amended, adopted, and is as follows

:

The Standing Committee, to whom were referred the fifteenth annual
report of the Permanent Committee on Publication, and the thirteenth
annual report of the Trustees of the Presbyterian House, having carefully

examined these documents, would respectfully report, that the progress
which is indicated by the report of the Publication Committee, in the work
to which they were assigned, is truly gratifying and encouraging.
From being an experiment of somewhat doubtful success, it has become a

fixed and permanent fact, and has been relieved of certain limitations pre-

viously imposed, so that the Committee may now issue religious books and
tracts of any character, which may be demanded by the pastors and mem-
bers of our churches, and by our Sabbath-schools. Thus the way is pre-

pared for it to become the source of supply of the religious literature

demanded by our denomination. We should aim to make it, in the largest

possible sense, the Publication House of the Presbyterian Church. To this

end it should receive the patronage and support of our ministers and lay-

men. From it clergymen, as far as possible, should replenish their libraries,

and our lay brethren furnish religious reading for their families. In this way
it should be sustained and encouraged and enlarged in its operation.

While we are much gratified with the valuable additions it has been
enabled to make to its published works during the past year, we trust that

this work has only just begun, and that, in a short time, it will be enabled
to add to its list such a number and variety of works, and to afford them at

such prices, as will be an inducement to those belonging to our branch of the
Church, and to many without, to purchase from that source their needed or
coveted supply.

This Publication House is a child of our own creating, and we are under
the most imperative obligations, as Christian men, adequately to sustain it

and provide for its future development. [488]
It should be enabled to keep a reasonably large and well-assorted stock of

publications on hand, not only for sale to its patrons, but also for gratuitous

distribution to those who are unable to purchase. Its tracts and standard

volumes should be sown broadcast among the poor of our churches. For
this, means must be had, money must be provided : and your Committee see

no way in which this can be done, but by giving diligent heed to our collec-

tions for this purpose. Notwithstanding all that previous Assemblies have
said on this subject, these collections continue to be entirely too small, and
many of our churches do not take them at all. This condition of things must
be remedied, or this vital interest of our Church must prove comparatively

a failure. Will not pastors and elders see to it that an annual collection is

taken in their churches for this purpose ?

So, also, we must look to this same source for a complete and perfected

literature for our Sabbath-schools. This is a necessity greatly felt by our
churches, and for the lack of which we have been subjected to the grossest

impositions, by which hundreds of volumes have found their way into our
Sabbath-school libraries which are entirely unfit for perusal by our children

and youth. This can only be remedied by furnishing the right kind of

literature for ourselves ; and we are gratified to know that our Committee
stand ready, from their own publications, and from carefully selected publi-

cations of other houses, to fill orders to any amount for books for Sabbath-

school libraries. It seems to us that our own churches should be instructed

and exhorted to look in this direction for their supply of Sabbath-school books.

We are gratified to learn that the attention of our Committee has been
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turned to the wants of our German population, and we have no doubt that

they are prepared to do all that, under the circumstances of the case, is wise
and best upon the subject.

The report before us refers to our Presbyterian Monthly, and asks what
directions the Assembly will give concerning it? It seems that its circula-

tion is exceedingly limited, and its cost far exceeds the receipts from its

patrons. Shall it be discontinued, or shall it be modified?

It was established in accordance with a felt need by our ministers and
churches ; and, in the opinion of your Committee, that need is as great now
as it was then. We believe the principal difficulty with this magazine to be,

that those who conduct it have attempted to make it accomplish too much,
and thus have failed to popularize it. A pamphlet of only twenty-four
pages cannot successfully serve as a monthly organ for six of our Permanent
Committees. The little, that can be crowded into the space allotted to each
Committee, cannot continue to gain the attention and excite the interest of
the churches. Such an arrangement produces a small fragmentary pamphlet,
without unity of design or symmetry of execution. Nor is there any neces-

sity that this should be the case. What need is there that our Foreign Mis-
sionary Committee should occupy any considerable portion of this [489]
magazine ? Is it necessary that the Missionary Herald should be supple-

mented with four meagre pages in the Presbyterian Monthly? The 3Iission-

ary Herald is our organ for the Foreign Missionary work, and our Foreign
Missionary Committee in their report urge its increased circulation ; and why
not concentrate our efforts in that direction, instead of attempting to thrust

upon our churches a duplicate of four pages in our Presbyterian Monthly ?

We need a monthly mainly for our work of Home Evangelization, which
should be under the control of a single mind, and filled with materials of the
deepest and most thrilling interest, gathei'ed, according to the discretion of
the editor, from the several departments of our home work.
A monthly periodical, in order to be sustained, must interest its readers,

and to this end it must be filled with facts and incidents tersely and vividly

stated, so that they may affect the heart as well as inform the mind. Prosy
essays and serraonic exhortations should be scrupulously rejected—the}^ will

kill any periodical.

We recommend that our Presbyterian Monthly be put*into the hands of
our Publication Committee, to be edited and conducted substantially upon the
principles herein indicated—that it be numbered with their publications for

which they are responsible, and that we pledge ourselves to sustain them in-

this work.

Your Committee would suggest that it be afforded as cheaply as possible,

and that every inducement and facility be held out to secure its circulation.

It is probably too much to expect that such a periodical will sustain

itself; but we believe it will make up the deficiency a hundred-fold by the
increased liberality of our Churches.
We are gratified to learn that the Church Psalmist still maintains a firm

hold upon the affections of the churches, as is evinced by its introduction

into new congregations and the sale during the past year of nearly nine

thousand copies.

We also rejoice at the success of our Social Hymn and Tune Book. It is

fast becoming a great favorite with our churches. In those excellent qual-

ities which eminently fit it for the use it was intended to subserve, it is

unsurpassed by any similar work.
It is also recommended that the following members of the Permanent

Committee, whose term expires the present month, be re-elected, namely

:
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Rev. N. S. S. Beman, D. D., Rev. Albert Barnes, Mr. Alexander Whilldin,

Mr. Frank L. Bodine, and Rev. George F. Wiswell, D. D.

Your Committee most heartily approve of the doings of the Trustees of

the Presbyterian House, as set forth in their report.

They would recommend the re-election of the following Trustees, whose

term of office expires during the present sessions of the Assembly, namely

:

John C. Farr, Esq. ; Charleys S. Wurts, M. D. ; Rev. Daniel March, D. D.

;

Rev. William T. Eva, and Rev. Thomas J. Shepherd, D. D.

They would also recommend that Rev. Albert Barnes and Mr. Alexander

AVhilldin be elected Trustees, to serve the unexpired [490] term, one year

from this time, of Rev. Thomas Braiuerd, D. D., and Matthias W. Baldwin,

Esq.; deceased.

The Special Committee on the work among the Freedmen presented their

report, which was accepted and placed upon the docket.

The Standing Committee on Home Missions, to whom was referred an

Overture from the Synod of Cincinnati, asking the Assembly " to direct the

Permanent Committee of Home Missions to continue the appropriation

(under certain specified conditions) made for the support of ministers, in all

cases where they are entitled to such support, after the relation of such min-

isters and the churches they are serving are dissolved," report, recommending

that the Overture be answered in the negative.

The plan proposed requires a radical change in the Constitution of the

Committee, and in its modes of operation.

The Committee are instructed to aid the feeble churches as such, and not

to support the missionaries.

Should any missionary, however, leave his field of labor before the expira-

tion of the term for which he has been commissioned, and enter upon another,

he can be commissioned again by the same method, and on the same prin-

ciples as at the first.

The report was adopted.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M,
Concluded with prayer.

TUirsday, May 23c?, 3 o'clock P. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Standing Committee on Sabbath-schools presented their report, which

was adopted, and is as follows :

The Standing Committee on Sabbath-schools, having carefully considered

the subjects assigned to them by the General Assembly, would respectfully

report as follows

:

There can be no doubt that, in the multiplicity of absorbing interests de-

manding the notice of the churches, a cause, requiring so much patience in

its consideration, and so much wisdom in its management, as the Sabbath-

school cause, might easily be passed by, with the indifference of those who

are not intelligent concerning its need and its power, and with the indolence

of those who are.

The instruction of children is the last attainment and the highest reach of

Christian grace. Never, until the Church has come to leisure for serious

study, and to advanced spirituality in experience, can those who are its

natural leaders be prevailed upon candidly to estimate and provide for the

wants of the little ones [491] in the fold. The best proof of high civiliza-

tion is found in the toy of a child. Not one has ever been discovered in the

excavations of Rome ; not one was ever found among the ruins of Pompeii.
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It bas been reserved for tbe glory of tbe Cbristian Cburch to seek tbe bappi-

iiess and the spiritual good of the babes and sucklings, out of whose mouth,

God bas ordained praise. And yet, so little is this appreciated, that its utter-

ance even now is likely to fall on many of our best minds as the mere extrav-

agance of a harmless enthusiasm ; not to be rebuked, indeed, for it is so amiable
;

but not to be heeded as a philosophical fact, for it is considered extreme.

We mark with much pleasure the endeavors made by our Permanent Com-
mittee, during this first year of its existence, in the direction of the literature

which is passing into the hands of the youth of our congregations. The
criticisms published in the monthly magazine are very valuable, and, if con-

tinued, will be of essential help to those who are commissioned to select books
for our libraries

The columns of statistics in the printed Minutes are already so crowded,
that it seems impossible to grant their request for additional space, in report-

ing teachers and officers as distinct from pupils. We hope that it will be
understood among the congregations, that the annual reports are intended to

include all the legitimate members of the schools, officers, teachers, and
scholars of both church and mission schools.

No one can fail to observe the disabilities under which the Permanent
Committee has been laboring during the past twelve months. It has had
no Secretary to act as its medium of intercourse with the churches, and no
positive constituency whatever to extend to it countenance, or furnish it

decorous support. These brethren seem to us to merit praise for having
had the courage even to attempt to accomplish any thing whatever in such
circumstances.

But surely it cannot be expected, that any organization like this can hold
its proper place with due dignity, or be in any degree effective in its desig-

nated work, under embarrassments so multiplied. The Committee has done
organically all it could, and done it well. But there can be no wisdom, and
there is no generosity, in continuing even in existence a Permanent Commit-
tee, which is obliged to exhaust its efforts upon mex'e compilation of statistics

from the printed Minutes, or look for its necessarily accruing expenses to the
unauthorized assessment of a few " residents in Central and Western New
York." To be sure, the General Assembly owes its sincere thanks to those
friends of the Sabbath-school cause who have willingly responded thus far

to the call : but the great denomination it represents can ill afford to permit
any one of its organized Committees to make persistently this mendicant show
for itself, or send out its official circulars on such a pitiful errand. We ought
to do more, or do less at once. ['^^•^1

Hence all the members of the Standing Committee are disposed to heed,
on the instant, the request already made to the Assembly, that a Correspond-
ing Secretary should be appointed, bearing the same relation to this branch
of our benevolent effort, as those officially recognized in the departments of
Home Missions, Education, and Publication bear to the respective Commit-
tees which they now serve. This Secretary ought to be clothed with the
requisite authority, to go officially among the congregations, as the honored
representative of the Church at large; and should receive a salary adequate
for his competent support, so as to be able to devote his time and his gifts to

the important work assigned him.
If it be asked. What need is there for such a Secretary? we reply, first,

there is all tbe need for a Secretary that there is for such a Committee, and
the n)ore need now, in that the Committee has been organized

; and we reply,

second, that there is all the need for this Secretary and Committee in our
denomination that there is in any.

29
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If it be asked. Why not continue to do our Sabbath-school work in con-

nection with co-operative societies ? we reply that already have our brethren

of every name deserted us to all intents and purposes. The Baptist, the

Episcopal, the Reformed Dutch, the Methodist, and in New England the

Congregational Churches, have in turn estal)lished and now support each a

denominational Sunday-School Union, retaining meanwhile their pof^ition in

others merely to control their publications and activities. And, furthermore,

it ought to be remembered that the present (piestion is not concerning the

institution of an organization, but concerning its efficiency. Our Committee

is already established ; the question is : Shall it attempt to do any of its pre-

scribed work ?

xMoved by considerations like these, the Standing Committee would recom-

mend at once, that the request laid before the Assembly be granted, and that

the Permanent Committee be authorized to appoint a Corresponding Secre-

tary ; but we find ourselves embarrassed by some other complications which

force us to hesitate.

It is doubtful whether all of our churches are ready to receive so sud-

denly, as a denominational charge, the entire Sabbath-school Missionary

operations which we have been accustomed hitherto to do in co-operation

with others; whether the Permanent Committee itself has already com-

pleted and compacted its new organization, sufficiently for it to assume the

responsibility of an undertaking so extensive as this promises to be;

whether the other official Committees of our Church have adjusted their

relative duties so nicely, as to be prepared to welcome at once into a digni-

fied and acknowledged equality this one, which in many of its characteristics

will be new; whether the best man for the desired Secretaryship could be

found on call, or, at any rate, could be selected wisely, before the Committee

should by experience have grown somewhat acquainted with its own essen-

tial wants ; whether, in case of an organic connection in frontier work with

[4!);i] the remaining Committees, the consideration of another and more
central location, and consequent reorganization, of the Permanent Com-
mittee might not be forced upon the Assembly ; and whether a measure^

so important as this, would command the cordial consent and respect of

those among the most prudent of our counsellors, to whom we are wont to

look in all exigencies, at a time wOien their minds are heavily occupied with

questions of great gravity, demanding instantaneous decision, and embracing

the whole polity of the Church.

These are among the first and most pressing reasons, which constrain the

Standing Committee to withhold their recommendation, at the present time,

concerning any new appointment of a salaried Secretary. Still they feel

bound to receive, with great consideration, the request preferred by those

in whose matured conclusions they would be glad fully to coincide. And
they feel free to express the confitlent hope, that the history of the year to

come will have so far made the way clear, that another Assembly will expe-

rience none of the hindrances which embarrass this.

With a view to help forward a result so much to be desired, the Committee

avow it as their conviction, that the precarious support now permitted to this

I'ermanent Committee ought to be established on a firm basis ; the counte-

nance extended to it ought to be open and full ; its work ought to be urged

forward, and at its disposal ought to be placed all necessary means for its

efficiency, so that it may become a thoroughly organized agency in all that

belongs to the Sabbath-school cause.

The Standing Committee therefore recommend to the General Assembly

the adoption of the following resolution^

:
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1. That the congregations and Sabbath-schools within our bounds be
invited and urged to make generous contributions, during the present year,

in behalf of the general work represented in the plan upon which this Per-

manent Committee was established.

2. That this organization be recommended cordially to the sympathy and
co-operation of all our churches, as our agency in the various branches of

Sabbath-school work ;
and that they be earnestly requested to transmit their

funds through its hands.

3. That the Permanent Committee be instructed to proceed at once to their

legitimate work, disbursing the moneys they receive in the several ways
opened to them in the providence of God

; the establishment of new schools,

and the succoring of those which are feeble ; the sustaining of missionaries

commissioned by the Home Missionary Committee
; the supplying of libra-

ries in connection with the Publication Committee, and all the kinds of

religious work among the children, especially in our own land, to which
their wisdom shall point with hopes of success.

4. That the Permanent Committee be instructed to elect at once a Treas-

urer, whose duty it shall be each year, under its direction, to report

receipts and expenditures of all funds intrusted to them to the General

Assembly.
In laying this burden upon the Permanent Committee, we feel [494] some

little reluctance, but we trust that those brethren, who have already shown
themselves so worthy of the confidence reposed in them, will accept it as a

labor of love, in the hope that, by the end of another year, when their work
shall become settled, their need become definite, and their resources become
respectable, the Assembly will be ready to place this Committee on an equal
foundation with the others.

It only remains for us further to recommend that Rev. Samuel M. Camp-
bell, D. D., Rev. Charles P. Bush, Rev. Marvin R. Vincent, and Mr. Josiah

P. Bailey be elected to membership in the Permanent Committee to serve

three years ; also that Mr. Edward Bristol, of BuiFalo, be elected for the same
class in place of Samuel Field, Esq., and Mr. Andrew A. Smith, of Brooklyn,

be elected for one year in place of Mr. Ralph Wells, who has declined to

serve.

The First Presbyterian church of the City of Harrisburgh, Pennsylvania,

was chosen as the place for the meeting of the next General Assembly ; and
the session of that church were appointed a Committee of Arrangemoits for

that meeting.

The Records of the Synods of Albany, Utica, Onondaga, Geneva, Susque-
hanna, Genesee, New York and New Jersey, Pennsylvania, West Pennsyl-
vania, Michigan, Cincinnati, Wabash, Peoria, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota
and Missouri, without exception, and those of the Synods of Western Re-
serve and Ohio, with exceptions, which were duly recorded, were, on the
recommendation of the respective examining Committees, approved as far

as written. The Committees on the Records of the Synods of Indiana, Ten-
nes.see, and Alta California reported, that those Records have not been for-

warded to this General Assembly. The report was accepted, and the ( 'Om-

mittee discharged. The Committee on the Records of the Synod of Illinois

presented a report, which was accepted and put on the docket.

The Standing Committee on Education presented their report, which was
accepted, and placed on the docket.

Adjourned until 7^ o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.
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TJairsdmj, May 23d, 7^ o clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and united with a large number of their fellow-Chris-

tians in the celebration of the Lord's Supper.

After the service, adjourned until to-morrow at 8j o'clock A. M. [495]

Friday, May 24th, 8 J o clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional exer-

cises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee on Mileage presented their report, which, with thanks for

their laborious and faithful services, was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Committee on Mileage respectfully report

:

That they have received, for the Commissioners' Fund $7130.69
" " " " " Contingent Fund 748.91

$7879.60

The bills of necessary traveling expenses of Commis-
sioners amount to $6046.00

Contingent expenses 1400.00

$7446.00

Leaving a balance of 433.60

Two Presbyteries only have failed to pay anything to the Assembly's Fund,

namely, Osage and San Francisco.

Eight Presbyteries have only paid enough to secure the Minutes of the

Assembly, namely, Champlain, Chenango, llarrisburgh, Monroe, Marshall,

Washtenaw, Kalamazoo, and Chariton.

Fourteen have paid but a part of their assessment, namely, St. Lawrence,

Oswego, Utica, Onondaga, Cortland. Tioga, Lyons, Buffalo, Genesee, North

River, Kockaway, Philadelphia Fourth, Huron, and Franklin.

Your Committee would respectfully call the attention of the Assembly to

the custom, followed by certain Presbyteries, of withholding a part of their

assessment, in order to secure in full the traveling expenses of their own
Commissioners, thereby showing an unwillingness to take the risk of their

fellow-members on this point. The generosity and fairness of this procedure

may well be questioned. By the promptness of the great majority of the

Presbyteries, none have suffered in this instance by the policy referred to.

Your Committee do not understand that inability to meet the rule of the

Assembly is offered as a justification. They hope none of their successors

will be obliged, in the discharge of their duty, to refer to a matter so dis-

agreeable.

The Committee recommend that the assessment of six cents per member
be continued for the next year.

The Committee recommend that the Assembly appropriate from the sur-

plus funds an amount sufficient to cover the necessary traveling expenses of

the Committee on Reunion for the year past, and also for the present year.

The Committee recommend, that the neces.sary traveling expenses of such

of the Commissioners as are entitled thereto be paid in full. [496]

The appeal of Silas Miller against a decision of the Synod of Illinois was

taken up.

It having appeared that the appeal was regularly taken, the sentence

appealed from, the reasons assigned by the appellant for his appeal, and the

whole record of the proceedings of the Synod of Illinois, including the testi-

mony, and the reasons of their decision, were read.
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The further consideration of the case was then suspended during the re-

mainder of this session.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported a memorial suggesting a

change in the order of exercises in the churches, with the recommendation

that no action be taken upon the subject. The report was adopted.

The same Committee reported a paper respecting Grerman Missions, the

addition of a German member to the Presbyterian Committee of Home Mis-

sions, and the establishment of a German College, which was referred to the

Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions.

Adjourned until 2^ o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May l\.th, 2h o'clock P. 31.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

Reports were received from the Delegates to Corresponding Bodies : from

the Rev. J. Few Smith, D. D., to the General Synod of the Evangelical Lu-

theran Church ; the Rev. Herrick Johnson, to tlie General Assembly of the

United Presbyterian Church ; the Rev. Joel Parker, D. D., to the General

Synod of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church ; the Rev. Edwin A.

Bulkley, to the General Convention of Vermont; the Rev. Conway P.

Wing, D. D., to the General Association of Connecticut ; the Rev. Francis

S. McCabe, to the General Association of Massachusetts ; and the Rev.

George I. King, D. D., to the Presbyterian and Congregational Convention

of Wisconsin
;

all of which were accepted, and ordered to be printed in the

Appendix to the Minutes.

A report was received from the Rev. Henry Little, the Delegate to the

General Assembly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, which was ac-

cepted, and referred to a Special Committee consisting of the Rev. William

C. Wisner, D. D., the Rev. George A. Lyon, D. D., and Mr. Joseph Ditto.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported an Overture, asking
" whether a vote of a session entitles a person to the privileges of the Church,

who is not baptized and has not made a public profession of faith?" They
recommended the following answer

:

["i^*^]

The vote of a session does not entitle an unbaptized person to the privi-

leges of the Church, for the reason that baptism, as our Confession of Faith

declares, (Chap. XXVIIL, sec. 1,) is declared to be "a sacrament for the

solemn admission of the party baptized into the visible Church."

The public profession of one's faith may, for sufficient reasons, as our

Directory of Worship allows, be omitted ; but the exceptional case does not

respect baptism, which precedes the admission of the party to the Lord's

Table. The vote of the .session to this effect must be conditioned upon the

baptism, and can in no case be a substitute for the sacrament itself.

The report was adopted.

The same Committee reported a memorial, asking for certain action of the

General Assembly to pi'event the division and destruction of our churches in

the State of Iowa by the agency of Congregationalists.

The Committee recommended the following answer

:

That it is inexpedient to take such action As the memorialist desires, in the

belief that a strict adherence to the rules already established, both by the

American Home Missionary Society and our own Presbyterian Committee
of Home Missions, will prevent, so far as their respective agencies can con-

trol the matter, collision in the work of Domestic Missions.

The report was adopted.
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The same Committee reported the following Overture and reply

:

The Presbytery of Athens and the Presbytery of Catskill have severally

presented requests, that this General Assembly will direct,

1. That in the column marked " Address," in the roll of ministers and

churches as at present printed, the address of each church be entered oppo-

site the name of the church, instead of that of the minister.

2. That the blanks for our Statistical Reports be so amended as to pre-

sent a fuller view of the objects to which our benevolent contributions

are given.

Your Committee are of the opinion that any alteration of the " Address
"

in the Minutes, or of the blanks for Statistical Reports, is inexpedient at pres-

ent, and recommend that no action be taken by this Assembly requiring it.

The report was adopted.

The same Committee reported an Overture, asking whether " it is proper

for the deacons of our churches to officiate on sacramental occasions when
the elders are present ?

"

The Committee recommended that, inasmuch as we have no rule in rela-

tion to the subject, the matter be referred to the discretion of the sessions of

the churches. The report was adopted.

The same Committee presented the following report, which was adopted :[498]

A paper from the Synod of Albany, containing some suggestions or resolu-

tions in relation to the use of liturgical forms of worship, which they desire

to be adopted by this General Assembly, was considered by your Committee

this morning, w^hen it was
Resolved, That, as the usages and forms of the Presbyterian Church have

been so uniform and acceptable for years pa.st, from their scriptural simplicity
;

and as no extensive departure from, or change of, these usages and forms is

likely to take place in the Presbyterian denomination, therefore it is the

judgment of this Committee that no action by this Assembly is at present

demanded.
The same Committee reported two inquiries from the Presbytery of Iowa

City, in respect to which a majority and minority report were presented.

Pending their consideration, the Assembly proceeded to an order of the day.

The Rev. John C. V. Hoes, D. D., the Delegate of the Reformed Protest-

ant Dutch Church, addressed the Assembly, and was responded to by the

Moderator.

The consideration of the appeal of Silas Miller was resumed. The Rev.

George I. King, D. D., of the Presbytery of Schuyler, was heard for half an

hour, by request and in behalf of the appellant.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 8^ o'clock A. M.

Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, May 25th, 8i odock A. M.

The Assembly met, and occupied the morning hour with devotional

exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The consideration of the appeal of Silas Miller was resumed. The Rev.

Edwin Black was heard in behalf of the session of the church of Tuscola,

. one of the original parties in the case. The Rev. George I. King, D. D., was

further heard in behalf of the appellant. The members of the Synod pres-

ent were then heard in explanation of the grounds of their decision.

The further consideration of the case was deferred until the afternoon

session.

The Committee, to whom was referred the report of the Delegate to the
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Cumberland Presbyterian Church, reported the following resolution, which
was adopted

:

Resolved., That, while the General Assembly would not be considered as

censuring in the least the Rev. Henry Little, our Delegate to the General

Assembly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, believing that he acted

conscientiously and according to [499] the best of his judgment, they would,

nevertheless, express the opinion that their Delegates are under obligations

to fulfil the mission to which they are appointed, and have no authoi'ity vir-

tually to terminate, by their own act, a correspondence between this Assem-
bly and another ecclesiastical body.

On the recommendation of the Standing Committee on Leave of Absence,
it was

Resolved, That the General Assembly earnestly recommend to its Presby-
teries, as far as possible, the appointment as Commissioners of those only

who are able and willing to remain to the close of its session, to the end that

all the work of the Assembly may be performed by all its members.
It was further

Resolved, That this Assembly recommend to each of the Presbyteries to

take eflfectual measures to secure an annual meeting of the elders of its

churches.

Adjourned until 2^ o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, May 25th, 21 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The consideration of the appeal of Silas Miller was resumed. The Roll

of the Assembly was called, and opportunity given to every member to ex-

press his opinion on the case. After which the final vote was taken, when it

appeared that the decision of the Synod of Illinois in the case of the appel-

lant, Silas Miller, was confirmed.

Hon. Henry W. Williams, LL.D., John P. Crosby, Esq., and William H.
Jessup, Esq., were appointed a Committee to j^i'^jjare a minute expressive of

the sense of the Assembly in passing the vote.

Adjourned until Monday next at SJ o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

llonday. May 21th, 8j o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the sessions of Saturday were read and approved.

A communication was received from the General Synod of the [500] Re-
formed Presbyterian Church, recently in session at New York City, relative

to a General Convention, looking to the Union of all the Preshyterian bodies

in the country, was referred to a Committee, consisting of the Rev. Sherman
B. Canfield, D. D., the Rev. William H. Goodrich, D. D., and the Hon. Peter
Odlin.

The Standing Committee on Ministerial Relief presented their report,

which was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Committee, to whom was referred the subject of ministerial relief,

beg leave to report

:

That the object of this Fund, and the mode of administering it, meet their

entire approbation. The Master has said, with special reference to spiritual

labor, " the laborer is worthy of his hire," and certainly the laborer, when worn
out with hard work, or disabled from it by old age, should be entitled to the

pittance of his daily bread, till he is called to his rest.
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The necessity and propriety of this Fund for Ministerial Relief may be seen

from the following considerations :

The usual inadequacy of ministerial support for any purpose of accumu-

lation, or provision for long continued disability or helpless old age. Min-

isters and their families have the same wants as persons in other positions in

life ; their children are to be fed and clothed and educated. But with the

exception of those few settled in our cities and larger villages, and abler

churches, the remuneration for their labor is barely sufficient for their press-

ing daily wants ; and it is believed that no class of men are accustomed to

practise a more rigid economy and prudent outlay. The difficulties and

embarrassments in this regard are greatly increased, in these times of high

prices, by the fact that the salaries of ministers have not been advanced in

proportion to the advance in the expenses of living, or in proportion to the

advance of remuneration for other kinds of labor. As long as ministers

can labor, they can live, because none know how to exercise a wiser econ-

omy ; but, when laid aside, if they have nothing to fall back upon, and

no personal friends to extend the helping hand, they must be subjected to

privation and suffering ; and their wives, if left widows, and their children,

if left orphans, with their former dependence swept away, should be regarded

as entitled to special sympathy and aid from the friends of Christ.

The long pastorates are few ; where they exist, there is very little danger

that the pastor or his family will be neglected in their days of want. They

are provided for by a very kind remembrance of long and laborious service,

and by a warm aft'ection on the part of their people, that is better for them

than a life insurance. Many of our ministers are subject to frequent

changes of place. A few years of service in one place, and then in another,

establishes no special claim anywhere ; and especially is this fact true in

reference to our Home Missionaries and those doing pioneer service in the

Church ; when disabled or laid aside from age, they feel that they have no

home and no friends ; that they are [501] remembered by no one of the

congregations which tliey have served, with sufficient interest to make sure

a careful looking after their temporal comfort.

It is only in the absence of all other means of support that disabled min-

isters are expected to lean upon this Fund for Ministerial Relief In the

great majority of cases of the disabled and the aged, a Divine Providence

presents some method of relief, without the necessity of resorting to the

scanty pittance afforded by this Fund. Sons and daughters, religiously

trained, feel it a privilege to honor their parents, by supplying their wants,

when those parents have passed beyond the period of remunerative labor.

It is only when Providence presents no other method of relief, that this

Fund comes in with its timely aid. The plan of thus affording relief is so

well arranged, and so carefully guarded by the necessary steps to obtain

that relief, that there is very little danger even of a wrong appropriation.

The Committee would renew the recommendation of a former Assembly,

that each church connected with the Assembly be requested to take an

annual collection in aid of this Fund for Ministerial Relief A timely sermon,

now and then, setting forth the claims of such an one as Paul, the aged,

wearied and worn out in the service of the Church, would be quite sure tc

meet a response on the part of the people amply sufficient for all the pur-

poses of the Fund. This is only the third year of the existence of this

Fund in our branch of the Church, but since its establishment the interest

of the churches in it has been steadily increasing, while the applications for

relief have been increasing in just about the proportion of the increase of

interest. Worthy applicants are supplied to the full extent of the Fund,
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and to keep up this system of needed relief there must be a constant supply

from the churches.

The Committee feel, also, that the object contemplated by this Fund is

one which may well be commended to those moneyed men in the Church
who are desirous of leaving their charities in a position of permanent use-

fulness. What more noble charity can there be, what more acceptable to

the Master, than to minister to the necessities of those of His disabled and
aged servants who have spent their lives in the toils of Christian labor, and
are only lingering in this world till the blaster shall call them to their reward
in the next ?

The Committee would, also, call the attention of each Presbytery to the

importance of having a Standing Committee, through whom applications

for relief may be made. The rules of the Fund require, that every appli-

cant should apply for aid through the Committee of his own Presbytery.

Such a Committee is necessary, not only to indorse the first application, but
every renewed application. Serious inconvenience and needless delay and
expense have been occasioned, in consequence of the neglect to appoint such

a Committee.
Finally, the Committee would suggest, that the class of minis[502]ters

and their families, for whose relief this Fund has been established, should

not be forgotten or overlooked in the prayers of Christian people.

A paper conveying a request in behalf of Mr. Silas Miller, that his case

be referred to the Synod of Illinois for final action, was referred to the Com-
mittee appointed to prepare a minute on the decision of the Assembly.

The Standing Committee to nominate Delegates to Corresponding Bodies
presented their report, Avhich was adopted, and is as follows : To

1. The General Assemhli/ of the Presbyterian Church in the United States

of America, that met this year at Cincinnati, Ohio—Rev. John C. Smith,
I). D., of the Presbytery of the District of Columbia, and the Hon. William
Strong, of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Third, principals ; and Rev.
Halsey Dunning, of the Presbytery of the District of Columbia, and James
W. Kerr, M. D., of the Presbytery of Harrisburgh, alternates.

2. The General Assembly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church—Rev.
Thomas Lippincott, of the Presbytery of Alton, principal ; and Rev. John
M. Bishop, of the Presbytery of Salem, alternate.

3. The General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church of North
America—Rev. Clement E. Babb, of the Presbytery of Hamilton, principal

;

and Rev. Rollin A. Sawyer, of the Presbytery of Dayton, alternate.

4. The General Synod of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church in North
America—Rev. A. Augustus Wood, D. D., principal ; and the Rev. Samuel
H. Gridley, D. D., of the Presbytery of Geneva, alternate.

5. The General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North
America^—Rev. George A. Lyon, D. D., of the Presbytery of Erie, principal

;

and Rev. Samuel M. Sparks, of the Presbytery of Pittsburgh, alternate.

G. The General Synod of the Evanf/elical Lutheran Church in the United
States—Rev. Henry E. Niles, of the Presbytery of Harrisburgh, principal

;

and the Rev. Thomas H. Robinson, of the same Presbytery, alternate.

7. The General Conference of the Congregational Churches of Maine—
Rev. Francis B. Wheeler, of the Presbytery of North River, principal ; and
Rev. A. Bordman Lambert, D. D., of the Presbytery of Troy, alternate.

fi. The General Association of New Hampshire—Rev. Burtis C. Megie,
of the Presbytery of Rockaway, principal ; and Rev. Selden Haines, of the

Presbytery of Utica, alternate.

9. The General Convention of Vermont—Rev. Timothy M. Hopkins, of the
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Presbytery of Geneva, principal ; and Rev. Benjamin Graves, of the Presby-
tery of Dayton, alternate.

10. The General Association of Massacliusetts—Rev. J. Glentwortli Butler,

D. D., of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Third, [503] principal ; and Rev.
Ezra H. Gillett, D. D., of the Presbytery of New York, Fourth, alternate.

11. The General Association of Connecticut—Rev. T. Ralston Smith, of

the Presbytery of New York, Third, principal ; and Rev. Erskine N. White,
of the Presbytery of New York, Fourth, alternate.

12. Tlic Preshi/terian and Congregational Convention of Wisconsin—Rev.
George Duffield, Jr., of the Presbytery of Knox, principal ; and Rev. Edwin
L. Hurd, of the Presbytery of Schuyler, alternate.

The report was adopted.

The designation of Delegates to the General Assembly of the Free
Church of Scotland, and the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
in Ireland, was referred with power to the Standing Committee of Nomina-
tions.

The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions presented their report, which
was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions have given careful considera-

tion to the report of the Permanent Committee, and such other papers as

have been given by the General Assembly to their charge, and present the

following results of their deliberations :

Your Committee regret that the review of the year should again show,
that a very large proportion of our membership (nearly one-fourth) make
no contribution to the work of Foreign INIissions, and that the amounts
given are so small, being on an average of but about ninety-eight cents

per member throughout our whole Church.

Your Committee are aware that, in the number of non-contributing

churches, are found exclusively our feeble churches, many of them mis-

sionary churches and themselves struggling for a bare existence. Yet we
believe that no church or individual can be so poor as to be exempt from

the duty, or so weak as to be deprived of this great means of grace—giv-

ing to send the Gospel to a heathen world.

Your Committee are of the opinion that a lack of information in respect

to the necessities of the world abroad, is practically the main and efficient

cause of the want of interest, and of the inadequacy of the contributions.

Unless there be an acquaintance with the work being done, interest is impos-

sible. They feel most who know best.

Regrets should lead to a prompt and efficient remedy. This remedy, your

Committee suppose, is easily within the reach of every pastor. Very many
pastors are lamentably ignorant of the foreign missionary field, and are un-

willing to give the time necessary to acquire information. It is not wonder-

ful that they do not impart what they do not possess.

If each pastor should interest himself, by a systematic acquaintance with

what God is doing in the heathen world through our [504] missionaries, and

should become familiar with the men through their work, he could scarcely

fail to communicate his awakened zeal to his people. Who can doubt that

any church, made acquainted with the location of only a few mission sta-

tions, made familiar with the names, character, and labors of even a few

missionaries, would inevitably be found giving of its means to sustain them ?

Your Committee, in behalf of the General Assembly, would most earnestly

urge, upon all pastors and stated supplies, the duty of personal familiarity

"with the work of God in foreign lands, and a diligent and careful impartation

of more or less detailed knowledge of this subject to their people, believing.
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as we do, that this would without doubt secure a response from even the

feeblest church.

Closely allied to this topic is the use of our missionary publications. The
circulation of the 3Iissionmy Herald should be promoted. Under its new
and efficient management it is more than ever valuable. Your Committee

would suggest, also, that the Permanent Committee be directed to make, as

far as practicable, a systematic use of the Preshyterlan Monthly magazine,

publishing extracts from the letters of our missionaries at as early a date as

possible after their receipt, and giving such other facts as shall be calculated

to awaken a personal concern in the reader with the brethren gone out from

our churches.

Your Committee regard with deep interest the correspondence which the

Permanent Committee have had with our missionary brethren during the

past year. The letters fi-om these brethren, at once noble and touching, draw
them more closely than ever to our hearts. It is to be hoped that this cor-

respondence so happily begun will be continued and extended.

Your Committee have been deeply affected by the earnest pleadings of our

overworked missionaries for help. W^ cannot but regard with great solicitude

the fact, that the accumulated labors of our brethren abroad have laid one

and another aside, and threaten to send others to premature graves. Will not

our young men listen to those almost despairing cries for help ?

With these sorrowful feelings, your Committee mingle rejoicings over the

fact that, during the year past, an unusual number have offered themselves

to the foreign missionary work, and that God has been graciously pleased to

revive, in our seminaries, the missionary spirit, which in other days sent many
brethren, very able and very dear, to the heathen world.

An Overture has been placed in the hands of your Committee from the

Presbytery of Monroe, asking " That the General Assembly will take into

consideration the propriety of receiving the mission now under the care of the

Rev. R. G. Wilder, at Kolapoor, India, into its care."

An Overture from the Presbytery of Detroit, making the same request,

and asking that the General Assembly would " refer the whole matter to a

special committee," has by the vote of the General Assembly been committed

to us. [505]
While your Committee cannot but admire the most energetic efforts of

Mr. Wilder to sustain this mission, and cannot cease to rejoice in its success,

yet to accede to this Overture, and receive this mission under the care of the

General Assembly, would be to inaugurate an entirely new and different sys-

tem of carrying forward our foreign missionary work. This we feel assured

the General Assembly is not at present prepared to do. We, therefore, recom-

mend that the Overture be answered in the negative.

Your Committee find, embodied in the Permanent Committee's report, an

earnest letter from one of our missionaries among the Indians, petitioning

the General Assembly to memorialize our National Congress, and to " ask

that Indians, like all other persons, be declared subject to the criminal laws

of the United States, and that provision may be made for the appointment

and support of officers to enforce our laws among them." The Permanent

Committee also " express the hope, that this General Assembly will give heed

to the earnest request," etc.

On a very careful consideration of the subject, your Committee are of the

opinion, that the facts upon which these requests are based are too broadly,

at least, if not incorrectly, stated, and that however, through the inefficiency

and corruption of officials, and especially through a low and wicked public

sentiment, they are badly administered, yet our laws intend to protect the life
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and property of the Indian, and that, when in reach, he is under their pro-

visions both for protection and for punishment.

When it is remembered that the Indian tribes are independent, and that

treaties are made with them as separate nationahties, it will be seen at once
that to petition Congress to extend our criminal laws over them, in a larger

sense than now, would be to ask that their acknowledged independence be

taken away, and their whole status and relation to the government changed.

This would involve great questions of civil rights and citizenship which clearly

do not lie within the province of this Assembly to discuss.

While, then, we sympathize most deeply with our brethren among the

Indians in their trials, and rejoice with them in their successes, and while we
feel most profoundly the wrongs crying to Heaven that the Indians sufler, yet

we do not see that it is proper for the General Assembly to accede to the

request which we have now considered.

Your Committee take this occasion to express their profound concern,

when they perceive that, while each of the other great benevolent causes of

our Church has made gratifying progress, this of Foreign Missions alone has
remained stationary or has relatively retrograded. Our Church seems to have
lost in a measure a sense of its profound importance.

The cause of Mi.ssions is one. There ought not to be, as there cannot be
on a proper consideration of the subject, any antagonism between the depart-

ments of Home and Foreign Missions ; and any view which would exalt the

one above the other, or seek to [oOG] advance the one at the expense of the

other, is at once short-sighted and mistaken.

The command of Christ, " Go ye to the lost sheep of the house of Israel,"

was given to the seventy timid, childish disciples, who knew scarcely that he
was the Messiah ; it was lost, and evermore to be forgotten, in the sublime

command from an ascending Christ, " Go ye into all the world, and preach

the Gospel to every creature." The promise, full of boundless blessedness,

" Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world," was in the same
breath with that which gave this great commission. The world-discipling

Church is the Christ-containing Church.

The hour, when with narrow selfishness she begins to care only for her

own, is the hour when she begins to lose the presence of her Master. A
Church, not a missionary Church sending the Gospel abroad, is a dying

Church. Her history proves it. The days of her home power have been

the days of her missionary zeal. It has been so in the past, and our statis-

tics show to-day that churches which have made the largest contributions to

Home Missions have been those which exhibit the fullest to Foreign Mis-

sions ; and that, for every foreign missionary sent abroad, ten have been sent

to the home field. We believe that it would be disastrous beyond measure

to the piety and power of our Church, were the idea to prevail, that to pro-

mote home evangelization our foreign work must be forsaken.

We can never disobey, ignore, or hold in abeyance the great command of

the Lord Jesus, without the veiling of His presence and the withdrawal of

the Holy Spirit, the life power of the Church. We can no more effectually

enkindle her love and quicken her zeal for her home work, than to fill her

with a tearful solicitude for a heathen world.

The Kev. Robert R. Booth, D. I)., Rev. John McLeod, Rev. Alfred E.

Campbell, D. D., Mr. William Churchill, and Mr. Oliver E. Wood, are recom-

mended for election on the Permanent Committee of Foreign Missions, to the

full term of three years ; and the Hon. Horace J. Poinier and Hon. John

Torrey, to fill the vacancies occasioned by the resignations of Hon. William

E. Dodere and Hon. Edward A. Lambert.
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The following resolution was adopted :

Resolved, That the General Assemljly recommend to its churches the ob-

servance of the week, beginning with the first Sabbath of January next, as

a week of special prayer for the Conversion of the World.

Resolved, That the General Assembly recommend the observance of the

day of special prayer for Colleges and Seminaries of learning.

The report of the Standing Committee on Home Missions was taken up,

adopted, and is as follows :

The Standing Committee on Home Missions, in presenting their [507]

report, cannot refrain from expressing their thankfulness to the great Head
of the Church, for the large measure of success, that has attended the oper-

ations of the Permanent Committee for the last year. They are grateful,

that we have been permitted, as a Church, so greatly to enlarge, during the

year, the number of our missionaries ;
that so many calls from different parts

of the field have reached us for new laborers ; and that the Church has re-

sponded to these calls by a large increase of pecuniary assistance. In these

facts, they discover cheering evidence of the growth of the spiritual life of

the Chui-ch, of the sanctification of its members, and of their increased

sympathy with the great Head of the Church in His benevolent purposes for

our ruined humanity, llemembering that the preceding ecclesiastical year

was distinguished by a great outpouring of God's Spirit, that two hundred

and fourteen revivals are specially mentioned in our Presbyterial Narratives

for that year, they cannot fail to regard this enlargement and quickening of

our missionary activities, as a Church, as one of the happy results of these

seasons of spiritual refreshment. Our people having first " given their own
selves unto the Lord," it was natural that they, like the primitive churches

of Macedonia, should abound in this grace of liberality also. From this

striking coincidence your Committee cannot but hope, that we may all learn

wherein lies the true secret of the Church's power, and her highest prepara-

tion for the work of either our country's or the world's evangelization ; and

that our present ecclesiastical year, full of the power of the Divine Spirit in

our churches, may thus become a year of great advance in the work of Home
Missions.

But the great occasion, that your Committee feel for thankfulness to

Almighty God, for the success of the past year, is the fact that they regard

it as only a prophecy of greater advance in the future. That steady progress

which has marked the work of our Permanent Committee, ever since its

organization, we believe, is not only to continue for the year to come, but is

to be greatly accelerated. And, while it may not exactly come within the

province of this Standing Committee to attempt, by any argument, to mag-
nify before the Assembly this work, yet to two particular features of this

great enterprise they cannot forbear a very bi'ief allusion.

What we do for our country should be done quickly. The present time is

particularly opportune for labor in this department of Christian effort. Soci-

ety, in many portions of our land, broken up and rendered fearfully chaotic

by our long struggle for universal ft-eedom and union, is now fast crystal-

lizing anew. The population of our new States and Territories, heretofore,

in many instances, so scattered as to be almost inaccessible to our missionary

labor, is now fast gathering into centres along our newly built or recently

projected railways. Rumor of war in the old world, united with hopeless

political oppression, is stimulating emigration, and is bringing, in large num-
bers, to our shores the papal and [508] semi-infidel population of Europe.

Now, then, is pre-eminently the time for Home Missionary work. '• The
King's business requires haste." When society shall have again been in this
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land reorganized, and these new centres of population and trade shall have
been established, and this tidal movement westward of the nations shall be
at its full, the difficulties of evangelization will all be fearfully increased.

The other thought, that on this subject your Committee ventures to sug-

gest, regards the peculiar adaptation of our own branch of the great Church
of Christ to this work of home evangelization. Without saying one word
to the disparagement of any other Christian denomination, we only express

our enlightened judgment when we affirm, that our advantages and facilities

for Christianizing America, and consequently our responsibilities to engage
in this work, are unequaled by any of our sister Churches. With a polity

so flexible and yet so lirm as to enable us to have an indefinite growth at the

extremities without at all weakening our central life ; with a government in

such admirable accord with the genius of our civil institutions ; with a min-
istry scriptural and at the same time highly cultured ; and, above all. with

a love of freedom and hatred of oppression that was strikingly manifested

before as well as during and after the war ; we believe ourselves possessed

with the true elements of a successful evangelism, in a larger measure than

any of our brethren. The great foreign population of the North-west, so

true to our country in the days of her deepest darkness, and so true now to

the principles of universal liberty and political equality, we may reasonably

hope, will be peculiarly accessible to the missionaries of a Church that has,

at least, been among the foremost of the most fearless in its advocacy of the

same principles.

Recreant, then, to our duty will we be as a Church, if we do not go forward

immediately and boldly to occupy this whole land for Christ. As to the

amount of money that our churches should aim to raise for this object, dur-

ing the present year, the Committee have not thought it wise to speak defi-

nitely. A sum, but a little larger than that raised this year, would be so far

below the actual wants of the Committee that we dare not mention it; and
a sum, at all adequate to the ever-increasing demands that Providence makes
upon us, might prove too heavy a burden for the faith of the timid to carry.

We can only earnestly exhort all our churches to abound in their liberality

for this object ; and in every case to seek to secure, if possible, a large

advance upon the contributions of the last year.

The points, on which the Permanent Committee in their report, ask to be

instructed by the General Assembly are two

:

1. The work among the Germans: How is it to be conducted? The
Standing Committee, after a careful consideration of the subject, are unan-

imously of the opinion that, while the work is one of vast moment and
should be prosecuted with vigor, all qiiestions with regard to the manner of

conducting it can best be [509] decided by the Permanent Committee them-

selves, and to their wisdom would they refer the whole subject. At the

same time, however, they desire to call the special attention of those Presby-

teries, who have a large number of this nationality within their bounds, to

their duty to do what they can to bring them under the influence of evan-

gelical truth. The good work that has been accomplished by some of our

Presbyteries among this people, they believe, might be repeated by others.

2. With regard to the Cherokee nation, and the question whether the

Permanent Committee should endeavor to send missionaries among them,

and revive the churches once established there, your Committee, recognizing

the hand of God in the way in which these calls have reached us, are satis-

fied that it is our duty to occupy, if possible, this field. Churches planted

by the toil of our missionary brethren of the American Board, and so fer-

vently prayed for by our fathers, and even by ourselves, should not be per-
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mitted to die, if, by any instrumentality in our power, their life can be main-

tained and their future growth secured. So far, then, as the claims of other

portions of the field will allow, and so far as God in His providence may
supply suitable men, the Committee hope that we shall soon, as a Church,

give to these sons of the forest the precious Gospel of Christ.

To that part of the report of the Permanent Committee, which refers to

their plan of bringing the missionaries into closer contact with the churches,

by designating some one as the correspondent of any individual, family, or

Sabbath-school, that will pay into its treasury the sum of two hundred and

fifty dollars annually, we desire to call the special attention of the General

Assembly. Already largely successful, your Committee believe that its

eflSciency, both in deepening the missionary spirit in our churches, and in

enlarging their benefactions to this cause, may, and ought to be, greatly

increased. The contributions of our Sabbath-schools to benevolent objects,

already great and constantly increasing, ought largely, we think, to flow into

the channel of Home Missions. Our children should be early taught to give

to the great charities of their own Church, and should have awakened in

their bosoms just that interest in home evangelization, that a regular corre-

spondence with a laborer in this field would be best calculated to excite.

May not a very large number of our pastors and stated supplies secure, from

their Sabbath-schools, the support of at least one of our missionaries ? We
can hardly estimate the happy results which would flow from a wide exten-

sion of this plan of our Permanent Committee.

The following recommendations it has seemed wise to the Standing Com-
mittee to make to the General Assembly :

1. That the usual number of copies of the sixth annual report of the

Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions be printed, and that the Secretary

be instructed to secure their general distribution throughout our churches.

2. That the Presbyterial Committees of Home Missions be [510] earnestly

requested, to use their most strenuous endeavors to secure, from every

church within their bounds, an annual collection for this object; and, fur-

ther, that the presbyters be instructed, at one of their stated meetings,

annually to inquire of every church what it has done for this cause.

3. That the best interests of the cause of Christ on our missionary field

require the co-operation of the Committee of Home Missions and the Church
Erection Board ; and that the general policy of our Permanent Committee,

in issuing commissions for fields where we have no houses of worship, should

be to act in conjunction with the Church Erection Board, in securing at the

earliest possible period so desirable an end. The adoption of this policy of

mutual support will, in the opinion of the Committee, multiply the number
of self-supporting churches, and thus diminish the number of calls upon the

treasury, and. at the same time, secure to our Church the occupancy of the

most important points on the field.

The Committee recommend that Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D., William Adams,
D. D., Hon. Edward A. Lambert, Joseph F. Joy, and James B. Pinneo, be

re-elected as members of the Permanent Committee
;
and that Walter M.

Aikman be appointed to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of J. Milton

Smith.

The following resolutions were adopted :

Resolved, That two hundred and fifty thousand dollars is the lowest sum
that should be named, as that to be used by our branch of the Church for

the prosecution of the work of Home Missions the present year ; and we
earnestly urge upon all our churches the duty of greatly swelling their con-

tributions, so that the pressing wants of the West and South may be raeas-
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urably met, and the Permanent Committee be enabled to make their appro-

priations on the basis of a quarter of a million.

Resolved, That, in view of the wonderful dealings of Providence with our
nation ; of the present formative condition of a great portion of our coun-

try ; of the pressing necessity of now moulding the religious character of its

people, and of our obligations to the Head of the Church, it is the duty of

our Church to raise the greatest possible sum of money during the current

year for the causes of Home Missions and the kindred objects of Church
Erection, Education, Publication, and Ministerial Relief.

Resolved, That all the Presbyteries connected with this Assembly, which
have not heretofore done so. are requested to adopt, at their next slated

meeting respectively, a regular systematic plan of benevolence for the

churches under their care; and to enjoin on every church, without excep-

tion, to bear its part thereof, and on every session, or church committee, to

adopt such specific plan of effort in their respective churches as will reach

every member thereof, and be most efficient under their circumstances in

accomplishing the greatest success.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Assembly be presented to [511] the

Hon. P]dward A. Lambert, for the able and acceptable manner in which he
has gratuitously discharged the duties of Treasurer of the Presbyterian

Committee of Home Missions.

The report of the Special Committee on the work among the Freedmen
was taken up. Pending its consideration,

Adjourned until 21 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 2*1 th^ 2h o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The consideration of the report on the work among the Freedmen was
resumed. The report of the Special Committee was referred to the Presby-

terian Committee of Home Missions with power to act in the matter as they

deem best.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church presented a report, which

was adopted, and is as follows

:

On an Overture that appears to respect the introduction into the Church

of an order of laymen permanently licensed to preach the Gospel, the Com-
mittee propose the following reply :

That, in view of the many dangers and difficulties, and the doubtful

advantages of an order of permanent lay licentiates not candidates for

ordination, it is inexpedient to take such action as is asked for by this

Overture.

At the same time, the Assembly would emphatically declare their opinion,

that it is both the privilege and duty of all Christians to go everywhere

preaching the Word as God shall give them ability and opportunity, after

the manner of the primitive disciples. And the Assembly hereby urge,

upon the ministers and church sessions connected with this body, a more

systematic and effective use of the zeal and ability of our intelligent elder-

ship and lay element, in the work of evangelization in town and country.

The report of the same Committee on the Overture from the Presbytery

of Iowa City was taken up. The Overture is as follows

:

1. The Presbytery of Iowa City desire the Assembly, "to determine

when the rights and privileges of ruling elders and' private members cease,

on their receiving letters of dismission ; and whether the same rule obtains

as in the dismission of ministers from a Presbytery."
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2. " Can a Presbyterian church, under the care of a Presbytery, withdraw
regularly, without first asking consent and leave of the Presbytery ?"

The answer adopted by the Assembly is as follows : [^^2]
The established rule of the Presbyterian Church, in relation to the dis-

mission of a minister from his Presbytery, is, " that in all ordinary cases, all

the rights and privileges of an individual in a Presbytery cease when, at his

request, his dismission is granted."

He may, however, within any reasonable time before he has used his letter

of dismission, return it to the Presbytery, and then claim all his former

rights and privileges ; but, until he has used his letter, he is amenable to the

Presbytery which has dismissed him. See Digest, Chap. II., sec. 8.

Your Committee have not been able to find any specific rule in our Form
of Grovernment, or in the Digest, in relation to the dismission of ruling elders

or of private members from any particular church, indicating the precise

time when their rights and privileges in that church from which, at their

own request, they may be dismissed, cease ; but we have no hesitation in

declaring our belief, that the same guardian care which is extended over dis-

missed members is, by the very genius and intent of our excellent Form of

Government, designed also for the pi'otection of regularly dismissed elders

and private members, as well as for the preservation of the peace and purity

of the Church.

We therefore respectfully recommend to this Assembly the adoption of the

following resolutions : that

1. The dismission of a ruling elder, by letter, from a church, terminates

his official relations with that church.

2. A letter of dismission, whether issued to a ruling elder or private mem-
ber, terminates the relations of the person dismissed with the church giving

the letter, except so far as said church is responsible for its watch and care

over him dui'ing the period of transition.

3. These rights and privileges can be regained in that church by return-

ing the letters of dismission to the authority which gave them.

4. These rights and privileges can be secured in any other church within

the jui'isdiction of this General Assembly, by virtue of such certificates, pro-

vided they are presented to the session thereof within one year from their

date ; and, until they are presented, such persons are amenable to the church
from which the certificates were received.

To the second general question we unhesitatingly reply, that no Presby-
terian church, under care of a Presbytery, can withdraw regularly, without
first asking consent and leave of the Presbytery under whose care and juris-

diction it voluntarily placed itself.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported an Overture with refer-

ence to a change in the manner of distributing the printed Minutes of the

Assembly, with the recommendation following :

That it is inexpedient to adopt the course proposed, as it [513] would
involve the Assembly in an additional expenditure of at least one hundred
dollars, to be taken from the Mileage Fund, which is ordinarily not sufficient

to meet the claims upon it. It is understood that any Presbytery, by pre-

payment of the postage on the Minutes to the Stated Clerk, may have their

quota sent by mail.

The report was adopted.

The same Committee reported an Overture with reference to the Colleges

of Kogersville and Maryville, Tennessee, with the following minute, which
was adopted

:

The General Assembly, regarding with interest all eflForts to promote edu-
30
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cation in every part of the country ; and being memorialized by several

Commissioners and others to take action in behalf of the Rogersville

Female College, and also Maryville College, both in East Tennessee, though
neither is subject to our ecclesiastical control, yet both being, by their char-

ter, distinctively Presbyterian, and projected in the interest of liberal and
Christian culture : therefore, the Assembly would commend them to the

patronage of all friends of learning and religion as worthy of aid.

The same Committee reported a memorial, asking that the Assembly take

more decided action concerning the evil of promiscuous dancing, with the

answer following

:

In the absence of any specific complaint requiring this body to exercise

the authority invoked, and the General Assembly having confidence in the

ministers and sessions connected with the several Presbyteries, as fully com-
petent to do all which is proper and wise for the edification of their respec-

tive churches, Therefore,

Resolved, That the past action of the General Assembly, expresses with

sufficient clearness their disapproval of the practice referred to.

The paper was adopted.

The same Committee recommended the following resolutions, which were

adopted :

Resolved, That this Assembly hereby declare their most cordial sympathy
with the American Bible Society in its work of supplying the destitute with

the Holy Scriptures, and gratefully recognize the tokens of Divine favor

which have marked its past history, in the success which has attended its

efforts to circulate the Bible, both in our own country and abroad.

Resolved, That, in view of the great and constantly increasing demand for

the Scriptures, and the relation of the Bible-work to all the enterprises,

home and foreign, which, as a Church, we ai'e endeavoring to promote, we
earnestly commend the Society to all whom we represent, as worthy of and

needing their greatly increased liberality in its behalf. [^14]
The report of the Standing Committee on Education was taken up,

adopted, and is as follows

:

The Standing Committee, to whom the annual report of the Permanent

Committee on Education for the Ministry was referred, respectfully report

:

The papers submitted to them show gratifying increase of interest and

success in the essential work of preparing men for the ministry.

The Theological Seminaries in our connection enjoy augmented prosperity.

The number of candidates for the ministry under care of the Permanent

Committee is greater than ever before. The contributions received exceed

those of any previous year.

But a few words will show, that there is room for greatly increased in-

terest, and pressing need of it. The number of candidates averages but

little more than one to each Presbytery. Only three hundred and sixty-

three churches out of fifteen hundred and twenty-eight have sent in con-

tributions, leaving eleven hundred and sixty-five that have given nothing.

An average of ten dollars only from each of these would sustain a larger

number of candidates by more than one-half than were sustained. A few

of the larger churches have contributed liberally ; but the exigencies of the

cause demand more liberal contributions from all of this class, and some-

thing at the same time from each of the entire number, even the feeblest.

Every one should have part in helping those who, for Christ's sake, devote

themselves to preaching his Gospel, and who need help in their best training

to do it efficiently and successfully. Then, the loudest call which now comes

to us from every quarter is for men, more men ! Men are needed for vacant
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churches, some of which are large and influential, and some decaying and
ready to die for want of a minister. Men are needed for destitute fields in

every direction, in the older as well as newer portions of our country, East

and West, North and North-west, and far West, South, and South-west.

Men are needed in the foreign field as well as at home. The Foreign Mis-

sionary Committee calls for men. The Home Committee calls—churches

call. The thronging myriads from the old world, the Freedmen. and Indian

tribes call. Africa calls. Asia calls. The islands of the sea call. The
world calls. And the united call is for men—living, earnest, well-trained,

and devoted men. Nothing else. No devices, no other means will answer
the call. The men must be had or the work decline, the churches waste, the

desolations continue, the world remain in its perishing condition.

Our system to aid in meeting this demand is well organized, and has

accomplished much ; but much more remains to be done. It is not planning

v>'e need, but execution.

Those who have the work in especial charge may well renew their zeal,

and should be sustained by our united prayers and co-operation. Ministers

and churches should recognize the great demand of the time. More than

anything else men are wanted. [515] With prayer, appropriate means
should be associated

;
young men sought out, encouraged, and aided. Let

parents and Sabbath-school teachers hear the call, and repeat it to those

under their care, and pray that some of them may be selected and put into

the ministry. Let ministers preach upon the subject, that the people gen-

erally may know the want. Let the truth be made distinct and obvious,

that the preaching of the Gospel is the Divine method of saving men ; that

for its preaching men must be called of God; that he calls through means,
as he carries on other parts of his work of grace in the world ; and that

labor for the increase of the ministry cannot be in vain in the Lord. Let
all the churches regularly contribute to the Education Fund. Let the Pres-

byteries make the subject a part of the business of their stated meetings.

Let all this be done, which is but carrying out the plan adopted by the As-
sembly, and unfolded in the Education Manual, and we shall be far advanced
in supplying the urgent demand. Much will be accomplished directly.

More candidates will offer themselves. The number may soon be doubled.

There will be sufficient money to sustain them ; and instead of fifteen we shall

soon be introducing, by this means, thirty or fifty annually to the ministry.

