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1IN the year 1841 the subscriber, under the joint direction of the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and the Presby-
terian Board of Publication, prepared for the press an octavo vol-
ume of 548 pages, embracing the early Records of the Presbyterian
Church before the organization of the General Assembly. A por-
tion of these records was in a perishing state, and all of them were
liable to such casualties as might in a moment utterly destroy
them. It seemed therefore extremely desirable to put them in a
form so permanent, that the Church might not, by any such possi-
ble contingency, be deprived of the facts of its early history. The
editor of the present volume, in order to give further security to
the documents of the early Church, suggested the propriety of pub-
lishing in full the Journal of the General Assembly from the period
of its organization in 1789 to the year 1821, during which time it
was the custom of the Assembly to publish only extracts from their
minutes. The Presbyterian Board of Publication have, under the
sanction of the General Assembly, engaged in the work, and the
" present volume is the result. The editor, under his instructions,
has only presented an annual abstract of the statistics of the Church ;
and indeed, with the amplest powers, he could have accomplished
but little more, as the reports on the subject from the Presbyteries
were generally imperfect. It was a part of the plan to derive from
the files of the Assembly important and interesting documents,
which in the form of notes, might illustrate the Journal, and shed
additional light on the history of particular times and events. In
the first part of the volume this was in a measure accomplished;
but from the year 1804 to the close of the period embraced in the
volume, the files of the General Assembly are unaccountably mis-
sing. Itisto be hoped they are not utterly lost, but no inquiry,
which was instituted, was successful in bringing them to light.
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4 ADVERTISEMENT.

This is the more to be regretted, as there were several prominent
occurrences during those years which would have been satisfacto-
rily illustrated by documents referred to in the minutes, but no
where to be found. Perhaps in future years they may be discovered
and used in another edition of this volume. In regard to the Index,
the editor has spared no labour to make it available for reference,
and for 'this end he has aimed to impart to it a descriptive character.
Obp points of principal interest, the reader will be able easily to as-
certain the questions discussed by the Assembly, with the respective
decisions. Much, of course, in the routine of the Assembly’s busi-
ness was of too temporary interest to require a distinct place in
this Index ; and many particular items are referred to in the first
instance, when it was not thought necessary to notice them as they
came up annually as regular parts of business. It is not to be
doubted that the volume will be particularly acceptable to the of-
ficers of the Presbyterian Church, as it embraces much ecclesiastical
information which could not otherwise have been accessible.

WILLIAM M. ENGLES,

Ed. of the Presb. Board of Publication.
_ PmiLapeLraIA, April, 1847,



MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
1789.

PHILADELPHIA, May 21st, 1789.
THE General Assembly of the Preshyterian Church in the United States of

America, met, agrecably to the appointment of the late Synod of New York
and Philadelphia, in the Second Presbyterian church, in the city of Philadel-
phia, and was opened with a sermon by the Rev. Dr. John Witherspoon, from
1 Cor. iii. 7. “So then, neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that
watereth : but Gop that giveth the increase.”

Mr. Armstrong was chosen pro tempore Clerk, to make a list of the mem-
bers, from the commissions, which were ordered to be delivered to him for
that gurpose.

A

journed to meet at 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

3 o'clock, P. M.
The General Assembly met agreeably to adjournment; U. P. P.,* the

Clerk read the following list of members, taken from the commissions pro-
duced to him:

PRESBYTERY OF SUFFOLK—Minister—Mr. Joshua Hart.

PRESBYTERY OF DUTCHESS COUNTY— Minister—Mr. Benjamin Judd.

PRESBYTERY OF NEW YORK— Ministers—Dr. John Rodgers, Dr. Alex-
ander McWhorter, Mr. Azel Roe, and Mr. Jobn Close.

PrESBYTERY OF NEW BrUNswicK— Ministers—Dr. John Witherspoon,
‘Dr. Samuel 8. Smith, and Mr. James F. Armstrong. Elder—Mr. Nche-
miah Dunham.

PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA—Ministers—Mr. James Sproat, Dr.
George Duffield, and Dr. John Ewing. Elders—Mr. Isaac Snowden, Mr.
Ferguson MecIlvane, and Mr. Elijah Clark.

PrESBYTERY OF NEW CASTLE— Ministers—Dr. Robert Smith, Mr. James

Latta, and Mr. Thos. Read. Elders—Mr. Moses Irwin, Mr. Amos Slay-
maker, and Mr. John Crawford.

PresBYTERY OF LEWEs— Minister—Dr. Mathew Wilson.
PRESBYTERY OF BALTIMORE— Minister—Dr. Patrick Alison.
PrESBYTERY OF CARLISLE— Ministers—Mr. Robert Cooper, Mr. Thos

McPherrin, and Mr. James Snodgrass. Elders—Mr. Samuel Edie, Mr.
James Dixzon.

PrespYTERY OF REDSTONE—E/der—Hon. John Baird.

PrESBYTERY OF LEXINGTON— Minister—Mr. Moses Hoge.

Mr. Adam Rankin, a member of the Presbytery of Transylvania, appeared
in the General Assembly, and acquainted them that the information of the
constitution of this body did not arrive time enough to make a constitutional
appointment of members from that Presbytery: and some of his brethren
having recommended it to him to come to the General Assembly, he desires
to be admitted to the privileges of a member.

On motion, Resolved, that the General Assembly, wishing to promote the
union of the churches under their care, do admit Mr. Rankin to sit as a mem-
ber; but declare that it shall not be drawn into precedent, after the constitu-

® In this and the following Minutes, the letters U. P. P. S. Q. S. mean, Ubi post preces
sederunt qui supra.—Ep1tor.
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6 MINUTES OF THE [1789.

tion of this Church shall have been published, agreeably to the order of the
late Synod of New York and Philadelphia.

The General Assembly proceeded to the election of a Moderator, and Dr.
Rodgers was chosen; and Dr. Duffield and Mr. Armstrong were chosen
Clerks. )

Dr. Witherspoon, and Messrs. Latta and Roe, Ministers; and Messrs.
Irwin, Dunham, and Snowden, Elders, were appointed a committce to examine
the comuwissions, and to report to-morrow morning.

Dr. R. Smith, Dr. McWhorter, Mr. Cooper, and Mr. Read, Ministers ; and
Messrs. Baird, Clark, and Mcllvane, Elders, were appointed a committee of
Bills and Overtures, to meet to-morrow morning at 6 o’clock in this church,
and afterwards on their own adjournments.

On motion, Resolved unanimously, that an address be presented from the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church to the President of the United
States ; and that Drs. Witherspoon, Alison, and S. 8. Smith, be a committee
to draught said address.

Drs. Ewing, Wilson, McWhorter, R. Smith, and Mr. Read, Ministers ; and
Messrs. Crawford and Slaymaker, Elders, were appointed a committee to
draw up rules for the government of the General Assembly in their pro-
ceedings, and to make report as soon as convenient.

The General Assembly, considering the great wutility which may attend
addressing the churches under their care, upon the present state of religion,
the new arrangements in church government and discipline, and the state of
civil government, ordered, that Drs. Wilson and 8. 8. Smith be a committee
to prepare a draught for this purpose, and report as soon as convenient.

- Adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.

May 22d, 1789—9 o’clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met agreeably to adjournment: U. P. P. §. qu¢
supra.

POrdered, To read the minutes of the last sederunt,

Ordered, To read the minutes of the last Sessions of the Synod of New York
and Philadelphia.

The committee, appointed to examine the commissions, report, that having
examined all the commissions, they find that the commissioners, in the list
made out yesterday, were duly elected ; and that, excepting some small devi-
ations from form, the commissions were properly made out. Ordered that
the several Presbyteries be particularly attentive to preseribed forms, when
such may be had, in all official papers to be made out agreeably to the con-
stitution of this Church.

Col. John Bayard appeared in the General Assembly, and having produced
a commission appointing him a commissioner on behalf of the Presbytery of
New Brunswick, it was approved, and he took his seat accordingly.

Dr. Alison and Mr. Baird were appointed a committee, to settle the accounts
of the fund of the General Assembly with their Treasurer, and to report as
soon as convenient.

The committee appointed to superintend the printing and publishing of
the constitution, &ec., was ordered to call on Mr. Bradford, the printer whom
they employed to print said constitution, and to inquire of him the reasons
why the publication has been so long delayed, and what assurances he can
give to the Assembly as to the time in which it shall be published, and to
make report in the afternoon.

The Synods of New York and New Jersey, of Philadelphia, and of Vir-
ginia, report, that they met agreeably to the appointments of the Jate Synod
of New York and Philadelphia,

- - —
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No commissioner having yet attended from any of the Presbyteries of the
Synod of the Carolinas, no report has been brought in.

It was overtured by the Committee of Bills and Overtures, that the Gene-
ral Assembly should warmly recommend it to the respective Synods, that
they take order that the Presbyteries under their care be punctual, in appoint-
ing and sending their due number of delegates to the General Assembly,
agreeably to the constitution ; in order to promote and strengthen the union
of the Presbyterian Church : on the above overture,

Ordered, That Drs. Robert and Samuel S. Smith be a committee to draught
said recommeddation, and to report to-morrow morning.

On motion, Ordered, That the minutes of the respective Synods be laid
yearly, before the General Assembly, to be by them revised.

On motion, Resolved, That the respective Synods make yearly reports to
the General Assembly of all the licensures, ordinations, instalments, transla-
tions, resignations, deaths, and whatever changes may take place among the
members within their bounds.

In order tv give time to the different committees to prepare their reports,
the General Assembly adjourned till to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, May 23d, 1789—9 o’clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met, agreeably to adjournment: U. P. P. S. qui
supra.

Pérdered, To read the minutes of the last sederunt.

The committee appointed to draught a recommendation to the several
Synods, respecting punctuality in appointing and sending commissioners to
the General Assembly, not being prepared to report, desired a longer time.

The comuittee appointed to examine the accounts of the Treasurer of the
late Synod of New York and Philadelphia, report, that they appear, by suf-
ficient vouchers, to be just and true ; and that there remains in favour of the
said Synod, a balance of one hundred and two pounds, twelve shillings
and nine pence, in Penunsylvania paper, of the emission of 1785 ; and twenty
eight pounds, three shillings and four pence, in specie; which now belongs
to the General Assembly ; which is submitted.

£102 12 9 PATRICK ALISON,

28 34 JOHN BAIRD.
23d May, 1789.

The Gomeral Assembly approved the above report ; which was ordered to
be entered on the files of the house. The General Assembly proceeded to
the election of a Treasurer, when Mr. Isaac Snowden was chosen, and the
funds of the late Synod of New York and Philadelphia, now the funds of the
General Assembly, were put into his hands, as Treasurer of the General
Assembly.

The committee appointed to prepare rules for the government of the
Assembly in their proceedings, made report ; and the rules, having been read
and amended, were adopted, and ordered to be entered on the minutes of the
house. These rules are as follows: viz.

1. The Moderator shall take the chair at the hour at which the Assembly
stands adjourned : shall immediately call the members to order; and on the
appearance of a quorum, shall open the session with prayer; and cause the
minutes of the preceding session to be read ; and on every adjournment shall
conclude with prayer.

II. The Moderator may speak to points of order, in preference to other
members, rising from his seat for that purpose; and shall decide questions
of order, subject to an appeal to the homae,r%(;9 any two members.
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ITL. The General Assembly, at every meeting, shall appoint a committee
of bills and overtures, to prepare and digest business for the Assembly. Any
person, thinking himself aggrieved by this committee, may complain to the
Assembly.

Iv. Pyetitions, references, and appeals; and, usually, all new propositions
tending to general laws, shall be laid before the committee of bills and over-
tures, before they be offered to the Assembly.

V. A motion made must be seconded, and afterwards repeated by the
Moderator, or read aloud, before it is debated. And every motion shall be
reduced to writing, if the Moderator, or any member, require it.

VL. Any member, who shall have made a motion, shall have liberty to
withdraw it, before any debate had thereon, but not afterwards, without
leave of the Assembly

VII. On questions of order, adjournment, postponement, commitment, or
the previous question, no member shall speak more than once. On all other
questions, each member may speak twice; but not oftener, without express
leave of the house.

VIII. When a question is under dcbate, no motion shall be received,
unless to amend it, to postpone it, to commit it, for the previous question, or
to adjourn.

IX. The grevxous question shall be in this form, ¢ Shall the main question
be now put ?”’ and, until it is decided, shall preclude all amendment, and
farther debate of the main question.

X. An amendment may be moved on any motion; and shall be decided
before the original motion.

XI. If a question under debate contains several parts, any member may
have it divided, and a question taken on each part.

XII. Every member, when speaking, shall address himself to the chair;
and shall treat his fellow members, especially the Moderator, with decency
and respect. If a memberact disorderly, it shall be the duty of the Moderator,
and the privilege of the other members, to call him to order.

XIII. A question shall not be called up, or reconsidered, at the same
sessions of the Assembly at which it has been decided ; unless by consent of
two-thirds of the members who were present at the decision.

XIV. Any member, who may think himself aggrieved by a decision of the
General Assembly, shall have his dissent, or protest, with his reasons, entered
on the records of Assembly, or filed among their papers, if given in before
the rising of the Assembly.

XV. If any member act indecently, or disorderly, contrary to these rules,
the Moderator shall reprove, or otherwise censure him, as the Assembly shall
judge proper. And if any member shall think himself denied of any right,
or unjustly blamed by the Moderator, he shall not speak disrespectfully to
him ; but modestly require the decision of the house in the case.

The committee appointed to inquire the cause of delay of publication of the
constitution, is ordered to make report on Monday next.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, 23d May, 3 o’clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met agreeably to adjournment; U. P. P. 8. Q. S,
except Col. Bayard, who had leave of absence for the afternoon.

Ordered, To read the minutes of the last session.

The committee appointed to draught an address to the President of the
United States, reported an address, which was read twice, and ordered to lie
on the table for the consideration of the members.

The clerks informed the General Assembly, that the contribution made of



1789.] GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 9

a quarter of a dollar by each commissioner, amounted to eight dollars and
one quarter, in specie; which was given into the hands of the Assembly-
treasurer. 3l. 1s. 103d., specie.

The Rev. Mr. Templeton appeared in the General Assembly; and having

roduced a commission, appointing him a commissioner, on behalf of the
%resbytery of South Carolina, it was approved, and he took his seat ac-
cordingly.

The committee appointed by the late Synod of New York and Philadel-
phia, to revise the chapter of the directory entitled, ¢ Of the mode of inflicting
church censures,” laid before the Assembly the chapter, as by them revised ;
which, being considered and amended, was finally enacted, and ordered to be
printed and published with the constitution.

Adjourned till Monday, 9 o’clock, A. M. Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 25th, 1789, 9 o'clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met, agreeably to adjournment; U. P. P. 8. Q. S.

Ordered, To read the minutes of the last session.

The delegates appointed by the late Synod of New York and Philadelphia
to the convention, consisting of delegates from ¢ The Associate Reformed,
and the Reformed Protestant Dutch Synod,” which met the eighth of October
last, in New York, laid the proceedings of the convention before the General
Assembly. The Assembly, having approved the conduct of their delegates,
ordered the proceedings of the convention to be kept among the records of
Assembly ; and appointed the Rev. Dr. John Witherspoon, Dr. McWhorter, Mr.
Woodhull, Mr. J. Reed, Mr. Roe, Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Monteith,
ministers; and Col. Bayard and Dr. Scott, elders ; and they are hereby ap-
pointed delegates on behalf of the General Assembly, to meet delegates from
the Associate Reformed, and the Reformed Protestant Dutch Synods, in the
eity of New Brunswick, on the third Wednesday of June, 1789.

Col. Bayard and Mr. Snowden were added to the committee to receive
proposals from Mr. Bradford, and to make a specific agreement with him for
printing the constitution, &o., of this church ; and the committee is ordered
to make report in the afternoon.

The Synod of the Carolinas reported, by Mr. Templeton, that they met,
:;gll'eggbly to the appointment of the late Synod of New York and Phila-

elphia.

Ordered, That Drs. Witherspoon and Duffield, ministers, and Mr. Snowden,
elder, be a committee to select such parts of the minutes of the General
Assembly as they judge proper; and that they bave five hundred copies
printed, and forwarded to the Synods and Presbyteries under their care ; and
that the expenses of printing be defrayed by the Assembly-treasurer.

The committee appointed to prepare a draught of a letter to be sent to the
respective Synods, brought in a draught ; which, having been considered and
amended, was approved, and is as follows :

To the Rev. Synod of . . . ... .. tomeetat . « . ... ...
onthe ....dayof .. ...... A D,1789.

The General Assembly, afflicted at the circumstances, both of distance,
and perhaps of poverty, that 80 often prevent a full and respectable repre-
sentation of our church in its supreme judicatory, hath thought it proper to
address the several Synods within this body on this interesting subject. The
dignity of our church, its weightand influence in the United States, and even
the utility of its ordinances to the great ends of religion, will depend much
on the unity of our counscls, and on the order and efficiency of our govern-
menté While the interest of religion ought to be our first and ruling object,
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we ought not to forget how necessary it is, for that great purpose, to preserve
our character as a body, and our consequence in the republic, in comparison
with other denominations of Christians. Without a common intelligence and
concert in our measures, our respectability will be diminished ; and our efforts
for the public good, and for the promotion of religion, will be weakened by
becoming divided. Divisions of sentiment, and, perhaps, in the end, alienation
of mind, will result from division of couusels, and the want of concert, in that
great source of power, which ought to pervade and unite the whole body.

The Assembly, impressed with these views, think it necessary to urge, in
the most earnest manner, the respective Synods to take effectual measures
that all the Presbyteries send up, in due season, their full representation.
And inasmuch as the expenses of delegates, from remote Presbyteries, must
be much greater than their ordinary finances will allow, and the length of
their absence from their pastoral charges must be attended with inconve-
nience to the people, the Assembly recommend to every Synod to provide a
fund, or to enjoin it on their Presbyteries to provide separate funds for
defraying those expenses by collections, annually made from every congre-
gation, and, during the absence of their delegates, to furnish their congrega-
tions with proper supplies, to maintain the public worship of God. And that
the Asserubly may be possessed of a complete knowledge of the whole church
under their direction, and see that perfect consistency and order be preserved
therein ; they have ordered, that the Synod books of the several Synods be
sent, annually, up to the place of their meeting, for inspection. And they
have farther ordered, that proper returns be annually made from the Synods
of the number of their Presbyteries, their members, their licentiates, their
candidates, deaths, and removals. And also the number of vacant congrega-
tions within their respective bounds ; and, that their knowledge on this subject
may be the more complete and certain, they have ordered that the Presbyte-
ries, composing the Synods, should send up duplicates of said returns by their
delegates to the Assembly. Praying that you may enjoy all peace, union,
and prosperity in the Lord, we are, dear brethren, your affectionate fellow
labourers in his common vineyard.

Signed by order, JoHN RopGERS, Moderator.

Ordered, that a copy of the above letter, signed by the Moderator, in the
name of the General Assembly, be sent to each of the Synods.

The Committee of Bills and Overtures overture, that the state of the frontier
settlements should be taken into consideration, and missionaries sent to them,
to form them into congregations, ordain elders, administer the sacraments, and
direct them to the best measures for obtaining the gospel ministry regularly
among them.

Ordecred, That Drs. Alison and S. S. Smith be a committee to devise
such measures as may be best calculated to carry the mission into execu-
tion, and to report in the afternoon.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 25th, 1789, 8 o’clock, P. M.
The General Assembly met agreeably to adjournment; U. P. P. 8. Q. S.
Ordered, To read the minutes of the last session.
The committee for printing, &ec., inform the Assembly, that they are not
ready to report, and beg leave to defer it till to-morrow morning ; which was
ranted.
& The committee appointed to devise measures to carry the mission to the
frontiers into execution, made the following report, which was adopted, viz :
Resolved, That each of the Synods be, and they are hereby requested, to
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recommend to the General Assembly, at their next meeting, two members,
well qualified to be employed in missions on our frontiers; for the purposes
of organizing churches, administering ordinances, ordaining elders, collecting
information concerning the religious state of those parts, and proposing the
best means of establishing a gospel ministry among the people. And in
order to provide means for defraying the necessary expenses of the mission,
it is strictly enjoined on the several Presbyteries, to have collections wade
during the present year, in the several congregations under our care, and
forwarded to Isaac Snowden, Esq., the Treasurer of the General Assembly,
with all convenient speed.

The following query, signed by a member of the Presbytery of Transyl-
vania, was overtured, by the Committee of Overtures:

¢« Quere : Whether the churches under the care of the General Assembly,
have not, by the countenance and allowance of the late Synod of New
York and Philadelphia, fallen into a great and pernicious error in the publie
worship of God, by disusing Rouse’s versification of David’s Psalms, and
adopting in the room of it, Watts's imitation ? Conscience is the motive that
has induced me to make the above inquiry, and I trust I shall be heard on the
subject with candour. ApaM RAaNKIN.”

Agreeably to his request, Mr. Rankin was heard as long as he chose to
speak :—and Doctors R. Smith, Wilson, and Duffield, with Mr. Latta, minis-
ters ; and Messrs. Dunham and Irwin, elders, were appointed a committee to
report a draught of a minute on this affair; and with whom Mr. Rankin is
desired to converse on the subject.

'The following case was overtured, by the Committee of Overtures, viz :

“ Whether the General Assembly, out of their liberality, charity, and can-
dour, will admit to their communion, in the ecclesiastic assemblies, as far as
they can consistently with the scrupulosity of their consciences, a Presbytery
who are totally averse to the doctrine of receiving, hearing, or judging of any
appeals from Presbyteries to Synods; and from Synods to General Assem-
blies : because, in their judgment, it is inconsistent with Scripture, and the
practice of the primitive churches” In answer to which the Geueral As-
sembly reply—That, although they consider the right of appeal, from the
decision of an inferior judicature to a superior, an important privilege, which
no member of their body ought to be deprived of, yet they at the same time
declare, that they do not desire any member to be active, in any case which
may be inconsistent with the dictates of his conscience.

Adjourned till 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning. Concluded with prayer.

Tucsday, 26th day, 9 o'clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met, agrgeably to adjournment, U. P. P. S. Q. 8.

Ordered, To read the minutes of the last session.

The committee appointed on Mr. Rankin’s affair, reported the following
draught of a minute, which was adopted, viz :—The General Assembly hav-
ing heard Mr. Rankin at great length, and endeavoured to relieve his mind
from the difficulties he appeurs to labour under, are sorry to find that all their
efforts have been in vain ; and, therefore, only recommend to him that exer-
cise of Christian charity towards those who differ from him in their views of
this matter, which is exercised towards himself : and that he be carefully
guarded against disturbing the peace of the church on this head.

The General Assembly took into consideration the draught of an address
to the President of the United States, which, being amended, was adopted,
and is as follows, viz:

To the President of the United States,
S1R—The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United
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States of America, embrace the earliest opportunity in their power, to testify
the lively and unfeigued pleasure which they, with the rest of their fellow-
citizens, feel, on your appointment to the first office in the nation.

We adore Almighty God, the author of every perfect gift, who hath eun-
dued you with such a rare and happy assemblage of taleuts, as hath rendered
you equally necessary to your country in war and in peace. Your wilitary
achievements insured safety and glory to America, in the late arduous conflict
for freedom ; while your disinterested conduct, and uniformly just discern-
ment of the public interest, guined you the entire confidence of the people:
And in the present interesting period of public affairs, the iufluence of your
personal character moderates the divisions of political parties, and promisesa
permanent establishment of the civil government.

From a retirement more glorious than thrones and sceptres, you have been
called to your present elevated station, by the advice of a great and a free

eople ; and with an unanimity of suffrage that has few, if any, examples in

istory. A man more ambitious of fame, or less devoted to his country,
would have refused an office in which his hooours could not be augmented, and
where they might possibly be subject to a reverse. We are happy that God
has inclined your heart to give yourself once more to the public. And we
derive a favourable presage of the event, from the zeal of all classes of the
people, and their confidence in your virtues; as well as from the knowledge
and dignity with which the federal councils are filled. DBut we derive a pre-
sage, even more flattering, from the piety of your character. Public virtue
is the most certain means of public felicity ; and religion is the surest basis of
virtue. 'We therefore estcem it a peculiar happiness to behold in our chief
magistrate, a steady, uniform, avowed friend of the Christian religion ; who has
commenced his administration in rational and exalted sentiments of piety; and
who, in his private conduct, adorns the doctrines of the gospel of Christ ; and
on the most public and solemn occasions, devoutly acknowledges the govern-
ment of Divine Providence.

The example of distinguished characters will ever possess a powerful and
extensive influence on the public mind; and when we see in such a conspi-
cuous station, the amiable example of piety to God, of benevolence to men,
and of a pure and virtuous patriotism, we naturally hope that it will diffuse
its influence ; and that, eventually, the most happy consequences will result
from it. To the force of imitation, we will endeavour to add the wholesome
instructions of religion. We shall consider ourselves as doing an acceptable
service to (od, in our profession, when we contribute to render men sober,
honest, and industrious citizens, and the obedient subjects of a lawful govern-
ment. In these pious labours, we hope to imitate the most worthy of our
bretkren of other Christian denominations, and to be imitated by them ; as-
sured that if we can, by mutual and generous emulation, promote truth and
virtue, we shall render a great and important service to the republic; shall
receive encourngement from every wise and good citizen ; and, above all,
mect the approbation of our Divine Master.

We pray Almighty God to have you always in his holy keeping. May
he prolong your valuable life, an ornament and a blessing to your country,
and at last bestow on you the glorious reward of a faithful servant.

Signed by order of the General Assembly,

Joun RopGers, Moderator.
Philadelphia, Muay 26th, 1789.

The General Assembly, considering the importance of preserving faithful
and correct impressions of the Holy Scriptures; and as Mr. Collins, printer
to the State of New Jersey, proposes to make an impression of the Old and
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New Testaments, and wishes the countenance and support of all denomina-
tions of Christians;

On motion, Resolved, That the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States of America, in order to give effectual encourage-
ment to this undertaking, do hereby appoint the Rev. Mr. Joshua Hart, Mr.
Judd, Dr. Alexander McWhorter, Mr. James F. Armstrong, Dr. George
Duffield, Mr. Thomas Read, Dr. Mathew Wilson, Dr. Patrick Alison, Mr.
Robert Cooper, Mr. James Finley, Mr. Moses Hoge, Mr. John Blair Smith,
Mr. James McKee, Mr. Hezekiah Balch, Mr. Thomas H. McCaulle, and Mr.
David Rice, to lay Mr. Collins’s proposals before their respective Presbyteries,
and to recommend to them, by order of the General Assembly, that a person
or persons be appointed in every congregation, vacant or supplied, to procure
subscriptions; and that the Presbyteries transmit by their commissioners to
the next General Assembly the number of subscribers. The General Assem-
bly also confirm the appointment made by the Synod of New York and New
Jersey, that Dr. John Witherspoon, Dr. Samuel S. Smith, and Mr. James F.
Armstrong, be a committee to concur with any such committee as may be
appointed, whether from any other denomination, or from any other Synod
of our denomination, to revise and correct the proof sheets; and, if necessary,
to fix upon the most correct edition of the Scriptures to be recommended to
the printer, from which to make his impression; and that the said commit-
tee be ordered to agree with the printer, that Ostervald’s notes, if not inconsis-
tent with the views of other denominations of Christians engaged in this under-
taking, be printed with it, in such manner as may best promote the publication.

The General Assembly, desirous to spread the knowledge of eternal life
contained in the Holy Scriptures, earnestly recommend to all the congrega-
tions under their care to encourage this undertaking. :

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

: May 25th, 1789—38 o’clock, P. M.
The General Assembly met, agreeably to adjournment; U. P. P. 8. Q. S.
Ordered, To read the minutes of the last session.

The committee for printing the constitution reported two proposals from
Mr. Thomas Bradford :—1. To print it at his own expense, with a copy-right
for seven years. 2. To print it at a certain price.

On which the General Assembly

Resolved, That the constitution be printed at the expense of the General
Assembly; and that the committee, or a majority of them, enter into an agree-
ment with Mr. Bradford; and that, on the best terms they can, they have a
number of copies, not less than a thousand, nor greater than fifteen hundred,
printed and bound in such a manner as may best promote the sale ; and that
the committee draw, for the price of printing and binding, on the Treasurer
of the Assembly, who is hereby ordered to pay it out of the present moneys in
the funds. And the Assembly earnestl{ recommend it to the different Pres-
byteries, to pay particular attention to have the fund reimbursed out of the
sales of the book.

Ordered, That the Treasurer pay to Mr. Peter Leslie, for attendance on the
General Assembly, and for necessary expenses, three pounds, three shillings
and nine pence, and charge it to the fund. £3 3 9.

Ordered, That Dr. Duffield, Stated Clerk of the late Synod of New York
and Philadelphia, be allowed two pounds, for the expense of having the
minutes of the last sessions of said Synod transeribed. And that Dr. Duf-
field be appointed Stated Clerk of the Assembly, procure a proper book into
which to transeribe their minutes, and lay the expense of the book, and of
transcribing the minutes, before the General Assembly, at their next meeting.
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The General Assembly adjourned, to meet on the third Thursday in May,
1790, at 11 o’clock A. M., in the first Presbyterian Church in the city of

Philadelphia.

Concluded with prayer.

STATISTICS.

As it may be desirable to record in this place the state of the Presbyterian
Church at the time of the organization of the General Assembly, we insert

the following statistics, pre

red in the preceding year, and published by

a
order of the Synod of New %’ork and Philadelphia.

Ministers.
Samuel Buel,
Noah Westmore,
Sampson Ocum,

Benjamin Goldsmith,
David Rose,

Elam Potter,
Joshua Hart,
Joshua Williams,
Nathan Woodhull,
Thomas Russel,
Aaron Woolworth,
Probationers.

Asa Hillyer,

Solomon Mead,
‘Wheeler Case,
Ichabod Lewis,
Samuel Mills,
Blackleach Burret,
Johu Davenport,

Timothy Jon
Aaron Richards,

John Rodeers, D. D.

Jonathan Elmer,
Hugh Knox, D. D.
Abuner Brusfl,
Benjamin Woodruff,

Alex. M‘Whorter, D. D. .

Azel Roe,
Nathan Ker,

Johin Close,

Jedediah Chapman,
Alexander Miller,
William Woodhull

Jacob Van Artsdalen,

D.D.

PRESBYTERY OF SUFFOLE.

Congregations. Collections.
East-lHampton.
Brook-Haven.
New-Stockbridge, Brotherton,
(in the Ouneida country.)
South-ITold.

South-Haven.

South-ITampton.
Huntington,
West-ITampton.
Bridge-Hampton.
Vacmt.
Jamaica.
Hampstead.
Smith-Town.

PressyTEry oF Durcness Cousty.

Lower Salem.
Charlotte Precinct.
Philippi.
Fredericksburg.

Bedford.

Vacant.
Poundridge.
White Plains.
West-Fredericksburg.
Providence.

PresBYyTERY OF NEW YORK.

Morris-Town, 2 8
Rahway,
New-York, 10 2
New-Providence.

St. Croix.

Westfield.
Newark.
Woodbridge,
Goshen,
New-Windsor,
Newburgh,
Orangedale,

(=]
—
[—3

S X~ X

1 4
010

13
916

o o o0

Springfield, 110
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Mainisters.
William Schenck,
John Warford,
John Joline,
Andrew King,
James Glassbrook,
John McDonald,

Lemuel Fordham,

Probationers.
Peter Fish,
John Lindley,
John Young,

John Witherspoon, D. D.

Israel Reed,
John Hannah,
Thomas Smith,
John Woodhull,

Samuel Smith,

Philip Stockton,
James F. Armstrong,
Joseph Rue,

Joseph Clark,

Peter Wilson,

William Boyd,
Walter Monteith,
James Muir,

Ira Condict,

Asa Dunbam,

GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

PresBYTERY OF NEW YORE, Continued.

Congregations.
Balls-Town.
Salem,
Mendham,
Wallkill,

Albany,
Roxborough, and
{ Suckasunny Plains,
Vacant.
South Hanover,
Elizabeth-Town.
Connecticut Farms.
Hardy's-Town,
‘Wantage.
New-Hampstead.
Hopewell.
Staten-Island.
New-Town.
Cambridge,
Kingsbury.
East-Ball’s-Town.
Schenectady.
Curry’s Bush.
Remsin’s Bush.
Cherry Valley, John's-Town,

New-Scotland.

Harper's Field.
Amount in York money,

Equal to Proclamation,

PrESBYTERY oF NEW BRUNSWICE.

Princeton, President of
New-Jersey College,

Bound Brook, -

Kingwood,

Cranbury,

Freehold,

Vice-President of New-Jersey
College.

Trenton,
Pennington,
Allentown,
Independence,
Mansficld.
Bedminister,
New-Brunswick,

Hardwick,
Newton,
Shapanack,
Mount-Bethel,

{ Oxford.
Vacant.
Trenton, old house,
Amwell,
Maidenhead,
Bethlehem,

15

Collections.
013 0
015 0
514 8

2617 1
£24 14 2

1 4
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PresBYTERY OF NEW-BRUNSWICK, Confinued.

Minusters.

James Sproat, D. D.
George Dufficld, D. D.
John Ewing, D, D,
John Symonton,
Francis Peppard,
James Boyd,

James Watt,

William M. Tenuent,

Nathaniel Irwin,
Andrew Hunter,
James Grier,

George Faitoute,

Ashbel Green,

Robert Smith, D. D.
William McKennan,

Colin McFarqubar,
James Latta,

John McCreary,

Alexander Mitchel,
Thomas Read,
James Anderson,

Thomas Smith,

Daniel Jones,
‘William R. Smith,

Nathaniel W. Semple,

James Munro,
John E. Finley,
John Burton,

Congregations.
Greenwich,
Nolton,
Shrewsbury.
Shark River.
Milstone.

Amount in New-Brunswick Presbytery,

PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA.

Second Presbyterian
. Church, Philadelphia,

Third ditto Church, Philad.,

Provost of the University of
Pennsylvania, First ditto
Church, Philadelphia.

Great Valley.

Allen-Town.

Newton,

Bensalem,

Cupe May.

Abington,

Norrington,

Providence,

Neshaminy,

‘Woodbury.

Deep Run.

Greenwich,

Second Presbyterian Church,
Philadelphia.

Amount,

Vacant.
Fairficld.
Deerfield.
Pitts-Grove.
Penn's-Neck.
Timber Creek.
Tinnicum.

PrespyTERY OF NEW-CASTLE.

Pequea,
Redclay Creek, and
Wilmington.
Donegal,
Chestnut Tevel,
Whiteclay Creek,
{ Head of Christiana.
Upper Octorara and Doe Run.
Drawyers,
Middleton, Chester County,
Middleton, Delaware,
{ Pencader,

‘Wilmington,

Leacock, Lancaster, and
Middle Octorara,
West-Nottingham,
Faggs Manor.

St. George's,

[1789.

Collections.

1 4
11

£27 6

8 9
810

113

1 8
015

0
0

(-]

o ©

£21 4 3
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PressYTerY oF NEW-CastLe, Condinued.

Ministers.

Nathan Grier,
Probationers.
Matthew Tate,

Jobn Miller,
Matthew Wilson, D. D.

Jacob Ker,

John Rankin,
Samuel McMasters,

William McKee,

James Hunt,

John Slemons,

Patrick Alison, D. D,
Teaac S. Keith,
Stephen B. Balch,

George Luckey,

Joba Elder,
John Hoge.
Hugh McGill,

Charles Nesbit, D. D.
James Martin,

Robert McMordie.
Robert Cooper,
James Lang,

3

Congregations.
Forks of Brandywine.

Vacant.
New-Castle.
Christiana Bridge,
East-Nottingham.,
New-London,
Little Britain,

Amount,

PresBYTERY OF LEWES.

|
%

Dover, and
Duck Run.
Lewes-Town,
Cool Spring, and
Indian River.
Monokin,
Wicomico.
Buckingham,
Blackwater.
Snowhill,
Pitt’s Creek,
Rehoboth,
Murderkiln,
Three Rung,
St. Johnston.
Vucant.
Vienna,
Fishing Creek.
Accomac.
Broad Creek.

PRrESBYTERY OF BALTIMORE.

|
i

{

Bladensburg,

Captain John,

Slate Ridge,

Chance Ford,
Baltimore-Town,
Alexandria,

George-Town, on Potomac,
Bethel,

Centre,

Amount,
“acant.
Hopewell,
Frederick-Town.
Soldier's Delight.

PRESBYTERY OF CaARLISLE.

{
{

{

Paxton,
Derry.

Tuscarora,

Cedar Spring.

President of Dickinson College,
Piney Creek,

Middle Spring,
Falling Spring,
Kast Cannegocheague,

17

Collections.

015

£14 6

} 310

0

6

0

51810

2 4

718
3 0
115

110

6
0
0
0
0

£22 6

015

115
112

4

o



18

MINUTES OF THE

PressyTERY OF CarvisLe, Continued.

Minsters.
John Craighead,
Jolm King,

Hugh Vance,

Thomas McFarren,

Robert Davidson, D. D.
John Black,
Samuel Dougal,

Johu McKnight,
John Linn,
Samucl Waugh,

David Bard,
Joseph Henderson,

Matthew Stephens,
James Johnson,
John Johnson,

Samuel Wilson,
James Snodgrass,

Hugh Morrison,

Probationer.
Joseph Caldwell,

James Finley,
John Clark,
Joseph Smith,
John McMillan,

James Power,
Thaddeus Dodd,
James Dunlap,
Samuel Barr,

{
{
%
{
%

Congregations.
Rocky Spring.
Upper West Cunnegocheague,

Tuscarora, in Virginia, }

Back Creek,

Lower East-Cannegocheague,
Lower West-Cannegocheague,
Carlisle,

Upper Marsh Creek,

Path Valley.

Lower Marsh Creek,
Tom's Creck,
Sherman’s Valley,

East-Pennsborough, }

Manahan,

Bedford.

Great Conewago,

Derry,

Waine, on the Juniata.

Kishacoquillas,

Hart'’s Log,

Shaver’s Creek.

Big Spring.

Hanover.

Sunbury, Northumberland Town,

Buffulo Valley.

‘acant.

York-T'own.

Hagar's Town, Shepherd’s-Town,
Charles-Town, Falling-Waters,
Cool Spring, Romney, Patter-
son’s Creck, Great Cove, Great
Aughwick, Standing Stone,
Frank'sTown, Penn's Valley,
Chillisquaque, Warrior's Run,
Munscy, Lycoming, Mahoning,
Fishing Creek, Dick's Gap,
Sherman's Creck, Upper Paxton.

PrrsBYTERY OF REDSTONE,

A

—~

A

—~A

Rehoboth,
Roundhill.
Lebanon,
Bethel.
Buffalo,
Cross Creck.

Chartiers, }

Pigeon Creek,
Mount Pleasaut,
Sawickly.
Ten Mile.
Redstone,
Dunlap's Creek.
Pittsburgh.
Vacant.

Fairfield. Donegal, Unity, Salem,

Poke Run. Long Run, Glades of
Sandy Creek, Muddy Creek, Mor-
gan-Town, George's Creek. Pike
Run, Montuier's Run, Potato
Garden Mill Creek,King'sCreek,
Short Creck, Three Ridges.

[1789.

Collections.

-
e
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Ministers.
Jobn Brown,
William Grabam.
James McConnel,
Archibald Scott,
Edward Crawford.

John Montgomery,

Benjamin Erwin.
William Wilson,
Moses Hoge.
John McCre,

Richard Sankey,
John Todd,

James Waddell.
William Irvine,

John Blair Smith,
James Mitchel,
John D. Blair,

Probationer.
William Mahon.

Henry Patillo,
David Caldwell,
Samuel McCorkle,

James Hall,

Robert Archibald,
James McKee,
David Barr,
Jacob Leake,
Daniel Thatcher
Samuel Huston,

GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

PRrESBYTERY OF LEXINGTON.

Congregations.
New-Providence,

Bethel and Brown’s Church,

Winchester,
Opecken, and
Cedar Creek,
Mossey Creek,
{ Cook's Creek,
Augusta.

Companion,
Good Hope.
Vacant.

Concrete,

Timber Ridge and Hall’s Church,

Tiokling Spring, Windy Cove,
Pleasant  Run, High Bridge,
Falling Spring, Oxford Roan
Oak, Jackson's River, Locust
Bottom, Sinks, Little Levels,
Tigers Valley, Little River,
Rocky Springs.

PRESBYTERY OF HANOVER.

Buffalo Creek,
Providence,

Bird, and

Fork of Pomunky.

North-Garden, Rich Cove,

Mountain Plains, and Dee Ess.

Cumberland,

Briery.

Peaks of Otter.

Hanover.

Henrico,
Vacant.

Cub Creek,

Rock Fish, Concord, Hat Creck,
Fauquier, Blucstone, Lancaster,
Head of Smith’s River.

PrESBYTERY OF ORANGE.

Grassy Creek, aud Nut Bush.
Buffalo, and Allamance.

Thyatira, and Third Creek,
Bethany, Concord, and

Fourth Creck,

Rocky River, and Poplar Tent,
Steel Creek,

Sandy River and Tomahawk.
Liutle River, E. and O. New Hope,

19

Collections.
1 50

41610

014 0

X~}
Lo

@ «1

£1819 3

214
312
112

cCo o ©
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Munisters,

Charles Cummins,
Hezekinh Balch,
John Cosson,
Samuel Doak,
Probationer.
Jawmes Balch.,

James Edmonds.
John Harris.
Joseph Alexander,
John Simpson,
Thomas Reese,

Thomas H. McCaule,

James Templeton.
Francis Cummins,
Robert Finley,
Robert Hall,
Robert Mecklin,
Probationers.
John Newton,
William C. Davis,
Robert McCulloch.

MINUTES OF THE

PRrisBYTERY OF ORANGE, Continued.

Congregations.
Vucant.

Center, Clear Creek, Casswell,
Chestnut Spring, Chegstat Spring,
Deep River, Goshen in Duplin,
Goshen in Lincoln, Golden Grove,
Hopewell, Upper & Lower Hico,
Upper and Lower Haw River,
Hawfield, Hunting Creck, Hol-
lows, Joppa, Jersey Settlement,
Knob Creck, Long Creek, Little
River, Little Britain, Mountain
Creck, Moore's Creek, Muddy
Creek, Providence, Pleasant Gar-
den, Quaker Meadows, Reed
Fork, Speedwell, Smyrna, Stony,
Bandy, aud Sugar Crock.

PRESBYTERY OF ABINGTON,

Sinking Spring.

Mount Bethel.

Providence.

Salem.

Vacant.

Providence.

Unity, Upper Holstein, Crab Or-
chard, Chestnut Ridge, Ebbing
Spring, Forks of Holstein, North
Fork, Valley Church, New-
Bethel, Nobs, Concord, Buffaloe,
Hopewell, New-Providence, Big
Pigeon, Little Pigeon, Boyd's
Neck, Little River.

PrESBYTERY OF SoUTH CAROLINA.

Bullock's Creek,
Fishing Creek.
Salem.
Jackson's Creck.

Bethel.

Waxhaw.

Saluda and Upper Long Cane.

Rocky River & Lower Long Cane.

acant.

Brush River, Indian Town, Wil
liamsburgh, Rocky Neck, Beaver
Creck, Cedar Creck, Catholic,
Bethesda, Shiloh, Hopewell, Na-
zareth, Pacolet, Fair Forest, Pu-
rity, Upper and Lower Union,
Indian Creek, Ebenezer, Little
River, Duncan’s Creck, Rocky
Creek, Ninety Six, Golden Grove,
23 Mile Creek, Fairfield, Beaver
Dam, Reedy Branch, Cuffee
Town, Unity, Providence, Sher-
ril's Creek, Bethsalem, Rich-
mond Church, Smyrna.

[1789.

Collections.



1790.] GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 21

PRrESBYTERY OF TRANSYLVANIA.

Ministers. Congregations. Collcctions.
David Rice. No returns of the name of the Con-
Thomas Craighead. gregations.
Adam Rankin.

Audrew McClure.
James Crawford.

Total Amount,  £176 7 10

Ministers, - . - - - . . . . 177
Probationers, - - - - - - - - 111
Congregations supplied with Ministers, - . . . . 215

Vacant Congregations, - - . - B . 204

N. B. The Congregations under the care of Transylvania Presbytery are not
iucluded.

B s

1790.

PHILADELPHIA, May 20th, 1790.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States
of America met, according to adjournment, in the First Presbyterian Church,
in the city of Philadelphia, and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator,
Dr. John Rodgers, from Acts xi. chap., 24th verse—¢ For he was a good
man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith : and much people was added
unto the Lord.”

Post preces, Ordered, That the commissions be delivered to the Clerk, who
is ordered to make a list of the commissioners, to be presented in the after-
noon.

Adjourned, to meet in the Second Presbyterian Church, at half-past three
o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

Half-past 8 o'clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met, according to adjournment, in the Second
Presbyterian Church; U. P. P., the Clerk delivered in the following list of
commissioners ; whose commissions being produced, they took their seats ac-
cordingly.

1. PRESBYTERY OF SUFFOLK—Ministers—None. [Elders—None.

2. PRESBYTERY OF DUTCHESS COUNTY—AMinisters—None. Elders—
None.

3. PRESBYTERY OF NEW YORK— Ministers—Dr. John Rodgers, Mr. Da-
vid Austin. Elders—Messrs. Richard Townly, James Carpenter, and Ben-
jamin Stymets,

4. PRESBYTERY OF NEW BRUNSWICK— Ministers—Mr. James F. Arm-
strong, and Mr. William Boyd. [Elders—Mr. Alexander Chambers, and
John Carle, Esq.

5. PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA— Ministers—Mr. William M. Tennent,
and Mr. Ashbel Green. Elder—Isaac Snowden, Esq.

6. PRESBYTERY OF NEW CABTLE— Ministers—Dr. Robert Smith, and Mr.
William Swith. El/der—Mr. William Brisban.

7. PRESBYTERY OF LEWES— Ministers—None.  Elders—None.

8. PRESBYTERY OF BALTIMORE— Ministers—Dr. Patrick Alison, and Mr.
James Muir. Elders—None.

9. PRESBYTERY OF CARLISLE— Ministers—Dr. Charles Nesbit, Mr. John
King, Mr. John Black, Mr. James Snodgrass. Elder—Mr. Samuel Eddy.



22 MINUTES OF THE [1790.

10. PRESBYTERY OF REDSTONE— Min/ister—Mr. James Power. Eldlers—
Noane.

11. PRESBYTERY OF LEXINGTON—Ministers—None. Eldcrs—None.

12. PrESBYTERY OF HANOVER— Ministers—Mr. John B. Smith, Mr.
Drury Lacy. Elders—None.

13. PRESBYTERY OF ORANGE—Ministers—None. Elders—Noue.

14. PRESBYTERY OF ABINGTON—Ministers—None. Elders—None.

N 15. PrRESBYTERY OF SoUTH CAROLINA— Ministers—None. LElders—
one.

16. PRESBYTERY OF TRANSYLVANIA—M/nisters—None. Eldcrs—None.

The General Assembly then proceeded to the election of a Moderator, and
Dr. Robert Smith was chosen ; and Messrs. John B. Smith and Ashbel Green
were chosen Clerks.

Ordered, That a committee, consisting of a member from each Presbytery
present, examine the commissions of the delegates to the Assembly ; and that
the committee be composed of the following persons, viz :—From the Presby-
tery of New York, Dr. Rodgers. From the Presbytery of New Brunswick,
Mr. Alexander Chambers. From the Presbytery of New Castle, Mr. William
Smith. From the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Mr. Isaac Snowden. From
the Presbytery of Carlisle, Mr. Eiddy. From the Presbytery of Baltimore,
Dr. Alison. From the Presbytery of Redstone, Mr. Power. From the Pres-
bytery of Hanover, Mr. Lacy.

Ordered, That this committee bring in their report to-morrow morning.

A Committee of Bills and Overtures, consisting of Mr. Tennent, Mr. Black,
Mr. Boyd, Mr. Carpenter, and Mr. Carle, was appointed, to meet to-morrow
morning, at 6 o'clock, in the Second Presbyteriaun Church in this city, and
afterwards on their own adjournments.

Ordered, That the several Synods make their reports to the Assembly to-
morrow morning, and at the same time produce the books containing their
minutes for examination.

The General Assembly, on inquiry, found that an order of the last year,
appointing that the several Synods enjoin it on all the Presbyteries to be par-
ticularly careful and attentive in sending their commissioners to this body, was
executed by the Synod of New York and New Jersey, and by the Syuod of
Philadelphia ; that the Synod of Virginia did not exccute said order, on ac-
count of its not having reached them. No members from the Synod of the
Carolinas beiog present, no inquiry could be made, nor information obtained,
from that quarter. But as thereis a visible and melancholy neglect in regard
to the subject of the said order, the Assembly do hereby renew it, and en-
join ou all the Synods to recommend it, in the most forcible manner, to the
Presbyteries, to endeavour to procure a full and punctual representation in
this body, as an invaluable privilege to themselves, and a measure intimately
connected with the prosperity and dignity of the Presbyterian Church.

On motion, Resolved, That Dr. Alison and Mr. Eddy be a committee to
examine the accounts of Isaac Snowden, Esq., Treasurer of the General As-
sembly, and report as soon as convenient.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock. Concluded with prayer.

May 21st, 1790, 9 o’clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met, agreeably to adjournment, U. P. P. S. . S.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

Mr. Nathan Ker, minister, and Mr. Reuben Hopkins, elder, commissioners
from the P’resbytery of New York ; Mr. John Hanna, minister, a colmission-
er from the Presbytery of New Brunswick; Mr. James Irwin, elder, a com-
missiouer from the Presbytery of Bultimore ; and Mr. Archibald Erwin, elder,
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a commissioner from the Presbytery of Carlisle, have now come ; and having
produced their commissions to the committee appointed to examine them, and
sustaived their reasons for not attending sooner, they took their seats in the
Assewbly.

The Synods not being prepared to make their reports at the present meet-
ing of the Assembly, by reason of some unforeseen difficulties, were directed
to be particularly careful to prepare and bring them forward at the next
meeting of this body. And it is recommended to the Synods of Virginiaand
the Carolinas, to send attested copies of their minutes, by their delegates to
the General Assembly, yearly, whenever they find it inconvenient to send
their books.

The committee appointed to examine the commissions of the delegates to
this Assembly reported, That they judge the whole of said commissions to be
satisfactory.

The committee appointed at the last meeting of the General Assembly, to
confer with delegates from ¢ the Associate Reformed and the Reformed Protes-
tant Dutch Synods,” were not prepared to report; but the Assembly having re-
ceived sufficient information that there is an adjourned meeting of the delegates
of the aforesaid convention, did renew their appointment of the last year, and
continue the persons there mentioned, as a committee for the purposes in-
tended by the convention.

Dr. Alison and Mr. King were appointed to examine the Synod-book of
the Synod of New York and New Jersey, to make report to-morrow morn-
ing: and Dr. Rodgers and Mr. Armstrong were appointed a committee to
examine the Synod-book of the Synod of Philadelphia, to report at the same
time.

Ordered, That Mr. Armstrong, Mr. Muir, Mr. Johu B. Smith, ministers,
and Mr. Hopkins, elder, be a committee to select such parts of the proceed-
ings of the Greneral Assembly as they may think proper, and that they have
five hundred copies published, and a suitable number forwarded to each Sy-
nod and Presbytery under the care of the General Assembly: and that they
be authorized to draw on the Treasurer for the amount of the expenses arising
from the execution of this order.

Agrecably to an order of the General Assembly, at their sessions of last year,
the Synod of New York and New Jersey recommended the Rev. Messrs. Na-
than Ker and Joshua Hart as missionaries to preach on the frontiers of our
country ; and for other purposes meutioned in the order referred to. The
Assembly approved of the nomination of the Synod of New York and New
Jersey, and agreed to appoint them as missionaries from this body. It ap-
peared to the General Assembly that the Synod of Philadelphia recommend-
ed the Rev. Dr. George Duffield, to fulfil the purposes of the mission before
mentioned, but that since his appointment he has been removed by death.
The Synod of Virginia, not having an account of the proceedings of the Gene-
ral Assembly, did not recommend missionaries, according to the order of the
Assembly, but substantially complied with the design of that mission, by an
arrangement of their own at their last meeting. Dr. Rodgers, Dr. Alison,
Mr. Ker, Mr. Hanna, and Mr. Chambers, were appointed a committee to pre-
pare certain directions necessary for the missionaries of the Assembly, in
fulfilling the design of their mission, and to specify the compensation that it
will be proper to make them for their services, and to make report to-mor-
row morning.

On motion, It was agreed that inquiry should be made of the respective
Presbyteries, whether they complied with the order of the Assembly, at their
last meeting, for raising contributions to support the missions: whereupon,
the Presbyteries of New York, New Brunswick, Philadelphia, New Castle,
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Carlisle, and Baltimore, severally reported, that they complied with the order
in question. The Presbyteries of Redstone and Hanover reported, that they
had not received any recommendation upon the subject, as the proceedings
of the last Assembly did not reach the Synod to which they belong.

Whereas, it appears that some of the congregations under the care of this
Assembly, though duly informed of the injunction made at our last sessions
respecting the raising of contributions for the support of missionaries to the
frontiers of the country, have not complied with the same; the Assembly
therefore thought proper to continue the above-mentioned order ; and do here-
by enjoin it on all the Presbyteries to give particular attention that every con-
gregation raise the specified contribution ; and that all the contributions be
sent forward, as soon as possible, to the Treasurer of the General Assembly.

The committece appointed to present the address of the General Assembly
to the President of the United States, reported, that they presented the
said address, agreeably to the order of last year, and received from the Presi-
dent the following answer, viz :

¢ To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church tn the United
States of America.

“ GENTLEMEN,—I received with great sensibility the testimonial given by
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of
Anwmerica, of the lively and unfeigned pleasure experieuced by them on my
appointment to the first office in the nation.

¢« Although it will be my endeavour to avoid being elated by the too
favourable opinion which your kindness for me may have induced you to
express of the importance of my former conduct, and the effect of my future
services ; yet, conscious of the disinterestedness of my motives, it is not
necessary for me to conceal the satisfaction I have felt upon finding that my
compliance with the call of my country, aud my dependence on the assistance
of heaven to support me in my arduous undertaking, have, so far as I can
learn, met the universal approbation of my countrymen. While I reiterate
the professions of my dependence upon heaven as the source of all publio
and private blessings, I will observe, that the general prevalence of piety,
philanthropy, honesty, industry, and economy, seems, in the ordinary course
of human affairs, particularly necessary for advancing and confirming the
happiness of our country. While all men within our territories are protected
in worshipping the Deity according to the dictates of their consciences, it is
rationally to be expected from them in return, that they will all be emulous
of evincing the sincerity of their professions by the innocence of their lives
and the benevolence of their actions. For no man who is profligate in his
morals, or a bad member of the civil community, can possibly be a true
Christian, or a credit to his own religious society.

I desire you toaccept my acknowledgments for your laudable endeavours
to render men sober, honest, and good citizens, and the obedient subjects of
a lawful government ; as well as for your prayers to Almighty God for his
blessings on our common country, and the humble instrument which he has
been pleased to make use of in the administration of its government.

“GEORGE WASHINGTON.”

The committe appointed to superintend the printing of the constitution, &e.,
were ordered to deliver in a report of their proceedings as soon as it can be
prepared.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 21st, 1790—38 o'clock, P. M.
The General Assembly met, agreeably to adjournment; U. P. P. §. Q.
Ordered, To read the minutes of the last session.

S.
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A letter was received and read from the Rev. David Rice, a member of
the Presbytery of Transylvania, written by order of that Presbytery, contain-
ing an account of the church under their care.

The General Assembly then proceeded to the choice of a Stated Clerk, in
the room of Dr. George Duffield, deceased, when the Rev. Ashbel Green was
elected into that office.

The following question was proposed by the Committee of Overtures, viz :
~ “Qught such persons to be re-baptized, as have been offered in baptism by
notoriously profligate parents, and baptized by ministers of the same descrip-
tion 7”7 On motion, ‘

Resolved, That the consideration of the above question be postponed till
to-morrow.

Ordered, That the incidental expenses of the Assembly be paid out of the
funds in the hands of the Treasurer.

The Synod of New York and New Jersey, having requested of the General
Assembly an explication of a clause in our book of discipline, in the chapter
of censures, section 15th ; the Assembly determined, that the article is in itself
plain and explicit; and that whenever it shall be thought proper, by any
church, to proceed to the sentence of the higher excommunication, and apply
to Presbytery for their concurrence, agreeably to our constitution, the Pres-
bytery certainly will not give any decision in the case, until the object of
censure be regularly cited to appear, that he may have an opportunity of
availing himself of the right of appeal.

Mr. Carle, a commissioner from the Presbytery of New Brunswick, obtained
leave of absence from the Assembly.

A representation was offered from the Presbytery of Baltimore to the
General Assembly, containing certain remarks, ¢ respecting alterations made
in the Confession of Faith,and the ratification of the said confession and form
of discipline and government, and also the amendment of the Larger Catechism,
with the subsequent adoption of the Larger and Shorter Catechisms;” con-
taining also certain resolutions on the subject, and requesting by their com-
missioners, that this representation should be entered on the minutes of the
Assembly, or recorded in an appendix. After some conversation on the
subject of this memorial or representation, it was ordered to lie on the table
for the inspection of the mewbers.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock.

Concluded with prayer.

May 22d, 1790—9 o’clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment; U P. P. S. Q. 8.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

Mr. John Pinkerton, a commissioner from the Presbytery of Philadelphia,
has now come, and having produced his commission to the committee ap-
pointed to examine commissions, and his reasons for not attending sooner
being sustained, he took his seat.

Oa motion, it was

Resolved, That the recommendation of the General Assembly of last year
to the different Presbyteries, to encourage an accurate impression of the
holy Scriptures, now making by Mr. Isaac Collins, of the state of New Jer-
sey, be continued ; and that it be recommended to every individual of this
Assembly to promote and encourage this business in the Presbytery to which
he belongs.

The Committee of Missions, appointed yesterday, brought in their report,
which was read and approved, and is as follows, viz :

% The Rev. Messrs. Nathan Ker and Joshua Hart were appointed mission-
4
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aries, on the frontier settlements of New York and Pennsylvania, to the west
branch of the Susquehanna, for at least three months, from an early day in
June; to preach the gospel, administer other ordinances, organize churches,
ordain elders, collect every useful information they can about the religious
state of those parts, and lay before the Assembly the result of their inquiries
respecting the most effectual means of establishing a gospel ministry among
the people ; together with the probable proportion of the different denomina-
tions, and the number of our vacancies, carefully distinguishing those who
are able and willing to support a minister from such as are of a different de-
scription. It was at the sawme time

¢« Ordered, That the Treasurer advance to the missionaries fifty dollars
each; and agreed, that they shall receive, for their services one hundred dol-
lars each, including what may be received by them on their tour and the sum
advanced before their departure, and of this they are to render an account at
their return.”

No other ministers haviog been recommended for the same employment,
likely to fulfil it, the Assembly renewed the order of the last year on this
subject to the Synods ; with an addition, to apply to the several Presbyteries
under their care, to nominate suitable persons, who may be sent among our
frontier vacancies as missionaries ; and to transmit their opinions, from time
to time, on the most promising methods of advancing the great end in view ;
and that Presbyteries be informed that collections have been received to assist
in defraying their necessary expenscs.

Dr. Sproat, of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, and Dr. Smith, of the Pres-
bytery of New Brunswick, being present and invited to sit as corresponding
members, took their seats accordingly.

The committee for examining the Treasurer’s accounts brought in their
report, which was read and approved, and is as follows, viz :

¢ The committee report, that they have examined the Treasurer's accounts,

which appear by sufficient vouchers to be fairly and properly kept; that there

remains in his hands, and due from him to the general fund, a balance of

fifty-two pounds, twelve shillings, and nine pence, paper money ; and one

pound, one shilling, and five pence, specie ; and that he has received, for the

urpose of supporting missions, eighty pounds, twelve shillings, and ten pence.
Vhich is submitted. PATRICK ALISON,

SamuEeL Ep1e.”

The minutes of the Synod of New York and New Jersey were revised, by
the committee appointed for the purpose, to page 17 ; and after a few amend-
ments made, were approved.

The minutes of the Synod of Philadelphia, not having been fully transcribed,
the committee appointed to examine them, could not make their expected re-

ort.
P The question proposed by the Committee of Overtures, respecting baptism,
was resumed, and after a very considerable and serious discussion of the
subject, it was agreed to postpone the decision of it till Monday.