Then more will be accomplished indirectly. Those who can sustain them-
selves, or be sustained by their friends, will be prompted to undertake the

work. Others, who are in a course of education, will devote themselves

to it. Others, whose collegiate education has been completed, will hear the

call, and consecrate the attainments made for other purposes to preaching
Christ and him crucified.

The Committee recommend the adoption of the following resolutions

:

ResuJced, 1. That the education of young men for the ministry is essential

to the work of the Church in giving the Gospel to the world.

Resolved, 2. That all our ministers be earnestly requested to preach at

least once during the year on this subject ; and all our churches to take col-

lections and forward to the Committee at an early day, not deferring beyond
the Sabbath preceding or succeeding the day of prayer for Colleges and Sem-
inaries of learning.

Resolved, ?>. That the present demand for men gives peculiar emphasis to

our Saviour's single direction with regard to the supply of laborers, and should

lead all who love him and his cause to pray earnestly, and without ceasing,

that the Lord of the harvest will send forth laborers into his harvest.
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Resolved, 4. That appropriations be continued at the rate of last year

;

one hundred and sixty dollars to a theological student, one hundred and
thirty-two dollars to a collegiate student, and one hundred dollars to a pre-

paratory student ; with liberty to the Permanent Committee to increase the

amount in special cases ; but in no case to exceed two hundred dollars. [51 6j
The Committee recommend the appointment of Mr. James W. Dunning to

fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Walter S. Griffith ; and
the re-appointment of James P. Wilson, D. D., Robert R. Booth, D. D., J.

Glentworth Butler, D. D., Charles S. Robinson, D. D., and Mr. Fisher Howe,
to fill the vacancies made by expiration of their terms of office.

The propriety of a change of the day of prayer from the last Thursday
of February to the first of that month or the last of January, in. order to

avoid its recurrence so near the twenty-second of February, and to secure

its religious influence earlier in the season, has been suggested. As, how-
ever, other bodies than ours, and other institutions than those connected with

us, are interested, we simplj' name the desirableness of the change, and in-

vite general attention to the subject, that whatever final action may be taken

shall be united.

In consideration of the impaired health of our highly respected brother,

the General Secretary, Rev. Thornton A. Mills, D. D., to whom the Church

owes a large debt of gratitude, especially for his devotion, efficiency, and

success in the Educational cause, and in order that his usefulness may be

prolonged, we recommend that the Permanent Committee aftbrd him entire

relief from active duty for a year, with a competent salary, and make pro-

visional arrangements to supply his place during that time. This recommen-

dation was not prompted in any way by Dr. Mills, but originated with the

Committee, and is made as the best result of their deliberations.

The Special Committee on Manses and Ministers' Libraries presented as

their report the following resolutions

:

Resolved, 1. That this General Assembly direct its Presbyteries to send to

the churches under their care a pastoral letter of inquiry and suggestion,

with reference to the provision of a manse and a library for the use of the

minister in charge of each congregation.

Resolved, 2. That the Stated Clerk of each Presbytery is instructed to

bring the foregoing resolution to the notice of the Presbytery, and to for-

ward to the next General Assembly any information that may be obtained

in the answers to the proposed inquiry.

The resolutions were adopted, and the Committee continued.

The Special Committee, appointed to prepare a minute expressive of the

sense of the Assembly in passing the vote in the case of the appeal of Silas

Miller from the decision of the Synod of Illinois, recommended the adoption

of the following minute :

The Assembly, having heard the appeal of Silas Miller from the decision

of the Synod of Illinois, the sentence appealed from and the reasons assigned

therefor, the whole record of the proceedings of the Synod in the case,

including all the testimony and the reasons of their decision ; and having

heard the original parties [517] by their counsel, namely, the appellant, by

his counsel, Rev. George I. King, D. D., and the session of the church of

Tuscola, by the Rev. I]dwin Black ; and having also heard the Rev. Living-

ston M. Glover, D. D.,and others, members of the said Synod, in explanation

of the grounds of their decision, and having carefully considered said appeal

and the reasons assigned therefor by the appellant, are of the opinion that

there is no valid ground for the appeal, in that it does not appear that the

Synod exceeded its power and authority in the premises, or that it did any
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of the matters or things specified in Chap. VII., sec. 3, paragraph 3, of the

Book of Discipline, as being proper grounds of appeal ; and, therefore, the

Assembly do now order and direct that the appeal of the said Silas Miller be

dismissed, and the decision of the Synod of Illinois be confirmed ; and the

Assembly further order and direct that, if the session of the church of Tus-

cola do not, within six months from the date hereof, refer the case to the

Presbytei'y of Wabash for a new trial, in accordance with the decision of

the Synod of Illinois, then the decision of the said Synod sustaining the

appeal shall become absolute and final, and the said Silas Miller shall be

thereupon restored to all the rights and privileges which he had and enjoyed

as a member of the church of Tuscola, and from which he was suspended by
the judgment and sentence of the session of the said church.

The report was adopted.

The same Committee reported on the request in behalf of Silas Miller ^s

follows

:

That, in the judgment of this Committee, there are no reasonable grounds
for the apprehension of the petitioner that, in the event of a reference of his

case to the Presbytery of Wabash, he will not have a full and impartial trial

;

and they therefore recommend that the prayer of his petition be not granted.

The report of the Committee on the Records of the Synod of Illinois was
taken up and adopted. The book was approved as far as written, with ex-

ceptions, which were entered on the Records of the Synod.

The Committee to whom was referred the communication from the Gen-
eral Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church reported the following

minute

:

Resolved, That, while the proposal made by the General Synod to this

Assembly, in common with all the Presbyterian bodies of this country, to

meet in conference at Philadelphia, during next September, for the purpose
of taking steps preliminary to a union of all branches of the Presbyterian

family in the LTnited States, is a most welcome token of the increasing unity

of spirit throughout the whole household of God, and, we would fain believe,

a harbinger of full fellowship and ultimate union in the visible church of

every name ; we, nevertheless, feel constrained to decline a share in such a
conference at so early a date, for the reason that [518] measures are already

in progress, between the branches of the Presbyterian Church, whose As-
semblies meet in Rochester and Cincinnati respectively, for a reunion of

those bodies on specific terms now under consideration ; and that these nego-

tiations, until complete, should take precedence of any other discussions or

conferences, on our part, on that subject.

Resolved, That we desire, in announcing this conclusion, to express, to our
brethren of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, our most cordial i"egai*d and
sympathy with the spirit of their movement toward general unity, and to

assure them that, whenever such a proposition as they now make can be con-

sidered, without interference with other plans of union having rightful pre-

cedence, we shall not be slow to meet their suggestion, and seek its successful

accomplishment.

The repoi't was adopted, and the Stated Clerk directed to communicate the

action officially to the body from which the overture came.

The Committee, appointed for the purpose, reported the Narrative of the

State of Religion within the bounds of this body. The paper was adopted,

and directed to be printed in the Appendix to the Minutes.
The Overture on a Sustentation Fund was taken up, and referred to the

Special Committee on Manses and Ministers' Libraries.

Resolved, That the Stated Clerk of each Presbytery is hereby directed to ex-
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amine carefully the annual Minutes of the Assembly, and to bring to the notice

of the Presbytery all the acts of the Assembly requiring their attention.

Rev. Daniel March, D. D., Rev. Thomas J. Shepherd, D. D., and Rev. Wil-
liam T. Eva, and Messrs. John C. Farr and Charles S. Wurts were duly
elected, by ballot, Trustees of the Presbyterian House, to serve three years.

The Rev. Albert Barnes and Mr. Alexander Whilldin were similarly elected,

to serve the unexpired terms of Rev. Thomas Brainerd, I). D., and Mr.
Matthias W. Baldwin, deceased.

Messrs. Ezra M. Kingsley Joseph F. Joy, and Edward A. Lambert were
elected Auditors of the Church Erection Fund for the ensuing year.

Resolved, That it is inexpedient, during the sessions of this Assembly, to

elect Trustees of the General Assembly, and Directors of the Theological

Seminaries.

Resolved, That the Minutes of the Assembly, with the usual Appendix,
and the reports of the Treasurers of the Permanent Committees, be printed

under the direction of the Stated Clerk.

The janitor's bill, the bills for stationery and printing, the traveling ex-

penses of the Delegates to Corresponding Bodies, [519] and the salaries and
traveling expenses of the Stated and Permanent Clerks, were ordered to be
paid.

The Roll was called, and the following persons were found to be absent

without leave : Ministers, David A'andyke and Eli W. Taylor ; Elders, George
V. Iloyle, Ezra Botsford, Cyrus Sebring, Reuben Sours, William Bradley,

Samuel Axtell, Elias Lyman, Samuel Crawford, Harvey Curtis, and Willis

M. Sherwood.
The Minutes of this session were read and approved.

Adjourned until 7k o'clock P. M.

Movday, May 21tli, 7h o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

A letter was read from the Rev. Thomas Guthrie, D. D., one of the Dele-

gates of the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland, giving

reasons for his absence, and extending to the Assembly the salutations of his

Church.
The following resolutions were adopted :

Resolved, That this General Assembly deem it both a duty and a privilege

to make most grateful mention of the bountiful hospitality of the citizens

of Rochester, in providing for the entertainment of those in attendance upon
our ses.sions as Commissioners and Delegates. We are under special obliga-

tions to the Committee of Arrangements, to the beloved pastor and the peo-

ple of the Brick church, to the Central church, and to all others who have
entertained us, for their happy and most successful efforts to make us forget

that we were strangers, by making us feel that we were at home.
Resolved, That we tender our cordial thanks to the managers of the Mount

Hope Nurseries for the invitation to visit their grounds and green-house ; to

the Athenasum Association for the privileges of their reading-room and
library ; to Mr. 0. D. Grosvenor for the facilities afforded at the rooms of

the American Tract Society ; to the several railroad companies which have

granted the Commissioners a reduced fare over their roads ; to the American
Express Company for their generous consideration ; to the press of Rochester

for faithful reports of our proceedings ; and also to our beloved Moderator

for the genial, impartial, and every way commendable manner in which he

has justified our unanimous and viva voce choice of him to preside over our

deliberations.
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We deem worthy of special mention the beautiful floral offerings that have
greeted us every morning. Our recollections of the fair donors shall be as

fragrant in memory as their flowers have been to the Assembly*.

And, in ending our brief but delightful association with those who have
shown us so much thoughtful regard, we would say. The [520] Lord bless

the dear people of Rochester, the Lord bless and keep them, the Lord make
his face shine upon them and be gracious unto them, the Lord lift up his

countenance upon them and give them peace.

The business of the Assembly having been completed, and the vote taken
for the dissolution of the Assembly, the Moderator, with prayer and the

apostolic benediction, declared the Assembly dissolved, and required another

Assembly, chosen in the same manner, to meet at the First Presbyterian

church of the city of Harrisburgh, Pa., on the third Thursday of May, A. D.
1868.

J. GLENTWORTH BUTLER^
Permanent Clerk.

APPENDIX.
ANNUAL NAERATIVE

Op the State of Religion within the Bounds op the Presbyterian
Church in the United States op America, May, 1867.

Op the one hundred and nine Presbyteries, eighty-six have sent to the

Assembly their annual Narratives. These Narratives are, with few excep-

tions, adapted to make glad the heart of every one who loves the Church of

God. They afford cheering evidence of growing compactness and unity,

growing liberality, growing piety, growing numbers, growing prosperity and
power. They prove that, while corruptions have abounded in society, and
the prevailing worldly spirit has been everywhere working out its results,

and the wicked have done wickedly, growing worse and worse, the Church
has been kept by the power of God, has been accomplishing its work, and
giving, in its life, on the whole, a continually higher and purer illustration

of the religion of Christ. Above all, they prove the presence of God with
us, and his approbation of our efforts to promote his kingdom.

Advancement in Piety and Christian Activity,

on the part of churches not blessed with powerful revivals, is one fact brought
to view in the Narratives. Many churches, though not perhaps growing
rapidly in numbers, have been growing in grace and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Thus, the Presbytery of Ohemung reports
" no general and powerful revivals, but precious spiritual refreshings of
several churches." The Presbytery of Catskill " finds comfort and encour-

agement in the healthy, vigorous growth of allour churches which enjoy the

regular ministrations of the Gospel." The Presbytery of Harrisburgh says,

that " a healthy and steady increase of the number and Christian activity of

our communicants is very evident in all our congregations." The Presbytery
of Genesee says, that " the last year, thoiigh not largely a year of numerical

and spiritual increase, has been one of substantial progress and comparative
revival." The Presbytery of Delaware reports no revivals, but '' a larger

increase of members added on examination than during the three years past."
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The Presbytery of Dayton reports no revivals, but its " churches are stronger

and more vigorous in material and spiritual life than a year ago." The Pres-

bytery of Saginaw, without powerful revivals, reports " an almost universal

advance in numbers." The Presbytery of Illinois reports " no general awak-
ening, but a prevailing spiritual activity and healthfulness, attended *with

accessions to the communion, and increasing congregations."

Another thing noticeable in many reports is

The Abiding Presence op the Holy Spirit,

with special power in many congregations. The Fourth Presbytery of New
York, after speaking of unusually large " accessions to its churches," says

that, " though there is not a so-called revival, yet a communion never passes

without more or less appeai'ing to confess Christ for the first time. Some
of our churches live constantly in this state of spiritual activity, and rejoice

in the evidence that the Holy Spirit is ever present with them to bless and

to save." The fruits of the revivals reported a year since remain, and the

reviving influence is continued in many churches. The Presbytery of Cort-

land reports " a sustained interest following the revivals of a year ago." The
Presbytery of Lyons says that " some churches continue to reap happy fruits

from the revivals enjoyed last year." The Presbytery of Montrose says':

" Tokens of the Spirit's presence are perpetuated in many of our churches.

The fruits of the last year's revivals are still apparent in the ' burning and

shining light' of many churches and individuals." The Presbytery of the

District of Columbia says :
" The revival spirit of last year, so largely shared

by several of our churches, has perpetuated its happy influences through the

present, and still promises blessed and cheering results in the future." The
Presbytery of Cleveland and Portage says :

" The year opened from revivals

of great and lasting power, and the ingathering still continues."

The Naratives mention also many

New Manifestations of the Power and Grace of the Holy Spirit.

The last year was, like the previous one, though perhaps not so remark-

ably and extensively, a year of the right hand of the Most High—a year of

revivals. In the East, and in the furthest West, where of late some of our

brethren have had a new song put into their mouths, the Holy Spirit has

been present to bless his people ; coming down, in some cases, '• as rain upon

the mown grass," in others with almost Pentecostal energy ; wonderfully

lifting up and spiritually enriching old and established churches, and greatly

reviving and strengthening those that were ready to die. One hundred and

eighty-one revivals are particularly mentioned, not including many "seasons

of special interest," marked not so much by conversions as by the spiritual

improvement of Christians. The Presbyteries, specially favored in respect

of the extent and power of the reviving influence, were, so far as reported,

those of Watertown. TJtica, Cayuga, Geneva, Erie, Alton, Schuyler, and Ga-

lena and Belvidere. Many of these revivals date from " the week of prayer,"

which was very extensively observed. Among those converted were repre-

sentatives of all ages and conditions ; the majority, in some instances, being

children and youth gathered in from the vSabbath-schools ; in others, " a

large proportion being adults and heads of families." In respect of mode,

there seems to have been no uniformity. In some cases preaching was the

prominent instrumentality ; in others, and perhaps most, prayer-meetings

were chiefly relied on ; such meetings being, in some instances, held from

house to house, or in school-houses. In reference to the revivals within its
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bounds, the Presbytery of Erie says, that there was " less formal and regu-

lar preaching than has been usual at such times ;
more prayer and direct

personal eifort," on the part of Christians. It is worthy of notice that, in

some instances, the earnest prayer and effort were grounded in the expecta-

tion of a great and general outpouring of the Spirit. Thus, the Presbytery

of Cayuga says :
" There is, we believe, a general and growing anticipation

that revivals, here and throughout the land and throughout the world, are to

become more frequent and more powerful." It is hardly strange that a Pres-

bytery, animated by such an expectant faith, should be able to report an

accession of two hundred and fifty-seven to fourteen of its churches, as the

fruit of revivals, which, the Presbytery says, "have added more to the

strength and spirituality of our churches than to their numbers."

The glorious work of God in the Allen street church. New York, deserves

to be particularly noticed, because of its wonderful power and rich harvest

of souls, two hundred having been hopefully converted; also because of its

peculiar " features." '• So deep," says the Third Presbytery of New York,
" and all-pervading has been this work, that it must take a prominent place

in the history of revivals in our country." The " leading features " are indi-

cated as follows

:

" First. The male members of the congregation were the first to be inter-

ested in personal religion. Instead of wives leading their husbands to Christ,

as is usually the case, husbands were converted, and then persuaded their

wives to believe on the Lord.
" Second. The work was carried forward mainly by prayer-meetings.

Preaching services were held only once each week, aside from the Sabbath.
" Third. The relating of individual experience proved, under God, a most

powerful agency in deepening religious impressions and thus promoting the

revival."

Sunday-schools.

The interest in Sunday-schools is deep, wide, and increasing. For exam-
ple : the Presbytery of Catskill reports "increased energy;" the Presbytery

of Cayuga, " general enlargement and improvement ;" the Presbytery of

Rochester, " a much increased and increasing interest;" the Presbytery of

Buffalo, " a manifestly growing interest ;" the Presbytery of Grand River

Valley, " never so great an interest " in Sunday-schools and the religious

instruction of the young. The Narratives indicate that this increasing inter-

est is well-nigh universal in the Church. It is, to some extent, manifested

in the formation of " County Sunday-school Associations," " Sunday-school

Institutes," and "Teachers' Training Classes;" also in the increasing self-

denial and energy of the efforts to reach the poor and neglected classes of

society, by the agency of mission Sunday-schools. Much is done through
this agency, especially in the great cities. For example, five churches of

the Fourth Presbytery of New York sustain eight mission schools, in which
are taught two thousand five hundred children. A nearly equal number are

taught in the mission schools of Chicago.

That the Sunday-school is regarded as an evangelizing agency of the high-

est importance appears from the following considerations, brought to view in

the Narratives :

First. It is an agency by which the latent forces of the Church may be
brought into most effective exercise, and thus the Church built up in charac-

ter as well as in numbers. "There is a growing opinion," says the Presby-

tery of Cortland. " that in the Sunday-school the power of the lay element in

our churches is to be most efficiently exerted."
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Second. It is an agency whicii operates upon tliose who yield most readily

to gracious influences, and among whom consequently we are to expect the

greatest number of conversions. " It is increasingly felt," says the Presby-

tery of Illinois, " that children are the most hopeful subjects of Divine

grace." " We must," says the Presbytery of Genesee, "gather the children

in, or few of the next generation will be saved."

Third. It is an agency by which, through the blessing of God, many
are converted. The Presbytery of Montrose speaks of the " Divine appro-

bation in the saving grace imparted to many taught " in Sunday-schools.

The Presbytery of Erie says, " God is evidently making the Sunday-
schools more and more a source of blessing to the churches." The Pres-

bytery of St. Joseph says, " God has showered down his blessings upon
them." The Presbytery of Cortland uses the following language: "Con-
versions among youth and even little children are frequent, and want of

confidence in their genuineness is fast being removed. And such is the faith

in God's covenanted and gracious promises, and in the Saviour's cai'e for the

lambs of his flock—^for of such is the kingdom of heaven—that the feeling

is becoming general that the j'oung should be reached as early as possible.

The results of recent revivals of religion have generated and confirmed this

sentiment."

Fourth. It is an agency which often does excellent service in clearing and
breaking ground, and thus preparing the way for the Church with its ordi-

nances. " Much of the pioneer missionary work," says the Presbytery of

Alton, " is done by the agency of the Sunday-school."

Fifth. It not only substitutes the formal stated preaching of the Gospel,

but also keeps alive the feeble, vacant church. One church is mentioned

which owes its continued existence to a Sunday-school. A weak church,

with a flourishing Sunday-school, is regarded as " master of the situation."

The Presbytery of Union says, " In many of our feeble churches Sunday-
schools have been organized and maintained with a commendable degree of

activity and perseverance. In the absence of the living ministry, we rejoice

to know that the Sunday-school is doing a good work."

It is thought by some of our brethren that this agency may be improved

and rendered more eftective. The Presbytery of Lyons expresses the " con-

viction that the idea of what the Sunday-school should be, and what is posi-

tive prosperity in this work needs to be corrected and greatly elevated." And
the Presbytery of Marshall says, "A growing desire is felt to know more
perfectly the way of carrying on most effectively this enterprise of our

Church." The Assembly's Committee are anxiously looked to for light on

the subject.

Most of the Presbyteries report an increase of

Benevolent Contributions.

The increase is an index of the growing consecration and the deepening

spiritual life of the Church, and is most gratifying, not only because of its

amount, but also because of its direction. The Presbytery of ^Yatertown

says, " The benevolence of the Church is becoming gradually more system-

atic, and directed more to the objects recommended by the Assembly." The

Presbytery of Marshall says :
" The principle of loyalty to the Assembly in

•carrying out the full scheme of benevolent effort is being insisted upon."

The Presbytery of Indianapolis says :
" Our churches appreciate more and

more the importance of contributing to our regular benevolent objects."

What is true of these Presbyteries is true also, to a great extent, of the

others, as is indicated by the actual increase of contributions. It is a most
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cheering fact that, in these times when taxation is so heavy and the cost of

living so great, our Secretaries are able to report an increase of over sixty

thousand dollars in the contributions to the benevolent funds of the Church.

It deserves to be recorded also as a sign of progress, and an example of

commendable liberality worthy of imitation, that, in the words of the Fourth

Presbytery of New York, " by one of our churches but little short of one

hundred thousand dollars has been given during the year past to advance the

kingdom of Christ."

This increase of liberality is cheering as indicating advancement ; but it is

not to be forgotten that we have not yet attained to the Gospel standard of

benevolence, and that, without doubt, the material resources of the Church
have not been as yet deeply drawn upon.

Education, Home Missions, and Church Erection.

Only the Divine Spirit can work out the solution of the above questions

as to money and men. The great need, the fundamental need, is the quick-

ening power of the Holy Ghost, imparting to Christians in a higher degree

the " mind which was also in Christ." All that is necessary to secure money
in' any amount, and men in any number, for the Lord's service is a far deeper,

more powerful, more extensive work of the Holy Spirit in the Church. The
increased liberality is a fruit of revivals, a fruit of the Spirit ; and the same
spirit, which takes form in gifts of money, takes form also in men giving

themselves to the work of God. In proportion, therefore, as the unworldly,

self-denying spirit expressed in gifts and sacrifices deepens and strengthens

in the Church, it may be expected that young men in increasing numbers
will offer themselves for the work of the Gospel ministry. Accordingly, it is

very gratifying to be able to see in this increasing liberality an evidence of

increasing love to the cause of Christ, and of growing interest in the work
of evangelizing the destitute portions of our country

;
also a ground of hope

and confidence that the means will not be wanting, nor long wanting the men,
for the prosecution of this work. The need of its energetic prosecution is

very apparent from the Narratives. For example, while the Presbytery of

Watertown is earnestly endeavoring to solve the problem of preserving the

existence of its weakened churches, the Presbytery of Northern Missouri,

with only three ministers for its nine churches, asks anxiously, "Are there

no men so consecrated to the Lord as to come over and help us?" And the

Presbytery of Union, with only seven ministers for its twenty-six churches,

says with emphasis, " We need and must have more men."
The Presbytery of St. Louis, within whose bounds the Home Missionary

Committee the last year expended $0000, affords an example of the need of

a greatly increased outlay in the work of Church Erection. Of the thirteen

churches of this Presbytery seven have no houses of worship. The Presbytery

says :
" There is little doubt that five of them would become almost imme-

diately self-sustaining if furnished with church edifices." Without being thus

furnished, however, there is little reason to hope that the large expenditure

of the Home Missionary Committee will lead to any permanent results.

Missions to the Freedmen.

While there is felt to be a want of men, it is, perhaps, not sufficiently

considered, that many earnest and faithful men are in want of prosperous

congregations. The great success of the mission in Charleston—a success

altogether without parallel among all our missionary chui'ches—illustrates

the truth that, besides the need of money and men, there is need also of a
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field not preoccupied and of a homogenous population, in order to the highest

results. The want of Eastern churches weakened by emigration, and of

many Western churches struggling for existence in fields held principally

by other denominations, is a population that can be gathered into our con-

gregations. The very marked success in Charleston seems to indicate that

in the South, in a peculiar sense, " the harvest is plenteous ;

" and encourages
the hope of the happiest results, from further efforts to carry the Gospel to

the poor and destitute in that portion of our country.

Ministerial Support.

Some Presbyteries report an " increase of salaries," but, to a great extent,

it is doubtless true that, in the words of the Presbytery of Bloomington,
" The standard of ministerial salaries is not up to the necessities of the

times." The Presbytery of Cleveland and Portage says :
" Four pastors

have resigned their charges and been dismissed. Three of these dismissions,

at least, were in consequence of inadequate support, which is one of the most
serious hindrances to the prosperity of our churches. It is much to be

regretted that some way has not been devised in our Church by which a

just compensation can be repdered to those who minister at her altars. The
inadequacy of ministerial support has become a great and crying evil, which
ought to be speedily removed."

Reunion with the Other Branch.

It is felt that old controversies, being dead, ought to be buried. The pre-

vailing sentiment strongly favors Reunion, and happy results are expected

from it. The Presbytery of Madison sees a " brightening prospect for it&

feeble churches," in " the changed and changing relations between our own
and the other branch of the Presbyterian Church." The Presbytery of

Greencastle says, " The life of some of our churches depends upon it."

The Presbytery of Long Island expresses what seems to be the prevail-

ing sentiment in the following language :
" The Reunion of the two

branches of our Church is desired by all the members of our congrega-

tions, without the exception, perhaps, of a single worshipper in our sanc-

tuaries. We would not do evil to accomplish this Reunion, but we deem

the separation a great sin. Worthy of reprobation only, in the present

condition of our country, is the attempt to revive in our churches a theological

and philosophical controversy, which the pulpit can scai'cely ever have occa-

sion even to touch. We prefer that belligerency should be turned against

Romanism, atheism, and other powers of wickedness, and the manifest prac-

tical evils which spring from them."

Outward Reform.

There is an almost general awakening of interest in the cause of Temper-

ance. The Narratives speak, in varying language, of a " fresh interest," of

" a very considerable interest," of " a marked resuscitation," of " a decided

movement," of a " thorough awakening," of " great exertions and sacrifices,"

of " vigorous measures to restrain and abolish the iniquitous trafiic in intoxi-

cating drinks." One Presbytery says, that " Revival has given an impetus

to reform." The uniform representation is, that intemperance is prevalent,

" alarmingly prevalent
;

" and, while in some congregations " no material

progress " has been made, the position of the Church as a body, in rela-

tion to this great evil, is " firm and aggressive."
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Summary.

God has given u^ prosperity. It seems clear that we have, on the whole,

been gaining ground, as a Church, the past year, and that our position is con-

siderably in advance of that which we held a year ago. There is doubtless

room for improvement. Far less has been done than should have been done.

But we have been steadily advancing. Looking back over a few years, it is

easy to see that a very remarkable change, a very remarkable improvement,

has taken place. A new order of things has commenced with us. Having

received a new baptism from on High, the Church has been invigorated with

new strength and life. The old is passing away, and all things are becom-

ing new. We have got into complete working order. Measures for enlarge-

ment, which were at first an experiment, have become a success, and are tak-

ing hold more and more strongly upon the confidence and affections of the

great body of the Church. God smiles upon us. Having given us a great

work to do, he has furnished us for doing it ; and our great blaster, who has

guided us thus far and who is opening the way before us, is in bis provi-

dences saying to us, " Go forward."

Delinquent Presbyteries.

The Presbyteries, which have failed to report to the Assembly are those

of Troy, Niagara, North Ptiver, Newark, Pittsburgh, Washtenaw, Maumee,

Cincinnati, Ripley, Hamilton, Crawfordsville, Fox River, Chariton, Cedar

Rapids, Minnesota, Osage, Kansas, Kingston, Holston, San Francisco, San

Jose, and Washoe.
Decease op Ministers.

The decease of twenty-nine ministers is reported as follows

:

Name.

Andrews, Wells
Axtell, Anthony 1)

Brainerd, Thomas, D. I)

Butler, Charles F
Cheever, Ebenezer
Clark, Justus M
Fancher. Ezra B
Foot, George
Grieve, David H
Grosveuor, David A
Herritt, William
Holmes, Sylvester
Hoyt, James
Johnston, Charles
Kellosg, Robert R
Kerr, George, LL.D
Keys, John
King, John L
Luther, Zebulon, M. P....

Manley, Lyman
Osborn, Chauncey
Sharpe, Elias C
Squier, Miles P., D. D
Htarr, F'rederick, Jr
Tenney, Koswell
Thompson, Manna
Tompkins, John
Wolcott, William A
Young, Claiborne

Age. Date.

Feb. 14,

Oct. 17,

Aug. 22,

Aug. 13,

Dec. 31,

Feb. 10,

Jan. 27,

May 3,

Dec. 3,

I

Aug. 11,

Ijan. 19,

[Nov. 27,

Dec. 16,

Oct. 10,

ISept. 25,

IMch. 27,
Ijan. 21,

Nov. 10,

May 22,

April 3,

Nov. 30,

Jan. .5,

iJune 22,

{Jan. 8,

A\ig. 7,

I Feb. 26,

'Aug. 15,

I

Nov. 29,
I Sept. 9,

1867.

1866.

18()6.

1866.

1866.

1867.

1867.

1867.

1^:66.

1866.

1867.

1866.

1866,

1866.

1866.

1867.

1867.

1866.

1866.

1867.

1866.

1867.

1866.

1867.

1866.

1866.

1866.

1866.

1866.

Place.

Washington, 111

Olean, N. Y
Scranton, Pa
Bedford, N. Y
Ypsilanti, Mich
Ottawa, 111

McGrawville, N. Y
Odessa, Del
Brownsville, Texas
Cincinnati, Ohio
Quincy, 111

New Bedford, Mass
Orange. N.J
Ovid, N. Y
Milford, Pa
Cooperstown, N. Y
Dover, Ohio
Denver, Col. Ter
Elmer, N.J
Marion, N. Y
Dearborn, Mich
Atwater, Ohio
Geneva, N. Y
St. Louis, Mo
Marietta, Ohio
Berrien Springs, Mich
Marcellus, N. Y
Pultney, N. Y
Thorntown, Ind

Presbyteey.

Bloomington.
Troy.
Philadelphia, 4th.
Utica.
Washtenaw.
Ottawa.
Cortland.
Wilmington.
New York, 4th.
Elyria.
Schuyler.
Watertown.
Newark.
Cayuga.
Hudson.
Otsego.
Cleveland and Portage.
Detroit.
Champlain.
Lyons.
Detroit.
Cleveland and Portage.
Geneva.
St. Louis.
Athens.
Kalamazoo.
Cayuga.
Steuben.
Indianapolis^

By order of the General Assembly.

HENRY A. NELSON, Moderator.

EDWIN F. HATFIELD, Stated Clerh.
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MINUTES, 1868.

Harrishurgli, Fa., May 2\st, 1868.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of

America met, agreeably to appointment, in the First Presbyterian church
of the city of Harrisburgh, Pennsylvania, on Thursday, the 21st of May,
18G8, at 11 o'clock A. M., and was opened with a sermon, by the Rev.
Henry A. Nelson, D. D., the Moderator of the last Assembly, from Gala-

tians 5 : 13 : For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty ; only use not

liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another."

After the sermon, the Assembly was constituted with prayer.

The Committee of Arrangements reported, recommending that the morn-
ing session open at 82 o'clock A. M., and close at 12 o'clock M., that the

afternoon session open at 3 o'clock P. M., and close at 5j o'clock P. M.

;

that the evening services commence at 7 J o'clock P. M. ; and that the first

hour of the morning session be occupied with devotional exercises. The
report was adopted.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [4]

Thursday, May 2\st, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the previous session were read and approved.

On the report of the Committee on Commissions, the following persons

were enrolled as duly appointed Commissioners of this General Assembly

:

PRESBYTERIES.

1. Cliamplain,

2. Troy,

3. Albany,

4. Columbia,

5. CatsMU,

I. SYNOD OF ALBANY.
MINISTERS.

Edwin A. Bulkley,

Laurens P. Hickok, D. D.,

Joshua B. Hall,

John R. Young,
John McVey.
V. Leroy Lockwood.

ELDERS.

William V. K. McLean,
Orlando J. Greene,

George N. Bates.

Hon. Fred'k H, Hastings.

1. St. Lawrence,

2. Watertown,

3. Oswego,

4. Utica,

1. Onondaga,
2. Cayuga,

3. Cortland,

4. Tioga,

II. SYNOD OF UTICA.
Newton J. Conklin.

Willard M. Hoyt,
Charles J. Hutchings,

Samuel W. Fisher, D. D.,

Chester W. Hawley,

James K. Bates, M. D.
J. Gilbert Benedict.

Abner Gardner.

III. SYNOD OF ONONDAGA.
John S. Bacon, Samuel P. Hayden.
Edwin Hall, D. D., Josiah P. Bailey,

Almon R. Hewitt, Silas L. Bradley (2).

Huntington Lyman, Freeman Stebbins.

George N. Boardman, D. D.
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IV. SYNOD OF GENEVA.
PRESBYTERIES.

1. Geneva,

2. Steuben,

3. Chemung,
4. Ithaca,

5. Wellshorough,

6. Lyons,

MINISTERS.

Josephus D. Krum,
A. Augustus Wood, D. D.,

Mills B. Gelston,

Darwin Cliicliester,

William K. Piatt.

Elisha B. Benedict,

George H. H. Shumway,

ELDERS.

Stephen M. Whitaker,
Charles H. Hale.

Benjaauin Farwell.
Adna Ayers.

Harris T. Ryon.
Lewis H. Clark.

V. SYNOD OF SUSQUEHANNA.
1. Otsego, Samuel N. Robinson, Warren Lyon.

2. Chenango, John L. Jones (2), Amasa J. Hoyt.

3. Delaicare, Andrew Montgomery, Benjamin Cannon.

VI. SYNOD OF GENESEE.

1. Buffalo,

2. Ontario,

3. Rochester,

4. Genesee,

5. Niagara,

Timothy Stillman, D.

John M. Ballou,

William Waith,
Pliny F. Sanborn,

Charles E. Furman,
Henry M. Morey,
Charles F. Mussey,
Thomas Doggett,

6. Genesee Valley, Philander Camp,

D., Thomas Farnham,
George W. Tew,
Wareham K. Cook (3).

John T. Van Nest.

Edwin T. Huntington,

Ralph Thatcher, M. D.

Hon. Augustus P. Hascall.

Charles H. West.

George Karr. [.5]

VII. SYNOD OF NEW YORK AND
1. Hudson,

2. North River,

3. Long Island,

4. New York, 3<^,

5. Neio York, Ath,

6. Brooklyn,

7. Newark,

8. Rockaway,
9. Montrose,

Nathaniel E. Pierson,

George R. Ferguson,

Edward Stratton,

Thomas H. Skinner, D. D.,

T. Ralston Smith, D. D.,

John De Witt,

Henry B. Smith, D. D.,

George L. Prentiss, D. D.,

Samuel T. Spear, D. D.,

Jos. T. Duryea, D. D. (2),

Jonathan F. Stearns, D. D.

Robert Aikman,
Arthur Mitchell,

Robert S. Feagles,

Jacob Best,

Bentley S. Foster,

NEW JEESEY.

James M. Reeve.

Newton Reed.

Ira Tuthill.

William C. Foote,

Merrill N. Hutchinson.

Hon. William E. Dodge,
Oliver E. Wood.
Hon. Edward A. Lambert,

Henry Ide.

Jeremiah Baker,

Moses A. Peck,

Frederick C. Hexamer.
William H. Kitchell.

Stephen D.Ward,
William Wright.

1. Wilmington,

2. Philadelphia, 3cZ,

VIII. SYNOD OF PENNSYLVANIA.
D. Hopkins Emerson, James M. Vandegrift.

J. Glentworth Butler, D. D., Benedict D. Stewart,

Samuel W. Crittenden,

Philadelphia, 4th, Elias J. Richards,

William T. Eva,

Harrisburgh, William Tracy,

List, of Columbia, John C. Smith, D. D. (2),

Edward Miller.

Samuel T. Bodine,

Abner Lincoln.

Robert J. Fleming.

Julius A. Fay.
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PRESBYTERIES.

1. Erie^

2. 3Ieadville,

3. Pittshurgh,

IX. SYNOD OF WEST PENNSYLVANIA.
MINISTERS. ELDERS.

Joseph Vance, Johnston Rea.

David M. Rankin,

Frederick A. Noble,

Samuel Minor.

Richard Edwards.

X. SYNOD OF MICHIGAN.

1. Detroit,

2. Monroe,

3. Marsliall,

4. Washtenaw,

5. Kalamazoo,
6. Coldwater,

7. Saginaw,
8. Gr. River Valley,

9. Lansing,

"William A. McCorkle,
William H. Webb,
James Walker,

Ira M. Weed,
T. Dwight Hunt,
Charles S. Adams,
J. Ambrose Wight,
Joseph T. Willett,

C. Solon Armstrong,

Elisha Taylor.

Hon. Charles Noble.

Andrew G. Irwin.

Daniel B. Green (3).

Eli R. Miller.

John Chandler.

Hon. Hiram L. Miller.

John D. McNaughton.
Enoch Eddy.

XI. SYNOD OF WESTERN RESERVE.

1. Grand River,

2. Huron,
3. Trumbidl,

4. Cleveland and
Portage,

5. Maumee,

Justus L. Janes,

Delos E. Wells,

Henry B. Eldred,

Ansel R. Clark,

Fergus L. Kenyon,
E. Judson Alden,

John P. Robertson.

James Boyd.
Thomas Kinsman.
Samuel H. Mather,

Joseph Perkins (3).

David Smith. [6]

XII. SYNOD OF OHIO.

1. Athens, Warren Taylor, Sala Bosworth.

2. Pataskala, David E. Beach, Matthew Newkirk (2).

3. Franklin, Edward D. Morris, D. D., Henry M. Alberry.

4. Scioto, A. Alexander Jimeson.

XIII. SYNOD OF CINCINNATI.

1. Cincinnati,

2. Ripley,

3. Dayton,

4. Hamilton,

John Rankin,

Luman A. Aldrich,

James R. Gibson,

Daniel M. Moore,

Evan L. Davies,

William H. Moore.

William B. Campbell,

Thomas J. Orbison (2).

David Oliver, M. D.

XIV. SYNOD OF INDIANA.

1. Salem, Horace C. Hovey, Richard Owen.
2. Madison, John P. Haire, Abraham B. Haines.

3. Indianapolis, Charles H. Marshall, John L. Ketcham.
4. Green Castle, Henry S. Little, Enos Miles.

CrauifordsviUe,

St. Joseph,

Logansport,

Fort Wayne,

XV. SYNOD OF WABASH.
Joseph F. Tuttle, D. D.

John B. Fowler.

Adolphus S. Dudley,

William J. Essick,

Alexander Thomson.

Stewart T. McConnell.
Daniel S. Beaver.
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PRESBYTERIES,

1. Illinois,

2. Schuyler^

3. Wabash,

4. Alton,

XVI. SYNOD OF ILLINOIS.

ELDERS.

George E. Morehouse.

MINISTERS.

J. Rogers Armstrong,
John G. llankin.

Garnett A. Pollock,

Willard P. Gibson,

Augustus T. Norton,

Thomas H. West.
Francis W. Lytle, M. D.,

George S. Smith.

XVII. SYNOD OF PEORIA.

1. Ottaica,

2. Knox,
3. Galena and

Bflvidere,

Chicago,4.

5. Bloomington,

James H. Burns,

George Duffield, Jr.,

George M. Jenks,

Eugene H. Avery,
Rob't W. Patterson, D. D.,

Arthur Swazey.
Charles D. Nott,

Tiobert W. Moore.

Cephas Arms.
John Adams,
Sidney Avery.

Luman W. Capen.

1. Milwaiikee,

2. Fox River,

3. Columbus,

4. Lake Superior,

XVIII. SYNOD OF WISCONSIN.

Hiram P^ddy.

John H. Walker, Nathaniel Frank.

Francis Z. Rossiter, Andrew G. Riley, M. D.

Cicero B. Stevens, Amos R. Harlow (3).

XIX. SYNOD OF IOWA.

1. Des Moines,

2. Keokuk,
loioa City,

Dubuque,
Chariton,

Cedar Rapids,

Omaha,

William Campbell (2).

William G. Kephart,
Alexander Porter,

German H. Chatterton,

George D. Young,
Francis M. Dimmick,

Charles A. Beckley.

Robert McKee.
Arthur Morrison.

William D. Evans.

Stephen K. Tourtellot.

John R. Meredith (7). [7]

XX. SYNOD OF MINNESOTA.

1. Mankato, Lyman Marshall, Uri Hill.

2. Minnesota, Albert G. RuliflFson, H. Knox Taylor.

3. Winona, Jesse L. Howell.

4. Dakota, Thomas S. Williamson.

XXI. SYNOD OF MISSOURI

1. ^S*^. Louis, Henry A. Nelson, D. D.,

2. Nortlin 3Iissouri, James A. Darrah,

3. Lexington, Timothy Hill,

4. Osage, John M. Brown.
5. Kansas, Franklin E. Sheldon,

Edward M. Avery.

James C. Agnew (3).

John DeClue.

Jason Yurann.

XXII. SYNOD OF TENNESSEE.

1. Union, James A. GrifFes, William B. Minnis.

2. Kingston, Thomas Brown, James Gettys.

3. Holston, James G. Mason, Richard P. Mitchell, M. D.
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XXIII. SYNOD OF ALTA CALIFOENIA.

PRESBYTERIES.

1. San Francisco,

2. Sierra Nevada,
3. San Jose,

4. Washoe,

MINISTERS.

William W. Macomber.
Charles C. Wallace,

Lemuel P. Webber,
William M. Martin (5).

ELDERS.

Edward B. Conklin.

Henry Johnson.

Rev. John S. Easton, D. D.

Rev. J. Romeyn Berry, D. D.

CORRESPONDING BODIES.

1. General Assembly of the other ] Rev. Richard H. Richardson, D. D.,

Branch, j and Hon. Henry W. Green, LL.D.
2. General Assemhly of the Oumher-

land Presbyterian Church.

3. General Assembly of the United

Presbyterian Church of North
America,

4. General Assembly of the Free

Church of Scotland.

5. General Assembly of the Presby-

terian Church in Ireland.

6. General Synod of the Reformed
Church in America,

7. General Synod of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church in North
America.

8. General Synod of the Ger-

man Reformed Church in the

United States.

9. General Synod of the Evangel-

ical Lutheran Church in the

United States,

10. General Conference of the Con-

gregation al Churches ofMaine.

11. General Association of New
Hampshire.

12. General Convention of Vermont.

13. General Association of the Con-

gregational Churches of Mas-
sachusetts.

14. General Association of Connec-

ticut.

15. Presbyterian and Congregational

Convention of Wisconsin.

16. Union of Evangelical Churches

of France.

The Rev. Jonathan F. Stearns, D. J)., of the Presbytery of Newark, was
elected Moderator, and inducted into office.

The Rev. Timothy Stillman, D. D., of the Presbytery of Buffalo, and the

Rev. T. Ralston Smith, D. D., of the Presbytery of New York, Third, were
chosen Temporary Clerks.

The docket of business was read by the Stated Clerk.

The General Rules for Judicatories, contained in the Appendix to the

Constitution, were adopted as the Rules of this Assembly.

Rev. George F. Stelling. [8]
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The reception of the Synodical Records, and of all papers intended for the

Assembly, was made the first order of the day for to-morrow morning.

It teas Ordered., That the reports of the Standing Committees be presented

and considered on the following days : On Foreign Missions, Monday, May
25th, at 10 o'clock A. M. ; on Education, Monday, at 3i o'clock P. M. ; on
Publication, Tuesday, May 26th, at IO2 o'clock A. M. ; on Home Missions

and Church JCrection, Wednesday, May 27th, at 10 o'clock A. M. ; on Minis-

terial Relief, Thursday, May 28th, at 101 o'clock A. M. ; and on Sabbath-
schools, Thursday, at 3^ o'clock P. M.
The annual report of the Treasurer of the General Assembly was read,

and referred to Messrs. Benedict D. Stewart and Edward A. Lambert, as an

Auditing Committee.

Ordered., That the usual number of copies of the Roll be printed, under
the direction of the Stated Clerk.

The annual reports of the Permanent Committees on Publication, Home
Missions, and Education, were read, and referred to the appropriate Standing

Committees.

On the recommendation of the Standing Committee on Nominations, the

Rev. Henry Darling, J). D., of the Presbytery of Albany, was appointed to

represent this body in the General Assembly, now in session at Albany ; and
the Rev. A. Bordman Lambert, D. D., of the Presbytery of Troy, was ap-

pointed to represent this [!)] body in the General Assembly of the United
Presbyterian Church of North America.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 82 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 22d, 8'} ocloch A. M.
The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional exer-

cises.

The Roll was called, and the Minutes of the last session were read and
approved.

The Moderator announced the following Standing Committees

:

1. Judicial Committee. Ministers—Joseph F. Tuttle, D. D., John Rankin,

George N. Boardman, D. D., George R. H. Shumway, William A. McCorkle,

Cicero B. Stevens. Elders—Hon. Frederick H. Hastings, Hon. Augustus P.

Hascall, Oliver E. Wood, Cephas Arms, Elisha Taylor.

2. Bills and Overtures. Ministers—Henry B. Smith, D. D., LL.D., Robert

Aikman, Samuel W. Crittenden, Thomas Doggett. Ansel R. Clark, Horace C.

Hovey. Elders—P]dward Miller, Hon. Charles Noble, Stewart T. McConnell,

Richard P. Mitchell, M. D., Luman W. Capen.

3. Polity of the Church. Ministers—Samuel T. Spear, D. D., Elias J. Rich-

ards, Charles E. Furman, William T. Eva, William J. Essick, Francis M.
Dimmick. Elders—Benedict D. Stewart, Edward M. Avery, Robert McKee,
Francis W. Lytle, M. D., George W. Tew.

4. Foreign Missions. Ministers—Thomas H. Skinner, D. D., LL.D., Wil-

liam Tracy, Charles F. Mussey, V. Leroy Lockwood, Charles H. Marshall,

Willard P. Gibson. ^/(Zers—Orlando J. Greene, Ralph Thatcher, M. D.,

Samuel Minor, Enos Miles, Uri Hill.

5. Education. Ministers—Laurens P. Hickot, D. D., LL.D., Darwin Chich-

ester, Arthur Mitchell, William Waith, Charles J. Hutchins, J. Rogers

Armstrong. Elders—Julius A. Fay, William C. Foote, Lewis H. Clark,

Hon. Hiram L. Miller, Sala Bosworth. [10]

6. Home Missions. Ministers—Henry A. Nelson, D. D., Augustus T. Nor-

ton, Frederick A. Noble, Timothy Hill, Lemuel P. Webber, Thomas Brown.
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Elders—Samuel T. Bodine, Edwin T. Huntington, Andrew G. Riley, M. D.,

Samuel H. Mather, Henry M. Alberry.

7. Fuhlication. 3Iiuisters—Robert W. Patterson, D. D., D. Hopkins Emer-
son, John R. Young, Samuel N. Robinson, Nathaniel E. Pierson, James
Walker. Elders—James K. Bates, M. D., Charles H. West, Merrill N.
Hutchinson, Alexander Thomjjson, H. Knox Taylor.

8. Church Erection. Ministers—George L. Prentiss, D. D., Authur Swazey,
T. Dwight Hunt, Edwin A. Bulkley, Albert G. Ruliffson, Luman A. Aldrich.

Elders—Hon. Edward A. Lambert, Thomas Farnham, Richard Edwards, Jo-

siah P. Bailey, John L. Ketcham.
9. Sahhath-schools. ^Ministers—George Duffield, Jr., Chester W. Hawley,

Pliny F. Sanborn, Ira M. Weed, Willard M. Hoyt, John G. Rankin. Elders

—William Y. K. McLean, Freeman Stebbins, Moses A. Peck, Abner Lincoln,

Daniel S. Beaver.

10. Ministerial Relief. Ministers—Edwin Hall, D. D., Mills B. Gellston,

Joseph T. Willett, James R. Gibson, Eugene H. Avery, German H. Chatter-

ton. Elders—Hon. William E. Dodge, J. Gilbert Benedict, Amasa J. Hoyt,
Newton Reed, Andrew G. Irwin.

11. Narrative of Religion. Ministers—Edward D. Morris, D. D., Henry M.
Morey, Edward Stratton, Joseph Vance, C. Solon Armstrong, Charles D. Nott.

Elders—Samuel P. Hayden, Benjamin Farwell, William H. Kitchell, John
Chandler, Abraham B. Haines.

12. Mileage of Commissioners. Elders—Stephen D. Ward, Henry Ide,

William H. Moore. [11]
13. Devotional Exercises. Ministers—A. Augustus Wood, D. D., John

DeWitt, Huntington Lyman, John McVey, Charles S. Adams, Henry B.

Eldred. Elders—Robert J. Fleming, Warren Lyon, James M. Vandegrift,

John P. Robertson, David Oliver, M. D.

14. Leave of Absence. Ministers—Charles C. Wallace, Warren Taylor,

Adolphus S. Dudley, Newton J. Conklin, George R. Ferguson, Justus L.

Janes. Elders—William B. Minnis, Arthur Morrison, John Adams, William
B. Campbell, Enoch Eddy.

Committees on Synodical Records :

1. Synod of Albany. Ministers—Andrew Montgomery, John M. Ballou,

David M. Rankin. Elders—James M. Reeve, Jeremiah Baker.

2. Synod of Uiica. Ministers—Philander Camp, Robert S. Feagles, Jacob
Best. Elders—Benjamin Cannon, John T. Van Nest.

3. Synod of Onondaga. Ministers—Bentley S. Foster, William H. Webb,
Delos E. Wells. ^/(Zers—George Carr, Ira Tuthill.

4. Synod of Geneva. 3linisters—Fergus L. Kenyon, David E. Beach,
Daniel M. Moore. Elders—Johnston Rea, William Wright.

5. Synod of Susquehanna. Ministers—Almon R. Hewitt, Elisha B. Bene-
dict, E. Judson Alden. Elders—George N. Bates, Abner Gardner.

6. Synod of Genesee. Ministers—

5

o?>bt^\\w.?, D. Krum, A. Alexander Jime-
son, John P. Haire. Elders—Adna Ayers, John D. McNaughton.

7. Synod of New York and Neio Jersey. Ministers—Henry S. Little,

John B. Fowler, Evan L. Davies. Elders—Thomas Kinsman, Eli R. Miller.

8. Synod of Pennsylvania. Ministers—Garnet A. Pollock, James H. Burns,

Hiram Eddy. Elders—George E. Morehouse, Robert W. Moore. [12]
9. Synod of West Pennsylvania. Ministers—George IM. Jenks, John H.

Walker, William G. Kephart. Elders—James Gettys, William D. Evans.

10. Synod of Michigan. Ministers—Francis Z. Rossiter, Alexander Por-

ter, Lyman Marshall. Elders—Samuel Minor, Abner Lincoln.
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11. Synod of Western Reserve. Ministers—James A. Darrah, Jesse L.

Howell, James A. Griffes. Elders—Moses A. Peck, Thomas H. West.

12. Synod of Ohio. Ministers—John M. Brown, James G. Mason, William

W. Macomber. Elders—Newton Reed, James Boyd.

13. Synod of Cincinnati. Ministers—V. Leroy Lockwood, Charles J.

Hutchins, Huntington Lyman. Elders—William H. Kitchell, Frederick C.

Hexamer.
14. Synod of Indiana. Ministers—George R. H. Shumway, Andrew

Montgomery, Charles F. Mussey. Elders—Lewis H. Clark, Freeman Steb-

bins.

15. Synod of Wahash. Ministers—John De Witt, D. Hopkins Emerson,

Joseph Vance. Elders—Henry Johnson, Cephas Arms.

16. Synod of Illinois. Ministers—Arthur Mitchell, T. Dwight Hunt,

Timothy Stillman, D. D. Elders—Edward B. Conklin, Richard P. Mitchell,

M. D.

17. Synod of Peoria. Ministers—Frederick A. Noble, Augustus T. Nor-

ton, Horace C. Hovey. Elders—Samuel T. Bodine, Elisha Taylor.

18. Synod of Wisconsin. Ministers—William J. Essick, George Duffield,

Jr., John G. Rankin. Elders—Stephen K. Tourtellot, Jason Yurann.

•19. Synod of loiva. Ministers—J. Rogers Armstrong, Eugene H. Avery,

Cicero B. Stevens. Elders—John DeClue, Francis W. Lytle, M. D.

20. Synod of Minnesota. Ministers—Timothy Hill, Edward D. Morris,

D. D., Francis M. Dimmick. Elders—Nathaniel Frank, Charles A. Beckley.

21. Synod of Missouri. Ministers—Edwin A. Bulkley, Chester W. Haw-
ley, A. Augustus Wood, D. D. Elders—Charles H. Hale, Sidney Avery. [13]

22. Synod of Tennessee. Ministers—Edward Stratton, William A. Mc-

Corkle, T. Ralston Smith, D. D. i;We/-s—Harris T. Ryon, George S. Smith.

23. Synod of Alta California. Ministers—John McVey, Mills B. Gelston,

Thomas Doggett. Elders—Stephen M. Whitaker, David Smith.

The Records of the Synods, the Narratives, the Statistical Reports, and

other papers from the Presbyteries, were received and appropriately referred.

The annual report of the Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions was
read and referred to the Corresponding Standing Committee.

The Committee appointed by the General Assembly of 1866, and contin-

ued by the Assembly of 1867, to confer with a similar Committee of the

other Assembly in regard to the Reunion of the two branches of the Pres-

byterian Church, presented a report, which was referred to a Special Com-
mittee of Nine, to be appointed by the Moderator.

The Rev. Robert W. Patterson, D. D., a member of the Committee on

Reunion, by unanimous consent, presented a paper embodying the reasons

for his dissent fi'om certain portions of their report. The paper was referred

to the Special Committee of Nine.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 22cZ, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Auditing Committee reported that they had found the accounts of the

Treasurer correct ; they recommended its approval, and that it be printed in

the x\ppendix to the Minutes. The report was adopted.

The annual reports of the Trustees of the Church Erection Fund, of the

Trustees of the Presbyterian House, of the Executive Committee of the

Ministerial Relief Fund, and of the Permanent Committee on Sabbath-

schools, were read, and referred to the appropriate Standing Committees.
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The Rev. John S. Easton, D. D., the Delegate of the General [14] Assem-
bly of the United Presbyterian Church of North America, addressed the
Assembly, and was responded to by the Moderator.

Adjourned until 8J o'clock to-morrow.

Concluded with prayer.

Saturday^ May 23(?, 8 J o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional exer-

cises.

The Roll was called, and the Minutes of the last session were read and
approved.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported an Overture from
the church of Covington, in the Presbytery of Crawfordsville, embodying
the following resolutions :

1. When a church that owned a house of worship has become extinct, is

it the duty of the Presbytery to take charge of said house and use or dis-

pose of it for the benefit of the denomination, the laws of the State not
forbidding it ?

2. Have any but the members of a church the right to vote in the election

of its trustees ?

3. Have any but the members of a church the right to vote upon the re-

location of its house of wor.ship ?

4. When a member, without asking for a letter, joins the church of another
denomination, is it the duty of the session to strike his name from the Roll ?

The Committee recommended the following answers : To the first question,

by advising the memorialist to refer the question to the Presbytery to take
legal counsel and act in the premises as may seem wise. To the second and
third questions, by referring the memorialist to the laws of the State appli-

cable thereto. To the fourth question, by referring to the action of the As-
sembly of 1853, (see Digest, pp. 41, 42, 45,) in respect to absent members
and members withdrawing in a disorderly manner from their church relations.

The report was adopted.

The Moderator announced as the Special Commiffee on Reunion^ Rev.
Laurens P. Hickok, DD., LL.D., Rev. Joseph F. Tuttle, D. D., Rev. Samuel
T. Spear, D. D., Rev. Henry B. Smith, D. D., LL.D., and Rev. Augustus T.

Norton, with the Elders, Hon. William E. Dodge, Hon. Augustus P. Has-
call, Edward Miller, and Samuel H. Mather.

The following paper was adopted and directed to be communicated by
telegraph :

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in session at Harris-

burgh, Pa., sends fraternal and Christian salutations to [15] the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church holding its sessions at Albany, N. Y.,

and suggests that the first morning hour of Tuesday be devoted by both
Assemblies to prayer for the Divine guidance in their delibei'ation and action

on the report of the Joint Committee on Reunion.
The Committee of Conference on Reunion presented the report of the

Legal Advisers upon questions touching Property and vested rights as related

to the matter of Reunion. The report was accepted and referred to the

Special Committee on Reunion.*
The Records of the Synods of Illinois, Cincinnati, Onondaga, Wabash,

Susquehanna, Ohio, Pennsylvania, West Pennsylvania, New York and New
Jersey were, on the report of the respective examining Committees, approved
as far as written.

*See Appendix for text of report.
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The Committees on the Records of the Synods of Tennessee and Alta

California reported the absence of the books, and were discharged. It was
Resolved, That the Stated Clerk be directed to remind the Synod of Alta

California of its neglect of duty in the failure for several years to send its

Records to the General Assembly for review.

The Standing Committee on the Ministerial Relief Fund presented their

report, which was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Committee on the Ministerial Relief Fund respectfully report,

That, on hearing and examining the report of the Executive Committee,

they are more than ever impressed with the necessity and mercy, not to say

the justice, of such a provision. There are few of our ministers who receive

any more for their labors than a bare support under very rigid economy.

Many on the frontiers and in the new settlements are called to endure great

privation and much hardship. Some of the most devoted and laborious

men, and among the most useful—men who, in other callings, would ordi-

narily have secured a competence—when they are worn out or disabled,

are left with no means of support. Most of these, so far as has been dis-

covered by the action of the Executive Committee, are among those who
have spent their lives in the most difficult and needy fields, where their

service necessarily involved both hardship and poverty. All the ministers

who have been relieved by this Fund have received from their Presbyteries

the most honorable testimonials of long-continued, most faithful, and suc-

cessful labors. Some have been cut down in middle life, leaving widows

who had shared in all their privations in the new settlements, and who were

left with little children, destitute, and almost strangers, or among people who
were scarcely able to aid them. The grateful expression of thanks to the

Church and to God from some of these is most touching. It is blessed

indeed to be able to give so much as a [16] cup of cold water to such dis-

ciples as these. Would our Lord be pleased that we should pass them by
without either aid or sympathy ?

The administration of the Fund appears to have been conducted with

judicious and rigid scrutiny into the merits of each particular case ; and

according to rules which would seem to forbid, almost, the possibility of

abuse.

Your Committee, therefore, beg leave to call the attention of all concerned

to the resolution of the General Assembly of last year, requesting the min-

isters to preach on the subject of Ministerial Relief at an early day, and

resolving, also, " That it be considered the duty of every church to take an

annual collection for this cause."

Adjourned until Monday at 85 o'clock A, M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 2^th, 8? o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional exer-

cises.

The calling of the Roll was dispensed with until the closing session of the

Assembly.
The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

On the report of the respective Committees, the Records of the Synods of

Indiana and Missouri, with exceptions, and those of the Synods of Genesee,

Western Reserve, Minnesota, Albany, Michigan, Geneva, Wisconsin, and

Utica, without exception, were approved as far as written.

The following communication was received from the other General

Assembly

:



1868-16-18.] GENEKAL ASSEMBLY. 493

"Albany, N. Y., May 25th, 1868.

" The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in session at Albany
responds with warm Christian greetings to the salutations of the General

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church holding its sessions at Harrisburgh,

and have fixed the first morning hour of Tuesday for prayer to God for Divine

guidance in their consideration and decision on the lleunion report."

The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions presented their report, which
was accepted. Pending its consideration, the Assembly took a recess, and
proceeded in a body to the Executive Mansion, where, after a brief reception

and interview with the Governor of the Commonwealth,
Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [17]

Monday, May 26th, 3 ochck P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Judicial Committee reported, as in order, a complaint of the Rev. Levi

P. Crawford against the Synod of Peoria, and presented the documents in

the case. The report was accepted and placed on the docket.

The Standing Committee on J]ducation presented their report, which was
accepted and placed on the docket.

The consideration of the report of the Standing Committee on Foreign

Missions was resumed.

The report, with a resolution appended, was adopted, and is as follows

:

The only paper which has been put into the hands of the Committee is the

report of the Permanent Committee—a well-prepared and most interesting

document, showing a conscientious and exemplary performance of duty on

the part of that faithful Committee. The careful consideration of this report

has suggested two very diff"erent sentiments : first, that since there is joy in

the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth, there is

cause for a transport of joy and praise in the Church at the last year's prog-

ress in the missionary work, as related in this report ; and secondly, that there

is cause also for extreme mortification at the exceedingly small measure of

what has been given and done by our churches during the year in promoting

this sacred work, as also here related. Of the 1560 churches of our denom-
ination, more than half have contributed nothing, so far as appears ; and the

sum of the pecuniary contributions of the remainder is made up by the

average of a fraction of a dollar from each church member.
We will name two other indications of a want of missionary interest. First,

the place which Foreign Missions have held in the prayers of the churches,

as appears in the small concern too commonly taken in the monthly meetings

for prayer for the conversion of the world ; secondly, the want of pains-taking

to become acquainted and to extend acquaintance with the spiritual necessi-

ties and miseries of mankind, and with the toils, trials, sufiferings, sacrifices,

support, successes, and jubilant triumphs of our foreign missionaries.

Your Committee cannot but think that there is cause, too, for lamentation

and wonder at the actual measure of interest in Foreign Missions in the gen-

eral Church, as shown in the vast disproportion in distributing the means of

evangelization among mankind. The unsearchable riches of redeeming mercy
are, so to speak, a deposit in the hands of the Church for the benefit of the

entire human race. Paul, regarding himself as one of the trustees of this

infinite treasure, confesses himself, as in this be[18]half, "a debtor" to all

men—Greeks and barbarians, wise and unwise ; thus admitting that he

might be charged with unfaithfulness in his sacred stewardship, if he
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should fail to impart to the whole family of man, as much as in him lay,

the infinite grace of God in his Son, our blessed Lord. And Paul, though

there was, doubtless, a specialty of obligation in his case, was, nevertheless,

an example of what is the common concern of the Church, collectively and

individually. Nothing in Christianity is more certain than that every one

of its professors is, in the same sense, if not in the same measure, that Paul

was, "a debtor" to all mankind. The trusteeship, the stewardship of the

great Apostle belongs, by character, to every C!hristian. To be a Christian

is to be invested with it. The grace of Christ is bestowed on churches and

individuals, in order to be distributed by them to others who will receive it.

A charge to distribute it is contained in the grace of conversion. Christ has

given no law to his followers more imperative than the great missionary com-

mandment. There is not one of them, to whom this commandment does not

attach itself with the infinite authority of our Divine blaster. But apart

from authority, every Christian, so far as he is one, is, in person and sub-

stance, in spirit and in life, devoted to Christ's cause, which is one and iden-

tical with the cause of mis.sionary work. Interest in this cause is a sponta-

neous, irrepressible impulse of Christian life—a movement of the Divine

nature in the soul of man, for the advancement of the Grospel as widely and

as far as possible. This holy impulse is boundless, egressive
;

it can endure

no limitation. To make it introactive, to confine it to self or to place, is to stifle

it. Regressions, paroxysms, spasms, intestine strifes, sectarian animosities,

are the natural effects of restricting it within any narrow pale. p]xpansion,

even to the utmost ends of the earth, is the law of personal Christianity, the

law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus. What now is the just estimation

of actual church life as developing itself in missionary operations? Let this

question be answered in the light of a comparison between the measures of

the Church's activity in the two departments of Christian work, the Do-

mestic and the Foreign. Let the two be compared in one particular, the

apportionment of the ministry to each. There is no preference of countries,

or nationalities, or classes in the economy of evangelization. Distance may
make delay unavoidable; there may be, there have been, obstructions to mis-

sions invincible except by miracle ; but such accidental specialties apart, all

parts of the world have an equal claim to evangelistic ministrations. But

what is the fact as to the actual distribution of the ministry? Three-

fourths of mankind are without the Gospel. These three-fourths, special

circumstances apart, are entitled to three-fourths of the aggregate of the

ministry. The one-fourth, nevertheless, has the whole number, minus the

portion of about one to forty, or thirty at the most. What disregard of our

Lord's great commandment ! what repression of Chi-istian life does this enor-

mous inequality imply ! [19] and what defalcation in the stewardship of the

saving grace of God !

If there has ever been an alleviation of the guilt of this vast abuse of

trust, there is none now. Obstructions to the spread of Christianity are

past and gone. All the world is now open. Access to the remotest parts

is free, and speed thither may be swift as the wind ;
swift even as light-

ning, knowledge may fly all abroad, from end to end of the world. The

great Chinese empire, with its four hundred millions, has at last, to adopt

the language of the Permanent Committee, been brought, not only to open

its doors wide to the Western nations, but to come to us to seek our influ-

ence, instruction, and aid. What are these wonders of Almighty Provi-

dence but a call, loud as the archangel's voice, to our enlargement to the

uttermost of the numbers of missionary men and women, and all the other

necessary means of evangelism ? Assuredly, the time has come for a new
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beginning in the work of Foreign Missions. The date of the modern move-
n)eut in this work was near the commencement of the current century. In-

adequate as it has been, in all respects, the results of this movement are, in

themselves, magnificent and wonderful ; but compared to what remains to be
achieved, they are almost too small to be taken account of. And the Church
shall not forget that, if the late successes are encouraging, there are great

offsets to them on the contrary part, most directly and intensely antagonistic

to future progress. The world's career, during the past of this century, has
been immeasurably in advance of that of the Church. A materialism, hith-

erto without parallel, characterizes the age. And what new forms of open
and avowed opposition to evangelical truth are, at this moment, exceedingly

predominant and no less flagrant and triumphant ! If there be not a develop-

ment of life and action in the Church, adequately large and intense, to meet
and conquer these mighty forces of evil, what hope is there for the progress

of the cause of Christianity at home or abroad ? True, when the enemy
Cometh in like a flood, we may expect that the Spirit of God will lift up a

standard against him
;
but what standard does the Holy Spirit ever lift up

besides a regenerated, reinvigorated, and a sufiiciently energetic and heroical

Church ? What ground is there, in reason or in Scripture, for the expecta-

tion of progress for Christianity, whether at home or among the heathen, but
an inauguration of a new era of Christian life ? Is not a Pentecostal out-

pouring, like that at the beginning, needed at this moment? Does not

every minister and every Christian behoove to receive such a baptism,

especially of the Holy Ghost and of fire ?

While urging the necessity of a vastly enhanced earnestness in the interest

of Foreign 3Iissions, your Committee are conscious of no restraint to their

earnestness from an apprehension of detracting from earnestness or success

in domestic evangelism ; on the contrary, they would be constrained to press

this necessity to the uttermost, were their ultimate motive the highest inter-

est of [20] the Church at home. The two interests are one, interdependent

and indivisible. In the view of your Committee, there is not, in the whole
world, a more important work than that of thoroughly Christianizing the

great American Republic. But it needs no reasoning to prove that the

sending forth of foreign missionaries, with ample support for them, in

whatever numbers and at whatever expense, instead of diminishing, would,

by the very movement and by a' favorable reaction on the domestic

churches, be directly and indirectly only gain, and the richest gain to

the latter. 'In confirmation of this, let the appeal be made to the his-

tory of Christianity at the apostolic epoch and thenceforward, without
exception, through the entire course of the Christian Church.
The Permanent Committee's correspondence with our missionaries is

entitled to the large space which it occupies in their excellent report.

AVhile their correspondence expresses, on the part of the Committee, as

representing our churches, cordial and warm sympathy with our dear mis-

sionary brethren in their trials and sacrifices and arduous labors, it elicits

from them expressions of patience, courage, cheerfulness, and joyous faith

and hope, which exceedingly endear them to us as servants of our blessed

Lord and Saviour, who for the sake of advancing his cause and honor, by
extending his kingdom in the far distants parts of the earth, have counted
all things comparatively but loss, and are more than willing, if need be, to

suffer the loss of all things.

The Rev. Daniel W. Poor, D. D., the Rev. Theodore S. Brown, the Rev,

Robert Aikman, Mr. William Churchill, and Mr. William E. Dodge, Jr., are
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recommended for election on the Permanent Committee of Foreign Missions

to the full term of three years.

Supplement to the Report of the Standing Committee on
Foreign Missions.

Resolved. That the Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions be in-

structed to take measures, at their earliest convenience, to ascertain in how
many of our churches Monthly Concerts are held ; and that, with a view to

gathering up this and other facts bearing on the subject, they publish and
send to the pastors, and, in case of vacant churches, to the Clerks of ses-

sions, circulars, asking the following and such other questions as may seem
advisable :

1. Have you a Monthly Concert in your church?
2. How is it conducted ?

3. How long has it been in operation ?

4. On what evenings is it held ?

5. In what estimation is it held in the church and congregation ?

6. What is the average attendance ?

7. What are the average contributions ?

8. Are you supplied with the Missionary Maps ? [21]
9. Are there any special features of your Monthly Concerts which you

would commend to others ?

10. If you have no Monthly Concerts, will you state why it is ?

11. If the attempt has ever been made to have a Monthly Concert in your
church and has failed, on what ground was the failure ?

12. Will you do your best to organize a Monthly Concert?

And that the Committee embody the results of the facts thus ascertained

in their report to the next General Assembly, with such suggestions and
recommendations as in their judgment may seem to be called for.

Resolved. That a minute, expressive of the sense of this Assembly, with

reference to the seven hundred churches delinquent in the cause of Foreign

Missions, be prepared and reported by a Committee consisting of Rev.

Thomas H. Skinner, D. D., Rev. Newton J. Conklin, and Elder Daniel B.

Greene.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported an Overture, asking

that the degree of Deacons be defined, and the proper method of its recog-

nition be indicated ; they recommended that the Overture be ahswered by
reference to the Form of Government, Chapter VI., and the Digest, pp. 47,

48, and 468.

The report was adopted.

The same Committee reported a paper from the Presbytery of Cayuga,
referring to " the revision of subjects for church collections, and a new issue

of blanks corresponding to the revision," with a recommendation that the

subject be referred, with power, to the Stated Clerk, with the Secretaries of

Home Missions, Education, and Church Erection.

The report was adopted.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 8} o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday, May 26/A, 8^ o'cloch A. M.
The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional exer-

cises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Special Committee, to whom was referred the report of the Joint
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Committee on Reunion, presented their report, which was accepted. Pend-

ing its consideration,

The Rev. Richard H. Richardson, D. D., and the Hon. Henry W. Green,

LL.D., Delegates of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in

session at Albany, N. Y., addressed the Assembly, and were responded to by
the Moderator. [22]

The consideration of the report of the Special Committee was resumed,

and continued until the hour of adjournment.

Adjourned until o o'clock P. M.
Concluded Avith prayer.

Tuesday, May 2Qth, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee appointed with reference to churches delinquent in the

cause of Foreign Missions, presented a report, which was adopted, and is as

follows

:

The Committee appointed to prepare a minute relating to the churches

which appear as having contributed nothing the past year to the cause of

Foreign Missions present the following :

—

The Assembly regard the reported delinquency of these churches—the

majority of our whole number—as cause for profound regret and sorrow. It

is aware that these churches, for the most part, are the smaller and feebler

ones ; but surely they might have given something ; and their offering, irre-

spective of amount, would have been acceptable to Him whose estimation of

liberality is not according to its amount, but according to the measure of

sacrifice it costs. Not the sum given, so much as what is left to the giver,

is his principle of estimation. This was the principle according to which the

poor widow's two mites, which make a farthing, was reckoned as larger lib-

erality than all the gifts of the rich, who remained rich after giving. There

is not a member of these churches, in whom the spirit of self-sacrifice might
not have been effectual to the contribution of something ; and that some-

thing, however small, would have been accounted by our Saviour a valuable

gift to the treasury of the American Board. The giver, at least, would have
been no loser by it. As there is no Christian duty of higher obligation, so

there is no Christian grace of higher excellence than that charity which, in

the name and interest of our blessed Lord, sacrifices her own for the advan-

tage of others. If, therefore, the Assembly had respect only to the highest

good of the delinquent churches, they would have a sufficient motive for

regretting the withholding of their gifts. But he, who knows the " works "

of his churches, would not have withheld his blessing from their self-denying

exercise of charity, whereby it would have become available to an extent

not to be defined, and in advancing the great foreign missionary work.

Wherefore,

Resolved, That this Assembly, in view of the fact that the majority of our

churches appear to have given nothing to the cause of Foreign Missions

during the year, implores the ministers, [23] elders, and members of these

delinquent churches to consider afresh what they owe to their divine Master,

who has redeemed them by his blood, and to the perishing millions of the

heathen world, and to inquire whether they should hope to be approved and

blessed of him while they so fail to obey his gi'eat missionary commandment.
Your Committee beg leave to add to their report, though not strictly

embraced in the subject-matter referred to them, some practical suggestions

in regard to the general subject of beneficence, especially in our weaker

32
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churclies. No doubt the want of attention to systematic beneficence is

aggravated by the short stay of pastors and stated supplies. They lack, to

some extent, the incentive and the opportunity for training their people to

correct habits in this matter. This cause of the admitted evil we cannot

control. We must rather seek to reach the best attainable results in spite

of it. The great removable causes we think to be ignorance and indifference.

We seek a radical change. This is a work of time and much prayerful labor.

Yet to have secured the desired result is worth all it will cost. When and
how. then, shall we seek to effect it?

Begin with the children of the Sabbath-school. Strive to impress them
with a sense of God's love, and of the value of the Gospel to theiu, and,

with their privileges, contrast the privations of children in the heathen

world, and even in the less favored parts of our own country. Children

can understand the wants and woes of children, and can easily be taught

the habit of relieving them. Then the habit of the child becomes the habit

of the man. These considerations may often be brought before the minds of

our children, though not always in connection with direct appeals for money.
Never try to pump sympathy from an empty, careless heart. Kather by suit-

able means awaken, develop, and fill up. till the overflowing heart yields a

living and life-giving stream.

Put the Monthly Concert of prayer in such a place and time as to find

the people, and then make it a live missionary meeting. Enlist as many as

possible in its exercises, and, so far as possible, enlist some one from every

family as a contributor to the general interest. Appoint committees to glean

facts from every missionary field, and to report its successes and its wants.

And with frequent prayer mingle hints and suggestions of practical duty
with the facts of the missionary world. Here, as in the Sabbath-school, let

it be a primary aim to secure an intelligent appreciation of the wants of the

world, and, this attained, to enforce personal obligation and secure personal

interest,and action. Scolding has no place in the plan. What the love of

Christ will not constrain men to do, who clearly see what is needed, and have
been taught prayerfully to ask, " Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" we
see no effective way of accomplishing. The pastor, minister. Sabbath-school

superintendent, or whoever, for the time being, is fairly responsible for lead-

ing in this work, we urge and [24] exhort at once to set earnestly about it.

If elders or members are cold and negligent, let them not be approached pri-

marily with a demand for money, but rather, in some way, seek to engage
them in reading up in missionary facts, and then in combining and stating

those facts to others less able to do the work for themselves, and thus lead

on, gradually enlisting all classes, until giving will be a natural and necessary
relief to a grateful and glowing heart. The Monthly Concert should never
have a collection, in the technical sense, but always a grateful free-will

offering, as its final act of worship.

In conclusion, we assume to lay neither command nor burden on any, but,

through the pastors and elders of the churches, send to all the brethren our
Christian greeting, and ask them to review this subject with earnest prayer
before God, only reminding them that '' there is that scattereth and yet
increaseth, and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, and it tendeth
to poverty," and that " the Lord loveth a cheerful giver."

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported a memorial of the Synod
of Minnesota, asking the Assembly to memorialize Congress, to apply the

criminal laws of the States to the Indian tribes of the Territories, and, on
the recommendation of the Committee, the Eev. Frederick A. Noble, Rev.
John C. Smith, D. D., Rev. John Rankin, and the Elders H. Knox Taylor

/

/
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and Edward Miller, were appointed a Special Committee to prepare such
memorial.

A communication from the Rev. George W. Musgrave, D. D., Chairman
of a Committee appointed by the Presbyterian National LTnion Convention,

held at Philadelphia in November, 1867, inclosing the basis of union adopted

by that body, and asking for it the consideration of this General Assembly,
was read, accepted, and placed on the docket.

The consideration of the report of the Special Committee on Reunion
was resumed, and was continued until the hour of adjournment.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 8-1 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Wednesday, May 27th, 8h A. M.
The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional exer-

cises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved. [25]
The consideration of the report of the Special Committee on Reunion was

resumed, and. after a protracted discussion, was recommitted.

The Rev. J. Romeyn Berry, D. D., the Delegate of the Reformed Church
in America, addressed the Assembly, and was responded to by the Moderator.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Wednesday, May 2'7th, 3 o'clocJt P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Special Committee on Reunion again presented their report, which
was considered until the hour of adjournment.

Adjourned until Friday at 8j o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 29th, 8^ o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional exer-

cises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The consideration of the report of the Special Committee on Reunion was
resumed, and, after discussion, its further consideration was suspended for

the present.

It was then

Resolved, That, before proceeding to take the vote upon the report of the
Special Committee on Reunion, the Roll be called, that any member may
express his dissent from any article of the proposed terms of Reunion, and
that such dissent be entered on the record.

In accordance with this action, the Roll was called, and the following^

members expressed their dissent from the 2d and 10th articles of the Basis,

proposed by the Joint Committee on Reunion, namely: the Rev. Henry A.
Nelson, D. D., Rev. Timothy Hill, and Elder Jason Yurann ; Elder Eli R.
Miller expre.s.sed his dissent from the 2d article ; and the following members
expressed their dissent from the KHh article, namely : Ministers, William
Waith, T. Ralston Smith, D. D., William T. Eva, Joseph Vance, Frederick

A. Noble, William A. McCorkle, Ira M. Weed, Charles S. Adams. C. Solon
Armstrong, Henry B. Eldred, Warren Taylor, David E. Beach, Edward D.
Morris, D. D., A. Alexander Jimeson, Evan L. Davies, Charles H. 3Tar.shallj

Henry S. Little, John [20] B. Fowler, George Duffield, Jr., George M. Jenks,
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Robert W. Patterson, D. D., Arthur Swazey, John H. Walker, George D.

Young, John M. Brown, and Thomas Brown ; and the Elders, Hon. Frederick

H. Hastings, Merrill N. Hutchinson, Samuel T. Bodine, Daniel B. Greene,

Matthew Newkirk, Daniel S. Beaver, and John De Clue.

The report of the Special Committee was then taken up, amended, and

unanimously adopted. The Kev. Kobert W. Patterson, the Rev. Arthur

Swazey, the Rev. J. Ambrose Wight and Elder Richard Edwards were ex-

cused from voting.

The report of the Reunion Committee of fifteen is as follows :

—

Report of the Committee on Reunion.

The Committee, appointed by the General Assembly of 1866, to confer with

a similar Committee of the other Assembly, in regard to the Reunion of the

two branches of the Presbyterian Church ; and continued by the Assembly
of 1807, with directions and in.structions to co-operate with the other Com-
mittee in furtherance of the object, and " report to the General Assemblies

of 1868 any modification of the terms of Union which might seem desirable

to the Joint Committee in view of any new light that may have been received

during the year,"—would now respectfully report:

—

That the two Committees again assembled in joint meeting, in the city of

Philadelphia, on Wednesday A. M., the 11th of March, 1868, and continued

in conference reviewing the terms of Union, with the further light which

they had received, till Saturday afternoon, the 14th, when, having finished

the important business with which they were intiaisted, they finally ad-

journed.

Every member of these large Committees was present with the exception

of Rev. Dr. Hitchcock, of Ohio, absent in J]urope, Rev. Dr. Howard, of

Pennsylvania, detained by severe illness, and Judge Strong, of Mis.souri,

prevented by unavoidable professional engagements. Rev. Dr. Patterson, of

Illinois, arrived from a foi'eign voyage, after a long absence, in season to meet
the Committee ; but, feeling himself obliged to leave for home on Thursday
afternoon, did not participate in the final action. This large and patient

attendance was a new indication of the deep interest, which is felt throughout

the counti-y in the subject under consideration, and also of the profound

sense of responsibility on the part of the several members of the Joint Com-
mittee, charged to take action in a matter, which must afi"ect extensively and

permanently the interests of our counti-y and the kingdom of our Lord Jesus

Christ.

To our regret, the report expected from the legal advisers appointed to

investigate questions of property and vested rights was not received, owing

to the death of Mr. Daniel Lord, and the fact that Judges Strong and Shars-

wood had declined to act in the premises, because of their present official

position on the [27] Bench. After filling a vacancy by the appointment of

Hon. William M. Porter, of Philadelphia, we requested the Legal Committee
to meet as soon as practicable and prepare their report, which will be sub-

mitted by them directly to the Assemblies.

To affirm that all the meetings of the Joint Committee were distinguished,

as heretofore, by Christian courtesy and kindness would be but a faint ex-

pression of the truth. This sentiment of fraternal confidence and regard

a.ssumed such forms of expression, that all who participated in the conference

will be sure to remember it, as one of the greatest and happiest privileges of

their lives. This kindness of feeling, however, did not repress or modify the

utmost frankness in the statement of difficulties, real and alleged, on either

side. It ought to be stated distinctly, in justice to all the many interests
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and sections represented by these Committees, that there was not the least

reserve in the expression of the objections, which had been urged in any
quarter, against the proposed reunion. So frank and explicit was this utter-

ance, that at times it appeared as if honest differences of opinion would render

success uncertain. But the effect of continued and candid conference was
the increase of confidence, through the correction of misapprehensions and
the removal of obstacles, so that the very clouds, which threatened to obscure

the light, arranged themselves at last so as to I'eflect and increase what they

could not hide. The prayers of many churches and conventions, in different

parts of the country, known to the Committee to be ascending to God in their

behalf, were abundantly answered in the entire harmony and unanimity to

which they eventually attained. By this unanimity it is not meant, that in

every article and act of the Committee the preferences of each member were
fully met ; but that all were finally agreed, that the basis of Union now to

be reported was, in the circumstances, the best that could be framed in the

way of adjusting divers conflicting views and interests ; and as such it was
adopted, in the final vote, with entire unanimity, pledges of cordial support,

and sincere thanks to Almighty God.

Your Committee are fully persuaded that, if the ministers, elders, and
members, of both branches of the Church had been present at our recent

conferences, seen what we saw, and heard what we heai-d,they would heartily

join in the result which was reached by their representatives. With this

belief the Committee have judged it expedient and proper, to accompany their

report with such explanatory words, as may serve to convey to others the

facts and motives which proved of such weight to themselves.

Your Committee wei'e not at liberty to forget or overlook the premises

upon which they received their appointment. The I'esolution of the General

Assembly (0. S.) in which this movement originated, expressed the " earnest

desire " of that body " for reunion at the earliest time consistent with agree-

ment [28] in doctrine, order, and polity, on the basis of our common stand-

ards and the prevalence of mutual confidence and love." The General

Assembly, (N. S.,) in responding to this action by a similar vote, expressed
" its earnest wish for reunion " on a similar basis.

This earnest desire for union, as confessed by both bodies, is a fact which

antedates the appointment of your Committee. They were not commissioned

to inquire whether it existed, or to take measures to excite and promote it.

The existence of this acknowledged sentiment was the basis upon which the

two Committees were appointed. These premises assumed, the position occu-

pied by the Joint Committee, and the point of view from which they should

survey their work, were already decided by both Assemblies.

The desirableness of Reunion, if it can be consummated on satisfactory

terms, is not to be treated and put aside as a blind and imbecile impulse ; it

is the act and expression of Christian wisdom. The movement, thus inaug-

urated and advanced, was not made necessary by the condition or prospects

of either of the bodies now in conference. Each is thoroughly organized,

equipped, and prosperous. Neither needs the accession of the other for its

own sake merely. The motives which impel to union are higher and greater

than any which pertain to denominational advantage. They relate to the

welfare of the whole country, and the kingdom of our Lord in all the earth.

On this high ground, chosen for them in the providence of God, by the action

of both Assemblies, the two Committees took their stand, inclined in advance,

when any concessions were to be made, that the lesser preference should defer

to the greater and the stronger.

The changes which have occurred in our own country and throughout the
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world, during the last thirty years—the period of our separation—arrest and

compel attention. Within this time the original number of our States has

been very nearly doubled. It was in the year 1887 that what is now the

great and prosperous State of Michigan was admitted into the Union.

Florida, Texas, Wisconsin, Iowa, (/alifornia, Minnesota, Oregon, Kansas,

Nevada, Nebraska, have followed in rapid succession ; with numerous Terri-

tories already organized, soon to take their places in the National Union.

And all this vast domain is to be supplied with the means of education and

the institutions of religion, as the only source and protection of our national

life. The population crowding into this immense area is heterogeneous.

Six millions of emigrants, representing various religions and nationalities,

have arrived on our shores within the last thirty years ; and four millions

of slaves, recently enfranchised, demand Christian education. It is no

secret that anti-Christian forces—Piomaiiism, Ecclesiasticism, Rationalism,

Infidelity, Materialism, and Paganism itself—assuming new vitality, are

struggling for the ascendency. Christian forces should be combined and

deployed according to the new movements of their adversaries. It is no [29]

time for small and weak detachments, which may easily be defeated in detail.

A lesson has been given us in recent years, as to the ease with which diversi-

ties of sentiment may be harmonized and combined in one purpose to main-

tain the national life. The time has come when minor motives should be

merged in the magnanimous purpose, inspired both by patriotism and

religion, to Christianize the whole country.

The necessity of a closer union among Christians of a common faith and

order has come to be felt, in a new sense, by the members of our several

churches. It cannot be denied, that there exists a widespread and earnest

longing for more of visible unity among all classes of Christian people.

This is especially noticeable among the most intelligent, active and generous

in our connection. Kesponding to the teachings and challenges of the pul-

pit, the laity in our large cities and towns have entered upon a new stage of

Christian activity, demonstrating the possibility of practical union in the

stewardship of Christ. In many quarters there is an evident increase of

evangelic life and energy. With these facts well authenticated before them,

your Committee feel that, should the elements now stirred and converging

toward union be diverted and repelled from their object, the effect would be

most disastrous on the prospects of true religion. If the hearts of Christian

people, combined already throughout the land in Christian work, should be

disappointed as to that organic union which they crave, and this, through

differences asserted by the clergy, which the laity either do not understand

or with which they have no sympathy, the certain effect will be to lessen the

sentiment of respect and confidence on their part toward their appointed

leaders, and weaken the force of paramount motives.

Nor is the proposed union desirable on our own account only. It is

inevitable that its effects should be felt throughout the whole of Christen-

dom. Many of the ecclesiastical organizations of Protestant Europe had
their origin in remote controversies connected with the Reformation. That

was a time for the assertion of truth, rather than for the expression of love.

It was not so much a season for extending Christianity as for purifying and

preparing it for future aggression. If we must judge now, that segregation

was then carried to an extreme beyond what was required by necessity and

Christian charity, surely we possess peculiar advantages in this country and

age, for availing ourselves of a wiser and happier policy. Nothing is so

long-lived and inveterate as ancestral memories and prejudices. Before

the world we are now engaged, as a nation, in solving the problem
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whether it is possible for all the incongruous and antagonistic nationali-

ties thi'own upon our shores, exerting their mutual attraction and repul-

sion, to become fused in one new American sentiment. If the several

branches of the Presbyterian Church in this country, representing to a

great degree ancestral dift'erences, should become cordially united, it must
have not only a direct efiect upon the question of our national unity, but,

reacting by [30] the force of a successful example on the Old World, must
render aid in that direction, to all who are striving to reconsider and read-

just those combinations, which had their origin either in the faults or the

necessities of a remote past. The. results of our present movement are

eagerly observed by many, and its success or failure must inevitably

affect other efforts, at home and abroad, looking to the consolidation of other

branches of the Christian Church
;
nor can we doubt that, if any hindrance

should frustrate the consummation of that union now contemplated by our-

selves, a pang of grief and disappointment would be felt not only in our own
country, but throughout Protestant Christendom.

The third of a century, the life of a whole generation, has indeed wrought
wondrous changes, of the greatest promise for the future. Another order of

things exists. Old causes of irritation are removed. A new generation in

the ministry and the membership of the Church has arisen, with little sym-
pathy for those controversies that resulted in division. A new evangelic

spirit is abroad, like the breath of spring, inviting to a new style of action.

It would have betrayed a criminal temper, on the part of your Committee,
had they been indiff'erent to those events and sentiments to which they owe
their own appointment, and under the influence of which they addressed

themselves honestly, patiently, and prayerfully to the duty assigned to them.

The result of their deliberation is embodied in the following document, which
they now submit for the consideration of the Assemblies

:

Pkoposed Terms of Reunion between the two Branches of the
Presbyterian Church in the United States of America.

The Joint Committee of the two General Assemblies of the Presbyterian

Church, appointed for the purpose of conferring on the desirableness and

practicability of uniting these two bodies, deeply impressed with the respon-

sibility of the work assigned us, and having earnestly sought Divine guid-

ance, and patiently devoted ourselves to the investigation of the question

involved, agree in presenting the following for the consideration, and, if they

see fit, for the adoption of the two General Assemblies.

Believing that the interests of the Redeemer's kingdom would be pro-

moted by healing our divisions; that practical union would greatly augment
the efficiency of the whole Church for the accomplishment of its divinely-

appointed work ; that the main causes producing division have either wholly

passed away, or become so far inoperative, as that Reunion is now " con-

sistent with agreement in doctrine, order, and polity, on the basis of our
common standards, and the prevalence of mutual confidence and love ;" and
that two bodies, bearing the same name, adopting the same Constitution, and

claiming the same corporate rights, cannot be justified by any but the most
imperative reasons in maintaining separate and, in some respects, rival organ-

izations ; and regarding it as both just and proper, that a Reunion should be

cf [;:)l]fected by the two Churches, as independent bodies, and on equal

terms ; we propose the following Terms and Recommendations, as suited to

meet the demands of the case

:

1. The Reunion shall be effiected on the doctrinal and ecclesiastical basis



504 MINUTES OF THE [1868-31, 2.

of our common standards ; the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments

shall be acknowledged to be the inspired Word of God, and the only infalli-

ble rule of faith and practice : the Confession of Faith shall continue to be

sincerely received and adopted, " as containing the system of doctrine taught

in the Holy Scriptures ;" it being understood, that this Confession is received

in its proper, historical—that is, the Calvinistic or Keformed—sense
;

it is

also understood, that various methods of viewing, stating, explaining, and
illustrating the doctrines of the Confession, which do not impair the integ-

rity of the Reformed or Calvinistic system, are to be freely allowed in the

United Church, as they have hitherto been allowed in the separate Church-

es: and the Government and Discipline of the Presbyterian Church in the

United States shall be approved as containing the principles and rules of

our polity.

2. All the ministers and churches, embraced in the two bodies, shall be

admitted to the same standing in the united body, which they may hold in

their respective connections up to the consummation of the union ; imper-

fectly organized churches shall be counseled and expected to become thor-

oughly Presbyterian, as early, within the period of five years, as is permitted

by the highest interests to be consulted; and no other such churches shall

be hereafter received.

3. The boundaries of the several Presbyteries and Synods shall be adjusted

by the General Assembly of the United Church.
4. The official records of the two branches of the Church, for the period

of separation, shall be preserved and held as making up the one history of

the Church ; and no rule or pi-ecedent, which does not stand approved by
both the bodies, shall be of any authority, until re-established in the united

body, except in so far as such rule or precedent may aifect the rights of

property founded thereon.

5. The corporate rights, now held by the two General Assemblies, and by
their Boards and Committees, shall, as far as practicable, be consolidated,

and applied for their several objects, as defined by law.

6. There shall be one set of Committees or Boards for Home and For-

eign Missions, and the other religious enterprises of the Church, which the

churches shall be encouraged to sustain, though free to cast their contribu-

tions into other channels, if they desire to do so.

7. As soon as practicable after the union shall be effected, the General
Assembly shall reconstruct and consolidate the several Permanent Commit-
tees and Boards, which now belong to the two Assemblies, in such a manner
as to represent, as far as possible, [32] with impartiality, the views and
wishes of the two bodies constituting the United Church.

8. The publications of the Board of Publication, and of the Publication

Committee, shall continue to be issued as at present, leaving it to the Board
of Publication of the United Church to revise these issues, and perfect a

catalogue for the joint Church, so as to exclude invidious references to past

conti'oversies.

9. In order to a uniform system of ecclesiastical supervision, those Theo-
logical Seminaries that are now under Assembly control may, if their Boards
of Direction so elect, be transferred to the watch and care of one or more
of the adjacent Synods ; and the other Seminaries are advised to introduce,

as far as may be, into their Constitutions, the principle of Synodical or As-
sembly supervision ; in which case, they shall be entitled to an official recog-

nition and approbation on the part of the General Assembly.
10. It is agreed, that the Presbyteries possess the right to examine minis-
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ters applying for admission from other Presbyteries ; but each Presbytery
shall be left free to decide for itself when it shall exercise the right.

11. It shall be regarded as the duty of all our judicatories, ministers, and
people in the United Church, to study the things which make for peace, and
to guard against all needless and ofl'ensive references to the causes that have
divided us ; and, in order to avoid the revival of past issues, by the contin-

uance of any usage in either branch of the Church that has grown out
of our former conflicts, it is earnestly recommended to the lower judicatories

of the Church, that they conform their practice in relation to all such usages,

as far as is consistent with their convictions of duty, to the general custom
of the Church prior to the controversies that resulted in the separation.

12. The Terms of the Reunion, if they are appi-oved by the General As-
semblies of 1868, shall be overtured to the several Presbyteries under their

care, and shall be of binding force, if they are ratified by three-fourths of the

Presbyteries connected with each branch of the Church, within one year after

they shall have been submitted to them for approval.

13. If the two General Assemblies of 18G1> shall find, that the Plan of
Reunion has been ratified by the requisite number of Presbyteries in each
body, they shall, after the conclusion of all their business, be dissolved by
their respective Moderators, in the manner and form following, viz. :—Each
Moderator shall address the Assembly over which he presides, saying, " By
virtue of the authority delegated to me by the Church, and in conformity

with the Plan of Union adopted by the two Presbyterian Churches, let this

Assembly be dissolved; and I do hereby dissolve it, and require a General
Assembly, chosen in the same manner, by all the Presbyteries in connection

with this body, and all those in connection with the General Assembly meeting
this year in , to meet in , on the day of May, A. D.

1870 ; and [33] I do hereby declare and proclaim, that the General Assem-
bly thus constituted will be the rightful General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church in the United States of America, now. by the grace of God,
happily united."

Signed by order of the Joint Committee.

Charles C. Beatty, Chairman.
Edwin F. Hatfield, Secretary.

PMladelpUa, March 14, A. D. 1868.

It will be observed that the Committee have agreed upon a few modifica-

tions of the Basis of Union, reported in May, 1867 ; this, not so much from
any change of opinion on their own part, as with a view, if possible, of pre-

venting or correcting misapprehension, and to meet, more fully, the views and
wishes of the bodies which they represent.

In reference to the First Article, containing the doctrinal basis, the language
employed is so explicit, that the Committee believe it will prove satisfactory

to all who desire union on the terms of Christian confidence and honor. First

of all, following the order of the " Constitutional Questions " proposed by
our Form of Government to all who are ordained to the ministry and elder-

ship of the Presbyterian Church, we assert the great Protestant principle

—

the sole supremacy and undivided authority of the Word of God, in all mat-

ters of faith and practice : assigning to this the foremost place above Church,

Creed, Confession, School, and System.
Magnifying the Inspired Scriptures, we next adopt, indorse, and honor, our

common Confession, as " containing the system of doctrine taught in the

Holy Scriptures." So far as they were concerned themselves, the Com-
mittees would have been content to rest in this prescribed form of words, as
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received and used by Christian brethren. Unhappily, misapprehension,

prejudices, and distrust are engendered by divisions, to obviate which the

Committee have endeavored to modify the language of their former report,

thought by some to be ambiguous, so as to make it precise, without surmis-

ing or exaggerating differences of opinion.

In their judgment, the line of distinction between the two Assemblies, as

now drawn, does not consist, as some have supposed, merely in theological

diversities. The same Confession is adopted by all. It is adopted in the

same terms as containing the same system. To make this agreement the

more determinate, the Committee have given this system its histoi'ic name.

At the same time that we mutually interchange these guarantees for ortho-

doxy, we mutually interchange guarantees for Christian liberty. Diiferences

always have existed and been allowed in the Presbyterian Churches in

Europe and America, as to modes of explaining and theorizing within the

metes and bounds of the one accepted system. What exists in fact, we have
undertaken to expi'ess in words. To put into exact formulas what opinions

[34] should be allowed and what intei'dicted, would be to write a new Con-

fession of Faith. This neither branch of the Church desires. Your Com-
mittee have assumed no such work of supererogation. Neither have they

made compromises or concessions. They append no codicil to the old sym-
bols. They have asserted, as being essential to all true unity, the necessity

of adopting the same Confession and the same system, with the recognition

of liberty on either hand, for such differences as do not impair the integrity

of the system itself; which is all the liberty that any branch of the great

Calvinistic family of churches has ever claimed or desired. Your Com-
mittee cannot see how it was possible for them to employ language more
precise and guarded, unless they were prepared to substitute " private inter-

pretations " for the recognized standards of the Church. To go further in

either direction than they have done would certainly lead to useless and
endless " strifes of words." Language somewhere must find a limit. It

would be impossible so to frame expressions on this subject, that those who
are opposed to Reunion may not find occasion to cavil and object. But the

Committee hope and trust that the Article now reported will commend itself

to all faii'-minded men, as containing what is precise, yet not exclusive

;

definite, yet not rigid ; specific, 3'et not inflexible ; liberal, without laxity
;

catholic, without latitudinarianism. If exact uniformity in all shades of opin-

ion in technical adjustments, in philosophic theories, be regarded as essential

to union, we should earnestly recommend the indefinite adjournment of the

present movement. Nor would consistency allow us to rest here ; our pres-

ent oi'ganizations should be dissolved and exchanged for disintegration and
individualism.

Nothing need be said in vindication of the Second Article, to those who
are fully informed concerning the churches referred to therein. Your Com-
mittee had to deal, not with abstractions, but with facts and realities. The
churches here described originated in a policy which was itself inaugurated

by a remote necessity ; their number is limited, and cannot be increased
;

the terms of their relationship are prescribed and limited also ; their Presby-

terian relationship is at present cordial, happy, and eminently useful ; and
some of them are deemed, by the Presbyteries with which they are connected,

as among their most efficient and excellent churches. As nothing is intended

by our action to disturb the present relations of these churches, so nothing

is designed to be done, at any time, which can be regarded as inconsistent

with good faith and honor ; but such statements were made by those mem-
bers of the Joint Committee more immediately representing the sections of
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country in which these churches exist, as led the Committee to believe, that

the friendly counsel contained in this Article would prove not unacceptable

to these churches themselves, and that the specification of a definite time

might be an aid to them in perfecting that organization which is now sug-

gested by Chi'istian expediency. [)^^2

The several Articles, which contemplate the combination and readjust-

ment of the respective Boards and Committees of the two Assemblies, look

only to economy and increased efficiency.

The recommendation contained in the Eighth Article calls for the briefest

explanation, as it is believed that it will prove more satisfactory than the

former Article, to which various objections were made. No disposition was
manifest in the Committee to press invidious distinctions and preferences.

Neither Publishing Committee is to supersede or indorse the other. Both,

earnestly engaged at present in publishing what is received by the churches

at large as valuable literature in theology and practical religion, are advised

to continue as now organized, till such a new Board or Committee shall be

appointed in the United Church, as, it may be supposed, would be prompted

by every instinct of Christian propriety to omit painful and invidious refer-

ences to past strifes, leaving undisturbed what is now, and ever must be,

highly prized by all our ministers and churches.

As to the action of the Committee concerning Theological Seminaries, as

embodied in Article Ninth of their report, all difficulty springs from the

obvious fact, that there is no authority which is competent to forbid the

endowment of Seminaries at any time by any individuals in our connection.

Those Theological Seminaries, which are now independent of ecclesiastical

control, were Ibunded before the disruption, and endowed by men represent-

ing alike what are now known as Old and New School Churches. What
was done then may be repeated again. A recommendation, looking to some
uniformity of ecclesiastical supervision, is all which the Committee felt to

be within their province or that of the Assembly ; except that those Sem-
inaries, now belonging to either branch of the Church, should have every

guarantee and protection for their chartered rights which they might

desire.

A new Article, here designated as the Tenth, has been introdviced, in

which some concession has been made on both sides, designed to reconcile

conflicting claims and usages. Many churches and Presbyteries, in both

Assemblies, claim the right, as now expressed in formal vote, of pronoun-

cing upon the expediency of admitting, to their own membership, those who
bear testimonials from correlative bodies. One Assembly now makes this

obligatory upon all the Presbyteries. The Committee recommend the recog-

nition of the right, and the abolition of the imperative rule. As all diffi-

culties springing from this cause had their origin in times of suspicion and

distrust which, it is hoped, are passing away, it is believed that the whole

matter may safely be left to adjust itself in a new era of confidence and

harmony. In this connection, however, the Committee would particularly

refer to the next article, (No. 11,) which emphasizes the duty of all our

judicatories to study the things which make for peace, and earnestly recom-

mends to the Presbyteries to conform to earlier and more ancient usages.

The examination of min[3G]isters passing from one Presbytery to another

is altogether unknown to the Presbyterian Churches of Scotland and Ireland
;

nor was it originally practised in our own. The extent of territory covered

by the Presbyterian Church in the United States may have been one reason

for another method, in later years, in our own country ; but, inasmuch as

the right and usage asserted and defended by some, and denied and discarded
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by others, were related to controversies wliich are past, the Committee are

confident that practical difficulties, from this quarter, will be obviated by
the adoption of their entire action in the premises. Amid the diversified

practices which now prevail as to this subject in both branches of the

Church, this recommendation of the Committee was designed to allay, and
not to promote, distrust and suspicion.

That some changes must be made in the present method and ratio of repre-

sentation is apparent from the size of the two Assemblies. Differences of

opinion also have long existed in both branches, as to the powers and pre-

rogatives of the General Assembly, as now exercised. Many are jealous and
apprehensive lest these may transcend the limits of expediency and Constitu-

tional Law. Whether the proposed Reunion would create the necessity of

enlarging the authority of the local Synods and modifying somewhat the

power and province of the General Assembly, is a subject upon which, as not

having been referred to them, the Committees have not felt at liberty to

make suggestions or to take action, beyond that of commending it to the

attention of the two Assemblies, which they do in the following terms,

to wit :

—
" The Joint Committee recommend that each of the two General Assem-

blies of 1868 appoint a Committee of five, to constitute a Joint Committee
of ten, whose duty shall be to prepare and propose to the first General As-
sembly of the United Church a proper adjustment of the boundaries of Pres-

byteries and Synods.
" This Committee shall also recommend to the General Assembly any

amendments of the Constitution, which they may think necessary to secure

efficiency and harmony in the administration of a Church so greatly enlarged

and so rapidly extending."

Thus have the Committee discharged the duty with which they were
intrusted. Having acted to the best of their ability, according to all the

wisdom they could command, their responsibility ceases. The grave neces-

sity of decisive action is now devolved on the respective Assemblies and
Presbyteries of the Church. That this responsibility transcends what ordi-

narily occurs in the life of men, no one will question.

The Union contemplated in this report is one based on " mutual confidence

and love." The Committees are aware that they have personally enjoyed
peculiar opportunities, in the way of intimate fraternal intercourse, for the

cultivation and expression of these Christian sentiments. Whatever diffi;r-

ences may exist among themselves on subordinate matters, they have come
to rest in mutual confidence concerning that which is of paramount im-

port[37]ance. If the same sentiment prevails throughout the whole Church,
organic Union cannot be prevented ; if it should prove to be wanting, no

technical formulas, no cautious definitions, no well-guarded conditions, can

produce union of any value or permanence. There is a so-called unity,

which is like the freezing together into one solid mass of all incongruous and
heterogeneous substances. Such icy compression is undesirable. There is

another unity, which the Holy Ghost has compared to the living " body fitly

joined together, and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, accord-

ing to the eff'ectual working in the measure of every part," making " increase

of the body unto the edifying of itself in love." Such is the Divine model
of ecclesiastical Union, combining diversity and harmony, liberty and love,

and the whole instinct with life, and predestined to growth and perfection.

Love demands few conditions, and confidence builds on something better

than verbal guarantees. Your Committee have never expected to reconcile

all local interests, all private preferences, all personal memories and preju-
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dices. Content are they, if the Articles of Agreement, herewith reported

and recommended, approve themselves to the thoughtful and judicious in

both branches of the Church, as suited to promote, not the advantage of

any school or sect, but the healthful vigor of the entire Church, the pros-

perity of the whole country, the honor of our adorable Lord.

We make no computation of majorities and minorities, in the United
Church, as related to past distinctions. We recognize no such idea as one
body absorbing the other ; our whole action is based on the principle of two
bodies, now independent and equal, becoming assimilated and fused together

in cordial " agreement as to doctrine, order, and polity, on the basis of our
common standards, and the prevalence of mutual confidence and love.' In
such a sublime act, something must be trusted to the power of Christian sen-

timent ;
something left to be accomplished by faith in one another, as well as

in our common Lord. Signs are visible in every quarter of increased confi-

dence among Christian churches and ministers, long separated by ecclesiastical

differences, now yearning for more of unity. As well might we deny the
return of spring and the putting forth of buds and the tender grass, as

question this obvious fact. Do not events indicate a Divine leadership which
it is our wisdom to observe and obey ? Results have already been reached,

under Pentecostal effusions of the Spirit from on high, surpassing the most
sanguine expectations, rebuking unbelief, dissolving prejudice, and betoken-

ing greater things to come. Some things must be referred to the past. If

we face the sun, our shadows are behind us. •" Let the dead bury their

dead." It is our Lord himself who teaches us, that all which is personal and
private should be held subordinate to the claims and afiinities of his kingdom.
What was tolerated once may not be justified now. The future cheers and
animates us with brightest prospects. The voice of the Son of God rebukes
the weakness and wickedness of schism, and enjoins the unity of [38] faith

and love. Hope anticipates the time when, every dissension healed and for-

gotten by Christian charity, all branches of the Presbyterian Church, in all

sections of our common country, holding the same standards, shall be drawn
together by patriotic and evangelical sympathies in cordial and indissoluble

union. Glorious things are promised to the Church, " in the day that the

Lord bindeth up the breach of his people and healeth the stroke of their

wound."
Surely it will be for good and not evil, for joy and not sorrow, for strength

and not weakness, if henceforth our rule shall be " One body and one spirit,

even as " we " are called in one hope of" our " calling. One Lord, one faith,

one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and
in "us "all."

" Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that

we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto Him be
glory in the Church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without
end. Amen."

Signed by order of the Committee.

William Adams, Chairman.
May 20, 1868.

The report of the Special Committee, to whom the above report was
referred, is as followed

:

The Committee to w'hom was referred the report of the General Committee
on Reunion, respectfully make their report:

—

This report of the General Committee of this Assembly contains the
" Terms and Recommendations " for Reunion, as the report of the Joint
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Committee of both Assemblies, and which " Terms and Recommendations "

have manifestly been most carefully prepared, are clear in statement, com-
pi'ehensive of the whole subject of Reunion, and present a plain and intel-

ligible basis on which the divided portions of the Presbyterian Church in

the United States may again stand together. Summarily, the basis is as
follows : The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments ; the Confession

of Faith as a System of Doctrine, and this to be received in the Reformed
or Calvinistic sense ;

and the allowance of philosophical views and explana-
tory statements in the United Church which do not impair the integrity of the

Oalvinistic system. To these particulars, as the substance of the basis, other
" Terms and Recommendations " are given, which may be considered as com-
plementary to the former ; and on this ground it is proposed that the two
bodies again become permanently one.

To these " Terms and Recommendations," the report of the Greneral Com-
mittee of this Assembly appends, as prefatory, such historic and explanatory
statements " as may serve to convey to others the facts and motives which
proved of such weight to themselves ;

" and also, as supplementary, a very
clear and full comment on the body of the " Terms and Recommendations " [39]
contained in the Joint Committee's report. The General Committee of the
other Assembly append also, in their report to that body, the same comments
and statements to the same joint " Terms and Recommendations." These
appended statements and comments, it is understood, have been personally

signed or expressly assented to by nearly all the members of the Joint
Ojmmittee. This is deemed to be a very valuable and important part of
the report which has been put into our hands, constituting an official and
authoritative exposition of the meaning of the " Terms and Recommenda-
tions," and which exposition is given as clearly and conclusively as language
can be used to explain language. It must preclude the practicability of any
judicial application of the " Terms and Recommendations " beyond the mean-
ing here affixed to them by the authors themselves. Though not the cove-

nant itself of Reunion, it is a direct official interpretation of it, and such that

any attempt to override it would be repelled by all the force of virtuous
Christian indignation through the religious world.

While the basis of Reunion, given in these " Terms and Recommenda-
tions," may hopefully be expected to be found acceptable and even satisfac-

tory to most of the members of both branches of the Church, it has already

become manifest that it is not acceptable to all. Difficulties and objections,

of probably opposite bearings, will be found in the diffiirent divisions of the
Church ; but it is of importance here to us, that we recognize only such as

it may be apprehended will be felt and urged in our own body. Among the

most prominent will be, doubtless, found a measure of hesitation and dif-

ficulty from objections somewhat in the following form

:

" Various methods of viewing, stating, explaining, and illustrating the
doctrines of the ' Confession of Faith ' are to be freely allowed in the United
Church as they have hitherto been allowed in the separate Churches," only
they must " not impair the integrity of the Calvinistic system." And now,
who shall decide whether the views do impair the integrity of the system ?

If there be a strenuous and rigid umpire, such will doubtless be found in-

tolerant of opinions and interpretations contrary to its own. A mind cau-

tious and jealous of all encroachment on religious liberty will doubt, and in

proportion to his fears he will hesitate or object.

But is the danger here really formidable ? Admit the majority of the

ecclesiastical body must decide ; but, in the way the members of our Pres-

byteries now will have their standing in the United Church then, will they
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be unsafe and exposed to oppression ? Aside from the manifest liberality,

and confidence, and love, which there must be in the members of the oppo-
site branch before three-quarters of its Presbyteries shall vote us together,

there are these quite impregnable safeguards. The man whose sentiments

do not violate the Calvinistic system cannot be hurt. And if the fear still

is that, in the opinion of the judicatory, the [-10] sentiment may be in vio-

lation of the integrity of the Calvinistic system, and that this opinion of the

judicatory must rule, the answer at once is, not the judicatory on its own
opinion, but the judicatory as convinced that the opposite branch of the

Church has allowed or not allowed the sentiment to be in consonance with
the Calvinistic system. If the man is not out of the pale of his former
church's orthodoxy, he cannot be in danger from any ecclesiastical court's

rigidity or bigotry.

Danger from this cannot be further pressed without directly qixestioning

the candor and honesty of the judicatory, and then we are at once beyond
all Christian redress or regulation.

Another difficulty is with the churches that have their standing on the
Plan of Union. They are to stand in the United body as they now stand

in the New School body. They are, however, to be counseled, and expected
to become thorovighly Presbyterian. So far there is no apprehension of com-
plaint. But they are to be counseled and expected to do this " as early,

within the period of five years, as is permitted by the highest interests to be
consulted ;

" and in this there is fear of injury. Why specifj' five years ? The
inference prompted by the fear is, that such churches, remaining after the five

years' counseling, are to be excluded. But such inference is wholly gratuitous.

The five years is put to give earnestness to the counsel and definiteness to

the expectation. Counsel to become thoroughly Presbyterian, and expecta-

tion that it will so be at a period running beyond five years, would be weak-
ness. If this cannot be gained within that time, both counsel and expectation

may there cease. This is as long as self-respect in the counsellor will allow

of his working and waiting.

But what if all this fails, and some of these churches stand still on the old

Plan of Union? The answer is, that though the inviolable agreement
still allows them the same standing in the United body, yet that no more
such churches are to be organized, and these few will not greatly trouble us,

nor will they probably long desire to maintain their partial connection with

the Presbyterian Chixrch.

One other source of appi'ehended difficulty only need now be mentioned.

It is in the expressed agreement " that the Presbyteries possess the right to

examine ministers applying for admission from " another Presbytery. The
position from which the objection comes is that the Presbyterian Chiirch is a

confederate body, and the confederacy is a unit, and membership in one place,

with a fair paper of transfer, confers the right of membership in all places in

the confederacy. This is doubtless safe practice and principle in all ordinary

cases. But extremities become often necessities.

And now, suppo.se we take this doctrine of previous examination in cases

of last extremities, or even suppose it to be held as very commonly allowable,

what danger of oppression is there ? Let the examination be as common or

as rigid as it may, the ju[41]dicatory can do nothing against the man who is

still within the pale of orthodoxy, according to the allowance of the old body
with which he is in sympathy. The United Church is to fellow.ship the

orthodoxy of both the present Churches.

Considerations like the.se induce your Committee to the conviction that, if

the " Terms and Recommendations " are not all that one would wish, and
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even in some things are what one would wish they were not, yet, at the worst,

they are not open to an oppressive or a dangerous use. There is a defence

erected over which nothing but dishonesty can come to work us harm. The
blessing of union, so accomplished, need not be feared as if about to be

counterbalanced by coming injuries.

But, on the other hand, your Committee are convinced that there is not

only danger of losing the possibility of Reunion, but of incurring very haz-

ardous and perhaps ruinous results if the action be longer delayed. Should
modifications he proposed, or conditions and new explanations be voted by
ourselves, besides the cei'tain distrust and jealousy promoted, there will inev-

itably be the meeting of this by counter-modifications, conditions, and ex-

planations, and we shall run at once into the temper and spirit of theological

controversy. The heart of brotherly unity will be wounded, alienated, and
abandoned by both sides.

Should we determine to postpone action till another year, many of the

churches will not delay. They will come together desultorily and more or

less disorderly. Others will seek other connections, and confusion and disin-

tegration will in wide regions ensue. The conviction of the importance of

Reunion and the hope of its possession have been stricken too deeply into the

heart of the churches to be now checked in safety. Even with much doubt
of the wisdom of some of the " Terms and Recommendations," your Com-
mittee deem it best that the matter go down to the Presbyteries for their

decision. Divisions and alienations among ourselves will be best precluded

by letting the grand issue be at once decided.

It is, therefore,

Resolved, That this Committee recommend to the General Assembly the

approval of the proposed terms of Reunion as given on pages 8, 9, and 10 of

the report, and also the article on page 14, with the accompanying interpre-

tations and explanations of the Joint Committee, and that the same be sent

down as an Overture to our Presbytei'ies.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

The Permanent Clerk was directed to communicate the action of the

Assembly upon the Joint Committee's report on Reunion to the General

Assembly in session at Albany, N. Y.

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted :

Resolved, 1. That the thanks of the General Assembly are due, and are

hereby tendered, to the directors of the Pennsylvania [42] Central, Northern
Central, and Hanover Branch and Gettysburgh Railroads, through the influ-

ence of Samuel T. Bodine, Esq., one of the directors of the Pennsylvania

Central Railroad, and a member of this body, for their signal generosity in

placing at our disposal, without charge, their lines of railway, for the excur-

sion to Gettysburgh battle-ground.

2. That we hereby express our thankful acknowledgments to J. N. Du
Barry, Esq., superintendent of the Northern Central Railroad, for the

accommodations of travel, by means of which our comfort and safety were

secured.

3. That we beg to assure the good citizens of Gettysburgh that we shall

ever gratefully remember their bountiful entertainment, and the genei'ous

hospitality of those who provided it.

4. That we hereby express to His Excellency, John W. Geary, Governor

of Pennsylvania, our grateful appreciation of his kindness in accompanying
us, and the pleasure we had in hearing his graphic narrative of the conflict

in which he bore a part, so eminent and honorable.

5. That we hereby record on the Minutes of the Assembly our gratitude
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to our Heavenly Father, that his care of us during tlje journey was such,

that not one event occurred to mar the pleasure afforded by the excursion.

6. That, in view of all which, yesterday, we saw and heard, it is both our
duty and privilege ever to render devout thanksgiving to Almighty God,
who inspired our soldiers with valor so devoted, imbued their leaders with
wisdom so discerning, and crowned their arms with such signal triumph in

that crisis of the war, when the life of the Government seemed dependent
on the result of the battle of Gettysburgh.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with pi-ayer.

Friday, May 29th, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and united with a large congregation of Christian

believers in the celebration of the Lord's Supper.
After a brief recess, the Assembly resumed its business.

The Mileage Committee presented their report, which was adopted, and is

as follows

:

The Committee on Mileage respectfully report

:

That they have received for the Commissioners' Fund $8255.57
" " " "

;' Contingent Fund 502.09

$8757.66

[43]
Brought forward $8757.66
The bills for the necessary traveling expenses of

Commissioners amount to $7256.00
Contingent expenses 1500.00

$8756.00

Balance $1.66
Ninety-three Presbyteries have paid their assessment in full.

Fourteen Presbyteries have paid but a part of their assessment, namely,
Champlain, Troy, Onondaga, Cortland, Tioga, Ithaca. Rockaway, Monroe,
Washtenaw, Trumbull, Franklin, St. Joseph, Schuyler, and Chicago.

Four Presbyteries have paid nothing, namely, Oswego, Chenango, Cincin-

nati, and Washoe.
The amount received by your Committee is sufficient to pay the necessary

traveling expenses of the Commissioners, and they recommend that such as

are entitled thereto be paid in full. They also recommend that the assess-

ment for the next year be eight cents per member.
The unusually large attendance in the present Assembly, the Committee

apprehend, is largely due to the operation of the plan adopted to seciire the

prompt payment of the amounts assessed upon the various Presbyteries
;

and they heartily commend the continuance of the plan adopted by the

Assembly.
The Stated Clerk of each Presbytery should consider it his duty to' give

this subject such attention as to insure its complete success.

The Standing Committee on Church Erection presented their report, which
was accepted and placed on the docket.

The 3Iinutes of the last session were read and approved.
Adjourned until to-morrow at 8'i o'clock A. M.

, Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, May 30^/i, 8? o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional exer-

cises.

33
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The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

An invitation was received from the ''Grand Army of the Republic" to

participate to-day in the decoration of the graves of deceased soldiers and
sailors. The following response was adopted :

—

The General Assembly, now in session at Harrisburgh. acknowledge the

invitation extended to them to participate in the honors this day paid to our

brave defenders, who periled and lost [44] their lives in " the high places of

the field." They heartily concur in the remembrance, and in the sentiments

so beautifully expressed in the symbolical ibrms to be this day observed.

The great pressure of business upon us, we regret to say, must excuse us

from participating in the observance proposed.

We will, however, in our way cherish forever, and in our deepest hearts

commend, the stricken survivors' widows and orphans, and bereaved parents,

to the blessing of Him in whom dwells so much fulness, that he can repair

the losses apparently irreparable. And that a committee of three be ap-

pointed to represent us on that occasion.

The Kev. Samuel W. Fisher, D. D., LL.D., the Rev. Joseph T. Duryea,

D. D., and the Rev. William A. McCorkle were appointed the Committee, to

whom the Hon. William E. Dodge was added.

The Rev. Henry A. Nelson, D. D., the Rev. J. Glentworth Butler, D. D.,

and the Hon. William E. Dodge were appointed a Cotnmiffee to nnmiuate the

Committee of five referred to on page 14: of the report of the Joint Com-
mittee on Reunion.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported a request in behalf of

Lyons Female College. Iowa, held in trust for the Synod of Iowa. They
recommend that the General Assembly commend the Lyons Female College

to the aid and support of the friends of education and religion. The report

was adopted.