Adjourned, till Monday merning, at 9 o’clock.  Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 24th, 1790—9 o'clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment; U. P. P. 8. Q. S.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

The question proposed by the Committee of Overtures, respecting baptism,
was resumed ; and after a full investigation of the subject, the following de-
termination was adopted, viz :

Resolved, That it is a principle of this Church, that the unworthiness of
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the ministers of the gospel does not invalidate the ordinances of religion dis-
pensed by them. It is also a principle, that as long as any denomination of
christians is acknowledged by us a church of Christ, we ought to hold the
ordinances dispensed by it as valid, notwithstanding the unworthiness of par-
ticular ministers. Yet inasmuch as no general rule can be made to embrace
all circumstances, there may be irregularities in particular administrations, by
men not yet divested of their office, either in this or in other churches, which
may render them null and void. But as these irregularities must often result
from circumstances and situations, that cannot be anticipated and pointed out
in the rule, they must be left to be judged of by the prudence and wisdom of
church sessions, and the higher judicatories to which they may be referred.
In such cases, it may be advisable to administer the ordinance of baptism in
a regular manner, where a profane exhibition of the ceremony may have
been attempted. These cases and circumstances, however, are to be inquired
into by the church sessions, and referred to a Presbytery, before a final
decision.

The representation from the Presbytery of Baltimore was attended to; and,
after some debate, the further consideration of it was deferred till the after-
noon.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

May 24th, 1790—3 o’clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment; U. P. P. 8. Q. S.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

An overture was made, proposing certain alterations in the present consti-
tution of the General Assembly, which, after a discussion of some length,
was rejected.

The representation of the Presbytery of Baltimore was again taken into
consideration ; and, after reading it once, a further attention to the subject
was postponed, till to-morrow morning.

It was agreed that the following postscript should be added to the circular
letter of last year, viz:

P. 8.—The General Assembly, finding that their letter which was pre-
pared last year has not been sufficiently circulated, and judging it to contain
matter of the highest importance,

Ordered, That it be reprinted, and a copy of it sent, not only to eyery
Synod and Presbytery, but to every individual minister in our connection ; at
the same time recommending it in the most earnest manner to their serious
attention.

Ordered, That Mr. Austin agree with some person to reprint two hundred
copies of the said circular letter with the postscript annexed, and distribute
these copies amongst the members under the jurisdiction of this Assembly.

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning.

Concluded with prayer.

May 25th, 1790—9 o’clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment; U. P. P. 8. Q. S.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

The consideration of the representation from the Presbytery of Baltimore
was resumed ; und having heard the commissioners from that Presbytery
fully upon the subject, on the question, Shall the prayer of that Presbytery
be granted to have the said representation entered into an appendix to our
minutes, or not? the votes were equal, and the Moderator gave the decisive
voice in the negative.

The following case from the session of Mount-Sion church, in Fayette county,
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Kentucky, was referred to the Assembly for counsel, viz : ¢ Respecting a mar-
ried man who left Ireland a number of years ago, leaving his family behind
him, with hopes of providing better for them in this country. He afterwards
returned to Ireland three sundry times, with an intention of bringing in his
family. But by no arguments could his wife be persuaded to come with him ;
and the last time peremptorily refused all farther cohabitation. He after-
wards returned, and remained in single life ten years in this country. He is
since married, and has children in second marriage: his wife and he are
desiring communion. The Assembly’s judgment is hercby humbly requested
how, or whether, such persons, or any of them, can be admitted to the com-
munion of the church.

From Mount-Sion Session, in Kentucky.

By appointment, Apam RaNKIN, Moderator.”
10¢h Aprid, 1790.

The consideration of this case was deferred till the afternoon.
Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

May 25th, 1790—38 o’clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment; U. P. P. 8. Q. 8.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

Mr. Austin reported that he fulfilled the commission which the Assembly
appointed him to execute, respecting the circular letter to Synods and Pres-
byteries. The expense of printing, which was three dollars, was directed to
be defrayed out of the general fund in the hands of the Treasurer.

The Assembly resumed the consideration of the case referred from the
Session of Mount-Sion, in Kentucky, for counsel; and after some time spent
in deliberation on the subject, were of opinion, that & man in circumstances
such as the case has stated, ought not to be admitted to the privileges of the
church. But, in order to give as much information as possible to the Session
of Mount-Sion, the Rev. Dr. Samuel 8. Smith was requested to prepare a
draught of a letter to that Session, stating the reasons on which the above
opinion is founded ; who, after some time, reported the following, which was
agreed to, viz :

“ The General Assemlbly to the Session of Mount-Sion Church.

On the subject of your application to this judicatory, relative to a man
who has married a second wife while his first is yet living, without having
obtained a legal divorce from her, the Assembly, from the view of the facts
as stated in the written application of the Session, have judged that this man
ought not to be admitted to the privileges of the church; because, although
wilful and obstinate desertion is a legal cause of divorce, yet it does not appear
that this man has actually been divorced from his wife; and it is improper
and dangerous to receive to church communion such persons as in the eye of
the civil law are living in vice. And although a good man may sometimes be
oppressed by power, and prevented from obtaining a divorce where sufficient
causes exist, yet it does not appear from your representation that he has
used the proper means to obtain a legal divorce, nor even to authenticate the
facts upon which he founds his application for the privileges of the church by
sufficient evidence from Ireland—the place in which they happened, and
where alone they can be substantiated; and it is contrary to all just rules of
proceeding to take any evidence or representation ex parte. But, the deci-
sion of the Assembly notwithstanding, if it shall appear that this man has
separated from his wife by her wilful and obstinate desertion, and that he
has taken all just means to obtain a divorce to which he was lawfully entitled,
but was prevented and oppressed by the power of antagonists or of unjust
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courts ; and if he shall moreover produce such evidence of these facts, from
the place in which they happened, as would entitle him to a divorce by the
laws of this land and of this church, then, in that case, it is the opinion of the
General Assembly that such man, behaving himself otherwise as a good
Christian, may be admitted to church privileges. But, in such case, it is
necessary that the most authentio evidence be required, and great caution
used, both that the proceedings of the church may not be inconsistent with
the civil law, and that a door be not opened to laxness, on this important
subject of morals.
Signed by order of the General Assembly,
RoBERT SMITH, Moderator.

Philadelphia, May 26k, 1790.”

The following resolution was moved, and unanimously agreed to, viz :

Whereas there existed, before the late Revolution, an annual convention of
the clergy of the Congregational Churches in New England, and of ministers
belonging to the Synod of New York and Philadelphia, which was interrupted
by the disorders occasioned by the war: this Assembly, being peculiarly
desirous to renew and strengthen every bond of union between brethren so
nearly agreed in doctrine and forms of worship as the members of the Con-
gregational and Presbyterian Churches evidently are, and remembering with
much satisfaction the mutual pleasure and advantage produced and received
by their former intercourse, did

Resolve, That the ministers of the Congregational Churches of New Eng-
land, be invited to renew their annual convention with the clergy of the Pres-
byterian Church. And the Assembly did, for this purpose, appoint the Rev.
Dr. Rodgers, of New York, and the Rev. Dr. McWhorter, of Newark, in
New Jersey, to be a committee, to take such measures for the obtaining of
the proposed object as they may judge to be most effectual ; and to report
their proceedings to the General Assembly, at their next meeting.

Ordered, That the Treasurer pay to Mr. Peter Leslie two pounds, for at-
tendance and other expeuses, during the present sessiona.

Adjourned, to meet in the Second Presbyterian church, in this city, on the
third Wednesday in May, 1791, at 11 o’clock, A. M.

Concluded with prayer.

e ea——

1791.

PHILADELPHIA, May 18¢h, 1791.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States
of America met, agreeably to adjournment, in the Second Presbyterian church,
in the city of Philadelphia, and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator,
Dr. Robert Smith, from Isaiah Ixii. 5, 6: “I have set watchmen on thy
walls, O Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace day nor night; ye
that make mention of the Lord, keep not silence; and give him no rest, till
he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.”

Post preces, '

Ordered, That the commissions be delivered to the Clerk, who is directed
to prepare a list of the commissioners, and to lay it before the Assembly this
afternoon.

Adjourned till 4 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

May 18th, 4 o'clock, P. M.
The General Assembly met, agreeably to adjournment; U. P. P. The
Clerk delivered in the following list of commissioners, taken from the com-
missions, which have been put into his hands for that purpose, viz:
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1. PRcsBYTERY OF LONG IsLAND—Ministers—Messrs. George Faitoute
and Joshua Hart. Elder—Mr. John Hulbert.

2. PRESBYTERY OF DuTcHESS— Ministers—Mr. John Davenport. Elders
—None.

3. PRESBYTERY OF NEW YORK—Ministers—Rev. Dr. Alexander
gioWhorter, Nathan Ker, and Jacob Van Artsdalen. Elder—Dr. Jonathan

weazy.

4. gnasnvrmr OF ALBANY— Minister—Mr. William Schenck. Elder—
Dr. Hunloke Woodruff.

5. PRESBYTERY OF NEW BRUNSWICK— Ministers—Mr. John Woodhull,
and Dr. Samuel 8. Smith. E/ders—Dr. Scott, and Nchemiah Dunham,
Esq.

g. PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA— Ministers—Messrs. Nathauniel Irwin,
Andrew Hunter, and James Boyd. [Elders—Maskel Ewing, Elijah Clark,
and Isaac Snowden, Esqs.

7. PRESBYTERY OF NEW CASTLE— Ministers—Dr. Robert Smith, Messrs.
John McCreary, and Thomas Read. Elders—Messrs. Robert Wallace, John
Fleming, and Naudain. .

8. PRESBYTERY OF LEwEs—Ainister—Mr. Jacob Ker. Elder—Mr.
James Polk.

9. PRESBYTERY OF BALTIMORE— Ministers—None. Elders—None.

10. PRESBYTERY OF CARLISLE— Ministers—Dr. Charles Nesbit, Messrs.
Cooper, Lang, Craighead, and Henderson. KElders—DMessrs. David Hoge,
and Benjamin Blythe.

11. PRESBYTERY OF REDSTONE— Ministers—Messrs. Finley, McMillan, and
Dunlap. Elders—None. ’

12. PrESBYTERY OF HANOVER—Ministers—Messrs. John B. Smith, and
John D. Blair. Elders—None.

13. PRESBYTERY OF LEXINGTON— Ministers—Messrs. Moses Hoge, and
William Graham. FElder—Mr. Archibald Alexander.

14. PrRESBYTERY oF ORANGE—Minister—Mr. James Hall. Elders—
None. ,

15. PRESBYTERY OF ABINGTON— Ministers—None. Elders—DNone.

16. PrESBYTERY OF SouTH CAROLINA—Mintster—Mr. Templeton.
Elders—None.

17. PRESBYTERY OF TRANSYLVANIA— Ministers—None. [Elders—None.

The General Assembly then proceeded to the election of their Moderator
and Clerks for the ensuing sessions; when the Rev. John Woodhull was
chosen Moderator, and the Rev. Messrs. John B. Smith and Andrew Hunter
were chosen Clerks.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last General Assembly be read.

Messrs. Faitoute, Smith, N. Ker, Snowden, Henderson, Blair, Hoge, Hall,
Polk, and Schenck, were appointed a committee to examine the commissions
of the members of the General Assembly, and to report to-morrow morning.

Messrs. McCreary, Hall, Graham, Henderson, Faitoute, Ewing, Craighead,
Blair, and Van Artsdalen, were appointed a Committee of Bills and Overtures,
to meet at this place to-morrow morning at 7 o’clock ; and afterwards on
their own adjournments.

Ordered, That the Synodical reports be brought in to-morrow morning at
10 o’clock.

The Rev. Ashbel Green being present, was invited to sit asa corresponding
member, and took his seat accordingly.

Adjourned, till to-morrow morning, at 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.
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May 19th,—9 o'clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment: P. P. S. Q. S.

Dr. McWhorter, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Boyd, Mr. Finley, Mr. Craighead,
Mr. Lang, and Mr. J. Ker, ministers; and Mr. Fleming, elder, appeared as
commissioners ; and their commissions being read and approved, they took
their seats.

Mr. Austin from the New York Presbytery, and Mr. Ely from the Asso-
ciate Congregational churches of Connecticut, being present, were invited to
8it as corresponding members.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

The Assembly having proceeded to business without attending sufficiently
to the order prescribed in the constitution respecting the commissions of the
members ; and haviog been led into that inattention by precedents in the
former sessions of the General Assembly, it was thought necessary to de-
clare, that the business ought not in future to be entered upon by the Assem-
bly, until the commissions delivered in to the Clerk shall have been publicly
read, according to the express letter of the constitution.

The committee appointed to examine the commissions of the members,
reported, that they have examined those commissions, and have found them
substantially according to form.

Dr. Robert Smith and Dr. McWhorter were appointed a committee to
examine the rules of the house; and to add to them, if they shall judge it
necessary, a rule directing the method in which a Moderator, after his
election, shall be introduced to his office, and report to-morrow morning.

The Synod of New York and New Jersey made their report, which is as
follows, viz :

“The Synod of New York and New Jersey report to the General Assem-
bly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, agreeably to
their direction, in a letter dated May 25th, A. D., 1789, that the Synod
consists of four Presbyteries, viz: Suffolk, Dutchess, New York, and New
Brunswick.

1. Suffolk Presbytery consists of twelve ministers, five of whom have pas-
toral charges, and seven have not charges. They have one licentiate, five
vacant congregations, each able to support a minister, as appears by their
report to the Synod, No. 1.

2. Dutchess Presbytery consists of six ministers, all of whom have pas-
toral charges. They have oue licentiate. One of their members has joined
the Anabaptists. They have four vacant congregations, able to support two
ministers, as appears by their report to Synod, No. 2.

8. New York Presbytery consists of twenty-seven ministers; twenty-four
of whom have pastoral charges, and three have not charges. They have
four licentiates. Oune member has been removed by death; one member
has been dismissed to join the Presbytery of Baltimore. They have eight
vacancies, each able to support a minister, and nine not yet able, as appears
by their report to Synod, No. 3.

4. New Brunswick Presbytery consists of fourteen ministers, thirteen of
whom have charges, and one has not. They have one licentiate. One
member has been removed by death. They have three vacancies, each able
to support a minister, and six not able, as appears by their report to the
Synod, No. 4.”

On hearing the above report, and observing that it takes no notice of the
Presbyteries of Albany and Long Island, which, from their local situation, it
was judged must fall within the bounds of the Synod of New York and New
Jerscy, and from which the Assembly have admitted delegates, an inquiry
was made in regard to this seeming irregularity, and the Assembly were
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informed, that the Presbyteries of Albany and Long Island were constituted
by the Synod of New York and New Jersey at their last sessions, after their
report to the General Assembly was prepared. Whereupon, the Assembly

Ordered, That the Synods be particularly careful that their reports be full
and explicit to the end of their sessions next preceding the meeting of that
Assembly to which they are to be made.

The Synod of Virginia did not bring in any report.

The Synod of the Carolinas made their report, which is as follows, viz :

¢ To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United
States of America, at the Session in May, 1791.

Rev. Fathers and Brethren,—The Synod of the Carolinas beg leave to
express their grateful sense of the care and attention of the General Assem-
bly in their address, dated 1789. It has given us no small degree of anxiety
that distance and other circumstances have rendered it so inconvenient for
our several Presbyteries to send up a more full and respectable representation
to our supreme judicatory. We have earnestly recommended this important
matter to our Presbyteries, and hope the time is coming when a regular and
stated attendance will be more convenicnt. In the meantime, in compliance
with your order, we have directed our Synod book to be prepared and sent
on, together with the following return of our Presbyteries, members, licen-
tiates, &c. See Nos. 1, 2.

Signed by order,

Hezex1am BavcH, Moderator.
Bethany, October 12th, 1790.” ¢

Tt appeared that the several Synods complied with the recommendation of
the General Assembly at their last sessions, to enjoin upon the Presbyteries
within their bounds, to be punctual in sending commissioners to represent
them in General Assembly.

Messrs. Cooper, Templeton, and Blair, were appointed a committee to
examine the minutes of the Synod of New York and New Jersey, and report
as soon as convenient.

Messrs. N. Ker, M. Hoge, and Alexander, were appointed a committee to
examine the minutes of the Synod of Philadelphia, and report as soon as
convenient.

Messrs. Chapman, Irwin, and Graham, were appointed a committee to
examine an attested copy of the minutes of the Synod of the Carolinas.

Messrs. J. Ker, Polk, and Clark, were appointed a committee to examine
the accounts of Mr. Isaac Snowden, Treasurer of the General Assembly, and
to make report as soon as convenient.

It appeared, on inquiry, that all the Presbyteries represented in the present
Assembly, have complied with the injunction of the General Assembly
respecting contributions for the support of missionaries to the frontiers, except
the Presbytery of Lewes, which had not sufficient and timely information
concerning said injunction.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

8 oclock, P. M.

The General Assembly met, aceording to adjournment: P. P. S. Q. S.

Mr. Joshua Hart, Mr. John McMillan, ministers; and Mr. Benjamin
Blythe, elder, appeared as commissioners, and their commissions being read
and approved, they took their seats. The Rev. Mr. Armstrong, of the Pres-
bytery of New Brunswick, being present, was invited to sit as a correspond-
ing member, and took his seat accordingly.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.
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Agrecably to the appointment of the General Assembly, last year, direct-
ing Dr. Rodgers and Dr. McWhorter to correspond with the Congregational
Churches in Connecticut, in order to renew and strengthen the bouds of union
between those churches and the Presbyterian Church in America, Dr.
McWhorter reports :

¢ That some progress has been made in opening a plan of correspoudence
with said churches. That three modes of correspondence are proposed for
consideration, viz: (1.) By letter, from a committee of this body with a com-
mittee of the General Association of Connecticut. (2.) By reviving a Con-
vention similar to that which subsisted between those bodies before the late
war. (3.) By sending delegates, reciprocally from each body, who shall sit
in their respective meetings, to answer the important purpose designed by this
correspondence.”

On motion, Resolved, That to carry into effect the proposed plan for a
correspondence with the Congregational Churches in New England, a com-
mittee, consisting of Dr. Witherspoon, Dr. Rodgers, Dr. McWhorter, Mr.
Chapman, Dr. Samuel 8. Smith, Mr. Tennent, and Mr. Austin, or any three
of them, be, and they are hereby, appointed, to meet at New Haven, on the
second Wednesday in September next, to consult with such ministers from -
the New England Churches as may be there present, on the subject in con-
templation, and to determine on such plan of correspondence and intercourse
as shall appear eligible. And that the prospect of accomplishing the desire
of the Geuneral Assembly in this appointment may be the more favourable,
Dr. McWhorter is hereby directed to write immediately to Dr. Timothy
Dwight, of Connecticut, and inform him of this measure; requesting him, at
the same time, to lay it before the General Association of Connecticut, that
they may be prepared to meet at the time above mentioned, and do what they
may thiok expedient in this concern.

Ordered, That Messrs. N. Ker, John Smith, and Ashbel Green, ministers;
and Mr. Isaac Snowden, elder, be a comumittee to select such parts of the pro-
ceedings of the General Assembly as they may think proper; and that thelyl
bave fifteen hundred copies printed, and a suitable number forwarded to eac
Synod and Presbytery under the care of the General Assembly; and that
they be authorized to draw on the treasury for the amount of the expenses
arising from the execution of this order. It was also

Ordered, That the same committee prepare and report to this house, as
soon as possible, an address to the churches under their care.

The committee appointed last year to superintend the printing and dispers-
ing of the Confession of Faith and Constitution of this Church, reported,

That by the death of Dr. Duffield, one of the members of said eommittee,
and who had the management of the business principally in his hands, they
have been much embarrassed in their eundeavours to settle it; that it is not
yet brought to a close ; and that, in their opinion, it would contribute to an
accurate and final settlement if the General Assembly would direct the Pres-
byteries present, to give such information, in regard to the number of tho
books which they have severally received, as may be in their power.

Whereupon, Ordered, That such information be now given; which was
accordingly done, and the committee directed to make, if possible, a final
report to the General Assembly of next year.

Ordered, That the incidental charges arising at the present sessions of the
General Assembly be paid out of their treasury. .

Adjourned till 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning. Concluded with prayer.

May 20th, 9 o'clock, A. M.
The Genera] Assembly met, according to adjournment; P. P. S. @. S.
5
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Mr. John Davenport, minister, from the Presbytery of Dutchess, Mr. John
Hulbert, elder, from the Presbytery of Long Islaad, and Mr. Samuel Tyler,
from the Presbytery of New York, appeared as commissioners, and their
commissions being read and approved, they took their seats.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

The committee appointed to examine the rules of the house, and to add to
them, if they should judge it necessary, a rule, directing the method in
which a Moderator, after his election, shall be introduced to his office, made
their report ; which was agreed to, and is as follows:

“ Your committee report that when a new Moderator hath been elected,
before he take the chair, the former Moderator shall address him and the
house, in the following or like manner, viz :

¢ Sir,—It is my duty to inform you, and announce to this house, that you
are duly elected to the office of Moderator in this General Assembly. For
your direction in office, and for the direction of this Assembly in all your
deliberations, before I leave this seat, I am to read to you and this house the
rules contained in the records of this Assewbly, which I doubt not will be
carcfully observed by both, in conducting the business that may come before

ou.

d [Here the Moderator is to read the rules, and afterwards add]

© % Now, having read these rules, according to order, for your instruction as
Moderator, and for the direction of all the members in the management of
business, praying that Almighty God may direct and bless all the deliberations
of this Assembly for the glory of his name, and for the edification and com-
fort of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, I resign my place and
office as Moderator.”

Ordcred, That the Stated Clerk extract from the records of this house a
fair copy of the rules for conducting the business thereof, and at every stated
meeting have it exposed in a public part of the house that all the members
may have access to it for their information.

The Synod of Philadelphia made no report. But a member of that Synod
stated to the house, that repeated and pressing applications had been made by
the Synod to their several Presbyteries, to attend the sessions of Synod, and
make their reports; but that they have never yet been able to obtain a repre-
sentation from all their Presbyteries, nor reports from them, so as to enable
the Synod to make their report to this Assembly. Whereupon, the General
Assembly declared, that though the Synod might have endeavoured to obtain
a full report from its Presbyteries, yet the Synod was culpable in not making
their report as far as it could have been done; and in not stating, as a body, -
to this Assembly the difficultics which prevented them from being more fulland
explicit. The General Assembly, therefore, exhort the Synod of Philadel-
gola to endeavour to bring in an accurate report at the next meeting of this

dy. And they, moreover, express their grief and dlsapprobatnon at the
conduct of the Presbyteries, in not bringing forward to this Assembly dupli-
cates of their reports to their Synod, agreeably to a known order; and the
Assembly does hereby entreat those Presbyteries to prevent the necessity of
particular rebuke by a more orderly conduct.

The missionaries appointed by the lust General Assembly to visit the fron-
tiers, proceeded some length in giving in their report, the consideration of
which was deferred till the afternoon.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P’. M. Concluded with prayer.

Three o'clock, P. M.
The General Assembly met according to adjournment; P. P. S. Q. 8.
The Rev. Thomas Read appeared in this Geuneral Assembly, and request-
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ed to be admitted as a member duly commissioned from the Presbytery of
New Castle, to represent said Presbytery, as a substitute, in the room of the
Rev. Thomas Swith, in case he could not attend. T'he said Mr. Smith by
reason of sickness could not attend. The written commission of the afore-
said Mr. Read was not produced by him, as he expected the clerk of the said
Presbytery was in this city to furnish him with his commission in due form ;
but the clerk was gone from this city before this matter came befdre the
house. Dr. R. Smith and Mr. McCreary were produced as witnesses to

rove the above facts. They did solemnly testify that Mr. Read was formal-
y appointed and commissioned by the said Presbytery. The question being
then moved and put: Whether Mr. Read should be admitted as a member of
this Assembly or not, upon the testimony of the witnesses before them ? the
vote being tuken, it was carried, by a great majority, that the said Mr. Read
should be admitted, and he was admitted accordingly. In like manner, Mr.
Elias Naudain, an elder, commissioned by the above Presbytery as a substi-
tute, whose written commission was not produced for similar reasons, but in
regard to whom it was testiied by Mr. Read and Dr. Smith, that he was duly
appointed and commissioned, requested to be admitted to a seat in the As-
sembly : and the question being put, Whether, upon the testimony of these
witnesses, the said elder should be admitted as a member or not ? it was car-
ried, by a great majority, that he should be admitted, and he was accordingly
admitted as a member.

Dr. Ewing, being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member,
and he took his seat accordingly.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

The Rev. Joseph Clark obtained leave of absence from the future sessions
of this Assembly.

Mr. Daniel Jones, a member of the Presbytery of Carlisle, being present,
was invited to sit as a corresponding member, and he took his seat accord-
ingly.

The Assembly resumed the hearing of the report of their missionaries.
The General Assembly last year having recommended to the several Synods
to nominate missionaries, for the purpose expressed in their minutes upon the
subject of missions, to the settlements on the frontiers, on inquiry it was
found : That the Synod of New York and New Jersey did nominate Dr.
McWhorter and Mr. Aaron Condict, a probationer under the care of New
York Presbytery, as proper persons to be employed as missionaries by the
Assembly: That the Synod of Philadelphia recommnended to the Presby-
teries under their care to nominate missionaries to the present Assembly, and
that, in consequence of this, the Presbytery of Philadelphia did nominate the
Rev. James Boyd and Mr. Robert Cathcart, a probationer under their care,
as proper persons to be employed as missionaries by the Assembly : That
the Synod of Virginia had not complied with the said recommendation, but
had adopted measures suited to their local situation, to carry into effect the
design of the Assemblyin the appointment of missionaries, though not exactly
in the order prescribed in the minutes of this body; which measures, having
been stated in a narrative of the proceedings of the Synod by one of its mem-
bers, the Assembly were well pleased with them, considered them as useful
to the Church, and heartily approved of the zeal and diligence manifested
by that body in carrying those measures into effect. They did, moreover,
earnestly recommend to the said Synod to persevere in carrying on those mea-
sures, which it appears that they have heretofore adopted with so much suc-
cess. It appeared that the Synod of the Carolinas did not comply with the
said recommendation, for the want of due information on the subject, but had
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also taken some pains to supply the extensive frontier of their country with
the preaching of the gospel.

It was suggested to the General Assembly by a member, that Mr. N. Ker,
one of the missionaries recommended last year by the Synod of New York
and New Jersey, had lost a horse in that service ; who also proposed that he
should receive some compensation for his loss. On motion, the matter was
referred to Mr. Irwin, Mr. McCreary, and Mr. Clark, who were directed to
examine into that matter, and report to this house as soon as possible.

Mr. Green presented an account from Robert Aitkin of 4/, 13s. 4d., for a
book to contain the minutes of the General Assembly, which had been paid
by him.  Whereupon,

Ordered, That the Treasurer reimburse the amount of said account to Mr.
Green.

Messrs. Craighead, Van Artsdalen, and Polk, were appointed a committee
to consider what compensation shall be allowed to the Stated Clerk of this
Assembly for his services, and to make report to-morrow morning.

Adjourned, till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Concluded with prayer.

May 21st, 9 o'clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment; P. P. 8. Q. S.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

Mr. Craighead, an elder from the Presbytery of Hauover, obtained leave
of absence duriog the future sessions of this Assembly.

The committee appointed to examine the Treasurer’s accounts, reported,
that they have executed that duty,and that they find that he has sold ninety-
four copies of the Confession of Faith for 21/ 13s. 6d., and has received
sundry collections, amounting to 70/. 11s. 9d. That there is a balance of
521. 12s. 9d., Pennsylvania currency, and 118!. 7s., specie, in his hands.

The committee appointed to examine the minutes of the Synod of New
York and New Jersey, made their report, which was agreed to, and the book
was approved to the bottom of the 26th page.

The committee appointed to examine the minutes of the Philadelphia
Synod, made their report, the consideration of which was postponed.

Dr. Witherspoon, being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding mem-
ber, and he took his seat accordingly.

It was moved, that the General Assembly take into consideration the pecu-
liar circumstances of the state of the Synod of the Carolinas on the subjcet
of sending missionaries to those places destitute of the gospel, and make such
allowauce in favour of that Synod, as the Assembly, in their wisdom, may
think most convenient ; the consideration of which was deferred.

The committee appointed to examine the minutes of the Syunod of the
Carolinas, made their report, and the book was approved to the end of the
sessions in October, 1790.

The committee appointed to determine what compensation should be made
to the Stated Clerk for his services, reported, that upon consideration they
.were of opinion, that this Assembly onught to allow their Stated Clerk, for his
services in transcribing the minutes of the Assembly for the years 1789 and
1790, and also for the minutes of the present sessions, the sum of 4/ 10s.
Which report was accepted, and the Treasurer was ordered to pay to the
Stated Clerk the sum which is therein mentioned.

The committee appointed to consider what compensation should be made
to Mr. Nathan Ker, a missionary from the last General Assembly, for a
horse said to be lost by him, in consequence of his missions, reported, that,
upon inquiry, they had found that a fatal disorder prevailed among the horses
in the country through which the missionary passed; that the symptoms of
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that disorder appeared in the missionary’s horse upon his return, and that,
in about ten days after his return, the horse died. On the whole, your com-
mittee are of opinion, that the horse was lost in consequence of the mission,
and that Mr. Ker should be allowed the sum of fifty dollars, out of the fund
appropriated for the support of missions, in consideration of said loss.

Which report was agreed to, and the Treasurer was accordingly ordered
to pay to Mr. Ker the above sum of fifty dollars.

The Committee of Bills and Overtures tendered to the General Assembly
the following overture, viz:

¢ A Presbytery having proceeded for some time in the trials of a candidate
for the gospel ministry, stops his trials, and he, being also otherwise laid under
censure by their direction and under their cognizance, sometime after-
wards, without acquittal or recommendation from the Presbytery which had
stopped his trials, applies to another Presbytery, from which he obtains
licensure to preach. He then applies to a third Presbytery, or others apply
for him, for liberty to preach and settle in their bounds. Quere—Qught that
third Presbytery to receive him as a regular licentiate, and permit him to
preach in their bounds, or any of their vacancies to prosecute a call for him,
before he shall have produced an acquittance and recommendation from the
Presbytery that had put a stop to his trials, and under whose cognizance he
was otherwise censured 7

After mature consideration of the said question, the General Assembly
determine that it is fully answered by the existing rules of this body.

The consideration of the report of the committee appointed to examine the
;ninute§ of the Synod of Philadelphia was resumed. The report is as fol-
ows, viz :

¢ Your committee observe, in page 24th, that although the Synod were in-
formed, by the Presbytery of New Castle, that a certain Mr. Hindman had
put himself under the care of the Presbytery of Donegal for trials, and after-
wards, without certificate or dismission, offered himself to, and was received
upon trials by, the Presbytery of Lewes; and though in page 34th the
Presbytery of New Castle represent—that the said gentleman had been laid
under censure by the Presbytery of Donegal, that they had no authentic
proof that it was taken off, and that this gentleman had obtained license in
opposition to a rule of the Synod of New York and Philadelphia, in their
minutes of 1764, pages 79 and 80; yet the Synod recommended it to the
Presbytery of New Castle to receive and treat this gentleman as a regular
candidate without any decision upon the matters referred to them.”

Dr. 8. 8. Smith, being present, was invited to sit as a corresponding mem-
ber, and took his seat accordingly.

Adjourned till Monday at 9 o’clock, A. M. Concluded with prayer.

Monday, May 23d, 9 o'clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment; P. P. S. Q. S.

The Rev. Dr. John Witherspoon, of the Presbytery of New Brunswick,
and the Rev. James Dunlap, of the Presbytery of Redstone, appeared as
commissioners, and their commissions being read and approved, they took
their seats.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

Ou reading the minutes of Saturday, respecting the report of the commit-
tee for examining the minutes of the Synod of Philadelphia, the Assembly

Resolved, That the Synod be informed, that the Assembly disapprove of
the proceedings as represented in their records, in recommending a candidate
to be received as in full standing before they had given a decision upon the
allegations against him.
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Mr. Irwin dissented from the above resolution, and begged leave to bring
in his reasons and have them disposed of according to the rules of the house,
which was granted.

And Dr. Witherspoon and Dr. Nesbit were appointed a committee to an-
swer the said reasons.

The General Assembly taking into consideration the distance of the seat
of the Carolinas from the seat of the General Assembly, and especially the
peculiar state of the currency of North Carolina,

On motion, Resolved, That the Synod of the Carolinas be allowed so to
manage the matter of sending missionaries to places destitute of the gospel,
and its ordinances as may appear to that Synod most conducive to the inte-
rest of religion in their bounds; provided, that the above Synod send annu.
ally to this Assembly a particular account of their proceedings on the above
subject, with a regular statement of the money that may be collected and dis-
bursed for the support of the above missionaries.

On motion, Resolved, That Dr. Witherspoon, Dr. McWhorter, Mr. Gra-
ham, Mr. Green, Mr. Hall, and Mr. Templeton, be a committee to devise
measures for the collecting of materials necessary for a history of the Pres.
byterian Church in North America, and that they report the same to this
house, as soon as possible.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

8 o'clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment ; £ P. S. Q. S.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

A case was referred to the General Assembly for counsel, from the Pres-
bytery of New Castle, which is as follows, viz:

“ At a meeting of the Presbytery of New Castle, in Wilmington, upon the
first Tuesday of January, 1791, and continued by adjournments, the Rev.
James McCoy, of Morris county Presbytery, with a commissioner from
Queen Ann’s congregation, applied to be received as a member of this Presby-
tery. As Mr. McCoy had been under trials for licensure in the Presbytery
of New York, and was licensed and ordained by the Presbytery of Morris,
this Presbytery agreed not to receive him as a member, until his case be laid
before the General Assembly at their next stated meeting.”

The General Assembly, upon considering this ease, determined, That nei-
ther the Presbytery of New Castle, nor any other Presbytery, ought to
receive Mr. McCoy into their connection, until he shall have produced a cer-
tificate from the Presbytery of New York of his having given them the satis-
faction which his case requires.

On motion, Resolved, That Messrs. N. Ker, Irwin, Smith, Graham, Blair,
Sweezy, Woodruff, and Alexaunder, be a committee to prepare and report to
this house, as soon as possible, & plan to raise a permanent fund for the sup-
port of missionaries, and other purposes of the General Assembly.

The committee appointed to confer with delegates from the Associate Re-
formed and Reformed Protestant Dutch Synods, were ordered to make their
report to the General Assembly in May, 1792,

Adjourned till to-morrow, 9 o’clock, A. M. Concluded with prayer.

: Tuesday, May 24th, 9 o’clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment; P. P. S. Q. S,
except Messrs. Smith, Chapman, and Tyler, who obtained .leave of absence
during the future sessions of this Assembly.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

The committee appointed to devise measures for the collecting of materials
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necessary for the history of the Presbyterian Church in America, made their
report, as follows, viz :

They approve of the design of collecting materials for a history of the
Presbyterian Church; that they have little more to lay before the house
except what is contained in the following overture, viz :

¢ The object is to procure materials for a complete history of the Presby-
terian Church in the United States from the beginning. For this purpose the
following information will be necessary, viz :—Who were the first ministers
in America? from whence they came; the internal and relative state of the
churches, where they fixed themselves, and when ; the situation of things, so
far as it affected the formation and establishment of a Presbyterian church ;
extracts from royal instructions to Governors in the colonies, relating to
ecclesiastical matters; laws of the colonies affecting religious liberty; ac-
counts of prosecutions in consequence of those laws ; when each Presbyterian
congregation in the United States was first formed, and its particular history
from that period to the present time; what congregations have existed which
are now extinct, the causes of their extinction; when Presbyteries were
first formed in the United States, when Synods, when the General Assembly.
If the General Assembly should enjoin upon each of their members to fur-
nish, as particularly as may be, the history of his own church, it is probable
that materials may be collected without much difficulty. The sooner it is
done the better, as time, accident, and the death of ancient people, will daily
destroy some sources of information. The materials might be brought to the
next meetiog of the General Assembly, and deposited with their Clerk.”

Your committee would further subjoin, that the old records of Presbyteries
and Synods should, as far as possible, be examined, and that Mr. Hazard
should be applied to for leave to inspect his collection of state papers.

Which report was considered and agreed to.

And, upon motion, it was

Resolved, That it be enjoined upon each Presbytery, strictly to order their
members to procure all the materials for forming a history of the Presbyterian
Church in this country in the power of each member, and bring in the same
to their Presbytery; and that the Presbyteries forward the said collection of
materials to the next General Assembly. Aund that both Presbyteries and
members be careful to conform therselves to the directions contained in a
minute, printed in the extracts from the records of this house, on this subject.

On motion, Resolved, That in case of an appeal or complaint entered in an
inferior judicatory to a superior, if the appellant or appellants do pot appear
at the first meeting of the superior judicatory, protest may be admitted, at
the instance of the respondents, at the last session of such meeting, that the
npp«aal1 is fullen from, and the sentence so appealed from shall be considered
as final.

The Rev. William Smith, of the New Castle Presbytery, being present,
was invited to sit as a corresponding member, and he took his seat accord-
ingly. .

On motion, agreed, That it be a standing rule of the General Assembly, in
choosing a Moderator, that any commissioner may nominate a candidate for
the chair. The candidates so pointed out shall then, severally, give their
votes for some one of their number and withdraw ; when the remaining com-
missioners shall proceed, viva wvoce, to choose, by a plurality of voices, one
of the said candidates for Moderator.

On motion, unanimously agreed, That the minutes of the Synod of the
Carolinas be recommitted to the committee appointed to examine the said
minutes, as their report was given in under an expectation that the minutes
relating to the subject of a complaint and appe:l, by Abington Presbytery,
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would be read in the Assembly; which, because the complainants were not
present, was judged to be inadmissible.  Also, that Dr. Witherspoon be added
to said committee; and that they make report of their revision as soon as

ssible. .
poMr. Irwin, Mr. Joseph Clark, and Gilbert Snowden, werc appointed a com-
mittee to wait upon the Trustees of New Jersey College, at their next meeting,
in behalf of this General Assembly, to inquire into the state of the fund appro-
priated to the education of poor and pious youth, which was deposited in the
treasury of that College by the Synod of New York and Philadelphia.

The committee appointed to devise a method to raise a permanent fund for
the support of missionaries, and for the other purposes of the General Assem-
bly, made the following report, which was approved and adopted by the Assem-
bly, viz:

% The Committee of Finance beg leave to report, that, in the opinion of
your committee, the common expenses of the General Assembly, and of sup-
porting its missionaries, ought to be made a common burden, and equalized
as far ag possible. That, for this purpose, a general aud permanent arrange-
ment ought to be made on this subject; they, therefore, subwit the following
resolutions, viz:

Resolved, 1. That it be enjoined on the several Presbyteries subordinate
to this Assembly, that they take effectual measures to collect money annually
from all the churches under their jurisdiction, and to forward the same yearly
to the Treasurer of the General Assembly, with the name and state of the
churches settled and vacant, and the sum received from each.

2. That the several Synods use their endeavours to promote this collection ;
and that, for this purpose, they annually call the Presbyteries of which they
are composed to account, and inquire into their diligence herein. The Pres-
byteries shall do the like with respect to their members, as often as occasion
may require, .

8. That the moneys so collected shall be placed in one fund, and appropri.
ated to defraying the incidental expenses of the General Assembly, and the
expenses of the commissioners, at a reasonable allowance to each, according
to the distance from which he comes; provided that the sum allowed to each
commissioner shall not exceed one dollar for every forty miles, in coming to
and returning from the Assembly, and half a dollar per day for his expenses
during the time he shall attend his duty in the Assembly.

And whereas, this Assembly has it much at heart tosupply with the means
of eternal life the multitudes who are ready to perish on the frontiers of the
United States, and have already adopted temporary expedients for that pur-
pose, and as the demand is likely to be permanent,and should be supplied by
permanent funds, therefore,

Resolved, 4. That the Synods of Virginia and of the Carolinas continue
to prosecute the plans for this purpose, which they have formed, or may
form, under the direction and allowance of the General Assembly, and
account annually for their conduct, and report their success in this business.

5. That the Presbyteries composing the Synod of New York and New
Jersey, and that of Philadelphia, use their best endeavours to forward, yearly,
to the general Treasurer, a collection from each of their churches settled
and vacant, with an account of the sums received from each, and that those
Syneds be enjoined to see that the said Presbyteries do their duty in respect
to this collection. The fund thence arising to be applied to the support of
missionaries to preach the gospel, organize churches, and administer ordi-
nances, on the frontier parts of the United States, and to no other purpose
whatever, save that each fund shall be equally charged with the expense of
the printing done by order of the General Assembly.
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6. This Assembly, presuming on the concurrence of their successors, do
resolve, lastly, that there shall be printed annually, or as often as shall be
thought expedient, a statement of the receipts and expeunditures arising from
said collections, in which shall be detailed all the churches settled and vacant,
the sum (if any) received from each, for what purpose received, and how
applied. And that each Presbytery shall be furnished with at least as many
copies a8 there are churches subordinate thereto, to be transmitted to the
churches for their information and satisfaction.”

The following overture was made to the General Assembly, viz: “ We
the subscribers are sorry that we feel ourselves constrained to believe it to
be our dut;gI to table a complaint to the Geueral Assembly, against the Pres-
bytery of New Castle, and two of its members in particular, and one of the
members of the Presbytery of Philadelphia. We are very sensible that the
Synod of Philadelphia was the proper place to have preferred this complaint;
but to us it was impracticable, because it was our duty to attend our own
Synod about the time that the Synod of Philadelphia sat. The grounds of
our uneasiness are these : The said Presbytery gave testimonials in due form
to a certain Mr. Munro; the said Munro was a man of uncommon infamy.
He had been charged before the Presbytery of New Castle with erimes which
decency forbids to mention, and had been convicted and suspended from his
ministry. Afterward he was restored, and sent with the usual Presbyterial
certificate, to labour in the bounds of the Presbytery of New York. This
certificate was accompanied with recommendatory letters from Dr. Robert
Swmith, Mr. Mitchel, and Mr. Peppard. Neither certificate nor letters inti-
mated the least hint of this man &% scandalous. We apprehend such mea-
sures calculated to impose infamous men upon Presbyteries and people where
they are not known, and to destroy all confidence in testimonials and recom-
meundatory letters. With these measures we are aggrieved, and complain to
this reverend body. ALEXANDER McW HORTER,

Naraan Kkr.
Philadelphia, May 24th, 1791.”

Whereupon it was suggested, that this business cannot regularly be taken
up by this house ; but the members of the Presbytery of New Castle who
were present, professing themselves ready to enter on their defence, the
Assembly agreed to consider the complaint, so far only as respects the Pres-
bytery of New Castle, and Dr. Robert Smith, one of the individuals. And
after some time spent thereon, the consideration of it was postponed till the
afternoon.

Adjourned, till 8 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

8 o'clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment; P. P. S. Q. S.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

On motion,

Resolved, That the recommendations of the General Assembly of the
years 1789 and 1790, to encourage an accurate impression of the holy
Secriptures, making by Mr. Isaac Collins, of the state of New Jersey, be con-
tinued ; and that it be particularly recommended to every Presbytery, and
every individual of this Assembly, to make returns of all subscriptions for
this purpose ; and that they be particular to signify what number of sub-
scribers may wish to have Ostervald’s Notes printed with the Bible; remem-
bering that these notes cannot be printed, consistently with the views of the
subscribers among other denominations, otherwise than at the end of the

6
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impression. It is also recommended that these returns be made as speedily
as possible to Isaac Snowden, kKsq., at Philadelphia, Treasurer of the General
Assembly; as the impression is nearly finished, and the printer will not be
able to proceed to binding until he is informed what number of impressions
of Ostervald’s Notes may be wanted, especially as these notes must be an
additional expense. The subscribers of our denomination alone being de-
sirous to have these notes, the priuter has agreed to make 500 impressions at
3s. 9d., or 1000 at 2s. 6d., each.

The Assembly resumed the consideration of the complaint exhibited against
the Presbytery of New Castle, and some individual members of this body.
Whereupon,

Resolved, That on the investigation of the subject which gave foundation
to the complaint, there appears to have been some matter of grievance on the
part of the complainants; yet, all things considered, the General Assembly
do find, that there is not sufficient evidence before them to ceusure either the
Presbytery of New Castle, or the individuals referred to in said complaint.
But, nevertheless,

Resolved, 2dly. That no judicatory or private member shall certify any
E(-rson’s character as good, for a space of time, without mentioning whether
e has been under process of scandal during that time, and the issue of it.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock, A. M.

Concluded with prayer.

May 25th, 9 o'clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met according®to adjournment; P. P. 8. Q. §.;
except Dr. Witherspoon, who obtained leave of absence during the future ses-
sions of this Assembly; in whose room Dr. Samuel S. Smith was admitted,
according to the appointment of the Presbytery of New Brunswick.

Dr. Moses Scot, a ruling elder from the Presbytery of New Brunswick, ap-
peared as a commissioner, and his commission being read and approved, he
took his seat accordingly.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

Upon motion it was agreed, That, whereas this Assembly, copying the ex-
ample of their predecessors, have admitted several ministers, who are not
commissioners, to join in their deliberations and conclusions, but not to vote
on any question ; and although this Assembly has been much indebted to the
wise counsels and friendly assistance of these corresponding ministers, never-
theless, on mature deliberation, it was

Resolved, As the opinion of this house;

1. That no delegated body has a right to transfer its powers, or any part
thereof, unless express provision is in its constitution.

2. That this Assembly is a delegated body, and no such provision is in its
coustitution.

3. Although such admission has hitherto produced no bad consequences, it
may, nevertheless, at some future day, be applied to party purposes, and cause
embarrassment and delay : wherefore,

Resolved, 4. Lastly, that the practice of this Assembly, in this case, ought
not to be used as a precedent in future.

The report of the committee on the minutes of the Synod of the Carolinas
was brought in and approved, and is as follows, viz :

“The committee to whom the records of the Synod of the Carolinas were
recommuitted, beg leave to report : That your committee find that a judg-
went of the Session of Salem was confirmed by the Presbytery of Abingdon,
and brought, by appeal, before the Synod of the Carolinas, who remitted the
cause to a a select Session. 'The sentence of this Session, which appears to
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your committee to have been irregular, was affirmed by the Synod of the
Carolinas, at their sessions in October, 1790. At the same sessions, how-
ever, they resumed the cause, and rescinded the decision made by the Synod
two days before. Here your committee conceive that the Synod did right, as
to matter, but were wrong in point of form; for it does not appear from the
minutes that there was more than merely a majority of the members of the
Synod for resuming the cause. The Synod next proceeded to consider the ap-

eal, but before they came to a decision a meeting was held by the members of
Abingdon Presbytery, then attending on Synod, at which meeting they profess-
ed to reverse the former sentence of that Presbytery, and reported the same to
Synod, i order to preclude the farther procecdings. Here your committee ob-
serve that, in their opinion, the Presbytery had no right to call back the
cause, after sentence by them past, and an appeal from it carried up to the
superior court. The Synod having agreed that they had a right to proceed,
notwithstanding this information, did accordingly proceed, and in a regular
way, as your committee conceive, reversed the sentence of the Session of
Salem, and declared the appellant restored to the privileges of the church.
Upon the whole your committee conceive that the proceedings of that Synod
should be sustained, in point of order, by the General Assembly, and their
decision confirmed. In that instance in which their proceedings seem to be
most contrary to regular discipline, and which is particularly pointed at in
the reasous of protest by the members of Abingdon Presbytery, we mean re-
suming a case during the same session after a decision first had upon it, your
committee judge that the first decision was made in a way that was entirely
informal, and therefore they had a'right to resume the cause and issue it in
an orderly and constitutional way ; which they have accordingly done; though
your committee conceive that this reason should have been assigned on their
minutes. All which is submitted : NATHANIEL IRWIN,

SamukL S. SMiITH,
. WILLIAM GRAHAM.”

On motion, agreed, That the missionaries appointed by the Assembly, as
well as Mr. Smith and Mr. Graham, on the part of the Synod of Virginia,
bring in a written account of the missions, with the success of them, to be
printed with the extracts from the minutes of this Assembly.

On motion, it was agreed, That the eighth geueral rule for conducting the
business of the General Assembly be so amended as to read thus: « Whena
question 18 under debate, no motion shall be received unless to amend it, to
postpone it, for the previous question, or to adjourn.”

The following question was brought in and read, viz: If any congregation
under the care of this General Assembly desire leave to prepare and present
a call to Mr. Hindman, will the Presbytery under whose care he is, be regu.
lar in granting such liberty to any of their congregations? In answer to
which the General Assembly observe, that as the merits of Mr. Hindman’s
case and character have never been brought before this body for their deci-
sion, they cannot, in consistency with any regulur proceeding, determine
anything about the case. On the whole, the General Assembly consider
Mr. Hindman as occupying the same situation in which he was placed by the
Synod of Philadelphia, without being affected in any respect by the proceed-
ings of this Assembly.

In behalf of the missionaries from the Synod of Virginia, Mr. John B.
Swith, and Mr. Graham brought in the following report, viz:

“The Synod taking into serious consideration the state of the vacant con-
gregations within their bounds, and viewing with much concern the miserahle
state of multitudes who have none to break the bread of life amongst them,
and are perishing for lack of knowledge; and being affected with the situa-
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tion of the youth upon whom the hope of the Church seems in future to
depend, who are likely to be brought up in ignorance and profanity; desirous
to remedy these evils as far as practicable, in dependence on the great Head
of the church, have resolved to adopt the following plan :

1. That we will tuke all proper care to seek for men of knowledge, inte-
grity, aud piety, who may travel throughout our bounds as missionaries, to
preach the gospel, to catechize and instruct the youth, and to discharge such
other parts of ministerial duty as they may be authorized to perform.

2. That there shall be a committee of Synod appointed, consisting of four
ministers and four elders, who shall be called the Commission of Synod, to
receive the recommendations of such men from the respective Presbyteries, to
examine into their credentials and fitness for the discharge of such an office,
and who shall give them such directions and instructions as the exigencies
of different places, in their wisdom, may require ; that they shall meet annu-
ally, and oftener if thought necessary; and that any two ministers, and as
many elders of the Commission as shall be convened at the place appointed,
shall have sufficient power to proceed to business.

3. That it be recommended to the different Presbyteries to raise such con-
tributions as they may be able, in their respective bounds, which shall be put
into a general fund for the support of such missionaries.

4. That there shall be a Treasurer appointed, in whose hands the money
raised by the different Presbyteries shall be deposited ; who shall keep a fair
book of accounts, give and take receipts for all money reccived or paid
away by him, and shall make a return to the Commission of the Synod, or
to the Synod, as often as may be required; and that he pay out such sums,
upon the order of the Commission, to the different missionaries as may be
appropriated to them ; and all those collections or donations that may be
received by the different missionaries from the societies shall be accounted for
by the said missionaries to the Commission of Synod.

In consequence of the above arrangement, the Rev. Messrs. William Gra-
ham, John B. Swmith, James Mitchel, and William Wilson, ministers, and
Messrs. Benjamin Rice, Charles Allen, John Lyle, and John Wilson, elders,
have becn appointed to constitute the Commission of Synod.

Mr. Nash Le Grand, a probationer under the care of the Presbytery of
Hauover, was chosen a missionary in April, 1790. He commenced his cir-
cuit in the beginning of the following June, and passed through the counties
of Bedford, Rockbridge, Botetourt, Montgomery, Augusta, Rockingham, and
Frederick, an extent of three or four hundred miles, with a marked success
in engaging the attention of the old and young to the concerus of their im-
mortal souls, and in a general attendance on the means of grace, wherever
he came.

In October of the same year, the Commission appointed Mr. Robert Mar.
shall, a probationer under the care of Redstone Presbytery, and Messrs. Cary,
Allen, and William Hill, probationers under the care of Hanover Presbytery,
their missionaries.

These young preachers had two very extensive circuits assigned to them
of seven hundred miles. Messrs. Allen and Marshall spent about three
months in the valleys between the Allegheuy and Apalachian mountains, and
three more on cach side of the Blue Ridge. 1n this tour they preached in a
great number of counties, and gencrally to people not formed into religious
societics. Mr. Hill had a north-eastern circuit assigned him, in the lower
country, near the Chesapeake. He also preached in a great number of coun-
ties and several considerable towns.

The missionaries in their tour had the happiness to see the young people
in various places uncommonly attentive and affected under their preaching,
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and in private conversation many of those who were heads of families ap-
peared anxious to encourage the labours of the missionaries at stated periods
amongst them. There were several instances of persons awakened to a sense ¥
of the guilt and danger of sin, and of formal professors brought to know their
mistake. Their circuit was too extensive, and their progress too rapid, to
effect any great permanent changes in the external church-state of the people.
Yet in a number of places the people or families associated together and made
application for further supplies to the Commission. In Henry county, on
Smith’s river, in Franklin, on Chestnut, in Halifax, Pittsylvania, Amelia,
Nottoway, Lunenburgh, Botetourt, and Lancaster counties, the prospect of
this sort is the most favourable.

N. B.—The salary allowed the missionaries is two hundred dollars per
annum ; paid at the expiration of each half year.”

Mr. Ker and Mr. Hart, missionaries, appointed last year by the Assembly,
made the following report, viz:

“ Your missionaries spent three months in the business assigned to
them by the Assembly, in the following vacancies, viz: In the state of
New York—Middletown, Mama-Cotton, Still-Water, Hebron, Granville,
Westfield, King’s Bay, Fort Edward, Fort Miller, Palmer-Town, Kreehold,
New-Galloway, John’s-Town, Cherry Valley, Springfield, White’s-Town,
Fort Schuyler, the Oneida nation of Indians, the Onondagas, the Cayugas,
Catharind’s-Town, New-Town, Cooper’s-Town, at the bottom of Lake
Otsego, Unadilla, Clio-Town, Oquaga, Shenang, and Owaga. In Penn-
sylvania—Tioga, Pitts-Town, King’s-Town, Plymouth, Wilksbarre, Hano-
ver, and Lacawany. In most of these places the people are not formed
into a church state. In several of them the numbers are very considerable,
and in most there appeared a great attention to the preaching of the gospel,
Your missionaries were treated with much respect, and in many places they
were requested, in the most affectionate manuer, to offer the thanks of the
people to the General Assembly, for their pious attention in sending mission-
aries among them; and importunately requested that the favour might be
repeated. Your missionaries found in many places serious, well instructed,
and apparently pious people; but many of a different character. They bap-
tized a very considerable number of children, and gave advice in sundry
Elaces respecting the organization of churches, and the steps necessary to

e taken in order to the settlement and support of the gospel ministry. In
the northern and western parts of the State of New York, there are great
numbers of people, and that number increasing with amazing rapidity.
There are but few preachers of any sort, and many of the inhabitants are at
a great distance from the regular administration of ordinances. Therefore
your missionaries are of opiniou, that it will be proper to send out at least
one ordained minister as & missionary this year, in order that the hopes of
the pious ma{ be raised, the ignorant may be instructed, and that the founda-
tion of gospel churches may be laid in this extensive and growing country,
in such a manner that discipline may be excrcised regularly therein.”

Mr. Irwin, according to the liberty granted him, brought in the reasons for
his protest, in which he was joined by Mr. Jacob Ker, Mr. Snowden, Mr.
Polk, Mr. Hart, Mr. Hunter, Mr. Read, and Mr. Naudain, which were
ordered to be kept on the files of the Assembly.

The committee appointed to answer the said reasons were ordered to send
forward their answer to the Stated Clerk, to be also kept in the same manner.

A protest was admitted, in behalf of the Synod of the Carolinas, that an
appeal of the Presbytery of Abingdon from a judgment of the said Synod, in
October 7th, 1790, in the case of Major Trimble and Mrs. Cosser, was not
prosecuted, and was therefore fallen from, and the judgment became final.



46 MINUTES OF THE [1791.

Peter Leslie, the Janitor, brought in his account for attendance, &e., of
81 18s. 124d., which was allowed, and the Treasurer directed to pay the
same.

The committee appointed to prepare and report a circular letter, informed
the Assembly that they were not prepared to report. Whereupon, agreed,
that the said committee proceed to complete said letter, and have it printed
with the extracts from our minutes.*

* The following circular letter was prepared and inserted in the printed extracts:

The Gencral Assembly of the Presbyteriun Church in the United States, to the Churches
under their care,

Dear Friends and Brethren,—By the blessing of a gracious providence, the churches
of our communion in America, which were originally few and inconsiderable, have mul-
tiplied with a rapid increase, are spread over a wide extent of country, and become
respectable as a religious society. But while we recollect with grateful hearts, the
indulgent care of the great Head of the church, in granting us such favours, it is our
duty to attempt to secure and improve them. He that hath promised to be with his
church to the end of the world, and whose faithfulness cheers his people in the most
trying scenes, hath enjoined it upon them to be active and industrious in the use of
means for promoting his interest amongst men. A spirit of union, piety, and discipline
is particularly necessary for this purpose. By this our church wasrevived, and became
flourishing in our fathers’ days: by this it hath been cherished to our own times, and
by this it must be secured. Union in sentiment, in counsels, and in common efforts
amongst the members of the same religious society, have always proved favourable to
their enlargement and stability ; but without piety and discipline, their progress would
be a curse. By an unhappy relaxation in these respects, both in the officers and mem-
bers of our church, our growing prospects of the increase of the Presbyterian body, and
of the promoting of vital christianity, have been, of late, in various places obscured.

We have it to regret, that there is a visible declension in many of the private mem-
bers of the church, with regard to their attendance on the public means of religion ;
with regard to their respectful attention to the comfort and encouragement of ministers
in the discharge of their important duties, and with regard to the public spirit neces-
sary to give vigour to the measures proposed in particular churches for promoting their
secular and spiritual concerns as a body. We cannot but fear, too, that the ministers
of our church have contributed to this declension in several instances, by indolence,
timidity, and a defect of public spirit in their stations.

But while we lament the languid state of vital piety in our land, and church in gene-
ral, suffer us to remiud you, that this melancholy circumstance ehould be our most pow-
erful incitement to use every mean and exertion, which the Spirit and providence of
God uses to bless, for the prosperity and increase of his church. Let us then repeat,
that the prayers of private christians and ministers for the effusion of the divine Spirit,
their exemplary lives, their diligent attention to the stated and ordinary meauns of grace,
their union and harmony in supporting and executing the plans which may be devised
for the promoting of practical godliness, and regular discipline, will be essentially ne-
cessary to the attainment of this important purpose,

Exhorting you therefore in the most earnest manner to these duties, and resting our
hopes for success principally on the discharge of them, we would alzo recommend to
your serious attention some measures of a general and public nature, which have been
adopted with a view to the advancement of the same great end ; and which must re-
ceive your hearty concurrence in order to be rendered effectual.

You will see by a statement which accompanies this letter, that we have made pro-
vision for the sending of missionaries to the frontiers of our country; you will also see
that the effects of these missions in some places have been such as to open a pleasing
prospect of advancing the Redeemer’s kingdom in the salvation of men, and of sending
the light of the gospel to those who have hitherto been iuvolved in the grossest darkness.
To carry into effect o noble a design, we cannot doubt that all who have a supreme re-
gard to the glory of God and the salvation of their fellow-men, will cheerfully contribute.

Suffer us therefore to urge you, and we do it with the more confidence, as you will at
once perceive our disinterested views in the matter, to furnish those annual supplies of
money which may be necessary for the common interest of our body; and to give your
countenance to the measure in general. The honour of God, the eternal salvation of
precious souls, the increase of the society to which you belong, and may we not add,
your own peace and comfort, all conspire to prompt you to ardour in this gencrous un-
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The Rev. James Boyd and Mr. Aaron Condict were appointed by the
General Assembly to proceed on a mission to the frontier settlements of New
York and Pennsylvania, to the west branch of the Susquehanna, for at least
three months; commencing their mission as soon as convenient, to preach
the gospel and perform the duty prescribed to the missionaries last year;
and that they report to the next (General Assembly. It was

Ordered, That the Treasurer advance to each missionary fifty dollars, and
agreed that they shall receive for their services one hundred dollars each,
including the advanced sum of fifty dollars, before mentioned, and whatever
sums they may receive during their mission.

Ordered, That the Clerk make out commissions for the above gentlemen,
and attest them in proper form.

Adjourued till the third Thursday in May next, to meet in the Presbyte-
rian church at Carlisle. Concluded with prayer.

SUMMARY FOR THE YEAR 1791.

8vNop or New YorK AND Nrw Jrrsey.—Has four Presbyteries.