The same Committee reported, on a memorial from the Presbytery of Union
in reference to Maryville College, Tenn., as follows :

The Synod of Tennessee has been tried and found faithful in the midst

of the divisions and calamities of the past years of conflict. This has been

owing in a great degree to the influence of Maryville College, established

more than fifty years since, and which has sent forth over one hundred and
twenty ministers. The destitution of the region, devastated by the late war,

is very great. Many feeble churches are without pastors. These cannot be
supplied from our Northern institutions ; they must be the sons of the soil,

trained there for its needs. Already the college has sixty-two students,

eager to learn, and two hard-working professors. It urgently needs sym-
pathy and aid from without ; for that Synod, though faithful and erect, is

struggling with narrow means. In the future it will he a most important

centre of influence fur the best interests of learning and religion. The last

Assembly recommended Maryville College to our churches. We are per-

suaded that it deserves a renewed and more earnest indorsement. Therefore,

Resolved, That this Assembly cordially commend Maryville College, in

East Tennessee, to the liberal aid of the friends and patrons of good learn-

ing, and of our Presbyterian faith and order.

The report was adopted. [45]
The Committee on the memorial to Congress, in reference to criminal laws

and agents of their enforcement in Indian territories, presented a paper, which
was adopted, and directed to be duly certified, and sent to the Senate and

House of Representatives of the United States.

The church of the Covenant in New York City was unanimously chosen

as the place for the meeting of the next General Assembly.
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A Committee of Arrangements was appointed, consisting of the Rev. George

L. Prentiss, D. D., the Rev. Thomas S. Hastings, D. D., Hon. William E.

Dodge, John P. Crosby, E,sq., Mr. D. Willis James, Mr. George W. Lane, and
Charles A. Davison, Esq.

The Rev. George F. Stelling, the Delegate of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in the United States, addressed the Assembly, and was responded to

by the Moderator.

The Standing Committee on Home Missions presented their report, which
was accepted. Pending its consideration,

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, May 30th, 3 ocloclc P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The consideration of the report of the Standing Committee on Home Mis-

sions was resumed. The report was adopted, and is as follows :

—

The Committee having carefully examined the seventh annual report of the

Permanent Committee, and having consulted personally with several brethren

able to give valuable information, respectfully report :

—

The experience of the past year furnishes ample occasion for fervent

thanksgiving to God for his favoring providence in respect to the extension

of our Home Missionary work, and for his manifest blessing upon the work
so far as it is extended ; and at the same time for deep sorrow that the Com-
mittee have not been able to secure, by any means, a sufficient number of

men or a sufficient amount of funds adequately to occupy the fields, full of

promise, that are so rapidly opening.

Surely the first duty of this Assembly and of all its consecrated con-

stituency is, to " pray the Lord of the harvest that he will send forth laborers

into his harvest." If he shall graciously incline large numbers of our young
men to devote themselves to [46] this work, making them feel that they
must preach the Gospel to their destitute countrymen, we have no fear that

he will not incline his stewards, or else send his ravens, to sustain them. Let
our young men rush " to the front," as they did in the war for the Union,

and the supplies, and the parental benedictions, and the sisterly care and the

divine blessing, will follow them as they did then.

The views and plans of the Permanent Committee, as set forth in their

report, seem to us well considered and wise. Particularly :

—

1. They call our attention to the Cherokees. They have caused that field

to be explored by a judicious mini.ster, whose report was published more than

a year ago. They agree with the last General Assembly in regarding that

field as one of peculiar interest and strong claims upon our Church ; but
they have thus far failed to find men to occupy it. God grant that this may
not continue to be true ! Surely we must not leave the churches established

among that people, when theirs was a foreign missionary field, to die, in con-

sequence of the poverty and disorganization brought vipon them by the war,

in which so large a part of them were true to the cause of our country, at

such fearful cost to themselves.

2. The work among our countrymen of German birth or descent is recog-

nized by the Committee as of peculiar and increasing interest and import-

ance. We think that they ai'e right in calling upon the Presbyteries to

engage earnestly in this work, and promising heartily to co-operate with

them in it.

3. We desire especially to engage the attention of the General Assembly
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upon that part of the report which refers to the freedmen. The Permanent
Committee have diligently investigated the difficult questions j)ertaining to

that work, and have come to the conclusion that " it is the true policy of the

Church to combine, as far as practicable, both parts of the work, evangelism

and education, and to carry them on under its own direction." In this view

we heartily concur ; and we, therefore, recommend that the Committee be

fully authorized and urgently desired to go forward in this work boldly and

swiftly ; remembering that the opportunity for it is precious and is fleeting

;

remembering, also, that no denomination of Christians has better opportunity

to engage in this work advantageously ; and that thus far we have only

co-operated with agencies established by others, instead of taking our proper

place by the side of others, with an appropriate agency of our own, for which

we would be duly responsible.

There is no clearer reason why our people should be left in this position in

this work than in any other work of evangelization. On the other hand, it

is clearly ascertained that, entering the field as a Church, with our actual

theology, polity, and history, we should have peculiar advantages for doing

the work of evangelization eifectively.

We recommend that the Committee enter vigorously upon the [47] work
of sending ordained missionaries, and with them Christian teachers, especially

women, who are ready to devote themselves in the true missionary spirit, to

the work of instructing and evangelizing the emancipated people, and, at the

same time, as they may find opportunity, the perhaps equally needy white

population.

It seems to us probable that the vigorous prosecution of this department

of our work may require the services of an Assistant Secretary ; and we
recommend that the Committee be authorized to employ one ; and that they

be requested to consider whether a layman may not be found fully competent

to this work.

We believe also that special collections for this department of the work
may be successfully obtained, in addition to the ordinary Home Missionary

collections, and without diminishing them. We recommend that arrange-

ments for this be made, and the accounts of the Treasurer be kept ac-

cordingly.

4. The employment of licentiates and candidates during the vacations of

theological seminaries is an interesting new feature in the Home Missionary
policy. We recommend the continuance of this as a valuable method of

supplementary education for candidates for the ministry, and at the same
time of directly contributing to the edification of churches and the evangeliza-

tion of destitute neighborhoods. Gri-eat care should be taken, however, to

prevent this from entangling the young men in engagements for the supply
of pulpits, which will seriously interfere with their studies and exercises in

the seminaries. We recommend that this part of the Committee's work be
managed in careful conformity with the arrangements made by the instructors

in the theological seminaries, and that the engagements of students for Home
Missionary service be strictly limited to the vacations.

The honored and beloved General Secretary of the Permanent Committee,
Eev. Henry Kendall, D. D., after nearly seven years of con.stant and intense

application to this arduous work, being found in a state of health which im-

peratively demanded a temporary respite from labor, has been advised and
induced by the Committee to absent himself for a season from the country,

for who.se evangelization, throughout its whole vast extent, he has planned

so wisely, toiled so patiently, and watched so vigilantly. The duties of the

General Secretary during Dr. Kendall's absence are assumed (at the request of
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the Committee) by their Chairman, the Eev. Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D., whose
official relations to the Committee and to the Church have made him familiar

with the principles and details of this work, and whose eminent qualifications

for such work are w^ell known to the Assembly.
We recommend that the General Assembly express and record their hearty

approbation of this action of the Permanent Committee ; that they offer de-

vout thanksgiving to God for the blessing which has attended our Secretary's

important labors during the last seven j'ears ; and the fervent prayer that

God will be with him and keep him in all places whither he goes, and
will [48] bring him again into this land, and will here add many useful

years to his life.

The term of service of Rev. George L. Prentiss, D. D., Rev. Thomas S.

Hastings, D. J)., Rev. T. Ralston Smith, D. D., Mr. George W. Lane, and
Mr. William Aikhian, expires with this Assembly. We recommend their

re-election for the next term of service. The places of Rev. Howard Crosby,

D. D., and Rev. Charles S. Robinson, D. D., having become vacant by resig-

nation, we recommend that Rev. Edward W. French and Rev. John De Witt
be appointed to fill these vacancies in the class .whose term of service will

expire with the General Assembly of 1869.

The report of the Standing Committee on Church Erection was taken up,

adopted, and is as follows :

—

The Committee appointed to consider the report of the Trustees of the

Church Erection Fund have attended to the business assigned them, and
respectfully beg leave to report as follows :

—

• The facts and suggestions of the Trustees' report invest the Church
Erection cause with new interest, and demand the serious attention of all

who love the kingdom of our Lord, and, in particular, of those who are loyal

to the honored Church whose name we bear.

There has never been a time in the history of our Church, or in the his-

tory of our country, when the demand of our feebler churches for suitable

houses of worship was so urgent as it is to-day. The Board of Trustees

have shown with great clearness that the church building is scai'cely less

important to the interests of a congregation, in the new times on which we
have fallen, than a minister of the Word; and it is justly urged, that the

Assembly go forward, boldly and confidently, in the work of supply which
has been begun only too late, and, with the encouragement of two years'

experience, aim to place the great cause at once in the attitude before the

people, which its magnitude demands, and into such efiiciency as the multi-

plied calls of the field require.

Your Committee, therefore, suggest:

1. That the Plan for assisting feeble churches in erecting houses of wor-

ship, which was inaugurated in 1866, be carried out faithfully in all its

material particulars ; that the success which has already attended the opera-

tion of this new Plan, for the two years just expired, be considered a suf-

ficient warrant for adopting this Plan as the settled policy of the Assembly,

and for prosecuting it with tenfold energy. In the operation of this Plan

some churches may receive less aid than they would otherwise receive, and

in other particulars the Plan may have its offsets or inconveniences ; but

your Committee are persuaded that on no other plan yet proposed can we so

readily and effectively bring the strength of the Church to bear in cultivat-

ing and widening the portion of the vineyard committed to us. [^9]
2. Your Committee further suggest, that the efficiency of the Plan and

the need of the churches make it desirable to exalt the Church Erection

cause to a place second to none of the causes in which we are engaged ; that,
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instead of appointing a day or a month in which the collection shall be

taken, as though it were outside and special, as relating to the ordinary

work of the Church, the Assembly make a place for this cause in the regu-

lar schedule of benevolent causes, set apart a column for it in the Minutes

of the Assembly, and in all respects indorse and acknowledge it in the same
way it indorses and acknowledges any and all of the co-ordinate enterprises

of the Church ; and that the churches be urged to increase largely their con-

tributions for the year that is now opening upon us.

3. It is also suggested, that the Assembly approve and urge attention to

the following matters in detail, regard to which will greatly subserve the

efficiency of the Plan by which the Assembly is endeavoi'ing to do the work
providentially assigned to us :

Firat. That pastors and elders, and all who have occasion to speak for the

Church Erection cause, should call attention to the new form of bequest,

which is framed to suit the new Plan of operation, in order that property

bequeathed and devised may be immediately applied to the cause to which

it is devoted, instead of being locked up to bear interest for time to come.

Second. As it is not the desire of the Assembly to check, but, on the

other hand, to encourage private assistance and special donations to churches

that are erecting houses of worship, and as, at the same time, the cause is

safer and more efficiently prosecuted when the whole strength of the Church
is combined and, in some way, put forth through the common channel, it is

advised that these special donations, so far as the circumstances will allow,

be made through the Assembly's Board.

Third. It is suggested that each congregation, able to raise S500 or more,'

be encouraged to donate their contribution to some particular church within

or brought to their knowledge, that to the general motive there may be the

additional incentive of a definite and local interest. Many, it is believed,

will contribute freely to a church by name, and of whose affairs they have

some knowledge, who would contribute meagrely to a fund expended they

know not where.

Fourth. It is suggested that churches erecting houses of worship need

to be on their guard against extravagance in their plans of building.

The tendency of the times is somewhat reckless, to say the least, and many
churches are brought into serious embarrassment by not sitting down first

and carefully counting the cost. (And it may be hinted perhaps, paren-

thetically, that congregations that are able to build a sufficiently neat and
commodious edifice, and who apply to the Chitrch Erection Fund for means
to adorn and beautify still further the house of God, are hardly within the

range of the charities of the Assembly.) And it is suggested, that Presby-

teries, district secretaries of Home [50] Missions, and pastors interest them-
selves to insure a judicious and economical expenditure of the funds of the

Committee.

As suppleraentary to the foregoing suggestions, it is further proposed

that the Trustees be empowered by the Assembly to enlarge the present

plan of changing $200 of loan from the old Fund into a donation, so far as

to allow S300 for $200, on condition that the remainder shall be paid.

In conclusion, your Committee commend this great cause, so vital to the

growth of our Church in the newer portions of the cotintry, to the hearty

and earnest regards of the Assembly and of the Church, and urge that the

people be trained, as speedily as possible, tp look upon it as one of the mighty
engines for the extension of the Church and the glory of God ; that at least

once during the year a sermon be preached by every pastor, in which the

claims of the needy, and the feasibility of the Plan adopted by the Assem-
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bly, shall be faithfully set forth. We must be up and doing if we would
have our share in the great work of subduing this broad land to the domin-

ion of our blessed Lord and Master. And without a Church Erection enter-

prise in lively and efficient operation, we can only stagger when we ought to

run ; we can only glean when we ought to reap a full harvest.

Fifth. It is also recommended that the Plan of administering this Fund
be so far modified that, in place of the Synodical Committee, a Committee be

appointed in each Presbytery to supervise this work, and indorse the applica-

tion to the Board.

The following persons are recommended to the Assembly to fill the vacan-

cies reported by the Board : Rev. Joseph T. Duryea, D. D., Rev. Arthur
Mitchell, and Mr. Albert N. Brown, for the full term of three years ; and
the Hon. William E. Dodge in the place of Mr. William A. Booth, resigned.

The Judicial Committee presented a report, which was adopted, and is as

follows

:

The Judicial Committee report, that papers have come into their hands
purporting to be an appeal from the Synod of Iowa. The papers are not,

however, properly an appeal ; they bear no date, and contain an acknowl-

edgment that the notice of an appeal was not given within the prescribed

time. The documents necessary to a review of the case are wanting. The
Committee, therefore, report that there is no ground for action by the pres-

ent Assembly, and recommend that the papers be returned to the appellant.

The Judicial Committee were discharged.

Resolved, That this General Assembly cordially reaffirm the following pre-

amble and resolution, adopted by the General Assembly which met at Brook-

lyn, New York, in 3Iay, 1865 :

Whereas, Through the wise and timely agency of the Society for the Pro-

motion of Collegiate and Theological Education at the [51] West, which had
its origin in the darkest portion of our educational history in the new States,

so many of our institutions of learning have been aided in their infincy, and

not a few saved from absolute ruin, or raised from a state of feebleness or

peril to one of strength and of readiness for efficient action in the crisis

now opening upon the nation ; therefore.

Resolved, That the great services, which this Society has thus been enabled

to render to the cause of Christian learning at the West, deserve a grateful

recognition by this Assembly.

The report of the Standing Committee on Education was taken up, adopted,

and is as follows :—
The Committee to whom the annual report of the Permanent Committee

on Education has been referred, respectfully report

:

That, at the very commencement of the year from the last General As-
sembly, our beloved General Secretary of the Permanent Committee, the

Rev. Thornton A. Mills, D. D., on the 19th of June, suddenly departed this

life. On the 20th of February, the Rev. John G. Atterbury, D. D., having

been previously elected to the vacant office, entered upon its duties. The
interruption of official executive agency, together with other diverting influ-

ences, has occasioned a diminution of receipts for this year from the churches,

while favoi'ing providences and the spirit of God have considerably increased

the number of beneficiaries. The amount of contributions received has been

S17,5U7.59 ; which is a diminution of S3263 from the amount of the previous

yeai'S collections, while the decrease in the number of churches has been 90.

On the other hand, the number of candidates for aid has been 205 ; which is

an increase of 60 to the number for the last year.

Had it not providentially occurred, that assistance could be found ia
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availing ourselves of a surplus accruing in previous years, when the

country had called off the young men to her service, together with some
legacies just then made available, the cause must have been most seriously

embarrassed. But as it has been graciously ordered, the Committee have
been able to aid every acceptable applicant, and a small balance of $1-13.39

remains in the treasury.

The past depression is not an occasion for future discouragement. Noth-
ing will hinder the highest success, if the churches will wake to the Master's

call, and appropriate to themselves his assured promises. The facilities for

training a rising ministry were never greater. The academical and collegiate

institutions of the country are elevating their standard of education, and
augmenting their apparatus for instruction, and our Theological Seminaries

have a growing capacity to receive, and an increased facility and eflSciency

to discipline, the young men whom the Church needs and should sustain.

At great expense of time, study, and toil, our lamented brother jMills

worked out, in connection with others, a general arrangement for looking

up and inducing pious [52] young men to devote themselves to the Gospel

ministry, and secure their needed support in their course of training by the

direct agency of the Presbyteries ; and, with this matured arrangement, the

way is fairly open to prompt action and the persistent use of all the means
provided. The call for laborers was never more urgent, and the prayers and
the alms of Christian benevolence never came up as a more acceptable memo-
rial before God, than in our day, and at this very time.

The Committee recommend the adoption of the following resolutions

:

1. The destitutions in the churches, and the wants of Home and Foreign

Missions, make the Education cause an essential requisite to the progress of

Christianity.

2. The Presbyteries are responsible if they allow the work to fail or linger,

and they, too, may reap the rich reward if they are faithful to the work
assigned them.

3. This General Assembly would enjoin upon the Presbyteries the full

consideration of these solemn responsibilities and these inspiring encourage-

ments.

The Committee recommend the re-appointment of the following persons to

fill the vacancies, occurring on the expiration of their terms of office with

this General Assembly, namely: Rev. George L. Prentiss, D. D., Rev. Theo-

dore L. Cuyler, D. D., Mr. James W. Dunning, Mr. Ezra M. Kingsley, and
Charles A. Davison, Esq.

Adjourned until Monday at 8j o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, June Is/, 82 o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional exer-

cises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported a communication from the

Reformed Presbyterian Church, requesting this Assembly to co-operate in

a movement for procuring an alteration in the Constitution of the United

States, so as to give to it a distinctively Christian character, recommending
that it be

Resolved. That it is inexpedient for this Assembly at the present time to

make any declaration upon this subject.

• The report was adopted.

The same Committee presented a further report, which was adopted, and

is as follows :
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Certain papers submitted to this Committee show, that, out of 36 chaphiins.

in the army of the United States, 21 are Episcopa[5o]lians ; that, in our
navy, 16 chaplains of the 27 are also Episcopalians ; that the chaplain at

West Point has always been Episcopal, with for a few years a single excep-

tion ; that the chaplaincy of the Naval Academy has also been filled by
Episcopalians for 17 out of the 22 years of its existence ; while at the same
time the Episcopal Church does not, probably, minister to the fiftieth part of

the population of the country, nor is the pi'oportion of its adherents much,
if at all, greater in our army and navy, or among the students at our mili-

tary and naval academies.

Such favor to a single denomination is at war with the impartiality which

our general Government, including the Department of War and the Navy,
are bound to show in whatever pertains to religion.

Therefore,

Resolved, 1. That the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in

the United States of America protest against such manifest and unjustifiable

favoritism in the appointment of the army and navy chaplains.

2. That a Committee of five be appointed to prepare and send a memorial

to Congress, asking for a redress of this irregularity, and that the same memo-
rial be also sent to the Secretaries of the Army and of the Navy.

3. That this Committee report to our next Assembly upon this subject.

The Committee were appointed as follows : Rev. Albert Barnes, Samuel
W. Fisher, D. D., LL.D., Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D., Hon. William E. Dodge,
and Mr. Edward Miller.

The same Committee reported a communication from the Free Church of

Scotland, asking this Assembly to unite in a plan for supplying Presbyterian

worship in the chief cities of Europe for the convenience of English and
American travelers. The Committee recommended.

That this Assembly declare its cordial sympathy with the proposed object,

and its sense of the value and need of such services. That the Moderator,

with the Stated and Permanent Clerks, be appointed to answer the above

letter, to make further inquiries upon the subject, and to report to the next

Assembly ; and
That this Committee be instructed to ascertain whether any arrangement

to secure the proposed object can be made through the American and Foreign

Christian Union.

The report was adopted.

The same Committee reported the following resolutions, which were
adopted :

Resolved, That the Stated Clerks of our several Presbyteries be instructed

to call the attention of their respective Presbyteries to the Assembly's Over-

ture on Reunion, and to report the result of their action, in due season, to

the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly. [54]
Resolved, That the report of the Joint Committee on Reunion, and the

report thereupon of the Special Committee of this Assembly, and any other

action of this Assembly pertaining thereto, be printed, and sent to all our

Presbyteries, under direction of the Stated Clerk.

The Standing Committee on Publication presented their report, which was
adopted, and is as follows

:

The Standing Committee on Publication, to whom were referred the report

of the Permanent Committee on Publication, and the report of the Trustees

of the Presbyterian House, report as follows

:

It cannot be necessary, that we should attempt to impress upon the minds
of the members of this Assembly the importance of the Publication cause.
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• The report of the Permanent Committee presents the general views of the

subject in a forcible and convincing manner. It sets forth, also, with clear-

ness and distinctness, the progress of this work, as it has been prosecuted

during the past year.

We feel it our duty to call attention renewedly to the great necessity of

the active and earnest co-operation of pastors, church sessions, and churches,

in order to the increased efficiency and success of this enterprise. It is

obvious that compai'atively little can be accomplished without this co-opera-

tion. The Committee has not as yet employed agencies, to any considerable

extent, to promote the distribution of its publications ; and it is plain that

no recommendations from the General Assembly, or from our Synods or

Presbyteries, will accomplish any great amount of good, unless pastors,

elders, and people in our particular congregations take hold of the work and
carry it forwai'd by resolute and persevei'ing endeavors. Let this be ener-

getically done, and the usefulness of the Publication effort in our Church
will be at once quadrupled.

In view of the increasing demand for donations to our Home Missionaries

and our needy and multiplying Sabbath-schools, we would earnestly exhort

our churches to the utmost fidelity and liberality in their annual collections

for this cause. From a large proportion of the churches little or nothing is

received for this object; and is there not room for a great advance upon the

contributions that are now made to the treasury of the Committee—even
from those churches that give the most freely for the furtherance of this

enterprise ? May it not be hoped that every church in our connection will

enlist in this work and help it forward with a generous spirit ? The publica-

tions of the Committee ought to be speedily placed in every family of our
denomination, and in all our Sabbath-schools throughout the length and
breadth of our land. Let all our ministers and churches do their full share

for the accomplishment of this great result, and blessings untold will be con-

veyed to a multitude of hearts and homes.
We desire, also, to invite special attention to that portion of [55] the re-

port which relates to the Frenhijtcrian Monilthj. All denominations of Chris-

tians, that are efficient in the work of benevolence, have their monthly publi-

cations devoted to the important object of keeping the several benevolent
enterprises of the Church before the minds of the people. But of. what
avail is it to publish a monthly for such a purpose, if it be not circulated and
read ? The circulation of our Monthly ought to be greatly extended, and this

immediately. Let every pastor and elder take hold of this matter ; and by a

comparatively slight effort the Presbyterian Monthly will find its way into

thousands of our families where its very existence is now unknown.
It is a question worthy of serious consideration, whether a system of

colportage might not be advantageously inaugurated by the Publication
Committee, especially with a view to the distribution of our publications in

the congregations of our own Church, and in new communities where there
are Presbyterian families that have no churches of our order within their

reach. Whatever depots may be provided in diff'erent sections of the country
for the publications of the Committee, they will not be generally sought after

and sent for, through mere notices of the places where they may be found.
In these days, when all kinds of literature are carried to the doors of the
people, our publications must be actually offered to the churches and indi-

viduals for whose benefit they are designed, if they are to be very widely
distributed ; and especially will this be found true in our newer States and
Territories. We are aware that any system of colportage would involve ex-

pense, and would encounter the difficulty of finding suitable men to carry it
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forward. But would not the returns from the practical influence of such a
system, in the form of increased contributions from the churches to be sup-
plied with the publications, very soon compensate for all the expense of this

branch of the work ? And could not efficient laymen be found to engage in

this eflfort, who would give to it their time and energies on very moderate
salaries? Confiding in the practical wisdom of the Permanent Committee,
we venture to recommend, that they be instructed to institute a system of
colportage, with especial reference to the distribution of the publications of
the Committee, throughout all the congregations in our connection, as far as
may, in their judgment, be found practicable and expedient.

Your Committee recommend the election of the following persons to fill

the places of members of the Permanent Committee whose term of office has
expired

:

Rev. William E. Moore, Rev. Thomas J. Shepherd, D. D., Mr. William E.
Tenbrook, Rev. Zephaniah M. Humphrey, D. J)., and Rev. Herrick John-
son, D. D.

We find from the report of the Trustees of the Presbyterian House that
the interests intrusted to their care are in a satisfactory condition.

We call the attention of the Assembly to the request of the [56] Trustees,
that they may be authoi-ized to " retain five per centum of all moneys
received and disbursed by them, until the sum retained shall amount to one
thousand dollars, and after that to retain, at their discretion, a rate not ex-
ceeding three per centum," for the purpose of enabling them to meet con-
tingencies, involving expense, that are liable to arise in the administration of
their trust. This request has been made by the Trustees in view of the fact

that they have been obliged to unite with other parties in instituting legal

proceedings for the protection, if possible, of the Douglas Trust, for the ex-
penses of which they had no adequate provision, and have therefore " been
compelled to ask from the Societies which have received income from tJie

Douglas Trust the return of such ratable proportions as may be needed."
Other similar necessities are liable to occur; and therefore we recommend
that the request of the Trustees be granted.

We recommend the re-election of the following Trustees whose term of
office has expired: Samuel H. Perkins, Esq., Mr. Alexander Whilldin, Rev.
Albert Barnes, and Rev. Ezra E. Adams, D. D. We exceedingly regret to

learn that Mr. John A. Brown is constrained, by the state of his health, to

decline a re-election, and would nominate Mr. William E. Tenbrook to take
his place.

The complaint of the Rev. Levi P. Crawford against the Synod of Peoria

was taken up, and the announcement, recjuired by the 39th General Rule for

Judicatories, made by the Moderator. The Records of the Synod, so far as

bearing on the case, and the complaint of Mr. Crawford, were read. An
agreement between complainant and the Rev. Glen Wood, counsel for the

Synod, concerning the basis of the Assembly's decision, was read.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Mondai/, June 1st, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The trial of the complaint of Rev. Levi P. Crawford against the Synod
of Peoria was resumed. The Rev. Levi P. Crawford addressed the Assem-
bly in support of his complaint, and the Rev. Glen Wood presented the case

in behalf of the Synod. After which the further hearing was suspended to
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receive a special delegation from the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church in session at Albany, N. Y.

The Rev. Charles C. Beatty, D. D., LL.D., the Rev. Villeroy D. Reed,

D. D., and Elders Robert Carter and Henry Day then ad[57]dressed the As-

sembly, presenting, in behalf of their Assembly, a proposition to modify the

approved Basis of Reunion, as follows:

—

The following paper was adopted by the General Assembly of the Presby-

terian Church, now in session in Albany, N. Y., on this 3Uth day of May,
A. D. 1868:

While the Assembly has approved of the report of the Joint Committee

on Reunion, it expresses its preference for a change in the first item in the

Basis, leaving out the following words, namely :
" It being understood that

the Confession is received in its historical—that is, the Calvinistic or Re-

formed—sense. It is also understood that various methods of viewing, stat-

ing, explaining, and illustrating the doctrines of the Confession, which do

not impair the integrity of the Reformed or Calvinistic system, are to be

freely allowed in the United Church, as they have hitherto been allowed in

the separate Churches," The Assembly believes, that by omitting these

clauses the Basis will be more simple and more expressive of mutual con-

fidence ; and the Permanent Clerk is directed to telegraph this proposed

amendment to the Assembly at Harrisburgh, and, if that Assembly shall

concur in the amendment, it shall become of effect, as the action of this

Assembly also.

The Assembly also appoints the Rev. C. C. Beatty, D. D., the Rev. Vil-

leroy D. Reed, D. D., and Ruling Elders Robert Carter and Henry Day a

Committee to proceed to Harrisburgh, and personally to lay this action before

the other Assembly.
(A true copy.) W. E. Schenck,

' Permanent Clerh.

The Rev. Henry B. Smith, D. D., LL.D., the Rev. Robert W. Patterson,

D. D., and the Rev. Samuel W. Fisher, D. D., LL.D., with the Elders, Hon.
William E. Dodge and Mr. Edward Miller, were appointed to confer with the

delegation from the other General Assembly, and to recommend to this As-

sembly such action as they deem suitable in the case.

Adjourned iintil 8 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, June Isf, 8 o clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Rev. Samuel W. Fisher, D. D., LL.D., the Rev. Robert W. Patterson,

D. D., the Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D., the Rev. Jo[58]seph F. Tuttle,

D. D., and the Rev. J. Glentworth Butler, D. D.,were appointed the Commit-

tee of Five referred to on page 14 of the report of the Joint Committee on

Reunion.

The Standing Committee on Sabbath-schools presented their report, which

was accepted and placed on the docket.

Resolved, That the thanks of the General Assembly are due and are here-

by tendered to the Joint Committee on Reunion, for the eminent zeal, fidel-

ity, patience, and Christian wisdom with which they have performed the

important work intrusted to them.

The Committee on Church Polity reported two questions with the recom-

mendation that they be answered in the negative :
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1st. Is an elder elect a member of the session, and competent to sit in a

judicial case before he has been ordained according to the Form of Govern-
ment ?

2d. Would a decision in a case of discipline, made by a session whose
members have never been ordained according to the Form of Government,
Chap. XIII., be a valid and lawful decision, and binding upon the accused ?

The report was adopted.

The same Committee reported the following case and question

:

Mr. C, an acting-elder of the church of C, having taken a certificate of

dismission, and having retained it about three years, returned it to the ses-

sion of the church of C, giving satisfactory reasons for not using it, and
was restored to the membership of the church. Does the receiving again

by the session reinstate Mr. C. as an acting-elder of the church of C. ?

The Committee recommended that the answer be in the affirmative.

The report was adopted.

The same Committee reported an Overture, asking if it be in accordance

with ecclesiastical law, and order in the Church, to receive members of an-

other church who have not been regularly dismissed, with a view to such
change of relation.

The Committee recommended that, so far as churches in our own connec-

tion are concerned, the question be answered in the negative, and refer to

the Book of Discipline, Chap. XI., sec. 1.

The report was adopted.

The complaint of Eev. Mr. Crawford was taken up. The Roll was called,

and every member had the opportunity to express his opinion on the case.

Thereupon it was
Resolved, That on the ground of admitted irregularities, as seen in the

Minutes of the Synod, pp. 226-7, the complaint be sustained, and the decis-

ion of the lower judicatories be reversed.

The Committee to confer with the Delegates of the other [59] General

Assembly recommended the following minute, which was adopted

:

This Assembly has heard with profound satisfaction, and reciprocates with

cordial fellowship, the statement of the delegation from the General Assem-
bly at Albany about the plan of Reunion.

In respect, however, to the proposition for a change in Article 1st, as

our Assembly is on the eve of an adjournment and greatly reduced in num-
bers :

—

Resolved, That we regret that no action can now be had upon this subject,

as it cannot, according to our rules, be reconsidered and amended at the pres-

ent sessions of the Assembly
;
nor can the proposed amendment be now sent

down to our Presbyteries in such a form as that its adoption would be of any
legal effect.

Resolved, That the Committee of Fifteen on Reunion be continued, and
that the other Assembly be requested to appoint a similar Committee, to

co-operate with this, in furnishing such information as they may deem best

to the churches, in order to secure intelligent action on the subject of Re-
union.

The Rev. Samuel W. Fisher, D. D., LL.D., the Rev. Zephaniah M. Hum-
phrey, D. D., the Rev. J. Few Smith, D. D., and Elders, Henry AV. Wil-

liams, and Truman P. Handy, were appointed a Committee of Conference

on the part of the Assembly, in response to the request of the National

Presbyterian Convention held at Philadelphia, in November, 1867.

The Special Committee on Clauses and Ministers' Libraries presented as

their report the following resolutions, which were adopted

:
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Resolved, 1. That this General Assembly direct its Presbyteries to send to

the churches under their care a pastoral letter of inquiry and suggestion, with
reference to the provision of a manse and a library for the use of the minis-

ter in charge of each congregation.

Resolved, 2. That the Stated Clerk of each Presbytery is instructed to

bring the foregoing resolution to the notice of the Presbytery, arid to for-

ward to the next Greneral Assembly any information that may be obtained in

the answers to the proposed inquiry.

The resolutions were adopted, and the Committee continued.

The Standing Committee on Nominations recommended the following as

Delegates to Corresponding Bodies :

—

1. General Assemblij of the oilier Branch—Rev. William Adams, P. D.,

and Hon. William E. Dodge, of the P'ourth Presbytery of New York, princi-

pals ; and Rev. Jonathan F. Stearns, D. D., of the Presbytery of Newark, and
Hon. Edward A. Lambert, of the Presbytery of Brooklyn, alternates. [GO]

2. General Assemblij of the Giimherhmd Fresbi/terian Ghiirch—Rev. Joseph
F. Tuttle, D. D., of the Presbytery of Crawfordsville, principal ; and Rev.
Horace C. Hovey, of the Presbytery of Salem, alternate.

3. General Assemlih/ of the United Presbijterian Church of North America—
Rev. Thomas H. Robinson, of the Presbytery of Harrisburgh, principal ; and
Rev. Frederick A. Noble, of the Presbytery of Pittsburgh, alternate.

4. General Synod of the Reformed Church in America—Rev. Francis B.

Wheeler, of the Presbytery of North River, principal ; and Rev. V. Leroy
Lockwood, of the Presbytery of Catskill, alternate.

5. General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Churchin North Atnerica—
Rev. George N. Boardman, D. D., of the Presbytery of Tioga, principal ; and
Rev. Charles Dunning, of the Presbytery of Montrose, alternate.

6. General Synod of the Gernuin Reformed Church in the United States—
Rev. Zephaniah M. Humphrey, D. D., of the Presbytery of Philadeluhia,

Third, principal ; and Rev. Herrick Johnson, D. D., of the Presbytery of
Philadelphia, Fourth, alternate.

7. General Synod ofthe Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United States—
Rev. Rollin A. Sawyer, of the Pre.sbytery of Dayton, principal ; and Rev.
Luman A. Aldrich, of the Presbytery of Cincinnati, alternate.

8. General Confer-ence of the Congregational Churches of Maine—Rev. A.
Boardman Lambert, D. D., of the Presbytery of Troy, principal ; and Rev.
Selah B. Treat, of the Presbytery of Newark, alternate.

9. General Association of New Hamjishire—Rev. Joseph T. Duryea, D. D.,

of the Presbytery of Brooklyn, principal ; and Rev. George W. Wood, D. D.,

of the Presbytery of New York, Fourth, alternate.

10. General Convention of Vermont—Rev. Laurens P. Hickok, D. D., LL.D.,
of the Presbytery of Troy, principal ; and Rev. John R. Young, of the Pres-

bytery of Albany, alternate.

11. General Association of the Congregational Churches of Massachusetts—
Rev. Samuel W. Fisher,. D. D., LL.D., of the Presbytery of Utica, principal

;

and Rev. Edwin A. Bulkley, of the Presbytery of Champlain, alternate.

12. General Association of Comiecticut—Rev. Daniel W. Lathrop, of the
Presbytery of New York, Third, principal ; and Rev. Arthur Mitchell, of the

Presbytery of Newark, alternate.

13. Presbyterian, and. Congregational Convention of Wisconsin—Rev. Arthur
Swazey, of the Presbytery of Chicago, principal ; and Rev. Hiram Eddy, of
the Presbytery of Milwaukee, alternate.

The Committee have appointed the Rev. Philemon H. Fowler, D. D., of

the Presbytery of Utica, and the Rev. Henry Kendall, D. D., of the Presby-
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tery of Pittsburgh, as Delegates to tlie General [Gl] Assembly of the Free
Cliurch of Scotland, and to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
in Ireland.

The report was adopted.

The report of the Standing Committee on Sabbath-schools was taken up,
amended, adopted, and is as follows :

—

The Standing Committee submits for the action of the Assembly the fol-

lowing resolutions :

—

RasohcJ, That each pastor be recommended to organize the officers, teachers,

and older pupils of the school or schools, connected with his church, into a

teachers training-class, to meet weekly, to be conducted by the pastor or

some one else whom he may approve, to study, not so much the lessons for

the ensuing Sabbath as the principles and art of teaching. Such a leader

should be qualified to give instruction in regard to the best manner of pre-

paring a Sabbath-school lesson, in the various methods of teaching, in the art

of questioning and of illusti'ation, in the use of the blackboard or slate, and
of objects or pictures ; also in the duties and privileges of the teacher, as well

in his relation to his class as to the school and to the church.

Remlved, That the Committee on Sabbath-schools, appointed by each Pres-

bytery, be recommended to make earnest efforts to secure the holding of at

least one Sabbath-school Institute each year, within the bounds of the Pres-

bytery, the Institute to be held two or more days in charge of some suitable

conductor for instruction in the best methods of Sabbath-school teaching.

Resolved^ That, while highly appreciating the importance of the Sabbath-
school, and the desirableness of its elevation and improvement as an agency
of the Church, it is not deemed expedient at this time to take action for the

fuller organization of the Assembly's Permanent Committee on Sabbath-
schools.

Resolved^ That Rev. James B. Shaw, D. D., Rev. Grosvenor W. Heacock,
D. D., Rev. Charles Hawley, D. D., and Mr. George W. Parsons, be re-elected

for the term of three years, and that Hon. Thomas T. Flagler be chosen in

place of Hon. Truman P. Handy, and Mr. Alexander H. Graves in place of

Mr. Andrew A. Smith.

The Committee on the Narrative presented their report, which was adopted,

and ordered to be printed in the Appendix to the Minutes.

The Stated Clerk was authoi'ized to print the reports of the Delegates to

Corresponding Bodies in the Appendix to the Minutes.

The Recoi'ds of the Synod of Iowa were approved as far as written. The
Records of the Synod of Peoria, with the exception of the matter of the com-
plaint of Rev. Levi P. Crawford, were approved as far as written.

The following preamble and resolutions were adopted:

Whereas, The effort to extend the knowledge of the pui'e Gos[62]pel in

Roman Catholic countries is justly to be regarded as a vitally important
branch of the cause of Foreign Missions, therefore,

Resolved, 1. That this Assembly earnestly commends to its Presb3'teries

the work of the American and Foreign Christian Union, and urges that

effort be made to secure for this agency its appropriate share in the contri-

butions of the churches.

Resolved, 2. That the collections for this object be included in the ses-

sional reports to Presbyteries in combination with the amount contributed to

the American Board of Foreign Missions.

The Rev. Joseph T. Duryea, D. D., Rev. Arthur Mitchell, and Messrs.

William E. Dodge, and Albert N. Brown, were duly elected, by ballot, Trus-

tees of the Church Erection Fund, to serve three years.
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The Rev. Albert Barnes, Rev. Ezra E. Adams, D. D., and Messrs. Samuel

H. Perkins, Alexander Whilldin, and ^yilliam E. Tenbrook, were duly elected,

by ballot, Trustees of the Presbyterian House, to serve three years.

Messrs. Joseph F. Joy, Joseph W. Lester, and Tredwell Ketcham, were

elected Auditors of the Church Erection Fund for the ensuing year.

Eesulved, That the General Assembly have heard with appi'oval of the

resolution and plan of the Presbytery of Newark to establish, in the city of

Newark, or its vicinity, a Mission House for Ministerial Education among
the Germans ; and would rejoice to hear of similar action in other Presby-

teries in the interest of the increasing number of Germans coming yearly to

our land.

Resolved, That this General Assembly express its deep conviction of the

importance of the work of the American Bible Society, especially the

re-supply of the whole country with the Word of God. now in course of

successful prosecution, and the preparation of the Arabic Scriptures, and

other foreign versions, which render the Sacred Oracles accessible to millions

of our fellow-beings in other lands.

With hearty coniidence in the Society, and a desire to see its labors yet

more efficiently and liberally supported, the Assembly earnestly commends
its claims to the consideration of our ministers and churches.

Resolved, That the American Seamen's Friend Society, organized to pro-

mote the social and moral improvement of seamen, proposes a work that, in

the judgment of the A.ssembly, is intimately connected with the promised

conversion of " the abundance of the sea," and the universal extension of

the Redeemer's kingdom.

Resolved, That we rejoice to learn that the work of the Society has been

attended by signal indications of the Divine favor, and that we commend it

to the sympathy and aid of our churches. [G3J

Resolved, That the General Assembly recommend to its churches the ob-

servance of the week, beginning with the first Sabbath of January next, as

a week of special prayer for the Conversion of the World.

Resolved, That the General Assembly recommend the observance of the

day of special prayer for Colleges and Seminaries of learning.

Resolved, That it is i^nexpedient. during the sessions of this Assembly, to

elect Trustees of the General Assembly, and Directors of the Theological

Seminaries.

Resolved, That the Minutes of the Assembly, with the usual Appendix,

and the reports of the Treasurers of the Permanent Committees, be printed

under the direction of the Stated Clerk.

The janitor's bill, the bill for stationery and printing, the traveling ex-

penses of the Delegates to Corresponding Bodies, and the salaries and traveling

expenses of the Stated and Permanent Clerks, were ordered to be paid.

By a unanimous and hearty vote, the Assembly adopted the following

resolution of thanks

:

Resolved, That the hearty thanks of this General Assembly are hereby

most gratefully tendered to the citizens of Harrisburgh, whose large-hearted

hospitality has been so fully developed, in providing for the entertainment

of the Commissioners and Delegates in attendance on the Assembly.

Also, to the Trustees of the First church for the use of their beautiful

and commodious house of worship ; to the well-trained and excellent choir,

for their valuable and agreeable services ; to the Committee of Arrangements,

and especially to their chairman, the beloved pastor of the church, for the

admirable manner in which they have provided every facility for the regular

and comfortable transaction of the business of the Assembly.
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Also, to the conductors of the daily press, and especially The State Guard,
for their extended reports of the Assembly's proceedings.

Also, to the directors of the several railroad companies, who have so

courteously and kindly consented to a reduction of the usual fare on thdr
respective roads, for the accommodation of the Assembly.

The business of the Assembly having been completed, and the vote taken

for the dissolution of the Assembly, the Moderator, with prayer and the

apostolic benediction, declared the Assembly dissolved, and required another

Assembly, chosen in the same manner, to meet at the church of the Cove-
nant, in the city of New York, N. Y., on the third Thursday of ^lay, A. D.

18G9.

J. GLENTWOPtTH BUTLER.
Permanent Cleric.

APPENDIX.

ANNUAL NARRATIVE

Op the State op Relic4ion within the Bounds op the Presbyterian
Church in the United States op America, May, 18G8.

Standing at the end of thirty years in the history of a great denomina-
tion, we may profitably revert, in this connection, to the course of that his-

tory, and notice some among the prominent characteristics in the religious

development of this portion of the Christian Church.
Dividing this period into decades, we discover, first, an era of aggregation

and assimilation on the part of the scattered fragments remaining after the

disruption. Not only those churches and ecclesiastical bodies whose connec-

tion with the old Presbyterian stock was severed by that act, but also others

in various portions of the country, inspired by sympathy with them as to

doctrine and position, were thus early drawn together, bone to his bone and
flesh to his flesh. The coalescence of these congenial elements resulted, in a

comparatively brief period, in the organizing of a new Church—a Church
possessing a high degree of religious vitality, full of vigor and of hope, and
in some respects peculiarly fitted to do a good and great work for Christ.

In the second decade, we discern a measure of progress and growth every

way remarkable, when considered in contrast with the youthfulness of the

denomination, and with the unfavorable circumstances among which it

struggled toward maturity. This growth and progress were attained far

less through any adju.stments of polity, or any positive attempts at denomi-

national action, than by the faithful and eff'ective preaching of the Word, by
the conversion of souls through the truth, by the culture of believers in

holiness, and the increase of piety in the individual chixrch. And, though

the lack of such denominational activity, and of a polity clearly understood,

led during tliis era to some losses on various sides ; and though irreconcilable

diversities respecting Slavery constantly agitated the young denomination,

and finally brought on the withdrawal of those who constituted its represent-

atives at the South, yet the era closed with a decisive advance in the number
of churches and communicants, and in nearly every other element which
would indicate a healthful and fruitful Christian life.

The third dt-eade. just closing, has been a period of organization and con-

solidation, in respect both to doctrine and polity, and to various forms of re-

34
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ligious activity. A clearer adjustment of our ecclesiastical system has been

secured ; more uniform and harmonious methods of stating and applying the

Gospel have been attained ; a more judicious and productive theory of church

action is at length recognized and adopted. Not only the current year, but

every year in this decade, has borne progressive testimony to a great

structui-al change in these particulars—a change eifected at no serious loss

in respect to the past, prolific of good in many directions, and full of promise

for the future. As we stand at the close of this period, we are permitted in

this matter to recognize, in a peculiar way, the good hand of our (lod upon

us ; we are permitted to see him, not only bringing us through this fornuitive

stage at no sacrifice of unity or of spirituality, but also thus endowing and

equipping us for more vigorous action, for larger and wiser enterprises, for a

nobler work and a nobler testimony in time to come.

Studying the general hi.story of the denomination during these three

periods, which are thus seen to stand in the order of a sound and healthful

development, we observe many indications of a continuous progress in all

that constitutes true growth. Each of these periods shows an advance on

the preceding in respect to the number of communicants, churches, and

denominational organizations. Each indicates an increase in internal strength

and resources, and an improvement in outward po.sition, and in relation to

other branches of the Church of Christ. Each exhibits an enlargement of

territory as well as of plans, and a steady movement of the denomination

parallel with the amazing march of the nation toward a continental magni-

tude. Our beloved Church was providentially planted, at the first, along

those linos of latitude where the various elements of New England life meet

and mingle with those from the more central and southern States. Like

every other American influence or institution that is vital, it moved west-

ward, along the same or neighboring parallels, planting new churches in

every rising State, sending its missionaries among the pioneers of each open-

ing territory, constantly striving to plant the standard of its doctrine and

polity wherever American civilization extends. For its devotion to the cause

of freedom it has, indeed, been excluded from the Southern States
;
yet it is

a suggestive f.iL-r, that the ninety-six Narratives received by your Committee

came from Presbyteries representing no less than seventeen States and four

Territories, and that these States and Territories lie exactly in that central

zone of influence in which American ideas bloom most freely, and in which

our American life—political, social, religious—finds its noblest expression.

This geographical distribution of our Church is a fact to be carefully taken

into the account, in studying its religious history, even for a single year.

For, although the Gospel is equally precious to men of all latitudes, and

although the Spirit of grace be not limited by the boundaries of States, it

still is true that our interpretation of that Gospel finds easier access to cer-

tain types of mind than to others, and that our churches take root more or

less readily, according to the general character of the communities wherein

they are planted. The Presbyterial Narratives themselves suggest this

diversity. In some instances they speak of forms of hindrance and sources

of discouragement, which are not felt universally
;
in others, they allude to

successes and advances for which, so far as visible conditions extend, it

would be unreasonable to look elsewhere. The growth of a Christian de-

nomination does depend, in some degree, not merely on its internal quali-

ties or purposes, but likewise on its position, and on the external circumstances

aff"ecting it. The history of our churches in the older States, lying east of

the Alleghanies, cannot be exactly identical with the history of those subse-

quently organized in the States between the mountains and the Mississippi,
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or of those still different churches more recently planted beyond the Father of

Waters. A similar variety will be found to exist among the churches along the

borders of either of these grand divisions, as is plainly indicated by the Nar-
ratives from Northern and Southern Ohio respectively, or from the contiguous

States of Michigan and Indiana. And, in considering the state of religion

for the current year, it is our duty to take such diversities into the account,

and to estimate the measure of success attained, with suitable reference to the

external as well as the internal conditions under which that success was secured.

Taken in general, the history of our churches during the year now closed

must be regarded as one of marked prosperity. Though the Presbyterial

Narratives do not furnish sufficient statistical information, yet they convey
the impression of a decided ad^'ance in many important directions. The
number of sanctuaries erected or essentially repaired, or of instances where
indebtedness for houses of worship pi'eviously erected has been paid

;
of

mission schools or enterprises provided with titting accommodations ; and of

parsonages built or purchased, and ministerial libraries procured, is probably

greater than in any previous year in our history as a denomination
;
the gen-

eral increase of wealth, since the close of the war, exhibiting itself in these

as in so many secular directions. Some of the Presbyteries repoi't a corre-

sponding measure of equitable liberality in the support of the ministry, and
such reports may properly be regarded as the index of a general, though by
no means universal fact. It is believed that a similar increase of benev-

olence is manifesting itself, at least in some sections of the Church, in the

assistance of candidates for the ministry, and in the endowment of institu-

tions consecrated to the cause of Christian education.

Another interesting sign of prosperity appears in increased attendance

upon the various means of grace, in a marked advance in the Sabbath-
school work, and in the general favor with which our churches and ministry

have been regarded. It is obvious that many of the pi'ejudices once enter-

tained against our denomination, in certain sections, have not only ceased to

exist, but have been supplanted by a sincere respect and a cordial sympathy,
which furnish ground for the strongest hope in the future. Many Presby-
teries aftbrd decided evidence of this in their statements respecting both the

enlargement of congregations and the ingathering of youth for religious

instruction. It is safe to say, that in no previous year has so large an aggre-

gate of adult minds been brought within our denominational influence ; and
although the number of pupils in our Sabbath-schools has, in previous years,

exceeded the entire aggregate of our church-membership, the Minutes of the

present Assembly will probably indicate a gratifying advance in this direc-

tion also.

The work of denominational extension, and of aggressive eflFort in behalf
of the Gospel, has been efficiently carried forward during the year. What
has been presented in general, in the reports of the Permanent Committees
of Home Missions and Church Erection, highly encouraging as it is, is

abundantly confirmed by the more detailed statements given in the Presby-

terial Narratives. Though these Narratives indicate the existence of many
scores of vacant and destitute churches, numbers of which are without suit-

able sanctuaries, yet we have great occasion to rejoice in what, by the Divine

blessing, has been accomplished through these instrumentalities. This great

want has at least been partially supplied. In the work of diffusing a sound
denominational and Christian literature through our Publication Committee,

and through the excellent newspapers devoted to our interests, much has

been done, at least in some sections of the Church, for which we have equal

occasion to rejoice.
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The year has been one of spiritual blessing. While a few of the Presby-

teries confess that declension and worldliness have prevailed within their

borders, the general testimony is of a very different character. Although
the Narratives do not aftord such statistical information as would show just

how many churches have been revived, or how many additions have been
made to such churches in the aggregate, yet their statements indicate, in a

marked degree, the presence of the Spirit of God among our congregations.

And where signal revivals have not occurred, that Spirit has still revealed

his presence in general attentiveness to the Word preached, in the edifying

of saints, in many silent conversions to Christ. Several of the Presbyteries

bear witness to such quiet and continuous visitations of the Holy Ghost,

descending as the rain upon the mown g'fass, and greatly gladdening the

heart of his Church, even when more copious showers of converting influence

were withheld. As a whole, the year has been one of unusual blessing, not

simply in respect to the temporal welfare of the churches, or to their exte-

rior work and influence, but likewise in that inward experience of the truth,

that conscious growth in piety, that enlarged spiritual life, from which, as

from a vital seed, all outward prosperity must proceed.

While we thus discover much in the Narratives of the Presbyteries that

is fitted to inspire joy and gratitude, these Narratives present some unfavor-

able facts which should call out our deepest and gravest concern.

The first of these is the fact that, notwithstanding the degree of success

attending our Home iMis.sionary work, one-sixth of all the churches in our
connection now are unsupplied with the stated ministry of the Word. Some
of these are but temporarily in this condition ; but there are multitudes of

public organizations, scattered through our vast missionary field, which must
be regarded as permanently unable to make provision for their own spiritual

wants. In the single State of Ohio, 5I> out of 187 churches were reported

to the last Assembly as vacant ; and although some of these have since been
supplied with preachers, and others have either perished from exhaustion,

or united with other denominations in order to preserve life, yet it is safe to

say that as manj'^ as one in five of our churches in that State are now desti-

tute of regular ministrations. Similar though not equal destitution exists

in other portions of that great triangle, formed by the lakes on the north,

and by the Mississippi and the Ohio on the west and south, which must be

regarded, for the present generation at least, as the main missionary field of

our Church. In that triangle, more than one hundred and fifty vacant

churches were reported to the Assembly one year ago ; and the Presbyterial

Narratives for the current year do not justif}' the hope that this number has
been greatly diminished. While such vacancies as occur even on mission-

ary grounds in the older States are readily supplied, and while the regions

beyond the Mississippi are attracting to themselves large numbers of laborers,

this great central region, or at least the southei-n half of it, is suffering

great, and perhaps increasing, destitution. For every church established in

the States and Territories west of the Missis.sippi. a church languishes and
dies in Ohio or the contiguous States ; and should this condition of things

long continue, our denomination will be broken in two at the centre, and our

hold on the central West be lost forever.

The other startling fact is the lack of men to fill these numerous vacan-

cies—a lack which is confessed and deplored by the Presbyteries in all por-

tions of our denominational territory. While the number of ministers on

the Roll exceeds the whole number of churches by more than three hundred,

the vacancies reported to the Assembly of 1867 were above three hundred
and fifty. These statistics would seem to indicate that, subtracting the num-
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ber of foreign missionaries, nearly one-third of our ministry were not at that

time filling the pastoral office, and also to imply that there is little need of

additional laborers. Yet the vancancies continue to exi.st, and the solemn
and urgent call for help comes up to us with each successive year. These
hundreds of feeble, languishing, dying churches must not be suffered to

perish ; and men must be found who will be willing to take these churches
in their weakness, and nourish them into hope, and strength, and self-sup-

port. Our denomination needs missionaries, in the old heroic sense of that

term ; and if there be not piety enough in the churches to produce and train

such missionaries, and to sustain them in their arduous work, we may well

fear and tremble for the result.

Some of the Presbyteries seem to anticipate relief from these kindred

evils in and through Reunion ; and forcibly present the lack of suitable

laborers and the lamentable destitution of the churches in both of the

bodies to be united, as among the strongest arguments for such union. It

now seems probable that the validity and reach of this argument will soon

be practically tested
;
yet it must not be forgotten that, separate or united,

we shall never cease to need missionaries, both to supply existing churches,

and to bear our standard into new regions as they open before us. Especially

will this be made manifest when we enter in earnest upon the great task of

evangelizing the South, as well as the remoter West, and attempt to prose-

cute, on any larger scale, that vast work among the freedmen which has

already been auspiciou.sly begun.

The Presbyterial Narratives allude frequently and earnestly to other and
more general hindrances repressing our denominational growth. While the

spirit of benevolence has been manifested in an unusual degree, and while

the aggregate of contributions probably exceeds that of any previous year,

yet there is reason to believe that the contagious worldliness CA'erj'where

abroad in the land is sadly affecting the Church, and diminishing and para-

lyzing her efforts for Christ and his cause. There is also reason for believ-

ing that, although the general tone of piety within the Church has been im-

proved, and religion, pure and undefiled, has made progress in the hearts of

the people of God, the outlying wickedness of the land remains almost unaf-

fected. Notwith.standing earnest efforts made in some of the Presbyteries

to correct them, the great vices of profanity, gambling, disregard of the Sab-

bath, and especially intemperance, still retain their hold upon the hearts of

men, and in some quarters seem to be even increasing in virulence and de-

structiveness. It becomes us to realize the existence of such unholy and
hurtful tendencies, and as a denomination to give ourselves more generally

and more earnestly to the task of arresting them, and of rescuing those who
are perishing under their contamination.

It has already been said that Narratives have been received from ninety-

six of the one hundred and eleven Presbyteries connected with our denom-
ination. The following Presbyteries have failed to report: Troy, St. Law-
rence, Wellsborough, Delaware, Meadville, Athens, Fort Wayne, Fox River,

Des Moines, Omaha, Chariton, Kingston, San Francisco, San Jose, and

Washoe. The absence of these documents, of course, diminishes by just

so much the material and the value of this general Narrative.

We are called to record the decease of no less than thirty-seven ministers

during the year. Four of this number had reached that period of life,

when human strength becomes labor and sorrow ; and nine others had

passed the allotted threescore years and ten. Yet the larger part were

brethren upon whom the active duties of their sacred calling still devolved

;

and some there were, whom the Master called in the prime of their manhood,



534 MINUTES OF THE [1868.

just as tliey had fully entered upon their ministerial career. Let the les-

sons inculcated by such unusual mortality reach and affect every heart, and

let us so live and act that, like these departed ones, we may, when absent

from the body, be present with the Lord. The list of the deceased is as

follows :

Name.
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It is understood that tlie opinions herein expressed are based upon these

papers.

They admit of a classification into these classes

:

I. The instrumentalities by which the General Assembly holds and con-

trols property. And herein

(1.) The Trustees of the Presbyterian House.

(2.) The Trustees of the Church Erection Fund.

(3.) The Board of Education (N. S.).

(4.) The Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions.

(5.) The Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions.

(6.) The Board of Education (0. S.).

II. Conveyances, devises, or gifts to, and grants to and from one or more
of these bodies.

III. Charters of churches.

IV. Devises and bequests not included in the second class.

The first five of these instrumentalities, or corporations, are connected
with the " New School " General Assembly, viz. : The Trustees of the
Presbyterian House, The Trustees of the Church Erection Fund, The
Board of Education, The Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions, The
Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions. One of them became a cor-

poration under the laws of Pennsylvania, and the other four under the
legislation of New York. Their acts of incorporation bear a close resem-
blance in language, and constitute one scheme or design. The theory on
which all are based is that the property interests of the General Assembly,
instead of being vested directly in that body, are held in trust by corpora-

tions, for it. The Trustees of these corporations are elected by the General
Assembly, or in such manner as it may appoint ; they are liable to displace-

ment at its will ; they manage their funds under its control or direction.

The title to all property given to the Assembly for the purposes embraced
in the act of incorporation vests in the particular corporation having the
function to perform which the donation or bequest was intended to aid.

In other words, each corporation is, as it were, the machinery whereby the

General Assembly carries forward the great interests of Church Erection,

Education, Home Missions, Foreign Missions, etc., etc. They are but little

more than committees of the x\ssembly, having impressed upon them the
capacity of succession, and the power to take, hold, and dispose of land and
other property. The questions which may arise are not different from those
which would have been presented in case the General Assembly were itself

the corporation holding property, and the property rights to be investigated

had been acquired by its own act, or by gift, devise, or bequest. To be more
specific

:

(1.) The Trustees of the Preshjterian House. This body originated under
the report of the " Committee on the Polity of the Church " in 1854, (Min-
utes of 1854, pp. 502-3) which recommended that, if the General Assembly
should appoint a Board of Trustees of the Presbyterian Publication House,
it should be incorporated under the laws of Pennsylvania. The General As-
sembly appointed such a Board, and the act of incorporation was obtained
accordingly. The principal object of the charter seems to have been to per-

mit land to be owned by the said Trustees for the business of the societies

and churches connected with the Assembly. The Trustees are also author-
ized to hold any property in trust for the Assembly committed to them, or

to the Assembly for them, by donations, bequests, or otherwise. This clause
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was inserted on the recommendation of the " Committee on Church Polity."

The Trustees are elected by the Assembly, which has power to increase

their number, while their management of the funds committed to their care

is subject to the direction of the Assembly. Pamphlet Laws of Pennsylva-

nia, April 21, 1855.

(2.) The Trustees of the Church Erection Fund. It was a part of the

plan of the " Committee on the Polity of the Church " of 1854, that a body
chosen by the Assembly as the " Trustees of the Church Erection Fund

''

should be incorporated under the laws of New York. An act was obtained

accordingly. New York .Session Laws, March 31, 1855. The Trustees

having been designated for that purpose, in May, 1854, were constituted

a body corporate and politic, for the purpose of aiding " feeble congrega-

tions, in connection with the said General Assembly, in erecting houses of

worship," under certain conditions. The Trustees are to remain in oihce,

and to be displaced at the will of the Assembly, and others to be appointed

in their places. It is further provided that the " Church Erection Fund " is

to be held and administered in conformity with the plan of the General As-

sembly.

(3.) The Board of Education. In 1856 the Assembly established "a
Permanent Committee on Education for the Ministry," whose members were

to be re-elected from time to time by the Assembly.

In 1858 an act of incorporation was obtained from the Legislature of New
York, constituting this Committee a corporation to superintend the whole

cause of Education, as the Assembly might from time to time direct. It

was also empowered to take and to manage the property which might be

given or devised to it, or to the General Assembly for educational purposes,

and its members are subject to displacement and appointment at the pleasure

of the As.senibly. Session Laws of 1858, April 17.

(4.) The next of these corporations is The Preshyterian Committee of
Home Missions.