1. Presbytery of Suffolk.—Five ministers settled ; seven without charges. One licen-
tiate. Five vacant churches.

2. Presbytery of Dutchess.—Six ministers settled. One licentiate. Four churches
vacant.

8. Presbytery of New York.—Twenty-four ministers settled; three without charges,

dertaking. We are ready to anticipate the times, when by exertions similar to these,
our holy religion will extend its influence over the vast regions of this western continent,
and songs of salvation be heard from its remotest corners; and is it possible, that pious
christians, that friends to the best interests of the world, that men of public spirit,
should withhold their aid in bringing forward so glorious an event? Whatever others
may do, surely all who sincerely love the prosperity of Zion, will cheerfully exert them-
selves to promote such measures as to your representatives appear calculated to promote
her best interests, and the honour of her Lord. Christians! can you look around you,
and behold such multitudes of souls, ignorant of that Saviour whom you love, and through
whom only they can be saved ; ignorant of those truths so important to happiness which
you have received, and even perishing for the lack of knowledge, and not be willing to
do any thing, to do every thing in your power, to rescue them from such a condition ?

But permit us, dear brethren, to entreat you to beware of resting in external forms,
or the aids which you may charitably devote to strengthen the interest of religion, as
if this were to be your principal concern. It would be a melancholy circumstance, if,
while you contribute to send the means of light to others, you yourselves should re-
main in darkness ; if, while you are instrumental in bringing others to the knowledge
and the love of the Lord Jesus, you should not love him in sincerity.

But what shall we say to the ministers in our communion ? Is it necessary to suggest
motives to them, to exert themselves with one heart and one soul, to carry into execu-
tion the measures which we recommend ? We rely with confidence, that they will step
forward with alacrity to enforce our applications to the people; yet this is but a part
of what is to be expected from the ministers of Jesus Christ. What unanimity in coun-
sels, what purity of manners, what abstractedness from the world, what zeal for the
glory of God, and what concern for the salvation of souls ought to mark their character!
They are to be guides to the erring; they are to prompt the inactive; they are to sug-
gest the proper public mensures for promoting the cause of God, and they are to be
examples to the world. Will they not assist the well intended efforts of their brethren
by their hearty concurrence, their exhortations, their prayers, their activity in the dis-
charge of their ministerial duties, and their holiness of walk and conversation ?

To the patronage of Almighty God we commit the churches ot our denomination which
we address. * And may the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,
make you perfect in every good work, to do his will, working in you that which is well-
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever* Amen.”

Signed by order of the General Assembly,
AsHBEL GREEN, Stated Clerk of Assembly,
Joun B. 8uitH, Clerk pro tempore.
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Four licentiates. Eight vacant churches, able to support ministers; nine not able.
Rev. Abner Brush died February, 1790,

4. Preshytery of New Brunswick.—Thirteen ministers settled ; one without charge.
One licentiate. Three vacant churches, able to support ministers; six not able. Rev.
Thomas Smith died December 23d, 1789.

From the Preshyteries of Albany and Long [sland, recently organized, no report.

SyNop oF ViraiNia.—No report.

8YNoD oF THE CARroLINAS.—Has three Preshyteries.

1. Presbytery of Orange.—Ten ministers. 8ix licentiates. Twenty-seven vacancies,

2. Presbytery of Abingdon.—Five ministers. Twenty vacant churches.

8. Presbytery of South Carolina.

8yNop of PuiLavELPHIA.—No report.

——————

1792,

CARLISLE, May 17¢h, 1792.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of
Amnerica met, agreeably to adjournment, in the Presbyterian church, at Car.
lisle, and was opened with a sermon by the Rev. Mr. Woodhull, the last year’s
Moderator, from 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2: «I charge thee, therefore, before God, and
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dcad at his appear-
iong and his kingdom ; preach the word; be instant in season and out of sea-
son ; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine.”

Constituted with prayer. .

Ordered, That the commissions of the members present be delivered at the
Clerk’s table, and that the Clerk of the last year's Assembly prepare a list
of the commissioners, to be presented in the afternoon.

Resolved, That the sexton of this church be door-keeper of the General
Assembly, during the sessions of the present Assembly.

Dr. Tilton, a ruling elder in the Presbytery of Lewes, informed the Gene-
ral Assembly that he was appointed a commissioner, on behalf of that Pres-
bytery, to the present Assembly, and had a commission regularly made out,
but that he had unfortunately forgotten to bring it with him. The Rev. Mr.
Rankin, who was Moderator of the Presbytery when Dr. Tilton received his
appointment, having confirmed the fact, he was admitted to a seat, notwith-
standing the informality of appearing without a commission.

Adjourned to meet at 8 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

3 o'clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met agreeably to adjournment, and was consti-
tuted by prayer.

The Clerk, according to order, produced a list of the commissioners who
have deposited their commissions in his bands; when it appeared that there
were present :

1. PrRESBYTERY OF LoNG IsLaAND—None.

2. PresBYTERY OF DuTcHESs—None.

3. PRESBYTERY OF NEW YORK—Ministers—Messrs. Jacob Van Arts-
dalen, David Austin, Peter Fish, and Dr. John McKnight. Elders—Noune.

4. PRESBYTERY OF ALBANY—Noue.

5. PRESBYTERY OF NEW BRUNSWICK— Ministers—Messrs. John Wood-
hull and Gilbert T. Snowden. Elders—None.

6. PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA— Ministers—Messrs. James Boyd,
John B. Smith, and Dr. Ashbel Green. FElders—Elijah Clark, and Isaac
Snowden, Esqs.

7. PRESBYTERY OF NEW CASTLE—Ministers—Messrs. Colin McFar-
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1uhar, Alexander Mitchell, and Dr. Robert Smith. Elder—John Whitehill,
sq.
3. PRESBYTERY OF BALTIMORE—Ministers—Mr. George Luckie. Elders
—None.

9. PRESBYTERY OF LEWEs—Minister—Mr. John Rankin. Elder—Dr.
Joha Tilton.

10. PrEsSBYTERY OF CARLISLE—Ministers—Dr. Charles Nesbit, John
King, Robert Davidson, and Mr. John Black. ZElders—General John Arm-
strong, Messrs. Wm. McDowell, James McLane, and Matthew Dill.

11. PRESBYTERY OF REDSTONE— Ministers—DMessrs. John McMillan, John
McPherrin, and Samuel Porter. Elders—None.

12. PrESBYTERY OF HANOVER—Ministers—Messrs. William Mahon and
Drury Lacy. Elders—None.

13. PRESBYTERY OF LEXINGTON— Ministers—Messrs. Wm. Graham and
Wm. Wilson. Elder—Mr. John Campbell.

14. PRESBYTERY OF ORANGE—Minister—Dr. Samuel McCorkle. Elders
~None.

15. PrEsBYTERY OF SouTH CAROLINA—None.

16. PrRESBYTERY OF ABINGDON—None.

17. PrEsBYTERY OF TRANSYLVANIA—None.

The Assembly then proceeded to the choice of a Moderator and Clerks ;
and the Rev. Dr. John King was chosen Moderator, and the Rev. Messrs.
John Black and Drury Lacy were chosen Clerks.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last General Assembly be read.

Messrs. Woodhull, John Smith, Mitchell, Graham, and Dr. McCorkle,
ministers ; with the elders, Messrs. McLane, Whitehill, and Campbell, were
appointed a Committee of Bills and Overtures, to meet to-morrow morning at
6 o’clock, and afterwards on their own adjournments.

Dr. Green and Mr. Graham were appointed a8 committee to examine the
book of New York and New Jersey Synod.

Mr. Woodhull and Mr. Van Artsdalen were appointed a committee to ex-
awine the book of the Philadelphia Synod.

Mr. Snowden and Mr. Boyd were appointed a committee to examine the
Virginia Synod book.

Mr. John Smith and Dr. McKnight were appointed a committee to examine
the book of the Synod of the Curolinas.

Mr. Austin, Dr. Green, Mr. Clark, and Mr. Whitebill were appointed a
committee to examine the accounts of the Treasurer, and to report as soon as
convenient.

The committee appointed to meet in convention with a committee of the
Congregational churches in Connecticut, at New Haven, transmitted the
minutes of their proceedings to the General Assembly, which were read and
the cousideration of them postponed till to-morrow.

Adjourned, till to-morrow morning, at 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.

May 18th, 9 o’clock, A. M.
b The General Assembly met, agreeably to adjournment, and was constituted
y prayer.

Benjamin Smith, Esq., a commissioner from New Brunswick Presbytery,
produced his commission, which being read, he took his seat.

Ordered, To read the minutes of the last session.

The consideration of the minutes of the committee appointed to meet with
a committee of the Congregational churches was further deferred.

The committee appointed to superintend the printing and dispersing of the

T ,
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Confession of Faith, who were ordered by the Assembly of last year to en-
deavour to make a final settlement of the business committed to them at the
present time, reported : That they had made all the exertions in thcir power
to close the transactions which they were appointed to manage, but, by rea-
son of a number of embarrassing circumstances, had not been able to issue
the business : whereupon,

Ordered, That the said committee continue their exertions and endeavour
to make a final report to the next General Assembly.

Drs. Robert Smith and MecCorkle, with Messrs. Wm. Wilson, Van Arts-
dalen, and Woodhull, were appointed a committee to inquire whether it be
expedieut that a new impression of the Confession of Faith and Form of Gov-
ernment and Discipline of this Church should be made, and if so, to suggest
in what manner it may most properly be done, and to report to the house on
Monday morning next.

The General Assembly proceeded to inquire into the fulfilment of the
missions to the frontiers, which had been appointed at the sessions of last
year ; when it appeared that Mr. Aaron Condict did not execute the appoint-
ment which was made. Mr. Boyd, by order of the Assembly, read before
them a parrative of the manner in which the mission was fultilled by him,
accompanied with remarks and observations on the subjects which had been
recommended to his attention by the former Assembly. On the hearing of
which, the fidelity and diligence of Mr. Boyd in the discharge of the impor-
tant trust committed to him received the full approbation of the Assembly.
The Assembly, taking into consideration the importance of continuing mis-
sions to the frontiers, and the expediency of making arrangemeunts for secu-
ring permanent advantages to the church from those missions, appointed the
Rev. Messrs. Boyd, Austio,and McMillan, with Dr. Tilton and Mr. McLane,
a committee, to suggest those measures most proper, in their opinion, to
adopl:,l in order to effect this good purpose, and to make report as soon as
possible.

The Synods of Virginia and of the Carolinas, having failed to make an
official report to the General Assembly of the measures adopted by them re-
spectively for supplying the frontiers of the United States with the ordi-
nances of the Gospel ; on motion,

Resolved, That Messrs. Graham and Lacy be a committee to prepare
and bring in a written account of the prosecution of the plans which were
stated to the Assembly last year from the Synod of Virginia, respecting
missions within their bounds: and that Messrs. McCorkle and Porter be a
committee to report such plans as may have been adopted for a similar pur-
pose with respect to the Synod of the Carolinas. The Assembly do more-
over repeat their injunctions to those Synods to send up an annual account
of their proceedings in the premises and of their success to the General As-
sewbly.

On motion, Ordered, That the report of the committee, appointed to con-

fer with delegates from the Associate Reformed and the Reformed Protestant
Dutch Synods, be deferred.
" The several Presbyteries were called upon for their reports in regard to the
order of the General Assembly upon the subject of a collection of materials
for a history of the Presbyterian Church in America; whea it appeared that
they were diligently engaged in the business referred to them, and that satis-
factory communications respecting it might be ready for the next General
Assembly. Whereupon,

Ordered, That the several Presbyteries be careful to continue their atten-
tion to this subject, and be prepared to report upon it to the next General
Assembly.
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The Committee of Overtures made a report, which was read and ordered
to lie on the table.

The committee appointed to inquire into the state of the funds placed in the
hands of the Trustees of New Jersey College, by the Synod of New York
and Philadelphia, for the purpose of supporting and educating pious youth,
reported,

pi‘)bat they had duly attended to the objects of their commission; but that
the Trustees did declare, by an extract from their minutes on the subject,
which was read in the General Assembly, that it was not in the power of that
corporation to satisfy the committee of the General Assembly on the subject
of their appointment. But that the corporation did appoint a committee to
inquire into the subject, and to report specially upon it at the sessions of the
board in April next, and that the determination of the board thereon be trans-
mitted, a8 early as possible, to the Rev. Mr. Irwin, the chairman of the
Assembly’s committee.

Whereupon, Resolved, That the committee heretofore appointed be con-
tinued, and directed to prosecute the objects of their appointment, and report
to the next General Assembly.

An extract from the will of Mr. James Lesly, deceased, attested by John
Broome and John Bingham, executors of said Lesly, was introduced and
read, and ordered to be recorded on the minutes of the General Assembly. It
is as follows, viz:

“Jtem, I give and bequeath all the residue of my estate real and personal
to the Trustees of the College of New Jersey, called Nassau Hall, and to
their successors; to be by the said Trustees and their successors constantly
kept at interest on good security. And it is my will that the interest arising
from the said residue of my estate shall be appropriated to the education of
poor and pious youth of the Presbyterian denomination for the work of the
gospel ministry, and to no other purpose whatever. Provided, nevertheless,
that if it should so happen that the said interest should in any year be more
than sufficient to pay for the education of such youth in that year actuall
educated on this fund, then and in that case the said Trustees may and shall
appropriate the sarplus of such interest, for such year, towards the support of
a missionary or missionaries to preach the gospel and administer its ordi-
nances to the frontier inhabitants of the United States, if the General Assem-
bly of the Presbyterian Church in these States shall judge it necessary to
send missionaries to the frontiers in the year in which such surplus shall
arise ; and provided that such surplus shall not exceed thirty pounds. But
if the said surplus shall exceed thirty pounds, New York carrency, in that
case my will is, that thirty pounds of it only be appropriated to the support
of missionaries, as aforesaid, and that the residue of such sarplus be added
to the principal sum and put out at interest with it. And if it shall happen
that the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church aforesaid shall not
judge it necessary to send missionaries to the frontiers, as aforesaid, in the
year in which such surplus shall arise, then it is my will that the whole of
such surplus shall be added to the capital or principal sum and put out at
interest with it.

A true copy, examined by JouN Broowme,

JoHnN BINGHAM,

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

Exccutors.”

8 o’clock, P. M.
The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and was constitu-
ted by prayer. Members present as above.
The Rev. Dr. John Witherspoon, a commissioner from New Brunswick
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Presbytery, and the Rev. John McDonald and Mr. Robert Henry, elder, com-
missioners from Albany Presbytery, produced their commissions, which being
read, they took their seats.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

On motion, Ordered, That Mr. McDonald be annexed to the committee ap-
pointed to suggest the most proper measures for rendering the missions to the
froutiers of permanent advantage.

The minutes of the Convention of the Committee of the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, and of the General Asso-
ciation of the state of Connecticut, were taken into consideration, an extract
of which is as follows, viz:

¢« Considering the importance of union and harmony in the Christian
church, and the duty incumbent on all its pastors and mewmbers to assist each
other in promoting, as far as possible, the general interest of the Redeemer's
kingdom ; and considering, further, that divine Providence appears to be now
opening the door for pursuing these valuable objects with a happy prospect of
success ; this Convention are of opinion that it will be conducive to these im-
portant purposes that a Standing Committee of Correspondence be appointed
in each body, whose duty it shull be, by frequent letters, to communicate to
each other whatever may be mutually useful to the churches under their care
and to the general interest of the Redeemer's kingdom. That each body
should from time to time appoiot a committee cousisting of three members,
who shall have a right to sit in the other’s general meeting, and make such
communications as shall be directed by their respective constituents, and deli-
berate on such matters as shall come before the body, but shall have no right
to vote. That effectual measures be mutually taken to prevent injuries to
the respective churches from irregular and unauthorized preachers. To pro-
mote this end, the Convention judge it expedient that every preacher travel-
ling from the limits of oue of these Churches into those of the other, shall be
furnished with recent testimounials of his regular standing and good character
as a preacher, signed by the Moderator of the Presbytery or Association in
which he received his license; or, if a minister, of his good standing and
character, as such, from the Moderator of the Presbytery or Association
where he last resided, and that he shall, previously to his travelling as a
greacher into distant parts, further, receive a recommendation from one mem-

er at least of a standing committee to be hereafter appointed by each body,
certifying his good qualifications as a preacher. Also, that the names of this
standing committee shall be mutually communicated. And also, that every
preacher travelling and recommended as above, and submitting to the stated
rules of the respective churches, shall be received as an authorized preacher
of the gospel, and checrfully taken under the patronage of the Presbytery or
Association within whose bounds he shall find employment as a preacher.
And that the proceedings of the respective bodies on this report be communi-
cated to our brethren of the Congregatioual and Presbyterian Churches
throughout the States.”

Upon mature deliberation, the Assembly unanimously and cordially ap-

roved of the said plan; and to carry the same into effect, appointed the Rev.
i?)rs. John Rodgers, John Witherspoon, and Ashbel Green, to be a Commit-
tee of Correspondence, agreeably to the said plan. And it is, moreover,
agreed that this Assembly will send delegates tosit and consult with the Gen-
eral Association of Connecticut, and receive their delegates to sit in this Assem-
bly, agreeably to another article of the plan, as soon as due information shall
be received that it is adopted on the part of the General Association of Con-
necticut.

The Rev. Dr. McKuight, Dr. McWhorter, Mr. John Woodhull, Dr. Samuel
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8. Smith, Dr. Alison, Dr. Nesbit, Mr. John B. Smith, Mr. Graham, Mr. Lacy,
Mr. McCall, Mr. McDonald, and Dr. McCorkle, were appointed a Standing
Committee, to certify the good qualifications of the preachers travelling to
officiate in the bounds of the Association of the State of Connecticut.

And it was, moreover, agreed, that any preacher travelling as aforesaid
ghall have at least the name of one of the committee who shall belong to the
Synod from whose bouuds he came.

Agreeably to the injunctions of the General Assembly, last year, to the
several Presbyteries on the subject of contributions for the purpose of raising
permanent funds, the Presbyteries rendered in their reports respectively; the
consideration of which was deferred.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, 9 o’'clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met agreeably to adjournment. P. P. S. Q. S.

The Rev. Messrs. Aaron Woolworth and Nathan Woodhull, with 1saac T.
Reeve, Esq., elder, from the Presbytery of Long Island, produced their com-
missions, which being read, they took their seats.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

Upon motion, Resolved, That the Rev. Aaron Woolworth be added to the
Standing Committee appointed to certify the good qualifications of those
preachers belonging to this body who may travel to officiate in the bounds of
the General Association of the State of Connecticut.

The General Assembly entered upon the consideration of the reports from
the different Presbyteries respecting the contributions for the purpose of rais-
ing permanent funds, which being discussed for some time, upon motion,

Resolved, That Messrs. J. Woodhull and Austin be a committee to prepare
& minute upon that subject, and report as soon as convenient.

An appeal from, and complaint against, & vote of the Synod of Philadel-
phia, in the case of Mr. Hindman, was introduced before the Assembly
through the Committee of Overtures, and read. It was as follows, viz:

¢ It was overtured by the Presbytery of New Castle, that the Synod be
requested to review the minute of their last meeting on the case of Mr. Hind-
man, and also to take into their consideration the conduct of Lewes Presby-
tery, in the affair of his licensure.

The vote being put, grant their request or not 2 it was carried not.

We, whose names are hereunto annexed, dissent from the aforesaid vote of
Synod, and complain of, and appeal therefrom, to the next General Assem-
bly, for the following reasons :

1. Because, in our apprehension, the Synod have, by their vote in this
affair, deprived aggrieved members of a privilege to which they have a just
claim.

2. Because the Synod by this vote have, in our opinion, refused to correct
the errors in their proceedings of last year, which were censured by the
General Assembly, and which, in consequence of that censure, ought to be
corrected.

8. Because the vote, as we believe, will, in its effects, tend to Leep alive
and increase uneasiness in the Presbyteries of New Castle and Lewes.

4. Because we believe that the whole transactions of the Synod of Phila-
delphia, relative to this affair, have been in direct violation of a known and
wholesome rule of the Synod of New York and Philadelphia, respecting the
licensure of candidates, and contained in their Minutes of 1764, pages 78 and
80. And we likewise believe, that this violation has a tendency to promote
irregularity, deception, and injury, both among the churches and judicatures
of the Presbyterian body.
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For these reasons we dissent from the above mentioned vote of the Synod
of Philadelphia. And we do complain of, and appeal from it, to the General
Assembly of this church; and now give information that we will bring this
affair, in all its merits, before that body at their next meeting.

ROBERT SMITH, ALEXANDER MITCHELL,
JouN McCreary, WM. R. SmiTH,
AsHBEL GREEN, Isaac FosTERr,

NATHAN GRIER.
Philadelphia, October, 1791.”

The minutes of the Synod respecting this case, were read, and the parties
heard at some length; aund farther proceedings on it were deferred till the
afternoon.

Ordered, That the Synodical reports be brought in and read. They are
as follows, viz:

« The Synod of New York and New Jersey report to the General As-
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, agreea-
bly to their directions in a letter dated May 25th, 1789, that the Synod con-
sists of five Presbyteries—Albany, Dutchess, Long Island, New York, and
New Brunswick.

1. That the Presbytery of Albany consists of seven ministers, four of
whom have pastoral charges, and three have not charges. They have nine-
tecn vacant congregations, ten of which are each able to support a minister,
and nine are not yet able ; and they have two licentiates under their care, as
appears by their report to Synod, No. 1.

2. That the Presbytery of Dutchess consists of five ministers, four of
whom have pastoral charges, and one has no charge. They have four
vacant congregations, two of which are each able to support a minister, and
two are not able. One of their members has been removed by death, August
24th, 1790, as appears by their report to the Synod, No. 2.

3. That the Presbytery of Long Island consists of twelve ministers, eight
of whom have pastoral charges, and four have not charges. They have five
vacant congregations, four of which are supposed able each to support a
minister, and one is not yet able, as appears by their report to Synod, No. 3.

4. That the Presbytery of New York consists of twenty-two ministers,
nineteen of whom have pastoral charges, one has the care of an academy at
Hackensack, and two have not charges. They have six vacant congregations,
two of which are able each to support a minister, and five are pot yet able.
They have one licentiate. One of their members has been removed by death
in October, 1790, as appears by their report to Synod, No. 4.

5. That the Presbytery of New Brunswick consists of fifteen ministers,
twelve of whom have pastoral charges; one is president, and one vice-presi-
dent of the College of New Jersey, and one has no charge. They bave ten
vacant congregations, one of which is able to support a minister in a single
capacity, four, in their present united state, are able to support two ministers,
and five are not able. They have four licentiates under their care, as ap-
pears by their report to Synod, No. 5.

JouN RopaGers, Stated Clerk of Synod.”

“ Philadelphia, October 21at, 1791.
The Synod of Philadelphia report to the General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church in the United States of America, agreeably to their direction,
that the Synod consists of five Presbyteries, viz: Philadelphia, New Castle,
Carlisle, Lewes, and Baltimore.
1. Philadelphia Presbytery consists of thirteen ministers, eleven of whom
have charges, and two have not charges. They have five licentiates. Nine
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vacancies, of which four are able to support each a minister, and two are not
able. They have, during the year past, dismissed a candidate to join the
Presbytery of New Brunswick ; installed one of their members as minister of
one of their vacant congregations ; licensed one candidate to preach the
gospel, aud put calls into the hands of two candidates which are accepted.
They have likewise given attention to the order of the General Assembl
respecting contributions. All of which will appear by their report to Synody,
No. L.

2. New Custle Presbytery consists of sixtecen ministers, fifteen of whom
have charges, and one has no charge. They have five vacancies, three of
which are able to support a minister separately, and two of which are able
in connection to support a minister. They have four licentiates. During the
year past, they have installed one of their members as miuister of the united
congregations of New Castle and Christiana Bridge. They have likewise
used their endeavours to raise contributions for the funds established by the
General Assembly. All of which will appear by their report to the Synod,
No. 2.

3. Carlisle Presbytery consists of twenty-six ministers, twenty-two of
whom have charges, and four have not charges. They have nineteen vacan-
cies, of which eleven are not yet able to support a minister ; three, taken in
connection, are able tosupport a minister; two others, taken conuectedly, are
also able ; and three are able, separately, to support a minister. They have
three licentiates. During the year past they have licensed one candidate,
they have dismissed one to join the Presbytery of Lexington, and they have
ordained one to the work of the gospel ministry. They have given some
attention Presbyterially to the raising of contributions for the funds of the
General Assembly, but what has been the effect of their measures cannot at
%res%nt be ascertained. All of which will appear by their report to Synod,

0. 3.

4. Lewes Presbytery consists of five ministers, all of whom have charges.
They have three licentiates ; they have six vacancies, two of which are able,
in connection, to support a minister ; three others of which, taken conunectedly,
are able to support a minister, and one not able. During the year past they
have put a call from three of their vacancies into the hands of one of their
candidates. Two congregations have raised contributions for the funds estab-
lished by order of the General Assembly. All of which will appear from
their report to the Synod, No. 4.

5. Baltimore Presbytery, from which the Synod has not been able to obtain
any report, as none of their members have attended the Synod for these two
years past.

The Synod, moreover, report to the General Assembly, that their situation
is truly distressing by reason of the frequent absence of their members,
which renders the meetings of Synod almost useless ; that they have employed
every mean in their power to remedy this evil; that hitherto they have been
unsuccessful, so that it is even a doubt with some of the members whether
the number which attends is sufficient legally to constitute a Synod. And
that those who do attend, sincerely lamenting and deeply grieved at these cir-
cumstances, implore the advice and assistance of the General Assembly in
regard to the measures which ought to be pursued.

Signed by order of Synod, Wwum. M. TENNENT, Moderator.”

Whereas the Synod of Philadelphia have stated in their report that their
situation is truly distressing, by reason of the frequent absence of their mem-
bers, which renders the meetings of Synod almost useless; that they have
employed every mean in their power to remedy this evil, but that hitherto
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they have been unsuccessful ; the General Assembly hereby enjoin it upon
the members of those Presbyteries which compose that Synod to be more
careful in attending to their duty in this important respect. And, particularly,
that the Presbytery of Baltimore, which, it appears, have been entirely absent
from that body for two years, be attentive to this recommendation.

Ordered, That the Stated Clerk transmit a copy of this minute to the re-
spective Presbyteries. :

The General Assembly, having proceeded thus far in hearing the reports
from the Synods, on motion,

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

8 o’clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment. P. P. S. Q. S.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

Ordered, That the business of the appeal, introduced last session, be now
resumed. Whereupon the parties were heard at full length; and previous
to the discussion of the merits of the cause, it was

Resolved, That no mivister belonging to the Synod of Philadelphia, nor
elder who was a member of the judicature when the vote appealed from took
place, shall vote in the decision thercof by this Assembly. '

The Moderator, being a member of the Synod of Philadelphia, withdrew,
and Dr. McKnight took the chair.

The General Assembly, having spent some time in the consideration of the
¢ase of the appeal before them, upon motion,

Resolved, That Drs. Witherspoon and McKnight, and Messrs. Woodhull
and Austin, be a committee to draught a minute on the above case, to be laid
before the Assembly on Monday morning.

Adjourned till Monday morning, 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.

Monday Morning, 9 o'clock, May 21st.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment. P. P. S. Q. S.—
except Dr. Tilton, who obtained leave of absence.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

A petition was laid before the General Assembly from the Presbyterian
church in the Island of Bermuda, requesting the settlement of a Mr. Enoch
Matson, an elder, formerly connected with the Methodist Church, who was
represented as willing to subscribe the doctrine, discipline, and government of
the Presbyterian Church, accompanied with a request from the Presbytery of
Baltimore for direction in what manner to proceed in receiving him into this
church.

On mature deliberation, the Assembly recommend to the Presbytery of
Baltimore to procced in receiving Mr. Matson to trials for the ministry in the
same manner a8 if no licensure or ordination by the Methodist Church had
taken place.

The Moderator, being a member of the Synod of Philadelphia, and exclu-
ded a vote in the case of an appeal from the proceedings of that Synod, aguin
withdrew, and Dr. McKnight took the chair.

The committee appointed to draught a minute respecting the appeal from
the decision of the Synod of Philadelphia, whereby they refused to revise a
minute of their preceding sessions, in the case of Mr. Hindman, and refused
to take into consideration the conduct of the Presbytery of Lewes in the affair
of his licensure, produced a draught to that purpose, which, after some amend-
ment, was approved, and is as follows, viz:

The Assembly having had the whole affair laid before them, and fully
heard the parties, after mature deliberation, judged, that in the case of Mr.
Hindman, there appeared to have been such a want of attention to the rules
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of this body, and neglect of order, as to afford just ground of uneasiness to
the appellants, and to deserve the disapprobation of the Assembly. But inas-
much as acts which have been performed in an informal manuer must often,
when done, be sustained, the Assembly do hereby sustain the licensure and
ordination of Mr. Hindman, while, at the same time, they enjoin it, in the
most pointed manner, on the Synod of Philadelphia, to give particular atten-
tion that no Presbytery under their care depart, in any respect, from that
rule of the former Synod of New York and Philadelphia, which is as follows,
viz : ¢ Any student in divinity, who professesa design to enter into the minis-
try, has a right, in our present situation, to study for his improvement under
the direction of any divine of reputation in the Synod, according to a former
act. But that when he proposes to enter upon trials with a view to the
ministry, he shall come under the care of that Presbytery to which he most
naturally belongs; and he shall be deemed most naturally to belong to that
Presbytery in whose bounds he has been brought up and lived for the most
part, and where he is best known. But if another Presbytery desire that
any student or students should come into their bounds, or if any such student
or students, for greater convenience, or from any circumstances that make it
necessary, desire to enter upon trials in a different Presbytery, upon his
offering satisfactory reasons, he may be dismissed. But in either case, the
Presbytery to which he removes shall not receive nor admit him to come
under trials upon his having a certificate as a regular church member only ;
but he shall bring a testimonial from the Presbytery, or several neighbouring
ministers where he lived, recommending him as a candidate for the ministry,
of exemplary piety and holiness of conversation; nor shall any thing less be
deemed a sufficient recommendation.” It was

Ordered, That the foregoing rule, established by the Synod of New York
and Philadelphia in 1764, be published for the information of Presbyteries.

Upon motion,

Ordered, That the above minute be entered on the minutes of the Synod
of Philadelphia, and that a copy of this judgment be transmitted to every
Presbytery under their care.

The committee appointed to suggest measures proper to be adopted by the
Assembly, in order to render the missions to the frontiers of permanent ad-
vantage, brought in a report, which was ordered to lie on the table.

On motion,

Resolved, That a catalogue be kept, according to seniority in the wministry,
of the names of all ministers belonging to the Presbyterian church in Ame-
rica, beginning May, 1789, the period when the first General Assembly met;
and that after the decease of any minister, his name shall be marked with an
asterism, and opposite to it, in a column for that purpose, the time of his
death shall be set down, and in another, the name of the Presbytery to which
he last belonged. And the names of new members shall be added, from year
to year, when the Synodical and Presbyterial reports shall be made.

Agreeably to the above resolution,

Ordered, That every Presbytery belonging to this body shall send up to
the next General Assemblya list of all their members, with the dates of their
ordination respectively.

The committee appointed to review the minutes of the Synod of Philadel-
phia, made their report, and the book was in general approved to the end of
the sessions in October, 1791.

The reports of the Synods of Virginia and the Carolinas were brought in
and read. They are a8 follows, viz :

“The Synod of Virginia report, that they consist of four Presbyteries, viz:
Hanover, Redstone, Lexington, and Transylvania.

8
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1. The Presbytery of Hanover consists of ten ordauined ministers—the
Rev. Messrs. John Todd, Jumes Waddel, William Irvine, John B. Smith,
Archibald McRobert, James Mitchel, John D. Blair, Drury Lacy, William
Mahon, and Nash Le Grand; all settled pastors of particular churches.
They have eight vacant congregations. They have two liceutiates, who are
uander the direction of the commission of Synod. They have four candidates,
viz : William Cahoon, James Turner, Samuel Brown, and Moses Waddel.

2. Redstone Presbytery consists of twelve ordained ministers—the Rev.
Messrs. James Finley, John Clark, Joseph Smith, John McMillan, James
Power, Thaddeus Dodd, James Dunlap, Joseph Patterson, James Ilughes,
John Brice, John McPherrin, and Samuel Porter ; all settled pastors of par-
ticular churches. Mr. Robert Finley, an ordained minister of Redstone Pres-
bytery, has taken a dismission, in order togo to Kentucky. Mr. Robert Mar-
shall, a licentiate of Redstone Presbytery, is under the care and direction of
the commission of Synod. They have also two candidates under trial for
the gospel ministry, viz: George Hill,and William Swan. Mr. John Hanna,
formerly a candidate, is dismissed from trials. They have tweaty-four
vacant congregations.

3. The Presbytery of Lexington consists of ten ordained miunisters, viz:
the Rev. Messrs. John Brown, William Graham, Archibald Scott, Edward
Crawford, John Montgomery, Benjamin Ervin, William Wilson, Moses Hoge,
John McCue, and Samuel Houston ; all pastors of particular churches. Mr.
Carrick has removed into the bounds of Abingdon Presbytery since the last
Syunod. They have one licentiate, viz: Mr. John Lyle. They have six can-
didates, viz : Mesars. Archibald Alexander, Benjamin Grigsby, Matthew Lyle,
Thomas Poage, John Campbell, and Matthew Houston. They have six
vacancies.

No report was received from the Presbytery of Transylvania.”

“The Synod of the Carolinas met at Thyatira, October 5th, 1791, report
to the General Assembly, that they consist of three Presbyteries, viz : Orange,
South Carolina, and Abingdon.

1. The Presbytery of Orange consists of ten ministers who have charges,
and one who has no charge : they have three probationers who have accept-
ed calls, and two who have calls under consideration : they have four proba-
tioners without calls, and five candidates : they have seven vacancics able to
support ministers, and seventeen which are not yet able.

2. The Presbytery of South Carolina consists of ten ministers who have
charges, and three who have not charges: they have two licentiates and nine
candidates : they have nine vacancies able to support pastors, and twenty-nine
which are not able. No members from Abingdon Presbytery attended, nor
did any report reach the Synod from them.

Attested by SaMUEL McCorkLE, Syn. Clerk.”

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

Three o'clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment. P. P. 8. Q. S.

The committee appointed to review the minutes of the Synod of the Caro-
linas made their report, and the records were in general approved to October
7th, 1791.

The committee appointed to consider the expediency of a new impression
of the Confession of Faith, Form of Government and Discipline of this
Church, reported, That upou inquiry they found that the demand for the
book was increasing; that there were still a considerable, though not a suffi-
cient, number of copies on hand ; that, therefore, another impression appeared
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expedient, in which if the Seripture proofs were inserted at length it would
become more acceptable and might be of greater utility to the churches; and
proposed, that a committee be appointed properly to select and arrange the
Scripture texts to be adduced in support of the articles in the Confession of
Faith, Form of Government and Discipline, and prepare the same to be laid
before the next General Assembly.

Resolved, That Dr. Robert Swith and Messrs. Mitchell and Grier be a
committee to carry the above into execution.

The committee appointed to draught a minute, in consequence of the re-
ports of the several Synods and Presbyteries respecting collections for mis-
sionaries and for the support of commissioners to the General Assembly, and
for defraying the incidental expenses of this body, brought in the following
which was approved, viz: It appeared from the proceedings of the Synod of
New York and New Jersey and the Synod of Philadelphia, as well as from
the Presbyteries composing those bodies, that they have directed collections
to be made, agreeably to the order of the Assembly, and that certain sums of
money, so collected, had been handed to Mr. Isaac Snowden, the Treasurer,
or were ready for that purpose ; but that some part had not been as yet sent
forward. From the Synods of Virginia and the Carolinas it appeared that
they had supported their own missionaries agreeably to the dircction of last
gear's Assembly, and that through mistake or want of information one Pres-

ytery only from those Synods had made collections for the purpose of con-
stituting a permanent fund for the support of commissioners: whereupon,

Resolved, That the moueys collected by the Synod of New York and by
the Synod of Philadelphia for the purpose of supporting missionaries to the
frontiers and not yet brought in, be as soon as convenient transmitted to the
Treasurer: and that such moneys as have been collected by Presbyteries for
defraying the expenses of commissioners be retained by them, and that each
Presbytery pay their own commissioners for the future, and for attending this
present Assembly. And in case any Presbytery has already paid into the
hands of the Treasurer money for said purpose, the Treasurer is hereby
directed to return the same.

The committee appointed to review the minutes of the Synod of New York
and New Jersey made their report, and the records were approved to the
37th page, except a vote of that Synod by which they determine it to be con-
stitutional for that Synod to enact, “ That in future candidates who have the
gospel ministry in view be required to attend to the study of divinity, at least
three years before licensure;” which vote was determined by the Assembly
to be unconstitutional.

Upon motion, Resolved, As a standing order of this house, that whenever
more than three persons are standing up at one time, the Moderator shall re-
quire them to take their seats.

The committee appointed to bring in a report on the subject of missionaries
within the bounds of the Synod of the Carolinas, informed the Assembly from
the minutes of that Synod that they have appointed a commission of their
body to superintend the said busioess ; that they have appointed four mission-
aries at a salary of two hundred dollars each per anoum; and that they are
proceeding with unanimity and zeal in the prosecution of that important object ;
whereupon,

Resolved, That the said report be approved.

The following proposition was introduced through the Committee of Bills
and Overtures, viz: That the General Asscmbly take measures to bring into
distinet view at its different sessions the situation of the Presbyterian Church
under its jurisdiction in the United States of America, with respect to the
state of religion in the different Presbyteries, the state of religious denomina-
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tions amongst them, and the most probable expedients for reviving and pro-
moting the essential interests of Christ’s kingdom in the world ; whereupon,

Resolved, That it be recommended to each Synod to enjoin it upon the re-
sgective Presbyteries within their bounds, to specify the above particulars in
the annual reports which they make of the state of their respective churches,
to be laid before the General Assembly at its stated meetings.

A question from the Synod of the Carolinas was introduced through the
Comuittee of Bills and Overtures, which was as follows, viz :

¢ Are they who publicly profess a belief in the doctrine of the universal
and actual salvation of the whole human race, or of the fallen angels, or
both, through the mediation of Christ, to be adnitted to the sealing ordinances
of the gospel ?”

The Assembly determined that such persons should not be admitted.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.

May 22d, 9 o'clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met aceording to adjournment. P. P. S. Q. S.—
except Mr. McLaune and Mr. McDowel, who had leave of absence.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

The committee appointed to examine the state of the Treasurer’s accounts,
reported that they had executed that business, and that they had found in the
hands of the Treasurer a balance of £148 5s. 8d. in favour of the General
Assembly.

The committee appointed to review the minutes of the Synod of Virginia,
made their report, and the records were in general approved to the end of
the sessions of October, 1791.

A report was received from the committee appointed to bring in an account
of the prosecution of the plan, by the Synod of Virginia, respecting mission-
aries within their bounds, which was approved.

Upon motion, Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Presbyte-
ries of this Church to consider whether it would be proper to extend the time
necessary for young men to apply to the study of divinity before they be
taken on trials, to three years at least, and to send up a report of their opinion
with their comwmissioners to the next Assembly.

On motion, Ordered, that in future the arrangement of the annual Presby-
terial reports be according to the seniority of the congregations of which
each Presbytery is composed.

The committee on the subject of missions made their report, which was
approved.

The Rev. John McDonald, the Rev. David Austin, and Mr. Isaac Grier,
a probationer under the care of Carlisle Presbytery, were appointed mission-
aries from this Assembly to the frontier settlements, for the space of four
mouths, to commence from the 15th of June next.

Resolved, That the sum of thirty-three and one third dollars per month be
allowed to each missionary for his service, and that the Treasurer advance to
each the sum of fifty dollars, to be accounted for by them as part of their
salary. On motion,

Ordered, That Dr. Green, Mr. John B. Smith, and Mr. Boyd, be a com-
mittee to draught a commission for the missionaries, to be laid before the
Assembly in the afternoon.

A proposition respecting the propriety and utility of a mission into the State
of Maryland, and places adjacent, was brought in by the Committee of Over-
tures and subwitted. The General Assembly approved of the proposition,
and appointed the Rev. John Craighead, a missionary into those parts, to
spend two mouths on that business. And,




1792.] GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 61

Resolved, That he be allowed the same compeusation per month as the
missionaries before appointed, and that the Treasurer advance twenty-five
dollars to him, to be accounted for as part of his salary.

The Stated Clerk of the General Assembly presented an account of 2L
16s. 3d., paid to Robert Aitkin, a printer, for certain services, which account
was allowed, and the Treasurer ordered to pay the same.

Resolved, That the salary of the Stated Clerk in future be ten dollars per
annum.

Adjourned to meet at 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

3 d’clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment. P. P. S Q. S.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last session be read.

The committee appointed to draught a commission for the missionaries sent
this year to the frontiers by the General Assembly, made a report, which was
approved, and is as follows, viz :

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of
Anmerica, now sitting at Carlisle, do hereby appoint the bearer hereof, the
Rev. . . .. . . ., minister of the gospel in the congregationof . . . .. .. 9
and in good and regular standing with this church, to be their missionary to
certain frontiers of this country, for the time and purposes hereafter specified ;
that is to say, he is to set out on his mission on the 15th day of June next,
or as near to that time as possible, and to continue employed in the business
of his mission for the space of four months. He is to begin his tour of ser-
vice at the eastern allotment, (Kayadorosseras,) in the state of New York,
and proceed from thence to the north-west frontiers of Pennsylvania, and the
west and south-west frontiers of New York, as far as the settlements in those
quarters extend, and to return through the same country by a different route,
and visit the settlements on the lakes Champlain and George. [The fore-
going description of a route is to be inserted in the commissions of Mr.
McDonald and Mr. Austin, but the description for Mr. Grier is to be as follows :]
To begin at Northumberland in the state of Pennsylvania, and proceed from
thence up the west branch of the Susquehanna river as far as the scttlements
extend, then traverse the country till he arrive at Tioga point, thence up the
Chemung to the Cayuga lake, or wherever he may fall into the route of the
other missionaries. In fulfilling his duty as a missionary, he is to preach the
gospel in season and out of season, and be diligent in catechizing and in-
structing youth in the general principles of religion wherever he goes; to
insist on the doctrines of grace, and establish the people as much as possible
in the fundamental truths of the gospel ; to preach generally in an evangelical
and practical strain, and in families to seck and embrace the opportunities
of conversing on religious subjects. He is to attempt to organize churches
wherever it may be practicable, and to give the necessary information on
church government and discipline. He is to be particular in his inquiries
respecting the relative state of the religious denominations wherever he may
happen to pass; to keep a distinct journal of his progress, and to make re-
port to the next General Assembly.

Signed by order of the General Assembly,
e Moderator.

On motion, .

Resolved, That the river Potomac be the boundary line between the Synods
of Philadelphia and Virginia, except the congregation of Alexandria, which
shall belong to the Synod of Philadelphia.

Ordered, That Mr. Monteith supply the pulpit at Elizabeth Town the first
Sabbath in July ; Mr. Faitoute the second Sabbath in July; Dr. Witherspoon
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the third Sabbath in July; Dr. Smith, of Princeton, the fourth Sabbath in
July ; Mr. John B. Smith the fifth Subbath in July; and that the Presbytery
of New York, at their meeting on the last Tuesday of June, do take mea-
sures to supply the pulpit at Elizabeth Town, the whole remaining Sabbaths,
during which Mr. Austin shall be absent on his mission, except the last Sab-
bath of September, on which Dr. Green is appointed tosupply. Mr. Gilbert
Snowden was appointed to supply Mr. McDonald’s pulpit for six Sabbaths ;
Dr. McKnight for three Sabbaths; Mr. Monteith for five Sabbaths; and Mr.
William Smith, of New Castle Presbytery, for three Sabbaths. Dr. Wither-
spoon was appointed to supply Mr. Snowden’s pulpit the third Sabbath in
June; Dr. S. 8. Smith the fourth Sabbath of the same month; Mr. Wood-
hull the first Sabbath in July; Mr. Grant the third, Mr. Clark the second,
and Mr. Hanna the fourth Sabbath of that month. Mr. Nathan Woodhull
was appointed to supply Dr. McKnight's pulpit the fifth Sabbath in July ; Mr.
J. B. Smith the first Sabbath in August,and Dr. McWhorter the second Sab-
bath in August. Mr. Irwin, of Philadelphia Presbytery, was appointed to
supply Mr. Monteith’s pulpit the third Sabbath in August ; Mr. Irwin’s pulpit
to be supplied at the same time by Mr. Hunter. Mr. William Boyd to supply
for Mr. Monteith the fourth Sabbath of August; Mr. Rue the first Sabbath in
September ; Mr. James Boyd the second Sabbath, and Mr. Armstrong the
third Sabbath of the same month. Dr. Robert Smith was appointed to sup-
ply Mr. William Smith’s pulpit the fourth Sabbath in September ; Mr. Grier
the fifth Sabbath of the same month, and Mr. McCriery the first Sabbath of
October.

The Janitor produced a bill of 3/ 15s. 9d., for attendance upon and ex-
penses incurred on account of the General Assembly, which was accepted.

Ordered, That the Treasurer pay the same.

Dr. Green, Mr. John B. Smith, und Isaac Snowden, Esq., were appointed
a committee to make extracts from the minutes for publication, and to have
one thousand copies published, and sent to the different Presbyteries as soon
as possible.

Ordered, That the Treasurer transmit fifty copies of the Confession of
Faith to Albany, to be distributed by the missionaries among the inhabitants
on the frontiers.

Resolved, That the next General Assembly meet in the Second Presbyte-
rian church, in the city of Philadelphia, on the third Thursday in May, 1793,
at 11 o’clock, A. M. Concluded with prayer.

BUMMARY FOR 1792,
Sy~op oF NEw YOrRK AND NEW JERSEY.
Presbyteries. Ministers settled. Without charge. Licentiates. Vacant churches.

Albany, 4 3 2 19
Dutchess, 4 1 4
Long Island, 8 4 1 5
New York, 19 3 ] ik
New Brunswick, 12 3 4 10
SyNoD oF PuiLADELPHIA.
Philadelphia, 11 2 5 9
New Castle, 15 1 4 5
Carlisle, 22 4 3 19
Lewes, 5 6

Baltimore. No Report.

* The Rev. Dr. Hugh Knox, of this Presbytery, died at St. Croix, Oatober, 1790,
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Sy~xop oF VIRGINIA.

Presbyteries.  Munisters settled. Without charge. Licensiates. Vacant churches.
Hanover, 1 2 8
Redstone, 12 24
Lexington, 10 1 6
Traosylvania. No report.

Synop oF THE CAROLINAS.

Orange, 10 1 9 24
Soath Carolina, 10 3 2 38
Abingdon. No report.
Total, 152 25 34 182
————ee
1793.

Prrvaperpnia, May 16¢h, 1793.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of
Anwerica met, agreeably to appointment, in the Second Presbyterian church,
in the city of Philadelphia, and was opened by the Rev. Dr. King, the last
year’s Moderator, with a sermon from 2 Cor. v. 18 : ¢ And all things are of
God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to
us the ministry of reconciliation.”

Ordered, That the commissions of the members present be delivered to the
Stated Clerk, and that he prepare a list of the commissioners, to be presented
in the afternoon.

By order of the General Assembly, the commissions of the members pre-
sent were publicly read, agreeably to the order of the constitution, were
found substantially coincident with form, and were accordingly accepted as
valid.

Adjourned till 8 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

3 d'clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met agreeably to adjournment, and constituted
with prayer.

The Clerk, according to order, delivered in a list of the commissioners pre-
sent at the opening of the Assembly, which is as follows, viz :

1. PrRESBYTERY OF LONG IsLAND—Ministers—Messrs. Herman Daggett,
and George KFaitoute. Elder—Mr. Benjamin Thursten.

2. PRESBYTERY OF DUTCHESS— Minister—Mr. Benjamin Judd. Elders—
None.

3. PRESBYTERY OF NEW YORK—Ministers—Dr. John Rodgers, Messrs.
John Close, Andrew King, and Benjamin Woodruff. Elders—DMessrs. James
Hunter, Peter Ryker, and Matthew Freeman.

4. PRESBYTERY OF ALBANY—Minister—Mr. John Warford. Elder—
Mr. Edward Savage.

5. PRESBYTERY OF NEW BRUNsWICK— Ministers—Messrs. John Wood-
hull, Ira Condict, and Joseph Rue. Elders—Messrs. John Morehead and
Samuel Keunedy.

6. PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA— Ministers—Messrs. Nathaniel Irwin,
Isaac Foster and John Gemmil. E/ders—Messrs. Isaac Harris and Elijah
Clark.

7. PRESBYTERY OF NEW CASTLE— Ministers—Messrs. James Latta and
Nathsniel W. Semple. Elders—Messrs. George McIlvain and John Fleming.

8. PRESBYTERY OF CARLISLE— Ministers—Messrs. John Craighead, John
Linn, James Johnson, John King, and Thomas McPherrin. Elders—M essrs.
Samuel Laird and Elias Davidson.
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9. PRESBYTERY OF BALTIMORE—Minister—Dr. James Muir. Elders
—None.

10. PreEsBYTERY OF LEWEs—None.

11. PrEsBYTERY OF REDSTONE—Ministers—Messrs. James Hughes and
Jacob Jennings. [Elders—None.

12. PresBYTERY OF HANOVER—None.

13. PRESBYTERY OF LEXINGTON—Minister—Mr. Moses Hoge. Elders
—None.

14. PRESBYTERY OF ORANGE—None.

15. PresBYTERY oF SoutH CaroriNa—None.

16. PRESBYTERY OF ABINGDON—NoDe.

17. PrEsBYTERY OF TRANSYLVANIA—None.

The General Assembly proceeded to the choice of a Moderator, and the
Rev. James Latta was elected to that office.

On motion, Resolved, That it be considered as the right of every member
of the Assembly to vote for a clerk who is not a member of the body.

The Assembly proceeded to the election of their clerks, when Mr. Na-
thaniel Irwin and Dr. Ashbel Green were duly chosen.

The Rev. Dr. Jonathan Edwards and the Rev. Mr. Matthias Burnet, from
the General Association of the State of Connecticut, appeared in the Assem-
bly, produced an extract from the records of that Association, whereby it
appeared that the convention between that Asrociation and the General As-
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United Statcs of America had been
ratified on their part, and that these gentlemen, with the Rev. Dr. Timothy
Dwight, were appointed, agreeably to an article of said convention, to sit in
this Assembly. Whereupon, Dr. Edwards and Mr. Burnet were admitted
as members, and took their seats accordingly.

The following members were appointed a Committee of Bills and Over-
tures, viz : ministers, Messrs. Faitoute, Judd, Warford, Condict, Gemmil,
MecPherrin, Muir, Hughes, and Hoge ; elders, Messrs. Freemuu, Savage,
Mecllvain, Davidson, and Kennedy.

Ordered, That this committee meet in this place to-morrow morning at 6
o’clock, and afterwards on their own adjournments.

By order, The minutes of the General Assembly of the last year were
read.

Mr. Peter Leslie, the sexton of this church, was appointed janitor during
the sessions of this Assembly.

Ordered, That Messrs. King, Craighead, and Laird, be a committee to
examine the records of the Synod of New York and New Jersey, and that
Messrs. Woodhull, King, and Ryker, be a committee to examine the records
of the Synod of Philadelphia.

Ordered, That Messrs. Woodhull and Clark be a committee to examine the
accounts of the Treasurer.

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Concluded with prayer.

May 17th,—9 o'clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met agreeably to adjournment, and constituted
with prayer. :

The following gentlemen appeared and produced their commissions, which
were read, and they were admitted as members, viz: Rev. Messrs. Drury
Lacy, from the Presbytery of Hanover; John Rankin, and Jacob Ker, from
the Presbytery of Lewes; Dr. Patrick Alison, from the Presbytery of Balti-
more ; and Mr. James Power, from the Presbytery of Redstone ; together with
the elders, Christopher Johunson, from the Presbytery of Baltimore, and
Joshua Jennings, from the Presbytery of New York. Mr. William Morris,
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an elder, from the Presbytery of Lewes, was admitied as a member, though
he had neglected to bring his commission, as it appeared from the records of
the Presbytery, which were present, that he was duly appointed.

By order, The minutes of the last sitting were read.

The Rev. John McDonnel, who was appointed a missionary by the last
General Assembly, transmitted a letter to this Assembly, inclosing a narra-
tive of the fulfilment of bis mission; which letter with the inclosures was
read. A similar report from Mr. Isaac Grier, a probationer under the care
of the Presbytery of Carlisle, who was appointed to a like mission by the last
Assembly, was also brought in and read.

On motion, Ordered, that Messrs. Lacy and Hoge be a committee to bring
in a written account of the measures which have been adopted by the Synod
of Virginia for sending missionaries to the frontier inhabitants and vacant
congregations within their bounds, and the manner in which these missions
have been executed.

Ordered, That Dr. Alison, with Messrs. Lacy, Hoge, Ker, and Warford,
be a committee to examine the reports and narratives of the missionaries of
the General Assembly of last year, which have been submitted to this house,
and such other communications, of a similar nature, as shall be made, and
report thereon on Monday morning next.

It appeared that the Rev. David Austin, who was appointed a missionary
by the Assembly of last year, had not fulfilled the mission assigned him.
His excuse for this failure was read and accepted.

An inquiry was instituted respecting the progress which has been made
by the different Presbyteries, under the superintendence of the General As-
sembly, in regard to the collection of materials for a history of the Presby-
terian Church ; when it appeared that none of the Presbyteries were prepared
to make a final report on that subject, but that most of them had made very
considerable progress in it, and were diligently employed in endeavouring
to bring it to a satisfactory issue; whereupon,

Ordered, That Presbyteries continue their attention to this important object,
and, if possible, make a final report to the Assembly of next year.

Ordered, Moreover, that Dr. Rodgers and Mr. Woodhull, be a committee
to dranght a letter to the Presbyteries of Orange, South Carolina, Abingdon,
and Transylvania, which may inform them of the order of Assembly on this
point, and urge their attention to it.

Adjourned till 8 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

3 o'clock, P. M.

The Assembly met agreeably to adjournment and constituted with prayer.
Members present as before.

By order, the minutes of the last sitting were read.

Ordered, That a vote be taken to-morrow morning for three commissioners
to attend the General Association of Connecticut, and that the members come
prepared to give in their ballots for that purpose.

Drs. Rodgers, Smith, and Green, were appointed a Committee of Corres-
pondence, agreeably to a plan of union agreed upon between this Assembly
and the General Association of Connecticut. On motion,

Ordered, That the Stated Clerk furnish the delegates from the General As-
sociation of Connecticut, now attending this body, with an attested copy of
the record of the last General Assembly, appointing a standing committee of
this body to certify the good character of ministers travelling from the bounds
of the General Assembly into those of the General Association of Connec-
ticut.

The General Assembly of last year having ordered the different Presby-

9



66 MINUTES OF THE [1798.

teries to report to this Assembly lists of their mewbers, according to seniority
in the ministry, the Assembly proceeded to inquire for the Presbyterial re-
ports on this subject; when it appeared that the Presbyteries had geuerally
taken order thereon, but for want of time, and by reason of other circum-
stances, the lists were not completed. Whereupou,

Ordered, That the Presbyteries continue their diligent attention to this
object, and make return to the next Generul Assembly.

A letter was received and read from Mr. Mitchell, one of the members of a
committee appointed by the Assembly of 1792, to revise and prepare for pub-
lication an edition of the Confession of Faith, Catechisms, and Form of Go-
vernment and Discipline of this Church, informing this Assembly, that con-
siderable progress had been made in the busiuess, but that it was still incom-
plete. Whereupon, the business was recommitted, and the Moderator added to
the committee in the place of the Rev. Dr. Robert Smith deceased, and they
were directed to report to the Assembly in 1794.*

The Rev. John Craighead, a missionary appointed by the last Assembly,
gave in a narrative of his labours in consequence of that appointment.

The Rev. Dr. Dwight, one of the delegates from the General Association
of Connecticut, appeared in the Assembly and took his seat.

The Assembly called for the reports of the Presbyteries relative to a point
on which their opinion was required by the last Assembly, viz: “ Whether
it would be proper to extend the time necessary for young men to apply to
the study of divinity, before they be taken on trials, to three years at least I’
When it appeared that a considerable majority of the Presbyteries had given
it as their opinion that the time of study ought not to be extended.

® The Rev. the General Assembly.
Upper Octorara, May 14th, 1798.

Rev. Fatuers aAND BretnREN—The task assigned the Rev. Doctor Robert Snith,
Mr. Grier, and myself, b{ the last General Assembly of our Church, was divided by
your committec in the following manner, Doctor Smith undertook to adduce Scripture
testimony in proof of the Larger Catechism, Mr. Grier the Shorter, and Mr. Mitchell
the Confession of Faith and Church Government. Doctor Siith’s remove from serving
any longer in the Church militant, has left his part unfinished, and uncorrected, (if cor-
rection it requires.) I send his manuscripts, and the printed book, which was the Doc-
tor's property. Mr. Grier will inform the Rev. the General Assembly, what progress he
has madec on his part. Your correspondent has completed the proofs for the Confession
of Fuith, and made some progress on Church Government, the first twelve chapters; but
a severe pain in my right arm, attended with a paralysis in my hand, prevented me from
finishing what I had inconsiderately undertaken. I hope I shall not tire nor repent of
any poor service I may be called to perform to the Church of Christ; but this was a
herculean labour for the time assigned to do it in.

The General Assembly will perceive my method, which was to mention the chapter
in the Confession, with its title and the several sections it contains ; then insert the small
letters of the Roman alphabet in the printed copy, and these serve to direet to those texts
of Scripture adduced to prove the subject, or any part of it where they are placed.
Those texts that appear to me to be most adequate and suitable to the design, I have
wrote out in full. Where I have viewed them as scrving cither as parallel, or corrobo-
rating, I have only set down book, chapter and verse in figures. There may be Lapsus
Penne, which can be corrected when reviewed and examined. But these with many
other things I submit to the Assembly’s correction and inspection.  Had it been pardon-
able, I should have taken the liberty to have altered some of the terms and phrascology
in our translation, as more correspondent to the original; but to depart from established
customs in religious matters is dangerous, I would also have abridged the proofs; but
this would have raised a clamour among the pcople at large, that we had departed from
the ancient faith.  The printed copy belongs to the General Assembly, and accompanies
my manuscript papers, together with the Scripture proofs on Church Government. May
the great Head of the Church, the Lord Jesus Christ, be in the midst of you, to direct
and assist you in all your consultations and dcliberations for His glory and the prosperity
of Zion, go prays your brother in the Gospcl of Christ. A. MirrcHELL.
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The committee appointed to saperintend the dispersion of the Confession of
Faith, &c., of this church, made report. Whereupon,

Ordered, That said committee be dismissed, and that the final settlement
of this concern be committed to the Treasurer of the Assembly.

In consequence of a representation from the Synod of New York,

Resolved, That the order of last year, which directs that in the Presby-
terial reports the catalogue of the congregations should be made ¢ according
to seniority,” be repealed.

Through the Committee of Overtures an appeal was brought in from a deci-
sion of the Synod of New York and New Jersey, by certain persons of the
congregation of Morris-Town, in regard to the Rev. Aaron C. Collins, pastor
of said congregation. Whereupon, the consideration of said appeal was made
the order of the day for to-morrow.

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Concluded with prayer.

. Saturday, 9 o'clock, A. M.

The Assembly met, and constituted with prayer. Present as before.

By order, The minutes of the last sitting were read.

According to order, the vote was taken for members to represent this As-
sembly in the General Association of the State of Connecticut, when it ap-
ffared that the Rev. Dr. John Rodgers, of the Presbytery of New York, the

ev. John Woodhull, of the Presbytery of New Brunswick, the Rev. Aaron
‘Woolworth, of the Presbytery of Long Island, were duly elected to that office :
whereupon,

Ordered, That the Stated Clerk furnish the aforesaid gentlemen with an
attested copy of the minute of this proceeding, which shall be their sufficient
warrant for appearing as the representatives of this Assembly in the General
Association of Connecticut.

Ordered, That the expenses of these gentlemen in attending on the busi-
ness assigned them be defrayed by this Assembly.

Agreeably to appointment, the committee from the Synod of Virginia read
a narrative of the proceedings of that Synod in the appointment of mission-
aries to preach on the frontiers and among the vacant congregations within
their bounds, and of the manner in which these missions have been carried
into effect.

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Assembly took into consideration
the subject of an appeal from the decision of the Synod of New York and
New Jersey, by certain persons in the congregation of Morris-Town, in the
case of Mr. Collins ; and after hearing the parties fully,

Ordered, That Dr. Edwards, Dr King, and Dr. Muir be a committee to
draw up and offer to the house, on Monday morning next, the draught of a
minute, which may express, agreeably to their opinion, the determination
which the Assembly ought to adopt relative to this subject.

Adjourned till Monday morning, 9 o’clock. Coocluded with prayer.

Monday morning, 9 o’clock.
b The Assembly met, and constituted with prayer. Members present as
efore.

By order, The minutes of the last sitting were read.

The committee appointed to lay before the Assembly on Monday morning
a draught of a minute, expressive of their opinion relative to the determina.
tion which ought to be formed in regard to an appeal from the decision of the
Synod of New York, in the case of Mr. Collins, by certain persons of the
congregation of Morris-Town, offered to present their report, but the reception
of it was deferred.
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A petition was presented to the Assembly, through the Committee of Bills
and Overtures, in&ehalf of the widow and children of the late Rev. John Car-
michael, praying the Assembly to recommend it to the Corporation for the
Relief of Poorand Distressed Presbyterian Ministers, their Widows and Chil-
dren, to give Mrs. Carmichael relief : whereupon,

Ordered, That Dr. King, Messrs. Warford and Semple, and Dr. Samuel
Kennedy, be a committee to consider this petition, and report thereon in the
afternoon.

Mr. Christopher Johnson requested leave of absence for two days, which
was granted.

The Assembly took into consideration the report of the committee on an
appeal from a decision of the Synod of New York and New Jersey, in the
case of Mr Aaron C. Collins, and after mature deliberation thereon, resolved
as follows :

1. That the decision of the Synod, as founded on the evidence and the cir-
cumstances which were presented to them at the time, was proper, and is
therefore confirmed.

2. That as new evidence, apparently of an important kind, has been
alleged on this case since the decision of the Synod, it is proper that a new
trial be instituted thereon.

8. That as the present case originated within the bounds of the Consociated
Churches of the State of Connecticut, the Assembly do refer the whole case
of Mr. Collins to the General Association of the said State, that they may
direct to a full investigation ; and it is

Ordered, That all the proceedings had upon this affair, both before the
Presbytery of New York and the Synod of New York and New Jersey, toge-
ther. with all evidence and other documents that can be obtained relating
thereto, be sent, by the delegates from the Geuneral Assembly, to the General
Association. And,

4. That the Stated Clerk furnish to the said delegates an aunthentic extract,
from the records of this house, of all the proceedings had upon this case be-
fore the General Assembly.*

The committee appointed to examine the narratives of the missionaries
under the direction of the General Assembly last year, made their report,
which was considered, and the Assembly, thereupon, determined, that the
missionaries deserve approbation for the diligence with which their missions
have been executed ; that they are, also, happy to observe, that the measures
pursued have, in several instances, been attended with manifest success ; and
that the missions under the direction of the Synod of Virginia appear to have
been conducted with great judgment. The Assembly farther directed, for
the present year, that three missionaries be appointed to itinerate among the
frontier settlements, from the State of New York to the East branch of the
Susquehanna inclusive, for four months, to commence the first day of June
next, of whom one, at least, to be an ordained minister; that the sum of 33%
dollars per month, be allowed to each missionary for his services, including
what he may receive from the people among whom he shall Jabour, and that
fifty dollars, in part thereof, be advanced to each missionary before he sets
out; that the missionaries be directed to report to the next General Assembly
a faithful and particular narrative of the fulfilment of their mission, in which
they will confine themselves to the objects specified in the order of 1790,
observing great caution in what they offer respecting other denominations.

On inquiry, it appeared that the Synod of New York and New Jersey had

* This case was one of alleged immorality.



1793.] GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 69 -

recommended to the Assembly the Rev. Benjamin Judd, and the Rev. Ira
Condict, as suitable persons to be employed as missionaries to the frontiers.
It also appeared that Mr. William Spear, a probationer under the care of the
Presbytery of Carlisle, was willing to spend two months in the character of
a missionary. Whercupon the Assembly did, and do hereby appoint the above
mentioned gentlemen to be their missionaries for the present year, and

Ordered, That they conform themselves to the instructions contained in
the preceding minute, and receive the compensation there specified.

The following question was offered to the Assembly by the Stated Clerk,
viz: Is it the opinion of the Assembly that the reports of the Synods should
be entered, as heretofore, on the records of the house, or not? Whereupon
it was determined that those reports should be entered as heretofore.

On motion,

Resolved, That the following clause in a resolution passed by the General
Assembly of 1792, respecting the reports of Presbyteries, be rescinded, viz :
¢ The state of religious denominations among them.”

The Synod of New York and New Jersey made the following report to
the Assembly, viz:

“The Synod of New York and New Jersey report to the General Assem-
bly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, agrecably to
their direction, in a letter dated May 25th, 1789, that the Synod consists of
five Presbyteries—Albany, Dutchess, Long Island, New York, and New
Brunswick.

1. That the Presbytery of Albany consists of eight ministers, five of whom
have pastoral charges, and three have not charges. They have eight vacant
congregations, able each to support a minister ; six, in their present united
state, able to support three ministers, and nine not yet able. They have two
licentiates. One of their members was removed by death, July 14th, 1792,
as appears by their report to Synod, No. 1.

2. That the Presbytery of Dutchess consists of six ministers, four of whom
have pastoral charges, and two have not charges. They have two vacant
congregations, able each to support a minister, and three not yet able, as ap-
pears by their report to Synod, No. 2.

8. That the Presbytery of Long Island consists of thirteen ministers, nine
of whom have pastoral charges, and four have not charges. They have four
vacant congregations, able each to support a minister. They have two licen-
tiates under their care. One licentiate was removed by death, May 5th,
1792, as appears by their report to the Synod, No. 3.

4. That the Presbytery of New York consists of twenty-two ministers,
nineteen of whom have pastoral charges. One has the care of the academy
at Hackensack, and two have not charges. They have four vacant congre-
gations, able each to support a minister, and four, in their present united
state, are able to support two ministers, and two not yet able. They have
five licentiates under their care, as appears by their report to the Synod,
No. 4.

5. That the Presbytery of New Brunswick consists of sixteen ministers,
thirteen of whom have pastoral charges; two are employed in the college at
Princeton, and one has the charge of a Congregational church in Georgia.
They have one vacant congregation able to support a minister; two, in their
present uuited state, are able to support one minister, and four not yet able.
They have one licentiate under their care. One of their members was re-
moved by death, January 12th, 1792, as appears by their report to the Sy-
nod, No. 5.

JouN RopaErs, Stated Clerk.
New York, October 17tk, 1792.”
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The Synod of Philadelphia made the following report to the Assembly, viz:

“ October 18th, 1792.

The Synod of Philadelphia report to the General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church in the United States of America, that the Syuod cousists of
five Presbyteries, viz: Philadelphia, New Castle, Carlisle, Lewes, and Balti-
more.

1. Philadelphia Presbytery consists of fourteen miunisters, thirteen of whom
have charges. They have three licentiates. Six vacancies, two of which
are able to support a minister, and four not able. They have received the
Rev. John B. Smith, from the Presbytery of Hanover, and installed him pastor
of the third Presbyterian church in the city of Philadelphia. They have
ordained Mr. John Gemmil, and installed him pastor of the united congrega-
tions of Great Valley, Charleston, and West Chester ; and Mr. Abijah Davis
Ea.stor of the church at Cape May. The Rev. John Symonton was removed

y death, October 21st, 1791 ; and the Rev. James Grier, November 19th,
1791. All of which will appear by their report to the Synod, No. 1.

2. New Castle Presbytery consists of fourteen ministers, all of whom have
charges. They have two licentiates. They have seven vacancies, three of
which, in connection, can support a minister; two others, in connection, are
able to support a minister ; and the remaining two, connected, are also able.
They have, during the past year, dismissed the Rev. James Munro, who
informs them that he is settled in Nova Scotia. The Rev. Thomas Smith
was removed by death, January 25th, 1792. They have dismissed William
Paxton, one of their probationers, to put bimself under the care of the Pres-
bytery of Carlisle. All of which will appear by their report to Synod, No. 2.

3. Carlisle Presbytery consists of twenty-five ministers, of whom twenty-
one have pastoral charges, and four have not charges. Their vacancies are
sixteen ; two are able each to support a minister; three, in conucction, are
able ; and also three others, united, are able. They have five licentiates.
During the past year they have licensed Messrs. John Boyd, Samuel Mahon,
and Isaac Grier; and dismissed Mr. Samuel Mahon to put himsclf under the
care of Redstone Presbytery. They have received Mr. William Paxton from
the Presbytery of New Castle, and ordained him as pastor of the uuited con-
gregations of Lower Marsh Creek and Tom’s Creck. The Rev. Hugh Vance
was removed by death, December 81st, 1791; and the Rev. John Elder,
July, 1792.  All of which will appear by their report to the Synod, No. 3.

4. Baltimore Presbytery consists of eight ministers, six of whom have
charges. They have three vacancies, none of which are able to support a
minister. They have two candidates—which will appear by their report to
the Synod, No. 4.

5. Lewes Presbytery; from which the Synod has received no report.

The Synod of Virginia made the following report to the Assembly, viz :

¢ The Synod of Virginia report, that they consist of four Presbyteries,
viz: Hanover, Redstone, Lexington, and Transylvania, which stand as re-
ported last year, except the following alterations :

1. The Presbytery of Hanover have dismissed two of their members; the
Rev. John B. Smith, to join the Presbytery of Philadelphia, and the Rev.
Nash Le Grand, to join the Presbytery of Lexington. They have also li-
censed and ordained Mr. James Turner, and have licensed William Calhoon
and Moses Waddell, and received and licensed Mr. Williamson.

2. Of the Presbytery of Redstone the Rev. Joseph Smith has been removed
by death, on the 14th of April, 1792. They have reccived the Rev. Jacob
Jennings, from the Low Dutch Church, and the Rev. Thomas Cooley, from
Great Britain, upon trials, until the next meeting of the Synod of Vir-




1793.] GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 1

ginia. They have licensed two candidates, George Hill and William Swan.
They have taken on trials three candidates, David Smith, Thomas Marquis,
and Boyd Mercer.

3. The Presbytery of Lexington have received the Rev. Nash Le Grand,
from Hanover Presbytery. They have received Mr. William Hill, a licen-
tiate, from the same Presbytery, and ordained him to the whole work of the
ministry in Charlestown and Hopewell. They have received Mr. Joseph Cald-
well, a licentiate from the Presbytery of Carlisle. They have licensed to

reach the everlasting gospel Messrs. Archibald Alexander, Benjamin Grigsby,

fatthew Lyle, Thomas Poage, John Campbell, and Matthew Houston, and
taken on trials Mr. Adam Freeman. The churches of Timber-Ridge and Ox-
ford have formed a collegiate connection with the church of New Monmouth
and Lexington. By an order of the General Assembly they have added to
their care the churches of Carmel, Martinsburgh, Tuscarora, Back-Creek,
Falling-Waters, Charlestown, and Hopewell.

4. From the Presbytery of Transylvania—No report.

WiLLiam GrRaEaM, C. 8. V.”

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

Three o'clock, P. M.

The Assembly met and constituted with prayer. Members present as be-
fore. :

By order, the minutes of the last sitting were read.

The committee appointed to examine the records of the Synod of New
York and New Jersey, made report, and the book was approved to the 47th

age. '

d The credentials of a certain Mr. Cooley, who had claimed communion as
a Presbyterian minister with the Synod of Virginia, were, by order of that
Synod, laid before the Assembly, for their opinion respecting the authenticity
of said credentials. On examining the testimonials, the Assembly found so
many instances of informality and appearances of forgery in them, and
received such various accounts to the disadvantage of the character of Mr.
Cooley, that they were unanimously of opinion that the said Mr. Cooley
ought not to be received as a minister in good standing with this body.

A petition from the congregations of Tuscarora and Falling-Waters, pray-
ing to be reunited to the Presbytery of Carlisle, was laid before the Assem-
bly and read. On the question, Shall the prayer of said petition be granted ?
it was determined in the affirmative, and the said churches were, accordingly,
placed under the care and direction of the Presbytery of Carlisle.

Messrs. Ker and Rankin, the commissioners to this Assembly from the
Presbytery of Lewes, in behalf and by the order of the said Presbytery, ap-
plied to the Assembly and remonstrated against a decision of the last Assem-
bly, in the case of Mr. Hindman, in which they conceive the Presbytery of
Lewes is virtually condemned, without their having had an opportunity of
defending themselves, which they conceive they could readily have done.

After considerable discussion, it was

Resolved, As the sense of this house, that no man or body of men, agree-
ably to the constitution of this Church, ought to be condemned or censured,
without having notice of the accusation against him or them, and notice given
for ¢rial. And, therefore, that if the General Assembly of last year meant,
by the minute in question, to pass a censure on the Presbytery of Lewes, it
was informal.

Dr. Muir had leave of absence during the rest of the sessions of this As-
sembly.

Adjourned till 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning. Concluded with prayer
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May 21st, 9 o'clock, A. M.

The Assembly met, and constituted with prayer. Members present as
before.

By order, the minutes of the last sitting were read.

The committee appointed on the petition of the executors of Mr. Carmi-
chael, deceased, and the guardians of his children, reported, That in their
opinion the General Assembly ought to use their influence with the corpora-
tion of the Widows’ Fund in favour of the petitioners ; and at the same time
the committee presented a draught of a letter, to be sent by this Assembly to
said corporation : whereupon,

Ordered, That the report of said eommittee be accepted, and that a eopy of
the offered letter, signed by the Moderator, be sent to the corporation of the
Widows’ Fund this afternoon.

The committee appointed to make an arrangement for supplying the pul-
pit of Mr. Condict, who has been appointed on a mission to the frontiers,
made report, and thereupon the Assembly

Ordered, That the 2d Sabbath of June, Mr. Durham supply at Newton ;
the 3d Sabbath of June, Mr. W. Boyd at Hardwick ; the 4th Sabbath of June,
Mr. Peter Wilson at Shappennack ; the 5th Sabbath of June, Mr. Rue at New-
ton, and that his pulpit be supplied the same day by Mr James Boyd : That
the 1st Sabbath of July, Mr. Rue supply at Hardwick; the 2d Sabbath of
July, Mr. Grant at Newton ; the 3d Sabbath of July, Mr. Snowden at Hard-
wick ; the 4th Sabbath of July, Mr. Hanoa at Shappennack ; the 1st Sabbath
of August, Mr. Carle at Newton; the 2d Sabbath of August, Mr. Carle at
Hardwick, aud that his pulpit be supplied the same day by Mr. White : That
the 3d Sabbath of August, Mr. L. Fordham supply at Newton ; the 4th Sab-
bath of August, Mr. Joline at Hardwick ; the 1st Sabbath of September, Mr.
Peppard at Shappennack ; the 2d Sabbath of September, Mr. Hilliard at New-
ton ; the 3d Sabbath of September, Mr. N. Ker at Hardwick ; the 4th Sab-
bath of September, Mr. Freeman at Newton; and the 5th Sabbath of the
same month at Hardwick ; and that Mr. King supply Mr. Freeman’s pulpit
on one of the Sabbaths during which he shall be absent.

The committee appointed to examine the Treasurer’s accounts made their
report, which was accepted and approved, and is as follows, viz :

¢“The committee appointed to examine the Treasurer's accounts report,
that they have executed that duty, and find that there was a balance of 148/,
5s. 3d. in his hands at the settlement in May last ; that he has since received
22{. 14s. 4d. for 107 books sold by him; 17/ 12s. 6d. of Dr. Rodgers and
Mr. Armstrong for books in their hands; 116/ 9s. 11d. by collections for the
support of missionaries; and of Mr. Austin, 18/. 5s. for money advanced to
him; the whole amounting to the sum of 323l 17s. and, farther, that he
has paid 96L 17s. 6d. to the missionaries, (including money paid to Mr.
Austin,) 6/. 11s. 8d. to sundry persons, per order; aud that there remains
in his hands a balance of 220!. 8s. 3d. in favour of the General Assembly.
JonN WOODHULL,
ELiiam Crark.”
A remonstrance* was presented by the Synod of New York and New Jer-

* The following is the remonstrance referred to, and is here inserted to show the in-
terpretation of the Constitution upon which the Synod acted.

To the General Assembly of the Preshyterian Church, to sit in Philadelphia on the third
Thursday of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and nin:ty
three, the memorial and remonstrance of the Synod of New York and New Jersey,
respectfully showeth,

That they conceive their rights to be affected by a censure which the Assembly sitting
in Carlisle in May last passcd on a resolution of the Synod, wherein the Synod declare,
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sey against a decision of the Assembly of last year, by which they determine
that “it is unconstitutional for the Synod of New York and New Jersey to
enact that,in future, candidates who have the gospel ministry in view shall be
required to attend to the study of divinity at least three years before licen-
sure.”

Whereupon, it was moved, That this Assembly reconsider the above deci-
sion—which was agreed to. And whereas it appeared that there was no ap-
{)ointment made by the Synod of New York and New Jersey of any particu-
ar persons to advocate their cause, the Assembly, desirous to receive all the
light they can on the subjeot,

Resolved, That every member of that Synod who may be present shall have
liberty to offer what he may think necessary for or against the remonstrance ;
at the same time it was

Resolved, That this act of the Assembly ought not to be used as a prece-
dent.

The members of the Synod who were present having been fully heard, the
Assembly

Adjourned till 3 ¢’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

8 o'clock, P. M.

The Assembly met and constituted with prayer. Members present as be-
fore.

By order, The minutes of the last sitting were read.

The Assembly resumed the consideration of the remonstrance from the
Synod of New York and New Jersey ; when a motion was made and second-
ed, as follows, viz :

¢ Resolved, As the sense of this house, that the decision of the last Gene-
ral Assembly, which is the subject of complaint, ought not to be altered.”

On the question to agree to the above motion, it was unanimously deter-
mioed in the affirmative.

The committee appointed by the General Assembly of last year for corre-
spondence with the General Association of the Stute of Counecticut, presented
the following communication from said Association, which was ordered to be
entered on the records of the house, viz:

« At a meeting of the General Association of the State of Connecticut, at

that, according to the existing constitution of the Presbyterian Church in Amcrica, they
are compcetent, within their own limits, to extend the period of studying theology, before
a candidate shall be licensed to preach the gospel, beyond the term of two yeurs.

The constitution recommends that that term be at least two years, throughout the
whole body of the Presbyterian Church, subject to the jurisdiction of the Assenbly. It
is evidently a provision againsta precipitate introduction of unqualificd men into the holy
office of the ministry, limited on one side, so that the period be not abridged, cxcept in ex-
traordinary cases, but left open on the other, so that it may be enlarged, when circun.
stances render it expedient, within the jurisdiction of any Presbytery or Synod of our
Church. The Synod consider that the spirit of the rcgulation, as well as the obvious
construction of language, vindicate their proceedings had on the subject.

Inasmuch, therefore, as there is no cxplicit regulation of the constitution, or of the As-
sembly, existing, by which the term of study, necessary for candidates before they shall
be licensed to preach the gospel, is absolutely confined to two years, and they hope no
such rcgulations ever will exist ; the Synod do wish to maintain their right, and they re-
monstrate against the apprehended breach of their privileges in that censure passed by
the Assembly, and ordered to be inserted on the Synod book.

That the God of all grace may ever direct the proceedings of the Assembly, and crown
them with his blcssing, is the humble and ﬁzrven:}])rayer of your memorialists.

igned by order of the Synod.

New York, October 19th, 1792.”
10

Anprew King, Moderator.
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the house of the Rev. Mark Leavenworth, in Waterbury, on the third Tues-
day of June, A. D. 1792. The Association then proceeded to consider and
did approve of the doings of the Committees from the Assembly of the Pres-
byterian churches in the United States and the General Association of this
State.

Voted, That a committee of three be appointed to attend the next General
Assembly of the Presbyterian churches. Rev. Messrs. Matthias Burnet,
Jonathan Kdwards, D. D., and Timothy Dwight, D. D., were chosen said
committee.

Voted, That the same Committece of Correspondence be continued for the
present year. That the Rev. Messrs. Nathaniel Taylor, Nathan Williaws,
Thomas W. Bray, Benjamin Trumbull, Eliphalet Williams, D. D., William
Robinson, John Devotion, Levi Hart, Timothy Stoue, Isaac Lewis, and Da-
vid Ely, be a standing committee, to certify the good qualifications of such
preachers as travel from the limits of the churches in this Association, into
the limits of the Presbyterian churches.

True minutes of the doings of the General Association, respecting the Gen-
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian churches.

Test, BeNJAMIN TRUMBULL, Register.”

On motion, Agreed, that Mr. Judd be appointed to itinerate as a mission-
ary, for three months, to commence about the first of December next, in the
Peninsula between Delaware Bay and the Chesapeake, and that he be allowed
the same compensation for his services as for the northern mission, and make
the like report to the next General Assembly. It was further agreced, that
the Presbytery of Lewes shall recommend it to their churches to make a par-
ticular collection towards the support of this mission, in addition to those
required by the standing order of the General Assembly.

On motion, Agreed, that Mr. John B. Smith, Dr. Green, and Isaac Snow-
den, Esq., be a committee, to select and superintend the publication of such
parts of the minutes and proceedings of this Assembly as shall appear to be
of general concern ; and that they subjoin to.the same a list of the churches
settled and vacant within the bounds of this Assembly, so far as it can be
obtained, and of the sums (if any) collected by each the preceding year
for supplying the funds originated by the General Assembly, and the dis-
bursement thereof. It was further agreed, that the committee publish an
account of the missions of last year, and the prospects they afford of success,
and close the same with an earnest address to the churches to be liberal and
diligent in their contributions for promoting this important object.*

* Agrecably to the order of the General Assembly, the subscribers, members of the
committce appointed for the purpose, take this opportunity to state, that the measures
for diffusing the knowledge and influence of the gospel, adopted by the Asscinbly, and
under their allowance, by the Synod of Virginia, have been crowned with much success.
The missionaries employed by them, have been instrumental in exciting the attention
of the people amongst whom they laboured to the important messages of the gospel—in
laying the foundation of organized churches where there is a prospect of a large in.
creasc—in extending the blessingsof Christian instruction and knowledge to considerable
nuinbers of people, who would otherwisc have been destitute of the means of grace—in
strengthening and increasing the Presbyterian Church, as well as preserving its members
from the scduction of those who might wish to pervert them—and, generally, in advan.
cing Christ's kingdom in the world.

The utility of the objects which the Assembly have in contemplation, cannot be
doubted ; the prospects of success as to their attainment, are pleasing ; and the continu-
ance of these pious and well directed measures, an event much to be desired.  Surely,
therefore, all the benevolent and pious in our communion, will cheerfully contribute their
aid to promote the plans which have been so judiciously formed, and so faithtully exe.
cuted. They who love their Saviour will rejoice to assist in bringing others to the
knowledge of him. They who feel the value of the gospel and plentifully enjoy its
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Messrs. Hughes, Kennedy, and Condict had leave of absence during the
remainder of the sessions.
Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.

May 22d, 9 o’clock, A. M.
The General Assembly met and constituted with prayer. Members pre-
sent as before specified.
By order, The minutes of the last sitting were read.

Dr. Rodgers requested that his protest against the decision of the Assem-.

bly, relative to the remonstrance from the Synod of New York and New Jer-
sey, might be entered on the minutes, which was not granted.

The committee appointed by the Assembly of 1791, and continued by that
of 1792, for the purpose of inquiring into the state of the funds in the hands
of the Trustees of the College of New Jersey, for the education of poor and
pious youth, reported as follows : .

“The only additional information which® your committee have been able
to obtain on the subject of their appointment, is contained in certain resolu-
tions of the Board, an attested copy of which your committee have the honour
to inclose.

Signed by order. Nata. IrwIN, Chairman.”

Philadelphia, May 21at, 1793.”

The resolutions referred to in the above report are as follows, viz:

““On the third question submitted by the committee appointed to settle the
College accounts, the Board, in order to determine the principle, agreed to
decide on the following question, viz:

Is this Board, by the intention of the donors, under any obligations to take
any direction or advice from the Synod of New York or their successors, in
the disposal of the money obtained by Messrs. Tennent and Davies in the
Island of Great Britain?

This question was determined in the negative. But on motion,

Resolved, That the Corporation will cheerfully receive, annually, at their
session in September, and pay all due respect to, any recommendation from

institutions, will be excited by the most tender compassion for their brethren who are
destitute of these blessings. They who have been rescued from the darkness and
wretchedness of’ a state of sin, will pity others who are perishing in that state, inscnsi-
ble of their danger, and that, perhaps, for the want of instruction. They who have
received mercy will desire to testify their ﬁmtitudc to heaven, by the most vigorous
efforts to promote the salvation of others. They who, as patriotic citizens, regard the
prosperity of their country, will be anxious to diffuse the principles of the gospel, so
favourable to that prosperity, through the numerous, recent, and increasing scttlements
upon our fronticrs. And, finally, they who are attached to our Church in which they
have been educated, sensible of the advantages resulting from its purity and simplicity
in doctrine, worship, and discipline, its liberal and republican constitution, and its carly
attention to the instruction and manncrs of its incmbers, will surely manifest a laudable
ardour to extend the blessings of a connection with her to as many as possible. It is
therefore expected, that the most generous contributions will be made, by all the churches
under the care of the Assembly, to encourage the Mission. It is cxpected that the min.
isters will heartily concur in these measurcs, and be faithful and carnest in exhorting
the people of their respective charges to assist in carrying them into the most extensive
effcct.  And it is further expected that young candidates for the ministry will cheerfully
and zealously devote themsclves to the service—that they will gladly avail themsclves
of the opportunity which presents itself to serve as Evangelists in the cause of Christ,
and preach his gospel through distant settlements—and that they will not be sparing of
their labour and most strenuous exertions in a service so honourable and important.
Signed by order of the General Assembly. Joux B. Syrrn.
' AsuseL GREEN.
N. B.—The ministers are desired to read the cxtracts and the preceding addrees in
their respective churches.
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the General Assembly, or committee of the General Assembly appointed
for that purpose, with regard to objects proper to be received on the fund
raised by that donation.

Resolved, That as soon as the committee on the public funds shall report
a state of moneys involved in the above resolution, and which shall be ap-
proved of by the Board, that a clerk will cause a copy thereof to be trans-
mitted to the committee of the General Assembly.

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing minutes be made out by the clerk,
and furnished the committee of the General Assembly.

Dr. Green dissented from the opinion of the Board on the above question,
and requested that his dissent may be entered on the minutes, which was

granted.
Extract from the minates. SamueL S. Svrrr, Clerk.”

On hearing the foregoing communications, the Assembly, on motion, and
after mature discussion, .

Resolved, As the opinion of this house, that the disposal of the interest of
the money deposited in the treasury of the College of New Jersey, by Mr.
Gilbert Tennent and Mr. Samuel Davies, for the purposes of educating pious
youth, and for the support of an Indian missionary, was originally subject
to the order of the Synod of New York, and is, at present, under the control
and direction of the General Assembly.

And agreed, That Messrs. Nathaniel Irwin, John B. Smith, John Gemmil,
Gilbert Snowden, and William Boyd, be a committee, to meet the Trustees
of the College of New Jersey, at their sessions in September next, in order
to confer with the Board, in a friendly manner, on the subject of the forego-
ing resolve ; and endeavour, in behalf of this Assembly, to come to an ami-
cable agreement with the Trustees, respecting the disposal of the moneys in
question, cousistently with said resolve.

A wmemorial, signed Warner Mifflin, was handed from Mr. James Pem-
berton, under cover, to the Moderator, which was read, and ordered to lie on
the table.*

On motion,

Ordered, That the records of the General Synod of the year 1787, on the
subject of slavery, be published among the extracts to be printed of the pro-
ceedings of this Assembly.

Adjourned till half past 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

Half past 8 o’clock, P. M.

The Assembly met and constituted with prayer. Members present as
before.

By order, the minutes of the last sitting were read.

On motion, Agreed by two-thirds of the members, that no publication of
the list of churches, and collections, and disbursements be made this year, a
former order of these sessious notwithstanding.

Ordered, That the Treasurer pay the janitor 4l 8s. 8d., for his services,
and the other incidental expenses of this Assembly. Also 25 dollars to the
Stated Clerk, as a compensation for his services for the present year.

Ordered, that Mr. Samuel S. Smith supply the pulpit of Mr. Woodhull on
the fourth Sabbath of June, when he will be attending the General Associa-
tion of the State of Connecticut, agreeably to the order of this Assembly.

Ordered, That the next General Assembly of this church be held in the

* This memorial, from one of the Society of Friends, related to the subject of slavery.
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Second Presbyterian church in the city of Philadelphia, on the third Thursday
of May, 1794, at 11 o’clock, A. M.
The Moderator, after making known the above order, did then dissolve the
Assembly, agreeably to the form prescribed in the constitution, and
Concluded with prayer.

SUMMARY FOR 1793.

Synop or Nxw York anp New JErsey.

Presbyteries. Ministers settled. Without charge.  Licentiates.  Vacant churches.
5 2 17

Albany, 3
Dutchess, 4 2 5
Long Island, 9 4 2 4
New York, 19 3 5 10
New Brunswick, 13 3 1 T

Synop orF PHILADELPHIA.
Philadelphia, 13 1 3 6t
New Castle, 14 2 7
Carlisle, 21 4 5 16§
Baltimore, 6 2 3
Lewes. No report.

Synop or VIRGINIA.

Hanover, 9 4 8
Redstone, 13 2 24|
Lexington, 12 8 13
Transylvania. No report.

Synop or THE CAROLINAS.

No report.
Total, 138 22 34 120

* Rev. Philip Stockton died January 12th, 1793,

+ Rev. John Symonton died October 21st, 1791. Rev. James Grier died November
19th, 1791.

t Rev. Thomas Smith died January 25th, 1792.

§ Rev. Hugh Vance dicd December 31st, 1791.  Rev. John Elder died July, 1792.

Il Rev. Joseph Smith died April 14th, 1792.

———

1794.

PRILADELPHIA, May 15¢k, 1794.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of
America met, agreeably to appointment, in the Second Presbyterian church,
in the city of Philadelphia, and was opened with a sermon from tle Rev.
James Latta, the Moderator of last year, from 1 Thess. v. 12 and 13: ¢ And
we beseech you, brethren, to know them who Inbour among you and are over
you in the Lord, and admonish you : and to esteem them very highly in love
for their work’s sake. And be at peace among yourselves.”

Agreeably to the order of the constitution, the commissions of the members
present were publicly read, and being found sufficiently coincident with the
prescribed form, were approved and accepted by the Assembly.

Ordered, That these commissions be delivered to the Stated Clerk, and
that he prepare the usual list of the members, to be lnid before the Assembly
in the afternoon.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.
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8 o'clock, P. M.

The Assembly met and constituted with prayer.

The Stated Clerk, according to order, laid before the Asserably a list of
the commissioners who were present at the opening of the Assembly.

Ordered, That it be entered on the minutes as follows, viz:

1. PrEsBYTERY OF LoNG IsLAND—M/nister—George Faitoute. Elders
—None.

2. PRESBYTERY OF DurcHESs—None.

8. PresBYTERY OF NEW YORK—Ministers—Drs. John Rodgers and
Alexander McWhorter, and Messrs. Jedediah Chapman and Asa Hillyer.
Elders—Messrs. Jonas Philips and Foster Horton.

4. PRESBYTERY OF ALBANY—Minister—Mr. John McDonald. Elders—
None.

5. PRESBYTERY OF NEw BruNswick— Ministers—Dr. John Wither-
spoon, and Messrs. Joseph Clark and Thomas Grant. Elder—Mr. Edmund
Bainbridge.

6. PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA— Ministers—Messrs. William M. Ten-
nent, John B. Smith, and Andrew Hunter. Elders—Messrs. Eiijah Clark,
David Cloyd, and Isaac Snowden.

7. PRESBYTERY OF NEW CASTLE— Ministers—Messrs. James Latta and
Nathan Grier. Elder—Mr. David Denny.

8. PRESBYTERY OF CARLISLE—Ministers—Messrs. Samuel Waugh,
James Snodgrass, and John Black. Elders—None.

9. PRESBYTERY OF BaLTIMORE—None.

10. PRESBYTERY OF LEWES— Minister—Mr. Samuel McMasters. Elders
—None.

11. PRESBYTERY OF REDSTONE— Ministers—Messrs. John McPherrin
and James Dunlap. Elders—None.

12. PRESBYTERY OF OH1o—Minister—Mr. John McMillan. Elder—
Mr. James Edgar.

13. PrEsBYTERY OF HANOVER—None.

14. PRESBYTERY OF LEXINGTON—Ministers—Messrs. Samuel Houston
and William Wilson. Elder—Mr. John Campbell.

N 15. PRESBYTERY OF ORANGE—Minister—Mr. James Hall. Elders—
one.

16. PrRESBYTERY OF SouTH CAROLINA—None.

17. PRESBYTERY OF ABINGDON—None.

18. PrEsBYTERY oF TRANSYLVANIA—None.

Mr. John Murray, ruling elder and commissioner from the Presbytery of
New York, and Mr. William Mitchell, ruling elder and commissioner from the
Presbytery of Carlisle, offered their commissions to the Assembly, which
were read and accepted.

The Rev. Robert Cathcart, a commissioner from the Presbytery of Car-
lisle, amd the Rev. William McKee, a8 commissioner from the Presbytery of
Lewes, presented their commissions to the Assembly, which were read and
accepted.

The Assembly proceeded to the choice of a Moderator, and the Rev. Dr.
McWhorter was elected to that office.

On taking the votes for clerks of the Assembly, it appeared that the Rev.
Andrew Hunter, and John McDonald were duly chosen, and they were ac-
cordingly declared to be the Clerks of this Assembly. .

The Rev. Mr. Nathan Taylor and the Rev. Mr. Nathan Perkins appeared
in the Assembly, and produced a certificate from the General Association of
the State of Connecticut, whereby it appeared that these gentlemen, with the
Rev. Dr. Isaac Lewes, were appointed to represent said Association in this
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Assembly. Whereupon Mr. Taylor and Mr. Perkins were admitted to their
seats.

Mr. William Brown, a ruling elder from the Presbytery of Carlisle, was
admitted to a seat in the Assembly, notwithstanding the informality of his
appearing without a commission ; it being testified by the clerk and the other
members of said Presbytery, that he was duly appointed and that his com-
mission had been made out and delivered to him.

The following members were appointed a Committee of Bills and Overtures,
viz: Messrs. Faitoute, Hillyer, Philips, Grant, Bainbridge, Tennent, Cloyd,
Grier, Denny, Black, Mitchell, McMasters, Dunlap, Houston, Campbell, Hall,
McMillan, Edgar.

Ordered, That this committee meet in this church to-morrow morning at 6
o’clock, and afterward on their own adjournments.

By order, The minutes of last year'’s Assembly were read.

On motion,

Resolved, That every letter or communication addressed to the Moderator,
be opened and read by him, and at his discretion, be either communicated
immediately to the Assembly for their decision, or to the Committee of Over-
tures to be by them brought before the house in the ordinary channel.

A letter from a committee of a convention of the Congregational ministers
in the State of Massachusetts, directed to the Moderator, was received and
read. On motion,

Ordered, That it be entered on the minutes. It is as follows, viz :

¢ To the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
in the United States of America.

Rev. Sir—We are appointed a committee by the convention of the Con-
gregational ministers in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, to inform you
that at their last meeting they passed the following vote, viz: ¢ That it be
proposed to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America,
and the General Association in Connecticut, not to receive or countenance
any candidate from us who does not bring credentials from a regular body
among us known to them; assuring them that we will observe the same
rule with respect to candidates from them, and informing them that we shall
be glad to hear from them upon all subjects which relate to the interests of
our common christianity, and will communicate every information upon such
subjects as may tend to promote the interests of religion.’

We are also directed to inform you, that measures are taking to collect
information with respect to the present state of our churches, which we shall
take the earliest opportunity to transmit to the General Assembly.

You will please to communicate the above to the General Assembly, and
we shall be happy to receive an answer by the earliest opportunity upon this
interesting subject.

We are, Rev. Sir, in the name and behalf of the Congregational ministers
of Massachusetts, your brethren in the faith and fellowship of the gospel,

JosePH WILLARD, JosepH ECKLEY,
PeTER THATCHER, JEDEDIAH MORSE.
Davip Tarran,

Boston, May 8th, 1794.”

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning, to meet in the Third Presby-
terian church. Concluded with prayer,

May 16th, 9 o'clock, A. M.
_The General Assembly met agreeably to adjournment, and constituted
with prayer. Members present as before.
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The following gentlemen appeared and produced their commissions, which
were read, and they were admitted to their seats, viz: Rev. Dr. Alison, from
the Presbytery of {inltimore; Rev. Dr. Cooper, from the Presbytery of Car-
lisle ; and Dr. Moses Scott, elder from the Presbytery of New Brunswick.

By order, the minutes of the last sitting were read.

The Assembly resumed the consideration of the letter from a committee of
the Convention of the Congregational ministers of the State of Massachusetts.
Whereupon, it was agreed that a committee be appointed to prepare a draught
of an answer to said letter, and report it to this house as soon as convenient.
Dr. Rodgers, Dr. Alison, and Mr. Taylor, were the committee appointed for
this purpose.

Messrs. Latta and Wilson were appointed a committee to examine the
Synod book of the Synod of New York and New Jersey.

Dr. Alison, Mr. Smith, and Dr. Scott, were appointed a committee to ex-
amine the accounts of the Treasurer of the General Assembly, and to make
report as soon as convenient.

Ordered, That the reports and the papers respecting the missions of last
year to the frontier settlements, be laid before the Assembly in the afternoon.

An inquiry was instituted respecting the progress which has been made by
the different Presbyteries, under the superintendence of the General Assembly,
in regard to materials for a history of the Presbyterian Church, when it ap-
;eared that a very particular attention had been puid to that business by the

resbyteries in general, but that the Presbyteries of Philadelphia and New
York only have completed the expected narratives.

" The Assembly having expressed their disappointment in not having ob-
tained from all the Presbyteries historical sketches of their congregations,
did, and do hereby renew their order on this subject, frequently repeated,
and strictly enjoin on every Presbytery still deficient, to collect and com-
plete the materials required, and to transmit the same to the Stated Clerk at
or before the next General Assembly.

The commissioners delegated by the General Assembly last year, to the
General Association of Connecticut, reported an account of their diligent
attention to the subjects committed to them, which the Assembly accepted
with approbation.

The Moderator, Dr. Alexander McWhorter, and Mr. Jedediah Chapman,
of the Presbytery of New York; and Mr. Joseph Clark, of the Presbytery of
New Brunswick, were appointed delegates from this General Assembly to
meet with the next General Association of Connecticut, and were ordered to
give an account of their diligence in that business to the next General As-
sembly. Whereupon,

Ordered, That the Stated Clerk furnish the aforesaid gentlemen with an
attested copy of the minute of this proceeding, which shall be their sufficient
warrant for appearing as the representatives of this Assembly in the General
Association of Connecticut.

Ordered, That one dollar per day be paid out of the funds of the Assembly
to each commissioner, during the time that he shall necessarily be employed
on that business.

On motion, Ordered, That the delegates appointed from the General As-
sembly to the General Association of Connecticut, propose to the Association,
as an amendment to the articles of intercourse agreed upon between the afore-
said bodies, that the delegates from these bodies respectively, shall have a
right, not only to sit and deliberate, but also to vote in all questions which
may be determined by either of them; and to communicate the result of their
proposal to the next General Assembly. )

(gg inquiry, it was found that no communication had taken place during
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the last year between the committees of correspondence of the General As-
sembly and the General Association of Connecticut.
Adjourned till 3 o’clock, in the afternoon. Concluded with prayer.

8 o’clock, P. M.

The Assembly met and constituted with prayer. Members present asbefore.

The commissions of the Rev. Benjamin Judd, a delegate from the Pres-
bytery of Dutchess, and Dr. Nesbit from the Presbytery of Carlicle, were
read and approved ; on which they were admitted to their seats.

By order, The minutes of the last sitting were read.

The papers and narratives of the missionaries employed last year by the
General Assembly, and by the Synods of Virginia and the Carolinas, were,
agreeably to order, laid before the Assembly and read. Whereupon,

Ordered, That Dr. Alison and Mr. Smith be a committee to prepare a
minute expressive of the approbation of the Assembly of the attention and
care with which their missions have been executed.

On motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Smith, Dr. Green, and Mr. Snowden, be a commit-
tee to select and prepare such parts of the proceedings of the General Assem-
bly during their present sitting, as they shall judge proper, to be printed for the
in¥ormat.ion of the churches under their care, to the number of one thousand
copies ; and that they superintend the publication and dispersion of the same.

Mr. Hull, Mr. Clark, and Mr. McDonald, were appointed a committee, to
prepare an address to be circulated amongst the settlements visited by the
missionaries appointed by the General Assembly, and the Synods under their
care.

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Coocluded with prayer.

May 17th, 9 o'clock, A. M.
b The Assembly met and was constituted with prayer. Members present as
efore.

The commission of Mr. Job Allen, ruling elder from the Presbytery of
New York, was read and approved, on which he was admitted a member of
the Assembly.

By order, The minutes of the last sitting were read.

Ordered, That the materials for a history of the Presbyterian Church,
which have been or shall be collected, be delivered to the Stated Clerk, in
order to be deposited among the records of the General Assembly.

The Committee of Overtures reported three papers, which were read, and
ordered to be laid on the table for future consideration.

The Presbytery of Lewes being called upon to give an account of the col-
lection, which the Assembly of last year had ordered them to make for the
support of Mr. Judd’s mission into the Peninsula, informed the Assembly that
they had made no collection, for reasons which were sustained.

(;n motion, It was agreed that the expenses of a mission to the frontiers of
New York, performed by Mr. Judd, by appointment of the Synod of New
York and New Jersey at their meeting in October last, in consequence of
several petitions of the inhabitants of those remote settlements requesting
such an appointment, shall be defrayed by the Assembly, at the same rate
which they allowed to their other missionaries.

The committee appointed to confer with the trustees of New Jersey Col-
lege respecting the disposal of the interest of certain funds in their hands,
delivered the following report, viz :

“The committee of the General Assembly was heard by the Trustees,
and after mature deliberation it was moved that the Board rescind their re-

11



82 MINUTES OF THE [1794.

solution of April last, which is expressed in the following words, viz: On the
question submitted by the committee appointed to settle the College accounts,
the Board, in order to determine the principle, agreed to decide on the follow-
ing question, viz: Is this Board, by the ivtention of the donors, under any
obligation to take any direction or advice from the Synod of New York or
their successors, in the disposal of the moneys obtained by Messrs. Tennent
and Davies in the Island of Great Britain? Negatived.

The vote being taken on the above motion, it was resolved that this Board
do rescind the above resolution.

Extracted from the minutes of the Board of Trustees of the College of
New Jersey, held at Nassau Hall, April 9th, 1794.

SamueL S. SmitH, Clerk of the Board.”

Ordered, That the committee for collecting and printing the extracts of the
proccedings of the General Assembly, publish a distinct list of the ministers
and churches, settled and vacant, within the bounds of this Assembly, as
far as can be obtained ; and also of the sums of money, if any, collected
by such Presbytery or congregation for the funds of the General Assembly,
together with the disbursements that have been made. It was morcover en-
joined on the committee that they publish the intention of this Assembly,
to annex to every individual congregation, the sums collected by them re-
spectively in all their future lists, in order that the Presbyteries govern them-
selves accordingly in their annual reports.

On motion,

Resolved, That the Stated Clerk provide a copy of the printed extracts of
late Synod’s and of the Assembly’s votes and proceedings, each year from the
year 1797, and that he preserve them for the use of the Assembly; that he
regularly add to them such as may be printed in future; that care be taken
to have them printed on paper of the same size with those already published,
and that he prepare an accurate index to these printed extracts, and to the writ-
ten records of the Assembly.

The Synod of New York and New Jersey, and the Synod of Virginia,
delivered their annual reports, which were accepted, and are as follows, viz :

The Synod of New York and New Jersey, agreeably to order, report to
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, that the Synod consists
of five Presbyteries, viz: Albany, Dutchess, Long Island, New York and
New Brunswick.

1. That the Presbytery of Albany consists of eight ministers, all of whom
have charges. They have twenty-one congregations under their care, ten
of which are able, each to support a minister; and eleven are not yet able.
That one of their members had been removed by death, December 6th, 1792.
That they have one licentiate under their care, as appears by their report to
the Synod, No. 1.

2. That the Presbytery of Dutchess consists of four ministers; two of
which have charges, and two have not charges. They have three vacant
congregations, each able to support a minister. They have one licentiate
under their care; and one of their members has been removed by death,
April 8th, 1793 ; as appears by their report to the Synod, No. 2.

3. That the Presbytery of New York consists of twenty-three ministers;
twenty of whom have charges ; one has the care of the Academy at Hack-
ensack, and two have not charges. They have two vacant congregations,
each able to support a minister; and six in their present united capacity, able
to support three ministers; and three not yet able. They have three licen-
tiates under their care. Qune of their members was removed by death, May
14th, 1793, and one was deposed October 8d, 1793 ; as appears by their report
to the Synod, No. 3.
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4. That the Presbytery of New Brunswick consists of seventeen ministers;
fifteen of whom have charges; one is President, and one Vice-President of
the College of New Jersey. They have one vacant congregation able to sup-
port a minister ; and two, united, are able to support one minister ; and three
not able. They have two licentiates under their care, as appears by their re-
port to the Synod, No. 4.

The Presbytery of Long Island made no report to the Synod.

¢ JouN RopGkers, Stated Clerk of the Synod.
October 14th, 1793.

September, 1793.

The Synod of Virginia report, That they consist of four Presbyteries, viz:
the Presbytery of Hunover, of Redstone, of Lexington, and of Transylvania.

1. That the Presbytery of Hanover cousists of eight ordained ministers,
viz : the Rev. James Waddel, D. D., William Irvine, James Mitchel, John
D. Blair, Archibald M. Roberts, Drury Lacy, William Mahon, and James
Turner, who are all regularly settled, except Messrs. Waddel, Irvine, and M.
Roberts.

That they have four licentiates, Messrs. Carey, Allen, William Calhoun,
and Samuel Brown, who are under the direction of the Commission of Sy-
nod, and Mr. William Williamson, who is under the care of the Presbytery.

They report that the Rev. John Todd departed this life July 27th, 1793.
That the state of the vacant churches under the care of the said Presbytery,
is nearly the same as was reported last year.

2. The Synod report, that the Presbytery of Redstone consists of twelve
ordained ministers, viz: the Rev. James Finlay, John Clark, John McMillan,
James Power, James Dunlap, Jacob Jennings, Joseph Patterson, James
Hughes, John Bryce, John McPherrin, Samuel Porter, and George Hill ; all
of whom have regular charges.

The Synod report, that the Rev. Thaddeus Dodd was removed by death
on the 20th of May, 1793. That said Presbytery has received Mr. Samuel
Mahon, a licentiate of the Presbytery of Carlisle, and that they have four
licentiates under their care, viz: Messrs. William Swan, David Smith, Tho-
mas Marquis, and Boyd Mercer. That they have dismissed Mr. Robert Mar-
shall, one of their licentiates, to join the Presbytery of Transylvania, that
the number of congregations under their care is forty-eight.

8. The Synod report, that the Presbytery of Lexington consists of thir-
teen ordained ministers, viz : the Rev. John Brown, William Graham, Archi-
bald Scott, Edward Crawford, John Montgomery, Benjamin Erwin, William
Wilson, Moses Hoge, John McCue, Samuel Houston, Nash Le Grand, Wil-
liam Hill, and John P. Campbell, all regularly settled, except Mr. Crawford.
That they have seven licentiates, viz : Mr. John Lyle and Mr. Thomas Poage,
who are under the care of the Presbytery ; and Messrs. Archibald Alexander,
Matthew Lyle, Benjamin Grigsby, Matthew Houston and Adam Freeman, who
are under the direction of the Commission of the Synod. That said Pres-
bytery has one candidate under a course of trials, viz : Mr. Samuel Ronnols;
that their vacant churches are nearly in the same condition as reported last

ear.
d 4. The Synod report, that the Presbytery of Transylvania has never yet
made any reports to them.

5. The Synod further report, that the Presbytery of Redstone is divided
into two Presbyteries, one beatring the former name of Redstone, and the
other the name of Ohio, and consisting of the Rev. Messrs. Jobn Clark, John
McMillan, Joseph Patterson, James Hughes, and John Bryce. The Monon-
gahela river is the division between said Presbyteries.

The Synod of Philadelphia report to the General Assembly of the Presby-
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terian Church in the United States of America, that the Synod conists of
five Presbyteries.

1. The Presbytery of Philadelphia, consisting of fourteen ministers, thir-
teen of whom have pastoral charges. They have six vacancies, two of which
are each able to support a minister, the other four are not able. They have
one licentiate under their care ; all of which appears more particularly by the
report to the Synod, No. 1.

2. The Presbytery of New Castle, consisting of fourteen ministers, all of
whom have pastoral charges. They have seven vacancies, five of which are
able each to support a minister, and the other two are able in conjunction to
maiotain a pastor. They have three licentiates under their care; all of which
appears more specially by their report to the Synod, No. IL

3. The Presbytery of Carlisle, whereof the number of ministers, pastoral
charges, and vacancies are the same as stated in their last report. They have
received Messrs. Robert Cathcart and Nathaniel Snowden, candidates from
the Presbytery of Philadelphia, and Mr. Wiley from the Presbytery of New
Castle, who have accepted calls in their bounds. Sce their report to Synod,
No. IIL.

4. The Presbytery of Lewes, consisting of seven ministers, all of whom
have pastoral charges. They have one vacancy able to support a minister;
two other vacancies able in conjunction to support a pastor, and one other
vacancy not able, All of which appears more particularly by their report to
Synod, No. IV.

5. The Presbytery of Baltimore, consisting of the same number of minis-
ters as reported to the last Synod. The Rev. James Hunt having been re-
moved by death, and Mr. Caleb Johnston received and ordained pastor of a
church in their bounds. They have two licentiates under their care. Vid.
their report to the Synod, No. V. By order of Synod, August 30th, 1793,

Natuanier Iswin, Stated Clerk.

The Synod of the Carolinas made no report, and as it appears from the
records of the General Assembly that the Presbyteries of Abingdon and
South Carolina, within the bounds of that Synod and under its jurisdiction,
had not sent commissioners to the General Assembly for several years past,
and that the former of those Presbyteries had not made any report of their
state to their Synod for a considerable time ; it was

Resolved, that the said Synod be required to take proper measures to send
up their reports annually to the General Assembly, and to inform the said
Presbyteries that a punctual representation from them to the superior judica-
tories is expected and required by the Assembly.

Dr. Alison from the committee appointed to prepare a minute which should
express the approbation of the Assembly of the manner in which the mis-
sionaries had discharged their duty during the last year, reported, ¢ That the
Assembly heard with approbation and pleasure the narratives of the mission-
aries employed by them, and by the Synods of Virginia and the Carolinas,
concerning the labours of those under their direction. Some it appeared
were cffectually impressed with a true sense of religion through their means.
Many were induced to join in forming religious societies, and a general de-
sire was expressed to enjoy the preaching of the gospel where negligence and
irreligion had considerably prevailed ; nor could there remain any doubt of
important advantages in future from a prosecution of the plan heretofore })Uh
sued. The rising generation may, in consequence hereof, be more carefully
educated and better instructed in the principles of Christianity, civil order
may be promoted, the political virtues enforced, the interests of Christ’s king-
dom advanced, and immortal beings prepared for eternal happiness.

On these accounts a renewed application to the churches for their generous
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contributions to support similar missions in future was held, by the Assem-
bly, to be indispensable, and they were assured whenever the design contem-
plated should be accomplished, or not answered in a sufficient degree, such
application to them would cease. The missionaries for the present year, the
committee thought, should receive direction to return the same way they
went, that the places they had visited in going out, might be apprized of the
times of their preaching as they came in; to accomplish which more effec-
tually they were instructed to advise with their brethren who have been al-
ready employed in the same service.” ,

On motion, Resolved, That the Rev. John B. Smith, Mr. Nathaniel Irwin,
and Dr. Meres Scott, be a committee to meet the Trustees of the College of
New Jersey at their sessions in September next, at 10 o’clock in the fore-
hoon, on the day after commencement, in order to dispose of the interest of
the money collected by Messrs. Tennent and Davies in Great Britain for
the education of pious youth, and of all other sums of money in the hands
of the said Trustees for similar purposes, and to report at the next meeting
of the General Assembly.

The Synod book of New York and New Jersey was revised as far as page
56, and was approved.

Adjourned till 9 o’clock on Monday morning. Concluded with prayer.

May 19th, 9 o’clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met, and was constituted with prayer. Members
present as before.

By order, The minutes of the last sitting were read.

M’;. Faitoute and Mr. Perkins were appointed a committee to examine the
Synod book of the Synod of Philadelphia, and report as soon as convenient.

On motion, Resolved, That the Synods of Virginia and the Carolinas be
ordered to subjoin to their annual Synodical reports, an account of their col-
lections and disbursements of money for the missionaries which they shall
have employed.

The committee appointed to select and arrange Scripture texts in support of
the Articles of the (gonfession of Faith, Catechisms, &c., reported, that they
had accomplished that business, and were prepared to submit the execution of
it to the Assembly.

On motion, it was agreed to defer the consideration of that subject till the
afternoon.

Dr. Rodgers was appointed to supply Dr. McWhorter’s pulpit on the 3d
Sabbath of June, and Mr. Elmer, to supply Mr. Chapman’s on the 4th Sab-
bath of June, and Dr. Smith to supply Mr. Clark’s on the 8d Sabbath of
June, during their attendance on the General Association of Connecticut.

Ordered, That the expenses of the delegates to the General Association of
Connecticut, be paid by the Treasurer out of the funds of the General Assembly.

A representation and petition of the congregation of Pittsburgh requesting
to be separated from the Presbytery of Redstone, and to be annexed to the
Presbytery of Carlisle, being one of the papers brought before the Assembly
through the Committee of Overtures, was taken under consideration. After
some time spent on the subject, the farther discussion of it was postponed till
the afternoon.

An overture brought into the Assembly, from the Committee of Over-
tures, suggesting the propriety of placing the missionaries, at present appoint-
ed by the General Assembly, under the direction of the Synods of New York
and New Jersey, and of Philadelphia, was read and considered ; whereupon

Resolved, That they remain as heretofore under the direction of the Gene-
ral Assembly.
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A letter from Dr. McCorkle statinz some difficulties which still existed in
his mind, respecting the admission of members into the communion of the
church who hold the doctrine of universal redemption, being one of the pa-
pers laid on the table by the Committee of Overtures, was again read, and
after some consideration it was agreed to defer its final issue until Tuesday
wmorning.

On the subject of missions it was agreed that Mr. Cunningham Sample be
appointed to itinerate from this time till the first of August on the western
shore of Maryland, and that Mr. Benjamin Judd and Mr. Sample be appoint-
ed to itinerate from the first of August, for the space of two months and a
half, on the waters of the Susquehanna.

On motion Resolved, That the Presbytery of New Castle proceed, with all
convenient speed, to ordain Mr. Robert Smith, one of their licentiates, to the
work of the gospel ministry ; and also that the Presbytery of Baltimore pro-
ceed to ordain either Mr. Cunningham Sample, or Mr. Sumuel Martin, licen-
tiates under their care, to the same office ; provided that they, or either of
them, shall accept of the appointment of missions from this Assembly, and
the respective Presbyteries be satisfied with their trials for ordination.

Mr. Robert Smith was appointed a missionary to the western and northern
frontiers of the state of New York, for the space of six months, to commence
on the first of October; provided he shall be ordained by the Presbytery of
New Castle for that purpose.

Ordered, That the licentiate, whoever he shall be that the Presbytery of
Baltimore shall ordain, be appointed a missionary among the inhabitants of
the western shore of Maryland, before the next meeting of the General As-
sembly. ~

Adjyourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

8 o'clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met and was constituted with prayer. Members
present as before, except Mr. Judd, who had leave of absence during the
session of the afternoon.

The further consideration of the representation and petition from Pittsburgh
was resumed, when a motion having been made that the prayer of the petition
should be granted, after'a full discussion of the subject, it was decided in the
negative.

On motion,

Resolved, That Dr. Rodgers, Mr. Perkins, and Mr. Black, be a committee
to draught a letter to the congregation of Pittsburgh, and another to the Pres-
bytery of Redstone, in consequence of the preceding discussion, and to report
as soon as convenient.

Adjourned till 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning. Concluded with prayer.

May 20th, 9 o'clock, A. M.

The Assembly met, and was constituted with prayer. Members present
as before, except Mr. Grant and Mr. Bainbridge, who had leave of absence
during the remaining sittings of the Assembly.

By order, The minutes of the last sitting were read.

The consideration of Dr. McCorkle’s letter was resumed. On the first
proposition in the letter, requesting a reconsideration of the sentence of the
General Assembly respecting the doctrine of universal salvation, passed at
Carlisle in 1792, the Assembly unanimously agreed to adhere to the afore-
said decision. On the second part of the letter relating to two questions,
respecting terms of communion, and the doctrine of upiversal redemption,
conceived in the following words, viz :
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“1st. Whether, on scriptural ground, any doctrine can be made a term
that is not essential—essential, as I understand it, to a belief of the truth of
Christianity 7’

¢« 2d. Whether the doctrine of universal redemption, be such a doctrine or
not ?”’

The Assembly agreed that these questions are proposed in such ambiguous
terms, that it is impossible to discuss them with precision ; but refer him to
their Confession of Faith, and Form of Government and Discipline, for a
solution of any difficulties which may occur to his mind on the subject of
Christian commaunion.

On motion,

Resolved, That the missionaries ordered to itinerate on the frontiers, be
allowed for their services and expenses at the rate of forty dollars per month;
that the Treasurer pay in advance, to each of them, the sum of sixty dollars,
and that they account to the Assembly for all the moneys which they shall
receive from the different congregations on their tour.

The committee appointed to draught an answer to the letter from the com-
mittee of the convention of Massachusetts’ ministers, reported a draught in
the following words, viz:

¢ Philadelphia, May 20th, 1794.

Rev. Gentlemen—Your commuuication of the 8th instant, in the name and
behalf of the Congregational ministers in the commonwealth of Massachu-
setts, has been received, and we embrace the earliest opportunity to express
our hearty approbation of your proposal to preserve the churches committed
to our care, respectively, from being visited, and consequently injured, by
deceivers, under the appearance of regular ministers. To prevent the evil as
much as possible, we would further propose, that no minister or preacher
from either, be received or encouraged by the other, unless he produce,
besides recent testimonials from regularly constituted authorities, private
letters, or some corroborating testimony in his favour, not so capable of
being forged. The form of the first being known, an artful man may, without
much difficulty, fabricate a certificate in his own behalf, and have it appa-
rently authenticated in due order, with the assistance of an accomplice or
two, while he will hardly venture to pass his own contrivance for the last;
at least he will very seldom venture it with success. This method has been
practised by us for a considerable time, in receiving clerical characters from
Europe ; it has been found the most effectual to prevent imposition, and now
appears equally necessary to be observed in the admission of those who may
come from distant parts of our own nation. And though no correspondence
may have existed between any persons residing in the district from which,
and to which, a regular minister or preacher proposes travelling, sufficient
intercourse prevails between intermediate places, to admit of his being regu-
larly handed, and sufficiently recommended, till he reach the object of his
destination,

In guarding against the mischief under consideration, the General Asso-
ciation of Connecticut and this General Assembly, by joint agreemeat,
appoint, and mutually communicate the names of a certain number of mem-
bers in each body, most conveniently situated, for the purpose of authenti-
cating the testimonials of those who pass into each other’s bounds, one of
whose names at least must appear in every certificate. This we just mention,
and Jeave it with you to judge whether a similar proceeding would be ad-
visable or necessary between you and us.

Notwithstanding the pains used to bring up young men for the work of
the ministry, so rapid is population among us, that our vacancies increase
much faster than our winisters, and it may truly be said that the harvest is
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great but the labourers comparatively few. Our attention has for some time
been directed towards collecting materials for a history of the Presbyterian
Church through the United States; in the prosecution of which some things
may perhaps occur worthy of being communicated; and we shall, on all
occasions, show ourselves disposed to perform whatever may seem expedient
to promote a more intimate connection between the Congregational Churches
of Massachusetts and ours, whose interests are so closely united; to testify
our respect for their characters, and to evidence sincere wishes for their pros-
perity. We are, gentlemen, with unfeigned regard and esteem, your affec-
tionate brethren, in one common Lord.
Signed by order. ALEXANDER McWHORTER, Moderator.