This was incorporated by the Legislature of New York in 18G2. It was

constituted a body politic to assist in sustaining the preaching of the Gospel

in feeble churches and congregations in connection with the Presbyterian

Church in the United States, and generally to superintend the whole cause

of Home Missions in behalf of the said Church, as the General Assembly

may from time to time direct. It was also to receive and manage any

property which might be entrusted to the Church or the Committee for

Home Missionary purposes.

The Trustees hold under the same control of the Assembly as has already

been alluded to in the cases before described.

(5.) The Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions :

The last of these corporations connected with the New School General

Assembly, was chartered by the Legislature of New York. Session Laws

of New York, Ch. 493, 18G5.

Persons designated by the General Assembly were made a body corporate

to superintend the whole cause of Foreign Missions in language nearly

identical with that employed in chapter 340 of the Laws of 1862, con-

cerning Home Missions.

(6.) Board of Education. (0. S.) The single Board to which our atten-

tion has been called, connected with that branch of the Church usually styled

the " Old School," is the Board of Education, chartered in 1841 in Pennsyl-

vania, with an amendment in 1852. There had been a Board of Education,

not incorporated. The want of incorporation being attended with practical

inconvenience. Trustees of the Board of Education were incorporated, num-
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bering nine. They are elected by " the Board of Education in such a man-

ner that one-third go out of office every year." Their niauagemeut of the

trust funds is subject to the direction of the Board of Education. By the

amendment to the charter, the Trustees are entitled to receive and hold

property devised, bequeathed or given to them " for the purpose of aiding

schools, academies and colleges, or the cause of education generally."

Under this last broad power, we have not been informed whether any such

devises, gifts or bequests have been made.

This corporation, for like reasons as those which have been already stated,

is simply the instrument of the General Assembly, and the considerations

governing its rights to hold property are the same as those which would be

presented if the property were held by the (leneral Assembly itself.

For the sake of simplicity, assuming that the funds in question are held

directly by each General Assembly, there are two classes of questions which

present themselves for solution : One is, what is the effect of the proposed

reunion on such property as the General Assembly holds simply as proprietor

;

second, what is the effect of such reunion in the case of specific tru.sts, such

as would be likely to be found in devises, bequests, and voluntary convey-

ances.

The investigation of these two questions will arise also in connection with

the other documents presented to us, such as the charters of churches, and

devises and bequests to the General Assembly.

We will therefore defer their con.sideration until the other papers sub-

mitted to us have been described in general terms, when these points will be

examined.

II.

We now proceed to the mention of the transactions entered into by these

corporations. All which have been submitted to us are on the part of the
" Presbyterian House." These transactions are of two classes.

The first class consist of conveyances regulating and defining the mode in

which the property of the General Assembly is held, and declaring the trusts

upon which the conveyance was made to the Trustees. Of this there is a

single example. The second class of conveyances are voluntary, apparently

either gifts from individuals, or from a number of persons combining their

contributions. They are all conveyances upon specific trusts for the use of a

congregation or congregations maintaining an ecclesiastical connection with

the New School General Assembly, and when that connection ceases, the trust

either ceases absolutely, or is transferred to some other congregation having

that ecclesiastical connection.

The instance of the first class referred to is a declaration of trust made by
"the Ti'ustees of the Presbyterian House" of certain lots of land in the city

of Philadelphia. It appears that the General Assembly had declared that its

will was that the property in question should be held by the '' Trustees

of the Presbyterian House " in trust, to permit and suffer the l^resbyterian

Publication Committee to use and occupy the land, su])ject to the General

Assembly, and that the Trustees should execute a declaration of trust. This

was done accordingly.

This property was conveyed to the Trustees of the Presbyterian House by
Samuel Smyth, February 2, 1855. As there is no evidence before us of any

specific trust in the conveyance from him, it is supposed to have been

acquired for a valuable con.sideration for the use of the New School branch

of the Presbyterian Church.

The next conveyance which belongs to the second class of cases is an in-
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strument executed by Samuel Work and wife to " the Trustees of the Pres-

byterian House " for a nominal consideration. The trust declared in the

deed is, that the property shall be held for the use of a particular congrega-

tion, which are named as tenants at will so long as they remain in connection

with the so-called New School General Assembly, and when they cease to be

so connected, then in trust for some other Presbyterian church and congrega-

tion as tenants at will which the Trustees shall approve, and which shall be

in connection with a Presbytery in union with the Greneral Assembly.

The next conveyance of the same class to "the Trustees of the Presby-

terian House" is from M. W. Baldwin and wife for a nominal consideration.

The property conveyed is to be held in trust for a particular church (the

Tabor Presbyterian church) " so long as it shall continue in connection with

that branch of the Presbyterian Church (called the New School) and no
longer."

The next conveyance is made by A. Whilldin and others to the Trustees

of the Presbyterian House. The funds with which this property was ac-

quired were contributed by Whilldin and others. The conveyance is in trust

for a church and congregation in ecclesiastical connection with and under
the care of the New School General Assembly, to permit such congregation

to hold as tenants at will, while their ecclesiastical connection continues

undisturbed, and on their becoming incorporated upon certain conditions, to

convey the property to them.

The only additional conveyance to the Trustees of the Presbyterian House
is one made on behalf of the widow, children and residuary legatees of Mat-
thias W. Baldwin to can-y into effect the design of Mr. Baldwin, which had
been frustrated by his death. The Trustees are to permit a particular con-

gregation to occupy the property as tenants at will for the purposes of relig-

ious worship, so long as 'they shall remain in connection with and under the

care of the New School General Assembly and no longer. The last four

conveyances create what for the sake of convenience and reference may be

termed ' specific trusts " as distinguished from the case where no particular

designation of the uses to which the property is to be devoted is made.

III.

Charters of Churches.—These charters are of two kinds : One includes

those which were created before the separation of the two branches of the

Presbyterian Church, and in which of course no reference is made of adhe-

sion to any particular branch ; the other class, chartered since the disruption,

specifically names the General Assembly to which the particular church

adheres.

The first class is illustrated by a single case submitted to us, that of the

First Presbyterian church in the district of Southwark and county, of

Philadelphia.

This organization was effected in 1820. The congregation associated "for

religious purposes," and held property for the suppoi't of a pastor or pastors,

and other officers, and such pious and charitable purposes, as shall by the

said society be established. It is only by its name that we can be made
certain that this is a Presbyterian church.

We suppose that this instance involves the question of the status of all

the churches connected with either General Assembly where there is no

specific description of adhesion to any particular branch of the Church.

The second class of charters contain in substance this clause :
" The faith

and government of the said church shall conform to the faith and govern-
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ment of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America ; and the
said church shall be connected with and deemed to be under the care of that

General Assembly which met last," etc., meaning the so-called New School
General As.sembly. There is a further provision that there shall be no '• al-

teration, change or amendment whatever " in this provision.

Three such charters have been submitted which resemble each other so

closely that it will be unnecessary to consider them separately. They are

described in the Appendix.

IV.

Devises.—The will of Mary Cornell is submitted. The testatrix provides
that the proceeds of her residuary estate shall be devoted to the purchase of
land to be forever held and used by a church and congregation " which shall

be in connection with that portion of the Presbjaerian Church now desig-

nated in common parlance as the New School." In case that connection

ceases, the testatrix directs a forfeiture of the interest previously devised,

and directs that the title shall vest in " The Trustees of the Presbyterian
Church," &c., who are authorized in that case, to take all necessary measures
to recover the land in trust for a congregation connected with that portion

of the Presbyterian Church.

By reason of these various documents, questions are raised as to the rela-

tion of the churches to each General Assembly, both whei'e there is no
specific provision as to adhesion to any particular branch of the Church, as

well as where such a provision is made.
It will be noticed that the documents recited present those forms of owner-

ship :

First.—Property owned by corporations which are instruments of the
General Assemblies as organs of the Church.

Second.—Property owned by those corporations with a specific trust in

favor of one branch of the Church exclusively.

Third.—Funds held by particular churches under their charters, which
churches are in fact attached exclusively to one or the other General Assem-
bly, without any express charter direction.

Fourth.—Funds held by particular churches whose charters require specific

adhesion to a particular branch.

Fifth.—Devises or conveyances to particular churches, with specific provis-

ions by the devisor or grantor, as to that branch of the Church general to

which the particular church shall belong.

For the general purposes of this report, we may condense these questions
into two.

First.—What is the effiect of reunion upon property held either by the
General Assembly through its corporate machinery or by a particular church
where no specific directions or trusts exist ?

Second.—What is the eff"ect of the proposed reunion where specific direc-

tions are given as to the particular branch of the Church to whose use the
funds are to be applied ?

AVhen these questions are disposed of our duty is performed.
The only objection which can apparently be raised under the first inquiry

is, that the funds in question are held under the so-called " law of charitable

trusts," and that the proposed reunion is a departure from the trust which a
court of equity will not sanction.

Before dealing directly with this question, there are some preliminary
suggestions which may be made.

These bodies were once united ; they were disrupted ; they propose to
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reunite. They are one in faitli and form of government. We cannot be

expected to examine this question on the supposition that there are any

fundamental differences between the two bodies either in doctrine or church

government. No such facts are submitted to us. We have but the simple

question, Is there any legal obstacle to the reunion of two bodies on the

same confession of faith and under the same form of government to which

they both originally adhered ?

The question really is : Can the churches through their respective organs,

the General Assemblies, form such a union as to merge the two Assemblies

into one? If not, there are some serious inconveniences that would follow.

Had there been no General Assemblies or Synods, churches divided from

Presbyteries through some temporary alienation could scarcely return to

their foi-mer relations. Had there been no General Assemblies, Synods torn

asunder by local divisions could not meet together. Schism instead of har-

mony becomes the law of the Church. Then the law of the State requires

that strength should be wasted instead of husbanded
;
that weakness should

be chronic, and wounds forever unhealed. Then the Church must forever

be divided into ho.stile camps, flaunting banners of defiance in each other's

faces, instead of marching with united step to triumph.

We hold, on the other hand, that the presumption is, that the two bodies

ought to unite, unless there is some clearly proved obstacle, on account of

fundamental differences in faith or form of government, or incompatibility

of united action.

This appears to us to be the law imposed by the Founder of the Church

upon his followers, and therefore the law of the Church itself.

The law of the State seeks to administer such a trust as this upon the

presumed intention of the donor of the trust funds. He must be sujtposed

to intend to have the funds appropriated in accordance with the law of the

Church ; and the law of the Church must be presumed to be in accordance

with' the law of its Founder.

It needs no argument from us, to establish that the precepts and spirit of

Christianity require brethren to walk together who are agreed.

The history of the Presbyterian Church shows that it accords with these

views, and that such is the law which its members actually recognize. There

have, undoubtedly, been from time to time, unfortunate, and perhaps, in

some instances, unnecessary divisions. Good men have always deplored

them, and when the temporary ob.stacle has been removed, reunion has come.

I'orce only kept the two bodies apart—the law of their nature has been union

and reunion. Called, as we have been recently, to examine the history of

these church movements, we have been continually reminded of the course

of a full stream, which, meeting with an immovable obstacle, divides to pass

around it, only to reunite its forces at the very point where the obstacle ends.

This strong tendency in the Church to be in full accord with the law of its

Founder, was never so marked as to-day, when the causes of dissension and di-

vision are reduced and removed. Though it may have been repressed, its strength

is shown by the elasticity of its rebound when the pressure is removed.

These general considerations are not without importance, since this ques-

tion must be determined by the law of the Church.

The property of the General Assembly must have been given to it in view

of this law. It is not departing from the use which a donor impressed upon

the funds bestowed, if it unites with other churches of the same faith and

government, and thus increases its efiiciency and power over the minds of

the community. The property of any particular church must be presumed

to have been given in accordance with the law of the individual church
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which leads to union with other churches of the same faith, and with the

wider hiw leading the body of associated churches to unite with other

churches of the same character.

This is no more than saying that every institution of man is subject to

the law of development or growth, and that one who bestows funds upon it

must be supposed to intend to follow such law of development.

These views are sustained by the highest legal authority of the State of

Pennsylvania, in which many of these questions would arise if they should

ever be presented to any court. They are believed to be in accord with the

approved authorities upon this branch of the law.

The case to which we refer is McGlinnis vs. Watson, 41 Pennsylvania

(5 Wright), p. 7. This case bears so closely upon the topics now under dis-

cussion, that it will be well to state the facts at some length.

A congregation in Venango township, of that State, consisted of members
of the Associate Church, and were in ecclesiastical connection with the
^' Associate (Presbyterian) Synod of North America." In that character,

they having become incorporated, acquired land " for the use and behoof of

the congregation." The Associate Synod, by a vote of a large majority of the

Presbyteries, united with another Presbyterian body known as the "Associate

Reformed Church." The Presbytery to which the congregation in question

belonged, approved of the union. The session of the church approved of it at

a regular meeting. A minority of the congregation refused to go into the

union, and connected themselves with a protesting Presbytery and Synod.

A bill in equity was presented in behalf of the minority against the

majority of the congregation, to regain possession and control of the church

property, on the ground that the grant of it was to a congregation professing

the doctrines and adhering to the goverimient of the Associate Church ac-

cording to its original standards ; and that the union is such a departure

from these, that the dissenting members cannot be compelled to follow.

The case, therefore, clearly presents the point whether a portion of any
individual church can resist the legislative act of the general body to which
it belongs, when such act constitutes no material departure from the doc-

trines and form of government maintained by the denomination to which

the particular church adheres.

The court held that the legislative act of union was valid, and enforced its

position by great wealth of illustration and strong argumentation. Its rea-

soning, in general outline, is that the court must regard the law of the

Church ;
that this law is not to be ascertained simply by regarding the par-

ticular church, but that recourse must be had to the general law of the

denomination to which the members of any particular church must be pre-

sumed to have assented.

That part of the congregation which acts in harmony with its own law

thus broadly interpreted, must be approved and sustained by the state law.

All spiritual growth involves some change or development. Every denomi-

nation of Christians admit that others must change in their progress towards

union, though it regard its own system as too perfect to undergo change.

These propositions are then enforced by instances derived from the history

of the Church through many centuries.

Judging, as is thus seen to be necessary, the acts of those persons by
the laws which were accepted among themselves, the authority of the Church
to legislate upon its doctrines, forms, and practice, is clearly evinced.

Changes and progress appear historically to be a recognized part of their

ecclesiastical life. It is shown, then, how though there has been much
division among Presbyterians, there has been a strong tendency towards
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union, as shown in the union of Burghers and Anti-Burghers, Covenanters

and Seceders, of the Synods of New York and Phik\delphia, of the Church
of Scotland in Nova Scotia and the Seceders. To these might now be added,

union in the Australian Colonies ; union in Canada ; union in New Zealand
;

union in Queensland ; union in South Australia ; union in New South Wales.

Here we seem to have found the law of the Presbyterian Church ; the

waiving of non-essentials to secure united action on fundamental principles.

There is permitted to be diversity of sentiment where unsoundness in faith,

according to the recognized standards, does not exist, while there is an agree-

ment to abstain from agitating the questions which occasioned separation, or

led to distinct organizations.

These principles will not lose their application, though the basis of union

between the two branches of the Church may relax the former strictness on

minor points; for there may have been good reasons for this relaxation, and

of that the Presbyteries, Synods and General Assemblies are the constitutional

judges. Such proceedings cannot be condemned as unlawful without decid-

ing that there can be no unions of the Church without a forfeiture of civil

rights, and that the law well-nigh compels the perpetuation of divisions.

This enlightened judgment seems to us to require that Ave should answer

the inquiry whether a church forfeits its property by adopting the plan of

reunion in the negative. On the same ground, there can be no forfeiture of

the property which either General Assembly holds as proprietor, either

directly, or by means of the corporations described in the outset of this report.

It may perhaps be suggested that the corporations referred to would

no longer be under the control of the particular Assembly pointed out in

the act of incorporation, when the two Assemblies became merged into one.

The answer is, that the legislature must be presumed to be cognizant of that

law of the Church which permits union, and therefore that it has employed

words in granting these charters which are to have the liberal and compre-

hensive interpretation that the principles already laid down require.

The objection will probably be made, in another form, that there is

a change of identity by reason of the union. It may be said that neither

of the two bodies is the same as before, but that there is a composite body

partaking of the nature of both, but in no proper sense identical with either.

It will then be argued that a loss of identity involves a forfeiture of property,

because the trust reposed by the donors of funds can no longer be adminis-

tered by the organ which they selected.

This objection is answered in the case already noticed. Though there

may be no formal literal identity, yet each body substantially exists in the

new organization. What we must regard is the identity of social life, which

admits of a mutual giving and reception of moral and mental influences,

and a corresponding social growth. Social institutions must grow with

society, adapt themselves to its intelligence and wants, to times and circum-

stances. They thus change and remain the same ; when they lose this power

of adaptation, they wither and decay, pp. 27, 28. 29.

We do not express any opinion upon the eflfect of a change by either

body in one or more of its fundamental principles of faith. No opinion

of any value could be given on such a supposition, without an exact state-

ment of the proposed change. We have assumed that the reunion is to take

place upon the doctrines acknowledged by both parties before the disruption.

These views seem to be sustained by decisions in the cases of Gibson v.

Armstrong, 7 B. Monroe, 481 ; Den v. Pilling, 4 Zabriskie, 653 ; 2 Richard-

son's Equity, 215 ; Attorney-general v^ Gould, 2 Law Reporter, 495 ;
Attorney-

general V. Pearson, 3 Merivale, 400.



1868.] GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 543

Second.—It only remains to consider the effect of the proposed reunion

where specific obligations are imposed upon the ownership of the property.

It is material to inquire as to the intent of the grantor of the fund.

There is no pretence that the grantors or donors, all of whom belong to

the so-called New School Church, suppose that there is any material differ-

ence in respect to faith, or form of government between the two branches.

What evidence there is, is all the other way.

Thus, the charters which mark out with the greatest precision their

separate relation to the New School assert, that " the faith and government

of the said church shall conform to the faith and government of the Pres-

byterian Church in the United States of America, and the said church shall

be connected with and deemed to be under the care of that branch of the

Church "—known as the New School. The plain intention is to require

the faith and government of the Presbyterian Church in general, but the

care and connection of a particular branch of it. It seems to us, that the

meaning of all these special clauses is, to provide for a particular relation

and connection so long as the New School branch maintains its separate

existence, but there is no evidence of intention to perpetuate separation,

alienation, and division. Every donor must be presumed to have made his

gift with a full knowledge of the law of the particular church as modified

by the legislation of the constituted bodies, Presbyteries, Synods, and

Assemblies, to which the church belongs. This law leads to reunion, as

we have before seen. The gift must then have been made with the proba-

bility of union foreseen. The donor's intention fully expanded really is

this :
" While the New School and Old School remain separate, my property

must be devoted to the promotion of the interests of the New School. I

am aware of the legislative power of the New School by its assemblies to

coalesce and unite with the Old School. I am content to have that power
exercised."

What is this but saying that a person intends that which is necessarily

implied as well as that which is expressed ?

We are therefore of opinion that there is substantially no difference

between the two questions which, for the sake of examination, have been con-

sidered sepai'ately, and that the answer of the one is the solution of the other.

These views embrace in principle the special cases of gifts and convey-

ances to the " Presbyterian House," particular clauses in charters, and

devises, as far as laid before us.

After this report was written, some deeds of trust were exhibited to us,

which respected the title to property connected with the Princeton Theo-

logical Seminary. Some of these instruments we unhesitatingly consider

to be governed by the principles that we have recognized. Others have

special clauses entering into considerable detail, the bearing of which we
have not had an opportunity to consider. We do not intend to express any

doubt upon these clauses, but simply give no opinion. We concede that

a donor might cumber his gift to one of these branches of the Church with

such limitations, conditions, or provisos, as to make it questionable whether

reunion would not be a ground of forfeiture. Perhaps he might provide

that his gift to one branch should be void in case of reunion, though it

would admit of consideration whether a trust for the mere perpetuation

of division and separation would accord with sound views of public policy.

However this may be, we desire to be understood as not expressing any

opinion upon any special trusts not embraced within the instances set forth

in the former part of this report. Should our opinion hereafter be desired upon

the Princeton trusts, or others of a special nature, we shall be pleased to give it.
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On the whole, we are of opinion that there are no obstacles to reunion

growing out of the relations of that subject to property so far as those rela-

tions have been brought to our notice, and so report to your honorable body.

All which is respectfully submitted. Daniel Haines.
Theodore W. Dwight.

EEPOET.

The undersigned Committee, appointed on behalf of the Old School

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, to investigate the questions

of property and vested rights, which may arise from a reunion with the

New School Presbyterian -body, have partially discharged the duty assigned

to them. They met in conference the Hon. Daniel Haines, of New Jersey,

and the Hon. Theodore W. Dwight, of New York, the Committee appointed

on behalf of the New School General Assembly, and united with them in

the investigation of these questions. The latter gentlemen have embodied
their views in a report which has been submitted for our concurrence. It

evinces much research and discrimination, and will be read with interest by
those who appreciate the importance .of the subject. In some of the

opinions there expressed we are unable to concur. To others we give our

entire assent.

1. In respect to property heretofore owned or controlled by the New School

General Assembly, or any of the instrumentalities or churches under its

care, the investigations of Messrs. Haines and Dwight have been very

thorough, and we see no reason to question the soundness of their conclu-

sion, that this property will not be affected by the proposed reunion.

2. We agree with them also in the opinion that church property which

was held before the division in 1888, will not be affected in its legal relations

if the two branches of the Church should unite. That property will stand

where it would have stood if the division had not taken place.

3. We agree with them also in holding that property acquired 'since the

division by either branch of the Church, by deed or will, by gift or purchase,

which has not been clothed with a special trust, placing it under the exclu-

sive control of one branch, as distinguished from the other, will not be

affected if the two branches should now unite.

4. Where such trusts do exist each case must be decided on its own
special circumstances. The effect upon the property of a union with any

other body will depend on the nature of the conditions imposed by the

grantor or donor, or prescribed in acts of incorporation. The condition of

much of the property connected with the Theological Seminary at Princeton

will form a good illustration of this point. The deeds for this property

were laid before us and were fully investigated. Its importance to the Old

School body is such that we do not feel justified in withholding our opinions

respecting it.

On the 5th of May, 184.3, James Lenox, Esq., conveyed to the Trustees

of the Seminary the ground now occupied by the library and the house of

one of its professors. He accompanied the grant with this condition, which

for convenience we have divided into two sections: (1.) "Provided, always,

nevertheless, and vxpon this condition, that if at any time or times hereafter,

the said parties of the second part [that is, the Trustees of the Seminary]

shall pass from under the supervision and control of the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, now commonly

knotcn and distinguished as the Old School General Assembly, and its suc-

cessors, or (2,) if at any time or times hereafter, the leading doctrines
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declared in the confession of faith and catechisms of the Presbyterian

Church, such as the doctrine of universal and total depravity, the doctrine

of election, the doctrine of the atonement, the doctrine of the imputation of

Adam's sin to all his posterity, and of the imputation of Christ's righteous-

ness to all his people for their justification, the doctrine of human inability,

and the doctrine of the necessity of the influences of the Holy Spirit in the

regeneration, conversion and sanctification of sinners, as these doctrines are

now understood and explained by the aforesaid Old School General Assembly,

shall cease to be taught and inculcated in the said Seminary, then, and in

either such case, the grant and conveyance hereby made shall cease and
become null and void, and the said premises shall thereupon revert to the said

party of the first part, his heirs, or assigns, as in his first and former estate."

The second branch of this condition would probably not be violated in the

eye of the law until the doctrines there specified shall cease to be taught in

the Seminary. On some of these doctrines it is in vain to deny that the two

branches of the Church are wide apart ; and while we agree with our

brethren that we cannot, as lawyers, undertake to examine and pronounce

upon the eifect of these differences of opinion, we cannot shut our eyes to

the fact so well known to theologians on both sides, that such differences do

exist. Nor can we hesitate to point attention to the peril which may ensue

to this property and to other property similarly situated, if in consequence of

the terms of a union with any other body, the doctrines specified in this deed,

as understood and explained by the aforesaid Old School General Assembly,

may cease to be taught in the institutions thus endowed.

There is less difficulty in determining the results which must flow from

violating the flrst branch of the condition imposed by Mr. Lenox, viz. : if

the Trustees of the Seminary shall pass from under the supervision and con-

trol of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United

States of America, now commonly known and distinguished as the Old
School General Assembly, and its successors. Li that event the property

is to revert to himself and his heirs. The Trustees are, by the express

terms of the deed, to be under the supervision and control of the Old School

General Assembly a's distinguished from any other ; in other words, from the

New School General Assembly. We are of opinion that if these Trustees

should pass from the supervision and control of the former Assembly, as dis-

tinguished from the latter, or if they should be controlled and supervised by
an Assembly known by another name, or constituted diff'erently from the

Assembly thus specially described by Mr. Lenox, the valuable property con-

veyed by his deed will be placed in jeopardy.

On the 25th of April, 1862, Robert L. and Alexander Stuart conveyed
to the Trustees of this Seminary $50,000 in bonds of the Federal Govern-

ment, and inserted in their deed the same condition in substance which has

been quoted from that of Mr. Lenox, except that in the event of a breach

of the condition the money is to become the property of the American Bible

Society. They had previously presented to the Trustees of the Seminary
the library of the late Dr. Addison Alexander on nearly the same terms, ex-

cept that on the violation of that trust the library is to become the property

of the Trustees of the College of New Jersey. The views which we have ex-

pressed, respecting the gift of Mr. Lenox, will apply to the gifts of the

brothers Stuart.

This is as far as we have proceeded in our investigations. There may be

property connected with the other institutions of the Church, or belonging

to individual church corporations, in the grant of which other special trusts

were imposed. We have not been supplied with the materials for forming a
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judgment respecting them. In due time, if they are laid before us, we are

willing to give them our attention.

Henry W. Green, Trenton, N. J.

May 5th, 1868. William A. Porter, Philadelphia.

APPENDIX.

Schedule op Documents submitted to the Committee of the Gen-
eral Assemblies, on Vested Rights, etc.

1. The charter of " The Trustees of the Presbyterian House," granted on

Approved 21st ^^^ recommendation of ''The General Assembly of the Pres-
April, 1865. byterian Church in the United States," which held its sessions

in the First Presbyterian church, on Washington Square, in the city of

Philadelphia, in May, 1854.

The charter provides :

(1.) That the Trustees therein named shall hold their office till the first

day of June, 18G5, and until their successors are duly qualified to take their

places, who shall be chosen by the said Assembly and their successors.

(2.) The said Trustees are authorized "to purchase, receive, take, and
hold real and personal estate," and all kinds of property and estate which

may be devised, or bequeathed, or given to them, or to the said Assembly for

them, and the same "to sell, alien, demise, and convey."

(3.) They are to be subject to the direction of said Assembly, and to have
also power to manage all funds, property, and effects committed to their care

by gift, purchase, bequest, or otherwise, and to execute any trusts confided

to them by the said General Assembly or their successors, in such manner
as shall be deemed most advantageous, and not contrary to law or the inten-

tion of the donor or testator.

2. Declaration of Trvnt by the Trustees of the Presbyterian House to
'•' The Presbyterian Publication Committee," declaring that under the direc-

tion of the said Assembly they hold certain premises, viz. : JS'os. 1334 and

1336 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, in trust for "The Presbyterian Publica-

tion Committee," appointed by the said Assembly, dated April 1, 1864.

3. Deed from Samvel North and wife to the Trustees of the Presbyterian

House, dated December 7, 1863, conveying a lot of ground and church

Southwark edifice thereon, lying on south side of German street, between
church. 2d and 3d streets, Philadelphia. In trust for the First Presby-

terian church and congregation of Southwark, in county of Philadelphia, so

long as said church and congregation shall continue in connection with a

Presbytery in union with the General Assembly which met in the city of

Philadelphia, in May, 1863, and no longer; with power reserved to the

Trustees of the Presbyterian House to re-enter in case of failure to comply

with the conditions.

4. Deed, from Matthias W. Baldiiyln and wife to the Trustees of the Pres-

byterian House, dated Dec. 5, 1864, conveying the church edifice and lot of

Tabor Pr. ground on southwest corner of Christian and 18th streets, Phil-

church, adelphia. In trust for the Tabor Presbyterian church, so long

as the said church shall continue in connection with that branch of the Pres-

byterian Church in U. S. A., the General Assembly of which last convened

in Dayton, Ohio, and no longer.

' 5. Deed from Alexander WhiUdin and wife, by their attorneys in fact, to

" The Trustees of the Presbyterian House," dated Oct. 22, 1866, conveying

a lot of ground and stone chapel on northeast corner of Broad and Oxford
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streets, in the 20th ward of Philadelphia, which had been purchased with

the contributions of the said Alexander Whilldin and others, for the purpose

of erecting thereon a church edifice for the religious uses and purposes of a

church and congregation in ecclesiastical connection with, and under the care

of that General Assembly which met in the First Presbyterian church, in

Philadelphia, in May 18()3. In trioit for a church and congregation in that

connection, with power of re-entry, &c.

6. Deed from. C/aj/ton and yowj/ise/u/, executors of Matthias W. Baldwin, to

the Trustees of the Presbyterian House, dated November 1, 1866, conveying a

lot and stone chapel in the 2od ward of Philadelphia. In trust for the Her- .

man Presbyterian church, so long as they shall remain in ecclesiastical con-

nection with, and under the care of that General Assembly which assembled

in the First Presbyterian church, in Philadelphia, in May, 1863.

7. Will of Manj Cornell, dated 13th of June, 1849, proved 28th of March,

1861, devises all the residue of her estate, real and personal, to her executors,

in trust, to convert it into money, and to apply the same to the wharton st.

purchase of a lot or lots, and the erection of a suitable house church.

for public worship ;

" the said house and lot to be forever held and used by a

church and congregation which shall be in connection with that portion of the

Presbyterian Church now designated in common parlance as the New School."

Under this will a lot was purchased at corner of 9th and Wharton streets,

Philadelphia, and a deed, conveying the same in fee to the corporation, sub-

ject to trusts, provisions, and limitations of the will.

See deed when it shall be furnished.

8. Charter and By-Laws of " The Oxford Preshyterian church, of the

city of Philadelphia," organized January, 1857, enrolled March Oxford Pr

11, 1857. church.
•

Art. II. provides that the faith and government of the said church shall

conform to the faith and government of the Presbyterian Church in the

United States of America ;
" and the said church shall be connected with and

deemed to be under the care of that General Assembly which assembled in

the First Presbyterian church, in the city of Philadelphia, in the month of

May, A. D., 1863."

9. Charter of the Southwestern Preshyterian chtirch, in the city of Phila-

delphia, 1865. Southwestern
Pr. church.

Art. II. The faith and government of the said church shall conform to
the faith and government of the Presbyterian Church of the U. S. A. :

" and
the said church shall be connected with, and deemed to be under the care of
that General Assembly which assembled in the Lafayette avenue Presbyte-
rian church, in the city of Brooklyn, N. Y., on 18th of May, 1865 ; and the
real estate now owned, or which hereafter may be owned, by this corpora-

tion, shall be forever held and used by a church and congregation which
shall be connected with, and under the care of the said General Assembly."

10. Declaration of trust by Josiah Gray and John McFale, dated 1859,
acknowledged 18th October, 1859, by which they declared that they held a
certain lot of ground at northeast corner of 20th and Fitzwater streets,

Philadelphia, in trust only for the use and benefit of the Southwestern Pres-

byterian church and congregation, in connection with the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church in U. S. A., commonly called the Old School
Presbyterian Church.

Note.—This church is said to have passed into the connection of the New School
Assembly, with the consent of the congregation and of the Old School Presbytery, and
that the charter before-mentioned was then obtained.
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11. Charter of " The Wharton street Presbyterian church, in tlie city of

Philadelphia."

Art. II. is in language similar to that of the Southwestern Presbyterian

church, and provides for the same ecclesiastical connection.

12. Charter of the First Presbyterian church, in the district of Southwark,
and county of Philadelphia, organized in 1820.

13. Charter of '• The Permanent Cojnmittee on Foreign Missions of the Gen-
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America."

Sec. 1. Whose duty it shall be to superintend the whole cause of Foreign
Missions of the said General Assembly (that which met at Dayton, Ohio, in

May, 1864:), and as the said General Assembly may from time to time direct.

Also to receive, take charge of, and disburse any property or funds which
may be intrusted to the said Assembly or said Permanent Committee, for

missionary purposes.

Sec. 2. The successors of the Trustees to be elected by the said General

Assembly in such time and manner as the said Assembly may direct or

appoint. Passed by the Legislature of N. Y., April 17, 1865.

14. Charter of " The Presbyterian Committee of Home llissions."

(Designated for the purpose by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church which met at Syracuse, N. Y., in May, 1861.)

Whose duty it is to assist in sustaining feeble churches, &c., as the Gene-
ral Assembly may from time to time direct.

The successors of the Trustees to be elected at such time, and in such man-
ner, as the said General Assembly shall direct and appoint.

15. Charter of " The Trustees of the Church Erection Fund of the Gen-

New York, 31st ^'"^1 Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States
of March, 'i855. of America."

(Designated by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church which
met in Philadelphia, in May, 1854.)

For the purpose of aiding feeble congregations in connection with the said

General Assembly.

Successors to be appointed at such time, and in such manner, as the said

Assembly shall direct. .

16. Education Manual containing the charter of " The Permanent Com-
mittee on Education for the Ministry of the General Assembly of the Pres-

byterian Church in the U. S. A." Passed in New York, April 17, 1858.

(The Trustees were designated by the General Assembly which met at

Cleveland, Ohio, in May, 1857.)

Their duty is, to superintend the whole cause of education in behalf of the

said General Assembly, and as it may direct.

The Trustees to be displaced and succeeded by others to be elected in such

time and manner as the said Assembly shall direct.

17. Charter of ''The Trustees of the Board of Education of the Presbyte-

o. s. rian Church in the United States of America."

Successors to be elected by the Board of Education at such times, and in

such manner, as shall be provided by the said General Assembly. Passed

18th Feb., 1841.

18. By-Levuis of the Presbyterian Board of Education, ^it\\ renewed charter

of 13th Feb., 1847.

19. Reports of Joint Committee of the two General Assemblies of 1866,

and of the Special Committee of the 0. S. Assembly of 1867.

20. Minutes of the General Assembly (N. S.) of 1859.

21. Rejjort of Committee on Legal Rights, &c., of General Assembly (N. S.),

1854.
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MINUTES, 1869.

Neio York City, N. Z, May mth, 1869.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States

of America met, agreeably to appointment, in the church of the Covenant, in

the city of New York, N. Y., on Thursday, the 20th of May, 1809, at 11

o'clock A. M., and was opened with a sermon, by the Rev. Jonathan F.

Stearns, D. D., the Moderator of the last Assembly, from John 17 : 21 :

" That they all may be one."

After the sermon, the Assembly was constituted with prayer.

The Committee of Arrangements reported, recommending that the morning

session open at 8? A. M., and close at Vl\ o'clock P. M. ; that the afternoon

session open at 2* o'clock, and close at 5^ o'clock P. M. ; and that the first

hour of the morning session be occupied with devotional exercises. The
report was adopted.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [248]

Tlmrsday, May 20th, 3 o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the previous session were read and approved.

On the report of the Committee on Commissions, the following persons

were enrolled as duly appointed Commissioners of this General Assembly

:

I. SYNOD OF ALBANY.
PRESBYTERIES.

1. Champlain,
2. Troy,

3. Albany,

4. Columbia,

5. Catskill,

1. St. Lawrence,

2. Watertown,

3. Oswego,

4. Uiica,

MINISTERS.

George T. Everest,

James M. Crawford,

George Van Deurs,

Henry Darling, D. D.,

David R. Frazer,

George A. Howard,

ELDERS.

Henry McFadden.
Elijah G. Atwood,
William P. BHss.

Samuel Anable.

Clarence W. Bacon.

David B. Hull.

II. SYNOD OF UTICA.

John Waugh,
John B. Preston,

Henry N. Millerd,

Philemon H. Fowler, D. D.,

S. W. Fisher, D. D., LL.D.,

William A. Eldridge.

William P. Massey, M. D.

Daniel W. Ingersoll.

Horatio G. Torbert, M. D.,

Thomas Williams.

III. SYNOD OF ONONDAGA.
1. Onondaga,
2. Cayuga,

3. Cortland,

4. Tioga,

Sherman B. Canfield, D. D.,

Ezra A. Huntington, D. D.,

Marcus N. Preston,

John V. C. Nellis,

Solon Cobb,

E. Kirby West.

Sylvester Willard, M. D.,

Hon. John Porter.

Henry C. Hendrick, M.D.
Stephen D. Hand, M. D.
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IV. SYNOD OF GENEVA.
PRESBYTERIES.

1. Geneva,

2. Steuben,

3. Cliemimg,

4. Ithaca,

5. Wellsboro,

6. Lyons,

1

.

Otsego,

2. Chenango,

3. Delaware,

1. Buffalo,

MINISTERS.

A. Augustus Wood, D. D.,

David Magie,

Joel Wakeman, D. D.,

Augustus W. Cowles, D. D.,

Alexander 0. Peloubet,

Frederick Graves,

Robert E. Willson,

ELDERS.

Harvey Rice,

Ebenezer B. Jones.

Paul C. Howe.
Hon. William T: Jackson.
Abram G. Opdyke.
Hon. Henry W. Williams.

Henry M. Clark.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Ontario,

Rochester,

Genesee,

Niagara,
Genesee Valley,

V. SYNOD OF SUSQUEHANNA.
Charles Gillette.

Sumner Mandeville, Nelson G. Hunt.
Charles H. De Long, Marsena Benedict.

VI. SYNOD OF GENESEE.
Albert T. Chester, D. D., George W. Tew,
Gros. W. Heacock, D. D., Loring Danforth (2).

Levi Parsons, Orrin S. Gilbert (2).

James B. Shaw, D. D., Frederick Starr,

Alexander McA. Thorburn, Louis Chapin.

John Wickes, Augustus Cowdin.
Edward Payson Marvin, William F. Evans.
Corliss B. Gardner. [249]

VII. SYNOD OF NEW YORK AND
1. Hudson,
2. North River,

3. Long Island,

4. New York, Sd,

5. New York, 4th,

6. Brooklyn,

7. Newark,

8. Rockaway,
9. Montrose,

10. South Carolina,

George Pierson (2),
Edgar W. Clark,

Epher Whitaker,

Robt. Russell Booth, D. D.,

Thomas Street,

James B. Bonar,

William Adams, D. D.,

Thomas S. Hastings, D. D.,

Howard Crosby D. D.,

Norman Seaver, D. D.,

Samuel Carlile,

Jonathan F. Stearns, D. D.,

Daniel W. Poor, D. D.,

Charles T. Haley,
John Ford,

Charles S. Dunning,
Jacob G. Miller,

Silas McKinney.

NEW JERSEY.
Jesse Roe.

George Bates.

Stuart T. Terry.

Cephas Brainerd (6),
Stephen H. Thayer,

George W. Beale.

Hon. William E. Dodge,
George W. Lane,

William A. Cummings.
Nathan Lane,

Harrison Teller, M. D.

William F. Van Wagenen,
Hiram B. Littell,

Frederick G. Burnham.
Hon. Daniel Haines.

Nathan P. Wilcox (2),

LaFayette Fitch (2).

VIII. SYNOD OF PENNSYLVANIA.
1. Wilmington, John Patton, D. D.,

2. Fhiladelj^hia, 3d, William E. Moore,
Z. M. Humphrey, D. D.,

3. Philadelphia, 4th,l\oheYt Adair,

Richard H. Allen, D. D.,

Herrick Johnson, D. D.,

4. Harrishvrgh, Conway P. Wing, D. D.,

5. Dist.of Columbia, BjTon Sunderland, D. D.,

Edward T. Taylor (5).

Hon. William Strong (2),

Hon.Jos.Allison,LL.D. (2)
Samuel T. Bodine,

Charles M. Lukens,

Peter L. Krider (2).

Peter Wilson.

J. Faris Moore.
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PRESBYTERIES.

1. Erie,

2. Meadville,

3. Pittsburgh,

IX. SYNOD OF WEST PENNSYLVANIA.
MINISTERS.

George W. Cleaveland,

Richard Craighead,

William T. Wylie,

ELDERS.

Absalom M. Carson.

Daniel TJber.

Wm. C. Aughinbaugh.

X. SYNOD OF MICHIGAN.
1. Detroit,

2. Monroe,

3. Marshall,

4. Washtenaw,

5. Kalamazoo,
6. Coldwater,

7. Saginaiv,

8. Grand Riv. Val.,

9. Lansing,

Albert E. Hastings,

J. Gordon Jones,

Thomas Sherrard,

Gustavus L. Foster,

John Sailor,

Fred. R. Gallaher, D. D.,

Archibald McSween,
Louis Mills,

J. Evarts Weed,

Hon. Jacob S. Farrand.

Ephraim R. Willard.

Hon. George H. French.

Gershom B. Gillett (2).

Daniel 0. Roberts.

Albert A. Luce.

Youngs E. Benton.
Henry Griffin.

Joseph Mills.

XI. SYNOD OF WESTERN RESERVE.
1. Grand River,

2. Huron,
3. Trumbull,

4. Cleveland and
Portage,

5. Maumee,

Dwight K. Steele (2),
William T. Hart,

Xenophon Betts,

Samuel C. Aiken, D. D.,

James Shaw, D. D.,

Perry C. Baldwin.

Orramel H. Fitch.

Jairus Kennan.
Jonathan Warner.
Hon. John A. Foot,

Thomas D. Crosby.

[250]

XII. SYNOD OF OHIO.

1. Athens, Henry W. Ballantine, Marcus Bosworth.

2. Pataskala, Addison Kingsbury, D. D., Timothy Rose.

3. Franklin, John W. Thompson, John McElroy.
4. Scioto, E. Perkins Pratt, D. D., David C. Anderson (2).

1. Cincinnati,

2. Ripley,

3. Dayton,

4. Hamilton,

XIII. SYNOD OF CINCINNATI.

Cornelius H. Taylor, D. D., Guernsey Y. Roots,

Geoi'ce M. Maxwell, D. D., Francis Ferry.

Henry Osborn,

Rollin A. Sawyer,

Benjamin W. Chidlaw,

John West.

Daniel Keifer.

John Irwin.

1. Salem,

2. Madison,

3. Indianapolis,

4. Green Castle,

XIV. SYNOD OF INDIANA.

Charles Hutchinson, Joseph Loughmiller

Manuel J. Drennan.
Alexander Parker,

Blackford Condit,

William H. Wishard (4).

R. Wilds Jones.

1

.

Cratvfordsville,

2. St. Joseph,

3. Logansport,

4. Fort Wayne,

XV. SYNOD OF WABASH.
Caleb Mills, LL.D., John Foster (2).

George C. Noyes.

Amos Jones, Noah Cory.

Henry L. Brown, Hon. John L. Knight.
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PRESBYTERIES

1. Illinois,

2. Schuyler,

3. Wahash,
4. Alton,

XVI. SYNOD OF ILLINOIS.

ELDERS.

Jolin Crocker.

MINISTERS.

Smith H. Hyde,
William W. Whipple.
Russell D. Van Deursen,

Gideon C. Clark,

James W. Stark,

Eben H. Palmer.
David E. Beatty,

Lewis Potter,

XVII. SYNOD OF PEOEIA.

1. Ottawa, Wellington W. Wells,

2. Knox, Edward H. Curtis,

3. Galena and Belvi- Josiah Leonard,

dere. Edwards Marsh,
4. Chicago, Robert W. Patterson, D. D.,

Arthur Mitchell,

5. Bloomington, Charles H. Palmer,

Charles Merwin.
John Irwin.

Thomas Wilson,

Calvin A. Shaw.
Claudius B. Nelson,

Royal E. Barber.

Benjamin E. Miles.

1

.

Milwaukee,

2. Fox River,

3. Columbus,

4. Lake Superior,

1. Des Moines,

2. Keohuh,
3. loioa City,

4. Dubuque,
5. Chariton,

6. Cedar Hapids,

7. Omaha,

1. Manhato,
2. Minnesota,

3. Winona,

4. Dakota,

XVIII. SYNOD OF WISCONSIN.
John Martin, Owen R. Bacon.
John Fairchild.

Warren Mayo, Ephraim G. Stitt.

George W. Lloyd, John B. Clark (2).

XIX. SYNOD OF IOWA.
Asa Johnson.

Charles R. French,

Abner D. Chapman,
David Blakely,

John Fisher,

John Summers,
George L. Little,

Nathaniel Heizer.

William Ballantyne.

Proctor C. Samson.
Robert M. Evans.

Benjamin K. Adams.
Elmer D. Dimmick. [251]

XX. SYNOD OF MINNESOTA.
Moses N. Adams, William P. McMasters.
Frederick W. Flint, Daniel W. Ingersoll.

Delos E. Wells (2), Andrew B. Coe (2).
Stephen R. Riggs.

XXI. SYNOD OF MISSOURI.
1. St. Louis, Raphael Kessler, James M. Brawner.
2. Northern Missouri, Thomas H. Tatlow, Homer H. Winchell.
3. Lexington, Elijah A. Carson. Charles F. Smith.
4. Osage, Seth G. Clark, ' G. Whitelaw Shield.

1. Kansas,

2. Humboldt,
3. Smoky Hill,

1. Union,

2. Kingston,

3. Holston,

XXII. SY^NOD OF KANSAS.
Victor M. King,
James Lewis,

J. Levis Jones,

Wm. P. Montgomery.
Philetus Fales.

Benj. F. Thayer, M. D.

XXIII. SYNOD OF TENNESSEE.
Isaac Emory, Benj. A. Blackburn (2).
William B. Brown, William S. Potter (2).

Nathan Bachman, Joseph R. Brown (2).
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PRESBYTERIES.

1. Sail Francisco

2. Nevada,
3. San Jose,

XXIV. SYNOD OF ALTA CALIFOKNIA.

MINISTERS. ELDERS.

Alexander M. Stewart.

William W. Brier, David Huber.

General Assembly
Branch,

of the

Rev. William Ormiston, D. D.

Rev. John L. See, D. D.

[252]

CORRESPONDING BODIES.

fRev. Chas. C. Beatty, D. D., LL.D.,
^^''^^'

\ Rev. George W. Musgrave, D. D.,

(Hon. Robert McKnigbt.

2. General Assembly of the Camber-

land Presbyterian Church.

3. General Assembly of the United

Presbyterian Church of JVorth

America.

4. General Assembly of the Free

Church of Scotland.

5. General Assembly of the Presbyte-

rian Church in Ireland.

6. Synod of the Canada Presbyterian

Church,

7. General Synod of the Reformed
Church in America,

8. General Synod of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church in North
America.

9. General Synod of the German Re-

formed Church in the United

States.

10. General Synod of the Evangelical

Lutheran Church in the United

States.

11. General Conference of the Congre-

gational Churches of Maine.

12. General Association of New
Hampshire.

13. General Convention of Vermont.

14. General Association of the Con-

gregational C hurches of Massa-
chusetts,

15. General Association of Connecticut,

16. Presbyterian and Congregational

Convention of Wisconsin.

17. Union of Evangelical Churches of
France.

Tbe Rev. Philemon H. Fowler, D. D., of the Presbytery of Utica, was

elected Moderator, and inducted into office.

The Rev. George A. Howard, of the Presbytery of Catskill, and the Rev.

William E. Moore, of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Third, were chosen

Temporary Clerks.

The docket of business was read by the Stated Clerk.

The General Rules for Judicatories, contained in the Appendix to the

Constitution, were adopted as the Rules of this Assembly.

Rev. Edward Strong, D. D.

Rev. Robert G. Vermilye, D. D.
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The reception of the Synodical Records, Statistical Reports, Narratives,

and all papers intended for the Assembly, was made the first order of the

day for to-morrow morning.

The printed Minutes of the last Assembly were distributed among the

members.
Ordered, That the usual niimber of copies of the Roll be printed, under

the direction of the Stated Clerk.

Resolved, That the responses of the Presbyteries to the Overture on Re-

union be referred for collation and a classified report to the Rev. Henry
Darling, D. D., Rev. Arthur Mitchell, Rev. Charles S. Dunning, and Messrs.

Nathan Lane and Guernsey Y. Roots.

Ordered, That, for the future, a Standing Committee be appointed, to

whom shall be referred so much of the annual report of the Permanent Com-
mittee on Home Missions, as relates to the Freedmens Department.

Resolved, That a Committee of five ministers and five elders be appointed,

to-morrow morning, by the Moderator, to confer with any like Committee of

the Assembly of the other branch on the subject of Reunion.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 8J o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer. [253]

Friday, May 21s/', 8J o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional exer-

cises.

The Roll was called, and the Minutes of the last session were read and
approved.

A communication from the Synod of the Canada Presbyterian Church,
accrediting a deputation of two of its members to this General Assembly,
was referred for consideration and report to the Rev. Samuel W. Fisher, D. D.,

Rev. George M. Maxwell, D. D., and Rev. James B. Bonar.

The Moderator announced the following Standing Committees

:

1. Bills and Overtures. Ministers—Albert T. Chester, D. D., Byron
Sunderland, D. D., Robert Russell Booth, D. D., Charles S. Dunning, Henry
W. Ballantine, John Fairchild. Elders — Hon. John A. Foot, Horatio G.
Torbert, M. D., Samuel Anable, Joseph Loughmiller, Noah Cory.

2. Jxidicial Committee. Ministers—Conway P. Wing, D. D., Samuel C.

Aiken, D. D., John Waugh, James Shaw, D. D., Robert E. Willson, Richard
Craighead. Elders—Hon. John Porter, Hon. William T. Jackson, Frederick

G. Burnham, Jairus Kennan, Royal E. Barber.

3. Polity of the Church. Ministers—Henry Darling, D. D., E. Perkins

Pratt, D. D., Xenophon Betts, Epher Whitaker, George Pierson, Russell D.

Van Deursen. Elders—Hon. Henry W. Williams, Stephen H. Thayer,

Charles M. Lukens, Timothy Rose, Ephraim R. Willard.

4. Foreign Missions. Ministers—Grosvenor W. Heacock, D. D., Stephen

R. Riggs, Alexander M. Stewart, Gustavus L. Foster, J. Evarts Weed, Charles

H. Palmer. Elders—Frederick Starr, Claudius B. Nelson, Elijah G. Atwood,
Proctor C. Samson, Jonathan Warner.

5. Education. Ministers—Ezra A. Huntincton, D. D., George M. Maxwell.

D. D., Augustus H. Cowles. D. D., Caleb Mills, LL. D., John Patton, D. D.j

Charles Hutchinson. Elders.—Sylvester Willard, M. D., George W. Lane,

Frederick G. Burnham. Daniel Keifer. Benjamin F. Thayer, M. D. [254]
6. Home Missions. Ministers—Zephaniah Humphrey, D. D., Cornelius H.

Taylor, D. D., William W. Brier, J. Levis Jones, Frederick R. Gallaher, D. D.,

Norman Seaver, D. D. Elders—Thomas Williams, George W. Tew, William
Ballantyne, William C. Aughinbaugh, James M. Brawner.
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7. Freedmen. Ministers—Arthur Mitcliell, Joel Wakeman, D. D., Silas

McKinney, William T. Wylie, Jacob G. Miller, William B. Brown. Elders—
Nathan Lane, John West, Hiram B. Littell, William P. Bliss, J. Faris

Moore.

8. Puhlication. Ministers—Thomas S. Hastings, D. D., A. Augustus
Wood, D. D., Levi Parsons, Wellington W. Wells, Richard H. Allen, D. D.,

George T. Everest. Elders—Yvllliam A. Cummings, Elmer D. Dimmick, G.

Whitelaw Shield, David E. Beatty, Daniel 0. Boberts.

9. Church Erection. Ministers—Herrick Johnson, D. D., Rollin A. Saw-
yev, George C. Noyes, Bapliael Kessler, Henry N. Millerd, Edward P. Mar-
vin. Elders—Ebenezer B. Jones, Guernsey Y. Roots, E. Kirby West, Louis

Chapin, Daniel W. Ligersoll.

lU. Sabbath-schools. ^linisters—Daniel W. Poor, D. D., Alexander MeA.
Thorburn, Isaac Emory, George Van Deurs, Benjamin W. Chidlaw, Thomas
Street. Elders—Joseph Mills, Eben H. Palmer, Calvin A. Shaw, Owen R.

Bacon, Stephen D. Hand, M. D.

IL Ministerial Relief. Ministers—Sherman B. Canfield, D. D., William

W. Whipple, Marcus N. Preston, Alexander Parker, John Sailor, Henry
Osborn. Elders—Hon. George H. French, Harvey Rice, Augustus Cowdin,

R. Wilds Jones, Homer H. Winchell.

12. Narrative of Religion. Ministers—David Magie, Addison Kingsbury,

D. D., Solon Cobb, Charles Gillette, George W. Cleaveland, J. Gordon Jones.

Elders—Yienvy McFadden, Henry M. Clark, Harrison Teller, M. D., Peter

Wilson, Thomas B. Crosby.

13. Mileage of Commissioners. Elders—Francis Ferry, George W. Beale,

Samuel T. Bodine. [255]
14. Devotional Exercises. Ministers—Howard Crosby, D. D., James B.

Bonar, Robert Adair, Charles T. Haley, Sumner Mandeville, James M. Craw-

ford. Elders—William P. Montgomery, Henry C. Hendrick, M. D., Alvan G.

Opdyke, George Bates, John B. Clark.

15. Leave of Absence. Ministers—Josiah Leonard, George L. Little, Fred-

erick W. Flint, William T. Hart, John V. C. Nellis, Alexander 0. Peloubet.

Elders—William T. Van Wagenen, Youngs E. Benton, Henry Griffen,

Orramcl H. Fitch, David B. Hull.

The Moderator also announced the following Committees on Synodical

Records

:

1. Synod of Albany. Ministers—John Wickes, Charles H. De Long,

Corliss B. Gardner. Elders—John McElroy, Lewis Potter.

2. Synod of Utica. Ministers—Samuel Carlile, John Ford, William E.

Moore. Elders—Charles Marvin, John Irwin.

3. Synod of Onondaga. Ministers—Amos Jones, Henry L. Brown, Gideon

C. Clark. Elders—Owen R. Bacon, Ephraim G. Stitt.

4. Synod of Geneva. Ministers—John Martin, Warren Mayo, George W.
Lloyd. Elders—Nathaniel Heizer, Robert M. Evans.

5. Synod of Susquehanna. Ministers—James W. Stark, Wellington W.
AVells, Edward H. Curtis. A7(7e)s— Charles F. Smith, William P. McMasters.

6. Synod of Genesee. Ministers—Moses N. Adams, Frederick W^. Flint,

Elijah A. Carson. Elders—John Irwin, John West.

7. Synod of Neiv York and Neio Jersey. Ministers—Thomas H. Tatlow,

Seth G. Clark, Victor M. King. Elders—Philetus Fales, David Huber.

8. Synod, of Pennsylvania. Afinisfers—John B. Preston, David R. Frazer,

Corliss B. Gardner. Elders—Henry McFadden, Elijah G. Atwood.

9. Synod of West Pennsylvania. Ministers—George L. Little, John Sum-
mers, John Fisher. Elders—William P. Bliss, Samuel Anable. [256]
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10. Synod of Michigan. 3Iinisters—Nathan Bachman, James Lewis, David
Blakely. Elders—Clarence W. Bacon, David B. Hull.

11. Synod of Western Reserve. Ministers—Abner D. Chapman, Charles R.

French, Asa Johnson. Elders—William A. Eldridge, Daniel W. Ingersoll.

12. Synod of Ohio. Ministers—Blackford Condit, Manuel J. Drennan,

Perry C. Baldwin. ^Mers—Horatio G. Torbert, M. D., Thomas Williams.

13. Synod of Cincinnati. Ministers—John W. Thompson, Louis Mills,

Thomas Sherrard. Elders—^. Kirby West, Sylvester Willard, M. D.

14. Synod of Indiana. 3Iinisfers—Albert E. Hastings, ]-!]dgar W. Clark,

George T. Everest. Elders—Hon. John Porter, Henry C. Hendricks, M. D.

15. Synod of Wahash. 3Iinisters—James M. Crawford. George Van Deurs,

David R. Frazer. Elders—Ebenezer R. Jones, Harvey Rice.

IG. Synod of Illinois. Ministers—John Waugh, John B. Preston, Henry
N. Millerd. Elders—Hon William T. Jackson, Abram G. Opdyke.

17. Synod of Peoria. Ministers—Marcus N. Preston, John V. C. Nellis,

Solon Cobb. Elders—Henvj M. Clark, Nelson G. Hunt.
18. Synod of Wisconsin. Ministers—David Magie, Joel Wakeman, D. D.,

Alexander 0. Peloubet. Elders—Frederick Starr, George W. Tew.
19. Synod of Iowa. Ministers—Robert E. Willson, Charles Gillette, Sum-

ner Mandeville. Elders—Louis Chapin, Augustus Cowdin.

20. Synod of Minnesota. Ministers—Levi Parsons, Alexander McA. Thor-

burn, John Wickes. Elders—William F. Evans, Jesse Roe.

21. Synod of Missouri. Ministers—Edward P. Marvin, Corliss B. Gardner,

George Pierson. Elders—George Bates, Stiiart T. Terry.

22. Synod of Tennessee. Ministers—Edgar W. Clark, Epher Whitaker,

Thomas Street. Elders—Stephen H. Thayer, George W. Beale. [257]
23. Synod of Alta California. Ministers—James B. Bonar, Samuel Carlile,

Charles T. Haley. Elders—William A. Cummings, George W. Lane.

The Moderator also announced the following Special Committee

:

On Reunion. Ministers—William Adams, D. D., Robert W. Patterson,

D. D., Samuel W. Fisher, D. D., LL.D., Jonathan F. Stearns, D. D., James
B. Shaw, D. D. Elders—Hon. William Strong, Hon. Daniel Haines, Hon.
William E. Dodge, Hon. Jacob S. Farrand, Hon. John L. Knight.

The Records of the Synods, the Narratives, the Statistical Reports, and
other papers from the Presbyteries, were received, and appropriately re-

ferred.

The annual report of the Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions was
read, and referred to the corresponding Standing Committee.

The Committee on the Reunion of the two branches of the Presbyterian

Church, continued by the last Assembly, presented a report, which was
referred to the Special Committee on Reunion, just appointed.

The annual report of the Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions was
read, and referred to the corresponding Standing Committee.

A communication was received from the General Assembly in session at

the Brick church, announcing that a Committee of Conference, consisting of

the Rev. George W. Musgrave, D. D., Rev. A. G. Hall, D. D., Rev. Lyman
Atwater, D. D., Rev. Willis Lord, D. D., Rev. Henry R. Wilson, D. D., and
the Elders. Robert Carter, J. C. Grier, Charles D. Drake, Henry Day, and
William ^I. Francis, had been appointed to confer with a similar Committee,
if appointed by this Assembly, on the subject of the Reunion of the two
branches of the Presbyterian Church, to report during the present sessions,

and at as early a day as practicable, what further action, if any, should be
taken on the subject.

The Stated Clerk was directed to acknowledge the receipt of the communi-
36
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cation, and to state that a similar Committee, with like purpose, has been
appointed by this Assembly.

Adjourned until 'l\ o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [258]

Friday, Mmj 21s^, 1\ o'cloch P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Treasurer of the Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions presented

his annual report, which was referred to the Standing Committee.

The annual reports of the Education Committee, of the Trustees of the

Pres))yterian House, of the Executive Committee of the Ministerial Pielief

Fund, of the Presbyterian Publication Committee, and of the Trustees of

the Church Erection Fund, were severally read and I'eferred to the appro-

priate Standing Committees.

The report of the Treasurer of the General Assembly was read, and

referred to Messrs. Nathan Lane and Sylvester Willard, M. D., for audit.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 8| o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, May 2.2d, 8f o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional exer-

cises.

The Roll was called, and the Minutes of the last session were read and

approved.

The annual report of the Permanent Committee on Sabbath-schools was
read, and referred to the corresponding Standing Committee.

A recommendation of the Committee on Bills and Overtures, in answer to

Overtures from four Presbyteries, asking for a reduction of the apportion-

ment to meet the expen.ses of the General Assembly, was referred to the

Mileage Committee.

The reports of the Eev. Daniel W. Lathrop, the Delegate to the General

Association of Connecticut, of the Rev. Joseph T. Duryea, D. D., the Dele-

gate to the General Association of New Hampshire, and of the Rev. Francis

B. Wheeler, the Delegate to the General Synod of the Reformed Church in

America, were read and accepted.