Rev. Jos. WiLLARD, Rev. Dr. Jos. EckLEY,

“ PETER THATCHER, ¢ JEDEDIAH MORSE,
¢ DAVID TAPPAN.”

On motion, Resolved, That the Presbytery of Albany endeavour to appoint

a missionary for three or four months to the northern and western frontiers
of the State of New York, and that the Assembly defray the expenses at-
tending the said mission.
_The following overture was introduced by the Committee of Overtures,
viz:
That the General Assembly appoint a committee to examine Mr. Mahon
on his experimental religion, in order to his ordination. Also, that the com:
mittee consist of two members belonging to Redstone, two to Carlisle, and a
least three belonging to some other Presbyteries of the General Assembly.

When, after a motion having been made to adopt the overture, and a full
discussion, it was decided in the negative.

The committee appointed to draught letters to the congregation of Pitts-
burgh and the Presbytery of Redstone were discharged.

On motion, it was agreed that a letter be written to the congregation of
Pittsburgh relative to the decision on their petition. Mr. Smith and Mr. Hall
were appointed a committee to prepare a draught of said letter, and to lay
the same before the Assembly in the afternoon.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, in the afternoon. Concluded with prayer.

8 o'clock, P. M.

The Assembly met and was constituted with prayer. The same members
present as before.

By order, The minutes of the last sitting were read.

The committee appointed to prepare a draught of a letter to the congrega-
tion of Pittsburgh, reported one, which was agreed to and ordered to be
transcribed, signed by the Moderator, and transmitted to them as soon as
convenient.

The cowmittee appointed to prepare the Scripture proofs in support of the
doctrines of the Confession of Faith, the Catechisws, &c., of the Presbyterian
Church, submitted their report, which was read, examined, and approved, as
a specimen of the work. Whereupon Dr. Green, Messrs. John B. 8mith,
James Boyd, William M. Tennent, Nathaniel Irwin, and Andrew Hunter,
were appointed a committee to compare the proofs prepared by said commit-
tee and now reported to the General Assembly, with the proofs annexed to
the Westminster Confession of Faith, Catechisms, and Directory, to revise
the whole, prepare it for the press, to agree with the printer for its publica-
tion, and to superintend the printing and vending of the same. And said
committee were further instructed to secure the copy-right of said book
according to the law of the United States in such case provided.

On motion, Ordered, That the Treasurer pay to the committee appointed
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last year to collect Scripture proofs, &c., and who have now executed that
business, the sum of one hundred and twenty dollars out of the sales of the
Confession of Faith, and if the proceeds of the said sales should be insuffi-
cient, out of the general fund.

The following question, being one of the papers brought before the Assem-
bly through the Committee of Overtures, was read, viz:

Whether, besides requiring of parents, dedicating their children to God in
baptism, an express acknowledgment of the duties of parents, and-recom-
mending to them the observance thereof, it should be considered as essential,
to require that they come under an explicit vow or solemn engagement also
to perform those duties. Whereupon the Assembly ,

Resolved, That an answer to this question is contained in the Directory for
Public Worship of this Church, under the head of the Administration of Bap-
tism, which requires an express engagement on the Eart of the parents.

An overture was laid before the Assembly, through the Synod of Philadel-
phia, requesting a division of the Presbytery of Carlisle. Whereupon,

Resolved, That the said Presbytery be divided into two Presbyteries, by a
line along the Juniata river from its mouth up to the Tuscarora Mountain ;
thence along the Tuscarora Mountain to the head of Path-Valley; thence
westwardly to the eastern boundary of the Presbytery of Redstone, so as to
leave the congregation of Bedford to the south; that the ministers settled
south of said line, viz: Mr. Snodgrass, Mr. Waugh, Mr. Linn, Dr. Nesbit,
Dr. Davidson, Mr. Wilson, Dr. Cooper, Mr. Craighead, Dr. King, Mr. Lang,
Mr. McPherrin, Mr. Paxton, Mr. Black, Mr. Henderson, Mr. McMurdie, and
Mr. Jones, together with all those who have been, or shall be, ordained or
admitted, within the limits now prescribed for the Presbytery of Carlisle,
since the last annual report from that Presbytery till the time when the said
Presbytery shall be dissolved, shall be known by the name of the Presbytery
of Carlisle; to hold their first meeting at Carlisle on the second Tuesday in
April. Dr. Cooper was appointed to preach a sermon on that occasion, and
to preside till a new Moderator shall be chosen ; and in case of absence, the
next senior member present to supply his place. And also, that the mioisters,
settled north of the aforesaid line, viz: Mr. Bard, Mr. John Johnston, Mr.
Stephen, Mr. Jumes Johnson, Mr. McGill, Mr. Marten, Mr. Bryson, Mr.
Morrison, and Mr. Hoge, together with all those who have been, or shall be,
ordained or received, by the Presbytery of Curlisle within the limits pre-
scribed for the Presbytery till the time when the Presbytery of Carlisle shall
be dissolved, shall be known by the name of the Presbytery of Huntingdon;
to meet for the first time in Mr. Marten’s church, in Penn’s Valley, on the
second Tuesday in April. Mr. Hoge was appointed to preach a sermon on
that occasion, and to preside till 8 new Moderator shall be chosen, and in case
of his absence the senior member present to supply his place.

A reference was also laid before the General Assembly from the Synod of
Philadelphia, requesting a division of the Synod of Philadelphia into two
Synods. And after due consideration of the expediency of said measure, it
was decided in the negative.

Adjourned till Wednesday morning at 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.

May 21st, 9 o’clock, A. M.
The Assembly met and was constituted with prayer. Members present as
before.
By order, The minutes of the last sitting were read.
The committee appointed to examine the Synod book of the Synod of Phil
adelphia, reported that they had reviewed the same to the end of their sessions
12
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1792, and found them kept with accuracy and care. The Assembly accept-
ed and approved of their report.

The committee appointed to examine the Treasurer’s accounts delivered
their report, which was approved, and is as follows :

We, the committee appointed by the General Assembly, having examined
the accounts of Isanc Snowden, their Treasurer, since lust settlement made
May 20, 1793, and seen his vouchers, do find them just and true, and that
there is a bulance of three hundred and twenty-two pounds and three pence,
due to the General Assembly as above stated ; 1. e. the account current which
accompanied the report in the hands of the said T'reasurer.

MEeres ScorrT,
PATRICK ALISON,
Jxo. B. Smirh.

Fhiladelphia, May 21st, 1794.

An overture was laid before the Assembly through the Committee of Over-
tures, in the words following, viz: It is proposed to the General Assembly
that a plan be recommended, in their resolutious, to Presbyteries to make pro-
vision for the support of invalid Presbyterian ministers, and the distressed
families of any ministers in our communion, who may die in destitute circum-
stances, on the following principles :

1. That each minister in the respective Presbyteries, who may enjoy a sal-
ary of cichty pounds or upwards, contribute the annual sum of thirty shil.
lings at least, and pay it into the hands of the Presbyterial Treasurer, to be
transmitted to the General Treasury, as a common stock.

2. That the moneys thus collected shall be considered as a fund for chari-
table purposes, to be applied to the relief of distressed Presbyterian ministers
and their families.

8. That each Presbytery send annually to the General Assembly a list of
such invalid ministers within their bounds ; or such ministers’ families as may
be in necessity, together with the statement of the circumstances of their
case, and a recommendation of them as proper objects of the proposed relief.

4. That the Assembly take order for apportioning the yearly collections
amongst the various objects in the most equitable and prudent mannuer.

5. That the families of all the ministers within the connection of the Gen-
eral Assembly, whether they be contributors or not, who may be in distress
and recommended as above, be entitled to receive a part of this charitable pro-
vision for their wants.

On motion, Ordered, That the above proposal be transmitted to the differ-
ent Presbyteries, who are requested to signify their opinion thereupon to the
next General Assembly.

A clause of the will of Mr. Azariah Horton was laid before the Assem-
bly by Foster Horton, one of his executors, requesting to be directed where
he should lodge the stock bequeathed in the said clause, agrecably to the in-
tention of the testator. The clause is in the words following, viz: ¢ Item ;
I will and direct my said executors out of the moneys of my estate to pur-
chase the amount of five hundred and thirty-three dollars and thirty-three
cents, in six per cent. stock of the United States, and that the annual inter-
est thereof be appropriated for ever towards the education of pious youth, ac-
cording to the discretion of a joint committee of the General Assembly of
Presbyterian ministers and Trustees of Princeton College in New Jersey,
the said committee to authorize and empower, from time to time, a person to
draw and receive said interest for the use and purpose aforesaid.” W here-
upon,

Lesolred, That the above stock be lodged in the hands of the Trustees of
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New Jersey College, in order to be applied in the manner and for the purpose
contained in the forecited clause.

The following reference from the Synod of Philadelphia was laid before
the Assembly: ¢ As Baptism is to be administered to the infants of those who
are members of the visible church, but our Directory leaves the description
of the visible and credible profession of Christianity vague and indefinite, it
is humbly proposed to the Assembly to give some precise direction and de-
finition of such a profession for the information of its ministers.” In an-
swer to the above reference, the Assembly judged it unnecessary, and per-
haps impracticable, to deliver rules more explicit than those contained in the
standards of our church, but should cases of difficulty arise, they must be
decided, respectively, according to their own merits, before the proper judi-
catories.

The committee appointed to draught a circular address to the inhabitants
visited by the missionaries, reported the same, which was read and approved,
and is in the following words, viz :

¢ Dear Friends and Brethren—The General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States of America, have, for some years, viewed with
concern, the state of our frontier and other settlements in the Union, which are
destitute of the regular administration of the worship and ordinances of God ;
and, desirous to do all in our power to extend the blessings of the gospel
amongst you, we have given orders to our several Presbyterics to raise col-
lections annually from their respective congregations, for the support of mis-
sionaries to be sent amongst you. Providence hath thus far blessed our
endeavours, and several of our brethren have, from time to time, cheerfully
left their friends and connections for several months, in order to visit your
settlements and publish the glad tidings of salvation to you.

The accounts which, on their return, they have given us of their reception
and success amongst you, have frequently and greatly comforted us, and
given us the pleasing hope that their labours and our wishes have not been
in vain in the Lord.

As our aim has not been to proselyte from other communities to our de-
nomination, we have charged our missionaries to avoid all doubtful disputa-
tions, to abstain from unfriendly censures or reflections on other religious
persuasions, and, adhering strictly to the great doctrines of our holy religion
which influence the heart and life in the ways of godliness, to follow after the
things that make for peace and general edification.

From the peculiar circumstances of your situation, we think it our duty to
exhort you to attend particularly to the catechetical instruction of your chil-
dren. We fear there is a sad and too general neglect of this duty. Dear
brethren, we wish you to remember that the neglect of this duty naturally leads
to the most serious and awful consequences. Your children will grow up in
sad ignorance of their spiritual and everlasting concerns ; this ignorance will
prove the fruitful parent of immorality and licentiousness; instead of know-
ing Scripture truth from their childhood, and being established therein, they
will lie exposed to be tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the sleight of men and cunning craftiness whereby they lie in
wait to deceive : the prospect of the rising churches, and growing interests of
religion amongst you, will probably be blasted : and we cannot help but call
to your view, the awful account you must give to God, if by your neglect
of so important a duty, you should prove the occasion of so much mischief
:.io your dear offspring, and endanger the interests of our Redeemer’s king-

om.

The profanation of the Lord’s day, and the neglect of those religious exer-
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cises which humanize and sanctify the heart, we are apprehensive may be too
prevalent among you. We kuow that, from your peculiarly destitute and
unsettled circumstances, you cannot spend your Sabbaths as many among
you no doubt wish: we thercfore earnestly recommend to you, while in
your present circumstances, to form small societies, in which you may weet
every Lord’s day for the purpose of social prayer and praise, reading the
Scriptures, and sermons of some of our most approved and pious divines.
Where you have not elders and deacons, regularly ordained, who may lead
your worship, we think you ought to choose from among yourselves those
whose knowledge, talents, and religious deportment are most conspicuous.
By this method your social attachments will be cherished, your habits of
worship improved, and you will be gradually ripening for the full establish-
ment of the ordinances of the gospel.

We hear with pain that you are peculiarly exposed to visits from men
unauthorized by the churches, unsound in faith, and of unholy and im-
moral lives, who call themselves preachers. We exhort you to be very care-
ful, neither to admnit nor encourage preachers with whose principles, connec-
tions, and characters, you are unacquainted.

As all the churches of our denomination, and also the churches of New
England, viewing with concern the evils which may follow the admission of
irregular and unauthorized preachers, have resolved that all their mission-
aries who visit you shall be furnished with proper evidences of their mission,
you have reason to suspect those who visit you without authentic certificates
from some known religious denomination. The weakest and most worthless
of men are able to create and foment divisions : the judicious and pious will
lead to union—such as these, your present circumstances peculiarly require.

We cannot entertain a doubt, that when you consider the extent of the mis-
sion, and the circumstances attending its fulfilment, you will cheerfully con-
tribute your assistance (as some places amongst you have already done)
toward the prosecuting of this object, as soon as your situation shall render
such a measure eligible.

We sincerely desire that you may abound in the fruits of holiness under
that measure of cultivation which the great Lord of the harvest may afford
i:n; that you would use your utmost endeavour to procure, as soon as may

, & more complete and extensive establishment of gospel means amongst
fou, and that you would unite your earnest prayers with us, that the know-
edge of the Lord may cover the earth as the waters do the sea.

We are, dear friends and brethren, in the bonds of our common Chris-
tianity, yours affectionately. Signed by order,

ALEXANDER McWHoRTER, Modcrator.”

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

8 o’clock, P. M.

The Assembly met, and was constituted with prayer. Members present
as before.

By order, The minutes of the last sitting were read.

The several Presbyteries under the superintendence of the General As-
sembly delivered a list of their ministers according to seniority, and the times
of their respective ordinations, except the Presbyteries of Long Island, Red-
stone, Lexington, and those Presbyteries which were not present.

Ordered, That the door-keeper be paid by the Treasurer five pounds ten
shillings, for his services and other incidental expenses of this Assembly;
also twenty-five dollars to the Stated Clerk, as a compensation for his ser-
vices for the present year.
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On motion, Resolved, That two dozen copies of Dr. Doddridge’s ¢ Rise
and Progress,” be procured at the expense of this Assembly, and dis-
persed among the frontiers of Pennsylvania and New York states.

Resolved, That the next General Assembly of this church be held in the
Presbyterian church of Carlisle, on the third Thursday of May, 1795, at
11 o’clock, A. M.

The Moderator, after making known the above order, did then dissolve the
Assembly, agreeably to the form prescribed in the constitution.

Concluded with prayer.

SUMMARY FOR 1794.
Synop o New Yorx anp New JErsey.

Presbyteries. Ministers settled. Without charge.  Licentiates. Vacant churches.
Dutchess, 2 2 1 3
Long Island, 9 4 2 3
New York, 0 3 3 8
New Brunswick, 15 1 8
Albany, 8 2 10

SyNop oF PuiLADELPHIA.
Philadclphia, 12 1 2 6
New Castle, 12 3 8
Lewes, 7 3
Baltimore, . 6 1 2 4
Carlisle, 18 3 3 10
Huntingdon, 10 1
Synop oF VIRGINIA,

Redstone, 1 20
Ohio, 5

Hanover, 5 3 3 8
Lexington, 12 1 7 13

Transylvania. No report.
Synop or THE CaAROLINAS.

Orange, 19 1 9 22
South Carolina. No report.
Abingdon. No report.

Total, 167 20 2 126
Amount of collections, 644/, 2. 8d.

Dratns.—In Albany Presbytery one minister dicd, name not given; in that of New
York, one died and one was dcposed, names not given; in that of Hanover, the Rev.
John Todd died July 27th, 1793 ; in that of Redstone, the Rev. Thaddeus Dodd dicd May
20th, 1793; in that of Baltimore, the Rev. James Hunt died June 2d, 1793.

—————

1795.

CARLISLE, May 21st, 1795.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church io the United States of
America met, according to appointment, in the Presbyterian church in Car-
lisle, and was opened with a sermon by the Rev. Dr. Alexander McWhorter,
the last year's Moderator, from Acts xx. 24 : ¢ But none of these things move
me ; neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course
with joy, and the ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify
the gospel of the grace of God.”

Neither of the Clerks of last year being present, Mr. Armstrong and Mr.
\;an Artsdalen were appointed pro tempore until new Clerks should be
chosen.

The commissioners produced their commissions to the General Assembly,
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which having been read, the following persons appeared to have been consti-
tutionally appointed commissioners, and they took their seats accordingly,
and are as follows, viz :

1. PrESBYTERY OF NEW YorRK—Ministers—Dr. Alexander McWhorter,
Mr. Jacob Van Artsdalen, Dr. John McKnight. Elders—Mr. Nathaniel
Little, Mr. Mathew Freeman.

2. PRESBYTERY OF NEW BRUNswICK—Ministers—Mr. John Ianpa,
Mr. James F. Armstrong.  Elder—Mr. John Bayard.

8. PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA— Ministers—Mr. Nathaniel Irwin,
Mr. John Gemmil, Mr. John Abeel. Elders—Mr. Isaac Snowden, Mr. John
Shatton, Mr. Joel Fithian.

4. PresBYTERY OF NEW CASTLE—Minister—Mr. Colin McFarquar,
Elders—None.

5. PrEsBYTERY OF LEWES— Minister—Mr. Francis Hindman. FElders
—None.

6. PRESBYTERY OF BALTIMORE—M(nisters—Dr. James Muir, Mr. Cun-
ningham Semple. Elders—None.

7. PrRESBYTERY OF CARLISLE— Ministers—Dr. Charles Nesbit, Dr. John
King, Mr. Thomas McPherrin, Mr. William Paxton. Elder—DMr. John M.
Bayard.

8. PRESBYTERY OF REDSTONE—Ministers—Mr. Samuel Porter, Mr.
William Swan. Elders—Mr. John Shields, Mr. John Barnet.

9. PrESBYTERY OF OH10—Ministers—Mr. John McMillan, Mr. Joseph
Patterson. Elders—Mr. Patrick Scott, Mr. William Smiley.

10. PRESBYTERY OF TRANSYLVANIA— Ministers—Mr. David Rice, Mr.
James Blythe. Elder—Mr. Robert Patterson.

%Il. PRESBYTERY OF ORANGE—Minister—Mr. David Caldwell. Elders
—None.

12. PresBYTERY OF LonG IsLaAND—None.

13. PrEsBYTERY OF DutcHEss—None.

14. PRESBYTERY OF ALBANY—None.

Mr. William Ross appeared and informed the General Assembly that he
had been commissioned as a ruling elder by the Presbytery of Baltimore, but
had forgotten to bring his commission with him. Dr. Muir, who assured the
General Assembly that he had signed Mr. Ross’s commission as Moderator,
and Mr. C. Semple, commissioners from the Presbytery of Baltimore, having
testified that Mr. Ross was duly appointed commissioner with them, the Ge-
neral Assembly agreed that Mr. Ross be admitted as a commissioner, and he
took his seat accordingly.

The Rev. Drury Lacy, from the Presbytery of Hanover, produced a com-
mission of his appointment as a commissioner, signed by the Clerk. Mr.
Lacy informed the Geuneral Assembly that the omission of the signature by
the Moderator was solely owing to inattention to the Constitution, and to the
Presbytery’s having always considered every act of their body signed by the
Clerk alone as carrying due testimony with it. Mr. Lacy’s commission was
accepted, and he took his seat accordingly.

Mr. Moses Hoge, minister, and Mr. John Kearsley, ruling elder, produced
commissions from the Presbytery of Winchester, which Presbytery was
ordered to be formed and coustituted by the Synod of Virginia, by dividing
the Presbytery of Lexington so as to make two Presbyteries. And though
no report was produced from the Synod of Virginia, that said Presbytery
had been made and constituted according to order, yet there appearing ample
testimony to the General Assembly that such was the case, the commissions
of Mr. Hoge and Mr. Kearsley were approved, and they took their seats
accordingly.
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The General Assembly proceeded to the election of a Moderator, and the
Rev. Dr. McKnight was duly chosen. The Rev. Messrs. Armstrong and
Van Artsdalen were duly elected Clerks.

Ordered, To read the minutes of the last General Assembly.

No commissioners appeared from the General Association of the state of
Counecticut.

Dr. McWhorter, Messrs. Hanna, Abecl, McFarquar, Hindman, C. Semple,
McPherrin, Porter, McMillan, Rice, Caldwell, Hoge, and Lacy, ministers;
and Messrs. John Bayard, Little, Snowden, Ross, John M. Bayard, and
Kearsley, were appointed a Committce of Bills and Overtures, to meet in
this church to-morrow morning at 6 o’clock, and afterwards upon their own
adjournments.

The minutes of the last General Assembly were read to the end of the re-
port of the Synod of Virginia.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.

May 22nd, 9 o'clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment. U. P. P. 8. Q. S.

Ordered, To read the minutes of the last session.

The Rev. James Johnson and the Rev. Isaac Grier, from the Presbytery
of Huntingdon, the Rev. Nathaniel W. Semple, and Mr. Amos Slaymaker,
ruling elder, from the Presbytery of New Castle, and Mr. William Harris,
ruling elder, from the Presbytery of Carlisle, appeared as commissioners,
and their commissions having been read and approved, they took their seats
accordingly.

Ordered, To proceed in reading the minutes of the last General Assembly.

Dr. McWhorter, Mr. Lacy, and Mr. Porter, ministers, and Mr. John Bay-
ard, elder, were appointed to examine the rccords of the Synod of Philadel-
phia, and report as soon as convenient.

The books of the Synods of New York and New Jersey, Virginia, and the
Carolinas were not brought up to the Geoeral Assembly.

Ordered, That Dr. King, Mr. Nathaniel W. Semple, and Mr. John M.
Bayard be a committee to examine the Treasurer’s Accounts, and report as
soon as convenient,

Mr. C. Semple reported that he had fulfilled the different missions appointed
him by the General Assembly, and a mission appointed by the Presbytery of
Baltimore by order of the General Assembly, and that he had received, dur-
ing the course of his different missions, £20 17s. 9d.

Mr. Robert Smith reported that he had spent four months in fulfilling the
missions appointed to him by the General Assembly; but that he had found
it impracticable during the winter season, from want of health, to remain out
the other two months.

Both of the missionaries informed the General Assembly, that most of the
places where they preached appeared to be duly sensible of the care and at-
tention of the General Assembly, in sending missionaries to preach the gos-
pel among them, and requested a continuance of missionaries, as there was
e}v;ery appearance of the most important advantages from the prosecution of
this plan.

The General Assembly heard with approbation, the circumstantial narra-
tives of Mr. Semple and Mr. Smith, respecting the state of religion and of
society in the places where they had preached.

No ofticial reports were made by the Synods of Virginia and of the Caro-
linas, respecting their missionaries ; but individual members from those Sy-
nods informed the General Assembly that missions had been appointed, and,
they believe, executed as far as circumstances would admit.
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Mr. Judd, one of the missionaries appointed last year, was not present ;
there was no report respecting the fulfilment of his mission.
Adjourned until 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

3 o'clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and was constituted
with prayer. Members present as before.

The minutes of the last session were read according to order.

Dr. McWhorter, Mr. Hanna, Dr. King, and Mr. Irwin, ministers, and Mr.
Isaac Snowden, Mr. John Bayard, and Mr. Fithian, elders, were appointed
to prepare a report to be laid {)cfore the General Assembly on Monday next
in the forenoon, on the subject of missions to the frontiers.

The General Assembly finding, upon inquiry, that the orders respecting
materials for Church History, have been complied with in general by all the
Presbyteries present, and several Presbyterics having declared, that though
‘there may be deficiencies in their collections, yet they have done every thing
they can in that business ;

%’hereupon the General Assembly did, and do hereby, for the last time,
renew the orders to all the Presbyteries who may not have fully complied
with former orders, to complete the collection of materials for Church His-
tory, in all their congregations settled or vacant, and take the most decisive
measures that they be transmitted to the Stated Clerk at or before the meet-
ing of the next General Assembly.

Dr. McWhorter, one of the delegates from the last General Assembly to
the General Association of the state of Connecticut, reported that he, with
Mr. Chapman, attended the said Association agreeably to their appointment.
That Mr. Clark, the other delegate, did not attend.

Dr. McWhorter laid before the Geueral Assembly an extract from the min-
utes of the proceedings of the General Association of the state of Connecti-
cut, which, having been read, was ordered to be entered upon the minutes of
the General Assembly, and was as follows :

“ The motion of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, that
the delegates from that Assembly to this Association, and the delegates from
this Association to that Assembly, be empowered to vote in all questions de-
cided in those bodies respectively, was taken into consideration; and after
discussion, the General Association voted a compliance with the said pro-

088].”

That the above is an authentic extract from the minutes of the procecdings
of the General Association of the state of Counecticut, at their sessions be-
gun on the 17th day of June, A. D., 1794, is attested by

JoNaTHAN EpwaRrDS, Scribe of the General Association.

The General Assembly proceeded to the election of delegates to the next
General Association of the state of Connecticut, to mcet at Saybrook on
Tuesday 16th of June next, and the Rev. Drs. Ashbel Green and William
M. Tenuent, and Mr. John Gemmil, were duly chosen, and are hereby ordered
to give an account of their diligence to the business of their delegation, to
the next General Assembly. A copy of this minute, attested by the Stated
Clerk, shall be a sufficient warrant of their delegation.

Resolved, That the delegates to the General Association of the state of
Coonnecticut be allowed one dollar per day during their attendance with the
Association, and at the rate of one dollar for every forty miles going and re-
turning. Which sums the Treasurer is hereby ordered to pay out of the fund
of the General Assembly.

Mr. Leacock was appointed to supply Dr. Green’s pulpit the second Sab-
bath, and Mr. Hunter the third Sabbath in June.
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Mr. James Boyd was appointed to supply Dr. Tennent’s pulpit the second
Sabbath of June at Abington, and Dr. Blair the third Sabbath of June at
New Providence. .

Mr. Grier was appointed to supply Mr. Gemmil’s pulpit the second Sab-
bath of June at Charleston, and Mr. Mitchel the third Sabbath of June at
Great Valley, during their attendance at the meeting of the General Asso-
ciation of the state of Connecticut.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.

May 23d, 9 o’clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and was constituted
with prayer. Present as before.

The minutes of the last session were read according to order.

The committee appointed to meet the Trustees of the College of New Jer-
sey in September last, in order to dispose of the interest of certain moneys
in possession of the Board, appropriated to the education of poor and pious
youth, reported, That they met according to order, and directed a sum, not ex-
ceeding seventy-four pounds, to be appropriated for the use of certain per-
sons of the character aforesaid.

On motion,.Resolved, That Mr. John B. Smith, Mr. William Boyd, and Mr.
Gilbert Snowden be a committee to meet the Board of Trustees of New Jer-
sey College, at the next commencement to be held at Princeton, for the pur-

e of ascertaining the amount of the funds in the hands of said Board, the
interest of which is subject to the appropriation of the General Assembly,
and to direct the appropriation of any interest which may have accrued by
that time.
~ There was no report respecting the Index to the printed extracts and writ-
gen ll':cords of the General Assembly, ordered to be prepared by the Stated

lerk.

Otrdered, That he prepare said Index by the meeting of the next General
Assembly.

Ordered, That the Synodical reports and the duplicate reports from the
Presbyteries, be delivered in on Monday forenoon.

There was no report from the Presbytery of Albany respecting the mis
%on ordered to be sent by them to the Western frontiers of the state of New

ork.

The committee appointed to review the proofs of the Confession of Faith
and Catechisms, &e., reported that they have executed, in part, the business
eommitted to them, and expected to be able to complete it, so far as depends
on them, agaiust the meeting of the next General Assembly.

Ordered, That the committee be continued, and that they complete, if pos-
sible, the business, and report to the next General Assembly.

Respecting the overture recommending provision to be made for the sup-
port of ministers in our communion, and their families who may be in dis-
tressed circumstances, and transmitted, by the last General Assembly, to the
different Presbyteries, that they might signify their opinion thereon to this
General Assembly, the Presbyteries represented in this General Assembly
gave it ag their opinion, that though they approve of the object, they con-
sider the plan inexpedient and improper to be adopted.

Ordered that a letter from the Presbytery of Philadelphia, on the above
subject, lie on the table for consideration.

The Treasurer reported, that the order of the last General Assembly for
the distribution of two dozen of copies of Doddridge’s Rise and Progress, on
thehfrontiers of the States of New York and Pennsylvania, was complied
with.

13
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The following credentials were overtured by the Committee of Overtures;
and thereupon the Assembly ordered that record be made as follows, viz:
The credentials of Mr. Samuel Knox, a licentiate from the Presbytery of
Belfast, in Ireland, were laid before the General Assembly, by the Presbytery
of Baltimore, which, having been read, were approved ; and the Presbytery
of Baltimore was ordered to take Mr. Knox under their care. The creden-
tials of Mr. William Arthur, an ordained minister lately in connection with the
Associate Reformed Presbytery of New York, with testimonials of his having
been received as a member of the Presbytery of Philadelpbia, were laid be-
fore the General Assembly, which, having been read, were approved.

The credentials of Mr. John Porter, a licentiate from the Presbytery of
Dromore, in Ireland, were laid before the General Assembly by the Pres-
bytery of New Castle, which, having been read, were approved; and the
Presbytery of New Castle were ordered to take Mr. Porter under their care.

The credentials of Mr. Samuel Leacock, an ordained minister, lately pas-
tor of an Independent Congregation in Lacemlashire, in England, were laid
before the General Assembly by the Presbytery of Philadelphia, which, having
been read, were approved.

The following request was overtured by the Committee of Bills and Over-
tures: .
That the Synods of Virginia and the Carolinas have liberty to direct their
Presbyteries to ordain such candidates as they may judge necessary to ap-
point on missions to preach the gospel ; whereupon,

Resolved, That the above request be granted—the Synods being careful
to restrict the permission to the ordination of such candidates only as are
engaged to be sent on missions.

" Adjourned until Monday morning at 10 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.

May 25th, 10 o'clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and was con-
stituted with prayer.

Members present as before, except Mr. Ross, who had leave of absence
during the remainder of the sessions, and Mr. Hindman absent through indis-

sition.
po'.l'he committee on the subject of missions reported according to order.
The report having been read and amended, was adopted, and is as follows :

The committee on the subject of missions met, Dr. McWhorter, Dr. King,
Mr. Hanna, Mr. Snowden, Col. ‘Bayard. and Mr. Fithian, present. Dr.
McWhorter, chosen Moderator, and Dr. King, Clerk.

. On the subject of their appointment they agreed,

1. That Mr. Thatcher be appointed a8 missionary till the next General As-
sembly, to commence his labours as soon as convenient at Wyoming; to
proceed up the river to Tioga Point, Newtown Point, Great Flat, and to the
Seneca Lake, &c.; and to visit the several settlements in that course and
in the Genessee country, officiating statedly in those places where there may
appear to him the greatest prospect of usefulness in the different objects of
his mission, and that he have four Sabbaths during the mission at dis-
cretion. .

2. That John Porter be appointed a missionary for three months, to set
out as soon as possible from kishing Creek on the north-east branch of the
Susquebanna, and to proceed up the river to Wyoming, Tioga Point, and
from thence up the east branch as far as Cooper’s Town, visiting the several
settlements in that route.
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8. That Mr. McLene be appointed a missionary for three months, to set
out as soon as possible from Lycoming on the west branch of the Susque-
hanna, to proceed across the mountains to the Chemung Branch, Painted
Post, Bath, Genessee River, Conodaque, and Seneca, and visiting the several
settlements in this course, and such other places as may appear proper.

4. That Mr. C. Semple be appointed a missionary for two months to the
western shore of Maryland ; to confine his labours to such settlements and
people as may not yet have been formed into regular societies, and appear
unable, in their present state, to make compensation for supplies.

5. The north-western missionaries are instructed not to approach nearer
to Albany than Cooper’s Town ; to be particularly attentive to such settle-
ments as are most out of the reach of other supplies, and to inquire after and
visit any such as are newly formed, if they should appear of sufficient conse-

uence.
1 Mr. Martin, Mr. McLene, and Mr. Porter, are directed to advise, when
they have an opportunity, with Mr. Thatcher with regard to the measures,
&c., to be observed for rendering their mission most convenient and useful.

6. That the salary of the missionaries shall be at the rate of thirty-three
and one-third dollars per month, and that the Treasurer advance to Mr.
Thatcher one hundred dollars, and to each of the others one month’s salary;
and that the missionaries account with the General Assembly for any moneys
which may be voluntarily raised for their support in any places where they
mag preach.

rdered, That the Clerks prepare and report, as soon as convenient, a
draught of a commission for the missionaries to the frontiers.

Dr. King, Mr. N. Semple, and Mr. John M. Bayard, the committee ap-
pointed to examine the accounts of the Treasurer of the General Assembly,
delivered in their report, which was approved, and is as follows :

“ Carlisle, May 25th, 1795.

The committece appointed by the General Assembly have examined the
accounts of Mr. Snowden, their Treasurer, since the last settlement, and
have seen his vouchers, and find them just and true ; and that there is a
balance of three hundred and six pounds fifteen shillings and ten pence in the
hands of the said Treasurer due to the General Assembly.

JouN King,

N. W. SEMPLE,

JoBN M. Bavarp.”
Adjourned till 8 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

8 d'clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and was constituted
with prayer. Present as before,

The minutes of the last session were read according to order.

The Synods of New York and New Jersey, and of Philadelphia, gave in
their annual reports, which were as follows :

Agreeably to the direction of the General Assembly, the Synod of New
York and New Jersey met October . . . . . s 1794, report,

That the Synod consists of five Presbyteries—Albany, Dutchess, Long
Island, New York, and New Brunswick.

That the Presbytery of Albany consists of eleven ministers, all of whom
have oharges. They have eighteen vacant congregations under their care,
of which ten are deemed able to support each a minister, and eight are not yet
able. They have ordained three candidates to the work of the gospel minis-
try, and installed them as pastors of particular congregations. And they
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l&ave one candidate under their care, as appears by their report to the Synod,
o. 1.

The Presbytery of Dutchess made no report to Synod.

The Presbytery of Long Island consists of twelve ministers, nine of whom
have charges, and three have not charges. They have three vacant con-
gregations, each able to support a minister. They have two candidates.
They have received two members, one from the Presbytery of Albany, and
the other from the Presbytery of Dutchess. They bave dismissed two mem-
bers, one to join the Association of Litchfield-South, in the state of Connecti-
cut, and one of their members has been removed by death, as appears by
their Report to Synod No. 2.

The Presbytery of New York consists of twenty-three ministers, twenty of
whom have charges, one has the care of an academy at Hackensack, and
two have not charges. They have three vacant churches, or congregations,
each able to support a minister ; and six, in their present united state, are
deemed able to support three ministers, and three not yet able. They have
admitted one licentiate from the Association of the Western District of Fair-
field county in the state of Connecticut, and dismissed another to put himself
under the care of the Presbytery of Albany; and they have ordained another
to the work of the gospel ministry, and installed him pastor of & particular
congregation. They have two candidates under their care; and one of their
members has been removed by death, as appears by their Report to the
Synod No. 3.

The Presbytery of New Brunswick consists of sixteen members, twelve of
whom have charges ; one is President, and one Vice President of the College
of New Jersey, and two have not charges. They have three candidates
under their care. They have four vacancies under their care, each able to
support a minister; six, in their united state, able to support three ministers,
and oue not able : and one of their members has been removed by death, as
appears by their Report to Synod, No. 4.

JoHuN RopaErs, Stated Clerk of the Synod.

The Synod of Philadelphia report to the General Assembly, That this
Synod consists of six Presbyteries, as followeth :

1. The Presbytery of Philadelphia, containing twelve ministers, of whom
eleven have pastoral charges, viz :—Rev. Dr. John Ewing, First Presbyterian
Church, Philadelphia ; Rev. Francis Peppard, Allentown ; Rev. Dr. Samuel
Blair, without a charge ; Rev. James Boyd, Newton and Bensalem ; Rev. Dr.
W. Tennent, Abington, Norriton, and New Providence; Rev. Nathaniel
Irwin, Forks of Neshaminy; Rev. Andrew Hunter, Woodbury; Rev. Dr.
John B. Smith, Third Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia ; Rev. Dr. Ashbel
Green, Second Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia; Rev. Ethan Osborne,
Fairfield; Rev. John Gemuil, Great Valley, Charleston, and West Chester;
Rev. Abijah Davis, Cape May. Licentiates—Messrs. Nathaniel Harris,
William Clarkson. Candidate—Mr. Uriah Dubois. Vacant churches—
gftgsgrove, Deerfield, Greenwich, Bridgetown, Penn’s Neck, Deep Run, and

inicum.

2. The Presbytery of New Castle, consisting of eleven ministers, all of
whom have pastoral charges, viz :—Rev. William McKennan, Redclay-Creek,
and Wilmington ; Rev. James Latta, Chestnut Level ; Rev. Colin McFarquar,
Donegal ; Rev. Alexander Mitchel, Upper Octarara and Doe Run; Rev.
John McCreary, Whiteclay Creek and Head of Christiana; Rev. Thomas
Read, First Presbyterian Church, St. George’s Hundred; Rev. William
Smith, Wilmiogton ; Rev. Nathaniel W. Semple, Leacock, Lancaster, and
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Upper Octarara ; Rev. Samuel Barr, New Castle and Christiana Bridge ; Rev.
John Burton, St. George's; Rev. Nathaniel Grier, Brandywine Mauor.
Licentiates—Messrs. Samuel Davidson, William Woods, Samuel Ralston.
Vacant Churches—FEast Nottingham, New London, Little Britton, Peques,
The Grove, West Nottingham, Pencader, Middleton in Delaware State, %ﬁd-
dleton in Delaware County, Lower Brandywine, Elkton, Charleston, and
Thorough-fare-neck.

8. The Presbytery of Baltimore, consisting of eight ministers, of whom
seven only have pastoral charges, viz: Rev. John Slomons, Chanceford;
Rev. Dr. Patrick Alison, Baltimore; Rev. George Luckey, Centre and Be-
thel; Rev. Dr. James Muir, Alexandria; Rev. Stephen B. Balch, George-
town ; Rev. Caleb Johnson, Deer Creek ; Rev. Enoch Matson, Bermuda ;
Rev. Andrew Law, without a charge. Licentiates—Messrs. Cunningham
Sample, Samuel Martin, and John Brackenridge. Vacant Churches—Capt.
John, Bladensburg, Fredericktown, Slate Ridge, and Soldier’s Delight.

4. The Presbytery of Carlisle, consisting of twenty ministers, of whom
sixteen only have pastoral charges, viz: Rev. Dr. Charles Nesbit, President
of Dickinson College ; Rev. Dr. Robert Cooper, Middle Spring ; Rev. Robert
McMurdie, without charge ; Rev. James Lang, East Connecocheague ; Rev.
John Craighead, Rocky Spring ; Rev. Dr. John King, Upper Connecocheague
West ; Rev. John Black, without charge ; Rev. Dr. Robert Davidson, Carlisle ;
Rev. Thomas McPherrin, Lower East and West Connecocheague ; Rev. Daniel
Jones, without a charge ; Rev. Samuel Waugh, East Pennsborough and Mo-
naghan ; Rev. John Linn, Shureman’s Valley; Rev. Joseph Henderson,
Great Connewago; Rev. Samuel Wilson, Big Spring; Rev. James Snod-
grass, Hanover; Rev. William Paxton, Lower Marsh Creek and Tom’s
Creek ; Rev. Robert Cathcart, York and Hopewell ; Rev. Nathaniel Suow-
den, Harrisburg, Paxton, and Derry; Rev. John Boyd, Tuscarora and Fall-
ing Waters; Rev. David Denny, Path Valley. Licentiates—Messrs. Wil-
liam Spier, Samuel Mahan, and James MoClean. Vacant Churches—Up-

er Marsh Creek, Piney Creek, Bedford, Great Cove, Williams Port, and
Touth of Juniata.

5. The Presbytery of Huntingdon consists of eleven ministers, of whom
ten only have pastoral charges, viz: Rev. John Hoge, without a charge;
Rev. James Martin, Penn’s Valley; Rev. Hugh Magill, Cedar Spring and
Lower Tuscarora; Rev. David Bard, Franks Town; Rev. Matthew Stephen,
Up%er and Centre Waye-Township; Rev. James Jobunston, East and West
Kishacoquillas; Rev. John Johnston, Huntingdon and Harts Log; Rev.
Hugh Morrison, Northumberland, Sunbury, and Buffaloe ; Rev. John Bry-
son, Chilisquaque and Warrior's Run; Rev. Isaac Grier, Pine Creek, Ly-
coming, and gxreat Island ; Rev. David Wiley, Cedar Creek and Spring
Creek. Vacant Churches—Upper Tuscarora, Shavers Creek, Lewis Town,
Derry, Bald Eagle, Mahoning, Fishing Creek, Great Aughwick, Shearman’s
Creek, and Muncy.

6. The Presbytery of Lewes, consisting of seven ministers, of whom five
only have pastoral charges, viz: Rev. Jacob Ker, Wicomaco and Monokin ;
Rev. John Rankin, Buckingham; Rev. Samuel McMasters, Snow Hill and
Pitts Creek; Rev. William McKee, without a charge ; Rev. Francis Hind-
man, Cool Spring, Lewes, and Indian River; Rev. Isaac Tull, Broad Creek ;
Rev. John Collins, without a charge. Licentiate—Mr. John Johuson. Va-
cant Churches—Queen Ann’s, Duck Creek, Dover, Murderkill, Three Runs,
Johnstown, Blackwater, Rehoboth, Vienna, and Fishing Creek.

NATHANIEL IRWIN, Stated Clerk.

August 29¢h, 1794,
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A duplicate return was sent up according to order from the Presbytery of
.New York, and not from any other Presbytery belonging to the Synod of
New York and New Jersey.

Duplicate returns from the Presbyteries of Philadelphia, New Castle, and
Baltimore, were sent up according to order, and not from any other Presby-
teries of the Synod of Philadelphia.

Ordered, That Dr. Ewing, Mr. John B. Swith, Dr. Green, Mr. Abcel, and
Mr. Isaac Snowden, be a coramittee to have such parts of the minutes of the
present session of the General Assembly as they may judge will be of advan-
tage to the Church, printed together with an account of the collections made
agreeably to the order of the General Assembly, for defraying the expenses
of sending missionaries to preach the gospel on the frontiers.

Adjourned until to-morrow morning, at 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.

May 26th, 9 o'clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and constituted with

rayer. Present as before, except Mr. Porter and Mr. Shields, who had
eave of absence during the remainder of the session, and Mr. Gemmil ab-
sent without leave.

Dr. Muir informed the General Assembly that Mr. Martin declined accept-
ing the mission to the frontiers, to which he was appointed, giving as his
reason, the want of health. Mr. Martin’s reason was sustained. A motion
was then made that another person be appointed in his place; and the vote
being taken, the motion was decided in the negative ; whereupon,

Ordered, That Mr. John Porter, one of the missionaries, be directed to
pursue the route appointed for Mr. Martin.

The letter from the Presbytery of Philadelphia, on the subject of makin
provision for distressed ministers and their families, which had been ordereg
to lie upon the table for consideration, was taken up and read, and the fol-
ing overture which it contained, was ordered to be entered upon the min.
utes, and is as follows, viz:

The Presbytery of Philadelphia, having taken into consideration the pro-
posal of the General Assembly, relative to the establishment of a fund for
the relief of necessitous ministers and their families,

Resolved, That this Presbytery do highly approve of the object recom-
mended by the Assembly; but on mature consideration, are apprehensive
that the plan specified will be inadequate to the attainment of this object, and
therefore have determined to submit to the Assembly the following, viz :

That the General Assembly, or certain trustees in their behalf, be incor-

orated under the existing laws of Penosylvania. ,

The Presbytery are induced to bring forward the foregoing, because, if the
plan it contemplates be adopted, it would enable the Assembly to secure and
1mprove all such funds as they do at present, or may hereafter possess. It
would encourage persons by devise or otherwise to entrust them with estates
real or personal, to be applied to pious or charitable uses. The corporation
might be limited to make no sales or disbursements except in pursuance of
the resolutions of the Assembly; a rotation of the members be kept up by
successive elections at each Assembly, and brought under such other regula-
tions as may be deemed proper.

Resolved, That the foregoing overture and reasons alleged in support of
it, be laid before the next General Assembly, by the commissioners from this
Presbytery ; and that they be furnished for this purpose with a copy thereof
authenticated by the Clerk of Presbytery.

JoBN N. ABEEL, Clerk
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Whereupon, after due deliberation, it was

Resolved, That the Rev. Drs. John Ewing and Ashbel Green, the Rev.
John Smith and Rev. Nathaniel Irwin, with Dr. David Jackson and Ebene-
ger Hazard, be a committee, any three of whom, including Dr. Ewing or the
senior wember present, to be & quorum to prepare a draught of a charter as
proposed by the above overture, to be laid before the next General Assembly.

The following overture was brought in by the Committee of Bills and
Overtures, viz :

¢ A serious and conscientious person, a member of a Presbyterian congre-
gation, who views the slavery of the negroes as a moral evil, highly offensive
to God, and injurious to the interests of the gospel, lives under the minist
of a person, or amongst a society of people who concur with him in senti-
ment ou the subject upon general principles, yet for particular reasons hold
elaves, and tolerate the practice in others. Overtured, ought the former of
these persons, under the impressions and circumstances above described, to
hold Christian communion with the latter 7’

Whereupon, after due deliberation, it was

Resolved, That as the same difference of opinion with respect to slavery
takes place in sundry other parts of the Presbyterian Church, notwithstanding
which they live in charity and peace according to the doctrine and practice

of the Apostles, it is hereby recommended to all conscientious persons, and -

especially to those whom it immediately respects, to do the same. At the
same time, the General Assembly assure all the churches under their care,
that they view, with the deepest concern, any vestiges of slavery which may
exist in our country, and refer the churches to the records of the General
Assembly published at different times, but especially to an overture of the
late Synod of New York and Philadelphia, published in 1787, and republished
among the extracts from the Minutes of the General Assembly of 1793, on
that head, with which they trust every conscientious person will be fully
satisfied.

Resolved, That Mr. Rice and Dr. Muir, ministers, and Mr. Robert Patter-
son, an elder, be a committee to draught a letter to the Presbytery of Tran-
sylvania, on the subject of the above overture, and report in the afternoon.

The Clerks reported, agreeably to order, a draught of a commission for the
missionaries to the frontiers, which, being read, was adopted, and is as fol-
lows, viz:

“The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States
of America, now sitting at Carlisle, reposing confidence in your piety, pru-
dence, and abilities for the important business, do hereby appoint you oue of
their missionaries. ’

In discharge of the trust committed to you, much must be left to your
discretion. But the General Assembly, viewing with concern the state of our
frontiers, and other settlements destitute of the regular administration of the
worship and ordinances of God, and desirous to do all in their power to
extend the blessings to be derived from the means of grace, confidently
expect that you will faithfully preach the gospel, administer its ordinances,
organize churches, and ordain elders; doing all these things according to the
word of God, and the standards of our Church contained in our Confession
of Faith, Larger and Shorter Catechisms, the Government and Discipline, and
Directory for the worship of God: commending you to the grace and protec-
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ, we wish abundant success to your mission.
Of your diligence wherein, of the state of religion and of society, of the most
probable means of establishing the gospel in these parts, with every useful
and necessary information, you will give an account to the next General
Assembly.
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“Done at Carlisle, this 26th day of May, 1795, in the name and by the
order of the General Assembly. Signed— Moderator.
Attested—Clerks to the General Assembly.”

Ordered, That the commissions of the missionaries be signed by the Mode-
rator, and attested by the Clerks of the present General Assembly.

The committee appointed to review the records of the Synod of Philadel-
phia, reported, that they had reviewed them to the end of the year 1793, and
found them, in general, kept with accuracy and care, which report was ap-

roved.
P Adjourned until 8 o’clock, in the afternoon. Concluded with prayer.

8 o'clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and was consti-
tuted with prayer. Present as before, together with Mr. Hindman.

The minutes of the last session were read according to order.

The committee appointed to prepare a draught of a letter to the Presby-
tery of Transylvania, reported a draught, which being read and debated for
some time, 8 motion was made, Shall this draught of a letter be read and de-
bated by paragraphs, or not ¥ The vote being taken, the question was carried
in the afirmative. The consideration of the draught was resumed, and after
very considerable time spent therein, it was amended and adopted, and
ordered to be signed and sent to the Presbytery of Transylvania by their
commissioners.*

® We have found the original draught of this letter, which it seems caused much dis-
cussion ; and, as a part of the history of the discussions on this much litigated question,
we insert it, with the passages included in brackets, which in the course of the dis.
cussion were stricken out.

To our Brethren, members of the Preshyterian Church under the care of Transylvania
Presbytery.

Doar Fricnds and Brethren—The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church hear
with concern from your commissioners, that ditferences of opinion with respect to hold-
ing Christian communion with those possesscd of slaves, agitate the minds of some among
you, and threaten divisions which may have the most ruinous tendency. The subject of
slavery has repeatedly claimed the attention of the General Assembly, and the commis.
pioners from the Presbytery of Transylvania are furnished with attested copics of these
decisions, to be read by the Presbytery when it shall appear to them propoer, togcther
with a copy of this letter, to the several churches under their care.

The General Assciubly have taken cvery step which they deemed expedient or wise,
to encourage emancipation, and to render the state of those who are in slavery as mild
and tolcrable as possible.

[The General Assembly earnestly recommend to all under the care of any of their Pres-
byteries, who may be in posscssion of slaves, to make conscicnee to bring all of them up
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord; to have them taught to read; to impress
their minds with the importance of Christianity, and to familiarize them to habits of
industry and order. A negleet of this is inconsistent with the character of a Christian
master; but the obscrvance might prevent, in great part, what is really the moral evil
attending slavery, namely, allowing precious souls under the charge of mastcrs to perish
for lack of knowledge. Freedom is dcsirable, but cannot at all times be enjoyed with
advantage; a parent to set his child loose from all authority, would be doing him the
most essential injury. The child must first be prepared by education and discipline to
act for himsclf, betore the restraint of parental authority is taken off. A slave let loose
upon society, ignorant, idle, and headstrong, is in a state to injure others, and to ruin hiin-
sclf. No Christian master can answer for such conduct to his own mind. The slave
must first be in a situation to act properly as a member of civil society, before he can
advantageously be introduced therein.]

Forbecarance and peace are frequently inculcated and enjoined'in the New Testament.
[We at present know in part only. The most perfect knowledge of mortals in reference
to immortals, is the knowledge of childhood in reference to manhood. We ought there.
fore always to be ditident of ourselves, and rather to suspect ourselves, than by an ob.
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Ordered, That the Treasurer pay to the door-keeper four pounds four
shillings and threepence, for his services and other incidental expenses
during the sitting of the General Assembly. Also, to the Stated Clerk, twen-
ty-five dollars as a compensation for his services during the present year.

The General Assembly took into consideration the application made to
them by commissioners from a corporation in the state of Kentucky for the
promotion of literature ; and from the Presbytery of Transylvania, requesting
their countenance and assistance, in order that the said commissioners may
be aided in obtaining donations for the aforesaid institution ; and after mature
deliberation,

Resolved, That this General Assembly, earnestly wishing that the cause of
learning and religion may be promoted throughout the world, and especially
in these United States, did, and hereby do, assure all persons to whom the
commissioners, Mr. Rice and Mr. Blythe, may address themselves, that they
are ministers of the Presbyterian denomination, of good standing and high
reputation with us, and therefore do recommend them and their cause to all to
whom they may apply, for their liberality for the promotion of the seminary
about to be erected in that state.

Resolved, That this General Assembly be dissolved, and that the next
General Assembly meet in the First Presbyterian Church in the city of Phila-
delphia on the third Thursday of May, 1796, at 11 o’clock in the forenoon.
Whereupon, the Moderator did dissolve this Assembly agreeably to the form
prescribed in the constitution, and

Concluded with prayer.

SUMMARY FOR 1795.

Syxop oF New York aND NEw JERsky.
Presdyteries. Ministers settled. Without charge.  Licentiates.  Vacant churches.

Albany, 11 18
Dutchess. No report.
Long Island, 9 3 3
New York, 20 3 1 12
New Brunswick, 12 4 3 11
Syxop oF PHILADELPHIA.
Philadelphia, 11 1 2 7
New Castle, 11 3 13
Baltimore, 7 1 3 6
Carlisle, 16 4 3 6
Huntingdon, 10 1 10
wes, 5 2 1 10

stinate adherence to any favourable opinion, to hazard the peace and union of the Church.)
Blessed are the peace-makers. Let no one do any thing through strife and vainglory.
Let each esteem others better than himself. The followers of Jesus ought conscientiously
to walk worthy of their vocation, with all lowliness, and meckness, with long suffering,
forbearing one another, endeavouring to kecp the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace. If every difference of opinion were to keep men at a distance, they could subsist
in no state of sociez, either civil or religious. ‘The General Assembly would impress
this upon the minds of their brethren, and urge them to follow peace, and the things
which make for peace.

[The most showy, useful, and dcsirable talents shall pass away; prophecy, and know-
ledge, and tongues be forgotten, but love shall remain. It unites holy angels and pure
hulrl;1n:x|1 spirits. Let it be the cement of all the members of the Church of Christ on
earth,

The General Assembly commend our dear friends and brethren to the grace of God,
pr;ying t;hat the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, may posscss their hearts
and minds.

Signed by order of the Assembly.
14
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Svnop or VIRGINIA.
Preshyterics. Ministers settled. Without charge.  Licentiates.  Vacant churches.
Redstone, 9 1 12
Olio.  No report.
Hanover.  No report.
Lexington. No reoort

Transylvania, 11 2 4 21

Winchester, 5 6
Syxop or THE CaRroLiNas.

Orange, 19 15 22

South Carolina. No report.
Abingdon. No report.

Total, 156 2l 36 157

Deatus.—In the Presbytery of New York, the Rev. Dr. Timothy Johnes dicd Sep-
tember 15th, 1794 ; in that of{’hiladelphia, the Rev. Dr. James Sproat died October 16th,
1793, and the Rev. Isaac Foster, June . . . ., 1793 ; in that of New Brunswick, the Rev,
Israel Reed, November 28th, 1793; and in that of Long Island, the Rev. Elam Potter,
January 9th, 1794,

s

1796.

PHILADELPHIA, May 19¢A, 1796.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States
of America met, according to appointment, in the First Presbyterian church
in the city of Philadelphia, and was opcned with a sermon by the Rev. Dr.
John McKnight, the last year’s Moderator, from 2 Corinthians iv. 5: ¢ For
we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your ser-
vants for Jesus’ sake.”

Post preces, Messrs. Roe and Coe were appointed clerks pro tempore, as
neither of the clerks for the past year was present.

The commissioners produced their commissions to the General Assembly,
which being read, the following persons appeared to have been constitution-
ally appoioted, and took their seats accordingly.

1. PrEsBYTERY OF LoNGg ISLAND— Minister—Mr. Jacob Cram.

2. PRESBYTERY OF ALBANY—Ministers—Mr. John Warford and Mr.
Jounas Coe. Elder—Mr. Jacob D. Vander Heyden.

8. PRESBYTERY OF NEW YORK—Ministers—Dr. John McKnight, Mr.
Azel Roe, Mr. Peter Fish, Mr. John J. Carle. Elders—Mr. James Carpen-
ter and Mr. Jacob Davis.

4. PRESBYTERY OF NEW BRUNSWICK—Ministers—Mr. John Wood-
hull, Mr. Asa Dunham, and Doctor Samuel S. Smith. Elders—Colonel John
Bayard and Colonel John Covenhoven.

9. PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA— Ministers—Dr. John Ewing and Dr.
William M. Tennent. Elders—Mr. Isaac Snowden, Mr. Samuel Mann, and
Mr. Thomas Reeve.

6. PRESBYTERY OF NEW CASTLE—Ministers—Mr. Nathan Grier and
Mr. James Latta. Elder—Mr. James Cumming.

7. PRESBYTERY OF CARLISLE—AMinisters—Dr. Robert Davidson and
Mr. Catheart.

8. PRESBYTERY OF REDSTONE—Ministers—Mr. Jacob Jennings and Mr.
George Hill.  Elder—Mr. Hugh Larimore.

9. PRESBYTERY OF OHI10—Ministers—Mr. Thomas Moore and Mr. Boyd
Mercier.

10. PrRESBYTERY oF HANOVER— Minister—Mr. Archibald Alexander.

11. PressYTERY OF HUNTINGDON— Ministers—Mr. John Bryson and
Mr. David Wiley.
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12. From the PRESBYTERIES oF DuTcHESs, LEWES, BALTIMORE, LEXING-
TON, ORANGE, ABINGDON, SouTH CAROLINA, WINCHESTER, AND TRANSYL-
VANIA, there were no commissioners present.

The Rev. Mr. Cotton Mather Smith and the Rev. Mr. Nathan Fenn ap-
peared in the General Assembly, and produced a certificate from the Gene-
ral Association of the state of Connecticut, specifying their appointiment to
represent said Association in the General Assembly, and took their seats ac-
cordingly. ’

The Assembly then proceeded to the choice of a Moderator, and the Rev.
Dr. Davidson was elected to that office. And the Rev. Robert Catheart and
Rev. Jonas Coe were duly elected Clerks.

Ordered, That the minutes of the last General Assembly be read.

Dr. Tennent, Messrs. Cram, Warford, Roe, Dunham, Grier, Hill, More,
Alexander, and Bryson, ministers, and Messrs. Van Der Heyden, Bayard,
Snowden, Larimore, Covenhoven, and Cumming, elders, were appointed a
Committee of Bills and Overtures, to meet at 6 o’clock to-morrow morning
in the Second Presbyterian church, and afterwards on their own adjourn-
ments.

Adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock, in the Arch street church. Concluded
with prayer.

May 20th, 9 o'clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and was constituted
by prayer. Members present as before.

The Rev. Dr. Alison from the Presbytery of Baltimore, the Rev. John
Linn and the Rev. John Black from the Presbytery of Carlisle, ministers,
and Mr. Henry Southard from the Presbytery of New Brunswick, Mr.
Alexander McDonald from the Presbytery of Huntingdon, and Mr. David
Smith from the Presbytery of New Castle, elders, appeared as commission-
ers; and their commissions having been read and approved, they took their
seats accordingly.

By order, The minutes of the last sitting were read.

Dr. Alison and Mr. Black were added to the Committee of Bills and Over-
tures.

The books of the different Synods being called for, it was found that the
records of the Synod of New York and New Jersey only were present, and
Mr. Latta and Mr. Black were appointed a committee to examine the same.

Dr. Alison, Mr. Woodhull, and Colonel Bayard were appointed a commit-
tee to examine the Treasurer’s accounts, and report as soon as convenieut.

No official reports were made by the Synods of Virginia and the Carolinas
respecting missions. And as no report has been made by Mr. Judd on the
subject of his mission, he was ordered to report to the next General Assem-
bly, and the Stated Clerk was directed to transmit to him a copy of the
order.

Ordered, That the Synodical reports and duplicate reports from the Pres-
byteries be delivered in on Monday morning.

On inquiry it was found that the committee appointed to print the extracts
from the minutes of the last General Assembly, had not printed them, and
their reasons for omitting it were sustained.

On motion, Ordered, That Drs. Ewing and Alison be a committee to com-
pare the transcript of the minutes of the last General Assembly with the
original, and endeavour to bave the mistakes which appear in the former cor-
rected, and the deficiencies thereof supplied, taking the Rev. Mr. Armstrong,
one of the last year’s Clerks, to their assistance.

The Stated Clerk of the General Assembly reported, that he bad given
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attention to the order of the General Assembly requiring him to form an
Index to their mioutes, that he had made some progress in the execution of
the business committed to him, and hoped to complete it to the satisfaction of
the Assembly in the course of the present year.

The above report was accepted.

A petition from the Presbytery of Orange was handed in by the Commit-
tee of Bills and Overtures, and was read, praying that some rules and regu-
lations, from the proceedings of the former Synod of New York and Phila-
delphia, additional to our present discipline, should be adopted.

(gn motion made to dismiss the above petition, it was determined in the
negative.

Adjourned to meet at half-past 8 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

Ilalf-past three o'clock, P. M.

The Assembly met according to adjournment, and was coustituted by
prayer. Present as before.

The Rev. Dr. Ashbel Green from the Presbytery of Philadelphia, the
Rev. John Rankin from the Presbytery of Lewes, and Mr. John Murray
from the Presbytery of New York, elder, appeared as commissioners,
and their commissions having been read and approved, they took their seats
accordingly.