The report of the Rev. Philemon H. Fowler, D. D., the Delegate to the

Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland, and to the Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church of Ireland, was read, and, having been accepted, its

suggestions were referred for consideration and report to the Rev. Robert

Russell Booth, D. D., the Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., and the Hon.

Joseph Allison, LL.D. [259]
The Assembly, on invitation, resolved to meet, in joint prayer-meeting,

with the Assembly of the other branch, at the Brick church, on Monday
morning, from 8v o'clock to D^ o'clock.

Resolved, That while this Assembly sympathize most heartily with the

noble and touching tribute to be paid to the memory of our buried soldiers

whose lives were sacrificed in the cause of the Union, as, under the auspices

of the Grand Army of the Republic, their graves are to be decorated with

floral offerings, yet we enter our most earnest protest against the proposed

unnecessary desecration of the Sabbath for this purpose ; and urgently re-

quest the proper authorities to appoint the next Saturday as the time for

this interesting ceremony.

A Committee, consisting of the Rev. Zephaniah Humphrey, D. D., the

Rev. Benjamin W. Chidlaw, and Mr. Frederick Starr, was appointed to re-
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port this action of the Assembly to the officers of the Grand Army, and to

make such further publication as may seem to be called for.

Adjourned until Monday morning, at 9| o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 24:th, 9 J o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The further calling of the Roll was dispensed with, until the closing ses-

sion of the x\ssembly.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee on the collation of answers from the Presbyteries, to the

Overture on Reunion sent down by the last Assembly, presented the follow-

ing report ; which was accepted and referred to the Special Committee on

Conference respecting Reunion.

The Special Committee appointed to collate the answers of the Presby-

teries to the Overture on the subject of Reunion sent down to them by
order of the last Assembly, respectfully report : That the following Presby-

teries have expressed their approval, giving their consent to the Reunion of

the two branches of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, on the

basis proposed by the Joint Committee of thirty, and approved by the two
Assemblies meeting in May, 1868, respectively, in Albany, N. Y., and Har-
risburgh, Pa., viz. :—Champlain, Troy, xllbany, Coluiubia, Catskill, St. Law-
rence, Watertown, Oswego, Utica, Onondaga, Cayuga, Cortland, Tioga, Ge-
neva, Steuben, Chemung, Ithaca, WelLsborough, Lyons, Otsego, Chenango,
Delaware, BuiFalo, Ontario, Rochester, Genesee, Niagara, Genesee Valley,

Hudson, North River, Long Island, New York, 3d, New York, 4th,

Bi'ook[2G0]lyn, Newark, Rockaway, Montrose, Wilmington, Philadelphia,

.3d, Philadelphia, 4th, Harrisburgh, Erie, JMeadville, Pittsburgh, Monroe,
Marshall, Kalamazoo, Cold Water, Lansing, Grand River, Huron, Trum-
bull, Cleveland and Portage, Athens, Pataskala, Franklin, Scioto, Cincin-

nati, Ripley, Dayton, Hamilton, Salem, Madison, Indianapolis, Green Castle,

Crawfordsville, St. Joseph, Logansport, Fort Wayne, Illinois, Schuyler, Wa-
bash, Alton, Ottawa, Knox, Bloomington, Milwaukee, Fox River, Columbus,
Lake Superior, Des Moines, Keokuk, Iowa City, Dubuque, Cedar Rapids,
Omaha, Mankato, Minnesota, Dakota, St. Louis, Osage, Lexington, Kansas,
Union, Holston, San Francisco, Northern Missouri, Nevada, San Jose, and
Humboldt. In all 100.

The following Presbyteries have answered the Overture in the negative

:

District of Columbia, Detroit, Wa.shtenaw, Chicago.—4.

The Committee also report, for the information of the Assembly, the
action of its Presbyteries on the general subject of Reunion in the follow-

ing particulars : First, the Presbyteries assenting to the amending of the
Ba.sis by the omission, first, of that part of the Basis in the first article

which begins with the wbrds " it being understood," and ends with the
words " in the separate churches ;"' and, second, of the whole of the tenth
article; are as follows: Troy, Albany, Columbia. Watertown, Utica, Onon-
daga, Cayuga, Cortland, Geneva, Chemung, Wellsborough, Tioga, Otsego,
Ontario. Rochester, Genesee, Genesee Valley, Hudson, North River, Long
Island, New York, 3d, New York, 4th, Brooklyn, Newark, Montrose, Phila-

delphia, 4th, Harrisburgh. District of Columbia, Erie, Detroit, Monroe. Mar-
shall, Saginaw, Lansing, Grand River, Huron, Trumbull, Cleveland and Por-
tage. Maumec, Athens. Pataskala, Franklin, Scioto, Cincinnati. Ripley, Dayton,
Salem, Indianapolis, Green Castle, Crawfordsville. St. Joseph, Logansport,
Fort Wayne, Illinois, Schuyler, Wabash, Ottawa, Knox, Chicago, Blooming-
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ton, Fox River, Lake Superior, Des Moines, Mankato, Minnesota, Winona,
Dakota, St. Louis, Lexington, Chariton, Cedar Rapids, Belvidere, San Jose,

Humboldt, Holston.—75. The Presbyteries expressing their dissent to

these proposed amendments of the Basis are : Catskill, Pittsburgh. Dubuque.
o

The following Presbyteries express rather a preference or a willingness to

have the Reunion accomplished upon the simple Basis of the standards

:

Genesee Valley, Wilmington. Meadville, Pataskala, Rochester, Niagara,

Huron, Cincinnati, Dayton, Hamilton, Columbus, Kansas, Chariton, Che-

nango.—14.

The Presbyteries of Scioto, Logansport, Ottawa, Lyons, and Northern

Missouri add to this expression of their willingness to have the Reunion

thus accomplished, the condition that three-fourths " of the Presbyteries

assent."

The following Presbyteries express a desire that the General Assembly
should consummate this Reunion without again referring the proposed Basis

of it to them, and in their own language [201] empower and authorize the

As.sembly so to do: Champlain, Troy, Albany, St. Lawrence, Watertown,

Oswego, Cayuga, Otsego, Buffalo, North River, Detroit, Grand River Valley,

Athens, Ripley, Madison, Wabash, Keokuk, Mankato. St. Louis, Humboldt,

Winona, Steuben, Knox, Iowa City, Galena, and Belvidere.—26.

The Presbyteries of Philadelphia, 4th, and Pittsburgh, express their oppo-

sition to Reunion upon any basis that has not been specifically approved by

a majority of the Presbyteries of each class.

Several Presbyteries append to their action on this question certain condi-

tions besides those already mentioned. These are as follows : The Presby-

tery of Knox, in assenting to the proposed amendment of the first article of

the basis, add, " Provided all reasonable liberty in interpretation be not

relinquished."

The Presbytery of Philadelphia, 4th, say, " It must, however, be well

understood that, by agreeing to the omis.sions in question, the Presbytery do

not relinquish nor deny the right to all reasonable liberty in the statement

of views and the interpretation of the standards not impairing the integrity

of the Calvinistic system."

The Presbytery of Huron pas^sed the following resolution :

Resolved, That we say to the General Assembly that in any case we shall

always claim the right, according to the Constitution of the Church and the

Plan of Union, to deal with the Congregational churches now on our roll

without interference from the higher judicatories of the Church.

The Presbytery of Maumee ask for certain specified changes in the second

article of the basis, and would have it construed as directory and advisory,

and not as imperative.

The Presbytery of Washtenaw, in replying negatively to the motion of

the Assembly, express conviction that the first step in the negotiations for

Reunion should be the repeal of the exscinding acts and the imperative rule

in I'espect to presbyterial examinations.

The Rev. Charles C. Beatty, D. D., LL.D., the Rev. George W. Musgrave,

D. D., and the Hon. Robert McKnight, the Delegates of the General Assem-

bly now in session at the Brick church, addressed the Assembly, and were

responded to by the Moderator.

The Rev. John L. See, D. D., the Delegate of the General Synod of the

Reformed Church, the Rev. Edward Strong, D. D., the Delegate of the Gen-

eral Association of the Congregational Churches of Massachusetts, and the

Rev. Robert G. Vermilye, D. D., the Delegate of the General Association
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of Connecticut, addressed the Assembly, and were responded to by the

Moderator.

Adjourned until 2^ o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer. [262]

Monday, May Mth, 2 J o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions presented their report, which
was accepted and recommitted.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported on several Overtures,

urging the importance of diminishing the expense of sending Delegates to

Corresponding Bodies, and recommended the following answer : That it is

inexpedient at present to make any change of the rule or usage of the Gen-
eral Assembly on this subject.

The report was adopted.

The same Committee, in answer to an Overture asking some action of the

Assembly in regard to street-preaching, reported the following resolution

:

Resolved, That we esteem it an imperative and solemn duty of the churches,

to put forth strenuous and persistent efforts to reach the unevangelized mul-

titudes of our villages, towns and cities ;
that we hold, that any failure in this

respect is not the fault of the Presbyterian polity, but of the men who work
it; that we enjoin all the ministers, elders, and members of our churches to

use all feasible methods to bring the Gospel in contact with the minds and
hearts of those outside of our churches.

The report was adopted.

The same Committee, in answer to an Overture from the Presbytery of

Lyons, (1) on the unstable connection between ministers and churches, (2)
on the inadequate supply of our churches, and (3) on the introduction of a

Sustentation Fund System, recommended the following resolutions :

1. That, while the instability of the pastoral relation arises out of the

uneasiness incident to growing and changing communities, and so cannot be

removed by legislation, still the Presbyteries themselves can do much to

abate it, by honoring the pastoral relation, and declining, except in extraordi-

nary cases, to ordain young men as evangelists, to serve as stated supplies.

2. That the Presbyteries be instructed to appoint a Standing Committee
on Vacancies, whose duty it shall be to negotiate between ministers and

vacant churches, and endeavor to secure the regular preaching of the Gospel

in every church.

3. That it is inexpedient to take any action concerning a Sustentation Fund
at this time.

The report was adopted.

The same Committee, in answer to an Overture on the subject of Ministers

Without Charge, and Vacant Churches, reported the following recommenda-
tions : [263]

1. That the attention of the Synods be called to the rule adopted by the

General Assembly of 1834, (Minutes, page 450, and Digest, page 05,) namely :

" That, when ministers have withdrawn in whole or in part from the work
of the ministry, it be enjoined upon the Presbyteries to which they belong

to require of such ministers their reasons for so doing ;
which reasons are to

be put on record by the Presbytery with an expression of their approbation

or disappi'obation of the same."

2. That the Synods be required at their next regular meeting to obtain

replies from their several Presbyteries to the (two following) questions,

namely

:
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(1.) Whether the above recited rule of the Assembly of 1834 has been

observed by the Presbytery.

(2.) Whether proper discipline has been exercised, in cases where the

reasons for withdrawal from ministerial duty have been disapproved by the

Presbytery ;
and also in cases of habitual absence from the meetings of the

Presbytery without the rendering of sufficient excuse.

The report was adopted.

The report of the Standing Committee on Foreign Missions was again

presented, adopted, and is as follows

:

The Standing Committee, to whom was referred the report of the Per-

manent Committee on Foreign Missions, beg leave respectfully to report

:

That they regard the labors of your Permanent Committee with unqualified

interest and satisfaction, and they indulge the cheerful and confident hope,

that, through the blessing of God upon the wise plans and faithful efi^orts

which that Committee have set on foot, a practical and thorough interest in

the o-reat work of Foreign Missions is to be extended throughout all the

churches of our communion, till not one vshall be found which will not,

according to its measure, respond to the spirit of the great command, " Go

ye into all the world,. and preach the Gospel to every creature."

Nor are we at all discouraged in this hope, by the large number of churches

which are reported to us as having made no collection for this cause during

the past year. INIany of our churches have doubtless failed to report their

collections, many more of them are feeble churches, destitute of a stated

ministry and the regular ordinances of the Gospel.

We do not mention these facts to excuse, but to explain, and to say, that

we believe that the considerate and earnest supervision, which it is the special

office and care of your Permanent Committee to exercise in this matter, will

soon reach most, if not all, of these churches, and, exciting within them the

large and catholic spirit of Christian Missions, will make the weak strong,

and the strong stronger.

INIoreover, we take to ourselves, as pastors and teachers of the churches—

as we believe is our solemn duty before God—the chief responsibility in this

matter, and we say with all solemnity, [264] If the churches do not regard

the great cause of the world's evangelization as they ought, the responsi-

bility is chiefly with the ministry of the churches.

A ministry, whose hearts are all aflame with the intense fire of the Mis-

sionary impulse, will set the heart of the Church aglow with the same spirit.

It should burn in our hearts with a fervor, which neither the indifference nor

worldliness of the churches, nay, which many and great waters, cannot

quench. And this responsibility of ours is greatly increased from the con-

sideration, that the very life and spirituality of the Church itself largely

depend on a deeper and more self-sacrificing consecration to this work.

It is in this direction, that we welcome and applaud the office and opera-

tions of your Committee. That Committee can make its voice heard in the

Synods and Presbyteries, and through them in the churches.

We welcome its agency, for a closer supervision of this work, through

synodical and pre.sbyterial" Committees on Foreign Missions in all the Synods

and Presbyteries of the Church. We believe this to be the best and truest

way to reach the separate churches, and to develop in them the spirit of this

work. We ask them to speak to us, in the name and with the authority

of the crreat Author of the Gospel and its ineffable grace, to unfold and

emphasize upon our minds the mighty and commanding force of the evan-

gelical impulse.

Sheldon Dibble once said, that a man must be as truly convicted and con-
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verted on the missionary question, in order to be a missionary, as a sinner

must be convicted and converted in order to his being a Christian. Ought we
not to act on this principle among the churches ?

The work of the world's evangelization accumulates, in its highest inten-

sity, the whole force of the evangelical motive. Let that motive be un-
folded and expounded : the world in its vast and deep ruin throwing us back
upon the infinite and glorious energies of the Cross ; the moral misery of the

race upon the riches of the divine redemption—" Deep calling unto deep."

Let these voices find repeated utterance in words of profound and earnest

appeal. Let us believe, that we have a right to be heard again and again,

in the interests of such a cause, the cause of Christ's glory and the redemp-
tion of men.

It is on such motives as these that we may and must chiefly rely. The
Church will not give even its surplus wealth to a cause whose claims are

either impertinent or impotent ; the claims of this great cause are tran-

scendent.

And, when your Permanent Committee have thus spoken to the conscience

and heart of the Church, let them proceed undiscouraged in the more patient

and practical work of finding, for the expression of this awakened interest,

both a time and a mode, a season and a channel.

Let them, through the Presbyterial Committees, seek to increase among
the churches both the observance of, and the interest which [2G5] ought to

attach to the Monthly Concert, urging that that intei'est can alone be ren-

dered intelligent and earnest, by frequent reports of missionary labors and
successes, missionary toils and triumphs, from the far-oiF fields of missionary
work. Thus let your Committee seek to develop the large and loving, and
yet systematic, benevolence of the Church in this cause. The results of
such patient effort on their part will be worth all and vastly more than all

the labor they may cost.

We desire that the Assembly should heartily commend and encourage the

Committee, in endeavoring to overtake such a close, comprehensive, and
vigorous supervision of this work.

We cannot close this paper without, in the name of the Assembly, send-
ing the " All hail !" of a fraternal and affectionate greeting to the dear
brethren and sisters of our branch of the Church, who, in distant lands, or

among the scattered tribes of our own country, are seeking to make known
" the unsearchable riches of Christ." A tender sympathy thrills our hearts

as we bear them in prayer to the throne of the heavenly grace. In the sight

of God, we hold ourselves bound, not only to Christ, but to them also, that
their labors and sacrifices shall not be in vain, but shall be carried forward to

their glorious and world-wide consummation.
We also desire to expi'ess our large and continued confidence in that great

organization through which we are carrying forward the work of Foreign
Missions—the A. B. C. F. M., a name highly and justly honored, as among
the most venei'able and successful of all the missionary organizations of
the age.

The terms of five members of the Permanent Committee expire with the

present Assembly. We recommend the re-appointment of three of that

number, namely : Walter S. Griffith, Thomas Bond, and Nathan Lane ; and
the appointment of Robert Jaffray in the place of Horace J. Poinier, re-

.^igned
; and of George Endicott, in the place of Hon. John E. Torrey,

whose distant residence renders it inconvenient for him to attend the .sessions

of the Committee in this city.

The Auditing Committee reported that they had found the account of the
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Treasurer correct ; they recommended its approval, and that it be printed in

the Appendix to the Minutes.

The report was adopted.

Adjourned until to-morrow at 8| o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday. May 25th, 8f o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional

exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved. [266]
The Special Committee on Manses and Ministerial Libraries reported prog-

ress, and were continued.

On the recommendation of the respective Committees, the Records of the

Synods of Western Reserve, Geneva, Missouri, Albany, Illinois, Michigan,

Iowa, Peoria, Pennsylvania, Indiana, West Pennsylvania, Minnesota, Susque-
hanna, Alta California, Genesee, Utica, Ohio, New York and New Jersey,

Wabash and Wisconsin, were approved as far as written. The Committees
on the Records of the Synods of Cincinnati and Onondaga reported that the

Records had not been placed in their hands ; and they were accordingly dis-

charged.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported an Overture from the

Presbytery of Des 3Ioines, as follows :

A church has been dissolved by the Presbytery, letters having been given

the members to unite with any evangelical church where God may, in his

providence, cast their lot.

One of these members holds such a letter more than eighteen months old,

not having used said letter. Is such a member amenable to the Presbytery,

and is the Presbytery under obligation to receive, entertain, and pass upon a

complaint entered against such party, holding said letter?

The Committee recommend that this Overture be answered in the affirm-

ative, on the following grounds :

1. That every church-member is amenable to some appropriate tribunal,

and that, in the case specified in the Overture, this tribunal must be the

Presbytery.

2. That every member of a church continues to be amenable to that church,

until he becomes regularly connected with another.

The same Committee reported papers showing that, at a meeting of the

Synod of Missouri, on the third of October, 1869, three Presbyteries, namely,

the Presbyteries of Kansas, Humboldt, and Smoky Hill, were erected out of

the Presbytery of Kansas, for the purpose of being erected into a Synod, to

be called "the Synod of Kansas," by the General Assembly, and also that

the Presbyteries so erected have severally made application to the same

effect. The Committee recommend, that the request be granted
;
and that

the Assembly order, that the Pre.?byteries of Kansas, Humboldt, and Smoky
Hill, now within the bounds of the Synod of Missouri, be erected into a Synod

to be called " the Synod of Kansas ;
" that its first meeting be held in the

city of Lawrence, on the second Thursday of October next, at T? o'clock P. M.,

and that the Rev. William H. Smith, of the Presbytery of Kansas, (or, in his

absence, the next senior minister present,) preach the opening sermon, and

act as Moderator, until his successor be appointed by the Synod.

The report was adopted. [267]

The same Committee reported the following question :

Is it expedient that the Assembly, by a standing rule, require its Perma-

nent Committees, in their reports, to give the percentage of cost in connection
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with the amount of funds raised, together with a comparison, in this partic-

ular, with the preceding year?
In answer the Committee proposed the following resolution :

Resolved^ That, inasmuch as several of the benevolent enterprises of the
Church are in their infancy, such a standing rule as is proposed would be
unfair in its operation, and its adoption would therefore be inexpedient.

The report was adopted.

The Standing Committee on Sabbath-schools presented their report, which
was adopted, and is as follows

:

No observer of signs can fail to note that the institution of Sabbath-schools
is acquiring a broader and deeper hold on the Christian mind of the country,

and is gathering to itself influences and agencies which make it a great and
growing power in the land. It has its own extensive literature, its own par-

ticular public advocates, and its institutes and conventions, both local and
national. Already has it, in many churches, absorbed the vitality of the
second Sabbath service, and even displaced it altogether. To its instrvimen-

tality, thus encouraged and developed, many of our churches are largely

indebted for their steady increase. This magnitude of importance has been
reached, to a great extent, through the efforts of laymen devoted to the cause.

Yet, with all that has been done, it is plain that all the capacities for good
which lie in this institution have not been fully developed. We seem to be
only at the beginning of a new stage of progress, in reference to it.

The question before the Assembly is. Shall we let this power work on as

it has clone and take care of itself, or shall we bring it under our distinct

recognition, and give it, as far as may be, our fostering and regulating influ-

ence ? Thus far the Assembly has felt that something ought to be done,

without at the same time being willing to afford the means for doing any-
thing. It is an attitude which your Committee deem unworthy of this body,
and dishonorable to the cause thus treated. A clear line of policy should
be determined upon and adopted, or the whole matter should be entirely

dropped.

It is, therefore, with no disparagement to the cause of Sabbath-schools
that your Committee recommend the following preamble and resolution

:

Whereas, The pi'oper management of the Sabbath-school interest, in con-

nection with our body, can only be secured through the appointment of a

Permanent Secretary, whom the Assembly has not the means of sustaining

;

and [268]
Whereas^ The possible change in the future constituency of this body

renders the adoption of any new measures at this juncture unadvisable.

Resolved, That the Sabbath-school Committee be, and hereby is, at its own
request, disbanded.

Adjourned until 2; o'clock P. M.

Tuesday, May 25 fh, 2} o'clock P. 31.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.
The Special Committee appointed by the last Assembly, at the suggestion

of the Presbyterian Convention held in Philadelphia, for conference with
other Presbyterian bodies concerning Union, presented a report, which was
accepted, and referred to the Standing Committee on Reunion.
The Committee, to whom was referred the communication of the Synod

of the Canada Presbyterian Church, presented a report, which was adopted,
and is as follows :

The Committee to whom was referred the communication from the Synod
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of the Canada Presbyterian Church—a Church recently formed by the union
of the Free and United Presbyterian Synods of Canada—would recommend
to the Assembly the adoption of the following resolutions

:

1. That the Assembly would heartily reciprocate the expressions of kind
feeling and Christian esteem toward us, contained in their communication.

2. That the Assembly express their willingness to enter into correspond-

ence with this body by an interchange of Delegates, on the same conditions

which characterize our correspondence with other ecclesiastical bodies.

3. That the Rev. William Ormiston, D. D., the only one present of the

Delegates appointed by the Synod of the Canada Presbyterian Church to

open this correspondence, be now admitted as a correspondent to the floor

of the Assembly.
4. That the Assembly appoint a Delegate to attend the sessions of the

Canada Synod, to meet at Hamilton, on the eighth day of June next, to

convey to the members of that body our fraternal salutations, and consult

with them on the common interests of our Redeemer's kingdom.
The Standing Committee on Publication presented their report, which was

adopted, and is as follows

:

The Standing Committee on Publication, to whom was referred the report

of the Permanent Committee, congratulate the Asseni[2G9]bly on the steady

and substantial advance from year to year which this important cause is

making, in its hold on the intelligent sympathy of our churches. Our
Church has been slow in accepting this cause, as a necessity to the com-
pleteness of her equipment for the field. She has been reluctant to cherish

an enterprise, which seemed to many to be imposed upon her chiefly by the

demands of her separateness, and by the usages of sister Churches. There
has been a skepticism on this subject, growing out of a chronic aversion to

the least appearance of exclusiveness, and also out of a reasonable fear of

creating a financial power within the Church which might become intrusive,

assuming, and arbitrary, gradually embarrassing our liberties, and awaken-
ing jealousies and suspicions, from which we have been, and would fain con-

tinue to be, free. It is not to be denied that, in other Churches, large and
cumbrous publishing interests have sometimes proved unwieldy, and have
exerted a kind and a degree of influence, that have given some occasion for

the fear and the caution which have been manifested among us. But, on
the other hand, it is maintained with great and—as it seems to us—with

conclusive force, that there is in our body a prevalent and characteristic spirit,

which makes it quite improbable, if not almost impossible, that the publish-

ing interest should ever attain such disproportionate magnitude, or wield

such an undue influence. It has also become each year more evident, that

a ti'ue and effective catholicity requires, as the base for its advances toward
a higher Christian unity, a well-rounded denominational completeness. With
respect to such completeness, in comparison with sister Churches, there can

be no question, that our special deficiency has been the lack of proportionate

zeal and enterprise in the cause of publication. Your Committee would,

therefore, urge upon the pastors and the churches the importance of giv-

ing to this cause a more hearty sympathy, and a more effective co-opera-

tion. The demand for donations to our Home Missionaries must continue

to increase rapidly, and that demand should never fail of a generous supply.

The report of the Permanent Committee shows a most encouraging ap-

preciation of the vital importance of the claims of our Sabbath-schools upon
their increased attention. A " Sub-committee on Sabbath-schools " has been
appointed for the general supervision of this branch of the work. They will

aim to promote the diff'usion of a better Sabbath-school literature, and to
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awaken a deeper interest in the estensioti of the Sabbath-school work in

the destitute portions of our broad field.

Your Committee would call the attention of the pastors and the sessions

of our churches to the claims of the Presbyterian Monthhj, which have been
repeatedly and earnestly urged. Surely the circulation of this valuable

organ of our Church ought to be increased.

Your Committee recommend the adoption of the following resolutions : [270]
1. That the Committees on Publication in the several Presbyteries be

requested, to urge upon the representatives of each of their churches, the

duty of disseminating among their people regular intelligence concerning the

various departments of our church work, by promoting the general circula-

tion of The Presbyterian MontJdy.

2. That the Permanent Committee be authorized, at their discretion, to

employ a general agent to visit the churches and Sabbath-schools, to bring
them into connection with the Committee's work ; and to devote himself to

the cause of Sabbath-school extension, and to the promotion of higher
efficiency in our Sabbath-schools generally.

Your Committee would also recommend the appointment of the following
persons to fill the places of the members of the Permanent Committee whose
term of office has expired: Rev. Daniel March, D. D., Rev. J. Glentworth
Butler, D. D., Samuel C. Perkins, Esq., and Messrs. Robert M. Willson and
George W. Simons.

The report of the Trustees of the Presbyterian House shows that the
interests intrusted to them are carefully conserved ; and we recommend the

re-election of the following Trustees : Mr. John C. Farr, Charles S. Wurts,
M. D., Rev. Daniel March, D. D., Rev. William T. Eva, and Rev. Thomas J.

Shepherd, D. D.

The Judicial Committee presented a report, which was adopted, and is as

follows

:

The Judicial Committee report that two papers have been referred to them
by the Assembly, namely :

1. One from T. C. Connelly, of Washington, D. C, calling attention to an
alleged case of injustice on the part of a congregation in that city toward
one of its members. No specific action by the Assembly is asked for, nor
does it appear that the case is under the control of any ecclesiastical court.

Congregations, acting through a Board of Trustees, are not as such responsi-

ble to the Presbyteries. It does not appear that any method has been resorted

to. by the subscriber to this paper, to obtain justice from the civil or church
courts ; but, from the printed extract with which his paper is accompanied,
it seems that an account of the whole case has been published in the news-
papers. Such attempts to influence the public mind, before any scriptural

or constitutional efforts at discipline have been resorted to, are an obvious
violation of Christian courtesy and obligation. Your Committee, therefore,

recommend that the paper be returned to the subscriber, and the whole
matter dismissed.

2. The other paper is an inquiry, proposed to the Assembly by Fisk

Harmon, of Swede Point, Iowa, respecting a case of discipline which has
occurred in what he calls the Presbytery of D . A minister is said to

have been deposed, and the sentence of deposition to have been pronounced,
but his name was not ordered to be stricken from the Roll. The Clerk, how-
ever, assumed the [271] responsibility of erasing his name ; and, when the

case was appealed to the Synod, and remanded by it to the Presbytery that

new evidence might be presented by the appellant, and the deposed minister

demanded that his name might be replaced on the Roll before the Presby-
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tery proceeded to the reception of the evidence, he was informed by the

Moderator that his name did not belong there. The inquiry is :
" Can this

new sentence of striking the name of the deposed minister from the Roll be

constitutionally inflicted without a new and regular trial ?"

The Committee recommend the following reply :

As the name of every minister under trial must be properly on the Roll

of some Presbytery, it should not be finally erased until the completion of

all the ecclesiastical proceedings connected with the case. In the present

instance, the Assembly decide that the name of the minister referred to

should be restored to the Roll of the Presbytery, and retained until the case

has been finally disposed of.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported on Overture from

the Presbytery of the District of Columbia as follows

:

The following question was submitted to the Presbytery of the District

of Columbia, at its fall meeting, for its consideration, namely

:

" Isolated as a church may be, cut ofi" from sister churches, having no

ordained minister of the same Presbytery residing within forty miles, would

it be competent for the elders, in the absence of the pastor, owing to the

great inconvenience of procuring a Moderator, to meet and transact the

ordinary business of the session, by organizing, without the presence of a

minister of the Word, under Articles 3 and 4, Chapter IX., of the Form
of Government?"

To this question the Presbytery replied in the negative.

Subsequently the Synod of Pennsylvania, to which the Presbytery

belongs, was overtured for its ruling in the case, and reversed the decision

of the Presbytery.

The Presbytery, believing that the ruling of the Synod establishes a pre-

cedent which may work to the injury of Presbyterian polity, and that the

ruling of the Synod is contrary to the spirit and language of the Articles

3 and 4, Chapter IX.. and believing that it is seldom impracticable, es-

pecially in our cities, to allow the presence of a minister in a session meet-

ing, and believing that elders will not always be able to decide what " ordi-

nary business " may be, and believing that ministers could equally as well

consider it impracticable to convene their elders in sessional meeting; there-

fore, the Presbytery of the District of Columbia would respectfully overture

the General Assembly through its Commissioner for its ruling in the case.

The Committee recommended the following response, which was

adopted

:

[272]

The question proposed is limited to specified circumstances—namely, " In

the absence of the pastor," and " the great inconvenience of procuring a

Moderator," " having no ordained minister of the same Presbytery residing

within forty miles."

The Form of Government, Chapter IX., section 3, provides, that, in

" case of the sickness or absence of the pastor," another minister " belonging

to the same Presbytery " may be invited " to preside." There is no pro-

vision for inviting any minister not " belonging to the same Presbytery," to

preside over a meeting of the session, much less any minister of the Word.

Section 4 declares it to be " expedient at every meeting of the session.

more especially when constituted for judicial business, that there be a pre-

siding minister ;" but, after providing for a Moderator, " where a church is

without a pastor," and of course, in the case stated, section 3, it adds, " But

where it is impracticable, without great inconvenience, to procure the attend-

ance of such a Moderator, the session may proceed without it."

The Committee would, therefore, recommend that the answer to the Overture
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be : That, in cases similar to that stated, the session, under its responsibility to

the Presbytery, is the judge of the impracticability of procuring a Moderator.

The same Committee reported on the reception of Ministers from Foreign
Bodies. The report was accepted and placed on the docket.

The same Committee reported the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Presbyteries be instructed to institute inquiries among
the several churches under their care, as to the number of their communi-
cants ; so that it may be ascertained, that the utmost care has been taken to

clear their church registers of all deceased, dismissed, and lost members
;
and

that it may thus be known what is the actual membership of each of their

churches.

A communication from the General Synod of the Reformed Church in

America, proposing a National Council of Evangelical Denominations in the

United States, was referred to the Rev. Howard Crosby, D. D., Rev. George
M. Maxwell, D. D., and Hon. Joseph Allison, LL.D.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 8=} o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Wednesday, May 26th, 82 o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and, in union with the General Assembly of the other

branch, occupied an hour in devotional exercises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved. [273]
The Standing Committee on Ministerial Relief presented their report,

which was adopted, and is as follows

:

The Committee on Ministerial Relief respectfully present the following
report

:

The annuj^ report of the Executive Committee, which has been submitted
to this Assembly, sets forth facts and views worthy of general and earnest
consideration. Like other reports on the ,same subject, it appeals powerfully,
not only to the benevolence of all the members of ovir Church, but to their

sense of justice. It is encouraging to see, that the efibrts to awaken an
interest in this important object have not been in vain. We do not indeed
wonder, that facts so undeniable, and considerations so heart-stirring, have
led to an increase of the contributions at the rate of 28 J per cent, during
the last year. Nor are we at all surprised, that, in a day of rapidly
increasing wealth and beneficence, one man, Mr. Henry M. Schieffelin,

has given the sum of $8200 as an addition to the Permanent Fund, and
has sought to induce twenty-four others to join with him, in order to
establish a permanent fund of $200,000. The merits of the cause need
only to be pondered, to incite to a vastly greater increase of contributions

—

need but to be laid to heart by wealthy and good men, to move many to do
as that one has done.

But let us thank God and take courage for the advancement actually
made. Let us hope, that the time is at hand, when the services of men of
trained and sanctified intellect, who labor in word and doctrine, shall not be at
an enormous discount ; when the self-denial of home missionaries and pastors,
who have kept themselves in poverty, and have worn themselves out in car-
rying light and salvation into the dark places of our land, shall be appre-
ciated. The American people are willing to provide for the wants of disabled
soldiers and sailors, and for the wants of the widows and orphans of those
who have died in their country's service. It is well. It would be unjust as
well as unbecoming not to do so. Let a nation, saved from disruption and
ruin, be grateful to those who have imperiled life and health to preserve it.

But, in respect to all that is good and cheering in the institutions and hopes
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of this country, who have done more, or suffered more, than the ministers

of Christ ? Theirs it is, in self-impoverishment, to publish, and to urge upon
souls, the words whose " entrance giveth light—giveth understanding unto
the simple." Theirs it is to devote themselves wholly to a work, on which
especially the Lord causes that civilization—that widely diffused combination

of moral purity and intelligence—to wait, which alone can exalt a nation or

save it from reproach and self-destruction. " The wilderness and the solitary

place shall be glad for them ; and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the
rose." What is there in their work that should lead those who are enjoving,

in a large degree, the benign temporal results of their labors, to treat them
in poverty and sickness, or amid the in[274]firmities of age, as unworthy of

a solacing, needful benefaction? Various things have tended to enhance the

claims of this cause of late ; especially the increased cost of living and the

great falling off in the purchasing power of our currency. The salaries of

the majority of our ministers—always inadequate—have for the last eight

years been oppressively insufficient.

This cause has other bearings than its direct one on those for whom relief

is now sought.

A practical depreciation of the work of the ministry, by our prosperous

laymen, will have a disastrous influence on the minds of young men who
are considering the question of becoming preachers of the Gospel. Not a

few will be stumbled at the expectation of so great a difference of consecra-

tion, between ministers and other Christians who also covenant to be wholly
the Lord's.

The llelief Fund is evidently managed with a wise economy. The persons

relieved appear to be eminently worthy of aid and kind regard. And the

extracts from the letters of some of them contained in the Report of the

Executive Committee, evince a delicacy of feeling, and an unwillingness to

be a burden to others, fitted to excite a most respectful sympathy.
In conclusion, the Committee beg leave to invite the attention of all con-

cerned, to the resolution of the Assembly of 1867, requesting pastors and
stated supplies to preach on the subject of Ministerial llelief at an early

day, and declaring " That it be considered the duty of every church to take

an annual collection for this cause."

The "Mileage Committee were instructed to pay the traveling expenses of

the members of the late Reunion Committee.

The Standing Committees on Home Missions, on the Work among the

Freedmen, on Church Erection, and on Education, severally presented their

reports, which were accepted.

Pending the consideration of these reports,

Adjourned until 2^ o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Wednesda?/, May 2Qth, 2\ o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Committee on the Narrative presented their report, which was adopted,

and directed to be published in the Appendix to the Minutes.

The Rev. William Ormiston, D. D., the Delegate of the Synod of the Can-

ada Presbyterian Church, addressed the Assembly, and was responded to by
the Moderator. [275]

The unfinished business of the morning, the consideration of the reports

of the Standing Committees on Home Missions, Freedmen, Church Erection,

and Education, was resumed. Pending their discussion,

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 9| o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.
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Thursday, May 2^th, 9| o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Committee to whom was referred the report of the Delegate to the

Assemblies of the Free Church of Scotland and the Presbyterian Church of

Ireland, presented a report, which was accepted. That part of the report

which respects foreign correspondence was adopted, and the remainder placed

on the docket.

The Mileage Committee, at their own request, were authorized to pay in

full the necessary traveling expenses of the Commissioners entitled to be
paid from the Fund.

The report of the Committee of Conference on the Reunion of the two
branches of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, was
presented, accepted, and considered until the hour of adjournment.

Adjourned until 2=} o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Thuraday, May 27th, 2^ o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The consideration of the report of the Committee on Reunion was resumed,
and continued until 5] o'clock, when, by a rising vote, the Assembly unani-

mously adopted the report, as follows :

Report of the Committee op Conference.

The Committee of Conference appointed by the two General Assemblies
have attended to the duty assigned to them ; and, after a very free inter-

change of views, with prayer to Almighty God for his guidance, are unani-
mous in recommending to the Assemblies for their consideration, and, if they
see fit. their adoption, the accompanying three papers, to wit

:

1. Plan of Reunion of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of
America

;

[2761
2. Concurrent Declarations of the General Assemblies of 1869 ; and
3. Recomm'endation of a Day of Prayer.

William Adams, Chairman,
G. W. Musgrave, J. F. Stearns,
A. G. Hall, R. W. Patterson,
Lyman H. Atwater, S. W. Fisher,
Willis Lord, James B. Shaw,
H. R. Wilson, W. Strong,
Robert Carter, Daniel Haines,
C. D. Drake, William E. Dodge,
William M. Francis, J. S. Farrand,
John C. Grier, John L. Knight,

Henry Day, Secretary.

Plan of Reunion of the Presbyterian Church in the United States
of America.

Believing that the interests of the Redeemer's kingdom would be pro-

moted by the healing of our divisions, and that the two bodies, bearing the
same name, having the same Constitution, and each recognizing the other as
a sound and orthodox body, according to the principles of the Confession
common to both, cannot be justified by any but the most imperative reasons
in maintaining separate, and, in some respects, rival organizations ; we are
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now clearly of the opinion that the Reunion of those bodies ought, as soon

as the necessary steps can be taken, to be accomplished, upon the basis here-

inafter set forth

:

1. The Presbyterian Churches in the United States of America, namely,

that whose (leneral Assembly convened in the Brick church in the city of

New York, on the 20th day of May, 1869, and that whose General Assembly
met in the church of the Covenant in the said city, on the same day, shall

be reunited as one Church, under the name and style of the Presbyterian

Church in the United States of America, possessing all the legal and cor-

porate rights and powers pertaining to the Church previous to the division in

1838, and all the legal and corporate rights and powers which the separate

Churches now possess.

2. The Keunion shall be effected on the doctrinal and ecclesiastical Basis

of our common Standards ; the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments

shall be acknowledged to be the inspired word of God, and the only infallible

rule of faith and practice ; the Confession of Faith shall continue to be sin-

cerely received and adopted as containing the system of doctrine taught in

the Holy Scriptures ; and the Government and Discipline of the Presbyterian

Church in the United States shall be approved as containing the principles

and rules of our polity.

3. Each of the said Assemblies shall submit the foregoing Basis to its

Presbyteries, which shall be required to meet on or [277] before the 15th

day of October, 1869, to express their approval or disapproval of the same,

by a categorical answer to the following question

:

Do you approve of the Keunion of the two bodies now claiming the name
and rights of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, on

the following Basis, namely :
" The Reunion shall be effected on the doctrinal

and ecclesiastical basis of our common Standards ; the Scriptures of the Old

and New Testaments shall be acknowledged to be the inspired word of God,

and the only infallible rule of faith and practice ; the Confession of Faith

shall continue to be sincerely received and adopted as containing the system

of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures ; and the Government and Disci-

pline of the Presbyterian Church in the United States shall be approved as

containing the principles and rules of our polity " ?

Each Presbytery shall, before the 1st day of November, 1869, forward to

the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly with which it is connected, a

statement of its vote on the said Basis of Reunion.

4. The said General Assemblies now sitting shall, after finishing their

business, adjourn, to meet in the city of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on the

second Wednesday of November, 1869, at eleven o'clock A. M.
If the two General Assemblies shall then find and declare, that the above-

named Basis of Reunion has been approved by two-thirds of the Presbyteries

connected with each branch of the Church, then the same shall be of binding

force, and the two Assemblies shall take action accordingly.

5. The said General Assemblies shall then and there make provision for

the meeting of the General Assembly of the united Church on the third

Thursday of May, 1870. The Moderators of the two present Assemblies

shall jointly preside at the said Assembly of 1870 until another Moderator

is chosen. The Moderator of the Assembly now sitting at the Brick church

aforesaid shall, if present, put all votes, and decide questions of order ; and

the Moderator of the other Assembly shall, if present, preach the opening

sermon ; and the Stated Clerks of the present Assemblies shall act as Stated

Clerks of the Assembly of the united Church, until a Stated Clerk or Clerks

shall have been chosen thereby ; and no Commissioner shall have a right to
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vote or deliberate in said Assembly, until liis name shall have been enrolled

by the said Clerks, and his Commission examined and tiled among the papers

of the Assembly.

G. Each Presbytery of the separate Churches shall be entitled to the same
representation in the Assembly of the united Church in 1870, as it is entitled

to in the Assembly with which it is now connected. [278]

Concurrent Declarations or the General Assemblies of 1869.

As there are matters pertaining to the interests of the Church when it

shall have become re-united, which will manifestly require adjustment on

the coming together of two bodies which have so long acted separately,

and concerning some of which matters it is highly desirable that there should

be a previous good understanding, the two Assemblies agi'ee to adopt the fol-

lowing declarations, not as articles of compact or covenant, but as in their

judgment proper and equitable arrangements, to wit

:

1. All the ministers and churches embraced in the two bodies shall be
admitted to the same standing in the united body, which they may have held

in their respective connections, up to the consummation of the union.

2. Imperfectly organized churches are counseled and expected to become
thoroughly Presbyterian, as early, within the period of five years, as may be
permitted by the highest interests to be consvilted ; and no other such churches
shall be hereafter received.

3. The boundaries of the several Presbyteries and Synods should be ad-

justed by the General Assembly of the united Church.
4. The official records of the two branches of the Church, for the period

of separation, should be preserved and held as making up the one history of

the Church ; and no rule or precedent, which does not stand approved by
both the bodies, should be of any authority, until re-established in the

united body, except in so far as such rule or precedent may afi'ect the

rights of property founded thereon.

5. The corporate rights, now held by the two General Assemblies, and by
their Boards and Committees, should, as far as practicable, be consolidated,

and applied for their several objects, as defined by law.

6. There should be one set of Committees or Boards for Home and For-

eign ]Missions, and the other religious enterprises of the Church ; which the

churches should be encouraged to sustain, though free to cast their contribu-

tions into other channels, if they desire to do so.

7. As soon as practicable after the union shall have been efiected, the
General Assembly should reconstruct and consolidate the several Permanent
Committees and Boards, which now belong to the two Assemblies, so as to

represent, as far as possible, with impartiality, the views and wishes of the

two bodies constituting the united Church.
8. The publications of the Board of Publication and of the Publication

Committee should continue to be issued as at present, leaving it to the Board
of Publication of the united Church to revise these issues, and perfect a cata-

logue for the united Church so as to exclude invidious references to past con-

troversies.

9. In order to a uniform system of ecclesiastical supervision, [279] those

Theological Seminaries that are now under Assembly control may, if their

Boards of Direction so elect, be transferred to the watch and care of one or

more of the adjacent Synods ; and the other Seminaries are advised to

introduce, as far as may be, into their Constitutions, the principle of

synodical or Assembly supervision ; in which case, they shall be entitled to

an official recognition and approbation on the part of the General Assembly.
37
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10. It should be regarded as the duty of all our judicatories, ministers,

and people in the united Church, to study the things which make for peace,

and to guard against all needless and offensive references to the causes that

have divided us ; and, in order to avoid the revival of past issues, by the
continuance of any usage in either branch of the Church that has grown
out of former conflicts, it is earnestly recommended to the lower judicatories

of the Church that they conform their practice in relation to all such usages,

as far as is consistent with their convictions of duty, to the general custom
of the Church prior to the controversies ,that resulted in the separation.

Recommendation of a Day op Prayer.

That the counsels of Infinite Wisdom may guide our decisions, and the

blessing of the Great Head of the Church rest upon the result of our
efforts for Reunion, it is earnestly recommended to the churches through-

out both branches of the Presbyterian Church, that they observe the second

Sabbath in September, 1809, as a day of fervent and united prayer to Almighty
God, that he would grant unto us all " the spirit of counsel and might, the

spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord," and, in the new relations

now contemplated, enable us to " keep the unity of the spirit in the bonds
of peace."

The Assembly then united in singing part of the 102d Psalm, and were
led in thanksgiving by the Rev. Thomas H. Skinner, D. D.

The Hon. William Strong and Rev. William Adams, D. D., were deputed
to inform the General Assembly, now in session at the Bi'ick church, that

the report of the Joint Committee of Conference with reference to the Re-
union of the two bodies, has been unanimously adopted by this Assembly.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 82 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 28th, Si o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and, in union with the General Assembly of the other

branch, occupied an hour with devotional exercises.

The Minute; of the last session were read and approved. [280]
A preamble and resolutions adopted by the other General Assembly, with

reference to the state of feeling between this country and Great Britain, was
referred to the Committee on Bills and Overtures.

The following preamble and resolutions were adopted

:

Wliereas, the Pope of Rome, called Pius the Ninth, did, on the 13th day
of September, in the year of our Lord 1868, issue a certain letter or procla-

mation addressed to " all Protestants and non-Catholics " throughout the

world, the import of which is to invite and urge all persons and organizations

thus designated to " hasten to return to the only fold," meaning the Church
of Rome ; and.

Whereas, the said Pope, in the said letter, called " paternal and apostolic,"

has, in an unwonted manner, as if pleading at the bar of public opinion,

assigned several and various reasons for its preparation and publication
;

and,

Wliereas, among the reasons so mentioned is the assertion of his own
supremacy over the human conscience as the " Yicar of Jesus Christ,"

—

" the authority to govern the persuasions of the human intellect, and to direct

the actions of men, both in private and social life;" as also this, that the

rejection of this authority and protest against it by so many have " promoted
and nourished those perturbations in human affairs in this our day," which
the said Pope pronounces '• miserable and grievous," but which must be
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regarded by every friend of his species as eminently hopeful and auspicious

;

and,

Whereas, all such claims and assertions on the part of the Pope of Rome
are, to the last degree, unfounded in fact, contrary to truth, reason, scripture,

and the whole genius of Christianity, and, if allowed, would prove subversive

of all human rights and liberties ; and,

Whereas, recent movements, especially in Austria and Spain—nations long

in subjection to these monstrous pretensions of the Papacy—command the

prompt recognition, sympathy, and support of all friends of humanity, free-

dom, and religion throughout the world : Therefore be it

Resolved, That the facts now recorded furnish and present a proper and
fitting occasion for all Protestant Churches throughout Christendom, each in

the mode which its own wisdom shall suggest, to prepare and set forth for

general distribution, through the same channels which the Pope himself has

chosen, a suitable response to his letter
;
which response shall contain a state-

ment of the reasons why his claims can in no wise be recognized ; as being

inconsistent with a catholicity more catholic than Rome, the authority of

infallible Scripture, and the glorious supremacy of Jesus Christ.

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed by this Assembl}', whose
duty it shall be, in co-operation with a similar Committee to be appointed by
the General Assembly, now meeting at the [281] Brick church, to nominate
and appoint, at the earliest time which is convenient, a Committee of Ten,
who, if they deem it wise, shall prepare and publish such a reply, to the said

letter of the Pope, as shall be regarded as expressive of the sentiments of the

Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, concerning the mat-
ters therein contained, as of vital importance to all civil and religious liberty

throughout the world, and to the salvation of the human race.

The Rev. William Adams, D. D., Rev. Caleb Mills, LL.D., and Mr. Daniel W.
Ingersoll, were appointed the Committee named in the last resolution.

The Rev. George W. Musgrave, D. D., and Mr. Robert Carter, appeared on
behalf of the General Assembly of the other branch, and announced that the
report of the Joint Committee of Conference had been (almost unanimously)
adopted by that body.

The Rev. Charles Brown, Secret^ary of the Ministerial Relief Committee,
addressed the Assembly in behalf of that Committee.
The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported the following

question

:

Will the Committee on Church Polity consider the question of an amend-
ment to the Standing Rules of the General Assembly, touching the reception

of foi'eign ministers, so as to except from the application of these rules min-
isters coming directly from well-known charges or positions, and bringing

satisfactory testimonials, where the Presbyteries into which they are to be
received have previously signified their approval of the transfer from fields

abroad to fields within their bounds ?

The Committee recommend as an answer to this question, that so much of
the regulations and provisions relative to the reception of foreign ministers

(see Digest, p. 117) as regards the probation through which such ministers

must pass, before the Presbytery come to a final judgment of their reception,

may, at the option of any Presbytery, be waived in those cases in which the

transfer is directly from a Presbytery in correspondence with this Assembly,
and in which cases the approval of the transfer by such Presbytery has been
previously signified.

The Presbytery receiving such a minister is strictly enjoined to make a

careful record of all the facts in the case.
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The report was adopted.

The same Committee reported an Overture of three elders, members of

this Assembly, asking that some action be taken with reference to providing

ministerial labor for unemployed ministers, and services in vacant churches.

The Committee recommend that the paper be referred to a Special Committee
of five to report to the next General Assembly. The report was adopted, and
the following Committee was appointed : Rev. [282] Jonathan F. Stearns,

D. D., Rev. Henry Kendall, 1). D.. Rev. John G. Atterbury, D. D., Hon. AVilliam

Strong, and Hon. Henry W. Williams, LL.D.
The same Committee reported the following Overture from the Commis-

sioners of the Presbytery of Grand River Valley

:

A minister belonging to the Presbytery of Grand River Valley, now edit-

ing a paper and not preaching, on account of throat difficulty, was solicited

to -accept the office of elder, by the First Presbyterian church of Grand
Haven, Mich., was elected unanimously, accepted the office, and entered on

his duties. The Presbytery, in reviewing the Records, declared it was irregu-

lar, but did nothing more. The pastor of said church brought the matter

before the session, and, after considering the case, the session did nothing.

This brother not being able to preach, and over GO years of age, accepted the

office of ruling elder, because he was willing to work in the vineyard of the

Lord in a more humble capacity, but has not resigned the ministerial office,

holding still his place as a member of the Presbytery of Grand River Valley.

The Committee recommended for answer, a reference to the report of the

Special Committee on this subject, made to the Assembly of 1865, and found

in the Minutes for that year, pp. 13—14.*

The report was adopted.

The Committee on communicating with " the Grand Army of the Repub-
lic " reported a paper which was adopted, and is as follows:

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church takes great pleasure in

acknowledging the invitation of the Kings County Department of the Grand
Army of the Republic to attend and take part in the ceremony of decorating

the graves of our dead soldiers on Monday next.

It gives us great pleasure to observe that this ceremony is not to take

place on the Sabbath ; and we recommend that as many of the members of

the Assembly, as can be spared from their other duties, shall engage in offer-

ing this beautiful and appropriate tribute of patriotic memory and love.

Your Committee recommend that this paper be communicated to the Kings

County Department of the Grand Army of the Republic.

The Chairman of that Committee was requested to communicate this

action to the representatives of the Grand Army.
The Rev. Elijah D. INIurphy, in accordance with the recommendation of

the Committee on Devotional Exercises, addressed the Assembly in behalf of

the New York Port Society.

Resolved, That, with the concui'rent action of the other Assem[283]bly, a

Committee, consisting of the Joint Committee of Conference on Reunion,

together with the Moderators of the two Assemblies, be appointed to prepare

and send down to the Presbyteries and churches a Pastoral Letter in refer-

ence to the momentous question of reunion now submitted to their decision.

Resolved, That this Assembly does hereby submit to the Presbyteries in

connection with it the Basis of Reunion adopted May 27th, 1869; and that

. the Presbyteries be required to meet on or before October 15th, 1869, to ex-

press their approval or disapproval of the same by a categorical answer to

the following question :

* Keprint, p. 327.
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Do you approve of the Reunion of the two bodies now claiming the name
and rights of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, on
the following Basis, namely :

" The Reunion shall be eflected on the doctrinal

and ecclesiastical basis of our common standards ; the Scriptures of the Old
and New Testaments shall be acknowledged to be the inspired Word of God,
and the only infallible rule of faith and practice ; the Confession of Faith
shall continue to be sincerely received and adopted as containing the system
of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures

; and the Government and Dis-

cipline of the Presbyterian Church in the United States shall be approved
as containing the principles and rules of our polity " '?

Resolved, That each Presbytery shall, before the first day of November,
1869, forward to the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly a statement of

its vote on the said Basis of reunion.

Resolved, That the Stated Clerk be authorized to print as many copies of
the above Overture as may be needed.

Adjourned to meet with the other Assembly, in a joint communion service,

at the Brick church, at 3 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 28th, 3 o'clock P. 31.

The Assembly met at the Brick Presbyterian church, and united with the
Assembly now in session at that church in the celebration of the Lord's

Supper.

After the service, in accordance with previous order,

Adjourned until to-morrow morning at 8| o'clock. [284]

Saturday, May 29th, 8f o'clock A. M.
The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional exer-

cises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee of Conference on Reunion reported the communication
from a joint meeting of the Committees appointed by several Presbyterian

bodies, at the request of a Convention held at Philadelphia, November,
1867, recommending that the Committee appointed in behalf of this Assem-
bly (Minutes 1868, p. 59) be continued. The report was adopted.

On the recommendation of the Committee appointed by the last Assembly
(p. 53) to memorialize Congress respecting the appointment of army and
navy chaplains, it was

Resolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed to confer with such
Committees as may be designated by other ecclesiastical bodies on the subject

of chaplains in the army and navy, and endeavor to secure such action from
Congress as, in their judsment, may be best.

The Rev. Samuel W. FLsher, D. D., the Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D., the
Rev. John C. Smith, D. D., Hon. William E. Dodge, and Mr. Edward Miller

were appointed such Committee.
Pastor Ludwig B. Kaspar and Upper Church Counselor Hermann Von

Tardy, a Deputation from the Bohemian Reformed Church, addressed the
Assembly, and were responded to by the Moderator.

The subject-matter of the addresses of the deputation was referred for

consideration and report to a Committee consisting of Rev. Daniel W. Poor,
D. D., Rev. Robert Russell Booth, D. D., and Hon. William Strong.
The Mileage Committee presented their report, which was amended,

adopted, and is as follows

:
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The Committee on the Mileage of Commissioners beg leave to report

:

,$12.03

8

$12,120.81

That they have received for Commissioners' Fund $12,031.99
" " " " " Contingent Fund ' 88.82

They have audited bills for the necessary traveling

expenses of Commissioners amounting to $7941.00
For contingent expenses 2100.00
" incidental expenses of this Committee 12.57

$10,053.57

Balance $2,067.24

Ninety-eight Presbyteries have paid their assessment in full, including

three Presbyteries who paid at the rate of six cents per member, through

ignorance of the increase in the rate of assessment, and nine Presbyteries

who paid according to their present number of members, some of their

churches having withdrawn from their watch and care.

Eight Presbyteries have paid but a part of their as.sessment— namely:
Champlain, Troy, Onondaga, Tioga, Lyons, North River, Huron, and St.

Joseph.

Six Presbyteries have paid a small amount to the Contingent Fund only

—namely, St. Lawrence, Watertown, Oswego, Chenango, Meadville, and
Franklin.

One Presbytery has paid nothing—namely, San Francisco, and is not

represented in the Assembly.
Having received a sufficient amount of money from the Presbyteries, and

having been granted the requisite authority by the Assembly, your Com-
mittee have paid the necessary traveling expenses of the Commissioners

entitled thereto, in full.

While showing in the above statement a considerable surplus, above what
is needed for the expenses of this Assembly, your Committee, in view of

the necessary, constantly increasing expenditures, year by A'ear, cannot, how-
ever, recommend a reduction of the rate of assessment from eight cents to

six cents, as has been asked for by some of the Presbyteries.

To pi'ovide for the necessary traveling expenses of the Commissioners of

this Assembly to the adjourned session to be held at Pittsburgh, Pa., in

November next, your Committee would recommend the appropriation of the

surplus now on hand, as shown above, and that a special assessment be made,

on our churches, of four cents per member, for that purpose.

Your Committee would further recommend, that the compensation of the

Stated Clerk of this Assembly be increased to two hundred dollars per

annum, and that of the Permanent Clerk to one hundred dollars per annum.

The thanks of the Assembly were given to the Mileage Committee for their

patient and faithful attention to the duties entrusted to them.

The Rev. Robert Russell Booth, D. D., and the Rev. Samuel W. Fisher,

D. D., LL.D.. addressed the Assembly in behalf of the work of the American

and Foreign Christian Union.

The Rev. S. Irenanis Prime, J). P., addressed the Assembly in behalf of

the Evangelical Alliance in the United States. In connection with these

addresses, the Assembly
Resolved. That the principles of the Protestant Reformation, identified as

they are with the progress of religious liberty, education, and Christianity

in the earth, are increasingly precious in our eyes, and we call upon our
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ministers and people to watch with [286] jealous care the progress of

Romanism in the United States, and by the employment of all suitable

means to resist the insidious efforts of Roman Catholics to obtain control

in this country.

Resolved^ That this Assembly has heard, with great satisfaction, the intel-

ligence that the Evangelical Alliance of the United States has invited a con-

ference of evangelical Christians of this country to meet at the city of New
York the ensuing autumn, and a general conference of all evangelical Chris-

tians in all the world to assemble at the same city of New York in the autumn
of 1870 ;

and it will unite its prayers with those of Christ's people everywhere,

that the Holy Spirit may guide their counsels, and lead to wise results for

the advancement of the Redeemer's kingdom.

The following telegram was received from the Synod of the Welsh Cal-

vinistic Methodists :

" Newark, Ohio, May 28th, 1869.

" To the General Assemblies of the Old and New School Presbyterians,

meeting in the city of New York.
" The Synod of the Welsh Calvinistic Methodists greet the brethren, 2d

Thessalonians 1 : 3, 4, and 2d Corinthians 13 : 11th and 13th verses.

" E. T. Evans, Moderawr.
" David Harries, Secretary.'"

The following reply was adopted :

The General Assemblies of the Presbytei'ian Church, now sitting at the

city of New York, jointly return their cordial and Christian salutations to

the Synod of Calvinistic Methodists, now sitting at the city of Newark,
Ohio, and express to them our best wishes and desires, in the words of

Moses to Hobab—Numbers 10 : 29.

The Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler, D. D., addressed the Assembly in behalf of

the National Temperance Society.

The Rev. Wm. W. Atterbury and Mr. Norman White addressed the Assem-
bly in behalf of the New York Sabbath Committee.

A communication was received from the other General Assembly, stating

that the resolution from this body in reference to the preparation of a Pas-

toral Letter on Reunion had been immediately adopted by that body.

On the recommendation of the Committee on Bills and Overtures, it was
Resolved, That the Stated Clerks of the Presbyteries be instructed to insert

the address of vacant churches in their annual Statistical Report to the

General Assembly.
On the recommendation of the same Committee, it was
Resolved, That the General Assembly recommend to the minis[287]ters in

their connection to deposit copies of their occasional publications, including

historical discourses, theological essays, etc., in the libraries of our Theolog-

ical Seminaries, and in the library of the Presbyterian Historical Society.

Adjourned until Monday at 8V oclock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 31.s^, 8^ o'docic A. M.
The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional exer-

cises.

The Hon. Daniel Haines and the Hon. Joseph Allison, LL.D., were

appointed to prepare and report a minute for the instruction of the Pres-

byteries, with reference to any change in their representation, at the

adjourned meeting of this Assembly.
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The Committee on supplying Presbyterian worship in the chief cities of

Europe reported, that, as instructed, they have conferred with the American
and Foreign Christian Union, and have learned that this Society, because of

its exclusive missionary character, cannot undertake the enterprise. The
Committee have not been able to hear of any other American agency,

through which the desired objects can be secured : and, as they deem it

inexpedient for the Assembly itself to vindertake it, they recommend that

the Free Church of Scotland, from whom the proposal was received, be
respectfully informed, that the Assembly do not see their way clear to

co-operate with them in this enterprise.

The report was adopted.

The Standing Committee on Nominations recommended the following as

Delegates to Corresponding Bodies :

1. General Assemhly of the Cumberland Preshyterian Church—Rev. Isaac

Emory, of the Presbytery of Union, principal ; and Rev. Nathan Bachman,
of the Presbytery of Holston, alternate.

2. General Assemhly of the United Preshyterian Church of Kortli Amer-
ica—Rev. E. Perkins Pratt, D. D., of the Presbytery of Scioto, princi-

pal ; and Rev. George M. Maxwell, D. D., of the Presbytery of Cincinnati,

alternate.