By order, The minutes of the last session were read.

The delegates who were last year appointed to meet the Geuneral Associa-
tion of Connecticut, made the following report which was accepted, viz :

That the whole delegation of the Assembly attended the Association during
the entire period of its sessions, and were received and treated with the
utmost cordiality and respect. That the greater part of the business of the
Association related, as 18 usual, to the peculiar circumstances of those
churches of which it is constituted an advisory council. That there were
two articles, however, which, as having a more extensive relation, your dele-
gates think proper to specify. The first of these was the sending of mis.
sionaries to preach the gospel and organize churches on the frontiers of the
country, in whioch your delegates were happy to observe the Association auni-
mated with a very laudable zeal, governed in general by a system similar to
that adopted by the Assembly, and disposed fully to harmonize with them in
the pursuit of the important object. The second article particularly referred
to was a recommendation to the churches under the care of the Association,
of seasons for special prayer for the revival of religion, in which was men-
tioned with approbation a plan which had already been adopted by some
churches both under their care and that of the General Assembly, of appro-
priating to this purpose, the afterncon of the first Tuesday of every quarter
of a year.

Tlfe General Assembly proceeded to the election of delegates to the next
General Association of Connecticut, to meet at Norwich on Tuesday, the 21st
day of June ; when it appeared that Dr. John McKnight, the Rev. Mr. Azel
Roe, and the Rev. Mr. Nathaniel Irwin, were duly chosen ; and are hereby
ordered to give an account of their diligence in the business of their delega-
tion to the next General Assembly. And a copy of this minute, attested by
the Stated Clerk, shall be a sufficient warrant for their appearing and acting
as the representatives of this General Assembly in the General Association.

Resolved, That the delegates to the General Association of Connecticut be
allowed two dollars per day during their attendance with the Association, and
at the rate of two dollars for every forty miles in going and returning ; which "
sums the Treasurer is hereby ordered to pay out of the Fund of the Gene-
ral Assembly,
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The Assembly resolved, that in electing delegates to the General Associa-
tion of the state of Connecticut, the roll of the house shall be called, and
every member shall nominate any number of candidates he may please, not
exceeding three, the candidates to consist of any ordained miunisters of the
Presbyterian church. When such nomination is made, if any of the candi-
dates present be acquainted with any circumstances which forbid their at-
tendance on the Association, or if any member present be acquainted with
any such circumstances in regard to candidates who may not be present, they
shall be at liberty to make them known to the Assembly, that the names of
such candidates, if it be judged expedient, may be stricken off the list. From
the names which remain on the list after this procedure, an election shall be
made of three members to attend the Association, which election shall be
made by ballot on the opening of that sitting of the Assembly which shall
immediately succeed the one at which the nomination took place.

Doctor McWhorter was appointed to supply Doctor McKuight's pulpit the
third Sabbath in June, and Mr. Nathan Woodhull the fourth. Mr. Cook. was
appointed to supply Mr. Roe’s pulpit the third Sabbath of June, and Mr.
Woodruff the fourth. Mr. Boyd to supply Mr. Irwin’s pulpit the third Sab.
bath in June, and Mr. Gemmil the fourth.

The Assembly resumed the consideration of the petition from the Presby-
tery of Orange, and on motion,

Resolved, That said petition be committed to Dr. Green, Mr. Hunter,
and Mr. Irwin, who are to report thereon to the next General Assembly.

Adjourned to meet at 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. Concluded with
prayer.

May 21st, 1796, 9 o'clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and was constituted
by prayer. Present as before, except Doctor S. Smith, who had leave of
absence the remaining sessions of the Assembly.

By order, The minutes of the last session were read.

A motion was made and seconded that Mr. Robert Elliott, a licensed can-
didate from the Presbytery of Monaghan, in Ireland, and now under the care
of the Presbytery of New Castle, having exhibited testimonials of his licen-
sure and good character before a meeting of ministers and elders who assem-
bled in York Town last year to hold the Synod of Philadelphia, the validity,
authenticity, and competence of which testimonials were by them certified to
the General Assembly, should be considered by the Presbytery of New Castle
as a licentiate in full standing, notwithstanding the failure, in point of form,
occasioned by the Synod aforesaid not having constituted, because the mem-
bers attending judged there were not Presbyteries enough present to make &
Synod. After some debate the final decision of the motion was postponed.

The following paper was brought into the Assembly through the Commit-
tee of Overtures and read, viz:

« At the Presbyterian church in the borough of York, on Wednesday the
28th day of October 1795, a number of members belongiug to the Syuod of
Philadelphia met, according to adjournment, but not being a quorum, could
not proceed constitutionally to business.

Doctor Davidson, the last years Moderator, preached a sermon on 1 Cor-
inthians i. 21 : ¢ For after that, in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom
knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishuess of preaching to save them
that believe.’

There were present—of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, Mr. Nathaniel
Irwin. Of the Presbytery of New Castle, Mr. Colin McFarqubar, minister,
and Mr. William Anderson, elder. Of the Presbytery of Baltimore, Mr.
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George Lucky and Cunningham Semple, ministers, and Robert Kirkwood,
elder. Of the Presbytery of Carlisle, Doctors J. Kiog and Davidson, the
Rev. Messrs. T. Lang, Thomas McPherrin, John Linn, John Black, William
Paxton, John Boyd, Robert Cathcart, William Spear, David Denny, Daniel
Jones, Samuel Wilson, with John Dunbar, William Harris, and John Carson,
elders.

Under these circumstances, the members present agreed to meet to-mor-
row at 9 o’clock A. M., in hope that a quorum may by that time appear.

Thursday morning, 9 o’clock, the members above mentioned met, together
with the Rev. Andrew Hunter from the Presbytery of Philadelphia.

“The Moderator of the last Synod took the chair, and a question was taken,
¢Are the members present sufficient to form a Synod agreeably to the Consti-
tution 7 which was determined in the negative.

There being no prospect of other members attending, so as to constitute a
Synod, it was agreed to separate. And asitappears to be the general opinion
that the Moderator of last year has no power to call another meeting, that
the commissioners to be sent by the Presbytery of Carlisle to the next Gene-
ral Assembly be requested to lay before that body the situation of the Synod
of Philadelphia, and to request orders and instructions respecting the next
meeting of the Synod. And as it is possible that this or other Synods may
hereafter be brought into a similar situation, said commissioners were request-
ed to submit to the General Assembly, whether it might not be expedient so
to alter the Constitution as to enable any number of members who attend at
the time and place to which any judicature stands adjourned, not only to ad-
journ from day to day till a quorum appears, but also to transact certain busi-
ness, to be limited and described, and to adjourn to another time and place.

The members met also concluded, that an alteration appears necessary in
the Plan of Government, respecting the meetings of the General Assembly.
That considering the great extent of country from which the attendance of
members is required to constitute that body, and the unavoidable expense of
such attendance, it is unreasonable to expect an equal and respectable delega-
tion while the meetings thereof are required to be annual. It is also observed,
that so much of the business and concerns of the Church has gotten into the
hands of that body, that the meetings of Synod are thought to be hardly ne-
cessary, and consequently are often very partiully attended. It was there-
fore agreed to submit to the consideration of the next General Assembly, the
propriety of taking constitutional measures to effect an alteration of the Plan
of (Government, 80 as to admit Assemblies to meet only once in three years,
if they judge it expedient.”

A motion was made and seconded, that the members who met at York
were not competent to form a Synod, as they state in their represcntation ;
because there were not present three members from any two Presbyteries, dis-
tinctly considered, within the bounds of said Synod.

The previous question being moved and seconded, viz: ¢ Shall the main
question be now put?”’ was determined in the negative.

On motion, It was agreed to resume the consideration of Mr. Elliott's tes-
timonials, and after some deliberation, it was determined not to receive Mr.
Elliott on the recommendation of the ministers assembled at York Town in
October last, until he has laid said testimonials before the Synod of Philadel-
phia or the General Assembly, according to the rules for receiving foreign
ministers into our connection. :

The Rev. John Kennedy, an ordained minister, formerly belonging to the
Burgher Associate Presbytery in Ireland, and lately connected with the As-
sociate Synod in America, requested to be taken under the care of the Gene-
ral Assembly, and laid his testimonials before them :—Whereupon the Gene-
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ral Assembly agreed to take him under their care, and ordered that he con-
pect himselt with the Presbytery of New Castle.

The Rev. William Chealy, an ordained minister from South Britain, laid
his credentials before the Assembly for inspection: they were accordingly
inspected and approved, and he was likewise ordered to connect himself with
the Presbytery of New Castle.

Adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock on Monday morning.

Concluded with prayer.

Moy 23d, 1796—9 o'clock, 4. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and was constituted
with prayer. Present as before.

By order, The minutes of the last sitting were read.

It appeared that the committee appointed to attend the meeting of the Cor-
poration of Princeton College, relative to certain funds under the control of
this Assembly, were not able to execute the business committed to them ; but
the following extract from the records of the corporation aforesaid, was laid
before the Assembly, viz:

¢ 1. Resolved, That each of the several funds mentioned in the said
report be debited with its proportion of the losses sustained by depreciation,
bad debts, and abatement of interest, during the war, at the rate of sixty-six
per cent., agreeably to the statement of the Committee of Accounts.

2. Resolved, That the Board will appropriate the interest arising on the
money deposited with them by Messrs. Tennent and Davies in the year 1755,
to the education of such poor and pious youth as shall be nominated by the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church; which money, after making
the deductions stated in the first resolution, is one hundred and fifty-two
pounds six shillings and five pence.

8. Resolved, That the interest arising on the two hundred pounds sterling,
heretofore agreed between the Synod and the Board to be equivalent to three
hundred pounds currency, given for the support of an Indian missionary, or
the support of a youth to be educated for the purpose of preaching to the
Indians, shall be appropriated by the Board to the education of a youth desig-
nated by the General Assembly. This sum to be subjected to the same
deductions as specified in the last resolution, and which, when thus reduced,
is one hundred and two pounds currency.

Ordered, That the Clerk send a copy of the above resolutions to the Gene-
ral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. A true copy.

AsHBEL GREEN, Clerk pro tempore.”’

The committee appointed to correct the inaccuracies and supply the defi-
ciencies in the transeript of the minutes of the last year’s Assembly, by com-
paring it with the originals, reported—That the inaccuracies have been cor-
rected by a recourse to the original minutes; but that no record or paper
could be found whilsh might enable them to fill up the blanks.

The Synod of New York and New Jersey, and the Synod of the Caroli-
nas, brought in their reports, together with duplicates from the Presbyteries,
which were read, and are as follows :

The Synod of New York and New Jersey, at their sessions in October,
1795, reported to the General Assembly agreeably to their direction, that the
Synod consisted of five Presbyteries, viz: Dutchess, Long Island, Albany,
New York, and New Brunswick.

1. The Presbytery of Albany consists of ten ministers, all of whom have
charges. They have ten vacancies, each able to support a minister ; and
four not able. They have admitted one minister from Dutchess Presbytery,
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and installed him pastor of a certain congregation. They have oue licentiate.
One of their members has been deposed ; and one of their members has been
removed by death, as appears from their Report to the Synod, No. 1.

2. The Presbytery of Long Island consists of twelve ministers; eight of
whom have charges, and four have not charges. They have four vacancies,
each able to support a minister. They have two licentiates under their care.
They have received one member from an Association in Massachusetts; and
dismissed one member and one licentiate, as appears from their Report to
Synod, No. 2.

3. The Presbytery of New York consists of twenty-four ministers, twenty-
one of whom have charges, one the charge of the academy at Hackensack ;
and two have not charges. They have four vacancies, each able to suppors
a minister ; and four, in their united capacity, able to support two ministers ;
and two not yet able. They have one licentiate, as appears from their
Report No. 3.

4. The Presbytery of New Brunswick consists of eighteen ministers,
fifteen of whom have charges ; one is president of the College of New Jer«
sey, and two have not charges. They have two vacancies, each able to
support a minister ; two, in their united capacity, able to support one minis-
ter; and five not yet able. They have two licentiates under their care, as
appeara from their Report No. 4.

5. Dutchess Presbytery made no report.

The Synod further reported, that since the reports of the Presbyteries
above alluded to, and herewith laid before the General Asscmbly, were
brought in, the Synod had dissolved the Presbytery of Dutchess, and erected
a new Presbytery to be known by the name of the Presbytery of Hudson, to
comprehend all the ministers and churches which composed the Presbytery
of Dutchess, together with the following members of the Presbytery of New
York, namely, Mr. Ker, Mr. Close, Mr. King, Mr. Joline,and Mr. Freeman,
and their churches,and the vacant churches between the middle range of the
southern mountains in Orange county, and the southern boundary of the
Presbytery of Albany on the west side of the Hudson river.

JouN Ropakrs, Stated Clerk.

The report of the Synod of the Carolinas, in which are four Presbyteries :

Preshytery of Orange—Reverends Henry Patillo, David Caldwell, William
More, David Kerr, William Hodge, James McGready, Colin Lindsay, Angus
McDermid, John Robinson, James Bonman, Samuel Stanford. Licen-
tiates—William McGee, Curry Barnett, John Rankin, William Thompson,
Samuel McAdow, William Prosly, John Anderson. Candidates—John Gil-
lespie, Robert Foster, Barton Stone ; there are seven vacancies.

Preshytery of South Curolina—Reverends Joseph Alexander, John Simp-
gon, Thomas Reese, D. D., James Templeton, Thomas McCaul, Daniel
Thatcher, Francis Cumins, Robert Hall, Robert McCullock, William Da-
vis, James W. Stephenson, Robert M. Cunningham, John Brown, Robert
Wilson, Moses Waddle, William Williamson, Robert B. Walker, William
Moutgomery, David Dunlap. Probationers—Samuel Young, John Foster,
Andrew Brown, John Kennedy, William Roseborough.

Presbytery of Alington—No report.

Presbytery of Concordi—Reverends Samuel E. MeCorkle, D. D., James
Hall, James McRee, David Barr, 8. C. Caldwell, James Wallis, Joseph Kil-
patrick, Humphrey Hunter, Lewis F. Wilson, John Carrigan, Alexander
Caldwell, John M. Wilson. Probationers—John Bonnar, Samuel Davis,
Samuel Holmes, James Adams, John Andrews. Candidates—James Gilles-
pi¢, Thomas Price, George Means; there are thirteen vacancies.
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The Presbyteries of Philadelphia, New Castle, and Huntingdon, of the
Synod of Philadelphia, and also the Presbytery of Ohio, brought in their
reports, which were read and ordered to be put on the files.

As it appeared from the representation of ministers and elders assembled
at York Town, the 20th of October, 1795, and signed Robert Davidson, that
the Synod of Philadelphia did not meet according toits last adjournment, nor
since the time to which it was adjourned, on motion,

Resolved, That the Moderator of the Synod of Philadelphia, the Rev. Dr.
Robert Davidson, ought to be considered as competent to call a meeting of
the same, and that he do accordingly call a meeting, to be held in the Third
Presbyterian church in the city of Philadelphia, on the fourth Wednesday of
October next; and that he give due notice thereof by a circular letter to the
Moderators of the several Presbyteries composing the said Synod, whose duty
it shall be to acquaint the other members. After considering further the
preceding representation, on motion,

Resolved, As the opinion of the Assembly, that from the nature of the
thing, two or more members of any judicatory, meeting according to adjourn-
ment, may adjoura from day to day until a sufficient number attend for the
transacting of business; and in case a quorum should not attend within a
reasonable time, that the Moderator shall be considered as competent to fix
any time and place he may judge proper for convening the body; and if he
be absent, that the members assembled shall represent the matter speedily to
him that he may act accordingly.

Resolved, That the Assembly dismiss the consideration of that part of the
petition laid before them by the members of the Synod of Philadelphia,
requesting that that part of the constitution may be altered which requires
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church to meet once in every
year.

Adjourned to meet at half-past 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

Half-past 3 o’clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and was constituted
with prayer. Members present as before. ’

By order, The minutes of the last session were read.

Mr. Thatcher reported, that he had spent twelve months in fulfilling the
mission appointed him by the General Assembly, and that he had received
from the people to whom he had preached, thirty-four pounds eighteen shil-
lings and eight pence.

Mr. Porter and Mr. McClean reported, that they had spent three months
each in fulfilling the different missionsappointed them by the Genoral Assembly,
and had received seven pounds nine shillings and one penny.

These three missionaries informed the General Assembly that most of the
places where they had preached, appeared to be sensible of the care and
attention of the General Assembly in sending missionaries to preach the
gospel among them, and requested a continuance of missionaries, as there
was every appearance that the most important advantages would result from
the prosecution of the plan.

The General Assemgly heard with approbation the circumstantial narra-
tives of the Rev. Mr. Thatcher, Mr. Porter, and Mr. McClean, respecting the
state of religion and the socicties in the places where they had preached ; and
approved of the fidelity and diligence with which the above missionaries ful-
filled their respective missions.

Mr. Sample, another of the missionaries, not being present, his journal,
which he had forwarded to the General Assembly, was read. On motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Sample has not fulfilled his mission according to the

15
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directions of the General Assembly, as it appears from his own account that
be has not pursued the route pointed out to him, and has preached part of his
time in congregations which do not come under the description of those to
which he was limited in his commission ; and that the pay for one month
which he has already received is a sufficient compensation for his services.
And the Treasurer is hereby ordered to settle with him accordingly.

Mr. Armstrong, the alternate commissioner in case of Dr. S. S. Smith’s
absence, appeared and took his seat.

Messrs. Latta, Linn, Warford, Jennings, and Moore, ministers, and Mr.
Bouthard, elder, were appointed a committee to arrange the missionary busi-
ness, to meet in this church at 6 o’clock to-morrow morning, and to report as
soon as possible.

Adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock to-morrow morning.

Concluded with orayer.

May 24th, 1796, 9 A. M.

The Assembly met according to adjournment, and was constituted by
prayer. Present as before.

Mr. Isaac Hutton, a ruling elder from the Presbytery of Albany, appeared
as a commissioner, and his commission having been read and approved, he
took his seat accordingly.

By order, The minutes of the last session were read.

The committee appointed to examine the Treasurer’s accounts of the
{}enem! Assembly, delivered their report, which was approved and is as fol-

ows, viz :

The committee appointed by the General Assembly have examined the
accounts of Mr. Snowden, their Treasurer, since the last settlement, and
have seen his vouchers, and find them just and true, and that there is a bal-
ance of two hundred and seventy-six pounds seventeen shillings and ten pence
in the hands of said Treasurer, due to the General Assembly.

Signed PATRICK ALISON,
JoEN WOODHULL,
JoHN Bavarp.

*

May 24thk, 1796.

The committee appointed to revise the proofs of the Confession of Faith,
&e., and to superintend the publication and sale thereof, reported,

That they had made considerable progress in the work, and bad part of
the book ready for publication, but that for want of sufficient funds they
were not able to proceed in the publication of it.

On motion, Resolved, That the committee proceed to have an impression
of the Confession of Faith, &c., struck off as soon as in their power, and
that they take the best measures they can devise to have it executed and
upon the most reasonable terms, and that there be four thousand copies
struck off ; and that subscription papers be prepared as soon as possible, and
distributed throughout the bounds of the General Assembly, and the mem-
bers are hereby requested to interest themselves in procuring subscribers for
assisting the funds of the General Assembly in defrayiug the expenses of the
work.

Resolved, also, That the price of the book be one dollar to subscribers,

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the General Assembly pay into the hands
of the committee the sum of three hundred dollars, to enable them to prose-
cute the business.

Resolved, That the committee be empowered to employ a proper person
to correct the proof sheets, to assist in the business generally, and that they
be authorized to draw on the Treasurer for such sums a8 may be thought a
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reasonable compensation ; and in case there is no money in his hands, then
the Treasurer is directed to borrow money on as'good terms as he can for that
urpose.
l\li)g.s Judd, the missionary appointed by the General Assembly in 1794, sent
forward a narrative of his mission which was read and approved.
Ordered, That the Treasurer pay him the balance due him for his services.
Adjourned to meet at half-past 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

Half-past 8 o’clock, P. M.
The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and was constituted
by prayer. Present as before.

The Rev. William Boyd, of New Brunswick Presbytery, appeared as a
commissioner, and his commission having been read and approved, he took
his seat accordingly.

By order, The minutes of the last session were read.

The committee appointed to examine the records of the Synod of New
York and New Jersey, reported, that they had examined them as far as page

2, and found them accurately and carefully kept. The Assembly accepted
and approved of their report.

The committee on the subject of missionaries, reported according to order.
The report having been read and examined, was adopted, and is as fol-
lows, viz:

The committee on the subject of missionaries met—Mr. Latta, Mr. Linn,
Mr. Warford, Mr. Jennings, Mr. Moore, and Mr. Southard, present. Mr.
Latta was chosen Moderator, and Mr. Warford, Clerk.

On the subject of their appointment, they agreed, '

Ist. That Mr. Thatcher be appointed a missionary for the term of one
year, to commence his labours as soon as convenient, and proceed on the
route prescribed to him last year, except where he shall judge it more for the
interest of the Church of Christ to extend his labours into adjacent settle-
ments ; and that he pay particular attention to those places whence applica-
tions have been received, and where he believes the stated administration of
gospel ordinances may most easily be accomplished.

2d. That Mr. Read, of the Presbytery of New Castle, be appointed a mis-
sionary for the term of two months on the eastern shore of Maryland and
Virginia, to begin his labours in Queen Ann’s county, to proceed from thence
through Talbot, Caroline, Dorset, Somerset, Accomack, through Northamp-
ton, the bay side, to Cape Charles; paying particular attention to the more
destitute settlements and churches as his prudeace will direct.

3d. That Mr. Cram be appointed a missionary for two months, commen-
cin% from about the first of September next, beginning his labours somewhere
within the bounds of the Presbyteries of Redstone and Ohio, and that he call
on some of the members of one or both of these Presbyteries to receive in-
formation relative to those settlements which are not as yet organized, and
which they are unable to supply; among whom his labours should be em-
ployed during said term.

4th. That Mr. Harris be appointed a missionary for the term of three
months, to commence his labours as soon as convenient; and that he pursue
the same route prescribed to Mr. McClean last year, except where he should
believe it to be for the interest of religion to turn aside from one settlement
to labour in another.

Resolved, That the salaries of the missionaries shall be at the rate of forty
dollars per month, and that the Treasurer advance to Mr. Thatcher one hun-
dred dollars, and to each of the others, if required, one month’s salary ; and
that the missionaries account with the General Assembly for any moneys
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which may be voluntarily raised for their support in any places where they
may preach.

Ordered, That the commissions of the missionaries be signed by the
Moderator, and attested by the Clerks of the present General Assembly.

Resolved, That the General Assembly shall meet next year at Philadel-
phia, in the First Presbyterian church, on the third Thursday of May, at 11
o’clock in the forenoon.

An overture to recommend seasons for special prayer, was laid before the
Assembly by the Presbytery of Philadelphia, and after considerable delibera-
tion, the whole of it was postponed.

Adjourned to meet at 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. Concluded with
prayer.

May 25th, 9 o’clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and was constituted
by prayer. Present as before, except Mr. Dunham and Mr. Southard, who
had leave of absence the remaining part of the sessious.

By order, The minutes of the last session were read.

It was overtured, that a committce be appointed to select from the books of
Hymus already published, such a collection as may be suited to the several
doctrines and precepts of the gospel, and to the different couditions and cir-
cumstances of the Christian Church, paying a strict regard to the direction
of the Apostle in Ephesians v. 19 and 20, and Colossians iii. 16 and 17.

On motion, Resolved, That said overture lie on the table.

The General Assembly, taking into serious consideration the general
aspect of religion, the great decay of vital piety, and the prevalence of infi-
delity and immorality, and being deeply affected thereby, (especially con-
sidering the many blessings which as a nation and a people we enjoy,)
agreed to urge, in the most earnest manner, upon all their members, the
utmost diligence, perseverance, and zeal, in the discharge of the duties of their
offices and stations; and that they prosecute those measures agreeably to
the word of God, which they may judge most conducive to counteract the
existing evils, aud most effectually serve the interests of evangelical princi-
ples, and of true and undefiled religion ; and would recommend that some
particular times be set apart as special seasons of prayer with respect to those
objects, as may be found most convenient in their respective circumstances.

The Committee of Overtures brought in a letter, from the congregation of
Ovid in Ounondaga county, state of New York, lately formed into a society,
requesting that as many ministers as possible may be sent to preach to them,
as they are at present in a destitute condition. ~After some conversation on
the subject, it was allowed that the General Assembly bave already done ag
much as they cousistently can in this business, by ordering some of their
missionaries to spend as much time in this congregation as prudence will
direct.

The committee appointed to prepare a draft of a charter to incorporate
trustees for certain purposes therein specified, reported, that they had made
cousiderable progress in the business. Whereupon the Assembly agreed to
recommit the whole to the same committee, who are to finish the business
and report to the next General Assembly.

Ordered, That Doctor Tennent, Doctor John Smith, Mr. Alexander, and
Mr. Snowden, be a committee, to have such parts of the minutes of the past
and present sessions of the General Assembly as they may judge will be of
advantage to the Church, printed, together with an account of the collections
made agreeably to the order of the General Assembly for defraying the
expenses of sending missionaries to preach the gospel on the frontiers.
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Ordered, That the Stated Clerk be allowed twenty-five dollars as a com-
pensation for his services for the present year, and also to the door-keeper
for his services and other incidental expeuses, the sum of £5 17s. 6d., to
be paid by the Treasurer.

Adjourned to meet at balf-past three o’clock P. M. Concluded with
prayer.

Half-past three o’ clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and was constituted
with prayer. Present as before.

By order, The minutes of the last session were read.

Ordered, That the copies of proposals for printing the Confession of Faith
&c., of this Church, be sent to the different Presbyteries under this General
Assembly’s care, and that the members forward as soon as possible the dif-
ferent sums of money which they may have received, to Mr. Isaac Snowden,
the Treasurer of the General Assembly, in order that the work may be pub-
lished with all convenient speed.

Resolved, That this General Assembly be dissolved, and that the next
General Assembly meet in the First Presbyterian church in the city of
Philadelphia on the third Thursday of May, 1797, at 11 o’clock in the fore-
noon.

Whereupon, the Moderator dissolved this Assembly agreeably to the form
prescribed in the constitution, and concluded with prayer.

SUMMARY FOR 1796.

Synop or New York anp New JErskv.

Presbyteries. Ministers settled, Without charge.  Licentiates.  Vacant churches.
Albany, 10 1 14

Long Island, 8 4 2 4
New York, 21 3 1 10
New Brunswick, 15 3 2 9

Dutchess, resolved into Presbytery of Hudson.
: Synop or PHILADELPHIA.

Philadelphia, 12 3 1 4
New Castle, 10 2 3 15
Carlisle, 17 4 1 8
Huntingdon, 9 1 14
Baltimore. No report.

Lewes. No report.

. Synop oF THE CAROLINAS,

Orange, 12 7 7
Concord, 12 5 13
‘South Carolina, 19 5

Abingdon. No report.
Synop or VIrGINIa.

Redstone. No report.

Ohio. 7 1 10
Hanover. No report.

Lexington. No report.

Transylvania. No report.

Winchester. No report.

Total, 152 21 28 108

Deatus.—In the Presbytery of Albany the Rev. John Thompson died, 1795 ; in the
Presbytery of New Brunswick, the Rev. Dr. John Witherspoon died, November, 1794 ;
in the Presbytery of Huntingdon, the Rev. James Martin died, June, 1795.
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1797.

Purraperpuia, May 18¢h, 1797.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States
of America met, according to appointment, in the First Presbyterian church
in the city of Philadelphia, and was opened with a sermon by the Rev. Dr.
Robert Davidson, the last years Moderator, from Psalm lxxii. 17 : « His
name shall endure for ever : his name shall be continued as long as the sun;
and men shall be blessed in him; all nations shall call himn blessed.”

After prayer the commissioners produced their commissions which were
read in the Assembly, agreeably to the constitutional order, and it appeared
that the following members were duly appointed, viz :

1. PRESBYTERY OF ALBANY—Ministers—Doctor John B. Smith and
Simon Hossack. Elder—Alexander Kelly.

2. PrRESBYTERY OF HupnsoN—.Ministers—Jonathan Truman, Methuselah
Baldwin.

8. PrRESBYTERY OF LoNG IsLAND—Minister—William Schenck.

4. PRESBYTERY OF NEW YORK— Ministrrs—Doctor John Rodgers, Jede-
diah Chapman, James Richards. Elders—Benjamin Corray, Jonas Philips,
Nath. Little.

5. PRESBYTERY OF NEW BrRUNSWICK—Ministers—James F. Armstrong,
John Woodhull, Robert Finley. KEldcrs—John Bayard, Henry Southard,
Peter Gordon.

6. PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA— Ministers—Doctor William M. Ten-
nent, Ashbel Green, John Davenport. Elder—John McCulloch.

7. PRESBYTERY OF NEW CASTLE—Ministers—William Arthur, Francis
A. Latta, Nathan Grier. Elders—Eleazer McComb, John Whitehill, Wil-
liam Hunter.

. 8. PRESBYTERY OF CARLISLE— Ministers—Doctor Robert Davidson,
John Black, Robert Cathcart, William Spear. E/der—Benjamin Blythe.

9. PRESBYTERY OF LEwWxrs— Minister—dJohn Collins.

10. PRESBYTERY OF BALTIMORE—Ministers—Doctor Patrick Alison,
Adam Freeman, John Brackenridge.

11. PresBYTERY OF REDSTONE— Ministers—William Swan, Samuel Porter.

12. PrESBYTERY OF Onio—.Ministers—Samuel Ralston, James Hughes.

13. PRESBYTERY OF WINCHESTER—Minister—William Hill. Elder—
Alexander White.

14. PRESBYTERY OF ORANGE— Minister—James Bowman.

15. PrESBYTERY oF CoNCORD—Minister—Mr. Joseph Kirkpatrick.

16. PrREsBYTERY OF SouTH CAROLINA— Minister—William C. Davis.

From the PRESBYTERIES OF HUNTINGDON, LEXINGTON, HANOVER, AB-
INGDON AND TRANSYLVANIA, there were no commissioners.

The Rev. David Tullar and Stephen W. Stibbins appeared in the Assem-
bly, and produced testimonials of their appointment by the General Associa-
tion of the state of Connecticut, to represent that body in this Assembly.
They took their seats accordingly.

The Rev. Dr. William M. Tennent was chosen Moderator of the Assembly,
and Mr. Robert Finley and Mr. Francis A. Latta were chosen Clerks.

By order, The minutes of the last Assembly were read.

The Rev. Simon Hossack, Jonathan Freeman, William Schenck, James
Richards, John Woodhull, John Davenport, Nathan Grier, Doctor Robert
Davidson, John Collins, Adam Freeman, William Swan, Sawuel Ralston, Wil-
liam Hill, James Bowman, Joseph Kirkpatrick, William C. Davis, David Tul-
lar, with Messrs. Alexander White, Alexander Kelly, Benjamin Corray, John
Bayard, William Hunter, Eleazer McComb, elders, were uppointed a Committee
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of Bills and Overtures, to meet to-morrow morning at 6 o’clock, and after-
ward on their own adjournments.

Ordered, That the records of the several Synods be brought in to-morrow
morning.

Dr. Patrick Alison, Mr. Cathcart, and Mr. Bayard were appointed a com-
mittee to examine the Treasurer’s accounts.

Ordered, That the reports of the several Synods, with the duplicates of the
several Presbyteries, be brought in to-morrow morning.

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 19¢h.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and began with
prayer. Present as before.

By order, The minutes of the last session were read.

Mr. Zechariah Lawrence, ruling elder, from the Presbytery of Philadel-
phia, appeared and produced his commission, which being read and approved,
he took his seat accordingly.

Dr. Davidson and Dr. Alison were appointed a committee to examine the
records of the Synod of New York and New Jersey.

Dr. Rodgers and Mr. Chapman were appointed a committee to examine the
records of the Synod of Philadelphia.

Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Arthur were appointed a committee to examine
the records of the Synod of the Carolinas.

The Synods of New York and New Jersey, of Philadelphia, and of the
Carolinas, brought in their reports, which were read, and ordered to be put
upon record, and are as follows :

The Synod of New York and New Jersey report to the General Assembly,
that their body consists of five Presbyteries, Long Island, Hudson, Albany,
New York, and New Brunswick.

The Presbytery of Long Island consists of eleven ministers, of whom
seven have charges, and four have not charges. Their vacant congregations,
able to support ministers, are five ; there are three which are not able. They
have three licentiates, as appears by No. 1.

The Presbytery of Hudson consists of eight ministers, seven of whom
have charges, and one has not a charge. There are within the bounds of the
Presbytery seven vacancies, able to support three ministers, as appears by
No. 2. :
The Presbytery of Albany consists of thirteen ministers, of whom nine
have charges, three have not charges, and one is President of Union College
in Schenectady. There are within the bounds of the Presbytery nineteen
vacancies, of which twelve are able to support the ministry of the gospel, as
appears by No. 8.

The Presbytery of New York consists of eighteen ministers, fifteen of
whom have charges, and three have not charges. There are within the
bounds of the Presbytery seven vacancies, of which five singly, and two uni-
ted, are able to support the ministry of the gospel. It has under its care
three licentiates, as appears by No. 4. .

The Presbytery of New Brunswick consists of nineteen ministers, fifteen
of whom have charges, three have not charges, and one is President of the
College of New Jersey. It has under its care one licentiate. There are
within the bounds of the Presbytery twelve vacancies, eleven of which are
able, by a proper union, to support five ministers, and one is not able, as ap-
pears by No. 5.

JouN RopaErs, Stated Clerk.
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Report of the Synod of the Carolinas, met at Morganton, November 3d,
1796, to the General Assembly to meet at Philadelphia, May, 1797.

No member from Orange Presbytery attended Synod, and therefore no re-
port was made by that Presbytery; nor was any report made by the members
present from Abingdon, for reusons sssigned by those members, and sus-
tained by Synod.

The Presbytery of South Carolina report that they consist of ministers,
churches, &c., as follows :—Rev. Joseph Alexander, Bullocks-creck; Rev.
John Simnpson, two charges ; Rev. Thomas Reese, D. D., deceased July 28th,
1796 ; Rev. James Templeton, Nazareth and Fair View, pro tem.; Rev.
Thomas H. McCaulle, deceased, September 14th, 1796; Rev. Daniel
Thatcher, dismissed to join Hudson Presbytery; Rev. Francis Cummins,
Rocky River and Hopewell ; Rev. Robert Hall, no charge ; Rev. John New-
ton, Bethsalem and New Hope; Rev. John Springer, Smyrna, Liberty, and
Providence ; Rev. Robert McCulloch, Catholio and Purity ; Rev. John Brown,
Waxhaws ; Rev. Robert Wilson, Longcane and Greenville; Rev. Moses
Waddel, Carmel and Joppa; Rev. William Williamson, Fair Forest; Rev.
Robert B. Walker, Bethesda ; Rev. William Montgomery, Siloam and Little
Britain ; Rev. David Dunlap, Columbia ; Rev. Samucl Young, Lebanon ; Rev.
John Foster, Salem ; Rev. John B. Kennady, Dirnian’s Creek and Little
River ; Rev. James Gilliland, Broadway; Rev. George G. McW horter, Bethel
and Beersheba. Probationers—Audrew Brown, William Roseborough, John
Couser, and John B. Davis. Candidate—George Reid. Vucancies—KEbe-
nezer and Lower Fishing Creek, able; Carmel and Hopewell, able ; Rich-
ardson, Unity ; John's Island and Wadmilaw, able; James’ Island, able ;
Dorchester, able ; Orangeburg and Turkeyhill, able ; Hopewell and Aimwell,
able ; Beaver Creek, Hanging Rock, North Pacolet, Fish Dam, Newton, Lib-
erty Spring, Concord.

Presbytery of Concord report, that they consist of ministers, churches, &e.,
a8 follows :

Dr. Samuel McCorkle, Thyatira; Rev. James Hall, Bethany ; Rev. James
McKee, Slate Creek ; Rev. David Barr, Philadelphia; Rev. James Wallis,
New Providence; Rev. Samuel Caldwell, Sugar Creek and Hopewell ; Rev.
d. D. Kilpatrick, Third Creek and Unity; Rev. Lewis F. Wilson, Fourth
Creek and Concord ; Rev. Humphrey Hunter, Goshen and Unity ; Rev.
Alexander Caldwell, Rocky River and Poplar Tent; Rev. John M. Wilson,
Quaker Widows and Morgantown ; Rev. John Caragan, Ramah and Bethpage.
Licentiates —John Andrews, James Gillespie, James Adams, Samuel Davis,
Thomas Newton, George Newton. Candidates—Thomas Price, George
Means.  Vucancies—Centre, able to support a minister; Jersey Settlement,
not ; Joppa, Mineral Spring, Chesnut Spring, Swananoa, Lane Creek and
Great Plain of French Broad, able to support a minister ; Little Britain and
Mountain Creek, able to support a miuister; Pleasant Garden, Salem, Knobb
Creek, Smyrna, Moriah.

Attest, SaMueL E. McCorkLE, Stated Synod Clerk.

The Synod of Philadelphia report to the General Assembly, that the said
Synod comprises six Presbyteries, as follows :

The Presbytery of Philadelphia, consisting of fourteen ministers, of whom
twelve only have pastoral charges, viz:

Rev. Dr. John Ewing, pastor of First Presbyterian church, Philadelphia ;
Rev. Samuel Blair, without charge; Rev. James Boyd, pastor of Newton
and Bensalem ; Rev. Dr. William M. Teunent, Abington, Norristown, and
Providence ; Rev. Nathaniel Irwin, Forks of Neshaminy ; Rev. John Daven-
port, Deerficld ; Rev. Andrew Hunter, Woodbury; Rev. Dr. Ashbel Green,
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Second Presbyterian church, Philadelphia; Rev. Evan Jones, without a
charge; Rev. Ethan Osborne, pastor of Fairfield; Rev. John Gemuil, Great
Valley and Charleston ; Rev. Abijah Davis, Cape May ; Rev. William Clark-
son, Greenwich and Bridge Town, and Rev. Samuel Leacock, Pitts Grove.

The Presbytery of New Castle, consisting of thirteen ministers, of whom
only ten have pastoral charges, viz:

Rev. William McKennan, pastor of Red Clay Creek ; Rev. James Latta,
Chesnut Level; Rev. Colin McFarquhar, Donegal; Rev. Alexander
Mitchell, without charge ; Rev. John McCreary, pastor of White Clay Creek
and Head of Christiana; Rev. Thomas Read, pastor of Drawyers ; Kev. Na-
thaniel W. Semple, pastor of Middle Octarara, Leacock, and Lancaster;
Rev. Samuel Barr, without a charge ; Rev. Nathan Grier, pastor of Brandy-
wine; Rev. William Arthur, pastor of Pequa ; Rev. William Cheally, pastor
of Pencader and Middleton, in Delaware state ; Rev. Francis Hindman, with-
out a charge ; Rev. John Kennedy, without a charge.

The Presbytery of Carlisle, consisting of twenty ministers, of whom only
sixteen have pastoral charges, viz: Rev. Dr. Charles Nesbit, President of
Dickinson College; Rev. Robert Cooper, pastor of Middle Spring; Rev.
James Lang, pastor of East Connegocheague; Rev. Dr. John King, pastor
of Upper West Connegocheague ; Rev. Thomas McPherrin, pastor of Lower
West Connegocheague ; Rev. John Craighead, pastor of Rocky Spring ; Rev.
John Black, without a charge; Rev. John Linn, pastor of Sherman’s Valley ;
Rev. Dr. Robert Davidson, pastor of Carlisle; Rev. Samuel Waugh, pastor
of Kast Pennsborough and Monaghan ; Rev. Daniel Jones, without a charge ;
Rev. Joseph Henderson, without a charge ; Rev. Samuel Wilson, pastor of
Big Spring; Rev. James Snodgrass, pastor of Hanover; Rev. William Pax-
tou, pastor of Lower Marsh Creek ; Rev. Robert Catheart, pastor of York and
Hopewell ; Rev. Nathaniel Snowden, pastor of Harrisburgh; Rev. David
Denny, pastor of Path Valley; Rev. John Boyd, pastor of Tuscarora and
Falling Waters; Rev. William Speer, pastor of Falling Spring.

The Presbyteries of Baltimore, Lewes, and Huntingdon.—From these last
the Synod have received no report since their last return to the General As-
sembly, to which they beg leave to refer. By order of the Synod.

NarHANIEL IRWIN, Stated Clerk.
Philadelphia, October 27th, 1796.

The Synod of Virginia made no report.

Ordered, That Dr. Smith, Mr. Fioley, and Mr. Black, be a committee to
select for publication, such parts of the minutes of the present Geuneral As-
sembly as they may judge to be of general utility, and that they cause seven
hundred and fifty copies thereof, when printed, to be distributed among the
Presbyteries under the care of the Assembly.

On motion, Ordered, That in future the reports of the Synods, after being
read, be committed, and that the committee make a general report to be
entered on the minutes.

The last delegates to the General Association of Connecticut made no
report.

Ordered, That they report to the next General Assembly.

Resolved, That the compensation to the delegates to the General Asgsocia-
tion be the same as last year.

On motion, Mr. William Boyd, Mr. Robert Fioley, and Mr. Samuel Snow-
den, were appointed a committee to attend the next meeting of the Trustees
of New Jersey College, to determine the application of the mouney in their
funds which is subject to the order of the General Assembly ; and the Stated
Clerk was ordered to furnish them with an attested copy of this minute,

16
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The Committee of Bills and Overtures brought in an address from the
Syood of New York and New Jersey to the General Assembly, which was
read and ordered to lie on the table.

Adjourned till half-past three o’clock, P. M. Councluded with prayer.

Friday, May 19,3} o'clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met agreeably to adjournment, and began with
prayer. Present as before.

The General Assembly proceeded to ballot for delegates to the next Gene-
ral Association of the state of Connecticut, to meet at Wyndham, the third
Tuesday of June next, when it appeared that Mr. James F. Armstrong, Mr.
Samuel Miller, and Mr. James Richards, were duly chosen, and the Stated
Clerk is ordered to furnish them with an attested copy of this minute, which
shall be a sufficient warrant for their appearing and acting as the representa-
tives of the General Assembly in the General Association. Rev. Andrew
Hunter was ordered to supply the pulpit of Mr. James Armstrong at Trenton,
the third Sabbath of June, and at Maidenhead the fourth ; and James Boyd
the first Sabbath of July at Trenton. Mr. Robert H. Chapman to supply the
pulpit of Mr. Samuel Miller on the third Sabbath of June, and Mr. Jedediah
Chapmaa the fourth Sabbath; and Mr. Aaron Condict to supply Mr. Jede-
diah Chapman’s pulpit the same day. Dr. Green was appointed to supply
the pulpit of Mr. James Richards on the third Sabbath of June, and Mr.
Francis A. Latta that of Dr. Green in his absence. Mr. J. Carle to supply
Mr. James Richards’ pulpit the fourth Sabbath of June, and Mr. Amzi Arm-
strong the first Sabbath of July.

The report of the committee appointed to consider the petition from the
Presbytery of Orange was brought in and read, and the consideration there-
of was postponed till to-morrow morning. The committee appointed to
superintend the printing of the Confession of Faith, brought in their report,
which was read, and the consideration thereof postponed till to-morrow
morning.

The General Assembly heard the reports of Mr. Cram and Mr. Thatcher,
two of their missionaries, and highly approved the diligence and judgment
they manifested in the execution of their missions.

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, May 20th.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and began with

rayer. Present as before.

By order, The minutes of the last session were read.

A letter from Mr. Nathaniel Harris, appointed a missionary last year, was
brought in and read, assigning reasons for his not having executed his mis-
sion, which were accepted.

The committee appointed to procure a Charter of Incorporation, &e., made
a report on the subject of their appointment, which was approved. Where-
upon,

PResoIved, That, as certain difficulties have prevented the accomplishment
of the business assigned them, they be continued, and directed to prepare a
plan of incorporation to be laid before the present or next General Assembly.

Dr. Smith, Mr. Black, and Mr. Hill, ministers, with Mr. Southard and Mr.
McCullough, elders, were appointed a committec to arrange the missionary
business for the ensuing year, to report on Tuesday morning next.

The report of the committee to superintend the printing of the Confession
of Fuith, was brought in, read, and approved. Whereupon,

Ordered, That the committee be continued ; and they were directed to make
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a statement of their accounts and lay it before the next General Assembly.
It was also, on motion,

Ordered, That the same committee be directed to report to this Assembly
on Monday morning next, a suitable person to be employed in vending the
books, and the commission he may require on the business.

The consideration of the petition from the Presbytery of Orange was now
resumed ; whereupon,

Resolved, That Mr. Nathaniel Irwin be appointed to select from the pro-
ceedings of the late Synod of New York and Philadelphia, such rules and
regulations as appear to merit attention, and lay them before the next Gene-
ral Assembly, for their consideration, for which service he shall receive a
reasonable compensation ; and the Stated Clerk was ordered to inform him
of his appointment.

The committee appointed to examine the records of the Synod of New
York and New Jersey, reported that they had executed their trust, and the
book was approved to page 97.

The committee appointed by the General Assembly have examined the ac-
counts of Mr. Isaac Snowden their Treasurer, and the vouchers for the same
since the last settlement, and find them just and true; and that there is a
balance of one hundred and seventy-six pounds, two shillings and two pence,
in the hands of the Treasurer due to the General Assembly.

PaTrICK ALISON,
RoBERT CATHCART,
JouN Bavarp.

The address* from the Synod of New York and New Jersey, recom-

* The address was as follows :

To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in North America, 1o be convened
in Pliladelphia on the 18th day of May, 1797.

The Synod of New York and New Jerscy, impressed with the importance of main.
taining a fricndly and Christian correspondence, as far as it may be practicable, with all
churches who profess the same precious faith which is our hope and conrolation, beg
leave to recommend to your reverend body to establish, in the name of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States, such an intercourse of reciprocal communications with the
ditferent churches of Christ in Europe and America, especially with those that are most
nearly assimilated to us in principles and ecclesiastical government, as may tend to the
Frentcr union of the whole; and to diffuse among all that general intclligence and in-

formation that may be most necessary for the common interests of religion.

By epistles of this kind, the Apostles edified and established the churches which they
had planted by their labours in diffcrent regions; and the churches of the various and
remote nations that composed the Roman empire, and even those beyond its boundaries,
cultivated for one another those fraternal sentiments, and prescrved that harmony of dis-
cipline and doctrine for which they were distinguished.

It is desirable to be acquainted with the state of principles and discipline in different
quarters of the Christian world. It is uscful to be informed of the various divisions that
exist, or may spring up among Christians, that sincere believers may study, in concert,
the most probable means, under the divine blessing, to restrain, or to heal them. And
in an age like the present, when all the enemies of religion are uncommonly vigilant and
active, it seems to be more necessary than ever to ccment the union of the disciples of
Christ, to be informed of the progress or decline of our common faith, and to agree, if
possible, in common measures for its establishment and defence.

If we may be permitted to suggest a subordinate end of’ that extensive correspondence
which we have here ventured to recommend, it may contribute at length to form an
useful repository of materials for the future history of religion. If it is conducted with
intelligence and zeal, and pursued to that extent which we contemplate, it may eventually
scrve to furnigh the most authentic documents for that portion of history which is most
intcresting and instructive, and which respects the manners and habits—the state of
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mending that measures be taken to form an extensive and friendly commu-
pication with other churches, was referred to a committee composed of Dr.
Alison, Dr. Davidson, Mr. Stebbins, Mr. Cathcart, and Mr. Porter, to report
on Monday morning.

Mr. Thatcher and Mr. Cram were nominated as missionaries for the en-
suing year.

Adjourned till 10 o’clock on Monday morning next.

Coucluded with prayer.

Monday morning, May 22d.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and began with
prayer. Present as before.

By order, The minutes of the last session were read.

The comuiittee to which was referred the address from the Synod of New
York and New Jersey, recommending that measures be taken to form an ex-
tensive and friendly correspondeuce with other churches, brought in the fol-
lowing report :

“ Report of the committee on the address of the Synod of New York and
New Jersey.

When a plan so benevolent in its nature, and honourable to the enlarged
conceptious of its authors, as the one contained in this address, solicits atten-
tion, the task becomes painful which requires a detail of the obstacles unfa-
vourable to its adoption or success. In order to commence the correspon-
dence proposed, a more accurate acquaintance with the address of foreign
churches appears requisite, than is at present possessed, as the smallest inac-
ouracy here might have an injurious tendency. The channels of intelligence
at the present period are likewise interrupted and obstructed in an uncom-
mon degree, rendering the conveyance of letters highly precarious. The
disorders and convulsions of the European world, also, aﬂ'org little ground to
expect a calm, deliberate attention to any new proposal from a distant region,
which, however harmless or laudable in itself, might excite fear and appre-
hension on one part, with jealousy and suspicion on another. Nor should it
be forgotten that former advances of the like kind, made under far more
auspicious circumstances, afford little encouragement to renew them. Neither
does the history of the Christian church, since it became divided into various
persuasions, afford inviting instances, we believe, of the design under con-

opinion and government—and the advancement or decline of the spirit of true religion
in the successsive periods of the Church.

In this system of correspondence, we beg leave to recommend, besides those connections
that have already been formed with the churches of Connecticut and Massachusetts,
that similar relations be established with the Dutch Reformed, and Associate churches
in America, and that periodical communications be attempted to be reciprocally made
and obtained between your body and all the Protestant churches in our own country,
those in diffcrent countrics in Europe, and, if it be deemed practicable, even with the
Greek Church of Russia, or others that you may judge proper in various regions of the

lobe.
g The magnitude of the idea, we hope, will not discourage the servants of Christ from
undertaking any labours, or making any cfforts that may contribute to increase the union
and harmony of his body ; to cxtend the common intelligence of all its parts with one
another; and to promote their vigour and co-operation in advancing the glory of God,
and the highest intercsts of the huinan race.

With all due respect to your reverend and venerable body, we are your brethren and
servants in the gospel of our common Lord.

Signed in the name, and by the order of the Synod of New York and New Jersey.

JEDEDIAM CuAPMAN, Moderator.
Done in Synod, in the city of New York, on the
20th of October, in the year of our Lord, 1796.
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tewplation having been frequently attempted, or attended with beneficial con-
sequences. Some of the same remarks apply to the intercourse projected
between other denominations in this country and our own, with whom the
correspondence moved by us proved of short duration, and yielded no salu-
tary effect. Repeated applications of the same kind from the same quarter
wauy give rise to unfavourable surmises of latent designs, or create suspicions
of a meddling dictatorial temper. No considerable change has happened
siuce the preceding effort proved fruitless, to produce a repetition of it. And
perhaps the best method of promoting a wore intimate connection among
various communions is to cultivate a good understanding with each other by
personal communications and familiar acquaintance, till predispositions arise
for a more intimate relation. It is natural for different denominations to be
most tenacious of their peculiar distinctions, whether they regard objects es-
sential or indifferent. Here they wish others to adopt, or fear others have
an intention to invade. In the course of communicating sentiments, it is
entirely within the compass of probability, that something of the kind might
be touched which would lead to troublesome discussions without producing a
desirable conclusion. Were the prospects of success in the premises even
more flattering, our judicatures, it is presumed, find abundant employment in
upholding their existence, and discharging their functions; they therefore
may not act prudently in extending their services, and voluntarily augment-
ing the sphere of laborious, expensive, and troublesome action. Neverthe-
less, seeing time and trial often show the defectivencss of arguments which
seem conclusive, to keep alive the hope of being able to engage in the great
design recommended, under some of its aspects, and at some future day, it
appears desirable, and may prove useful, for the members of our church to
make such inquiries as their prudence shall dictate, and such obscrvations on
the subject as opportunity shall afford, and communicate the result at season-
able periods, whereby a subsequent Assembly can form an enlightened judg-
ment concerning the practicability, expediency, and utility of a measure which
may be declined at present. '
Which is submitted.

PATRICK ALISON,

RoBErRT DAvipsoN,

STepHEN W. STEBBINS,

SAMUEL PORTER,

Row’t CaTHCART.”

Which report was approved, and the Stated Clerk was directed to transmit
a copy of the same to the said Synod.

The committee appointed to agree with a suitable person to vend the new
edition of the Confession of Faith, made a report to the Assembly which was
accepted, and thereupon it was

Resolved, That Mr. Robert Aitken be employed to dispose of the books,

. and that Dr. Green, Mr. John MecCulloch,and Mr. Robert Ralston, be a com-
mittee to agree with Mr. Aitken, in regard to the commission that he shall
receive on the business to be entrusted to hiw, to give all other necessary di-
rections relative to the business ; and that they make report to the next Gen-
eral Assembly.

The Committee of Overtures laid before the Assembly sundry papers rela-
tive to the situation of the church within the bounds of the Presbytery of
Abingdon ; and after some progress made in reading them, the Assembly ad-
journed till half-past 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Monday, May 22nd, half-past 3 o'clock, P. M.

The Assembly met agreeably to adjournment, and began with prayer.
Present as before.

By order, The minutes of the last session were read.

The General Assembly resumed the reading of the papers which were left
unfinished in the forcnoon and concluded them. Whereupon it was

Moved, That as the business referred to in the above papers, is now pend-
ing before the Synod of the Carolinas, and there is an adjourned meeting of
said Synod with a view to issue it, the Assembly ought not to interfere in it
till it shall be decided on by the Synod, and a regular appeal be made from
said decision, or the whole matter be referred by that judicature to the As-
sembly.

Aftyer some debate on the foregoing motion, it was

Resolved, That it be committed to Dr. Smith, Mr. Arthur, and Mr. Davis,
to report thereon to-morrow morning.

Mr. Doak, one of the ministers mentioned in the above papers, requested
to be heard on this business, and it was agreed that he be heard to-morrow
morning.

The credentials of Mr. William Allan, an ordained mibister of the Pres-
bytery of Elgin, in North Britain, some time past under the care of the Pres-
bytery of Baltimore, were laid before the Assembly and approved, and it was
ordered that the Presbytery of Baltimore, in whose bounds he resides, receive
him accordingly.

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to morrow morning.

Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday morning, May 23d.

The Assembly met according to adjournment, and began with prayer.

Present as before, except Mr. Gordon, who had leave of absence during
the remaining sessions.

By order, The minutes of the last session were read.

The Committee of Bills and Overtures report to the Assembly the follow-
ing cases :

gl. A reference from the Synod of Virginia respecting a certain Charles
Mitchel, who had married his former wife’s half-brother’s daughter, request-
ing the opinion of the Assembly whether such a person may be admitted to
church privileges.

2. A case from the Presbytery of Ohio to the General Assembly, in the
following terms :

¢ A certain married woman charges an unmarried man with immodest con-
versation and conduct in attempts on her chastity, of which her husband and
another indifferent person were at a certain time witnesses.”

As our Constitution declares that a person accused shall not be convicted
by a single witness, can the said woman and her husband be admitted wit-
nesses in the above case?

8. A question conceived in the following words, and signed by William C.
Davis:

“ Whether testimony taken before a Session, and sent up to Presbytery
under the signature of the Moderator and Clerk, will not be sufficient in refer-
ences as well as in appeals, to render the case thus referred botk orderly and
cognizable by Presbytery.”

4. The following proposal was brought in, signed Jobn Blair Smith :
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 Whereas the office of ruling elder in the Church is recognized in our
Constitution as an office designated in the Scriptures, and is of very consider-
able importance in the government of the Church—a member of the Assem-
bly proposes that a special act be framed with regard to their qualifications,
ordination, and duty.”

The committee appointed to examine the records of the Synod of Phila-
delphia, made report, and the records were approved to page 120.

The committee appointed to examine the records of the Synod of the Caro-
linas, made report, and the records were approved to the end of the ninth
session.

The committee on the motion “To refer to the Synod of the Carolinas,
the business contained in certain papers relative to the condition of the Church
in the state of Tennessee,” reported an amendment thereto ; when, after con-
siderable debate had thereon, it was decided in the negative. The original
motion was then amended and adopted, and is as follows, viz :

As it appears that the business is now pending before the Synod of the
Carolinas, and there is an adjourned meeting of said Synod with a view to
issue it, the Assembly ought not judicially to interfere in it till it shall be
decided upon by the Synod, and a regular appeal be made from said decision,
or the whole matter be referred by that judicatory to the Assembly, and they
hereby recommend to the Synod of the Carolinas to continue their laudable
and prudent endeavours to bring the present dispute to a speedy issue.

Oun motion, it was agreed, That a committee be appointed to draft an
address to the ministers and other members within the bounds of the Presby-
tery of Abingdon, upon the subject of the disturbances there, and that Dr.
Smith, Mr. Arthur, Mr. Davis, and Mr. Southard, be a committee to report
to-morrow morning.

Adjourned till half-past 3 o’clock.

Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday afternoon, May 23d.

The Assembly met according to adjournment, and began with prayer.
Present as before, except Drs. Rodgers, Alison, Davidson, Smith, and Green,
with Messrs. Armstrong, Bayard, and Snowden, with the Moderator, who
were absent with leave, to attend the Corporation of the Widows’ Fund. Mr.
Chapman was appointed Moderator pro tempore.

A reference from the Synod of Virginia was received through the Com-
mittee of Overtures, respecting a certain Charles Mitchel, who had married
his former wife’s half-brother’s daughter, requesting the opinion of the Assem-
bly whether such persons may be admitted to church privilezes. Whereupon,

Resolved, That though the Assembly would wish to discountenance im-
prudent marriages, or such as tend in any way to give uneasiness to serious
persons, yet it is their opinion, that the marriage referred to is not of such a
nature as to render it necessary to exclude the parties from the privileges of
the Church.

Ordered, That the committee appointed to make extracts from the minutes
of the Assembly for publication, do also make such extracts from the reports
of the missionaries as may be judged of public utility, and that they cause
them to be printed with said extracts from the minutes.

The report of the committee to arrange the missionary business, was read,
amended, and after the amendment, was adopted, and is as follows, viz :

The office of a missionary from the General Assembly to preach the gos-
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pel, and administer its ordinances to the people on the frontiers, is of the
utmost importance to the interests of religion, and the prosperity of the
Church ; the men, therefore, who are appointed to engage in that business,
. ought to be selected with the utmost care, and to discharge their duty with
fidelity, zeal, and prudence ;—that commissions should be carefully made out
for them, specifying not only the route which they are to pursue, but the
particular nature of the conduct which they are to practise.

With regard to Mr. Thatcher, who was employed last year asa missionary,
it is the opinion of the committee that he ought to be appointed again on the
same terms as formerly; that he pursue the same course as he did before ;
that he preach the gospel of Jesus Christ in season and out of season;
organize churches where opportunity offers, and administer the ordinance of
the Lord's Supper in places only where there are church officers regularly
appointed ; and that he account with the General Assembly for any moueys
which he may receive on his tour as a donation from the people.

The committee on the missionary business report that they have not been
able to discover any persons snitable for the office of missionaries, except Mr.
Thatcher, before recommended.

Wednesday morning, May 24.

The Assembly met according to adjournment, and began with prayer.
Present as before, except Mr. Schenck and Mr. Corray, who had leave of
absence during the remainder of the sessions.

By order, The minutes of the last session were read.

Mr. Hunter had leave of absence during the remainder of the sessions.

The consideration of the subject of missionaries was resumed, and after
discussion, it was determined that more missionaries than the one already
appointed ought, if possible, to be employed for the ensuing year; and the
subject was thercupon referred to the committee who have already had it
under consideration, and they were ordered to report in the afternoon, what
number of suitable missionaries can be obtained, and designate them to the
Assembly.

The following question, signed by William C. Davis—¢ Whether testimony
taken before a Session, and sent up to the Presbytery under the signature of
Moderator and Clerk, will not be sufficient in references as well as appeals, to
render the case thus referred both orderly and coguizable by Presbytery,”
was answered in the affirmative.

A proposal through the Committee of Overtures, “That a special act be
framed with regard to the qualifications, ordination, and duty of elders,” was
taken up, and Dr. Smith directed to report, this afternoon, a draught of an act
for that purpose.

The Assembly went into the consideration of the case reported by the
Presbytery of Ohio, which was in the following terms: ¢« A certain married
woman charges an unmarried man with immodest conversation and conduct in
attempts upon her chastity, of which her husband and another, or indifferent
person, were at a certain time witnesses.”” Whereas our Constitution
declares that a person accused shall not be convicted by a single witness,
can the said woman and her husband be admitted witnesses in the above
case 7

To the above question the Assembly answered, that in all such cases as that
submitted by the Presbytery of Obio, it is a principle that both the husband
and wife are to be adwitted to give testimony. But in every particular case
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as it occurs, the judicature before whom it is tried, ought, in order to guard
agaiost collusion, to pay a very scrupulous regard to all the circumstances at-
tending it, and especially to the characters of those who are admitted as evi-
dences, so that on one hand the necessity of the case may be consulted, and
on the other, that no injury may result to an innocent person.