3. Synod of the Canada Preshyterian Church—Rev. Grosvcnor W. Hea-
cock, D. D., principal ; and Rev. Albert T. Chester, D. D., alternate, both of

the Presbytei'y of Buffalo.

4. General Synod of the Reformed Church in America—Rev. Peter Stryker,

D. D., of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Third, principal ; and Rev. Richard

H. Allen, D. D., of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Fourth, alternate.

5. General Synod of the Reformed Preshyterian Church in [288] North
America—Rev. Cornelius H. Taylor, D. D., of the Presbytery of Cincinnati,

principal ; and Rev. Joseph Chester, of the Presbytery of Cincinnati, alternate.

6. General Synod of the German Reformed Church in the United States—
Rev. Zephaniah M. Humphrey, D. D., of the Presbytery of Philadelphia,

Third, principal ; and Rev. Herrick Johnson, D. D., of the Presbytery of

Philadelphia, Fourth, alternate.

7. General Synod of tlic Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Uiiif<(l States

—Rev. Edward D. Morris, D. D., of the Presbytery of Cincinnati, i)rincipal

;

and Rev. James L. Robertson, of the Presbytei*y of Cincinnati, alternate.

8. General Conference of the Congregational Churches of Maine—Rev.
Charles S. Dunning, of the Presbytery of Montrose, principal ; and Rev.
Augustus Seward, D. D., of the Presbytery of Hudson, alternate.

9. General Association of New Hampshire—Rev. John W. Mears, D. D.,

of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Third, principal ; and Rev. George A.
Howard, of the Presbytery of Catskill, alternate.

10. General Convention of Vermont—Rev. Theodore S. Brown, of the Pres-

bytery of Brooklyn, principal ; and Rev. George T. Everest, of the Presby-

tery of Champlain, alternate.

11. General Association of the Congregational Churches of Massachusetts—
Rev. William Aikman, of the Presbytery of New York, Third, principal

;

and Rev. Thomas Street, of the Presbytery of New York, Third, alternate.

12. General Association of Connecticut—Rev. William E. Moore, of the

Presbytery of Philadelphia, Third, principal ; and Rev. John Patton, D. D.,

of the Presbytery of Wilmington, alternate.

13. Preshyterian and Congregational Convention of Wisco7isin—Rev. Arthur
Mitchell, of the Presbytery of Chicago, principal ; and Rev. Warren Mayo,
of the Presbytery of Columbus, alternate.
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The report was adopted.

On recoimnendation of the Committee on Bills and Overtures, the follow-

ing preamble and resolution were adopted :

The Committee on Mills and Overtures recommend the passage of the

following preamble and resolution :

W/tcreas, The Presbytery of Newark have commenced an> institution,

located in the City of Newark, under the direction of a Board of Trustees

annually appointed by them, for the education of young men for the ministry

among the (jrcrmans, called "The German Theological School of the Presby-

tery of Newark ;" and.

Whereas, such an enterprise is demanded by the interests of the Church
generally, and will I'equire their co-operation in order to its success : There-

fore,

Resolved, That the Assembly recommend this institution to the ]*resby-

teries and churches under their care, and request them [;i89] to further its

objects, by seeking and sending to it such young men within their bodies as

may be approved by the Presbyteries or their Committees, furnishing funds

at the same time for their support.

Written reports were presented from the Rev. Rollin A. Sawyer, Delegate

to the General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United

States, the Rev. A. Bordman Lambert, D. I)., Delegate to the General Con-

ference of the Congregational Churches of Maine, and the Rev. A. Bordman
Lambert, D. D., Delegate to the General Assembly of the United Presby-

terian Church of North America.

The Committee on the Bohemian Deputation presented their report in the

form of resolutions, which were adopted, and are as follows

:

Resolved, 1. That the Assembly, having listened with great gratification to

the statements made by the deputation from the Bohemian Reformed Church,
cordially commend the brethren, Rev. Hermann Von Tardy and Rev. Jjudwig

B. Kaspar, to the love and kindness of the pastors and churches within their

bounds, and bespeak for the Church which they represent the active sympa-
thies and pecuniary aid of all who desire to assist a reviving ancient sister

Church, in acquiring strength and enlargement, throughout a land memor-
able for its struggles and martyrdoms in the cause of the Reformation.

Resolved, 2. That the Committee, to whom is intrusted the business of

appointing Delegates to Foreign Bodies, be instructed to take special pains

to secure, next year, a delegation to the Bohemian Reformed Church, and, in

default thereof, to write and send an address to that Church, expressive of

our pleasure at the visit of their deputation, and of our interest in the com-
munication that they have made to us.

Resolved, 3. That the Assembly recommend the publication of the report

of the deputation in all the religious papers connected with it.

Resolved, 4. That the Assembly earnestly commend the brethren from
Bohemia, and the cause that they represent, to the cordial recognition and
support of the American and Foreign Christian Union.

Resolved, 5. That the Moderator and Stated Clerk of this body be in-

structed to furnish the deputation with a circular letter, introducing them to

such pastors and churches as they may desire to visit while in this country.

Resolved, 6. That a Committee of three be appointed, to render such assist-

ance to these brethren, in the prosecution of their work in this country, as

may be best adapted to this purpose.

The Rev. Robert Russell JJooth, D. D., the Rev. Ilerrick Johnson, D. D.,

and Hon. William E. Dodge were appointed the Committee named in the

above report. [290]
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The Special Committee on the recommendation of a National Council of

Evangelical Churches presented their report, which was adopted, and is as

follows :

Recognizing this proposal as a part of the great movement of our day,

which is seeking better to express the essential unity of the Church of

Christ, and to bring about that organic unity toward which we have just

taken so important a step, we regard it as one eminently fitting to be enter-

tained. So manifestly does the favor of God rest upon all such efforts, that

we dare not even seem to stand in opposition. That favor has been shown
in the outpouring of the Spirit upon the joint efforts of Christians in revi-

vals of religion. Our own hearts have here felt most convincingly the in-

fluences of that Spirit, when in joint supplications for the Eeunion of our

separated Presbyterian famil}'. Mutual love and confidence fill the hearts

of believers. The spirit of wisdom seems to be imparted to our councils for

Reunion, and from all branches of the Church the prayer is going up for a

speedy realization of that oneness for which our Redeemer prayed. And
when God so manifestly points the way, and opens the path where was a sea

of difficulties before, it is for His people to go forward.

Great good may also result from the adoption of some such plan. In a

common profession of the essentials of our common faith ; in the promotion

of wholesome discipline, and mutual co-operation therein ; in devising meas-

ures of practical evangelism ; in borrowing life from every part, and in dif-

fusing it through all the members of the common body ; in presenting a

common front to a common foe ; in such prospects of vast good accom-

plished, we see a motive for acceding to the proposal submitted. Therefore,

Res'olved, That five representatives of this body, three ministers and two

laymen, be appointed to meet similar representatives from other bodies on

the third Tuesday of October, in the city of New York, provided the higher

judicatories and Assemblies of sister Churches accede to the proposal.

The Rev. Grosvenor W. Heacock, D. D., Rev. Arthur Mitchell, Rev.

Thomas S. Hastings, D. D., Hon. William Strong, and Hon. Daniel Haines

were appointed the Committee above named.

The Committee on Instructing the Presbyteries concerning their represen-

tation at the adjourned meeting of this Assembly presented a report, which

was adopted, and is as follows :

Whereas^ It has been questioned, whether this Assembly at the proposed

adjourned meeting, in November next, at Pittsburgh, Pa., can be properly

constituted of the principal or alternate Commissioners, not in attendance

on the sessions of the body at this time ; therefore,

Res^ohed, In the judgment of the Assembly, those Commissioners only

who have presented their Commissions, and whose [291] names have been

placed on the Roll, will be entitled to participate in the meeting of the As-

sembly in November, except in case of a vacancy, occasioned by death,

resignation, refusal, or inability of any such Commissioner to attend, in which

event it will be competent and proper for the Presbytery to supply the va-

cancy by a new election or appointment.

Adjourned until 2h o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 31 s^, 1\ o'clock P. M.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The report of the Standing Committee on Home Missions was adopted,

and is as follows

:
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The considerations laid open by the report of the Presbyterian Committee
of Home Missions are almost bewildering in their magnitude and import-

ance. We can do them but faint justice. Our suggestions must be like

those required on a mountain top, as to the details of engineering, while one

is still overwhelmed by the grandeur of the view. We attempt the duty

assigned to us, however, confining ourselves as far as possible to the points

of the Committee's report, in their order.

National Development.

The call of Providence upon the Church is, Enterprise for Christ. Enter-

prise for commerce throbs in every vein of American society. Enterprise

for Christ must throb in every vein of the Church. The gold and the silver

are His. The golden spike, and the silver hammer which drove it to its place

beside the last rail of the Pacific road were consecrated to Him by prayer.

The commerce of the country must be subsidized by the Church, and used

for God's glory. The world mu.st not outshine the Church in its achieve-

ments. Its machinery must be used by the Church as fast as it is erected,

for the upbuilding of Christ's kingdom.

Immigration.

This is declared to be largely and increasingly Protestant in its character.

There is both hope and impulse in this declaration ; hope, because of its

prophecy as against Home ; impulse, because of the duty implied as to

Protestantism. Statistics would seem to prove that this is to be, as it

always has been, a Protestant land. But statistics are not wholly safe.

Rome calculates on [292] success in America on other grounds than that

of numbers. She relies on organization, on political ascendency through
her unification, on a reaction from the materialism of our civilization, on

a recoil from our national individualism. Her logic is, first. Protestant-

ism, then infidelity, then refuge in her bosom. Already she hears, out

of the heart of a Protestant Church, the cry that Protestantism is a fail-

ure, and the comment that the last three centuries constitute the dark ages

of Christendom. So far, then, as immigration brings rationalism and infidel-

ity to our shores, so far Rome welcomes it as in her interest. The two great

types of nominal Christianity in America to-day are, ecclesiasticism, with its

organic and life-giving Church, on the one hand, and individualism, with its

pei'sonal relations to the Triune God, on the other. It is needless to say

which type Presbyterianism represents. But Presbyterianism should not

be blind to the dangers which beset its individualism, or to the expecta-

tions which are cherished by the ecclesiasticism to which it is opposed.

The Presbyterian Church now occupies a most advantageous position, as

between the upper and lower classes of society, able to reach the most
intelligent and the least ; able to reach those who would have most heart

in their religion, and those who would have a creed most crystal clear. Its

duty is, to provide all that is mo.st helpful in church organization ; all that is

most satisfactory to those looking into the perfect law of liberty. It must
welcome the converted Romanist to a better Church than he leaves, and con-

vince the rationalist that he can find that rest in Christ which he can never

find in philosophy. Its hand and heart should therefore be open to every

emigrant who comes to our shores.

As to that new element in our immigration which comes eastward from
China, our duty appears for the present to be, to watch and wait. Religious

efi'ort can soon be made to great advantage among the Chinamen of Califor-
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nia. They are fast becoming affected by American civilization. They adopt
our dress, they cut oft' their hair, which is like severing ancestral ties. They
begin to be ashamed of being counted idolaters. Their rich men are giving

up many of the tenets of their religious faith. They are accessible and
teachable. In all the large towns of California, Sunday-schools for China-
men are successfully conducted by Protestant denominations. At present, a

missionary of the Foreign Board of the other branch of our Church is

laboring among them with marked success. He should have our sympathy
and our moral support. Very soon others should enter the field beside him.

The West.

Where is it? The question flies across the continent without an answer.

The vast spaces it traverses, however, demand our most earnest attention.

The report of the Permanent Committee says, we want only the young
and the strong for occupants of this field. But where are they to be found ?

Our theological semi[293]naries furnish scarcely enough men to occupy the

more important of the vacant parishes on the Atlantic slope. Oh ! for some
seed, better but not less vital than dragon's teeth, to sow !

Feeble Churches in the East.

They must not be permitted to absorb any great portion of the slender

streams which flow from our Seminaries. If young men only or chiefly are

wanted in the so-called West, the feeble churches of the East must be en-

couraged to employ those still vigorous but older workers, now marked by
the melancholy initials " W. C," and who would gladly occupy their pulpits.

City Evangelization.

This includes the Christianizing of the rich as well as of the poor. If

there arc heathen in the lanes, there are heathen on the stately avenues also.

We have, therefore, no words of condemnation for large and costly churches.

Nor have we for large and wealthy organizations. They are necessary, both

for the reaching of the wealthier class, and for gaining their riches for Christ.

Our work cannot be carried on without money, and culture, and all such

machinery of influence as is wielded by large churches in our cities.

Nor would we commend such a rapid church extension in any city as

would deplete churches now strong, or fill spaces with feeble organizations,

while two or three flourishing churches might practically occupy the same
ground. That some strong men should go from the larger churches to

fortify all new enterprises, we indeed believe ; all care should be taken that

each new church is a strong one, having at least all the vital elements of

growth and prosperity.

The larger churches in our cities should also, in planting mission-schools,

have especial reference to their development into churches. They should

combine for the purpose of church extension, giving none the less to this

general object through our Assembly's Committee, but concentrating all their

wisdom, and laying under tribute their wealth, for common interests. A.

Presbyterian League already exists in at least one of our large cities.

Results of the Year.

Four hundred and sixty-two missionaries have been under appointment

during the year. Two thousand four hundred conversions are reported as

taking place under the ministry of three hundred and thirty-two of them

—

an average of about seven to a missionary.
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The funds received from all quarters amount to $162,421. The number
of our church-members in 1868 was 168,932. The amount gathered, there-

fore, from our whole Church, for the cause of Domestic Missions was less

than one dollar per member. Too large a proportion of our churches give

nothing to this object. C^'^'^]

What Must be Done.

Your Committee I'ecommend :

1. That pastors and elders be requested to impress their churches anew
with the magnitude of the work before us ; and that to this end a prominent

place be given to Home Missions in the Monthly Concert.

2. That the chronic want of more funds be so pressed upon all our

churches and Sunday-schools—many of which have already done nobly

—

that the poorest shall not refuse to give out of their poverty one dollar per

member. Shame

!

3. That to render the missionary work less unattractive to young men, the

standard of salary be kept at the highest reasonable point.

4. That Presbyteries be desired to appoint Committees of Supply, whose
duty it shall be to find ministers for their vacant churches, and pulpits for

their unemployed ministers.

5. That the establishment of mission-schools in cities be encouraged, so

far as that may promote the spread of Protestant principles among the chil-

dren of Romanists, and the ultimate formation of Protestant churches.

6. As to the Overture referred to us respecting mission-work among the

Chinese emigrants, we recommend that no action be taken this year, further

than to express our conviction of the importance of this work.

7. That so far as the conduct of labor among the Freedmen is concerned,

the Assembly entrust the work to a Sub-committee of the Home Mission

Committee ; or, as suggested last year, to the direction of some competent
person, to be selected by the Home Mission Committee.

8. That the office of the Associate Secretary, now residing in Philadelphia,

be dissolved ; and that the Committee be directed to appoint a proper District

Secretary for the State of Pennsylvania, and neighboring States, at the dis-

cretion of the Committee.
9. That the following persons, whose term of service expires with this

Assembly, be appointed for the usual term, namely : Rev. Jonathan F.

Stearns, D. D., Rev. Edward W. French. Rev. John DeWitt, Mr. George R.
Lockwood, and Mr. Walter Edwards, the latter in the place of Alfred C.

Post, M. D., declining a re-election.

We cannot close this report without adverting to the possibility that our
whole work as a Church may soon undergo important modification by reunion
with that branch of the Church from which we have been so long severed.

By such reunion, the cause of Domestic Missions ought to be greatly pro-

moted. The tide now setting should be caught in its flow, and made to turn

many a useful wheel, rather than come in with grand but idle music.

If Reunion is harmoniously eifeeted, we anticipate new life and [295] use-

fulness for our beloved Church. It will present a noble example of organic

power, proceeding from a well-compacted system, based upon a creed and a

polity unsurpassed, and quickened by the personal relations of our members
to the strengthening Christ.

It is already no longer needed that one cry, as in the third watch, or the

fourth watch, '• What of the night ?" The morning has come. The light

gilds innumerable spires ; it reveals also innumerable wastes. Our cry is',
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" What of the day ?" And the answer is, " To your tents, Israel
!"

" Ephraim shall not envy Judah
;

and Judah shall not vex Ephraim !"

" Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of
thine habitations. Spare not ; lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy
stakes ;

for thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the lei't ; and thy
seed shall inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited."

The report of the Standing Committee on Freedmen was adopted, and is

as follows

:

The Standing Committee to whom was referred that part of the report of
the Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions pertaining to the work among
the Freedmen, respectfully report as follows :

They rejoice to find that the great work to which the Church was sum-
moned by the last Assembly, and which those in charge of our missionary
operations wei'e then urged to carry boldly and swiftly forward, is fairly and
successfully begun.

Your Committee, in common, no doubt, with all who have given any
degree of attention to the situation and claims of the Freedmen, look with
wonder and regret at the strange delay with which we were chargeable, as a
Church, in entering upon a field of missionary labor whose claims were so

peculiarly urgent and sacred, and which was at the same time, in all its

aspects, so hopeful. But we rejoice that an earnest beginning has been
made ; that the work has now been wisely planned and thoroughly organ-

ized ; that the call, loud and unmistakable, has been sent out over the length

and breadth of the Church to bring in her offerings for the cause, and that

already seven ordained missionaries and nearly one hundred teachers are in

the field, pushing forward their work with energy, and with the evident

blessing of God ;
while many other laborers are now under appointment, and

every month is witnessing the enlargement of the contributions, and the ex-

tension of the labors which have been so energetically and hopefully begun.
Nearly every other denomination of evangelical Christians is in advance

of us, in respect both to the promptness and the liberality with which they
have entered upon this work of educating and evangelizing the Freedmen.

This remark applies, of course, only to our action as a Church ; for, from
the v^ry first hour that opportunity was offered, the [296] Christian people
in our New School Presbyterian churches have been contributing largely to

this cause. Their gifts, however, have hitherto been placed at the disposal

of numberless societies, working, some of them, directly in the interest of
other denominations, and others working without supervision by any evan-
gelical denomination whatever.

Probably almost every pastor in our body can testify, as those of your
Committee certainly can, that no object, especially for the last four years,

has enlisted such a quick and hearty sympathy in the bosoms of the people

as the elevation and the thorough evangelization of the Freedmen. In some
of our churches, as many as three or four collections, in the course of the

year, have been cheerfully given for this cause. No other cause would have
borne such a frequent presentation, and been met with such an unwearied
and substantial welcome to the last. A word for the Freedmen has always
been answered quickly and generously.

No step could have been taken by the Assembly more wise, and more for-

tunate, than the organization of a plan which shall turn upon the wheels of

our own work this stream of generous and cheerful bounty. The day of

desultory and scattered effort, we hope, has closed. Let the strength of the

Church be concentrated. Let all the gifts of all our churches, in behalf of

the Freedmen, be placed at the disposal of that veteran Missionary Commit-
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tee whom we know and trust, and under whom so much has been accom-
plished in the evangelization of the populous North and West, and p, new
era will have begun in the work of missions to the Freedmen.

The Standing Committee desire to call particular attention to this point,

and urge every pastor within our bounds to do his utmost, not only to

secure contributions in behalf of the Freedmen, but to induce the donors to

pour their gifts into that channel prepared and recommended by our branch

of the Church. A column will be found in the next Minutes of the General

Assembly, set apart particularly for a record of our contributions to this

object; and, while we would not lessen, in the least degree, the zeal or the

resources of any other evangelical denomination engaged in this work, but

rather bid them " go forward " in God's name, we I'eel that the time has fully

come for the New School Presbyterian Church to do something in behalf of

the emancipated slaves, which shall be seen by the world to be correspondent

with her wealth, her heart, and her history.

It is not strange, perhaps, that, during the past year, but a very few of

our churches have contributed to the Freedmen's Fund of the Committee.

The rank and file of our membership hardly know as yet what an enterprise

has been begun. They have not learned of the vastness of its outline, nor

of the completeness of its organization. It is hoped that the pastors will

now acquaint their churches fully with these facts. One hundred and eighty-

nine only of the more than 1600 churches of our body contributed last year

to this cause—less than one-eighth of the whole ; S15,000 [297] being the

total of the receipts, and even this including sums of considerable import-

ance contributed by the Fi'eedmen's Bureau, benevolent persons in Great
Britain, and others.

The Permanent Committee, in accordance with the instructions of the last

General Assembly, have combined, so far as practicable, in their efforts for

the Freedmen, both evangelism and education. They have been sending out
ordained missionaries, by whom churches have been gathered and organized,

some of which, on the 11th of the present month, (May, 1869,) were organ-

ized into " the Presbytery of South Carolina." But they are also sending
out Christian teachers, both men and women, who are devoting themselves,

in the true missionary spirit, to the work- of instruction. Other societies,

perceiving the advantages possessed by the Permanent Committee for a
reliable prosecution and a permanent support of the work of education

among the Freedmen, are already turning over their schools in large num-
bers to the Committee, while new schools are being opened continually by
their own agents and missionaries.

In the judgment of the Standing Committee, the great want of the Freed-
men to-day is a supply of competent pastors and teachers from their own
midst and of their own race. The free admission of colored young men to

all our Collages and Seminai-ies will do much to enlarge the number of can-

didates for the ministry from that race ; and the early establishment of

normal schools in the Southern States can very soon raise up a large and
competent corps of teachers. Your Committee entertain the hope that

efforts will be made to secure both these ends.

They would also suggest that a certain portion of the pages of the Pres-

hyferian Montlihj be set apart, for the purpose of conveying to our churches
full information and earnest appeals with regard to this branch of our
missionary work.

It was recommended to the Assembly last year by the Standing Committee
on Home Missions, in view of the necessities of a vigorous prosecution of

this department of our work, that the Permanent Committee be authorized
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to employ an " Assistant Secretary." The prospect already opening before

us, of the very rapid extension of our work among the Freedmen, certainly

the intrinsic importance of the work, and the efforts which should be made
to arouse and direct the Christian enthusiasm of all our churches, cause

your Committee to feel that this provision for an Assistant Secretary only is

likely to be misinterpreted, and to be insufficient ; and they recommend that

the executive officer of this department of our Home Missions be known as
'' the Secretary for the Freedmen ;" it being understood, that the work which
he is called to superintend takes its place fully abreast of the largest and

most important schemes which we are carrying forward as a Church for the

evangelization of the world.

In conclusion, we most earnestly press once more upon the attention of

the Assembly the vastness, and sacredness, and especially the hopefulness of

the work, which we are called to under[298]take in behalf of the Freedmen.

A more hopeful field for missionary efturt is not to be found on the face of

the globe than that among these millions of emancipated slaves.

Scarcely more than one-tenth of them are reached, as yet, by all the

agencies which are combined for their elevation. It is estimated that nearly

2,000,000 are still unable to read.

They are in sad need ; but they are conscious of it, and eager, intensely

eager, for the blessings we propose to send. They wait for our evangelists

and our Christian teachers. In them, Ethiopia is already in prayer stretch-

ing out her hands unto God. Your Committee beg leave to suggest to the

Assembly, therefore, that it shall recommend, and urge upon the churches

to raise during the coming year no less a sum than $100,000 for the purpose

of carrying forward, not feebly, but boldly, swiftly, and vigorously, the work

of educating and evangelizing the Freedmen.

The report of the Standing Committee on Church Erection was adopted,

and is as follows

:

The Committee to whom was referred the fifteenth annual report of the

Trustees of the Church Erection Fund, and also Overtures from the Synod

of Iowa and the Presbytery of Iowa City, respectfully report

:

The facts exhibited and the suggestions made commend themselves to the

thoughtful consideration of the Assembly.

Three things are put luminously before us by the facts of the report

:

1. That the general regulations for the disposition of the fund are judi-

cious, and comprehensive of the widest usefulness.

2. That the Church at large is by no means yet in full and intelligent

sympathy with this cause of Church Erection.

3. That the present need of largely increased appropriations is pressing

and imperative.

As to the general regulations for the disposition of the Fund, they are

these : That the grant should complete the church edifice, and leave it free

from debt ; that the grant in every case should be secured to the denomina-

tion by reversionary lien ; that the congregation thus helped should take up

an annual collection for the cause of Church Erection. The wisdom of these

regulations is too clear for question. The first is a constant stimulus to the

best effort, and most promptly secures the completed structure. The second

is simply a reasonable safeguard against possible transfer of denominational

connection. The third adds no many churches each year to the list of con-

tributors to the treasury of the Board.
' As to the vital interests dependent on a vigorous prosecution of our Church

Erection work, it is manifest that the Church at large has no thorough com-

prehension of them, from the fact that one thousand one hundred and sixty-
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three churches have not given one doHar to this work during the last year.

Thus more than a thou[299]sand of our churches have gone through the
year as if no Church Erection cause were on our list. Worse than this. In four
out of the five cases where direct applications were made for a hearing for

this cause, there has been returned by the pastors of our churches either a
positive refusal or no answer. This is a reproach and a shame. It is shut-
ting the door in the face of a grave responsibility. It betrays either most
lamentable ignorance, or most censurable indifi'erence.

As to the pressing necessity of greatly increased appropriations, the fVicts

speak with emphasis. The average amount given to each church the past
year has been about $475. This makes it simply impossible for many of our
homeless congregations, whose need is really the most imperative, and yet
whose resources are the most straitened, to arise and build. The meagre offer of
the Board is so far below the necessity of the unhoused flock, that it operates
as a discouragement rather than a stimulus. Then again, if it be true, as
stated, that there are single Synods where the entire $-46,000 given to

Church Erection could be judiciously invested, what a beggarly thing we
are doing in attempting to meet, with that same sum, the wants of twelve or
fifteen great States !

What is needed, therefore, with respect to contributions to this cause, is,

1st. Universality. The source of supply should be limited only by the
number of our churches. This object should be down in every list of be-

nevolences. We should wipe out the reproach of ignoring, by four-fifths

of our denomination, a cause so vitally connected with the efficient prosecu-
tion of our evangelistic work.

2d. Regularity. Once down on the list of benevolent causes, every
church should give it the same conscientious heed that is given to Home
and Foreign Missions. Now, it is far otherwise. Church Erection seems to

be regarded almost wholly in its material aspects. It is thought the spiritu-

alities are all connected with the other causes. And hence, when necessity
comes, and curtailments in contributions must be made, out of the list goes
Church Erection first and always. It alone is commonly made to bear the
deduction, and to bear it all. And the sufficient plea is, in answer to expos-
tulation, " We have work at home." And this proves to be, as the report
says, " anywhere from a hundred thousand dollar sanctuary down to a
church fence or a coat of paint." Thus the Board of Trustees are left to

great uncertainty as to what they may rely upon. If they make pledges,
and fail to fulfil them, they put the church engaged in building in the
worst of all possible positions before the community. For Church Erec-
tion involves business contracts, and bank notes, and promises to pay. And
wherever a church fails to meet these, the cause of Christ suffers grievous
hurt.

3d. Increased liberality is a third necessity. This cause should take its

place in the sympathies and the generosities of our people, right by the side

of the other leading causes. It should be lifted to a like conspicuity. It

should go hand in hand with Home Mis[300]sions. It is a sister beneficence.

Its claims are mission claims. Its success is evangelistic success. Its work,
mission work. For it conserves mission work, economizes it, perpetuates it,

gives it greatly increased efficiency. It is the visible and the structural about
our Christianity. What could the soul do, in this world of sight and sense,

without the body ? What the body is to the soul, so is the church edifice to

tlu' church. Give a weak, struggling, houseless flock of God a sanctuary,
and its effectiveness is almost immediately doubled

;
permanence is more

certainly assured it ; it passes straightway from a nursling, feeding at the

38
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breast of the Home Mission cause, to a vigorous self-support, contributing

to the vitalities of the entire church. Give every organized church a house,
and every minister a pulpit, dedicated to God, and the Church will at once
rally to itself the best material that surrounds it. and the man of God will

not wear out the best years of his life in preaching without the helps and
sanctities of the sanctuary. Give this Board of our Church funds enough,
and it will annually lift scores of our feeble congregations out of helplessness

into helpfulness. Every dollar given to Church Erection is ten times that

saved to Home Missions.

Here is a continent, vast and populous, stepping to the lead of the world's

affairs with the stride of a young giant. It has already had unparalleled

development. But the possible marvels of its future are almost infinitely

beyond the achieved marvels of its past. Cities are being built almost in a

day. Towns are dotting our Western prairies and mountain sides as by
magic. Godless institutions keep pace with this development. Up go the
structures, and out hang the signals where pleasure and passion and lust

hold high carnival. These do not wait the accumulation of wealth before

they build. Even Rome anticipates the march of empire, and promptly rears

her altars in the new settlements to call men to the worship of the Virgin.

Shall not the Church of Jesus Christ hasten to construct the visible tokens

of the march of another and better empire, and by her consecrated Christian

temples summon men to the worship of a greater than the Virgin ? More than
one hundred and fifty flocks stretch out their hands to-day for shelter. Far
more than every dollar of the balance in the treasury of the Board is already

pledged. God says to this host of his elect, " Go forward." The call is

urgent ; the field vast ; the need imperative. One hundred thousand dollars

is the least we ought to devote the coming year to this department of our
denominational work.

Your Committee would therefore recommend, as expressive of the sense

of this Assembly, the following resolutions:

1. That the Presbyteries are enjoined to take special oversight of their

respective fields in connection with the interests of Church Erection, securing

as far as pos;>il'.lc an annual collection from all the churches, and urging upon
them the great importance of this cause in its near and vital relations to the

work of God in our land. [3*^*1]

2. That the Board be allowed an enlargement of discretionary power with

regard to the amount of grants, and the disposition of exceptional cases.

3. That all contributions to this cause, whether general or special, should

be made, as far as possible, through the Board of Trustees of the Church
Erection Fund.

4. That all special work, as well as the general appropriations of the Boai'd,

should be secured by lien, not only for the sake of security, but of denomina-

tional cohesion and stability.

The following persons -are recommended to the Assembly to fill the

vacancies reported by the Board : Rev. J. Fewsmith, D. D., Rev. Samuel D.

Burchard, D. D., and Mr. Frederick G. Burnham, for the full term of three

years ; and Rev. Norman Seaver, D. D., for two years, in the place of Rev.

Arthur Mitchell, resigned.

The report of the Standing Committee on Education was adopted, and is as

follows

:

The Committee appointed to consider the annual report of the Permanent
Committee on Education respectfully report

:

That the death of the Rev. John J. Owen, D. D., LL.D., a member of the

Permanent Committee, is a great calamity to them and to the cause of Edu-
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cation for the IMinistry, as well as to the cause of common school education,

and especially to the cause of Biblical science. Next to the beloved and
honored Barnes, who still survives, but who announces that his last work is

done. Dr. Owen stood foremost in this Church as a scholarly and practical

expositor of Scripture. Now that he is no more, it is a matter of devout

gratitude that his valuable commentaries on the Gospels remain to pei'pctuate

his wholesome influence.

The number of candidates for the ministry aided by the Permanent Com-
mittee, during the year now closed, is 210, five more than were aided during

the previous year. Of these students, 63 were in Theological Seminaries, 10c>

in Colleges, and 44 in Academies.

The contributions received during the year by the Permanent Committee,

from churches and individuals, were in all $24,037.97
; $6,530.38, or 37 per

cent, more than the amount received the year before.

The number of contributing chuvclies was 372 ; a larger number than
during any year since the Permanent Committee was instituted, and 95
churches, or 34 per cent., more than last year. But there still remain of

non-contributing churches about three-fourths of the whole number of

churches. But, notwithstanding this gratifying increase in the number of

contributing churches and in the amount of contributions, the Permanent
Committee found such a deficiency in their treasury, at the closeof the year,

that they could only make one-fourth of the final appropriation for the year
to their students—ten dollars, for example, instead of forty to each of their

theological beneficiaries. This is the only drawback to the otherwise very
favorable record of [302] the Permanent Committee. But such a failure to

meet the reasonable expectations of their students demands the prompt and
serious consideration of the General Assembly. No fault is found, either

with the Permanent Committee, or with their competent and efl^icient Secre-

tary, and Treasurer. But it is easy to see, that repeated failures of this kind
would quickly deprive the Church of all save the very small number of self-

supporting candidates for the ministry. Religious young men, having a high
sense of honor because they are religious, cannot long endure the pecuniary
embarrassments to which such failures of necessity subject them. Moreover,
they can not but feel that, when such failures are allowed to occur, they are

treated by the Church of their aff"ection with some degree of injustice, and
so their confidence in that Church is weakened, and their respect for it

diminished.

The Committee, therefore, recommend the adoption of the following reso-

lutions :

1. That the Permanent Committee be recommended so to arrange the
business of the office, that the Secretary shall be at liberty to visit Synods,
Pre-sbyteries, and churches, and to use the agency of the press, in behalf of
the important cause which he is appointed to represent.

2. That, since the engagement of the Permanent Committee with their

students is of the nature of a contract, that Committee be authorized to

borrow the money rather than to allow an appropriation either to be delayed
or to fall shoi't of the full amount promised.

3. That the Synods, Presbyteries, and churches be exhorted to remember,
that the cause of Education for the Ministry is vital, not only to the welfare

but to the very existence of the Church, as an external organization for the
spread of the Gospel.

The Committee recommend the appointment of Rev. Dwight M. Seward,
D. D., Rev. Daniel W. Poor, D. D., William W. Wicks, James H. Benedict,

and D. Willis James, to fill the vacancies of Rev. John J. Owen, D. D., Rev,
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Jonathan F. Stearns, D. D., William W. Wicks, Jesse W. Benedict, and Charles
Taylor, whose terms of office expire with this General Assembly ; and the
appointment of Henry Ide, and William H. H. Moore, in the place of Rev.
Charles 8. Kobinson, D. D., and Fisher Howe, of the class of 1867, who have
resigned.

The Rev. Joseph Fewsmith, D. D., Rev. Samuel D. Burchard, D. D., and
Mr. Frederick G. Burnham were duly elected, by ballot. Trustees of the
Church Erection Fund, to serve three years, and the Rev. Norman Seaver,

J). J)., in the place of Rev. Arthur Mitchell, resigned, to serve two years.

The Rev. Daniel 3Iarch, D. D., Rev. Thomas J. Shepherd, D. D., Rev.
William T. Eva, Mr. John C. Farr, and Charles S. Wurts, M. D., were duly
elected, by ballot. Trustees of the Presbyterian House, to serve three years.

3Iessrs. Joseph F. Joy, Joseph W. Lester, and Tredwell [303] Ketcham
were elected Auditors of the Church Erection Fund for the ensuing year.

The report on the communication of the Delegate to the Assemblies of

Scotland and Ireland was taken from the docket. The previous action, by
which a portion of this report was adopted, was reconsidered, and the whole
recommitted for report to the adjourned meeting in November.
The following report of the Committee of Bills and Overtures was adopted :

At the instance of an Overture from the Presbytery of Humboldt on the

subject of Systematic Benevolence, this General Assembly record their deep
conviction of the importance, not less to the churches themselves than to the

benevolent causes to be aided, that all our congregations contribute regularly

to each of the several enterprises undertaken and carried on by us as a

Church ; and each Presbytery is hereby earnestly requested, at their next

regular meeting to seek out and adopt some plan, such as may seem best

suited to the condition of their churches, whereby this desirable benefit may
be secured.

A paper reported by the Committee on Bills and Overtures on the subject

of the Opera, the Theatre, the Dance, and Card-playing, was referred to a

Commitfee, consisting of the Rev. Herriek Johnson, D. D., Rev. William E.

Moore, and Mr. Alexander Whilldin, to report at the adjourned meeting.

Resolved, That the General Assembly recommend to its churches the

observance of the week, beginning with the first Sabbath of January next,

as a week of special prayer for the Conversion of the World.

Resolved, That the General Assembly recommend the observance of the

day of special prayer for Colleges and Seminaries of learning.

Resolved, That the Minutes of the Assembly, with the usual Appendix,

and the reports of the Treasurers of the Permanent Committees, be printed

under the direction of the Stated Clerk.

The janitor's bill, the bill for stationery and printing, the traveling ex-

penses of the Delegates to Corresponding Bodies, and the salaries and travel-

ing expenses of the Stated and Permanent Clerks, were ordered to be paid.

By a unanimous and hearty vote, the Assembly adopted the following

resolution of thanks

:

Resolved, That the hearty thanks of this General Assembly are hereby

tendered to the citizens of New York, for the generous hospitality with which

they have welcomed us to their homes, for the sympathy with which they

have entered into our labors, and for the prayers with which they have sup-

plicated the Divine blessing upon us and our sister Assembly. [3'^"^]

Also, to the Trustees of the church of the Covenant for the use of their

house of worship; to the sexton; to the choir; and to the pastor^ also to

the Committee of Arrangements, who have so amply provided for our comfort.

Also, to the projectors of the social interview at Apollo Hall, and to all
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who have honored vxs with invitations to the various entertainments which
have added so much to the relief of our more exacting duties.

Also, to the conductors of the daily press, whose records of our proceed-
ings have been so faithfully made.

Also, to the directors of the several railroad companies, who have so facili-

tated our comings and goings.

And to all who have put S. Christian greeting into their welcomes, and will

doubtless put a Christian prayer into their farewells.

The Rev. Frederick A. Noble, Rev. Peter S. Davies, and Messrs. Richard
Edwards, Wm. C. Aughinbaugh, and William Thaw were designated as a

Committee of Arrangements for the adjourned meeting at Pittsburgh, Pa.
Ordered., That the Presbytery of South Carolina be, agreeably to their

own request, attached to the Synod of New York and New Jersey.

A communication was received, conveying the fraternal salutations of the
Methodist Preachers' Meeting of this city to the two General Assemblies.

The Permanent Clerk was directed to return an appropriate acknowledgment
on behalf of the Assembly.
The Roll was called, and the following persons were found to be absent

without excuse

:

Ministers—Norman Seaver, D. D., John Patton, J). D., Frederick R. Gal-
laher, D. D., and John Fisher. Elders—Horatio G. Torbert, M. D., Owen R.
Bacon, and Philetus Fales.

The Minutes of this session were read and approved.

In accordance with previous action, the Assembly, with prayer, and the

apostolic benediction by the Moderator, adjourned, to meet at the Third
Presbyterian church, in the city of Pittsburgh, Pa., on the second Wednes-
day of November, A. D. 1869, at 11 o'clock A. M.

J. GLENTWORTH BUTLER,
Permanent Clerk.

APPENDIX.

ANNUAL NAEKATIVE

Of the State op Religion within the Bounds of the Presbyte-
rian Church in the United States of America, May, 1869.

It is of deep moment that, as a Church, we should form a correct estimate
of the state of religion within our bounds. Thus far we have been occupied
largely in completing our organization, and in equipping ourselves for the
work to which the Head of the Church has called us. We stand to-day
thoroughly organized and prepared for aggressive efforts, a harmonious,
energetic Church. The position is not without danger. We may be tempted
to forget, in the development of plans and the perfection of machinery, the

necessity of preserving the spirit of the Church pure from worldliness, free

fi'om self-confidence, fervent in devotion, ardent in labors. Against an error

so injurious, so perilous, we need to guard. No perfection of apparatus can
compensate for the lack of the true spirit of Christianity.

It is greatly to be regretted that so many of our Presbyteries have failed

to report to the Assembly. Scarcely less is it to be regretted that, of the
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ninety-six Presbyteries wliich have reported, with but few exceptions are

these reports complete. Reports have been sent to this Assembly represent-

ing but five churches out of thirty-four, but thirteen out of twenty-two,
but twenty out of thirty-four. Almost without exception, the churches, from
which no reports have been received, are the weak ones of the flock ; not
only showing us that the Presbyteries have neglected the care of these feeble

churches, but leaving us to form an over-estima1» of the success of the year.

Growth.

With very few exceptions, the churches exhibit the most marked signs of

outward prosperity. New edifices have been built in waste places. Old
buildings have been enlarged and beautified, to accommodate increasing

audiences, and to meet the requirements of becoming worship. Debts, that

have long hindered growth and usefulness, have been paid during this j^ast

year. The number of parsonages has been increased, and the salaries paid

to the ministers have, in not a few instances, been augmented. In nearly

every Presbytery, it is reported that the number of attendants upon divine

worship has increased, and that the utmost harmony prevails. Thus, though
few marked and exterior revivals are recorded, we are called upon to bless

God with devout gratitude for his favor.

Sabbath-schools.

The Presbj'^teries report, with the most remarkable unanimity, that in-

creased attention is paid to the Sabbath-school, as a part of the work of the

Church. Large additions have been made alike to the number of the schools

and the scholars. T*he Catechism of our Church has been made the basis of

the lessons of not a few schools, and the Church, through its officers—the

pastor and the elders—has guarded and guided the interests of the young.

Greater care has been exercised in the selection of teachers, not only pos-

sessed of a proper spirit, but of knowledge and aptness to teach. Teachers'

Institutes have been organized in many places with the most happy success.

The result already appears in more numerous conversions among the children,

saving them not only from infidelity and sin, but for the Church. Instances

are recorded of entire classes being brought to the Saviour. Trained from

their youth in knowledge and in labors, we may expect efficient laborers,

both in the ministry and eldership, from those thus brought into the fold.

The Eldership.

The reports of the Presbyteries indicate a growing sense of the import-

ance and responsibilities of the eldership throughout the churches. Many
sessions, no longer contented simply to sit as a board of counsel with the

pastor, take an oversight of the Church of God, which has been committed

to their care. Fairly applied, the system on which our Church is founded is

proved to be just as efficient for its care and growth as it was under the

Jewish economy, or in the first establishment of Christianity.

Personal Service.

Increasing attention has been paid to the development of Christian talent

and zeal in good works. A growing feeling of obligation to serve Christ

personally rests upon the minds of many members of our churches, which
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has been cultivated and directed by faithful pastors. The Church has

opened a field for the occupation of pious women in their noiseless, tireless

efforts to do good, which they have filled with faithfulness and devotion.

The prayer-meetings of the churches have been well sustained. It has been

found eminently useful and successful in many churches to divide these

meetings into classes, and train up the youth of the Church in smaller circles.

Freed from embarrassment by the presence of older members, they are now
ready to take part in the service, and thus are developed into useful and

working members of their churches.

Temperance.

It is gratifying to note how generally the churches have been interested

in the subject of Temperance. No uncertain sound has been uttered by the

pastors, and no timorous measures adopted by the churches. It is one of

the most hopeful evidences of success, that the churches are depending

more on themselves, to prevent and control intemperance, than on societies

having no connection with them. The Church needs no secret and unor-

dained society to preserve herself from this growing evil. She possesses the

power, if she will exercise it, to purify herself and to keep herself pure.

Reunion.

Most fervent prayers are offered and wishes expressed, in these reports, for

a Union between the two great branches of the Presbyterian Church. This

desire is most earnestly expressed by our brethren in the West, who meet
difficulties in this sad division, of which those at the East are almost uncon-
scious. As indications of what may be expected when, in obedience to our
Lord's prayer and manifested leadings, we become one Church, in two in-

stances where such a union has been effected between one of our churches
and one of the other branch, a plentiful outpouring of God's Spirit has
indicated the approval of the Head of the Churcli. Several churches, for-

merly united with us on '-the Plan of Union," have, with more or less

opposition, become wholly Presbyterian. Others, though a less number,
have been lost to us.

Benevolence.

Allowing for the growth of the Church, in numbers and in wealth, the

benevolence of the Church has not materially increased. But one Presby-
tery reports a decided increase of from fifty to one hundred per cent, upon
former years, while the greater part of the churches preserve about the

same proportion.

Conversions.

But little definite information can be gathered, from the reports, of the

aggressive work of the Church. One Presbytery alone makes mention of
an effort to bring the power of Christianity and the restraining influences

of our Church to bear on our colored brethren. One Presbyter}' records a

greatly advanced work among the Indians, while another records the com-
plete failure of Indian missions in their bounds. Several Presbyteries make
mention of successful labor among the Germans. Of the work of our
brethren on the Pacific coast among the Chinese, no report has been
received. The frontier Presbyteries speak most courageously and cheer-
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fully of their determination, by the help of the Lord, to occupy the land

lying before them. Thirty new churches are reported to have been organ-

ized, and two stricken from the Rolls as disbanded, thus making only an

increase for the past year, as reported to us, of twenty-eight churches.*

One hundred and forty-four churches have enjoyed revivals of greater or

less extent, twenty of which have each received over fifty new members by
profession. These churches thus revived have been almost without excep-

tion in our cities and towns. One church—that with which the writer is

now associated—reports that scai'ce any above the age of twelve years arc

unconverted. Last year the conversions averaged six for every minister,

and about seven for every church in our bounds. Is this a result with

which we should be satisfied ? Is it too much to expect that in a year

every member of the Church should bring one other soul to Christ?

One cry comes frofn all the West—for men, men of courage, self-denial,

devotion, piety ;
men who love to lay foundations ; men who are consecrated

to the work of saving souls. The field is white to the harvest, while the

laborers are few.

The Pastorate.

By far the most discouraging feature of all the reports is the relation of

the ministry to the several chui'ches. The one crying evil, far and wide,

which hinders the efficiency of the Church, and prevents the zealous and

affectionate labors of the ministry, is the system of sustaining stated sup-

plies instead of pastors. One Presbytery has not a single pastor in its

bounds ; out of another, composed of thirteen ministei'S, but three are pas-

tors ; out of another, having ten churches, but one has a pastor. These sad

statistics could be swelled in like proportion. Last year, over three hundred

vacant churches were reported, and over seven hundred and fifty had stated

supplies. Thus it is seen that but a little over one-third of our churches are

served by pastors. From these pastorless churches the most discouraging

reports sent to the Assembly are received. It is true, many of these churches

are weak ; but a pastor can be sustained far more easily than a stated supply.

More of a spirit of benevolence on the part of churches could secure a per-

manent pastoral relation. The evil has grown in the churches until not a

few are unwilling to have a permanent pastor, as binding them to his sup-

port. But the difficulty in this saddening recital, lies also with the ministers

themselves. Greater consecration, more self-denial, truer love for souls, would

secure a willingness to link the lives and hopes of the ministers with these

feeble flocks, to increase their numbers, develop these fields, and build up

churches on which others have not expended labors.

Growing Evils.

Many of the churches mourn over a growing spirit of worldliness, mani-

fested in neglect of church service on one half of the Sabbath, in recreation

and indolence on that holy day, in yielding to the principles of the world in

business, and in following the fashions and pleasures of the world. While

we have reason to be encouraged, we ought to rejoice with trembling. If

but the right spirit actuated the Church, what an influence could be brought

to bear on the world ! What records of growth and usefulness would come

to us year by year ! For this let us pray.

*The Home Mission Committee report 73 new churches for the year.
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Decease of Ministers.

During the past year the Church has lost by death the following thirty-

three ministers

:

Name.

Avery, Abraham S
Babcbck, Hiram A
Bird, Thompsiiii
Brayton, Isaac H
Carnpfield, Natliau P
De Long, Ira O
Downey, Thomas J
Duffleld, George, D. D....

Dunning, Halsey
Ewing, John C.."

Fine, Lamberts
Fitch, Octavius
Freeman, George ,

Hall, Lemuel
Kingsbury, Enoch
Lemon, Alexander
Lippincott, Thomas

,

McCorkle, Frs. A., M. D..

Moase, John
North, Alfred
Owen, J. J., D. D., LL.D..
Palmer, David F
Parmelee, Alvan
Peck. John
Porter, Stephen
Randolph, Benjamin F..
Reichman, John G., D. D
Riggs, Zenas
Taylor, Hntchins
Vail, Franklin Y
Walker, John
Whiton, John
Woodruff, Jeremiah

ApE.

76
65
65
44
30
43
41
74
50
65
36
67
73
74
68
55
78
73
75
62
65
62
66
54
86
30
57
73
78
71
82
70

Date.

Sept. 3,

June 6,

Jan. 4,

April 12,

Sept. 7,

May 30,

Mar. 31,

June 26,

Jan. 11,

Dec. 14,

Mar. 5,

Feb. 24,

Julv 27,

ABril 9,

Oct. 26,

Nov. 15,

April 13,

Mar. 17,

Dec. 8,

Mar. 3,

April 18,

June 28,

Mar. 19,

Nov. 24,

Aug. 28,

Oct. 16,

Nov. 16,

April 13,

Aug. 31,

June 23,

June 8,

Nov. —

,

July 25,

1868.
1^!68.

1809.

1869.
186S.

1868.

1869.

1868.

1869.

1868.

1869.

1869.

1868.

1868.

1868.

1868. i

1869.

1869.;

1868.1

1869.1

1869.;

1868.

1869.
1868.'

1868.

1868.;

1868.

1869.

1868.
1S68.

1868.

1868.!

Place.

Lawrenceburgh, Ind....

Wayne, Ohio
Des Moines, lo
Nevada City, Cal
Bellows Falls, Vt
Palmyra, N. Y
Nelsonville, Ohio
Detroit, Mich
Baltimore, Md
Winterset, Iowa
Troy, Pa
Lawrenceville, Pa
Parma. N. Y
Geneva, Wis
Danville, 111

Ripon, Wis
Pana, 111

Greeneville, Tenn
Middleburgh, N. Y
Chilton, Wis
New York City, N.Y....
Meadow Creek, Tenn..
Middlefield Cen., N. Y.
Paterson, N. J
Geneva, N. Y
Cokesburgh, .S. C
Kalamazoo, Mich
Candor, N. Y
Belvidere, 111

Cincinnati, Ohio
VVaverley, N. Y
Wolcott, N.Y
Lansing, Iowa

Presbytery.

Pataskala.
Grand River.
Des Moines.
San Francisco.
Onondaga.
Ontario.
Scioto.
Detroit.
District of Columbia.
Des Moines.
Geneva.
Wellsborough.
Rochester.
Galena and Belvidere.
Wabash.
Fox River.
Alton.
Holston.
Catskill.
Genesee.
New York, Third.
Holston.
Watertown.
New York, Fourth.
Geneva.
Buffalo.
Kalamazoo.
Newark.
Galena and Belvidere.
Cincinnati.
Monroe.
Lyons.
Dubuque.

The following Presbyteries have not reported to this Assembly : Catskill,

Cedar Rapids, Chariton, Chicago, Hamilton, Kansas, Minnesota, Montrose,
Newark, Ottawa, Ripley, St. Lawrence, San Francisco, San Jose, Nevada,
Troy and Wilmington.
By order of the General Assembly.

PHILEMON H. FOWLER, Moderator.

EDWIN F. HATFIELD, Stated Clerk.
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MINUTES, 1869.

Pittsburgh, Pa., November 10th, 1869.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Cliiircli in the United States

of America met, agreeably to adjournment, in the Third Presbyterian church
of the city of Pittsburgh, Pa., on Wednesday, the 10th of November, 1869,
at 11 o'clock A. M., and having occupied half an hour in devotional exercises,

was opened with prayer by the Moderator.

The Roll was then called, and the following persons were found to be
present

:

I. SYNOD OF ALBANY.
PRESBYTERIES.

1

.

Champlain,
2. Troy,

3. Albany,

.4. Columbia,

5. Catskill,

1. St. Laiorence,

2. Watertown^

3. Osicego,

4. Utica,

MINISTERS.

George T. Everest.

Henry Darling, D. D.,

David R. Frazer.

George A. Howard.

ELDERS.

Elijah G. Atwood,
William P. Bliss.

Samuel Anable.

II. SYNOD OF UTICA.

John Waugh.
John B. Preston, William P. Massey, M. D.
Henry N. Millerd, Daniel W. Ingersoll.

Philemon H. Fowler, D. D., Thomas Williams.

S.W. Fisher, D.D.,LL.D.,

III. SYNOD OF ONONDAGA.
1. Onondaga,
2. Cayuga,

3. Cortland,

4. Tioga.

1

.

Geneva,

2. Steuben,

3. Chemung,
4. Ithaca,

5. Wellsborough,

6. Lyons,

1. Otsego,

2. Chenango,
3. Delaioare,

Sherman B. Canfield, D. D.

Ezra A. Huntington, D. D.,

Marcus N. Preston,

John V. C. Nellis.

Sylvester Willard, M. D.,

Hon. John Porter.

[482]

IV. SYNOD OF GENEVA.
David Magie,

Joel Wakeman, D. D.,

Augustus W. Cowles, D. D.

Alexander 0. Peloubet,

Frederick Graves,

Robert E. Wlllson,

Harvey Rice,

Ebenezer B. Jones.

Paul C. Howe.
Hon. William T. Jackson.

Abram G. Opdyke.
Hon. Henry W. Williams.

Henry M. Clark.

V. SYNOD OF SUSQUEHANNA.
Charles Gillette.

Sumner Mandeville.

Charles H. De Long, Marsena Benedict.
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VI. SYNOD OF GENESEE.
PRESBYTERIES.

1.

2.

3.

Buffalo,

Ontario,

Rochester,

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

1.

2.

MINISTERS.

Albert T. Chester, D. D.,

Levi Parsons,

James B. Shaw, D. D.,

ELDERS.

George W. Tew.
Orrin S. Gilbert.

Frederick Starr,

4. Genesee,

5. Niagara,

6. Genesee Valley,

Alexander McA. Thorburn, Louis Chapin.

John Wickes.

Edward Payson Marvin, William F. Evans.

Corliss B. Gardner.

VII. SYNOD OF NEW YORK AND
Hudson,
North River,

Long Island,

New York, 3d,

5. New York, 4:th,

Brooklyn,

Newark,

Rockaioay,

Montrose,

South Carolina,

George Pierson,

Edgar W. Clark,

Epher Whitaker,

Robt. Russell Booth, D. D.,

Thomas Street,

James B. Bonar,

William Adams, D. D.,

LL.D.,

Howard Crosby, D. D.,

Samuel Carlile,

Jonathan F. Stearns, D. D.,

Charles T. Haley,

NEW JEESEY.
Jesse Roe.

George Bates.

Stuart T. Terry.

Stephen H. Thayer.

Hon. William E. Dodge,

George W. Lane,

William A. Cummings.
Nathan Lane,

Harrison Teller, M. D.

William F. Van Wagenen,
Hiram B. Littell,

Frederick G. Burnham.
Hon. Daniel Haines.

Charles S. Dunning,
Jacob G. Miller.

Silas McKinney.

VIII. SYNOD OF PENNSYLVANIA.
Wilmington, John Patton, D. D.,

Philadelphia, 2>d, William E. Moore,

Z. M. Humphrey, D. D.,

Philadelphia, 4:th, Robert Adair,

Richard Allen, D. D.,

Herrick Johnson, D. D.,

Harrisburgh, Conway P. Wing, D. D.,

Dist. of Columbia, Byron Sunderland, D. D.,

Edward T. Taylor.

Hon. William Strong.

Samuel T. Bodine,

Charles M. Lukens,
Peter L. Krider.

Peter Wilson.

J. Paris Moore. [483]

IX. SYNOD OF W^EST PENNSYLVANIA.
Erie, George W. Cleaveland, Absalom M. Carson.

Meadville, Richard Craighead, Daniel Uber.

Pittsburgh, William T. Wylie, William C. Aughinbaugh.

1. Detroit,

2. Monroe.

3. Marshall,

4. Washtenaw,
5. Kalamazoo,
6. Coldwater,

7. Saginaiv,

8. Grand Riv. Val.,

9. Lansing,

X. SYNOD OF MICHIGAN.
Albert E. Hastings, Hon. Jacob S. Farrand.

Thomas Sherrard,

Gustavus L. Foster,

John Sailor,

Archibald McSween,
Louis Mills,

J. Evarts Weed,

Hon. George H. French.

Gershom B. Gillett.

Daniel 0. Roberts.

Albert A. Luce.

Youngs E. Benton.

Henry Griffin.

Joseph Mills.
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XI. SYNOD OF WESTERN RESERVE.
PRESBYTERIES.

1. Grand River

^

2. Huron,

3. Trumbull,

4. Cleveland and
Portage,

5. Maumee.

1. Athens,

2. Patoskala,

3. Franklin,

4. Scioto,

1. Cincinnati,

2. Ripley,

3. Dayton,

4. Hamilton,

1. Salem,,

2. Madison,

3. Indianapolis,

4. Green Castle,

1. CrawfordsviUe,

2. >S'^. Joseph,

3. Logansport,

4. i^or< Tfa^ne,

1. Illinois,

2. Schuyler,

3. T^Faftas^,

4. 7l?to7i,

MINISTERS.

Dwight K. Steele,

William T. Hart.

Xenoplion Betts,

Samuel C. Aiken, D. D.

James Shaw, D. D.,

ELDERS.

Oramell H. Fitch.

Jonathan Warner.
Hon. John A. Foot,

Thomas D. Crosby.

XII. SYNOD OF OHIO.
Henry W. Ballantine, Marcus Bosworth.
Addison Kingsbury, D. D., Timothy Rose.

John W. Thompson, John McElroy.
E. Perkins Pratt, T>. D., David C. Anderson.

XIII. SYNOD OF CINCINNATI.
Cornelius H. Taylor, D. D.

George M. Maxwell, B. D.,

Henry Osborn,

Rollin A. Sawyer,

Benjamin W. Chidlaw,

Guernsey Y. Roots.

John West.
Daniel Keifer.

John Irwin.

XIV. SYNOD OF
Charles Hutchinson,
Manuel J. Drennan.
Alexander Parker.

Blackford Condit,

INDIANA.
Joseph Loughmiller.

R. Wilds Jones.

XV. SYNOD OF WABASH.
Caleb Mills, LL.D., John Foster.

George C. Noyes.
Amos Jones.

Henry L. Brown, Hon. John L. Knight.[484]

XVI. SYNOD OF ILLINOIS.

Smith H. Hyde,
William W. Whipple.
Russell D. Van Deursen.

James W. Stark,

John Crocker,

Eben H. Palmer.

David E. Beatty,

Lewis Potter.

1. Ottawa.

2. Knox,
3. Galena and

Belvidere,

4. Chicago,

5. Bloomington,

Mihoanhee,
Fox River.

ColnmJms,

Lake Superior.

39

XVII. SYNOD OF PEORIA.

Edward H. Curtis.

Josiah Leonard, Thomas Wilson,

Calvin A. Shaw.
Robert W. Patterson, D. D., Claudius B. Nelson,

Arthur Mitchell, Royal E. Barber.

Charles H. Palmer, Benjamin E. Miles.

XVIII. SYNOD OF WISCONSIN.
John Martin, Owen R. Bacon.

Warren Mayo, Ephraim G. Stitt.
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PRESBYTERIES.

1. Des Moines.

2. Keokuk.
3. Iowa City,

4. Duhitqve.

5. Chariton,

6. Cedar Rapids,

7. Omaha.

1. Mankato,
2. Minnesota.

8. TFi;io?ia,

4. Dakota,

XIX. SYNOD OF IOWA.

MINISTERS. ELDERS.

Abner D. Chapman,

John Fisher.

John Summers.

William Ballantyne.

Benjamin K. Adams.

XX. SYNOD OF MINNESOTA.

Moses N. Adams, William P. McMasters.

Delos E. Wells,

Stephen R. lliggs.

Andrew B. Coe.

XXI. SYNOD OF MISSOURI.

1. St. Louis, James M. Brawner.
2. Nortitern Missouri, Thomas H. Tatlow, Homer H. Winchell.

3. Lexington, Elijah A. Carson, Charles K. Smith.

4. Osage, Seth G. Clark, Gr. Whitelow Shield.

1. Kansas,

2. Hmnholdt,
3. Smoky Hill,

1. Union,

2. Kingston,

3. Molston,

XXII. SYNOD OF KANSAS.

Victor M. King.

James Lewis.

J. Levis Jones. Benj. F. Thayer, M.D.[485]

XXIII. SYNOD OF TENNESSEE

Lsaac Emory,

Nathan Bachman.

Benj. A. Blackburn.
William S. Patton.

t

XXIV. SYNOD OF ALTA CALIFORNIA.
1. San Francisco.

2. Nevada.
3. San Jose, William W. Brier, David Huber.

CORRESPONDING BODIES.

1. General Assembly of the other | Rev. Charles C. Beatty, D. D., LL.D.,

Branch, Rev. George W. Musgrave, D. D., LL.D.

Several persons appeared with new Commissions, and their case was referred

to the Committee on Commissions.
The Committee of Arrangements reported, recommending that the morn-

ing session open at 9 o'clock A. M., and close at 12 o'clock M. ; that the

afternoon session open at 2 J o'clock, and close at 5 o'clock P. M. ; and that

the first hour of the morning session be occupied with devotional exercises.

The report was adopted.

The Stated Clerk presented the report of the Presbyteries on the Over-
ture for Reunion, as follows

:
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Report of the Stated Clerk of tlie General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church in the United States of America, on the answers of the Presbyteries

to the Overtures on the Reunion of the two branches of the Church

:

The number of Presbyteries connected with this General Assembly is one
hundred and thirteen. Official responses have been received from every one
of them. They have all answered the Overture in the affirmative. In each

of the Presbyteries of Albany, Wellsburo, and the District of Columbia a

single negative vote was cast. In each of the remaining one hundred and
ten Presbyteries the vote was unanimous.

Respectfully submitted.

Edwin F. Hatfield, Stated Clerk.

Pittshurgh, Pa., Nov. 19^/t, 1869.

The Assembly united in prayer and thanksgiving to God for this auspicious

result.

The Rev. Samuel C. Aiken, D. D., Rev. Zephaniah M. Humphrey, D. D.,

and Hon. John A. Foot were appointed to announce to the other Assembly
the vote of the Presbyteries of this body on the Overture for Reunion. [486]

Mr. Henry Day appeared as a deputation from the other Assembly to

communicate their action with reference to the reception of new Com-
missioners, as follows, namely :

" That alternates, chosen before the meet-

ing in May last, take the place of absent principals ; and also that princi-

pals take the place of enrolled (absent) alternates." Whereupon,
The following preamble and resolutions were adopted : Having already

referred the new Commissions to the Committee on Commissions, and hav-

ing since received a communication from the General Assembly, now meet-

ing in the First Presbyterian church, relative to the subject of the constitu-

ency of the present Assemblies ; therefore be it Resolved, that the Hon.
William Strong, Hon. Daniel Haines, and Mr. Frederick G. Burnham be

added to the Committee on Commissions, to whom the whole subject shall

be referred.

Resolved, That all matters requiring the concurrent action of the two As-
semblies be referred to the Joint Committee of Conference on Reunion, to

report to the Assemblies, respectively, the mode of procedure, and also to

report a programme of joint religious services.

Adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.

WednesdoAj, Novemher lO^/i, 3 o^clock P. 31.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee, to whom the Commissions of new members were referred,

reported, recommending that the following persons, having furnished evi-

dence of appointment by their respective Presbyteries, in accordance with

the rule previously adopted by this Assembly, be enrolled as members of

this body:

Chamjjlain,
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Buffalo,
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brothers conscience, and to beware how we trifle with the necessities of a

brother's weakness. The hiw of conscience and the Uiw of love are far more
sacred, and more precious, and more to be regarded, than the law of liberty.

To the child of God they ought to be always paramount. To assert inde-

pendence at the expense of wounding a brother's conscience, is " to sin

against Christ." " It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any
thing whereby thy brother stumbleth." Of course, a merely personal,

puerile, wretched scrupulosity is not to be foisted upon the Church, for its

government. But amusements, whose tendencies ai"e inherently and almost

inevitably to excess, where the weak and the unstable may stumble and
perish, and against which there is a general Christian conscience, are deci-

sively condemned by this plain word of God.

II. The second general principle has respect to the relation which Chris-

tians sustain to the world. It is negative, and summed up in this, '• Be not

conformed to this world." It is a relation of non-conformity. Christians

are to be unlike the world, and distinguishable from it. This idea of separ-

ateness runs through all the warp and woof of Scripture. And it clearly

does not imply a separation from the grossly evil of the world. This is

specifically and positively commanded. Christians are pledged and sworn to

obedience by their very profession. The separation involved in non-con-

formity is from worldliness—from the worldly spirit. It is a demand that

the whole tone and bent and current and spirit of the Christian life shall be

difi"crent from that of the worldly life ; so different, that it shall be manifest

to the world that the people of God are pilgrims and strangers on the earth

;

that they are walking with God ; that they are a peculiar people, called out

of the world while still remaining in it ; God's witnesses ; living epistles

;

the salt of the earth
;
distinctive, chosen, set apart, recognizable everywhere

as having been with Jesus, and as holy in all manner of conversation. Let
Christians apply to their lives this one central, prominent, gospel idea of

non-conformity ; let them press it on all their conduct, until they give un-

mistakable exhibition of the spirit of these unmistakable words of Christ and
the apostles, and it will go very far to settle this whole question of rational

or irrational amusements. '

III. The third general principle has respect to the relation which Chris-

tians sustain to Christ. It is positive, and summed up in this, " Whatsoever
ye do, in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus." Broad, com-
prehensive, universal in its applicability, yet most specific, after all, in its

fundamental condition, " Whatsoever ye do." In another place, applied to

the every-day necessity and act of our life—eating and drinking. Applica-

ble, therefore, to our recreations. It is scriptural condemnation of every

form of social diversion in which a Christian cannot indulge " in the name
of the Lord Jesus." It is divine [489] indorsement of whatever is done by
a child of God ; into which he may go, and out of which he may come, and
through the progress of which he may continue, without there being one

moment, when it would be in any way inconsistent for him to ask his Lord's

approval of him there, and of what he is doing, and witnessing, and counte-

nancing, and supporting.

Let this principle be honestly and conscientiously applied. It will settle

many a doubt. It will condemn many a popular amusement. It bars out

every indulgence that cannot be had in consistent and loving remembrance
of our Lord. Amusements that undermine the health, and waste vitality :

amusements by which the weak and the lame arc so often turned out of the

way, only to stumble and perish ; amusements that make it appear as if

God's children were as eager after, and as intent upon the gayeties and festiv-
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ities of the world as the children of the world themselves ; amusements
making it essential for Christians to take positions that ought to bring, if

they do not bring, the blood to their faces ; amusements that compel Chris-

tians to witness scenes, and hear quips and jests, soiling their spirits with

suggested uncleanness ; these all, and all like these, are branded with con-

demnation by this divine precept. No true disciple of Christ can give

himself to such amusements "in the name of the Lord Jesus.'

We close as we began. This whole question must be taken out of the

domain of abstract casuistry. It is not so much a question of absolute

right and wrong as of conscience and charity. The spirit of our life is far

more important than the letter of our law. The rule of love is higher than

the law of libert3^ Christianity antagonizes worldliness
;

it does not con-

form to it. The Church should deal with it, not so much by the axe of

discipline as by the sword of the Spii'it. Yet, without a doubt, the very

law of love may sometimes require a kind, considerate, thoughtful exercise

of the disciplinary power of the Church. But our chief appeal must be

to the conscience. Our main reliance must be on the spirit and the life

demanded by a whole-hearted surrender and commitment to the Lord Jesus.

Those who are constrained by the love of Christ can scarcely allow them-

selves indulgence in any business or recreation, any work or play, into which,

and through which, and out of which, they cannot consistently go, with ever

present and aiFectionate remembrance of Him " who gave himself for us,

that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify us unto himself, a

peculiar people zealous of good works."

The report was also recommended to the Presbyterian Publication Com-
mittee for publication.

Messrs. Guernsey Y. Roots and Nathan Lane were appointed to fill vacan-

cies in the Standing Committee on Mileage.

Rev. Samuel H. Gridley, D- D., and Mr. Henry M. Knox, were appointed

to fill vacancies in the Committee on Bills and Overtures. [490]
A communication from the Executive Committee of the Presbyterian

Historical Society was read, and referred to the Committee on Bills and
Overtures.

The Rev. John Waugh, Rev. Levi Parsons, and Mr. Albert A. Luce were

appointed to prepare a minute on the members who have deceased since the

adjournment of the Assembly, in May last.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Thursday, November 11th, 9 6'cloch A. 31.

The Assembly met, and occupied the opening hour with devotional exer-

cises.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.

A paper on State appropriations to Roman Catholic schools was referred

to the Rev. Henry Darling, D. D., Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., Rev.

Herrick Johnson, B. D., AVilliam P. Massey, M. D., and Mr. Frederick Gr.

Burnham.
A communication from the Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions

was referred to the Standing Committee on that subject.

The Rev. Robert R. Booth. J). D., was appointed Chairman of the Stand-

ing Committee on Foreign Missions, to fill a vacancy.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures presented the following report on

an Overture respecting the creation of a Sustentation Fund :

To the Overture from the Presbytery of Kansas, commended by the Synod
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of Kansas, asking that measures be taken by this General Assembly to pro-
vide a Sustentation Fund, by which the salaries of our ministers may be
secured and equalized,

The Assembly would reply by referring to its answer given to similar
Overtures at its sessions last May, and recorded on page 262 of the Minutes.

This answer is given not at all to express opposition to this Overture,
which treats of a subject of vital importance to our whole Church, but in
view of the propriety of originating specific action, upon such a momentous
matter, in the united Church.

The report was adopted.

The same Committee reported on the communication from the Presbyte-
rian Historical Society as follows

:

f'^^ll
In reply to a communication from the Presbyterian Historical Society,

asking for an appropriation of funds for the erection of a building suited to
its uses, and also for an endowment the income of which will enable the
Society to prosecute its work successfully, the Assembly refers to its former
commendations of its objects and results, but cannot feel at liberty, in the
present circumstances of the Church, to make any specific recommendation
for action on the subject above named.

The report was adopted.

The same Committee presented a report, which was adopted, and is as
follows

:

A member of the Dakota Presbytery requests that, in view of the pecu-
liar constitution of that body, as the elders speak only their native tongue,
and cannot attend the meetings of the Assembly as acting members, one
half the assessment made upon that Presbytery for the Commissioners'
Fund be remitted.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures recommend to the Assembly for

adoption the following resolution

:

Resolved^ That the Mileage Committee be instructed to remit, in behalf of
the Dakota Presbytery, the amount of their assessment for the. Commis-
sioners' Fund, and to appropriate to the members of that Presbytery, in

attendance at the present sessions of the Assembly, their full share of the
above-named fund.

The Special Committee on the report of the Assembly's Delegate to the
Assemblies of Scotland and Ireland presented their report, which was
adopted, and is as follows:

The Committee to whom was referred the report of the General Assem-
bly's Delegate to the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland, and
to the General Assembly of the Irish Presbyterian Church, would respect-

fully report

:

That they find in this paper several suggestions which they deem emi-
nently worthy of the consideration of the General Assembly, and which, in

their opinion, are calculated, if carried into effect, to enlarge the influence

and promote the prosperity of our branch of the Church.
The suggestions referred to relate to the propriety of opening a corre-

spondence with those branches of the Presbyterian family in Great Britain

with which we have, up to this time, had no formal or official communica-
tions. And they further propose an inquiry as to the wisdom of attempting
to embody, in our practical polity, such institutions and customs as have
been found useful and salutary among these sister churches of the Presby-
terian order.

I. In reference to the proposition for an enlarged correspondence with the
Presbyterian Assemblies of Great Britain, the Committee would recommend,
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that it be referred to the next [492] General Assembly, with the request

that such action be then taken, as will bring all these different branches of
the Presbyterian family abroad into more intimate and regular intercourse

with the Presbyterian Church in the United States, to the end that mutual
sympathy may be promoted, and that each may, if possible, obtain increase

of practical power and efficiency from the wisdom and experience of the

other.

II. In reference to the suggestions, contained in the report, which relate

to the propriety of an attempt to embody, in our practical polity, such insti-

tutions and customs as have been found useful and salutary among these

sister Churches of the Presbyterian family, the Committee would recom-

mend, that they be referred to the Committee to be appointed to promote
the greater efficiency of the United Presbyterian Church, and that the

attention of that Committee be especially directed to the following points

:

1. Is it practicable, and would it be advantageous, to introduce some
method which shall engage the whole Church in the effort to regulate the

support of its ministers, and to provide, from a general fund, a sum which
should be paid to each pastor, as a minimum of compensation for pastoral

service ?

2. Would it be advantageous to originate some provision, by means of

which the church properties should be controlled by the Church itself,

rather than by Boards of Trustees appointed fi'om the congregation ?

3. Would it be desirable that measures be taken to secure uniformity

among all our churches in the mode of admission to the fellowship of the

Church, and in the administration of the ordinances—Baptism and the

Lord's Supper?
4. Would it be desirable to have prepared special Forms for use in the

Marriage and Burial Services, which might be adopted by the ministry, at

their option, as occasion may require?

5. Can any plans be suggested for increasing the effective participation of

the membership of our churches in the different methods of Christian work
which we have undertaken, and more especially of increasing system and
thoroughness in benevolent contributions to the objects recommended by the

General Assembly ?

6. Is it not desirable to adopt the rule of the Scotch Churches, allowing

only pastors and those engaged in the direct and immediate work of the

Church, votes in Presbyteries, and representation in the General Assembly ?

The Special Committee on Manses presented the following report, which

was adopted

:

Whereas, The importance of making a decided effort to secure for evei'y

Presbyterian minister a manse cannot be over-estimated, therefore.

Resolved, That the Moderators of the Presbyteries be instructed [493]
to inquire of the churches under their care what has been done, or what is

proposed to be done, to secure manses for pastors ; and that the results of

said inquiries be appended to the report on the Narrative of the State of

Religion sent up by the Presbyteries to the next General Assembly.

Adjourned until 22 o'clock P. M.
Concluded with prayer.

Thursday, November llfh, 2j o'clock P. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer. *

The jMinutes of the last session were read and approved.

The Committee to whom was referred the paper on State appropriations to

Roman Catholic schools presented a report, which was adopted, and is as

follows

:
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The General Assembly, observing with the profounclest concern the

attempts that are now being made in various portions of our country, not

only to remove the Bible from the place that it heretofore, generally, has had
in our common schools, but also to secure from the State the pecuniary sup-

port of sectarian schools—schools under the exclusive control of the Church,
and designed to teach the peculiar tenets of its theology and ecclesiasticism

—desire to draw to these facts the special attention of their constituency.

Should this movement be successful, it must obviously ultimate in the

complete disintegration and final destruction of our present admirable system
of common school instruction, a system that is the glory of our land, and
that has already brought to it inestimable blessings. Moreover, as this

movement for sectarian legislation is entirely in the interest of Romanism, it

will, if successful, be so far a virtual establishment of that religion as the

state religion of our land, securing from the public treasury, to which all our
citizens contribute, the religious as well as the secular education of all its

youth.

The Assembly would, therefore, earnestly request of their constituency to

'^.niploy all the instrumentalities properly within their reach to avert from our

country so fearful a calamity. Through the pulpit and the press, and by the

presentation to our State legislatures of petitions and remonstrances, let the

voice of our people be heard on this great subject, so vital to the highest

interests of Christianity and liberty.

The Special Committee on Unemployed Ministers and Vacant Churches

reported, recommending that the subject be referred to the next Assembly.

The report was adopted. ["^^^J
The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions reported on the communica-

tion from the Permanent Committee. The report was adopted, and is as

follows

:

The Standing Committee on Foreign Missions would respectfully report on

the paper emanating from the Permanent Committee of the Assembly, which

was referred to them,

That, in view of the fact that the appropriations of the American Board

to the support of its missions have been made in advance for the year ending

September, 1870, and that not only great embarrassment to the Prudential

Committee, but also great injury to the cause of Missions would result from

a sudden contraction in the receipts of the Board, the passage of the follow-

ing resolutions is recommended

:

1. Rtsolved, That the Permanent Committee on Foreign Missions be

requested to urge upon the ehvirches hitherto contributing to the American

Board, that they do not withhold their contributions from it during the

present fiscal year.

2. Resolved^ Further, that the Permanent Committee be also directed to

call the attention of our churches to the sixth article of the concurrent reso-

lutions passed by the two Assemblies at the May meeting in New York,

which reads as follows :
" There should be one set of Committees or Boards

for Home and Foreign Missions and the other religious enterprises of the

Church, which the churches should be encouraged to sustain, though free to

cast their contributions into other channels if they desire to do so."

Since in this resolution the Assembly has presented its matured and well-

balanced judgment in regard to the future relations of our churches to the

method in which the work of Foreign Missions should be carried on,

Resoh-ed, That a Committee of five be appointed to take into consideration

our relations to the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions,

to report to the next General Assembly such measures as to them may seem
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proper and expedient for the adjustment of those relations to the new posture

of our affairs.

As such Committee, the Assembly appointed the Rev. Messrs. Jonathan F,

Stearns, D. D., Rev. Robert W. Patterson, D. D., Rev. Robert R. Booth,

D. D., and Messrs. Robert S. Williams and William E. London.

The Special Committee on the Union of the several Presbyterian bodies in

this country presented a report, which was amended, adopted, and is as fol-

lows :

Resolved, That, rejoicing in the immediate Reunion of the two Presby-

terian bodies so long separated, we would gladly hail a Pan-Presbyterian

Union, embracing all branches of the Presbyterian family holding to the

same Confession of Faith and Form of Government. [495]
Resolved, That all uniting with us may freely enjoy the privilege of

using such songs of praise to Almighty God as their consciences may
dictate, as indeed is already allowed to and variously enjoyed in and by
the several congregations now in our communion.

The Committee on Deceased Members reported a minute, which was
adopted and is as follows

:

The Committee appointed on Deceased Members of Assembly would
respectfully report

:

Since the meeting of this General Assembly at New York in May last,

the Great Head of the Church, who says, " Behold I come quickly, and my
reward is with me, to give unto every man as his work shall be," has taken

from us three of those who participated with us in that memorable gather-

ing, namely, Rev. F. R. Gallaher. D. D., of the Presbytery of Coldwater

;

Elder H. G. Torbert, M. D., of the Presbytery of Utica, and Elder Loring
Danforth, of the Presbytery of Buffalo.

While we remember that we are commanded not to sorrow for those who
have fallen asleep in Jesus, we cannot but regret the withdrawal of such

needful laborers from the Master's earthly work, never more inviting or

needful than now
; regret because they have not been permitted to witness

that consummation of Reunion for which they prayed and voted. Never-

theless, as we regard them as gathered to the Reunion of all the saints in

glory, we would repress our tears, and express our sympathy for the dear

relatives whom they have left below, deprived of their fellowship and sup-

port
;
praying God to sustain them in this loss by his watching providence

and paternal love, and to enable all of us to be more diligent in the work
to which he has appointed us.

The Joint Committee on the Reunion of the two branches of the Pres-

byterian Church, jDresented their report, which was adopted, and is as

follows

:

The Joint Committee of Conference on Reunion met on the 10th of

November, 1869, at the lecture-room of the First Presbyterian church.

The following resolutions and plans of procedure for the consummation
of the Reunion of the Churches were adopted and recommended as proper

to be passed by the respective Assemblies.

1. That each Assembly should declare the vote of the Presbyteries in

the following language

:

" This Assembly having received and examined the statements of the

several Presbyteries on the Basis of Reunion of the two bodies now claim-

ing the name and rights of the Presbyterian Church in the United States

of America, which basis is in the words following

:

[496]
' The Reunion shall be effected on the doctrinal and ecclesiastical basis of

our common standards. The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
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shall be acknowledged to be the inspired word of God, and the only infallible

rule of faith and practice. The Confession of Faith shall continue to be
sincerely received and adopted as containing the system of doctrine taught
in the Holy Scriptures, and the Government and Discipline of the Presby-
terian Church in the United States shall be approved as containing the

principles and rules of our polity :'

—

" Do hereby find and declare, that the said Basis of Reunion has been
approved by more than two-thirds of the Presbyteries connected with this

branch of the Church.
" And, whereas, the other branch of the Presbyterian Church in the

United States, now sitting in the First Presbyterian church, Pittsburgh, has
reported to this Assembly that said basis has been approved by more than
two-thirds of the Presbyteries connected with that branch of the Church.

" Now, therefore, we do solemnly declare that said Basis of Reunion is

of binding force."

2. That this Committee do recommend that a Special Committee of five

from each branch of the Church shall be appointed to take into consider-

ation the affairs of each of the Boards and Committees of both branches of

the Church, to recommend to the Assembly of the United Church, next to

be held, what changes are required in said Boards and Committees.
3. That each Assembly also pass the following

:

Whereas. It is apparent, from the size of the two Assemblies, that some
changes must be made in the method of representation ; therefore,

Resolved, That each of the Assemblies of 1869 do appoint a Committee
of five, to constitute a Joint Committee of ten, whose duty it shall be to

prepare and propose to the General Assembly of the United Church a

proper adjustment of the boundaries of the Presbyteries and Synods, and
the ratio of representation, and any amendments of the Constitution, which
they may think necessary to secure efiiciency and harmony in the adminis-

tration of the Church, so greatly enlarged and so rapidly extending.

•4. That the Assemblies do meet at 9 o'clock on Friday morning next, and
that the vote of the Presbyteries be declared in each Assembly at 10 o'clock,

and that each Assembly be then dissolved in the usual manner prescribed

by the Form of Government. That each Assembly do immediately repair

to , there to hold a joint meeting for prayer and praise, and that a joint

communion service be held on the same day, at 3 o'clock in the afternoon.

That all business before each Assembly shall be concluded on this (Thurs-

day) evening, and no new business be taken up. That a Committee of

Arrangements, of two from each Church, be appointed to decide upon the

form, manner, and place of our public meeting, and that a statement on the

subject of raising funds for the use of the Church be also prepared for said

meeting by said Committee of [497] Arrangements ; and that the Rev.
Samuel W. Fisher, D. D., Rev. A. G. Hall, D. D., Mr. Robert Carter, and
the Hon. William E. Dodge be said Committee. That the first meeting of

the Assembly of the United Church be held in the First Presbyterian church
of the city of Philadelphia, on the third Thursday of May, 1870.

That a Committee of five be appointed from each branch of the Church,
to take into consideration the subject of raising funds for the use of the

United Church, and the best methods of doing the same, and the objects to

which the same should be directed ; and to report at the next General As-
sembly.

That a joint meeting on the subject of Home Missions be held this eve-

ning in the First church, and to-morrow evening in the Third church, on
Foreign Missions, at 72 o'clock.
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The reports of the Delegates to the S3'nod of the Canada Presbyterian

Church, to the General Conference of Maine, to the General Association of

New Hampshire, to the General Convention of Vermont, to the General As-
sociation of Massachusetts, to the General Association of Connecticut, and
to the General Synod of the lleformed Church, were presented, accepted, and
ordered to be printed in the Appendix to the Minutes.

The Committee on the Polity of the Church reported on an Overture with
reference to the mode of uniting churches of the two branches, as follows

:

That no recommendation be made at this time by this Assembly on the

subject presented, but that it be left for the consideration of the Assembly
of the United Church in 1870, and that in the mean time no action aifecting

the title to any of the property of the churches be taken, except under the

advice and with the consent of the Presbytery with which churches taking-

such action are now connected.

The Rev. Herrick Johnson, D. D., Rev. Zephaniah M. Humphrey, D. D.,

and Mr. William G. Crowell were appointed to act in conjunction with a like

number of the other Assembly, as a Committee of Arrangements for the next

Assembly, with power to add to their number.
The Mileage Committee pi'csented their report, which was adopted, and is

as follows

:

They have received for Commissioners' Fund, including balance

from May, 1869 $7473.21
They have paid bills for the necessary traveling ex-

penses of Commissioners $5947.16
Incidental expenses of Committee 7.80

$5954.96

Balance on hand $1518.25

[^98]
Eighty-six Presbyteries have paid their assessment in full.

Ten Presbyteries have paid but a part of their assessment, namely

:

Champlain, St. Lawrence, Onondaga, Tioga, Lyons, Chenango, Rochester^

Trumbull, Logansport, and Chicago.

Seventeen have paid nothing, namely : Troy, Watertown, Oswego, District

of Columbia, Meadville, Coldwater, Franklin, Hamilton, Ottawa, St. Joseph,

Fox River, Lake Superior, Des Moines, Keokuk. Dubuque, San Francisco,

and Nevada.
Having received a sufficient amount from the Presbyteries, and having the

requisite authority from the Assembly, your Committee have paid the neces-

sary traveling expenses of the Commissioners entitled thereto in full.

The Committee recommend that our churches be assessed seven cents per

member to defray the necessary traveling expenses of the Commissioners of

the General Assembly to meet in Philadelphia in May, 1870.

Resolved, That the Minutes of these sessions of the Assembly, with the

Appendix, be printed under the direction of the Stated Clerk, and that copies

be sent as usual to those Presbyteries who have paid their full assessment to

the Commissioners' Fund.
The bills for stationery and printing, for the services of the janitor, and

for the traveling expenses of the Stated and Permanent Clerks, were ordered

to be paid.

Resolved, That the hearty thanks of this general Assembly be hereby

tendered to the citizens of Pittsburgh, for the generous hospitality with

which they have welcomed us to their homes, for the sympathy with which

they have entered into our labors, and for the prayers with which they have
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supplicated the Divine blessing upon us and our sister Assembly ; to the

pastor and Trustees of the Third Presbyterian church ; to the Joint Com-
mittee of Arrangements for their ample provision for our comfort ; to the

conductors of the daily press, and to the many railroad companies who have
generously remitted so much of the expense of travel.

The Standing Committees severally reported that they had no other busi-

ness, and were discharged.

The Minutes of this session were read and approved.

Adjourned until to-morrow, at 9 o'clock A. M.
Concluded with prayer. [499]

Friday, November 12th, 9 ocloch A. M.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Moderator announced the following as the several Committees referred

to in the report of the Joint Committee of Conference on Reunion, adopted

by the two assemblies :

1. Oh Reconstruction. Rev. Samuel W. Fisher, D. D., LL.D., Rev. Robert

W. Patterson, D. D., Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield, D. D., Rev. Conway P. Wing,
D. D., and Rev. Joseph F. Tuttle, D. D.

2. On Raising Funds. Hon. William E. Dodge, Hon. AVilliam Strong,

Rev. Jonathan F. Stearns, D. D., Rev. William H. Goodrich, D. D., and Rev.

Charles Hawley, D. D.

3. On Home Missions. Rev. William Adams, D. D., Rev. Henry Kendall,

D. D., Rev. Arthur Mitchell, Hon. Henry W. Williams, LL.D., and Hon.
Jacob Farrand.

4. 0)1 Foreign Missions. Rev. Henry A. Nelson, D. D., Rev. Robert R.

Booth, D. D., Rev. Franklin A. Noble, Hon. Joseph Allison, LL.D., and Mr.

Isaac Scarritt.

5. On Education. Rev. James P. Wilson, D. D., Rev. John G. Atterbury,

D. D., Rev. Edward D. Morris, D. D., Mr. Alexander Whilldin, and Mr.

Truman P. Handy.
6. On Publication. Rev. Zephaniah M. Humphrey, D. D., Rev. J. Glent-

worth Butler, D. D., Rev. John W. Dulles, Mr. James M. Brawner, and Hon.
John S. Knight.

7. On Church Erection. Mr. George W. Lane, Rev. Frank F. Ellinwood,

D. D., Rev. Cornelius H. Taylor, D. D., Mr. Oliver H. Lee, and Mr. Samuel
T. Bodine.

8. On 3IinisteriaI Relief. Rev. Thomas J. Shepherd, D. D., Rev. Charles

Brown, Rev. James B. Shaw, D. D., Hon. Charles Noble, and Mr. Robert W.
Steele. - [500]

9. On Freedmen. Rev. Samuel M. Hopkins, D. D., Rev. Edwin F. Hat-

field, D. D., Rev. Herrick Johnson, D. D., Mr. William Thaw, and Mr. Joseph

W. Edwards.
The calling of the Roll at the close of this session was dispensed with.

The Rev. George W. Musgrave, D. D., LL.D., and Mr. Henry Day appeared

as a deputation from the other Assembly, and presented the following com-
munication :

"Pittsburgh, November 12th, 1869.

" The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, holding its ses.sions

in the First Presbyterian church, to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church, holding its sessions in the Third Presbyterian church

:

" We hereby certify that the vote of the Presbyteries connected with this

Assembly on the Overture in regard to Reunion is as follows

:

" In favor of the Overture for Reunion and approving the same, one hun-
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dred and twenty-eiglit Presbyteries ;
in the negative, three Presbyteries ; and

thirteen Presbyteries which have not reported. And we further certify, that

more than two-thirds of the Presbyteries in connection with the General

Assembly have approved of the Basis of Reunion mentioned in said Over-

ture.
" William E. Schenck,

impermanent Clerk."

The hour of ten having arrived, the following declaration was, by rising

vote, unanimously adopted

:

This Assembly, having received and examined the statement of the votes

of the several Presbyteries on the Basis of Reunion of the two bodies now
claiming the name and the rights of the Presbyterian Church in the United

States of America, in the words following, namely, " The Reunion shall be

eifected on the doctrinal and ecclesiastical Basis of our Common Standards

;

the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments shall be acknowledged to be

the inspired woi'd of God and the only infallible rule of faith and practice

;

the Confession of Faith shall continue to be sincerely received and adopted

as containing the system and doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures, and the

Government and Discipline of the Presbyterian Church in the United States

shall be approved as containing the principles and rules of our polity," does

hereby find and declare, that said Basis of Reunion has been approved by
more than two-thirds of the Presbyteries connected with this branch of the

Church ; and, whereas, the other branch of the Presbyterian Church in the

United States, now sitting in the First Presbyterian [501] church in the city

of Pittsburgh, has reported to this Assembly that said Basis has been ap-

proved by more than two-thirds of the Presbyteries connected with that

branch of the Church,

—

Now, therefore, we do solemnly declare that said Basis of Reunion is of

binding force.

After the offering of solemn praise and thanksgiving, the business of the

Assembly having been completed, and the vote taken for the dissolution of

the Assembly, the Moderator, with prayer and the apostolic benediction,

declared the Assembly dissolved, and required another As.sembly, chosen in

the same manner, to meet at the First Presbyterian church, in the city of

Philadelphia, Pa., on the third Thursday of May, A. D. 1870.

J. GLENTWORTH BUTLER,
Permanent Clerk.

APPENDIX.
THE REUNION CONVENTION.

Pittsburgh, Pa., Friday, November \2th, 1869.

The two General Assemblies of the Presbyterian Church, meeting respec-

tively in the First and Third churches of Pittsburgh, Pa., having both been

in due form dissolved on Friday, November 12th, 1869, at 10 o'clock A. M.,

a joint convention, in accordance with previous mutual agreement, was held

immediately after in the Third church.

The members of the late N. S. Assembly, preceded by their Moderator,

Clerks, and Reunion Committee, formed in order, two by two, and proceeded

from the Third church down Sixth avenue to Wood street, and took position

on the west side of the street, opposite the First church. At the same time,
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the members of the late 0. S. Assembly, preceded in like manner by their

Moderator, Clerks, and Reunion Committee, came forth from the First church
and took position on the east side of the street, directly opposite the other
column, the head of each line looking south towards Fifth avenue.
The following gentlemen had been appointed, and consented to serve as

Marshals of the day : Gen. J. K. Moorhead and Messrs. John D. McCord,
William Rea and George H. Stuart.

The signal for the march having been given, the two Moderators met in

the middle of the street, shook hands, and joined arms ; as was done also by
the Stated Clerks, the Permanent and Temporary Clerks, the two Reunion
Committees, and the remainder of the two columns—the joint procession

meanwhile marching forward, two by two, Old and New School interlocked

along the whole line, down Wood street and up Fifth avenue, Smithfield

street and Sixth avenue, (the whole distance attended by a rejoicing crowd
of people,) to the Third church.

As the procession entered by the right middle aisle, Wesley's noble hymn,

"Blow ye the trumpet, blow," etc.

was sung by the choir and the ladies who had been previously admitted to

seats assigned them. The greater part of the procession found seats on the
immense platform occupying the southern end of the great churph, the
remainder occupying the pews in front of the platform

; after which the
doors were opened, and the house was immediately thronged to its utmost
capacity.

The services commenced at 11 o'clock A. M.. and were continued with
unwearied interest for more than three hours. Addresses were made by the
Moderators and others, both ministers and elders, previously designated, inter-

mingled with prayer and songs of devout praise and thanksgiving.

The following preamble and resolutions, reported in behalf of the Com-
mittee of Arrangements, by the Rev. S. Wm. Fisher, D. J)., LL.D.. were
passed unanimously

:

Preamble and Resolutions adopted in Joint Convention by the
Members of the two Assemblies—Nov. 12, 1869.

In the Providence of God, the two branches of the Presbyterian Church
in the United States of America, after a separation of more than thirt v years,

are again united. This event, in its magnitude, is unparalleled in the eccle-

siastical history of this country and almost of the world. It evidences to all

men the presence and unifying power of the Divine Spirit. A fact so remark-
able and significant attracts interest and creates expectation among even
worldly minds. It awakens the sympathies and the hopes of all who truly

love Christ among other denominations. It awakens hope, since it illustrates

the evident purpose of God to bring all his followers into closer union in

spirit, combine them in action for the overthrow of error and the diffusion of

his truth ; it awakens expectation, since they justly anticipate, on our part,

from this union of resources, spirit, and action, a far more vigorous assault

upon the forces of darkness and more decided eflPorts to spread the Gospel
among all classes in our own and other lands.

To us, as a Church, it is an era in our history most memorable and hope-
ful ; memorable, as it signalizes the triumph of faith and love over the strifes

and jealousies of more than a quarter of a century
;
hopeful, since it is not

the result of decadence and torpor, but of progress and augmented strength.

It buries the suspicions and the rivalries of the past, with the sad necessity
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of magnifying our differences in order to justify our separation. It banishes

the spirit of division, the natural foe of true progress. In this union are

seen the outflashing of a divine purpose to lead us on to greater self-sacri-

fice, and a more entire consecration to the evangelization of the world. God
has elevated us to this commanding position, that we may see his glory, and
in the strengthened faith it inspires devote our united resources more directly

and efficiently to the salvation of men. New and grander responsibilities

rest upon us. Jesus summons us to a holier faith and more perfect conse-

cration. He summons this Church to answer his loving-kindness by deeds

commensurate with our renewed resources. The .times are auspicious
; every-

whei'e peace reigns ; the gates are open, and the millions of our own and
other lands wait for the Gospel. Our position is commanding

; our resources

great ; our methods of action well settled, simple, and efficient. The Spirit

of God that has united us will inspire, direct, and bless our effiorts. While
we maintain the faith which Paul so fully unfolded, and our Church, in the

centuries past, has, through manifold persecution and martyrdom, so gloriously

upheld, we are summoned, as by the will of God, to arise and build, to form
new, broader, and bolder plans for the extension of Christ's kingdom, and to

enter upon and execute them with apostolic enthusiasm.

Let us then, the ministers, elders, and members of this Church here

assembled, as, in spirit, standing in the presence of and representing the entire

body of believers in our connection, and the beloved missionaries in foreign

lands who now await, with tender and prayerful interest, this consummation
of our union,—let us, in humble dependence upon our dear Eedcemer, with

deep humility in view of our past inefficiency and present unworthiness, and
as an expression of our devout gratitude to Him who has brought this once

dissevered, now united Church up to this Mount of Transfiguration, signalize

this most blessed and joyous union with an offering in some good degree

commensui'ate with the abundant pecuniary gifts that He has bestowed on
us. And, to this end, be it

Resolved, That it is incumbent on the Presbyterian Church in the United
States of America, one in organization, one in faith, and one in eff'ort, to

make a special offering, to the treasury of the Lord, of five millions of dollars:

and we pledge ourselves, first of all, to seek in our daily petitions the blessing

of God to make this resolution effectual ; and second, that we will, with un-

tiring perseverance and personal eff'ort, endeavor to animate the whole Church
with the purpose to secure the accomplishment of this great work before the

third Thursday of May, 1871.

Resolved, further, That the Stated Clerks of the Assemblies of 1869 be
requested to publish this paper, with the names of the Moderators, Clerks,

the Joint Committee on Reunion, and the Commissioners now in attendance,

appended thereto.

At 3J o'clock P. M., the Convention united in the celebration of the

Lord's Supper at the First Presbyterian church, which also was thronged
in ^every part.
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153, 201, 2(i2, 325, 376, 431, 489, 560.

Eeports, 25, 40, 67, 121, 162, 218, 282,

329, 352, 402, 452, 513, 582, 620.

Mileage System, Blanks for expenses
ordered (1861), 122.

Increase of apportionment of delin-

quent Presbyteries, 205.

Pacific Coast Presbyteries, 329.

Eecommeuded to the Presbyteries, 265.

Eesolutiou on, 177.

Miller, S. See Appeals.
Mills, Benjamin, and others, Memorial

of (1859) 16.

Mills, Thornton A., 468.
Ministerial Relief, Overture on, 113.

Committees on Disabled Ministers
appointed, 132, 175, 243.

Report, 295.

Ministerial Relief, Standing Committee,
established, 323, 324, 376, 431, 489,
560.

Eeports, 339, 381, 455, 492, 572.
Ministerial Relief Fund, established,

299.

Entrusted to Trustees of Presbyterian
House, 299.

Ministerial Relief, Executive Commit-
tee, Reports, 339, 381, 455, 497, 572.

Collection for, 299.

Reunion Committee, Members, 621.

Secretary authorized, 299.

Ministers, cannot serve as ruling elders,

267, 580.

Must give reasons for withdrawal from
work, .565.

Disloyal, not to be received until they
have repented of their sins, 328,
331.

Occasional publications to be deposited
with Historical Society, 583.

Serving in the national army com-
mended, 279.

See, also, Necrology, Polity, and Unem-
ployed Ministers.

Ministers' Libraries. See 3fanses.

Ministry, Demission of. Committee on, 37;
Report, 61.

Minnesota, Synod of, exception to Rec-
ords (1860), 66; (1861) 123.

Mississippi, Synod of, withdrawal (1859)
13.

Stricken from the Roll, 36.

Missouri, Synod of, retained on the Roll,
.37.

Time of meeting appointed, 157.

Meeting authorized, 208.

Resolution of thanksgiving for meet-
ing of, 283.

Moderator, elected, 10, 56. 105, 152, 199,
260, 323, .375, 430, 487, 558.

Sermon, 5, 52, 101, 148, 195, 256, 319,

371, 426, 48.3, .5.54.

Does not need to be a member of the
jndicatorv over which he presides,
119.

Traveling expenses to be paid, 158.
Monod, Theodore, .340.

Mt. Vernon, Ind., Memorial of church
at, not acted upon, 60.

Music. See Psalmody and Sacred Music. I

N.

Narrative, Standing Committee, Members,
11, 57, 106, 153, 201, 262, 324, 376, 431,
489, 560.

Reports, 37, 83, 131, 171, 237, 357, 414,
469, 527, 574.

Text of, 41, 86, 138, 185, 244, 308, 358,
415, 471, 529, 597.

National Council of Evangelical
Churches, Committee on, 573 ; Re-
port, 586.

National Presbyterian Convention.
See Presbyterian.

National Protestant Union, Special
Committee, 353 ; Report, 378.

National Temperance Society, 583.
Necrology, 45, 91, 140, 188, 249, 311, 363,

420, 477, 534, 601, 618.

Report on deceased Commissioners
(1869j, 618.

Nestorian Mission, Resolution on, 17.

Newark, German Theological School,
recommended, 585.

New River, Presbytery of, to be recog-
nized, .328.

New York Port Society, 580.

New York Sabbath Committee, 583.
See, also, Sabbath.

New York and New Jersey, Synod of,

to receive foreign Presbyteries, 21.

O.

Ohio, Synod of, exceptions to Records,
66.

Onondaga, Synod of, exception to Rec-
ords, 241.

Synod of, case of S. E. Todd remanded
with instructions, 243.

Case of S. Edwards Todd reviewed, 275.
Oregon, endowment of Colleges, 85.

Osage, Presbytery of, recognized, 380.
OAven, John J., Death of, 594.i

Pacific Coast. See Mileage.
Parsonages. See Manses.^
Pastoral Libraries. See Manses.
Pastoral Relation, Instability of, 565.

Pennsylvania, Synod of, boundary ex-
tended, 67.

Periodical, Monthly, 291, .342.

Perkins, Justin, D. D., thanks to, 17.

Permanent Clerk, elected, 307.

Pro tern., 10, 1.52, 256.

Resignation declined, 152.

Resignation of, 307.

Permanent Committees, attendance of
members to be reported, 436.

Abstracts of reports, 175.

Consolidation of (1869), 577.

Contributions to, have the priority,

436.

Cost of administration, 568.

Periodical for, 291, 342.

Overture to the Assembly, 4.35.

Proposal to publish reports, 13.

Reports to be printed by Publication
Committee, 31.

Time of reports, 199, 240. See, also.

Church Erection, Church Extension,
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Education, Freedmen, Foreign Missions,

Home Missions, Ministerial Relief, Pub-
lication, iSabljath-schools.

Phelps, Anson G., Legacy of, 14.

Polity, Staudiug Committee, Members, 11,

57, 106, 153, 200, 261, 324, 376, 431,

488, 559.

Eeports, 16, 36, 66, 68, 69, 83, 131, 137,

171, 208, 210, 266, 278, 281, 354, 380,

401, 453, 491, 496, 524, 568, 572, 579,

620.

See, also, Appeals, General Assembly,

Moderator, and Synods, Eecords of.

Important exceptions.

Polity, Decisions in Church : Baptism, Con-
verts must ordinarily be received

into a particular church before, 70.

Certificates of dismission terminate rela-

tion to church of the person dis-

missed, 465. See, also, under this

head, 3Iinisters.

Certificates of dismission valid for one
year, 465.

A clerk does not need to be a member
of a judicatory, 119.

Churches desiring to become independ-
ent should decline the jurisdiction

of the Presbytery, and the Presby-
tery should make a proper record of

the withdrawal, 172.

Churches desiring to withdraw must
ask consent of Presbytery, 137, 465.

An insubordinate church is subject to

discipline, and is entitled to repre-

sentation in Presbytery, 84.

Presbyteries may receive churches in

slaveholding States where no Presby-

teries have been formed, 267.

Church-members holding certificates of

dismission are liable to process, 568.

No distinction allowed between mem-
bers of the church as to their ages in

voting for otlicers of the church, 16.

Members of our own churches to be
received only on certificates, 525.

Eights and privileges of church mem-
bers regained by return of certificate,

465.

Vote of session the essential act in re-

ception of church-monbers, 334.

Vote of session in receiving a church-
member is conditioned upon baptism,

453.

Suspended member uniting deceptively

with another church to be tried for

duplicity, 398.

Member under suspension cannot legally

unite with another churcb, 398.

Excommunication of church-member
must be preceded by process, .398.

Session has power to judge of moral
qualifications of candidates for mem-
bership, 306.

Absentee church-members cannot be
stricken from the Roll. 266.

Civil (lovernment : submission to a law-

ful government is a duty binding on
' the conscience, 212.

Local Co)ifessious of Faith not authori-

tative, 334.

Church Covenants not authoritative,

334.

Polity, Decisions in Church : Excommunica-
tion without trial not permitted, 326.

General Assembly, Requisition of one
Assembly on a Synod made in certain
circumstances may be rescinded by
the next Assembly, 278.

Lord's Slipper, Deacons may officiate in
celeltration of the Lord's Supper in
the discretion of the sessions, 454.

Ministers, Stated Clerk cannot grant
letters of dismission on his own au-
thority, 326.

Minister not entitled to a certificate of
dismission on demand while occupy-
ing the position of pastor, 131.

Minister dismissed is member of the
dismissing Presbytery until received
by another body, 66.

Disloval ministers not to be admitted,
328, 332.

Ministers cannot retire from the min-
istry of their own accord, 63.

Ministers cannot be ruling elders, 267.

Only the Presbytery deposing a minis-
ter has jurisdiction in his case, 16.

Less than a quorum of Presbytery can-

not constitutionally place a minister
upon trial, but if the trial has been
held. Synod must judge how far the
irregularity vitiates the proceedings,
119.'

Name of minister on trial not to be
erased from the Roll until the case is

completed, 572.

Moderator does not need to be a mem-
ber of the judicatory, 119.

Presbytery is duly organized when the
Moderator and Temporary Clerk are

not members of the judicatory, and
is comjietent to any business, 120.

Less than a quorum of Presbytery can-

not receive ministers nor elect Com-
missioners to General Assembly, 118.

Acts of a Presbytery may be irregular,

owing to lack of a quorum, but they
are not necessarily void and null, 121.

Any number of persons less than three

ministers and as many elders as may
be present belonging to the Presby-
tery, not being a quorum, do not con-

stitute a Presbytery, 118.

Eecords, when approved by a higher
court, cannot be altered or annulled
by a lower one, 172.

Muling elders cannot act in a judicial

case until ordained, .525.

Return of certificate reinstates a ruling

elder in his office, 525.

Issue of a certificate of dismission to a
ruling elder terminates his official

relations with that church, 465.

Term service of ruling elders discour-

aged, 172.

Ruling elders not to participate in the

ordination of ministers, 69.

Session of vacant church the judge of

the impracticability of procuring a

ministerial Moderator, 573.

Decisions of unordained session invalid,

525.

Sunday-school is under the watch and
care of the session (1863), 211.
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Polity, Decisions in Church: A judicatory
may proceed to trial and final judg-
ment as if the accused were present,

408.

Testimony of witnesses should be en-

grossed on book of permanent Rec-
ords, 172.

Pope of Rome, Deliverance against his

supremacy, 578.

Committee to answer Bull, 579.

Prayer, Annual concerts of, recommended,
158.

Prayer, Day of, for Colleges, 15, 59, 109,

125, 158, 240, 267, 4G1, 528, 596.

Proposed change, 468.

Prayer, Day of. Conversion of the World,
15, 59," 109, 1.58.

Prayer, Week of, 130, 158, 240, 267, 461,

528, 596.

Time changed from Dec. to Jan., 158.

Presbyterian Historical Almanac,
173, 175, 413.

Presbyterian Historical Society,
recommended, 265, 615.

Collection for, 37.

Presbyterian House, Trustees elected,

38, 75, 130, 177, 237, 287, 304, 367, 405,

448, 470, .528, 596.

Eeports, 31, 74, 123, 177, 219, 284, 341,

398, 446, 523, 571.

Debt, 222.

Quorum, 287.

Trust vested in the Trustees for benefit

of Publication Committee, 238.

Presbyterian Monthly, 399, 447, 522,571.
Presbyterian National Union Con-

vention, 499.

Committee of Conference, .525.

Presbyterian Union, Special Committee
on (1867), 455, 469, .569, 618.

Presbyteries, Committees on Benevolent
Work, 278.

Erected, Holston, 328.

Foreign. See Foreign Presbyteries.

List of, 46, 95, 142, 189, 250, 313, 366,

421, 478, 549, 602.

Missionaries, 225.

Narrative, directions, 299.

Quorum, Committee on, 66 ; Report, 117.

Readjustment at Reunion, 619.

Recognized, Kingston, New River,
Union, 328.

Representation at adjourned meeting,
report, 583, 586.

Statistical Reports, Committee on. Re-
port, 108.

Statistical Reports of, directions (1861),
108. See, also, Politi/.

President of the United States, Letter to,

165.

Committee to wait upon, 271.
Psalm and Hymn Book, 32. See, also,

Pablicfition.

Psalmody, 169.

Psalmody, Books of. General Assembly
has exclusive right, 232

Psalms, Book of, for chanting, 31.

Publication Committee, Presbyterian,
Members, 33, 74, 123, 170, 221, 287,

343, 400, 448, 523, 571.

Eeports, 31. 72, 123, 168, 219, 284, 341,

398, 446, 521, 570.

Publication Committee, Army, relig-

ious reading, 243.

Certificates to contributors, 301.

Financial agent authorized (1866), 72.

German publications, 401.

Presbyterian House held in trust for,

238, 239.

Reunion Committee, Membei'S, 621.
Sermons, 33, 61, 74, 125.

Sermons discontinued, 240.

Social Hymn Book, 286.

To publish Report on Systematic Be-
nevolence, 183. See, also, Presbyte-
rian House, Psalmody, and Psalms.

Publication, Special Committee, ap-
pointed, 171 ; Report, 227.

Publication, Standing Committee, Mem-
bers, 11, 57, 106, 153, 201, 262, 324,

376, 431, 489, 560.

Eeports, 31, 72, 123, 168, 219, 284, 341,

398, 446, 521, 570.

Q.

Quorum. See Polity and Presbyteries.

R.

Rebellion. See State of the Country and
Ministers, Disloyal.

Reconstruction, Civil, 348.

Records. See Polity and Synods.
Reformation. See Scotland.

Reformed Dutch Church, Correspond-
ence with, 211, 222.

Reformed Presbyterian Church, Gen-
eral Synod, Committee of Confer-
ence, 57.

Joint meeting of prayer, 59, 60.

Report of Delegate, 117.

Relief, 3Iinisterial. See Ministerial Re-
lief.

Religious Newspapers, Special Commit-
tee on Relations to the Church, 306,
343.

Reporter, Official, proposed, 76.

Representation. See Presbyteries.

Reunion, 1862, Overture reported, 161.

Favorable action on, 176.

1863, Overture on, 238.

1864, Resolutions in favor of, 281.

1865, Overtures on, 350.

Spontaneous action of Presbyteries
suggested, 351.

Fraternal delegates to O. S. Assembly,
353, 364.

1866, Fraternal delegates to O. S. Assem-
bly, 413.

Communication from O. S. Assembly,
401.

Delegates from the O. S. Assembly, 375,

400.

Overtures from Presbyteries, 401.

Action on, 401.

Committee to nominate Committee of
Conference, 402.

Committee of Confei'ence, Members,405.
Vacancies in Committee of Conference,

41.3.

1867, Fraternal delegates to O. S. Assem-
bly, 4.57.

Fraternal delegates from O. S. Assembly,
430.
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Reunion, 1867, Overture on, 433.

Committee of Conference, Eeport, 433,
441.

Special Committee on Report, 433, 444.

Proposed terms of Reunion, 441.

Committee on Questions of Property,
443, 445.

Committee of Conference continued,444.
Eeport to be printed, 445.

1868, Fraternal delegates appointed, 526.

Fraternal delegates from other Assem-
bly, 487.

Committee of Conference, Report, 490,
500.

Special Committee on Conference Re-
port, Members, 491; Report, 496,

499.

Joint prayer-meeting of the two Assem-
blies, 491, 493.

Legal advisers on property questions.

Report, 491, 534.

Record of members dissenting from Re-
port, 499.

Record of members excused from vot-
ing, 500.

Proposed terms of Reunion, 503.

Special Committee to adjust boundaries
of Presbyteries and Synods, 508, 514,

524.

Terms approved and overtured to the
Presbyteries, 512. 521.

Action communicated to the other As-
sembly, 512.

Report to be printed, .521.

Change in terms i)roposed by O. S.

Assembly, 524.

Special Committee from O. S. Assembly,
524.

Special Committee of Conference on
proposed change, 524 ; Report, 525.

Thanks to Joint Committee of Confer-
ence, 524.

Committee of Conference continued, 525.

1869, Fraternal delegates from O. S.

Assembly, 558.

Committee on the answers of Presby-
teries to Overture, 559; Report, 563.

Special Committee of Conference (1869),

559, 561.

Joint Committee of Conference, Re-
port, 561, 575.

Communication from the other Assem-
bly, 561.

Joint prayer-meeting, 573, 578.

Expenses of Reuuion Committee to be
paid, 574.

Plan of Reunion, 575.

Adjourned meeting of Assembly ap-

pointed, 576.

Plan overtured to the Presbyteries, 576,

580.

Concurrent declarations, 577.

Day of prayer recommended, 578.

Pastoral letter, 580, 583.

Overtui-e to be printed, 581.

Joint communion service, 581.

Fraternal message, Welsh Church, 583.

18'69, Adjourned meeting, 607.

Fraternal delegates, O. S. Assembly,
610.

Report of Stated Clerk on the answers
to Overtures, 611.

Reunion, 1869, Committee to announce
result to other Assembly, 611.

Deputation from tlie other Assembly
concerning Commissioners, 611.

Matters requiring concurrent action
referred to the Joint Committee of
Conference, 611.

Special Committee to promote eflBciency
of the United Church, 616.

Minute on deceased Commissioners, 6l6.

Joint Committee on Reunion, Report,
618.

Resolutions and plan of procedure, 618.

Special Committees on the Boards, 619,

621.

Special Committee on reconstruction of
Presbyteries and Synods, 619, 621.

Time for declaring the adoption of the
Basis, 619.

Arrangements for dissolution of the
Assemblies, 619.

Joint meeting of prayer and praise, 619.

Committee on Joint Meeting, 619.

Special Committee on Memorial Fund,
619.

Joint Home Mission meeting, 619.

Mode of uniting congregations, 620.

Deputation from the other Assembly to
announce result, 621.

Basis of Reunion declared adopted, 622.

Reunion Convention, 1869, meeting of,

622.

Procession to the Third church, 622.

Preamble and resolutions adopted, 623.

Memorial Fund of $5,000,000, 624.

Joint celebration of Lord's Supper at
First church, 624.

Revivals, 245, 361, 416, 473.

Rogersville College, 466.

Roll of Commissioners, 5, 52, 101, 148,

200, 203, 204, 256, 319, 371, 426, 483,

554, 607.

Printing of, 57, 105, 152, 199, 260, 323,

375, 430, 488, 559.

Roman Catholic Schools, appropriations
to, 614. 616.

Rotary Eldership. See Riding Elders.

Rules, adopted, 10, 57, 105. 152, 199, 260,

323. 375, 430, 487, 558.

Ruling Elders, annual meetings recom-
mended, 455.

Not to participate in the ordination of
ministers, 69.

Term service discouraged, 172.

To be reported in Statistical Tables, 209.

See, also, Polity.

S.

Sabbath, Resolutions on, 126,215.

Sabbath, Special Committee on, 122, 300,

303.

Sabbath Committee, New York, com-
mended, 126.

Sabbath-schools, Permanent Commit-
tee, established (1866), 375.

Members, 404, 451, 527.

Report (1866), 403, 448, 527, 569.

Duties of (1866), 403.

Missions (1863), 240.

Secretary (1867), 449.

Shorter Catechism, 405.
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Sabbath- schools, Treasurer (1867), 451.

Permauent Committee disbanded at its

own request (1869), 569.

Special Committee on, appointed, 158,

184.

Sabbath- schools, Committee on relation

of sessions to, 239 ; Eeport, 265.

Under care of session, 303, 304.

Discharged, 243.

Sabbath-schools, Standing Committee,
established, 375.

Members, .376, 431, 489, 560.

Eeports, 403, 448, 527, 569.

See, also, Polity.

Sacred Music. See Psalmody.
Scotland, Free Church of. Communication

from, 521.

Delegates to, 41, 405, 437, 526, 615.

Letter to, 405.

Scotland, Tercentenary of the Protestant
Reformation, Delegation to, 70.

Seminaries. See Female Seniinaries, Theo-

logical Seminaries, and Western.
Session. See Polity and Sabhath-sehools.

Shields, James H., Case- of, 16, 33.

Shorter Catechism, to be bound with
"Church Psalmist," 305.

New Edition, 305.

To be used as a text-book, 405.

Slavery, Action on (1860), 75, 81.

Relation to Rebellion (1862), 164, 345.

Resolutions on (1864), 270.

Slave-holders, Action on, 81.

Protest against action on, 82.

Social Hymn and Tune Book, 400, 447.

South America. See Foreign Missions.

South Carolina, Presbytery of, attached
to Synod of New York and New
Jersey, 597.

Standing Committees. See Committees.
State of the Country, Committee on,

appointed, 105, 106, l.'^.S, 200, 202,266,

329, 378.

Reports, 111, 163, 212, 270, 344, 393.

Meeting for prayer (1864), 260.

Ministers serving in the national army
commended, 279.

Resolutions commending the army and
navy, 279.

Resolutions on reconstruction, 348.

Stated Clerks of Synods and Pres-
byteries, List of (1859) 46; (1860)

95; (1861) 142; (1862) 189; (1863)

250; (1864) 313; (1865) .366; (1866)

421; (1867) 478; (1868) .549; (1869)
602.

Stated Supplies, Number in 1859, 44.

Statistical Reports, Special Committees,
83, 108, 263.

Addresses of vacant churches, 583.

Churches to report all members,
whether absent or resident, 131.

No change to be made in, 131.

Revision of. .304, 496.

Ruling elders to be reported, 209.
Statistical Tables, 46, 95, 142, 189, 250,

31.3, 366, 421, 478, 549, 602.

Change in heading, 326.

Street preaching recommended, 565.

Stuart, Geo. H., Thanks to, 17.

Summary of Doctrine, Special com-
mittee, Report, 14.

Summary of Doctrine, To be printed
and sent down to the Presbyteries
(1859), 40.

Indefinitely postponed (1860), 66.

Sunday-schools. See Sabhath-sehools.

Sustentation, Overture ou, 469.

Sustentation Fund, 565, 614, 616.

Synods, erected, Kansas, 568; Tennessee,
328.

List of, 46, 95, 142, 189, 250, 313, 366,

421, 478, 549, 602.

Records, Committees on, 11, 57, 107, 153,

201, 262, 325, 377, 431, 489, 560.

Records, approved (1859), 24, 66, 123,

167, 235, 240, 282, 283, 332, 381, 451,

491, 492, 568.

Records of. Exceptions to. See Minne-
sota and Ohio.

Stricken from the Roll, Virginia, 67.

Synods, Records of, Important excep-
tions. Reasons for censure must be
given, 241

Members of Committees should be desig-

nated as ministers or as elders, 167.

Narrative must be recorded, 167.

Record must be signed by the Stated
Clerk, 167.

Records when approved by a higher
cannot be changed by a lower court,

172.

Systematic Benevolence, Special Com-
mittees, 126, 158, 178.

Resolutions on, 436, 596.

T.

Temperance, Resolutions on, 84, 110, 303.

See, also, American Temperance Union
and Intemperance.

Temporary Clerks, 10, 56, 105, 152, 199,

260, 323, 375, 430,, 487, 558.

Tennessee, Synod of, erected, 328.

Not to admit disloyal ministers, 328.

See, also, East Tennessee, 3.33.

Tercentenary. See Calvin and Scotland.

Thanks, Resolutions of, 38, 85, 137, 185,

244, 307, 358, 414, 470, 528, 596.

Theatres, Deliverance on, 351.

Theological Seminaries, Directors of,

election inexpedient, 40, 59, 109, 184,

223, .307, 357. 415, 470, 528.

Amount of aid given students to be
reported (1859), 29.

Recommended (1852), 174.

To submit written reports, 132.

Ecclesiastical supervision at Reunion
to be either in the Synod or the
Assembly, 577.

Theological Seminaries: Blackburn,
recommended, 132.

Auburn, recommended, 132.

Report, 126, 174, 217, 274.

Lane, recommended. 132.

Report, 126, 174, 217, 274.

Union, recommended, 1.32.

Report, 126, 174, 217, 274.

Todd, S. Edwards, Complaint. 241.

Tract Society. See American Tract Soci-

ety.

Treason. See Ministers, Disloyal.

Treasurer, General Assombiv, Report,

10, 13, 59, 64, 107, 113, 154, 202, 204,
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263, 292, 324, 332, 375, 381, 430, 432,
4H8, 490, 562, 568.

Eesoliitious on, 292.

Elected (1864), 292.

Trial. See Polity.

Trustees, Church, Powers of, deter-
mined by the civil law, 280.

Trustees, General Assembly, election
inexpedient, 40. .59, 109, 184, 223, 307,

358, 415, 470, 528.

Tuttle, Ueuj. R., Death of, 56.

U.

Unemployed Ministers and vacant
churches, 171, 327, .565, 580, 617.

May be invited to take part in session
meetings, 327.

Cannot serve as ruling elders, 327.

Union, Presbytery of, recognized, 328.
Union Seminary. See Theological Sem-

inaries.

United Presbyterian Church, corre-
spondence with, 340.

United States, Army and navy chap-
lains, 521, 581.

Constitution of, proposed change, 520.

United States Christian Commission,
243, 264, 279.

United States Sanitary Commission,
166.

United Synod of the Presbyterian
Church, memorial for division of
the Church Erection Fund declined
(1859), 22.

V.

Vacant Churches. See Unemployed min-
isters, 171.

Virginia, Synod of, retained on the Roll,
37.

Stricken from the Roll, 67.

W.
Wabash, Svnod of, boundary changed

(1862), 1.57.

Exception to records (1861), 123; (1862)
167.

Week of Prayer. See Prayer.
Welsh Calvinistic Methodists, Frater-

nal message, 583; Answer to, 583.

Western Female Seminary, 156.

West Tennessee, Synod of, stricken
from the Roll, 37.

Witnesses, gee Polity.

Worship, Directory for, Overture for
revision, 210.

Y.
Young Men's Christian Association^

434.
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