The committee appointed to draught an address to the ministers and other
members of the churches in the bounds of the Presbytery of Abingdon, made
report, which was read, and after amendment, adopted, and is as follows, viz:

[Probably by oversight this letter was not transcribed, but as we find it in
the printed extracts, we insert it in its place.—ED.]

« The Gencral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, to
the ministers and other members of the Churches within the bounds of the
Presbytery of Abingdon.

Friends and Fellow Christians—It is with extreme sorrow and regret that
we are constrained to address you on the present occasion. At our present
sessions we have learned, from various information, that fermeants, animosi-
ties, and divisions exist, in an alarming degree, amongst you, who have here-
tofore been united under one common denomination. In directing our atten-
tion to those circumstances, we perceive with pain, that novel opinions, or at
least opinions presented in a novel dress and appearance, have been openly
and extensively circulated amongst you, and have excited unusual alarm ;
whilst at the same time they have given rise to much contention. We are
also apprehensive, that in opposing what is thought to be a departure from
the plainness and simplicity of our received doctrines, some of our brethren
have been precipitate in their conduct. They appear to have separated from
their brethren, without having in a constitutional manner obtained the advice
and decision of the different judicatories whose authority they had been used
to acknowledge.

Whilst we express our deep concern at these unhappy circumstances, we
do not conceive ourselves warranted to enter into a judicial investigation of
them, nor to form any decision thereon at present ; as they have not yet been
brought regularly before us. We have, therefore, thought proper to leave
the whole matter to the Synod of the Carolinas, in whose judgment, fidelity,
zeal, and discretion, we have the greatest reliance; and whose members
must have the best opportunities of being acquainted with all the facts and
circumstances. But whilst we thus express our confidence that the compe-
tent judicatory will discharge their duty faithfully, we think it our duty to
say something with regard to ourselves. We take the present occasion of
declaring our uniform adherence to the doctrines contained in our Confession
of Faith, in their present plain and intelligible form; and our fixed deter-
mination to maintain them against all innovations. We earnestly wish that
nothing subversive of these doctrines may be suffered to exist, or to be circu-
lated amongst the charches; we hope that even new explanations of our
known principles, by unusual and offensive phrases, will be cautiously
guarded against, lest the feelings of Christians should be wounded, the cause
of religion injured, and the enemy take occasion to triumph and blaspheme.
We are also extremely anxious that the peace of the church, as well as its
purity of doctrine, may be preserved inviolate ; that every thing calculated to
inflame the passions, to subvert the order of the church, or to interrupt and
disturb its union, will be cautiously avoided. We are willing to bope, that

17
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both ministers and private Christians will feel all the force of the Saviour’s
character and example, who was meek and unassuming, who, when he was
reviled, reviled not again, and who invites us to learn of him the same
temper. We conjure you, brethren, to consider the nature and genius of our
holy and peaceful religion, and to act under its influence. Pray for the
Spirit of grace to be poured forth upon the church in a plentiful effusion, as
the best enlightener of the mind, and healer of divisions. Cousider the
eternal obligations under which you are held to promote the glory of our
common Lord and Saviour, and to contribute, as Christians, your united
efforts towards the increase, purity, peace, and prosperity of his church.
This duty is clear and express; and the obligation seems to acquire peculiar
force at this time of general calamity to religion, and of more fearful expecta-
tion. When infidelity is bold, and, in the expectation of its friends, almost
triumphant; when the most pernicious errors are adopted, and published by
professed Christians ; and when indifference, formality, and abounding iniquity
amongst many of better principles, afford sad symptoms of the decline of pure
religion, it is high time for the ministers and other members of the church of
Christ, to awake to a sense of their situation and duty. In this way the
Spirit of the Lord may lift up a standard against the common enemy, when
he comes in like a flood.

We cannot forbear to urge upon all who may have been dissatisfied with
the conduct of their judicatories, or who may have been influenced by extra-
ordinary misrepresentations, to return into a connection with their brethren,
not doubting but that they will be treated with tenderness and regard.

Finally, we sincerely wish and request, that all parties may submit to the
jurisdiction, advice, and decisions of the Synod of the Carolinas; that their
hands may be strengthened in checking error, healing divisions, and main-
taining the strict and prudent exercise of discipline. But whilst we thus
exhort to a Christian submission to the authority of your brethren in the
Lord, we at the same time assare you that the door is ever open for appeal
to the supreme judicatory of our church, in every case where it may be ap-
prehended by you to be necessary.”

Ordered, That three copies of said letter be prepared, and signed by the
Moderator and Stated Clerk ; one to the Synod of the Carolinas; one to the
Presbytery of Abingdon, and one to the brethren who style themselves Inde-
pendents, in the bounds of the Presbytery of Abingdon.

Adjourned till 8 o’clock, P. M.

Wednesday afternoon, May 24th, 3 o' clock.

The Assembly met according to adjournment. Present as before, except
Mr. Little, who had leave of absence during the remaining sessions.

By order, The minutes of the last session were read.

A report from the Presbytery of Abingdon was brought in and read;
whereupon,

Resolved, That said report be entered on the records of the General As-
sembly.

The Presbytery of Abingdon was covstituted in the year 1786 ; extends
in length from the New River on the north-east to the frontiers on Ten-
nessce River on the south-west, at present about two hundred miles ; and
from the Blue or Eastern Ridge of the Apalachian mountains to the Cum-
berland mountains, about one hundred and forty miles in breadth. The
congregations within the bounds of this Presbytery are as follow, beginning
at the north-east:
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ordination, and duty of elders.
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Whereupon it was

Moved, That the said report be adopted and transmitted to the Presbyteries
under the care of the General Assembly; which, after it was considered, was
decided in the negative, and the subject contained in said report was recom-
mended to the attention of the next General Assembly.

The committee to which was recommitted the missionary business, reported
that they have not been able to discover any persons suitable for missionaries
except Mr. Thatcher before recommended.

Ordered, That the Commission of Mr. Thatcher be signed by the Modera-
tor and attested by the Clerks of the present General Assembly.

Drs. Ewing and Alison with Mr. Armstrong, having been appointed last
year to procure the document necessary to fill uY a blank which appears in
page 107 of the Minutes of the General Assembly of 1795, Mr. Armstrong,
one of that committee, produced a document which he assured the General
Assembly he, a8 one of the Clerks of the General Assembly in session at
Carlisle, had written as a minute of the credentials of Messrs. Samuel Knox,
William Arthur, John Porter, and Samuel Leacock, having been laid before
the General Assembly through the proper channels, and of their having been
approved.

Ordered, That the Stated Clerk and Mr. Armstrong see that the said docu-
ment be entered in the blank referred to before.

Ordered, That the Stated Clerk be allowed the sum of twenty-five dollars
a8 a compensation for his services for the present year, and the door-keeper,
for his services and other incidental expenses, the sum of seventeen dollars.

Ordered, That the Treasurer pay seventy-four dollars to the committee for
revising and preparing the Scripture proofs of the Confession of Faith.

Resolved, That this General Assembly be dissolved, and that the next
General Assembly meet in the Third Presbyterian church ia the eity of Phil-
adelphia on the third Thursday of May, 1798, at 11 o’clock in the forenoon.

Whereupon, the Moderator dissolved this Assembly agreeably to the form
prescribed in the constitution; and concluded with prayer.

SUMMARY FOR 1797.
Srxop or New Yorx axp New JEnrsey.
Presbyteries. Ministers settled. Without charge.  Licentiates.  Vacant churches.
3 19

Albany,

Long {slmd, 7 4 8 8

Hudson, 7 1 1

New York, 15 3 3 7

New Brunswick, 15 4 1 11
SyNop oF PuILADELPHIA.

Philadelphia, 12 2

New Castle, 10 3

Carlisle, 16 4

Baltimore. No report.

Lewes, 3 2 12

Huntingdon. No report.
SyNop ofF THE CAROLINAS,
Orange. No report
South Carolina, 19 1 4 31
Concord, 12 3 15
Abingdon. No report.
SyNop o VIRGINIA.
No report.
Total, 125 27 VI m
Deatns.—In the Presbytery of South Carolina, thc Rev. Thomas Reese died July 28th,

1796, and the Rev. Thomas McCaulle, September 14th, 1796.
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1798.

PHILADELPHIA, May 17¢h, 1798.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States
of America met, according to appointment, in the Third Presbyterian church
in Philadelphia, and was opened with a sermon by the Rev. Dr. William M.
Tennent, the last year’s Moderator, from Matt. xxviii. 20th, last clause—
¢ And lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.”

After prayer the commissioners produced their commissions, which were
read in the Assembly agreeably to the Constitution, and it appeared that the
following gentlemen were duly appointed, viz :

1. PRESBYTERY OF ALBANY—Ministers—Dr. John B. Smith and Mr.
Gershom Williams. Elders—Messrs. Moses Holmes and Jacob D. Vander-
hyden.

v 2. PresBYTERY OF HuDsON— Ministers—Messrs. Nathan Ker and Jona-
than Freeman. Elders—Mr. William Faulkner and Dr. J. Sweezy.

3. PRESBYTERY OF LoONG IsLAND—Ministers—None, Elder—DMr.
Isano Reeves.

4. PresBYTERY OF NEW YORK—Ministers—Dr. John Rodgers, Dr.
Alexander McWhorter, Mr. Azel Roe, and Mr. A. Condict. Elders—Messra.
David Little and Jonathan Baldwin. ‘

5. PRESBYTERY OF NEW BRUNsWICK— Ministers—Mr. James F. Arm-
strong, Joseph Clark, and Andrew Hunter. ZElders—DMessrs. Benjamin
Smith, Nehemiah Dunham, and John Bayard.

6. PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA— Ministers—Dr. Samuel Blair, Dr.
William M. Tennent, and Mr. Nathaniel Irwin. Elders—Messrs. John
Mann, Benjamin Snodgrass, and Hugh McCulloch.

7. PRESBYTERY OF NEW CASTLE—Ministers—Messrs, James Latta,
John McCriery, and Francis A. Latta. Elders—Messrs. Andrew Gibson
and James Porter.

‘8. PRESBYTERY OF CARLISLE— Ministers—Dr. John King, Dr. Denny,
and Mr. Samuel Wilson. Elders—None.

9. PRESBYTERY OF BALTIMORE—Ministers—Dr. Patrick Alison, and
Dr. J. Muir. Elder—Mr. J. Orme.

10. PresBYTERY OF LEWES— Minister—Mr. John Johnson.

11. PrEsBYTERY OF REDSTONE— Minister—Mr. David Smith.

12. PRESBYTERY OF OHIO— Ministers—Messrs. John Bryce, and Boyd
Mercer. Elder—Mr. Nathaniel Coleman.

13. PRESBYTERY OF HUNTINGDON— Minister—Mr. Asa Dunham.

14. PRESBYTERY OF ABINGDON—Minister—Mr. Samuel Doak.

15. PRESBYTERY OF UNION—Minister—Mr. Hezekiah Balch. =

16. PRESBYTERY OF CONCORD— Minister—Mr. James Hall.

17. PrESBYTERY OF SoUTH CAROLINA—Minister—Mr. William William-
son.

18. PrEsBYTERY OF HOPEWELL— Minister—Mr. Moses Waddel.

The Rev. Timothy Langdon appeared in the General Assembly, and pro-
duced testimonials of his appointment by the General Association of the state
of Connecticut, to represent that body in this General Assembly, and took
his seat accordingly.

The Rev. Dr. John B. Smith was chosen Moderator, and Mr. James Hall
and Dr. James Muir, Clerks.

By order, The minutes of the last General Assembly were read.

Progress was made in reading the minutes as far as page 146.

Adjourned to meet to-morrow at 9 o’clock A. M., at the First Presbyterian
church. Concluded with prayer.
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Friday, May 18¢h, 9 o’clock.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and began with
prayer. Present as before.

The minutes of the last session were read.

Colonel John Bayard produced his commission as an elder from the Pres-
bytery of New Brunswick, which being read and approved, he took his
seat.

Dr. Vanderhyden produced his commission as an elder from the Presby-
tery of Albany, which being read and approved, be took his seat.

The General Assembly procecded to read the minutes of the last General
Assembly, and finished the reading thereof.

The Rev. Dr. King, Messrs. Roe, Irwin, Freeman, J. Latta, Bryce, Wad-
del, Williamson, Langdon, rinisters, and Dr. Sweezy, Col. Bayard, and
Messrs. Coleman, Orme, Smith, Gibson, Baldwin, and Holmes, elders, were
appointed a Committee of Bills and Overtures, to meet at this church to-mor-
row morning at 6 o’clock, and afterwards on their own adjournment.

It was moved that a committee be appointed to prepare and report an ad-
dress from the General Assembly to the President, Senate, and House of Re-
prerentatives of the United States, on the present critical state of our nation,
which was made the order for to-morrow morning.

It was moved that the restriction laid by the lust General Assembly on mis-
sionaries, which confines them to adwinister the ordinance of the Lord’s Sup-
peri ig places only where there are church officers regularly appointed, be re-

ealed.
P It was moved that a committee be appointed to prepare a Pastoral Letter
to the people under our care, in the present melancholy state of our churches
and nation. .

Drs. King and Alison were appointed a committee to examine the records
of the Synod of New York and New Jersey.

Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Clark were appointed a committee to examine the
records of the Synod of Philadelphia.

Dr. Tennent, Mr. Hunter, and Col. Bayard were appointed a committee to
examine the Treasurer’s accounts.

Dr. Rodgers and Dr. McWhorter were appointed a committee to examine
the records of the Synod of the Carolinas.

On motion, Resolved, That the General Assembly mark with E. X. such
of their proceedings as they desire to have published, and that Dr. Tennent,
Mr. Hunter, and Mr. Clark bea committee to superintend the printing and
the transmitting of them. :

The Synod of New York and New Jersey brought in their report which
was read and is as follows, viz:

“The Synod of New York and New Jersey report to the General Assem-
bly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, that they
consisted, October 20th, 1797, of five Presbyteries, viz: Albany, Hudson,
Long Island, New York, and New Brunswick.

That the Presbytery of Albany consisted of thirteen ministers, eight of
whom had pastoral charges, and one was President of Union College, viz :
Mr. Alexander Miller, without a charge; Mr. John Warford, Salem; Dr.
John B. Smith, President of Union College ; Mr. Benjamin Judd, Mr. John
Lindsley, Kingsborough: Mr. Simon Hosack, Johnstown; Mr. William B.
Ripley ; Mr. James Coe, Lansingburg and Troy; Mr. Samuel Sturges; Mr.
Gershom Williams, Cambridge; Mr. Bethuel Dodd, Whites Town; Mr.
Robert Smith, Schenectady ; Mr. Frederick Halsey, Plattsburgh.

That they had installed Mr. John Lindsley pastor of the congregation of
Kingsborough, April 17th, 1797.
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That they had dissolved the pastoral relation between Mr. Samuel Sturges
and the congregation of Charleston, April 17th, 1797 ; and between Mr.
William B. Ripley and the congregation of East Ballstown, September 12th,

797.

That they had received under their care, Mr. David S. Bogart, alicentiate
from the Reformed Dutch Synod, February 22d, 1797 ; and dismissed him
to put himself under the care of the Presbytery of Long Island, September

2th, 1797.

That they had under their care two licentiates, viz: Mr. William Scott,
from the Presbytery of Monaghan in Ireland, received February 21st, 1797 ;
and Mr. Eliphalet Nott, from the Association of New London in the state of
Connecticut, received August 16th, 1797.

That they had eighteen vacant congregations under their care: Albany,
Hebron, Stillwater, Galloway, Ballstown, East Ballstown, New Scotland,
Cherry Valley, Charlton, Milton, and Cooperstown, and its vicinity, each able
to support a minister; and Little Falls, Waterford, Providence, Breadalbane,
and Kingsbury, not able.

2. That the Presbytery of Hudson consisted of seven ministers, all of whom
had pastoral charges, viz: Mr. Solomon Mead, Salem; Mr. Nathan Ker,
Goshen; Mr. Andrew King, Walkill; Mr. Johu Minor, Union; Mr. John
Joline, Florida; Mr. Jonathan Freeman, Hopewell ; Mr. Methuselah Bald-
win, Pleasant Valley.

That they had dissolved the union between the congregations of Hopewell
and Deer Park, and Mr. Jonathan Freeman’s pastoral relation to Deer Park,
April 19th, 1797.

That they had dismissed Mr. John Close, to join the Presbytery of Albany,
or the Classis of the Reformed Dutch Church of Albany, April 19th, 1797.

That they had installed Mr. Joline pastor of the church at Florida, June
13th, 1797.

That they had eight vacant congregations under their care, viz : Bedford
and Franklin, each able to support a minister ; Newburgh and New Windsor,
united, uble to support a minister ; and Bethlehem, Kishkill, Poundridge,
and Decer Park, not able. .

8. That the Presbytery of Long Island consisted of fifteen ministers, twelve
of whom had pastoral charges, and three had not charges, viz: Dr. Samuel
Buel, East Hampton ; Mr. Benjamin Goldsmith, Aquabogue Mattituck ; Mr.
William Schenck, Huntingdon ; Mr. David Rose, South Haven; Mr. George
Faitoute, Jamaica; Mr. Nathan Woodhull, Newtown; Mr. Luther Gleson,
Smithtown and Islip; Mr. Zachariah Green, Brook Haven; Mr. Aaron
Woolworth, Bridgehampton; Mr. Herman Dagget, West Hampton; Mr.
Daniel Hall, Sug-Harbour; Mr. Joshua Hart, without charge; Mr. Wait
Cornwall, without charge; Mr. Jacob Cram, without charge; Mr. Joseph
Hazard, South-Old.

That they had ordained Mr. Joseph Hazard to the work of the gospel
ministry, and installed him pastor of the congregation of South-Old, June
4th, 1797.

That they had received Mr. Daniel Hall, a licentiate of the Association of
New London, ordained him to the work of the gospel ministry, and installed
him pastor of the congregation of Sag-Harbour, September 21st, 1797.

That they had installed Mr. Herman Dagget pastor of the congregation at
West Hawpton, September 25th, 1797.

That they had received the Rev. Zechariah Green from the Presbytery of
Morris county, and installed him pastor of the congregation of Brook Haven,
September 26Gth, 1797.

That they had received the Rev. Mr. Luther Gleson from the Northern
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Associated Presbytery, and installed him pastor of the congregation of Smith-
town and Islip, in union, September 27, 1797.

That they had three vacant congregations under their care : Southampton,
able to support a minister, and Freshponds and Hempstead, united, able to
support a minister.

4. That the Presbytery of New York consisted of nineteen ministers, eight-
een of whom had pastoral charges, and one had not a charge; viz: Dr. Johu
Rodgers, New York ; Rev. Jonathan Elmer, without a charge ; Rev. Benjamin
Woodruff, Westfield ; Rev. Dr. Alexander McWhorter, Newark ; Rev. Azel
Roe, Woodbridge ; Rev. Jedediah Chapman, Orange Dale ; Rev. Jacob Van-
artsdalen, Springfield ; Rev. Dr. John McKnight, New York; Rev. Lemuel
Fordham, Roxbury and Succasamea; Rev. Peter Fish, Connecticut Farms;
Rev. Asa Hillyer, South Hanover ; Rev. Aaron Condict, Hanover ; Rev. John
d. Carle, Rockaway; Rev. Samuel Miller, New York; Rev. Henry Cook,
8econd Church, Woodbridge ; Rev. James Richards, Morristown ; Rev. Amsi
Armstrong, Mendham ; Rev. James (. Force, New Providence ; Rev. Robert
H. Chapman, Rahway.

That they had four vacant congregations under their care: Elizabethtown,
and Bloomfield, each able to support a minister ; and New Hempstead and
Haverstraw, united, able to support a minister.

That they had ordained Mr. Amzi Armstrong to the work of the gospel
ministry, and installed him pastor of the congregation of Mendham, Novem-
ber 29th, 1796.

That they had ordained Mr. James G. Force to the work of the gospel
ministry, and installed him pastor of the congregation of New Providence,
November 30th, 1796.

That they had installed Mr. Aaron Condict pastor of the congregation of
Hanover, December 13th, 1796.

That they had ordained Mr. Robert Hall Chapman to the work of the gos-
pel ministry, and installed him pastor of the congregation of Rahway,
January 5th, 1797.

That the Rev. David Austin had withdrawn himself from all Presbyterian
connection and government, and that they had dissolved the pastoral relation
between him and the congregation of Elizabethtown, May 4th, 1797.

That they had omitted in their records, agreeably to a direction of the
Synod, the name of the Rev. William Woodhull, at his request, October
11th, 1797.

5. That the Presbytery of New Brunswick consisted of seventeen ministers,
twelve of whom had pastoral charges, one was President of the College of
New Jersey, and four had no charges, viz : Rev. John Hanna, Kingwood and
Bethlehem ; Rev. John Woodhull, Frechold; Rev. Dr. Samuel S. Smith,
President of New Jersey College ; Rev. James F. Armstrong, Trenton and
Maidenhead ; Rev. Andrew Hunter, without a charge ; Rev. William Boyd,
Bedminster ; Rev. Peter Wilson, without a charge; Rev. Joseph Rice, Pen-
fngton and Trenton St. Church; Rev. Joseph Clark, New Brunswick; Rev.
Walter Monteith, without a charge; Rev. Asa Dunham, without a charge;
Rev. Thomas Grant, Amwell and Flemington; Rev. Cyrus Gildersleeve,
Medway, Georgia; Rev. David Barclay, Boundbrook ; Rev. Robert Findley,
Baskingridge ; Rev. Holloway W. Hunt, Newton and Hardiston; Rev. Sa-
muel F. Snowden, Princeton.

That they had received the Rev. Andrew Hunter from the Presbytery of
Philadelphia, September 18th, 1797.

That they had dissolved the pastoral relation between the Rev. Asa Dun-
ham and the congregations of Oxford and Mount Bethel, Sept. 18th, 1797.

That the Rev. Stephen Voorhees departed this life November 23d, 1796



1798.] GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 137

The Rev. Gilbert T. Snowden, February 20th, 1797, and the Rev. Francis
Peppard, March 30th, 1797.

That they had three licentiates under their care, Mr. Joseph Caldwell,
licensed September 22d, 1796 ; and Mr. George Scott, and Mr. Samuel
Sloan, licensed May 31st, 1797.

That they had seventeen vacant congregations under their care: Cran-
berry, able to support a minister ; Kingston and Assynpinck, united ; Allen-
town and Nottingham, united ; Shrewsbury, Shark River, and Middletown-
point, united ; Hardwick and Shappennack, united ; Greenwich and Mans-
field, united; Oxford and Mount Bethel, united; able to support, each, in
their united capacity, a minister. Independence, Knowlton, and Millstone,
not able. JoHN RopGERs, Stated Clerk.

No reports were brought in from the Synod of Virginia.

The Synod of the Carolinas brought in their report, which was read, and
is as follows, viz:

A report of the Synod of the Carolinas.

There are Presbyteries belonging to the Synod. There are in the
Presbytery of Orange—Rev. Henry Patillo, Grassy Creek and Nut Bush;
Rev. David Caldwell, Buffalo and Alamance ; Rev. William Moore, Red House,
Hero, Rattlesnake, and Lower House; Rev. William Hodge, Hawfields and
Cross Roads; Rev. Angus McDermot, Barbecue ; Rev. Samuel Stanford, Black
Riverand Llizabeth ; Rev. John Robinson, Grove and Goshen ; Rev. James H.
Bowman, Little River and Eno ; Rev. William Thompson, New Hope and Hills-
borough ; Rev. Colin Lindsay, suspended. Vacancies—Haw River, Speed-
well, and Stony Creek, able to support a minister ; South Washington and
Morris Creek, able; Crossroads, unable. Candidate—Andrew Caldwell.
Licentiates—John Gillespie, John Anderson, Robert Tate, Samuel McAdoo,
John Nascley, Curry Barnett, Samuel Holmes, and John Foster.

N. B.—A very considerable number of vacancies being handed forward at
the last spring session of Orange Presbytery, Synod cannot name and state
them as they will be able to do 1n their Presbyterial Report.

The Presbytery of South Carolina.—Rev. Joseph Alexander, Bullock’s
Creek ; Rev. Joha Simpson, Big Geurosteeand Little Genrostee ; Rev. James
Templeton, no charge; Rev. Francis Cummins, Rocky River; Rev. Robert
McCulloch, Catholic and Purity ; Rev. William C. Davis, dismissed to join
Concord Presbytery; Rev. James Stevenson, Indiantown and Williamsburgh ;
Rev. John Brown, Waxhaws; Rev. Robert Wilson, Upper Long Cane; Rev.
William Williamson, Fair Forest; Rev. Robert Walker, Bethesda; Rev.
David Dunlap, Columbia ; Rev. Samuel Young, Lebanon ; Rev. John Foster,
Salem; Rev. George G. McWhorter, Bethel and Beersheba; Rev. James
Gilliland, Bradaway ; Rev. John Kennedy, Duncan’s Creek and Little River;
Rev. Robert Hall, deceased, August 31st, 1797. Probationcrs—Messrs.
Jobn Cowsart, John B. Davis, and William G. Rosborough. Candidates—
George Read, William A. Dunham, and Hugh Dickson.  Vacancies—Beth-
lehem and Philadelphia ; Hopewell and Carmel, able ; Greenville and Rocky
Creek, able; Cuppytown; Dorcester, able; James’' Island, able; John’s
Island and Wadmolaw, able; Orangeburgh and Turkey Hill, able; Hope-
well, P. D. and Aimwell, able; Beaver Creek and Hanging Rock, Wataree,
Concord, Richardson, Ebenezer, Fishing Creek, Fishing Dam, Grassy
Spring, Union; Nazareth and Fair View, able; Newtown, Milford, North
Pacolet, Calvary, and Liberty Spring.

The Presbytery of Abingdon.—Rev. Charles Cumming, no charge; Rev.
Hezekiah Baloh, Mount Bethel ; Rev. Samuel Doak, Salem ; Rev. John Cos.
som, Providence; Rev. Edward Crawford, suspended; Rev. James Balch,

18
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dismissed ; Rev. Samuel Cornick, Fork and Knoxville; Rev. Robert Hen-
“derzon, Hopewell and Westminster; Rev. Gideon Blackburn, Kusebia and
New Providence; Rev. Jacob Lake, late of Orange. Vucancies—Provi-
dence, Concord, Holsten, Grass Valley, Sinking Spring, New Providence or
Nolachucky, Carter’s Valley, Sinking Spring, Green Spring, Rock Spring,
Glad Spring, Shunam, Concord, Graham’s Meeting-house, and New Dublin.

The Preshytery of Concord.—Rev. Samuel E. McCorkle, D. D., Thyatira;
Rev. James Hall, Bethany ; Rev. James McRee, no charge ; Rev. David Barr,
Philadelphia ; Rev. James Wallace, New Providence ; Rev. Samuel C. Cald-
well, Hopewell and Sugar Creck; Rev. Humphrey Hunter, Goshen and
Union ; Rev. Joseph D. Kirkpatrick, Third Creek and Unity; Rev. Lewis F.
Wilson, Concord and Fourth Creek ; Rev. Alexander Caldwell, no charge;
Rev. John Carrigan, Bethpage and Ramah ; Rev. John M. Wilson, Morgan-
ton and Quaker-Meadows; Rev. John Andrews, Little Britain. Vucancies
not able—Chesnut Spring, Mineral Spring, Smyroa, Salem, Knob Creek,
Mountain Creek, Muddy Creek, Cane Creck, Upper Creek, Bozza, Jersey
Settlement, Mamre, Joppa. }acancies able to support a minister—Centre,
Steel Creck, Poplar, Quent, and Rocky River, Swananoa, HHems Creek, and
Buncombe. Candidates—John Hemphill and James Mcllheney. Licenti-
ates—DMessrs. Samuel Davis, George Newton, James Gillespie, James Adams,
and Thomas Price.

The Preshytery of Hopewell—Rev. John Springer, Smyrna, Providence,
and Liberty ; Rev. Robert Cunningham, Bethany and Hopewell ; Rev. Moses
Waddel, Carmel ; Rev. William Montgomery, Siloam and Little Britain;
Rev. John Newton, deceased, June 17th, 1797.  Vacancies—Bethlehem and
Newhope. able to support a minister; Hebron, Bethesda, Newhope, and
Richland Creek, not able to support a minister.

Francis CumMmins, Mod. S.
Rosert WiLson, C. S.
December 2d, 1797, Greenville, Tenncssee.

Agrecably to order, the delegates to the General Association of Connecti-
cut in the year 1796, reported as follows, viz :

¢ The delegates appointed by the General Assembly, to attend the meeting
of the General Association of the State of Connecticut, at Norwich, in June,
1795, report:

That they attended the meeting of the Association, agreeably to appoint-
ment ; were received and treated with much kindness and attention.

The business before the Association was almost entirely of a local nature,
referring to the concerns of the churches under their immediate care. The
only business of a general nature respected the sending of missionaries upon
the frontiers ; concerning which, all your delegates have to report is, that the
Association were still prosecuting the plan of sending out missionaries.

We have only to add that your delegates had prepared a report to be given
in to the General Assembly at their meeting in May last, but from some acci-
dent it failed of being delivered. JouN McKx~IGHT,

AzEL RoE.
Morristoron, April 18th, 1799.”

The delegates appointed to attend the General Association of Connecticut
in the year 1797, reported as follows, viz:

“The delegates appointed by the General Assembly to attend the General
Association of Connecticut at Windham, in June last, report,

That fhey all attended during the whole of the sessions of the Association,

and were reccived with great cordiality and respect by the members of that
body.
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The greater part of the business which came before them respected the

internal arrangements of the churches under the care of the General Associa-

tion in that State. Some of their transactions were of a more general nature.

An address t the particular Associations upon the subject of the estab-
lishment of a missionary society in the state of Connecticut, was agreed to,
and ordered to be published ; together with such extracts and summaries from
existing publications as might be sufficient to give a general view of the mea-
sures adopted in Britain and America for the spread of the gospel in heathen
countries ; and a committee was appointed to correspond with such societies
in Europe and America.

A committec was appointed to revise Dr. Watts’ translation of the Psalms
of David, to alter all passages confined in expression to particular places or
countries; and to translate the Psulms which Dr. Watts left untranslated.

Six missionaries to the new settlements were appointed for the next year,
to spend four months each.

The next General Association is to meet at the house of the Rev. Mr. Bas-
set, of Helston, on the third Tuesday of June, 1798, at eleven o’clock, A. M.

James F. ArRMSTRONG,
SAMUEL MILLER.”

Appointments to supply the pulpits of the delegates to the General Asso-
ciation of last year, were fulfilled, except in one or two instances.

The committee appointed to attend the Trustees of the New Jersey Col-
lege, reported as follows, viz :

# The committee appointed by the General Assembly to meet the Trustees
of the College of New Jersey, and to determine the application of the moneys
in their hands, subject to the control of the General Assembly, report, That
they desired to know what moneys of this description were in their hands,
and were informed that the sum of £12 14s. 4d., being the interest arising
fram the two sums of £152 6s. 5d., and that of £102, was in their posses-
sion; and the said committee further desired that it might be applied, during
the ensuing year, to the support of Mr. David Comfort, a student of divinity
under the care of the Presbytery of New Brunswick, and the immediate di-
rection of Dr. Smith, which was granted. WiLLiaM Boyp,

RoBERT FINLEY,
SamuiL F. SNoWDEN.

Princeton, September 27th, 1797.”

On motion, Resolved, That the rules with respect to the election of dele-
gates to the General Association of Connecticut, adopted in the year 1706,
be now adopted.

It appeared that Mr. Thatcher went out on the mission assigned him by
the last General Assembly, and died in the month of August in the discharge
of his important trust, to the great loss of our Church.

The Synod of New York and New Jersey have recommended as mis-
sionaries for the ensuing year, the Rev. Messrs. Peter Fish, John Close, and
Asa Hillyer.

The Presbytery of New Castle recommended for missionaries, John Slem-
mons, and John B. Patterson, licentiates under their care; and, if it seem
good unto the General Assembly, desire that they might have leave to ordain
_ them for that purpose. :

Adjourned until half-after 3 o'clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

Friday, Half-past 3 o'clock, P. M.
The General Assembly met according to adjourunent, and began with
prayer. Present as before.
The minutes of the last session were read.
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It was Ordered, That the committee appointed to superintend the printing
of the extracts from the minutes, be directed to make such selections from
the journal of Mr. Thatcher, the missionary of the year before last, as they
may judge necessary, and report to the House.

On the question being taken, the Moderator claimed a right to a vote as a
commissioner from the Presbytery of Albany, distinct from the casting vote.
He left it to the House to decide on the claim. The House having taken a
vote on the subject, decided by a great majority against the Moderator’s claim.

Isaac J. Reeve, an elder from Loug Island Presbytery, produced his com-
mission, which was read and approved, and he took his seat accordingly.

The General Assembly proceeded to nowinate delegates to attend the Gen-
eral Association of Connggticut.

The members of the Corporation of the Widows’ Fund had leave of ab-
sence for the remainder of this session.

The committee appointed to bring in a draught of a plan of incorporation
for certain purposes, reported, accordingly, a plan, which was read and de-
ferred for further consideration.

The Synod of Philadelphia brought in their report, which was read, and
is as follows, viz :

The Synod of Philadelphia report to the General Assembly that they con-
sist of six Presbyteries, viz :

1. The Presbytery of Philadelphia, consisting of fourteen ministers, of
whom thirteen only have pastoral charges, as follows : Rev. Dr. John Ewing,
First Presbyterian church in Philadelphia ; Rev. Dr. Samuel Blair, without
a charge ; Rev. James Boyd, Newton and Bensalem ; Rev. Dr. William M.
Tennent, Abington, Norriton, and New Providence ; Rev. Nathaniel Irwin,
Neshaminy ; Rev. John Davenport, Deerfield; Rev. Dr. Ashbel Green,
Second Presbyterian church, Philadelphia; Rev. Ethan Osborn, Fairfield ;
Rev. John Gemmil, Great Valley and Charleston; Rev. Samuel Leacock,
Pittsgrove ; Rev. Abijah Davis, Cape May; Rev. William Clarkson, Bridge-
town and Greenwich; Rev. Nathaniel Harris, Penn’s Neck and Alloway’s
Creek ; Rev. Robert Russel, Allen’s Township. Vacancies—Third Presby-
terian church in Philadelphia, able to support a minister ; Deep Run and
Tinicum, able in conjunction to support a pastor; Woodbury and Timber
Creek, not able. Licentiates—Messrs. Uriah Dubois and Thomas Picton.

2. The Presbytery of New Castle, consisting of ten ministers who have
pastoral charges, and three who have no charges, viz: Rev. Wm. McKen-
nan, White Clay Creek ; Rev. James Latta, Chestout Level ; Rev. Dr. Tho-
mas Read, Second Presbyterian church, Wilmington; Rev. Alexander Mit-
ohell, without a charge; Rev. Colin McFarquhar, Donegal; Rev. John
McCriery, Head of Christiana and White Clay ; Rev. Nathaniel W. Sample,
Lancaster, Leacock, and Middle Octarara; Rev. William Arthur, Pequea;
Rev. William Chealy, Pencader and Middleton; Rev. John Collins, St.
Georges ; Rev. Francis Latta, First Presbyterian church, Wilmington ; Rev.
Samuel Barr, without a charge; Rev. Francis Hindman, without a charge.
Vacancies—New London, Fagg’s Manor, East Nottingham, able each to sup-
port a minister ; Upper Octarara, and Doe Run, able in conjunction to sup-
port a minister ; Little Britain, Charleston, Middleton, and Georgetown, not
able. Licentiates—DMessrs. James Laird, John Patterson, John Slemmons,
David McConnaughy, and William Stewart.

3. The Preshytery of Baltimore, consisting of nine ministers who have

astoral charges, and six who have no charges, viz : Rev. Dr. Patrick Alison,
{’astor of the Presbyterian church, Baltimore ; Rev. Dr. James Muir, Alex-
' andria; Rev. George Luckey, Centre and Bethel ; Rev. Stephen B. Balch,
Georgetown, Potomac; Rev. Enoch Matson, Bermuda; Rev. Samuel Mar-



1798.] GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 141

tin, Slate Ridge; Rev. John Brackeuridge, Washington ; Rev. Adam Free-
map, Capt. John, Seneca, and Difficult; Rev. Samuel Knox, Frederick.
Revs. John Slemmons, James Wilson, Caleb Johnson, Andrew Law, Cun-
ningham Semple, and William Allen, without charges. Licentiate—Mr.
William Maffit. Vacancies—Chanceford, Deer Creek, Soldier's Delight, and
Bladensburg.
4. The Presbytery of Carlisle, consisting of fourteen ministers, who have
Eastoral charges, and six who have no charges, viz : Rev. Dr. Charles Nes-
it, President of Dickinson College ; Rev. James Long, East Connegocheague ;
Rev. Dr. John King, Upper West Connegocheague ; Rev. John Craighead,
Rocky Spring ; Rev. Thomas McPherson, Lower East and West Connego-
cheague; Rev. Dr. Robert Davidson, Carlisle; Rey. John Black, without a
charge; Rev. Daniel Jones, without a charge; Rev. John Linn, Sherman’s
Valley ; Rev. Samuel Waugh, East Pennsborough and Monaghan; Rev. Joseph
Henderson, no charge ; Rev. Samuel Wilson, Big Spring ; Rev. James Snod-
gass, Hanover; Rev. William Paxton, Lower Marsh Creek; Rev. Robert
athcart, York and Hopewell ; Rev. Nathaniel Snowden, Harrisburgh ; Rev.
David Denny, Path-Valley ; Rev. John Boyd, Tuscarora and Falling Waters;
Rev. John Arnold, without a charge; Rev. Dr. Robert Cooper, without a
charge. Vacancies—Middle Spring and Falling Spring, both able to sup-
port a minister. Upper Marsh Creek and Great Connewaga, Piny Creek
and Tom’s Creek, Paxton and Derry, able, if uuited, to support a minister.
Bedford, Great Cove, Williamsport, Hancock, and Mouth of Juniata, not able
to supgort a stated pastor.
5. The Presbytery of Lewes; and
6. The Presbytery of Huntingdon, from which Presbyteries Synod have
received no report since their last report to the Assembly ; to which they beg
leave to refer. By order of Synod,
NatraNieL IRwiN, Stated Clerk.
May 16th, 1798.” .
Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.
Concluded with prayer.

May 19th, 9 o’clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and began with
prayer. Present as before.

he minutes of the last session were read.

A letter was received from the Committee of Correspondence of the Gene-
ral Association of Connecticut, to the General Assembly, which was read,
and is as follows, viz :

¢ New Haven, December, 1797,

Reverend Sir—The revival of the missionary spirit in Great Britain and
the United States, and the successful exertions of the people of God in both
countries for the more extensive diffusion of Christian knowledge, have
arrested the attention and gladdened the hearts of the clergy and good people
of Connecticut. The General Association have felt their influence, and at
their meeting in June last adopted measures which we hope will, in time,
prove successful, for the obtaining permanent fuuds, not only for the support
of missionaries in the new settlements in the northern and western parts of
these States, but also among the aborigines of this country. At the
same time the General Association addressed the several Associations in
the State on the subject of forming a Missionary Society, and appointed a
committee to make and publish summaries, and extracts from the late Euro-
pean publications on Missions to the Heathen, for the information of the
people in general, and with a view to awaken their zeal, and draw forth their
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charity. These bave been published in a pamphlet, and are now circulating
among the people. As the pamphlet may give you further information on
the subject, we ask your acceptance of it, with this communication. The
General Association also appointed us a committee to open a correspondence
with the Missionary Society in Great Britain, with the Governor and Mission-
ary at Sierra Leone, with the Missionary Societies in the United States, and
with the General Assembly of the Presbyterian churches ; that they might
obtain the earliest and fullest information with respect to every exertion which
shall be made, and all measures which shall be adopted in the various parts
of the world, for the enlargement of the Redeemer’s kingdom, and to the
success which shall attend them.

We present you with our cordial congratulations on these auspicious ap-
earances. In our own joys we imagiune we have a real experience of yours.
We persuade ourselves that with these prospects the state of the new settle-

ments which are rapidly and extensively spreading themselves on our western
territory, and the deplorable circumstances of the Indians within our borders,
will engage the attention and employ the particular deliberations of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

We shall be happy to receive your communications respecting whatever
new may be transacted relative to an affair so interesting to our common
Christianity.

Looking forward with continual prayer and lively hope to that illustrious
day when the glory of the Lord shall arise upou Zion, the Gentiles come to
her light, and kings to the brightness of her rising; when the Lord shall be
her everlasting light, and her God her glory, we are, Rev. Sir, your brethren
and fellow servants in the faith and fellowship of the gospel.

TimMorHY DwigHT,
JAMES Dana, Com. of Correspondence.
BenjaMIN TRUMBULL,
The Moderator of the General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church in America.”

A letter was received from the Synod of the Carolinas, and read, viz :

% Rev. Fathers and Brethren—The Synod of the Carolinas having found
from past experience the very great difficulty and even almost impossibility
of the Presbyteries under their care being fully represented in the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and being persuaded that it arises
pot from & want of an earnest desire to comply with their duty in this re-
spect ; but that the very great distance at which the meetings of the General
Assembly have hitherto been, the length and expensiveness of the journey
to Philadelphia, and the inconvenience of being so long absent from their
families and charges, have generally discouraged those who would other-
wise have attended : This Synod do therefore earnestly request, that you in
your wisdom, would take this matter under serious consideration, and that
you would, as far as propriety will justify you, relieve us from this great in-
convenience, by appointing your future meeting at some place as far southel
as may be thought expedient, and thereby put it in the power of your peti-
tioners to comply with their duties; which, if in their power, they would de-
light to perform.

That the Great King and Head of the Church may superintend and direct
you in all your counsels and deliberations to his glory and the good of the
Church under your care, is, Rev. and Dear Fathers and Brethren, the sincere
wish and earnest prayer of yours in our common Lord.

Tae Synop oF THE CAROLINAS.”

The General Assembly proceeded to the election of Delegates to the Gene-
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ral Association of Connecticut which meets on the third Tuesday of June
next, at Helson, when Dr. Samuel Blair, Mr. Nathaniel Irwin, and Mr. Joseph
Clark, were duly elected.

Ordered, that an attested copy of the election be made out.

Ordered also, That the delegates to the General Association of Connecticut
be allowed two dollars per day during their attendance with the General As-
sociation, and at the rate of two dollars for every forty miles going and re-
turning, which sums the Treasurer is hereby ordered to pay out of the funds
of the General Assembly.

Agreeably to the order of the day, the following resolution, viz: “ That
a committee be appointed to prepare and report an address, from the General
Assembly to the President, Senate, and House of Represcntatives of the
United States, on the present critical state of the nation,”—was taken up;
when it was moved to amend, so as to strike out all the words after United
States, and to add in their place, ¢ expressive of their highest approbation of
their conduct with regard to our foreign relations, and assuring them of our
ardent zeal to support them in every measure necessary for the defence and
independence of our country”—which amendment was carried by a great
majority. The previous question was then moved, and, upon the Moderator
giving his opinion that if the previous question were carried, it would pre-
clude all debate on the main question, an appeal was made from the Modera-
tor’s opinion, to the house, when the opinion was confirmed. The previous
question was then put, and carried. The main question was also put in the
words of the resolution as amended, which was decided in the negative bya
great majority,

The Geueral Assembly took up the consideration of the draught of a plan
of incorporation offered them by the committee charged to prepare such a
draught. It was moved that it be approved, and that the same committee be
directed to present the same to the Legislature of this state at their next
meeting, accompanied with a petition from the General Assembly.

After some discussion, adjourned to meet on Monday at 10 o’clock.

Concluded with prayer.

May 21st, Monday, 10 o'clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and began with
prayer. Present as before.

The minutes of the last session were read.

A motion to appoint a committee to prepare a Pastoral Letter to the people
under their care, in the present melancholy state of our churches and nation,
was taken up, when the Moderator, Dr. Rodgers, Dr. Green, and Mr. Irwin,
were appointed for this purpose, and ordered to report as soon as convenient.

Ordered, That Dr. Mo Whorter, Dr. Alison, and Mr. Hunter, be a commit-
tee to draught a letter in answer to a letter received from the Committee of
Correspondence of the General Association of Connecticut, and report as soon
as convenient.

The Rev. Joshua Hart produced his commission from the Presbytery of
Long Island, which being read and approved, he took his seat accordingly.

The committee appointed to prepare a draught of a plan of incorporation,
haviog reported, at a former session, a bill for this purpose, the report was
again read, corrected, and approved. Whereupon,

Ordered, That Dr. Ewing, Dr. Green, Mr. Irwin, Dr. David Jackson, and
Ebenezer Hazard, Esq., be a committee for the purpose of presenting said
draught to the Legislature of Pennsylvania at their next meeting, accompa-
nied with a petition from this Assembly, praying that the same may be passed
into a law; and that the same committee be authorized to make or consent
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- to any additions or alterations in matters of form, which to them shall seem
roper.

P Iri)jsolrcd, also, That the said committee be directed to solicit the Legisla-

ture, that the annual income of the Incorporation be limited to 150,000 dol-

lars, and that, with the advice of legal counsel, they specify what proportion

of this sum shall be derived from real or personal property to the Incorpo-
ration.

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to bring in a list of thir-
ty-six persons, out of whom to choose the trustees of the Corporation. Dr.
King, Mr. Irwin, Mr. Balch, Mr. Freeman, and Mr. Bayard, were appointed
for the above purpose, and directed to report in the afternoon.

Adjourned to meet at half-after 8 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

Half-past 8 o'clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment. Present as before,
except Mr. J. Latta absent by leave.

The minutes of the last scssion were read.

Dr. A. Green produced bis commission from the Presbytery of Philadel-

hia, which was read, when it appeared that in case of Dr. Blair's absence,
Br. Green should take his place, and Dr. Blair being absent, Dr. Green took
his place accordingly.

A letter was received from the Secretary of the General Synod of the Re-
formed Dutch Church, inclosing an extract from the records of said Synod,
which was read, and is as follows :

“ Brethren, I am directed, as Secretary of the General Synod of the Re-
formed Dutch Church in the United States of America, to transmit to the
General Assembly of the Presb{terian Church, the inclosed extract from the
minutes of their late session. have the bonour of being, most affection-
ately, Yours, JouN BAsseT.

Albany, May 8th, 1798.”

Extract from the minutes of the General Synod of the Reformed Dutch
Church, in the United States of America.

¢ The General Synod appointed a committee to report what is necessary
to be done in respect to reviving the friendly correspondence with Presbyte-
rian and Associate Reformed Churches, who reported as follows, viz :

That in their opinion, the most speedy and effectual measures ought
to be pursued to revive the friendly correspondence which subsisted for
several years between the Reformed Dutch Church and the Presbyterian and
Associate Reformed Churches, and to make provision for its improvement and
permanency.

To accomplish this purpose your committee recommend, that a committee
be appointed by the General Synod, to meet with committees from the Gene-
ral Assembly of the Presbyterian, and from the Associate Reformed Synod,
on the third Tuesday in June, 1798, in New York, in order to form some
plan of mutual correspondence and intercourse, which plan shall be reported
to the respective judicatories for final ratification. '

Your committee recommend that the committee of the General Synod be
instructed to propose or consent to no connection which would destroy the
distinction and independence of this Church, or in the least interfere with its
discipline and form of worship; and that the three churches give mutual en-
gagements for their adherence to the doctrines contained in their respective
confessions.

Your committee are also of opinion that, until the plan of correspondence
be established, the ministers of this Church continue to invite into their pul-
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pits the ministers of the other churches mentioned, of whose piety and ortho-
doxy they are well assured ; and that they continue to preach in their pulpits
when invited. ,

Your committee farther recommend that, in case this report be approved,
an authenticated copy, with their approbation, be transmitted to the Gene-
ral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and the Associate Reformed
8ynod.

Resolved, That this Synod agree to the above report, and that a commit.
tee consisting of the Rev. Dr. Linn, Rev. Mr. Bunshooler, Rev. Mr. Studdi-
ford, Rev. Mr. S. Treligh, Rev. Mr. Shoomaker, Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Turk, and
Mr. Brinkeroff, be appointed to meet with any committees which may be
appointed by the Presbyterian and Associate Reformed Synods.

testify the above to be a true extract from the minutes of the General
Synod. Jonn BAsseT, Secretary.”

The committee appointed to bring in a list of thirty-six names, out of
which to choose trustees of the incorporation, reported ; whereupon,

Resolved, That the list lie upon the table, and that each member set a
mark to the names of his choice.

Resolved, That Dr. Green and Mr. Irwin prepare a draught of a petition to
the Legislature on the subject of incorporation, and report as soon as conve-
nient.

The committee, appointed to examine the records of the Synod of New
York and New Jersey, reported, and the records were approved as far as

e 107.

Ir. Irwin, appointed to sclect from the records of the late Synod of New
York and Philadelphia, such rules and regulations as appcared to merit atten-
tion, and to lay them before this General Assembly for their cousideration,
reported.

pl%esolued, That Mr. Irwin, Mr. Balch, Mr. Hall, Mr. Armstrong, and Dr.
Tennent, be a committee to determine what, in these selections, are proper
to be printed, and to report to this Assembly as soon as possible.

The members of the Corporation of the Widows’ Fund had leave of ab-
sence during the remainder of this session.

Resolved, That supplies be appointed to the pulpits of the delegates who
are appointed to attend the General Association of Connecticut. That Mr.
James Boyd supply Mr. Irwin’s, and Mr. Rhue, Mr. Boyle’s, on the fourth
Lord’s day of June, and Dr. Tennent on the third. That Dr. Sawuel S.
Smith supply Mr. Clarke’s pulpit on the third Lord’s day of June, and Mr
Cook on the fourth.

The following resolution was introduced by the Committee of Overtures

That no minister or candidate shall be received by any of our Synods, or
by the General Assembly, unless he has been previously approved of, and
recommended by one of our Presbyteries.

A letter also came through the Committee of Overtures, from Bethuel
Church, Esq., inquiring whether he may be admitted to occasional commu-
nion, whilst he scruples concerning infant baptism. When it was moved,

That the Session of the church of Cambridge be permitted to receive
Mr. Church, vpon satisfactory evidence of his good character, his sgruples
concerning infant baptism notwithstanding. The decision was postponed.

The following gentlemen were duly chosen Trustees of the Incorporation,
viz: The Rev. Dr. Rodgers, Dr. McWhorter, Dr. Samuel 8. Smith, Dr. A.
Green, Dr. Alison, Dr. Tennent, Mr. Irwin, Mr. Clark, Mr. Hunter, Mr
Jared Ingersoll, Mr. Robert Ralston, Mr. Jonathan B. Swith, Mr. Andrew

19
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Bayard, Mr. E. Boudinot, Mr. John Nelson, Mr. Ebenezer Hazard, Mr. David
Jackson, and Mr. Robert Smith, merchant.

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock. Concluded with
prayer.

May 22d, Tuesday, 9 o’clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and began with

rayer. Present as before.

‘The minutes of the last session were read.

The extract of the records of the General Synod of the Reformed Dutch
Church was again read ; whereupon,

Resolved, That the Rev. Dr. Rodgers, Dr. Samuel 8. Smith, Dr. Ashbel
Green, Mr. Andrew Hunter, Mr. John Woodhull, ministers; Mr. John Nel-
son, Mr. Benjamin Smith, Mr. Joseph Broome, and Mr. Benjamin Coe,
elders, be a committee to meet with a committee of the Reformed Dutch,and
a committee of the Associate Reformed Synod, conformably to the request of
the Reformed Dutch Synod, at New York, on the third Tuesday of June
next, and to report the result to the next General Assembly.

Resolved, That the same compensation be allowed to the committee attend-
ing at New York, as is allowed to the delegates attending at Connecticut.

On thesubject of the blank found in the records of the General Assembly,

Ordered, That the address of the General Assembly of last May, to the
ministers and other members of the Church in the bounds of the Presbytery
of Abingdon, omitted in the minutes page 150, be inserted in page 152.

Resolved, That the Moderator, with Mr. Clark, Mr, Ker, and Mr. James
Boyd, be a committee to inquire into the religious state of our western exten-
sive frontiers, and whether any, and what alterations may, with probable
advantage, be made in our present plan of managing the missions in those
parts, and make their report on these subjects to the next General Assembly.

The Presbytery of Baltimore directed their commissioners to solicit the
permission of the General Assembly to ordain Mr. William Maffit, a licen-
tiate under their care, to the office of the gospel ministry, if upon examina-
tion he should appear qualified. The request was made at the particular
instance of the church of Bladensburg, where Mr. Maffit officiates as a stated
supply. Whereupon,

Resolved, That said request be granted.

It was moved that the restriction laid by the last General Assembly on our
missionaries, which confines them to administer the ordinance of the Lord’s
Supper in such places only where there are church officers regularly appoint-
ed, be repealed, and it was repealed accordingly.

The committee appointed to draught a letter in answer to the letter received
from the General Association of Connecticut, reported a letter which, having
lain on the table for some time, and having been enlarged and amended,

Resolved, That the said letter be signed by the Moderator, and transmitted
to the Delegates of the General Association.*

* The following is the draught of the reply :
Philadelphia, May, *98.

Rev. GextLEMEN—We thankfully acknowledge your favour of last December, and ex-
press the lively joy excited by your communication respecting the missionary busincse,
and the ugrecnbfe prospects of its success in various places. 'Ighe pamphlet you mention
has not arrived, or we would have recommended an impression of the work here, for the
more extensive diffusion of its valuable information.

Some years ago, evangclical missions from our denomination remained wholly under
the dircction and control of this Assembly, for the rupport whereof annual contributions
were directed to be raised by our different churches; but powerful reasons induccd us
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The letter from the Synod of the Carolinas was again read, and the con-
sideration thereof postponed.

Resolved, That certain rules for the reception of foreign ministers and li-
centiates, as condensed and extended from the records of our Church, be now
considered.

The rules were read and discussed, but the final decision was deferred.

Adjourned to meet at half-after 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

; Half-after 8 oclock, P. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and began with
prayer. Present as before, except Mr. B. Smith, who had leave of absence
during this session.

The minutes of the last session were read.

Ordered, That the committee appointed to publish extracts from the min-
utes of this Assembly do collect as accurate a list of the ordained ministers,
licentiates, and churches under the jurisdiction of the Assembly, as can be
obtained from every source of information to which they have access, and
publish the same with the extracts.

Ordered, also, That the Treasurer of the Assembly furnish the aforesaid
committee with an annual account of the rezeipts and expenditures of money
since our last publication, relative to this subject, in as particular a manner
a8 possible, and that the same be also published with the extracts.

The members of the corporation of the Widow’s Fund had leave of ab-
sence during the remainder of this session.

The consideration of the rules for the reception of foreign ministers and
licentiates, as condensed and extended, was resumed.

to leave with the Synod of Virginia and the Carolinas the management of this service
to the south of Maryland. They commonly furnish us cvery year with accounts of their
proceedings, and we find that they have used laudable excrtions for having the ordinances
of the gospel administered among our rapidly increasing scttlements in this quarter, which
would otherwise seldom hear its joyful sound. The remaining desolate parts are under
our own immediate superintendence. These we supply, aecording to the proportion of
our ability ; and there is reason to hope, that eftorts adapted for the purpose, have been
frcquen‘}ly accompanicd with a blessing, as may appear by extracts from the journals of
some of our missionaries accompanying this answer.

No convenient opportunity has offered lately for attempting the spiritual instruction of
the Indian tribes on our border; but it is our fixed rcsolution to undertake the same
whenever the means shall be in our power, and the prospect of a prospcrous issue afl
forded. Could these untutored savages be brought to depend for-subsistence on labour and
industry, rather than on their vagrant pursuits, the way would be better prepared for
teaching them to desire what is of more value than the meat which perisheth,

With great pleasure we inform you that institutions are formed in the cities of New
York and Albany, for the benevolent design of spreading the gospel among the heathen
adjacent to the United States, and among our own citizens where they are destitute of
evangelical ministrations, and who have mude considerable progress in collecting funds.
There is, however, a plan now considerably advanced in the city of Philadclphia, on the
same account, each of which may probably have missionaries employed in a short time.
Establishments of the same description are likewise contemplated in some other places.

We have directed an application to the Legislature of this State, requesting that they
would, at their next meeting, pass an act of incorporation in our favour, whereby certain
persons may be enabled to act as a body politic in our name, and for our use, in raising
and managing a fand, which will probably incrcase our means, and give vigour to our
operations in advancing what both you and we are so anxious to promote. Ot the result
you shall be apprized, and of whatever else may seem necessary in relation to our com.
mon faith, for the most effectual measures of propagating which, a free and friendly ex-
change of sentiment must prove highly important.

Our fervent prayers unite with youre that the name of our divine Redecmer may be
iloriﬁed from the rising of the sun to the going down of the same : and we are with un.

igned affection, Your Brethren in the Lord.
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Ordered, That they be read by paragraphs ; which was done acecordingly,
and such alterations were made as were judged necessary, when on motion,
it was

Resolved, That the whole, thus altered, be adopted.

It is as follows, viz :

The following regulations, intended to embrace and extend the existing
rules, respecting the reception of foreizn ministers and licentiates, were
adopted by the General Assembly, and directed to be published for the in-
formation of all concerned.

When any minister or licentiate from Europe shall come into this country,
and desire to become connected with the Presbyterian church in the United
States, he may apply, in the first instance, to any committee appointed to
direct the services of travelling ministers and candidates ; which committee
shall examine his credentials, and take such other means to ascertain his
principles, character, and standing, as to them shall seem proper. If the
result shall be such as to encourage further trial, they may give him appoint-
ments to supply till the next meeting of the Presbytery, to which such com-
mittee belong. It shall then become the duty of such minister or licentiate,
to apply to that Presbytery, or to any other in whose bounds he may incline
to labour. This Presbytery shall carefully ivspect his credentials, and not
sustain a mere certificate of good standing, unless corroborated by such pri-
vate letters, or other collateral testimony, as shall fully satisfy them as to the
sufficiency of his testimonials. In that event, they shall proceed to examine
bim on the learned languages, the arts and sciences, on theology, and church
history ; and to consider such written evidences of his Jearned education as
be may produce; nor shall they receive him, unless he shall appear to have
made such attainments in these several branches as are required of those who
receive their education, or pass their trials among ourselves. If the Presby-
tery shall receive satisfaction on the above particulars, (but not otherwise,)
they shall proceed to examine him as to his experimental acquaintance with
religion, sounduess in faith, and capacity for resolving cases of conscience.

If, upon the whole, he appears to be a person worthy of encouragement,
and who promises usefulness in the church, they shall receive him as a minis-
ter or candidate on probation, in which state he may preach the gospel where
regularly called, either as a stated or occasional supply; and, if an ordained
minister, perform every part of the ministerial functions, except that he may
not vote in any judicatory, receive, or accept a call for settlement.

When he shall have resided generally, and preached within the bounds,
and under the direction of said Presbytery for at least one year, the Presby-
tery shall review his case ; and having caused him to preach before them (if
they judge it expedient) on a subject previously appointed by the Presbytery,
and having examined him as to his knowledge and approbation of our stand-
ards of doctrine, discipline, and government, they shall take into considera-
tion, as well the evidence derived from these and former trials before them,
as that which may arise from his acceptance in the churches ; his prudence,
gravity, and godly conversation; and from the combined influence of the
whole, determine either to receive him, reject him, or hold him under further
F‘obation. In case of receiving him at that or any subsequent period, the

resbytery shall report the same to their Synod at its next meeting, together
with all the certificates, and other testimony on which they have received
him ; or, if it shall be more convenient, this report may be made to the Gen-
eral Assembly.

The Assembly or Synod (as the case may be) shall then inquire into the
groceedings of the Presbytery in the affair; and if they find them to have

een irregular or deficient, they shall (after a suitable censure of said Pres-
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bytery) recommit the cause to them, in order to a more regular and per-
fect process. But if the proceedings had in the Presbytery appear to have
been conformable to this regulation, they shall carefully examine all the
papers laid before them by the Presbytery, or which shall be exhibited by
the party concerned ; and considering their credibility and sufficiency, come
to a final judgment, either to receive him into the Presbyterian body, agreea-
bly to his standing, or to reject him.

No such minister or licentiate, after being rejected by one Presbytery, shall
be received by another; or if received, through mistake or otherwise, shall
no longer be countenanced or employed, after the imposition is discovered.

If, however, any such minister or licentiate shall think himself aggrieved
by the sentence of any Presbytery, he shall have a right to carry the matter
by complaint to the proper Synod, or to the next General Assembly, giving
notice thereof to the Presbytery during the sessions at which the sentence
was pronounced. Provided, that if any European minister shall be of such
distinguished reputation, as to induce any congregation under the jurisdiction
of the General Assembly, to call him (while yet in his own country) to be-
come their pastor ; or the corporation of any university, college, or academy,
to invite him to become an academical teacher or governor, such minister,
on accepting said call or invitation, and coming to this country, may be
received by any Presbytery, Synod, or General Assembly, without passing
the examination or period of probation herein before mentioned, if his testi-
monials shall appear sufficient. In all other cases, it shall be deemed irregu-
Jar for any Synod or General Assembly, to receive a foreign minister or licen-
tiate, until he shall have been examined and approved by some Presbytery in
manner aforesaid.

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock. Concluded with
prayer.

Wednesday, May 23d, 9 o’clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and began with
prayer. Present as before.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The overture that no minister or licentiate shall be received by any of our
Synods, or by the General Assembly, unless he has been previously ap-

roved of and recommended by one of our Presbyteries, was taken up, when
it was moved and agreed to postpone this motion, that the following might
be introduced, as an addition to the rules already adopted, viz: *In all cases
it shall be deemed irregular for any Synod or General Assembly to receive a
foreign minister or licentiate, till he shall have been examined and approved
of by some Presbytery in manner aforesaid ;”” when it was proposed to strike
out the words ¢ foreign minister or licentiate,” it was decided against this
proposal. It was agreed that the motion be adopted. A vote was then taken
upon the overture, which was rejected.

The Committee of Overtures brought in their report.

The letter from Bethuel Church, Esq., as overtured was read, and the mo-
tion formerly made, thus amended— That the session of the church of Cam-
bridge be permitted to receive Mr. Church upon satisfactory evidence of his
good character, his scruples notwithstanding”—was taken up and agreed to.

The committee appointed to determine what parts of the selections formerly
read, were supposed proper to be printed, reported, That the Assembly order
that E. X. be added to such selections as they approved for publication.

The committee appointed to examine the records of the Synod of Philadel-
phia, reported, and the records were approved as far as page 169.

The committee appointed to examine the records of the Synod of the Caro-
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linas, reported, and the records were approved ; but as certain papers referred
to were not in the records, they could not receive the Moderator’s signature.

The committee appointed to superintend the printing of the Confession of
Faith, laid a statemeat of their accounts with Mr. Aitkin, the person whom
they employed, before the General Assembly; but as the statement was im-
perfect, the whole was recommitted to the same committee to report as soon
as convenient.

The Committee on Missions reported, but the report, for certain reasons,
was recomimnitted.

Adjourned until half-after 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

Ilalf-past 3 o'clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and began with
prayer. Present as before.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The Committee on Missions reported. On motion,

Resolved, That the report be taken up by paragraphs.

The first paragraph was adopted ; when, on motion, the subject of missions
was postponed to take up the report of the Committee of Overtures.

On motion, Resolved, That the references from the Synod of the Carolinas,
together with all the papers connected therewith and relative thereto, as deli-
vered in by the Comuiittee of Overtures, be read.

Considerable progress was made in reading these different papers.

Mr. Porter was absent the whole day without leave; Mr. Ker, through
sickness.

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.

Thursday, May 24th, 9 o’clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and began with

rayer. Present as before, except Mr. Ker, Mr. Porter, Mr. Condict, and
glr. Little, who had leave of absence during the remainder of the sessions.

The minutes of the last session were read.

On the subject of missions, the General Assembly proceeded in reading
the report of this committee by paragraphs, which was afterwards adopted
and is as follows, viz:

The Committee on Missions beg leave to report, that they ought to be con-
ducted by men of ability, piety, zeal, prudence, and popular talents. That
missionaries should preach the most important doctrines of grace during the
short period which they can afford to stay in a particular place. That they
organize churches where opportunity offers, and administer ordinances. And
that they catechize and instruct from house to house, as far as practicable,
when they remain for any length of time in a settlement. That they refrain
from all political and party discussions of any kind, and with the self-denial
of their Master, be wholly devoted to their ministry, and exemplary in their
lives and conversation. That in keeping their journals they distinctly record
the subjects on which they preach, and the apparent effect on their hearers.
That for the present year the Rev. John Close, the Rev. Asa Hillyer, and
the Rev. Asa Dunham, and Messrs. John Slemmons and John B. Patterson,
licentiates, of New Castle Presbytery, be the missionaries. That Mr. Close
be employed for three months, to set out about the middle of June; that he

roceed through the counties of Otsego, Herkimer, Onondago, and Tioga,
1o the state of New York. That Mr. Hillyer set out about the first of June,
and proceed through the great bend of Susquehanna, Tioga-point, the town
of Milton, Geneva, Aurora, Homer, Manlius, Solon, Pompey, Casenovia,
and the settlements in their vicinity, and be employed two months. That
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Mr. Dunham set out about the middle of Juneand proceed through the coun-
ties of Northumberland and Luzerne, and the settlements adjacent to Lake
Erie, in the state of Pennsylvania, avoiding as much as possible the usual
course of the persons appointed to supply by the Presbytery of Huntingdon,
and also the counties of Delaware, Tioga, and Onondago, in the state of New
York; to be employed six months. That Messrs. John B. Slemmons and
John B. Patterson set out about the beginning of August: the former to pro-
ceed through the course prescribed to Mr. Close and Mr. Hillyer; the latter
to proceed on the route prescribed to Mr. Dunham, and continue each three
mouths.

Your committee farther recommend, that regular commissions be furnished
to the respective missionaries, signed by the Moderutor and Stated Clerk, pre-
scribing in the draught of the commission the route which they are to observe,
and that they account with the Assembly for any contributions which they
may receive on their mission.

Resolved, That the salary of the missionaries be at the rate of forty dol-
lars per month, and that the Treasurer advance two months’ salary to Mr.
Dunham, and one month’s salary to each of the others; and that the mis-
sionaries account with the General Assembly for any moneys which they
may receive from the people among whom they may labour.

The following persons were appointed to supply Mr. Hillyer’s pulpit : Mr.
Richards on the second Lord’s day of June. Mr. Armstrong on the third.
Mr. Force on the first Lord’s day of July. Mr. Jed. Chapman on the second,
and Mr. Condict on the fourth, and Mr. Carle on the first Lord’s day of
August.

The General Assembly proceeded to read the papers connected with, and
relative unto, the references from the Synod of the Carolinas, and finished the
reading thereof.

The first article of reference was Mr. Balch’s creed.

Moved that this should be first considered.

Mr. Balch was heard at full length in his own defence on this article.

Adjourned until half-past three o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

Half-past three o’ clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and began with
prayer. Present as before.

The minutes of the last session were read.

On motion, Resolved, unanimously, That the next meeting of the General
Assembly be at Winchester in Virginia.

A letter from the members of the Association in Philadelphia for the Sup-
pression of Vice and Immorality, inclosing extracts of the laws of Pennsyl-
vania on that subject, and a plan of that Association, were read. On motion,

Resolved, That Dr. Rodgers, Dr. MeWhorter, Dr. Green, Mr. Bryce, and
Mr. Armstrong, be a committee to take this subject under consideration, and
to report as soon as convenient.

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Irwin be allowed twenty dollars, as a com-
pensation for his trouble in making selections as by order of the last General
Assembly.

On the subject of references from the Synod of the Carolinas, the second ar-
ticle of reference was, the false doctrines with which Mr. Balch was charged.
Mr. Balch was heard on this article at large.

The General Assembly proceeded to decide on the two articles of refer-
ences above mentioned. It was agreed to take up separately the articles of
the creed which Mr. Balch has published. After some discussion on the first ,
aritcle, the further consideration was postponed.
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The committee appointed to prepare a pastoral letter to the people and
churches under the care of the General Assembly, reported a letter which,
being read, was recommitted, to be reported to-morrow morning.

Mr. Benj. Smith and the Rev. Mr. Dunham, and Mr. Dunham, elder, ob-
tained leave of absence for the remainder of the sessions.

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.

Concluded with prayer.

May 25th, Friday, at 9 d'clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met, according to adjournment. Present as be-
fore, except Mr. Benj. Smith, Mr. Asa Dunham, and Mr. Nehemiah Dun-
ham.

The minutes of the last session were read.

Dr. Alison had leave of absence during the remainder of the sessions.

On motion, Resolved, That the committee appointed to superintend the
printing of the proceedings of the General Assembly, call upon the Treasu-
rer for moneys for the purpose of defraying the expenses of printing and
transmitting them to the places of their destination.

The committee appointed to draught a petition to the Legislature of Penn-
sylvania, reported a draught of a petition which was read and approved.

Ordered, That Dr. Ewing, Dr. Green, Messrs. Nathaniel Irwin, Ebenezer
Hazard, and Dr. David Jackson, be a committee to present said petition to
the Legislature of Pennsylvania at their next meeting, signed by the Mode-
rator and the Stated Clerk, and report the issue of this application, at the
next General Assembly.

The committee appointed to prepare a pastoral letter from the General As-
sembly to the people in their communion, reported a letter, which was read,
imd after having been considered and amended, it was adopted, and is as fol-
ows, viz:

A pastoral letter from the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Charch,
in the United States of America, to the people in their communion.

Dear Friends and Brethren—The aspect of divine providence, and the
extraordinary situation of the world, at the present moment, indicate, that a
solemn admonition by the ministers of religion and other church-officers in
General Assembly convened, has become our indispensable duty. When for-
midable innovations and convulsions in Europe threatened destruction to
morals and religion ; when sccnes of devastation and bloodshed, unexampled
in the history of modern nations, have convulsed the world, and when our
own country is threatened with similar calamities, insensibility in us would
be stupidity; silence would be criminal. The watchmen on Zion’s walls are
bound, by their commission, to sound a general alarm at the approach of
danger. We therefore desire to direct your awakened attention towards that
bursting storm, which threatens to sweep before it the religious principles,
institutions, and morals of our people. We are filled with a deep concern and
awful dread, whilst we announce it as our real conviction, that the eternal
God has a controversy with our nation, and is about to visit us in his sore
displeasure. A solemn crisis has arrived, in which we are called to the most
serious contemplation of the moral causes which have produced it, and the
measures which it becomes us to pursue.

With regard to the causes of those national calamities, which we either
feel or fear, a little reflection may convince us, that these may be traced to a
general defection from God, and corruption of the public principles and mo-
rals. These usually keep an equal pace, and they uniformly precede the
ruin of pations.

The evidences of our guilt are, unbappily, too numerous and glaring. We
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perceive, with pain and fearful apprehension, a general dereliction of reli-
gious principle and practice amongst our fellow citizens; a great departure
from the faith and simple purity of manners for which our fathers were re-
markable ; a visible and prevailing impiety and contempt for the laws and
institutions of religion, and an abounding infidelity which in many instances
tends to Atheism itself, which contemptuously rejects God’s eternal Son, our
Saviour, ridicules the gospel and its most sacred mysteries, denies the provi-
dence of God, grievesand insults the Holy Spirit; in a word, which assumes
a front of daring impiety, and possesses a mouth filled with blasphemy.

In the midst of the alarming situation of the public mind, which we have
noticed above, we perceive a degree of supineness and inattention amongst too
many of the ministers and professors of Christianity, which secms to threaten
a dissolution of religious society. Formality and deadness, not to say hypo-
orisy ; a contempt for vital godliness, and the spirit of fervent piety; a de-
sertion of the ordinances, or a cold and unprofitable attendance upon them,
visibly pervade every part of the Church, and certain men have crept in
amongst us, who have denied, or attempt to explain away the pure doctrines
of the gospel ; to introduce pernicious errors which were either not named,
or named with abhorrence, but which have, within a few years since, been
embraced by deluded multitudes. The Lord’s day is horribly profaned, and
family religion and instruction lamentably neglected.

Our ingratitude to God enhances our ({readful guilt. No people have been
more highly favoured in our original establishment, our increasing prosperity,
and particularly in our contest during the revolutionary war, and its pros-
perous issue ; but alas ! we have base%y forgotten our benefactor. We have
abused his favours, and turned them into engines of opposition against him-
self. ¢ He has nourished and brought us up as children, and we have rebel-
led agaiost him.”

The profligacy and corruption of the public morals have advanced with a

rogress proportioned to our declension in religion. Profaneness, pride, luxury,
1njustice, intemperance, lewdness, and every species of debauchery and loose
indulgence greatly abound. And “shall not the Lord visit us for these
things 7 shall not his soul be avenged on such a nation as this 7’ Are they
not peculiarly aggravated ? Are not our crimes enormous as they are nu-
merous? Have we not known our Master’s will, and refused, or at least neg-
lected to doit? Have we not possessed uncommon means of information
with regard to our duty, without a proportionate improvement? Aad have
not our uncommon advantages been abused without shame or remorse? As
surely as there is a righteous God, so surely will he visit us in his just displea-
sure, unless his grace prevent, by awakening us to a sense of our guilt and
recalling us to the practice of our duty. Our circumstances loudly demand
a public and solemn acknowledgment of God as our moral governor and
righteous judge. It is time to cease from man, whose breath is in his nos-
trils; to look beyond second causes, and openly confess the hand and agency
and government of God in the world. Let Christians uunite more cordially
and openly, in adhering to their Master’s cause, and opposing infidelity in all
its forms. God hath a controversy with us—Let us prostrate ourselves be-
fore him ! Let the deepest humiliation and the sincerest repentance mark
our sense of national sins; and let us not forget, at the same time, the per-
soual sins of each individual, that have contributed to increase the mighty
mass of corruption. Let the ministers of religion weep and intercede for
themselves and a guilty people! Let all descriptions of persons lament their
iniquities and reform | Let us practise all righteousness ! Let us be earnest
and fervent in prayer, that God, for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ, would
pour ou; his gracious Spirit upon ministers and people; and that he would

0
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revive his work, not only amongst our churches, but amongst all denomina-
tions of Christians, until the blessed promises and predictious, with regard to
the extent of the Redeemer’s kingdom, be completely fulfilled. Let us con-
duct oursclves as quiet and peaceable eitizens, submitting conscientiously to
the laws of our own making and government of our own choice. Let us treat
with candour and respect our civil rulers. Let us reflect that the Seripture
precepts upon this subject are applicable to no people, if not to us, under a
representative government ; yet, as in the present imperfect state of human
nature, differences in opinion must exist, let us carefully cultivate the senti-
ment of brotherly kindness and mutual forbearance and charity.

With a view to give the greater effect to the exhortations and admonitions
in this letter expressed, we recommend that the last Thursday of August
next be observed in all the congregations under our care, as a day of solemn
humiliation, fasting, and prayer ; and that the ministers of our communion do
then read this letter to the people of their charge, and enforce the truth it
contains in such discourses, founded on the word of God, as shall appear best
adapted to effect so desirable a purpose.

The General Assembly proceeded to the consideration of the creed pub-
lished by Mr. Balch.

The agreement of yesterday, that the articles of Mr. Balch’s creed be con-
sidered separately, was revised, two-thirds of the house consenting; and it
was agreed that these articles be considered generally. The General Assem-
bly entered upon the farther consideration of the subject, and after some time
spent thercon, adjourned to meet at half-after 8 o’clock, P. M.

Concluded with prayer.

Iulf-after 8 o'clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and began with
prayer. Present as before, except Dr. Alison, absent by leave.

By order, the minutes of the last session were read.

The consideration of references from the Synod of the Carolinas, concern-
ing Mr. Balch’s creed, and doctrines resulting therefrom, was resumed ; and
after some time spent thereon, adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at six
o’clock. Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, May 26th, 6 o'clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met agreeably to adjournment. Present as before.
Began with prayer.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The consideration of the references on Mr. Balch’s creed, &c., was re-
sumed.

Ordered, That Dr. MecWhorter, Dr. King, Dr. Green, Mr. Armstrong,
together with the Moderator, be a committee to form a minute on the subject
of the references before the General Assembly, and report next Monday
morning.

Adjourned to meet next Monday at 9 o’clock, A. M. Concluded with
prayer.

Monday, May 28th, 9 o’clock, A. M.
The General Assembly met agreeably to adjournment, and began with
rayer.
P Mr. Joseph Clark and Mr. Samuel F. Snowden were appointed a com-
mittee to direct the application of the moneys under the direction of the
General Assembly, which are in the hands of the Trustees of the College of
New Jersey, and make report to the next General Assembly.
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Ordered, That they be furnished with a copy of their appointment, attested
by the Stated Clerk.

The committee appointed to superintend the printing of extracts from the
minutes, reported, that Mr. Thatcher’s narrative as a missionary could not
be found, therefore no extracts could be obtained.

Dr. Rodgers was appointed to write to the Secretary of the General Synod
of the Reformed Dutch Church, informing him that his letter to the Modera-
tor of the General Assembly had been received and read, and to inclose him
an authentic copy of the order had on the subject of the said letter.

Dr. Rodgers entered his dissent from the regulations made with regard to
the introduction of foreign ministers.

The report of the committee appointed to form a minute on the references
respecting Mi. Balch’s case, was read; and after some deliberation on the
subject, its farther consideration was postponed.

Adjourned till half-after 8 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.

Half-after 8 o'clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and began with

rayer.
P l\jir. Balch informed the Assembly that he had withdrawn both his appeals.
. The consideration of the references relative to Mr. Balch, was resumed;
and after some amendments made on the draught brought in by the com-
mittee, it was adopted, and is as follows, viz:

“The committee appointed to take into consideration certain references
and inquiries from the Synod of the Carolinas, relative to the publication and
import of a creed, the preaching of false doctrine, and the use of indecent
language, by the Rev. Hezekiah Balch, beg leave to report, that having care-
fully examined, and seriously considered the subjects submitted to them, they
remark, upon the first article of the creed aforesaid,

That Mr. Balch is erroneous in making disinterested benevolence the only
definition of holiness or true religion ; because this may perplex the ininds of
those not accustomed to abstract speculations, is questionable in itself, and
may convey the idea, that an absolute God, or a God out of Christ, is the
object of the highest affection to the renewed mind.

Upon the second article, they remark, that Mr. Balch has confounded self-
love with selfishness, in an abstract speculation, calculated to puzzle plain
Christians, and lead to unprofitable disputes.

Upon the third article, they remark, that the transferring of personal sin
or righteousness has never been held by Calvinistic divines, nor by any per-
son in our church, as far as is known to us, and therefore that Mr. Balch’s
observations on that subject, appear to be either nugatory, or calculated to
mislead. But with regard to his doctrine of original sin, it is to be observed
that he is erroneous in representing personal corruption as not derived from
Adam—making Adam’s sin to be imputed to his posterity in consequence of
a corrupt nature already possessed and derived from, we know not what;
thus, in effect, setting aside the idea of Adam’s being the federal head, or
representative of his descendants, and the whole doctrine of the covenant of
works.

It is also manifest, that Mr. Balch is greatly erroneous in asserting that .-

the formal cause of a believer’s justification is the imputation of the fruits
and effects of Christ’s righteousness, and not that righteousness itself; be-
cause righteousness, and that alone, is the formal demand of the law, and
conscquently the sinner’s violation of the divine law can be pardoned only
in virtue of the Redeemer’s perfect righteousness being imputed to him, and
reckoned as his. It is also not true that the ben-fits of Christ's righteous-
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ness are, with strict propriety, said to be imputed at all, as these benefits
Slow to, and are possesscd by, the believer, as a consequence of his justifica-
tion, and having an interest in the infinite merits of the Saviour.

On article fourth no remark is necessary

With regard to the fifth article it is to be remarked, that Mr. Balch appears
to confound sentiment with the mere perception of truth, whereas it always
partakes of the disposition of the heart, and consequently involves in it either
gin or holiness. The article as stated by him, countradicts the principle laid
down iu the introduction to our Form of Government, and levels the impor-
tant distinction between truth and falsehood, so as to be liable to the construc-
tion, that it is no matter what a man believes. And though Mr. Balch may
not, and probably did not, intend to insinuate any thing disrespectful to the
holy Secriptures, where he asserts that ¢ there are wrong sentiments in the
Bible,” yet as his expression is liable to such a construction, we judge it
highly censurable.

With regard to the sixth and seventh article, no remarks seem to be neces-
sary, except that the offence given by the reflection cast on his brethren, the
Presbyterians, in the seventh, has been sufficiently removed by his candid
acknowledgmen before the Synod and General Assembly.

The eighth, ninth, and tenth articles require no remark, except that they
appear to be unimportaat.

With regard to the twelfth article, it is remarked, that his observation upon
love as exercised by the human race, so far as it may be applicable to a state
of infancy, is unintelligible; and that though a distinction may be made be-
tween regeneration and conversion, yet the terms in which the article is ex-
p;essed are exceptionable, as they seem to discourage the use of the means
of grace.

With regard to the thirteenth article, it is remarked, that in making re-
pentance and faith to proceed wholly from love or charity, Mr. Balch has ex-
pressed an opinion unnecessary and improper.

In regard to the subject of false doctrine, in discoursing from Psalm li. 5,
and Isaiah xlviii. 8, nothing seems necessary to be added to the remarks
made on the subject of original sin, as contained in Mr. Balch’s ereed, except
that he charges Calvinistic divines with holding sentiments relative to infants
which they 50 not hold ; and that he makes positive declarations in regard
to the state of infants, when it has pleased a wise and holy God to be silent
on this subject in the revelation of his will.

In regard to the subject of indecent language alleged to have been used in
the pulpit by Mr. Baloh, it is remarked, that if he was not misunderstood by
the witnesses, he has, notwithstanding, declared such a deep and suitable ab-
horrence of all such language in public discourse, as renders it unnecessary
to take any further notice of it.

On the whole, your committee recommend that Mr. Balch be required to
acknowledge before the Assembly that he was wrong in the publication of
his creed; that in the particulars specified above, he renounce the errors
therein pointed out; that he engage to teach nothing hereafter of a similar
nature ; that the Moderator admonish him of the divisions, disorder, trouble,
and inconvenience which he has occasioned to the Church and its judicatories
by his imprudent and unwarrantable conduct, and warn him against doing
any thing in time to come that may tend to produce such serious and lament.
able evils. That if Mr. Balch submit to this, he be considered as in good
standing with the Church ; and that the reference and queries of the Synod
of the Carolinas be considered as fully answered by the adoption of these
measures.’’

From this decision, Mr. Langdon and Mr. Williams dissented.
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This decision was read to Mr. Balch, and he having requested time for
further consideration, the indulgence was granted.

The report of the committee appointed to take into consideration a letter
and certain communications from a society in Philadelphia, to aid the civil
authority in the suppression of vice and immorality, was read, approved, and
is a8 follows, viz :

¢ That the designs of the society aforesaid appear to be in the highest de-
gree laudable, and to deserve the approbation and imitation of the friends of
religion and good morals in every part of our country; especially at the pre-
sent period of abounding immorality and profaneness; and the committee
do, accordingly, recommend that the Assembly express it as their desire,
that the members of our communion countenance and aid the institution of
similar societies in every place where such establishments may be attempted
or appear expedient.”

A reference from the Synod of the Carolinas, in the case of Mr. Edward
Crawford’s suspension, was read. There were also read two letters from Mr.
Crawford, a minute of the Presbytery of Abingdon, at their sessions of Au-
gust, 1796 ; a representation from the same Presbytery to the Synod of the
Carolinas on the conduct of the Independent Brethren ; aletter from the Sy-
nod of the Carolinas at their sessions of November, 1796, to the Independent
Brethren ; a reference from the Presbytery of Abingdon at their sessions in
June, 1797, to the Synod of the Carolinas, on Mr. Buleh’s creed ; and a min-
ute from the records of the same presbytery, containing proposals of accom-
modation to the Independent Brethren. And after some deliberation on these
subjects, they were postponed for further consideration.

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 6 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.

Tuesday May 29th, 1798, 6 o’clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met, according to adjournment. Began with prayer.

The consideration of the reference from the Synod of the Carolinas re-
specting Mr. Crawford, was resumed, and after deliberation the Assembly ad-
judged—That the proceedings of the Synod, so far as the matter has ap-
peared to the Assembly, have been regular aud constitutional, and that Mr.
Crawford ought to have submitted to the act of suspension when fully
informed of it, and ought to bave returned with the other Independent Bre-
thren at the meeting of the Commission of Synod, that he might have been
restored to orderly standing ; but inasmuch as he has not done this, and has
moreover, in his letters to this Assembly, ill treated the Synod of the Caroli-
pas, the Assembly deem it their duty to continue his suspension until he shall
make proper acknowledgments to the Synod, and submit himself to the order
and discipline of the Church, and be in regular manner restored.

And whereas, there appears in one of the letters of Mr. Crawford to this
Assembly complaints against the Rev. James Hall, amounting to a charge of
falsehood and forgery, the Assembly proceeded to examine certain documents
from the Synod of the Carolinas relative to these matters, which incontest.
ably prove these charges to be unfounded. And for the vindication of
character of this brother, and the information of all concerned,

Ordered, That the Stated Clerk transmit to Mr. Crawford an attested copy
of the above minute, and that the Rev. Mr. Doak read a copy thereof from
the pulpit in the congregations lately under the pastoral care of Mr. Crawford.

On motion, Resolved—two thirds of the house consenting—To reconsider,
in the decision on the case of Mr. Balch, these words, ¢“ he renounce the
errors therein pointed out.”

It was moved that these words be stricken out of said decision.
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This motion was determined in the negative; and Mr. Irwin and Mr. Lang-
don asked and obtained leave, to have their dissent from the opinivn of the
Assembly in this last vote, entered on the minutes.

The following inquiry was referred to the decision of the Assembly, by the
Synod of the Carolinas, viz:

“In what point of light are the elders nominated and ordained by Mr.
Balch, to be viewed hercafter in Mount Bethel congregation "

In answer to which it was determined by the Assembly, that the ¢ elders”
mentioned in the inquiry, are to be henceforth viewed as private church mem-
bers only, unless they be duly elected and set apart as church ofticers here-
after.

Mr. Holmes and Mr. Vanderhyden had leave of absence during the remain-
der of the sessions.

Adjourned to meet at half-after 3 o’clock, P. M.

Concluded with prayer.

Half-after 8 o'clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment, and began with

rayer.
P 'Izhe minutes of the last session were read.

Mr. Balch appeared before the General Assembly and made the following
declaration, viz:

“1 do fully acknowledge that I was wrong in publishing my creed. I
do solemnly declare, however, as in the presence of my final Judge, that I
never did entertain the ideas, nor intend to teach the doctrines which are
pointed out as errors in the statement of the Assembly: but as I cannot so
well judge as the Assembly what ideas my language actually conveys, and
the Assembly declares that my language has conveyed these ideas and doc-
trines to their minds, I do fully and cheerfully renounce them as wrong and
improper ; and I do solemnly and sincerely engage, in a reliance on Divine
grace, never hereafter to teach or greach what the Assembly have stated as
erroneous : and I do finally and cheerfully submit myself to the admonition
which the Assembly may see meet to give for my irregularities, which I ae-
knowledge to deserve censure, and for which I am sincerely sorry.”

Whereupon the Moderator gave to Mr. Balch, the solemn admonition
agreed to; and then the Assembly declared themselves fully satisfied in the
case of Mr. Balch, and that he is, and ought to be, considered as in good
standing with the church. Aand the whole transaction was concluded with

rayer.
P lvyir. Alexander Galbraith, an elder of the old session of Mount Bethel con-
gregation, was allowed to state at length to the General Assembly, certain
matters of complaint in that congregation, which he concluded with a written
proposition in the following words, viz:

¢ In behalf of the session and congregation of Mount Bethel, I pray the
General Assembly to direct Mr. Balch not to interfere in fomenting divisions
as heretofore. Also, that Union Presbytery be particularly cautious in pre-
ferring a call to Mr. Balch, from Mount Bethel church, unless it should ap-
pear that the congregation are tolerably unanimous, as the peace of a church
depends on the unanimity of its members.

ALEXANDER GALBRAITH.

May 29th, 1798.”

Whereupon, Resolved, That the Assembly have taken every measure in
regard to Mr. Balch which they deem to be necessary; and that, as it would
be irregular to admonish the Presbytery of Union before they have commit-
ted error, so the confidence which this Assembly repose in that Presbytery,
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renders such a step superfluous. And the Assembly judge it more necessary
to admonish Mr. Galbraith, and all those who have been and now are, con-
nected with him in any controversy with Mr. Balch, not to cherish a spirit of
litigation, malevolence, and discord, equally contrary to the general tenor of
the gospel, and to the peace and harmony of that branch of the Church
with which they are connected ; in particular that they withdraw, agreeably
to their engagements to the Synod of the Carolinas, the civil suits which they
have commenced, and comply with the whole recommendation of the Synod
on that subject. On the whole, the Assembly hope and trust, that all the
parties in this concern will feel the solemn obligations which lie upon them,
as professed disciples of the meek and lowly Jesus, not to indulge a rancor-
ous spirit, nor to rend and divide his Church by the indulgence of a haughty,
uncomplying, and unforgiving temper; but to unite mutually and cordially
in endeavouring to close the wounds which they have unhappily opened—
over which they have so much reason to mourn, and which we exhort and
conjure them not to aggravate, but by every gentle and tender application to
endeavour to heal.

Resolved, That the Stated Clerk be allowed the sum of forty dollars, as a
compensation for his services for the present year. Also, that the door-
keeper be allowed, for his bill, thirty-six dollars and eighty-four cents.

Ordered, That the Treasurer pay the above sums.

Resolved, That this General Assembly be dissolved, and that the next Gen-
eral Assembly meet in the Presbyterian church in Winchester, on the third
Tharsday of May, 1799, at eleven o’clock in the forenoon. Whereupon,

The Moderator dissolved the Assembly, agreeably to the form prescribed in
the Constitution, and concluded with prayer.

SUMMARY FOR 1798.
Synop or New Yorx anp Nxw Jersky.
Presbyteries. Ministers ;ct(led. Without charge.  Licentiates.  Vacant churches.
6

Dutchess, 1
Long Island, 12 8 3
New York, 18 1 4
New Brunswick, 12 5 3 17
Albany, 8 5 2 18
Synep oF PHiLADELPHIA.

Philadclphia, 18 1 2 5
New Castle, 10 3 6 11
Baltimore, Y 6 1 4
Carlisle, 14 3 4 13

wes, 3 1 9
Huntingdon, 9 2 1

Synop or VIRGINIA.
Redstone, 8 1 13
Ohio, 9 6
Hanover, 7 3
Lexington, 8 1
Winchester, 1
Synop or THE CaRoLINAS,
Orange, 9
South Carolina, 16 11
Abingdon, 3 1
Concord, 12 2 5 6
Hopewell, 4 1 (]
Union, 3 1
Transylvania, 5
Total, 208 41 26 132
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Moxgy CoLLEcTED

Presbytery of Philadelphia, . . . . £109 12s 10d.
Presbytery of Albany, e e e e e« 290 6
Presbytery of Carlisle, e e . . . . 4712 10
Presbytery of Long Island, . . . . . 2400 9
Presbytery of New Brunswick, . . . .101 2 10
Presbytery of Hudson, . . . . . . 1516 10
Presbytery of New York, . . . . .125 7 11
Presbytery of Baltimore, . « « . 681 3
Presbytery of Huntingdon, .« o o . 315 00
£524 17 10

For sale of Confession of Faith, £318

Dratins.—In the Presbytery of New Brunswick, the Rev. Stephen Voorhees died No-
vember 23d, 1796 ; the Rev. Gilbert T'. Snowden, February 20th, 1797 ; the Rev. Francis
Peppard, March 30th, 1797. In the Presbytery of South Carolina, the Rev. Robert Hall
dicd August 31st, 1797, In the Presbytery of Hopewell, the Rev. John Newton died
June 17th, 1797.

———

1799.

WINCHESTER, Virginia, May 16¢h, 1799.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States
of America, met at Winchester, in Virginia, agreeably to appointment ; and
(Doctor John B. Smith, the Moderator of the last Assembly, being absent)
was opened with a sermon by the Rev. Dr. John McKnight, from 2 Cor. ii.
16 : * Who is sufficient for these things?”’

After prayer, the commissioners produced their commissions, which being
read, it appeared that the following persons were duly appointed members of
this Assembly, viz :

PressYTERY OF NEW York—Rev. Dr. John McKhnight, Rev. Asa
Hillyer.

P{msnwnay oF ALBANY—Rev. Robert Smith.

PrEsSBYTERY OF NEW BRUNsWICK—Rev. Dr. Samuel S. Smith, Rev. An-
drew Hunter, Kev. Joseph Clark, Rev. Robert Finley ; and Col. John Bay-
ard, elder.

PrEsBYTERY OF PHILADELPHTA—Rev. Dr. William M. Tennent, Rev.
James Boyd, Rev. William Clarkson; and Messrs. Jonathan Elmer, John
McCullough, and Hugh Henry, elders.

PrEsBYTERY OF NEW CAsTLE—Rev. Nathan Grier, Rev. Francis Hind-
man ; and David Denny, elder.

PRrESBYTERY OF BALTIMORE—Rev. Dr. James Muir, Rev. Samuel Knox;
and Richard Orm, elder.

PRrESBYTERY OF CARLISLE—Rev. Dr. Robert Cooper, Rev. Dr. John King,
Rev. Nathaniel R. Snowden; and Moses Collins, elder.

PrEsBYTERY OF HUNTINGDON—Rev. Asa Dunham; and Thomas Mor-
row, elder.

S PrEsBYTERY OF REDsTONE—Rev. John McPherrin, and Rev. William
wan,

PrESBYTERY oF OHI0—Rev. John McMillan, Rev. Thomas Marquis.

PrEsBYTERY oF HANOVER—Rev. James Robinson, Rev. Archibald Alex-
ander.

PRrESBYTERY OF LEXINGTON—Rev. William Graham, Rev. Robert Wilson.

PRESBYTERY OF WINCHESTER—Rev. Moses Hoge ; and John Kearsley,
elder.

PRESBYTERY OF ORANGE—Rev. John Anderson.
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PrESBYTERY OF CoNCORD—Rev. James Wallace.

PresBYTERY OF WasniNaTON—Rev. Richard McNamar.

From the PrEsBYTERIES OF Long IsLanp, Hupson, LEwes, SoutH
CAROLINA, ABINGDON, HOPEWELL, UNION, and TRANSYLVANIA, there were
no commissioners present.

The Aseembly proceeded to the appointment of a Moderator and Clerks.
Dr. Sawuel Stanhope Smith was duly chosen Moderator, and the Rev. An-
drew Hunter, and Rev. Robert Finley, Clerks.

Proceeded to a certain length in reading the minutes of the last General
Assembly. ~

The further reading of them was postponed till to-morrow morning.

A Committee of Overtures was appointed, consisting of Doctors King and
Tennent, and Messrs. Graham, McMillan, Alexander, Bayard, Henry, McCul-
lough, Denny, and Kearsley, to meet in the Presbyterian church in this place
to-morrow morning at 6 o’clock, and afterwards on their own adjourn-
ments.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.

Friday, May 17th, 9 o'clock, A. M.

The General Assembly met, according to adjournment. Present as before.

After prayer, The minutes of the last session were read.

Ordered, To proceed in reading the minutes of the last General Assembly.

Messrs. Boyd, Grier, and Orm, were appointed a committee to examine the
records of the Synod of Virginia.

Messrs. Hillyer, Clarkson, and Collins, were appointed a committee to exe
amine the records of the Synod of the Carolinas.

The records of the Synods of New York and New Jersey, and of Phila-
delphia, were not produced.

Doctors McKnight and Muir, with Mr. Elmer, were appointed a committee,
to prepare a draught of a pastoral letter, and report the same to the General
Assembly as soon as convenient.

The reports of the Synods of Virginia and the Carolinas were brought in.
The reading of them was postponed till the afternoon.

No report was sent forward from the Synod of New York and New Jersey,
nor from that of Philadelphia.

Ordered, That the Presbyteries composing said Synods produce their du-
licates, and from them make reports for those Synods, as complete as possi-
le.

The committee appointed to meet committees from the Reformed Dutch
Church, and the Associate Reformed Churches, made their report, which was
read, and is as follows, viz:

MINUTES
Of the proceedings of the Convention of Committees from the Reformed Dutch, Presbyterian,
and Associate Reformed Churches, held in the city of New York, June 19th, 1798.

The General Synod of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church, having made a pro-
posal for reviving, improving, and rendering permanent, the friendly correspondence
with the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and the Associate Reformed
Synod : and having appointed a committce to meet with committees from thesc bodies,
in the city of New York, on the third Tuesday of June, 1798; and they having likewise
appointed committees, 8 meeting was held accordingly in the consistory chamber of the
Dutch church.

The Convention being opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Rodgers, senior minister
present, the credentials of the respective committees were read, and from these it ap-
peared that the committees appointed were as follows :

By the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church—Rev. William Linn, D. D., Rev. Mr. Bun.
schooten, Rev. Mr. Studdiford, Rev. Mr. Schoonmaker, Rev. Mr. Froeligh. Elders—Mr.
Gilberzt,l Mr. Turk, Mr. Simonson, Mr. Van Voorst, Mr. Brinkerhoff.
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By the General Assembly of the Preshyterian Church—Rcv. John Rodgers, D. D.;
Rev. Samuel S. Smith, D. D.; Rev. Ashbel Green, D. D.; Rev. Mr. Hunter ; and Rev.
John Woodhull, Eiders—Messrs. John Neilson, Benjamin Smith, John Broome, and
Benjamin Coe.

By the Associate R¢formed Synod.—Rev. Robert Annan, Rev. John M. Mason, and
Rev. Alcxander Proudfoot.  Elder—Mr. George Lindsay.

Of these committees the following members met, viz:

Of that from the Reformed Dutch Church—Rev. Dr. Linn and Rev. Mr. Schoonmaker.
Elders—Messrs. Gilbert, Turk, and Van Voorst.

Of that from the Preshyterian Church.—Rev. Dr. Rodgers, Rev. 8. 8. Smith, and Mr,
Woodhull. Elders—Messrs John Ncilson, John Broome, and Benjamin Coe.
L Of that from the Associate Reformed Synod.—Rev. John M. Mason. Elder—Mr. George

indsay.

The %lcv. Dr. Rodgers was chosen Moderator, and the Rev. Mr. Mason, Clerk.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.,

Three o’clock, P. M.

Mect according to adjournment, and opened with prayer.

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Woodhull,

Ordered, that the minutes of the former Convention be read—which was done accord-
ingly.

f he Rev. Dr. Green appeared and took his scat.

On motion of Dr. Smith,

Resolved, That as the invitation for reviving the correspondence between the Churches
represented in this Convention, came from the General Synod of the Dutch Church, their
committee be requested to lay before the Convention such proposals as they may have
contemplated for accomplishing the objects thereof, or such introductory remarks as may
prepare the way for originating a suitable plan.

Whereupon f)r. Linn informed the Convention, that the Synod of the Dutch Church,
considering the points to be discussed by the joint committee as equally interesting to
all the churches therein represented, had not instructed their committee to make any
specific propositions in their name, nor had any been digested by them.

Mr. Benjamin Smith, one of the dclegates from the General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church, appeared and took his seat.

After conversation at some length on the general objects of the Convention, it was

Resolved, on motion of Mr. Woodhull, That a committee consisting of a minister and
another member from each representation, be appointed to prepare a draught of a plan of
correspondence and intercourse between the Churches.

Dr. Linn and Mr. Gilbert were appointed from the representation of the Dutch Synod.

Dr. Smith and Mr. Neilson from that of the General Assembly.

Mr. Mason and Mr. Lindsay from that of the Associate Reformed Synod.

Ordered, That the committee report to-morrow morning at 10 o'clocE:1

Adjourned. Closed with prayer.

June 20th, 1798, 10 o’clock, A. M.

Mect according to adjournment, and opened with prayer. —_—

After the minutes of the last session were read, the committee appointed to draught a
Plan of Correspondence and Intercourse between the Churches represented in this Con-
vention, brought in their report, which, after discussion by paragraphs, and some amend-
ments, was unanimously adopted and is as follows :

“ The committee appointcd to prepare the draught of a Plan for Correspondence and
Intercourse between the Churches under the superintendence of the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, the General Synod of the
Reformed Dutch Church, and the Synod of the Associate Reformed Church, beg leave to
report,

That from considerations of propriety and expedicncy it is to be received as the basis
of the Plan, that the several ecclesiastical bodics or judicatories concerned, are to remain
and be preserved entirely separate and independent.  That, consistently with this funda.
mental prineiple, the three tollowing kinds or degrees of intercourse appear to be pructi-
cable, and ought to be reccommended, viz:

1st. The communion of particular churches,

2d. The friendly interchange of ministerial services.

3d. A correspondence of the several judicatories of the conferring churches.

1st. The communion of particular churches,

Any member in communion with any church connected in this Conference may be
reccived to occasional communion in any other church thus concerned, on producing, to
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the proper church officers to whom application may be made, sufficient testimonials of a
gouod and regular standing in the church with which he is statedly connected ; provided,
but not otherwise, that the church officers to whom this application shall be made, shall
judge that the circumstances of the church of which they have the oversight, render it
expedient, and for mutual edification, to admit the applicant tooccasional communion with
them.

Persons under censure or process of censure in any particular church concerned in this
agrcement, shall not be received to occasional or stated conununion in any other church
8o concerned, while such censure remains or such process is unfinished.

But on the other hand, when any member in one of said churches desires to connect
himself with another, he shall not be refused a certificateof his good standing, when such
standing is rcally good ; nor shall it be esteemed disorderly or unkind for the church to
which he may present said certificate to receive him,

2d, The friendly interchunge of ministerial scrvices.

1t shall be permitted to the competent church officers in any congregation, scttled or
vacant, under the care of the conterring judicatorics, to invite any minister who is in
good standing with the aforesaid judicatories, to preach in the pulpits of such congrega-
tions if they shall judge it to be expedient.  But here, as in the former case, it shall be
entircly optional to give or to withhold such invitation, nor shall it be cstcemed otfensive
or unkind if the invitation be forborne.

In cascs where the people residing within the limits suitable to a congregation, shall
be composed of members from two or from all of the conterring churches, it shall_be
recommended to the people thus circumstanced to call and cause to be scttled among
them a regular licentiate or minister in any of said churches, as the majority shall
by vote determine, and that such licentiate or minister, when thus scttled, shall attach
himsclf to the judicatorics of that church to which the majority so calling him did
belong, unless suid majority shall frecly consent that the minister called do choose the
judicatory with which he will be connected ; in which case the minister may, without
any offence, make his choice among the judicatories of any of the churches conferring;
and where there are any congregations or bodics of people in such situation that they
cannot obtain adequatc supplies of ministerial service from that particular church to
which they or a majority of them belong, it may and shall be lawtul for them to make
regular applications for supplies to any of the other judicatorics concerned in this confer-
ence.

3d. A correspondence of the scveral judicatories of the conferring churches.

Any judicatory of the conferring churches may invite the regular members of any
other judicatory concerned in this agrecment to sit as corresponding members whenever
it may be judged expedient so to do: but here as in the former cascs, a neglect to invite
shall not be considered as offcnsive, in as much as each judicatory must always be best
able to judge whether such a measurc be expedient.

It is moreover recommended that delegates be appointed by the General Assembly, by
the Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church, and by the Associate Reformed Synod, to sit
in these judicatories respectively, with the privilege of deliberating on all subjccts that
may come before them, and also of voting on all qucstions which the members of the
judicatory in which they sit shall not deem constitutional, but without power to vote on
any question of this description. Provided, nevertheless, that the number of such dcle-
gates shall never exceed three, unless by a future agreement this number be increased.

It is further recommended that the churches conferring mutually watch over each
other’s purity in doctrine, discipline, and manncrs, and be ready to reccive complaints
against any of their ministers or members upon these subjects, which complaints may
be preferred and prosccuted either by individuals in their own name cum periculo, or by
a judicatory which shall communicate the necessary information to the judicatory to
which the offender is subject; in which latter case it shall be taken up as a fama clamosa
and prosecuted by said judicatory, and the whole proceedings thercon shall be trausmit-
ted to the informing body for their satisfaction.

It is undcrstood that certificates or recommendations shall be estcemed authentic and
sufficicnt where they are made agreeubly to the rules of that church by which they are

ranted.
¢ It is also understood that all congregations in making applications for supplics shall
obtain leave for so doing from the judicatory to which they statedly and regularly belong,
And that in making application, whether for supplies or for the scttlement of a minister,
they shall conform to the rules of that judicatory to which the application shall be made.

Ordered, That a copy of the procecdings of this Convention, authenticated by the
Modcrator and Clerk, be transmitted to each of the superior judicatories of the churches
concerned.  Concluded with prayer.

Jou~ Ropcers, Moderator,
Joun M. Mason, Clerk.
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A final decision on this report was postponed till the afternoon.
Adjourned till 3 o’clock, . M. Concluded with prayer.

Friday, 3 o'clock, P. M.

The Assembly met according to adjournment. After prayer, present as
before.

The minutes of the last session were read.

The Assembly resumed the consideration of the report made by the com-
mittee appointed to meet with committees from the Synods of the Reformed
Dutch, and the Associate Reformed Churches. After mature deliberation,
the plan reported by the committee— For correspondence and friendly inter-
course between the above named churches”—was unanimously approved.
‘Whereupon,

Resolved, That this Assembly do appoint three delegates to attend the
Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church, and three other delegates to attend
the General Syuod of the Associate Reformed Churches, agreeably to what
is proposed in the plan above reported ; or to meet the committees of those
churches, or either of them in a new convention. Provided that those
churches respectively accept aud ratify said plan, and also appoint delegates
to attend the General Assembly of this Church; or provided they, or either
of them, appoint commissioners to meet in & new conveuntion.

Dr. John MeKnight, Dr. John Woodhull and Mr. Jonas Coe, were appoint-
ed delegates to the Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church. Dr. John King
and Rev. Messrs. Andrew Huuter and Joseph Clarke were appointed to meet
the General Synod of the Reformed Associate Churches.

They were ordered to fulfil their respective appointments by meeting the
above named Synods at their first sessions, after they have regularly given
notice to the next General Assembly or to the Moderator of this General
Assenbly, that they have adopted said plun. And in case said Synods or
either of them do not adopt the above pamed plan, but propose a new con-
vention, then the whole number were ordered to attend such convention.

Ordered, That the Stated Clerk transmit to the Synods of the Dutch Re-
formed, and Associate Reformed Churches, a certified copy of this minute.

Certificates of their appointment were ordered to be prepared and signed
by the Moderator, for each of the delegates. And it was also agreed that
they receive the same rate of compensation for their services which is allowed
to the delegates to the General Association of Connecticut.

The reports from the Synod of Virginia, and the Carolinas were read and
are as follows, viz :

Winchester, September 29th, 1798.

The Synod of Virginia report that they consist of eight Presbyteries,
which are as follow, viz :

The Presbytery of Hanover, consisting of nine ordained ministers, viz:

The Rev. Dr. James Waddell, without a charge ; William Irvine, without
a charge; Archibald McRoberts, without a charge; James Mitchell, having the
pastoral charge of Bethel, Salem, and Pisgah; James Turner, colleague with
Mr. Mitchell; John D. Blair, pastor of Hanover and Henrico; Drury Lacy of
Cumberland ; Archibald Alexander, Briery ; and Matthew Lyle, of Buffalo
and Brieryin conjunction with Mr. Alexander. They have one candidate for
the gospel ministry, viz: Mr. John Todd. They have received Mr. Samuel
Ramsey, a probationer from the Presbytery of Lexington, under their care.
They have several small vacancies, none of which of themselves are able to
support a pastor; but some of them being contiguous and united are suffi-
ciently able, viz: North Ford, Providence, aud the Bird, united, would be able
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to support a minister; Mountain-plain, the Cove and Rockfish united, able ;
Sandy river, Tommahock and New Erection united, able; Goodhope, Smith’s
River,lGood's Meeting House, Blue Stone, Lancaster, Cubereek and the D. 8.
not able.

The Presbytery of Lexington, consisting of nine ordained ministers, vis :
The Rev. William Grabam, without a charge ; Benjamin Erwin, without a
charge; John Montgomery, without a charge; Archibald Scott, pastor of
Bethel and Brown’s Meeting-house; William Wilson, of Augusta church;
John McCue, of Staunton and Tinkling Spring ; Samuel Houston, of Falling-
water and High Bridge; Benjamin Grigsby, of Lewisburgh and Concord;
and Samuel Brown, of New Providence. Vacancies—Timber Ridge and
Oxford united, able to support a minister ; Lexington and New Monmouth
united, able; Spring Creek, Little Levels, and Greenbrier united, able;
Sinking Spring, Roanoke, Craig’s Creek, Locust Bottom, Pine Grove,
Jackson’s River, Cow and Bull Pastures, and Knop's Creek, not able. They
have four licentiates under their care, viz : Messrs. George Baxter, John
Lyle, Robert Wilson, and William Chipley. They have three candidates for
the gospel ministry on trial, viz : Messrs. Conrad Spcece, Daniel Blain, and
Robert Logan.

The Presbytery of Redstone, consisting of eight ordained ministers, viz:
The Rev. James Dunlap, pastor of Laurel Hill; James Power, of Mount
Pleasant ; Jacob Jennings, of Dunlap’s Creek; John McPherrin, of Unity and
Salem ; Samuel Porter, of Congruity; George Hill, of Fairfield and Donegal ;
William Swan, of Long Run and Sawicley ; and David Smith, of Rehoboth
and Round Hill. They have one licentiate, viz: Mr. James Adams; and
one candidate for the gospel ministry, viz: Mr. Andrew Gwin. They have
the following vacant congregations under their care, viz; Pittsburgh, Pitts
Township, Pucketty, Poke Run, Tyrone, Quagmahoning, Somerset, Turkey
Foot, Union, George’s Creek, Sandy Creek, Crab Orchard, Crossing, Morgan
Town, Clarksburg, Tiger's Valley, Glade Run, Thorn’s Tent, Beur Creck,
Scrubgrass, Ebcuezer, Bethel, and Little Redstone.

'The Presbytery of Ohio, consisting of ten ordained ministers, viz: The
Rev. John McMillan, pastor of Chartiers; Joseph Patterson, of Racoon and
Montours ; James Hughes, of Lower Buffalo and Short Creek ; John Brice,
of Three Ridges and Wheeling; Thomas Marquis, of Cross Creek ; Thomas
Moore, of Ten Mile; Boyd Mercer, of Pigeon%reek and Pike Run; Samuel
Ralston, of Mingo Creek and Horse Shoe Bottom ; William Woods, of Bethel
and Lebanon ; and John Kennedy, without a charge. They have the fol-
lowing vacancies under their care, viz : Buffulo, able to support a minister;
Washington, able; Mill Creek and Flatts united, able; the Cross Roads anci
Campbell’s Meeting-house united, able; the Mouth of Racoon, Muddy Creek,
the South Fork of Ten Mile, Indian Short Creek, Indian Wheeling, New
Salem, Mount Pleasant, the Forks of Shenango, and McIntosh, not able.
They have five candidates for the gospel ministry, viz: Messrs. John Watson,
Thomas Hughs, Joseph Anderson, Smilie Hughs, and James Snodgrass.

The Presbytery of Winchester, consisting of five ordained ministers, viz:
The Rev. Moses Hoge, pastor of Shepherd’'s Town; Nash Legrand, of Cedar
Creck and Opakon; William Hill, of Charles Town and Hopewell; John
Lyle, of Frankfort, Rumney, and Springfield ; and William Williason, of
South River and Flint Run. They have dismissed Mr. James Robinson to
put hiwself under the care of the Presbytery of Hanover; and have three
licentiates under their care, viz : Messrs. James Vance, Joseph Glass, and
John Mines. They have the following vacancies under their care; Concrete,
able to support a minister ; Winchester, able ; Middle Town and Back Creek
united, able ; and Lancaster, not able. The three remaining Presbyterics
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lying in the state of Kentucky, and not having sent forward regular reports
of their congregations, licentiates, and candidates, the Synod can only report
their ordained ministers.

The Presbytery of Transylvania, consisting of ten ordained ministers, viz :
The Rev. David Rice, Thomas Craighead, Terah Tamplin, William Mahen,
James McGready, Archibald Cameron, Samuel Findley, Mathew Houston,
William McGee, John Howe.

The Western Lexington Presbytery, consisting of nine ordained ministers,
viz: The Rev. James Crewford, Samuel Shannon, Isaac Tull, Robert Mar-
shall, James Blythe, Joseph Howe, James Welsh, Samuel Ranuels, and Wil-
liam Robinson.

The Washington Presbytery, consisting of seven ordained ministers, viz :
The Rev. Peter Wilson, James Kemper, John P. Cambell, Jobn Findley,
William Speer, John Dunlavy, and Richard McNemair.

W. Hik, Stated Clerk of the Synod of Virginia.

Report of the Synod of the Carolinas, containing a list of the Presbyteries,
licentiates, candidates, and congregations under their care.

1. Preshytery of Orange—Rev. Henry Pattillo, Grassy Creek and Nut-
bush ; Rev. David Caldwell, Buffalo and Allamance; Rev. William Moore,
Middle, Lower and Upper Hico; Rev. William Hodge, Hawfields; Rev.
Angus McDermot, Bluff, Barbecue and McCays; Rev. Samuel Stanford,
Blackriver Chapel; Rev. Colin Lindsay, suspended; Rev. John Robinson,
Goshen and the Grove ; Rev. James Bowman, Little River and E. O.

2. Preshytery of South Cuarolina.—Rev. Joseph Alexander, Bullock’s
Creek; Rev. John Simpson, Goodhope and Roberts; Rev. James Templeton,
Nazareth; Rev. Francis Cummins, Rocky River; Rev. Robert McCulloch,
Catholic and Purity; Rev. John Brown, Waxhaws; Rev. Robert Wilson,
Long Canes ; Rev. William Williamson, Fair Forest; Rev. Robert B. Walker,
Bethesda ; Rev. David Dunlap, Columbia; Rev. Samuel Young, Lebanon;
Rev. John Foster, Salem ; Rev. James Stevenson, Indian Town and Wil-
liamsburg ; Rev. John B. Kennedy, Duncan’s Creek and Little River; Rev.
James Gilliland, Bradaway; Rev. George G. McWhorter, Bethel and Beer-
sheba. Licentiates—Mr. Andrew Brown, Mr. John Cowsert, Mr. John B.
Davis, Mr. George Reid, Mr. William G. Roseborough. Cundidate—Hugh
Dickson.  Vacancies—Hopewell and Carmel, able to support a minister;
Fishing Creck and Richison, able; Fairview, Newton, Milford, N. Pawlet,
Greenville, Rocky Creek, Cuffee Town, Liberty Spring, Grassy Spring, Ebe-
nezer, Calvary, I;nity, Hopewell on Pedce, Beaver Creck, Hanging Rock,
Concord, and Fish Dam, not able.

3. Presbytery of Abingdon—Rev. Charles Cummins, without a charge ;
Rev. Edward Crawford, Rocky Spring and Glade Spring; Rev. Samuel
Doak, Salem ; Rev. Jacob Lake.

4. Presbytery of Concord.—Rev. Samuel McCorkle, D. D., Thyatira;
Rev. James Hall, Bethany; Rev. James McRee, Centre; Rev. David Barr,
Philadelphia; Rev. James Wallace, New Providence ; Rev. Samuel C. Cald-
well, Sugar Creek and Hopewell ; Rev. Joseph Kilpatrick, Third Creek and
Unity ; Rev. Lewis F. Wilson, Concord and Fourth Creek; Rev. William C.
Davis, Olney; Rev. Humphrey Hunter, Goshen and Unity; Rev. Alexander
Caldwell, without a charge; Rev. John M. Wilson, Quaker Meadows and
Morgantown; Rev. John Cunningham, Ramah and Bethpage ; Rev. John An-
drews, Little Britain; Rev. Samuel Davis, Mamre; Rev. George Newton,
Swannanoa and Rems Creek. Licentiate—James Mellhenny.  Candi-
date—Thomas Hall. Vacancies—Steel Creek, able to support a minister;
Poplar-tent and Rocky River, able; Jersey Settlemeunt, Joppa, Mineral Spring,

\
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Chesx::t Spring, Mountain Creek, Nab Creek, Upper Centre, Long Creek,
not able.

5. Presbytery of Hopewell—Rev. John Springer died the third of Sep-
tember last; Rev. Robert Cunningham, Bethany and Ebenezer; Rev. Moses
Waddel, Carmel and Joppa; Rev. William Montgomery, New Hope. Va-
canciﬁ.sl—Hebron, Bethsaida, Siloam, Richland Creek, Sparta, and Sharon,
not able.

6. Presbytery of Union.—Rev. Hezekiah Balch, President of Greenville -
College ; Rev. John Cosson, without a charge; Rev. Samuel Carrick, Knox-
ville; Rev. Robert Henderson, Hopewell ; Rev. Gideon Blackburn, Little
River; Rev. Samuel Ramsey, Grassy Valley. Vacancies, unknown.

SaMueL McCorkLE, Syn. Clerk.

Ordered, That from the incompleteness of the Synodical reports this year,
they be not printed.
Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer.

Saturday, May 18th, 1799.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment. After prayer,
present as before.

Ordered to read the minutes of the last session.

The delegates to the General Association of Connecticut, appointed by the
last Gencral Assembly, brought in a report, which was read, and is as fol-
lows, viz:

“ To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States
of America, to meet at Winchester in Virginia, on the third Thursday of
May, 1799.

The subscribers, appointed by the last General Assembly as delegates to
the General Association of Connecticut, which met at Hebron on the 19th
day of June last, beg leave to report:

That they all attended until the close of the sessions of the Association, and
were treated with a degree of respect and attention which has made a very
deep impression on their minds.

The General Association appeared to be much pleased with the connection
subsisting between them and the General Assembly, and disposed to strengthen
the bonds that unite them.

Your delegates were particularly pleased with the appearances of brotherly
affection amongst the clergy of Connecticut, and the decent and cordial re-
gard with which they treated each other, both in their ecclesiastical delibe-
rations and personal intercourse.

'That they have framed a Constitution and a Plan of a Missionary Society,
to consist of the members of the General Association of Connecticut annu-
ally chosen.

That they have chosen twelve Trustees, one half of which are clergymen,
and the other half laymen, to transact the missionary business under the
superintendence of the Association. To raise a fund for carrying on the
business, they have taken measures for making subscriptions and raising col-
lections in all their churches.

That they have directed the Committee of Correspondence to write to the
Independent Fund Board of London, and other religious societies of Great
Britain, requesting them to give special certificates to those of the clergy who
may come from them to the state of Connecticut.

That they have appointed six missionaries to go out this year to preach
the gospel on the frontiers, and to continue in that service four mounths.
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That they have appointed the Rev. Nathan Perkins, the Rev. John Elli-
ott, and the Rev. Samuel Blatchford, delegates to the General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church, to meet at Winchester on the third Thursday of
May, 1799. And

That the next General Association is to meet at Hartford, on the third
Tuesday of June next, at 11 o'clock, at the house of the Rev. Nathan Strong.

SAMUEL BLAIR,
JosepH CLARK,
NaTBANIEL IRWIN.”

The Assembly proceeded to the appointment of delegates to the General
Association of Connecticut, to meet on the third Tuesday of June next, at 11
o'clock, A. M. ; when it appeared that the Rev. Dr. John Rodgers, of New
York, the Rev. Dr. James Muir, and the Rev. Robert Finley, of Basking
Ridge, were duly chosen. Certificates of their appointment were ordered to
be made out, and signed by the Mcderator and oue of the Clerks.

Dr. McKnight and Messrs. Knox and Bayard, were appointed a committee
to make out a list of supplies for their pulpits during their absence.

The committee appointed to direct the application of the moneys which are
in the hands of the Trustees of the College of New Jersey, subject to the
direction of the General Assembly, reported as follows, viz :

The committee appointed to direct the application of the moneys which are
in the hands of the Trustees of the College of New Jersey, subject to the
direction of the General Assembly, report,

That they have appropriated the moneys aforesaid to the support of Mr.
Benjamin Hopkins, a student of divinity under Dr. Samuel S. Smith, and
that, agreeably to their order, the Board have pussed a resolution to that effect.

Signed by JoserH CLARK,
SaMUEL F. SNOWDEN.

The Rev. Joseph Clark and Robert Finley, were appointed a committeo
to attend at the meeting of the Trustees of the College of New Jersey, to bo
held on the last Wedne